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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE FORTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 


SPECIAL SESSION 


IN SENATE. 


MONDAY, March 5, 1877. 


The Senators assembled in the Senate Chamber at twelve o’clock 
noon, in pursuance of the proclamation of the President convening the 
Senate in special session. 

PRAYER. 

Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D., Chaplain of the Senate, offered 
prayer, as follows: ` 

We praise Thee, O Lord of hosts, and laud and magnify Thy name, 
for that Thou art our keeper and our helper in mre rsons, in our 
families, in our estates, and in our nation. In every day of darkness 
our fathers trusted in Thee and were not confounded. Our history 
is full of 3 presence, to admonish and chasten, to correct and de- 
liver. We thank Thee for the heritage of civil and religious liberty, 
for the strength of government, for the freedom of enterprise, for the 
light of intelligence, for the scope of prosperity, and for all the monu- 
ments of Christian civilization. We thank Thee for our laws and 
institutions, so often imperiled, and yet so often preserved. We 
thank Thee for the spirit, the endurance, and the hope of the poopie; 
We thank Thee for the past and we trust Thee for the future. tab- 
lish Thine word in all hearts and Thine ordinances in all our borders; 
3 awy all infidelity, with all its terrible brood; cause Thy 
church to flourish in our midst; kindle the lamps of learning on 
every side; fill the people with pure knowledge and religious faith. 
Make us one and all Americans worthy of the name. Across the 
firmament of our Tany write in letters of living light, “ Patriotism 
and philanthropy,” toshine forever. Bless, we humbly entreat Thee, 
those Thy servants who are here to retire from the high cares of 
office, and those Thy servants who in Thy providence are now to suc- 
ceed them. O Lord our God, set the of Thy favor upon the 
doings of this day. Give acceptance of these things with all the 
people, and confirm the welfare of the nation in every State and in 
every city and over all the public domain. Bless, we humbly entreat 
Thee, the nations near and far who are here pee this day by 
their embassadors to witness with fraternity and congratulation the 
passing of this power from one hand to another. 

O, Lord God of our fathers, forsake us not in such a time as this. 
Our confidence is alone in Thee. Out of every storm guide us into 
the open, quiet sea. Pardon our sins, exalt our life, and be our 
shield, our excellency, and our exceeding great reward; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


PROCLAMATION, 


The Secretary, [Mr. GEORGE C. Gornam.] The Senate will 
please come to order. The Chief Clerk will read the proclamation 
under which the Senate is convened. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


By the President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


OF THE SENATE. 


March next, at twelve o'clock at noon on that day, of which all who shall at that 
time be entitled to act as members of that body, are hereby required to take notice. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, at Washin; , the 
PEES Baap argon net i peg aes Os pets ae eE ag yee era of 
America, the one hundred and first. 
{SEAL.) U. 8. GRANT. 
By the President: , 
HAMILTON FISH, Seoretary of State. 
SWEARING IN AND ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. Secretary, to perfect the organization of this 
body. and in accordance with precedent, I submit a resolution for im- 
mediate consideration. 

The SECRETARY. The Senator from Maine offers a resolution and 
poks “ap its present consideration. It will be reported by the Chief 

er 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: ` 

Resolved, That the oath of office be administered by Senator Tnforur O. Howe 


to Thomas W. Ferry, Senator-clect from the State of and that he be and 
hereby is chosen President of the Senate pro tempore. 


The Secretary put the question on the resolution, and it was adopted. 

The SECRETARY. Senator Howe and Senator FERRY will please 
come forward to the desk. 

The Senators named advanced to the desk; the oaths prescribed 
by law were administered by Mr. Howe to Mr. FERRY, and he took 
his seat in the Senate and the chair as President pro , and said: 

Senators, aecept my sincere acknowledgments for this renewal of 
your courtesy and confidence. I will at once enter upon the duties 
of the Chair. The Secretary will call the roll of Senators newly 
elected who will present themselves at the desk and be sworn. 

The Chief Clerk read the following names: 


Henry B. Anthony, of Rhode Island. 

James B. Beck, of Kentucky. 

James G. Blaine, of Maine. 

George F. Hoar, of Massachusetts. 

odd pies of 3 ¥ 2 
en Davis, o est Virgi 

La Fayette Grover, of 8 

Samuel J. Kirkwood, of Iowa. 

John R. McPherson, of New Jersey. 

Preston B. Plumb, of Kansas. 

Edward H. Rollins, of New Hampshire. 

Eli Saulsbury, of Delaware. 

Alvin Saunders, of Nebraska. 

Henry M. Teller, of Colorado. 

William Windom, of Minnesota. 

Richard Coke, of Texas. 

A. H. Garland, of Arkansas. 

Isham G. Harris of Tennessee. 

Benjamin H. Hill, of Georgia. 

John W. Johnston, of Virginia. 

Matt W. Ransom, of North Carolina. 


As their names were called the respective Senators-elect came for- 
ward aud the oaths prescribed by law were administered to them, 
with the exception of Mr. Grover, who was not present. 

CONTESTED SEATS, 


The Chief Clerk called 
William Pitt Kellogg, of Louisiana, who advanced to the desk. 
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Mr. BOGY. Mr. President, I make an objection to the oath bein 
administered to Mr. Kellogg, of Louisiana. I understand there wi 
be a contest as to his right toa scat. We all know that there are 
two legislatures now in session in the State of Louisiana, and it is a 
matter to be 3 which of these legislatures has the right 


to elect a Senator. The question of his admission poran should 
be submitted to the Committee on Privileges and Elections and re- 
ported upon by that committee. I therefore file my objection against 
the oath being administered to the gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. 


Kellogg. 
Mr. ANTHONY, Mr. President, I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the credentials of Senators-clect in all disputed or contested cases 
lie upon the table until to-morrow. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I should like to know whose seats 
are the disputed seats, whose seats are contested, before I vote for as 
sweeping a resolution as that. I donot know what objections are to 
be made. We have one here. Let these credentials lie on the table 
until to-morrow. When an objection is made again, if there is any 
foundation for it at all, let the credentials to which objection is then 
made take the same course ; but to pass a resolution that would en- 
able any Senator, by merely rising and objecting to aclaimant, to pre- 
vent him being sworn in, when there might be no ground whatever 
for the objection, when his credentials were perfectly regular and 
made a perfect prima facie case, is it seems to me a rather dangerous 
experiment. I think each case had better stand on its own merits; 
and I suggest to my friend from Rhode Island that, instead of offer- 
ing that sweeping resolution, he move that the credentials of Mr. Kel- 
logg lio on the table until to-morrow. 

r. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, it strikes me 
that the resolution of the Senator from Rhode Island is eminently 
1 55 There will be several cases, I understand, about which there 
will be dispute, and it seems to me, therefore, that the resolution of 
the Senator from Rhode Island is proper. We cannot investigate 
to-day the right to a seat of a single member, and certainly not of 
four or five, and I understand there may be that many contested 
cases. Therefore I trust we shall pass the resolution of the Senator 
from Rhode Island, and to-morrow or next day, or any other day take 
our time to discuss the propriety of admitting these 5 who 
come here claiming rights but who may haye possibly no right. I 
think the better way is to just take this resolution at once. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move to amend the resolution by striking out 
all after the word “resolved” and inserting: 


That the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg lic on the table until to-morrow, 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I trust we shall not adopt the 
amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, concurring asI do in the criticism 
of the honorable Senator from Ohio upon this resolution, for I think 
there issome force in it although I do not believe that in the Senate a 
pers hes objection would be made, I suggest to him that, the Senate 
sitting now rather for a ceremonial purpose than for any purpose of 
business, it is not desirable that we should be detained by repeated 
divisions, as may occur. As no Senator whose credentials may be ob- 
jected to will suffer, nor will his constituents, nor will any other inter- 
est, because until to-morrow may be postponed his taking of the oath, 
in view of the nature of this occasion and the very brief postponement 
3 I appeal to the honorable Senator from Ohio to let this be 

is of under the general resolution, knowing as he does that, 
before the Senate proceeds to any business, the question will be en- 
countered in each case, and then, with time, the te can do what 
should be done in respect of each case. If we are to upon 
this amendment now, it will lead to subsequent votes and consume 
time. And I submit to the honorable Senator from Ohio it saves no 
point which would not be saved peachy: by the adoption of the 
resolution oe oe by the honorable Senator from Rhode Island, 

Mr. TH . Mr. President, when I first rose, I epee that 
the objections that are to be made be specified now, so that we might 
know to whom they applied, and not vote in the dark on this resolu- 
tion; but on the suggestion of the Senator from New York, which 
I trust is well founded, that no mere captious objection will be made 
to the swearing of a Senator whose credentials are perfectly regular, 
I withdraw the amendment that I offered. 

The ee ep e The question is on the resolution 
of the Senator from Rhode Island. 


Mr. BOGY. I enggest before we take the vote on the resolution of 
the Senator from Rhode Island, that the names of the persons whose 
seats will be contested be called, so that we may know to whom the 
resolution will apply. As we now stand we do not know the names 
of those persons whose right is to be contested. I ask that the names 
be read by the clerk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the resolution 
submitted by the Senator from Rhode Island. 

The resolution was a; to. 

The PRESIDENT tempore. The Chair is advised that there are 
two sets of credentials from the State of South Carolina and but one 
vacaney. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Let that case lie over, 


Mr. GORDON. I move that that case lie on the table. 
Mr. PATTERSON. 


The resolution carries all the cases, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The credentials will lie on the table 
under the resolution. 

Mr. CONKLING. A mere objection, I submit, carries those creden- 
tials tothe table under the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. So the Chair understands. The 
Chair understood the motion of the Senator from Georgia to be in 
the nature of an objection. 

Mr. GORDON. I object to the credentials of one of the claimants 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. SPENCER. I object to the oath being administered to the 
Senators purporting to be elected from the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi, and I base this objection upon grounds now before the 
late Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The PRESIDENT an tempore. Objection being made to those two 
cases, the credentials of those Senators will also lie on the table. 
This completes the list of Senators-elect to be sworn. 


BENATORS PRESENT. 


The Senators-elect having been sworn and taken their seats in the 
Senate, the following Senators were present : 


FROM THE STATE OF 


Maine—James G. Blaine and Hannibal Hamlin. 

New Hampshire—Edward H. Rollins and Bainbridge Wadleigh, 
Vermont—Justin 8. Morrill. 
Massachusetts—Henry L. Dawes and George F. Hoar. 
Rhode Island—Henry B. Anthony and Ambrose E. Burnside. 
Connecticut—William W. Eaton. 

New York—Roscoe Conkling and Francis Kernan. 

New Jersey—John R. McPherson. 

Pennsylvania—Simon Cameron and William A. Wallace, 
Delaware—Thomas F. Bayard and Eli Saulsbury. 
Maryland—George R. Dennis and William Pinkney Whyte. 
Virginia—John W. Johnston and Robert E. Withers. 
North Carolina—Matt W. Ransom. 

South Carolina—John J. Patterson. 

Georgia—Jobhn B. Gordon and Benjamin II. Hill. 

Florida Simon B. Conover and Charles W. Jones. 
Alabama — George E. Spencer. 

dee SLOE TR Bruce. 

Texras—Richard Coke and Samuel B. Maxey. 
Arkansas — Stephen W. Dorsey and A, II. Garland. 
Missouri—Lewis V. Bogy and Francis M. Cockrell. 
Tennessee—James E. Bailey and Isham G. Harris. 
Kentucky—James B. Beck and Thomas C. McCreery. 

West Virginia—Henry G. Davis and Frank Hereford. 
Ohio—John Sherman and Allen G. Thurman. 
Indiana—Joseph E. McDonald and Oliver P. Morton. 
Illinois—David Davis and Richard J. Oglesby. 
Michigan—Isaac P. Christiancy and Thomas W. Ferry, 
Wisconsin—Angus Cameron and Timothy O. Howe. 
Jowa—William B. Allison and Samuel J. Kirkwood. 
Minnesota—Samuel J. R. McMillan and William Windom. 
Kansas—John J. Ingalls and Preston B. Plumb. 
Nebraska—Algernon S. Paddock and Alvin Saunders, 
Nerada—John P. Jones and William Sharon. 
California—Newton Booth and Aaron A. Sargent. 
Oregon—John H. Mitchell. 

Colorado—Jerome B. Chaffee and Henry M. Teller. 


SWEARING IN OF VICE-PRESIDENT. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Vice-President of the United 
States elect ready to take the prescribed oath of office? 

The Vice-President-elect (Hon. William A. Wheeler, of New York) 
entered the Chamber accompanied by Mr. MCCREERY, of the com- 
mittee of ments, and was conducted to the chair, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. I have t pleasure in presenting 
the Vice-President of the United States elect. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT ELECT. Senators, official station ever 
brings with it corresponding duty and responsibility. Service in analo- 

us 8 spheres has taught me how delicate and at times 

ifficult and complex are the duties which the oath Iam about to take 
will im upon me. As President of the Senate it is my sincere pur- 
pose to lift myself entirely above the realms of partisanship; to ad- 
minister its rules in their true spiri with courteous firmness, and by 
all means in my power to facilitate and expedite its deliberations. 
In doing this, I shall need your aid, your generous forbearance, and 
oftentimes your lenient judgment, upon all of which I know I may 
confidently rely when you shall be satisfied of the rectitude of my in- 
tentions. I trust that the relation about to be established between 
ns may prove mutually pleasant and 3 of good to the best 
interests of our National Commonwealth. 

Mr. President, I am now ready to take the oath of office prescribed 
by the Constitution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore administered the cath and said: 

Mr. Vice-President, I surrender the chair to which you have been 
duly elected. 

INAUGURATION CEREMONIES. 

The persons entitled to admission on the floor of the Senate Cham- 

ber having been admitted to the places reserved for them, the Presi- 
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dent, Hon. RUTHERFORD B. Hayes of Ohio, entered the Senate Cham- 
ber, accompanied by the late President, Hon. ULYSSES S. Grant, and 
Mr. MORRILL, Mr. Howe, and Mr. MCCREERY, members of the com- 
mittee of arrangements, and was accompanied to a seat in front of 
the Secretary’s desk, and the late President and the members of the 
committee were seated on his right and left. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-ut-Arms will now execute 
the order of the Senate relative to ‘the inaugural ceremonies of the 
President of the United States. è 

Those in the Senate Chamber proceeded to the platform on tho cen- 
tral portico of the Capitol in the following order: 

The marshal of the Supreme Court. 

Ex-Presidents and Ex-Vice-Presidents. 

Tho Supreme Court of the United States, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 

The committee of arrangements, 

The President of the United States and the late President. 

The Vice-President and the Secretary of the Senate. 

The members of the Senate. 

The Diplomatie Corps. 

Heads of Departments, 

Ex-members of the House of Representatives and members-elect of 
the Forty-fifth Congress. 

Governors of States. 

And other persons admitted to the floor of the Senate Chamber 
and to the reserved seats at the left of the Diplomatic Gallery, 

The President-elect delivered the following 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


FELLOW-CITIZENS: We have assembled to repeat the public cere- 
monial, begun by Washington, observed by all my predecessors, and 
now a time-honored custom, which marks the commencement of 
a new term of the presidential office. Called to the duties of this 
great trust, I proceed, in compliance with usage, to announce some 
of the leading principles, on the subjects that now chiefly en 
the public attention, by which it is my desire to be guided in the 
dise of those duties. I shall not undertake to lay down irrey- 
ocably principles or measures of administration, but rather to speak 
of the motives which should animate us, and to suggest certain im- 
portant ends to be attained in accordance with our institutions and 
essential to the wolfare of our country. 

At the outset of the discussions which por the recent presi- 
dential election, it seemed to me fitting that I should fully make known 
my sentiments in regard to several of the important questions which 
then appeared to demand the consideration of the country. Follow- 
ing the e and in part adopting the language, of one of my 
ee wish now, when every motive for mis representation 

as passed away, to repeat what was said before the election, trust- 
ing that my countrymen will candidly weigh and understand it, and 
that they will feel assured that the sentiments declared in accepting 
the nomination for the Presidency will be the standard of my conduct 
in the path before me, charged, as I now am, with the grave and dif- 
ficult task of carrying them out in the practical administration of the 
Government so far as Fete under the Constitution and laws, on 
the Chief Executive of the nation. 

The anent pacification of the country upon such principles and 
by such measures as will secure the complete protection of all its cit- 
izens in the free enjoyment of all their const fokos re is now 
the one subject in our public affairs, which all though and patri- 
otic citizens regard as of supreme importance. 

Many of the calamitous effects of the tremendous revolution which 
has passed over the Southern States still remain. The immeasurable 
benefits which will surely follow, sooner or later, the hearty and gen- 
erous acceptance of the legitimate results of that revolution, have 
not yet been realized. Difficult and embarrassing questions meet us 
at the threshold of this subject. The people of teas States are still 
impoverished, and the inestimable blessing of wise, honest, and 
ful local self-government is not fully enjoyed. Whatever difference 
of opinion may exist as to the cause of this condition of things, the 
fact is clear, that, in the progress of events, the time has come when 
such government is the imperative necessity required by all the va- 
tied interests, public and private, of those States. But it must not be 
forgotten that only a local government which recognizes and main- 
tains inviolate the rights of all is a true self-government. 

With t to the two distinct races whose peculiar relations to 
cach otber have brought upon us the ay, pes complications and 
perplexities which exist in those States, it must be a government 
which guarde the interests of both races carefully and equally. It 
must be a government which submits loyally and heartily to the 
Constitution and the laws—the laws of nation and the laws of 
the States themselves—accepting and obeying faithfully the whole 
Constitution as it is. 

Resting upon this sure and substantial foundation, the superstruct- 
ure of beneficent local governments can be built up, and not other- 
wise. In furtherance of such obedience to the letter and the spirit 
of the Constitution, and in behalf of all that its attainment implies, 
all so-called pany interests lose their red see importance, and party 
lines may well be permitted to fade into ay fae gto The question 
we have to consider for the immediate w of those States of the 


vernment, of social 
appiness that belong 


Union is the question of government or no 
order and all the peaceful industries and the 
to it, or a return to barbarism. It is a question in which every citizen 
of the nation is deeply interested, and with respect to which we ought 


not to be, in a partisan sense, either republicans or democrats, but 
fellow-citizens and fellow-men, to whom the interests of a common 
country and a common humanity are dear. 

The sweeping revolution of the entire labor system of a large por- 
tion of our country, and the advance of four millions of people from 
a condition of servitade to that of citizenship, upon an equal footing 
with their former masters, could not occur without presenting prob- 
lems of the gravest moment, to be dealt with by the emancipated 
race, by their former masters, and by the General Government, the 
author of the act of emancipation. That it was a wise, just, and 
providential act, franght with good for all concerned, is now gener- 
ally conceded throughout thecountry. That a moral obligation rests 
upon the National Government to employ its constitutional power 
and influence to establish the rights of tho pcre it has emancipated, 
and to protect them in the enjoyment of those rights when they are 
infringed or assailed, is also generally admitted. 

The evils which afflict the Southern States can only be removed or 
remedied by the united and harmonions efforts of both races, actu- 
ated by motives of mutual sympathy and regard. And while in duty 
bound and fully determined to protect the rights of all by every con- 
stitutional means at the dispoael of my Administration, I am sincerel 
anxious to use every legitimate influence in favor of honest and ef- 
ficient local self-government as the true resource of those States for 
the promovon of the contentment and prosperity of their citizens. 
In the effort I shall make to accomplish this purpose I ask the cordial 
co-operation of all who cherish an interest in the welfare of the coun- 
try, trusting that party ties and the prejudice of race will be freely 
surrend in behalf of the t purpose to be accomplisbed. In 
the important work of restoring the South, it is not the political sit- 
uation alone that merits attention. The material development of 
that section of the country has been arrested by the social and po- 
litical revolution through which it has and now needs and de- 
serves the considerate care of the National Government within the 
just limits prescribed by the Constitution and wise public economy. 

But at the basis of all prosperity, for that as well as for every other 
part of the country, lies the improvement of the intellectual and 
moral condition of the popia niversal suffrage should rest upon 
universal education. To this end, liberal and 55 provision 
should be made for the support of free schools by the State govern- 
ments, and, if need be, supp nted by legitimate aid from national 


authority. 

Let me assure my coun en of the Southern States that it is my 
earnest desire to regard and promote their truest interests, the inter- 
ests of the white and of the colored people both and equally, and to 
put forth my best efforts in behalf of a civil policy which will for- 
ever wipe out in our political affairs the color line, and the distinction 
between North and South, to the end that we may have not merely a 
united North or a united South, but a united country. 

I ask the attention of the public to the paramount necessity of 
reform in our civil service, a reform not merely as to certain abuses 
and practices of so-called official patronage, which have come to have 
the sanction of usage in the several departments of our Government. 
but a change in the system of appointment itself; a reform that shall 
be thorough, radical, and complete; a return to the principles and 
practices of the founders of the Government. They neither expected 
nor desired from public officers any partisan service. They meant 
that public officers should owe their whole service to the Government 
and to the people. They meant that the officer should be secure in 
his tenure as long as his personal character remained untarnished, 
and the performance of his duties satisfactory. They held that ap- 
pointments to office were not to be made nor expected merely us 
rewards for partisan services, nor merely on the nomination of mem- 
bers of Congress, as being entitled in any respect to the control of 
such appointments, 

The fact that both the great political parties of the country, in 
declaring their principles prior to the election, gave e po place 
to the subject of reform of our civil service, izing and strongly 
urging its necessity, in terms almost identical in their specific import 
with those I have here employed, must be accepted as a conclasive 
argument in behalf of these measures. It must be regarded as the 
expression of the united voice and will of the whole country upon 
this subject,and both political parties are virtually pledged to give it 
their unreserved bg oa 

The President of United States of necessity owes his election 
to office to the suffrage and zealous labors of a political party, the 
members 6 which ee 1 5 755 ardor, and i as 25 essential im- 
portance, the principles eir party organization. But he should 
strive to be always mindfal of the fact that he serves his party best 
who serves the country best. 

In furtherance of the reform we seek, and in other important re- 
spects a e of great importance, I recommend an amendment to 

e Constitution prescribing a term of six years for the presidential 


office, and forbidding a re-election. 
With respect to the financial condition of the country, I shall not 
barrassment and prostration 


attempt an extended history of the em! 
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which we have suffered during the past three years. The depression 
in all our varied commercial and manufacturing interests throughout 
the country, which began in September, 1873, still continues. It is 
very gratifying, however, to be able to say that there are indications 
all around us of a coming change to prosperous times. 

Upon the currency question, intimately connected as it is with 
this topic, I may be permitted to repeat here the statement made in 
my letter of acceptance, that in my judgment the feeling of uncer- 
tainty inseparable from an irredeemable paper currency, with its 
fluctuation of values, is one of the greatest obstacles to a return to 
prosperous times. e only safe paper currency is one which rests 
upon a coin basis, and is at all times and promptly convertible into 
coin. 

I adhere to the views heretofore expressed by me in favor of con- 
gressional legislation in behalf of an early resumption of specie pay- 
ment, and I am satisfied not only that this is wise, but that the 
interests as well as the public sentiment of the country imperatively 
demand it. 

Passing from these remarks upon the condition of our own country 
to consider our relations with other lands, we are reminded, by the 
international complications abroad, threatening the peace of Europe, 
that our traditional rule of non-interference in the affairs of forei 
nations has proved of great value in past times, and ought to 
strictly observed. 

The policy inaugurated by my honored predecessor, President 
Grant, of submitting to arbitration grave questions in dispute between 
ourselves and foreign powers, points to a new and incomparably the 
best instrumentality for the preservation of peace, and will, as I be- 
lieve, become a beneficent example of the course to be pursued in sim- 
ilar emergencies by other nations. 

If, unhappily, questions of difference should, at any time during the 

riod of my administration, arise between the United States and any 

oreign government, it will certainly be my disposition and my hope 

to aid in their settlement in the same peaceful and honorable way, 

thus seeuring to our country the great blessings of peace and mutual 
offices with all the nations of the world. 

Fellow-citizens, we have reached the close of a political contest, 
marked by the excitement which usually attends the contests be- 
tween great political parties whose members espouse and advocate 
with earnest faith their respective ereeds. The circumstances were, 
perhaps, in no respect extraordinary, save in the closeness and the 
consequent uncertainty of the result. 

For the first time in the history of the country, it has been deemed 
best, in view of the peculiar circumstances of the case, that the ob- 
jections and questions in dispute with reforence to the counting of 
the electoral votes should be referred to the decision of a tribunal ap- 
pointed for this purpose, 

That tribunal—established by law for this sole purpose; its mem- 
bers, all of them, men of long-established reputation for integrity 
and e A and, with the exception of those who are also 
members of the supreme judiciary, chosen equally from both polit- 
ical parties; its. deliberations enlightened by the research and the 
arguments of able counsel—was entitled to the fullest confidence of 
the American people. Its decisions have been patiently waited for, 
and accepted as legally conclusive by the ponora: judgment of the 
public. For the present opinion will widely vary as to the wisdom 
of the several conclusions announced by that tribunal. This is to be 
anticipated in every instance where matters of dispute are made the 
subject of arbitration under the forms of law. Human judgment is 
never unerring, and is rarely regarded as otherwise than wrong by 
the unsuccessful party in the contest. 

The fact that two great political parties have in this way settled 
a dispute, in regard to which good men differ as to the facts and the 
law no less than as to the proper course to be pursued in solving the 
question in controversy, is an occasion for gonea rejoicing. 

Upon one poinh there is entire unanimity in public sentiment, that 
conflicting claims to the Presidency must be amicably and peacea- 
bly adjusted, and that when so adjusted the general acquiescence of 
the nation ought surely to follow. 

It has been reserved for a government of the people, where the 
right of suffrage is universal, to give to the world the first example 
in history of a great nation, in the midst of a struggle of opposing 
parties for power, hushing its party tumults, to yield the issue of the 
contest to adjustment according to the forms of law. 

Looking for the guidance of that Divine Hand by which the des- 
tinies of nations and individuals are shaped, I call upon you, Sena- 
tors, Representatatives, judges, fellow-citizens, here and everywhere, 
to unite with me in an earnest effort to secure to our country the 
blessings, not only of material prosperity, but of justice, peace, and 
union; & Union depending not upon the constraint of force, but upon 
the loving devotion of a poopie ; “and that all things may be so 
ordered and settled upon the and surest foundations, that peace 
and happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety, may be estab- 
lished among us for all generations.” 


The oath of office was then administered to the President by the 
Chief-Justice of the United States, 

The Senate returned to their Chamber, and the Vice-President took 
the chair at twenty-five minutes past one o’clock p. m. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I submit the following resolution, 
and ask for its consideration at this time: 
Resolved, That a committee of three members be appointed by the Vice-Presi- 
dent to wait 1 5 tho President of the United States 1 him that a quorum 


of the Senate has assembled and that the Senate is ready to receive any communi- 
cation he may be pleased to make. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent and agreed to. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. „Mr. Morton, and 
Mr. Ransom as the committee. 


ORDER OF PROCEEDING. 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I move that when the Senate ad- 
journ it be to meet on Wednesday at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I desire to ask the Senator from In- 
diana if it is not better that we adjourn until to-morrow. We may as- 
sume that the President, on our giving him the La as notice, may say 
that he is ready to communicate 3 with this body, and if 
so would it not be better that the body should be in session to receive 
that communication? If the President should say that at a subse- 
spent time he would be ready to communicate to the Senate, then we 

ould convene at that time; but if the exigency should arise where 
the President would be ready to communicate to-morrow, it seems to 
me we ought to be in session to receive such communication. 

Mr. MORTON. My motion was simply for the purpose of giving 
the President a day to prepare and submit any communication he 
mey have to make. If there is any objection to the motion I with- 

raw it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion of the Senator from Indiana 
is withdrawn. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 

Ord: That the hour of the dail of the or- 
48 . ly meeting Senate, until otherwise or: 

Mr. INGALLS. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at one o’clock and thirty minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


TUESDAY, March 6, 1877. 


WILLIAM H. BARNUM, of Connecticut, and THEODORE F. RANDOLPH, 
of New Jersey, ap in their seats to-day. 

Prayer by the plain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was road and approved. 


ORDER OF PROCEEDING, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Chair, not understanding the eighth 
rule of the Senate prescribing the regular order of business to be ap- 
plicable at this session, awaits the pleasure of the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I beg leave to present a petition of Colonel Thomas 
Worthington, of Ohio, praying for a pension. It will have to lie on 
the table until the committees are appointed. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the Senate receives the petition presented 
by the Senator from Ohio I wish to inquire whether at this called 
session of the Senate alone legislative business, or petitions relating’ 
to it, can be inorder. My inquiry is not an objection to the reception 
of the petition presented by the Senator from Ohio, but it is for in- 
formation for the government of mye and other Senators, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair had supposed that the former 
practice of the Senate was otherwise, and that nothing could be in- 
troduced at this session which related to legislative business. Ifthere 
is any doubt upon the matter, the Chair will submit it to the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I had some doubt upon that point before I sub- 
mitted the petition, and I presented it in order to raise the question. 
My impression is that the Senate has always held that it is a contin- 
nous body and can receive petitions, but certainly it cannot do any 
legislative act at a called executive session. In order to fortify my- 
self, I asked the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. ANTHONY,] whose 
experience here is longer than my own, and it was his impression, as 
I understood him, that the presentation of petitions was now in order. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I was under the impression that 1 could 
be received at any time, but that no legislation could be had. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator from Rhode Island allow 
me to ask a question? It may be said, I think, in general terms that 
the practice has been both ways in the Senate; but I ask the Senator 
from Rhode Island whether the practice of receiving petitions in the 
instance which can be referred to was not under a special order 
adopted by the Senate? If the Senator will remember, I think he 
will recall the fact that the Senate adopted on one occasion a cer- 
tain order or resolution, and under that the question arose as to the 
true construction, and after considerable discussion it was held on 
that occasion that petitions might be received and laid u the tab] 
or possibly refe: to committees ; I do not remember about that. 
do not think, however, that the practice of the Senate of late has 
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been that at an executive session so called, a called session of the 
Senate convened for executive business, not for legislative business, 
anything is in order going to any stage, even the initiation, of legis- 
lative business. Ido not care for one which way the practice is de- 
termined; but I have myself a number of petitions and may receive 
others, and I shonld like to know whether at this session it is the 
pleasure of the Senate to receive them. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit the question to 
the Senate, Will the Senate at this special session receive petitions? 

Mr. THURMAN. The question that is now mooted is one that was 
considered and, in my humble judgment, erroneously decided at the 
last special session of the Senate. There is no question that we can 
receive petitions in respect to anything that the Senate can do at this 
time; but that we can go and receive petitions on all matters of leg- 
islation and refer them to the different committees to consider them 
with a view to legislation, I do not believe. 

But what I rose to say now is that I hope this subject will not be 
discussed or pursued at this time. There are several gentlemen en- 
titled to seats on this floor who have not yet been sworn in, and it is 
a matter of the highest privilege that they should be sworn in as far 
as they are entitled, that the Senate may complete its organization 
before we proceed to the discussion of other matters. I hope, there- 
fore, that if there is any question now it will be deferred. I do not 
know exactly what the question is. 

Mr. CONKLING. Shall the petition be presented ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition has been presented. 

Mr. THURMAN, Let it be laid on the table for the present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHER- 
MAN] consent to that arrangement? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

i Mr. WALLACE, I rise to a privileged question, and offer a resolu- 
ion. 

Mr. CONKLING. I rise to a question of order, and obtaining leave 
to address the Chair, I will state that I do not consent to that arrange- 
ment. If the petition is received and laid on the table it is received, 
I suggest to my friend from Ohio farthest from me, [Mr. THURMAN, ] 
f ih THURMAN. Then let the question of reception be laid on the 

able, 

Mr. CONKLING. To that I have no objection; but I object to the 
petition being received by consent and laid on the table, for I think 
that concludes the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. Although I dare say I shall be in favor of this 
pet “aks itself, I ask that the question of reception be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is well enough. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senate consent to that arran 
ment? The Chair understands that there is noobjection to the question 
of reception lying on the table for the present. It is so ordered. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. HAMLIN, I wish to report to the Senate that the committee 
clothed with authority to wait upon the President and to inform him 
that a quoram of this body had now convened and was ready to re- 
ceive any communication he might be pleased to make have per- 
formed that duty and the President said he would probably desire to 
communicate executively with us to-morrow. 


SENATOR FROM MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. WALLACE. I rise to a question of privilege and offer the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the credentials of L. Q. C. Lamar, Senator-elect from the State of 
Mississippi, be taken from the table, and that he be sworn, 

Mr, ANTHONY. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

5 refused to adjourn there being on a division; ayes 14, 
nays 36. 

Mr. BLAINE. I hope the Senate will not adjourn when a motion 
is pending to swear in a Senator whose credentials are entirely rog- 
ular, against whom there is no contest. If there be anything at all 
affecting his election, it is something for labored investigation in the 
Senate; something upon which ee facie we have no ible power 
to pass. This is the case of a Senator who has just the same right 
to be sworn in now as I had yesterday, and therefore I cordially sec- 
ond the resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SPENCER. I call for the reading of the report made during 
the last Congress on the Mississippi case. [“O, no!“ ] I think it is 
urey, germane to this subject, and I call for the ing of that re- 


port. 

Mr. THURMAN. About how long wonld that take? 

Mr. SPENCER. I do not know how long. It is the report made 
by the late Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Boutwell] from a se- 
lect committee appointed to investigate affairs in Mississippi, and 
especially the election of 1875. 

r. WALLACE. I rise to a point of order, that the matter is not 
pertinent to the issué before the Senate. The Senator may submit it 
as part of his remarks, but it is out of order that a paper of that kind 
should be read pending a resolution to which it has no reference. 

Mr. THURMAN. I understand the Senator from Pennsylvania to 


make a point of order, and I wish to say one word upon the question. 
o matter what is contained in the report, 8 it goes to the 
ody. It may be 


prima facie right of Mr. Lamar to a seat in this 


matter for the Committee on Privileges and Elections to consider 
after he has been sworn in, if objection is made to his retaining his 
seat; but his credentials make a prima facie case entitling him to a 
seat here, and there is not one word in all that voluminous report 


which touches the question at all. It may go to his right to retain 
his seat, but his entials make a prima facie case. He was elected 
by the acknowledged Legislature of his State; he is certified pursu- 
ant to her laws and to the act of Congress; and, as the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. BLAINE] has truly said, he has as much right to be sworn 
as had any Senator who was sworn in rday. en, if there is 
matter to oust him from his seat, that will be a subject for considera- 
tion by the Committee on Privileges and Elections. I therefore agree 
with the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WaLLAcn, ] that it is out 
of order to call on us to sit here for an or two hours to listen to that 


report. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will ask the Secretary to read 
the fifteenth rule of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

15. When the reading of a is called for, and the same is objected to by any 
Senator, it shall be determined by a vote of the Senate, and without debate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall the report specified by the Senator 
from Alabama be read? 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question, and declared that the 
noes evidently 1 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the resolution sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SPENCER. I call for the yeas and nays upon the question 
whether the report shall beread. It is a very unheard-of proposition 
embodied in the resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania. The 
government of the State of Mississippi is a usurpation. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question of the reading of the paper 
is not debatable, The Senator from Alabama calls for the yeas and 
7 on that question. 
ce À GORDON. The question has already been decided by the 

air, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Those in favor of taking by yeas and 
nays the question whether the report ified by the Senator from 
Alabama shall be read will say “ay,” [putting the question ;] con- 

“no.” Evidently one-fifth of the Senate present have not voted 
to sustain the call. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think the ordinary way in the Senate is to re- 
quire a show of hands, or for Senators sustaining the call for the yeas 
and nays to rise. 7 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks the Senator from 
California, as he will any Senator, for a suggestion as to the practice 
of the Senate. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I cannot see any good reason why 
there should be delay in swearing in the Senator from 1 
He comes here with his certificate signed by a man whom every de- 
partment of this Government has recognized as the acting governor 
of Mississippi. There is no claim even that there is any other per- 
son entitled to act as governor of Mississippi at this time. The Sen- 
ator-elect bears his certificate like that which entitled the electors of 
that State to cast their vote for President of the United States. I 
think it was the same governor, recognized by both branches of Con- 
gress, who certified to the electors. any faith is hereafter to be 
given to the certificate which a Senator brings here from the gov- 
ernor of his State in conformity, in form, to the law of his State, such 
force must be given to this, 

It seems to me to be trifling with a serious question to be 5 8 95 
ing delays in such a case. It is a matter which the Senate would do 
all to took at very carefully before they conclude that when a man 
presents himself here with all the title that it is possible for a man 
to bring upon paper he should be excluded, not because of any ineli- 

ibility of his to hold the seat, but upon the question whether he has 
fon elected or not. That seems to me to be a matter which should 
be referred to a committee, and should be heard in the 7 manner, 
and decided after we give effect to the certificate. Of what possible 
service can the certificate which any one of us brings here be to any 
of us or to the Senate unless it have the very force of admitting the 
man holding it to a seat ding the question whether he is entitled 
in fact to hold that seat? Otherwise he might and all of us might 
stand at the threshold, and one-third of the Senate, at the commence- 
ment of each two years, would be required to stand at the threshold 
while the other 1 upon the question finally whether 
they were actually elec or not. The distinction to be made 
between one certificate and another ee upon the certificate 
itself, and not upon the question behind that certificate, whether the 
man was properly elected or not. It goes to the question whether 
one-third of the Senate, once in two years, shall stand outside while 
the other two-thirds pass finally upon their right to the seats to which 
they have been elected. 

. MORTON. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio [Mr. THUR- 
MAN] this morning lays down a doctrine about which there should 
be no controversy, as he says. It is very distinctly within my recol- 
lection that the cares, de Senator from Ohio stood precisely upon 
the other side of that doctrine not much more than a year ago in the 
case of Pinchback, who was certified by a governor recognized b; 
every department of this Government. It was urged that he shoul 
not be admitted to his seat until after investigation took place as to 
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whether the Legislature which elected him was a lawful body or not. 
I remember distinctly that every distinguished gentleman on this 
side of the Chamber affirmed the proposition that his certificate gave 
him no title to the seat and the right to have the investigation r- 
ward instead of before. If it were admitted that the present pov- 
ernor of Mississippi is the lawful governor of that State, (of which I 
say nothing now,) still any question thatmight be raised as to whether 
the Legislature that elected Mr. Lamar was the lawful Legislature of 
Mississippi may be investigated before he takes his seat, according to 
the doctrine laid down in regard to Pinchback and upon which he 
was rejected by the united democratic vote of this 1 with a few 
Republicans entertaining the same opinion. So far as I enunciated 
any doctrines upon that occasion I am not 1 to retract them; 
I have not changed my mind; but I eave to remind Senators 
that this is an exceedingly sudden revolution upon the part of the 
Senator from Ohio. 

So far as these objections are concerned, it seems to me it would 
be right (without saying now anything at all upon the merits or what 
may be my action) to take these States in the order in which they 
DAYE Sean named. aoe Senaton e nis 3 — eee ee 

ere 8780 Ti governor of that State, recogn y eve: 
en of this Government, and indisputably the governor of 
the State of Louisiana when he made that certificate. Gentlemen 
have inte: an objection and have stopped him. Upon the very 
pronon upon which they pro to stop him the Senator from Ala- 

ama [Mr. SPENCER] would have aright to oppose an objection in the 
- ease of Mississippi; whether it is well founded or not is another 
question; but I am speaking of the principle involved. It seems to 
me it is one doctrine in one case and it is another doctrine in another 


case. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I should be try sorry to believe 
that the faculties of the Senator from Indiana are failing, but I must 
say that one of them has exhibited a weakness this morning in the 
remarks that he has just made which might give concern to his 
fricnds—the faculty of memory. When the Senator from Indiana 
says that there is any inconsistency in the position I took in the few 
remarks that I made to-day and my position in regard to Pinchback’s 
case, he utterly forgets that twice I corrected that misapprehension 
of his when Pinchback’s case was under consideration, and that the 
ine 5 from Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] corrected him as well 
as I did. 

Sir, I said in the Goldthwaite case, I said in the Pinchback case, I 
say now, that where a man has been elected by that body which is 
confessedly the Legislature of the State to a seat in this Senate, and 
brings with him the credentials which the law prescribes, there is not 
in the whole history of this Government a single instance in which 
he has not been allowed on that prima qon case to take his seat. But 
mark the two elements: first, that he been elected by a body that 

is the Legislature, and not by a mob; and secondly, that hé brings the 
proper credentials. The defect in Pinchback's case was that, accord- 
ing to the testimony taken before the very committee of which the 
Senator from Indiana is chairman, according to the very report 
made by that committee, made with not a single dissenting voice ex- 
cept his own, that body which elected Pinchback was not the Legis- 
lature of Louisiana; and it was upon that ground, and that ground 
alone, that we held, having the facts before us, having the facts found 
by our committee and spread ont before us, that his credentials did 
not make a prima facie case. 

Now, sir, there is no such case here. Nobody doubts that the body 
that elected Mr. Lamar was the Legislature of Mississippi; nobody 
can doubt that at all in a legal point of view; and that being the 
case, and he coming here with the proper credentials, I say again that 
he stands as every other Senator stands who has been sworn into this 
body and that there is not in the whole history of the Senate ono sin- 
gle instance in which it has been refused to allow the man thus pre- 
senting himself to be sworn in. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio is pleased to 
talk about failing faculties. My faculties would have failed sadly if 
I did not remember that the Senator from Ohio stood npon precisely 
the reverse ground from what he does now in the Pinchback case. In 
this case the claimant was certified by the governor, indisputably 
recognized as such by every department of the Government; he was 
elected by a Legislature which was the only Legislature in Louisiana, 
which had enacted hundreds of statutes, had been recognized by the 
different departments of this Government in other respects as the 
es mag had been recognized by the supreme court of the State, 

been the islature for the State for years. And, sir, the pres- 
ent Legislature, if they have one, the Legislature of last year, was a 
lineal descendant of that body. 

But the Senator says the election must be by a Legislature confess- 
edly legal. Confessed by whom? Confessed by everybody or de- 
nied by a party? No, sir; a Legislature recognized by the proper 
authorities as the logat Legislature is all that is required. It does not 
need to be confessed by everybody, by the Senator from Ohio, in order 
to make it a lawful Legislature. That sort of doctrine will not prevail. 


But the Senator says that in that case Pinchback was not elected 
by the Legislature of Louisiana, as wasshown by a report made bya 
committee of this body. Perhaps the report that the Senator from 
Alabama wants to have read might show, if we hear it, that the 
Legislature that chose Mr. Lamar was not a lawful Legislature. If 


mere re; can establish facts and make a Legislature lawful or 
unla it might be of great interest to hear the report which the 
Senator from Alabama p to have read. 


Without giving any opinion in regard to what should be done, I 
want to say that from my knowledge of what took place in Mis- 
sissippi in 1875 it presented a field of carnage; that that election 
was a fraud from beginning to end, the most monstrous fraud that 
was ever practiced in this country, in any State, or by any party. It 
was a shameless outrage from beginning to end, without mitigation 
or excuse ; and it is not in the ingenuity of man, itis not in the ability 
of man, to furnish an excuse or a palliation for the outrages in Missis- 
sippi in 1875. All that occurred in Louisiana was even small and 

ing compared with it. Mississippi was an armed camp through- 
out the rapa gn in 1875, and a republican majority known to be not 
less than 30,000 was overcome by violence and intimidation. Sir, a 
republican majority as indisputable as that in the State of Maine or 
in the State of Vermont was overcome by violence, by every species 
of intimidation, of unlawful pressure and o that the ingenuity 
of man could devise. The cases are different, simply because the 
case is reversed. That is all. It is not Pinchback now, a republican 
applicant, but it is Mr. Lamar, a democratic applicant. Mr. Pinch- 
back came with a certificate from a governor who I believe was 
elected by the people of Louisiana, but whether he had been or not 
he was recognized by every department whose recognition was re- 
. elected by a poms that was the only Legislature of the 
tate, and which had recognized by every department of the 
State government. The title of that Legislature in point of morals 
and in point of fact was infinitely — 955 than the title of the Leg- 
islature of eer chosen in 1875. 

Mr. BLAINE. . President, I have been in the Senate just long 
enough to notice how unpleasant it is to have a record; and, there- 
fore, if Iam to have length of days here as the honorable Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN] has, I want to be very careful as to what 
record I make. I am very glad, if he will permit me to say it with- 
out any intentional offense, that he is py tn his record from the 
Pinchback ease. I think Pinchback ought to have been admitted ; 
I think he had precisely the same 1 to be admitted that Mr. 
Lamar has to-day. I beg my friend from Indiana that, just at the 
moment when the Senator from Ohio is getting right, he will not get 
wrong. They both came here with credentials as absolute as the Sena- 
torfrom Indiana or any other Senator on this floor presented. Possibly 
all that is in the report that the Senator from Alabama desires to have 
read may be true. Possibly a great deal more may be true than the 
Senator from Indiana has said. All that is matter for investigation. 
It may amount to enough to unseat the Senator from Mississippi; 
but that is for subsequent investigation. 

We are to determine here now whether the Senate of the United 
States will say that a Senator who has no contestant, by a single and 
undisputed Legislature, his credentials bearing the broad seal of the 
State and signed by the undoubted governor of the State, shall be 
stopped on the threshold for an investigation. It is a dangerous thing 
to do, Mr. President ; it is a dangerous thing for any legislative body 
to do; and for one I propose to have a clean record on this question. 
I have seen what might be called a little of the Sangrado politics in 
the Congress of the United States—of course I do not refer to the 
Senate—that where blood-letting and warm water were resorted to 
they must be kept up evenif it kills the patient. Ido not propose to 
adopt the recipe. Let us treat northern States and southern States 
and western States and all States alike on this question. Let the 
broad seal and the certificate of the executive be at once the creden- 
tial, no matter what may be the politics or the personal character of 
the person who presents himself, althongh in that case, lest the remark 
might be misunderstood, it gives me pleasure to speak of the gentle- 
man-from Mississippi now under consideration as one whom I am al- 
ways happy to meet in any body. 

Mr. MO ON. Ishould like to ask the Senator this quest ion, what 
objection bd has, under the views he has given, to having Mr. Kellogg 
sworn in 

Mr. BLAINE. I am going, as soon as this is disposed of, to present 


a resolution —— 
Mr. MORTON. The State was called yesterday and objection 


made. 
Mr. BLAINE. I havea resolution written that I will present when 


a eae is off to have Mr. Kellogg sworn. That will tell what I 
think of it. 
Mr. MORTON. I want to say one word to my friend from Maine. 


So far as my record is concerned, 1 propose to take care of that. Ho 
will perhaps have quite enough to do to take care of his own. I was 
calling attention not to any new position I have taken, for I do not 
intend to change my views because there is a change of caso, but I 
was callingattention to the extraordinary revolution that I witnessed 
on the floor of the Senate this morning in the views of others. My 
own opinion is that these cases ought to be taken in the order in 
which they are called, that Lonisiana should be taken up first and 
let the others follow as they were called. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I am never very much troubled about 
my record. That can take care of itself. I voted against the admis- 
sion of Mr. Pinchback to a seat here upon the certificate which he pre- 
sented. I believed then I was voting right, and I believe now that I 
was then voting right. If such a certificate as was given to him un- 
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der the same circumstances should be presented here, I should so vote 
again. To-day, while I vote to admit Mr. Lamar to his seat, I should 
vote against admitting Mr. Pinchback until it was settled between 
the certificate which he bronght here and the certificate which a man 
standing by his side bronght here, signed by another man claiming 
to be governor of Louisiana, up to that time with proce the same 
title upon paper and upon recognition that Mr. Pinchback brought 
here. Upto the time that Pinckback’s certificate was signed by 
Kellogg, no department of the Government, neither branch of Con- 
gress, had recognized either the ono or the other of those men as gov- 
ernor of the State of Louisiana. They both claimed to be governor; 
they both claimed to have a Legislature behind them; and neither 
of them had up to that time been sanctioned by any judicial deter- 
mination in the State itself or here; neither had recognition by the 
Executive or by either branch, and so neither had any advantage 
over the other. I believe that Mr, Kellogg was the lawful governor 
subsequently to that day, and so I yoted to recognize him as a gov- 
ernor ; and from that time any certificate which he had given to any- 
body under the seal of the State presenting himself here as elected a 
Senator would haye been such a certificate as Mr. Lamar has. 

It is worth while to keep up the distinction. It was because I was 
compelled to recognize that fact that I said that Mr. Pinchback and 
the other man, whose name I do not now recall, one bringing a cer- 
tificate from Mr. Kellogg and the other from Mr. McEnery, each of 
them claiming to be the governor of the State and each reciting that 
the lawful ture in conformity with the law of the State had 
chosen him a Senator, stood upon the same footing and neither had a 
prima facie case. I said that those two men, with propriety and with- 
out danger, and without ony are spon tho rights of a State at all, 
might well stand at the door while the Senate should determine, so 
far as it was 8 for the admission of a Senator here, Which of 
them was the rightful Legislature. The question which was the 
rightful Legislaturo assumed another form after that. When a dis- 
tinguished committee of the other branch went down to Louisiana and 
reported such facts as justified a very large 5 of the House in 

nizing Mr. Kellogg as the governor, then he stood in a position 
vernor of the State of Mississip istands to-day upon 
the certificate Mr. Lamar presents here atthis door; and, there- 
fore, without troubling myself about my record, while I voted one 
way upon Mr. Pinchback I vote the other way upon this man on the 
title that this man has presented here at the door. 

Mr. SPENCER, Mr. President, I am opposed to the admission of 
Senator Lamar from the State of Mississippi upon the ground that 
the State government is a fraud and a us tion. The islature 
was as much of a mob as the Legislature of Louisiana, and I think 
much more of a mob, For the reasons on which I am opposed to the 
admission of the Senator from Mississippi, I desire to send the fol- 
lowing document to the Clerk’s desk and ask to have it read as part 
of my remarks. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report submitted by Mr. Bout- 
woll from the select committee to inquire into alleged frauds in the 
recent election in Mississippi, on the 7th of August, 1876: 

The ig ee appointed under a resolution of the Senate adopted on the 
31st of last, and instructed to inquire how far the rights of the people of 
Mississippi, gures by the Constitution of the United States, and secured espe- 
cially by the fifteenth amendment, were violated by force, trand, or intimidation at 
the election held in that State on the 2d of November, 1875, respectfully submit to 
the Senate the tes! my taken, with the conclusions of the committee thereon. 

The testimony will fully support the allegation that force, fraud, and intimida- 
tion were used y and successfully in the political canvass of 1875. 
be: to a detailed statement of the facts and conclusions sus- 
tained and warranted by the proof, the committee think it proper to refer to the 
a e and excuses offered in justification of the outrages committed. 

t has been alleged that Governor Ames was an unfit n to hold theoffice to 
which he was elected in the year 1873; but, on tho con , the committee find 
from evidence as well as from general report in Mississippi that Governor Ames 
wes not only not amenable to any just charge affecting his parsona — his 
character as a public officer, or his ability for the duties of chief magistrate of that 
State, but that his fitness in all these culars was sustained by the testimony of 


parti b 
those who were not in accord with him ey. The committe refer especially 
to the testimony of Hon. J. A. P. Camp! 2 by the oxisting government 
one of the judges of the supreme court of of Mississippi; 
The ence submitted tends mney to show, what cannot be denied, that there 
s in office in the Sta 5 
e or 


just where the 


ber of immi; 
are intelli 
ble, and who, in 
3 a 
t hat durin; xor eight years the of the State ha: 
been Japie lyin — 2 — . — — 


ts, was 
t, upright, and brave men from the 


through negligence and extravagance misapplied. 

It is undoubtedly true thas tasea are kigher in the State of Mississippi than they 
were prev to but the rate of increase is far less than 

— tes, where no serious complaints are made against the 

a! 0 affairs. 

W's is to be abeecved alan that revious to the war taxes were not levied for the 
support of schools in Mississippi; indeed, there was no system of public instruc- 


tion; and that since the war school-houses have been erected in all parts of the 
State for the education of the children of both 5 large sums of money 
of schools 


have been expended annually for the maintenance ls, inclading 

training teachers. 

It is also true that previous to the war the taxes were im upon slaves and 
upon business, while since the war the taxes have boen laid chiefly upon personal 


property and upon land, 2 
In 1873 the State expenses were $953,000; in 1874, $903,000 ; arid in 1875 the ex- 
were only $618,000. The State debt, not including trust funds, is only 


„000. 
A tax of $1.60 upon each person will pay the public debt and meet the current 
ng trees fox a year. (Testimony, 
F © following statement in regard to taxation for 
the po of 8 years. He says: 
5 e, for example, twenty years of democratic rule in Mississippi, and see what 
amount of money their own records show were ed, and they held aninter- 
of the auditor and treasurer, 
o the twent; from 1850 
= six years of republican rule, from to 1875, inclu- 
n: 


tor 


rupted sway, as we can best ascertain from the 
made to biennial sessions of their Logislature. 
to 1870 and com 
sivo, the follo 


$663, 520 55 


1800 2. 


2 
pr 


BEE 
882225 
ga 


Prep or 
È 
28888888 


B| BEES 
: EE 


5, 623, 741 49 2 
Total expenditures for twenty years Qꝝ. 25, 832, 640 44 
Now, take the republican administration for six years. Expenditures for — 
—— — $1, 061, 249 90 ee 


5 
2 
è 


1,319, 626 19 | 1874... 
1, 098, 031 69 | 1875 


3, 478, 906 78 


Total expenditures for six years, $5,957,525.78. 


“The twenty years of democratic administration show an annual average of 
eee © six years of republican administration show an annual average 
This may be claimed to be unfair, as it ä war; but, for 
the sake of let us strike out tho four years of war, or the amount ex- 
ed during those four years, 1861, 1862, 1 and 1864, and add in lieu thereof 
© amount expended in 1500, $603.536.55, and we have an expenditure of 812.184. 
019.06, or an annual ave of $699,200.95, as $992,920.96. From this it 
would sae Sa the republican administration 
democratic administration ; but there are several reasons for this: 


msive to the State by dispensing 
of which had been formerly paid by the connties ; juris- 
von to the o court, and the number of citizens had more than 
doubled, and all de; ta of State government rendered necessarily more ex- 
ive. And F at an expense very 
that had never existed before the war. The expenditures for school 
CCC Let us add a few 
necessary since the war, and for which no ex itures 
were ever made by the democracy, by way of annual averages, and it be seen 
at a glance why it is that the expenditures have beon larger than 
For school pi (as above) enesrace — . . 
Probate-court business by the chancery court, (probates’ salaries by the 
Average annual improvements on public buildings, about. 
furnished, (destroyed during the war, and exhausted, 


12, 500 
469, 200 
“Taking this from the = $992,920.96, leaves $523,720.96. These were neces- 
never incurred by a democratic administration. The only common- 

2 


6 
years, with leas than one-half of 3 governed, and at a time when 


85 tures hero were yin advance of former yeaıs. Many other 
—— ext 5 ag incurred since Jexenry, 1870, not in- 
cluded in these statemen 


ts. 
This. I think, shows a fair statement of the expenditures for the last twenty- 
six years, twenty years of democratic rule and six of republican rule. 
2 taxes have been and decreased for the ons State 
for the six years alluded to, as follows: 1870, 5 mills on the dollar; in 1 it was 
4 mills; in 1872, 8 mills; in 1873 it was 12} mills; in 1874 it was 14 mills; in 1875 it 
was 94. the last three years was a school tax as follows; 1873 and 1874, a 
tax of 4 mills, and 1875, 2 mills. This is included in the above estimate, 
and the counties were restricted in their levies for county purposes as follows: By 
act of 1872 the counties were prohibited from le 1 — which, with the State 
and school tax added, shall exceed 25 mills on the „and in 1875 they were 
restricted to 20 mills on the dollar. 
as to the burden of 


“It seoms that the real complaint of the people of the 
taxation, grows outof the fact that lo property of the State is, in the main, 


unproductive; and to evade the tax the tax-payers, in giving their property to the 
assessor, it far below its actual value, and continue year after year to reduce 
the taxable values of the propersy. 

The statements made by G. E. Harris, attorney-general, Captain H. T. 
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Fisher, and Mr. E. Barksdale are referred to as presenting both sides of the caso 
and furnishing the best means at the command of the committee for a just judg- 


ment. 

The testimony taken tends to show that those who participated in the means by 
which the election of 1875 was carried by the democratic R ask rely, for justifica- 
— aan the facts of maladministration, as set forth in testimony submitted 

t s report. 

In the opinion of the commi those errors and wrongs, if admitted to the ex- 
tent claimed, furnish no justifi whatever for the outrages and crimes estab- 
lished by the testimony, 

Itis theo alleged in justification of the acts of intimidation, and of the crimes 
committed during the canvass and at the election, that Governor Ames had organ- 
ized, or attempted to organize, a force, termed the negro militia. At the time of 
the riot at Clinton, on the 4th of September, 1875, which resulted in the death of at 
least thirty persons, there was no mili organization in the State. The sum of 
$00,000 had teen appropriated by the lature at its preceding session, for the 
organization and sup; of a mili orce; and the event at Clinton, in connec- 
tion with the fact of disturbances in otber portions of the State, led Governor Ames 
1 its organization. At the same time he issued the following proclama- 
1 


PROCLAMATION. 


STATE OF EXECUTIVE 3 
Ji September 7, 1 
izations in various 
organizations are moved to 
he support of each other from point to t in counties and from one county to 
another without the approval or consent of the 


Whereas such action has already cansed great injury to the interests of the peo- 
ple, and, if persisted in, will result in incalculable evil: 

Now, therefore, I, Adelbert Ames, governor of the State of rapes oo! do hereby 
make proclamation and command all persons belo: to such organizations to dis- 
band forthwith; and I hereby require all citizens to render obedience to and assist 
the peace officers of the various counties in the preservation of peace and order and 
the enforcement of the laws of the State. 
the State of Missiesippl to be adixed, thie the 7th day of September, A D. H . 

e State o; T y „A. D. k 

1. .] : 3 ADELBERT AMES, 

By the governor : 

JAMES HILL, Secretary of State. 

Some of the officers selected by him were native-born white citizens who hed 
served in the late war on the side of the confederates, and he solicited and aecepted 
recruits from the white as well as from the black population. (See testimony of 
General Hurst, e 87.) 

This effort on the part of the governor, it is now claimed, was the occasion seized 
Sae democrats for orgauizing and arming themselves, ostensibly to resist the 
black militia; but, in fact, such organization had been effected previously, as is 
shown by the testimony concerning the Clinton riot, and in the end it became the 
means by which the colored inhabitants and the white republicans of the State were 
overawed, intimidated, and deprived of their rights as citizens. (See testimony of 
546; and others. 
were the instruments also by which numerous murders were 


atically disregarded by the democrats in th 
trated 


de ensa ra nie 5 ho militia for the preservation of the publi 
0 e on part to the mili ‘or the ion o public 
peace seems to the committee to have been not only lawful but „and the 
course of the democrats in organizing and arming thomselves to resist the governor 
in his efforts to preserve the public peace was unlawful, and the proceedings should 
have been suppressed by the State authorities if possible, and, in case of failure on 
their part, © Government of the United States 

The constitution of the State cs that the militia shall consist of the able- 
bodied male citizens between age of eighteen years and the age of forty-five 
8 and the re provided for its organization by an act passed at its 

rst session in the year 1870. It was the duty of the governor to use the militia 
for the suppression of such riots as those of Vicksburgh and Clinton, and this with- 
= e to the question whether the white or the black race Wes most . 
et ‘or. 

In the opinion of the committee the riot at Clinton was in harmony with the 
se previously adopted by democrats in that vicinity, and designed to intimi- 

N the republican 23 The testimony shows that the riot wus in- 
augurated by a body of ight or ten young men from Raymond, who acted, a - 
on ng under the advice of the Raymond Gazette, a democratic newspaper, edited 
by G. W. Harper, an aged and highly respected man, according to the testimony of 
k Johnston, W. A. Montgomery, (page 559,) and others, 

The riot occurred September 4, and the Raymond Gazette, as early as June or 
July, gave this advice: 

There oro those who think that the leaders of the radical party have carried 
this system of fraud and falsehood just far enongh in Hinds County, and that the 
time come when it should be sto jsp ee eee pod es gece forcibly if neces- 
sary. And to this end it is pre at whenever a cal pow-wow is to be hel 
the nearest anti-radical clab appoint a committee of ten discreet, 3 an 
reputable citizens, fully identified with the interests of the neighborhood and well 
known as men of veracity, to attend as representatives of the tax-payers of the neigh- 
borhood and county, and true friends of tha negrocs assembled, and that whenever 
the radical speakers proceed to mislead the ne: „and open with falsehoods, and 
deceptions, and m resentations, the committee stop them right then and there, 
and compel them to the truth or quit the stand.“ i 

Nor do these outrages find any excuse in the statement made 8 by wit- 
nesses, that the n were organizing or threatened or contemplated organizing 
themselves into military bands for the destruction of the white race. The evidence 
shows conclusively that there were not only no such organizations, but that the 
negroes were not armed generally ; that those who had arms were furnished with 
inferior and second-hand weapons, and that their leaders, both religious and polit- 
ical, bad discountenanced a resort to force. Many rumors were current among the 
whites that the negroes were arming and massing in large bodies, but in all cases 
these rumors had no basis, 

In a sentence, i ge apn asserted that all the statements made that there was any 
justifiable cause recent proceedings in Mississippi are without foundation, 


speaking generally, that a controlling part 
and, as we think, a majority of the white ee, votes of the State wee en- 
in a systematic effort to carry the election, and this with a purpose to resort 
all means within their er, including on the of some of them the murder 
of prominent persons in the republican party, both black and white. 
ere was a minority, how oe gg committee are unable to say, who were 


posed to the outrages which report are to have taken place. Th 
minority, however, is for thn Gwe overawed and as powerless to the course 
of events as are the members of the republican party. Under more favorable cir- 
cumstances — may be able to rate with the friends of order and redeem 
the State from control of the revolutionary element. 

(1.) The committee find that the joo ny arg of the State, especially those who 
reached manhood during the war or who have arrived at that condition since the 
war, constitute the nucleus and the main force of the dangerous element. 

As far as the testimony taken by the committee throws any light upon the snb- 
* it tends, however, to establish the fact that the democratic organizations, both 

the counties and in the State, enco: ed the young men in their course, accepted 
=> 8 ee of their pont in. and are in a large degree responsible for 

e results, 


(2.) There was a general disposition on the of white employers to compel the 
laborers to vote the democratic ticket. This disposition was made manifest by 
newspaper articles, by the resolutions of conventions, and by the declarations of 
land-owners, planters, and farmers to the workmen whom they employed, and by 
the incorporation in contracts of a provision that they sh be void in case the 
n voted the republican ticket. 

(3.) Democratic clubs were organized in all parts of the State, and the ablo- 
bodied members were also organized yenerally into military companies and fur- 
nished with the best arms that could be procured in the country. Tho fact of their 
existence was no secret, although persons not in sympathy with the movement wero 
excluded from membership. Indeed their object was more fully attained by public 
declarations of their ee in connection with the intention everywhere ex- 
pressed, that it was their purpose to carry the election at all hazards, 

In many places these organizations one or more pieces of artillery. 
These pieces of artillery were carried over the counties and discharged upon t 
roads the neighborhood of republican meetings and at meetings held by the 
democrats. For many weeks before the election members of this mili organ- 
ization traversed the various counties, menacing the voters and dise 
pa by night as well as by day. This statement is sustained by the testimony of 

aptain W. A. Montgomery, Captain E.O. Sykes, J. D. Vertuer, lea democrats 
in Letina een as by the testimony of a large number of trust- 
worth: ublicans. 

(4.) 3 from the testimony that, for some time previous to the election, 
it was impossible, in a large number of the counties, to hold republican meetings. 
In the republican counties of Warren, Hinds, Lowndes, Monroe, Soplak, and 
Holmes meetings of the republicans were dis or broken up. and all attempts 
to engage in public discussion were abandoned by the republicans many weeks be- 


jon. 
(5.) The riots at Vicksburgh on the 5th of July and at Clinton on the 4th of pep- 
tember were lira ues ee purpose on the part of the democrats to brea! 

up the meetings of the republicans, to destroy the leaders, and to inaugurate an era 

8 not opiy in Toan oona pan but 5 State, 8 3 
republicans, an on êm m or mee 
— especially di them fon thie tine execs of the right to vote on the day of 
the election, The results sought for were in a large degree attained. 

(6) Following the riot at Clinton, thecountry for the next two days was sconred 
by detachments from these democratic military organizations over a circuit of 
many pilos sad a large number of unoffending persons were killed. The number 
8 on ascertained y, but it may be estimated fairly as between 
an 


Among the sent victims of those days of horror and crime was Mr. William 
P. Haffa, a white man, a teacher by profession, a justice of the peace by the choice 
of his fellow-citizens, and a candidate for re-election upon the blican ticket. 
igrated by IAI A for tos PULDAN 8 

ted to Mississ: r the 0 0 80 o; 
to related. by his mite is here rata in fall; 50 


ASSASSINATION OF MR. HAHA. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., July 7, 1876. 
Mrs. ALZINA F. Harra sworn and examined. 


PERSONAL STATEMENT. 
By the CHAIRMAN ; 


Queation: Have you lived in Mississippi; and, if so, how long? 

nawer, Yes, sir; it will be seven Aiae next February since I went thero. 
Q Where did you live before that 

In Philadelphia, my native place. 
2 What was your husband's name ! 

William P. 


Q: Did you go to Mississippi with him f 
. Yes, sir. 
2 Bs yee: living now! 
o, air. 
663 state to the committee the timo when he died and the cirenmstances 
of di 7 


A. Do you desire me to state anything previous to that ? 
Q. You can stato just what took placo in Mississippi that yon think important. 
. We were there about two months and a half or months 
g When did yon go there f 
In Boring: \ 
What year 
. Eighteen hundred and seventy; seven years next February. Mr. Haffa went 
there for the purpose of raising cotton and corn. 
Whero did you live} 
In Hinds County, third district. 


VISITED TO DEFINE HIS POLITICS. 

„ Near what town! 

. I cannot tell you how many miles from Vicksburgh, I don’t remember; but 
wo lived within a few miles of Auburn, Mississippi; I think it was two or three 
miles. After we had been living there about three months we were waited upon 
by the owners of the land, and they asked Mr. Haffa whether he was a friend to the 
white le or to the nigger, using a profane word. They called him outside aud 
I foll him and stood at the door and heard what they said. 

S le were! 

Frank and William Bush, owners of the land. William Bush was not an 
owner, but Frank was. William Bush was the agent for his wife and did all the 
Pesos e eee with the estate, which belonged to his wife. Her namo was 

ollie ¥ 

Mr. Haffa said he wasa friend to any one, be he black or white, that was de- 
serving of his friendship. They then said to him, “ We understand that you are a 
friend of the nigger,” using profane language; and they made some other remarks, 
I don't remember what; but they went away, and a short time after that they came 
back and inquired for him. He was notin; he was out in the field, They went 
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out there where he was, and little 


„ who was out there, said that they used 
some insulting lan; toward Me tate and that they threatened him. Hecame 
tod from the field and eal 


SoBe harer bang d to me, Mamma, I am afraid there will 
be ity here.” 
ELECTED JUSTICE OF THR PEACE. 


Then the colored people nominated him for sq 
his ent from Governor Alcorn, who was then governor of Mississippi. 
That raised the indignation of the cag at 2 They declared no northern man 
should come down there and rule them. ey sent up a number of petitions to 
have him removed. Governor Alcorn said there was nothing against him that he 
could find out, and unless there was some! cleo against iiss then his birth he 
on ae oe as long as it was the desire of the majority of the people, 
who are col ©. 

So then he fulfilled his office for two years, and the first election came on and 

JENA POSREDNE E en NS DONELO KOR Be es uces Dy the peoue M at 
time. Then he had occasion to have some business with these people, Bashes. 


MR. HAFFA LASHED. 

S: Was 1 prarain oe ponte business? 

I have forgotten now; I cannot say. They came to the house one Sat- 
urday afternoon ; I don’t know what time it was, but anyhow they got the col- 
ored people all to leave the premises except one, an old colored woman ; she could 
not getaway. They came to the house and asked me if Mr. Haffa was in. I said, 
“Yes.” They said they wanted to sec him. I went to the door as usual—I always 
went to the door when there was white people come around, for I was very much 
afraid of them myself. 

Fo tiay $e ain out by a tree a short distance off, and t had hitched their 
horses to tree. I watched them, and they took a cowhide and commenced to 
lash him very freely with it. I ran ont and grasped him around the waist. The 
said. We will show hat southern blood is. Mr. Hafa never said a wi 

He sa: 


. Lam here among 1 ‘s Well, have 
be down here among such anilliterate class people’ i 
MRS. HAFFA INJURED. 

And, finally, I kept on, and I presume it lasted over an hour, two hours; 
and they kept on until they got up to the house, and then Frank Bush took hold of 
me and threw me violently a a sill in front of the door, and the effects of it I 
have never gotten over yet. I was laid up in consequence of it for about a month. 
I was taken to Jackson, Mississi Senator Caldwell, of Mississippi, a colored 
man, paid my expenses there, which cost him $50. I was there for a month to be 
recu ; I was not able to be home at all; they had no hopes of me. 

In the mean time Mr. Haffa me to Jackson to make bond DE his prd: 

as magistrate for the second . He was there for afew days and 
went back and attended to his business, leaving me there. 


HER HUSBAND INSULTED—HER BOY FIRED AT. 


Then I went home, and there was nothing of any moment occurred for several 
months, Then Robinnett, a brother-in-law of these Bushes, met Mr. Haffa coming 
from tbe depot with my littla boy, who was on a mule, and Mr. Haffa was on a 
horse. Robinnett came up to Mr. Haffa and took hold of his whiskers, and told 
San be wae on 3 cona off his 3 satha would 7 one with him 

ere. $ somehow got away from him an t to orse, and the 
horse ran, and then Robinett fired at my little boy.. T j 


ATIEMPT AT ASSASSINATION, 


puing 8 the excitement he pasar dang get Sas tag a to have the man Peis 
resi + and there was never an y after 
the Bushes made attempts at M Hai an. : 


him wherever he went. He had to be guarded by the colored le. Even in 
han feos. eth a 


Tae I always answ LR Coe St an 
e day-time as well as night, for I t t 

J Mr amiat 
to see him on business. 


I went in and told Mr. Haffa, 
Mamma, you gini itis too cold for 


y 
might do better 
n 5 As “ Yes, 


says to him. ur wife in; , and it is not 
genaemt Lor eng e present.” There was a col woman, a teacher, 

ere, standing by me. Mr. Haffa then spoke in a more emphatic manner than 
usual, for mo to go she og 


and I went to turn around with the to goin when this 
ook her head that way, [indicating,} and I said, "T will not 
at Mr. Hehad 


horse, and put him in the cotton-house and locked him up until next morning. In 
the — he knocked at the door and prayed to be let out, and asked Mr. Haffa’s 
pardon, and said he did not intend anything. 

Mr. H: thought probably, on account of gyorg ey it would be better 
to be lenient than to use harsh means, though he had in his power ; so he let 
him out; and said he, “ Squire, won't 75 give me my pistol!" It Was a small Der- 
ringer pistol. Mr. Haffa said, I don’t know that I He said, Will you give 
it back to me, please? I ( such thing as that again, 
A I was put up to do it.” Mr. Haffa said. Who put 
8 t?” and he would not say who it was; and he gave him back his pis- 

deer tures days atter that be 

wo or t mother called on me—Mr. Haffa was absent at 
the time--and made an apol eee Mr. Haffa says, 

0 think nothing about it; we let it as as he made re on 
for it. In that way FCC kindness.” 


MRS. HAFFA TEACHES SCHOOL AND ADVISES COLORED VOTERS. 

Then he came on North here and remained a year, and left me there as teacher. 
I a been a there ever synat the public schools ays — in AA peepee 
school-house was only twenty or y yards from m use, and we our 
club meetings there, and poe Oe absence of Mr. Haffa T attended to the business of 
teste tee was their secretary part of the time, and I did various other 

During the election of McKee the colored le waited on me and asked me if 
I would persuade them to vote for McKee. ey left it all to me whether he was 
the right kind of a man for them to have to represent them in Congress. I had 
heard Mr. Haffa speak very happily of Mr. M as well as several of his inti- 
mate friends at Jackson, one of whom, I think, was Captain Fisher; so I said to 
them, ‘ Vote for McKee; vote the republican ticket 2 Roger oo don't allow 
anything to influence you spans voting tbat ticket.” They implicit confi- 
dence in me from the Toto my being so long; and they always consulted 
me in every respect during Mr. absence. 

I taught 8 and night-school up to the day of Mr. Haffa's murder. He 
came back, I don't remember exactly vrhat time, but I think it was in May—April 
or May, somewhere. 


MR. HAFFA TRACHES SCHOOL. 
ago wasit? 
I think it was three years last May, if my mi ee The 
colored people waited on him asked him if he would take their to teach, 
about seven miles from there. He said he did not know whether he would or not, 


How} 


take the school.” He said he would give 
k they came again, and he finally determined to take the school, 
and he taught the school up to the time he was 


WABNED OF IMPENDING DANGER, 


The school closed on given h and the public school was opened the following 
Monday and on Monday, the 6th of September—I have forgotten whether it was 
between two and three or three and four o'clock in the morning—but my aflidavit 
that I made out in Jackson has the time, but I have forgotten now. There 
was a number of colored people ted on Mr. on the Sunday before. He at- 
tended their Sunday school, and always there Sunday for the colored peo- 

le; and he came back and said to “Squire, don't feel afraid of your 

e? Don't you feel timid?” He said. No, I am not They said thatthe 
white people said 8 destroy e e 5 
going to escape a limb, and t he was mentioned as one of them. id he, O, 
no; re is so much about them, I don't ep sen tae f die harm me, 
now, after we have been ving bere so many years, and they have attempted it, so 
often.” 


A FEDERAL OFFICER APOLOGIZES FOR HIS NEGLECT OF DUTY. 


I neglected to say that when we were first struck, how he would take it to court 
anda gentleman that has a United States position, he came to him and a) 5 — 
5 T think he is now United States marshal, hen 
we first went there he was sheriff, and the Bushes were wealthy, and he said, “Mr. 
Haffa, it is no use for you to be butting yourself against the bricks while you have 
no money and the Bushes are wealthy, and you might as well drop the case right 
away, for you cant an g.“ 

But Mr. Haffa laid his damages at $10,000. I heard Mr. Haffa say that himself; 
and he got defeated out of it. Through Mr. Lake eee the papers to the 
Proper place af the clit court our damages were all lost we never got any- 


When the election came around 


tohim. He said, “Iam very sorry . it amity 2 
4, 6 “Tam or Ww was m; t 
cir destination.” Says Mr. Haffa, 18 Et 10 f“ Bays 


eased e did not reach th 


Do you remember Mr. Lake's first name? 
No, sir. They told me that he had a position there when I was in Jackson. 


THE ASSASSINATION OF MR. HAFFA DESCRIBED. 


furionsly on the m of the 6th 
answer. Irepeated d there 

up and said, Who is there?” They said 
5 ho ” or some- 


could 


ing all time, Murder! murder!” and no one came to our assistance. They 
could hear me halloo “murder” for about two miles, as the neighbors told me after- 
ward. the tof the Singer sewing- came up to me 


Finally, Mosely, agen 

and choked me, and held a revolver close tomy head. ‘ore he ked me I said, 
“Tam not afraid; if you will take me and spare my husband, that is all I ask. 
And Mosely said to me, when I called his name several times, Sh—! sh—!” [had 
a nursing baby then, and it was lying on the bed, screaming. After I was choked 
so I could not any longer, my ter and she left me and went over 
to her father; and they broke a shutter off the window fired at Mr. ; 

my little boy told me rday—I have bim at boarding- school, at least at a house 
out in Germantown—he said he would take oath any time that it was Jimmy 
Whitehead who fired one of the shots at Mr. Haffa; and Whitehi owner 
of the land that we 8 2 from, he had threatened Mr. Haffa s life several 


times, which the ow of. 

They fired twice, and I went to him, and he asked me to take him to the bed; so 
my danghter and I assisted him to the bed; and—we had no light; it was utter 
darkness there—and says he to me, I want water.” As soon as I could 
geta light I gave him water and laid him down, and ran out for assistance, and 
sent my little boy over to some colored people, and MT Sane soe em tere 

Finally Sid. Whitehead came along and refused to let me have a physician; he 
said it was no use, that he would die anyhow. Mr. Haffa ly as I 
ee p and hè — pak mg dae R he 5 — 
Mamma, Í am goin; e, e God vo mercy on soul, 

TALA kia head on ay theater aad Apiro 
THE WIDOW FORCED TO DENY THAT SHE KNEW ONE OF THE ASSASSINS. 
Soon after the colored 


spoke as stro: 


Was; and he spoke out—that is Jimm itehead—to sa: 1 
those words for the sake of my life. y made me it, and say it was not 


PROFANE LANGUAGE—ABUSE OF NORTHERN PEOPLE—A COFFIN REFUSED. 


They came there ther and set up the first night— Whitehead and two or three 
other gentlemen—and they did nothing but use profane 5 the time, and 
abuse the northern le, They said that they would show that they were 
fully armed now ready for war at any time, and that they could not over 


them and do as Soy pitao with them. 
They would not w me to have a coffin for him at all. Colonel p ged 
United States Senator here—so he told me—he came and said, Mrs. Ire- 
gret this very much.“ Says he, “I cannot get a coffin for you for they won't allow 
any travel through.” 
ou — to know anything about the other men that were assassinated the 
same 
T ASSASSINATION OF A FATHER AND SON. 
If know any others may specify them. You have not ven the 
5 of the: night —.— this took: place me 
A. This was the of September, 1875. Well, after Mr, Haffa 


was gone, the 
colored people, who were very ey toward us, all the colored people, they were 
there, and they said, Well, I woul 


like to see any one come to my house and 
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MARCH 6, 


for 
ph—" better 
Bo about = aaa o'clock 


friend. 
“I must go homo.” He says to her, 
pers wah i Mr. Whitehead a said, “ 


looking men I ever saw. y said, 
See in se Leute then bat my children and Mr Hen. Faid 
u in the house then but my children and Mr. I said, ‘ ‘There 
bod but you are privileged $o-come in and examine the remises and look 
up ay Two of them alighted and came in andlookod around, and they 
We 
They went over to these colored r and took the Stevenses, 


father 
and son, out, and stood them on a p, and shot them and killed them instantly. 
SOA ge EOW eee pene was sean te ear anes Bia Doe Ene? 
No, sir; I could not them. 
9 yee disguised in any way? 

No, sir; not the last time, they were not; the first time they were disguised. 
hey did not give them an warning, any more than they did Mr. Haffa, when 
they came in house and them out, 

said they had a largo day's work on hand, and that they had to commence 
early ; and Pa perpetrated a numberof m 2 were 
Sites ‘Senator Caldwell, bu 1 donb know whether they got him at that or 


THE WIDOW ORDERED TO LEAVE. 


Mr. Whitehead then gave me ten days’ notice to leave; and so the colored 
harbored 8 there, as no one came in and out of 


there, 
Hath wan Varied in 8 rude box, exid the colored people and my son went 
9 would not allow isin any other 


way. 
Mir. Whitehead said that I must leave, that we were looked upon sa spion here, 
The colored peoplo harbored me until eh — a conveyance to take me tothe depot. 
Finally, there was a man, an intimate friend of Mr. Haffa’s came out, with three 
pistols belted around him, and said he would take us in. 


THE COLORED PEOPLE DISARMED. 


ere hen Suleman pat | took theirarms 
from and would not allow them to have any ; and before I for the depot 
they made the colored le break up their clubs, and every one of them joined 
on eager argo ats C 
ey were given ribbons, and I could see them marching along democratic 
clubs at A and Utica; they went to and fro. 
CAPTAIN MONTGOMERY GIVES HELP. 


We went to the poe eee they sent for Captain Montgomery. Ihad no 
money, and I was ob to leave everything; Ih nok even: © Shines of cloth- 
ing; and Captain Mon raised me a purse of between thirty dat as 
lars, and I went to Jackson. I had to make some purchases there for the chil ; 
and after I there I was taken into Mr. Wolf's the superintendent of ed- 
neation, and his family received me kindly. He was an intimate friend of 
Mr. Haffa's, and he said he would do all he could forme; but he could not have me 
there at his house at all, because his life would be in j y; but said that he 
would call on the governor, and that he would send his around to take my 
affidavit, and he would secrete me at the hotel and pay my board while I was there. 
This is the document that he drew up, (exhibiting 90 
And he went around amen the 2 lican mem the ent, and he 
was ned at the republicans not doing more than they did. Governor Ames 
donated $5 and gave me a ticket half way to Cincinnati; and after I arrived at Cin- 
einnati with my three children I had to beg my way on to Philadelphia. Iwas only 
a few hours at Mr. Wolf's house, and then was to the hotel there. 
Q How many children have you! 
. Ihave two; I have lost my baby. 
` eee 


The story of the murder of Square Hodge, a colored man, Sunday morning, 
r f thus told by his wifes 4 a, 


ASSASSINATION OF SQUARE HODGE. | 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, June 19, 1878. 
Ann Hopes (colored) sworn and examined. 
By the CHAIRMAN: 
PERSONAL STATEMENT. 


poau How old are you? 


Q What is r husband's name? 


. I was not 
S A bara the week was 

. On Saturday. The riot was on Saturday. 
2. 5 your husband come home to your hey 
gom 


w m; 


mi he came home Saturday night, in the night. 
as he 


he 
Sa sir; he could not use it at all. He had it in a sling. 
he tell you how he 3 475 
Only that he got shot. t is all he told me. 
Did he stay at home that night? 
Yes, sir. 
WHITE PEOPLE CAME FOR HIM, 
. On Sunday morning what happened? 
g * white i came there after him in the morning, 
7 o were 
Henry Quick, Willy Locke, Bryan McDonald, John McDonald, George Allen, 
John MeNeir, and Allen Grafton came. 
Q Any more 
No, sir; I did not know any more. Two or three, I didn't know them. 
Q: Did foot ? 
Yea, sir. 
Q: Did they have any guns? 
Yes, sir; guns and pistols, 
2 They came to your house 
Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was in the house besides yourself 1 


honse ? 
Allen Grafton and John MeNeir came in. Tho rest staid around the house. 


THEY FIND HODGE. 

What was done! 

They made my brother come out from under the bed—my brother John—and 
asked where Square was, and said, “Is he in the room?” anil I did not tell, and 
said I did not know, at first. Then he asked if they had been at tho Clinton riot, 
and I said that I did not know. Then he said, “ If you don't tell, I will shoot your 
God damned brains ont.” They made him come out from under the bed, and 
started to shoot under the house—mother put the children under the house; she 
was seared and put the children under the house, and they gone round. Thero is 
two doors in the house. They had pees 77 — under the house, and I told them 
that nobody was under but the chil . ‘Then they came into the house, but could 
not find Square, and they went out right where he was, and snatched off the weather- 
boards, only one in the room, and the other went outside the door and snatched the 
weather-board and turned back the bed, and made him come out, and called him a 
damned son of a bitch, and said ho must come with them. Mr. Quick says, “I 
told 88 it yog had listened to mo you would not have come to this,” and the: 
told to put shoes on, and I got them and said I will put them on; an 
had to put on and could not tie thom very well; and some ono said, af 
God damned shoes be; he don't need any shoes.” I pnt my brothor’s coat 
carried him before them. 
the horso? 

o, sir; he walked before them away toward Raymond. 
happened? 


d 
t the 
him, 


pee 
“ge 


i 


“THEY KILLED HOM.” 

at became of your husband i 

ey killed him. I never did find him for a week, until the next Saturday. 
here did you find him? . 
EE 


E 


rere pO 
23 


3 
i 
E 
f 
$ 
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é 
i 
3 
f 
t 
z 
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THE BODY FOUND, 
You found his body t 

-The buzzards had eat the entrails; but from the body down here [indicating 
it was as natural as ever. His shoes were tied just as I had tied them. The sku 
bone was on the outside of the ve, and this arm was out slightly and the other 
was off. Some we didn't find. 0 1 up the rings of the backbone. Wo got 
the pocket-book, and there was the hat hanging up, and this ring was put on the 
tree and the black one was on the ground; one. 


By Mr. BAYARD: 
2 Did you ever take an oath before? 
No, si 


Š r. 
ROTE EEN A ONNE ORATE CAORS 
2 Do yon know what the consequences are of swearing falsely f 
j ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR CALDWELL. 


0 eee eee 
Clin as n history o oven that evening ven 
Caldwell, which we here quote in her own words. g z 


Mrs. MARGARET ANN CALDWELL (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 

estion, What is 17 — name? 

. Margaret m Caldwell. 

g Where do you live? 

In 9 County. 
yd — = well, formerly senator, your husband? 

What was his first name? 

Charl 


es. 
When did he die? 
. Thursday night, in the Christmas. Him and his brother was killed. 
You may state to the committee what you know of his death, 
I know when he left the honse on the Thursday evening, in the Christmas, 
between dark and sundown. In the beginning of the day hi 


y he was out on his fox- 
chase all day. The first commencement was an insult passed on his nephew, and 


he came out 
STORY OF HIS ASSASSINATION. 
Who was that? 
David Washington; he is in Washington City now. Ho is therein business; 
watchman in the w ; has ever since October, I think. 


Sen” Department no 
So they picked a fuss; Waddy Rice in George Washington's blacksmith shop in 
Clinton. ny é commenced talking this way; I think David asked. How many 
did he kill on the day of the Moses IIill riot; who did he shoot?" David said that he 
did not know as he shot anybody ; said he didn't know that he shot anybody. The 
told him, he said, ho came there to kill the white people, and if he did, to do hie 
work in the day, and not to be seeking their lives at night.” David camo immediately 
back to et eee His uncle was at tho fox-chase, Isaid, “ Don't go out any more, 
Probably they are trying to get up a fuss here.” 

His uncle sent him down for something. He staid in the house until he came, 

That was about four o'clock in the evening, and some one had told about the 
fuss picked with his nephew, and he walked down town to see about it, I suppose. 
He was down town a half hour, and came back and eat his dinner, and just be- 
tween dark and sundown he pa back down town again. He wont down town 
knocking about down there. I do not know what he was doing down there, until 
just — dusk, and a man, Madison Bell, a colored a eee aud says, “ Mrs. 

ald well ro had better go down and see about Mr. Caldwell, I think the white 
folks will kill him; they are their guns and pistols, and you had better go 
and get your husband awa: m town.” 

I did not myself; I did not want to go myself, but went to Professor Bell and 
said would he ge and get him, Mr. Bell went, and he never came back at all until 
he came back under arrest. 


I was at my room until just nearly dark. 
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over they sprang; some went over the fence, 
® their guns. There was one hundred and fifty 
been there since the at the Baptist c! ame 

I went down town, and then all got everywhere I went; and some of them 
hid my face as well as I could. I just said 


wanted to know who I was, but 
“woman,” and did not tell who I was. 
As I got to town I went to go into Mr. Chilton's store and store was closed 
forit was early, about six o'clock. All the other s were closed. 


1 one nic 

Ailton s was t up by a big chandelier, and as I went over the lumber-yard I saw 
a dead man. I stumbled over him, and T looked at him, but I did not know who it 
was, and I went inte Chilton’s, and as I put my foot up on the store steps, standing 
haper ngek 8 In it that day,) there was Jud 
Cabinis, who was a particular dof my hus ; a particular friend to him. He 
was standing in the center a th a blue strap, in the cunter of 9 
and as I went to go in me and th to hurt me, and “ i 
damned hot for me,” and the judge among the balance; but he said he didn't know 
meafterward. And they all stood; nobody would lat ne go im; they all stood there 


with their 
I know there was two dead men there, but I did not think it was my husband at 


don't away thi 
hot for me,” and I did not Y AT AB. 9 and SAt 
i path where I found 
d not know who he was. I 
see who he was, and they were cursing at me to get out 
the town—to got out. 


‘Then I went up, and there was Mrs. Bates across the street, my next-door neigh- 
bor. I seed her 3 come up byu and she said, Aunt Ann, ataya ao 
my uncle here!” I said, “I didn PAWA SOAL HOAT OE WA SOO LAH 27 77 


nobody killed but my husband and brother. 
I went on over to house, and went up stairs and back to my room and laid 


He called several times, and I heard him call each time. He called three or four 
times, and says, Answer; don't be afraid ; nobody will hurt you.” He says, Don't 
be afraid my mind, I answ what 


answer mo; and after I had made 
he wani and he said," T have como to tell ou the news, and it is sad news to you. 
Nobody told me to come, but I come up to you.” I didn’t say anything. “Your 
husband is dead,” he said; “ he is killed, and goe brother, too, Sam.” 

I never said anything fora good while. He told me nobody would hurt me then 
and when I did “Mr. Nelson, why did they 


was 
raised great excitement. 
After a length of time, Professor Hillman, of the institute, the young ladies’ 
school or coll he brought the bodies to the house; brought my husband, him 
and Frank Martin. Professor Hillman and Mr. Nelson ad Charge of the dead 
bodies, and they brought them to the house; and when they brought them, they 
poser them in the bed-room, both of them, and put them there ; they seed to hav- 
ing them laid out, and fixed up and all that. 

r. Nelson said in m ce, I listened at him, ho sai 
~ Pg kerep: Charley well, He never saw aman di 


He told me he had bronght him out of the cellar, 

You see when they had shot Sam, his brother, it was him who was lying there on 
the street. T shot him right through his head, off of his horse, when he was 
coming in from the country, and he fell on the street. He was the man I stumbled 
over twice, I did not know who he was. When they shot him, they said that they 
shot him for fear he would go out of town and bring in other people and raise a 
fuss. He found out, I suppose, that they had his brother in the cellar, so he just 


A braver life never 
with a manlier spirit 


ay Sexe Snes he that was never known to shoot a gun or pistol in his life, never 
ow how. 

Mr. Nelson said that Buck Cabell carried him into the cellar ; him 
to go out and drink ; insisted upon his taking a drink with him, him and Buck 


and at the tap of the glasses, and while each one held the glass, while they were 
taking the 5 shot him right through the back from the outside of 


the gate dow, and he fi 
to shoot. They had him in the 


As pai struck their glasses, 
cellarand shot him right tbere, and he fell on cer 

When he first shot he called for Judge Cabinis and called for Mr. Chilton ; I don't 
know who else. They were all and nobody went to his relief ; all thom 


men standing around with theirguns. Nobody went to the cellar, and he called for 
Preacher Nelson, called for him, and Preacher Nelson said that when he went to 
the he waa afraid to 


cellar-door in and called to him two or threo times, Don't 
shoot me ;” and Charles said “ Come in,” he wouldn't hurt him, “ and take him out 
of the cellar;” that he wanted to dio in the open air, and did not want to die like a 


talon him out he was ina manner dead, just from that one shot; and 
they brings out pepe he only asked one 80 Parson Nelson told 
me, to take him home let him see his wife before he died; that he could not 


live long. 

It was only a few steps to my house, and they would not do it, and some said this. 

Nelson carried him to the middle of the street, and the men all hallooed. We 
will save him while we've got him; dead men tell no tales.” Preacher Nelson told 
ree 50. 3 is what they all cried, “ We'll save him while we got him ; dead men 

no 

Whether he stood right there in the street while they riddled him with thirty or 
forty of their loads of course I do not know, but they shot him all that many times 
when he was in a manner dead, All those balls went in him. 

I understood that a young gentleman told that they shot him as he lay on the 
ground until they turned over. Ho said so, I did not heer him. 

Mr. Nelson said when he asked them to let him see me they told him no, and he 
then said, taking both sides of his coat and bringing them up this way so, he said, 
“ Remember e kill me you kill a gentleman and a brave man. Never say 
you killed a coward. Iwant you to remember it when I am gone.“ 

Nelson told me that, and he said he never begged them, and that he never told 
them, but to seo how a brave man could die. 


They can find 55 said they killed him because he carried the 


militia to Edwards’, and they meant to kill him for that, The time the guns were 


sent there he was captain under Governor Ames, and they said they killed him for 


that; for o ng Governor Ames. 
After the were brought to my house Professor Hillman and Martin all 
staid until oneo’clock, and then at one o 


clock the train came from Vicksbargh with 


sitting up in the room, and they carried on all that in my presence, 
petang rieo n N Homie sold: thay oven ctreck: thew} bas I b 
The Vicksburgh Modocs 


had murdered my husband, and I didn't want any of his friendship. Those were 
words I told him the next day, and he swore he did not know me that time; but 
I saw Judge Cabinis with this crowd that killed 


dentally; that my husband did not kill up a 
with his nephew. 
As for any other canso I never knew DRESET ETAR BORT to kill him because 
or the militia to Edwards's; dor obeying Ames; and that was 
all they against him. 


THE MODOCS AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT, 

At the same time, when they had the Moses Hill riot, the day 
Se) tember, when they came over that day, they telegraphed for the Vicksburgh 
s3 ocs" to come out, and they came out at dark, and when they did come, 
about fifty came out to my house that night; and they were breaking the loc 
1 they would find it closed they would 
18 


locks. And they taken from the arog mias me could find, and plun- 
dered and robbed the house. The captain of the Modocs, his name 
is Tinney. 

What day was 


that? 
The day of the Moses Hill riot, in September. 
THREATS AGAINST MB. CALDWELL AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT. 


When; the Clinton riot ? 
. The ach 


„and ho, among o 
‘or him to kill him, and he named them who they 
e aoe he says, Tell him when I saw him 
ac 


or 0 

him anyhow. We have orders to kill him, and we are going to do it, because 
he belongs to this republican party, and sticks up for these 
F South back in our own charge, 
by tho republican party, and any man that sticks by the republican party, and isa 
leader, he has got to dis.“ He told me that; and that “the southern le are going 
to have the South back to oursel and no damned northern and no repub- 
lican party; and if your husband ia son Ua be nas t to die, Tell him I said 
so.” I told him what he said. I did not know Tinney at the time; and when I saw 
my husband enter I told him, and he knew him from what I said, and he saw him 

ard and told him what I said. He just said that he said it for devilment. 
They carried on there until the next one crowd after another. I had two 
wounded men, I brought them off the Moses Hill battle-field, and these men treated 
me very cruelly, and ed to kill them, but they did not happen to kill them. 

CLINTON RIOT. 


3 before sun · up, they went to a house where there was an old black 
man, a feeble old named Bob y, and they shot him all to pieces. And 
they went to Mr. Willis's and took out a man named Gamaliel Brown and shot 
him all to „It was early in the morning; and they goes out to Sam Jack- 
son's, dent of the club, and they shot him all to pieces. He badn’t even time 
to put on his clothes. ‘And they went out to Alfred ; Alfred saw them 
9 And this was before sun-up. 
2 is morning after the Clinton riot 

On the morning of the 5th; and they shot Alfred Hastings all to pieces, an- 
other man named Ben. Jackson, and then they goes out and shoots one or two far- 
ther up on the Madison road; I don't know exactly ; the name of one was Lewis 
Russell. He was shot, and Moses Hill. They were around that morning 
people before breakfast. Isaw a young man from Vicksburgh that I know, 
asked him what it all meant. 


le sent 
© leaders es 


; leave them 
We are go- 


ing to kill all the * The — men shall not live.“ And they don't live; 
for man they found they killed that morning and did not allow any one to 
taos ded to do about the colored 
pone having their dinner and parad: 
tended to kill the white . gery the same; didn't 
ey 


ut he ese Jo 
just . 


that started the riot; and I can show you I have got his coat and pants, 

show how they shot him. They blamed all on my husband ; and I asked what 
they killed Sam for; asked Dr. Alexander. They said they killed him because they 
were afraid he would tell about killing his brother. They killed my husband for 
obeying Governor Ames's order, and they cannot find anything he did. He didn't 
do anything to be killed for. Then 9 got his pistols there and they won't 
give them to me. I have asked I don’t know how many times. 

‘The outrages were generally confined to the republican counties where it was 
necessary to overcome the republican majority by unlawful means; but in two or 
three counties, as Wilkinson and Issaquena, there was comparative peace at the 
election and during the canvass. 

Captain William A. Montgomery, 1 leading democrat and a commander of five 
military companies, with the designation in rank of major of battalion, testified that 
in some of the counties there was no military organization; that in those counties 
the democrats did not try to carry the election. This appears to have been true of 


and I can 


the two counties named; but since the election, namely, in December and May, 
with violence and murder, have been perpetra 


great outrages, a 
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found in the testimony of W. D. Brown.) 
W. D. Brown and William S. Farrish, both democrats and icipators in the ow 
rages, ee Ss. did not admit that they had personal knowledge of the killin; 

of either of seven men who were massacred on the night of the 5th of Decem- 


07.0 The committee or pera fr the testimony of Ca 
supported numerous stated by other witnesses, that military organi- 
zai ex ed to most of the counties in the State where the republicans were in 


others who were named by the democratic leaders, and that finally they were com- 
ed to vote for the ticket so nominated under threats that their lives would be 
aken if they did not do it. This was noticeably the case in Warren County, where 
the democratic nomination of one Flanigan for sheriff was ratified at the repub- 
lican county convention, held in Vicks the members acting under threats that 
if it were not done . not leave building alive. proceedings 
orf.) The committee find that tho candidates, i instan pelled, 
. e n some ces, were com: 
b persecution or through fear of bodily harm, to withdraw their names from the 
the et, and even to unite themselves bly with the democratic party. J. W. 
Caradine, a colored candidate of Clay County, was compelled to withdraw his name 
from the republican ticket and to make s hes in of the democratic can- 
didates and polis . An extract from his testimony is herewith given, as follows: 

‘They told me that I would have to go round and make some speeches for them ; 
that I had risen up a great element or some kind of feeling in the colored men 
they never could get out of them for the next ten years to come with the speeches 
Thad made, and that Thad to go around and make some speeches in behalf of them 
in some way, or else I might have some trouble. They told me if I would do that 
1 could demand some respect 3 and have no further trouble with them. 

What ue hs say would be consequence if you did not go with them and 
make s es 

A. They did not say if I did not do it what would 1 but 
they came to my house and fotched a buggy for and told me I had to go with 
them to make speeches for them. And they said, You know what has been said 
and what has been done; you have Sos & 6? Sine 1E yon don't want any further 
trouble.“ I then got in and went along with them, and they did not really ap) 
ciate my speeches at length; but I went along with them made three speeches ; 
and they had some fault to find with my speeches at last, but I have never had any 
trouble with them since. 

(10.) The committee find that on the day of the election, at several 3 
armed men assembled, sometimes not o ized and in other cases ; tl 
they controlled the elections, intimidated republican voters, and, in Aine, deprived 
them of the opportunity to vote the republican ticket. 

The most notable instance of this form of outrage oceurred at Aberdeen, the 
sbire town of the county of Monroe. At half past nine o'clock on the day of the 
election a cannon in c eof four or five cannoneers, and supported by ten or 
twelve men, a portion of military company of that town, was ed upon the 
voting- place and kept in that position during the day, while the street was trav- 
— by a body of mounted, armed men under the command of Captain E, O. Sykes, 
of Aberdeen. Captain Sykes testified that he did not know the men under his com- 
mand, but admitted finally that they were probably from Alabama, and that they 
had come there n; the 8 or the request of a Mr. Johnson, who was a 
Spee as was Captain Sykes, of the democratic committee of the county of 

onroe. 

Captain Sykes had also given orders that the ford-ways across the Tombigbee 
River, over which negroes from the east side having a right to vote at A cen 
2 should be guarded by squads from the military company under his com- 
man 


During the night ng the election the draw in the bridge crossing the river 
was turned, so that there was no 1 the east to the west of the Tombig - 
bee River during the early part of the day of election. 

As a matter of fact, the republican voters who had assembled abandoned the 
polls between ten and eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and Captain J. W. Lee, the 
sheriff of the county and a leading republican, a man who had served during the 
war in the confederate army, abandoned the polls and took refuge in the jail, of 
which he was the custodian. 

This statement in regard to Monroe County is set forth in detail by tain Lee, 
and it is corroborated in all easential parts by Captain Sykes, a democrat, and the 

ncipal actor in the events of the eye mil; perpetrated in 

Jaiborne, Kemper Amite, Copiah, and Clay Counties. 

(11.) The gravity of these revoluti proceedings is expressed in the single 
fact the chairman of the republican State co: ttee, General Warner, owes 
the preservation of his life on the day of the election to the intervention of General 

chairman of the dem c State committee, as appears from a dispatch 
arar General George to Messrs. Campbell and Calhoun, and a reply thereto, both 
of which are here given: 
To CAMPBELL and CALHOUN, Canton, Mississippi : 


If Warner goos to Madison, see by all means that he is not hurt. We are nearly 
through now, and are sure to win. Don't let us have any trouble of that sort on 
our hands. He will probably be at his store to-night, J. 1 GRORGR 


CANTON, 2, 1875. 
To General GEORGE: 
Your telegram of last night saved A. Warner at Calhoun. 
GART. A. JOHNSON. 


The circumstances of this affair are given in the testimony of Chase. 

The testimony of General Warner, to which attention is invited, gives a detailed 
account of his ence, showing that the fears of General Warner's friends were 
well saa; and that the intervention of General George was essential to his per- 
sonal safety, 

(12.) The committee find in several cases, where intimidation and force did not 
result in securing a democratic victory, that fraud was resorted to in conducting 


the election and in coun the votes. In Amite County, the legally a; 
Inopectors of election, to whom in Msstanipp tho duty is asgned of esa ios 


nted 
and 
of 


“ When the yotin; — 8 5 said General Hurst, an witn “the democrati 
club drew up in ee demanded that Stranm should not act as one of the i 


coun 5 ed by this pany of 
ianians, and told what they were going to do with the box. Wat Haynes, 


The of Louisianians referred to were a company of outlaws, notorious in 
that district, whom the democrats had invited to come into that precinct, and who 
fired at a crowd of colored citizens when they were in line waiting to deposit their 
votes. About seventy of them were thus driven into the woods. 

Nor was this the y precinct at which armed invaders from adjoining States 
took conspicuous part in the election. It is testified to both by 5 and 
democrats that they camo over Alabama and helped to swell democratic 
vote in the counties adjoining that State. 

In Amite County the republican sheriff, the superintendent of education, and 
other officers were driven into exile as soon as the polls were closed. Here the pre- 
text that the officers were obnoxious to the le, or that the negroes and northern 
men monopolized the offices, is refuted by the facts that both Parker and Redmond, 
who were expelled, were offered the democratic nomination for sheriff; that the 
republican candidates for sheriff, circuit clerk, chancery clerk, treasurer, coroner, 
and three of the five supervisors were white men, leaving only the assessor and 
two F to be colored, which, as Mr. Parker remarks, as four-fifths of the 

can voters were black, was the best that we could do.” There were only 
three northern men on the republican ticket, and two of them had married southern 
women; all the others were natives of the State. 

(13.) The evidence shows that the civil authorities have been unable to prevent 
the outrages set forth in this report or to punish the offenders. This is true not 
only of the courts of the State, but also of district court of the United States, as 
ten from the report of the grand jury made at the term held in June last, when 

evidence of the offenses committed at the November election and during the 
canvass was laid before that body. 

In support of this statement reference is made to the testimony of J. W. Tucker, 
and to the letter written by him to Colonel Frazee, as well as to the report made by 
the grand jury to Hon. R. A. Hill, judge of the district court for the northern dis- 
oe ppi. (See document evidence, pp. 150, 151; tes. of H. P. Hurst, p. 


to, Grenada, Hinds, Holmes, Kemper, Lee, Lowndes, 3 Marshall, Mon- 
roe, Noxubee, Rankin, Scott, Warren, Washington, and Yazoo, and that the demo- 


ugh 
: it as agovernment defacto for the preservation of the public peace. 
(16.) Your — 4 find that the on of Governor Amen was affected 
of the State of Mississippi, 
by law, and that he is of Bs the governor of the State, 
Mississippi is at present un- 

control of political izations Da up a largel armed men whose 
ee eee “pie © ne of tho free exercise of the rights of suf- 
ae Sa to establish and maintain the supremacy of the white-line democracy, in 
eaten 3 of the constitution of their own State and of the Constitution of the 

n 


of the war ; 
ures of equality which were essential to local and peace and prosperity. 
They refused to accept the negro as their equal — cally, and for ten years they 
have seized every fresh opportunity for a fresh denial of his ts. At last they 
have regained supremacy in the State by acts of violence, fraud, and murder, 
fraught 2 — maro than all the horrors of open war, without its honor, dignity, gon- 
6 , or justice. 

By them tho mare is not regarded as a citizen, and whenever he finds a friend 
and ally in his rts to advance himself in political knowledge or intellectual cult- 
ure, that friend and ally, whether a native of the State or an immi t from the 
North, is treated as a public enemy. The evil consequences of policy touch 
a ene every branch of industry, and the moyements of business in every 
channel. 

Mississippi, with its fertile soil, immense natural resources, and favorable com- 
mercial tion, is in fact more completely excluded from the influence of the ciy- 
ilization and capital of the more wealthy and advanced States of the Union than 
are the distant coasts of China and Japan. Men who possess capital are anx. 
to escape from a State in which freedom of opinion is not tolerated, where active 

cipation in public affairs is punished often with social ostracism, always with 
nsiness uane and not infrequently, as the record shows, with exile and the 
ent 


abandonm property through fear of death. 

Consequently, depreciate in value, the rewards of labor become more and 
more uncertain, taxes more and more burdensome, the evils of general disorder are 
multiplied and intensified, and by an inevitable rule of social and public life, the 
evils themselves, reacting, increase irit of disorder, Unless this tendency 
can be arrested, every successive chapter in the annals of that State will be darker 
and bloodier than the preceding one. 

This tendency cannot be arrested by the unaided efforts of the peaceful, patriotic, 
and law-abiding citizens. There is a small body of native white persons, who, with 
heroic courage, are maintaining the les of justice and equality. There is 
alsoa small body of men from the North, who, with equal courage, are endeavoring 


to save the State from anarchy and degradation. Lf left to themselves, the negroes 
would co-operate with these pti claases. y 
But arrayed against them all are a majority of the white people, who possess the 
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command leisure, whether, individu- 
ly, they possess property or not; who look with smp upon the black race 
an 


2 part of the property; who uniformly 


with hatred upon the white men who are their 
uated to the use of arms in war and in peace 
to the exclusive enjo; 
de; 
b, 


litical allies; who are habit- 


y fraud and 
paign of 1875, with the know 
stant, the presence of organized 
deter the republican party from an; 
them. These disorders exist also in 


that their ts can command, on the in- 
ies of — men at every voting: place, will 


— of pos ‘orm of government, and this guarantee must be 
made 
8 n and possible in an exigency are three: 

1. Laws may be by Congress for the protection of the rights of citizens 
in the res ve States 


2. States in anarchy, or wherein the affairs are controlled by bodies of armed men, 
should be denied representation in Congress. 

3. The constitutional tee of a republican form of government to every 
State will require the United States, if these disorders increase or even continue, 
and all milder measures shall prove ineffectual, to remand the State to a territorial 
condition, and through a system of public education and kindred means of im- 
provement change the ideas of the inhabitants and reconstruct the government 
upon a republican basis, 

Before the conclusion of the reading of the report, 

Mr. GORDON, Will the Senator from Alabama consent that this 
report be incorporated in his remarks without being read and detain- 
ing the Senate? 

. SPENCER. That report is not very long, and I am very anx- 
ious that the Senate shall hear it. 

Mr. GORDON. It must be very apparent to the Senator from Ala- 
bama that nobody is listening to it, 

Mr. SPENCER. I am very sorry for that. I want the report read. 
Iwant the Senators to have an opportunity to hear it by listening. 

Mr. GORDON. I suppose it is familiar to us all, 

Mr. SPENCER. It is not very long. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Alabama insists on the 
reading of the report. The Secretary will proceed with the reading. 
The Secretary concluded the reading of the report as given above. 

Mr. SPENCER. The evidence which accompanies this report 
covers over eighteen hundred pages of closely printed matter and 
fully corroborates every word of the report. I shall not ask that 
that evidence be read. My proposition is that a mob cannot organize 
a State government sufficient to make out a prima facie case. That 
is all I have to say upon this subject. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, I rise not for the purpose of 
making a speech, but for the purpose of calling attention to some of 
the evidence taken by the committee of the Senate sent to Mississippi 
to investigate that election. I refer to the testimony of Mr. Thomas 
Walton, who was a chancellor of the State of Mississippi, a professor 
of law, and who has since been eres district attorney for the 
judicial district of that State, which, I take it, is sufficient evidence of 

is republicanism. I call attention to a small portion of that testi- 
mony: 

uestion, * Has any question been raised in i «bout the 
sty? of that election ? 8 . logal- 

That is, the election of 1875, upon the legality of which depends the 
election of Mr. Lamar to the Senate of the United States. He says: 

Well, sir, there has been a question as the legality of the election, a question as 
ee ene Do ns mae ek 

un. men 7 (i 
or Federal, eee the legality of the present Le; . — wed ji 2 

A. I believe not, sir. That is to say, no authority, State or Federal, nor depart- 

ment of the government in Mississippi has questioned the legality of the present 


slature. There has been a popu! charge that itwas a Legislature elected by 
intimidation; butthen, while they have questioned it unofficially, ey have recog- 
t. 


nized the ag cre Aes the a by r official intercourse wit 

Q. Mave not both the judicial and executive 1 7 of the State repeatedly 
recognized the bear Bad the Legislature elected in 1875 

A. The 2 au , the supreme court, may be considered as having recog- 
nized the — at the Legis) 
8 turns—the court consists of three jud; 


who were fully elected, constitated a majority of each house, and thereby 
were enti to decide the question of the right of the other members to their seats. 
He contended, however, thata many of the members had been ill elec 


ted, 

Q But that that was a question which there was a 4 body there to determine # 

. That there was a legal body there composed republicans who had been 

elected without any improper influence, and democrats who were elected ally 

in sufficient numbers to constitute a majority of each house. [remember his mak- 

ing that remark to me in January, shortly after the Legislature met, He did not 

give that as his reason for izing the Legislature in his official capacity ; but 
o two things coupled themselves together in my mind. 


It is quite evident from the report which the committee made to 
the Senate that this matter of intimidation and fraud applied to 
merely a portion of the State, and that in other portions of the State 


a majority of both houses of the Legislature were duly elected, and 
they had tie power under their constitution to determine the elec- 
tions and qualifications of their own members. It was their duty, 
therefore, to unseat those who were illegally elected, if there were 


such. 

This case is not, to my mind, at all like the Louisiana case as pre- 
sented upon the admission of Pinchback. There a committee of the 
Senate reported that neither party in Louisiana was legally elected, 
that neither governor was legally elected, that neither Legislature 
was legally elected; and it was precisely upon that ground that Mr. 
Pinchback was rejected by a majority of the Senate. If any one can 
see a striking resemblance between that case and this, he can see 
what I am unable to see. I see no objection whatever to the admis- 
sion of Mr. Lamar. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the Senator from seen reads 
from the evidence of some witness to show that the Legislature of 
Mississippi had been ized by the supreme court of that State 
as a legal body, not by any decision that the court had directly 
made, but as an inference from the action of the chief. justice; and 
also that the different departments of the government had in one way 
or another recognized substantially the legality of that Legislature. 
In Louisiana the supreme court, by half a dozen decisions, direct] 
recognized the legality of what was called the Kellogg governmen 
They 99 7 d recognized in terms the legality of that islature ; 
not only so, but every subordinate court, every department of the 
government, and every county government recognized the legality of 
the Kellogg government and of the Kellogg legislature which elect- 
ed Mr. Pinchback. But the Senator says, to show the difference be- 
tween this case and the Lonisiana case, that a committee of this body 
reported, after taking testimony, that the Legislature of Louisiana 
was not a legal body. It so happens that report was made by a ma- 
jority of the Committee on Privileges and Elections. Lhavea apr 

ere made upon Mississippi by a majority of a select committee. The 
committee in the Louisiana case iy ey upon a very imperfect ex- 
amination, bringing comparatively few witnesses from the State; but 
the Senate sent a select committee to the State of Mississippi which 
spent some six weeks there, examined a pa number of witnesses, 
and took a vast body of evidence, which I holdin my hand. Toshow 
that there is no difference and that the ground the Senator from 
e . places the difference on is absolutely wanting, I am going 
to from the report of the committee: 

(14.) The committee find that outrages of the nature set forth in this report were 

rated in the ccunties of Alcorn, Amite, Chickasaw, Claiborne, Clay, Copiah, 

to, Grenada ‚Hinds, Holmes, Kemper, Lee, Lowndes, Madison, ‘Marshall, Alon! 
roe, Noxubee, Rankin, Scott, Warren, Washington, and Yazoo, and that the dem- 
ocratic victory in the State was due to the outrages so perpetrated. 

(15,) The committee find that if in the counties named there had been a free elec- 
tion, republican candidates would have been chosen, and the character of the Leg- 
islature so changed that there would have been sixty-six republicans to fifty 
democrats in the house, and twenty-six repnblicans to eleven democrats in the sen- 
ate; and that consequently the present — of Mississippi is not a legal 
body, and that its acts are not entitled to 8 by the political department of 
the Government of the United States, although the President may, in his discretion, 
recognize it as a government de facto for the J adage irene of the public peace. 

(16.) Your committee find that the resignation of Governor Ames was effected by 
a body of men calling themselves the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, by 
measures unauthorized by law, and that he is of right the governor of that State. 

The many outrages that have been perpetrated upon Louisiana in 
Con , 80 long deprived of representation in this y, have been 
justified in every case as by the Senator from Michigan now, because 
of a report made simply by a majority of a committee upon a very im- 

rfect examination, with but few witnesses; an examination which 
in point of labor and care did not at all compare with the examina- 
tion made by the select committee that was sent to the State of Mis- 
sissippi. Here is the report of that committee, showing that but for 
this murder and violence both branches of that Legislature would have 
been republican ; erga | that that Legislature, thus illegally cre- 
ated by violence and fraud, deposed the governor and the lieutenant- 
governor and pas the president of the so-called senate into the office 
of governor, who is now the acting governor of that State and signed 
these credentials. 

Mr. McDONALD, I desire my colleague to state that that is the 
report simply of a majority of the committee. Out of the five mem- 
bers of the committee but three signed the report. The other two 
dissented from it in toto. 

Mr. MORTON. My friend is entirely Hgh and yet the report in 
regard to Louisiana, which has been e the justification for all 
wrongs inflicted upon her, was but the report of a ority. There 
wasa minority report in that case as there was in this case, and I 
think the minority report in the case of Louisiana was based upon 
botter grounds than the minority report in this case. I can say 
further, although pone I am not the person to say it, that the 
grounds taken in the minority report were afterward recognized and 
acted upon by nearly all the republican members of the Senate. 

Mr, President, I bring this matter forward simply that this discus- 
sion shall not pass without this remarkable acrobatic performance 
being called to the attention of the public. Here is a complete revo- 
lution of position, a change of ground; and I think it ought not to 
pam without having public attention called to it. Itis somersault 

o. 1; and when we come to Louisiana I expect another somersault, 
a back one; this may be said to be forward; that will be back. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon the resolution vf- 
fered by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WALLACE.) 
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Mr. SPENCER. Upon that I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, as a member of the Senate I voted 


against the admission of Mr. Pinchback. I believed then that I 
voted rightly. I believe so now; and I believe that now, in order 
to make my action consistent with my action then, I must vote 
against the admission of Mr. Lamar to this body * the same 
grounds and for the same reasons. I believe that it is the right of 
the Senate and its duty, when any one presents bimself here with 
credentials for admission, to examine, if there is question about it, into 
tho legal existence of the government which he represents and of 
those officials whose names are signed to his credentials. I do not 
believe that at some future time a government founded solely upon 
usurpation and force which has crushed out by violence the legal 
government of a State and obtained possession of the insignia of power 
can send to this body a representative against whose admission in the 
first place this body and the members of it cannot protest. I believe 
it is our duty to examine into this matter, to ascertain if these 1 pe 
be ney to ascertain whether this is a lawful government or whether 
it is a foul usurpation, based upon wrongs and cruelties such as a com- 
me ot the Senate has reported to have been proved by a vast mass 
of testimony. 

Tt seems to me that these two cases arenot unlike. It is said here 
that in the case of Louisiana there were two governments, each 
claiming to be legal. In this case an unlawful government has un- 
lawfally destroyed the legal government. It has annihilated it; it 
has crushed it; it has forced it from existence; and now can that 
unlawful government come here and say that, because it stands 
alone and stands alone by virtue of force, that gives its representa- 
tive the right to a seat in this body? I do not believe in that doc- 
trine, and I feel myself bound for one to vote in this case as I voted 
from the imperious sense of duty in the case of Mr. Pinchback. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I have but just come into the Cham- 
ber. I ask if there are on the files of the Senate any remonstran 
and, if sc, what they are, against the right of this claimant to a seat 

Mr. SPENCER. The report of the committee sent to investigate 
the Mississippi election has just been read by the Secretary as part of 
my remarks, 

r. BLAINE. That was no part of this case. 

Mr. SPENCER. It has reference to this case 8 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator from Alabama the report of the 
committee read. 

Mr. HOWE. Is that report in the nature of a remonstrance? 

Mr. MORTON. It was read as part of the remarks of the Senator 
from Alabama. 

Mr. WALLACE. I believe, in answer to the question of the Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin, that there is neither remonstrance nor adverse 
claimant in this particular case. The report which was read was on 
an entirely different question and had no reference to the credentials 
on the table, and has nothing to do with the question beforeus. The 
gentleman is here unchallenged by remonstrance, or by adverse claim, 
or petition. 

Mr. HOWE. If nobody else condemns him, I do not know why I 
should. I understand the credentials are in the usual form. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. So the Chair understands. 

Mr. HOWE. And that they come from the usual authorities? 

Mr. MORTON. As in the Pinchback case. 

Mr. HOWE. And I voted for the admission of Mr. Pinchback. 
I do not know how I can correct that error by voting against 
the admission of this claimant. I conceive it to have been an error, 
not my own error, but an error of the Senate, and I do not know how 
I can correct it by voting against the admission of this claimant. I 
certainly think if the voice of Mississippi saysthat this man has been 
elected we A to believe her, unless somebody disputes it. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The question in this case is whether the voice 
that comes here is the voice of Mississippi. Into that I say we have 
the right to inquire. Nay, it is our bounden duty to make that in- 
quiry. What if there is no remonstrance here? The force and vio- 
lence charged there were so rigid and so stern, that the voice of re- 
monstrance may have been hushed. Through terror no one may dare 
to make remonstrance, I do not positively assert, Mr. President, that 
this is such acase. But at some future time such a case may arise. 
If the Senate now decides that when a government based upon force 
and violence used such means so effectually as to stifle remonstrance 
its representatives must be admitted here, I fear we may some time 
regret having adopted that theory. Whether any remonstrant comes 
here or not, it is the duty of the Senate to inquire if that voice which 
sends Mr. Lamar here is the real voice of Mississippi, or whether it 
is the voice of a government established there by force in violation 
of law, as is charged. I have not examined this testimony. I do not 
know what it is; but the report of a committee of this body is 
prima facie evidence; and in view of that report, I maintain that 
whether any remonstrance is made or not, it is the bounden duty of 
the Senate to first inquire whether the government behind the claim- 
ant is a Jawful government or a usurpation. 

A usurpation should have no representative on this floor. In that 
ruleonlyis there safety. Establish the rule that a government founded 
on force and violence can seize upon a State, and that when it has 
crushed all remonstrance and all oA its representatives are 
entitled to seats in this Chamber without power on the part of the 


Senate to porat it, and we shall have asserted a doctrine fatal to 
American liberty. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. President, Iam unable to see any distinction 
in principle between the present case and that from Louisiana in- 


volving the rejection of Mr. Pinchback. AsI understand the question 
presented to the Senate, it is not whether the person presenting him- 
self as a Senator from that State now has a perfect title to a seat in 


this body, but only whether he has a prima facie title to it ; whether 
upon the face of the papers as presented to the Senate they are regu- 
lar or not. The proper officer to give credentials to a Senator of the 
United States is the governor of the State seeking the representation. 
The governor's certificate, if it is regular in form and has attached to 
it the great seal of the State, is the prima facie evidence of his title. 
The moment you go behind that certificate to inquire whether there 
was al Legi or not, to inquire whether there was fraud in 
the election of the Senator or not, you go behind the prima facie case, 
you then decide upon the question of the merits of the case and deter- 
mine the absolute title of the representative to a seat in this Chamber. 

In the case of Pinchback, the Senate of the United States did dis- 
regard the prima facie title. There can be no doubt whatever that 
Pinchback presented to the Senate a certificate from the governor of 
Louisiana entitling him to a seat upon this floor; the t seal of 
that State was attached to the certificate; and this ate, every 
member upon the other side of the Chamber voting for it and a few 
upon this, determined that he should not be seated here. I conceived 
at that time, as I conceive now, that the rights of the State and of 
the person presenting himself as Senator were violated. That great 
violence was done in that case I never had any doubt. Senators may 
endeavor to distin between that case and this as they please, 
the only question is the prima facie right, and the moment you go be- 
yond that certificate you pass upon the merits. Whether there was 
a Legislature behind the governor or not is a question which deter- 
mines the absolute right of the Senator. In vo for the admission 
of Mr. Lamar upon this certificate I determine nothing as to his ab- 
solute right to a seat in this Chamber. That is a subject for future 
investigation and for future determination. 

I think the Senator from New Hampshire who has addressed the 
Senate upon this question [Mr. WADLEIGH] is consistent. Entertain- 
ing the views he does upon this question his action is right and the 
only consistent conclusion as it seems to me that a Senator occupying 
his position can come to. 

Participating in the rt made by the committee investigatin 
the affairs of Mississippi in 1875, I shall vote for the admission o 
Mr. Lamar at this time and upon this question without affecting m 
1 8 — or determination whatever upon the question when it sha 

resented whether he was lawfully elected a Senator here and is 
entitled to his seat as a Senator permanently in this body. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to ask my friend from Minnesota if he 

in that part of the report which sets forth that Mr. Ames is 
now the governor of that State? 

Mr. Mc LAN. The report does not state that Mr. Ames is the 

ran of that State, I beg leave to suggest to the Senator from 

tts. 


use ; 

Mr. DAWES. I may be mistaken; but I will ask the Clerk to read 
that part of it to see what it does say. 

Mr. SPENCER. While that is being looked for I move to amend 
the resolution by striking out that portion of it which says that Mr. 
Lamar shall now be sworn and inserting —— 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Clerk send the report to me? 

Mr. SPENCER. And inserting in lieu thereof that the credentials 
be referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

r The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Massachusetts has the 
oor. 

Mr. SPENCER. He will yield to me for that purpose. 

Mr. DAWES. I yield temporarily. 

Mr. SPENCER. My motion is to strike out that portion of the 
resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania and insert “the creden- 
tials be referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections.” 

Mr. THURMAN. I rise to a question of order. I make the point 
of order that the amendment offered by the Senator from Alabama 
is out of order, there being no Committee on Privileges and Elec- 


tions. 

Mr. SPENCER. The Senator from Ohio must have misunderstood 
my motion. My motion was that they be referred to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections when appointed. Itis a well-known fact 
that to-morrow, or next day at farthest, there will be a Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. I think my motion is in order. 

Mr. DAWES. I suppose the Senator from Minnesota will admit 
that at one time Governor Ames was the rightful greets of the 
State of Mississippi; that he was clothed with all the authority of 
its executive. Being so clothed, I understand the Senator from Min- 
nesota to agree in this statement: 

Sody of see enliting themectve "the Logisatu ro of the State of Mississippi by 
epaia ranner i by nw, nal that he isof right the governor of that Stato. z 

Mr. McMILLAN. That is that he is the de jure governor. There 
is an acting governor of Mississippi at present, one who has been 
reco; as the acting governor of that State in the counting of the 
electoral vote for President, one who has given his certificate to Mr. 
Lamar of his election as Senator. That constitutes a prima facie case, 
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and one which the Senate will haye to pass upon subsequently to the 
admission of Mr. Lamar upon his prima facie title. 

Mr. DAWES. As the Senator from Minnesota and myself entirely 
agree upon our duty in this pending question, it is hardly worth while 
for me to trouble the Senator any more; but in undertaking to sup- 
port the resolution the Senator felt called upon to arraign the consist- 
ency of those who were unable to vote for the admission of Mr. 
Pinchback and at the same time are in favor of the admission of Mr. 
Lamar. Now, the state of facts which produced the certificate that 
is here before the Senate and all the facts that existed when this cer- 
tificate was made were these: Mr. Ames was the de jure, according to 
my friend, and the de facto governor of the State. He never resigned 
that office according to this statement, but a sort of form of resig- 
nation was forced out of him by an unlawful body of men and an- 
other man was clothed with the form of office, unrecognized up 
to the time this certificate was given by anybody as governor except 
the body that made him such, 

Now I submit that it is not necessary to arraign the consistency of 
those who, when there were two men claiming to be governor of 
Louisiana, and when they put their names to the certificates of two 
men as Senators from that State, each of them putting his name as 
goreuon of the State, each of thom puring a , the one as much as 

other p rting to be the seal of the State, and each of them here 
at the door of the Senate knocking with one hand, and showing with 
the other a title in totidem verbis the same, held that neither had a title 
superior to the other. 

. McMILLAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask a question? 
Was that the case at the time the vote rejecting Mr. Pinchback from 
a scat in the Senate was taken and determined! 

Mr. DAWES. So I understand it, sir. I understand that certain 
proceedings in another body, and certain proceedings by the Execu- 
tive subsequent to the time when these men acting as governor and 
claiming to be governor had asserted this right, recognized one of 
them rather than the other as at the time the AEAN Ee were in- 
stituted governor de facto, having no reference and no relation at all 
to who was governor de fucto when the certificates were made; but 
two years more or less after these two certificates were made by the 
two men occupying at that time precisely upon paper and upon claim 
the same ground, sending up two men here, as I said before, and each 
claiming the seat, and each with his per in his hand precisely alike, 
except that one bore the name of William Pitt Kellogg, governor, 
and the other the name of John McEnery, governor, each ing a 
seal that purported to be the seal of the State of Louisiana, and we 
hesitated here, and said that upon that title it was proper for an in- 
vestigation to determine which of the two was in point of fact and 
in point of right the Senator from that State. 

ut is a man bringing a certificate of the only person who claims 

to be governor of Mississippi—for I do not understand the claim of the 
committee here that Mr. Ames is at this N of the Stato of 
Mississippi is acquiesced in even by Ames himself. I believe in the 
fact that this resignation was fo out of Governor Ames; I believe 
that as much as the Senator from Minnesota; but I believe that 
Governor Ames resigned nevertheless and did cease to be governor 
from that moment, and the man who took his place is there by all 
the forms of law and the constitution of Mississippi. I do not think 
that because Governor Ames yielded to the force there and thought 
it wise and prudent for the pu of maintaining the peace in that 
State to retire from that office it is exactly a legal or logical conelu- 
sion to say that he is still the governor of that State when he has left 
it and sets up no claim to it, asserts no right to put his name to any 
such certificate, to use the seal of the State, to fill any of the functions 
as an executive of that State at all. He has yielded of his own choos- 
cs the assertion of power by the men in the State of Mississippi, 
and has voluntarily retired. Now, to say that he never eee in 
oint of fact and is still the governor, and then to say in the next 
reath that the certificate of the man who took his place wrongfully is 
the true certificate—I do not mean to say that the Senator from Min- 
nesota is inconsistent, for that is not aay pars of my business. If the 


Senator will let my record alone I certainly will his on that point. 
Mr. Mc + I did intend to draw attention to the gentle- 
man’s record. 


Mr. MORTON. It may be that the president of the senate of Mis- 
sissippi is the lawful governor of that State; but certain it is that 
he has never had the recognition by the courts and by the Govern- 
ment of the United States that was so fully accorded to Kellogg in 
Louisiana. I have accomplished my purpose when I have shown 
that the principle upon which it is now claimed to seat immediately 
Mr. Lamar from ee Las was absolutely violated and trampled un- 
der foot in the case of Mr. Pinchback. it is right to seat Mr. La- 
mar, it was a wrong not to seat Mr. Pinchback. The demo- 
cratic party of this Senate were unanimous in refusing to seat Mr. 
Pinchback and I presume will be unanimous in favor of seating Mr. 
Lamar. My whole purpose was simply to call attention to this ex- 
traordi change of position. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Alabama proposes to 
amend the resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania by striking 
out all after the word “ resolved ” and inserting : 

That tho credentials of the Senator from Mississippi be referred to the Commit- 
teo on Privileges and Elections when formed. 


Mr. SPENCER. Upon that amendment I aek for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered and taken. 


Mr. SPENCER, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. MERRIMON.] 
If he were here he would vote “ nay,” and I should vote “ yea.“ 

The result was announced—yeas 1, nays 58; as follows: 


5 —1. 
NAYS—Mess Anthony, Barn Ba Beck, Blain A 
FTT 
Coke, Conkling, Conover, Davis of . — ney of West Virginia, Dawes, 


$ H Ho Johnston, Jones o: 

Florida, Jones of ie, Hat Need. Moonee at d, McMillan- 
McPherson, Maxey, Mitch Morton, Oglesby, Paddock, Plumb, Ran, 
dolph, Ls! , Saun: Sharon, Sherman, T , Thurman, 
W. Wh. and Withers—88. 


ABSENT—Messrs. Cameron of Wisconsin, 2 70 , Edmonds, Ferry, Hamlin, 
Ingalls, Merrimon, Morrill, Sargent, Spencer, and OF meaty i 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question now recurs on the original 
resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WALLACE,] upon 
which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. McMILLEN. Let the resolution be reported. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported for information. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the credentials of L. Q. C. Lamar, Senator-elect from the State of 
Mississippi, be taken from the table and that he be sworn. 


Mr. SPENCER. Upon this question I am paired with the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Merrmon.] If he were here he would 
vote “yea,” and I should vote “nay.” 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 57, nay 
1; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bailey, Barnum, Bayard, Blaine, Bogy, 
Booth, Brace, Burnside, C 5 Cockrell, Coke, Contin Conover, 
Davis of Illinois, Davis of West Virginia, Dawes, Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Gordon, 
Harris, Hereford, Hill, Hoar, Howe, Johnston, Jones of Florida, Jones of Nevada, 
Kernan, Kirkwood, McCreery, McDonald, McMillan, McPherson, Maxey, Mitchell, 
Morrill, Morton, Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Plam Randolph, Ransom, Sauls- 
e pene Sharon, Sherman, Teller, Thurman, Wallace, Whyte, and With- 


NAY—Mr. Wadleigh—t. 
ABSENT—Messrs. Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Dorsey, 
Sper“ Ferry, Hamlin, Ingalls, Merrimon, Rollins, Sargent, Spencer, and Win- 


So the resolution was . neg to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mississippi will pre- 
sent himself to take the oath of office. 

Mr. Lamar advanced to the desk, (escorted by Mr. Davis, of West 
Virginia,) and the oaths prescribed by law having been administered 
to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 

SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA, 


Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I offer the following resolution, one 
of 70 9 
. BAYARD, By leave of the Senator from Maine, I would ask 
him to withdraw that for the present that I may offer a resolution 
for the swearing in of Mr. Morgan, of Alabama. His case is precisely 
that of Mr, Lamar, excepting that there has not even been the pre- 
text of a committee going to Alabama for the purpose of taking any 
testimony whatever on the subject. We all know that the intention 
is to organize the committees as soon as we can; and the Senate 
should be full. 

Mr. BLAINE. The Senator from Delaware will remember that yes- 
terday the Senator from Louisiana was called regularly on the list 
and he preceded both the Senator from Mississippi, who has been sworn 
in,and the Senator from Alabama, and was on the very eve of taking 
the oath when arrested by an objection. He had precedence then of 
the case which has now been disposed of by the Senate. I think it 
would hardly be fair or just to the Senator from Louisiana to ask him 
5 shoes although I should be very glad to oblige the Senator from 

ware. 

Mr. BAYARD. My object was merely a practical one of depong 
of what I thought would be an unobjected case before one which 
am satisfied will lead to objection. 

Mr. BLAINE. Of course it will have to be ultimately determined 
by the Senate. I ask to have my resolution read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the resolution 
offered by the Senator from Maine. 

The resolution was read, as follows : 

Resolved, That the oaths prescribed by law be now administered by the Vice- 
President to William Pit Kellogg, whose credentials as a Senator from the State 
of Louisiana were presented on 20th day uf January, 1877. 


Mr. BAYARD. I offer the following as a substitute for that: Strike 


out all after the word “resolved” and insert: 


That the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, claiming to be a Senator from the 
State of Loui do now lie upon the table until the appointment of a Committee 
on Privileges and to whom they can be referred. 


Mr. BLAINE. I do not desire, Mr. President, to detain the Senate 
by any le y presentation of Mr. Kellogg's case, Regarding him 
as I do as the . and duly elected Senator from the State of 
Louisiana, I could wish that there would be no objection to his bein 
sworn in. I believe that he was elected by the legal Legislature o 
Louisiana. I believe that he was elected by and represents the legal 
3 of Louisiana, and I do not see now to-day—and that is 

© main point I desire to present—how any Senator who voted in 
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this Chamber that the electoral vote of Louisiana was legally and 
properly cast for Rutherford B. Hayes and yourself, Mr. President, is 
permitted to doubt that S. B. Packard is equally of right the governor 
of that State. There may be some technicality, there ma: some 
keen form of logic which I have not yet heard and which I do not 
think I shall ever be able to comprehend, by which a man who had 
nearly a thousand votes more than the electoral ticket received was 
not elected governor when the electoral ticket was chosen. 

And I frankly repeat that I am not permitted to doubt, no man is 

rmitted to doubt legally to-day, certainly the other side of the 
Cintha is not permitted to doubt legally, that the electoral vote of 
Louisiana was properly cast for Hayes and Wheeler. Itwas decided 
so by the tribunal created by that side of the Chamber. The Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. EATON] bows tome. He and I are guiltless 
of that tribunal. But with the single exception of the Senator from 
Connecticut, every gentleman on that side of the Chamber in the Con- 
gress just closed voted to establish that tribunal, and it came in with 
peens and shouts and congratulations that the day of the political 
millenium had at last dawned, and that we had now established a 
tribunal distinguished above all human instrumentalities for impar- 
tiality and to whose decision we would all bow in the most ready 
spirit of cordial acquiescence. They took the question into consider- 
ation and heard it claborately 7 and decided, as I believe right- 
— — anar the electoral vote of Louisiana belonged to Hayes and 

eeler. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. BLAINE. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. The electoral commission decided that it could 
not look behind the decision of the returning 

Mr. BLAINE. Precisely; but it did decide 

Mr. THURMAN. Iam not through. The decision was that it could 
not look behind it, and therefore would receive no evidence. But 
does the Senator say that the Senate of the United States, that is 
ace ees judge of the elections, qualifications, and returns of its 
members—— 

Mr. BLAINE. The Senator is too rapid. I am coming to that. 

s e eI That the Senate cannot look behind that return- 
n 

r. BLAINE. Iam coming to that in due season. The Senator 
will permit me to say, however, that the electoral commission, of 
which he was an honored member, did decide that the Lonisiana re- 
turning board was constitutionally and legally competent to make the 
count which determined the electoral vote of that State. AmIright? 

Mr. THURMAN. A majority did. 

Mr. BLAINE. A majority constitutes the board. [Laughter. 
Then I understand the Senator from Ohio to admit that the electora 
commission did decide that the Louisiana returning board was a legal 
and constitutional body, competent to do what it did do, and that 
they were unable to review or reverse it; and that same board, com- 
petent to declare who were the ee electors of that State, 
declared also who were the Legislature of that State, and the Legis- 
lature, performing a mere ministerial duty, declared who was the 
governor of that State; and I stand here, if I stand alone, to say that 
the honor and the credit and the faith of the republican party, in so 
far as the election of Hayes and Wheeler is concerned, are as in lu- 
bly unitedin maintaining the rightfulness of the return of that body 
as the illustrious house of Hanover that sits on the throne of En- 
pieng to-day is in maintaining the rightfulness of the revolution of 

688. You discredit Pack: and you discredit Hayes. You hold 
that Packard is not the logat governor of Louisiana and President 
Hayes has no title, and the honored Vice-President who presides over 
our deliberations has no title to his chair. 

Isay, therefore, that on the action of the returning board, which the 
Senator from Ohio admits was determined by the electoral commis- 
sion to be a Competent legal, and constitutional body, rests the au- 
thority of 8. B. Packard to the governorship of that- State, and on 
the authority of that board rests the Legislature of that State, and 
by the Legislature of that State William Pitt Kellogg was duly elected 
Senator. By the governor of that State, thus determined, he comes 
here commissioned as Senator, his certificate bearing the great seal 
of the State; and I maintain—and I do not unless challenged upon 
that point desire to go into any of the details of the election—— 

Mr. THURMAN. Do I interrupt the Senator 7 

Mr. BLAINE. Not at all. 

Mr. THURMAN. Does the Senator understand that that returning 
Sones pours the votes for governor and declares who is elected gov- 
ernor 

Mr. BLAINE. The Legislature did that. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then the Senator is in groat error. 

Mr. BLAINE. No, I never said any such thing; but they were 
based on the same returns precisely ; and the same returning board 
counted the votes for members of the Legislature, and also counted 
and transmitted to the Legislature the votes for governor. 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes. 

Mr. BLAINE. That is only one degree off in lineal descent; it is 
the difference between son and grandson. 

Mr. THURMAN. I beg to say to the Senator that the electoral com- 
mission never decided that the returning board was a constitutional 
board for counting anything but the electoral vote for President and 
Vice-President. 


Mr. BLAINE. Do J understand the Senator from Ohio then to main- 
tain that the returning board was good enough to count in the elect- 
ors — President, but not good enough to determine who was gov- 
ernor 

Mr. THURMAN. If the Senate asks my opinion, I say it was not 
good for anything except to be hung. [Laughter. 

Mr. BLAINE. I believe the gentlemen in Louisiana, whom the 
Senator from Ohio represents in his opinions, hold that the electoral 
commission deserves about the same thing, or at least eight of them. 

Mr. THURMAN. A majority. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BLAINE. I want to hold the Senator to the point that the 
Legislature, the governor, and the presidential electors of Louisiana 
all derive their legality and their right to act from the same source 
and the same count; that if one is discredited the other is discred- 
ited, and that, the electors having been accredited by the highest 
tribunal known to the Constitution and the laws, he is precluded 
from raising a doubt on that question, and it is therefore that Imain- 
tain, without any elaboration of argument, that, resting as Mr. Kel- 
logg does his claim to a Senatorship here upon as broad a basis and 
upon precisely the same foundation that the presidential electors 
rest upon, he is entitled to be sworn in, and I say to the Senator from 
Delaware, whom I am always desirous of treating with courtesy, that 
I believe the right of Mr.Kellogg is just as absolute as that of Mr. 
Morgan, and therefore I could not find that I was under any obli- 
gation to yield the one to the other. 

Mr. BAYARD. I did not signify any obligation. It was a mero 
matter of practical convenience. 

Mr. BLAINE. I know that there has been a great deal said here 
and there, in the corridors of the Capitol around and about, in by- 
places and in high places of late, that some arrangement had been 
made by which Packard was not to be recognized and upheld; that 
he was to be allowed to slide by and Nicholls was to be accepted as 
governor of Louisiana. I want to know who had the authority to 
make any sucharrangement. I wish to know if any Senator on this 
floor will state in his place that any person, speaking for the admin- 
istration that was coming in or the one that was going out, had any 
right to make any such arrangement. I deny it. I deny it with- 
out being authorized to speak for the administration that now ex- 
ists. But I deny it on the simple, broad und that is an im- 

ibility that the administration of President Hayes could do 
it. I deny it on the broad ground that President Hayes 
sesses character, common sense, self-respect, patriotism, all of which 
he has in high measure and in eminent degree. I deny it on all 
the grounds that can influence human action, on all the grounds 
on which men can be held to personal and political and official re- 
sponsibility, I deny it for him, and Ishall find myself grievously dis- 
appointed, wounded, and humiliated if my denial is not vindicated in 
the policy of the Administration. But whether it be vindicated or 
whether it be not, I care not. It is not the duty of a Senator to in- 
quire what the policy of an Administration may be, but what it ought 
to be; and I hope a republican Senate will say that on this point there 
shall be no authority in this land large enough or adventurous 
enough to compromise the honor of the national administration or 
the good name of the great republican party that called that adminis- 
tration into existence. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President 

Mr. THURMAN. Will my friend from Delaware have any objec- 
tion to retaining the floor and going on in the morning? 

Mr. BAYARD. Not at all. I should prefer it. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was to; and (at three o’clock and fourteen min- 
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, March 7, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

The VICE-P. IDENT. There comes over as the unfinished busi- 
ness of cesta e resolution offered by the Senator from Maine, 
[Mr. BiarxE,] which the Secretary will report for the information of 
the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution of Mr. BLAINE. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the amend- 
ment offered to this resolution by the Senator from Delaware, which 
will also be re for the information of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read the substitute of Mr. BAYARD. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Upon this question the Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. BayarD] is entitled to the floor. 


SENATOR FROM OREGON, 


Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, I rise to a question of puriga 
The Senator-elect from Oregon is now present, and I ask that he 


sworn. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Oregon will present 
himself at the desk and take the oaths prescribed by law. 
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Mr. Grover advanced to the area in front of the desk, escorted by 
Mr. WALLACE. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator from Oregon, [Mr. MITCHELL, ] now a 
member of this body, is not in his seat; and, until be is in his seat, 
I object to the Chair administering the oath to the Senator-elect from 
that State. 

Mr. WALLACE. As a Senator of this body I present the Senator 
from Oregon as a member of the body, and ask that he be sworn. 

Mr. . And as a member of this body I object to it, and I 
have stated my reason. The Senator from Ore (Mr. MITCHELL] I 
know has some papers in his possession which he desires to present, 
and I lon it is perfectly just and proper that he should have that 
opportunity. 

r, he VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection 8 made, the credentials 
will lie on the table until the Senator from corer ME MITCHELL] 
enters the Chamber. 


BENATOR FROM LOUISIANA, 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution submitted by Mr. 
BLAINE to administer the oath of office to William Pitt Kellogg, Sen- 
ator-elect from the State of Louisiana, the pending question being 
on the amendment of Mr. BAYARD . 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, my reasons for moving the refer- 
ence of this certificate to the appropriate committee, or rather that 
it lie on the table until the appropriate committee shall be appointed, 
are those warranted by the unbroken usages of this body, so far as 
J am informed. The certificate is in some respects informal, not con- 
taining the usual recital of the performance of the act of election by 
the Legislature of the State, in the manner required by the act of Con- 
gress; and yet I consider it substantially sufficient. It appears to be 
signed by Stephen B. Packard, as the governor of Lonisiana, is dated 
the lith day of January, 1877, and recites the election of William P. 
Kellogg as a Senator of the United States by the General Assembly 
of Louisiana. Under the usages of this body a certificate, regular in 
its form, and reciting the substantial fact of election by a competent 
body, has been held to constitute a prima facie case, which entitles 
the holder to be sworn in at the commencement of his term, leaving 
objections not yet made to be examined and passed upon subsequently. 
It creates, I say, a prima facie case, but when this prima facie disappears 
the presumptions of legality and regularity which give itits force are 
all eee upon an ng appearing to the contrary. Therefore there 
is before us to-day no prima facies that Stephen B. Packard is either 
de jure or de facto the governor of the State of Louisiana, nor that 
the body which he has certified to be the General Assembly of the 
State of Louisiana is the General Assembly of that State. On the 
5 there is public knowledge, of which every member of the 
Senate is bound to take judicial notice, that Francis T. Nicholls and 
a Legislature elected with and in accord with him, and a judiciary 
acting in accord with him and them, to-day constitute the executive, 
legislative, and aiaa branches of that State’s government and have 
actual control of the affairs of the State of Louisiana, control of ev: 
foot of the soil of that State, excepting, perhaps, a single acre of lan 
upon which stands a hotel used as a state-house by Mr. Packard, and 
that which he terms the General Assembly of that State, an asylum 
into which Mr. Packard has retreated and in which he remains guarded 
by bodies of troops of the United States, sent there by order of the 
President of the United States. 

Now, Mr. President, if governments be ordained among men for the 

rotection of life and property and the will and capacity to protect 

fe and property are to be the tests of a government, then I say the 
government of which Francis T. Nicholls is the head is the only gov- 
ernment worthy of the name in the State of Louisiana to-day, and 
his certificate and attestation, and the legislature acting in accord 
andin tion of his authority, is the only one that the Senate of 
the United States can justly respect and recognize as valid, 

On our tables lie reports of committees of both Houses of Congress 
taken at the last session, accompanied by voluminous depositions re- 
lating to the very facts out of which the alleged election of Kellogg 
and of Packard and this pretended Legislature are said to have 
spru All pretense then of facies has vanished, and is re- 
moved, by these public facts and by these parliamentary proceedings 
of the Senate and of the House of Representatives. 

I may say further to the Senate that for two years the credentials 
of Mr. J. B. Eustis as a Senator from the State of Louisiana have been 
upon the files of the Senate authenticated by the seal of the State of 
Louisiana, certified by Governor McEnery of that State. They have 
never been brought up for consideration and no decision has been 
passed upon them, and yet the title under which he claims is one that 
cannot consist with the authority under which Mr. Kellogg claims. 

This case is not new, but it presents the same features of doubt ; 
it demands the same judicial examination and determination, ac- 
cording to the forms of parliamentary law, that it demanded and re- 
ceived in 1873, in a discussion that continued until the spring of 1875. 
There will be found two resolutions, one on the 4th of December, 1873: 

On motion of Mr. MORTON, it was 

Ordered, That the 5 of is S. Pinchback and W. L. McMillen, claim- 


ing seats as Senators from the State th Senate, 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. nee ee 17 15 


On the 15th of December of the same year 
Mr. Moxtox, from the Committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom were 
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referred the credentials of P. B. S. Pinchback and W. L. McMillen, claiming seats 
in the Senate as Senators from the State of Louisiana, reported the committee 
were evenly divided m the question as to whether Mr. Pinchback is, upon his 
credentials, entitled to be sworn in as a member, and ask to be from the 
further consideration of the subject and to refer the whole matter to determi- 
nation of the Senate. 


That was in December, 1873. On the 20th day of January, 1874, 
Mr. MORTON submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the credential of Hon. P. B. S. Pinchback be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections ; that the committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers, and bo instructed to investigate the circumstances attending the 
said Pinchback to a seat in this body, 


That was in the month of January, 1874. Nearly one year after 
that time, upon this same “prima facie case,” as it then was called, 
as it before had been urged to be, as it was subsequently and to the 
last urged to be, Mr. MORTON submitted again on the of Decem- 
ber, 1874, the following resolution : 

That the Senate the validity of the credentials of P. B. S. Pinchback, 
as certified to by W P. K. of Louisiana, under the seal of said State; 
and the Commi on 8 and Elections are instructed to examine and re 
port if said Pinchback is entitled to be admitted on the prima facie case thas made, 
or if such admission should be ed until investigation is made as to the 
charges of corruption in his election alleged against him. 


I cite these resolutions for the purpose of showing not simply a case 
parallel to the present, but a case growing out of a similar condition 
of affairs to the present, a case growing ont of a disordered society, 
and that society, the identical State in whose name and as whose 
choice you are asked to-day, without hearing or investi, 
the presentation of credentials as forming a prima fi 
disregard of your constitutional duty and power to 
you are izing the true voice of that State or whether you are 
adding to her want of due representation the still greater wrong of 
mis-representation. F. 

Under the Constitution of the United States, it is the r and 
duty, and the sole power and duty, of the Senate of the United States 
to judge of the elections, the qualifications, and the returns of its 
members. In exercising this power we sit as judges. Our duty is 
judicial not only in form but in temper; not in temper only, but in 
substance; and when you say that you are to judge you imply 
necessarily that you are to inquire and ascertain the truth before you 
commit yourself to judgment. It is our duty to the State of Louisiana 
to see that she is represented by two persons upon this floor chosen by 
her Legislature ; it is our duty to admit them, it is our duty to exclude 
all others. It is our duty to the Union into whose legislative cham- 
ber these men propose to come, to know that they come under thé 
forms and under the meaning and intent of the Constitution that was 
meant to guard the rights of all. A person coming here unwarranted 
by the Constitution inflicts just as great injury upon all the other 
pisia as upon the individual State whose name he has falsely as- 


sumed. 

Mr. President, it is our duty to-day, as I have moved, that the reg- 
ular steps be taken that shall give us that precise and plenary infor- 
mation which shall enable us to decide this important question 
justly. And here let me say that in the mind of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maine who spoke yesterday, [Mr. Banu] and perhaps in 
others, there seems to be a confusion of ideas as to the powers of the 
executive branch of this Government over the question of the recog- 
nition of the several State governments, Ihave spoken of the power 
of each House of Congress over its own membership and of the inci- 
dental and the necessary recognition of State governments by the 
two Houses in their separate action by giving eee in either chamber 
to those who come clothed with the robes of law from their respective 
States. But the Senator from Maine spoke of an implied ition 
of the State of Louisiana by the late electoral commission in its de- 
cision, in which commission was embodied the power of the two Houses 
over the count of the elec votes. 

He argued that these distributions of power have still some con- 
nection one with the other. My answer is that they are wholly dis- 
tinct; and it is a confusion unsafe and unwarranted by our form of 
government to permit their consideration to be mingled. All these 
powers severally, the power of the Executive incidentally to recog- 
nize which of two State governments is the one entitled to his sup- 
port, the power of the two Houses each to recognize the duly ap- 

inted nts of the State to become members of their tive 

ies, and the power of the electoral commission, representing the 
two Houses of Congress under this late law, to exercise powers as to 
counting the electoral votes, are wholly distinct and they find their 
rte and existence under totally different provisions of the Con- 
stitution. 
e BLAINE. Will it interrupt the Senator if I ask him a ques- 
on 

Mr. BAYARD. If the Senator will let me go further he probably 
will understand me better. Whence came the Executive power of this 
Government to determine the false from the true in the ition 
of rival governments of a State? Under a clause of the Constitution 
requiring the United States to guarantee to each State a republican 
form of government and to protect them against invasion and against 
domestic violence when too strong to be resisted by the lawful au- 
thorities of the States. The power of the United States thus to ful- 
fill its guarantee of ee a republican form of government 
against invasion or domestic violence has been regulated by law, 


tion, to treat 
case that in 
udge whether 
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under which was vested in the Executive in case of an insurrection 
too powerful to be controlled by the local authority of the State, to 
aid the duly, regularly established republican government of that 
State against intrusion or against domestic violence. 

Mr. President, it never was intended that every contested election 
in a State should be used as a peier to call upon the Executive of the 


nation to interfere in behalf of one of two political opponents; anb yet 
this has been done and done too frequently within the last six years in 
Louisiana, and from such exercise of power the difficulties and the 
distress that we witness this day have chiefly arisen, The fruits of 
such interference are before us to-day and have grown into such 
serious importance to the welfare of the entire country as makes 
their settlement no longer capable of being neglected or postponed. 

The power and the duty of the Executive in recognizing one of two 
contending governments within a State, only grows out of the ex- 
treme case of actual insurrection soextensive asto threaten the anton- 
omy of the State’s 8 If it be not carefully, consider- 
ately confined to such cases, it would be a power that could create 
cases at its own will for the very purpose of taking sides in a polit- 
ical contest. As I said,it never was intended that such a power should 
be used to settle mere political disputes or under color of preserving 
a republican form of government in a State to take sides between 
ponen i partion, however heated might be their controversies, much 

ess in advance of conflict upon a claim of assistance from one side 
to anticipate that by using the entire force of the nation pending an 
election to produce a tin favor of one of the contending parti- 
sans, 

It seems to me that this confusien of i this misunderstanding of 
the objects with which the Executive was invested with this power, 
if continued, would lead to au absolute destruction of all, local self- 
government. In this country at times we blame the masses for their 
apathy; at times we blame them for their over excitement. For my 
own part I believe the dangers to our liberty come more from the 
former than from the latter. Animated, even bitter discussion is better 
than cold indifference. Men must feel strongly before they can be 
induced to undertake the great trouble and difficulty steadily of main- 
taining a free government; and if those political excitements and 
contests natural and incidental to a spirited, a strong, and a vigorous 
people are to be used as pretexts for constant interference by the ex- 
ecutive power of the nation invested with the control of the military 
arm, for the purpose of settling these disputes within the States, then 
we shall find that for the sake of peace, political duties will be dis- 
regarded, and in lien of excitement you will have an apathy that is 
but the precursor to the death of that spirit that can alone make and 
keep a people free. 

Sir, after repeated trials of this Federal interference there came a 
recognition, tardy but I believe honest, of the outgoing administra- 
tion that such methods had been tried with no results. I have 
read lately telegrams authorized by the late Executive stating to Mr. 
Packard the simple and forcible truth, that a government that did 
not possess the confidence and the respect of its people sufficiently to 
maintain itself without the interposition of the strong arm of Federal 
military power ought to be suffered to go down. This was a reluetant 
but positive recognition after all that this government of ours does 
spring from the will of the people; it is based as to allits just powers 
upon “the consent of the governed;” and I view the late dispatch 
ot which I have spoken as being nothing but a paraphrase of the 
ver sentiment of the language of the Declaration of Independence 
under which our forefathers took up arms to make ves free 
and independent of the British Crown. 

Now, Mr. President, the duties, the powers of the Senate over the 
question of membership in this body are sole, exclusive, and inde- 
pendent; independent of the Executive; independent of electoral 
commissions; independent of . bat our own conscience 

ing into effect the Constitution, to discover what has been the 
choice of the State—not the choice of the Senate, but what has been 
the choice of the State in the person or persons she has sent here as 
her representatives, To do this we must examine the constitution 
and the laws of that State. We cannot determine whether the voice 
that assumes to speak for the State is her true voice until we have traced 
the only avenues by which a State can speak. It is through her 
agents, it is through her constitution, it is through her laws; and 
when we would know whether a man who presents himself here is 
her 8 it is by examining whether he has come to us 
through those legal avenues which she has marked out for her repre- 
sentatives to tread. Therefore, itis that our duty is utterly distinct 
from those which were assu by those of the electoral commission. 
The powers of the electoral commission, on the contrary, as they were 
decided by a majority, a bare majority of the members of that com- 
mission, differ as to the measure of authority, differ totally as to the 
character of authority, and according to that decision infinitely, more 
restricted than can be the power of the Senate in passing upon the 
admission of its members. 

What was the decision of that commission in respect of ascertain- 
ing what were the lawful electoral votes of Louisiana? The propo- 
sition made to them was that they should hear testimony upon cer- 
tain subjects ; that they should hear testimony to show that the re- 
turning officers of that State, a merely ministerial pody, having only 
statutory jurisdiction, had not only grossly violated the law of their 
being, but had disregarded it in every possible form; not only that 


they had refused to canvass and compile the votes cast at that elec- 
tion by the people of Louisiana upon the only basis on which the law 

rmitted them to canvass and compile such vote, but they had de- 
berately selected as the basis of their action a class of statements 
which they were forbidden by the law to consider. 

I do not propose to fatigue the Senate or myself at this time, to re- 
argue the laws of Louisiana touching elections. They are before the 
Senate; they are here in reports; they are here in the printed testi- 
mony ; and the Senate is bound to take notice of them. Not only was 
it offered to be proven to the electoral commission that this returning 
board, merely ministerially, having but quasi-judicial powers in cer- 
tain given contingencies and in no other, never for one moment re- 

ed the laws under which alone they had 175 7 power but acted 
altogether outside of any legal authority. Called upon by law and 
authorized by law to canvass and compile the statements of commis- 
sioners of election, they never canvassed or compiled the statement 
of any commissioner of election. Called upon to consider charges of 
intimidation and violence only when those charges were brought to 
them through certain specified and legal channels, they did not follow 
the legal channels once in their action, but at all times acted entirely 
outside of them. Called upon to canvass with honesty, they can- 
vassed with a fraud that was monstrous; not simply that suborna- 
tion of perjury was by them frequently resorted to, but forgery itself 
was committed under their instructions; not only were true returns 
not regarded, but false returns were deliberately fabricated; and then 
the shocking feature was presented that they offered to put in the 
market their authentication of the voice of that State and sell it to 
the pe bidder. 

All these things were offered to be proven to the electoral commis- 
sion; but their decision was that, being endued only with the count- 
a ponor vested by the Constitution in the two Houses, they had no 
right to consider any or all of these things. They treated these facts 
as proven, and yet they said, We cannot look at them; for, if you 
prove them all to be true we have no power to change the result of 
that fraudulent certificate.” 

Mr. President, I do not propose to comment upon that decision, I 
have done so elsewhere, and to those with whom I was associated. 
That decision was a blow to my fondest hopes and to my most honest 
belief in law. I believe that there was a clear abdication of a positive 
duty for which I cannot find explanation in my own mind after hear- 
ing the discussions in the commission on that subject; yet neverthe- 
less it was so. They denied all power to consider those things which 
this Senate must consider, which the oath and the duty of every 
member of this body binds him to consider; and let me here say that 
in the course of those discussions before that commission, when it 
was urged that parliamentary committees from either House had been 
sent down under resolutions of the Senate and of the House to take 
testimony directly upon these subjects, the answer not once but al- 
most always that came from those who decided not to hear any testi- 
mony whatever was that the power of the Senate to pass in judg- 
ment upon the elections, returns, and qualifications of its own mem- 
bers was admitted, but that that was not the measure of the power 
of the commission. 

In contending that the commission had not the power to hear any 
testimony, they illustrated that argument by showing that the Sen- 
ate had the power. Why, sir, if proof were needed of that, I would 
take one of theleading minds of this body andof that commission, the 
honorable Senator from Vermont who is not in his seat, [Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS,] who in 1875, on the 16th of March, addressed this body upon 
the question of the admission of Pinchback, claiming to be a Sena- 
tor from Louisiana, and holding just such a certificate as Kellogg 
holds to-day. In the course of those remarks Mr. EDMUNDS gave his 
justification for his vote to exclude Pinchback from membership of 
this body and he based his rejection upon the illegal action of the 
Louisiana returning board, All over these pages running from—— 

Mr. BLAINE. I do not understand the Senator from Delaware, if 
he will permit me to interrupt him, as quoting the Senator from Ver- 
mont as on record inst the legality of the present returning board. 

Mr. BAYARD, O, sir, I am arguing this case upon a principle, upon 
a principle that applies to this and to all cases, the power and duty 
of the Senate to decide these questions according to the constitution 
and laws of the State whose embassador in this y she proposes to 
receive, and to show the honorable Senator from Maine that when he 
urges the action of the electoral commission as being of authority 
upon this body or upon the Executive as affecting the question of 
State nition he no authority in law whatever for doing so. 

Mr. BLAINE. All I meant to imply was that the Senator from Ver- 
mont would hardly vote for the legality of the board in the electoral 
commission and vote for its illegality in the Senate. That is all I 


meant. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator from Vermont did not pass on the 
legality or ilegality of the 3 in the late commission. 
He said distinetly he would not take evidence to inquire whether 
it was legal or illegal. That wasin commission; and in the debate 
in the Senate to which I have referred he says he will consider evidence 
to ascertain whether it is legal or i 

Therefore when the Senator from Maine asserts that the decision 
of the electoral commission can have any weight by 01 intendment 
to control the judgment of this body on the action of Senators in 
passing upon the right of admission to this body, he is counting 
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without his host. I say that on these running from page 64 to 

73 of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of March 6, 1875, will be found 
an elaborate and able presentation of this very question by one of the 
ablest lawyers of this body and one of those whose opinion is most 
relied upon to give weight to the late decision of the electoral com- 
mission. And 1 say here that in the discussions of that commission 
the distinction between the powers and duties of the Senate or the 
House of Representatives in passing upon membership of their re- 
spective bodies was constantly brought up as W the differ- 
ence between their powers and the powers and duties of the elect- 
oral commission over the count of the electoral vote. 

When we of the minority of that commission would say, “Why have 
you sent committees broadcast over a number of States? Why have 
you adopted resolutions to inquire into these very questions of State 
elections f er are your members of both Houses of Con now 
occupied in taking such testimony if it is all to be for naught and all 
to be disre ed? Was it not intended to affect the result of the 
presidential election? Was it not intended to throw light on those 
vexed questions in those disturbed communities?” The majority wouid 
reply: “No; that was meant for action in the Senate and in the House 
in respect of their membership, or for the purpose of legislative ac- 
tion.” No, sir; the majority of the electoral commission found for 
their reasoning to justify their decision constitutional phrases which 
compel the Senate to-day, if those reasons are regarded, to have this 
election of a Senator properly investigated before we pass upon the 
admission of this m as a Senator from the State of Louisiana. 
The difference in the commission arising upon the great and controll- 
ing question of the admissibility of evidence was as to the scope of 
their powers. There was not a man there who would say that if he 
had the power he would allow these wrongs to be consummated. 
Their argument was that they had not the power and they must sit 
by helplessly while wrong triumphed, because they had not the con- 
stitutional power to examine into and resist it. 

Mr. BLAINE. I must interrupt the Senator there with one ques. 
tion, for I want to be set right. o I understand the Senator from 
Delaware to say that the Senator from Vermont, whom he quoted 
a proving, and no more so than I am always anxious to quote him, 
did not, acting as a commissioner on the electoral commission, satisfy 
himself, and act upon that satisfaction, that the returning board in 
Louisiana was a competent constitutional body to make the returns? 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator from Vermont gave as his reason for 
accepting the certificate of that returning board his want of power 
to examine into its exercise of jurisdiction, and therefore voted not 
to recelve any testimony to prove that its jurisdiction had been ex- 
ceeded or fraudulently exercised. 

Mr. BLAINE. Was it not that he accepted it, that he had no 
power to go behind what they had done, they being a legal and con- 
stitutional and competent tribunal? But does the Senator from 
Delaware mean that the Senator from Vermont did not satisfy him- 
self that that was not a fraudulent and illegal body, and however 
illegal and however unconstitutional the body might be, he was 
compelled under that law to sit still and take its return ? 

Mr. BAYARD. He refused to hear any evidence on the subject. 

Mr. BLAINE. Any evidence on what subject ? 

Mr. BAYARD. On the subject of the constitutionality or legality 
of that board and its action. 

Mr. BLAINE, Was not thataffirmed and accepted by the electoral 
commission on the ground that it was constitutional ? 

Mr. BAYARD. ey did affirm and accept it in the face of facts 
that in my opinion 

Mr. BLAINE. Ah! there the Senator gives way wholly. I say the 
Senator did not correctly represent the tion of the Senator from 
Vermont, if he will pardon me; he did not correctly represent the 
majority ef the electoral commission. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I am stating just that which I know. 
I am stating just that which appears by the record. I am showing 
the Senator from siaine or sying ed show, the falsity of the position 
he assumed here yesterday when he undertook to say that the Presi- 
dent of the United States and that this Senate were bound—I think 
he said in honor—but bound in every way and by every obligation 
to follow the decision of the electoral commission. I answer that his 
premises are totally and wholly unfounded. 

That commission refused to take testimony that the Senate is bound 
to take. That commission refused to hear truth that the Senate can- 
not shut its ears to. That commission acted upon an alleged want 
of power to hear any testimony whatever on the subject. They said 
they were bound to take this returning as a true returning 
board. Why?! Because they would not hear testimony against it. 
They were bound to assume that it was formed in accordance with 
the constitution and laws of that State, and they would hear no tes- 
timony to refute that idea and that position. 

Therefore what I say is perfectly just, and here stands the speech 
of the Senator from Vermont. It is not necessary for me to read ex- 
tracts from it, because it is in the memory of every member of the 
Senate that he proceeded to consider and did consider the constitu- 
tionality of the composition of that returning board and the fact 
whether they had or had not exceeded their jurisdiction; and he 
voted against the admission of Pinchback upon testimony that he 
would have refused to consider when stting as a member of electo- 
ral commission. That is what I say and no more. 


As to what was the knowledge or intent or motive of the Senator 


from Vermont, I do not speak. I am only speaking of the decision 
of the electoral commission, of which he was a leading member, and 
of what was his ition upon the subject of the powers of the re- 
turning board of Louisiana when he came to pass upon the admission 
of a Senator two years ago. That is all thatI meant, and that is what 
I think I have stated correctly. 

So in re to the election of governor of the State. The consti- 
tution of the State of Louisiana does not commit to the returning 
board any power whatever of canvassing or compiling the votes for 
35 That is fixed by the constitution, not by the law. Article 

of the constitution of isiana is: 

ART. 48. The supreme executive power of the State shall be vested in a chief 
aes ete alge eny be styled the governor of the State of Louisiana. He shall 
hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the lieutenant- 

vernor, chosen for the same term, be elected as follows: The qualified electors 

‘or representatives shall vote for governor and lioutenant-governor at the time and 
place for voting for representatives ; the returns of every election shall be sealed 
up and transmitted of age proper returning officer to tho secretary of state, who 
shall deliver them to the speaker of the house of representatives on the second day 
of the session of the General Assembly then to be holden. The members of the 
General Assembly shall meet in the house of representatives to examine and 
count the votes. The person having the greatest number of votes for governor 
shall be declared duly elected; but in case of a tio vote between two or more can- 
didates, one of them shall immediately be chosen governor by joint vote of the 
members of the General Assembly. 


And then follows the 8 for the election of lientenant-gov- 
ernor. Now, sir, I find that provision of the constitution or of these 
laws was a matter in regard to which the electoral commission would 
take no testimony ; but in the speech of the honorable Senator from 
Vermont two years I find the very extract from the constitution 
of Louisiana which I have read and which he read for his guide upon 
the occasion of his vote on the admission of a member of this body, 
and following after that, upon the same page, is a careful criticism 
of the language of the election law of Louisiana which was totally 
disregarded by the commission in their decision. 

In vain it was to say that the returning board canvassed and com- 
piled their returns from certain sources when they had only power to 
take them from certain specified statements; in vain to say that they 
substituted false certificates; in vain to say that they fabricated re- 
turns, that the real returns were given over to the hands of their 
clerks and had been brought up here to be hawked about the Capitol. 
Nothing of the kind would be heard; nothing was considered. hy 
not? Simply because the majority saw fit to decide that under the 
counting power of the two Houses, which was invested for the time 
being in the electoral commission, there was no authority or time to 
consider these matters or give them weight; but when we as Senators 
now act we do give them weight, we do give them consideration; 
and the very ents that were made here by a member of that 
commission against the admission of Pinchback show me the force 
that he gave to the constitution and the laws of Louisiana in his de- 
cision of that case. The election of Mr. Packard as the governor of 
the State is provided for by very different machinery than that of 
the returning board. I merely mention that to show the honorable 
Senator from Maine the incorrectness of his statement that the elec- 
tion of Packard was by the same means, at the same time, and as to 
its effect upon the electoral votes counted for the President and Vice- 
President that they must stand or fall together. 

Now, sir, I wish to say that neither the President of the United 
States nor the Senate, in their respective recognition of the State 

overnment of Louisiana, are in the least coerce bound by law, by 
fho Constitution of the United States, by any law of moral or honor- 
ary obligation to follow the action of the electoral commission in ex- 
cluding evidence which compelled them by the exclusion to accept 
the electoral votes of Louisiana as cast for the present President aud 
Vice-President of the United States. The measure of duty, as I have 
shown, to each is distinct. It differs in its measure; it differs in its 
object. The President of the United States has been elected under 
the forms of law; and the reasons and justification for that decision 
in his case must be found in the action of the majority of the tribunal 
appointed under the late electoral law. Through it he holds his 
office. The reasons for his installment are not the reasons for the 
Kellogg or the Packard pretensions. They do not touch them. 
Nothing connected with the electoral law can in any way be brought 
to bear upon the election of the 33 of Louisiana or of its Legis- 
lature, or of the Senator chosen by the Legislature. There is no pos- 
sible connection in law ar logic between them. 

Mr. President, I have spoken of the election of President and Vice- 
President of the United Btates under the forms of law. I recognize 
them as so elected and so invested with power under the Constitution 
and laws of the United States. The remarks of tlfe honorable Sen- 
ator from Maine yesterday led him with much abruptness to chal- 
lenge the position of the President of the United States in respect of 
this class of questions, of which the case before us forms one, The 
President seems to recognize, as at last did his predecessor, the true 
condition of affairs in Louisiana. I find in his inaugural address 
words which, believing them to express his meaning according to their 
usual signification, I have read with the most hearty concurrence. 
me Be it tate cic poten a cine et one 
ment of all their constitutional hts is now the one subject in our public agaire 
which all thoughtful and patriotic citi: regard as of supreme importance. 
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Many of tho calamitous effects of the tremendous revolution which has passed 
over the Southern States still remain. The immeasurable benefits which will surely 
follow, sooner or later, the hearty and acceptance of timate results 
of that revolution have not yet been realized. Difficult and em q 
meet us at the threshold of this subject. The people of those States are still 
poverished, and the inestimable blessing of wise, honest, and peaceful local self-gov- 
ernment is not fully enjoyed. sharre iah, e dap seein exist as to the 

of this condition of things, the fact is clear in 
come when such government is the imperative 
terests, public and private, of those States, 

These words are wise words. Who is opposed to a policy which 

they shall truly reflect? Not I. e in the distressed condi- 
tion of this country the need for that which the incoming President 
has proclaimed as his rule of action in re; to the Southern States. 
This whole country needsin every part of it the closest and most con- 
scientious consideration of its interests. I recognize fully the vast 
weight of debt under which the people of the United States ey 

ering; I recognize fully that danger which we are to meet, the 
Serger that lies in the experiment as to whether, under a system of 
universal suffrage, the sense of traditionary pecuniary obligation shall 
suffice to protect from generation to generation steadily and fully the 
public credit. I ize the need of reforms, of true economies, and 
of a broad, and high, and liberal statesmanship; and asa first step in 
that, the necessity of reconciliation and good-will between all sections 
and all parts of our country. 

Sir, if this is to be an honorable contest as to who shall be the most 
ust, I wish to enter upon it and I shall glory over him who conquers. 
f rivalry is to be set on foot as to who s be wisest and most con- 

siderate aud most generous, a rivalry that has the happiness and 
were of this nation for its object, who is there that will not re- 
oice 

Mr. President, the fate of the State of Louisiana has at last en- 

twined itself around the heart-strings of the entire nation. Her 

ponco is to-day the of us all; her destruction will prove the 

a ie of us all; and justice to her is justice to every other 
tate. 


In 1872 when a drunken judge of the United States, by an order ut- 
terly void in law, overthrew the lawful government of the State, 
and, supported by Federal power, made this very Mr. Kellogg the gov- 
ernor de facto, and when in 1874 Kellogg procured the assistance of 
United States troops again to overthrow the majority in Louisiana, 
then Louisiana seemed to suffer alone. Sir, I felt the injustice for 
her then as if it had been leveled at my own home and my own peo- 

le; but she is not alone to-day. That which has overthrown her 
— overthrown other States far distant from her territo Ido be- 
lieve, and feel bound to state my belief, that the recognition of the 
Packard government and the forcible overthrow of the Nicholls gov- 
ernment will not only shock the very souls of oe yore of Louisiana, 
but it will thrill with horror every bosom in this broad land that 
loves justice, 

Sir, I have stood by the law even when the law has struck down 
my hopes and my honest judgment as to what should have been its de- 
cisions. Ihave stilled the voice of partisan feeling and personal indig- 
nation, and I have ruled my own spirit in the events connected wit 
the late presidential election and éhe count of the presidential votes. 
From my pnblic station here I have looked over this great country 
with its teeming millions and seen that the safety, the welfare, the 
peace of the land, the continuance of a government of Jaws under 
republican institutions, had their only hope in maintaining the forms 
of law. I have sought the law as my guide and set my face against 
discord, anarchy, revolution, and that wide ruin that follows in their 
train. Whether the spirit which has guided me and the wisdom of 
my public action shall be at once recognized, I know not; but I will 
bide my time, for 1 know the recognition will come in good time. I 
ask for Louisiana to-day the same measure of law and justice that I 
should ask for Massachusetts, no more and no less. 

Why, sir, here is a memorial of the ban the clergymen, and 
the merchants of Louisiana to the President, the Senate, and House 
of Representatives of the United States. Let them speak in their 
own words: 

We deem it due to ourselves and to the thousands 


gs in peace with all men and to have j 


we represent who desire to 
22 our honest justice administered 
a civilized government, to protest solemnly before our coun’ 


3 en and the world 
against the representations made interested adventurers , and partisan 
reckless politicians from abroad, e cha g the people of Louisiana 


with — or even tolerating murder or violence. e protest against being 
held responsible for the imbecility and fraud of a usurpation which lacks the con- 
fidence of honest men and which to sustain itself offers a um to violence as 
political capital, and encourages murder by using it as a to the counting of 


y 

The 2 of Louisiana cannot believe that their friends, relatives, and fellow- 
citizens of other States can seriously think them so lost, not to decency or civiliza- 
tion only, but even te self-interest and common sense, as to . of 
violence and bloodshed about their own homes and those of their chil 

‘That which exists of these in Louisiana above the ave 


VVV one class and one section of the coun- 
t neal for simple justice in their jndgment as 
of our fellow-citizens. We only de- 


masses 
piro to have good order, peace, and justice established among all classes, and 
po matter by whom 2 put down 3 e are 
rbarians, but civil: men 


By the late elections, everywhere 


rather have been served by violence, no matter how excited, but by the calm self- 
restraint of conservative and sober-minded people, have in strict conformity and in 
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action, 
evils of a government fatal alike to our interests and our good name, which exists 
by fraud and stands by hatred and ante and the destruction of interests which 
shee common, and is compelled to defend its shameful imbecility by charging 


ini a communi fits by and 
= upon ty the guilt of crime it protits by an 

And here follow names in scores of the leading men, of merchants, 
of bankers, and the ministers of God. They all sign; it is their voice 
that speaks; and it seems to me that it cannot at this time fall upon 
deaf ears in this Senate or in this country. 

Mr. President, this Administration stands upon the threshold of 
events progomis with results of the most momentous nature. I rec- 
ogn in the utterances of the Senator from Maine yesterday the 
same cry for sectional aggression we have heard here for years past. 
It falls upon my ear like the fire-bell at midnight, and me with 
spennan I earnestly hope it will not be heeded by the President 
and his constitutional advisers. This is no party appeal; it is an ap- 

to my country which cannot any lon bear and will notan 
onger bear the continuance of a polic sectional aggression and 
interference based upon misunderstanding and injustice. 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I desire to state very briefly—and if 
I state it incorrectly I shall be very willing to be interrupted by the 
Senator from Delaware—the legal ground on which Mr. Kellogg claims 
a seat in the Senate. I shall consume but a few minutes in present- 
ing the points. 

e same board which returned the electoral vote of Louisiana for 
Hayes and Wheeler returned a Legislature republican in both 
branches and returned a majority of the votes of the State for S. B. 
Packard for governor. On the day that that Legislature met there 
were assembled under the laws of Louisiana 

Mr. BAYARD. The returning board had nothing to do with the 
votes for Mr. Packard at all. 

Mr. BLAINE. They returned them to the secretary of state. 

Mr. BAYARD. They were returned not by the board. The return- 
ing board had nothing more to do with the votes for governor than 


the Senator has himself, except as a mere conduit through whom 
ae epg to be counted by the Legislature. 
. BLAINE. Passed to be counted by the islature—I have 


the record all here—merely the ministerial overlooking by the Leg- 
islature of what had already been counted by the or is that 
important ; a majority of the Legislature found to be elected in each 
branch brue returning board assembled on the day appointed by 
law for organization of the Legislature. They assembled also 
on the day that the votes were to be counted for governor ; and tak- 
ing those votes sonun in each branch of the Legislature deter- 
mined and that S. B. Packard was duly elected governor of 
Louisiana, and he was inaugurated. Then on the second Tuesday of 
the session, the day appointed under the laws of the United States 
for the election of a Senator of the United States, both branches as- 
sembled and failed for lack of a quoram in one branch to get a vote 
on that subject ; but in precise conformity with law, several times I 
think adjudicated and confirmed in this body, they assembled in 
geint convention next day, and there were then present a majority of 

th branches of the Legislature and a decisive majority, and by 
that ority Mr. William Pitt Kellogg was chosen a Senator of the 
United States. I submit to the Senator from Delaware that if Pack- 
ard was legally elected governor and this islature was legally 
returned the returning board, the election of Mr. William Pitt 
Kellogg is just as re as that on which the Senator from Dela- 
ware sits there and I sit here. 

Mr. BAYARD, But there is no ifin my case; there is a large one 
in his case. 

Mr. BLAINE. I know; and there the gentleman ——— con- 
sistent. The Senator from Delaware believes and affirms and has 
voted on this floor that the electoral vote of Louisiana did not belong 
to Hayes and Wheeler. He says so now. He says it was a fraud to 
give it to them. He is on record voting so. I am addressing gentle- 
men who on their consciences and their views of duty voted directly 
contrary to the Senator from Delaware that the electoral vote of 
Louisiana did belong to Hayes and Wheeler. The Senator is entirely 
consistent, altogether consistent. He believes that the vote of Lou- 
isiana was given fraudulently to Hayes and Wheeler, and he now asks 
the republican side of the Senate to affirm that fraud by declaring in 
another form that these votes technically given for the Hayes and 
Wheeler electors are not enough to be counted for the governor- 
ship of the State, although the governor had a thousand more votes 
than the electors, and not good enough to be counted for the Legisla- 
ture that was to choose a Senator. I do not object to the Senator 
from Delaware holding that position. It is a partisan position. The 
Senator has read us very large and luminous lessons of the duty of 
patriotism here, and of course they came with great force from a man 
who is not identified with party and never gave a partisan vote as 
the Senator from Delaware never has given in the eight or ten years 
he has graced this body. I appreciate the force of it coming from 
that quarter. I feel somewhat smitten and rebuked when the Sena- 
tor from Delaware invokes the Senate to throw aside partisanship 
and act as he does. The Senator was a member of the commission, 
and I believe that the non-partisan part of that commission was sup- 


1877. 


to be the Supreme Court section of it; and yet I believe itfell 
to the lot of the Senator from Delaware never once to have voted 


with the DADEN of the ju on that commission. 
Mr. BAY. .O, yes. The Senator has not followed the facts of 
that case at all. 


Mr. BLAINE... So far as test questions came—I do not know what 
the little courtesies inside may haye been—all test questions known 
to the public, I think the Senator is uniformly on record against the 
majority of the ju 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator has not read the record, and does not 
seem to know much about it. 

Mr. BLAINE. I except Cronin’s case. I think the Senator did 
orp partisanship in Cronin’s case. 

ow, Mr, President, this is a simple question. It is a simple invi- 
tation to this side of the Chamber from the other to abandon the 
ground on which the ee of the United States have accepted the 
election of Hayes an eeler. Yesterday I ke of back-door 
whisperings and talk in the corridors, and asked if any Senator knew 
that there was any sort of understanding.. I asked then and I ask 
now if there is any gentleman on this floor who stands voucher or 
spona for that understanding? There has been put in my hands at 
moment a telegram which I feel authorized to read, nay, which I 

and I think it may throw some light on the 
subject. I profess to bea piain, blunt man. I donot want any hide 
and seek on this subject. I want positions to be clearly taken and 
frankly avowed. I read this tel not exactly bearing on the 
Louisiana question but kindred to it, and possibly kindred dispatches 
are circulating in New Orleans this moment for the surrender and 
abandonment of that State. The dispatch is handed me by the gon: 
tleman now on this floor and claiming to be a Senator-elect from 


South Carolina, 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, March 6, 1877. 


To Hon. D. T. CORBIN : 
I have just had long interview with Haskell, who 8 to mo from 


„ .Evarts. Tho 1 Matthews’s letter is that I ought 
to yield my righi for good of country. This is embarrassing beyond endurance. 
I such action is desired I want to know it authoritatively. 
Do not send Haskell; he wants to know it authoritatively! 
erer cages beer and I cannot assume such responsibility. Please in- 
uire telegraph me to-night. 
* D. H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


The governor of the State of South Carolina. I asked who had 
been doing the whispering in the corridors, and the answer comes from 
Columbia. Is there any Senator on this floor who desires to stand 
sponsor for that dispatch or for the policy that it covers? Is there 
any Senator here who proposes to abandon the remnant that is left 
of the republican party between the Potomac and the Rio Grande, 
and that it shall go down for the public good, as Mr. Stanley Mat- 
thews puts it? Being a little of a partisan, differing in that respect 
from the Senator from Delaw: I am not pews for that. I do not 
propose either, at the beck of Mr. Stanley Matthews or Mr. Evarts, 
to say that the public good requires that the remnant of the brave 
men who have borne the flag and the brunt of the battle in the South- 
ern States against persecutions eee in this country shall 
retire for the public good. [Manifestations of applause in the gal- 
Magoos i I do not pro it, I am here to do battle with anyone, 
in my humble way who onus that policy. I lay that Page own 
for any Senator who stands sponsor to the suggestions o Stan- 
ley Matthews and Mr. Evarts on this question. Nor am I to be dis- 


am requested to 


lodged from my position by a quotation from the late President of 
the United S of whom I would only tone in terms of personal 
respect, because the late President of the United States having, like 


every one of the rest of us, the right to change his mind and alter his 
views of public policy, did not, in the dispatch read by the Senator 
from Delaw maintain the same attitude which he maintained in 
the dispatch which I shall now read: 


ee aap ai AA DG sven evening at headquarters of the De- 
t of the Gulf: 7: y 1 


The 
partmen 
WASHINGTON, Ji 14, 1877, 
General C. C. Avaur, eens 
New Orleans, 


It has been the eed of the Administration to take no part in the settlement 
of the question of rightful government in the State of Louisiana—at least not until 
the con, nal committees now there have made their report; butitis not proper 


to stand qutetl and see the State r taken possession of b; 
one of the * for gubernato; honors by illegal sas z 

The supreme court se’ mp by Mr. Nicholls can receive no more Zeroman than 
any other equal number of lawyers convened on the call of any other citizen of the 


ee board existing in accordance with law, and having judicial as well 
as ministerial powers over the count of the votes, and in declaring the result of the 
Jate election, has given certificates of election to the Legislature of the State. A 
legal quorum of each house holding such certificates met and Mr. Packard 


governor. 
Should there be a necessity for the ition of either, it must be Packard. 
GRANT. 


You may furnish a copy of this dispatch to Packard and Nicholle, 

The President, it will be observed, stated in the case in January, with 
the fact all before him, just as I have stated it to-day, and he gives 
a very correct portraiture of the Nicholls judiciary, so highly lauded 
by the Senator from Delaware. 

The Senator from Delaware said that the few innocent remarks 


which I made yesterday sounded to him like the fire-bell in the night; 
they seemed destined to rekindle the fires of sectionalaggression. That 
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Senator and myself represent different schools in politics. We come 
from different sections. We have represented different ideas before 
the war and during the war and since the war, wholly and entirely 
different. While I have the greatest respect and the kindest regard 
for him personally, I do not propose to take his advice on this ques- 
tion. I do pro for myself, as long as I may be intrusted with 
a seat on this floor, that whoever else shall halt or w weak in 
maintaining it, so es pA I have the strength I will stand for south- 
ern Union men of both colors; and when I cease to do that before 
any presence, North or South, in official bodies or before public assem- 
blies, may my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth and my right 


hand forgetitscunning. [Manifestations of applause in the galleries. ] 
The VICE-PRESID rapped with his gavel 
Mr. ANTHONY. I give notice that if manifestations of applause 


in the galleries continue I shall move that the galleries be cleared, 
Mr. MORTON, Mr. President, I suppose that the question before 
the Senate is a question of law, but the law is about the only thing 
which I have not heard discussed. The Senator from Delaware made 
some reference to it, but in what he said I think he was entirely mis- 
taken. The first question arising in this case is whether the certifi- 
cate of William P. Kellogg is signed by the governor of Louisiana; 
and opon that subject I beg leave very briefly to refer to the record. 
The Senator from Delaware says that the votes for governor in 
Louisiana are to be counted only by the Legislature, and that the 
returning board of that State under the constitution and laws of the 
State have no power to count the votes for governor and lieutenant- 
governor. If the Senator from Delaware is totally mistaken in that 
point, the force of his argument is materially dsa e I will just 
call attention to the provision of the constitution of Louisiana upon 
that subject. It is article 48, which treats of the executive power of 
the 5 I will not read the whole article, but so much as is perti- 
nent: 
The qualified electors for representatives shall vote for and lientenant- 
vernor at the time and place of voting for representatives; the retarns of every 
ction shall be sealed up and tranamitted by the proper returning officer to the 
secretary of state, who shall deliver them to the speaker of the house of represent- 
atives on the second day of the session of the General Assembly then to be holden. 


The returns are to be sent by the proper returning officer to the sec- 
retary of state, who is to transmit them to the Legislature. Who is 
the Proper returning officer? That officer is not fixed by the consti- 
tution, but is fixed by the law; and now I refer to the law. I read 
from the second section of the act of 1872: 

That five persons, te be elected by the senate from all political parties, shall be 
the returning officers for all elections in the State, a majorit of whom shall con- 
stitute a quorum, and have C 

The section provides that this returning board of five members 
shall be the returning board for all elections in the State of Louisiana, 
Now I turn to section 44 of the same act : 

That it shall be the duty of the secretary of state to transmit to the clerk of the 
house of representatives and secretary of the senate of the last General Assembly, 
a list of the names of such 3 as, according to the returns, shall have been 
elected to either branch of the General Assembly ; and it shall be the daty of the 
said k and secretary to place the names of the representatives and senators 
elect so furnished upon the roll of the house and of the senate, respectively ; and 

na css mlb rp en kagabe ate pega Fane tom 
Bec s X 
other, shall be 8 to organize the house of pia bra N —— 

The namesof the persons who are returned by the returning board as 
elected to the Legislature are to be transmitted by the secretary of 
state to the clerk of the former house, and from this list and this list 
only the new Legislature is to be organized. 

r. BAYARD. Will the Senator from Indiana allow me to ask him 
just one question? 

Mr. MORTON. I prefer that the Senator would allow me to pass 
on. I desire to make my remarks as connectedly as possible, 

Mr. BAYARD. I only desire to state i 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Indiana declines to 


yield. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator will have ample time to correct me if 
Iam mistaken. 

The Legislature of Louisiana was organized from the list trans- 
mitted by the secretary of state in accordance with this act. Ido 
not know that there was a quorum present on the first day, but there 
was on the second day of the session, in both houses. e house of 
representatives in Louisiana consists of one hundred and twenty 
members. Sixty-one of that number constitute a quorum, The sen- 
ate consists of thirty-six members, and nineteen of that number con- 
stitute a quorum. On the second day of the session the Legislature 

roceeded to count the votes for governor and lieutenant-governor, 
in accordance with the law and the constitution. When the roll was 
called in joint session, the two houses having met as required to 
count the votes, there were present of the senators who had been re- 
turned by the returning board twenty-one, two overaquorum. There 
were present of the representatives sixty-eight, seven over a quo- 
rum. The two Houses thus assembled in joint convention counted 
the votes for governor and lieutenant-governor. Without reading 
all the details, I will give the result. The committee appointed by 
the two houses to make the canvass thus reported : 

Your joint committee having made a canvass of returns presented to them 
by the board of returning officers, pursuant to law, find the following result, which 
they desire to present to the honorable senate and house of representatives in 
joint session con : 


I refer to this part of the proceedings and to these laws to show 
the title of Governor Pac I now take up the record of the elec- 
tion of Senator of the United States. The two Houses convened in 
joint convention, in pursuance of the act of Congress, on the 10th day 
of January: 
ing officer announced that nominations were now in order for an eleo” 


The 

tion of a United States Senator for the term 5 beginning March 4, 1877. 
Representative D’Avy nominated Hon. William Pitt Kellogg. 

No other i being made, 


the respective rolls— 
Of the two houses— 
were called. 


Seventeen senators answered to their names, being two less than a 
quorum of that body. Sixty-six representatives answered to their 
names, being five more than a quorum of that body. The vote was 
then taken, and William Pitt Kellogg received a majority of all the 
votes. There were present of the members of the islature duly 
returned by the returning board, as I am advised, sixty-six represent- 
atives and seventeen senators. There were thus five over a ee 
of the whole number of senators and representatives, eighty-one woul 
beamajority of the whole of senatorsand representatives, and there was 
a majority of the whole number voting, for although there were two less 
than a quorum of the senate present there were so many more than 
a quorum of the house present as to make a majority of the whole 
number of the members of the Legislature. That is a compliance 
with the act of Congress to which I shall refer. The act of Congress 

roviding for the election of Senators passed in 1866 provides as fol- 
OWS: 5 
At twelve o clock meridian of the day following that on which proceedings are re- 
uired to take place, as aforesaid, the members of the two Honses shall convene in 
int assembly and the journalof each house shall then be read, and if the same per- 
son shall bave received a majority of all the votes ineach house, aeh pry 8 


declared duly elected Senato: 
ity of the votes in 


r to represent said State in the Con, 
States; but if the same person shall not have received a 
ach house, or if either house shall have failed to take proceedings as 


€ uired by 
this act, tho joint assembly shall then proceed to choose, by a viva voce bg of each 
member present, a person for the purpose aforesaid, and a having a majority 
of all the votes of the said joint assembly, a majority of all the members elected to 
both houses being present and voting, shall be declared duly elected. 

The election comes entirely and clearly within the specification of the 
act of 88 ie We all know how that act was called into existence; 
that it had been a very common thing before its passage, where the two 
houses of the Legislature were divided in politics, one party having 
a majority in one and the other in the other house, that a quorum 
would be broken in one house or the other, and thus defeat an elec- 
tion, or one house would refuse to go into the election at all; and 
thus senatorial elections were often defeated and postponed. To 
remedy that evil this act was passed, and it was provided that if the 
two houses failed to elect on the first day, from any cause, if they 
should refuse to go into an election, or if for any reason there was no 
election on the first day, the members of the two houses should meet 
in joint convention on the next day, and if when they so met there 
was a majority of all the members of the two houses present, though 
there might be less than a quorum of one house, yet there was a ma- 
jority of all present, it was sufficient for the election. 

Now, Mr. ident, I submit that the record as it is presented 
makes the chain of title good, first that Governor Packard was de- 
clared duly elected by the proper authority in Louisiana. Again, 
that William Pitt Kellogg has been duly elected Senator from that 
State in accordance with the act of Congress. I am not disposed, 
therefore, to push the argument on this subject any further, deeming 
it unnecessary, 

I want to say one word, and I shall seep the Senate a very few 
minutes, in regard to the general character of the remarks submitted 
by the Senator from Delaware. There is constant talk of fraud. It 
is 9 that the people of Louisiana had by a large majority voted 
for Nicholls and for Tilden, but that they were defrauded of their 
votes; and these charges are constantly made here and elsewhere. 
The time has come to meet that ch We intend to roll it back. 
The evidence is upon the record that hurls it back into the teeth of 
the men who make it. The facts are anon the record, and indisput- 
able, that the so-called majority for Tilden and for Nicholls in the 
State of Louisiana was false and fraudulent, and that it was obtained 
by murder and every species of violence and intimidation. In some 
parishes where there were hundreds and thousands of repnblican 
voters they were deterred from voting almost wholly, in others one- 
half were driven from the polls; and thus a State that is certainly 
republican by a large majority was brought upon the face of the 
returns to cast a vote in favor of Tilden and of Nicholls, 

In talking about fraud these great crimes are constantly ignored. 
Of the hun and thousands of men who have been slain in Lou- 
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isiana for political p in the last few years, no mention is made. 
Of the murders, the whippings, the tortures, and the inhuman treat- 
ment that so largely prevailed during the late canvass no mention is 
made. All that is ignored and the fruits of these crimes are treated 
as real honest property which they have a right to protect and enjoy. 

What was done down there, as we claim and as the evidence shows 
abundantly, is 9 the laws of Louisiana to deprive them 
of the fruits of mu and crime, to give expression to the honest 
vote and to the honest jority of the peop of Louisiana, Con- 
stant reference is made to the introduction of the Army asif that was 
a crime, while no reference is made to the causes which brought the 
Army into the State of Louisiana; no reference is made to the crimes, 
to the threats, to the danger, and the peril that caused the Army to be 
sent there; sent there for the highest and holiest purpose, the protec- 
tion of life, liberty,and human rights. The sending of the Army for 
these purposes is treated as a crime while the great crimes that took 
the Army there are ignored as if they had never existed! 

The returning board of Louisiana has been the subject of constant 
denunciation ; even the very existence of the board is treated as a 
crime. Mr. President, there is a returning board in every State in ` 
this Union of some character. Every State designates some officer or 
officers who are pepara by the law to count the votes. There must 
be. In my State there are several of them—all the State officers; in 
other States a single officer; in other States two officers; in some 
States, like Nebraska, the Legislature counts the votes. Put there 
must be some body, some tribunal, or authority in every State to 
count the votes. In most of the States these returning boards have 
only ministerial power; they have no discretionary or judicial power; 
they have no powo to take evidence and to throw out votes on ac- 
count of fraud or violence. In other States they have some judicial 
powers, and these powers are ter or less in the different States, 
according to the condition and demands of the State. In a State 
like Louisiana there is no protection for the people but in a tribunal 
that is clothed with power to take testimony, to throw out frandulent 
returns or returns obtained by murder and crime. Where the white- 
leaguers take possession of a parish all the pong prase have their 
own officers; they make the returns lawful upon their face. The 
papers are unobjectionable and the crime will succeed and the au- 
thors of it will enjoy the fruits, unless there be some tribunal where 
there can be evidence taken, the crime proved, and if established the 
fruit of the crime rejected and destroyed. It was this necessity that 
called into existence the returning board of the State of Lonisiana. 
No, sir; the board is not the crime, but the condition of the State 
and the political necessities of that State are the crimes which called 
that board into existence, 

Iam not here sc to discuss past records and declarations of 
Senators and others. I merely oceupy the time of the Senate brief 
in calling attention to the law. But if this discussion continues 
shall ask the indulgence of the Senate to go over the record of the 
last campaign in Louisiana, to show where the frand rests, where it 

„and what it accomplished, and I shall undertake to show that 
the campaign of 1876 was simply a repetition of the terrible crimes 
of 1866, of 1868, of 1872, and 1874. 

Enough, Mr. President, for the present. 


SENATOR FROM OREGON, 


Mr. Mr. President, before I came into the Senate 
this morning I am told Governor Grover, the Senator-elect from 
Oregon, was presented at the President’s desk to be sworn, and that 
objection was made by the Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] on the 
statement that he understood I had some papers which I wished to 
present. As I do not wish to delay that matter, it being a question 
of t privilege I desire to state that I hold in my hand petitions numer- 
ously signed by citizens of the State of Oregon which I have been 
requested to present as an objection to the oath of office being ad- 
ministered to Governor Grover, and I do now present them as such 
objections. 

desire to state in this connection that this duty has not been sought 
by me, and I may say it is one of the most unpleasant of my life. At 
the same time it is a duty imposed upon me by my constituents, and 
one from which I must not shrink. As to whether the matters alleged 
in these petitions, if admitted or proven to be true, amount to suffi- 
cient reason under the law and practiceof the Senate why the appli- 
cant should not be admitted on his prima facie case, presented by the 
credentials on the table, is of course a question entirely for the Sen- 
ate, to be determined on a proper resolution when Governor Grover 
shall in be presented to take the oath. I ask that the petitions 
be lie on the table, and printed, as an objection to the oath 
being adminstered to the applicant. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from n presents a pe- 
tition, which will be read by the Secretary if there be no objection. 

The Secretary read as follows: z 
To the Senate of the United States: 

‘Whereas it is currentl: and generally beli that L. F. Grover, by 

the corrupt use of money, and other unlawful and dishonorable means, pro- 
election to the Senate of the United States by the the State 

of Oregon at its last seasion ; 
d whereas the said L. F. Grover, in obedience to a corrupt scheme to defrand 
the State of of its electoral vote, as the governor thereof did unlaw- 
fully, dishonestly, corruptly, and by acts of usurpation, declare elected to the of, 
fice of presidential elector for the State of Oregon, on the 6th day of December- 


1877. 
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1876, and did issue a certificate of election to, one E. A. Cronin, who had been de- 
feated by the people for said office by more than ons thousand majority ; 

And whereas the said L. F. Grover did fraudulently undertake to sustain his said 
act by falsely 3 a n same, before the Senate Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections on or about the 6th day of January, 1877: 

Now, therefore, we the undersi, citizens of the State of Oregon earnestly but 

ly ask that the said L. F. Grover be denied a seat in the United States 


Senate as a Senator from the State of Oregon until the foregoing charges are thor- 
oughly investigated and disproved. 


M. L. WILMOT and others. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Oregon asks that this 
penoj lie on the table, and be regarded as an objection to swearing 
n Mr. Grover. 
Mr. WALLACE. I offer the following resolution as connected with 
the same subject-matter: ` 


Resolved, That the credentials of La Fayette Grover as a Senator from the State 
111 wines See OPH EIT LeeLee eee eh 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. This can only be considered now by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MORTON. There is another matter now 8 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Of equal privilege, the Chair under- 


stands. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the papers presented by the Senator 
from Oregon be printed. 

Mr. DA of West Virginia. That is subject to the same objec- 


tion.. If one is to be objected to, of course they are both on the same 


footing. 
Mr. SARGENT. Does not the Senator want to see it in print? 
SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] to the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Maine [Mr. BLAINE] in rela- 
tion to the Senator-elect from Louisiana. 

Mr. CONKLING. What is the amendment? 

i The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be read for in- 
‘ormation. 

The Curer CLERK. The resolution of the Senator from Maine is 

in the following words: 

That the oaths law be now b. 
peers ery to William Pitt , how credentials Sper neei rack Bo sue 
of Louisiana were presented on 20th day of January, 1877. 


The amendment of Mr. BAYARD is to strike out all after the word 
“resolved” and insert : 
That the credentials of William Pitt Kello; tree Se be a Senator from 


the State of Louisiana, do now lie upon the until appointment of a 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom they can be referred. 


Mr. BAYARD. I will modify the amendment by striking ont “can” 
„ “shall;” so as to read, to whom they shall be re- 
fe A 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Delaware modifies his 
amendment. The question is on the amendment. 

Mr. SARGENT called for the yeas and nays, and they were or- 
dered. 


Mr. RANSOM. On this question my colleague [Mr. MERRIMON] is 
paired with the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. SPENCER.] He would 
vote“ yea” if 1 

Mr. COCKRELL. On this question I am paired with the Senator 
from Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERON I who is now absent sick and not able 
to be here. Were he here I should vote “ 5 

Mr. SPENCER. I am paired with the ator from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. MERRIMON. ] 

The 5 8 being taken by yeas and nays resulted —yeas 35, nays 


29; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs, Bailey, Barnum, Ba: 5 Booth, Burnside, Chi 8 
Coke, Conkling, Davis of tilin erer West Virginia, Dennis, — 2 Garland. 
ion, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Johnston, Jones of Florida, Jones of Nevada, Ker - 
McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Maxey, Morrill, Randolph, Ransom, 
AYS—Messrs. Welles, Whyte, and Withers- Cameron of Pennsylvyani: 
Dorsey, Hamlin, Hoar, Howe, Ingalls, Kirkwood, Mo Mil. 
lesby, Paddock, Plumb, Rollins, Sargent, Saun- 
Sharon, Sherman, Teller, Wadleigh, and Windom—29. 
Beck, Cameron of Wisconsin, Cockrell, Edmunds, Ferry, 
and Spencer—7. ~\ 
So the amendment was to. 
The question recurs on the resolution as amended. 
Mr. BLAINE. I ask for the yeas and nays on that. 
The hot and nays were ordered. = 
Me OV: Let the resolution be reported as it now stands 
amended. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution, as amended, will be read 
for the information of the Senate. 
The Chief Clerk reads as follows: 
Resolved, That the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, claiming to be a Senator 
from the State of Louisiana, do now lie upon the table until the appointment of a 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom they shall be referred. 


Mr. MORRILL. I voted for this amendment under the belief that 
Mr. Kell was fairly entitled to his seat; but the committee ap- 
ponten to investigate that subject have not yet reported, or if they 

ave I have not seen their report. I regard this of sufficient impor- 
tance to be worthy of the investigation of a committee. A similar 


case will come up in relation to Oregon. I think that that is of suf- 
ficient importance to be considered by a committee. I therefore shall 
vote in favor of referring both of these cases to a committee. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. It is not worth while for me to state my reasons 
in detail for my vote. I coincide entirely with the Senator from 
Vermont, thinking that this case has enough doubts in it to be 
worthy the investigation of a committee. I do honestly believe that 
the argument of the Senator from Indiana this morning was a cor- 
rect argument, and that Mr. Kellogg was elected Senator from Lonisi- 
ana according to law ; but I do think, inasmuch as there is a contest- 
ant here, and in view of the surroundings, that it is due to this body 
and due to the country that this case should be referred to a commit- 
tee. For that reason ve my vote for the amendment. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I think there is no contestant from the State of 
Louisiana. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I beg pardon of the Senate for saying there was 
a contestant. I mean there was another body claiming the right to 
elect, which I conceive to have been entirely illegal; but in my judg- 
ment it is due to this body and due to the people of the country that 
the case should be referred to the proper committee, and if that com- 
mittee report in accordance with what I conceive to be the facts of 
the case, Mr. Kellogg will reoeive my vote for admission. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr, President, the Senator from Vermont 
in giving his own reasons for the vote which he has given has giyen 
mine. Iam not not sufficiently familiar with the facts of the Lou- - 
isiana case to vote intelligently upon it now; the reports have not 
been printed and put into our hands; and I shall be compelled to vote 
in the dark if I vote now on the main question. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and Mr, ALLISON answered 
to his name. 

Mr. HOWE. I want to say just this touching the vote I am about 
to give. I voted against the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware. I thought I knew as much about this question already as I 
wanted to know or was likely to learn from the labors of any future 
committee, But the Senate has agreed to that amendment, and we 
have now the resolution before us as amended, and I do not see what 
else I can do but to vote to dispose of the credentials for the present 
as the resolution now before us pro to dispose of them. To be 
practical I do not see but that I have got to vote for the resolution as 
amended, though it seemed to me that it was not sensible to amend 
it in that way. 8 

Mr. BLAINE. Iwithdraw the demand for the yeas and nays, if no 
one else insists on it. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think we had better have them, Mr. President. 

Mr. WALLACE and others. The roll-call has commenced. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I was about to say that this reso- 
lution appeared to me unnecessary. I think Mr. Kellogg is entitled 
to his seat by all the forms of law which entitle anybody to a seat 
here; but I want to add that if Mr. Kell is to go to a committee, 
everybody else ought to go, and I now vote to send every 
other contestant to a committee—— 

Mr. WHYTE. I rise to a point of order. The Senator from Iowa 
[Mr. ALLISON] had an to his name; the roll-call should pro- 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. If that be the fact, the Chair was not 
aware of it. 

Several SENATORS. It is the fact. 
Ben 1 The Secretary will proceed with the call 

the roll. É 

Mr.CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Of course Iwill bow to the rule; 
but I have something to say in addition to what was said by the 
Senator from Maine this morning in regard to the communication sent 
yz to South Carolina. I have something to say about that, and I 
will say it. 

Ves ICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will proceed with the roll- 


The roll- call was continued and concluded; and the result was an- 
nounced—yeas 43, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bailey, Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Bogy. Booth, Burn- 
side, Christiancy, Coke, Conkling, ver, Davis of Ilinois, Davis of West Vir- 
ginia, Dawes, Dorsey, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, 

‘oar, Johnston, Jones of Florida, Jones of Nomada Kontsa: Lamar, McCreery, 
SAEY. TEREE ß an V en ee 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Blaine, Bruce, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Chaffee, Ham- 
lin, Ingalls, Kirkwood, McMillan, Mitchell, Morton, Ogies 5 Plumb, 


Rollins, Saunders, Sharon, Sherman, Teller, Wadleigh, 
Fey cin rent of Wisconsin, Cockrell, Edmunds, Ferry, Howe, Merrimon, 


So the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE MESSAGE. 

Mr. WILLIAM K. RODGERS, Secretary of the President of the United 
States, appeared below the bar of the Senate and said: 

Mr. President, I am directed by the President of the United States 
to deliver to the Senate a message in writing. 

SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Mr. PATTERSON. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the credentials of David T. Corbin and M. C. Butler, each claim- 
ing a seat as Senator from the State of South Carolina, lie upon the table until the 
committees 5 and their credentials shall then be be referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
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Mr. MORTON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 
Mr. PATTERSON. I hope the Senator from Indiana will permit 


this resolution to pass. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The question before us is of the 
highest privilege and it is not in order to move to go into executive 
session at this time. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I hope the Senator from Indiana will be kind 
enough to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. MORTON. I withdraw the motion for the time beg to per- 
8 the Senator from South Carolina to have a vote on resolu- 

on. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Is my resolution before the Senate? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Itis. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution submitted by the Senator from South Carolina 

The resolution was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS, 


Mr. MORTON. I now renew the motion that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 
Mr. BAYARD. I ask the Senator from Indiana to permit me to 
offer a resolution for the swearing in of a member, 
Mr. MORTON. I cannot now. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Indiana. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Those in favor of the motion 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, that is debatable, 
and I have aright to be heard. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is not debatable under the 
rules of the Senate. 
Mr. EATON. I call for the 8 and nays on that motion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays are demanded on the 
motion of the Senator from Indiana. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. SPENCER. I suppose my pair will be binding on this as well 
as other questions. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 30, 
nays 31; as follows: 
EAS—Messrs. All Anthony, Blaine, B: Burnside, Chaffee, Christiancy, 
—5 z; 9 2 ‘Kirkwood, Me 


Conover, Davis of Illinois, Dawes, 5 Hoar, Howe, 
Mi , Morrill, Morton, y. Paddock, Plumb, Rollins, Sargent, 
Saunders, Sharon, Teller, h, and Wind ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Barn Beok, , Cockrell, Coke, Davis of 
West Vi Deunia, Raton, Garland. Gordon, Ha Hereford, a Johnston, 
Jones of Kernan, Lamar, M. , McDonald, McPherson, Maxey, Pai 
terson, Randolph, Ransom, Saulsbury, Thurman, W. yte, and Withers—3' 

ABSENT —Messrs. Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, 
Conkling, Edmunds, Ferry, Hamlin, Jones of Nevada, Merrimon, and Spencer—10. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


SENATOR FROM ALABAMA. 
Mr. BAYARD. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the credentials of John T. M Senator-elect from the State 
of Alabama, be taken from the table and that he be sworn. 


Mr. SPENCER. Upon that question I desire to speak. It is now 
half past two and I am not fee: well; I prefer to wait until morn- 
ing before I address the Senate. 

veral SENATORS, Go on. 

Mr. SPENCER. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Alabama moves that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was not to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the resolation offered 
by the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. SPENCER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator from Alabama will give way, I will 
renew the motion that the Senate proceed to the consideration of ex- 
ecutive business. 

Mr. SPENCER. I do not really wish to speak to-night. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. There is a question in my mind 
whether or not that is in order, for certainly no business has occurred 
since that motion was voted down. 

j The VICE-PRESIDENT. A motion to adjourn was made and re- 


ected. 
Mr. MORRILL, In order to make it in order I will move that the 
resolution pending be laid on the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Chair holds that that is not neces- 
sary. He holds that business has intervened and been disposed of. 

Mr. MORRILL. Then I renew the motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair entertains the motion. The 
Senator from Vermont moves that the Senate do now proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. After three responses had been made, 

Mr. EATON. If I might be allowed, I would sng, that perhaps 
the call for the yeas and nays had better be withdrawn and let us 
take the vote by sound. I hope my friends will withdraw the call. 
Several SENATORS. By unanimous consent. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. It can be done by unanimous consent. 
Is there objection? The Chair hears none. Senators, the question is 
on the motion that the Senate do now proceed to the consideration of 
executive business, ; 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After eighteen minutes spent in exec- 
utive session the doors were re-opened, and (at two o’clock and fifty 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
THURSDAY, March 8, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


COLUMBIA INSTITUTION FOR DEAF AND DUMB. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. EDMUNDS director on the 
part of the Senate of the Columbia Institution for the Instruction of 
the Deaf and Dumb under the provisions of section 2 of the act of 
July 27, 1868, making appropriations for the service of the Columbia 
Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb, and establish- 
ing additional regulations for the government of the institution, and 


for other purposes, 
SENATOR FROM ALABAMA, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. There comes over as the unfinished busi- 
ness of the session of yesterday the resolution submitted by the Sen- 
ator from Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp,] which the Secretary will report 
for the information of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows t 

Resolved, That the credentials of John T. Morgan, Senator-elect from the State 
of Alabama, be taken from the table, and that he be sworn. 

Mr. SPENCER. I move to amend the resolution by striking out 
the words “that he be sworn” and inserting “that they be referred 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Alabama proposes the 
amendment stated * in his place. 

Mr. SPENCER. . President, I have objected to the admission 
into this body of the gentleman claiming to have been elected Sena- 
tor from the State of Alabama becanse I believe his election was 
secured by means directly violative of the Constitution of the United 
States—means that render his election void and of no force, and 
which this body should not and will not sanction. 

By fraud, intimidation, and violence (words which have become 
familiar to the members of the Senate in connection with events in 
the Southern States since the close of the rebellion) the democratic 
p in the election of November, 1874, obtained control of the ex- 
ecutive, eis and ative branches of the government of Ala- 
bama. ving obtained control, they forced upon the people of the 
State a convention to amend the constitution, the representation to 
which was so apportioned by the law that the republican counties of 
the State, containing more than half of the population, were not al- 
lowed one-third of the representation, and the election to determine 
whether a convention should be held was so conducted by the party 
in power as to make it impossible that the electors should give ex- 

ression to their will at the ballot-box. This convention removed 
from the constitution of the State those provisions which were de- 
“pee to secure the free exercise of the elective franchise by the 
colored republican electors, and under this new constitution the élec- 
tion laws were so altered as to practically deprive one-half of the 
electors of the State of all voice in the selection of the persons to 
administer the State government, and in nearly all cases of partici- 
pation in the selection of local and minor officers. 

Under this election law was conducted the election of August, 1876 
at which the governor and other State officers and the members o: 
the General Assembly were elected. This election was so openly and 

laringly fraudulent, and partook so little of a procedure designed to 
etermine the will of all the legal electors of the State, that it can 
only be designated as a mockery and a farce. 
he Legislature which selected Mr. Morgan as a Senator of the United 
States were to no greater extent the representatives of the people 
than if they had been appointed by perks Gand pover, In nine-tenths 
of the counties of the State the actual p ure to determine who 
should represent the county in the Legislature can be properly de- 
scribed as nothing more than selections by the several county organ- 
izations of the democratic party, which were in effect the actual de- 
termination of whom those representatives should be, to which the 
subsequent forms of an election were an absurd and meaningless ap- 


n 
Par, President, on reviewing the history of Alabama, since the close 
of the rebellion, one fact stands forth prominent above all others in 
its influence upon public affairs in that State. It is this: That the 
ne garg n made free against the will of his former owner, 
and having endowed with the rights of American citizenship 
without the concurrence and despite the most strenuous objection of 
2 body of whites in the South, the opposition to his exercise 
of ese rights has continued to be and is y as powerful and per- 


1877. 
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sistent as was the objection to their being conferred upon him. Is 
this difficult to believe? Aside from the teachings of actual experi- 
ence, would remarkable foresight have been required to have foretold 
that at least a generation must pass away before inborn and inbred 

rejudice against the negro, as a free man and a free citizen, would 
be abated or removed ? perfect indeed was the knowledge of the 
institution of human slavery, and its evil outgrowths, with those who 
thought otherwise. The truth is that since what are termed the 
“reconstruction acts” of Congress were enforced, to elevate the 
negro to the plane of American citizenship, the sole papos of the 
great massof the whites, the e e PaT in the South, has been 
to render these reconstruction acts a nullity. They were opposed in 
their inception, their adoption was opposed, and, as a necessary, natu- 
ral consequence, they have been bitterly opposed in their operation. 

From the time when, by the provisions of the acts of Congress, the 
several States then lately in rebellion were restored to their full fel- 
lowship as States in the Union but one motive has held together, 
within the democratic party, the greater part of the white pone 0 
the South, and that motive has been to render nugatory those pro- 
visions securing to the freedmen the cE eee of American freemen, 
which were made by Congress the condition for the admission of 
those States into the Union, and the recent amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, designed for the same end. 

On every page of the history of Alabama this purpose is clearly 
written, and only with this 8 is cree of murder, violence, 
een ty ostracism, and fraud at the ot-box perfectly con- 
sisten 


Thousands of pages of closely printed evidence, taken by a joint 
committee of the two Houses of Congress in 1871, recount the untold 
outrages committed by bands of disguised men throughout the South- 
ern States. Murders innumerable; churches and school-houses de- 
stroyed; school-teachers tortured, beaten, and uted ; the doors 
of houses of worship closed against the republican and his wife 
and children; social ostracism, ruin, and distress in any avocation in 
which a republican might engage; deprivations of employment and 
all the thousand and one methods to terrify the mind and fetter the 
will and subdue to abject submission the free and independent spirit 
of an American citizen, which are set forth in the pages of this in- 
vestigation, evince this one 3 purpose. 

This purpose was not abandoned when the outraged moral sense of 
the country 8 the whole power of the Government, in all its 
branches, to be exerted to crush out the Ku Klux Klans. But differ- 
ent methods were adopted for its accomplishment. What these 
methods were, and what was the result of their operation, it is incum- 
bent upon me to show. 

The general State election of November, 1872, at which the Legislature 
and State officers were selected, occurred so soon after the suppression 
of the Ku Klux, and the sense that the power of the Government would 
be exerted to suppress lawlessness and violence was so fresh in the 
minds of those whose purpose IE WAS big sah! doth arn of the freed- 
men, that the election was on the whole fairly conducted and its re- 
sult a truthful expression of the will of the people. At that election 
the republicans carried the State by a majority which every intelli- 

nt estimate or calculation will show that they have now, as they 

then, over their democratic opponents. It is of the general State 
election of November, 1874, and the conduct of the campaign preced- 
ing, it to which I first ask attention. 

President, the narrative of the manner in which the election of 
November, 1874, was carried by the democrats of Alabama will reach 
the ears of Senators as a twice-told tale. I had hoped, when it was 
first recounted to the American people, if would meet, at least from 
that portion of them who believe in the cardinal principles of the 
republican party, with the determination that active, vigorous meas- 
ures should be adopted and pursued, both in the executive and 1 755 
lative branches of our Government, for the protection of the rights 
of American citizens within the boundaries of the Republic. But 
this was not to be, and the story of the freedman’s woes fell upon 
cold, listless, and unbelieving ears. 

This was the general feeling, and it entered the Halls of Congress. 
Those of the republicans who believed that the laws of the land 
should not be violated with impunity to subserve the purpose of a 
political party, and that an American citizen, however poor, igno- 
rant, or helpless, was yet entitled to the protection of the Govern- 
ment to which he owed allegiance, were unable to secure adequate 
le tion. Had the measures which were submitted to meet the 
evils made apparent by the several elections in the Southern States 
in the year 1874 been adopted by Congress, I have not the slightest 
doubt that the elections in the Southern States in the recent presi- 
dential contest would have been reasonably fair and free from frand, 
and that in the States of Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, South Car- 
olina, and Florida, where there are undoubted republican majorities, 
those majorities would have given certain and indisputable expression 
to their will at the ballot-box. But the freedman and his few brave 
and determined white associates in the republican party in the South- 
ern States were told that they must care for themselves; that the 
country was tired of enforcing the laws of the country, and that the 
American ple were wearied of protecting American citizens in 
Sonthern States. 

Even in the presidential campaign the southern republicans were 
told by the leaders of the republican party that southern republican 


votes were not needed; that the campaign 
the principle of the solid North against the solid South, and that 
they must take care of themselves; thus making the issue sectional 
and giving solid foundation to the declarations of the southern dem- 
ocrats that the republicans in their midst were enemies to their own 
people; thus adding to the heavy burden which the republicans of 


was to be conducted upon 


the South have so cheerfully and bravely borne. As far as I haye 
been able to learn, not the slightest assistance, or nip ys or en- 
cou: ment was given to the republicans in any of the Southern 
States by the national committee. Yet were able to save enough 
by their unaided exertions, with their limited resources against the 

ost unlimited resources of their pension. opponents, to preserve to 
the country the beneficent rule of the republican 

We ardently hope and earnestly believe that the close presidential 
contest having forced the country, as it were, to a close scrutiny of 
affairs in the Southern States, the result will be a conviction that the 
dictates of anmi and statesmanship demand that the rights, privi- 
leges, and immunities of every citizen must be protected and secured, 
and that no sacrifice on the of the American people is too great 
when the reward is to be that our country shall deserve the proud 
title by which it has been designated, as the only true Republic that 
ever existed. It is because I believe this that Iam enco to 
call the attention of the Senate and the country to the manner in 
which recent elections have been conducted in Alabama. 

The task of presenting for the consideration of the Senate an au- 
thentic and reliable account of the methods by which the democratic 
paniy of Alabama obtained control of the State in 1874 is tl 
essened by the fact that the subject has been thoroughly investi- 
gano by a committee of the House of Representatives of which Hon. 

ohn Coburn, of Indiana, was chairman. This committee visited 
different parts of the State in the months of December and January, 
1874 and 1875, only a few days after the election, and examined hun- 
dreds of witnesses from all parts of the State, representing both par- 
ties and every phase of opinion and prejudice that then prevailed in 
Alabama. The report of the majority of the committee so truly and 
clearly depicts the true condition in Alabama that I beg to invite the 
attention of the Senate to extracts therefrom. After preliminary re- 
marks the report states: 


Before enterin; 9 the condition of affairs in the State of Alabama, or 
reviewing their investigations, the committee prefer to give the status of society 
and political parties p to the late election. 

There were two parties in the recent election in the State struggling for suprem- 
acy. First, the democratic party, composed, with but very few exceptions, of white 
men; secondly, the 3 party, composed largely of col men, with the 
addition of a respectable number of white men. The great body of what is usually 
termed ‘‘ society is found in the democratic party, as well as the men of business 


rty. 

The E. party entered the contest with a determination to ‘ the 
election at all hazards, and, as the testimony plainly shows, resorted to almost 
every species of 1 and ostracism that would conduce to that 
result. Both white and black men in it were proscribed for the alleged reason that 
Ser veri inferior, incapable, and untrustworthy by nature and in essence, 

e natural consequences of such a contest were soon develo: One side as- 


sumed tho attitude of superior wisdom and power, and undertook to in- 


timidate and overawe the other. Intolerance of political ion became apparent, 
and was soon followed by intolerance of action. When cam opened, re- 
publicans in many places could not hold conventions, They fi to meet for con- 


sultation or to hear addresses. Candidates announced their intention not to can- 
vass their districts or counties and determined not to take the risk of personal 
to be incurred in the presence of men who threatened to overpower their 
political opponents, to whom they applied the most insulting epithets, 
Republicans were denounced as common enemies of the “ white race," whose sup- 
on was necessary to the preservation of that race, Long before the assem- 
ling of a convention of either party in the State, the democratic newspapers were 
filled with appeals to the white propio of the State to stand as a unit against the ad- 
vance of the republican party. ese appeals were founded upon pretended as- 
sumptions of republican aggression, as d by democratic politicians in order 
to inflame the white men and arouse the deadliest of human passions. The demo- 
478) teemed with accounts of 
te the whites, and of negro 
zed for the same unlawful purpose. Careful and 
inted inquiry upon this Sanyon AAT e every assumption of charac- 
or fact 


in order to 


for by seeming good authority, these 
fect, and the committee is surprised teaching did not bring 


about more disastrous consequences. And the committee believe that but for the 


timely interference of the Administration in Louisiana affairs, revolu meas- 
ures would have been precipitated upon the people of Alabama. 
The "raco issue” was thus forced n the people of the State, an issue in which 


the 3 of the white people were furiously aroused against the blacks and 
all those who saw fit to affiliate politically with them. The method by which this 
uncalled-for and disastrous movement was inau; ted and continued can readily 
be seen by a perusal of a few extracts which have been taken from some of the 
leading democratic papers of the State, and which are introduced. The first ex- 
tract is from the Opelika Times, of June 29, 1874, and is one of the resolutions 
adopted by the democratio convention of Lee County: 

1 That all persons, whether white or black, who are the least in sympa- 
thy with the so-called civil-rights bill, or who shall in any wiso lend aid to those who 
indorse or countenance said bill, shall be regarded by the white men of Lee as the 
political and social enemies of the white race, 

“J. R. DOWDELL. 


“J. R. HODGE. 
„P. C. ARMSTRONG, 
"L. KIMBALL. 


“I. N. BEDELL. 
“J, S. STROUD, Secretary of Convention.” 


Omitting some of the extracts which the committee have set out, 
I shall a portion of an article appearing in the Register, a demo- 
cratic paper published at Mobile, bama, and which candidly, 
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honestly, and truly presents the democratic opinion upon the ques- 
tion of negro suffrage : 


The grave question to be settled at much cost is, what is to be done with the negro 
as a voter? ner or later, with more or less dispatch, he will be disfranchised and 
thrust out of politics. 

White men of all parties, and of every grade of religious or moral conviction, may 
as well come quickly to the consideration of how to get the negro out of 3 —.— 
with the least confusion and cost. He must go, and there is no profit in ing 
long u the order of his going. You say itis a grave question ; so it is, and one 
O recat gor ont CE the poiitionl prolaees, By legscation on too MET of the Rectan 

must go ou 6 po) ro on e 
respectively, or ge the wall in a long, bloody, and fieree contest for his decima- 
® pro t 


dene the odaran which WiN laad to a posal eee he baa ithe 
un course whic: a 
— ce fields, minus the ballot. 


This article appears to have been copied by the Mobile Register 
from another paper. Yet, as I shall show hereafter, it clearly indi- 
cated the policy of the democratic party. 

By democratic legislation in my State the negro is to-day almost 
entirely thrust out and excluded from politics on account of his race 
and color, in direct violation of the provisions of the fifteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. He is relegated to 
the cotton and rice fields minus the ballot. I will further show that 
by democratic legislation he is deprived of other rights, the most im- 
portant of which is the right to a fair and impartial trial in civil or 
criminal proceedings in the courts of justice. 

But I recur to the report of the committee. They say: 


er was soon 


ages 17, 547, 556, 564,) and the perpetrators of these prose- 
cuted by the authorities of the State up to this time. The first instance of murder 
scoured in Sumter County, and was that of Mr, Walter P. Billings, a northern 


man, who was shot down in the public road, as he was on his way to his home from 


a coxa at which he had addressed a republican meeting. He committed no 
offense the laws of the Si the connty, or soci ; Wasa le, law- 
abiding citizen, following the p ts of business; and onl 80 as 


could er. The next in- 


running 
republican. In op daylight, the train was “flagged” and halted, and 


3 ee RA prior to the beginning of th 

ese ns o 0 n o cam proper, 
and Saare e N . strikin 5 of the 
republicans, who resi n 6 num near > 

were both killed doubtless for their political opinions. 5 85 


After citing extracts from the evidence, the committee proceed 
follows: 
Instances 


realize the fact that he ie giving up 
altogether so; he feels that the cold shoulder will 

These notorious facts establish the position that the cam of the demo- 
cratic party in Alabama was made against the colored man as such, and his white 
ally. All other issues were buried out of sight. The canvass on the part of the 
democrats thus inaugurated in bitterness and strife, ended in a victory, won by 


fraud, violence, ption, intimidation, and murder. The programme of the 
party assembled in convention at Montgomery, in July, 1874, indicates this, and is 
quoted as follows from their resolutions : 

1. 0 N 8 —— faction er Dosa a this Stato 
persistently, by false fraudulent representations, have in e passions 
aaia of pe Sn Oa D TAO Eara ai nay 

6 itn for the w people to and aci ense 
for the preservation of white civilization. = i 


* 

“3. That the so-called civil-rights bill, recently passed the Federal Senate and 
now pending in the House, Sn Greens eed eee OL Se saan t con- 
servative Pinciples of peana y and free government, and is a palpable 
violation of the Federal Constitution, and presents an issne of vital moment to the 

can le, and calls u them to decide at the ballot-box whether they will 

or will not be coerced to the absoluto social as Wa ee e big’ the 

wi with abhorrence the attempt on the part of the 
Federal Government to take control of schools, iresi. conrei, Botis, 


steamboats, 1 ee and grave · yards, for the purpose 
and enforcin er amare penalties of fines, 


ves as law-abid. 


* * * * * * 
The colored men had been threatened with loss of employment, and were gloom: 
and despondent. They saw the 8 of the “race issue; that it could add 
nothing to the prosperity of the people or the State; that it was fraught with dis- 
aster; and they resolved to avert the mischief, if possible. To this end, they stu- 
diously avoided giving offense to the “white man’s party; they carefully ab- 
stained from doing an g Seating, oyendo = shane degree, to increase the bad 
feeling they had not engendered, and determin: i 


upon a conciliatory course. 
Therefore, when the ublican party, on the 20th day of August, assembled in 
State convention, after democratic declaration of hostilities, they adopted the 


following platform of principles. 

The committee then set out the platform of the republican party 
adopted by their State convention, of which they say: 

Thus expressly declining a race issue and committing themselves to oon e 
that must receive the support of every patriot, they attempted to restore good feel- 
ing and inaugurate a campaign that would be honorably conducted. Some ocenr- 
rences which soon after ired illustrate the spirit of the democratic party. 

Then follow quotations from the testimony of numerous witnesses, 
showing that the democratic leaders, in their public speeches, openly 


declared that they intended to my the election if they had to fight 
rs t 


for it, and informed their heare at they need not be deterred by 
the presence of Federal soldiers; that they had met those men before 
and were not afraid to meet them again; that at their meetings trans- 
parencies were paraded on which were inscribed “ free election or a 
free fight,” „White man’s government,“ and similar mottoes ; that the 
disch of colored men from employment because they refused to 
desert their principles was gen throughout the State; that the 
organization of white leagues and white men’s clubs was equally as 
general; that political mectings of colored men were broken up by 
armed democrats; that numbers of armed democrats went 
about threatening the negroes; that they burned their churches be- 
cause republican meetings were held in them; and that it was the 
constant practice for colored republican leaders in many of the coun- 
ties in the State, in fear of their lives, to leave their homes at night 
and seek refuge from armed assassins in secluded places in the forest. 
In short, by the baleful influence of the race issue, which in this cam- 

aign, by means of the recent passage of the supplemental civil-rights 

ill, was made more predominant and absorbing than ever before, a 
reign of terror was e throughout the State. Republicans in 
those counties in which they were in the greatest number were hold- 
ing no political meetings, making no political speeches, and only 
with ba breath, if at all, 43 in private to proclaim their re- 
publican principles. 

To still further increase the terror, these cunning payon upon the 
baser passions of the people caused information to be sent through- 
out the State that in parts of the State remote from the places where 
the information was received “ negro risings” had taken place; state- 
ments which this committee show were baseless, unfounded, and ab- 
surd. Bands of armed cavalry were sy re sa by the democratic 
leaders to traverse certain counties of the State in pretended search of 
these negro risings, and they held complete control of the country 
which they occupied. The weak voice of the law was drowned by 
the echo of their horses’ hoofs, 

The freedmen retired before the advance of these armed maraud- 
ers and deserting their humble homes, fled in terror to the swamps. 
They were in abject fear of their lives. A condition of affairs was 
being Sg ona created identical with that which prevailed in the 
State of Mississippi in the campaign preceding the election of 1875 
in that State. 

Had the republicans of Alabama at that time been left entirely to 
their own resources, the 98,000 votes which they polled at that elec- 
tion would have been reduced to any amount which the chairman of 
the democratic State committee might have desired. He would have 
been absolute dictator in Alabama, as he was in Mississippi a few 
months later. But two circumstances to a great extent staid the 
democrats in their career of blood, and protected and encon: 
the republicans, These were, first, that the President sent Federal 
troops into the State; and, secondly, that the Alabama democrats 
were informed by their northern associates that the horrible murders 
and ontrages which had been committed in Alabama were injurin 
the democratic party at the North. Thus, fear and policy combin 
to cause them to change their plans. Throughout the campaign 
every form of persecution, short of absolute violence, continued to 
be used by them; but they were careful that no assassinations or mur- 
ders should occur until at or near the day of election, too late to be 
telegraphed over the country to influence the northern elections ad- 
versely to the democratic pany: 

To show how completely within the control and under the direc- 
tion of the democratic leaders were their followers throughout the 
State, there is one remarkable occurrence which should not be lost 
sight of. No sooner was it learned that the President would in- 
terfere for the protection of Alabama republicans, than the scene 
changed as if by magic. At once and in a single day the democratic 
newspapers of the State, which had been filled with accounts of negro 
risings, ceased from that time to contain a single reference to the sub- 
ject, and the armed organizations which had been traversing cer- 
tain counties in the State quartered their horses and rested on their 


arms. 

With regard to the sending of Federal soldiers into the State and 
its consequences, I prefer to present the views of this committee. 
They say: 


The committee are of opinion that the 88 of United States troops was ab 
solutely necessary for the protection of life and for the maintenance of a free and 
republican form of government. The question perm Aes asked, why did not the State 
authorities aun these disturbances, protect its citizens, and enforce the law? The 
answer is in. The State did not have the 2 power to do it. Law officers 
in divers instances were reluctant to arrest ſaw.breakers; courts of justice were 

werless to make arrests; and the governor had no militia to aid officers 

n any locality, 3 the kta ee who were in sympathy with those committing 
the di ions. Under all the circumstances the only regret is that there were 
not more United States soldiers in the State for the purpose of aiding in the en- 
for . N th oe hen th into Alabama, the bli rty 
to me when the came into ublican re- 
Bahn dormant, liberty of Bases e throttled, and the 3 the Sate were 
unable to take active measures in the cam 2. When the troops arrived the ro- 
licans determined to in the canvass. They did so, meeting a storm of oblo- 
mal danger. theirs by endeavoring 
can county convention at Clayton; pr enueg ont of town a 
republican e at Tuskegee ; by pelting with rotten ose State judge at 
Greenville; by bullying a republican speaker lawyer at Greensborough; by 
burning the churches of colored people in Wacoochee Valley; by armed raidings 
of whites against their colored neighbors ; by public denunciation and personat 
abuse of * carpet-baggers and“ scalawags;" by threatening and bribing colored 
men, as well as by the occasional assassination of a republican leader. 
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On the day of election the democrats proceeded to carry the State 


at all asin the campaign they had so frequently declared 
that they would. Thousands upon thousands of fraudulent votes 
were polled by them by repeaters imported into the counties border- 
ing upon Georgia in the eastern, Missi issippi in the western, and 
Tennessee in the northern part of the State. i 

In various parts of the State republicans were driven from the polls; 
their managers of election were prevented from acting ; ballot-boxes 
were ee Ore n and destroyed; in Mobile the streets of the 
city were occupi y bands of armed democrats, mounted and on 
foot, by whom two colored republicans were murdered and several 
wounded in the course of the day, and the other republicans driven 
to their homes, 1 democrats in undis e Sess of the 
polls, At Eufaula, in bour County, took a2 a massacre of col- 
ored republicans who were waiting an oppo 2 to vote, and from 
eighty to one hundred were killed and wounded. But it is needless to 
tire the Senate with the recital of these details. The story has been told 
and told again. Its coun can be read in the Mississi issippi, the 
Louisiana, the South Carolina, and other congressional investigations 
in the Southern States. 

Let me direct attention to the conclusions of this committee as to 
the result of their investigations. They say: 


We further find that extensive frauds were 
that State by the democrats; that large num 


at tho recent election in 
of republican tickets were de- 


stroyed ; that large numbers were rejected, ha ; at 
pan polls were not ed, and that voters were thus deprived of their rights; 
they in num were driven by fear and violence from the polls with- 


tained 
whic 
domocrats or 


that 
by reason of the pre 
tion disturbed, they are convinced thatthe Staterepub- 
lican ticket, a majority of the republican candidates for General Assembly, and 
a of the lican candidates for would have been 


They to say that the whole election was an imposition upon - 
lar rights, and that the result attained was but the accomp) ent of the t 
of the democratio leaders, when the campaign opened, to “carry the election at all 


Mr. President, I would pause in my narrative for one moment in 
order to ask that appreciation for the labors performed, the sacrifices 
made, the persecutions cheerfully borne by the republicans of Ala- 
bama in the political contest of 1874. I would ask attention to the 
fact that the humblest freedman of Alabama, in adhering to what he 
believed to be right, exercised more of heroism, sacrificed more for de- 
votion to principle, than most of the citizens of those States where 
freedom of opinion prevails are called upon to display or to suffer inany, 
or all, exigenciesof theirlives. The colored man is ignorant and poor; 
he has little of this world’s wisdom, or of worldly But he loves 
his new-found freedom, and has a cag trusting faith in the polit- 
ical py which bestowed upon him the precious boon—a faith not 
less firmly fixed nor less abiding in his heart than the faith of the 
Christian in the mercy of his Saviour. He bas suffered, and will 
suffer with patient fortitude all the wrongs that hispolitical enemies 
may impose upon him. But so strong is his love for freedom, so just 
is his appreciation of the benefits which must accrue, if not to him to 
his children and his children’s children, should the principles of the 
republican revail in shaping the institutions of our country, 
that he will not abate in his devotion to those principles until they 
shall cease to be disputed or denied. 

The heroism displayed by the white republicans of Alabama in ad- 
=e to the republican party should excite the admiration of the 
world. Scattered in numbers throughout the State, in many 
counties but three or four or five in number, they have been marked 
for persecution, for abuse, for ostracism, and they have not faltered; 
because they knew that they were right, they have been strengthened 
by suffering. They did not falter when their wives were forbidden to 
cross the temples of God’s worship where for years they had sought 
the consolation of religion; they did not falter when no frien 
neighbor, man, woman, or child, day after day, month after month, 
or year after year, crossed the threshold of their dwellings ; when no 
friendly hand lifted their door-latch and the doors of all men were 
closed against them. I would to God I could give expression to the 
feelings that now move mein the contemplation of this subject. The 
white republicans of Alabama have for years and years been tried in 
the fire of bitter poean bow and they have been purified as by 
fire. The history of the world can show no finer examples of true 
manhood, of nobility of soul, of true and unselfish devotion to prin- 
ciple than have been displayed by these men in their unfaltering de- 
votion to the principles and adherence to the organization of the re- 
publican party. The few unworthy, selfish members, who in earlier 
years were their political associates, have long since abandoned a 
cause which offered noreward but the glory of uses for the right; 
and to-day, in the honesty and purity of their lives, and in every qual- 
ity that makes trne manhood, they can safely challenge comparison 
with any community in the United States. As Ihave said, they meet 
all forms of persecution for opinion sake with constancy, fortitude, 
and courage. But until the latter days they had been sustained an 
upheld by the belief thatin their struggles they had at least the sym- 
pathy and hearty good. will of their more fortunate political associates 
in the Northern States, 


y | voters was placed exclusively within the control o 


It was indeed a sad and bitter day for them when those who had 
been their friends, weary of hearing of deeds of lawlessness and vio- 
lence and bloodshed, sought refuge in denying a belief in their exist- 
ence—when 77 joined with their enemies and assisted in heaping 
upon them slander and abuse. It was a bitter day for the white re- 
publicans of the South when they apparently lost the moral support 
and sympathy of the republicans in the Northern States. 

By the election of 1874 the democratic obtained control of the 
entire Pate ee Then their first act toward depriving the 
negro of suffrage, and consequently of his only means of protection 
from the designs of those inimical to his progress or his elevation, was 
to force upon the people a constitutional convention and compel the 
apparent adoption by them as the o ic law of the State of the in- 
strument which the convention had framed. By so framing the law 
providing for the apportionment of representatives in the convention 
as to give the republican counties, which contained much more than 
one-half of the population, less than one-third of the representation to 
the convention, and providing for a new registration of the voters and 
placing the machinery of this registration entirely in the hands of 
their own party, to the complete exclusion of the other, this object 
was achieved. 

That part of the work of this convention to which it is necessary 
to refer will be hereafter described in discussin g the provisions of an 
election law established for the purpose of making elections, in so far 
as they are considered, a correct expression of the will of the people 


utterly impossible. 
In the election of August, 1876, the Legislature which elected Mr. 
Morgan to a seat in this body was chosen. Ic that the election 


law under which this election was conducted worked to the dis- 
franchisement of the republicans of Alabama, and that it was de- 
signed and intended so to operate. That, familiar with the peculiar 
characteristics of the two distinct and separate ples composing 
the inhabitants of the State, the Legislature so the laws as 
to place the election entirely within the control of one class to the 
exclusion of the other. This problem was presented to our law- 
makers, How shall we frame a law for the registration of voters and 
the conduct of elections which shall not be upon its face palpably 
unfair and unjust and yet shall operate to exclude the colored voter 
from the ballot?” The problem was not difficultof solution ; the race 
whom it was designed to exclude were illiterate, timid, unpracticed 
in the use of arms, and liable to be afflicted with the severest penal- 
ties for the slightest violation of the law. The members of the demo- 
cratic party, on the other hand, were learned by comparison, courage- 
ous, and taught by * of experience that they would receive only 
praise and commendation for the violation of any law with the object 
of affecting the result of an election. 

Let us now inquire into the 13 of these laws. First, I call 
attention to the fact that the democrats were careful to provide that 
the election for State and Federal officers should be held at different 
times, the former in August, the latter in November. Why was this? 
Was it not well known that elections entail loss and inconvenience 
to the people and expense to the State? There is but one answer to 
this question. The laws of Congress provide, though imperfectly, for 
the appointment of su rs and deputy ma at the several 
polling-places at elections in which members of Congress are to be 
voted for. This was an opportunity for interference which might 
materially impair the working of the democratic machinery. 

They pro that as far as lay in their power their party alone 
should receive the ballots and count the votes, and therefore they se 
arated the election of State from the election of Federal officers, an 
proceeding upon the doctrines of State rights so persistently main- 
tained by them up to the time when they were represented in argu- 
ment before the presidential electoral commission, they sought by 
separating the election for State and Federal officers to remove the 
former beyond the sphere of Federal jurisdiction and prevent any leg- 
islation by Congress which would secure the colored people of the 
South the power to participate in local self-government. 

The entire machinery for a severe and exacting registration of 
the democratic 
party. To the secretary of state was confided the power of appoint- 
ing the registrar for each county, and the registrar thus appointed 
was required to appoint one assistant registrar for each 3 pre- 
cinct. The voter could register only in the precinct of his residence, 
and could be registered only by the assistant registrar. 

In not one instance, for not one election precinct in the State, and 
not for any county in the State, was a ration officer appointed 
from other than the democratic party. a great many counties, 
where the republican vote was large, the chairman of the democratic 
county organization was made the chief registrar of the county. The 
law does not provide that the registering officers shall be at a desig- 
nated place at any day or during any special hours of any day for the 
registration of voters, and there is no penalty prescribed for their will- 

failure to perform their duties. 

For fifteen days 1 at the last session of the Legislature to 
twenty days) before such election, registration is prohibited. The 
board of county commissioners for each county have the power to 
designate the election precincts and to change their number and 
boundaries. In most of the counties haying republican majorities 
the Legislature has superseded the board of county commissioners 


elect: by the people with a different body appointed by the gov- 
composed of members of the democratic party; whenever 


ermor an 
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the incts are changed by the county commissioners, a new regis- 
tration is rendered necessary. Thus it will be seen how this essential 

re-requisite to voting is p entirely within the control of the 
Lets irr party and is purposely surrounded with obstructions and 


em ents wherever and whenever it is designed to limit the 
colored vote within the requirements of that pariy, 

Considering these provisions of law in connection with the spirit 
of opposition to negro suffrage prevailing in the democratic party, it 
will not be a surprise to learn what the evidence taken by the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections shows so conclusively, that thou- 
sands upon thousands of eolored voters were deprived of the right of 
suffi at this election by the 9 of the registration laws. 

By the new law every elector is required not only to register but 
to vote in the election precinct of his residence. its face this 
pore of law may appear to be entirely fair and just. It doubt- 

ess exists in many of the States of the Union where the right to vote 
in accordance with the dictates of his judgment and his conscience 
is conceded to every citizen, and where the moral sentiment of the com- 
munity, as well as the written law, makes the violation of the purity of 
the ballot-box an odious crime, But in Alabama ĩt is an act which made 
easy the perfection of the plan by which it is in the power of the 
democratic leaders to fix with certainty what the result of an election 
shall be, what their bey weg shall be, what the return of the vote 
from each precinct shall be, before a ballot is cast. If the rights of the 
negro were admitted and recognized by the democrats of Alabama, if 
his ballot were received as if should be and counted as it was re- 
ceived, if the purity of the ballot-box were respected, there would be 
no objection to the provision requiring each elector to vote in the 
precinct of his residence, 

But how does it operate and how was it designed to operate in 
Alabama? The 5 poorgs ie when in power were careful to provide 
that the yoter could cast his ballot at any polling-place in the county 
of his residence, and an examination of the election returns will show 
the remarkable fact that during this period, in every county of the 
black belt, where the great republican majorities exist, the great bulk 
of the republican vote for each county was cast at the county seat, and 
in some instances at perhaps one other place in the county. The other 
polling-places, ten, fifteen, or twenty in number, were left entirely to 
the democratic voters, although guarded, as far as practicable, by re- 
publicanelection officers. Thefreedman would journey ten, fifteen, or 
twenty miles to cast his ballot. This was the greatest, the proudest 
duty of his life. He seldom failed in its performance, He felt that 
though poverty and toil and persecution be his portion he still has 
reason to hope in the brightness of the future for his race as * 
he was permitted to exercise his right to express his will in the affai 
of government by casting his ballot. 

hy was it that the republicans found it necessary to concentrate 
their votes atone or two voting-placesin the county and why wasit that 
the democrats legislated to prevent this? An answer to this ques- 
tion will involve a consideration of a larger part of the abuses which 
have resulted in the practical disfranchisement of the colored voter 
in Alabama. Nine-tenths of the white republicans in my State are 
to be found in the poorest white counties; that is, in those counties 
where, the land not being comparatively rich or fertile, slave labor 
had not been employed. They consist mainly of those who remained 
true to the Union in days of secession and who were afflicted with 
terrible sufferings during the rebellion as a price of their devotion. 

In what are known as the black counties, where the rich soil made 
slave labor 5 is to be fonnd the greatest part of the repub- 
lican strength in the State. Thus it is that where the colored voters 
are most numerous are to be found the fewest white oh prea ec 
There were sufficient in each of the black counties to gu the bal- 
lot-box in one or two of the precincts and encourage and protect the 
freedmen in voting thereat, But now that the elector is compelled 
to vote in his precinct it is impossible for the republicans to 
the ballot-boxes. It is true that in almost every precinct of the State 
a sufficient number of colored men who can read and write are to be 
found to act as election officers; but the investigation before the Sen- 
ate committee has shown that, where a colored man has been ap- 

inted at any of the precincts as election manager, he has either 

driven away by the threats of democratic man: or else has 
been so abused, threatened, and intimidated by them that he has been 
compelled to sit quietly by and see republican changed to democratic 
ballots by the skilled fingers of unscrupulons election managers with- 
out daring toenter a protest. I speak now only of those cases wherein 
republican inspectors or of election had been appointed. 
They are not many ; for the truth is that in most of the counties of 
the State where the republican strength lies the ballot-boxes were 
exclusively and entirely under the control of the democrats. 

The republicans cast their ballots believing that when they did so 
they would not be counted, and throughout the black belt the boast 
of the democrats was, “ You can out-vote us, but we can out-count 
you, and the count succeeds the vote.” The law requires that the in- 
spectors of election for each bin, 5 lace shall be appointed by the 
county supervisors; that they sh: three in number, and shall 
consist of members of both political parties. The supervisors are the 
sheriff, the judge of probate and the clerk of the circuit court of each 
county. These officers are elected by the people, and it might be asked 
how it occurs that in republican counties, where the republican su- 
pervisors were elected, proper inspectors were not appointed. The 
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answer is that 2 republicans were elected to these offices in 
November, 1874, they have been legislated or persecuted out of office. 

I cannot now enter into the details of the means by which they 
were deprived of their offices, bnt the statement is fully sustained by 
the evidence adduced before the committee. The evidence is con- 
clusive that in all of the colored counties thus situated the democratic 


3 until they found that rara 
him as inspector, and charged him 
24 ters to state that the democrats 
amended the law so as to provide that one should act as an inspector 


guard the 


Having so arranged the machinery as to put the ballot-boxes when 
desirable exclusively in the control of their party, the democrats 
made a fair election more impossible by the ee of asu uent 
special act of the following purport: Under the old election law a 
penalty was prescribed for the failure of one who was appointed to 
act as an tor. This act was amended by abolishing the pen- 
alty, so that tors might with impunity fail to perform their 
duties. Thus it happened that in a large number of precincts in the 
election of August, where the republicans were in the majority, and 
where democrats had been appointed i rs, the polls were not 
opened. The freedmen with the ballots in their hands for 
hours and hours awaiting the opportuni to cast their votes, but it 
was not afforded them. True, the law provides that where the in- 
spectors fail to act any three qualified electors may conduct the elec- 
tion, but the white democrats would not and the colored republicans 
dared not open the polls. It was the intention of the democrats that 
the colored votes should not be polled at those precincts, and refus- 
ing themselves to open the polls they refused to it the colored 
republicans to do so. They could use any unlawful means to prevent 
the opening of the polls, because they no reason to fear that they 
would be made to suffer a penalty for a violation of the law. While 
acting in behalf of their party they were superior to all the courts 
and statutes of the State. er might earn praise, they might earn 
promotion. They had absolutely nothing to fear. The colored man, 
recognizing the different condition in which he was placed, failed to 


act. 

It might be supposed that if at a Federal election the managers of 
theelection manipulated the ballots tosuit the purposes of their party, 
they would have reason to fear the penalties prescribed by the laws 
of the United States. Butnotso. The State law carefully prescribed 
that the best evidence of the crime shall remain in the possession of 
the criminal. The law adopted by a republican administration pro- 
vided that upon the close of the polls and after the ballots had been 
counted they should be delivered to the judge of probate of the 
county, and be by him retained subject to inspection. The demo- 
cratic amendment prescribes that the ballots shall be retained by 
one of the inspectors for pig days and then destroyed. Thus the 
man who commits the fraud mitted to hold within his exclu- 
sive control the only evidence which could secure his conviction. 

The republican has every reason to believe when be casts his bal- 
lot that it will not be counted. By actual experience he knows this 
to be true, and that it was true in allof the precincts throughout 
the black belt where necessary for the purposes of the democracy 
that it should be so, in the election of August, 1876, the evi- 
dence adduced before the Committee on Privil and Elections con- 
clusively proves. When he casts his ballot it is destroyed, altered, 
or miscounted. The procedure through which he is required to go in 
order that his ballot may reach the hands of the election officers, 
whose duty it is to place it in the ballot-box, is tortuous and embar- 
rassing, and when n for democratic purposes may be made to 
present a complete obstruction to his exercise of the right of 

No man can vote unless his name n upon the registration- 
list or unless he presents with his ballot a certificate that he has 
registered on election day. In several counties republicans in 
numbers were di chised by the failure of the democratic election 
officers to find their names upon the registration-lists, and if, upon the 
voter discovering that the inspector would not find his name, he de- 
manded of the proper officer to be again registered, he was informed 
that he had gone through that procedure once and could not do so 
sgain: Thus he was sent back and forth between the registration and 
the election officers until, disheartened and discouraged, he abandoned 
the attempt to cast his ballot. Should his name appearupon the regis- 
tration-list his vote would be challen, for pur of delay, in 
most cases with insult and abuse; and when challenged he would 
be required to take an oath specifying that he possessed every quali- 
fication of an elector. When he had taken the oath he could then be 
required to produce some n known to some one of the inspect- 
ors who could in his turn be required to make oath that the appli- 
cant for the privi of voting was the person whom he represented 
himself to be and that he possessed the qualifications n to 
entitle him to yote. The previous registration was of no benefit or 
advantage, because all that the elector was nired to prove before 
he could be registered he could in presenting his ballot be required 
to prove again. In addition to this, if no inspector found it conven- 
ient to know the person who appeared to swear to the identity and 
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ualifications of tho elector the latter was not permitted to vote. 

‘hus at each stage of the proceedings could the democratic inspector 
embarrass, obstruct, and hinder the elector in the exercise of the suf- 
frage, and at last, when the latter had safely passed every other stage, 
could deprive him of the power to vote by refusing to know the per- 
son whom he presented as his sponsor, j 

It will be observed that every possible obstruction is thrown in the 
way of the voter, while there is hardly a provision to prevent fraud 
in the counting of the votes, Provisions designed and intended to 
invite and encourage fraud abound throughout the law. By the fail- 
ure of the registration officers to register republican voters, by the 
failure of democratic inspectors to open the polls, by the refusal of 
inspectors to find the names of the voters upon the registration-lists 
where they actually appear, by the failure of the registrar to have 
these names propèr y recorded for the use of the election officers, by 
the refusal of democratic inspectors to know republican votersor the 
porsina who did know them, by the appointment of democratic 

nspectors exclusively to manage the elections, and by the fraudulent 

manipulation of ballots and stuffing of ballot-boxes, the votes of 
about forty-five thousand republicans in the election of August, 1876, 
were either uncounted or were counted for the democratic party. 

Of the 42,000 ority which the democrats claim to have received 
in the election of August, 1876, at least 15,000 were republican votes 
which were fraudulently counted by election officers for the demo- 
cratic candidates. At least 10,000 were lost by the prosecution of 
the democratic conspiracy to keep the polls closed in large republi- 
can precincts. By the organized systematic refusal of election offi- 
cers in certain counties to have the elector identified by satisfactory 
evidence and by the failure of the democratic registrars to register 
5 electors, not less than 10,000 republican votes were lost. 

this estimate of our loss I have included nothing which did not 
arise from the defects in the election and registration laws, designed 
and intended to exist by the democratic Legislature which adopted 
=. I have not pa 122 loss to p arisin, o the 
peculiar operation o Ww, which, compelling the republican elect- 
or to rote ts the precinct of his residence, DA him pene under 
the eye of his democratic employer. 

I have not included the number who were deterred from voting by 
threats of discharge from employment, nor the number to whom the 
choice was given to leave their growing crops and wander with their 
wives and children, houseless and homeless, or vote the democratic 
ticket. In this way many were debarred from voting the republican 
ticket, but I am glad to say that but few, very few, could be induced 
to cast a democratic ballot. Ihave not asked that there should be 
deducted from the democratic vote the thousands of ballots cast by 
persons who entered our Siate from Georgia, Mississippi, and Ten- 
nessee to aid their democratic brethren. 

I have not ineluded the votes that we lost in the most quiet counties 
of the State, those in which the most perfect and sublime peace and 
quiet prevail; those to which the democratic party point with pride 
as the result of their beneficent rule. I refer to counties like that of 
Barbour, where, as we were informed by a distinguished member of 
the democratic party in his testimony before the committee, the col- 
ored people did not vote because they had become convinced that they 
were not sufficiently learned to cast a ballot. 

In the county of Barbour the republicans received in the election of 
August 171 votes. res Arg entitled to at least 3,500. All is peace 
in that county. Since the massacre of colored people at the election 
of November, 1874, to which I have referred, there has been no vio- 
lence in that county. There will be no more until the time when the 
republicans of Barbour County shall have gathered sufficient co 
to attempt to cast their ballots. Every leading republican of 
county has been either murdered or driven away. 

OF the thirty witnesses, formerly residing in that county, who be- 
fore the United States grand jury identified some of those engaged 
in the massacres and murders, not one remains to-day. Oneof them, 
however, failed to escape. Heap before the grand j of the 
State court and identified two of the guilty persons who participated 
iu the murder of republicans at the election of November, 1874. For 
his hardihood he was indicted for perjury, and is now in the State 
penitentiary upon the evidence of the identical persons whom he 
identified, and . whom indictments for the offenses are now 
pending in the United States circuit court at Montgomery. The 
other persons who essayed to give evidence before the grand jury 
were advised by the State’s attorney for the county not to appear be- 
fore that body or they would be visited with the same fate. 

Mr. President, under a resolution of the Senate a subcommittee of the 
Committee on Privilegesand Elections lately investigated the Alabama 
elections of f. and November, 1876, and on the last day of the 
last session e its report. Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, was chair- 
man of that subcommittee, Due examination of the evidence taken 
Before the committee will be found to substantiate what I have said. 
It is not complete, because the number of witnesses was limited by a 
limited appropriation for their payment, and also by other arduons 
gnia which were imposed upon the Committee on Privileges and 

ections. ; 

Contrasting the methods pursued by the democrats of Alabama for 
the election of 1874 and those of 1876 the cqmmittee say: 


Being clothed with the power to make, alter, or amend the laws of the State, all 
resort to any form of physical violence on the part of the democrats in 


fully awaiting hour after hour the rtunity to cast their 
+ forti 3 3 


order to control the ballot- boxes became . A different presented 
itself which was the more acceptable because it was ‘he more eee. and 


the more secret in its 8 

Fraud, under color of the forms of law, was substituted for and the laws 
of the State regulating and controlling the registration of voters and the conduct 
of elections were so framed as to offer every encouragement to those to whom was 
committed the fraudulent chan, ng of votes after tbey had been deposited or the 
making of false or fraudulent clection returns, or the failure to open the polls and 
conduct the elections in large republican precincts, or the seng of the methods 
of obstruction and embarrassment with which the law has provided them to ex- 
elude from the ballot-box the ballots of qualified electors. The committee find 
that throughout the State, as faras their investigations extended, without exception, 
in one or the other of the forms which the law tted, the republicans were 
either deprived of the opportunity to cast ballots or these ballots were 
changed or destroyed whenever and wherever it was deemed necessary to serve the 
purposes of the democratic party. To designate the elections of August and No- 
vember, 1876, in Alabama as elchtions by the people, in so far as the purpose of an 
election is to or will of the people, would be an abuse of the 


With reference to the character and result of the frauds committed 
the committee say: 


The evidence discloses numerous cases of the most wie are frands committed by 
democratic officers of election in large republican precincts. That these fran 
Were committed, that the election at these precincts were mockeries, that when 
the colored republican cast a republican ballotit would be counted as a democratic 
ballot, that the elections were such but in 3 and in all else were an oni 
upon the rights of the ple, and a miserable farce, was known by the repu 
lieans who voted, by the democrats who received their votes, and by the community 
at large. Lou can out-vote us, but we will out. count you,” was repeated upon 
the streets and upon the roads, and openly and publiely declares and generally un- 


derstood, 

Republicans in a ct in which they had three hundred, four hundred, five 
hundred, or six hun majority would go in full force to the polls and cast their 
ballots, yet when the polls were closed a democratic majority would be returned 
as the result of the election at that voting-place. The evidence upon this tis 
overwhelming. Witnesses stood at various polling-places throughout el n day. 
They placed republican ballots in the hands of republican voters; they saw those 
ballots presented to the election officer by the voter to be placed in the ballot-box. 
They counted the ballots as they were cast. They found that the republican ma- 
ferity should have been as before indicated and as it was when elections were fairly 

eld under republican administration. The colored people quiet, patient, cheer- 

ballots, bearing with 
tude the insults and abuse of theii 
and as the reward for their pa- 
osed that their ballots had not 


The evidence further ows that in all those republican counties where b- 
lican rvisors who were elected b; Soe pevala nan bion gsc STA 
before described and democrats appelated cir places, the of law that 
the inspectors of election appointed by these supe: d be appointed from 
both political was systematically violated. In whole counties there would 
not be arepublican er of election at a single polling-place in the county, In 
some counties the iyena pelia would pretend to pompy with the law by appoint- 
ing un occasional colored man as an ofticer of election, butit was 3 that 
when this was done the colored man would either be a republican who could not 
read nor write, or was one who was without character, w. t the confidence of 


the people, and venal in every respect. 3 


* * * 
e wiraga eee; ralean e e 
They have 98,000 votes and have allowed the Tepa 


the tale at 2 
officers to open the polls; by the failure of registration officers to ‘orm their 
daties, and by the obstructions which the forms of law permitted in the way of the 
voter to the polls, many thousand more votes were lost to the republican party. 
While we cannot state positively from the evidence taken before the committee 
the number of votes lost to the republican party in the election of August, 1876, 
yet we do not hesitate to declare our opinion to be that if every qualified elector in 
tho State who desired to cast his ballot were permitted to do so and if the votes 
were honestly counted the republicans would be found to have a majority in the 
State. We do state most e that the election returns of the election of 
ve 

i and pted to vote 

at those elections, nor the will of the majority of the entire State or of parts of the 


I particularly call the attention of the Senate to the following short 
extract from the report of the committee, as it has an important bear- 
ing upon the question of Mr. Morgan’s admission to a seat in this body: 


The committee believe that with a fair election and with an apportionment of 
representation in the Legislature in accordance with the po on of the several 
counties the republicans would have carried the State secured a majority in 
both branches of the Legislature. $ 


The conclusions of the committee are couched in clear, positive, and 
unmistakable language, and are in the following words: 


As the result of our examinstion into the subjects of He rap eee e 
of the Senate under which we are acting, we would 3 

First. That the right of alates porna of the male inhabitants of the State of 
Alabama, being twenty-one years 
for the election of President and Vice- dent of the United States and for Re; 
resentatives in at the elections held in Alabama on November the uh, 
1876, and for the executive and judicial officers of that State and for members o 

islature held on August 3, 1876, has been denied and abridged. 

Second, As to the extent to which such denial or abridgment has been oree 
we would say that men of color and of the African race and qualifi 
electors under the laws of the State and the United States were so denied and 
abridged in the exercise of the elective franchise as to leave them little or no voice 
in the selection of any of the officers of the State or of the United States made by 
law elective by the people. 

Third. That this denial and abridgment have been accomplished by means of 
laws g the registration of voters and the conduct of elections, which in 
their operation permit the vote of the colored man to be obstructed in its 
to the t-box, rejected and fraudulently miseounted, and further by the entire 
absence of inclination and the inability of the executive and judicial officers of the 
State 8 to secure the enforcement of those laws which provide punish» 
ment for crimes or misdemeanors in those cases where the crimes or misdemeanors 
are committed for political purposes and in the interest of the democratic party. 
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Fourth. Such denial and abridgment have been sears he democratic party, 
whose members, acting as individuals or in the exercise of r power and anthor- 
ity as legislative or executive officers, have used every means to prevent that to 
which they as a party are opposed, namely : the exe by the man of the 


right of N 
itth. This denial and abridgment have been carried on from the sole a t 
motive of prejudice against the colored man on account of his race and color, and 
for the purpose of preventing the exercise or enjoyment by the colored man of the 
nn of American citizenship, to which the members of t party, by reason of 
s prejudice, are opposed. 

Sixth. That this denial and abridgment have been exercised by no authority, but 
by the enactment of laws for the conduct of elections and the on of v 
from which are excluded all provisions palpably necessary to secure to the col 
man the exercise of the right to vote, and in which are included provisions to 
facilitate the prevention of its exercise. z 

Mr. President, I know that my objection to the admission of this 
applicant to a seat in the Senate involves much more, in its consider- 
ation and in its consequences, than the mere question of title to the 
high office of a Senator of the United States, though that, indeed, is 
a subject of sufficient moment. It involves, clearly and plainly, the 
question whether millions of ple, having by the law of the land 
been released from slavery and granted the rights and privileges of 
American freemen and American citizenship, shall, by the successful 
operation of a great combination and conspiracy to make those laws 
dead-letters upon the statute-books, be deprived of the exercise and 
enjoyment of those rights and privileges. Will the people of this 
country, will the Senate, to whom I now present this issue, consent 
that the plain provisions of the Constitution of the United States 
shall be disregarded and violated, and that a usurpation, the success- 
ful handiwork of these conspirators, shall be upheld, sustained, and 
recognized by the act of admitting to a seat in this body one who can 
claim no clearer title to admission than is founded upon the subver- 
sion of the will of the people 7 

Mr. President, millions of American eitizens in the Southern States 
await with intense anxiety the action of the Senate. Deprived of 


their only instrument of protection against the persistent and relent- | 8* 


less assaults of their enemies, they stand to-day utterly defenseless. 

They can be sued, but they cannot sue; they can be punished, but 
they cannot be protected in the court of justice. Their democratic 
oppressors are superior to all law, and in a contest with them the 
colored man finds that for him—except for his persecution—there is 
no law. He is deprived of all voice in the selection of the law-makers 
and the making of the laws. For him representation or local self- 
government has no existence. Even the opportunity for the im- 

rovement and elevation of his children has been taken from him by 

is oppressors, as far as it lay in their power to take it. Free schools 
no longer exist in Alabama, All this has been done despite the 
great truth that when the colored men of Alabama were intrusted 
with the suffrage they did not abuse the trust. 

I declare to the Senate, and I ask that the history of events in Ala- 
bama may be reviewed to sustain my declaration, that the colored 
man has exercised the right of suffrage with moderation, with wis- 
dom, and with intelligence; and that in the laws made and in the 
record for efficiency and honesty of all the officers, legislative, judi- 
cial, and executive, for which the colored ape were by their votes 
responsible, they can safely and proudly challenge comparison with 
their political opponents. Since its existence the rule of the repub- 
lican party in Alabama has been conservative, economical, and benefi- 
cent; and yet all the wrongs of which the colored and white repub- 
licans have complained in other southern States, where their com- 
plaints have been silenced by the charges of incompetency or dishon- 
esty, they have had to complain in 8 

No. Mr. President, let us not fear to recognize the truth. Let us 
meet the issue as it is plainly presented. Four millions of the people 
of this country a) to you to protect them in their rights, to save 
them from a condition worse than that from which 8 page 
in American history recites that they were released. orse, because 
in slavery the colored man could look to one man—his owner—for 
protection, because it was to the interest of his owner to protect him. 

In the interest of human freedom and of human rights, I ask that 
the t republican party shall not abandon this contest; abandon 
it when it is almost won. A few years more of determined persist- 
ence, a few years more of ac for the right, will witness the un- 
disputed 5 es the universal dominance of the principles which 
have given soul and life and 9 to the cause of republicanism 
and made its glorious history po le. 

Let the Senate, by its refusal to receive the applicant for admission 
to this body upon the credentials presented, proclaim to the people 
of the South that the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to 
Constitution of the United States are firmly fixed as a part of the 
organic law of our land, never to be obliterated, and that the laws 
passed in pursuance thereof are active, living laws which must be 
respected and enforced. Letit be known that the people of this nation 
will not abandon the contest for human rights, but will continue the 
struggle to final triumph, and the right will soon prevail. Already 
the leaders of this great conspiracy against the freedom of the people 
find their followers beginning to understand that the great princi- 
ples of free government cannot be violated in their application to 
the colored man and still ppu to subserve the freedom, the well- 
being, and the happiness of the white man ; but that when the white 
man consents that the laws shall be violated to the gratification of 


his prejudice of race and caste, he consents that they cease to be 
feared or respected by men, and be di 


for every purpose. 


He compares the laws and the administration of public affairs which 


existed when the colored man was permitted to enjoy the rights of an 
American citizen with the laws and the administration of to-day, and 
he begins clearly to see that his opposition to the colored man was based 
upon bare prejudice and not upon abuses of which there was cause to 
complain ; while to-day, those who knew how skillfully to play upon 
their prejudices and take advantage of them have thus been lifted 
to maces of power which they abuse, of honor of which they are not 
worthy. 

Let the Senate of the United States, by its rejection of this appli- 
can pre to the republicans of Alabama, to the other good citizens 
of a, re ess of party and desirous that the laws should be 

ted and enforced, the assurance that they will and shall be, 
and the color line, the conflict of race, will rapidly disappear to be 
replaced by political issues which will tend only to the improvement 
and happiness of the people. 

Before the conclusion of Mr. SPENCER’s speech, 

Mr. PADDOCK. If it be entirely agreeable to the Senator from 
Alabama, I ask him to give way that I may move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I hope not. 

Mr. PADDOCK. If the Senator from Alabama will give way I will 
make that motion. f 

Mr. SPENCER. If there be no objection from any quarter I will 
yield for that purpose, 

Mr. SARGENT. I think the motion had better not be insisted upon 
now. 


Mr. PATTERSON and others. O, no; withdraw it. 

oti PADDOCK. Very well, if there is objection I withdraw the 
motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is withdrawn. 

Mr. PEBR CER continued to speak, and concluded his speech as 
ven above. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I shall not vote for the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Alabama to refer these credentials. I 
believe that Mr. Morgan is entitled to be sworn in upon his creden- 
tials. I think he has at least a facie case. I think his case as 
a prima facie case is equal to that of Pinchback or Kellogg, and not a 
whit better in law than either of those. 

But, Mr. President, I cannot permit this occasion to pass without 
calling attention very briefly to the facts attending the late election 
in Alabama. This morning there has been placed on our tables for 
the first time the report made by the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. 
CAMERON] from the Committee on Privil and Elections. Ihave 
not yet had time to read this report through ; but we know, from the 
character of that distinguished Senator and those who acted with 
him on that committee, that this report is conscientious, and as they 
believe collected from the evidence that was taken. This report 
shows that the election in Alabama in August, 1876, was fraudulent; 
that so far from reflecting the sentiments of the people of Alabama 
it suppressed them; and that if the election had n fair and law- 
ful there would have been a republican majority in each of the houses 
of the Legislature, the republican State ticket would have been 
elected—a result entirely nt from that which appeared from the 
face of the papers. This report shows in detail how the law of Ala- 
bama was systematically violated, and how many thousands of re- 
publicans were prevented from voting, and the votes of very many 
thousands counted on the other side fraudulently. 

Ishall not take the time of the Senate to go through the details, 
but shall content myself by calling attention to two or three as fair 
samples of what took place in that election. In the State of Ala- 
bama they have had a law similar to that which prevails in every 
other State of the Union, making it a penal offense for the officers of 
an election to refuse to open the polls and conduct the election, so 
that it may not be in the power of the officers of an election to com- 
mit a fraud by refusing to open the polls; but at the session of the 
8 preceding this August election the penalty fixed for ro- 

ng to open the s by the officers of the election was repealed, 
leaving to those o the nes to refuse to open the polls without 
any punishment whatever. Of course that repeal could have but one 
purpose, and now we shall see from this report how it operated: 

In the election of August, 1876, the practico of not opening the polls was so ex- 
tensive in the “ black bolt.“ > s — 


large ublican jorities, for had 
man: nbs of . only from their own party, that the conclusion is . 
that this to disfranchise tho 


tice was a of a plan pre-arranged re 
and that the democratic Legistature were a to the plan is still further apparent 
by ac in the old law, which could hardly have desi; for any other 
purpose. Under the republican election law it was made a emeanor for one 
nted as an officer of election to willfully fail to the duties of the office. 
democrats repealed this provision, removing all penalty for the failure to act 


of one appointed. 
THE RESULT OF A SPECIAL ACT. 


It is significant that this amendment was made, not in the general election law: 


butina act, su nently adopted for the which contain 
no . — ad are of the opinion that the re ublicans lost 
at least 10,000 votes by the failure to open the in the election of August, 1876, 


I call the attention of the country to this brig, fg item, that by re- 
fusing to open the polls in 5 precincts the State of Ala- 
bama the republicans lost 10,000 votes : 

This loss rrod in the counties of Greene, Hale, Perry, Dallas, 
3 Bullock, Macon, and 1 all of them eee largely repub- 
lican, in each of which from one to three polls, usually giving large repub- 
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Passing over a few other items: 

In Bullock County a republican m of 1,850 in the year 1872, and of the 
same number (including a ballot-box oe he 5 out) in 1874, was converted 
into a democratic ty of 2.300 in the election of August, 1876. 


This wholesale conversion does not take place by the ordinary 
means. Men sometimes change their opinions and pass in small 
numbers in one locality from one party to another; but these very 
great changes indicate that the means were not natural. 


1 1872 Was 2.800. 
876, was more than 800. 
in 1872 was 700. In 1874 it was 1,700; 
6, was 900. 

ty in 1872 was over 1,000. In 1874 it 


— T OSINA iage majority of than threeth 
cans votes, a of more ree 
3 20 z which the 


. have been driven from the county, or if in small numbers 
erein they do so by the sufferanes of their democratic 


out p they have seen no evidence that any power which can 
vent or h the es of democrats when committed for political 
In P. „5a republican majority of twenty-four hundred in 1854, in Au. 
gust, 1876, was reduced to a majority of seven hund 


938 in 1872, of 4,764 in 1874, when the 
uced to 3,071 in the election of August, 
1876, showing that fraud was more efficacious than violence. 

In Choctaw County, where the republicans polled 644 votes in 1872 and 986 in 
—— not a single republican vote was polled (or counted) in the election of August, 


I 3 refer to various other items and instrumentalities by 
which the fraud was committed, but I content myself with referring 
to the summary made by the committee: 

The democrats pretend to have secured a m of 42,000 at this election. 
They have 98,000 votes and have allowed the republicans 56,000. We do not think 
that less than 15,000 of the 98,000, and perhaps 20,000 of that vero votes 
cast for the republican party. 


In this single item the committee charge from the evidence that 
from fifteen to twenty thousand votes that were actually cast for the 
republican ticket were fraudulently counted for the democratic ticket. 


By the failure of democratic election officers to the polls, the failure of reg- 
istration officers orm 8 which the forms of 


that if every qi elector in the State who desired to cast his ballot were per- 
mitted to do so, and if the votes were honestly counted, the republicans would be 
found to have a majority in the State. 


Now, Mr. President, if the authority were given to this report that 
was given to the report of a majority of the same committee in regard 
to Louisiana in 1873, Mr. Morgan would be excluded. Thestatements 
in that report were made the justification and the basis for rejecting 
the credentials of a Senator in every respect. Here a report 
much stronger and of a different character reports that the election 
in Alabama was a fraud and that but for these monstrous frauds the 
republicans would have carried the State. While I call attention to 
these frauds in the State of Alabama, yet I want to say that I shall 
not stultify my own record and my own opinion of the law by voting 
to refer the credentials of Mr, Morgan to a committee. I believe that 
he is entitled to take his seat and that if any investigations are to be 
made they should be made afterward. I thought the same in regard 
to Mr. Piuchback. Our democratic friends thought different in 
that case. I thought the same in regard to Mr. Kellogg’s case. His 
title is as clear upon the law, upon the face of it, as that of Mr. Mor- 
Fanz Our democratic friends all thought differently. Nevertheless 

shall vote according to my convictions of the law. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Alabamba, [Mr. 1 

Mr. BLAINE. Before the question is put I merely want to make a 
remark not really touching this case but as a matter of justice to 
either the Senator from Delaware or to myself or to both of us, I quote 
from the debate of yesterday as reported in the RECORD : 


Mr. BLAINE. The Senator from Delaware was a member of the and 
I believe that the non-partisan of that commission was sup to be the 
© Senator from 


Supreme Court section of it; and yet I believe it fell to the lot of 
elaware never orice to bave voted with the majority of the judges on that com- 
mi 


Mr. BAYARD. O, yes. The Senator has not followed the facts of that case at all. 
Mr BLANE. So far as test questions camei do not know what the little courtesies 
inside may have been—all test qnestions known to the public, I think the Senator 


is uniformly on record against the of the jud; 
ae. Bayan. The Senator has ORT Gr deed te AnA Rie rg To KAON 
much abou 


I have since read the record and I find that the Senator from Del- 


aware, in five votes on the Florida case, voted uniformly inst a 


1 | majority of the supreme judges, except on the question of taking 


evidence in regard to F. C. 7 f I find that on the thirteen 
votes involving the condition of Lonisiana, the Senator uniformly 
voted against the majority of the judges, except, I believe, on two 
votes fixing the adjournment at a certain hour. I think he did vote 
to prefer ten o’clock to some other hour with the majority of the 
judges. On the Oregon case the Senator is recorded nine times. He 
voted with the majority of the judges against Cronin being elected ; 
but he did vote that Cronin was elected just enough to keep the 
other candidate from betig elected. On the South Carolina question 
i think the Senator voted four times with the minority of the judges 
and, I think, unanimously with the commission, that the democratic 
electors were not chosen, but, also, with a minority of the judges that 


the republican electors were not chosen. So that my statement seems 


to have been very strongly substantiated by the record. I aware 
aim pcb! eee I can be, in stating facts, especially touch- 
ing the record of any Senator. 

ere was another point of difference between the Senator from 
Delaware and myself in regard to the position of the Senator from 
ee eee (Mr. EpMunps.] I maintained that the Senator from Ver- 
mont taken ground that the returning board of Louisiana was a 


f | constitutional and legal body, and I understood the Senator from Del- 


aware to deny that, and to assert that he had simply voted that he 
would not hear any evidence in re; toit. That was not what I 
asserted. What I asserted was that the Senator from Vermont was 
on record for the legality and the constitutionality of the returning 
board of Louisiana, and that it could not be within the scope of i- 
bility that he would hold it wasa legal and constitutional body in the 
electoral commission and deny it in the Senate. Now, I read that the 
Senator from Vermont si, the following report. I will read one 
paragraph, bearing on the point at issue, in which Mr. EDMUNDS 
concurred, as follows: 

The commission is also of i TTT 
cers of election who can the votes at the election for electors in Louisiana 
were a legally constituted body by virtue of a constitutional law. 

That is all I have maintained, and precisely what I have maintained. 
I stated yesterday the exception that the Senatorfrom Delaware made 
in regard to the vote touchi ge Oregon electors; although there 
was no one of the Senators who voted I think on that side of the 
House to admit the vote of Oregon, I do not remember that an 
democratic Senator objected to the vote of Cronin on the floor wi 
the single exception of the late Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Key, ] 
and Mr. Key stated in debate that which I will read: ; 

I have said that I do not agree with the determination of Cronin's case by the 

vernor of Oregon. Far more reprehensible do I esteem the action of the return- 

boards of Louisiana, South Carolina, and Florida. It will not do to let these or 
ei of these defeat the will of the majority of forty millions of people by mistake, 
erroneous proceedings, or fraud. 

And Mr. Key adds that he supported Tilden and Hendricks be- 
cause he thought them every way worthy of the high offices to which 
they aspired, and that his opinion has not changed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate 2 to the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. SPENCER?] 

The amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs on the original res- 
olution of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. BaYARD.] 

The resolution was to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator-elect from Alal if he 
is in the Chamber, will now step forward and take the oath of office. 

Mr. MorGan advanced to the desk, Keene by Mr. GorpDon,) and 
the oaths prescribed by law having u administered to him, he 
took his seat in the Senate. 

SENATOR FROM OREGON. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. WALLACE. I ask the Senator to give way that I may move 
to take from the table the resolution in reference to Mr. Grover. 

Mr. SARGENT. In order to have action upon it? 

Mr. WALLACE, Yes, sir. 

Mr. SARGENT. I want to offer a substitute for it, and I think it 
will lead to debate. 

Mr. WALLACE. I do not think it will take more than ten or 
fifteen minutes. 

Mr. SARGENT. I will give way if it can be di of in ten 
minutes. I think it will lead to a long debate; but I am willing to 
try whether it can be disposed of, and I therefore withdraw my mo- 
tion. 

Mr. WALLACE. I move to take from the table the resolution I 
offered yesterday. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read for the in- 
formation of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the credentials of La Fayette Grover, as a Senator from the State 
rs be taken from the table, and that the oath of office be now administered 


Mr. SARGENT. I offer the following substitute: 
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tials being regular and in due form, and there being no contestant for the is 
entitled to admission to a seat in this body on the prima facie case presented by 
such credentials, notwithstanding the objections contained in the petitions of citi- 


zensof tho State of Ore; against his ission: Therefore, 
3 That the credentials of La Fayette Grover be taken from the table and 
the oath of office be now administered to him. 
Resolved further, That the potitions of citizens of m containing charges 


against La Fayette Grover lie on the table until the Committee on Privi and 
Elections is organized, when they shall be referred to such committee, together with 
his credentials, with instructions to investigate such charges report to the 


Senate as to their truth or falsity. 


Mr. WALLACE. I accept the substitute of the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I move to amend the substitute by 
inserting at the end of the recital of the grounds constituting a prima 
facie case, these additional words : 

And there being in but one State government and Legislature, and no 
dispute in regard 9 thereof. 

Mr. SARGENT. I have no objection to that. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment is accepted by the Sen- 
ator from California. 

Mr. CONKLING. I will add that I make this motion because I 
conceive that upon these words, every Senator who re the Con- 
stitution and his oath needs to rest his vote not less than upon those 
other words which refer to the mere fact that the certificate is regu- 
lar on its face and that no contestant comes to claim the seat. 

Mr. SARGENT. That is the ordinary prima facie case, and I had 
reference only to an ordinary case. 

Mr. CONKLING. It is no doubt as broad as is usually deemed nec- 
essary, because the elemental facts are taken for granted ordinarily. 
And now, Mr. President, although I rose without any purpose to 
s0, finding the Senator from California thinks my amendment aimed 
rather at his resolution merely, than at the implications and asser- 
tions of the debate, I will say something of the confusion which 
seems to exist touching the rule of admitting a Senator on unchal- 
lenged credentials, and touching the ground on which his admission 


roc 
£ I haye heard it asserted that the same reasons entitling Mr. Grover 
to be seated upon a Jacie case, operating with equal force en- 
titled yesterday Mr. Kellogg of Louisiana to be seated also. If this 
assertion be true, it proves plainly the inconsistency, nay, the caprice 
of those who having voted yesterday to send the credentials of Mr. 
Kell to a committee, y vote to seat this claimant, as they 
5 voted to-day to seat the Senator from Alabama, by 
virtue of the certificate, and the prima facies of his case. I deny the 
assertion, I deny that there is any analogy, or even resemblance 
between the cases decisive of the question now before the Senate, or 
influential of the true answer to be made to it. 

A prima facie case is such a case as this is stated to be now that my 
amendment has been carried into the preamble. A prima facie case is 
one in which there is a State in the Union; a case in which that State, 
borrowing the words of Mr. Lincoln, is in proper practical relations 
with the Union; a case in which there is a an ascer- 
tained constitutional islature, and necessarily but one, because 
there can be in our organism but one Legislature at one time in the 
same State. 

A prima facie case is one in which the State in question has a gov- 
ernor, an ascertained and actual governor, and only one governor, 
because the Constitution will not brook a dual executive in any 
State. A prima faciecase is one in which, following these facts, is acer- 
tificate informing the Senate of the election, and return, and raisin 
no doubt touching the qualification, of the man named in the certifi - 
cate. These elements, unless in the haste of unpremeditated state- 
ment I have omitted something, when assembled, make up a prima 
facie case; and on such case, according to the practice of the Senate, 
a claimant, especially when no contestant appears, is entitled to be 
seated; and afterward the Senate may 8 any alleged vice 
alleged to lie behind in the process of the election, and pass at 
last upon the question, not under the power, as I have somewhere 
heard suggested, to expel a member, but under the power to judge of 
ualitications, election, and return of its members. 

What, on the other hand, is a case not falling within this, doubtless 
not very exact, statement ot a prima facie case? It is, for — 
such a case as the Senate p on yesterday, by ordering credentials 
tobe referred toa committee. What were the elements of that case? 
There is a State of Louisiana, and the Senate knew the fact. There 
ig a national Constitution speaking to all the States under which 
every State is entitled to two voices and two votes in this Senate. So 
far no difficulty is encountered. Can another step be taken toward 
the remaining essential facts without difficulty! 

It is notorious—we know—the world knows, that in Louisiana, two 
rival hostile bodies, hotly contesting, restrained from resort to vio- 
lence only by the arm of power, have been for weeks asserting, each 
for itself and against the other, that by the mode and the only 
mode known to the constitution of Louisiana, by the voice of the 
people of that State expressed at the ballot-box and entitled to be 
recorded, it was and is the body, it was and is the 8 was 
and is the sole entity known to the Constitution either of the United 
States or of the State of Louisiana as the Legislature. Equally no- 
torious is the fact that two claimants to the office and character of 
governor have been in form inaugurated—both have been sworn in, 


and by the determination not of themselves but of great bodies 
of citizens behind them, each of them insists that he is governor, 
the governor and exerting, as far as he has power, the powers, pre- 
5 and faculties of the supreme executive of the State. 

n this state of facts, the question, the initial question, the fun- 
amuen question, ea ing pok A the ere but in frotis 
0 certificate, is whether there is a islature in Louisiana, an 
further whether there is a governor ey Pert and further, if 
there be a Legislature, which of the two bodies assuming to be a Legis- 
lature is the true Legislature, and further if there be a governor, 
who is he. After this question may come another—had the isla- 
ture and the governor, the former by appointing and the latter by 
certifying, the prima facie case known to the law. 

The question first sta isa one. It is an inquiry of gravity 
and magnitude—it would so if the answer to it were merely to 
seat a Senator, or to refuse hima seat. But was the question on 
which the Senate yesterday, merely whether William P. Kel- 
logg should be seated or not? No, sir, that was not the whole ques- 
tion on which the Senate voted. The Senate yesterday considered 
something far beyond Mr. Kello The Senate in the absence of the 
House, may be said to be the political departmentof the Government, 
the Government itself, the United States, when acting as it acted yes- 
terday in the matter of recognizing the government of a State. I 
think I may say that the seating of Mr. Kellogg would practically 
and y have been a final determination of the question whether 
a government in its several branches exists in Louisiana, with all the 
elements constituting a State government republican in form. The 
whole question touching 3 was presented, the whole issue of 
the legitimacy of the political institutions of that State, an issue 
which for four years has kept Louisiana rocking in the throes of un- 
ending agitation, and defying all restraints except military power. 
Such was the question on which we voted yesterday. 

To make sure that I am right in ascribing so much importance to 
the resolution proposing to seat Mr. Kellogg, I turn to a judgment of 
the Supreme Court of the United States—a judgment pronounced 
when the Dorr rebellion in Rhode Island gave rise to the inquiry now 
coming from iana. 

I read from the opinion of the court: 


The fourth section of the fourth article of the Constitution of the United States 
provides that the United States shall 


005 0 tion it rests with Congress to decide what gov- 
tution w] 

one ina State. For, as the United States teo to 

each 5 government, must necessarily decide what gov- 

ernment is established in the State before it can determine w it is republican 

or not. And when the Senators and Representatives of a State are admitted ints tha 


councils of the Union, the authority of the government under which are appointed, 
as well as rnet dagh dakat reda pats 
Andits yng ae prepade eee and 

not be questioned in a judicial tribunal, It is true that the contest in this caso did 
. matter to this issue; and as no Senators or Rep- 
resentatives were elected under the authority of the government of which Mr. Dorr 
was the head, Con; was not called upon to de the iy. Let the 
right to decide is p there, and not in the courts. 


This memorable decision declares that yesterday the Senate was 
summoned to determine by a high exercise of power, a question of 
the stems ee and privilege, the right of a State not only to 
be represented here, but also to determine and establish which of two 
contesting bodies, if either, is the Legislature, and which of two con- 
RAAT, is 5 is the rightful governor and the supreme executive 

How was the Senate invited to decide such a question? Was it 
proposed that the subject should receive even the solemn considera- 
tion which waits on a thirty-dollar pension bill? Was it proposed 
that it should be referred to a committee to make report either of law 
or fact? No, sir. 

Without reference to a committee, without the possibility of in- 

„it was insisted that the Senate should proceed summarily to 
the Government, the 


conclude the whole matter, and conclude itse 
State, the nation. It occurs to me I may be answered that after the 
on had taken place, it would still have been ble upon the 
theory that the case was only prima facie, to go back afterward and 
investigate the question whether there was any Legislature in Loui- 
siana to elect and any governor to certify. I have already antici- 
pated such an argument by saying that whether a State exists or not, 
whether there is a Legislature in the State or not, is a question lying 
not behind the certificate, but standing in front of it, and above 
it; not a fact to be ascertained by tearing off the cover of the cer- 
tifleate and delving down into minor incidents below and behind it. 
It was pro that the decision should be made without our being 
even permitted to see one word of the testimony taken my hon- 
orable friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. Howe,] testimony which some 
$50,000 was reseed gemma to gather. Utterly immaterial it has been 
held as matter of law, before the electoral commission, useful for 
no purpose except to us in a consideration of this sort; but while the 
copy lay on the case of the printer, before a word of it had come here, 
the Senate was urged to pass upon the whole question which this tes- 
timony was so laboriously gathered to illuminate. 
Mr. President, being slow of g I was not ready for all this. 
I could not forget that the late Chief of the United States, 
not more illustrious for his great service than he is conspicuous for 
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his courage, his honesty, and his common sense, had for three or four 
assiduous months been unable by all the lights given to him to ascer- 
tain that Mr. Packard had been elected governor of Louisiana and 
that the Legislature representing Mr. Packard was the Legislature 
of Louisiana. He had not ascertained the contrary; I state it affirm- 
atively, however, because that affirmative was presented to us to find 
and declare on our oaths. Knowing that the Executive with all the 
information he d had been unable to ascertain the fact, it 
seemed to me, reflecting on the magnitude of the consequences in- 
volved, that it would be suitable for the Senate toat least wait until 
there came from the Public Printer the testimony already taken, and 
the report already made, and further until there came from the appro- 
priate committee such information as that committee might give. 

I could not forget one or twoother facts. It has been stated in debate 
that the case of Mr. Kellogg might be treated as in some way adju- 
dicated because of something said or done by the electoral commis- 
sion. I was not in the Senate, or in Washington when the decision 
of the electoral commission was read and considered in the Senate. 
The train by which I returned did not arrive till hours after the dis- 
position in the Senate of the electoral vote of Louisiana. I there- 
fore heard neither the decision of the commission, nor the discussion 
upon it. I did not read it at the time, nor have I yet read it. Igno- 
rant of its terms and particulars, I will not undertake to speak of it 
with accuracy. 

I understand however, and if I mistake, I beg any member of the 
commission to correct me, that the commission held touching Loui- 
siana that the duty of the commission was to inquire who had been ap- 
pointed electors by the State, that the State being of certain 
faculties through which it was to speak, and one of those faculties 
being a returning board, and the State having spoken through that re- 
turning board, or the retnrning board having spoken for the State, 
and its action and the certificate of the 4 . n the 
commission would halt there, and would not go further to inquire. 
In other phrase, the commission ruled as matter of law, whether mat- 
ter of jurisdiction or of evidence is not important, that no evidence 
could be received and acted upon the purpose of which was to im- 
peach the act done by the returning board so long as the act appeared 
to have been done, but that on that act done the commission would 
stand. Unless some Senator rises to correct me I shall assume that I 
have stated sufficiently for my purpose the gravamen of the decision. 

Mr. President, how did the commission, how could the commission, 
make such a decision? Manifestly, I take it, because the commission 
found itself limited, or held itself to be limited by these words of the 
Constitution, and the other applicable words: 


The President of the Senate shall, in the ca of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. 


Proceeding under that narrow clause they found, I infer, that their 
boundaries were so close that they could proceed only so far as their 
decision went. What provision of the Constitution is it under which 
the Penase yesterday was summoned to pass on the Kellogg case? It 
was this: 


Each House shall be the judge of the elections, retarns and qualifications of its 
own members, 


Need I argue that the force of these words, of the operative words, 
is exactly as it would be did they declare that the Supreme Court 
shall be the judge of the elections, qualifications and returns of Sen- 
ators? The function, or power, is deposited with the Senate, but its 
scope limits are the same as if it was deposited elsewhere. In this 
respect therefore the Senate is commanded to inquire, to learn, to 
decide, to judge in respect of every element which legally enters into 
either the election, the return, or the qualification of a member. 

Few men will have the courage to affirm that the tribunal com- 
manded to inquire into the election of a Senator, finding in the Con- 
stitution that he must be chosen by a lawful Legislature and in no 
other way, can avoid asking whether there was any Legislature or 
not. Few men will be bold 3 to deny that we must ascertain 
that thero was a Legislature and that the Legislature acted; and few 
men will deny that we must inquire also whether there was a gov- 
ernor in fact, a governor satisfying the Constitution, and whether 
that governor signed the certificate and attached to it the great seal 
of the State. 

I observe myself using the phrase, “a governor satisfying the Con- 
stitution ;” this reminds me to say, that Ido not at this moment wage 
argument on the question whether a governor must be one de jure, or 
whether a governor de facto may effectually exist. De facto or de jure, 
or both, there must be a governor; and the present alleged governor 
has never, that I am aware, been ized by any department of 
this Government for any purpose. Hedid not even certify the elect- 
oral votes from the State of Lonisiana. Those votes were certified 
before his claim arose. Therefore he stands utterly naked, as far as 
I am informed, of any species of recognition from any department 
of the Government, or from any representative of executive, legisla- 
tive, or judicial power. The commission held, and its decision was 
not reversed, that under the Constitution defining its powers it had 
no right to look, or see, or inquire, and therefore it did not look, or 
see, or inquire. When we, another tribunal, come to act under an- 
other provision of the Constitution which commands us to look, and 
sco, and inquire, as I understand it, the argument seems to be, that 
because the commission could not look, we will not look; because a 
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body not having the power did not undertake to exert it, a body 
vested with the power and commanded to exert it, will refuse to ex- 
ert it. 

Will the Senate thus exhibit itself to the nation? 

Mr. President, this affair Las other significance too in the light of 
events swiftly passing before us. The other day you, sir, on the 


eastern portico of the Capitol, overlooking an immense concourse of 
people, saw the oath of office administered to a Chief Magistrate of 
the Republic—a Chief Magistrate in whose election, declared under 
the forms and with the substance of law, 9 and all factions, 
whatever their convictions may be, peacefully acquiesce. Standin 
to be endowed with the powers and duties of his great trust, ded 
with an oath awaiting him, he testified to his countrymen somewhat 
of the principles, the purposes, the inspirations which would guide 
and actuate his administration. Among other words he uttered these, 
referring to the Southern States: 


The people of those States aro still impoverished, and the inestimable blessing of 
wise, hon and local self-government is not folly enjoyed. Whatever 
difference of opinion may exist as to the canse of this condition of things, the fact 
is clear that, in the progress of events, the time has come when such government 
ie the im ive necessity required by all the varied interests, public and private, 
of those 


Again he said: 

Resting upon this sure and substantial foundation, the superstructure of benefi- 
seus ional. ²˙ w and not otherwise. In furtherance of 
such obedience to the letter and the spirit of the Constitution and in behalf of all 
that its attainment implies, all so-called party interests lose their apparent impor- 
tance, and party lines may well be permitted to fade into insignificance. 

Again: 

The evils which afflict the Sonthern States can only be removed or remedied b; 
the united and harmonious efforts of both actuated by motives of mu 
sympathy and re; And while in duty bound and fully determined to protect 
the rights of all by every constitutional means at the disposal of my Administra- 
tion; I am sincerely anxious to use every legitimate infinence in favor of honest and 
efficient local self-government as the true resource of those for the promo- 
tion of the contentment and prosperity of their citizens. 


This consummation, so devoutly wished, is a condition of things 
which he previously declares does not now exist, and has not of late 
existed. Can it be, Mr. President, that the Chief Magistrate who 
wrote and ke those words does not design, in truth, with honest 
singleness of purpose, with grave and conscientious aim at right, to 
find out, to ascertain, to declare who in truth on the 7th of No- 
vember jast was chosen the governor of Louisiana, and who in truth 
of these embodied contestants in the le tive hall, is entitled to 
sit and constitute the Legislature of Louisiana—who and which is in 
truth that body despite which there can be no other such with char- 
acter or claims higher than a mob? If the Chief Magistrate freshly 
annointed with his exalted duties does mean, as we are bound to be- 
lieve, by the modes provided in the Constitution and the laws, to as- 
certain the very truth of the election in Louisiana, shall it be said 
that on the threshold of his administration, as he enters the door of 
official life, the Senate shall rashly proceed without the report of a 
committee, without reference to a committee, without waiting for the 
testimony already taken, to bar the way in the face of the President, 
and to leave him, if his judgment and conscience require him to do 
so, to attempt to recognize one State government although the Sen- 
ate may have recognized another, or else as a last resort, to succumb 
to a headlong hasty assertion by the Senate in the absence of the 
facts, because he may be cornered by the doctrine of the Supreme 
Court that he has been anticipated, and foreclosed aq judgment, no 
matter how repugnant to his reason and conviction ?. 

I have already said that these remarks 3 unpremeditated. 
I was startled after the assertions we have by a preamble under- 
taking to recite the elements essential to a prima facie case, and mak- 
ing no reference to the fact that a government and only one, undis- 
puted, existed in the State, a sole and undisputed Legislature, a sole 
and undisputed incumbent of the office of governor, with a sole and 
3 certificate attesting all the facts. I was startled because 
of a likeness attempted to be drawn between.such a case, and the 
case from South Carolina and the case from Louisiana at the idea 
that the Senate was about to record itself by adopting a preamble 
meaning to recite the necessary ingredients of the case but leaving 
out the Aaron’s rod which swallows up the others, and I rose merely 
for the purpose of suggesting, that this great vacuum as I think it 
was, be filled; and only because the Senator from California seemed 
to think my motion aimed merely at the terms of his preamble, 
have I somewhat unnecessarily, certainly at needless length sug- 
goera as a judgment of my own, (and upon matters of this sort eac 

nator must act npon such judgment as he can form,) some of the 
considerations making it consistent to refer to a committee the grave 
issues in the case of Louisiana and yet to refuse to refer to a com- 
mittee a case of a wholly different nature, involving no such issues 
or any other issue on which tho Senate in the first stage of the case 
is called upon to act. I have said so much that silence might not be 
construed into admission that the Senate has fallen, or the Senators 
who voted as I voted, have fallen into contradictory or inconsistent 
ways. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I ask the Clerk to read the amend- 
ment offered by the Sendtor from New York. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the amend- 
ment for the information of the Senate. 
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The CHIEF CLERK. After the word “seat” in the seventh line of 
the preamble it is proposed to insert: 
oe . been one State government or Legislature in Oregon and no dispute 
Mr. CONKLING. ` If the Senator will pardon me, I suggested that 
amendment orally, and if it does not interfere with him I rhould like 
to correct it orally. I ask the Secretary to be kind enough to cor- 
rect it so as to make it read: 


There being but one body claiming to be a Legislature, and but one person claim- 
ing to be governor, 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I have no objection to this amend- 
ment, because I think it is wholly unimportant. The ent to be 
drawn from it is not a good one. A prima facie case, as Í understand 
it, is one which is regular upon its face, good upon its face according 
to the law of the State from which it emanates. The idea thatthe 
existence of a pretended legislature can invalidate the effect and 
value of a prima facie case seems to me to be a contradiction in terms. 
If a Senator of the United States or a person elected to the Senate 
comes here with the certificate of the a and the proper cre- 

` dentials according to the forms of law, his prima facie case is not in- 
validated if some other person presents a certificate which is not signed 
or executed according to the forms of law. The second person may 
have the real title, but the first person is entitled to be seated, and 
the claims of the second are to be investigated after he takes his seat. 
9 75 has occurred here so frequently that it is not necessary to argue 


t. 
Now, ody be what is the effect of the existence of a pretended 
legislature in the State of Louisiana? If there be a governor in 
that State, the votes for whom were counted and declared by the 
proper officers of the State, who has been elected according to all 
the forms of law in the State, he has a pe Jacie case; he is the 
lawful governor of the State; and the fact that another man pre- 
tends to be governor cannot affect his lawful character for the 
It may be that by contesting that election before some proper tribu- 
nal, the other man pretending to be governor may be pines in office ; 
but until that is done the man whose votes were counted by the 
roper officers and who has been declared according to the forms of 
low the governor of the State is the lawful governor, and any act 
that he may do in signing a certificate is not affected or invalidated 
by the presence of some other man pretending to be governor. 

So in regard to a r e e If there be a Legislature in Loni- 
siana, the members of which were counted in and declared to be 
elected by the officers appointed by the law in that State to perform 
that duty, and those men thus declared to be elected come together 
and organize, the body thus formed is the lawful Legislature of the 
State; and the idea that an equal number of men assembled in another 
room and claiming to be the islature of Louisiana can invalidate 
the acts of the first Legislature or take away its legal character seems 
to me to be utterly absurd. No, sir; the —- of a second gover- 
nor or the presence of two or three pretended governors cannot affect 
the character of the man who has been declared elected by the proper 
authorities of the State, and the presence of two or three legisla- 
tures in addition to the lawful one cannot affect the action and the 
character of the lawful Legislature. 

So, Mr. President, the presence of the pretended governor in Loui- 
siana, the presence of the pretended legislature, has nothing what- 
ever to do with this man’s character. he has been declared to be 

vernor by the proper authorities of that State, in accordance with 
fhe laws of the State, the presence of Mr. Nicholls or half a dozen 
other men, each claiming to be governor, does not and cannot affect 
his action; and when he signs a certificate and sendsit here he makes 
a prima facie case for the man who holds that certificate, just as if 
there was no other man in the State claiming to be governor. 

The Senator from New York says that it is a well-known fact that 
there is tumult in Louisiana and that this pretended government, as 
I understand him, was protected by the arm of power. I use the 
Senator’s expression. 


Mr. CO. G. I the Senators pardon. Whether there was 
or is tumult or not, I 6 no observation about. 
Mr. MORTON. I understood the Senator to say that it was notori- 


ous that the arm of powes was called in to protect the existing gov- 
ernment; but whether he said so or not, I so understood him. [want 
to refer to the fact that in the city of New Orleans there is an armed 
mob y in the majority and inst which the legal government 
of that State cannot protect i and that the Army of the United 
States has been called in from time to time to protect. that govern- 
ment inst this armed mob. Although a majority of the people of 
that State outside of that city were rit er and sustaining that 
government, yet the fact that the city itself was occupied chiefly by 
an armed, hostilemob made it ne to call in the aid of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. Does that fact take away its legal 
character? As well might you argue that because the mob in the city 
of Paris has from time to time overturned the government of France, 
although that government was in accord with the body of the 
ple outside of Paris, that, therefore, made the act legal. O, no, 
r. President. Although the Parisian mob may overturn the French 
vernment, as it has done from time to time, it was nothing but revo- 
ution ; and . the New Orleans mob may make it necessary to 
call in the Army of the United States, it changes no legal right. 


The Senator referred to the case of the Dorr rebellion in Rhode 
Island. The law laid down in that case is precisely in point. There 
the Supreme Court said that the admission of Senators and Repre- 
sentatives coming from a particular government in a State would be 
a recognition of that government. Certainly, and that makes it a 
proper act to do, When credentials come here we are called upon to 

ecide that very question; it is our duty to decide it ; and if the 
credentials coming for one man are made out in conformity with law, 
it is our duty to recognize them for the time being, and if there should 
be a contest let that contest come afterward. hy, Mr. President. 
if this doctrine is not true there would have been a contest in regard 
to two or three other States in this Union where it is claimed by vol- 
ume upon volume of evidence piled upon your table that the elec- 
tions were carried by fraud, murder, and every species of crime. If 
investigations are to take place in advance, they ought to have taken 
place in those States, But, sir—and I am about to make a remark 
which I do with some t—it seems to me that there is one law for 
republican applicants for seats in this Chamber and another law for 
democratic applicants, and that the law changes from day to day ac- 
cording to the political character of the men whose entials are 
presen 

The Senator referred to the fact of testimony having been taken 
at a cost of $50,000, and said that this testimon having been taken 
we ought to wait and consider it. That was the precise argument 
made re the electoral commission a few days ago. It was argued 
that the testimony had been taken, and the question was asked, “ For 
what parpose was that testimony taken unless it was to be consid- 
ered ? © answer was that the taking of that testimony does not 
change the legal rights of anybody, no difference for what purpose it 
was taken. ether it was to operate upon senatorial c nts or 
was taken to operate upon the presidential election makes no sort of 
difference. It was argued that that testimony was taken for the 
purpose of treating presidential claims; but whether it was or not, 
it was not held to affect logal rights. The idea that a prima facie case 
to a seat in this body is to be overruled or deferred because testimony 
has been taken at great cost seems to me without force. 

Tt is argued that as General Grant has refused for two or three 
months to ize the Packard government, therefore we ought to 
hesitate to do so. I have as much regard for the late President as an 
other man,as I have shown by my consistent sup of his adminis- 
tration; but I utterly fail to perceive the strength of that argument. 
When the question comes before us in the form of an application for 
a seat in this body, we are bound to consider it, and we are bound 
to consider according to law; and whatever may have been the course 
of the late President or whatever may have been his views, they 
cannot properly be brought here for the purpose of influencing our 
action. 

Mr. President, it is said, in distinguishing this case from the action 
of the electoral commission, that the two cases stand upon a different 
footing, and so they do in some respects. The electoral commission 
decided upon what I regard as impregnable ground, that it was not 
competent for both Houses of Congress or for that commission to go 
behind the decision made by the proper returning officers of a State 
to inquire whether certain electors had a majority of the popular 
vote or not. I participated in that decision; I stand by it as the 
law, and believe that the legal opinion of this country will vindi- 
cate it at no distant day. There is a difference between the question 
of electors and the question of members of Congress. The Constitu- 
tion says that each House shall be the judge of the elections and re- 
turns of its own members. There is no power given like that in re- 
gard to judging of the appointment of electors. But what does that 
mean? It means that when a claimant comes here and places his 
credentials npon the table, when the proper time comes, when we 
can inquire whether that man received a majority of the votes of his 
Legislature, whether there was a quoram present, whether he bought 
his seat; we can eg ta into any of these things because these ques- 
tions appertain to his election, But the right to inquire whether 
a Senator has a majority of the votes in his Pare whether he 
bought his seat here, or whether a quorum is present does not involve 
the question whether a member of that Legislature was elected. We 
are to inquire into the election of the clai t who comes here, 
not to inquire into the election of the members of the Legislature. 
Those men who are seated in the islature by the laws of that 
State and according to the forms of law in the State, we are 
to receive as the members of the Legislature. We take the Legis- 
lature as the State gives it to us, Then we can inquire into its acts: 
has it elected this e t, did he procure his seat by fraud, was 
there a quorum present, but so far as the Legislature is concerned we 
take it as the State gave it. If the State authorities have decided 
that certain persons are entitled to seats in that body we are to re- 
ceive them as those entitled, and we cannot go back to inquire 
whether A, BO and D were elected Senators or Representatives, 
No, Mr. President, we cannot recognize that doctrine for one moment., 
We judge of the election of the Senator, not of the election of the 
members of the State Legislature. 

So with regard to the governor. If the governor of a State has been 
declared to be elected . to law and the forms of law in that 
State, it is not for us collateral x, to g back and inquire how many 
votes he got. The Senator from New York talks about investigation to 
be made. What investigation? What does the Senator allude to, Are 
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we to inquire here whether Packard was elected or whether Nicholls 
was elected? Are we to count the votes in the different parishes? 
Are we a grand returning board for members of State Legislatures and 
for governors of States, and for every other State officer? No, Mr. 
President, the man whom the State has declared sai py to her 
forms of law is governor of that State we are to receive as the gov- 
ernor; that Legislature which is installed according to the forms of 
law of the State we are to receive as the Legislature of the State. 
We may inquire how it acts, we may inquire whom it elects; but as 
to the composition of it, whether A, B, or C was chosen a member is a 
thing we cannot inquire into. 

So far as electors were concerned, we had nothing to do but to de- 
termine whether the returning officers of the State had declared that 
certain electors were chosen. We could not go behind and inquire 
whether the votes were obtained by fraud or were falsely counted; 
but the simple question was, what did the returning officers of that 
State decide, and what they decided we had to take. So in regard to 
a State Legislature, we may inquire what the Legislature does, we 
can ask the question, was the election made by the islature a fair 
one, was there a quorum present? but as to going behind all that and 
inquiring who were chosen members from one county or another in 
the Legislature, we have no power to do. If we did it, there would 
be no end to the investigations of senatorial questions. 

The Senator says the question is who is in truth the governor of 
Louisiana. Well, sir, I believe 8 if we should pote of 
the declaration by the Legislature of Louisiana, of the declaration by 
the returning officers of that State and go to the polls and inquire 
who in truth received a majority of the votes, I believe from the evi- 
dence placed upon our tables, I believe from the report made by the 
Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Hows, I from all the sources of infor- 
mation I have, that it will be found that Packard has been chosen 
governor in truth. We know he is governor according to the forms 
of law. I believe that upon investigation, if we choose to go clear 
down to investigate the question who was chosen and constitute our- 
selves a grand investigating committee to determine who has been 
chosen or of that State and to count the votes, it would be 
found that S. B. Packard has been chosen governor. He is, therefore, 
governor in truth; he is governor in law; the record that he is goy- 
ernor in law is on our tables; and if before we choose to ize 
his act here in certifying the election of a Senator we must go back 
and inquire whether in point of fact he got a majority of the votes 
in the State of Louisiana—if we decide upon doing that it is not only 
a gross invasion of State rights, but it is undertaking an investigation 
that we cannot complete. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have nothing to say to-day apon 
the Louisiana case. When the Committee on Privile, and Elec- 
tions shall have made its report, if I have the strength to do so and 
the Senate the patience to hear me, I shall have something to say on 
that question. I rise now simply to say a word in reference to the 
second resolution which refers the charges made against Governor 
Grover to the Committee on Privileges and Elections for investiga- 
tion. I have looked at those charges; they are contained in three 

ragraphs, each one under a whereas. The first one is simply upon 

earsay on the face of the paper itself, and makes no distinct 9 
upon the authority of the memorialists. The second one relates 
the course of Governor Grover in certifying the election of Cronin, a 
matter which has been so fully dise that I am quite sure no Sen- 
ator here would be willing for one moment to send that matter to a 
committee for investigation as a ground of ousting him of his seat in 
the Senate. This third charge made is perjury in his testimony before 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections, without specifying in any 
particular whatsoever wherein it is said that he swore falsely. 

In other words, Mr. President, these accusations against him are 
as vague as it is possible for | to be; they would not be 

in an affidavit for the arrest of the meanest and most obscure 
criminal in the world, and afford no ground whatsoever for investi- 

ting the conduct of a Senator of the United States. Yes, sir, I 
8 vote for that resolution, but simply becanse Governor Grover 
desires me to say that he courts investigation; and therefore does not 
bg ag Sns on the contrary desires the reference. 

r. MCMILLAN. Mr. President, I listened with great pleasure and 
profit to the argument of the Senator from New York Mr. CONKLING] 
upon the question of the prima facie case presented by the person 
claiming to be a Senatorfrom Louisiana; and if the Senator had not 
made the statement both at the opening and close of his speech that 
his remarks were entirely unpremeditated, I should hesitate to differ 
nany respect with the Senator on that question or upon any other 
question; and if the Senator has fallen into a mistake, it is entire), 
attributable to the fact that in the haste of his remarks he omi 
to advert to some of the facts affecting the question. 

We met the question at the outset, Mr. President, that every State 
in this Union is entitled to a representation of two Senators upon the 
floor of the Senate of the United States. That is no unimportant 
right; it is a right that should be regarded very sacredly and secured 
to the State at all times. The State of Louisiana has presented to 
the country her condition here for the last senatorial term without 
a representation in full upon this floor. She has been deprived 


throughout that period of one of her Senators; and she is at this 
any Senator on the floor of the 
er rights are involved here and 


moment without a representation b 
Senate of the United States, when 


cirenmstances are im 
siaua and perhaps to the country. 

I do not differ from the Senator from New York as to what consti- 
tutes a prima facie case, so far as he has stated it; but there are other 
questions here which affect the application of those rules to the case 
now under consideration. A certificate has been presented, signed 


nding which are vital to the State of Loui- 


by a person purporting to be the governor of Louisiana, certifying in 
proper form the election of Mr. Kellogg as a Senator from that State, 
and the certificate is attested by the great seal of that State. There 
is no other certificate presented here of any election. There is no 
other Senator presenting himself here for a seat upon this floor. So 


far as we have any meee the governor of Louisiana is Mr. Packard, 
because with the seal and the signature attached the presumption 
prima facie is that it is 


But, further, the Senate of ¢ the United States at all stages of an ex- 
amination of this character, whether upon a prima facie case or upon 
investigation of the merits of the title of the person claiming a seat 
as a Senator here, must take judicial notice of the laws and consti- 
tuted authorities of the State. Under that rule we must take notice 
that by the laws of Louisiana a returning board was constituted to 
whom the returns of all elections in the State mnst be made; that 
they must canvass the returns of all elections made to them; that for 
certain officers, including the Legislature and the executive, with some 
other officers of the State, a return is to be made to the secretary of 
state of Louisiana. Those facts have all transpired. There is no dis- 
pate about the fact that the returns of the election in November, 1876, 
were made to this proper tribunal and that their canvass was made 
and the result returned to the proper officer of that State. We must 
take notice of the fact that the secretary of state in office at the time 
the returns were made by this canvassing board was an officer abont 
whose title to the office there was no dispute whatever and that the 
person in the executive chair of that State at the time these returns 
were made was an officer whose title was undisputed, recognized 
throughout the whole limits of the State of Louisiana; that the Leg- 
islature which elected Mr. Kellogg was the Legislature returned by 
this canvassing board and recognized by the executive of that State, 
who had been the executive for two or three years, so that at the time 
this Legislature was organized there was no dispute whatever about 
the title of the officers of the State at that time. This Legislature, 
recognized by Governor Kellogg when he was the executive of that 
State, passed under the administration of Governor Packard, and it 
has ized him; he has Mig eer it. Governor Kellogg deliv- 
ered the archives of the State of Louisiana at the expiration of his 
term of office to Governor Pac re’ by this constituted au- 
thority of the State, the returning as having been duly elected 

vernor of that State. Here is a complete, unbroken, legal title of 

vernor Packard to the executive chair of the State of i so 
that prima facie he is the de jure governor of Louisiana. 

Further, we must take notice of the fact that the archives of the 
State thus surrendered to him by o poper vernor of the State 
are still in the possession of himself inistration. He is 
the acting governor of Louisiana. There is no doubt whatever about 
the fact that he is at this moment claiming to act and acting as the 
governor of Louisiana. What then have we? The de jure governor 
and the acting governor. Are we then to di him because his 
authority may be disputed by some other person without any claim of 
legal title, without claiming under any of the forms of law prescribed 
by that State, because Governor Nicholls does not olaim a title oranelec- 
tion under the forms of the laws of the State of Louisiana? The only. 

und upon which Governor Nicholls bases his title to office is that 
e received a majority of the votes cast at the election in November. 
He presents no evidence whatever of that fact except the return of 
the democratic State committee of that State. No official authority 
has ever declared him the governor. Neverone beyond the polls 
in the different parishes evidence of his 
title is that, outside of the po upon y, 
sons, unauthorized and unofficially, except under the authority of the 
democratie State committee, 9 the fact that a majority of 
votes in Louisiana was cast for Governor Nicholls, 

Now, Mr. President, are we to permit such a state of facts as that to 
rebut a prima facie case to the extent of denying to the Senator claim- 
ing his seat here admission to this floor ? It seems to me that so far as 
the title presented here is concerned, the mption of law, taking 

udicial notice of the facts which we are bound to notice, there can 
no reasonable doubt that Mr. Kell isentitled upon a prima facie 
ease to his seat here. I do not dispute the power of the Senate to go 
behind his certificate, either when first ted 6 
subsequent to it. The Senate, under Constitution, has p. 
power. It is made the sole judge of the Serer Sige and qual- 
ifications of its members. It can refuse to accept e eee, 
it can npn os State a seat apn this floor ee her 1 ske ” 
any stage of the proceedings ; but as a question o: cy and of rigi 
to a State, and as I believe, as a question of order tn the 333 
of a legislative body, upon the presentation of a prima facie case t 
Senator should be admitted and the question of his right remitted to 
a subsequent pase when it may be examined and determined. 

I do not understand the power of the toral commission and that 
of the Senate to be at all 1. The one was limited and restricted 
by the express terms of Constitution, and unless they could throw 
down all the barriers protecting the sovereignty of a State and go 
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back to the individual voter they must stop where they did. Ihesi- 
tate not to say that in my opinion the decision arrived at by that 
commisgion is one which when the excitement and the partisan feel- 
ing shall have passed away will command universal approbation, and 
that the pnly astonishment will be that there was ever a doubt raised 
as to its correctness. I venture the assertion that if a proposition to 
amend the Constitution of the United States so as to embrace in it 
the right of Congress to exercise the power claimed by those who dis- 
pute the decision of the commission were submitted to the people of 
this country, it would not receive the assent of a single State in this 
Union, and that no political party would dare to advocate it as one 
of its political principles. 

I rose, Mr. President, merely to call attention to a fact which I be- 
lieve to be correct, the Senator from New York having omitted some 
of the circumstances going to constitute a prima facie case, and on 
ihat account had come to an incorrect conclusion, use when the 
Senator knows all the facts he always comes to a correct conclu- 


sion. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Ido not intend, Mr. President, to enter into 
any discussion in reference to the rights of the gentleman claiming 
to be aceredited to this body asa Senator from Louisiana. That ques- 
tion has been referred to a committee and it will be properly consid- 
ered and hereafter presented to this body. At that time, if opportu- 
nity serves, I shall take occasion to express my opinion in reference 
to the right of Kellogg to a seat in the Senate. The purpose for which 
Irise now isa very different one. Icannot consent to remain silent and 
listen to the remarks which have been made here by the & nator from 
Indiana and by the Senator from Minnesota in reference to the char- 
acter of the government existing in Louisiana and in reference to the 
character of the ple of the city of New Orleans.. The Senator 
from Indiana, out any facts to warrant such a declaration, pro- 
claims to the American people that the citizens of New Orleans and 
of the State of Louisiana are an armed mob. I take it upon myself 
to say, after having visited that city and remained there for five weeks, 
no statement more erroneous or unjust to the people of that State 
ever was uttered in the Senate of the United States. 

J was in the city of New Orleans at the time of the inauguration of 
Governor Nichollsand have been somewhat izant of allof theacts 
of his government since he was installed in power. Instead of being 
an armed mob that government and the people of that city have con- 
ducted themselves with a decorum and a forbearance rarely ex- 
hibited by the people in any section of this country, Notwithstand- 
ing the outrages that have been inflicted npon them, notwithstanding 
the fact that for four years they have been denied local self-govern- 
ment and compelled to submit to a government forced upon t by 
Federal power, those people have conducted themselves with a re- 
markable degree of forbearance, and while writhing under their 
wrongs have restrained their wrath. 

At the time of the inanguration of Governor Nicholls and since 
there was and has been no demonstration of force except such force 
as the sheriff of the city saw proper to surround himself with in order 
to place in ion of the court-house the supreme-court judges 
who had been appointed by Governor Nicholls. t me say that in- 
stead of being a mob the sheriff’s posse was an orderly exhibition of 
force. Ladies promenaded the streets of New Orleans on that occa- 
sion with as much impunity as they promenade Pennsylvania avenue 
to-day. There was no violence offered to any one. Notwithstanding 
there had peti ee there was not a particle of violence per- 
petrated toward a single human being in that city. It is strange, re- 
markably strange, that under the varions oppressions which they 
have suffered they have so schooled themselves as to be able to re- 
strain their indignation and command their temper when such out- 
rages have been committed m them. 

The question has been raised, Who is governor of Louisiana? And 
it is a very pertinent question. The declaration was made both by 
the Senator from Indiana and the Senator from Minnesota that Mr. 
Packard is the governor. The Senator from Minnesota says that 
Packard is the acting governor to-day.. Why, sir, outside of the St. 
Louis Hotel there is not one foot of the territory of Louisiana over 
which he exercises any control whatever. Prior to his clandestine 
3 and the meeting of his Legislature that court-house 
had been barricaded and taken possession of under the immediate 
3 of soldiers of the United States, who were in an adjoining 

uilding ready to assist in case of an emergency. ‘To-day Mr. Pack- 
ard exercises no power outside of that court-house ; and from what 
I observed while I was there I believe to-day that the ladies of New 
Orleans, unaided bythe gentlemen of that city, could drive the whole 
Packard government outside of the city if it was not protected by 
Federal power. [Manifestations of applause in the galleries. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Delaware will pause. 
The Chair gives notice to the galleries that if they shall repeat their 
disorder he will promptly order them to be cl 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Who is recognizing Mr. Packard in Louisiana? 
What portion of the le of New Orleans is to-day paying court to 


his government? Sir, the newsboys and bootblacks of this city can 


raise more revenne than Mr. Packard can raise out of taxation, if 
you take away the Federal force from Louisiana. There are “none 
so poor to do him reverence.” It is bnt mockery, it is madness, to 
1 of this country the 
t. Louis Hotel, exercising 


attempt to impose upon the intelligent 
idea that a man barricaded within the 
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no jurisdiction outside of a few rooms within that hotel, is the lawful 

acting governor of a sovereign State. 

ME McMILLAN, Will the Senator allow me to suggest one fact to 
im 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Certainly ; I am always glad to hear from the 
Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The Senator speaks of the St. Louis Hotel. Is 
he not aware that that has been the capitol of Louisiana during the 
administration of Governor Kellogg? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I believe it was the place of refuge for Gov- 
ernor Kellogg and the men who surrounded him, and it is now the 
citadel and prison of Packard, who the Senator from Minnesota says 
is the acting governor of Louisiana. 

If we were to judge by what took place at the inauguration of 
those two gentlemen we would come to a very different conclusion 
from that of the Senator from Minnesota, who thinks that Packard 
is the acting governor of the State. I was in New Orleans on the 
day of the inauguration. Mr. Packard wasin the St. Louis Hotel, 

ed the State-house, surrounded by a police force paid for by the 
city, some four hundred and fifty men. Fearful that the people of 
that State would come in and dis him he barricaded the hotel 
and surrounded himself by the police force sustained by taxes paid 
by the citizens of New Orleans; and there in privacy, afraid toshow 
himself to the people over whom he claimed the right to exercise the 
wer of the executive office of the State, he took the oath of office. 
t how was it with Governor Nicholls? On a bright balmy day, in 
a public square, surrounded by at least 20,000 of the élite of the city 
and State, with the ladies to cheer him by their smiles and the gen- 
tlemen to support him by their presence and approra in the broad 
face of day he lifted his hand and swore before high heaven that he 
would exercise the duties of the executive office of that State. From 
one end of the State to the other that oath was heeded and respected, 
and on eee of all shades of opinion and of all political creeds 
were and are ready to-day to recognize Governor Nicholls as 
the lawful governor of the State the moment the Federal power is 
withdrawn and there is any assurance that he will be allowed to con- 
tinue in fact, as he is in truth and in right and justice, the lawful 
governor of the State. 

Ido not wonder that the incoming Administration, knowing full 
well the criticisms of the country, the indignation of the country, 
knowing full well the judgment which the country has meted ont to 
the outgoing Administration for upholding a ation for four 
y is unwilling to take the eter et of similar action. There- 
fore I am not surprised that the words of conciliation and words of 
peace read by the Senator from New York this morning have been 
uttered by Mr. Hayes. It does honor to his heart, it does honor to 
his head. I was not in favor of his election. I donot believe that 
he ever was elected; but he has been clothed by the forms of law 
with the duties of the Chief Executive of this country, and I am glad 
that he appreciates something of the obligation which the oath lio 
has taken im upon him, and that he has indicated to his 
countrymen that his course shall be different at any rate in respect 
to Louisiana and South Carolina from that of his predecessor. But 
I was surprised at the deliberate attempt which was made in this Hall 
yesterday and the day before to bull-doze the incoming Administra- 
tion, by declaring in effect that the recognition of Nicholls as gov- 
ernor would in its character impeach his own title to office. There 
have been utterances on this floor by political friends of the Exeon- 
tive, whether so intended or not, which may be calculated to mako 
the incoming Administration pause and hesitate in the course of wis- 
dom which he has marked out; but I trust he will be deaf to the 
threats of partisan friends, deaf to the voice of the politician, and 
obey the high behests and instincts of tho patriot and the statesman, 
and act with due regard to the best interests of the country and the 

of the land. 

I did not intend, Mr. President, to participate in this debate, but I 
could not willingly sit still and hear the administration of Governor 
Nicholls and the le of Louisiana denounced as an armed mob 
when I know and when the country knows that to-day he is the 
chosen chief executive of a sovereign State of this Union, and that 
the men who support him are thé men of substance, the tax-payers of 
the State. While I was in New Orleans I was met on the street by a 
republican, a person with whom I formed an acquaintance while he 
was a member of the other House of Congress. I met him the day 
after Nicholls was i when there were some armed men 
upon the streets acting as the sheriff's posse. Said he, “Iam not afraid 
to walk thestreets. The fact is,” said that gentleman, whose name I 
will not give, “that one administration is supported by the tax- 
payers of the State and the other is supported by the non-tax-payers 
of the State.“ That was the declaration of a gentleman high in ro- 
publican councils to-day. 

Mr. President, I did not intend to enter into this discussion. Isim- 
ply rose to make these remarks in justice to what I believe is due 
Governor Nicholls’s administration and the people of New Orleans 
and of Louisiana who supported him. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. nt, I do not rise for the purpose of enter- 
iag upon this debate. Iscarcely know what the debate is, or what 
it is about, whether it is inte to inform us how we should voto 
to-day or to determine whether we voted right or wrong yesterday. 
Iam a little at a loss to know the purpose of the debate. I rise, as 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


37 


I have frequently done before in the course of the last four years, to 
perform the somewhat solemn, if not religious, duty of correcting 
statements made on the other side of the Chamber touching the char- 
acter of the late government of Louisiana. The Senator from Dela- 
ware has just ae ten again in the statement that it was a govern- 
ment usurped, utterly without any authority inlaw, and resting only 
upon Federal power for support. They to tell an anecdote of an 
early settler in the State of Maine who moved into that State from 
Massachusetts. On one occasion feeling a desire to go back 
and visit the place of his nativity, and lacking the means to support 
himself on his journey, he concluded that he would appeal to the 
sympathies of the public for his maintenance, and he invented a very 
ingenious and touching story of misfortunes which had overtaken 
him in the place of his settlement, and he thought wherever he needed 
a night’s lodging or a meal of victuals he would tell that story and 
it would secure fim what he wanted. He started on the journey. 
They say he told it so often before he got back to Massachusetts that 
he actually began to believe it, and he could not tell the story with- 
out crying. I have been fearful for several years that my friends on 
the other side of the Chamber would tell this story or make this as- 
sertion in re to the character of the late government in Louisiana 
until they might ibly fall under the delusion that there was some 
truth in it. I yer taken it upon myself, as often as the statement 
has been put forth, by way of making continual claim on behalf of 
the truth, to get up and remind them that they must not be deluded, 
that there is not a particle of truth in it, not the least in the world. 
It is an utter mistake. Federal power was not alone what e ee. 
the late government of Louisiana; that is, it had as much authority 
as the law of Louisiana could give it; wasas fully sanctioned by the 
Jaws of that State as the existing government in New York or Mas- 
sachusetts is by the laws of those States. Ido not propose to argue 
that question, but simply to restate the truth by way of a set-off to 
this new statement of an inaccuracy. 

Mr. President, not 4 word will I say to-day upon the question as to 
who ought to occupy a seat in the Senate here from Louisiana, or who 
is or 55 5 to be governor of Louisiana. I want to say to my friend 
from Delaware however, if he will permit me, that he seems to make 
rather a dubious case for his political friends in New Orleans. He 
enlisted my sympathies when in the outset of his remarks he under- 
took to rebuke the Senator from Indiana for alluding to the people 
of New Orleans as an armed mob. My heart was inclined to go ont 
with him in his effort to redeem the character of that people, and to 
vindicate them against the aspersion, and for a vay few seconds, or 
minutes perhaps, while he traveled in that direction I went with 
him hopefully ; I wasin hopes he would succeed; but when he turned 
abont to say that this man, Mr. Packard, who I understand to be one 
of “the pretenders” to the authority of governor there, had to take 
refuge in the capitol of the State, and dared not show himself to the 
people of New Orleans, it did not seem to me to make a very good 
character for that people. I do not suppose there is any crime to be 
alleged against this man Packard ; he is not an outlaw that I know 
of. If the people of New Orleans ure law-abiding why should any 
one hesitate to show himself before them? I believe it is said on the 
other side of the Chamber, and perhaps outside of this Chamber, that 
Mr. Packard is laying claim to an office to which he has no title in law. 
That same thing has been said, or something like that has been said, 
of the illustrious citizen who has just assumed the office of President 
of the United States; and yot in this community, which is no more 
than law-abiding and not all of it quite that, that citizen does not 
hesitate to show himself, and so far lives in spite of showing himself. 
How long I shall be able to say this, I do not undertake to predict at 
all; but it does seem to distinguish the character of the people in 
Washington from the character of the people in New Orleans as pre- 
sented by the Senator from Delaware himself. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. WALLACE] consent that the resolution offered by the Senator 
from California, [Mr. SARGENT,] as amended by the ator from 
New York, [Mr. CONKLING,] be regarded as the original resolution : 

Mr. WALLACE. I do. I accept it, 

Mr. WHYTE. Inasmuch as there are two propositions in this reso- 
lution, I ask for a division of the question, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator indicate the division 
desired by him? Under the rules, the question will be taken sepa- 
rately upon the preamble. 

Mr, WHYTE. I ask for a division upon the two resolutions. I 
propos that the vote on the last resolution shall be takon sepa- 
rately. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Clerk will report the preamble and 
resolutions, 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

Whereas, under the Constitution and the laws and the practice of the Senate, 
La Fayette Grover, claiming to be a Senator from the State of Oregon, his creden- 
tials being regular and in due form, and there being no contestant for the seat, aud 
there bene in said State but one body claiming to be the Legislature and but one 
person claiming to be the governor, and there being no doubt or dispute as to the 
existence of one legal State government, is entitled to admission to a scat in this 
body on the prima facie case presented by such credentials, notwithstanding tho 
objections contained in the petitions of citizens of the State of Oregon against his 
admission : Therefore. 

Resolved, That the credentials of 5 Grover be taken from the table and 


the oath of office be now administered to him. 
Resolved, further, That tho petitions of citizens of Oregon containing charges 


against La Fayette Grovor lie on the table until the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections is organized, when they shall bo referred to said committee, together 
with his credentials, with Instructions to investigate guch charges and report to 
the Senate as to their truth or falsity. 


Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, I shall vote for the preamble and 
the first resolution, and though I may be alonein casting my vote on 
the second resolution I shall vote against it; I shall vote against it 
for this reason: The practice of the Senate has been not to permit 
general, broad charges against any Senator to be the subject of con- 
sideration by this aly: I refer to the old practice. I refer to a case 
presented at a time when the democratic perty was in a majority in 
this body and certain members of the Pennsylvania ture made 
charges against a Senator who had been pocne e by the Legis- 
lature of that State, and when that Senator, indignant at the 
demanded himself that they should be investigated, insisted that they 
were false, and desired that the most thorough examination of them 
should take place, 15 although he was of a different political part 
from the tonfority te the Senate, that majority refused to go into — 5 
a general investigation and allow a roving commission to inquire into 
charges so lodsely made against a member of this body. 

It would be establishing a bad 1 to enter into any such in- 
vestigation. The charge of bribery withont specification against 
any gentleman claiming a seat in this body is too serious a one to be 
submitted to an investigation of the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections without the specification which would be required upon a 
court-martial. Icare not for any desire Governor Grover may have 
for an investigation, and a thorough and entire investigation, I am 
unwilling to treat these broad and loose charges with such consider- 
ation as willinvolvo an inquiry into them. 

If members of the Legislature of Oregon were bought, let the Legis- 
lature of Oregon inquire into that question and let them send to us 

roper and specific charges that we may then ascertain whether the 
8 15 our ge is Worthy of our e Spat hes 

expelled. charges in specific form, properly made. inst 

come here, I shall be ready to investigate them, and 7 are 
true as far as I can ascertain, I will be one of the first Senators to 
moye for his expulsion. But, Mr. President, the character of a Sena- 
tor ought to be protected unless charges are made in such a form as 
to involve in our judgment probable cause that they can be proved. 
I care not who else may vote against the second resolution, I shall 
record my vote against it, because according to the practice of the 
Bennie e such allegations as are made in this petition have bee 
rejected and not allowed to go to a committee of maoniy p 
. THURMAN. Mr. President, I said that I would vote for the 
second resolution ey because Governor Grover desired and invited 
an investigation, but I concurin every word that has been said by the 
Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Wurrk.] I do say that it is a most 
shameless thing and of bad example, upon vague, indefinite, and un- 
supported charges, to blacken the character of a member of this body 
by subjecting him to the necessity of investigation, and I shall be ex- 


tremely glad if the Senate, following its usage in the olden time, shall 
vote down this second resolution, 
Mr, SARGENT. Mr. President, I do not desire to discuss the truth 


or falsity of any allegation contained in the petition. The petition 
or memorial shows that a large number of the people of Oregon, 
whom I do not personally know, allege that it is generally believ 
that Mr, Grover was elected by bribery to the United States Senate. 
Whether this memorial comes with a due and careful observance of 
all the forms or not, might be a matter to decide a Senator's vote. If 
I were in the place of the individual thus AAEE should say, “I 
desire an investigation at the earliest moment.” Perbaps the only 
doubt as to my proposition would be whether the resolution ought 
not to be withdrawn and allow the swearing in totake place and then 
let the person most interested in it atonce request the Senate to au- 
thorize the committee to make the investigation. I have thought, 
however, that this was the better way in which it should be done, so 
as to relieve him of that necessity. If his friends insist that they do 
not want a 8 of this 1 aR pass, me er ‘gre 3 to SA 
main under the perhaps vague allegation of citizens m, let 
them say s0 cleny and eee If ae ec entirely satisfied 
that there should beno investigation unless the Legislature of Oregon 
shall come forward with a bill of indictment with everything stated, 
facts, places, names, circumstances, so that in the reading it there 
may be no mistake as to the most trivial circumstance connected 
with the alleged bribery, let them say so. I do not care to go into an 
investigation of this kind; but in order that the matter might be dis- 
of by the Senate so that we might get at business of considera- 

le importance, I pro this resolution. As it is, unless it is ex- 
pressly desired that the resolution shall be withdrawn and that there 
shall be no investigation of the matter, and unless that statement 
comes from the side of the Chamber on my left, I shall ask for a vote 
on the resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN. No friend of Governor Grover has suggested any 
opposition to an investigation on his account. The remarks of the 
Senator from Maryland were grounded upon what was applicable to 
every Senator and had no particular reference to this case. They 
were grounded upon the usage of the Senate that a person holding 
tho office of Senator of the United States shonld not have his char- 
acter blackened, his usefulness destroyed, and this body itself affected 
by charges against him made without the least particle of that par- 
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ticularity that would be required in the humblest justice’s court of 
the land, upoy mere hearsay. The remarks of the Senator from Mary- 
land were addressed to the honor and justice of the Senate, and not 
intended at all to shield Governor Grover from any investigation. I 
said I should vote for this resolution although Ido so with the greatest 
reluctance, but simply in deference to the sensibility of Governor 
Grover. My own judgment was that it would be almost a disgrace 
to the Senate to pass such a resolution bi 18 such a showing. 

Mr. BLAINE. I desire simply to avail myself of the opportunity 
before this subject away to send to the Secretary’s desk to 
hayé read a letter which I presume was addressed to me for the pur- 
8 being read here, (at all events Iwill construe it that way,) by 

Corbin, the senatorial claimant from South Carolina. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The letter will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

WASHINGTON, March 8, 1877. 


Dear Sm: Hon. William M. Evarts begs me to say Boge that he did not indorse 
the letter of Stanley Matthews to Governor Chamberlain te the extent implied by 
the 3 of Governor Chamberlain to me. That the letter was presented to 
him by Mr. Haskell, of South Carolina, and he wrote upon it subgtantially as fol- 


lows: 
letter, that he desired to see tho troubles in 


That he had read the foregoing 
South Carolina composed, and he desired to hear from Governor Chamberlain upon 


the subject. 


D. T. CORBIN. 
Ion. James G. BLAINE. 


Mr. BLAINE. It is proper to state for the information of those 
who may not know it, that Mr. Haskell, who was the bearer of this 
letter from Mr. Stanley Matthews and Mr. Evarts to Governor Cham- 
berlain, is the chairman of the democratic State committee of South 
Carolina. I have this moment received a tel m addressed to my- 
self which I shall also take the liberty of reading: 

New ORLEANS, March 8, 1877. 


Senator BAYARD is mistaken. In every 2 outside city, except the five bull- 
dozed parishes, in one of which our tax-collector has just been murdered, my gov- 
ernment is recognized by all save few pretended Ni officials, 

S. B. PACKARD. 


Mr. THURMAN. For the sake of completing the history of the 
South Carolina transaction, I wish the Senator from Maine would be 
good enough to give us Stanley Matthews’s letter. 


Mr. BLAINE. I would be very glad to give it if [had it, or if the 
Senator knows anything about where it is. 
Mr. PATTERSON, ell has it, 


Mr. BLAINE. Then it is in democratic hands. 

ec THURMAN. I thought it was addressed to Governor Cham- 
berlain. 

Mr. BLAINE. But it was a democratic emissary or agent who 
came to Washington for it. 


te THURM I suppose he delivered it to Governor Chamber- 
n. 
Mr. BLAINE. I suppose so, or Governor Chamberlain would not 


have telegraphed here in regard to it. The Senator from Ohio may 
not be aware that Columbia, South Carolina, is not so near as the 
Arlin Hotel is to the Capitol. The Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. PATTERSON] says that it is still more within the keeping of the 
democratic party, because it was a letter to Mr. Haskell, empowering 
him, as a minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary, to treat 
with Governor Chamberlain for a surrender of the State; and al- 
though I am not definitely informed, yet I understand it sufficiently 
to state it as arumor that a similar one was carried to New Orleans by 
a Mr. Burke, I believe. That is my information, although I do not 
state it asa fact. I believe in both cases it was understood that in 
the event of a surrender Packard and Chamberlain might be allowed 
to remain as residents, or if not that they would be guaranteed a safe- 
conduct out of their respective States. 

Mr. THURMAN. I beg leave to inquire of my friend, who is a dis- 
tinguished leader of his party and no doubt a supporter of the Ad- 
ministration, whether it is the practice already inaugurated of the 
Administration or of as intimate a friend of the Administration as 
Mr. Stanley Matthews, to choose democrats as envoys extraordinary 
and ministers Pa Ate pari to republicans ? 

Mr. BLAINE, Probably he could not find a republican who was 
willing to undertake the errand. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Will the Senate agree 
to the first resolution ? ; 

The first resolution was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is now upon the second 
resolution. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Let the second resolution be reported. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be read for information. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, further, That the petitions of citizens of Oregon containin: 
against La Fayette Grover lie os the table until the Committee on Privileges 
Elections is when they shall be referred to such committee, together 
with his credentials, with instruction to investigate such charges and to report to 
the Senate as to their truth or falsity. 
ae BOGY. I move that the resolution just read be laid on the 

e. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is not in order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Would it not take the first resolu- 
tion with it? 


Mr. HAMLIN. It wonld take the whole proposition. 

Mr. BOGY. Would it take the first resolution to the tablo? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It would take both resolutions. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I inquire of the Chair first, is not the rule 
that the preamble is to be voted upon last ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is, 

Mr. CONKLING. Second, is not the rule that the first resolution 
is to be voted upon first? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It has been voted upon first. 

Mr. CONKLING. And has been adopted ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It has been adopted. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg pardon of the Chair; it had escaped me. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is now, will the Senate 
agree to the second resolution: 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The ties and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOWE. I should like to have the memorial or remonstrance 
read once more which it is now proposed to refer, with the credentials, 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report it. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 
Whereas it is currently reported, and rally believed, that L. F. Grover, by 
N corrupt use of money, and other unlawful and dishonorable means, pro- 
cured his election to the Senate of the United States by the Legislature of the State 
of Oregon at its last session : 
And whereas the said L. F. eee to a corrupt scheme to defraud 


the State of 
fully, di 


y : 
said L. F. Grover did fraudulently undertake to sustain his said 
act by falsely testifying, as a witness concerning the same, before the Senate Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections on or about the 6th day of January, 1877: 
Now, therefore, we, the undersigned citizens of the State of earnestly but 
respectfully ask that the said L. F. Grover be denied a seat in the United States 
Senate as a Senator from the State of Oregon until the foregoing charges are thor- 


oughly investigated and disproved. 
15 M. L. WILMOT and others. 


Mr. HOWE. Now, Mr. President, let me say one word for the 
honor of the Senate, out of regard for its character and for its secn- 
rity. I understand the honorable Senator from Maryland to say, 
with the full indorsement of the Senator from Ohio, that the ac- 
cusation contained in that paper is not specific enough to warrant 
a reference aud an inquiry. I beg to say, with all the respect in the 
world for the opinions of my friends on the other side of the Chamber, 
that 1 must be allowed to differ from that opinion, I do not think 
that the honor of the Senate, I do not think that its good character, 
is to be preserved by our taking the position that there is not an ac- 
cusation there specific enough to warrant an inquiry. 

The claimant to a seat here, while acting as governor of the State 
of Oregon, I understand, did certify, in his official character and 
under the sanctions of a law, that a certain man had been chosen 
elector of President and Vice-President, and I understand that fifteen 
very distinguished gentlemen, jurists and statesmen, unanimonsly said 
that that certificate was not true. These memorialists say, if I under- 
stand the reading of the paper aright, that that was illogally issued, 
dishonestly issued, and corruptly issued. Perhaps better terms than 
those might be employed in framing an indictment; I can conceive 
a great many terms that would be employed by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Maryland and the honorable Senator from Ohio; bnt when 
employed for the mere purpose of conveying to the Senate a sugges- 
tion that a man who asks a seat here is not grounded in good morals, 
it seems to me to be adequate for that simple purpose. Iam dead- 
sure the Senator from Maryland, if those terms were employed 
touching any conduct of his, would say they were ample to put him 
on inquiry, were ample to require of him just what I understand 
the claimant now before the Senate asks in reference to himself; and 
I do not think it will do for the Senate itself to hold a stricter rule 
in regard to this matter; and I shall therefore vote for the reference 
of this resolution. 2 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, I was stating, when I first made the ob- 
jection to this resolution, the practice of the Senate, and upon the last 
occasion which I recollect in which that eee was brought into 
requisition the Senate, without even a division, refused to consider a 
petition of members of the Legislature by which the Senator has been 
elected, although, as I stated, he asked and demanded after he had been 
sworn in that the investigation be had. My objection is to adopting 
this resolution now. The memorial of citizens of Oregon lies upon tho 
table, and if, after the Senator from Oregon has been sworn in, he de- 
mands of the Senate of the United States an investigation, I will then 
vote for it; bnt until he takes his seat upon this floor and as a Sen- 
ator demands that investigation, I shall vote against any resolution 
looking for an investigation upon charges such as these. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I am authorized to state to the Sen- 
ate, and to the Senator from California who presented this resolu- 
tion, that it is the asl gs of Governor Grover to offer a resolution 
himself at the earliest opportunity given him in this body for the 
fullest investigation of all these and any other charges inst him. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, on that statement of the Senator 
— Delaware I will, with leave of the Senate, withdraw the last 
resolution. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. It can be done only by unanimous con- 
sent, the yeas and nays having been ordered. Is there objection ! 
The Chair hears none. The resolution is withdrawn. The question 
now is will the Senate agree to the preamble. 

The preamble was 5 1 95 to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Oregon, if in the Cham- 
ber, will present himself and take the oath of office. 

Mr. GROVER (escorted by Mr. Bod) advanced to the desk and the 
oaths rescribed by law having been inistered to him, he took his 


seat in the Senate. 
SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, at a former session of the Senate 
the credentials of J. B. Eustis, claiming to be elected a Senator from 
the State of Louisiana to fill a vacancy caused by the resignation of 
William Pitt Kellogg, who had been a Senator, were referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. That committee reported 
adversely to the right of Mr. Eustis to a seat upon the ground that 
the vacancy had been previously filled by the election of Mr. Pinch- 
back. 3 to that report the Senate decided that Mr. 
Pinchback had not been elected, and consequently decided against 
the ground upon which the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
had reported adversely to Mr. Eustis. It being now decided that 
there was a vacancy at the time that Eustis claims that be was elected 
to the Senate, I move that his credentials be taken from the files of 
the Senate and referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions when formed. T send a resolution'to the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio offers a resolu- 
tion which will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the credentials of J. B. Eustis, claiming to be a Senator from the 
State of Louisiana, be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Priv- 
jleges and Elections when that committee shall be appointed. 

Mr. MORRILL and Mr. SARGENT. Let that lie over. 

ane VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie over under the 
rule, 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Sonate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business, After 1 minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session the doors were re-opened, and (at four o clock and 
forty-eight minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


FRIDAY, March 9, 1877. 


eo: S. Merrion, of North Carolina, appeared in his seat 
ay. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. No unfinished business coming over from 
the session of yesterday, the Chair awaits the pleasure of the Senate. 


COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. SARGENT. I offer the following resolution: 


Ordered, That the Senate now proceed to the appointment of the standing and 
other committees of the Senate, z 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 
Mr, SARGENT. Loffer the following resolution: 


Ordered, That so much of the forty-sixth rule of the Senate as uires wad 
pointment of the standing and other committees to be made by ballot be suspended. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. SARGENT. I now offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the standing committees of the Senate be constituted as follows; 


On and Elections—Messrs. Morton, (chairman,) Mitchell, Wadleigh, 
Cameron of Wisconsin, McMillan, Hoar, Saulsbury, Merrimon, and Hill. 
On Foreign Relations—Messrs. of Pennsylvania, (chairman,) Morton, 


Hamlin, Howe, Conkling, McC „Bogy, Eaton, and Johnston. 
On „ 


airman.) Da F „Jones of Nevada, Al- 
lison, Howe, Bayard, Kernan, i Wallace: b bed 


e ee eee Windom, (chairman,) Sargent, Allison, Dorsey, 
Blaine, Davis of West Virginia, Withers, Eaton, and Beck. 
On OORUN Messrs. kling, 98 pencer, Burnside, McMillan, Pat- 


terson. Gordon, Ransom, and Randolp 
$ OR Manufactures—Messrs. Booth, (chairman,) Bruce, Rollins, Johnson, and Me- 
orson. 


On Agriculture—Messrs. Paddock, (chairman,) Sharon, Hoar, Davis of West Vir- 
ginia, and Gordon. 

On Milita: e e. A Sg (chairman,) ee Cameron of Penn- 
sylvania, Burnside, Teller, Plamb, Randolph, Cockrell, and Maxey. 

On Naval A fairs—Messrs. Sargent, (chairman,) Anthony, Conover, Blaine, Kirk- 
WO the Judiciary Mec Edmunds, (chairman,) Conkling, Howe, Christian 

ici essrs, Edmw an,) g. e, Cy, 

Davis of Illinois, Thurman, and McDonald. 

On Post Offices and Post-Roads—Measrs. Hamlin, (chairman,) Ferry, Jones of Ne- 
vada, Paddock, Conover, Kirkwood, Saulsbury, Maxey, and Bailey. 

On Public Lande Messrs. Oglesby, (chairman,) Paddock, Booth, Chaffee, Plumb, 
McDonald, Jones of Florida, Grover, and Garland. 


On Private Dand Olaims—Messrs. Thurman, (chairman,) Bayard, Bogy, Ed- 
munds, and Christiancy. 

On Indian Affairs—Mossrs, Allison, (chairman,) Oglesby, Ingalls, Saunders, 
Hoar, McCreery, and Coke, 

On Pensions—Messra. Ingalls, (chairman,) Bruce, Teller, Kirkwood, Davis of Nli- 
nois, Withers, and Bailey. 

On Revolu Olaims—Messrs, Johnston, (chairman,) Jones of Florida, Hill, 


2882 eln — * — McMillan, (chairman, ) Mitchell, Cam of Wisconsi 
eser n. eron nsin, 
s the District of DOMALA A Moears. Dorsey, (man) Spencer, Ingalls, Rol 
n u essrs, A cox, - 
lins, Saunders, Merrimon, and Barnum. f 23 
On Patents—Messrs. Wadleigh, (chairman,) Booth, Chaffee, Kernan, and Morgan. 
On Public Buildings and Ground Messra. Dawes, (chairman,) Morrill, Cameron 
.. (chairs) Christlancy, Cheffoa, Sanna 
essre. = 
Garland, Grover, and Hereford. 2 om ici 
On Railroads—Messrs. Mitchell, (chairman,) Howe, Dawes, Dorsey, Teller, Ferry, 
Morton, Ransom, Bogy um, and Lamar, 
On Mines and Min 5 Sharon, (chairman,) Chaffee, Kirkwood, Plumb, 


Hereford, Coke, and Hill. | 

On the Revision 15 the Laws of the United States—Mesers. Christiancy, (chairman, ) 
Ingalls, Davis of Illinois, Wallace, and Kernan. 

Education and Labor—Messrs. Burnside, (chairman,) Patterson, Morrill, 

Bruce, Sharon, Gordon, Maxey, Bailey, and. Lamar. 

On Civil Service and Retrenchment—Messrs. Blaine, (chairman,) Oglesby, Pat- 
terson, Booth, McCreery, Wh: and Beck. 
To Audit and Oont rol the 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate agree to the committees 
as ified in the resolution of the Senator from California? 

The resolution was to. i 

Mr. SARGENT. I offer the following further resolution: 


8 That the following select committees be appointed for the present ses- 


On the Levees of the Mississippi River—Messrs. Bruce, (chairman,) Blaine, Con- 
over, Cockrell, and Harris. 
To Examine the Several Branches of the Oivil Service—Mesars. Chatfoo, (chairman, ) 
Conkling, Windom, Merrimon, and 
‘Messrs, Cameron of Wisconsin, (chai: 


Eaton. 
On Tra tation Routes to the Seaboa r 
man,) Win Davis of West Virginia, Harris, La- 


mar, and Beck. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executivo business. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope the Senator will withdraw the motion for 
a moment. 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well. 

Mr. THURMAN, I do not pappone there will be any objection to 
acting upon the resolution that I introduced yesterday evening, merely 
to refer the credentials of J. B. Eustis to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senatorfrom California assent 
to the Pye of the Senator from Ohio? 

Mr. SARGENT. I yield for the purpose indicated. 

Mr. THURMAN, I do not want to say a word. Let the credentials 
be referred as a matter of course. 

Mr. SARGENT. I have no objection to the reference of the cre- 
dentials at all. 

The resolution was considered and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the credentials of J. B. Eustis, claiming to be a Senator from the 


State of Louisiana, be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections when that committee shall be appointed. 


CHARGES AGAINST SENATOR GROVER, 


Mr. SARGENT. I understand the Senator from Oregon [Mr. Gro- 
VER] desires to offer a resolution, and I yield to him. 

Mr. GROVER. Iofřer the following resolution, and ask for its 
present consideration: 


Resolved, That the thirteen memorials heretofore presented to the Senate by Hon. 
J. H. MITCHELL, purporting to be signed by 369 9 of the State of Oregon, ro- 
citing that it was currently re and generally believed that the election of 
L. F. Grover as a Senator of the United States was 8 by, bribery, corrap- 
tion, and other nnlawful means in tho iy meee esp of State of Oregon, and that 
the said L. F. Grover did corruptly and fraudulently issue a certificate of election 
to one E. A. Cronin as a presidential elector, on December 6, 1876, and that the 
said L. F. GROVER did bear false witness before the Senate ittee on Privi- 
leges and Elections, on or about January 6, 1877, be now referred to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections, who shall throughly investigate and report upon the 
foregoing charges, with power to send for persons and papers. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 


Conover, Burnside, Saun 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SARGENT. I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. ` 
The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 


sideration of executive business. After twenty minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were re-opened, and (at twelve o’clock and 
thirty-five minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned, 


40 ; 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


MARCH 14, 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, March 10, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRoN SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting, in r nse to a resolution of the 
Senate of the 2d instant, a copy of the final report, dated June 1, 
1574, of the operations of the troops in the Modoc country, by General 
Alvan C. Gillem, while under his command; which was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 


TELEGRAMS RELATING TO OREGON ELECTORAL VOTE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT also laid before the Senate the following 

communications; which were read: ; 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE WESTERN Uxion TELEGRAPH Company, 
New York, March 7, 1877. 

Sin: I take the liberty to hand you herewith a copy of a letter which Laddressed 
to Hon. Tuomas W. FERRY, President pro tempore of the Senate, on March 1 instant. 

Having received no reply from Mr. Feeny, and our Washington agent, Captain 
L. Whitney, having i formed me that the Secretary of the Senate has received no 
instructions on the subject, I now beg leavo to repeat the application previously 
made that the tel messages heretofore delivered tothe Committee of the 
Senate on Privil and Elections be returned to the come 
servant, 


m A 
I have the honor to with t res) ‘our o pad t, 
bey WIth Kea respect Your ATTAC ORTON, 
President. 


Hon. WILLIAM A. WHEELER. 
Vice-President of the United States. 


Executive OFFICE, WESTERN Union TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 
New York, March 1, 1877, 


Sin: Tn obedience to an order of the Senate, T cansed to be delivered in Jan 
last to Hon. OLIVER P. Morton, chairman of the Committee on Privileges an 
Elections, 9 messages in number supposed to be about thirty thousand. 
As the occasion to nse these messages is 3 to have already passed, and as 
the authority of the Senate committee over the subjects to which they were 5 
to relate will cease with the end of the t session, on or before the 4t 
of March instant, and as it is the duty of the officers and agents of e to 
take all proper means for protecting the confidential communications of the public 
intrusted to them for transmission by telegraph from unlawful and uno A 
exposure, I respectfully ask that an order be made directing the return of sai 


messages to the agent of this company at its principal office in Washington, or that 

they eng in the custody of the Seaver ae Senato to be securely kept 

until 5 ue “ot by the 8 agent. e 
vo the honor with great respect, your obedient servan 

í : WILLIAM ORTON, 


Ion. Tuomas W. FERRY, 
President of the Senate, do. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This communication will lie upon the 
table to await the future action of the Senate, 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was to; and tho Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After forty minutes spentin executive 
session the doors were re-opened, 

ADJOURNMENT TO TUESDAY. 

On motion of Mr. WHYTE, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day, it be to meet on Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. ALLISON, (at twelve o'clock and forty-five min- 
utes p. m. ) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, March 13, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and ap- 
proved. 


ELECTORAL COMMISSION PROCEEDINGS. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following resolutions; which were 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolvéd, That the volume containing the proceedings of the electoral commis- 
sion and of the two Houses in the counting of electoral votes, directed to be printed 
by a concurrent resolution of March 3, be prepared for publication under the direo- 

of the Committee on Printing. 

Resolved, That of the number of copies of said publication allotted to the Senate 
hy said concurrent resolution 200 copies be farnished to tho justices of the Supreme 
Court who were members of the electoral commission. 


HICKEY’S CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate: 


Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Senate be directed to purchase for the uso 
of the Li and committees of the Senate 500 copies of Lickey’s Constitution 
i hey can be p ata prico not exceeding 


of the United States: Provided, T 
$1.75 per copy. 


TELEGRAMS RELATING TO OREGON ELECTORAL VOTE. 
Mr. MORTON. I offer the following order: 


Ordered, That the 3 ai es referred to in the letter of William 
Orton, President of the Western Union Telegraph Company, be doposited in tho 
office of the Secretary of the Senate, to be by him delivered te Mr. Orton, upon his 
giving a receipt for the same. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I ask that that lie over to-day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The resolution will lio over, objection 
being made to its present consideration. 


ORDER OF PROCEEDING. 


Mr. BAILEY. I present a petition of James D. Porter, governor of 
Tennessee, and others, citizens of that State, praying an appropriation 
by Congress of $50,000 for the purpose of carry ng out the plan pro- 
pear. by Captain Howgate for the location of a colony far northward 
n the aretic regions for the successful explorations of those regions 
and for the discovery of the north pole. I ask that it be received and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question of the reception of this 
memorial, under the order made the other day, will lie upon the 


table. 
Mr. WALLACE, I ask for the following order: 
That W. 
eee e — pee! te Leamy have leave to withdraw his petition and papers 
Mr. CONKLING. That is legislative business. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT, The objection is well taken. 


RECESS. 


Mr. HAMLIN, (at twelve o'clock and thirty-one minutes p.m.) I 
move that the Senate take a recess for one-half hour, or, to be specific, 
until one o’clock. 

Mr, BLAINE. Is t half past one. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will take the longest time first, and say half past 
one. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Maine moves that the 
Senate take a recess until half past one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and at the expiration of the recess (at 
one o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.) the Senate re-assembled. 


EXECUTIVE’ BUSINESS, 


A message was received from the President of the United States, 
by Mr. WILLIAM K. RODGERS, his Secretary. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business, 

After thirteen minutes spent in executive session, the doors were 
re-opened, and (at one o'clock and forty-four minutes p. m.) the Senate 
adjourned. . 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, March 14, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, under the rules of the Senate a 
resolution offered must nnder a single objection lie over one day. 
desire to offer a resolution which I ask may lie upon the table in order 
that it may be called up at any day when 3 

The VICE-PRESIDE The Senator from California offers a reso- 
lution, which the Secretary will report for the information of the 


Senate. 
The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
RR That the Vice-President do now declare tho Senate adjourned without 


y. 

Mr: BLAINE. Will the Senator from California indicate at what 
time he expects to call up the resolution ? 

Mr. SARGENT. When the Senate shall finish its business. I do 
not expect to call it up to-day, but probably to-morrow or the next 
day. Imerely propose by having the resolution laid on the table that 
it may be call up when the Senate shall conclude its business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie on the table. 


NOTIFICATION TO TIE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. WHYTE. We have been waiting for some information now for 
several days, and I think it would be wise in the Senate to take some 
action in the direction of this resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee consisting of two Senators be appointed 3 
to wait upon the President of the United States and inform him that unless he may 
a? some further communication to make the Senate is ready to adjourn without 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to understand the effect of the reso- 
lution. In case we receive notice from the President that he has no 
further communication to make, the Senate would not adjourn sine 
die until after the other resolution should have becn taken up and 
acted on, I understand. 


1877. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Certainly not. 

Mr. BLAINE. That is right. 

Mr. SARGENT. With that understanding, I have no objection to 
the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The Vice-President appointed Mr. ANTHONY and Mr. WHYTE as the 
committee, 

COMPILATION OF STATE CONSTITUTIONS. 

Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution ; 

R That50 additional of the com of State Constitations and 
Colinial Charters be printed 8 for Fetes under the direction of the 
Senate Committee on Printing, to the secretaries of States and others who have 
aided in the preparation of the work. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I should like to have the resolution 
read again. I do not understand its full meaning. 
The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Lask the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Printing whether or not this publication is now in type. If it 
is not, fifty copies seem to be such an insignificant number that I 
think it would hardly be necessary to put the book in type for that 
number of copies. : 

Mr. ANTHONY. The book is not printed yet. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. What is the meaning of fifty addi- 
tional copies? Has there heretofore been a number ordered ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The printing has been ordered a long time. 

Mr.SARGENT. The ordinary nomber has been heretofore ordered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The ordinary number has been ordered to be 


printed, 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. For the nse of the two Houses? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yes. No resolution has been for the pub- 
lication of additional copies, but the work has n ordered to be 
printed for the use of Congress. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

PAY OF PAGES OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. WINDOM. I offer the following resolution, and ask that it lie 
on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is hereby, directed to pay 
the pages of the United States Senato full compensation for month ending 
March 31, A. D. 1877. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to ask the Senator from Minnesota, 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, if the committee clerks 
bey gal not 5 be added to the pages, so as to read “committee clerks 
and pages A 

Mr. WINDOM. The clerks are already provided for. 

Mr, SARGENT. Some of them are and some of them are not. 
Those that have been re-appointed of course are provided for, and 
their pay is not to be duplicated; but the others are not provided for. 

Mr. WINDOM. I am informed by the Serena t the new 
clerks will be paid from the 8th of this month till the end, and the 
old clerks to 8th; and that where a clerk held office during the 
winter and continues this month, he has his pay provided for already. 

Mr. SARGENT. It seems to me only just to the clerks who worked 
through the last winter, and who were not re-appointed, that they 
should receive pay for this month. 

Mr. WINDOM. Iam entirely willing that that amendment should 
be made if the case is not covered already. I supposed that that case 
was entirely covered by the existing law. 

Mr. OG BY. I will ask the Senator how it would be as in the 
case of the Committee on Public Lands, where a new clerk was = 
pointed two or three weeks ago in the place of the old clerk? Would 
that clerk holding two or three weeks in the old committee, and re- 
en now, w his pay right along ? 

. WINDOM. He would be entitled to pay from the former ses- 
sion to the Sth of the month. 

co Me anne Would he be entitled to pay to the end of this 
mon 

Mr. WINDOM. If re-appointed he would be. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The resolution will lie on the table, as 
requested by the Senator from Minnesota who offers it. 


TELEGRAMS RELATING TO OREGON ELECTORAL VOTE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair submits the order offered b 
the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] yesterday, which was lai 
upon the table under the rule. The Secretary will report it for the 
information of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

That the telegraphic dispatches referred to in the letter of William Or- 
ton, president of the Western Uniou Telegraph Company, be deposited in the of- 
fice of the Secretary of the Senate, to be by him delivered to Mr. Orton, upon his 
giving a receipt for the same, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate to this order? 

Mr. CONKLING, I should like to know to what the order relates. 
Other Senators may know; I do not. 

Mr. MORTON. e dispatches were placed in the hands of the 


Committee on Privileges and Elections under a demand of that com- 
mittee, aud the company is now entitled to have them returned, I sup- 


pose. 
~ The order was agreed to. 
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SENATOR FROM OREGON. 
Mr. MITCHELL submitted the following resolution for considera- 
tion: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Privil and Elections be authorized to des- 
ignate a subcommittee of three of its mem who shall have autbority to sit in 
vacation for the purpose of ee fi Here gam Aor making report to the full com- 


mittee at the commencement o: next session, in pursaance of the resolution of 
o au an investi eee eee La 
FAYETTE Grover, Senator from Oregon; and such subcommi: shall have all the 
and administer oaths that the full commit- 


wi 

— — arai for persons and papers 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. MORTON. If there are no other resolutions, I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After one hour and thirty minutes 
spent in executive session, the doors were re-opened. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the committee appointed to wait upon the 
President of the United States and inform him that unless he may 
havo further communication to make the Senate is ready to adjourn 
without day, reported that the committee had ormed the duty 
assigned them, and that the President had reped that he would 
probably not require the presence of the Senate longer than Saturday 
or possibly Tuesday next. 

THE CAPITOL GROUNDS. 
K Mr. MORRILL submitted the following resolution for considera- 
ion: 

Resolved, That the captain of the Capitol police be instructed to exclude from 
the Capitol grounds all wagons, drays, carts, omnibuses, and other heavily laden 
vehicles, except that the chariot line of omnibuses may be allowed to from B 
AS Deron 00 te otropk Soman Atueauy £0 Freed oe the cast side of the Capitol, and 

On motion of Mr, HAMLIN, (at one o’clock and forty-eight min- 
utes p. m.,) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE 
THURSDAY, March 15, 1877. 


The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION PROCEEDINGS. * 


Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred a resolution relative to propazin for publication 
the proceedings of the electoral commission of tho two Houses in 
the counting of electoral votes, and that two hundred copies of the 
number allotted to Senators be furnished to the associate justices of the 
Supreme Court who served on the electoral commission, to report it 
without amendment, and I ask for its present consideration. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolutions, as follows: 

Resolved, That the volume containing the proceedin electoral 
sion and of the two Houses in the counting of electoral 9 to ee 
by a concurrent resolution of March 3, be prepared for publication under the direc- 


tion of the Committee on Prin 3 
said publication allotted to the Senate 


Resolved, That of the number 1 of 
by said concurrent resolution 200 copies be furnished to the justices of the Supreme 
col on. 


Court who were members of the electoral 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to ask the chairman of the Committee 
on 1 many copies were designated for the Senate? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Iam not certain as to the number of copies des- 
ignated for the Senate, but it was quite a large number, I think twen- 
ty-five hundred. We cannot alter the resolution by taking from the 
whole number of copies. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I do not mean that, but I simply wanted to 
know what deduction this would make from the number for the Sen- 


ate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate agree to the resolutions 
reported from the Committee on Printing ! 

The resolutions were to. 

PAY OF PAGES OF THE SENATE. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate a reso- 
lation laid upon the table yesterday, submitted by the Senator from 
Minnesota, [Mr. WINDOM.] 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and ho is hereby, directed to pay 
tho pagos ot She United Stabes Seakte fall Csapemielion Ser: the mantles g 


The resolution was agreed to. 
CAPITOL GROUNDS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate a resolu- 
tion submitted yesterday by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. MORRILL. ] 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the captain of the Capitol police be instructed to exclude from 
the Capitol grounds all wagons, Arays, carts, omnibuses, and other heavily laden 
vehicles, except that the chariot lind of omnibuses may be allowed to from B 
— ené to B street south directly in front of the east side of the U pitol, and 
not elsewhere. 
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Mr. MORRILL. I ask that the resolution lie over until to-morrow. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie over on request, 
if there be no objection. 


SENATOR FROM OREGON. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following reso- 
lution, submitted yesterday by Mr. MITCHELL : 


Resolved, That the Committee eges 

ignate a subcommitteo of three of its members, who shall have au 

vacation for the purpose of 

mittee at the commencement ot 
an 


powers to send for persons and papers 
tee now has. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I hope the Senator from Oregon will not press 
that resolution this morning. The inquiry which is proposed by the 
resolution would necessitate a visit to the State of Oregon by a sub- 
committee of the Committee on Privil and Elections, or it would 
necessitate the bringing of witnesses from Oregon at an expense of 
at least $600 witness. Before we take that step we ought to have 
time to consider the proper mode in which to make this investigation. 
It would be at any rate a very expensive investigation to the Gov- 
ernment, whether the committee should go to Oregon or the witnesses 
should be brought here, There ought to be, therefore, I think, some 
Lae eyo as to the mode in which the investigation shall be 
conducted, before the matter is decided. I hope the Senator from 
0 will not press the resolution this morning. 

Me. MITC This investigation was ed for by my col- 
1 e; and I concluded, in justice to him and to all parties, that there 
ought to be some means provided by which the investigation could 
be made. My colleague himself has asked that there shall be a thor- 
ough investigation of these charges; and justice to him, as well as 
justice to the persons who have made the c requ if seems 
to me, that means should be provided now, ore we adjourn, by 
which the investigation can be made. That was the reason which in- 
duced me to offer the resolution 8 Whether it is necessary 
that a subcommittee shall go to Oregon I am not prepared to say; I 
do not think it is myself. resume the investigation can be made 
hero. Asa matter of course, it will involve some expense if witnesses 
areto be subpœnaed. I do not know who the witnesses are, or whether 
there are any witnesses, so far as that is concerned. 

I desire to state, in this connection, that personally I know nothin 
about these cha: in so far as they relate to the election of my col- 
league, except what has been presented to me by petitions. I have 

rformed my duty in presenting these petitions to the Senate, and 

aving them referred to the appropriate committee. My colleague 
has asked that an investigation be made; and, as I said before, I 
think, as a matter of justice to him and as a matter of justice to the 
rsons who have made the charges, and as a matter of justice to the 
8 and to all concerned, means should be provided now by which 
the investigation can be had. 

Mr. SAULSBURY, I will say to the Senator from O n that I 
have not inte an objection to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion this morning for the purpose of preventing an investigation at 
all. 

Mr. MITCHELL. No, I presume not. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I understand fully that this investigation has 
been invited by the Senator from progon (Mr. GROVER,] and I am 

rfectly willing to further his views in having an investigation made. 

he only point I make is that we ought to consider and consult in 
reference to how the investigation is to be made before such a resolu- 
tion as this is passed. I simply ask that it may lie over for the pres- 


ent. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I should certainly have no objection to 17 
it go over, except that there is a probability that the Senate will ad- 
journ at a 1 peny hour. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. There is no probability of the Senate adjourn- 
ing before to-morrow. 

r. MITCHELL. That being the case, I will consent that the mat- 
ter lie over 8 x 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over for to-day by 
9 

Mr. MITCHELL. L have in my hand twenty-one petitions from 
citizens of the State of O n, signed by 631 persons claiming to be 
citizens of that State, in which they ask that the charges preferred 

inst my colleague [Mr. GROVER] be investigated. I will state 
that the petitions are similar to those which I presented the other 
day, and I ask that they take the same course und be referred to the 
Committee on Privil and Elections. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petitions will be referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections unless there be objection to 
that disposition of them. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. MORTON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After fifty minutes spent in execu- 
tive session the doors were re-opened, and (at one o’clock and ten 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


FRIDAY, March 16, 1877, 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


THE CAPITOL GROUNDS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution offered by the Senator 
from Vermont, [Mr. MORRILL, I which comes over from the session of 
yesterday, the Secretary will report for the information of the Senate. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

That the of the Cay 0 nde 
aro — — 9 — pitol police be instructed to excl from 
vehicles, except t 
street north to B street 
not elsewhere. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I am persuaded that this resolu- 
tion, or something like it, ought to pass. Certainly, all business 
teams for traffic, heavily-laden vehicles, ought to be excluded from 
these tracks and pavements that are calculated merely for the use of 
the Capitol grounds and for the convenience of those who are ap- 

ing the Capitol ateither end. It is certain that at the present 
time all the coal-carts and carts laden with dirt and stone, and vari- 
ous other vehicles, are transported through the shortest channels, in 
order to reach their destination, and of course they cross the public 
grounds both east and west. 

The company that owns the chariot line, as I understand, has four- 
teen omnibuses. There are always at least two of them on the front 
track in front of us on the east, which is something of a nuisance, 
and going once in six minutes there are at least one hundred and fifty 
and possibly two hundred vehicles of that sort which pass over tho 
track daily. Of course, they wear out the new pavements more than 
all other vehicles that pass over them. But as it is probable that we 
shall have an extra session of Congress at an early day, I will not 

ress the resolution this morning. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will then lie on the table, 
if there be no objection. 

Mr. CONK G. Before the resolution passes by, I should like to 
ask a question. The presence once in six minutes of a chariot on 
this hill proves that there is somebody to ride in that chariot. We 
know that it isa cheap and popular mode of transit, I with 
the Senator from Vermont in thinking that the pavements ought to 
be protected ; but, after this resolution was offered, in walking down 
I looked to see how the chariots could mount the hill unless they came 
within the ground protected by the terms of the resolution, and I 
noticed that running up parallel with this Chamber, (the name of the 
street I do not know,) is a street paved with stone, not very smooth] 
paeo; on which street, from the Avenue, it would be pretty difficult 

r any vehicle to get. Thus it seems to me if chariots are excluded 
from this winding road on the outside of the Capitol grounds, they 
cannot get here at all, 2 by going at right-angles to this stone- 
ates street and then climbing that. I submit to the Senator from 

ermont that that would be a serious inconvenience, not only to the 
chariot proprietors, but to the gest numberof people, for there must 
be a great number, who make it necessary for those chariots to pass 
and repass every six minutes, 

I su t this in order that if there be any mistake about my ap- 

rehension, the Senator may correct me; and that ho, who has better 
ow of this subject than I have, may consider whether there 
ought not to be, (at least until the jaws of the street below the Avenue 
are cut off as they eventually are to be,) some provision by which the 
chariots that come up to the head of Pennsylvania avenne, to that 
narrow throat-way to which the trams lead, may be able to come up 
the hill in some reasonably easy way, in some way except to go o 
over a broken wooden pavement, out of their way, and reach a stone 
pavement, and then making a right angle, come up the hill over 
those stones. It seems to me that would be rather a hard regulation, 
not only for the owners of the chariots but for the great number of 
people unable peers most of them to provide private carriages, who 
are able for only five cents to ride with nearly as much comfort as 
their more favored neighbors, who are able to ride in their own car- 


rin 
Mr. MORRILL. There was no desire on the part of 1 to 
prevent competition by this line, and it was not pro to exclude 
them from coming directly across on the east front of the Capitol. 
When the railroad tracks were removed, the railroad company was in- 
exorably required to go beyond the grounds of the Capitol. It was 
thought, therefore, that we should E the same privileges to one 
as to another. Ithink myself that if the part of the street referred 
to upon the west side was laid with pavement instead of wholly in 
Belgian block, it would be better; but it was never proposed to give 
them any less rights than the railroad companies ha ve. 

Mr. CON G. Will the honorable Senator tell me, before he 
takes his seat, what under this resolution would be the route of the 
chariots after they arrive at the Capitol gate, as it used to be called, 
below here? How would they get across, going northwardly, and 
then how come easterly ? 

Mr. MORRILL. They, of course, would havo the same right that 
the present railroad company have, but they would have to make a 
turn at right angles down at the foot of the street. 


omnibuses may à 
south directly in front of the east side of the Capitol, and 
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Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator know the condition of that 
pavement which runs north from Pennsylvania avenue? 

Mr. MORRILL. Iam sorry to say I know it too well. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then I must say, if that be the route the char- 
iots are to.take, this resolution would amount practically toa prohibi- 
tion of their coming farther with ngers than the foot of Capitol 
Hill, for I undertake to say that if they were required to drive across 
that pavement, as it now is, and as it now is occupied, and then to 


in the form of affidavits, and it was stated that the Committee on 


Privileges and Elections might take evidence by deposition, I suppose 
before some judicial officer. That is all the practice I know of in the 
Senate bearing on point. 

Mr. CONKLING. I suggest to my colleague one or two distinctions. 
I repeat again I oe no opinion about this matter but merely 
make a su on for the consideration of Senators. This is an ex- 
ecutive session of the Senate. The Senate has no legislative power 


make the right sage they could not drag up over the rough pave- | at all; it has no power, as I understand it, in any except touch- 
ment on the street to which I before referred. It may be Be pavo- ing matters concerning its own organization, which are matters of 
ment; perhaps it is, but itis not the Belgian pavement, Mr, i- | privilege (and I know in a general sense this falls within that descrip- 


dent, which you and I are accustomed to ride over in some of the 
cities of our State. It is a very rugged, hard pavement; it isa very 
uncomfortable one to drive passengers over. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to ask the Senator from Vermont 
whether this resolution has been reported from the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds? 

Mr. MORRILL. No, sir, it was not; and it is not pressed for action 
now. Ihave already stated that I shall not press the resolution for 
action until the next session of Con 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I was going to suggest to the chairman of that 
very important committee, of which I have the honor to be a mem- 
ber, the propriety of a reference to the Committee on Public Build- 
inge and Grounds. 

Ir. MORRILL, I would have no objection to such a reference. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie upon the table 
for the present, if there be no objection. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. That will do. 


SENATOR FROM OREGON. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following reso- 
lution submitted by Mr. MITCHELL on the 14th instant : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privil and Elections be authorized to des- 
ignate a subcommittee of three of its mem who shall have authority to sit in 
vacation for the purpose of taking testimony and making report to the full com- 
mittee at the commencement of the next session, in pursuance of the resolution of 
the Senate authorizing an investigation into certain charges against La 
FAYETTE Grover, Senator from Oregon; and such subcommittee shall have all the 
porsa ages tor persons and papers and administer oaths that the full commit- 

now 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to offer a substitnte for the resolution. 
I move to strike out all after the word “resolved” in the resolution 
and insert: 

That the Committee on Privileges and Elections, to which was referred a reso- 
lution of the 8 g tothe election of La FAYETTE Grover as Senator from 
the State of reepa; be, and the said committes is, instructed to appoint the judge 
of the fourth Aan emg of said State a commissioner to take testimony relat- 
ing to the referred to in said resolution, and tho said commissioner so ap- 
poe shall have power and authority, and it shall be his duty, to issue subpmnas 

‘or witnesses as well on behalf of the said La FAYETTE GROVER as against him, and 
to give dno notice of the time and place when and where the testimony will be 
taken. Tho testimony so taken shall be forwarded to the said committee, which 
pyres: the same, with their conclusions thereon, at the next regular session 


I see that the Senator from Oregon who offered the resolution is not 
resent. In his absence I do not desire to press the substitute which 
Gare offered. I hope, therefore, that the resolution will lie over for 

the present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The whole subject will lie on the table 
to await the future action of the Senate, if there be no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before this matter passes away, I venture to ask 
one question of the Senator from Delaware, if he be the author of 
this proposition. It is this: can the Senate without the House, the 
Senate by its sole action, empower a commissioner or a judicial offi- 
cer, or anybody else, except a committee of this body, to administer 
an oath, or to take testimony, or to do any other act which by law 
he is not now empowered to do? I ask this question not by way of 
opposing this substitute. I know nothing about the merits of it, and 
express no opinion upon it; but I merely suggest that the question 
may be worth considering. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I will say to the Senator from New York that 
upon consultation on that point with other members of this body, I 
understand there is some division of opinion in the Senate, but that 
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee has expressed the opinion 
that the Senate could of its own motion appoint a commissioner au- 
thorizing him to teke testimony. I supposed the question would 
arise, and I am not prepared to express any opinion as to the powers 
of the Senate on the subject; but I apprehend that the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, without such a resolution, at its own option, 
has the poser to have this testimony taken by a commissioner}; pro- 
vided, of course, the oath should be administered by somebody au- 
thorized to administer an oath. I am not sure that thé commissioner 
here named could be authorized by the Senate to administer an oath ; 
but he is already a judicial officer, and under his powers as a State 
officer he would have the authority to administer oaths to witnesses 
in this case, I ng eee Still I say very frankly to the Senator from 
New York that I have not given the question such consideration as 
to enable me to express any decided opinion upon it, 

Mr. KERNAN. the Senator from Delaware will allow me, I will 
state a precedent for this action. He will remember that a resolu- 
tion was passed early in the session authorizing the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections to examine into matters in the Southern 
States. As the resolution was first reported, the testimony was to be 


tion) and executive business, advising the President whether men 
should be appointed to office, and consenting to that appointment. 
The statement of this, I think, su ts some distinctions between 
what may be done in this session and what may be done in another. 
Again, when the Senate by a resolution authorizes anybody, a pri- 
vate p if you choose, to go before judicial officers and take depo- 
sitions, giving notice and so on, as is provided by statute, that might 
be competent, although it might not be competent for the Senate 
alone, and especially the Senate sitting as it sits now, to empower 
an officer, a commission, to go on himself and conduct an investiga- 
tion, and undertake to equip him with power to send for persons and 
papers, to issue subpœnas duces tecum, to issue subpœnas of other sorts, 
in eases in which by law he has now no such power. When you say 
that depositions may be taken before a man authorized by law to 
take depositions, and when you say that a committee of the Senate 
may be one of the parties to go to him and invoke his powers, and 
there appear by counsel or otherwise to be heard in the ng of dep- 
ositions, that is one thing; but when you undertake to create au- 
thority as broad and original, as I suppose from listening to the pro- 
substitute, this authority would be, it occurs to me that there 
is a question which it may be worth while to consider. 
Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After one hour and fifty minutes 
ut in executive session the doors were re-opened, and (at two 
clock and ten minutes p. m.) the sang adjourned. 


* 


IN SENATE. 


BATURDAY, March 17, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of 1 0 procondin gs was read and approved. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. here comes over from the session of 
yesterday as the unfinished business the resolution of the Senator 
from Oregon, [Mr. MITCHELL. J 


REPORT OF THE MONETARY COMMISSION. 
Mr. BOGY. With the consent of the Senator from Oregon, I wish 
to offer a resolution, which I will read; it explains itself: 


Resolved, That 10,000 copies of the report of the monetary commission, but not 
inclading the tables and 8 be printed for the use of the Senate. 


I will state that I have seen the members of the Committee on 
Printing and they all favor the panne of this report. I have also 
ascertained the cost of printing the report, not including the appendix 
and the tables, and the ten thousand copies will cost about $450. I 
will further state for the information of Senators that there is an im- 
mense demand for this document. I therefore introduce this resolu- 
tion. and move its reference to the Committee on Printing. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SENATOR FROM OREGON. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the following resolution, 
submitted by Mr. MITCHELL on the 14th instant: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Privil and Elections be authorized to des- 
ignate a subcommittee of three of its mem „ who shall have authority to sit in 
vacation for the purpose of taking testimony and making report to the full com- 
mittee at the commencement of the next on, in pursuance of the resolution of 
the Senate authorizing an investigation into certain charges 33 against LA 
FAYETTE GROVER, from Oregon; and such subecmmittee shall have all the 
powers 1 for persons and papers and iter that the full commit- 
tee now 


The pending question being on the amendment of Mr. SAULSBURY, 
to strike out all after the word “ resolved” and insert : 


That the Committee on Privileges and Elections, to which was referred a reso- 
lution of the Senate relating to the election of LA FAYETTE GROVER as Senator from 
the State of 8 be, and the said committee is. instructed to appoint the judge 
of the fourth ju district of said State a commissioner to take testimony relat- 
ing to the matters referred to in said resolution, and the said commissioner so ap- 

inted shall have porer and authority, and it shall be his duty, to issue subpænas 
for witnesses as well on behalf of the said La FAYETTE GROVER as against him, and 
to give due notice of the time and place when and where the testimony will be 
taken. The testimony so taken be forwarded to the said committee, which 
5 report the same, with their conclusions thereon, at the next regular session 

© Senate. 


Mr. MITCHELL, An amendment to the substitute would be in 
order, I presume! 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It would. 


- tingent fund of tho Senate upon vouchers to 
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Mr. MITCHELL. Upon consultation, I believe itis agreed that the 
following amendment may be made tothesubstitute; Ithink there 


willbe noo position to it. I move to strike out all after the word 
od 3 in the amendment of the Senator from Delaware and 
insert: 

To appoint from its members a subcommittee of three, whoshall take testimony 
relating to the matters referred to in said resolution and report to the fall commit- 
toc on the first Monday in next; an] for such purpose such subcommit- 
tee shall have power to sit in vacation; and if they deem expedient, g to the 
State of Oregon ; and such snbcommittee shall have power to employ a clerk, ste- 
ck Soe spon and sergeant-at-arms, and shall have all the powers of the general com- 
mittee to administer oaths and send for persons and papers; and the expenses of 
such committee, not exceeding $10,000; shall be 1 5 out of the contingent fund 
of the Senato, upon vouchers to be presented by chairman of such committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The guestion is on the amendment pro- 

osed by the Senator from Oregon to the amendment offered by the 

ator from Delaware. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President 

Mr. MITCHELL. If the Senator from West Virginia will allow 
me a moment, I desire to say that my colleagne has intimated to me 
that this amendment will be satisfactory to him. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I cannot help expressing my sur- 
prise at the large amount of money asked for. I know not what the 
wishes of all concerned are as to the investigation—to that point I 
am not now addressing myself—but it appears to me that for the 
Senate to appropriato $10,000 for a commission to roam over the coun- 
try during the recess of Congress is monstrous. Ten thousand dol- 
ane t? Oram I mistaken in the amount that the resolution 

or 

Mr. MITCHELL, Mr. President 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Oregon 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have the floor, I believe. 

Mr. M ITCHELL. I understood the Senator to make an inquiry. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair so-understood the Senator. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If the Senator has the floor to an- 
swer my inquiry, of course I give way. 

Mr. MITCHELL, I certainly supposed the Senator from West 
Virginia was making an inquiry of me, or I should not have risen. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Chair put that construction upon it. 

Mr. MITCHELL, If the Senator has no question to ask of me, of 
course I have no response to make. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator knows very well that 
vis I said was pleasant. If he desires to answer my inquiry I will 

eld. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Certainly, and what I said was eqnally pleasant. 
There is no feeling; none whatever. I rose, and I understood the 


Senator from West Virginia to criticise the fact 
$ The VICE-PRESID . The Senator from West Virginia has tho 
oor. 


Mr. MITCHELL. Certainly; I yield. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask the Clerk to read the latter 
pan of the amendment of the Senator from Oregon again, that 

may see if I am mistaken in the amount of money asked; and, 
also, what employés are called for. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the latter part 
of the amendment to the amendment. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Such subcommitte, shall have power to sit in vacation and, if they deem expedi- 
ent, go to the State of O; ; and such subcommittee shall have power to baw ats 
a clerk, st her, sergeant-at-arms, and shall have all the powers of the 
general committee to administer oaths and send ae porera and pores and the 
expenses of such subcommittee, notexceeding $10,000 shall be out of the con- 

mer bag presented by the chairman of such 
com 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand it is the wish of the 
Senator from Oregon to whom the resolution refers [Mr. GROVER] to 
havea 1 investigation. Therefore I have N e bay say upon 
that branch of the subject. I think his wishes ought to be consulted 
as wellas those of others who desire the investigation to be made ; 
but what I do object to is the appropriation of $10,000 to be expend- 
ed by a subcommittee for pu unknown, to go any where and 
every where they may think proper over the country, and to take 
with them different employés. The amount is too large. A portion 
of the employés provided for I think are T deraan ; and as a reso- 
lution in that form should not be passed, I must object, no matter 
whose wishes I interfere with, to any provision of it which causes a 
large expenditure from the Treasury. 

Mr. MORTON, Mr. President, if the purpose is to have a full and 
fair investigation the amount 27 e ought to be large enough 
to cover the contingencies of such an investigation. I puppona it is 
to be presumed that the committee will act with ordinary discretion, 
and not seek to squander the public money, If the investigation 
should require but $5,000, the appropriation of $10,000 would do no 
harm; but if more than $5,000 should be 15 and it were not ap- 
propriated, the investigation would fail. If the purpose is to have a 

‘ull and fair investigation, (and I assume that to be the fact,) then the 
appropriation ought to be e enough to cover what may possibly 
be the 3 of such an investigation. It is much et to go 
there with the officers than to bring the witnesses here. e con- 
ducted the investigation during the last session and brought many 
witnesses hero from Oregon at a very great expense, an expense I 
should think of $25,000 or $30,000. 


Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator from Indiana to insert 
after the words “$10,600,” the words “or so much thereof as may bo 
necessary.” 

Mr. MORTON. Precisely; that is the meaning. 

Mr. MITCHELL. That is the resolution now. 

Mr. MORTON. That would be the construction of it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That would bo the necessary con- 
struction; but I submit to the Senator from Indiana whether or not 
it is necessary to take a deputy sergeant-at-arms and a clerk, as well 
as a stenographer, from here to Oregon. It appears to me that one 
person is sufficient, and that it is not necessary to have half a dozen 
persons, to go from here to Oregon at a large expense to the Govern- 
ment. I move to strike out “clerk and sergeant-at-arms.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Another amendment is not now in order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I give notice that I shall move when 
an id Hoary pd offers to strike out “sergeant-at-arms and clerk,” 
which wonld leave a stenographer, and that, I think, is sufficient. 

Mr. MORTON. I suppose that every committee of this kind has to 
have a se nt-at-arms. The officers named are the usual officers. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. . The question is, Will the Senate agreo 
to the amendment proposed by the Senator from Oregon [Mr. Mrron- 
ELL] to the amendment offered by the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 
SauLsbuny 71 : 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Would the resolution still be amend- 
able if that amendment should be to? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Two amendments are now pending. 
One mnst be dis lof before another is in order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understood the Chair to submit 
the question on the resolution of the Senator from Oregon, [ Mr. MITCH- 


ELL. 

Ties VICE-PRESIDENT. Which is an amendment to that offered 
by the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. SauLsnunx, ] which is an amend- 
ment to the original resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Then, if I understand correctly, if 
that be agreed to, the resolution will be then still further amend- 

b è 


able? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. After that shall be agreed .to, another 
amendment will be in order. Tho question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Oregon to the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware, 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I now move the amendment I be- 
fore indicated. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from West Virginia [Mr. 
Davis] now moves to strike ont the words which will be reported. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I raise the point of order that as the Senate 
has just passed npon the latter part of the resolution and those words 
have been inserted, it is not in order to amend that which has been 
adopted. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair overrules the point of order 
taken by the Senator from Delaware. The question is upon tho 
amendment proposed by the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. Davis] 
to the amendment of the Senator from Delaware, [ Mr. SAULSBURY, ] as 
amended on the motion of the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. MITCHELL. ] 

Mr. SARGENT and others. Let it be reported. 

Mr. MITCHELL, I should like to hear that. 

The CHIEF CLERK. The amendment of the Senator from Delawaro, 
(Mr. SAULSBURY, ] as amended, now reads: 


arms, and shall haveall 
and send for ns 

ceeding $10, 
ers to be presented 

Mr. SAULSBURY. What was the ruling on my point of order? I 
did not understand the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair overruled the point of order 
of the Senator from Delaware under the new rules of the Senate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. With due deference to the Chair, I do not 80 
understand the law to be. I think when the Senate has passed upon 
an amendment which has become part of the original resolution, then 
it is not in order to amend the words which have been inserted by 
vote of the body. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the Chair will indulge me, I should like to hear 
the new rule of the Senate read under which the ruling is made. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read tho thirty-first 
tule of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

31. If the question in debate contain several propositions, any Senator may havo 
the same divided, except a motion to strike out and insert, which shall not bo 
divided; but the rejection of a motion to strike out and insert ono proposition shall 
not prevent a motion to strike out and insert a different proposition; nor shail it 
prevent a motion simply to strike out; nor shall the rejection of a motion to strike 
out prevent a motion to strike ont and insert, But pending a motion to strike ont 
and the part to be stricken out and the part to be inserted shall cach be reo- 

ed for the purpose of amendment as a question; and motions to amend the part 
bo stricken out shall have precedence. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question being uponthe amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. SAvLSBURY, ] as amended, which 
the Chair rules is subject to amendment, the Senator from West Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Davis] offered an amendment, which is now the pending 

uestion. 

T Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I believe, after consultation with 
Senators near me, that the sergeant-at-arms probably is necessary, 
if a subcommittee is to go to Oregon; but whether a clerk, stenog- 
rapher, and se t-at-arms are all n is a question upon 
which Senatorsdiffer. I will modify my amendment so as to strikeout 
“clerk,” and that will leave a sergeant-at-arms and a stenographer, 
each to go, and certainly those two ought to be ADE A 

Mr. MORTON. I would say to my friend, having some little 
experience on committees, that the committee require a clerk and that 
the stenographer will not perform that duty and cannot. The ste- 
nographer will have every moment of his time occupied, and will not 
act as clerk, and cannot. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I modify my amendment so as to 
strike out the clerk, on which I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. On the amendment of the Senator from 
West Virginia oe Davis] to the amendment of the Senator from 
spedei [Mr. SAULSBURY] as amended, the yeas and nays are de- 
manded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. In the first place I am 14 e to the appoint- 
ment of any committee to go to Oregon, but if thé committee goes it 
is necessary for it to have enough assistants to perform its duties. I 
am always in favor of Conoy I think, as my brother Senators will 
bear me out in saying; but I do not see how a committee can prop- 
SAT . inast its duties without a clerk or some poreon who can be 

upon to perform that special service. The fact is, the arrange- 
ment here is rather an economical one, judging by what has taken 
place in regard to other committees. The Lonisiana committee bad 
a corps of 85 and they had clerks besides. s 

Mr. MITCHELL. There were three subcommittees, 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Yes, sir; and one stenographer is to perform the 
service of this committee. It is therefore a very economical arrange- 
ment. While I would be very glad that there should be no necessity 
for this committee to go to Oregon, yet if they go, it is absolutely 


n that they should have proper assistants. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have no wish in this matter to 
offer unn objections; I have no desire to inte: anything 


rpose 
that would cripple this committee; but I submit to the Senate that 
here is a committee to many thousands of miles from this Capi- 
tol, and $10,000 is named in the resolation as the amount to bear the 
expenses. It is to be a committee of three Senators, They are to 
have with them, according to the resolution as it now stands, a ste- 
nographer, a sergeant-at-arms, and aclerk. It is clear to my mind 
that either the stenographer or the sergeant-at-arms could do what 
little clerking is to be done, and the large expense of a clerk ought 
not, I think, to be incurred. If it was near here and convenient, or if 
there was a t amount of work to be performed, a large inquiry 
to be made, the case would be different; but here is an inquiry to 
made upon what? Upon the mere charges of some persons to the 
Senate by petition; it is an inquiry coming from no official source 
certainly; and yet $10,000 is to be expended for that purpose, and an 
unnecessary number, as I think, of employés are to follow the com- 
mittee. My motive in asking for the yeas and nays, I will say to 
Senators, is simply that I think here is an opportunity for economy. 
If there are to be six pomana and it costs $10,000, if you will reduce 
the force by one and still give all the help that is necessary, of 
course you reduce just in proportion one-sixth of the traveling and 
other expenses. 

Mr. SARGENT. If it should cost $100,000 to vindicate the char- 
acter of a member of the Senate from the charge of bribery, or if it 
should cost $100,000 to purge the Senate from a member who got his 
place here by bribery, it would be a cheap expenditure of money in 
either event. I have no doubt that it is the desire that the exami- 
nation shall be thorough and faithful, on both sides of the Chamber, 
and that it shall do justice to a brother Senator, clear him if he so 
deserves, and reveal the truth in any event. Now, my experience 
5 committees of investigation is that such a committee cannot be 
eflicient without the officers named. It makes no difference whether 
it be a committee of fifteen members or a committee of three mem- 
bers, certain duties are to be discharged. A sergeant-at-arms is nec- 

to handle the money, to make arrangements with reference to 
travel, to subpœna witnesses, and to perform acts of that character. 
A clerk is necessary to keep the accounts of the committee, to make 
out vouchers, to assure the chairman of his attention to those mat- 
ters, that they are p rly attended to, and not intrust them to the 
sergeant-at-arms who has the handling of the money, so that it shall 
not be the same person who will make out the vouchers and pay the 
money on which those vonchers stand. The duties are entirely dis- 
tinct. With reference to the stenographer, if the committee does its 
work, he will be so fully employed that he will have no time for 
clerical duties. He is required to take down the notes of the testi- 
mony of the witnesses poring the sessions of the committee, and to 
write them out at night in order that there may not be too much de- 
lay in the report of the committee and in getting the testimony into 
you 


print. Furthermore, there is no scale of compensation whic 


can fix fora stenographer acting as a clerk. The e cig a under 
the law receives so much per page for the matter which he reports. 
How are yeu going to pay him as a clerk on an estimate of pages, 
reckoning by the page, or pay him in any way in which the law 
states he shall be paid? It seems to me that, in order to make this 
inquiry efficient, the committee should have the ordinary officers. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have no wish to prolong the de- 
bate; but Ishould like to say to my friend from California, who pre- 
sents the question as if we were objecting to having an examination 
made, that certainly he is mistaken in that. Nobody has objected to 
it, for it is well known that one objection would have prevented the 
resolution ing. Farther than that, the Senator falls into an error, 
or I did. The Sergeant-at-Arms is the person who it was supposed by 
myself could act as clerk, and not the stenographer, as the Senator 
supposed, 
s Tho y tann being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 10, nays 
j as ; 


llows: 
Messrs. Beck, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Harris, Hereford, Hill, 


YEAS— 
AA YS Mens ANis 5 th Roa D aed, Bilal Bogy, Chaffee, Christiancy, 
essrs, son, Anthony, ne, A 
Con Davis of Illinois, Dones Eaton. Garland, Hamlin, Inga s, Johnston, 
Jones of Nevada, MoMillan, Maxey, Mitchell, Morrill, Morton, Oglesby, Paddock, 
Patterson, Plumb, Randolph, Rollins, Sargent, , Saunders, Spencer, Teller, 
Wadleigh, and Windom—s, 
ABSENT— Messrs. Bailey, Barnum, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsyl- 


vanis, Cameron of Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Dawes, Edmunds, Ferry, 
Gordon, Grover, Hoar, Howe, Jones of Florida, Kernan, Kirk Lamar, Melon. 
ald, Merrimon, ‘Morgan, Ransom, Sharon, Sherman, Thurman, Withers—29, 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Inasmuch as it is decided that the amendment 
of the Senator from Oregon is amendable, I offer the following 
amendment. At the close of that amendment insert: 

And that the said L. F. Grover shall be notified of the sessions of the said sub 
committee, with the right to be present at the examination of witnesses, 

Mr. MITCHELL. I accept that amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment to the amendment is 
accepted, The question now is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Delaware as amended by the amendment of the Senator from 
Oregon, which will be read for the information of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


That the Committee on Privil 


8 December next; and for such purpose such subcommittee shall havo 


gon; and such subcommittee shall have power to employ à clerk, stenographer, 
and sergean 0 committee to ad- 
minister oaths and send for pee and pa ; and the apane of such sub- 
committee, not exceeding $10,009, shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate upon youchers to be presented by the chairman of such committee ; and 


that the said L. F. Grover be noti of the sessions of the said subcom- 
mittee, with the right to be present at the examination of witnesses. 


Mr. WALLACE. I move to strike out all of this resolution that 


be | authorizes the subcommittee to go to Oregon. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania to the amendment. 

Mr. SARGENT. Is it proposed to bring witnesses from Oregon here? 

Mr. SAULSBURY,. I hope the amendment of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania will not es This is an investigation which is to 
affect a Senator in this body. There will be no economy in compelling 
an examination into this question to take place in the city of Wash- 
ha Every witness will be compelled by subpœna to come here 
to be examined at.a cost to each witness of about $600, as I am in- 
formed. In the interest of economy, therefore, it will be much cheaper 
for the committee to go to Oregon. I should regret exceedingly the 
necessity for any committee to go. 

Mr. MORTON. It will cost about $650 for each witness coming 
here from Oregon. 

Mr, SAULSBURY. Then, as a matter of economy, it is much 
cheaper for a committee of three, accompanied by a sergeant-at-arms, 
stenographer, and clerk, to go to Oregon and make the investigation 
there than it is to bring all the witnesses from Oregon here. Again 
this examination is in reference to a question affecting the senatoria 
character of a member of this body. You can all see to what a dis- 
advan that Senator might be placed by an investigation at this 
point. Some witness with perjury on his lips and malice in his hearv 
might appear here and bring a false accusation inst the Senator 
from Oregon, and he would four thousand miles away from tho 
witnesses by whom he could prove that the man was a perjured vil- 
lain. It becomes 89 to the proper vindication of 
the Senator from Oregon that, if this examination is to be had at 
all, it shall be had either by a commission to take the testimony in 
Oregon, or by a committee of the Senate on the spot, where witnesses 
to voae him from the charges that may bo preferred can be ac- 
cessible. 2 

In every view, therefore, as a question of economy and as a ques- 
tion of justice to Senator GROVER, I insist that the amendment of tie 
Senator from Pennsylvania ought not to prevail. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question now is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware, as amended by that of the Senator 
from Oregon. 

The amendment, as amended, was to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question now is on the resolution 
as amended. 

_Mr. WHYTE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. WITHERS. Iam opposed utterly to these roving commissions. 
I think that in the past they have indicated that they are of but lit- 
tle value. But, sir, uch as it has been the custom of the Senate 
to appoint these commissions and inasmuch as the character of one 
of our associates has been assailed, although I deprecate most ear- 
nestly this custom of investigation and believe that the Senate should 
not honor it by the appointment of a commission for the purposes of 
investigation in any case save when specific charges have been pre- 
ferred by goanen of standing in the community, yet I am unwill- 
ing, even by implication, to appear to shirk the investigation in this 
ease; and therefore, very reluctantly I confess, I shall vote in favor 
of the resolution. 

I 47 5 this explanation of my vote before being called upon to 
cast it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 30, nays 
8; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bayard, 
Christianey, Coke, Conkling, Davis of Illinois, Dorsey, 


Hoar, Howe, Johnston, Jones of Nevada, McMillan, McPherson. Maxey, Mitchell, 
Morgan, M Morton, Paddock, Patterson, Randolph, Kollins, S. 


‘adleigh, Windom, and Withe 


les 
gent. Saunders. Spencer, Talker, 
est Virginia, Harris, Hereford, MeCreery, 


NAYS— Messrs. Cockrell, Davis of 
Merrimon, Wallace, and Whyte—8. 
ABSEN T—Messrs. Bailoy, Barnum, Beck, Burnside, 8 of Pennsylvania. 


Cameron of W Conover, Dawes, Gordon. Grover, 
Hill, In; Jones of Florida, Kernan, Kirkwood, Lamar, Plumb, 
Ransom, bury, n, and 


So the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 
REPORT OF THE MONETARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Printing, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution that 10,000 copies of the report of the monetary 
commission, not including the tables and appendix, be printed for 
the use of the Senate, have instructed me to report back the same 
without amendment and recommend its passage; and I ask for its 
present consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows; 

Resol: That 10,000 copies of the of thom commission, but not 
a in the tables and appendix, 3 for the use of the — 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 


HICKEY’S CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. DENNIS. Mr. President, the Committee to Andit and Control 
the Contingent Expenses of the Senate have instructed me to report 
adversely on the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senato be directed to purchase for the uso 


of the and committees of the Senate 500 copies of Mickey's Constitution 
71 —— Uni States: Provided, They can be purchased at a price not exceeding 
.75 per copy. 


The resolution was postponed indefinitely. 
COMMITTEES DURING THE RECESS, 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada, submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resol: That the committee to audit and control tingent expenses 
Senato 8 sit . — the recess of the — i ea, 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Committee on Printing have 
leave to sit during the recess of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask the Senator whether that is 


usual, 
Mr. ANTHONY. It is customary. The Committee on Printing is 
with certain duties which require it to be in session, although 
it never meets formally during the recess, 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, All right. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

A was received from the President of the United Sta 
by Mr. W. K. RODGERS, his Secretary. fee 

Mr. MORTON. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was a to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After three hours and nine minutes 
spent in executive session, the doors were re-opened. 


THANKS TO THE VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mr. WHYTE, (Mr. ANTHONY inthe chair.) I submit the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are due and are hereby tendered to the 
Vice-President for the courtesy, ability, and impartiality with which has pre- 
sided over its deliberations during the present session. 


The resolution was agreed to unanimously. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIF. 


Mr. SARGENT. Inow ask that the resolution submitted by me on 
the 14th instant be laid before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair.) The 
Chair will lay before the Senate the following resolution: 
owe That the Vice-President do now declare the Senate adjourned without 

. 


The resolution was to. 

The VICE-PRESID resuming the chair said: Senators, I thank 
vou sincerely for the ey manner in which you have 
alluded to my duties as discharged during my brief occupaucy of the 
chair. I came to you almost wholly a stranger and a stranger to your 
rules. I trust in the future to be better acquainted with both. Re- 
newing my thanks, I declare the Senate adjourned without day. 

Accordingly, at four o’clock and three minutes p. m., the Senate 
adjourned sine die, 
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FIRST SESSION. 


IN SENATE. 


MONDAY, October 15, 1877. 


The first session of the Forty-fifth Congress commenced this day, 
at the Capitol, in the city of Washington, in pursuance of the proc- 
lamation of the President of the United States of the 5th day of May, 
1877. The Senators assembled in the Senate Chamber. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT of the United States (Hon. WILLIAM A. 
WHEELER, of New York) called the Senate to order at twelve o'clock, 
meridian. 

PRAYER. 

Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D., Chaplain to the Senate, offered 
the following prayer: 

Thou supreme, ever-living, all-glorious Lord God, Dweller in 
eternity, Father of light, Master of all force, and Author of all 
change, hear now, we humbly entreat Thee, the prayer which we 
make before Thee this day. e acknowledge all Thy good provi- 
dence which has been over us, as well in the mysteries as in the 
mercies of our life. We thank Thee that Thou hast preserved us; 
that Thy care has been over us. We know that all summer long Thou 
hast kept us, our country, and our ple, as in the hollow of Thy 
hand; and we grieve that there should be any in all the land who do 
not confess it. 

And now we entreat Thee, O Lord, to have pity upon us, and to 
bring us, each one, to = and to acknowledge Thee, 

As Thon hast brought here again together Thy servants in this 
pl these council chambers of a great nation, we pray that Thou 
wilt have them all in Thy holy eare and keeping in all that which 
lies before them. In this temple of law, in this shrine of justice, 
may oe man begin to feel that he is nigher to God, the Maker of 
law and the very Essence of justice. 

We pray Thee to save us all from the defections of our lower na- 
ture, to preserve us from all misunderstanding and misrepresenta- 
tion, from all the confusion of counsel, and from all fruitless strife. 

Bless Thy servants, the President and Vice-President of these 
United States, and all the rulers and law-givers of the land, that by 
their means peace and good order, honesty, purity, and happiness 
may abound, Confirm the religion of Thy Son in every heart. Dif- 
fuse intelligence, frugality, and industry through all our borders, 
that impiety, iniquity, and consuming vice may not prevail. 

We thank Thee that Thou hast brought Thy servants together, some 
out of severe sickness, and restored them to health. We pray for that 
member of this Senate who is absent by reason of bodily disease and 
infirmity, that if it please Thee Thou wilt restore to him his strength, 
that he may appear with his associates in this place. Always under 
the shadow of bereavement and afiliction, Thy servants meet here to- 
day with the memory of one who will come no more to his place. 
May Thy grace suffice for those on whom this sadness falls most 
heavily, and may the ata voice which is ever resounding through 
these halls bestir us all to diligence and duty, that when the Master 
shall call for ns we may each one answer with great and exceeding 
joy. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE PROCLAMATION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proclamation of the President of 
the United States convening the two Houses of Congress will be read 
by the Secretary. 


VI——4 


: TE Secretary (Mr, GEORGE C. GORHAM) read the proclamation, as 
OLLOWS: 
By the President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas the final adjournment of the Forty-fourth Con, without making 
the usual appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1878, presents an extraordinary occasion, requiring the President to exer- 
cise the power vested in him by the Constitution to convene the Houses of Con- 
gress in anticipation of tho day fixed by law for their next 5 

Now, therefore, I, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the Uni States, do, b; 
virtue of the power to this end in me vested by the Constitution, convene bot 
Houses of Congress to assemble at their respective Chambers at twelve o'clock 
noon, on Monday, the i5th day of October next, then and there to consider an 
determine such measures as, in their wisdom, their duty and the welfare of the 
people may seem to demand, 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this 5th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1877 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundredth and first. 

1 N HR R. B. HAYES, 
0 ent: 


B; 
A WX. M. Evants, Secretary of State. 
SENATORS PRESENT. 


The following Senators were present: from the State of— 

Maine—James G. Blaine and Hannibal Hamlin. 

New Hampshire—Edward H. Rollins and Paone Wadleigh. 

Vermont—George F. Edmunds and Justin 8, Morri 

Massachusetts—Henry L. Dawes and George F. Hoar. 

Rhode Island—Henry B. Anthony and Ambrose E. Burnside. 

Connecticut—W illiam H. Barnum and William W. Eaton. 

New York—Roscoe Conkling and Francis Kernan, 

New Jersey—John R. McPherson and Theodore F. Randolph. 

Pennsylvania—W illiam A. Wallace. 

Delaware—Thomas F. Bayard and Eli Saulsbury. 

Maryland—George R. Dennis and William Pinkney Whyte. 

Virginia—Jokn W. Johnston and Robert E. Withers. 

North Carolina Augustus S. Merrimon and Matt W. Ransom. 

South Carolina—John J. Patterson. , 

Georgia—John B. Gordon and Benjamin H. Hill. 

Florida—Simon B. Conover and Charles W. Jones. 

Alabama—John T. Morgan and George E. Spencer. 

Mississippi—Blanche K. Brace and Lucius Q. C. Lamar. 

Teras— Richard Coke and Samuel B. Maxey. 

Arkansas—Stephen W. Dorsey and A. H. Garland. 

Missouri—Francis M. Cockrell. 

Tennessee—James E. Bailey and Isham G. Harris. 

Kentucky—James B. Beck and Thomas C. McCreery. 

West Virginia—Henry G. Davis and Frank Hereford, 

Ohio—Allen G. Thurman. 

Indiana—Joseph E. McDonald. 

Jilinois—David Davis and Richard J. Oglesby. 

Michigan—Isaac P. Christiancy and Thomas W. Ferry. 

Wisconsin—Angns Cameron and Timothy O. Howe. 

Towa—William B. Allison and Samuel J. Kirkwood, 

Minnesota—W illiam Windom. 

Kansas—Jobn J. Ingalls and Preston B. Plumb. 

Nebraska— Algernon S. Paddock and Alvin Saunders. 

Nevada—John P. Jones. 

California—Newton Booth and Aaron A. Sargent. 

Oregon—LaFayette Grover and John H. Mitchell. 
lorado—Jerome B, Chaffee and Henry M. Teller, 


` 
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CREDENTIALS. 
Mr. THURMAN presented the credentials of Stanley Matthews, 
elected by the Legislature of the State of Ohio a Senator from that 
State to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of John Sherman. 
The credentials were read; and, the oaths prescribed by law hav- 
ing been administered to Mr. MATTHEWS, he took his seat in the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the credentials of James Donald Cam- 
eron, elected by the Legislatare of the State of Pennsylvania a Sen- 
ator from that State to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Simon Cameron. : 

The credentials were read; and, the oaths prescribed by law hav- 
ing been administered to Mr. CAMERON, he took his seat in the Sen- 


ate. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the credentials of David H. Armstrong, 
appointed by the governor of the State of Missouri a Senator from 
that State to fill, until the next meeting of the Legislature thereof, 
the vacancy caused by the death of Lewis V. Bogy. 

The credentials were read; and, the oaths preseribed by law hav- 
ing been administered to Mr. ARMSTRONG, he took his seut in the 
Senate. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the hour of the daily mveting of the Senate be twelve o'clock m., 
until otherwise ordered. 

NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. ANTHONY offered the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee consisting of two members be appointed, to join 
such committee as may be appointed by the House of 22 to wait 
upon the President of the United States and inform bim a quoram of cach 
Tiouse has assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any communication he 
may be pleased to make. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the committee; and Messrs. ANTHONY and BAYARD were 


appointed as the committee on the part of the Senate. 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg leave to offer the following resolution, and 
if there be no objection I shall ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the standing and other committees of the Senate existing at the 
close of the last special session be, and the same are hereby, revived and continued 
until the further order of the Senate. 

I am moved to ask for the present consideration of this resolution 
by the following considerations, briefly stated: This is a special, called 
session; the committees were all arran and o ized at the last 
special session of the Senate, which adjourned before the close of the 
month of March; it may be that we shall only be here for a few days; 
and so, according to some previous precedents and as a matter of con- 
venience, it occurred to me that it would be wise to revive the com- 
mittees as they were at the last adjournment, leaving the vacancies 
that now exist to be filled as the Senate may order hereafter; but in 
a general way reviving these committees until the Senate makes some 
other disposition, so that the immediate business of the Senate can go 
forward in the meantime. With that explanation I ask for the pres- 
ent consideration of the resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN. There is no provision made in the resolution for 
the filling of vacancies. 

a vee KLING. They will stand to be filled as may be hereafter 

rovided. 
= Mr. THURMAN. They onght to be filled. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The resolution leaves it to the order of the Sen- 
ate, when the Senate is ready to act, to provide that they shall be 
filled so and so, as — be agreed on after consultation. 

Mr. THURMAN. the Senator has no objection to allowing the 
resolution to lie overuntil to-morrow morning, I think we can arrange 
the matter so as to finish it all up at once. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie over. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, inasmuch as there is no business ready 
now for the Senate and it may be possible that the m of the 
President may be ready to reach us by half past one or two o’clock, I 
move that the Senate take a recess until two o’clock. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not know the object which prompts the 
motion of the Senator from Maryland, but I suggest to him that the 
simpler way is to adjourn; and for that I will assign a reason. A 
committee has been appointed to join a committee of the other House 
for a purpose which cannot be effected until the House has organized 
and sent us notice of the appointment of a committee on its I 
suppose there will be no delay in organizing the House; but there are 
a number of officers to be elected, and the calling of the roll is asome- 
what tedious process, as the Senator knows. My impression is that 


we shall accomplish nothing by taking a recess until two o’clock; and 

tus dar. to the Senator to make his motion a motion to adjourn for 
e day. 

Mr. WHYTE. I supposed when I made the motion that the House 
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would in all probability be thoroughly organized, and that the com- 
mittee would have had an opportunity by two o’clock of calling upon 
the President and informing him that the two Houses were in ses- 
sion, so that his message could come in to-day. I have certainly no 
objection to an adjournment if my friend from New York chooses to 
make that motion. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no preference, I will say to the Senator, 
for an adjournment, except that, if we can accomplish nothing by re- 
maining here, we may as well have the day and be at liberty in other 
respects. I had not supposed, from intimations I had heard from 
other Senators and from my own judgment, that we should be able 
to accomplish anything by an attempt to do any business this day. 
I will submit a motion, if that is agreeable to the Senator, that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. WHYTE. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from New York that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was to; and (at twelve o'clock and twenty-two 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, October 15, 1877. 


The members-elect of the House of Representatives for the Forty- 
fifth Congress assembled in their Hall and, at twelve o’clock, noon, 
were called to order by GEORGE M. Apams, Clerk of the last House 
of Representatives. 

The CLERK. On the 5th day of May last the President of the 
United States issued the following proclamation: 


By the President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas the final adjournment of the Forty-fourth Congress, without making 
the usual appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1878, presents an extraord occasion, requiring the President to exer- 
cise the power vested in him by the Constitution to convene the Houses of Con- 
gress in anticipation of the day fixed by law for their next meeting: 

Now, therefore, I. Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the United States, do, b. 
virtue of the power to this end in me vested by the Constitution, convene Both 
Houses of Con to assemble at their respective Chambers at twelve o'clock, 
noon, on Monday, the 15th day of October next, then and there to consider and 


determine such measures as, in their duty and the welfare of the 
people may seem to demand. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this 5th day of May, in the of our Lord 
en _ of dependence of the United States of America one hundredth 
un 

LAL] R. B. HAYES. 

By the President: 


Wu. M. EVARTS, Secretary of State. 


The time thus designated by this proclamation for the meeting of 
the Forty-fifth Congress having arrived, the Clerk of the estes, 
House of Representatives will call the roll, which, by law, he is re- 
is to prepare, of the Representatives-elect to the Forty-fifth 

n ; pending which, all persons not entitled to the privileges 
of the floor are requested to retire from the Hall, in order that the 
Representatives-elect may occupy the seats which are prepared for 
that purpose; and the Doorkeeper and the Sergeant-at-Arms will see 
to it that the rules of the House in reference to admission to the floor 
are rigidly and strictly enforced. 

The roll was then called, and the following members answered to 
their names: k z 


MAINE. 

Thomas B. Reed. Llewollyn Powers. 
William P. Frye. Eugeno Hale. 
Stephen D. Lindsey. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Frank Jones. Henry W. Blair, 
James F. Briggs. 

VERMONT. 

Charles H. Joyce, George W. Hendee. . 
Dudley C. Denison. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
William W. Crapo, Benjamin F. Butler, 

William Claflin. 


ng aen W. Harris. 
Walbridge A. Field. 


Benjamin T, Eames, Latimer W. Ballou. 
CONNECTICUT. 
M. Landers. Jobn T. Wait. 
James Phelps. Levi Warner. 


1877. 
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James W. Covert. 
William D. Veeder. 
Simeon B. Chittenden, 
Archibald M. Bliss. 
Nicholas Muller. 
Samuel S. Cox. 
Anthony Eickhoff. 
Anson G. McCook, 


George M. Beebe. 
Stephen L. Mayham. 
Terence J. Quinn. 
Martin I. Townsend. 


Clement H. Sinnickson. 
John Howard Pugh. 
Miles Ross. 

Alvah A. Clark. 


uel J. Randall. 
William D. Kelley. 
Alfred C. Harmer, 
William Ward. 
I. Newton Evans. 
Hiester Clymer. 
A. Herr Smith, 
Samuel Brid, 


Francis D. 

Hendrick B. Wright. 
James B. Reilly. 
John W. Killinger. 


Daniel M. Henry. 
Charles B. Roberta, 
William Kimmell. 


B. B. 828 
John G 5 
Gilbert C. Walker. 


George C. Cabell” 


Jesse J. Yeates. 


Curtis H. Brogden. 
Alfred M. Waddell, 
Joseph J. Davis. 


Philip Cook. 
Henry R. 
Milton A. Candler. 


James 1 


H. L. Muldrow. 
Van II. 
H. D. Money. 


Randall L. Gibson. 
E. John Ellis. 
C. B. Darrull. 


Milton Sayler. 


Andrew R. Boone. 
James A. McKenzie, 
8 W. Caldwell. 


James II. Randolph. 
J. M. Saf gt eda! 


George G. 
H. Y Riddle. 
John M, Bright. 


G A. 

wilt J. Bacon. 
William H. Baker. 
Frank Hiscock. 


John N. Hungerford. 

E. Kirke Hart. 

Charles B. Benedict. 

Daniel N. Lockwood. 

George W. Patterson, 
NEW JERSEY. 


Augustus W. Catler. 
Thomas B. Peddie. 


Augustus A. Hardenbergh. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Edward Overton, jr. 
John I. Mitchell. 
Jacob M. Campbell. 
William S. Stenger. 
Levi Maish. 


John M. Thompson. 
Lewis F. Watson. 


DELAWARE. 
James Williams, 


MARYLAND. 


Thomas Swann. 
Eli J. Henkle. 
William Walsh. 


VIRGINIA, 
John R. Tucker, 
John T. Harris, 
Eppa Hunton. 
Auburn L. Pridemore. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 
Alfred M. Scales. 
Waltor L. Steele. 
William M. Robbins. 
Robert B. Vance. 


SOUTH CAROLINA, 


John H. Evans. 
Robert Smalls, 


GEORGIA. 
James H. Blount. 
W 
exander H. 
Hiram P. Bell. 


ALABAMA, 


Robert F. Liga; 
Goldsmith W. Hewitt. 
William H. Forney. 
William W. Garth. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


ley. 
Nelson H. Van Vorhes. 
Lorenzo Danford. 
William McKinley, jr. 
James Monroe. 


Milton J. Durham. 


J. D. C. Atkins, 
W. P. Caldwell. 
H. Casey Young. 


Benoni S. Fuller. Morton C. Hunter. 
Thomas R. Cobb, Michael D. White. 
George A. Bicknell. William H. Calkins, 
Leonidas Sexton. James L. Evans, 
Thomas M. Browne, wH. 
Milton S. Robinson. John H. Baker. 
ILLINOIS. 

William Aldrich. Robert M. 
Carter H. Harrison. William M. Springer. 
Lorenzo Brentano, Thomas F. Ti 
William Lathroj Joseph G. Cannon. 
Horatio C. Burc John R. Eden. 
Thomas J. Henderson. William A. J. Sparks. 
Phillip C. Hayes. William R. Morrison. 
Green ry L. Fort. William Hartzell. 
Thomas Á. Boyd. Richard W. Townshend. 
B. F. Marsh. 

MISSOURL 
Anthony Ittner. Benjamin J. Franklin. 
Nathan Cole, David Rea. 
Robert A. Hatcher. H M. Pollard. 
Richard P. Bland. Jobn B. Clark, jr. 
Charles H. Morgan. John M. Glover. 
Thomas T. Crittenden. Aylett H. Buckner. 

ARKANSAS. 
Lucien C. Gause. Jordan E. Cravens. 
William F. Slemons. Thomas M. Gunter. 

MICHIGAN. 
Alpheus S. Williams. Mark S. Brewer. 
Edwin Willits. Omar D. ger. 
Jonas H. McGowan. Charles C. Ellsworth. 
Edwin W. Keightley. Jay A. Hubbell. 
John W. Stone. 

FLORIDA. l 
Robert H. M. Davidson. Horatio Bisbee fr. 
TEXAS. 
John H. R. Q. Mills. 
D. B. Gelbes. D. € Giddi 
J. W. Throckmorton. Gustave Schleicher. 
IOWA. 

Joseph C. Stone. Ezekiel S. Sam > 
Hiram Price. H J.P. 8 gs. 
Theodore W. Burdick. William F. Sapp. 
Nathaniel C. Deering. Addison Oliver. 
Rush Clark. 

WISCONSIN. 
Charles G. Williams, ward S. Bragg. 
Lucien B. Caswell. Gabriel Bouck. 


George C. Hazelton. 


William Pitt Lynde. 
CALIFORNIA. 
Horace Davis, John T, Luttrell. 
H. F. Page. Pacheco, 
MINNESOTA. 
Mark H. Dunnell. J. H. Stewart. 
Horace B. Strait. 
OREGON. 
Richard Williams, 
KANSAS. 
A. Aes Thomas Ryan. 
Dudley C. Hask: 
WEST VIRGINIA. 
Benjamin Bf ant John E. Kenna. 
š , NEVADA. 
Thomas Wren. 
NEBRASKA. 
Frank Welch. 


After the State of Louisiana had been called, 

The CLERK said: In reference to the State of Louisiana, the Clerk, 
if there is no objection, will take occasion here to remark that there 
were received from the State of Louisiana three different sets of cre- 
dentials, one set signed by John McEnery as governor of Louisiana, 
3 date December 20, 1876, and declaring certain persons 
elec from the first, fourth, and sixth districts, but silent as to the 
persons elected from the other districts of said State. Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as said McEnery was never de facto governor of Louisiana, and 
never in point of fact exercised or performed the functions of that 
office, it is not deemed necessary to make here any statement concern- 
ing the regularity or irregularity of the credentials coming from that 
source. 

Another set of credentials is signed by William Pitt Kellogg as 
governor of Louisiana, with the seal of the State attached, all of 
which not only bear differentdates, but also reached the hands of the 
Clerk at different times and through different channels, and simply 
declare the persons elected from each of the districts of said State re- 
spectively, except the second district. as to which no certificate seems 
to have been issued by said Kellogg in favor of any one. The law of 
Louisiana 5 the character of the credentials by which the 
elections of its Representatives in Congress shall be authenticated 
and known provides as follows: 


That as soon as ible after the expiration of the time of 

of the election for ves Congress, a certi. 

election for such Representatives shall be entered upon record — eon secretary of 
thereof, 


by said officers, 
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shall be delivered to the persons so elected, and another copy transmitted to the 
Honse of Representatives of the United States, directed to the Clerk thereof. 

These credentials signed by Governor Kellogg are in no sense a 
compliance with the requirements of the laws of Louisiana. They 
do not even purport to be entered on the record by the secretary of 
state and there signed by the governor, but are, on the contrary, a 
simple declaration by him that certain persons are elected without 
even stating the sources of his information, and no more constitute 
credentials within the meaning of the laws of Louisiana than a sim- 

le statement from the treasurer or other State official would be. 
hey are not such papers as the law of Louisiana has prescribed as 
the credentials by which the election of its Representatives in Con- 
gress shall be authenticated and known, and could not therefore be 
recognized by the Clerk as such, whose duty it is, under the law, to 
place on the roll the names of those, and only those, whose credentials 
show that they are elected in accordance with the laws of their 
respective States, or the laws of the United States. 
he other set of credentials is signed by Francis P. Nicholls as 
governor of Louisiana, and Oscar Arroyo as assistant secretary of 
state, with the seal of the State attached. All of them bear date 
February 27, 1877, and all of them reached the hands of the Clerk at 
the same time, and through the channels prescribed by law. They 
declare the persons elec in each of the districts of Louisiana re- 
spectively, and conflict with the certificate signed by Governor Kel- 
logg in reference to two districts only. These credentials comply, it 
is thought, with the laws of Louisiana in every respect, and the Clerk 
has accordingly placed on the roll the names of the persons contained 
in these credentials, 

When the State of Missouri was called, 

The CLERK said: From the State of Missouri there is one district, 
the third in number, from which no credential of any kind has been 
received in favor of any person, and consequently no name has been 
placed upon the roll from said district. 

There has been handed to me this instant a paper from the State of 
Missouri addressed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
It is suggested that, as there is no Speaker, the Clerk should open it. 

Several MEMBERS-ELECT. No, no. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Clerk, I hope there will be no objec- 
eee the paper being opened by the Clerk, as there is no Speaker of 

e House. 

The CLERK. The Clerk prefers, inasmuch as it might raise a ques- 
tion about which, at this late hour, he is not prepared to determine 
what he should or should not do in reference to the roll, to leave 
it for the House to determine when it shall have organized. 

Mr. COX, of New York. If there is any objection I withdraw the 
sug tion. I did not think that any gentleman would object. 
en the State of Florida was called, 

The CLERK said: In reference to the State of Florida, the Clerk, 
without objection, will make a statement as to the reasons by which 
he was controlled in placing upon or withholding from the roll the 
names of the members from this State, about which he imagines there 
may be some diversity of 5 e in the minds of the Representatives- 
elect. From the State of Florida certificates were received signe 
by Marcellus L. Stearns as porao of Florida, with the seal of the 
State attached, certifying that William J. Purman waselected in the 
first and that Horatio Bisbee was elected in the second district of said 
State. These certificates bear date respectively December 9 and 
December 14, 1876, and seem to be regular in form. 

But in reference to the first district two certificates were subse- 
quently received, signed by George F. Drew, governor of Florida, 
with the seal of the State attac and bearing date respectively. 
January 12 and February 26, 1877. ese certificates recite the fact 
that the canvass of the vote upon which the certificate in favor of 
Mr. Purman was based had been declared by the supreme court of 
Florida to be illegal, and that another canvass had been made in obedi- 
ence to the order of the supreme court of Florida, which canvass re- 
sulted in the election of Robert H. M. Davidson as Representative 
from said district. 

Under such circumstances the Clerk felt bound to place on the roll 

. M. Davidson, 


from the first district of Florida the name of Robert 
whose credentials show that he was elected in accordance with the 
laws of the State of Florida as interpreted by the supreme court of 
that State. 

In reference to the second district of Florida, a certificate was also 
su uently received, signed by George F. Drew, governor of Flor- 
ida, with the seal of the State attached ; which certificate does not, 
however, like the e e certiticate signed by George F. Drew 
in reference to the first district, show that the second canvass, made 
in pursuance of the order of the supreme court, resulted in the elec- 
tion of any other person than Mr. Bisbee, to whom Governor Stearns 
had previously issued a certificate; but, on the contrary, it simply 
declares that by counting the votes in a certain precinct in Clay County 
which the board of State canvassers rejected, and which the supreme 
court in pg Pit pease say could not be legally counted, then in that 
event J. J. Finley would be elected. Under such circumstances the 
Clerk could not see how the subsequent certificate declaring the election 
of Mr. Finley by doing what the supreme court had declared could not 
be legally done could in any way invalidate the certificate which had 
previously been issued by Governor Stearns to Mr. Bisbee; and hence, 
whatever may be the merits of this case in a contest before the House, 
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it seems clear to the Clerk that the goe Jacie right, with which 
alone the Clerk can deal, is with Mr. Bisbee, whose name was there- 
fore placed on the roll. 

When the State of Colorado was called, 

The CLERK said: The Clerk will make a statement with reference 
to the reasons by which he was controlled in not placing on the roll 
the name of any one from the State of Colorado. There has been 
received by the Clerk a credential signed by Governor J. L. Routt, 
as governor of that State, with the seal of the State attached, declar- 
ing the election of James B. Belford, on the 3d day of October, 1876. 
The law of Congress in terms declares that the Clerk shall place upon 
the roll the names of those Representatives, and of those only, whose 
credentials show that they are elected in accordance with the laws 
of their States, respectively, or the laws of the United States. The 
Clerk does not think that there is any law in existence, either in the 
State of Colorado or any law of the United States, which authorizes 
the election of a Representative of the Forty-fifth Congress on the 3d 
day of October, 1876. That being the case and the certificate which 
Mr. Belford brings showing on its very face that he was elected at a 
time unauthorized by either the laws of the United States or of his 
State, the Clerk could see no way in which he could possibly place 
the name of Belford on the roll. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Will the Clerk read the certificate ? 

The Clerk read the certificate, as follows: 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION. 
STATE OF COLORADO, 
State Department, ss : 

I, John L. Routt, governor of the State of Colorado, hereby certify that at an 
election held on the 3d day of October, A. D. 1876, James B. Belford received 
13,249 votes, being a majority of all the votes cast for Representative in the Forty- 
fifth Con; of the United States. 

Ho is therefore hereby declared duly elected Representative in sail Congress. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of 
the State to be affixed at the city of Denver, this 6th day of November, A. D. 1876, 

[SEAL] JOHN L. ROUTT, Governor. 

By Depe 

ILLIAM M. CLARK, Secretary Colorado. 

Mr. WOOD. Is a quorum present? 

The CLERK. If the gentleman from New York will indulge the 
Clerk, he desires to conclude the statement which he was making 
when interrupted by a suggestion from the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. GARFIELD. ] 

There was also received by the Clerk a protest signed by John M. 
Patterson, claiming to be Representative-elect from the State of Col- 
orado, and accompanying that protest a certitied copy of an abstract 
of the votes cast in each county on the Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress from the 
State of Colorado. This certified copy of the abstract of the votes 
cast at said election shows, however, that those votes were never 
canvassed by any board of canvassers and that no certificate was ever 
issued to any one declaring the result of said election. 

While the Clerk is of opinion that the laws of the United States 
and of the State of Colorado required an election to be held in 
November, at which time Mr. Patterson claims to have been elected, 
still, inasmuch as Mr. Patterson does not present credentials regular 
in form, such as the Clerk feels would justify him in placing his name 
upon the roll, he will submit the credentials of Mr. Belford and Mr. 
Patterson, such as they are, to the consideration of the House after 
it shall have o ref 

Mr. HALE. I rise to a question of the highest privilege, the right 
of a member to a seat in this House, and I send to the Clerk’s desk a 
resolution which I desire to offer. 

Mr. WOOD. I rise to a question of order. I submit that until the 
Clerk has aunounced that a quorum is present no motion is in order, 

Mr. HALE. I ask that my resolution be read. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Maine must be aware that the 
first thing in order is to announce the number of Representatives-elect 
who are present, so that the Representatives-elect may know whether 
a quorum is present or not, 

r. HALE. I will then, in order to elicit that 8 ask the Clerk 
whether a quorum have not answered to their names 

The CLERK. The Clerk will announce the number of persons who 
have answered. Upon the call of the roll 290 Representatives-elect 
have responded to their names, which is more than a quorum, The 
Cees now prepared to receive motions looking to the election of 
a er. 

Mr.’ WOOD. I rise to a question of the highest privilege. I move 
that the Honse proceed to the election of a Speaker of the House of 
Representatives for the Forty-fifth Congress; and upon that motion I 
demand the previous question, 

Mr. HALE. I want the resolution which I offered read and a ruling 
from the Clerk upon it. 

Mr. COX, of New York, I make a point of order upon the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman cannot raise a point of order upon the 
resolution until it has been read. 

Mr. WOOD. This Honse can transact no business under the law 
until it is organized, and it is not organized until it has elected a pre- 


siding officer. 

Mr. HALE. The House has listened to explanations from the 
Clerk relating to credentials in three different cases: from Louisiana, 
from Florida, and from this same State of Colorado. Ido not know 
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what right the Clerk has to consume the time of the House that a 
member upon this floor has not. I offer the resolution in good faith, 
as presenting a question of the highest privilege. Iask that it be 
read and that the Clerk rule upon it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I raise the point of order that there is 
nothing before the House. ` i 

The ČLERK. The Clerk would suggest to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] that inasmuch as he does not know the purport of 
the resolution which the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE ] proposes 
to present, it be read to the House, and the gentleman can reserve 
his point of order until that has been done, 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will reserve the point of order. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas James B. Belford presents the only certificate of election as a Repre- 
sentative in the Forty-tifth Congress given by the duly constituted authorities of 
the State of Colorado; and whereas the Clerk of the House of Representatives for 
the Forty-fourth Congress has set aside said legal certificate presented by said 

thori ty which only 


James B. Belford, thereby without law assuming rights and au 


belong to the House; Therefore, 
Resolved, That the name of Thomas M. Patterson be stricken from the roll of 
this House 


Mr. COX, of New York. There is no such name on the roll, [laugh- 

ter 

ve in the Fort · fifth Congress from the State of Colorado, and that 
the name of James B. Belford be placed upon said roll as a Representative in said 
Congress. 3 

Mr. HALE. The part of the resolution referring to Mr. Patterson 
should be stricken out. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I raise the point of order on that resoln- 
tion, that the Clerk has absolute control over the roll of the House, 
and this resolution is not in order until a Speaker has been elected 
and the House organi 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state the question before the House as 
he understands it. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] submits 
a resolution to strike from the roll a name which has not been read 
from the roll, and to insert upon the roll a name which was omitted 
therefrom. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] has moved 
that the House now agen to the election of a Speaker, upon which 
motion he demands the previons question. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Goz] raises the point of order that the resolution submit- 
ted by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HAL] is not in order for the 
reason that it proposes that this House—not this House, but the Re 
resentatives-elect—shall perform a duty in the making of the ro 
which the law of Congress has declared the Clerk shall perform, On 
that ground the Clerk sustains the point of order. 

The question, therefore, will be upon seconding the demand for the 

revious question upon the motion of the gentleman from New York 
PMc. Woop | to proceed at once to the election of a Speaker. 
Mr. . Imust take an appeal from the decision of the Clerk. 

The CLERK. The Clerk rules, for two reasons, that the resolution 
submitted by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] is not now in 
order. The first reason is that it is not competent for the Repre- 
sentatives-elect, in their unorganized capacity, either to instruct the 
Clerk how he shall perform a duty which the law has imposed 
upon him, or to take out of the hands of the Clerk and themselves 
perform the duty which the law has said the Clerk shall perform. 

In the next place, even if it were not out of order on that ground 
there is pending a question of higher privilege than that presented 
by the gentleman from Maine, upon which the previous question has 
been demanded. Therefore, on both these grounds, the Clerk de- 
cides that the resolution presented by the gentleman from Maine is 
not in order; and that the question therefore is upon seconding the 
demand for the previons question upon the motion of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Woop] to proceed at once to the election of a 
Speaker. 

porn that decision of the Clerk . from Maine takes an 
appeal, and if the only point involved were the mere question as to 
which of the two propositions thus submitted takes precedence, the 
Clerk would not hesitate to submit the appeal to the decision of the 
Representatives present. But the resolution of the gentleman from 
Maine in effect pro that the Representatives-elect and here 
assembled shall undertake to perform a duty which by law is de- 
volved solely upon theClerk of the preceding House; for if one name 
can be thus added to or stricken from the roll of the Clerk of course 
any number of names can like wise be added to or stricken therefrom, 
and the Representatives-elect thus become the framers of a roll which 
by law it is mado the duty of the Clerk to make. 

The Clerk begs to say with all due respect that he does not think 
it is competent for Representatives-elect in their unorganized ca- 

acity to instruct the Clerk of a preceding House as to the manner 
in which he shall perform a duty im upon him by law, or in 
any way interfere with him in the discharge of such duties, He 
does not desire to arrogate to himself any authority in the organiza- 
tion of the House which does not legitimately belong to him; but he 
does not feel that in the discharge of his duty under the rules of the 
House and under the obligations of his oath he would be justified in 
submitting an appeal of this kind, and therefore rules that the ques- 
tion is upon seconding the demand for the previous question on the 
motion submitted by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] that 
the House now proceed to the election of a Speaker. 


The CLERK proceeded to submit the question, and said: The Clerk 
thinks that the ayes unquestionably have it. 

Mr. HALE, I call for tellers, 

The CLERK. The Clerk assumes that a sufficient number will 
insist upon a vote by tellers, and will therefore ask that the gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. HALE] and the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Woop] act as tellers. The tellers will please take their places. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 149, noes 129. 

So the previons question was seconded. 

The main 8 was ordered; and under the operation thereof 
the motion of Mr. Woop, that the House proceed to elect viva voce a 
Speaker, was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER, 


The CLERK. Nominations for Speaker are now in order, 

Mr. CLYMER. I place in nomination for the office of Speaker of 
this House for the Forty-fifth Congress, Hon. SAMUEL J. RANDALL, a 
Representative-elect from the State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. HALE. I nominate for the same position Hon. James A. GAR- 
FIELD, a Representative-elect from the State of Ohio. 

The CLERK. Are there any further nominations? If not, the 
Clerk will ask that Mr. CLYMER of Pennsylvania, Mr. BANNING of 
Ohio, Mr. Fort of Illinois, and Mr. Foster of Ohio, act as tellers 
during the vote for Speaker. ‘The tellers will please take their places 
at the Clerk’s desk. 

The House then proceeded to vote viva voce for Speaker, with the 
3 result, which was announced by Mx CLYMER on behalf of 

e tellers: 

he number of votes cast 281; necessary to a choice 141, of 
which— 


SAMUEL J. RANDALL received..... „35370 K 149 
JAMES A. GARFIELD received 9 S enun LA 

The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Randail.—Messrs. Aiken, Atkins, Banning, Bell, Benedict, Bick- 
nell, Blackburn, Bland, Bl Blount, Boone, Bouck, 8 Bright, Buck. 
„W. P. Caldwell, Candler, isle, Chalmers, Alvah 


ner, Cabell, John W. Caldw 
A. Clark, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John B, Clark, E of Missouri, Clymer, Cobb, 
Collins, Cook, Covert, Samuel S. Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Culberson, Cutler, David- 
son, Joseph J. Davis, Dibrell, Dickey, Douglas, Durham. Eden, Eickhoff, Elam, El- 
lis, John H. Evans, Ewing, Felten, Finley, ey, Franklin, Garth, Gause, Gibson, 
Giddings, Glover, Goode, Gunter, Hamilton, Hardenbergh, Hen Harris, John 
T. Ha ‘arrison, Hart, Hartrid, Hatcher, 
smith W. Hewitt, Herbert, Hooker, 2 Hunton, Frank J James Taylor 
Jones, Kenna, Kimmell, Knapp, Knott, Landers, Li; Look wood. Latacell, Lynde, 
Mackey, Maish, Manning, Martin, Mayham, Mo 
Mor orrison, Morse, Muldrow, Muller 
Rea, „ Reilly, Americus V. Rice, Riddle, Rob! Ro bertson, Rosa, 
8 Scales, Schleicher, Shelley, Sagena Slemons, William E. Smith, South- 
ard, . 5 — Springer, Steele, Stenger, 
hend, Tucker, Turner, Turney, Vanco, Veeder, Waddell, 
Whitthorne, Alpheus S. W. James Williams, Jeremiah N. Williama, Albert 
S. Willis, Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, Wood, Wright, Y 

For Mr. Garjield.— 


mings, Danford, Darrall, Horace Davis, A 
Ellsworth, L Newton Evans, James L. Evans Wield, F Frye, 
Gardner, Hale, Hanna, Harmer, Benjamin W. Harris, ys, Hazelton, Hen ee, 
Henderson, Hiscock, Hubbell, Hum 1 


John S. Jones, Jorgensen, Joyce, Keifer, Lap N 
Leonard, Lindsey, Loring, Marsh, McCook, McGowan, McKinley, — — 
e, 


roe, Neal, Norcross, Oliver, O'Neill, Overton, Pacheco, Page, Patterson, 
Phillips, Pollard, Pound, Powers, Price, Rainey, Randol Reed, William 
W. Rice, Geo D. Robinson, Milton S. Rubi u — 


The Clerk announced that SAMUEL J. RANDALL, one of the Repre- 
sentatives from the State of Pennsylvania, having received a ma- 
jority of the votes given, was duly elected Speaker of the House of 
Representatives for the Forty-fifth Congress. 


ADDRESS OF THE SPEAKER. 


Mr, GARFIELD and Mr. Goopg, having been named by the Clerk for 
that purpose, conducted Mr, RANDALL to the chair, when he addressed 
the House as follows: 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


Elevated for the second time by your generosity to the exalted dig- 
nity of Spona of this House, I thank you with a grateful heart. I 
shall endeavor, with even temper, but rigid firmness, to perform the 
duties of the office and to respond adequately to the confidence re- 

in me by conforming my actions to the clearly-expressed will 
of the House. Yet, fully realizing the delicacy and difficulty of the 
position, I solicit your advice and assistance, feeling assured at the 
same time of your forbearance and indulgence, 

We meet under circumstances ose Sedan Nee ee that all 
considerations of class, section, or party sball be subordinated to the 
loftier and more patriotic object of what is best for the whole country 
and all of its people. 

Since the adjournment an administration has been inducted into 
office, which is obeyed as the actual Government, regardless of the 
grave events which marked its birth; and this House, animated by 
a spirit of true patriotism, desiring first public tranquillity under the 
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law, should frankly approve any sincere and permanent policy look- 
ing to complete pacification by constitutional methods, and the con- 
sequent promotion of the general welfare. But it should be held 
your sacred duty to provide rece which will render impossible 
a repetition of the wrongs which have occurred or of the gers 
which threatened us. 

I assume we will take no step backward in the work of retrench- 
ment and reform so auspiciously begun by the last House under a 


matured and definite plan of reduction in the expenditures of the | the 


Government. It is certain still greater reductions can be made with- 
out impairing the efficiency of administration. To have honest ad- 
ministration, it should be frugal. Never before was it eaves Zea 
than now, with general financial distress and labor dep by 
heavy burdens, to exercise the sternest economy. When the iron 
rule of hard necessity darkens every household in the land extrava- 
gance on the of the people’s servants is an unpardonable crime. 

It is partly of this wholesome policy so faithfully carried 
out that I am permitted this day to speak from this place. 

Invoking for our deliberations tolerance of opinion, which secures 
harmonious action, apa and clear judgment, which purifies legisla- 
tion, and tbat mutual confidence and respect which should subsist 
between the House and its presiding officer, I am now ready to take 
the oath prescribed by law. 

Mr. KELLEY, having served longest continuously as a member of 
the House, was designated by the Clerk to administer to the Speaker- 
elect the oath prescribed by law; which was accordingly done. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A from the Senate by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that Mr. ANTHONY and Mr. BAYARD had been appointed a 
committee on the part of the Senate to join such committee as might 
be appointed by the House of Representatives to wait upon the Pres- 
ident of the United States and inform him that a quorum of each 
House had assembled, and that Congress was ready to receive any 
communication he might be pleased to make. 


SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to administer to the members in attend- 
ance the oath of office. The members presented themselves as their 
names were called by States, and took respectively the “test-oath” 
prescribed by the act of July 2, 1862, or the ial oath pro- 
vided in the act of July 11, 1868, for those whose disabilities under 
the fourteenth article of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States have been removed by a vote of two-thirds of each 
House of Congress. 

When the State of South Carolina was called, 

Mr. COX, of New York, said: In conformity with usage, I ask that 
two members from South Carolina stand aside for the present. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will indicate to whom he refers. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I ask that Mr. Cain and Mr. Rainey, of 
South Carolina, (whose cases will be brought up after members have 
been sworn in, to decide whether they have the prima facie right to a 
seat upon this floor or not,) stand aside for the present. 

iS SPEAKER. The gentlemen named will for the present stand 
aside. 

When the State of Louisiana was called, 

Mr. COX, of New York, said: I ask that Mr. Darrall, of Louisiana, 
stand aside. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask that Mr. J. B. Elam and Mr, E. W. Robertson, 
of the State of Louisiana, also stand aside. 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemen indicated will stand aside for the 

resent. 6 

When the State of California was called, 

Mr. SPRINGER said: I object to the swearing in of Mr. Pacheco. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will stand aside for the present. 


SWEARING IN OF DELEGATES. 
At the close of the swearing in of the membe: 
The SPEAKER said: The Clerk will now call the roll of Delegates 
elected to this House, and those who are present will be sworn in. 
The roll of Delegates was called; and the following gentlemen came 
forward and were sworn in, taking the test-oath of 1562: 
New Merico— Trinidad Romero. 


Arizona — Hiram S. Stevens. 
Idako— Stephen S. Fenn. 
Montana — Martin Maginnis. 
Myoming— William W. Corlett. 
ORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. CLYMER. I beg leave to offer the following resolution : 


ter of the House of 
and that Rev, Dr. Jobn Poisel. of the 


eeper 

of the House of Re Vinginia: bo sad io Bere, sector ; that James M. Stew- 

= x ssn N PORAD 00 
pi 8 Congress 

State of Maryland, be, and is hereby, elected Chaplain of the House of t- 

* y; ‘hap! Nopresen 


I offer this resolution to complete the ization of the House, 
but before calling the previous question I will yield the floor to any 
member who may wish to offer an amendment. 

Mr. HALE. I offer the customary resolution as a substitute to that 
offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend the resolation by stri out the ing th gree with 
the tive offices far nich the are . — tn lieu thereof 
For Clerk of the House of Representatives, Forty-fifth Congress, Jeremiah M. 
Rusk, of Wisconsin; for Sergeant-at-Arms, Nehemiah G. Ordway, of New Hamp- 
shire; for Doork „Horace H. Harrison, of Tennessee; for Postmaster, Henry 
L. Sherwood, of gan; and for Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butler, D. D., of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 


Mr. CLYMER. I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The substitute was rejected. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr, CLYMER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was 

Mr. HALE, I rise to 
member—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would su that the officers of the 
Honse have not yet been sworn in. If he will yield now the Chair 
will ize him at the proper time. 

Mr. E. I do not object to necessary routine business taking 
pes — this time in the way of sending notification to the Presi- 

ent, &c. 

The SPEAKER. The officers just elected, if in attendance, will 
noy present themselves at the bar of the House to take the oath of 
office. 

Mr. Abaus, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr. Polk, and Mr. STEWART presented 
themselves and were duly qualified ; the two former taking the test- 
oath prescribed by the act of July 2, 1862; the two latter, the modi- 
fied oath provided by the act of July 11, 1868. 


NOTIFICATION OF ORGANIZATION, 


Mr. MORRISON offered the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 
be sent to the Senate to inform bod. 
of hn Hons ara aiaa bar tne sod tars Yeast oe 


of the Represen from the State of Pennsylvania, has been chosen S er; 
and that the House is now ready to proceed to business. 


Mr. GOODE submitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on the of the House, to 
—— committee as may be appointed on tho part af tha Deskin to wait on the 
dent of the United States and inform him that a quorum of the two Houses 
has assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any communication he may 
be pleased to make. 


Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER appointed as the committee Mr. Goons of Virginia, 
Mr. SaYLER of Ohio, and Mr. GARFIELD of Ohio. 


DRAWING FOR SEATS, 


Mr. BRIGHT. I offer the following resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House shall, at one o'clock p. ew ee 
in a box the name of each Member and of the House of Representatives, 
written upon rok pe slip of 2 that he proceed in the presence of the House 
to draw from said box, one at a time, the said slips of paper ; and as each is drawn 
he shall announce the name of each Member or Delegate upon it, who shall choose 
his seat for the present Congress: y That before said drawing shall com- 
mence the Speaker shall cause each seat to be vacated, and shall see that eve 
seat continues vacant until it is selected under this order; and that every sea 
after having been selected, shall be deemed forfeited if left unoccupied before the 
call of the roll of the House. 


Mr. SOUTHARD. I move to amend the resolution by striking out 
“one o’clock to-morrow” and inserting in lieu thereof “three and a 
half o’clock to-day.” 

Mr. CLYMER. Say four. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Very well; I willsay four. I do this because mem- 
bers are present now and I think it would be amore convenient time 
for ages 3 seats. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will accept that amendment as a modification of 
my resolution. 

r. MILLS. Then I move to strike out “four o’clock” and insert 
“forthwith.” 

Mr. CLYMER. It is now nearly four o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. And the clerks require some time to prepare the 
papera and the box. 

. MILLS. I will withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. Bricut’s resolution, as modified by himself, was adopted. 

Mr. BRIGHT moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


to. 
e a motion in reference to the right of a 
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Mr. SPRINGER. I offer the following resolution: 


That Hon. ALEXANDER H. STEPHFNS, of Hon. Wituiam D. 
Binge en. e der Terk, the akicat member in polnt-of service in this Hoase, 

* £ * ew Lor, oldest member ln 
Be eee . their seats Yere the drawing for seats begins, h 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I move to amend that resolution by including 
the name of Hon. S. S. Cox, who has been here, I understand, for 
eighteen years, 

„SPRINGER. I accept that amendment. 7 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Lask that the same privilege be 
granted to Governor PATTERSON, of New York, whose advanced years 
are a reason why he should have a forward seat. 

Mr. LORING. I ask that the name of Hon. N. P. Banks, of Mas- 
sachusetts, be also included in the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the names which it has 
been suggested shall be included in the resolution of the gentleman 
from Dlinois, [Mr. Sprincer.] They are as follows: The gentle- 
man from Georgia, Mr. STEPHENS; the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
Mr. KELLEY; the gentleman from New York, Mr. Woop; the gentle- 
man from New York, Mr. Patterson; the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. Cox; and the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Banks. If 
there be no objection the resolution will be modified accordingly. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I now demand the previous question on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered; 
and under the operation thereof the resolution, as modified, was 
adopted. 

Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
laid on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. HALE. It has been suggested, to me that in the condition of 
the business of the House the present would not be a good time to 
bring up any matter for debate. For myself I am willing that the 
matter of privilege to which I rose shall be postponed if I am allowed 
the floor on it te-morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Harr] has risen 
to a question of privilege, and will be recoguized by the Chair at any 
time he sees fit to ask recognition, 

Mr. HALE. With that understanding I shall not call up the ques- 
tion at present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to suggest that in the drawing 
for seats the names of the gentlemen who have not been sworn, havin 
been requested to stand aside when their names were called, shoul 
go into the box in the same manner as the names of other gentlemen, 
withont, of course, giving any right to those gentlemen otherwise. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I make no objection to that arrangement, 
but I suggest that if any day or uny honr is to be fixed for hearing the 
Colorado case, or any other case, it should be understood, as regards 
the order in which these cases shall come up, that the Colorado case 
does not necessarily take precedence. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] gives 
notice that he will call up the Colorado case as the first business to- 
morrow. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to reserye the point of order, I 
ries mo cases to be called up each in its own order as it stands on 
the roll. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That is what is being done, This is the first 
ease. That order ought to be preserved in all the cases. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that the gentleman from 
Ohio is mistaken, Colorado was the last case on the roll. 

Mr. HALE, As I understand, Mr, Belford was the first set aside by 
the Clerk, and his case therefore comes in earlier than the others. 
The others were set aside on objections made by members on the floor 
at a later period. I accordingly rose for the purpose of bringing up 
the Colorado case first, as it had been the first set aside. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make the point of order that there being no 
name u 75 the roll from the State of Colorado, the question as to the 
right of those whose names are on the roll should take precedence in 
the consideration of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman means as to their being sworn in? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the House that it 
would be better perhaps to take np first the cases of those that have been 
omitted from being sworn in, having been asked to step aside. The 
Chair, however, would state that he thinks those gentlemen by the 
mere fact of their being asked to step aside lose none of their rights; 
and if any vote is taken, the Chair inclines to the opinion that they 
should be allowed to vote until they are deprived of the right to vote 
by the House. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Do I anderstand the Chair to say that 
these gentlemen are allowed to vote before they are sworn in, or that 
they should be sworn in now and the point raised afterward as to 
their right to their seats? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not decide anything, as the ques- 
tion has not arisen, but expresses the opinion that those gentlemen 
who are asked to step aside are not deprived of any of their rights, 


They have already voted for a Speaker, and the Chair presumes, 
although the names of members were not called, that they equally 


other officers of the Honse. The 
what occurred in a former Con- 
he has marked. 


voted on the resolution appointin 

Chair is sustained in that opinion 

gress. He asks the Clerk to read w 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. ELDREDGE. My point of order is this: The Speaker bas called the gentle. 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Hamill.j with the other gentleman from Maryland, to 
the stand for the purpose of taking the oath of office. Now the House cannot 
require him to stand aside or fall back except by a vote of the House, and that 
vote must be by a quorum of the House; and, as n quorum of this House have not 
yet been sworn in, he must have the oath administered to him, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point of order; and the Chair will take 
occasion to correct an erroneous Impression which may perhaps have been created 
by the remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes.) The Chair 
regards the House in its present condition as competent to enforce the previous 
question. Such was the case even in the preliminary stage of the nge for 
8 tty before the Clerk bad called the roll for the election of Speaker, 
The House certainly has lost none of its power by the election of Speaker and by 
its proceedings so far in the business of organization. The precedents are all in 
tho direction of the ruling of the Chair. 


Mr. CLYMER. There appears to be no business before the House, 
and I move that we now take a recess until five minutes before four 
o'clock p. m. 

Mr. HALE. It is understood, I suppose, that when the Honse 
assembles to do business I am to be recognized as being upon the 
floor on the Colorado case? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair understands that the gentleman will 
raise a question of privilege in that case, 

Mr. CONGER. I understood the Chair to announce that the 
names of those who were not sworn in would be placed in the box 
for the drawing for seats, and I ask that the name of “ Colorado” be 
placed in the box. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that that would hardly be 
proper, as there is no name from Colorado upon the roll-call. 

Mr. HALE. It seems to me it would be proper that the name of 
the State should go in the RECORD in some way. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no objection to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House that a paper with the name of “Colorado” 
upon it be placed in the box and then the seat will belong to-who- 
ever may be seated from that State, Is there objection? 

Been gi TON. When that paper is drawn out, who is to select 
the seat 

Mr. DARRALL. The Clerk of the House can select it. 

Mr. HUNTON. One of these gentlemen would wish to go upon 
oe side of the House and the other upon the other side of the 

onse, 

Mr, BUCKNER. And then suppose we find that neither of these 
gentlemen is entitled to the seat and that somebody else is? 

The SPEAKER, Then some gentleman from Colorado will have a 
right to the seat and will come forward and occupy it. 

question was taken on Mr. CLYMER’S motion; and it was 
reed to. 
ng thereupon (at three o'clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the 
House took a recess until five minutes before four o'clock p. m. 


AFTER THE RECESS, 
The recess haying expired, the House reassembled at five minutes 


before fonr o'clock p. m. 
Mr. DURHAM. Tine hour of four o’clock has nearly arrived, and I 
would suggest that all members be reqnired to get in the rear of the 


seats, and that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to clear the floor of 
every person excepting members-elect, so that we may have plenty 
of room in the Hall for those that are entitled to be here. 

The SPEAKER. That is the duty of the Doorkeeper, and the 
Chair directs him to carry out that order, 

Mr. PHILLIPS, My colleague, Mr. HASKELL, from the third dis- 
trict, arrived in the city three days ago, but he is now in bed sick, I 
ask that my colleague, Mr. RYAN, be allowed to select a seat for him 
when his name is drawn. 

No objection was made, and it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I would ask unanimous consent that the Clerk 
be directed to put into the boxa paper representing the third district 
of Missouri, from which district no member appears upon the roll, 
and that when that seat be drawn the Clerk or some other person be 
permitted to select it. There are two gentlemen contesting the right 
to that seat, one of whom is certainly entitled to it. 

Mr. MILLS. Neither of them, I understand, has a certificate. 

Mr. HUNTON. Was the same thing done in the case of Colorado? 

Mr. BUCKNER, Yes, it was. - 

Mr. HUNTON. I thought it was refused. 

The SPEAKER. It was done; the name of “Colorado” was placed 
in the box, and when it is drawn the Clerk will select the seat. 

Mr. BUCKNER. And Lask thatthe same thing be dome in the case 
of the third district of Missouri. 

Mr. MILLS. I object to the name of any gentlemen being put in 
the box, excepting those who have certificates of election; noue 
others are entitled to have a chance in the drawing for the selection 
of seats. I objected before when asimilar proposition was made, and 
I now repeat my objection. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman object in the case of Colorado? 

Mr. MILLS. I tried to object, but I believe I was not heard. 
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The SPEAKER. When did the gentleman object ? 

Mr. As soon as tho gentleman from mri [Mr. BUCK- 
NER] made the proposition. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas is referring to the 
pro} ion made by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. bien 
and not to the Colorado case. The gentleman from Missouri made 
no motion in reference to the Colorado case; that motion was made 
by the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. An hour ago, 

The SPEAKER. Before the recess. 

Mr. MILLS. Does the Chair say that there is a Representative 
from Colorado present upon the floor ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair states that the House gave unanimons 
consent that the name of Colorado should be placed upon a tablet and 
put into the box, and that when drawn out the Clerk should select 
the seat for whoever might hereafter be determined to be entitled to 
represent Colorado. The Chair heard no objection to that proposition. 

r. MILLS. I did not know that such a proposition had been made. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to remind the gentleman 
from Texas that the proposition as to Colorado was made before the 
recess was taken, His objection now is to granting the same per- 
mission in the case of the third district of 
made subsequently to the recess. 

Mr, MILLS, The right of selecting a seat is a right appertaining 
to members of the House only, and I hope that permission will not 
be further extended. I object to the name of any person being put 
in the box who is not a member of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman then objects to any more names 
noi Bo in the box? 

Mr. MILLS. Can the action of the House in regard to Colorado be 
rescinded ? 

The SPEAKER. It can be reconsidered by unanimous consent. 

Mr. MILLS, I 7, 5 8 I should hardly get that. 

The SPEAKER, By unanimons consent six gentlemen were given 
permission to select seats prior to the drawing. Those gentlemen 
will now select their seats and remain in them, or pnt pages there, so 
that they may not be taken by others, Any seat that is unoccupied 
when a member's name is drawn from the box is, of course, at the 
meroy of that member. 

DRAWING FOR SEATS. 

The Members and Delegates, in accordance with the resolution of 
the House, retired beyond the outer row of seats, and, as their names 
were drawn, came forward and selected their seats; the first name 
drawn being thatof MILTON A. CaANDLER, of Georgia, and the last (at 
five o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.) that of EPPA Hunton, of Vir- 


issouri, which has been 


nia. 

During the drawing of seats, when the name of Mr. ABRAM 8. 
Hewitt, of New York, was called, 

Mr. GIBSON said: Mr. Hewirr bas been detained in Paris by the 
serious illness of his wife. I ask nnanimous consent that the Clerk 
of the House be authorized to select a seat for Mr. Hewitt. 

Several members objected, and, accordingly, consent was not 
granted. 

At the conclusion of the drawing, 

Mr. LUTTRELL moved that the House adjourn. 


DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. COX, of New York. Before that motion is put I would sng- 
gest that we had better adopt the ordinary order at the beginning of 
a session; that, until otherwise ordered, the daily hour of meeting be 
twelve o'clock meridian, 

The motion of Mr. Cox, of New York, was agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. LUTTRELL was then agreed to; and accord- 
5 5 ie five o'clock and thirty-two minutes p. m.) the House ad- 

ourn 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions were presented dt the Clerk’s desk, under 
the rule, and referred as stated: A 

By Mr. KNAPP; The petition of H. S. Osborne & Co. and others 
engaged in the mE business at Quincy, Illinois, that an investi- 
gation be made of the manner of the reissue of a patent for mill 
apparatus numbered 5841, and that the patent laws be amended so 
as to prevent the fraudulent issue or cancellation of patents—to the 
Committee on Patents, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Michael Piggott, 
mayor, and other citizens of Quincy, Ilinois, for an increase of the 
salary of the letter-carriers of that city—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 


ostmaster; Lewis D. White, 


IN SENATE. 


TUESDAY, October 16, 1877. 


SAMUEL J. R. MCMILLAN, a Senator from the State of Minnesota, 
appeared in his seat to-day. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


Mr. GEORGE M. Apams, Clerk of the House of Representatives, ap- 
peared below the bar of the Senate and said: 
Mr. President, I am directed by the House of Representatives to 
inform the Senate that a quorum of the House has assembled, and 
that SAMUEL J. RANDALL, one of the Representatives from the State 
of Pennsylvania, has been chosen Speaker, and GEORGE M. ADAMS, of 
Kentucky, Clerk; and that the House is now ready to proceed to busi- 
ness. 
I am farther ‘directed to inform the Senate that a committee of 
three members has been appointed on the part of the House, to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, to 
wait upon the President of the United States, and inform him that a 
quorum of the two Houses has assembled, and that 7 is rend 
to receive any communication he may be pleased to make; and that 
Messrs. JONN GOODE of Virginia, MILTON Sarin of Ohio, and 
James A. GARFIELD of Ohio have been appointed such committee on 
the part of the House. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE HOUSE, 


Mr. HAMLIN. I submit a resolution corresponding to the one 
which we have just received from the House: 


Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives that a quorum 
of the Senate has assembled, and that the Senato is ready to proceed to business. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to, 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to take up the resolution I offered yester- 
day respecting the appointment of committees, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to consider 
the following resolution offered yesterday by Mr. EDMUNDS: 

Resolved, That the standing and other committees of the Senate oxisting at the 
close of the last special session bè, and the same are hereby, revived and continued 
until the further order of the Senate, 

The resolution was agreed to. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a concurrent resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Missouri in favor of a national 
system of levees on the Mississippi River; which was referred to the 
Select Committee on the Levees of the Mississippi River. 

He also presented a concurrent resolution of the General Assembl 
of the State of Missouri in favor of the removal of the National Capi- 
tal; which was referred to the Committee on Publie Buildings and 
Grounds. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Mee ey I present a petition from citizens 
and business men of Wheeling, West Virginia, numbering some hun- 
dreds, perhaps a thousand, in behalf of the letter-carriers. It is 
short, and I ask the Clerk to read it, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads, and read, as follows: 

To the honorable the Congress of the United States: 

Sms: We, the undersigned citizens and business men of the city of Wheeling, 
do hereby respectfully represent, for and on bebalf of the letter-carriers of this city 
and their comrade carriers of other cities where tho free-delivery system is in 
operation, that by recent reductions in their respective salaries wo think great in- 
justice has been done them, which, in consideration of the important services of 
this numerous body of public setvants, and to further the interests of the service 
itself, there should be some remedy speedily adopted by your honorable body. 

We base our petition an the following indisputable facts: Letter-carriers are 

mired to possess intelligence, to prove their fidelity aud honesty and extreme 
endurance. Their hours of work are early and Jate, from which thore is no relief, 
except by substitute labor at their own expense. 

yes | are the ouly employés in the Department who are required to buy and keep 
in fo order a “uniform suit,” at an average cost of $50 per year. i, 

hey are obliged to farnish bonds for the hon st performance of their duties; 


and are, toa great extent, held responsible for the inaccuracies and delays inci. 
dent to tho freo-delivery system. i 

With the necessity for all these “extras,” (and more might be enumerated,) they 
receive and have received less pay, in 2 to the amount of work per- 
formed, than any other class of employés in the postal service, } 

A fair recoguition of the duties performed by these public servants and jnst 
remuneration for them would tend to greatly advance this branch of the publio 
service, by retaining efficient carriers and offering an inducement to other compe- 
tent mon to seek it and devote their lives to it. 

We therefore, the undersigned petitioners, ask yonr honorable body to fix the 
rate of salary at $1,000 per year, believing that their services are fully worth tho 
amount mentioned. 


Mr. THURMAN. I present similar petitions, one from letter-car- 
riers of the city of Dayton asking legislation in reference to their 
compensation, and the other from citizens of Dayton in support of 
the petition of the letter-carriers. I move their reference to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr, HAMLIN. I present a memorial signed by the letter-carriers 
of the city of Bangor, Maine, similar in its purport to those which 
haye been already presepted, in favor of relief in relation to their 
compensation. I also present a long petition signed by nearly all 
the business men in that city, in behalf of the same object. I move 
the reference of these petitions to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of Philip Smith and others, of 
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Peoria, Illinois, praying for an increase of compensation to letter-car- 
riers; which 5 — to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


vads. 

z Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of C. H. Williamson, of Vir- 
ginia, late a passed assistant surgeon in the United States Navy, 
praying for the removal of — soi es disabilities; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of the Southern Methodist Pub- 
lishing House of Nashville, Tennessee, praying for indemnity for the 
use and consumption of its property in the years 1864 and 1865 by the 
United States authorities during the late war; which, with the pa- 

ers in the case now on the files of the Senate, was referred to the 

ommittee on Claims, n 

He also presented the petition of Duncan Marr, of Columbia, Ten- 
nessee, praying compensation for property taken and nsed bf United 
States P ib during the late war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. ` j 

Mr, SARGENT. I present the petition of Frank Soulé, late inter- 
nal-revenue collector for the first district of California, in which he 

rays to be relieved from a certain judgment, which is fully set out 
in the papers accompanying the petition, obtained against him for 
some fault of his clerk and withont any fault of his own, Congress 
having previously passed bills of that character where the equities 
seemed to be in favor of such relief. I move that the petition be 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. MAXEY presented the petition of Joseph R. Shannon, of Lou- 
isiana, praying compensation for the loss of the steamer A. W. Quar- 
rier, e by the confederate authorities during the late war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


SAFETY OF THE CAPITOL, 


Mr. DAWES. I ask unanimous consent, without previous notice, 
to introduce a bill, and I desire to have action on it at the present 
time. I presume after an ascertainment of the purpose of it no 
objection will be made to its present consideration. i 

y unanimous consent, leave was 3 to introduce a bill (S. No. 
1) for the removal of the books and files in the lofts of the old por- 
tion of the Capitol building; which was read twice by its title. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Massachusetts asks 
for action on this bill at the present time, Is there objection? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear my friend, subject to objec- 
tion. It isnot avery good — 55 to pass bills in a hurry; I have objec- 
tion to that, I presume Is have no objection at all to the pas- 
suge of the bill itself. : 

r. DAWES. Does the Senator wish to hear the bill read? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes; let it be read at length. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information, 
subject to objection. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill, as follows: 

Be it enacted, de., That the officers having in charge the books and files now 
stored in the lofts of the old portion of the Capitol building shall canse the same 
to be moved into the basements or other places in the building safe from fire, and 
that, in addition to the fire-extinguishers now in use, a liberal supply of fire-buck- 
- ets be placed in all portions of the Capitol where there is danger from fire. And 

it shalt also be hereafter the duty of the Capitol Police to keep the fire-buckets 
well filled with water and to make daily inspections of the building with a view 
to take er measnres against danger trom fre. 

Sec, 2. That the o: of carrying out the provisions of this act be paid out 
of the contingent funds of the Seuate and House of Representatives, in proportion 
to the amount incurred by either House for this service. * 

Mr. DAWES. The bill explains itself sufficiently, and Ithink com- 
mends itself to the judgment of the Senate. Recent events have 
caused the proper officers to examine most of the publio buildings, 
and the result of the examination of this building shows the necessity 
for some such provision as is suggested in the bill. The old part of 
this building i so exposed to fire that the documents in the lofts 
would be very much in danger, and would certainly be destroyed if 
any such accident should happen to this building as recently happened 
to the Patent Office. Ar examination by those having charge of the 
building has suggested that these documents could be removed to safe 
places in the basements, although it may be simply a temporary meas- 
ure; and when there shall be provision made for the Library, or in 
some other provision, they may take a more permanent position where 
they would be considered safe and not exposed to the necessity of any 
further removal. 

Mr. THURMAN. Does the Senator from Massachusetts ask for the 
passage of the bill to-day ? 

Mr, DAWES, I desire to have it passed now. I thonght if Sena- 
tors would listen to it they would not see any objection to it, The 
expense would not be very great, It does not involve the removal 
of the files generally throughout the building; but only the removal 
of those documents in the lofts of the old part, which haye been there 
a great many years. They are, of course, as the Senator knows, of 
great value, and yet are seldom resorted to. If this bill passes they 
are to bè put in safe places in the lower part of the building, safe 
from fire, there to remain until some future time when permanent 
provision for them will be made. The bill does not contemplate mak- 
ing any permanent provision, and the expense, which is not to be 
great, is to be paid out of the contingent funds of the two branches. 

Mr. MORRILL, If the Senator from Ohio will allow me, I will ex- 


plain a little further, There are two points in the Capitol, one over |. 


the old hall of the House of Representatives and the other over the 
hall of the former Senate Chamber, that are constructed entirely of 
wood, and all around the smaller domes, on the interior side those 
poina are completely filled with documents and booksof a very com- 

ustible nature. It is ascertained that we have some corridors in the 
lower basement of the Capitol and some store-rooms that would be 
sufficient for the temporary service now contemplated in the removal 
of those files and books that surround the domes over the old hall of 
the House of Representatives and over the old Senate Chamber so ag 
pa remove a considerable source of danger in case of any accident by 


Mr. THURMAN. I wish to ask the Senator whether the bill re- 
quires the removal of the Senate document-library ? 

Mr. MORRILL, Not at all, only the books and papers around the 
domes of the old Hall and old Senate Chamber. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I have nothing to say against it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I do not know that there is objec- 
tion to the bill, but it is a bad precedent to introduce a bill and pass 
it by unanimous consent at once. I think the bill ought to pass, but 
it can pass at a very early day by letting it take the regular coarse 
and go through “the proper committee. I hope the Senator from 
Massachusetts will not ask that it be passed this morning, but will 
let it go to a committee and they can report it to-morrow if they 
think proper. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let it be referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. DAWES. Ihave not the slightest objection to a reference if 
any Senator thinks there is objection to the immediate passage of 
the bill, either as a precedent or because of any provision in the bill. 
I thought the bill would so commend itself to the Senate that there 
would be no objection to its passage this morning. I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Publie Buildings and omnis. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. And let it be printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds, The rules provide for the 
printing, without a special motion, of all bills introduced and referred 
to committees. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2) releasing C. C. Webb, Ira P. Rankin, 
and the other sureties on the official bond of Frank Soulé, late col- 
lector of internal revenue for the first district of California; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No.3) relating to the equitable and legal rights of 

varties in possession of certain lands and improvements thereon in 

alifornia, and to provide jurisdiction to determine those rights; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, : 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 4) granting arrears of pension; which was 
read twice by its title, and refe to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introdace a bill (S. No, 5) for the removal of all disabilities im d 
by the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 6) to repeal the act of July 2, 1862, and such sec- 
tion of the Revised Statutes of the United States as perpetuates the 
oath therein F which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 7) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to ascertain the amounts due to citizens of the United States for sup- 
plies furnished to the Sionx or Dakota Indians of Minnesota subse- 
quent to August, 1860, and prior to the massacre of August, 1862, and 
providing for the payment thereof; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. } 

Mr. BAILEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 8) for the relief of Perez Dickinson, the sur- 
viving partner of James Cowan, deceased, heretofore trading and do- 
ing business under the firm-name and style of Cowan & Dickinson 
of Knoxville, East Tennessee ; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. H 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 9) for the relief of Duncan Marr, of Montgomery 
County, Tennessee; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALLACE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 10) for the relief of James Glover, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr, PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No, 11) to establish a branch mint of the United 
States at Omaha, in the State of Nebraska; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It will be recollected by the Senate that at the last 
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session of Congress a bill was passed by this body establishing the 

Territory of Huron. That bill in many of its sections had reference 

to other provisions of law, and those provisions were enacted with- 

out incorporating the language of the various sections referred to in 

the bill. A gentleman, very competent, has placed in my hands a 

bill for the vor 0755 of creating that Territory, and has embodied in 
t 


the bill itself the various provisions of law which the other bill re- 
ferred to, making it therefore, in my judgment, more desirable as 
containing in the organic act of the Territory the very provisions 
which are to be in force, without being obliged to refer to other acts 
to learn precisely what are the powers and duties of the Territory, I 
ask leave to introduce the bill and have it referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 12) to establish the 5 of Huron, and to provide a tem- 
porary government therefor; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 13) for the relief of Amy King; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 14) to authorize the construction of a pontoon- 
bridge across the Mississippi river from some feasible point in Butfalo 
County, in the State of Wisconsin, to some feasible point in Winona 
County, in the State of Minnesota; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. THURMAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No, 15) to alter and amend the act entitled“ An 
act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from 
the Missouri river to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Govern- 
ment the use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes,” 
approved July 1, 1362, and also to alter and amend the act of Coun- 
gress approved J uly 2, 1864, in amendment of said first-named act; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. THURMAN. This is the same bill which was reported from 
the Jndiciary Committee in July, 1876. I move its reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXPENDITURES OF WAR AND NAVY DEPARTMENTS, 


Mr. SARGENT. I ask leave to present the following resolution, to 
be considered at the present time: 


Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, requested, if not incompati- 
ble with the public interest, to transmit to the Senate a statement of the ap; op 
ee 2 6 by the Navy Department from the 4th of March, 1789, to 

und 30, i 


The document referred to has been prepared and is ready to be 
submitted to Congress. A similar one was submitted at the last ses- 
sion relating tothe State Department. Lask that the resolution may 
be considered at this time. 

i By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to consider the reso- 
ution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I notice that the resolution calls 
for information relative to the Navy Department alone, Probably 
before many days we shall have to consider the subject of an appro- 

riation for the War Department; and I ask the Seuator from Cali- 
ornia whether the same information in regard to the War Depart- 
ment has been prepared and is ready to be submitted to Congress? 

Mr. SARGENT. 1 am not informed that it is yet prepared. As 
soon as it is preparo, a similar resolution will be introduced in refer- 
ence to the War Department, and we can then get the information. 
Jam advised that this information in reference to the Navy Depart- 
ment is in readiness. As soon as I, or any other Senator, shall be in- 
formed that itis ready in reference to the War or any other Depart- 
ment, it can be called for, and will then be submitted to the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, If the Senator has no objection I 
should like to add “the War Department” to the resolution. If the 
information is not ready it probably will be ready soon, and it will 
come a little earlier perhaps by asking for it now. It would not in 
ot way embarrass the resolution, as the Senator sees. 

r. SARGENT. I suppose not. I think there is no objection to 
that amendment, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there is no objection, the resolution 
will be so modified as to include a like call from the War Department, 
As thus modified will the Senate agree to the resolution? 

The resolution was agreed to, 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

Mr. WALLACE. I offer the following order: 

Ordered, That the papers of James Glover be taken from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Has the claim been reported against at any time? 

Mr. WALLACE, I think not. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. If there has been an adverse report, under the 
rules the papers cannot be taken from the files unless additional evi- 
dence is submitted. 

PR lobes erate Tunderstand there has been no report adverse to 

e claim. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order will then be made, if there be 
no objection. 


On motion of Mr. WALLACE, it was 


Ordered, That James Millinger have leaye to withdraw his papers from the files 
of the Senate, b 


On motion of Mr, BECK, it was 


Ordered,’ That the petition and paporsof T. T. Garrard and othors be taken from 
tho files of the Senate and referred to the Committeo on Claims. 
Ordered, That the petition anil papers of Thomas M. Redd, of Paducah, Kentneky, 
be withdrawn from the files of thé Senate and referred to the Committes on Claims, 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Warren Mitchell, of Louisville, Kon- 
toky, be taken from tho files of the Senate and referred to the Committes on 
Ins. 


Mr. BAILEY. I offer the following order: 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers of Rev. Patrick A. Fesban, 
Catholic bishop of Nashville, for the use and benefit of the Catholic church of Saint 
Peter aud Saint Paul, at Chattanooga, Tennessee, be taken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Has there been any adverse report in that case? 

Mr. BAILEY. I do not know. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. I suggest that I think hitherto we have had a 
practice, perhaps no specific rule, but a very ractice, that 
orders such as this are granted provisionally, so that sien the Clerk 
looks up the papers, if he finds there has been an adverse report, 
then the reference does not go. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There is a rule on the subject. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands that there is a 
rule covering the case. 

Mr. EDMONDS. Then, with that understanding, of course we 
need not call attention to every case. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order is made. 

On motion of Mr. WADLEIGH, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and accom ng papers of Peaslee and 
taken as the files uf the Senate and 2 the Som ttoo on Gabs * 

On motion of Mr. MCMILLAN, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Alstorphens Wornioger be taken from 
the files of the Senate aud referred to the Committee on Military A fairs, , 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Ben. Holladay be taken from the files 
of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Ordered, That the petition and eta of W. L, Adams be taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask the Senator from Oregon 
whether he has conformed to the regular rule as to whether adverse 
reports have been made on those cases or not? 

. MITCHELL, There have been favorable reports in both 
cases. 
RECESS. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (at tweive o’clock and ‘thirty-five minutes p. m.) 
I move that the Senate take a recess until a quarter past one o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and at the expiration of the recess (at 
one o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the Senate reassembled. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, 


Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, the joint committee appointed to 
wait on the President of the United States and inform him that the 
two Houses of Congress were organized and ready to proceed to 
business, and prepared to receive any message he might be pleased 
to communicate to them, have performed the duty imposed on them, 
and the President replied that he would immediately communicate 
to Py two Houses, in writing. 

one o’clock and twenty-nine minutes p. m. the President’s 
Secretary, Mr. W. K. RODGERS, appeared below the bar and said: 

Mr. President, I am directed by the President of the United States 
to deliver to the Senate a message in writing. 

The message was received from the Secretary and handed to the 
Vice-President, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
3 seoor the President of tho United States, which the Secretary 
W. $ 

The Secretary of the Senate, Mr. GEORGE C. Gornam, read the 
message, as follows: 


Fellow-citizens of the Senate and House of Representatives: 


The adjournment of the last Congress without making re oe plan 
tions for the support of the Army for the present fiscal year has ren- 
dered necessary a suspension of payments to the officers and men of 
the sums due them for services rendered after the 30th day of June last. 
The Army exists by virtue of statutes which prescribe its 3 
regulare its organization aud employment, and which fix the pay o 

its officers and men and declare their right to receive the same at 
stated periods, These statutes, however, do not anthorize the pay- 
ment of the troops in the absence of ifie appropriations therefor. 
The Constitution has wisely provided that “no moneys shall be drawn 
from the Treasury but in consequence of appropriations made by 
law;” and it has also been declared by statute that “no department 
of the Government shall expend in any one fiscal year any sum in 
excess of appropriations made by Congress for that fiscal year.” We 
have, therefore, an Army in service, authorized by law and entitled 
to be paid, but no funds available for that purpose. It may also be 
said, as an additional incentive to prompt action by Congress, that, 
since the commencement of the fiscal year, the Army, thongh with- 
out pay, has been constantly and actively employed in arduous and 


dangerous service, in the performance of which both officers and 
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men have disc 
out complaint. 


their duty with fidelity and courage and with- 
ese circumstances, in my judgment, constitute an 
extraordinary occasion, requiring that Con be convened in 
advance of the time prescribed by law for your cee | in regular 
session. The importance of speedy action upon this subject on the 
part of Congress is so manifest that I venture to suggest the propri- 
ety of making the n appropriations for the support of the 
Army for thecurrent year at its present maximum numerical strength 
of 25,000 men, leaving for future consideration all questions relat- 
ing to an increase or of the number of enlisted men. In 
the event of the reduction of the Army by subsequent legislation 
during the fiscal year the excess of the appropriation could not be 
expended and in the event of its enlargement the additional sum 
required for the payment of the extra force could be provided in due 
time. It would be unjust to the troops now in service, and whose 
pay is already largely in arrears, if payment to them should be fur- 
ther tponed until after Congress shall have considered all the 
questions likely to arise in the effort to fix the proper limit to the 
strength of the Army. 

Estimates of Sppropeiations for the support of the military estab- 
lishments for the al year ending June 30, 1578, were transmitted 
to Congress by the former Secretary of the Treasury at the opening 
of its session in December last. These estimates, modified by the 
present Secretary so as to conform to present requirements, are now 
renewed—amounting to $32,436,764.98—and, having been transmitted 
to both Houses of Congress, are submitted for your consideration. 

There are also required 17 77 Navy Department 82,003, 861.27. This 
sum is made up of $1,446,688.16 due to officers and enlisted men for 
the last quarter of the last fiscal year, $311,953.50 due for advances 
made by the fiscal agent of the Government in London for the sup- 
port of the foreign service, $50,000 due to the naval-hospital fund, 
$150,000 due for arrearages of pay to officers, and $45,219.58 for the 
su — of the Marine Corps. 

T ere will also be needed an appropriation of $262,535.22 to defray 
the unsettled expenses of the United States courts for the fiscal year 
ending June 30 last, now due to attorneys, clerks, commissioners, and 
marshals, and for rent of court-rooms, the support of prisoners, and 
other deficiencies. 

A part of the building of the Interior Department was destroyed 
by fire on the 24th of last month. Some immediate repairs and tem- 

structures have in consequence become n , estimates 
for which will be transmitted to Congress immediately, and an appro- 
priation of the 7 8 funds is respectfully recommended. 

The Secretary of the Treasury will communicate to Congress, in 
connection with the estimates for the appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the current fiscal year, estimates for such other defi- 
ciencies in the different branches of the public service as require 
immediate action and cannot, without inconvenience, be postponed 
until the regular session. 

I take this opportunity, also, to invite your attention to the pro- 
priety of adopting at your present session the necessary legislation 
to enable the people of the United States to participate in the ad- 
vanta: of the international exhibition of agriculture, industry, 
and the fine arts which is to be held at Paris in 1878 and in which 
this Government has been invited by the government of France to 
take part. 

This invitation was communicated to this Government in May, 
1876, b7 the-minister of France at this capital, and a copy thereof 
was submitted to the proper committees of Congress at its last ses- 
sion, but no action was taken upon the subject. 

The Department of State has received many letters from varions 
pare of the country expressing a desire to participate in the exhibi- 

ion, and numerous applications of a similar nature have also been 
made at the United States legation at Paris. 

The Department of State has also received official advice of the 
strong desire on the part of the French government that the United 
States should 3 in this enterprise, and space has hitherto 
been, and still is, reserved in the exhibition buildings for the use of 
exhibitors from the United States, to the exclusion of other parties 
who have been applicants therefor. 

In order that our industries may be properly represented at the 
exhibition, an appropriation will be needed for the payment of sal- 
aries and expenses of commissioners, for the transportation of goods, 
and for other purposes in connection with the object in view; and as 
May next is the time fixed for the opening of the exhibition, if our 
citizens are to share the advantages of this international competition 
for the trade of other nations, the necessity of immediate action is 


ap nt. 

To enable the United States to co-operate in the international ex- 
hibition which was held at Vienna in 1873, Congress then passed a 
joint resolution making an appropriation of $200,000 and authorizin 
the President to appoint a certain number of practical artisans end 
scientific men who should attend the exhibition and report their pro- 
ceedings and observations to him. Provision was also made for the 
appointment of a number of honorary commissioners. 

have felt that prompt action by Congress in accepting the invita- 
tion of the government of France is of so much interest to the peo- 
ple of this country and so suitable to the cordial relations between 
the Governments of the two countries that the subject might prop- 
erly be presented for attention at your present session. 


The government of Sweden and Norway has addressed an official 
invitation to this Government to take part in the international prison 
congress to be held at Stockholm next year. The problem which the 
congress proposes to study—how to diminish crime—is one in which 
all civilized nations have an interest in common; and the congress of 
Stockholm seems likely to prove the most important convention ever 
held for the study of this grave question. Under authority of a joint 
resolution of Congress, approved February 16, 1875, a commissioner 
was appointed by my predecessor to represent the United States upon 
that occasion, and the prison congress having been, at the earnest 
desire of the Swedish Government, postponed to 1878, his commission 
was renewed by me. An appropriation of $8,000 was made in the 
sundry civil-service act of 1875 to meet the expenses of the commis- 
sioner. I recommend the re-appropriation of that sum for the same 
purposes; the former 5 Bering been covered into the 

reasury and being no longer available for the purpose without 
farther action by Congress. The subject is brought to your attention 
at this time in view of circumstances which render it highly desira- 
ble that the commissioner should proceed to the discharge of his 
jg oe duties immediately. 

the several acts of Congress providing for detailed re from 
the different Departments of the Government require their submis- 
sion at the beginning of the regular annual session, I defer until that 
time any further reference to subjects of public interest. 


R. B. HAYES. 
WASHINGTON, October 15, 1877. 


Mr. WINDOM. I move that the message be printed and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was a, to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Are there not some executive communications ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There are no further communications on 
the table of the Chair. The question is on the motion of the Senator 
from Vermont. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at one o’clock and thirty-nine 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TUESDAY, October 16, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer as follows, by the 
Chaplain, Rev. JohN Porsa, D. D., Methodist Church South, Balti- 
more, Maryland : 

We look to Thee, our heavenly Father, the giver of every good and 
perfect gift, for Thy special blessing upon this Congress. We thank 
Thee for all the tokens of Thy heavenly care, for Thy providence and 

ee, for all the dispensations of Thy love and bounty, and for Thine 
inestimable love in the gift of Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ. 

We bless Thee that we can come to Thee in prayer. We thank Thee 
for unrestricted access to the throne of heavenly mercy. Blessed be 
Thy name for the very favorable auspices under which the Congress 
of our nation has just assembled. 

Bless us with continued peace. Let quietness and assurance, peace 
and prosperity, be the heritage of our whole country. We pray Thee 
plenteously to endow the members of this Congress with Thy heavenly 
grace, with wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemp- 
tion. f 

Bless, we beseech Thee, Thy servant, the President of the United 
States; give him heavenly wisdom. Favor Thy cause and people 
throughout the land. Destroy the causes of war in their fountain, 
the human heart; and bring the desolations of our land to a speedy 
and perpetual end. Help us to pnt our whole trust and confidence in 
God. Help us to exercise implicit faith in the immutable promise, 
“ I will never leave thee ; I will never forsake thee.” 

As a nation may we be firm and united. May and happiness, 
may truth and justice, may religion and piety be established through- 
out this land. And finally, through infinite riches of grace in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord, save us forever. Amen. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A m e from the Senate by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, 
informed the House that a quorum of the Senate had assembled and 
that the Senate was ready to proceed to business. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HALE. I now call up the question of privilege upon which I 
sae the floor yesterday—the case of the Representative from Col- 
orado, 

Mr. COX, of New York. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I make the point of order that those who 
were first called upon to stand aside should have their cases first 
passed upon by the House. In support of that point I refer to a 
decision made by the Speaker in the first session of the last Con 
gress, which will be found on page 533 of “ Questions of order de- 
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cided in the organization of the House of Representatives,” as com- 
2 by our journal clerk. I send it to the Clerk’s desk to be read, 
t 


and ink that decision will dispose of the point of order and give 
priority to those first on the roll. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


When the State of Louisiana was called, 

Mr. Woon, of New York, said: I ask that Mr. Morey, claiming the seat from the 
fifth district of Louisiana, stand aside, 

When the State of Virginia was called, 

Mr, GARFIELD said: I ask that Mr. Joun Goong, jr., from the Second Virginia 
district, stand aside. 

At tho close of swearing in of members, 

Mr. Harris, of Virginia, said: I move that Hon. Joun GOODE jr., member- 
elect from the second district of Virginia, who holds the lar certificate, accord- 
ing to the laws of the Commonwealth, by which we all have taken our seats, bo 
allowed to qualify now. He has the prima facie case; and I believe it is the 
universal custom of the House in such cases to permit the party holding the prima 
Jacie evidence of the right to a seat to qualify, and then let the contest, if there be 
one, go on before the Committee of E ons, I will ask for the reading of the 
certificate of election of Mr. GOODE. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I make the point of order that the question must first be 
taken upon the member who was first called upon to stand aside. That question 
must first be decided. 3 

int of order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Very well, then; I will reserve the question for a 
moment. 

Mr. HALE. I have been made familiar with that decision by the 
very convenient compilation of the journal clerk, which I have just 
read upon that point. But I make this point, and it seems to me it 
ought to be a good one, that upon the very principles of the decision 
as just read by the Clerk the Colorado case should have precedence. 
The Speaker will bear in mind that in the case now before the House 
the rights of priority of members who were set aside upon the objec- 
tion of asingle member are antagonized by another case different 
from anything in the case just read. They are antagonized here by 
the Colorado case, which was before the House previous to the case 
of any of these other gentlemen, 

Now, of course, the fundamental thing upon which members are 
sworn in, whetherin a body together in front of the Chair or singly, is 
the certificate which they present—that is, the credential—that enti- 
tles them prima facie to a seat and to be sworn in. The mere fact that 
their names are placed upon a roll is only an incident succeeding to 
the presentation of a certificate. In this case the member from Col. 
orado, the gentleman whose credentials I have in my hand, presents 
his certificate. The Clerk rules him ont. He is, then, like these other 

ntlemen who have been ruled out on the objection of a single mem- 

r, outside of those who have been sworn in; but, although outside, 
he is before the House in a position preceding any of them; and while 
I can see, upon the decision which has been read, that, as antagonizing 
any other business, those gentlemen who have stood aside on the ob- 
jection of a single member should have their cases submitted at once 
and passed upon, (and this, I claim, is the whole scope of the ruling 
just read,) yet in this case it does seem to me that the member from 
Colorado has the right to have his case first heard and first passed 
upon, because he possesses what entitles any one to go before the 
Speaker and be sworn in: the uncontested certificate from his own 
State. I claim that, as a matter of precedent, the record just read 
does not controvert my ition. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, the proposition that 
before taking up the case of any gentleman whose name was not 
upon the roll at all the House shall consider the qualification of 
members upon the roll who were asked to step aside is reasonable 
and right and in accord with the practice, Any other ruling would 
work great hardship. These gentlemen were placed upon the roll by 
the Clerk under the law, and upon the objection of an individual 
member, which in its nature is arbitrary and might be factious, they 
were prevented from being sworn in. The Chair stated yesterday 
that such a single objection did not deprive those gentlemen of an 
right which they and if the occasion had presented itse 
these gentlemen, in the opinion of the Chair, would have had the 
right to vote, as they did in fact vote upon the election of Speaker, 
in the same manner as though they had been swornin. For these 
reasons the Chair sustains the point of order of the gentleman from 
New York. 

Mr. CONGER. I would like to submit one proposition to the Chair. 
The question arising in this case of Colorado refers to the correction 
or the making up of the roll, which precedes the swearing in of any 
member or the opportunity of any member to be sworn in. Now, it 
is claimed by some that the roll was not fully made up or was not 
made up as it should have been, and that therefore, before any mem- 
ber was sworn in, the roll should have been corrected. Others 
thought, however, that it was best to wait until the House was organ- 
ized; but as soon as it is organized the first question, it seems to me, 
shonld be whether the original roll was made up properly. I ask the 
Chair to consider this point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say, in answer to the gen- 
tleman from Michigan, [Mr. CoNGER,] that he does not think the 
language employed by the gentleman states this case correctly. He 
does not think that a correction of the roll should, in fact, precede 
the action upon the roll as made up under the law. 

Mr. CONGER.~ But, Mr. 5 suppose the roll had contained 
the names of but ten members; suppose it had presented a clear, 
open failure to comply with the law, (as is thought by some to be the 


case here,) would there not have been power at any timo, either before 
the House was organized or immediately afterward, to correct that 
roll and to correct the . of the Clerk? 

The SPEAKER. The ir presumes the gentleman from Michi- 
gan does not desire the Chair to express any opinion upon a case 
gues has not occurred and which the Chair thi is not likely ever 

occur. 

Mr. CONGER. Our only proposition is that this name had a right 
to be placed upon the roll, and that, if the Clerk failed to place it 
there, this House has a right to decide the question. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair will remind the gentleman that accord- 
ing to uniform practice, immediately upon the election of a Speaker, 
the first business is that those who are upon the rollshould be qualified. 
That business was interrupted in the manner which has been stated. 
And now, at the first opportunity, it is the reasonable right of those 
gentlemen who stood aside upon a single objection, that they should 
have their rights determined. 

Mr. REAGAN. In reply to what has been said by the gentleman 
from Michigan about the correction of the roll, I wish to say that 
this is not a mere question of the correction of the roll, because one 
of the principal matters to come up will be the determination as to 
who is prima facie entitled to the seat. I do not wish it to be under- 
stood that a prima facie case has yet been made out for any one. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM FIRST DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The SPEAKER. The first case in order 
Peal 7 The Chair has, I understand, sustained the point of 
order 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. HALE. And the Colorado case will be recognized as a matter 
of privilege immediately after these other cases are dis of? 

he SPEAKER. It will. The case first in order is that of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Rainey.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. I propose to have read to the House the 
certification from the late secretary of state of South Carolina, and 
also a statement of Governor Wade Hampton as to the first con- 
gressional district of South Carolina, and then I propose to offer a 
resolution based upon that statement. When these papers shall have 
been read gi san seach show to the House the p 
tion 5 
3 Does the gentleman ask that the resolution shall 

Mr. COX, of New York. Yes, sir; and I will then call the previous 
question unless some gentleman on the other side proposes to move 
to amend it or to debate it. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, Shag ten, erage of the prima facie as well as the final right of J. 8. 
Richardson and Joseph H. Rainey, contestants respectively claiming a seat in this 
House from the first district of th Carolina, be referred to the Committee of 
Elections, hereafter to be appointed ; and until such committee shall have 
in the premises and the House have decided said question, neither of said contest- 
ants shall be admitted to a seat. 


The Clerk then read the paper sent up by Mr. Cox, as follows: 
Tue STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA : 


To the House of Representatives of Congress of the United States: 

Hon. Henry E. Hayne, late secre! of state, as I am informed, has fur- 
nished to Joseph H. Rainey a certificate that, according to the returns of the board 
of State canvassers then in office, he, the said Joseph H. Rainey, has been prima 
Sacie elected to the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States as the Representative 
of the first congressional district of the State of South Carolina. 

In the discharge of what I deem an imperative duty, and as showing the views I 
entertain of the actual and substantial merits of the claim of said y and of 
the contestant, John S. Richardson, to the seat, I make the following statement of 
facts connected with the case, with a view of er toap r decision of the 
5 — when submitted to your honorable body, which is to er final judgment 

ereon : 

First. The board of State canvassers, upon whose returns said certificate of 
election to said Rainey was based, was at the time when said returns were made, 
under prohibition issued from the supreme court of the State, 8 and pro- 
hibited from making and certifying said returns as to members of the State Legis- 
lature; and said returns were made by them in contravention of the said order of 
the supreme court of the State. 

Secondly. That on the 14th day of November the counsel for the democratic 
party notified the said board of canyassers that he had applied to the supreme 
court of the State for a writ of prohibition and mandamus in every case of election 
coming before said board, in consequence of which notification the said board ad- 
journed to await the result of said application; and that at their next meeting on 
the following day, 15th November, the said board unanimously adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was filed in the supreme court, namely: 

5 That this board will not act upon any proposition until the question 
of its jurisdiction and duties be decided by the supreme court." 

That notwithstanding such resolution of the board of State canvassers and the 
panais of the proceedings in probibition in the supreme court of the State, the 

ra of State canvassers proceeded to declare the result of the general election 
held on the 7th November, 1876, and for such illegal action the board of State 
canvassers were adjudged guilty of contempt and punished by fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Thirdly. That said board of State canvassers, making the said returns upon which 
said ficate of election was certified to said Rainey, was composed of persons 
who themselves were candidates upon the same ticket as said Rainey, and 
did thus pass upon and certify to their own election as well as that of said Rainey; 
but that cach person compos: said board who had so certified to his own elec- 
tion, after full investigation and proof under 8 had in the supreme court 
of the State as to the correctness of said returns, and their rights to the offices, 
claimed thereunder, has been ousted by ots Stamens of the supreme court of the 
State of the several offices to which they had certified themselves elected. 

Fourthly. That said board of State canvassers returned that Jobn S. Richard- 
son, the contestant, received 16,661 votes at said election for said seat, and the said 
Joseph H. Rainey, to his answer to the protest of said John S. Richard- 
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Son oe ee, has admitted that the said Richardson received said number of 
Pitehly. I find that eee is according to the last United States census a 


1 mgd of all the legal v con, l district, and from the evidence 
within my knowledge and submitted to me I firmly and confidently believe that 
16,661 legal votes is a majority of all the legal votes cast at said election for said 
seat in eaid congressional district. 

Sixthly. I further find upon evidence submitted to me, and within my knowledge, 
that the election at which the said Rainey appears by said returns to have been 
elected was accompanied by such wide-spread intimidation, Syne from the 
intrusion and presence in the State and in the said congressional district of United 
States t as well as with such disorder, outrages, and frauds, on the part of 
the poli friends of said Rainey, as to satisfy me that the certificate held by 
said Joseph H. Rainey, based upon said election returns, is false as a certificate 
that he was duly elected by a majority of the | and qnalified votes of said con- 
gressional district. Abundantand conclusive evidence of the facts and views above 
stated will be in due time nted to the Congress of the United States; but the 
said certificate of election having been issued to the said Joseph H. Rainey, I deem 
it due to truth and justice, as well as to the contestant, John S. Richardson, and 
the constituency voting for him, that I should certify this statement that the whole 


case may be fully stated and explained. 
Witness my hand and the seal of the State at Columbia this 10th October, 1877, 
and in the one hundred and second year of American dence. 
1. S.] M. SIMS, 
Secretary of State. 


COLUMBIA, October 10, 1877. 


While I cannot with e ress any Official opinion upon a subject so pe- 
culiarly within the juried don, oft the House of Representatives of the United 
States, I deem it due to truth and but justice to the contestants, Messrs. J. S. Rich- 
ardson, M. P. O’Conuer, and G. D. an, to say that I am paoar cognizant 
of many of the facts stated by the secretary of state in the within paper, and I eon- 
cur in the opinion that in the first, second, and fifth congressional districts of this 
State there were out intimidation, and fraud to such an extent as to render 
the result of the election held on the 7th of November exceedingly doubtful as a 
fair and legal expression of the will of the people. 
WADE HAMPTON, 


Mr. MILLS. I desire to ask the gentleman from New York if either 
one of the parties has the certificate in due form signed by the gov- 
ernor of the State? F 

Mr. COX, of New York. There is no ar authenticated certifi- 
cate. I have had the papers read, and call the previous question on 
the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. E. I hope the gentleman will not do that until there has 
been an 1 1 for further explanation. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will yield to the gentleman from Maine 
to offer a substitute. 

Mr. HALE. First let me answer the question asked by the gentle- 
man from Texas, [Mr. MIıLıs.] Mr. Rainey does present a certificate 
in due form, which is at the Clerk’s desk, and which I ask may be 
read. I am informed that it is in the Clerk’s room. 

The SPEAKER. The paper to which the gentleman from Maine 
alludes is in charge of the Clerk of the House, and has been sent for. 

Mr. HALE. Let me say here that the question of the gentleman 
from Texas really covers this whole case of objection. hat has 
been read at the Clerk’s desk may be matter of import to be passed 
upon by the Committee of Elections when the contestant presents 
his case. Whether or not there was intimidation, whether or not 
there was overvoting, whether or not a due or undue proportion of 
votes were thrown in this district, are not questions which this 
Honse can consider or ever has considered as settling the prima facie 
case. It will be seen, when the certificate of Mr. Rainey is read, that 
it is a certificate which I presume nobody will question in regard to 
form, and that it is as good, prima facie, as my certificate, or as yours, 
or as that of the gentleman from New York, and it was so consid- 
ered by the Clerk, who placed him upon the roll; and Mr. Rainey 
stands here as half a dozen or more gentlemen on either side of this 
House stand, with a certificate, which the Clerk has passed upon, ob- 
jected to by one member, and it is now sought to smother his case 
temporarily by sending it to the Committee of Elections. It is a bad 
precedent, Mr. Speaker. It is a dangerous thing to embark on. I 
consider no certificate is worth anything if on such objections ‘as have 
been read here I can be setg@side and sent to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, which, with a full docket, may be weeks and weeks in PLEA 
ing, while I should have the same right to vote, act, and speak here 
as every other member. 

The action of the supreme court has been referred to in the memo- 
rial which has been read. I hold in my hand a certificate from that 
court reciting the vote, reciting the condition of things upon which 
the certificate has been made up, and reciting the facts upon which 
undoubtedly the Clerk, if he examined this case, placed Mr. Rainey 
upon the roll. I protest, and would equally protest if the case were 
on the other side of the House and any member there was sought to 
be kept out upon no better reason than this, against preventing a 
member from being sworn in, whatever may be the underlying 

unds for a contest. I ask the Clerk to read the certificate. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Office Secretary of State. 


I. H. E. Hayne, secretary of state, do hereby certify that at the general election, 
held pursuant to the constitution and statutes of this State on the seventh day of 
November, A. D. 1876, the following-named were duly chosen, as appears 
by the certificate and determination of the board of State canvassers on file 

ce, as members of the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States from the State 


lina: 
First district—J h H. 8 
3 
Third district—D. M yatt Aiken. 


this | 


Fourth district—John H. Evans. 

district—Robert Smalls. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the State, ai arepa Sines 4th day of De- 
cember, A. D. 1876, and in the one hundred and first year of the Independence of 
the United States of America. 

H. E. HAYNE, 


[sear] 
Secretary of State, 


Mr. HALE. Now, Mr. Speaker, following that I read the law, and 

pean er 7 nares ah of sne State of South Carolina. 
Ə ere is still another accom ing that 

which has just been read. 7 ENNES 

Mr. HALE. I prefer at this point to read the law as affecting the 
certificate itself. I read from title 2, chapter 8, section 32, referring 
to the secretary of state: 

He shall pre a general certifi under the seal of the and 
by him as eee — 8 eee to the House of Re ee 

nited States in that Congress for which any person shall have been chosen, of 
the due election of the person so chosen at such election as Representative of this 
State in Congress, and shall transmit the same to the said House of Represonta- 


tives at their first meeting. 

Under that statute, Mr. Speaker, every member who has been 
sworn in upon this floor from the State of South Carolina has pre- 
sented himself with just such a certificate as Mr. Rainey presents 
now. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. S er— 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Speaker, who holds the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemau from New York, [Mr. aa | 
411.5 2 of New York. Then I yield to the gentleman from Texas, 

r. MILLS. 

Mr. MILES. I desire to say, from the reading of that certificate it 
occurs to me that the gentleman from South Carolina has a right 
upon this floor equal to the right of any other gentleman upon it. 
The Clerk of this House is empowered by law to decide. He has a 
jadicial power to decide what name shall be placed upon the roll, 
and whether the certificate was in compliance with law. After he 
has made that decision and reported it to this House it is in the 
power of the House to revise it. But every presumption is in favor 
of the correctness of that decision. And if the gentleman from 
South Carolina can be ousted in this sammary manner without a 
hearing there is no other gentleman on this side of the House or on 
the other side of the House who cannot be as summarily disposed of. 

It was sought at the opening of last Con to perpetrate the same 
kind of injustice. It was attempted on this side of the House when 
we had a majority of about 70 or 80, and the House refused to com- 
mit the mistake and recognized the certificate of the governor of 
Louisiana as ample authority to seat the member from that State. 
Sir, the whole order of society, public liberty, peace and security 
among us, the right of property, public and panona security, and 
everything depend upon the rigid adherence to law. Here is the law. 
Why should we violateit? Simply because the majority on this side 
of the House have it in their power to oust a member of the minority? 
It may be the case that what is to-day the minority may be in the 
majority, and they may as arbitrarily and illegally assume to them- 
selves the right to pos onk a prima facie holder of the title to a scat 
until his case has n examined by the Committee of Elections. 
Sir, this is a judicial body, and upon all questions pertaining to the 
right of a member to a seat here we sit as a court and not as parti- 
sans. We have to pee upon the law and the facts as judges and not 
as partisans. The line of precedents is unbroken, unless it may have 
been broken during the storm of passion, that the man holding the 
certificate of the governor of his State is entitled to a seat on the 
floor until it is decided that he was not duly elected. 

Mr. COX, of New York, resumed the floor, 

Mr. HALE. Will the gentleman from New York allow me to offer 
a substitute for his resolution? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. HALE. I offer the following asa substitute for the resolution 
of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox:] 

Resol That Joseph H. Rainey be now sworn in as 
from the fret district of South Carolina. e e yi ian 

Mr. COX, of New York. It is not my intention, Mr. Speaker, to 
stir up any especial bad blood in this bad South Carolina business 
nor will I take any precedents from this side of the House as good 
examples to be accepted at this or any other time. We have prece- 
dents upon this point made by the other side of the House in favor 
of sending to the Committee of Elections these cases to determine 
the pone JSacie right to seat, as well as the merits of the case. 

The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] rose and gave the House 
the idea that the governor of South Carolina had certified to Mr. 
Rainey’s right to the seat. 

Mr. HALE. Oh, no! I had the statutes before me at the time. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Then the gentleman onght to have cor- 
rected himself from the statute, No governor of South Carolina ever 
certified that Mr, Rainey was entitled toaseat. The certification of 
Mr. Richardson is of equal validity with that of Mr. Rainey, except- 
ing this, that Mr. Richardson’s certificate is the last one and was 
issued after a re-examination, and he has as much right to a seat upon 
this floor as aps e Eman here, as he has the latest certificate from 
thesecretary of the State. But in addition to that he has a statement, 
not official, but a certification from Governor Hampton on that 
point, and 1 know that my friend from Maine will not go back on 
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Governor Hampton and Governor Hayes and the rest of the gov- 
ernors who have had their delightful little travel in the South 
recently. [Laughter and applause. 
I desire to read two authorities here to show that in cases where 
there have been two certificates the House, in its 3 
has determined to send them to the Committee of Elections for the 
ima facie right to the seat. There 
when Mr. Dawes made a report 


determination of the fact of the 
was a case which occurred in 1 
from the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. HOUSE. I desire to ask the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Cox] a question. Are both the certificates from the same source? 

Mr. COX of New York. They are both from the secretary of the 
State, but Governor Hampton has indorsed the last certification. 

Mr. MILLS. Does the gentleman from New York [Mr. Oe) sup- 
pose that the governor had a revisory power on the question of who 
was entitled to the seat ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I want to send this business to the Com- 
mittee of Election to ascertain who was properly elected under the 
revision made by the noble Administration of our good friends on 
the other side of the House. The point I make is that where there 
are two certificates fairly drawn and the last one issued upon a re- 
examination and indorsed by Governor Hampton, it is a fair case to 
be sent to the Committee of 8 to decide upon the prima facie 
right to the seat. Now I wish to refer to the precedents laid down 
by gentlemen upon the other side of the House. One was in the case 
of a territorial Deegan, Mr. Morton, who had received a certificate 
of election, and Mr. Dailey occupied the position of contestant sub- 
sequent to the igsue of the first certificate to Mr. Morton. The gov- 
ernor of the Territory gave Mr. Dailey a certificate of election on the 

und of alleged frauds in the vote for Morton, The question came 
fotos the House as to which gentleman was entitled to the prima 
Jacieright to hold the seat during the contest, and the House decided 
in favor of Mr. Dailey, who held the seat during the pendency of the 
contest. I quote from the report of Mr. Dawes, made the 14th of 
April, 1862; 

That, in conformity with the instructions of the Houss, embodied in a resolution 
adopted at the last session, in the following words: 

" Resolved, ibe gcd an a the case of thecontested seat for the Delegate from 
the Territory of Neb be referred to the Committee of Elections, and that 
they be authorized to investigate and report on the same without regard to noti 
and that all other cases of contests tor seata in this House be also referred to that 
committee for investigation and report“ 
they have examined and considered all the evidence referred to the committee 
and contained in Miscellaneous Document No. 4, of the last session, which was 
taken by either party on notice to the other. The election out of which this con- 
test has arisen was held on the 9th day of October, 1460, and the official canvass by 
the territorial board of canvassers showed the following result: 


Another case occurred in 1869, between Mr. Hoge and Mr. Reed, 
from South Carolina. I refer to the same: 


Mr. Cessna submitted the following report from the Committee of Elections: 

The third congressional district of Sonth Carolina is com of the counties of 
Orangeburgh, Richland, Edgeville, Lexington, Newberry, Abbevillo, and Anderson. 
The election for members of Congress was held on the 3d aay of November, 
1868, The cancidates for Congress were S. L. Hoge and J. P. Reed, and both pre- 
sented their claims to the House and are the claimants from the said third dis- 
trict of the said State, mentioned in the following resolution, referring the whole 
subject to this committee, namely: 

“Resolved, That the case of the claimants to seats in the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States from the third and fourth congressional districts of the 
State of South Carolina, with the papers relating to the same, be referred to the 
Committee of Ele. tions, when appointed, with instructions to re as soon as 
practicable, which of the claimants, if either, are entitled to seats, 

The committee first turned its attention to an allegation filed 5 S. L. Hoge, one 
of the claimants, that J. P. Reed the other claimant, was gible, not being 
able to take tho oath prescribed by the act o* July 2, 1862. 

The committee found this pa poe to be true, and so reported to the House. 
This disposed of Mr. Reed's o under the resolution of the House of March 


1869. 
he resolution of reference being silent on the subject, the committee determined 
to inquire who had a prima facie right to the seat, leaving the merits open to such 


person as might desire to contest. 
They found 5 papers referred two certificates pu g to be certifi- 
cates of election to Congress from the third district of South lina, which will 


be found in appendix * A and B. 

One of these certificates was signed by three 8 e can- 
vassers for said State, and certifies that J. P. was duly by a majority 
VVV V 

ce cate was R n; emselves Canvassers 
for tho State, (three of the persons signing this being tho same who signed the 
first-named certificate,) and certifies that S. L. Hoge was duly elected by a majority 
of the legal votes in d third district. K 8 iy X 

We think also tbat this decision can be snstained upon ciple. The question 

is entirely within the control of the State canvassers or the governor of Stato 
as the case may be, under the law) until the roll of the House is made up by the 
lerk. There is no vested right under a certificate that would prevent the can- 
vassers from rectifying any error or mistake that may have occurred in their 
deliberations or action until the holder of the same has awarded his seat by 
the Clerk of the House, &c. 

I now move the previous question on the resolution and substitute. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I hope my friend will not call the pre- 
vious question at this time. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will yield to the distinguished gentle- 
man, formerly chairman of the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I admit the full force of all the gentle- 


man from Maine [Mr. HALE] says in regard to the efficacy of a cer- 
tificate of election. But these South Carolina cases stand by them- 
selves. The first day or two after the commencement of the last 
session of Con this same question arose in the case of Mr. Buttz, 
of South Carolina, who presented his certificate and asked to be 
sworn in. A resolution was offered to refer that case to the Commit- 
tee of Elections. The case arose ont of the same election, held on 
the same day and certified by the same officer as in the case now 
before the House. And after argument the House held that it was 
proper for that case to go to the Committee of Elections. And why? 

cause it was historically known to this House that that returning 
board in South Carolina had acted in defiance of law, had acted in 
defiance of the mandate of the court; that after the court had issued 
iés mandamus directing them not to act they had acted in secret and 
had issued these certificates. The court held afterward that such 
action was in contempt of the court and was void, and the members 
of the board were put in 1 Of that judicial act this House is bound 
to take official notice, In view of that fact the case of Buttz was 
referred to the Committee of Elections, and my friend from Texas, 
(Mr. Mitts,] who certainly must have forgotten the fact, is found 
voting upon the yeas and nays to so refer that case. 2 : 
_ I now ask that these cases may take the same direction. It is not 
improper for me to say that the committee gave that case a very 
thorough and a speedy examination, and in less than a month reported 
that Mr. Buttz was entitled to his seat, not by virtue of his fraudu- 
lent pepan, but by virtue of the popular vote which he had received ; 
and he was sworn in and took his seat. Let these cases follow the 
line of their illustrious predecessor. They are certified by the same 
officer and the election occurred on the same day. This House should 
not be asked to reverse the precedent which it set at the last session. 

Mr. COX, of New York. - I now yield to the gentleman from Texas 
er Mors} for five minutes, after which I will call the previous 
question. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the gentlemen will noś insist upon closing de- 
bate so soon. 

NOTIFICATION OF THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. GOODE. The committee appointed to wait upon the President 
and inform him that the House is organized and is ready to receive . 
any communication he may desire to make have discharged that duty 
and report that the President states that he will send a message in 
writing forthwith to the House. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM SOUTH CAROLINA, FIRST DISTRICT. 


Mr. MILLS, I do not know how the poene from Virginia [Mr. 
HARRIS] voted upon the case which he mentioned, nor do I rec- 
ollect how I voted. It is a matter of no consequence to any member 
of this House how either of us voted. I do not even recollect the 
facts of the case. But it is a matter of infinite importance that this 
House shall do right; it is a matter of vast importance that mem- 
bers of this House shall adhere to the law. It is a matter of no con- 

nence who is benefited by such adherence to the law. 
ow, I hold as a proposition that cannot be controverted even by 
one possessing the ability of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. HAR- 
rg bres the question of the election and qualifications of a member 
of this House is one which rests exclusively here. Courts and States 
may command ministerial officers; courts may command them to dis- 
en, their duty; but at last the question of the title to a seat in 
this House is to be determined here, and nowhere else in this country. 
I have before me an authority stating clearly and unequivocally 
that where the authority has once been exercised by the governor of 
a State, or the secretary of a State, or whomsoever the authority is 
d in to give a certificate of the prima facie right to a seat in 


re 
this body, that power is exhausted, and there remains no authority 


to revise that act. Its final decision must be by this body. I read 
from page 154 of McCrary’s American Taw of Elections: 
Sxc. 213. In the case of Sheafe vs. Tillman (2 Bartlett} 907) alike question was 


again and the sound rule that a ministerial or executive officer can ex- 
ercise no judicial functions was adhered to. In the report in that case the doctrine 
is laid down as follows, (p. 910 :) 

“ There is no law of the State of Tennessee that gives anthority to the governor 
to reject the vote of any county or part of a county. His duty is ouly to compare 
the retarns received by him with those returned to the office of the secretary of 
state, and upon such comparison being made to ‘deliver to the candidate receiving 
the highest number of votes in his district the certificate of his election as Repre- 
sentative to Couvgress.' (Code of Tennessee, sec. 935, p. 339.) Ifill votes have 
been cast, if irregularities have existed in the elections in any of the counties or 

recincts, if intimidation or violence has been used iu deter legal or peaceable cit- 
ns from exercising their 25 voters, to this House must the party deeming 
himself epee look for . ‘This great power of determining the question 
of the right of a person to a seat in Congro-s is not vested in the executive of eae 
State, but belongs solely to the House of Representatives.” (Constitution Uni 
States, art. 1, sec. 5.) 

That, I think, settles conclusively the rale which should govern our 
action in this case. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

r. RAINEY rose. $ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Cox] that the gentleman from South Carolina, [ Mr. 
RAINEY, ] whose seat is in question, desires to be heard. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I would not deprive him of that right. 


I was rey ARAE to him. 
Mr. R EY. Mr. Speaker, I would not have a word to say on 
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this occasion if I were not perfectly satisfied that a misapprehension 


exists in the House in regard to the status of this case. The secre- 
tary of state who issued the certificate to me, issued it under the 
authority of law. According to the present statute of our State the 
governor is not required to issne certificates to persons elected as 
members of Congress, All the five members who come here from 
that State, democrats as well as republicans, come here by the count 
of this identical board of State canvassers. They were all counted 
in by that board; and they come here with certificates from a secre- 
tary of state whose title is undisputed—Secretary Hayne—by whom, 
before his time expired, these certificates were issued in accordance 
with law. We have presented them here as giving us a prima facie 
right. We allstand upon the same basis—upon a common platform. 
Any objection to this prima prene case affects equally the status of 
ines 8 member, because we all come here on the count of the same 
dentical 5 

I am willing that my case, at a proper time and in proper form, 
shall go before the Committee of Elections. I feel satisfied to have 
it go there. I met justice at one time at the hands of this House, 
and I feel that it will not be denied me in this C But I do 
not want my case to go before the committee in this form. I do not 
want my case to be a precedent for making null and void the prima 
facie right of a member to his seat. Not that I am unwilling to trast 
the Committee of Elections, though I do not know who may com 
that committee; but I prefer to enjoy my rights. Though I bea 
republican and a colored man, I know that I have rights under the 
nag prea and I prefer to enjoy them as do other members upon 
this floor. 

I therefore appeal to the House and ask that my case take the same 
course as the cases of other members standing in a similar position on 
this floor. Make no exception in this case. upon a proper hear- 
ing of the case this House should decide that I am not entitled to a 
seat here, I shall retire. I want Toning but what is right. If [have 
been elected by fraud or intimidation, let me be excluded; though I 
know that if the records were carefully looked into I would never be 
charged with anything of that kind. 

I thank the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] for the courtesy 
he has extended to me in allowing me to make these remarks. In 
conclusion I ask that the certificate from the clerk of the supreme 
court of the State of Sonth Carolina, as handed in by the gentleman 
from Maine, be read as part of my remarks. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have no objection, if it does not consume 
my hour. 

Mr, RAINEY. Oh, not at all; it will take but a few minutes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


THE STATE or SOUTH CAROLINA: 


In the supreme court. 
Ix RE R. M. Lewis ET AL. 
vs. } Suggestion for prohibition and mandamus. 
H. E. HAYNE ET AL. 


In the supreme conrt of the State of South Carolina. 


The board of State canvassers, respondents herein, hereby certify that it apponi 
by the statements of the several boards of county canvassers, laid before this board, 
that the following-named have received the number of votes set opposite 

eir respective names for the several ollices herein designated, namely: 

* 


For members of Congress. 
First district: y 
Joseph H. Rainey received vie 80 
7.6 Richa 0] ͥ palh acer ee a 
Ponty ccacnceccncpsotpascatiavves . 1 


Second district, (anexpired term:) 
C. W. Buttz received 
M. P. O'Connor, received 
Scattering 


Second district, ( term:) 


Board of 
Tne STATE or SOUTH CAROLINA: 
In the supreme court. 
I. Albert M. Boozer, clerk of the said court, do hereby certify that the foregoing 


is a true and correct extract, taken from the return of the board of State canvass- 
State ex rel. Le 


my office. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the 
said court at Columbia, this 10th day of February, A. D. 1877. 
[sear] ALBERT M. BOO: 


Clerk of Supreme Court Sovth 


Mr, RAINEY. With the statement I have made and the paper 
which has just been read, I leave the case to the House. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. BANKS.] 

Mr. BANKS. I submit that the gentleman from South Carolina 
LMr. Rainey] ought to be admitted to take the oath us a member of 


this House, because he has the certificate of his government that he 
has been elected according to law. There is noreason why the House 
should not hereafter inquire into the validity of that election. It 
may make such inquiry the very moment after Mr. Rainey has been 
admitted upon the certificate. But the very existence of our Gov- 
ernment depends upon our recognition of the certificates of State gov- 
ernments to the election of members of this House. We could never 
organas this House if any member was tted upon xoy opinion 
of hisown to impeach the certificates of the governments nnder which 
members of this House are elected. Until the last Congress, the prec- 
edents of which have been referred to by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, there has never been a single case where this House has set 
aside, as to the prima facie case, the certificate of a State government 
to the election of a member of Congress. In every case where the 
certificates have been disregarded as prima facie evidence of election, 
it has been where the officer or officers that made the certificate have 
im hed their own certificate. 

t me state briefly (for I have buta moment or two) the case of 
New Jersey, which was one of the historical cases upon this subject. 
The certificate of the ee ee of New Jersey was e e in the 
election of members from that State many years ago, but the fact 
was that the governor of New Jersey impeached his own certificate, 
He said he was obliged, as an officer, to give the certificates of elec- 
tion of certain men to this House, although he knew they were not 
elected, and only regretted he had not the power to give the certifi- 
cates to the other men, who were the contestants. That was the 
ground upon which the certificate in the case of New Jersey stood, 
and it was rightly suspended, as I think, by the House; at least 
there was color for that action. The honorable gentleman from New 
York has remarked that they stand upon this 3 — that the 
same government, the same officers, have given a certificate of elec- 
tion, which would have been received as prima facie evidence, but 
they have impeached their own act, leaving this House without any 
authority or evidence upon which we can stand. If I understood 
him correctly, (and you know, Mr. Speaker, how difficult it is for u3 
to understand all that takes place in this Hall,) then in both of these 
cases the officers of the government who gave the certificate of elec- 
tion afterward im hed the certificates and left us without any 
positive knowledge of the grounds upon which the case rested. 

Now, the gentleman from Texas [Mr. MILLS] has stated clearly to 
the House the principle upon which this practice rests: the recogniz- 
ing the certificate of the governor as prima facie evidence. All our 
rights, all the rights of State governments, the very existence of the 
Government itself, all of them stand upon this principle; and I ven- 
ture to say that there is not a gentleman on the other side of the 
House, not a member of the last House of Representatives who voted 
to sustain a different principle, who, if he continues here, will not 
reverse his previous action, because he will find it impossible to carry 
on the Government under any other principle than the one which I 
maintain. 

Gentlemen of the House cannot give to this question too much con- 
sideration. If we do not recognize the action of the State govern- 
ment, then there is no government. I do not mean that we are not 
authorized to inquire into the validity and to set aside if we find 
justification for it, but in the organization of the House it is our duty 
to follow the nniform practice of the Government. If there is a prec- 
edent in contravention of that unbroken practice, as certainly there 
was in the last Con still the recognition of the acts of a sov- 
ereign State, to which that State is entitled when it certifies according 
to its laws, under its great seal, by the officers of the government, the 
recognition of the certificate of the governor to the fact of the election 
ought to be respected in this ease, and the gentleman from Sonth Car- 
olina, in accordance with precedent and under the practice I have 
spoken of, should be sworn in and take his seat. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I yield to my colleague, [Mr. TOWNSEND. ] 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I only wish to make a statement. 
I desire to state, Mr. Speaker, when the case of Buttz was before the 
last Con there was no question made as to the merits of that 
case. The only question raised was whether he had the prima facie 
right upon his papers; and it was only the question whether his 

aper made a prima facie case that was refe to the Committee of 
Elections. It was on that alone the committee reported. The com- 
mittee never examined whether there was not wrong done or not. 
It never had any such question referred to it. The committee exam- 
ined the papers as to whether they covered the pee fare right of 
Buttz to a seat; and that was the only question decid 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. In explanation of what has been stated 
by the gentleman from New York, I beg to add that he is substan- 
tially correct. If gentlemen will look at the report of the committee 
they will see that it was unanimously adopted, with only one or two 
exceptions. The committee reported that the certificate of the gov- 
ernor or secretary of state, Mr. Hayne, under which the claimant 
named asked to be seated, was null and void, or to that effect, and 
that the certificate from the supreme conrt giving a majority to Buttz 
gave him the prima facie case. It was the court’s action which gave 
the prima facie case, and not the certificate. It was on that ground 
the committee decided. Being satisfied, on examining the prima facie 
case, that he received a majority of the popular vote, the question 
never was decided with reference to its merits, and Buttz held his 
seat during the remainder of that Congress. 
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Mr. COX, of New York. I will now close the debate in a few 
words. All that has been said as to ts can be answered by 
the remark that the precedents are all in one direction. The case of 
Buttz is in the line of the thought as just expressed. In the cases of 
Beck, Grover, and Jones, from tucky in 1867, where there was a 

vernor’s certificate, they sent the prima facie case to the commit- 
tos It has been done again and again and the reason given. The 
reason at that time was not perhaps so creditable to the other side 
of the House as the reason we now giva in this particular case of 
South Carolina. I wish to say that supreme court of the State 
of South Carolina inhibited particular officers from certifying 
to the election. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to inquire whether the facts in the South 
Carolina case are analogous to those in the precedents cited and 
whether there was any writ of prohibition from a court in those prec- 
edents cited against the issuing of a certificate, as in this South 
Carolina case ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I find all of the cases tend to one conclu- 
sion. My friend from Massachusetts says that the government in 
South Carolina has certified. What government? 

Mr. BANKS. The government that elected him. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Who form the present government of 
South Carolina? 

Mr. BANKS. That is another question. The present governor is 
Governor Hampton. But Hampton’s government did not elect these 

ntlemen. 

Os. COX, of New York. There was a government there based on 
fraud and wrong. 4 

Mr. BANKS. The single question is if the impeachment of a cer- 
tificate by a subsequent secretary of state invalidates that which had 
been given by his predecessor. ; 

Mr. COX, of New York. When a certificate comes in on a fair ex- 
amination and judgment, I say, with all t to Mr. Rainey and 
without any prejudice as to his color or previous condition—I say to 
him and to gentlemen on that side that I will take the last best judg- 
ment in that case of South Carolina. I think your Administration has 
reformed some judgments in regard to South Carolina; and in view of 
the paper received from Governor Hampton I am in favor of sending 
this case to a committee. I call the previous question. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. 8 er— 

Mr. COX, of New York. I yield to no one further. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] 
asks that the gentleman from New York yield to him some time. 

Mr. COX, of New York. If the gentleman from Massachusetts de- 
sires to address the House on this question I will not fail to give him 
an o 1 as I have not seen him here for two years; but I 
would like to have a chance to reply after he is through. 

Mr. BUTLER. I presume my absence has been a deprivation of 

leasure to the gentleman from New York, [laughter,] and therefore 
Fieni his conrtesy. 

I desire, Mr. S er, to call the attention of the House torthe ex- 
act question and to make a statement of it so that it can be under- 
8 . By the law of South Carolina the secretary of state gives the 
certificate. That certificate was given to Mr. Rainey, and there is 
no contest that that certificate was in due and regular form as much 
as any certificate which has been presented here. Now, then, npon 
that he comes here as all the rest of us do and produces the certificate 
to the Clerk of the House and upon examination the Clerk decides that 
that certificate forms the regular credentials of amember of the House, 
and every one of the members from South Carolina stands upon that 
same regular credential. Upon that they were put upon the roll and 
Mr. Rainey and all the members from South Carolina were allowed 
to vote for Speaker and for Clerk. 

Mr. Rainey then presented himself to be sworn in. And now comes 
the objection that he should be deprived of the prime facie rigi which 
the Clerk, the adjudicating officer upon the subject, gave him. Upon 
what ground? If another certificate from the governor, or other 
State officer who had the right to interfere, came here, why that 
would raise such doubts of what was the voice of the State that the 
House would say, we will have that referred to the committee. But 
what is the paper upon which this contest is made? It is a statement 
from Governor Hampton that it is not his duty to officially interfere 
in this case, I repeat it, I went to the Clerk’s desk a moment ago to 
get the statement of Governor Hampton, and I find that he says it is 
not his duty to interfere in this case officially, but for his friend, the 
contestant, he will certify to certain facts as an unofficial act. Am 
I right or wrong as to this fact? If I am right, that is the end of 
this case. If I am wrong, it is the end of my speech. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman is wrong. I call the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. BUTLER. And the question is whether the gentleman on this 
floor, accredited pecording to the law of the State which he repre- 
sents, is to be sent away for an indefinite fang of time, (for I have 
always known the majority or almost all of the contested-election 


cases to be decided in the last weeks of the e be sent away, 
I say, for an indefinite length of time on the unoflle 
body on earth. 

Mr. COX, of New York. There is no unofficial action in sending 
matters of this kind to the Committee of Elections. That committee 
is the organ of the House. The prima facie case is to be decided 


ial action of any- 


there, and re 


1 to the House. This is nothing unusual. This 
which is now offered to the lips of gentlemen, has very often 
been o to our lips. Very often, again and again, in the Ken- 
tucky and other cases we have had this question here. Why, then, 
should we change a well-considered rule to gratify gentlemen on the 
other side when they happen to be in a minority 7 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 


A message in writing from the President of the United States was 

communicated to the House by Mr. RODGERS, his Private Secretary. 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM SOUTH CAROLINA FIRST DISTRICT. 

Mr. POTTER. I hope the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] 
will, for a few minntes, withhold his call for the previous question. 

Mr. Moin New York. I yield n to my co 0. 

Mr. POTTER. The gentleman from Massachusetts Fur. BUTLER] 
is entirely right, as I think, in saying Mr. Rainey comes in on a 
certificate in form. He is farther right, as Í think, in saying 
that no statement on the part of Governor Hampton can affect Mr. 
Rainey’s right to his seat. 

But there remains one other fact which the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has not mentioned and which seems to me to present what- 
ever difficulty there is about this case, and that fact is that the sec- 
retary of state for the State of South Carolina, after giving the first 
certificate, in which he certified that Mr. Rainey was regularly elected, 
gave a further certificate certifying that the canvass of the votes 
upon which the first certificate was was conducted in defiance 
of a writ of prohibition issued by the court of highest authority in 
that State; and the question presented to us, therefore, now is, whether 
a gentlewan coming here with a certificate from the proper authority 
of the State declaring that he was legally elected, when followed b 
another certificate from the same authority that the canvass by whic. 
he was elected was conducted in defiance of a writ of Prohibition 
from the highest court of the State, is entitled prima facie to have his 


seat. 

This question is not free from difficulty. The jndgments of courts 
of competent jurisdiction must be respected. At the same time it is 
important that the House should be organized, and this might be 
prevented if we should seat no one properly qualified because it was 
alle; that his certificate of election had n improperly issued 
to him. For it should be observed that the secre of state is not 
vested by law with any special authority to make this second certifi- 
cate, herefore, for myself, I am bound to say that, in this case, I 
am rather disposed to think that the better way is to give Mr. Rainey 
his seat. It is not very likely that such an extraordinary state of 
things as existed in South Carolina at and after the time of this elec- 
tion will exist in this country again in this generation. It is of the 
first importance that we should have some means of o izing this 
House, and if we go into an inquiry as to writs of prohibition and 
other outside matters, however important, such an organization might 
be defeated. Mr. Rainey has the certificate from the authority in the 
State entitled by law to give such certificates, which in form is com- 
plete, so that his right has been recognized by the Clerk of the House, 
the officer authorized by law to pass upon that question in the first 
instance, and who in this case has passed upon it in Mr. Rainey’s 
favor and 3 his name on the roll. It seems to me that on the 
Whole, considering the anomalous condition of things in South Caro- 
lina and the danger of going behind certificates from the proper 
authority, even if given against a writ of prohibition, it is better to 
swear in Mr. Rainey and let the merits of the case be referred to the 
Committee of Elections when appointed. 

Mr. BANKS. Will the gentleman from New York [Mr. POTTER] 
allow me to ask him a question before he takes his seat ? 

Mr. POTTER. Certainly; with pleasure. 

Mr. BANKS. My question is whether the second credential was 
issued by the same secretary of state who issued the first certificate ? 

Mr. P ER. The certificate was issued by the same official, the 
secretary of the same State, but not by the same person. 

Mr. BANKS. He was not secretary of state under the same gov- 
ernment that issued the first certificate. As I understand it the sec- 
retary of state upon whose certificate Mr. Rainey claims the right 
to take his seat and his oath of office has never been impeached. 

Mr. POTTER. The secretary of state of the administration for the 
time being gave Mr. Rainey the certificate of election, and his suc- 
cessor in office certifies to the facts which call the first certificate in 
question. Nevertheless, I argue that Mr. Rainey should be sworn. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I approve of the argument made b7 my 
colleague, but I think his argument proves that we should send this 
case to the Committee of Elections, and I do not know why he does 
not vote with us after making that argument. I call the previous 
question upon the resolution and substitute offered therefor. 

The SPEAKER. Thel first 1 is on the substitute offered by 
the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HAL, I which will be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That Joseph H. Rainey be now sworn in as a Representative in Con- 
gress from the first district of the State of South Carolina, 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The question being on agreeing to the substitute, 

The aaston was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 175, 
noes 

Bo the substitute was agreed to. 
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The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. BUTLER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
2 e ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 

e table. 

i latter 5 was agreed =" 3 % 5 

r. RAINEY then appeared, and qualified by taking the oath pre- 

scribed by the act of July, 1862. 75 

Mr. COX, of New York. I rise to a question of privilege. I move 
that the papers in the case be referred to the Committee of Elections, 
when appointed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM SOUTH CAROLINA, SECOND DISTRICT. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that there is no objection 
to the swearing in of Mr. Cain. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have nothing to do with Mr. Cain, but 
I understand that my friend from Kentucky [Mr. CLARKE] has a reso- 
lation which he desires to offer in relation to that case. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I offer the resolution which I send to 
the Clerk’s desk, and in connection with it, I ask for the reading of 
the certificate of the secretary of state of South Carolina. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, the question of ima facie, as well as the right of M. P. 
O'Conner —— Richard H. 8 ively, pemn ry seat in this 
House from the second district of South Carolina, be referred to the Committee of 
Elections, hereafter to be appointed. And until such committee shall have re- 
ported in the premises and the House has decided such question, neither of said 
contestants shall be admitted to a seat. 


Mr, CLARKE, of Kentucky. I now ask for the reading of the cer- 
tificate of the secretary of state of South Carolina. 
The Clerk read the paper, as follows: 


Tue STATE or SOUTH CAROLINA : 


To the House of Representatives of Congress of the United States: 


In the discharge of what I deem an imperative duty, and as showing the views 
I entertain of the actual and substantial merits of the claim of said Cain and of 
the contestant, M. P. O'Connor, to the scat, I make the following statement of facts 
connected with the case, with a view of conducing to a proper decision of the case 
plowed gras yal dria honorable body, w is to render final judgment 


n. 
First. The board of State canvassers, upon whose returns said certificate of 
election to said Cain was based, was, at the time when said returns were made, 

ibition issued from the supreme court of the 


under State, enjoined and pro- 
hibited from making and certifying said returns as to members of the State Legis- 
Jature, and said returns were made by them in contravention of said order of the 


o court of the State, 
dly. That on the 14th day of November the counsel for the democratic 
party notified the said board of canvassers that he had applied to the supreme 
court of the State fora writ of prohibition and mandamus in every case of election 
coming said „ in consequence of which notification the said board 
adjourned to await the result of said application, and that at their next meetin 
on the following day, the 15th of November, the said board unanimously adopted 
the following resolution, which was filed in the supreme court, namely: 
“Resolved, That this board will not act — any proposition until the question of 
its jurisdiction and duties be decided by the supreme 5 
hat notwithstanding such resolution of the board of State canvassers and the 
ings in prohibition in the supreme court of the gered ng 
on 


din, 
Foard of State canvassers 
held on the 7th of November, 1876, and for such illegal action said board of 
State canvassers were adjudged ty of contempt and punished by fine and im- 
ment. 

Thirdly. That said board of State canvassers making the said returns upon which 
said certificate of election was certified to said Cain was composed of persons who 
themselves were candidates u the same general ticket as said Cain, and did thus 
pass upon and certify to their own election as well as that of said Cain, but that 
each person composing said board, who bad so certified to his own election, after 
full investigation and proof under proceedings had in the supreme court of the State 
as to the correctness of said returns and their rights to the offices claimed there- 
under, has been ousted by the judgment of the supreme court of the State of the 
several offices to which they bad certified themselves elected. 

Fourthly. That said board of State canvassers returned that M. P. O'Connor, the 
contestant, received 13,028 votes at said election for said seat, and that Richard H. 
Cain, 8 his answer to the protest of said M. P. O Connor, to me shown, 
has admitted that the said O Connor received said number of votes. 

Fifthly. I find that 13,023 votes is, according to the last United States census, a 
majority of all the legal votes in said con: district, and from the evidence 
within my knowledge, and submitted to me, I firmly and conddently believe that 
13,028 legal votes is a cen gra bog all the legal votes cast at said election for said 


. I further find upon evidence submitted to me, and within my knowl- 
edge, that the election at which said Cain appears by said returns to have been 
elected was accompanied by such wide- d intimidation, resulting from the 
intrusion and presence in the State and in the said congressional district of United 
States troops, as well as with such disorder. peony ee and frauds on the of 
the political friends of said Cain, as to satisfy me that the certifcate held by said 
Richard H. Cain, based upon the said election returns, is false as a certiticate that 
he was duly elected by a majority of the legal and qualifled voters of said con- 
gressional rict. Abundant and cor evidence of the facts and views 
above stated will be presented in due time to the Congress of the United States; 
but the certificate of election having been issued to the said Richard H. Cain, I 
deem it due to truth and justice, as well as to the contestant, M. P. O'Connor, and 
the constit voting for him, that I should certify this statement that the whole 
case may be fully stated and F 

Witness my hand and the of the State at Columbia this 10th day of Octo- 
ber, 1877, in the one hundred and second year of American 555 

[sear] R. M. 8 —. — — 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. In connection with the resolution 
which I have offered and the certificate just read, I ask to have 


VvVI—5 


printed in the ConGREss1onaL RecorD, without reading at this 
sens; tee Eibe Forts ark Pos in ria matter of he election of a 
member of the Forty-fifth Con m the second co ional 
district of South Carolina. it e 
i aneo being no objection, it was so ordered. The memorial is as 
‘ollows: 


MEMORIAL AND PROTEST IN THE MATTER OF THE ELECTION OF MEMBER OF THE FORTY- 
FIFTH COXGRESS FROM THE SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Memorial and protest of M. P. O'Connor and others of the people, on behalf of 
themselves and thirteen thousand and twenty-eight voters, against the righi 
title of Richard II. Cain to the seat. Ait feyz 


To the honorable the members of the House of Representatives 
of the United States, in the Forty-ffth Congress assembled : 

On_the 7th of November, 1876, in conformity with the laws of this State and of 
the United States, an election was held in tho counties of Charleston, Clarendon, 
and Orangeburgh, composing the second congressional district of South Carolina, 
for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress from said district. 

There were two candidates for this office in the field—Richard H. Cain, the 
republican candidate, and M. P. O Connor, the democratic candidate. The machin- 
ery for conducting the election was made up by the appointment by the governor 
of three com mers of election in each of the aforesai 


recin: ot in managers 

C 

— the republican party, and ono in each from the democratic party. 
these a number of United States 7 marshals and supervisors of election, com- 
posed of a two-third ty of licans, wero inted; and in addition n 
number of deputy sh were appointed by the sheriffs of Charleston and Orange- 
burgh Counties, exclusively republican in their polities. In the a intment of all 
these officials, from the county commissioners of election down, selection was 
80 biased as to give an undue advantage and ascendency to the republican party, 
and was designed to affect the fair result of said election. 

In presenting the state of the vote cast in these three counties, constituting tho 
second district, we will adopt in our enumeration, for convenience and tho facility 
of publio reference, the vote cast for governor, inasmuch as the variance in the 
votes cast for governor and those cast for member of Congress is so very trifling 
that for this purpose, and for eliciting the truth, we can safely assume tlieni to be 


the same. 

By reference to the table of votes to be found at page 116, 2, congressional 
report — the election in South Carolina, we find that whole number of 
votes polled in Charleston County amounted to 23,841, of which we will assume 
(for the discrepancy is but the smallest fraction, and too trifling) that Richard H. 
an received . ä 8.809. 2 EE 

n Orangeburgh County 7,339 votes were polled; of which Cain received 
4,469, aud N. P. O'Connor 2870. 

In Clarendon County 3,317 votes were polled; of which R. H. Cain received 
1,831, and M. P. O'Connor 1,436. 

The total vote for R. H. Cain in the three counties summing up 21,382, and the 
total for M. P. O'Connor 13,115; with a majority, to these tables, of 
8,267 in favor of R. H. Cain. 

The primary returns from which this summary is taken were made hy the man- 
agers of 8 to the county commissioners of election, and by them 

joctored in the interest of the blican party, and forwarded to 
2 in Columbia. The mem of this board 


republ: candidate for member of Congress; and the members of tho board, who 
certified their own election along with that of Cain, have been ousted of their State 
offices by the jndgment of the supreme court of the State of South Carolina. 

This board met in secret; conducted their p in a manner to ex- 
clade all investigation or serutiny of their conduct; and exercised func- 
tions that did not belong to their office; first i m set at defiance the 
authority and mandate of the supreme court of the State; were attached for con- 
tempt of the authority of the court, fined and imprisoned ; and escaping punish- 
ment through the surreptitious and malign intervention of another tribunal, havo 
a Ar this day —.— themselves, but now stand convicted and unpurged of 

eir crime, 


and 


This certificate is TTT 
of the legal votes cast in said election; that his alleged my pe is fictitious an 
fraudulent by virtue of the illegal votes which were cast in said election in his 
favor, largely in excess of the legitimate vote of the three counties of the second 
con district, and in excess of his alleged majority; and becanse his com- 
petitor, M. P. O Connor. did, in fact and in truth, receive a majority of the legal 
votes cast in said election, which entitles him to the seat. 

To determine the gressional district we have various data 
to us in our inquiry. Taking the population of the three counties as a basis, 
and ap n th, which the voting population bears 
to the Hole, we are furnished with one method of solution. 

According to 8 9 8 the 1 States of the 
every el e States, the voting stren 
of a community bas never, — times, one in every six of on ten 


t 
rgh County to 16,865, and the et eee 8 A = 
ae ir population 


as the voting strength of these three counties, we have 
constituting the entire vote; and if we increase the ratio to onc- 
fifth, we have 23,953 as the full vote. Now, the whole vote cast in these three 
counties at the election in November, 1876, amounted, upon the face of the returns 
and the declaration of the board of State canvassers, to 34,497, in the ig Te of 
one vote to each 3} of population. Now, subtract from this one-fifth, 23,953, the 
given ratio of the voting to the whole po ion, we have left 10,544 votes over and 
above the legitimate voteof these three counties; and, taking another test, if wo 
subtract from the entire vote cast, 34,497, the vote of the three coun 
according to the United States census of 1870, w has been state to amount to 
ss aas we — left 9,485 * excess ha . a $ 
ow, we will separate the count oe ascertaining t timate 

vote in each, and the excess cast in each in t 160 
In Charleston, populations. . Va sh Usedes saaan 
Vote in the ratio of one-fifth of population.. 8 

Vote cast in 187 6c. e00 —— 2 


Excess over legal vots 6, 000 
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Excess over legal vote -......... 2 3 


J cconectessowsessecces: 2 908 

In Clarendon, population 8 . — 14,038 
Vote in the ratio of one-fifth of population . 
Vote cast in 1879 . e —— . 
Excess over logal voto -R ««t 510 

Total population recapitulated II“ ꝙ ꝙ 2 119, 766 
Total vote cast in 1878 be „ 34. 497 
Vote in ratio of one-fifth of population 4 E 853 
Excess over legal votkts .-4---2----200-s 000 1 


And testing it according to the voting strength, by the United States census of 
1870, we have as follows: 


Charleston, voting strength........... . e 
Vote cast in 1870 — a 23, 841 


Clarendon, voting stren, 
Vote cast in 1876 renee 


‘The 

allowed by the registrars to all offering to 
pace tof 5,025, and Clarendon 2,320. 86 
the anxiety of the republican 


registration a3 large as 

ble. In the presidential contest of 1868 the whole vote polled in Charleston was 

17,536, in bye, wp 3,055, in Clarendon 2,220. In TO rey wore’ contest of 1872 
TO 


I 


the whole num votes cast in Charleston was 13,500, in Orangeburgh 3,334, in 
Clarendon 1,431. Now. if an average shonld be taken of the votes cast in the dif- 
ferent general elections between 1868 and 1876 in those counties where the radical 
party had unopposed and sway, the result will be found to tally 
closely with the vote allowed these counties in the ratio of one-fifth to their entire 
population. The vast excess took pas in i878, by fraudulent and illegal voting, 
when the eee pany was struggling for life, and to avert the downfall 
which had been fo! and e ted by some of its sanguine followers. 

At the general election held in 1874, there were two re ican rival candidates for 
member of the Forty-fourth Con namely: C. W. Butta and E. W.M. Mackey. 
E. W. M. Mackey received the certiticate of his election from tho secretary of 
state, based upon the returns of the board of State canvassers. Buttz contested 
Mackey's seat, and the committee of the House of Con to whom the matter 
was referred, after a fall, minato, and patient investigation, re that the 
frauds and ac yori of said election were so numerous and wide-spread as to 
viliate the whole election, and recommended that it should bo declared null and 
void, and the seat held by Mackey made vacant. This report of the committee 

vote taken in the House, and a new clection for the un- 


as well as by other parties, and it impossible to 


ascertai votes were 8 

Now, let it be borne in mind that the vote cast in the city of Charleston in this 
election was 10,409 against 12,517 in 1876. 

If the frands and irregularities practiced in that election were monstrous, they 
pale into insignificance before the 8 crimes committed the fres- 
dom and pea of the elective franchise in 1876. The enormous and excessive vote 
which was pol ed in Charleston and Orangeburgh Counties last November cannot be 
accounted for, save upon the theory that the whole election machinery was engi- 
veered and manipulated by a party determined to bring about a result that would 
give Chamberlain so Gay pantera ogi in this 83 negro section as would coun- 
32 dead majority for pton that might be given bim in the upper counties of 

te 

In order to swell the republican vote beyond its legal proportions and deercase 
the full s of the —— vote, not only was the election machinery craft- 
ily and f ulently used, but intimidation and threats of intimidation upon a 

gantic scale were resorted to, to force the colored people, whether so inclined or 
not, to vote the republican ticket, and to prevent them pel voting the democratic 


between fourteen and twenty-one, was pay and openly done. There was no hin- 
derance to the perpetrati ore license was given to the tur- 
bulent element among the blacks, by the State municipal authorities in this 
locality, to overawe peaceful and law-abiding citizens into constrained submission 
to the most t outrages, At page 12, report 3 committee, 
part 1, the committee aay: Manx cases of threats and violence were proven 
as coming from colored people to deter men of their own race from votin th the 
democrats. Women utterly refused to have any intercourse with men of theirown 
race who 3 the republicans. One instance was proven of the actual 
desertion by a wife with the children of a husband because he made campaign 

for the democrats." Maddened by the dread of defeat and the intoxicat- 


bo: 

enormities which their evil and the counselsof their leaders might prom 
At pago B, con VCC In t 
low country, both before and upon the day of electi - 
timidation was resorted to in order to prevent . from voting the democratic 
ticket. Threats were first employed, and when they failed to nce the desired 
effect, the most cruel and barbarous measures were reso to; m 


were 
stripped naked, beate» with whips and clubs, and in some cases cut with knives 
or razors; their only offense being that they had resolved to vote the democratic 


ticket. The nogroes, maddened by the report circulated. by. unseru 
leaders, that if she democratic party should rf peas cm 


threatenin that 
nigger that offered to vote. As the negro approached the he 
upon by these armed mon. If he had a democratic ticket in his hand it was taken 
him, a republican ticket substituted, and the voter marched np. to the bal- 
x with clabs brandished over his head, and compelled to deposit his ticket in 
the presence of his assailants. It was by such means that the voice of the 0 
was stifled and large majorities rolled up for the men who had brought ruin aud 
disaster u every business interest in South Carolina, f shed her peop! 
made her jury krupt, banished from the faces of her children the smile o 
hope, and left in its stead a settled gloom and despair.” ` i 


N reinforcements of United States troops wero sent into tho State upon the 
sible 


; i 
At page 12, congressional report, the committee say: In addition to the Army, 
State was crowded with United States duputy marshals and N 
of election. Fifteen hundred of these men were stationed on election day at 
the various precincts iu tho State. 
republican party. Many of theso could not read their own commission nor tho 
printed instructions issued by the Attorney-General. They were entirely nofitted 
to be charged with preserving the peace of the community at a time of so much 
excitement.” In conjunction with these forces, a host of doputy sheriffs were 
5 by the sheriff of Charleston County, to act as ralliers and whippers in 
the republican party, and as intimidators. The whole influence of the State 
government and its officials and of all the United States officeholders were con- 
centrated and freely used for some woeks before the election, to carry the election, 
foul or fair, for the republican party. 

Against these combined efforts of tyranny and wrong, the only safeguard and 
protection left for the white people and democrats depended npon the rifle clubs 
that were organized in Charleston. Theso clubs were originally formed for social 

but were fostered by Governor Chamberlain. Someof them were armed 
— e State throngh him, and were called the militia of citizen soldiery of the 
State. They were drilled by their officers to afford protection to the who 


prevent them from voting the democratic ticket. 

It was under this black and malignant reign. with tumult and strife in the vory 
air, and bloody-handed riot ready to ing from its lair and rend the vitals of 
society, that the political canvass of 1876 was conducted, and the election of the 
Tih of November was held in Charleston and Orangeburgh Counties, Sueb an eloc- 
tion was a mockery and a snare. 

At this distance of time from the date of the occurrences it makes the blood boil 
over the recollections of the taunts, indignities, and outrages that were heaped 
upon unoffending citizens at tho polis in Charleston. The city of Charleston on 
the day of election was at the mercy of a brutal and licentious mob, and her nt 
and law-abiding people saved from an outburst of insurrectionary frenzy crime 
simply by the fortitudo of their endurance and submission. At two o'clock a. m. 
the morning of the clection, bands of black radicals, with fife and dram, 
the streets of the city, making the night hideous with their barbarous yells and 
at this dead hour summoning with loud demonstrations at each citizen's gate the 
minions of their party to swell the rauks of the boisterous legions who were pre- 
paring to do the evil work of that election day. Mischief was then afoot, and it 1a 
not surprising that their devilish machinations should have culminated in the 
scenes of riot and bloodshed which a fow days after disgraced the strects of 
Charleston. In the language of the committee, “Clearly an election held under 
such circumstances should not stand for a moment.” To uphold it would be at 
war with all sense of right and would shock any fair mind. An election to be 
valid must be free. No show of military 8 at an election to interfere with or 
in any way to control or influence it should be tolerated for a moment. 

An election under snch circumstances is worse than a fraud. To recognize the 
election under such circumstances would bring our institutions into di and 
contempt. Ande virtuous citizen of the Republic answers back the indi 
nant denunciation the committee, that the man who carries with him to tho 
Forty-fifth gress the certificate of the historically infamous returning board 
of 1876 — —— 55 0281 18 — — the steps on psi —.— Bes pr the 
pavements of the tol p astoun were the house of, re} 
resentatives of the Gencral Assembly of ti is State by the enormities of the frands 
and irregularitics which were dono in Charleston at the election, that, after a most 
careful and impartial investigation of the whole subject in the case of the protest 
against tho Charleston delegation by the committee specially appointed for this 

urpose, it was resolved by an almost unanimous vote to exclade the Charleston 
egation, and their seats were declared vacant and a new election ordered, 
which has been held and a new set of Representatives beon chosen. 


These are the facts sifted out of a vast mass of testimony upon which protest- 


ants claim: 
Ist. That the certificate of election as a member of the Forty-fifth Congress 
ae H. Cain holds is false and fraudulent. 


in said election ; and this being made to appear the facts if the House 
should determine that a valid election has been held, he is entitled to take the 
seat as member from the second district of South Carolina in the Forty-fifth Con- 


gress. 

In support of these propositions your momorialists claim that, according to the 
United States census of 1870, without regard to the other tables cited upon which 
te base an enumeration, the legal vote of the counties of Charleston, Orangeburgh, 
and Clarendon, cannot exceed the maximum of 25,012 votes; and that the excess of 
votes cast over this number should be subtracted from the total vote shown by 
the returns to hare been given to R. II. Cain. This subtraction from his vote 
should be made because it has been shown, and the to Congress establishes 
it, that all the oe e votes were cast by tho republi y- The fleld was 
clear, and they the opportunity to cast them and to inish the vote that 

ould have been cast for the domocratic candidate by preventing mmy who wero 


Many acted as electioneering nts of the 


1877. 
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Connor actually received 13,023, 
The vote that he received was 
has net been im ed. All that did 
in scales, there is lit 

of the community has been 


; i ty of the legal 
in 8 ere Charleston, Orangeburgh, e declared 
th the ballot-box. : 

Pat it the House shonld come to the conclusion not to seat Mr. O'Counor, in 


that event we protest as invalid the election held for r from the 
second con: onal district of South Carolina; and in behalf of the laws which 
have been lod upon, and order which has been overthrown in that 


electi 
and for the vindicatiun of the freedom and purity of the elective franchise, — 
for the honor of American insti! we demand and protest that the said elce- 
tion be declared null and void. £ 


R. SIEGLING, 
JOHN H. DEVEREUX, 
EDWARD LAFITTE, 
R. B. 
X THOMAS R. McGAHAN, 
And others. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I now yield to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. SourTHARD, ] after which it is my intention to call the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. rise to favor the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr, CLarke,] for the reason, in addition to 
what was said in the discussion of the case just disposed of, that the 
election was held in South Carolina under the most extraordinary 
circumstances. Whether the point I shall make to the validity 
of the election itself, so as to be considered by the Committee of Elec- 
tions or by the House at this time, I will leave to the judgment of the 
House. 

It is a notorions fact that the election in Sonth Carolina was held 
ata time when that State was under the ban of insurrection, as pro- 
claimed by the President of the United States on the 17th of October 
last, and under military occupation. Military oceupation of that 
State was taken even earlier than October last and was continued 
down to April of this year. I say the election was held under the 
proclamation of the President that the State was in insurrection; and 
if in insurrection it was not in a condition to elect anybody, and a 
certification of the vote under these circumstances is s mockery. For 
these reasons and in order that the matter may be fully investigated, 
I favor the resolution offered by my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. 
CLARKE. > 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I yield to the gentleman from Maine, 
[Mr. HALx, ] who desires to offer a substitute for my resolution. 

Mr. HALE. I send up to the Clerk’s desk a substitute for the res- 
olution now pending. I do not propose to debate it at all, for I be- 
lieve the action of the Honse already taken in another case settles 
the yuestion involved in this case, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Richard H. Cain be now sworn in as a Representative in this Con- 
gress from the second district of the State of South Carolina. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. Iwill now yield a few minutes to the 
gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN.] 

Mr. REAGAN. I pro to make a single point upon the question 
before the House, because I think this House made a mistake in its 
action upon the last case by failing to comprehend the precise rules 
which should govern these cases. It is laid down that the certificate 
of election first issned to a person claiming a seat in this House, if 
regular in form, constitates a Ph eo Jacie right to the seat; but it 
is also laid down in the law of election that where a second certifi- 
cate is issued showing that the election is not legal the first certifi- 
cate does not create a prima facie case; that is, where the first cer- 
tificate creates a prima facie case a second certificate from the same 
officer, certifying in the same capacity, gives this House to under- 
stand, as in this case, that the first certificate was issued in violation 
of law and in defiance of a writ of prohibition. 

+ Now, if in this case the first certificate was so issued and that fact 
comes to us from an officer authorized to certify the fact, then we 
have before us that which shows that no prima facie case has been 
made; and, if we adhere to een gees would prevent us from rec- 
ognizing this as s prima Jace case. It seems to be held by some here 
that, becanse the first certificate shows an election and the informa- 
tion of the unlawful issuance of that certificate comes from a second 
certificate, we must disregard that second certificate. I invoke the 
attention of the House to the fact that both of these certificates come 
from the secretary of state of South Carolina. It is not sufficient to 
say that the one comes from one political partisan and the other from 
another political partisan. Each comes from the legal authority, the 
secre of state, under the great seal of the State, the one certifi- 
cate ing a facie case and the other disclosing to us the fact 
that the first was issued in defiance of a writ of prohibition served 
upon the returning officers by the supreme court of the State of Sonth 
Carolina. That being so, it seems to me that the case ought to be 
referred to the Committee of Elections to determine the prima facie 


case. 

I regret that I have not the cases now before me, but I have read 
them within the last two or three days, several cases decided by this 
Tleuse within the last ten or fifteen years, in which the question of 
prima facie right along with tho contest has been roterred to the Com- 


mittee of Elections, I apprehend that some of our friends here are 
laboring under a mistake from not having investigated those saiet, 
and suppose that there is always a prima facie case, Our reports o 
contested -election cases are full of instances where the question of 
contest and also of prima facie right have been referred to the Gom- 
mittee of Elections. 1 will read an authority which will be respected 
by this House as pretty high authority upon this point. I read sec- 
tion 225 of American Law of Elections, by our late colleague and the 
present Secretary of War, Mr. McCrary: 7 

While it is, as we have seen; true that, where a certificate of election is confined 
be arerin orai paa a Lr grabs ga meg wipe lar gag ge peg y 
effect, it is prima facie evidence that such person is entitled to the 
truo that whero it recites the facts upon which the certifying officer relies as his 
justification for issuing it, and where, from those facts, it arr br pace that the 
porate paned wen Bot clecind, Uae Cocsiabaes AAO YE Baer va. Harvey. 32 

igen I submit, is an authority precisely in point. It refers to a 
case where the certificate discloses facts which vitiate it. Ipresame 
that the same principle would apply when two certificates of equal 
authority come from the same oflicer. Now, in this case, if we can 
determine from the case made by the two certificates of the secre- 
tary of state, without resorting to proof aliunde, that there was not 
a lawful election—if the case as certified by the secretary of state 
shows without proof aliunde that the certificate was issued inst 
law, in violation of law, in contravention of a prohibition issued by 
the supreme court of South Carolina, then there certainly cannot be, 
either in law or principle, any difficulty in deciding that this ease 
should go to the Committee of Elections in order that they may deter- 
mine, preliminarily, who is entitled to this seat. : 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I yield five minutes to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. MayHaM.] 

Mr. MAYHAM. Mr. Speaker, as has been suggested by the gentle- 
man from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] who preceded ine, it seems to me that 
the House is running into an error in assuming that here is a clear 
prima facie case. In the New sy case, to which the distinguished 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] has referred, the Gov- 
ernor after issuing one certificate impeached that certificate by issaing 
another. Applying that rule to this case, we would have a right to 
say that here no prima facie case has been made. It is true that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts undertakes to draw a distinction be- 
tween two different secretaries of state—between two different indi- 
viduals who have held that office. But I apprehend that the House 
cannot be mistaken upon that 2 5 It is the seeretary of state as 
an officer, not as an individual, who certifies ; and can it be said that 
after one certificate has been made in favor of one candidate, and the 
same officer, acting under the influence of investigation more mature 
and more deliberate, has certified in favor of another candidate, tho 

rima facie case is in favor of the one who holds the first certificate? 

t seems to me not. What is the effect, then? Without knowing 
which of these gentlemen is entitled upon the Sacie case to a 
seat here, shall we assume to seat one of them when the other, so far 
as the official certificate is concerned, has as good a prima facie right 
as the one whom we assume to seat? 

How shall we arrive at a correct conclusion or approximate a cor- 
rect conclusion? By referring this whole subject of the prima facie 
right to the Committee of Elections. They can investigate this ques- 
tion; they can arrive at a correct determination, or at least approxi- 
mate a correct determination; while if we und to decide the 
question now, we have before us two certificates without really know- 
ing the merits of either, and must pass upon them without investi- 
gation. I submit, therefore, that the only safe course for us to pur- 
sue, the only proceeding in perfect harmony with the decision in the 
New Jersey case to which the gontleman from Massachusetts has 
alluded, is to refer this case to the Committee of Elections for a deter- 
mination of the prima facie case. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I now demand the previous question. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MILLS. This is a matter of so much importance that I hope 
some one may be heard on the opposite side of the question. I appeal 
to the gentleman from Kentucky to yield to me for a few moments, 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman ean secure the floor by inducing 
the Houso to vote down the previous question. 

Mr. MILLS. I do not know whether we can do that; and I would 
like to be heard npon the question. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Kentucky yield to the 
gentleman from Texas, [Mr. Mitts]? 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I yield five minutes. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, I state as an incontrovertible legal 
proposition that where the certificate, upon its face, is in conformity 
with law, thero is no power anywhere to revise that cortificate ex- 
cept in this House; and that in all cases where the question as to the 

rima facie right has been referred to a committee for decision it has 
in every solitary instance, where the certificate was irregular. 

Now, sir, in tho case of Simpson rs. Wallace, from the State of 
Sonth Carolina, 3 in the same book from which my colleaguo 
(Mr. REAGAN] , the board authorized by law to canvass the ro- 
turns attempted to revise those returns and correct an error; and this 
House decided that it could not be done; that the certificate being 
in conformity with law, a clear, unequivocal statement on its face, in 
compliance with law, entitled the party holding it, and entitled the 
constituency ho claimed to represent, to the respect of this Hense, 
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Why, sir, it is a blow at the rights of iby Rae to deny to any 


man holding such a certificate a voice in the organization of the 
House. It is an attempt to strike down the sacred right of repre- 
sentation; and I will let my arm be stricken from my body before I 
will relinquish this right of the American people that lies at the very 
foundation of their civil liberty. If you can deprive this man of 
his right to take a seat here on his prima facie case, you ean deprive 
of their rights his two democratic colleagues who are in the same 
position. What difference can you make, what distinction can you 
draw between him and the gentlemen who sit on this side of the 
House who came here accredited by the same authority? This fact 
is so patent, so conclusive, that no gentleman on this floor dare to 
question it. Yet we are told that a prima facie case, regular, duly 
legal, may be referred to a committee. 

r. MAYHAM. Are there two certificates in this case? 

Mr. MILLS, I understand their names are all in the same certifi- 
cate. But let me say to the gentleman from New York that we can- 
not go behind the certificate. The door is closed on the first certifi- 
cate and the power to revise resides nowhere but here. It makes no 
difference that there is fraud, that there is violence, that there is 
intimidation. I care not what may be the objection to the first cer- 
tificate, if it is in due form of law, and that is determined by the an- 
thority of the t seal of the State, then the certificate is entitled 
to command the respect of this House, and gives the right to the 

n bearing that certificate to a seat in the organization of this 
onse, 

Mr. SPARKS. Will the gentleman from Texas allow me to inter- 
rupt him for one moment? 

r. MILLS. Certainly, 

Mr. SPARKS. If the right to revise is in this House, has not the 
Honse, then, the right to use all its powers in that direction? Has 
it not the right to obtain all the light and information it can, by re- 
ferring the question to the Committee on Elections, and, on the 
report of that committee, acting advisedly? 

r. MILLS. Not a prima facie case. Prima facie means pre- 
sumption, The gentleman from Illinois is too good a lawyer to ask 
me such a question as that. Presumption sits by the fireside of every 
man in this land, to protect his life, his liberty, and his property. 
Every act of a sworn officer carries with it the presumption of 
correctness, This differs from the case where the certificate is not 
in due form, and gentlemen onght to draw the distinction between 
this and a case which is not in compliance with law upon its face. 
A case which is not in compliance with law on its face, or a cer- 
tificate which recites a fact which shows that it is illegal, does not 

resent a prima facie case, If it recites the fact that the election was 

eld on a day prohibited by law, it is a nullity, and stands in the 
same position as a case where there is no certificate at all. Where it 
recites substantial compliance with the law, then it is conclusive, 
and the House must permit the member bearing such a certificate to 
participate in the organization of the House, 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky, If there be no objection, I will now 
call the 1 

Mr, CAIN, I the gentleman from Kentucky to yield to me for 
a moment. 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. Certainly. 

Mr. CAIN. I wish to remark, Mr. Speaker, that there is no differ- 
ence in the cases presented before this House from South Carolina. 
There is no difference in the certificates of the five members coming 
from the State of South Carolina, which have been presented to this 
House. The same secretary of state, under the same great seal of 
the State, gave to me, to Mr. Rainey, to Mr. SMALLS, to Mr. AIKEN, 
and to Mr. Evans, the same certificate of election. We stand, there- 
fore, upon the same basis, claiming the same right. 

I want to say this, for if the election be not correct it is no fault 
of mine. If the certificate be not correct, it is, nevertheless, in accord- 
ance with law and precisely like the others. The laws of South 
Carolina prescribe that the secretary of state shall issue the certifi- 
cate, and that certificate I have presented. A mistake possibly was 
made in the fact that the certificate given to me was given daring 
the time when the secretary of state was impeached. There is no 
such thing as calling in question the election of the secre of state 
80 far as that certificate is concerned, for it was given after that qués- 
tion was settled, and, therefore, it must be held to be valid. 

Again I received, as has been read from the desk, the certificate of 
the supreme court certifying to my election. The cases are the same, 
All I ask is that the 15,267 voters who gave me the majority in my 
district shall have fair representation. I ask that the right of fran- 
chise peionging to those I represent shall be secured. I ask the 
same right in the administration on the one side as upon the other. 
We only ask equal justice; nothing more than a fair chance in the 
race of life. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I now yield for a few moments to the 
gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I shall vote in favor of the resolution, 
and I shall vote that way for the reason that I do not believe this 
makes what is called a a facie case, I admit the force of the rule 
in a prima facie case, but I maintain that the case now before the 
House does not fall within the rule. The inquiry is presented, what 
is a prima facie case? The gentleman from Texas says it is a presump- 
tion. It is the first presumption which is raised in a case, but wher- 


the legislation o 


ever there is a secondary tet eee the prima facie case yields to 
that secondary presumption. When the secondary presumption ob- 
tains, one presumption cancels the other. This is not a prima facie 
case, but it is a dual case presented to this House, and I cannot see 
how it is that any man ng upon presumption can settle the ques- 
tion satisfactorily which one of these certificates reflects the great 
fact which is to prevail in this House, which one of these contestants 
has been elected by the people of Sonth Carolina. That is the ques- 
tion; there is the great Pa TO of State rights and popular rights; 
that is reflected by the will of the people; and while we stand here 
to adjudge these questions there is an important duty which rises 
before us as Representatives and falls within our constitutional ob- 
ligation, that no poe shall Speer we as a Representative here in 

the country until he has a prima facie right to act. 
But when the same authority from the same State comes with two 
certificates and says to the Representatives here that you must accept 


‘the one prima facie and reject the other because the adoption of one 


necessarily results in the exclusion of the other, I cannot feel the 
force of the argument that has been made. I think that it is due to 
the Representatives of this body, to the people of South Carolina, and 
to the ular rights of all the poops of the country, that this ques- 
tion should be referred, when the certificate comes in a dual form, 
that the fact may be determined which one, actually reflects the 
will of the people of South Carolina. 

In reply, Mr. Speaker, to the suggestion which has beon made that 
the members from South Carolina all stand upon the same platform, 
all hold the same certificates, it is my understanding that one set of 
these Representatives hold the certificates of one secretary and the 
other set hold the certificates of both forms of government, whether 
de jure or de facto; and as a matter of course the cases are distinguish- 
able, and should be distinguished by the House. These being the 
reasons which are operating upon my mind, I yield the floor, claiming 
the right to vote in accordance with the view which I have now ex- 


pressed. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I demand the previous question. 
by previous question was seconded and the main question or- 


ered, 

The SPEAKER. The question is first on the substitute offered by 
the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HALE.) 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ELAM. I desire tosay that I feel some delicacy in voting upon 
this question. 

The SPEAKER. That is a question for gentlemen to determine 
themselves. 

Mr. HALE. Let the substitute be read. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I ask that the original resolution may also be 


The resolution and substitute were read. 


The question being taken on agreeing to the substitute, there were— 
yeas 151, nays 89, not voting 19; as follows: 


ler,Gardner,Garfi, Id. Glover, Gunter, Hale, Hanna, Herden 
W. Harris, Henry R. Harris, 
Hendee, Henderson, Hiscock, House, Hubbell, Hunter, Humphrey, Hungerford, 
Ittner. J: ig pe bheg 5. Jones, Joyce, Keifer Keightley, Kelley, 8 finger. 
5 „ Lathrop, Leonard, Lindsey, ng, Lynde, Marsh, McCook, 
McGowan, McKinley, McMahon, Mills, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Morse, Neal, 
Page, Patterson, Peddie, Phelps, Phillips, Pol- 
lard, Potter, Pound, Powers, Price, Pagh, Rainey, Randolph, Rea, |, Rice, Rob- 
bins, George D. Robinson, Milton S. Robinson, Ryan, Sam n.Sapp; Sayler, Schleich- 
er, Sexton, Pana: oi Sinnickson, Slemons, Smalls, A. Herr Smith, Starin, Sten- 
ger, Stewart, John W. 


White, Willets, ad yr Ail ts Andrew Williams, “ harles G. Williams, James 


Hartze! 
Henry: Hewitt, Herbert, Hooker, Hunton, Frank Jones, Kenna, Kimmell, Knapp, 
K Tagon, Lockwood, Luttrell, Mackey, Maish, Manning, Martin, Maybam, Mo- 
Kenzio, Money, Morrison, Muidrow, Mul 


Rice, Ridd e, Koss, Scales, Shelley, William E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 1 


liams, 

NOT VO G—Messrs. Bland, Cain, Darrall, Elam, Fort, Gause, Gibeon, Goode, 
Haskell, Henkle, James Taylor Jones, Jorgensen, Pacheco, Roberts, Robertson, 
Singleton, Stephens, Tucker, and Young—19. 

So the substitute was a to. 

During the call of the roll the following announcements were made: 

Mr. FORNEY. My colleague from Alabama [Mr. JoNEs] is absent 
on account of sickness. If he were present I presume he would vote 

no. 

Mr. HOUSE. My colleague from Tennessee [ Mr. LouvNo] is una void- 
ably detained from the House. 

Mr. FORT. I am paired with Mr. ROBERTS, of Maryland, who is 
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absent on account of sickness. If he were present, he would vote 
“no,” and I should vote “ ay.” 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The question being taken on the resolution as amended, it was 


adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Carolina, if present, 
will come forward and take the oath. 

Mr. CAIN N and qualified by taking the oath prescribed by 
the act of July, 1862. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I present certain papers very the 
contested election for the second Congressional district of South Caro- 
lina on which the House has just taken action, and move that they 
be referred to the Committee of Elections, when appointed, together 
with the certificate of election. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair presents to the House a message re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, and directs the Clerk 
to read it. 

{ihe message will be found in the proceedings of the Senate. ] 

Ir. WOOD. I move that the m of the President be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the State of the Union, and 
that the nsual number of copies be printed for the use of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. WOOD. I desire to offer a resolution. 

The SPEAKER. On what subject? 

Mr. WOOD. In regard to the rules of the House and a Committee 
on Rules. 

I send the resolution to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives of the Forty-fourth 
See sidli be the rules of the House of Representatives until otherwise or- 
tg 


Resolved further, That a committee of five, to consist of the Speaker and four 
members to be named by him, be appointed, to whom shall be referred the rules of 
the House, and who shall be authorized to report at any time such amendments on 
the revision of the same as they may think proper. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM LOUISIANA, THIRD DISTRICT. 


The SPEAKER. The next case is that of C. B. Darrall, of the third 
district of Louisiana. 

Mr. GIBSON. I objected yesterday to the swearing in of Mr. Dar- 
rall in order that I might make to the House a statement and offer 
aresolution. On yesterday, just before the Clerk began to call the 
roll of the House, a member from the State of Louisiana handed me 
a certificate from the governor of that State in effect revoking the 
certificate which he had originally issued to Mr, Darrall and de- 
claring this gentleman to be elected from the third congressional dis- 
trict of the State of Louisiana. That certificate was issued to Joseph 
H. Acklen as the Representative elected from the third congressional 
district of Louisiana. This second certificate was issued by the lieu- 
tenant-governor of Louisiana in the temporary absence of the gov- 
ernor, and I ask that it be read to the House, and also that the reso- 
Jution which I send up shall be read. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will first be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That Mr. Darrall, of the third district of Louisian 
that the credentials of Mr. J. H. Acklen, of said district, with th papers thereunto 
attached, be referred to the Committee of Elections, when appointed, with instruc- 
tions to report upon his right to u seat in this House from saul distrios. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly there is no objection to that. 

Mr. GIBSON, Then I will ask for the adoption of the resolution 
and that the papers which I send up be printed in the RECORD. 

The question was taken upon the resolution, and it was to. 

Mr. GIBSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
‘was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DARRALL then sppearsd and qualified by taking the oath pre- 
scribed by the act of July, 1862. 

No objection being e, the following papers were ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD: 

Untrep STATES OF TE OF 7 4 
AMERICA, STA LOUISIANA, 


This is to certify that, from a corrected statement of a 
and held in the State of Lou 
State, on the 7th of November, 1876, it being the first T 
of month, and the day prescribed by the laws of the United States, and 
the said State of for the elec of Representatives in Congress from 
the rama uee C. B. Darrall and Joseph H. Acklen appear, from the returns of said 
election filed in the office of the secretary of state of said State, to have been the 
only persons voted for in the third ional district of said State for Repre- 
sentative in the Forty-fifth Con, of the United States from said State; and 
it further appears statement of the 5 of state, 
the votes 


y after the first 1 


cast for con ct in said State of 


from the corrected 
hereto annexed, that Joseph H. Acklen having received a majority 
third gressional distri 


Representative from the 


in the 8 of the United 8 at said election has 
district of said State in th 8 a ee 
o 0. o 
with the laws of the United States and of this State. 
Given under my si and the seal of the State of Lonisiana at the city of 
New Orleans this day of October, A. D. 1877. 
LOUIS A. WILTZ, 
G of 2 


Lieutenant: Governor and Acting 


Orleans this 12th day of October, A. D. 1877. 
* [seat] 5 LOUIS A. WILT: 
o 
WILL. A. STRONG, 
Secretary of State. 


* According to the decision of the supreme Peart of this State, in the contested- 


election case of Webre vs. Wilton, deci Monroe, Louisiana, + copy of which 
is hereto annexed, Webre's (democrat) majority is ascertained al rL hey at 


98 votes . 
This was rejected by the board of can 
attached, the returns of 


The amount of votes for member o in parish before Hon. James 
Crowell, parish jadge of said as shown by the of the board of 
experts, now on filo in this oftice, a certified copy of which is hereto annexed, shows 


mad 
registration for said parish fre Joseph II. Acklen 1,078 votes, and C. B. 
berville is not included in the addition of votes, thero 


return of the 
stands as follows: 


I, the undersigned, secretary of state of the State of Louisiana, do hereby certify 
that the above and foregoing consolidated statement of the vote is a true extract 
9 the ib inal eee a by the PRET — be Jonsson x, 

eld in the above-named parishes for con tate, parool cers 
this State on the 7th day of November, 1 

Witness my hand and the seal of the State of Louisiana, at the city of New 
Orleans, this 8th day of October, A. D. 1877. 

WILL. A. STRONG, 


[SEAL.] 
Secretary of State. 
SUPPLEMENT OF THE SENTINEL, AUGUST 18, 1877. 
A SUPPLEMENT —We are enabled to publish into this issue the full text of the 


decision of the supreme court in the contested-election case of Webre vs. Wilton. 
oan the exception of a few omissions, caused by the imperfect copy furnished us, 
verbatim, 


L 
mera ths district 
Stay kaiak . a D. Ausa 
T. Ludaling. of counsel for 
Mr. Justice Egan delivered the opinion and decree of the court in the words and 
res following, to wit: 
is is a contest for office. The 


the votes cast for the office of sheriff of the parish of La Fourche at the lec- 
tion in November last, and that he was legally elected sheriff at said ; but 
that notwithstanding his . the present d. t, was d at tho 
polls, he fears ankatieges that he be returned elected and put in ssion and 

ent of the office and emoluments through fraud and other ces on 
the part of the supervisor of registration, the commissioners of election, and other 


There are numerous other allegations, and the frauds and 


particular. them are that the supervisor, a repub- 
posed in politics to petitioner and his party, failed to give gon — yA 
to 


ak Daa Sr to so intend to have done so; that he 
of the 
them from the 
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* 
notify the F and many parts of 
which wero accessible slowly and with e Aora Bagrat A ag na 
and fraudnlent certificates of upon which persons voted at the elec- 
tion ; that ho repeatedly , and as often failed, to strike from the registra- 


had died. who had 


tion-list, when called upon to do 50, the names of voters who 


ag required by law, whero there were at least 
orty or fifty democratic votes, of which peti was do 

thereby; that one poll (17) was not held at the place fixed by law and the super- 
visor, but at a place one and a half or two miles t, in a private place, a negro 
quartet remote from the public road, and without notico to the democrats or even 


to those of them g on the plantation, or even to the proprietor; that tho 
clection at that poll 17 was begun — daylight in the morning, was conducted 
excl and against the protest of the United 


counted as t 
namber of 86 votes 5 — a largo number of colored voters who desired to vote, and 


would have voted 


means of tho several frands, ilk and. irregularities 1 tioner ani 
the democratic ergal aerga Geo be 1 doprived ot a majority in tho count 
and compilation of of the votes of the ish of La Fourche, which, as he 
alleges was and always had been a d parish and by a large majority, and 


t the late election. 
+ Abie proves blican leaders at which he was asked 
inted supervisor of registration 


in the place of Panallo, an honest colored republican, who was called n toresign 
under pretexts the falsity of which is shown. -From the moment of his appoint- 
ment Ledet lent lf to the fraudulent purposes of his party and of to 


of the mosi uablushing usurpations, frauds, deceita, and other ill-practices and 
illogal acts resorted to by the republican supervisor his 

in order to carry the paris 

ocratic ticket and the plain 


excite no in the mind of any one familiar with the history and conduct o 

elections in EAE Snp Naa beg Such tices on part of those 

charged with the conduct of elections have latterly a stepping-stone to pro- 

ferment and fortune instead of consigning their anthors toa Led crew wna 

bape xtof the purity and freedom of elections the whole machinery 
‘or their con 


of corrupt whose sole object was personal advancement by any and all means 
howover vile, and not the pnblic good. The district jndgo bas exhibited his learn- 
ing and to s tho enormity of the offenses committed by those who 


and 
their authors, have been passed over by him in have pro- 
voked from him neither censure nor rema 
It may be vory — as remarked by him, that the ballot should be kept sacred 
and secret. That such is the a of the law is beyond question, but 
while severely censuring those citizens of ing and character (as shows by the 
evidence) who were engaged in tho ort to prevent or exposo fraud, 
Illegal voting and practices, it seems entirely to havo escaped the district jndge 
that the meansof removing from the ballot the veil of secrecy was afforded by those 
who, for their own and in erder to prevent freedom and independence in 
voting, bad p such marks upon their tickets and those of their political 
friends, and had made them so distin, ble, that not only was it impossible for 
the ignorant and easily intimi colored voter to escape detection if he at- 
tem ted to vote for his white democratic friends in whose capacity and fair-deal- 
had confidence, but that the most observer could readily distin- 
the character of the ballots and tical complexion. Those who voted such 
fickets did so with a full knowledge of the object, and must be considered as having 
ven their consent to the exposure of their votes 50 that by all authority no objec- 
could attach to proof of the vote. Thatan in t record of th 
of voters should have been kept by the United States supervisor was sim 
na along yh a legal duty; and if that record could be made a check, as it was 
esigned to be, upon corrupt officials whose habitual practice it was to use, as in 
this case, the polico regulations for the conduct of elections as a means of defeat- 
ing their ends, itis hardly a warrant for the severity of the censure in which it 
pleased tho district judge to indulge in his opinion in this case. 
There are not wanting among the atterances of those eminent judges wd authors 
quoted by the district judge others to the effect that the whole object of all laws 
elections is, under an Anierican system, to secure tho great end of càr- 
rying out the popular will; and the fact that contests for office are provided for 
by law presnpposes what has always been practiced in such cases, an inquiry and 
the introduction of evidence as to who rightfully obtained or would have obtained 
election a majority of the votes, (Section 12 A, 289, 


How can this be done without proving by any legal evidenes for whom the suf- 
fragans cast their votes! Af tal principle of American and Louisiana 
votes or ballots uniny 
un 


which 
‘which are or should be always framed to secure fair 3 
count and ron of the votes—are merely subsidiary to that end; and while 
they should be observed and carried ont, they arc of themselves of far less import- 
ance than the end te be attained. It is in the power of no officer or set of officers 
to substitute their own will for the votes and will of the peoplo, and wherever this 
has been dono it is tho duty of tho courts, when Properly appealed a bry only to 
enter upon the inquiry bat to award the right, and, if need bo, to punish tho guilt 3 
In Auld te Walton, 12 KA, 100, tho language of the court is: Tue suvervign in this 


hey seem 
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land is the 
audacious 
ballot-box, in effect nsurps 

a case of such attempted usurpation is presented to tho tribunals charged with the 


and the ballot is the expression of the sovereign will. Tho 
inal who lays the hand of violence (and we may add fraud) upon tho 
the sovereignty of the country. ever, therefore, 


jurisdiction of contested elections they should avail themselves of every legal 
recourse in their reach to ascertain whether the popular will has beon expressed 
through the ballot-box; and, if so, what it has decreed.” 

There is an essential difference and the police provis- 
lo that if the votes be doposited 


ty cannot be affected by the non- 
been often disregarded in 


was held, however often they have been misinterproted or d led, were, b, 
d intent, SRN, designed to protect and koep free the 

On the subject of Cooley says, (Const. Lim., 
617 and 618:) “Election statutes are to bo tested like other 8 but with reed 
eee of tho great pub je parposea which they accomplish; and 
except where special Ae t a thing shall be done in the manner indi- 
„ and not ge, thy eee, information and 
gu TF 
will not be defeated by a failure to comply with them provi ed the irrezularity 
has not hindered any who were entitled from exercising the right of suffrage or 
rendered doubtful the evidences from which the result was to be declared.” 

Again the author says, p. 618, referring to the leading caso of P va. Cook, 14 
Barb., 269: “It was said in the same case that any irregu! larity in conductingan elec- 
tion which does not deprive a legal voter of bis vote or admit a voter 
to vote or cast uncertainty on tho result, and has not beon occasioned by the agency 
88 toderiye benefit from it, should be overlooked in a Toceeding to try 
the right to an office depemling on such election.” Of this the au says; “This 
rule is an eminently pro one, and it furnishes a sai test as to 
what is essential and what is not ection lawa.“ In 1, p. 618, Says: 
In ex parte Heath ve. Bill, 42, it was held that where the statute required tho 
inspector to certify tho result of the election on the next thereafter, or sooner, 
the certificato made the second day thereafter was sv. "tho statuto as to 
timo being directory merely. By this we understand time in making up and 
returning tho votes and complying with other directory provisions of the law, and 
not the time at which the election shall be held. Let as 
the facts ef the case at bar. Wo havo already referred 
evidence of acts of omission and commission on the of the officers of election, 
and more especially the supervisor, which in the light of his declarations and con- 
duct upon and after the election, and his evidence on the trial of this cannot 
but be received as done with frandulent intent to carry or declare the result of the 
clection advorsely to oe the democratic ticket generally. He admits a white 
majority of at least two hundred in tho parish, and there is evidence that he stated 
after tho. election that Judge Beattic was the only republican elected in the parish. 
He permitted or procured another person te write up his tabulated re and 
then indifferently signed it, giving the election against plaintiff and the demo- 
that there was no lace lished in the 


apply these ponni Ad 


g remained till x in 
or send out tho appointments of 
ly, and as failed, to 
mon removed from the parish, 


tire vote, 86 in number, 
itiously an: eee knowledge of the democrats to a place other than that 
blic, and poll was actually opened and the election held at a place distant at 
ea the the protest of . who 
discovered the fact after the election had been proceeded with for a considerable 
length of time and many votes had been received—all these and many other 
details which we cannot enumerate, and the refusal to receive and count polls 2 
and 10 without sufficient legal reason, are, we think, sufficiently shown by evi- 
dence in the record. 


of tho ballots cast or that the election 
fair; on the 3 is shown aflirmatively that it was so, and the distri 
judge so states in opinion. il the plaintiff 139 votes and tho 
defendant 103, being a majority of 36 Under the authorities cited, 
this box should have beau — must now 


United States re kag and of Joseph Lagard 

at night. O'Sullivan testifies that he then “told Fuestal that ho mast, as Stato 
commissioner, take the box to Thibodaux." He positively refused to do so, saying 
ee The same excuse was given by the other 
commissioners. ; 

Lagarde’ swears that after the votes were counted he and O'Sullivan started off; 
“they hallood at us when we got at the door, to state that we had to pring tho 
box.“ Mr. O Sullivan answered thom he would not take it unless some the 
commissioners wonld come with him. 

Mr. Fuestal said be had passed the night before (he was one of the commission- 
era) th find out where the poll waa, and that he would not pass night. 

The other commissioner, Hutton, said the samo thing, and decided to send 
a constable with us, who was there, ¥ alored ons Of teams inv 5 in tho buggy 
with Mr. O'Sullivan, and I would stay down there. They told mo they would not 
como. Hutton, one of the republican commissioners, tes : “The votes were 
counted and the box was sealed, and the box was delivered to the constable and 
Mr. O'Sullivan. I delivered the box to the republican constable (the name he 
gives as Lovi White) and to Mr. O'Sullivan. Tho reason why we commissioners 

id not come up is because wo had no conveyance to come up, anfl again I say tho 
clection went on peaceably.” My signature to 1 10 is genuine. Mr. Fucstal 
also sigved it in my presenco. Lovy White and Lindsey Ingram also signed it in 
my presence.” In answer to a question by the court, this wituces says: The 


. 
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statement which I signed said Mr. Webre received 171 votes; that is about cor- 
rect.“ Tho same witness said “Mr. Wilton received 44, 51, or 64 votes, I do not 
recollect, The vote for the other contestants was about the same. According to 
the best of my recollection, tho democratic majority at that box was about 125 
ority.” The written returns in evidence, the correctness of which is testified 
to by the other witnesses, and which were com with the tally-sheets and bal- 
lots by expe SOPIE ta feo OEE Deen) w tho voto at this box 10 to have 
boen, for Webre 171, for Wilton 44, being a majority for plaintiff of 127 votes: thus 
showing how nearly it corresponded with the memory and statement of the repub- 
lican commissioners and witness for the defense, Hutton. 
The genuineness of the return and of the signatures of the three 
missioners to it is also shown by other witnesses, and there is no 
was not correctly made; on the itis confirmed, as we 


ublican com- 
denco that it 
contrary have stated, by 
the report of experts, and it is further proved that the box was placed in the 
buggy of O'Sullivan at cleven or twelve o'clock at night; that they traveled all 
night to get to Thibodaux, only stopping a short timo to get some refreshments on 
the way, and that the box was never out of custody of the he none constable 
till they arrived and offered to doliver it to Ledet, the republican supervisor, 
about eight o'clock or eight o'clock and thirty minutes the next morning after the 
election. Ledet re to receive the box because, as ho said at the it was 
not. brought in by the commissioners and it did not contain the retarns. (See 
testimony of O'Sullivan and Lagarde, the latter of whom says the box was then 
placed in the hands of the clerk of the court.) O'Sullivan says that he suspected 
that something was going to be attempted at this poll from the fact that the supor- 
visor had not supplied writing material, wax, Ken and that about eight o'clock 
and thirty minutes on the morning of the election a young colored man, who said 
he was one of the constables for that poll, arrived with an empty box at the 
polling-place. le swears that this second box remained there all day, and 
O'Sullivan swears that the supervisors and the refusal of the commission- 
ers to carry up the box made bim determine that he would see it was 
roporly returned. His vi co alone, no doubt, defeated the purpose of tho 
N Ledet and of tho republican commissioners, that either that another 
box stould bo substituted for the true one or that no return should be made 
from this strong democratic box. The fact that thoy found themselves unable 
to make this substitution no doubt determined them not to return the box at 
all; and when Ledet found, 5 all tneir prearrangements to the con- 
trary, that the true returns hal been bronght up under the eye of O'Sallivan, the 
United States supervisor, ho determined not to receive them. This is the most 
reasonable conclusion from tho cvidence, We omitted to stato that a witness, 
Schmidt, and another detail a conversation among some of the republican officials 
and others, in tho clerk's office, in which apprehension was expressed that box 10 
would beat the republicans, except Beattie, and the subject of fixing the box to 
prevent that twas canvassed among them. 

The district judge thought that this box 10 should be connted, and so think we. 
‘That an we have seen gives the plaintiff 171 votes and the defondant 44, a majority 
for plaintiff of 127 votos. By tho return of the supervisor withont boxes 2 and 10 
the defendant received a total of 1,872 votes and plaintiff of 1,685; add the 
votes of tho rejected polls and the total vote of the defendant stands 2,019 
and of the plaintiff 1,995, leaving a majority for the defendant upon a count of all 
the polls at which elections were held of 24 votes in the parish. ` In this computa- 
tion we agree with the district judge also, He made a further deduction of 6 votes 
which ho 2 it was proved that plaintiff had lost in ward 8 owing to no poll 
being opened there, and one minor aud ono convict who had voted illogally, making 
P. This, according to tho district į reduced. defendant's majority to 16. ‘The 
plaintiff claims, we think correctly, that at least 36 illegal and fraudulent votes 
were received for the republican ticket, inclading the defendant, at different polls. 
We were satisfied thero were a sullicient number to change tho result. This fact 
is proved by several respectablo witnesses by the names and numbers under which 

wrsons voted fraudulently, and is supported by the general tenor of the testimony. 
The district judge 8 it was not shown with sufliciont clearness. The tabu- 
lated statements and direct testimony of witnesses, all of which aro very minute 
and circumstantial, afford the best evidence possible in a caso of so flagrant frand, 
and we think it sufficient. These were com of one minor, ono convict, somo 
who did not live in the parish, sone who had not been sufficiently in the State 
to acquire the right to vote, some who had voted twice, somo who had voted under 
false or duplicate certificates, and some who had voted under the names and num- 
bers of other persons, somo of whoin are proved to havo been dead at tho time. 
‘Theso facts, taken in connection with the refusal of the supervisor to erase from 
tho or names which had no proper place there. 

‘rhe district judge quotes the an Wy of Auld vx. Walton, 12 A, 141, for the posi- 
tion that the decision of the ter of voters is a kind of judgment, and that tho 
commissioners could not go behind his certificate. Even if that bo correct, upon 
which we express no opinion, in the next Phe ese oe of the opinion in the same 
8 1550 Kemoty rev ba r, “we do not hold, however, judgmeuts of that tribunal 
to be without ap * 

The ninth section of the act referring to the act to provide a rogistry for the 
parish of Orleans pouas a mode of redress by suit against the register for an ap- 
plicant to whom: the ister shall refuse a cortificate. Any other validity of the 
certificate and the sufficiency of the proof upon which it rests may in all cases 
be examined upon a contest of election by the tribunals seized of tho juris- 
diction of such contest" go far to make goon this element in tho plaintiff's case, 
which if established would: of itself, wi t going farther, give him a majority 
of the legal votes cast, and the only cases-which should therefore be connected. 
Taken in connection with the well-known fact that at the last election there 
was universal interest and effort on the part of the democrats all over the 
State, the fact shown in evidence that there was a registerc:d white or democratic 
majority in the parish of about two hundred votors,-and the fact shown by the 
testimony, among which is that of Sternberg, himself a republican, that the parish 
of La Fourche has given democratic majorities ever since the olection of April, 
in and that on the trial of this case republican supervisor, Ledet, himself 
admitted while on the stand that he had said to Judge io that “if Darrall {the 
republican candidate for Congress] did not give me ſhim] a the custom- 
house, I would come out and tell ee wo re} had taken in 
parish of La Fourche,” and it will be impossible, in tho light of tho other facts of 
similar character, for any impa mind to arrive at any other conclusion than 
that either the election in the parish of La Fourche in November last was really car- 
Owing bo Arda and saber Moghll ies on the patter we rore DAAE, cat coven 

ng ruud and other galitics on the part of the republicans, 
of the officers geaducting tho election, there was no legal and valid oleetion. of 

We will now consider tho facts connected with tho election at poll 17, which 
gave to tho defendaut and to the republican ticket, as returned, 86 votes, and none 
to the democrats, which plaintiff claims should be altogether rejected for several 
reasons, among which is that it was not held at the place fixed by law and the 
supervisor, that, without warrant of law, and with intent to defraud the plain- 
tiff, the election was held at a place away from the public road and distant some 
two miles from that fixed by law and the supervisor. - 


The district judge testifies that two days before the election the plaintiff Webro 
showed him that at several places the polls had been fixed at quarters back 
from the public, road. - I wished that they should be placed upon the public road. 
Mr. Lelet demurred, saying it was too late to change, and that the c © would 
give the democrats the advantage. I told him that was a matter of opinion, on 
which I differed with both the democratic and republican managors, but that it did 
not look right, and that the change must and should bo mado. I recollect that 


one of the was fixed for the quarters or su; 


polls “house on the Dixie plantation, 
belonging to my wife. I insisted that this should be changed to the warchouse on 


the publie road. Mr. Ledet agreed to make these changes on the Sunday preced- 
ing the election, in the afternoon. I understood that the changes had been made.” 
Other witnesses testify that they wero made, at least as to poll 17, and u list of 
polling-places which appears in the record, and which the evidence shows was 
published after the change fixed the place for holding the election at poll 17 at the 
warechonse on the public road, which is proved to be at a distance of not loss than 
one mile from the place where the election was held. It is proved that short! 


before the time of opening the polls Mr. Billiu. United States supervisor, Mr. Gil- 
more, and Mr. Allen, the p otor of the and of the plantation, went 
to the warehouse. 


ll was ook) for the l polipa: of 

pump-mill, which is just joining, at a distance of 
yards © warehouse, When I went ere were no i I 
waited aa hour, I suppose, and finally Mr. Gilmore arrived, who I understood was 
one of the commissioners, to hold the clection. Wo two waited for a while, anil 
Mr. Gilmore rode to the quarters to see if he could hear anything of the election. 
He reported to me that they were holding the election in the quarters, I then 
went down and protested against the election being held there, After my pro- 
test they kept on holding the election there. - I had no idea that the poll was to bo 
held at the quarters; it was a surprise to me.” 

Gilmore says: “I got up very early in the morning, before the time for opening 
the poll, and went up to the place whee notico of election said the poll of election 
was to opened, at the warehouse of Mr. R. A. Allen. I there met Mr. Billin, 
United States commissioner, I believe. We remained some time, until after the 
hour when the poll ought to have been and I then borrowed Mr. Billiu's 


horse and rode on to the other precinct to sce if anything wrong had happened. 
Mr. Billiu was to remain to see if any one was going to como and open the poll. I 
then returned and found Mr. Billin gone. In a short time I saw Mr. Allen, who 


was looking for the poll. After vesting Mr. Allen to remain there I went 
toward tho quarters, to see if I could tind Mr. Billin. When I got thero I found 
them holding the election in ono of the houses in the quarter, and Mr. Bilin was 
there. I told the parties holding the election that notice was stuck up that tho 
election was to bo held at the warehouse on tho public read. Lobjected to the 
being held there, and filed a written protest with tho commissioner, Ho 
answered ‘that they were instructed to hold the election in the quarters, and that 
py Baja going to hold it there.’"” 
© witness says he then left, and wont elsewhere and voted, but that he was 
put to inconvenience to do s0, and that there were some democrats who would not 
go to the samo inconvenience to vote. 
Richard Burton says: “I am manager of the Alten plantation. The poll was 
located at an unusual place, some distance from the public road, whero the general 


public, $ asaka, bnok and forth on the publio read, could not see it. The blish- 
ment of the poll at that spot was done so clandestinoly that the white democrats 
residing on the plantation knew nothing of it notil on the day of election.” 


M. W. Billin says: Was democratic sa 
house, where it should have been hield, in 
six o'clock, the time for opening the poll. I learned by chance that it had been 
opened at the quarters on the Allen _ about one mile from the public 
road. I went down there, and found the poll opened and the voting going on under 
tho supervision of three republiean commissioners, one white and two colored, I 
demanded of the white commissioner what he meant by such arbitrary and unjust 
procoodinns, and was answered that he was acting under instructions, I remons- 

ted with him, and that night entered a written 8 the reception of 
the box from that poll by the supervisor of election, Mr. 


r at poll 17. Repaired to the ware- 
ront of pate road; waited tillafter 


evidence. He further states 
at.Allen’s warehouse. It is like 


penter and wheel signe, r fort; 
at plantation on the day of elect 


box was there I could only discern daybreak. I did not know until that morning 
that the poll was to be held at the quarters. I thought it was going to bo held in 
front at the warehouso on the public * 

out proceeding further with this already lengthy review of testimony, it is 
enough to say that the record can make no other impression upon any impartial 
mind than that this poll was not only held at a private place, not the Lay gps 
fixed or 1 e wed aid and too remote from it to be pretended to be a 
substantial compliance with the law, which is intended for the convenicnce of all 
voters, but also that this change was made bese pelena and with a view to 
defrand in interest of the defendant and his political fricnds and against that 
of the plaintiff and his political f. í 


riends, Cooley’s Const. and Im., page 610, says: 
“Timo and place, however, are of the substanco of every election, ard a failure to 


comply with the law in these particulars is not generally to be treated as a mere 
irregularity.” In note on same page ho cites Commonwealth vs. County Comra., 5 
Rawle, 75, to the effect that an election adjourned without warrant to anothor place, 
as well as an election held without the officers required by law is void. Weare ro- 
ferred by plaintiff's counsel toan authority notin at this place of scesion, Me- 
Craryon eee No. 115, where the counsel say it was held “that adjourn- 
ing a poll from a school-bouse to a vacant lot half a mile off is void.” And other cases 
are said to bo there cited in support of this position. We regrot that we have not 
how access to thom and other authorities bearing npon this important question.“ 
The reason of the rule invoked is, however, very manifest, and the ciroumstances 
attending the removal of poll 17 from Peon by law to anothorand unauthor- 
ized place make it the moro manifest, object of tho change is proved to havo 
been to take unlawful advantage of political adversaries, in other words to de- 
fraud the law and prevent a fair, full, and indepoudent expression of the Lp agreed 
will. Courts cannot lend their aid to such a purpose. It was no more legal to hohl 
an election where it was held teearned, as that from poll 17, than it was to 
hold it at any other time than that fixed by law, It is well sottled that cannot bo 
dono. There was no election held at poll 17 in the parish of La Fourche on the 7th 
of November last. Wo have been unable to find and have been referred to no case 
where votes cast under similar circumstances have been counted to determine an 
election. Our conclusion, therefore, is, that what purports to bo the return of this 
1 should not be counted or considered in determining the result of the election: 
his of itself is sufficient to give to the plaintiff Webre a clear majority of tho 


* Brightly, in his Collection of Leading Cases on the Law of Elections in tho 
United States, says, at 251; ‘In Chadwick ce. Melvin, (anreported,) the sn- 
preme court of Pennsylvania decided at the March term, 1871, chat an election held 
without necessity at a different place from that designated by law is of no validity.” 
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— — illegal and 


considered in connection with frandu- Nor did Ledet alone detail the circumstances and attending the elec- 
lent votes received by his opponent, and which must be considered as not cast, and her wi 


preceding 
ee, . 
had here it would bo held, this, the : paan was made oi ine pias 
he recei i w nor was necessary supp! pa y 
impossible that the defendant should retain the office in any event; and in view of polls. 
all the facts of the case we are of opinion that, upon a fair and legal count of all This dela or omission might have been attributed perhaps to negligence or for- 


waes vi N majority. Iness but for the fact, of which the evidence leaves no room br doubt, thas 

ales thoes ee by 3 Fes much intimidation of the 8 of the location of the polling- places was sair given to one of tho 
colored voters by — han class by democrats. PAOR ee BUA WAS WHARO Trons tie otber, = 

rink Volek Ell aworo on the trial tha ee Rare sagen The shows that on the 6th of ig Sg perior TOMS Peete 

8 the eighth justice's ward, as y law; that the poopie for the first time what he termed “‘a correct list of poli — ed on 

oe d 5 ae his know 1 i Fee ull | the 7th hout the parish for the convenience 88 ourche.“ 

vote tho party, and the contestants had er r een votes; that man = The acts com lof by the plaintiff, and which 8 are rö- 


. vel to other po th m rained 
to say there is too apparent to be unobserved or 3 5 
rather than F the officers who su 

vised this election. And this design, the first indication ot which is affo: 

the omission to give publicity to essential ret ge reliminaries, is developed more 2 
ciously as the day culminated in excluding from the ro- 
turn two boxes which thoj of the lower court demonstrated should have been 


counted. 
“The return of the supervisor or registrar which excluded polls 2 and 10 thus: 


Supervisor's return. 


23232... nettles secre tac 
than ever re rere E that view to provide, if m 
CFC morals, against the possibility of the 
such acts. 
F771 e of redresa, and a portal on 
to E still left a means of redress, and a on 
pas Written Procul, O 


court be annulled, avoided, and reversed, and that plainti L. A. Webre, be, and 


Wilton’s vote... 
Webre’s vote... 


Sen counted the votes of tho two rej 
he is hereby, declared to have been daly elected sherifof the of La Fourche, | Webre which were not cast for him, but — re A from the evi- 
at the general on the 7th of November peices aaa that he is entitled dence would have been cast for him if the voters a been prevented from 


3 uments of said office. It is 


ered and decreed that voting. 
applies pay Webre, 1 his said . the defendant co 
ap) 


y the costs of both court ae ee asorr ee from Wilton which he thought were improperly 


ea append, as part of th this opinion and decree, a computation of the vote accord- 
ing to Ges as ramah aeaiia e 


Votes. 
According to the supervisor's return, Stes, Wilton, received 1. 872 

e .. meteeseceacerszesuc! Be anaes’ 86 

For other WORE R E Deere 3 36 


Webroe's vote, by su 

Webre's vote at poll 2 
Webre’s vote at 
Add vote he wo 


According to the s laintif, W. received.. 
3 rine 14701 pe e return, plaintiff, Webre, 
Add vote at poll 10 


Make a total for Webre of...... 3 24A 222 2222ͤ 
Deduct Wilton's vote ........ R t. „ 1097 


Leaves Webre a majority o et eee 93 
‘without de ee to ‘tha ~voles-couputed for lies tom! ward © by Abo Ao 
judge or any greater number proved. 


ws jai 1 for Wilton that 


are part of 8 e e eee ly received. 
The lists mado part of his petition comprised of whom 11 voted on 
On application for rehearing, Mr. Chief-Justice Manning delivered the opinion | dead men's 8 were convicts, 4 were persons who had removed from the 
and Pt — the court in the an and figures ae parish, 23 ice on that day, and 63 voted on fraudulent certificates. The 
Itis rightly remarked by the counsel for the defen in his brief supporting satisfied lower court that 2 of this number rejected, It satis- 
the application for a rehearing, vil te nary rinciple in all contest us that 36 of them should certainly be rej: 
election cases is to will. of tha oak e eee 
TCC quotation; correct The correct erunt. 
return of the vote; and that in all 9 nl ne 


show that the acts of which he complains changed the result. 

And we will add, if th „ ich a contestand complains do not change the 
result, courts will not interv the conduct of the one or the ee ee 
be tainted by fraud or vitiated a ce. For of what concern is it to j 
tribunals to learn what bad and 


Wil 's return 
Wien Secpoll Sn 


Wilton; per poll 10 


at aioe the tose is otherwise—when the object and purpose of the officials 
who have the machinery of elections in charge is shown by testimony to have been 
not the ascertainment of the will of the majority, but arg perversion of the 
expression of will; not a correct record and return of the votè, but such a 
return as accomplished a EEC 
to trammel it by cunning devices that the suffragan has been deceived or misled— 
then it is the highest office and the most im ive duty of a court to vindicare 
the purity and inviolability of the ballo; to take care that the Republic, whose 
corner-stone is the vote of the citizen, 0 

For the fundamental principle of every representative Erromesa that it is 


Doa oE ERIT DA Abat Hae t! yt Heme yrange tore hy epee facie evi- 
legality and co and that it to ascertain 
the true state of the vote. 


If this were not so, wh; ahon Ae irka gt DENS FOE TAEAE DO energie 
or wh. 3 © voter offerin or offe it at a 
if a 4 is v hee to diaregard ev a oe A E 
ballot pare p marti peor td Bre 

& vote is not ta. the e Ales an 5 It is the lever 


by wh ma tog < 8 raises itself to the summit of the Government, and there 
5 Ledet, as supervisor of registration for La Fourche Par- 


. counsel for defendant urges strenuously for a rebearing upon the erro- 
tion of poll 17 17. If — — concede to the defendant all the votes at 

that p and follow the example of the court a qua in counting those votes for 
Webre that he would have received at ward 8 if an election had been held there, 
3 result. The court below counted for Webre 6 votes, as 
ine ae boon given: binat SOAS pall iongn ta ok go DOU- as een Sere. 


t wi 
fift; tos at that ae bys aa ned. The other set say be would 

— ved thirty — 1 Nr 
ä 1 


‘nh, 5 the election and impeached the truth of his return by his tes- | Wilton a vote at supra return — 2 + 1,697 

timony on the Add poll 17. . n ‚ ‚—˙ * . 86 
Wi cane reminded: tte: Diet for the bearing. of Lord Mansfield doolsration, * 9 

that it is of consequence to mankind that no man shall out false colors to 

a Webre's votes at 


eceive them by frst axing his signature toa paper and afterward giving his 
testimony to invalidate it. 
7 that great oe t would not have felt himself precluded by the enunciation 
from receiving the testimony of a eriminal who had become 
f 5 state's witness against his fellows and in a civil action, where the public in- 
terests are involved, as in a 8 suit, more than the interests of the 
individuals who are parties th refo, it is no infringement of that principle to hear 
from him who hung ont the f: colora the * of the manner in Which they 
were fashioned and his intent in displaying th 


supra 
Add votes tor box s 


Webre's majorit . S 3 42 


A careful review of our first opinion, and a re-examination of the record, leave 
eran oor ane ‘doubt of the correctness of our former decree. Rehearing 
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Srarn or LOUISIAN. 

Third Congressional District, Parish of Iberville: 
J. H. ACKLEN } 

vs. 

O. B. DARRALL. 

James Cro parish judge of the parish of Iberville, and a duly authorized 
6dr 84g PA mr See of the United States, before 2 — k 
ots, or other evidence in cases of congressional contest shall be taken 


that before me, as such officer, came Colonel J. R. 
represented by his attorney, James 5 


same being found satisfac 
fied to havin 


in open court, and that the court should appoint a 
cal jes to recount said votes, I did, therefore, po issu 

subpæna duces tecum to the clerk, and did appoint the board of e: and 
at the request of James R. Jolly, attorney for Mr. did 8 im there- 
on, that recount acceded to by both es should be tinal and binding 


after pete filed by me as 
evidence in case, ed to Washington, as required by wW. 

That I hereby certify the following to be a true copy of said vote as taken, the 
blank votes being left out: 


Poll. 


The majority for J. H. Acklen in this parish of Iberville being only shown by 
this recount to be 342. 

Given under my hand and seal, 

1 8.] JAMES CROWELL. 


STATE or LOUISIANA, 
Secretary of State's Office: 
the undersigned, secretary of state of the State of Louisiana, do hereby cer- 
id to abore oa ATD Soo 


m 

W re and the seal of the State of Louisiana, at the city of New 
Orleans, this 8th of October, 1877. 

WILL. A. STRONG, 
Secretary of State, 
Rooms BOARD OF CANVASSERS, 
New Orleans, July 10, 1876. 
Sm: At a meeting of the board of canvassers held this day the following reso- 
lation was unanimously : 

Present, Speaker Bush, presiding; Senators Robertson, Zacharie, and Allain. 

“ Resol That the board inform the governor that have n unable to 
ascertain who were elected parochial cers in the of Saint the 
board having been unable to obtain a certified copy of the returns from the clerk 
of the district court of said 8 until the 23d April, 1877, more than six months 
after the 


when 0. ve, jr, forwarded to the board what pur- 
ed to be a consolidated statement of the vote cast in Saint Martin at the recent 


election; but the conso t e eee by the statement of 
votes and tally-sheets from the Superest polla, thus leaving the th no 
data to canvass the vote of said parish other than the returns from said 


parish found on file in the secretary of state's office, w: last show evident signs 


Speaker House of Representatives presiding. 
F. H. BARBOT, 
Secreta: 


To his Excellency FRANcIs T. NICHOLLS; 
Governor of the State of Louisiana, 


STATE or LOUISIANA, 
0 Office of the Secretary of State. 
the undersigned, of state, do hereby certify the above to be a true 
oie F ited in this office. 
‘Witness my signature and the impress of the seal of the State of Louisiana, at 
the city of New Orleans, this 8th day of October, A. D. 1877. i 
[SEAL.} WILL. A. STRONG, 
Secretary of 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM LOUISIANA, FOURTH DISTRICT. 


The SPEAKER. The next case in order is the case of Mr. Elam 
from the fourth district of Louisiana. : 

Mr. FRYE. If the House will pardon me a moment, I desire to be 
heard upon this case. I entered an objection yesterday to the oath 
being administered to Mr. Elam. His case, in my judgment, very 
materially differs from the cases upon which the House has already 

int. Elam and Mr. Nash were competitors for the office of 
presentative in Congress from the fourth congressional district of 


the State of Louisiana in the election of 1876. The election took 
place on November 7, 1876. Returns were made to the then consti- 
tuted returning board of the State of Louisiana. 

Now, sir, I do not pres to defend nor to attack the returning 
board of the State of Louisiana; but I do propose to say that on No- 
vember 7, 1876, the returning board of Louisiana was the only re- 
turning board under the laws of that State, and under the laws of 
that State the returns of the election must inevitably go to that re- 
turning board and to no other returning board, and that that return- 
ing board had complete, full, and ample jurisdiction over the returns 
made to them. Following the election of November 7, 1876, that 
board canvassed the returns from the fourth con, ional district 
and made returns to the governor of the State of isiana, clearl 
declaring that Mr, Nash was elected to Congress from the fourt 
congressional district of Louisiana, 

Now, sir, the governor of the State, when that return was made 
on the 9th day of November, was William Pitt Kellogg, and I think 
that no man will dispute his title as the then governor of the State 
of Louisiana. He had been recognized by the President of the United 
States, recognized by the Senate, recognized by this House over and 
over again, Mr. Nash was seated in the last House of Representa- 
tives on a certificate from Governor Kellogg, This Honse passed a 
resolution declaring Mr. Kellogg the governor of Lonisiana, and this 
democratic House refused to ignore the title of Mr. Nash in the early 
days of the first session of the last Congress. These returns havin 
been made by the returning board, the executive of the State o 
Louisiana under the law issued his certificate to Mr. Nash, declarin 
him to be the Representative for the sixth congressional district o 
Louisiana. ; s 

I am aware that the Clerk of the House says that that certificate 
was not in the form required by the statute of Louisiana; but the 
law says that the certificate should be in the form required by the 
laws of the State or of the United States, and this certificate is 
strictly in the form required by the laws of the United States. 

1 it is in the very form in which for six eee, up to the 4th 
ot March last every member from the State of Louisiana has held 
his seat, not only prima facie, but during the decision of the contest 
by Congress. 

Now, I am aware that Governor Nichols has also given a certificate 
in this case and has given it to the contestant of Mr. Nash, Mr. 
Elam—no, I believe I am mistaken as to the case upon which I am 
speaking ; it is the case of the sixth, not the fourth district; Mr. 
Robertson is the contestant in that case. I am speaking of the case 
of Mr. Smith and Mr. Robertson, and what I say will apply equally 
to the case of Nash and Elam. ; 

Now, I say that Mr. Elam had a certificate from Governor Nicholls. 
It was made under what circumstances? The returning board of the 
State of Lonisiana had determined that Mr. Smith was elected. The 
Sees board made that return to the then governor, Governor Kel- 
logg, and he gave the certificate to Mr. Smith. 

ut Mr. Smith has also a certificate from a governor of Louisiana. 
As I understand the facts of the case—of course I am not speaking of 
my own knowledge—a returning board was created by the Legisla- 
ture which did not convene until January, 1877. That Legislature 
perhaps had a right to create a returning board, but clearly they had 
no right under the laws of Louisiana, or any other laws, to create a 
returning board which would have jurisdiction over the election 
which took place on the 7th day of November, 1876. And yet that 
returning board, created subsequently to the election, took jurisdic- 
tion and made returns to Governor Nicholls, who was not inaugurated 
until long after the election—not until the second Monday of Janu- 
ary, 1877; and on those returns Governor Nicholls has given Mr. Elam 
his certificate of election. 

Now I say, first, that that Legislature had no power under the law 
to make a returning board and give it jurisdiction going back to the 
election held November 7, 1876. I say, second, that that returnin 
board so created never had in its possession any of the origin 
returns of the State of Louisiana until April, 1876, long after Governor 
Nicholls gave the certificate of election to Mr. Elam. I say that those 
original returns were in the hands of the so-called Packard govern- 
ment, or in the hands of the senate committee of the Packard legis- 
lature, And the returning in assuming to take jurisdiction of 
and passing upon those origi returns, never had any original 
return from the whole State of Louisiana, and of course none from 
this fourth congressional district. 

Now, how can it be possible that Governor Nicholls, taking his oath 
on the second Monday of January, 1877, had authority upon returns 
made to him by a returning board created long after the election of 
November 7, 1876—how can it be ible that under any law, under 
any authority or power, he co give to Mr. Elam a certificate of 
election which should entitle him prima facie to a seat in this House? 

Sir, it seems to me entirely clear—no matter what you may say 
about the Louisiana returning board, no matter what you may say 
about the original title of Governor Kellogg to be the governor of the 
State of Louisiana, after all that has taken place within the last two 
years, after the recognition that has been given to Governor Kellogg, 
after the recognition that has been given to that returning board of 
Lonisiana—it seems to me entirely clear that the Clerk of this House 
did not correctly and properly rule when he recognized the certificate 
of Governor Nicholls founded on this new returning board, and re- 
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fused to recognize the certificate of Governor Kellogg, who 
body is admitted to have then been the acting governor of 
of Louisiana. } 

Mr. HOUSE. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr, FRYE. Certainly; I will yield. 

Mr. HOUSE. I understand the gentleman to be now arguing the 
vrima facie case. 
? Mr. FRYE. Iam. 
` Mr, HOUSE. How does the 


every- 
State 


tleman arrive at the fact that the 


dertificate given by Governor Nicholls is based on the count of the 
new = ng board? Is the gentleman not speaking outside of the 
reco! 


Mr. FRYE. I understood from the statement of the Clerk himself, 
made yesterday to this House, that that was the case. Then, as 
understand it, I have a right to take cognizance of the general his- 
tory of events of the State of Louisiana, which certainly has been 
pars well spread out before this country during the last six years. 

say that in my opinion this certificate of Governor Nicholls ought 
to have no weight whatsoever to seat Mr. Elam in this House. 

When it comes to a question of a contest before the Committee of 
Elections—and let mo tell gentlemen of this House that a contest is 
to be had, because already the papers have been filed in the case npon 
which by mistake I started first to speak, and they may just as well 
go ther because they present the same facts. Papers have been 

led by Mr. Robertson in the other case, giving notification of con- 
test to the one he supposed would be the sitting member, and evi- 
dence has been taken. Now, I have no question that in both cases 
those gentlemen believed that the prima facie right would be aceorded 
to Mr. Smith and to Mr. Nash, and they prepared fully and com- 
pletely for the contest before the Committee of Elections of this 
2 recognizing the fact that those two men would be seated 
under the certificate si by Governor Kellogg. Holding these 
views, I offer the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That G L. Smith, hay: the prima facic t to a seat in this 
House, bo now sworn th. tg ne 

Mr. GIBSON. I move to lay that resolution on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands it to be offered as asub- 
stitute for the resolution of the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. GIB- 
80N,] and if the motion to lay on the table should prevail it would 
carry both resolutions to the table. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The better way is to have a direct vote on each 
resolution. 

Mr. GIBSON. I have offered no resolution. . 
> The SPEAKER. The Chair was under the impression that a reso- 
lution was offered in this case as in the other. 

The question was taken upon the motion to lay on the table; and 
upon a division there were—ayes 130, noes 119. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Elam] will 
now present himself to be sworn in. 

Mr. LEONARD. I object to the gentleman being sworn in. The 
circumstance that the resolution just offered has been voted down does 
not give him a right to be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair deemed it his duty to ask the gentle- 
man to come forward and be sworn in, the resolution in favor of the 
other gentleman having been voted down. 

Mr. LEONARD. I object to his being sworn in, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can offer any resolution on the sub- 
ject which he desires. 

Mr. LEONARD. - Then I offer the resolution which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, Thatthe claims of J.B. Elam and George L. Smith toa seat in this House 
from the fourth congressional district of the State of Louisiana be referred to the 
Committee of Elections, with instructions to report without delay who is prima 
Jacie entitled to the seat. 


Mr. POTTER. Have the certificates of the gentlemen whose names 
it is pro to place on the roll in place of the names of Mr. Elam 
and Mr. Robertson been read? 

The SPEAKER. They have not been read to-day, and the Chair 


is advised that they have never been read in the presence of the | or 


House. 

Mr. POTTER. I think they should be read. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. LEONARD. I believe I have the floor, and the gentleman can- 
not make that motion now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will 
New York [Mr. Cox] in due time. 

Mr. LEONARD. I now call for the reading of the certificates 
which have been filed in this case. 

The SPEAKER. The certificates will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


recognize the gentleman from 


State or LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Orleans, December 27, 1876. 
Be it known that, at an election began and held on the 7th day of November, A. 
D. 1876, for members of Congress, George L. Smith reccived 10,868 votes and J. B. 
Elam 9,674 votes, 


New 
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Now, I, William Pitt Kellogg, governor of the State of Louisiana, do 
hereby ify that L. Smith received a majority of the votes cast at said 
election and is daly and lawfully elected to repreaent the fourth con i dis- 
trict of the State of in the Forty- Congress of the United States. 


Given ander my hand and the seal of the State this 27th day of December, 1876, 
me 3J3J2V2Vͤ ͥ Distind Sires the one kadron nan arat 
BEAL. „ 


the ? 
By 1 z 
Secretary of State. 


— 


UNITED STATES OF A MERIC. 
Executive Department, State of Louisiana. 
This is to certify that at a general election begun and held in the State of Louisi- 
in the path can Eal district of said State, on the 7th day of November, 
eee 
month, and the ws 0 
Louisiana for ‘ike 


perso: con onal 
Lacs UATI AN in the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States from said Stato; 
that it further appears from said returns on file in said office that J. B. Elam 
mponty od 14125. votes and L. Smith 11,540 votes for representative as afure- 
saidin -B. Elam, baving received a majority of tho votes 
cast for eee from the fourth distriet in said State of Louisiana in 


fully, and regular! elected to 
real Congress’ 


FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 


Wo, Francis T. Nicholls, governor of the State of Louisiana, and Oscar A 
assistant secre of state of said State, do hereby certify that the above and 
foregoing declaration of the result of the election began and held in the fourth 

district of the State of Lou on the 7th day of November, ye 
is a true copy of the original certificate as recorded in the office of the secretary o: 
state of Louisi by tho secreta of state; and signed by the aK = 
e er hands and oe is the cried) —5 Louisiana, at the city of New 
leans, wenty-seven y ‘ebruary, A 
FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana, 


[sear] 
ARROYO, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Mr. LEONARD. Mr. S er, in offering this resolution and in 
asking the House to consider it, I wish to say that it isnot my pur- 
to re-open in any way the old Louisiana case. As between Mr. 
ackard and Mr. Nicholls, I may once have had some choice. But 
that contest is now settled. Mr. Nicholls is governor of Louisiana; 
and although I lost by his success a better place, perhaps, than he 
holds bimself, yet it is now my duty to recognize and respect his 
authority. I do this fully and completely. But the question is not 
whether Mr, Nicholls is or is not governor of Louisiana, but whether 
he has a right to nullify and set aside those rights which accrued and 
became vested before his i ration. 

An election was held in the State of Louisiana on the 7th day of 
November, 1876. That election was for members of Congress, State 
officers, members of the Legislature, and presidential electors. It was 
held under an act entitled “An act to regulate the conduct and to 
maintain the freedom and purity of elections; to prescribe the modo 
of making returns thereof; to provide for the election of returning- 
officers, and defining their powers and duties; to prescribe the mode 
of entering on the rolls of the senate and house of representatives, 
and to enforce article 103 of the constitution.” In order that ‘tho 
House may understand fully what the law was, how the election was 
conducted, how the returns were made, and how those returns were 
vassed, I ask that sections one and two of the law may be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of the State 
i in Denne Aneto — — 2 — 
judicial officers, members of the 


State, 
General Assembly, and for members of Con, 
shall be held on the first Monday in Movemter; 60d ant election shall. he hve g 
the general elections. They t to 
ons 


be held in the manner and form and sub, 
prescribed, and no other. É 

e apr elected by the senatofrom 
po eee parties, shall be the returning-o for all elections in the State, a ma- 


me t 
closing of the election said returning-officers shall 
meetin Now Orleans to canvass and 8 statements of votes made by the 

rns of the election to the secretary of 

They — continue in session until such returns bayo been compiled. The 
presidin cer shall, at such meeting, open in the presence of the said returning- 
officers the statements of the commissioners of l the said returning- 
from statements, canvass and compile returns of the clection 
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within thirty thereafter, issue commissions to all officers thus declared elected, The Clerk ‘read as follows: 
‘who are rod by law to be çommisajonag, ; STATE o LOUISIANA, EXECOTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Mr. LEONARD. Mr. Speaker, you have heard the law. Now, I ew Orleans, December 20, 1874. 


make the assertion—and I ask to be corrected by any gentleman from 
Louisiana or elsewhere if I state what is untrue—that the election 
was held in accordance with this law; that the returns were made 
up by the commissioners and supervisors of election; that those re- 
turns went to this board of returning officers; that they had them 
in their possession ; that e ee canvass and compile those returns 
and did declare that George L. Smith had a we, prs Ses the votes for 
member of Congress in the fourth congressional district of Louisiana 
and was therefore elected. 

Mr. ELLIS. I understand my colleague to desire to be corrected. 

Mr. LEONARD. If I have made any mistake I beg the gentleman 
to correct me. 

Mr. ELLIS. I understand my colleague to say that the board of 
returning officers compiled and canvassed those returns. 

Mr. LEONARD. I made that statement. 

Mr. ELLIS. The returns which came fromthe commissioners? It 
is a matter, Mr. S er, of hi , as broadly known as this great 
country, that that board of returning officers did not canvass and 
compile the returns received from the commissioners 

Mr. LEONARD. I do not yield for a speech. 


Mr. ELLIS. But, exercising arbitrary judicial power never given to 
them, they excluded what they pleased, admi what they pleased, 
and made up returns to suit themselves, 


Mr. LEONARD. [I said I would yield for thecorrection of any mis- 
takes, but for no other purpose. 

Mr. GIBSON. I desire to reply to the gentleman’s question. 

Mr. LEONARD. I said if Imade a mistake in any statément of fact 
Iwas willing to be corrected, but I did not say I was willing to have 
half a dozen hes injected into mine. 

Mr, GIBSON. I wish to correct the gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Louisiana is entitled to the 
floor, and will proceed without interruption unless he yields for that 


purpose: f; „ 
r. GIBSON. I merely wished to reply to the gentleman’s ques- 
tion. 

Mr. LEONARD. If the gentleman asks a question, I will answer 


him eategorically. 

Mr. GIBSON. I do not wish to ask any question, but will answer 
the gentleman categorically, if he will receive an answer to the 
question which he himself put. : 

Mr. LEONARD. I did not hear the last remark. 

Mr. GIBSON. The gentleman referred to his coll es, and said 


he desired to be corrected in any statement he made if he was mis- 
taken. I only desire to say now that he was mistaken. 

Mr. LEONARD. If the gentleman wishes to correct an error or to 
ask me a question I will candidly answer him, but I wish to notify 
him beforehand that 1 do not desire him to make a speech under the 
guise of a question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the floor and will proceed 
without interruption. 

5 . Whether this returning board canvassed these 
votes correctly or not I do not pretend to aay. Perhaps they did and 
ad they did not. I was not there. I was not a member of that 

ard. Iwas not present when they canvassed those votes. If they 
did make mistakes those mistakes are to be corrected and ought to 
be corrected ; but I make the statement that they had the right to 
foot up the figures just as much as any returning board has the right 
to do this in any State in this Union. If they declare that one can- 
didate has a majority over another, that gives him a prima facie case, 

‘whether they have added up the . correctly or incorrectly. I 
say that, if a board of returning officers in the State of Maine should 
declaré that one gentleman had a majority over another gentleman, 
the mere circumstance that they had made a mistake or failed to can- 
vass certain Meade or certain counties would not make the prima 
Jacie case of the gentleman returned any the less valid. 

I say, therefore, that it is not a question for this House to consider 
at this stage whether the returning-board correctly canvassed those 
votes or not. I Er they had the right to canvass them; they did 
canvass them; and in accordance with a universal principle of law 
their canvass must be presumed to be valid until duly set aside, and 
therefore no mere suggestion of fraud is sufficient to nullify what 
they did. Their canvass is prima facie valid and correct. I say, 
therefore, that in accordance with the law they did canvass these 
returns; they did declare Mr. Smith to have a majority; and that 
that declaration was published in the official journal of the State in 
accordance with the law, and upon that declaration the governor of 
the State issued his certificate to Mr. Smith, which has been filed and 
read here to-day. 

So far as the objection to the form of that certificate is concerned, 
I wonld state it.is the very identical certificate which has always 
been filed here; that is to say, it is identical in form with the certiñ- 
cate upon which the gentlemen on the other side, my honorable col- 
leagues, have held their seats in former Congresses. I have before 
mə the RECORD e opening proceedings of the last Con- 
gress, and I ask the Clerk read from page 170 the certificate which 
appears there, 


Be it known, that at an election begun and held on the 2d day of November, 
A. D. 1874, for members of Congress, Frank Morey received 12,279 votes, and W. B. 
. to the certificate of the returns of said 

ion made, filed, and of record in office of the 
manner 


bed by law. 
‘Now, therefore, I, William Pitt Kellogg, governor of the State of Louisiana, do 
I en of the votes cast at said 
election, is truly and lawfully elected to 3 congressional district 
of Louisiana in the -fourth Congress of the United States. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 


my name and caused the seal of 
the State to be attached, this 26th day of bor, A. D. 1874, and of the Indo- 
pendence of the United States the ninety-ninth, 


WILLIAM P. KELLOGG. 


Mr. LEONARD. Mr, Speaker, this certificate was before the House 
at the opening of the last Congress. It was acknowledged by the 
members then on this floor to be valid in pointof form. The question 
between Mr. Morey and Mr. Spencer was debated by the best speakers 
in this House. But it never occurred to any of them to suggest that 
that certificate, either of Morey or Spencer, was defective in point of 
form under the laws of the State of Louisiana. . 

Mr. HOUSE. Will the gentleman yield to me for @ question ? 

Mr. LEONARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOUSE. Does the gentleman say that the certificate in the 
Morey-Spencer case just read at the Clerk’s desk is identical with the 
certificate now before the House ? 

Mr, LEONARD. I say it is identical in form. 

Mr. HOUSE. Itis wholly different. í 

Mr. LEONARD. Wherein is it different? 
ett HOUSE. I will show wherein it differs if the gentleman will 

ow me. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Ledisiana [Mr. LEON- 
ARD] yield further ? 

Mr. LEONARD. I will answer tho gentleman’s question first. I 
say there is no difference in the essentials of these two credentials. 
That is to say, the objection which was raised by the Clerk was that 
these certificates did not purport to be copies from the records of the 
secre of state. If he had any other objections to these cortifi- 
cates I do not know what they were. He said that the law of Louis- 
iana required that the secretary of state should make up a certifi- 
cate and thata copy of this certificate should be granted to the 
claimant; that as that had not been done in this case there was no 
valid certificate. In answer to that I say it was not done in tho 
Morey case, and the certificate in that case was held tobe a valid 
one, While the question was being debated Mr. Holman, of Indi- 
ana, said: 

The Clerk, as I have no doubt rightfully u tho presumptive case before 
him, placed the namo of Mr. Morey on the ag Hs the credentials which have 
boen read clearly make out a prima facie case in his behalf. 


Mr. HOUSE. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? I 
2 deh want the House to understand the question. 

r. LEONARD, And I want the House to understand the ques- 
tion. I do not wish to deceive the House. ‘I say that the Clerk 
stated that his objection to these certificates was that they did not 
3 to be copies from the records of the secretary of state; and 

have had asimilar one read, and shown that it was received in the 
last Seren 

Mr. HOUSE. The gentleman announced that the certificates relied 
upon here in the cases of Mr. Nash and Mr. Smith were identical 

Mr. LEONARD. In form. 

Mr. HOUSE. Withthecertificate in ring ty Hic mney ese Now, 
if the gentleman will allow me, I will show to him and to the Houso 
that they are essentially different. E. 

Mr. LEONARD. I cannot yield for that parpose at present, but I 
will give the gentleman enough time at the proper moment, if he 
will show wherein they are essentially different. 

Now, if there be any objection to the form of these credentials, 
which I have not heard, I should be very glad to hear that objec- 
tion and have a chance to reply to it. But I say that the objec- 
tion which the Clerk made to the certificates of Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Nash was that they did not 3 to be copies from the books of 
the secretary of state, and t therefore they were in no sense the 
certificates required by the law of Louisiana; and, if there be any 
essential difference between this certificate and that certificate, it is 
not the difference to which the Clerk drew our attention on tho first 
day of the session. If there be such a difference, I will be very glad 
to know wherein it consists. An argument on that point would 
relate to a question not yet raised. { 

Now, I say that the returns were made up and canvassed, that tho 
result 8 ted, and that Governor Kellogg issued certificates 
to Mr. N: and Mr. Smith. A gentleman suggested a little while 
ago that perhaps the gentleman from Maine was king of some- 
thing he did not know anything about when he said a new board of 
canvassers was organized by the Nichols government, and that this 
new board assumed to canvass the returns already counted. Tho 
Nichols government claimed to go into operation on the 8th day of 
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January, 1877. On that very day its legislature assumed to pass the 
act which I send to the desk that it may be read by the Cler 
The Clerk read as follows: 


An act to repeal sections 2,3, and 26 of an act entitled “An act to regulate the free- 
dom and purity of elections; to the mode of making returns thereof 
to provide for the election of returning officers and defining their powers an 
dw to prescribe the mode of entering on the rolls of the senate and house of 
representatives and to enforce article 103 of the constitution,” approved No- 
vember 20, 1872 to constitute a board of canvassers, and to authorize said board 
to canvass and make return of the votes cast at the recent election ; and to author- 
ize contest for office in certain cases, 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house pk hype pope of the State oj 
i in General A convened, That sections 2, 3, and 26 of an act entitl 

“An act to regulate the freedom and purity of elections; to prescribe the mode of 
returns thereof; to provide for the election of return officers and defin- 

ing their powers and duties ; to prescribe the mode of entering on the rolls of the 

senate and house of Be pn grosh ; and toenforce article 103 of the constitution,” 

approved November 20, 1872, be, and the same aro hereby, ed. 

RC. 2. And be it further enacted, £c., That a board of canvassers, to be com 

of the Hentenant-governor, the speaker of the hause of representatives, and three 

senators, to be elected by the senate from the different parties, a majority of whom 

shall constitute a quorum, is hereby created and empowered to canvass and make 
returns of the votes cast at the recent general election in this State for all officers 
other than governor and lieutenant-governor, and for and against the constitu- 


further enacted, £c., That the canvass and return made by the 

board herein constituted shall be prima facie evidence of the election of the candi- 
date returned by them, reserving to all other candidates the right to contest the 
said election and return by filing a petition for that purpose in the court of proper 
jurisdiction within their respective parishes within a delay of thirty days from 
the official promulgation of the canvass herein provided for. ö 

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, de., That all laws and parts ot laws contrary to 
and inconsistent with this act be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, de., That this act take effect from and 
after its passage. 


Mr. LEONARD. I think the House will now see the aspect of this 


case. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. If the gentleman from Louisiana 
will give way for a motion to adjourn, I will submit that motion. 

Mr. LEONARD, I will yield for that p 56. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I move, then, that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. COX, of New York. What will be the condition of this matter 
to-morrow : 

The SPEAKER.. It will be unfinished business. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Then it will come up the first thing after 
the morning hour, 

The SPE R. It will come up the first thing after the reading 
ofthe Journal. 

The question was taken on Mr. WHITE’S motion, and it was agreed 
to; and accordingly (at four o'clock and five minutes p. m.) the House 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk» 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of W. S. Staplin, late a 
private in Company C, Fifteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and 
others, that he be granted a pension—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed. 

By Mr. BURDICK: Papers relating to the claim of the heirs of 
John Rice Jones, deceased, for indemnity for lands sold and otherwise 
app ated erf United States, within the limits of certain con- 
firmed private land claims in the State of Dlinois—to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of B. Hunt, B. H. Stone, J. A. Gib- 
son, and 30 other citizens of Lawrence County, Missouri, for the re- 
monetization of silver and the issue of 3.65 interconvertible United 
States bonds—to the Committee on Banking and Curreney, when 


a nted. 

ppo Mr. VANCE : The petition of Mrs. V. S. M. Chapman, to be re- 
imbursed for property confiscated by decree of the United States 
courts in the State of New York, a Ness) papers relating thereto—to the 
Committee of Claims, when appoin 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, October 17, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of Thomas A. Doyle, mayor 
of the city of Providence, Rhode Island, and others, praying for an 
increase of the compensation of letter-carriers; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. FERRY 11 the petition of Aaron L. Sibley and others, 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, praying for an increase of compensation 
to letter-carriers; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of William A. Willis and others, set- 
tlers upon and purchasers of lands known as Detroit and Milwaukee 


Railroad lands, situated in the western part of the State of Michigan, 
and interests therein, praying the passage of a law protecting them 
in their rights and interests therein; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

He presented a concurrent resolution of the Legislature of the 
State of Michigan in favor of aid by Congress in the construction of 
a tunnel under the Detroit River at or near Detroit, Michigan; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of Charles 
R. Taylor and others, letter-carriers of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
praying an increase of compensation; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
Mr. GARLAND presented the petition of Henry Page, late agent 
and disbursing officer of the Bureau of Refugees, F men, and 


Abandoned Lands, praying to be refunded certain moneys by him 
paid to parties representing themselves to be disc soldiers ; 
which was refe to the Committee on Finance.. i 

Mr. MERRIMON presented the petition of J. H. Hardin and others, 
citizens of Watauga, North Carolina, praying for the establishment 
of a new ponant from Boone, North Carolina, to Bakers Gap 

t-offce that State; which was referred to the Committee on 

‘ost-Offices and Post-Roads, 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of James M. Snyder and others, 
letter-carriers of Troy, New York, praying for an increase of com- 
e was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 

ost- s 


Mr. SARGENT 88 the petition of Edward Byrne and others, 
letter-carriers of San Francisco, California, praying for an increase 
of compensation; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Oflicés 
and Post-Roads, 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Greenleaf Cilley, com- 
mander United States Navy, praying that his name be taken from 
the retired list and restored to his appropriate rank on the active 
list of the Navy; which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of John Harrison, of Quincy, 
Illinois, praying compensation for services rendered as a scout dur- 
ing the late war; which was referred to the Committee on Military 


airs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of J. S. Berry and 
others, citizens of the county of Tama, Iowa, praying for the passage of 
a law making silver a legal tonder for all sums; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
the State of Michigan, in favor of an sppropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at New Buffalo, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of the State 
of Michigan, in favor of an 8 to construct a harbor at 
Menominee upon the dividing ine between the States of Michigan 
and Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of the State 
of Michigan, in favor of an appropriation for a light-honse at the 
month of Thunder Bay, in the county of Alpena, Michigan; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of Thomas Wall, of Marion 
County, Indiana, praying for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, 

He also presented the petition of Jacob H. Mattern and 27 othe 
letter-carriers of Indianapolis, Indiana, praying for an increase o 
compensation; which was referred to Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented a petition of citizens of Des Moines, 
Towa, praying an increase of compensation to letter-carriers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roadg. 

Mr. WALLACE Pieces the petition of J. W. Forney and 17,000 
other citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING presented a petition of a number of citizens of 
Mattoon, Illinois, praying the remonetization of the old silver dollar; 
which was refe to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition signed by the letter- 
carriers of Troy, New York, representing that $1,200 per annum is a 
reasonable compensation, and praying that it be fixed as the compen- 
sation of letter-carriers. I move that this petition be referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion was a, ing to. 5 

Mr. CONKLING also presented a petition of tho letter-carriers of 
Oswego, New York, praying thes the salary of letter-carriers be fixed 
at the uniform sum of $1, r annum; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition of the commissioners of 
the State of New York F for the purpose of erecting a monu- 
ment to the memory of David Wiame pne of the captors of Major 
André, praying an appropriation of $10,000 by Con in addition to 
$2,000 already appropriated by the State of New York, to be used in 
erecting an appropriate work of art in commemoration of the event 
refe: to. I wish the Chair would bekind enough to indicate the 


proper reference. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. CONKLING. The Senator on my right, [Mr. Howr,] who is 


ests that the Committee on the Library is a 


very experienced, su 
the Chair 


more appropriate reference. I have no choice myself. If 
will direct a reference I shall be satisfied. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair has made the order, The pe- 
tition will be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of Mrs. Mary G. Rhoades, widow 
of John L. Rhoades, late a lieutenant in the Thirty-seventh United 
States Colored Troops, praying for a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of William Kearney, late a private 
of Company H, Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of W. B. Brittain and 36 others, 
United States letter-carriers in the city of Washington, District 
of Columbia, praying for an increase of compensation ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Thomas B. Bryan and others, 2,000 
citizens of the District of Columbia, praying for an increase of com- 

nsation to letter-carriers ; which was referred to the Committee on 

ost-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of J. D. Holman, of Port- 
land, Oregon, praying for compensation for improvements included 
in the military reservation of Fort Canby in the year 1850; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


SAFETY OF THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. DAWES. I am instructed by the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred tle bill (S. No. 1) for 
the removal of the books and files in the lofts of the old portion of 
the Capitol building, to report it back in the form of a concurrent 
resolution, and I ask that the resolution may be considered at the 

resent time. This is the bill which was introduced yesterday, but 
in the form of a concurrent resolution. It was thought that no law 
about it would be necessary, and that the contingent funds of the 
two Houses should be absolutely under our own control. 

Mr. CONKLING. What is the purpose f 

Mr, DAWES. It is to require certain officers to do certain things 
in reference to the protection of this building from fire, as well as to 
remove those documents of which mention was made yesterday. The 
documents could of course be removed by the direction of the proper 
committees, but it also provides for keeping hereafter buckets of 
water in certain places, and it was deemed that it would be more 
anthoritative and more likely to be regarded if put in this form. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion, as follows: 

Re: the House d ives concurring.) That the officers 
Tipyn eee s and TAA te tored in the lofts of 2 old portion of 
the Capitol building shall cause the same to be moved into the basements, or other 
places in the building safe from fire; and that, in addition to the fire-extinguish- 
ers now in use, a liberal supply of fire-buckets be placed in all portions of the 
Capitol where there is danger from fire. And it shall also be hereatter the duty 
of the Capitol police to keep the fire-buckets well tilled with water, and to make 
daily inspections of the building, with a view to take proper measures against 


damage from fire. 
ae out the 


Resolved, That the expense of a ions of the foregoing reso- 
lution be paid out of the contingent funds of the Senate and House of Hey 33 
ice, 


tives, in proportion to the amount incurred by either House for this 


Mr. DAWES, At the suggestion of the Senator from New York 
[ Mr. CONKLING] I will state further, in reference to these documents, 
that the resolution applies only to the documents which are stored 
up under the roof of the old part of the Capitol building, documents, 
such as bills panes. when introduced and at different stages in their 
progress, They are piled away there; and it is not thought best to 
destroy them, although hereafter it may be pope to assort and pre- 
serve some of them and dispose of the rest. There are also up there 
duplicate and multiplied copies of the House and Senate Journals 
that have been bound from time to time, twenty, or thirty, or forty 
copies of a session; and there are also executive documents, some of 
them very valuable and some of them probably of no use. It is not 
proposed by these resolutions to make any permanent disposition of 
these documents, but to take them out of the danger of fire either 
by accident or by malice. If by accident any By (ey should come 
down upon the roof there, these documents wo be destroyed be- 
yond any opportunity or chance of protection. 

Mr. CONKLING. Where are they to be put? 

Mr. DAWES. They are to be put in rooms down below that can 
be provided by the officers of the House and of the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. In the basement? 

Mr. DAWES. In the basement and in the corridors, They can be 
pot there without interfering at all with the conveniences of the two 

lonses, either as to committee-rooms or otherwise, and will be kept 

there until such time as provision shall have been made for a perma- 
nent disposition of them. . I think that if any Senator had gone where 
I have been this rap up among them, he would see at once the 
necessity of doing something. These resolutions are the result of 2 


conference with the officers of the two Houses and those in charge of 
the building itself. 
The resolution was agreed to, 


! : BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WADLEIGH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 16) relating to certain brevet appointments ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. i 

Mr. WITHERS asked, and by unanimous. consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 17) amending. the laws granting pensions 
to the soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812, and their widows ; 
which was read twice by its title,and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 2 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 18) for the relief of the Albemarle and Chesapeake 
Canal Company; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. McDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 19) for the relief of Captain James M. 
Beeber; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. ~ 

Mr. CHAFFEE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 20) authorizing the citizens of Colorado, 
Nevada, and the Territories to fell and remove timberon the public 
domain for mining and domestic purposes; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 21) for the relief of Brigadier-General 
Alexander 8. Webb, late of the United States Army; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 22) for the relief of James B. Sinclair, of the 
United States Army; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before this bill is referred I beg to make a 
remark. I introduce both these bills in accordance with a request 
and with representations of the facts made to me. I have no exact 
knowledge of the merits. I ask that the latter bill go with the 
accompanying papers i the Committee on Military Affairs in order 
to give such information as they contain. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill, with the accompanying papers, 
will be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 23) for the relief of Major and Brevet Colonel 
Joseph B. Collins, late of the United States Army; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No, 24) for the relief of Michael Fentenheime, a citi- 
zen of France; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 25) for the relief of Robert W. Dunbar, of 
Oregon; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

ir. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 26) to donate a portion of the military reser- 
vation of Fort Harker to the State of Kansas for the establishment 
of an educational or charitable institution, and to open the remainder 
of said reservation to settlement; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 27) for the relief of Amos B. Ferguson; which was 
ese twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 28) authorizing the e of stenographers 
by the judge-advocates of the several military departments; which 
30 twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 

udiciary. 

Mr. MAXEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 29) for the relief of Robert McRae, Andrew 
B. James, and Emory Clapp, of New Orleans, Louisiana; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr, GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 30) for the relief of Silas F, Field, one of 
the sureties on the bond of John G. Halliburton, deceased, late mar- 
shal of the United States in and for the eastern district of Arkan- 
sas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. a to authorize the 3 of fifty per cent. 
of customs duties in legal-tender notes; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Without previons notice I desire leave to intro- 
duce a bill for the relief of J. M. Micow and others, and I state that 
I know nothing of the merits of the bill and am not committed for 
or against it. . 

By unanimous consent leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
32) for the relief of J. M. Micow an others; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire leave also to introduce another bill for 
the relief of R. W. Corbin and others. I know nothing of the merits 
of the bill and am not committed for or against it. 

By unanimous consent leave was granted to introduce a bill(S. No. 
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33) for the relief of R. W. Corbin and others; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No, 34) to prevent abuses in the sale of postage 
stamps and stamped envelopes; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices aud Post-Rosda. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. MAXEY, it was 
3232 T a coer S 

On motion of Mr. GORDON, it was 
„ W —— phe os aig ppt be 

On motion of Mr. McDONALD, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the mattor of the claim of James M. Deeber be 
takon from the files and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

+ PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee consisting of seven Senators be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to take into consideration the state of the law respecting the ascer- 
taining and declaration of the result of the elections of President and Vice-Presi- 
dank ol the United States; and that said committee have power to report by bill or 
0 


I presume, Mr. President, as we all understand the topic very well, 
that there will be no objection to the present consideration of the reso- 
lution. If there be not, I ask for its present consideration. 

Mr. BAYARD. May I suggest to the honorable Senator (recogniz- 
ing the gravity and importance of this question, and expressing my 

t satisfaction in 9 this early period a disposition to settle 
it) whether it would not be well to have the matter submitted to a 
joint committee of the two Houses? : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My observation and experience in general have 
rather convinced me that there is more likelihood of success in 
almost all measures by having separate committees; and I have the 
impression that whatever of success has attended difficult transac- 
tions latterly has been in part owing to the circumstance of their 
being separate committees upon important subjects, who had of 
course the free right of communication and mutual consideration, 
but still were independent committees. I have the impression, there- 
fore, that we should be more likely to get on by each House having 
a separate committee. I should hope that the House of Represent- 
atives, in view of the importance of the subject, would have a sim- 
ilar committee. If the Senator has any special views on tho subject 
to present, I am quite willing to allow the resolution to lie over for 
consideration. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to the resolution, and it is to 
further its object that I make the suggestion I do. The subject is 
one that needs light from every quarter and aid from every quarter. 
It should be free from party, and certainly in its consideration we 
should be beyond and above paltry considerations of party. I have 
before now expressed the view that the relative complexion of the 
two Houses of Congress makes this a favorable occasion for an exam- 
ination of this subject. I thought so a year ago; I think so now; and 
it would be well, as assuring the acceptance of any proposition that 
may be agreed upon by the two Honses, that it should be entirely 
divested of any possibility of particular party advantage, so that the 
likelihood of success before both Houses could be assured by the 
action of a committee composed of members of each House. the 
Senator will allow the matter to stand until to-morrow, perhaps I 
may have some conversation with him; and I am sure that we both 
desire a proper solution of this subject. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, Mr. President, I shall do so with great 


pleasure. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie over. 
SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA, 


Mr. THURMAN. I present the credentials of Henry M. i tale 
Senator-elect from the State of Louisiana, and ask that they read 
and that he be now sworn in. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The credentials will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
State or LOUISIANA, 
Executive 


To the President of the Senate of the United Status: 

Francis T. Nicholls, governor of the State of Louisiana, do hereby certify that 
Ten M. Spofford, of Wer Orleans, in said State, a duly qualified person er the 
Constitution of the United States, has been elected a Senator in Con, from the 
said State for the term of six years, commencing the 4th day of March, 1877; that 

mant to the act of Con approved July 25, 1866, the Legislature of Lonis- 

which was chosen at the general election on the 71h of November, 1876, pro- 
ceeded on Tuesday, the 9th of January, 1677, (it being the second Tuesday after the 
meeting and organization thereof,) in their respective chambers, a quorum being 
present in each, by a viva voce vote, to name a for Senator for the term afore- 
said, but no one person who was voted for on day received a m ity in either 
House; that at twolve o'clock meridian upon the following day (Wednesday, the 
10th; the members of the two houses convened in joint assembly, and the journal of 
each house was read showing that no person received a ity of the votes in 
either upon the previous day, whereupon tho said joint assembly proceeded to vote 
vive voce for Senator, but no m received a ty of the votes; the said 
joint assembly met on the following day, at twelve o'clock meridian, and took 
another ineffectual vote viva voce for tor, and so continued to meet on each suc- 
ceeding legislative day throughout the regular session and through the extra or 
called session that immediately followed it, and to take at least one voto for United 


OcTOBER 17, 


States Senator for the long Laps se yp nuves ely mag 5 
until Tuesday, the 24th day of April, 1877. upon wh 2 ly com- 

dred and x three members) a vina vote for Senator as ufore- 
said was taken, when the sai M. 8 


a ity the members el to houses present and ing. 
W the said Henry M. Spotlord was declared daly elected Senator in 
Congress for the foresaid. 


(seat) FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 
s Governor of tho Stats of Louisiana. 
y 


the T: 
Wut. A. STRONG, 


State. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I wish the Senator from Ohio would 
put his motion about that business in writing, under the rule. 

Mr. THURMAN. My motion is, that Mr. Spoſford be now sworn in. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like that to be reduced to writing no- 
cording to the rule. 

Mr. THURMAN. Very well, sir. 

The motion of Mr. THURMAN having been reduced to writing by 
him, was read by the Chief Clerk, as follows: 

Resolved, That Henry M. Leer- whose credentials as a Senator from the State 
of Louisiana have been this day be nowsworn and admitted as such Senator. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. Mr. President, as I did not expect this matter to 
be presented this morning, I ask that it lie over until to-morrow under 
the thirty-third rule. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It goes over under the rule. 

0 - Does the rule apply to a question of this char- 
acter 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The rule says “ all resolutions,” 

Mr. THURMAN. This is a question of very high privilege. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Tho rule is that “all resolutions” shall 
lie over, if objected to. 

Mr. THURMAN. I ask for a ruling on the question whether that 
rule applies to a resolution of this kind, which is a question of the 
highest ane 

r. WITHERS. With the permission of the Senator from Ohio, I 
will call attention to the rule of the Senate on that subject: 


7. The presentation of the credentials of Senators-clect and other questions of 
pod shall always be in order, except during the reading and correction of the 
carnal, whila a question of order or a motion to adjourn is pending, or while the 
Senate is dividing; aud all questions and motions arising or made n the pro- 
sentation of such credentials shall be 


be proceeded with until disposed of by the 

Mr, EDMUNDS. Certainly, there is no doubt about that; but it 
is equally clear that the rules did not intend, in using the term “all 
resolutions,” that any question of privilege, as it 1s called, should be 
sprang upon the Senate without notice. The theory of the thirty- 
third rule is that no trap should be sprung upon anybody. Of course 
my friend from Ohio does not intend to spring any sy I merely 
noe of the object of the rule. The theory—and it is the right 
theory—of that rule, in my opinion, is that no matter of importance 
should be sprung upon the Senate without previous notice; and 
therefore the thirty-third rule was intended, as it says literally, to 
cover everything that the Senate is called upon as an independent 
proposition to act upon, and applies to what is called a question of 
privilege, the Highs of a Senator to his seat, as well as any other ques- 
tion, and it ought to do so in justice and in fairness. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion that the seventh 
rule of the Senate, this being a question of the highest privilege, 
must control in this case. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I admit that it does, Mr. President; but I submit 
that the seventh rule isin perfect accord with the thirty-third. This 
takes 338 of all other business, but it takes it subject to the 
rules that give the right to Senators to have a day to think of it; 
but when it is pal ah Rea rs the Senate, after it is laid over 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, There are motions which will give Sen- 
ators that Srpen if they desire it. It can be laid on tho tablo 
or postponed; it is subject to all that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is perfectly true, if the President please ; 
but that goes on the 9 that the Senate is full and is read 
toact. The object of the thirty-third rule is to protect a minority, 
if it happens to be a minority of only one, against any sudden step 
of importance that HAY be taken by the majority, That is the es- 
sence of the thirty-third rule. I submit with great confidence that 
it is entirely in accordance with the seventh rule, which has been 
read, which gives that sort of business to which it refers precedence 
of ail other business; but it does not entitle it to be considered until 
a day’s notice has been had of it. However, if the Chair so rules 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair remains of the opinion that 
the seventh rule must control the question. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then I think the seventh rule ought to be 
changed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think so, too. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution is before the Senate. 
ren MITCHELL. Mr, President, I offer the following as a substi- 

te: 

Strike ont all after the word “ resolved,” in tho first line, and insert: 


That the credentia!s of Ilenry M. Spofford, claiming to be a Senator from the 
State of Louisiana, bo rcforred to the Committce on Privileges and Elections. 


i D te 


* 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the substitute. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I desire the opinion of the Chair on a 
question of order. Where the credentials of a Senator claiming a cer- 
tain seat have been already referred to a committee, it cannot be the 
meaning of the seventh rule that the credentials of another n 
claiming the same seat should be immediately dealt with by the 
Senate. A previous reference has sent this whole subject toa com- 


mittee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. These credentialscertainly have not been 
referred to any committee, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. WHYTE. We did not hear the Senator from Massachusetts. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator evidently referred to the 
case of Kellogg. 

Mr. HOAR. The question of the title to the seat was referred. 

Mr. THURMAN. the Senator will allow me to answer that inter- 
TO; ry, I think I can relieve him from all trouble. There were cer- 
tain credentials, not these now presented, referred to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections at the last session—a ial executive 
session of the Senate. That session adjourned; and under the rule 
and practice of the Senate all the references to that, as well as to 
other committees, went back to the Clerk’s desk, so that there is 
nothing now before the Committee on Privileges and Elections in 
regard io the election in Louisiana, or any other election. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It was only yesterday at the present 
session that the committee was re-appointed. The question is.on the 
substitute offered by the Senator from Oregon. t 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, it is not my purpose to go into an 
argument upon the questions involved in this resolution, unless those 
who are opposed to it see fit to open the door for discussion. I want 
to see disenssion in respect to the State of Louisiana at an end. She 
has a Legislature now which is acknowledged by all her people and 
by all her courts. She has a governor who is acknowledged by all 
her people and by all her courts. By that Legislature by the ex- 
traordinary majority of one hundred and forty-odd to thirteen, when 
the body was so fall that but three seats were vacant, Mr. Spofford 
was chosen a Senator in this body. He brings with him the creden- 
tials required by law in due form, and certified under the seal of the 
State and over the signature of the governor of the State and attested 
by the secretary of state. Everything, therefore, is as regular as it 
can possibly bo to make a prima facie case ; and hence it has seemed 
to me that he is entitled clearly enough to be sworn in on this case, 
there being no controversy whatever that the body by whom he was 
elected was the true Legislature of that State, nor that the man who 
has certified under the great seal of the State to his election is the 
governor de facto of that State and recognized by all her people and 
all her courts as the governor. : 

Without, then, gaing into all the troublesome qnestions which have 
arisen in that State and which have cansed so much trouble in the 
past, I had supposed that now a time had come when there could be 
peace, when not only Lonisiana bat the United States conld be freed 
from further trouble abont the internal affairs of that State; and it 
was in the hope that the Senate might think so too that I moved 
that Judge Spofford be now sworn in. It shall not, therefore, be my 
fault if a great discussion shall arise upon this resolution. All that 
I wished to say I have said; and that is that Judge Spofford was 
elected by a Legislature that everybody in Louisiana recognizes; his 
credentials are certified by a governor and a secretary of state wha 
are in like manner recogni by everybody there and by all her 


courts. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the Senator takes his seat I beg to ask 
him a question. He prefaced his remarks by a statement that a 
reference made to a committee at the last session of the Senate fell 
with the conclusion of that session, and that there stood now nothing 
referred in this case. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator will allow meto state how I under- 
stand that. 


Mr. CONKLING. Will not the Senator first allow me to draw his 
attention to rule 59? 
Mr. THURMAN, I know exactly the rule the Senator is going to 


read. 

Mr. CONKLING. I am not going to read it, but to call attention 
to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. I think I know it, although I know very little 
about rules. My original impression was that the references did not 
fall, except where a Congress expired, but I am told that where there 
has been a mere executive session of the Senate, as our last session 
was, the House of 3 not being in session at all, the 
references do fall at the end of snch a session. That has been the 
universal practice. I may be mistaken; but so Iam informed. 

Mr. CONKLING. I submit to the Senator and to the Senate that 
the distinction he now suggests cannot exist. It was a session of the 
Senate. This is a matter of privilege. Why of privilege? Because 
it concerns not only the Senate but the constitution and existence of 
the Senate. The Senate is by the Constitution made the sole “judge 
of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its own members.” 
Stating the case, then, shows that there is nothing in the nature of 
the question appealing to the functions of the two Houses; on the 
contrary it relates wholly to the powers, the duties, and the func- 
tions of the Senate. Being of that nature, and being here, a motion 
was made for which I remember that, in common with tho Senator 


from Ohio, I voted, as all the Senators with whom I am accustomed 
to act did not—a motion to refer to a committee the credentials and 
all the questions that the credentials carried. . 

are CE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator mean these creden- 

Mr. CONKLING. No,sir. The of the motion of course was 
toobtain for these questions that deliberate consideration and to derive 
that instruction which parliamentary has found can be best 
gained by the employment of acommittee. It would be very extraordi- 
nary, therefore, nore having been made, no advan having been 
derived as yet from that reference, if under the rules of the Senateit 
could be entirely superseded and dismissed. It would be superseded 
and dismissed if these credentials—although the Chair is quite right 
in saying they are not the same credentials—were to receive the treat- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Ohio. No, they are not the same 
credentials; but they are evidence, as was implied by the remarks of 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] of the trath and the 
fact, in re to the same transaction, I think I may say, certainly I 
may say the same subject. William Pitt Kellogg came bere with cre- 
dentials insisting that he was the elect of the Stato of Louisiana to 
fill the seat now in question. The papers attesting his claim are tho 
papers which were referred to a committee. It is too clear to need 
statement that if those papers did attest his claim, the present claim- 
ant has and can have no footing. There is no vacancy for him and 
he can have no right if the papers which were presented by William 
Pitt Kellogg did indeed attest the authenticity of his title. 

Now, Mr. President, I call attention to the rule, which I have 
found with some difficulty, to see whether there can be any doubt 
that we stand now precisely as we should have stood had the present 
credentials come here the day after the reference was made of the 
credentials of William Pitt Kellogg: 

59. At the second or any su mont session of a gress, the legislative basi- 
ness of the Senate 2 undetermined yee, close of the next preeed- 
ing session of that Congress shall bo resumed and proceeded with in the samo 
manner as if no adjournment of the Senate had taken place; and all subjects 
referred to committees and not upon at tbe close of a session of Congress 
shall bo returned to the office of the Secretary of the Senate, and be retained by 
him until the next succeeding session of that Congress, when they shall bo ro- 
turned to the several committees to which they had previously been refgrred. 

And the honorable Senator from Maine by my side [Mr. HAMLIN] 
reminds me that a remark I intended to make was inadequately 
made, I had referred to the nature of this question. I did not say, 
as he I think truly now says, that the nature of the qnestion is such 
that without a rale it cannot die, it cannot lapse. It is a question 
of the very highest privilege, concerning, as I meant to say before, 
not only the organization and constitution but in theory of law 
the very existence of the body. It does not fall with or without a 
rule, because the Senate takes a recess, or because in the form of an 
adjournment an interval occurs between one session and another. 
Be that, however, as it may, here is a rule expressly providing not 
only for a large affair like this but for more trivial matters of con- 
sideration ; and it says, as I read it, that the incident which has in- 
tervened, namely an adjournment of the Senate, has no influence 
whatever on this matter except that for the safe custody of the papers 
they shall be carried to the files and when the Senate re-appears 
they shall by the custodian be carried back to that committee to 
which in the language of the rule they had been previously re- 
ferred. So then under the ruling made by the Chair, which of conrso 
I do not challenge, and according to the theory of the mover of ‘this 
resolution, the Senate would find itself in this anomalous condition: 
Here is a question that, as it stood on a previous occasion, (and cer- 
tainly I think I may say that some itional elements have been 
brought into it since, which, in the language of a distinguished man, 
have enlarged the area of debato,) was deemed of such magnitude as 
to require the examination of a committee when it was a smaller 
question than it is now; it was referred to a committee; the speedy 
adjournment of the Senate prevented an examination by the commit- 
tee and any report except a pro forma report; and now, despite our 
rules, we are likely une: ly, withont that one day’s notice which 
isn to enable a Senator to introduce a bill for reference, to bo 
ee with the 5 oo by any consideration or 
any process, even that to whic most paltry resolution or proposed 
bill 5 subjected. Iam free to say as one member of this body that 
if the Chair, as I do not mean to dispute, has correctly interpreted 
the seventh and the thirty-third rules, my belief is that the Com- 
mittee on Rules should be diligent in making such change as will 
give the Senate the same opportunity and the same safety in respect 
of the most important matters which it has been deemed necessary 
to provide touching the most trivial. : 

take it, Mr. President, that at some time many Senators will wish 
to assign the reasons governing them in a vote upon the ultimate 
question here presented; and, unless other Senators are much more 
largely instructed than I am, the ministration of a committee, a 
statement and a report placing before us truly and fully both sides 
of this question, would be exceedingly convenient, and I cannot 
doubt would conduce to the wisdom and the tability of that 
83 which this body, exercising not political powers, not 
ndulging in ‘partisan inclination, but exercising a high judicial 
power, is summoned to render. It seems to me that such advantage 
as a court would have, as any tribunal would have in respect of a 
very minor question presented to it, ought not to be denied to the 
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Renate in respect of a subject so filled with difficulty as I fear this 
subject is. - 

. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the seventh rule of the Senate is 
in the ee words, and I ask leave to read it in connection with 
the thirty-third and with the fiftieth rules, so that they may all 
appear in the RECORD together, to enable propi hereafter to judge 
of their true construction. The seventh rule is: 


tation of the credentials of Senatora-elect and other questions of 
d correction of the 


The thirty-third rule is: 


All resolutions shall lie over one day for consideration, unless by unanimous con- 
sent the Senate shall otherwise direct. 


' The fiftieth rule is: 


All reports of committees and motions to discharge a committee from the consid- 
eration of a subject, and all subjects from which a committee shall be discharged, 
shall lie one day for consideration, unless by unanimous consent the Senate shall 
otherwise direct. j 

Now, it will be seen at once that if the construction which the 
Chair has placed upon the seventh rule be the sound one—I am sure 
the Chair will think it no want of respect if I proceed to state the 
point—then, of course, it would also overrule the fiftieth rale as well 
as the thirty-third, and the consequence would be that if the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections, or any other committee of the 
Senate, should report at this moment (this matter being out of the 
way, of course, for we can do but one thing at a time) a resolution 
censuring my honorable friend from Ohio, or any other Senator, that 
being also a 1 of the highest privilege, the Senator from 
Ohio or myself, if I were the object of denunciation, would not have, 
nor would people who might think we were not deserving of censure 
have, any right to.a single day for consideration; and thus every 
Senator, his honor, and his reputation, ce that he might 
hold dear in these respects, and that his friends might for him, would 
be at the mercy of a committee and an arbitrary majority at its 
back at any time. 

Isubmit that there ought to be some very high reason indeed which 
should hold that in a deliberative body like this it was intended b 
the rules to put any Senator in the power of such a proposition. It 
cannot be, as it appears to me; and therefore I think it plain that the 
provisions of this seventh rule are first entirely in harmony with the 
provisions of the thirty-third and of the fiftieth rules; and when you 
read them together it is difficult to put any other interpretation upon 
them than that I have named. Granted that this is a question of the 
highest privilege ; granted that the presentation of petitions and 
sine A] the introduction of bills, or the consideration of appro- 
priations, must stand aside for it; granted that at any time when a 
Senator can get the floor to present this proposition of the highest 
consequence he may do so, still the other rules then speak and say 
that, being presented, every Senator shall have the right to have it 
lie over for a day, in order that he may consider what his daty calls 
upon him to doin such a matter of the greatest possible moment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator pardon the Chair? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With pleasure. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to ask the Senator 
what construction he puts on this language of the rule: 


Shall be proceeded with until disposed of by the Senate? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir, I was coming to that in due order of the 
little I have to say; but I may as well take it up now: 


And all questions and motions arising or made u the presentation of snch 
credentials be proceeded with until disposed of by the Senate. 


Now, then, we are “proceeding” with this matter when we are 
asking under the rules that it lie over for a day. That would be a 
literal answer; but now I come to a more substantial one. I think I 
am safe in saying that on similar principles—because it is merely a 
principle of | spa law which is here enacted in words in this 
rule—it has been the universal course of the Senate, always having 
this seventh rule either in a steadfast parliamentary law or in print 
in the form of a code, to postpone the consideration of the credentials 
of a Senator, the right of a State to a particular Senator on the floor, 
for one week, or two weeks, or until the next session, according to 
its pleasure; and so when it has taken its usual course, itis “dis 
of” for the time being. I never heard anybody question, in the end- 
less discussion that we have had over these topics in the last ten 
years, that it would be in order to move to postpone the considera- 
tion of a subject of this kind until to-morrow. Yon do “proceed” 
with it and you do 1 of” it for the time being by that course. 
If you hold to the li construction that nothing can stand in the 
way of final disposition, then you cannot even adjourn, because the 
right to adjourn is only in that part of the clause which speaks of 
the right of a Senator to get up and present the credentials; and 
while a motion to adjourn is pending he cannot do that, When you 
come to the last clause it says this shall remain a matter of rivilege, 
and shall be entitled to precedence of other business until it is dis- 


of. You dispose of it from day to day as we have a thousand 
times within my recollection, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
quiry of the Chair? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. | Certainly. i 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is whether the nature of this-propo- 
sition is changed from the fact that tho Senator from Ohio reduced 
his motion to writing. Has the nature of the proposition in any 
sense been changed? f 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not in the least, in my opinion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Conid the Senator's objection have ob- 
tained if the Senator from Ohio had made a simple motion, instead of 
offering a resolution?! l 

Mr. EDMUNDS, It would have obtained, in my epinion; whether 
it would have obtained in the opinion of the Chair, I eannot say. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Would it have obtained under the rule? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It would have obtained in exactly the same way, 
and for this reason: Every direction that the Senate gives is a reso- 
lution of the Senate, and it is of no practical consequence whether 
that direction be in writing or not. Every motion that a Senator 
makes respecting an order that the Senate is to make, except possi- 
bly a motion to adjourn—I will not say about that—is always jour- 
nalized, as it should be, as “resolved” that the Senate order or do so 
and so. Then the mere fact of his patting it in writing does not 
change it a particle, I agree; and I only asked that it be put in 
writing for the convenience of the mere form of the thing. That 
was all. But when it shall be journalized, if the Senate shall vote 
yea or nay on tho motion of my friend that this gentleman be now 
sworn, the result will be-entered in the Journal, as it always has been 
and as it ought to be, “resolved accordingly that so and so be received 
and the oath be administered,” or “resolved that the resolution do not 

” The matter of its being in writing or not is a mere matter of 
orm, I agree entirely. 

So then, Mr. President, the more I think of it—and, as I say, the 
matter was entirely new to me and I had not expected it wonld be 
brought forward to-day, and so I was not very ready to present the 
views I now do on the subject 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator give way for a message 
from the President ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, sir. 

A message in writing was received from the President of the 
United States, by Mr. RODGERS, his Secretary. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I would respectfully suggest that 
if we are to obey this seventh rule, aud stand to it literally, we ought 
not to have received that messenger. ` 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The rules provide for the reception of 
messages at all times. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Therules also provide that all resolutions shall lie 
over, butif this seventh rule overrides everything then it overrides the 
President of the United States as well as the right of any Senator to 
have a matter lie over a day until he can know which way to vote 
on it. Ido not think myself that the rule does exclude a m 
from the President of the United States any more than it excludes 
the right to have a resolution lie over. 

Having said thus much, sir, upon the true construction of the rule 
and the true principles of parliamentary law, I want to appeal tomy 
friend from Ohio, to save any further discussion on this matter of the 
rules, to let the subject go over until to-morrow, because the Sena- 
tor himself is aware that I myself was not present at the last session 
of the Senate at all, and except in the most general way, and that in 
respect of times antedating the affairs of this last election, I have no 
knowledge about the actual state of the Louisiana case, and there- 
fore I do not know which way I ht to vote upon this proposition. 
I should certainly vote, if I were forced to vote now, to refer, be- 
cause that would not do anybody any essential injustice, for it might 
happen, upon the report of the committee, that this gentleman should 
be admitted; but I certainly could not vote to admit him now until 
I know something about it; and itso happened, through illness, that 
I was entirely deprived of any information that Senators got at the 
called session about this recent and last phase of Louisiana affairs. 
I hope, therefore, my friend from Ohio will not insist on going on 
now, though I can scarcely doubt that the Chair would entertain a 
motion to postpone. 

Mr. BLAINE. Before the Senator from Vermont takes his seat, I 
should like to ask him a question, rather for my own information 
than because I think the answer to it will throw any light on this 
matter. If I understand him, no matter how audisputed the ereden- 
tials of any Senator are, when he presents them here, one objection 
prevents that Senator being sworn-in for that day. 

Mr EDMUNDS. Ihave not said that at all. 

Mr. BLAINE. But does not the position of the Senator involve 
just that? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It does not, Mr. President. 

Mr. BLAINE. Where is the distinction? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Well, I am going to tell you. In the first place, 
one objection does make a cipais My friend is too old a states- 
man not to know perfectly well the prinspi of being alone or with 
the majority; and because a man is entirely alone it does not follow 
that he is not entirely right. Therefore the case he states is an im- 
possible one, to begin with. One objection as it is stated does pre- 
sent a dispute upon the credential. It may be apparent on an ex- 
amination that that dispute is totally unfonnded; it may be that it 
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bill (H. R. No. 58) amendatory of an act concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork — 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ..........- 22 
bill (H. R. No. 207) for the amendment of. 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina ddan sats 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency...--. 
CUTLER, Aucustus W., a Representative from New Jersey 
attended „FFFFFA S A decevavedcasecbeccecs 
appointed on committees. => 
leave of absence granted 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H, R. No. 101, applying the peene of the public lands to 
the support of free schools 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
H. R. No. 102, equalizing taxes 3 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Meaus 
II. R. No. 103, granting a pension to William S. Fonda 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions e 
H. R. No. 104, for the relief of Eliza Howard Powers 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
II. R. No. 8 the Department of Agriculture one 
of the Executive Departments... 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
H. R. No. 1296, to provide for the care of all animals to be 
rosy ee for food purposes in the District of Co- 
lumbis, and to incorporate the Washington Stock- 
Yard, Abattoir, and Rendering Compan .... 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the House be, and is 
hereby, directed to pay Ingram Coryell, from the con- 
tingent fund of the House, for services rendered as 
messenger in the Doorkeeper’s department of the 
House. Referred to the Committee of Accounts 
petitions presented pil hog letter-carriers of Paterson, New 


Jersey, and others, for an increase of saluries 
Cutler, Lieutenant C. A., bill (H. R. No, 1701) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Fort . 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Cynthiana, Kentucky, citizens of, petitions of, for compensa- 
tion for 8 destroyed by fir t 
bill (H. R. No, 1030) for the relief of sufferers by fire in. 
introduced by Mr. Carlisle... .- 2. 2-5 cone cccene ecncces 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 2 
D. 
Dahler, Charles L., bill (II. R. No. 798) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. us, ree 3 8 3 
referred to the Committee of Claim 


introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vor 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Dahoney, E. L., petition of, concerning the present hard times.. 
Dakota, the Territory of— 
Delegate from, attended: Jefferson P. Kidder.......... 5 
legislation concerning 
ill (H. R. AR to ran na ns bz DEKO Montana, Ari- 
zona, o, an yo or university purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Nidda. USARE AORA TR 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (H. R. No. 789) to appropriate money for the purchase 
of a law library for the Territory of Dakota. 
introduced: by Mr. Hider 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
bill (H. R. No. 790) to enable the people of Dakota to form 
a constitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of the said State into the Union on an equal 
etc with the original States. 
introduced by Mr. Kidder .... ceso aro 2.0 220s onsa cone 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
Dill (II. R. No. 791) to establish a land district in the Black 
Hills, in the Territory of Dakota. 
Wanne. ooo ab astare 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands............. 


135 


197 
197 


197 


197 


Page. 
Dakota, the Territory of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 

ill (H. R. No. 1190) authorizing the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of Dakota by general incorporation acts 
2 persons to associate themselves together as 
ies corporate for the transportation of freight and 

passengers by land or water. 


introduced by Mr, Kidde r 252 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..-.......... 252 
memorialsand petitions from citizens of, for post-rontes . 134, 166, 282 


Dakota volunteers, bill (H. R. No. 1189) to extend the time for 
presenting the claims of, 


introduced by Mr. Kidder............-....- Sc ancoucncawesce 252 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 252 


Dalferes, Celestine and Thomas, petition of, for payment of a 


D c eee napase 5 243 


Dalton, Georgia, bill (H. R. No. 965) for the relief of the Catholic 


church at. 
introduced by Mr. Felton 23 236 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 236 
Dan River, bill (H. R. No. na relating to survey at certain 
points in North Carolina of, 
introduced by Mr. Cabell 8 236 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ..---. ......-...---. 236 
Dane, J. F. & Co., and others, remonstrance of, against the re- 
al of the bankrupt law........-...---..- seer vues 599 
DANFORD, LORENZO, a Representative from Ohio— 
F cae cnsacevcaseuseusscuerhebar . 8 51 
4. ee oasc sens A IIE 198 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 315, for the relief of John H. 
Jones and Thomas D. Harris 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 180 
petitions presented by, from— 
Litton Arie Toke POD aaan cancer accnce wees reenen eA 148 
Ohio, for a post-route from Quaker City to Frecport 548 


incidental remarks by .... .... ..-- s200 «+--+ +--+ 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain 
deficiencies in the pay of the Navy and the pay of the 


r sone „„ 


Danjean, Felix, bill (H. R. No. 986) granting a pension to, 
introduced by Mr. Da: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 


Danlon, John, petition of, for a pension 282 


Danville, Kentucky, bill (H. R. No. 335) for the benefit of the 
Christian church at. 


introduced by Mr. Durham en eke pein 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
Christian church at, papers relating to war claim of.. 234 
Danville, Vi bill (E R. No. 865) for the erection of pub- 
c bnildings in. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell 2222... ĩͤ AS 2 210 


referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 210 
Darien, Georgia, bill (H. R. No. 250) to appropriate money for 
improvement of harbor at. = 


introduced by Mr. Hartridge ........ 8 177 

ee to ies 8 fet 8 e Ae 177 
ots and citizens of, memo of, against the repeal o: e 

> law for com also ilotage F 386 
Darling, ee, petition of, ‘or compensation for carrying the 

rr eae eateere 55 227 


Darling, John A., bill (H. R. No. 1254) for tho relief of. 


rene e 352 

réferred to the Committee on Military Affairs ...........-... 352 
DaRRALL, CHESTER B., a Representative from Louisiana— 

Sttendsd e spass <ccscscasccce 8 55 p` 51 

appointed on committees 8 1. 198 


leave of absence granted to 360 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 287, to change the name of the port of entry of 
the district of the Teche, in Louisiana, from Brashear 
to Morgan City 4 * 179 
referred to the Committee on Commerce aes fate 
reported back, considered, and by the House ...810, 81L 
H. R. No. 288, making an eparopration of $40,000 to enable 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office to com- 
ply with the act of July 4, 1876, restoring to market 
the 2 lands in the States of Mississippi, Alabama, 


H. R. No. 289, ee the sum of $3,000,000 for the 
purpose o energie ton in part rebuilding the levees 
of the Mississipi 


referred to the Committee on the Mississippi Levees. . 179 
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the Senate, to be taken ap whenever a Senator chooses to ask that 
they be taken from the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont calls for the 
credentials of William Pitt Kellogg. If they are in the possession of 
the Secretary of the Senate they will be reported. As to the ques- 
tion of fact the Chair knows nothing. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What I want is to get a decision of the Senate, 
through the Chair or in any other way, upon the question involved, 
(and of course it is important in respect to this business,) whether 
this committee Las charge of the Louisiana election case or not, 
whether these papers are now properly in the possession of the Sen- 
ate, or whether they are properly in the ion of its committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That is a question of fact which the 
Chair cannot decide. The Chair cannot deeide upon a hypothetical case. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I will stick to my call for the present. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I submit that the question can be brought up in 
this way: I understand that the Senator from Vermont has called 
for the reading of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg. As act- 
ing chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elections I object, 
for the reason that the credentials are before the committee. In that 
way the matter can be brought before the Senate perhaps. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. They are not in the possession of the 


Senate. 
Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. i 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I am on a question of high privi- 


(Laughter. 
T. The Senator from Vermont has not 


lege yet. 

Tus VICE-PRESID. 
yielded the floor. 

Mr. THURMAN. I thought the Senator had yielded. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir. I desire to have this serious and prac- 
tical question that I have started, that affects the other branch of 
this same Louisiana matter, disposed of by the Senate in sbme form. 
Now, I am informed by the Chair that these credentials are not in 
the ion of the Senate. I wish to ask the Chair, then, inasmuch 
as thes have been filed here, where they are? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands the presumption 
to be always in favor of the performance of official duty. He there- 
fore supposes the Secretary has sent them to the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections under the rule. 

r. EDMUNDS. If they have been sent under the rule, I am 
satistied. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, under what rule has the Secretary 
of the Senate committed these papers to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections? The fifty-ninth rule certainly does not apply to such 


u case. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair supposes, if at all, under the 
fifty-ninth rule. 

Mr. WHYTE. But, Mr. President, the Chair does not decide, I 

resume, that the Secret has properly done so? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not, The Chair makes 
no such decision. 

Mr. WHYTE. So I supposed. Then it is very important to ascer- 
tain by what authority the Secretary of the Senate has transferred 
papers on the table of the Senate which came back to the Secretary 
after the committee appointed at the last session of the Senate had 
ceased to exercise its innctions. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate can control its own commit- 
tees as to the possession separas 

Mr. WALLACE. I should like to know, as a matter of fact, 
whether the credentials came back to the custody of the Secretary 
of the Senate or not. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. They did not, as the Chair is informed. 

Mr. WALLACE. The committee, then, failed to perform its duty 
under the rules of the Senate. 

Mr. BLAINE. If the Senator from Vermont will let me speak in 
his time a moment again, by way of a question 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. BLAINE. Last ip, Bs want to recall this because I had 
some personal relation with the matter—I moved that the gentleman 
claiming a seat from Louisiana as a Senator, Mr. Kellogg, be sworn 
in. No objection was then taken that the case should lie over a day, 
but the Senatorfrom Delaware moved that the credentials be referred 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, That motion pre- 
vailed. I certainly had the impression that they were still there, or 
I should not have been anticipated by the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
THURMAN] in sending the credentials of the other claimant to the 
committee. I thought at least that Mr. Kellogg was ahead in point 
of time, and I should not like to have any ruling of the Chair that 
would put him in the rear. Itseems to me very clear that those cre- 
dentials are now before the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
and I wish the Senator from Ohio would consent, withont farther 
discussion in the Senate, to allow these to go there. 

Mr. THURMAN. Oh, no. : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, I will goon. I think I can 
get at this question now; other business is not pressing. I make this 
motion of privilege: 

That the Committee on Privil and Elections be discharged from the further 


consideration of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, as a Senator from the 
State of Louisiana, now under its consideration, 


If there are no such credentials, by the law and rules of the Senate 
ander its consideration of course my motion is not in order. lf there 
are, it is. 

Mr. THURMAN. How do you get the floor? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Because this is a motion of privilege, and I have 
aright to make it, 

r. THURMAN. The resolution offered by me and the substitute 
offered by the Senator from Oregon are not disposed of, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That matter has gone over until to-morrow. 

Mr. THURMAN, I agreed that it should go over, but it has not 
gone over yet. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. If it has not been disposed of, then 
I have not the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly it has been disposed of by consent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I supposed that had been disposed of for the day. 

The 8 The Chair so understood. It was so an- 
nounced. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I make the motion that the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg as a Senator from the 
State of Louisiana, now under its consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have no objection at all to that 
resolution being introduced, because the question ought to be decided, 
but Senators want to look into the precedents and see how it is, and, 
therefore, I ask that that pe lie over until to-morrow. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont assents to the 
resolution lying over. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The resolution has not been read 
from the desk yet. Many Senators have not heard it. It is very 
short. Let it be read. I call for the reading of the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont will for- 
ward his resolution to the desk that it may be reported for the in- 
formation of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from 
the further consideration of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg as a Senator 
from the State of Louisiana, now under its consideration. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, did not the Senator from Ohio sub- 

mit a motion to proceed to the consideration of executive business? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. He did some time since, 
Mr. THURMAN. I agreed to witbdraw it. 


COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. MORRILL. May I ask Senators to wait until the vacancies on 
committees shall be filled? [“Agreed.”] I believe the Senator from 
Oregon [ Mr. GROVER] desires to make some statement. 

r.GROVER. Mr. President, understanding that I have been as- 
signed to a place on another committee, I desire to resign my place 
upon the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of the 
Senator from Oregon? The Chair hears none, and the Senator is ex- 
cused from service upon the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move now to fill the vacancies on the several 
committees according to the paper I send to the desk of the Secre- 


tary. 
‘The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont offers a reso- 
lution, which will be read. 
The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to make the following designa- 
tions for committee service : 
5 fill vacancies in the Committee on Foreign Relations: Mr. MATTHEWS, Mr. 
ALLACE. 


To fill a vacancy in the Committee on Military Affairs: Mr. CAMERON, of Penn- 
sylvania. 


To fill a vacancy in the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds: Mr, CAM- 
ERON, of Pennsylvania. 

To fill a vacancy in the Committee on Railroads: Mr. ARMSTRONG. 

To fill a vacancy in the Committee on Private Land Claims: Mr. Grover. 

To fill a vacancy in the Committee on Enrolled Bills: Mr. ARMSTRONG. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate agree toa resolution that 
the vacancies be filled according to the paper just read? 

The resolution was a, to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask unanimous consent that the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Ferry] and the Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] 
ro c ge places on the Committee on Post-Offices aud Post-Roads; 
and also that the Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] take the place 
of the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. e eet now absent, upou the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; and I will say that I am advised 
that that was the wish of the absent Senator from Indiana. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request mace 
by the Senator from Vermont? The Chair hears none, and the 
changes will be made. 

The committees of the Senate as constituted for the present ses- 
sion are as follows: 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 
On 83 and Elections — Messrs. Morton, (chairman.) Mitchell, Wadleigh, 
Cameron of Wisconsin, McMillan, Hoar, Saulsbury. Merrimon, and Hill. 
On Foreign Relations— Messrs. Hamlin, (chairman,) Morton, Howe, Conkling, 
Matthews, Jreery, Eaton, Johnston, and Wallaco. 
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On Finance—Messrs. Morrill, (chairman,) Dawes, Ferry, Jones of Nevada, ANi- 
2777... VAn, (haiio) Bargini Aiow, Dorey 
mations — Messrs. Windom, (chairman, A 
Gry. Davis of ee i ara ee and vig — 
Commerce — Messrs. Conkling, (c an.) Spencer, Burnside, Me Millan, 
terson, Gordon, Dennis, Ransom, — 1 Randol 
wee Manufactures—Measrs. Booth, (chairman,) Bruce, Rollins, Johnston, and Me- 


erson. 
On Agriculture—Messrs Paddock, (chairman,) Sharon, Hoar, Davis of West Vir- 
ginia, and Gordon. 
On Military Afairs— Messrs, Spencer, (chairman,) A yao 780 Burnside, Teller, 
Plumb, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Randolph, Cockrell, and Ve 
On Naval A ffairs—Messrs. Sargent, ( an,) Anthony, Conover, Blaine, Kirk- 
Won Telar — ( hairman,) Conkling, Howe, Christiane 
essrs, Edmunds, (e on ©, 2 
Davis of Illinois, Thurman, and McDonald. -i 
On AEA wend and Post-Roads—Messrs. Ferry, (chairman) Hamlin, Jones of 
Nevada, dock, Conover, Kirkwood, Saulsbury, Maxey, and Bailey. 
On Public Lands— Messrs. Oglesby, (chairman, Booth, Chaffee, Plumb, 
McDonald, Jones of Florida, Grover, and Garland. 
On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Thurman, (chairman,) Bayard, Edmunds, 
Christiancy, and Grover. 
On Ind Affairs—Messrs. Allison, (chairman,) Oglesby, Ingalls, Saunders, 
FFC (eira Braon, Lele, Kiriwi, Daris ef 
n Pensions—Messrs. In an,) Bruce, er, 
Ilinois, Withors, and Bailey. 
On Greece? SmE ns Johnston, (chairman,) Jones of Florida, Hill, 
sar and Mo ; 
On Claims—Mesars. McMillan, (chairman,) Mitchell, Cameron of Wisconsin, 
ay CS ae any an) Spenser, Taal, Ral 
um eser. ‘sey, cer, - 
lins, ders, M: n, and um, of oe 
On Patents—Messrs. Wadleigh, (chairman,) Booth, Chaffee, Kernan, and Mor- 
n. 
ati Public Buildings and Grounds—Messrs, Dawes, (chairman,) Morrill, Cameron 
of Pennsylvania, Sanu ànd Jones of Florida. 
On Territories—Messrs. Patterson, (chairman,) Christiancy, Chaffee, Saunders, 
Garland, Grover, and Hereford. 
On Railroads—Mesars. Mitchell, (chairman,) Howe, Dawes, Dorsey, Teller, Ferry, 
Morton, Ransom, Barnum, Lamar, and Armstrong. 

On Mines and ee Sharon, (chairman,) Chaffee, Kirkwood, Plumb, 
V M Christiancy, (chairman,) Ingalls, Davis of 
we—Mossrs, Cy, (e 

Illinois, Wallace, and Kernan. 

On Education and Labor—Messrs. Burnside, (chairman,) Patterson, Morrill, 
Bruce, Sharon, Gordon, Maxey, Bailey, and Lamar. 

On Civil Service and Retrenchment— Messrs. Blaine, (chairman,) Oglesby, Patter- 
son, Booth, 1 Whyte, and Beck. 

To Audit and Control the eee ewe Expenses of the Senate—Mesars. Jones of 
Nevada, (chairman,) Rollins, and nis, 

On Printing—Messrs. Anthony, (chairman,) hh tak Ba Whyte. 

On the Library—Messrs. Howe, (chairman,) Edmunda, and Ransom. 

On Rules— Messrs. Ferry, (chairman,) Hamlin, and Merrimon. 

On Engrossed Bille—Messrs. Bayard, (chairman,) Withers, and Anthony. 

On Enrolled Büls—Messrs. Conover, (chairman,) Paddock, and Armstrong. 


5 SELECT COMMITTEES. 
On the Levees of the Mississippi River—Mesars. Bruce, (chairman,) Blaine, Con- 
over, Cockrell, and Harris. 
To Examine the Several Branches of the Civil Service—Mesars. Chaffee, (ohair- 
man,) Conkling, Windom, Merrimon. and Eaton. 
On Transportation Routes to the Seaboard—Messrs. Cameron of Wirconsin, (chair- 
man,) yeri omit Oe Burnside, Saunders, Davis of West Virginia, Harris, 


Lamar, an 
BANKRUPT LAW REPEAL. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President 

Mr. MCCREERY. Mr. President, if the Senator from Ohio will 
withdraw his motion to gointo executive session and the Senate will 
indulge me in 1 en y a bill and offering a few remarks upon it, 
I will proceed to do so, If it is the pleasure of the Senate, however, 
I will waive this 8 155 until another day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of the 
Senator from Kentucky? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. McCREERY. Without notice, I ask leave to introduce a bill. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
ssa hs repeal the bankrupt law; which was read twice by its title. 

r. McCREERY. Mr, President, it has been the custom in this 
body upon the introduction of a bill to have it laid on the table until 
the mover should give notice of the time at which he would take it 
up for remarks. This practice accomplishes a double end. If the 
Senator is a popular speaker, it secures an audience in the galleries 
and at any rate gives him the N time for preparation. I 
shall waive these advantages, if they be advantages, and proceed to 
submit my remarks at present. 

The bankrupt law is almost eleven years of age and in the opinion 
of a large majority of the people among whom I live it is old enough 
to die. On the occurrence of that mournful event, the official who is 
fattening on fees and the gentleman who is completing his arrange- 
ments to avail himself of its advan 8 may drop a tear to its mem- 
ory; but all those who desire to receive what is justly duo them, as 
well as those who intend in good faith to pay their honest debts, will 
scarcely make an effort to conceal theirsatisfaction and gratification 
at the demise. It had its birth amid the convulsions consequent 
upon civil war; and now, when peace and order are established and 
when confidence and good-fellowship prevail, let it go to its rest. 

Whatever sins of omission or of commission may be charged against 
this Government, candor extorts the admission that it has never 
failed for a single instant to inculcate the lesson that repudiation is 
abominable. In political ethics there may be a broad space which 
marks the difference between public and private repudiation, but a 
plain man who is in the habit of settling doubtful questions upon 
the basis of correct moral principles will have to use a very power- 


ful magnifying glass to discover the line of separation. To the naked 


eye that line is too dim and too indistinct to be traced at all; it 
amounts simply to a distinction without a difference. 
I am not the friend of mopadiation in any form or in any shape. I 


would erect a standard o good faith and of fair dealing, which 
should be alike applicable to Government, to corporations, and to in- 
dividuals, and by that standard Government, corporations, and indi- 
viduals should stand or fall. I do not believe that a majority has the 
right to vote the property of a minority into speculative enterprises 
under pretense of promoting the rie n Such a practice 
I regard as a palpable violation of private right; but it has received 
the sanction of the courts in many of the States, in my own among 
others; and, where money has been advanced by innocent persons to 
be used in the prosecution of the scheme, the amount should be paid, 
even though the original act was a wrong and althongh technicality 
might furnish an easy means of escape. I would resist the wrong at 
its inception with all the force of argument and appeal at = com- 
mand; but, when it was done and we had pocketed or expended the 
money of the creditor, it would be a pitiful defense to contend that 
the obligation was canceled because we had borrowed more or less 
than we intended or because our agent had transcended his author- 
ity, although we had approved his action by receiving the money at 
his hands, No, sir, let us pay up, and, if we should ever be so unfor- 
tunate as to be under the necessity of borrowing another cent, let us 
be $ little more prudent and a little more circumspect in the nego- 
tiation. 

These are my views of good faith. The Government in its zeal for 
the maintenance of its credit has not been confined within the bound- 
aries of simple equity and justice, but has soared into the regions of 
generosity and magnanimity. Congress passed a law that the bonds 
of the United States should be paid in gold, when it had been pre- 
viously declared that greenbacks were receivable for all dues, public 
and private, except import dnties and interest on the public debt. 

One would think that a Government with such a lofty apprecia- 
tion of its credit would prompt the debtor to imitate its example 
rather than pane him to the bankrupt law as affording a sure, safe, 
and speedy deliverance from his difficulties. Is it just to the tax- 
payer to extort the gold in payment of the duties on his imports and 
at the same time compel him to receive bankrupt certificates for the 
notes taken for his merchandise? What a field for fraud! A trader 
could buy a ten-thousand dollar stock of on credit and by 
deducting 20 per cent. he could realize the cash; he could then take 
the benefit of the bankrupt law and by paying 30 per cent, receive 
his discharge, making $5,000 by the operation. Will anybody say that 
this cannot be done or that even worse than this has not been done? 

A voluntary bankrupt law, of questionable and of doubtful pro- 
priety under any circumstances, is at this time peculiarly unwise and 
impolitic, and ought not to exist. It is a reasonable and a probable 
conjecture that there has never been a time since the flood, or before 
the flood, when the minds of men were so thoroughly engrossed by a 
single aim as at present, and that single aim is the sudden acquisition 
of wealth; not that moderate wealth which, judiciously employed, 
will enable its possessor to live independently, but that swollen, over- 
grown wealth which shall place all the luxnries and all the vanities 
of the world within his reach. The simple lives of our fathers, with 
their economy and frugality, have faded from the memory of their 
descendants; and the h, and glare, and glitter of the fashionable 
watering-place and the more pretentious pleasures of European 
travel have been substituted. A princely income is required to meet 
these extravagant expenditures; and without it the dice-box, the 
card-table, and the arts and devices of the swindler have frequently 
to be relied on. A splendid carriage drawn by the fleetest trotters, 
with a driver in livery, is considered only a respectable turn-out. 
The Government says, “Roll on in your glory, and if ruin should 
overtake you, as it surely will, the bankrupt law will relieve you.” 
[Laughter.] A reckless adventurer with his hatful of open letters 
and a countenance beaming with innocence, intelligence, and integ- 
rity visits one of our large cities, not to purchase, but only with a 
view of inspecting the various stocks on the market. After his ac- 
quaintance is established, and after much oe hesitation, he 
makes up his mind to take the risk on a ten-thousand-dollar stock; 
tho risk, however, is altogether with the seller. Will the Govern- 
ment drop him a gentle admonition to be cautious, that a day of 
reckoning will surely come; or will it say to him in effect, “ Pitch 
in freely, purchase largely, sell quickly, hide away securely, and 
remember that we have a bankrupt law, and that 2 may swear 
away the debt without the payment of a dollar?“ [ ag tll 

Every consideration of sound policy and of common honesty de- 
mands the immediate and unconditional repeal of the bankrupt law, 
Mr. President, I hope the bill will be placed on the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Commit- 


the on the Judiciary. 
Mr. KERNAN, I beg to make a suggestion. I hope this bill will 
not be referred now. In December, 1575, I think, the House of Rep- 


resentatives passed a bill repealing the bankrupt law and making 
some provision for the pending business. I think that bill went to 
the Judiciary Committee and we nevergotareport. I think the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky had better have his bill lie on the table and be 
printed, and it can be called up atany time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That disposition will be made of the bill 
if there be no objection. 


Need 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. THURMAN. I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was d to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twenty-eight minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at two o’clock and 
thirty minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


WEDNESDAY, October 17, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Jon Porsat, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


REPRESENTATIVES FROM LOUISIANA, FOURTH DISTRICT. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order is the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the claims of J. B. Elam and George L. Smith to a seat in this 
House from tho fourth 3 district of the Stato of Louisiana be referred 
to the Committee of Elections, with instructions to report without delay who is 
prima facie entitled to the seat. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Lonisiana [Mr. LEONARD] 
is entitled to the floor for twenty minutes of his unexpired hour. 

Mr. LEONARD. It is utterly impossible for me to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the authorities which I desire to cite within that 
limit of time. I ask unamimous consent that my time be extended 
twenty minutes and I will endeavor to ask no further indulgence; I 
was considerably interrupted on yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. LEONARD] 
asks unanimous consent that, in addition to the time to which he is 
entitled under the rule, he be allowed twenty minutes. Is there ob- 
jection? The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. LEONARD. I send to the Clerk’s desk and ask to have read 
tho official returns of the election, as promulgated, for members of 
Congres held in the State of Louisiana on the 6th day of Novem- 

T, 

The Clerk read as follows : 

{Official.} 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

Compiled returns of an election held for Representatives in the Forty-fifth Con- 
gress of the United States for the State of Louisiana, on the 7th day of November 
A. D. 1876, under a writ of election, dated September 16, A. D. 1876, ordering same, 
and pursuant to the provisions of act No, 98, to regulate the conduct and to main- 
tain the freedom and parity of elections; to prescribe the mode of making returns 
th to for the election of returning officers and defining thelr wers 
and duties; to prescribo the mode of entering on the rolls of the senate and house 


of representatives ; and to enforce article 103 of the constitution, approved Novem- 
ber 20, A. D. 1872, to wit: eave) 


FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 


Votes. 

Wa Bis BORGO .cnse rue haensacsvense „ 11,896 

R. L. Gibson eee 3 14,483 
SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 

r . 11, 447 

E. J. El TTT veces 13,508 
THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 

C. B, Darrall..... e S eee «+» 15, 626 
%%% —. ͤKÄ—0d . ˙ onus evaackehecnas 1 E E 13, 533 
FOURTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 
Ec T E de 30, 008 
J. B. Elam 5 33 AR ä l 
FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 

JE. Leonard c TAAS 213. 881 
N E T P NF E EII F E E n 
SIXTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 

Charles E. Nash ..... Gun chveasbS sbusmeakeperuéavanchuyeman TETTA . 10, 797 
E. W. Robertson . 8 . 10,703 


CERTIFICATE. 

We, the ee returning officers, pursuant to authority vested in us by act 
No. 98, approved November 20. A. D. 1872. do hereby certify the 1 a 
trne and correct. ig serene of the statement of votes cast at an election for Rep- 
resentatives in the Forty-fifth Con held on the 7th day of November, A. D. 
1876, under a writ of election promu! her September 16, A. D. 1876, ordering same. 

Paro 955 8 declare that the following: named persons were duly and lawfully 
elected, to wit: 


G. L. Smith, forrth congressional district. 

J. B. Leonard, fifth congressional district. 

Charles E. Nash, sixth congressional district. 
J. MADISON WELLS, 
THOMAS C. ANDERSON, 
G. CASANAVE, 
LOUIS M. KENNER. 


Mr. LEONARD. Gentlemen will see that the certificate of Gover- 
nor Kellogg in this case is in accordance with the official promul 
tion of the returning board of the State; that it is not a mere certifi- 


cate given by him in his own name arbitrarily, but that it is in accord- 
anon with the result as proclaimed by those who had right to pro- 
aim it. 

Mr. GIBSON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. LEONARD. My time is very limited. I have but a few min- 
utes, but I am willing to yield to my colleague for a question, pro- 
vided that the time occupied by him be not taken out of my time. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the time occupied by the 
interruptions of the gentleman from Louisiana will not be taken out 
of the time of his colleague. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I object, 

Mr. LEONARD. Then my colleague will see that I cannot yield 
tohim. I have but a few minutes in which to say a great deal. 

The question was raised here yesterday that these certificates signed 
by Governor Kaoge wore not in due formof law, and I then made 
the statement that they were substantially in the same form of law 
that had been accepted on a previous oceasion; that they were sub- 
stantially the same certificates as those upon which gentlemen now 
upon this floor have obtained their seats. I refer to the proceedings 
at the opening of the Forty-third Congress. In that Congress Ran- 
dall L. Gibson and Effingham Lawrence claimed seats from the first 
and second districts of the State of Louisiana, and here is the certifi- 
cate upon which Mr. Lawrence’s claim was based. I ask the Clerk 
to read it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

STATE OF LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
New Orleans, December 4, 1872. 

This is to certify that at a general election held in this State on the 4th day of 
November, A. D. 1872, Effingham Lawrence received 13,161 votes and J. Hale 
Sypher received 10,054 votes. I therefore hereby declare Effingham Lawrence dul 
elected to represent the first district of the State of Louisiana in the Forty-third 


Congress of the United States. 
Given under my hand and seal of the State this 4th day of 2 A. D. 1872, 


and of the Independence of the United States the ninety-sevent! 
[szar] H. C. WARMOTH, 
Governor of 
By the Governor: 
X. A. WOODWARD, 
Assistant Secretary of the State, 


Mr. LEONARD. On the part of Mr. Sypher there was presented a 
set of credentials from Governor Pinchback, They were the same in 
form as those from Governor Kellogg. The validity of these cre- 
dentials, so far as their form is concerned, was not questioned in that 
debate by any one—yes, the question was raised upon them by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BuTLER,] but he yielded the 
point on the suggestion of a distinguished gentleman from Kentucky, 
now a member of the United States Senate, [Mr. BEcK.] 

It will be observed that Mr. BuTLER in his opening speech under- 
took to say 8 as to the form of the certificates given by 
Governor Pinchback, but those certificates were found to be identi- 
aa in language with those given by Governor Kellogg. Mr. BECK 
said: 


This morning I sent to the Clerk's office and examined the certificate on which 
the members the State of Louisiana in the last Congress were seated, and 
I have them here and would ask to have them read if my time would admit of 
it; bnt they were identical with the certificates presented by the gentleman who 
is now seeking tho seat from this district. 


I desire particularly to call the attention of the House to the ob- 
servations on that occasion of the distinguished gentleman from New 
York [Mr. POTTER] who made some remarks here yesterday in favor 
of seating the gentleman from South Carolina. I quote as authority 
what he said at that time: 


Mr. S. „this resolntion assumes that the gentlemen named in it come 
here with an undisputed certificate from the local authorities of Louisiana; and 
we would infer from the resolution that the Clerk had been derelict in his 
duty in not having added their names to the roll; and yet the Clerk told us on 
b linnaan wrong had before him two sets of certificates, each signed by a different 

m g to be governor, and issued by absolutel erent authorities, 
ween which he was unable to discriminate. How, then, without throwing 
aside one of these certificates, can the House determine who has a prima facis 
right to be seated? Now, of these two certificates, that 5 b armoth as 
vernor is prior in point of date to the certificate signed by Pinchback; is abso- 
nig BN, Soo on its face; bears attached to it the seal of the State; declares 
in © at the canvass of votes had been made, for it states what had been tho 
result; is countersigned by the secretary of state, and is indeed identical in sub- 
stance and form with the certificates upon which the members from the State of 
ee in the Forty-second Congress were admitted to their seats in this 
ouse. 

If, then, this House is to act only m the certificates before it, who canbe en- 
titled to the seats execpt the men holding the certificates of Warmoth, the acknowl- 
edged governor of the State, bearing the great seal of the State, and being in the 
form which the House has heretofore recognized? But if we are to go outside of 
these papers; if we are to inquire whether Warmoth was right in the certificate 
which he gave, the case ceases to be a prima facie case at all, and becomes a caso 
upon the merits, into which, therefore, we should inquire before we decide, 

My co e from New York [Mr. HALE] says it is astounding that the gentle- 
cates of Pinchback on the ground 


vornor. He sa: the tribunals of Lou 
„ 
d hat 

0 


WS 

ma: e for Louisiana w. 

is th judge of soe qualifications of itsown members. And, sir, itis an historical 
Aria kia 


fact, 


first in time, given when Warmoth was, beyond question, governor, must prevail 
ov the later certificates given by Pinchback, whom we say never was governor at 
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If. on the other hand, we are to go behind the be tificates, then this ceases to be 


a question of prima facie, and should be referred tothe Committee on Elections to 
belnquired into. 

I will not refer to other authorities because my time has almost 
expired. But I say that the doctrine of the distinguished gentleman 
from New York [Mr. POTTER] has been the doctrine of the democratic 
party on the floor of this House. And it was the doctrine of the gen- 
tleman from Texas [Mr. MILLs] on yesterday, and I wish now to call 
his attention to what he said on that occasion: 


It makes no difference that there is frand, that there is violence, that there is in- 
timidation. Icare not what may be the objection to the first certificate; if it is in 
due form of Jaw, and that is determined by the authority of the great seal of the 
State, then the certificate is entitled to command the respect of this House, and 
8 right to the person bearing that certificate to a seat in the organization of 

ouse, 


The certificate of Mr. Smith is in due form of law because it is the 
same form of certificate which the House has always recognized here- 
tofore, even when its attention was called to the question of form. 
I have the authority of the gentleman from New York [ Mr. POTTER] 
for saying that this certificate is in due form of law. 

So much for the certificates of Mr. Nash and Mr. Smith. I say that 
they are entitled upon these certificates to sets on the floor of this 
House, pending the contests which were instituted inst them by 
the candidates who were declared to be defeated. There is a case 
now pending in this House, the case of Elam against Smith—the pa- 
pers are among the Clerk’s records. I hold in my hand the notice of 
contest EADY Elam, contestant, upon Smith, contestee. That con- 
test was taking its regular course when the government of Mr. Nicholls 
passed the act which was read here on yesterday, an act declaring that 
there should bea new returning board and a new canvass of the votes. 
I assert that when an election has been begun, held, and completed 
under a particular law that it is not in the power of the Legislature to 
declare that there shall be another election and another canvass, or 
either the one or the other, and after that perhaps still another can- 
vass, until the Legislature is satisfied. 

It is not necessary, however, to rely upon this argument, because 
even conceding that the returning board elected by the Nicholls gov- 
ernment had the right to count these votes and canvass these returns, 
yet the fact is, and I make the statement without fear of contradic- 
tion, that they did not have the returns to canvass, They had what 
purported to be the reports of their committees; they had what they 
said was the best evidence they could get. But the law of Louisiana 

ermits no evidence except the returns themselves. That new board 
had precisely the same character of evidence before them that the 
Lynch returning board bad in 1872, when it declared Governor Kel- 
logg elected. And the proceedings of that returning board were 
1 77 condemned, not only by the democratic party, but by a large 

y of republicans, myself as | them. I say that the proceed- 
ings of the two boards were entirely alike. They attempted to 
declare candidates elected because they believed them elected and 
not becanse they had any legal evidence of the fact. 

Now, is it possible that gentlemen on this floor, after having de- 
nounced the conduct of the Lynch returning board in assnming to 
canvass returns they did not have before them, will attempt to seat 

ntlemen here who are in precisely the same predicament as Mr. 

ellogg in 1872? It is not the certificate of the governor that gives 
a gentleman a right to a seat upon this floor; it is the certiticate of 
the governor based upon the returns. Now, these gentlemen have 
the certificate of the governor; I acknowledge that he is governor. 
But it is precisely the same sort of certificate that Governor Grover 
gave to Cronin; it is not based on any legal canvass of the returns 
themselves. 

I ask gentlemen to consider this case carefully before they commit 
themselves upon it. Lask that gentlemen upon the other side will 
look to their own speeches before they vote that a second certificate 
can nullify a prior certificate; before they declare that pretended 
returns, which were no returns at all, shall be counted as though they 
were valid and genuine. 

If there is any prima facie case here, it is the case of Mr. Smith and 
Mr. Nash ; and if it is impossible to determine who has the prima facie 
ease on account of the conflict of authority, then I invoke the prin- 
ciple invoked yesterday by the distinguished 8 from New 
York, [Mr. Cox, ] that it is impossible to tell who has the prima facie 
ease, and therefore the question must go to the Committee on Elec- 
tions. 

If Mr. Elam and Mr. Robertson are entitled to their seats, they 
should be admitted to them without delay; they will not be deprived 
of them by any vote of mine; but if they are to be admitted, I ask 
that it be dons in a regular and legal manner. I ask that we do not 
trample under foot the forms of law, even for the purpose of effecting 
what some gentlemen may cono in their own minds to be an act 
of absolute justice. If it be the desire of gentlemen on the other side 
to use with an iron hand the power which t 7 possess to-day, they can 
doubtless find abundant precedent for such a course in the acts of 
former majorities in this House. I ask for justice on behalf of these 
gentlemen whose cause I have espoused, not because justice has in 
every case been rendered to you on the other side, but because 2 5 
is right, though it may not always have prevailed, and because I be- 
lieve that a fairer spirit exists today as evinced by your action on 
yesterday, than in those times of violence and passion that accom- 


panied the civil war. I believe that the course of judges acting un- 


der their oaths—for judges we are and not legislators or politicians 
in a case of this kind—I say that the course of judges dividing ac- 
cording to their political creed has lately been so universally regret- 
ted that it should never more be followed. 

Mr. Speaker, I have endeavored not to utter a remark that would 
call up any political topic in connection with this case. I stated in 
the beginning of my argument that Mr. Nicholls was now the gover- 
nor of Louisiana. The judgment in his favor is final, be it right or 
wrong; and he would be no respecter of the law that would seek 
now to undo it. But, Mr. Speaker, the question, as I then stated, is 
not whether Mr. Nicholls is now governor, but whether he has aright 
arbitrarily to undo the acts of his predecessor, who was also governor. 
I ask that the political aspects of this case be left out of view. Lask 
that the odium attending the returning board in the minds of geu- 
tlemen on the other side be dismissed from consideration in this case. 
You have no right to invoke it here to the prejudice of individuals. 
I ask that all the political features of this Louisiana case be forgot- 
ten. I would not say asingle word to recall the bitterness and rancor 
that existed six months ago concerning this Louisiana election. I 
am willing and I desire that that question should be forgotten ; that 
it should go down to rest forever with the old question of slavery 
and abolitionism, of radicalism and rebellion, of Andersonville aud 
Elmira, of all those unfortunate and imbittered controversies which 
did so much to deface, but which I trust will never more deface, our 
country’s evs? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I suggested yesterday that I would make 
a motion to lay the pending proposition upon the table; but on con- 
sideration, and upon confereuce with my friends from Louisiana, I 
yield tothe gentleman from that State [Mr. Gipson] who has charge 
of this matter, to make a motion as a substitute for the original mo- 


tion. 
Mr. GIBSON. Loffer as a substitute the following resolution: 


Resolved, That James B. Elam, from the fourth congressional district of Louisiana, 
and Edward W. Robertson, from the sixth congressional district of said State, be 
now sworn in as members of this House. 


Mr. LEONARD. I make the point of order that this amendment, 
so far as Mr. Robertson is concerned, is utterly foreign to the qnes- 
tion before the House. He is entitled toa separate hearing, and you 
cannot cut him off by embodying his name in this resolution, which 
is an entirely foreign matter. 

Mr. GIBSON. I modify the substitute by striking out the name of 
Mr. Robertson. 

The SPEAKER. The substitute will be modified in the manner 
indicated by the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I assume that every gentleman on this 
floor desires to ascertain what is the true question to be decided to-day 
and if I can have the attention of the House for a few moments 1 
will endeavor to place before it in a brief, clear, and conelnsive man- 
ner the facts and the law in relation to the matter under discussion. 

This is a simple case—a prima facie case—involving merely the con- 
sideration of the papers which have been sent from the executive 
authority in Louisiana to the Clerk of this House, as well as of the 
public statutes of that State. What is the ease before us? Here are 
six credentials from the governor of the State of Louisiana, setting 
forth under the statute of that State that six gentlemen named there- 
in—democrats and republicans—were elected from the several con- 

ional districts of that State. These credentials emanate from 
vernor Nicholls. They are in the precise form that the statute 
requires, Then there are five other credentials furnished by Gover- 
nor Kellogg to the effect that the five gentlemen named therein have 
been elected members of this House from that State. If, then, on 
the one hand there are six credentials from the executive department 
of the State of Louisiana and on the other hand five credentials from 
the same executive department, there is necessarily a conflict between 
the two authorities, 

This was the question arising before the Clerk when he made up the 
roll for the present House of Representatives on the 4th of March last. 
Why did he place the names of gentlemen furnished by the six cer- 
tificates from Governor Nicholls upon the roll of the House and omit 
the names of gentlemen furnished by Governor Kellogg? Why did 
he ignore the Kellogg certificates? I will tell you in a few words. 
It was because they were not in the form required Zi the statutes of 
the State of Louisiana; and here I will read one of them, in order 
that I may draw attention to the fact that those certificates are 
substantially defective. Here is the certificate of Mr. Smith: 


“ JUSTICE, UNION, AND CONFIDENCE.” 


STATE oF LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
New Orleans, December 27, 1876. 


Be it known that, at an election begun and held on the 7th day of November, A. 
D. 1876, for member of Congress, George L. Smith received 10,568 and J. B. Elam 
received 9,674 votes. 

Now, therefore, I, William Pitt Kellogg, governor of the State of Lonisiana, do 
hereby certify that George L. Smith has received a majority of the votes cast at 
said election and is duly and legally elected to represent the fourth congressional 
district of the State of Louisiana in the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the State this 27th day of December, 1876, 
and 15 FF of the United States the one hundred and first. 

BRAL 


WILLIAM PITT KELLOGG. 

By the . 75 

P. G. DESLONDE, 
Secretary of State. 


1877. 


That is dated the 27th of December, 1876. Here is the certificate 
for inspection. But what does the statute of the State of Louisiana 
provide? Mark the language of the statute. It provides— 

That as soon as possible after the expiration of the time of the making of the re- 
turns of the election for Representatives in Congress a certificate of the returns of 
the election for such Representatives shall be entered upon record by the secretary 
of state, * * * si by the governor, and a copy thereof, subscribed by said 
officers, shall be delivered to the persons so elected, and another copy transmitted 
to the House of Representatives of the United States, directed to the lerk thereof. 


There is no statement in that credential that any certificate of the 
returns is on record in the secretary of state’s office. The law does 
not provide that the governor shall make the returns of the election 
for Congress. The governor has nothing to do with making such 
returns. His duty is simply to go to the secretary of state’s office and 
ascertain what is the record there, and thereupon, jointly with the 
secretary of state, to issue a certificate of what is of record. Gov- 
ernor Kellogg did not attend, therefore, to the form of the statute. 
Yesterday this House determined in a case from South Carolina, 
where the statute required the secret. of state to issue the certifi- 
cate, that the was not authorized to issue any such certifi- 
cate. In the State of Louisiana by the statute the governor is not 
empowered, not authorized, to make any returns of election, but 
merely to certify to this House, throngh the Clerk of the House, what 
returns are of record in the office of the secretary of state. 

We have, as the gentleman has already told you, a canvassing 
board in Louisiana. Under the statute it is the duty of that can- 
vassing board to make returns—not the governor, but the canvass- 
ing board; and the governor must certify merely to this House the 
returns made by the canvassing board under the law. I say there is 
nothing in Kellogg’s certificates, not one word, to show any canvass 
was made by the returning not one word to show there are any 
returns on record under the law in the secre of state’s office; and 
this House, therefore, has no knowledge that any election was held 
in due form, 

The other certificate is ample, for it states precisely what the stat- 
ute requires, that the election was held under the law. I ask the 
Clerk to read it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Unrrep STATES OF AMERICA, 
Executive State of Louisiana. 

This is to certify that at a general election begun and held in the State of 
Louisiana, and in ‘the fourth congressional district of said State, on the 7th 
day of November, in the year of our Lord one d eight hundred and 
suventy-six, it being the first Tuesday after the first Monday of said month, and 
the day prescribed by the laws of the United States and the said State of Louisi 
ana for the election of Representatives in Congress from the said State, J. B. 
Elam and George L. Smith appear from the returns of said election, filed in the office 
of the secretary of state within and for said State, to have been the only persons 
voted for in the fonrth congressional district of said State for Representative in 
the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States from said State, and that it further 
appears from said returns, on file and of record in said office, that J. B. Elam re- 
ceived twelve thousand one hundred and thirty-six (12,136) votes and George L. 
Smith eleven thousand five hundred and forty (11,540) votes for Representatives 
as aforesaid in said district, and that J. B. Elam, havingreceived a majority of the 
votes cast for Representative from the fourth district 2 said State ot Louisiana 
in the Forty. fifth Congress of the United States of America at said election, has 
been duly, lawfully, and 8 elected to represent said fourth district of said 
State in the aforesaid Con, of the United States, in accordance with tho laws 
of the United States and of the State of Louisiana. 

FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana, 


We, Francis T. Nicholls, governor of the State of Louisiana, and Oscar Arroyo, 
assistant secretary of state of said State, do hereby certify that the above an 
foregoing declaration of the result of the election begun and held in the fourth 
congressional district of the State of Louisiana on the 7th day of November, 1876, 
ia a true copy of the origical certificate as recorded in the office of the secretary of 
state of Louisiana by tho secretary of state, and 1 by the governor. 

Witness our hands and the seal of the State of Louisiana, at the city of New 


Orleans, this 27th day of February, 1877. 
FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 


(SEAL.] Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
OSCAR ARROYO, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
1 Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask that section 2 of the statute 
read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Src. 2. Be it enacted, That as soon as pook after the expiration of the time 
of making the returns of the election for Representatives in Con a certificate 
of the returns of the election for such Representatives shall be entered upon record 
by the secretary of the State, signed by the governor, and acopy thereof, subscribed 
by said officers, shall be delivered to the persons so elected, et | another copy trans- 
=e a the House of Representatives of the United States, directed to the Clerk 

hie - 

Mr. GIBSON. You will perceive that the statute of Lonisiana does 
rot authorize the governor of the State to issue a credential certify- 
ing generally as to the results of the election in that State, but re- 
quires him to certify to this House what the records in the office of 
the secretary of state show to have been the result upon a proper 
canvass of the election. But it has been stated here both by the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] and by the gentleman from Lonisi- 
ana [Mr. LEONARD] that this form of certificate which Mr. Smith 
presents has been the universal form adopted by the executive of the 
State of Louisiana. This, Mr. Speaker, shows how little familiar they 
are with the facts in this case. I call your attention to the certificates 
which were issued by Governor Kellogg himself to members who were 
seated here in the last House of Representatives. I hold them all in 
my band. Take, for instance, the certificate of Mr. ELLIS. What does 
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he say in this certificate? Merely that Mr. ELLIS has been elected ? 
No, sir; he follows the statute and says: a 

That E. Jons Etuis received 13,854 votes and Henry C. Dibble 11,033 votes, 
according to the certificate cf the returns of said election made, filed, and or RECORD in 
the office of the secretary of state in the manner prescribed by law. 

All of those certificates were made up in that way. Every one of 
them certified, not that these gentlemen were elected members of 
this House, but, following the statute, they certified that the returns 
had been canvassed and that those returns, on file in the office of the 
secretary of state, showed the result of the election. 

Nay, more than that, Mr. Speaker; before that contest in 1875, 
namely, in 1873, the governor of the State of Louisiana did issue to 
the members of that State this identical defective certificate, and on 
that certificate this House, under the leadership of the members of 
the republican party, passed a solemn pigment, and that judgment 
is of record in the very case in which 1 had the honor myself to be 
interested. In the year 1873 gentlemen came up to this House hold- 
ing credentials from the governor of Lonisiana—two sets of creden- 
tials to two opposite sets of gentlemen; but they both held these 
defective credentials. 

There was, then, a conflict between the credentials. The creden- 
tials which the members of the conservative party at that time held 
from the State of Lonisiana were identical in form with the creden- 
tials held by the republican members from that State. There was a 
conflict. How was that conflict settled? By the determination that 
the credentials held by the republicans were better in form than the 
credentials held by the conservatives? No, sir. But there was filed 
here on the day or the day after the Clerk had made up his roll the 
certificate required by law from the secretary of state of the State of 
Lonisiana—this very certificate which we file to-day; aud it was 
shown by comparing the credentials held by the republican members 
with that certificate that they conformed to it and that the credentials 
held by the conservative members did not conform to the certificates 
of record in the office of the secretary of state of the State of Louisi- 
ana; and upon that state of facts—they are embodied here in the 
record of the Forty-third Congress, which I have before me—upon 
that state of facts, the republican members were seated on the con- 
sideration of the prima facie case. 

These are the facts. Now, Mr. Speaker, here is the identical case 
again. All the republican members come up as well as the demo- 
cratic members from the State of Louisiana, bolding certificates from 
Governor Nicholls. Those certificates are made out under the statute. 
Attached to them are certificates from the secretary of state show- 
ing that the returns are of record in the office of the secretary of 
state as nired by law, and that this certificate is a copy thereof. 
Mr. Kellogg’s certilicate contains no such statement from the sec- 
retary of state. We do not know under his certificate that any canvass 
ever did take place of the votes in Louisiana by the lawful author- 
ities. We do not know from Mr. Kellogg’s certificate that there was 
any election held in conformity with the statutes for the State of 
Louisiana. He does not say that there are any returns of any election 
of record in the office of the secretary of state. He does not provide 
this House with information on the point that this House has a right 
to require information upon, before it will seat members on the prima 
facie case. Nay, his certificates are contradicted in every particular 
by the only certificates furnished by the secretary of state of Louisiana, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to be led astray by the remarks 
of the gentleman, my colleague from Louisiana, [ Mr. LEONARD, ] into 
matters that are wholly extraneous. The newspaper slip read by him 
of the publication of returns is nof under the seal of the State, nor is 
it any of the evidence before the House. Kellogg’s certificate 
for Smith does not bear the seal of the State. Ido not propose to 
bring in here any irrelevant matter whatever. I say that, standing 
upon the Nicholls credentials presented by the members in this con- 
test, standing on the statutes of Louisiana and the certificates from 
the governor and secretary of state, under her broad seal, you can- 
not, if you would, resist the conclusion that Mr. Elam is clearly en- 
titled to his seat on this floor, so far as the prima facie right is con- 
cerned. I trust, Mr. Speaker, that the gentlemen from Louisiana in 
this Honse have no desire to strain a point on behalf of their party. 

On yesterday we did not ask that Mr. Acklen be sworn in upou the 
junior certificate; we were willing that Mr. Darra ct, the republican 
member in that case, who held the senior credentials of Governor 
Nicholls, should be sworn in subject to the Committee of Elections. 
But this case is so clear and the statemoat of facts regarding it so 
conelusive that I think the republican members of the House will do 
injustice to themselves, sitting as judges, unless they stand by the forms 
of law so necessary to the proper organization of this body and by 
which our libertiesare protected. I now yield to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Hovuse.] 

Mr. HOUSE. Mr. Speaker, this question, as has been remarked by 
the gentleman from Louisiana who has just taken his seat, is a very 
sinple one and a very clear one, and no gentleman, as I think, can 
have any doubt in his mind . who understands the facts. 
There are not two sets of credentials here. The record offered here 
by Mr. Smith is no more a credential under the laws of the State of 
Louisiana than if it had emanated from the mayor of New Orleans 
or any justice of the peace in the State of Louisiana. And why? 
Because the law of Louisiana does not authorize or empower the gov- 
ernor of that State to issue credentials. He is not the officer of the 


88 CONGRESSIONAL 


RECORD—HOUSE. OCTOBER 17, 


State designated by law for that porpre, and when Mr. Smith pre- 
sents here a paper signed by Mr. oga as his credential, he pre- 
sents a paper which, under the laws of the State of Louisiana, has 
no more validity than if it had been issued by a justice of the peace 
in that State. 

Now, what is the law of Louisiana upon this subject? This dis- 
cussion has taken a somewhat wide range, but upon a question of 
this kind we cannot travel outside the record; we cannot go beyond 
the record. On yesterday the gentleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] 
asserted that the Nicholls certificate was issued upon a recount made 
by the returning board. I asked that gentleman where he got his 
information that the Nicholls certificates were based upon a recount 
made by the new returning board ; I asked him if there was anything 
of that sort upon the face of the Nicholls certificates. The gentle- 
man replied that it was a matter of general history. 

Now, what right has this Honse in determining the prima facie right 
to a seat here to travel] outside of the record of a State and to rove 
ad libitum over the wide fields of general history? This House has no 
right to pass upon anything but the record of the State. Has Mr. Smith 
presented a credential here from the officer authorized by the laws of 
the State of Louisiana to issue it? I say that he has not. I am will- 
ing to stake the whole case on that proposition. The paper he pre- 
sents is in no sense a credential. I call the attention of gentlemen to 
the law of the State of Louisana upon that subject. By the laws of 
Louisiana it is made the duty of the secretary of the State, after the 
vote is canvassed by the returning board, to make this certificate in 
duplicate, one copy to be published in the newspapers, proclaiming 
the result, and the other to be filed in the office of the secretary of the 
State, and then and there recorded. It becomes, then, the daty of the 
secretary of the State to make that certificate which is the creden- 
tial of the member of Congress. The law provides that as soon as 
possible after the expiration of the time of making the returns of the 
election the certificate of the returnsof election of such Representative 
shall be entered and recorded by the secretary of the State and signed 
by the governor, and a copy thereof, subscribed by said officer, shall 
be delivered to the person so elected and another copy sent to the 
House of Representatives. No credential but one drawn up in ac- 
cordance with this law is a logal certificate. You might as well say 
that a clerk in the office of the secretary of state could make this 
certificate. 

I say, then, that Mr. Smith has no credential to present here; that 
the paper which he brings is utterly worthless under the laws of 
Louisiana, and has no validity whatever. Thatisthe wholecase, Mr. 
Elam has the credential prescribed by the law of the State of Lou 
isiana. Mr. Smith has no credential. He presents a paper here which 
cannot be used for any pu whatever under the laws of the State 
of Louisiana. Having said thus much, I now yield to the gentleman 
from Texas, [Mr. MILLS. 

Mr. MILLS. If the Kellogg certificate is in due form of law, if it 
was the exercise of the authority conferred by law, that is the end of 
it. If it is legal, if it is in due conformity with the laws of the State 
of Louisiana, then the certificate of Governor Nicholls is without au- 
thority, as much so as the certificate of any other citizen of the United 
States. In order that this certificate should carry absolute verity 
with it, it must be in conformity with law onits face and not be sup- 
ported by anything extraneous. I submit to the sound judgment of 
every gentleman in the House that it does not meet the requirements 
of the law. Every sovereignty speaks by a seal. The United States 

k by their great national seal. The sovereignties that compose 
the family of States speak by those seals that hang over yonr head. 
They stand over our heads to tell us what is the symbol by which 
that soverei pore speaks. The State of Louisiana has chosen a 
device by s she speaks, and that device has for its motto,“ Jast- 
ice, nnion, and confidence.” By that device she is recognized as a 

wer in the world, and only by that and by her flag does she speak. 
Soa the Smith certificate carry that authority ? 

Mr. LEONARD. If the gentleman will look at the certificate 
closely, he will see there the seal of the State. 

Mr. MILLS. I have the paper, and I am willing to submit it to 
the scrutiny of any member of the Honse, and leave it to him to say 
whether the seal of the State is there. i submit that there is not a 

ntleman in this House who can tell that this seal is the seal of the 

tate of Louisiana. 

Mr. LEONARD. If the gentleman will allow me I will say that it 
was accepted by the Clerk of the House, who is to be presumed to 
have decided correctly. 

Mr. MILLS. Of course the Clerk is supposed to have done his 
duty; but I submit that the certificate is not in conformity with the 
laws of Louisiana. It has not the great seal of the State. The seal of 
Louisiana carries upon its face a pelican, whose extended wings cover 
the heads of her-young in their nest, and above her head the scales 
of justice are equally poised; around the circle are the words, “Just- 
ice, union, and confidence.” Upon this paper there are no words. The 
scales, the symbol of justice, are wanting. All that is to be seen at all 


is the faint resemblance of a bird; but no one can tell whether it is | 9 
an eagle, a pelican, or a buzzard. 

Another point which has been made very clear by my friend from 
Tennessee [Mr. House] is that the law of Louisiana requires that 
the certificates shall be recorded in the records of the state depart- 
ment. Now, I ask gentlemen if this were a court of record and that 


paper were offered as a transcript of the records of the state depart- 
ment of = pages is shes a lawyer in Ser House who would, act- 
ing as judge, permit paper go before a jury and allow it to 
be S as videna 7 It is a certificate of Williaa P. Kellogg, actin 
as governor; but the first party in the transaction is the secretary o 
state. If the certificate were regular on its face it should be the 
certificate of the secretary of state that this paper was a true copy of 
the record in his +p parement, attested by the seal of the State and 
by the signature of the governor. The certificate is not in conformity 
with law, and it is of no binding authority. 

The power which was vested by law in the governor of the State 
was never executed by Kellogg, and it was first executed by Governor 
Nicholls when he gave the certificates in accordance with the re- 
quirements of the law of Louisiana. These proposons, it seems to 
me, are too clear to be disputed by any gentleman. 

appeal to gentlemen on the other side of the House to rise 
above party prejudice and cling to the law and the precedents. That 
is the only security of popular government, the only security of the 
rights and privileges of this House, and the only security of the sacred 
right of representation. In examining these cases let ns scrutinize 
them with the eye of the judge, not the partisan. If the certilicates 
come from proper authority in due form of law, let the applicants be 
admitted without reference to their party affiliations, they do not 
meet these requirements, let them remain without the doors of this 
Hall until proper authority shall inform this House who are the right- 
ful 5 

Mr. GIBSON. I now call the previous question on the original 
resolution and the substitute. 

Mr. LEONARD. I hope I will be allowed to say a word or two in 


reply. 

in GIBSON. I think this has been debated long enough. 

Mr. LEONARD. I desire to correct some statements made here 
which I think involve error. 

Mr. GIBSON. I ask that the original resolution and the substitute 
therefor be read. 

-The original resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the claims of J. B. Elam and George L. Smith to a seat from the 


fourth congressional district of Louisiana be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, with instructions to report without delay who is entitled prima facie to the 


The SPEAKER. The first question will be upon the substitute, 
which will now be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That James B. Elam. from the fourth congressional district of Louisi- 
ana, be now sworn in as a member of this House. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Before the vote is taken on that 
resolution I would be glad to make an observation to account for the 
vote which some of us will give on this side of the House, 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has been called by the 
gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Ginsox.] The Chair will test the 
sense of the House upon that proposition, and if the demand is not 
sustained the Chair will recognize the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I appeal to the gentleman from 
Louisiana [Mr. Grsson] to withdraw his call—— 

[Cries of “ Regular order!” “Let us vote!’’] 

The question was taken; and the previous question was seconded 
and the main question ordered. 

3 GIBSON. Lask for the yeas and nays upon agreeing to the sub- 
itute. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were—yeas 144, nays 119, 
not voting 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Atkins, Banning, Beebe, Bell, Benedict, Bi 
Blackburn, Bland, Bliss, 8 — . Bri ot rang em ping 
Buckner, eet JORA E: Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell. dlor, Carlisle, Chalmers, Al- 


vah A. s Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, jr. of Missouri, Clymer, 
Cobb, Collins, Cook, Covert, Samuel S. Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Culberson, — 


Evans, Ewing, Felton, Finley, Forney. klin, Fuller, Garth, Gause, Gibson, 
Giddings, Glover, Goode, Gunter, Hamilton, Hardenbergh, Henry R. Harris, John 
T Harrison, Hart, Boake Hartzell, Hatcher, Henkle, Henry, Gold- 


rtson, George D. Robinson, Ross, Eg 55 Scales, 


gen, ana ee Townshend, Tucker, Turner, Turney, Vance, eeder, 
addell, Walker, Wal arner, Alpheus S. Williams, James Williams, Jere 
N. Williams, Albert S. W Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, Wood, Wright, Yeates, 


and Young—144. 
NA T8. Nieser Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley, John H. Baker, William H. Baker, Banks, 


Boyd, Brentano, Brewer, Bı Browne, Bandy, Burchard, Burdick, 
h Clark, Cole, Con- 


, Jacob D. Cox, Crapo, 9 Danford, Darrall, Horace Davis, asat 
Dunnell, Dwight, Eames, Ellsworth, Errett, I. Newton Evans, James L. 

Evans, Foster, Gardner, Garfield, Hanna, Harmer, Hays, Hazelton, 
Hiscock, Hubbell, Hunter, Hum erford, Ittner, 


rey. II 
Ji ohn S. Jones, Jorgensen, Joyce, Keifer, Keigh Welle , Ketcham, Lap- 
ham, ard, Loring, Marsh, Jeden, McKinley, Mitchell.” Monroe, Oliver, 
Overton, Patterson, Ped P 


ee ag og Pg eR ey rg re AE 
an Vor t 0. . 
White, oe Andrew Williams, Charies G. Willi Ri Williams, and 
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NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ballou, Cain, Chittenden, Donglas, Elam, Fort, Free- 
ends Banjamin Vater see Aan, Sn a einen Bo 
ter, Pound, Roberts, Sampson, Sexton, lbtephens, ‘and Whitthorne—27. 

So the substitute offered by Mr. Grsson was adopted. 

During the roll-call, the following announcements were made: 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. On this question I am paired with the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, Mr. Hunton. If he were here he would vote 
“ 2 * 

Mr. EAMES. My colleague, Mr. BALLOU, is unavoidably absent 
from the House. If he were present he would vote “ no.” 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I am paired on this question 
with the gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. WHITTHORNE. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the original resolution 
as amended, it was adopted. 

Mr. GIBSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution, 
as amended, was adopted; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be Jaid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. James B. ELAM then came forward, and was duly qualified by 
taking the modified oath provided by the act of July 11, 1868. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


Two messages in writing from the President of the United States 
were communicated to the House by Mr. RODGERS, his Private Secre- 


tary. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed a resolution, in which the 
concurrence of the House was requested, for the removal of books 
and files in the lofts of the old portion of the Capitol building. 


FIRE AT THE PATENT OFFICE. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following communication 
from the President of the United States; which was read, and, with 
accompanying papers, ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations when appointed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of a board of inquiry appointed 
by the Secretary of the Interior to examine into the causes of the fire which 
destroyed a part of the Interior Department building on the 24th S 3 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, October 17, 1877. 


DEFICIENCIES IN THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following communica- 
tion from the President of the United States; which was read, 
and, with accompanying papers, ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, when appointed : 


To the Senate and House of Représentatives: 
I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the Sec: of the Navy, 
sering sting the particulars with reference to the existing deficiencies in the Navy 


R. B. HAYES. 
EXECUTIVE MANSIOX, 
Washington, October 17, 1877. 


= REPRESENTATION FROM LOUISIANA. 


Mr. LEONARD. I desire to offer a resolution as a matter of form 
with reference to the case just disposed of from Louisiana. 

The SPEAKER. As that case is dis of, the next one in order 
must of necessity come up. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] 
is 5872 the floor to offer a resolution in that case. 

Mr. LEONARD. I merely wish to have the matter referred. 

The SPEAKER. It would require unanimous consent at the pres- 
ent time. t 

Mr. FRYE. I offer the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas Charles E, Nash prosents a certificate of election as a resentative 
to the Forty-fifth Congress, elven by Governor William P. Kellogg, the then duly 
recognized and acting governor of the State of i issued on the 9th day of 
December, 1876, in strict conformity to law; and whereas the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives for the Forty-fourth Con has set aside said certificate, and 
has placed npon the roll of this House as a Representative in the Forty-fifth Con- 
gress the name of E. W. Robertson, the returns of whose election were made by a 
returning board created long after the election in which said Robertson claims to 
have been elected, without any original returns before them, to Governor Nicholls, 
voted for and elected, if at all, at the same general election, and whose certificate 
Fell gives by the said Governor Nicholls, having no authority in law in these prem- 


: erefore, 

Resolved, That the name of E. W. Robertson bo stricken from the roll of this 
House as a Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the State of Louisiana, 
and that the name of Charles E. Nash be placed upon said roll as a Representative 
in said Congress. 


Mr. ELLIS. I offer the following as a substitute for the resolution 
of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. FRYE:] 

Resolved, That Edward W. Robertson, of the sixth = 
Louisiana, be now sworn in as the eee from that. trict. anced 

I desire to sa 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Frye] is enti- 
tiled to the floor unless he yields to the gentleman from Louisiana, 
LMr. Etuis. 5 = 


Mr. FRYE. I only yielded for the purpose of having this substi- 
tute offered. I do not yield further at present. 

Mr. Speaker, having by mistake and by the help of the printers 
discussed yesterday so far as I desired the questions arising in both 
these cases, I will not weary the House at all to-day. I will yield a 
portion of my time to gentlemen on this side and the residue to the 
gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. ELLIS.] Inow yield ten minutes to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WHITE, 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Mr. fi age this is not a political, 
but a legal question. I was ex i gly gratified yesterday to dis- 
cover party lines in this body disregarded in deciding the right of 
members to a seat on this floor in the South Carolina cases. I rejoice 
indeed to hear the utterance coming from the other sideof the Cham- 
ber that this is a judicial body. It certainly, so far as the disposition 
of the right of members to seats upon this floor goes, is a judicial body, 
I am gratified to know that a fair spirit appears to prevail at the 
threshold of this session. 

The only question now presented for this House to vote upon is, 
who has the prima facie right to a seat—who at the commencement 
of our proceedings has the right to be sworn in as members of this 
body from the State of Louisiana? Without enlarging upon the 

nestion, I discover upon the Clerk’s desk a certificate reciting the 
election of Mr. Nash, named in the resolation offered by the gentle- 
man from Maine, as a Representative from the specified district of 
the State. The onlyinquiry for me is, whence comes that certificate? 
Upon examination I find it signed by the de facto, the acting governor 
of the State. I find, furthermore, it is certitied by the broad seal of 
the State of Lonisiana. That is the only matter proper for me to 
look at as regulating my vote upon this preliminary question. I dis- 
cover further that this question of the prima facie seat of Mr. Nash 
has been practically accepted as settled by the e (Mr. Rob- 
ertson) whom if is now proposed to swearin. I discover by the Re- 
vised Statutes that whenever any person intends to contest the elec- 
tion of any member of the House of Representatives he shall, within 
thirty days after the result of such election shall have been returned 
by the officer or board of canvassers authorized by law to determine 
the same, give notice in writing to the member whose seat he desires 
to contest of his intention to contest the same, and in such notice 
shall specify particularly the grounds upon which he relies in the 
contest. 

I have had placed in my hands within fiye minutes a formal notice 
of contest, which I discover is addressed to “Hon. Charles E. 
Nash, Honse of Representatives, Washington,” containing this re- 
cital—I will not seat all of it“ You are hereby informed and notified 
that I will contest your election and right to a seat as a member in 
the Forty-fifth Con of the United States of America as Repre- 
sentative from the sixth congressional district of the State of Louisi- 
ana,” composed of certain parishes here recited. Following this 
notice is the recital of the causes for contest and notice of appoint- 
ments to take testimony, Iam informed further that testimony for 
this contest was taken for weeks. 

I discover, then, the record to be that a certificate lies upon the 
Clerk’s desk signed by the recognized governor of the State, attested 
by the seal of the State. There is following this, among the records 
of the Clerk, a formal notification of the party now claiming the 
prima facie seat as against Mr. Nash of his intention to contest the 
right of Mr. Nash, who has thus been certified by the governor. 
Therefore I hold that Mr. Robertson, claiming the prima facie right to 
the seat, is estopped from questioning the prima facie right of Mr. 
Nash at this stage of the proceedings. 

How is this certificate upon which Mr. Nash relies? It is similar in 
form to those upon which members have been seated in the past. I 
will not be prolix and read in detail other certificates upon which 
other members have been sworn in in previous Congresses, but will 
content myself by saying that I find the certificates upon which 
members were sworn in in 1573 and previously identical in form with 
the certificate attested by Governor Kellogg, by virtue of which Mr. 
Nash claims the right to be sworn, by which his prima facie right is de- 
termined. On the twentieth page of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of 
the Forty-third Congress will be found in totidem verbis the certificate 
by which Mr. Nash now claims his seat. The governor who certifies 
to this is the same authority which certified to the election of the 
other members who have been sworn in without question. The mem- 
bers elected from Louisiana to this Con have been sworn in under 
precisely the same authority. Now, sir, the Legislature of 1877 re- 
pealed what is known as the returning board act of 1872, not until 
after, long after, the issuing of the certificate before us, however. 
This was » by what is known as the Nicholls legislature. Had 
this not been done there would have been no question whatever 
about Mr. Nash’s prima facie right ; indeed, all the six members bear- 
in the certificate of Governor Kellogg would have been admitted 
into this body. Had the Legislature of 1877 in Louisiana the right to 
repeal the act of 1872 so far as to defeat the vested rights, if you 

lease, of membeas whose election was certified by Governor Kellogg 
in pursuance of its provisions? I 1 8 this is not a new ques- 
tion. It is a well- ized principle of municipal as well as inter- 
national law that the 3 of ade facto authority is conclusive 
as to the rights over which it had jurisdiction. 

Then the only question is, had the returning board which canvassed 
the votes and certified the result of Nash’s election as certified by Gov- 
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ernor Kellogg jurisdiction of this question? There can be no debate 
on that subject. Had Governor Kellogg then the authority to certify 
that result? There is no doubt of it. the islature of Louisi- 
ana of 1877 the right to repeal the act of 1872 and constitute anew re- 
turning board, so as to destroy the vitality of the Kellogg certificate, 
to recanvass and recount the votes? They had not. this is to be 
regarded as the law of elections then there may be no end to election 
controversies. In my State there is one case of contested election of 
a member claiming an election to this body. One of the members 
returned elected in 1876 has his seat contested. A 2 ee op- 
posed to him in politics held its session during the winter following the 
election. Imagine for a moment that that islature had repealed 
the authority by which the votes of that district were canvassed, and 
created a new authority to recanvass and modify the count and give 
a new certificate: the contestant would then be here claiming his 
right tothe seat. So might the House assemble for organization with 
two classes of certificates where the legislative power was hostile to 
the first person returned. 

I discover, furthermore, in looking at the records in the Forty-third 
Congress, a peculiar case coming up here from West Virginia, where 
two elections were held, one in Au , 1872, and another in Octuber. 
Both claimants came before this body and claimed the prima facieright 
to the seat. The election for August had been canvassed, counted, 
and certificates made ont soora cay ph before the election of October. 
In November of the same year the Legislature assembled and created 
a new returning board, which gave new certificates to the members 
claiming the election in October, and practically abolished theold law, 
985 the persons claiming under the August election were certi- 
This House in discussing that question recognized the fact that 
when certificates were once issued by competent authority-they could 
not be taken away, and that the only question left open was for the 
contest to be pursued in the regular manner. I find farther authority 
upon this subject in recent conspicuous events of the country’s his- 
tory. The highest judicial tribunal which ever sat in this country 
that which was created to determine the right of the executive head 
of the nation to his present position, practically decided this qnes- 
tion. The Florida electors, as returned by the then canvassing board 
met in December, 1876, and performed their functions and forwarded 
their action to the President of the Senate. The Legislature subse- 
quently met, and in January, 1877, created a new returning board. 
which met and reversed the action of their predecessors Thissecon 
board returned different electors, who reversed the action of the 
former ones. The electoral commission accepted the action of the 
first and duly appointed electors as conclusive, thus denying the 
power of subsequent Legislatures to interfere with acts performed by 
electors who had been returned regularly appointed according to ex- 
isting laws. This, sir, is authority, recent, overwhelming, and direct- 
ly in point. The canvassing board of December, 1876, existing b; 
proper legislative authority, having canvassed and returned Mr. Nash 
elected, which has been certified by the then governor, the subse- 
quent act of legislation by a new Legislature could not destroy this 
certificate. The remedy is by contest in the usual way. 

I repeat, then, that I find here lying upon the table a certificate 
coming from Governor Kellogg, bearing the great seal of that State, 
issued prior in time to the certificate of the other claimant, (Mr. 
Robertson,) certifying to the election of Mr. Nash, and that to my 
mind, apart from all political considerations, gives him the right to 
be sworn in as being prima facie entitled to the seat. The merits of 
the question will come up in due season when the contest takes place 
upon the evidence to be submitted to the Committee of Elections. 
` I shall therefore vote in favor of the resolution submitted by the 
gentleman from Maine and against the substitute offered by the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. FRYE. I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. THOMPSON. ] 

Mr. THOMPSON. I desire to express very briefly the reasons 
which will govern my action in the vote I am about togive. It has 
been well stated that this is not, and I am very glad that it has not 
been made, a political issue. It is a question pure and simple of a 
legal character ; a question in which facts beyond the certificate are 
in no manner whatever involved. 

That Governor Kellogg when he issued this certificate was the gov- 
ernor of Louisiana is not disputed ; that the certificate is in the 2 
required yae statute is not seriously called in question; that it 
was issued before the other certificate upon which this issue is formed 
is not disputed; for these facts are manifest from an inspection of 
the papers themselves. The question of the authority to issue the cer- 
tificate and the question as to the formof the certificate are not seriously 
or strongly urged in this issue. If, therefore, Governor Kellogg was au- 
thorized, as it is not 5 he was, to issue the certificate which 
bears date previous to the certificate of the other contesting party, 
the moment that Governor Kellogg issued that certificate, the moment 
he signed or had it signed and delivered it to the party legally en- 
titled to receive it, his powers in the matter as executive of the State 
of Louisiana were forever gone, and he had no more power to revise, 
to modify, to annul that certificate, nor to issue a new one to another 
party and thereby disregard his official act, which had been completed 
according to the forms of law, than any other citizen of the State of 
Louisiana had. If he had power in February, 1877, to issue a certifi- 


cate hostile to and in conflict with the one issued in December pre- 
vious,he had power in January, and he had power in March, and he 
had power every month since; if he had power to disregard and 
disannul the certificate of 1876 in February, 1877, and issue another 
certificate, he had power at any moment since to disregard all pre- 
vious certificates and all previous parties interested in them and issus 
new certificates to whom he pleased. And that would be considered 
a prima facie case according to the doctrine which has been submitted 
to this House. 

There is a time, Mr. Speaker, when the powers of the executive 
are exhausted. There is a time when he has no further power to act; 
either to create new rights or to destroy old and 1 y ones. And 
I hold that the very moment that the official act was done and the 
custodian intended for it received the certificate the rights were 
vested, the act was completed, the power was exhausted, and no 
power on earth short of the one now about to act upon this case had 
authority to disannul, to modify, or destroy the act of the governor 
done in 1876. There are well-settled principles of law that have no 
exceptions. In a deed the first act is conclusive and binding; in a 
will, the last. And there are other rules, if you please, that where a 
man has done an act, where the parties interested have acted upon 
it, and where rights have attached, he is not only disqualified from 
destroying it by making a new deed or creating a new trust, but the 
policy of the law prevents him from the effort in every form, and 
an g in contravention of the act which he has done is inoperative, 
invalid, and, in every sense, void. 

But the startling doctrine is advanced here that when an executive 
office of a State by fortune sneceeds to an individual who, a month 
before, bore the insignia of office, these rules are in that case to be 
disregarded. I make no distinction between Governor Kellogg and 
Governor Nicholls. It isnot Governor Kellogg acting. It is not Gov- 
ernor Nicholls DnE It is the executive of the sovereign State of 
Louisiana. It is the king, so to speak, who never dies. The individual 
who for the time bears the insignia of office does die. The individual 
who now exercises the executive prerogative of the State of Louisiana 
will die. But the governor of the State of Louisiana neverdies; and the 
act of the governor once done pursuant to law, under the forms of law 
and as a constitutional exercise of the power attached to the office, 
is an exhaustion of the power of the executive forever upon that 
subject. It is by no means conclusive and binding upon this body, 
bat it gives Sne ey ae right to the party paras, De that certifi- 
cate. This is only, as has been said, a preliminiry examination. The 
papers are offered in evidence; they are competent; there is no objec- 
tion to them; they are relevant; they are in form; they are to be 
received; and the effect of it is simply to allow the party to appear, 
to be sworn in, and to take his seat. It may be shuwn hereafter that 
the certificate was improperly issued, that the election was fraudu- 
lent, that it was void, that the individual is disqualified to hold the 
office. A thousand things may beshown. But these are not the issues 
now. It is a question on the certificate, on the certificate alone. The 
ae of the case are in no sense involved, and cannot on this issue 


raised. 

The certificate, then, of Mr. Nash isin form. It has the seal of the 
State of Louisiana upon it; not very distinct, I admit—not as beau- 
tiful as the one that overhangs the Speaker. Nor does the law of 
Louisiana, or the law of the United States, say how distinct, how fine, 
how sharp the outlines of the seal shall be. It is the seal of Louisiana. 
It is the evidence by which the official act of the governor is shown 
and proved. It is admitted that it is the seal of Louisiana. It is ad- 
mitted that this is the certificate of the governor. It is first in time. 
It is formal. And why, Mr. Speaker, shall it not be accredited with 
the powers that ordinarily attach to official acts of State govern- 
ments? I shall vote as I shall do, for these reasons, not because of 
any political issue, not because I know the merits of this case—I do 
not, and if in the progress of the case it shall be developed that this 
gentleman named in this certificate has not been honestly, legally 
elected accdrding to the forms of law, and that question should be 
submitted to this House, and I should have an opportunity, I will 
vote to exclude him from the seat. But I will vote now not that he 
was legally elected, not that he is qualified to the seat, but that he 
has brought to the Honse the muniment of title which the law re- 
quires. I shall therefore, when the time comes, record my vote in 
favor of seating him. 

Mr. FRYE. I now yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. WILLIAMS. ] 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, Mr. Speaker, whatever I may say 
at this time must come more in the nature of a respectful protest 
than in the hope that any words of mine can change a result which 
has already virtually been twice determined and recorded. A prima 
facie case on the face of the papers necessarily brings itself within 
very narrow and technical lines. It will be my purpose not to travel 
outside these limits, but to summarize as well as I may and state as 
clearly as I can the facts and the considerations which I think should 
prima facie seat Mr. Charles B. Nash as a member of this House. 

There are, it seems to me, a few vay lain propositions which 
should settle this question in favor of Mr. Nash : 

First. On the 7th of November, 1876, when this general election 
was held, was the State of Louisiana a sovereign State of this Union? 
That will be disputed by no one. 

Second. Had it at that time a governor and secretary of state 
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capable of performing official acts and certifying to them in a duly 
authenticated form? That is undisputed and indisputable.“ The 
action of this House and of both Houses of Congress has over and 
over again decided that question. 

Third. Had the State of Louisiana at that time a statute governing 

neral elections and the election of members of Congress, preserib- 
ing the time, place, and mode of holding such elections and the means 
and method oF canvassing the vote and determining the result? The 
statute of which we take official notice answers that. It created a 
canvassing board and empowered it to canvass the returns and record 
the result. That board was legally and constitutionally formed. It 
had jurisdiction of the subject-matter upon which it acted. This 
had been adjudicated by the highest judicial tribunals of Louisiana, 
Now, I need not tell judges, I need not tell lawyers, that when this 
board had rendered and daly recorded its decision we have no power 
here upon this motion to question either the merits or the regularity of 
its proceedings or the correctness of its conclusions so far as they 
relate to this prima facie case. The State also had a broad seal, whose 
impress authenticated the official acts of its executive and imparted 
verity everywhere, I need not repeat to this House, if I could, the 
eloquent and forcible language of the pr oes: ei gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] yesterday when he reminded us that or- 
ganized government rested upon the faith and credit of these authen- 
ticated Joonia prima facie; for we all know that the safety and 
stability of the government, both State and National, rests upon these 
things as upon the foundation-rock of the Republic. 

If, then, we rest upon these propositions as established—and I will 
thank gentlemen on the other side to tell me if any one of them is 
faulty or defective, and if the electors of both parties and of all parties 
are held to know the law—then when each deposited his ballot he 
accepted the means and methods and the whole machinery set up 
for determining the result. And more than this, there attached to 
such ballot, as the expression of his free choice, the inherent right to 
have the result so determined and declared. Now, sir, will any one 
have the hardihood to claim that a governor of a new State admin- 
istration, thirty-three days after such result had been duly authen- 
ticated and proclaimed by the acknowledged executive officer of a 
State whose term of office had not yet expira, had aright to reverse 
all this, or that a Legislature not then in ee had the power to 
authorize any body on earth to doit? And yet that is just what has 
been attempted in these cases. The statute says that the result shall 
be certified as soon as possible. Yet we find forty-eight days to 
expire before Governor Nicholls even so much as attempted to reverse 
the determination of the board of canvassers and the executive of 
Louisiana, and to certify the election of the contestant to this House. 

Sir, all parties Bevis pone to the polls voluntarily to vote under 
the laws then established for determining the result, their rights be- 
came vested. No legislature, no governor, no returning board sit- 
ting twenty days, ay, sixty days after that time, and having in 
their possession no scrap of paper, no scratch of a pen, but certifying, 
eden I think, in the absence of all evidence, that a certain man 
had been elected, when the returns did not come into their possession 
until the following April—I say that no legislature, no governor, no 
A usad] board, could legally act in that way. 

Conceding that all these preliminary conditions existed, some gen- 
tlemen take the position that Mr. Nash’s certificate is defective on 
its face. And here I thank my honorable friend from Texas [Mr. 
REAGAN] for quoting the following authority yesterday: 

While it is, as we have seen, trne that, where a certificate of election is confined 
to a statement that the person to whom it is given is duly elected, or words to that 
effect, it is prima facie evidence that such person is entitled to the office, it is also 
true that where it recites the facts upon which the certifying officer relies as his 
justification for issuing it, and where, from those facts, it clearly appears that the 
2 panes was not elected, the certificate destroys itself.—Hart vs. Harvey, 32 


Gentlemen do not pretend that the certificate of Governor Kellogg 
cert tying to the election of Mr. Nash contradicts itself on the face of 
the record. The Clerk tells us and the gentlemen on the other side 
tell us that the Jaw of Louisiana requires that the return of the can- 
vassing board shall be recorded in the office of the secretary of state 
and the certificate of election must be a certified copy of that. Let us 
see what the law is upon that subject. It was read yesterday in our 
hearing. Itis as follows: 


That as soon as ble after the expiration of the time of making the returns 
of the election for Representatives in Congress, a certificate of the returns of the 
election for such Representatives shall be entered npon record by the secretary of 
the State, si; by the governor, anda thereof, subscribed by said officers, shall 
be delivered to the persons so elected, and another copy transmitted to the House 
of Representatives of the United States, directed to the Clerk thereof, 


Now, Nash’s certificate is as follows: 


STATE oF LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
New Orleans, December 27, 1876. 
Be it known that at an election begun and held on the 7th day of November, A. 
D. 1876, for rzembers of Congress, Charles E. Nash received 10,797 votes and E. W. 
8 > is um Pitt Kell 
vow, ‘ore, I, am Pitt Kellogg, governor of the State of Louisiana, do 
hereby that Charles E. Nash received a majority of the votes cast at said 
election and is duly and lawfully elected to represent the fourth congressional dis- 
trict of the State of Louisiana in the Forty-fifth Congress of the United Statea. 
Given under my hand and tho seal of the State this 27th day of December, 1876, 
and of the Independence of the United States the one hundred and first. 
[SEAL] W. P. KELLOGG. 
By the SS 
P. G. DESLONDE, 
Secretary of State. 


It cannot be denied, under the authority above cited, that Governor 
Kellogg was authorized in stating that Nash was “duly elected,” 
thereby creating a prima facie case; but it is claimed that he should 
have cited the record and forwarded a certified copy of that. This, 
sir, it seems to me is grasping at the shadow and letting go the sub- 
stance. It would be like contending that because a statute authorized 
a certified copy of a recorded deed to be read in a court of justice that 
puer ore the original itself would be incompetent and must be dis- 
ca k 


But for six years it seems that in the State of Louisiana that clause 
of the law which reads that “a copy thereof subscribod by said ofi- 
cers,” &c., has been construed to mean a mere duplicate of the gov- 
ernor’s certificate, the mere prescription of a form of certificate to be 
signed by the governor and forwarded to the Clerk of this House; 
and during all that time the members from that State upon such certifi- 
cates, though sapiy contested upon all other points, passed to their 
seats here unchallenged for such cause, Gentlemen of the opponi 
tion, your verdict is virtually recorded, and I dare not hope for its 
reversal. But if a subsequent canvassing board created by a subse- 
quent Legislature can be permitted without a scrap of paper or a 
scratch of a pen in the way of legal returns before them to overturn 
a prima facie case upon the face of the papers, will you not allow us 
the poor privilege of going before a committee where the question 
can be heard upon its merits? I do not want to believe that in these 
times of professed good feeling and reconciliation you desire to put 
the stigma of condemnation upon all republican State administra- 
tions in the South simply because they are or have been republican; 
but, in all candor, I fear that you are here establishing a precedent 
which may return to plague its inventors. : 

Mr. FRYE. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, LMr. BUTLER. ] 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire simply to call the attention of the House 
to a matter which I think was overlooked in the last and Lam 
certain that the sonsonen of the opposition who voted did not con- 
template any such result. 

Both of these cases stand alike. If you seat Mr. Robertson, then 
under the law I am afraid you cut off the chance of contest in this 
way. Mr. Nash received his certificate on the 26th day of December. 
The law required anybody contesting a seat to file a notice with his 
opponent within thirty days, if I remember the time correctly. Now, 

r. Nash relied on his certificate during the thirty days, and filed no 
notice of contest with Mr. Robertson; but Mr. Robertson very prop- 
erly filed a notice of contest with Mr. Nash. Then, on the 27th of 
February, sixty-three days after Mr. Nash received his certificate, Mr. 
Robertson got acertificate, and on that certificate you propose to seat 
him. Now, Mr. Nash has filed and can file no notice of contest. The 
point may be taken, and perhaps it will be, that as no notice of con- 
test has been filed by Mr. Nash he cannot contest the scat which Mr. 
Robertson will hold by your votes. I assume that this is not what 
any of you gentlemen mean, and I ask in all fairness either that such 
statements be made on the floor of this House, or such amendment 
of the resolution adopted as will open the contest to Mr.Nash. Hay- 
3 that pans to your attention—— 

r. GIBSON. The opposition are perfectly willing to allow gen- 
tlemen who are not seated to conduct their contest ; and if the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] will offer an amendment 
to that effect we will accept it, extending the time to sixty days, 
just as was done four years ago when the republican members o 

uisiana, on an identical state of facts, were seated by this House 
of Representatives, and the democratic claimants were allowed time 
to make the contest. 

Mr. BUTLER. May I ask my friend from Louisiana who offered 
the resolution [ Mr. ELLIS] to modify it? 

Mr. ELLIS. I will do so. 

Mr. BUTLER. All right. 

Mr. ELLIS. I will modify the resolution so as to reserve to Charles 
E. Nash the right to contest regularly. 

Mr. BUTLE And will the House simply have the same under- 
standing in the case of Mr. Smith, which passed without thought? 

Mr GIBSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have attained my object. It is due to justice that 
I should say that this is no suggestion of mine, but was suggested 
to me by my friend and neighbor from New York, [Mr. Camp, j and I 
saw the necessity of the House understanding it. 

Mr. GIBSON. We are perfectly willing to give them the oppor- 
tunity to contest. 

Mr. FRYE. I yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman 
from Lonisiana, [Mr. ELLIS.) 

The SPEAKER. There are twenty-five minutes remaining, which 
will be at the disposal of the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. ELLIS. I do not think that I shall need three minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, borrowing a very sensible idea from the words of Job, 
I think it is useless to “darken counsel with words.” This House 
must be now in full possession of all the facts of this case as well as 
the law of the case. In Jaw and in fact there is no difference what- 
ever between the case just passed upon and that now pending, The 
points presented in the two cases are identically the same. I cannot 
see how the question of the power to revise comes into this discus- 
sion. I cannot see how questions which may pertain to the merits of 
the contest come in here now. This investigation is confined simply 
and solely to the credentials, or the pretended credentials, presented 
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by these contestants; and beyond that there is no issue, In passing 
upon this question the only thing the House can take into considera- 

tion is whether the one party or the other has the proper credentials ; 

and if both have what purport to be credentials, then the question 

is, which party is entitled upon the face of the papers to a seat here, 

The law bearing upon this case has been — so often that mem- 
bers must all understand it. I will restate it as tersely as I can. 
Let me remark that under the law of Louisiana the certificate which 
constitutes the credentials of a member of Congress is merely a copy 
of a record in the office of the secretary of state—nothing more. That 
copy certified to by the governor and the secretary of state constitutes 
the credential. 8 

The credential held by Mr. Robertson is in the exact form required 
by law. After studied labor it was drawn in perfect and precise 
conformity to the statute. Here is, then, a credential under the 
broad seal of that State which, as another gentleman said, is now, 
thank God, sovereign. ` ý 

What does Mr. Nash present? A paper signed by W. P. Kellogg, in 
an official form and bearing the very faint impress of a seal, though 
we will call it a seal; a paper in which Mr. Kellogg testifies to the 
election of Mr. Nash. That is the whole case. On the one hand, we 
have a credential drawn in perfect conformity to the statute ; on 
the other, the mere unsworn testimony of Mr. Kellogg that the other 
man was elected. 

I now call the previous question. 5 

The previous question was seconded and the main question or- 
dered; which was upon the adoption of the substitute offered by Mr. 
ELLIS. 

The substitute was agreed to, there being ayes 134, noes 123. 

The resolution, as amended by the adoption of the substitute, was 
agreed to. 

3 ELLIS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution, 
as amended, was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. i 

Mr. EDWARD W. ROBERTSON then came forward and was duly quali- 
fied by taking the modified oath provided by the act of July 11, 
1868 


Mr. LEONARD. With the consent of gentlemen representing the 
interests on the other side, I ask to offer the following resolution, 
which is necessary for the complete disposition of these cases: 

Resolved, That George L. Smith, claiming a seat from the fourth district of Lou- 
isiana, and C. E. Nash, claiming a seat from the sixth district of said State, be 
allowed sixty days within which to file notice of contest and to take testimony. 

There being no objection, the resolution was considered and 
adopted. 

ADJOURNMENT TILL SATURDAY. 

Mr. WOOD. I rise to make a privileged motion. I move that 
when the House adjonrns to-day it adjourn to meet on Saturday 
next, with the understanding that no business shall be transacted on 
that day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The next case in order is that of the gentleman 
from California, [Mr. Pacheco. ] 

APPOINTMENTS IN THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. MILLS. I ask unanimous consent to offer the following reso- 
lution, which under the rule will lie over one day, as it calls for in- 
formation from one of the Departments: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to rt to this Tlonse 
the names of all appointments made in his Department since the Ist of January, 
1876, and from what States and Territories they are made, and what proportion of 
appointments to office each State and Territory had according to its population on 
the ist of January, 1876. 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the introduction of this 
resolution? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I object to its introduction at the present time. 

Mr. MILLS. Lask merely that it be received and lie over one day. 

The SPEAKER. The objection is to the introduction. The rule 
would require that the resolution, if introduced, should lie over. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM FOURTH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. GARFIELD. I move that the gentleman from California (Mr. 
Pacheco) be now sworn in. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I had supposed that I was entitled to the floor 
on this question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood that the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] did not object to this proposition, but merely 
asked to have the floor to offer a resolution after Mr. Pacheco had 
been admitted. à 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire, before the question of admission is 
preo upon, to ask that certain papers be read, and then I will with- 

aw my objection, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood from the gentleman from 
Illinois that he did not object, and therefore, of conrse, the Chair felt 
at liberty to recognize any one to make this motion. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I intended to withdraw the objection which I 


— cone would obviate the necessity for any resolution on the 
subjec 

The SPEAKER. The objection stands of record and cannot be 
withdrawn. The question can only be disposed of by the action of 
the Honse. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Having made the objection, I had the right to 
withdraw it. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The objection has gone on the record; and I 
think the only proper method to dispose of the case is by the mo- 
tion I have made that Mr. Pacheco be sworn in. Upon that motion 
I desire to submit a single remark. After the election at which Mr. 
Pacheco claims to have been chosen, it was found that the vote was 
exceedingly close, and tha question was carried by the contestant 
into the circuit court, where a decision was given in favor of Mr. Pa- 
checo. An appeal was taken to the supreme court of California; 
and I have in my hand the opinion of that court, the majority of 
whose members, I will add, were democrats. The supreme court of 
the State found that he was legally elected, and on the order of that 
court the governor of the State gave him the legal certificate which 
he bears. No other man bears a certificate from that district. It is 
not only every way regular upon its face, but it is the only regular 
certificate. His prima facie right to be sworn in is not only absolute, 
but unquestioned by any other form of certificate. Of course the 
right of his contestant to appeal here in the House in the regular 
way, to be heard on the final merits, is untouched by Mr. Pacheco be- 
ing sworn in. 

r. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to correct one statement 
made by the gentleman from Ohio. He is in error in reference to 
the majority of that supreme court, for that majority was elected in 
a See to the democratic party. 

. GARFIELD. Is it not true that the majority of the supreme 
court of California was of the same party at the time? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. A majority of them were elected in opposition 
to the democratic party. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The gentleman does not answer my question. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. They have been converted since. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If there be no farther question I shall demand 
the previous question. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I propose to make a statement of the 
facts in this case to go upon the record. 

Mr. GARFIELD. How much time does the gentleman want? 

Mr. COX, of New York. About seven minutes. 

Mr. GARFIELD, I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. COX, of New York. In this contest I desire to make some 
points of law and fact tersely, without consuming time. 

Under the laws of California the boards of supervisors of the dif- 
ferent counties canvass the vote. The county clerk is required to 
certify to the secretary of state an abstract of the vote for Congress- 
man as found and declared by the board of supervisors of his county. 
The secretary of state is required to certify the whole vote of the 
congressional districts (separately) to the governor, who is compelled 
to issue his certificate to the person whom the secretary of state cer- 
tifies received the highest number of votes in any one district. The 
governor has no discretionary power, and, however false he may know 
the certificate of the secretary of state to be, nevertheless he must 


act. 

The board of supervisors of Monterey County, California, met as a 
board of canyassers (agreeably to law) November 13, 1876. 

They canvassed the vote of that county and found and declared, 
among other results, that P. D. Wigginton received 29 votes in San 
Lorenzo precinct of said county and 988 votes in the county, and 
adjourned sine die. 

e clerk of said county made a record of the above facts in the 
record book of said board. 

Some time during the night of November 13 or morning of the 14th 
the clerk altered the record by erasing a portion of the top of the “9” 
in the 29 votes counted for Wigginton, in San Lorenzo precinct, and 
erasing the top curve of the “8” in the total of 988 votes given and 
counted to Wigginton in the county, thereby reducing Wigginton's 
vote in San Lorenzo precinct from 29 to 27 and his total vote in the 
county from 983 to 986. 

The said clerk, on November 14 or 15, certified an abstract of the 
vote of Monterey County for Congressman to the secretary of state, 
in which abstract he certified that the board of canvassers had fo 
and declared that Wigginton received oniy 986 votes. an 

The total vote certified to the secretary of state by the clerks of all 
the counties of the fourth congressional district was 38,207; 


Ker Winwintoncusessccens v aes TI A T, - 19,103 
or PAQUGOG orci sanducma sank cian doce LISESTI OT AES 19,104 


Had the clerk of Monterey certified the vote of that county as 
found and declared by the board of canvassers of that county, the 
yote would have stood: 


SOLS WASTINEON oe r prevent t an oixe A 19,105 
Wirt: PGGhe6 tuccao; . aren 19,104 


The secretary of state being fully advised by documents filed in 
his office, that the certificate from Monterey County certifying that 
Wigginton had received but 986 votes in Monterey County was false, 
he refused to certify that vote to the governor, Whereupon Mr, 


—— — 


— — 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD HOUSE. 93 


Pacheco’s counsel applied to the supreme court of the State for a 
mandamus to compel the secretary of state to certify the vote of Mon- 
terey to the governor, as the same had been certified to him by the 
clerk of that county. 

The supreme court decided in substance that upon mandamus they 
must compel the secretary of state to certify the vote to the gover- 
nor, as it was certified to him by the clerks, and that Congress (not the 
court) had the right to determine the facts, &c. 

Mr. Pacheco’s counsel admitted in the case, before the supreme 
court of California, that Wigginton received 29 votes in San Lorenzo 
precinct, and 988 votesin Monterey Comity ; and among the peperment 
up to the clerk’s desk is the certificate of the county clerk of Monterey, 
under his seal of office, that the board of canvassers found and de- 
clared that Wigginton received 29 votes in San Lorenzo precinct and 
988 votes in the county, together with the further fact that after 
said board had adjourned sine die the records were changed and Wig- 

inton’s vote reduced to 986, without any authority whatever for so 

oing. 

If these facts be as I have stated, it is possible for us to admit prima 
Sacie, on papers which are tainted, most furtively, of no less conse- 
quence because it changed a result by one vote. 

It is as big a sin to steal a pin as a railroad or a State or the Presi- 
dency. One is as important a factor in the order of Providence, in 
the eye of human law, asa million. It is the result which is of mag- 
nitude not the corrupt means employed in bringing about the result. 
I would prefer, in spite of the untoward action of the House, that all 
tainted cases be deodorized in the committee. Under the Constitution 
of the United States we have t powers over those who are to sit 
with us temporarily or otherwise in this hall. 

I desire to present all the papers in this case in order that they may 
take such course as the House may deem best. 

Mr.GARFIELD. I have no objection to their being printed. What 
the gentleman has been saying relates to the ultimate merits of the 
contest, about which the State of Californiais not the judge, but this 
Honse, as the gentleman has wellsaid. The very questions, however, 
the gentleman has here presented have themselves passed through 
the courts, and whatever the courts had a right to judge and deter- 
mine they have determined within their limitation, and within those 
limitations they have ordered the certificate to be given to Mr. Pa- 
checo. It has been so given and no other has been given, and upon 
that and upon the record of the supreme court we ask he be sworn in, 
and then for as early a day for the judgment of the case upon its 
merits as possible, 

Mr. MILLS. Is the certificate of Mr. Pacheco in due form of law? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Absolutely the same as every other certificate. 
It is here, but I will not take up time by having it read. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman from Ohio yield to me for a 
moment ? 

Mr. GARFIELD. For how long? 

Mr. SPRINGER. For five minutes, 

Mr. GARFIELD, Certainly. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I object to the swearing in of the 
gentleman from California in this case, although after examination of 
the papers presented to the Clerk of the House I do not see how he 
could have done otherwise than to place Mr. Pacheco’s name on the 
roll. It is not for the Clerk, who is merely a ministerial officer, to 
make any judicial decision in regard to the merits of the case. But 
the House has now full power over the question, and may, without 
reference, seat the contestant, or refer the whole question to a com- 
mittee, I desire, before the question shall be passed upon, that the 
attention of the House and country should be directed to the fact that 
although the certificate is regular upon its face, yet, as shown by the 
papers filed with the Clerk by the contestant, it is based entirely upon 
a forged election return from Monterey County, in California. 

That fact is admitted by the clerk of that county and certified to 
by him. It is also sworn to by two of three county canvassers of the 
county of Monterey, and the result of the election changed in the 
manner which has been pointed out by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Cox.] There is no excuse, no palliation, for the altera- 
tion of the returns, and the person who did it is amenable to the 
criminal laws of the United States. Therefore, I desire that this fact 
should be prongs to the attention of the House in order that the 
Committee of Elections may speedily determine this question upon 
its merits. If the Clerk had judicial power to examine the affidavits 
which Mr, Wigginton has placed in his hands he would have been 
authorized in refusing to place the name of Mr. Pacheco upon the 


roll. 

I hold that this fraud in the county of Monterey vitiates the gov- 
ernor’s certificate, and I believe that the Committee of Elections of 
this House, when they have considered the facts in the case, will so 
decide. Judge Black, in his celebrated article on the Electoral Com- 
mission, published in the North American Review, holds that fraud 
Vitiates everything. If the House will indulge me, I will ask the 
Clerk to read an extract from that opinion, 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Judge Clifford, the president of the commission, laid it down as a maxim of the 
common law, that»fraud vitiates whatever it touches, and proved it undeniably. 
Ho might have proved more, Itis not merely a maxim the common law ; tt 
belongs to all countries and all ages; no code can claim it exclusively; it pervades 
all systems of jurisprudence; it its home in every honest heart; it is the uni- 


versal sentiment of all just men; it applies to all human dealings, Judge Field 
looked in the face of the majority and told them plainly that their disregard of this 
great principle was “as shocking in morals as it was unsound in law,“ and wided : 


“Tt is elemen knowledge fraud vitiates all proceedings, even the most 
solemn ; that no form of words, no amount of ceremony, no solemnity of proceed- 
eee shield it from exposure or protect its structure from assault and destruc- 

Mr. SPRINGER. Theevidence submitted by Mr, Wigginton of the 
fraud in this case is conclusive; but asit is inconvenient for the House 
to consider it at this time, I am willing to let the case go upon its 
merits to the Committee on Elections. I will therefore withdraw 
the objection to the swearing in of the sitting member, and will offer 
no further objection to the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. GARFIELD. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD. Then I have not a word to say. I have allowed 
all the documents to be filed. I believe anything that will throw 
light upon the merits of the case ought to bein print. But I will 
just make this remark, that while it is true that fraud vitiates every- 
thing, it is not true that the allegation of fraud vitiates anything; 
and the mere allegation that there is fraud here does not vitiate this 
certificate. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is proven conclusively by the affidavits of the 
board of canvassers of Monterey County and by the certiticate of the 
sak of that county, which proofs are now in the possession of the 

ouse. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The Clerk put the name of this gentleman on 
the roll. In the main the action of the Clerk in making up the roll 
has been sustained by the House, and I take this opportunity to say 
that the other side of the House, in most of the cases which have 


been before us, have shown a liberality and justice for which they 


ought to be praised, and I for one am willing to give them the credit 
which is their due. 

The resolution offered by Mr. GARFIELD was adopted. 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PACHECO appeared and qualified by taking the oath prescribed 
by the act of July, 1862. . 

Mr. SPRINGER. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the certificate of the governor of California presented by Rouu- 
ALDO PACHECO, ther with the supplementary returns, certificates, and other 

pers on behalf of the contestant, Peter D. Wigginton, claiming a seat from the 

‘ourth congressional district of California, be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, with instructions to report upon the case at the earliest time practicable. 


Mr. GARFIELD, I have no objection to that resolution if it does 
not force this case out of its natural order by giving it priority over 
all others. If that is the usual form and the resolution merely gives 
the committee authority to act upon this case as upon all others, I 
have no objection. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The committee under this resolution will have 
control of the case, 

Mr. GARFIELD. I did not catch the precise language of the reso- 
lution and I wish to know if it compels action on the part of the 
committee on this case before any other. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be again read. 

The resolution was again : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the resolution is in the 
usual form. The Committee of Elections will have the right to take 
up the cases in whatever order they may determine. 

Mr. GARHiELD. I have no objection to the resolution. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I ask that all the papers in the case be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman mean in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD! 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir. 

e GARFIELD. Lask that the decision of the court be printed 


The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests that it will be better to have 
150 order made for printing the papers in the usual documentary 
‘orm. 
Mr. GARFIELD. That will save the spreading out of a large mass 
of documentary matter in the RECORD. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. I ask that the opinions of all the judges be 


printed. 

The SPEAKER. Under the order, all papers will be printed. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I desire that the opinion of the dissenting judges 
shall also be printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

The resolution offered by Mr. SPRINGER was adopted. 

Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine is recognized. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the House proceed to the consideration 
of the Colorado case. 

Mr. PACHECO. Lask the indulgence of the House for a short 
time. It may not be out of place to make a few remarks, as it 
seems to me 
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Mr. COX, of New York. I have no cients to the gentleman 
speaking, provided the contestant be heard also. 

Mr. PACHECO. I was going to allude to or to answer what has 
been said on the other side. 

The SPEAKER. There is nothing before the House other than the 
case from Colorado, which the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] 
proposes to call up. He offered a resolution the other day in refer- 
ence to the Colorado case which is now in order. 

REPRESENTATIVE FROM COLORADO. 

Mr. HALE. I present the certificate of election of Mr. James B. 
Belford, of Colorado, for the purpose of moving that he be sworn in 
asa member of this House and a Representative from the State of 
Colorado. I ask that the certificate be read. 

The Clerk read the certificate, as follows: 


CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION. 


Department, 38: 
I. John L. Routt, governor of the State of Colorado, aon A certify that, at an 
election held on the 3d day of October, A. D. 1876, James B. Belford received 13,249 


Congress o ede States. He is therefore hereby declared duly ep- 
resentative ingress. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of 
the State to be affixed, at the city of Denver, 6th day of November, 1876. 
[SRAL. JOHN L. RVUTT, Governor. 
By the governor: A 
WILLIAM. M. CLARK, 


Mr. HALE. Now, Mr. Speaker, it will be noticed that the certifi- 
cate carries with it every conceivable matter of form that may be* 
sought in a credential. Te bears the seal of the State and it is not 
disputed that it was signed by the governor of the State of Colorado, 
and it is not disputed that it recites sufficiently under the law of the 
State of Colorado the facts of the election. There is no rival certif- 
icate sent up here signed by anybody claiming to be governor of the 
State. There is no competing paper presented before this House to 
raise the question whether or not the gentleman who presents this 

aper shall be sworn in. He comes as each of us did who were sworn 
Ih without objection, a certificate in due form from the governor of 
his State in his hands. That certificate is made in the form which is 
provided by the law of the State of Colorado. The constitutional 
convention, the only body empowered by the organic act of Congress, 
declared in terms that the canvass — 5 which the certificate was 
based should be in the manner provided in tho territorial law, and 
that has been followed here. The certificate recites that James B. 
Belford received 13,249 votes, being a majority of all the votes cast 
for Representative in the Forty-fifth cw, Pee of the United States, 
and “that he is therefore hereby declared duly elected Representa- 
tive in said Con There is, then, no question in this case as to 
the form of the certificate and no question as to the canvass. What 
then is the objection? How e it that Mr. Belford fo-day sits 
upon the outer verge, although he presented a certificate to the Clerk 
of the House like those which members who have been sworn in 
brought. The objection made to his certificate by the Clerk and 
which I assume will be pressed here I shall briefly advert to, although 
I do not think it very essential in the decision of the prima facie case. 

The Clerk refused to place the name of Mr. Belford upon the list 
of members because the certificate recites that in the election held on 
the 3d of October, 1876, James B. Belford was duly elected, &c., and 
the Clerk knew of no law under which an election could be held on 
that day for Representative in Congres in the State of Colorado. 
Undonbtedly the general statute of the United States provides that 
the election of members of Congress shall be holden upon the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November. Thatis a familiarlaw, 
known to us all, and yet several States elect members of Congress at 

other times, and I venture to say that it would be difficult for a mem- 
ber upon this floor or the Clerk himself to tell where the law is to be 
found by which members come here who have been declared elected 
from Ohio in October and five members come here declared to have 
been elected from Maine in September. In this case of Colorado the 
duly constituted anthorities of the State have declared that the elec- 
tion was legally held and have certified the result. Now, what is the 
reason that the certificate was so issued jn this form to Mr. Belford and 
why did the State authorities assume its legality? The enabling act 
of the State of Colorado was poset by Congress on the 3d of March, 
1875. It provided for the full organization of a new State. It pro- 
vided for the Territory being transmuted into a State with all the 
owers and privileges of a State, and one of the constitutional privi- 
leses of a State is that it shall be represented upon this floor by one 
or more members. When a Territory is admitted as a State it ceases 
to have a territorial organization and to be represented upon this 
floor by a Delegate. The act of Congress of March 3, 1875, in terms 
clothes the constitutional convention with the power to fix the time 
of the early State elections. If gentlemen will look at the law they 
will find this. What does the constitution of Colorado say with refer- 
ence to this election? Article 7, section 7, provides as follows: 
The general election— 


Gentlemen will notice this— 

The general election shall be held on the first Tuesday of October in the years 
of aar 1 N 1877, 1878, and annually thereafter on such days as may be pre- 
se y law. 7 


And in section 16 of the schedule it is declared that “ the votes cast 
for Representative in Congress at the first election held under this 
constitution ”—to wit, in 1876—“ shall be canvassed and the result 
determined in the manner provided by the laws of the Territory for 
the canvass of votes for Delegate in Congress.” Mind you, this was 
in 1876. There was no time for an election for member of Congress 
to be provided for by any other body, for no legislature had then 
been elected by the people of Colorado to take this subject in hand 
and fix any day. 

It is not disputed here that that election was for filling the 
vacancy for the fragment of the term that was then expiring. Aud 
the House of Representatives of the Forty-fourth Con, after 
much trouble and tribulation, and in the waning days of the Con- 

, conceded that it was a valid election. The same provision of 

w that gave the member his seat for the fragment of the term in 
the Forty-fourth Congress goes further and provides that a general 
election shall take place for 1876, 1877, 1873 upon the same , the 
first Tuesday of October. Now, what is the scope and effect oft that, 
except that until the Legislature of Colorado intervenes and fixes a 
new day elections shall be held for Representatives in Congress as 
2 for any other officer coming under the term of “ general elec- 
tion 

And I hold that if no legislation intervenes in the State, then the 

eral election for member of Con in 1578 would be heid on the 

rst Tuesday of October. If this be not so, Congress must have pre- 

sumed upon an interregnum for the first session of this Congress, as 

nobody could fix the day of election in time for the first session of 
this Congress except the constitutional convention. 

The citizens of Colorado, acting upon this, met together upon the 
day fixed, the first Tuesday of October, and cast their votes for two 
candidates for carey) both for the fragment of the Forty-fourth 
Congress and for the entire term of the Forty-fifth Congress com- 
mencing on the 4th of March last. It was not an election that took 
place in the dark; it was not an election held under any doubtful 
circumstances. There is no odor of fraud whatever about it. The 
vote was large for the population of the Territory, and was to many 
the first demonstration that was satisfactory as to the number of its 
people. There were cast at that election for Mr. Belford 13,438 votes, 
and for Mr. Patterson, his competitor, 12,584; a clear majority for 
Mr. Belford of 854 votes. And Mr. Belford presents his case here and 
claims the right to be sworn in under the certificate of the governor 
to which I have referred, based upon the law which I have read here, 
and tbe reasoning upon which I am free to say I borrow largely from 
the clear opinion given in the letter of the present chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the United States Senate. To me the 
steps are clearly traced from the organic act to the constitutional 
convention; from the convention to the assembling of the people. 

And I have heard no claim that any of the votes of the 13,433 men 
who cast their ballots for Mr. Belford should be thrown out for 
fraud. None of us have forgotten the intense interest manifested in 
the earliest stage of that always-to-be-remembered presidential con- 
test of 1876; with what solicitude all eyes were strained and all atten- 
tion was bent upon the vote of Colorado. Little State as she was, new 
State as she was, it was known there that the two political parties 
were ppled hand to throat. We also remember how it was con- 
tended for days afterward that the party which finally we knew 
had been beaten there had carried the State. I remember day after 
day seeing the telegraphic reports that Mr. Patterson been 
elected Representative in Congress for both the fragmentary term of 
the Forty-fourth and the entire term of the Forty-fifth Congress. 
Nobody in Colorado or elsewhere thought of any question except that 
of the number of votes thrown. 

Now, so much for the law on which the governor has acted. He 
has interpreted that law, and I hold that upon the question prima 
JSacie of the right of Mr. Belford to be sworn in, there is no reason 
why this House should go beyond the interpretation of the governor in 
giving this certificate. You may unseat Mr. Belford after he has been 
sworn in because the governor has misconstrued the law. You may 
seat his competitor if he presents a good case, Such things have been 
done by every Congress. But the governor and the daly constituted 
authorities of Colorado have interpreted the law and have given 
this certificate reciting that at an election held on the 3d day of Octo- 
ber, Mr. Belford was duly elected. I hold here, Mr. Speaker, my own 
certificate with the broad seal of my State, and it recites that on the 
lith day of September, 1876, I was “duly chosen” by the people of 
the State of Maine as a Representative in the Congress of the United 
States. I fancy that the Clerk of this House never thought of inter- 
posing the objection that he did not know where the law could be 
found for that election. I also hold in my hand the certificate of 
election upon which the distinguished gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
SAYLER] was sworn in; and it declares that having received the 
largest number of votes for Representative in Congress for the first 
congressional district of the State of Ohio, he was on the 10th day of 
October, 1876, elected a Representative in Con The governor 
of Ohio interpreted the law; interpreted that it was a legal election; 
and he gave the certificate. It does not lie in the mouth of the 
Clerk of this House to raise the question (based upon his lack of 
knowledge of the law) where the authority comes from. And if it 
does not lie in the mouth of the Clerk, it does not lie with us on a 
prima facie case to keep Mr. Belford from being sworn in as a member 
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from Colorado any more than it would lie with this House to keep 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SaYLER] or myself cooling our heels in 
the cold at the doors of this House. 

What is the further history of this case? How was the question 
considered in Colorado? How was it considered by the gentleman 
who is Mr. Belford’s competitor? I hold in my hand a paper served 
upon Mr. Belford November 24, 1876. What is the heading? “Jn re 
contest of election. Thomas M. Patterson vs. James B. Belford, 
contestee.“ It had not entered into the mind of man; it had 
not then been conceived by the gentleman most interested in dis- 
parng Mr. Belford’s right to the seat, that there was any opportunity 
for a 5 in Congress except as a regular contestant of a regularly 
certified member. 

What more f I hold here a document dated March 20, 1877— 
sixteen days after the life of this Congress began; sixteen days after 
the old Congress expired and adjourned. Ey law the making up of 
the roll is left to the Clerk in vacation. By law the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, taking that roll from the Clerk, is authorized to issue pay cer- 
tificates to members elected and to pay them from month to month 
during the recess. Now Task the Clerk to read this document issued 
from the office of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and signed by him, sixteen 
days after this Congress came into life, upon a roll made up by the 
Clerk of this House, who later declared that Mr. Belford had no 
right to a seat. Let the Clerk read that document; and I beg mem- 
bers to listen to it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Will the gentleman have read also the 
notice of contest to which he has referred. 

Mr. HALE. It may take too long. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

OFFICE OF SERGEANT-AT-A RMS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, March 20, 1877. 

Dear Sm: Inclosed find nine certificates, which please sign as indicated by pencil, 
and return same to me that I may send to you your monthly salary as a member of 
the Forty-fifth Congress. The salary becomes due on the 4th of each month; and 
you will therefore receive draft for the same in due time thereafter. These cer- 
tificates cover the salary from March to November, inclusive; but the November pay 
will be retained here, ready for you upon yourarrival. A receipt to the Se nt- 
at-Arms will accompany each draft, which please sign and return. The certificates 
= the Soruna Baca “ 4 

N JOHN G. THOMPSON, 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 


Hon. J. B. BELFORD, 


Mr. HALE. That is the same notice that every one of us received 
from the Sergeant-at-Arms, who takes his roll, as thè law requires 
that he should, from the Clerk. So that at least up to March 20, of 
the present year, there had not entered into the minds of any House 
official so much as a suspicion that Mr. Belford was not entitled to 
be sworn in asa member. The truth is that the order of proceeding 
in this case has been changed since; and that, by the way, is the 
reason why a little laugh, in which I could not help joining myself, 
was gotten up the other day upon the resolution which I sent to the 
Clerk’s desk, providing for Mr. Patterson’s name being strack off the 
roll. I found it difficult to keep up with the Clerk in his chan 
At one time, thinking there would be a contest,but that Mr. Belford 
would be sworn in, in accordance with that document issued from the 
office of the Sergeant-at-Arms, I had prepared a resolution so that if 
any member objected to the admission of Mr. Belford I might move 
that he be sworn in. Then we were told that his name had been left 
off the roll, and Mr. Patterson’s name put on. So I drew the resolution 
declaring that Mr. Patterson’s name should be taken off, and Mr. 
Belford’s put on. Before I could modify that resolution the Clerk had 
changed again and had concluded not to put either name upon the 
roll. I venture to my Shee if the gentleman who is the Clerk of this 
House, and who I am bound to say in nearly every instance excepting 
this has shown a disposition to act fairly and above party—I am 
bound to state my belief that if he could have had the serene con- 
templation which comes from retiring with closed and locked doors 
to his own room for another hour, unhampered and uninfiuenced by 
solicitation from the o ite side, he would have put the name of 
Mr. Belford on the roll as he authorized the Sergeant-at-Arms to do 
on the 20th of last March; and I should not now be taking up the 
time of the Honse in asking that Mr. Belford be sworn in, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. In justice to the Clerk, I beg leave to 
state on my own personal knowledge that neither Mr. Patterson nor 
Mr. Belford’s name was ever on the roll. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman from Virginia knows a good deal, but 
it is, even for him, assuming a great deal to declare that he knows 
the actual condition of the Clerk’s roll at every moment of time from 
the 20th of March down to the day when this House assembled. 

Mr. SPRINGER, Will the gentleman yield to me a moment? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, I will yield for anything or for anybody. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I am informed by the Sergeant-at-Arms that 
these notices which were sent out were based upon the list of mem- 
bers found in Ben: Perley Poore’s official Congressional Directory, 
and were simply printed circulars sent to everybody whose name 
was found there as epg, poen elected. The Sergeant-at-Arnis, 
however, has not sent to Mr. Belford the certificates of pay men- 
tioned in that circular. 

Mr. HALE, That is a striking tribute to the knowledge and fore- 
sight of that veteran journalist, Major Poore. Mr. Thompson, the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, a potential voice and manager in bis party, instead of 


ping to the Clerk’s roll, which by law he is obliged to do, took his 
ist of the members to whom he should send the Goverument's money 
from the Congressional Directory! 

Mr. SPRINGER. He did not act upon it. 

Mr. HALE. If that affords the gentleman any satisfaction he is 
welcome to it. : 

Mr. SPRINGER. He did not send him any pay; he only sent him 


that printed notice in the general way I have indicated. 

Mr. HALE. I wonder how many outside ies who were not 
elected had sent to them this notice of the 20th of March last. Tho 
truth is there had been no intention on the part of anybody to con- 
test the right of Mr. Belford to be sworn in. The memory of the 
contest was in every man’s mind. The people of Colorado had passed 
upon it. Their Representative was here demanding a seat, and the 
poopie of Colorado remembered how, in the last session of the Forty- 

ourth Congress, they stood under the ban of this House’s displeasure, 
or the ban of the displeasure of its majority, so that no man was able 
from that State even to present a bill; that it was neither called 
upon Monday morning as a Territory or as a State, and with its suf- 
fering interests lying neglected they were obliged to resort to the 
favor and friendship of members upon this side to introduce bills and 
urge measures for them. 3 believed, and they had a right to be- 
lieve, that when the Forty-fifth Congress assembled the action finally 
tardily taken by the Forty-fourth Congress would be accepted and 
their Representative would be sworn in on this floor as you and I, 
sir, were sworn in. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I should like to ask the gentleman from Maine 
a 18 

Ir. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Was not the question presented in the last 
Congress whether Colorado was a State in the Union or not, and is 
not the question now presented whether Mr. Belford was elected to 
Congress or not? 

Mr. HALE. Precisely; and they were entitled to representation 
months before this House saw fit to admit their Representative, and 
when he was admitted in the waning days of the Congress it was 
done by such an overwhelming majority that it was confession that 
for some cause or other Colorado had been kept out without law or 


reason. 

Mr. HOUSE. Do I understand the gentleman from Maine to as- 
sert that the Clerk of this House ever put upon his roll either of the 
claimants from Colorado ? 

Mr. HALE. I am not in the confidence of the Clerk. 

Mr. HOUSE. I am authorized to state that neither name was 
ever put upon the Clerk’s roll. 

Mr. HALE. I have made no arraignment of the Clerk. I have 
taken occasion to say, what I was pleased to say, that in making up 
the roll, except in this case, we found him fairer and better than we 
thought he would be. Iam glad to give him this testimonial. I say 
here in this case he did assume to himself authority of objection 
based npon his own statement of ignorance of law as to the election 
in Colorado, for which he had no warrant. 

I thought then, and I say it now, that his course in this case was 
an instance of what may happen when gentlemen, perhaps more 
inclined to usurpation than the present Clerk, get into his place. It 
may be, if no legislation is adopted by this Congress, that in a'l time 
to come it will be impossible te organize a House of Representatives 
which is close against an old Clerk. It may be impossible to organize 
it against a Clerk who has personal reasons and desires again to be a 
candidate at the hands of his party and desires votes. It may be 
impossible to seat the peopie’s Representatives at any time when the 
Clerk chooses to mer them out for any reason good and sufficient to 
him. That I say, aud that I maintain. I have made no arraignment 
of the Clerk. I do not know that he ever had Mr. Belford’s name on 
his list. We heard that he had, and when I read that notice from 
the Sergeant-at-Arms I felt that his name was upon it or the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms would not have sent the notice to Mr. Belford. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in urging this matter of prima facie right upon 
a duly accredited certificate from the authorities of Colorado I not 
only speak for the member who asks his seat here, but for all the 
people of Colorado; for in the change from territorial condition to 
that of a State there are many matters which need*attention, and 
prompt attention. The wants of this people should be given as much 
precedence in time as those of any people in any other State. These 
dwellers in the far west, by the action of the last House, were ex- 
cluded from this floor and from the domain of Federal representation, 
They now have a right to be represented here, and I beg the gentle- 
men upon the other side of the House—good lawyers, and there are 
plenty of them; fair men, and there are plenty of them, as was shown 
yesterday, and, as I am glad to say, has been often shown in times 
past—not to do the injustice here of disfranchising this State by send- 
ing these papers to the Committee of Elections, thereby declaring 
that Mr. Belford stands in no better condition as a Representative 
on his credentials than Mr. Patterson, who has not credentials or a 
certificate from any authorized power in the State of Colorado. I 
have reason to hope for such a result. 

Mr. Speaker, it was my lot in my early experience here to serve with 
you upon the Committee of. Elections. Indeed, sir, we were upon the 
same sub-committee ; and it was a matter of equal pride with you and 
with me that democrats, as well as republicans, upon our report, were 
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seated upon this floor, because the law and the facts gave them the 
seats. We never, in our experience, dared to recommend that this 
House should lift itself above the duly-authorized certificate of the 
undisputed executive power of a State and hold a man out at arms- 
length, keeping him from this floor and disfranchising his constitu- 
ents. And it is a matter with me of pride that I can refer to that 
record. These temptations, which last for the day, to give a party 


friend some advantage, are things that come back in time to trouble 
us. I donot deny that some and many —— have taken place on 
this floor in years past at the hands of this side of the House under 
such temptations. But this House is starting out with the claim of 
fairness upon what is called an ert of reconciliation. It can afford 
to be just. It can afford to regard the law. It can afford to regard 
principle in this case. I have never heard it stated better in refer- 
ence to the potentiality of the certificate of the governor or duly- 
constituted authorities of a State upon a prima facie case than it was 
stated yesterday by the eloquent gentleman from Texas [ Mr. MILLS] 
when he said: 

© have to upon the law and the facts as jud; not as partisans. 
The line of 2 unbroken— me 

I still read from the remarks of the gentleman from Texas— 


unless it may have been broken during the storm a prana; that the man holdin; 
the certificate of the governor of his State is enti to his seat on the floor un 
it is decided that he was not duly elected. 


The House accepted that proposition by a large majority, and he is 
a bold man who seeks to countervail its action. And this case is pre- 
cisely as a case as that was upon which the gentleman from 
Texas spoke, with the exception that here the Clerk failed to put 
upon the roll of the Honse the name of Mr. Belford as the Represent- 
ative, when his certificate should have carried him through our 
doors up to the steps of your seat, sir, where he should have been 
sworn in days ago. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I rise to offer a substitute for the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from Maine, 

Mr. HALE. I desire to say that what I offered was not in the form 
of a resolution. It is only a motion. 

Mr. HARRIS, of A some I ask that my resolution be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the certificate po by James B. Belford, and tho certified 
abstracts of votes cast upon the 7th day of November, 1876, for Representative to 
the Forty-fifth Congress, and accompanying pepas ‘presented by Thomas M. Pat- 
terson, upon which each claims the office of resentative to the Forty-fifth Con- 
gress of the United States from the State of Colorado, be referred to the Committee 
of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, with instructions to said committee to re- 
port either as to the prima facie right or final right of said claimants as the com- 
— . shall deem proper, and that neither claimant be sworn in until said committee 
repo: 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask in behalf of the contestant, Hon. 
Thomas M. Patterson, that his memorial and protest, which I send to 
the desk, be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


To the honorable House of Representatives 
of the Forty i Congress of the United States: 

The undersigned most respectfully represents that, in accordance with the stat- 
ute law of Colorado and also with section 25 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, which provide as follows: The Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
November in the year 1276 is established as the day in each of the States and Ter- 
ritories of the United States for the election of ps eyeing bo and Delegates to 
the Forty-fifth Congress,” an election was held ın the State of Colorado for Repre- 
sentative to the Forty-tifth Congress from the said State. 

That prior to the said Tuesday next after the first Monday in November,” to 
wit: upon the 14th day of September, A. D. 1876, the secretary of state of the 
State of Colorado, issued the lamations from his office as required by law, 
guns for the said election, and which proclamations were in the exact words fol- 

wing: 


“ ELECTION NOTICE. 
“To the Sheriff of County, greeting : 

“You are hereby notified, that in accordance with the provisions of section 25 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States an election will be held upon 
Tuesday, the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, in the several precincts of your 
county as now provided by law, at which time there will be elected a Represent- 
ative from the State at large for the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States. 
As soon as convenient after the receipt of this notification, you will cause public 
proclamation of the same to be made, aa directed by law. in the several voting pre- 
cincts of your county, including therein such county and precinct officers as are 
required by law to be chosen at said election, 

“In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the great seal of 
5 to be affixed at the city of Denver this 14th day of September, A. D. 


[SBAL.] “JOHN TAFFE, 

“ Secretary of State.” 

That in pursuance of the said proclamation the sheriffs of the several counties, 
as they were therein commanded, caused notices to be duly published in the sey- 
eral newspapers of their respective counties notifying the electors that 
Tuesday, the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876," an election would be held at their 
several precinets for the purpose of electing one Representative from the State at 
large to the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States. 

That in pursuance of the said several proclamations an election was duly and 
legally held in the several counties of said State, and at which election over four 
thousand votes were cast for said tative to the Forty-fifth Con and 
of which votes the undersigned received over thirty-seven hundred, and all other 
candidates not quite three hundred. 

That in eleven counties of the said State the votes cast therein at said eloction 
were regularly and legally canvassed by its of county canvassers, and the 


result in each declared; and the county clerks of said connties, as by law required. 
thereupon transmitted to the secretary of state abstracts of the votes cast at said 
election in their respective counties; and the undersigned produces to this House 
copies of said abstracts of votes certified to by the said secretary of state and un- 
der the great seal of the State, which show that at the said election of November 
7, the undersigned received 2,377 votes, and James B. Belford 79 votes, and all 


from the said eleven counties and the governo 
the undersigned a certificate of his election, notwitstanding the fact that the proc- 
lamation pe said secretary of state for the said election had been made and 


Wherefore the undersigned, in accordance with the precedenta established b 
the House of 8 of the United States, presents a certified copy of the 
proc! on of the said secretary of state calling the said election for the 7th day 
of November A. D. 1876; also certitied abstracts from the sworn testimony of the 
governor of said State, showing that he advised and counseled the issuing of said 
proclamations ; also certified copies of the said abstracts of votes from the office of 
the secretary of state, under the seal of the State, showing that the under- 
rise was ly and duly elected as Representative to the 8 Congress 
of the United States; and he 5 requests that he be dec 

the seat in this House from the State of Colorado, and that he may hold the same 
pending the final determination of the contest from said State. 

And the und ed further e that the claims and preten- 
sions of James B. Belford toa seat in this Honse as the Representative from tho 
State of Colorado are wholly without authority or color of Jaw, and are based u 
a deliberate .rand, and are the outgrowth of a conspiracy to secure the aaid pt ye 
the said James B. Belford, in violation of the rights of the people of said State and 
of the undersigned ; and in eee ahd of said e the undersigned states the fol- 
lowing fac of which are fully proxed by the testimony taken in said contest 
roca mr on with the Clerk of this House, and which facts are wholly uncon- 

eted: 

1. The certificate of election presented by the said James B. Belford is pred- 
icated upon an election claimed to have been held npon the 3d day of October, A. 
D. 1876, a day unknown to the laws of the United States or of the State of Colo- 
rado for such a purpose, 

2. Neither the secretary of state of said State nor the sheriffs of the several 
counties thereof issued any proclamation for an election of resentative to the 
Forty-fifth Congress upon the said 3d day of October; 5 5 6 contrary, these 
officers gave notice that an election would be held upon said day for a Representa- 
tive for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress only, and that a Repre- 
os y 7 — rty-fifth Congress would be elected upon the 7th day of Novem- 

r, A. D. 5 
3. The governor of said State, (who issued to Mr. Belford his certificate of elec- 
tion based upon an election claimed to have been held upon the said 3d day of 
October.) the United States district attorney for said State, and other State ofi- 
cials, all of whom belong to the same political organization with the said James B. 
Belford, advised, counseled, and directed the issuing of the said proclamations by 
the secretar, of state calling the said election upon the 7th day of November, 1876. 

4. Notwithstanding the said two proclamations of the secretary of state and of the 
sheriffs of the several counties—the one calling for an clection for a Representa- 
tive to the Forty-fourth Congress only upon the 3d day of October, A. D. 8 
and the other for a Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress upon the 7th day o 
November, A. D. 1876—the chairman of the Terol State central committee of 
said State, some four weeks before the said 3d day of October. caused the repub- 
lican tickets for the entire State to be secretly 3 and circulated, and there 
was placed thereon the name of James B. Belford to be voted for, for both the 
8 and Forty-fifth Congresses, at the same election. 

5. This action of the republican State central committee of said State with refer- 
ence to the said tickets did not come to the knowledge of the democratic State 
central committee until less a week before the said election of October 3d; 
and then, knowing that the political friends of the said Bolford composed tho 
board of canvassers of said State and that the governor of said State was also his 
paaie friend, the chairman of the said democratic committee, out of due caution, 

but without any understanding, express or implied, that votes cast for Repre- 
sentative to the Forty-fifth Cougress w the said 3d day of October drt be 
valid) endeavored to have the name of the 5 laced upon the demo- 
cratic tickets of that election for both the Forty- and Forty-fifth Con- 


6. During all of the time above referred to the undersigned was absent in the 
canvass in the mountain regions of said State, and away from railroad and tele- 
graphic communications, and was wholly ignorant of what was transpiring with 
reference to the said tickets, and he did not learn of the same until two days before 
the said election ; and during the whole of his said canvass the undersigned, relying 
upon the said proclamations of the said secretary of state and of the sheriffs of the 
several counties thereunder, and knowing that the Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November” was the day fixed by the laws of the United States for the 
election of a gx ong ys to the Forty- Congress, in nearly every s 
that he made, advised his auditors of tho said fact, and that a Representative to 
the aed pe Congress only was to be voted for upon the said day of Octo- 
ber; and he also, on two ons during said canvass, supervised the printing of 
tickets in distant counties of said State, and in so doing caused his name to be 
placed thereon for the Forty-fourth Congress only. 

7. On acconnt of the foregoing facts the votes cast for the undersigned, on the 
said 3d day of October, for Representative to the Forty-fifth C were far 
below what he would otherwise have received, and they fell many hundreds short 
of the number of votes received by him for Representative to the Forty-fourth 
Congress at the same election; and all statements of votes to the contrary aro 
untrue, as the undersigned has fully established in the evidence taken in said 
contest, and now on file with the Clerk of this House. 

8. As an evidence that neither political in raid State, nor the said James 
B. Belford, nor the undersigned, upon the ` y of October, A. D. 1876, or prior 
thereto, believed that an election could legally be held upon that day for Repro- 
sentative to the Forty-fifth Con, , the republican State central committee of 
said State, upon the 10th day of October, A. D. 1876, (or seven days after the said 
clection,) iss ed an address to the republican voters of the State urging them to 
organize and register for the said election of the 7th day of November; and at 
Foeke no other officer was to be elected than the Representative to the Forty- 

ngross. 

9 At a private meeting of the political friends of the said James B. Belford 
held in the city of Denver upon the 12th and 13th days ef October, A. D. 1876, an 
at which ‘meeting were present the said James B. Belford, Hon. John L. Routt, 
governor of said State, Hon. Joseph Wilson, chairman of tho republican State cen- 
tral committee, and other leading members of the same political organization, it 
was determined for the first time that the said James B. Belford should no longer 
continue as a candidate for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress, to be voted 
for at the then pending election of November 7; but before public notice was made 
of that fact an understanding was had with the governor of said State that he 


1877. 


wonld issue the certificate of election to the said James B. Belford as Representa- 
tive to the Forty-fifth Congress, based upon tho said election of October 3, and also 
with the then acting secretary of state that a proclamation would be issued re- 
voking the proclamation then outstanding calling for the said election of November 
7. And thereupon, upon the 14th day of October, A D. 1876, it was announced for 
tho first time, th h the chairman of the republican State central committec, that 
Mr. Belford was no longer a candidate to be voted for at the then pending No- 
vember election, and through the said chairman all ublicans were advised to 
refrain from voting at the said election and to ignore and condemn the same. 

10, In almost every instance the clerks of the counties in whieh no county can- 
vass was had of the votes cast therein upon the said 7th day of November were 
members of the same political organization with the said James B. Belford, and, 
as the undersigned ves, the said clerks so refused to canvass said votes, as by 
law they were required, on account of the said address issned by said chairman of 
the republican central committee, withdrawing Mr. Belford as a candidate and 
VVV participation in the said 


11. The certificate of election presented to this House by the said James B. Bel- 


not been legally elected as Representa- 
the said vernor thus admitting, in the most 


menner, credentials of the said James B. Belford were issued 


80! 
in violation of 


law for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congresa upen said 3d day of Octo- 
ber, but that such Representative could only be elected upon the said 7th day of 
November, to wit: * 

Tho governor of said State; 

The secretary of said State; 

The Attorney-General of the United States; 

The United States district attorney for said State; 

‘The United States marshal for State; 

The United States internal-revenue collector for said State; 


John W. Jenkins, ex-secretary of the Territory, and then counsel for the 


H 
of this House. 
THOMAS M. PATTERSON. 
Mr. SPRINGER. In view of the fact that there are several gen- 
tlemen who desire to speak in this case, and as the hour is somewhat 
Jate and an adjournment over has been ordered when we do adjourn, 
until Saturday next, I hope the House will adjourn now, and allow 
the consideration of the case to be continued. No committees have 
been appointed, and no prejudice can be done to either of the parties 
to the contest. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The SPEAKER. Pending that motion the Chair will lay some re- 
quests before the House. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was given to Mr. MaYHAM 
ryt Monday next, and to Mr. WHiTTHORNE indefinitely on account 
0 ess. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 


On motion of Mr. COOK, by unanimous consent, leave was given 
to withdraw from the files of the House the memorial and accom- 
panying documents in the case of James Johnson, of Georgia, there 

ing no adverse report thereon. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Copies, of course, will be kept. 

The SPEAKER. That will be done according to the usual practice. 

On motion of Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimous consent, leave was 
given to withdraw from the files papers in the case of George A. Sut- 
ter for reference to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The motion of Mr. SPRINGER was be ae to; and accordingly (at 
four o’clock p. m.) the House adjourned until Saturday next. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: : 

By Mr. BLO : The petition of the city of Macon, Georgia, to 
have refunded to said city $4,545.47, money collected as taxes from 
said 1 United States officials under the act of Congress taxing 
banks, bankers, and banking corporations—to the Committee of 


Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. ERREIT: The petition of 400 workingmen of Pittsburg 
Pennsylvania, for an appropriation to enable them to emigrate to an 
oceupy the public lands as cultivators—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of the letter-carriers of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
for an increase of their salaries—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of 5,000 citizens of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for 
an increase of the salaries of the letter-carriers of said city—to the 
same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr, GARDNER: The petition of T. Worthington, for compen- 
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sation for services rendered the United States at Comp Dennison, 
Ohio—to the Committee on War Claims, when appoint i 
By Mr. GOODE: The petition of Dr, A. G. Tebault, for compensa- 
tion for medical services and for medicines furnished to refugees, freed- 
men, and others—to the same committee, when appointed. 
By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of the letter-carriers of 
Hoboken, New Jersey, for an increase of their salaries—to the Com- 


mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 


Also, the 
salaries of the letter-carriers of said city be in 
commit when appointed. 

By Mr. RRIS, of Virginia: Six petitions, signed respectively by 
Pickerell & Brooks; David B. Tennant; Virginia Taylor, executrix of 
Joseph Taylor, deceased; J. Chieves, surviving partner of Chieves 
& Osborn; Alexander Donnan, administrator of David Dunlap, de- 
ceased; and R. A. Young & Brother, that they be paid the net pro- 
ceeds of the sale of tobacco seized and sold by United States officials 
as captured and abandoned property—to the Committee on War 
ee e ed tively by William H. Harriso 

two petitions, si respectively by William H. n 

and Richard M. Bartik tor compensation for done to their 

roperty by the United States Army after the cessation of hostilities 

tween the confederate and Federal armies—to the same committee, 
when appointed. 

By Mr. HENDEE: The petition of Mrs. Olivia C. Reed, of Charles- 
town, Vermont, for an extension of a patent for an improvement in 
handcuffs—to the Committee on Patents, when appointed. 

By Mr. PRIDEMORE: The petition of W. P. Burwell, for compen- 
sation for tobacco lost through the agency of United States revenue 
officials—to the Committee of Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. STEVENS: The petition of A. P. K. Safford, governor, and 
other officials of the Territory of Arizona, that the United States 
marshal of that Territory be paid the same fees and mileage that 
sheriffs of said Territory now receive—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, when appointed. 


tition of citizens of Jersey City, New Jersey, that the 
creased. the same 


IN SENATE, 
THURSDAY, October 18, 1877. 


Prayer by Rev. Maurice D. EDWARDS, of Saint Paul, Minnesota. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, transmitting the report of a board of inquiry 
appointed by the Secretary of the Interior to examine into the causes 
of the fire which destroyed a part of the Interior Department build- 
ing on the 24th of last month; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report of the Secre of the Navy set- 
ting forth the particulars with reference to the existing deficiencies 
in the Navy Department; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. CONKLING. I present three several petitions, numerously 
signed by letter-carriers, one from the city of Albany, one from the 
city of Rochester, and one from the city of Brooklyn, in the State of 
New York, setting forth the hardships, as they are deemed, of the 
present adjustment of compensation, and saying that $1,200 a year is 
reasonable, I move the reference of these petitions to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented the petition of M. Chatfield and 
others, letter-carriers of the city of Bloomington, Illinois, praying for 
an increase of compensation ; which was referred to the Co: tt eo 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of George 
Hart and others, letter-carriers of the city of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
praying for an increase of compensation ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of J. W. Johnson and others, citi- 
zens of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase of compen- 
sation to letter-carriers; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, presented the petition of Christian C. Bow- 
ers, widow of Giles Bowers, of Walton County, Florida, 8 com- 
pensation for property appropriated by United States forces during 
the late war; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Archibald McDonald, of Walton 
County, Florida, praying compensation for.property appropriated 
by United States forces during the late war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of James A. Robinson and 
others, letter-carriers of the city of Brooklyn, New York, praying for 
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an increase of compensation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Ottives and Post-Roads. 

Mr, DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented the petition of W. P. Win- 
cher and others, letter-carriers of the city of Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia, praying for an increase of compensation ; which was referred to 
the Comniittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONOVER presented the petition of Charles H. Bohn and others, 
citizens of Saint Augustine, Florida, praying for a donation of public 
lands for the pu of a public library; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. BOOTH presented the petition of Charles H. Smith and others, 
letter-carriers of San Francisco, California, praying for an increase of 
compensation ; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of Richard B. Reed and others, 
letter-carriers of Salem, Massachusetts, praying for an increase of com- 

msation; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 

ost-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Moses Church and others, letter- 
carriers of the city of Worcester, Massachusetts, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Edwin A. Howe and others, letter- 
carriers of the city of Lowell, Massachusetts, praying for an increase 
of compensation; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Oftices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the Ligaen of J. D. E. Jones and others, busi- 
ness men of the city of Worcester, Massachusetts, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation to letter-carriers ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. RANDOLPH presented a resolution passed at a meeting of the 
Board of Trade of the City of Newark, New Jersey, in favor of the 
repeal of the preseut bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PADDOCK presented the petition of Philip A. Bergguist and 
others, letter-carriers of the ciy of Omaha, Nebraska, praying for 
an increase of compensation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. EATON presented the petition of William H. Haynes and 
others, letter-carriers of the city of New Haven, Connecticut, pray- 
ing for an increase of compensation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BAYARD. I beg leave to introduce a bill to re-organize the 
judiciary of the District of Columbia and to expedite the adminis- 
tration of justice in the District. I will state that this bill has been 
the result of consultations of the bar association of the District, and 
J understand is a measure matured by their experience with reference 
to their needs. I ask for the commitment of the bill to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, 

By unanimous consent, leave was nted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 36) to re-organize the judiciary of the District of Columbia and 
to expedite the administration of justice in said District; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a biil (S. No. 37) for the relief of George P. Ihrie, late a 
paymaster of the United States Army; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 38) to carry into etfect the tenth article of the 
treaty with the Pottawatomie Indians of February 27, 1867; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 39) to make certain payments to the Pottawatomie 
Indians; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 40) to authorize the President to restore George W. 
Smith to his former rank in the Army; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
tò introduce a bill (S. No. 41) prescribing an oath of office; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Ile also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 42) granting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 
ors of the war with Mexico, and the widows of deceased soldiers; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. e: 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 43) providing for taking testimony and collecting 
information to be used by Congress; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DORSEY asked. and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 44) for the relief of Henry Ware, of Lonis- 
iana; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 

* 


leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 45) to extend the provisions of the 
act entitled “An act for the final adjustment of private land claims 
in the States of Florida, Louisiana, and Missouri, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved June 22, 1860; which wasread twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr, CHRISTIANCY (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 46) to enlarge the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court of Claims, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 47) for the relief of Eva Vansant, Henry Carle- 
ton, and Maude Carleton, children of General Jamcs H. Carleton; 
8 was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

ims. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. MAXEY, it was 


Ordered, That the papers of the Houston, Trinity, and Tyler Railroad Com 
of Texas be takon from tho files and referred to the Committee on Claims. arid 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of J. R. D. Morrison be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. WITHERS, it was 


Ord That the papers in the case of the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal 
Company be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. KERNAN, it was 


Ordered, That the claim of John P. Crosby, executor, be taken from the files 
and reforred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. COCKRELL, it was 


Ordered, That the petitionand papers of George E. P: be taken f th 
files and referred to the Committee | 1 Claims. pee Pattee 


On motion of Mr. BECK, it was 


Ordered, That the petition, bill, and other papers of Rosa Vertner Jeffrey, of 
Kentucky, be taken from the files and refe: to the Committee on Claims. 

Ordered, That the petition and other papers of Elizabeth Carson, of Kentucky, 
be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. GORDON, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of the Mechanics and Traders“ Bank of 
New Orleans vs. The United States be taken from the files and referred to ihe 
Committee on Claims. 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of the New Orleans Gas Light Company 
8 United States be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on 

ms. 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Michael Granary, Nicholas Wax, and 
M. Lange, of Baton ige, Lonisiana, vs. The United States be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Ordered, That the papers iu the case of Thomas M. Simmons, of New Orleans, 
Lonisiana, vs. The United States be taken from the files and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, 


On motion of Mr. ALLISON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of the heirs of John Rico 
. — be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Private Land 


ACCOUNTS OF TITE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I send to the desk a resolution 
which I wish to have read, and then I wish to submit a few remarks 


upon it. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas, there appear to be material differences, alterations, and discrepancies 
in the official finance reports of the Treasury Department as to the annual expend- 
itures, receipts of the Government, and public debt, and particularly in the re- 
ports of 1869 to 1872, inclusive, which differences, discrepancies, changes, and 
alterations involve many millions of dollars and no explanation appears in said 
reports for the same: Therefore, 

it resolved, That a committee of five be 5 to investigate the finance 
reports, books, and accounts of the Treasury Department, particularly with ref- 
erence to differences, discrepancies, and alterations in amounts and figures that 
have been made in them, especially in the annual statements of the expenditures 
of the Government, revenue collected, and the public debt, contained in said 
reports; and if any such differences, discrepancies, and alterations be found to 
exist, to report the sume, and the extent and nature thereof, the years wherein 
they occur, by what authority made, if any, the reasons that indu them, and to 
report generally such other and further information bearing upon the subject as 
to them may seem best; and that said committee have power to send for persons 
and papers, to take testimony, to employ stenographers and such clerical assist- 
ance as they may deem necessary, and leave to sit during the session of the Senate; 
and that the expenses atiending this investigation shall be paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers approved by the committee. 


Mr. MORRILL. I think that resolution had better go over until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, I do not ask for the passage of the 
resolution to-day, but I wish tosubmit a few remarks upon it. I know 
well that a resolution of this kind ought not to pass on the same day 
that it is introduced; but it ought to be printed in order to give all 
Senators an opportunity of seeing what it is. A similar resolution 
has been introduced by myself at previous Congresses, and all the 
power that I have been possessed of has been used in attempting to 
secure the passage of such a resolution through the Senate. It has been 
rejected several times. I believe now, as I did previously, that the 
facts as contained in the resolution, and the figures made and pre- 
sented by myself to the Senate a few ) cars ago, exist, and that there 
are material alterations, discrepancies and changes, and I might say 
forced balances, in the Treasury acconnts, 

The desire that Ihave this morning is that the resolution be printed 
and lio upon the table so that at some future day, not very distavt, 
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perhaps, I may call it up and submit some remarks, and ask the Sen- 
ate to upon it. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be printed and lie 
on the table. 
WRECKS IN HARBOR OF PENSACOLA. 


Mr. JONES, of Florida, submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and 2 
Resol: That the of War be, and he is hereby, directed to communi- 


ned, Secretary 
cate to the Senate his opinion in regard to the 8 and probable cost o: 
removing the sunken wrecks at the entrance of the harbor of Pensacola, Florida. 


SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. There comes over as the unfinished 
business of yesterday the resolution offered by the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN, ] which, with the pending amendment, will be 


read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows : 

Resolved, That Henry M Spofford, whose credentials as Senator from the State 
£ Louisiana havo been this day read, be now sworn and admitted as such Sena- 

r. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is the amendment 
proposes by the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. MircHELL,] which will 


The CHIEF CLERK. The amendment is to strike out all after the 
word “resolved,” in the resolution, and insert: 


That the credentials of Henry M. Spofford. claiming to be a Senator from the 
State of Louisiana, be referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Onthat amendment, Mr. President, I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should be glad to hear my friend from Ohio 

[Mr. TAURMAN] explain the state of this present question and show 
us if there be any difference between these credentials and those that 
have already been sent, as not involving the same question at the 
last session, to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. I should 
like to have it stated so that I can understand it, as I was not here at 
the special session. 
Mr. THURMAN, The Senator from Vermont, I am quite sure, has 
as full and ample information on the subject of the elections or so- 
called elections of Senators from the State of Louisiana as I have. 
My knowledge is principally what may be called historical, that kind 
of which Senators take notice, and no one has insisted on that knowl- 
edge more strongly than the Senator from Vermont. 

We know that last January there were in the State of Louisiana 
two bodies, each claiming to be the Legislature of that State. We 
know that one of them p ed to elect, as they said, Mr. Kellogg. 
We know that the other body proceeded to vote regularly, eons 
to the act of Congress, without coming to any election, until at lengt 
the Legislature which professed to have elected Mr. Kellogg became 
merged in the other Legislature—at least all of its members who were 
clearly entitled to be members of the Legislature of that State. And 
we know further that this Legislature thus composed of the legiti- 
mately elected members who were contained in both the ed 
Legislatures that existed before they came together has been recog- 
nized as the Legislature of the State of Louisiana by all her courts 
and by all her people, and is so recognized to-day. 

We know that this Legislature was complete in its organization and 
membership, and that but three members were absent; that it pro- 
ceeded to the election of a Senator, coming regularly and strictly 
within the act of Congress; and that Mr. Spofford received all the 
votes of that assembly with the exception of thirteen; that he was 
elected not simply by the votes of the democratic members of that 
assembly, but that he received an immense majority of the votes of 
the republican members of that assembly. That we know. Weknow 
that he comes here elected by the only body that has been recognized 
in that State as the Legislature of Louisiana since the last election for 
members of the Legislature. We know he comes here with the certifi- 
cate of the only man who is recognized as the governor of that State; 
that his certificate is attested by the only man who is recognized as 
or pretends to be the secretary of state of that Commonwealth; and 
that he comes here under the undisputed seal of that great State. 

These are his rights to be admitted to a seat in this body, and it 
does seem to me that they are too clear to be gainsaid, and too clear 
to need any further argument in their support. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the thing that troubles me just 
now is that I perceive by the Senate Journal of the 7th of March last 
that it was 

Resolved, That, the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, claiming to be a Senator 
from the State of Louisiana, do now lie upon the tablo until the appointment of a 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom they shall be referred. 


Upon which resolution on the yeas and nays there were 42 affirm- 
atives and 21 negatives; and I find among the aflirmatives the name 
of my honored friend from Ohio. Now, if I understand his statement 
and I was not quite sure that that was the case before—the effect of 
voting that Mr. Spofford shall be sworn will be equivalent to a vote 
that Mr, Kellogg is not entitled to his seat. As I understand, they 


are claimants for the same term. Am I right about that? 
Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 
Now if it was right on the 7th of March, 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes. 


when the credentials of Mr. Kellogg were presented, and which I am 
told bore the seal of the State, although two or three or fonr years 
ago they had a good many seals, and which one of the many this one 
is I do not know; if it was right then that this subject should be 
inquired into, I fail to see why it is right to decide it now withont 
inqniring into it. If Mr. Kellogg was rightfully elected, lawfully 
elected in January, then it is plain that no subsequent action of the 
State, however regular in respect of the authenticity of its officers 
and of its Legislature, could displace Mr. Kellogg and institute in his 
stead Mr. Spofford. That is plain enough. Of course nobody denies 
it. So that in voting against the amendment of my friend from 
aha we say that we will decide negatively upon the pretensions 
of Kellogg, when only on the 7th of March last, upon the same facts, 
except this subsequent action of the State, which if the first action 


was re is wholly irregular, it was decided by a majority of two 
to one, including my honorable friend and his political associates, I 
believe, without exception, thatit was a subject that deserved inquiry. 


It was not sufficient upon the case as it then stood to say flatly that 
Mr. Kellogg was not entitled to his seat, but it was deemed just and 
tight to say that the pretensions to a Senatorship from the State 
should undergo scrutiny by a committee. The Senate agreed to that 
proposition, I must assume, wisely and rightly; I know nothing to 
the contrary, because, as I say, 1 know nothing about the circum- 
stances or the credentials in particular. 

Now, we are asked to say, in voting against this amendment, that 
that reference of Kellogg's credentials was altogether wrong and 
that they ought to have n rejected on the spot; and if they had 
been rejected on the spot and the case were one of an entire vacancy, 
then these credentials wonld be prima facie correct, and there would 
be no essential reason that I perceive at this moment why this gen- 
tleman should not beswornin. But the difficulty lies in the fact that 
before this action took place, however regular on the face of it had 
there been a vacancy, certain proceedings had taken place in that 
State, which are claimed by Mr. Kellogg to have been valid as I am 
told, which certainly gave him a credential that on its face bore some 
of the evidences of title, if not all, npon which the Senate by a large 
majority, including all my friends on the other side of the Chamber, 
said that the subject of the Louisiana Senatorship for this particular 
term in respect to which Mr, Spofford claims was one which needed 
inquiry. Now, my honorable friend from Ohio says “ it does not need 
any inquiry at all; we will decide it off-hand.” It does not appear 
to me that that is right; and in saying that I refrain from expressin 
any opinion, because I have not any, upon how it ought to be decider 
in the end, when we get both the credentials face to face and trace 
the history of the matter. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment to the 
resolution of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. TURMAAN] offered by the 
Senator from Oregon, [Mr. MITCHELL. ] 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, having submitted this amend- 
ment, I deem it but just to the Senate and myself to say a few words, 
and but very few, in addition to what has been said. 

At the last session of the Senate, when the motion was submitted by 
the honorable Senator from Maine [Mr. BLAINE) that Mr. William 
Pitt Kellogg be sworn, an amendment was ofiered by the Senator 
from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] that the credentials be referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. On that motion the 
honorable Senator from Delaware very truly said this—a proposi- 
tion to which, in the main, I agree: 

Under the usages of this body a certificate, regular in its form and reciting tlie 
substantial fact of election by a competent y, has been held to constitute a 
8 caso, which entitles the holder to be sworn in at the commencement of 


is — 5 leaving objections not yet made to be examined and passed upon subse- 
quently. 

He then proceeded to state further this proposition : 

Tt creates, I 5 i. i bat when this prima ie disa th 
presumptions e and reguiarity which give it ite wane are e 
upon anything appearing to the contrary, 

And then the honorable Senator from Delaware and other Sena- 
tors on his side of the House proceeded to maintain the position that, 
inasmuch as certain facts existed of which the Senate must take 
17 0 5 notice, the prima facie presented by the credentials of Mr. 

ellogg was set aside, and that therefore Mr. Kellogg was not enti- 
tled to be sworn in, but his case should to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, there to be investigated. It was conceded 
that the credentials of Mr, Kellogg were substantially in due form. 
I quote from the honorable Senator from Delaware upon that point : 


The certificate is, in some respects informal, not containing the usual recital of 
the performance of the act of election by the lature of the State, in the man- 
ner required by the act of Congress; and yet I consider it substantially sufficient. 
It N to be signed by Stephen B. Packard, as the governor of Lonisiana, is 
dated the 11th day of January, 1877, and recites the election of William P. Kellogg 
as a Senator of the United States by the General Assembly of Louisiana. 


The position then taken was that, while it was true that the cre- 
dentials presented by Mr. Kellogg, and upon which the honorable 
Senator from Maine moved that he be sworn in, presented upon their 
face all that the forms of law required to make out a prima facie case, 
yet there were certain public facts, to use the language of the 
honorable Senator, of which the Senate and the whole country were 
bound to take knowledge, that destroyed this prima facie aud pre- 
seated to the Senate such a case as made it the duty of the Senate 
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sitting as a judicial body to refer the case to the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections. 

Tastes, Mr. President, fully with all that was said at that time in 
that matter, except that the public facts of which Senators spoke, 
and of which it was said the Senate was bound to take judicial 
knowledge, did not nt such a case as destroyed the prima facie 

resented by the credentials then at the bar of the Senate. But take 
i for ted that they did; suppose, for the sake of the argument, 
that the democratic side of the Senate was correct upon that point, 
and that this prima facie was set aside and destroyed, and that there- 
fore the proper action of the Senate was to refer those credentials to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections, now I desire to apply the 
same argument, the same logic, the same law to the case under con- 
sideration. 

Here we have presented the credentials of another gentleman claim- 
ing to be a Senator from the State of Louisiana for precisely the same 
term covered by the credentials of Mr. Kellogg. So far as appears, 
at least so far as I have been able to examine, these credentials are 
in due form. They are signed by Mr. Nicholls claiming to be gov- 
ernor of the State of Louisiana. They contain, as did the creden- 
tials of Mr. Kellogg, the impress of the t seal of the State of Lou- 
islana. They are, so far as I know, so far as I have been able to ex- 
amine, in all respects substantial aud regular. But is there not some- 
thing that destroys the prima facie case presented by these creden- 
tials? And does not that something consist of facts that do not rest 
merely in public knowledge outside and away from the records of 
the Senate? I respectfully insist that the records of the Senate, and 
not merely public knowledge gathered from public history outside of 
the records of the Senate, confront us and confront the Senator from 
Ohio and his motion when he proposes to have the oath of office ad- 
ministered to Mr. Spofford as a Senator from the State of Louisiana. 

What are those facta? Why, Mr. President, the facts to which 
the honorable Senator from Vermont alluded a moment ago, a record 
of the Senate that prior credentials in due form containing the 
impression of the great seal of the State of Louisiana equally with 
the credentials presented by Mr. N hu ve been presented to 
the Senate at a prior session, and that the Senate sitting as a 
udicial body has decided that they should go to the Committee on 

ivileges and Elections there to be 8 No report has 
ever come from that committee. They are still, in contemplation of 
law at least, if not as a matter of actual fact, under GEEN IRTE by 
that committee. Now, then, I ask in all conscience, in all fairness, 
if these facts do not destroy the prima facie presented by the cre- 
dentials of Mr. Spofford? Are they, I ask my democratic brethren, in 
all conscience, not a complete and an overwhelming answer to the 
proposition of the Senator from Ohio that Mr. Spofford shall be 
sworn in at this time without an investigation as to which of these 
two credentials is the proper one? 

Then, I say, adopting and applying the logic, the law, the argu- 
ment advanced at the last session of the Senate to the case at bar, it 
does seem to me there ought not to be a dissenting vote in this Senate 

nst referring the credentials of Mr. Spofford to this committee. 
Then they can be investigated by the proper committee. That com- 
mittee can determine which of the two credentials is the proper one. 
They can make their report; they can ore the facts in the case; 
they can present the reasons, if you please, to the Senate why it is 
or how it comes that there are two persons, if such is really tho fact, 
from the same State, each presenting credentials from a persan claim- 
ing to be governor of the State, each containing the impress of the 
great seal of the State, and each covering the same term. 

These are, briefly, the reasons why I have submitted the motion 
that these credentials be referred to the committee, It is not because 
I desire to determine the case adversely to Mr. Spofford so far as I am 
concerned; that is not the question; but I do say that the prima 
facies presented by the credentials of Mr. Spofford are overthrown 
and set aside by the record of the Senate, and not merely by public 
facts, of which, it is claimed, the Senate should take judicial knowl- 
edge, and which in the case of Mr. Kellogg's credentials were deemed 
sufficient to destroy his prima facie. 

Mr. BAYARD. r. President, I was not disposed to detain the 
Senate or delay the vote on this question, because it ap to me 
that the facts were so well known to members of the Senate that 
farther discussion was useless and undesirable; and yet, since the 
Senator from Oregon, who is now the acting chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections and who has submitted this 
motion for a reference of the credentials of Mr. Spofford, claiming to 
be a Senator from the State of Louisiana, has recited proponens 
advanced by me in March last, when the credentials of Mr. Kellogg, 
claiming to be a Senator by virtue of the alleged existence of an- 
other and different State 3 in e Saipa up, it is per- 
haps necessary, as a matter of respect to him and for the proper un- 
3 of this case now before the Senate, that some notice 
should be taken and some reply made by me. When Mr. Kellogg’s 
credentials were presented and a motion made that he take the oath 
of office, I moved to amend the motion to the effect that the creden- 


tials should “lie upon the table until the appointment of a Commit- 
tee on Privileges and Elections, to whom they shall be referred ;” 
and the Senate, after debate, sustained that amendment. I then said: 


Under the usages of this body a certificate, 
substantial fact of election by a competent 


in its form and reciting the 
y, has been held to constitute a 


leaving objections not yet made to be examined and passed upon subse- 
quently. It creates, I say, a prima facie case, but when this afr facie disap- 
pears the presumptions of legality and regularity which give it its force are al 
reversed upon anything appearing to the contrary. i 


What are the facts, the recorded facts, of history which have crys- 
tallized themselves in the last six months into an irrefragable condi- 
tion that they may not be shaken by any assertion or by any assault ? 
They are these: that there is to-day, and that there was when the 
election of Mr. Spofford took place, but one Legislature lawfully exist- 
ing in the State of Louisiana competent to elect a Senator in Con- 
pae; but one executive competent under the laws of the United 

tates to certify that election; but one people as a community speak- 
ing through the agency of a single government in its three giest 
branches, executive, legislative, and judicial. These are the facts 
to-day; these were the facts then, perhaps on trial, but since irrevo- 
an and irreversibly decided, which make the case of Henry M. 
Spofford not only a regular prima facie case for admission to this body 
under the oe which I endeavored to lay down at the last ses- 
sion, and which I here again tepet; but which render his the only 
case, for there is no other, whether of a first or second face, to con- 
flict with it. 

Why is not Mr. Spofford now sworn inf He has his credentials 
regular in form satisfying the Senate by their recitals that according 
to the constitution and the laws of his State a Legislature exists now, 
and did exist then, which, proceeding according to the directions of 
the statute of the United States, elected him almost unanimously. 
There is no question as to his personal qualifications, that every requi- 
site of the Constitution is fulfilled as to age and residence and citi- 
zenship of the United States and all else. There is then a complete 
and confessed case, regular in every feature, in fulfillment of every 
requirement of the constitution and laws of the State of Louisiana 
and of the Constitution and laws of the United States. What, then, 
stands in the wey! Another case is alleged which was before the 
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yos facie case, which entitles the holder to be sworn in at the commencement of 


Senate last March, and which we are told is still before the Senate 
or one of its committees. 

Mr. President, in considering questions of this kind how do we act? 
This body is a court. The action of the Senate is judicial. It is its 
prerogative and sole prerogative to determine the elections, qualifi- 
cations, and returns of its members, and in so doing we act ae 
bound by law. Such is the formal nirement, such should be the 
substantial and actual spirit. Such I propose to be the spirit to 
which my vote and conduct shall conform. 

Does anything to-day appear to the contrary which shall by its 
own force and our duty impress itself upon the judicial knowledge, 
which means the conscience of every man in this body? Are there 
no public facts which must be accepted? Is there nothing which of its 
own force can fix and bind us? Sir, the list of those things of which 
courts of justice take judicial knowledge is long and well known and 
easily applied. Public facts, war or’ peace, the death or life of the 
party whom they have before them, are facts of which they will take 
notice. Here I say that, if there ever was at any time political life in 
2 cre government or pretended government existing in the State 
of Louisiana since the inauguration of what is known as the govern- 
ment of Nicholls, it is to-day as dead as though it never had had 
birth. There is no statute law, there is no decree, there is no breath 
of authority that stands recorded upon the records of that State to- 
day other than that of the single government whose credentials are 
presented to you to-day by Mr. Spofford. 

» = MITCHELL. Will the Senator allow me to ask him one ques- 
ion 

Mr. BAYARD. Perhaps the Senator had better postpone it for a 
moment. I will answer with great pleasure a little later. 

Mr. President, it would be, in my judgment, as unreasonable a 
waste of time, as unnecessary and as uncalled for, to try here tho 
fact of the death of Queen Elizabeth as the death of the government 
or the administration under whom credentials were created and pre- 
sented here in favor of Mr. Kellogg last March, I believe in the 
regularity of proceedings, They are not merely of form, but the 
are of substance. The rules of the body, the laws of the land, are all 
entitled to close and precise obedience. But, sir, government is not 
a technical science; government is a matter of snbstance, and no 

vernment more so than that of a popular government representa- 
tive in its form. If I believed that there was or could be any ques- 
tion in to the accepted fact that Louisiana has had but a 
single government, I should say the matter might be and ought to be 
discussed, and this would be a proper way to raise it. But, sir, if 
ever there was a day and a time when that wise and philosophical 
maxim of the law should be raised and applied, that it is for the in- 
terest of the Republic that litigation should cease, surely that time 
has come to-day and this the case to apply it. A State has her rights 
from which she has long been excluded, The individual elected has 
his rights; the country has its rights, and I do submit that the affairs 
of Louisiana, enlarged by all that is connected with them by the oc- 
eurrences of the late election, have reached in the minds, the belief, 
the acceptance of the American people, an absolute and final conclu- 
sion. If we cannot notice judicially and if we are not bound judi- 
cially by the occurrence of facts so closely scrutinized, so anxiously 
waited for, so acceptedly decided in re to the government of that 
State by the irresistible force of events, I ask what can satisfy us aud 
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what can constitute a fact of which we are bound to take judicial 
knowledge ? 

Mr. President, I have said more than I intended to say. What I 
have said has been merely drawn from me, because my remarks and 


my position as the representative of those who voted with me last 
spring have been quoted to show what might otherwise appear to be 
inconsistency. 

I know the trne and practical condition of affairs in this land, I 
see it and I know it in this Chamber. I know how nearly even the 
balance of party power has come in this body; and yet I beg gen- 
tlemen to believe me, that not the weight of my little finger would 
be given arly to obtain the power which may pase, with all its 
great responsibility, into the hands of the party with whom my con- 
science led me toact, Sir, the man must be blind, as I think, who 
does not see a great tide of public opinion irresistibly rising, against 
which partisan efforts or plans for postponement will be no more po- 
tent than was the broom of Mrs, Partington to keep ont the northern 
ocean. It is unwise to resist it; it is hopeless to resist it; it is fair 
and just to acceptit. How? Only regularly; for public opinion is 
bound by law. And first, I stand here to obey the law; but I recog- 
nize law and government in this country as the result of public opin- 
ion; and the acts to which I have referred, and the history which has 
been indelibly traced upon the records of this country by the events 
of the last six months must show, as I believe and respectfully sub- 
mit to gentlemen on both sides of the Chamber, one fact, that if there 
ever was a case or the form of a case-against this only and sole gov- 
ernment of Louisiana last March, it to-day exists no more than do 
the clouds of the morning of the day when those credentials of Mr. 
Kellogg were presented. 

I speak not now of the A or the wrong that led to the election 
of one man or the other. I do not open, and I frankly say I do not 
wish to see opened, the long story of crimination and recrimination 
which has marked the history of the politics of the State whose af- 
fairs we are discussing for the last six years. But, gentlemen of the 
Senate, has not the time come to accept facts as they have been in- 
delibly written? Does not the interest of this country and this broad 
land now to-day require that our time and our best energies should 
be devoted to the business interests of the country, and that those 
passions which are indissolubly connected with partisan strife should, 
so far as we may, be allowed repose, if not oblivion? I hope it may 
be so. I know I would not wish to even seem to ignore the approxi- 
mation of numbers in the parties arrayed in this y, and I do not 
propose to accelerate the preponderance of the party with which I 
act by anything which hereafter I should regret or by advocating a 
principle which should hereafter be contrary to my views. I trast 
that, had I no better motive, I should be long-sighted enough for cold 
discretion or something better to dictate a different course. 

But I say there is no need of further arguments here, there is no 
need of further evidence here. If Mr. Kellogg were dead and in his 
grave and we had attended his funeral, it would not as I consider 
render him in law and in fact more impossible to be seated than do 
the facts of which we are all in possession, and of which the conn- 
try is in possession, which prove that he is legally dead as a claimant 
for a seat in this body. I cannot see how Senators acting judicially 
upon this subject can shut their eyes to the facts which no man in 
the country gainsays or disputes. I do not mean to say that facts 
may not be opened or that they cannot be discussed, because any- 
thing may be, but I am speaking of accepted and determined results, 
and so speaking J aver that the only prima facie case, the only case 
that is unsettled and undecided, is the case of Mr. Spofford. If there 
ever was a case of Kellogg, it has passed away and events have de- 
stroyed it utterly, as much so asif it never had been even suggested; 
and trying this case uptechnically, trying it according to the sub- 
stantial interests of the country, the laws of the country, the exist- 
ing state of facts in the country, and according to the history of-the 
country, I hope there will not be a reference. I submit that there 
is no need of reference, that there is no fact better known in this 
land than that the State of perry by her only Legislature, by 
her only governor, has first elected duly and according to law and 
then certified duly and according to law a Senator of the United 
States whose credentials are now before the Senate, 

I will now hear the question of the Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. MITCHELL. The question I desired to ask was simply this: 
The Senator from Delaware has stated very emphatically and stated 
several times that every other government than the Nicholls govern- 
ment was a very dead thing in Louisiana, I have neither the capac- 
ity nor disposition to question that fact; nor do I know that any 
person does, here or elsewhere; but conceding that all to be so, docs 
that and the fact that the Legislature represented by Mr. Nicholls has 
elected a gentleman as Senator of the United States and sent him 
here do away or cancel any legitimate act of any other government, 
either de jure or de facto, that existed prior to the time that the Nich- 
olls government came into existence 

Mr. BAYARD. That is begging the question. The credentials here 
presented are to be taken as true prima facie. That is what they pur- 
port, and they show that the case stated by the Senator of a prior 

overnment or a prior election under the laws of Louisiana or the 
aws of the United States was an impossibility. Upon its face there 


was no prima facie of truth or reliability. The statement cannot be 
made, whether by means of a certificate or otherwise, that would 
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show a por government or a prior action to that of the government 
which elected Mr. Spofford to the Senate without being directly in 
conflict with the constitution and laws of the State which they pur- 
port to recite, and therefore on their face impossible. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAY- 
ARD] appeals to the Senate to know if it be not time that we accept 
facts indelibly written. I should think it was about time to do that. 
Itis somewhat important, if we have concluded to dothat little thing, 
that we know what those facts are which are indelibly written. The 
Senator says that the State of Lonisiana has rights from which she 
has long been excluded, of which she has long been deprived. I be- 
lieve he is historically correct when he makes that statement. Ihave 
myself been no party to that deprivation. If Louisiana has been de- 
nied her rights on this floor, I have not been one of those who have 
denied them. She has, if I understand our Constitution, a right to 
be represented npon this floor by two of her citizens, She has re- 
3 claimed that right; or, at all events, persons claiming to be 
ner citizens have more ed once claimed to be authorized by her to 
represent heron this floor. In March last one of her citizens appeared 
here—Mr. Kellogg—and claimed to be commissioned by the State of 
Louisiana to act as her Senator; and when that claim was presented 
to the Senate it appeared that there were in the Senate two opinions. 
It appeared that twenty-nine Senators were convinced then by facts 
indelibly written that Mr. Kellogg was authorized to act as the rep- 
resentative of Louisianu in this body; but it appeared that somewhat 
more than that number, to wit, thirty-five Senators, were not satisfied 
upon that point, did not know whether Mr. Kellogg was authorized 
to represent Louisiana here or not; and, thirty-five being somewhat 
more than twenty-nine, the thirty-five combined to instruct a com- 
mittee of this body to inquire whether it was a fact indelibly written 
that Kelloggshould represent the State of Louisiana or not, and, when 
due inquiry had been made, to report to the Senate. I do not under- 
stand that that committee has yet reported. To-day we have before 
us the claim of another man who says that Louisiana has instructed 
him to act as her Senator on this floor and in lieu of Mr. Kellogg; 
and to-day it seems there are some Senators, precisely how many wo 
do not know, who are thoroughly and completely convinced that Lou- 
isiana has commissioned this last man. 

The Senator from Delaware alludes to some decision that has been 
made somewhere of this question, a decision deduced, I think hesays, 
from events. 

Mr. BAYARD. As most decisions are. 

Mr. HOWE. No, Mr. President. This one question may possibly 
have been decided by events, but most constitutional qnestions are 
decided by competent tribunals and in accordance with laws indeli- 
bly written and published by authority. This question has not been 
so decided. No event to my knowledge has transpired which hus 
decided the question whether Kellogg was or was not elected pe 
to March last as a Senator from Louisiana, The constitution lives 
to-day as it lived then; and that informs us that if Kellogg had been 
elected by the State of Louisiana no man can by possibility have 
been elected since, unless Kellogg has, as supposed by the Senator 
from Delaware, died and been buried, and upon that point we have 
no satisfactory evidence. 

So, Mr. President, it seems to me if there ever was a question pre- 
sented upon the credentials of a Senator, so called, which ought to 
be committed to a committee, this is that question. It ought to be, 
because a majority of this body said a few months ago that they 
were unsatisfied as to a claim which, if found good, bars this abso- 
lutely. We have, I know, seen a great deal in the newspapers that 
perhaps may have satisfied a great many men; but nothing has trans- 

ired which has satisfied a Senator standing upon the law and abid- 
ng by the Constitution that the election then asserted and which 
was not made clear hus since been clearly made void. 

But I arose principally, Mr. President, to recall a su; tion which 
Ihave once before, and I think more than once before, obtruded upon 
the Senate. It is this, that although I believe the usage of the Seu- 
ate is very well established, it is a usage with which I never have 
been able to reconcile myself. It has seemed to me—and the more I 
think of it the more strongly Iam conyinced of it—that the Senate 
has been rather too careless in this matter of the admission of Sen- 


| ators. I believe the usage has obtained and has been practiced upon 


more than once, that ifa man comes here from a State which has 
not its regular number of Senators on the floor and presents a cer- 
tain piece of testimony signed by the governor of the State and 
countersigned by its secretary, we have called that a prima facie title, 
and have taken the man in, and then proceeded to investigate the 
question whether that was anything more than a a facie title ; of 
necessity taking him in by a majority vote of the Senate; and if 
upon Meir bese the Senate has ascertained or thought it ascer- 
tained that that was no more than a prima facie title, it was not con- 
clusive, by a majority vote of the Senate dismissing him from his 
seat again. I have never been satisfied with that practice. 

It seems to me that the Constitution authorizes nobody to repre- 
sent a State on this floor unless he has been elected by the perelt 
ture thereof; that it commissions nobody in the world but this y 
to determine whether an individual has been chosen by the Legisla- 
ture of a State; that that judgment is to be pronounced by a major- 
ity of the body; and, it seems to me, when once pronoun it onght 
not to be and cannot lawfully be reversed by the vote of a majority 
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on another day by a different tribunal or a different vote. You may 
get the man ont of his seat, but not by the vote of a majority, I 
think; and I wish, without arguing the question, to suggest to the 
Senate this consideration which has embarrassed me: A gentleman 
appears here from the State of Oregon claiming to be a Senator chosen 
froin that State. We look at his papers and say that they are regular 
on their face. What has that to do with the matter if he has not 
been chosen Senator? But, it is said, they are regular, and we put 
him in his seat. He has or has not been chosen. upoan we deter- 
mine two weeks afterward that he has uot beén chosen? He has 
acted like a Senator; he has voted with the Senate; and yet we deter- 
mine two weeks after he has occupied his seat here that he never 
was the choice of Oregon, and had no more right to a vote here than 
if he never saw Oregon or Oregon never heard of him. 

One of two things seems to me to be certain, either that the Senate by 
inattention has received into its body a man who was not entitled to 
a seat there, and has clothed him with the attributes of a Senator, or 
when they dismiss him from this Chamber they dismiss a man who 
is entitled to a seat and who holds it by the commission of his State. 
I have thought myself the ser practice was one I should like to see 
adopted, that whenever credentials are presented here the question 
whether those credentials are genuine or false ought to be settled 
then. If the Senate or a majority is convinced that they are genuine, 
yive the man his seat and let him hold it until two-thirds say he 
ought to leave it again. If nobody says anything against the cre- 
dentials, give them the force of a certificate from the State; but if 
anything is said in impeachment of those credentials which creates 
the doubt on the mind of any Senator, an honest doubt, that Senator 
ought not, it seems to me, to vote for his admission; and if a majority 
of the Senate entertain that doubt they should not admit the appli- 
cant until that doubt bas been resolved by the inquiry of a commit- 
tee and by the testimony which that committee can adduce. 

Mr. President, this is the purpose for which I rose, to suggest again, 
at least for the second if not for the third time, what I think to be 
the safer and the more constitutional practice, though I believe it is 
not the practice of the Senate. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, like the Senator from Dela- 
ware, [Mr. Bayarp,] for whom I entertain the highest respect, I in- 
tend upon this question of senatorial contest, for such it is, to be 
governed by the law of the case and by nothing else; and in ascer- 
taining what the law is, and in applying the law to the facts in com- 
ing to my conclusions, I p to disregard entirely the existence 
of parties in this country ; but in order to know what the law is I 
must first understand the facts to which the law is to apply. Ido 
not understand those facts to-day. Iam not sufficiently posted in 
all the facts pertaining to this question to be able to give any intel- 
ligent vote upon the merits of the case. I wish to ascertain those 
facts. The gentleman from Delaware may have ascertained those 
facts. If he he has been more fortunate than I have been. I 
do not wish to be driven to a vote upon the merits of this question 
until I have had all the facts before me and have had the opportu- 
nity of 8 them carefully. 

Now, I will remind the Senator from Delaware that at the last ses- 
sion of the Senate I voted with him to refer the credentials of Mr. 
Kellogg to the Committee on Privileges and Elections; and I voted 
for that reference for the same reason that I shall vote to-day for the 
reference of these credentials to the same committee, It is the same 
contest If one is a Senator, the other is not. The questions are in- 
separably connected, and to a great extent they constitute but a 
single question; and having voted for the reference of one to the 
committee for the purpose of ascertaining the necessary facts, I must, 
to be consistent, vote also for the reference of this to the same com- 
mittee and for the same purpose. 

The Senator from Delaware of a prima facie case: I wish 
to recall his attention to the fact that his experience and my own for 
the last two years ought to make it very difficult for either of us 
unhesitatingly to say what does constitute a prima facie case in the 
State of Louisiana, We have tried that on several previous occasions, 
and sometimes I have rou, cordially with the Senator from 
Delaware. The most that I have usually been able to make of a prima 


facie case from the State of Louisiana since I have been here has been |, 


to find a most inexplicable muddle. Prima facie it was a mass of 
contradictions, a mass of conflict of facts, and, of course, of the law 
growing out of the facts. f 

It seems to me that every man who voted for a reference of the 
credentials of Mr. Kellogg to a committee for the pore of inyesti- 

ting and reporting upon the facts of the case ought, if he wishes 
{> be consistent, to give the same vote here, for it is the same 
question. 

But, Mr. President, I do not propose to take up any farther time of 
the Senate. All I wished to say was to explain briefly the reasons of 
the vote which I shall give; and that I have done. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Oregon [Mr. MITCHELL] to the resolution offered by 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. TuHuRMAN,] upon which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

_ The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WINDOM, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Jounston.] If present he would vote 
“ nay ” and I should vote “yea.” 


The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 36, nays 33; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Blaine, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of 
Peuusylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin. Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Conover, 
Dawes, Dorscy, Edmunds, Ferry, Hamlin, Hoar, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, 
Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, 
Plumb, Rollins, Sargent, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, and Wadleig hd. 

NAYS—Messrs. Armstrong, Bailey, Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, 
Davis of Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Gordon, Grover, 
lose —— — Jones ee rain, „Moc 2 8 Mo- 

herson, Maxey, Merrimon, Morgan, Rando’ Ransom, Sa man 
Wallace, Whyte, and Wiechers r 

ABSENT— Johnston, Morton, Sharon, and Windom—4. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WHYTE. I desire to offer an amendment by way of instruc- 
tion to the committee. At the end of the resolution as it now stands, 
I move to insert: 

an that said committee report thereon on or before the ist day of November, 
So as to read: 


That the credentials of Henry M. 9 claiming to be a Senator from the 
State of Louisiana, be referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, and 
that said committee report thereon on or before the ist day of November, 1877. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WayTe.] 

Mr. WHYTE. On that I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, I am fearful that would not give 
timeenough. Ofcourse itis the desire of the committee to report as soon 
as they possibly can; bat to be tied down toreport on a œrtain day, 
and that day so near at hand, it seems to me would be a severe in- 
struction. I simply speak as one member of the committee, 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, the case of Mr. Kellogg was sent to 
this committee last March; they had the matter under consideration 
during that session of the Senate. It has been disclosed by the dis- 
cussion this morning that, using the language of the Senator from 
Delaware to elucidate the condition of things, events have crystal- 
lized so that this whole question is now ina very narrow compass. It 
can hardly take any committee more than two or three days to report 
to the Senate the condition of affairs in regard to these two claimants, 
It is important that this Lonisiana question should be brought to a 
close; and I presume every Senator, whether on the committeo or off 
the committee, can inform himself of the state of facts by the Ist day 
of November. And inasmuch as the chairman of this committee is 
now ill, and not likely to be here during the present session of the 
Senate, it is important that the committee should be instructed by 
the Senate to take up this case in his absence and dispose of it. Other- 
wise, they may feel inclined to procrastinate the subject and wait until 
the chairman can resume his place in the committee. It is for that 
t to relieve the committee from any embarrassment on that 
point, that I have offered the amendment containing these instruc- 


tions. ? 

Mr.WADLEIGH. Mr. President, if it is expected by the Senate that 

the decision of this committee when made will be tinal upon this case 
it is asking too much of the committee to report on o. before the Ist 
of November. If I should happen upon the committee, of which I am 
a member, to take the same view that my friend on the left does, that 
events have decided for the Senate what the law and Constitation 
require in this case, the time necessary for the consideration of the 
subject may be so far abbreviated as that I for one could make up my 
mind before the Ist of November as to what the committee should re- 
port. But it may be that I shall not come to the conclusion that the 
removal of a State government by the pressure of military force is 
such an event as will decide for this Senate what the law and Con- 
stitution require in this case. It is a question for me whether the 
White League of Louisiana, with its bayonets, with its revolvers, with 
its guns, can decide for me whether William P. Kellogg is lawfally 
entitled to a seat in this Chamber; because without the pressure which 
that organization exerted the Packard poveran) would have re- 
mained, and would have been to-day the legal government of Lonisi- 
ana in fact, as I believe it to be in law. 
Mr. President, there was an election in the State of Louisiana in 
November last. The results of that election were to be made known 
by certain legal proceedings. There was in that State a returning- 
board which alone could make the returns of that election. By that 
board those returns were made, and by those returns the body which 
elected Mr. Kellogg to aseat in this body had a majority of the legally 
elected members of the Legislature of that State. All the p. ings 
were correct and legal in form, and unless the proceedings of that 
Legislature are invalidated by something ontside of itself, they must 
stand good, notwithstanding the government of which that Legisla- 
ture was a part has been destroyed by superior force. 

Bat it is said in answer to this that the proceedings of the return- 
ing-board were so tainted with fraud as that nothing which they did 
could be valid. That is, then, the question for this committee to de- 
cide: Were the proceedings of the returning-board so tainted by 
fraud as that the White League of Louisiana and its followers were 
justified in subverting the government of that State? One side of 
this Chamber seems to think that that was so. I doubt whether it 
was so. Bat as to whether that returning-board was guilty of sufi- 
cient fraud or not to overturn its proceedings, is a question to be do 
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cided by the examination of thousands upon thousands of pages of 
rinted testimony. That testimony cannot possibly be considered 
by this committee and digested in such a way as to report to this 
Chamber upon it before the Ist of November; and I suppose it is to 
be a part of the-report of the committee to inform the Senate whether 
or not the proceedings of the returning-board were so far fraudulent 
as to justify the overthrow of that government. wate 

Now, I hope that neither my friend on my left nor any man in this 
Chamber will seek to impose on the committee the labor of examin- 
ing all the testimony in that case, which, as I said, covers thousands 
of printed pa within the short interval of less than two weeks. 

Mr. GORDON. Will the Senator from New Hampshire, before he 
takes his seat, suggest a day which would be satisfactory to him? 

Mr. CONKLING. I hope he will not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not any day whatever. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. President, itseems to me that the committee 
to which this resolution is referred should be relied upon to report 
with all the expedition that will be nec in this case. The au- 
thor of the amendment assumes that there is but one side to this 
question. It is very evident from the remarks that have been made 
in the Senate that there is a difference of opinion upon that 1 
The examination will consume very considerable time. Certainly so 
far as I am advised, in regard to any of the committees of the Senate, 
there has been no ground for charging them in any way, either by 
implication or otherwise, with any intention to delay a matter sub- 
mitted to them. Certainly in the case arising in Louisiana there is 
no such disposition. Any person familiar with the examination of 
these subjects will come to the conclusion without hesitation that to 
treat them with any kind of justice, to allow them to present the 
case so that the Senate will be informed upon the question aud be 
able to act advisedly, would require a longer time than that named. 
I think the Senate may well trust the committee to make their report 
as quickly as the circumstances of the case will admit, and that the 
amendment should not be adopted. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the Senator from Maryland 
who has pro this amendment if he has any knowledge in his 
long senatorial experience of the Senate having adopted a direction 
of this character? 

Mr. CONKLING. There never was such a thing, I am free to say. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have been taught to believe in the ten or eleven 
years that I have been here that an order of that character is equiv- 
alent to a censure of the committee. If it is fit that this business 
should go to a committee at all, as a majority of the Senate think it 
is—undoubtedly they are deluded; I am beginning to believe that 
minorities are right—then it is fit that they should take the time 
necessary for tho discharge of that duty. You may just as well 
direct this committee to sly forthwith as to say that they shall 
report on the Ist of November, eleven working days from this time, 
and with the scene of operations distant, I suppose, nearly two thou- 
sand miles; I do not know how far it is to New Orleans. 

Tf, as this vote implies, we are to have a real and earnest inquiry 
as to the state of things in Louisiana and as to the legal composition 
of the respective bodies of men who have claimed to be legislatures 
there, then it must be manifest to everybody that you cannot tell a 
committee, to say nothing of the affront that the thing implies, that 
they shall report in one day, or two days, or two weeks, or two 
months, or three months, becanse no man can tell in advance how 
long a time will be necessary justly and truly to ascertain the facts. 
Is it the truth that somebody is afraid of, and would desire to go it 
prima facie, as used to be the old talk here; or is everybody desirous 
of having officially before us the real state of the case? 

If I were opposed to getting at the truth and wished to make this 
reference a mere 8 in order to comply with ordinary observ- 
ances and to grab victory that I was not honestly entitled to, then 
certainly I should vote for two weeks, because it would be no better 
for the truth than to vote for two hours—not a bit; but of course 
nobody is for that. I beg everybody to believe that I do not suspect 
anybody is for that. It is only because the millennium has suddenly 
come that it is thought best not to look back even to ascertain who 
is entitled to be a Senator, but to take the last chap, the eleventh- 
hour man, as being the true saint. That may be good democratic do- 
trine, and, as I am about half the time, I believe, a democrat, I do not 
know but that I shall come to believe in it. But ldo submit that if we 
are to regard the vote that has been taken as one that expresses the 
sense of this body, then do not let us make it a mere sham as well as 
an affront to the committee by putting on this or any other amend- 
ment of this character. Even if it were for two years, it would be 
false in principle. Tho redress for any undue delay of the commit- 
tee is found in one of the rules which authorizes any Senator at any 
time, particularly in a matter of privilege, but at any time that any- 
body can get the floor any day about any matter, to move to dis- 
charge a committee; and if the Senate is satisfied that the committee 
has not done its duty in proceeding with the case, they can take it 
out of its hands and proceed with it in the Senate. Therefore I hope 
my friend from Maryland will withdraw the amendment and treat 
this as he and I have treated former cases of this kind, acting togeth- 
er, as one to be fairly and Spro ay I will say, inquired into, with 
all the speed consistent with justice, and decided upon its merits. 
Then I hope we shall have the millennium. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, at no time since March 4, 1873, 


has the State of Louisiana had more than one Senator on this floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There were several years before that, I will re- 
gmg my friend, when it had not any at all. He ought to allude to 
that. 

Mr. THURMAN. That may be regarded as wit on the part of the 
Senator from Vermont, but it was really an interruption; I could 
hardly call it wit. I say at no time since the 4th day of March, 1873, 
in a time of peace and not of war, has the State of Louisiana had 
more than one Senator on this floor. At no time since the 4th of 
March, 1877, has she had a single Senator on this floor. Has it been 
her fault that she has thus gone unrepresented? No, sir; not at all. 
In due time P. B. S. Piichback presented his credentials claiming to 
be a Senator from that State trom the 4th of March, 1873, for tho 
regular term of six years, and the Cenate let nearly four years go by 
before they decided upon the validity of his claim. They let that 
time go by, and the State was kept ont of i:er due representation. But 
that was not all. Another body, claiming io be the Assembly of that 
State, admitted to be the Assembiy, and which wears in history a name 
derived from the presiding office: of this body to-day, and is called 
familiarly the Wheeler legislature, elected a Senator, and he has been 
kept out of his seat by the action or oon-action of the Senate of the 
United States. And now, when the question is whether that State 
shall be represented or not, we are told, after all these four years of 
investigation into Louisiana affairs, that this able Committee on 
Privileges and Elections cannot ascertain the facts and mace a 
decision between now and the Ist day of November! 

When the Pinchback case was before the Senate I contended to the 
best of my poor ability that he had no prima facie case. Why? Be- 
cause a committee of this body had investigated ai! the facts of tho 
election of the so-called legislature by whom he was appointed a Sen- 
ator, and we had their report upon our desks amount.ug to a thon- 
sand pages or more. I said that the Senate had investigated it; they 
had ascertained the facts; the facts had become part of the history 
of the country; and it was useless to talk about a prima facie case after 
our committee had fully and completely investigated all the facts 
abont it. My friend from Vermont, in whose lead I followed in oppo- 
sition to Pinchback’s admission, went a long step beyond me, and, if 
he will remember or will refer to his able argument, he maintained 
that no report of our committee was necessary at all to show that 
Pinchback had no prima facie case; that the facts which invalidated 
his claim atl gor of the history of this country, of which every Sen- 
ator was bound officially to take notice; that he took notice as a Sen- 
ator what was the Legislature of a State; that he took notice as a 
Senator who was the governor of a State; that he took notice offi- 
cially, upon just that kind of information upon which a court takes 
notice judicially of what is the history of the country, of what is the 
government of a country; that the body which elected Pinchback 
was not the Legislature of the State of Louisiana. 

Well, sir, if he will apply that same rule now to this investigation, 
he need not wait until the sun shall set to-day to decide this case. 
Let him just apply that same rule, and he will want no three weeks 
or two weeks or one week or one day to decide this case. 

But, sir, I am not driven to take that advanced ground of my 
friend from Vermont. We have before us already, in reports made 
by a committee of this body at the last session, in much more elabo- 
rate reports made by a committee of the House of Representatives, 
every material fact in this case. We have them here, and it is simply 
shutting our eyes to the testimony to say that we are not able to de- 
cide this case. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the honorable Senator a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly, sir. ] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senator does not agree with what he states 
to have been my position, correctly or incorrectly, as to what the 
Senate can take judicial notice of, how does the Senator get hold of 
evidence in the possession of the House of Representatives to guide 
him as a Senator in determining who belongs to the Senate from 
Lonisiana? 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not know that there is any such technicality 
in the question which requires a Senator to shut his eyes whenever 
he leaves the Senate Chamber; that his vision is to be bounded by 
these walls, and that he cannot see or notice or hear or read or be- 
lieve anything that is not found on the Journals of this body or spoken 
in this Chamber. I do not limit my knowledge of facts to any such 
circumscribed area at all. If facts have been found by a committee 
of the House of Representatives which have passed into the history 
of the country, I am content to take them, at least until they are con- 
troverted and proved to be false. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But does not the Senator agree that the principles 
of universal law are that everybody may take judicial notice of the 
history of the country f 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not know that anybody is bound to take je 
dicial notice of the history of the country more than anybody e 
or that anybody has any more right to take notice of it than anybody 
else. [Laughter.] 

Mr. EDMUNDS, Of course not. That is exactly why I asked my 
friend the question. He says I am wrong; he does not agree with 
me that we can take judicial notice of what is the Legislature of the 
State of Louisiana, but that we can take some other kind of notice, 
personally or otherwise, of what is the histery of the country. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator entirely mistook me. I did not say 
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he was wrong. I said only that he, being a man of great progress 
I did not say that, but that is what I meant—of very far-reaching 
views, was very apt to be a step or two ahead of me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ah! 

Mr. THURMAN. I did not say the Senator was wrong. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 seem to be on this question. 

Mr. THURMAN. I said I could not follow him with equal steps. 
I did not say be was wrong; I only said I worked out the case with- 
out going quite as far as he did; but certainly I do say that, if the 
Senator was right then, it is quite useless that weeks should be 
wasted in determining this case now. 

No, Mr. President, there can be no doubt about it. Here at the 
very last session this committee had the case of Kellogg before it. 
We have been told, I believe, on this floor that it was 5 to report. 
I think that was said. If not I take back the assertion.. Was it not 
so said? 

Mr. EATON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. The committee had the case before them then. 
They must have made some investigation upon it. They must have 
had some facts upon which to investigate. Now that very same 
committee say that from now until the Ist day of November, thirteen 
or fourteen days, or two weeks, is not sufficient time to enable them 
to eire at the facts upon which they were ready to report last 
March. 

Mr. CONKLING. They can make that same report now. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ob, they can make that same report. They have 
some additional facts to learn, I grant; but nobody will deny that 
those additional facts are part of the history of this country, of which 
we all take notice. Does anybody say it is not a fact of which we 
take notice that Francis T. Nicholls is, de facto at least if not de jure, 
governor of the State of Louisiana? Does anybody say that he does 
not judicially take notice that the body by whom Spofford was elected 
is recognized as the Legislature of the State and that there is no other 
body in existence claiming to be the Legislature ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If I do not interrupt my friend, and I certainly 
do not wish to do so— 

Mr. THURMAN. I am so accustomed to be interrupted that it has 
passed into a habit. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If it is a pleasure to my friend, then I will inter- 
ropt him again. I wish to ask him, supposing what he says to be 
true, as I myself suppose it to be, that Mr. Nicholls is at the present 
moment the de facto governor of the State of Louisiana—and I will 
take it for the pu of the argument that this legislature on the 
day that it voted for Mr. Spofford was the de facto legislature of the 
State—taking all that to be true, what I wish my friend to explain 
is how it follows that Mr. Spofford is therefore the Senator from that 
State. Suppose the Legislatures of the States of Ohio and Vermont 
should choose to elect somebody else in place of my honorable friend 
and myself—of course they never will, but suppose they should— 
and the credentials should come here. We should be told at once 
tbat the Senator from Ohio and myself should stand aside and the 
new people should be sworn in prima facie because there is the seal, 
there is the governor, and there is the Legislature, and you are bonnd 
to presume that prima facie something has happened which entitled 
new men to be chosen, and it did not make any difference whether 
somebody was in the seat or not in it; it is a term just the same. 

Mr. THURMAN. What has happened to me a great many times— 
and if I were a vain man I should take it as a ag e bnt as I 
am not a vain man I do not know that I can—is that some Senator 
rises to put a question the effect of which is simply that he makes a 
speech and sticks it right into the midst of mine. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, Very well; that helps it. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator has made an argument stronger for 
being brief, as all arguments are stronger for being condensed and 
brief, I have this to answer: The question is whether this commit- 
tee will have time between now and the Ist of November to investi- 
gate the subject. If the Senator from Vermont is right in what he 
says, if what has taken place since last March has nothing to do with 
this case, that committee can ascertain the facts and it can report 
accordingly. It is not necessary to e that question now. It will 
be time enough to argue it when the committee reports, since the 
case has gone to the committee; but I do say that, in order to ascer- 
tain what has taken place and to consider whether that has any 
effect on the title of Mr. Kellogg or on the title of Mr. Spofford, there 
is ample time between now and the Ist day of November. 

Again, I can very well understand that if there is involved in this 
question—not necessarily involved in the legal determination of it; 
having nothing to do with the legal determination of it; being the 
remotest thing possible from the adjudication of the legal rights of 
these parties; but if there is outside of that some circumstance that 
would make a discussion of this question unpleasant to certain par- 
ties at this time, that may be a reason for postponing it, perhaps for- 
ever, or at least for the term of four years or nearly so. But if there 


is nothing of that sort in the way, if there is no dread of a collision 
upon a railroad, if there is no fear of a smashing of engines and of cars 
as they come unfortunately head to head upon the same track—if 
there is nothing of that sort, and if this is simply a question to be 
decided as a court would deside it, according to the legal rights of 
the parties, then I 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


A two weeks are amplo time to determine it. 
do not unders , I will say before the Sen- 


ator sits down, what he means by this paraphrase or simile, whatever 
he may call it, about railroads. If the Senator will be kind enough 
to explain, I shall be obliged to him. 

Mr. THURMAN. I never shall undertake to explain anything to 
the Senator from Vermont which a man of the most ordinary com- 
prehension must understand perfectly well; for that would bea great 
insult to his superior ability. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am very sorry that my frien 
compliment to me as well as to himself, (because I assume that he 
understands what he has been saying; i take that for nted,) is 
unwilling to answer, for I want to tell my good friend and everybody 
else that the people on this side of the Chamber are not the runners 
of any railroads at all; that they are exactly what they have always 
been, the people who wish to promote the interests of the United 
States according to Jaw; and that we do not imitate the habits of 
some otber people who shall be nameless—nobody in the Senate— 
of trying by any hocus-pocns to cover up differences of opinion if 
they exist. Liberty of opinion on this side of the Chamber is one of 
the things that we always contend for; and when my friend learns 
that over there, it will perhaps be an advantage—I will not say to 
the people of the South, but to the people of Ohio. 

Now, then, I want to say one word upon the point in question. I 
wish to repeat the inqui put when I think my honorable friend 
from Maryland was not in his seat, that I propounded to him. I did 
not notice at the moment that he was away from his seat or I should 
not have asked the question. I will include also my friend from 
Ohio. I ask whether he knows of any instance in this body in which 
a committee to which an important subject was referred had been 
commanded to report by a particular day? If he does, if either of 
the Senators do, I should like to know, and “I pause for a reply,” as 
the fashionable phrase is. a 

Mr. WHYTE. Iwill reply after the Senator is throngh. I should 
like to explain the whole purpose of offering the amendment at the 
same time that I make the reo: 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well, I will yield for that purpose, because 
Pedant to get at the fact. I want to have the instance and the ex- 

anation. 

x Mr. WHYTE. I did not desire to give an answer “yes” or ‘‘no” 
to the Senator from Vermont, without explaining the object which I 
had in offering the instructions. I e with the Senator from Ver- 
mont that it is a very uncommon thing to order or direct any com- 
mittee of the Senate in regard to the discharge of their duty. 

Mr EDMUNDS. Is there any instance of it whatever ? 

Mr. WHYTE. I do not remember, during my service in the Sen- 
ate, of any instance whatever; but becanse there is no instance of 
that character it does not follow that there is the slightest impro- 
3 in it. On the contrary, it is a parliamen usage, which the 

nator from Vermont knows as well as I do, that not only are com- 
mittees instructed to report by a certain day, but various other in- 
structions are given to a committee, according to the pleasure of the 
body of which that committee is a component part. More than that, 
parliamentary bodies have ordered and directed committees to take 
28 of matters submitted to them for investigation, to rotire from 
the Chamber and to report immediately, while the Chamber re- 
mained in session for that report; and, so far from it being an im- 
prop iety, the very rules of the Senate provide for an amendment of 
this character in regard to a motion to refer to a committee. 

Therefore, it is not such a heinous offense, after all, to request that 
a committee report by a certain time. far from my desiring to 
offer any discourtesy to any committee of the Senate, I trust that my 
character for politeness is sufliciently well established in this bod 
not to allow any Senator to presume that I would be guilty of suc 
conduct. I did it for this reason, asI will explain: In the first place, 
the chairman of that committee, as we all know with sorrow an 
regret, is lying ill at his residence in Indiana, We are all advised, 
much also to our sorrow, that there is no probability of his resuming 
his seat during the nt special session of Congress. 

9 EDMUNDS. But there is always a chairman of the commit- 
tee here. 

Mr. WHYTE. There is always a chairman; but that nice sense of 
delicacy which prevails in this body might induce that chairman 
that vice-chairman as he is, not to call the committee together until 
the real chairman made his appearance; and I did not want to sub- 
ject that gentleman to doing a discourtesy of that character during 
the absence of his colleague on the committee. 

Consequently, Mr. President, in order to relieve my polite friend 
from Oregon of any discourtesy to which our friend from Vermont 
might take exception, I offered these instructions to enable him to 

the committee together as doing so in obedience to the pleasure 
of the Senate to investigate this second ease, because they have had 
time to investigate the first, that of Kellogg—they had ample time 
before to investigate that—to investigate this second case which arises 
upon facts occurring since last March, and which are so few in num- 
ber that an hour’s investigation will inform any intelligent commit- 
teeman of them, so that they could inquire of the President of the 
United States or of the Departments, wherever the report may be 
found, all about the commission that went to Lonisiana, for which 
we are asked to pay $6,000, for regulating affairs in the State of 
Louisiana. When the committee gets that report, gets the facts of 
the case in regard to the voting on the 24th of April last, it has the 
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whole case of Mr. Spofford—it has Kellogg's case already—and it can 
report back to the Sonate by the Ist of November without the slightest 
difficulty if it will give half an hour a day in the next two weeks or 
the next twelve days to the investigation of this subject. 

I submitted the amendment furthermore in the interest of peace 
and tranquillity to our country. I did it so that the prosperity now 
a 3 dawning throughout the land may go on and lift our peo- 
11 out of the slough of despond high up on the plane of happiness 
and commercial success. It was for that purpose, to get this ever- 

lasting contest about Louisiana out of the way of legislative business 
that we might on and discharge our duty to the people of the 
United States. had no motive other than the good of I bad 
no idea of casting any reflection upon the committee; but looking 
upon it as a parliamentary privilege, exercised over and over again 
in all parliamentary bodies thronghout the world, I thought that the 
facts of this case, even if it were not a general rule of the Senate, 
might prove to be a proper and laudable exception. 

Mr. MUNDS. Mr. President, it turns out to be true, then, that, 
as far as we now know, (because my friend from Ohio is silent and 

when he has anything to maybe is never silent,) this is the first in- 
etance in the history of the Senate of the United States, a body sup- 
d to possess some fidelity to its duty, in which a committee has 
instructed, and this is not an instance now for that purpose, but 
proposed seriously to be instracted to make a report upon an import- 
ant topic within a given number of days, as ple who are under 
bond in a criminal case are sometimes mast to appear to answer. 
And the Senator from Maryland and the Senator from Ohio attempt 
to excuse this, to sugar it over, upon a simple statement that one of 
the nine persons who compose the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions happens unfortunately to be ill at his residence. y 

Will that do, Mr. President? I appeal to my friends, will it do, 
borrowing a phrase of my friend from Ohio, to make this thing stand 
upon that ground? Can we disguise from the eyes of anybody that 
the effect of this proposition—not its motive of course, but the effect 
of this proposition—is to say to the committee, “ You shall make no 
inquiry at all, no matter whether that inquiry extends into the do- 
main of facts not within the judicial notice of this body, or whether 
it does not,” for it ig sometimes desirable, let me tell my friend from 
Ohio, that in respect of those facts of which we are bound to take 
notice there should be a careful inquiry and collation of those facts 
for the convenience and information of every member of the Senate. 
Of course we all that we are bound to take notice of what the 
law is, and yet everybody knows that it is the „ 
and always faa been and always ought to be, to send to the Law Com- 
mittee of this body questions of law for consideration, not to be re- 
ported upon within five days or ten days or twenty, but to be reported 
upon as soon as practicable, according to the rules, for as the rules 
now are it is the duty of every committee to report upon every sub- 
ject committed to it as soon as it practicably can iu the discharge of 
its duty. Nobody disputes that. So, then, you do not gain a step in 
this pressure by undertaking to say that this is a matter of which we 
can all take notice. I am not altogether sure that my friends on the 
other side of this Chamber could have stated, as certainly I could not 
this morning, whether Mr. 3 this present claimant, was claim- 
ing to the exclusion of Kel ogg or for the other seat to which that 
State is entitled. We can find that ont, of course, and we cap find 
out what the constitution of Louisiana is, by our own investigation, 
and we are bound to know it; but I do not feel bound, for one, to 
know everything personally at every moment of time. When I be- 
come sufficiently conve: to take my seat over on the other side, 
undoubtedly I attain that state of perfection; but at present I 
do not happen to possess it. : 

Therefore, agreeing entirely to what the Senator has imputed to 
me, if I correctly understood him, as to our duty to take judicial 
notice of what is the political body in the State of Louisiana that con- 
stitutes its lawful government, I yet desire to be informed by careful 
inquiry both as to fact and as to law of the real state of the case just 
as a judge in a court being bound to know the law and the statutes 
and the history of the country desires a case to be presen to be 
argued by counsel and time given for consideration in order that he 
may decide, not for his party, not for his family, not for his passion 
or his prejudice, but for the truth. Can anybody dispute that? I 
take it, not. 

There is, then, Mr. President, as it seems to me, an evident tend- 
ency in this motion—and I certainly excuse my friend from Maryland 
of any such intent—a tendency in the motion from its natural effect 
to cause this Senate to say that there shall be no inquiry and report 
at all which shall present to us for our consideration a history and 
statement of this case, whether it be of facts that we might take 
notice of ourselves or of those that we might not; I make no dis- 
tinction. It is not important to this purpose. Now,I hope Senators 
will not insist upon that. It is not right. As I have said before, aud 

have said with entire sincerity, Ido not know at all what my own 
opinion will be, when these matters come to be collated and brought 
to my attention again, in respect of the rights of these clamant 
and I do not wish to be forced to vote one way or the other unti 

there can be a full and complete inquiry and report upon the sub- 


ject. 
3 Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, allusion was made by my friend 
the Senator from Ohio to an examination which was made by the 
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Committee on 2 and Elections of the Kellogg case at the 
last extra session of the Senate. It is true that the committee did to 
some extent consider that case, and it is also trne, as stated by him, 
that the committee were prepared to make a report; but that report 
would have been that Mr. Kellogg having been elected by a Legisla- 
ture which was returned as elected by the returning- he had a 
prima facie right to his seat. Now, I suppose that if this case also 
goes there the committee will be required to investigate not only 
that but certain other matters. 

It is claimed here by the Senator from Ohio and other Senators upon 
his side of this Chamber that events have since happened which 
make that election, whatever it may have been, null and void, and 
which enabled another body to choose a Senator who has a right to 
a seat here. The matters of fact involved in that question have never 
been investigated at all, and the committee in order to report on this 
case will be obliged to ascertain what the facts were whic eee, 
this change, by what methods a Legislature which was or 
which might have been legal, was converted into no Legislature at all; 
by what methods a Legislature which was not legal and which had 
not a quorum of members declared to be legally elected by the proper 
authorities became in the end a legal Legislature. 

How can the Committee on Privileges and Elections report upon 
this case for the information of the Senate, unless they can state to 
the Senate the means whereby that change was produced f fuppoes 
it shonld turn out that the Legislature which elected Mr. Kellogg 
had a iy orate ped that without any fraud on the part of the re- 
Senin sufficient to vitiate its proceedings the members who 
sat in that Legislature were declared to be elected; suppose that a 
majority of that Legislature voted for Mr. Kellogg—suppose that ap- 
pears to the committee: then, as I understand, it is claimed that cer- 
tain events haye since ary seni which render all that null; and 
before the Senate can decide intelligibly whether that is so or not, 
I apprehend it will be incumbent on that committee to ascertain 
what the events were which have brought about that change. How 
else can the Senate be informed by the committee as to what its duty 
is in the premises? 

Another thing, Mr. President. Sup that a portion of the com- 
mittee say that the frauds committed by the returning-board were 
such as to vitiate their proceedings, that the returns by which the 
Packard ny ape so called, was elected were not made in accord- 
ance with law and were the product of fraud; that question has not 
been investigated. The only question upon which the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections took testimony was upon the vote for elect- 
ors in the State of Louisiana. I venture to say to my friend from 
Ohio that not a single member of the committee examined that evi- 
dence at all with reference to seeing how it bore on the question of 
the election of members of the Legislature. 

In order to ascertain whether or not there is any ground for the 
charge against the RARAS e that they made up a fraudulent 
and illegal legislature, the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
will be obliged to examine this great mass of testimony, consisting of 
thousands of pages, with a view to ascertain that fact. That cannot 
be done properly before the 1st of November; it is impossible; and 
I ho at the committee will not be put in a position where they 
will be under the implied censure of this Chamber for not doing what 
it will be absolutely impossible for them to do. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I desire to say that, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, I do not regard the 
motion of the Senator from Maryland as reflecting at all upon that 
committee, nor do I believe that any delay whatever is necessary in 
order to enable us to make a proper and intelligent report to the 
Senate in reference to the questions arising upon the credentials of 
Mr. Spofford. I perhaps should not have referred to what took place 
last March in committee if it had not been brought up by what was 
announced before. It is true, as has been stated, that the Kellogg 
credentials were examined and that a report was agreed upon by a 
majority of the committee. I now announce that there was a minor- 
ity who did not concur in the conclusions of that majority, 

So far as that question is concerned, therefore, the question of Kel- 
logg’s prima facie case, it has already been passed upon by the com- 
mittee, and it is not to be presumed that that committee will reverse 
its decision of March last. I do not expect such a result. 

Then the only question to be investigated is the claim of Mr. Spof- 
ford, and that claim is founded on facts which are patent to the whole 
country, and a man must be entirely oblivious to what has been tak- 
ing place if he expects to receive any additional light on that sub- 
ject. In fact there is no power now vested in the committee to ascer- 
tain a single fact that is not already in possession of the Senate. You 
have no authority here in this committee to send for persons and 
pers, to examine witnesses, to ascertain sar facts whatever in refer- 
ence to the election of Mr. Spofford but such as are facts of public his- 


EE known to the whole country. 


en why delay? We do not propose to examine any witness, for 
there is no authority given to the committee to send for persons and 
papers or examine any person. I would have no objection to seeing 
the electoral commission brought before the committee and to having 
them examined; I would have no objection to seeing the commission 
sent down to Louisiana by Mr. Hayes brought before the committee 
and being examined; and if there is to be delay I hope the Senator 
from New Hampshire or the Senator from Vermont will propose to 
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clothe this committee with ample power to investigate the actnal 
condition of facts; but if no additional facts are to be ascertained, if 
there is nothing new to be inquired into except what is known to the 
whole country, then I apprehend that one week, much Jess two weeks, 
is ample time for this committee to come to its conclusion. 

For one I hope this amendment will prevail. It is no reflection 
upon the committee, but will relieve the committee from the embar- 
rassment it might feel because of the absence of the chairman of the 
committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question ison the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WVTE, I on which the 
yeas aad: nays have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WITHERS, (when Mr. JoHNsTON’s name was called.) On this 
uestion my colleague [Mr. JoHNSTON] is paired with the Senator 
rom Minnesota, [Mr. Wixpom.] If present, my colleague would vote 

k ea.” 

Mr. McMILLAN, (when Mr. WINpou's name was called.) My col- 
league [Mm WinpoM] is detained from the Senate at present and 
desired me to say that he was paired with the Senator from Virginia, 
(Mr. Jonnston.] If the Senator from Virginia were present he 
wonld vote “yea” and my colleague would vote“ nay.” 

The roll. having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 31, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Coke, Davis of Illinois, Davis of 
West Virginia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Gordon, Grover, Harris, Hereford, Hill, 
Jones of Florida, Ke Lamar, McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Maxoy, Mer- 
Amon, Morgan, Randolph, Ransom, Saulsbury, Thurman, Wallace, Whyte, and 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I wish now to make an addition 
to the resolution to which I think there will be no objection. 

The Senate has twice signified its purpose to adhere to the decision 
made in March and refer this subject to a committee to be examined 
and reported upon. Some observation fell from the Senator from Ohio, 
and perhaps from other Senators, indicating a possible difference of 
opinion as to the force of rule 59; in other words, some possible doubt 
as to whether the reference of the credentials of William Pitt Kel- 
logg remains operative still. Therefore, asserting nothing about the 
true construction of the rule, but in lan intended to avoid that, 
I propose to add at the end of the resolution such a recital as will 
prevent any doubtas to the committee having the whole subject com- 
mitted to it; in other ey bene an amendment as will clearly mani- 
fest to the committee that they are expected in the report they make 
to say anything that they have to say, as well touching the creden- 
tials so called of William Pitt Kellogg as 3 credentials so 
called of Mr. Spofford; in short that there may be no idea that the 
subject has been split in twain or that part of itis before the commit- 
tee and the residue not. I have sent to the Clerk the amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from New York will be read. 

The Cuter CLERK. At the end of the resolution it is proposed to 
insert: 

The credentials of W. P. Kell claiming the same seat in the ha 
been heretofore referred to said —— — being now before ——— * 

So that it amended the resolution will read: 

Resolved, That the credentials of Henry M. S claiming to be a Senator 
from the State of Louisiana, be referred to the mittee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, the credentials of W. P. Kellogg claiming the same seat in the Senate hav- 
ing been heretofore referred to said committee and being now before it. 

Mr. THURMAN. There is no ter master of language in this 
body than the Senator from New York, and I am therefore surprised 
on hearing his amendment read to find it prefaced by his assertion 
that he did not intend by it to decide the question of what is the 
meaning of the fifty-ninth rule, because his amendment does neces- 
sarily decide it, for he affirms in it the credentials of Kellogg are 
now before that committee. That is deciding the question at once. 

Now, sir, is it true in law or in fact that those credentials are be- 
fore that committee? They are not before it in fact, as we have been 
informed. They are not before it in law, unless the construction of 
the fifty-ninth rule contended for by the Senator from New York is 
correct, and I am willing to submit that to anybody who will look 
at it fairly and upon the view which I presented yesterday, that 
that fifty-ninth rule has no application whatever to any session ex- 
cept a session of Congress, and the last session of this body, the exec- 
utive session of March, was not a session of Congress at all. That 
rule is prety limited to proceedings at the second subsequent ses- 
sion of a Congress, and has no application whatever to the case which 


is now before the Senate. 

Certainly if the credentials of Mr. Spofford are to be before the 
committee, as it seems a majority of the Senate intends they shall 
be, I do not object to the credentials of Kellogg being before the com- 
mittee too; but I do not want an amendment adopted which affirms 
an interpretation of that rule which I believe to be an entirely wrong 
interpretation and which I believe is contrary to the usage of the 


Senate in all similar cases; at least if it is not so, I have been misin- 
ormed. 
Mr. CONKLING. ponpon we use this phraseology : “ Tho creden- 


tials of William Pitt Kellogg being deemed before the committee t” 

Mr. THURMAN. That will not do any better. Let the Senator 
say: “ And said committee shall also consider and report upon the 
credentials of William Pitt Kellogg,” and that decides nothing. Then 
if the credentials are before the committee of course they are not 
affected; if they are not before the committee, that will be a refer- 
ence of them to the committee, 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I do not care about the dots cf 
the is or the cross of the ts. I can see why the Senator wants to 
have the record show that the Senate deemed affirmative action, sub- 
stantive action necessary to clothe the committee with jurisdiction 
to deal with the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, because, very 
unadvisedly as I think, although not so hastily as 1 supposed, the 
Senator from Ohio pet himself upon a construction of the rule 
which I believe to fallacious, When I took up the papers last 
evening which had come here from various parts of the country, I 
was informed for the first time that this rnle 59 had beeu the subjecti 
of elaborate and multitudinous consideration, that the construction 
whicl¥ was propounded here by the honorable Senator from Ohio, in 
place of being as I supposed a corruscation of his genius of invention 
at the moment, was the construction which had been resolved by the 
representatives of a great body of people to be contended for as the 
construction of this rule. 

I say this, Mr. President, by way of making atonement to my hon- 
orable friend from Ohio for the very crude and impromptu suggestions 
which fell from me touching the construction of this rule. Had I 
known that an @cumenical council had been held, that the high 
priests of the democracy had been sitting in solemn conelave, or that 
the public supposed they had, over this rule, and had come to the con- 
clusion that it was n to maintain that because the two Houses 
of Congress did not sit in March last after the 4th of March a ques- 
tion of transcendent importance which without a rule, as I believe, 
would not lapse or die, had fallen to the ground and perished utterly 
out of the proceedings of the Senate— I known that great author- 
ity had deemed it necessary to maintain that construction, I should 
have risen in the presence of the honorable Seftor from Ohio with 
stiil greases trepidation than I felt, humbly to dissent from that con- 
clusion. 

The honorable Senator has been pleased to say that whoever will 
look fairly at this rale will think with him. I know he does not 
mean me, I discovered from some observations that fell from 
him yesterday that he did not suppose I could look fairly at this rule, 
if indeed at anything else, [Laughter.] But I beg to assure the 
Senator that after reading the public announcements on this subject 
and surveying the immense proportions of this question, understand- 
ing the elaboration with which it was said to have been cousidered, 
and greatly impressed by the facts in the midst of which I speak, I 
have reconsidered this rule, and I have heard it discussed by par- 
liamentarians much more experienced than I am; and fortified by 
their judgment, some of them being those who at the moment were 
disposed to coincide with the Senator from Ohio but who on reflection 
have reversed that impression, I am now more clear than I was yes- 
Senay that the jurisdiction of the Committee on Elections of the 
credéntials of Kellogg is just as plain as that jurisdiction will be of 
the credentials of Spofford after this resolution shall have passed. 
But then, as I say, I do not flatter myself that I am of that unnum- 
bered selection of persons intended by the Senator from Ohio when 
he speaks of those who can fairly look at a proposition, To that I 
see the Senator nods assent, and his assent to anything, however 
donbtfal or however transparent, is of great value in this body. 

Mr. President, by way of reconciling the Senator from Ohio and 
healing the differences which I discover to exist in the party of which 
he is the distinguished leader, I wish to accept the amendment that 
he offered, particularly if he will be kind enongh to repeat his word 
and I will ask the Secretary to pnt them into the amendment I offere 
so that the committee shall report also upon the credentials of Wil- 
liam Pitt Kellogg; and I will take occasion in accepting that amend- 
ment to file a caveat for myself against the construction of the rule 
en 5 may hereafter be contended these words seek to nourish or 
to fortify. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let the Clerk write down what I dictate. In- 
stead of the amendment suggested by the Senator from New York, 
say: 

And said committee shall also consider and u the credentials of Wil- 
liam Pitt Kellogg. mre ee 

The CHIEF CLERK. The amendment, as modified, reads: 

And the said committee shall also consider and report upon the credentials of 
William Pitt Kellogg. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on this amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from New York as amended at the suggestion 
of the Senator from Ohio. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. As thus amended will the Senate agree 
to the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio? 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to, as follows: 
the credentials of Henry M. Spoffurd. claiming to bea Senator 
Louisiana, be referred to the Committee on 


Resolved, That 
from the State of viloges and Elec- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


tions ; and the said committee shall also consider and report upon the credentials of 
William Pitt Kellogg. 


Mr. THURMAN. I now move that J. B. Eustis be sworn as Sena- 
tor from the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I believe there is a privileged 
question on the table, which was laid over until to-day; and if we 
are to take things in order, I think we ought to have that. 

Mr, THURMAN. I have aright to make this motion at any time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That may be, but the question is whether a cer- 
tain resolution is not before the Senate as a matter of course? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This is not. If a Senator offers creden- 
tials, any motion or resolution in reference to them is in order. The 
presentation of credentials is in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If there are any credentials to be presented, let 
us hear them. \ 

Mr. THURMAN. My motion is that J. B, Eustis be sworn as a 
Senator from the State of Lonisana. 

„ Have the credentials hitherto been pre- 
sentec 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair then holds that the unfinished 
business of the Senate of yesterday takes precedence of that, the 
preference only 1 given to the presentation of credentials. 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not know what that unfinished business is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You will find out in half a minute if you will 
wait. 

Mr. THURMAN. It has all been dis d of. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. So it may be, but I want to get it off the table. 

Tho VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The Secretary will report the resolution 
which is the unfinished business, 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from 
the further consideration of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg as a Senator 
from the State of Louisiana, now under its consideration. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The decision of the Senate which I desired to 
obtain upon the disputed question as to the right of this committee 
to consider that question having now been obtained by the order that 
they shall consider it, I beg leave to withdraw the resolution just 
read, which was yesterday offered by me. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont asks leave 
to withdraw his resolution. The Chair hears no objection, and it is 
withdrawn. 

Mr. THURMAN Now, I make the motion that Mr. Eustis be 
2 A very brief statement will show the Senate how this case 
stands. 

For the senatorial term commencing the 4th of March, 1873, the 
regular term of six years, two persons claimed seats in this body, P. 
B. S. Pinchback and J. B. Eustis; Pinchback elected by a body known 
as the Kellogg legislature of 1872, Eustis elected by what was known 
familiarly as the Wheeler legislature, The credentials of Mr. Eustis 
were presented to the Senate—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator to state exactly what his 

roposition is? 

Mr. THURMAN. I have moved that Mr. Eustis be sworn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then may I ask the Chair whether the credentials 
of Mr. Eustis have been referred to any committee or whether they 
are in the Secretary’s ion! 

Mr. THURMAN. I will state in a moment how the case is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I make the inquiry in order, if the credentials do 
not fall within the scope of business which cannot go over, to say that 
I think it might be as well to wait until to-morrow before—— 

Mr. THURMAN. If the Senator will allow me, I will not take be- 
yond ten minutes. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I reserve all points of order. 

Mr. THURMAN. I am very sorry that I am interrupted, because I 
wish the Senate to understand clearly how the matter stands. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My only object was to preserve my right to ask 
that the motion fo over until to-morrow, if I desire to do so. 

Mr. THURM4$N. To go back—for I wish this matter to be under- 
stood—for the term of six years beginning on the 4th of March, 1873, 
two persons presented themselves from the State of Louisiana, each 
claiming to have been elected Senator. The first was P. B. S. Pinch- 
back, elected by a body familiarly known as the Kellogg legislature 
of 1872~73. The other person was J. B. Eustis, ee hy the body 
familiarly called in Louisiana the Wheeler or compromise legislature 
at a subsequent date. The credentials of Pinchback were present 
and referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections and Jed 
to a discussion that lasted nearly four years. The credentials of Mr. 
Enstis were presented on the 18th day of January, 1876, and on the 
24th day of the same month referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. On the 28th day of that same month, being January 
28, 1876, that committee reported adversely to the right of Eustis. 
The report is very short, a simple paragraph, and I will take the 
a to read it, because I want it to appear upon what ground it 
was that they reported st Mr. Eustis. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is that the last report, may I inquire? 

Mr. THURMAN. The only report on Eustis. 

Mr. CONKLING. And the credentials were afterwards referred 
but no report made. 


Mr. THURMAN. I will state all the facts fairly. This report was 
made on the 28th of January, 1876: 


The Committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom were referred the papers 
to the election of J. B. Eustis to a seat in this body by the Legislature of 


relating 
tho State of beg leave to report that in their opinion there is no vacancy 


in the office of Senator from the State of Louisiana, P. B. S. Pinchback paving 
They 


table. 

Two things appear by this report: First, that the committee recog- 
nized the fant that the body that elected Eustis was the Legislature 
of Louisiana. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. From what language of the report does the Sen- 
ator get that? 

Mr. THURMAN. Because they say so; and inasmuch as nobody 
2 ever disputed it, republican, democrat, radical, or anybody else, 
that—— 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. THURMAN. I pray 

Mr. CONKLING. I have a right to state the point of order before 
the Senator does pray. I have a right to interrupt him on a question 
of order, and I do it now, since we see that we are to have, as might 
have been anticipated, a debate on the merits of this question. 

The record of the Senate shows—I have it in my hand—that on the 
10th day of March, 1877, on the motion of the Senator from Ohio these 
credentials which he is now talking about were taken from the files 
of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions; and the record shows that no report has been made. My point 
of order is that the Senator is out of order; that his motion is out of 
order; that these credentials are before the committee and not be- 
fore the Senate and that I say is true under the fifty-niuth rule, and 
I respectfally submit the point of order and ask for a decision. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, Mr. President, I have a word to say on the 
poins of order, In the first place I have this to say about it: that it 

oes seem to me to be a very extraordinary thing that every figment 
that can be seized hold of to prevent this State from being repre- 
sented seems to be seized hold of. Mr. President, what is this point 
of order? Suppose these credentials were before the committee, 
confessedly before them; suppose there was no question about it; 
sup they had been referred to the committee yesterday; still i 
should like to know how itis out of order for me to move that Mr. Eus- 
tis besworn, What isto prevent the Senate from ordering that a man 
be sworn because certain credentials have been referred to the com- 
mittee? It might be discourteous to the committee, but it would not 
be ont of order at all. 

Mr. CONKLING, ‘Certainly it would, unless you move under the 
rules to discharge the committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator may say I should move to dischar, 
the committee from the consideration, I grant that would be the 
more regular way to do that; but I should have aright, and any Sen- 
ator would have a right, and the Senate would have a right to pass by 
that reference and immediately order that the Senator-elect should 
be sworn in, There is no matter of order about it, therefore. 

But, sir, does not every one see that the Senator interposes by this 

int of order the question which we discussed yesterday of the mean- 
ing of the fifty-ninth rule, whether these papers are now in the Sec- 
retary’s office or whether they are in the committee? And we are to 
stop the decision of whether or not a- Senator shall take his seat on 
this floor in order to discuss this question of rules, forsooth, and have 
a loug debate over it, instead of coming at once to the question, is 
Mr. Eustis entitled to a seat on this floor or not! Whether he is or 
not can in no wise depend upon the meaning of this fifty-ninth rule; 
and why should we stick in the bark? Why not go on, when the facts 
are all before us, and determine this question? Here is a gentleman 
whose credentials are presented. There is no other person here claim- 
ing the seat. There are no other credentials that conflict with his. 
He is the sole claimant to this seat so far as we know, and he is the 
man who was reported against not on account of any defect in his 
own title affecting the regularity of his election, but simply upon the 
ground that there was no vacancy ; that Pinchback hud been elected, 
and therefore that there was no vacancy. But the Senate of the 
United States decided that Pinchback had not been elected. The Sen- 
ate of the United States overruled that report made by the committee, 
put an end to it, and took away the whole foundation of the report 
against Eustis. Now, should not Eustis be sworn in? 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I dislike to deprive myself and 
the Senate of the speech of the honorable Senator, but 1 think my 
duty compels me to call his attention and yours, Mr. President, to the 
fortieth rule, which I venture to read: 

A question of order may be raised at any stage of the business, except when tho 
teae thane e e Gonna on eres 
of order for the of the : d phi 


Any observance of the rules by me is trivial compared to their ob- 
servance by the distinguished Senator from Ohio; and I submit to 
him that he ought not, in flat defiance of two rules of the Senate, not 
only of this one but of another, persist in debating the merits of a 
question when a point of order is raised to the effect that the question 
cannot be before us. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The point of order is well taken. The 
Chair will say to the Senator from Ohio that he desires himself to 
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hear all that can be said in relation to the fifty-ninth rule; and while 
he will not decide it himself he cannot doubt the meaning or inten- 
tion of the rule. The primary object of the rule seems to relate to 
the safe custody of 8 which have been presented during a ses- 
sion of Congress and have not been di of; that they shall not 
lie loose about the committee-rooms, but that they shall be athera 
np and taken to the office of the Secretary of the Senate. e next 
object of the fule seems to be a proper distribution of the papers 
when Congress shall again convene; that, without the special order 
of the Senate in each particular instance, under operation of the rule 
the Secretary of the Senate shall send to the respective committees 
the papers belonging to them, 

e Chair does not see that a question of principle is involved in 
thecriticism which the Senator from Ohio makes, that the last was not 
a session of Congress, Certainly it was a session of the Senate; and 
the question of the right to a seat in this body is certainly as impor- 
tant a question as can arise at any session of Con He has no 
doubt himself that the intention of the rule is first to secure the care- 
ful and safe custody of the papers, and next to save the Senate the 
labor of making a distinct reference in each case. However, he will 
submit the question to the Senate, and unless the Senate object the 
Chair will submit it generally, so that it shall not only cover this case 
but the case of other papers which were referred and undisposed of 
at the close of the late session of the Senate. If he hears no objec- 
tion he will submit it in that way. 

Shall all subjects referred to committees and not reported upon 
at the close of the last precoding Sener ea of this body in March las 
and returned to the office of the Secretary of the Senate, be return 
to the several committees to which they had previously been re- 
ferred? Is the Senate ready for the question? As many as favor 
the proposition as stated by the Chair will say “ay;” those opposed, 
“no.” [Putting the question.] The Chair is unable to determine. 

A division being called for, the ayes were 30 and the noes 26, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The construction placed by the Chair 
upon the rule will be regarded as its construction. 

Mr. THURMAN. It follows, then, that my motion is out of order, 
Now I move that the Committee on Privileges and Elections be dis- 
3 from the further consideration of the credentials of J. B. 

ustis. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Irather think as every figment is to. be seized, 
as my friend seems very evidently to prove, that that motion will lie 
over until to-morrow. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion will lie over under the rule, 
if objection be made. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ishall ask to proceed withitto-morrow. I believe 
it will be the first business in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. L should like to proceed with it myself to-day. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate do now adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and (at three o’clock and sixteen min- 
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
FRIDAY, October 19, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. THURMAN . the petition of Thomas Worthington, of 
Warren County, Ohio, praying a balance of compensation due for fur- 
nishing water to United States troops at Cam nnison, Ohio, dur- 
ing the late war; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

. WITHERS presented the petition of Mrs. Mary Hackley, of 
Orange County, Virginia, praying the of a bill giving her the 
right to purchase certain land located by her late husband, Richard J, 
Hackley, under the pre-emption act of April 22, 1876, in the State of 
Florida; which, together with the papers on the case now in the files 
of the 885 was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. EATON presented the petition of George Spindler and others, 
letter-carriers of the city of Hartford, Connecticut, and citizens of 
that city, praying for an increase of 5 to letter-· carriers; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presen the petition of James F. 
Hunt and others, letter-carriers of the city of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, praying for an increase of compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr, CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of William 
E. Still and others, letter-carriers of Allegheny city, eee ace. 
raying for an increase of compensation; which was ref to the 
Eo ttee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
He also presented the petition of I. A. Reed and others, business 
men of ati pees A City, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
Mr. HOAR presented the petitionof S. W. Babcock and others, letter- 
carriers of Boston, Massachusetts, praying for an increase of com- 


nsation ; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
ost-Roads. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 48) for the relief of William T. Turner and 
Annie Turner, of Phillips County, Arkansas; which was read twico 
by its title, and refe to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 49) for the relief of William Porter, of Phillips 
County, Arkansas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 50) to establish certain post-routes ; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 51) for the relief of Albert Towle, postmas- 
ter at Beatrice, Nebraska; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 52) for the relief of C. H. Frederick, late a lieu- 
tenant-colonel in the Ninth Missouri Infantry ; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 53) for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at 
Beatrice, Nebraska; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 54) to establish post- routes in the State of Nebraska; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 55) for the relief of 
John W. Douglass; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 56) to repeal certain sections of the Revised 
Statutes relating to the acquirement of titles to homesteads on the 
panis domain by the cultivation of timber; which was read twice 

y its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 57) to provide for the sale of a portion of the Fort 
Riley military reservation, in the State of Kansas; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 58) to prevent abuses in respect of the mile- 
age of district attorneys of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. EATON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No, 59) authorizing the payment of prize-money 
to officers of the Farragut fleet for the destruction of enemy’s vessels 
in April, 1862; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. WIT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 60) for the relief of owners and purchasers 
of lands sold for direct taxes in insurrectionary States; which was 
roa twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. { 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 61) for the relief of the Richmond Female Institute 
of Richmond, Virginia; which was read twice by its title, and, to- 
gether with the papers on the subject on the files of the Senate, 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 62) to amend section 146 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, relating to vacancies in the offices of 
President and Vice-President; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 63) to alter the times prescribed for holding the 
elections for electors for President and Vice-President and casting the 
vote in the electoral colleges for President and Vice-President; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Priv- 
1 5 and Elections. 

è also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 64) to repeal section 4716 of the Revised Stat- 
utes ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 65) granting a new register to the schooner Carte- 
ret; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 66) for the relief of John Thorns, of Fayette 
County, Kentucky; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire, without previous notice, leave to intro- 
duce a bill and to state that I do not know wore of the merits or 
demerits of the bill or whether the claimant been a loyal or dis- 
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loyal man. I introduce it by request of a reputable firm of lawyers 
here in the city. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
67) for the relief of John Taylor; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 68) authorizing the coining of the standard 
silver dollar and restoring its legal-tender character; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance, 

PENSION AGENTS. 

Mr. MORRILL. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed to report by bill or 
otherwise reducing and properly adjusting the salaries and fees of pension agents. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no objection the resolution 
will be regarded as agreed to. 

Mr. . I wish the resolution may be considered as not 
passed. I want to offer an amendment to it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have no objection. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let it be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 
ork HAMLIN. There is a word in it I did not understand. It is 

right. 

Mr IN GALLS. If the Senator from Maine withdraws his request 
I will renew it for the purpose of asking the mover to add to the 
resolution a provision that the committee be further directed to inquire 
into the expediency of abolishing all pension agencies and providing 
that the sums due pensioners be paid direct from Washington. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have no objection to that amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If no objection be made that amend- 
ment will be added to the resolution. 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to, as follows: 

the tteo on Pensions be instructed to bill or 
PE ipsas sen Barrar ot eho adjusting the salaries and fees fb pant Boer 
and that they also inquire into the expediency of abolishing all pension agencies, 
Frer providing hereafter for tho payment of pensions at the Treasury of the United 


BANKRUPT LAW REPEAL. 


Mr. MCCREERY presented an amendment to the bill (S. No. 35) to 
repeal the bankrupt law; which, with the bill, was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed, 


SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The unfinished business coming over 
from yesterday is the motion of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. THUR- 
MANI to disc e the Committee on Privileges and Elections from 
the further consideration of the credentials of J. B. Eustis. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mode ie Mr. President, that the interruptions 
which took place y ay afternoon will compel me to repeat a por- 
tion of the statement that I then made; but I shall be very brief, this 
case being in a nutshell, and 1 trust that I shall not offend the patience 
of the Senate by such repetition. 

I said then that for the regular term commencing the 4th day of 
March, 1873, two persons aor credentials from the State of 
Louisiana, each claiming to have been elected Senator from that State. 
The first person was P. B. S. Pinchback; the second was Mr. Eustis. 
Pinchback claimed to have been elected in January, 1873; and the de- 
bate on his right to a seat in this body lasted nearly four years. Mr. 
Enstis clai to have been elected in January, 1876. Mr. Pinchback 
claimed to have been ee what was usually known as the Kel- 
logg legislature of 1872~73. Mr. Eustis was elected by what is famil- 
iarly known—and I hope I do not give offense to any one, for I cer- 
tainly do not intend it, by using the name by which that legislature 

been commononly engone nsing it as I do simply for conven- 
ience—Eustis was elected by the legislature commonly called in Lou- 
isiana the Wheeler-compromise legislature, 

There never has been any objection whatever made to the seating 
of Mr. Eustis in this body but one, and that objection was that there 
was no vacancy at the time he waselected ; that the seat was already 
filled by the election of Pinchback. If the seat were filled, of course 
there was no vacancy to which Mr. Eustis could be elected. The Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections, to whom Mr, Eustis’s credentials 
were referred, reported adversely to him distinctly upon that ground 
and upon no other. The report is very short. I read it yesterday, but 
as I hope to be listened to by Senators that they may understand this 
case I beg to read it in. It is a single paragraph. The report 
was made on the 28th of January, 1876: 


The Committee on 5 7 0 1 and Elections, to whom were referred the papers 


relating to the election of J. Ae eee in en alters frat hes ure of 
the State of Louisiana, . on there is no vacancy 
in the office of Senator 


the State of Louisiana, P. B. S. Pinchback havin 
been elected in January, 1873, to the term g on the 4th of March, lene 
They therefore recommend that tho papers relating to Mr. Eustis be laid upon the 


Now, mark it, Senators. This report recognized the fact that the 
body which elected Mr. Eustis was the Legislature of the State of 
Louisiana, and in recognizing that fact it did nothing more than 
what was done by both political parties, indeed by every human be- 
ing, I think, in the State of Louisiana, and by all her departments 


of government; by Governor Kellogg, then the executive of the State, 
who sent his messages to that Legislature, who approved bills passed 
by it, and who recognized it from the time of its o ization until 
the expiration of his term as the lawful and valid Legislature of the 
State. In the same way that Legislature was recognized by every 
court in that State. Laws passed by it were enforced by the courts 
in all that State. The velar ace made by it were paid out of 
the treasury of that State. Thus, in every way in which the sanction 
of a people or the sanction of the departments of government could 
give validity to a legislative body, that body was recognized as the 
valid Legislature of that State. 

Then, recognizing the body which elected Mr. Eustis as the Legis- 
lature of the State, the committee report adversely to him simply be- 
cause they say there was no vacancy at the time he was elected. Why 
no vacancy? Because, they say, in January, 1873, Pinchback had 
been elected Senator for the regular term of six years, and therefore, 
say the committee, for that reason—and they give no other reason at 
a „ that the papers relating to Mr. Eustis be laid upon 

e 0. 

The chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, the 
distinguished Senator from Indiana, [Mr. MORTON, I was no less ex- 
plicit in thespeech which he delivered on the fourth day of February, 
1876, a few days after the making of the report. This was a speech 
on Pinchback’s case, In it he said: 

Mr. President, I shall only detain the Senate a short time this morning. Thia 
x bearer has been before this body several times and ought to have been ago 

ecided. The time has come when it ought to be decided in justice to the people 
and in justice to the State of Louisiana. One thing is certain: the State of Lou. 
isiana is entitled to have another Senator on this floor. 

At the time that the Senator was speaking Lonisiana had one Sen- 
ator here in the person of Mr. West, whose term has since expired. 

If Mr. Pinchback 
Fre Ra pie 3 then the present Legislature is 

And that “present Legislature” was exactly the islature that 
elected Mr. Eustis. si vee 

This tion is tab d this body has ht 
pr ape batean irea anoa An iaa te paeka 

Whether Mr. Eustis has been elected in accordance with the forms of law has 
not been examined by the Committee on Privileges and Elections, and they have 
made no report upon that; but one thing is certain, that if Mr. Pinchback was not 
elected the present jature of Louisiana is entitled to fill the vacancy; and 
whether it has been filled by the election of Mr. Eustis may not now be a material 
question, though I cannot see why the forms of law have not been complied with 
in his case if there is a vacancy. 

Mark that. There is no man with a more searching eye than tho 
Senator from Indiana, especially when the question is one of a party 
character and where search might develop a weak pone in his adver- 
sary’s armor; and yet he frankly and honestly said: 

I cannot see why the forms of law have not been complied with in his case if 
there is a vacancy; and that is the only question, it seems to me, that is before the 
Senate at this time. 

The only question was whether there was a vacancy. If Pinch- 
back bad been lawfully elected, there was no vacancy; if he had not 
been, there was a vacancy; and then, said the Senator from Indiana, 
in effect “I can see no reason why Mr. Eustis should not take his 
ath But he did not leave itatthat. He closed his speech in these 
words: 

Now, Mr. President, I have concluded about all that I intended to say. You are 
now called upon to decide this question, and I hope will do it promptly. The State 
of Louisiana is entitled to be re ted. Shall the men who contrived the scheme 
of 1872 reap the fruits of it? Pinchback bas been kept out of his seat, and there 
is now a democratic Senator knocking at the door asking for admission, I under. 
take to say that it is one or the other. 

That is, he says in other words, “I undertake to say that it is 
Pinchback or it is Eustis.” Further: 

I undertake to say that it is one or the other. The State is entitled to bo repre- 
sented. If Mr. Pinchback is not elected, then tho 1233 Legislature is entitled 
to fill the vacancy. I do not hesitate to say so; and our democratic friends under- 
stand full well that, after Mr. Pinchback has been rejected, if he should pergere, 
republicans will not stultify themselves, after a decision like that, by keeping the 
State unrepresented, i j; 

That Senator said that if the Senate decided that Pinchbaek was 
not entitled to his seat republicans would not stultify themselves 
by keeping Eustis out, for that is the plain meaning of his words; 
and if he were in his seat to-day, as I wish he were, he would not 
take back one word that he then said, I venture to assert. I know 
him well; and, strong pee, man as heis, I venture the assertion that 
he would vote to seat Eustis to-day, as he declared then that it was 
Pinchback or it was Eustis. 

But, sir, he did not stop there. He said further: 


Distasteful as this gentleman— 

That is, Eustis— 
might be tous politically, distasteful as his military record might be to us, still 
if then is a vacancy that the present Legislature has filled by his election ho is 
entitled to his seat, without now going into the particular circumstances of his 
election. If 8 should be found in that, it would simply devolve on 
5 necessity of having another election, and the result would be 

isely the same. 8 


Now, Mr. President, there is the case truly stated by the chairman 
of the Committee on Privileges and Elections after he had consid- 
ered the credentials of Eustis and after he had certainly fully studied 
the case of Pinchback. He put his objection against the seating of 
Eustis upon the sole ground that there was no vacancy, because 
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*inchback had been elected. But, sir, the Senate by a decided major- | strict parsuance of the law without anybody to contest his right, is 


ity determined that Pinchback never had been elected, that the body 
which he claimed had elected him was not the Legislature of the 
State of Louisiana, and that consequently the vacancy from that 
State had never been filled by his election. What followed? It fol- 
lowed inevitably that there was a vacancy when Eustis was elected, 
precisely as the Senator from Indiana, the chairman of the commit- 
tee, put it; that if Pinchback was not elected there was a vacancy 
which the then legislature—the so-called Wheeler-compromise legis- 
Jature—had the right to fill. Therefore the decision by the Senate 
that Mr. Pinchback had never been elected by any lawful Legislature, 
that he was never entitled to a seat in this body, settled the question 
of Eustis’s right, settled the question that there was a vacancy; and, 
as the Senator from Indiana said, he could find nothing in it of i — 
ularity at all that should destroy the right of Mr. Eustis to be sea 

I do not quote his exact words, but I do their precise effect. 

And now I have only one thing more to add, and that is this: Here 
is nobody contesting the right of Mr. Eustis to a seat on this floor. 
There is no other person presenting any credentials; no credentials 
have ever been presented for this seat but those of Mr. Pinchback 
and those of Mr. Eustis. There is no other man knocking at our 
door and asking to be seated instead of Eustis. He stands here with- 
out a contestant of any sort or description, elected by a Legislature 
that is confessed on all hands to have been a lawful Legislature, 
elected at the proper time and in the proper mode, and bringing cre- 
dentials that prove his election beyond all dispute, 

Mr. SARGENT. Who signs them ? 

Mr. THURMAN. These credentials are copies of the journals of 
the houses. A word upon that point: Governor Kellogg refused to 

ive Mr. Eustis the ordinary certificate. Why? Because he said the 
Banate had not yet decided upon Pinchback’s case and Governor 
Kellogg held that Pinchback was the Senator and that therefore thè 
election of Eustis was void because there was no vaeancy; but the 
decision of the Senate showed that Governor Kellogg was wrong, 
and my friend from California is too good a lawyer not to know that 
a governor cannot deprive a Senator of his seat by refnsing to grant 
him credentials. Ifthe governor does not see fit to grant credentials, 
which are ven of evidence and nothing but evidences, the whole effect 
of it is to compel a resort to other testimony, and then the next best 
testimony is a transcript of the journals of the Legislature, such asis 
now presented. No exception was taken by the Committee on Priv- 
iJeges and Elections to that. There have been other instances in 
which Senators have been seated in the same way upon like creden- 
tials. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I submit to the Senator from Ohio whether that 
sees has ever been examined at all by the Committee on Privi- 

eges and Elections; whether as a matter of fact the Senator from 
Ohio did not, on the 9th of March last, after this report had been 
made by the committee that there was no vacancy, himself move that 
the credentials of Mr. Eustis be referred to the committee. That was 
only a very few days, the Senator will remember, before the special 
session of the Senate adjourned. 

Mr. CONKLING. Seven days before. 1 

Mr. MITCHELL. So that the committee really had no time to ex- 
amine whether these credentials were in proper form or not. As a 
matter of fact I can say that the committee has never looked into 
the matter at all. 

Mr. THURMAN, That is the very thing I complain of, and that is 
the reason I want to discharge the committee. 

Mr. MITCHELL. And they have never had the time to do it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Never had time! Mr. President, there is nct a 
lawyer in this body who will need more time than to read the cre- 
dentials. They are simple transcripts of the journals of the two 
houses of the General Assembly. What do they show? They show a 
compliance with the act of Congress; a vote in each house separately 
on one day; then the next day, in strict pursuance of the act of Con- 
gress, a meeting of the house of representatives at which such sena- 
tors as saw fit to attend did attend, at which the house of representa- 
tives did attend. 

Mr. MITCHELL. The senate as a body declined to attend. 

Mr. THURMAN, The senate as a body did not; certain senators 
who held that Pinchback had been elected did not attend; but the 
act of Congress was passed for the very purpose of meeting such a 
case as that. It was just because such a case had arisen in tho State 
of Indiana that this act of Congress was It was to prevent 
one branch of a Legislature from cutting the throat of the Federal 
Government by preventing the election of a Senator to Congress 
that that act was passed. At that meeting on the second day there 
was a clear majority of all the members of the Legislature of that 
State, and a clear majority voted for the election of Eustis. That is 
the case, then, Mr. President. 

The Senator from Oregon says that I moved to refer these creden- 
tials to the committee at the special session. I did because after 
Pinchback’s rejection I never supposed there could be any more con- 
troversy aboutif. I supposed that that committee would report al- 
most at once in favor of the seating of Eustis, Į was disappointed; 
the committee did not make its report, and now the committee wants 
more time. What it wants time for is past my comprehension. If 
this case as it stands here, with an applicant 5 you elected in 


not a plain case, I do not know what is. 

And now, Senators, without attemptiug to lecture the Senate—for 
I never do that; at least I never do it intentionally; and if anything 
that I say shonid seem like it I hope to be pardoned, for I do not mean 
it—I do appeal to you whether it is consistent with the practice, with 
the dignity, with the justice of this Senate to keep the State of Lou- 
isiana longer unrepresented and to keep this applicant, who comes 
here confessedly elected and without any contestant, out of his seat 7 

It does seem to me, Mr. President, that if what was said by the Sen- 
tor from Indiana twenty months ago, that great wrong had already 
been done to that State because this case had not been decided, was 
true 3 multi fortiori is it trae now, after the lapse of these twenty 
mont: 

I hope, Mr, President, that there will be no objection to this motion, 
and that this gentleman will be sworn in; and if there is any reason 
after that to invalidate his claim to a seat here that can be the sab- 
ject of investigation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr, President, when I asked yesterday that this 
matter might go over until to-day, I was entirely destitute of any 
information aron the subject. My knowledge of affairs in Lonisi- 
ana terminated with an inquiry into the matter of Mr. Pinchback. 
I did not agree to the conclusion of the committee about Mr. Pinch- 
back that my friend has read; neitherdid he; and we voted together 
to overrule that conclusion, and the majority of the Senate voted 
with us. My friend now takes up the same report and asks us to go 
it rather blindly, even as he states the case himself, upon the rest of 
the report, out of which he deduces an acknowledgment of the right 
of Mr. Eustis. 

Now, in order to find out whut the report does mean, inasmuch as 
it does not say at all that it has considered Mr. Eustis but only says 
that there was no vacancy for Mr. Eustis to fill, we recur to the re- 
marks of the chairman, the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morron,] 
Senator MORTON states explicitly that the committee did not consider 
the title of Mr. Eustis. Then he p , in urging the claims of Mr. 
Pinchback, as is often done by statesmen, to show that it iseither the 
republican Pinchback or the democratic Eustis. And the honorable 
Senator and his associates in the committee felt, of course, that that 
would be a very strong argument with me; but whether it would 
prove that Mr. Eustis, according to law, had been elected, which he 
1 — the committee had not undertaken to decide, would be quite a 

ifferent thing. Now, what is it about Mr. Eustis that compels us to 
say that this committee shall not consider this case and report npon 
it? As has been stated by the Senator from Oregon, on the 9th day 
of March, 1877, the Journal states that— 


Privileges and Elections. 


On the very next day the resolution was taken up and agreed to in 
the very same words pro’ by the Senator from Ohio. That was 
on the 10th of March. On the 17th of March the Senate adjourned. 
Now, immediately upon the meeting of this body, when there has been 
no time at all for this committee to consider—for we have been sit- 
ting every day and have been considering questions that made it 
necessary and right that every member of every committee should 
be in his place in this body, even if under the rules he would have a 
right to be anywhere else; presence here was necessary, and all gen- 
tlemen on all sides were here—without any time for consideration, 
my honorable friend, in spite of his opinion on the 9th of March, 
moves to take it all back. Without any new disco of evidence 
or without any suggestion of a misunderstanding under which these 
credentials were referred, he now asks the Senate to say that we 
shall not have from the committee a report upon them; but weshall 
admit Mr. Eustis upon what are called the credentials, not in the 

ion of the Senate but which I have borrowed personally from 
the committee and hold in my hand, and upon the s h of the 
Senator from Indiana and that of the Senator from Ohio. That is 
what we are to have, instead of a statement of the Jaw and the facts 
by the committee. 

I appeal to my honorable friend on the other side and to all people 
that that is not right. If my friend from Ohio has looked at this 

per,as I now have done for the first time in my life, he will see that 
with this act of Congress or without it, touching a joint assembly, 
when one body of a Legislature is unwilling to proceed and the other 
is willing, it is open to very grave question indeed whether this paper 
proves that this gentleman has 54 Pan at all. 

I do not mean to entangle myself so far as consistency goes by say- 
ing anything now that shall prevent, if on consideration I think it 
right to do so, my voting to admit Mr. Eustis on this paper; but I 
want to point out to Senators that we are going rather hastily when 
I mention some considerations that strike me as I go over it. This 
lacks everything that the statute calls ior in ct of the proof of 


who is elected 2 Senator, The broad seal of the State is wanting, but 
it has the seal of the secretary of atate, which certifies that tho fore- 
ing is a correct extract from the journals of the two houses for tue 
5 s mentioned therein. We have nothing from the governor. 
r. MITCHELL. The secretary does not even certify that the 
paper contains a correct extract. - 


— 


ainn, 2 


1877. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. That is one of the troubles of going at that rail- 
road speed to which my friend from Ohio referred yesterday about a 
matter of this kind. I will read the certificate: 


OFFICE or SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, January 14, 1876. 
I, P. G. Deslonde, secretary of state for the State of Louisiana, do hereby certify 
that Hon. D. Estilette was of the house and P, J. Trezevant clerk of 
the house of representatives of the State of Louisiana; that Hon. W. J. Black- 
burn was a m of the State senate on the 11th and 12th of January, 1276, and 


Bi are 0. 
ie er respective signatures hereto appended 8 80. DESLONDE, 
Secretary of State. 

That is what we get under the seal of the secretary of state. Now, 
what do these gentlemen, one the speaker of the house of represent- 
atives, Mr. Estilette, and Mr. Peter J. Trezevant clerk, and Mr. J. W. 
Blackburn president pro tempore of the joint assembly of Louisiana, 
certify? Iam very much afraid they do not certify anything when 
you look at the paper; but I will turn to the beginning. It begins 
in this way: 

HOUSE JOURNAL, 
Sixth day's proceedings. 
House OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
New Orleans, January 11, 1876. 
ene ores fre to adjournment, and was called to order by Hon. E. D. 
ilette, er, 

On call of the roll the following members answered to their names, to wit. 

Naming them. It then proceeds to state that: 

The proceedings were opened with prayer * . The journal of yesterday 
was read and approved. 

The standing committees were appointed and the “election of 
United States Senator” is held. This I will take the trouble to read, 
in order that Senators may see how far from clear it is when we 
come to state the case about the right of this gentleman, saying this 
as I do all the time under reserve that, ifon a careful investigation 
I can believe that he is entitled, I shall certainly vote that way. 


ELECTION OF UNITED STATES SENATOR. 
Mr. Kidd moved that the House do now proceed to the election of a United 


Senator. 

Mr. Lowell asked and obtained leave to present the following protest; which 
was read and ordered to be spread upon the minutes : 

We, the undersi; |, members of the house of representatives of the State of 
Louisiana, entertaining the belief that there is no vacancy in the United States 
Senate from this State, the General Assembly elected in 1872, on the Tues- 
day, after the organization of its first r session, to wit, January 3, 1873, ac- 
cording to tho forms of law, having Hon. P. B. S. Pinchback United 
States Senator for the term“ 


And so on. That was signed by a considerable number of gentle- 
men; it does not state how many, but I should judge from the num- 
ber of names that there were thirty or forty. 


Mr. Walker moved the following aa an amendment to Mr. Kidd's motion, to wit: 
That it be adopted that whereas the question of election of United States Sen- 
ator has arisen in this house, that while this house the fact of an existing 
vacaucy in the office of Senator of the United States for the State of Louisiana, it 
is the sense of this huuse of representatives that it is not proper, and at the same 
time would be unjust to the people of the State of Louisiana, for a Senator now to 
be chosen by the suffrages of a senate and house not entirely representative of the 
ple, and in part composed in contradiction to the popular will as expressed in 
The general elections "— 


By which I suppose he means—althongh that is a mere inference, 
for I know nothing about it—that “this house, as at present com- 
osed, is manufactured,” as a good many of the preceding ones had 
n— 
And further, that this house at present sits 5 
sition as in de facto and not de jure, and 3 purpose — —5 
ing for the relief of the State.” 
Mr. Lowell arose to a t of order, to wit, that under the rules of the house 


to lie over one day. 
he chair ruled Mr. Lowell's point of order not well taken, for the following rea- 


Serine offered a substitute tothe motion of the gentleman from Jackson, the chair 
rules that the substitute offered by the gen 
without a suspension of the rules— 

Which I should think was rather correct. 

Mr. Mathews, of Tensas, inquired from the speaker whether there was any 
oficial information received in relation to a vacancy of the United States Senator 
from this State. a 

The speaker answered in the negative. 


And I believe, although I do not know, for I do not recollect on 
what day Mr. Pinchback’s case was di of, that on the 11th and 
12th of ceed 1876, Mr. Pinchback was here under full guberna- 
torial credentials and his case had not been passed upon, so that in 
one point of view, which I will presently suggest, there was not any 
vacancy in a sense to authorize them to go on. 


Mr. Lowell arose to a tof order, that, inasmuch as Mr, Walker's motion 
amending Mr. Kidd's mo was sent in writing to the desk and read to the house, 
it came in the form of au order, and consequently had to lic over under the rules. 


The speaker had just before decided that it was in order. 


The speaker ruled the point of order of Mr. Lowell well taken, for the following 
reasons: Mr. Lowell, of Jefferson, raised the point of order that the substitute 
offered by Mr. Walker, of Orleans, being in the nature of an order or resolution, 
could not be entertained without a suspension of the rules. The chair ruled the 
point well taken, because it was evident from the document presented by Mr. 


Walker that it came under rule No. 32. and could not be entertained on the day 
presented, unless by a vote of two-thirds of the members present— 


although, as is stated before in the journal, it was moved as an 


amendment to a pending proposition. The speaker evidently had 
got ar cnet time in about as much of a hurry as my friend from Ohio 
is at this. : 


Mr. Kidd moved that the house take a recess until three p. m. 

Mr. Lowell moved to adjourn until twelve o'clock m. to-morrow, aud on that 
motion Mr. Wilson called for the yeas and nays; which resulted as follows: 
yeas 39, * * * nays 63. 


They could not wait until to-morrow in order that this protest 
might be received or voted upon. 


So the house refused to adjourn. 
On motion of Mr. Mathews, of Tensas, leave of absence was granted him until 


to morrow. 
On motion of Mr. Demas, tho house took a recess until 2.30 p. m. 


Then the “following members answered to their names,” 60 it is 
said. Then, 


On motion of Mr. Kidd, the house proceeded to the election of a United States 
Senator, and he nominated Hon. J. B. Eustis, of Orleans. : 

Mr Hahn nominated Hon. J. G. Taliaferro, of Catahoula. 

On a call of the roll— 


Mr. CONKLING. Is that in the senate or the house? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In the house. 

Mr. CONKLING. What day of the month? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On the 11th day of January, 1876. 

Mr. CONKLING. In the house? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In the house. There voted for Mr. Eustis, as this 
states, sixty-one gentlemen, for Mr. Taliaferro one, and for Mr. Ogden 
one. 


When Mr. Walker's name was called, and before voting, he asked leave to ex- 
. he was proceeding in so doing he was called to order by 

Y. 

The ker announced that Hon. J. B. Eustis, of New Orleans, having received 
an absolute majority of the votes of the members of this honse, was declared to 
be the choice of this house for United States Senator. 

On motion of Mr. Wiltz, the house adjourned until to-morrow at 11.30 a. m. 

D. ESTILETTE, 


E. D. 
Speaker House q resentatives, State of Louisiana, 
* TE J. TREZEVANT, 
Chief Clerk. 


Then come the “seventh day's proceedings,” as the paper states, 
the second of this performance: 
New ORLEANS, January 12, 1876. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order by Hon. E. D. 
Estilette, speaker, in the chair. 


The roll was called and ninety gentlemen answered to their names. 


a Mr. Snaer, the reading of the journal was dispensed with, and it 
was adopted. 
Mr. Dupré explained that his uest, as published in the journal of the lith, 
1o: baro nam —— erased from all: euanding — — was ironical, the speaker 
ving appoin 0. 
On motion of Mr. Kidd, the clerk of the house was directed to inform the senate 
of the vote given on yesterday by the house for United States Senator, and that, 
under requirement of the law, the house of representatives was ready to re- 
ceive the senate at twelve o'clock m. on this day to proceed on joint ballot to the 
election of United States Senator. : 
The clerk then proceeded to the senate chamber, and, having returned to the 
house, reported that he had informed the senate of the vote given on y by 
the house for United States Senator under the requirements of the law, and that 
the house of representatives was now ready to proceed in joint session to the elce- 
tion of a United States Senator; that no answer had been returned by the senate. 


Then follows the appointment of committees and a communication 
from the attorney-general, not upon this subject, which I over. 
Then there was a report from the register of the land office. Now 
we come to the subject again: 


On motion of Mr. Young, the speaker was requested to invite the members of 
the senate of this State who were willing to meet the members of the house in joint 
session, for the pu of proceeding to the election of United States Senator, to 
seats in the hall of the house of representatives. 

The speaker stated that inasmuch as the lientenant-governor of tho 8 
oficio president of the senate thereof, and the secreta: the senate had fail 
appear in the hall of the house of representatives for t 2 of partici 
in the election of United States Senator, he should upon Hon. W. Jasper 
Blackburn, senator from the twentieth senatorial district, to preside iu tho ab- 
sence of the lieutenant-governor; and Hon. W. J: r Blackburn, assuming tho 
duties of presiding officer of the General Assembly, directed the clerk of the house 
to call the roll of the members of the senate, when it appeared that the following 
members of the senate answered to their names, to wit: 


y Twelve—I do not give their names—among whom was Mr. Black- 
urn. 


The speaker directed the clerk of the house to call the roll of the house; when 
the following members answered to their names, to wit: 


Seventy-eight: 
Total namber of members of the General Assembly present, 90. 
The 12 and the 78 made 90. - 


On motion of Mr. Kidd, of the house, the clerk was directed to read to the joint 
assembly the journal of the house of yesterday in relation to the election of United 
States Senator; which was done, 

The speaker also directed the clerk of the house to read from the New Orleans 
Republican, the official journal of the State, the journal of the senate of the State, 
of the 11th instant, in relation to the election of United States Senator. 


ex 
to 
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And here from a newspaper comes what purports to be the copy of 
the journal of the senate: 
SENATE JOURNAL. 
New Ontxaxs, January 11, 1876. 
(Extract from the journal.) 


Sena kb ffered the following motion and moved its adoption : 
See eins Chace S te DS R vaemneg in tan Hemet OË the United States— 


Seems to be a vacancy,” as the case may be, I suppose 
s Louisiana, and it being very im t that our State should be fully and 
3 75 resented in that branch of our National Government, I move that this sen- 
aie ahali nae to co-operate in an election to fill said , to the end 
that there may no longer be any excuse or shadow of reason for ving Louisi- 
ana of her proper representation in the councils of the nation. 

——— — MdA 

Senator t executive 

— . been raised, on the call of the roll the following sen- 
ators to r names: 

9 Allain, Anderson, Blackburn, 1 Brewster, 9 
Chadbourn, Eustis, George, Gla, Greene, Grover, Harper, Herring, Kelso. 
Kelly, Landry, Ogden, Pollard, bortson, Stamps, Steven, Sypher, 


nsknt—Brewster, Detiege, Dumont, Twitchell, Weber—5. 
Senator “Anderson 32 lay the motion offered by Senator Blackburn on the 
bl 
pte nest of Senator Blackburn, he withdrew,his motion to allow debate 
Senator Whitney offered the following substitute: 
“I move that it is the sense of the senate that there is not at 
in the United States Senate of a Senator-clect from the State of 
Senator Sypher moved to lay the whole subject-matter on the table. 
Senator itney then asked and obtained leave to withdraw his substitute. 
Senator Blunt moved to indefinitely postpone the motion by Senator 
kburn, 
Blgck burn. sain called for the yeas and nays, with tho following result: 


Yeas 20, nays 13, absent 3. 
moti finitel adopted. 

ano — bas lo ee! A and moved its adoption: 

„I move that it is the sense of this senate that there is not at this time a vacancy 
in the Senate of the United States of a Senator-elect trom the State of Louisiana.” 

Senator Blackburn called for the yeas and nays, 

Yeas 22, nays 12, absent 2. 

And the motion was adopted. . 

That ends the senate journal apparently, and we begin with the 
recitation of Speaker Estilette: 

The two houses having met for 3 electing a United States Senator, 
nominations were 7 — to be in order. 


t a vacancy 


d Mr. Hahn, of tho house, nominated Hon. J. G. 
am M the roll the following was the result of the vote, to wit: 
Senators— 


Giving a number of names of senators and Speaker Estilette and 
a nimbe of names of members of the house who voted for Mr. Eustis, 
making 75 votes in the whole, as it is stated. 
Mr. Hahn, of the voted for Hon. J. G. Taliaferro. 
received an absolute majority of the votes of th 
Minha 83 e in — „ (a irdk of all tho 


bein, t and voting.) was declared and 
members elected to both pany presen’ Pag — L rk ae 


On of Mr. of the house, the members of the senate were 
allowed to withdraw from the joint assembly. 
That was fortunate, or they would have been there yet, I suppose! 
Mr. Demas moved to adjourn; which was lost. 
Then come notices of bills. I do not know—I have not had time 
to read this all the way through—that there is anything more that 
relates to the election so called. Now, what does that show, Mr. 
President? And to guard 1 any misapprebension I want to say 
that when I am stating w it shows I do not mean to say that I 
shall hold to this first impression by any means, because I do not think 
it right to entangle myself by ay hastily formed notion on a matter 
of this importance; but, inasmuch as we are forced by the persistence 
of my friend from Ohio to have notions instantly and now, I want to 
su t one or two. y 
Of course it is perfectly obvious that bnt for the statute of the United 
States, to which allusion has been made, this would have been no 
election at all. That has Poan yg over as over again. 
Mr. THURMAN. What is that proposition 
Mr. EDMUNDS. lam spanking os oad asIcan. Isay that I think 
it is perfectly obvious that but for the act of Congress on the subject 
the paper from which I have read would not show that there had been 
any valid election ; bat taking it to be true it would show that there 
had not been. That, as I say, has become settled law so long that it 
is not necessary to go into any discussion about it. 
Then what sort of a case have we got under this statute? The Con- 
stitution says: 5 
of holding elections for Senators resent- 
As 336 Stato by the Legislature thereof ; 2 Con- 
gress may at any time by law mako or alter such except as to the places 
of choosing Senators. { es A 
That being the state of the Constitution, Congress in 1866 provided 
this statute. The first part of the first section provides for a regular 
election, which I need not read. It then proceeds to say that such 
election shall be conducted in the following manner: 
Each house shall openly, by a viva voce vote of each member 3 name one 
E Abe EATS A majerieg of the wholonusabor of votos onat in osch house, shall 


7 havi majority of all the ten f tue anid joint bl ri 
1 ving a o votes 01 assembly, a majorit, 
of 1 both houses being present and votin; Tipu be de 
clared duly elected; and, in case no person shall receive such majority on the first 
day, the joint assembly shall meet at twelve o'clock meridian of each succeeding 
pg ase pamper a T E EEEN e AERE TRE RISEN ele ne 
shall be elected. 


Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That whenever, on the meeting of the Legis- 
lature of any State, a vacancy shall exist in the representation of such State in 
the Senate of the United States, said Legislature shall proceed, on the second ‘Tucs- 
day after the commencement and organization of its session, to elect a person to 
— soh yacancy, in the manner hereinbeforo provided for the election of a Senator 


Now, the question is whether within the just meaning of that lat- 
ter section, taking it according to the subject to which it is applied, 
anybody has a right to say or had a right to say then more particn- 
larly that there was a vacancy for this office for which they voted 
for this gentleman. A previous Legislature, claimed by a majority of 
the Committee on Privile and Elections to be a true one, and I 
believe another previous Legislature, claimed by a minority of the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections to be another true one, had 
proceeded according to the forms of law to make an election, and the 
executive authority of the State under its seal had proceeded to 
8 the usual certificate, and that person had filed his certificate in 

he Senate and presented himself for admission, and at the time 
these proceedings were taking place the question whether he was 
lawfully elected or not was under consideration and not yet decided 
by this 1 8 . 

My friend’s construction may be eminently right; it may be emi- 
nently wise, in the interest of public justice and of public peace every- 
where; but we had better think of it a little first. It may be that the 
construction of that act was intended to be and is that the business 
of electing a Senator can be made the sport of parties in a Legisla- 
ture every time it meets, and that one Legislature electing a Senator 
and adjourning, and its complexion being changed before that Sena- 
tor takes his seat, the next one may say at once, “ There is a vacancy; 
the form of proceedings is invalid for some reason or other; let us 
elect another ; at any rate, we can try it on, and if in the mean time 
the majority in the Senate of the United States has changed, inas- 
much as it almost always happens that on such questions party affili- 
ations or personal judgments seem very often to coincide, our second 
birth ean get in much easier than the first.” Is it desirable, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to cultivate that style of proceeding in a Legislature in the case 
of a vacancy? I submit to you, sir, and to Senators, because if this 
gentleman be not lawfully elected it is very easy to have him or 
somebody else properly elected, I suppose. They must have a Legis- 
lature by this time; perhaps they had then; I am not on that point. 
Bat I submit that the true construction, the wholesome construction 
of that statute, withont which we all agree these papers would be 
nothing at all, is that the vacancy to which it refers when it author- 
izes a State lature to proceed is one that exists in the eyes of all 
men, and that it is not to be a contest as to a fact that must exist in 
one way or the other, trading upon the future to provide for it. 

If the true construction of this section is that when a State is 
authorized to prana it is authorized to proceed when there is a 
vacancy that there cannot be any mistake about, and which does not 
turn out to be a vacancy because the Senate votes one way and turns 
out to be no vacancy because it votes the other way, then this action 
of these gentlemen, if they were the Legislature of the State of Lou- 
isiana, was entirely illegal. Here you can see that one body of that 
Legislature—I 1 equally entitled to its opinion as the other, 
equally justified in standing upon it if it was sincere—was of opinion 
that there was no vacancy, and they said so by a vote of two to one. 
If it turned out that there was no vacancy at that time, the senate 
of tho State of Louisiana would have been right; they thonght there 
was none. Is it the meaning of this statute that that y was to 
compose this great tribunal of the nation, that the senate of that 
State was bound to trade at its peril, or proceed upon its peril about 
this business? If it went into an election, then it was equivalent to 
saying that the credentials of Mr. Pinchback were fictitious, or irreg- 
ular, or illegal; and what 5 that might produce on tlie 
minds of Senators who can say 

If they took the other horn of the dilemma, as they did, then if it 
turned out that a bare majority of this body held that Pinchback was 
not entitled to a seat, their voice in the election would be entirely 
ignored and frustra Is it wholesome to put such a construction as 

t on a statute of this great dignity or character? 

It appears to me, Mr. President, that it would be well worth while 

in the long run, even for my friend from Ohio and all my friends on tho 


other side of this Chamber, to have a carefal examination of this 
question and a report by a committee. I repeat that I do not wish to 
put myself in any wrong position by voting finally on this question 
now one way or the other; but you can see the monstrous injustice 
and the tumult and the disorder and the corruption oven which would 
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almost necessarily flow from any other construction of the statute 
than the one that I have last suggested; and if we are to make 
the membership of this body the mere sport of gambling politicians 
in States and the mere sport of the excitement and changes of parties 
in this body according as a row of one after another may be set up 
for a State before the first one is decided upon, then we ought to be 
careful and take the Seep daliborka, so that the people of this 
country may see that wo have solid ground to stand upon. 

That is all I have to say, sir. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The qnestion is on the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Ohio to discharge the Committee on Privil and Elec- 
tions from the further consideration of the credentials of J. B. Eustis. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, upon the 7th of March last at the 
extra session of this Senate, on the motion of the Senator from Dela- 
ware, the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg were ordered to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections when that com- 
mittee should be appointed. That committee was appointed upon Pri- 
day, the th day o aren. Upon the same day the Senator from Ohio 
moved the reference of the credentials of Mr. Eustis, the present 
claimant, to the same committee. That was Friday. Between that 
and the day of adjournment, which was tho 17th of March, there 
were six working days. The credentials of the claimant from Lonisi- 
ana, Mr. Kellogg, were before that committee during that time. The 
committee were engaged upon that case, as every member of the com- 
mittee knows, during nearly the whole time, and the chairman was 
engaged in making up a report which he did not have time to pre- 
sent. There is no member of that committee who does not know 
that the Committee on Privileges and Elections had not time during 
that short period to consider botb these cases. They did consider 
the one which came to them first, the case of Kellogg, and as I say 
a report was drawn up which for some reason was not presented to 
this Senate. During this session the Senate well knows there has 
been no opportunity to consider these cases. The Senate has been 
engaged in other business. There have been no committee meetings. 
No one hasasked to have the committee consider these cases; no appli- 
cation has been made to the committee that the claimants might 
ap before the committee and be heard. $ 

ow, I understand that the Senator from Ohio bases his motion to 
discharge this committee upon the allegation that tho committee has 
been derelict in its duty. ‘That allegation is not true, no matter by 
whom made; and if that is the ouly ground on which tho dis- 
charge of this committee is asked from the consideration of this mat- 
ter there is no reason why the Senate should vote in favor of the 
motion. If on the 9th day of March last there was reason for send- 
ing these papers to the committee, as the Senator from Ohio moved, 
the same reason exists to-day; and if, as he charges, the want of 
performance or the neglect of performance of their duty by that com- 
mittee is the reason why this case should be withdrawn from that 
committee, it has no foundation in fact whatever. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I shall not undertake to detail what took place 
in the committee, bnt I do say as a member of that committee that 
there was as ample time to have considered the question of Mr. Eus- 
tis’s credentials as there was to consider Mr. Kellogg's. I believe that 
the committee could have reported upon both cases at the last session 
if they had been so inclined to do. Now, the facts of Mr, Eustis’s 
election are known to everybody. They are known as well to every 
member of this Senate as to the committee, or as they will be to the 
Senate after the committee shall have reported upon them. Thereis 
no necessity, in my judgment, for this committee to be charged with 
an investigation into the question of Mr, Eustis's election. As a mem- 
ber of the committee I do not shirk the responsibility of the work 
which devolves upon it; and whenever the services of the committee 
can aidin any respect the judgment at which the Senateshould arrive, 
1 think iteminently proper that the committee should be charged with 
the duty and make its report. But does not every man in the coun- 
try know all about the organization of the legislature known as the 
Wheeler legislature? Does not everybody know that great satisfac- 
tion was evinced throughout the entire country at the pacification 
which was to follow upon the o. ization of that legislature and 
that the country everywhere ho when that legislature saw proper 
to elect Mr. Eustis to the Senate that he would bo seated; and yet 
though that election took place more than twelve months ago, per- 
haps nearly two years ago, he is still knocking at the doors of the 
Senate for admission; and now when his case is brought before the 
Senate again we are met with the objection that it is a matter re- 
quiring to be investigated. 

Highly asl appreciate the intelligence of the committee—and Iknow 
its worth and the respect iu which the services of every member of the 
committee are held—notwithstanding my high regard for the intelli- 
gence and the industry of the committee, I take it upon myself to 
say that it would not throw one particle of light upon this question 
which is not now possessed by every member of the Senate. The 
people of the country are getting tired of these delays, and it is time 
they were tired of them. Since 1873 Louisiana has been denied her 
just representation upon this floor; and now, when peace pervades 
that State, when there is but one government recognized any- 
where as the government of Louisiana, still when her Senators pre- 
seut themselves at the bar of this Senate and ask admission, for 
one reason or another they are kept out. How long they are to be 
kept out I will not venture to assert; but I say here and now that 
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every effort of mine shall be given in the Senate upon these ques- 
tions of privileges whenever they come before it, and I shall not fail 
on all occasions to admit them by my vote, so far as I can do it, at 
the very earliest opportunity. If the case goes to the committee I 
shall be diligent, “in season and out of season,” in pressing upon that 
committee the obligation to take up these questions and to report 
them back to the Senate as soon as they can possibly do so. For one, 
I Ang 3 re these delays, and I think these questions ought to be 

80 of. 

r. MCMILLAN. Mr. President, I would not add a single remark 
upon this subject if the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. aneron] 
being a member of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
not taken the position he has here. This matter has been committed 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections of the Senate, and a 
motion is now made to discharge that committee from the further 
consideration of these credentials. I cannot look upon that motion, 
nor could I upon any action of the Senate in favor of the motion, in 
any other way than as adverse to the action of the committee in fail- 
ing to make a report. Certainly that committee has used all dili- 
gence to arrive at a conclusion in re to these Louisiana matters ; 
and if our friends on the other side of the Honse had been willing to 
wait patiently, doubtless these cases would have been disposed of at 
an early day without this discussion and without bringing them to 
the attention of the Senate in this manner, about which so much 
complaint is made by the Senators from Ohio and Delaware. 

After the remarks made by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. ED- 
MUNDS] it seems to me very clear that if these papers, called the 
credentials of the claimant to be a Senator from Louisiana, were pre- 
sented to the Senate for the first time this morning and a motion 
made to admit the gentleman to a seat, that motion would not be 
granted. The act of Congress prescribes the mannerin which the 
election of a Senator shall be authenticated. The great seal of the 
State and the signature of the governor of the State attest ordinarily 
the election of a Senator. In this case both those uisites are ab- 
sent. We have no certificate of the governor of Louisiana that Mr. 
Eustis was elected a Senator from that State. All the evidence of 
the election is a paper purporting to be an extract from the journals 
of the two houses of the Legislature of Louisiana, a mere certified 
copy of a record without any authentication from the officials of 
that State, or the seal of the State under ths custody of the governor. 
The very tact that these credentials are irregalar in form would of 
itself be sufficient to require the reference of the matter to a com- 
mittee ; not that it is essential in all cases that the form of the certi- 
ficate should be that prescribed by the act of Congress, but where 
that is not given, there is sufficient ground in all cases for referring 
the matter to a committee of the Senate. Much more, then, when the 
papers have been presented and referred to a committee of the Sen- 
ate the case should not be taken from the committee until they have 
acted upon it. I trust that the motion of the Senator from Ohio will 
not prevail. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I do not pro; to now state 
what my opinion will be upon the credentials which have been par- 
tially read by the Senator from Vermont. All I can say is, that if 
the evidence in the case of Mr. Eustis in my judgment justifies his 
admission, I shall so report so far as I am concerned, and shall vote 
to admit him. From the reading of the papers, which is the only 
knowledge I have of them, I could not nowsay whether I should vote 
to admit him or not. 

But my friend, the Senator from Delaware, says that the country is 
tired of this matter; that we have all the light we need; that there 
is no necessity for any more. We have not one scintilla more light 
at this very moment than we had on the 9th day of March last, when 
the Senator from Ohio moved to refer these credentials to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. Is there any new light? There 
is no allegation that there is auy. The case stands before us to-day 
precisely as it stood upon the 9th day of March last, when the Sena- 
tor from Ohio moved, and thereby confessed that it was proper, that 
this case should go to the Committee on Privileges and Wleetions, 

Now, my friend from Delaware says that the committee have had 
ample time to consider this matter. He speaks for himself. It is a 
great advantage to a person who is to judge of a subject to havea 
preconceived opinion upon it, so that no investigation is required. I 
do not say that the mind of my friend, the Senator from Delaware, is 
so made up that he does not need to investigate anything, but is pre- 
pared to vote one way without investigation; but what I do say is, 
that such a state of mind immensely facilitates the decision of matters 
of this kind; and I say that neither I nor the rest of the members of 
that committee, I believe, had so far made up our minds upon this 
case and the case of Mr. Kellogg as to be able at the last session to 
report to this body. I appeal to the common sense of Senators and 
their knowledge of the state of affairs at the extra session. A new ad- 
ministration had come into power. Many appointments were being 
made that provoked discussion; the time of 8 was taken up; 
and yet, notwithstanding that, the chairman of the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, who I regret is not now here, did devote his 
time to the preparation of a report in the Kellogg case, and had there 
been time he would have presented that report to this body. 

The charge that the committee neglected its duty I did feel that I 
ought to reply to, in behalf of my friend, the Senator from Indiana, 
whose seat is vacant, It is a charge upon him and a wholly unde- 


114 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


OCTOBER 19, 


Lfelt as a member of 
that committee knowing his engagements, knowing his illness, know- 
ing the condition of his body and the constant pressure on him by 
those who surrounded oro and knowing, 75 eo thus ill, thus sur- 


served charge that he did neglect his duty. 


rounded, and thus crowded and pressed with business he did prepare 
a report upon the Kellogg case and devoted to it his time —I say, 
knowing all that, I felt it to be my dnty to repel, in behalf of a 
friend who is not here, the charge that he neglected the duty which 
devolved npon him as a member of this y and as chairman of 
that committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon the motion of the 
Senator from Ohio to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the further consideration of the credentials of J. B. 
Eustis. 

Mr. CONKLING. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the present motion of the Senator 
from Ohio would have the result, and no more, of bringing the cre- 
dentials of Mr. Eustis before the Senate in order that he may take 
the oath of office. He is at present the only person presenting cre- 
dentials from the State of Lonisiana for the term in question. The 
credentials being before the Senate and the oath of office having been 
administered to Mr. Eustis, instantly they might be referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, who then should treat this 
case according to its merits. But it isa prima facie case, and it is the 
only prima facie case covering the term for which he was elected. 
There is no contest respecting it, and the effect of such action would 
be no delay or prejudice of any other man’s rights, but it would sim- 

ly give a State that has no voice upon the floor of this body, and has 

ad an unequal representation against her will for these many years, 
the opportunity of being heard according to her rights and the forms 
of our Government. Therefore there is no delay and there can be no 
delay, there is no prejudice to the rights of any other person and 
there can be none, in bringiug these credentials before the Senate by 
the present motion, letting the oath of oflice be administered, and 
then making a recommittal, which will answer all the purposes if 
any investigation, if any further information should be desi in the 
opinion of any Senator upon this question. 

1 apprehend there are credentials of no member of the body, the 
right to whose seat in the body is open to question, bnt what may al- 
ways, in the pleasure of the Senate, be committed for the purpose of 
investigation. After-diseovered testimony would be a perfectly good 
ground for the examination of any c respectably preferred, 
against the seat of any Senator, although he had been and wasat the 
time an active member of the body. Therefore, while I deprecate no 
investigation and no examination, and would shut out no truth or no 
light, I am desirous that we still should follow the truth in the har- 
ness of the law and according to the forms of our Government. 

For that reason I trast that the Senate will permit these papers to 
come here upon the table that the oath may be administered; and 
then if it is thought necessary to make a reference let it be done; if 
examination anc eo er be desired let them be had; but do 
not in the mean time hold up a case against which not one breath by 
way of contest is urged; and it does seem to me it violates the prac- 
tice and the law as heretofore administered in this body. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Mr. President, I know nothing about this 
Lonisiana controversy. I was a member of another branch of the 
public service at the time of the discussion in relation to the election 
of Mr. Pinchback and Mr. Eustis. Until the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. ASEE read the credentials of Mr. Eustis to-day I knew 
nothing about the election, for I had paid no attention to the subject 
whatever, For that reason 1 am not prepared to vote to-day upon 
the question of his admission. The case was referred last March to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. My friend on my left 
(Mr. Hoar] says it will be very soon reported upon. I would much 
rather have a report of the committee upon the subject, which is the 
usual way, so that we can see and examine the question fully. It is 
a legal question—purely a legal question. I do not want to give any 
opinion upon it until I have investigated it further. 

In reply to my friend from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] I will say that 
it would be taken as an expression of opinion „upon the legal ques- 
tion if we voted now to have the committee disch from this in- 
vestigation. We are now but a few days advan in the session, 
and the Committee on Privileges and Elections has had no oppor- 
tunity to investigate the subject. 

I voted yesterday not to refer Mr. Spofford’s credentials to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections, because that question was before 
the Senate, and it was no discourtesy to the committee to have the 
Senate to decide it. The question was before the Senate and the 
Senate could, in the light of events that have transpired recently, 
with which every one is acquainted, decide the subject one way or 
the other. 

I merely rose to explain why it is that I am unable to vote now to 
discharge the committee from the consideration of this case. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I had supposed that this was a 
matter which could be about as well considered in the Senate as any- 
where else, because it is a question the facts of which are all of rec- 
ord. I hold in my hand the official journal of the Legislature of 


Louisiana which shows the same thing that appears in these creden- 
The case is all in a nutshell, and 


tiais. The facts are all apparent. 


there is no contest about it. If there is any eee of law arising 
upon these facts, it can be as well considered, it seems to me, by open 
discussion in the Senate without the report of the committee as it 
could be after a report upon it. 

I wish now to say another thing. Some members of the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections seem to think that this motion of mine 
is a hit at them. I never so understvod it. I moved first that Mr. 
Eustis be sworn in. I moved that for the reason that I gave to-day, 
and for the reasons that were expressed by the chairman of that very 
committee twenty months ago, that Pinchback being out of the way 
Eustis was clearly entitled to be sworn; and I did not sup 
that any report of a committee was necessary. But that motion of 
mine was flanked by a question of order. Of course I went down 
before a question of order. I do not know anybody that does not. 
No matter how good a side he has when a subject is under considera- 
tion, a question of order always knocks him down. I went down 
under that, and then the only thing I could do in order to be in order, 
and I wanted to be, was to move todischarge this committee. I had 
no idea of offending the committee. In fact I do not know that com- 
mittees have a kind of antonomy of their own, with certain attributes 
of sovereignty that must be treated with great consideration by the 
Senate. thought that committees were simply instrumentalities of 
the Senate to do what the Senate ordered them to do and to forbear 
doing whenever the Senate told them to forbear; and that whenever 
the Senate saw fit to take a matter into its own hands it had a right 
to do it without any apologies. 

That is the idea which I had about committees, and it was very 
strongly 8 upon me svon alter I came into this body. I was 

ut on the Committee on the Judiciary, My friend from New York 
Fur. CONKLING] was a distinguished member of that committee. 
The Senator from Illinois not now a member of the body (Mr. Trum- 
ball) was chairman of the committee. We made divers reports at 
one session of the Senate and the Senate overruled us in every in- 
stance for a whole month. I do not think we were able to pass a bill 
for a month. The Senate set itself fairly and sqnarely against us 
until one member of that committee, the late Senator from Wiscou- 
sin, (Mr. Carpenter,) got up and suggested to the Senate to abolish 
it as of no farther use, for no matter what that committee reported 
in favor of the Senate was sure to reject it. I felt very sorry about 
it and I remoustrated, but the reply was that if the Senate saw fit to 
take that course they had aright to do so. 

I only want to say that I disclaim having any intention to offend 
the Committee on Privileges aud Elections in any way whatever. [ 
thought with the distinguished chairman that Pinchback being out 
of the way there was nothing to do but to swear Eustis. I thought 
the credentials which had been presented twenty-one mouths ago 
ought to be found out to be regular or irregular. 

r. CONKLING, That they ought to be good by this time? 

Mr. THURMAN. I thought it did not require more than twenty- 
one months to find out whether a few pages of paper were regulär 
or irregular. I was not aware of the immense importance and dif- 
culty of the question; in my own simplicity 1 did not know it at all. 
I thought it would be found ont very easily, but it appears that I 
was entirely mistaken. It appears that there is a profundity about 
this question, a mystery abont it, a difficulty about it, that requires 
more consideration, and that twenty-one mouths are not enough. It 
took four years to settle Pinchback. Why should it not take the 
remaiuing two years of the term to settle Eustis, and so let Lou- 
isiana go without any Senator at all? I suppose, according to the 
rule of proportion, if it takes four years to settle Pinehback it might 
reasonably be expected to take two years to settle Eustis. Practi- 
cally and really I cannot conceive why it is that this gentleman, who 
has no contestant, who was elected by a body confessedly the Legis- 
latare of the State, and elected nearly two years ago, who confessedly 
received the votes of a majority of that Legislature, should not be 
sworn. I cannot see why he should be kept out in the cold in order 
that some difficult problem in constitutional law, or in the crossin 
of ts or dotting of fs in legislative proceedings, should be investi- 
gated and fathomed so as to make a sound precedent for all time, if 
not for eternity itself. I presume I cannot see it because of my ob- 
stinacy. No doubt this difficult question will be examined in detail, 
No doubt it agitates profoundly the minds of the members of the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. I have no donbt that on 
account of it they deprive themselves sometimes of that necessar 
and healthful repose and sleep which would enable them to muc 
better decide this case in a short and brief time! I have no doubt it 
must be so, because if it were otherwise they would not ask for fur- 
ther time; and in my simplicity I did not understand it at all. 

But now, Mr. President, several Senators have suggested to me 
that they would prefer that this motion should not be pressed to-day; 
and it has been suggested I believe by one or two, if not more, of the 
members of the Committee on Privileges and Elections that they 
would be able to report upon this case in a brief time, I think there 
was such a suggestion made, and that they have manifested their 
determination to doit. That is all that I ask. I would a great deal 
rather have a report than not; and in view of what has been said, 
and especially in view of what has been remarked by the Senator 
from Illinois, [ Mr. Davis,] I will for the present postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this motion. 

Several Sxxarons. Withdraw the motion. 
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Mr. THURMAN. I will move to lay it on the table. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. Will the Senator let me say one word? i 
Mr. THURMAN. * Certainly ; I will withdraw my motion, that the 
Senator may make a speech. : 
Mr. WADLEIGH. I wish to say but a single word. I did not feel 
aggrieved myself, Mr. President, at the proposition to withdraw this 
case from the Committee on Privileges and Elections, nor did I feel 
offended at the motion, nor should I have felt offended at the action 
of the Senate if the Senate had seen fit to withdraw the case from 
that committee. | 
My friend, the Senator from Ohio, in the remarks which he last 
made entirely ignores the fact that he did allude to the length of 
time that this case had been before that committee as a reason why 
it should be taken from it. At that remark I did feel aggrieved, but 
not on my own account, The Senator from Ohio well knows, as the 
Senate well knows, that the manner in which a committee does busi- 
ness is not determined by a member of the committee who holds the 
ition which I do on the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
t depends upon the chairman, and practically upon the chairman 
alone. That statement of the Senator from Ohio I did feel to be a 
ievous charge of neglect of duty against my friend the Senator 
m Indiana. Iam happy, however, to find that he thinks with us 
that this case should not be decided to-day. - 
Mr. THURMAN. I renew my motion to lay the motion on the 


tabl 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio moves that the 
pending question be laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day it be te meet on Monday next. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was to; and (at one o’clock and tifty-five min- 
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


SATURDAY, October 20, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Joun Porsat, D. D. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at twelve o’clock and 
three minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
MONDAY, October 22, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The. Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap- 
proved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I present the petition of J. Davis Hubbard and 
others, letter-carriers of the city of Providence, Rhode Island, pray- 
ing for an increase of compensation. I presented a petition some 
days ago from the citizens of Providence to the same etfect. I move 
that this petition be referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. a 

Mr. FERRY presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Michigan, in favor of an appropriation by Congress for the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Sagatuck, Michigan; which was referred to 
the Committe on Commerce. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michi- 
gan, in favor of an appropriation by Con for the construction of 
a harbor at Menominee, in that State; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, 
in favor of an appropriation by Congress for a harborof refuge at 
Grand Marais Harbor, on Lake Superior; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also 13 a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, 
in favor of an appropriation 5 Congress for the construction of a 
light-house at the mouth of Thunder Bay River, Michigan; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, 
in favor of an appre riation by Congress for the improvement of the 
harbor at Holland, Michigan; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, 
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in favor of an appropriation by Congress for the improvement of the 
harbor at New Bnffalo, Berrien County, Michigan; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McPHERSON presented the petition of Benjamin E. Reeves 
and others, letter-carriers of the city of Newark, New Jersey, praying 
for an increase of compensation; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a shear of Amos Clark, jr., and others, busi- 
ness men of the city of Elizabeth, New Jersey, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of the Singer Manufacturin 
Company and a large number of other business of the city of 
Buffalo, New York, praying for an increase of compensation to letter- 
carriers; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presentod the petition of Boyle Patrick and others, letter- 
carriers of the city of Buffalo, New York, praying for an increase of 
compensation ; which was referred to the Bonumittes on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present a memorial of the Board of Trade of 
Kansas City, Missouri, in favor of the repeal of the resumption ac 
the remonetization of silver, and the ing of heske ale 
tender for all debts, publie and private. I move that this memorial 
be printed and referred to the Committee on Finance, in the hope that 
they will report upon all the propositions favorably. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented the petition of John G. 
Atkins and others, of West Virginia, soldiers of the late war, pray- 
ing that the bill known as the bounty bill may be favorably consid- 
7 8 5 Congress; which was referred to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I present the petition of the minor 
3 and heirs 1 Jopi 5 late prea 1 of ths 
Twelfth Regiment West Virginia Infantry, praying that a pension 
may be allowed to them. I wish to state that their father fell in 
battle before Petersburgh, Virginia, and I believe this to be a merito- 
rious case, though it is not covered by the existing laws, owing to 
some informality in the papers. I move the reference of the petition 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GARLAND presented the petition of S. M. Allen and others, of 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, praying for the establishment of a mail-route 
from Benton, the county seat of Saline County, to Cedar Glades, in 
Montgomery County; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post- 

He also presented the petition of H. T. B. Teylor and others, of 
Arkansas, praying for the establishment of a weekly mail line from 
Little Rock to Mount Ida, Arkansas; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Augustin Gachot, of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, praying compensation for property taken during the late 
war by United States troops, under the command of General Steele, 
8 Camden, Arkansas; which was referred to the Committee on 

aims. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I present the petition of Henry Bohle and a large 
number of business men and citizens of Chicago, IIlinois, praying 
for an increase of the salary of letter-carriers, and specifically nrag 
the sum at $1,200 per annum. The penson is very largely signed, 
and, I beg leave to say, very creditably indorsed by the leading pub- 
lic men of that great city. I move its reference to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of James F. Hunt and others, 
letter-carriers of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, praying for an increase of 
compensation; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the memorial of the Vessel Owners and 
Captains’ Association of Philadelphia, in favor of the continuance 
of the present navigation laws, and especially ee ee ) e 
any change by which foreign vessels may be admitted to American 
registry ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

T. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of Perry Starkwether 
and others, letter-carriers of the city of Detroit, Michigan, praying 
for an increase of compensation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the petitionof J. S. Pillsbury and oth 
letter-carriers of Saint Paul, Minnesota, praying for an increase o 
compensation; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post- 

He also presented the petition of Frank E. Curtis and others, let- 
ter-carriers of Minneapolis, Minnesota, praying for an increase of 
compensation; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of the Boylston Insurance Com- 
pany and others, praying for the re-establishment of an American 

egation at Bogota, in the United States of Colombia, and the appoint- 
ment of a representative thereat; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of Sampson Goliath, of 
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Indianapolis, Marion County, Indiana, late a private in Company A, 
Fifty-fifth Regiment Massachusctts Volunteers, praying that he may 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of W. H. Bond and others, of 
Leavenworth, Kansas, praying for an increase of compensation to 
letter-carriers; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petition of W. W. Handlin, a citi- 
zen of Louisiana, which sets forth that he was appviuted in 1863 a 

udge of the third district court of New Orleans, a court of general 

urisdiction, after the forces of the United States got possession of 
that town, with a certain salary attached; and that on account of 
some difficulty, either about the construction of the law or the ad- 
ministration of his affairs, he thinks he is entitled to some further 
consideration from the United States. Uuder the circumstances, and 
at the request of the gentleman who asked me to present this peti- 
tion, I move that it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DORSEY presented the petition of Susan J. Berry, of Hunts- 
ville, Madison County, Arkansas, praying for arrears of pay due her 
deceased husband from the Government of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. M 


Mr. SAUNDERS. Mr. President, I hereby give notice that I will 
to-morrow or on some subsequent day ask leave to introduce a bill 
to make appropriation for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Missouri River at and near Omaha, Nebraska, and Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, and to inclade also an additional sum to complete the work 
now in progress near Nebraska City, Nebraska. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WADLEIGH asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 69) for the relief of William H. Ward; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 70) to repeal section 3 of an act eutitled “An 
act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved 
January 14, 1875; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HEREFORD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 71) to repeal an act to provide for the 
resumption of specie payments; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JOHNSTON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 72) for the relief of the heirs of William 
A. Graham; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Patents, 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 73) for the relief of John A. Darling; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HAMLIN. This bill has been once favorably considered by 
the Senate. 1 move that it be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and that the memorial and accompanying papers in the case 
on the files of the Senate be also sent to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 74) granting a pension to Samuel H. Kelsey; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 75) granting 2 pension to Milton H. Clements; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 76) granting a pension to Mary Ann McFarland ; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. INGALLS. I hold in my hand a bill granting pensions to cer- 
tain soldiers and sailors of the war of 1846 with Mexico, and to the 
widows of said deceased soldiers and sailors. This bill was handed to 
me by the secretary of the National Veterans’ Association of the War 
with Mexico, together with a petition upon the same subject, which 
I wish to offer without expressing any opinion as to the merits of the 
bill or being committed in its favor. I ask that the bill and the peti- 
tion may be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
77) granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 1846 
with Mexico, and to the widows of deceased soldiers and sailors; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying petition, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. INGALLS also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 78) granting a pension to Reuben Marshall; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 79) to establish a pension agency at Topeka, in the 


State of Kansas; which was read ice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 80) to reimburse the State of Kansas for expenses 
incurred by said State for the United States in ropologi invasions 
and suppressing Indian hostilities; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
ducea bill (8. No. 81) for the relief of W. II. Powell; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 82) for the relief of Gustav Hesselberger; which 
1 read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 

airs. . 

Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 83) for the relief of Edwin Rogers; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. DAWES. I will say that this bill passed the Senate at the last 
session. I move that the petition and vouchers now onsthe files be 
taken therefrom and referred with the bill to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. ` 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. HOWE. I ask consent to introduce a bill, which I do at the 

uest of another person. 

y unanimous consent, Jeave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 84) to amend certain provisions of the Revised Statates ef the 
United States, relating to the transportation of animals; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Jadi- 


ciary. 

M.. OGLESBY asked, and by nnanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. S5) for the relief of the executors of the estate 
of John S. Miller, deceased; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 86) to authorize the coinage of a dol- 
lar of 4123 grains standard silver, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 87) authorizing the adjudication and pay- 
ment of certain claims upon the fund created by section 15 of ohan 
ter 459 of the lawsof the Forty-third Congress; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TELLER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 83) for the relief of James W. Richards and 
J. S. Brown & Bro., of Denver, Colorado; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unauimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 89) for the relief of the officers and privates 
of the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I have been requested by a respectable citizen 
of this District to present three bills, which seem to be regular and 
meritorions. I introduce them without committing myself for or 
agaiust them. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
90) for the relief of Naunie Hall; which was read twice by its title, 
8 with the accompanying papers, referred to the Comm. ttee on 

aims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 91) for the relief of Gallus Kerchner; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 92) for the relief of William T. Pate and Silas Q. 
Howe; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 93) making further appropriation for the 
purpose of continuing the construction of canal and locks at the Cas- 
cades of the Columbia River in the State of Oregon; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 94) anthorizing the constraction of range-lights 
on Sand Island, mouth of the Columbia River; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 95) authorizing the construction of a first-class 
light-house on Tillamook Head, Oregon; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 96) for the relief of Junius T. Turner; which was 
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 97) authorizing the Secretary of War to grant 
permission to the pruprietors of salmon fisheries now located on 
Three-tree Point military reservation on the Columbia River in 
Washington Territory to remain on said reservation; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 


Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
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to introduce a bill (S. No. 98) to divide the State of Nebraska into 
two judicial districts; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. t 

Mr. CONOVER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 99) for the relief of the estate of Amos 
Treland, deceased; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 100) for the relief of the heirs of Chauncy 
M. Lockwood; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8. No. 101) for the relief of Susan J. Berry; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 102) for the relief of the legal „ of 
James L. Clements, late of the State of Alabama, deceased; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


0 PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the petition, with the accompanying 
papers, of Daniel Stickney, be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. The case 
has had a favorable report by bill, and the bill passed the Senate at 
the last session. * 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have been requested to ask that Seth Dri 
have leave to withdraw his papers from the files of the Senate. The 
memorandum states that they were referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations at the last session and that no report was made. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made upon the con- 
Gition imposed by the rules. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I ask leave to have the papers and evi- 
dence in the case of Nicholas Vedder, paymaster of the United States 
Army, relating to a claim for money lost in the line of duty at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, in the month of November, 1: taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. I beg leave 
to say that I know nothing about the facts of this case, and there- 
fore express no opinion upon them; but Mr. Vedder is known in tho 
State of Illinois to be an honorable man. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order will bo entered as desired by 
the Senator from Illinois, if there be no objection. 

On motion of Mr. WADLEIGH, it was 

he petition of Ellen Truesdale and accompanyin be taken 
9 te and referred to the „„ 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, it was 
That the in the case of Hoy McLain be taken from the files of 
3 and 8 Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. WALLACE, it was 

Ordered, That tho petition and papers of Catharine T. Campbell be taken from 
the files of the Senate and refi to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BAILEY, it was 

Ordered, That tho petition of Treadwell S. Ayres, of Memphis, Tennessee, be 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, it was 


Ordered, That the E pe apne relating to the matter of relief of the officers and pri- 
vates of the Fourth Arkansas Cevalry Volunteers be taken from, the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. COCKRELL, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the claim of J. M. Micow, R. G. P. White, R. W. 
Corbin, and I. T. Green be taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HILL, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Nathaniel P. Harbin be taken from the 
files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. CONOVER, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Enoch Totten, administrator of the es- 
tate of Lloyd, deceased, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. DORSEY, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of William Bowlin be taken from the files 
of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. DORSEY, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Henry Ware be withdrawn from th 
files of the Senate ond rotated to the Committee on Claims. S 
REPORT ON UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. CHAFFEE submitted the following resolution ; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to tranamit to the Senate 
a copy of the last annual report of the Government directors of the Union Pacific 


Company. 
SURPLUS DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. MORRILL. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate and he hereby is, in- 
structed and directed to cause the ofticers under him, as soon as practi- 
cable, to carefully collate and nemorically arrange duplicate sets of all bills and 
resolutions of the Senato and Louse of Representatives now on file in the docu- 


as waste 4 
gent fun the Senate. 


I do not know that the resolation is in precisely the form in which 
it ought to pass, and I shall ask to have it referred to the Committee 
on Printing. I merely wish now to say that something in relation to 
this matter should be done, There are a t many Sills that have 
already become laws which are piled up in the document-room and 
a great many others wholly unimportant that have merely been intro- 
duced and referred to committees and no action taken thereon. I 
desire to have the resolution referred to the Committee on Printing 
2 it may be carefully considered and reported upon at an early 

ay. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to say that I am quite sure many of the prin- 
cipal public libraries of the country would like sets of these Jocu 
ments, and they should have an opportunity to get them before they 
are treated as waste paper. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I presume the resolution will be 
printed for the information of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Printing and printed, if there be no objection. 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 


Mr. EDMUNDS. If there are no more resolutions, I move to take 
up the resolution that I submitted two or three 8 ago. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It a bee no motion. There comes 
over as unfinished business a resolution, which the Secretary will 
report for the information of the Senate, 

he Chief Clerk read the following resolution submitted by Mr. 
EpMUNDs on the 17th instant: 

Resolved, Bhat a select committee consisting of seven Senators be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to take into consideration the state of the law respectin. 
the ascertaining and declaration of the result of tho elections of President po | 
Vice-President of the United States; and that said committee have power to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On consultation with my honorable friend from 
Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] and some other gentlemen, I think it desi- 
rable to move to amend that resolution by adding these words: 

And that said committee have power to confer and act with any committee of 
the Honse of Representatives that may be charged with the same subject. 


Taw I can make that modification without a direct vote. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator has that right, and the reso- 
lution is so modified. Will the Senate agree to the resolution as 
modified ? 

Tho resolution, as modified, was to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Secretary be directed to inform 
the House of Representatives of the adoption of this resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is another resolution which comes 
over as unfinished business, which the Secretary will report for the 
information of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read as follows: 


Whereas, there appear to be material differences, alterations, and discrepan- 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think the resolution now about 
being read was offered by myself; was it not? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It was. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West vra I gave notice at the time I offered 
it that at some future nee should ask that it be taken from the 
table. Iam not prepared this morning. Let the resolution lie on 
the table until such time as I am ready to proceed with its considera- 
tion, when I shall call it up. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That course will be taken. 
What is the pleasure of the Senate! 

Mr. SARGENT. J move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at twelve o'clock and thirty-eight 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


contin 


[A pause. ] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, October 22, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Jony Porsat, D. D. 
„ of Wednesday and Saturday last were read and ap- 
prov 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A me was received from the Senate by Mr. SYMPSON, one of 


sage 
its clerks, notifying the House that that body had appointed a select 
conunittee, consisting of seven members, whose duty it shall be to 
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take into consideration the state of the law 
taining and declaration of the result of the elections of President and 
Vice-President of the United States, and that said committee have 
power to report by bill or otherwise; and that said committee have 
wer to confer on the subject with any committee of the House of 
presentatives which may be charged with the same subject, 


ing the ascer- 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM COLORADO. 


Mr. HALE. I rise to call up a question of the highest privilege, 
the unfinished business of Wednesday, the claim of a member to a 
seat upon this floor, as being a matter of the very highest privilege 
and coming over to the exclusion of all other business, even upon a 
Monday morning. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that the case to which 
the gentleman from Maine alludes comes up properly as unfinished 
business; butif there be objection the Chair will hear any statement 
5 the contrary. The Chair hears none and the case is before the 

ouse. 

The question was upon the following resolution offered by Mr. 
Hannis, of Virginia, as a substitute for the motion of Mr. HALE, that 
James B. Belford be sworn in as a Representative from the State of 
Colorado : 

Resolved, That the certificate peat by James B. Belford, and the certified 
abstracts of votes cast upon the 7th day of November, 1876, for Representative to 
the Forty-fifth Congress, and accompanying | yaaa presented by Thomas M. Pat- 
terson, upon which each claims the office of Representative to the Forty-fifth Con- 
gress of the United States from the State of Colorado, be referred to the Committee 
of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, with instructions to said committee to ro- 
port either as to the prima facie right or final right of said claimants as the com- 
mittee hea deem proper, and that neither claimant be sworn in until said committee 
repor' p 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Under the order of dèbate I believe I 
am entitled to the floor this morning on the amendment which I 
offered on last Wednesday. Before I proceed to discuss this question 
upon its merits I beg to state that I shall proceed with this discussion 
in no spiritof party. I never have thought, and no man thinks when 
he consults his judgment, that these qnestions involving the right of 
members to their seats are ever to be considered in a party aspect; 
yet history has taught us that such has been too often the case. But, 
sir, I think the hour has arrived now in our history, in this era of good 
feeling between all sections and partially between all parties, when 
the members of this House can come to the point of preminte judi- 
cial questions as judges and not as partisans. Therefore, sir, 
proceed to discuss this question as I understand it in that light. 

First, I wish for the benefit of members who have not examined 
this question to relate the history of the case, which is in a few words 
sim Siy this: On the 3d of March, 1875, Congress passed what was 
called an enabling act to permit the Territory of Colorado to come 
iuto the Union as a State upon an equal footing with the other States. 
In October, 1875, a convention was ordered and an election was held 
for members of that convention. That convention met in December, 
1875, and adopted a constitution which . 1876, was submitted 
to the people for ratification or rejection. It was ratified. Then 
what was the next step to be taken? The constitution provided that 
in the October then following there should be a general election for 
all officers of the State, enumerating them by title, and also for one 
member of Congress. 

Now, what was meant by the framers of the constitution, in saying 
one member of Congress, may be better understood when we further 
p to examine and argue the question. I will follow up the his- 
tory of the case to show the meaning of the framers of that constitu- 
Hon in providing for the election of one member of Congress in Octo- 


£; 

On the 31st day of August, 1876, the secretary of the State of Col- 
orado, under the anthority of law, issued his proclamation ordering 
and directing the sheriffs of the several counties of the State to hold 
an election for a member of Congress for the unexpired term of the 
Forty-fourth Congress. It is not necessary to read that proclamation, 
for I almost quote it literally. Things remained unchanged until the 
10th day of September, when the secretary of the State, by author- 
ity of law, issued his proclamation addressed to all the sheriffs in the 
various counties of Colorado, directing them to hold an election on 
the 71h day of November, 1876, for a member of the Forty-jifth Con- 


Thus matters proceeded officially, and that was the official history 
of it; and while explaining these official acts I want for one moment 
to refer to matters outside of the record; my friend from Maine [ Mr. 
Hae] did the same thing. The republican party, then, in pursuance 
of that proclamation, went on to canvass for the office of member of 
Congress for the unexpired term. Three or four weeks before tho elec- 
tion in October, without the knowledge of the opposite party or of 
Mr. Patterson, their tickets were printed with the name of Mr. Belford 
for member of Congress both for the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth 
Congresses. But there had been no authority given by the Legisla- 
ture or by any other authority for that to be done, It was the act of 
the party alone, or of the candidate for Congress. 

Then, on the 10th day of October, after the election of member of 
Congress for the Forty-fourth Congress, and after the general elec- 
tion, the republican State executive committee issued its mandate to 
the republican party cg ties Jere the whole State, saying that a great 
victory had been won in electing a Legislature who would elect re- 


shall- 


publican electors and electing a member of Congress for the unex- 
pia term; but that work h yet to be done, and that thero must 
an election on the 7th day of November for member of Congress for 
the Forty-fifth Congress. That proclamation was sent broadcast to 
the people of Colorado. 

Then, what was the next step? Ionly speak now of the facts which 
go to make up the record. A few days after the republican commit- 
tee had issued that proclamation ordering their men to the rescue to 
register and to vote, and instructed the registers to pay no regard to 
democratic registering, as that was none of their business, on the 13th 
day of October, a conference was had by the committee of the repub- 
lican party in which the then governor of the State of Colorado was 
asked to participate, and after mature deliberation they dstermined 
to stand their hand on the election in October for member of the Forty- 
fifth Congress, and they issued a manifesto or proclamation to their 
people revoking the order which they had made for the election of 
member of Congress on the 7th day of November, 1876, And simul- 
taneously the eecretary of state, who had issued the order in Sep- 
tember for the election in November, issued his order tq the sheri 
of the several counties in the State countermanding the previous 
order. That, sir, is the history of the case. 

Now I como to notice briefly some remarks of my friend from Maine 
(Mr. Parad Mo that subject. The object of that gentleman is to 
show that Mr. Belford has a prima facie case, and that haying a prima 


facie case he must be sworn in and admitted to a seat on this floor. 


The law upon tat stare is so well settled that I scarcely need 
refer to it; but I shall do so briefly further on. The gentleman says 
the governor's certificate constitutes a prima facie case. Now, tho 
governor's certificate makes a prima facie case only when that certifi- 
cate is authorized by law, and the party giving it has a right to issue 
it. It is not every paper that purports to be a certificate of election 
that gives the party named in it the right to a seat on this floor. It 
must be a paper issued under due authority of law by an officer hav- 
ing authority to issue it. 

The gentleman from Maine cannot produce any law of Colorado 
which authorizes the governor of that State to certify the election 
of a momber of Con It is true that undor the territorial law 
the governor of the Territory was authorized to commission the ter- 
ritorial Delegate in Congress. But the moment the Territory became 
a State and a part of this Union, and had been received under the 
proclamation of the President of the United States, and the governor 
and other State officers had been sworn in, every law of tho Territory 
became void and was repealed, except so far as any such law was 
continued either by the enabling act of Congress or by the conven- 
tion which framed the State constitution, 

Mr. HALE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question 
right here? 

r. HARRIS, of Virginia. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. Did pot the convention, in its provisions of the con- 
stitution relating to the subject, declare in terms that the forms and 
methods should be the same as had been pursued under tho territo- 
rial legislation? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virgivia. Section 16 of the schedule provides that 
the votes shall be canvassed and the result determined in tho man- 
ner provided by the laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes 
for Delegate in Congress. 

Mr. HALE, That is what I referred to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Thatis what the schedule says. If you 
will observe the phraseology of that section, however, you will see 
that it wholly omits the authorization of any certificate to be given 
by the governor. It was by a different section of the territorial law, 
under a different chapter, that authority was given to the governor 
of the Territory to certify the election of a Delegate in Congress. 
will read this section of the schedule again, and [ ask lawyers to 
analyze it carefully. ‘The votes shall be canvassed and the result 
determined in the same manner.” By whom? It means that the can- 
vassing board shall have the right to canvass the votes; that is, to 
ascertain what the vote is. And the result shall be determined, by 
addition and computation, and it has to be announced by the return- 
ing-board. After they have done that, then would follow the duty 
of the governor to make proclamation of the election of a member of 
Congress, if such authority had been given him. But no such author- 
ity was given him.. Ihave no doubt it wasa casus omissus, an unin- 
tentional omission; but such is the fact. Therefore there is no 
authority of law, except by implication, for the governor to give his 
certificate of the election of a member of Congress. 

Mr. HALE. I do not like to 8509 tho gentleman, but will he 
allow me to ask him another question here ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. ith pleasure. 

Mr. HALE. Does the gentleman make any question that under 
the territorial law the canvass was made up and the governor issued 
his certificate to the territorial Delegate ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I do not. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman makes no question of that? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I do not. 

Mr. HALE. Does he make any question, after reading the section 
of the schedule to which I referred, and which he holds in his hand, 
that 15 the terms of the constitution of Colorado the forms and 
renee pursued under the territorial law were to be pursued in the 

ta 
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Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I have just said that I admit in regard 
to the State officers that the schedule of the State constitution pro- 
vides that the same methods and rules shall be pursued in can vass- 
ing and announcing the result as in the Territory; but that does not 
carry with it by implication of law the right of the governor to issne 
a certificate of election of members of Congress for the State. He 
must have special authority to do that. It was a special statute of 
the Territory of Colorado which gave him the right to issue a certi- 
ficate to the territorial Delegate. That special statute was neither 
referred to nor re-enacted by the constitution of the State. 

Mr. HALE. The point of the gentleman is, then, that the anthori- 
ty for issuing the certificate should havo been given in terms, and 
that the reference to the right of the governor under the old terri 
torial legislation does not necessarily embrace it. Is that the point? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The point I make is that section 16 of 
the schedule does not empower the governor to issue a certificate of 
election of member of Congress. It does authorize the canvassing 
board to canvass the returns and ascertain the result; but there is 
no authority given in that schedule for the governor to grant his 
certificate. 

My friend from Maine also said: Where is the law to be found by 
which Representatives from Ohio and Maine who were not elected 
on the 7th day of November, 1876, the day prescribed by sectign 25 
of the Revised Statutes, come and take their seats here?’ That gen- 
tleman ought to know very well that the law fixing a*uniform day 
for the election of members of Con was passed. in 1872, and if 
that law had not been changed, had not been modified, my friend, 
who was elected in September, 1876, could not now have aseat on this 
floor. Why? Because the Constitution says that Congress shall have 
power to regulate the times, places, and manner of holding elections 
for members of Congress. Congress bad exercised its constitutional 

»owers in this respect by fixing the time for holding elections of 
epresentatives, leaving the places to be regulated by the respective 
States. The law of Congress on this subject being paramount, the 
States that had not conformed their election laws to the time fixed 
by the law of Congress would not have been entitled to send Repre- 
sentatives to this House; no person elected on any other day than 
the 7th ef November would have been entitled to a seat on this floor. 
But in view of complaints of gentlemen from Ohio and Maine that 
their State constitutions provided for a different day and could not 
be changed so as to make the time of their con ional elections in 
1876 conform to that fixed by the general law, Congress came to their 
relief; and itis under a section of an amendatory act that gentle- 
men from those States now hold seats here. The amendatory act of 
March 3, 1875, preseribed that section 25 of the Revised Statutes, pre- 
scribing the time of holding the elections for Representatives in 
Congress, should be modified so as not to apply to any State that 
had not yet changed its day of election or whose constitution must 
be amended in order to effect a chango in the day of election of State 
officers in such State. As certain States by their constitutions were 
compelled to hold their State elections of 1876 in September and 
October, Congress, to consult their convenience and to give them 
an opportunity in the year 1876 alone to elect their members on the 
day to which they had been accustomed by their laws, adopted this 
amendatory act, under which my friend from Maine holds his seat 
here, and by no other means whatsoever. 

Now, applying these principles to the State of Colorado, what was 
the condition of that community when this law of 1872 was passed! 
It was but a Territory. The amendatory act of 1875 was passed on 
the very day upon which the enabling act for the admission of Col- 
orado was p This act was not adopted for the benefit of Col- 
orado, that she might hold elections for the Forty-fourth, Forty-fifth, 
Forty-sixth, and Forty-seventh Con on any other day than the 
7th of November, but the enabling act gave Colorado the right to 
fix the time of holding the first election for member of Congress as 
well as State officers on some day subsequent to the adoption of the 
constitution. 

Now, the gentleman on my night (Mr. HALE] contends—and the same 
position is taken by the outside authorities to whom he has referred, 
(Senator EDMUNDS and Mr. McCrary )—that the authority given to the 
conyention of Colorado to fix the time for holding the election sub- 
sequent to the adoption of the constitution for one member of Con- 
gress carried with it the right of Colorado to have a day other than 
the 7th of November till the next apportionment. 

Taking that construction to be correct, then the 3 
of this twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes has been so 
changed with reference to all the other States that they can go on 
and hold their con ional elections as they held them before; for 
the section says that such States as have not fixed the 7th day of 
November shall be exempted from the operation of that act. Ex- 
empted to what extent? To answer this question we must look at 
the intention of the legislative authority, The plain meaning is that 
such States shall be exempted for the next ensuing election—the elec- 
tion of 1876, and not thereafter; because if the exemption is per- 
petual, if all States that had held elections on other days than the 7th 
of November are exempted from the operation of the general law, 
then the general law was a nullity and all the States must stand as 
they stood before that act was passed. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read certain of- 


ficial papers to which I invoke the attention of the House, and I ask 
members to observe particularly the date of each paper. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
ELECTION NOTICE. 
County, greeting: 


To the sheriff of 


ion four senators, to reprosent the eighth 
senatorial district, comprising the county of Arapahoo, and also seven representa- 
tives to represent the county of Arapahoe in the house of representatives. 

As soon as convenient after the receipt of this notification, you will cause pub- 
lic proclamation of the samo to be made, as directed by law, in the several voting- 
precincts of your county, including therein such county and precinct officers as 
are required by law to be chosen at said election. 

In testimony whereof I have herennto set my hand and caused the t seal 
of the State to be affixed, at the city of Denver, this 31st day of August. A P. 1878. 

lena, JOHN TAFFE, 

Secretary of State. 
ELECTION NOTICE. 
To the sheriff of County, greeting : 

You are aed notified that, in accordance with the provisions of section 
25 of the Revi: Statutes of the United States, an election will be held on Tues- 
day, the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, in the several precincts of your county, 
as now provided by Jaw, at which time thero will be elected a Representative 
from the State at large for the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States 

As soon as convenient after the receipt of this notitication, you will canse public 
proclamation of the same to be made, as directed by law, in the several voting- 
precincts of your county, including therein auch county and precinct officers as 
are roquired by law to be chosen at said election. 

In testimony whereof I bave hereunto set my hand and caused the got a of 

95. 1 


State to be aflixed, at the city of Denver, this 14th day of 8361 
[SEAL] OHN TAFFE, 
Secretary of State. 


HEADQUARTERS REPUBLICAN STATE CENTRAL COMMITTER, 
Denver, Colorado, October 10, 1876. 

Sin: The election of the 3d of October having resulted in a complete triamph for 
the republican party, the entire republican State ticket being elected ; also, uearly, 
if not altogether, two-thirds of all the members of the latare, which secures 
two republican United States Senators for Colorado and three electoral votes for 
Hayes and Wheeler, the republican State central committee desires to congrata- 
late tho republicans throughout the State upon the splendid victory achieved and 
to bear testimony to the zeal, 1 118 earnestness, and activity of the members of 
tho party everywhere throughout the State. The victory is due to the interest 
manifested in the cause by the individual members of tho party. But tho battle 
is not yetover. The democracy seem to be determined to go into a contost for the 
election of a Representative to the Forty-fifth Cougress. 
* 7 * 5 
The great hope of the democracy is that they may be able to succeed through 
the apathy and indifference of the republicans. Shall this hope of the onan 
realized? If not, then the republicans must be active and go to work at one o 
first thing to be scen to is the registration. This must be commenced on Tuesday, 
the 17th inst. All county committees will please give this matter their immediate 
attention. In this connection it is not deomed inappropriate to republish the fol- 
lowing concerning the importance of registration, which was issued from this 

headquarters under date o September 1, 1876. 1 K 


I would also remark that I know of no obligation that the republican party ia 

under to the democrats that they should seo that any of that faith are istered. 

oe judgment is that they should be left to take care of that part of the battle for 
omscl ves. 

Hoping that you will give this matter your serious consideration and receivo 
theso suggestions in the same spirit in which they are tendered, to wit, tho tri- 
umphant success of tho republican ticket, I am your obedient servant, 

J. C. WILSON, 
Chairman, 


HEADQUARTERS REPUBLICAN STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
Denver, Colorado, October 14, 1876. 
* + * * „ La * 

Hon. T. M. Patterson and Judge Relford were supported for both the Forty- 
fourth and Forty-fifth Congresses The uames of these gentlemen for the respect- 
ive Congresses were printed on the tickets presented by the two parties, and the 

le elected the one and defeated the other. The votes so cast have been certi- 

ed to the board of canvassers, and certifica’es of election, pursuant to the votes 

s0 cast, will be awarded to the gentleman who has received a majority of u the 

votes cast, 
A r * . * * * 

Therefore, in view of the reasons above stated, and for others which might be 
enumerated, it has been determined by therepublican State central committee to 
decline any and all participation in the election called for the 7th of November, 
2 75 and as a, = ane announce 40 Jud 9 declines to — 

name presented again for the suffrages of the © at tl roposed election, 
" eee to the republicans throughout the State to take no part therein 
whatever, 

By order of the republican State central committee, 

J. C. WILSON, 
Chairman, 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, the Honse must have ob- 
served that this question turns upon the point whether the election 
was held on the right day or not. Then the question recurs, if the 
election was not held on the right day, how can this House investi- 
gate this question, or is the House competent to go behind the certifi- 
cate and decide whether the election was held on the right day or not. 


Now, it is very clear that when a certificate given by competent 
authority recites merely in general terms that a member was duly 
elected according to law, we cannot, to ascertain a prima facie case, go 
behind that certificate. But where the certificate descends to partic- 
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ulars or makes reference to any fact or law, then it becomes the duty 
of the House to look back to that fact or law; and thus the whole 
question is opened. Now, the certificate which Mr. Belford holds sa, 
that on the 3d day of October, 1876, he was elected a member of the 
Forty-fifth Congress. It is the duty of the House to take judicial 
notice whether by law an election was authorized on the 3d day of 
October, 1876. What does Mr. McCrary say on this subject, quoting 
long-established authorities? * 
216. It is to be observed in this connection that whilo in determining the prima 
Sacie ngs to a seat tho House of Representatives will not look behind the certifi- 
cato, if it be signed by the proper officers and if it contains a statement in un- 


equivocal terms of the result of the election ; r upon the 
face of qe certificate itself to destroy or im facie evidence. 


Again, he says: 

235. While it is, as we have scen, true that where a certificato of election is con- 
fined to a statement that the person to whom it is given is duly elected, or words 
to that effect, it is ae Sacie ovidence that such person is entitled to the office, it 
is also true that w. it recites the facts upon which the certifying officer relics 
as his justification for issuing it, and where, from those facts, it clearly appears 
that the person named was not elected, the certificate destroys itself. 


Thereby confirming the well-established doctrine if the certificate 
refers to any fact or law it opens the whole question before the House 
whether by law the officer giving the certificate had the authority to 
do it. 

Then, Mr. Speaker, had the people of Colorado the right to elect a 
member of the Forty-fifth Con on the 3d day of October, 18767 
I take the bold position, even if they had the right, then it ought to 
bo referred. because the authority of the State which was given and 
made publio ordered no election on that day, but on the contrary 
enlace an election on the 7th of November; that on the 3d day of Octo- 
ber, 1876, when Belford and Patterson were voted for for the Forty- 
fifth Con there was no public notice given or any authority 
for any officer to open a poll for the election of a member to the Forty- 
fifth Congress. I ask my friend from Maine [Mr. HATE] to point to 
the law and the order which directed the sheriff or other officer to 
open a poll on the 3d of October for the election of a member to the 
Fort -fifth Con Where is it? Show it to me? I appeal to 
my friend from Maine on my right, who seems now to be very much 
en , to show me the proclamation of the authorities of Col- 
orado declaring that an election should be held or a poll opened 
on the 3d day of October for the election of a member to the Forty- 
fifth Con 

Mr. HALE. I endeavored the other day on that very point to show 
what seemed to me to be conclusive; but perhaps the gentleman did 
not listen to my remarks on that oceasion. I stated whatever 
may have been the previous proclamation the people of Colorado 
took cognizance of this subject as the people of the Territories have 
done in many like instances. We have recognized heretofore like 
action of the people of the Territories. In this case both parties took 
cognizance, democrats as well as republicans, and assembled on the 
7th day of October and cast their ballots for member of the Forty- 
fifth Congress. On that the governor issued his certificate, and I 
not care whether there was any previous proclamation announcing 
this or not. It is not of any account to my mind. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. As I expected, the gentleman from Maine 
fails to show any authority for the election of a member to the Forty- 
fifth Congress on the 3d of October, and falls back upon first princi- 
ples, or rather territorial principles, and cites as his authority in- 
stances where people have met together in an unorganized Territo 
and formed a constitution under which the State niay have been ad- 
mitted and the member then elected taken his seat. I admit there 
are such irstances, but they do not at all apply to this case. They 
do not apply in the least to a State which ays down the mode and 
manner of holding elections and the time of doing it. It does not 
apply to this case, where the time is fixed when the ministerial ofi- 
cers of the State of Colorado shall provide for holding elections. The 
law of Colorado says the election shall be held after notice given by 
the secre of state, and the secretary of stato gave notice that on 
the 3d day of October an election should be held for a member for the 
unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress of the United States. 
The secretary of state also issued his proclamation saying that the 
election for member for the Forty-{ifth Congress should be held in 
November. With these official papers hanging over the people, with- 
out the forms of law, without authority from any higher authority, 
they cast the ballots simply because there was printed upon them the 
names of candidates for the Forty-fifth Congress as well as for the 
Forty-fourth Congress. 

Now, the gentleman from Maine travels out of the record to refer to 
some notice sent to Mr. Belford from the office of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
As he has done that it will justify me in going so far out of the record 
as to state that the governor of Colorado, Governor Routt, has sworn— 
he has given it under his solemn oath and according to his best judg- 
ment—that the election in October was void because it was held on 
the wrong day. He has so sworn, and bis testimony is here. He was 
interrogated in this contested-election case now under consideration, 
and under his solemn oath says—let me quote what he says: 

88 So far as you now have any opinion upon the subject, is it not that Mr. 
Belford was not legally elected 3 to the Forty-fifth Congress ? 

Answer. I have very serious doubts as to whether the election on Octobor 3, 1876, 
wasa legal cloction for member to the Forty-fifth Congress. 

“Q. In addition to the serious doubts you have expressed, is it not your best judg 


yet something may a 
its value as prima 


ment now that the election on the 3d of October last, so far as Represontative to 

the Forty-fifth Congress is concerned, was il 

A. The preponderance of evidence is in m 
Represen: 


l 1 
Hann. that tho election on the 3d 
of October for tative to the Forty-fifth Congress was not legal. 


And he is the gentleman who held a conference with the republican 
committee and in the face of his own Jodgment, that the election was 
not a legal election, gave a certificate of election. What more, sir, 
can be needed to explain the true interpretation and meaning of this 
section of the constitution of Colorado than that given out by its 
own officers who made the constitution, that it authorized an election 
on the 3d of October for the unexpired term? And then it says: 

And thereafter at such times and in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 


But the law prescribed no place, no time, for any other than the 
first Representative for Colorado. What then? Why, sir, that proc- 
lamation for the election in November says: 


Pursuant to the twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes— 


which prescribes the day to all the States except those within the 
exceptions. Congress ie yore the day, the 7th of November. The 
territorial Legislature had prescribed the mode and manner of takin 

the votes. And they ought to have been taken on the 7th day of 
8 1877, and not at the time that they were, on the 3d of 

The gentleman from Maine laid some stress upon the fact that both 
parties voted, while that is not a part of the record, and I do not 
think ought to have been referred to, becanse in discussing legal 
2 we ought to discuss them from the law and the facts before 

e House as if before a court; yet, if the gentleman traveled out of 
the record I have a right to follow him, and reply to him on that 

uestion, We have the testimony taken in the same case to show 
that so far as the democratic party was concerned they never dreamed 
of running a candidate for the Forty-fifth Congress at the October 
election ; that Mr. Patterson was away up in the mountain country, 
and when the republican ticket made its appearance only a few days 
before the election, with Mr. Belford’s name on it for both Congresses, 
then the democratic arty proceeded to circulate tickets having on 
them the name of Mr. Patterson—a proceeding which he disapproved, 
and which disapproval he freely expressed. The testimony shows 
that in one county Mr. Patterson only received for the Forty-tifth 
Con 500 and odd votes, while for the Forty-fourth Congress he 
received 1,300 and odd votes, and why? Because the ticket had been 
cirenlated for the Forty-fourth Congress, but the tickets for the 
Forty-fifth had not reached the remote parts of the State. It appears 
also, in the examination of that case, that Mr. Patterson’s vote is 
made to be larger for the Forty-fifth Congress than it really was, and 
smaller for the Forty-fourth. In that very county where he only got 
500 votes for the Forty-fifth Congress and 1,300 for the Forty-fourth 
Congress, the certificate of the clerk was so bungling that the board 
of State canvassers transposed the figures so that at the October elec- 
tion for the Forty-fourth Congress, where the tigures were very close, 
they gave Mr. Patterson only 500 from that county, and for the Forty- 
fifth, where he did not need it, as no one was running, they gave him, 
very magnanimously, 1,300 votes, and this makes Mr. Patterson seem 
to get as many votes, almost, at the October election for the one Con- 
gress as for the other. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe I have said all I desire to say on this ques- 
tion. If I have any time remaining I yield it to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER.] Ihopemy amendment will be adopted, 
and this case referred to the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [ Mr. BUTLER] takes the floor in his own right. 

Mr. MILLS. I had risen to make the point that this debate is pro- 
ceeding under the pan rule, and thata gentloman who has not 
reported a measure has no right to dispose of the floor. 

e SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. MILES] is cor- 
rect. The Chair had anticipated the point he makes, The gentleman 
from Massachusetts speaks in his own right, and has one hour. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire simply to state this case with the law of 
it as I understand it; and if I am correct in the precedents, the case 
will argue itself. Similar questions have been before Congress from 
the beginning of the Government. The qnestion first arose in the 


caso of the State of Tennessee. The State of Tennessee took itself 
away from North Carolina, held a constitutional convention against 
the will of North Carolina, and presented itself to Congress. ash- 


ington sent a m indorsing the action of Tennessee. At the 
same time that they adopted their constitution 8 elected their 
Representative in Congress, who brought with him the constitution 
to be presented to Congress; and when Congress admitted the State 
it also immediately swore in its Representative—and upon the ground 
that the State had from that moment aright of representation. This 
election was without any enabling act of Congress. 

The question came up again in the very much contested cases 
of Michigan and Arkansas, which, under the policy of that day, 
were only to be admitted together. In the State of Arkansas the 
territorial Legislature ref: to have any convention held, but the 
people assembled in their primary capacity and had an election, had a 
constitutional convention, elected their Representative at the same 


time as they voted upon their constitutional convention, and asked 
for admission. General Jackson referred that case to my namesake— 
you will find it in the second voluine of Opinions of Attorneys-Gen- 
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eral—whether that could be allowed; and thereupon the Attorney- 
General decided that while it had no force and effect as a legal right, 
yet that constitution must be treated as a petition to Congress to 
admit the State, and they had a right to petition in the form of a 


constitution as well as any other form of petition. . 

At the same time came up the case of Michigan. When eee 
came here and presented her constitution and the case was held in 
abeyance in order that the question about Arkansas might be examined 
and upon at the same time—for it was the policy of that day to 
admit only a northern and a southern State at the same time—Mr. 
Crary, who was elected by the people at the meeting which passed the 
doings of the constitutional convention, came here and was admit ted as 
aspectator on this floor while the question of his State being admitted 
was discussed. That question was discussed for two years, and he re- 
mained on the floor as a spectator. At last, in 1836, on the 27th of 
January, if I remember—but yon will find it in the thirteeuth volume 
of Benton’s Abridgment of Debates—the State was admitted into the 
Union and Mr. Crary was sworn in on a vote taken, withont any en- 
abling act, without any forms of law except the constitutional con- 
vention. 

‘This case came up again from Minnesota. It came up under still 
more unfavorable circumstances in the case of Kansas; and there, 
although to one side of the House the constitution of that State was 
a very bitter pill, yet, after the State was admitted, the House swore 
in withont contest the member who was voted for at the same 
time that the constitution was voted for, under no form of law, be- 
cause there was no law in existence. 

Now Colorado comes here with a petition to come into the Union, 

resenting its form of constitution. That form of constitution, after 
falas examined, was approved by both Houses of Congress, and 
Colorado was admitted into the Union; but she had neither legisla- 
tive nor executive machinery, and she provided in her constitution 
for a day for the election of her Representative in Congress. I agree 
with the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Harris] that the moment 
a State is admitted into the Union all territorial laws are void and 
from that hour have neither force nor effect. That was the decision 
of the Attorney-General in 1835 and has been the decision of every 
Congress where the question has come up since, so far as my investi- 
gations But what did Congress do? With your leave I will send 
to the Clerk and ask to have read the sixth section of the act of 
March 3, 1875. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Src. 6. That until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one 
Representative in the House of Representatives of the United States, which 
Representative, together with the governor and State and other officers provided 
for in said constitution, shall ho elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of 
the constitution, and to be fixed by said constitutional convention ; and until said 
State officers are elected and qualified under the provisions of the constitution, 
= territorial oflicers shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective 
oflices, 

Mr. BUTLER. Now, you will observe that, looking to the trouble 
and difficulty in which Colorado would be without election machinery 
by which her Representative in Con could be elected, Congress 
provided, by an act under forms of law as solemn as any other act, 
that a Representative to represent her interests in Congress and in 
all Congresses until 1880 should be elected at the time the constitu- 
tional convention fixed. Now, there is no dispute here, as I under- 
stand it, that the constitutional convention fixed the day on which 
the election of Mr. Belford was held, and on that day also all its 
officers, the governor, the Legislature, and all others, were elected. I 
am right in that. 

Mr. HARRIS, of 8 They fixed the day for the election of 
Representative for the Forty- fourth Con 

Mr. BUTLER. On the day that constitution was voted on every- 
thing was done, and the new State sprang into being with full life 
and full strength, full rights and full powers, like Minerva from the 
brain of Jove. 

Now, then, what are the criticisms upon this action? They are 
two: first, that by the act of Congress of 1872 all Representatives 
are to be chosen on the 7th day of November; but that act of 1872 
had an exception, which, with your leave, I will read. I read it from 
tho Revised Statutes, although it is badly quoted: 

But this section shall not apply to any State voting otherwise whose clection for 
Representatives occurs previous to the regular mecting of its Legislature next after 
the 28th day of February, 1871. 

That allowed, for the time being, the States of Ohio, Indiana, New 
Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and some others, to vote on different days. 
That 0 F Spee the law, the Legislature of the country, Congress, 

rovided that in the case of Colorado, because of her coming into the 

nion having no law, having no Legislature, having no executive, she 
might fix the day. That of course repeals all laws that are incon- 
sistent with it. It was intended to do so, and had that effect. 

Now, then, it is not in dispute here that on the day fixed by the 
constitutional convention Mr. Belford was elected by an undisputed 
majority of votes. Very well. What is the other criticism ?—because 
all criticisms should be carefully examined, for this, as my friend from 
Virginia well says, is a more judicial question, a mere question of the 
right of the sovereign State of Colorado to be represented upon this 


floor when she has obeyed all the laws of Congress. The other crit- 
icism is, that she elected on that day, under the law of Congress, a 
member of Congress fur the Forty-fourth Congress, for the unexpired 


term of three months, and that on the same day she elected a mem- 
ber of Congress for the Forty-fifth Congress, ell, was there any- 
thing wrong in that? The statute I had read to you says that she 
shall be entitled to one Representative until 1830, elected as she 
chooses, and she fixed upon this day by her constitutional conven- 
tion, for that was the only semblance of legislative power which she 
had within her borders; so that criticism comes to nothing. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I desire to ask the gentleman a ques- 
tion at this point. He says the State of Colorado fixed the 3d day of 
October as the day for the election; that upon that day they elected 
a member of Con for the Forty-fourth Congress and also for 
the Forty-fifth Congress, and that they had the right to fix the time 
for the election until 1880. Does the gentleman say that they could 
upon the 3d day of October last have elected a member of Congress 
for the Forty-sixth Congress and also one for the Forty-seventh Con- 

at the same time? 

Mr. BUTLER. If in their good judgment, acting under the organic 
law of the State, the constitutional convention did that, then I assert 
in reply to my friend that it is absolutely none of our business. I am 
a State-rights man myself. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I know yon used to be. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is absolutely none of our business. She had the 
right to elect a member of Congress until 1880 as she saw fit, mani- 
8 her will through the constitutional convention; she has 

ne it. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Does the gentleman hold that Congress has the 
power under the Constitution to give a constitutional convention the 
porer to fix the places and manner of election for beyond the first 
term 

Mr. BUTLER. To that I answer, that when Congress admits a 

rtion of the territory of the United States to the power of a State, 

ongress may limit as it will,or enable as it will, how that State shall 
exercise its powers, and when it has once dono that it becomes an 
irrevocable law of the land, becanse it is a contract with that State 
and we will not allow that State to secede of its own motion nor can 
we turn it ont of our own. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Notwithstanding the constitntional provision ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Pardon mo, when the State has a Legislature; but 
Colorado had not any, and when they have that question of my friend 
will arise, and not until then, 

Bear with me now. Take into consideration, if you please, my 
friends, this point: Colorado had neither Legislature, governor, nor 
any other Stato officer. She had no legislative power; she had no 
legislative body but the constitutional convention. And Congress, 
following the precedents set in the cases of Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Kansas, and other States, did beforehand with 
Colorado what she did afterward with the other States, when they 
came hero with men elected to represent them when there was in 
existence no semblance of a State. Congress very wisely said, You 
shall remain as you are until you pnt all your machinery in motion; 
and when you get ready and have put all your State machinery in 
moto, then you shall have a Representative on the floor of this 

ouse, 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question. 

Mr. BUTLER. 8 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I would ask the gentleman whether in the cases 
of Michigan and the other States to which he has referred, the elec- 
tion provided for by the constitutional conventions of those States 
„ the election of members of the first Congress there- 
after 

Mr. BUTLER. No, sir; but I have no difficulty with that. In 
tho cases of those States there were no members to be elected. Men 
were elected when there were no places to be filled, no members to 
be elected. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I must ask my friend to pardon me if I 
interrupt him again. 

Mr. BUTLER. We are here to ascertain the truth. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The gentleman used to be a State-rights 
man; in fact, when I was a boy, he was our shining light on that snb- 
ject. But I am sorry to say that he wavered a little, although he 
seems now to be coming back. 

Mr. BUTLER. I never wavered at all. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I understood him to say that the con- 
stitutional convention of Colorado, under the enabling act of Con- 
gress, was authorized to provide for the election of members of Con- 
gress for not only the Forty-tifth, but also the Forty-sixth and Forty- 
seventh Congresses, if that convention had so chosen. I beg to call 
the attention of tho distinguished gentleman to that section of the 
Constitution of the United States which overrides both the Colorado 
constitution and the enabling act of this Congress, and which says: 


Tho House of Representatives shall bo composed of members chosen every sec- 
ond year by the poople of the several States, 


Consequently they had no right to elect a member except every sec- 
ond year. And therefore the point of my friend that they had authori- 
ty to elect falls to the ground, 

Mr. BUTLER. But my friend from Virginia [Mr. Harris] will 
observe that that section, which is very familiar to all of us, has no 
application to this case because no case under it hus arisen. When 
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we allow a State to do what she ought to do and what she desires 
to do, we assume that she will act under the Constitution of the 
United States. My proposition was this: that it was necessary for 
the constitutional convention to fix the day of election; mind, the 
day of election, not to elect for more than two years ahead. 1 did 
not say that; I shoot with a rifle, not a shotgun. It was necessary 
to fix the day of election, and she had the right to fix it when we 
enabled her to fix it. Not to fix an im ible or unconstitutional 
day; that is another question which I will consider by and by. 

Now, that being the condition of things, what happened? On the 
day which we told Colorado she might fix by her constitution, a day 
not objectionable upon any constitutional grounds, on that day she 
had an election and the certified result of that election is before us. 

In regard to the action of the Clerk of the House, when I first 
learned what his action was I was inclined to think that he had done 
wrong. But it is due to him to say upon full examination that I 
think he did exactly right, for the reason that ho stated to us. He 
Bays: 

I could not put this man on the roll, becanse I was restricted to those members 
= who had credentials in due form of law. I could not find any law in Colo- 

o that prescribed the form of credentials; therefore I could not tell whether 

these were right or wrong; and, as pay was to follow, money of ted States 
was to bo appropriated for the payment of the member, I could not adjudicate 
that these credentials were right. 


Now, I agree to that. There is no form ef law in Colorado for 
these credentials. That State had no Legislatnre that could prescribe 
any form. But her governor, following the form recognized all over 
this conntry, in the absence of any prescribed form, has given a fall 
and complete certificate, to which full faith and credit ought to be 

iven, and will be given by this House, as it always has been given 
5 Michigan, when she came here as a new State, had no 
credentials in form of law. Yet you will find that her member was 
sworn in at once, only 32 voting against it to 156 for it. The whole 
democratic party voted one way and the whole whig party, except- 
ing afew, voted the other way under the lead of Johu Quincy Adams. 
Kansas had no form of credentials prescribed by law. Arkansas had 
no form prescribed by law. Tennessee had no form prescribed by 
law. But the House always looks at the facts. Weare bound by no 
form of law in the matter, 

When a sovereign State comes here with a Representative, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the laws of the United States and the laws of 
the State, the Representative is admitted. The vital question is, 
Shall this sovereign State be represented here? Whether Mr. Belford 
shall be admitted to his seat here a week earlier or a week later is of 
very little consequence, because he cannot add to the minority, ex- 
cept his personal intellectual strength. One vote will not turn the 
scale; he cannot oppose the majority in anything they want to do 
for the good of the country. But whether the voice of a new State 
shall be heard here without quibble, without na Py deeper without 
prevarication, whether the newly-born sister shall have all the rights 
of the original States, that is the question? We should stand firmly 
by State rights when we are convinced from the papers before us, 
where there is no dispute that a fair election was held, where all the 
votes were counted, where all the voters were ont, where the votes 
havo been fairly and thoroughly canvassed. 

There is no dispnte here on this point. Mr. Patterson claims an 
election on the 7th day of November, not held under any law, unless 
it is the law of Congress, and to which, in the case of Colorado, I say 
that Congress meant to make an exception. 

Whereas on the day fixed by the constitutional convention Mr. 
Patterson received 12,310 votes, he received on the other election day 
only 2,377 votes, showing that this other election was but a farce, 
not to use a harder or harsher term. No man could look his own 
looking-glass in the face after voting to seat Mr. Patterson on this 
second election. Mr. Patterson did not even claim a seat upon the 
bares of that election; and my friend from Virginis; acting accord- 

ng to bis sense of right and with due regard to his own self-respect, 
as he always does on this floor, wonld not claim that this election 
should be taken by this House as the voice of*the ple. Mr. Pat- 
terson himself does not contest this election as being the result of 
either fraud, illegality, or wrong. If the constitutional convention, 
acting under the act of Congress of March 3, 1875, had a right to fix 
the day as they did fix it 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. At this point I would like to ask the 
gentleman a question upon a matter on which he has dwelt very 
much. He has cited the cases of Tennessee, Michigan, Arkansas, 
and other States, which were admitted into the Union upon elections 
held in the informal manner prescribed by their conventions while 
in a territorial condition. I wish to ask whether Congress ever 
allowed elections held in that way to extend beyond the choice of 
the first member from the new State; whether two members elected 
at once, one to take his seat immediately and the other to take a 
seat in a future Con were ever both received upon such an 
election. Is it-not the fact that the only member ever received upon 
such an election was the first member chosen during the territorial 
condition of the community as Representative of the new State, 
Aueh aa bal being accepted by Congress from the necessity of the 
case 

There is another point to which I would ask my friend’s attention 
as showing that the convention of Colorado had no right to fix the 


and 


time for holding the election, except by mere grace of Con 


28 and Congress, in allowing this privilege to the Terri- 
at 


tory, win! the want of conformity to that provision of the Con- 
stitution of the United States which prescribes that— 


The times, places, and manner of hol elections for Sena ora and Represent- 
atives shall be prescribed in each State by Legislature thereof. 


And rowan Congress may alter such regulations, yet only the 
Legislature of a State and the Congress of the United States have 
the right to prescribe the times, places, and manner of holding these 
elections. But Congress, for the sake of convenience, has allowed 
territorial conventions, previous to the admission of a State, to fix 
the time for the election of the first Representative. But I will defy 
the ingenuity and ability of the gentleman to produce a single case 
where such a convention ever fixed the time for the election of a 
second member of Congress. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. Speaker, the precedents which I shall cite 
will not be emanations of any ability or ingenuity of mine. I do not 
invent precedents; I cite them from the books and tell the gentle- 
man where he can find them. Á 

As to the last point which the gentleman has made, I wonld say to 
him that whenever he reads a constitutional provision he had better 
read the whole, and then ho will not be likely to get wrong. Let 
me read the last clause of the provision to which he has referred: 


But the Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations— 


That is, as to the times, places, and manner of holding elections for 
Senators and Representatives— 


except as to the places of choosing Senators. 


On the 3:1 of March, 1875, Congress did make such an alteration. 
Now, does the gentleman mean to say that in 1875, when we enabled 
the constitutional convention of Colorado to fix a day for the elec- 
tion, we set a trap for that community? I do not so believe. The 
gentleman in his treatment of the clause he has read from the Con- 
stitution of the United States interprets the word “Legislature” too 
narrowly. “Legislature,” in constitutional langnage, means in my 
judgment the law-making power of a State; and this includes a 
constitutional convention or any other of the higher emanations of 
the law-making authority of the people. 

Now, I freely admit that there is no case from Michigan, Tennessee, 
or any of those other States in which a member thus chosen came in 
for a short fragment of a term; but I humbly conceive that that is 
not the question here. We enabled Colorado to fix the time for her 
election through her law-making power, to wit, her constitutional 
convention, which we recogniz She did as we told her to do; 
there is no denial that she conformed to our law in this respect. Tho 
question now is, shall we fail to ratify her action? a qnestion of 
some importance or I wonld sot have troubled the House upon it. 
It seems to me that the statement of the facts and the law connected 
with this case, as I understand them, (and I believe, after hearing the 
many questions of the gentleman from Virginia, which I was glad to 
answer, that I have not erred very much in my statement,) ends tho 
argument of the case; and I need say no more. 

have agreed to yield a portion of my time to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that this mode of yield- 
ing the floor to others is very proper where debate is limited; but in 
a discussion of this sort, where a regular list of speakers has been 

upon, such yielding would derange the plan fixed upon by 


those who have charge of the subject. The opportunity to speak had 
better be given to gentlemen in the order 5 upan, and afterward 
eard. 


ee gentleman desiring to speak can 
r. BUTLER. Ido not at all impugn the decision of the Chair 
he tar this subject; I think it very proper. I have finished all I de- 
si to say. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, the State of Colorado was admitted 
into the Union by proclamation of the President in August, 1876. 
The first election under the new consti‘ution of that State was held 
on the 3d day of October, 1876, Previous to that election, on the 
Zist August, 1876, the secretary of state issued his proclamation 
notifying the people that such election would be held. In his proc- 
lamation, which has already been read by the Clerk, it was specific- 
ally stated that one Representative for the unexpired terin of the 
Forty-fourth Congress of the United States should be elected. That 
is the only reference in this public notice by the secretary of state to 
an election of a Representative in Con at that time—one Rep- 
resentative for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress, 

In pursuance of that notice by the secretary of state the sheriffs 
throughout the several counties in Colorado issued their local notices, 
and such notices were published in each precinct and election district 
throughout the State and constituted the official notification of the 
authorities of Colorado of that election. There was no notice, official 
or unofficial, of an election on that day (October 30) for a Represent- 
ative in the Forty-fifth Congress 

On the 14th day of September, 1876, the secretary of state published 


a proclamation calling for an election on the 7th day of November 
1876, for a member of the Forty-fifth Con That was published 
two or three weeks previous to the October election. These two 


proclamations and the local notices of the sheriffs issued in pursuance 
thereof were before the people in all the precincts and election dis- 
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tricts in that State on the 3d day of October at the time of the first 
election under the constitution of that State. 

There was no authority, then, so far as the officials of Colorado 
were concerned, for holding an election on the 3d day of October for 
a member of Congress, except to fill the unexpired term of the his 
fourth Congress. But on the 16th day of October, some two weeks 
after the election had been held on the 3d of that month, the secretary 
of state published another proclamation in which he assumed to with- 
draw the proclamation giving gonata notice for an election for mem- 
ber of Congress on the 7th of November for the Forty-fifth Congress. 
This last proclamation was of no force or legal effect whatever. The 
secretary of state was a mere ministerial officer whose duty it was to 
give public notice of the election, and when he had executed that re- 
quirement of law he had no power to revoke his own official acts. It 
was held by the supreme court of the State of Wisconsin, in a case de- 
cided in 1866, that where an election was provided for by law and the 
time fixed by statute, if the officer failed to give proper notice the 
people might hold that election in the absence of any notice. Hence 
the secretary of state, being anthorized by the law to call the election 
at the time hedid,and having published his proclamation accordingly, 
had no right to withdraw it, and if he should withdraw it such act 
would have no effect whatever. 

There was therefore a call, officially proclaimed by the secre 
of state, for an election on the 7th day of November, at the time Mr. 
Patterson claims to have been elected to a seat in this House An 
election was held on the 7th day of November by the people in the 
several election precincts of the State. They held it in accordance 
with the laws of the United States and of the State of Colorado, Ab- 
stracts of the returns of the election were made out by the county 
officials and certitied to the secretary of state of that State in eleven 
counties, and in others the officers refused to canvass the votes. It is 
proved by papers in this contest that in counties where the canvass- 
ers refused to canvass the votes there were 1,500 votes cast for Mr. 
Patterson and a few for Mr. Belford, while in the connties where the 
abstracts of votes were returned there were cast for Mr. Patterson 
some 2,500 votes; making in all about 4,000 votes cast at that elec- 
tion for him for member of the Forty-fifth Congress, 

The State canvassers refused to canvass those votes or make any 
certificate in regard to that election. I cannot find any law of tho 
Territory or State of Colorado which required the secretary of state 
or the governor or any State officer to canvass the votes for mem- 
ber of Congress for the Forty-fifth Congress. 

There was no law in the State of Colorado niring the secretary 
of state to canvass the votes cast on the 7th of November. Mr. Pat- 
terson’s claim to a seat rests here. He relies upon the votes cast by 
the people, and to the law which gives validity to his election. The 
people gave him his right to a seat upon this floor. The canvassing 
officers of the counties sent their returns to the secretary of state, 
and, in the absence of any law reqniring those officers to canvass 
those votes, he brings to the House a certified copy of the returns on 
file in the office of the secretary of state of Colorado. 

So far, then, as this statement of facts nd I believe I have 
stated ail the facts material to the ease—there was a call for the elec- 
tion, there was an election held at the time, at the places, and in the 
mauner required by law, and there was a return of the votes cast cer- 
tified to the secretary of state. Mr. Patterson then brings here the 
exemplification of that record, which shows he received nearly all the 
votes cast at that election. In what respect, so far as the regularity 
of this election is concerned, does this case differ from that of any 
other ohana on this floor? It is regular in all particulars as far 
as the law requires officers to act. We have the right to look at this 
certified copy of the record of Colorado to determine how many votes 
were cast on the 7th of November, and for whom those votes were 
cast. That can be done by the Committee of Elections of this House; 
andl bence the necessity of a reference of this case to the committee 
before any one is admitted to a seat. 

Daring all this time Mr. Patterson, who claims the seat on account 
of that election, has acted in the very best of faith. It is said that 
he was voted for at the October election. That is very trne. Dur- 
ing the time these official calls were being published he was ina 
remote of the State and knew nothing about the printing of 
tickets by the friends of Mr. Belford, having his namo for both terms 
upon them. It was not known to Mr. Patterson’s friends that any- 
body in the State claimed that there was to be an election on the 34d of 
October for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress until within five 
days of that election, At Mr. Patterson’s meetings in various parts 
ot the State of Colorado, as stated in his memorial to Congress, he 
informed the people that there were to be two elections for member 
of Con one on the 3d of October for the unexpired term of the 
Forty-fourth Congress and the other on the 7th of November for the 
full term of the Forty-fifth Congress. During all this time he and 
his friends were ignorant of any intention on the part of the voters 
of the State or the officials of the State to choose a member of the 
Forty-fifth Congress on the 3d day of October. Mr. Patterson super- 
vised in several places the printing of tickets for the October elec- 
tion and caused them to be printed with his name upon them for one 
term only. He never knew there was to be an election for the Forty- 
fifth Cougress on the 3d of October until within two days of the elec- 
tion. The electicn took place. His friends had, without consulting 


him, placed his name upon the tickets for both terms. He had nothing 
to do with it. He does not claim an election here by virtue of votes 
east on the 3d of October; although, if the truth were known in 
reference to the October election, it could be shown that Mr. Patter- 
son was the choice of a majority of the legal voters of Colorado. 
We must consider the surroundings of the election on the 3d of Octo- 
ber ia that State. By virtue of a provision of the constitution of 
Colorado, the first Legislature, elected on the 3d of October, had 
the choosing of three electors for President and Vice-President of 
the United States. At that election also were to be chosen the goy- 
ernor and State officers and one member of Congress for the unex- 
pired term of the Fourty-fourth Congress. It was, then, an election 
of the utmost importance. There was a great effort made on the 
part of both political parties. If the bottom facts were known it 
would be found, I have no d mbt, that fraud had been practiced in 
many of the precincts, so great were the interests involved at the 
election. 

But what are the facts in reference to Mr. Belford’s caso? Ho 
claims by virtue of an election held on the 3d of October, 1876; an 
election tn regard to which there was no official proclamation or pub- 
lic notice whatever by the State anthorities or any county author- 
ities in the State of Colorado. Although ths statute of Colorado re- 
quires the secretary of state to give notice of all elections, there was 
none given of an election on the 3d of October for a mmber for the 
Forty-fifth Congress, The only authority for voting at the O :tober 
election for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress was the printing 
4 Myon tickets in that shape by the friends of tue respective can- 

idates. 

Mr. Belford, then, was voted for on the 3.1 of Ostober for member 
of the Forty-fifth Congress, under a call for an election for the Forty- 
fourth Congress only. The printing of his name upon tho tickets by 
his party friends (and that, too, in a clandestine manner, having cir- 
culated them over the State for several weeks beforo auy information 
of tho fact reached his opponent) is the sole basis of his right to a 
seat in this House. The object seems to have been to conceal the 
fact as long as possible of an election for the Forty-fifth Congress on 
the 3d of October. It was concealed, All official knowled se of such 
an election was withheld from tho people of Colorado until after the 
3d of October. Mr. Patterson knew nothing of it until two d wya before 
that election. It did not occur to the party friends of Mr. Belford 
until nearly two weeks after the election on the 3d of October that 
the election on that day was to be regarded ai the one by virtue of 
which he shonld claim a seat in this House. For, in au a:ldress pub- 
lished on the 10th of October, one week after the election, the repub- 
lican State committee called upon the republican voters to register 
in order to prepare for the election on the 7th day of November for 
a member of the Forty-fifth Songer: 

Mr. HOOKER. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. HOOKER. I wish to know if it is true that the notice of the 
secretary of state was for an election of members of Congress for the 
unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress? 

Mr SPRINGER. Yes, sir; it was; and no other notice was pub- 
lished for an election on the 3:1 of October, except for ons Represent- 
ative in Congress for the unexpired term of tho Forty-fourth Con- 

as appears from the proclamation which I hold iu my hand. 
nd on the 10th of October, 1376, Mr. Belford’s party friends—that 
is to say, the State republican committee—still regarding the election 
of the 3d of October, so far as this Congress is concerned, as of no 
effect, published an adilress to the voters of the State, in which they 
called upon them to register and be prepared for the election on the 
7th of November for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress. That 
address shows on the face of it the zeal which Mr. Belford’s friends 
exhibited in his behalf; for I find this strongly partisan appeal in the 
body of the address: 

I would also remark that I know of no obligation that the republican party is 

under to the democrats that they should see that any of that faith are registered. 


My judgment is that they should be left to take care of that part of the battle for 
themselves. 


This address is not only a zealous partisan appeal of the republican 
State committee, urging registration of their own friends only, but 
it is a recognition of the illegality of the pretended election for the 
Forty-fifth Congress on the 3d of October. Buta change, it seems, 
came over the spirit of their dreams. On ths 14th of October, Mr. 
Belford’s friends withdrew his name from the contest, and on the 15th 
of October the secretary of state issued a proclamation withdrawing 
his former call for an election, on the7th day of November, for a Rep- 
resentative in the Forty-fifth pee: hee 

Such are the facts in regard to these two cases. Mr. Patterson has 
always regarded the November election as the sole basis of his right 
to a seat in this House Mr. Bolford's friends, it seems, were willing 
torely on the election of the 3d of October, if that should elect. But 
if it happened that it did not elect him, they could easily repudiate it 
and insist upon another election on the 7th of November. The com- 
plete returns of the October clection were not received until about the 
time Mr. Belford’s name was withdrawn. 

The law of Congress on this subject has been referred to by the 
3 gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Burn. ] I desire 
to call the attention of the House to the statute providing for the 
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election of members of Con It will be found in the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, section 25: 

The Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the year 1576, is 
established ns the day, in each of the States and Territories of the United States, 
for the election of Representatives and Del to the Forty-fifth Congress; 
the Tuesday next after tho first Monday in 
after, is established as the day for the election, in each of sai 
tories. of resentatives an to the Congress 
day of March next thereafter. 

This is the general law of Congress requiring in terms that the 
election of Representatives of this very Congres should be held in 
all States of the Union on the 7th day of November, 1876. There 
is an exception to tbat statute, which was passed in 1876. It is as 
follows: 

Section 25 of the Revised Statutes prescribing the time for holding elections for 
Representatives to Congress is hereby moditied so as not to apply to any State 
that has not changed its day of election and whose constitution must be 
amended in order to effect a change in the day of election of State officers in said 
State. 

It will be seen that this exception does not apply to Colorado, 
which was not then a State in the Union. Of course, when it came 
into the Union, it must come in under the general law, unless there is 
some other statute that gives the right to fix another day, Is there 
another such statute? The gentleman from Massachusetts has quoted 
the enabling act as authority to the constitutional convention to tix 
this election day. Let us see whether such authority exists by virtue 
of the enabling act. The enabling act is: 


That until the next general censas said State shall be entitled to one Representa- 
tive in tho House of Representatives of the United Statcs, which Representative, 
together with the governor and State and officers provided for in said consti- 
tution, shall be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, 
and to be fixed by said constitutional convention; and until such State offivers are 
elected and qualified under the provisions of the constitution, the territorial offi- 
cers shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective offices.— United 
States Statutes at Large, volume 18, part 3, page 475 


That is the language of the enabling act. But what did the con- 
stitutional convention of Colorado do? By virtue of that enabling act 
the convention provided this, and nothing more, in reference to the 
election of a member of Congress: 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from 


the State at large in the first election under this constitution, and thereafter at 
such times and places as may be required by law. 


That is the provision, and the only provision, of the constitution of 
Colorado in reference to the election for a member of Con One 
member to be elected at-the first election does not mean that two are 
to be elected. But thereafter an election is to be held “at such times 
and places as may be required by law.” Under what law was a Rep- 
resentative in Con to be elected thereafter? Evidently in pur- 
suance of the laws of the United States and the laws of Colorado. 
The only law that fixed the time for an election in the State of Col- 
orado for members of the Forty-fifth Con was the statute I have 
just quoted—the twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes. This 
statute provides in effect that on the 7th day of November, 1876, 
there shall be elected in every State of the Union Representatives to 
tho Forty-fifth Congress of the United States. That was the only 
statute fs force in Colorado on the 7th of November requiring an 
election for a member of Con in that State. This law of the 
United States was the law of Colorado. It was the law of the land. 
It was just as much the law in Colorado as if the Legislature had 
assembled after the 3d day of October—the day upon which it had 
been elected—and had passed this act in so many words. It was a 
part of the election system of the State. And by that law the elec- 
tion of the Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress was fixed for 
the 7th of November. No law of the State can change that. The 
constitutional convention itself could not do it. It did not ume 
to change it, and therefore it was the law of that State on the 7th of 
November last. 

Bnt it may be asked was there any other law providing for the other 
requisites of that election in existence? I hold in my hand the election 
laws of the Territory of Colorado, which, by the constitution of the 
State, were made the laws of the State until changed or repealed by 
the Legislature. The law of Con fixed the time for the election 
of Representatives in Con ; the law of the State fixed the place 
and manner of that election. The seventh section of the general 
election laws of the State provides: 

All eral and special elections shall be held at the place in each 
township, or stao hers the last election was held or at N other er 
as shall have been ordered by the board of county commissi 

This section designates the place of election. 

In section 15 it is provided as follows: 

The county commissioners of the several counties in this Territory are hereby 
authorized to divide their respective counties into as many election precincts 
for all general and special elections as they may think expedient for the con- 
venience of the voters of said county; and to appoint as many sets of judges of 
elections to receive votes at the county seats as they may think ee and 
shall designate the honse or place in such precinct and in the presino incfuding 
the county seat tho house or houses, place or places, at which elections are to be 
holden; and the precincts and places of holding elections so established shall so 
remain until changed by the board of county commissioners, 

This section and others I might read provide for the manner of 
election. By the laws of the State of Colorado, the place and manner 
and all the requisites for holding au election were prescribed, and by 
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the act of Con; the 7th of November, 1876, was fixed as the time for 
the election. These provisions constitute an election system as com- 
lete as that which exists in any State of this Union. If this be the 
aw, (and there was no other law in force in that State on the 7th of 
November,) then Mr. Patterson’s election was held in pursuance of 
law—the only law on the subject that applied to the State of Col- 
orado, fixing the time, place, and manner of the election. His elec- 
tion was as complete and as in this respect as the election of 
any member on this floor. 
The gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. HALE, ] in his remarks on Wednes- 
day last, said: 7 
I venture to say that it would be difficult for a member upon this floor or the 
Clerk himself to tell where the law is to be found by which members come here 
who have been declared elected from Ohio in October and five members come here 
declared to have been elected in Maine in September. 
And further on he said: 


It does not lie in the mouth of the Clerk of this House to raise the question 
(based upon his lack of knowledge of the law) where the authority comes from. 


Mr. Speaker, the authority came from this exception to which I 
have already called the attention of the House. That exception was 
made especially to apply to the States of Maine, New Hampshire, 
Ohio, Indiana, and, perhaps, one or two others, whose constitutions 
fix a different day from that provided by section 20 of the Revised 
Statutes. But this exception does not include Colorado. It was by 
virtue of this exception that there was an election held in Maine in 
September, and an election held in Ohio in October, and one held in 
New Hampshire in March, I believe. The Clerk had a right to look 
to the law to learn whether Colorado was excepted from this general 
provision. He did look at it, and he saw that Colorado did not come 
within the exception. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] has contended 
that the enabling act repealed the general law, so far as Colorado 
was concerned. Assume, for the sake of argument, that it did pro- 
vide for its repeal by authorizing the constitutional convention to 
fix a day for the election of a member of Congress until the end of 
this decade, yet what is the fact? The constitutional convention 
did not oxercise that authority. It did not fix the day for the elec- 
tion of a member of the Forty-fifth Congress. It fixed a day for the 
election of one Representative in 9 at the first election in 
October; that does not mean two; and thereafter the convention 

rovided that the election should be held in such manner as might 
preseribed by law. 

If the constitutional convention had authority to fix the day, it 
did not fix it for any except the first election, and that for but one 
Representative in Congress. It did not fix a different day except so 
far as the necessity of the case existed, and that necessity extended 
only to the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress, and to no 
other Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, the legality of the election held on the 7th day of 
November in the State of Colorado was admitted and acted upon 
by the authorities of that State, by the governor, the secretary of 
state, aud by the sheriffs and the election officers, up to and after 
the time of the election held on the 3d day of October. They all 

ized the necessity of an election on the 7th of November. 

The legality of an election on the 7th day of Novem ber was also 
recognized by the constitutional convention of that State, which pro- 
vided only for an election of one Representative in the Congress of 
the United States at the first election in October. The convention 
thus 3 the necessity of an election on the 7th day of No- 
vember. 

The Government of the United States throngh the Department of 
Justice also recognized the necessity of an election in that State on 
the 7th day of November. I hold in my hand a copy of the corre- 
spondence between the Attorney-General and the marshal for the 
district of Colorado preceding the election held on the 7th day of 
November. I have also in my possession a copy of the instructions 
issued by the Department of Justice to the marshal of that State in 
reference to that election, Those instructions state that at the elec- 
tion to be held on the 7th day of November it was thé duty of the 
marshal to be in attendance to appoint deputies in cities of over 
ae ene inhabitants, and to see that the laws of Congress 
were enfo 

But that is not all. The marshal of that State, after the election 
on the 2d day of October, desired a leave of absence from the State 
for a month, stating in one of his letters that the republicans had 
withdrawn from the contest on the 7th of November. o Attorney- 
General answered that leave of absence could not be granted to him, 
that he must remain there until the election on the 7th day of No- 
vember. The Attorney-General, paving the qnestion bronght to his 
attention after the election on the 3d day of October by the official 
request of the marshal for leave of absence, held that he must re- 
main there and officially supervise that election on that day. The 
marshal did remain in that State in pursuance of his instructions 
until after the election on the 7th of November. The correspondence 
is as follows: 

OFFICR or UNITED STATRS MARSHAL, 
r September 19, 


Sm: I have the honor to respectfully request that leave of absenco be granted 
me for thirty days from and aftor October 10 next. I have business East which 
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I wish to attend to. Should any important official duties require my attention 
here at that time of course will not avail myself of the leave of absence until after 
such duties are disposed of. 


y, your obedient servant, &c., 
CHAS. C. TOMPKINS, 
United States Marshal for District of Coiorado. 
Hon. Atrnoxso Tart, 
Attorney- 


General United States, Washington, D. C. 


Very 


DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE. 
Washington, September 30, 1876. 

Sm: Iam in receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, in which yon ask for leave 
of absence for thirty days from and after October 10 noxt. This will include the = 
of the ral election and the time intervening between the present date an: 
bry ds ich it is presumed will be a period of considerable cxcitement in all parts 
of country. 
At such 2 I think the officers of tho United States, especially United States 
marshals, should be at their posts. 
f T penro thai Joi should defer your visit to the East nutil after the 7th of No- 


Very respectfully, 


C. C. Tomprins, Esq, 
United States Marskal, Denver, Colorado. 


Ovrice or Ustrep STATES MARSHAL, 
Denver, Colorado, October 4, 1876. 

Sm: In reply toa letter from Hon. S. F. Spare Acting Attorney-Goneral, in 
which my application for leave of absence for thirty days is denied until after 
7th proximo, that being the day of the general election, 1 have tho honor to re- 
spectfully represent that the Stato ure elect the electors for this State; 
that yesterday, 3d instant, was the day of the gencral State election, including tho 
33 and that we have no election on the 7th November, except to vote for 
a resentative in the Forty-lifth Con I most assuredly would not have 
asked for loave of absence were the facta other than as stated ve. Iccrtainly 
have no desiro to be absent from my post of duty when it is at all probable that I 
should be needed. In asking for leave of absence I selected the tine which I con- 
ceived to be best, all things considered, as the district court sits in ber. 

If after this explanation you deem it not e tfor me to absent myself from 
my district until after the 7th November, I will most cheerfully acquiesce; other- 
wise I respectfully renew my application for leave of absence for thirty days from 
such time as I will be ready to start, which will be about the 20th instant. The 
. of sesterdey resulted in a 0 and wae republican victory. 

respec: , your obedient servant, & 
oe 1065 CHAS. C. TOMPKINS. 
United States Marshal for District of Colo 
Hon. ALPHONSO TAFT, 


Attorney-General, de., Washington, D. C. 


8. F. PHILLIPS, 
Acting Atlorney-General, 


DEPARTMENT OF Justice’ 
Washington, October 10, 1878. 
Sin: Thave received your letter of the 4th instant, and in reply thereto have to 
inform you that as a goneral rule no marshal should bo absent at time of a Federal 
election, and therefore leave of absence for the time asked cannot be granted. 


vV respectfully, 
R S. F. PHILLIPS, 
Acting Attorney-General. 
a C. TOMPKINS, 


nited States Marshal, Denver, Colorado. 


OFFICE or UNITED States MARSHAL, 
Denver, Colorado, October 16, 1876. 

Sır: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a letter from Hon S. F. Phili 
Acting Attorney-General, bearing date 10th instant, in which my second application 
for leave of absence is denied until after Tth November on the grouu “no 
marshal should be absent at time of a Federal election“ 

I herewith inclose a circnlar letter from J. C. Wilson, chairman State central 
committee, stating the determination of tho republican State central committee to 
decline any and all participation in the election called for the 7th Novomber, 1376. 
If after knowing this fact it is deemed improper for mo to be absent from my 
district on tho 7th November, I pespeceteny request that a leave of absence for 
twenty-three days be granted me, to take effect after the Tth proximo. 

In wy communication of 4th instant this course had not been decided upon by the 
repunon State central committee. I therefore could not apprise the Department 
0 act. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, &c., 
7 i CHARLES C. TOMPKINS, 
United Statea Marshal for District of Colorado, 
Hon. ALPHONSO TAFT, 


Attorney-General United States, Washington, D. C. 


DEPAUTMENT or JUSTICE, 
Washington, October 24, 1876, 
Sm: I have received your letter of the 16th instant, and note the facts therein 
stated As requested by 8 vou to be absent from Colorado 
for twenty-three days from and after the 7th of November next. 


v pecifully, 
n 8. F. PHILLIPS, 

C. C. Tourxtes, Esq W 

` United States Marshal, Denver, Colorado, 

Therefore we have all the authorities of Government—the Govern- 
ment of the United States, the government of the State of Colorado, 
and the election officers of that State—all recognizing the neces- 
sity and legality of an election on the 7thday of November. It never 


occurred to anybody that an election on that day would not be legal, 
until two weeks after the election on the 3d day of October, when it 
was determined, after a consultation among and between the politi- 
cal friends of Mr. Belford, that it would be better to hold on to the 
semblance of an election on the 3d day of October than to risk a 
single-handed contest in that State with Mr. Patterson. They well 


knew what would be the result of such a contest, when all the press- 
ure in behalf of three electors of President and Vice-President 
was removed, when all the excitement attending the election of a 
governor and other State and county officers was out of the way. It 
was well known that in a fair contest between Mr. Patterson and 
Mr. Belford Mr. Patterson would have received many hundreds if 
not thousands of votes more than his competitor. 

Mr. Patterson does not come here by virtue of any illegal or irre- 
sponsible election. It was a legal election, the only legal election 
held in the State of Colorado for a member of this House. 

It is said that he received only about 4,000 votes. That is true. 
But how many members of this House would receive 4,000 votes ata 
special election if there was no opposition to them and nobody ran 
ugainst them, as was the case at this election? Many persons have 
been seated on this tloor with a great many less votes than that. The 
small vote that was polled on the 7th day of Noyember can be easily 
explained. It will be found upon examination of the public address 
issned by the republican State committee of Colorado that the ropub - 
licans were advised to stay away from the polls and not to vote; 
and, acting upon this advice, the republican voters of Colorado did 
not go to the polls and participate in this election. 

Mr. WILSON. Will the geutleman allow me to call his attention 
to a case acted upon by this House some years ago? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. I refer to the West Virginia contest of 1873, when in 
regard to a congressional district composed of eighteen counties a 
republican Co seated a gentleman claiming the seat who was 
voted for in only seven of those counties, and who received but 3,440 
votes out of 30,000 votes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iam much obliged to the gentleman from West 
Virginia for referring to that case. 

I will now ask the Clerk to read an extract from the report of the 
special committee to investigate the Louisiana elections, submitted 
by my colleague [Mr. Morrison] at the last session, and which bears 
upon this very point. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The first form of intimidation finds its refutation in the increased vote over pre- 
vious elections, exceptin East Feliciana Pariah Hore the falling off iu tho voto is 
accounted for on other groands, as established by the testimony. It was foreseen 
that tho democratic ticket would prevail by reason of dissatisfaction with local 
poraa and maladministration, for which republican officials wore responsi- 

le. Instructions were sent to the local repablican leaders to refrain voting. 
No ticket was put forth, and no republican vote was cast, it being the predoter- 
mined purpose to use this voluntary surreader of the Ay ee of voting as an argu- 
ment to sustain the charge of in n and s pretext fur throwing out the vote 
of the parish, which was done. 

Your committes submit that such means caunot be employed to disfranchise a 
community, since, should sach principle be admitted, it would be casy, by concert 


of action, a minority, through the mere absence of voters from the polls. to 
defeat the will of the majority. This would defeat the very object of a 
ce, degrade 


suffrage, merge the system of election into a mero negative 
suffrage, and offer a premium for chicanery and fraud. 7 


Mr. SPRINGER. From this report it will be seen that it is not 
within the province of the minority of voters, or even of a majority, 
by absenting themselves from the polls at the proper time for hold- 
ing ap election, to invalidate that election. If that were admitted, 
then it woald be a very easy matter to invalidate the election of any 

entleman on this floor who might be a candidate for a puòlic oe. 

he voters of Colorado who staid away did so of their own volition, 
and their staying away not being the result of intimidatioa or vio- 
lence does not in any respect impair the validity of this election. 
Mr. Patterson’s frieuds, when th»y saw that the republicans were not 
voting, did not make any effort to get out their voters, donbtless be- 
lieving that a thousand votes were as good as ten thousand under the 
circumstances. There was no effort to get out a large vote; but there 
was an expression of the choice of the people at the only lawful elec- 
tion held in that State for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress ; and 
that expression is unmistakably in favor of Mr. Patterson’s right to 
a seat on this floor. 

Now, as to the failure of the election officers to canvass this vote, I 
maintain that there was no law of the State authorizing them to can- 
vass the vote. Butif there was such a law, that question was settled 
by this House in the case of Horace Maynard, who in 1862 claimed a 
seat on this floor by virtue of an election held in the State of Tennes- 
see, the evidence of which consisted solely of the certificates of the 
sheriffs of the several counties of one of the districts in that State. 
The governor, having gone into the rebellion, refused to certify any 
votes that were cast for members of the Congress of the United States, 
and therefore the certificates from the sheritfs of the several counties 
of Mr. Maynard’s district were brought into this House, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Dawes, then chairman of the Committee on 3 
without reference to a committee at all, this House seated him; an 
he retained his seat during that session. 

At the same session of Congress Mr. Clements claimed a seat on this 
floor by virtue of an election held in the same State, at which more 
than half the counties in the district refused to certify any election 
for a member of Congress, The governor also refused to certify any- 
thing. Mr. Clements went to the sheriffs and obtained from them cer- 
tifieates as to his election. He went also into the State of Kentucky 
and took the affidavits of soldiers then in the service of the United 
States that they hud voted for him at that election. This being the 
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evidence presented to the House, Mr. Clements was seated, never 
having had the governor’s certificate and in the absence of acanvass 
of the votes by the officials of the State of Tennessee authorized to 
canvass such returns. 

The failure of ministerial officers to canvass votes for members of 
Congress cannot invalidate the election. If it were so, the elections to 
this House would be in the hands of ministerial officers, who might 
refuse to certify the facts as they found them of record in their respect- 
ive offices. The right to a seat upon this floor is based upon firmer 
and more sure foundations than the naked certificates of ministerial 
officers. The right to elect and to be represented rests in the people, 
and if their officers throw obstructions in the way it is the duty of 
the people to make their way, if possible, to the ballot-box and there, 
upon the day and in the manner provided by law, deposit their votes; 
and such deposit of votes constitutes the right of members to scats 
upon this floor, It is-the election that elects, and not the governors 
certificate. 

I beg pardon for referring to the action of theelectoral commission 
as an authority in a case of thiskind. But the decision of that com- 
mission in the Oregon case will be remembered. The governor had 
certified that one set of electors was chosen; but the commission, 
eonsidering the face of the papers, taking into view only the prima 
facie case, not going behind the record, held that the governor's cer- 
tificate not being supported by the facts as they appeared from the 
action of the canvassing officers was of no validity whatever. That 
certificate was set aside. The supreme court of the State of New 
York, in the case of Hartt and others vs. Harvey and others, (32 Bar- 
bour, 55,) held that— 


Where a certificate of inspectors confines itself to a bare declaration that the 
persons to whom it is given are clected, itis prima facie evidence of the right of 
such persons to tho office ; but where it recites the facts upon which the inspectors 
rely as their justification and authority for declaring those persons clected, and 
9 hose ee aah y show that the persons named were not elected, the certificate 

tstroya a 


In this case the certificate destroys itself. It recites facts which 
‘show that the election under which Mr. Belford claims his seat was 

one unknown to the law. Therefore the certificate provides nothing, 
and the Clerk of this House was in duty bound to disregard it, i 
shows on its face that the person certified to be elected was not 
elected, and therefore it is not to be held as establishing a prima 
Secie right in Mr. Belford to a seat on this floor. This House should 
disregard the governors certificate as the Clerk has disregarded it, 
because it certilies to an election which was held at a time unknown 
to the laws of Congress or of the State of Colorado. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, whoever writes the history of the 
struggle of Colorado for admission as one of the States of the Union 
will give a history of more varied and changeable views of the samo 
men, of the same party, to suit different occasions, than I think were 
ever presented on any other subject upon which the historian has 
ever expended labor. [Laughter.] 

It is within the memory of the old members of this House that 
gentlemen on the other side, during the last Congress, or a large por- 
tion of the time of the last Congress, zpena all their ingenuity, 
all their energy, all their eloquence, all their acumen, to prove that 
Colorado never was admitted into the Union, never was a State, had 
no business in this House nor in the other Honse with any represent- 
ativesatall, That was long after these elections; that was long after 
all that is quoted here ay by gentlemen as having been regular 
and proper and constitutional had occurred. 

I admire sometimes the ingenuity with which my friends upon the 
other side can shift front, aud especially the gentleman who last 
addressed the House. I do not forget how ponure he was, with 
what appeals to his fellows, with what appeals to the country, with 
what au array of law books and qnotations and constitutional refer- 
ences he convinced himself and came very near convincing one or two 
other members of the House [laughter] that Colorado had no right 
to be called in the Union at all. Why, sir, if appeals and earnest- 
ness and apparent sincerity could have controlled, as exhibited by 
the gentleman and his colleagues, it would have been madness in 
humble members of Congress on this side of the House to have pre- 
sumed for an instant to assert that the State of Colorado was a State 
at all. It needed more than our own reasoning faculties against such 
weight of authority. It needed more than mere reliance upon our 
simple judgments here to believe that it was a State. It took the 
action of the Executive of the United States to strengthen us, Ay, 
sir, it took the action of the Senate in boldly admitting two Senators 
of that State to the floor of the Senate to help perfect the laws which 
we sent them, to strengthen us on this side. 

How long gentlemen labored on that subject! Through what 
urgent toil they worked for almost two sessions of Congress to deter- 
mine whether there had been any election and whether there was 
any State! They have changed front now, and gentlemen say that 
not only was Colorado a State, but it had laws and it had elections; 
that it not only had the election provided by the enabling act and 

rovided by the constitution of Colorado, under which it me a 
Plate, but it was so much of a State, so much more of a State than 
any other Territory which had ever become a State, that it could 
have two elections in the same month almost, for the same office— 
two electious within a month and a half of each other. It was so 


profoundly a State and so absolutely a State, that it conld elect under 
the provisions of its own constitution and the enabling act of Con- 
gress, but with such supreme power it held its n and vitality 
as a State that it could come in under a general Jaw of Congress, and 
elect to this House twice, once in October and once in November ; 
once in October under the constitution of that State and under the 
enabling act of Congress; that it was so fully a State, its preroga- 
tives swelled out so grandly that no living man could question, not 
ouly its being a State, as these gentlemen say now, coming in with 
equal rights with all the other States, but it was so full, so omni 
tent in its power, above any constitution and enabling act, under 
that provision of the Constitution which authorizes States to come 
in with all the powers of original States, it could elect twice within 
two months under the laws regulating other States and under the law 
provided for itself. 

Now, is not here a mighty change even in the same individuals, who 
to-day claim, not only that its first election was held under its own 
constitution and under the enabling act of Congress, but also it 
could come in again and elect under the general law of Congress and 
under the general right which gave it full power with all other, its 
sister States and the original thirteen? To me the evolutions of gen- 
tlemen here, the change in the operations of their minds, the ma- 
chinery by which they grind out logic one session in one direction 
and grind ont logic another session in an opposite and different direc- 
tion, are among the most difficult problems I have to solve in my 
observations of human nature. [Laughter. 

Gentlemen, perhaps, do not stop to consider how inconsistent the 

ition of to-day is with the position which they took last Congress. 

n fact, in ay Sop opinion, they do not care. 1 Sup- 
pose in that first election in October Mr. Patterson been sent here 
with the credentials of that State, under its broad seal, with a ma- 
jority of the votes, duly certified to be the member-elect and the Rop- 
resentative in Congress provided in the enabling act, in the constitu- 
tion of Colorado and in the Constitution of the United States, is 
there a gentleman on that side of the House who can so far over- 
come his innate delicacy and his innate modesty as to tell me or tell 
this House he would have hesitated for a moment to determine Colo- 
rado was a State and Patterson was its chosen son? I will venture 
to say that the delicacy and modesty of every man on that side of 
the House would not prevent his telling this House that he and 
all his party would have voted at once Colorado was a grand, beau- 
tiful, silver State, full fledged, in close and full communion with 
all the other States, and that Patterson was its chosen Representa- 
tive; und if we had on this side of the House the power to keep him 
out, as they kept out Belford on the pretense it was not a State, we 
would have been reproached for doing so with language so strong 
and objurgations so violent, been approached with petitions and tears, 
which would have melted our obstinacy and dissuaded us from our 


pu $ 
Naw I jast make these remarks eee e for the benefit of 
entlemen who may remember how they opposed the resolution declar- 
ng Colorado a State in this Union; pleasantly and Snelson ped 
because it is ver; 8 to me and a pleasure to those gentlemen 
who so readily shifted sides; to exhibit to them and ask them to ex- 
hibit to the country that easiness and that facility with which they 
can take one position one day and prove it by law and gospel to be 
true, and in a few days after take exactly the opposite position and 
by other quotations of other laws persuade themselves, if they cannot 
quite persuade anybody else, that now they are all right. Oh, the 
pra in the human mind to reason isa great thing, the power of the 
uman mind to pursue a course in reasoning and logic that shall con- 
trol itself against its owu purposes and against its own former con- 
victions with no new lights, no new objects—I may say that it is one 
of the most wonderful things that God permits us to look upon in this 
world of ours, and I think there is no place anywhere where there are 
80 many exhibitions of that power in all its exuberance and all its 
glory as in this Hall of the House of Representatives. [Langhter.] 
But that has not a particle of reference to this question any more 
than the harangues of the gentlemen opposite and the countless proc- 
lamations of some of the ollicials of the State of Colorado which have 
been read to the Ho 18e, or printed in the Recorp without reading. 
If the law permits Mr. Belford or Mr. Patterson to claim a seat 
here; if the law of the land prescribes a day and manner of election 
and for a canvassing of the votes cast at that election, it is immate- 
rial if every officer of the State of Colorado, from the governor down 
to the pound-master, had issued not one only, but ten thousand proc- 
lamations ordering elections and countermanding them, ordering the 
sheriffs or marshals of counties to proclaim or not to proclaim; what 
difference do they make? But gentlemen dwell very much on these 
exhibitions of the views and feelings of the people of Colorado, and 
they claim that such things having been done, and the people having 
acted in accordance with such and such proclamations, we are to go 
outside of the law and take these outside indications as the rule to 
guide us. The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Harrts,] usually so 
very accurate, so very logical; a gentleman who perhaps less often 
than any other member of this House departs from the strict line of 
law or logic; never using declamation, never using violent language, 
always so calm and collected iu his line of remarks that the House 
almost always follows him to his convietion—he says that the proc- 
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lamation of the governor first appointing the election in November 
led the people to believe there would be an election then, and we 
must not ae them if they voted then. Is that the law of the 
caso? While another gentleman tells us that there was to be but ono 
Representative to be elected at that first election. Where do they find 
the authority for that? The law says no such thing. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Will my friend allow me to correct him 
as to my N 7 

Mr. CONGER. 
“ig 

r. HARRIS, of Virginia. I always do it in that way. My friend 
is mistaken in saying that I argued the validity of the November 
election. I only referred to it, inasmuch as the action of all the pub- 
lic officers of that State, by proclamation and otherwise, showed the 
meaning and construction of the law, given to the law, by the an- 
thorities of Colorado. And I call the attention of the gentleman to 
the fact that the marshal of the district of Colorado telegraphed to 
the President, or to the sa fone ip epi Ser for leave of absence, after 
the October elections, reciting the fact that there wus to be no elec- 
tion in November, except for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress, 
and he thought his services might be spared. The Attorney-General 
telegraphed back that if there was to be an election for member of 
Congress he must remain at his post. On tke 16th of October the 
marshal telegraphed back that the republican party had determined 
to hold no election in November and stand their hand on the October 
election; and he added, “aud I think now you might let me come 
East;” whereupon the Attorney-General telegraphed that he must stay 
there until after November. That shows the construction given by 
the highest official in the land as to the true day on which this elec- 
tion was to be held. 

Mr. CONGER. Well, now, that is a pretty good little speech in 
the middle of mine, and I ain glad it is put in there, because my 
folks, if they happen to read it, will see with what ext:eme deference 
the leader of the democracy of this House accepts the decisions of 
the Attorney-General and bis marshals, and coumends them to his 
brethren on the other side of the House. [Laughter.] Now, he was 
supported by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] who 
15 e last, uot only in giving in his adhesion to the construction of 
the Attorney-General and his marshals, but also of all the other 
officers who made proclamations. Oh! Mr. Epoke if there is any- 
thing in this first assembling of the Forty-fifth Congress that comes 
with a kind of gush of joy—I wonld almost say, if I were given to the 
use of high language like the gentleman from Illinois, with rapture— 
to my heart, it is to see the belligerent gentlemen on the other side 
of the House, the vehement men, the men who opposed all that 
possibly could be done by a republican administration, denounce it 
as fon] and corrupt and wrong and everywhere and at all times 
presumptively wrong, becanse it came from them—to see them com- 
ing in so gently, so lovingly, and giving in their adhesion to the 
commands and instructions and letters of all these officers of the 
United States. [Laughter.] Does it not show conclusively that 
there is indeed an era of peace and reconciliation throughout the 
whole country? [Laughter.] 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman allow me to correct him in 
reference to my speech? 

Mr. CONGER. For a moment; yes. 

Mr. SPRINGER, The gentleman stated that I had made a speech 
in the Colorado case last session. In that he is mistaken. I did not 
speak on the Colorado case last session. 

Mr. CONGER. I accept the 5 statement; but every 
gentleman upon this side of the House, and upon the other side, too, 
will bear me witness that I had every reason to suppose that he had 
spoken upon every question that had come before that Honse. [Great 
laughtér.] I submit to the gentleman himself that I could not have 
wade the mistake by peace: to any other question that ever arose, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do not like the gentleman to judge me by him- 
gelf, for if there ever was a question before the House upon which he 
did not speak I would like to know what it was. 

Mr. CONGER. Well, that is something like saying “You are an- 
other.” heat aes a 

Mr. SPRINGER. ell, if it will be any comfort to the gentleman 
I will say “ You are another.” 

Mr. CONGER. I know that used to be the retort when we were 
boys, and sometimes, as the last resort, it used to be, “I'll make faces 
at your sister.“ [Laughter.] However, my argument, if it may have 
the name of an argument, goes to show the general course of the gen- 
tlemen upon the other side of the House. regret that I was mis- 
taken in ealling especial attention to the fact that the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] advocated opposition to the admission 
re Colorado. I was mistaken about that, and I have given my reason 

‘or it. 

But the gentleman voted; he did what the dredge cannot do; he 
voted on the subject time and time again, and refused to recognize 
Colorado. And in that quiet vote, which was final and fatal for so 
long a time, he opposed every effort of Colorado to be heard on this 
floor and to have its interests taken care of, which were suffering 
daily by reason of its not having representation in this branch of 
Congress. By his vote he prevented its acknowledgment as a State 
here, whether Le spoke in his usual way or not. 


Yes, if you will do it mildly and gently. [Laugh- 


Now, before this discussion closes, I wish some gentleman would 
tell us by what authority the election of November 7 was held iu 
the State of Colorado, no matter who proclaimed it, no matter if the 
Attorney-General instructed the marshal to be there, should there be 


an election. Years ago Congress passed a law that the general elec- 
tions for members of Congress from the several States, with some ex- 
ceptions named, should be held in November. In the fall of 1876 all 
the States that voted in November, every one of them, voted for mem- 
bers of Congress of the Forty-fifth Congress. They had already elect- 
ed their members for the Forty-fourth Congress, But here was Col- 
orado, authorized by the Constitution of the United States and by the 
law of Congress to organize itself as a State, to come into this Union, 
to adopt a State constitution, and in that constitution to decide how 
and when and where its own executive officers, its own administra- 
tive officers, should be chosen, and how and when and where one 
Representative in Congress should be chosen until the next general 
census should be taken. 

Now, let any logical mind find out, and any tongue tell me, when 
we have once given that power to Colorado to determine by its own 
will, by its own law, in its own way, how one Representative in Con- 
gress should be elected until 1880—let any one tell me when we ever 
reclaimed that power or when we ever made to apply again the gen- 
eral law that we had set aside until 1880. I cannot think the acute 
and shrewd gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER, ] I cannot believe 
my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Harris,] who, whatever virtues he 
possesses, has among them the virtue of looking all through a case, 
and generally boldness enough to tell this House the result of his in- 
quiry—I say I cannot imagine, on such a simple proposition as this, 
on so important a question as a 3 to exist through future 
times in regard to Territories, w iy they shonld have withheld and 
ignored a part of the provision of the constitution of Colorado apply- 
ing to this case. Did the gentlemen fail to see the schedule which 
referred to this very subject; or, seeing it, did they not think it was 
their duty to present it to the House rather than to conceal it? 

To my mind the theory of Colorado and the theory of Congress in 
regard to that election is so clear, and I may add also the theory upon 
which the people of Colorado acted is so consistent, so uniform, so 
clear, that it isa marvel to me that any man can doubt what the true 
theory is and what is the true conclusion to be come to. 

Colorado, by virtue of the laws in force, was to have up to 1830 a 
member of Con to be chosen at a time to be specified in its con- 
stitution, and then to fall back under the general law and elect its 
member in November, as other States are required to do. I call the 
attention of gentlemen to the enabling act: 


Until the next general census— 
Says the act of Congress— 


said State shall be entitled to one Representative in the House of Representatives 
of the United States— 


To one Representative; not to the same man— 


who, together with the governor and other State officers, shall be elected on a 
ay subsequent to the constitution and to be fixed by said constitutional conven- 
on. 


When were the governor and other State officers elected ? On 
this same day in October when Mr. Patterson and Mr. Belford ap- 
led to the suffrages of the people of Colorado for election to this 
ouse. One Representative in the Congress of the United States 
until 1880. 

Suppose there is a provision of the Constitution of the United 
States which says that Representatives shall be elected every two 
years. The fall of 1876 was the time to elect members for the Forty- 
fifth Congress. In November of that year all the other States, elect- 
ing in November, elected their Representatives to the Forty-fifth 
Congress. In October of that year, Colorado, by virtue of the terms 
of the constitution of that State, elected on the same day its governor 
and other State officers and one Representative in Congress. Tbere 
was one 5 to be elected for an unexpi term. But 
the same full, when all the other States elected for the Forty-fif th 
Congress, Colorado elected one Representative for the Forty-fifth 


ngress * 

Can anything be plainer? The constitution of Colorado implied 
that two Representatives should be elected at that election, not for 
the same Congress, but one for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth 
Congress and one for the fall term of the Forty-fifth Con It is 
for withholding that provision of the constitution of Colorado from 
the consideration of this House by gentlemen who pretend to quote 
at all, that I arraign them here, and ask them in theirown time and 
hereafter to apologize humbly to this House for suppressing a very 
material fact. 

If gentlemen will turn to the schedule which is a part of the con- 
stitution of Colorado, to section 16 of that schedule, they will find 
this provision: 


The votes cast for Representatives— 
Not for a Representative. 


The votes cast for Representatives in Congress at the first election held under 
this constitution shall be canvassed and the result determined in the manner pro- 
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vided by the laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegate in Con- 
gress, 


That is, inthe same manner as they had been canvassed for Dele- 
gate in Congress. 

What does that schedule mean? What did the convention mean 
when they said that the votes cast for “ Representatives” (the 
word being in the plural) at the first election provided for in that 
constitution should be canvassed in a particular manner? This 
schedule, a part of the constitution of Colorado, uses the word“ Rep- 
resentatives” as if the members of that convention knew that there 
was a necessity for electing at that election not only a member for the 
unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress, but also a Representa- 
tive for the Forty-fifth Congress, just as other States voted that fall 
for Representatives in this Congress. 

That convention had the power to provide for the election of Rep- 
resentatives until 1860, and they provided for an election on the 3d 
day of October and a canvass of the votes cast at that election. If 
this construction be correct, does it not end the case absolutely? Was 
not authority given to the convention to prescribe a time? Was 
not that the time when the people ought to have voted for a member 
of the Forty-fifth Congress as all the other States did? Had they 
not the power to fix the time in that schedule of their constitution f 
Did they not say that Representatives”—not a Representative— 
shall be elected in Colorado 

That is the law of the case; and gentlemen on the other side in 
passing over this constitutional provision which puts the number of 

presentatives to be chosen at that first election in the plural, do 
not blot out the fact and do not strengthen their argument by omit- 
ting to refer to it. After the constitutional convention has spoken 
in plain unmistakable language and declared that Representatives 
were to be voted for on that day, one for the unexpired portion of 
the Forty-fourth Congress and one for the Forty-fifth Congress—after 
that convention has provided that both these Representatives should 
be voted for at the first election held under the constitution, which 
was the October clection, and provided that the votes for both Rep- 
resentatives should be canvassed in the same manner—under what 
pretense can men come here and say that we can override the ex- 
pressed will of that constitutional convention to whom we gave the 
power to determine this matter? 

But, Mr. S er, how did the people of Colorado themselves look 
upon this subject? Iam one of those who believe in giving force 
eifect, and vitality to the will of the people of a State or Territory if 
I can find reasonable ground for believing that it is in accordanco with 
law; I had almost said for believing that it is not in violation of a 
specific provision of law. My own State came into the Union on the 
presentation of a constitution formed by its people. It came here 
fally organized, with governor and other executive officers, Legisla- 
ture, pery 0 and municipal officers, as well as Representatives in Con- 
gress and Senators. Having chosen all these officers the State pre- 
sented its constitution to this House. It had asked no advice from 
this ora AE it had sought no enabling act. It came here fully armed 

ts 


to take sores as it thought it might as one of the States of this 
Union, equal in power and prerogative to any and all of the other 
States. 


Had it not been that at the same time collateral questions affecting 
the admission of another State occupied the deliberations of Con- 
gress, the State of Michigan, as we all know, would have been at once 
admitted in its full panoply of power to representation in Congress. 
It never had another constitutional conveution as preliminary for 
admission nor another election. It came here as a State with all its 
organization complete. Its Members and Senators waited calmly and 
proadly for admission at the different ends of this Capitol until the 
question in regard to Arkansas should be decided, and then the State 
came in with the Representatives and Senators it had chosen under 
a constitution adopted without any advice or authorization by Con- 


Sir, the people of Colorado, acting under an enabling act, framed 
their constitution, elected their State officers and legislature, and 
chose their Senators and Representatives, who presented themselves 
at this Capitol for admission. Its Senators were received; the Sen- 
ate acknowledged it as a State. This House tampered, with the 
question—refused to admit Colorado as a State, refused to recognize 
it as one of the sisters of the Union for a long, long time, until the voice 
of the ponuke compelled the recognition; and all through this time 
every single fact bearing upon the question of the right of either of 
these two men to take a seat here has existed as it exists now, with- 
out change and without limitation. 

I have said that I would give force to the voice of the people of a 
State if expressed in acco: co with law or (in the absence of any 
law) if not in violation of law. What did the people of Colorado 
do? Both political parties nominated their candidates for Congress, 
to be voted for on this day in October prescribed by the constitu- 


tion. There was an excited contest; there was a great struggle. The 
democracy were so sure that they would carry Colorado that it was 
months before the democratic papers would admit that the election 
had not gone democratic. I had amost said it was years. There are 
many democrats in the country now who believe that Colorado has a 
democratic governor, a democratic Legislature, and democratic Sena- 


tors in the Congress of the United States. By this discussion, if it 
should reach them, they will find ont for the first time that democrats 
admit that there has been an election and that a republican governor 
and republican Senators have been chosen. This fact will show it, 
for there is no admission that I know of in the thousand news- 
papers in the land of that fact. 

Now, sir, on that day in October prescribed by the constitution of 
Colorado, as they had the right to prescribe, men of all parties voted 
for member of Congress for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth 
Congress, and they voted for him for the Forty-fifth Congress. They 
made their nominations; they voted. Twenty-six of the organized 
counties in Colorado gave votes for each of the candidates. 
There was poen at that election for Representative for the unex- 
pired term 25,618 votes; they were divided with considerable equality 
between the candidates. Belford received 13,308 of those 25,000 votes 
and Mr. Patterson received 12,310. The strength of the le caine 
ont for that unexpired term and the PEEN F RESA received nearly 
the same number of votes. Almost 26,000 votes were divided 
between them; but, as Mr. Belford had the majority, he received 
the certificate. Now, on the same day and at the same election, 
votes were cast for Mr. Belford and Mr. Patterson as candidates 
for Representative in Congress for the Forty-üfth Congress. There 
were cast then 26,022 votes; that more votes for Representative 
in the Forty-fifth Congress than for the anexpired term of the Forty- 
fourth Congress. More people voted for Representative in Congress 
for this Congress, the Forty-fifth, than for the unexpired portion of 
the Forty-fourth Congress. Of these, Mr. Belford received 13,433 
and Mr. Patterson 12,584 votes; Mr. Belford received 130 more votes 
for the Forty-fifth Congress than he did for the Forty-foarth, and 
Mr. Patterson received somewhere in the neighborhood of 300 more 
votes for the Forty-fifth Congress than he did for the unexpired por- 
tion of the Forty-fourth. The friends of Mr. Belford all over that 
State, and of Mr. Patterson too, believed that election was the proper 
election, the trial case, and they worked bard. Mr. Patterson’s friends 
worked harder to elect him to the Forty-fifth Congress and he got 
more votes by several handred than he did for the Forty-fourth Con- 


gress. 

Now, sir, there was the struggle of the people; there was the balloting 
of the people; there were the fresh votes of twenty-six counties, of 
every county and of all the counties in that new State of Colorado. 
What, then, isthe result in this next sham side-show to which we are in- 
vited at the same expense as to the original mammoth show? [Laugh- 
ter.] How many counties voted in November and what is the voto ? 
Sir, I have heard no gentleman upon that side, not even the gentle- 
man from Virginia—and we all know he does not lack boldness at 
least—who pretends to state the number of counties that voted and 
the vote which was given for the respective caudidates at this Novem- 
ber election. It is so gratifying to mo to seo there is some modesty 
left, some little delicacy of feeling about obtruding such a side-show 
as this second election with the first real Barnum, that I am glad fo 
see it in my friends, both the gentleman from Virginia and my friend 
from Illinois too, who hardly lots slip auy piece of information upon 
which he can comment. 

In the election held in November, Mr. Speaker, there were only 
eleven counties which undertook to vote at all out of twenty-six. 
Twenty-six counties cast 26,000 votes, and at this election, with all 
the heralding of the marshal and Attorney-General and the governor, 
there were only eleven counties which cast one single vote at all; no 
returns but from eleven of them. 

— SOUTHARD. Will the gentleman allow me to make a correc- 
tion 

Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. The evidence in the case shows that all of the 
counties except three participated in tho clection in November, as I 
understand it, and I suppose the gentloman does not wish to have 
the fact stated otherwise than as it really is. 

Mr. CONGER. Ifthe gentleman has anything which goes further 
than his understanding he can correct me. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I mean to say that is the fact as it appears by 
evidence presented in the caso. 

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman state what evidence ? 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Evidence on file with the Clerk of the House. 

Mr. CONGER. I will yield, of course, to a correction where I have 
made any mistake, but I want the correction to come at least indorsed 
by some authority. 

Mr. n I do not understand what the gentleman has 

ust said. 
¢ Mr. CONGER. I wish the correction to come indorsed by some 
official anthority. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I refer to the evidence on file with the Clérk of 
the House. 

Mr. CONGER. I donot know whose evidence the gentleman refers 
to, and I have not time to go through it to find itont. Inever heard 
of it before. I will take the liberty of reading to the gentleman the 
certificate of the secretary of state, which ought to have some little 
weight in this case. y 

The following is a list of the votes cast at said November election, 
so far as the same were reported to the secretary of state: 


y 
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November 7, 187 i 
POA eee í 6, for Representative 


Fremont County... 
Gilpin County 
Huerfano County, 

Jefferson County... 


Gͤ——6nöq ˖ .ꝛ:/èœ. e333 re 


— 
3 esse 


‚———ũů« 0 2255547 


Strate or COLORADO, 
Office of the Secretary of State: 

I. William M. Clark, secretary of state of the State of Colorado, do hereby cer- 
tify that the above an d eee ee pnd nay UE RET p 
an election claimed to have held on the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress, as appears from the retarns now on 
filo in my office, which votes have never been canvassed. 

Witness my hand and seal of the State of Colorado this 2d day of April, A. D. 


1877 
[szan] WILLIAM M. CLARK, 
Secretary of State. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, in the absence of anything but the gentleman’s 


memory of w some one may have sworn to, or what gentlemen 
may swear to in Colorado, and which may have got into the testi- 
mony here—and of course I cannot anticipate or conjecture how much 
credit I am to give to it—I have here the official statement of the sec- 
retary of state of Colorado, which tells me, in the list I have referred 
to, the candidates who were voted for and the number of votes given 
to each at that election, He does not say that is all; but if there is 
any other he has suppressed, I say for him he is a perjured man. 
Therefore I take this evidence, and I take it against the gentleman’s 
statement, too; I take it as honik of more weight, unless the gentle- 
man will give better authority. I do not doubt his belief of what he 
says. We all believe some of the strangest things in this world. 
The gentleman is full of notions, and I am fall of notions; and how 
we come to have the capacity of entertaining such notions, and to 
have them control me and him, and better men, too, than 
him and me, I cannot tell. 

Mr, SOUTHARD rose. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Michigan yield to the 
gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. CONGER. Certainly. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. In order that I may make myself understood I 
will say further to the gentleman from Michigan that the votes he 
means there aro the votes certified to by the secretary of state; the 
votes which the secretary of state certifies are on file in his office, 
Now, those votes were sent up from democratic counties by demo- 
cratic judges. The republican judges in other counties refused to 
certify any votes to the secretary of state. Evenin the county where 
Denver is situated there was no certification of any vote because the 
republican clerk and judge refused to certify votes under the law to 
the secre of state, | i 

Mr. CONGER. Does the gentleman claim, then, that we can go 
back of the certificate and find what the real facts were? 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Certainly; and if the case be referred what I 
have stated will be shown before the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not admit that to be the true doctrine. But, 
admitting it to be true, does the gentleman not know that Mr, Bel- 
ford at that election had the largest number of votes? And will he 
send him back and have him elected again? 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I do not understand the gentleman's question. 

Mr. CONGER. It is this: Does the gentleman not know that of 
all those mental votes and written votes, and votes intended to be 

cast, and votes that were cast, and votes not canvassed and never 
certified, the N saree of Colorado gave Mr. Belford the majority ? 

Mr. SOUTHARD. As regards the votes actnally cast, Mr. Belford 
did not have a majority; and as re; the mental votes which the 
gentleman refers to, there has been too much of that sort of thing in 
this country MEE, the last few years. 

Mr. CONGER. That is just my opinion. I am glad to have the 
gentleman agree with me, ade s It is better for us to stand by 
the law and the record, and it will be very satisfactory to this side of 
the House if that can be carried out in good faith during the remain- 
der of this Congress. 

Now, sir, I come back to my main assertion. I thank the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. SOUTHARD] for calling out the proof, for I might 
have passed on without reading the certificate of the secretary of 
state of Colorado, thinking other gentlemen had been as industrious 
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as I have been and had read it. But now it has been read as a part 
of my remarks, and I thank the gentleman for calling my attention 
to it. 

It appears, then, that there were eleven out of twenty-six counties 
that voted. pris gentleman’sownadmission all the democratic coun- 
ties sent up their votes. Therefore by the gentleman’s own admis- 
sion there are but eleven democratic counties in that new State; and 
by the gentleman’s own admission in the democratic counties doing 
the best they could they could only A. for their candidate 2,377 votes 
at the November election. And I should think they were democratic 
counties; for here are two counties in which Mr. Belford got but 1 
vote; one county where he got 4 votes; one county where he got 5 
votes; one county where he got 6 votes; two in which he got 9, and 
one in which he got 10 votes. Mr. Patterson got his friends not to 
vote for him, or else some democrats—and I think that is the true 
solution of it—thinking there should be some votes for Mr. Belford to 
show that there were some republicans who voted, cast 79 votes for 
Mr. Belford; making, with the vote of 2,377 for Mr. Patterson, the for- 
midable array of the votes of the enterprising, partisan, earnest, zeal- 
ous people of Colorado in deciding who should be their Representative 
for the next two years in the Forty-fifth Congress, 2,456 votes alto- 
gether, against 26,022 when they did vote in twenty-six counties with 
a full vote; being a fuller vote for Representative in Con for the 
Forty-fifth Congress than for the Forty-fourth and a fuller vote for 
Representative in Congress for the Forty-fifth Congress than was 
given for any of the State officers, as if that were the trial case. 

Now, what lies at the bottom of all this opposition to Colorado ? 
What prompted the democracy all over the Union and the democrats 
in the last Congress to put their hand against that State and keep 
it out and away from representation for almost the entire session f 
What prompts them to smuggle in a Representative to-day against 
the voice of the people on a vote of eleven counties out of twenty-six ; 
on a vote less than one-tenth of the vote that might be given in that 
State, in violation of the schedule provision of the constitution which 
provided that Representatives should be voted forin October? What 
is it that prompts you, gentlemen, to keep this State out? Yourcan- 
didate. has no certificate. There is no pretense on record here that 
he has any right prima facie to a seat. r. Belford comes here as the 
Representative I that State and demands admission to this floor 
as all others demand it, year after year, and have demanded it from 
the beginning of the Government until now—on his certificate, duly 
signed, sealed, and authenticated. Why keep him ont of his seat? 
Why spring this question here and renew the scenes of last Congress 
by leaving that State unrepresented? If I were to be actuated by 
merely political motives, if I were partisan eno: to desire that a 
wrong should be done that my might flourish and that its prin- 
ciples might be planted where they could not be rooted out in the new 
States of this Union, I could ask for nothing better than that the 
democracy with their strong hand should o down that young and 
beautiful State and refuse that its voice should be heard in our midst 
during the whole of this Congress. i 

Sir, the people of that State demand a voice among you; they de- 
mand legislation from you; they demand that the counsels, the ad- 
vice, and the votes of their Representative shall be- given to these 
nearly three hundred members of Congress to enable them to legis- 
late rightly for that young mountain State; and, sir, every day and 
every month that you refuse to acknowledge the State, that you re- 
fuse to admit its Representative, that you thrust it back from this 
chamber, the citizens of that State, by an example which appeals 
to every heart, be it of democrat or republican, will denounce those 
who take from them the great constitutional privileges of a State and 
the great constitutional rights of the people. 

But, sir, I cannot look upon this question from a partisan stand-point, 
either in its present issue or from its future consequences. I may be 
deceived, I may be mistaken, but from my reading of the law and 
the action of the people of that State, from the vote of the twenty- 
six counties, acting in full and harmonious accord in the Ovtober 
election, and from the fact that but eleven counties out of the twenty- 
six in fact voted at all in the November election, and that then avery 
meager vote was cast by any party, [cannot bat believe that the law 
is in accord with the judgment of the people of Colorado that Octo- 
ber was the time for the olection of a Representative in Congress for 
what remained of ths unexpired part of the Forty-fourth Congress 
and for the Forty-fifth Congress. But the people intended to do as all 
their sister States did in the broad length of this land, elect that very 
fall a member of the Forty-fifth rape Dr Thoy had no Legislature 
that could pass a law for any other tion. Any other construction 
in the case would be defeating the judgment of the people of Colo- 
rado, the law of Colorado, eat | the action of the men who voted in 
October for Belford and Patterson, and the men who abstained from 
voting for either in the Forty-fifth Congress in November. Any other 
construction would charge imbecility or want of common judgment 
or common sense upon Co: upon the constitutional convention, 
upon the whole people of Colorado of both parties. And if we ac- 
cept this new trumped- up theory, in violation of the sixteenth sec- 
tion of the schedule, that Patterson is to come in here and be the Rep- 
resentative from Colorado, our own action will be in canflict with the 
law we have already passed and with the constitutional provisions 
of the State of Colorado. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 
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Mr. CHALMERS. Mr. Speaker, the question now before us, like 
those which have thus far occupied our attention, is purely legal in 
its character and, like all such questions, should be determined dis- 

assionately, upon sound and well-settled precedents; but we should 
ok well to the facts and circumstances of each particular case to 
see that the precedents are properly applied. Political bodies are not 
expected to observe such a close adherence to precedent as courts of 
law; bat where gentlemen are acting under the solemn sanction of 
an oath and belonging to parties which are seeking to win or to 
maintain the confidence of the country, they should not make rules 
to-day for their own benefit and break them to-morrow, when they 
would confer benefits upon their opponents. Whether our opponents 
have observed this rule of good conduct and morals, as well as 
ood law, it is unnecessary now to inquire. We are endeavoring to 
down and observe correct rules for ourselves, and we must do so 
without re, to the misconduct of others. We claim to be entering 
upon a higher plane of morality and to be standing on the broad plat- 
form of reform. I agree with the member from Texas [Mr. MILLS] 
in the sentiment expressed by him on the second day of our session, 
that “It is a matter of vast importance that members of this House 
should adhere to the law; it is a matter of no consequence who is 
benefited by such adherence to the law ;” but I utterly failed to 
comprehend the logic of the argument by which he reached the con- 
clusion that the majority on this side of the House would be guilty 
of ousting a member of the minority from his seat simply because 
we were in the ority if we should refer to a committee to decide 
which of two rival claimants had the best prima facie title to a seat 
before either was sworn. 

I hope, Mr. Speaker, that I should be as far from wishing to vio- 
late the rights of any member as any gentleman on this floor. 
But, sir, when two rival candidates came before us, each claiming 
the prima facie title to a seat and each presenting a certificate from 
the proper certifying officer of his State, I did not understand that 
the rules of courtesy or of parliamentary law required that I should 
trample upon the rights of my friend that I might not tread upon 
the toes of his adversary. I think both have rights which this House 
is bound to t. Gentlemen have depicted in glowing colors the 
evils that might arise from an arbitrary and unworthy exercise of 
power by the majority over the minority, and the inference was left 
that we, who pro in the South Carolina cases to refer to a com- 
mittee the question as to who in fact held the prima facie title, were 
ready and willing to override precedent and violate well-settled prin- 
ciples of law. I voted with the minority in those cases, and I have 
seen nothing since to weaken, but mach tostrengthen, the view which 
I then held upon that question. The very use which the opposition 
is now seeking to make of those cases as precedents and of the argu- 
ments of our democratic friends as authority in this case convinces 
me that 1 was right. The able Representative from Maine, [Mr. 
HALE, ] skillful and adroit in debate, has er with marked em- 
phasis the language of the member from Texas [Mr. Mit1s)} and 
sppeals to us with some force to follow his argument and example in 
this case 


But, Mr. Speaker, I cannot indorse the doctrine now quoted from 
the member from Texas that “the line of precedents is unbroken, un- 
less it may have been broken during the storm of passion, that the 
man holding the certificate from the governor of his State is entitled 
to a seat on this floor until it is decided that he was not duly 
elected.” 

So far, sir, is this from being true, I will venture the assertion, after 
a somewhat cursury examination of the authorities, that the line of 
precedent is almost unbroken the other way, whenever any well- 
grounded doubt has been raised as to the prima facie title of the per- 
son asking to be seated. 

Gentlemen familiar with the law ull know that a person holding a 
regular certificate of election from the proper officer of his State, 
properly signed, duly certified, andin every way regular upon its face, 
may still be prevented from being sworn in upon objection to his 

ualifications being made,as that he is not a citizen of the United 
tates, or not of the requisite age, and at one time that he had borne 
arms against the United States; and the well-settled rule upon this 


subject is that— 
person objected to u such grounds as these is not to be sworn in w: 
— buy ta re iy — ironak iaa 
m ni — 
cae of Beacon, section 222, ol ina 

Again we find that where two conflicting certificates have been 
presented emanating from contesting State governments, where two 
conflicting certificates have come from the same governor, where a 
doubt has been raised as to whether the election was held at the 

roper time and place, and where the certificate recites upon its face 
3 which tend to vitiate it, and in short wherever any well-fonnded 
doubt, either of law or fact, has been raised upon the prima facie title, 
the line of precedent is almost unbroken, except perhaps by the storm 
of passion, that in all such cases the question has been referred to a 
committee before either party is permitted to be sworn in. 

Where there is but a single certificate of election in all respects reg- 
cular and sufficient as to time and place of election, and no question 
of disqualification is raised, this makes a facie case and there 
can be no doubt as to our duty in the premises. e who voted for a 
reference to the committee understand our duty as well where a prima 
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Jacie case is made out, and I hope are as willing to observe the law 
in such case as any other member. But the very question we have been 
considering, and the one which now we are called upon to decide, is 
whether the applicants who have 8 themselves here for ad- 
mission are in fact the holders of the prima facie title. We fully 
understand that there may be two titles to the same seat and that 
they may be LS anges vested in different persons; the one a tempo- 
rary title founded upon a prima facie case, which may be vested in one 
man, and the other a permanent title founded upon the merits of the 
cause, and this may be vested in the otherman, And we insist that, 
if a doubt or question arises about either title, whether it be the tem- 
porary or the permanent right to be seated, this House has an equal 
right to investigate either question by reference to a committee with- 
out any violence to any man’s right. 

The aiey inta which gentlemen upon the other sido of this qnes- 
tion have fallen is that they have failed to discriminate bet ween what 
should be done when the prima facie title is involved, and what should 
be done when only the permanent right to the seat is to be decided. 
Ifone party comes witha good prima facie title, aud the other comes 
claiming only the permanent right to the seat, we are all agreed that 
the holder of the prima facie title must be seated, and the other re- 
mitted to the contest upon the merits. But where both come with a 
prima facie claim, or one comes contesting the prima facie as well as the 
ultimateright of the other, in such cases neither should be seated until 
a committee of the House has examined and reported upon the facts. 

Again, sir, it has been argned that we must seat Mr. Belford because 
he holds the governor's certificate of election, and that when a gov- 
ernor or any other officer has given a certificate of election, even 
though it may be given through accident or mistake, fraud or perjury, 
the power to certify is exhausted, and that such certificate is a finality 
so far as the prima facie case is concerned; that this House has no 
red but must receive and seat among us a person thus presented 
although his State may be protesting against it and although he may 
be covered with fraud and perjury as completely as that notorions 
individual who once stood before a committee of this House uncer- 
tain as to whether he was “n vassal or a peer.” , 

And, in support of this position, it has been contended that any 
effort made on the part of State officials to give new certificates, or 
of the State courts to correct the mistake or annul the fraud by which 
a certificate has been procured, would be an infringement upon the 
exclusive prerogative of this House. This House is not precluded by 
the decision of the officers or of the courts of the State, and while the 
House holds tlie power to re-investigate every question in the cause, 
it seems to me to be an infringement npon the rights of the State to 
say that she shall have no power to alter or to correct the credentials 
of those who claim to represent her. 

I was not astonished that gentlemen of the republican party should 
have advanced this doctrine, but I must confess that I was somewhat 
startled when T heard the announcement, coming from a democratic 
source, that when the authority” (to give a certificate of election) 
“has once been exercised by a governor of a State, by the secretary of 
a State, or whomsoever the authority is in, the power is exhausted 
and there remains no authority to revise the act.” 

When [heard these words, Mr, Speaker, they brought back to my 
recollection the time when the same doctrine, in similar language, 
came issuing from the electoral-commission room, in that dark hour 
when our liberties were involved, when the heart of the nation steod 
still in anxious expectation, when the voice of the people was stifled 
by the cunning and eraft of political judges, and when the form of our 
Government passed throngh the throes of a legal revolation. 

If this be the true doctrine, if States are estopped from repudiating 
fraudulent Representatives and protesting against the prima facie 
right of corrupt officials to misrepresent her, then our friends from 
Ohio must cease their battle-cry of frand against the electoral com- 
mission, and the grand and pienois victory whicli the gallant democ- 
racy of that State achi in the recent general election must be 
attributed to some other cause. But I maintain, sir, aud it is the old 
State-rights doctrine of the democratic party which I learned in my 
youth, for, like the gentleman from Massachusetts, I am a State- 
rights man and learned it from him at the Baltimore convention when 

erce was nominated and he chairman of the committee on the plat- 
form, that each State has full power and authority gyerall her officials, 
and if any one or more of her officers attempt through fraud or mis- 
take to place another in office in her borders, or to give to another the 
prima facie right to represent her beyond her borders, such State not 
only has the power, but it is her duty, to correct such mistake or to 
anuul such fraud by all the legal means in her power. The contrary 
doctrine would lead to the conclusion that when a governor or other 
State officer had been deceived or seduced by mistake or fraud into 
giving a false certificate of election that neither the governor nor the 
courts of the State could do anything to prevent the gnilty holder of 
such certificate from enjoying, at least for a season, the full fruit of 
his crime. We contend that a governor who has given a certificate 
under such circumstances has the same right to give another certifi- 
cate or to give some notice here that would arrest our action on the 
prima facie case that any citizen has to cry “stop, thief!” when one ià 
seen running off with his property, and that this House would be as 
much justified in arresting the swearing in of such an applicant as any 
citizen would be to arrest such thief upon the hue and cry without any 
warrant of arrest. But it is said where a new party come into 
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power in a State the certificate of the new officer should not be heard 
against theold one. The fact that a new y has come into power 


slows that the people have lost confidence in the old one, and the cer- 


tificate of the new officer, being the last clause in the will of the State, 
if not entitled to precedence, at least casts such acloud over the first 
certificate as to warrant a reference of the prima facie case to a com- 
mittee for investigation before we permit the old certificate to be used. 
But if weshould grant that the rale as to what constitutes a prima 
facie case is correct as now quoted by the member from Maine, [Mr. 
HALE,] I cannot agree with him that the case from Colorado stands 
upon the same footing as the cases from Sonth Carolina. The doubt 
as to the prima facie title arises here upon the face of the certificate, 
taken in connection with the law of the land, which law the Clerk, 
acting as he was in a judicial capacity in making up the roll, was 
like every other judge presumed to know. The gentleman from 
Maine seems to doubt very seriously whether the Clerk knows any 
law, and I confess that the rule which presumes every judge to know 
the law is a very violent presumption in some cases, aud it certainly 
was in the State of Mississippi during the administration of her re- 
publican judges; but such, nevertheless, is the rule. Presuming, then, 
that the Clerk knew the law, and that he knew of no law authorizing 
this election on the 3d of October, the certificate of Belford was void 
upon its face and should have been disregarded. The rule on that 
subject is thus stated in American Law of Elections, section 221; 


If, however, the certificate contains upon its face a recital of facts, and these 
facts coon e eee that the party holding it was not duly elected, it may be 


If Mr. Belford was chosen at an election held at a time not author- 
ized by law, it was void, and the Clerk did right in not placing his 
name upon the roll of the House. The member from Maine ind 
in some facetiousness about the Clerk’s want of knowledge of the law, 
and cites him to the fact that both heand the members from Ohio hold 
certificates of election showing that they were elected.on a day dif- 
ferent from that prescribed in section 25 of the code. The fact that 
his certificate recites the day of his election shows that it is essential 
to a valid certificate that it should show the day of election so that 
we may determine if it be the day prescribed by law, and the gentle- 
man knows very well that his own election on the day named in his 
certificate would have been void but for the amendment to the gen- 
eral law passed March 3, 1875, and the fact that the Clerk pl his 
name upon the roll shows that he was aware of this amendment, and 
ee he was therefore not altogether wanting in a knowledge of the 

aw. 

In truth and justice to the Clerk I must say that the skill and abil- 
ity which he displayed in the organization of the House showed a 
knowledge of both law and practice which was highly satisfactory 
to his friends, and the promptness with which he overruled the mo- 
tion made by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] showed that he 
at least underst that it was not in order to strike from the roll a 
name that had never been inserted there. 

But, sir, to return to my argument, the statement of the Clerk and 
the application of Mr. Patterson for the same seat, show that there is 
a doubt as to whether the election was held on the proper day or not, 
and this is just one of the cases which calls for a reference to a com- 
mittee to settle the prima facie title before either applicant should 
be sworn in. This was the course pursued by this House in the case 
from West Virginia of Davis vs. Wilson, and several others, where the 
same question was involved, and these precedents should settle this 
case. But the gentleman from Maine has argued the point of law in- 
volved in the case at some length and has invoked to his aid the over- 
shadowing reputation of the distinguished chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate, and I propona briefly to reply. He says 
his argument was drawn largely from the letter of this distingui 
chairman, and I have therefore gone to the fountain head and exam- 
ined carefully this letter and another from the honored Secretary of 
War, whose work upon elections adds value to his opinion. Both 
these letters admit that the election at which Mr. Belford was chosen 
not having been held upon the day named in the twenty-fifth sec- 
sou of the code, was void, if that law was in force in Colorado at 
the time. 

But we are told that this law wasrepealed and the election was prop- 
erly held under the enabling act, which authorized the organization 
of Colorado into a State. ow, Mr. Speaker, I contend thatthe ac- 
tion of Con, should always be considered with reference to the 
objects had in view. We all know it has been the desire of this Con- 

to secure a uniform day of eleetion for its members, and that for 
this purpose the act which now forms the twenty-fifth section of the 
Revised Statutes was passed in 1872, but not to take practical effect 
until November, 1876, thus giving to the States, who saw proper to 
do so, time to make their State constitutions and State elections con- 
form to the ‘lay prescribed for the con ional election. But inas- 
much as some of the States, Maine and Ohio among the number, had 
not changed their State constitutions, and inasmuch as it was deemed 
a hardship to compel a State to hold two elections in the same year, 
an amendment was passed March 3, 1875, so modifying the law as to 
Permit such States as had not changed their constitutions to proceed 
under thcir old laws and hold their State and congressional elections 
at the same time, 

On the same day, March 3, 1875, the enabling act for Colorado was 
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And now we are asked to believe that after Congress had 

n thus striving to'have all her members elected on the same day, 
and on the very day when it was extending further time to such 
States as were embarrassed by their constitutional provisions, it con- 
cluded to create another embarrassment by authorizing Colorado to 
name a day in her constitutional convention for the election of pep: 
resentatives which should last until the next general census. It 
would be difficult to believe such a thing if the language of the en- 
abling act was plain and unmistakable. It is im ble to believe it 
when such a conclusion is sought throngh a ed, ingenious, and 
improbable construction of theact. The guage of the enabling act 
is, “that until the next general census said State shall be entitled to 
one Representative in the House of Representatives of the United 
States, which Representative, together with the governor and State 
and other officers provided for in said constitution, shall be elected 
on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, and to be 
fixed by said constitutional convention,” &c. 

And it is maintained that this clause of the enabling act just read re- 
pealed the twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes and established 
a new rule for the election of Representatives in Colorado, which was 
to continue until the next general census. If this was the meaning 
of the act, it meant equally that the convention should for the same 
length of time fix a day which should continue until the next general 
census upon which the State and other officers should be elected; and 
it would be an absurdity to suppose that Congress intended thus to 
dictate to a State about the election of her own State officers, and the 
action of the convention which failed to do either of these things 
shows conclusively that it did not so understand the act, thus giving 
us a contemporaneons construction by the parties immediately inter- 
ested, which is always looked to as a safe guide in the construction of 
doubtful statutes. 

But we contend first, that the enabling act did not undertake to 
authorize the convention to fix the day for any congressional elec- 
tion, but the first, which was for member to the Forty-fourth Con- 
gress. A simple matical reading of the sentence will show it 
and when we apply the legal rule that nothing in a law is to be held 
to have no reason, our construction isconclusive. The plain common 
sense construction, therefore, is, that the words “ until the nextgeneral 
census” did not apply to the fixing of a day for the election, but 
were intended alone to limit the time when Colorado should have but 
one Representative, We can see some meaning and reason in this, 
because the next enumeration of her population might show her en- 
titled to two or more Representatives. But how the enumeration of 
her population could throw any pe upon the proper day for elect- 
ing her ntative or furnish any reason for changing a day 
already fixed, I am utterly unable to comprehend, and the solution of 
this problem must be left to the astute intellect of the distinguished 
chairman whose aid has already been invoked. ? 

We contend, in the second place, that if the enabling act had 
intended to confer this power upon the State convention, it would 
have been unconstitutional and void, because the Constitution of the 
United States has, in express terms, conferred upon the State Legis- 
latures the power to fix the time, place, and manner of electing Rep- 
resentatives, but reserved to Congress the right to make or altersuch 
. eee 

e contend, in the third place, that the enabling act cannot be 
construed into a 8 of the twenty-fifth section of the Revised 
Statutes without doing violence to every rule of legal construction. 
One rule in the construction of statutes is, if there can be two con- 
structions of it, the one constitutional and the other not, that con- 
struction must prevail which does not conflict with the Constitution. 
Now, to hold that this enabling act conferred u a State conven- 
tion a power of fixing a permanent day for holding con ional 


ed | elections which belonged to the State Legislature, makes it uncon- 


stitutioual and void; to hold that it simply meant to confer upon 
the convention the power to name the day of the first election, there 
being no legislature in existence to do it, makes the act in accord- 
ance with the Constitution as construed by this House and the courts 
of the country, and hence that construction should prevail. Again, 
a repeal by implication is never favored if two acts “in pari materia” 
can possibly be reconciled with each other. To hold that the ena- 
bling act conferred power to fix a day of election to the Forty-fifth 
Congress is to repeal the twenty-fifth section of the code by implica- 
tion, through a doubtful use of the words “until the next general 
census.” But to hold that it simply intended to authorize the con- 
vention to name a day for election to the Forty-fourth Congress, and 
left the election for the Forty-fifth to stand as the Revised Statutes 
prescribed, is to make both laws stand together and be reconciled 
one with the other. 

But lastly, even if the power had been conferred upon the conven- 
tion, which gentlemen now claim, I maintain that that convention, 
with wisdom and discretion, declined to exercise that power. There- 
fore, the law of Congress stands as it was before. The convention of 
Colorado passed a law for the general election of her State officers 
through a series of years in October, 1876, 1877 and 1878. She also 
2 a separate section for the election of members of Congress. 

ow, then, I ask the especial attention of the gentleman to the 
3 of this section. I quote it from the letter of the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee in the Senate and I presume, therefore, 
it is right. I ask gentlemen to mark now the distinction between 
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these two sections. The seventh section of the seventh article pro- 
vides that ` 


The general election shall bo held on the first Tuesday of October in the years 
2 1877, and 1878, and annually thereafter on such day as may be prescribed by 
w. 


The forty-fonrth section provides: 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from 
the State at large at the first election under this constitation, and thereafter at such 
times and places and in such manner as may be provided by law. 

It will be seen that this section 44 expressly provides that the 
first election of tative to Con shall be held under this 
constitution, that is, on the day named under the constitution, and 
just as clearly provides that no other such election shall be held 
under this constitution, for it says ‘‘thereafter;” that is after the 
first election, “at such times and pace and in such manner as may 
be provided by law.“ What law? Manifestly thelaw of Congress; 
for if the convention the delegated power now claimed for 
it to make such law and failed to exercise it, the law of Con re- 
mained unchanged, for it certainly cannot be maintained that the 
twenty-fifth section of the code wasrepealed by an act which simply 
conferred power on & convention to name another day when the con- 
vention failed to name it. And a still*more complete answer to this 
position is that the election provided for in section 7 of the Colorado 
constitution is an annual election to be held in 1876, 1877, and 1878, 
while the Constitution of the United States provides thatmembers to 
Con shall be elected every two years. But gentlemen on the other 
side contend that it was the daty of the convention to bavenamed a da 
to continue “until the next general census,” and they insist that it 
did it, and cite us to the seventh section, article 7, of the constitu- 
tion to prove it. But, unfortunately for the argument, that section 
does not extend the day to the next general census, but stops short 
at 1878; and to get out of this dilemma gentlemen tell us that after 
that timethe Legislature must prescribethetime. But no rule is bet- 
ter settled than that one holding a delegated power cannot delegate 
that power to another, and if Congress had . this power to 
the convention, the convention could not delegate it to the Legisla- 
ture. The gentlemen call our attention to the words “ general elec- 
tion,” which they emphasize and contend that the congressional elec- 
tion was intended to be embraced in the words general election in 
the seventh section of the constitution. But, unfortunately for the 
gentlemen in, this House and the courts of the country have de- 
cided this point against them. The old law in West Virginia pro- 
vided for the election of a Representative in Con to be held in 
October. The new constitution of the State provides for a general 
election of State officers, jast as Colorado has done, and this election 
was to be held in Angust. 

Mr. Davis was elected in An and Mr. Wilson was elected in 
October. Mr. Lawrence and others then upon this floor earnestly 
argued, as the gentleman from Maine now does, that the term “general 
election” embraced the election for Representative in Congress, and 
that Mr. Davis was properly elected and sliould be seated. The House 
permitted neither to be sworn in, but sent the whole case to the coni- 
mittee, as we propose now to do; and after a report it was decided 
that the election in August was void, and that Mr. Wilson was en- 
titled to the seat. f 

The same question was judicially determined by the supreme court 
of Mississippi by republican judges. The Ames party had defeated 
the Alcorn party in 1873, and after the election the — was 
sprung that the election was void because the constitution provided 
thatt eral election should be biennial, and that the statute under 
which the election was held provided for State elections one year 


and con ional elections the next, thus making annual general 
elections. But the court, after able argument, and if I mistake not 
by a distinguished member 


the leading brief in the cause was Pires 
from Massachusetts now on this floor, held that the words“ general 
elections” in the Mississippi constitution did not embrace congress- 
ionalelections. Now, do the words “general election” in the Colorado 
constitution refer to eon onal elections! And it is still more 
unfortunate for the gentleman’s constraction that the convention 
which ordained section 7 to provide for State elections, also ordained 
section 44 to provide for congressional elections, thus clearly demon- 
strating that the men who made the constitution did not understand 
it as he does. 

The tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BuTLER] has said, how- 
ever, that there are some things permitted to States when they are 
being e into the Union that are not permitted at other times. 
1 with him perfectly in this, and the House is indebted to him 
for his learned history in regard to the admission of States, but the 
only legitimate conclusion that can be drawn from his ment is 
in support of mine, and that is that at the first election the conven- 


tion may have the power to fix the aayat election, althongh that 
right Helongs under the Constitution to Legislature, because then 
there is no islature in existence to do that work. 


The gentleman who last addressed us, [Mr. CONGER,] whose 
acquaintance I have not the pleasure of, commenced and elosed his 
argument by discussing the question as to whether Colorado is a State 
or not, and as to Who had voted for the admission of Colorado into 
the Union asa State. When first I heard the gentleman, sir, I thought 
he belonged to the Rip Van Winkle generation and had just woke 


mp, having heard of nothing since the admission of California as a 


over to tho 
the rightfulness of the election held in November, and he appeals to 


State. Only the next moment he uestion as to 
ns and says that he hopes that some member on this side of the 
House will tell him how the election in November could be valid. 
He reminds me of an erratic dancer; sometimes far ahead of the 
music and sometimes far behind. When that question arises we will 
be ready to answer. We will be ready to answer what the effect of 
the law is upon that question. I shall not follow him in his political 
argument because I had heped that this question was to be settled as 
a question of law without passion, and although that gentloman ap- 
at one time to the law and the record, I venture to say that 
e never once touched law or the record from the moment lie opened 
his mouth to the moment he closed it. For these reasons I maintain 
that the certificate presented here by Mr. Belford is void and can 
neither entitle him to a permanent or a temporary right to a seat 
upon this floor, and as to the case of Mr. Patterson I believe that 
that question onght to be referred to a committee, and I shall vote 
for its reference. 
Mr. HARRISON obtained the floor. 
Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman will allow me, I will move that 
when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Wednesday. 
Mr. HARRISON, I yield for that purpose, 
The question was en on the motion of Mr. Woop ; and it was 


agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the motion was 
5 tte ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 

e è. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRISON resumed the floor. 

Mr. KNOTT, If the gentleman from Illinois will yield to me, I will 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. HARRISON, I yield the floor for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ask the consent of the House that 
he may be allowed to recognize two gentlemen who have resolutions 
touching the V+ Scan a of committees usual in the organization 
of the body. o gentleman from Kentucky will eblige the Chair 
if he will suspend the motion until the Chair recognizes those gentle- 


men. 
Mr. KNOTT. Certainly, sir. 
COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a select committee of oloven members be appointed by the 8 er, 
whose duty it shall be to consider the civil service of the United States and meas- 
ures to promote its ofticiency, and that the committee shall have leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr, SCHLEICHER moved to reconsider the vote by which the res- 
olution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ELECTORAL VOTE, 


Mr. SOUTHARD. I ask unanimous consent to offer the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee consisting of eleven members be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to take into consideration the state of the law reapeoting the ascor- 
tainment and declaration of tho result of the election of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, and that said committee have power to report by bill or 
otherwise and to confer and act with the committes ap ted on the 15 755 the 
Senate charged with the same subject, 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read a communication which has 
been received from the Senate. 
The Clerk read as follows: i 
Ix THE SENATE ov THE UNITED STÀTES, 
October 22, 


Resolved, That a select committes consisting of seven Senators be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to take into consideration the state of the law respecting the 
ieclaration of the result of tho elections of President and Vice- 


3 and d 
President of the United States; that said committee have power to report by bill 


oro and that said committee have power to confer and act with any com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives that may be c th the same subject. 

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate a copy of resolution to the House 
of Representatives. 


The SPEAKER. It will be observed that the Senate have appointed 
such a committee as that proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
SovuTHARD] and have communicated the fact to the House withan in- 
dication of their wish to have a co-operative committee on this sub- 
ject on the part of the House, i 

Mr. GARFIELD. I would inqnire whether it would not make tho 
ee cumbrous to have so large a number on the part of the 

ouse 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection to the introduction of the 
resolution, then an amendment can be moved as to the number of the 
committee. i 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have no objection to the introduction of the 
resolution. I would only suggest to the tleman to make the com- 
mittee consist of nine members. It seems to me that eleven and seven 
would make an extraordinarily large number. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I have taken the usual number composing com- 
mittees of this House, 


Do ates oe, 


1877. 


Mr. GARFIELD. The Senate has made their committee consist of 
seven, 
Mr. SOUTHARD. That is the usual number composing Senate 


committees. 

Mr. GARFIELD. ' I think the usual number is nine. I only make 
the su ion. I think it would be better to have nine and seven. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Let it be eleven and seven, which is 
better than either nine or seven, or even eight and seven. 

There being no objection, the resolution was received and adopted. 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HOURS OF LABOR N NAVY-YARDS. 


Mr, COX, of New York. I desire to offer a resolution of inquiry; 
if it leads to any debate I will not press it. 

Mr. KNOTT, I will yield for that purpose, 

Mr. COX, of New York. I send to the Clerk’s desk a resolution, 
which I ask may now be adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resol: Secretary of the Navy be directed to report to this Hi hat 
action 1 nla if any in tho navy -yards of tho United States in reguiatin 
the hours of labor; and whether such ion has been in derogation of or compli- 
ance with section 3,736 of the Revised Statutes, which requires that eight hours 
shall constituto a day's work for all laborers, workmen, and mechanics who may 
be employed by or on behalf of the Government of the United States. 


There being no oy, the resolution was received and adopted. 

Mr. COX, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolntion was rot apa ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be Jaid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KNOTT. I now renew the motion to adjourn. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


1 the motion to adjourn, leave of absence was granted as 
lows: 

To Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky, until Monday next, on account of im- 
portant business: and 

To Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, for one week, on account of im- 
portant business, 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr, RIDDLE asked and obtained unanimons consent for the with- 
drawal from the files of the House of pa in the case of Mary E. 
Campbell, to be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions and the War of 1812, when appointed. 

Also, the papers in the case of J. D. Bond & Brothers, to be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, 


DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. GARFIELD. Before the question is put upon the motion to 
adjourn, I desire to offer a resolution in reference to the distribution 
of documents published by order of the last House. I will read the 
resolution for the information of members: 

Resolved, That the House documents of the Forty-fourth Congress not yet dis- 
tributed bo delivered to members of the present House. 

It is understood that a resolution was slip through at the last 
moment during the last session of Congress, by which the new mem- 
bers of this House are cut off from receiving documents not yet dis- 
tributed to their predecessors. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I think there ought to be an exception 
of one set to be given to members of the last House. That is the 


usual here 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will accept the suggestion, and add to the reso- 
lution the words,“ except one copy of document to be delivered 
to the former member. 

There being ne objection, the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the motion by which the 
resolution was adopted; and also moved that the metion to reconsider 
be laid on the tab 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. KNOTT was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
four o’clock and five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until Wed- 
nesday next. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk» 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of the Vessel-Owners and Captains’ 
Association of Philadelphia, for a continuance of the existing naviga- 
tion laws—to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: Papers relating to the cl of Susan P, 
Vance for compensation for property taken by the United States 
Army aot for services—to the Committee on War Claims, when 
point ` 

Also, a 2 relating to the establishment of a post- route between 
Salem and Livonia, Indiana—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. BOUCK: The petition of J. L. Williams and other letter- 
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carriers of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for an increase of their salaries— 
te the same committee, when appointed. 
By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of the letter-carriers of Milwaukee, 


Wisconsin, for an increase of their 


when 8 Sane 

Also, petition of Delina Mathieu, for arrearage of pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

By Mr. BRIGHT: The petition of Robertson Tapps, for compensa- 
tion 9 taken by the United States Army—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Burbridge & Co. and Robert H. Mont- 
gomery, of similar ipo the same committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Ann P. James, of similar import—to the 
same committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of tha A. Stevens, of similar import—to the 
same committee, when appointed, 

Also, papers relating to the claim of James G. Harrison for com- 
pensation asa Uni States revenue officer—to the Committee of 
Clai when 50 inted. 

By Mr. BURDICK: The petition of Henry Wheeler and 245 other 
citizens of Dubuque, Iowa, for an increase of the salaries of letter- 
carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when 


9 

Mr. BUTLER: The petition of Henry F. Pitman and Samuel 
H. wn, of Marblehead, Massachusetts, for compensation for prop- 
erty appropriated bya United States captain of engineers duringthe 
late war—to the Committee of Claims, when appointed. 

Also, the ition of Charles H. Day, late colonel Second Regi- 
ment Virginia Infantry, United States Army, for an increase of pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Abraham Curby, late of Company F, Third 
Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers, of similar import—to the same 
committee, when appointed, 

Also, the petition of Dwight A. Barrett, late of Company E, Forty- 
sixth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, for a pension—to 
the same committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Mary A. Hoyt, of Athol, Massachusetts, 
widow of George H. Hoyt, late lientenant-colonel Fifteenth Regiment 
Kansas Cavalry, fora pension—to thesame committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Mary C. Webber, of Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, for compensation for services rendered by her late husband, 
Franklin P. Webber, of the United States Coast Survey, and the pe- 
tition ef Henry W. Longfellow, and others, in aid of same—to the 
Committee of Claims, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of the letter-carriers, and of Charles A. Stott, 
mayor, and 2,500 citizens of Lowell, Massachusetts, and of Hon, 
John K. Tarbox, and 1,500 citizens of Lawrence, Massachusetts, for 
an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers in said cities—to the Com- 
mittee on tho Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. CANDLER: The petition of Charles W. Hubbard and other 
letter-carriers and citizens of Atlanta, Georgia, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of 565 citizens of Bevington, 
Kentucky, of similar tee the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of 100 letter-carriers of Brook- 
lyn, no York, of similar import—to the same committee, when ap- 
poin 

Also, the petition of Mrs, Silas H. Stringham, widow of the late 
Rear-Admiral 8. H. Stringham, for a pension—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of the letter-carriers and 8,000 others, 
citizens of Saint Louis, for an increase of the salaries of letter-car- 
a the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when ap- 
pointed, 

Also, resolutions of the Merchants’ Exchange of Saint Lonis, Mis- 
souri, asking the repeal of the bankrupt law—to tho Committee on 
the Judiciary, when appointed. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: The petition of Alonzo Stivers and 600 
others, of New York, for the increase of the salaries of letter-carriers— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: The-petition of citizens of Pleasanton, Iowa, 
for cheap telegraphy—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petition of the letter-carriers and of the 
business men of Paterson, Now Jersey, for an increase of tho salaries 
of letter-carriers—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: The petition of the letter-carriers of 
San Francisco, California, of similar import—to the same committee 
when appointed. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: The petition of William Clift, for compensa- 
tion for services rendered the United States as a recruiting officer 
to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of James F. Early, for compensation for services 
rendered the United States as a recruiting officer to the same com- 
mittee, when appointed. 1 

Also, the petition of Thomas B. McElwee, for compensation for cot- 
ton burned while it was being transported by the United States from 
Huntsville, Alabama, to Athens, Tennessee, and for the amount paid 
the agents of the Government for freight upon the same—to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Jane Richesin, for compensation for stores 


salaries—to the same committee, 
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taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed. 

Also, the petition of A. B. Rouden, for compensation for services 
rendered the United States during the late war—to the same com- 
mittee, when appointed. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Joseph Ruohs for compensa- 
tion for stores taken by the United States Army at Chattanooga, 
‘Tennessee—to the same committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. A. W. McIntyre, for an increase of pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Rutha C. Thompson, for a pension—to the same 
committee, when appointed. 

Also, petitions for post-routes from Cog Hill to Jalapa, from Rich- 
wood to Blythe's Ferry, and from Gruetli to Dunlap, Tennessee, from 
citizens of said State—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, when ap inted. 

By Mr. EAMES: The penaoe of J. Davis Hubbard and other letter- 
carriers of Providence, Rhode Island, of similar import—to the same 
committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of Nancy G. Miller, of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, for compensation for damages to her property by 
United States troops at Camp Home, in 1862, 1863, and 1864—to the 
Committee on War Claims, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Harriet W. Wilkinson, for the removal of 
the charges against Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson from the records of 
the War Department—to the Committee on Military Affairs, when 


W 

y Mr. FORNEY: The memorial of the Alabama Industrial Con- 
vention, signed by W. H. Chambers, president, and W. W. Screws, 
secretary, for the improvement of the navigation of the rivers of 
Alabama—to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed. 

By Mr. FRANKLIN: The petition of Henry Brenneman and other 
letter-carriers and of 750 other citizens of Kansas City, Missouri, for 
an increase of the salary of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roadds, when oe 

Also, the petition of the Board of Trade of Kansas City, Missouri, 
for the repeal of the resumption act—to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, when appointed, 

By Mr. GARFIELD: Memorial of John R. Lynch, to have the ben- 
efit of the notice given in the contested-election case of Lynch vs. 

-Chalmers—to the Committee of Elections, when appointed. 

By Mr. HALE: The petitions of Hermann Kosohinck, E. & H. T. 
Peg en & Co., of New York city; Songe B. Upton, of Boston, 
Massachusetts; J. T. McCoy, of Bergen, New. York ; John Docken- 
dorff, of Lima, Pennsylvania; George W. Brown, of White Plain 
New York; and J. W. Annable, of Fort Scott, Kansas, that additiona 
interest of 2 per cent. be allowed upon the judgment of the court 
of award of Alabama claims—to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
when appointed. 

By Mr. HAMILTON: Papers relating to the claim of Jethro M. 
Boyd for additional compensation for services rendered in the United 
States Army—to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of Moses B. Bramhall’s 
administrator, for compensation for cotton seized and sold by the 
United States authorities—to the Committee on War Claims, when 


appointed. 

Thy Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: The petition of Watson McGill & 
Co., for compensation for tobacco seized and sold by United States 
authorities—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia: A paper relating to the establish- 
ment of a post-route from Bowdon, Georgia, to Copper Mines, Ala- 
eee the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when 
appointed. 

3 y Mr. HOUSE: The petition of 3,000 citizens of Davidson County, 
Tennessee, of similar import—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of E. D. Weeks and other citi- 
zens of Michigan, for cheap telegraphy—to the same committee, 


when iA ea ; 

Also, the petition of John F. Hunt, J. S. Williams, and other 
letter-carriers of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for an increase of their sal- 
aries—to the same ge when appointed. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of citizens of Elmira, New 
‘York, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers—to the same 
‘committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of the letter-carriers of Elmira, New York, of 
similar import—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Two petitions, signed respectively by Septimus 
Brown and Sewell B. Corbett, for compensation for property taken 
‘and used by the United States Army—to the Committee on War 
1 when 5 8 

By Mr. JOYCE: The petition of Mary Martin, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Henry Sprague, and others, that he be granted 
a pension—to the same committee, when appointed. 

y Mr. KIDDER: A paner relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Worms to essa, Dakota Territory—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. LANDERS: The petition of George Spindler and 1,100 
others, of Hartford, Connecticut, for an increase of the salaries of 
letter-carriers—to the same committee, when appointed. 


By Mr. LUTTRELL: Papers relating to the petition of John A. 
Sutter, for compensation for land owned by him in California and 


held under Mexican ts, which was settled upon and occupied by 
settlers from the United States ander the plea that it was public 
land after the conquest of California, and indemnity for the seizure 
and destruction of live stock by emigrants from the United States— 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims, when appointed. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route from 
Suisun City to Colliersville, California; to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The E dena of Frederick Draught, late of 
Company A, Eighty-second Regiment New York Volunteers, for the 
removal of the charge of desertion—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, when appointed. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of the letter-carriers and of 15,000 
citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, for an increase of the salaries of 
said carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
when appointed. 

By Mr. NORCROSS: Papers relating to the claim of Milton B. Cush- 
2 eye the Committee on Naval Affairs, when appointed. 

y Mr. PAGE: A paper roang to the establishment of a post- 
route from San Andreas via Mount ch to Sheep Ranch, California 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: The petition of the letter-carriers a ven- 
worth, Kansas, for an increase in their salaries—to the same commit- 
tee, when Sppe 

By Mr. REED: The petition of the letter-earriers and citizens of 
Portland, Maine, that the salaries of letter-carriers be increased—to 
the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of F. H. Dewey and 
other citizens of Worcester, Massachusetts, of similar import—to the 
same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of Mattheas Wright and others, of 
Fentress County, Tennessee, for cheap telegraphy—to the same com- 
mittee, when appointed. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: The petition of Emerson 
Wight and 1,200 other citizens of Springfield, Massachusetts, for an 
increase of the salaries of letter-carriers—to the same committee, 
when appointed. 

Also, the petition of West, Stone & Co., and others of Springfield, 
Massachusetts, for the repeal of the bankrupt law—to the Commit- 
tee on thy Judiciary, when appointed. 

By Mr, ROSS: The petition of the letter-carriers and other citizens 
of Elizabeth, New Jersey, for an increase of the salaries of letter- 
San the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when 
appointed. 

y Mr. SINGLETON: The petition of Joseph R. Shannon, for com- 
pensation for the steamer W. Burton—to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed. 

Also, the petitions of Joe. L. Denson, Dr. J. C. Denson, Latham 
& Lawhorn, Paschal D. Hammock, John J. Ritch, John L. Smith, 
R. H. Bustin, Wilborn Thrash, and John W, Morgan, all of Scott 
County, Mississippi, for compensation for property taken by the 
United States Army—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr, SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citizens of Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. SPRINGER; The petition of the letter-carriers and other 
citizens of Springfield, Illinois, of similar import—to the same com- 
mittee, when appointed. 

lso, the petition of Seth Driggs, a claimant under the treaty of 
April 25, 1866, between Venezuela and the United States, for relief— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, when appointed. 

By Mr, TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of William H. Morris 
and 31 other letter-carriers of Cleveland, Ohio, for an increase of 
salaries of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads, when appointed, 

Also, the petition of H.G. Smith and 10,000 other citizens of Cleve- 
and, ohio, of similar import—to the same committee, when ap- 


pointed. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND: The petition of Francis B. Thompson, for 
compensation for services rendered the United States as surgeon of 
the Fifty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, when appointed. 

By Mr. VANCE: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Ivy, North Carolina, to Flag Ponds, Tennessee, via Cali- 
fornia Creek—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 


when appainsedi 

Also, the petition of James Roberts and Noah Roberts, that they 
be paid the amount due Martin Roberts, deceased, for services ren- 
dered the United States by him during the revolutionary war—to 
the Committee of Claims, when a e 

By Mr. WAIT: The petition of les T. Almy and other citizens 
of Connecticut, for cheap telegraphy—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. WALKER: The petition of the letter-carriers of Richmond, 
Virginia, for an iucrease of their salaries—to the same committee, 
when appointed. 

Also, the petition of the workingmen of Richmond, Virginia, that 
the wages of mechanics employed on public buildings and nayy-yards 


yn ee 
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throughout the country, and in the Government Printing Office, at 
Washington, may be restored, and for the enactment of such laws as 
will prevent unjust discrimination in ton salaries of one class 


of Government employés upon a basis of liberal compensation, while 
that of mechanics and laborers employed by the Government is regu- 
lated upon a basis of the lowest market rate, as affected by great 
commercial depression—to the Committee on Education and Labor, 
when appointed. 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of letter-carriers and citizens of 
Erie, Pennsylvania, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of the letter-car- 
riers of Detroit, Michigan, of similar import—to the same commit- 
tee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth B. Custer, widow of the late Gen- 
eral George A. Custer, that she be paid $3,000 2.5 recovered from 
her father’s estate by the United States to the mittee of Claims, 
when appointed. 

Also, t tition of the heirs of James Corbett, late a private in 
Company H, Sixteenth Regiment Michigan Infantry, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid 3 when appointed. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama: A paper relating to the estab- 
lishment of a route from Midway to Indian Creek, via Pine 
Grove and Mount Level, Alabama—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads, when a pointed. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of R. A. Robinson 
and other citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, for the immediate repeal 
of the bankrapt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed. 


IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, October 23, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the petition of William 
B. Whiting, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, praying that his name may be 
placed upon the pension-roll; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the petition of Grace Atkins, widow of 
William R. Atkins, of Iowa, praying for a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the petition of Joseph R. Cobb, of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, late i tev gree quartermaster of the Forty-seventh 
Ohio Volunteers, praying compensation for services rendered and 
expenses incurred by him in recruiting service; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of William Johnson, David 


Harris, and others, soldiers of the war of 1812, praying for an increase 


of pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GARLAND presented the petition of Jesse Turner and others, 
securities of George W. Clarke, late United States agent for the Pot- 
tawatomie tribe of Indians, appointed in 1854, praying that they may 
be relieved from all liability as such securities; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of William Moss, of Arkansas, pray- 
ing that he may be allowed extra compensation for services rendered 
as mail contractor in the year 1854; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MORGAN presented the memorial of the Alabama Industrial 
Association, in favor of the improvement of the navigation of the 
rivers of that State; which was referred to the Co ttee on Com- 


merce. 

Mr. DAWES wares the petition of Amos Hunt and 41 others, 
citizens of Washington, District of Columbia, praying for the ex- 
tension of the Capitol grounds from First street to Second street, east, 
and from B street, north, to Bstreet, south; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the petition of Oliver Whitaker and 42 others, 
citizens of Toulon, Stark County, Ohio, praying for an extension of 
the Capitol grounds from First to Second street, east, and from B 
street, north, toB myer south; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. : 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committec on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 51) for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster 
at Beatrice, Nebraska, to be 8 from its further con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads; which was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I have been requested to introduce a bill 
making a provision additional to section 1000 of the Revised Statutes. 
I think there ought to be legislation upon the subject, but I do not 


know whether or not this bill would meet my views exactly. I ask 
its reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By unanimous consent, leave was ewes to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 103) additional to section 1000 of the Revised Statutes; which 
wasread twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred 
to the Committee on the Judieiary. 

Mr. COKE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 104) amending section 1661, title 16, (“The Mi- 
litia,”) of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WALLACE. By request, and without committing myself to 
the purposes of the bills, I ask leave to introduce two bills for refor- 
ence to the Committee on Finance. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 105) to provide lawful note and coin currency for the United 
States; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

By unanimous consent, leave was also nted to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 106) to authorize a long bond for the investment of savings; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by nnanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of 
the United States; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 108) to equalize the bounties of soldiers who served 
in the late war for the Union; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and. by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 109) defining the manner in which certain 
lard scrip may be assi and located or applied by actual settlers, 
and providing for the e of patents in the name of the locator or 
his legal representatives; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
fe to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FERRY (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a joint. resolution (S. R. No. 1) authorizing the 
official publication of the decisions of the Interior Department relat- 
ing to the public lands; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. SAULSBURY, it was 


Ordered, That tho A pcm and papers pacers fy a claim of William Bowen 
against the District of Columbia be taken from files and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Distcict of Columbia. 
On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 
That the petition and of the heirs of Asbury Dickins be taken 
from the files and referred to the ttee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. INGALLS, it was 


Ordered, That George A. Schreiner have permission to withdraw his 
from the files of the Senate. ir ioe 


On motion of Mr. PLUMB, it was 
Ordered, That th in the case of Amos B. Ferguson be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Military Affaire. 7 


ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY, 


Mr. BECK. If there be no further communications from the Pres- 
ident, I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on 
Thursday next. Our committees can go to work in the mean time. 

The motion was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 34, 
noes 12. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After thirteen minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were re-opened, and (at twelve o’clock 
and thirty minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, October 24, 1877. 


. — ee met at 12 m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. JOHN 
0¹ D. 
Th ournal of Monday last was read and approved. 


REPRESENTATION FROM COLORADO. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HARRISON] is 
entitled to the floor on the question pending at the adjournment on 
Monday last. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the certificate presented 1 ddam B. Belford, and the certified 
abstracts of votes cast upon the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for resent- 


ative to the Forty-fifth Congress, and accompanyin, pers presented by Thomas 
M. Patterson, u which each claims the office o representative to the Forty- 


fifth Congress of the United States from the State of Colorado, be referred to the 
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OcTOBER 24, 


Committee of to be appointed hereafter, with instractions to said com- 
mittee to report either as to the ie eee or final right of said claimants as 
the committee shall deem proper, anil that neither claimant be sworn in until said 
committee shall report. 


Mr. HARRISON rose. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If the gentleman will allow me, I desire to say 
that at an ay hour this morning the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Harris] called at my house, and, knowing that I was entitled to the 
floor next to the gentleman from Illinois, requested that this subject 
might be med over to-day until to-morrow. I said that I 
no choice in the matter; that I was entirely willing, if gentlemen on 
both sides desired it, to let it be postponed. I brought a note on the 
subject from Mr. Harris to the gentleman from Illinois. I bave no 
doubt that it would accommodate a number of gentlemen who are 


absent to-day if this question should be postponed to be taken up in 
its order to-morrow morning. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would su, that there is a long list 


of gentlemen who desire to speak upon this question, and the expedi- 
tion of business would seem to the mind of the Chair to suggest that 
the debate be proceeded with to-day that a vote may be taken to- 
morrow. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have no personal wish in the matter at all. I 
have delivered my message to the gentleman from Illinois. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no wish in the matter other than 
the expedition of public business. 

Mr. HARRISON. Mr. Speaker, gentlemen around me seem to be 
rather averse to putting off this matter. As we want to get at the 
work of the country and gentlemen on the other side are exceed- 
ingly anxious that the “aching void” from Colorado should be filled 
42 early as possible, I think we had better proceed with the discus- 
sion. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall have to vary my remarks somewhat from what 
Thad intended, owing to the peculiar effect of the late speech of the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Concer.] He got the muscles of 
eachination on the republican side of this House so thoroughly in 
motion, that I feel it will be incumbent on me to restore them to some- 
thing of the solemnity fitting for this important question. To do 
this I shall call the attention of the House to a remarkable order of 
brotherhood existing in the highly polished city which I have the 
honor in part to represent on this floor. The rites or ceremonies of 
this brotherhood had as forerunner or type an older and simpler cere- 
mony, which has gone beyond the Missouri River, beyond the rolling 
piaia — Kansas, and is now in full vigor in the new-fledged State of 

olorado. 

This order was organized for the purpose of enlightening the people 
of the rural districts suburban to Chisago and lying within a radius 
of five or six hundred miles. Like all pioneers of 2 — idens, this 
brotherhood is frowned upon by narrow-minded and fanatic police, 
and is compelled to hold its meetings in secluded places, in the 
back room of some palatial edifice, entered through a long, narrow 

but dimly lighted, for too much light is not conducive to the 
solemn feelings necessary to the novice. When the unsophisticated 
denizen of the Sig pees i villages comes to my town—from Saint 
Louis, Milwaukee, Louisville, Cincinnati, or Detroit, at once a mem- 
ber of the brotherhood takes charge of this innocent m, carries 
him into the sanctum sanctorum of the brotherhood, and there certain 
rites are performed. I never was in one of those places myself. My 
information comes from one of the gentlemen living in one of those 
villages, and as hé is a modest man I shall not allude to him more 
particularly. He informs me, however, that over the door of the 
sanctum sanctorum is a cabalistic sign which interpreted readeth “We 
take in strangers, for thus we put angels“ into our pockets.” This 
rite was founded upon an older rite, now in vogue in Colorado, and 
therefore lam compelled to dwell upon it. My informant tells me that 
in the room there is a long table covered with -cloth,—baize I think 
it is called there, —around which the brotherhood sit with the novice 
and perform the rites with a sort of counter made of ivory, so far as 
the brotherhood is concerned ; but these friends from Saint Louis and 
other places in that locality are compelled to use a piece of metal, 
the half of the “ dollar of the fathers,” which was “‘ Hooped” outof ex- 
istence by the chairman of the Committee on Coins and Coinage of 
the Forty-third Congress and now in derision is called by the Plutarch 
“coin-tokens,” but which is really the r man’s money. 

The gentlemen from Louisville and Cincinnati use a piece of paper, 
in the right lower corner of which is a hieroglyphic character looking 
as if it were made by the track of a fishing-worm in which a boy 
had stuck a pin. This, sir, was called “money” by the soldier when 
he was fighting for our country; but now by the Plutarch of the East 
is pronounced “a degraded, irredeemable promise to pay.” When 
one comes from the haut ton of New York—from that American Rialto, 
Wall street—he uses a golden disk, an eagle, which by the alchemy of 
republican legislation is precipitated from the sweat of poor men’s 
brows, to be turned into interest paid upon rich men's bonds, 

They go through certain performances there, utter certain weird 
incantations, and then some of the brotherhood suddenly call ont, 
“Keno!” [Laughter.] Immediately thereafter the brotherhood rake 
in the various counters, and the innocent gentlemen from Saint Louis 
aud Cincinnati rake out. [Renewed laughter.] 


Au old English coin. 


That, sir, is the end of the first lesson, and the second lesson is like 
unto the first, and the third is like unto the first and second, and the 
remainder are like unto these three, until the “ wee short honrayont 


the twal” is reached, when our rural 
Lhope a wiser man. l 

The type of this ceremony, Mr. Speaker, was much older, one which 
has been banished beyond the Missouri, beyond the fertile plains of 
Kansas, and to the borders of civilization in Colorado. It is the old 
ceremony of “ Heads I win and tails you lose.” If you will only say 
it fast it is the fairest of all propositions, but to say it slowly robs ib 
a little of its virginal purity. “Heads I win, tails yon lose” was the 

me last fall pla; by the republican party out in Colorado. 
{Langhter.] They issued throngh the secretary of state election 
notices directed to the various sheriffs of the twenty-six counties of 
Colorado, that they should issue proclamation for election of various 
officers, and among others for one Representative of the Forty-fourth 
Congres of the United States of America, to be held on the 3d day 
of October, 1876. That, sir, was issued on the 31st day of August. 
After a half month had passed, this self-same secretary of state, Mr. 
Taffe, issued another election notice to all the sheriffs of all the coun- 
ties of Colorado, directing that they should issue proclamations for 
the election of one Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress of the 
United States of America, to be held on the 7th of November. 

This was all fair enough, but the republican committee met in 
some secluded place and concluded they would play the game of 
“Heads I win, tails you lose.“ They said they would put Mr. Bel- 
ford’s name upon a ticket to be voted for upon the 3d of October, 
both for the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth Congresses ; that it should 


friend goes home a lighter and 


7 


James B. Belford, for the unexpired term of So Tori Soar Congres. 

James B. Belford, Representative for the Forty · fth Congress. 

If carried by the great excitement which then existed during tho 
presidential election, and Mr. Belford should be elected, why of course 
it was “heads I win,” but if Mr. Belford should not be elected they 
had a chance of calling for tails in November. That was the game 
which was played out there. 

Let us see how they played it. This ticket with the name on for 
both Con was not known of until five days before the election. 
The gentleman who was running on the democratic side was away 
ont in the mountains of Colorado enlightening the people there con- 
cerning the dangers of republicanism, and impressing upon them the 
truth of the fact that in the democratic party was the place whore 
honest men and poor men would be secure in their rights. Not until 
two days before the election, if I am informed rightly, did this gen- 
tleman know the fact that the tickets were being so formed. The 
democracy at first led astray and partially entering into this 

of Heads I win, tails you lose,” allowed Mr. Patterson’s name 
to go on this ticket in a few instances. But in several counties no 
ballot had his name for the Forty-fifth Congress. Immediately after 
the election, finding that Mr. Belford had been elected, the repub- 
licans declared it was all unnecessary to have another election and 
that they would count in Mr. Belford for both Congresses, And that 
celebrated scion of the American Constitution—the returning board 
—did count in Mr. Belford. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. HARRISON. Just wait until I get through and I will answer 
a dozen questions. [Laughter.] ‘ } 

They counted Mr. Belford in. The republican committee ordered 
that republicans should not attend the election on the 7th day of 
November for the election of one Representative to the Forty-tifth 
Congress, as they had been satisfied with the great success they had 
won in October. They stood very much in dread Jest that reserve 

neral, which sometimes comes in, called general Apathy, should 
defeat them in the November election. The republican party made 
one grent mistake, however. They forgot that this copper which 
they flipped would fall into this House [laughter] and we would 
determine whether there were any heads or tails to it. We propose 
to send it to a committee to be examined, where it will be rightfully 
‘decided. We are not like my friend from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] who 
is to follow me, who last Sent when the republican party held four 
kings and a knave and a bowie-knife, - in our ears, “If you 
had the cards would you not play them!“ [Langhter.] We have 
them, Mr. Speaker, but we intend to play them fairly. We want 
nothing but justice; we intend to use nothing but the face of a straight 
pack o: pad no jugglery in the matter. We have no knave sitting 
at the other end of the avenue, nor have we a bowie-knife over there 
on Arsenal Hill. [Laughter.] Patt 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would not think it necessary for me to make an 
argument on this point, for the gentleman who has preceded me [ Mr. 
CHALMERS] has touched every single point that was necessary and far 
more ably I could, but for the fact that my republican friends 
over in the territories* there, I am informed some of them did not 
hear him and I intend to speak loud enough so that they shall hear 
me. They never read a democratic speech, but they are sometimes 
forced to hear one. 

The Constitution of the United States says that every second year 
there shall be chosen members of the House of Representatives. No 


* Outside seats. 
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legislative enactment which renders nugatory orin any way contra- 
venes that fundamental law of the land is valid. That can not be 
controverted. 

The Constitution of the United States says, also, that the Legisla- 
tures of the States shall decide the places, time, and manner of holding 
elections; but that the Congress of the United States may change 
or alter such State regulations. 


Now, sir, the Con of the United States has chan the time 
of holding the elections in most of the States of the Union, and did 
fix by a positive law that the members of the Forty-fifth Con of 
the United States should be voted for in the States of this land on the 
7th day of last November, except in those States where to have such 
a vote, it would be necessary to change or alter the constitution. 

My friend from Ohio ovis marae nest I think will argue, Jans 
ing from a- remark of his which I will take the liberty of pre- 
suming will somewhat foreshadow his speech—he will argue that 
the constitution of Colorado would have to be chan to permit the 
7th day of last November to be the day on which the election should be 
held. He will hold that the State, though admitted last r, 
comes with all the powers of a State into the free status of any 
one, even of the original thirteen, and that if it requires the change 
of its constitution it would be es rg according to this amend- 
ment of the twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes, to hold an 
election in November. Now, sir, I hold that a State coming into the 
Union after the passage of the twenty-fifth section of the Revised 
Statutes must conform all of its action to that law. That law, sir, 
was authorized by the Constitution of the United States and is para- 
mount te the action of the laws of any State. If it could be held 
otherwise, then any State in this Union could nullify the law of the 
land as by Congress by resolving itself into its original condi- 
tion and forming a constitution which would not admit of the 7th 
of November being the day of election. I hardly think that this 
House will decide that the gentleman is correct or a State could 
do so revolutionary a Ming, f 

Now, sir, how was Mr. Belford elected to the Forty-fourth Congress ? 
Under the forty-fourth section of article 5 of the constitution of Colo- 
rado, which said on the 3d of October, 1876, one Representative to the 
Congress ef the United States should be elected from the State at 
large at the first election under this constitution, “and thereafter at 
such times and places and in snch manner as may be prescribed by 
law,” what authority had the State for passing that article? The 
authority aren it by the Senye Bary which authorized Colorado to 
come into the galaxy of States. That enabling act said that until the 
next general census one Representative to the Congress of the United 
States, together with governor, &c., should be elected on such day as 
the constitutional convention should prescribe. The gentlemen on 
the other side of this House claim, sir, that until the census of 1880 
that constitutional convention had the authority to fix under that 
clause the day when elections were to be held until 1580. But, sir, let 
us read that, and read it so as to make it read sense, so as to make it 
conform to the Constitution of the United States, so as to make it 
conform to the laws of the land; becanse it is a prime consideration 
in ea nek cp, any statute that yon should make it correspond suf- 
ficiently with the organic laws of the land as not to violate them, and 
that it shall not re any law unless the very words of re are 
in it, or it is inconsistent by its terms with prior laws, and that it 
conform to reason or sense. Until the next general census there shall 
be one Representative. ` 

That member of tho clanse refers entirely to the number of Repre- 
sentatives, and was not intended as a part of the sentence permit- 
ing the convention to fix a day for the election. For why did Con- 
gress refer to tbe census of 1880? Has the census anything to do 
with the day on which an election shall be held? Does the fact that 
Colorado has a hundred thousand or a million voters have anythin 
to do with the 9 3 of the convention fixing the day on whic 
an election shall beheld? Con, was not making a piece of mean- 
ingless legislation—was not logistatin without some reason. There 
was a design under every word it said here. And there was a good 
reason why Colorado should have but one Representative until 1880, 
The population of the State was sufficient for one Representative till 
1280, but not sufficient for a larger number of Representatives. Until 
1880 one Representative is the number to be elected. But, sir, if you 
interpret it according to the republican’ eke sbi on this floor, 
then you must read it so as to make Congress legislate on subjects it 
had no right to touch. It says that on that day other officers, the 
898 of the State and other State officers, shall be voted for. 

at right had Con; 
declare when and how it should vote for its governor or other officers ? 
8 has no more to do with fixing the day on which the governor 
of Colorado should be voted for than it has with fixing the day on 
which the Dominion of Ontario shall vote for its officers. It is sov- 


ereign. 

Therefore we must presume that Congress never intended to utter 
a brutum fulmen, It never intended to utter here a sentence that it 
had no right to promulge. Its duty was to provide simply for set- 
ting the State upon its legs. It was put upon its legs by the election 
of one Representative and by the election of its varions officers. 
One single election was sufficient for that; and that was what Con- 
gress intended, and that was done on the 3d day of October when 
the State officers and the member of the Forty-fourth Congress 


to interfere with a sovereign State—to. 


was elected. If we go farther and interpret it according to the 
republican interpretation, then Congress was violating the Cousti- 
tation of the United States; for if you follow out their interpretation, 
then it declared that, on a day to be fixed by the convention, one Rep- 
resentative—i. e, one member—should be elected to hold until 1880. 
But the Constitution of the United States says that members of this 
House shall be voted for every second Therefore the whole 
sentence containing the words “until the census of 1830” applies 
exclusively to the members who were to sit on this floor from Colo- 
rado. And the remainder of the section authorized the convention 
to fix the p “Ponte days—but the day on which that: ene member and 
sae CRNA cers necessary to set the State machine in motion should 
elec 

But the gentlemen on the other side are deeply interested in this 
geai and have wang A npon this floor and have spread npon the 

esk of each member of this House since the discussion of this ques- 
tion commenced, the argument of a gentleman whom I am forbidden 
by decorum to name; brought bere, as I have every right to suppose 
by the consent of that gentleman; a private document written as a 
private paper in a spirit of noble self-abnegation, for he refused to 
take any pay for his counsel. I am forbidden by decorum to call his 
name, but he comes in such questionable shape that I will call him 
the Saint Jerome” of the Green Mountains. eon this side of the 
House knew the Saint Jerome of the Green Mountains. We have 
taken his measure and his gauge. He is an astute ponian a wily 
statesman, a man who can play thimble-rig with the law as cunningly 
as any prestidigitator ever did with my lady’s thimble. He is a man 
who can play “now you see it and now you don’t” with perfect 
accuracy. He is aman who can amuse an innocent inquirer after 
legal truth as cunningly as did his great protot, amuse sweet 
Mother Eve from the bending bough of the pri apple-tree. He 
is capable of ground and lofty tumbling. Oh, how he tumbled last 
winter when over yonder in that hall dedicated to the sublimest 
functions of the Eternal Jehovah, the rendering of justice, he proved 
first that white was black, and then bleached it out and proved that 
black was white! In the case of that flowery land down South, the 
land where 

The orange and citron is fairest of frait 
And the voice of the mocking-bird never is mute. 
with one fell blow of his legal hammer he killed that veracious wit- 
ness Mr, Aliunde and would not let the people of this land have the 
man for whom they had voted to be their ruler. Then with one grand 
somersault, seventeen times turning while yet in the air, when ho 
found himself in the forest mazes of that far-off region— 
Where rolls the Oregon 
And hears no sound save his own dashing. 

he conjured up the ghost of Mr. Aliunde and with his aid tore into 
shreds the Constitution of the land, and thrust through the crystal 
windows of the rear part of the Nation’s Executive Mansion a ruler 
whom the majority of the voters of the land had repudiated. 

But, Mr. Speaker, let me say e d thank God! that the 
man they thus fraudulently put in, has ac like poor little Oliver 
Twist w he was put through the window for the purpose of open- 
ing the door for the thieves; he has barred the door and kept the 
thieves out. He . the willof the people, and if he will only listen 
to the voice of 25,000 majority in Ohio, he will soon obey it fully and 
turn out the “lean Cassius” at the head of the Treasury who is 
grinding down the rman in the interest of the bondholder and 
the plutocrat. Sir, I thank God that he has one attribute of the 
American statesman, a desire to obey the will of the people, and so 
long as he conducts this Government on the principles of the great 
democratic party, as he has commenced doing, we will help him and 
stand by him and care not how “ Tray, Blanche, Sweetheart, and all 
the little dogs” bark at him from the other side of the House or from 
the other end of the Capitol. 

Now, sir, this acaba, Fe prestidigitator, Saint Jerome, says: „Con- 
gress never having undertaken to regulate the place or manner of 
electing a Representative, it seems obvious, taking the facts in ques- 
tion all together, that it was the intention to leave the constitutional 
convention to represent the State in that respect.” Now you see it! 
Oh, it is wonderful! Now you see it! On a little way farther he goes 
on to say that the election in November was entirely nugatory be- 
cause Con leaving the manner of election undisturbed, it was 
left where the constitution left it—with the Legislature. And no 
legislature made provision for a November election. Now you do not 
see it! Oh, how wily he is! He can prove that black is white. The 
constitutional convention, according to Saint Jerome, had the power, 
under the enabling act, to regulate the times, place, and manner of 
holding this election ; but the constitutional convention had not that 

wer because the constitution fixed it in the Legislature of the 

tate! That is very profound. 

But Saint Jerome and my friend from Maine, [Mr. HALE, I follow- 
ing after nature, abhor a vacuum. They say it would be hard for 
that far-off State to be unrepresented on this floor. Oh, what a dif- 
ference it makes when the ox that has got that little wound in his 
side is your ox or my ox. For six long yns over at the other side 
of this Capitol, one great State of this Union, a State torn by faction, 
has gone unrepresented, and I never heard that any letter was 
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written 2 and distributed publicly to aid that State to be 
resen 
‘or twenty-three months and twenty-nine days in this House that 
great State was worse than not represented, for it was misrepresented, 
My friends on the other side of the House kept two men here for 
twenty-three months and twenty-nine days misrepresenting the great 
State of Louisiana, and then at the last hour put in Mr. Sheridan and 
some one else just in time to draw pay, but they had not been able to re- 
present their State. They drew double pay, $7,000 each, a year for not 
representing that State. It is better to have a State misrepresented, 
according to gentlemen on the other side of the House, than to have 
it not represented at all. We consider that no representation is bet- 
ter than misrepresentation. Í 

Look, Mr. Speaker, at that old bird above your head! The pelican 
of Louisiana! I have counted the little pelicans that are looking up 
to her for sustenance and support; forty-two insight, and by the rules 
and laws of perspective there must be eighty-four upon the otherside. 
They were all misrepresented on this floor for twenty-three months and 
twenty-nine days; every single young pelican of them was misrepre- 
sented, and yet gentlemen upon the other side of the House are horri- 
fied at a vacuum existing by this far-off State not being allowed repre- 
sentation here. Sir, if they want representation we will give them a 
representation that the people want. The people want Mr. Patterson 
here, and if they insist upon the vacuum being tilled we will put 
him in; but we do not want to play the cards simply because we 
hold them. We want to send the copper to be examined under a 
microscope by the Committee of Elections, to see if it had a head 
and tail; because we know that where a metal has been deeply in- 
dented it may be polished down until its surface is made as smooth 
as diamond powder will make it, yet when it is examined under the 
microscope it will show bendings and twistiugs and perhaps letters 
below. Now, we think that there may be a chance that that copper 
may have an reg wee and we want to give Mr. Belford the ten 
efit of it. If it has not, then let him stay out and let us put Mr. 
Patterson in, and Colorado will be represented as we believe her peo- 
ple wish she should be, The people will, we believe, be satisfied, and 
the republican party of the State will have no right to complain. 

What right had t 1 to violate the laws of the land and the Con- 
stitution of the United States? What 7 755 had they to elect a man 
on the 3d day of October when the law of Congress had said that the 
election should be held on the 7th day of November? What right 
had they to violate the law by sending a man here who was not 
elected? Ah! they had won by fraud once and they were afraid to 
trust the people. 

Mr. Speaker, gentlemen get up here and say that Mr. Patterson was 
voted for in only eleven counties. The fact is that twenty-three 
counties out of twenty-six in that State gave full votes for Mr. Pat- 
terson; but every republican sheriff in the republican counties refused 
to make returns, while the sheriiis of the eleven democratic counties did 
make returns and the canvass was made on those returns. If all the 
sheriffs had done their duty as they should have done, Mr, Patterson 
would have received a vote, even though there was no contest, 
Mr. Belford not allowing his name to be in November. 

Sir, in 1875 there was an election in the first district of Illinois for 
Representative in the Forty-third Congress. In co: uence of the 
death of Mr. Rice a new election was ordered, and Mr. Caulfield, the 

ntleman who had been elected for the Forty-fourth Congress, ran 
for the unexpired term of the Forty-third Con Though the 
vote of that district was over 20,000, Mr. Caulfield received only 
about 4,000 or 5,000 or 6,000—I forget the precise vote, but think it 
was under these fi but a mere fraction of the total vote was 
given to him because there was no opposition to him and the peo- 
ple did not turn out to vote. 

For the Forty-third Congress Mr. Hagans received 3,441 in West 
Virginia in a district of 27,000 votes—received them in August. 
Eight of the eleveri of the Committee of Elections reported there 
was no valid election, yet the ie dine core admitted him. 
But now they co the election in November for Mr. Patterson was a 
farce because only some four to five thousand votes were cast. Why, 
sir, the voters of the republican party were directed by the chair- 
man of the central committee of that State not to yote at the elec- 
tion of the 7th of November, and but a few democrats, com tively 
speaking, came to the polls and voted for Mr. Patterson, because it 
was necessary for only a few to vote. 

Let us send this whole thing where in fairness it ought to go; let 
us send it to a committee. o find here how unfit this House is to 
hear testimony. The gentleman from Michigan Mr. CONGER] the 
other day stated as facts that which the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
SOUTHARD ] positively contradicted. Whomare we to believe? Whose 
word are we to take? We will be certain not to believe that side; 
and although they ought to believe this, I fear that in their preju- 
dices they will not. We want this case sent where the testimony 
can be weighed, where the law can be collated, so that when a re- 

rt is è by the proper committee we can vote upon the subject 
ntelligently. That committee is the Committee of Elections; and I 
romise gentlemen on the other side that when that committee reports 
here this side of the House will vote as honest men, and not as parti- 
sans; that we will not follow in the wake which they have made for 
so many years. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I fear the House is already wearied with this 


long discussion, and I hope not to vex its patience by going over 
much of the ground which has already been traveled by others. 
If I have a right comprehension of this case, it lies in a nutshell 


and can be stated in few words. 1 take it for ted that every 
—— here will admit that the prima facie right to a seat on this 

oor, while perhaps not so vitally important as the final and complete 
right, is nevertheless a right which should not be denied to any man 
except on the clearest grounds of law. Now, the prima facie right, 
if there be any, to a seat on this floor as Representative from the 
State of Colo is found in the certificate brought here by only 
one person, the certificate of the governor of that State. Without 
reading it all, I will read simply this sentence: 


is therefore hereby declared duly elected Representative in the said— 
Forty-fifth— 
Congress. 

In other words, the regularly constituted authorities of (ne State 
of Colorado certify under the great seal that the man beariag their 
credentials is duly elected, that is, legally elected, to represent that 
State on this floor. That declaration would be final and absolutely 
conclusive of his prima ge right but for one fact which is set up 
by those who refuse to allow Mr. Belford to be sworn in, They say: 
“We agree that the certificate of the executive officer of a State does 
give a ese facie right to a seat, provided the face of the certificate 

tself does not disclose any fact which of itself shows that the elec- 

tion was illegal.” Now they say that Belford’s certificate does dis- 
close just such a fact, namely: that the election at which he was 
elected was held on the 3d day of October, and that the House is 
bound to take notice that an election on that day was unauthorized 
by the law. Thus they hold that the House is notified by the cre- 
dential itself that the certificate should not have been given and that 
the election upon which it is based was illegal and void. 

Now, I grant that if gentlemen who make this objection are correct 
as to the date fixed by law for the election, their objection is unanswer- 
able and the credential is good for nothing. Everything, then, turns 
upon that point; and upon it I plant this case, quite willing to give 
it up if they establish their position. 

I ask gentlemen to follow me while I refer toa point which I think 
has not been made in this debate, a point on which I believe the 
whole case turns. Several times gentlemen have quoted the twenty- 
fifth section of the Revised Statutes, which declares that— 


The Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the 8 is estab- 
lished as the day, in each of the States and Territories of the United States, for the 
election of Representatives and Delegates to the Forty-fifth Congress; and the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in every second year thereafter 

is established as the day for the election, in each of said States and ‘Territories, of 
Representatives and Delegates to the Congress commencing on the 4th day of March 
next thereafter. 

The biennial election of Representatives in this House is provided for 
in that section, the election to be held once in two years, the election 
for the full term of office. That section must rule everywhere in the 
Republic, unless by some other act of Congress an exception has been 
made. Let it be remembered, however, that this twenty-fifth section 
refers only to the biennial election for the full term of two years. The 
language clearly refers to none but fall terms of two years. Now, the 
next section, the twenty-sixth, relates to fragments of terms, pieces 
of terms, vacancies, something less than whole terms, It reads as 
follows: 

The time for holding elections in any State, district, or 3 for a repre- 
sentative or delegate to fill a vacancy, whether such vacancy is by a tailure 
to elect at the time eb bey or by the death, resignation, or incapacity of 
a person elected, may be p; by the laws of the several States and Terri- 
tories, respectively. 

Thus we have two provisions of law relating to the election of 
members of this House. The first relates to the regular biennial 
election for a full term, and for such only; the other relates to the 
election for short terms—to the filling of vacancies. 

It may, perhaps, be said that the language of the twenty-sixth 
section does not cover such a case as this of Colorado, Then I say 
there is no provision for it in the Revised Statutes; for certainly the 
twenty-fifth refers only to full terms. Colorado certainly “failed to 
elect” a Representative to the Forty-fourth Congress on any of the 
days of 1874 “preseribed” by any law for such election. The Dele- 
gate which she did elect that year “ became incapacitated” to repre- 
sent her by reason of the fact that in 1876 Colorado ceased to be a 
Territory. An original vacancy was created for a small fragment of 
the 5 es and could only be filled under the provis- 
ions of the twenty-sixth section. 

Now, under the provisions of the twenty-fifth section the election 
for the long term—the full term—must be held on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday of November, unless there he some special 
exception by law; but the elections for short terms are left by the 
twenty-sixth section to be regulated by the States or Territories as 
they please, and this must be so by the necessities of the case. The 
vacancy may occur at any time in the year, and Congress allowed 
the State to meet the emergency when it might arise. It needed no 
change in the national law to provide for fragments of terms. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are to-day discussing not the fragmentary 
term, not the election for the three months of the Forty-fourth Con- 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


gress. That is of the past. That ent of a term was filled, in 
accordance with the twenty-sixth section, by the act of Colorado her- 
self. The law of Congress did not fix the time when Colorado should 
elect for the fragment of the term—the three months of the Tn 
fourth Congress. She was not compelled to look to our law at all, 
except to see that under the twenty-sixth section of the Revised Stat- 
utes she might fix the time for herself. What did the governor of 
Colorado do to fill that fragmentary term; to fill an original vacancy? 
He issued his proclamation calling upon citizens to vote for a Repre- 
sentative and naming the time of the election. He named, as most 
convenient, the time of the general election, and under his procla- 
mation the okina) vacancy was filled. The proclamation said 
nothing about the full term. It referred only to the vacancy. Un- 
der the constitution of Colorado the governor was bound to issue a 
roclamation for the filling of a vacancy in any office, and he did so 
n this case. 

Now let us return to the exception made by Congress under the 
twenty-fifth section. When Congress came to establish a plan for 
admitting Colorado into the Union it passed what we call an enab- 
ling act. The sixth section of that act provided that— 

Until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one Representative 
in the House of Representatives. 

That is, one as against two or more. It does not mean that the State 
shall be entitled to have a Representative once, but that numerically 
it shall have one rather than more. 
aoe 8 general e — 8 shall be entitled 3 oe in 

wW er 
ud othor Sento COEN shall be EAA CO s Say PADER TO Y to tro adoption of the 
constitution, and to be fixed by said constitational convention; 


State officers shall be elected and qualified under the provisions of the constita- 
territorial officers shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective 


Of what is Con there s ? Of a fragment of a term or 
of a term reco nat yh such csr my the Constitution and laws of the 
United States? I call the attention of gentlemen to the fact that 
neither the Constitution nor the Congress speaks anywhere of frag- 
ments of a congressional term or of about apps vansoni to the 
House of Representatives, except in the twenty-sixth section. The 
twenty-fifth section speaks only of full terms. It is the 3 
section, the twenty-sixth, that speaks of fragments of terms; an: 
concerning them there was no need to make any exception whatever, 
for they were always left to the full control of the States. There was 
no psat of any relaxing of the 5 of the twenty-fifth section in 
order to allow Colorado to elect for her short term to fill this original 
vacancy. But what Con was seeking when it passed the sixth 
section of the enabling act was to provide for the first full term. Now, 
in the sixth section of the enabling act Congress let down the bars in 
regard to the time of holding the full-term election in the State 
of Colorado. That was done long after the election for the Forty- 
fourth Congress had been held all over the Union. 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me one question? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRISON. How could the State of Colorado vote at all, even 
for a fragmentary term, except through the enabling act? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Of course Colorado could not have had a Repre- 
sentative at all unless admitted into the Union; but when admitted 
the twenty-sixth section of the Revised Statutes enabled her to elect 
for the fragment of a term whenever she pleased. 

Mr. HARRISON. Very good. 

Mr. eters TELD. That does not touch the point I am speaking 
upon at a 

Mr. HARRISON. I think it destroys the gentleman’s argument. 

Mr. CRAVENS. In view of the remark of the gentleman from 
Ohio as to the Constitution saying nothing in regard to a vacancy in 
congressional representation, will the gentleman allow me to call 
his attention to one provision of the Constitution ? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. CRAVENS. The Constitution of the United States provides 
in article 1, section 2, that— 

When vacancies in the tation from the executive 
e, ooo wa ne wi Fee ol oa Pas 

Mr. GARFIELD. The tleman reads what I was not referring 
to at all. I said that the Constitution in providing for the regular 
terms did not itself provide, nor did our law provide, in any way for 
vacancies, 

Mr. CRAVENS. I understood the gentleman to say that the Con- 
stitution made no provision for vacancies. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I did not mean that. I meant to say that the 
Constitution and our laws do not fix the time for filling vacancies, 
but leave the States to fix the time for such election. 

Now, we have seen that in the enabling act Congress allowed the 
constitutional convention of Colorado to fix the time for electing her 
Representative in the House of Representatives “until the next general 
census,” that is, until 1880. In pursuance of that authority the con- 


vention provided, in article 5, section 44, of the State constitution, 


that— 
One Representative in the Con of the United States shall be elected from 
the State at at the first tion under this constitation, and thereafter at 


such time and p! as may be provided by law. 
What was this “first election?” Manifestly the one in which Colo- 
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rado was exempted from the o ion of the twenty-fifth section, 
8 first full — If — — = ae ne to tho 

term, the vacancy, m there wo ave no need 
— Ua con ional legi ion; for that was already pro- 
vided for by section 26 of the Revised Statutes. Therefore it must 
follow that the exception made in the sixth section of the enabling 
act referred to a full term, and to the first full term. 

And a further reason was that Congress could not know there would 
be any fragment of aterm. The probabilities were there would be 
no t. The fact was they did not get their constitution adopted 
until we were within six months of the end of the Forty-fourth Con- 

and of course Congress could have had no expectation of a 
Pagrient ofaterm. But if they had such an expectation, we had no 
need to make any exception in regard to it, because the twenty-sixth 
section had provided for every case of a fragment of aterm. Gen- 
tlemen exploit all the meaning out of the sixth section of the enabling 
act when they make it refer to the election for the short term. 

If I am right in that view, (and I cannot conceive how I ean be 
wrong,) it follows that the enabling act declared that the State of 
Colorado might hold its first election—its first full-term election— 
that is, its election for the ry es Congress, on such day as the 
constitutional convention should fix. 

What did Colorado do? She had in her hands the interpretation 
of this sixth section for herself, and she did so in ret it. She did 
not interpret it so nicely as the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
CHALMERS] did, who says that the words “until the next general 
census” had no grammatical application to the whole clause which 
follows them. He stops when he gets half > the clause—stops 
in the middle of the unfinished clause and arya the modifying words 
extend no further. But the State of Colorado did not so interpret 
them. With a broader and, as it seems to me, a more just in on, 
they understood the words “until the next census” to cover their 
elections until 1880; and hence they provided that their elections 
should be held in October for the years 1876 and 1878, with the under- 
standing after that time their Legislature should adjust them in ac- 
cordance with the twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Does the gentleman hold the words“ until the 
next general census” apply to the election of Representative? 

Mr.GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Does the gentleman hold they include the full 
term from the adoption of the corstitution until that censns is taken ? 

Mr. GARF No. I would not say that Colorado could have 
elected Representatives for all those years at her first election. 
2 3 1 7 Would the gentleman say they include the Forty- 

t n 

Mr. G IELD. Iwould not, and it is ont of the line of our de- 
bate to ar But I do say the words “first election” must refer 
by inevitabe meaning of the statute to the 7 85 Full term, and that is 
far enough for the apo of our debate. Therefore, when the elec- 
tion for the Forty-fifth Con was held on the day the coustitu- 
tional convention had fixed, it was held lawfully. The certificate of 
Mr. Belford follows the law; and the only objection to the prima facie 
case is gone, absolutely gone. 

Now, there is one other objection made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. HARRIS] and also referred to by the gentleman from Miss- 
issippi [Mr. CHALMERS] which I wish here to notice. They call at- 
tention to the fact that there was no proclamation of the governor 
for an election to the Forty-fifth Congress. I grant it; a admit 
that there are cases where such omission would be fatal. I grant that. 


1 
But when is the failure to issue a proclamation fatal to the validity 
of an election? Whenever, as a matter of fact, the electors have no 
actual notice, no adequate notice. McCrary’s Law of Elections” is 
exceedingly clear on that subject. If gentlemen will read sections 
135, 136, and 137, they will find it debated at length. They will find 
judicial decisions in several of the States that completely cover that 
8 Let me read one from the supreme court of my own 
tate: 


In the case of Foster vs. Scarf 15 Ohio State R. 


532, (Brinkerhof, J.) it is held: 
“We haye no doubt that when an election is held i 


in other respects, as prescribed 


law, and notice in fact is bronght home to the great body of the electors, though 
derived through means other than the proclamation which the law reseribes, such 
election — be valid.” r 90 


The question, therefore, is not whether the goveynor issued a 
roclamation giving notice for an election to the Forty-tifth Congress, 
ut whether the great body of the electors did in fact have adequate 

notice. The best proof of that is the papers before the House. Not 
only did the electors of Colorado take notice of the election to the 
Forty-fifth Con but some 300 more of them voted for Represent- 
ative for that than for the fragmentary term. Twenty-six 
thousand electors took notice and voted for Representative for the 
Forty-fifth der e more than voted for the other. Can any 
man say, therefore, there was not actual, practical, general, effective 
notice given of the election? Every reason of the law was satisfied; 
and thns the force of the objection that the proclamation did not 
W name the ght? Sen Congress is gone. 

r. TERN: Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 

nestion 

a Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. The gentleman states there were some 300 more 

votes polled for the Forty-tifth Congress than for the Forty-fourth 
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Con Does he take into consideration that in Las Animas County 
the State board transferred the vote for Mr. Patterson for the Forty- 
fourth Congress to Mr. Patterson for the Forty-fifth Congress, there- 
by increasing the vote more than 600? 

Mr. GARF . Well, my coll e makes a suggestion about 
which he and I cannot be quite as well informed as the authorities 
of Colorado. If my colleague says there was a miscount which 
would have iinet the result, that is the very song to go into on 
the final contest. But I understand that in most of the counties the 
names of the men voted for for Representatives were repeated on the 
same ticket. I have a ticket in my hand that was sent me shortly 
after the election, the democratic ticket in which the name of Mr. 
Patterson occurs twice, first for the fragment of the Forty-fourth 
Congress and then for the Forty-fifth entire. Now, I suppose all pre- 
cincts which used tickets like that would necessarily have given the 
same number of votes for both terms, but 2 in some of the 
counties they had separate ballots, one for the Forty-fourth fragment 
and another for the Forty-fifth in full. And therefore there might 
have been a difference in the total vote, and out of that fact, I sup- 
pose, the difference did arise, 

But the point I have just now sought to make is this, that there 
was act and adequate notice to the electors of Colorado upon 
which they did vote for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, if the two points I have made are unassailable, as I be- 
lieve they are, it seems to me that nothing is left except one other 

int which has been made by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Hanni. He says that there was no law authorizing the governor 
to issue a certificate of election. He admits that under the 3 
act and under the provisions of the constitutional convention the ol 
election machinery of the Territory was all continued in force for 
polling the votes and meres the returns of the election; but he 
says if was not in force to enable the governor to give his certificate 
of the result, Mr. Speaker, will any lawyer here Eni that we are so 
to constrne the law as to make a mockery of it? Will he admit that 
every step to conduct an election and to ascertain its result is pro- 
vided for by the law, and then will he make such a strained con- 
struction of the law as to say that all that preparation, all that 
ee e and ascertaining and declaring the result shall go for 
nothin 

Is it the fact that nobody can certify what they have done? That 
is so violent a construction of the statute that the man who takes 
that view must assume that Congress sought to mock the State of 
Colorado by allowing it to elect a Representative and then refuse to 
permit it to introduce him to this House, 

ee oe Will the gentleman allow me to ask him one 

nestion 
5 Mr. GARFIELD. Let me finish this point and then I will listen to 
the gentleman’s question. I have referred to McCrary’s Election Law, 
which shows that, if there be no law requiring a governor to certify 
to an election, still in his pepe capacity as chief executive of a 
State he is bound to make the certificate; and when he has made it 
and the t seal of the State is attached to it, it is as good as though 
there had been a law requiring him to do it. 

The governor of Colorado did certify to the election; the great seal 
of the State is attached to his certificate, and the thing he certified 
to is true. No man alleges fraud in the transaction. Without fraud, 
without guile, without secresy, in the open light of day, in pursuance 
of law, the State of Colorado did all it could to present itself here in 
the Forty-fifth Congress; and if she be kept ont, it will be because 
a very doubtful construction of the law is adopted for the manifest 
purpose of keeping her out. 

I cannot believe that gentlemen who desiro to act with judicial 
fairness on this question will be willing to adopt such strained and 
extreme views based wholly upon the technicalities of the law. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Will the gentleman allow me one word ? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I wish to ask the gentleman how he explains 
the fact that the governor testifies that he does not believe in his 
judgment it was a legal election on the 3d of October? 

r. GARFIELD. My friend is full of information that has not 
come te me, I was not aware that the governor had so testified. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. It was read to the House on Monday. 

Mr GARFIELD, Iwill answer my colleague, and will at the same 
time answer a point made by the gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. 
CHALMERS] in his speech on the last day we met. It is assumed by 
both these gentlemen that after an executive officer, like a governor 
of a State, has in his official capacity signed a certificate, he can then im- 

his own official action by parol testimony or by a later certificate. 

hat point has been decided in and again in the highest courts 
of the States. Gentlemen will find it in McCrary’s Law of Elections, 
with the authorities quoted, to the effect that when the governor has 
once issued his certificate and the t seal of the State is attached 
to it, that ends his function and act stands and he cannot him- 
self recall or impeach it. Of course he can be called as a witness 
when the case comes up in this House on its merits. The same prin- 
ciple was adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States in the 
celebrated case of Marbury against Madison, as foundin 1 Cranch, so 
long ago as 1803; where Chief Justice Marshall delivering the unan- 
imous opinion of the court declared that where the President had 
signed his name to a certificate of appointment his power over the 


commission ceased and it became from that moment the property of 
the individual to whom the appointment was awarded. 

The same principle applies here. Governor Routt has certified 
under the broad seal of State that this was the true result of the 
election, and his parol testimony cannot invalidate his own certifi- 
cate as to the prima facie right which it confers. 

Now, Mr. S r, I have but another word to say. I admit that 
there is possibly some ambiguity in the meaning of all these sections 
of the law taken together. I admit that there is some room for 
doubt as to their construction, But I understand that that doubt 
was fully discussed before the election by the ablest lawyers of Colo- 
rado of both political parties. I understand that there was a differ- 
ence of opinion among them there, as there are differences among us 
here; but after full deliberation they came to the conclusion that 
they would hold the election both for the short term and the long 
term on the same day. And so I hold that the old Anglo-Saxon 
sense of fair play, which has so firm a lodgment in the breasts of all 
gentlemen here, ought to weigh with us. As a matter of fair play 
they agreed to submit the case then, and did submit it. And I have 
the best reason for believing that a large majority of the honorable 
democrats of Colorado do not concur in the policy which seeks to 
disturb the decision thus reached by common consent, 

I do not believe that honorable pentiamen here, actuated by that 
same sense of fair play, will be willing now to say that, even if the 
statutes are doubtful, when the State of Colorado has adopted a con- 
struction which has given a fair test and an equal chance to all con- 
cerned, not only to the men concerned but to the parties behind them, 
that this Congress, because of any technicality, will set aside that 
construction and violate that principle of fair play by saying that 
Colorado shall haye no Representative here for an indefinite time to 
come—I say no de for I take it for granted, if Mr. Bel- 
ford is not entitled to a seat, not half a dozen gentlemen on this 
floor will claim that Mr. Patterson is entitled to the seat. Mr. Bel- 
ford is entitled to his seat, or Colorado is unrepresented and must 
remain so until the State shall incur the expense and suffer the long 
delay of . snd holding a new election only to send her Repre- 
sentative here late in this Congress for the fragment of another term, 
and thus add to her broken history another unfortunate chapter. 

I trust, therefore, that this certificate of the State of Colorado will 
be honored in this Hall; that her Representative will be admitted to 
his seat as one having the prima facie right ; and then, if there be 
any further question, let it be taken up by the Committee on Elec- 
tions as soon as ible and let us reach a final result. I believe 
that the honorable feeling on both sides of the House will be better 
satisfied with that method. 

Mr. HARRISON, Will the gentleman allow me to ask him one 
question? : 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRISON. Where do yon get it that such general discus- 
sion was held by the ablest lawyers of the State of Colorado? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I get it from half a dozen gentlemen who have 
told me that they themselves had discussed the matter with the bar 
of both sides and that they ized the difficulty in the law, and 

to test it by submitting it at the same election. 

Mr. HARRISON. Have you heard of a single democratic lawyer 
who ever discussed it? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have heard it stated by a number of gentle- 
men that that was the general agreement of the bar on both sides. 

Mr. HARRISON, Ah! On this side of the House it is positively 
asserted that it was not discussed, and that it was not known that 
the election for the fall term was to be held in October, 

Mr. GARFIELD. Iam told that Judge Sears and Major Smith 
leading democratic lawyers of the Colorado bar, did so concur an 
advise before the election. 

Mr. HARRISON. That is one of the very facts we want to go to 
the committee, 

Mr. SPRINGER. Allow me to state that the secre of state of 
Colorado, previous to the election of October 3, published a letter 
in which he stated that all assertions to the effect that there was to 
be an election on the 3d of October for a member of the Forty-fifth 
Congress were untrue, and that only the proclamations then existin 
had any authority for the election for the unexpired term of 3d o. 
October and for the full term on the. 7th November. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Now the gentleman from Illinois has called my 
attention to a point which I had omitted. Iwant to say, in addition 
to the authorities quoted by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
BUTLER, I authorities showing that Congress has frequently admitted 
Representatives here when no annog act had been passed at all, 
and when there had been no proclamation at all, but when members, 
chosen by the atsana action of the people, had been sent here— 
I want to say that everywhere in our Government it is the habit of 
legislative bodies to pay great respect to the orderly and expressed 
will of the ple. 

Let me give a single example. In my own State, in the year 1870, 
it became the duty of the State officers to declare after the census 
was taken that where ony county had grown in population to such 
an extent that it was entitled to be a separate representative district. 
they should so declare and announce that an election would be held 
in snch county. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Will the gentleman allow me to correct him? 
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Mr. GARFIELD. Let me finish what I have to say upon this point. 
In reference to one county, the county of Williams—and there are 
Representatives upon this floor who know the facts—the State officers 
neglected to perform that duty imposed upon them by the Constitu- 
tion; they omitted to declare that Williams County had become en- 
titled to a separate representative. 

And so the writs for election did not call for any separate election 
in Williams County for representative in the lower house of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. But the people of Williams County, believing that 
under the constitution they had the 25 to be represented, by agree- 
ment among themselves did vote on election day in a se te box 
for a representative. They elected a representative and sent him to 
Columbus, It happened that he was t gucag a time of great 
party excitement, when the Legislature was called upon to act upon 
the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 
After a hearing, in which very able lawyers were engaged as counsel, 
the house of representatives of Ohio declared that the people of Will- 
jams County had done all they could to entitle them to representa- 
tion; that they had sent a citizen with credentials showing that the 
people did vote fairly and in the ordinary manner, and that they were 
entitled to have their representative so chosen sworn in, although 
the State officers had not declared them entitled to a representative, 
and no proclamation for such an election had been made. My worthy 
colleague [Mr. VAN VORHES] was the chairman of the committee that 
made the report. N 

I give that as an example among many that might be given to 
show that wherever an American legislative body finds that the 
ple have done all in their power to be represented, the mere techni- 
calities of the law have never been allowed to defeat them and shut 
them out from the enjoyment of their constitutional rights. I hope 
and believe that this case will not be an exception. 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to give him a piece 
of information f 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRISON. There is sworn testimony here by Mr. Butler, 
the partner of Mr. Sears, that he, Sears, never uttered such an opin- 
ion, and never entertained such an opinion as the gentleman from 
Ohio asserts. That is sworn to by the partner of Mr. Sears himself. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I am told by gentlemen now iv this Hall that at 
leust ten gentlemen are ready to testify that he did say so. 

Mr. HARRISON. It shows the danger of appealing to this House 
on ex parie statements, when only a committee can decide whether or 
not such er parte statements are correct. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will refer my friend from Illinois [Mr. HAR- 
RISON] to the fact that this side of the House have not bronght in 
these matters of testimony, but every one of them has been brought 
in by the other side. I hold that no portion of the testimony they 
have laid before the House is pertinent to the consideration of the 
prima facie case. It is only pertinent to the discussion of the case 
when the contest comes on the final merits. $ 

Mr. HARRISON. Did not the gentlemen introduce further er parte 
statements as to the opinions of lawyers of Colorado, when we assert 
here that the lawyers made no such statements f 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly ; but I introduced those statements only 
in answer to the volume of testimony which you have brought into 
this case inoppurtunely. 

Mr. HARRISON, And we break down that answer by asserting 
that it is not true. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will not prolong this colloquy. I have said all 
I desire to wi 5 this subject. 

Mr. BUCKNER. In the very brief span in which I pro to 
discuss the subject before the House, I endeavor to confine niy- 
self to the question before us. 

Very much extraneous and irrelevant matter has been brought 
into this discussion by both sides. I shall endeavor to avoid if pos- 
sible any reference to outside facts that have not a direct bearing 
upon the question before the House. 

The rights of Mr. Patterson to a seat here are not involved in this 
disoussion. The question whether the governor or the State author- 
ities issued the proclamation required by law is not before this House. 
Nor is there before the House the question whether Mr. Patterson or 
Mr. Belford received the largest yote at the election in October or 
November, or what proportion of votes they received, or whether 
any particular county did or not vote at the November election. They 
are questions that ought not to have been brought before this House 
in this preliminary inquiry, and they have no sort of influence upon 
my Sain in the conclusions to which I have come. 

he gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] who has just addressed 
the House commenced well in directing the attention of the House to 
the real issue before it. But he had not got far before he brought in 
matters that have no sort of connection with this question and ought 
not to prejudice the minds of this House one way or the other in 
half of either of these parties. 

What is the question before the House? It is simply whether the 
certificate of the governor of Colorado, showing upon its face that 
the election was held upon a day unauthorized by law, entitles the 
holder of such a credential to a aes facie right to a seat on this 
floor. That is all of it. There is no other question that ought to 
ovcupy the attention of the House at this e. It is injustice to 
these parties to listen to testimony not before us as to facts that we 


know nothing of, and the truth of which we have no means of ascer- 
taining. Hence the importance that we should confine ourselves to 
the question before us. 

Now, I agree with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. bare pie ed bata so 
far as he states the proposition of law involved in this case, he states 
it correctly according to my view of it, as I understood him. 

I admit that the governor of Coloradomight have avoided this dif- 
ficnlty and given my friend Mr. Belford a seat on this floor, if he had 
thought proper to do so, by stating merely that Mr. Belford had been 
duly elected according to the laws of Colorado; for I undertake to 
say no one will doubt that, it such had been the form of the certificate, 
Mr. Belford would unquestionably have had the prima facie right to a 
seat here. But the governor does not give such a certificate. He 
undertakes not merely to give his conclusions of law upon the facts 
but he states a fact which according to my construction of the law 
pce that the election was invalid, that there was no authority of 

aw for holding the election on the day upon which he says Mr. Bel- 
ford was elected. This brings up the only question really before the 
House; and this question is not to be decided upon what the consti- 
tutional convention did, upon its view of the law; but it is for each 
member of the House, upon an examination of the authority under 
which the convention acted, to determine the question for himself, 
just as the Clerk had to decide this question in determining who was 
the proper party to be put on the roll. 

The House understands very well the nature of the legislation of 
Congress and the provisions of the Constitution upon this subject. 
In 1572, Congress, acting under the authority given toit by the Con- 
stitution of the United States, provided for a uniform day throughout 
all the States and Territories of the Union for the election of Repre- 
sentatives and Delegates to Congress. It also vided for the fill- 
ing of vacancies, Now, in 1875, upon the very day of the of 
the enabling act which constitutes the ground u which the con- 
vention acted and which gave the convention all the authority it 
had to act in the premises, it happened that Co an act 
with reference to the day of election wie, ba yh the States for Rep- 
resentatives ; and in that act it was provided expressly that where 
a State had such a constitution as would require amendment before 
a new day could be fixed as the day of election, such State should be 
excused complying with the general law. 

Now, at this time, when a special exception was made in favor of 
States whose constitutions prevented them from conforming to this 
uniform time fixed by Congress, tlemen would have us believe 
that Congress intended also to © an exception in favor of a new 
State which was just about to form a constitution, and which Con- 
gress was just authorizing to form a coustitution—an exception ap- 
plying not only to one year or one election, but an extraordinary 
exception extending from the adoption of the constitution of the 
new State until the census of 1 It is certainly a strange idea 
that if Congress intended to make any exception at all they should 
make such an exception as that; for the result of the construction 
contended for on the other side is, that Congress made an exception 
in favor of Colorado, not for one year or for a single election, but for 
the whole period from the time of the adoption of the constitution 
of the new State up to the census of 1880; or, more properly speak- 
ing, until an apportionment act in accordance with that census 
should be e 

What was there in the circumstances of Colorado that should re- 
quire in her case any exception from the general law? Was there 
anything in the condition of that community or the character of her 
population or anything else that should ged ed have entitled Colo- 

o to be made an exception in preference to Missouri and other States 
where there was no constitutional difficulty in regard to the adoption 
of a new day for the election of Representatives? Gentlemen have 
not N upon the theory they advance, to give any reason for 
this singular exception. 

Now I propose to show that the sixth section of the enabling act, if 
we give it the construction contended for, violates every idea of law 
and common sense. It seems to me impossible that any reasonable 
man, looking at that section and at the same time looking to the laws 
of Congress and the provisions of the Constitution itself, can doubt 
its meaning. The sixth section provides— 

That until the next census said State shall be en % Re} 
ative in the House of — ; en 

Now, we claim that this refers solely to the question of representa- 
tion—to the share which Colorado should have in the a onment 
of representation in this body; and I say when gentlemen under- 
take to insist that the clause “until the next general census“ applies 
beyond the provision I have just read, they involve themselves in 
difficulties 9 8 4 insurmountable. But I will read on, so that gen- 
tlemen may see the effect of such a construction : 

That, until the next general census, said State shall be entitled to one Represent- 
ative in the House of Representatives of the United States; which Representative, 
together with the governor and other officers provided for in said constitution— 

That is, in the constitution to be made— > 
shall be elected on a da; nent to the tion of d to be 
ene t adop the constitution, an 

Now, in order to sustain the construction contended for on the other 
side gentlemen must make the clause read thus: 


Which 1 88 with the governor and other officers provided 
for in said constitution, 671. ĩᷣͤ v ns day IDS 
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sequent to the adoption of the constitution, and to be fixed by said constitutional 
convention. 

In other words, according to this construction the phrase “until 
the next general census ” refers not only to the apportionment clause 
of this section but also to the time of election in the State—the time 
of election not only for Representativein Con butalso for governor 
and other State officers, If you adopt this literal construction which 
these gentlemen put 75 the language, what follows? It follows 
that all these officers, Representative, governor, and other officers, 
shall be elected until the census of 1880—elected for the whole term 
from the adoption of the constitution up to the time of the census of 
1880—not for a single term, but for the whole time from the adoption 
of the constitution up to the census of 1880! Such must be the con- 
clusion if that be, as gentlemen allege, the proper construction of this 
sixth section of the enabling act. 

There can be no doubt about it. Isay in reference to the construc- 
tion given to the law on the other side of this House that is the nec- 
essary and legitimate conclusion, that not only the Representative in 
Congress, but the governor and all the State officers are authorized 
to be elected on a day fixed by the constitution and for a term extend- 
ing from the adoption of the constitution up to the time when the 
census of 1880 shall be taken. 

Now, Mr, Speaker, that is one of the difficulties in the path of my 
republican friends. If that be so, and such is the literal construction, 
what follows? Why, that the Constitution of the United States is 
violated in one of its essential features, and that is, the rigut of the 
people to vote every two years for a Representative in this Hall. No 
man under the Constitution can hold a place here for a longer term 
than two years without going back to the people and procuring a new 
certificate of election and a new indorsement by his constituents. 
Gentlemen will not deny that view, I am sure. They are compelled 
to take that view or else to take another at war with another pro- 
vision of the Constitution. If they do not take this view of this 
section, and insist that these elections for Representative, &c., are 
to be held every two years, they are met with the difficulty of having 
to change the word day from singular to the plural. They must in- 
terpolate the word “days” instead of “day,” aliberty never allowed 
except to carry out the plain and unmistakable meaning of the law. 
If the position be taken that the period between the adoption of the 
constitution and the taking the census in 1880 is not to be consid- 
ered as one term, but is composed of several congressional terms of 
two years each, then there must be several days of election “ fixed 
by the convention.“ If that is the meaning, what then? The con- 
stitution says the Legislature shall fix the day of election unless Con- 

interferes, as well as the time and the manner of holding the 
election. But here this sixth section, which is the anthority by which 
the people of Colorado are acting, says that it shall be fixed by the 
convention, Isay that necessarily it follows, if that view of the case 
is correct, it violates another clause of the Constitution of the United 
States, which says that the Legislature of a State shall fix the time, 

lace, and manner of election for Representatives, unless Con 

interferes, There never has been an exception to this, unless’ where 
there was no State Legislature, and then, from the necessity of the 
case, the convention has been authorized to fix the time of the first 
election for Representatives and State officers. 

My friend from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] evaded the question 
I put to him which was to bring out his view of that question— 
whether Con could in admitting a State authorize the conven- 
tion of that State to violate the Constitution of the United States? 
He evaded my question by stating what I did not ask for, and that is 
that the Legislature means any legally authorized body of men 1701 
for the time being as law-makers, The Constitution of the Uni 
States uses the words “ Legislature of a State” ten times, and in no 
single instance where those words are used is the Legislature referred 
to in any other way than as the ordinary law-making power. You 
will also find in the Constitution of the United States the word “ con- 
vention” used four different times, and it was as well understood then 
as we possibly can understand it now. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are to look at this provision under the au- 
thority conferred by the Constitution of the United States. The cases 
of Michigan and Tennessee as well as other cases referred to in this 
discussion have no application to the point involved at all. The peo- 
ple there assembled without any authority from Con framed 
their constitutions, and sent Representatives here. The fact that 
those States were admitted does not at all conflict with the idea I 
have advanced. Those constitutions and the elections for Represent- 
atives were without any authority whatever. The Congress of the 
United States admitted them under the power contained in the Con- 
stitution to admit new States. That is not the question before this 
House. The question is, what is the construction of the power Con- 
gress gave to the people of Colorado to establish their form of gov- 
ernment and put that State upon its feet? I say no man, I care not 
how many lawyers in Colorado or elsewhere, or in the Senate, may 
take different ground—I say no man, in my judgment, can read this 
sixth section and come to any other conclusion than that there was no 
authority of law to elect a Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress 
on any other than the day fixed by the general law of the land, and 
that there was no repeal of thelaw inteuded by the authority conferred 
upon that people. Imight, if necessary, have something to say on the 
question of repeal. We all know that courts abhor the re of any 
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statute byimplication. Such e res never will be entertained 
by the court. Such as I have already stated is the law of the land, 
and so far from being repealed, it was intended in this case of Colo- 
rado to be in harmony with the law, and, properly considered, us I have 
shown, is in harmony with the general law on the subject. 

Mr. HOUSE. Mr.S aker, I do not pro to go into the argu- 
ment of a question which has been so fully argued already before 
this House; but I do desire to present concisely the view I entertain 
and which will determine my vote. What is the qnestion before the 
House? The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] has moved that Mr. 
Belford be sworn in on the certificate presented by him from the gov- 
ernor of Colorado. The ponnonan from Virginia [Mr. HARRIS] has 
introduced a resolution that neither of the claimants be sworn in, 
but that the credentials presented by both shall go to the Committee 
of Elections, and that this House shall wait further action until that 
committee has submitted its report. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the credeutials presented by the two claimants 
from Colorado show a very extraordinary state of facts. These two 
claimants do not insist that they were elected on the same day or at 
the same election. Mr. Belford does not claim that he was elected on 
the 7th of November, but does contend that he was elected on the 3 
of October. Mr. Patterson does not claim that he was elected on the 
3d of October, but he does aver that he was elected on the 7th of No- 
vember. Mr. Patterson presents a credential here which shows that 
he was elected, if elected at all, on the 7th of November. Mr. Belford 
presents a credential which shows that he was elected, if elected at 
all, on the 3d of October. The day then on which these two gentle- 
men claim respectively to have been elected appears upon the face 
of their credentials and necessarily constitutes a part thereof. 

It is impossible, then, Mr. Speaker, for this House to seat either 
without adjadicating upon the legality of the day on which the party 
seated claims to have been elected. Now, sir, let us suppose that this 
Honse decides that the 7th of November was the proper day, and 
gives to Mr. Patterson his seat with the 7th of November upon thé 
face of his credentials. This House judicially determines, necessarily, 
by that act that the 7th of November is the legal day. Now, when 
the House has settled that question, I would like to know what Mr. 
Belford would have to go with to a committee? Absolutely nothing. 
For, Whatever might become of Mr. Patterson on the fnll investiga- 
tion of the case, when you settle by seating Mr, Patterson, as you 
necessarily do, that the 7th of November is the legal day, Mr. Bel- 
ford then has no further interest in this contest beyond what an 
other citizen of the Republic has. He is concluded, and he can K 
his trunk and go back to Colorado. Suppose we seat Mr. Belford. 
This House judicially determines by the act, necessarily, that the 
3d of October is the legal day; and you settle the whole question; 
you have settled all the merit there is iu it. 

Gentlemen who advocate the seating of Mr. Belford here say that 
his credential is so indubitable and his right to a seat is so clear, or, 
in other words, the 3d of October is so certainly the legal day of 
election, that he ought to be seated at once. I cannot concur in that 
view of the question, Mr. Speaker. This is not a usual prima facie 
case. The cases we have hail here are where two men come up who 
claim to have been elected on the same day and at the same olection. 
There you may seat one and let the other go to the committee to there 
contest with his opponent upon the merits of his case. But here you 
settle all the merit there isin it. It is impossible to seat one of these 
claimants without deciding by that very act judicially on the part of 
the House that the other has no right to a seat. Now, sir, suppose 
you seat one of these gentlemen. Sup you seat Mr. Belford. And 
suppose the Committee of Elections, when you refer the case to them, 
should conclude upon investigation that the 7th of November is the 
legal day. The conclusion of the committee is met by the previous 

verse decision of the House upon that particular question, becanse 
they have seated Mr. Belford with the 3d of October apparent on the 
face of his credential. 

Well, sir, the question before the House is this: Will this House, 
without any investigation by its committee, make a decision which 
necessarily precludes the unseated claimant from any contest what- 
ever before a committee upon the merits of his case? That is the 
point. I say,sir, that no presen can be found for it. This is pre- 
eminently a case that ought to go toacommittee. This House ought 
not to seat one of these gentlemen, when by its action in so doing it 
necessarily precludes the other from any chance of a contest. There 
is no prima facie case about it. You cannot seat either of them with- 
out holding that the day on which he was elected was the day ap- 
pointed by law for that purpose. 

ei BUCKNER. Will the gentleman allow me to offer a sugges- 
tion 

Mr, HOUSE. Certainly. 

Mr. BUCKNER. That may be true in regard to Mr. Belford, but 
it is not necessarily true as to Mr. Patterson. 

Mr. HOUSE. vay not? 

Mr. BUCKNER. use it might not appear that there was any 
law by which he was elected. 

Mr. HOUSE. That may be so. The House, if it were to seat Mr. 
Patterson now, might hold subsequently on investigation that Mr. 
Patterson had no right to a seat; but, whatever might become of Mr. 
Patterson afterward, the House cannot seat him now without holdin 
the 7th of November to be the legal day; and then Mr. Belford wi 
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have no interest in the question, because he is shut out and excluded. 
And the question for the House to determine on both sides is this: 
Will you settle the rights of these claimants without the investiga- 
tion of a committee? Will you decide a man’s case against him and 
then send him to a committee? Sir, I propose to administer to these 
claimants no such Rhadamanthine justice as that; to decide the case 
and then hear it. You determine that the 3d of October is the legal 
day and then send it to a committee to investigate! Investigate 
what? Investigate whether you are in error in your decision? Is 
that the function of the committees of this House, to revise the action 
of the House and to decide whether a question which the House has 
judicially determined is decided rightly or not? No, sir; the deter- 
inination of this question either for the one or the other of these gen- 
tlemen will exclude the other beyond all controversy and beyond all 
doubt ; therefore, in justice to both claimants you ought to send the 
case to a committee without seating either. $ 

Mr. Speaker, if the position of these parties were reversed—if Mr. 
Patterson held the certificate of the governor of Colorado and Mr. 
Belford came here with credentials similar to those which Mr Patter- 
son presents, I would not in justice to Mr. Belford vote to seat Mr. 
Patterson, because that would exclude and cut off Mr. Belford and 
deny him any investigation by the committee of the questions in his 


case. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Mr. Speaker, the act of March 3, 1875, which was 
enacted upon the application of the Territory of Colorado to be 
admitted as a State into the Union, provided that she should be 
admitted upon complying with the conditions named in the act, and 
also declared that when admitted she should be entitled to all the 
rights and privileges of a State in the Union. One of those rights, 
Mr. Speaker, is å right to be represented upon this floor by at least 
one member of Con and in the other Chamber of the Capitol by 
two United States ators. 

The Territory of Colorado complied with the conditions of the 
enabling act, and the President, on the Ist day of August, 1876, by 
his proclamation, declared it was a State in the Union. This State, 
in pursuance of the provisions of the enabling act, provided in its 
constitution when it should elect its State officers and its Representa- 
tive in Cou The election was held in pursuance of those pro- 
visions, and at the opening of the second session of the Forty-fourth 
Congress her Senators presented themselves at the other end of the 
Capitol and on the first day of the session were admitted and took 
their seats, and that State has been represented there from that hour 
until the present. On the same day the gentleman who had been 
elected her Representative in Con presented himself here and 
asked to be sworn in as such; but that right was, for the time being, 
denied him. 

Now I desire briefly to call the attention of the House to what 
occurred in CO upon this subject. The question was purely a 
judicial one, and was 80 ed at the time. Tho case, as there 
was no contestant for the seat of Mr. Belford, instead of being sent 
to the Committee of Elections, was sent to the Judiciary Committee 
with instructions to make an early report. The majority of the Judi- 
ciary Committee reported that Colorado was a State in the Union 
and that Mr. Belford was entitled to be sworn in as her Representa- 
tive in Congress, But, Mr. Speaker, it was not until the 31st day of 
Jaunary last, when two months of the last session of the Forty- 
fourth Congress had expired, that this infant State was admitted to 
the floor of this House and to her right to participate in its deliber- 
ations. 

Tt was a majority of the Committee on the Judiciary that submit- 
ted this report. There was a minority of the committee, who also 
submitted a report, and I desire briefly to call the attention of the 
House to the position taken by the advocates of the minority report. 
21 gonpomaa from Ohio, [Mr. wan shee peed one the sack 
and opposed the majority in a very logical and eloquent speech, in 
the very outset of 5 remarks, said this: 

It is not disputed, Mr. Speaker, that the election was larly held, nor that the 
certificates arv proper in form; but it is insisted that Colorado was not a State in 
the Union, and that therefore Mr. Belford ia not entitled to his seat on the floor, 

For two long months the State was denied its representation here, 
not because the election was not regular, not because Mr. Belford did 
not receive a majority of the votes, but because the State had not 
been admitted into the Union. What is the position taken now? It 
is conceded that Colorado is a State, but it is claimed that the elec- 
tion was not properly held. The attitude of those who are struggling 
to disfranchise this State and to keep her Representative otf this 
floor is exactly reversed. It is now admitted that Colorado is a State 
and if she had not been irregular in choosing her Representative 
would be entitled to representation upon this floor. 

But there was an omission of some 5 by a sheriff or a 
governor, an omission of some formality, say a portion of those who 
oppose the admission now, or there was an illegality in the act of 
Congress, say another portion, which renders the election void. 

As to the first objection, the want of notification or proclamation, 
that has been 3 answered by the gentlemen who have pre- 
ceded me, This right of a sovereign State to representation on this 
floor is a right which has always been recognized by this House 
whenever the voice of a majority of the people could be fairly ascer- 
tained. The gentleman from eee LMr. BUTLER] cited in- 
stances, and they are not all the instances, where persons lla ve been 


admitted to seats upon this floor without the formality of any elec- 
tion whatever by the community as a State, persons who were selected 
at the period when the election of delegates to a constitutional con- 
vention was held. All that this House has ever required was to know 
that the person who came and asked to be seated as a Representative 
of a new State was the choice of the people of that State for the 

lace. Whenever that has been ‘ascertained no mere omission of 

orm, no requisite of an enabling act, nothing of that kind has ever 
been required as a condition of admission here. 

But the case of Mr. Belford does not depend, Mr. Speaker, upon 
enforcing this rule which has been so long observed in repeated in- 
stances in the history of the Congress of the United States because 
the Territory of Colorado, as I have said, before framing her consti- 
tution Sppriod to the Congress of the United States representing that 
she had the requisite population to entitle her to admission as a State 
and asking the ge of an enabling act in order that she might be 
so admitted. On the 3d of March, 1875, Congress passed that act and 
in the sixth section of the act it provided that the Representative 
in Congress from this young State should be chosen in that year at a 
pomi of time to be fixed by the constitutional convention of the 

tate. This act was not a party measure. Democrats were in favor 
of it as well as republicans. 

Now, the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER] argues that Con- 
gress had no right whatever to make this enactment. Why? Con- 
gress is clothed with ample and unlimited power to fix the time of 
the congressional elections in every State in this Union. Congress in 
1872 passed a general law providing that e elections 
should be held on the y after the first Monday in November 
of every alternate year. 

But this act of 1875, applicable to a Territory which was not a State 
in the Union when the act of 1872 was passed, was clearly and con- 
fessedly a modification of that law, so far as the State of Colorado 
was concerned. It is protey Soa same as though Colorado having 
been a State in the Union in 1872, Congress in 1875 had passed an act 
repealing the provisions of the act of 1872 as to the State of Colorado. 
Has not Congress that power? May it not modify its own laws, aud 
is it not surprising that the gentleman from Missouri, who was in 
Congress when it passed and voted for it, should now for the sake of 
disfranchising a sovereign State be driven to the position that the law 
was unconstitutional and void and that this House should so declare ? 

Why, Mr. Speaker, was there ever any such exaction made of Con- 
05 as to ask it to ignore and denounce its own law in order to 

eep a Representative from a seat on this floor? Yet that is the po- 
sition now taken. That this act of 1875 is a clear modification of the 
act of 1872 is beyond any question. 5 

Now, sir, the criticism is made upon the language of the act of 1875, 
and the argument is put forth here, that a literal construction of 
this act would require that all the State elections and all the con- 
gressional elections in Colorado to the year 1880 should be held at the 
time fixed by the constitutional convention of that State. Snch is 
not my reading at all of this section. It does provide (for Congress 
must provide for that) that until the next census in 1880 the State 
of Colorado shall have but one Representative in Con It then 

rovides that that Representative shall be elected at the same time 
ed eee constitution of Colorado for the election of its State offi- 
cers, t is the fair interpretation of it, and that is all it means. 
It has reference to the first election, because Congress foresaw the 
necessity and the propriety of providing that for the year 1876 
there should not be needed two congressional elections in the State 
of Colorado. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Harris]in his argument the 
other day put forth the proposition that there could be no such thing 
as two congressional elections upon the same day; that this did not 
contemplate anything of that kind. Why, sir, that is a common 
occurrence in the history of elections in this country : that where a 
con man has resigned or has died or has removed from his district, 
an election shonld be held to fill the unexpired term of the existing 
Congress, and also for the full term of the coming Congress. Sena- 
tors of the United States are often elected in the same way. They 
are chosen at the same time, elected upon the same day, as was Mr. 
Belford, in 1876, for the remainder of Forty-fourth Congress and 
for the Forty-fitth Congress. 

Unless the election could have been held on the 3d of October, 
1876, when it was held, clearly there could have been no election 
which would have enabled Colorado to have a Representative upon 
this floor at this extra session of Con because otherwise there 
could have been no election until the Tu y after the first Monday 
of November, 1878. She could not prepare so as to hold an election 
on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1876; the ma- 
chinery of her government was not in operation for that purpose, 
wanes there was a necessity for this act of Congress thus pro- 
viding. 

In the last Congress, in the course of the discussion upon the ques- 
tion as to whether the report of the majority of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of this House should be adopted, the gentleman from 
Illinois, Mr. Caulfield, not now upon this floor, used these words: 


When Mr. Patterson, the former De! from the Territory of Colorado, was 
here a short time ago he said (and he h a democrat) that it was an error to 
raise the question of the admission of Mr. Belford, the Representative elected 
from Colorado; that the State had complied with the act under which it was to be 
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admitted, and that Mr. Belford should be admitted to the present Congress. I 
state this in justice to Mr. Patterson, as the opposition press of hia State has repre- 
sented him as using his influence against the recognition of tho State and the ad- 
mission of his successor. 

This statement was not denied at the time, and to my knowled 
it has never been questioned since. We have no evidence that Mr. 
Patterson asserts any right to a seat on this floor in the present Con- 

ress. He has presented no credentials here. The only person who 
8 presented credentials is the person who, by the almost unanimous 
vote of this House at the last session, on the 31st day of January, was 
decided to be entitled to a seat on this floor, and was sworn in. Now, 
can we afford to go back upon the precedents established heretofore 
by Congress? If the election of Mr. Belford for the remainder of the 

orty-fourth Congress was legal, then his election for the Forty-fifth 
Congress was equally legal, for they were held under the same law. 

Mr. WILSON. Will the distinguished gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. LArHAu, I who is discussing this question with great fairness, 

rmit me to make one inquiry ? 

Mr, LAPHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. It is whether he construes the sixth section of the 
enabling act to authorize the constitutional convention of Colorado 

to Bote the times of the several congressional elections from 1876 to 
18 

Mr. LAPHAM, I have said that I give no such construction to this 
act; it does not necessarily involve any such construction. It pro- 
vides only for the first election of State officers and for a Represent- 
ative in Con to be elected at the samo time, Clearly the State 
officers of Colorado hereafter are to be elected according to their con- 
stitution. But they provided that the Representative who was to be 
choscn in the year 1876 should be chosen at the same time fixed for 
the election of their State officers; and it is that election and that 
only which we are now considering. “Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.” Two years hence, ora year hence, it will be a question 
to be determined as to which is in force, the general law of Congress 

assed in 1872 or this special act of Con passed in 1875, Asa 
3 I should have no hesitation in saying that the provision of 
this special act as to the election of a Representative in Congress was 
temporary and intended to provide for the first election only, and 
will not operate hereafter to prevent an election upon the day fixed 
by the general law. But that question is not here, 

I was saying, when interrupted, that if Mr. Belford was properly 
elected for the remainder of the Forty-fourth Co he was also 
properly elected as a Representative in this Congress. The elections 
were held by the same authority and apo the samo day. It was no 
more legal to elect Mr. Belford for the last Congress than it was to 
elect him for this; and this House having decided by an almost 
unanimous vote that he was duly elected to the last Congress and 
that Colorado was a State in the Union, it seems to me there is a rec- 
ord here which we ought not to trample under foot for the sake of 
disfranchising a State. 

Mr. Speaker, when the news came that the State of Colorado had 
22 a majority for the republican candidates in October, 1876, the 
leading organ of the opposition in my end of the State of New York 
came out with a denunciation of this State of Colorado, stigmatiz- 
ing it as a “rotten borough.” It could fold to its embrace the old 
States that voted solidly with it, where the voting was all on one 
side; but this youngest daughter of the Republic, peopled by an en- 
terprising and intelligent race, who had gone there for the purpose 
of developing her cultural and mineral resources, to build up the 
highest type ef civilization, to plant their common schools, to erect 
their churches, and— 

Give the Sabbaths of the wild the music of their bells— 
this was a “rotten borough,” unworthy of consideration in American 
politics. But the telegraph made a mistake. The next morning a 
counter-report came that Colorado after all had given a majority for 
the democratic ticket; and the same afternoon the same paper hung 
ont its most lordly rooster and its booming cannon for “ glorious dem- 
ocratic Colorado!” 

There, Mr. Speaker, is the rub. If Colorado had given a majority 
in favor of the views of the majority on this floor and had sent here 
Mr. Patterson instead of Mr. Belford, I apprehend that none of this 
delay in the Forty-fourth Congress and none of this struggle in the 
present Con would have been witnessed. I do not allude to this 
complainingly. The gentleman from Michi [Mr. CONGER] has 
said, and I concur with him, that it is entirely natural for us to act 
in this way. But I appeal,in conclusion, to gentlemen on the other 
side of this House not to go back npon the record of the Forty-fourth 
Congress on this subject. I 1 oye to the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Knorr] the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary in the 
last House, who reported as the result of a judicial inquiry the reso- 
lution in favor of admitting Mr, Belford, not to ignore the force of 
that as a precedent and not now to act with his partisans upon the 
other side in unseating Mr. Belford and preventing this State from 
having its per representation. The question is one of too much 
gravity to be tre. in such a manner. We should not lightly de- 
termine that the only person who comes here clothed with creden- 
tials from this sovereign State shall be declared not entitled to his 
seat. We should not lightly determine that a sovereign State of this 
Union is to be disfrancished for the whole of the Forty-fifth Con- 
gress; and I am not prepared to believe that the gentlemen who 
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voted to seat Mr. Belford in the Forty-fourth Congress are willing to 
vote against seating him in the present Congress. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, Mr. Speaker, I do not 1 to into the dis- 
cussion of this question at any great length. It has a y been so 
fully developed that I think it entirely unnecessary for me to dwell 
long upon it. Bat I wish to notice a few points, and more particn- 
larly the point referred to by my colleague from Ohio, [ Mr. GARFIELD. ] 
But before passing to that, I wish to call attention to what the gen- 
tleman who has just taken his seat [Mr. LAPHAM] has said, and also 
what the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] said in relation to 
the action of the last Congress. 

It is claimed by these gentlemen that the action of the last Con- 
gress in seating Mr. Belford as a member of that Congress is incon- 
sistent with opposition to him now. I beg the attention of the House 
for a moment to the question there presented. It was whether Cel- 
orado had then been admitted into the Union as a State. If Colorado 
was adjudged to be a State, then Mr. Belford was entitled to his seat 
for the Forty-fourth Congress—not for tho Forty-fifth. There was 
no contest about who was elected to the Forty-fourth Congress, bnt 
the contest was whether Colorado, after having formed her constitu- 
tion, should present her work to Con, and receive its approval 
and sanction before she was entitled to be represented here by any 
one. 

The question now presented is not whether Colorado, as a State, is 
entitled to representation, (for that is admitted by all,) but which of 
the two gentlemen, Mr. Belford or Mr. Patterson, is the man legally en- 
titled to represent the State. This di of that matter. 

Now, as to the law of this case. The twenty-fifth section of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, passed in 1872, sama as the day of 
election for Members of Con and Delegates in all the States and 
Territories in the Forty-fifth and subsequent Congresses the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November, is applicable to the case be- 
fore the House, unless it has been abro by some other act of 
Congress. My colleague [Mr. GARFIELD] argues that the first elec- 
tion in Colorado and the first member of Congress to be elected from 
that State had relation to the wig ee Congress, not to the Forty- 
fourth, because, he says, section 26 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States provides for the filling of vacancies, and that there was 
such vacancy as to the seat in the Forty-fourth Congress, Now, what 
is that twenty-sixth section? It provides that— 


The time for e eee in any State, District, or Torritory for a Rej 
sentative or te to fill a vacancy, whether such vacancy is caused by a fail- 


ure to elect at the time prescribed by law or by the death, resignation, or inca- 


ity of a person elected, may be prescribed by the laws of the several States and 
Territories respectively. 

That section has reference to a vacancy, bear in mind. But how 
could there be a vacancy when the office had never been filled? 
There never was a member of Congress elected from the State of 
Colorado before the Forty-fourth Congress, because Colorado was not 
a State until that time; therefore, there was no vacancy in any 
legal sense. But it is not enough that there should be a vacancy in 
order to bring the case within the purview of this provision; there 
must be a certain kind of vacancy. What is that? The law says: 

Whether such vacancy is caused by a failure to elect at the time prescribed by 

ww 

No one will pretend that the case of Colorado falls within that 
provision— 
or by the death, resignation, or incapacity of a person elected. 

There was no death, there was no resignation, and there was no in- 
capacity of the party to serve as a member of Con, So that sec- 
tion 26 has no more relation to this matter of election to the Forty- 
fourth Congress than to an eclipse of the moon—not one particle. 

Then, Mr. Speaker, the proof that the general statute, section 26, 
Revised Statutes, has been abrogated must be found elsewhere. Where 
do gentlemen who urge the claims of Mr, Belford seek to find it? In 
addition to what has been already read, the twenty-sixth section, they 
say that the enabling act, clause 6, makes exception, and delegates to 
the constitutional convention the power to fix the day of election. 

In order to establish the fact that that convention had the power 
to fix the day of the election, gentlemen have to establish more than 
they have done so far. They have to establish that the first election 
to 8 was to the Forty- fifth Congress, when in law aud fact it 
was to the Forty- fourth Con The Forty-fourth Congress was 
the first, unless gentlemen will so transpose the matter as to make that 
the second Congress and the Forty-lifth the first Congress. There were 
two distinct and se Congresses, and one must be first and the 
other second. The letter of the law and common sense place the 
Forty-fourth as the first and the Forty-fifth as the second. It is im- 
possible to come to any other rational conclusion; since there was no 
vacancy, and one Congress or the other must have precedence. 

Now, this enabling act empowered the constitutional convention to 
fix the time of election of the first member of Congress. That section 
fixed the apportionment of the State also until the census of 1580. 
It had not relation to the times of holding subsequent elections to 
Congress, but related merely to the apportionment and the time of 
election to the first Congress. The material portion is that fixing the 


representation the State of Colorado was entitled to have until an- 
other census had been taken, showing it to be entitled to a greater 
number than one Representative. 

This section cannot be held to abrogate the general law of 1872 
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unless it repeals it in direct terms, or unless it is in irreconcilable 
conflict with the provisions of that statute. That is the well-known 
rale of law, and the courts abhor any repeal by implication. There 
is no express repeal in this law. Where, then, the irreconcilability 
of these two statutes? This sixth section of the enabling act fixes 
the number of Representatives until 1880, and the time of election of 
the first member of Con it delegates to the constitutional con- 
vention of Colorado, but leaves as to the other members of Con 

the timo and manner of election as provided by law; that is, the 
general law of the United States. 

The first election was fixed by the constitutional convention in 
the exercise of its authority. The first election was held on the 
day fixed, the 3d of October, and was for the Forty-fourth Congress. 
That was the interpretation put upon the statute by the constitu- 
tional convention itself. It held that it related to the first election. 
Section 44 of the constitution of ‘the State of Colorado reads as 
follows: 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be clected from 
the State at large at the first election under the constitution, and thereafter at 
such times and places and in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 

The constitutional convention properly interpreted the sixth sec- 
tion of the enabling act and fixed the election of the first member of 
Congress, which was for the Forty-fourth Congress. It then provided 
that thereafter they should be elected at sach times as might be pre- 
scribed by law. The general law of the land, fixing the election on 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, was the law 
in force applicable to the election to the Forty- fifth Congress. This 
e gives force and effect to both statutes and harmonizes 
all their provisions, one with another, and is consonant with the rules 
of law and the principles of reason and justice. 

Bat not only did this constitutional convention thus interpret this 
section of the enabling act, but every officer of the State of Colorado, 
from the governor down to the secretary of state, auditor, and sheriffs, 
interpreted that-act in the same way, and they issued their proclama- 
tions and notices of election calling upon the ple of the State to 
elect a member to the Forty-fourth Congress on the gd of October. More 
than that, and su uent to that period, they called upon the peo- 

le of the State, by like proclamations and notices, to elect a mem- 
Bas to the Forty-fifth Congress on the 7th day of November. 

Yon have, then, Mr. Speaker, the plain and clear interpretation of 
the law in the first place, and in addition you have the plain and 
clear interpretation of the constitutional convention, while in the 
third place you have the plain and clear action of the official authori- 
ties of Colorado fixing the election for the first member for the Forty- 
fourth Con on the 3d day of October, and on a subsequent day, 
the 7th of November, the second election of a member for the Forty- 
fifth Congress. : 

With this state of the law and fact I would like to know how gen- 
tlemen on that side of the House can appeal to the sense of fair play 
and honor of gentlemen on this side of the House while claiming to 
seat Mr. Belford. I am glad to see an appeal to that sense of honor 
and fair play, for if there is one thing the democracy are entitled to 
claim credit for above another, it is their strict adherence to the de- 
mands of justice and obedience to the law. I would not send Mr. 
Belford to a committee if I believed he had a prima facie case, but 
when the certificate recites that his election, if it took place at all, 
took place on the 3d day of October, proves too much, and it proves 
that under the law of the land he is not entitled to the seat which he 
claims. 

But there is one other matter in relation to this enabling act. This 
act was passed on the 3d day of March, 1875, and this exception to 
the twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes was passed upon the 
same day. The exception was passed on March 3, 1875, but at a time 
subsequent to the passage of the enabling act, and if there is an 
conflict the exception is the latest expression of the legislative will. 
Ihold here the Journal of the House of Representatives, which shows 
that a great deal of business had been gone through with from the 
passage of the enabling act on the 3d of March, 1875, to the time when 
this exception to the general law was passed. You will also find that 
the President of the United States 3 both acts on the day on 
which they passed in the order which they passed—tirst approving 
the enabling act for the admission of Colorado, and subsequently this 
exception to section 25 of the Revised Statutes. 

But section 25 has no relation to the case of Colorado or any other 
new State that is forming a constitution That section had only to 
do with States then in esse, States actually existing. Why, what 
does that provision of the statute say? It reads as follows: 


Section 25 of the Revised Statates prescribing the time for holding elections for 
Representatives to Congress is hcreby modified so as not to apply to any State 
that has not yet changed its day of- election and whose constitution must be 
ee in order to effect a change in the day of election of State officers in said 

tate. 

Colorado was not such a State. She was a Territory. She had not 
et formed her constitution. Therefore Colorado is nota “ State that 
as not yet changed its day of election and whose constitution must 

be amended in order to effect a change in the day of election of State 
officers in said State.“ So the amendment to section 25 of the Revised 
Statutes has no relation whatsoever to this question of the election 
in Colorado which is now depending before this House. 

And now, baviug noticed some of these questions of law which are 
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conclusive of the case, I would still beg attention to a few facts, in 
order that I may more particularly appeal to the sense of justice and 
right of this House. What are the facts? Why did the democracy 
of Colorado vote for Mr. Patterson on the 3d of October for the Forty- 
fifth Congress? And why did the republicans not vote for Mr. Bel- 
ford on the 7th of November? Why, I say? The State officers of 
Colorado had issued their proclamation for the election of a Repre- 
sentative to the Forty-fourth Congress. They had published the 
notice throughout the State. They had called upon the people of 
the State by these public proclamations to elect one member to the 
Forty-fourth Congress, and the inference was that they were not to 
elect for the Forty-fifth Congress. But, subsequently to the election 
for the Forty-fourth Congress, and on the 14th day of October, the 
republican central committee aud State officials got together; after 
having previously issued this solemn proclamation for an election in 
November, they got together on the 14th day of October, and decided 
that they would not hold any election on the 7th day of November. 

Now, why did the democrats vote for Mr. Patterson on the 3d day 
of October? I will tell you. After these nominations had taken 
place, after these proclamations had been issued calling for an elec- 
tion on the 3d day of October for the Forty-fourth Congress, the rè- 
publican committee, as the evidence in the contest shows, clandestinely 
placed on the ticket the namo of Mr. Belford for both terms of Con- 
gress; and that fact was not brought to the attention of the demo- 
cratic committee until five days before the election; and it was not 
brought to the attention of Mr. Patterson until two days before the 
election. There aro in the State of Colorado remote counties not 
capablo of being reached by railroad communication. It was impos- 
sible for the friends of Mr. Patterson to cirenlat> tickets fully to the 
different precincts and voting-placesin the State.. Bat, out of abun- 
dance of cantion, the democratic committee undertook to place Mr 
Patterson’s name upon these tickets and to circulate them as best they 
could, so that there should be no advantage taken by the officials who 
were to canvass the vote, being the republican officials of the Stato 
of Colorado. Against Mr. Patterson’s judgment these tickets were 
attempted to be circulated, but the vote shows how imperfectly: Mr. 
Patterson received for the Forty-fifth Congress some 1,200 votes less 
than he received for the Forty-fourth Congress, showing how imprac- 
ticable it was for these tickets to be circulated thoronghly, and how 
impossible it was for the people of Colorado to have a free and fair 
expression of their will at the election in October for member of the 
Forty-fifth Congress. 

But why was the name of Mr. Belford not put upon the ticket in 
November? It was the result of the conference on the 14th of Octo- 
ber. The election in October had been a fierce struggle, as the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] said. It was one which was looked 
upon with intense interest by the people of the whole country, be- 
cause more than the election of a member to Con was in issue. 
It was a presidential election; and if the people of Coloralo had 
been permitted to vote untrammeled and without being influenced 
by the issnes of the national election, I think it is fair to infer that 
the result would have been very different in the case of Mr. Patterson. 
When the republican State committee met on the 14th of October 
they found the excitement over, and a state of apathy existing after 
the election in October, and they concluded that it would not be safe 
to put Mr. Belford’s name on a ticket for November. And therefore 
I infer his name was withdrawn, and not because the day of the 
November election was not deemed to be legal, for every State ofticer 
was committed by his public acts to the legality of election on the 
7th day of November; and so fully convinced was the governor of 
the State of that fact that long after this election in November was 
over he ie in his deposition as his solemn judgment that the elec- 
tion of November was legal and the election in October for the Forty- 
fifth Congress was illegal. If, then, the people of Colorado for a 
time be deprived of having representation on this floor, I ask whose 
fault is it? Is it the fault of this House? Oh, no; for this House 
must do justice and administer the law. Is it the fault of the people 
of Colorado? Oh, no; for the people of Colorado were cheated out of 
the expression of their will. It was the fault of this repnblican cen- 
tral committee and these republican officials, who undertook to con- 
trol the public opinion and prevent the expression of the people on 
the 7th of November. 

So much has been said here in relation to this vote that I desire to 
present to the House a succinct statement of the condition of the 
vote in the State of Colorado. 

The statement that Mr. Patterson at the October election received 
as many votes for the Forty-fifth as for the Forty-fourth Congress 
is untrue, and I mean this in no offensive sense. 

On the contrary, out of the twenty-six counties in the State his 
vote for the Forty-fifth Congress fell short of that received by him 
for the Forty-fonrth in eighteen of them at that election. 

In Las Animas County his vote for the Forty-fifth fell short of that 
received by him for the Forty-fourth over one-half. 

In Lake County it fell short nearly one-half. 

In Costilla County more than one-third. 

In Tremont County nearly one-third. 

In La Plata County about one-third. 

In Park County about one-fifth. 

His vote in the entire State for the Forty-fifth Congress fell short 
of that received by him for the Forty-fourth over twelve hundred votes. 
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The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Conese) claims that Mr. Pat- 
terson at the October election received several hundred more votes 
for the Forty-fifth Congress than he did for the Forty-fourth. To 
establish this I suppose he quoted from a printed statement prepared 
and distributed by Mr. Belford in his own behalf. But this state- 
ment is not correct. In the table of counties referred to will be found 
Las Animas. That county is set down as having cast for Mr. 
Patterson— 

For the Forty-fourth Congress, 585 votes; 

For the Forty-fifth Congress, 1,263 votes. 

The truth is the vote for the two Congresses was transposed by the 
board of State canvassers. This the clerk of Las Animas County 
swears to in his deposition taken in the contest. And so well was 
this known to be the truth that, although Mr. Belford, through his 
attorney Mr. Archibald, was present when this clerk so testified, he 
did not even cross-examine him upon the subject. Then the true 
vote of Las Animas County at the October election for Mr. Patterson 


was: 

For the Forty-fourth Congress, 1,253 votes; 

For the Forty-fitth Congress, 585 votes. 

The effect of this transposition of the vote by the State canvassers 
was twofold: first it gave to Mr. Patterson for the Forty-fourth 
Congress 678 votes less than he actually received, and for the Forty- 
fifth Congress 678 votes more than he received. This was what the 
State ore oannames 3 desired. It paver to ee ae 
appear as r. 0 received a very large ority for the 
Forty-fourth Congress, while it also made it seem as if Mr. Patterson 
had received as many if not more votes for the Forty-fifth Congress 
than he did for the Forty-fourth. 

If we refer to the table quoted from by the gentleman from 
Michigan and correct the vote of Las AnimasCounty as sworn to by 
the county clerk, and as the truth is, we have the following result: 
Vote received by Mr. Patterson, as stated by the gentleman from Michigan, 


for the Forty-fourth Congress 44 12,310 
Add to that the vote of Las Animas County lost to him by the transposi- 

Aon occ canes cnconcccccccnestoccen Susesecucenacsessnccneusesenassacecces 678 
And we have his total vote for the Forty-fourth Congress 12, 988 
Vote received by Patterson for the Forty-tifth Congress, as stated by the 

gentleman from Michigan ee 12.584 
Deduct from that the vote which he did not receive for the Forty-fifth 

Congress, and which was given to him by the transposition.............. 

And we have his total vote for the Forty-fifth Congress................... 11, 906 


And deducting his true vote for the Forty-fifth Congress in the en- 
tire State, thus corrected, from his true vote for the Forty-fourth 
Congress, and it is shown that his vote for the Forty-tifth Congress 
at the October election fell short of that received by him for the 
Forty-fourth eleven hundred and eighty-two votes, 

This whole matter should go to the committee. Mr. Patterson was 
engaged for sixty days in ta ing testimony to prove the conspiracy 
entered into between the republican politicians and republican offi- 
cials of the State to steal a member into this House, and to destroy 
as far as they could the election provided by law, and which had 
been called and proclaimed by themselves; and he has also shown 
by the testimony that the election of November 7 was free and fully 
understood; that no impediment existed upon that day to prevent 
any elector from voting; that if any did not vote it was the result 
of the strenuous efforts of Belford and his political friends, through 
their advice and counsel, aud certainly they should not now be per- 
mitted to take advantage of their own wrong. 

All of this testimony should be examined by the committee, and 
the House is entitled to a report from them after they have mastered 
all the facts and law in the case. 

Mr. Patterson, as he claims, is here pre to show that he was 
duly and legally elected to the Forty-tifth Congress on the 7th day 
of November, and only asks that the matter may be referred to the 
committee where it may be fully and fairly determined. I trust that 
the other side of the House will lift itself for once above party pas- 
sion into that serener atmosphere of non-partisanship, of justice, of 
right, and of “fair play,” and unite with this side of the House in 
sending the case to the committee. Let us have “fair play.” Let 
us have justice and right. This House cannot rightly determine 
questions of so great importance withont a full and fair considera- 
tion in committee, where they may deliberate, having time and op- 
portunity to verify the law and verify the facts. To do anything 
else than to refer this matter is to determine it without proper con- 
sideration, which would do discredit to the dignity and honor of this 
House and might work irreparable injury to the claimants and the 
ple of Colorado. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, much has been said on this vexed ques- 
tion, and it is with a degree of reluctance that I propose to travel 
over the burnt district. I know that it is no pleasant duty to ride a 
galled horse, but still duty requires me to ask the further indulgence 
and patience of the House, and I shall endeavor to be as brief as pos- 
sible in demonstrating the fact that a prima facie case of Belford has 
not been made ont and that the rights of both contestants should be 
referred to a committee for adjudication. 

The enabling act for the admission of Colorado into the Union pro- 
vided for the representation of the State until the year 1880, placing 
it at one Representative. It also provided for the election of this 


Representative, authorizing the constitutional convention of Colo- 

o to fix the time and places, and the time and places were fixed. 
Mr. Belford was a candidate on the 3d of October, 1876. He received 
a majority of votes. Under the proclamation of the secretary of 
state, another election was called for the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November thereafter. An election in fact was held on 
that day, and Mr. Patterson presents himself without a certificate 
from the governor of the State or the certificate of any State officer, 
but relying upon the facts of the election and asking for admission 
to a seat in this House. 

These two gentlemen come here with their credentials and with 
their facts. They lay them down at the feet of this body. They ask 
a solemn adjudication upon the title of the one who may be entitled 
toa seat upon this floor. If that be so, Mr. Speaker, why, as a matter 
of course, it is not a question of disfranchisement, as has been argned 
on the other side—and I cannot appreciate the candor of the argu- 
ment that is made to that effect—but it is simply a question for the 

judication of a title, and that is a question to be ascertained in the 
ordinary course of proceeding by referring it to a committee. 

The Clerk of the House, very properly I think, decided that the 
certificate of Mr. Belford did not furnish a prima facie case for the 
purpose of putting him ou the roll of the House, because he was not 
elected under the laws of Colorado or under the laws of the United 
States, and referred it to this body. It is now before us, and I main- 
tain that the credentials of Mr. Belford are not to be justified either 
by the laws of the United States or by any known law of Colorado at 
the time. Why do Isayso? He cannot be justified by the laws of 
the United States, because he does not pretend to have been elected 
according to the act of Congress on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November. He sets up no claim tə an election, then, and 
we maintain that he cannot sustain his title under the election of 
the 3d of October. And I say so because the Constitution of the 
United States prescribes that “the House of Representatives shall 
3 lies of members chosen every two years by the people of the 

Sta 

Now, I undertake to argue and maintaiu that no State at a con- 
solidated election can elect any member of Congress for two terms 
and entitle him to a seat for two terms upon this floor. Mark the 
question. I maintain that at no consolidated election, in one elec- 
tion, can a member be seated for a fractional term and also for a fnll 
term of two years. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this question was discussed by the framers of 
the Constitution. Learned arguments upon the subject will be found 
in the Federalist and other authorities. The reason assertes for fix- 
ing upon biennialelections was that they intended to hold the Rep- 
resentatives to a strict responsibility. Every member was pat upon 
his trial and probation, and his conduct for the time was put under 
frequent review by the people. 

The limitation fixed was two years and no longer, and it is impos- 
sible under that constitutional law to fix it fora greater term. It 
has no elasticity; it is absolutely infloxible; it is a bulwark beyond 
which no legislative power can go. Why, sir, the idea is preposter- 
ous that an individual shall come here and say that at one election 
he was elected to serve the fractional term from the 3d day of Octo- 
ber, 1876, until the 4th day of March, 1877, and also to serve the full 
term from the 4th day of March, 1877, to the 4th day of March, 1879, 
in the face of the Constitation of the United States. 

I say that no precedent can be found in the United States to justify 
any such proposition. The skill of the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] and the learning and skill of the dis- 
tinguished tleman from Ohio [ Mr. GARFIELD] were applied to the 
question. The distinguished gentlemen on the other side, the advo- 
cates of Mr. Belford's right to a seat here, have ntterly failed to pro- 
duce a single ease of a consolidated election which has ever been 
jastilied by the House of Representatives under the Constitution of 
the United States. No such precedent can be found, because the 
Constitution of the United States positively forbids such an assump- 
tion and has been vindicated by receiving a construction, not only by 
Federal authority but by State authority, from the foundation of the 
5 to the present time in harmony with the view which I 

ve ex 

lam Pilling to concede the fact that upon a single day two elec- 
tions might be held; but they are not consolidated elections; they are 
elections where the ballots are deposited in different boxes, where 
there is a different canvass of different candidates. But in this in- 
stance here was a ballot deposited in one box for both terms at the 
same time, without distinguishing what class of voters voted for the 
fractional term and what class of voters voted for the regular term. 
If that be so, I think the Constitution of the United States settles 
this question, and I might leave the argument here. But I propose 
to make a remark in relation to the reason of the rule. 

As I intimated, if Mr. Belford is to be seated and his title to be 
recognized do you not place him upon a higher plane of representa- 
tion than any man occupying a seat in this body at this time ? Do 
you not place him upon a higher seat than any other Representative 
that has ever occupied a seat upon this floor? Do you not in fact 
place him above the Constitution of the United States? Do you not, 
in fact, after he has served his fractional term, relieve him of all 
responsibility and all review of his conduct as a Representative 
while he was so serving? 


eed 
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I maintain furthermore that he was not elected under the act of 
Congress or section 25 of the Revised Statutes fixing the time as the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. He does not pre- 
tend to set up such a claim, as is already intimated upon hat point. 
There is KODING in his certificate Figure, prima facie case of an 
election at that time. He ignores and repudiates the election which 
was held on that day, and as a matter of course he would be excluded 
under the act of Congress. 

1 maintain that he cannot claim a seat under the twenty-sixth sec- 
tion of the Revised Statutes, because that applies to a vacancy and 
has already been exhausted. My distinguished friend from Ohio 
pae, GARFIELD] made an ingenious ot baa upon that subject, but 

is meut was a two-edged swoi I call his attention as well 
as the attention of the House to the answer to his argument. It will 
be seen that section 25 of the Revised Statutes provides for the reg- 
ular election, while section 26 provides for a vacancy, for a frac- 
tional election. It was clearly in the minds of the framers of the law 
that there were two constitutional provisions, the one relating to fill- 
ing a vacancy, the other to an election for the biennial term; showing 
that it was contemplated that two elections, and not one election, 
should be held to answer the demands of the constitution and to an- 
swer the laws which had been passed in pursuance thereof. There- 
fore the argument falls to the ground, and the whole case should go 
out of court. 

Now, the distinguished gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD ] fur- 
ther proceeded in his 3 to actually beg the question. He 
sought to fortify the weakness of his position by assuming that the 
creme could cure the evil or defect of the law by his certificate. 

e is again equally unfortunate in his position. What are the law 
and the Constitution upon the subject? The Constitution of the 
United States, article 1, section 4, provides that, when there shall oc- 
cur a vacancy in a State, the executive thereof may give notice for 
an election and certify as to the time and place of the election. If 
there were anything in the argument at all it would simply apply to 
the vacancy or to the “ fractional term,” to use the phrase of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, And after the election has been held, after the 
individual has been seated, there is an exhaustion of the power to be 
exercised under that clause of the Constitution of the United States. 
rer Deitono, has already filled the vacancy; therefore that will not 
avai 

The authority of the governor to give notice of the time and place of 
holding the election to fill a vacancy inheres in the constitution, 
which makes him the delegated authority and agent to take the con- 
trol of the election. Of course his certificate of an act that he has 
done as an agent under the constitution would get no further than 
the verification of the act. When you apply it to the regular term, 
then the certificate of the governor, unless it be fortified by law, so 
far as its judicial sanction is concerned, goes no farther than the act 
of any private individual, and has no authority here. What is a 
prima faciecase? It is something that arises upon the face of the in- 
strument which carries with it the facts and the law necessary to seat 
the individual under it. If there be no law authorizing the certifi- 
cate, then, as a matter of course, it falls to the ground, and he is 
without authority. When we apply that to this case, we find that 
the governor had no authority by any known law of the State of 
eee or any law of the United States to make any certificate 
at all. 

So far as the act itself is concerned, if outside of the law, itis void ; 
and thus, as a matter of course, the whole prima facie case insisted 
upon by the distinguished gentleman falls to the ground. 

The eminent gentleman from Ohio made another argument. He 
referred as an authority to Hoge’s case, recited in McCrary upon Elec- 
tions, which, however, does not sustain the construction which he 
attempted to give it. That case simply applied to the fractional 
term, and, as a fares mga: the authority of the governor to certify 
was communicated by the Constitution of the United States. That 
is the whole pith of the case recited here. Having disposed of that, 
I pass on to another branch of the case. 

The gentleman derives no aid or comfort from either the law of 
Congress or the Coustitution of the United States in any of the phases 
or aspects in which they have been presented. I maintain further- 
more that he can derive no support from the law of Colorado. What 
is that? The forty-fourth section of the constitution of Colorado 
states that— 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from 
the State at large at the first election under this constitution, and thereafter at 
such times and places and in such manner as may be provided by law. 

Here the one Representative has had his day before the people at 
the ballot-box. He was elected; he served his time. By a just in- 
terpretation it appears that these two elections were to be held, one 
then and one thereafter, or a number thereafter, under provisions to 
be prescribed by law—whether the law of the State or the laws of the 
United States will be noticed ina subsequent part of the argument. 
There was but the one election as a matter of fact, under which Mr. 
Belford claimed the election on the 3dof October. Butnow he comes 
up and claims to hold for the regular term under that election after 
having served the fractional term. As already argued, he cannot 
maintain that position. So I pass from that point to another. 

I have already argued that Mr. Belford cannot receive any support 
from the certificate of the governor, so far as the election for the 


fractional term is concerned. As alreadystated, this is the necessary 
conclusion under section 4, article 1, of the Constitution of the United 
States. So, then, these questions, as matters of law, are, we think, 
clearly against Mr. Belford’s claim. 

But an argument of inconvenience and avoidance has been made b 
the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. BUERG e 
has referred to the admission of the State of Tennessee and sundry 
other States which were admitted to representation without a previous 
enabling act for the formation of a constitution and the election of 
Representatives. Now, Mr. Speaker, if there be any force in the ar- 
gument it is easily answered. If Congress saw proper to waive irreg- 
ularities when there was no law to 5 pee the case, then, as a 
matter of course, the same principle would not obtain where there is 
law to regulate the manner of election and to fix the title of the 

ties. 

N in the instances referred to, there was no law upon the sub- 
ject. In the case before the House there was a law upon the subject. 
Congress had prescribed the law; and it expected the governor and 
other officers of Colorado to conform to the law. The argument of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was decidedly a begging of the 
question. The argument upon this side upholds the law and main- 
tains its dignity under the Constitution. So that argument is 
answered. š 

I might allude to the claim of Mr. Patterson. I do not propose to 
go into all the facts in relation toit. I propose simply to notice 
some of the legal propositions which arise ont of it. First, he comes 
here and says that he is entitled to his seat, and offers in pr he of 
his claim the proclamation of the secretary of state, sanctioned by 
the governor, for an election on the 7th of November, 1876. Second, 
he comes and says that he has been duly elected, and in support of 
his claim cites the act of Congress of 1872. 

Permit me to remark, in relation to this, that in the absence of any 
law, Colorado being a new State, the law of the United States of 1872 
would have sufficient elasticity, upon the admission of such State, to 
open and take it in and communicate to it all the rights, responsibil- 
ities, and duties of the other States. If, therefore, an election had 
been held under that law it would present at least a prima facie case 
of the validity of the title of the party if properly verified by the 
authorities of the State. But Mr. Belford does not offer such verifi- 
cation. He undertakes to support his claim by proof of an actual 
vote at the time, by the fact of an actual election. If the republic- 
ans, through the instrumentality of their State central committee, 
did not attend the polls and exercise the privilege of the elective fran- 
chise, such default cannot inure to their benefit; it will not strengthen 
the title of Mr. Relford because he did not avail himself of a contest 
of that description. He repudiated any claim or authority under the 
act of 1872, and as a matter of course he cannot take advantage of 
his own wrong or his own default in this matter. According to prec- 
edents here, if the fact be that an election was held, that there was 
a publication of notice, that the notice was merely ministerial and 
irrevocable, that the qualified voters or a 1 of them did vote, 
and that all had an opportunity of 1 then it drops the porteullis 
upon the question and fixes the title of Mr. Patterson to his seat. The 
mere fact that he does not come supported by a certificate of election 
does not invalidate his election. 

It was so decided and so held, not only by judicial authorities of 
the country, but by the constant practice of the House. It may bea 
certificate contained upon its face a prima facie case, but the practice 
is to go back of the certificate. When we canvass tle actual vote, 
which is the important matter, the result may be different from that 
to which the certificate bears witness. So far as that point is con- 
cerned we think it is clearly with Mr. Patterson, without going into 
the argument of the facts of the case. The mere withholding of the 
certificate does not operate to his prejudice when the House comes 
to sit in judgment on the case. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, a werd in conclusion. The ment I think 
has been illiberally made on the other side of the House by distin- 
guished gentlemen that there was a proposition here to disfranchise 
a member. I have heard no argument of that description. There is 
no proposition of that kind. From what I know of the personal 
character of Mr. Patterson he would not come here to usurp an office 
or a right which belonged to another. All he asks and has asked 
was that his claim might be taken into consideration, weighed with 
that of the contestant, and let the House decide in the usual mode 
whether he or the other is entitled to the seat. That is all of it. 

Now, another suggestion. I have heard it intimated there is a 
question of State rights here. That is held up as a raw head and 
bloody bones before this body, and some gentlemen get as frantic as 
a mad bull when a red rag is shaken in its face. Iama erste ae 
man, but I am also a people's man; and Isay here the greatest abuse 
of the people and the greatest advance upon their liberties have been 
in the aggressions of official power. It is encroachment after en- 
croachment, and after once seated in power the people are always 
those who suffer by the usurpation. I know how it has been iu other 
countries. Pardon me, I know something of it in this country where 
it has gone on from one de to another until it has reached almost 
the point when Lonis XIV exclaimed, “ The kingisthe state.” I ree- 
ognize no doctrine of that sort. I propose to strike through the 
machinations and arrogated powers of governors, and secretaries of 
state, and returning boards, and to march over them with the Con- 
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stitution of the United States as my banner, trampling down all tech- 
nical barriers to see what is the actual will of the people as expressed 
in the ballot-box. 

Mr. MILLS took the floor. 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentieman from Texas will yield to me, I will 
now move the House adjourn. 

Mr. MILLS. I will yield the floor with the understanding that I 
oat be entitled to it to-morrow morning when this subject is re- 
sum 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will be entitled to the floor after 
the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. Lask the gentleman from New York to with- 
hold the motion to adjourn for a few minutes, 

Mr. REAGAN. I also desire to move for the withdrawal of certain 


pa 
Mr. WOOD. I must decline to yield. 
And then (at three o’clock and twenty-five minutes p. m.) the House 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BAKER, of Indiana: Tlie petition of Mrs, Mary Bar and 
others, that she be granted a pension—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed. 

Also, petition of Robert M. Widney, for a pension—to the same 
committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of William H. Replogle, that he be granted a 
pension from the date of his discharge to the date of his enrollment 
us a pensioner—to the same committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Erasmus A. Cockett, for a pension—to the same 
committee, when appointed. , 

Also, the petition of Alexander M. Vinnedge, to be relieved from 
the sano of desertion—to the Committee on Militury Affairs, when 
appointed. 

8 the petition of Charles C. Reynolds, postwaster at Milford, 
Indi to have refunded to him the amount paid to the United 
States Government for postage-stamps which were stolen from the 
post-office at said town—to the Committee of Claims, when ap- 


ted. 

Also, the petition of James Collins, Nelson Austin, and Hector 
Phillips, of LaGrange County, Indiana, late members of Captain 
Hall’s scouts, of the One hundredth ment Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry, for compensation for extrahazardous services rendered dur- 
ing the late war—to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Hon. B. M. Moore and 26 others, 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, for the removal of all taxes upon matches—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed. 

By Mr. BELL: The petition of Joel A. Billups, executor of John 
Billups, deceased, for compensation for property purchased by United 
States Army officers—to the Committee of Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. BOYD: The petitions of the letter-carriers and of other 
citizens of Peoria, Illinois, for an increase of the salaries of letter- 
carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when 
appointed. j ; 

Also, the petition of Joseph F. Wilson, for indemnity for dispos- 
session of certain lands in Elkhart County, Indiana, through the 
agency of United States officials—to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. BRENTANO: The petition of the central body of the 
united trade unions of Chicago, Illinois, signed by its officers, and of 
6,132 persons residing in the States of Illinois, New York, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and California, 
that the homestead law be changed so as to bring its benefits within 
the reach of the poorest citizen of the cogntry, either by incorpo- 
rating in this law a elanse affording help to actual settlers for the 
first year, and making the assistance so furnished a loan at alow 
rate of interest for ten years, which may be made a prior lien on the 
homestead and its improvements, or snch amendment of the law as 
will give the desired relief—to the Committee on Appropriations, 
when appointed. * 

By Mr. BROGDEN: The petition of Sophia B. Moore, for compen- 
sation for resin and turpentine seized by the United States authori- 
ties at New Berne, North Carolina, in 1862—to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of J. D. McGill, for pay for adver- 
tising the sale of the United States navy-yard at Philadelphia, in the 
Geor; wn (District of Columbia) Courier—to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of William H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoofman, 
for compensation for the use of their mills in Alexandria, Virginia, 
during the war, by the United States—to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of James R. Denham and other let- 


ter-carriers, and of 150 other citizens of New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
for an increase of the salary of letter-carriers—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. DANFORD: The petition of Amos Hixon, of Archer, Ohio, 
for a pension—to the Committeeon Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
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By Mr. FRYE: The petition of Emery Pollard, for a pension—to the 
same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of citizens of Jersey City, 
New Jersey, that the petition of M. B. Bramhall for compensation for 
cotton seized by the United States be favorably considered—to tho 
Committee on War Claims, when eee 

Also, resolutions of the Board of Trade of Newark, New Jersey, for 
the repeal of the bankrupt law—to the same committee, when ap- 


pointed. 

By Mr. HARTZELL: The petition of James T. Christian and 77 
citizens of Illinois, that his name be restored to the pension-roll—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

By Mr. HOUSE: The petition of Abram Moore, for a pension—to 
the same committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of the letter-carriers of Nashville, Tennessee, for 
an increase of their salaries—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads, when a 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of citizens of Elmira, New 
York, for the repeal of the resumption act—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, when appointed. 

By Mr. LORING: The petition of E. A. Stocker and 250 other eiti- 
zens of Salem, Massachusetts, for an increase of the salaries.of letter- 
ere the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when 
appointed. 

Also, the petition of R. B. Reed and others, letter- carriers of Salem, 
Massachusetts, of similar import—to the same committee, when ap- 


pointed. 

By Mr. McCOOK: The petition of George C. Jenks, for compensa- 
tion for an alleged violation of his rights on the part of the Post- 
Office Department in the manufacture and use of drop-letter boxes 
with an improvement preventing the extraction of letters from said 
boxes, which improvement was invented and patented by him—to 
the Committee of Claims, when appointed. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petitions of John McGraw, John Sheiber, 
Daniel Donelly, Henry Reiriog, Hugh B. Mackin, and Michael Jack- 
on | a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when ap- 
pointed, 

Also, the petition of Michael Cobbley, for the removal of the charge 
of desertion—to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed. 

Also, the 88 of 1 Pensler, for an appropriation for the 
PA of his claim for the loss of a horse while in the service of the 

Sitan Staton Army—to the Committee on Military Affairs, when àp- 
pointed, 

By Mr. PRICE: The petitions of the letter-carriers, and of 1,406 
citizens of Davenport, lowa, for an increase of the salaries of letter- 
carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when 
appointed. 

y Mr. PRIDEMORE: The petition of Philip Rohr, for compensa- 
tion for tobacco taken by the United States Army—to the Committee 
on War Claims, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of William W. Mathews, for compensation for 
property taken by the United States Army—to the same committee, 
when appointed. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of Terrance Kirby, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, 

Also, the petition of Mary E. Campbell, of similar import—to the 
same committee, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Terrance Kirby, for compensation for a horse 
taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims, 
when e 

Also, the petition of J. D. Bond & Brother, to have refunded the 
amount ok as taxes on certain spirits burned at their distillery in 
Libary ounty, Tennessee—to the Committee of Claims, when ap- 
pointed. 

By Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia: The petition of Charles R. Stone 
and Mary A. Danforth, executors of Jacob Danforth, deceased, of 
Augusta, Georgia, to be relieved from a judgment of confiscation in 
the district court of the United States for the district of Kentucky, at 
Lonisville—to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of 1,400 citizens of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers— 
to the Committee on the Post-office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. VEEDER: The petition of the letter-carriers of Brooklyn, 
New York, of similar import—to the same committee, when appointed, 

By Mr. WAIT: The petition of Dwight W. Hakes, late first lieu- 
tenant and regimental quartermaster of the Eighteenth Regiment 
Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, for relief on account of the loss of 
public money—to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed. 

By Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania: The perio of Adam Smouse, 
fora pension—to the Committeeon Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Catharine Bowers, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of the State Medical 
Society of Kentucky, for the discontinuance of the tariff on quinine— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Hon. Henry Watterson, B. Frank Camp, and 
3,000 other citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, for an increase of the 
compensation of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, when appointed. J 

By Mr. WILLETS: ‘The petition of Pamelia Smith, daughter of 
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General Joseph R. Smith, deceased, late of the Regular Army, for a 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Hascall M. Cole, late first lieutenant Com- 
pany I, Eighteenth Regiment Michigan Volunteers, for relief against 
a claim of the Government for over-pay- to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, when gt 0 5 : 

Also, the petition of Elias B. Bell, late of Company E, Third Regi- 
ment West Virginia Cavalry, for the removal of the charge of deser- 
tion, and that he be granted a pension—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed. 3 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of Mrs. Annie M. Dudley, late widow 
of William H. Voorhies, alias William J. Brown, late of Company F, 
One hundred and fifty-ninth Regiment New York Volunteers, to have 
the charge of desertion removed from the record of her late husband 
—to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Henry Theysohn, late corporal Company H, 
Fifty-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers, for his pension to date 
from the day he received his injury—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Henry Weldon, for compensation for stores 
burned by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed. j 

Also, the petition of Samuel P. Todd, for compensation for losses 
while a purser in the United States Navy—to the Committee of 
Claims, when appointed. 


IN SENATE, 
THURSDAY, October 25, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Tuesday last was read and ap- 
proved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to a resolution of the 
Senate of the 18th instant calling on him for “his opinion in regard 
to the practicability and probable cost of removing the sunken wrecks 
at the entrance of the harbor of Pensacola, Florida,“ a communication 
from the Chief of Engineers and copies of reports on the subject from 
Captain A. N. Damrell, dated June 22 and July 24, 1877; Which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the 
Interior, transmitting, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 
22d instant, a copy of the report of the Government directors of the 
Union Pacific Railroad Company for the year ending June 30, 1877; 
which, on motion of Mr. CHAFFEE, was referred to the Committee on 
Railroads, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. McMILLAN presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Minnesota, in favor of the passage of a law by Congress granting to 
the State of Minnesota other lands within that State in lieu of lands 
of the State designated and known as “Salt Spring Lands,” in and 
to which there are any adverse claims by pre-emption filings, home- 
stead, cash, or scrip entries; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota, in favor of the establishment of a post-ronte from Elizabeth 
City, in Otter Tail County, to the town of Hawley, in Clay County; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-li 8. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota, in favor of the establishment of a semi-weekly post-route from 
the village of Spring Valley, in Fillmore County, Minnesota, to Ches- 
ter, Howard County, Iowa, a station upon the Milwaukee and Saint 
Paul Railroad; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices 
and Post-Roads, 8 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota, in favor of the of a law by Congress providing for 
the removal of the Mille Lac band of Chippewa hans to their per- 
manent reservation at White Earth; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota, in favor of the passage of a law by Congress providing for the 
reduction of the duties on foreign books; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota, in favor of an appropriation by Con for the erection of a 
1 nonas and steam fog-signal on Stannard’s Rock, Lake Superior; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota, in favor of the passage of a law by Con fixing the head of 
navigation of the Minnesota River at the mouth of Redwood River, in 
Redwood County, Minnesota; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I beg leave to say, Mr. President, that these 


joint resolutions were received by me during the special session of 
the Senate in the spring, but, not being in order then, they were not 
presented until this morning. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of Will- 
iam M. Harris and others, letter-carriers of Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia, praying for an increase of compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING presented a memorial of citizens and business men 
of New York, remonstrating against the repeal of the bankrupt law, 
and in favor of its amendment ; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of S. M. Parsons, of New York, pray- 
ing for the passage of a law providing that judgments of the United 
States courts shall be liens on real estate only under certain condi- 
tions; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Joseph P. Evans and oth- 
ers, letter-carriers of Petersburgh, Virginia, praying for an increase of 
compensation; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McPHERSON presented the petition of James B. Farrier and 
others, letter-carriers of Jersey City, New Jersey, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of W. H. Alden and other 
citizens of Burlington, Iowa, praying for an increase of compensation 
to letter-carriers; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. WHYTE presented the petition of James N. Craddick and 65 
others, letter-carriers of Baltimore City, Maryland, Praying for an 
increase of compensation and that the same may be fixed by law; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. WHYTE. I also desire to present the memorial of Anna Ella 
Carroll, of Maryland, praying for compensation for services rendered 
to the United States during the late eivil war. Imove that this petition 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; and, as it is an 
interesting petition, I move also that it be printed. 

The motions were agreed to. 

Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of H. S. Lee and others, citi- 
zens of Autauga and Dallas Counties, Alabama, praying for the 
establishment of a mail-route from Prattsville, by way of Kingston, 
to Jones’ Switch, in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of Freeman Sherman, prayin 
that he may be allowed a pension.on account of services rende 
by his son, Freeman A. Sherman, during the late war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. KERNAN. At the request of parties interested, without hav- 
ing any knowledge on the subject myself, I ask leave to introduce a 
bill for reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
111) re-establishing the court of commissioners of Alabama claims, 
and for the distribution of the unappropriated moneys of the Geneva 
award; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KERNAN. I also ask leave to introduce a bill on the same 
subject, at the request of partes concerned, 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
110) to provide for the further distribution of the moneys received 
under the Geneva award; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 7 75 to make an additional article of war; which 
8 twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 

Airs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 113) establishing certain post-roads in the State of 
Kansas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
‘mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MORGAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 114) to provide for the survey of a ship-chan- 
nel in the bay of Mobile, from the city of Mobile to the lower anchor- 
age; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 115) to establish certain post-routes in Alabama; 
which was read twico by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. r 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 116) authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to adjust and settle the debt due the United States by the 
State of Arkansas; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 117) for the relief of distillers of spirits by the 
refunding and repayment of moneys expended or pac and deposited 
by tbem for Tice meters; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. i 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
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duce a bill (S. No. 118) for the relief of Elizabeth Carson ; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. CONKLING (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 119) for the relief of Théophile 
Bruguier and John Goewey ; which was read twice by its title, and, 
vn = accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Indian 

a 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 

duce a bill (S. No. 120) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 

to issue an American er to the Canadian-built propel- 
ler East by the name of Kent; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLISON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 121) for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles E. Hedges; which was read twice by its title, and referred 


to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 122) granting a pension to John S. Corlett; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 123) to enable bona fide settlers upon the 
public lands of the United.States to locate upon and purchase a tract 
of timber land not exceeding forty acres to each settler; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 

duce a bill (S. No. 124) authorizing the construction of a first-class 
light-house at the mouth of Umpqua River, Pacific Ocean, Oregon 
coast; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 125) to change the name of the steamer George 
W. Elder to Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 126) to change the name of the steamer City of 
Chester to Portland; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 127) granting a pension to Selar B. Decker; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 128) granting a pension to Freeman Sherman; 
8 was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 

introduce a bill (S. No. 129) donating the military reservation of Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, to the city of Fort Smith for free schools; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 130) to establish a pension agency at Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALLACE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 131) to provide for the publication of the 
debates in the first Senate of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Printing. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 


Ordered, That the in the case of Théophile jer and John Goewe 
be taken from the files bE the Senate and rune 3 on Indian 
Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. ALLISON, it was 


Ordered, That the in the case of Charles E. Hed, be taken from the 
files of the Gemate aad sefecred to the Cousmsiites ant Kndina Affairs. 


Oratio TAIE ped eee case of the estate of John S. Miller be taken 
from the of the Senate and reforred to the Committee on Finance. 


On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 


Ordered, That Commander Robert F. R. Lewis, United States Navy, have leave 
to withdraw from the files of the Senato the peper accompanying his petition for 
restoration to his original position on the Naval Register. 


On motion of Mr. CHAFFEE, it was 


Ordered, That the pa in the case of Elisha Basse be taken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and in the case of George R. Dennis be taken 
from the files of the Benate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. I offer the following resolution, and ask to have 
it referred to the Committee on Rules: 


Resolved, That rule 47 be so amended as to provide for a standing committee on 
Banking and Currency, consisting of seven Senators. 


The resolution was referred to the Committee on Rules. 
SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


Mr. MITCHELL submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections on the contested cases 


of William Pitt Kellogg and Henry M. Spofford, claiming seats as Senators from 
the State of Louisiana, and whose credentials have been referred to such commit- 
be authorized to send for persons and papers, and administer oaths, with a 
view of enabling said committees to determine and report upon the title, respect- 
ively, on the merits, of each of said contestants to a seat in the Senate. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD REPORTS. 


Mr. THURMAN. [I offer the following resolution, and ask for its 
present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Sec of the Treasury be requested to furnish the Senate 
with copies of all reports made under and in purmuance of the twentieth section of 
the act of Con, entitled “An act to aid in the con: of a railroad and 
telegraph line from the river to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the 
N the use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes, approved 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there any objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ihave none; quite the reverse; but I wish tosug- 
gest to the Senator from Ohio that the immemorial practice of the 

mate in calling on the heads of Departments, is to “ direct” them 
to furnish information instead of leaving it to their discretion. Be- 
sides, I wish to suggest that probably the same call had better be 
made on the Secretary of the Interior, to whom, I think, certain re- 
ports of the Government directors and, perhaps, other reports are 
made, and with whom they are filed, possibly. 

Mr. THURMAN. The twentieth section of the act requires them 
to be made to the Secretary of the Treasury, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes. I am not sure, but I had the impression 
that in some way some of these reports, either rightly or TRT, 
pare boen filed in the Interior Department. Perhaps I am mistaken 
about that. 

Mr. THURMAN. In order that we may find out how that is, let 
the resolution lie on the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator from Ohio pardon the 
Chair when he 8 to him that a report of the Government 
directors of the has already come to the Senate this morning 
from the Secretary of the Interior? 

Mr. THUR. . The resolution does not call for the report of the 
Government directors alone. The companies themselves are required 
by the twentieth section of the charter, the act of 1862, to make certain 
detailed reports annually to the Secretary of the Treasury. If the 
direction has been changed to the Secretary of the Interior, it has 
escaped my observation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think, Mr. President, it has been so changed; 
and my honorable friend from New Hampshire, [Mr. RoLLINS,] who 
is more familiar with that matter than either of us probably, so un- 
derstands it also; and I was thinking that I had seen these reports 
in the office of the Secre of the Interior, but I may be mistaken. 

Mr. THURMAN. I will let the resolution lie on the table for the 
9 875 until I find out how that is. Then I will ask the Senate to 

e it up. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT, The resolution will lie over. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. No unfinished business coming over 
from the previous session of the Senate, what is the further pleasure 
of the Senate ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, it seems impossible, until the House 
is more thoroughly organized by the appointment of its committees, 
to get sufficient work to occupy the Senate more than twenty minutes 
a day; and, with a view of waiting until there is some business for 
its consideration, I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be 
to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. Unless there be, as there seems not to be, some- 
thing to be commended to the Senate, I move that the Senate do now 

ourn. 
he motion was agreed to; and (at twelve o’clock and twenty-five 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, October 25, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
JOHN Polisar, D. D. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM COLORADO, 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. MILLs] is enti- 
tled to the floor on the question pending at the adjournment on Mon- 
day last. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the certificate presented by James B. Belford, and the certified 
abstracts of votes cast upon the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for Representa- 
tive to the Forty-fifth Congress, and 8 pont presented by Thomas 

Patterson, upon which each claims the offico resentative to the Forty- 
fifth Congress of the United States from the State of Colorado, be referred to the 
Committee of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, with instructions to said com- 
mittee to report either as to the prima facie right or final right of said claimants 
as the committee shall deem proper, and that neither claimant be sworn in until 


said committee shall report. 


— 


ce 
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Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, there seem to be three questions which 
present themselves as proper to be considered in the investigation of 
the right of Mr. Belford to take his seat. The first one is, Is the cer- 
tificate of election, signed by the proper officer of the State, sufficient 
authority to entitle a member to take his seat? The second one is, 
Has the governor of the State lawful power to revise his action, once 


having given his certificate of election? Thethird one is, Asa question 
of fact, does the certificate in this case present a prima facie case, enti- 
tling the applicant to a seat? 

In the discussion of the question of the admission of the two gen- 
tlemen from South Carolina a few days ago, I took the position that 
the credentials, regularly signed by the officers of the State, entitled 
the party to admission upon this floor in the first instance, and that 
such bad been almost the unbroken line of precedent from the foun- 
dation of the Government. I took the further position that the gov- 
ernor of the State once having signed the credentials of a member 
of Congress, bas exhansted the power intrusted to him, and has no 
more control over the subject than any other citizen of the State. 
On these two positions sharp issue has been taken with me by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. CHALMERS,] recently admitted 
among us, and who represents with so much credit one of the dis- 
tricts of his State. I make bold to re-affirm the positions I took, and 
I will maintain them to-day by authority. I stated that before the 
war, or except in time when the storm of passion dominated the coun- 
sels of this House, there was scarcely an instance where members of 
Congress had not been admitted upon this floor upon the duly ac- 
credited authority from the governor of his State. The first author- 
ity 1 will refer the House to is from McCrary’s Laws of Elections, 
section 209: 

Where the statute gives the governor of a State the power, and makes it his duty, 
to commission the person elected to an office, the eee of a commission by him 
confers a vested right upon the person commissioned, which nothing but a judicial 
decision can take away or authorize the governor to recall. 

It conferred upon him a vested right, and nothing but a judicial 
decision, or a trial where both sides were heard—where each is con- 
fronted with the witnesses for and against him in an open trial—can 
divest him of the right the commission confers upon hi Section 
210 says: 

The person duly commissioned must exercise the functions of the office until, 
upon an investigation upon the merits it is judicially determined otherwise. 

In section 213, after commenting upon certain cases that had come 
before Congress, the author of this work closes the section in the fol- 
lowing language : 

And this ruling is according to the weight of authority in the House, while it 
has the support not only of reason and sound policy but of an almost unbroken 
line of judicial decisions, extending far back through our history as a nation. 

The language that [ used certainly must have been taken from a 
reading of that section for it is almost identical with the language 
of the author of this work. I will next call the attention of the 
House to section 218: 

The princi and almost the only case, oo the lower Honse of Congress 


has ever denied to a person holding regular tials the right to be sworn and 
to take his seat pending the contest, is the celebrated New Jersey ape 


where one set of claimants had the governor’s certificate and the 

other the certificate of the secretary of state. Neither set were ad- 

mitted. In that case both political parties were so nearly divided 

that the admission of either set determined the party control of the 

House in favor of the successful side. It was a temptation beyond 

the power of resistance and the precedents yielded to the lust of 
wer. 2 

Without commenting further on that case, I will read the closing 

sentenees of this section: 
ee eee e never a been ein — a 3 It is Kad 
e wrong, and as a precedent so exceedi rous, t 
ae hesitated. to disregard it entirely on overt — when the 83 has 
sen. 

In section 221, the same author says: 

There can be no doubt but that a certificate of election, regular in form and 
signed by the proper 2 constitutes prima facie evidence of title to the 
oftice, which can only be set e by such proceedings for contesting the election 
as the law provides, 

In section 223, it is said: 


The certificate, therefore, must be regarded as evidence of the election of the 
person named therein, so far conclusive that it cannot be attacked except in the 
ordinary mode provided for contesting, but it is not evidence of the ifications 
of the person named. The presumption always is, that a person chosen to an 
office is 8 to Hill it, and it is never incumbent upon nim to provo his oligi- 
bility. The certificate of election does not add to this resumption, but simply 
leaves it where the law places it, and he who denies the oly bility of a person who 
is certified to be elected must take the burden of proving that he is not eligiblo. 

Now, sir, the only exception made by the author of this book is 
upon the point of qualification ; and I submit toevery lawyer in this 
House that the position is a bare-faced absurdity. He says the cer- 
tificate carries the presumption that all the requirements of the law 
had been complied with, but it does not carry the presumption that 
the officer elected was qualified to hold the position. And then he 
contradicts himself in the next sentence by saying that ineligibility 
is never presumed, but the party charging it mnst prove it. 

The same question of qualification—the qualification of a voter 
was before the House in a case some years ago. It was charged that 
a certain party had been elected to Congress by alien votes; and 
when one party proved that the voters were foreigners they said that 


they had proved all of the affirmative of an issue that they could 
prove, and that they could not be held to prove a negative, and that 
the burden of proving the naturalization of the foreigner devolved 
sem the other side, upon the plausible principle that the affirmative 
of an issue must be proved by him who asserts it. 

But it was held, and rightly held too, that every fact tending to 

isqualify a man must be proven by him who asserted it; that noin- 
tendment could be indulged that deprived a man of his elective 
franchise. It is perfectly natural that the author of this book should 
have made this exception, (which he does not sustain by the citation 
of a single authority,) because he was a of the Congress of the 
United States that for years by his votes in this Hall, in conjunction 
with those of his partisan friends, kept out whole delegations from 
the Southern States upon the ch that they were not loyal to the 
Government. The Constitution of the United States fixes the quali- 
fications of a member of Con and this Honse and the Senate 
determined, many years that no power can add additional quali- 
fications to those im in the Constitution. The Constitution of 
the United States requires that every member coming here, taking 
his seat, shall take an oath to support it. That is the test of loyalty 
that it imposes. None other can be added without doing violence to 
that instrament. But the party to which the author of this work be- 
longed, and of which he was a distinguished leader in this House for 
many years after the war, did persistently Sony ees to Repre- 
sentatives on the pretense of disloyalty to the Government, but really 
because they were not loyal to his party. It was too much to expect 
of human nature that he would, in writing a book, condemn his 
whole political life. Pride of character demanded some sort of justi- 
fication, and he has furnished it as best he coald. 

Disabilities are never presumed, as he abundantly admits, and his 
statement that a Representative duly accredited may be refused his 
seat upon the mere change of disqualification is unsupported by any 
law anywhere outside of the records of Congress. But the citation 
by the gentleman from Mississippi does not support his cause, for there 
was no charge of disloyalty against either of the claimants. They 
were both loyal to the Government and loyal to the party in power; 
and this point settled, every point is settled that could be made 
against them, for as the author says, in section 222: 

The regular certificate of election properly signed is, as we have seen, to be 
taken as sufficient to authorize the m holding it to beswornin. Itis prima 
Jacie evidence of his election, and the only evidence thereof which can be consid- 
var in the first instance and in the course of the organization of a legislative 

y- 

I refer to an early case decided in 1795, where a member of Congres 
from Maryland came and presented letters from the governor of the 
State, or from his secretary, and a letter from a former member of 
Congress who had resigned, stating that the bearer had been elected 
in his stead. Mr. James Madison, who was then a member of Con- 

ss from Virginia, the father of democracy as well as the father of 
the Constitution, when the claimant presented himself and demanded 
his seat— 

Observed that there was, first, a letter from Mr. Forrest declaring his seat vacant 
and that Mr. Edwards was elected and, second, a letter from the executive of 

land to the same effect. These he thought sutiicient evidence, prima facie, 
to admit the gentleman to his seat, though not to support him in a contested.eleo- 
tion without further proof.—l Contested Elections, 93. 

The applicant was not admitted on that testimony, but the case 
was referred to a committee, and I believe on thesame day the creden- 
tials regularly accrediting the member came by mail and were laid 
before Congress. A report was presented, which says: 

That it appears cate si, by the governor of the State of Mary- 
land, in 83 K of ap said Stace that Be amin Edwarda was 
duly elected to serve in the House of Representatives of the United Statea, in the 
place of Uriah Forrest, who had resigned his seat, 

That the resignation of Uriah Forrest satisfactorily appears from his letter of 
the 24th December, directed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

* Resolved, Thatin the opinion of the committee Benjamin Edwards ia entitled to 
take a seat in this House as one of the Representatives from the State of Maryland, 
in the room of Uriah Forrest.” 

The objections to the admission of Mr. Edwards ceased at once 
when a regular certificate was presented under the signature of the 

zovernor and the seal of the State. No one dreamed that he could 
55 denied his seat a moment longer. 

I refer now to Cushing’s Parliamentary Law, section 229: 

The right to assumo the functions of a member in the first instance and to par- 
ticipate in the preliminary gs and organization depends wholly and exc!n- 
sively upon the return or certificate of election, those persons who have been de- 

elected and are duly returned being considered as members until their cloc- 
tion is investigated and set aside and those who are not so returned being oxcinded 
from exercising the functions of members, even though duly elected, until their 
election is investigated and their right admitted. 

I refer now to an early case in Massachusetts, in 1784: 


Where, in a petition against an election. the member returned was cha: with 
having obtained his election “by bribery” and by corrupting the minds of as man. 
as he could by spirituous liquors and by other improper and illegal methods, om 
evidence was offered in support of the charge, it was held that the House had no 
constitutional on to suspend the member from acting as such until the matter 
of the charge been heard and determined. 


In that case the party was first refused admission, and then a com- 
mittee was raised and the question was referred to the committee to 
decide whether they had the lawful power to deny the right of rep- 
resentation. That was atatime before Massachusetts had forgotten 
her own history and the blood that was shed at Lexington and Con- 
cord in vindication of this sacred right; it was while her memory 
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was still fresh and this right was still vivid in her affection. The 
committee decided then in this language : 
In the afternoon the committee reported as their unanimous opinion that “ for 


the house to proceed to suspend a member duly returned, merely on the allegation 


of a number of individuals, be that number greater or leas, is altogether repugnant 


to the principles of the constitution and the spirit of all free governments, and, in 
its consequences, might deprive every member of the Legislature of those essen- 
tial rights which by the constitution are secured to every citizen of this Common- 
wealth; which report was agreed to; and it was therefore voted that the resolve 
sus ing Mr. Pratt be reconsidered and that he be informed thereof. 


The principle was never expressed in clearer language, nor was it 
ever more aptly put before a deliberative body than it was in that 


ringing resolution. 

In the Twenty-ninth Con Mr. McConnell and Mr. Yancey were 
members from Alabama and Mr, Yell from Arkansas. After the first 
session Mr. McConnell died, Mr. Yancey resigned, and Mr. Yell went 
into the Army. At the next session, while their names were still on 
the rol] and the House unnotified of the changes that had taken place, 
Mr. Bowden, Mr. Cottrell, and Mr. Newton presented themselves as 
their successors, with certificates in due form, stating upon their faces 
that they had each been elected to fill a vacancy. It was contended 
by some that the Honse did not know but that their predecessors were 
still members of Congress. Their names were still upon the roll, and 
all the knowledge the House had informed it that they were still 
members of the Twenty-ninth Congress. On the other hand it was 
contended that the certificates of the governors in the hands of their 
successors stated that they were elected to fill vacancies; that it was 
the certificate of the State in due form and must be respected; that 
it was authority amply sufficient to entitle them to seats, and they 
were seated. In the course of the debate Mr. Schenck said: 


The immediate question to be resolved is the right of Mr, Newton to take his 
scat at this time upon the credentials which ho has presented. He thought there 
could bo no reasonable doubt of that right; certainly none if respect was to be prid 
to the uniform practice of the House in all time heretofore. 


And again— 


The prima facie case in such instances had always been considered sufficient and 
conclusive as to the right to take the seat, whatever might follow afterwards upon 
the question as to whether a vacancy had existed to be filled or not. The State 
determines that for itself and sends the successor and the House acts upon the 
weight of presumption which then arises in favor of the member-elect. 


Mr. Schenck concluded his argument with the hope that the House 
would not, by refusing Mr. Newton his seat or to permit him to be sworn 
in immediately, ‘‘do anything that might look like a disposition to 


disturb a wholesome, reasonable, clear, and long-settled practice of 


this House.” 

Mr. Kerr, afterward Speaker of this House, held the same doc- 
trine in a case from Colorado in reference to the election of a Dele- 
gate. Said Mr. Kerr: 


These are the facts upon which the claimants respectively insist that the right 
to a seat should in the first instance bo determined. We submit, therefore, that 
the prima facie title isin A.C. Hunt. The certificate held by him is ox in 
the usual form by the only officer having authority to issue the same, and is at- 
tested by the proper officer. It alleges, in comprehensively apt and proper words, 
the existence of every material fact necessary to sustain such a certificate. Its 
language does not admit of any other construction without a tortuous disregard of 
tho pues ooa mon and accepted meaning of words and of established rules of in- 
terpretation. 

Jo have been duly elected,” in accordance with the laws of Congress and of the 
Territory of Colorado, certainly excludes the conclusion that the recipient of such 
a certificate could have received lesz than the highest number of votes. It is alike 
demanded by reason and authority that the words used shall be taken in their most 
common and recogn acceptation, and that every fair, reasonable inference shall 
be made in favor of the prima facie sufficiency of the paper, and even if the terms 
used were ambiguons, that such a meaning should be aflixed to them as would be 
most suitable to the subject-matter and pu of the certificate. Applying these 
rules to the case in hand, a right to the seat would seem to be very clearly in Mr. 
Hunt until the contest shall have been examined on its merits. 

The certificate awarded to Mr. Hunt by the governor, in this case, is almost 
identical in form with those generally given by governors of States to Representa- 
tives-elect to 8 which have always been holden to be sufficient, prime Jaré: 

It cannot with legal force or eee riety be insisted that such a certificate, when 
exeented by the governor of a tory, should contain any more extensive recit- 
als of facts than when executed by the governomof a State. In either case its 
substantial and reasonablo purpose is attained if it states that the holder of it is 
duly elected according to law. Such a certificate constitutes sufficient evidence of 
a valid election, prima facie, at first impression, and without submitting evidence 
of complete title as st all men. 


I call the attention of the House and the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi particularly to the case of Wells ts. Trego, 47 Penn. R., 296, 
which was a case growing out of a controversy in reference to the 
organization of a legislative body as this was. There were persons 
holding prima facie cases as in this, and they demanded a right to 
participate in the organization of the body as in this. The supremo 
court held that some legislative bodies, like the municipal govern- 
ments of cities, were under law, and some like the supreme Legisla- 
tures of the States and Federal Government were not under law. 
Chief-Justice Lowrie in delivering the opinion said: 

In all cases of this kind, at least in all bodies that are under law, the law is, 
that where there has been an authorized election for the oflice in controversy, the 
certificate of election, which is sanctioned by law or usage, is the prima facie 
written title to the office, and can be set aside only by a contest in the forms pre- 
‘scribed by law. This is not now disputed. 

And the learned chief-justice very aptly adds: 

The courts can never apply it to divisions in the supreme Legislature, because 
that body is subject to no judicial authority and caunot be. They, too, ought to 
adhere to this rule, for order and regularity are always worthy of respect, e ee 


cially go in cases where there is no authority that can enforce their claims. But we 
not dwell on this point, for it is admitted that this rule is the test of legitimate 
organization. 

Now, sir, there is a strong reason for that doctrine. When we meet 
here to organize this House every Representative who comes regu- 
larly accredited from his State is the peer of every other on this floor. 
What right has one member on this floor enjoying its rights and priv- 
ileges to tell another to stand aside and not take his seat to represent 
his constituents, when he comes and presents credentials precisely like 
hisown? I confess that a Representative has some right; but when 
the mere personal right of the Representative is to be compared to 
the political right of his constituency to representation in this House, 
it falls into utter insignificance; it continues to w less the longer 
we look at it, until it recedes in the distance and is lost in invisibili- 
ty. It was the doctrine of our fathers that it is essential to the exist- 
ence of free government that election shall be free and representation 
shall be equal. 

Tell me, pray, what right a gentleman from New York has, when 
he and I have the same credentials from the respective governors of 
our States to come upon this floor to enjoy its right and privileges 
for the protection of our constituents, to tell me, when I appear, to 
stand aside? Who made him the judge of the right of my constit- 
uency to participate in the organization of the House? Who gavo 
him the power to determine by the mere act of his volition that my 
ge should have no share with his in the election of the offi- 
cers of this House, or in the formation of the laws by which they are 
to be 3 as well as his? That power has been exercised here, 
but I g some gentleman to inform me from whence its authority 
comes. I denounce the act as a bold usurpation unsupported by any 
pretense of rightful authority. * 

It was done the other day; if it had been done in my case I should 
have refused and brought the contest before the House. 

Suppose we grant that a member has that right; if he can make 
one gentleman stand aside he can make a dozen stand aside. If the 

ntleman has the right to demand that a member from South Caro- 

ina or Mississippi or Texas shall stand aside, then he can make all the 
members from all the States in the Union stand aside. He can object 
to their being sworn in, and make them stand aside until he can or- 
ganizethe Houseof Representatives himself, and then he can vote alone 
and determine who shall be admitted and who shall be rejected. 

We have a law in the Revised Statutes conferring upon the Clerk 
of the House the judicial power to determine what certificates are in 
compliance with the laws of the States, and those who come here so 
accredited are declared by that law to be the holders of the prima facie 
rights to seats and are entitled to o ize this House. e Clerk is 
forbidden to pnt the names of any others vo the roll and when he 
has arranged that roll and passed upon it the question then becomes 
a judicial question, to be settled only by appealing to the House of 
Representatives; not by an appeal to any member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, but to the House itself. Who is the House? All the 
members present pened) proper certificates after they are sworn in 
and have organized for business by the election of offlonte: Then it 
has the power to judge and to render judgment upon each of its mem- 
bers. But until it is organized no member has any power whatever 
over another, and any attempt to exercise it is a bold and most dan- 
gerous assumption of authority. 

Under the Constitution of the United States the House is made the 
judge of the election, returns, and qualifications of its members; it 
is the House, not one of its members, It is the organized body, pre- 
sided over by a Speaker and having a Clerk to record its proceed- 
ings, It is commanded to keep a journal; without a Clerk it cannot 
doit, Its will can only be taken upon the motions which the Speaker 
puts, As the organization of the House proceeds, and before its 
members are qualified for transacting business by taking the oath of 
office, some gentleman by objections excludes one-half or two-thirds 
of its membership, or all but himself if he gets the floor first. Why, 
sir, that is a confiscation of the right of representation; it is worso 
than a bill of attainder; for it punishes where there is no sort of 
guilt. It is an absolute denial of the right of representation with- 
out a hearing and without trial. By that means you may drive all our 
constituencies from this floor. It is the hundreds and thousands of 
American people who are interested in this question; it is not a mere 
question of who shall sit here and make speeches and vote and draw 
salary. It is a fundamental right of the ple; and the question 
when made is whether they shall be admitted to this Hall and allowed 
to have their votes cast in the organization of this House, to say how 
it shall be organized, who shall preside over it, and to enjoy to the 
fullest extent every privilege through their Representative that is 
enjoyed ee every other Representative on this floor. 
fy 7 CHALMERS. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt 

im 

Mr. MILLS. Certainly, with pleasure. 

Mr. CHALMERS, The gentloman has given authorities on the one 
side; has he the authorities on the other side? 

Mr. MILLS, I have not seen any. 

Mr. CHALMERS. Will the gentleman pardon me if I give him 
the authorities on the other sidat 

Mr. MILLS. If it will not be taken out of my time. 

Mr. CHALMERS. Ithink the gentleman should have taken time 
before he overran the lino of precedents, as I think he did the otber 


— — yee 
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sey I ask permission to show the line of authorities on the other 
side, 


Mr. MILLS. If it does not come out of my time I have no objec- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. It will come ont of the gentleman’s time. 

Mr. MILLS. Then I cannot yield, for I haye no time. The gen- 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. CHALMERS] took issne with me again 
on the other proposition which I cited ; that is, that an officer being 
empowered once to discharge a certain prescribed duty, having exer- 
cised the anthority conferred upon him, has exhausted the power; 
he is as destitute as though he had never had it. And if he again 
3 to exercise that power, it is a usurpation, and all his acts 
are void. 

The gentleman from Mississippi says he was not astonished to hear 
that sort of doctrine come from the republican side of the House, but 
he was astonished to hear it come from this side of the House. Sir, 
this is a question of law; it is not a question of republicanism or 
of democracy ; it is a question of law and as old as civilization itself. 
Before I get through I will show the gentleman an authority from 
his own supreme court on that subject. First, I refer him to page 
75 of Cushing’s Manual of Parliamentary Law, where it is stated 
that the elector having by the first exercise exhausted his authority 
he had nothing further to do with the election. It is a rule founded 
in the wisest public policy. Without it there could be no law but 
anarchy, there could be no government but force, Without it there 
would be no end of contention. Without this salutary rule no right 
could ever be acquired or held. The rule applies to every officer who 
is clothed with any sort of judicial discretion. In the language of 
Mr, Cushing: 

It is an established rule that when an election has been effected the right of the 


clectors is exhausted, and they have no further power in the matter, either to 
revoke the election or to make a further choice. 


I refer next to Brightly’s Election Cases, page 307, a case in which 
Chief-Justice Denio, of the court of appeals of New York, delivered 
the opinion. He was elected by the democracy of New York. I 
will read only the head-note, for I have not time to go farther into 
the case: 

The common council having once legally canvassed the returns of the election 
for mayor, have exhausted their power, and cannot subsequently reverse their 
decision by making a different determination. 

On page 575 will be found the case of Ewing agains’ Thompson, 
from the supreme court of Pennsylvania, in which Mr. Justice Stong 
says: 

The power of the governor to revoke a commission once issued to an officer, not 
removable at the pleasure of the governor, may well be denied; even where he 
has the power of appointment of such an officer, an appointment once made is 
irrevocable ; much more, it would seem, is a commission issued by him incapable 
of being recalled or invalidated by himself when the ge gery Hains is located 
elsewhere, and when his act, in issuing the commission, is not retionary with 
him but is only the performance of a ministerial duty. 


I will also give the Honse the decision of Chief-Justice Marshall 
in the celebrated éase of Marbury against Madison, with which all 
lawyers are familiar: 

Where an officer is removable at the will of the Executive, the cirenmstance 
which completes his appointment is of no concern, because the act is at any time 
revocable, and the commission may be arrested if still in the office; but where an 
officer is not removable at the will of the Executive, the appointment is not revo- 
cable and cannot be annulled; it has conferred legal rights which cannot be re- 
sumed. The discretion of the Executive is to be exercised until the appointment 
has been made; but, having once made the ap tment, his power over the office 
is terminated in all cases where, by the law, the officer is not removable by him; 
the right to the oflice is then is the person appointed, and he has the absolute, 
unconditional power of accepting or rejecting it. 

Now let me call the attention of the House toa case decided in the 
supreme court of Mississippi. The decision was rendered by Associate 
Justice Yerger, of that State, as profound and learned in his A stot 
sion as any jud who ever sat upon her bench, except Chief-Jnstice 
Sharkey. In the case of Thomas rs. Borrows, 23 Miss. R., 550, the 
court decided, where the probate court had appointed a guardian 
who was still acting it could not appoint another, and Judge Yerger 
said: 

This being the case, had the probate court any power to make another appoint- 
ment? We think not. Tho act Sens Narcissa Hope gnardian at the Feb- 
rnary term, 1835, exhausted the w 7 4. the probata court in the premises. 
While that appointment remained, and until the removal of Mrs. Hope in the man- 
ner prescribed by law, sho had the sole and entire right to control, late, and 
manage the estate of the minor; and the order appointing Walker, under the cir- 
cumstances, was coram non judice and void, 

Judge Green, one of the purest and most eminent lawyers that ever 
sat upon the supreme bench of Tennessee, rendering the decision of 
that court, in 6 Yerger, 463, held the same dootrine, and said: 

In conferring the appointment upon her, the court exhausted ita power and could 
not confer any right to act as upon the plaintiff until the removal of the 
former guardian, and then, and not before, the right to act upon the subject should 
bo resumed. 

And so if this House, in the exercise of its power to judge, should 
remove the holder of the certificate of election and declare the seat 
vacant, then an election would be held again and the rightful power 
of giving the certificate of eleetion would be resumed by the gov- 
ernor. But it could not be lawfully exercised until the incumbent 
should be removed. 

J wonld also refer to the case of Crisman rs. Anderson, a contested- 
clection case determined in this House, and to be found reported in the 


second volume of Contested Election Cases, page 330. In this case 
the board of canvassers had attempted to correct. by a second certifi- . 
cate an error which had occurred before they gave their first. This 
second certificate went to the State board of canvassers consisting 
of Charles S. Morehead, James Harlan, and some other gentlemen ; but 
when I mention the names of Charles S. Morehead and James Harlan 
every Kentuckian knows that I mention the names of t lawyers. 
What was theirdecision? After reviewing the case, they, in a few 
lines near the conclusion of their decision, nse this language: 

We think, therefore, it is clear, when the county board have acted on the poll- 
A teers ts ͤ AT thie ci TAASI M EAE tek tig hen PA CA 
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to recall or change those certificates, f 


In the case of Hunt es. Chilcatt, third volume Contested Elections, 
page 164, Mr. Scofield, in reporting the case to the House, says that 
the certificate of Chilcatt is issued by the governor. five months sub- 
roquen: to the certiticate of the governor to Hunt, and reports as fol- 
ows: 

The committee are of the opinion, as held in the case of Todd and Jane, that this 

wer having been once exercised by the proper officer cannot be again exercised 

y his successor, and therefore Mr. Chilcatt was not entitled prima facie to a seat 
as Delegate. 

Mr. Kerr, Speaker of this House in the Forty-fourth Congress, in 
his report on the same case, said of Chilcatt's certificate: 

At the time it was executed the authority to issue a certificate of election had 
been formally exercised by the rightful governor of the Territory. That authority 
could not be again exercised in reference to the result of the samo election by 
another officer, who might by mere accident become temporarily entitled to actas 
governor. 

And on page 550 of the same volume, in the contested case of Reed 
vs. Hoge, Mr. RANDALL, the present Speaker of the House, in speak- 
ing on the same subject, says: 

But as to power regardless of time. we deem the true rule to be that when an 
official act is in itself completed, and other subsequent official acts of the same or 
other officers have based upon such completed act, it may not be retracted. 

And in Wallace vs. Simpson, in the same volume, page 562, the 
same gentleman, in reporting in that case, quotes and re-affirms the 
same langnage. y 

I take it that this ground is settled and cannot be unsettled; for 
to unsettle it is to disturb the whole order of society. It is a maxim 
familiar to every ga bs that there must be an end to litigation. If 
the officer having authority to pass judgment in certain cases can 
disregard and set aside all prior decisions upon the question, then 
nothing can ever be determined. The of society, the rights of 
property, the security of person, all the interests of the State, demand 
that by adherence to settled decisions there shall be an end to con- 
troversy. Hence, where the law confers authority upon certain per- 
sons to do certain things, and they do these things, it is the end of 
the matter; if there is to be any revision the question must go to a 
higher tribunal, just as a prima facie case, coming before the House 
when it is organized, is referred to 2 committee to be investigated, 
both sides are heard, and the question is decided by the House upon 
it merits. 

I leave these two positions assumed by me and denied by the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [ Mr. CHALMERS] with the House and cheerfully 
abide its judgment. If Jam in error, I am at least in the footsteps 
of a long line of 3 lawyers and statesmen. 

I must pass on to the third branch of this case. Is Mr. Belford 
entitled to be seated? If his certificate, upon its face, shows a sub- 
stantial compliance with law and is properly attested by the seal of 
the State, and if there is no recital upon the face of the certificate 
which renders it inoperative and void, then it is his right to be sworn 
in with the rest. It is not only his right, but a greater right, reach- 
ing down far deeper than the mere personal right, that concerns him. 
It is a question as to the right of his constituents to representation. 
This, sir, is a right that rests on the very foundation of our political 
system. The right of representation is the bedrock of popular lib- 
erty. The reverence of English-speaking people for it and their de- 
votion to it are historical and traditional. If the people of Colorado 
have complied with the law and have so certified their Representa- 
tive here, he is entitled to be admitted; and if we refuse him admis- 
sion we deny to them the right to be represented here. If they have 
not complied with the law and their Representative is not admitted, 
they deny themselves the right. When we meet to organize the House 
each coustitueney is on an equal footing. Each has an equal right 
to participate with the others. No Representative has the right to 
take his seat and exclude another from the-same privilege, The onl 
requirement is that each shall come duly accredited by the la 
authority of his State. When he so comes he is the peer of every 
other on the floor; and if he is then denied the equal peelings of 
this floor it is not his loss merely, but the loss of a greater right by 
his constituency. The first duty of the duly accredited Representa- 
tives is to organize the House, and in that organization cach has an 
equal right. 

After each one bearing the legal credentials of his State has been 
sworn in and the House organized, then it becomes the duty of the 
House, in the letter and spirit of the Constitution, to “judge of the 
election, returns, and qualifications of its members.” If Mr. Belford 


comes with the legal certificate of his official character I will vote to 
admit him. If he does not so come he is not entitled to admission 
and I will vote for his exclusion. In testing this question I will 
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look alone to the face of his certificate. We have nothing to do with 
any evidence that lies beyond this. The certificate is presumed to 
be trne, because it is given by a sworn officer in the discharge of 


official duty. If it is presumed to be true, everything that contra- 
dicts it is presumed to be false till on a trial on the merits it is 
overthrown. For the purpose of this investigation no extraneous 
evidence can be brought in either to 8 or oppose it. The 
certificate says he was aiy elected to the Forty-fifth Congress at an 
election held on the 3d day of October, 1876. Could he be duly 
elected on that day ? Our Government is one of laws. The will of 
the people is the supreme law, and that will is expressed by law pre- 
scribed for that purpose. They have designated certain days when 
that will shall be inquired of, and all others are excluded. The Con- 
stitution—the highest written law—says that “ the times, places, and 
manner of holding elections for Senators and Representatives shall 
be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof ; but the Con- 

may at any time by law make or alter such regulations.“ From 
the reading of this provision it is evident to my mind that the para- 
mount power is in Congress and the subordinate power in the State 
Legislatures. A different view of this subject was entertained by 
some of our greatest statesmen a number of years ago, but I never 
could seo any substantial reason for it. 

The power of Congress is unquestionably the highest power, and 
Congress has exercised that power and prescribed the time of electing 
Representatives. Con “by law” has made a uniform rule for all 
the States, and has designated “the Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November in each year.” ‘The election in Colorado was on the 3d 
day of October and therefore void. The certificate affirmatively 
shows this fact upon its face, and to that extent qualifies the gèn- 
eral statement in the certificate ma i was S Tay bee ee it 
is argued by gentlemen supporting his claim that Congress p: an 
enabling ack ee oaao to elect a member of Congress on 
a different day, and that that act isso far a repeal of the general 
law. By an examination of the enabling act we find in the sixth sec- 
tion the following: 


That the new State shall be entitled to one Representative, who with the State 
officers shall be elected 


on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution and 
to be fixed by the constitutional convention. 

The Constitution says that Congress must fix the time or the Legis- 
lature of the State must do it. This grant to the convention is void 
because forbidden by the Constitution. Congress only exercises dele- 
gated powers and cannot delegate them in. Congress can either 
exercise the power and prescribe the time by designating the day or 
let it alone altogether. The convention of Colorado had just the 
same power to prescribe the time without autbority from Con 
that it had with it, and that was none at all. The Constitution gave 
Congress the right to do it itself, not to authorize some other tribunal. 
The Legislature of Colorado had the same right without authority 
of Congress that it would have had with it. 

It had full authority until Congress, in the exercise of its higher 
authority, took the power away from the Legislature. If Congress 
had said that the day should be fixed by the Legislature of Colorado, 
it would simply have been declaratory of the power already existing 
in the Legislature, and would not have added a dust to the weight of 
its authority. The legislative authority was ample and full unless 
Congress acted itself by prescribing the time. Gentlemen contend that 
Congress has the power to admit new States, and may prescribe 
whatever formula it pleases for that admission, but it is submitted 
that whatever that formula may be it must be in subordination to 
every provision of the Constitution. Con has power to regulate 
commerce, but it must not authorize as a part of that regulation the 
imposition of duties on exports, nor give ee to the ports of 
one State over those of another, nor compel vessels bound to or from 
one State to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. Congress has 

wer to exercise exclusive legislation in this District, but that legis- 
Tation must not contain bills of attainder, ex post facto laws, or a 
denial of the right of trial by jury or of bail. The power to admit 
new States is the power to bring them in under the Constitution just 
as they have to live under the Constitution. It is a contradiction in 
terms to say that Congress can prescribe a N that is legal 
for admitting the State that would be illegal after it was admitted. 
Congress could not authorize the ple of Colorado to form a con 
stitution establishing a monarchical form of government, nor to enter 
into any treaty, alliance, or confederation, nor to grant letters of 
marque, nor coin money, nor emit bills of credit, nor make any- 
thing but gold and silver a tender in payment of debts, nor to fix 
by @ convention the times of holding elections for members of Con- 


Tess. 

< It is insisted by gentlemen that “convention” and “Legislature” 
are synonymous terms in that clause, and that the prescription of 
either is legal. If that is true, the convention had the right with- 
out authority of Congress, because the Legislature had under the 
Constitution. If it is not true, the grant is inoperative and void. 
The language of the Constitution is“ by the Legislature thereof.” In 
that clause, providing for the election of Senators, the language is 
“by the Legislature thereof.” The two clauses are identical, word 
for word the same. Now, if a convention can under a grant expressed 
in the same words do one, it can the other. If it can fix the time of 
election of Representatives, it can elect Senators. But no one will 
contend that a constitutional convention can elect Senators, and by 


force of the same language it is excluded from prescribing the time 
of electing ond pie ee The convention and tho Legislature 
are bodies wholly different in their nature. One makes laws for the 
govervors, the other for the governed. One is exceptional in its na- 
ture, the other is general. The Legislature is a fixed and enduring 
body, always in existence ; the other only comes at long intervals and 
the time of its coming is as uncertain as the visitation of a pestilence 
or the shock of an earthquake. The Legislature is that department 
of government among all free people where the law is prescribed. 
The conyention is the body that Reals with the unsurrendered powers 
of the people; not the powers granted and fixed in the regular ad- 
ministration of government and a necessary part of that government 
The Constitution plainly recognizes the difference between the two 
bodies. If two or more States unite to form one, or a new State is to 
be formed within another, it is the Legislature, not the convention, 
that must consent. If Federal aid is required to protect the State 
agaiustinvasion or insurrection, it is the Legislature, not a convention, 
that must apply. If the Federal Government desires to purchase 
roperty for forts, arsenals, or dock-yards in the States, it is the Legis- 
atnre, not a convention, that must consent. 

When it is desired to amend the organic law the Legislature must 
call, but it must call a convention. The Legislatures of the States 
apply to the Federal Legislature, and it calls a convention to reform 
the organic law to re-adjust the measure of power to the Legislature. 
When its work is done it is to be submitted to the Legislatures or a 
convention. Here the two bodies are mentioned and distinguished 
from each other in the same sentence. The Attorney-General of the 
United States, in twelfth volume Opinions, 429, decided that the 
were not synonymous. The Government of the United States had 
purchased land in Mississippi for a cemetery, and the convention of 
Mississippi gave its consent to the purchase, and the question was 
referred to the Attorney-General whether it was a compliance with 
that provision of the Constitution which required the consent to be 
given by the Legislature. The Attorney-General replies : 

I have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that a body of the character known 
in this country as a constitutional convention of a State is not the lature of 


the State“ in the sense of the Constitution and Statutes of the United States, and 
consequently that the ordinance referred to is not a valid consent to the purchase. 


Mr. Dawes, from the Committee on Elections, in the case of Shiel vs. 
Thayer, from Oregon, 2 Contested Elections, 349, reported that the con- 
vention could fix the time beyond the control of the Legislature; but 
Mr. Thaddeus Stevens boldly denounced the doctrine, and held that 
the power belonged exclusively to the Legislature. The discussion 
shook Mr. Dawes’s faith in his report, and in the su uent case of 
Segar, from West Virginia, (same volume, page 426,) he held that 
where the Legislature was in session the convention had no power to 
prescribe the time. He says “the functions of the convention ceased 
the moment the new government took on form and life.” He con- 
tinues, “it,” the prescribing of the time for elections, “is a legisla- 
tive act. It is a law.“ “Laws,” says he, ‘‘must originate in the Legis- 
lature. They cannot originate anywhere else.” In the case of Bald- 
win vs. Trowbridge, 3 Contested Elections, 46, the same committee, 
of which Mr. Dawes was still a member, reported through Mr. 
Scofield that the power was in the Legislature. In his report, Mr. 
Scofield says: 

Here the power is conferred by oa the Legislature. But whatis meant by “the 
Legislature f” Does it mean the comnts power of the State which would include 
a convention authorized to paeo fundamental law; or does it mean the Legis- 
lature co nominee as known in the political history of the country! The committes 
have adopted the latter construction. 

The Federal Constitution requires of every member of a State 
Legislature the oath of ay to it, and every member of a State 
Legislature acts under the obligations of that oath, while members 
of conventions act under no oath at all, or such as they may impose 
upon themselves. The Constitution never intended to charge any- 
body not bound to its support with the performance of a duty so 
essential to its very existence. Mr. Jamison, in his work on conven- 
tions, holds that the power is in the Legislature, not the convention ; 
but he says “that in the organization of new States for convenience 
conventions have been permitted to prescribe the time for the jirst 
election to aid the new State in coming in.” 

In such cases, he says, the custom has been for the convention to anticipate 
the action of the Legislature ; a course which, on account of its obvious conveni- 
ence, has been commonly acquiesced in. These cases, however, form exceptions 
to a rule which is general, that it is the State Legislatures which apportion their 
several States for congressional elections. í 

The convention of Colorado evidently understood the exception 
and placed their regnlation within it. They provide in the consti- 
tution for the first election that enables Colorado to enter the Union 
as a State, and leave all subsequent elections to be determined by 
the Congress or Legislature. It says: 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from 


the State at large at the first election under the Constitution, and thereafter at such 
times and places and in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 


The first election was held in October to aid Colorado to send a Rep- 
resentative to the Forty-fourth Congress and complete her investiture 
of State sovereignty. When that act was done, all the power con- 
ferred by it was exhausted ; in the language of Mr. Dawes, “ its func- 
tions ceased the moment the new government took on form and life.” 
The election for the Forty-fifth Congress was subsequent, and the 
law that was prescribed for it required the election to be held in 
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If Colorado in her convention could fix the time for 
she could for the Fifty- 
fifth or any other as well. The convention had no power at all. 
The exercise of power by it was for the sake of convenience accepted 
for the purpose of aiding her admission. When that reason ceases 


November. 
electing members to the Forty-fifth Congress, 


to exist, there is nothing upon which assumption of unauthorized 
pore can stand. Such is the case before us, and I can see no reason 
or its reference. As long as the recital remains on Mr. Belford’s cer- 
tificate that he was chosen at an election held in October, his claim 
is worthless; he is bound by every statement in the certificate under 
which he claims title. The case can never come back from the 
committee any stronger than it goes to them, and if the committee 
examine it from now till tho crack of doom, his claim must forever 
remain a nullity. Ifhe had received every vote in the State, it could 
not aid him the weight of a feather. The people of Colorado are 
denied representation here because ER have refused to send their 
Representative in the manner prescri by law. 
he guilt is not on our hands; its stain is the act of suicide. For 
the reasons given I can see no good to be obtained by referring the 
case toa committee. He is either entitled to be seated on a prima 
facie case or he is not entitled to be seated at all. His case is either 
good or bad. If good he should be sworn in, if bad it is so bad that 
t can never be made gona: A resolution should be adopted that Mr. 
Belford’s title is a nullity upon its face and that he is not entitled toa 
seat and the other papers should be referred to a committee to report 
whether Mr. Patterson is entitled under his claim. Between a refer- 
ence and admission I shall vote for the reference, but I do it with the 
knowledge that the same question must at Jast be decided by the 
House, and examine as we may, and with all the aid we may obtain, 
the case at last must turn upon the legality of the October election. 

Mr. BANKS rose. 

Mr. HALE. Lask the gentleman from Massachusetts to yield for 
a moment that we may understand if some arrangement can be come 
to as to the termination of this debate. 

Mr. BANKS. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know how long is the list of gentlemen who 
are yet to address the House on this question which is in the Speak- 
er's hands, but as tho debate has now run for three days, there is 
naturally in the minds of many members a disposition to bring it to 
a head, and I rise for the purpose of suggesting that if the debate can 
be ended within that time I will at three o’clock, two hours from now, 
be glad to call the previous question, so that we may reach a vote to- 
day. Of course it is in the hands of the House. If I move the previous 
question at that time the House can vote it down. But I should like 
to have some arrangement made now by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BANKS. I would prefer that gentlemen should come to an 
arrangement after I have submitted what I have to say. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] 
resumes the floor. 


ADJOUR) OVER. 


Mr. WOOD. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts yield to me 
for a moment? 

Mr. BANKS. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Massachusetts yields to me that 
I may may make a motion that when the House adjourns to-day it be 
to meet on pe next. 

The question being taken on Mr. Woop's motion, there were—ayes 
140, noes 82. 

Mr. VANCE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Let us have a vote by tellers first. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. If I might be permitted one word, I wish to say 
that there is a feeling on the part of a number of gentlemen that if 
this debate can be concluded and the vote taken there will be no 
objection to the adjournment over. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order. 

The question being taken on ordering the yeas and nays, there 
Were—ayes 35, noes 144, the affirmative not being one-fifth of the 
entire vote. 

Mr. VANCE. I call for the tellers on ordering the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BLAND. Ialso call for tellers. We want to do something 
when we have met here. 

ahi BANKS. I ask consent of the House to say one word on this 
matter. 

Mr. BLAND. Let the gentleman. go on with the debate that it 
may be brought to a conclusion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri is not in order. 

Mr. BLAND. I have demanded tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BANKS. If the House will allow me the privilege, I desire to 
say one word, Nothing can be done with advantage until the com- 
mittees of the House are announced. I know myself that it is quite 
out of the power of the Speaker to announce the committees of the 
House at this cory day of the session, and by giving him this extra 
time we shall really facilitate the business of the session. 

Mr. BLAND. In answer to the gentleman from Massachusetts, I 
would say that we do not demand anything, except that this Colo- 
rado case shall be voted on to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri can reach that 
point by voting against the motion to adjourn before the question is 
disposed of, if that motion be made. 


The question was taken on ordering tellers, and, only twenty-three 
members voting in favor thereof, tellers were not ordered, 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered, and the motion to adjourn 
over was agreed to. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM COLORADO. 


The House resumed the consideration of the Colorado case. 

Mr. HALE. Now, in accordance with the suggestion I made a few 
moments , I announce that at three o’clock to-day I will attempt 
to bring this question to a vote by moving the previous question. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, like other gentlemen who have spoken 
npon this question, I am reluctant to trespass upon the patience of the 
House, but inasmuch as the Speaker has not yet been able to report 
the committees of the House, as we cannot go to the and as 
there is little public business to be done, E trust that gentlemen of 
the House will not think me unreasonable in presenting a few sug- 
gestions on this most important subject. Besides, sir, I had the honor 
to present the original resolution in regard to the representation of 
the State of Colorado, and, although this is a subsequent question, it 
is of the same character, and I feel a deep interest therein. 

And first, sir, I desire to say a few words in regard to the manner 
in which this question comes here. It comes before us upon a de- 
cision of the Clerk of the House, acting as the Clerk of the last 
House; and while I make no doubt that the action of that officer was 
conscientiously given, in the belief that it presented a just view of 
the case, and as I know very wella similar decision has been made in 
other cases, nevertheless I think that it should be reviewed by the 
House at this time; and I take the liberty on this occasion to pre- 
sent it, because the House itself has now an opportunity to review 
and decide the question in such manner as to remove all doubts 
of the propriety of its proceedings hereafter. + 

It became the duty of the Clerk of the last House, at the opening 
of the present Con to make a list of the members who had been 
duly accredited and elected. In order to be entirely acenrate upon this 
point I will read the language of the statute. It was tomake a list— 


Of such persons only whose credentials show that they were regularly el 
, achordaincs With ties lnws of F 


And the Clerk, upon the call of this roll, decided that the creden- 
tials presented in the case of the member-elect from Colorado did 
not show that he was elected to the present Congress. He did not 
think, he said, that there was “any law in existence, either in the 
State of Colorado or any law of the United States, which authorizes 
the election of a Representative of the Forty-fifth Congress on the 
3d day of October, 1876. That being the case, and the certificate 
showing on its very face that he was elected at a time unauthorized 
by either the laws of the United States or of the State of Colorado, 
the Clerk could see no way in which he could possibly placo the 
name of Mr. Belford on the roll.” The State of Colorado being thus 
by the decisions of the Clerk of the last House unrepresented, a 
motion was made to correct the roll, and that the name of James B. 
Belford be placed upon the roll as a Representative in said Congress, 
and the Clerk taiea: this motion out of order. An appeal to the 
judgment of the House from the decision of the Clerk was taken and 
this appeal was refused. 

It is not competent— 

The Clerk said— 


for the tatives-el in their present unorganized capacity, either to in- 
stract the Clerk how he shal pion à duty which the law has —— upon him 
or to take out of the hands of the Clerk and themselves perform the duty which 
the law has said the Clerk shall perform. 

The Clerk begs to say— 

He continued— 
with all due respect that he does not think it is tent for Representatives-elect 
hipnin aone ca] ty to instruct the Cler! ofa 5 ing House as to the 
manner in which he shall perform a duty imposed upon him by law or in any way 
interfere with him in the discharge of such duties. He does not desire to arro- 

to himself any authority in the organization of the House which does not 

itimately belong to him; but he does not feel that in the discharge of his duty 

under the rules of the House and under the obligations of his oath he would be 
justified in submitting an appeal of this kind. 

I have said already that I do not take any exception to the integ- 
rity or intelligence of the Clerk in this matter, and I know that there 
are precedents for refusing an appeal to the judgment of the House. 
Bat these precedents, sir, return now to plague their inventors, and 
this precedent, if it be sustained, will return in time to disturb the 
controlling forces of this House. It is a good time, therefore, to 
review this question, when no immediate and decisive interest con- 
nected with its organization is depending upon the result. 

First, sir, in regard to the eat Sag There is no parliamentary law 
that denies the right to decide for itself upon every question whether 
it be rightor wrong. There can be no question upon which the House 
has not an absolute right to appeal from a decision of its Speaker to 
the judgment of its members. The very title of that officer is signifi- 
cant of the fact that he speaks for the House and only for the House, 
and if it dissents from his decision, then the Honse must speak for 
itself. “In Parliament,” says Jefferson’s Manual, which is made a 
part of the rules of the Honse, “all decisions may be controlled by 
the House,” (page 64.) And if it beso with the Speaker, it is doubly so 
with the Clerk, who is neither a member nor an officer appointed by 
the House, and might possibly be a stranger to all its members, al- 
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thongh in the present instance the acting Clerk was long and honora- 
bly known both as member and officer. The Jaw under which the 
Clerk of the last House acts for a time as the Clerk of this, is precisely 
in accordance with the practice which existed before that law was 
passed, from the beginning of the Government. It was at all times 
the duty of the Clerk of the previous Honse to make a list of the mem- 
bers of the succeeding House, from such information as should come 
to him from the public journals or the eredentials members might 
present, and upon this list the House was organized, unless the House 
thought proper to modify it. But it was from usage and enstom alone, 
not from any rule or law that this practice obtained and was finally 
put into the form of astatute. It was probably borrowed from the 
practice of the British House of Commons, where the clerk and the 
80 t-at-arms, both officers appointed for life and holding their 
offices from the Crown, were made officers of the succeeding Houses 
of Parliament, the clerk to call the list of members-clect and to 
preside in the election of speaker, and the sergeant-at-arms to per- 
form the corresponding duties of his ofice. The practice of this House 
either before or since the statute referred to is precisely the same as 
that of the clerk of the House of Commons. But no clerk ever as- 
sumed there to decide who were its members-elect, nor would such 
decision by such an officer be tolerated for a moment. 

There is no principle whatever, whether of parliamentary or statute 
law, that can take from this House the right to decide the question 
of the election of its own members. The Constitution makes it the 
duty of the House to decide for itself all questions relating to this 
pas i “Each House shall be the judge of the elections, the returns, 
and qualifications of its own members.” When the Clerk has made 
his list of the members-elect and reported it to the Honse, he has 
fulfilled his duty and exhausted his authority on that subject under 
the law, and the House has then the right to say—and it is the most 
critical and important moment im its action, for it precedes the elec- 
tion of a Speaker who controls the appointment and organization of 
all the committees of the House—it is the right of the House upon 
the record presentéd by the Clerk to say whether it shall stand or no. 
There is no power on earth, neither of Congress nor of the States, to 
contravene its authority. it is the solemn duty of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to judge for itself of the elections, the returns, and the 
qualifications of its own members. 

The fact to which reference was made in this case, that the House 
had not completed its organization by the election of its Speaker, 
does not affect its authority or power in the slightest possible degree. 
Even in what was called “its present unorganized capacity,” it was 
entitled to all the privileges conferred upon it by 4h Constitution, 
and 1 that of deciding who were its members, if any should 
be challenged, and who were to participate in its most critical and 
important act, the election of a Speaker for the full term prescribed 
by the Constitution. 

When the members were assembled on the day and hour appointed 
for its meeting, and had been called to order by vio peram designated 
by usage or by law, it was a House invested with all its powers under 
the Constitution. 

Like the 5 who has preceded me [Mr. Murs] I do not 
speak for the man who presents himself here as a Representative. 
I speak for the constituency that is entitled to representation, and 
for the 1 and authority of the House itself, of which we are 
at present the sponsors and guardians bound by every consideration 
to maintain unimpaired all its powers and privileges. These are the 
parties that are chiefly interested in the right decision of this ques- 
tion. 

As I have already said, I feel an abiding interest in this subject, and 
I venture to speak freely upon it inasmuch as it has been referred to 
us and because we on this side and gentlemen on the other side by 
deciding it rightly will remove from the line of unhappy precedents 
for a different conclusion, if there be any, this important case of the 
Representative of Colorado. According to my view, the question be- 
fore us is one of a prima facie character merely. That is, whether 
upon the face of the credentials presented by the member-elect from 
Colorado there is anything that requires that wo should give it other 
consideration than is required by the words there written or printed? 
That is the question. I think there is nothing else. Gentlemen on 
all sides have read as an accepted authority an extract from the Ameri- 
can Law of Elections compiled by Hon. Mr. McCrary, now Secretary 
of War, and long and honorably known as a leading member of this 
House, as to the validity and force of credentials presented by mem- 
bers-elect. In section 21 of this work I read these words: 

If, however, the certificate contains upon its face a recital of facts, and those 
facts show „ that the party holding it was not duly e! it may be 


I accept that as the American law of elections and the English 
law of elections as well. But I stand here to say that there is noth- 
ing upon the certificate presented by the member-elect from Cul- 
orado which shows “affirmatively ” that he was not “duly elected.” 
That is the word. No fact is recited to “show affirmatively that the 
party holding it was not duly elected,” and therefore it cannot be 
disregarded upon this authority at least, 

The certificate recites that at the election on the 3d day of October, 
1876, James B. Belford received certain votes and “He is” therefore 
“hereby declared duly elected a Representative in the said ”—the 
Forty-fifth—“ Congress.” Now, there is not one line, word, or letter 


on the face of this certificate that shows, “ affirmatively” or in any 
way whatever, that he was not “duly elected.” It is impossible to 
determine from anything contained or expressed ‘upon its face” 
that he was not elected. There is nothing stated or suggested that 
shows affirmatively or negatively that he was not elected. 

I understand of course the grounds which gentlemen take, that, in- 
asmuch as the credentials state that Mr. Belford was chosen “ at an 
election held on the 3d day of October, 1876,” this declaration is to be 
considered as a fact which impeaches the validity of the election, and 
into which fact inquiry may be made. But it does not show that 
he was not duly elected. There is nothing “on the face” of the cer- 
tificate which shows that he might not have been dnly elected on the 
3d of October, 1876. Gentlemen may not know it. The Clerk did not 
know it; but the certificate does not in any manner disprove it. The 
certificate shows, therefore, on its face “ affirmatively” that he was 
“duly” elected. The word “ duly,” used here to describe the charac- 
ter of the election, is interpreted by the best anthorities as an equiv- 
alent of the word “ properly” or “regularly.” Regularly elected; that 
is, elected agreeably to the rules and laws of the State and ofthe United 
States. He is duly elected, regularly elected, agreeably to the laws. 
Does the recital of the fact that his election took place on the 3d day 
of October, 1876, impeach or qualify in the slightest possible degree 
this declaration of the governor of Colorado? Not at all. If the cer- 
tificate of the governor was to the effect that Belford had been elected 
on the 3d of October, 1878, that would show affirmatively that he was 
not duly elected, because he conld not have been elected on that day 
and year. If it were stated that he was elected for the Forty-ninth or 
Fiftieth Congress, it wonld show affirmatively that he was not duly 
elected, because that would be an impossible election. 

There is no such imputation on this certificate. It states simply 
that Mr. Belford was elected on the 3d day of October, 1876, and 
there is nothing on its face, not a line or letter, to indicate in any 
manner whatever that this was not a proper, regular, and legal elec- 
tion under the laws of the United States and of the State of Colorado. 
He is therefore entitled to be qualified as a member of this House 
upon the principle which has been cited by so many gentlemen from 
the American Law of Elections. 

I go further than this, and I say, inasmuch as gentlemen have 
spoken of the matter, that the records prove that he was elected on 
the 3d day of October, 1876, and that it was a preps regular, and 
valid election under the laws of Colorado and of the United States. 
I will go no further into that question now, 

Gentlemen on the other side of the House, especially the honorable 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SourHARD] now occupying the Speaker’s 
chair and the honorable gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. SPRINGER, ] as 
well as others, have said that the governor of Colorado has impeached 
his certificate by certain testimony he has given elsewhere, Sir, if 
the goyernor of Colorado means to contradict the certificate which 
he has given to this House of the election of Mr. Belford, he should 
make his declaration, whatever it might be, to this House. We are 
not required to hunt for evidence a order to show that he has in his 
certificate falsified his declaration dr misrepresented the facts of the 
case. Nor can we accept evidence given elsewhere as im hing in 
the slightest degree the authenticity and integrity of the certificate 
of the governor of Colorado. We know nothing of the manner in 
which this testimony, whatever it was, was given or obtained. In 
the New Jersey case, to which I referred the other day, the governor 
authorized a declaration to this House. The governor of Colorado has 
not done this, and the testimony referred to can have no weight here. 

While I accept the principle stated by the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. MiLxs] and other gentlemen, that a certificate once given can- 
not be revised or changed or modified by this House, I do not mean 
to say that facts might not be placed in our ion that would 
justify us in e a certificate. If, for instance, the governor 
of Colorado should certify here that he had been deceived by fraud- 
alent representations or forged records and that the certificate he 
had given, conscientiously and honestly according to his belief at the 
time, was in fact a fraud and falsehood, we should certainly be justi- 
fied in disregarding it, although the certificate itself, as has been said, 
could not come before us for revision. No testimony could be re- 
ceived for that purpose. The governor himself could not modify or 
withdraw it. It is a part of the record and must remain so. W 
ever is received from the governor or others rather enlarges than 
diminishes the testimony before us, 

An interesting case illustrating this principle occurred early in the 
history of the State of Massachusetts. Sam. Adams was its governor— 
Sam. Adams, to whom Mr. Jefferson sent his inaugural address as a pri- 
vate letter, to show his respect for that t man, and accompanied 
it with a declaration that he would rather have an approval of its 
doctrines from him than from any other man in the country, Mr. 
Adams, while governor of the State of Massachusetts, reeeived a bill 
from the Legislature relating, I think, to the establishment of the 
electoral college. He appended to it his signature as governor and 
sent it to the office of the secretary of state. Afterward he thought 
that this act infringed upon the rights of the people; and he believed 
it his duty to withdraw his approval, and he went to the office of the 
secretary, if [remember the facts rightly, and erased his name, sending 
a message to the senate, where the bill originated, a statement of his 
action, The approval had not been communicated to the senate; it 


was still in fact in the keeping of the governor. It had not been de- 
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livered to any officer of the senate. It was in the keeping of the sec- 
retary of state, to be delivered to the senate. But the senate upon 
deliberation decided that as the governor had put his name to that 
act it was a law, and there was no power by which he could change 
its legal character. 

Now, there is no principle upon which we can revise or 2 in 
any manner whatever the certificate of election given to Mr. Belford 
by the governor of Colorado; but if there were in our possession any 
information from that officer showing he had been deceived, that the 
facts had been falsified to him, and that the certificate itself was 
based upon a frand, then unquestionably it would be our duty to dis- 
regard it. But nothing of that kind has been received from the 
governor of Coloradu. His statement in regard to this subject as 
presented here is merely that he “had serious doubts” as to the legal- 
ity of that election. Very likely he may have had doubts. Any 
gentleman who has listened to the debate in this House on this ques- 
tion might have doubts on some point. He might doubt, for exam- 
ple, the constitutionality of the law of Con, which authorized an 
election to be held in Colorado on the 3d of October. But that does 
not impeach in the slightest degree the authenticity and the integrity 
of the certificate which he as governor has given. It stands before 
us as an unquestioned document, and the practice of the House, the 
interests of the country, the welfare of those who are to come after 
us, require us to receive the official declaration of the State authori- 
ties authorized to give it that this man has been duly elected as Rep- 
resentative of that State to this Congress. 

There is a principle set down in the Constitution which we are 
bound to regard, although it is not directly addressed to us. I refer 
to a part of article 4, section 1, which provides that— 


Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the public acts, records, and 
judicial proceedings of every other State. 

Now, if we require each State to give full faith and credit to the 
public acts and records of every other State, we must ourselves be 
willing to give full faith and credit to the public acts and records of 
the governor of the State of Colorado. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Will the gentleman allow. me to ask 
him a question ? 

Mr. BANKS. Yes, sir. : 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. In regard to the question whether the 
second certilicate given to an officer invalidates a previous certificate, 
and whether the admission of the governor that he had no right to 
give the certificate would change the prima facie right of the party 

olding it, I desire to refer the gentleman to the case of Morton vs. 
Daily. In that case two certificates of election were issued by the 
same governor. The first certificate declared Mr. Morton duly elected ; 
a later certificate declared Mr. Daily elected. Mr. McCrary in his 
work on the Law of Elections thus states that case: 

In the case of Morton ve. Daily, (1 Bartlett, 402,) thero were two certificates of 
election issued by the samo governor; first, a certificate declaring Mr. Morton 
duly elected, and at a later date a certificate declaring Mr. Daily daly elected. 
The second certificate was issued span the alleged discovery by the governor of 
fraud in the vote counted for Mr. Morton, and by the second certificate tho gov- 
ernor revoked, as far as he was able, the first. The House allowed the holder of 
the last certificate to be sworn in, and to occupy the seat, pending the contest, 


Now the question I wish to ask is this: If the second certificate in 
that case gave a 1 prima facie right because it alleged that the 
first certificate had been based npon a fraudulent count of votes, then, 
a fortiori, would not the admission of the governor that he had no 
right to give the certificate render it void? 

Ir. BANKS, No, sir. The case which the gentleman has read is 
exactly like the case which I stated, where a governor certifies that 
he has been deceived and that the act he performed was so far viti- 
ated by fraud that he might desire that we should not regard his 
certificate, that we should consider another certificate subsequently 
issued by him as valid, But in this case there is no such fraud made 
known to us directly by the governor of Colorado. There is no sec- 
ond certificate. There is nothing here from the governor to lead us 
to believe he has changed his opinion or would reverse his action. 
There is nothing on the face or outside of the certificate to affect its 
integrity or validity. Hence we stand upon the principle of the Con- 
stitation that we are bound to give full faith and credit to the public 
and official acts which it is made the duty of the governor of Colorado 
to perform—at least so far as to admit to the oath of office the Rep- 
resentative to whom he bas given his certificate. 

I would not vote for this resolution did I suppose it was to close 
the question. I vote for it understanding that it goes no further than 
to admit Mr. Belford to take the oath upon the certiticate of the gov- 
ernor, which shows on its face that he was duly elected. When Mr. 
Belford has thus been admitted the House may, and doubtless onght 
to, by resolation send the case of these two claimants to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, when appointed, for their inquiry and decision. 

I would not vote for this resolution if it closed the matter entirely, 
but I will vote for it because it presents nothing but a prima facie case. 
It is nothing but a prima facie case; and I say to you, Mr. Speaker, 
(Mr. SourHarp in the chair,] that the honorable gentleman whose 
seat you occupy might under the decision which has been made in 
this case—that the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
RANDALL] who has been elected Speaker of this House might have 
been shut out from any participation in the election of Speaker on 
the principles advoca here. And so might any other member 


si the House wherever from or whatever his certificate may have 
n. 

Gentlemen say they are authorized to go into this inquiry because 
a reference is made to the election on the 3d day of October, and that 
that is the recital of a fact which invalidates the certificate. But the 
word “duly” is the recital of a fact which may be contested in exactly 
the same way. The word “elected” is a fact which may be disputed 
in the same manner, and if the House can reject. it because it refers 
to the election on the 3d day of October, nothing appearing on tho 
certificate to show that the election was irregularly or illegally held 
on that day, if that.is to be the law of the House, then the Clerk of 
the House can exclude a man when he finds the word “duly,” or 
“elected,” in a certificate, if he chooses to“ think,” as the Clerk did 
in this case, that the law or the facts did not justify his election. I 
trast gentlemen will not press this principle to this extent, because 
it undermines and destroys the integrity and privileges of the House 
under the Constitution of the United States. 

Well, now, to come to the marrow of the case, what is the law by 
which it is to be decided Of course I give my opinion. I have list- 
ened with pleasure to the opinions of other gentlemen without 
interruption, and I now give my own, as to what the law of this case 
is. Section 3, article 4, of the Constitution of the United States 
recites as follows: 


New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union. 

That is all the law there is either in the Constitution or upon the 
statute-book, except the enabling act of 1575, which bears upon this 
case: 

New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union. 


Under the government of the Confederation there was no power to 
admit new States, When the articles of confederation were framed 
no one thought of admitting new States, but it was found ni 
after great territorial concessions had been made by the States of New 
York, Virginia, Massachusetts, Connecticut, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, and Georgia, which now constitute the great heart. of the 
North American continent, where the seat of power is placed doubt- 
less for many centuries, : When that vast territory came into the 
session of the General Government they found they were obliged: 40 
provide for new States. Therefore, as Mr. Story says in his Commen- 
taries, without the slightest color of authority, they formed govern- 
ments and admitted new States to the Confederation. When the 
convention met to frame the Constitution of the United States, in 
order to supply the defects of the articles of confederation, this ques- 
tion of new States presented itself. 

It was proposed in the first instance by Mr. Randolph, of Virginia. 
His resolution was reported by the committee as a part of the Con- 
stitution, in which it was provided that new States might be ad- 
mitted to the Union when “properly constituted and established.” 
Mr. Madison, when he heard this resolution read, observed that there 
was no provision or reference to any provision for the formation of 
governments by the United States, and therefore he proposed that 
the Congress of the United States should have power to provide for 
the organization of new States, and after a great deal of debate and 
much difference of opinion, as we find here on this question, the 
words as now standing in tho Constitution, moved by Gouverneur 
Morris, were adopted by a unanimous vote, that “new States may be 
admitted by the Congress to the Union.” And that is all there is 
upon the subject in the Constitution. 

With these facts before us, Mr. Speaker, it is not difficult to recon- 
cile the different opinions that have been expressed by able men and 
the various precedentsin regard to the admission of new States which 
are found in our history, brief as it is, under the Constitution, and 
which may seem to be, when not properly considered, in conflict with 
each other. But there is in fact no conflict between them. They all 
rest upon the provisions of the fundamental law existing at different 
periods of our history. One theory was, as I have recited from the 
Constitntional Commentaries of Judge Story, that while the articles 
of confederation gave no power to admit new States, the accession of 
vast tracts of unoccupied territory and the restless movements of 
the pioneer populations of that period made it n to provide 
for the admission of new States to the Confederation, without a 
shadow of constitutional authority. And these precedents, with the 
principles upon which they stand, were confirmed by the admission 
with governments, “ properly constituted aud established,” of several 
of the earlier States of the West and Northwest, under the Constitution, 

My honorable colleague who sits near me [Mr. BUTLER] cited sev- 
eral instances, and other gentlemen other cases, of the admission of 
States to the Union under the Constitution, where no regard was 
paid to the laws of Congress, where no authority had been conferred 
upon the Territories to form State governments, and where the pre- 
vious consent of Congress to such organization had neither been giveu 
nor asked. Upon these precedents it would stand as accep and 
established law, that if Colorado had chosen to form a State govern- 
ment without any intervention, instruction, or permission of Congress 
it was her right to do so, and upon the ratification of her acts by Con- 
gress she would have been recognized as a member of the Union upon 
an equal footing with all other States of the Union. But the case 
which Colorado presents is infinitely stronger than that. Congress 
did intervene. It gave instruction and anthority to the people of 
that Territory, under that provision of the Constitution which au- 
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thorizes Congress to provide for the admission of new States “into 
this Union,” to form a State government, to elect officers of the State 
and a Representative in Congress, and authorized the President, upon 
the performance of these acts, to make proclamation that Colorado 
was a State of the Union. Colorado complied with the instructions 
and exercised the authority, and the President issued the proclama- 
tion. Thus, whether it be upon the precedents for the admission of 
new States under the Confederation, or those under the Constitution 
without previous consent of Congress, or others of a later day pro- 
vang by acts of Congress for the en of State governments, 
the election of State offi and Representatives in 1 and 
their admission to the Union, Colorado is a State, a State of the Union, 
upon an equal footing with every other State. 

It was said when the Representative of Colorado was rejected by 
the last House, that Con had no constitutional power to dele- 
gate authority tothe President to judge whether or not the conditions 
of the act providing for her admission to the Union had been com- 
Roe with, and therefore his proclamation of her admission to the 

nion was null and void. 

It is now said that Congress had no constitutional power to dele- 

te to the constitutional convention of Colorado, authorized by 

Jongress to form a constitution, the authority to provide for the elec- 
tion of Representatives to Congress. But this power is given in ex- 
press terms in that provision which says “new States may be admit- 
ted by the Congress into this Union.” Every State is entitled at 
least to one Representative in each Con There can be no State 
without this right of representation, and the Constitution, in giving 
Congress power to admit new States, gives the right to provide for the 
election of the Representatives to which she would be entitled. 
Congress could not exercise that power itself. It could not anticipate 
with certainty when the initiatory acts would be concluded, and it 
ve to the constitutional convention the right to designate the day 
or the election of State officers and the Representative to which she 
was entitled in the Congress of the United States. And who could 
better execute this power than the sovereign constituent assembly 
of the people upon whom it was conferred ? 

If you look, then, for the authority of Colorado to make a constitu- 

tion and to become a State, you will find it in that article of the Con- 


stitution and the legislation adopted in pursuance of that authority. |` 


That legislation is the act of 1875, and that act provides that the 
Territory of Colorado may become a State, and may elect its office: 
Representative to Con and others, on any day the constitution: 
eonvention of that State shall fix, provided it be after the adoption 
of the constitution. That is the law of the United States. There is 
the provision of the Constitution, and the only one, which relates to 
the subject. There is the law of the Con of the United States, 
the act of 1875, and the only law which upon the question in 
any way whatever. Other statutes name a day in November as the 
general election day in the States or Territories where they have 
established governments, But here is a community which is neither 
a Territory nor a State, but which Congress means to admit into the 
Union as.a State under this provision of the Constitution, and Con- 
gress declares by the act of 1875 that after her constitution has been 
adopted the election of State officers and congressional Representa- 
tive may be made on any day Colorado shall fix. The constitutional 
convention of Colorado appointed the 3d day of October, 1876, as the 
day of election for State officers and Representative to Congress. 
They fixed that oy because it was their wish and the wish of the 
country, as it was their right, to give an electoral vote in 1876; and 
if the election was postponed to the 7th of November, as claimed by 
gentlemen on the other side, they could not have accomplished that 
object, The officers of the new State were sworn in on the Ist of 
November, and the choice of electors by the legislature on the 7th 
day of November took place only six days afterward. 

Therefore there was not time for this transaction to take place, 
and it was for this reason that the Congress of the United States 
referred this question of the day of election to the people of the 
Territory, because they understood better than anybody else, and no- 
body could understand but they, what their interest or their conven- 
ience demanded. 

There is the law of this case and all there is of it. There is the 
Constitution providing for the admission of new States by act of 
Congress into the Union, There is the law of Congress in regard to 
Colorado: It may become a State, make its constitution, elect its 
officers on any day that it shall see fit after the adoption of the con- 
stitution, There is the law of the constitutional convention of the 
State of Colorado fixing the 3d of October, 1876, as the day of the 
election; and here is the certificate of the e of Colorado de- 
claring upon its face, without any word or letter that impeaches the 
declaration, that the Representative to Congress was duly elected, 
that is, propeny elected, oa rey? elected, agreeably to the laws of 
the State of Colorado and of the Congress and Constitution of the 
United States. 

I know what gentlemen have said about the inconsistency between 
this action of Colorado and the statutes in ard to the election of 
members or Delegates in other States or Territories, but these gen- 
eral statutes have no applicatiun to this case. Take, for example, 
what is said in the article of the Constitution about the right to eiect 
one member. Colorado has a right, they say, to elect one member of 
Congress. But, sir, it was a right to elect one member for every 


Congress until a new census should be taken. It was not a right to 
elect one member at one election and the right then to be exhausted. 
It was aright to elect one member at every Congress. That is the right 


according to the Constitution and the law of Co and the law of 
the constitutional convention. The constitutional convention of Colo- 
rado is the sovereign constituent assembly of that State. It represents 
the pie; all their power, every privilege that they hold is placed 
in 4g nds of the constituent assembly called the constitutional 
convention, and so far as the people of that Territory or that State 
are concerned, there is no power to change in any way whatever what 
that constitutional convention, that constituent assembly, has done 
except by another assembly of like authority and character. Tho 
judicial establishment of the United States, the judicial establish- 
ment of that State cannot revise its political action. If it does not 
interfere with the laws of the United States and is not changed by 
the act of the people of the State, it stands, irrevocable and im- 
mutable, the organic law of that State speaking for the people. That 
is the way it comes to us. 

Well, sir, che election was held on the day appointed. All the par 
ties participated in it. Twenty-five thousand or twenty-six thou- 
sand votes were given; more than we supposed that Colorado had, 
The democratic party expected a triumph; the republicans expected 
a triumph; both had their day of victory; both had their day of 
shouting ; both had their day of sorrow and mourning. And now 
the State comes here under the Constitution and the law of Congress 
and the member-elect asks for the privilege of taking the oath of 
office. That is all. If he was not legally elected on the 3d of Octo- 
ber, 1876, none of the State officers were legally elected. We ask for 
him no favor. If there is any question of law or of fact that is to be 
raised in regard to his rights, I am willing it shall go to the commit- 
tee. I would not vote for this resolution if it finishes the whole ques- 
tion, because I think it should be inquired into if there be any doubt. 
But as to Mr. Belford’s right to take the oath, that, in my judgment, 
is as clear a question as ever has been or ever can be presented, an 
if the House of Representatives deliberately sets it aside, it will 
assail the integrity of the House and impair its constitutional priv- 
ileges, and the only satisfaction that any of us can have will be that 
the precedent in the end will come back to plague the inventor. 

Let me now look at some of the objections which have been made 
upon this side and then I will close my remarks. Gentlemen ask, 
Can the governor issue a certificate? Why, of course he oan, Be- 
cause the constitutional convention, the constituent assembly of the 

ple of Colorado, in the sixteenth section of their constitution de- 
clared that the result should be “determined ” in the manner provided 
by the laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes in the election 
of a Delegate to Congress for the Territory. Well, how was it to be 
“determined?” It was to be finished. It was to be closed up. And it 
could not be thus determined or finished until the certificate of the 
result of that election was received here by the House of Represent- 
atives, 

Under the laws of the Territory the governor had the right to issue 
the certificate, and under the law of the constituent assembly of the 
people sitting in 1876 he had the right to issue the certificate of elec- 
tion to the 1 chosen to this House. But if there had 
been no law upon this question he would have had the right, and it 
would have been his duty, to make this certificate to the House of 
Representatives unless some other officer of that State were charged 
with that duty. 

There is one point on which I wish to say a word, Gentlemen havo 
asked if two members can be elected for the State of Colorado at one 
time. Certainly not forthe same Con Two members cannot be 
elected for the same Congress because the State of Colorado under the 
law is not entitled to two members; but she was entitled to one mem- 
ber on the 3d of October, 1876, for one Congress. 

If by any chance of time there should be at that election two 
offices to fill, one for the balance of a term in one Congress and one for 
the full term of another Congress, it would be her right to elect a mem- 
berforeach Congress. It must have been the intention of Congress in 
giving her a right to elect one member of one Con; to concede the 
right to elect also another member of another Congress, if both offices 
were to be filled at the same time. Con did not intend to give 
the right of representation to the Forty-fourth Congress and deny it 
in the Forty-fifth 217 Fe 

Now, gentlemen—if I have understood them rightly—have said that 
there is no instance when the same man has n elected for two 
Congresses on the same day. Why, Mr. Speaker, there are hundreds 
of cases where that has been done. I know myself that there have 
been cases of that kind in Massachusetts 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I beg to correct the gentleman. Gen- 
tlemen upon the other side seem to have fallen into the opinion that 
we hold here that no two elections on the same day for two terms of 
Congress can be held. Every body is familiar with the fact that in 
States already organized there may be elections under special author- 
ity for election for unexpired terms npon the same day as that for 
the regular election. There are many such cases, but the point I 
made the other day, and which has never been successfully replied 
to, is that no Territory, or a State formed from a Territory, has ever 
fixed, or could ever fix, the time by its constitution for the election 
of the first and second members of Congress under its State organi- 
zation, I assert that there is no precedent where a Territory, newly 
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organized into a State, has elected both its first and second Repre- 
sentatives on the same day. 

Mr. BANKS. It may be true that there has been no case in which 
a conjunction of the election of two members of Congress from a 
State newly organized has occurred heretofore; but if there ever has 
been a time when a Territory organizing as a State where a vacancy 
existed in the congressional representation, and at the same time an 
election for a full term was required to complete the representation 
of the new State, that State would certainly have a right to vote 
upon the same day for a member to fill that vacancy and also for the 
regular term. That is the right conferred by the Constitution—the 
right to elect one member for each Con That is a plain and 
perfect answer to the * of the gentleman from Virginia. I 
may have misunderstood, I am free to say, the remarks made by gen- 
tlemen opposite, but I did not speak from my own recollection only; 
gentlemen aronnd me told me that was the fact, and wished me to 
make this explanation. 

Then the question occurred, was a proclamation issned for that 
election? That is a question for the committee. I do not know 
whether there was or was not. If there was no proclamation, it is 

uite ible, under the law, that it would not invalidate the elec- 
tion; but thatis a question for the committee. No man upon this side 
of the House asks that Mr. Belford be sustained if his title is not 
as perfect as that of any other member of the House. If the gentle- 
man who stands here in the light of acontestant (Mr. Patterson) can 
show that he was elected on the 7th day of November, when he claims 
to have been elected under the provisions of the act of 1875, we will 
consider his right equal with that of Mr. Belford; but he cannot show 
a live or letter in the law of Con of 1875 or in the ordinances of 
the constitutional convention of Colorado which points in any way to 
an election to be held on the 7th day of November or any other day 
but the 3d day of October. 

‘Therefore he does not realy stand here iu the light of a contestant ; 
but if he wishes to dispute the right of Mr. Belford, either on points 
of law or fact, or claim the seat, we will give him that opportunity. 

Now, was this election controlled by the general law of elections in 
regard to the election of members of Congress or other officers in the 
recognized States and Territories? I have said that it was not, be- 
cause it was a law under the specific power given to Congress by the 
Constitution for a specific eg ey and that power cannot be exer- 
cised except by an act passed by Congress to give effect to that pro- 
vision of the Constitution. The law of 1875 not only exercises the 
pora given to Congress, but exhausts it. There is nothing more to 

done on the part of Gonera 

The question has been asked by gentlemen upon the other side of 
the House whether it would be competent for the State of Colorado 
to have elected its member of Congress up to the year 1830 under 
this law? I will answer that question. I will not take the case of 
Colorado, but offer another illustration. It was held under the Con- 
federation that the Province of Canada might come into the Union of 
its own right by conforming to the laws of the Confederation. Now, 
if the people of Canada should ask to be admitted into the Union at 
this time, and Congress should provide by law for their admission to 
the Union, and declare at the same time that they might at the first 
election of members of Congress elect one member for each Congress 
until the next general census in 1880, I think they would have the right 
under that statute to make such elections, and that it would not be 
inconsistent either with the Constitution or the laws of Congress, I 
cannot conceive of any fact that would justify such an exercise of 
power. But Iam not able myself to take in all the circumstances 
that may surround a province or territory seeking to be admitted into 
the Union, and say what can or cannot happen: but I do say that, 
under the plenary power of Congress to admit new States into the 
Union and to provide for governments in those States by act of Con- 
gress, if it shall appear to Congress that it is necessary that the elec- 
tion shall be held for one or two terms at the same time, it would not 
be au unconstitutional exercise of power, and the members so elected 
onght not to be rejected when they come here accredited in a proper 
manner by the proper authorities, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask gentlemen to review this case and look 
at what we are to do if we follow their advice. We declare, in the 
first place, that a member who comes here from any State with an 
unimpeachable certificate from the government of that State to rep- 
resent it, shali not have his name put on the list if the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives even thinks there is a doubt about his elec- 
tion. That is the first act in this drama. 

I am not impeaching the integrity or the proper conduct of any 
officer of the House; but I ask gentlemen to think of it. Let them 
ask themselves if they are willing to give to the Clerk of one House, 
who may be a stranger to the members of another, the power upon 
his mere notion that some member may not have been legally elected, 
to refuse to place his name on the roll. If they establish that precedent, 
althongh I am not a prophet, I know it will return to trouble them. 

When that precedent becomes the recognized law of the House we 
must hold, according to our practice in this case, that debate must 
be suppressed ; and if a member asks an appeal to the judgment of 
the House itself, the appeal is refused. The Speaker is elected; the 
committees are appointed ; all the powers of the House are appropri- 
ated ; and there is nothing left for members to do except to attend to 
the ordinary legislative action of the House. And the member who 


is just as fairly elected as any member of this House is deprived of 

rights as a member which are valuable and honorable to hiin. 
hat is not all. We assail the right given to the EAP 
eim 


under 
the Constitution to admit new States into the Union. pede its 
operation. We deny the power of Congress as it has been exercised 
in other cases. We say that that clause of the Constitution and the 
laws which authorize a Territory to come into the Union under that 
clause of the Constitution must be in n with every other law 
that may have been passed at any time on the subject of elections 
or any subject relating to elections. 

Now, is it possible for any people of any Territory to be so well versed 
in the laws of the United States as to be able to ascertain exactly 
what their duties would be under such circumstances? Is there any 
man who is proud to bea member of this House who will shield him- 
self under a subterfuge or pretext of this character in order to de- 
prive a sovereign State of its right of representation under the Con- 
stitution? Yet that is what we are asked to do; to render impracti- 
cable the operation of the clause of the Constitution which makes it 

ible for Congress to admit new States; which has made the val- 

ey of the Mississippi and the mountain slopes of the Pacitic to blos- 

som like the rose, where the future power of this continent and pos- 
sibly of other continents may be seated forever. 

I ask gentlemen if they are willing to make such a declaration as 
this? For myself, I avoid it by voting that the member elected from 
the State of Colorado hasa right to be swornin. If anybody desires 
to question his right as to fact or as to law, or the authority of the 
governor or anybody else that lives or may live, I will give my vote 

or that inquiry with all the zeal and all the satisfaction that I sup- 
port the right of the member elected to take the oath of office at this 


time. 

Mr. WALKER. I had intended, Mr. Speaker, to enter somewhat 
into the merits of the question before the House; but after the ex- 
haustive discussion which has been had, it seems to me an idle waste 
of time to discuss the various questions involved in the sabject be- 
fore the House. 

ol one point I have no doubt whatever. I have no doubt that 
Mr. Belford has no right, either prima facie or otherwise, to a seat in 
this House. His case, it seems to me, is utterly without merit; and 
if that were the only question involved here I should vote for a 
resolution declaring a vacancy in Colorado, and have it certified to 
the governor in order that the vacancy might be filled. But another 
election was held. It is possible that through the manipulations of 
the politicians of Colorado the people did not attend the polls as 
they usually do and under ordinary circumstances would have done, 
and vote for a member on one side or the other to represent them in 
Congress. But we have nothing to do with that. election was 
held; votes were cast. 

The subject, it seems to me, is surrounded with sufficient doubt to 
warrant it being investigated by a committee, and a report made to 
this House on which we may act. For that reason, and that only, I 
shall vote for the reference of this subject to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. I think, too, that in the determination of this question we 
should not become involved in the Serbonian bog of republican 

recedents. Let us do the very right according to the law and the 

nstitution, so that Colorado may be properly, legally, and consti- 
tutionally represented on the floor of this House. 

Mr. BEEBE. For one, I deprecate the range this discussion has 
taken. I do not believe it is proper at this time to go into any con- 
sideration as to the facts concerning the election in Colorado, I do 
believe that a high constitutional responsibility is im upon this 
House, that it confronts us by a reason of the recitals in the certifi- 
cate which the governor of Colorado has sent here to us. I believe 
that it is not only our privilege, but it is our duty, manfully to accept 
the responsibility and meet the issue where the Constitution puts it, 
right here and now. f 

he Constitution of the United States provides that the times, 
pesek ann manner of holding elections for Senators and Representa- 
tives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof ; but 
Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, ex- 
cept as to the places of choosing Senators, 

ow, the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BANKS, J 
to whom I always listen with pleasure and from whose remarks I am 
always sure to acquire information, when referring to the certificate 
of the governor of Colorado, stated that the recital in that certificate 
as to the election being held on the 3d day of October had no effect 
or force whatever. He said, however, that if that certificate had re- 
cited that the election was held in 1578 we could then have taken 
notice of it. 

How would it have been had the certificate recited that the elec- 
tion was held in 1875, or long prior to the passage of the enabling act 
authorizing the people of Colorado to form a State government? 
Would we not then have been charged with notice? Would we not 
then have been required to determine the fact? And if the recital as 
to time has any force at all, if it appears to us by that recital and 
from that recital that the day of election was a day other than that 
fixed by law, I care not when that day was, it is our duty to take 
notice of it and to act with reference thereto. 

The gentleman makes another point. He directs the attention of 
the House to the fact that the governor states in the certiticate that 
Mr. Belford was duly elected; and he makes the point that the word 
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“duly” covers everything, cures every defect, and that the word 
“elected” comes up as a faithful lieutenant to aid the term “ duly” 
in that service. Sir, I cannot agree with the position taken by the 


gentleman in this regard. Suppose the enabling act had e no 
reference to the time when the election should be held. Suppose it 
had not contained this provision : 

Until the next general census said Stato shall be entitled to one Representative 
in the House of Representatives of the United States, which Representative shall 
be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, and to be fixed 
by said constitutional convention. 


If this clause were not in the enabling act, would gentlemen on 
the other side of the House claim that there was any right to hold 
an election on the 3d day of October? I imagine they wonld hardly 
take that ition. Now the proposition I submit to the Houso is 
that this clause is an attempt on the part of the Congress of the 
United States to exercise an authority that it had no right to exercise. 
The Constitution places this authority in the State Legislature, to be 
exercised in subordination to the paramount authority of Congress 
on the subject, s 

The Legislature, in the absence of any congressional enactment, 
may fix the time. Congress may of its own motion fix the time. 
But I defy the lawyers and statesmen on the other side of the House 
to point to a single instance of an authority in this country support- 
ing the proposition that a constitutional investiture of authority 
carries with it any right to delegate that power. The power is in 
this body; but we cannot delegate it to the constitutional conven- 
tion of Colorado, nor to the Legislature of any State. If the Legis- 
lature or the convention has such a power, it has it in virtneof a 
constitutional investiture of anthority, and not by virtue ef any con- 

ional enactment. 

I know that the distinguished Representative from Massachusetts 
(Mr. BUTLER] put forth the claim that the constitutional convention 
was, in the contemplation of the Constitution of the United States, 
the Legislature of Colorado; bat the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. 
MiLLs ] cited here this morning an opinion of the Attorney-General 
of the United States directly controverting that proposition. Why, 
sir, the Constitution itself makes a broad distinction between the 
conventions and legislative bodies. I have hastily gone through the 
Constitution, and I find that in no instance is the word “ legisla- 
ture” used where it could by any possibility be tortured by any con- 
struction so as to cover a constitutional or other convention of a 
State. A constitutional convention is that body which has all the 
power of the State. The legislature has only a limited authority, 
such authority as is limited to the legislative department of the gov- 
ernment. The authority of the convention extends to every depart- 
ment. We might as well claim that the word “ governor,” when used 
in the Constitution of the United States, is to be regarded as embrac- 
ing a constitutional convention, as tomake such a claim for the word 
“legislature.” ` 

Now, sir, article 5, seċtion 1 of the Constitution,in providing for 
amendments to this instrument, declares that they shall be valid 
“when ratified by the islatures of three-fourths of the several 
States or by conventions in three-fourths thereof ;” thus making a 
clear distinetion between a State legislature and a State convention, 
And if gentlemen will examine the Constitution they will find that this 
distinction is kept in view all the way through the instrument. Our 
fathers when they framed the Constitution acted in view of the fact 
that there were in the several existing State governments executive, 
legislative, and judicial departments. The Constitution was framed 
with reference to such a state of things then existing. The decisions 
holding that the terms used in the Constitution must be construed as 
they were understood at the time the Constitution was framed, are 
numerous and conclusive. This has been repeatedly declared in 
reference to such terms as “grand jury,” “trial by jury,” &c. 

Now, if 1 ani correct in the proposition that the constitutional con- 
vention could take no authority by virtue of an act of Congress, (and I 
claim that the decisions are uniformly to the effeet that where by 
the constitution of a State or of the United States anthority is dele- 
gated to any body that body cannot redelegate it,) becanse Congress 
cannot authorize the governor or the Legislature of a State or any 
other body or authority to fix tho day for an election, then the clause 
in the enabling act to which I have referred is void. It stands 
exactly as if it had never been placed in the enactment, and in the 
absence of such language there could be no claim anywhere of a right 
to hold an election on the 3d of October. 

I differ from the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts who 
has put forth the proposition that this is not a material point. It is 
a recital upon the face of the certificate, and we are charged with 
just the same measure of responsibility in dealing with it as if the 
recital had been that the election was held in 1873 or 1875, or before 
the enabling act was passed. 

There is no inconsistency in the position taken by this side of the 
House. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] who first 
addressed hiniself to the discussion of this question, cited many in- 
stances (and his colleague has referred to those citations) where con- 
stitutions had been framed, members of Congress elected, and Jerri- 
tories almitted as new States, without any previous authority trom 
Congress whatever. I nt it; aud that carries the whole caso with 


it so far as that branch is concerned. The last Congress followed 


that line of precedents exactly and admitted Colorado as a State 
and Mr. Belford to a seat here; and why? Not because there was 
any day fixed or any day attempted to be fixed; not because the elec- 
tion was regular or there was any claim of ularity for it, but be- 
cause of its authority to admit new States e that other authority 
which permits Congress to judge arbitrarily of this whole mutter ; 
and, as in the cases of Arkansas, Michigan, and other States, admitted 
this State of Colorado with the Representative certified to ns to have 
been chosen, 

I should vote to-day to admit Mr. Belford if the governor of that 
State had certified that at an election duly and regularly held, or duly 
held, if you please, Mr. Belford had been elected. If that had been 
the recital and nothing more, I should have claimed that in making 
a prima facie caso every intendment is in favor of the truth of tho 
certificate of the officer, and that every presumption is in favor of 
the officer of the law who made the certificate, aud upon that pre- 
cee as I would have been by the p ents, I would 
have voted to have seated him and left Mr. Patterson to contest. 

But when the certificate goes further and recites that which brings 
to onr notice, and of necessity to our knowledge, that the election 
was held when it conld not be lawfully held, either under any law 
of Congress or of tho Territory, then I say it is asking as little 
as should be asked of this side of the House to agree to send this 
whole case to a committee of the House, solemnly to examine into it 
and report for our final judgment all the facts and the whole law 
connected therewith.. Now, sir, if the convention had any right in 
this matter, and if it did, as a matter of right, hold its election in Oc- 
tober, it certainly was under the provision of the constitution of Col- 
orado authorizing the election. Suppose we concede that much. 
Colorado, by her convention, authorized but ono election, and that 
was for the Forty-fourth, not the Forty-fifth, Congress. Cases have 
been cited in Massachusetts and New York Where elections have 
been held at the same time to fill a vacancy and also for a full 
term, but they do not touch this case, and for this reason there is 
no.claim, and certainly there is nothing before the House to charge 
it with the knowledge, that there was any provision made in Colorado 
for filling, at the October election, both the vacancy and the full term, 
If the authorities of Colorado had provided that there should be an 
election held forthe unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress, 
and also an election held for the Forty-fifth Congress, then the case 
would be in keeping with the precedents which have arisen in various 
States of the Wnion. 

But I defy any member of the Honse to point to an instance where 
an election has been held without any law or even any proclamation 
of any officer for an unexpired term to fill a vacancy and a full term 
as well. If there had been a law charging upon the electors to meet 
and cast their ballots on that day, to wit, the 3d day of October, for 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress, then it would have mat- 
tered nothing if no proclamation had issued. But there is no such 
law. If the law of Congress means anything it means the election 
shall be held on the 7th of November. If the constitutional provis- 
ion of Colorado meant anything it meant there should be one Repre- 
sentative elected then and thereafter. Mark the language of tho 
constitution of that State, or rather of the convention itself. I 
quote, “and thereafter,” that is, after the first election, “an election 
shall be held at such times and places as may be required by law.” 
What law? The law of the Territory of Colorado perhaps might 
have applied if there was any law in that Territory, because another 

rovision of the constitution continued in force those territorial laws. 

t would have followed that the other election required by law must 
be held on that day fixed by the territorial laws, whieh were by the 
constitution continued in force, or the words “required by law ” must 
be taken as referring to the law of Congress. In either case it is 
fatal to the claim that Mr. Belford was elected. 

So, in a word, and in conclusion, holding as I do that the Congress 
of the United States had no authority to delegate to or place in tho 
hands of the convention any power to regulate this matter, holding 
as I do that the law of Congress was not repealed by that provision 
of the enabling act which was itself unconstitutional and void, I hold 
that there was no lawful election in Colorado on the 3d of October 
for either the Forty-fourth or Forty-fifth Congress, and the admission 
of the member to the Forty-fourth Congress was only because the 
practice had been in the first instance to admit Representatives from 
new States without requiring strict conformity to law; but I claim 
no anthority ean be cited for naming the day or “ preseribing,” in the 
language of the constitution, the time for holding an election after 
the first officers are chosen, other than the time fixed by Congress or 
by the State 8 where Congress has not acted. The attempt 
by Congress to delegate this power of fixing the time for holding the 
election to the constitutional convention was in violaticn of the Con- 
stitution of the United States and void, and, in my opinion, left the 

rovisions of the Revised Statutes in force, and as it follows that 

nesday after the first Monday of November was the day fixed hy 
law for the election, I cannot sustain any claim made here upon the 
strength of an election held in October. 

Mr. BRAGG. It is not my purpose at this late hour in the debate 
to weary the already overtaxed patience of this House in the disens- 
sion of the question involved upon the merits. My vote has been 
cast upon each of the preceding questions which have been considered 


— 
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by this House in favor of the member who presented here in support 
of his claim credentials, re upon their face, upon the theory that 
a prima facie case was e to a seat by reason of those credentiuls 
showing such right; and as it has been repeatedly charged upon this 
floor that the question involved in this case is precisely identical 
with the question involved in the preceding cases in that and 
as I feel bound in following my judgment to vote against t is- 
sion of Mr. Belford, and for a reference to a committee, I beg the 
indulgence of this House for a moment while I state in brief the 
reasons which lead me to the conclusion which controls my vote upon 
this question. 

We have heard a great deal said about the prima facie case. What 
is it? I will define what I understand it to be. When a claimant 
asks to be seated upon this floor and he presents a certificate which, 
if the facts recited upon the face of the certificate are true, entitles 
him to a seat, then in such case the House has not time to consider 
whether the facts so stated are true or not, but will admit tho mem- 
ber to his seat upon the strength of the certificate, and in case the 
facts are contested will refer the contest to a committee with power 
to investigate and deliberate upon the question, and allow the con- 
testant, if he can, by proof aliunde to impeach the truth of the state- 
ment on the record so that the House may be advised ultimately upon 
the report of the committee, not only what the prima facie case repre- 
sented, but the truth of the case as it would appear after the prima 
Sacie case had been attacked by the contestant. Such a case so stated 
upon paper makes a prima facie case. 

Now, does the paper presented by Mr. Belford make such a case? 
I say, no. Why? N if you admit every statement that is 
contained in the certificate of the governor upon which Mr. Belford 
claims title, still there is a question as to whether he has a right to 
his seat, and if what he claims to make a prima facie case raises upon 
its face that question, then it has ceased to be a prima facie case, and 
the question presented upon the face of the certificate must be adju- 
dicated upon before his right to a seat can be determined. 

In other words, a prima facie case, if admitted, admits the claim- 
ant to his seat. Now, we may admit everything to be true that is 
stated in Mr. Belford’s certificate, and none of those statements are 
denied and no one contests the truth of them, and yet it may be 
said that he is not entitled to his seat. In other words, the objec- 
tion raised upon the face of the certificate stands in the nature of a 
demurrer to the evidence, conceding the facts to be true. Yet, still 
no case is made. And why is there no case made? Because the cer- 
tificate shows the election was held upon the 3d day of October, 1876. 
Was that the proper day? That is the question. Grave doubts arise 
whether that was the proper 1 8 Iam not prepared to say it was 
not the proper day, neither am I pi to say that it was. What 
then would you do in such a case? ill you take the advice that is 
given to you by jurists through the newspapers, or will you send the 
question to your own chosen advisers, whose opinion upon questions 
of law you are accustomed to take, and ask them what the state of 
the law was; and then, if they shall report that the 3d day of Octo- 
ber was the true day for Vap the election, Mr. Belford is entitled 
to his seat without contest. If they shall report the 7th day of Novem- 
ber was the true day for the election, then the question will arise for 
the Committee on Elections to determine—if there be an application 
for a seat—to determine 8 there was an election held on 
that day; and if the party claiming there was an election has been 
unable to procure a certificate, he can establish the fact before that 
committee that he received a majority of the votes cast upon that 
day; then, upon the report of the committee, the member making 
that claim should be seated. I, for one, sir, ask to be advised by the 
committee of this House as to what the state of the law is before I 
am prepared to vote. I do not wish to render judgment first and try 
my case afterward. 

hat would be the position of this House if it should vote Mr. 


Belford now into his seat? It would be a declaration on the part of | M 


the House that upon the 3d of October there was an election and 
that election was held upon a day fixed by law. Suppose after our 
committee shall have investigated this question they report to this 
House, and the report of the committee be sustained, that upon the 
3d day of October there was no law authorizing such an election; 
what will that show? That will show that this House, in a hasty 
and perhaps ill-advised action, had seated a man and given him the 
rights of a member upon the floor of the House who had no more 
right or color of right to a seat than . osne gentleman from Col- 
orado, and then we shall be obliged to ere to the decision that we 
will now make by such a vote, or else we shall be obliged to confess 
that we were ignorant of the true condition of the law, and now that 
we have learned what the law was will reconsider our action and say 
to the State of Colorado, “Your election was held upon a day not 
authorized by law, and you have sent no man here to represent you 

e we therefore send the case back to you that you may hold a legal 
election. 

In my judgment, therefore, Mr. Speaker, and I believe I differ from 
most of the gentlemen upon this side of the House, this question should 
go as a question of law to the Judiciary Committee for the purpose of 
ascertaining the state of the law under which the election was held, 
that the House may decide that question which meets them at the 
threshold, and then the question of any contest for the seat should 
go to tho Committee of Elections. 


VI 


11 


I offer, as an amendment in the nature of a substitute for the res- 
lution of the gentleman from Virginia, the following: 
Resolved, That the claims of James B. Belford and Thomas M. Patterson to a 
the Forty fith 5 rays Tadielary Committee of the House, to 
5 0 m 
be a nted, with instructions to report what was the day fixed by —.— for the 
of a member of the Forty-fifth Congress to represent the State of Colorado. 
Mr, SAYLER. I move that the House do now adjourn. 


The question was put; and on a division there were—ayes 94, noes 


Mr. LEONARD. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were Gland, 
The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
112, nays 143, not voting 35; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bagley Ballou, Beebe, Benedict, Bisbee, Blount, Bouck, 


ley > 
Brid, Buckner, Bundy, Cabell, Camp, Candler, Carlisle, Claflin, Alvah A. Clar 
Clymer, Cook, Covert, . 1 8. Cor. & suli i 
Full ‘Garth, Gibson Giddings, Glover, Goode, Hami lamer’ 
‘aller, ver, Gunter, ton, Harmer, 
Benjamin W. Harris, John T. Harris, Hart, Hartridge, Hazel N 
Taylor J J nde 5 K man atban, EEA La 0 . — 
‘aylor Jones, Jorgensen, Joyce, Kenna, Ke Knott, a W. 
Lo Mannin; sA 8 Muller Nor- 
lly, Riddle, 
n, Sayler, Schleicher, Singleton, 
A. Herr Smith, 8 War g: Thornburgh, Throckmorton, Amos Townsend 


Warner. White, Whitthorne, Alpheus S. 
Williams, Charles G. Williams, Jere N. Willams, Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, 


well, W. P. 


John B. Clarke of Kentucky, Rush Clark, Cobb, Cole, Collins, Conger, Jacob D. Co: 
Crittenden, Cummin Cutler, Danford, Davidson, Ii D . a 


„Den 
Field. Finley, Franklin, Gardner, 
Hartzell, Hate H 


Keightley, N Kimmell, 1 Landers, La- 


‘an, 
Phelps, Pol P Prid Pugh, Rain Randolph, Rea, Reed, Amer? 
0 worn. emore, ey, 0 meri- 

g Willian W. Rice, Robbins, * m, Sapp, Seales, 


Springer, Starin, Steele, Stewart, John W. Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Strait, Ti 
Aa pa Turney, Vance, Van Vorhes, W dell, W t, Walker,” Welch. Michael 


D. White, | Richard Williams, Albert S. Willis, Wright, Yeatea, and 
oung— 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Aiken, Bliss, Butler, John B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, 
Darrall, Douglas, Ellis, I. Newton , Garfield, Gente Hale, Haskell, 


ares yi è, — 8. nig Hooker, 5 Killi. 8 eninge Mitchell, 
ne. Potter, thard, ann, 
tin L To Tucker. Watson, adren W — ard, Stephens, Swann, M 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 
Mr. SLEMONS. My colleague, Mr. GAUSE, is confined to his room 


by sickness, 
Mr. HUNTON. My pepe aay toa teas Be: ere 2 this mos 
. g detained from 


sion with Mr. RYAN of Kansas, 
House by sickness. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. HALE. I desire, for the benefit of the House, to ask the Chair 
to state what are the papoan now pending? 

The SPEAKER. The original proposition is the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Maine, [Mr. HALE,] that Mr. James B. Belford be sworn 
in as Representative from the State of Colorado. The gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Harris] has offered as a substitute a resolution 
which the Clerk will now read. 

i The Clerk read the resolution of Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, as fol- 
ows: 

Resolved, That the certificate presented by James B. Belford, and the certified 
BEANA C the TOAS AOUR Congress TTT 

ve e 
M Patterson, acon: which Sag ciate the oes of eee Forty - 
fifth Congress of the United States from the State of Colorado, be referred to tho 
Committee of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, with instructions to said com- 
mittee to report either as to the prima facie . — or final right of said claimants as 
the committee shall deem proper, and that n claimant be sworn in until said 
committee shall report. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Brace] 
offered an amendment to the resolution offered by the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Harris] which the Clerk will read. 

e Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

That the claims of James B. Belford and Thomas M. Patterson toa 
seat upon the floor of this House as Representative of the State of Colorado in the 
5 Congress be referred to the Ju: Committee of the House, to be 
app nted, with instructions to re what was day fixed by law for the elec- 

of a member of the Forty- Congress to represent the State of Colorado. 


Mr. HALE. I do not propose, Mr. Speaker, to N much more 
of the time of the House. This question has been thoroughly dis- 
cassed in almost every phase that it could be presented in, and after 
all it comes back to the one dangerous proposition of interference 
upon a case presenting a are facie credential from the governor of 
a State or of the legal and duly constituted authorities, by this House, 
to prevent the member bearing such a certificate being sworn in. I 
maintain now, as I did before, that there is no end to the dangers 
apon which we shall embark when we attempt to disregard and dis- 
allow the force of such certificate. I hold in this case that the reci- 
tation in the certificate that the member has been duly elected is tho 
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interpretation by the duly constituted authorities of the State, that 
there has been such an election and that that certificate, when pre- 
sented here, should have the same force as evory other certificate, 

I have been examining the authorities to see when and where just. 
this question has come up before the House as to the recitation of the 
date of the election in the certificate giving anybody, the Clerk or 
the House, the right to raise a question on the prima facie case, 

The case that I find in point, and the only case that I find in point 
upon this subject, was one that arose in the Forty-second Con; 
where this same qnestion came up on the Tennessee certificates, which 
recited a day of election npon which it was declared in the certificate 
the members had beenelected. The point wasraised at the organiza- 
tion of that House, and it was raised in the organization of this House, 
that as the certificate recited a day doubtful in the view of many 
members of the House, and therefore projected upon this House a 
doubt which should be solved either by the Clerk or by the House, 
a decision was made upon that point. I will read from the decision 
of the Clerk upon that case, which decision was acquiesced in by the 
Se and the members were seated. This is the language of the 
Clerk: 

— certificates from Tennessee, the Clerk desires to state that they 
differ essentially from the credentials issued to the Representatives from that 
State elected to the Forty-first Congress. 

In this case there is no such discrepancy. Mr. Belford presented 
himself with the same kind of a certificate as he presented for the 
fragment of the term of the Forty-fourth Congress. He then passed 
through the scrutiny of a committee of this House and no point was 
made as to the form of his credentials. Therefore the additional 
points in the Tennessee case are not found in this case. The Clerk 
goes on to say— 

That strictly jud; they [tho certificates from Tennessee] are both vague and 
evasive; that c made are so marked and special as to create a belief 
that they were 1 is mado to produce uncertainty. 

The Clerk was referring to additions and changes in the creden- 
tials, patent to the eyes of himself and of members, not found here 
in this case. 

The Clerk has been in doubt as to his duty concerning them, but has finally con- 

cluded to give them, this uue tie benefit of the doubt, and to accept them. The 

int which has been a t the election was not held on the day fixed by the 

ws of Tennessee, involves a construction of the constitution and of several laws 

of gy Oe and the Clerk has, under the circumstances, concluded not to rule 
upon 

He concluded not to rnle upon it for the reason, as intimated by him, 
that it involved a construction of the law in regard to which the duly 
constituted authorities of Tennessee had taken cognizance and had sent 
their members here. The Clerk of that Congress in that case ruled 
against his party because he was filled with the belief, and the House 
sustained him in that opinion, that it did not lie in his mouth, that it 
did not lie with the House, to shut out members upon donbts raised, 
even although they were so grave as those presented in the language 
of the Clerk which I have just read here. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Has the gentleman one of those Tennessee cer- 
tificates before him? If so, I would like to hear it read. 

Mr. HALE. I have not, and I do not care about it, because the 
language of the Clerk shows how much difficulty there was. It shows 
that three Congresses the House of Representatives, the Clerk 
acting for them, received certificates that had a score of defects com- 
pared with any which the ingenuity of any gentleman can raise in 
the case now before this House. 

It is in the power of this House, it is in the power of the majority 
of this House, to declare that Colorado shall for the time be disfran- 
chised here, that her Representative, producing this certificate which 
her governor has giron him, shall be held from our doors. It is in 
their power to send these credentials and to send him before a com- 
mittee some members of which presumably have already expressed 
themselves in this case, as they a right to do. My friend, the honor- 
able gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. HARRIS, I the former chairman of the 
Committee of Elections, made a strong argument the other day against 
the right of Mr. Belford to be seated here. His argument is such as, 
if sustained, would prevent Mr. Belford being seated here either on 
a prima facie case or a whole case before the Committee of Elections. 
Ido not know whether he will have anything to do with the tribunal 
that shall first pass upon this case, if it is sent to the Committee of 
Elections, But if he does then this will be a prejudged case. His 
inind as a lawyer is made up on grounds that he believes to be good. 
It is only one way of declaring that Colorado shall be unrepresented 
until she has been put to the expense of a new election and until 
there shall be sounded in all her hills and valleys the notes of another 
general election for a member of Congress. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him a question 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, I know no more than the gentleman 
does where I will be in the organization of committees. But, if I 
should be upon the Committee of Elections, I fully understand that 
its duty is to examine and report its opinion to this House. It is 
merely advisory ; every member of the House must at last upon his 
judicial oath vote as to who is and who is not entitled to the seat, 
when the report is made from that committee and shall come to this 
House for action. 

I ask my friend from Maine [ Mr. HALE] if he has not given as much 


evidence as I have of an opinion in this case. Even more so, for I 
have studiously avoided expressing any opinion upon the legality of the 
election held in November, and have taken the ground that this case 
should go to the Committee of Elections and there be investigated 
judicially; not to avoid a judicial investigation, but that such inves- 
tigation should be had. The gentleman argues the whole question 

and I am very much afraid that his mind is so made up that he will 
not be a fair judge; and if the law excluded judges here, as in the 
case of jurors, from sitting on a case where they had made up their 
SREE think the gentleman would be disqualified from voting in 

is case. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not find the least fault with the gentleman for 
having made up his mind and for having argued the question ably, 
as he I only say that he argued the question so ably that from 
his own proposition he must, as a logician, proceed unerringly to this 
one result. That is the whole question. 

Here is a man with a certificate good in form and undisputed as to 
its authority. For ten days he has been knocking at our doors ask- 
ing for admission. He was elected at a fair, undisputed election; 
elected by a majority which is not contested here; elected on a con- 
test in which both parties put forth 19 particle of strength that 
in them lay; elected by the ple of his State, aud coming here 
with no competitor for whom it has been argued that he has a cre- 
dential or is entitled to a seat. Now, Mr. Speaker, it rests with a 
majority of this House to say whether they will apply to this case- 
the stern, strict rule of Sir Robert Walpole, “No quarter in election 
cases!” The majority can keep this man out. They can declare that 
there was no election. They can say that the twenty-five thousand 
men of Colorado who voted on the 3d day of October, 1876, shall 
be called upon to vote over again—perhaps in midwinter; for no 
man can tell when this report will be made. Gentlemen on the other 
side, because it will increase their majority in this House by the addi- 
tion of one vote that they do not need, can keep this man out, or the 
House can continue in the direction that it took the other day, and 
can declare that there is nothing so potential in a prima facie case as 
the certificate of the governor duly presented. I now call the pre- 
vious question. : 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
re was first upon the adoption of the following, offered by Mr. 

RAGG : 

Resolved, That the claims of James B. Belford and Thomas M. Patterson to a 
seat upon the floor of this House as Representative of the State of Colorado in the 
Forty-tifth Congress be referred to the Judiciary Committee of this House, to be 
appointed, with instractions to 1 755 what was the day fixed by law for the elcc- 
tion of a member of the Forty-fifth Congress to represent the State of Colorado. 


Mr. BRAGG. I ask consent to withdraw that substitute, 

The SPEAKER. The substitute will be regarded as withdrawn. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption of the following sub- 
stitute, offered by Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: 


Resolved, That the certificate presented by James B. Belford and the certified 
abstracts of votes cast upon the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for Represent- 
ative to the Forty-fifth Con and accompanyin papers prescuted by Thomas 
M. Patterson, upon which each claims the offico of Representative to tho Forty- 
fifth Congress of the United States from the State of Colorado, be referred to the 
Committee of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, with instructions to said com- 
mittee to report either as to the prima facie right or final right of said claimants, as 
the committee shall deem proper, and that neither claimant be sworn in until said 
committee shall report. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I call for the yeas and nays on the adoption of 
this resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 137, nays 130, not 
voting 23; as follows: 


Bragg. Bridges, Bright, Back Cabell: Jenn 
gg. Bri i ackner, Cabell, John 
Clark, John 


Henry Ha 
3 Goldsmith W. Hewitt, House, Hunton, Frank Jones, James Taylor 
‘ones, 


Morrison, Morse, Muldrow, Muller, Phelps, Pridemore, Quinn, Rea, — n, 
It, pler, 

E. Smith, Southard, 
Spar pringer, Steele, wnshend, Turner, Tari 
ance, Veeder, Waddell, Walker, Walsh, Warner, Whitthorne, Alpheus S. Will- 


roy, 

ner, James, John S. Jones, J. nsen, Joyce, Keifer, Keightley, Kelley, Ketcham, 
Lapham, Lathrop, Leonard, Lindsey, Loring, 7 

ley, Monroe, Neal, Norcross, Oliver, O'Neill, Overton, Pacheco, Page, Patterson, 
Peddie, Phillips, Pollard, Pound, Powers, Pri Pugh, Rainey, Randolph; Reed, 
Wiliam W. Kice, George D. Robinson, Milton S. Robinson, Sampson, Sapp, Sex- 
ton, Shallenberger, Sinnickson, A. Herr Smith, Starin, Jobn W. Stone, Joseph C. 
Stone, Strait, Thompson, on ae Tipton, Amos Townsend, Van Vorhes, Ward, 
Watson, Wolch, White, Michael D. White, Willets. Charles G. Williams. 
Richard Williams, and Wren—130. 


1877. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Bliss. John B. Clarke, of Kentucky, Douglas, Durham, 

zanso, Haskell, Henderson, Henkle, Abram S. Hewitt, Hooker, Killinger, Mackey, 
Sittehell Pete. Ryan, Smalls, Stephens, Stewart, Swann, Martin I. Townsend, 
Tucker, Wait, and Andrew Williams—23. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. FRANKLIN. On this question I am paired with the gentleman 
from Kansas, Mr. RYAN. If he were present, he would vote “no” 
and I should vote “ ay.” 

Mr. DURHAM. Iam with the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. TowNsEND. If he were here, he would vote in the negative and 
I should vote in the affirmative. 0 

Mr. WAIT. I am paired with the gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. 
HOOKER, who, if present, would vote in the affirmative, while I should 
vote in the negative. 

Mr. STEWART. I am paired with the gentleman from Maryland 
Mr. HENKLE. If he were present, he would vote “ay” and I should 
vote “no.” 

Mr. HENDERSON. Iam paired on all political questions with Mr. 
CLARKE, of Kentucky. I did not suppose this to be a political ques- 
tion, but it seems to be so regarded by some ; and therefore I refrain 
from voting. If Mr. CLARKE were present, he would, I presume, vote 
“ay” and I should vote “no.” x 

Mr. PHILLIPS. My colleague, Mr. HASKELL, is detained from 
the Honse by sickness, and is paired with the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. are If present, he would vote “ no.” 

Mr. HUNTON. Ihave been requested to state that my colleague, 
Mr. TUCKER, is paired with Mr. RYAN, of Kansas. 

Mr. FRAN KLIN. Mr. 1 as I have just learned from the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. HUNTON] that the pair which he has 
announced between his colleague [Mr. TucKER] and the gentleman 
from Kansas [Mr. RYAN] was made by the gentleman from Illinois, 

Mr. BURCHARD, I I wish to state that if the gentleman from Illinois 
1 BURCHARD | had the authority to make that arrangement for a 
air then it releases me; and, further, that if the gentleman from 
irginia [Mr. TUCKER] is absent from the House, believing he is 
paired with the 8388 from Kansas [Mr RYAN] under the ar- 
rangement made by the gentleman from Ilinois, [Mr. BURCHARD, ] 
that also releases me. Therefore, under the circumstances, and with 
this statement to the House, I propan to vote. F 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that, in reference to the 
arrangements about pairs among members, he has nothing to do, 
but he would su t, as the House is very close, that in future all 
pairs should be submitted in writing. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The pair in announcing which the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. FRANKLIN] has alluded to my name was arranged 
by myself and the gentleman from Kansas, [Mr. PHILLIPS, ] the col- 
leagne of Mr. RYAN, with the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. HUN- 
TON,] in good faith, without any 8 of any previous arran 
mont 5 85 by the gentleman from Mi (Mr. FRANKLIN] with Mr. 

YAN. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question next recurs on the resolution as 
amended. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion, as pene: was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. GARFIELD. Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, I introduced a resolu- 
tion in regard to the documents of the last House. It was written 
hastily, and I understand it may interfere with the rights of officers 
of the House to their documents. I have now draf another coy- 
ering the whole case, which I ask to submit to take the place of the 
one offered yesterday. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the undistributed books and documents 9 the folding- 
room of the House of Representatives to the credit of members and officers of tho 
last House of Representatives at the commencement of the present session be 
Peres ae Oe t of the corresponding and officers of the present 

ouse. 


Mr. YEATES. Lohject. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope the gentleman will understand that the 
resolution passed the other day in omitting the officers of the House 
did them injustice. This is to correct that, and is submitted at the 
saa are of the Clerk and other officers. 

. BUCKNER. I ask the gentleman whether this resolution does 
not conflict with the law upon the subject, which gives the outgoing 
members the right until the Ist of January to distribute these docu- 
ments. 

Mr. VANCE. It is the law. 

The SPEAKER, Until the Ist of December is the law. 

Mr. YEATES. I withdraw my objection. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resola- 
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tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPAIRS TO THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT BUILDING, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting estimates for 
salaries and for 2 15 to the Interior Department building; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


THE GERMAIN CHILDREN. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, relative to setting aside 
from the Cheyenne annuities $5,000 fur the Germain children; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE SERVICE. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting reports of 
certain citizen committees 1 to investigate the custom- house 
service and recommending that they be compensated by appropriate 
legislation; which were referred to the Committee of 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


CALEB TOMPKINS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimons consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, regarding the claim of 
Caleb Tompkins, of Cartersville, Georgia, with accompanying docu- 
ments; which were referred to ‘the Committee on War Claims, when 


appointed. 
MARY E. DARWIN. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, regarding the claim of 
Mary E. Darwin and the heirs of Amanda Canian, with accompany- 
ing documents; which were referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed. 
INVENTORY OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
an inventory of public documents in the folding-room of the House 
of Representatives; which was referred to the Committee of Ac- 
counts, when appointed. i . 


LIGHT-HOUSE ON THUNDER BAY RIVER. 


The SPEAKER also, i peor crushes consent, laid before the House 
a joint resolution of the Legislature of the State of Michigan, asking 
an appro riation to construct a light-house at the mouth of Thun- 
der Bay River, in the county of Alpena; which was referred to the 
Committee of Commerce, when appointed. 


LEVEES ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimons consent, laid before the House a 
concurrent resolution of the Legislature of the State of Missouri, in 
reference to a Ten of levees on the Mississippi River; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed. 


REMOVAL OF NATIONAL CAPITAL. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
joint and concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
souri, relative to the removal of the National Capital; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, when appointed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 


On motion of Mr. REAGAN, by unanimous consent, leave was given 
to withdraw from the files of the House the papers in the case of James 
Green, there being no adverse report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous consent, 
leave was given to withdraw from the files of the House papers relat- 
ing to the destruction of the Columbia bridge, and to refer the same 
to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, there being no ad- 
verse report thereon. : 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to make an ca re in rd to these appli- 
cations for withdrawal of papers from the files, whether, in order to 
their heng referred to a committee, there is any necessity for a motion 
here. I think we have a rule which regulates that. 

The SPEAKER. There is a rule which permits it. 

Mr. CONGER. It does not, as I understand, need the action of the 
3 to withdraw these papers from the files for reference to a com- 
mi 

The SPEAKER. That is within the 8 of the rule. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I understand the Speaker makes a reference by 
unanimous consent of the House, but the House can at any time 
change the reference. 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker only indicates what he thinks to be 
the appropriate committee of reference. If the House thinks differ- 
ently, any gentleman can rise in his place and test the sense of the 
House on the reference suggested by the Speaker. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not desire raise the question now, but I 
wish to state that it has always been the custom whenever a subject- 
matter by a resolution or bill is introduced to the House and referred 
to a committee, to have the papers connected with that subject upon 


ays and 
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the files of a former Congress referred to the committee without mo- 
tion in the Honse. I draw the attention of the Speaker to the fact 
that that has been the custom heretofore. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is quite correct in what he statts. 
It may be done either way. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. SMALLS, for two days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. RYAN, for five days, on account of sickness in his family. 
To Mr. James, for ten days. 
To Mr. STARIN, for ten days. 


EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 


Mr. COX, of New York. I move that the Honse do now adjourn. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I ask the gentleman from New York to yield to 
me for a few moments. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will yield to the gentleman if what he 
offers has nothing political in it. 

Mr. GARFIELD. There is nothing political in what I am to ask. 
I have received a petition of so interesting and remarkable a charac- 
ter, and which is so entirely non-partisan, that I desire to have it 


spread upon the RECORD, and I am sure the gentleman from New 
York will be glad to read it there. I will state to the gentleman in 
brief —— 


Mr. COX, of New York. I desire that it may be read before I con- 
sent to its ing on the Journal. 

Mr. GARPIE D. Ido not ask that it may go upon the Journal, 
but I desire to have the petition apes in the Recorp. This is a 
petition from 210 men of color, asking assistance from Congress toen- 
able them to go to Liberia and make it their permanent home. They 
say that a very large movement of that sort is going on among them, 
and they state their reasons why it should be assisted. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have no objection to their going. 

Mr. GARFIELD. For the information of the Honse I desire that 
the petition should be spread upon the RECORD ; and I shall be glad 
if gentlemen will have patience to hear it read. 

he SPEAKER. Is there objection to the petition being read ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. If read, it goes to the RECORD. It may as 
well go to the RECORD without being read. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I ask that the letter of transmission may be 
printed along with it. 

Several MEMBERS. Read! Read! 

The SPEAKER. The objection to reading the Chair would hold to 
be an objection to the introduction of the petition. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have no objection toits being read if no 
one else has. 

There being no further objection the petition was read, and is as 
follows: 


To the honorable the Senate and > 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

GENTLEMEN: The undersigned tfully and earnestly ask your attention to 
this their statement and request ; they confidently hope to receive your favor- 
able consideration of the claim they urge. Your petitioners are descendants of 
African slaves, brought to this coun against will; while for two hondred 

ears their children ave given their labor to increase, es; ly in raising cotton, 
the wealth of every section of the United States. We desire now to return to Af- 
rica and make it our home; but after all the years given to the white race, we as a 
le are left without the means of poring our or 88 our imme- 

Tint © ask you will aid our efforts; and that 


are two: The ex 


ved. Bead 

leave many of us unemploy: es, the experience of more than one hundred 

in the Northern States shows that in this competition the colored people 

ox to occupy any but subordinate 
m: rged why we should remain is, that our labor and 

our votes are needed in this country; a suggestion that our interests should in the 

future as in the past be made subordinate to the interests of the white people. 

On the reaper the republic a 5 us ey freedom 4 — com 
tion with any but our own and an equal prospect of superior position. ore- 
over, the entire continent of Atrica is now open to the better. instructed classes, 
and the road to honorable and useful employment, as well as to Christian enterprise, 
is wide and inviting. And your petitioners ask your assistance in their efforts for 
these additional considerations : W hen closed, 
rican slaves taken in the 


confi- 
dently ask that you will VN the same sum, $100 each, to us as emigrants which 
your predecessors farni for the benefit of the recaptured, For this amount 
American Colonization Society is now, as in past years, ready to furnish us a 
go to Liberia and six months’ shelter, provisions, medical attendance, and 
nstruction for our children until we can provide for ourselves by the use 
lands granted us by the Liberian government. Wo feel assured that your favor- 
able action will not only be approved but commended by the great majority of the 


American peopl 
75 ROBERT ORR, 
President North Carolina Freedmen's Emigration Aid Society, 
SHERWOOD CAPPS, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
tition be referred to the Com- 
he names attached need not be 


Mr. GARFIELD. I ask that the 
mittee on Education and Labor. 
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* 
prind except the names of the officers which authenticate the doc- 
ument. 

Mr. YOUNG. As I feel a good deal of interest in this matter which 
has been particularly agitated in my section of country, I wish to ask 
the gentleman from Ohio where these men reside ? 

Mr.GARFIELD. This is an emigration society in North Carolina. 
The place of residence is mentioned in the petition and the print 
will show it. 

I make this apology for asking the House to listen long enough to 
hear it read. It struck me as so remarkable and probably as having 
that in it which every gentleman, whatever his political opinions, 
would be anxious to consider, that I want it gallina ea the RECORD 
where every gentleman can read it. 

I must confess that it has made a very deep impression on me, and 
I understand from the letter, which I ask to have printed as a part of 
my remarks, from Dr. Samson, late president of Columbia College 
in this city, and now of New York, to whom this paper was addressed 
and who transmitted it to me for presentation to the House, that the 
old American Colonization Society, which we had sup ed the ab- 
olition of slavery had rendered nearly obsolete, is actively engaged in 
assisting these people in their attempt. And I am sure every gentle- 
man would be willing at least to consider what is there written, and 
I think the Committee on Education and Labor is the appropriate 
committee to consider it. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Education and La- 
bor, when appointed. 

The letter referred to by Mr. GARFIELD is as follows: 


New York, October 22, 1877. 
My DEAR GENERAL: My long service for the colored people of the South, before 
the war when the captives were sent back to Africa, and the war in our ex- 
tended educational work in the South, leads them to look to me for sympathy still. 
Hon. Mr, Fessenden received, when chairman of the Finance Committee of the 


Senate, shortly after the war, similar appeals to the inclosed. He acknowledged 
the debt, and would have led in a movement for its proas had he lived. 
If not istent with your convictions of what is due to the petitioners, I 
= will pren: this peti which Mr. Fessenden, were ho alive, would urge 
* * * * * . * 
I am ever and truly your friend and servant, 
G. W. SAMSON. 
Hon. J. A. GARFIELD. $ 
P. S—The movement indicated in this petition is spontaneous among the colored 
people of North and South Carolina, and their ap; has come, as the whole move- 
ment, from their own convictions, 8 


COMPENSATION OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYÉS, 


Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to have read a petition from certain 
white workingmen of this country as to certain discriminations against 
them. I would like to have it read and spread upon the RECORD. It 
is from white men, 


No objection being made the petition was read, as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

We, the undersigned, mechanics and laborers, citizens of the United States, re- 

ull t this our protest and petition: 

First. Wo protest most energetically against that unjust discrimination made by 
the laws of the United States in ae the com tion of clerks in the different 
De ents of the Government, and leaving that of the mechanics and laborers 
to be established as the whims of individuals may dictate. 

Second. We protest against that ee of authority on the part of tho Heads 
of Executive rtments under which the clerks of the Government are worked 
seven hours per day and the mechanics and laborers ten hours per day. 

Third. We protest that it is unjust that one branch of Government employés 
should be allowed leaves of absence with pay, and pay during tiene last liy aickuces, 
and that another branch should be deprived of like 1 

Fourth. We petition that all classes of em wr n the civil service be subject to 
law and custom uniform in all respects: and, if the theory of supply and demand 
is to be the punoni observed, that it bo made to apply im ly and justly to 
all classes of public servants whose appointments are not made by the people; 
and if the practice of liberal com on and privileges is to prevail that atatike 
share in its provisions, 

We petition you, therefore, to abolish such, as we believe, undemocratic and un- 
American distinctions as at present exist in our civil service, 


The SPEAKER. The petition will be referred to the Committee 
on the Civil Service, when it is appointed. 


GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE TO HOMESTEAD SETTLERS. 


Mr. WRIGHT. I ask permission to present the petition of 20,792 
workingmen, citizens of Pennsylvania and residents of the twelfth 
congressional district of that State, praying for the passage of a law 
making a small loan by the Government to aid settlers upon the pub- 
lic domain, under the provisions of the homestead laws, to be secured 
by mortgage on lands so selected, payable in ten years in annual in- 
stallments, at an interest of 3 per cent. per annum. I ask that the 
petition be printed in the Recorp without the names, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed. 

There being no ap seh it was so ordered. 

The petition is as follows : 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled: 

The undersi, workingmen of the State of Pennsylvania and citizens of the 
United States, humbly pray that a law may be passed giving national aid and as- 
sistance to such persons as are qualified to scttle upon the public domain under the 
provisions of the homestead act pasea by Congress and approved May 20, 1802, to 
enable them to commence their 


rocure work, 
and thousands of us are in a state 


— 
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of absolute want We see no parapet of an immediate chango Sm the bettar. The 

ture is shrow n gloom. 

While Congress 8 millions of acres of the public domain and millions 

upon millions of dollars as subsidies to chartered companies and associations, we 

cannot but hope that Sonion will hear tho prayer of the laboring man for assist- 
3n 


ance in the dark hour of his necessity and pressing want. 
It is not the part of wisdom for a great country to allow suffering among the 
plo when there is ample means to E pikire or at least alleviate it. The work- 
3 of this land are better entitled to the bounty of Government than aggro. 
gated wealth. We, too, pay ons tense. We fill the rank and file of the nation’s 
Army when required; and labor is the basis of the national prosperity. 

We are in need. hy flaca Mog to give us a helping hand. We do not ask it as a 
ift. Weaskitasaloan. We are willing to y the principal and interest. 
We most 8 pray for relief. We do it in the names of our wives and 

children. e do not prefer charges nst the Government for its vast gifts to 
incorporated wealth ; — we, the humble, unp: workin: of the coun- 
try, out of employment, despondent, with little means of subsistence, humbly prey 
that you will do a little for us, com with what you have done for the weal 
of the nation. Our demands are not exorbitant, and loan of a small sum to give 
us a start in our new western home will be gratefully acknowledged. 

And, as in duty bound, we will ever pray, &c. 

Mr. REILLY. I have asimilar petition, signed by a large number 
of citizens of the thirteenth congressional district of Pennsylvania, of 
the same purport, and I ask to have it referred to the same committee. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


SUFFRAGE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to present the ae of the Labor 
League of the District of Columbia, requesting the restoration of 
impartial suffrage in this District. It is signed by between six and 
eight hundred of the citizens of this District without regard to 
color, and they represent in this petition that it is undemocratic and 
unrepublican to govern this District without permitting the people 
to vote. Iask that the body of the petition be printed in the RECORD 
without the names, and that it be referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, when appointed. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

The petition is as follows: 

PETITION OF THE LABOR LEAGUE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA REQUESTING THE 
RESTORATION OF IMPARTIAL SUFFRAGE. 
To the honorable the Senate and ( 
House of Representatives of the United States of America: 

Your petitioners respectfully represent that they are citizens of the District of 
Columbia and resident tax-payers; that in 1874 they were deprived of the natural 
right of suffrage by Congress with the distinct understanding that at the next 
session a permanent form of government, with the suffrage restored, would be given 
tothe people of the Districtof Columbia. Since then your 558 have patiently 
waited far the different committees that were appointed by Congress to give a per- 
manent government to the District to make their report, but nosach report has ap- 
peared, and in consequence your petitioners have submitted to outrage upon outrage 
until to-day they are on the very verge of starvation. 

Your petitioncrs respectfully represent that it is unrepablican and undemocratic 
to govern this District without giving the people thereof a voice in the selection 
of their servants, and there is no city to-day in the civilized world, of the popula- 
tion of Washington, governed in the d manner in which we are governed 
here. The existing government by three proconsuls is a notorious contradiction 
of the laws of beth God and man, and we earnestly ani) emphatically request your 
honorable body to restore to us our old time-honored mayor, common council, and 
a Delegate in Congress, The members of the . tho recent strike 
were mainly instrumental in aparece eee strict, and one of the griev- 
ances of those who wanted to create here was that we no repre- 
sentation and therefore had no more rights than dogs, and they averred that it 
was only through violenco that the suffrage would be restored; your petitioners 
believing otherwise and preferring to appeal to Congress for a redress of griev- 
ances passed their resolution for law order, gorama such an outbreak in the 
District, and are now entitled to havo their peti n treated with proper respect by 
your honorable body and their many grievances € 

Your petitioners ask ee. le body asa | of belong and patriot- 
ism to anticipate bi revolution by actual tive concession, a concession 
in accordance with the dictates of reason and one that will prove to be for the best 
interest of the citizens and workingmen of the District of Columbia, and a con- 
cession that will be heartily indorsed by the whole liberty-loving American peo- 

le, namely, the restoration of {mpartial suffrage to the people of the District of 


Jolam bia, 
Finally, your petitioners attention to the lan, of Edmund Burke, 
and ask considera! er t wordsof admoni- 


in that country. Words of such wisdom, and coming 

master of English reformation, should be heeded by all lovers of their country, 
and 8 by the members of the House of tatives of the United 
era hira are the only custodians of the franchises of the Republic. Burke 


“I do most seriously put it to administration io consider the wisdom of a timely 
A tat totes EAA E E AARAA savers i O etme are 
are terms a enemy ; are 
made in cool blood : Inge retorsnations are made E In 
that state of things the people behold in ent rate that is respectable. 
They see the abuse, and they will see ing else; they fall into the temper of a 
furious populace, provoked at the disorder of a house of ill-fame they never 
attempt to correct or ip douse they go to work by the shortest way: they abate 
Ga pee beg Arari 2 5 tition ‘will be granted, and that Con, 

e prayer granted, an men 
who hots abe Congress to | 2 their Sto di 
and not have their time on Se e e foe ee poopie OEH Disirict d 
Columbia, whom they do not represent, for derived 
from and by the consent of the 4 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &. 


FINANCIAL SYSTEM OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. KELLEY. I desire to preas the petition of a citizen of the 
United States to Congress ing that it so ameliorate the financial 
system of the Government [laughter] that the laboring people, those 
who depend upon their skill or muscular power for 8 shall 
bo able to sell their labor and not be compelled to appeal to the Gov- 
ernment for the means to pay for the expatriation of themselves and 


their posterity, and that they may continue to live in the homes of 
their birth or choice and pursue with advantage to themselyes and 
the country at large the callings to which they have been trained. 
WILLIAM D. KELLEY, petitioner. [Great laughter. ] 

TheSPEAKER. The petition will be referred to the Committee on 
Education and Labor, when appointed. [Laughter.] 


PAY OF LETTER-CARRIERS. 


Mr. HARRISON. I offer a petition from the letter-carriers of 
Chicago, asking for increase of compensation, accompanied by a peti- 
tion in favor of the same, signed by some six thousand citizens of the 
city of Chicago, among whose names I find a number of the 
first and best people of the city. I ask that the petitions be printed 
in the RECORD without the names, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads when appointed. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The petition is as follows: 


To the honorable members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States of America: 

We, the undersigned business men of the city of Chicago, Illinois, do hereby 
ve y represent, for and on behalf — the letter-carriers of this city 
and their comrade carriers of other cities where the free-delivery system is in 
operation, that by the recent redactions on their ve salaries we think great 
injustice bas been done them, which, in consid ion of the important services 
rendered by this numerous body of public servants and to further the interests of 
the service itself, should be speedily remedied by your honorable body, 

We base our petition on the following indisputable facts : 

Letter-carriers are a sate to possess intelligence, to prove their fidelity and 
honesty and extreme endurance. 

Their hoars of work are early and late, from which there is no relief, except by 
substitute labor at their expense. 

They are the onl here pc a in the Government ts who are required 


y Departmen 

Ainiin Ae order a uniform suit, at an av cost of $50 annum. 

They are obliged to furnish bonds for the honest — of r duties, 
and are, to a great extent, held responsible for the and delays inci- 
dent to the free-delivery system. 

With the necessity for all these extras, (and more might be enumerated,) they 
receive and have received less pay 9 to the amount of work performed 

postal service. 


than any other class of employés in 
A fair recognition of the . by these public servants and a just 

remuneration for them would greatly to advance this branch of the pu 

service by retaining efficient letter-carriers and offering an inducement to other 


com Seah anon Oe cont: i Bad We Gu yess SOIE dives dn ts. si 
© therefore, the undersign titioners, w. erent ask your honora- 
ble badly to inctouse thelr slaty to Une Sed sum af $1, 5 


To the honorable members of the Senate and 
House of ives of the United States of America: 

We, the undersigned, citizens employed by the Government as letter-carriers in 
the — of Chicago, State of Illinois, respectfully petition your honorable body 
8 crease of our salary, and earnestly urge upon your attention our claims, 
as follows: 

The free-delivery system throughout the . is self-sustaining, yielding a 
surplus protit of many thousands of as verified by the recent of 
5 T : y dollars, y report 

Notwithstanding this fact, the salaries of the letter-carriers have been reduced, 
inside of two years, nearly 5200. 

It should be remembered that the amount of labor we are required to perform is 

ter than that performed by any other class of Government employés, since, by 

e peculiar nature of our duties, we are compelled to perform service every day 
in the year, Sundays not excepted. 


Whi e eight hours is made a legal da: T 
e eee ee BAren gss be on duty from ten to 
ourteen hours per 


day. 
P wo are unable to perform our duties, we 
forfeit all pay, contrary to the usages in other departments. 
We are required by law to provide a uniform at our expense, costing 
ordinary clothing and, from nature of our work, requiring t oftener 
than in any other branch of the service, where citizen's dress only is 
ility attached to our position is therein 


We earnestly entreat to consider that the late reductions on already low 
salaries are more apt to lower the standard of good workmanship and the ency 
of the service itself than to advance the necessary qualifications of manliness 
and faithfulness requisite in the letter-carrier. 

Lastly, we would call to mind the cordial sym y and in this 
movement of the men who compose the com: ial world, and who are fully ap- 
preciating the valuable services rendered them by the faithful letter-carrier. 

In view of these facts, as set forth in the above, we would fpr eager ra Srt 
earnestly ask that our be fixed at $1,200 per annum, and o for every 
letter-carrier in the service of this Government. 

We have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servants. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I have similar petitions from the letter-carriers 
and the people of Fort Wayne, Indiana, and I ask to have the same 
printed in the RECORD without the names, and also ask to have the 
same referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 
when appointed. 

The petitions are as follows: 

To the honorable members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States of America: 


We, the undersigned ed by the Government in the city of 
Fort Wa: do respectfally but earnestly petition — honorable es 


Indiana, 
that a law be enacted fixing the salaries of the letter. 


tion on the basis o to the injustice of which we would call r par- 
ticular attention. Jletter-carriers, unlike the clerks and others employed by 
Government, are limited to no fixed number of hours, but must of necessity 


to the wants of the Department, 
While eight hours is made a legal F the 
wants of the public make it necessary that the letter - carrier sho! be on duty 
Th . eon positi mf that each carrier is required 
0 ility of our on 80 eac er to 
.... FICA Se Parone: . in the 


railway postal service, who receive a mach er sal- 
postal service have a relief covery pr Sie a we 


ary. While those in the railway 
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are allowed no vacation arg the year. Inall 3 business the salary 


corresponds to the dignity and responsibility of service. We would respect- 
folly ask that ours may not be an exception. 
hile the interests of the Government require that the letter-carriers shall be 
none but men of character, it also ba waned them to dress in uniform at an expense 
of $50 to $75 per annum, not required in any other di mt of the civil service. 
While we would find no fault with the demands of Government, and desire in 
faith to do all that is required, we would respectfully ask that our pay ma 
in ore with the 88 of the service rps labor reann : 
would, t ‘Ore, at our salary may not depend upon the 0 
any individual officer of the. Government or the ee of any city, but be 
fixed by law at 61, 200. and that each carrier be wed a vacation of two weeks 
per annum. 
To the honorable the Congress of the United States: 

We, the undersigned business men and citizens of the city of Fort Wayne, In 
di do hereby 5 for and on behalf of the letter carriers of 
this city and their comrade ers of other cities where the free-delivery system 
is in operation, that by recent reductions on their tive salaries we think 
great injustice has been done to them, which, in consideration of the important 
nervices of this numerous body of public servants and to further the interests of 
the service itself, should be speedily remedied by your honorable body. 

We base our petition on the following indisputable facts: Letter-carriers are re- 

mired to possess intelligence, to prove their ity and honesty and extreme en- 
9 Their hours of work are early and late, from which there is no relief, 
except by substitute labor at their 8 

They are the only employés in the Department who are required to buy and keep 
in order a “uniform suit,“ at an av cost of $50 per annum. 

‘Phey are obliged to furnish bonds for the honest performance of their duties, and 
cy toa t extent, held responsible for the inaccuracies and delays incident to 


e very system. 

With tho necessity for all these “ extras,” (and more might be enumerated, ) the 
receive and have received less in proportion to the amount of work perfo: 
than any other classof cmployés in the postal service. 

A fair recognition of the duties performed by these public servants and just re- 
muuncration for them would tend to Font y advance this branch of the public serv- 
ice N efficient carriers and offering an inducement to other competent 
N therefor 1 itar na poi ee ee would respectfully ask your hanora- 

0 
ble body to increase their salary to the fixed sum of $1,200 per annum. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I do not propose that these petitions shall 
be printed in the RECORD so as to cumber it. 

Mr. SAYLER. I have a large number of petitions in my desk; 
but I understand that they can be presented, under the rule, at the 
Clerk’s desk. We need not stay here all the afternoon to have peti- 
tions presented. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asked unanimous consent for those 
which have been presented and ho is not responsible. [Loud cries 
of „Regular order.“ 

Mr. BEEBE, I object to the ntation of any further petitions. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I believe I must insist upon my motion to 


adjourn. 

Nir. BANKS, I ask unanimous consent to present a paper which 
cannot. be presented under the rules. [Cries of “ Regular order.”] 
It is a bill to give effect to the ‘petitions already presented. [Cries 
of “ Object,” and “ Regular order.“ 

Mr. COX, of New York. I insist on my motion. 

The motion was to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until Monday next. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BAKER, of New York: The petition of citizens of Oswego, 
New York, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of $1 farmers of Lincoln County 
Missouzi, for legislation that will free our currency from the alle 
absurdity of coin redemption and for a legal standard of payment in 
the form of currency—to the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
when appointed. 

Also, the petition of Gideon Gaines, for arrearage of pension—to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route between 
High Hill and Loutre Island, Missouri—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: Remonstrance of merchants and other 
business men of New York against the repeal of the bankrupt law, 
and a petition for the amendment of the same—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, when appointed. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: The petition of Paul Arnan; J. S. Relf, and 
other citizens of Saint Augustine, Florida, for the donation of a lot of 
land to the free public library, reading room, and historical association 
of said city—to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petition of William A. Hyde and Thomas G. 
Mackie, for compensation for work done on the Southwest Pass of the 
Mississippi River—to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of Charles B. Adams for com- 
pensation for cargo, stores, and gold coin seized by the United States 
on the brigantine Scylla, at Brazos Santiago, Texas, for gold coin 


delivered to the chief quartermaster of the United States forces on 
the Rio Grande at Matamoras, Mexico, in 1864, and for disbursements, 
repairs, and loss of use of said vessel—to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed. 
Also, the petition of Carl G. and John Palm, for compensation for 
roperty seized by the United States Army at Brownsville, Texas, in 
ay, 1865—to the same committee, when appointed. 


By Mr. KIDDER: A paper relating to the establishment of post- 
routes between Childstown and Lost Lake; Yankton and Fire Steel, 
via Jamesville, Norway, Maxwell and Wolf Creek ; and Yankton and 
Norfolk, Nebraska—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, when 1 5 88 7575 

By Mr. LOCKWOOD: A paper relating to the establishment of a 

t-route between Eden Centerand Woodward’s Hollow, Erie County, 
ew York—to the same committee, when appointed. 

Also the petitions of Patrick Boylo and other letter-carriers, and of 
E. S. Daun and 2,000 other citizens of Buffalo, New York, for an in- 
crease of the compensation of letter-carriers of the city of Buffalo— 
to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: Papers relating to the petition of Lyman M. 
Kellogg, for additional compensation as an officer in the United States 
Army—to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed. 

By Mr. MILLS: The petition of E. J. Gurley, for compensation for 
professional services rendered in Texas, in prosecuting persons charged 
with killing reserve Indians—to the Committee of 0 aims, when ap- 


inted. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of the insurance companies, mer- 
chants and other citizens of New York that the United States mis- 
sion to the United States of Colombia be restored—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, when appointed. 

Also the petition of Susan L. Watson, widow of A. E. Watson, 
deceased, late 8 United States Navy, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 

By Mr, PEDDIE: Resolutions of the Board of Trade of Newark, 
New Jersey, favoring the unconditional repeal of the bankrupt law— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of the letter-carriers and other citizens of New- 
ark, New Jersey, for an increase of the compensation of letter-car- 
riers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when ap- 


pointed. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of George L, Hyde and other letter- 
carriers, and of 1,500 other citizens of New Haven, Connecticut, of 
similar import—to the same committee, when appointed, 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: The petition of the mail-carriers of Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, of similar import—to the same committee, when ap- 


pointed. 

By Mr. PRICE: Papers relating to the petition of Laura Seaman, 
for 2 ne the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when ap- 
pointed. 

Also, the petition of J. D. Binford, a private in the Second Iowa 
Cavalry, for a pension—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana: The petition of Susan P. Vance, 
for compensation for property taken and used by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed. ý 

By Mr. SINGLETON: Resolutions of the Legislature of the State 
of cranes 4 instructing the Senators and uesting the Repre- 
sentatives in Congress from that State to use aithennes le means to 
secure an appropriation to deepen the water at the mouth of Pasca- 
goula River—to the Committee on Commeree, when appointed. 

By Mr. SINNICKSON: The petitions of the letter-carriers and of 
600 citizens of Camden, New Jersey, for an increase of the compensa- 
tion of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. SLEMONS: The petition of William G. Ford, for compensa- 
tion for cotton seized by United States authorities—to the Commit- 
tee of Claims, when appointed. 

Also, papers relating to the elaim of William G. Ford, administra- 
tor of J. G. Robinson, deceased, prosecuted under the treaty of Wash- 
ington of September 24, 1873—to the same committee, when appointed. 

y Mr. STEELE: The petition of Alexander Sutherland, for relief 


from a ju ent obtained against him by the United States as post- 
master at Iborough, South Carolina—to the same committee, 
when appointed. 


By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the claim of James and Noah 
Roberts, for the amount due their father for services rendered during 
the revolutionary war—to the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. WALDRON: A paper relating to the establishment of a 

t- route between Buena Vista and Cumberland, Mississippi—to the 

mmittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of 3,000 citizens of 
Detroit, Michigan, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: The petition of John E. Paine- 
father and 26 other mail-carriers, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, of similar 
9 the same committee, when appointed. 

y Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The petition of the carriage- build - 
ers’ association of the United States, that such measures be taken as 
will insure a proper representation of our national industries at the 
international exhibition at Paris—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, when appointed. 

Also, the petition of the National Rifle Association, George W. Win- 
gate and about 1,000 Cinet or an appropriation for the encourage- 
ment of rifle 5 the same committee, when appointed. 

By Mr. WILSON: The petition of W. A. Handlin and 764 other 
citizens, of Wheeling, West Virginia, for an increase of the salaries 
of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, when appointed, 
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MONDAY, October 29, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 

ik, PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a memorial of the Legislature 
of Wisconsin, in favor of increased mail facilities in the western 

rtion of Oconto County, Wisconsin; which was referred to the 
2 on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of mail service from Eau Claire to Rice Lake, in Barron County, 
Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads, 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of increased mail-service in the northern portion of Sauk 
County, Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of the extension of a mail-route from the town of Berlin, in 
Marathon County, Wisconsin, to the town of Hamburgh, in thesame 
county; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of the extension of the mail-route from the town of Stettin, in 
Marathon County, Wisconsin, to the town of Rib Falls, in the same 
county; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post- 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of the establishment of a mail-route from Friendship, in the 
county of Adams, to Liberty Bluffs, in the county of Marquette in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of the extension of a mail-route from the town of Barron to 
the village of Sandy Creek, in Dunn County, Wisconsin; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the . of Wisconsin, in 
favor of a right of way and a grant of land for railroad purposes, to 
aid in building a railroad through northern Wisconsin; which was 
referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

He also presented a memorial of the slature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of an SOPO ena By bee San to aid in asurvey of the Saint 
Croix River, Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of an appropriation by Congress to aid in the completion of the 
Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship-Canal and Harbor, and to ex- 
tend the time for the completion of the same; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 5 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of an sppropration by Congress for the erection of a light-house 
and fog-signal on Stannard’s Rock, Lake Superior; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. ; 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of a light-house at the mouth of the harbor of Menominee; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of Congress providing for fish-ways to the dams on Fox River, 
in the State of Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, for 
a survey of Wolf River, from Lake Poygan to the mouth of Red 
River; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of the enactment of laws for the improvement of the condi- 
tion of the Oneida tribe of Indians, located on the reservation in the 
Counties of Brown and Outagamie; in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian irs. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented the petition of C. J. Whiting, formerly 
lieutenant colonel Sixth United States Cavalry, praying the passage 
of a law reinstating him in his former rank in the Army; which was 
referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of Henry Brenneman and 
others, letter-carriers of Kansas City, Missouri, praying for an increase 
of compensation ; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Richard H. Wade and others, 
letter-carriers of Saint Joseph, Missouri, praying for an increase of 
compensation ; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Missouri, 
in favor of the of the bill for the relief of the soldiers and 
widows of the soldiers who fought in the Mexican, Black Hawk, and 
Florida wars; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MAXEY presented the petition of Charles W. Field, of King 
George County, Virginia, praying for the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Mary W. Jones, widow of 
the late Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, commodore United States Navy, 
praying for an increase of pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. HOWE. I present the petition of A. M. Pinto and several 
other citizens of Wisconsin, who were employed under contractors 
upon the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers improvement, and who ask to be 
paid for their services out of a fund, condemned by the Government, 
which belonged to the contractors. I move its ce to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I present the petition of James Newcomb, of Cor- 
nell, Penobscot County, Maine, who prays for a pension on the alleged 
ground that he is now deaf, and that that deafness was occasioned by 
service in the recent war. The petition is largely concurred in by 
the municipal officers of the town and various other citizens. I move 
its reference to the Committee on Pensions, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALLACE presented a petition of citizens of Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, praying for a repeal of the resumption act; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. . 

Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of Joseph Grigsby, late captain 
Company C, First Tennessee Light Artillery, praying that his name 
be restored to the pension-rolls; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Peusions. 

Mr. MERRIMON presented additional papers in relation to the 
claim of Nannie Hall, of Yazoo County, Mississippi, for compensation 
for property taken by the United States troops during the late war; 
which were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MORRILL presented the petition of J. C. Milliman and 40 
others, of Logan, Harrison County, lowa, praying for an extension of 
the Capitol grounds from First to Second street, east, and from B 
street, north, to Bstreet, south; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also e the petition of William H. Hunt and 46 others, 
of Glide, Wayne County, New York, praying for an extension of the 
Capitol grounds from First to Second street, east, and from B street, 
north, to B street, south; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of D. W. Cheeseman, of 
Lake View, Lake County, Oregon, late Assisstant Treasurer of the 
United States at San Francisco, California, praying for an appropria- 
tion to pay him the sum of 81,999.41, the amount overpaid by him 
to the Government as stamp nt and decreed to be due him by the 
circuit court of the United States for the district of California; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of John M. Goodhue, of Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts, praying to be restored to his former rank and pay 
in the United States Army ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, 

He also presented the petition of Laura A. Turner, of Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, praying for a pension ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. GORDON. I present the petition of a large body of business 
men of Charleston, South Carolina, signed, I think, by almost every 
business house in the city, praying for the re-establishment of the 
office of Assistant Treasurer of the United States at Charleston. I 
move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORGAN presented twenty-eight petitions of citizens of tho 
State of Alabama, praying for an appropriation by Congress for tho 
survey and opening at the earliest practicable day of a deep-water 
channel of twenty-one feet in Sepe from the wharves of the city ọf 
Mobile to the outer bar of the Bay of Mobile; which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Reports of committees are now in order. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I to inquire if the special committee on the 
subject of the Presidence et been appointed? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. © Chair has no authority in the prem- 


ises. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I refer to the committee ordered by the resolu- 
tion introduced by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] last 
week. I thought the Chair was charged to appoint the committee. 

The VICE-P IDENT. The Chair is not aware of that fact. He 
was not empowered to do it. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I am instructed by the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections to report back two bills referred to that committee and 
55 ask 3 be referred to this special committee when it shall 

appoin 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bills had better be withheld till the 
select committee shall have been appointed. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Very well. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BAILEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 132) ting a pension to Joseph Grigsby ; 
che was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 
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Mr. CHAFFEE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 133) to create a customs collection district 
in the State of Colorado and the Territories of Wyoming, Utah, and 
New Mexico; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Y asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 134) making farther appropriations for con- 
tinuing the improvements of Galveston Harbor, and the works in 
Galveston Bay, State of Texas; which was read twice by its title, 
and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 


Appropriations. 

o also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
dace a bill (8. No. 135) for the relief of Edwin Fairfax Gray; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 136) to amend so much of an act entitled 
“An act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved March 3, 1877, as rovides for paying mail con- 
tractors in Southern States before the rebellion; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 137) granting indemnity to States for swamp land 
sold by the United States; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 138) for the relief of settlers on the public 
lands under the pre-emption laws; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 139) supplemental to an act entitled “An act for 
the apportionment of Representatives to Congress among the several 
States according to the ninth census;” which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 140) to punish parties for stealing 
property belonging to Indians, who are in charge of an Indian agent, 
&c.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. : 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, 


approved 

29 1874; 

to tho Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 142) to amend section 1244 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 143) to establish certain post-roads in Dakota Ter- 
ritory; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 144) to establish the Territory of Lincoln 
and to provide a tem government therefor; which was read 
twice by its title and referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. OGLESRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 145) for the relief of Edwin A. Clifford; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mx. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 146) to amend section 5391 of the Revised 
Statutes, as to certain offenses and the punishment thereof; which 
was twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary. 

Mr. BOOTH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 147) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to declare forfeitures of railroad ts in certain cases; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

ers BOOTH. By request, and without expressing any opinion as 
to its merits, I ask leave to introduce a bill. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 148) to confirm the term for the period of seventeen years from 
the date of its original grant of the patent of Thomas A. Weston; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 149) for the relief of Charles B. Varney ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


Claims. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 150) for the relief of M. P. Jones; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 
Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 151) to amend section 2306 of the Revised 


Statutes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Revision of the Laws. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 152) for the relief of certain settlers upon home- 
stead and pre-emption lands; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 153) to be the judicial district of Oklahoma 
and establish courts of the United States therein; which was 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by uhanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 154) to fix the dateof the meeting of the first regu- 
lar session of the Forty-fifth Congress; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOAR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 155) for the relief of George B. Upton, executor, 
and Ann C. Upton, executrix, of the will of George B. Upton, de- 
ceased; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 156) for the relief of John M. Goodhue ; which was 
5 twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 

airs, á 

Mr. HEREFORD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 157) providing for coinage of silver dollars 
and for making the same a legal tender; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. McMILLAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 158) granting a pension to Joseph Rou- 
Jeau; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 159) to donate a portion of the military reser- 
vation of Fort Larned to the State of for the establishment 
of an educational or charitable institution, and to open the remain- 
der of said reservation to settlement ; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HOWE, it was 
0 That Michael Fentenheime have leave to wi his 
1 vo leave to withdraw his papers from the 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and in the claim of Charles B. Varney, of 
Portland, Maine, for rent and use of lands in Portland for the years 1867 and 1863 
and part of 1869, be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 


Sare deposited in the United Skatee depository, Portland. Gregus: for public 
moneys de e n, ic 
fend surveys, bo taken from tho files and referred to the Commlites on Public 


On motion of Mr. SPENCER, it was 

Ordered, That the in the case of Mrs. E. E. Sinclair be taken from the 
files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Ordered, That the Mobile Marine Dock Company have leave to withdraw tho 
papers in their case from the files of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. DORSEY, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of John Jackson be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. OGLESBY, it was 

‘hat all on the files of the Senate relating to the claim of Edwin 


Ordered, That a 
A. Clifford, of E Illinois, for value of ps and money-order 
funds stolen from the safe in the vaults of the at Evanston, be referred 


to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
On motion of Mr. INGALLS, it was 
be en trout the ADOT dhs ene ms lea? oa — hag Bw aac 
On motion of Mr. PADDOCK, it was ` 
Ordered. Tost, the patitan sad papare of OI Frederick be taken from the 
files and referred to Committee on Pensions. 
On motion of Mr. BAILEY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying — of Payne, James & Co., of 
Tennessee, be taken the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 


Claims. 
Ordered, That the petition and accompanying of M. G. L. Claiborne, of 
San bo takon From th fee of tho Senato and refered to the Committee on 


PRESERVATION OF PATENT OFFICE MODELS. 

Mr. THURMAN submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Patents is hereby instructed to inquire whether 
any legislation is necessary in order to provide for the preservation of models, or 
parts of models, saved from the late fire in the Office, and have leave to 
report by bill, resolution, or otherwise. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several executive m es were received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. W. K. RODGERS, his Secretary. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After forty minutes spent in execu- 
tive session the doors were re-opened, and (at one o’clock and ten min- 
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


1877. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MONDAY, October 29, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
JOHN POISAL, 7 

The Journal of Thursday last was read and approved. 

Mr. BEEBE. My colleague, Mr. Hewitt, a Representative from the 
State of New York, is present, and I ask that he now be sworn in asa 
member of this House. 

ABRAM S. HEWITT, of New York, then came forward and took the 
oath prescribed by the act of July 2, 1862. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour at eleven minutes past 
twelve o'clock. This being Monday, the first business in order is the 
call of States and Territories, commencing with the State of Maine, 
for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for reference to ap- 
propiate committees when appointed. Under this call joint resolu- 
tions and memorials of State and territorial Legislatures are in order. 

Mr. DURHAM. I ask unanimous consent that this call proceed 
until the list of States is completed, although the morning hour may 
expire before that time. ; 

he SPEAKER. That requires unanimous consent. 

Mr. BLAND. In connection with that proposition I ask that the 
right to call for the reading of bills at length during this morning 
hour be waived ; otherwise we will not get throngh to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has nothing to do with that. 

Mr. BLAND. Then I must object. 

The SPEAKER, The right to call for the reading of a bill is a 
right which each member and it can be waived only by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. BLAND. That is what I ask, that by unanimous consent that 
right be waived. 

SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. BURCHARD. I object. 

Mr. DURHAM. I hope there will be no objection to my proposition. 

The SPEAKER. There is objection by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. BLAND] to the proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. DuRHAM,] unless there is accepted as be pee of the prop- 
osition the waiving of the right to call for the ing of any bill. 
The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from Kentucky that at 
the close of the morning hour the Chair will nize him to move 


to suspend the rules for the L r he indicates; and it will then 
be ats er the control of two- of the House, and not of any one 
member. 


Mr. BLAND. I do not object to 9 the call until eve 
member has had an opportunity to introduce bills; my objection 
to the reading of bills at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no power to deprive any member 
of the right to call for the reading of any bill if he desires it. The 
call will now proceed. 

COMMISSIONERS OF ALABAMA CLAIMS, 

Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1) to revive and continue 
the court of commissioners of bama claims, and for the distribu- 
tion of the unappropriated moneys of the Geneva award ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

NOTARIES PUBLIC IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2) to amend — 30 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to the District 
of Columbia, and especially to notaries public ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

BOND OF APPEAL, 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3) to amend section 
1000 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

INJURY TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 4) to provide a penalty 
for wanton injury to the public libraries in the District of Columbia 
and in the Territories of the United States; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

OATH OF OFFICE. 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5) prescribing an oath 
of office; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

COURT OF CLAIMS, 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6) to enlarge the juris- 
diction of the Court of Claims, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

BOEHM BROTHERS. 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7) to refund duplicate 

tax to Boehm Brothers, of New York; which was read a first and sec- 
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ond time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when a; 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 3 z~ 
OTHNIEL v. HOLLIS. 
Mr. LINDSEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 8) for the relief of Oth- 
niel P. Hollis; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
eee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 


GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 9) to provide a perma- 
nent form of government for the District of Columbia; which was 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
PERLEY P. ROBERTS. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 10) granting a pen- 
sion to Perley P. Roberts; which was read a first and second 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, an 
ordered to be printed. 


AGNES FAIRLY. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 11) granting a pen- 
sion to Fairly, wife of David Fairly; which was a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

EDGAR A. BEACH. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 12) for the relief of 
Edgar A. Beach, of Essex, Vermont; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. ‘ 

H. G. BOARDMAN, 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 13) for the relief of 
H. G. Boardman, postmaster at Milton, Vermont; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SAMUEL STINSON, JR. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 14) granting a pen- 
sion to Samuel Stinson, jr.; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, an 
ordered to be printed. 

DE FOREST W. CARPENTER. 


Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 15) for the relief of 
De Forest W. Carpenter, postmaster at Richford, Vermont; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


D. D. WEAD. 


Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 16) to re-imburse 
D. D. W postmaster at Sheldon, Vermont, for stamps and moneys 
stolen from December 31, 1873; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

EDGAR A. BEACH, i 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 17) to pay Edgar 
A. Beach, of Essex, Vermont, the sum therein named; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 18) to repeal the het en- 
titled “ An act to establish a uniform system of ban mny through- 
out the United States,’ approved March 2, 1867, an laws and 
parts of laws amendatory thereof; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 19) to provide for the 
appointment of a commission on the subject of the alcoholic liquor 
traffic; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


HOMESTEAD FOR ACTUAL SETTLERS. 

Mr. BANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 20) to extend the scope 
and efficiency of an act entitled “An act to secure homesteads to 
actual settlers on the public domain,” approved May 20, 1862; Which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF THE TENURE-OF-OFFICE ACT. 

Mr. BUTLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 21) to repeal the several 
sections of the Revised Statutes embracing the tenure-of-civil-office 
act; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


s DISTRIBUTION OF GENEVA AWARD. 

Mr. BUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No.22) for the distribu- 
tion to those who are entitled to it of the remainder of the Geneva 
award; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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ESTATE OF GEORGE B. UPTON, DECEASED. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 23) for 
the relief of George B. i — executor, and Ann C. Upton, executrix 
of the will of George B. Upton, deceased ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

COMPULSORY PILOT FEES, 


Mr. CRAPO introduced a bill 5 R. No. 24) to relieve certain ships 
and vessels from compulsory pilot fees; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ELECTION CERTIFICATES OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 


_ Mr. LORING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 25) to provide uniform 
certificates of election of Members of Congress; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Elections, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


EDUCATION. 


Mr. LORING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 26) to apply the 
f of sales of public lands to the education of the people and 
‘or the encouragement and support of colleges for the advancement 
of agriculture and the mechanic arts; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
THOMAS 8. PETERSON. 


Mr. LORING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 27) granting a pen- 
sion to Thomas S. Peterson, of Salem, Essex County, usetts; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


N. AND M. A. FOUQUE. 


Mr. LORING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 28) for the relief of 
the heirs of Nicholas Fonqué and Mare Antoine Fouqué; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

OTHNEIL T. HOLLIS. 

Mr. MORSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 29) granting a pension to 
Othneil T. Hollis; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

TRAVELING EXPENSES OF PAYMASTERS. 

Mr. EAMES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 30) in relation to expenses 
of paymasters of the United States when traveling on duty with 
troops and escorts ordered for the protection of public funds or prop- 
erty; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. EAMES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 31) to amend chapter 7 
title 34, of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and secon 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


* LIGHT-HOUSE, WHALE ROCK, RHODE ISLAND. 


Mr. EAMES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 32) for the erection of 
a light-house on Whale Rock, at the entrance of Narragansett Bay ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. EAMES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 33) to reduce postage 
on letters; which was read a first and second time, PRESE RA the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS. 


Mr. BALLOU introduced a bill (H. R. No. 34) to provide that all 
pannen on account of death, wounds received, or disease contracted 
n the service of the United States since March 4, 1861, which have 
been nted or shall hereafter be ted, previous to January 1 
1880, shall be paid at the rate paid ori the passage of this act, and 
shall commence from the date of death or discharge, and for the pay- 
ment of arrears; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 
RETIRED REAR-ADMIRALS. 

Mr. WAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 35) to equalize the pay of 
rear-admirals on the retired list; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ALOYSIUS J. KANE. 

Mr. WAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 36) for the relief of 
Aloysius J. Kane; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

8. N. NORTON 

Mr. LANDERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 37) for the relief of S. 

N. Norton, of Bristol, Connecticut; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 
REPEAL OF TAX ON DEPOSITS. 

Mr. PHELPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 33) for the relief of the 
existing national tax on deposits in savings institutions; which was 
read a first and second time, referred tô the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES CALER. i 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 39) for the relief of 
James Caler, of Stamford, Connecticut; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committeeon Commerce, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF CUSTOMS AND REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 40) to repeal section 
15 of the act to amend existing customs aud the internal-revenue 
laws, and section 129 of the national-banking act; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY DESBROW. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 41) granting a pen- 
sion to Mary Desbrow; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Reyolutionary Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed, 

LUCIUS SACKETT. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 42) granting a pen- 
sion to Lucius Sackett, of Beacon Falls, Connecticut; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed 

GEORGE F. SELLECK. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 43) for the relief of 
George F. Selleck, late lieutenant Fifth Regiment Connecticut Volun- 
teers ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN F. CHASE. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 44) granting an addi- 
tional pension to John F. Chase, of Saybrook, Connecticut ; which was 
read a first and second time, refe to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS BUTLER. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 45) for the relief of 
Thomas Butler, late private, Company M, Third United States Cavalry; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SIDNEY F. OVIATT. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 46) for the relief of 
Sidney F. Oviatt, postmaster at Orange, Connecticut; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT C. NARRAMORE, 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 47) for the relief of 
Robert C. Narramore, late postmaster at Derby, Connecticut ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MARVIN H. AMESBURY. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 48) for the relief of 
Marvin H. Amesbury; which was a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MOSES BRADLEY. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 49) for the relief of 
Moses Bradley, a private in more yy L, First Regiment Connecticut 
Heavy Artillery; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE COWLES. 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 50) for the relief of 
George Cowles, of New Haven, Connecticut; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed 

IMPROVEMENTS IN MILFORD HARBOR, 

Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 51) for 5 
the improvements in Milford Harbor, State of Connecticut; whic 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENTS AT MOUTH OF CONNECTICUT RIVER. 


Mr. PHELPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 52) for continning 
the improvements at the mouth of the Connecticut River, Saybrook, 
Connecticut; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the nea on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 


DUTIES UPON IMPORTS. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 53) to sim- 
plify existing laws imposing and collecting duties upon imports, and 
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to remove all ambiguities therefrom; also, to reduce the rates on im- 
ported merchandise, restore the duties on tea and coffee, and enlar 


. the free list; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 
rinted. 
z NON-INTEREST-BEARING DEBT. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 54) to 
restore the national credit by funding the non-interest-bearing debt 
into bonds bearing interest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, 
payable at the expiration of forty years; which was a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS, 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 55) to 
provide that all pensions on account of death, wounds received or 
disease con in the service of the United States since March 4 
1861, which have been granted, or which shall hereafter be granted 
on application filed previously to January 1, 1877, shall commence 
from the date of death or discharge, and for the payment of arrears 
of pensions; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
8 on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

DUTIES ON IMPORTED MERCHANDISE. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 56) to 
regulate and facilitate the payment of duties on imported merchan- 
dise; which was read a first and second time, referzed to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 


printed. 
FABRICS OF MIXED MATERIALS. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 57) to 
provide for the classification of fabrics and other articles com 
of mixed materials ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CUSTOMS-REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 58) to 
provide for the construction of an act entitled “An act to amend the 
customs-revenue laws, and to repeal moieties ;” which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

DUTIES ON GLASS. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 59) to 
simplify the sixteenth subdivision of schedule B, section 2405, of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to glass, in order to 
harmonize with subsequent subdivisions of the same schedule; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

DUTIES ON PACKAGES, ETC. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 60) to 
repeal duties on packages, commissions, transportation, and covering 
of goods, &c.; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

TAXES ON STATE AND NATIONAL BANKS, ETC. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 61) to 
provide for the repeal of all taxes pen capital and deposits of State 
and national banking institutions, &c.; to abolish the two-cent 
tax on bank checks; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

BONDS FOR DUTIES. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 62) to 
provide for the abolition of all bonds for duties on im merchan- 
dise while the latter remains in the custody of the Government, &c.; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


VALUATION OF IMPORTS. 
Mr, WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 63) to 
paias for the valuation of imports upon which customs duties are 
mposed, praying in whole or in part ad valorem rates; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REFUND OF DUTIES. 


Mr, WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 64) to 
provide for the prompt payment of interest and costs of all judg- 
ments obtained against the Government for refund or overpayment 
of duties; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DUTIES ON LACES. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 65) to 

provide for the reduction of duties upon all laces manufactured by 

1and; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
in of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 


IMPORTED MERCHANDISE. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 66) to 
provide for the responsibility of the Government for all imported 
merchandise while in its custody; which was read a first and second 
timo, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

REDEMPTION-AGENCY EXPENSES. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 67) to 
provide for the refunding of redemption-agency e ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. : 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 68) to 
further declare the meaning of section 5219 of the Revised Statutes 
and to correct the interpretation; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. i 

NAVAL OFFICERS. 
Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 69) to 
rovide for the abolition of all naval offices in ports of entry where a 
nited States appraiser's department is established; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
ESTATE OF ADMIRAL DAHLGREN, 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 70) 
authorizing a settlement of the claims of the estate of the late Rear- 
Admiral John A. Dahlgren; which was read a first and second tim 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, when appointed, an 
ordered to be printed. 

EFFICIENCY AND HARMONY OF THE NAVY. 
Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 71) to 
pomor the efficiency and harmony of the Navy; which was read a 
t and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
ENLISTED MEN IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 72) to 
protect the interests of enlisted men and others in Navy ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN H. MORRIS. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 73) for 
the relief of John H. Morris, late collector of internal revenue of the 
tenth district of New York; which was read a first and second tim 
referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordere 
to be printed. 

NOTARIES PUBLIC, 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 74) to 
authorize notaries public to take and certify oaths, affirmations, dep- 
ositions, and acknowledgments in certain cases; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. : 

ABOLITION OF PRIZE-MONEY. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 75) 
providing for the abolition of prize-money; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

CLERKS OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 76) in 
relation to clerks, deputy clerks, and assistant clerks of United States 
courts; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed 


RICHARD H. BIRMINGHAM, 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 77) for 
the relief of Richard H. Birmingham, late a sergeant in company A, 
Sixty-ninth Regiment New York State Volunteers; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN H. REILLY. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 78) 
granting a pension to John H. Reilly; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT BUTLER. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 79) 
granting a pension to Robert Butler; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


ALEXANDER BOND. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 80) 
granting a pension to Alexander Bond; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. s 
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A. M. ATWOOD. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 81) 
granting a pension to A. M. Atwood; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ALEXANDER ANDERSON. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 82) 
for the relief of Alexander Anderson, late first lieutenant in the Four- 
teenth New York Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES, 


Mr. COX, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 83) to remove 
the disabilities imposed by the third section of the fourteenth article 
of the amendments of the Constitution of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ISSUE OF SILVER COIN FOR BULLION. 


Mr. COX, of New York, also introduced a bill 855 R. No. S4) provid- 
ing for the issuing of silver coin on deposit of bullion; which was read 
a and second time, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I ask that the bill be read at length. 
The bill was read in full, and ordered to be ref to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, when appointed. 
TWENTY-CENT PIECE. 


Mr. COX, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 85) to 
repeal the act authorizing the coinage of a twenty-cent piece in 
silver; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

EIGHT-HOUR SYSTEM OF LABOR. 

Mr. COX, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 86) to 
provide for the settlement of the accounts of workmen, &., for excess 
of eight hours’ labor; which was read a first and second time, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I ask that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that perhaps the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor would be more appropriate. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I prefer that it go to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. a a 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

185 PETER M. HALWICK. 

Mr. MAYHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 87) for the relief of Pe- 
ter M. Halwick; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

FRENCH INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION, 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 1) in relation to the international industrial exposition to be held 
in Paris in 1878; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed, 

ALONZO SNYDER. 

Mr. LAPHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 88) for the relief of Alonzo 
Snyder, of Livingston County, New Tork; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

NANCY A. HERRICK. 


Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 89) for the relief of 
Nancy A. Herrick, of Rochester, New York ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SUSAN A. HEAZLITT. 

Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 90) granting & pen- 
sion to Susan A. Heazlitt, aunt of George W. Heazlitt, a deceased 
soldier; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 


printed. 
WILLIAM H. GOULD. 

Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 91) granting a pen- 
sion to William H. Gould, a private of the late war; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

LEWIS E. WINANS. 

Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 92) for the relief of 
Lewis E. Winans, late a private in Company C, Fourth New York 
Heavy Artillery ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ELIZABETH REESE. 

Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 9 granting a pons 

sion to Elizabeth Reese, widow of John Reese, a deceased soldier; 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
ELIZABETH PAGE, 

Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 94) granting a pen- 
sion to Elizabeth Page, widow of Eliphet Page, late a soldier in the 
war of 1812; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

NATHAN DICKERSON. 

Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 95) r a pen- 
sion to Nathan Dickerson, a soldier in the war of 1812; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY HADLEY, 


Mr. HUNGERFORD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 96) granting a 
pension to Henry Hadley, late a private in Company G, Eighty-sixth 
ew York Volunteer Cavalry; which was a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM A. MILLER. 

Mr. BAKER, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 97) grant- 
ing a pension to William A. Miller ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed, 

AMELIA R. WEBSTER. 


Mr. BAKER, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 98 
granting a pension to Amelia R. Webster; which was read a first an 
second time, referred with accompanying petition to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES SLAWSON. A 

Mr. BAKER, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 99) 
granting a pension io Charles Slawson; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES, 

Mr. BAGLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 100) to amend section 
2958 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred tothe Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SUPPORT OF FREE SCHOOLS. 

Mr. CUTLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 101) applying the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands to the support of free schools; which was 
read a first and second time, ref tothe Committee on Education 
and Labor, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


EQUALIZING TAXES. 

Mr. CUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 102) equalizing taxes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM 8. FONDA. 

Mr. CUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 103) ting a pen- 
sion to Willian 8. Fonda; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, an 
ordered to be printed. 

ELIZA HOWARD POWERS. 

Mr. CUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 104) for the relief of 
Eliza Howard Powers; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. i 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. CUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 105) declaring the 
Department of Agriculture one of the Executive Departments; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 

Mr. PEDDIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 106) to establish a 

Department of Commerce; which was read a first and second time, 
erred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. PEDDIE called for the reading of the bill in fall; and it was 


MARY A. KERRICK. 

Mr. SINNICKSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 107) ting a pan: 
sion to Mary A. Kerrick; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

LAURENCE W. SMITH. 

Mr. SINNICKSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 108) granting a 
pension to Laurence W. Smith; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF SPECIE-RESUMPTION ACT. 
Mr. KELLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 109) to repeal the act of 


— 


ae 


1877. 


the 14th of January, 1875, entitled “An act to provide for the re- 
sumption of specie payments ;” which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed, 

HOMESTEADS FOR ACTUAL SETTLERS. 


Mr, WRIGHT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 110) supplemental to an 
act entitled “An act to secure homesteads to actual settlers on the 
public domain,” approved May 20, 1862; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands,-when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES WELCH. 

Mr. MACKEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 111) for the relief of 
James Welch, Seventeenth Regiment Michigan Volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

AUSTIN TOPOLOVAMPO PACIFIC ROUTE. 

Mr. WARD (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 112) to survey 
the Austin Topolovampo Pacific route; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railway, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH STONE. 

Mr. WARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 113) granting a pen- 
sion to Elizabeth D. Stone; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

UNSTAMPED DOCUMENTS OR PAPERS. 

Mr. WHITE introduced a bill (H. R. No. en providing for the 
stamping of unstam documents or papers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


ELIZA BOWERS. 

Mr. WHITE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 115) franting a pen- 
sion to Eliza Bowers, the widow of a soldier of the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS HUNTER. 


Mr. ERRETT introduced a bill (H. R. No, 116) for the relief of 
Thomas Hunter; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Mr. ERRETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 117) authorizing the 
issuing of a pension to Andrew Jackson, (colored, )of Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COMMON CARRIERS 

Mr. ERRETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 118) to regulate 
commerce and to prohibit discriminations by common carriers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


LIEUTENANT CHARLES WILKINSON. 


Mr. ERRETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 119) to remove the 
charges 8 1 05 Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson, late of Company K, 
Seventy-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, on file at the War 
Department; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Comers on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 

rin 
3 SECOND LIEUTENANT E. E. DRAVO. 

Mr. ERRETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 120) for the relief of 
Second Lieutenant E. E. Dravo, Sixth United States Cavalry; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


JAMES MILLINGER. 

Mr. ERRETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 121) for the relief of 
James Millinger; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the ve on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 

rin 
A NANCY G. MILLER. 

Mr. ERRETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 122) for the relief of 
Nancy G. Miller, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REGINA QUENTIN. 


Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 123) granting a pen- 
sion to Regina Quentin; which was read a first and second time 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 
JAMES B. TREADWELL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL also introdued a bill (H. R. No. 124) granting a 
pnas to James B. Treadwell, major of the Eighty-fifth Regiment 
time, 


ennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a first and secon 
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referred to the Committee on Invalid Pehsions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 
CAPTAIN CHARLES s. REISINGER. > 

Mr. THOMPSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 125) for the relief of 
Captain Charles S. Reisinger; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES+R. GORDON, 

Mr. OVERTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 126) for the relief of 
James R. Gordon, of Columbia Cross Roads, Bradford County, Penn- 
sylvania; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Sooke, on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 


DANIEL COMPTON, 


Mr. OVERTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 127) for the relief 
of Daniel Compton, of Troy, Bradford County, Pennsylvania; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM J. POLLOCK. 


Mr. FREEMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 128) for the relief of 
William J. Pollock, late collector of internal revenue of the second 
district of Pennsylvania; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, ang 
ordered to be printed. 


SERVICE OF PROCESS IN UNITED STATES COURTS. : 

Mr. FREEMAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 129) to secure 
service of process in the United States courts in certain cases; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on tho 
Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. : 

HEIRS OF R. W. MEADE. 

Mr. NEILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 130) for the relief of the 
heirs of Richard W. Meade; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

J. G. FELL ET AL. : 

Mr. O'NEILL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 131) for the relief ot 
J. G. Fell, Edward Hoopes, and George Burnham, trustees; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ir- 
dian Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. . 


ANA M. ROBAS Y ROBALDO, 


Mr. O'NEILL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 132) for the relief of 
Ana M. Robas y Robaldo, widow of Francisco Robaldo, deceased ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


DR. JOHN B. READ. 


Mr. O’NEILL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 133) for the relief of 
Dr. John B. Read; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

- JACOB d. CROMAN. 

Mr. MAISH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 134) for the relief of Jacob 
G. Croman, of Dickinson, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


DANIEL J. BENNER. 


Mr. MAISH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 135) for the relief of 
Daniel J. Benner, of Gettysburgh, Pennsylvania; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. MAISH also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 2) ro 
ing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States of Amer- 
ica; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. MAISH. I ask consent of the House that this joint resolution 
be printed in the RECORD. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair cannot ask that at this time. 
: ae MAISH, Then I ask that the joint resolution may be read at 
en 
e joint resolution was read, and was referred to the special com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the state of the law in reference to 
the election of President and Vice-President, and ordered to be 


printed. 
JERSEY CITY A PORT OF ENTRY. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 136) constituting 
Jersey City a port of entry ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CHARLES UNDERHILL. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 137) for the 
relief of Charles Underhill; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered. 
to be printed. 
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HENRY M. MEADE. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 138) for the 
relief of Henry M. Meade, late a paymaster in the United States Navy; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

BRIDGET T. HOPPER. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 139) grant- 
ing a pension to Bridget T. Hopper; avhich was read afirstand second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed, 

MOSES B. BRAMHALL’S ADMINISTRATOR. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 140) for 
the relief of Moses B. Bramhall's administrator; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

LATE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 141) for the 
relief of the workingmen of the late board of public works, District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed, 

GEORGE M’COY. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 142 
granting a pension to George McCoy; which was read a first an 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT OLD TOWN, MARYLAND. 

Mr. WALSH introduced a bill vide R.No. 143) to reimburse the trust- 
ees of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Old Town, Alleghany Coun- 
ty, Maryland, for the destruction of the same by occupation of United 
States cavalry during the war; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

FREDERICK DIVISION, NO. 15, SONS OF TEMPERANCE, MARYLAND. 


Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 144) for the relief of 
Frederick Division, No. 15, Sons of Temperance, State of Maryland; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS, FLORENCE SCHLEY, 


Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 145) for the relief of 
Mrs. Florence Schley, widow and executrix of the estate of Frederick 
Schley, deceased, late collector of internal revenue for the fourth dis- 
trict of Maryland; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ELIZA CEVILLE. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 146) ting a pen- 
sion to Eliza Ceville; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CAPTAIN ROBERT C. BRAMFORD. 

Mr, WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 147) granting a pen- 
sion to Captain Robert C. Bramford; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ADMINISTRATOR OF SAMUEL T. ANDERSON. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 148) for the relief of 
the administrator of Samuel T. Anderson, of Baltimore; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

AMBROSE WELLEN. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 149) granting a pension 
to Ambrose Wellen; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

WILLIAM MIN Don. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 150) for the relief of 
William Melndoe, of r in Alleghany County, Maryland; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Bo of 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF NATHANIEL HEARD. 
. Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 151) for the relief of 
the heirs of Nathaniel Heard; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
THOMAS MACCUBIN. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 152) for the relief of 
Thomas Maccubin; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed, 

CHARLES HEWITT. 
Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 153) 


nting a pen- 
sion to Charles Hewitt; which was read a first an 


second time, 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 
CHANGE OF THE RECORD OF GEORGE HOBBS. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 154) to authorize a 
change of record to be made in the case of George Hobbs, late pri- 
vate Company L, First Maryland Cavalry Volunteers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

> JAMES W. ANDERSON AND OTHERS, : 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 155) for the relief of 
James W. Anderson, James Anderson eps f E. Anderson, Thomas 
Anderson, Frances Virginia Rozer, (widow of Francis W. Rozer,) Ed- 
ward Anderson, and rge Minor Anderson; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES F. PEERCE. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 156) for the relief of 
James F. Peerce, of Montgomery County, Maryland; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

EZRA M. THOMAS. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 157) for the relief of 
Ezra M. Thomas, of Frederick County, Maryland; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT K. THRASHER. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 158) for the relief of 
Robert K. Thrasher; which was read a first and seeond time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MICHAEL CULLER. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 159) for the relief cf 
Michael Culler, of Frederick County, Maryland; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The sessing anar has expired. 

Mr. DURHAM. I move thatthe rules be suspended and that the 
following resolution be adopted: 

Reso'ved, That the States and Territories not called be now called, as provided 
for in Rule 130 of this House, 

The question was taken ; and (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended, and the resolution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER resumed the call of the States and Territories for 
the introduction of bills. : 

GEORGE THOMAS, 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 160) for the relief of 
George Thomas, of Frederick County, Maryland; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. fe) 

ISRAEL KESSLER. 

Mr, WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 161) for the relief of 
Israel Kessler, of Frederick County, Maryland; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY A. PUMPHREY. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 162) for the relief of 
Henry A. Pumphrey, of Montgomery County, Maryland; which was, 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL T. MAGRUDER. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 163) for the relief of 
Samuel T. Magruder; which was read a first and second time, referred 
„ on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

WILLIAM L. LEWIS. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 164) for the relief of 
William L. Lewis, executor of John H. Lewis, deceased ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM ROUZER. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 165) for the relief of 
William Rouzer; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HOWARD GRIFFITH. + 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 166) for the relief of 
Howard Griffith, of Montgomery County, Maryland; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE E. STONEBRAKER. 


Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H: R. No. 167) for the relief of 
George E. Stonebraker, of Washington County, Maryland; which 
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was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a bill (H. R. No. 168) for the relief of George E. Stonebraker, 
administrator of Christian Stonebraker, deceased ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


RICHARD T., WEST. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 169) for the relief of 

Richard T. West, of Montgomery County, Maryland; which was 

read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

: JASPER M. JACKSON. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill 8 R. No. 170) for the relief of 

J r M. Jackson, of Montgomery County, Maryland; which was 

seats a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET A. HICKMAN, 


Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 171) for the relief of 

M ret A. Hickman, of Montgomery County, Maryland ; which was 

a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRIETTA TALBERT AND SUSAN BENSON, 


Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 172) for the relief of 
Henrietta Talbert and Susan Benson, heirs of Jonathan B. Benson, 
deceased; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REUBEN ROUZER. 


Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 173) for the relief of 
Reuben Rouzer, of Montgomery County, Maryland; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY H, TOLSON. 

Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 174) for the relief of 
Mary H. Tolson, of Prince George's County, Maryland; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HARRY TOLSON. 

Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 175) for the relief 
of Harry Tolson, of Prince George’s County, Maryland; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E. SOPER. 


Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 176) for the relief 
of Mary E. Soper, of Prince George’s County, Maryland; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


HARRIS FORBES AND JOSEPH H. KEY. 


Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 177) for the relief 
of Harris Forbes and Joseph H. Key, administrators of George 
Forbes, sr., deceased; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOSEPIL FORREST. 

Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 178) for the relief 
of Joseph Forrest, of Saint Mary’s County, Maryland; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JURISDICTION OF CIRCUIT COURTS, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 179) to give 
the circuit courts supervisory jurisdiction over the district courts in 
certain criminal cases; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred tothe Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of 4 7 5 called for the reading of the bill at 
length; and it was re 

REPEAL OF TEST OATH. 

Mr. HARRIS, of 17 also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 180) to 
repeal the act of July 2, 1862, and such sections of the Revised Stat- 
utes as perpetuate the oath prescribed in said act; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RIS, of e e called for the reading of the bill at 
length; and it was 5 

j REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 181) for 
the removal of all disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States; which was read a first and 
śecond time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr: HARRIS, of Virginia, called for the reading of the bill; and 
it was read at length. 


DUTY ON LICORICE, ETC. 


Mr. CABELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 182) to authorize man- 
ufacturers of tobacco and snuff to transfer to their factories licorice 
and other ingredients used in preparations of tobacco and snuff, free 
of duties; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
3 of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812, ETC. 

Mr. CABELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 183) to amend an act 
granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

E. H. LIVELY. 

Mr. GOODE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 184) for the relief of E. 
H. Lively, postmaster at Williamsburgh, Virginia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN VIRGINIA. 


Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 185) to provide for the ; 
improvement of the harbor of Norfolk and Portsmouth and Elizabeth 
River in Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. ` 

SURETIES OF JESSE J. SIMKINS, 

Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 186) for the relief of 
the sureties of the late Jesse J. Simkins, collector of the port of Nor- 
folk, Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the aie on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

IMPROVEMENT OF BLACKWATER RIVER, VIRGINIA. 

Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 187) for the improve- 
ment of Blackwater River, in the State of Virginia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. - 

HEIRS OF WILLIAM WARD. 


Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. No. 188) for the relief 
of the heirs of William Ward, of Virginia ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY, VIRGINIA. 


N41 ee so r a it (H. R. 9 189) to eee 
the College of William and Mary, in Virginia, for property destroyed 
during the late war; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

INTERNAL IMRROVEMENTS IN VIRGINIA. 

Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 190) to provide for 
the improvement of Pagan Creek, in Virginia; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when 
bs eer and ordered to be printed. 

e also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 191) to provide for the im- 
provement of Hampton River, in Virginia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

RELIEF OF DISABLED NAVY-YARD EMPLOYÉS. 

Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 192) to provide for 
the relief of the Navy-Yard employés who shall become disabled 
while employed in the line of their duty; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WAGES IN GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 193) for the restora- 
tion of wages in the Government Printing Office; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

LOUISA SUMMERS. 

Mr. HUNTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 194) for the relief of 
Louisa Summers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PAYMENT OF IMPORT DUTIES IN UNITED STATES NOTES. 

Mr. WALKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 195) to make United 
States notes receivable for duties on imports and to amend section 
3473 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER called for the reading of the bill at length; and it 
was read. 


CONSOLIDATION OF BONDED DEBT. 

Mr. WALKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 196) to consolidate 
the bonded debt of the United States and to reduce the interest 
thereon; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
3 of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 
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AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. WALKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 197) to amend 
section 2997 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr. WALKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 198) to apply the 
proceeds of sales of public lands to the education of the people; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

E. T. PILKINTON. 

Mr. WALKER also introduced a bill (H, R. No. 199) for the relief of 
E. T. Pilkinton; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

P. G. COGHLAN, 

Mr. WALKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 200) for the relief 
of P. G. Coghlan; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
75 FEDERAL TROOPS AT ELECTIONS. 

Mr. WALKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 201) to prohibit the 
use of Federal hi i elections, to amend section 2002, and to re- 

sections 1980, 5299, and 5528, of the Revised Statutes of the United 
tates; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS, ADELINA T. BLICK. 

Mr. JORGENSEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 202) for the relief of 
Mrs. Adelina T. Blick, of Ream’s Station, Virginia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 5 

REFUND TO NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 203) to 
refund to the State of North Carolina certain moneys therein named ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS, ETC. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 204) 
to repeal so much of section 3480 of the Revised Statutes as forbids 
the payment of the accounts, claims, and demands therein named and 
all laws and clauses of laws forbidding the payment thereof, and ap- 
propriating money to pay the same when duly established; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REFUND TO NORTH CAROLINA. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 205) 

to refund to the State of North Carolina certain moneys therein 


named; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 206) 
to repeal sections 3412 and 3413 of the Revised Statutes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF CUSTOMS AND INTERNAL REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 207) 
to repeal sections 19, 20 and 21 of the act entitled “An act to amend ex- 
isting customs and internal revenue laws, and forother purposes,“ ap- 
proved February 8, 1875; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

USURY, 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 208) 
to amend section 5198 of the Revised Statutes, relating to usury; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
209) to repeal section 4716 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mitcee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 


printed. 
REPEAL OF TAX ON SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS, 

Mr. YEATES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 210) to repeal the tax on 
spirituous liquors distilled from fruits; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HOWARD WISEWALL. 

Mr. YEATES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 211) for the relief of 
Howard Wisewall, of Beanfort County, North Carolina; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REFUND OF DIRECT TAXES, 


Mr. SCALES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 212) to refund certain 
direct taxes on land, collected from citizens in the late insurrec- 
tionary States under the act of August 5, 1868; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, whey 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. i 

REFUND OF SPECIAL TAXES, 
one BOADES * a 0 (H. R. No. — N to a 
ers of bran apples, peaches, or of the ia 
taxes paid bT such distillers under the AREA, July 20, 1863, which 
is in excess of $50; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to . on Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 
MARGARET MARTIN. 

Mr. SCALES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 214) for the relief of 
Mi t Martin; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to „ on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

COURT-HOUSE, LEXINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. SCALES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 215) to provide for pay- 
ment for the court-house at Lexington, North Carolina, destroyed by 
fire while occupied by United States officers and soldiers in the fall of 
1865; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SUITS ON BONDS, 


Mr. SCALES also introduced a bill E R. No. 216) to limit thè time 

within which snits on bonds of the collector of internal revenue shall 

be brought; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 

Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. SCALES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 217) granting pensions 
to soldiers of the Mexican war; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

EDWIN J. NUTALL. 


Mr. SCALES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 218) granting a pension 
to Edwin J. Nutall; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ELI PENRY. 

Mr. SCALES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 219) for the relief of 
Eli Penry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


ADMINISTRATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


Mr. ROBBINS introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 220) to prevent interfer- 
ence with the administration of justice in criminal cases in the courts 
of the several States; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I ask that the bill may be read in extenso. 

The bill was read in extenso, and was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

TAX ON SPIRITS AND TOBACCO. 

Mr. ROBBINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 221) to reduce the 
tax upon distilled spirits and tobacco; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I ask that the bill may be read in extenso. 

The bill was read in extenso, and was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

INVOLUNTARY BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr. ROBBINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 222) to amend the 
laws relating to involuntary bankruptcy ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SALE OF LEAF TOBACCO. 

Mr. ROBBINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 223) to authorize 
producers of leaf tobacco to dispose of one hundred dollars’ worth 
thereof to consumers without the pay of any tax; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

THOMAS A. NICHOLSON, 

Mr. ROBBINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 224) for the relief 
of Thomas A. Nicholson; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WESTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. WADDELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 225) to abolish the 
western judicial district of North Carolina, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. . 

SECTION 3480 OF THE REVISED STATUTES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. VANCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 226) to repeal section 3480 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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PENSIONS OF SOLDIERS, ETC., OF THE WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 227) amending the 
laws granting pensions to the soldiers ard sailors of the war of 1812, 
and their widows, and for other purposes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE INDIANS. 


Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 228) to authorize and 
enable the eastern band of Cherokee Indians to institute and pros- 
echte a suit in the Court of Claims against the Cherokee Nation; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


TAX ON BANK CIRCULATION, ETC. 


Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 229) to repeal so much 
of the internal-revenue law as requires persons and State banking asso- 
ciations to pay a tax of 10 per cent. of the circulating issue of any State 
bank, and to enforce a uniform rate of interest throughont the United 
States, and to punish national banks for accepting a usurious rate of 
interest; Phi was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
5 “ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND. 

Mr. STEELE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 230) for the relief of 
Alexander Sutherland; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. } 

MOSES W. ALEXANDER. 

Mr. STEELE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 231) for the relief of 
Moses W. Alexander; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

INTERNAL-REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. BROGDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 232) to modify and 
amend the internal-revenne laws; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to bo 

printed, 
z LAND SOLD FOR DIRECT TAXES. 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 233) for 
the relief of owners of land sold for direct taxes ; which was read a 
firstand second time,referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


F. W. CLAUSSEN, 


Mr. EVINS, of South Caroliua, also introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 3) authorizing the Court of Claims to grant a rehearing 
in the case of F. W. Claussen vs. United States; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

JOHN F. ANDREWS, 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 234) for 
the relief of John F. Andrews, postmaster at Washington, Georgia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

E. P. EDWARDS, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 235) 
for the relief of E. P, Edwards, tmaster at Ellerton, Georgia ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
S OATH FOR GRAND AND PETIT JURORS, 

Mr. FELTON introduced a bill (H. R, No. 55 to repeal an act 
entitled “An act defining additional causes of challenge and preserib- 
ing an additional oath for grand and petit jurors in United States 
courts; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


OATH OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, 

Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 237) to prescribe and 
establish a form of oath or affirmation to be taken and subscribed to by 
members of Congress before entering upon the duties of their office; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SALE OF LEAF TOBACCO BY PLANTERS. 

Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill Avie R. No. 238) to allow farmers 
and planters to sell leaf tobacco of their own production to other 
persons than manufacturers of tobacco, without special tax ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


IMPROVEMENT OF COOSA RIVER, 

Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 239) to appropriate 
money for continuing the improvement of Coosa River, from Rome, 
Georgia, to the Rome and Selma Railroad bridge in Alabama; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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SOLDIERS AND SAILORS OF MEXICAN, FLORIDA AND BLACK HAWK WARS. 

Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 240) ity 1 pane 
sions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexican, Florida and Black 
Hawk Wars, and certain widows of deceased soldiers and sailors of 
the same; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
ST on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PROTECTION OF THE EARNINGS OF THE LABORING CLASSES. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 241) to aid 
mannfacturing, mining, and railroad companies in protecting the 
earnings of the laboring classes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES SUTLISE. 

Mr. SMITH, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 242) to com- 
pensate James Sutlise, of Clay County, Georgia, for tLe care and stor- 
age of certain cotton, the property of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF TAX ON STATE BANKS, ETC. 

Mr. SMITH, of Georgia, also introduced a bill Ut. R. No, 243) to 
repeal the tax of 10 per cent. on the circulation of State banks and 
State banking associations; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE FLINT RIVER. 

Mr. SMITH, of Georgia, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 244) for 
the improvement of the Flint River, in the State of Georgia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOEL A. BILLUPS. j 

Mr. BELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 245) for the relief of Joel A. 
Billups; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN R. NICHOLS. 


Mr. BELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 246) for the relief of 
John R. Nichols, late postmaster at Athens, Georgia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE D. PHILLIPS, 

Mr. BELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 247) to prani a pension 
to George D. Phillips, a soldierin the war of 1812; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


ADDITIONAL JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN GEORGIA. 

Mr. BLOUNT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 248) to create an addi- 

tional judicial district for the State of Georgia, and for other pur- 

; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF HARBOR AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 249) for continuing 
the work of improving the harbor at Savannah, Georgia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

DARIEN, GEORGIA. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 250) to appro- 
priate money for the improvement of the harbor at Darien, Georgia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES J. WARING. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 251) for the 
relief of James J. Waring, of Savannah, Georgia; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA, 
Mr. HARTRIDGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 252) to wae 
riate money for the improvement of the harbor at Brunswick, 
ORRE j which was read a first and‘second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING IN SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 253) to pro- 
vide a building for the use of the United States district and cireuit 
courts and the post-office at Savannah, Georgia; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Publie Buildings 
and Grounds, when appointed, and ordered to bo printed, 

H. F. WILLINK. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 254) for the 
relief of H. F. Willink; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 
Mr. CANDLER introduced a bill (H. R. No 255) to establish at 
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Atlanta, in the State of Georgia, a port of delivery; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN ALABAMA. 
Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, introduced a bill 175 R. No. 256) to se- 


cure impartial administration of justico in the United States courts 

in Alabama; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 

Comitia on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 
rin 

p PENSIÓNS TO SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN WAR, ETC. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 257 
granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexican an 
other wars therein named; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JURORS IN UNITED STATES COURTS, 


Mr. LIGON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 258) to repeal sections 820 
and 821 of the Revised Statutes relating to grand and petit jurors in 
the courts of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HERBERT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 259) to repeal sections 
#20 and 821 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed, 

REPEAL OF TEST OATH. 

Mr. HERBERT also introduced a bil! (H. R. No. 260) to repeal the 
law requiring a test oath, and for other purposes; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

LIEUTENANT D. F, TOZIER. 

Mr. HOOKER introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 4) to allow 
D. F. Tozier a gold medal awarded by the president of the French re- 
public; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

EMILY LELAND. 
. Mr. HOOKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 261) for the relief 
of Emily Leland, of Warren County, Mississippi; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF RIVERS OF MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. MONEY introduced a bill (H. R. No, 262) for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Yazoo, Tallahatchee, Sanflower, and Cold- 
water Rivers, in the State of Mississippi; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

H. T. JOHNSY. 

Mr. MULDROW introduced a bill (H. R. No. 263) for the relief of 
H. T. Johnsy; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JULIA A. NUTT. 

Mr, CHALMERS introduced a bill fer R. No. 264) for the relief of 
Julia A. Nutt, widow and executrix of Haller Nutt, deceased ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

CLAIM OF NANNIE HALL. 

Mr. SINGLETON introduced a bill t R. No. 265) referring to the 
Court of Claims the claim of Nannie Hall, formerly widow of the late 
Lieutenant Denman, United States Army, for cotton seized and the 
proceeds paid into the United States Treasury; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


LIENS FOR SUPPLIES AND REPAIRS OF VESSELS. 

Mr. ELLIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 266) to create a lien in favor 
of material men and others for supplies and repairs furnished to a 
vessel in her home port, and to make the laws upon that subject uniform 
throughout the United States j which was a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL JAMISON. 

Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 267) for the relief of 
Samuel Jamison; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

W. A. HYDE AND T. G. MACKIE. 

Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. Nò. 268) for the relief of 
W. A. Hyde & T. G. Mackie, of New Orleans, Louisiana; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PROVISIONAL COURT OF LOUISIANA. 


Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 269) to ratify and con- 
firm the orders, decrees, and judgments of the provisional court of 
the United States for the State of Louisiana; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
WIDOW OF CHRISTOPHER M. HAILE, 

Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 270) for the relief of 
the widow of Captain Christopher M. Haile, United States Army; 
which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES A, PAYNE, 

Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 271) for the relief of 
James A. Tarat of Louisiana; which was read a first and second 
time, refe: to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MRS, AGNES E. FRY. 

Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 272) for the relief of 
Mrs, Agnes E, Fry, widow of Joseph Fry; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


STATE NATIONAL BANK OF LOUISIANA, 


Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 273) for the relief of 
the State National Bank of Louisiana, successor to the Louisiana 
State Bank of New Orleans; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

OCEAN SERVICE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND BRAZIL. 


Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 274) to authorize the 
establishment of ocean-mail-steamship service between the United 
States and the tapira of Brazil; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Fost-Roads, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

G. P. WORK. ; 


Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 275) for the relief of G. 
P. Work, a . 5 N . ee eon was 555 u first aud second 
time, refer: to the Committee of Claims, when appoiu and 
ordered to be printed. 1 

OATH FOR GRAND AND PETIT JURORS, 


Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 276) to repeal section 
$21 of the Revised Statates of the United States, and to provide an 
oath for grand and petit jurors in the courts of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVIGATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. GIBSON introduced a bill (H. R. No 277) to improve the navi- 
gation and to afford protection and security to the shipping, trade, 
andcommerce, and alluvial lands of the Mississippi River; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Missis- 
sippi Levees, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MARINE SCHOOLS. 


Mr. GIBSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 278) to amend an act 
entitled “An act to encourage the establishment of public marine 
schools,” approved June 20, 1874, so as to extend it to Wilmington, 
Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, New Orleans, aud Galveston; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


LOUISIANA AND TEXAS RAILROAD. 


Mr. GIBSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 279) to authorize the 
Louisiana and Texas Railroad to relinquish its title to certain lands 
in the State of Louisiana; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PORTS OF BROWNSVILLE, GALVESTON, AND HOUSTON, 


Mr. GIBSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 280) to make the 
ports of Brownsville, Galveston, and Houston, Texas, ports to which 
unappraised merchandise may be transported; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


NEW ORLEANS MINT AND ASSAY OFFICE. 


Mr. GIBSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 281) to defray the 
expenses of the mint and assay office at New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
making an appropriation therefor, which was read a first and second 
timo, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH CENTRAL AMERICA. 


Mr. GIBSON also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 5) anthor- 
izing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain on what terms a 
mutually beneficial treaty of commerce with the Central American 
states can be arranged; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COMMERCE WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. GIBSON also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 6) au- 
thorizing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain on what 
terms a mutually beneficial treaty of commerce with Mexico can be 
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arranged; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
COMMERCE WITH CANADA, 

Mr. GIBSON also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No.7) author- 
izing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain on what terms a 
mutually beneficial treaty of commerce can be arran with Canada; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

COMMERCE WITH BRAZIL. 

Mr. GIBSON also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 8) au- 
thorizing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain on what 
terms a mutually beneficial treaty of commerce with: Brazil can be 
arranged; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PREPARATION OF THE ROLL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. LEONARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 282) preseribing the 
form of the credentials of the Representatives-elect, and directing 
the manner in which the roll of the House of Representatives shall 
be prepared; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Rules, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REMOVING POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. LEONARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 283) to remove the 
disabilities imposed by the third section of the fourteenth article of 
the amendments of the Constitution of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

OFFICIAL OATHS. 


Mr. LEONARD also introdueed a bill (H. R. No. 284) repealing 
section 1756 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, and pre- 
scribing an official oath; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS, SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA. 

Mr. LEONARD also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 285) 
authorizing the erection of public buildings at Shreveport, Lotis- 
iana; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

BRIDGES OVER THE OUACHITA AND RED RIVERS. 


Mr. LEONARD also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 286) 
to authorize the North Louisiana Railroad Company to constract a 
bridge over the Onachita River at or near Monroe, Louisiana, and a 
bridge over the Red River at or near Shreveport, Louisiana; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


TECHE DISTRICT, LOUISIANA. 


Mr. DARRALL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 287) to change the 
name of the port of entry of the district of the Teche, Louisiana, from 
Brashier to Morgan City ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PUBLIC LANDS IN MISSISSIPPI, ETC. 

Mr. DARRALL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 288) making an 
‘appropriation of $40,000 to enable the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to comply with the act of Jaly 4, 1876, restoring to 
market the public lands in the States of Mississippi, Alabama, Flor- 
ida, and Louisiana; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MISSISSIPPI LEVEES, 

Mr. DARRALL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 289) appropriating 
the sum of $3,000,000 for the purpose of repairing and in part rebuild- 
ing the levees of the Mississippi River, providing for its expenditure, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LOUISIANA AND TEXAS RAILROAD. 

Mr. DARRALL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 290) to relieve 
Morgan’s Louisiana and Texas Railroad, formerly the New Orleans, 
Opelousas and Great Western Railroad, from certain conditions im- 
posed by the act of June 3, 1856, chapter 42, section 3; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

B. T. BEAUREGARD. 

Mr. DARRALL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 291) for the relief 
of the sure ties of the official bond of B. T. Beauregard, late collector 
of internal revenue, second district of Louisiana; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


LIEUTENANT D. F. TOZIER, 


Mr. DARRALL also introduced a joint resolution (H.R. No. 9) p 
senting the thanks of Congress to Li 


re- 
eutenant D. F. Tozier and the 


officers and men of the revenue steamer Dix for rescuing the French 
brig Peabody, with sixteen persons on board, stranded in the Gulf of 
Mexico, February 23, 1817; which was read a first and second tim 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, when appointed, an 
ordered to be printed, 


NATIONAL IRON-MOLDERS’ UNION. 
Mr. BANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 292) to incorporate the 


National Iron-Molders’ Union; which was a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, when ap- 
pointed, aud ordered to be printed. 

ARMY APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 293) to repeal sec- 
tion 1218 of the Revised Statutes, prohibiting the appointment in the 
Army of the United States of persons who have served in the civil, 
military, or naval service of tho so-called Confederate.States ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

TICE METERS, $ 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 294) for the relief 
of distillers of -spirits by refanding and repayment of moneys ex- 
pended or paid and deposited by them for Tice meters; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


CONDUCT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 295) to transfer the 
condact of Indian affairs from the Interior to the War Department; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

THE SILVER DOLLAR. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 296) authorizin 
the coinage of the silver dollar and making it a legal tender for 
debts, public and private; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Fask that that bill be read in ertenso. 

The bill was read in extenso, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

THE RESUMPTION ACT. 

Mr. SOUTHARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 297) to repeal the 
third section of the act entitled “ An act to provide for the resump- 
tion of specie payments,” approved January 14, 1875; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


ASSISTANT SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 

Mr. SOUTHARD also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 10) 
authorizing the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representatives to 
appoint an assistant ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Rules, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES R. RICHARDSON, 

Mr. FINLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 298) for the relief of 
James R. aye of Mansfield, Ohio; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES C. SWASICK. 

Mr. FINLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 299) 3 a pen- 
sion to James C. Swasick, of Ohio; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

DUDLEY A. FISH. 

Mr. FINLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 300) for the relief of 
Dudley A. Fish, of Bucyrus, Ohio; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

THE STANDARD SILVER DOLLAR, 

Mr. EWING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 301) to authorize the free 
coinage of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender 
character; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered 


to be printed. 
A. SCHUYLER SUTTON. 

Mr. EWING also introdaced a bill (H. R. No. 302) to amend an act 
entitled “An act granting a pension to A. SchuylerSutton,” approved 
June 4, 1872; which was read a first aud second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 


printed. 
i REFORM OF CIVIL SERVICE. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 303) to reform the 
civil service of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 304) to provide 
that all pensions on account of death wounds received, or diseases 
contracted in the service of the United States since March 4, 1861, 
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which have been granted or which shall hereafter be granted, on ap- 
plication filed previous to January 1, 1880, shall commence from the 
date of death or discharge from the service of the United States, and 
for the payment of arrears of pensions; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. R. C. MAXWELL. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 305) granting 
a pension to Mrs. Rebecca C. Maxwell, widow of the late Colonel O. 
C. Maxwell, One hundred and ninety-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infan 
try; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ROBERT CARY. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 306) to increase 
the pension of Robert Cary, of Ohio, to $50 a month; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

RESUMPTION ACT. 

Mr. EWING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 307) to repeal the third 
section of the act to provide for the resumption of specie eee 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Carrency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH BRATTON. 

Mr. DICKEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 308) for the relief of 
Joseph Bratton, of Brown County, Ohio; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW F. HIGGINS, 

Mr. DICKEY also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 309) for the relief of 
Andrew F. Higgins, of Brown County, Ohio; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

ADJUDICATION OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. MONROE also wey request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 310) 
authorizing the adjudication and payment of certain claims upon 
the fund created in section 15, chapter 459, of the laws of the Forty- 
third Congress; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 


RESTORATION OF LEGAL-TENDER QUALITY OF THE SILVER DOLLAR. 
Mr. JONES, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 311) to amend 

sections 3513, 3520, and 3586 of the Revised Statutes of the United 

States, and to repeal section 2 of joint resolution No, 17, t July 

22, 1876, and to restore the legal-tender quality of the silver dollar; 

which was read a first and second time, refe to the Committee on 

Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

F. W. RUGGLES, 

Mr. FOSTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 312) for the relief of F. 
W. Ruggles; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CARE AND PROTECTION OF QUARTERMASTERS’ SUPPLIES, 

Mr. FOSTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 313) to provide for 
the better care and protection of quartermasters’ supplies; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS A. WESTON, 

Mr. FOSTER also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No, 314) to 
confirm the term, for the period of seventeen years from the date of 
its original grant, of the patent of Thomas A. Weston; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN H. JONES AND THOMAS D. HARRIS. 

Mr. DANFORD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 315) for the relief of 
John H. Jones and Thomas D. Harris; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

TREATY WITH POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS. 

Mr. VAN VORHES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 316) to carry into 
effect the tenth article of the treaty with Pottawatomie Indians of 
February 27, 1867; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PAYMENTS TO POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS. 

Mr. VAN VORHES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 317) to make 
certain payments to the Pottawatomie Indians; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF SECTIONS OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. BOONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 318) to repeal sections 

4924, 4925, 4926, 4927, and 4928 of the Revised Statutes of the United 


States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Patents, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
A. GATES LEE. 

Mr. BOONE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 319) for the relief of 
A. Gates Lee, of McCracken County, Kentucky; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

LEROY D. SUTTON. 

Mr. BOONE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 320) for the relief of 
Leroy D. Sutton; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

R. C. SMITH. 

Mr. BOONE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 321) for the relief of 
R. C. Smith, of McCracken County, Kentucky; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF ALECK VANCE. 

Mr. BOONE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 322) for the relief of 
the heirs of Aleck Vance, deceased ; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

CARLISLE BRIDGES, 

Mr. BOONE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 323) granting a pen- 
sion to Carlisle Bridges, of McCracken 8 Kentucky; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SALES OF TOBACCO. 

Mr. McKENZIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 324) to permit the 
growers of tobacco to sell one thousand dollars’ worth of their own 
growth without a license so to do; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committeeof Ways and Means, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF SECTION 3369 OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. KNOTT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 325) to amend section 
3369 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways aud 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN C. ROBINSON. 

Mr. KNOTT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 326) for the relief of 
the minors of John C. Robinson; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

TAX ON LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. KNOTT also introduced a bill 12 R. No. 327) to repeal so much 
of the sixth clause of section 3244 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States as prohibits farmers and planters selling leaf-tobacco 
at retail directly to consumers withont the payment of a special tax; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

L. M. NORTHCUTT. 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 328) for the relief of 
L. M. Northeutt, of the county of Kenton, Kentucky; which was read 
a first and seoond time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN WAR, ETC. 

Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 329) ting pensions 
to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexican, Florida, and the Black 
Hawk wars, and to certain widows of deceased soldiers and sailors of 
the same; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ALDERSON T. KEENE. 

Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 330) for the benefit of 
Alderson T. Keene, late first lientenant, Company E, First Kentucky 
Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 


printed. 
W. R. BOICE. 


Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 331) for the benefit 
of W. R. Boice, of Danville, Kentucky; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ARCHIBALD B, RUE. 


Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 332) for the relief 
of Archibald B. Rue; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 


printed. 
GEORGE TRUPNALL. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 333) for the relief 
of George Trupnall, of Harrodsburgh, Kentucky; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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MADISON FEMALE ACADEMY, 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 334) for the benefit 
of the Madison Female Academy, located at Richmond, Kentucky; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH, DANVILLE, KENTUCKY. 


Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 335) for the benefit 
of the Christian church, in Danville, Kentucky; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN A. MORRISON, 


Mr, DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 336) for the benefit 
of Major John A. Morrison, of Russell County, Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


BAPTIST CHURCH, CRAB ORCHARD, KENTUCKY. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 337) for the benefit 
of the trustees of the Baptist church of Crab Orehard, Kentucky ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

W. F. GOGGIN, 

Mr. DURHAM alsointroduced a bill (H. R. No. 338) for the benefit of 
W. F. Goggin, of Pulaski County, Kentucky; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN 8. BOSWELL. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 339) for the relief 
of John S. Boswell, of Anderson County, Kentucky; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ELSWORTH OWSLEY. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill 15 R. No. 340) for the benefit 
of Elsworth Owsley ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

E. B. HAND. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 341) for the benefit 
of E. B. Hand, postmaster at Harrodsburgh, Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN WITHERSPOON AND JAMES SUFFELL. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 342) for the relief 
of John Witherspoon and James Suffell, of Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

BIDOW & WILSON. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 343) for the relief 
of Bidow & Wilson, of Danville, Kentucky; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF BANKRUPT LAW, 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 344) to repeal the 
bankrupt law; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the 5 on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PUBLIC GROUNDS NEAR HARRODSBURGH, KENTUCKY. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 345) to give the State 
of Kentucky concurrent jurisdiction with the United States courts 
on the Government grounds near Harrodsburgh, Kentucky; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SALES OF TOBACCO. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 346) to permit the 
growers of tobacco to sell to consumers five hundred dollars’ worth 
of their growth without license so to do; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS, 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 347) granting pen- 
sions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexican, Florida, and 
Black Hawk wars, and certain widows of deceased soldiers and sail- 
ors of the same; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 348) to repeal the 
third section of the resumption act; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


COMPENSATION OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS. 
Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 349) fixing the com- 


pensation, &c., of United States attorneys; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Expenditures in De- 
partment of Justice, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


CLERKS OF THE UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 350) fixing the foes 
of clerks of the United States district and circuit courts; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Expendi- 
tures in the Department of Justice, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 

PAY OF UNITED STATES MARSHALS. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 351) fixing the 
compensation of United States marshals and deputies; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Expendi- 
tures the Department of Justiee, when appointed, and ord to be 
printed. 

JAMES P, CARROLL. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 352) for the relief 
of James P, Carroll; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COMMERCE AMONG THE STATES. 

Mr. WILLIS, of P introduced a bill (H. R. No. 353) to 
regulate commerce among the States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

BRANNIN, SUMMERS & CO. 


Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 354) 
for the relief of Brannin, Summers & Co., of Louisville, Kentucky ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee o 
Ways and Means, when appoiuted, and ordered to be printed. 

TAX UPON TOBACCO. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 355) to modify 
the tax upon tobacco; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed, 

NAVY DEPARTMENT ESTIMATES. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 356) direct- 
ing method of annual estimates of expenditures to be submitted from 
the Navy Department; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ABANDONED PROPERTY, ETC. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 357) to amend 
the third section of the act of Co approved March 12, 1863, en- 
titled “An act to provide for the collection of abandoned property 
and for the prevention of frauds in insurrectionary districts within 
the United States ;” which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed, 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 358) to pro- 
vide for pensions to soldiers of the war with Mexico and of the Sem- 
inole war of 1836, &c.; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WH HORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 359) to extend 
the provisions of the act of Con approved February 14, 1871, 
granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


RELIEF OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 360) for the 
relief of the State of Tennessee; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PAYMENT FOR HORSES. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 361) to pay 
certain persons therein specified for horses illegally taken from them 
by officers of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

f WILLIAM PARK, OF TENNESSEE. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 362) for the 
relief of William Park, of Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY S. FRENCH. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 363) for the 
relief of Henry S. French, of Nashville, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WALTER AKIN. 
Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 364) for the 


182 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


OcTOBER 29, 


relief of Walter Akin 
County, Tennessee ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 


printed. 
CAREY GILBERT. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 365) for the 
relief of Carey Gilbert, of Giles County, Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

A. J. REED. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 366) for the 
rolief of A. J. Reed, of Giles County, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN E. TULLOSS. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 367) for the 
relief of John E. Tulloss, of Williamson County, Tennessee; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed 

JAMES. B. TREADWELL. 

Mr. BRIGHT (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 368) grant- 
ing a pension to James B. Treadwell, major of the Lighty-fifth Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a first and secoud 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. : 

FREE COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 

Mr. BRIGHT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 369) 9 for 
the free coinage of silver dollars, and for making the same a legal 
tender; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Mines and Mining, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 

Mr. BRIGHT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 370) to repeal the 
act of January 14, 1875, for the resumption of specie payments; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


J. W. BURBRIDGE & CO., ETC, 

Mr. BRIGHT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 371) for the relief of 
J. W. Burbridge & Co. and Robert H. Montgomery; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. MARTHA A. STEVENS. 

Mr. BRIGHT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 372) for the relief of 
Mrs. Martha A. Stevens; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

ANN P. JAMES, 

Mr. BRIGHT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 373) for the relief of 
Ann P. James; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ASA FAULKNER AND OTHERS. 

Mr. BRIGHT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 374) for the relief of 
Asa Faulkner and others, of Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SURVIVORS OF BLACK HAWK WAR, ETC. 

Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 375) to pension the sur- 
viving officers and enlisted men of the Black Hawk, Seminole, Florida, 
and Mexican wars, and their widows; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 376) for the payment 
to the officers and soldiers of the Mexican war of the three months’ 
extra pay provided for by the act of July 19, 1848; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF DUTIES IN LEGAL-TENDERS. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 377) for the payment 
of duties on imports in legal-tender notes or coin at the option of the 
importer; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TAX ON STATE BANKS. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 378) to repeal section 
3412 of the Revised Statutes which tpos the tax of 10 per cent. 
upon the circulation of State banks and State banking associations; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF CUMBERLAND RIVER. 
Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 379) appropriatin 


administrator of James Aken, of Maury | River from Nashville, Tennessee, to the Cincinnati and Chattanooga 


Railroad ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF CANEY FORK AND OBEY’S RIVER. 


Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 330) appropriatin 
$25,000 for the improvement of the, navigation of Caney Fork 5 
Obey's River, tributaries of the Cumberland River; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

TAX ON DISTILLED SPIRITS. 


Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 381) to reduce the tax 
on distilled spirits fifty cents on each proof gallon; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
when appointed, and ordered to be prin ted. 

SALE OF LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 382) for the repeal of 
the restrictions upon the sale of tobacco in the leat by the producers 
thereof; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

J. D. BOND, 

Mr. RIDLLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 383) for the relief of 
J. D. Bond & Brother, of Wilson County, Tennessee; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E. CAMPBELL. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 384) granting a pen- 
sion to Mary E. Campbell; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. TWIDWELL. 

Mr. RIDDLE also (by tg bea introduced a bill (H. R. No. 385) 
for the relief of George W. Twidwell, of Smith County, Tennessee; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS WHITE. 

Mr. RIDDLE also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 386) for 
the relief of Thomas White, of Maury County, Tennessee; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM TRUETT. 

Mr. RIDDLE also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 387) for 
the relief of William Truett, late Company H, Fifth Tennessee Cav- 
alry, United States Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM ROYLSTON, 

Mr. RIDDLE also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 388) for 
the relief of William Roylston, late private in Company D, First Regi- 
ment Tennessee Light Artillery; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. THORNBURGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 389) to equalize 
the bounties of soldiers who served in the late war for the Union; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


TRIBUTARY STREAMS OF TENNESSEE RIVER. 

Mr. THORNBURGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 390) making 
appropriations to improve the navigation of tributary streams of the 
Tennessee River; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HARDIN SCAGGS. 

Mr. THORNBURGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 391) for the 
relief of Hardin Scaggs, of Maynardville, Tennessee, for supplies fur- 
nished the Federal Army during the late rebellion; which was read a 
first and second time, refi to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. MARY D. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. THORNBURGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 392) for the 
relief of Mrs. Mary D. Williams, widow of W. W. Williams, late a 
private in Company B, Second Tennessee Infantry; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


LUTHER M. BLACKMAN. 


Mr. THORNBURGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 393) for the 
relief of Luther M. Blackman; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF HORACE A. CHAMBERS, 


$25,000 for the improvement of the navigation of the Cumbertand Mr. THORNBURGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 394) granting 
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a pension to the heirs of Horace A. Chambers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM A, RUCKER. 

Mr. THORNBURGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 395) for the 
relief of William A. Rucker, late second lieutenant Company B, Third 
Regiment North Carolina Volunteers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. DICE. 

Mr. THORNBURGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 396) for the 
relief of George W. Dice; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

NAVIGATION OF THE TENNESSEE RIVER. 

Mr. ATKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 397) to improve the navi- 
gation of the Tennessee River; whichowas read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

f SALE OF LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. ATKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 398) anthorizing the 
sale of leaf-tobacco in limited quantities; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF FIRST AND THIRD SECTIONS OF THE. RESUMPTION LAW. 

Mr. ATKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 399) to repeal the 
first and third sections of the resumption law; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND RIVER. 

Mr. HOUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 400) to make appropris 
tion for continuing the improvement of the Cumberland River; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SALE OF LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 401) to allow pro- 
ducers of leaf-tobacco to sell the same by retail to consumers free of 
tax; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DUNCAN MARR. 

Mr. DIBRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 402) for the relief of 
Duncan Marr, of Montgomery County, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF TENNESSEE RIVER AT MUSCLE SHOALS. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 403) to continue the 
work on the Tennessee River at Muscle Shoals; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT ON THE HIAWASSEE RIVER, 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 404) to continue 
tho improvement on the Hiawassee River; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

EXEMPTIONS ON JUDGMENTS. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 405) fixing’ exemp- 
tions on judgments in favor of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF TAX ON TOBACCO. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 406) ling tax 
on tobacco in the hands of the producer; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


JAMES P. THOMPSON. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 407) granting a 
pension to James P. Thompson, of McMinnville, Tennessee; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Revo- 
Iutionary Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MOSES CUNNINGHAM. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 408) granting a 
pension to Moses ph rake grag of Tennessee; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES CLIFT, 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 409) for the relief 
of James Clift, late captain Fifth Tennessee Calvary; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


COMPENSATION OF COUNTY AND STATE OFFICERS. 


Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. Ne. 410) to compen- 
sate State and county officers for services rendered under writs of 
habeas corpus from United States courts; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRICT AND CIRCUIT COURT AT CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 411) to establish a 
district and circuit court at Chattanooga, Tennessee; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. ` 

REDUCTION OF EXPENSE OF COLLECTING CUSTOMS, 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 412) to reduce the 
expense of collecting the customs ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Expenditures, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed, 

SMALL DISTILLERIES, 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 413) for the relief 
of distilleries of small capacity; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

W. 5. BURGESS, AND OTHERS. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 414) for the relief 
of W. S. Burgess and others, of Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

J. M. BRAGG. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 415) for the relief 
of J. M. Bragg and others, of Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

J. J. CUMMINGS. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 416) for the relief 
of J. J. Cummings, of Tennessee; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

H. L. AND J. M. CARRICK. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 417) for the relief 
of H. L. and J. M. Carrick, of Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

B. F. MARTIN. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 418) for the relief 
of B. F. Martin, of Tennessee; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SMITH J. WALLING. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 419) for the relief 
of Smith J. Walling, of Tennessee; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ASA FAULKNER. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 420) to refund to 
Asa Faulkner, of Tennessee, the proceeds of cotton seizedby the United 
States Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

A. KELLY. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 421) to pay A. Kel- 
ley, of Marion County, Tennessee, for services on a military commis- 
sion; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES W. EASTWOOD. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 422) for the relief 
of the heirs of James W. Eastwood, of Warren County, Tennessee; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM BULLARD. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R No. 423) for the relief 
of William Bullard, of De Kalb County, Tennessee; late Company D, 
Fourth Regiment Tennessee Infantry Volunteers; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


BARATARIA SHIP CANAL. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No, 424) to incorporate the 
Barataria Ship Canal Company; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

EDWARD r. FREEMAN, 


Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 425) for the relief of 
Edward T. Freeman, of Memphis, Tennessee; which was read a irst 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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JESSIE J. BUSBEE, 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 426) for the relief of 
Jessio J. Busbee,of Memphis, Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JULIA ELLIOTT. 


Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 427) for the relief of 

Julia Elliott, widow and administratrix of Newell D. Elliott, de- 

, late of the city of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee; which 

was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REFUNDING INTERNAL-REVENUE TAXES. 


Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 428) to provide for 
refunding internal-revenue taxes illegally collected; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


MARY P. BRADFORD. 


Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 429) for the relief of 
Mary P. Bradford, of Shelby County, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN CLINTON. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee, introduced a bill (H. R, No. 430) 
for the relief of John Clinton, postmaster at Brownsville, Tennessee ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN INDIANA, 


Mr. HAMILTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 431) to provide for 
the holding of terms of the district and circuit courts of the United 
States at Fort Wayne, Indiana; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JETHRO M. BOYD. 

Mr. HAMILTON also introdnced a bill (H. R. No. 432) for the re- 
lief of Jethro M. Boyd, of Indiana; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


RE-IMBURSEMENT OF STATES FOR WAR EXPENSES, 


Mr, HAMILTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 433) to reim- 
burse the States for expenses incurred in the late rebellion; which 
was read afirst and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


EQUALIZATION OF PENSIONS, 


Mr. HAMILTON also presented a joint resolution of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Indiana, instructing Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress from that State to endeavor to secure the passage 
of a law to equalize pensions; which was referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


ARTHUR W. GRAY. 


Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. 434) for the relief of Arthur 
W. Gray, a surgeon in the Twenty-fourth Regiment Indiana Volun- 
teer Infantry in the late rebellion; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF NATIONAL-BANK CURRENCY. 

Mr. COBB also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 435) providing for the 
withdrawal of the national-bank currency and the issuing of non- 
interest-bearing Treasury notes to the amount of $500,000,000 to sup- 
ply the place of said national-bank currency, making said Treasury 
notes a legal tender for all sums public and private, except where by 
the terms ot the contract it is expressly provided otherwise, and re- 
pealing the third section of the act of Congress entitled “ An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved January 
14, 1875, and providing for the coinage of gold and silver bullion, and 
fixing the standard thereof, and making all silver coin of the same 
standard a legal tender; which was at a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ADAM STINSON. 

Mr. FULLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 436) granting a pension 
to Adam Stinson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. FULLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 437) to repeal section 
3229 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT, 


Mr. FULLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 438) to repeal the 
act for the resumption of specie payments; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JONATHAN R. TILMAN. 


Mr. FULLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 439) granting a pen- 
sion to Jonathan R. Tilman; which was read a first and second tim 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, an 
ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. FULLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 440) to repeal the 
bankrupt law; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the cee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN INDIANA. 

Mr. FULLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 441) to establish the 
southern district of Indiana, and to provide for the holding of cir- 
cuit and district courts therein; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLAR. 


Mr. HUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 442) to anthorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to purchase silver bullion, to cause the 
same to be coined, as well as silver bullion of the citizens of the 
United States, and making said silver dollar when coined a legal 
tender for all debts, public and private, within the United States, 
inclnding duties on imports and interest on the public debt, except- 
ing obligations heretofore entered into and made payable in gold, 
such obligations last named to be paid in gold, and repealing all acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent herewith ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, aud 
Measures, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ELECTION OF CERTAIN OFFICERS. 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 443) to provide the 
mode for the election of certain officers of the United States and to 
prevent frands in such election; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

LEGAL RATE OF INTEREST. 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill es R. No. 444) to fix the rate 
of interest on national money trong out the United States at not 
8 r cent. per annum, and affixing penalties for its vio- 
lation; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee o on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be 
print 

EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill 1. R. No. 445) to equalize the 
bounties of soldiers who served in the late war for the Union; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

RE-ISSUE OF GREENBACKS. 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 446) authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to re-issue all United States notes com- 
monly called “ greenbacks” which have been redeemed under the act 
known as the resumption act, and pay them ont on the public debt; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

EXPEDITION TO THE ARCTIC SEAS, 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 447) to authorize 
and equip an expedition to the arctic seas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM J. ALEXANDER. 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 448) for the relief 
of William J. Alexander, of Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

COLONEL BERNARD F. MULLEN, 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 449) for the relief of 
Colonel Bernard F. Mullen, of Terre Haute, Indiana; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN F. SUTHERLIN & BROTHER. 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 450) for the relief 
of John F. Sutherlin & Brother, of Parke County, Indiana; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ALVIN V. CASEBEER. 

Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 451) for the relief 
of Alvin V. Casebeer, of Vermillion County, Indiana; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLAR, ETC. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 452) to pro- 

vide for the coining of silver dollars, to make the same a legal tender, 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


185 


and to anthorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue notes of the 
United States redeemable in silver coin to depositors of silver bullion, 
and to provide for coining the same; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


ARTICLES INFRINGING PATENTS. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 453) to limit 
the liability to actions for damages of purchasers of articles whose 
manufacture and sale infringe a patent; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


LUDWIG UEBER, 


Mr. BAKER, of pres, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 454) grant- 
ing a pension to Ludwig Ueber, late a private unassigned in the Thirty- 
seventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN HAINES. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 455) to 
direct the Secretary of War to remove the charges of desertion now 
standing against John Haines, and to grant him an honorable dis- 
charge; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

ROBERT M, WIDNEY. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 456) grant- 
ing a pension to Robert M. Widney ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PAYMENT OF DUTIES IN LEGAL-TENDERS. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 457) to 
make duties on imports to the amount of one-fourth part thereof pay- 
able in legal notes of the United States and to provide for the dis- 
bursement of the same; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM T. PATE AND SILAS Q. HOWE. 


Mr. SEXTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 458) giving the Court of 
Claims jurisdiction to hear and determine the claim of William T. 
Pate and Silas Q. Howe; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

GALLUS KERCHNER. 

Mr. SEXTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 459) for the relief of 
Gallus Kerchner; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committe on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LOSS OF FINAL-DISCHARGE PAPERS. 


Mr. CALKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. rile the relief of 
discharged United States soldiers whose final-discharge papers have 
been lost or destroyed ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PETER SCONDEN. 

Mr, CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 461) for the relief 
of Peter Sconden, late a corporal in K company, Twelfth Indiana 
Volunteer Cavalry, a resident of White County Indiana; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 462) to amend part 
of chapter 105 of an act entitled “An act making apprepriation for 
sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1878, and for other purposes ;” which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

DISTILLERS. 

Mr. BROWNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 463) to amend section 
3280, title 35, Revised Statutes of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES C. BATES. 

Mr. BROWNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 464) granting a pen- 
sion to James C. Bates, of Randolph County, Indiana; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MARTHA A. JONES, 


Mr. BROWNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 465) granting a pen- 
sion to Martha A. Jones, of Wayne County, Indiana; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. NANCY SIMMONS. 
Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 466) granting 


a pension to Mrs. Nancy Simmons; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


RESTORATION TO THE ARMY ROLL, 
Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, also presented a joint resolution of the 


Legislature of Indiana to restore certain persons to the roll of the 
Army; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS CRAWFORD. 

Mr. BICKNELL introduced a bill (H. R, No. 467) to restore the name 
of Thomas Crawford, a soldier of the Mexican War, to the pension- 
roll; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


SUSAN P. VANCE. 


Mr. BICKNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 468) for the relief 
of Susan P. Vance; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Commitee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

BARTHOLOMEW AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA. 

Mr. BICKNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 469) for the re- 
lief of the Bartholomew Agricultural Society of the State of Indiana; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SELAR B. DECKER. 


Mr. BICKNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 470) granting a 
nsion to Selar B. Decker, late a contract nurse in hospital No. 7 at 
nisville, Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 
MARTHA J. ROBINSON. 


Mr. BICKNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 471) granting a 
pension to Martha J. Robinson, widow of James H. Robinson; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS WILSON. 

Mr. BICKNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 472) for the re- 
lief of Thomas Wilson; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

REBECCA C. REICH. 

Mr. HANNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 473) granting a pension 
to Rebecca C. Reich, widow of Gideon S. Reich, of Indianapolis, In- 
diana; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LEWIS E. CAMPBELL. 

Mr. HANNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 474) granting a pen- 
sion to Lewis E. Campbell, Company K, Twenty-first Indiana Heavy 
Artillery ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM BLACK. 

Mr. HANNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 475) granting a pen- 
sion to William Black, late a private in Company K, First Indiana 
Heavy Artillery; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JACOB ALBERTSON. 

Mr. HANNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 476) granting a pen- 
sion to Jacob Albertson, Company K, Twenty-first Regiment Indiana 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ANNA KOENINGER, 

Mr. HANNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 477) granting a pen- 
sion to Anna Koeninger, widow of Lonis Koeninger, late private in 
Second Indiana Battery; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

JOHN N. L. MATLOCK. 

Mr. HANNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 478) to refund to John 
N. L. Matlock, of Indianapolis, the sum of $754.55 wrongfully col- 
lected from him by the collector of internal revenue for Clark County, 
Indiana, March 24, 1866, with interest on the same from that date; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ABEL’ u. LEWIS. 


Mr. HANNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 479) for the relief of 
Abel M. Lewis; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

W. H. STEPHENSON. 

Mr. HANNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 480) granting a pen- 
sion to W. H. Stephenson, captain of Company H, Twenty-fourth 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
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time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed. 
and ordered to be printed. 
REPEAL OF THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. HANNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 481) to repeal the 
bankrupt law and all acts amendatory thereof or supplementary 


thereto; which was read a first and second time, refe to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 

Mr. SPARKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 482) granting pensions to 
certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 1846 with Mexico, and widows 
of deceased soldiers and sailors; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


COINAGE AND REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. SPARKS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 483) to coin and re- 
monetize silver; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PAYMENT OF DUTIES IN TREASURY NOTES. 


Mr. SPARKS also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 484) authorizing the 
payment of duties on imports in legal-tender Treasury notes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 


Mr. SPARKS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 485) to repeal the 
provisions of the act to provide for the resumption of specie payments, 
approved January 14, 1875; which was a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. AMANDA RAINS, 


Mr. EDEN introduced a pum Gs R. No, 486) for the relief of Mrs. 
Amanda Rains; which was a first und second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DAVID TRUITT. 

Mr. EDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 487) granting a pension 
to David Trnitt, asoldier in the Mexican war: which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MINOR CHILDREN OF BENJAMIN 8. RYAN. 


Mr. EDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 488) granting a pension 
to the minor children of Benjamin S. Ryan; which was a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SAMUEL D. PARKS. 


Mr. EDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 489) granting a pension 
to Samnel D. Parks; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ROSE MILLER. 

Mr. EDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 490) granting a pension 
to Rose Miller, widow of Reason F. Miller, d , late a private 
in Company E, One hundred and twenty-third Regiment Illinois Vol- 
unteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HENRY BROWN. 

Mr. EDEN also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 491) granting a pension 
to Henry Brown, late a 8 in Company C, One hundred and 
twenty-third Regiment Illinois Volunteers; which was read a first 
anıl second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

CHRISTOPHER FEGAN. 


Mr. EDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 492) granting a pension 
to Christopher Fegan, Company B, Fourteonth Regiment Illinois Vol- 
unteer Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

HEIRS OF WILLIAM SHEPHERD. 

Mr. EDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 493) authorizing the 
issue of a land warrant to the heirs of William Shepherd, deceased, 
in lieu of one lost; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

DUTIES ON IMPORTS AND THE REDUCTION OF TAXATION, 

Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 494) to revise and 
simplify existing laws imposing dnties on imports and to reduce tax- 
ation; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 495) to provide for 
counting the electoral votes for President and Vice- 


ident of the 


United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Special Committee on Counting the Electoral Votes, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 496) for the repeal 
of the bankrupt law and all acts amendatory or explanatory thereof ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. | 

Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 497) to repeal the 
resumption clausesof the act known as the resumption act of January 
14, 1875; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
Ot Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

STANDARD SILVER DOLLAR. 

Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 498) to authorize 
the coining of the standard silver dollar and restoring its legal-tender 
character; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

AMENDMENT TO THE REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 599) to amend 
section 27 of chapter 2, title 2, of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 


Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 500) to confirm 
to the city of Chicago, Illinois, the title to certain public grounds; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Eble lee and Grounds, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 501) to amend 
section 2990, chapter 7, title 34, of the Revised Statutes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

OFFICERS OF VESSELS. 


Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 502) to define who 
are officers of vessels; which was read a first and second time, referred 
To eoa ye mus ges, on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

DANIEL CLARY. 

Mr. SPRINGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 503) granting a pen- 
sion to Daniel Clary ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ALBERT GRANT. 

Mr. SPRINGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 504) for the relief 
of Albert Grant; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PRESIDENTIAL AND CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS. 


Mr. SPRINGER also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 11) 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States in 
reference to the election of President and Vice-President of the United 
States and members of Congress; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Select Committee on Election of President and 
Vice-President, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF CAUSES FROM STATE COURTS. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 505) to 
repeal certain sections of the Revised Statutes and to amend certain 
sections of the Statutes at Large relating to the removal of causes 
from State courts; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JOHN B. TUCKER. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 506 
granting a pension to John B. Tucker; which was read a first an 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


NANCY J. DUTTON. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
507) granting a pension to Nancy J. Dutton; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


. SAMUEL L. NALLEY, 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
508) for the relief of Samuel L. Nalley; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS. 


Mr. KNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 509) to authorize the con- 
struction of a public building at Quincy, Illinois; which was read a 
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first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


HARRIS B. LOVELL. 


Mr. KNAPP also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 510) porig a pen: 
siou to Harris B. Lovell, late a private in Company C, One Hundred 
and Twenty-second Illinois Infantry Volunteers; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE W. WRIGHT. 

Mr. KNAPP also introduced a bill ie R. No. 511) granting a pen- 
sion to George W. Wright, of Brown County, Illinois, a soldier of the 
war of 1812; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. : 

HENRY HEAD. 

Mr. KNAPP also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 512) for the relief of 
Henry Head, of Quincy, Illinois; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. KNAPP also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 513) amendatory of 
section No. 1514 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred tothe Committee on the 
Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


STANDARD SILVER DOLLAR. 


Mr. KNAPP also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 514) authorizing the 
coining of the standard silver dollar and restoring its legal-tender 
character; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 

Mr. KNAPP also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 515) repealing certain 
portions of an act entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of 
specie payment;” which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MRS. HELEN B. FOSTER. 


Mr. HARTZELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 516) for the relief of 
Mrs. Helen B. Foster, widow of Edwin R. Foster, late first lieutenant- 
of Company G, in the Eighteenth Regiment Illinois Infantry Volan- 
teers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 


Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 517) for the im- 
ere of the Mississippi River, and to prevent the erosion of its 
anks between islands numbered 14 and 15, near the town of Kaskas- 
kia, Illinois; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
He also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 518) to authorize a further 
appropriation to continue the public works now in the course of 
construction upon the Mississi pi River between the foot of Dickey 
Island and the mouth of the 8 io River, in the State of Illinois; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS, HELEN B. FOSTER. , 
Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 519) granting a 
nsion to Mrs. Helen B. Foster, widow of Edwin R. Foster, deceased, 
ate first lieutenant of Company G, in the Bey pris Illinois Infantry 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
8 on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 
THOMAS W. SEGAR. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 520) for the relief 
of Thomas W. Segar, of Illinois; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS P. ALEXANDER. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 521) for the 
relief of Thomas P. Alexander, of Illinois; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES P. GILLESPIE. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 522) granting a 
pension to James B. Gillespie, late captain Company I, One hundred 
and twentieth regiment Illinois Volunteers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


W. P. AND S. B. HALLIDAY. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 523) for the relief 
of W. P. Halliday and S. B. Halliday, of Cairo, Illinois; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


LEMUEL L. LAWRENCE. 


Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 524) pranting a 

nsion to Lemuel L. Lawrence, late second lieutenant of Company 
Bin the Sixth Regiment Illinois Cavalry Volunteers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


REV. ERASTUS LATHROP, 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 525) for the relief 
of Rev. Erastus Lathrop, of the State of Illinois; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF DUTIES IN LEGAL-TENDERS, 
Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 526) anthorizing 
the payment of duties on imports in legal-tender notes: which was 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
SAMUEL W. HESTER. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 527) granting a 

nsion to Samuel W. Hester, late private of Company D of the 
Thirty-first Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

CARROL ANDERSON. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 528) ganting a 

nsion to Carrol Anderson, late private Company A, Eighteenth 
8 IIlinois 8 Volunteers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL MIDDAUGH, 

Mr. HENDERSON introdnced a bill (H. R. No. 529) granting a pen- 
sion to Daniel Middaugh; which was read a first and second t me 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, an: 
ordered to be printed. 

JAMES W. THOMPSON. 

Mr. HENDERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 530) granting a 
pension to James W. Thompson; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invulid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS W. BROWN. 

Mr. HENDERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 531) restoring 
the name of Thomas W. Brown to the pension-roll; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN FREY. 

Mr. HENDERSON also introduced & bill (H. R. No. 532) granting 
a pension to John Frey; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI CANAL, 

Mr. HENDERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 533) to provide 
for the construction of the Illinois and Mississippi Canal, and to 
chespen _— rtation; phe i wes read 4 1 and tg time, a, 

e to the Committee on Railways and Canals, when appoin 
and ordered to be printed. 5 


AMENDMENT TO THE INTERNAL-REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 534) to amend the laws 
relating to the internal revenue; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ESTATE OF JOHN 8. MILLER, DECEASED. 

Mr. BURCHARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 535) for the relief 
of the executors of the estate of John S. Miller, d ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

W. C. SNYDER. 

Mr. BURCHARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 536) for the relief 
of W. C. Snyder, of Illinois; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM. P. HAZARD. 


Mr. BURCHARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 537) for the relief 
of Williamm P. Hazard; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


WILLIAM L. DILLON. 

Mr. BURCHARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 538) granting a 
pension to William L. Dillon, Stirling, Ilinois ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC LANDS OF ILLINOIS. 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 539) authoriz- 
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ing the assignees of the State of Illinois to select and enter public 
lands to which said State is entitled under and by the provisions of 
the several acts of Con namely, the act of September 28, 1850, 
known as the swamp-land act; an act of March 2, 1855, known 
as the indemnity act; and the act extending the provisions of said 
act, passed March 3, 1857; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION ACT. ; 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 540) re- 

aling the time-clause of the resumption act; which was read a 

rst and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. CARMEN. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 541) for 
the relief of William H. Carmen; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MINERS’ NATIONAL BANK OF BRAIDWOOD, ILLINOIS, 

Mr. HAYES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 542) to change the loca- 
tion and name of the Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Hlinois; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SPIRITS DESTROYED BY FIRE. 

Mr. HAYES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 543) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to credit upon certain judgments the losses 
assessed upon certain spirits destroyed by fire; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. HAYES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 544) equalizing the 
bounties of soldiers and others who served in the late war for the 
Union; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL SAVINGS-BONDS. 


Mr. HAYES also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 545) to provide for the 
issue of national savings-bonds ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

EDWARD A. CLIFFORD, 

Mr. BRENTANO introduced a bill (H. R, No. 546) for the relief of 
Edward A. Clifford, of Evanston, Illinois; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be priuted. 


SPECIAL INTERNAL-REVENUE TAXES. 

Mr, BRENTANO also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 547) to amend 
section 3244 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relatin 
to certain special taxes imposed by the internal-revenue law; whic 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


NATIONAL SAVINGS-DEPOSITORY, 


Mr. TIPTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 548) to establish and main- 
tain a national savings-depository as a branch of the Post-Office De- 
artment; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Bommittes on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF THE BANKRUPTCY ACT. 

Mr. TIPTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 549) to repeal the act 
entitled “An act to establish a uniform system of W through- 
out the United States,” approved March 2, 1867, and all acts supple- 
mentary or amendatory thereto; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MARY A. ALLEN. 

Mr. FORT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 550) granting a pension 
to Mary A. Allen; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. FORT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 551) granting a pension 
to all surviving officers and soldiers who served in the United States 
Army in the war with Mexico; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. FORT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 552) for the repeal of 
the bankrupt law and all the amendments thereto; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
when appointed, and ordered to bo printed, 


BRIDGE ACROSS MISSOURI RIVER AT GLASGOW, MISSOURI. 
Mr. FORT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 553) to authorize the 
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construction of a bridge across the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, 
Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


THE STANDARD SILVER DOLLAR, 


Mr. FORT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 554) authorizing the 
coinage of the standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender 
character; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILBER F. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Mr. GLOVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 555) for the relief of 
Wilber F. Chamberlain, of Lewis County, Missouri; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

; JAMES A. HILE, 


Mr. GLOVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 556) for the relief 
of James A. Hile, of Lewis County, Missouri ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF BANKRUPT LAWS. 


Mr. GLOVER also presented a concurrent resolution of the General 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking the repeal of the bankrupt 
laws; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REMOVAL OF NATIONAL CAPITAL. 


Mr. GLOVER also presented a joint and concurrent resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of Missouri, looking to the removal of 
the national capital to the Mississippi Valley; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. GLOVER also presented a joint resolution of the two houses 
of the Legislature of the State of Missouri, asking for an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the Mississippi River; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. GLOVER also presented a joint resolution of the General As- 
sembly of Missouri, asking aid from the Federal Government in the 
construction of the Southern Pacific Railroad; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


‘ 


SALE OF LEAF-TOBACCO, 


Mr. GLOVER also presented a joint resolution of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Missouri, relative to the law affecting the sale 
of tobacco in the leaf; which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES A. PERRY & CO. 

Mr. FRANKLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 557) to authorize the 
Court of Claims to hear and determine the claim of Charles A. Perry 
& Co.; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


A. L, H. CRENSHAW, 


Mr. FRANKLIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 558) for the relief 
of A. L. H. Crenshaw, of Jackson County, Missouri; which was read 
a first and second timg, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

THE RESUMPTION ACT. 


Mr. FRANKLIN also introdnced a bill (H. R. No. 559) to provide for 
the repeal of the third section of the act entitled “An act to provide 
for the resumption of specie payments,” approved January 14, 1875; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT CITY OF KANSAS, MISSOURI. 

Mr. FRANKLIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 560) to provide 
for the construction of a public building at the City of Kansas, Mis- 
souri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed, 

MINOR T. SMITH. 

Mr. FRANKLIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 561) nting a 
pension to Minor T. Smith, of Jackson County, Missouri, for services 
in the Mexican war; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JAMES BRICE. 

Mr. FRANKLIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 562) for the relief 
of James Brice, of Jackson County, Missouri, for depredations com- 
mitted by the Arapaho Indians; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

TERMS OF UNITED STATES COURTS IN MISSOURI, 


Mr. FRANKLIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 563) to provide 
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for holding terms of the district and circuit courts of the United 
States at Kansas City, Missouri; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 
TITLES TO LAND IN PLATTE COUNTY, MISSOURI. 
Mr. FRANKLIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 564) to confirm 
the title to certain lands in Platte County, Missouri, and authorize a 
atent to be issued therefor to Kinsey B. Cecil; which was read a 
Bret aud second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 
IMPROVEMENT OF MISSOURI RIVER. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 565) to are 
ropriate $1,000,000, to be expended_in deepening and permanently 
2 the channel of Missouri River with a view to secure a navi- 
gable depth of five feet during low water from Sioux City to mouth 
of said river; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES. COURTS, ETC. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 566) 
conferring jurisdiction on the United States circuit court and to pro- 
vide for the trial of certain claims against the United States now 

rosecuted before the Quartermaster and Commissary General and the 

hird Auditor, and revoking the jurisdiction of the latter departments 
in such cases; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 
ELIJAH FISHER. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 567) for 
the relief of Elijah Fisher, of Howard County, Missouri; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM L. HICKAM. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, also introdneed a bill (H. R. No, 568) for 
the relief of William L. Hickam, of Missouri; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

` RE-IMBURSING THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 569) to 
re-imburse the University of Missouri for damages and injuries sus- 
tained by itvduring the late war, caused by troops of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REGULATING PRACTICE IN THE UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 570) regu- 
lating the practice in United States circuit courts and district.courts 
as to the time and manner of instracting jurors and arguing causes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


STANDARD SILVER DOLLAR. 

Mr. BLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 571) to provide for the 
2 of standard silver dollars aud restoring the mone func- 
tion thereof; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SALE OF TOBACCO. 

Mr. BLAND also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 572) to provide for 
the sale of tobacco by the producers thereof; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
when appointed, and ordered ‘to be printed. 


WILLIAM J, PILAND. 

Mr. BLAND also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 573) for the relief of 
William J. Piland; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE GASCONADE RIVER. 

Mr. BLAND also presented a joint resolution of the General Assem- 
bly of Missouri for the improvement of the Gasconade River; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

REMOVAL OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL. 

Mr. BLAND also presented a joint resolution of the General Assem- 
bly of Missouri, relative to the removal of the national capital; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


RELIEF OF TOBACCO-GROWERS. 

Mr. HATCHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 574) for the relief of 
tobacco-growers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed, 

HOME MANUFACTURE OF TOBACCO. 
Mr. HATCHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 575) to enconrage 


home manufacture of tobacco; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF FREDERICK C, BUTLER. 

Mr. HATCHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 576) for the relief 
of the heirs of Frederick C. Butler, late of New Madrid Connty, 
Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SUSAN ASHWORTH. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 577) for the relief 
of Susan Ashworth, of Polk County, Missouri; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY A. SILVEY. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 578) for the 
relief of A. Silvey; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ALEXANDER BARCLAY. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN alsointroduced a bill (H. R. No.579) for the relicf 
of the legal representatives of Alexander Barclay, late of Benton 
County, Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

REINHARD BREINNEISS AND OTHERS. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 580) for the 
relief of Reinhard Breinneiss, John H. Maas, Henry W, Kalkmeyer, 
Frank Breinneiss, and Lewis Tompkins, for services rendered the 
United States during the war; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH DIEBL, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 581) for the 
relief of Joseph Diehl, of Moniteau County, Missouri; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

i R. M, WYRICK. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 582) for the re- 
lief of R. M. Wyrick and others, loyal citizens of Missouri; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

TIMOTHY J. HURLBUT. 

Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 583) for the relief of Tim- 
othy J. Hurlbut; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensious, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MARY J. LRnOW. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 584) for the relief of 
ang | J. Lebow; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

DANIEL C. PUTNAM. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 585) for the relief of 
Daniel C. Putnam; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. > 

JOSIAH CUNNINGHAM. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H, R. No. 586) for the relief of 
Josiah Cunningham ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
tothe Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM A. CARR. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 587) for the relief of 
William A. Carr, of Missouri; which was read a first and second time, 
referred tothe Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOHN A. STEVENS. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 588) for the relief 
of the widow and heirs of John A. Stevens, deceased, of Springfield, 
Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

OZIAS RUARK. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 589) for the relief 
of Ozias Ruark ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed, 

ROBERT L. HOTTEL. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 590) for the relief 
of Robert L. Hottel, late sergeant of Company C, Fifteenth Missonri 
Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES SMITH. 
Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 591) for the relief 
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of James Smith, late first lieutenant of Company F, Forty-sixth 
Missouri Infantry ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MARTHA A. WILLIAMSON. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 592) granting a 
pension to Martha A. Williamson; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A. B. GREENWOOD. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 593) for the relief 
of A. B. Greenwood, of Barry County, Missouri; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL M. PHARISS. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 594) for the relief 
of Samuel M. Phariss; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SALES OF LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill a R. No. 595) for the relief of 
growers of tobacco, permitting the sale in leaf form by producers; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. BUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 596) to amend section 
540, chapter 1, title 13, Revised Statutes of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS, 

Mr. REA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 597) to amend an act entitled 
“An act granting pensions to the widows, children, dependent mothers 
and fathers or orphan brothers or sisters of those soldiers who were 
murdered by guerrillas at Centralia, Missouri, in 1864; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. REA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 598) to provide for the 
holding of additional terms of the circuit and district courts of the 
United States in the western district of the State of Missouri; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

BOUNDARY LINE BETWEEN MISSOURI AND NEBRASKA. 
-~ Mr. REA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 599) to change a portion 
of the boundary line between the States of Missouri and Nebraska, 
and to cede a portion of the State of Nebraska to the State of Mis- 
souri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
WIDOW OF JAMES H. WELLS. 

Mr. REA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 600) for the relief of the 
widow of James H. Wells; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed, 

TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILWAY. 

Mr. REA also presented a joint resolution of the General Assembly of 
the State of Missouri, in favor of the speedy construction of a trans- 
continental railway on the line of the thirty-second or thirty-fifth 

arallel of latitude; which was referred to the Committee on the 
‘acific Railroad, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
REMOVAL OF NATIONAL CAPITAL. 

Mr. REA also presented a joint resolution of the General Assembly 
of the State of Missouri, in favor of the removal of the national cap- 
ital to a more central point in the American Union; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF BANKRUPT LAWS. 

Mr. REA also presented a concurent resolution of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Missouri, in favor of the repeal of existing 
laws on the subject of bankruptcy; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

IMPROVEMENT OF MISSOURI RIVER. 

Mr. REA also presented a joint resolution of the General Assembly 
of the State of Missouri, memorializing Con to make appropria- 
tions for the improvement of the Missouri River in said State; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

TAX ON LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr, REA also presented a concurrent resolution of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Missouri, in fayor of a modification of the tax 
on leaf-tobacco; which was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, axd ordered to be printed. 

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. ITTNER introduced a bill (EL R. No. 601) for the re-organization 


of the United States Army; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. COLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 602) to appoint a commis- 
sion to consider and report a plan to improve the channel of the 
Mississippi River from Cairo to Saint Paul; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

IRON MOUNTAIN BANK, SAINT LOUIS. 

Mr. COLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 603) for the relief of the 
Iron Mountain Bank of Saint Louis, Missouri; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HARLOW J. PHELPS. 


Mr. COLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 604) for the relief of 
the estate of Harlow J. Phelps, deceased, late of Saint Louis, Mis- 
souri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES W. PREDDY. 


Mr. SLEMONS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 605) for the relief of 
Charles W. Preddy; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to tenet Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
p 5 

WILLIAM W. WILSHIRE, 


Mr. SLEMONS also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 12) for 
the relief of William W, Wilshire, of Arkansas; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Elections, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIAS B. MOORE. 

Mr. GUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 606) for the relief of Elias 
B. Moore; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

J. M. HOBBS, 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 607) for the relief of 
J.M. Hobbs, of Benton County, Arkansas; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MARION MILLSAPS, 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 608) for the relief of 
Marion Millsaps; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 
G. W. JOBE, 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 609) for the relief 
of G. W. Jobe, late second lieutenant of Company F, Forty-sixth 
ere ee 1 0 was read a first and second 

ime, refe to the Committee on itary Affairs, when appointed 
and ordered to be printed. i 


MEXICAN, FLORIDA, AND BLACK HAWK WARS, 


Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 610) granting a pen- 
sion to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexican, Florida, — 5 Black 
Hawk wars, and to certain widows of deceased soldiers aud sailors of 
the same; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
etree on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed, 

CANE HILL COLLEGE, ARKANSAS. 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 611) for the relief 
of Cane Hill College, Arkansas; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. ENGLES. 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 612) for the relief 
of William H. Engles; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

FORT WAYNE MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 613) subjecting the 
Fort Wayne military reservation in the State of Arkansas to entry 
as other public lands in said State; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA. 


Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 614) to establish 
the judicial district of Oklahoma; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


INDEMNITY FOR SWAMP LANDS SOLD. 

Mr. GAUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 615) granting indemnity 
to States for swamp land sold by the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, refe to the Committee on Public Lands, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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LAND GRANT FOR SCHOOLS, ARKANSAS. 

Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 616) granting addi- 
tional lands to the State of Arkansas for the uss of schools; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Pab- 
lic Lands, when appointed, and ordered to be priuted. 

AMENDMENT OF THE REVISED STATUTES. i 

Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 617) to repeal sections 
820 and 821 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

FERIBRA A. GREGG. 


Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 618) for the relief of 
Feribra A. Gregg; which was read a first aud second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affuirs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOHN s. HOUSTON. 

Mr. CRAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 619) for the relief of 
Joho 8. Houston; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

BYRON 8. MORRIS. 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 620) for the relief 
of Byron S. Morris; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 13) 
submitting a pro amendment to the Constitution to be berg 
nated article 16; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Select Committee on the Electoral Count, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. ; 

RICHARD HAWLEY & SONS, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 621) for 
the relief of Richard Hawley & Sons; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committes of Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


POVERTY ISLAND LIGHT-HOUSE WORKMEN. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 622) 
for the relief of workmen employed in the construction of Poverty 
Island light-house, Lake Michigan; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COLONEL ROBERT C. BUCHANAN, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 623) 
for the relief of Robert C. Bachanan, colonel (retired) and brevet 
major-general United States Army; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN STEWART. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R No. 624) 
for the relief of Jobn Stewart, late captain of the Fifteenth Regiment 
Michigan Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second ti 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, an 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN EGGEMAN. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 625 
for the To o oan E $ ye n a a —_ and 3 
time, referred to the Committee on Mili irs, w. appoin 
and ordered to be printed. = 71 

JOHN RENTZ. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 626) 
=" pee speach oo 3 Matak was read a — 5 and second time, 
refe to the Committee on Mili Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. ay Pay 7 

ALFRED ROULAND. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. reid 
to remove the charge of desertion from the military record of Alf 
Rouland ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
ee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
print 

CHARLES A. WALDEMAR. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 628) 
for the relief of Charles A. Waldemar, late captain of the Fifth Mis- 
souri Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

THOMAS W. HEWITT. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 629) 
granting a pension to Thomas W. Hewitt; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH SAWYER. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 630) 


for the relief of Joseph Sawyer, of Detroit, Michigan, late an actin 


master of the Navy of tbe United States; which was read a first an 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

B. J. D. IRWIN. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 631) 
for the relief of B. J. D. Irwin, surgeon and brevet colonel, United 
States Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DANIEL T. WELLS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 632) 
for the relief of Daniel T. Wells, late of the First Regiment Michigan 
Cavalry ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR OF REFUGE AT SAND BEACH BAY, MICHIGAN. 


Mr, CONGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 633) for the government 
and control of the harbor of refuge at Sand Beach Bay, on Lake 
Huron, Michigan ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ALEXANDER SAINT BERNARD. 

Mr. CONGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 634) granting a pen- 
sion to Alexander Saint Bernard, of Saint Clair County, Michigan ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MOSES F. CARLETON. 


Mr. CONGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 635) for the relief of 
Moses F. Carieton, late second lieutenant of Company I, Fourth In- 
fantry Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed, 

OLIVER H. TRONS. 

Mr. CONGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 636) granting apen- 
sion to Oliver H. Irons, late sergeant Company D, Twenty-third Michi- 
gan Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. CONGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 637) to promote im- 
migration to the United States and to protect immigrants on their 
passage; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

FERRY-BOAT J. W. SPICER. 


Mr. CONGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 638) granting Amer- 
ican registry to the Canadian steam ferry-boat J. W. Spicer, and for 
other p ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

STEAMERS PHILO PARSONS AND ISLAND QUEEN. 

Mr. CONGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 639) relating to the 
steamers Philo Parsons and Island Queen; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PROTECTION OF IMMIGRANTS. 


Mr. CONGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 640) for the better 
protection of immigrants and prevent the importation of criminals 
to the United States; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to „ on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

SECURITY OF LIFE ON STEAM-VESSELS, 

Mr. CONGER also introduced a bill( H. R. No. 641) to revise, amend, 
and consolidute the laws relating to the security of life on board 
vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

FREDERICK W. SMITH. 

Mr. McGOWAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 642) granting a pen- 
sion to Frederick W. Smith; which was read a first and second tim 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, aw 
ordered to be printed. 

INTERESTS OF SHAREHOLDERS IN CORPORATIONS. 


Mr. STONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 643) providing for the 
levy, sale, and transfer of interests of shareholders in corporations 
under execution; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the . on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 

in * 
® HARBOR AT HOLLAND, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. STONE also presented joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
Michigan, asking for an appropriation for the improvement of the 
harbor at Holland, Michigan; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, when appointed. 

HARBOR AT SAUGATUCK, MICHIGAN. 


Mr. STONE also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
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Michigan, asking for an appropriation for the improvement of the har- 
bor at Sangatuck, Michigan; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, when appointed. 


CHARLES H. JOHNSON, 


Mr. WILLETS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 644) for the relief of 
Charles H. Johnson, late first lieutenant of the Fifteenth Michigan 
Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES OLMSTEAD. 

Mr. WILLETS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 645) for the relief 
of James Olmstead, late supernnmerary second lieutenant of the 
Eleventh Kentucky Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MARY A. ALLEN. 

Mr. WILLETS also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 646) granting a 
pension to Mary A. Allen; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR OF NEW BUFFALO. 


Mr. KEIGHTLEY presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan, for an appropriation for the improvement 
of the harbor of New Buffalo, in the State of Michigan; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed. 

LIGHT-HOUSE AT LITTLE TRAVERSE BAY, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 647) authorizing 
the construction of a light-house at Little Traverse Bay, Little 
Traverse, Michigan; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ASA MORSE. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 648) for the 
relief of Asa Morse, of Stanton, Michigan; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SALE OF LIQUORS ON SUNDAY IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 649) to prevent 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District of Columbia on the 
Sabbath; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MILEAGE FOR CALLED SESSIONS. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 650) providing 
for the payment of mileage to members of Congress for attending 
upon extra or called sessions of Congress; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Mileage, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 


Mr. HUBBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 651) to declare the con- 
struction of so mnch of section 3 of an act entitled “An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved Janu 
14, 1875, as provides for the redemption of the United States l - 
tender notes outstanding on the lst day of January, 1879, and to 
amend the said act of January 14, 1875, and other acts; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency, when appointed. 

fr. HUBBELL. I ask that that bill be read. 

The SPEAKER. Nothing is gained by reading it at this stage of 
the proceedings; it does not go into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I ask unanimous consent that it be printed in 
the RECORD. 
eh SPEAKER. The Chair cannot ask unanimous consent on this 


GRAND MARAIS HARBOR, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. HUBBELL also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan, for an appropriation to construct a harbor 
ef refuge at Grand Marais Harbor, on Lake Superior; which was 
referred ¢ to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed. 


MENOMONEE HARBOR, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. HUBBELL also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan, asking an appropriation to construct a har- 
bor at Menomonee, which harbor is upon the dividing line between 
the States of Michigan and Wisconsin; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA. 

Mr. BISBEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 652) to provide for public 
buildings at Jacksonville, in the State of Florida; which was read a 
first Ae second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF SAINT JOHN’S RIVER, FLORIDA. 


Mr. BISBEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 653) to provide for 
the improvement of the navigation of the Saint John’s River, Florida; 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
DEFENSE OF TEXAN FRONTIER. 
Mr. MILLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 654) making appropriations 
to the State of Texas for money expended by said State in the defense 
of the frontier, and for other purposes; which was read a first aud 


second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. i 
TRANSFER OF INDIAN BUREAU TO WAR DEPARTMENT, 


Mr. MILLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 655) to transfer the Office 
of Indian Affairs from the Interior Department to the War Depart- 
ment; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

POST-OFFICE IN HOUSTON, TEXAS, 


Mr. MILLS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 656) authorizing the 
construction of a post-oflice in the city of Houston, Texas; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, when appointed, and ordered to be 


printed. 
DEPOSITS OF SAVINGS-BANKS. 


Mr. MILLS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 657) to repeal that part 
of section 37 of the act of the 6th of June, 1872, exempting deposits 
of savings hena AN taxation ao = Moana — 8 and second 
time, refe tothe Committee of Ways an Ww. appoin: 
and ordered to be printed. e 

E. J. GURLEY. 

Mr. MILLS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 658) for the relief of 
E. J. Gurley, of Texas; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

GALVESTON BAY SHIP-CHANNEL. 

Mr. MILLS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 659) making an appro- 
7 to continue the work on the ship-channel in Galveston Bay, 

'exas; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

` MARY E. PURNELL. 


Mr. CULBERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 660) for the relief of 
Mary E. Purnell, of Texas; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENT. 

Mr. CULBERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 661) to repeal 
so much of section 3 of an act entitled “An act to provide for the re- 
sumption of specie payments,” approved J emy 14, 1875, as pro- 
vides for the resumption of specie payments on and after the Ist day 
of January, 1879; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

RE-ISSUE OF UNITED STATES LEGAL-TENDER NOTES. 


Mr. CULBERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 662) to repeal 
an act entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments,” approved January 14, 1875, and to authorize the re-issue of 
United States legal-tender notes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

REMOVAL OF CAUSES FROM STATE COURTS. 


Mr. CULBERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 663) to amend 
sections 1 and 2 of an act entitled “An act to determine the jurisdic- 
tion of circuit courts of the United States, and to regulate the re- 
moval of causes from State courts, and for other purposes,” approved 
March 3, 1875; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Comets’ on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 

rin 
n COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 

Mr. CULBERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 664) to provide 
for the coinage of silver dollars, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES, 


Mr. CULBERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 665) to amend 
section 3588 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SOUTHERN MAIL CONTRACTORS. 


Mr. CULBERSON also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 14) 
applying the appropriation made March 3, 1877, to pay southern mail 
contractors; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Peo iu on Appropriations, when appointed, and ordered to be 

r 
* FORTIFICATION OF GALVESTON HARBOR. 

Mr. GIDDINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 666) to provide for the 
fortification of Galveston Harbor, in Texas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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JAMES B. M'CLUSKY. 


Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 667) for the relief 
of the heirs-at-law of James B. McClusky, deceased; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

CHARLES W. ADAMS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 668) for the relief 
of Charles W. Adams, of New York; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM HENDLEY. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 669) for the relief 
of the heirs of William e d which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. . 

JOSEPH E. WILSON. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 670) for the relief 
of Joseph E. Wilson; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to 77 25 ommittee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

DAVID G. BURNETT. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 671) for the relief 
of the heirs of David G. Burnett; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CARL G. AND JOHN PALM. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 672) for the relief 
of Carl G. and John Palm, of Travis County, Texas; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ARMS FOR GALVESTON ARTILLERY. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 15) 
authorizing the Secretary of War to issue to the governor of the State 
of Texas certain arms for the use of the Galveston Artillery; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 

Mr. REAGAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 673) to amend certain 
sections of titles 48 and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States concerning commerce and navigation and the regulation of 
steam vessels; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 674) to regulate 
interstate commerce and to peli unjust discriminations by com- 
mon carriers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed 

IMPROVEMENT OF SABINE PASS, 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 675) to appropriate 
money for the improvement of the navigation of the harbor and bar 
of the Sabine Pass, Texas; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 676) to amend the 
act entitled “ An act ting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors 
of the war of 1812 and to the widows of deceased soldiers,” approved 
February 14, 1871; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING IN TYLER, TEXAS. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 677) to provide a 
suitable building for the United States courts, post-office, and internal 
revenue officers in the city of Tyler, State of Texas; which was read 
u first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SABINE AND TRINITY RIVERS, TEXAS, 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 678) appropriating 
money for the improvement of the navigation of the Sabine and Trin- 
ity Rivers, in the State of Texas; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

RELIEF OF CERTAIN SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES, 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 679) for the relief of 
two Senators and four . elected to Congress from tbe 
State of Texas in 1866; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF NECHES RIVER, TEXAS. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 680) for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Neches River, in the State of Texas; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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COLLECTION DISTRICT OF SABINE PASS. 
Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 631) to establish the 
collection district of Sabine Pass, Texas; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appoint- 
ed, and ordered to be printed. 
JILES S. BOGGESS. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 682) for the relief of 
Jiles S. Boggess, of Rush County, Texas, a soldier of the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF MOSES COX. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 683) for the relief of 
the heirs of Moses Cox, deceased; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF SAMUEL QUORLES. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 684) for the relief 
of the heirs of Samuel Quorles, deceased ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

. SAMUEL KILGORE. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 685) for the relief 
of Samuel Kilgore, a citizen of Texas; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

RE-IMBURSEMENT OF TEXAS FOR FRONTIER DEFENSE. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 16) author- 
izing and directing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the State 
of Texas $1,629,615.69, on account of moneys gee out by said State 
for frontier defense; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PAYMENTS OF GOVERNMENT MONEY. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 17) to 
amend joint resolution entitled “Joint resolution prohibiting pay- 
ment by any officer of the Government to any person not known to 
have been opposed to the rebellion and in favor of its suppression,” 
approved March 2, 1867; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CREDITORS OF REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


Mr. REAGAN also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 18) 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay over to the State of 
Texas the balance remaining of the fund appropriated by the acts of 
September 9, 1850, and February 28, 1855, for the payment of the 
creditors of the late republic of Texas; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed, 

DIRECT TAXES. 

Mr. REAGAN also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 19) 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SOUTHERN MAIL CONTRACTORS, 


Mr. REAGAN also introduced a gone resolution (H. R. No, 20) to 
apply the amount appropriated by the act of Congress approved 
March 3, 1877, to pay certain southern mail contractors; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JOSEPH CLYMER, 


Mr. THROCKMORTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 686) for the 
relief of Joseph Clymer, of Texas; which was read a first and second 
time, ee to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, aud 
ordered to be printed. 


MEXICAN, FLORIDA, AND BLACK HAWK WARS. 


Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 687) grant- 
ing pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexican, Florida, 
and Black Hawk wars, and to certain widows of deceased soldiers and 
sailors of the same; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL M. PAGE. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 688) for 
the relief of Daniel M. Page; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed, ` 

DANIEL WARREN. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 689) for 
the relief of Daniel Warren ; which wasread a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN N. REED. 


Mr, THROCKMORTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 690) for the re- 
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lief of John N. Reed ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 

Mr. CUMMINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 691) authorizing the 
coinage pf the silver dollar and making provision for the gradual re- 
sumption of specie payments ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

EMPLOYES OF DES MOINES RAPIDS IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 692) for the relief 
of certain employés on the work for the improvement of the Des 
Moines rapids, on the Mississippi River; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY FISHBURN, 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 693) grant- 
ing a pension to Henry Fishburn, private Company A, Twenty-üfth 
Regiment Iowa Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. NEEDHAM, 

Mr. SAMPSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 694) for the relief of 
William H. Needham, late second licutenant of Company D, Twenty- 
second Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. SARAH MILLER. 

Mr. SAMPSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 695) for the relief 
of Mrs. Sarah Miller, widow of A. T. Miller, deceased ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY SIMONS. 

Mr. SAMPSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 696) for the relief 
of Henry Simons, late a private in Company D, Fourth Regiment 
Iowa Infantry Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BENJAMIN HOLLINGSWORTH. 

Mr. SAMPSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 697) restoring the 
name of Benjamin Hollingsworth to the pension-roll ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

NATHAN UDELL. 
Mr. SAMPSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 698) granting a 
nsion to Nathan Udell ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
‘erred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 
HOMESTEAD LAW. 

Mr. PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 699) to restore certain lands 

in Iowa to settlement under the homestead law, and for other pur- 

; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

mittee on Public Lands, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 700) to amend sections 
649 and 714 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 701) to reduce the in- 
terest on the public debt and to secure the circulating notes of na- 
tional banks; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ORRIN B. CRANE. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 702) granting a pen- 
sion to Orrin B. Crane; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN ROSS. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 703) granting a pen- 
sion to John Ross, of Captain Bechler’s eer ge | Pennsylvania Militia 
in the war of 1812; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

J. D. BINFORD. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 704) nting a pen- 
sion to J. D. Binford, late a private in the Second fwa Infantry; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

LAURA SEAMAN. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 705) ting a pen- 
sion to Laura Seaman, widow of Elricy Seaman, a soldier in the war 
of 1812; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 
HENRY C. WEATHERBY. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 706) granting a pen- 
sion to Henry C. Weatherby, a soldier in the war of 1812; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MARTIN RAFF, 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 707) granting a pen- 
sion to Martin Raff, late private Company C, Bosal Rantioky In- 
fantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOSIAH B. CHAMBERLIN. 

* Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 708) granting a pen- 
sion to Josiah B. Chamberlin, late a private in Company K, Twen- 
tieth Iowa Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, aud ordered 
to be printed. 

JOSEPH D. HERRICK. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 709) granting a pen- 
sion to Joseph D. Herrick, a private in Company G, Thirty-first Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JANE D. COTTON. 

Mr. PRICE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 710) granting a pen- 
sion to Jane D. Cotton; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. ‘ 

JOHN s. CORLETT. 

Mr. OLIVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 711) granting a pension 
to John S. Corlett; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. ; 

UNIFORM CURRENCY. 

Mr. OLIVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 712) to provide a 
uniform currency for the United States, limit the amount thereof 
and make it equal to specie in value; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SETTLERS ON DES MOINES RIVER LANDS. 


Mr. OLIVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 713) to quiet the 
titles of settlers on the so-called Des Moines River lands in the State 
of Iowa, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

THE SILVER DOLLAR. 

Mr. OLIVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 714) for the coinage 
of the silver dollar, and making the same the unit of value and a 
full legal tender; which was read a first and second time, referred 
tothe Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PLEADING IN CIVIL ACTIONS. 

Mr. HAZELTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 715) to simplify the 
pleading in civi] actions; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

THE JUDICIARY. 

Mr. HAZELTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 716) to amend 
section 847 of chapter 16, title 13, of the Revised Statutes, entitled 
“The Judiciary ;” which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Senia or the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

EDWARD S. ROSSITER. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 717) for 
the relief of Edward S. Rossiter; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

` PENSIONS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
718) to provide that all pensions on account of death, wounds re- 
ceived, or diseases contracted in the service of the United States 
since March 4, 1861, which have been granted or which shall here- 
after be granted on application filed previous to January 1, 1880, shall 
commence from the date of death or discharge, and for the payment 
of arrears of pensions; which was read s first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 


ordered to be printed. 
EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 719) 
to equalize the bounties of soldiers who served in the late war for the 
Union; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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SURVEY OF THE SAINT CROIX RIVER. 


Mr. HUMPHREY presented a memorial of the Legislatare of the 
State of Wisconsin, for an appropriation to aid in the survey of Saint 
Croix River, in Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, when appointed. 

JOHN EATON. 


Mr. BOUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 720) for the relief of John 
Eaton; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

PUBLIC WORKS AT MARE ISLAND NAVY-YARD. 

Mr. LUTTRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 721) to appropriate 
money for the completion of the dry-dock and other public works at 
Mare Island navy-yard, in California; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS OF THE MEXICAN WAR OF 1846. 


Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 722) granting 

nsions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 1846 with Mex- 
ico, and widows of deceased soldiers and sailors; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


LANDS IN CALIFORNIA FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES. 


Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 723) to grant to 
the State of California the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections of all 
the mineral lands belonging to the United States in the State of Cal- 
ifornia for common-school purposes; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


EVA VANSANT AND OTHERS. 


Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 724) for the relief 
of Eva Vansant, Henry Carleton, and Maud Carleton, children of 
General James H. Carleton; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PAYMENT OF IMPORT DUTIES. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 725) anthorizin. 
the payment of import duties to be made in legal-tenders or national- 
hank notes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MRS. T. C. WATSON. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 726) granting a 
pension to Mrs. T. C. Watson; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appoiuted, and 
ordered to be printed. 

IMMIGRATION OF CHINESE SUBJECTS. 

Mr. PAGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 727) to prohibit the immi- 
gration of subjects of China into the United States; which was read 
a first and second time,-referred to the Committee on Education and 
Labor, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN M. DORSEY AND WILLIAM SHEPEARD. 


Mr. PAGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 728) for the relief of 
John M. Dorsey and William Shepeard; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. ) 

CHRISTOPHER GREEN AND HUGH C. TRAINOR. 


Mr. PAGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No- 729) for the relief of 
Christopher Green and Hugh C. Trainor; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DAVIS, of California, introduced à bill (H. R. No. 730) relating 
to the equitable and legal rights of parties in possession of certain 
lands and improvements thereon in California, and to provide juris- 
diction to determine those rights; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES P. POOL. 

Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 731) granting a pension 
to Charles P. Pool; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

GEORGE W. HARD. 

Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 732) granting a 
pension to George W. Hard; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BENJAMIN F. RUNYON. 

Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 733) granting a 
pension to Benjamin F. Runyon; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


SYVERT A. ANDERSON, 


Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 734) granting a 
pension to Syvert A. Anderson; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES H. THEW. 


Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 735) granting a 
pension to James H. Thew; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ISAAC SLOCUM. 

Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 736) for the relief of 
Isaac Slocum; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Tomite on Indian Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

H. B. BELDING. 

Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 737) for the relief 
of H. B. Belding; which was read a first and second time, roferred 
sed 2 of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
prin 

ANNA W. OSBORN. 

Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 738) for the relief 
of Anna W. Osborn; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

; HENRY PLOWM ax. 

Mr. STRAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 739) for the relief of 
Henry Plowman ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SAMUEL DUNNELL. 

Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 740) for the relief of 
Samuel Dunnell; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JOHN ETZELL. 

Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 741) granting a pen- 
sion to John Etzell; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

R. J. CHEWNING. 

Mr, STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 742) granting a pen- 
sion to R. J. Chewning; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ARREARS OF PENSIONS. 

Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 743) granting arrears 
of pensions; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

M. P, JONES. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 744) to 
re-imburse M. P. Jones for money deposited in the United States de- 
pository, Portland, Oregon, for public land surveys ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. PHILLIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 745) for the equaliza- 
tion of bounties; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. PHILLIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 746) to amend the act 
entitled“ An act making appropriation for the service of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1872, and for former years, 
and for other purposes,” approved May 18, 1872; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 747) to amend the 
act entitled “An act to amend an act to construct a railroad and 
telegraph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to 
secure the Government the use of the same for postal, military, and 
other purposes ;” which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the N on Public Lands, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

UNCLAIMED PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 748) providing for 
the disposition of unclaimed public lands; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


KANSAS WAR CLAIMS. 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 749) to re-imburse 
the State of Kansas for expenses inc 


by said State forthe United 


196 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


OcTOBER 29, 


States in repelling invasion and suppressing Indian hostilities; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, when appointed, ard ordered to be printed. 

STANDARD SILVER DOLLARS. 


Mr, PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 750) authorizing 
the coining of the standard silver dollar and restoring its legal-tender 
character; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

FORT HARKER MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 751) to donate a 

rtion of the military reservation of Fort Harker to the State of 
Konas for the establishment of a normal school, and to open the re- 
mainder of said reservation to settlement; which was a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

CLAIMS FOR INDIAN DEPREDATIONS, 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 752) to provide for 
the payment of claims for Indian depredations; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 753) to provide for 
a Government building in the city of Leavenworth, in the State of 
Kansas; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

JAMES W. CROWLEY.. 

Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 754) granting a 
pension to James W. Crowley; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY JANE PYLE. 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 755) granting a 
pension to Mary Jane Pyle; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 


AMERICUS D. PATTERSON. 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 756) granting a 
pension to Americus D. Patterson; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

W. H. POWELL AND F. A. M’DOWELL. 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill m R. No. 757) for the relief 
of William H. Powell and F. A. McDowell; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SHREWSBURY, SLEMMONS & CO. 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 758) for the relief 
of the surviving partners of Shrewsbury, Slemmons & Co., Govern- 
ment transporters; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOSEPH C. IRWIN AND WILLIAM PHILLIPS, 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 759) for the relief 
of Joseph C. Irwin and William Phillips; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL B. HANWAY. 

Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 760) for the relief 
of Samuel B. Hanway; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF LITTLE KANAWHA RIVER. 

Mr. WILSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 761) to authorize a 
further appropriation to continue the improvement of the Little Ka- 
nawha River, in West Virginia; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN 8, HALL. 

Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 762) granting a pen- 
sion to John 8. Hall, of West Virginia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed, 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, CLARKSBURGH, WEST VIRGINIA. 

Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 763) for the relief 
of the trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, at Clarks- 
burgh, West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Conimittee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE, PARKERSBURGH, WEST VIRGINIA. 
Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 764) for the comple- 


tion of the eustom-honse at Parkersburgh, West Virginia, and to fur- 
nish the same; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PHINEAS GANO. 


Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 765) granting a pen- 
sion to Phineas Gano; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

INDEMNITY TO WEST VIRGINIA. 


Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 766) to indemnify 
the State of West Virginia for the destruction of a road, and bridges 
thereon, from Fairmount to Ganly Bridge, by transportation over the 
same of arms and army supplies by the authorities of the United 
States auring tbe late war; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

OTIS B. ANDERSON. 


Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 767) granting a pen- 
sion to Otis B. Anderson; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JANE A. HARRIS, 


Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 768) granting a pen- 
sion to Jane A. Harris; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. WILSON also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 21) to 
provide for the remonetization of silver; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF GREAT KANAWHA RIVER. 


Mr. KENNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 769) to authorize an ap- 
ropriation to continue the improvement of the Great Kanawha 
iver, in West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 

Mr. KENNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 770) for the relief of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, at Charlestown, Kanawha 
County, West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PUBLIC WORKS MONONGAHELA RIVER. 

Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 771) to authorize a further 
appropriation to continue public works now in course of construction 
upon the Monongahela River in the State of West Virginia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SURVIVING CHILDREN OF BENJAMIN MOORE. 


Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill G R. No. 772) for the relief of 

the surviving children of Benjamin Moore, late of Harper’s Ferry, 

West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 

the RETELE on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
rin 

R HEIRS OF CHAUNCEY M. LOCKWOOD, 

Mr. WELCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 773) for the relief of the 
heirs of Chauncey M. Lockwood ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Mr. WELCH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 774) supplementary 
to an actentitled “An act for the apportionment of Representatives to 
Congress among the several States according to the ninth census ;” 
which was a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


RESTORATION OF PUBLIC LANDS IN UTAH. 

Mr. CANNON, of Utah, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 775) for restor- 
ation to the market of certain lands in the Territory of Utah; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

UTAH STATE GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. CANNON, of Utah, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 776) to 
enable the people of Utah to form a constitution of State govern- 
ment and for the admission of said State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


APPROVAL OF BILLS IN UTAH. 


Mr. CANNON, of Utah, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 777) relat- 
5 ta the approval of bills in the Territory of Utah; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 
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MILITARY RESERVATION OF FORT CAMERON. 


Mr. CANNON, of Utah, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 778) to 
rovide for the payment for certain improvements on lands now em- 
ste in the military reservation of Fort Cameron, in the Territory 
of Utah; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
5 on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
rin 
z UTAH WESTERN RAILROAD, 

Mr. CANNON, of Utah, also introduted a bill (H. R. No. 779) grant- 
ing the right of way to the Utah Western Railroad through Rush 
Lake Military Reservation ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN VAN COTT AND SAMUEL MALIN. 


Mr. CANNON, of Utah, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 780) for the 
relief of John Van Cott and Samuel Malin, of the Territory of Utah; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ANSON CALL, 

Mr. CANNON, of Utah, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 781) for the 
relief of Anson Call; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THOMAS NEWMAN. 


Mr. CANNON, of Utah, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 782) for the 
relief of Thomas Newman; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SEATTLE AND WALLA WALLA RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. JACOBS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 783) to transfer the land 
granted for the branch of the Northern Pacific Railroad to the Seattle 
and Walla Walla Railroad Company; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, when 
appointed, and ordered to be printed, 

FOG-SIGNAL ON POINT WILSON, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 784) for the purchase 
of a site and the erection of a fog-signal on Point Wilson, Washing- 
ton Territory; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, when appointed, and ordcred to be 
printed. 

STEAMER ISABELLE. 

Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 785) to give an 
American register to the steamer Isabelle ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 

F. PROSH AND T. F, M’ELROY. 

Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 786) for the relief of 
F. Prosh and T. F. McElroy, of Washington Territory; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

GRANT OF LANDS FOR UNIVERSITIES. 

Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 787) to grant lands to 
Dakota, Montana, Arizona, and Wyoming for university purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

RESURVEY OF LANDS. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 788) to authorize the 
resurvey of lands where the surveys are fraudulent, erroneous, or 
obliterated, and to legalize a certain resurvey ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

LAW LIBRARY FOR DAKOTA. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No 789) to appropriate 
money for the purchase of a law library for the Territory of Dakota; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Territories, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

ADMISSION OF DAKOTA AS A STATE. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 790) to enable the 
people of Dakota to form a State constitution and State government 
and for the admission of the said State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

LAND DISTRICT IN THE BLACK HILLS, 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 791) to establish a 
land district in the Black Hills, in the Territory of Dakota; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committec on Public 
Lands, when appointed;and ordered to be printed. 

TERRITORY OF PEMBINA. 


Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 792) to establish the 
Territory of Pembina and to provide a temporary government there- 
for; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Territories, when appoiated, and ordered to be printed. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ARIZONA. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 793) to con- 
firm certain acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Ari- 
zona and to provide for an apportionment of the members in the next 
Legislative bly thereof; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, when appointed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MILITARY ROADS IN ARIZONA, 


Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 794) to 
provide for the construction and repairs of military roads in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, when appointed, and ordered 
to be printed. 

GRANT COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 795) 
segregating Grant County from the Territory of New Mexico and an- 
nexing it to the Territory of Arizona; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, when ap- 
pointed, and ordere | to be printed. 

JENKINS A. FITZGERALD. 


Mr. FENN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 796) for the relief of Jenk- 
ins A. Fitzgerald, assistant surgeon United States Army; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


SALE OF TIMBER LANDS IN TERRITORIES, 


Mr. MAGINNIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 797) for the sale of 
timber lands in the Territories; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, when appointed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES L. DAHLER, 


Mr. MAGINNIS also introduced a bill 1 R. No. 798) for the relief 

of Charles L. Dahler; which was read a first and second time, referred 

to . of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 
rin 

5 PAUL M’CORMICK. 

Mr. MAGINNIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 799) for the relief 
of Paul McCormick; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to r of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to be 

rin 
k WILLIAM WHEELER, 

Mr. MAGINNIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 800) for the relief 
of United States Marshal William Wheeler; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, when ap- 
pointed, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM FLANNERY. 


Mr. MAGINNIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 801) for the relief 
of William Flannery; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed. x 

TIMBER ON THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CORLETT introduced a bill (H. R. No, 802) to regulate the cut- 
ting of timber on the public lands in Wyoming Territory; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


PENITENTIARY IN WYOMING TERRITORY. 


Mr. CORLETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 803) to provide for 
the completion of the penitentiary in Wyoming Territory; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 

aos sept uced a bill he No. ee to transfer me care and 
custody of the penitentiary in oming Territory to said Territory ; 
which was reads first and Sead time, referred to the Committee on 
the Territories, when appointed, and ordered to be printed. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER. The call of States and Territories is now com- 
pleted and the Chair desires to announce the appointment of com- 
mittees of the House for the Forty-fifth Congress. 

The Clerk read the committees, as follows: 


‘essrs. Harris of Virginia, Springer. Candler, Turney, 
Ohio, and Hiscock. 

Com ns—Messrs. Wood, Tucker, Sayler, Robbins, Harris 
of Georgia, Gibson, Phelps, Eai, R ks. 

Committee on Appropriations—Messrs. Atkins, Blount, Singleton, Clymer, Hewitt 
2 = ew York, Sparks, Durham, Hale, Foster, Smith of Pennsylvania, and Baker 

ndiana. ; 

Committee on ners and Cu —Messrs. Buckner, Ewine, Hardenburgh, 
Yeates, Hartzell, Bell. Hart, Eames, Chittenden, Fort, and Phillips. 4 

Committee on the Pacific Railroad—Messrs. Potter, Throckmorton, Morrison, 
aoe Pogo Andes, Chalmers, Elam, O'Neill, Blair, Caswell, Rice of Massa- 
chusetts, an 0. 

Committee of Claims Messers. Bright, Warner, Davis of North Carolina, Reilly, 
Dickey, Henry, Lockwood, Henderson, Ellsworth, Lindse , and Cummings, 

Committee on Commerce—Messrs, Reagan, Felton, Ro! Bliss, Ross, Rea, 
Kenna, Hunter, Dunnell, Hubbell, and Overton. 

Committee on the Public Lands—Messrs. Morrison, Fuller, Clark of Mis- 
Fenn a 5 of Alabama, Smith of Georgia, Ketcham, Pacheco, Sapp, 

elsh, an er. 

Committee on the Post Ofice and Post-Roads—Messrs. Waddell, Slemons, Caldwell 
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of Tennessee, ey Giddings, Garth, Quinn, Cannon, Freeman, Williams of New 
York, and Townsend of Ohio. 

Committee for the District of Columbia—Messrs. Williams of Michigan, Blackburn, 
Hunton, Henkle, Clymer, Mayham, Bouck, Hendee, Claflin, Brentano, and Davis 


of California. 
Committee on the Judi Messrs. Knott, Lynde, Harris of Virginia, Hart- 
ridge, Stenger, McMahon, Culberson, e, Butler, Conger, and Lapham. 
mittee on War Claims—Messra. n, Cabell, Reilly, Luttrell, Caldwell of 
Kentacky, Shelley, Veeder, Oliver, Robinson of Indiana, Thompson, and Keifer. 
Committee on ‘Public E: i Messrs. Hatcher, Hartzell, Benedict, Pride- 
more, Finley, Manning, Davidson, Baker of New York, Keightley, Burdick, and 


Bayne. 
/ mittee on Private Land Olaims—Messrs. Gunter, Caldwell, Williams of Del- 
28 8 Bouck, Townshend of Illinois, Turner, Denison, Starin, McGowen, 
Committee on Manufactures—Messrs. Wright, Dibrell, Warner, Wilson, Harri- 
son, Davidson, Ligon, Peddie, Ittner, Tipton, and Bacon. A 
Committee on Agriculture—Messrs. Cutler, Glover, Covert, Aiken, Pridemore, 
Finley, Steele, Deering, Hayes, Watson, and Calkins. - : 
Committee on Indian oo rms t peony Scales, Boone, Hooker. Morgan, Throck- 
morton, Gunter, Beebe, Page, Van Vorhes, Townsend of New York, Stewart, and 


Fenn. 
on Military Afairs—Messrs. Banning, Maish, Williams of Delaware, 
Dibrell, Clark of New Jersey, Evins of South Carolina, Bragg, Strait, White of 
Pennsylvania, McCook, and Marsh. 
Committee on the Militia—Messrs. Ross, Douglas, Scales, Henkle, Jones of New 
Hampshire, Culberson, Turner, Calkins, Bundy, Evans of Pennsylvania, and Smalls. 
Committee on Naval Afairs—Messrs. Whitthorne, Mills. Goode, Willis of New 
York, Jones of Now Hampshire, Morse, Kimmell, Harris of Massachusetts, Dan- 
Hanna. 
Committee on Foreign A fairs Messrs. Swann, Cox of New York, Hamilton, 
Forney, Schleicher, Bridges, Wilson, Monroe, Williams of Wisconsin, Crapo, and 


Killinger. 

j on the Territories— Messrs. Franklin, Riddle, Milla, Turney, Jones of 
Alabama, Muldrow, Morse, Bagley, Aldrich, Reed, Neal, and Maginnis, 

Committee on Revolutionary Pensions—Messrs. Mackey, Bland, Ellis, Benedict, 
Steele, Martin, Kimmell, Patterson, Gardner, Evans of Pennsylvania, and Nor- 
cross. $ 

Committee on Invalid Pensions—Messrs. Rice of Ohio, Hewitt of Alabama, Riddle, 
Walsh, Mackey, Crittenden, Covert, Sinnickson, Raincy, Joyce, and Powers. 

Committee on Railways and Canals—Messrs. Schleicher, Cabell, Crittenden, 
Shelley, McKenzie, Muller, Clark of New Jersey, Evans of Indiana, Mitchell, 
Camp, and Hazelton. ` 3 : 

Committee on Mines and Mining—Messrs. Beebe, Davis of North Carolina, Fel- 
ton, Collins, Boone, Rea, Jones of Alabama, Wren, Randolph, Shallenberger, 
Stone of Michigan, and Stevens of Arizona. 

Committee on Education and Labor—Messrs. Goode, Fuller, Southard, Willis, 
Bright, Bell, Manning, Loring, Campbell, Hungerford, and Haskell. 

Comaittes on Revision of the Laws—Messrs. Walsh, Walker, Bland, Bicknell, 
Herbert, Willis, Cravens, Field, Clark of Iowa, Leonard, and McKinley. 

on espe a Weights, and Measures—Messrs. Stephens of Georgia, 
Maish, Vance, Clark of Missouri, Knapp, Muldrow, Clarke of Keutucky, Darrall, 


Brewer, Ryan, and Dwight. 

Committee on Petents—Messrs. Vance, Douglas, Clarke of Kentucky, Smith of 
Georgia, Aiken, Townshend of Illinois, Cutler, Ward, Pollard, Bri and Willets. 
> Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds—Messra. Cook, Young, Franklin, 

Kensie, 


Bliss, Collins, Ligon, M Stone of Iowa, Humphrey, Jones of Ohio, an 


Lathro) 
‘ 8 of Accounts--Messrs. Roberts, McMahon, Chalmers, Blair, and Boyd. 
Messrs. Cobb, Eickhoff, Bridges, Danforth, and Robinson 


cco! 
Committee on Mileage— 
of Indiana, 
Committee on Expenditures in the State Department—Messrs. Springer, Walker, 
Mayham, Dunnell, and Bayne. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury Department—Messrs. Glover, Harris 
of Georgia, Forney, Gause, Veeder, Dickey, Bagley, White of Indiana, and Jor- 


gensen. ;! 
Committee on Expenditures in the War Department—Messrs. Blackburn, Candler, 
2 vin p om Errana the Navy Department -M. Willis of # Y: 
mittes on i in the Ni essrs. of New Yor 
Whitthorne, Carlisle, and Hubbell. k, 
Committee on E: itures in the Post-Ofice Department—Messrs. Williams of 
Alabama, 3 of As Ne ai aA . pune. 
Committee on Expenditures in nterior Departmen SSIs. b 
Lockwood, Oliver, and Willets. Cynin toa, 


Committee on E: itures on Public Buildings—Messrs. Lynde, Yeates, Qui: 
Slemons, Stenger, Norcross, and Williams of Ore „ N A 

Committee on E. itures in the Departmentof Justice—Messrs. Bragg, Durham, 
Eden, Hardenbe: Carolina, Miller, Conger, Wait, 


„ Hartridge, Evins of Sou 
Gardner, and Robinson of Massachusetts. 
Committee on Reform in the Civil Service—Messra. Harrison, Hewitt of New York, 
Cook, Garth, Cravens, Henry, Morgan, Price, James, Pugh, and Sexton. 
Committee on the ee i Levees—Messrs. Robertson, Hatcher, Money, Young, 
Knapp, Landers, Martin, Errett, Pound, Robinson of Massachusetts, 2 Bisbee. 


SELECT COMMITTEES. 
` Committee on the Rules—The Speaker, Messrs. Stephens of Georgia, Sayler, Banks, 


and Garfield. 

Committee on the Revision of the Laws ilating the Counting of the Electoral Votes 
Jor President and Vice- i Masate. Southend, Hunton, Potter, House, Bick. 
nell, Herbert, Carlisle, Butler, Browne, Brogden, and Sampson. 

Joint Committee on Printing—Messrs. Singleton, Fickhotf, and Ballon. 

wet Committee on E Bills—Messrs. Hamilton, Elam, Kenna, Van Vorhes, 
an oy. 

Joint Committee on the Library Messrs. Cox of New York, Hooker, and Hale. 


Mr. ATKINS. I move that when the House adjourn it be to meet 
on Wednesday next. 

Mr. MILLS. Before the Chair puts that motion I desire to say that 
I do not desire to serve on the Committee on Naval Affairs and on the 
Committee on Territories, and there may be some other gentlemen 
on our side of the House who desire to serve on those committees and 
it will be open to the Chair to appoint them. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will take notice of that fact. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. PHILLIPS, by unanimous consent, leave was 
ven to withdraw from the files of the House papers in the case of 
II. Powell aud F. A. McDowell. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, was granted 


leave to withdraw from the files of the House papers in the claim of 
Samuel Castleman, of Louisville, Kentucky. 

Mr. COX, of New York, asked unanimous consent to withdraw from 
the files of the House papers in the case of John T. Neal. 

The SPEAKER. As there has been an adverse report made in this 
ease the request is made under the rule, and it will be referred to the 
committee that made that report. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leaves of absence were granted as follows: 
Mr, BRIGAT, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family. 
Mr. Tucker, for one week, on account of important business, 

Mr. BRAGG, for fifteen days, by reason of important business. 

Mr. Lariam for ten days, on account of business. 

Mr. REILLY, for one week. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. ATKINS. I now move that when the House adjourn it be to 
meet on Wednesday. 

Te eee was taken, and, on a division, there were—ayes 85, 
noes 119. 

Mr. ATKINS. I call for tellers. Ido not suppose that the Journal 
can be made up by to-morrow, and therefore I make the motion to 
adjourn over until Wednesday ; but the committees of the House can 
organize to-morrow. I call for tellers on my motion. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that over eight hun- 
dred bills have been introduced to-day, and if there is a session to- 
morrow, business will have to proceed without the Journal being 
read; it must be delayed until the next day. 

Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Arkiks and Mr. BANKS were ap- 
pointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 125, noes 41. 

So the motion was a l to. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the motion 
was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BLAND. I move that the rules be suspended so that the House 

may ase pass 5 ee the — [lx a 3 of 4124 
ns silver standard, and for other purposes. aughter. 
Nu, ATKINS. I move that the wits now adjourn: J 

Mr. SAMPSON. -I rise to a question of order. The resolution 
which was adopted this morning on motion of the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. DURHAM] required that the call of States should be 
proceeded with under Rule 130. That rule requires that the States 
shall be called for resolutions after the call has been completed for 
the introduction of bills for reference. My point of order is that 
the States must now be called for resolutions, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that point is not well taken. 

Mr. SPRINGER, If the House now adjourns will the proposition 
of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] come up as unfinished 
business on Wednesday next? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman from Missouri is 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill the title of which has been 
stated to the House; of course it will not come up as unfinished busi- 
ness on Wednesday. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then I hope the House will not now adjourn. 

The question was taken upon the motion to adjourn; and upon a 
division there were—ayes 161, noes 39, 

Before the result of this vote was announced, £ 

Mr. BLAND called for the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken upon 3 the yeas and nays; and upon 
a division there were—ayes 26, noes 164; not one-fifth voting in the 
affirmative. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. BLAND called for tellers on ordering the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering tellers, and there were 26 
in the affirmative; not one-fifth of a quorum. è 

So tellers were not ordered, the yeas and nays were not ordered. 
and the House accordingly (at five o'clock and forty minutes p. m.) 
adjourned until Wednesday next. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. AIKEN: The petition of citizens of South Carolina for the 
re-establishment of the office of Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States at Charleston, South Carolina—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of R. W. Booth & Co., and 23 
other hardware firms of the Western Hardware Association, for the 
repeal of the bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

y Mr. BICKNELL: Papers relating to the claim of the Barthol- 
omew County Agriculta Society of Indiana, for pay for use of 
grounds by United States troops—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BOONE: The petition of Drury Dunaway for a pension—to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. BOUCK: Six memorials of the Legislature of Wisconsin, 
asking appropriations: one, to construct a light-house at the mouth of 
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the harbor of Menomonee; another, for a survey of Wolf River, from 

Lake Poygan to the mouth of Red River; another, for the erection of a 

light-house and for a fog-signal on Stannard's Rock, Lake Superior; 

another, to aid in the survey of the Saint Croix River, Wisconsin; 

another, to aid in the completion of the sg ee Bay and Lake 

Michigan ship canal and harbor, and to extend the time for the com- 
letion thereof; and another, to provide fish-ways to the dams on Fox 
iver—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, asking for the 
enactment of laws for the improvement of the condition of the Oneida 
tribe of Indians, located on the reservation in the counties of Brown 
and Outagamie—to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, asking for the 
right of way and a grant of land for railroad pu to aid in build- 
ing aroad through northern Wisconsin—to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 

By Mr. BRAGG: Seven memorials of the Legislature of Wisconsin: 
one, for increased mail facilities in Oconto County ; another, fora mail- 
route from Stettin to Ril Falls, Marathon County ; another, for a mail- 
route from Barron to Sand Creek; another, for a mail-route from Ber- 
lin to Hamberg ; another, for increased mail service, in Sauk County ; 
another, for mail service from Eau Claire to. Rice Lake; another, for a 
mail-route from Friendship to Liberty Bluffs—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of Robert P. Boggs for a pen- 
ion-—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BURDICK: The petition of George W. Jones that the Sec- 
retary of State of the United States be authorized to adjust and settle 
his accounts as minister resident to Bogota, New Granada—to the 
Committee on Appropriations, 

Also, the petition of A. Bleidung and other citizens of Gutten- 
berg, lowa, forthe improvement of the channel of the Mississippi 
River at that place—to the same committee. 

Also, memorial of printers and bookbinders employed in the Goy- 
ernment Printing Office for relief by allowance of fair compensation 
se work and the restoration of former wages—to the Committee on 

rinting. 

By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of Thomas J. Durant, for leave to 
present his claim for services as United States attorney for the dis- 
trict of Louisiana to the Court of Claims for adjustment—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judieiary. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the State of Massachusetts for 
expenses of coast defense—to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

By Mr. CHALMERS: Memorial of the Cotton Exchange of Vicks- 
burgh, Mississippi, asking for the improvement of the Yazoo and Sun- 

er Rivers—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Bẹ Mr. CLYMER: The petition of the letter-carriers of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, for an increase of their salaries—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CRAVENS: Memorial of Augustus D. Jones, of Arkansas, 
submitting an amendment to the Constitution of the United States— 
to the Committee on Counting the Electoral Votes. 

By Mr. CULBERSON: The petition of George H. Giddings, for an 
8 to pay an amount admitted to be due him by the Post- 
Ollice Department to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, the petition of E. L. Dahoney, of Texas, showing the causes 
of the present hard times and suggesting remedies therefor—to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: The petition of B. F. Gue and other citizens 
of Des Moines, Iowa, for an increase of the compensation of letter- 
carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 8 

Also, the petition of the letter-carriers of Des Moines, Iowa, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina: A 1 relating to the estab- 


e to Earpsborough, North 
Carolina—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DURHAM: The petition of James C. Smith, of Dundee, 
Scotland, for indemnity for loss of £104 188. 5d., in consequence of 
seizure of certain cloths at the custom-house, New York—to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. EAMES: The petition of W. L. Parvin and H. A. Green, for 
8 for services and ſor money advanced in raising troops 
8 the United States Army in California—to the Committee on War 

aims. 

By Mr. EDEN: The petition of Aaron Miley, postmaster at Sulli- 
van, Illinois, to be credited with the amount stolen from him May 
29, 1877—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. ELAM: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Shreveport and Mansfield, by way of Kingston, Louisi- 
ana—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petition of E. E. Hebert, for compensation for 
8 taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on 

Var Claims. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Ida Slocomb, for compensation for prop- 
8 taken by the United States forces—to the Committee on War 

aims. 

By Mr. FORT: The petition of William Strawn and 1,287 other 
citizens of Marshall County, Illinois, tostop the contraction of green- 
back currency, to restrain the Secretary of the Treasury from selling 
any more interest-bearing bonds for the purpose of redeeming Treas- 


uy notes, and for other purposes—to the Committeeon Banking and 
urrency. 

By Mr. FINLEY : The petition of James R. Richardson, for com- 

nsation for the steamboat Colonel Stelle, seized by the United 

tates authorities and sold—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. FOSTER : The petition of Augustus B. Tanner, for compen- 
sation for services rendered the United States—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petitions of citizens and letter-carriers of 
Evansville, Indiana, that the salaries of letter-carriers be made uni- 
form—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of Christian Shunk, of Philadel- 
phia, for the extension of letters-patent on certain manufactures of 
steel and iron—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, memorial of George W. Callis, of Ohio, recommending a change 
in the laws relating to the collection of the internal-revenue tax on 
tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Zephaniah Crubaugh and other citizens of 
Obio; that he be granted a pension—to the Committee on Invalid 

‘ensions, 

By Mr. GIBSON: The petition of the letter-carriers of New Orleans, 
for an increase of their salaries—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of bankers of Galveston, Texas, 
for the repeal of the bank-tax law—to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

Also, the petition of H. Seeligson & Co., for services rendered the 
United States—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GOODE: The petition of workingmen in Portsmouth, Vir- 
ginia, for the re tion of the working hours in the navy-yards, and 
also equalizing the pay of mechanics and laborers in the same—to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Also, memorial of the councils of Norfolk, Virginia, for an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the Dismal Swamp Canal—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HAMILTON: A paper relating to the establishment of a 

t-route between Pleasant Plain and Priceville, Indiana—to the 
ommittee on the Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HANNA: The petition of citizens of Putnam County, In- 
diana, for the repeal of the resumption act—to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petition of the letter-carriers of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
for an increase of compensation—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

Also, the petition of William W. Stephenson, for a pension—to tho 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HART: The petition of the letter-carriers of Rochester, 
New York, for an increase of their salaries—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: The petition of S. V. Benet, for a rehearing 
of his application for a patent for an improvement in metal cartridges 
before the Commissioner of Patents—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of Joseph H. Maddox, for compen- 
sation for property seized by the United States—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama: Memorial of the Alabama indus- 
trial convention, asking an appropriation for the improvement of 
the navigation of the rivers of bama—to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 

By Mr. HOUSE: The petition of R. Abbey, agent of the publish- 
ing house of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for action on 
and payment of the claim of said publishing house for property used 
and consumed during the war by the United States—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The n of Captain F. S. Miller and 102 
others, for an appropriation for a harbor of refuge at Grand Marais, 
Lake Superior—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of Ann C. Carroll and Maria 
C. Fitzhugh, for compensation for their lands oceupied by the United 
States for the Botanical Garden in the city of Washington, District 
of Colambia—to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

Also, the petition of the Union Bank of Louisiana to be re-im- 
bursed $36,873.99, recovered of it by the Planters’ Bank of Tennessee, 
which sum was, by order of General Banks, while occupying New 
Orleans, turned over to the Federal authorities by said Union Bank— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of Mrs. Ella Sherwood, for com- 
pensation for property taken by the United States forces—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. JORGENSEN: The petition of the letter-carriers of Peters- 
burgh, Virginia, for an increase of theirsalaries—to the Committee on 
the Post-Olfice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. KILLINGER: The petitions of the letter-carriers and others 
of Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania, of similar import—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. LIGON: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Tivnuos to New Mars, Bibb County, Alabama—to the 
same committee, 

By Mr. LINDSEY: The petition of Elizabeth H. Hartwell, for an 
increase of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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Also, the petition ofFannie E. Records, for a pension—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. MAISH: The petition of W. S. Morris et al., to be refunded 
taxes alleged to have been improperly and illegally assessed and col- 
lected from them—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of 1,700 citizens of Dayton, Ohio, 
for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MANNING: The petitions of Sylvia Cannon, Emma Sharpe, 
James Kennedy, Mrs. M. A. Cochran, Margaret C. Sloan, Solomon 
MeMillican, Allison Furr, and William H. Carothey, of the counties 
of Union and Lafayette, Mississippi, for compensation for stores and 
supplies taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

Also, the petitions of Wilson Durrum, William L. MeRoe, John R. 
McHenry, Hares Nichols, Mrs. Ann Crutcher, and John Smith, of 
Mars County, Mississippi, of similar import—to the same com- 
mittee, 

Also the petitions of Robert Wilson, William R. Brothe, E. M. 
Glaze, F. Blocker, B. Hardy, and Fannie E. Mosely, of Mississippi, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petitions of Austin Pasley, Mrs. L. L. Nelson, William A. 
Smith, Mrs. Mary Parish, and Alexander Blackburn, of Mississippi, 
of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of C. H. Stephens, John Hawk, Louisa M. Bos- 
well, William M. Brigance, and William Stephens, of similar import 
to the same committee. 

Also, the petitions of Mrs. Eliza D. Allen, Joseph Reddick, E. & J. 
Bellamy, Nancy Williams, and William L. Brown, of similar import— 
to the same committee. 

Also, the petitions of S. C. Clowney, McWood, Calvin N. Branum, 
Samnel G. Wheless, Joseph Hodnott, Edwin M. Fewell, John G. 
Schillenger, and Edward King, of similar import—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. MONEY: The petition of Simeon Freeman, of similar im- 
port—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Ann H. Webster, of similar import—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petitions of Charles W. Adams and others, 
that he be paid for the seizure of the brigantine Scylla, with cargo 
82 coin, by the United States authorities—to the Committee of 

aims. 

Also, the memorial of General A. P. Rockwell and other citizens of 
Massachusetts, regarding the organization of the Army and theretired 
list—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Joseph B. Eaton, for compensation for sup- 
plies furnished the United States Army in the war with Mexico—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. NORCROSS: The petition of Morris Dwight, for a pension 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OVERTON: The 8 of citizens of Pennsylvania, for 
Sate telegraphy—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 


By Mr. POUND: Joint resolutions of the Legislature of Wisconsin, 
favoring an appropriation for the erection of a light-honse and fog- 
signal on Stannard’s Rock, Lake Superior—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, 2 memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, for an appro- 
priation to aid in a survey of the Saint Croix River—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petitions of Jason D. Herrick, Josiah B. Cham- 
berlain, and Orin B. Crane, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, the petition of dics Weatherby, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. PUGH: The petition of the letter-carriers and others of 
Trenton, New Jersey, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. QUINN: The petition of the letter-carriers and other citi- 
zens of Albany, New York, for an increase of the salaries of letter- 
carriers—to the same committee. 

By Mr. REAGAN: The petition of Nancy A. Skilton, Mary A. White, 
and others, for indemnity for Indian spoliations—to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the establishment of post-rontes between 
Wallaceville and Anahuac, by way of Wilcox’s Store, on Turtle Bayou; 
between East Hamilton and Mansfield, by way of Myrack’s Ferry, 
and between Double Bayou and Anahuac—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of Mrs. Isabell Dunbar, for a 
pension—to:the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Robert Cary, of similar import—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of Maria K. Williams, for compensa- 
tion for popan destroyed by the United States Army—to the Com- 
mitteo on War Claims. 


Also, the petition of Terrance Kirby, of similar import—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. SCALES: A paper, relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Wentworth, North Carolina, and Penn’s Store, Virginia, 


by way of Stoneville, North Carolina—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: The petitions of Robert P. Chambers, Ira 
A. Sprouse, Charles H. Johnson, William B. Coates, James B. Box 
R. B. A. Meador, Ruth Summers, Turner Bobbitt, C. W. Day, an 
Wyley A. Pullen, for compensation for property taken by the United 
States Army—to the Committee on War Claims, 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Martha Webb, for arrears of pension—to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. STEELE: The petition of M. W. Alexander, for relief—to 
the Committee of Claims. z 

By Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona: Memorial of tho Legislative Assem- 
bly of Arizona Territory, asking that the Legislative Assembly of that 
Territory beincreased to thirteen in the council and twenty-seven in 
the house of representatives; and that Grant county, Territory of New 
Mexico, be segregated from that Territory and annexed to the Terri- 
tory of Arizona—to the Committee on Territories. 

By Mr. STEWART: The petition of the letter-carriers and citizens 
of Saint Paul, and Minneapolis, Minnesota, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. TIPTON : The petition of the letter-carriers of Blooming- 
ton, Illinois, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petitions of the letter- 
carriers and citizens of Troy, New York, of similar import—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois: The petition of Nancy J. Datton, 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Also, the petition of Samuel M. Nally, for compensation for prop- 
erty seized and sold by United States authorities—to the Committee 
on War Claims. i 

Mr. Mr. TURNEY: The petition of Alexander Moffit, for compen- 
sation for property destroyed by the United States authorities—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. VANCE: The pennn of citizens of North Carolina, for a 

t-route from Grassy Knob to Old Fort, North Carolina—to the 
ommittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WALSH: The petition of Alexander Ray, A. P. Gorman, 
and others, that the persons who subscribed and paid moneys for 
dredging the Potomac above Long Bridge be refunded the amounts so 
paid—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of M. A. C. Nelson, for compensation for stores 
furnished the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of John Murphy, for an increase of pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: The petition of Dr. George Mc- 
Coy, for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. * 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of J. S. King, first 
lieutenant Twelfth United States Infantry, for compensation for loss 
of private property—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of masters, mates, pilots, and engineers of De- 
troit, Michigan, for a reduction of the cost of United States license— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the Marine Exgineer’s Association, of Detroit, 
Michigan, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: The petition of David W. Chees- 
man, to be reimbursed for money overpaid the Internal Revenue De- 
partment—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of M. P. Jones, to be reimbursed for money de- 

ited in the United States Depository, Portland, Oregon, for public 
nd surveys—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: The petition of Peter Meagher, 
for compensation for services rendered the United States—to the 
Committee on Naval 

By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of 244 citizens of Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, for Government aid to enable them to settle upon the 
pablis domain under the provisions of the homestead law—to the 

mmittee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, for 
a post-route between Nanticoke and Harvey’s Lake, Pennsylvania— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. YEATES: The petition of Levi Ballance and others, of 
North Carolina, for compensation for the seizure of their schooner by 
tho United States—to the Committee on War Claims, ' 

Also, rs relating to the claims of Emile Lepage, Thomas R. 
Feagan, William J. Morrisett, and James Hall, for compensation for 
property taken by the United States—to the same committee. 


IN SENATE. 


TUESDAY, October 30, 1877. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Byron SUNDERLAND, D, D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. THURMAN. I present the petition of Alexander Honston and 
over twelve hundred others, citizens of Columbus, Ohio, praying for 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


201 


an augmentation of the pay of the letter-carriers of that city. I wish 
to say, after looking over this petition, coming as it does from the 
place of my residence, that it is signed by as respectable a body of 
citizens as can anywhere be found, and by nearly, if not quite, all the 
principal business men and firms of that city. I move its reference 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed 


to. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of Lawrence H. Boyle, of 

Donglas County, Kansas, praying for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
| He also presented the petition of Mrs. Mary Jane Fithian, of Cam- 
den County, New Jersey, praying for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, 
| Mr. SARGENT presented the petition of J. H. Ralston and others, 
a committee representing the printers and bookbinders employed in 
the Government Printing Office, praying that their wages be restored 
to the standard which prevailed prior to March 4, 1877; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 
Mr. EATON porni the petition of Thomas R. Trowbridge and 
others, of New Haven, Connecticut, praying fora repeal of the bank- 
rupt law, and for the making of such provisions as may be necessary 
for the speedy and equitable settlement of estates already in bank- 
ruptcy; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ir. GARLAND presented the petition of C. J. Andrews and others, 
citizens of Randolph County, Arkansas, praying for the establishment 
of a mail-route from Peach Orchard, in Clay County, to Elm Store 
through the county of Randolph, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

He also presented the petition of Charles Humphrey, postmaster 
of Roseville, Logan County, Arkansas, and others, citizens of that 
county, praying for the establishment of a post-route from Atlas, in 
Franklin County, to Paris, in Lo County,in the State of Arkan- 
Bas Ahass was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Rouds. 

Mr. CAMERON, of n presented the petition of Ma: 
Emma Baptist, widow of John Baptist, praying for a pension; whic 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of William Wheeler Hubbell, of 
Philadelphia, praying payment of balance claimed to be due to him 
by the United States for the use of his patent war inventions of fuses 
and pereussion exploders used in explosive shells; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BRUCE presented the petition of Henry E. Sizer, of Jackson, 
Mississippi, praying the of a law authorizing him to present 
to the Court of Claims his claim for compensation for property taken 
and appropriated by the United States authorities during the late 
war; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 160) granting an increase of pension to 
Thomas Beaumont; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. HARRIS. By request, and without committing myself as to 
its merits, I ask leave to introduce a bill. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 161) for the relief of Charles W. Biese; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HARRIS also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 162) for the relief of Captain James Clift; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduco a bill (S. No. 163) for the relief of Brannin, Summers & Co., 
of Louisville, Kentucky; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. COKE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 164) making an appropriation to pay over to the 
State of Texas the residue of the five-millions reserved for satisfac- 
tion of that portion of the public debt of the late republic of Texas 
for which the duties on the imports of said republic were specially 
pledged, being the balance remaining after payment of sail debt; 
re was read twice by its title, and Berio to the Committee on 

aims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 165) to reimburse the State of Texas for expenses 
incurred by said State in repelling invasions of Indians and Mexi- 
cans; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CONOVER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 166) making an appropriation for deepen- 
ing the channel of the Hillsborongh River, H the State of Florida; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, : 

Mr. McMILLAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 167) granting a pension to William S. 
Grow; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. PADDOCK (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 168) for the relief of Ana 


M. Rolas y Robaldo, widow of Francisco Robaldo, deceased ; which 
was read twice by ifs title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
‘airs, 

He also (by request) asked, and py unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 169) for the relief of Dr. John B. 
Read; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 170) for the relief of Frederick W. Ruggles, 
of Westport, Nuva Scotia; which was read twice by its title, and, 
with the accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. ` i 

On motion of Mr. INGALLS, it was - 

Ordered, That the accompan the petition of E. G. Macy be taken 
the files and referred t to the Comte A itary Affairs. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I ask for an order that the 8 and papers 
of L. Madison Day, of New Orleans, Louisiana, be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Claims. He requests me to 
have this order made, as his State has no representation here. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be granted upon the 
condition imposed by the rules. s 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, it was 

Ordered, That the Papas in the case of Samuel Houston be taken from the files 
and returned to his widow, Mrs. Missouri Houston. 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 

On motion of Mr. EDMUNDS, it was 


Ordered, That tho members of the select committee raised under the resolntion 
of the Senate, adopted on the 22d instant, on the subject of the law relating to as- 
cortaining and declaring the result of the election of ident and Vice-President 
of the United States, be appointed by the Presiding Officer of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the select committee be increased 
to nine members. I see that the other House has appointed a com- 
mittee of eleven on the same subject; and I think the public interest 
would be promoted by haying a committee on part of the 
Senate, say nine members. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ARMY AND NAVY PENSIONS, 

Mr. INGALLS submitted the following resolution; which was con- 

sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be, and ho is hereby, togan, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, to transmit to the Senate a s ut of the appropria- 
3 beg hag ng on accountof Army and Navy pensions from March 4, 1789, 

une 30, 


= es 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. No unfinished business coming over 
fiom the previous session of the Senate, whatis the further pleasure 
of the Senate? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twenty minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were re-opened, and (at twelve o’clock 
and thirty-five minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, October 31, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed as the select committee to con- 
sider the state of the law respecting the ascertainment and result of 
the elections of President and Vice-President of the United States 
Messrs. EDMUNDS, CONKLING, HOWE, MCMILLAN, TELLER, Davis of 
Illinois, BAYARD, THURMAN, and MORGAN. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. \ 


Mr. KERNAN. I present the petition of Cornelia Graham, direct- 
ress of the Utica Orphan Asylum, Utica, New York, in behalf of 
Francis E. Arnold, orphan child of William and Anna L. Arnold, of 
that city, praying that he may be allowed a pension. I beg to say, 
in presenting this petition, that the father served his country long 
as a gunner in the Navy, in both the Mexican and late wars. He 
died leaving a widow and this child, who was then only a few years 
old. Shortly after the death of the father the mother died. The 
child drew the pension awarded to him and his mother up to March 
last, when it ceased. He is now sixteen years old, a cripple, and can- 
not walk, being as helpless as any child can be under sixteen, and is 
entirely dependent now on the charity of some ladies for his sup- 

rt. I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on 

ensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS presented the petition of R. M. Edwards and others, 
survivors of the Mexican war, raving that the soldiers of the Mexican 
8 be allowed a pension; which was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 
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Mr. GARLAND presented the petition of Augustus D. Jones, of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, praying for an amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States in the manner of electing President and Vice- 
President; which was referred to the select committee on the sub- 
ject of the elections of President and Vice-President of the United 


States. 

Mr. GORDON presented the petition of Rev. Henry Watts and 
others, members of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, of 
Augusta, Georgia, praying that Con may take such action in 
regard to the ’s Savings and Trust Company as will restore 
to them their deposits; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented the petition of John R. F. Tatnall, of Savannah, 
Georgia, praying for the removal of his political disabilities; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of Enoch Totten, administrator of 
the estate of William A. Lloyd, deceased, praying compensation for 
services rendered by Lloyd during the late war as a secret agent 
under an.alleged contract with Abraham Lincoln, late President of 
the United States, submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill 
(S. No. 171) for the relief of Enoch Totten, administrator of the estate 
of William A. Lloyd, deceased. 

The p was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Thomas Worthington, praying the payment of balance 
of account for supplying water to troops at Camp Dennison, Ohio, 
during the late war, submitted an adverse report thereon ; which was 
ordered to be printed, and the committee were discharged from the 
farther consideration of the petition. ¥ 

Mr. MERRIMON, from the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 62) to amend section 146 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States relating to vacancies in the of- 
fices of President and Vice-President, asked to be discharged from its 
farther consideration and that it be referred to the Select Committee 
on the Subject of the Elections of President and Vice-President of the 
United States; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 63) to alter the times prescribed for holding the elections for 
electors for President and Vice-President and casting the vote in 
the electoral colleges for President and Vice-President, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration and that it be referred to 
the Select Committee on the Subject of the Elections of President 
and Vice-President of the United States; which was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 172) to establish a post-road; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. WADLEIGH (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 173) for the relief of the 
Louisville Transfer Company, of Louisville, Kentucky, and the Cin- 
cinnati Transfer Company, of Cincinnati, Ohio; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 174) for the relief of Thomas B. Hunt; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 

Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 175) to establish certain post-roads in North 
Carolina; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 176) to establish a post-route in the State 
of Nebraska; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 177) providing for a disbursing officer for 
the Congressional Printing Office; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 178) to remove all restrictions now existing 
in regard to enlistments of the colored citizen in any arm of the 
United States Army; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MORRILL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 179) to authorize the taking of certain 
parcels of land for the public use at the intersection of Pennsylvania 
and Maryland avenues, on the west front of the Capitol Grounds; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 180) to provide for a building for the use 
of the post-office, the United States circuit court and district courts, 
and other Government offices at Topeka, Kansas; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
uce a bill (S. No. 181) to provide for the examination of claimants 
for pension, and for the appointment of a corps of examining sur- 
geons; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. MITCHELL (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No, 182) extending the juris- 
diction of the Court of Claims of the United States, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. COCKRELL, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in relation to the claim of Francis Robinson, be taken 
from the files and to the Committee on Claims. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
Abs, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a resolution 
that a committee consisting of eleven members be appointed to take 
into consideration the state of the law respecting the ascertainment 
and declaration of the result of the election of President and Vice- 
President of the United States, with power to confer and act with 
the committee appointed on the part of the Senate, charged with tho 
same subject, and that Mr. MILTON I. SOUTHARD of Ohio, Mr. EPPA 
Hunton of Virginia, Mr. CLARKSON N. POTTER of New York, Mr. 
Jony F. House of Tenn Mr. GEORGE A. BICKNELL of Indiana, 
Mr. HILARY A. HERBERT of Alabama, Mr. JOHN G. CARLISLE of 
Kentucky, Mr. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER of Massachusetts, Mr. THOMAS 
M. Browne of Indiana, Mr. CURTIS H. BROGDEN of North Carolina, 
and Mr. EZEKIEL S. Sampson of Iowa, had been appointed said com- 
mittee. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, is there any legislative business 
before the Senate? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, There is none, 

Mr. SARGENT. Then I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After one hour and ten minutes 
spent in executive session, the doors were re-opened, and (at one 
o'clock and twenty-seven minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, October 31, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
JOHN POISAL. 

The Journal of Monday last was read in part, when 

Mr. DUNNELL (at one o’clock and twenty minutes p. m.) moved 
that the further reading of the Journal be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Then I ask unanimous consent for that purpose. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the Clerk will proceed 
with the reading of the Journal. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the Journal, and concluded at 
two o’clock and thirty-two minutes p. m.; and, there being no objec- 
tion, the Journal as read was approved. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to submit to the House on the 


part of the Clerk a statement of certain papers in his possession ro- 


ating to contested-election cases, and will ask the House to make 
proper disposition of them. 

The Clerk read the statement, as follows : 

Testimony and papers relating to the Suet ego cn! ease of G. D. Tillman 


estimony and papers relating to the contested-clection case of John S. Rich- 
ardson santo ina. 


‘estimony and ＋ relating to the contested- election case of James L. Nut- 
ting against James B. Reilley, vania, 


from the State of Louisiana. 

apas relating to the contested-election case of Benjamin Dean 
against Walbrid . Field, from the State of Massachusetts. 
Testimony an pa relating to the contested-election case of William H. 
tevens, from the Territory of Arizona. 
Testimony and papers relating to the contested-clection case of Samuel W. 


Testimony and — relating to the contested. 
mi 


egon. 
Testimony and papers relating to the contested-election case of J. II. Acklen 
against C. B. Darrall, from the State of Louisiana. 
Testimony and papers relating to the contested-election case of E. W. Robertson 
against C. É. Nash, from the State of Louisiana. 
‘estimony and papers relating to thecontested-election case of William E. Hinton 
against Joseph Jorgensen, from the State of Virginia, 


* 
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Testimony and relating to the contested-election case of John R. Lynch 
8 JJC Wiggin- 
ton “Agninat Eonrenlto Pacooo,, from the State of California, $ 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move that the papers referred to in the state- 
ment just read by the Clerk be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. HALE. Before that is done, I would suggest that there are 
certain additional papers in the case of Haralson against Shelley 
which should be referred to the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Hate] after the pending motion has been disposed of. 

The motion of Mr. SPRINGER was then agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be authorized to have printed for its 
use any 5 it may deem necessary relating to contested - election cases before 
said com . 5 


Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I rise to present certain papers touching the contested- 
election case of Haralson rvs. Shelley, from the fourth congressional 
district of Alabama. I move that they be referred to the Committee 
of Elections and be ordered to be printed. d 

The SPEAKER. The question of printing will be subject to the 
judgment of the committee under the order just adopted. The ques- 
tion is on the motion to refer the papers to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 

The motion was a to. 

Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was a; to. 

Mr. WOOD. I send to the desk papers relating to the contested- 
election case of Tillman vs. Smalls, from the fifth congressional dis- 
trict of South Carolina, and move their reference to the Committee of 
Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. I ask unanimous consent to introduce 
a bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that several gentlemen desire 
to introduce bills. It requires unanimous consent, 

Mr. EWING. Lobject. 


COMMITTEE CLERKS. 


Mr. GOODE. I offer the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the resolution read, as he is 
informed it relates to the organization of the House and is admissible 
at this time. After this resolution, the Chair will call for business 
of the morning hour. 

Mr. BUTLER. Before that is done, I desire unanimous consent to 
submit a resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first entertain the proposition of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Goobpk.] The Chair understands 
that the resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUT- 
LER] also relates to the organization of the House. The resolution 
of the gentleman from Virginia will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : A 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts bo and they aro instructed to desig- 
nate the committees of this House which are entitled to clerks under the act of 
March 3, 1877, and report to this House. 

There being no objection, the resolution was considered and adopted. 

Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


VENTILATION OF THE HALL, ETC. 
Mr. BUTLER. I desire to offer a resolution which I send to the 


desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That a select committee of seven be appointed, with anthority to in- 
ae eee 2 of 8 the Hall of es House of 3 

te com cy of the machinery, air-passages and ducts, engines and engineers 
for that pu and to recommend to thls E House and the officers of the SaDa 
such changes and remedies for deficiencies as to the committee shall seem proper; 
also to inquire into the practicability of so changing the location of this Hall as to 
bring into it air and light, without pumping the one, or straining the other through 
stained glass; to report the expense of such alteration and change; also to exam- 
ine and report what, if any, changes can be made in the configuration end extent of 
this Hall to secure such acoustic properties as will enable members to hear the pro- 
ceedings therein so as to be uble intelligently to transact the public business; and 
for these purposes the committee are empowered to make requisition for the serv- 
ices of the supervising architect of the Capitol extension, and, if they judge 
proper, the services of the Supervising Architect of the Treasury Department, 


to make surveys, plans, and estimates in furtherance of these objects; such com- 
mittee to have power to employ a clerk and to report at any time. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that this is not a privi- 


leged question, but will ask the unanimous consent of the House for 
the introduction of the resolution. 


Is there objection? 
There being no objection, the resolution was considered and 


adopted. 

Mr. BUTLER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour now begins at nineteen min- 


utes before three o’clock. 


Mr. POUND. Lask unanimous consent to introduce a resolution. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to ask unanimous consent 


now, as the morning hour has begun, but will recognize the gentle- 
man at some subsequent time to-day. 


REFERENCE OH PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. WOOD. Iam directed by the Committee of Ways and Means 


to report a resolution providing for the distribution of the several 
parts of the President’s m 


to the appropriate committees ; and 
for the consideration of this resolution I move that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s m e as relates to the rr 
tions required for the Army and the military establishments, the Navy, the courts, 
and for repairs, &c., for the bnildings of the tment of the Interior in con- 
sequence of the late fire, be referred to the Committee on Appropriations; and so 
much as relates to the proposed international exhibition of agriculture, industry, 
and the fine arts to be heid at Paris in 1873, and the proposed international prison 
congress to be held at Stockholm in 1878, be ref 


one erred to the Committee on Foreign 
rs. 

The motion of Mr, Woop that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. GOODE in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special message of the President 
of the United States. 

Mr. WOOD. I move the adoption of the resolution which has 
already been read; after which I will move that the committee rise 
to report the same to the House. I think there is no desire for any 
discussion. 

The resolution was considered and adopted. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the committee rise and report the reso- 
lution to the House with a recommendation that it be adopted. 

The motion was . 

The committee accordingly rose; and, the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. GOODE reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, having had under consideration the Union 
5 y and particularly the special message of the President of the 

nited States, adopted a resolution making a distribution of the 
message: to committees of the House, and had directed him to report 
the same with a recommendation that it be adopted. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was a to. k 

Mr. WOOD. I ask unanimous consent of the House to offer for 
adoption at this time two or three resolutions calling for information. 

r. SPRINGER, I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman at the 

end of the morning hour to ask unanimous consent. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 


Mr. EWING. I am instructed by the Committee on Banking and 
Currency to report a bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section 
of the act entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie 
payments.” 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, provides for the repeal of the third section 
of the act entitled“ An act to provide for the resumption of specie 
rae dag spe January 14, 1875. 

5 $ ots I moye that the bill be recommitted and ordered to 
nted. 


he motion was a to. 

Mr. FORT. I desire, without antagonizing the bill, to present from 
the Committee on Banking and Currency the views of the minority 
of that committee, and ask they be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill to repeal all that part of the act approved January 14, 1875, known as the 
resumption act which authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to dispose of 
United States bonds and redeem and cancel the greenback currency. 


Be it enacted, de., That all that portion of the act approved January 14, 1875, en- 
titled “ An act to provide for tho resumption of piia payments,” which as 
follows, to wit: 

"And whenever, and so often, as circulating notes shall be issued to any such 
benking association, so increasing its capital or circulating notes, or so newly or- 
ganized as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to re- 
deem the legal-tender United States notes in excess only of $300,000,000, to the 
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amount of 80 cent. of the sum of national-bank notes so issued to any such 
banking association as aforesaid, and to continue such redemption as such circa- 
lating notes are issued until there shall be outstanding the sum of $300,000,000 of 
such legal-tendér United States notes, and no more. And on and after the 1st day 
of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem, in coin, the 
United States legal-tender notes then outstanding on their presentation for redemp- 
tion, at the office of the Assistant Treasurer of the Uni States in the city of 
New York, in sums of not less than $50. And to enable the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to prepare and provide tor the redemption in this act authorized or required, 
he is authorized to use any lus revenues, from time to time, in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and to issue, sell, and dispose of, at not less than par, 
in coin, either of the descriptions of bonds of the United States described in the 
act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled, ‘An act to authorize the refund- 
ing of the national debt,' th like qualities, pve and exemptions, to the 
extent necessary to carry this act into full effect, and to use the proceeds thereof 
for the purposes af d,” be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would recognize this as a proposed 
amendment to the proposition reported from the committee by the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. FORT. I ask that it accompany the bill reported from the 
committee and be printed with that bill. 

Mr. EWING. It comes here presenting merely the views of one 
member of that committee. 

The SPEAKER. It isin the nature of an amendment, and comes 
in by unanimous consent. 

ie) EWING. Can one member of a committee offeran amendment 
now 

The SPEAKER. It is within the power of one member to move an 
amendment. 

Mr. EWING. As I understand it is presented as the opinion of one 
member of the Committee on Banking and Currency. Is it in the 
power of one member of the House at this time to propose such an 
amendment to the report of a committee? 

The SPEAKER. It is in the power of any one member of the 
House to have printed, by unanimous consent, a proposed amend- 
ment. > 

Mr. GARFIELD. I ask that the proposition of the gentleman 
from Illinois be printed with the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands it cannot be presented as 
a pending amendment, but is printed merely for the information of 
the House. 

The proposed amendment was ordered to be printed with the bill 
reported from the committee. 

r. KELLEY. Is it in order to present a substitute at this time? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I demand the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded it is equiva- 
lent to an objection. 

Mr.FORT. I have the consent of the committee to move my propo- 
sition as the minority report to the bill reported from the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The control of the subject is in the hands of the 
gentleman from Ohio. The Chair has given every facility to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois by allowing the amendment by unanimous con- 
sent to come in as an amendment which he intends to propose at the 
proper time. The power cannot be taken from the gentleman from 
Ohio, however, to demand the previous question on the original propo- 
sition if he should desire to do so, and if sustained by the House the 
amendment could be cut off, 

Mr. BURCHARD. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will listen to the gentleman. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Ifthe motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
iene should not be adopted will it then be in order for my col- 
league [Mr. FORT] to submit his amendment? 

e SPEAKER: If the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio to 
recommit the bill to the committee be voted down, then the bill as 
reported is before the House. The Chair will state the question. The 
gentleman from Ohio moves to recommit the report which he has just 
wade from the Committee on Banking and Currency together with 
the views of the gentleman from Illinois, and that the same be printed. 
The question being taken, that motion was a; to. The gentleman 
from Ohio moves to reconsider. [After a pause.] Reports are still 
in order from the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to reconsider the vote by which the report 
was recommitted to the Committee on 8 and Currency, and 
move to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] has 
not the floor for that purpose. Reports are still in order from the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. CONGER. I submit that a motion to reconsider is one which 
any member of the House may make. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman was not intime. The matter was 
under the direction of the gentleman representing the committee 
under instructions of the committee. 

Mr. CONGER. One day has not intervened yet after the action of 
the House. I claim the privilege of being recognized to make the 
motion to reconsider, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan will surely recog- 
nize the fact that the House had passed from the consideration of the 
subject, and the Chair had called for other reports from the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. CONGER. If the Chair will listen for a moment I will re- 
mind him that the Chair stated, Tho gentleman from Ohio moves 
to reconsider”—and stopped there. 

The SPEAKER. It was the fault of the Chair. The Chair did 


commence to put the usual motion, but stopped as the gentleman 
having charge of the measure did not rise to make that motion. 

Mr. CONGER. I saw that the gentleman did not make the motion 
and I immediately rose to my feet and made it, as I had the right to 
do, as a privile motion. 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to ask the Chair if the motion to reconsider 


it? 

The SPEAKER. To enter it. 

Mr. MILLS. The gentleman from Michigan has made the motion 
to reconsider within the time required. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair would be compelled to recognize the 
gentleman to make that motion who reported the bill, and is now 
willing to do it. 

Mr. MILLS. Is it not the duty of the Chair to recognize any gen- 
tleman who rises for that purpose? 

The SPEAKER. It is the duty of the Chair to recognize the gen- 
tleman who has charge of the measure to make any motion touching 
its control. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I now enter a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency. 

r. CONGER. And I move to lay that motion on the table. 

The SPEAKER, That is the gentleman’s privilege, and it will 
test practically the sense of the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a question of order. The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. EwinG] has entered the motion to reconsider. It 
will be in order for him to call up that motion at any time hereafter 
for consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair declines—— 

Mr. SPRINGER, Just one word, 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] is 
speaking to a point of order, and is clearly in order. The Chair will 
see that the gentleman from ee [ Mr. ConGER] does not suffer 
in any respect from the point of order pone entertained. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I understand the privilege in reference to a mo- 
tion to reconsider to be this: That motion may be made at any time, 
but the question of considering it is not properly in the morning 
hour, and may be objected to. 

The SPEAKER. The attention of the Chair has been called to 
what is the practice of the House. Where a motion has been entered 
to reconsider on a report made in the morning hour, it has been the 
practice of the House to allow that motion of reconsideration to bo 
called up in the morning hour. The Chair thinks, however, that the 
more equitable mode would be, where a gentleman reporting a bill in 
the morning hour from a committee, by instructions of that commit- 
tee, enters a motion to reconsider, that it would facilitate the public 
business to allow that motion to be called up in the House after the 
expiration of the morning hour. The Chair will state his reason for 
this view. If that method were adopted, the morning hour for the 
reception of reports from committees would not from day to day be 
continually occupied to the exclusion of reports. The gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] is aware that the practice heretoforo 
has been, as stated by the Chair, to allow the motion to reconsider to 
be entered during the morning hour, and in such cases to be con- 
sidered when called up in the morning hour; although the Chair 
again states that he thinks that is not in the direction to facilitate 
business. The custom to enter is not under a rule of the House, but 
is a practice grown up, but, when contested, forces an expression of 
the House on motion to reconsider, 

The Chair will again state the motion; The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Ew1nG] moves to reconsider the vote by which this report and 
bill were recommitted and ordered to be printed, and the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] moves to lay that motion on tho table. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I merely entered the motion to recon- 
sider under the impression that it was a privilege of a member of the 
committee entering such a motion to reconsider to call up that motion 
at his discretion within the next two days. 

The SPEAKER. It has been the uniform practice of the House; 
but the Chair recognizes the fact that any member of the House can 
make a motion to lay that motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. EWING, I understood that no other member of the House 
could move to lay that motion to reconsider on the table at this 
time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the gentloman is in error. 

The Chair will explain. The gentleman does not suffer unless a 
majority of the House is against his bill, and even then, if at this 
time a majority of the Honse should be inst his bill and should 
vote to give it no undue advantage, then when the committee is next 
called he can again report the bill to the House. 

Mr. EWING. If the motion to lay my motion to reconsider on the 
table is in order, I am quite willing to test the sense of the House on 
the question now. I ask for the 8 and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordere 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 116, nays 133, not 
voting 36; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley, William H. Baker, Ballou, Banks, Dishee, 
Blair, Boyd, Brentano, Brewer, Briggs, Bundy, Burchard, Burdick, Cain, Camp- 
bell, Casweil, Chittenden, Claflin, Alvah A. Clark, Cole, Conger, Covert, Jacob D. 


is not of so high a privilege as to take a member off the floor to make 


— 
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Cox, Crapo, Cutler, Danford, Darrall, Horace Davis, Decring, Denison, Dunnell, 
Dwigh Eickhoff, Ellsworth, Field, Foster, Ee e Frye, f f Gib- 
Male. Hard W. Ha 


. es, 
8 Hub Humphrey, Han, 
Joyce, Keifer, Keightley, — 5 
ham, Lathrop, Lindsey, Luttrell, N past ie elg Cook, McGowan, McKinley, Mitch- 
M Morse, Muller, Norcross, O'Neill, Overton, Pacheco, 
Pound, Po Rainey, Reed, William 
4 Schleicher, Sinnickson, A. Herr Smith, 
„John W. Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Strait, Thornburgh, Amos Townsend, 
Martin I. Townsend, Wait, Ward, Warner, Watson, Welch, Willets, Charles G. 
eae Williams, Richard Williams, Benjamin A. Willis, Wood, and 

ren 

Bell, Bicknell, Black- 
wne, Buckner, Butler, 
well, W. P. Caldwell, Calkins, ‘Candler, Cannon, Carlisle, 
Cobb, Cook, Samuel S. Cox, Cra- 
mings, Davidson, Joseph J. Davis, Dibrell, Dick- 


Hunter, Hunton, James Taylor Jones, matey, Kenna, Ki 
Knott, Lynde, Mackey, Maish, Manning, Marsh, Martin 
Mills, Morgan, Muldrow, Neal, Oliver, Phelps, shoe gg ee vag Randolph, Rea, 
Reagan, Americus V. Rice, Riddle, Robbins, Roberts, Robertson, e 
son, Ryan, Sapp, Sayler, Seales, Sexton, Shallenberger, Shelley, Singleton, Slemons, 
William È. Smith, Springer, Steele, Stenger, Thompeon, Throckmorton, Tipton, 
Richard W. Townshend, Turner, Turney, Vance, Van Vorh Waddell, Walker, 
Walsh, Harry White, Michael D. White, Whitthorne, Jere N. Williams, Albert S. 
Willis, Wilson, Wright, Yeates, and Young—138. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Aiken, Beebe, Benedict, Bliss, Bragg, Bright, Camp, 
John B. Clarke of Kentucky, Rush Clark, Collins, — 2 Newton Evans, 
eee 
Swann, Tusker, Veeder, Alpheus 8. Williams, and Andrew W. s 

So the House refused to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama. My colleague, Mr. LIGON, is de- 
tained from the House on account of sickness. 

Mr. EDEN. M eonenn, Mr. SPARKS, is detained from the House 
on account of Pr ipar he were here, he would vote “no.” 

Mr. PUGH. Upon this question I am paired with Mr. REILLY; if 
he were here, he would vote “no” and I should vote “ay.” 

Mr. MAYHAM. Iam ces Meneses by my colleague, Mr. BEEBE, of the 
fourteenth congressional district of New York, to state that he is 

aired with Mr. AMAZIAH B. James, of the nineteenth congressional 

istrict of New York, who is absent in consequence of sickness in his 
family. 

Mr. BANNING. I desire to announce that my colleague, Mr. SOUTH- 
ARD, is unavoidably absent; if he were present, he would vote “no.” 

Mr. YOUNG. o gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. MONEY, is de- 
tained from the House by indisposition; if present, he would vote 
“ no.” 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. My coll e, Mr. BRIGHT, has been called 
home by reason of sickness in his family; on all party questions he 
is pa with the gentleman from Iowa, Mr. CLARK. 
= 8 O'NEILL, Sty colleague, Mr. EVANS, is absent on account of 

ckness, 

Mr. BACON. I desire to announce that my colleagues, Mr. CAMP 
and Mr. BENEDICT, are perea on this question, and Mr. HISCOCK and 
Mr. Lockwoop, of my State, are paired on this question also. 

Mr. SLEMONS. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. GAUSE, 
is detained at his room by indisposition ; if present, he would vote 
“no, 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

The question recurred upon the motion of Mr. EwIxd to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was recommitted to tha committee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

The SPEAKER. Pending that motion the Chair desires to lay be- 
fore the House certain requests for unanimous consent. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, obtained unanimous consent for the 
withdrawal from the files of the House of the papers in the case of 
Abraham Alstead, late second lieutenant Company A, Fifty-fifth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers; and the same were referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, no adverse report having been 


made. 

Mr. SMITH, of Georgia, obtained unanimous consent for the with- 
drawal from the files of the Honse of the papers relating to the claim 
of James Sutlire, there being no adverse report in the case; and the 
same were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. McKENZIE asked leave to withdraw from the files of the 
House papers (discharges) in the case of Captain J. C. Bacon and H. 
C. Davis; in which cases adverse reports had been made. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule the application will go to the 
committee 3 the report. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, asked and obtained leave to withdraw 
aom the files of the House papers in the case of Thomas Johnson, of 

irginia. 

. GARDNER asked and obtained leave to withdraw from the 
files of the House papers in the case of B. D. Lakin, (no adverse 
report,) to be referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. Dwicut, for one week, on account of important business. 


To Mr. BAKER, of New York, for two weeks, on account of impor- 
tant business. 

To Mr. COLLINS, for one week. 

MENOMONEE LIGHT-HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a me- 
morial of the islature of Wisconsin, asking an appropriation for 
the construction of a light-house at the mouth of the harbor of Me- 
nomonee; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


LIGHT-HOUSE ON STANNARD’S ROCK, LAKE SUPERIOR. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking for an appropriation for the erection 
of a light-house and fi fap Soe on Stannard’s Rock, Lake Superior; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


ONEIDA INDIANS, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin for legislation to improve the condition-of the 
rs; Indians; which was referred to the Committee on Indian 


RAILROAD IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a memorial from the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking the right of way and a grant of land 
for a railroad through Northern Wisconsin; which was referred to 
the Committee on Railways and Canals. 


MAIL SERVICE IN WISCONSIN. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry memorials of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, as follows: 

For a mail-route from Stettin to Rib Falls, Marathon County; 

For a mail-route from Barron to Sand Creek; 

For a mail-route from Berlin to Hamburgh ; 

For a mail-route from Friendship to Liberty Bluffs; 

For increased mail service in the northern part of Sauk County ; 

For increased facilities in the western part of Oconto County; and 

For mail service from Eau Claire to Rice Lake, in Barron County. 

STURGEON BAY AND LAKE MICHIGAN CANAL. t 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a memorial from the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, relative to an appropriation for the Sturgeon 
Bay and Lake Michigan Canal and Harbor; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce ; 

SURVEY OF SAINT CROIX. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a memorial of tho Leg- 
islature of Wisconsin, relative to an appropriation for the survey of 
Saint Croix River; which was ee to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

FISH-DAMS ON FOX RIVER. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a memorial of the Leg- 
islature of Wisconsin, relative to the construction of fish-dams on Fox 
River; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


SURVEY OF WOLF RIVER. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, relative to the survey of Wolf River from Lake 
Poygan to the mouth of Red River; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. e 


HOURS OF LABOR IN NAVY-YARDS, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication from 
the Secre of the Navy, in answer to a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, adopted October 22, 1877, in relation to the hours of 
labor in the navy-yards of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. POUND. I ask unanimous consent to submit for consideration 
at this time a resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Many MEMBERS. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentle- 
man from Kansas [ Mr. PHILLIPS] that the House now adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at three o’clovk and 
forty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BALLOU: The petition of Fred. A. Holden, for compensa- 
tion for property destroyed ee Boece while occupied by United States 
forces—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of the letter-carriers of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, for an increase of their salaries—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BLAND: The petition of Mrs. E. D. W. Hatch, widow of 
the late Colonel Reuben Hatch, to be paid the amount due her late 
husband—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of Joseph F. Wilson, of Peoria, Illi- 
nois, for indemnity for the dispossession of certain lands by United 
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8 authorities in Indiana—to the Committee on Private Land 
ims. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of J. H. Vivion, 
and other citizens of the third district of Kentucky, for the repeal of 
the bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Southern Kentucky, that the State 
ot oa be divided into two judicial districts—to the same com- 

Also, the petition of William Watkins, to be paid $1,000 with inter- 
est from June 12, 1780, the date of the issuance of a loan-oflice cer- 
tificate issued to John Galbraith under a resolution of Congress of 
June, 1779, and held by said Watkins—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of John A. Pointer, late a private in Company H, 
Twenty-first Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, for bounty—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of R. D. Salmons, and other citizens of Simpson 
County, Kentucky, for the repealof the bankrupt law—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of John A. Kranz, of the firm of 
J. B. Smith & Co., for compensation for property used and taken by 
the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CHALMERS: Papers relating to the claim of Armestead 
Burwell, for property taken by the United States Army—to the same 
committee. $ 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-ronte between 
Belen and Sardis, Mississippi—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CONGER: Papers relating io the claim of Ellen J. Bros- 
man, for property taken by United States authorities—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. COOK: The petition of James Johnson, late collector at 
Savannah, Georgia, to be relieved from the payment of a certain sum 
claimed to be due the United States—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr, CRAPO: The petition of John W. Mayhew, administrator, 
&c., for compensation from the Geneva aw: fund—to the same 
committee. ` 

By Mr. EAMES: The pension of Thomas A. Doyce and 1,052 other 
citizens of Providence, Rhode Island, for an increase of the salaries 
of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. EICKHOFF: The petition of W. M. Force and others, of 
New York and New Jersey, to be incorporated a body-politic, with 
power to operate and maintain lines of steamers between the States 
of New York and New Jersey and the Empire of Brazil—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petitions of George W. Bancker, for compen- 
sation for property taken by the United States Army, and for rent of 
property in New Orleans, Louisiana—tothe Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in favor of extending the time for the 
completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad—to the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroad. 

Also, the petition of 2,501 citizens of Pittsburgh, for aid to enable 
them to compy the public lands as homestead settlers—to the Com- 
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mittee on Public Lands, 

By Mr. FELTON: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Cave Spring, corgi, to Centre, Alabama—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. FENN: The petition of 52 citizens of Idaho Territory, for 
the annexation of the counties of Idaho, Nez Perce, and Shoshone, in 
Idaho Territory, to the Territory of Washington—to the Committee 
on the Territories, 

By Mr. FREEMAN: The petition of William L. Room and 190 
others, for the carrying out of the eight-hour law, the restoration of 
the wages of mechanics employed on the public buildings and in the 
navy-yards throughout the country, and in the Government Printing 
Office and other departments in Washington—to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

Also, the petition of William W. Hubbell, for compensation for dam- 
ages sustained by him by reason of the use by the United States of 
his inventions in war materials—to the Commitiee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of John A. Buck, A. J. Jordan, and 
others, for an E haar ge to clear the channel of the Eastern Pe- 
nobscot River, Maine—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of the letter-carriers of 
Jersey City, New Jersey, for an increase of their salaries—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: The petition of Lowell A. 
Chamberlain, first lieutenant, First Artillery, to be relioved from the 
responsibility for 203,073 pounds of coal, and that the money value 
thereof, which has been withheld from his pay, may be reimbursed 
to him—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HAYES: The petition of R. F. Dimmick and 246 others, 
inmates of the soldiers home at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, that the 
claims of pensioners be promptly adjusted—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of John T. Arm- 
strong for property rented, used, and bought by the United States 


authorities—to the Committee on War Claims. 
Also, papers relating to the claim of the Washington and Ohio 


Railroad Company for railroad snpplies purchased for military pur- 
poao ty the United States in 1861—to the same committee. 

B . KEIFER: The petition of Sarah J. Taylor, for a pension 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of John F. Oglevie and 118 others, for the equal- 
ization of the bounties of soldiers of the late war—to the Committee 


on Mili Affairs. 

By Mr. KIDDER; The petition of W. L. Wood and others, for a 
suspension of contests in timber claims until remedial legislation is 
adopted—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. KILLINGER: The petition of William K. Verbeke, for com- 
pensation for supplies furnished and services rendered in recruiting 
soldiers for the United States Army—to the Committee on War 


ms. 

Also, the petition of citizensof Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania, that the 
petition of W. K. Verbeke be granted—to the same committee. 

By Mr. KNOTT: The petition of Francis A. Page, to be paid the 
salary of a messenger on the disabled soldiers’ roll of the Doorkeeper 
of the House of Representatives, from the Ist of April, 1877 to the 
Committee of Accounts. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of J. W. Bowling and J. S. Golla- 
day, for fifty barrels of whisky libelled and sold in Kentucky by the 
United States authorities—to the Committee of Claims, 

By Mr. MACKEY: The petition of R. M. Musser, to be paid the 
salary of a messenger on the disabled soldiers’ roll of the Doorkeeper 
of the House of Representatives, from the 1st of April, 1877—to the 
Committee of Accounts. 

Also, the petition of R. W. Clarke, for compensation as a clerk in 
the Post-Office De ment—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MAY : The petition of J. D. Hutton, to be paid the 
salary of a messenger on the disabled soldiers’ roll of the Doorkeeper 
of the House of Representatives, from April 1, 1877—to the Commit- 
tee of Accounts. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the heirs of Chauncy M. Lock- 
wood for ing United States mails—to the Committee on the, 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MCMAHON : The petition of Johanna Kuhlmann, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Robert H. Flavell, for compensation for prop- 
erty lost while in the service of the United States—to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: The petition of Jacob Jones and 632 citizens of 
Tioga County, Pennsylvania, for the extension of the scope and cfi- 
ciency of the homestead law—to the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of John S. Poindexter, that his 
mili record be corrected—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: Papers relating to the claim of William M. 
Pleas and F.S. Jones for property lost through the agency of United 
States officials—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Nannie Spencer, administratrix of Warren 
Fovor, for compensation for cord-wood furnished-the United States— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, pees relating to the claim of Spencer & Mead against the 
Kansas tribe of Indians for goods sold to them—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. REA: Resolutions of the Legislature of Missouri, remon- 
strating against the removal of the Sioux Indians to the Indian Ter- 
ritory—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of 45 citizens of Rochester, Missouri, for a sys- 
tem of finance that will free our country from coin redemption—to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petitions of the letter-carriers and citizens of Saint Jo- 
seph, Missouri, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of Elizabeth Teagarden, 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STRAIT: Papers relating to the claim of Joseph®M. Cum- 
ming and others, for compensation for property seized by United 
States revenue officials—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of Charles S. Reisinger, to be 

aid the of a messenger on the disabled soldiers’ roll of the 
8 of the House of Representatives from the Ist of April, 
1877 to the Committee of Accounts. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: A paper relating to the establishment 
of a post-route from Granbury, by way of Centreville, to Weather- 
ford, Texas—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of W. H. Newlee, adminis- 
trator of the estate of J. G. Newlee, deceased, for pay for property 
taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WAIT: The petition of William R. Bennett and others, for 
compensation for property destroyed by the United States Army in 
Florida—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of Ann McManus, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of the heirs of Matthew 
Allison to be refunded money illegally taken from said Allison by the 
United States authorities—to the Committee on War Claims, 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The petition of Rodman G. Moul- 
ton, for compensation for property taken by the United States Army 
—to the same committee. 
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Also, the petition of Brewster & Co., to be refunded taxes illegally 
collected of them—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Robert M. Henning and Albert 
Pierce—to the Committee on War Claims. . 

Also, the petition of John Harlow, to have his name restored to 
the Army roll of the Tenth Tennessee Infantry—to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. YEATES: The petition of Samuel Waters, to be refunded 
the amount expended by him while a wounded soldier of the United 
es Army—to the Committee of Claims. 

y Mr. YOUNG: The petition of T. A. Kendig, for pay for convey- 
ing United States mails—to the Committee of Claims. 


IN SENATE. 


THURSDAY, November 1, 1877, 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


REGENT OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. WITHERS regent on the 

of the Senate of the Smithsonian Institution, under the provis- 

ions of the Revised Statutes relative to that institution, to fill the 

vacancy occasioned by the expiration of the term of service as Sena- 
tor, of Mr. John W. Stevenson. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a memorial of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Dakota, in favor of the vacation of the 
Indian reservation north of Beaver River in that Territory, set apart 
by order of the President of the United States, November 26, 1876; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislative Assembly of Dakota 
Territory, in favor of Congress ting a right of way to a railroad 
and telegraph line over the public domain from Fort Abraham Lin- 
coln to the Little Missouri River; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, 

He also presented the petition of H. Josiah Austin and others, citi- 
zens of Sauk County, Wisconsin, praying for an appropriation b 
Congress for the completion of the Fox River improvement; whic 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MAXEY presented the petition of the Honston, Trinity, and 
Tyler Railroad Company, of Texas, praying compensation for railroad 
iron taken by the military authorities for the use of the United States 
at Galveston, in 1865; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG presented the petition of Richard H. Wade and 
others, letter-carriers of the city of Saint Joseph, Missouri, praying 
for an increase of compensation; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Kansas City, 
Missouri, in favor of the repeal of the resumption act and the remone- 
tization of silver; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a resolution of the Merchants’ Exchange, of Saint 
Louis, Missouri, in favor of the repeal of the bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRIMON presented the petition of Rev. William A. Julian 
and others, citizens of the county of Rowan, North Carolina, praying 
for the establishment of a post-route from China Grove to Edmund- 
stonville, in that State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of Joseph Williams, of the 
District of Colum ia, praying for compensation for additional labor 
and material furnished in the erection of the Jefferson school build- 
ing, in that District, by reason of changes in the plan of the building 
after the execution of the contract for the erection of the same; 
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


SURPLUS DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Iam instructed by the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a resolution for the disposition of surplus doc- 
uments, to report it back without amendment and with a favorable 
recommendation. I ask for its present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate p: ed to consider the fol- 
lowing resolution submitted by Mr. MORRILL on the 22d ultimo: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate be, and he hereby is, in- 
structed and directed to cause the proper officers under him, as soon as practi- 
cable, to carefully collate and ee ee duplicate sets of all bills and 
resolutions of the Senate and House of Representatives now on file in the docu- 
ment-room, down to and including the Forty-first Congress, (March 4, 1871;) and 
the Public Printer is hereby authorized and directed to bind the same; and that 
he canse the files of all executive and miscellaneous documents and reports of 
committees for the same period to be reduced to ten copies of each document and 
report, excepting always the annual reports of the heads of Departments and 
bureaus, reports of a scientific nature, and surveys, and to dispose of the surplus 
canepa T, the proceeds of the sale of which shall be turned into the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate. 


Mr. HOAR. I move to amend the resolution by striking out the 
last clause, in the following words: 


And to dispose of the surplus as waste 
shall be turned — fund 0 


the proceeds of the sale of which 
into the con Senate. 


And in lieu thereof inserting: 


esi shall 
in accordance with the provisions of law, as depositories of public documen 

I believe the amendment has the assent of the chairman of the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. ANTHONY. A project was before the committee to dispose 
of the whole of these surplus documents and papers to the 8 
ment of tlie Interior, but it did not meet with our approbation. This 
amendment, however, only disposes of the surplus reports to the De- 

artment of the Interior, rendering the bills and resolutions liable to 
used for waste paper; and I see no objection to it. i 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to hear the amendment again read. 
It seems to me that it is a little broader than the committee under- 
stood it to be. I believe it specifies surplas documents and reports. 
“Documents” include bills, and there is a very large amount of worth- 
less trash that would be embraced by the term. 

Mr. HOAR. The word “document,” I suppose, has a technical 
sense. The amendment expressly provides that surplus bills shall be 
destroyed as waste paper. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to hear the amendment again read. 

The Chief Clerk read the proposed amendment. 

Mr. SARGENT. As it is now read, it corresponds with the verbal 
explanation made by the chairman of the committee. I had not 
heard it aright before. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I should like very well to know just how broad the 
amendment is to be in its operation. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator will pardon me a moment, I will 
state more specifically the information which I want. A very large 
number of bills are introduced and, perhaps, never reported upon, 
which I think it would be very wise and well to dispose of in the 
manner provided by the resolution ; but there are many bills reported 
upon favorably by committees which are not finally acted upon, and 
it is certainly a very great convenience to Senators to have enough of 
that class of bills reserved on our files for su uent use, without 
compelling the manual labor of redrafting them all. I ask if this pro- 
vision would prevent that? If not, I have no objection to it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I believe neither the resolution nor 
the amendment has been printed, so as to give Senators an oppor: 
tunity of looking over it; and as a day can make no difference what- 
ever, I ask the Senator having the resolution in charge to allow it to 
lie over until to-morrow, so that it may be printed and we can see 
exactly what it is. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The resolution has been printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. -Not with the amendment; and I do 
not even recollect having seen the resolution. If it makes no differ- 
ence to the Senator, let the resolution and proposed amendment be 
printed and lie over until to-morrow. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Rhode Island assents 
to that arrangement; and if there be no objection the resolution will 
lie over, and, together with the proposed amendment, will be printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PADDOCK, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 51) for the relief of Albert 
Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Nebraska, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that it be re-referred to the Committee 
on Finance; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Ido not rise for the purpose of reporting a 
bill, but to state the reasons why the committee do not report it. The 
bill (S. No. 151) to amend section 2306 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States was referred to the Committee on the Revision of the 
Laws. The committee find the bill in proper form for an amend- 
ment to the revision, but it alters the law as it was at the time of 
the revision, and as it still is, in reference to the disposition of the 
public lands. We think, therefore, that it ought to goto the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. I therefore report it back and ask.for an 
order that this change of reference be made, 

The order was agreed to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 183) to establish a post-road in North Caro- 
lina; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 184) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Navy to transfer to the Secretary of the Interior, for entry and 
sale, all lands in the State of Florida not needed for naval purposes ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 185) to amend section 2931 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States so as to allow repayment by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury of the tonnage tax where it has been exacted 
F of treaty provisions; which was read twice by its 
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Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I do not understand yt the 
effect of this bill as it stands, I introduce it by request, and I am 
assured that it is in substance, or literally, the same as a bill reported 
by the Committee on Finance which recently received the approval 
of the Senate, I have supposed that to be so, although I am not 
prepared to give absolute assurance of that fact. I ask that the 
papers accompanying the bill go with it, and that all be referred to 
the Committee on Finance. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill and papers will be so referred. 

Mr. INGALLS. I have been requested to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for the settlement of tax-lien certificates erroneously- issued by 
the late authorities of the District of Columbia. I know 3 
about the bill, and offer it without expressing any opinion in reg 
to its merits or committing myself to its provisions. $ 

By unanimous consent, leave was ted to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 186) to provide for the settlement of tax-lien certificates erro- 
neously issued by the late authorities of the District of Columbia ; 
which was read twice by its title. j 

The VICE-PRESIDE The bill will be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, if there be no objection. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. It seems to me that it ought to be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. It involves legal questions. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from ois desire 
that reference? $ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, I merely suggest it. It seems to me it 
ought to be referred to that committee. 

Mr. INGALLS. Ihave no objection to its taking that reference, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 187) authorizing the Commissioner of 
Patents to rehear the application of Stephen V. Benét for patent for 
cartridges; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

Mr. COCKRELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 188) amendatory of the act entitled “ An act 
for the relief of the heirs and next of ki 1 1 
deceased,” approved March 3, 1873; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GORDON (by Toge asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 189) to amend the record of 
military service of Seth Bonney; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. i 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 190) for the relief of Davidson Dickson and 
others, of Van Buren, Arkansas; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. | 

Mr. MCDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 191) for the relief of John Fletcher; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, ` 


On motion of Mr. HARRIS, it was 
Ordered, That the petitioners in the case of the claim of Asa Falkner and others 
have leave to withdraw their petition and papers from the files. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After fifteen minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session the doors were reopened, and (at twelve o'clock and 


forty minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


of James B. Armstrong, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, November 1, 1877. 


The House met at 12 m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. JOHN 
Porsa, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that a number of gentle- 
men who were not present on last Monday desire to introduce bills 
for reference. If there be no objection the Chair will recognize gen- 
tlemen for that purpose. Is there objection? 

There was no objection, 

Mr. DURHAM. I desire to offer a resolution pertaining to the 
organization of the House. 

"Fhe SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman for that 
purpose after this order has been gone through with. 
ISABEL DUNBAR. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 806) granting a 
pension to Mrs. Isabel Dunbar, widow of Daniel Dunbar, late first 
engineer, steamer Victor No. 2; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 
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W. o. SPENCER. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 807) for the 
relief of W. C. Spencer; which was read a first and second time, 
ace to the Committee on Military Affairs,and ordered to be 
prin 
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EAGLE AND PHCENIX MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 


Mr. HARRIS, of ia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 808) for the 

relief of the Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company of Columbus, 

ia ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. a 


JUDICIARY OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. KNOTT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 809) to re-organize the 
judiciary of the District of Columbia, and to expedite the adminis- 
tration of justice in said district ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

GEORGE F. SAWYER. 

Mr. HART introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 22) asking for the 
re-appointment of George F. Sawyer to his former position in the 
Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN JONES AND OTHERS. 


Mr. CANDLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 810) for the relief of 
John Jones, Randolph H. Ramsey, and William G. Sauterman ; which 
was read a and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REIMBURSEMENT TO GEORGIA. 


Mr. BELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 811) to refund to the State 
of Georgia certain money expended by said State for the common 
defense in 1777; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT A. M'DONALD. 


Mr. STENGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 812) granting a pen- 
sion to Robert A. McDonald; which was read a first and second time, 
3 to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
prin 

MARKET-HOUSE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 813) to provide for 
building a market-house on square 446 in the City of Washington, 
District of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PHILIP THORN. 

Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 814) to place on the 
pension-rolls the name of Philip Thorn; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CAROLINE STIEF. 


Mr. MORRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 815) to place on 
the pension-rolls the name of Caroline Stief; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT TOPEKA, KANSAS, 

Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. ep es provide for a build- 
ing for the use of the post-office, circuit and district courts, and other 
Government offices at Topeka, Kansas, to be erected on grounds 
heretofore purchased by the United States for such purpose; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


STENOGRAPHERS FOR JUDGE ADVOCATES. 

Mr. RYAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 817) authorizi 
pointment of stenographers by the judge advocates of the several 
mili de ents; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

SARAH A. M. CHAMBERLAIN, 

Mr. RYAN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
818) granting a pension to Sarah A. M. Chamberlain and minor chil- 
dren ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOAB SPENCER AND JAMES R. MEAD, 


Mr. RYAN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
819) for the relief of Joab Spencer and James R. Mead for supplies 
furnished the Kansas tribe of Indians; which was read a first and 
e time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to bo 
prin 


the ap- 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES, 

Mr. RYAN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
820) to amend section 4709 of the Revised Statutes ef the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred te the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM CARRUTHERS. 

Mr. WAIT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 821) 

for the relief of William Carruthers; which was read a first and sec- 
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ond time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


NORWICH AND NEW YORK TRANSPORTATION COMPANY. 


Mr. WAIT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 822) for the relief of the Norwich and New York Transportation 
Company; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JACKSON LAVENBURG. 


Mr. POLLARD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 823) for the relief of Jackson Lavenburg, late master at 
Unionville, Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

VAN B. BOWERS. 


Mr. POLLARD also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 824) for the relief of Van B. Bowers, 1 at Bucklin, 
Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN T. ELLIS. 


Mr. POLLARD also, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 825) increasing the pension of John T. Ellis; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. POLLARD also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 826) to repeal the bankrupt law ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MILES BARBER. 

Mr. POLLARD also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 827) increasing the pension of Miles Barber; which was read 
a first and second tiie, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL MERGER AND MARY F. MERCER. 


Mr. O'NEILL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
828) granting a pension to Samuel Mercer and Mary F. Mercer; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF TAX ON SAVINGS-BANKS. 


Mr. BALLOU, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
829) to exempt from taxation savings-banks and institutions havin 
no capital stock; which was read a first and second time, refe: 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH TEAGARDEN. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER, by unanimon consent, introduce®l a bill 
(H. R. No. 830) granting a pension to Elizabeth Teagarden; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CALIFORNIA PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 

Mr. DENISON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 831) relating to the equitable and legal rights of parties in pos- 
session of certain lands and improvements thereon in California, and 
to provide jurisdiction to determine those rights; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ALBERT TOWLE. 


Mr. WELCH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
832) for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Nebraska ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

He also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 833) 
for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Nebraska; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


C. H. FREDERICK. 

Mr. WELCH also, by unanimous e ay beg mca a bill (H. R. 
No. 834) for the relief of C. H. Frederick, late lieutenant-colonel 
Ninth Missouri Infantry; which was read a first and second time, 
ship to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
prin 

PATRICK MAOINNIS. 

Mr. CASWELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 835) cine. bd re to Patrick Maginnis; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


GENEVA AWARD. 

Mr. LAPHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 836) re-establishing the 
court of commissioners of Alabama claims and for the distribution 
of the unappropriated moneys of the Geneva award ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM R. BROWNE. 
Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 837) granting a pen- 
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sion to William R. Browne; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN H. LONG. 

Mr, BAKER, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 838) for the 
relief of Dr. John H. Long; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

W. L. PARVIN AND H. A. GREENE. 

Mr. EAMES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 839) for the relief of Wash- 
in L. Parvin and Henry A. Greenc, late captains of California 
volunteers; which was a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HANNAH A. RICHARDSON, 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 840) granting a pension to 
Hannah A. Richardson, late widow of Alanson Kitteridge, late a 
private in the Fourth Vermont Volunteers; ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN D. CUMMINGS. 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 841) for the relief of 
John D. . of the town of Barre, in the county of Washing 
ton and State of Vermont; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

OVID H. CLARK. 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 842) granting a pen- 
sion to Ovid H. Clark, late a private in Company F, Fifth Vermont 
Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM LAMB, 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 843) for the relief of 
William Lamb, late a private in Company C, Eleventh Vermont Vol- 
unteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY MARTIN. 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 844) 
sion to Mary Martin, mother by adoption of James R. Martin, late a 
private in the Regiment Vermont Volunteers; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF VERGENNES BASIN. 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 845) making appropria- 
tions for the improvement of Vergennes Basin and Otter Creek, in 
the State of Vermont ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS C. YOUNG, 

Mr. CUMMINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 846) for the relief of 
Thomas C. Young, late a private in Company F, Thirty-ninth Iowa 
Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SUSAN ROBB, : 

Mr. MITCHELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 847) for the relief of 
Susan Robb; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCIS B. M’NAMARA, 

Mr. MITCHELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 848) for the relief 
of Francis B. McNamara, of Coudersport, Potter County, Pennsylva- 
nia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ABRAHAM ALSTEAD. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 849) for 
the relief of Abraham Alstead, late a second lieutenant of Company 
A, Fifty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL W. PERKINS. 

Mr, ELLSWORTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. nei for the relief 
of Daniel W. Perkins, of East Saginaw, Michigan; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MOBILE MARINE DOCK COMPANY. 

Mr. FORNEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 851) for the relief of the 
Mobile Marine Dock Company; which was read a first and second 
cose e to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
prin 


nting a pen- 


STAMP ON BANK-CHECKS. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 852) repealin, 
the use of stamps on bank-checks ; which was read a first and secon 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

NATHANIEL G, SMITH. 
Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 853) for 
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the relief of Nathaniel G. Smith, late postmaster at Flemington, New 
Jersey; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


INLAND-MAIL TRANSPORTATION, 


Mr. JONES, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 854) 125 
appropriations for inland-mail transportation on star routes; whic 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

J. M. WAIDE. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 855) for the 
relief of J. M. Waide, of Denton County, Texas; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SUSANNA MARBLE, 


Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 856) for 
the relief of Susanna Marble and other heirs of Able 8. Lee; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 


THOMAS J. RHODES, 


Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 857) for 
the relief of Thomas J. Rhodes; which was read a first and second 
. to the Committee on Indiau Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 

JOHN JACKSON. 

Mr, THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 858) for 
the relief of John Jackson; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HENRY C. SMITH. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 859) for 
the relief of Henry C. Smith; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 
JEROME M’ALISTER. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 860) for 
the relief of Jerome McAlister; which was read a first and second 
oe eee tre to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

W. A. WESTOVER. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 861) for 
the relief of W. A. Westover; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, aud ordered to be 
printed, 

Z. W. RAINS. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 862) for 
the relief of Z. W. Rains; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A. V. NEELEY. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 863) for 
the relief of A. V. Neeley ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN LARNES, 

Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 864) for 
the relief of John Larnes; which was read a first and second time, 
2 to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN DANVILLE, VIRGINIA. 

Mr. CABELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 865) to provide for the 
erection of public buildings in the town of Danville, Virginia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF SECTION 3251 OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. CABELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 866) to repeal so 
much of section 3251 of the Revised Statutes and of subsequent or 
existing laws as imposes a revenue tax upon spirits distilled from 
apples, peaches, and other fruits; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COTTON AND TOBACCO SEIZED BY GOVERNMENT SINCE APRIL 10, 1865. 

Mr. CABELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 867) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay the owners thereof the value of all 
cotton and tobacco seized under the direction of the Treasury, or an 
other Department of the Government, since April 10, 1865; whic 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


SURVEY OF STAUNTON RIVER. 

Mr. CABELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 868) for the survey 
of Staunton River, from Roanoke Station, in the county of Charlot 
to Brook Neal, in the county of Cam bell, Virginia; which was re 
a first and second time, referred to the Committce on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


SURVEY OF NEW RIVER, VIRGINIA. 

Mr. CABELL ‘also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 869) for the survey 
of New River, from the lead mines in Wythe to the month of Wilson, 
in Grayson County, Virginia; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. MULDROW introduced a bill (H. R. No. 870) to amend the 
several acts in relation to the northern judicial district of the State 
of Mississippi, and to provide for the times and places of holding the 
district courts of the United States therein in future; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE H. LEE. 


Mr. MULDROW also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 871) for the relief 
of the estate of George H. Lee, of Lowndes County, Mississippi, de- 
ceased; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SUY CARTY LEVEE. 

Mr. KNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 872) appropriating $75,000 
for repairs upon the Suy Carty levee, along the Mississippi River, 
in the State of Ilinois; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had increased from nine to eleven 
the number of members on the committee upon the subject of the vote 
for President and Vice-President, and that Messrs. EDMUNDS, CONK- 
LING, HOWE, MCMILLAN, TELLER, Davis of Illinois, BAYARD, THUR- 
MAN, and MORGAN had been appointed said committee. 


B. B. TAYLOR. 

Mr. HOUSE (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 873) for the 
relief of B. B. Taylor, of Murfreesborough, Tennessee ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CUMMINGS, DOYLE & CO. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 874) for the relief of 
Cummings, Doyle & Co. and Doyle & Co., of Nashville, Tennessee; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A. H. BUCHANAN. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 875) for the relief of 
A. H. Buchanan, of Nashville, Tennessee ; which was read a first and 
second ‘time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MARTHA A. STEVENS, 

Mr. HOUSE also introduesd a bill (H. R. No. 876) for the relief of 
Martha A. Stevens, of Davidson County, Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, referred te the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

D. W. AND M. H. GLASSIE. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 877) for the relief of 
D. W. and Minna H. Glassie and Joseph C. Nash, of Nashville, Ten- 
nessee ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES SCOTT AND OTHERS. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 878) for the relief of 
James Scott and others, loyal citizens of Tennessee ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF DUTY ON GRAIN-SACKS, ETC. 

Mr. LUTTRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 879) repealing the 
duty on grain-sacks and bagging used for grain, cotton, and wool 
and on burlaps and gunny cloths ; which was read a first and secon 
time, refe to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. y 

IMPROVEMENT OF SACRAMENTO RIVER. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. $80) to appro- 
priate money to improve the navigation of the Sacramento River; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF FEATHER RIVER. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 881) to appro- 
priate money for the improvement of the navigation of Feather River, 
in California; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


PARDON OF DESERTERS. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 882) for the par- 
don of certain deserters from the United States Army in 1848; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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GEORGE HUSTON. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 883) granting a 
pension to George Huston; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
2 BRANCH MINT AT KANSAS CITY. 

Mr. FRANKLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 884) to provide for the 
establishment of a branch mint of the United States at the city of 
Kansas, in the State of Missouri; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committe on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MILITARY ROAD IN IDAHO. 

Mr. FENN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 885) making appropriations 
for a military road from Fort Boisé to Fort Lapwai, Idaho Territory; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF CLEARWATER RIVER, IDAHO. 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 886) making appropria- 
tions for the improvement of Clearwater River, in Idaho Territory; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

L. F, CARTEE, 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 887) for the relief of L. 
F. Cartee; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES M’GREGOR. 
Mr. FENN also introduced a bill 8 No. 888) for the relief of 
James McGregor; which was read a and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. E. D. W. HATCH. 

Mr. BLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 889) for the relief of Mrs. 
E. D. W. Hatch, of Phelps County, Missouri; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

AMOS AND ELIZA J. WHITEHAIR. 
Mr. VAN VORHES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 890) allowing a 
nsion to Amos Whitehair and to Eliza J. Whitehair, children of 
mery D. Whitehair, late a private Company F, Third Regiment 
West Virginia Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 
CATHARINE SHEETS, 

Mr. VAN VORHES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 891) granting 
a pension to Catharine Sheets, widow of Daniel ati, late captain 
of Company C, Seventeenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and 
to her minor son, Willie Sheets; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

OSCAR B. NOTT. 

Mr, VAN VORHES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 892) granting 
a pension to Oscar B. Nott, late a private in Company K, One hun- 
dred and sixty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVAL GRADUATES OF CLASS OF 1870. 


Mr. VAN VORHES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 893) to arrange 
the members of the class of 1870, graduates of the United States 
Naval Academy, now serving in the Navy as masters, on the masters’ 
list; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY M. DAVIS. 

Mr. VAN VORHES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 894) for the 
relief of Henry M. Davis, legal representative of the late Milten I. 
Davis, sergeant Ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Cavalry; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PETER M. WARD. 

Mr. VAN VORHES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 895) for the 
relief of Peter M. Ward, late of Company E, Fourth West Virginia 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

W. D. L. STANLEY. 

Mr. VAN VORHES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 896) for the 
removalof the charge of desertion from Private William D. L. Stanley, 
Company I, Ninety-second Ohio Volunteers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

NOTE AND COIN CURRENCY. 
request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 897) to provide 


Mr. WARD (b 
coin currency for the United States; which was 


lawful note an 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 
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WASHINGTON, CINCINNATI AND SAINT LOUIS RAILROAD. 
Mr. SCHLEICHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 898) to aid the Wash- 


ington, Cincinnati and Saint Louis Railroad Company to construct 
a narrow-gauge railroad from tide-water to the cities of Saint Louis 
and Chicago; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Railroads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM K. VERBEKE. : 

Mr. KILLINGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 899) for the relief of 
William K. Verbeke, of Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

E. J. RUSSELL. 

Mr. PATTERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 900) granting a pen- 
sion to the widow of E. J. Russell, sergeant Company A, First Mary- 
land Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. , 

JOHN 5. LUFF. 
Mr. WREN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 901) for the relief of John 


— 


S. Luff; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


QUALIFICATION OF A MEMBER. 


Mr. RYAN. My colleague, Mr. Haskell, who has not been sworn 
in, is now present. 
Mr. DUDLEY C. HASKELL, Representative-elect from the second 
ional district of Kansas, presented himself and was dul 
ified by taking the test oath prescribed by the act of July 2, 1862. 


ELECTRICAL ANNUNCIATORS FOR THE HALL, 


‘ Mr. POUND. I ask unanimous consent to offer the following reso- 
ation: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds be to 
ascertain whether it is practicable to provide suitable electrical for 
this Hall to enable mem at their respective seats, without noise, to call pages ; 
and to report as early as practicable by or otherwise. 

Mr. SAYLER. I must object to anything more than the reference 
of this resolution to the committee. I have no disposition to op 
the resolution; but it seems to me the committee should not be a 
lutely instructed ; that the subject should simply be referred to them 
for consideration. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Wisconsin object to the 
reference of the resolution ? 

Mr. POUND. Not at all. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

MESSENGER FOR REPORTERS OF DEBATES. 

Mr. DURHAM submitted the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That one messenger be added to the list of messengers under the Door- 
Teenie Of she. Honna Ae be aoei gned to Goby, 88 She, Tonm Ot ihe oMolal reporters of 


ADDITIONAL PAGE. 


Mr. COX, of New York. I ask unanimous consent to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

crane pe Ne Thomas G. Bryan be appointed a page in addition to the pages 
autho: 


by law. 

I introduce this proposition at the request of tlemen on both 
sides, including my friend from Pennsylvania, Judge KELLEY. This 
is a page who has been here a long time, and will be highly useful in 
instructing the other p 


There being no objection, the resolution was considered and adopted. 
MEXICAN BORDER OF TEXAS. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed to; 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, so far as in his judgment may be compatible with the public interest, 
all information in his possession a the condition of the Mexican border 
in Texas and to any recent violation of territory of the United States by in- 
cursions from Mexico. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPORT OF MONETARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. HENDERSON, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred, under the law, to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, That 10,000 copies of the re and accompanying documents of the 
United States 3 verde under the joint resolution of August 
15, 1876, be printed for tho use of this House. 


CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 


Mr. CHALMERS. I ask unanimous consent to offer the following 
resolution: j 

Resolved, That the Attorney-General of the United States be reqnested to report 
to this Hou-e as soon as practicable how often the United States circuit judge for 
the district of Mississippi has held the circuit court of the United States in that 
State during the last two years, and if there has been any failure to hold said court 
to report the cause or causes of said failure. 


con 
qua 
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Mr. DUNNELL. I object. 
WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM SOUTHERN STATES. 


Mr, GOODE. Iask unanimous consent to offer the resolution which 
I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
That in th ent of this H. the action of 
Paini pan mer d the Statea of South Carolina and 
‘was just, and constitutional ; that it has contributed in a large d to the 
restoration of peace and harm pen eye gine and is eni to receive 


tho cordial supost of al men w whether we live in the North or in 
the South, in the East or in the West, we have but “one country, one Constitu- 
tion, and one destiny.” 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I object. 
Mr. BUTLER. Let it be referred to the Committee on Education 


and Labor. praa hter. ] 
55 8P Objection being made the resolution is not before 
couse. 
Mr. HALE. I call for the regular order. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the morning 
hour commences at twelve minutes before one o’clock. The 
order is the ished business coming over from the morning hour 
of 8 

Mr. E G. The question, I believe, is on my motion to reconsider 
the vote recommitting to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
the bill to re the third section of the resumption act. 

The SP. The question is on the motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the House recommitted the bill (H. R. No. 805) to re- 
peal the third section of the act entitled “An act to provide for the 
resumption of specie payments.” 

Mr. EWING. I move the previous question. 

Mr. EAMES. Will the gentleman yield to me for one minute t 

Mr. ee 1 what purpose ? ii 3 = 

Mr. want to inquire what arrangement the eman 

to make in to the consideration of this bill whether 

t is proposed to allow any discussion upon it ornot. I presume that 

the motion to reconsider opens the whole question, and for that 

reason I make this inquiry now, so that, as one member, I may under- 

stand what is the purpose whether to pass the bill without discussion 
or to allow debate upon the question. 

The SPEAKER. e Chair desires to su b that the bill is not 
now before the House, The question is on the reconsideration of the 
vote by which it was recommitted. 

Mr. GARFIELD. But before entering at all upon this matter, we 
desire to know, if we may, what the purpose is. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no objection whatever to any 
n 

Mr. EWING. If permitted, I will state that it is the desire of the 
committee to have ample discussion of the provisions of the bill; 
but as it comes up in the morning hour, the opportunity for debate 
must be very much more restricted than if the measnre were pending 
outside of the morning hour. The committee, under the circum- 
stances, feeling there is some probability at least of a very early 
adjournment of Congress, have instructed me when the bill is before 
the House to ask unanimous consent that debate may continue on 
it to-day until 3 o’clock with the understanding that the previous 
question shall then be demanded upon its passage. 

Mr.CONGER. I would like to ask the gentleman from Ohio whether 
that includes the opportunity of offering amendments to the bill. 

Mr. EWING. The committee instructed me to yield to the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. FORT} to offer the amendment which he at- 
tempted to offer yesterday, and which is printed with the bill, before 


e uestion. 

The SP. R. The Chair desires to suggest to the gentleman 
from Ohio that in asking consent for the one purpose stated he can 
at the same time ask consent that the bill be taken ont of the morn- 
ing hour, which will bring it into the House for consideration, and 
then debate can continue until such time as the sense of the House 
can be tested whether the debate shall further continue or the vote 
shall be taken on the of the amendment and bill. 

Mr. That would leave the rest of the morning hour to the 
same committee to report. 

The SPEAKER. It wouldif that committee had further reports to 
make; if not, then the other committees of the House would be called 
in regular order for reports. 

Mr. HALE. But if that committee has another report to submit, it 
would be entitled to the remainder of the honr. 

The SPEAKER. The committee have occupied but one hour, and 
under the rules it is entitled to occupy two hours, as the gentleman 
from Maine will recollect. 

Mr. EWING. In reply to the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Maine, I will state that the Committee on Banking and Currency 
have at this time no other report to submit. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman from Ohio has failed to answer the 
inquiry which I put to him. He has stated that he is instructed by 
the committee to permit the amendment of the gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. FORT} to be offered ; but he has failed to state whether any 
other amendment can be submitted. Will he inform the House now 
whether he has or has not been instructed by the committee to per- 
mit any other amendment to be offered to the bill? 


Mr. EWING. Iam not instracted by the committee further than 


to yield the floor to the gentleman from Illinois to offer the amend- 
ment already indicated. 

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman state whether the bill will be 
open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. That remains for the House to determine. As 
the Chair understands it the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio 
who reported the bill is, under the instructions of the committee to 
permit the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois to be offered and 
pending, upon which of course there will be a vote of the House. If 

House desires, however, to vote on other amendments the remedy 
on the part of the majority of the Honse is to vote down the demand 
for the previous question, and that throws the bill open to amend- 
ment. - Such has been the usual course. 

Mr. CONGER. But the gentleman from Ohio is consent of 
the House to take this bill out of the morning hour, and that can be 
prevented by a single objection. Any member of the House can pre- 
vent his proceeding in the manner indicated, and what I ask may be 
in the nature of a condition before giving unanimous consent. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio is only asking unani- 
mous consent that the bill may be taken out of the morning hour to 
take its place after the morning hour, which, in the opinion of the 
Chair, is in the direction of amendment and free discussion. 

Mr. ee Bas a lieu 15 that I wish to aeg Bit pecan the 
gentleman from Ohio, before that consent is gran ill agree to 
allow amendments to be offered to the bill when it is up for consid- 
eration ; that is, amendments other than the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois to which reference has been made? 

Mr. EWING. It will be my desire and that of the committee to 
have the sense of the House taken on any amendments which ma 
be offered, unless it shall appear that the admission of such 8 
ments will tend to prevent final action on the bill at this called ses- 
sion. 

The SPEAKER. It does not interfere with, but rather facilitates, 
the consideration of the bill by taking it out of the meria hour. 

Mr. CONGER. If weare permitted to have the opportunity to sub- 
mit amendments when the bill comes up for consideration, we do not 
object to its being taken out of the morning hour; but if that be not 
3 to us, we will take such course as we may think to be desir- 


e. 
Mr. EWING. I can make no further agreement in advance. 
Mr. CON GER. Lask the e whether at the proper time he 
will permit amendments to be offered to this bill? 
Mr. EWING. Lean make no agreement just now further than I 


have already pro 

Mr. VANCE. I demand the regular order of business. 

TheSPEAKER. The ar order of business being demanded, the 
‘Chair will submit to the Honse the question whether there is consent 
that the bill shall be taken out of the morning hour to be considered 
at the expiration of the morning hour? 

Mr. CONGER. I object. 

Mr. SAYLER. I rise to a question of career rs’ usage and 
practice and right, as to the disposition of this bill. If I understand 
it, the morning hour does not expire necessarily at the lapse of sixty 
minutes, but only by the coming up of some business of a higher 


privilege. 

‘The SPEAKER. The morning hour does not close unless a member 
calls for the r order, 

Mr. SAYLER. But sup there is no business of a higher privi- 
lege at the expiration of sixty minutes than the business then under 
discussion, the morning hour does not expire, but, as I understand it, 
pee Tn the hour. 

The SP. R. The regular order being called, it would be the 
duty of the Chair to ize the committees of the House that 
have the right to report at any time; for instance, the Committee on 
88 

Mr. SAYLER. I concede that. But suppose the Committee on 
e does not want to present a report, if no gentleman 
from the committee rises to make a report and no gentleman rises to 
make a bs eh from any other privile; committee and there is no 
business of higher privilege than the business under discussion, then, 
I say, the morning hour does not lapse at the expiration of sixty 
minutes. 

The SPEAKER. It has been the practice, as stated by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER, I to allow the morning hour to continue 
in that way unless objection is mađe thereto. 

Mr. MORRISON. But suppose the regular order is called for, will 
not that require the Speaker to call for reports of committees; that 
is, to call the committees in their order for reports? 

The SPEAKER. But in the case supposed the morning hour has 
expired, and the Speaker cannot call committees for reports after the 
2 of the morning hour. 

SPRINGER. Icali the attention of the Chair to Rule 54, which 
provides: 

After one hour shall have been devoted to from committees and reso- 
lutions, it shall be in order, pending the consideration or discussion thereof, to 
entertain a motion the House do now proceed to dispose of the business on 
the Speaker's table and to the orders of the day. 

Now, if when that motion shall be entertained under this rule the 
House shall vote it down, then we will continue in the morning hour, 


* 
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The SPEAKER. There are several motions which conclude the 
morning hour after the regular order is called. The Committee on 
Appropriations have the right to report at any time the general appro- 

riation bills, Their exercise of that right would close the morning 

our. It is also in order to move to proceed to business on the Speak- 
er's table. That also would dispose of the morning hour. So it is in 
order to move to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the consideration of the President’s message, and that would 
close the morning hour. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is unquestionably true. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I desire to make one further inquiry. If during 
the morning hour these are no further reports to be presented from 
committ would it not then be the duty of the Speaker to call the 
States and Territories for resolutions under Rule 527 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. If the call of committees for reports 
were concluded the Chair would proceed to call for resolutions from 
States and Territories. 

Mr. EWING. I demand the previous question on the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the House recommitted the report to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. EAMES. Lask the gentleman from Ohio to yield the floor to 
me for a few moments before the question is taken. 

Mr. EWING. I cannot yield the floor now. 

The question being taken on seconding the demand for the previous 
question, there were—ayes 117, noes 99. 

Mr. CONGER. I call for tellers. 

* were ordered; and Mr. EwrxG and Mr. CONGER were ap- 

inted. 

P The, House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 128, 
noes 120, 

So the previeus question was seconded. 

The SPEAKER. Shall the main question be now put? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. On that question I call for the )eas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; aud there were—yeas 132, nays 124, not 
voting 34; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Atkins, John H. Baker, Banring, Bayne, Bell, Bicknell, 
Blackburn, Bland, Blount, Boone, Bouck, Brentano. Bridges, Browne, Buckner, 
Cabell, Cain, John W. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Calkins, Cannon, Carlisle, Chal- 
mera, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Clymer, Cobb, 
Cook, Samuel S. Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Calberson, Davidson, Joseph J. Davis, 
Dibrell, Dickey, Durbam, Eden. Ellis, James L. Evans, John H. Evins, Ewing, Fel- 
ton, 3 Fort, Franklin, Fuller. Gardner, Garth, 3 Glover, Goode, Gun- 
ter, Hamilton, Hanna, pend on Harris, Harrison, Hartridge, Hartzcil, Haskell, 
Hateber, Hayes, Henry, Go ith W. Hewitt, Hooker, House, Hunter, Hunton, 
James Taylor Jones, Kelley, Kenna, Killinger, Kimmell, Knapp, Knott, Ligon, 
2 Mackey, Manning, Marsh, Martin, McKenzie. McMahon, Mills. Money, 

organ, Muldrow, Neal, Oliver, Phelps, Phillips, Pridemore, Rea, bis ce Ameri- 
cus V. Rice, Riddle, Robbins, Roberta, Robertson, Milton S. Robinson, Ryan, Sapp, 
Sayler, Scales, Sexton, Shelley, Singleton, Slemons, William E. Smith, Sparks, 
Springer, Steele, Swann, Throckmorton, Tipton, Richard W. Townshend, Turner, 
Turney, Vance, Von Vorhes, Waddell, Walker, Walsh, Michael D. White, Whit- 
thorne, Jere N. Williama, Albert S. Willis, Wilson, Wright. Yeates, and Young—132. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley, William H. Baker, Ballon, Banks, Bis- 


bev, Blair, Boyd, Brewer, Briggs, Bandy, Burchard, Burdick, Campbell, Candler, 
Caswell, Chittenden, Clatiin, Alvah A. Clark, Cole, Conger, Covert, J: D. Cox, 
Crapo, Cummings, Cutler, Danford, Darrall, Horace Davis, Deering, Denison, Dun- 
nell, Eames, Eickhoff. Eliswarth, „Field. Foster, Freeman, Frye, Garfield, 
Gibson, Hale, Hardlenbergh, Hart, Iton, Hen- 

ders, Lapham, La- 


$ Harmer, com gia w. . 
dee, 1 Abram S. Hewitt, Hubbell, 8 pepe Hun 
Jones, John S. Jones, Jorgensen, Joyce, Keifer, 
throp, Leonard, Lindsey, Luttrell, Maish, Mayham, 


Page, Pati 
Reed, William W. Ri 


inson, 
berger, Sinnickson, A. Herr Smith, Stenger, Stewart, Jobn W. Stone, Joseph C. 
Stone, Strait, Thom Thorub 2 — T — 


pson, 08 d, 
Veeder, Wait, Ward, Watson, Welch, Harry White, Willets, Alpheus S. Williams, 
Charles G. Williams, James Williams, Richard Williams, Benjamin A. Willis, Wood, 


and Wren—124. 
OTING—Messrs. Beebe, Benedict, Bliss, „Bright, Brogden, Butler, 
rk, Newton Evans, 3 


Collins, Pougues D t, Elam. 
Gause, John T. — SE FTE erbert, Hiscock, J Ketcham, Lock 
dol hens, War- 


Loring, Pugh, Ran y BAUT; SONIS RIO BITIR 


So the main question was ordered. 

During the roll-call the zolo wing prossedinga occurred: 

Mr. YEATES, (after three names been called.) I would be glad 
to have the question again stated. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the main question, 
which would be on ing to the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was recommitted to the committee. 

Mr. CONGER. And pending that I move that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The call has been commenced. The gentleman 
makes the motion too late. The Chair interrupted the roll-call for 
the purpose of having order. 

The Clerk continued and concluded the roll-call. 

The following announcements were made: 

Mr. HUNTON. My colleague from Virginia, Mr. TUCKER, is paired 
with the gentleman from New York, Mr. HAM, for one week, com- 
mencing last Monday. 

Mr. FORNEY. Iam paired with the gentleman from Connecticut, 
Mr. WARNER. If pesoni he would vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” 

Mr. HARDENBERGH. I desire to state that my colleague from 
New Jersey, Mr. PuGu, is paired with Mr. REILLY, of Pennsylvania. 
If he were here, Mr. REILLY would vote “ay” and Mr. PUGH “no.” 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Mr. Harris, of Virginia, and Dr. LORING, of 


Massachusetts, are paired. Mr. Harris would vote “ay” and Mr. LOR- 
ING “ no. 

Mr. CLARK, of Iowa. In addition to what was stated yesterda: 

by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. WHITTHORNE,] that his col- 

e, Mr. BRIGHT, was paired with myself, I desire to say that, 
althongh the pair related to political questions, it included at his 
special request this question, and therefore I do not vote. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I desire to say that I am paired with the gentle- 
man from Virginia, Mr. TUCKER, on political questions only. This 
measure was specially spoken of between us as not coming within 
our arrangement. I make this statement in consequence of what has 
been said by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. HUNTON.] 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman has a right to vote. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I have voted. 

Mr. BANNING. My colleague, Mr. SOUTHARD, is absent from the 
House on account of sickness in his family. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. My colleague, Mr. Buss, is detained 
by sickness. If 12 he would vote “no.” 

Mr. BACON. I desire to repeat the announcement which I made 
yesterday, that my coll es, Mr. Camp and Mr. BENEDICT, are 
paired on this question, and that Mr. Hiscock aud Mr. Lock woop, of 
my State, are paired on this question also. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The — was then npon the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was recommitted to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I move that the House do now adjourn; and 
upon that motion I demand tho yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
29, nays 213, not voting 48; as follows: 


mings, Cutler, Danford, Darrall, Davidson, Joseph J. Da 
Dibrell, Dickey, Dannell, Durham, Eames, Eden, Ellis, James L. Evans, John II. 


n, Hartridge, 1, H. a 
Hayes, Hazelton, Hendeo, Henderson, Henry, Herbert, Goldsmith W. Howitt, 


Ma- 

= Mills, Mitchell, Money, Morgan, Morrison, Morse, Mulidrow, Maller, Neal, 

Pollard, Potter, Powers, Price, Pridemore, Quinn, 8 gan, 
. Oi 


parks, Springs, 
n W. Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Strait, Thompson, Thornburgh, Throck 
morton, Tipton, Martin I. Townsend, Richard W. Townshend, Turner, Turney, 
Vance, Van Vorhes, Waddell, Wait, Walker, Walsh, Ward, Watson, Harry White 
Michael D. White, Whitthorne, Alphens S. Williams, Charles G. Williams, Jere 
N. Williama, Ri Williams, Albert S. Willis, Wi Wood, Wright, Yeates, 


and X. —213. 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. n Bliss, Bragg. Bright, Butler, Camp 
Chalm John B. Clark. jr., of Missouri, Rush Clark, Collins, Samuel S. Cox, 


Douglas, Dwight, Elam, I. Newton Evans, Field, eld, Gause, Havna, John 
T. Haris, Henkle, Hooker, James, Ketcham, Lockwood, Loring, Mackey, 
Pound, Pugh, Reilly, Slemons, Smalls, Southard, S Steele, e James 
Swann, Amos Townsend, Tucker, Veeder, Warner, Welch, Andrew W. James 
Williams, and Wren—48. 

So the House refused to 9 

During the roll-call the following announcement was made: 


Mr. BANKS. My colleague, Mr. Lorina, is paired with Mr. HAR- 
RIS, of Virginia. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. CONGER. I demand the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business is the execution of 
the order of the House that the main question be now put. 

Mr. CONGER. The morning hour has expired, has it not! 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has expired; but the main 
question has been ordered, and that order of the House must be exe- 


cuted. 

Mr. CONGER. We are not dividing. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair is aware of that; but the main question 
has been ordered on the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was recommitted. 

Mr. CONGER. That, then, will be the first vote in the next morn- 


ing hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. The Chair thinks that, 
the House having ordered the main question, the morning hour has 
to continue until the main question has been executed, and the next 
question is, Will the House reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
recommitted ? That question being put and decided, the main ques- 
tion will have exhausted itself. 

Mr. CONGER. All right; that is equally satisfactory. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair always desires to satisfy both sides of 
the House, [laughter,] and the question now is upon reconsidering 
the vote by which the bill was recommitted. 
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Mr. BURCHARD. Upon that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

zos, question was taken on the motion to reconsider; and it was 
a to. 

The question recurred upon the motion to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. CONGER. I now demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has expired, and the Chair sus- 
tains the point made by the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. SAYLER. Is the Chair willing to hear an objection to that 
ruling? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. SAYLER. I would ask upon what ground the morning hour 
has expired ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would advise the gentleman from 
Ohio that the morning hour, according to his conception of language, 
means one hour, and not two or any number of hours. In illustra- 
tion of the soundness of that view the Chair would say that, if the 
morning hour could be continued to the adjournment, on the next 
morning the business of that morning hour would come up as unfin- 
ished business, so that a single morning hour wonld run two days. 

Mr. SAYLER. Under the old ruling the only motion by which the 
morning hour could be terminated was a motion to go to the Speaker's 
table; and for that purpose, under the rules as they stand now, a 
member npon the floor at the expiration of sixty minutes from the 
beginning of the morning hour could be interrupted, and the ques- 
tion 1 then be put, Will the House p to business on the 
Speaker's table? and if that question was decided affirmatively the 
business upon the table must be proceeded with. But I submit that 
if the House refuses to go to business on the Speaker’s table, then the 
member who was interrupted for that privileged motion still retains 
the floor, and the morning hour continues, not simply as a matter of 
sixty minutes, but as a question of the transaction of business under 
the will of a majority of the House until some business of higher 
privilege interrupts. 

The SPEAKE The Chair will state (and he believes his recol- 
lection is not at fanlt) that, under the practice of his predecessors, 
matters of business in the morning hour were allowed to run on longer 
than sixty minutes if no objection was made, but not where objection 
was maile, as it is now by the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. SAYLER. I wonld submit, then, that where there is no other 
business before the House, as there is now no other business, and 
when as now there is no business on the Speaker's table, if the House 
is unwilling to go to any other business and is unwilling to adjourn, 
it is then, under the maung of the Chair, impossible for the House to 
discharge ay legislative function whatever. 

The SPEAKER. The latter part of the statement of the gentle- 
man from Ohio is incorrect; for the Chair is notified of the intention 
of another gentleman to rise, if recognized (and the Chair is in duty 
bound to 28 9 82 him) for a question of the highest privilege. 

Mr. SAYLE I beg pardon of the Chair. If any gentleman rises 
to a question of the highest privilege, then I concede the point. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. POTTER. 

Mr. POTTER. I have been requested by many 
sides of the louse to offer the resolution which 


ntlemen on both 
now send to the 


desk. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That when the House adjourn to-morrow it adjourn to meet on Tues- 
day next, and that when it then meets, no business shall be in order but a motion 
to then adjourn to the following Thursday. 

Several members objected. : 

Mr. BURCHARD. The latter part of that resolution requires 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. POTTER. If my friend will hear an explanation, he will not 
object. Of course it would require a concurrent resolution to enable 
the Honse to adjourn for more than three days. 

Mr. BANKS. This is not a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The latter part of the resolution is not; the first 

t is. 
as BANKS. It is the latter part that I object to. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts objects to the 
latter part of the resolution. 

Mr. POTTER. I ask the gentleman to hear me one moment. 

Mr. BANKS. Ihave no objection; I am always delighted to hear 
the gentleman. 

Mr. POTTER. Of course we all understand perfectly well that 
the House cannot adjourn over for more than three days without the 
concurrence of the Senate; but the situation of business in that 
body is such that it does not wish to adjourn for the length of time 
contemplated by this resolution. 

Several MEMBERS on the democratic side. We cannot hear a word. 

Mr. POTTER. That side of the House was not objecting, and 
therefore I was addressing myself to the other side. said that I 
had been requested to offer this resolution by many gentlemen on 
both sides of the House, and [I will state the reason. Tuesday of 
next week is the day for the general election in the States of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, aud New York. 


Mr. BUTLER. And Massachusetts. 

A MEMBER., And Minnesota. 

Mr. POTTER. When gentlemen get through with their sugges- 
tions, I will add Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and several 
other States. Now, there are a great many gentlemen here who de- 
sire to go home for legitimate pu connected with the election, 
and it is in their behalf as well as my own that I offer this resolution. 
1 have pnt it in this form for the purpose of avoiding the necessity of 
asking the concurrence of the Senate, as under the existing condition 
of their business it would not be convenient for that body to concur 
in this arrangement. 

Mr. CONGER. Does the gentieman think the public interest will 
be promoted by permitting these gentlemen to go home? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. POTTER. In answer to my friend from Michigan, I will say 
that I am very confident the public interest would be promoted by 
allowing the gentlemen on his side of the House to go home; but I 
regret to say that I know no form of parliamentary resolution which 
will confine the permission to that side of the House. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman’s remark might be correct and the 
public interest might be subserved by the absence of gentlemen on 
that side of the House if legislation could in the mean time go on in 
accordance with the views of this side of the House. [Laughter.] 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say that it is possible the House might 
do some business in these days. It is known to me, as itis known to 
the gentleman from New York and many other members, that worthy 
officers of our Navy are now borrowing money at inordinate rates of 
interest because Congress has failed to appropriate the money with 
which to pay their salaries; and I think the country would be as well 
served by our 8 to make an appropriation to relieve these 
men as it will be by diffusing in the several States in which elections 
are to be held the small number of votes that members of Congress 
would cast. 

Mr. CLYMER. Will my friend from Pennsylvania allow me to 
state 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York is entitled to the 
floor. To whom does he yield? 

Mr. POTTER. I will yield in one moment; but before doing so I 
wish to say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] that 
my resolution does not contemplate the cutting off of a session to- 
morrow, when, as I peas nestor the Army appropriation bill will be 
reported and acted on. 

. CLYMER. I do not wish to pass unchallenged the remark of 
my colleague that Congress failed to make appropriation for the 
support of the officers of the Navy, for Congress did make appropria- 
tion, but it was diverted improperly to other uses. 

555 KELLEY, Still the fact remains that they are suffering for 
their pay. 

The See To whom does the gentleman from New York 
now yiel 

Mr. POTTER. I yield to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, since this question of adjournment is 
before the House, perhaps it may be as well to refer to some of the 
conditions of the questions before the House 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. Mr. Speaker, is this resolution debatable? I 
would like to have the decision as to whether a motion to adjourn is 
debatable. 

The SPEAKER. Only by nnanimons consent. 

Mr. WOOD. I wish to make a statement as to the condition of the 
public business. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. But I rise to a point of order, and object to 
debate on the question of adjournment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order that a mo- 
tion to adjourn is not debatable. 

Mr. MILLS. This resolution fixes the time to which the House will 

ourn. Does the Chair decide that the question is not debatable? 
It is a different question from the motion to adjourn. I think it has 
been held that the motion to adjourn over is debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 44. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

44. A motion to adjourn, and a motion to fix the da 

u, shall be always in order; these motions, 
e, shall be decided without debate. 

Mr. SPRINGER. This resolution does not come within this rule. 
It requires unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled the latter part of the reso- 
lution out upon the objection of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
— 5 to resolution asit remains before the House does come within 
the rule. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If that is all that is pending, then the ruling of 
the Chair is all right. 1 did not understand, however, that the latter 
part of the resolution was ruled out. 

Mr. POTTER. It has been ruled ont, and Ihave been trying to in- 
duce the gentleman from Massachusetts to withdraw his objection. 

The SPEAKER. And the Chair has sustained the objection. 


to which the House shall 
the motion to lic on the 


Mr. POTTER. Then it is only a question whether we shall ad- 
journ from to-morrow until Tuesday next. Of course those of us 
who go home on the adjournment of the House from to-morrow 
until Tuesday next will do so with the understanding that on 
8 next the House will again adjourn over to the following 


ursday. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. BANKS. I will now withdraw my objection to the latter clause 
of the gentleman’s original resolution. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I renew the objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the resolution as it now 


stands, 
The Clerk read as follows: 
That when the House adjourns to-morrow it adjourn to meet on Tues- 


1877. 


Resolved, 
day next. 
The resolution was rejected. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I now insist, unless a motion is made to proceed 
to the regular order, that the question before the House is the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. EWING: ] 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will again state his point of 
order, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to call the attention of the Chair to Rule 
51, which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

As soon as the Journal is read, and the unfinished business in which the House 
was engaged at the last preceding adjournment has been dis of, reports from 
committees shall be called for and disposed of; in doing which the Speaker shall 
call upon each standing committee in regular order, anil then upon select commit- 
tees: and if the Speaker shall not get rouan the call upon the committees before 
tba House to other business, lie shall resume the next call where he left otf, 
giving preference to the report last under consideration. 


Mr. SPRINGER. That is sufficient of that rule. Let the Clerk 
now read Rule 54. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After one hour shall have been devoted to reports from committees and resolu- 
tions, it shall be in order, pending the consideration or discussion thereof, to enter- 
tain a motion that the House do now proceed to dispose of the business on the 
Speaker's table, and to the orders of the day; which being decided in the affirma- 
tivo, the Speaker shall dispose of the business on his table in the following 
order, namely. 

The SPEAKER. -In reference to the last rule which has been read 
the Chair will state that he would entertain a motion to proceed to 
the consideration of the business upon the Speaker's table. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is proper. 

The SPEAKER. The trouble, however, would be, if the House 
should vote to proceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker's table, that there is no business upon the Speaker's table to 
be considered. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is the point I wish to make. Rule 51 does 
not limit the time of receiving reports from committees at all. It 
provides that after the reading of the Journal and the disposition 
of the unfinished bnsiness the Speaker shall then call for reports 
from committees, and that the House shall continue in the execution 
of that order until it shall pass to the consideration of other business 
of a higher privilege. Now, Rule 54 provides that after the House has 
been one hour on this business it shall be in order to move to proceed 
to the consideration of other business on the Speaker's table, but 
until such motion is made the morning hour does not expire. 

The SPEAKER. Tho Chair understands that the gentleman from 
Illinois desires to get at the bill reported in the morning hour by the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. SPRINGER. To continue the consideration of that bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair need not decide that point at present. 
Ttisa goon ractice not to decide a point of order until it is neces- 
sary. Evenif the point were well taken and at any time had been 
well taken, upon which the Chair docs not now express an opinion, it 
is certainly too late to mako it when the bill has been considered in the 
morning hour, when it has in fact taken its location there and can- 
not, therefore, be taken out of the morning hour into the House and 
driven back and forth in the way suggested. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I magos to the Chair that that is not the point 
of order which I made. made the point of order that we are still 
in the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules that point of order. The 
Chair has decided that the morning hour is an hour of sixty minutes, 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But the Chair does not apprehend the point that 
I made, that the rule in reference to reports from committees is with- 
out limit. After we have been engaged for onc hour in the consider- 
ation of reports from committees it is in order to move to proceed to 
other business; bat unless the motion is made to proceed to other 
business, the consideration of reports from committees is the business 
before the Honse and we proceed with it. 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk will read the fifty-fourth rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

54. After one hour shall have been devoted to re; from committees and reso- 
Iutions, it shall be in order, pending the consideration or discussion thereof, to en- 
tertain a motion that the House do now proceed to dispose of the business on the 
Speaker's table, and to the orders of the A 

The SPEAKER. There is no business upon the Speaker’s table and 
there are no special orders. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then, what is the business before the House ? 

The SPEAKER, That is for the House to determine. The House 
can agree to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to consider the President’s message; or it can go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union to discuss any subject which may 
sem proper to any member. 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The question being taken on Mr. LUTTRELI’S motion, it was not 
to. 


Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, in order to enable gentle- 
men who want to diseuss the pending bill to make their speeches. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. SAYLER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill before the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The President's message is the only business 
before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair had not been informed what was the 
pending business. 

Mr. KELLEY. I understand we are in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and that no special business is before us; 
therefore general debate is in order, and I hope to hear from the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. EWING] or from some other gentleman on the 
bill which was in the morning hour. 

Mr. HUNTER rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Honse having resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to which the Presi- 
dent’s message has been referred, the consideration of the President's 
message will be in order, if there is no bill pending before the com- 
mittee. The Chair will understand that that is the business before 
the committee, if no suggestion to the contrary is made. [After a 
pause.] The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HUNTER] is recognized. 

Mr. HUNTER. The condition of the country, Mr. Chairman, at the 
present time, is like that of a sick man. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. CONGER. rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain no question till order 
is restored in the committee. The Chair has recognized the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [ Mr. HUNTER,] and that gentleman has begun his 


remarks. 

Mr. CONGER. I rise to make the point of order that, the subject 
before the committee being the consideration of the President’s mes- 
sage, it is ont of order to refer to the condition of the country which 
is not mentioned in the President’s message. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. CONGER rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan will be in order. 

Mr. CONGER. I rise to a point of order. I object to the language 
of the Chairman. The Chairman did not decide the point of order I 
raised, but made a personal allusion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overruled the point of order made by 
the gentleman from Michigan and eee the gentleman from 
Michigan to be in order, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. I de- 
sire to know what is the question pending before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already submitted that question 
to the committee. The gentleman from Illinois is not in order. The 
e e from Indiana is entitled to the floor and will proceed with 

is remarks. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make the point of order that there is no busi- 
ness before the committee now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is not well taken. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The President's message was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the Committee of 
the Whole having considered the message distributed it among vari- 
ous standing committees, 
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Chairman, the condition of our conntry at the 
present time is like that of a sick man suffering from a severe attack of 
congestion; the blood has been withdrawn from the extremities 
and thrown to his heart and lungs; the result is, his feet and hands 
are cold and he is suffering from the want of blood in them, while 
his heart and lungs are engorged with it, and he is suffering be- 
cause they have too much of it. To give him relef does not re- 
quire more blood, but a proper circulation of what he has, So with 
the country: it is suffering from a congestion in our finances; the 
money has been withdrawn from the people and thrown into the 
banks and money centers of the country, by reason of which the 

t mass of our people are suffering from the want of this money, 
while the banks and money centers are suffering because they have 
too much of it, more than they can profitably use in any kind of legit- 
imate business. Our troubles and suffering throughout the country, 
therefore, when properly understood, are not so much from the want of 
more money as it is for a proper circulation of that we already have. 
The cause of this congestion in our monetary affairs was produced by 
reason of there being more money in circulation for several years 
prior to 1873, the date of our great panic, than was needed to do the 
necessary and legitimate business of the country so as to keep it upon 
a sound and snbstantiantial basis. In order to employ this surplus 
money many of our business men were induced by the seductive 
charms of speculation to borrow heavily of it and engage in all kinds 
of wild-cat and speculative enterprises all over the land, in which 
there was no real security to the capitalist for his money so used, as 
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the works, when completed, being so far in advance of the real and 
necessary wants of the people, would not pay an interest of 1 per 
cent. upon their cost. Our capitalists, realizing the true condition of 
these various enterprises, became suddenly alarmed, as they could 
see no security for their money, and refused longer to invest their 
means in the bonds issued to build and complete these works, pre- 
ferring to lose what they had invested in them instead of risking 
more and then losing all, in consequence of which the works had to 
stop and tens of thonsands of laborers engaged in these works and in 
manufacturing establishments dependent on them for a sale of their 
products, were thrown out of employment, and all the men engaged in 
them, who had spent not only their own private fortunes but all the 
money they could borrow, were forced for the wantof means to abandon 
the works and leave them unfinished and their creditors unpaid, which 
paralyzed business everywhere and brought ruin and bankruptcy and 
misery and want upon hundreds and thousands of our people besides 
those immediately connected with the enterprises, who were unpre- 
pared for the sudden financial shock produced by the collapse of 
these works, which absolutely buried in their ruins from three to five 
hundred millions of capital, which, added to the losses by tte fires of 
Chicago and Boston which burned up some three or four hundred 
millions more, produced snch a terrible calamity that it brought on 
the panic of 1873, in which Jay Cooke and all others similarly engaged 
in sheds wild and speculative enterprises, as well as most others who 
were doing business on borrowed capital, were swallowed “p and 
financially destroyed in the great whirlpool of bankruptcy and ruin 
thus brought upon the country. 

This panic so alarmed our capitalists that they lost confidence in 
all the 8 enterprises of our people and commenced withdraw- 
ing their money from them and hoarding it in the banks and money 
centers, unwilling to risk it in any kind of business for fear it was 
based on speculation. This withdrawal of the money from the peo- 
ple SSN kinds of improvements. Those that were in debt were 
unable to engage in any kind of business for the want of means to 
prosecute it, unless they borrowed at a rate of interest that ate faster 
than they could make; which made their condition worse all the 
time instead of better; and they were compelled to seek relief from 
their debts by going into bankruptcy, while the laboring men of the 
country, who had to depend upon their daily wages for a support for 
themselves and their families, being deprived of this daily labor on 
account of the improvements of the country having been stopped for 
the want of money to carry them on, by reason of this derangement 
of its circulation and the enormous rates of interest that to be 
paid for it, were reduced in our larger cities almost to the point of 
starvation, and in many places bread riots were threatened, not- 
withstanding our land is filled with ail the eatables that the heart 
could wish. Many wonder how this can be. The reason of it is this: 
those who have this money and these eatables are not compelled to 
distribute them around among those who do not have them, and will 
not unless they get valne received for them; and those who do not 
have them and are suffering for the want of them are not in condi- 
tion to give this value received, because they have been deprived of 
the means, for the reasons that I have given. This extraordinary 
condition of things has been brought upon the people and the coun- 
try, not from the want of more money, as many suppose, any more 
than this starvation has been brought upon the laboring people from 
the want of more bread and meat in the country, when the land is 
full of them; but they have been brought upon us from the want of 
a proper circulation of the money we haye. 

he great duty of the hour now is, for bo bn shige not only to pro- 
vide the means for a proper restoration of the circulation of our 
money, so as to give relief to the country, but it is to ascertain the 
real cause that produced this congestion of our finances which dis- 
turbed the circulation and brought so much ruin, bankruptcy, and 
distress upon us; and when once ascertained, remove the canse, so as 
to prevent the recurrence of these wrongs and sufferings to our people 
in the future, The panic of 1873, from which our troubles date, was 
not brought upon us, as I have shown, by the want of more money 
than we then had; but it was brought upon us by our moneyed men 
becoming alarmed at the reckless manner in which their money was 
being squandered by those who were using it by 8 it in 
speculative enterprises that the true interests of the country did not 
demand their construction, and which would not yield an interest 
that would justify the cost; hence they refused to furnish money to 
complete these works by refusiug to invest in the bonds issued thereon, 
which deranged the whole business interests of the country, which 
had shaped themselves to swim on this flood-tide of speculation in 
which so much capital had been invested and were not prepared for 
the sudden change that was brought about by the cpa EF of these 
mushroom enterprises, and hence all of our tronbles that I have 
described. The truth is, our business men were led into these specu- 
lative enterprises, which have brought upon us all of our ruin and 
bankruptcy, because we had prior to 1873 more money in the coun- 
try than could be used profitably in legitimate business; therefore, 
to give employment to this surplus money they entered into these 
ruinous specu eens, end the people have been compelled to suffer 
the consequences. The experience of the world shows that too much 


money in circulation always produces a speculative spirit in the 
people, and stimulates them to action, and they go headlong into all 
sorts of enterprises and speculations, which for a time seem to make 


the country prosperons, until they reach a certain point, when, like 
everything else that does not rest upon a solid foundation, they fall 
of their own weight, and, like the panic of 1873, crush all the busi- 
ness interests that lie in their path, and baukrupt and ruin the people. 
Too much money, therefore, is more destructive to the people shan 
too little; for too much money begets habits of extravagance and 
speculation among them, which are always sure to end in their bank- 
ruptey, while the scarcity of money compels them to economize and 
live, if possible, within their means. 

What the people want, then, in order to make them truly prosper- 
ous, is neither too much nor too little money; but they want just 
enough to do the legitimate business of the country. And they want 
it good, and to circulate freely. One of the first things, then, to do, 
in order to restore the proper circulation of the money we have, is to 
restore confidence among our people; that is, bring them together and 
not divide them. Make their interests the same as nearly as we can. 
The tendency of many politicians now is to divide them by keeping 
up a constant war between capital and labor. That is not what the 
country needs; neither is it what the people want. Capital without 
labor to use it is not profitable; neither is labor profitable without 
capital to pay it. The interests, therefore, of capital and labor are 
identical, and they should move together hand in hand, and not 
divided. If they stand together, the country and the people will be 
prosperous; if they divide and continue to war with each other, the 
country and the people will be depressed. 

Our people are also divided upon the kind of money we shall have. 
Some want what is called hard money; that is, they want our paper 
money all equal to gold and exchangeable into it at the pleasure of 
the holder, and they want the greenbacks redeemed and retired from 
circulation, while others are opposed entirely to the gold standard 
and to our national banking system and want all of our money in 

nbacks, not redeemable in coin, but redeemable only in an intro- 
convertible bond. 

My jadgment is that both these classes of financiers are wrong. 
They each go to extremes, and neither wants the kind of system that 
the great mass of the people can or will harmonize npon. What wo 
want is harmony 3 people upon the financial question, and 
we want it at once. dif each of the above classes will yield a 
little in their convictions, there will not be much tronble in agreeing 
upon a system of finance that will be based upon specie and at tho 
same time com in part of nbacks. That plan is this: Re- 
mouetize the old silver dollar of 412} grains standard silver, make it 
a full legal tender for all debts public and private; and require from 
forty to fifty millions a year of these silver dollars to be coined. Let 
our greenbacks and national-bank notes alone as the and it will 
be but a short time until they will be at par with goles As they will 
be so much more convenient in the transaction of business than either 
gold or silver, they will be sought after for that reason, which will 
at once put them upon a specie basis and make all of our money, 
both paper and coin, equal in valne; and in the course of time, when 
silver becomes plenty, if it should then be thought best by the people, 
onr greenbacks could then be retired and silver dollars su titated in 
their place. By remonetizing the silver dollar, the resumption act 
becomes a dead-letter upon the statute- book, because the nbacks 
and national-bank notes would be at par with the silver dollar before 
January 1, 1879, and the silver dollar then being equal to the gold 
dollar in all respects would make the nbacks one national-bank 
notes eqnal to gold, so that a paper dollar in the hands of the labor- 
ing man would be equal to a gold dollar in the hands of the capital- 
ist. Then we would all be happy. 


While we keep up this constant warfare abont our currency, to 
have it all hard money equal to gold or all greenbacks, we keep 
up an uncertainty in our finances that will prevent a circu- 


lation of the money we have while this uncertainty lasts, tor this 
simple reason: Our paper money is now within two and three-quar- 
ter cents of the price of gold, and the men who have this money are 
not going to let it out so as to circulate freely in business so long as 
they feel that there is any danger of having their money paid to them, 
after it is once permanently loaned in greenbacks that will be worth 
from twenty to twenty-five cents on the dollar less than their money 
is now worth, which would be the case if a new issue of nbacks 
were made to supply the place of our national-bank notes; and until 
that question is put at rest as to whether such an issue will be made 
or not, our finances will be unsettled and the business of the country 
will be unpromising. 

I know that many persons contend that we can never have a cheap 
currency until we break down the national banking system and make 
our paper money exclusively of greenbacks, for tho reason, as the 
say, that greenbacks are so much cheaper and safer than the national- 

k notes as a currency. I know that that feeling prevails amon 
a very large class of people, but I am satisfied it is incorrect, an 
when the country comes to examine the question fairly and ascer- 
tain the real facts as to the true cost of each, it will bo found that 
the national-bank notes, instead of being more costly to the people 
as a currency than the greenbacks, are really cheaper and in some 
ts a safer currency for the people than greenbacks, 

his presents a question of the highest importance to the coun- 
try, and one upon which the people so much desire information ; for 
if they can once be satisfied that national-bank money is as cheap 
and safe to them for a currency as the greenback then it removes one 
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of the 
down satisfied with our currency as it is, instead of keeping up this 
constant warfare upon the national-bank notes to remove them and 


greatest troubles in their mind, and enables them to settle 


supply their places with greenbacks. 
While I discuss these questions as to which is the cheaper and 
safer to the people as a currency, greenbacks or national-bank notes, 


I respectfully invite the members of Congress, and especially those 
who pens the patepoken friends of the greenback and the national- 
bank note, to give me their careful attention while I do so, and to 
correct me when I am through, if my statement of facts or the con- 
clusions I may draw from them when stated are incorrect. 

To ascertain which is the cheaper, we must first ascertain what 
each have cost the people per year since their issue, and what they 
will continue to cost them per year in the future; then, by compar- 
ing the cost of each, we can certainly tell which is the cheaper of the 
two. Then, first; j 

How much have the greenhacks cost the people? 

The greenbacks have been in use as a currency for the last fifteen 
years. During all that time the records in the Burean of Printing 
and Engraving iu the Treasury Department as to their cost have not 
been kept separately from the other work done in that bureau for the 
Government, and hence their exact cost cannot be given for each year 
during the whole fifteen years, but for the years 1870 to 1875, in- 
clusive, their cost has been kept separately from the other work for 
each of those years, from which we can estimate about what their 
cost for the other years has been, and in that way arrive at their full 
cost for the whole fifteen years. 

The above records show that— 

For 1870 they cost.. edcaeos oats s.s.. 
For 1871 they cost.. 
For 1872 tbey cost. 
Eor 1873 thoy S 
For 1674 they Gobbs 2... .c\sccceuacoserseccwace cases 5 
For tber -:⅛ů 
Making total cost for printing, paper, &c., for 
h AAA ((( 000 

Which is an average cost per year during that time 
of $955,024.88}. Counting the other nine years at 
the same rate per year, and I am satisfied that it 
could not be less, for the reason that when the 

13 first commenced all the machinery had to 

purchased, all the plates engraved, and the work 
being new, it could not be done near so cheap as 
now, and it will give us for these nine years as their 
8, 595, 223 964 


Making their total cost for printing during the 
last fifteen years 
In the next place, 

TAXES ARE NOT PAID UPON GREENBACKS, 
as our Supreme Court has decided they are not tax- 
able, By reason of this at least three hundred and 
fifty millions of property in the shape of greenbacks, 
each year for the last fourteen years, have gone 
untaxed ; as these greenbacks are principally in the 
hands of the wealthy men of the conntry, these 
wealthy men have escaped taxation on their property, 
which has made and still makes the burdens of 
taxes each year that much heavier upon the other 
tax-payers of the country who have them to pay. 
The records in the Comptroller’s Office of the Treas- 
ury show that the rate of taxation in the various 
States, where these greenbacks are held, for the last 
ten years has averaged 1.9 per cent. Counting taxa- 
tion at the same rate for the other four years, and 
we have the following showing: 


Taxes on $350,000,000 in greenbacks, at the rate of 
1.9 per cent. per year for the last fourteen years, 
93, 100, 000 00 


would amount to 
Which is the sum that the tax-payers in the 
various States have had to pay, in addition 
to their other taxes, during the last fourteen 
years, by reason of the greenbacks not be- 
ing taxable; which makes, when added to 
the cost of printing the greenbacks, the 
ß E ATEA inder 
Which is the amount that the nbacks have cost the tax-payers of 
pci pues. mne thoy have 5 which ows an annual 
cost to the ple for our greenbac ear, for the last four- 
teen years, of $7 505,024.17. eres 
The backs yield no revenue to the Government in any shape 
as they are simply the promissory notes of the Government issued 
and used as money, except those that are destroyed make that many 
less for the government to redeem, and in such case the people who 
are so unfortunate as to have their greenbacks destroyed are the 
losers instead of the Government. 
Having ascertained how much the greenbacks have cost the people 


14, 325, 373 273 
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107, 425,373 274 


and are still costing them each year, let us next ascertain how much 
the national-bank notes have cost them. 

The national banks have been in existence some fourteen years, 
and are organized in the following manner : 

1. There must be not Jess than five stockholders, and they must be 
honest and respectable persons in the community where they reside. 

2. If the bank is a one-hundred-thousand-dollar bank then these 
stockholders must subscribe $100,000 in stock and pay the same to 
the Secretary of the 3 of the United States in Government 
n berai „Treasury then fil hese bonds 

e retary of the then files away t nds in 
the vaults of the e as a security for the notes of that bank, 
and issues to that bank notes 10 per cent. less in amount than the 
amount of bonds deposited by the stockholders of the bank, which 
in the case stated would be $90,000. Of this $90,000 the bank must 
xep as a reserve $10,000; so that a hundred-thousand-dollar national 
d only loan of the notes it receives from the Government, 

,000. 
All the expense, then, that the national banks are to the Govern- 
ment is simply keeping a record of each bank, preserving the bonds 
of the bank which are deposited with the Secretary as a security for 
the notes of the bank, the printing of the bank-notes, and a few extra 
officers in the Treasury Department to do this work. 

The records of the Treasury Department show that from the date 
of the organization of these national banks in 1863 until July 1, 1876, 
the date of the last estimate, it has cost the Government for the 
printing of all the bank-notes, including the paper on which they 
were printed, also the salary of officers and every other ae 
created by the paang system, including the expense of the Redemp- 
tion Bureau, $4,060,223.59. 


Under the national banking law these banks are compelled to pay 
taxes to the Government and to the States, which taxes the people 
pet the benefit of, as it saves them paying the amonnt that these 

anks pay. According to the last report of the Comptroller of the 
Currency, made December 2, 1876, these national banks have paid in 
taxes to the Government and to the States, during the last ten years 
prior to said report, as follows: 


Amount paid 


25 
i 
2 


United States. States. 
$7, 949, 451 00 | $8, 069, 938 00 $16, 019, 389 00 
-| 9,525,607 00 | 8. 813. 127 00 18, 338, 734 00 
-| 9,465,652 00 | 8, 757,656 00 18, 223, 308 00 
10, 081, 244 00 | 7,297,096 00 17, 378, 340 00 
10. 190. 682 00 | 7, 465, 675 00 17, 656, 357 00 
10, 649, 895 00 | 7, 860,078 00 18, 509, 973 00 
6, 703,910 00 | 8. 343, 772 00 15, 047, 682 00 
7, 004, 646 00 | 8, 499, 748 00 15, 504, 394 00 
7, 256, 083 00 | 9, 620,326 00 16, 876, 409 00 
7, 317, 531 00 10, 058, 122 00 17, 375, 653 00 
tax 


For the years 1863, 1864, and 1865 I have been unable to ascertain 
how much the banks paid in taxes for these years, as the Department 
records do not show, and for 1876 the amount paid has not yet been 
reported, but I am satisfied it is as much as any previous year; but 
the cost of the banks since their organization I have given in full. 


Now, if we deduct from the amount which the banks have paid as 
taxes for the ten years from 1866 to 1875, both inclusive, (not count- 
ing the amount paid by the banks for the other four years,) what 
it cost the Government for all the expenses she has incurred for 
these, we have the following showing: 


Amount of taxes paid by banks from 1866 to 1875.. $170, 930, 239 00 
Amount which the banks have cost the Government. 4, 060, 223 59 


Which shows a clear profit o.. 166, 870,015 41 
which the banks have paid to the people in taxes over and above 
the aoun which the banks have cost the people for the ten years 
named. 

The above figures taken from the records of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, show that while the national banks have paid to the Govern- 
ment and to the States in taxes, which is the same as paying it to the 
people as they have received the benefit of them, a clear net 0 
over and above all the expenses incurred by the Government for the 
banks during the ten years named the sum of $166,870,015.41. 

The same records show that the greenbacks have cost the Govern- 
ment, which is the ple, the sum of $14,325,373.274 for printing, 
which added to loss by taxation makes $107,425,373.27}4. 

Now, if the national banks have paid to the people, 

as the records of the Treasury Department show. 

and which no man can or will dispute, over an 

above all expenses to the Government in ten years 


the ü r cons eecteevecwacss $166, 870,015 41 
And the greenbacks have cost the people, as above 
shown; the sum of. us seis csi ie Soenens 107, 425, 373 273 


Then the national-bank notes for ten years have 
been worth to the people. 


274, 295, 388 68} 
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more than the greenback for all the time since their issue. There- 
fore I conclude that the national-bank notes are a cheaper currency 
to the people than the greenbacks. 

Of all national-bank notes that are destroyed the Government 
gets the benefit and not the banks, for the reason that the banks de- 
posit bonds with the Government for the redemption of their notes, 
and when a bank winds up it must return to the Government all of 
its notes before the Government will deliver up its bonds. If any 
of the notes are not returned, the bank must supply their place 
with greenbacks, otherwise the Government will hold enough of the 
bonds of the bank to redeem the outstanding notes; hence the Goy- 
ernment and not the banks get the benefit of all the bank-notes that 
are destroyed, the same as the enbacks. I know that some gen- 
tlemen insist that the national banking system is a great burden on 
the people because the Government pays to the bank a tax upon its 
bonds, and at the same time gives to the bank its notes to loan to the 

ple, Itis true that the Government does this, but how is it a 
urden to the people? It is an easy matter to say so, but itis a n 
tion that is rather diffleult to prove. Suppose the persons holding the 
bonds do not bank on them, would not the Government have to pay 
an interest on these bonds? Certainly it would. Then does the mere 
fact of banking on the bonds make the Government pay any more 
interest on them than if they were not used for banking? Certainly 
not. Then the only burden that the bank is or can be to the ple, 
is the fact that the Government gives to a bank its notes to loan to 
the people; but it must be remembered that for this benefit conferred 
by the Government on the banks, the banks assume and have to pay 
taxes that other people who loan money and are not national bankers 
do not pay, and these taxes, as I have shown, are a far greater benefit 
5 ne people than the loss they sustain by issuing these notes to the 

nks, 

The opponents to the national banking system ask, if the Govern- 
ment gives to the banks its money to loan to the people, why should 
it pay interest to the banks on their bonds in addition? That, they 
say, is legalized robbery of the people, and for that reason they are 
opposed to the national banking system. Now, is it true that this 
system robs the people because it pays to the banks interest on their 
bonds and at the same time issues money to the bank to loan to the 
people? Iam satisfied that it is not; and I am further satisfied, if it 
were not for the money that the national banks make out of their de- 
posite, which the Government has nothing to do with except to tax 

eposits, that it would be better for persons having bonds to sell 
them and loan their money, instead of nndertaking to bank on them 
under the law, notwithstanding all the advantages that it is sup- 
the banks receive from it. For the purpose of showing which 
is the most profitable for the man who has money to loan, let us 
state a case, and the figures will decide it. Suppose two men have 
$100,000 each in Government bonds. One banks on his under the 
law, the other loans his money. Which will make the most out of 
his money? 
The man who banks on his deposits his hundred thousand 

dollars in bonds, and draws his interest, which npon 5 

per cent. bonds (the kind that are mostly used for bank- 

ing, and the highest class bond now used for all new 


banks) amounts in gold to $5, 000 00 
Gold is worth 23 po cent. more than greenbacks, which 
upon $5,000 wonld amount too 137 50 


The bank would receive $90,000 in currency from the Goy- 

ernment, but 10 per cent. of this amonnt it would have 

to keep asa reserve; it could therefore loan but $50,000 

of its money. As the banks and individnals loan their 

money at the same rate, say 10 per cent., the bank would 

get on its $40,000 as interest 3 8, 000 00 
But as banks renege loan their money for four months 

at a time, instead of one year, they make, by so doing, 


about one hundred and dollars additional — 150 00 
Amount of the bank's profit 13, 287 50 


Now the bank has to pay tares as follows: 
To the United States, 1 per cent. on its circula- 
tion of $90,000, which would be $900 00 
The bank has to pay to the county in which it 
is located a tax for State, county, township, 
road, school, corporation, and all other pur- 
poses for which taxes are assessed in that 
county, upon its capital stock of $100,000 and 
upon its $30,000 in notes which the bank holds 
for its loaned money. The records of the 
Treasury Department show that this tax in 
the various States averages 1.9 percent. Now, 
thetax upon the bank stock and notes amount- 
ing to $180,000, at 1.9 per cent. amounts to.. 3, 420 00 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask permis- 
sion of the gentleman from Indiana to ask him 
one question. 
Mr. HUNTER. I yield for that purpose. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Does the gen- 


Amount carried forward ............... 4,320 00 13,287 50 


Amount brought forward .............- $4,320 00 $13,287 50 

tleman mean to say that notes discounted by 
banks are taxed in addition to their capital ? 

Mr. HUNTER. It is so in my State. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I know that 
it is not so in the State of Ilinois. 

Mr. R. It certainly is so in my State. 
In addition to this the bank must have a presi- 

dent and cashier, which costs not less than 


$1,000 each, which makes. 2,000 00 
Amount of taxes and other expenses bank 
o lestscossuy nane 6, 320 00 
Clear profit of the bank after i 
all . 6, 967 50 


Now the man who loans his money without banking on 

it takes his bonds and sells them in the market for 

$108,000 in currency, which is their present price. This 

amount he loans at 10 per cent., which gives him 10,800 00 
His taxes in the same county where the bank is 

located would, upon his notes for the $108,000 

of loaned money, at 1.9 per cent., amount to. $2,052 00 
For his book-keeper, (he needs no president) .. 1, 000 00 


Amount of taxes and other expenses 3,052 00 
hh 7.748 00 
Bank’s clear profits. 6, 967 50 

Amount that private individuals make 

more than bank 780 50 


The reason that national banking is not as profitable as many sup- 
pose it is, is on account of the amount of taxes they have to pay and 
the other nar pa incident to carrying them on. If it were not for 
the money that the banks make out of their deposits and the sale 
of drafts, it would be better for every man who has money to loan 
to loan it without banking; but the. banks being located in nearly 
every county are convenient to the people, and therefore better for 
them than private shaving shops. 

This calculation I have made is applicable to my own State, Indi- 
ana, where 10 per cent, is allowed to be charged. Some may say that 
the bank will charge more than 10 per cent. So might the individual; 
but under the law neither could charge more than that amount. It 
is therefore seen that the national banking system, when properly 
understood, is no greater robbery of the people than the individual 
system of loaning money. 

The t wrong in the whole system of loaning money is to allow 
either banks or individuals to loan money at a higher rate of in- 
terest than 6 per cent., and when it is done it is a curse to the coun- 
try as well as the people who borrow it. The national banking sys- 
tem does not increase the rate of interest on the people in any of the 
States. The law only allows the banks to charge the rate of interest 
that is fixed by the law of the State, and if the State has no law upon 
the subject of. interest, then the national banking law provides that 
the banks shall not charge to exceed7 per cent. The interest charged 
upon the greenbacks to all persons who wish to borrow money is just 
the same as the interest charged upon bank-notes. So that the green- 
backs in that respect are no cheaper than the bank-notes. 

Our greenback friends insist that the nback currency is cheaper 
than the national-bank currency, and that if we would break down 
the national paning. system and issue greenbacks to supply the 
place of the national-bank notes, and then take the new greenbacks 
thus issued and purchase the bonds upon which the banks are bank- 
ing, we would then save the interest on these bonds to the people 
instead of paying it to the banks. There are two objections to this 
theory of finance, each of which are fatal to it. 

1. Congress has not the power under the Constitution of the United 
States to authorize an issue of greenbacks and make them a legal 
tender in time of peace when the necessities of the Government do 
not require such an issue in order to preserve the life of the nation. 

In the decision of our Supreme Court, reported in 12 Wallace, 
which is known as the legal-tender decision, this oponer of Congress 
to anthorize the issue of greenbacks and make them a legal-tender 
was fully discussed and decided by a full bench of nine judges, four 
of them democrats and five republicans. The democratic judges took 
the broad ground that Congress had no power to issue nbacks 
and make them a legal tender, either in time of peace or in time of 
war, and that therefore our present greenbacks were unconstitutional 
money. The five republican judges on the contrary sustained our 
present greenbacks and declared them constitutional money, because 
they were issued in time of war when the necessities of the Goyern- 
ment were such that it could not exist without money to carry it on, 
and there was, in the judgment of Congress, no other mode of raisin 
it than by issuing our present greenbacks and making them a lega 
tender. The court in the majority decision in passing upon the ques- 
tion of the power of Congress to legislate when the necessities of the 
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country are such as to imperil the life of the nation, and its powers 
to legislate when no such emergency exists, use this language: 

This brings us to the inquiry whether they were, (that is ee acts,) 
when enacted, appropriate instrumentulities for carrying into t or executin 
any of the known powers of Congress or of any department of the Governmen 
Plainly, to this inquiry a consideration of tho time when they were enacted and of 
the circumstances in which the Government then stood is important. It is not to 
be denied that acts may be adapted to the exercise of lawful power and eppropriate 
to it in seasons of exiyency, which would be inappropriate at other times. 

Now, if Congress has the power at any time to issue nbacks 
and make them a legal tender, as our greenback friends insist, why 
did not the court so decide that fact and end the case, instead of 
putting itself to the trouble to show that it was a power that Con- 
gress might lawfully exercise in times of exigency, (that is great emer- 
gency,) but a power that it could not exercise at other times when 
the exigency did not exist. vi de this point the language of the 
court is, “It is not to be denied that acts may be adapted to the exer- 
cise of lawful power and appropriate to it in seasons of exigency, which 
would be inappropriate at other times.“ And why did the court further 
say, “ Plainly, to this ingniry ?” Whatinguiry? Whether Congress 
had this power to pass the legal-tender acts—“ a consideration of the 
time when they were enacted, and of the circumstances in which the 
Government then stood, is important.” 

If Congress had the power at any time to issue greenbacks, why 
did it become important for the court to consider the time when these 
acts were passed and inquire into the circumstances which then sur- 
rounded the country. It must be evident to every one that it was 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the condition of the country 
was such as to create an emergency that would warrant Congress in 
making the notes of the Government a legal tender and compel the 
people to accept them in the payment of debts. If such an emer- 
gency did exist, then the making of such notes a legal tender was a 
power that Congress might exercise during that emergency, but if 
such an emergency did not exist, then it was a power that Congress 
could not exercise, That is the decision of the court, nothing more 
nor nothing less. 

The court then continues its decision and states fully and accu- 
rately the condition of the country at the time these legal-tender acts 
were and the circumstances in which it then stood, and then 
uses the following language: 

It was at such a time and in such circumstances that Congress was called u 
to devise means for maintaining the Army and Navy, for securing tho large supplies 
of money needed, and, indeed. for the preservation of tho Government created by 
tho Constitution. It was at such a time and in such an bier kun! that the legal- 
tender acts were passed. Now, if it were certain that nothing elso would have 
supplied the absolute necessitios of the Treasury,that nothing else would have en- 
abled the Government to maintain its armies and 24. that nothing else would 
have saved the Government and the Constitution from destruction, while the legal- 
tender acts would, could any one be bold onongh to assert that Congress trans- 
gressod its powers! Or, if these enactments did work theso results, can it be 
maintained now that they were not for a legitimate end or “appropriate and 
adapted to that end,” in the language ot Chief Justice Marshall? That thoy did 
work such results is not to be donbted. Something renewed the drooping faith of 


the people ; something brought immediately to tho Government's aid the resources 


of the nation, and something enabled the successful prosecution of the war and 
the 2 vation of the national life. What was it if not the legal-tender enact- 
ments 

Is it not plain, from the decision of the court, to every person that 
is candid avd unprejudiced, that the court sustained the constitution- 
ality of our present legal-tender enactments on the gronna that they 
were passed at a time when the necessities of the Government were 
so great and so urgent that the life of the nation could not have been 
preserved without the issue of the greenback? And therefore Con- 
gress had the right to pass these acts in order to preserve the Govern- 
ment, If Congress, then, has not the power to issue greenbacks in 
time of peace, when no such emergency exists, because such an act 
would be unconstitutional, does not the whole greenback theory. 
which is based upon a new issue of greenbacks, fall to the ground 
because it has no solid foundation upon which to rest, being in plain 
violation of the Constitution of the United States according to the 
decision of the Supreme Court? 

2. The next objection to the greenback theory is this: It assumes 
as true that, if we should issue greenbacks to supply the place of the 
national-bank notes (a thing that cannot be done, as I have shown 
in time of peace) and then take the new greenbacks thus issued and 
buy up the bonds upon which the banks are banking, we would 
save the interest on these bonds instead of paying it to the banks, 
and thereby make a very large saving to the people. If it were con- 
stitutional to issue new greenbacks in time of peace and we should 
so issue them to supply the place of the national-bank notes, I am 
satistied that it would prove a loss to the people instead of a benefit, 
as the figures will clearly show. 

On the first day of this month, October, as the report of the Comp- 
troller of the Currency will show when made, there were then out- 
standing $315,891,949 of national-bank notes. Sup that green- 
backs had then been issued to supply their place, a hee works have 
been the first result produced The new nbacks would at once 


have depreciated to eighty cents on the dollar and the bonds would 
have gone up to 125; that is, 81 in our bonds would have been 
worth forty-five cents more in the market than $1 of the new green- 
backs. But suppose there had been no depreciation and that the new 
greenbacks were worth as much as the old ones are now, and that 
our 5 per cent. bonds were of the same value as now, which is about 


11 per cent. above greenbacks, what would be the result? With the 
$315,891,949 of new greenbacks we could have purchased and re- 
tired 281,044,834 in 5 per cent. Government bonds. 


The interest on these bonds, at 5 per cent., in gold 

. 8 
g Wo per cent. more t n 

would make the per cent. amount to. EERE 7 


$14, 052, 241 73 
386, 436 63 


Which makes the amount we would save in cur- 
PAROG oc ce acn pel bcus . A 


Let us next inquire how much we would lose, 
The printing of the new greenbacks 
at the rate we are now paying, 
including paper and other ex- 
uses, to supply the place of 
15,891,949 in bank-notes, would 
amount to at least 
The taxes on $315,891,949 of new 
greenbacks, which the people 
would lose each year by the green- 
back not being taxable at 1.9 
per cent., the rate of taxation 
throughout the States, now paid, 
would amount to 
We would also lose the taxes which 
the national banks pay to the 
United States and to the States, 
which is the same as paying it to 
the people, as they get the benefit 
of it. The taxes for 1876 paid by 
the banks are not yet ascertained 
by the Comptroller, buthe informs 
me that they will be, as near as 
he can judge, about the same as 
1875. Then putting the taxes at 
that amount they would be. 


14, 438, 678 36 


5, 991, 947 00 


Amount we would lose 


Now if we deduct the amount of interest we would 
save (as above shown) from our losses, it would 
leave, as our true loss each veau 9, 428, 921 64 


The above figures show (and they cannot be successfully disputed) 
that, if we should do away with our national banks and supply their 
notes with a new issue of greenbacks, we would lose each year by 
80 deine not less than $9,428,921.64. 

It will be contended by some that, if we break down the national 
banks, we will not lose in taxes all that the national banks now 
pay on their stock; but I insist we will. In the last Congress I made 
a speech in which I elaborated that question and will not now take 
the time to repeat what I then said; but when the subject is fully 
examined into it will be found that the bank-stock is created as 
taxable property by the simple act of subscribing it on the stock- 
books; and when you destroy that stock by breaking down the banks 
you destroy that amount of taxable property to the country, the 
same as though an amount of wheat or corn equal in value to it had 
been consumed in the flames. 

Having shown conclusively by the figures that national-bank notes 
are a cheaper currency for the people than greenbacks, let us next 
inquire which is the safest currency to them. The greenbacks, it 
is urged, are as safe as money can be, because the faith of the nation 
is pledged for their redemption. That is true, but the faith of the 
nation is pledged for the redemption of the national-bank note, 
precisely as it is pledged forthe greenback. So that, on the question 
of security by the faith of the Government, the bank-note is as good 
in all respects as the greenback. The national-bank notes, being 
redeemable in greenbacks or their equivalent, are equally as valuable 
in every respect, and in some more so, as I will presently show. 

The great question of security in which the national-bank notes 
are superior to the nbacks as a currency isthis: Our greenbacks 
must issued and paid out by the Treasury Department of the 
Government. Now, if the Secretary of the Treasury should at any 
time prove dishonest, he could form a ring inside of the Treasury 
Department and make an overissue of greenbacks to the amonnt of 
as many millions as he and his ring pee: In such an issue the 
ring would be the gainers and the people the losers; and here is where 
the pledge of the faith of the Government to redeem might hurt, 
especially when it came to redeeming an overissue, 

here would be no trouble in making an overissue if the Secretary 
were disposed to doso, for greenbacks, as we all know, are money and 
ready for circulation as soon as they come from the printing-press. 
They are all alike when struck from the same plates and dies; there- 
fore there is no way of preventing an overissue if we have a dishonest 
official at the head of the Treasury Department. If an overissue were 
made to any very largo amount it would in the course of time be dis- 
covered, and when it did become known the whole business interests 
of the country would at once be paralyzed. The panic of 1873, which 
brought so much distress upon the country, would not amount to a 
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drop in the bucket, scarcely, compared with the amount of bankrupte 
and financial ruin that would be brought upon the country by suc 


a calamity as an overissue of our money. A financial system, then 
like ours would be if composed entirely of greenbacks, which would 
hang all the time by so slender a thread as the honesty of one man, the 
Secre of the Treasury of the United States, and he above all other 
men hering such an inducement before him all the time to be dishonest 
is not the kind of financial system that a great country like ours should 
have. It would be too much like living all the time over a powder- 
magazine, that might at any time explode and blow the whole coun- 
try into atoms if any one would be dishonest enough to apply the 
torch when he would be well paid for so doing. 

In the case of national-bank notes this overissue of money cannot 
occur by the dishonesty of our officials, notwithstanding the national- 
bank notes are issued by the Treasury Department, for this reason : 
When the national-bank notes pass from the Treasury Department to 
the banks they are not money ready for circulation. There are two 
blanks in each bank-note, and these blanks have to be filled by the 
bank-officers before they can be circulated. One blank has to be filled 
by the president of the bank signing with his pen his own name in 
it, and the other is filled in the same way by the cashier of the bank 
signing his name in it. When thus signed, the bank-officers, and not 
the Treasury Department, m them in circulation, and the bank- 
officers are sure to see to it that no bank-note of theirs shall be put in 
circulation that is not all right, as the bank is compelled before the 
notes are issued to it by the Treasury Department to deposit with 
the Secretary of the Treasury bonds of the United States that are 
worth their face in gold, as a security to the bill-holder of that bank 
for the redemption of every note that is issued and put in circulation 
by it. With national-bank money, therefore, asa currency the country 
and people are perfectly safe, as the money is as sound as the Gov- 
ernment itself, and, as I have shown, there cannot be an overissue of 
it, as there might be of greenbacks. 9 — 

These taxes which the national banks pay are heavy and oppressive, 
and the banks will be here in force to ask Con to relieve them 
of a large portion of them; but the banks must remember that the 
people who borrow their money are burdened and oppressed by the high 
rates of interest that the banks, as well as individuals, charge for 
the use of their money. While I believe in national banks and am 
satisfied that their notes are the safest, cheapest, and best paper 
money in the world, still I am unwilling and vill not vote to relieve 
them of one cent of these taxes until their rate of interest is fixed 
at 6 per cent. in every State in this Union, so that the people can bor- 
row money at 6 per cent. tousein business. When that is done, (and 
a bill is now before this Congress asking it,) I am ready to increase 
the circulation of national banks and give them $1 in circulation 
for every dollar of bonds deposited by them., I would then be 
willing to relieve them of all national taxes except jnst enough to 
pay expenses, so that they would be no cost to the people; the 
taxes they pay to the States should remain as they are, ith our 
rate of interest fixed at 6 per cent. I have no hesitation in saying 
that national-bank money is the best, cheapest, and safest paper 
money that can possibly be devised for a free people in a great Re- 
pe like ours; and hence I will not vote to repeal national free 

anking. 

Mr. KELLEY addressed the Chair. 

_Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I move that the committee do now 
rise. 

Mr. KELLEY. I hope the gentleman will yield to me for a few 
minutes. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I have no objection to letting the 
gentleman have five minutes. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman is not entitled to the floor to allow 
me any time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. WILLIS] 
has moved that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. KELLEY. Then 1 ask him to withdraw that motion for a few 
moments. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I withdraw it for the present. 

Mr. KELLEY. I only want time, Mr. Chairman, to felicitate my- 
self in this presence on my success in inducing the House to go into 
Committee of the Whole, in order, as the event has proved, to take 
measures to relieve a most oppressed and suffering class of our peo- 

le and to ask gentlemen to circulate very widely the speech they 
3 just heard. I am quite sure that the r stockholders and 
officers of our national banks are not aware of the suffering they are 
enduring and am confident that if they shall all be enabled to read 
the 9 h they will hasten to surrender the circulation 
which is costing them so much annually. 

No bank in my State, at least none that I know of, has ever declared 
an annual dividend of more than a hundred per cent., and I think 
that but few have made such dividends; but it is quite common for 
them to declare and pay dividends of 10 per cent. semi-annually, and 
to add a large amonnt to their surplus. 

Now, if the gentleman’s speech can only be carried into the bank 

arlors thronghout the country, an immense amount of property will 
5 relieved from the onerous taxation he has disclosed. Taxes so 
inordinate as to thus restrain the profits of national banks ought not 
to be imposed on any of the property of an American citizen, Not 
only are they, if the gentleman’s views are correct, paying a great 


price for the privilege of furnishing currency to the country, but they 
are making it much better as well as much cheaper than the Gov- 
ernment can. That is to say, he has proven, if he has succeeded in 
1 anything, that a bank- note which is redeemable in green- 

cks is very much better than its equivalent in greenbacks with 
which it is redeemable. This will be a grand piece of information to 
the people. They want as good a currency as they can get, and 
whenever they see what the gentleman has demonstrated, that the 
shadow is far more valuable and ee Sore the substance, they 
will, I fear, come in contact with the bank-officers and constrain us 
to repeal the provisions of law which permit banks to surrender and 
withdraw from circulation the better and cheaper currency, which, 
with such disinterested munificence they now provide for us. 

I believe I have said all that I wanted to say, and I close by im- 
ploring gentlemen to make known to the suffering bankers of the 
country the terrible price they are paying for the privilege of furnish- 


ing an ungrateful people this better and cheaper currency. 
W. , of New York. I now renew the motion that the com- 
mittee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SAYLER reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had under consideration the state of the 
Union generally and had come to no resdlution thereon. 


DOORKEEPER’S PAY-ROLLS. 


Mr. ROBERTS, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and to: 

Resolved, That the pay-rolls of the Doorkeeper for the month of October be, and 
they are hereby, referred to the Committee of Accounts, with instructions to ascer- 
tain and determine whether the same are correctly mado up; and the Clerk is hereb 
directed to make no payments on said rolls until they shall have been oxamin 
and approved by the said committee. 

_Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted in the follow- 


ing cases: 
fo Mr. MULLER, for six days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. WARNER, for one week. 
To Mr. LANDERS, for one week. 


RAILING AROUND THE OUTER LINE OF SEATS. 


Mr. HARDENBERG. I ask unanimous consent to offer the follow- 
ing resolution : 
s That a 8 of aray eens a tee er pe be 83 by the 
er 
Fee a$ ia Gatak tola ol ea fo e 
I offer that resolution at the request of a majority of the members 
who occupy seats on the onter circle. 
There being no objection, the resolution was considered and agreed 


Mr. HARDENBERG moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


V. H. M'CORMICK. 


Mr. STENGER. I ask unanimous consent to introduce at this time 
and have referred to the Committee of Accounts the resolution which 
I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be anthorized to pay to 
V. H. McCormick, special messenger and watchman for the Committee on - 
man’s Savings and Trust Company of the last Congress, the sum of $723.60, the 
amount due to him for services rendered during the Forty-fourth Congress and 
still unpaid, out of the contingent fund of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Should not that resolution be referred to the 
Committee on gal ener 

The SPEAKE he gentleman asks that it be referred to the 
Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. GARFIELD. It relates to a former Congress, and I think 
should go to the Committee on Appropriations or 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest the Committee of 

ai 


laims. 

Mr. STENGER. I have no objection to its reference to the Com- 
tee of Claims. 

The resolution was accordingly received and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

ADJOURNMENT OF SESSION. 

Mr. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means: 

Resolved by the House . faeces the Senate concurring herein,) That when 
the two Teta Esta fe ednesday, 15 Bth day of November luft this ex 
traordinary session will stand adjourned without day. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that the House now adjourn. 
The motion was a; ; and accordingly (at three o’clock and 


greed to 
thirteen minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BUNDY: Papers relating to the claim of John Heater for 
compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CANDLER: The petition of John Jones, Randolph H. Ram- 
sey, and William G. Lanterman, to be released from all ob sarono as 
sureties on the bond of W. E. Quillian, late postmaster at Milledge- 
ville, Georgia—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. CASWELL: The petition of the letter-carriers of Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin, for an increase of their salaries—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Missouri: The petition of John R. Pettus and 
other citizens of Missouri, for a paper currency not based upon coin— 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. ; 

By Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina: A paper relating to the estab- 
lishment of a post-route from Saint Lawrence to Simmon Grove, 
North Carolina—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petition of L. Madison Day, of New Orleans, 
Lonisiana, for the 5 fete of money paid for property confiscated 
and sold by the United States and afterward recovered by mortgagee— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GARDNER: The petition of Benjamin D. Lakin, to have 
refunded the amount paid by him for a substitute in the United 
States Army, he having been forced to serve in said Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of Jerome Van Name, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the claim of James Mil- 
linger for compensation for the use and destruction of property by 
the United States Army—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Mrs. M. V. Brown for com- 

nsation for the use and damage to the Washington and Alexandria 
Depts by the United States—to the same committee. 

tition of William Dodds for com- 
nsation for property destroyed by the United States Army—to the 
Bommittes on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of David McClelland for com- 
pensation for map of the District of Columbia, plates, &c., seized in 
1861 by order of the War Department—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of R. T. Bryan, for pay for salary- 
tables—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of the Viticultural Society of the 
District of Columbia and others, for the scientific cultivation of the 
lands as the permanent relief of labor, by the withdrawal of the sur- 
plus population of the cities and manufacturing centers of the United 
States into agricultural pursuits—to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

Also, the petition of F. E. Shepperd, for the removal of his politi- 
cal disabilities—to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

By Mr. KNOTT: Papers relating to the petition of Samnel Hay- 
croft for compensation for a house burned while used as a hospital 
by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of James Saffell for compen- 
sation for property lost while in the United States mail service—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: The petition of Susan Robb, mother of Levi 
R. Robb, late second lientenant Company H, Forty-fifth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, to be paid the amount of ‘extra pay proper” due her 
son at the time of his death—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of 17,000 citizens of Philadelphia, 
that the salaries of letter-carriers be fixed at $1,200 per annum—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Rouds. 

Also, the petition of mechanics, laborers, and other citizens of 
Pennsylvania, for the establishment of uniform hours of labor in 
navy-yards, &c., and for a proper discrimination in pay and salaries— 
to the Committee on Education and Labor: 

By Mr. POLLARD: A paper relating to the establishment of a 

t-route between Bethany, Missouri, and Ringgold, lowa—to the 

‘ommittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. POWERS: The petition of John Flynn, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bangor, Maine, for the increase of 
the compensation of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of S. E. Belcher, for compensation 
for property destroyed by the United States Army—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. SAMPSON: Papers relating to the petition of Henry Simons 
for bounty—to the Committee on Military Affai 


Also, papers relating to the 


‘airs. 

Also, papers ee to the petition of William H. Needham for 
compensation as an officer in the United States Army—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: Papers relating to the petition of R. P. Wil- 
son for the gs aa of taxes illegally collected from him by 
United States officiala—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Joseph R. Shannon for 
compensation for the steamer Burton, seized by the United States— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 


By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citizens of Lan- 
caster County, Pennsylvania, for the re of ‘the resumption act of 
1875, and the issue of greenbacks and the remonetization of silver— 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Abraham Alstead for an 
increase of pension—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Jacob and Elizabeth Sener, to have certain 
taxes and penalties refunded, collected by United States revenue 
officers—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Georgia: Papers relating to the petition of 
James Sutlive for compensation for care and storage of cotton belong- 
ing the United States—to the Committee on War Claima. 

y Mr. SWANN: Papers relating to the claim of Moore N. Falls 
for pay for services rendered under contract with the United States 
in keeping the harbor at Baltimore, Maryland, open and free from 
ice—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. VAN VORHES: Papers relating to the petition of Peter M. 
Ward for the correction of his Army record—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, 

Also, papers relating to the petition of W. D. L. Stanley, of similar 
import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Catharine Sheets, that she and her minor son, 
Willie Sheets, be granted pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, 

Also, the petition of Henry M. Davis, for relief—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. WADDELL: Papers relating to the claim of Richard Dillon 
for compensation for extra services and expenses while assistant 
superintendent of refugees, freedmen, and abandoned lands in North 
Carolina—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. WiLLIAMS, of Delaware: Papers relating to the claim of 
Hanson Harmon for compensation for rent of office for the clerk of 
pot cg States district court of Delaware—to the Committee of 


IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, November 2, 1877. 


Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D., Chaplain of the Senate, offered 
the following 
PRAYER. 


O Thon infinite, self-existent, eternal One, our Father in Heaven, 
before whose sight all time and space are as nothing, and all the life 
of all Thy creatures begins, unfolds, and changes according to the 
purpose Thy will decrees, we, Thy servants, come this day humbly 
to acknowledge the dispensation of Thy providence. We have heard 
the voice that calls to us out of the chamber of death, out of the 
mouth of the grave; and by faith we sce lifeless and prostrate the 
form of him who will share no more in these councils of the nation, 
whose great life-work has now been concluded in the eyes of all the 

ple. By faith we wituess the scene in yonder home, where a bro- 
en family sit down to-day in all the ashes of mourning. 

O Lord, our God, help us all, Thy servants, to recognize and hum- 
bly to submit in this event to Thy righteous will. May the Con 
and the nation together be sensible of Thy dealing, and when Thou 
comest nigh to us in cutting off men from tho face of the earth may 
we come nigh to Thee in loving confidence and filial trust, and in the 
ordering of our obedience to fulfill Thy pleasure, 

O Lord, our God, we are allin Thy hands to do with us as Thou 
wilt. Be very gracious unto us and help us. Regard tho cry of thoso 
who grieve in the bitterness of sorrow. Assuage all the anguish of 
loving hearts. Be merciful to the widow and the fatherless. Lift up 
this nation to a higher life of fortitude and virtue by the bereavements 
and the disasters we experience, so that light may come forth out of 
darkness, so that good may prevail over evil, and so that Thy saving 
help may be known among all nations. Through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


JOURNAL, 
The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of the proceedings of 
yesterday, when, on motion of Mr. RANsom, and by unanimous con- 
sent, the farther reading was dispensed with. 


ADJOURNMENT TO TUESDAY. 
Mr. RANSOM. I move that when the Senate adjourns to-day it 
journ to meet on Tuesday next. 
he motion was agreed to. 


DEATH OF SENATOR MORTON. 


Mr. McDONALD. Mr. President, it becomes my painful duty to 
announce to the Senate of the United States the death of my late 
colleague, Oliver P. Morton, of Indiana. 

He died at his family residence in the city of Indianapolis yester- 
day afternoon at half-past five o’clock. The funeral services and 
burial will take place on Monday the 5th of this month, at the city 
of his late residence. Atsome suitable time I will submit resolutions 
expressive of the sense of the Senate as to the loss sustained by the 
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country by the death of my late distinguished colleague. At pres- 
ent, that the Senate may be properly represented on the mournful 
oceasion of his funeral and to note the melancholy announcement, 
I submit the following resolutions and move their adoption: i 


Resolved, That a committee consisting of six Senators be appointed by the Chair 
to aitend the funeral obsequies of Hon. Oliver P. Morton, to take place at his late 
residence, at the city of Indianapolis, on Monday the 5th instant. 

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect for the memory of the deceased, the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were to unanimously. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed as the committee under the first 
resolution Messrs. MCDONALD, Davis of Illinois, BURNSIDE, BAYARD, 
CAMERON of Pennsylvania, and Boor; and (at twelve o’clock and 
eight minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frmay, November 2, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Joux Por D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and re 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to submit some resolutions calling for execu- 
tive information, and I ask unanimous consent that they may now 
be received and considered. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Let them be read. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. I object. 

Mr. WOOD. Does the gentleman object to their being read ? 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. I do not object to that. 


DIFFERENTIAL DUTIES ON SPANISH VESSELS, 


Mr. WOOD. Let the first resolution be read. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
s : 

322 8 
Spanish Government, and the orders and directions of the Trea ent 
to the collectors of customs in relation to the recent imposition of a differential 
duty of fifty cents per ton on Spanish vessels entering American ports, with such 
information in reference thereto as he may deem necessary. 

Mr. WOOD. This information is necessary for the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and I hope the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
PRIDEMORE] will not object. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the resolution is not be- 
fore the House. 

UNITED STATES BONDS SYNDICATE. 


Mr. WOOD. Let the next resolution be read, 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


of the contract made wi gn 
for the negotiation of the 4 per cent. of the United States, together with 
copies of all other papers relating thereto; and also with a statement as to the 
present condition of such nogotiation, and whether it remains in force as originally 
made without modification or change. 


Mr. WOOD. I hope the gentleman will not object to that. 
Mr. PRIDEMORE. I object. 


ARMY SURGEONS. 


Mr. WOOD. Let the other resolution be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to furnish the House of Rep- 
resentatives, at the carliest practicable moment, the following information: 

‘The number of commissioned medical officers of the United States Army now on 
duty in the District of Columbia ; the name, rank, and pay, rations and emoluments 
(in kind or commuted) of each; the commutation value of all emoluments of 
each; the cost to the Government of such rations or emoluments as are not com- 
muted the duty to which each officer is assigned, and the time he has been assigned 
thereto; and the difference in pay, rations, or emoluments (in kind or commuted) 
in each case between the present station of each oflicer and of tho same officer if 
stationed on the frontier. 

The number of contract surgeons pow employed in the District of Columbia; 
the name, rank, pay, rations, and emoluments (whether in kind or commuted) of 
each; the duty to which cach is assigned, and tho time ho has been assigned thereto; 
whether any, and, if so, each, of said contract surgeons are engaged in private prac- 
tice, and, if so, to what extent. 

The number of contract oe employed by the Surgeon-General of the Arm 
who are not graduates in medicine, giving the same information in each case as 
requested in the preceding 27 2 and in addition thereto the reasons for the 
employment and assignment in each case. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the resolutions are not 
before the House. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS. I am instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to report a bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878. I move that the bill 
be printed and referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union; and I give notice that on Wednesday next, after 
the morning hour, I shall move to proceed to the consideration of 
this bill in Committee of the Whole, and from day to day thereafter 
until it is disposed of. 


Mr. HALE. Would it not be well for the gentleman to say, 
“after the reading of the Journal?“ Something might happen to 
cut out the morning hour; and, if so, the Committee on Appropria- 
tions would not want to lose a day. 

Mr. ATKINS. I have no objection to the gentleman’s suggestion. 

Mr. HALE. The modification I suggest would be safer. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule, the motion to go into Committee 
of the Whole to consider a general appropriation bill would be, at 
any rate, in order immediately after the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. ATKINS] whether the Committee on Appropriations have 
considered anything abont the time for adjournment; whether there 
is any reasonable probability as to when we can end this extra ses- 
sion. There is considerable anxiety among members on this point. 

The SPEAKER. That subject has been referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means by a resolution which is now in their hands. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I make the inquiry because the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations has charge of the important business of the 
extra session. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will state, in reply to the gentleman from New 
York, that, although the subject he indicates has been informally 
discussed in the committee, it has not been by any means formally 
before us. 

The bill (H. R. No. 902) was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
referred and ordered to be printed; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be Jaid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRESERVATION OF MODELS OF PATENTS. 


Mr. VANCE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested to furnish this House 
with information as to whether any! ion is necessary in order to provide for 
— reservation of models or parts of models saved from the late fire at the Pat- 
en! ce. 

PENSIONS FOR MEXICAN VETERANS, ETC. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I ask unanimous consent to present a memorial 
of the National Association of Mexican Veterans; and, in accordance 
with their request, I ask that the same be printed in the RECORD, 

There being no objection, the petition was received, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD. It is as follows: 


Te the honorable the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 

Your petitioners, in behalf of their comrades, the National Association of Vet- 
eransof the Mexican War of 1846, a body composed of survivors of the army and 
navy en in that memorable conflict of arms with a foreign power, most respect- 
fully beg leave to renew their humble petition, submitted to Congress in February, 
1874, praying that a pension of $3 a month be allowed to ail surviving officers an 
meu who were en in the service during that warand received honorable dis- 
charge, the samo to continue during the b remainder of their natural lives; and 
also asking that the widows of deceased soldiers and sailors be included, as has been 
heretofore allowed by the act of Feb: 14, 1871, to the survivors of 1812. 

Your petitioners aro impressed with the belief that compliance with their pro- 
vious prayer has been delayed to this day in consequence of erroneous estimates 
submitted to the Senate by the Commissioner of Pensions, who had been 
called upon by the honorable chairman of the committee investigating the case to 
furnish reliable information as to the probable number ot survivors and the cost to 
the public Treasury if the just request were acceded to. ny 

By these estimates, so furnished from time to time, it was made to a thata 


eration, 
shown that the estimates of the Commissioner were founded upon grossly erroneous 

which would have been e: long ago had the mysterious process by 
which he worked out his conclusions been available to zout petitioners, 

The Commissioner's estimate conveys the ideas that the ratio of survivors of the 
war of 1812, forty-seven years after the commencement of that war, was ascertained 
by mathematical interpolation to be 3 in 8 of the troops enrolled, an? gave the re- 
sult of this calenlation as 40,100 survivors. To prove the 1 of this precon- 
ceived opinion, he adverts to the actual number of applications for pensions filed 
— to the passage of the act of 14, 1871, about 42,000 in round 
numbers. critical examination of the matter, however, readily exposes the error 
of the Pension Office. The total number of men 5 in war of 1812. as 
shown by the report of the Adjutant-General of March 4, 1850, was 471.622. Now, 
if the ratio adopted (3 in 8) had been 5 it would have shown 176,858 
survivors, of 40.100, as stated in the rn. 

Yet this false ratio, alleged to have been used in the 1812 case, has been utilized 
by the Pension Office to misrepresent the number of survivors of the Mexican war, 
amplified, however, to 4 in 8, in order to make up for the difference of time in the 
hich — 925 the extravagant result of about 52,500 survivors of the 

a 


V: naturally this estimate, emanating from an official source on a call for im- 
8 influence on the minds of bonorablo Senators 


in had a 
and Representatives, who felt the justice of the memorial presented to them, but 
were constrained to postpone action because of the drain on the Treasary 


su to be involved. 
the mean time, however, through the instrumentality of the national associ- 
ation in the several States and Territories ( for the purpose of rendcring 
r assistance to the aged and decrepit survivors, constituting perhaps three- 
2 of the membership, without asylum or pecuniary means at their command) 
rts have been made to learn the whereabouts of 


tion has 
States and Territories, according 
they served in Mexico, without special 
The whole number of survivors’ names thus 
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was 
found an average of 41 survivors to 25 of the ee ments; 45to 5 Indiana 
regiments; 43 to 5 Kentucky regiments; and 46 to 5 Ohio regiments unteers. 


records (report of Adjutan 2 whee there were 100,445 
troops, rank and file, employed during the war, and further examination will show 
there were 1,033 companies of men, being, according to the g given, an 
average of 97 men to the ey Multiplying the whole number of companies 
by the number of survivors fo in 400 companies gives a total of 8,780. (1,038 x 


8.5=8,780.) 

Your petitioners tfully submit that the above method of calculating the 
number of survivors of the Mexican war, most of whom participated in the late 
war, is far more practical than the ordinary processes; but in any estimate based 
on the number employed in the war, the facts should be takeninto the account that 
12,896 deaths occurred in the Army during the war from all causes; 2,778 were mus- 
tered, but immediately discha |, Without proceeding to the seat of war; and 
6,725 were deserters. In addition to the above, there were 9,749 soldiers di z 
on account of wounds and other disabilities incurred in the line of duty, which 
has already placed many of them on the pension-rolls. (the Pension Commissioner 
recently rej about 5,000 on the rolls;) and it is also well known that large 
numbers of the three, six, and twelve months’ volunteers re-enlisted after expira- 
tion of their terms. and their names are thus duplicated in the grand aggregate. 

In regard to the merits of the case, your petitioners respectfally invite attention 
to the resolutions of approval from various State tures, heretofore sub- 
mitted to Congress, and to the 99 of the minority of the House Com- 
mittee of Pensions in the Forty-third Con, which was also embraced in the 
report of the House committee of the Forty-fourth Con and received the 
—- approval of the House of Representatives on 4th of January, 1577, 
to wit: 

“VIEWS OF THE MINORITY. 


The minority of the Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom were referred the 
memorial of the National Convention of Mexican War Survivors, who assembled 
in Washington City on the 15th of January, 1874, asking to be placed on the pen- 
sion-rolls, and also bill (H. R- 577) granting pensions to the survivors of the Mex- 
ican war, have had the subject under consideration, and submit the following 
report as their views: 

“The Federal Government =. 8 the policy of rewarding ita soldiers and 
sailors who periled their lives in the military and naval service to save the life of 
the Republic with donations out of the public domain as well as by moneyed pen- 
sions. This policy has been steadily adhered to as wise, qt and hnmane. 

“ The soldiers and sailors of the Mexican war of 1846 and 1843 suffered incredible 
hardships under a tropical sun and in a malarious climate, and by endurance, valor, 
and indomitable energy vanquished their foes and brought victory to our arms in 
a manner so glorious as to deserve at the hands of the country the recognition 
prayed for in their memorial. 

“The fruits of the Mexican war resulted in adding an immense area of rich terri- 
tory to our public domain, out of which new States have been carved and others 
are yet to be added, besides a mineral wealth that has not only given great im- 
petas to, but has enlarged and diversified the industry and commerce of, the western 
continent, 

“The war commenced in the spring of 1846, and our soldiers were disbanded in 
July, 1843. Thus, in about two years, our marched into an enemy's country 
of vast extent, lying more than a thousand m from the center of our popula- 
tion, 553 eight millions of people, subdued them, and dictated their own 


terms of peace. 
“ What did we gain by that war? The great State of Texas was involved. The 
Mexicans clai that vast territory. This peace enabled us to establish her 
resent lines and sever her forever from thatdomination. By the treaty of Guada- 
upe Hi of February 2, 1848, and the Gadsden purchase of December, 1853, 
Mexico ceded to the United States the ee now covered by the States of Cali- 


its statistics for ‘of the newly-acquired 
territory in 1850 increased to 
1,772,000 persons. The total wealth in 1850 was $81,062,199; but in 1870 it had 
swelled to $965,622,071. But so rapidly have the population and wealth increased 
soe the pes Phoebe ely least 3 rey be added to 25 fi = 

ears since ing census, whic! ive us over two million in- 
habltan a all the industries of the 


Take, fer example, the year 1860, and the total product of gold and silver in the 
i 2 ted to 951,500, the fo! 


500, 
Ne ——— — —— — —— — 3 14. 000, 000 
Total ....... —— x — 42, 000, 000 


“And if this should be taken as an avi 83 1850, say for the past twen- 
mae years, then we will have a yield of 15 000.000, or over one billion dollars 

his enormous sum been sufficient of itself to give an im to the commerce 
of the whole continent, and has had its influence on the civilized world. But the 
mining resources of this section are believed to be inexhaustible. We have but 
just commenced, as it were, to dig the hidden wealth imbedded in this El Dorado 
of America. A recent discovery of a bonanza in the silver mines of Nevada is 
variously estimated by wining engineers to be worth 000,000 to a sum 
5 belief, +tated as high as 81, 500.000. 000. 

“Bat this territory was not only valuable in itself on account of its intrinsic 
wealth and resources, but it became the great highway to the Pacific Ocean and 
the Orient for the older and more. densely populated States of the-Union. In this 
respect alone it would more than compensate for all the expenditures of the Mexi- 
can war. Who is capable of estimating the value and importance of this acquisi- 
tion or by what method can it be estimated? If we undertake to fix a value upon 
it, we must do so by statistics of what it is now and what it was when acquired, 
comparing the one with the other in all the changes that have been wrought. But 
this must fail to give any just idea of its greatness and value to the country. We 


m, for what consideration would tho 
785 square miles, with its two millions of 


can form & botter JAAR IT SOKIN Ihs 

General Government part with thi & 

people and untold resources and commanding pa in tho continent, holding in 
t 


ts arms the great gateway to the empires of East? No money consideration 
could buy it at all; its value is beyond price; we could not do without it; we can 
see it in a brightand glorious future of a dense population, contai: the true 
characteristics of wealth, refinement, and a high order of ci No war 
ene ee yy ad country has produced such results in so short a time and no troops 
uitted themselves with more honor and made greater sacrifices during that 
penod of their service. Having gained for the whole country that which for value 
cannot be estimated, aud having reached a period when many of these veterans 
are in need, many of them in absolute want, and without the privilege of asylum 
in the home established by a fund in which every soldier who served in Mexico 
has an interest, the country should not refuse to reward such faithful and worthy 
soldiers who entered service in 1546, twenty-nine years ago, must 


riots. These 
pers fifty years of age, and are too feeble to com with youn; 
physical labor. The proceedings of the convention an — of the officers of 
the association appointed by the convention to gather i in to the 
ng veterans have been submitted to the commi 
housand are known to be alive. From the testimouy 


umaa 3 . 

t appears t less ton t 
cent. of the whole number 
the war from beginning to 


submitted, the committee are of opinion that 10 

of officers, soldiers, sailors, and marines engaged 

end will cover, in round num the survivors. Of this number a large propor- 
tion are now on the pension. rolls for wounds received in Mexico and in later wars. 
Several of the State islatures have passed 1esolutions requesting their Repre- 
sentatives in to favor the of a law granting pensions to these old 
soldiers; and if the question were left to the decision of the people by a popular 
vote, in view of all the facts, the pension would undoubtedly be allowed by an 
overwhelming majority. 

“These soldiers have fought those battles and acquired that territory and, with- 
ont to past or present political views, should be recognized by the Govern- 
ment. Such an act would bring about a reconciliation between the two sections 
of our country more — kisa any other act upon the part of the Government.” 

Hoping your honorable body will give our humble petition such consideration 
as it deserves, and ut an early ubseribe ourselves, by authority of the 


national association, 
J. W. DENVER, President. 
ALEXR. M. Kenapay, First Secretary. 


PAY OF LETTER-CARRIERS, 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial of Hon. 
Samuel M. Bubier, mayor of the city of Lynn, Massachnsetts, with 
all other city officers and 1,000 citizens, approving the system of dis- 
tributing letters by carriers and asking that the pay of the carriers 
may be increased ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I ask consent to offer a petition of the mayor 
and 7,000 citizens of Brooklyn, in favor of increasing the salaries of 
the faithful letter-carriers. 

The SPEAKER. Understanding that quite a number of members 
have such petitions as that which has just been referred, the Chair 
would ask consent that these petitions may all be presented at one 
time. Is there objection? 

Mr. CARLISLE, What is the necessity for the presentation of 
these petitions in open House ? 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule they can be presented at the 
Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Then I shall object. 

Mr. SAYLER. I hope the gentleman will allow me to present a 
petition. 

Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
903) to fix the pay of letter-carriers, and to repeal section 3866 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WADDELL. On behalf of the Post-Office Committee, I wish 
to say, in reference to these petitions for increasing the pay of letter- 
carriers, that the committee would be glad to have them all sent in 
as rapidly as possible. We have now abont a ton of such petitions 
in the committee-room; and we are desirous of reporting on the sub- 
ject at the earliest possible moment. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CLYMER. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins at thirty-two minutes 
after twelve o’clock. This being Friday the committee will be called 
for private business only. 


R. R. DAVIS AND J. C. BACON. 


Mr. BANNING. The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the application of Robert R. Davis and James C. Bacon for 
leave to withdraw from the files of the House their respective dis- 
charges from the United States Army, have instructed me to report 
the same back with a recommendation that such leave be granted. 

The report of the committee was agreed to, and leave granted ac- 
cordingly. 


we 8. 


COMMITTEE CLERKS. 


Mr. ROBERTS, from the Committee of Accounts, submitted the 
following report: 


The Committee of Accounts, to whom was referred the following resolntion— 

St That the Committe of Accounts be, and they are hereby, instructed 
to designate the committees of this House which are entitled to clerks under the 
act of March 3, 1877, and to report to this House 
Tes liy state that they have considered said resolution. and designate the 
following committees as entitled to clerks, in the manner hereinafter indicated : 

1. To the Committee of Elections, a clerk. 

2. To the Committee on est and Carrency, a clerk, who shall also act as 
clerk to the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury Department. 

3. To the Committee on Commerce, a clerk. 


4. To the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, a clerk, 
5. To the Committee for the District of Columbia, a clerk. 

6. To the Committee on the Judiciary, a clerk. 

7. To the Committee on Indian Affairs, a clork. 

8. To the Committee on Education and Labor, a clerk, who shall also act as 
clerk to the Committee on Expenditares in the State Department and to the Com- 
mittee on the Mississippi Levees. 

9. To the Committee on Manufactures and the Committee on Agriculture and to 
the Committee on the Militia, jointly, a clerk. 

10. To the Committee on Naval Affairs, a clerk. 

11. To the Committee on Military Affairs, a clerk. 

12. To the Committee on 3 Affairs, a clerk. 

13. To the Committee on the Territories, a clerk, who shall also act as clerk to 
the Committee on Mines and Mining. 

14. To the Committee on Private Land Claims, a clerk, who shall also act as 
clerk to the Committee on Pablic Expenditures. 

15. To the Committee on the Pacific Railroad and to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, jointly, a clerk. 

16. To the Committee on Patents, a clerk. 

17. To the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, a clerk, who shall also 
act as clerk to the Committee on Expendstures on Public Buildings and to the 
Committee on Expenditures in the Interior Department. 

18. To the Committee of Accounts, a clerk, who shall also act as clerk to tho 
Committee on Mileage. 

19. To the Joint Committee on Printing, a clerk, who shall also act as clerk to 
the Committee on Expenditures in the Post-Oflice Department and to the Commit- 
tee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

20. To the Committecon the Revision of the Laws of the United States, a clerk, 
who shall also act as clerk to the Committee on Expenditures in the Navy Depart- 


ment. 
21. To the Committee on Railways and Canals, a clerk, who shall also act as clerk 
to the Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Justice and to the Com- 


mittee on Expenditures in the War Department. 
CHARLES B, ROBERTS, 
irman Committee of Accounts. 


The SPEAKER. The question is on the adoption of the report of 
the Committee of Accounts. 
Mr. HOOKER. I submit the following amendment: 


Amend by inserting one for tho Committee on the Library. 


Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. Speaker, our duty was clearly assigned under 
the resolution referred to the Committee of Accounts, and it went 
only to thé appointment of twenty-one clerks provided for in the ap- 
propriation vill, Therefore, I think this amendment is clearly out of 
order for the reason that the twenty-one clerks provided for by law 
have already been assigned under the report jnst read. 

Mr. HALE. Ihope the gentleman from Maryland will not insist 
in his objection to the amendment of the gentleman from Mississippi. 
The Committee on the Library this year will have very important 
matters before it, the whole question of the construction of the 
Library building: as to where it shall be; ee gu of this Cap- 
itol or outside in one of the squares of this city, and all the adverse 
questions always arising in reference to that institution in which we 
all take such pride. I know from the construction of the committee 
that my friend from New York, [ Mr. Cox, ] the chairman, who is mod- 
est enough not to urge this matter, having ample time, will give it 

‘his attention, and the other members of the committee will follow 
him in this, so that the whole subject matter of the Library and the 
subjects incidental thereto will be thoroughly considered in that 
committee. I have no personal interest in this matter whatever, be- 
ing merely a minority member of the committee. 

Mr RMN ED I should like to ask the gentleman from Maine a 
question, 

Mr. HALE, I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. MONROE. I have no disposition to oppose the proposition of 
the gentleman from Mississippi, but I wish to ask a question which 
will enable the House better to understand what the relations of the 
different portions of the joint committee are. It has been custom- 
ary heretofore for the Senate committee to furnish a clerk, and that 
clerk would do all the business which the committee formerly had 
before it. But I appreciate the point made by the gentleman from 
Maine. I merely wish to ask, for the information of gentlemen mak- 
ing inquiries, whether it is proposed each branch of this joint com- 
mittee should have a clerk, or whether it is pro a clerk should 
be appointed here for the whole joint committee 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman will readily see while in ordinary ses- 
sions of Congress when the clerk furnished by the Senate might 
answer, when important matters are to come up, as will be the case 
during this Congress when the Houses may be in antagonism and 
when it will be important that the committees should meet sepa- 
rately upon the one side as well as the other, we do not want the 
Senate to have ae advantage over this House. I do not think m 
friend from Ohio does, and as this is a small matter I hope there will 
be no further objection to the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. Speaker, the point of order I make is that the 
act of March 3, 1877, provides for twenty-one committee clerks at $6 
a day each. The report submitted from the Committee of Accounts 
contemplates only the committee clerks provided for by that act, and 
we have assigned in the report just read those twenty-one clerks pro- 
vided for as we thought just and proper. Now, it may be that the 
Committee on the Library are entitled to a clerk, and it so this can 
be accomplished by a resolution introduced to the House and the 
House passing upon it. But I am not willing to accept that as an 
amendment to the resolution just reported by the Committee of Ac- 
counts. 
` The SPEAKER. The Chair does not sustain the point of order, for 
the reason that it is not the province of the Chair to restrict the House 
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or any member of the House in any degree as to amendments. It will 
be seen that in this instance the House might first add another clerk‘ 
= ap subsequently go on and strike out a clerk in lieu of the one 


Mr. ROBERTS. I respectfully submit that that might be done if 
the motion were made in that form; but that is not the amendment 
that is offered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will see that it is not competent 
for the Chair to restrict the House on the subject of amendments. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I desire to ask a further question in this connec- 
tion, because this subject is certainly not properly understood, There 
is provision made in the act of March 3, 1877, for the payment of 
twenty-one clerks at $6 a day each. If the House adds an additional 
clerk making the number twenty-two, where is the pay of the addi- 
tional clerk tocome from under that act? If, however, it is proposed 
to have additional clerks without pay, I am agreeable the gentlemen 
shall have as many as they desire. 

The SPEAKER. This is a matter entirely for the House to deter- 
mine, 

Mr. HOOKER. In answer to the argument offered to the House 
by the gentleman from Maryland, a ROBERTS, ] the chairman of 
the Committee on Accounts, I would say it is not at all impossible 
that we may still comply with the law he has referred to by making 
it the duty of some clerk attached to another committee to act as 
clerk to the Committee on the Library. As has been well suggested 
by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HaLx, ] while this committee 
may have been regarded heretofore as having merely formal duties 
to perform, it may be otherwise this session, if it is true, as I hope 
it is, that they will have to determine the question submitted from 
the other end of this Capitol, from the Senate, as to the manner 
in which a new Library shall be constructed, as to whether or not 
there shall be an extension of the old building, as proposed, I believe, 
by the Senator from Vermont, or whether an entirely new building 
shall be constructed. 

The House is aware of the fact that at the last session of Congress 
there were submitted a variety of plans to the Committee on tho 
Library, one of which I was kindly furnished with by the architect 
who drew it; and the others I have also seen. I believe the Library 
of the Congress of the United States is now the third in point of num- 
ber of volumes in the world. It has increased at an extraordinary 
rate, so much so that it is impossible to provide for it in the rooms now 
appropriated for the keeping of the Library of Cougress. If this 
question, then, should come up for consideration, this committee will 
have a very important duty to perform, and I think it is quite as iin- 
portant to have a clerk to aid in the discharge of these duties as in 
the case of many of the committees for which the chairman of the 
Committee of Accounts has provided. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, so far as the necessity for a clerk of 
this committee is concerned, based on the idea that certain duties 
may devolve upon this committee, I think when that shall take place 
it will be ample time for the Committee on the Library to come 
before the House and ask foraclerk for thatreason. Only yesterday 
an additional page was added contrary to tholaw, Now to-day that 
is followed with a proposition for an additional clerk to a committee, 
Those of us who were herein the Forty-third Congress know how 
this when once commenced will grow. Daring the last Congress we 
went to work on the line of economy and have been boasting about 
it to the country; and I do hope, sir, that we are not so soon to aban- 
don the reducive policy on which we then entered. For one I am not 
for increasing expenditure. The Committee of Accounts are here 
opposing it. If there is any necessity for this additional clerk, the 

uestion ag ax certainly to be passed upon by that committee first. 
hope the Honse will not deviate from so reasonable a, policy. 

Mr. KELLEY, It is very well known to old members of this House 
that I am not an economist, but there may be measures of extrava- 
gance so rant that I feel compelled to revolt against them, And 
this is one of them. I havesome recollection of having been on the 
Library Committee when its members were required to travel as ex- 
tensively as my friend from Maine [Mr. HALE) suggests he and his 
coll es may have todo, We were then charged with the ques- 
tion of extending the Library by incorporating the wings with it, 
which was done, We had harga of the question as to whether cer- 
tain buildings should be erected in the propagating garden, and, if 
80, in what part of the garden; and it gave us a very active time. 
Yet we got along without three clerks; and I do not see why, if the 
Senate is to have one and the House one, the joint committee should 
not also have one, because I am sure that the labors will oppress the 
two so much that they will need an auxiliary clerk to get through 
them, especially as the committee meets once a month, if it meets 
regularly. [Laughter.] But during the time I was on the commit- 
tee there was frequently much difliculty in getting so august a body, 
composed of leading members of each House, together, and the meet- 
ings sometimes occurred as frequently as once in three months, 

. HARRISON rose. 

Mr. KELLEY. Upon the whole, therefore, although I am not, like 
my friend who proposes to follow me, a very rigid economist, I must 
vote against this proposition. 

Mr. ARRISON. Ta it permissible at this time tò offer an amend- 
ment, or should the pending amendment be first disposed of? 

The SPEAKER, amendment to the amendment is in order. 


1877. 
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Mr. HARRISON. I will wait until the pending amendment is dis- 
t 


of. 

The question was put on the motion of Mr. HOOKER, and the 
Speaker announced that the noes appen to have it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I was about to make a remark when the 
Chair put the question. z 

The SPE R. The Chair waited for the gentleman ; but he will 
hear him now. . 

Mr. COX, of New York. I would like to say to the members of the 
House that this Committee on the Library has been considered by 
the Speaker and others a very im t committee. [Laughter.] 
Nobody who has not served on this committee knows what it has to 
do. The Speaker knows very well what arduous duties are devolved 
on the chairman of that committee. [Laughter.] Now, I would 
like to make that committee respectable. [Laughter.] I would like 
to elevate it in position before the House in this way. We have the 

uestion of the building of the proposed new library before us; we 

all have the copyright question before us again. The Senate has 
a clerk at the other end of the committee, and every day almost 
every member of this House comes to the chairman of that commit- 
tee for a bouquet. [Laughter.] I shall not 1 up to the chairman 
on the Library what was meant for mankind in bouquets. [Laugh- 
i The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] knows very 
well that no man can do his duty here and attend to the bouquet 
business. [Laughter.] 

Mr. KELLEY. Do you propose to delegate that duty to the clerk? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I propose that the clerk shall take a part 
of the labor. à 

Mr. KELLEY. What will the country do for copies of yonr auto- 
graph, if you allow the clerk to give orders for bouquets? [Laugh- 
ter. 

r. COX, of New York. My wife always writes my autograph. 
(Laughter. ] h f 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will again submit the question to the 


ouse. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have not quite finished yet. The gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. ROBERTS] has reported in favor of clerks 
to some committees here which are utterly useless, as I know from 
practical knowledge of the business of the House. He has reported 
a clerk for the Committee on Manufactures, the Committee on Agri- 
culture, and the Committee on the Militia; and those committees 
will not have to do as much labor as will the Committee on the Li- 
brary. That is all I have to say. 

Mr. HUBBELL, I desire to inquire what is the pending amend- 


ment? 

The SPEAKER. It is to adda clerk for the Committee on the 
Library, as proposed by the gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. HOOKER. ] 

The question was again put on Mr. HOOKER’s amendment; and on 
a division there were—ayes 77, noes 105. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr, HARRISON rose. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I demand the previous question on the adoption 
of the report of the committee. 

Mr. HARRISON. I would like to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. ROBERTS] that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HAR- 
RISON] was, as it were, recognized by the Chair, and the Chair would 
suggest that the previous question should be allowed to include his 
amendment, although the Chair is not aware what it is. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I will hear the amendment. 

Mr. HARRISON, I movetostrike out in thenineteenth paragraph 
of the report the words “and reform in the civil service.” The clerk 
of that committee is assigned to three committees. The Committee on 
Reform in the Civil Service is far more important than many other 
committees in this House that have one and some of them two clerks. 
It intends to be a committee that will do a large amount of duty, 
and to assign to that committee the third of a clerkship would make 
our committee utterly useless, so far as a clerk goes. I hope that 
this will be stricken ont, and when the time comes when the com- 
mittee commences to discharge its duties they will be allowed to 
have a clerk for themselves. I will not insist on my amendment 
now, but will give notice that at the proper time I shall ask for a 
clerk to that committee. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I now move the previous question. 

The 28 question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Is any provision made in this report for a clerk 
to the Committee of Claims? 

The SPEAKER. That is one of the five permanent clerks of com- 
mittees under the law. 

The question was taken on agreeing to the report, and it was 


8 
. COX, of New York. With the permission of the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. ROBERTS] I desire to offer an amendment which 
I think will be acceptable to him, and it is that the clerk of the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures and Agriculture and on the Militia be also 
the clerk to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I have no objection to that. 

By unanimons consent, the amendment of Mr. Cox, of New York, 
was entertained, and agreed to. Š 
Mr. WRIGHT. I want to understand this thing. 


VI 15 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is rather too late. 
Mr. WRIGHT. I want to make an inquiry. It is, whether this 
Committee on the Library, which is added to other committees for 


which one clerk is provided, is to be first or last. If it is put at the 
tail-end of the list I will not object. 

The SPEAKER. The report, as amended, has been agreed to. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The call of committees was resumed and concluded. 

The SPEAKER. The next business in order is the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour of yesterday. 

Mr. EWING. I now withdraw the motion to recommit the bill re- 
ported from the Committee on Banking and Currency, which motion 
was pending at the close of the morning hour yesterday. 

Mr. CONGER. Are we not still in the morning hour of Friday? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not expired, but the call 
of committees for reports of a private nature has been concluded. 

Mr. CONGER. I object to considering the bill from the Committee 
on Banking and Currency at this time, because it is not a private 


bill. 

The SPEAKER. The call of committees has been concluded, and 
there are no purer bills reported. 

Mr. CONGER. This is a public bill. 

The SPEAKER. It comes up as privileged, being the unfinished 
business of the morning hour of yesterday. 

Mr. CONGER. I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 128. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Friday in every week shall be set apart for the consideration of private bills and 
private business in preference to any other, unless otherwise determined by a ma- 
jority of the House. 

Mr. EWING. I had the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the gentleman. 

Mr. EWING. I have withdrawn the motion. 

Mr. CONGER. I rise to a point of order. It is that the Honse has 
not determined to proceed to the consideration of publie business, 
and therefore this bill is not now in order under the rule which has 
just been read, and which says, “ unless otherwise determined by a 
majority of the House.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot accomplish im bilities. If 
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] will be kind enough to 
state what * bill there is which this would interfere with 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair is undoubtedly able to understand and 
enforce the rule, which says that on Friday private business shall be 
considered to the exclusion of all other business, “unless otherwise 
determined by a majority of the House.” The House has not deter- 
mined that public business should be taken up, and I make the motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

SPEAKER. The Chair cannot but be aware of the fact that 
there is no Private Calendar yet formed; there is no private business 
to the consideration of which the House can p The Chair 
thinks that he ought to exercise a little common sense, and p 
to the consideration of the next privileged business, which is the un- 
finished business of the morning hour of yesterday. 

Mr. CONGER. If the Chair is making an effort in that direction, 
I certainly should be unwilling to interfere with him. [Great 
laughter.) 

REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 


The SPEAKER. The businessnow before the House is the bill (H. 
R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments.” The pending ques- 
tion is upon the motion of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. EWING] to 
recommit the bill to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. EWING, I withdraw the motion to recommit. I am instructed 
by the Committee on Banking and Currency, for the purgosa of giv- 
ing the opportunity for debate and amendment for which gentlemen 
seem to be solicitous, to ask unanimous consent that the committee be 
permitted to substitute for its bill the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort,] and that the amendment so 
substituted be made the special order for Tuesday the 13th instant 
after the morning hour and from day to day thereafter until disposed 
of, with the understanding that two amendments may be offered 
before the demand for the previous question. 

I may state in making this request that the committee thinks the 
bill reported by it is of precisely the same effect as the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. Fonr.] The bill of the 
committee proposes to repeal the whole of the third section of the 
resumption law. That third section of the law, passed on the 14th 
of January, 1875, repealed all the restrictions upon banking, as to 
the gate amount of bank enrrency and also as to its distribu- 
tion. It repealed section 5177 of the Revised Statutes, which fixes 
the aggregate at $354,000,000; and it also repealed the sections fol- 
lowing down to section 5181, which sections provided for the com- 
pulsory withdrawal and redistribution of bank currency. If that 
section, which by its repealing clauses made banking free, be now 
itself wholly repealed, the former restrictions and limitations repealed 
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by it will not be restored. That is true as a proposition of law. It 
is specially provided by section 12 of chapter 2 of the Revised 
Statutes that— 

Whenever is repealed, which repealed a former act, such former act shall 
not thereby 8 unless it shall be expressly so 5 

The committee therefore believed when reporting its bill, and still 
believes, and has no doubt about the question, that if its bill should 
become a law banking will still be free. The amendment of the 

entleman from Illinois was pro under an apprehension that 
the repeal of the whole of the third section of the resumption law 
might restore the restrictions on the aggregate amount of bank cir- 
culation and on its distribution. For the purpose of quieting any 
fear of that sort the committee is willing to accept the amendment 
of the gentleman from Illinois as a substitute for its bill. 

I will now restate the uest of the committee: It asks unani- 
mous consent that the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois be 
accepted in lien of the committee’s bill; that the amendment so ac- 
cepted be made the special order for Tuesday, the 13th instant, after 
the morning hour and from day to day thereafter until disposed of, 
with the understanding that two amendments may be offered prior 
to the demand for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has a single suggestion to make to the 
gentleman from Ohio: that this proposition be made subject to the 
action of the House on the general appropriation bill, if it should 
not be through by that time. 

Mr. EWING. I consent to that modification. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I wish to inqnire of the gentleman from Ohio 
what two amendments he proposes to allow. 

Mr. EWING. Any two amendments that may be agreed upon by 
opponents of the bill. : 

Mr. HUBBELL. Then I ask the gentleman whether he will allow 
a substitute, which I will now send to the desk and have read, to be 
considered as pending as an amendment. It is very short. 

Mr. EWING. The opponents of the bill may agree upon the amend- 
ments they desire to offer, but it is our intention to allow only two 
amendments. 

Mr. HUBBELL. Will the gentleman allow this substitute to be 
read? and then he can determine whether it will be admitted. 

Mr. EWING. We have not time. The morning hour is already 
more than half gone. 

Mr. HUBBELL. Then I shall object to the gentleman's proposi- 


tion. 

Mr. EWING. Very well. 

Mr. PHILLIPS and Mr. KELLEY rose. 

Mr. EWING. I cannot yield. Objection being made to the request 
of the committee, I yield the floor to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. Fort] to offer his amendment. 

Mr. FORT. I offer as a substitute the amendment which I send 
to the desk. i 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following : 

That all that on of the acta ved January 14, 1875, entitled “ An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie pa ts, which reads as follows, to wit: 


And whenever, and 80 often as circulating notes shall be issued to any such 
bank: so increasin, tal 


otes, 
And on and after the Ist day of 7 anno Domini 1879, the Secretary 
shall redeem, in coin, the United States | -tender notes then outstand- 
ing, on their ntation for redemption at the office of the Assistant Treasurer 
of the United States in the city of New York, in sums of not less than $50. 
And to enable the Secretary the 


issue, sell, and 

seen of the United States described in the act of Congress bs perth 14, 1870, 
tie privileges, and exetptions, to tho extant necensary to carry this act tnt fali 
1 

Siteet nud to ase the procecta themgol far tha purposes DEUAN be, pl Coa semis 
is hereby, repealed. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, is it in my power, under the instruc- 
tion of the committee, to accept that amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. EWING. I now demand the previous question on the bill and 
amendment. 20 55 

Mr. HALE. Pending that demand, I move to lay the bill and 
amendment on the table. 

Mr. CALKINS, I ask the gentleman from Ohio to allow me to 
offer an amendment. 

Mr. EWING. I cannot yield now for any further amendment. I 

ield the floor for eight minutes to the gentleman from New York 
iar. CHITTENDEN] for the purpose of debating this question. 

Mr. HALE. I unders the gentleman to call the previous ques- 
tion; and pending that I believe I had the right to move, as I did, 
that the bill and amendment be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. That is the gentleman’s right. The gentleman 
from Ohio demanded the previous question on the bill and amend- 
ment, pending which the gentleman from Maine has moved that the 
bill and amendment be laid on the table. 


Mr. FORT. Has the gentleman from Ohio yielded for that purpose? 


Mr. HALE. I call for the yeas and nays on my motion. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I understand that the gentleman reporting a 


proposition from a committee has the right to occupy one hour after 
the previous question has been orde At the end of that hour, 
and before the vote is taken, the gentleman from Maine may move 
to lay the bill on the table, but he has not that right now. 

The SPEAKER. The tleman from Maine is clearly in time. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I submit that he cannot take the floor from the 
gentleman from Ohio, who has the right to occupy it for one hour, 

The SPEAKER. But the previous question ha been demanded, 
it is the right of any gentleman to move to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr, EWING. The gentleman from Maine had not the floor for that 
parpom; I held the floor. 

r. SPRINGER. At the end of an hour the gentleman may make 
such a motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the forty-second rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received but to adjourn, to 
lie on the table, for the previous question, to 8 to a day certain, to commit 
or amend, to ——_ indefinitely ; which several motions shall have precedence 
in the order in which they are arranged, e targeted eee y vertain, 
to commit, or to postpone 3 being decided, s beagain allowed on the 
same day and at the same stage of the bill or proposition. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. SPRINGER] will 
see that, under the rule just read, the motion of the gentleman from 
Maine is in order. 

Mr. HALE. I have called for the yeas and nays on my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine moves that the bill 
and pending amendment be laid on the table, and on that motion calls 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 107, nays 140, not 
voting 43; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley Ballon, Banks, Bisbee, Blair, Boyd, 
Brewer, Bri, Bundy, Burchard, Burdick, Cain, Campbell, Candler, Caswell, 
laflin, Cole, Conger, Covert, Jacob D. Cox. Cra Cummings, Cut- 

ler, Danford, Darrall, Horace Davis, Deering, Denison, Dunnell, Eames, Eickhoff, 
paw ele a aera Freeman, Frye, Gibson, Giddings, Hale, Hardenbergh, Ben- 
min W. Hazelton, Hendee, Henderson, Abram S. Hewitt, Hiscock, 
ubbell, Hun ‘ord, k Jones, John S. Jones, Joyce, Keightley, Leonard, 
Lindsey, I g, Luttrell, Maish, Mayham, MoCook. McGowan, McKinley, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morrison, Morse, Norcross, O'Neill, Overton, Pacheco, Page, 
Patterson, Peddie, Pollard, Powers, Price, Quinn, Rainey, Reed, William W. Rice, 
George D. Robinson, Sam Schleicher, Sinnickson, A Herr Smith, Stenger, 
Stewart, John W. Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Strait, Thoruburgh, Amos Townsend, 
ts, Charles G. Will- 


Martin I. Townsend, Veeder, Ward, Watson, Welch, Wi 

iams, James Williams, Richard Williams, Benjamin A. Willis, Wood, and Wren— 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Atkins, John H. Baker, Banning, Bayne, Bel, Bick- 

nell, Blackburn, pea Boone, Bouck, Brentano, Bridges, Brogden, Browne, 

Bue , Cabell, John W. well, W. P Caldwell, Calkins, Cannon. Carlisle, 


Chalmers, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Ciymer, 
Cobb, Cook, Samuel S. Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Culberson, Davidson, 4 
Davis, Dibrell, Dickey, Durham, Eden, Elam, Ellis, Errett, James L. Evans, John II. 
Evins, Ewing, Felton, Finley, Fort, Franklin, Fuller, Gardner, Garth, Glover, 
Soong Koheroa i Hamilton, Hanna, Harmer, Henry R. Jobn T. Harris, Har- 
rison, Hartzell, Haskell, Hatcher, Haves, Henkle, Henry, Herbert, Goldsmith W. 
Hewitt, Hooker, House, Humphrey, Hunter, Hunton, Ittner, James Taylor Jones, 
Keifer, Kelley, Kenna, Kimmel, Knapp, Knott, Lat . Ligon, Lynde, Mackey, 


3 Martin, McKenzie, Mc oney, Morgan, Muldrow, 
Oliver, Phel Reagan, Americus 


V. Rice, Riddle, Robbi son, Milton S. Robinson, Sayler, Scales, 
Sexton.” Shallenbe: 2. Shelley, Singleton, Slemons, William E. Smith, Sparks, 
inger, Steele, Swann, Richard W. Town- 

* 


OTING—Messrs. William H. Baker, Beebe, Benedict, Bliss, Bragg, 
‘ht, Butler, Camp, Alvah A. Clark, Rush Clark. Collins, Douglas, Dwight, L New- 
F Gause, Hart orgensen, Ketcham, 


ham, Kil- 
arry White 


ton 


ADDELL stated that he was paired with Mr. GARFIELD, 
who, if present, would vote in the affirmative, while he himself would 
vote in the negative. 

Mr. BANNING stated that his colleague, Mr. SOUTHARD, was de- 
tained at home by sickness in his family. 

Mr. SAPP stated that he was paired with Mr. LANDERS, who, if 
present, would vote in the affirmative, while he would vote in the 


tive. 
1 8 JORGENSEN stated that he was paired with Mr. WHITE, of 
Pennsylvania, who, if present, would vote in the negative, while he 
would vote in the affirmative. 
Mr, FORNEY stated that he was paired with Mr. WARNER, who, 
if present, would vote in the affirmative, while he would vote in 


the 1717 7 

Mr. ENBERGH stated that his colleague, Mr. PUGH, was 
paired with Mr. REILLY. 

Mr. SLEMONS stated that his colleague, Mr. GAUSE, was detained 
from the House on account of sickness, 

On motion of Mr. FRANKLIN, by unanimous consent, the reading 
of the names was dispensed with. 

The vote was then annonnced as above recorded. 

Mr. CONGER. Has the morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER: It has. 
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ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. ATKINS. Lask unanimous consent to submit the following 
resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That when the House adjourns to-day it be to meet on Tuesday next, 
with the understanding that no business be transacted. 

Mr. ATKINS. I understand the Senate has adjourned over until 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. MILLS. I object. 

Mr. ATKINS. Then I offer the following resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

3 That when the House adjourns to-morrow it adjourn to meet on Wednes- 

y nex 

Mr. GOODE. I would inquire of the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations when that committee will be able to report the 
bill covering the deficiency in the pay of the Navy? My vote on this 
resolution will depend on the answer to that question. 

Mr. ATKINS. In reply I will state that subject has been placed 
in the hands of a subcommittee. The subcommittee have not had 
time to act upon it. They will, however, act on it soon; but I cannot 
say when. 

Mr. GOODE. I should like to inquire of the chairman of the sub- 
committee whether that bill cannot be reported by to-morrow? 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. BLOUNT] is chair- 
man of the subcommittee, - 

Mr. BLOUNT. That bill cannot be reported to-morrow, by any 
means. We expect to bring it in before the Army appropriation bill 
is finished. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I demand the yeas and nays on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 83, nays 158, not 
voting 49; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkins, Bacon, ley, Bayne, Bisbee, Blair, Blount, Boone, 
Briggs, Calkins, Campbell, Carlisle, Chittenden, Jobn B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, 
Clymer, Cobb, Cook, Covert, G „ Cravens, Darrall, Durham. Eickhoff. Errett, 
James L. Evans, John H. Evins, Field. Forney, Foster, Franklin, Fuller, Gibson, 
Gunter, Hale, Hamilton, Hanna, Benjamin W. ‘Harris, John T. Harris, Henry, 
Abram S. Hewitt, Her! Hiscock, Hooker, House, Hunton, Hungerford, Frank 
Jones, J: Renee: Keifer, Kimmell, Loring, Maish. McCook, Morrison, Morse, Nor- 
cross, O'Neill, Overton, Page, Peddie, Reagan, William W. Rice, George D. Robin- 
son, Sexton, Singleton, Sinnickson. A. HerrSmith, Stenger, Swann, Thompson, Mar- 
tin I. Townsend, Turney, Waddell, Walsh, Ward, Watson, Whitthorne, Alpheus 
S. Williams, James W. 8, Jere N. Williams, Benjamin Willis, W and 


Wren—83. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Aldrich, John H. Baker, Ballou, Banks, Banning, Bell, 
Bicknell, Blackburn, Bland, Bouck, Boyd, Brentano, Brewer, Bridges, Brogden, 
Browne, Buckner, Bundy, Burchard, Burdick. Cabell, Cain, John W. Caldwell, W. 
P. Caldwell, Candler, Cannon, Caswell, Chalmers, Clafiin, Rush Clark, Jobn B. 
Clarke of Kentucky, Cole, Conger, Jacob D. Cox, Samuel S. Cox. Crittenden, Cul- 
berson, Cummings, Cutler, Danford, Davidson, Horace Davis, Joseph J. Davis, 
Deering Dibrell, Dickey, Dunnell, Eames, Elam, Ellis, Ellsworth, Ewing. Felton, 
Finley, Fort, Freeman, Frye, Gardner, Garth, Giddings, G'over, Goode, Harden- 
bergh, Henry R. pan Hartzell, Hatcher, Hayes, Hazelton, Hendee, Hender- 
son, Henkle, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Hubbell, Hunter, Humphrey, Ittner, James 
Taylor Jones, John S. Jones, Joyce, Keightley, Kelley, Kenna, Knapp, Knott, 
Lathrop, Leonard, Lion, Luttreil, on bec key, Manning, Marsh. Martin, Me- 
Gowan, McKenzie, cKinley, McM: , Mills, Mitchell, Money, Monroe, Morgan, 
Muldrow, Neal, Oliver, Patterson, Phelps, Phillips, Pollard, ind, Powers, Price, 
Pridemore, Rainey, 8 Rea, Reed, Americus V. Rice, Riddle, Robbins, Roh- 
erts, Robertson, Milton S. Robinson, Sampson, Sapp, Sayler, Scales, Shallenberger, 
Shelley, Slemons, William E. Smith, Sparks, Springer, Steele, Stewart, Jobn W. 
Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Strait. 1 hornburgh, Tipton, Amos Townsend, Richard W. 
Townshend, Turner, Vance, Van Vorhes, Walker, Welch, Michael D. White, 
Willets, harles G. Williams, Richard Wiliams, Albert S. Wilis, Wilson, Wright, 
Yeates, and Young—158. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. William H. Baker, Beebe, Benedict, Bliss, Bragg. Bright, 
Butler, Camp, Alvah H. Clark, Co Denison, Donglas, Dwight, Eden, I. 
Newton Evans, Garfield, Gause, Harmer, Harrison, Hartridge, Haskell, ‘ames, 
Ketcham, Killinger, Landers, Lapham, Lindsey, Lockwood, Mayham,’ Maller, 
remy ees Pugh, — . ee — Gog pe a Smalls, 5 
Starin, Stephens, Throckmorton, Tucker, er, t Warner, Harry te, 
and Andrew Williams—49. 


So the resolution was not adopted. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that when the House adjourn to day it be 
to meet on Monday next. $ 

The motion was not agreed to. 


DEATH OF SENATOR O. P. MORTON. 


Mr. HANNA. Ioffer the following resolutions: 


Resolved, In view of the sad intelligence of the death of Oliver P. Morton, late a 
— — Senator in the Congress of the United States from the State of Indi- 
ana, the Speaker of this House, asa mark of respect for the memory of a man whose 

is the nation’s loss, do appoint a committee of seven members to represent 
this House at the funeral obsequies. 

Resolved, As a further mark of respect, this House do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair announces the following committee in 
accordance with the resolution just ey as 

Mr. Hanna of Indiana, Mr. Cops of Indiana, Mr. WILSON of West 
Virginia, Mr. BURCHARD of Illinois, Mr. Davipson of Florida, Mr. 
Banks of Massachusetts, and Mr. TOWNSEND of New York. 

It is possible that some one of the gentlemen named may desire to 
be relieved of the duty. The Chair would ask the privilege of sub- 
stituting other names for gentlemen who might be unable to go. The 
Chair does not know that any will be unable to g2; he presumes they 
all will go; but in case of necessity he thinks he ought to have the 
privilege he has suggested. $ 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered, 


The House then, in pursuance of the resolution just adopted, (at two 
o'clock and twelve minutes p. m.,) adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Jeremiah Darling, for compen- 
sation for carrying United States mails—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, resolutions of the Cincinnati Typographical Union No. 3, to 
have the wages of Government printers restored to their vld rates— 
to the Joint Committee on Printing. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Mary Kenneally, for an increase of pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of William G. Halpine, for compensation for losses 
sustained while in the service of the United States—to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BOYD: The 8 of Brinton Levis, for a pension to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BRENTANO: The petition of Edwin A. Clifford, postmaster 
at Evanston, Illinois, for compensation for property of the United 
States for which he has accounted, stolen from him by burglars—to 
the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BREWER: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Clarkston and Oxford, Michigan—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BUNDY: The petition of Maurice McDonald, for a pension 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of citizens of Brooklyn, New 
York, that the salaries of letter-carriers be increased—to the Commit- 
tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: The petition of Catharine Vaughan, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petition of David R. Goodwin, for compensa- 
tion for property taken by the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Maria T. Proffit, for compen- 
sation for property destroyed by the United States Army—to the 
same committee. : 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of F. B. Culver, for compensation 
for services rendered as special Indian agent and commissioner—to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Lieutenant Jacob Cramer's heirs, that they be 
invested with the title to certain lands to which they are legally 
entitled—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Mary Weed and others, that pen- 
sions be given to the widows of soldiers of the war of 1812 who mar- 
ried after the war—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of the letter-carriers of Philadel- 
phia, for an increase of their salaries—to the Committee on the Post- 

fice and Post- Roads. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of the Roman Catholic clergymen 
of Maryland, for compensation for the occupation and use of their 
ad saad by the United States Army—to the Committee on War 
Claims, 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of W. H. Burns, for compensa- 
tion for a number of Sibley tents used by the United States—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. JOYCE: The petitions of Ovid H. Clark and William Lamb, 
for pensious—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

, the petition of John D. Cummings, for relief—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of George H. Hancock, for a mod- 
ification of the postal laws—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 


Post-Roads. 

By Mr. REA: The petition of W. J. and William P. Brady, heirs of 
Captain Samuel Brady, deceased, of the revolutionary army, for re- 
lief—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Samuel L. Paine, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SAYLER: The petition of Sarah Rosenham, for compensa- 
tion for property taken by the United States Army—to thé Commit- 
tee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Thomas McBride, 
for compensation for a barge lost while in the United States serv- 
ice—to the same committee, 

By Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia: Petitions and papers on file in the 
Clerk’s office as follows: The petition of S. F. Gates, opposing the ado 
tion of the French metric system; e the San Francisco Mi- 
croscopical Society; of the Maine Medical Association; of the Saint 
Lonis Academy of Sciences; of the Boston Homeopathic Medical So- 
ciety; of the Metrological Society of the United States; of the Medical 
Association of Alameda County, California; of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Richmond, Virginia; of the Engineers’ Club of Saint Lonis; 
of the Faculty of Dartmouth College; of the Suffolk District Medical 
r be Massachusetts; of the Middlesex Mechanics’ Association, of 
Lowell, Massachusetts; of the Saint Louis Medical Society ; of the 


Boston Society of Civil Engineers; of the Society of Arts of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; of the Boston Society of Med- 
ical Sciences; of Professor C. S. Lyman and others, of Yule College ; 
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of the Boston Society of Medical Observation ; of the Saint Joseph 
Medical Association of Missouri; of Charles G. Rockwood and others, 
of New Jersey; of the National Board of Trade of Chicago; of the 
president and officers of Yale College, for the adoption of the metric 
system of weights and measures ; also, a communication from the Sec- 
tary of the Treasury on the introduction of said system; petitions 
from the citizens of New York; Washington, Districtof Columbia; from 
the governorof North Carolina, the mayorof Raleigh, and other citizens 
of said State; from bankersand business men of Baltimore, Maryland ; 
of Brattleborough, Vermont; New York, New York; Newportand Clare- 
mont, New Hampshire, for the adoption of Dana Bickford’s plan of 
international coinage; the petition of F. A. P. Barnwell, for the use 
of the metric system of weights by the Post-Office Department; a 
paper from S. D. Horton, opposing the silver bill of the Forty-fourth 
Congress; a letter from H. R. Linderman, director of the United States 
Mint, with reference to an ee fifty-dollar gold coin; reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Wisconsin and of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of New York, relative to silver coinage—to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of citizens of Ohio, for 
an increase of the salaries of letter- carriers in Cleveland to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WADDELL: The petition of W. F. Atkinson, for property 
taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WELCH: The petition of the letter-carriers of Omaha, Ne- 
braska, for an increase of their salaries—to the Committee on the 
Post- Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WHITE, of Indiana: The petition of R. E. Bryant, for com- 
pensation for services rendered as an officer in the United States 
Army—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WOOD: The 5 of the refiners and exporters of sogan 
in the city of New York, that the drawback rates may be fixed by 
law—to the Committee of Ways and Means, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, November 3, 1877. 


The Honse met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
JOHN Porsat, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


THE SOLDIERS’ ROLL. 
Mr. FOSTER. I ask unanimous consent to offer the following reso- 
Iution: 


Resolved, That until otherwise ordered by the Honse the “ soldiers’ roll“ shall 
remain as constituted at the final adjournment of the Forty-fourth Congress. 


Mr. BLOUNT. I object to the resolution for the present. 
Mr. FOSTER. I hope the gentleman will not object to that. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I insist on my objection. 


REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. PRICE. Iask unanimous consent to offer the following pre- 
amble and resolution : 

Whereas much uncertainty and great anxiety exist in the minds of the people 
of this nation in reference to what action may be taken at this session of Congress 
on the subject of our finances; and whereas some settled line of policy is abso- 
lutely necessary for the commercial and financial prosperity of all sections of our 


country: T. 

Resolved, That in thè 1 of this House the remonetization of silver and 
the restoration of the silyer dollar of sufficient weight and fineness to make it an 
honest dollar and a tender would be a step in the right direction, productive of 
much good, and should have the necessary legislation to effect that object at the 
earliest possible moment, 

Mr. EDEN. Let the resolution be referred. 

Mr. CLYMER, I demand the regular order. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 
The SPEAKER. The demand of the regular order is equivalent to 


an objection. The morning hour begins at sixteen minutes past 


twelve, and the business in order is the unfinished business of the 
morning hour of yesterday, being the consideration of the bill (H. 
R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments.” The pending ques- 
tion is upon the motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EWING] to 
recommit the bill to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

The gentleman from Ohio is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KELLEY. I appeal to the gentleman from Ohio to allow me 
to submit a proposition tohim before proceeding with the unfinished 
business; and I do so with great respect for the gentleman and his 
committee. It is this: That the amplest opportunity shall be offered 
for the discussion of this subject consistent with the general conduct 
of business, The subject involved in the bill is one of vital impor- 
tance to the country, is one in which the views of partisans on either 
side are probably as much misunderstood by the country at large as 
they are on any other question; and I believe that this bill opens a 
discussion whith would be more profitable to the people at large than 
any other that is likely to be called forth by any bill of the session. 

therefore propose to the gentleman that the bill shall be referred 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, made the 
special order to continue from day to day until a day certain, when 
it shall be taken up and disposed of; or that it shall be made the 

ial order in the House immediately after the morning hour, and 
the debate continue until a day certain, when it shall be taken up and 
disposed of with the amendments. My complaint was when the re- 
sumption act was passed that it was rammed down the throats of 
those who protested against it; that it was passed under the previous 
question without opportunity for discussion; and I bring this morn- 
ing with me the same distaste to that mode of legislation on important 
subjects. My request is that the bill be put either in the Committee 
of the Whole or in the House as the special order to continue from 
day 2 day, opening the discussion of the bill and proposed amend- 


ments. 

Mr. EWING. I yield to the chairman of the committee, the gentle- 
man from Missouri, [ Mr. BUCKNER. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Is this debate proceeding by unanimous 
consent f 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio has been recognized as 
entitled to the floor, and the Chair understands that he is yielding to 
other gentlemen. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Does this come out of the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. O'NEILL. This delay? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think it is a delay. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I think we had better go to work on the proposi- 
tion and not waste ten or fifteen minutes iA this way for nothing. 

Mr. EWING. I have the floor aud have yielded to the chairman of 
the committee. 

Mr. BUCKNER. On behalf of the Committee on Banking and 
Currency I desire to state that there has been no disposition ou the 
part of that committee to force this bill to a vote without ample dis- 
cussion. The very object of the first motion that was made here to 
recommit the bill to the committee was in the interest of the discus- 
sion and not in the interest of repression. 

We were anxious to present this bill to the Fouse and have it 
passed as early as possible, believing that every interest, not only of 
those who are opposed to the bill but of those who favor it, and also 
the interests of the whole country, require its passage, so that we may 
dispel the doubt that hangs over the whole business of the country. 
Hence our object was to recommit the bill with the view of giving 
gentlemen an opportunity to present amendments and of fixing a 
time when it would be properly and fairly discussed. We were foiled 
in that pur „but the proposition made yesterday indicated the 
sentiment of the committee and showed that they desired a fair and 
reasonable discussion of the bill before the Honse. 

Mr. Speaker, I fully concur in the sentiment that the House was 
organized not for the pn of keeping down the sentiment of 
the country, but that all the committees were organized with the 
view of bringing those questions of public interest before the House 
and the country, and not to smother them in the cominittees, not to 
repress what is the sentiment of the people, bnt to give ample 
time for discussion at some time, so that the voice of the people and 
of its Representatives shall be fairly expressed, and thus to carry 
out the spirit on which I understand the House was organized by the 
distinguished gentleman now in the chair. In this mode alone can 
all questions of public interest be fairly brought to the consideration 
of the House. 

Actuated by this motive the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
while anxious and desirous to press this question at the extra session, 
wish also not to interfere with a fair and full diseussion of tho 
measure presented. So far as that committee is concerned, they have 
no objection to any arrangement that willcarry out that object; but 
I apprehend that the real objection is, that gentlemen who are op- 

to this bill do not want it to pass under any circumstances. 

Mr. EWING. I yield for a moment to the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, [Mr Mid 

Mr. HUBBELL. I merely want to state that I have opposed this 
bill so far, not because I do not desire to have it come before the 
Honse, but because I thought and a great many other gentlemen 
thought that they ought to have a chance afforded to vote on some 
propositions and to present their views. I have no desire whatever 
to do what is called filibustering, but simply to submit an amend- 
ment. I and those who think with me desire to submit amend- 
ments, not for the purpose of delay, but to give all the propositions 
connected with this subject before the House consideration and to 
let them be voted on. I assure the gentleman that if we are allowed 
to pee amendments, for one I will stop filibustering, if they cal- 
it that. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN addressed the Chair. 

Mr. EWING. The gentleman from New York [Mr, CHITTENDEN] 
desires to speak to the merits of the question. There are other gen- 
tlemen seeking the floor who desire to make some remarks on the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] to 
have this bill set for a day certain and from day to day thereafter. 
The gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. Eames] desires to speak upon 
that point, and I will yield to him. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EWING] de- 
sire that those gentlemen who wish to speak to that point be first rec- 
ognized or the gentlemen who wish to speak to the merits of the bill? 
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Mr. EWING. I desire that gentlemen who wish to speak to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] shall 
first be ized. 

Mr. EAMES. I desire to say as a member of the Committee on 
Banking and Currency but a very few words. I indorse what has 
been said by the chairman of that committee as to its disposition in 
relation to this bill. The direction of the committee was that the 
bill should be reported and recommitted to it, it being distinctly 
understood that when the bill came back in committee there should 
be an opportunity to offer amendments to it; and I presume that it 
was the intention of the committee on a question of this vital im- 
portance that full time should be given for its discussion, and, in 
addition to any amendments made by the majority of the committee, 
that the bill should be open before the House for such amendments 
as might be proposed by members on the floor. 

Now, sir, for one, I think that the proposition as made by the 

ntleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] is entirely fair. It 

rings this proposition before the House. It brings it before the 
House for calm, careful, and thorough consideration. This is one of 
the most vital and important questions that will come before this 
Con And if sufficient time is given for its discussion and in 
addition to that the billis open to amendments, I for one think that 
the House would be wise in acceding to the proposition. I am not 
here for the purpose of repressing any opinion that may be poe by 
the House on any proposition t may be before it, and I should 
most unwillingly resort to any dilatory motion or to any delay unless 
it should be the determination of the gentleman having charge of 
the bill to force us to vote upon if under the choke of the previous 
question. In that event I should feel perfectly justified in resorting 
to any dilatory motion authorized by the rules of the House, to defeat 
that purpose, The object of the proposition made by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY) to-day is that the bill shall be 
brought before the House for full, free, thorough, and complete 
discussion, both upon the original proposition and upon amendments 
that may be submitted before the previous question is ordered. 
With that understanding I am willing that some day shall be assigned 
for the consideration of the bill, when it may be considered and the 
sense of the House taken upon the various propositions. 

The SPEAKER, Does the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EWING] now 
desire the Chair to submit to the consideration of the House the 
proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY ?] 

Mr. EWING. I would ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
fix next Friday for the consideration of this bill. 

Mr. EDEN. That is b pad heat day. 

Mr. EWING. Then I will say next Saturday. 

Mr. KELLEY. Better not say Saturday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to have the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania reduce his proposition to writing, so that there 
can be no mistake abont it. } 

Mr. KELLEY. I would ask the gentleman from Ohio if he would 
prefer this bill should go into Committee of the Whole or be consid- 
ered in the Honse after the morning hour. 

Mr. EWING. In the House after the morning hour. I would say 
next Thursday and from day to day thereafter, with the under- 
standing that the previous question shall be demanded on the fol- 
lowing Weahenday; after the morning hour. That will give ample 
time. 

Mr. HUBBELL. The bill is to be open to amendment, I under- 
stand. $ 

Mr. KELLEY. Iwill repeat my proposition and ask one of the 
reporters to take it down and write it out for me. 

ado the al order of the day on Tuesday next 
„ eae phe from day 4. — thoreatter until the following Tues- 
day at three o'clock, when the previous question shall be ordered on it and on any 


amendments then Pending, all amendments meanwhile to be in order, subject only 
to the rules of the House. 


Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. BUCK- 
NER] has stated to the House that the House and the committees 
were organized for this purpose or for some purpose. Now, I do not 
understand that there is any special necessity for redebating this 
question. This bill was reported from the Committee on Bankin, 
and Currency of the last House, and it, or its equivalent, was passe 
by the House at the last session. Certainly there can be n> need of 
keeping the country agitated on this subject by continued prolonged 
discussion. 

My friend from Ohio [Mr. Ewixd] I think has made a mistake in 

etting into the vocative, in getting into this peculiar morning hour. 
twa we were out of it. Ido not know how he got into it. Per- 
haps he needs a new chairman of the Committee on Banking and 
Currency to get him out of it. 

Mr. KELLEY. Or an old one. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I beg the gentleman not to interrupt me 
until I get through. One thing I know, that while I am alone from 
the State of New York in voting with the gentleman from 8 
vania, I say to this House that there is no need of redebating this 
question. If we pass this bill the Senate very likely will not passit. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman is out of order in threatening this 
House with the action of the Senate. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will withdraw that remark. The Presi- 
dent will very likely veto it. 


Mr. KELLEY. That is equally ont of order. 

Mr. COX, of New York. And I withdraw that remark also. [Laugh- 
ter.] But since the House was organized for a purpose, and since we 
have got into this position, like my friend from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] 
on the silver bill at the last session, I do not see what esle cau be done 
except to elect a new Speaker of the House or to have a new chairman 
of the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. KELLEY. Or an old one. 

Mr. EWING. As allusion has been made to the subject, I desire to 
state to the House that this bill is lodged in the morning hour, not 
by any inadvertence on the part of the chairman of the committee 
or myself, but by the tactics of the opponents of the bill on the floor 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to say “under the rules of 
the House.” Í 

Mr. EWING. Certainly, under the rules of the House. The Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency instructed me to report this bill in 
the morning hour and to move its recommital ; then to wait until after 
the ee hour and move to reconsider the vote by which it was 
recommitted, and that would have brought the bill into the House 
for consideration, and would have given that time for debate and that 
opportunity for amendment which are not permissible iu the narrow 
strait and shoal of time which forms the remnant of the morning 
hour each day. Accordingly the motion was made by me in report- 
ing the bill to recommit it to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency and to have it printed, which motion was carried. Then the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CoNGER,] an opponent of the bill, 
observing that I did not make the motion to reconsider at that time, 
and understanding undoubtedly the purpose of withholding the motion 
until after the morning hour, himself made the motion at once, and 
in that way compelled me to make the motion myself at that time, 
contrary to the express instructions of the committee. That was the 
process by which, under the rules of the House by the action of the 
enemies of the bill, it isnow lodged in the morning hour and debate is 
so much restricted, contrary to the wishes of the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that this is not a new 
instance of such a situation of a bill about which there is so much 
public solicitude. The celebrated civil-rights bill was very similarly 
situated in the morning hour, in almost every particular. It is true 
there is a difference, because the sides are reversed, as to the advan- 
tage to be taken of the situation. At that time this side took advan- 
tage of the position of the civil-rights bill, and now it seems that the 
advantage is taken by the other side. The rules are the same, aud 
the rules that spate te that case also govern this. 

Mr. CONGER. The honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EwIxG] 
apparently finds some fault, and refers to me specially in that con- 
nection, because the House has not permitted him to obey the instruc- 
tions of the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. EWING. The gentleman from Michigan wholly misunder- 
stands me. I find no fault whatever. 

Mr. CONGER. I understood the gentleman to say that that com- 
mittee instracted him to bring in this bill in the morning hour and to 
make certain requests; that he obeyed instructions and all was going 
on pleasantly, agreeably, swimmingly; that he awaited as the com- 
mittee instructed him his time to enter the motion to reconsider the 
commitment; that everything would have been genial and agreeable 
all round, had it not been for the perversity of a member from Mich- 
igan who did what the Committee on Banking and Currency had no 
reason to expect he would do—who, contrary to the wishes and ex- 
pectations of that committee, availed himself of his rights under 
the rules, Therefore my friend from Ohio attributes to the humble 
gentleman from Michigan the unfortunate result of a conflict with 
the Committee on Ban ing and Carrency and attributes to him the 
blame for placing the gentleman from Ohio and his committee in this 
false ition before the country. So, to revenge himself, he asserts 
that the gentleman from Michigan is an enemy to the bill. 

Now I submit that the gentleman has not the least right, from any- 
thing that has occurred, to make that assertion. What is the fact? 
The gentleman from Michigan, in a kind, affectionate mauner, Claugh- 
ter,] with rather more than the ordinary courtesy, asked the gentle- 
man reporting this bill if he would allow amendments to be proposed. 
There was no great presumptionin that. That has been done hereto- 
fore, if I have correctly read the proceedings of Congress. The offer- 
ing of amendments has almost always been allowed in this House. 
There is nothing novel about it. In fact, some of the rules of the 
House recognize the idea that amendments may be made even to a bill 
from the Committee on SRDE and Currency! Even my friend from 
New York, [Mr. Cox,] who while he presided over that committee 
moved everything forward with a velocity and ease that astonished 
his friends all over the House, and with a grace peculiar to himself, 
always allowed amendments. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Always allowed amendments and debate. 

Mr. CONGER. And I submit to the House that when the gentle- 
man from New York himself, then a member of the Committee on 
Rules, allowed amendments, it is no t presumption for other 
members to appar that they might offer amendments, even if the 
Committee on Banking and Currency had instructed their chairman 


not to permit it. But the gentleman from Ohio refused all oppor- 


tunity for amendmentsexcept the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ilinois, [Mr. Fonr. ] On behalf of my friends all oyer this House 1 
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asked him, as the Recorp will show, three distinct times whether 
he would permit some amendments in good faith to be offered to the 
bill. But the gentleman had been told by his committee that they 
had in three days from the time of their appointment perfected a bill 
and made it so exactly the thing required to meet the wants of the 
country that to permit any amendment to be even proposed or dis- 
cussed might endanger the of the only form of bill that 
could at all save the country. I admit the superior knowledge and 
excellence of that committee; I admit that they have a right to pre- 
seut whatever bill their judgment dictates, but I still claim that the 
other membersof this House may have some views, some plans, which 
may differ from those of that committee. 

Now, sir, every man who wasin this House in the olden days knows 
that, instead of being an enemy to this bill, I opposed day after day 
the resumption bill, when it was proposed to resume first in six 
months, then in a year, then in two years; that I only accepted as a 
compromise the measure which is now a law. In those days I was 
called the enemy of resumption. I have asked here in good faith the 
opportunity for amendment and free discussion on a measure which 
in my judgment affects the material interests of this country more 
than any other measure which can possibly be brought before it at 
this extra session. I mightalmostsay more than any measure which 
can be presented to Congress at any session. The gentleman has re- 
fused such opportunity for amendment or discussion. Availing our- 
selves of our rights under the rules, we have put the gentleman in 
the ‘‘nine-holes;” and there we intend to keep bim until fair play is 
allowed to those who wish to modify his bill. We may not succeed 
in modifying it; it may be passed in exactly the form and words and 
letters in which it has been presented, but it will be a gratification 
to those who differ from the gentleman to have the opportunity of 

resenting amendments and letting the whole case go the country 
for its decision, if we fail here. 

Now I will make the request again, that I may be distinctly under- 
stood. My entire opposition to progress upon this bill has been based 
upon the rejection of those 5 which I have made for myself 
and many associates in this House, for opportunity to offer amend- 
ments and to debate the measure. Until such opportunity is allowed, 
I submit to the gentleman that, whether it pleases his committee 
or not, we shall, as we have the right under the rules and under par- 
liamentary usage, adopt such means as we may to compel a recogni- 
tion of the right of amendment and discussion. 

Mr. KELLEY. I now ask that my proposition, which has been 
reduced to writing, may be read. : 

Mr. EWING. fore the gentleman’s resolution is read, I wish to 
say that the gentleman from Michigan put this bill in the“ nine- 
holes” before one word was said in this ouse about amendments, 

When the motion was made to recommit and was carried he 
observed that I withheld the motion to reconsider, and knowing it 
was for the of gettirg the bill ont of the morning hour 
doubtless, he at once made the motion to reconsider in order to get 
the control of the bill ont of the hands of the committee. And he 
afterward moved to lay on the table my motion to reconsider, and 
called the yeas and nays on it before one word was said whether I 
was willing to allow amendments or debate. 

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman admit he gave notice that he 
would call the previous question before any of this action? If he 
will, that covers it. 

Mr. EWING. I do not admit it at all. The order of proceeding 
was precisely this 

Mr. CON GER. I refer to the RECORD. 

Mr. EWING. I made the report. I moved to recommit it to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency and have it printed; and there 
was an end of my motion; but the gentleman followed me by a 
motion to reconsider, thus to take the bill out of the hands of the 
committee, 

When the Speaker then 1 me to make the motion to recon- 
sider, the gentleman moved to lay that motion on the table and called 
for the yeas and nays on it. That was before one word was said to 
indicate whether the previous question was to be called by us or the 
bill left open for debate and amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. I submit—— 

Mr. EWING. Well, let it go as the RECORD shows it. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman refused then to admit even the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. Sorn] 

Mr. EWING. We had made no refusal whatever. I have stated 
exactly the course of proceeding prior to the motion of the gentle- 
man to reconsider. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to say further that I did not at any time state 
to this House, as the gentleman asserts, that the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency had instructed me not to receive any amendments. 
On the day following the report of the bill, I stated my whole in- 
struction from the committee was simply to receive the amendment to 
be proposed by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. FORT, j nobody else 
baving indicated to the committee that he was going to propose an 

. amendment. Icame into the House without any further 8 
from the committee on the subject of amendments. That is what I 
stated to the House, 

The proposition made to me then by the gentleman from Michigan 
was to throw the bill open to any and all amendments, seeking to 
commit me in the management of the bill to keep it open here for 


amendment to the end of the session, if amendment; should hold out 
that long. I could not make such acomprehensive agreement. The 

uestion of amendment must be left open, of course, to the right of 
the friends of the bill at some stage to demand the previons question. 
I now ask that the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


be read. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the bill be made a special order for Tuesday next after the morn- 
ing hour, and from day to day thereafter until the following Tuesday at three o'clock, 
when the previous question shall be ordered on it and on any amendments then 
pending, amendments meanwhile to be in order subject only to the rules of the 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires, as some criticism has been made 
in reference to his recognition of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nG] 
after the gentleman from Michigan Fur. CONGER] had addressed him, 
to direct the attention of the House to the following clause. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

By parliamen courtesy, the mem subject is 
before the 3 first entitled to Dr — — 
for the Speaker, at every new stage of a bill or proposition. to 20 first tho 
member who has had charge of it, even if snother member addressed him first: 

, He is a competitor for tho floor. ] 

Mr. ATKINS. Very likely the discussion of this bill will continne 
formore than one day, perhaps for several days, and asthe Army appro- 
8 bill has al y been made the special order, I trust my friend 

m Pennsylvania will agree to so amend his proposition as to sub- 
ordinate the consideration of this bill to the appropriation bills. 

Mr. CLYMER. That is understood, of course. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right to make the motion 
5 go into Committee of the Whole to consider the Army appropria- 
tion bi 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to suggest there is another appropriation 
bill which may be brought before the House, and the proposition 
should be so modified as not to interfere with that appropriation bill. 

Mr. ATKINS.. I hopo; by unanimous consent, the understauding 
will be that none of the appropriation bills are to be antagonized by 
this proposition. 

Mr. KELLEY, Then, let me suggest that the time had better be 
extended. ; 

Mr. EWING. Oh, no; that is long enough. 

The SPEAKER. With the understanding that this bill is not to 
interfere with the appropriation bills, is their objoction to the adop- 
tion of the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania f 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Speaker, we want to understand what the reso- 
lution is and what is to be the understanding of the House. Is it the 
ane i that this is not to interfere with the appropriation 

ills 

The SPEAKER. That is the understanding. 

Mr. ATKINS. I do not object, of course, if the understanding is 
that oe proposition is not to interfere or antagonize the appropria- 
tion bills. 

The SPEAKER. The chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions would have the right to make the motion to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole before the morning hour. 

Mr. SAMPSON, I desire to ask whether these appropriation bills 
may not 8 the whole time, the entire week, and thus leave no 
time for the discussion of this bill. 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter within the controlof the House. 

Mr. SAMPSON. It appena to me there is great danger of that. 

The SPEAKER. The House has it in its power to extend the time 
if it sees fit. 

Mr. CONGER. If I understand the rules correctly there can be 
under this proposed arrangement but two amendments pending when 
the previous qnestionis ordered. The proposition states that amend- 
ments may be offered subject to the rules of the House. 

Se SPEAKER. The Chair would interpret that as meaning two 
at a time. 

Mr. CONGER. But when the 8 question is called it must, 
according to this proposition, include only those that are legal an 
Proper amendments under the rule, which would be two. 

The SPEAKER. There can be an amendment to an amendment, 
then an amendment in the nature of a substitute, and then an amend- 
ment to the substitute, But the Chair anderstands the spirit of the 
resolution to be that after those amendments which may be offered 
under the rules are disposed of others may be allowed to be pending 
and may be voted on. 

Mr. CONGER. Let that be putin the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. And that the previous question shall be called on 
Tuesday week on the bill and amendments. 

Mr. EAMES. I trast the time will be extended. It is very ap- 

arent that with the appropriation bills before the House there will 
no opportunity whatever for the discussion of this bill. 

Mr. EWING. I am willing to extend the time if gentlemen think 
they will be cut off by the appropriation bills. 

r. KELLEY. Will the gentleman in charge of the bill name the 
day to which he proposes to have the time extended ? 

Mr. EWING. 1 will name Thursday, the 15th. 


Mr. KELLEY. The understanding of the author of the resolution 
is that there shall be the freest opportunity to submit amendments. 


1877. 
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The SPEAKER. So the gentleman stated. The Clerk will read 
the proposition as modified, after which the Chair will ask for objec- 
tions. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the bill be made a 
ing hour, and from day to day thereafter until Thursday, the 15th instant, at three 
be ordered on i 


ordor for Tuesday next, after the morn- 


o'clock, when the previous question shall 
then pending; all amendments meanwhilo to 
of the House. 


Mr. GOODE. Would it be in order now to amend the resolution by 
adding these words: Provided it shall not interfere with the appro- 
priation bill?” 

The SPEAKER. That has been to by consent. 

Mr. CONGER. I am willing to agree to the resolution if it is mod- 
ified so as to read, “and on amendments which have been pro- 

* 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that that might not 
answer, because there might be amendments which had not been 
proposed that members might desire to offer. 

. CONGER. The resolution states that the previous question 
shall operate on the bill and all amendments subject to the rules. If 
enlarged so that the previous question shall be on all amendments 
that have been proposed when the previous question is called, that 
will meet the case, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that to be the very spirit 
of the resolution. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I desire to suggest an amendment to the reso- 
lution. For the word “shall” let the word “may” be substituted. 
We may not be able now to determine that the previous question 
shall be pnt at that time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the effect is the same. Is 
there objection to the introduction of the resolution ? 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I understand that this bill is now in 
the “‘nine-holes,” where I conscientiously believe it ought to be, and 
therefore I object. 

Mr. KELLEY. I understand the gentleman from New York to deny 
the Honse the opportunity to discuss this important bill. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. It is an assault on the national credit 
and cage to be kept out of the House. 

Mr. KELLEY. And the poena judgment is to control the 
people of the United States 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I act. on my own judgment, and not 
on that of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The SPEAKE The Chair desires to understand the gentleman 
from New York, Does he object? 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I do, absolutely. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. proT tas bis only relief is on Monday, when he can 
move to suspend the rules and pass this resolution. : 

Mr. EWING. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. FRYE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. EAMES. What is the pending question? 

The SPEAKER. The third reading of the bill on which the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nG] demands the previous question; pend- 
ing which the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Frye] moves that the 
House do now adjourn. i 

5 5 FRYE. I understand that the proposition made has been ob- 

ected to. 
: The SPEAKER. It has been objected to by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. WILLIs.] 

Mr. FRYE. I move that the House adjourn, and on that I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FOSTER. And pending that motion I move that when the 
House adjourn to-day it be to meet on Wednesday next. 

The question being taken on Mr. Foster’s motion, the Speaker 
announced that the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. FOSTER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 24, nays 179, not 
voting 67; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bacon, Ballon, Bisbee. Blair, Briggs, Chittenden, Claflin, Rush 
Clark, Horace Davis, Denison, Eames, Field, Foster, n Ben- 

amin W. Harris, O'Neill, Peddie, Reed, Welch, Alpheus illiams, Charles G. 
Villiams, James Williams, and Benjamin A. Willis—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Aldrich, Atkins, John H. Baker, Banning, Bell, Bick- 
nell, Blackburn, Bland, Blount, Boone, Bouck, Brentano, Brewer, Bri Bro 1 
Browne, Buckner, B 8 Burdick, Cabell, Cain, John W. Caldwell, W. P. Cald- 
well, Calkins, Candler, Cannon, lisle, Caswell, C Jobn B. Clarke of 
Kentucky, Jobn B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Cl 
Jacob D. Cox, Samuel S. Cox, Cravens, Cri Ca 
Danf Darrall, J h J. Davis, Deering, Dibrell, Di 


t and òn any amendments 
be in order, subject only to the rules 


Eden, m, Ellsworth, I. Newton Evans, James L. Evans, John H. Evins, Ewin, 
Felton, ‘benef Forney, Fort, Freeman, Fuller, Gardner, Garth, Giddings, Glover, 
e, Hamilton, Harmer, Henry R. Harris, 


Hewitt, Herbert, Hubbell, Hunter, Hunton, Mea phri , Ittner, Frank Jones, James 


Taylor Jones, John S. Jones, Joyce, Keifer, , Kelley, Kenna, Kimmel, 
Knapp, Knott, Lathrop, r Lin , Luttrell, Lynde, ge pien 
Martin, Maybam, McGowan, McKenzie, M „Me Mills, Mitchell, 
Money, Monroe, M „ Morrison, Morse, Mularow, N: oreross, Oliver, 
Overton, Pacheco, Page, Patterson, Philli Price, Pridemore, Randolph, 
Rea, Reagan, Americus V. Rice, William W. Rice, mg Robbins, 1 — rhe 
ton, 


Milton S. Robinson Sampson, , Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, Sexton, 
Slemons, William E. Smith, 4 Ke Steele, Stephens, Stew John W. 
morton, Tipton, Amos 9 — Richard 


Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Strait, Throc 


W. Townshend, Turner, Vance, Van Vorhes, Waddell, Ward, Michael D. White, 

Whitthorne, Willets, Jere N. Williams, Richard Williams, Albert S. Willis, Wood, 

= Yeates, and Yı 
NOT Vi 

A. 


N Cam vah 

bb, Collins, C Davidson, Do Dwight. Eickhoff. Ellis, Errett, 
Franklin, Garfield, Ganse, Gibson, Gunter, Hale, Hanna, John T. Harris, ison, 
Hartridge, Henkle, Hiscock, Hooker, House, Hungerford, James, Jorgensen, 
K Killinger, Landers, Lapham, Lockwood, Loring, Maish, Manning, Mo- 
Cook, Muller, Phelps, Potter, Pound, Powers, Pagh, ae. Rainey, Reilly, Rob- 
erts, G D. Robinson, Ross, Ryan, Shallen „Shelley, Sinnickson, Smalls, 
A. Herr Smith, Southard, Starin, $ Thornbnrgh, 


So the motion to adjourn over was not to. 

During the roll-call the following proceedings took place: 

Mr. ROBBINS. Ihave been requested by Mr. WALSH, of Maryland, 
to state that himself and Mr. SHALLENBERGER, of Pennsylvania, are 
paired on all questions till Thursday next. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask unanimous consent that the reading of the 
names be dispensed with. 

Mr. CONGER. I object. 

Mr. DENISON. I am requested to announce that Mr. ROBINSON 
and Mr. PHELPs are paired. 

Mr. SAYLER. I will say to gentlemen on the other side that if 
they simply desire delay, I intend when this vote is announced to 
move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am requested to announce that my colleague, Mr. 
CAMPBELL, is paired with my colleague, Mr. ERRETT, on the repeal of 
the resumption clause. I am also requested to state that Mr. WAT- 
80X is paired with Mr. BAYNE on the same subject until Thursday, 
November 8. As this vote seems to have gone so irregularly, I cannot 
say on which side either of these gentlemen would have voted. 

r. LORING. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. BANKS, is 

paired with Mr. Conn, of Indiana; that my colleague, Mr. Crapo, is 

aired with Mr. BLACKBURN, and that I am myself paired with Mr. 
WILSON, of West Virginia, on political questions, 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I desire to say that I stand paired with Mr. 
Crapo, of Massachusetts, upon all questions involving the repeal of 
the resumption law or the remonetization of silver. I did not under- 
stand that this motion was embraced within the scope of my pair, 
but if any colleague of Mr. Crapo will state that he supposes this to 
be a political question I will withdraw my vote. 

Mr. LORING. Ido not at all question the gentleman’s right to 
vote on this motion; I merely make the announcement. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I would ask whether the statement made by 
the gentleman’s colleague who has just addressed the House accords 
with my own? 

Mr. LORING. I made the general statement that my colleague 
was paired with the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, I desire to make my action satisfactory to the 


colleagues of the gentleman with whom I am pai 
Mr. LORING. It is entirely so. I accept the statement of the 
gentleman. 


Mr. HUNTER. I am paired upon the question of resumption with 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, but this being a matter of adjournment 
I ciar not suppose thatit was involved in that question, and have 
vot 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I desire to say that my a ae Mr. 
MULLER, is paired with Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. desire 
=~ to state that my colleague, Mr. Bluss, is confined to his room by 
sickness. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. FRYE that the House 
do now adjourn. 

PAY OF POSTMASTERS, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Postmaster-General, relating to deficiencies in the pay- 
ment of postmasters’ salaries during the fiscal years ending June 30, 
1876, and June 30, 1877; which was referred to the 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

MURPHY, GOODE & CO, AND OTHERS, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Sec- 
re of War, transmitting the claim of Morphy Goode & Co. and 
J. W. Dodd & Co., for paving on grounds of Indianapolis arsenal; 
mn was referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
prin 


Committee on 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. BANNING. Iask unanimous consent to withdraw from the 
files of the House the discharge of Henry C. Hirst, late private Com- 
pany I, Third Regiment of Artillery, One hundred and fifty-second 

ennsylvania Volunteers, in which case there has been an adverse 


report. 
Fhe SPEAKER. Under the rule, the request will be referred to 


the committee making the adverse report. 


RIO SANTA CLARA. 
Mr. PAGE asked consent for the withdrawal from the files of the 
House of papers in the Rio Santa Clara case. 
An adverse e having been made in the case, the request was 
referred, under rule, to the Committee on Public Lands. 
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LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimons consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Evans, of Indiana, for five days. 

To Mr. TuRNEY, until November 7. i 

To Mr. McCook, for one week, on account of sickness. 

To Mr, Harris, of Massachusetts, for one week, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware, until the 7th instant. x 

To Mr. RYAN, for five days, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. HENRY, until the 7th instant. È 

To Mr. WAIT, for one week, on acconnt of sickness. 

To Mr. GARFIELD, for one day. 4 

To Mr. SEXTON, for ten days, for the purpose of attending the 
funeral of the late Senator Morton. 

To Mr. SINNICKSON, for one week. . 

To Mr. Hiscock, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. BAILEY, for one week. ; 

To Mr. HUNGERFORD, for one week. 

To Mr. WALKER, for two days. 

Mr. CONGER. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER, It has, 


REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 904) to provide for the remonetization of silver and for 
the coinage of the standard silver dollar of the United States, and 
for waking it a legal tender in payment of debts; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measnres, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EAMES. Not to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The rule provides for that. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a bill to 
authorize the free coinage of the standard silver dollar and to restore 
its legal-tender character, 

No objection being made, the bill (H. R. No. 905) was received and 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I move that this bill be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That bill, under the rule, should go 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and I hope it 
will take that direction. Under the rule it belongs to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Ithink not. 

The SPEAKER. The House must determine that question. The 
Chair will direct the Clerk to read the rule under which the Commit- 
tee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures is organized. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

An additional standing committee shall be appointed at the commencement of 
each Congress, whose duties shall continue antil the first session of the ensuing 
Congress, to consist of seven members, to be entitled a Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures; and to this committee shall be referred all bills, resolu- 
tions, and communications to the House upon that subject. 


The SPEAKER. The practice of the Chair has been, where there 
is a dispute as to the proper committee to which a bill shall be re- 
ferred, to submit the question to the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That is right. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I ask that Rule 152 be read. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 

It shall be the duty of the Committee on Banking and Currency to take into con- 
sideration all poena relative to banking and the currency as shall be 


ro- 
sented or shall come in question and be referred to them by the House, aan to 
report thereon by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BUCKNER. While there may be an apparent conflict as to 
the jurisdiction of these respective committees, it is very clear that 
the Committee on Banking and Currency has jurisdiction not as to 
the mere making of coin, but as to the functions of that coin; and 
all of these bills propose to give a function, a character, an object to 
this coinage. So far as the mere form of the coin is concerned, how 
much it shall weigh, what shall be the inscription or stamp upon it, 
that may properly be referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. But when we come to determine to what extent moe 

orm, then 


coin shall be currency, what duty or function it shall 
ommittee on 


to my mind it is clear that the subject belongs to the 
Banking and Currency. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency is the older committee. The Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures is the last will and testament of the Honse on the sub- 
ject. As I understand, the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
‘Measures was instituted especially to take charge of all matters re- 
lating to the coinage, to the amount of coinage, to the alloy in the 
coins, whether silver or ge ; all that peculiarly belongs to the Com- 
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. That committee has 
been instituted since the other, as I understand it, and therefore this 

articular ar Pe properly belongs to the Committee on Coinage, 

eights, and Measures, and not to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

Mr. KELLEY. As the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] 
has just stated, the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures is 
a more recent committee than the Committee on Banking and Cnr- 
rency. It had its origin in the agitation in the country and in this 


Honse of the question of the adoption of the decimal and metrical 
system. The first question submitted to it was the application of the 
metrical system together with the maintenance of the decimal sys- 
tem which had been applied to our coinage. The minutes of that 
committee will show that in its early years questions relating simply 
to the character of the coinage and to the management of the mints 
were referred to it. It has never, tomy knowledge, had cognizance, 
se ay reference, of a bill touching the measure of coinage to be 
made. 

It is true that in a bill reported by it, which purported to be a bill 
for the re-organization of the mints and their better management, the 
demonetization of silver was accomplished by omitting the standard 
silver dollar from the list of silver coins that might be made at the 
mints, But it was not on any special reference of that subject to 
that committee. On the contrary, the Committee on Banking and 
Currency was carved out of the Committee of Ways and Means, I 
think in the year 1861 or 1862; I know I was a very young member 
of the House at the time. 

The SPEAKER. It was later than that; in 1865. 

Mr. KELLEY. Was it so late as that? I did not think it was so 
late. To that committee was referred all questions of banking and 
currency. 

Mr. BUCKNER. The currency. 

Mr. KELLEY. The currency, And whenever controversy has 
arisen as to whether any measure should be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means or the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
it has been steadily held that if the question related to the taxation 
or the debt of the country, the measure should go to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, while ifit related to the currency alone, it should 
go to the Committee on Banking and Currency. So far as my knowl- 
edge extends, the Committee on Coin Weights, and Measures has 
never put in a claim which justified a dispute between that commit- 
tee and either the Committee of Ways and Means or the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Banking and Currency was 
0 ized March 2, 1865. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. MAISH. Before the gentleman from New York proceeds I 
wish to ask my colleague [Mr. KELLEY] whether he did not introduce 
last session a bill to remonetize the silver dollar, and have that bill 
referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures! 

Mr. KELLEY. I have no recollection of such a thing, and do not 
think I could possibly have done so; for having been a member of 
the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measnres for several years, 
and for a time its chairman, I have always carried in my mind the 
distinction that its fanctions related to the character of coinage, the 
devices upon our coins, and the regulation or management of the 
mints; that that committee had no right to have referred to it ques- 
tions touching what had previousiy been within the jurisdiction of 
cither the Ways and Means Committee or the Committee on Bank- 
0 Page Curreney. 

r. MAISH. My recollection is that my colleague during the last 
session introduced a bill to remonetize the silver dollar and had it 
referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, The 
Clerk informs me that I am right abont that. 

Mr. KELLEY, If the bill went to that committee it went there by 
mistake, [laughter,] for I have always carried in my mind the dis- 
tinction I have just stated. 

Mr. COX, of New York. That is merely a matter ad hominem ; it 

to the man and not to the subject. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. Iam very glad the gentleman has trans- 
lated his Latin. 3 

Mr. COX, of New York. I thonght perhaps the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was a scholar; but I beg his pardon. [Langhter.] I may 
be allowed to state, as many members are new to the House, that in 
1865, by a resolution which I offered, there was a division of the old 
Committee of Ways and Means into three parts. Three committees 
then took the place of one: the Ways and Means Committee to bring 
the money in; the Appropriations Committee to pay it ont; and the 
Banking and Currency Committee to determine questions as to the kind 
of money. But I am inclined now to believe, in accordance with the 
action of the House heretofore and the decision of the Speaker, that 
the House has entire control of this matter and can send bills wher- 
ever it may choose. This hasalways been done. Whatever commit- 
tee gets charge of a billcan reportit back. Inthe last sessionof Con- 
gress bills as to remonetization, as to silver subsidiary coinage, and 
similar matters, went to the committee of which I was then chairman, 
the Committee on Banking and Currency; and that committee re- 
ported back the subsidiary-coinage measure. Under a rule passed in 
1807 the Committeeon Coinage, Weights, and Measures also took charge 
of the same subject. They got into this morning hour and did not 
do very much, but finally their bill did pass. 

So that after all the discussion comes down to this question: In the 
judgment of the House, which according to the statement of the 
Speaker must decide this question, what is the proper and suitable 
committee for the consideration of this measure? If I can trust, as 
I believe I can, my old friend from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] on this 
question, rather than some new men with new-fangled notions, I pre- 
fer to trust him. I hope, therefore, that the House will send this bill 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, for I can see 
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that the Committee on Banking and Currency is utterly overweighted 
to-day with business. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BLAND. Mr. Speaker, no doubt under the rules of the House 
either of the committees that have been suggested might properly 
take this measure into consideration, but as this proposition goes 
somewhat to the merits of the silver question there is one point 
which should be kept in mind in this discussion. Under the Consti- 
tution of the United States gold and silver are money and a le 
tender, and Congress has no power to demonetize either, All the 
power that Congress has over this subject is to “coin money ;” and 
all declarations that it is or is not a legal tender are wholly uncon- 
stitutional and are entitled to no weight. Gold and silver are the 
only money of the Constitution, and it has been held by the jndges 
of our Supreme Court that, gold and silver being the money of the 
Constitution, the coin when struck by the mint is by virtue of that 
Constitution a legal tender, and Congress cannot legally demone- 
tize it. 

It is true, sir, that in 1873 the Committee on N Weights, and 
Measures took jurisdiction of this subject, and in a bill reported to 
this House they provided for the coinage of a peculiar silver dollar and 
other silvercoins in connection therewith. They provided further that 
the coins mentioned in that act should be a legal tender for only 85. 
That measure, which became a law, studiously avoided any reference 
to the old silver dollar of 412} grains; and that remained a legal 
tender until the blundering revision of the laws in 1875, which revis- 
ion declared that and all other silver coins to be a legal tender in 
sums of $5 only. The act is unconstitutional. There is no power in 
Congress to demonetize the metals of the Constitution, and the Com- 
mittee on Coinage, Weights, aud Measures, when it provides a coin of a 
certain denomination shall be a dollar containing so many grains, 
it matters not whether it provides that it shall be legal tender or 
not; for, if the Constitution of this country is to be maintained, it is 
a legal tender. 

So I say, Mr. Speaker, that point has nothing to do with this dis- 
cussion. It is a question of coinage, that is,of the amount of silver 
to be placed in the dollar; and when it is so coined it is the money 
of this country, and there is no power to demonetize it if we follow 
the line of precedents established by the early founders of this Gov- 
ernment and by the provisions of our own Constitution. 

The gentleman from New York alluded a while ago to the fact that 
at the last session of Congress this silver bill was placed in a similar 
condition to the present bill from the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. Very true, sir; but I remember that bill finally passed 
this House by over a two-thirds vote, the gentleman himself voting 
for it. 

Mr. COX, of New York, I said so this morning. 

Mr. BLAND. It seems to me it is such a popular measure that two 
leading committees of this House are contending for jurisdiction of 
it. Icare not where it goes, but I claim as a sufficient answer to 
the gentleman from New York that, although it was filibustered, 
although it was denounced, the country is now demanding it in such 
thunder tones that two leading committees of this House are crying for 
jurisdiction of it and members are ambitious to get positions in which 
their names shall go before the country as the father of the measure. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, it will be, in my opinion, with this repeal of 
the resumption clause. I say so far as the question of coinage is 
concerned, or declaring it to be a legal tender, there is nothing in it. 
I care not where the bill goes, the country demands it and will have it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia moves that the bill 
just read be referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 
ures as an amendment to the motion of the gentleman from Missouri, 
[ Mr. 1 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, let the Clerk read the 
title of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill to authorize the free coinage of the standard silver dollar and to restore its 
legal-tender character. 

Mr. MULDROW. Mr. Speaker, I simply desire to say this, that the 

uestion now before the House is one of justice and fairness toward 
the respective committees as announced by the Speaker. The ob- 
ject of the effort to have this matter referred to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures is to distribute fairly and justly the 
business which properly comes before the House of Representatives. 
The Committee on Banking and Currency will have many questions 
to engage its attention during the present session of Congress, while 
the other committees will have but few. Therefore it is one which 
ought to be considered in the light of fairness and justice, looking to 
proper distribution of business coming before the House, whether it 
can be done without detriment to the rights and interests of any one. 

I insist, therefore, sir, considering that but little business will come 
before the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, if it is 
pertinent and proper for this character of business to go before 
that committee it should be sent there, and especially so when we 
remember there will be a vast deal of business referred to the other 
committee. I trust this House will consider the fact that committees 
take rank with reference to the character of business committed to 
their determination, and I ask the consideration of the House in view 
of that facton the e of just ness and fairness to the committees, 
whether it is not right and proper that the coinage committee shall 
take jurisdiction of this silver question. This bill involves the ques- 


tion of the coinage of silver as well as the remonetization of silver. 
The coinage of silver would properly go to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures, and in the same connection the remonetiza- 
tion of silver should properly be referred to the same committee. I 
therefore insist, Mr. Speaker, that the House shall not act hastily 
in depriving this Committee of Coinage, Weights, and Measures of 
that which seems rightly to belong to it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The House then divided; and there were—ayes 126, noes 34. 

So the amendment was a to. i 

The motion, as amended, was adopted; and the bill was referred 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered to 


be prn 3 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


METRICAL SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Mr. SAYLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to present 
the petition of the Boston Society of Civil Engineers, for the adoption 
of a resolution of inquiry as to the practicability of the Government 
adopting in its transactions the metrical system of weights and 
measures, for the purpose of moving its reference to the Committee on 
asses Weights, and Measures and asking that it be printed in the 

ECORD, 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

The petition is as follows : 


Boston, October 17, 1877. 
To the honorable the Senate and 
the House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the Boston Society of Civil Engineers respectfully showeth : 

That the incongruous weights and measures which have been in general use b 
this nation since its birth are inconvenient in computation, ambiguously OA 
and i Jar in their ratios to one another; whereas the metrie system, which 
was legalized in the United States in 1866 and has been adopted by nearly all the 
governments of Europe and America, bas decimal subdivisions like the Federal 
coinage, a uniform nomenclature, and very simple relations between its several 


units. 

That the following-named seventeen organizations have assured your memorial- 
ist of their co-operation in petitioning your honorable body to make the metric 
standards the a legal standards, after some date to be fixed several years in 

ton 


advance, viz: Society of Medical Sciences; Boston Socioty for Medical 
Observation; The Belles-Lettres Society of the Iinnols Wesleyan University, 
Bloomington, h Medical Association, Saint Joseph, Missouri ; 


Illinois; Saint J 
Saint Louis ‘Medico-Chirargical iety; New England A ation of Gas Engi- 
neers; Boston Hommopathic Medical Society; Engineers“ Club of Saint Louis; 
San Francisco Microscopical Society; Middlesex Mechanics“ Associa well, 
Massachusetts; Saint is Medical Society; Alameda County Medical Associa- 
tion, Oakland, Cakfornia; Cham of Commerce, Richmond, Virginia; Mount 
Saint Mary's Seminary of the West, Cincinnati, Ohio; New Haven Medical Asso- 
ciation; Maine Medical Association; Massachusetts Medical Socicty. 

That the following resolution was proposed 
pears from the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for May 8, 1876, but was never npon: 
“ Resolved, That the heads of the Executive De ta of the Government be, 
and they are hereby, requested to report to this House, at as early a date as prac- 
ticable, what objections, if any, there are to making obligatory in all governmental 
transactions the metrical system of weights and measures, w use has been 
authorized in the United States by act of Congress; and also how long a prelim- 
notice should be given before such obligatory use can be introduced with- 
out detriment to the public service; and that they are also requested to state what 
objections there are, if any, to making the metrical system o Mastery 18 all trans- 
actions between individuals, and what is the earliest date that can be set for the 
obligatory use of the metrical system throughout the United States.” 
Your memorialist therefore prays for the adoption by your honorable body of the 


said proposed resolution. 
3 THOMAS DOSAN, 8 
GEORGE S. RICE. 


in the Fort- fourth Congress, as ap- 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mr. FINLEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 23) proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States so as to elect a President and Vice-President thereof 
by a direct vote of the ple thereof; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the select committee on the revision of the 
laws regulating the counting of the electoral votes for President and 
Vice-President, and ordered to be printed. 


WESTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 906) to establish a western judicial district of Mississippi; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


METRIC SYSTEM OF COINAGE. 


Mr. MULDROW, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 907) to promote the establishment of the metric system of coin- 
age in the gold coin of the United States of America; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE QUARRELL. 


Mr. MAYHAM, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
908) for the relief of George Quarrell, late a private in Company H. 
Fourth New York Volunteers; which was read a first and secon 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 
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THE STANDARD SILVER DOLLAR. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 909) authorizing the coinage of the standard silver 
dollar and restoring its legal-tender character; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

Several members called for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. FRYE] that the House do now adjourn. 

The question Deog Faken the motion was agreed to; and accord- 
ingly (at one o'clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) the House ad- 
ourn 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions were presented at the Clerk’s desk, under 
the rule, and refe as stated : 

By Mr. DIBRELL: The petition of William S. Bu and others, 
that they be refunded the amount wrongfully collected from them by 
the United States revenue officials—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. DURHAM: Papers relating to the petition of W. R. Boice, 
of Danville, Kentucky, for compensation for property taken an 
used by the United States nag e the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Alderson T. Keene, late first 
lieutenant of Company E, First Kentucky Cavalry, for rations and 
forage furnished soldiers and horses of the United States Army—to 
the same committee. 

Also, memorial of Archibald B. Rue, asking compensation for differ- 
ence of pay between sergeant and second lieutenant for one year, 
eight months, and three days—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of George Teupnall, of Harrods- 
burgh, Kentucky, for property destroyed while in the possession of 
the United States Army—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the Christian church, at Dan- 
ville, Kentucky, for use, occupation, and damage to church property 
by the United States Army—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the Baptist church of Crab 
Orchard, Kentucky, for use and occupancy of church -property by 
the United States Army—to the same committee. 

Also, petition of John A. Morrison, for services rendered in recruit- 
ing for Twenty-third Kentucky Volunteers—to the same committee. 

lso, papers relating to the petition of Witherspoon & Saffell, for 
compensation for whisky destroyed by fire while in a United States 
warehouse—to the Committee of Claims, 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Bidow & Wilson, of Danville, 
Kentucky, for taxes improperly collected by United States revenue 
officials—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FENN: The petition of Jenkins A. Fitzgerald, for relief—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of Benjamin C. Webster, for a pension 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. GOODE: The petition of John S. Braxton, collector of the 
port of Norfolk, Virginia, praying to be reimbursed the sum of 
$1,332.40, advanced by him to cover alleged defalcations by subordi- 
nate officials in the custom-house at Norfolk, Virginia—to the Com- 
Minion pacer teint to the petit f E. H. Livel, tmaste 

Also, relatin e petition of E. H. Lively, master at 
Williansturgh, Virginia for relief—to the same 9 

Also, petition of the Mexican Veteran Association of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, Virginia, that pensions be granted to them without ref- 
erence to political disabilities—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of certain citizens of Pensylvania, 
for the repeal of the stamp tax on friction matches—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HENDEE: The petition of H. G. Boordman, postmaster at 
Milton, Vermont, for relief—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of De Forest W. Carpenter, postmaster at Rich- 
ford, Vermont, for relief—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of D. D. Weed, to be reim- 
bursed for stamps stolen from the post-office at Sheldon, Vermont— 
to the same committee. 

Also, petition of Edgar A. Beach, for pay as a lieutenant in the 
8 tates Army during the late war- to the Committee on War 

aims, 

By Mr. JOYCE: Papers relating to the petition of Charles H. Frank, 
for compensation for subsistence furnished the United States Army— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. KENNA: The petition of the trustees of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, South, of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, 
for compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of William Deegan and William 
S. Dulin, messengers on the soldiers’ roll, for commutation of salary— 
to the Committee of Accounts, 

Also, the petition of Griffin A. Eidson, John N. Campbell, James 
A. Gilmore, and numerous citizens of Eaton, Preble County, Ohio, for 
a duated tax on incomes—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

y Mr. MORGAN: The petition of George W. Butt, of Granby, Mis- 

souri, for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of Philip Phoen, for a pension— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. REAGAN: The petition of N. Frankle, of Anderson County, 
Texas, for compensation for property taken by confederate soldiers— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of G. W. Norwood, of Winston, 
North Carolina, for compensation for property wrongfully seized by 
the United States—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. SAYLER: The petition of the letter-carriers of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, for an increased compensation—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, the petition of 2,700 citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, for an in- 
crease of the compensation of letter-carriers—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of 1,500 citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, and vicinity, 
for pecuniary aid for persons desiring to settle on the public lands— 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia: The petition of the letter-carriers 
of Washington, District of Columbia, for an increased compensation— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. A. E. Hubby, P. A. Devine, and numer- 
ous other citizens from Pennsylvania and the District of Columbia, 
for an amendment of the pension laws—to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: The petition of the letter-carriers of 
Burlington, Iowa, for increased compensation—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: The petition of Milton S. Barlow 
and 9 other letter-carriers of Wilmington, Delaware, for an increase 
of salary—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of 1,131 citizens of sierra Jeet Delaware, for 
an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers—to the same committee. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of the letter-carriers and citizens of 
Memphis, Tennessee, for an increase of salaries of letter-carriers— 
to the same committee. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, November 5, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Joun PoisaL, D. D. 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and approved. 
CORRECTION OF THE RECORD. 
Mr. BLAND. I rise to make a correction of the RECORD. 
reported as having said that— 


I am 


All the power that Con has over this subject is to "coin money;" and all 
declarations that it is or is not a legal tender are wholly unconstitutional and are 
entitled to no weight. 


What I desired to say was that all declarations of Congress that 
the coin is not a legal tender are unconstitutional and entitled to no 
weight. Certainly, that which the Constitution makes a legal tender, 
Congress has the right to declare a legal tender. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CALKINS. I rise to ask unanimous consent to offer the reso- 
lution which I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must decline at this time on Monday 
to ize gentlemen to make requests for unanimous consent. 
The morning hour begins at ten minutes past twelve o’clock. This 
being Monday, the first business in order is the call of States and 
Territories, commencing with the State of Maine, for the introduc- 
tion of bills and joint resolutions for reference to appropriate com- 
mittees. Under this call joint resolutions and memorials of State 
and territorial Legislatures are in order. 

Mr. CALKINS. If the House will allow me, I will say that I de- 
sire to move that the House do now adjourn out of respect to the 
memory of the late Senator Morton. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will recognize the gentleman at the 
proper time. 

. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Is it in order to make a report froma 
committee? 

The SPEAKER. Not at this time. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I will ask that by unanimous consent the call for 
bills and joint resolutions be continued until all the States and Ter- 
ritories have been called. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I object. 

CHANGE OF NAME OF SCHOONER. 

Mr. REED introduced a bill (H. R. No. 910) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to issue a register and change the name of the 
schooner Captain Charles Robbins to Minnie; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 911) to amend the bankrupt 
law; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
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PERSONS CHARGED WITH CRIMES AS WITNESSES. 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 912) to make persons 
charged with crimes and offenses competent witnesses in the United 
States courts; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


DAVID B. MACOMB. 

Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 913) 
to authorize a change of date in the commission of Chief Engineer 
David B. Macomb, United States Navy; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOHN CLARK. 

Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 914) 
for the relief of John Clark; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


printed. 
CHARLES H. FORRISTALL. 

Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 915) for the relief of Charles 
H. Forristall, late private of Company F, United States Sharp-shooters; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ISAIAH PICKARD. 

Mr. BLAIR also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 916) for the relief of 
Isaiah Pickard ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SIDNEY P. LUTHER. 

Mr. BLAIR also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 917) for the relief of 
Sidney P. Luther; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

OLIVER C. REED. 

Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 918) for the relief of 
Oliver C. Reed, of Charleston, Vermont; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LUCIEN SCOTT. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 919) granting a pen- 
sion to Lucien Scott, of Johnson, Vermont; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN M. GOODHUE. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 920) for 
the relief of John M. Goodhue; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PURCHASE OF LAND IN RHODE ISLAND FOR USE OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. EAMES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 921) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to purchase a lot of land for the use of the 
Government in Providence, Rhode Island; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF SECTION 5574 OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. EAMES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 922) to amend section 
5574, title 72, of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, 1888. 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 923) sup- 
plementary to the act entitled “An act to carry into effect the con- 
vention between the United States and China, concluded on the 8th 
day of November, 1858, at Shanghai, and approved March 3, 1859,” 
and to give the Court of Claims jurisdiction in certain cases; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CITIZENS’ GAS-LIGHT COMPANY OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. COVERT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 924) to incorporate the 
Citizens’ Gas-Light Company of Washington, District of Columbia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES G. SUMMERS. 

Mr. COVERT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 925) for the relief 
of Charles G. Summers, second lieutenant Seventy-tirst Regiment 
New York State Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
2 to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
prin 

IMPROVEMENT OF FLUSHING BAY. 

Mr. COVERT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 926) to provide for 
the improvement of Flushing Bay in the harbor at Flushing, New 
York; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. : 

JAMES W. GLOVER 

Mr. BUNDY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 927) for the relief of James 

W. Glover, postmaster at Oxford, State of New York; whieh was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
HEIRS OF DANIEL M’CURRON. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 928) for the 
relief of the heirs of Daniel McCurron; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COMPULSORY PILOTAGE. 


Mr. HARDENBERGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 929) to re- 
lieve certain ships and vessels from compulsory pilotage ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

RACHAEL A. DAVIS. 


Mr. PEDDIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 930) for the relief Rachael 
A. Davis, widow of William E. Davis, of Newark, New Jersey; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


HORACE B. GARDNER. 


Mr. PEDDIE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 931) for the relief of 
Horace B. Gardner, of Newark, New Jersey; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

SCHOONER BERGEN. 


Mr. PEDDIE also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 24) re- 
ferring to the Court of Claims the claim against the United States 
for the loss of the schooner Bergen; which was read a first and sec- 
ond — referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
prin 

QUARTERLY DIVIDENDS OF NATIONAL BANKS. 

Mr. WARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 932) authorizing the direct- 
ors of national banks to declare quarterly dividends; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FOSTER. Let the bill be read. 

The bill was read in full. 

PENSIONS. 


Mr. MACKEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 933) to provide that all 

nsions on account of death, wounds received, or disease contracted 
in the service of the United States since March 4, 1861, which have 
been granted or which shall hereafter be granted on application filed 
previous to January 1, 1880, shall commence from the date of death 
or discharge from the service of the United States, and for the pay- 
ment of arrears of pensions; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM THOMPSON, 

Mr. MACKEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 934) for the relief 
of the heirs of Brigadier-General William Thompson, of the revolu- 
tionary army; which was read a first antl second time, referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MONEYS PAID INTO UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. MAISH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 935) to amend certain pro- 
visions of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to the 
deposit of moneys paid into the courts of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN NICHTMAN. 


Mr. MAISH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 936) granting a pen- 
sion to John Nichtman; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

; MARTHA J. PORTER. 

Mr. MAISH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 937) granting a pen- 
sion to Martha J. Porter, widow of William M. Porter, late captain 
One hundred and thirty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

BREVET APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr. MAISH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 938) relating to cer- 
tain brevet appointments; which was read a first and second time, 
3 to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
p 8 

THOMAS A. M’LAUGHLIN, 

Mr. MAISH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 939) for the relief of 
Thomas A. McLaughlin; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL P. FEARON. 


Mr. MAISH also introduced a ‘oo resolution (H. R. No. 25) au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay Fearon and 
Jessie Cropin, executrices of Samuel P. Fearon, deceased, for certain 
registered United States bonds redeemed by the Government on forged 
assiguments and powers of attorney; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Meaus, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
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WAR OF 1812. 

Mr. HUNTOW introduced a bill (H. R. No. 940) to provide for the 
recomputation of the accounts between the United States and the 
several States wing out of moneys expended by said States in the 
war of 1812; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE GROVE. 

Mr. HUNTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 941) granting a 
pension to George Grove; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


printed. 
BRIDGE ACROSS THE POTOMAC. 


Mr. HUNTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 942) to authorize the 
Secretary of War to construct a bridge across the Potomac River at 
or near the Three Sisters Islands; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SEMINARY, VIRGINIA. 

Mr. HUNTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 943) for the relief of 
the trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Seminary and High School 
in Virginia ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

- SURVEY OF DAN RIVER. 

Mr. CABELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 944) for the survey of 
Dan River between Clarksville, Virginia, and Danbury, in the State 
of North Carolina, and appropriating $10,000 therefor; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

J. R. PACE & CO. 

Mr. CABELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 945) to refund tó J. 
R. Pace & Co., of Danville, Virginia, the sum of $236.20, improperly 
collected of them by William M. Fearnald, collector of internal rev- 
enue for the fourth district of Virginia; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

TAX ON TOBACCO. 

Mr. CABELL also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 946) to reduce the 
tax upon manufactured tobacco and regulate the tax upon dealers in 
and producers of leaf-tobacco; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. j 

WILLIAM A. GRAHAM. 

Mr. TUCKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 947) for the relief of the 
heirs of William A. Graham ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN VIRGINIA, 


Mr. PRIDEMORE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 948) for the improve- 
ment of Powell’s and Clinch Rivers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 949) for the improvement of 
the Louisa Fork of Sandy from Piketon, Kentucky, to the mouth of 
Dismal, in Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 950) to amend 
and re-enact section 4884, chapter 1, title 60, Revised Statutes of the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


SETTLEMENT WITH RAILWAY COMPANIES, 7 

Mr. WADDELL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 951) to 
provide for the settlement of accounts with certain railway compa- 
nies; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

J. C. CLENDENNIN, 

Mr. VANCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 952) for the relief of J. C. 
Clendennin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


R. L. M’CONNAUGHEY. 
Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 953) for the relief of 
R. L. MeConnaughey; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


A. B. AND J. J. WELCH. 
Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 954) for the relief of 
A. B. and J. J. Welch; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ALEXANDER COOPER AND OTHERS. 

Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 955) for the relief of 
Alexander Cooper and others; which was read a first and second 
e to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
prin 


JUDSON FEMALE COLLFGE, 

Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 956) to reimburse the 
trustees of Judson Female College, Hendersonville, North Carolina; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES O. ROBERTSON. 

Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 957) for the relief of 
James O. Robertson; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT IN NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 958) to provide for 
continuing the improvement of the French Broad River, in North Car- 
olina; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

: TRANSFER OF INDIAN OFFICE. 

Mr. SCALES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 959) to transfer the Office 
of Indian Affairs from the Interior to the War Department; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. THOMPSON. 

Mr. SCALES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 960) for the relief of 
William H. Thompson, late collector of internal revenue for the fifth 
district of North Carolina; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

B. S, JAMES. 

Mr. AIKEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 961) for the relief of B. S. 
James, for services rendered in transporting the mails over route 5610 
during the years 1869 and 1870; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRICT JUDGE, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA, 


Mr. HARTRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 962) to amend sec- 
tion 552 of the Revised Statntes of the United States, and to provide 
for the appointment of a judge of the district court for the southern 
district of Georgia; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

WESLEY JONES. 


Mr. BELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 963) to nt a pension to 
Wesley Jones, of Pickens County, Georgia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF CHATAHOOCHEE RIVER. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 964) mak- 
ing an N for continuing the improvement of the Chata- 
hoochee River, in the State of Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, DALTON, GEORGIA. 

Mr. FELTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 965) for the relief of 
the Catholic church at Dalton, Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ESTATE OF NEHEMIAH GARRISON. 

Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 966) for the relief 
of the executor or administrator of the estate of Nehemiah Garri- 
son, assignee of Moses Perkins; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM HEDGPETH. 


Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 967) for the relief 
of William Hedgpeth, of Paulding County, Georgia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

f J. E. PARROTT. 

Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 968) for the relief of 
J. E. Parrott, of Gordon County, Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

B. A. BRIDGES. 

Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill (H. R, No. 969) for the relief of 
B. A. Bridges, of Bartow County, Georgia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. $ 

FLEMING JORDON. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 970) for the relief of Fleming Jordon, of Maysville, Alabama ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MUSCLE SHOALS CANAL, ALABAMA, 

Mr. GARTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 971) to a ponme $800,- 
000 to continue the work of Muscle Shoals Canal, Alabama, on the 
Tennessee River, in the State of Alabama; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. , 
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ALABAMA SETTLERS, 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 972) for the 
relief of settlers on lands claimed by the South and North Alabama 
Railroad Company ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordéred to be printed. 

WAR CLAIMS. 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 973) 
to refer the claims of certain citizens of the counties of Jefferson, 
Walker, and Winston, of the State of Alabama, therein named, to the 
commissioners of claims for re-examination and report; which was 
read a first andsecond time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
aud ordered to be printed. 

COTTON TAX. 

Mr. SHELLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 974) to appropriate the 
cotton tax to school purposes in the States in which it was collected ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


LANDS FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES. 


Mr. SHELLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 975) to appropriate 
Government lands in the State of Alabama to the public schools in 
said State; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed, 


IMPROVEMENT OF WARRIOR AND TOMBIGBEE RIVERS. 


Mr. JONES, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 976) making 
appropriation for the improvement of the Warrior and Tombigbee 
Rivers in Alabama; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN GREEN, SR. 


Mr. HERBERT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 977) to relieve the 
political disabilities of John Green, sr., of Alabama; which was read 
u first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA. 


Mr. HERBERT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 978) to provide for 
the erection at Montgomery, Alabama, of a post-office, United States 
court-room, land office, and other offices; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


ANTONIO PELLETIER. 


Mr. MONEY introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 100 to author- 
ize the President of the United States to request the republic of Hayti 
to indemnify Antonio Pelletier; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 
DELEGATE FROM INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. HOOKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 979) to authorize the 
election of a Delegate to Congress from the Indian Territory ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affuirs, and ordered to be printed. 


CHOCTAW NATION, 


Mr. HOOKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 980) for the relief of 
the Choctaw Nation of Indians; which was read a first and second 
„ to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 

rin 
x ASSIGNMENT OF CERTAIN LAND SCRIP, 

Mr. ELLIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 981) defining the manner 
in which certain land scrip may be assigned and located or applied 
by actual settlers, and providing for the issue of patents in the name 
of the locater or his legal representative; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

G. ALEXANDER RAMSAY, 


Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 982) for the relief of 
G. Alexander Ramsay; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


TRANSPORTATION ON STAR ROUTES, ETC. 


Mr. ROBERTSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 983) for re-appro- 
priating the unexpended balances of the appropriation for transpor- 
tation on the star routes and by steamboats, and all other than rail- 
roads, appropriated under an act making appropriations for the serv- 
ice of the Post-Office Department, approved July 12, 1876; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, and ordered to be printed. 


OBSTRUCTIONS IN RED RIVER. 


Mr. ELAM introduced a bill CH. R. No. 984) for the removal of 
obstructions in Red River; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 985) for the removal of ob- 
structions to the navigation of Red River; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 


FELIX DANJEAN. 
Mr. DARRALL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 986) granting a pension 


to Felix Danjean, of Louisiana; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed, 


NAVIGATION OF THE CALCASIEU RIVER, 


Mr. DARRALL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 987) making an ap- 
ropriation for removal of obstruction to navigation of the Calcasieu 
iver, in the State of Louisiana; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 
SUPPLIES, ETC., TO VESSELS IN HOME PORT. 

Mr. LEONARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 938) to create a lien in 
favor of material, men, and others, for supplies, materials, and repairs 
furnished to a vessel in her home port, and to make the laws on the 
subject uniform thronghout the United States; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MRS, ELIZA A. SEMPLE. 

Mr. SAYLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 989) granting a pension 
to Mrs, Eliza A. Semple; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

AUGUST MELLON. 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 990) granting a pen- 
sion to August Mellon; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM BUCKLEY. 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 991) granting a pen- 
sion to William Buckley, private in Company C, Fiftieth Ohio Volun- 
teers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

EQUALIZATION OF PENSIONS. 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 992) equalizing pen- 
sions of certain officers; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed, 

ENTERPRISE INSURANCE COMPANY, 

Mr, SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 993) for the relief of 
the Enterprise Insurance Company of Cincinnati, Ohio; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims and 
ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS H. FOULDS, 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 994) for the relief of 
Thomas H. Foulds, late postmaster at Cincinnati, Ohio; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to printed. 

CHARLES E. PIERSON. 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 995) for the relief of 
Charles E. Pierson; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A. G. COLLINS 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 996) for the relief of A. 
G. Collins; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY ANN STONEFIELD. 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 997) for the relief of 
Mary Ann Stonefield, widow of Benjamin Stonefield , which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

TESTIMONY IN CRIMINAL CASES. 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 998) to provide for 
taking testimony in criminal cases on interrogatories; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

EXECUTION OF CUSTOM-HOUSE BONDS, 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 999) relating to the 
execution of custom-house bonds; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ACTUAL SETTLERS ON THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1000) to secure home- 
steads to actual settlers on the public lands; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LIEUTENANT HENRY Z. EATON. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1001) for the relief 
of Lieutenant Henry Z. Eaton; which was read a first aud second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN KATON. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1002) for the 
relief of John Katon; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ores to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 
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BENJAMIN D. LAKIN. 


Mr. GARDNER introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1003) for the relief of 
Benjamin D. Lakin, of Point Pleasant, Clermont County, Ohio; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ROSETTA L. M’KAY. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1004) grant- 
ing a pension to Rosetta L. McKay, mother of Lieutenant Fred A. 
McKay, second lieutenant, Company E, Forty-first Regiment Ohio 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CARL BRUTCHIE, 

Mr. MCMAHON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1005) granting a 
pension to Carl Brutchie; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

_ MICHAEL L. KENNEDY. 

Mr. MCMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1006) granting a 
pension to Michael L. Kennedy; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ALEXANDER KINCAID. 

Mr. McMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1007) granting a 

nsion to Alexander Kincaid, Company B, Sixty-fifth New York 

olunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. KEIFER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1008) relating to the Cum- 
berland road, in the State of Ohio, and to authorize the same to become 
a free road; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DUTY UPON BARLEY IMPORTED INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. NEAL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1009) providing for levying 
and collecting the duty upon barley hereafter imported into the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

PATRICK GLACKIN. 


Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1010) granting a pen- 
sion to Patrick Glackin; which was read a first and second time, 
8 to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WIDOW OF COLONEL LYMAN M. KELLOGG. 

Mr. FOSTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1011) for the relief of the 
widow of Colonel Lyman M. Kellogg; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ELIZABETH HALL. 

Mr. VAN VORHES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1012) granting a 
pension to Elizabeth Hall; which was read a first and second time, 
evade to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ANDREW B. BATELLE AND GEORGE D, EVANS. 

Mr. VAN VORHES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1013) for the 
relief of Andrew B. Batelle and George D. Evans; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JAMES M, SEEDS. 


Mr. BANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1014) for the relief of 
Jawes M. Seeds; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM J. HALPINE,. 


Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1015) for the relief 
of William J. Halpine, for losses sustained while serving in the United 
States Army in 1862 and 1863; which was read a first and second time, 
series to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
print 

MARY KENNEALLY. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1016) granting a 
pension to Mary Kenneally; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TAX ON CIGARS. 

Mr. BANNING also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1017) 
to amend an act entitled “An act to amend section 394 of the Revised 
Statutes, in relation to the tax on cigars;” which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ENLISTMENT OF COLORED MEN IN THE ARMY. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1018) to remove all 
restrictions now existing in regard to the enlistment of colored citi- 
zens in any arm of the United States Army; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


HOSPITAL STEWARDS, 


Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (II. R. No. 1019) to fix the 
rank and pay and to promote the efliciency of hospital stewards of 
the Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BOONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1020) to repeal the bank- 
rupt law; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

: JAMES C. RUSH. 

Mr. KNOTT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1021) for the relief of 
James C. Rush, late chaplain of the Ninth Regiment Kentucky Vol- 
unteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

; NATHAN G. WELLS. 

Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1022) for the benefit of 
Nathan G. Wells, of Russell County, Kentucky; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

WILLIAM D. WOLFORD. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1023) for the benefit 
of William D. Wolford, of Russell County, Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HON. JOHN D. YOUNG. 

Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1024) for the benefit of 
Hon. John D. Young, of Bath County, Kentucky; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Accounts, and 
ordered to be printed. 


SALT-WORKS NEAR MANCHESTER, KENTUCKY, 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1025) for the relief 
of those 8 from the destruction of the salt-works near Man- 
chester, Kentucky, pursuant to the order of Major-General Carlos 
Buell; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SURVEY OF FALLS OF CUMBERLAND RIVER. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1026) to provide for 
the survey of the falls of the Cumberland River, in Whitby County, 
Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


SURVEY OF RIVERS IN KENTUCKY. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1027) directing a 
survey of the Kentucky, Big Sandy, and Licking Rivers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. l 

CAPTAIN LOUIS SOWARDS. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1028) for the benefit 

of Captain Lonis Sowards, of Pike County, Kentucky; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN ARMSTRONG, JR. 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1029) for the relief of 
John Armstrong, jr., county of Kenton, in the State of Kentucky; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


FIRE IN CYNTHIANA, KENTUCKY, 

Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1030) for the relief 
of certain citizens of Cynthiana, Kentucky, whose property was 
destroyed by fire on the IIth of June, 1864; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

EDUCATION OF THE BLIND. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1031) to 
promote the education of the blind; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and ordered 
to be printed. 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS, 

Mr. HOUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1032) for the relief of Will- 
iam Phillips, of Nashville, Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second ume referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SAINT CECILIA’S ACADEMY, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. 


Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bili (H. R. No. 1033) for the relief of 
Saint Cecilia’s Academy, at Nashville, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Cluims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. FUQUA. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1034) for the relief of 
William H. Fuqua, of Tennessee; which was read a first and second 
time, see to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printe 
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ESTATE OF THOMAS HORD. 


Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1035) for the relief of 
the estate of Thomas Hord, deceased, of Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SHELBY MEDICAL COLLEGE, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. 


Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1036) for the relief 
of Shelby Medical College, of Nashville, Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW J. DUNCAN. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1037) for the relief of 
Andrew J. Duncan; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CESSION OF LAND TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 


Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1038) to cede to the city 
of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, a certain lot of land situated 
in said city; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 

. Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed, 
ALLUVIAL LANDS OF MISSISSIPPI VALLEY. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1039) to provide for 
reclaiming and protecting from overflow the alluvial lands of the 
Mississippi Valley; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Mississippi Levees, and ordered to be printed, 


SEIZURES UNDER JUDICIAL PROCESS, 


Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1040) to secure reciprocal 
rights of seizure under process of courts of the United States and of 
the several States; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


MAIL MATTER WITH INSUFFICIENT POSTAGE, 


Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1041) to direct the 
transmission of printed matter throngh the mail when the postage 
thereon is insufficient; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

JAMES PENNYCOUGH. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1042) granting a 
pension to James Pennycough, of Fentress County, Tennessee, late of 
the Second Indiana Mounted Infantry; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. WALKER. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1043) granting a 
pension to William H. Walker, of Fentress County, Tennessee, late 
of Company C, First Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry; whi h 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, and ordered to be printed, 

A. M. TINSLEY. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1044) granting a 

nsion to A. M. Tinsley, of Transdale County, Tennessee, late of the 
First Regiment Tennessee Volunteers in the Mexican war; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


POPULAR ELECTION OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 27) pro- 
posing an amendment to the Constitution for the election of post- 
masters every four years by the voters of the district, village, town, 
or city in which the dutiesof their offices are to be performed; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDEN called for the reading of the joint resolution at length; 
and it was read. 

RAILWAY INVESTMENTS IN MEXICO. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 28) to 
authorize treaty with the Republic of Mexico to secure protection to 
capital and labor of citizens of the United States which may be in- 
vested and employed in opening railway communications in the 
northern states of said republic; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

GEORGE W. BROWNING, 

Mr. THORNBURGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1045) to place 
George W. Browning on the pension-rolls; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. ELLISON. 

Mr. THORNBURGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1046) to grant 
a pension to George W. Ellison; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

UNITED STATES MAIL AGENTS. 

Mr. DIBRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1047) for the relief of 

United States mail agents before the war; which was read a first and 


second time; referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
UNITED STATES COURTS, JACKSON, TENNESSEE. 

Mr. ATKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1048) to provide for hold- 
ing terms of the district and circuit courts of the United States at 
Jackson, Tennessee; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


H. JOHNSON AND OTHERS, 


Mr. ATKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1049) to refund to 
H. Johnson and certain other citizens of Tennessee taxes illegally 
collected from them; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

' JOHN G. RANDOLPH, 


Mr. ATKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1050) for the relief 
of John G. Randolph; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


PROTECTION OF SETTLERS. 


Mr. FULLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1051) for the protection 
of settlers on the public lands of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ENOCH L. FOLSOM. 

Mr. CALKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1052) granting a pen- 
sion to Enoch L. Folsom; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CHARLES d. GALLACIO. 


Mr. CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1053) granting a 

msion to Charles G. Gallacio, late a livatenant in the Thirty-tifth 
Jodiana Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JEFFERSON KINDER, 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1054) 
granting a pension to Jefferson Kidder; which was read a first aud 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL B. ROBERTSON. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1055) 
granting a pension to Samuel B. Robertson; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed, 4 

SAMUEL W. OVERMAN. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1056) 
granting a pension to Samuel W. Overman; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

EMMETT LANGSTON. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1057) 
restoring to the pension-roll the name of Emmett Langston ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS. 


Mr. BICKNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1058) to amend the 
Revised Statutes relating to pensions; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

VENEZUELAN MIXED COMMISSION. 


Mr. SPRINGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1059) relating to the 
Venezuelan mixed commission; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JOHN SPICER. 

Mr. SPRINGER (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1060) 
for the relief of John Spicer, of Ottawa, Illinois; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1061) 
to amend section 3244 of the Revised Statutes, relating to the sale of 
leaf-tobacco by farmers and planters; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

GOLOID DOLLARS, 

Mr. KNAPP (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1062) to author- 
ize the coinage of goloid dollars and fractions thereof of fall equal 
standard value of gold and silver; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SURVIVORS OF WAR OF 1812. 

Mr. HARTZELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1063) to amend section 
4736 and section 4738 of the Revised Statntes, granting pensions to the 
surviving officers and soldiers of the war of 1812 and to the survivin 
widows of deceased officers and soldiers of said war; which was rea 
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a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Peusions, and ordered to be printed. 
GRANTING OF SWAMP LANDS. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1064) ting 
certain swamp lands to the county of Randolph, State of Illinois; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF ILLINOIS. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1065) to divide 
the State of Illinois into three judicial districts and to provide for 
holding eourts therein; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

E. AND W. BUDER. 


Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1066) granting 
relief to E. and W. Buder, of Cairo, Illinois; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


COLONEL JAMES S. REARDEN. 


Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1067) for the 
relief of Colonel James S. Rearden, of Illinois; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JAMES H, LINN. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1068) for the re- 
lief of James H. Linn, late acting assistant engineer in charge of the 
Mississippi squadron, United States Navy; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed, 

SILAS TAGGART. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1069) grantin 
an increase of pension to Silas Taggart, of Randolph County, Illi- 
nois; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM FRANKEBERGER. 


Mr. HENDERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1070) granting a 
pension to William Frankeberger; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COURTS IN UTAH. 

Mr. TIPTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1071) to amend the third 
section of an act entitled “An act in relation to the courts and judi- 
cial officers of the Territory of Utah,” approved J une 23, 1874; which 
was read a first and second time, p nt to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

EDWARD ADAMS. 


Mr. LATHROP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1072) granting a pen- 
sion to Edward Adams; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RECOINAGE OF SILVER. 

Mr. LATHROP also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1073) to amend 
title 37 of the Revised Statutes and provide for the recoinage of 
silver and restore its legal-tender quality; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

BRIDGE ACROSS MISSOURI RIVER. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1074) to au- 
thorize the construction of a bridge across the Missouri River at or 
near Glasgow, Missouri; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

MANUFACTURE OF BRANDY. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1075) to 
authorize growers of fruit to manufacture the same into brandy under 
certain limitations; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

MISSISSIPPI LEVEES. 

Mr. HATCHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1076) to repair and 
rebuild the levees of the Mississippi River and reclaim the alluvial 
lands thereof, improve its navigation, and promote and protect its 
commerce; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Mississippi Levees, and ordered to be printed. 

LEGAL DISABILITIES OF WOMEN. 

Mr. GLOVER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1077) to 
relieve the legal disabilities of women; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MICHAEL C. HENDERSON. 


Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1078) for the relief of 
Michael C. Henderson; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
ELIZABETH PAINTER. 


Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1079) for the relief 
of Elizabeth Painter, widow of John Painter; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 
TERMS OF COURT IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1080) fo provide for 
holding terms of the district and circuit courts of the United States 


at Cart 


Missouri; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to 


e Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
BANKRUPT LAWS. 

Mr. BUCKNER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1081) to 
repeal all bankrupt laws now in force, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN. 

Mr. BUCKNER also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1082) 
for the national education of women; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and 
ordered to be printed. ~ 
EUGENE LEITENSDORFER. 


Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1083) for the re- 
lief of Eugene Leitensdorfer ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


METROPOLITAN POLICE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr, BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1084) to abolish the 
board of commissioners of the Metropolitan police of the District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 29) 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
restricting the application of the fifteenth amendment thereto; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

GEORGE M. D. TOUNS. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill (H, R. No. 1085) for the relief 
of George M. D. Touns; which was read a first and second time, re- 
2 to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, aud ordered to be 
printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1086) provid- 
ing for the erection of — at Jetferson City, in Missouri, for 
the use and accommodation of United States courts and other Gov- 
ernment offices; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the enter ee on Pablic Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES SAUNDERS. 

Mr. REA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1087) granting a pension to 
James Saunders, a soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

COLONEL NAPOLEON B. GIDDINGS. 

Mr. REA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1083) for the relief of 
Colonel Napoleon B. Giddings, of Savannah, Missouri; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIM OF WESTERN CHEROKEES, ETC. 


Mr. GUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1089) to refer the claim 
of the “ Western Cherokees” or “old settlers” to the United States 
Court of Claims for adjudication; which was read a first and second 
fime, retarted to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
prin 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1090) to revive and 
amend an act entitled “An act for the final adjustment of private 
land claims in the States of Florida, Louisiana, and Missouri, and for 
other purposes;” which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LOCATION OF LAND SCRIP, 


Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1091) Zefining the 
manner in which certain land scrip may be located; wh ch was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SOUTHERN CLAIMS COMMISSION. 


Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1092) to amend the 
act establishing the southern claims commission so as to extend the 
same to the Indian tribes; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BLAND. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. BLAND. Then I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business bein 
the House resumes the consideration of the unfinish 


demanded. 
business of 


1877. 
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Monday last, being the motion submitted by the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. BLanp,] which is that the rules be suspended and the 
bill to authorize the coinage of a dollar of 412} grains silver standard, 


and for other pu: be p 
p Was not the morning hour extended by unanimous 


Mr. MILLS. 
consent f 

The SPEAKER, It was not; on the contrary, objection was made 
to its extension, 

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. MILLS. Before the bill of the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. 
BLAND] is taken up, I ask unanimous consent to submit a resolution 
forreference to the Committee on the Rules. Itisaresolutiontoamend 
Rules 51, 52, 53, and 54 of the House of Representatives. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was received and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Rules. 


SILVER-DOLLAR COINAGE. 


Mr. BLAND. I now insist upon the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Prano coming over from Monday last, to sus- 
pend the rules so as to enable him to introduce and the House to 
pass a bill to anthorize the free coinageof the standard silver dollar 
and to restore its -tender character. The bill will be read. 

The bill was 

The first section provides that there shall be coined at the sev- 
eral mints of the United States the silver dollar of the weight of 
4124 grains troy of standard silver, as provided in the act of January 
18, 1837, on which shall be the devices and or ans tions provided 
by said act; which coins, together with all silver dollars heretofore 
coined by the United States of like weight and fineness, shall be 
a legal tender at their nominal value for all debts and dues, public 
and private, except where otherwise provided by contract; and an 
owner of silver bullion may deposit the same in any United States 
coinage mint or assay office to be coined into such dollars for his ben- 
efit upon the same terms and conditions as gold bullion is deposited 
for coinage under existing law. 

Section 2 provides for repealing all acts and parts of acts incon- 
sistent with the provisions of the act. 

Mr. REAGAN, I would ask the gentleman from Missouri if he will 
consent to an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Amendments are not in order pending a motion 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BLAND. This is the bill which passed the House last win- 


ter 

Mr. MILLS. I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. Neither debate nor amendment is in order. 

Mr. EAMES, I ask unanimons consent of the House to ask the 
gentleman from Missouri a question. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to debate. 

Mr. MILLS. I have no objection to a question being asked. 

Mr. EAMES. I desire to ask the gentleman from Missouri in the 
presenee of the House whether this bill authorizes the coinage of sil- 
ver bullion at the expense of the Government. 

Mr. BLAND. This bill, as I stated just now, is substantially the 
one that passed last winter with free coinage, and is recommended 
70 the committee of which I believe the gentleman from Rhode Island 
{ Mr. Eames] is a member. 

Mr. KELLEY. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to debate. 

Mr. EAMES, I ask unanimous consent 

Mr. KELLEY. I object. * 

Mr. EAMES, Will the gentleman allow a proposition to be read 


to the House? 
a KELLEY. I object to any debate and call for the regular 
order. 
Mr. EAMES. I do not ask for debate. 


Mr. COX, of New York. Let the bill be read, 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] will 
listen to me, I think he will consent to take the sense of the House 
upon a single point. I desire to offer an amendment, to strike ont 
4123 ga ns” and to insert“ 309.9 grains,” so as to make it the same 
as the French standard and that adopted by the Latin monetary 


union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain any proposition or 
amendment, ding a motion to suspend the rales. The gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] can accept the amendment. 

Mr. BLAND. I call for the order, 

Mr. COX, of New York. Let the bill be again read. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH. I move that the House now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

3 3 Icall for the yeas and nays on my motion to suspend 

e rules, 

Mr. HUNTER. I desire to ask the gentleman one question. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to any question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CONGER. I would inquire of the Chair if this motion includes 
the passage of the bill, or is it simply a motion to bring the bill be- 
fore the House for consideration ? 


VI——16 


The SPEAKER. It includes both. 

Mr. DURHAM. I would like to hear the bill again read, I was 
necessarily detained from the House until this moment. 

TheSPEAKER. That requires unanimous consent. Is there objec- 
tion to the bill being read again? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Yes; it has been read twice already. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, and the Clerk will proceed to 
call the roll. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 163, nays 34, not 
voting 93; as follows: 


, Bur- 
5 Car- 
lisle, Caswell, Chalmers, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, Ei of Mis- 


A ord, y 
Eden, Elam, Ellis, Eilsworth, John H. Evins, Ewing, Felton, Fin- 


klin, Fuller, Gardner, Garth, Giddings, Glover, Good 
p riar Hartri Hartzell, Haskell, Hatehor, 


Keightley, , Kenna, Knapp, Knott, „ Ligon, 
Nase et M arsh, Martin, McKenzie, McKinley. 
. Morgan, M Muldrow. Neal, Oliver. Pacheco, Page. 5 
son, lips, Pollard, Pound, Price, 


Yeates, and Young—163, 

NAYS—Messrs.. Bacon, Ballon. Blair, Brewer, Briggs, Chittenden, Claflin, Cole, 
Covert, Horace Davis, Denison, Eames, Field, Frye, Gibson, Hard h, Hart, 
Hendee, Abram S. Hewitt, Joyce, Leonard, Lindsey, McGowan, Morse, Norcross, 
Peddie, Powers, Reed, William W. Rice, Schleicher, Stephens, Swanu, Ward, and 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Aiken, Bagley, Wiliam 
. Bi Boyd, r, 

b, Collins, 
Freeman, Garfi Gause, Gunter, Hale, Hanna; Harmer, min W. Harris, 
John T. Harris, Henkle, Henry, Hiscock, ataga piege 3 Jones, Jor- 
— Ketcham, Killinger, Kimmel, Landers, Lapham, Lockwood, Loring, May- 

am, McCook, Mitchell, Muller, O'N Overton, Phelps, Potter, Pugh, aun, 
n n, 


Thompson, 
boys fone W. 
Andrew Williams, James 


So Neha ad voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended 
and the bill (H. R. No. 1093) was 

the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

e from 


illiams, 


Durin 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Iam ee by my co 
New York, Mr. WILLIS, to state that on this question he is paired with 
Mr. Evins, of South Carolina. Mr. WILLIS, if present, would vote 
“no” and Mr. Evixs would vote “ay.” I am — requested to an- 
nounce that my colleague, Mr. MULLER, is paired with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. THOMPSON. If present, Mr. MULLER would 
yote “no,” and Mr. THOMPSON “ay.” 

Mr. ROBBINS. On this question, Mr. Watsn, of Maryland, is paired 
with Mr. SHALLENBERGER, of Pennsylvania, If Mr. WALSH were 
here, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. GOODE. My coll aired with the gen- 
tleman from New York, ALKER, as I under- 
stand, wonld vote “ay.” 

Mr. DURHAM. I am paired with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. 
HALE, who, Peres would vote ‘‘no,” while I should vote “ ay.” 

Mr. BLACKBURN Iam paired npon this question with the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, Mr. CRAPO. If he were present, he would 
vote in the negative and I should vote in the affirmative. Iam re- 
quested to say that the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. CLYMER, 
is paired upon this subject with Mr. OvERTON, of the same State. 
Mr. CLYMER, if present, would vote “ay,” and Mr. OVERTON I pre- 
sume would vote “no,” 

Mr. COX, of New York. My colleague, Mr. Erckuorr, who if here 
would vote “no,” is paired with the gentleman from Arkansas, Mr. 
GavsE, who would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. MAYHAM. Iam with my colleague, Mr. STARIN, who 
if here would vote “no,” while I should vote “ay.” 

Mr. MCMAHON. Iam e to state that my colleague, Mr. 
SouTHARD, is paired with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
O'NEILL. If present, Mr. O’NEILL would vote “ no” and Mr. Souru- 
ARD “ ay.” 

Mr. MACKEY. I am requested to announce that my colleagues, 
Mr. Watson and Mr. BAYNE, are paired. How they would vote, if 
present, I am not advised. 

Mr. BUCKNER. The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Four, being 
unavoidably compelled to go home, requested me to obtain a pair for 
him. Ihave been unable to do so, but I know that if present he 
would vote “ay.” 

Mr, GUNTER. I am paired with the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. 
BURCHARD, If he were here, he would vote “no,” and I should vote 
“g s 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. The pomis from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
SHALLENBERGER, is paired with the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. 
Wars. While on the floor I desire to suggest to the gentleman 


e, Mr. WALKER, is 
„ KETCHAM. Mr. 
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from Arkansas [Mr. GUNTER] that my colleague, Mr. BURCHARD, 
whois absent, is favorable to a bill remonetizing silver, and I am quite 
sure that he said to me he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. GUNTER. Then I withdraw my statement so far as Mr. Bur- 
CHARD’S vote is concerned. 

Mr. ATKINS. My colleague, Mr. BRIGHT, is absent on account of 
sickness in his family. If present, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. WHITTHO . On this question, as well as upon party ques- 
tions generally, I am paired with Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts, who, 
if here, would vote “no,” while I should certainly vote “ ay.“ 

Mr. HARDENBERGH. My colleague, Mr. Pvau, is paired with 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. REILLY. 

Mr. LORING. On this question I am paired with Mr. WILSON, of 
West Virginia. He would vote “ay” and I should vote “no.” My 
coll e, Mr. BANKS, is paired on this question with the gentleman 
from Indiana, Mr. Cogs, who, as I understand from Mr. Banks, would 
vote “ay,” while Mr. BANKS would vote “no.” 

Mr. EY. I am requested to state that my colleagne, Mr. 
CAMPBELL, is paired with my coll e, Mr. ERRETT, and that my 
coll e, Mr. WATSON, is yous with my colleague, Mr. Bayne. 
How these gentlemen would vote on this question I am unable to 
say ; but from the general correctness of their judgments I presume 
me would all vote 2 75 [Langhter.] : 

r. STEPHENS, of rgia. In 1 7 a no” upon this question I 
wish to say that I have no opposition to the general object of the bill, 
but simply to some of its details. 

Mr. DENISON. I have been requested by Mr. ROBINSON, of 
Massachusetts, and Mr. PHELps, of Connecticut, to say that they are 
paired. Mr. ROBINSON would vote “no” and Mr. PHELPS “ ay.” 

Mr. THORNBURGH. I wish to announce that the gentleman from 
Florida, Mr. BISBEE, is absent on account of sickness in his family. 

Mr. BROWNE. My colleague, Mr. Evans, is absent on leave. If 
present, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. BACON. x colleagues, Mr. Hiscock and Mr. LOCKWOOD, 

ired, and also my colleagues, Mr. Camp and Mr. BENEDICT. 
Iscock and Mr, Camp, I presume, as they are men of good com- 
ow the other gentlemen would vote I 


are 
Mr. 
mon sense, would vote “no ;” 
do not know. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. My coll Mr. Ryan, whois absent on account 
of sickness in his family, end if preson, vote “ay.” 

Mr. HART. My colleagues Mr. BENEDICT and Mr. Lockwoop, are 
absent, having paired with Mr. Camp and Mr. Hiscock. I feel war- 
ranted in saying that, if present, those gentlemen would all vote“ no.“ 

Mr. BOUCK. My colleague, Mr. BRAGG, who if present would vote 
“ay,” is paired on this question with Mr. bounn, of Wisconsin. 

Mr. FOSTER. My colleague, General GARFIELD, is absent by leave 
of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of New Ham I am paired on all questions with 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. BAGLEY. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 


Mr. EWING. I move to suspend tho rules and adopt the following 
resolution: 


That the bill to repeal the third section of the resumption law be made 
3 not to interfere with any mpeg wang re bills, for to-morrow at the 
expiration of the morning hour, and from day to day thereafter until the following 


provided 
the time shall be extended, if necessary, so as to allow five days after the morning 
hoar for the consideration of said bill and amendments. 

Mr. PAGE demanded the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 143, nays 47, not voting 100; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Aldrich, Atkins, John H. Baker, Banning, Bell, Bick- 
nell, Bland, Blount, Boone, Bouck tano, Petea Browne, Buckner, Burdick, 
Cain, Š well, W. P. Caldw: Calkins, Candler, Cannon, Car- 
8 John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Rush 
C Conger, Sam Cox, Cra 


Hartri Haskell, Hatcher, Hayes, Henderson, Herbert, 
Hewitt, Hooker, House, Hubi Hunton, Humphrey, Ittner, James Taylor Jones, 


John 8. Jones, Keifer, Kelle enna, Kimmel, Knapp, Knott, Lathrop, Ligon, 
Lynde, Mackey, Maish, Mars 4 McKenzie, MeKinley, MoMahon, Alina, 


ngor, Steele, Stephens, J 
Tipton, hard W. Townshend, Turner, 
elch, Michael D. White, Jere N. Williams, Albert S. Willis, 
Seti piat Brower, B 
Brewer. 
Horace Davis, Denison, Dunn 


"Raine Reed, William W. Rice, wart, Strait, Ward, Wilk 
iama. Charles G. Williams, and Richard Williams_47, GE 

OT VOTING—Mesars. Bagley, William H. Baker, Banka, 

dict, Bisbee. Blackburn, Bliss, 


En, 7 
vidson, Dou; Durham, Dwight, Eickhoff, Ellis, E I. Newton Evans, J: 
L. Evans, Hort, Frooman Gartield, Gause, junter, Hale, emer, 


ohn T. Harris, Henkle, H 


> | the relief of Th 


ders, La 

O'Neill, 

S. Robinson, Ross, Ryan, Schleicher, 8. 

Smith, Southard, Starin, Stenger, Stone, Swann, Thom; = Ames 

Townsend, Martin I. Townsend, Turney, Veeder, Wait, Walker, Walsh, arner, 
drew Williams, illiams, 


Lockwood, . Mayham, McCook, Mitchell, Muller, 
gh, 


» Phelps, Potter, inn, Ro D. Robinson, Milton 
es lenberger, Helen Amalla. A Her 


James Benja- 
min A, Willis, and Wilson—100. 

So a e voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended 
and the resolution was adopted. 

Diog the vote, 

Mr. ROBBINS said: Mr. Warsa, of Maryland, I state once more, is 
paired with Mr. SHALLENBERGER, of Pennsylvania, on all questions 
until Thursday morning next. If Mr. WALSH were present, he would 


vote “ ay” on this question. 

Mr. DURHAM said: I am paired with Mr. HALE, of Maine, on this 
question. If present, he would vote in the negative, while I would 
vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. BLACKBURN stated that he was paired with Mr. Crapo, of 
Massachusetts, who would vote in the negative, while he would vote 
in the affirmative; and that Mr. CLYMER, who would vote in the 
affirmative, was paired with Mr. OVERTON, who would vote in the 
negative. 

r. GOODE stated that he was paired with Mr. WILLIS, of New 
York, who would vote in the negative, while he would vote in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. COX, of New York, stated that his coll „Mr. EICKHOFF. 
was paired with Mr. GAUsE, and that one would vote one way and 
the other another. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. GUNTER stated that he was paired with Mr. BURCHARD, who 
would vote in the negative, while he would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. BRIDGES stated that he was paired with Mr. SMITH, of Penn- 
sylvania, who, he presumed, would vote in the negative, while he 
would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. LORING stated that he was paired with Mr. WILSON, of West 
Virginia, who would vote in the affirmative, while he would vote in 
the negative; that his colleague, Mr. Banks, who would vote in 
the negative, was paired with Mr. Conn, who would vote in the 
affirmative ; and that Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts, who would vote 
in the negative, was paired with Mr. WHITTHORNE, who would vote 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. KELLEY stated that Mr. Harmer, who would vote in the 
affirmative, was paired with Mr. O'NEILL, who would vote in the 
negative; that Mr. CAMPBELL, who would vote in the affirmative 
was paired with Mr. Erretr, who would vote in the negative; and 
that Mr. Watson, who wonld vote in the affirmative, was paired 
with Mr. BAYNE, who would vote in the ay, eh oe 

Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, stated t he was paired with 
Mr. BAGLEY. 

Mr. HUNTER stated that he was paired with Mr. TOWNSEND, of 
New York, who would vote in the negative, while he would vote in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, stated that he was paired with Mr. 
FREEMAN, who would vote in the negative, while he would vote in 
the affirmative. 7 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 


DIFFERENTIAL DUTIES, ETC, 


Mr. WOOD. I am instructed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to move to suspend the rules and adopt the following resolu- 
tions : : 

Resolved, That the President be respeetfull u if not incompatible with 
the public interests, to n o tho 

government, and the orders and directions of e Department 

to the of customs in relation to the recent imposition of a differential 

duty of fifty cents per ton on Spanish vessels entering American ports, with such 
information in reference thereto as he may deem necessary. 

That the of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, re- 

presentatives, at Soe practicable 


together with copies of al 


The rules were suspended (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) and 
the resolutions adopted. 
ASA WALL. 


Mr. HUNTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1094) to remove the disabilities of Asa Wall, imposed by the third 
section of the fourteenth article of the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; which was read a first and second time. 
The SPEAKER. The bill is in the usual form and is accompanied 
by the usual petition. 
Shh bill was ordered to e eee 2 read a third time; and 
ing Bch, Reset. it was accordingly read third time and passed 
two-thirds voting in favor theres. : 


THEODORE F. WILSON. 


unanimous consent, submitted a resolution for 


Mr. GLOVER, b 
ore F. Wilson; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Appropriations. 
POSTAL SAVINGS-BANKS. 
Mr. PHILLIPS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
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No. 7 to create postal savings-banks; which was read a first and 
second time, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency, and that, as it is a short one and relating 
to a subject of general interest, it be printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I do not object to the eres of the 
bill, but Lobject to the reference he pro’ I think it ought to go 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee onthe Post-Office and Post-Roads 
have heretofore had that subject ander consideration. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I to that reference. 

There being no farther objection, the bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and was ordered to be 
printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. It is as follows: 


A bill to create postal savings-banks. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress That there shall be created and opened at 
offices where the salary of the postmaster is pe hase ond seater upwards sa 


banka where the le may deposit sums not less than twenty-five cents, and 
panies os C AESA SUNG On DONDE trem core ont 4 
Seo. 2. T where the account of a depositor shall reach the amount of $25 


ject to call 


e 
at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, 
Sec. 3. br edhe pA wench? nce Fe MOTERN PESSI Sdn Lowey det dag a 


interest at 
of the 
ready 


erein, are 8 and shall be of the 
denominations of twenty-five, fifty, one, and two hun dollars, with coupons 


for opening said sa ‘banks, 
bond with sufficient security is given J each postmaster for such purpose 
shall be his duty from time to time to and receive additional bond as the 


public interests ma; uire. 

Sec. 5. That the — is authorized to issue all needful rules 
e eee ont the visions of this act, and the amount of fees 
allowed under the prov: of act shall not exceed 3 of 1 per cent. on all 
moneys deposi 


RAILING AROUND THE SEATS. 


The SPEAKER announced as the special committee to inquire into 
and report on the propriety of a railing around outer circle of seats, 
Mr, HaRDENBERGH, Mr. TURNER, and Mr. LORING. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. BISBEE, for three days, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. CUTLER, until the 7th instant. 

To Mr. BURDICK, for two days, on account of important business, 

To Mr. OvERTON, till Friday the 9th instant, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, for one week, from November 5. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, leave 
was given to withdraw from the files of the House papers in the case 
of J. M. W. there 12 N adverse report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. WI 8, of Wisconsin, by unanimons consent, 
leave was given to withdraw from the files of the House papers in 
the case of C. A. Bliss, there being no adverse report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. BLACKB A by unanimous consent, leave was 

ven to withdraw from the files of the House papers in the case of 

Rosa V. Jeffrey, W. H. Gray, D. W. Price, and A. S. Bloom, thêre 
being no adverse report thereon. 

On motion of Mr, FORNEY, by unanimous consent, leave was given 
to withdraw from the files of the House the papers in the case of 
House bill No, 797, 


SALARY OF ELECTRICIAN. 


Mr. HOOKER, by unanimous consent, submitted a resolution in re- 
lation to the salary of the electrician of the House of Representa- 
tives; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts. 


THE LATE SENATOR MORTON. 
Mr. CALKINS. I offer the following resolution : 


Resol: That inasmuch as this is the of the funeral of the Senator 
ideston te a enipe yosten opri adeko Ah Bae Rg AS An AAAA 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, before putting the question on the 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Indiana, desires to say that 
he will be absent in Pennsylvania to-morrow, and he announces that 
Mr. SAYLER, of Ohio, will act in his stead as Speaker pro tempore. 

The question being taken on the resolution offered by Mr. CALKINS, 
it was adopted unanimously. 

And eee cl (at two o’clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BOONE: Papers relating to the claims of A. Gates Lee and 
R. 6. Smith to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Carlisle Bridges, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of Robert B. Ferguso 


pensation for by reason of a change of the of a street 
in Washington, District of Columbia—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 


By Mr. CANNON, of Utah: The petition of citizens of Annabella, 
Utah Territory, for ets the pecans of 5 water-ditch for irri- 

ting purposes—to ommittee on Agriculture. 
66h, fc. CASWELL: The petiton of Mrs. Joanna W. Turner, for a 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COLE: Papers relating to the claim of H. J. Phelps—to 
the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: Memorial of A. Snider Pellegrini, pro- 
posing plans for the resumption of specie payment on the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1578, and for the complete redemption of greenbacks and a 
suflicient deposit of gold and silver in the Treasury, even prior to 
that date—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petition of the laborers and mechanics on the new War 
Office, in reference to hours of labor—to the Committee on Educa- 
tion and Labor. 

Also, memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New York, against 


the re of the bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. CRITTENDEN: Memorial of the La Fayette County, Mis- 
sissippi, Grange, for the repeal of the resumption act—to the Com- 


mittee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petitions of Mrs. Ann Conrow and Mrs. Mildred 
Standish, to have paid to each of them the amount awarded them by 
Sir Edward Thornton, umpire in the Mexican and United States 
claims cases—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DARRALL: Papers relating to the claim of Rhodes & Bag- 
aley—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Celestine and Thomas Dalferes, for compensa- 
tion for property destroyed by fire by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina: Papers relating to the claim of 
N. 6. Colter—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route from 
Louisburgh to 3 Mills, North Carolina -to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post- Roads. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of citizens of Iowa, that 8 
of pension be ted the soldiers of the United States Army of t 
late war —to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: Papers relating to the claim of the 8 
house of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of James A. Hinton, for ch tee 
sation for of certain colored men in the employ of the United 
States on fortifications—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: Joint resolutions of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota, asking that pensions be granted soldiers of the Mexican war— 
to the Committee ou Invalid Pensions. 

Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of Minnesota, asking for 
2 of settlers on salt-spring lands to the Committee on Pub- 

0 8. 

Also, joint resolutions of the ture of Minnesota, asking for 
a post- route from Spring Valley, Minnesota, to Chester, lowa—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. DURHAM: Papers relating to the claim of E. B. Head—to 
the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. ELAM: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Mansfield to Manny, Louisiana—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, papers relating to the establishment of post-routes from Green- 
wood, Louisiana, to Carthage, Texas; and from Mansfield to Shreve- 

Louisiana—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petition of the letter-carrers and others of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, for an increase of the salaries of letter-car- 
riers—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FELTON: The petition of James H. to have his 

ected claim re-investigated by the claims commission—to the Com- 


mittee on War Claims, 
tition of Lientenant-Colonel Ward Marston, 


By Mr. FIELD: The 
of the United States ine Corps, to be promoted to the rank of 


colonel, and to be retired with the pay of that rank—to the 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The prens of John J. Fox and George W. Pe- 
terson, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FRYE : Papers relating to the petition of L. W. Tibbetts 
to be repaid certain moneys lost while in the United States service— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. GUNTER: Papers relating to the claim of J. M. Hobbs—to 


the Committee of Claims. 
By Mr. HASKELL: The petition of citizens of Allen County, Kan- 
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for the remonetization of silver—to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

By Mr. HOOKER: Tapes relating to the petition of Thomas W. 
Gough for compensation for property used and destroyed by the United 
States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire: The petition of the Protestant 
Episcopal church of Saint Michael, Charleston, South Carolina, for 
the remission of duties twice paid on the bells of said church—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, 

By Mr. MAISH: Papers relating to the claim of Mary Fearon and 
Jesse Crassin for Pad for certain registered United States bonds re- 
deemed by the Government on forged assignments and power of 
attorney—to the same committee. 

Also, a paper relating to the bill to confer brevet rank upon offi- 
cers who served in tho volunteer army during the late war—to the 
Committee on Mili irs. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of Daniel Knower, Charles Holmes, 
and Ralph Brewster, commissioners appointed by the State of New 
York to erect a monument to the memory of David Williams, one of 
the captors of Major André, for an additional appropriation—to the 
Committee on Nr 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of James Riley, for a pension to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MILLS: The petition of Champe Carter, for compensation 
for services rendered the United States—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of Charlotte Buck, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of Caroline Steif, fora pension 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. MULDROW: The petition of Captain J. H. Estis, for re- 
lief—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. PEDDIE: The petition of Abiel Abbott and John L. Mer- 
rill, for compensation for the loss of the steamer Bergen—to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: Papers relating to the claim of Jodab Spencer 
and J. R. Mead, for compensation for supplies furnished the 
tribe of Indians—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. POUND: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Pine City, Minnesota, to Grantsburgh, Wisconsin—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. PRIDEMORE: The petition of Daniel Miller and other 
citizens of Lee County, Virginia, for a change in the currency laws— 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr, REA: Papers relating to the claim of N. B. Giddings, of 
Savannah, Missouri—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: Papers mere to the petition of Albert 
Grant, for relief—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. STONE: The petition of Mrs. Julia F. Hiscott, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SLEMONS: The petition of William Moss, for compensation 
for preserving the public archives of the United States land-oflice at 
Washington, Arkansas—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. STEPHENS of Georgia: The petition of Samuel Swope, for 
compensation for su pliss furnished tbe United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims, 

By Mr. THORNBURGH : The petition of John B. Cothran, for a 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: Papers relating to the claim of John 
N. Reed—to the Committee of Claims, 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of Rosetta L. McKay, 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the claims of William Donald- 
son, A. M. Gudger, Alex. Cooper, Jesse Williams, John MoMerrill, 
Nancy Patton, L. Lytle, N. G. Allman, S. Hampton, J. H. Plemmons, 
W. H. Moore, W. H. Deaver, A. B. and J. J. Welch, and John Waugh, 
for pooper’. taken, used, and destroyed by the United States Army— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claimsof Robert L. MeConnaughey for 
carrying United States mails—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the establishment of post-routes from Peach 
Tree to Hanging Dog, North Carolina, from Murphey to Peach Tree, 
North Carolina, and from Casher's Valley, North Carolina, to Pickens 
Court House, South Carolina—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. VAN VORHES: The petition of Elizabeth Hall, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WADDELL: Papers relating to the claim of G. H. Ged- 
dings—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of A. Weeks, for compensa- 
tion for services and inventions in torpedo warfare—to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLETS: Papers relating to the claim of John H. Rus- 
sell, for compensation for the use, by the United States, of certain 
steamboats—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: papers relating to the petition 
of Brevet Major-General Robert C. Bachanan, for compensation for 
the use of his inventions by the United States—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the bill to remove the charge of desertion 
from the military record of Alfred Rowland—to the same committee. 


Also, papers relating to the petition of Charles A. Waldemar for 
relief—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the 4 of Richard Hawley & Sons for 
relief —to the Committee of Claims. 

Also pe rs relating to the petitions of John Rentz, John Stewart, 
and John Eggeman, for relief—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

papers relating to the petition of Thomas W. Hewitt for a 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of W. C. Smith and 
other millers and manufacturers of flour in Kentucky, for an investi- 
180 into the circumstances connected with the re-issue of patent 

o. 5841, in favor of Cochran and others; also that the Attorney- 
General be requested to institute a suit for the cancellation of said 
patent, and that the patent laws be amended so as to prevent the 
fraudulent issue of patents—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of sundry claimants who suffered 
losses by the insurgent cruisers Alabama, Florida, and Shenandoah, 
for an additional 2 per cent. interest on their claims—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. YEATES: The petition of James Lawrenson, A. W. Lay- 
ton, and other trustees of the North Capitol Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Washington, District of Columbia, for permission to transfer 
certain real estate—to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claim of Lueinda McGuine 
for compensation for the use of her property by the United States— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, popes relating to the claims of John Allen, Sallie Jarratt, 
and William G. Ford, for the use and occupation, taking and destroy- 
ing their property—to the same committee. 


IN SENATE. 


TUESDAY, November 6, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap- 
proved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from tho 
Postmaster-General, relative to existing deficiencies in the payment 
of salaries of postmasters during the fiscal years ending June 30, 
1876, and June 30, 1877, and requesting, as these deficiencies wero 
created by operation of law, and uot the result of discretionary 
action on the part of the Department, that Con Fh ie ee 
$681,680.37 at the present session to enable the Auditor of the Treas- 
ury of the Post-Otfice Department to audit and balance these ac- 
counts; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of James T. Rauson and oth- 
ers, praying Congress to regulate by law the term of retiring Army 
officers ; which was refe to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MAXEY presented the petition of James T. Craigo, postmaster 
at Paris, Lamar County, Texas, praying that he may be reimbursed 
for loss of property destroyed by the burning of the post-office at that 
place on the 31st of August, 1877; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of B. L. Jackson and others, 
e ig York, praying for the passage of a law authorizing the pay- 
= t of arrears of pension; which was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

He also presented the petition of Allen Baker and others, of New 
York, praying the passage of a law authorizing the payment of arrears 
of pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade and Transpor- 
tation of the city of New York, in favor of the appointment of a joint 
commission of the two Houses of Con to investigate the working 
of our system of savings institutions ; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I present a e which I should like to have 
read. It isa brief petition and treats of a subject as important as 
any that can be brought to the attention of Congress. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the petition, if 
there be no objection. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

To the honorable the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 

We, the undersi, a ittee ted for the by the Ameri 
9 4 Ben en's jp er haben at their Aai rape . Chicago, Hiho June 2, 1877. do- 
sire to memorialize you in accordance with the mete of the following preamblo 
and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted by that body : 

“ Whereas in view of the vast importance of the future forest interests of Amer- 
ica, and in consideration of the lamentable ignorance which, it must be admitted, 
prevails among us, as to an cnlightened system of forestry ; and in view of the rich 
treasures of information that may be gathered by a proper investigation and report 
upon the forests of Europe: Therefore, 

“ Resolved, That in the opinion of this society it would be eminently proper for 
our Government to take speedy action in the matter, and to provide for sending a 
commissioner to examine the present status of the forests of Europo, to study the 
means by which their perfection has been reached, and finally to give the results to 


1877. 
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our fetlow-countrymen in a suitable report, with the data furnished by the obser- 
vations made by scientific men of those 8 to the influence exerted by 

the pee ee the istr 5 17 lan a AEs 
** Resol: That a committee be appoin repare and present to Congress a 
fo appointment of a commission to 


„Hodges, 
Forestry Association, Saint Paul, Minnesota; C. S. Sargent, director 
William H. Brewer, Ya 
Connecticut; E. Moody, Lockport, New York ; D. C. Scofield, El „ 
or 


Illinois ; Robert Douglass, Waukegan, Ilino.s ; Professor J. L. Budd, Shellsburzh, 
Iowa; Barnet Landreth, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; J. T. Allen, Omaha, Nob- 
raska; J. R. Proctor, kfort; Kentucky. 


Fran y 
Your memorialists desire to submit that the subject of forestry and t. 


of industry has been neglected in our country, and we feel the n ty for imme- 
diate action and for the fostering aid of the General Government. Moreover, 
those of us who hay: already madesomeadvances in the great work of reforesting the 
lands that bavo been stripped of their primeval covering of trees, as well as those 
of us who are making attempts to clothe with woodlands the open plains of our 
vast interior and westeru all alike are fally impressed with the magnitude 
of the 3 are discou by the ignorance which unhappily pre- 
vails among us as to the best modes of procedure necessary to bring about the most 
satisfactory results. 

We have full faith in the talents and ingenuity of our fellow-countrymen, and 
believe them ving any problem that may be presented for their solu- 
tion, be it even so great a one as the reproduction of the woodlands, that are now 
so rapidly disa g, and the development of an enlightened system of for- 
estry adapted to our continent. Some of us believe it may even be possible to 
change the t American Desert into a land of trees and water-courses, thus pro- 
viding for its oceupation by a teeming 1 ; and we think our le will 
some day accomplish these results, Still ded by 
Government, the solution of this forest problem will require a century or more for 
its completion in the results of the necessary experiments that must bo carried 
ont, and the country in its threatened needs cannot afford to wait so long. 

But we also feel assured that the centuries of observation and practice which 
have been devoted to this subject in 3 have alrcady oduced systematic and 
successful results in the broad areas of those countries where forestry has been 
most carefully studied and practiced for so great a length of time. From this rich 
treasury of facts, and the ciples deduced therefrom, we feel confident that 
much may be advan ly drawn for the benefit of our country. 

We therefore 6 bog of you to take such action as may be necessary in 
the premises; and that, withont unavoidable delay, will liberally provide for 
the means of sending a commission to observe ully and fully to report upon 
the subject in all its — for the benefit of the evn Enc te and other citi- 
zens of our land, 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


we are convinced that, unless 


JOHN A. WARDER, 
North Bend, Ohio. 


Mr. PADDOCK. I move the reference of the memorial to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MATTHEWS, I desire to present and have read at the Clerk’s 
desk a communication from his excellency the governor of Ohio, 
relative to the expediency of an appropriation to provide for the 
connection across the continent of the systems of triangulation ex- 
tending along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The communication will be read, as de- 
sired, if there be no objection. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


STATE OF OHIO, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 
To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

As a matter of great importance to this and other interior States, the under- 
signed would respectfully urge that an appropriation be made by Congress to the 
full amount of the estimates submitted for that item under the general head of the 
“Coast Survey,“ which provides for the connection across the continent of the sys- 
tems of triangulation extending along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. In the reg- 
ular progress of the work of the Coast Survey the seaboard States are furnished 
with permanent points affording an ample basis for accurate geological or other sur- 
veysin those States. But in theinterior States these points can only be supplied under 
the item of the app tion providing for the special olass of work referred to, 
The restoration of this item is therefore recommended as the only means by which 
this interior State can derive, in addition to the general advantages accruing to all 
the States of the Union from this great work, any direct and immediate benefit. 

THOS. L. YOUNG, 
Governor of Ohio. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 

Mr, INGALLS presented the petition of Mrs. G. P. Moody, mother 
of Elisha Estes, late a private of Company B, Eighteenth iment 
Missouri Volunteers, praying for a pension ; which was refe to the 
Committee on Pensions, 7 

He also presented the petition of B.S. Pate, late a private in Company 
D, Second Regiment Kansas Volunteers, praying for a pension ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

He also presented the petition of Albert Ivers, late captain of 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, praying for an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. INGALLS. I also present certain documentary evidence insup- 

rt of the bill for the relief of W. H. Powell, which I introduced a 

ew days ago and which was referred to the Committee on Claims, 
I move that these papers take that reference. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRUCE presented resolutions of the board of levees of the 
counties of Bolivar, Washington, and Issaquena, ee is favor 
of an appropriation by Congress for the improvement of the Missis- 
sippi levees; which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
Levees of the Mississippi River. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of George V. Hebb, late 


assistant quartermaster United States Army, praying that he may 

bereimbursed money expended by him while acting in that capacity 

2 the Mexican war; which was referred to the Committee on 
ims. - 

Mr. SARGENT. I present the petition of Elizabeth T. Schenck, a 
citizen of the United States, a resident of the State of California, and a 
tax-payer in San Francisco, in which she respectfully petitions for 
the removal of her political disabilities, and that she may be declared 
invested with full power to exercise her right of self-government at 
the ballot-box, all State laws or constitutions to the contrary notwith- 
standing. I also present a similar petition of Laura De Force Gor- 
don, of California. I move that these petitions be referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was a to. 

Mr. THURMAN. I present the petition of Cornelia C. Hussey, of 
Essex County, New Jersey, similar to that presented by the Senator 
from California, [Mr. SaRGENT.] I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY. I present the petition of Eliza Parker, of Thurston 
County, Washington Territory, praying for the removal of her polit- 
ical disabilities. I move its reference to the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. WINDOM. present the petition of Mrs. Charles O. Van 
Cleve, a citizen of the United States and a resident of the city of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, praying for the removal of her political 
disabilities. I move its reference to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada, I her a similar petition of A. H. H. 
Stuart, of Thurston County, Washington Territory, praying for tho 
removal of her political disabilities. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. i 

Mr. OGLESBY. 1 present the petition of Jane Graham Jones, of 
Chicago, Illinois, in which she states that she is the owner of real and 
personal property to an amount exceeding a thousand dollars; that she 
is taxed upon the same for all governmental purposes; and she desires 
to be relieved from this burden of taxation or else to have her polit- 
ical disabilities as a citizen of the United States removed, so that she 
may exercise the right of voting at the ballot-box. I ask that this 
petition take the course of the other petitions on this subject. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. I present the petition of Sarah Burger Stearns, 
of Saint Louis County, Minnesota, praying for the removal of her 
litical disabilities, and that she may be declared invested with full 
power to exercise the right of suffrage at the ballot-box. I move its 
reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 

The motion was a 1 to. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I present a petition of a similar import from 
Medelina Budd, a citizen of Morris County, New Jersey. I move its 
reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. . 

The motion was a to. 

Mr. ALLISON. I present the petition of Eliza P. Willard Harned 
of Thurston County, Washington Territory, praying for the remoy: 
of her political disabilities. I move its reference to the Committee 
on Privil and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I appear in behalf of one of the citi- 
zens of the United States, and present the petition of Abbie L. Stork, 
a citizen of the United States and a resident of the Territory of 
Washington, praying Congress to remove her political disabilities, 
and that she may be invested with the right of local self-govern- 
ment. I move that it be referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. PADDOCK, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 53) for the relief of Albert 
Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Nebraska, reported it without amend- 
ment; and submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to bo 
printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 

A message from the House of 3 by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had the follow- 
ing bis in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the stand- 
ard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1094) to remove the disabilities of Asa Wall, im- 
posed by the third section of the fourteenth article of the amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 192) providing for the printing and dis- 
tribution of the Biennial Register; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Printing. 
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Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 193) to amend section 4220 of chapter 3 of 
title 48 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, entitled “ Reg- 
ulation of commerce and navigation;” which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 194) for the relief of Harry Fones; which was 
Pe aa by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 


airs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 195) to declare certain lands subject to taxation; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 196) to further define therights of persons with re- 

to homestead entries on the public domain; which was read 

twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 197) to provide for the payment of clerical and 
other incidental expenses of United States land offices; which was 
read 3 by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lan 


Mr. KERNAN. I ask leave to introduce a bill amending the laws 
granting pensions to the soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812 and to 
their widows. I beg leave to say, on behalf of the very few of these 
surviving people, that I hope the bill will receive the early consid- 
eration of the Committee on Pensions. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 198) amending the laws granting pensions to the soldiers and 
sailors of the war of 1812 and to their widows; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 199) for the relief of L. H. and G. C. Schneider; 
which was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers on 
the files relating to this case, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill G8 No. 200) for the relief of William T. Duvall; which was 
read twice by its title, and, together with the pa on the files re- 
lating to this case, ref to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 201) for the relief of John L, Williams, sole heir 
of Eleazer Williams, deceased; which was read twice by its title, 
and, together with the papers on the files relating to this case, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
dnce a bill (S. No. 202) for the relief of D. G. and D. A. Sanford; 
which was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers on the 
files relating to the case, referred tothe Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 203) concerning commerce and navigation and the 
regulation of steam-vessels and salling-vessels; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MORRILL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 204) to apply the proceeds of sales of public 
lands to the education of the people, and for the encouragement and 
support of col for the advancement of agriculture and the me- 
chanic arts; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 205) granting an increase of pension to Will- 
iam Winans; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 206) for the relief of James Birney; which 
was read twice 1 title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 207) explanatory of section 1889 of the 
Revised Statutes, and to ratify and confirm certain territorial legis- 
lation; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 208) creating certain mail routes in the State of 
Oregon; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post Roads, 

Mr. WITHERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 209) for the relief of the trustees of the 
Protestant Episcopal Theological Seminary and High School in Vir- 
ginia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 210) for the relief of J. A. Stevenson; which 
was read twice by its title, and, together with the on the files 
relating to the case, referred to the Committee on tikims, 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimons consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 211) to appropriate money 
to improve the 1 River from the crossing of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and Saint Paul Railway bridge above the city of 
Crosse, Wisconsin, to the mouth of Root River below said city; 
3 was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

ommerce. 


Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 212) ting a pension to Charles H. Fred- 
erick; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 213) to survey the Austin-Topolo- 
vampo Pacific route; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Rai 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 214) for the relief of George V. Hebb; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GORDON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 215) to authorize the Secretary of War to issue 
certain arms to the Washington Light Infantry, of Charleston, South 
Carolina; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 216) for the relief of James A. Heard; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COC LL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 217) for the relief of John A. Shaw; which 
was read twice by its title, and together with the Ropers on the files 
Bang Sgn case, referred to the Committee on itary Affairs. 

Mr. Y asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 2) authorizing the ee 
of commissioners to ascertain on what terms a reciprocal treaty of 
commerce with Mexico can be arranged; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 
On motion of Mr. INGALLS, it was 


Ordered, That the rs in the application of Ruth Vaux be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. COCKRELL, it was 


Ordered, That the in the claim of Margarot Ireland be taken from the files 
aad referred $0 the Committee on Clans. 


On motion of Mr. ALLISON, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Anson K. Young be taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


SAVINGS-BOND. 


Mr. WALLACE submitted certain amendments intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill (8. No. 106) to anthorize a long bond for 
the investment of savings; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. MITCHELL. I offer the following resolution; and, if there be 
no objection, I ask for its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed, if not incompatible 
with the public serviee, to communicate to the Senate a statement of the number 
of miles of railroad completed by the Northern Pacific Railroad Company under 
and in pursuance of the acts and resolutions of Congress making grants of land 
to such company, and where constructed, and whether in a continuous line; and 
also what if any, have been made by such company in the location of the 
line of their road, or any thereof, and when made, and whether such changes 
have been recognized peace by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office or the Secre: of the Interior; and also a fall statement of the number of 
acres of land patented to such company under tho acts and resolutions makin, 
grat at lands in aid of the construction of said railroad, and where such lands 


By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to consider the reso- 


lution. 
that the words “if not incompatible 


Mr. MITCHELL. I su 
with the public service stricken out, as this is calling on a De- 
The 


ga 
are 


partment, and not on the President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That modification will be made. 
question is on the adoption of the resolution as modified. 

The resolution was agreed to, 

Mr. MCMILLAN subsequently said: With réference to the resolu- 
tion just announced as having passed the Senate, it escaped my at- 
tention while being read. I desire to ask that the action be recon- 
sidered, and that the resolution be laid over until to-morrow. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I have no objection to that course. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That will be the order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Let it be printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order to print will be made. 


RESCUE OF PRISONERS IN TEXAS. 


Mr. MAXEY. I offer the following resolution of inquiry, for im- 
mediate action: 
e . r the aden hegre he = 3 8 3 to 
Senate. incompa' e terest, n possession 
an yn 9 forcible rescue by phage eve band organized in 
confined 


risoners lawf in the jail of Starr 
to have been 


into the republic of Mexico, and which armed band is 


c with wounding certain citizens of Toxas in 9 said prisoners. And 
the t is requested to advise the Senate what steps, if any, have been taken 
to secure the arrest and delivery of said rescued prisoners, and the arrest and de 
livery of said jail-breakers, and the result of said efforts. 
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Mr. SARGENT. Has the Senator from Texas any objection to let- 

Sagana resolution be printed and lying over one day 

. MAXEY. Not at all. I will come say that at any time the 
Senate desires the reasons which impel me to offer this resolution, 
I shall be to give them. . 

The VICE. RESIDENT. The resolution will be printed, and go 
over under the rule. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD REPORTS. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move to take up the resolution I submitted 
some days since calling for certain reports of the Pacific Railroad 
Companies. It will take but a moment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution comes up as a matter of 
course under the rule. The Secretary will report the resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution submitted by Mr. 
THURMAN on the 25th ultimo: 

Resolved, That the Secre! 


Mr. THURMAN, I will modify the resolution by striking out 
„Treasury“ and inserting “Interior;” so that it will read “ Seere- 
tary of the Interior.” I find the law has been construed so that these 
reports are now made to the Secretary of the Interior. It is a very 
doubtful interpretation, I think; but still it has been done and the 
reports are there. 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. That modification will be made. 

Mr. THURMAN. I also wish to add at the end of the resolution: 
“except such as have heretofore been communicated to the Senate.” 
I find a number of the reports have been communicated and are 
printed, and it would be useless to ask them to be furnished again. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. As thus modified, will the Senate agree 
to the resolution ? 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


SURPLUS DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the resolution reported from the Committee on Printing on 
the Ist instant, in relation to the distribution of surplus documents. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Resolutions heretofore offered come up 
under the rule without a special motion. The Secretary will report 
the resolution called for by the Senator from Rhode Island. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

That the t-at-Arms of the Senate be, and he hereb: instructed 
„ 4 as prac! le, to care- 
fully collate and numerically arrange duplicate sets of all bills and resolutions of 
the ate and House of Representatives, now on tile in the document-room, down 
to and including the Forty-first (March 4, 1871 )) and the Public Printer 
is hereby authorized and ted to bind the same; and that he cause the files of 
all executive and miscellaneous ts and reports of committees for the same 

iod to be reduced to ten copies of each document and report, excepting always 
Sida ature Gad pohara prag saagaa baton aa aunts pager: the Pe 
ceeda of the sale of which shall be turned into the on t fund of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr, Hoar,] which will 
now be read. 

The CHIEF CLERK. Thep amendment is to strike out the 
last clause of the resolution, in the following words: 

And to dispose of the surplus as waste the proceeds of ~ale of which 
shall be turned into the con cont fund oF 1 ™ 225 


And in lieu thereof to insert: 


And of the surplus bills and resolutions as waste the proceeds of 
the sale of which shall be tarned into the contingent fund Ly The Senate; but all 
surplus documents and reports 


he shall turn over to the Secreta: <a 


the sets of uments 
distributed to institu already d or that shall hereafter be designated, 
in accordance with the provisions of law, as 


ies of public documents, 
The amendment was 


agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 
ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. 
On motion of Mr. EDMUNDS, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Thursday next. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 

The bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the stand- 
ard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1094) to remove the disabilities of Asa Wall, im- 
posed by the third section of the fourteenth article of the amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several executive messages were received from the President of the 
United States, by Mr. O. L. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After ten minutes spent in execu- 
tive session the doors were re-opened, and (at twelve o’clock and 
fifty minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, November 6, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m., Mr. SAYLER occupying the chair 
8 5) er pro tempore. Prayer by Chaplain, Rev. JOHN POISAL, 


"The Journal of yesterday was read. 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. FRYE. I desire to call the attention of the Speaker to the 
Journal. I rise to a matter of its correction, and I would like that 
the 8 from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] should hear the point 
which is made. 

One week ago. from Monday last the gentleman from Missonri ob- 
tained the floor for the purpose of offering a bill “to authorize the 
coinage of a dollar of 412} grains silver standard, and for other pur- 
posee, and moved a suspension of the rules, pending which the 

ouse adjourned. Yesterday the Speaker said: 

The regular order of business demanded, the House resumes the consider- 
ation of the unfinished business of 


last, being the motion submitted b; 
the on from Missouri, [Mr. BLAX) Y which is the rules be'suspen 
and the bill to authorize the of a dollar of 412} grains silver standard, and 
for other purposes, be passed. 


The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] obtained the floor, hav- 
ing that motion still pending and because it was so pending. I find 
further on in the RECORD this: 

The SPEAKER, The regular order is the motion of the tleman from Missouri, 


[HE DLD, coming over from Monday last, to the rules so as to enablo 
toin „ the free coinage of the 
standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character. 


Now, sir, that is not the bill the gentleman had the floor on and 
moved a suspension of the rules the preceding Monday, and by which 
he obtained the floor on yesterday and again pressed the motion for 
a suspension of the rules. If it was the same an ee the Journal 
is clearly incorrect. I notice that there were two bills alluded to by 
the Speaker, the first, which was offered on the Monday before, “ to 
authorize the coinage of a dollar of 412} grains silver standard, and 
for other 3 the bill which the 8 er had before him 
when he said as I have read, and it is entirely a different bill; it is 
“for the free coinage of the standard silver dollar.” 

Now, I do not know whether the Journal is wrong or not. If the 
2 offered the same bill yesterday that he received authorit 

or holding the floor to offer, to wit: “ A bill for the coinage of a sil- 
yer dollar of 412} grains in standard silver,” then the Journal clearly 
is wrong and ought to be corrected. 

The SPEAKER pro tem, The Chair would t to the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] that he is reading — the RECORD 
and not from the Journal. The gentleman manifestly is reading from 
the RECORD. 

Mr. FRYE. I was reading from the RECORD, but using my mem- 
ory as to the Journal as and pre by the journal clerk. I 
find that the two accord, and I simply desire the pomas from 
Missouri [Mr. BLAND] to state whether or not the bill he offered yes- 
terday, and moved a suspension of the rales under which it was 

assed, was the same bill identically as that offered on the Monday 

‘ore when he first moved a suspension of the and, if not, 

whether, under the rules, the geo Homm pot any authority whatever 
for thus obtaining the floor for the introduction of a different bill ? 

Mr. BLAND. I had supposed, Mr. Speaker, that the suspension of 
the rules and the passage of the bill ended the matter in this House. 
If the gentleman knows there were two different bills, let him state 
so, If he does not, I would like to know what he is aiming at. A 
bill may have a different title and yet be the same bill. A title may 
be changed and yet the subject-matter be the same. The gentleman 
voted against the bill and had all his rights in that regard, and I 
want him to know that I am not here for the of being cate- 
chised by the gentleman or by any oneelse. If he is not satisfied with 
that answer, he can obtain the information in such manner as he sees 


proper. 
Mr. FRYE. I desire to say that I asked the gentleman for informa- 
tion; but I have every reason to believe that the Journal is correct, 


and that the bill offered by the gentleman yesterday was not the one 
he A rages tm the preceding Monday. 
he SP. pro tem as the gentleman any motion te 


Pore. 
make as to a correction of the Journal 7 

Mr. FRYE. No, sir; for I believe the Journal is correct, but that 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] was entirely wrong. 

Mr. BLAND. Ihave no doubt that the gentleman thinks I am 
wrong; but I believe I am right, and the country and the House 
think so too, the opinion of the gentleman from Maine to the cop- 

notwithstan x 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No objection being made the Journal 
is approved. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr, POUND. I observe by the Recorp this morning that on yes- 
terday, after the conclusion of the roll-call upon the question of sus- 
pending the rules and passing the bill relative to silver en my 
colleague from Wisconsin [Mr. Bouck] rose and used the following 
language: 

My co Mr. Brace, who, if would vote ay,“ is on this 
question with Mr. Ferit of WB a m7) 
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Now, it is true that General Brace, my colleague, is paired with 
myself upon all political questions, but I certainly did not regard 
this question or any of the kindred questions as political in charac- 
ter. If they be, then I certainly have becn guilty of two offenses; 
on some occasions I have voted with my colleague, Mr. BRAGG, and 
on others against him. In the one instance I would be guilty of vio- 
lating my plighted faith to a member of this House, and in the other 
instanee I would be guilty of voting upon political questions with 
the democrats of this House. Now, the one I think I am incapable of 
doing, and I certainly would avoid the e suspicion of the lat- 
ter. I certainly hope it will not be said of one so young as I in 
the tricks and manners of national legislation: “ Another good man 
gone wrong.” [Laughter.] 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, By the RECORD of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings I am placed in a very eee attitude, and I desire to 
correct it. Upon the motion of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
5 to suspend the rules and put upon its passage the silver coin- 
age bill I was present and voted “ay.” After the call of the yeas 
and nays had been concluded, Mr. Hewrrr of New York is reported 
as saying that he had been requested by his colleague, Mr. WILLIS, of 
New York, to state that he, Mr. WILIas, was paired upon this question 
with Mr. Evins of South Carolina. That is an entire mistake. Iwas 
not paired with Mr. WILLIS or with any one else upon this or any other 
question. I have no doubt my friend from New York [Mr. HEWITT] 
was mistaken in his information. In all perelu if any one of my 
name is paired with the gentleman from New York [Mr. WILLIS] it is 
either Mr. Evans of Pennsylvania or Mr. Evans of Indiana, both of 
whom I believe are absent from their seats, 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. If the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Evins] will t me to explain, I will say that at the 
request of Mr. Wix.ts I did state that he was paired with Mr. Evins 
of South Carolina. I subsequently ascertained that the pair was with 
Mr. Evans of Indiana, and I came to the desk and corrected the error, 
and supposed that the correction would appear in the RECORD. I 
find, however, that the error is still in the Recorp, and when the 
gentleman succeeded in obtaining the floor this morning I was about 
to take it for the purpose of making the correction. 

Mr. AIKEN. I rise to a privileged question. Yesterday when the 
vote was taken upon the motion of the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. 
BLAND] my name was called twice distinctly, and I answered. loudly 
both times; yet I am recorded in the Recorp this morning as not 
voting. You are aw Mr. Speaker, that when the roll is being 
called, and after the first two or three names have been called, fre- 
quently nothing can be heard in this Hall short of a steam-engine; 
and 1 yelled with all my voice “ay.” [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman was not heard by the 
Clerk. If there is no objection the vote of the gentleman will be 
recorded in the affirmative. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I rise to a question of privilege and send 
up to the Clerk’s desk to be read a small but erroneous extract from 
rather a small paper. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


It is said that Mr. Cox, of New York, wind of this, and, with the aid of one or 
two friends, induced Mr. § Ns, cha of the Coinage Committee, to move 
its reference to that committee, well knowing that the veneration of the House for 
Mr. would not allow a refusal. Had Mr. Cox made tho motion to send it 
to that committee he could not have secured ten votes; but a simple indication of 
his desire from Mr, STEPHENS carried the bill where Mr. Cox desired and Mr. 
STEPHENS asked it should go and he cut Mr. BUCKNER off; but he practically 
retrieved himself eg aire A getting his colleague, Mr. BLAND, to introduce it as 
his bill, and Mr. Cox was to vote to suspend tho rules and pass it. 


Mr. COX, of New Vork. This refers to the sending the silver bill 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, instead of to 
the Banking and Currency Committee. 

I desire to say in relation to that statement from the Republican 
of this morning, that I had no communication with Mr. STEPHENS, 
except to ascertain from him his particular desire as to the disposi- 
tion of the silver bill, and this after his motion was made, I had no 
desire of a personal nature to take this business from the Committee 
on Banking and Currency, of which the tleman from Missouri 
(Mr. BUCKNER ] is the chairman. But knowing that at the last session 
the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures had had much to 
do with this subject, and that from them originated much discussion 
of the subject, and that the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. BLAND, ] 
who was on the commission—which I had reported and had — 
had made a report upon the subject, I was very willing that he should 
receive proper credit for the matter, and that tbe committee which 
he honored should be again honored. 

So far as this silver currency question was concerned in the last 
Congress, it was divided between the Committee on Banking and 
Currency and the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
The Committee on Banking and Currency reported the subsidiary coin 
bill, the $50,000,000 bill, but another and bill upon the subject 
was under the auspices of the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. Both committees in the last Congress shonld have 
proper credit in the matter. 

I notice in some of the New York papers, which are connected with 
some scheme or other, in regard to which I shall not now speak, a dis- 
position to challenge me for inconsistency on this currency question. 


Therefore I desire to say further, if it be worth while, that I have vo- 
ted this session precisely as I yoted last Congress, My action in the last 
Congress in reporting and voting upon the currency question as to 
resumption and as to silver was entirely consistent with my action 
during this session. I voted in harmony with the letters of Gover- 
nor Tilden and Governor Hendricks, and with the Saint Lonis plat- 
form. Therefore there has been no special inconsistency in my course. 
I thank the Honse for listening to my brief explanation. 


ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE CLERK. 


Mr. CARLISLE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of 
Accounts: i 

e That the Committee on E ditures partm 
be, and is hereby, authorized to em op a clerk: at the — — rate 3 
by law; to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. CARLISLE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was referred; and also moved that the motion to reconsider bo 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

Mr. DUNNELL. I ask unanimous consent that the States and 
Territories which were not called yesterday for bills and joint resoln- 
tions for reference may now be called. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion to this proposition. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

Tho SPEAKER pro tempore. The call of States and Territories 
will now be resumed for the introduction of bills and joint resolu- 
tions for reference to appropriate committees, not to be brought 
back on motions to reconsider. Under this call joint resolutions and 
memorials of State and territorial Legislatures will be in order. The 
call rests with the State of Arkansas, The Chair will state that the 
time oceupied in the execution of this order, just made by unanimous 
consent, will not come out of the morning hour. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN ARKANSAS. 


Mr. SLEMONS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1096) making appro- 
priations for the improvement of the Ouachita River, in Arkansas ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. Í 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1097) making appropriation 
for theimprovement of the Upper Red River, in Arkansas ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1098) making appropriation 
for the improvement of Little River, in the State of Arkansas; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be prin 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1009) making . d e 
for the improvement of Bayou Bartholomew, in the State of Arkansas; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

HARMON MICKLE, 


Mr. CRAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1100) for the relief of 
Harmon Mickle; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

WARREN DRAKE. 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1101) for the relief 
of Warren Drake; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HUGH CORE. 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1102) for the relief 
of Hugh Core ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES AYLIFF, 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1103) for the relief 
of Charles Ayliff; which was. read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed, 

JOHN PULFORD. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1104) 
for the relief of John Pulford; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

BAKER CANFIELD. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1105) for the relief of Baker Canfield, of Saint Louis, Michigan ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


RESIGNATION OF OFFICERS ON STAFF CORPS, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (B: R. No. 

1106) to praviga for the resignation of certain officers of the staff 

corps of the Army; which was read a first and second time, referred 

to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
HORACE C. MATCH, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 249 


1107) for the relief of Horace C. Hatch; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

TUNNEL UNDER DETROIT RIVER. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also presented concurrent resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Michigan, asking Congress 
to aid in the construction of a tunnel under the Detroit River at or 
near Detroit, Michigan; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN H. RUSSELL. 

Mr. WILLETS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1108) for the relief of 
John H. Russell; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. ELIZABETH CUSTER. 
Mr. WILLETS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1109) granting a 
nsion to Mrs. Elizabeth Custer, widow of the late Brevet Major- 
neral George A. Custer; which was read a first and second time, 
oe to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
rinted. 
Š EMANUEL H. CUSTER. 

Mr. WILLETS also introduced a bil! (H. R. No. 1110) granting a 
pension tọ Emanuel H, Custer, father of the late Brevet Major-Gen- 
eral . A. Custer, and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas W. 
Custer; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF SAINT JOSEPH RIVER. 

Mr. KEIGHTLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1111) to provide for 
the improvement of Saint Joseph River, in Michigan; which was read a 
first and second time, ref to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

STEPHEN POWERS. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1112) for the relief 
of Stephen Powers ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E. BRACKENRIDGE. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1113) for the 


relief of Mary E. Brackenridge; which was read a first and second 
See, se to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


MRS, ELLA P. MURPHY. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1114) for the 
relief of Mrs. Ella P. Murphy, widow of Patrick Murphy, deceased ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW NEWMAN. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1115) for the 
relief of Andrew Newman; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES, 

Mr, SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1116) to amend 
sections 1244 and 1258 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH THE ARLINGTON PROPERTY. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1117) to grant 
the right of way through the Arlington property in Virginia to the 
Washington, Cincinnati and Saint Louis Railroad Company; which 
was a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

TONNAGE TAX. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1118) to amend 
section 2931 of the Revised Statutes of the United States so as to 
allow repayment by the Secretary of the Treasury of the tonnage 
tax where it has been exacted in contravention of treaty provisions; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


BENJAMIN E. EDWARDS. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1119) to con- 
firm the title of Benjamin E. Edwards, his heirs, assigns, or legal 
representatives, to a certain tract of land in the Territory of New 
Mexico; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


E. H. HAPPE. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1120) for the 
relief of E. H. Happe; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


FERDINAND CAIS. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a joint resolution (H.R. No.30) 
to enable the Court of Claims to hear and determine the claims of 
the personal sh ri of Ferdinand Cais, a citizen of France; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF GALVESTON HARBOR, 


Mr. GIDDINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1121) making appropri- 
ations for continuing the improvement of Galveston Harbor and Gal- 
poa Bay, in tho State of Texas; which was read a first and second 

ime, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Imove that the bill bo referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. REAGAN. That subject belongs to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and I move that reference of it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I prefer the bill should go to the Committee on 
Appropriations, 

he SPEAKER p tempore. The usual reference is to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, but the question having been raised it will be sub- 
mitted to tho House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The bill belongs to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations as it asks for an appropriation of money for the continued 
improvement of Galveston Harbor, and I hope it will take that 
reference. g 

Mr. REAGAN. This is a bill for the improvement of a harbor, and 
all such bills go to the Committee on Commerce. It is extraordinary 
that it should be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. I 
trust the Honse will look at the matter to see whether the bill should 
be taken from the Committee on Commerce, which has always had 
charge of such business, and referred to the Committee on Appro- 

riations. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. This work is recommended by the Chief of En- 
gineers. This is a duplicate of a bill introduced in the Senate and 
referred there to the Committee on Appropriations. The work has 
been considered by the Committee on Commerce, and it is now only 
a question as to an appropriation to continue the work until the reg- 
ular appropriation can be made, 

The question being taken on Mr, ReaGan’s amendment, there 
were—ayes 87, noes 25. 

Mr. CARLISLE. A quoram has not voted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A quorum not having voted, the Chair 
will order tellers, and appoints Mr. REAGAN and Mr. GIDDINGS. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported ayes 109. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I do not insist on further count. 

So the amendment was agreed to, and the bill was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


SECTION 1661 OF REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1122) to amend 
section 1661, title 16, “The militia,” of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND BRAZIL. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (I. R. No. 1123) authorizin 
the establishing of ocean-mail steamship servico between the Uni 
States and Brazil; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT GALVESTON, TEXAS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. 1124) to provide for 
building for United States custom-house and internal-revenne offices 
at Galveston, Texas; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JOHN FRIERY. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1125) for the relief 
of John Friery; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM REDUS, 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a hill (H. R. No. 1126) for the relief 
of William Redus; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF CAPTAIN J. G. TOD. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1127) for the relief 
of the legal representatives of the late Captain John G. Tod, of Texas; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

COMMISSIONERS OF ALABAMA CLAIMS. 

Mr. CULBERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1128) to revive and 
continue the court of commissioners of Alabama claims, and for other 
Bunge which was read a first and second time, referred to the 

‘ommittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT COUNCIL BLUFFS. 

Mr. SAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1129) appropriating money 
for the purchase of a site and the erection of a post-office and other 
Government offices in the city of Council Bluffs, State of Iowa; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


LANDS LOCATED WITH MILITARY WARRANTS. 
Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, introduced a bill (II. R. No. 1130) authorizing 
the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain and certify the amount of 
land located with military warrants iu the States described therein, 
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tet oe papok; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed 


SALES OF LAND UNDER HOMESTEAD AND PRE-EMPTION LAWS. 

Mr. OLIVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1131) to limit the sale of 
agricultural lands to settlers under the homestead and Em tion 
laws; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Som- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

Mr. OLIVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1132) to abolish cap- 
ital punishment; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Sommittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

DURATION OF PATENTS. 


Mr. OLIVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1133) limitin 
duration of patents; which was read a first and second time, 
to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 
UNIFORM SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Mr. OLIVER also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 31) to 
invite a joint convention of all civilized nations for the purpose of 
establishing a uniform system of weights, measures, and coinage 
throughout the civilized world; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


Mr. OLIVER also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 32) pro- 
posing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States in 
reference to the term of and eligibility to the office of President of 
the United States; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the select committee on the revision of the laws regulating the 
counting of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mr. OLIVER. also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 33) pro- 
posing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States so as 
to elect the President and Vice-President thereof by a direct vote of 
the people thereof; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the select committee on the revision of the laws regulating the 
counting of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ELECTION OF SENATORS. 

Mr. OLIVER also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 550 to 

amend the Constitution of the United States so as to elect United 


the 
erred 


States Senators by a direct vote of the le thereof; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


CIRCUIT COURT JURISDICTION. 


Mr. BOUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1134) to repeal subdivis- 
ion 3 of section 639 of chapter 7 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, entitled “Circuit Court Jurisdiction;” which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BROTHERTOWN RESERVATION. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1135) to 
authorize the issue of a patent to certain lands on the Brothertown 
reservation, in the State of Wisconsin, to the persons selected by the 
Brothertown Indians; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MOSES LADD. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1136) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to adjust the claims of 
Moses Ladd and John L. Williams , half-blood Menomonee Indians, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury to pay the amount found due; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN WHITTAKER. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1137) 
authorizing the Secre of the to adjust the claim of John 
Whittaker against the United States of America; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM T. DUVALL. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1138) for the relief of William T. Duvall; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

MATILDA SHIELDS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1139) for the relief of Matilda Shields; which was read a first and 
secon time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be prin 


DABNEY WALKER. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H, R. No. 
1140) for the relief of Dabney Walker; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 
MARY JANE VEAZIE.. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1141) for the relief of Mary Jane Veazie; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CRARLES W. WOOD. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1142) for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late of Company E, First 
Battalion Thirteenth Regiment of United States Infantry; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MATTHEW HULZER. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1143) for the relief of Matthew Hulzer, late a private Company H, 
Twenty-eighth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to Le printed. 

ANN ANxIS. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1144) for the relief of Ann Annis, widow of 3 Annis, late 
second lieutenant compas? G, Fifty-first Regiment nited Btates 
Colored Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN L, WILLIAMS, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H, R. No. 
1145) for the relief of John L. Williams, sole heir of Mary Ann Will- 
iams and Thomas Williams, and the sole heir of Eleazer Williams, 
deceased ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES H. COOK. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1146) granting a pension to James H. Cook; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CATHERINE BRENNAN, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1147) 
granting a pension to Catherine Brennan, widow of John Brennan, 
e a private Company B, Fifty-eighth Illinois Volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
LUCIUS TAFT. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1148) granting a pension to Lucius Taft, late commissary sergeant 
Company L, First Regiment Wisconsin Cavalry; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

GARRETT F. COWAN. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1149) granting increase of pension to Garrett F. Cowan, late se t 
Company G, Twelfth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. LUTTRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1150) to amend sec- 
tion 2403 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1151) to amend the Revised 
Statutes of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
prin 

CAPTURED AND ABANDONED PROPERTY. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1152) relating to proceeds of captured and abandoned pro in 
the ry of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 

rinted. i 
p FRESH WATER ON DESERT WEST OF FORT YUMA. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1153) to en the introduction and supply of fresh water on the 
desert west of Fort Yuma; which was a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

SALE OF TIMBER LANDS. 

Mr. PACHECO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1154) to regulate the 
survey and sale of timber lands of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN SACRAMENTO, 

Mr. PAGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1155 n money 
for the purchase of a site and erection of a building for t ft er 
office and other Government offices in the city of Sacramento, State 
of California; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
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Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 
C. N. FELTON. 

Mr. DAVIS, of California, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1156) for the 
relief of C. N. Felton, late ‘assistant treasurer of the United States 
at San Francisco, California; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

g PLANTING OF TREES. 


Mr. STEWART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1157) to amend section 
2464 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second 
po ar BP apie to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
* NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. STEWART also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1158) to authorize 
claimants upon even-numbered sections of land within the twenty- 
mile limits of the Northern Pacific Railroad to make proof and pay- 
ment of their claims at the ordinary minimum rate of $1.25 per acre; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be pate 

He also introduced a bill H: No. 1159) extending the time in 
which to construct and complete the Northern Pacific Railroad; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 

SETTLERS ON RAILROAD LANDS. 


Mr. STRAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1160) to extend the pro- 
visions of an act approved June 22, 1874, entitled “An act for the 
relief of settlers on railroad lands ;” which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CHARLES THIMONS. 

Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1161) for the relief of 
Charles Thimons; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ALFRED MULLER. 


Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1162) for the relief of 
Alfred Miiller, late acting assistant surgeon United States Army; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES B. SMITH. 


Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1163) for the relief of 
the heirs of Charles B. Smith, deceased; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

PETER G. MILLS. 

Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1164) for the relief of 
Peter G. Mills, his heirs and assigns; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ANNA W. OSBORN. 


Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1165) granting a 
pension to Anna W. Osborn; which was read a first and second time, 
ae to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 

Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1166) to amend 
section 4220, chapter 3, title 48, of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States entitled “ Regulations of Commerce and Navigation” which 
was read a first and second ti referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be prin 


PETER G. MILLS. 
Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1167) for the relief 
of Peter G. Mills; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


SALMON IN COLUMBIA RIVER, OREGON. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1168) for 
the protection of salmon in the Columbia River; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT IN OREGON. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1169) 
making further appropriation for the purpose of continuing the con- 
struction of canal and locks atthe cascades of Columbia River, in the 
State of Oregon; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


CAPTAIN GEORGE D. HILL. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon, also introduced a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 35) correcting the Army records of Captain George D. Hill, 
United States Army; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr, PHILLIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1170) to repeal section 
1253 of Revised Statutes, 1873; which was read a firet and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


DELAWARE INDIANS, 

Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1171) for the relief 
of the Delaware Indians in accordance with treaty ty, een 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1172) to authorize the pay- 
ment to the Delaware Indians of the amount awarded to them un- 
der the provisions of the treaty of July 4, 1866; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH R. PRATT, 


Mr. HASKELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1173) for the relief of 
Joseph R. Pratt; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. SMITH, 


Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1174) for the re- 
appointment of George W. Smith, of Kansas, second lieutenant Ninth 
Cavalry, late captain Eighteenth Infantry, to be captain Eighteenth 
Infantry with his relative rank and grade in the Army from August 
5, 1861, provided he is not to receive any pay or allowances for the 
time he was out of the military service, Bed 15, 1866, to August 6, 
1873;) which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE SILVERS. 

Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1175) granting a 
pension to George Silvers, private Company E, Fifty-seventh i- 
ment United States Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MRS. O. F. SHORT. 

Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1176) for the relief 
of Mrs. O. F. Short, of Kansas; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

INDIAN LANDS IN KANSAS. 

Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1177) to provide 
for the sale of certain New York Indian lands in Kansas; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to,be printed. 

CHARLES s. WILDER, 

Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1175) for the relief 
of Charles S. Wilder; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

KANSAS CLAIMS. 

Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1179) authorizing 
the appointment of a commissioner and the settlement of the claims 
of certain citizens of Kansas, named therein; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ELKANAH HUDDLESTON. 

Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1180) for the relief 
of Elkanah Huddleston ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM HAYDON, 

Mr. WREN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1181) for the relief of 
William Haydon; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

TERRITORY OF LINCOLN. 

Mr. WELCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1182) to establish the 
Territory of Lincoln and to provide a temporary government there- 
for; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


R. M. THOMAS. 

Mr. CANNON, of Utah, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1183) for the 
relief of R. M. Thomas; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LEGISLATION OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. JACOBS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1184) explanatory of sec- 
tion 1889 of the Revised Statutes of the United States and to ratify 
and confirm certain territorial legislation, and for other p 


urposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


CALIFORNIA INDIAN WAR BONDS. 

Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1185) for the payment 
of certain Indian war bonds of the State of California; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF SNAKE RIVER. 


Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1186) to provide for 
the continuation of the improvement of Snake River, in Washington 
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Territory; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


A. D. FISHER. 
Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1157) for the relief of 


A. D. Fisher, of Washin 
second time, referred to 
to be printed. 


n Territory ; which was read a first and 
e Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 


ENTRY OF COAL LANDS. 


Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1188) amendatory of 
the laws relating to the entry of coal lands; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CLAIMS OF DAKOTA VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1189) to extend the time 
one year for presenting the claims of Dakota volunteer forces as ex- 
amined and reported upon by General Hardie, under special act of 
Congress, approved February 20, 1874, to the proper accounting ofti- 
cers for approval and 3 which was a first and second 
8 2 1 to the Committee on War Claims, aud ordered to be 
Pp 

DAKOTA GENERAL INCORPORATION ACT. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1190) authorizing the 

Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Dakota, by general incor- 

poration acts, to permit persons to associate themselves together as 

ies corporate for the transportation of freight and passengers by 

land or water; which was read a first and second time, 8 to tho 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
JAMES E. MACHLIN, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1191) for the relief 
of James E. Machlin, lieutenant of Eleventh Infantry, United States 
Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PRE-EMPTION. 


Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1192) to permit any 
person, except when such person may havesold orassigned the “claim 
upon which he has filed his declaration of intention, to use his right 
of pre-emption on different tracts of land until he shall have made 
final proof and payment, and to repeal section 2261 of the Revised 
Statutes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS, 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1193) to extend the 
jurisdiction of the district and circuit courts of the United States for 
the punishment of crimes over Indian reservations within the limits 
of State or organized Territory ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws of the 
United States, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES A. LUKE, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1194) for 
the relief of Charles A. Luke; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 
CŒUR D'ALENE INDIANS. 

Mr. FENN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1195) to provide for negotia- 
tions with the Cour d’Aléne Indians and make appropriation for 
their use and benefit; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 


MISSIONARY STATIONS ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1196) to provide for the 
occupancy of missionary stations on Indian reservations; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


SETTLERS ON UNSURVEYED LANDS, 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1197) to protect bona 

ga settlers upon the unsurveyed public lands in the Territory of 

daho; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICT, IDAHO. 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1198) to create an ad- 

litional land district in the Territory of Idaho; which was read a 


ärst and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


FORT BOISH AND FORT LAPWAI MILITARY ROAD. 


Mr. FENN also presented memorial of the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of Idaho asking an appropriation for a military road 
from Fort Boisé to Fort Lapwai, Idaho Territory; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


PORTLAND, DALLES AND SALT LAKE RAILROAD. 


Mr. FENN also presented memorial of the Legislative Assembly of 
Idaho Territory in relation to the Portland, Dalles and Salt Lake 
Railroad ; which was referred to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road, and ordered to be printed, and also printed in the RECORD. 


The memorial is as follows: 


Council memorial No. 1. 


To the honorable the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United State of America in Congress assembled : 
Your memorialists, the council and house of representatives of the Territory 
of Idaho, res; ully show that they earnestly desire to promote the important 
interests of the residents of Idaho Territory, as well as the special interests of the 
e live upon the route of the pro; i Portland, Dalles and Salt Lake 
; and that a bill is now Leer before ea honorable bodies designed to 
hasten the construction of such road; that the bill in question does not call for any 
subsidy or land grant from the General Government, bnt merely proposes a con- 
tract with the General Government to receive therefrom certain guarantees in lieu 
of services to bo rendered in transportation of mails, &., all of which more fully 
appear by reference to the bill itself, your memorialists respectfally represent that 
© people living in every portion of the Territory are vitally interested ia tho 
construction of the 8 railroad and in the above-mentioned bill as promotive 
thereof, and earnestly pray your honorable bodies to consider it favorably. 

Your memorialists would further represent that the main settlements of Idaho 
Territory lying upon the tributaries of Snake River are isolated from rail com- 
munication, at the nearest point, by distances of from two hundred to three hun- 
dred miles. We have no means of demonstrating to the country our great produc- 
ing capacity, whether mineral or agricultural. and no prospect in the future of 
d ng 80 excopt by being gy 4 nto railroad communication with the rest of 
mankind. The consequence of the isolation above referred to has been, that our 
fine climate, rich soil, and great mineral wealth have not been able to attract im- 
migration, while our own population has even decreased by the departure of those 
who are seeking more direct communication with the markets of the Your 
memorialists farther respectfully submit that the welfare of the Territories of tho 
United States is 8 the caro of C ss; made so by the Constitution 
that the powers of Congress ought to be exe lly to ote the growth an 
development of the Territories and fit them to assume the character of States. We 
claim the territ condition is an unnatural ono for any political community 
of citizens of the United States, and only intended, g to tho theory and 
spirit of our 14 —— to bo tempo . Over twelve years have passed since the Ter- 

tory of Idaho was formed, and yet with unsurpassed natural advantages, it is not 
so well qualited for admission as a State at the t time, so far as population is 
concerned, as it wes ten years ago, This is the legitimate resultof tho isolation bo- 
fore referred to; within the few years railroads havo been built to the north, 
south, east, and west of us, with sterile wastes stretching between us and the mark- 
ets whence our supplies are drawn, Our produced th is drained from us and 
circulated abroad to pay enormous rates of transportation. Nothing but our pro- 
lific mines and rich fields could have sustained us under this burdeu. While our 
wealth is thus constantly going abroad it will be seen that we are powerless to foster 
this great national enterprise with our own means, Your memorialists firmly be- 
lieve, and confidently assert, that with a railroad running down the great natural 
highway of the valley of the Snake River, the time will be short when Idaho will 
have the wealth and population to throw olf its condition of territorial dependence 
and assume its place among the sovo! States, while, on the contrary, without 
it, the pect is extremely dim that it will ever be able to do so. 

That our Delegate in Con „Hon. S. S. FENN, be, and ho is hereby, ro- 
8 requested to secure the privilege in the House of Representatives of the 
nited States, of which he is a bongs yee to print the memorial as above and place a 


in the hands of the members of and the lower House of Congress, 
ani TTT 4 A.D.1877 
Passed the house o; ves Jan * A 
Teor og of the Hn a ees We 
eaker ouse of Representatives. 
Passed the council January 4, A. D. 1877. 
1 
A ved Ji 1877. niee Cag 
ro anuary . 
sal 8 M. BRAYMAN, 


SETTLERS IN WIND RIVER VALLEY. 

Mr. CORLETT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1199) for the relief of 
certain settlers in the Wind River Valley, Wyoming Territory; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY WAGON-ROAD FROM GREEN RIVER CITY. 

Mr. CORLETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1200) for the loca- 
tion of a military wagon-road from Green River City, Wyoming 
Territory, to the Yellowstone National Park, and to Fort Ellis, in 
Montana; which was read a first and second timo, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


LAW LIBRARY IN WYOMING. 

Mr. CORLETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1201) making an 
appropriation for the purchase of a law library for the use of the 
courts and the United States officers in the Territory of Wyoming; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

RIGHTS TO LANDS AND MINING CLAIMS, 

Mr. CORLETT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1202) defining and 
protecting the possessory rights of vce to lands and mining 
claims the title to which is in the United States; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 5 A 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will now recognize gentle- 
men who may not have been in their seats when their States or Ter- 
ritories were called. This 3 however, will be exclusively 
for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for reference. 

JOHN KELLY. 

Mr. TUCKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1203) for the relief of 
John Kelly, of Alleghany County, in the State of Virginia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT LYNCIBURGH. 
Mr. TUCKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1204) making an ap- 
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propriation for a Government building, to be used as a post-office, 
court-house, and bonded warehouse, at Lynchburgh, in the State of 
Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 
MARY N. DE HAVEN. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1205) for 
the relief of Mary N. De Haven; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 


be printed. 
TOURO ALMSHOUSE, NEW ORLEANS, 


Mr. GIBSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1206) for the relief of the 
Touro Almshouse in New Orleans; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

JAMES E. MERIFIELD, 

Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1207) for the relief of 
James E. Merifield, late masician in the Fifteenth West Virginia 
Volunteers ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PHILIP PENDLETON 

Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1208) for the relief 
of Philip Pendleton, late paymaster, United States Army; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PRESIDENTIAL TERM. 

Mr. HOUSE introduced a ae resolution (H. R. No. 36) so to 
amend the Constitution as to limit the Presidential term to a single 
term of six years; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the select committee on the revision of the laws regulating the 
counting of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President, 
and ordered to be printed. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF JOHN W. GALL. 


Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1209) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of John W. Gall, deceased, late of Company 
A, One hundred and thirtieth Regiment Illinois Volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES VALIER,. 

Mr. MORRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1210) for the re- 
lief of Charles Valier, late of Company M, Seventh Regiment of Illi- 
nois Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN BROWN. 


Mr. VANCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1211) to place the name 
of John Brown upon the pension-rolls; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed, 

ALLEN, WEST & CO. 

Mr. MULDROW introduced a bill (H. R, No. 1212) for the relief of 
Allen, West & Co., of Mobile, Alabama; which was read a first and 
aes time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

ANTE BELLUM MAIL CONTRACTS. s 

Mr. BLOUNT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1213) making an appro- 
priation available for ante bellum mail contracts; which was read 
aà first and second time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT C. MURPHY, 


Mr. COX, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1214) for the 
relief of Robert C. Murphy, of Washington, District of Columbia, 


late United States Consul at Shanghai, China; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the mittee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE COOSA RIVER. 

Mr. LIGON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1215) making an appropri- 
ation of $250,000 for the are fea pide of the Coosa River 8 
the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers and the point where 
the Selma, Rome and Dalton railroad crosses said River in the State 
of Georgia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON LIGHT INFANTRY, SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, introduced a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. — 170 to authorize the Secretary of War to issue certain arms 
to the Washington Light Infantry, of Charleston, South Carolina; 
which was a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF ASBURY DICKINS. 
Mr. BALLOU introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1216) for the relief of 
the heirs of Asbury Dickins; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
BRANCH MINT AT SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURL 
Mr. COLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1217) to establish a branch 


mint of the United States at Saint Lonis, Missouri; which was read 
afirst and second time, referred tothe Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measnres, and ordered to be printed, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The call of States and Territories is 
now completed. 
CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE ON COINAGE, WEIGHTS, AND MEASURES. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, submitted the 
following resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee 
of Accounts. 

That the Committee Weights, and M and it is 
hereby, authorized to — a clerk 8 3 be paid 
out of the contingent fund of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was referred; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JOHN C. CHAUNCEY. 

Mr, STEPHENS, of 88 by unanimous consent, submitted the 

following resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That John C. e bo continued in the service of this Houso as 
heretofore until otherwise ordered, and that he be paid as heretofore. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was ape and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


be CREDENTIALS OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimons consent, from the Com- 
mittee on the Rules, re back the bill (H. R. No. 282) prescrib- 
ing the form of credentials of Representatives-elect and directing the 
manner in which the roll of the House of Representatives shall be 

repared, with a recommendation that the committee be 3 
m the further consideration of the same and that it be refe: to 
the Committee of Elections. 

The motion was d to. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was referred to the Committee of Elections; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LEONARD. I rise to a question of order. The gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] did not make the motion to recon- 
sider, and I desire now to make it. 

The SPEAKER pro anpare; The gentleman made the motion and 
it has already been voted on. 

Mr. LEONARD. Iam quite sure he did not make it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
STEPHENS] indicated to the Chair his desire that the usual formal 
motion should be put, and in accordance with the universal practice 
of the Chair it was put, and ths gentleman from Louisiana is now 
out of order. 

Mr. LEONARD. I cannot consent to be put down in this way, 
and I insist that I have the right to make the motion and to be heard 
upon the point of order, 

2 SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is willing to hear the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. LEONARD. I make the point of order that the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] did not make the motion to reconsider 
nor did he indicate in any way to the Chair a desire to make it, and 
that the Chair had no right to assume that the gentleman had made 
the motion. I submit now to the gentleman from ia himself 
that he did not make the motion nor indicate that he wished to make 
it, and it was out of order for the Speaker to put the motion ou his 
own suggestion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Ireply to the gentleman from Loui- 
siana [Mr. LEONARD] that I did desire the usual course to be taken; 
but at the same time I had no wish to preclude debate, and if the 
gentleman wishes to be heard npon this question I have no sort of 
objection that he should be heard. The Committee on the Rules have 
nothing to do with this bill; it does not come within the purview of 
their duty; but it does come clearly within the duties of the Com- 
mittee of Elections. The unanimous opinion of the members of the 
committee present was that this bill should be reported back for ref- 
erence to the Committee of Elections, and I accordingly made that 
report. If the gentleman wishes to debate it I have no sort of objec- 


tion. 
_Mr, LEONARD. I wish to be heard, because it was upon my mo- 


tion 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair can hear no further dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. LEONARD. I ask for a decision on my point of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair stated that the 
from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] indicated, as the 
ga now states, that he desired the usual motion put by the Chair, 
The Chair put the usual motion, and there is no question of order 
before the House. 


COMMITTEE ON IMPROVEMENTS AND COMMERCE ON MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a resolution to 
create an additional standing committee on the improvement and com- 


tleman 
ntleman from Geor- 


a 
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merce of the Mississippi River and its tributaries; which was referred 
to the Committee on Rules. 

The resolution-is as follows: 

Whereas the vast importance of the improvements of the Mississippi River and 
ita tributaries, now in progress and in contemplation, and the ever — com- 
merce of said rivers entitle them to separate consideration; and whereas the gen- 
eral commerce country, outside of these rivers, is sufficient to occupy the 


ey of any one committee: Therefore, — ted 
appointed now, 
* til the 


communications to the House upon these subjec' 
Mr. CHALMERS moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was referred ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to, 


OSAGE INDIAN COMMISSION, 


Mr. NEAL. I ask unanimous consent to submit for consideration 
at this time a resolution asking for information from the Secretary 
of the Interior, relative to the commission sent by that Department to 
the Osage Indian Nation in 1875. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


There being no objection, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. NEAL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FORESTRY AND TREE-PLANTING, 


Mr. KEIFER. I ask unanimous consent to submit for reference to 
the Committee on Agriculture and to have printed in the RECORD 
the petition and memorial of John A. Warder, president of the Amer- 
ican Forestry Association, and others, a committee of the American 
Nurserymen’s Association, appointed at its meeting in Chicago, Illi- 
nois, June 23, 1877, on the subject of forestry and tree-planting in the 
United States. 

There being no objection, the petition was received and referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

The petition is as follows: 


To the honorable the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress assembled : 
Wo. the undersigned, a committee appointed for the by the American 
Nurserymen's Association at their a in Chi S. iino! 5 
desire to memorialize in accordance with the s 
n were unanimously ad 
in view of the vast im 
ration of the tted, prevails 


upon the forests of Europe: Th yen 

“ Resolved, Thatin the opin on of this society it would be eminently proper for 
our Government to take speedy action in the matter, and 8 for ae a 
commissioner to examine the t status of the forests of Europe, to study the 
means by which their perfection has been reached, and finally to give the results 
to our fellow-countrymen in a suitable report, with the data furnished by the ob- 
servations made by scientific men of those countries, as to the influence exerted 
by the )orests upon the climatic conditions of the Jand. 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and present to Congress a 
memorial on the importance of early action in the appointment of a commission 
to visit the various countries of Europe where forestry is studied, to make a 


thorough examination of the forestry systems of those countries, and to report 


the results.“ 
The following gentlemen were ted: John A. Warder, president American 
Association, North Bend, Ohio; Leonard B. Hodges, secretary Minnesota 
Forestry Association, Saint Paul, Minnesota; C. 8. t, director Arnold's 
Abvoretum, Brook Professor William H. Brewer, Yale Coll: 
New Bares, Sane t; E.M , Lockport, New York; D. C. Scofield, 
IIlino Douglas, Wauk Illinois; Professor J. L. Budd, h, 


is; Ro $ 
Iowa; Burnet Landreth, Ph hia, Pennsylvania; J. T. Allen, Omaha, Ne- 


; ter, fort, icky. 

Your memorialists desire to submit: That the subject of forestry and * cared 
ing, in all its purest ape god yar tska eatin siop wy ermine 7 pami g rear 0 
. — is a matter of vast importance to the future of our continent. 

Those of us who have at all considered the subject, realize how sadly this branch 
of industry has been neglected in our country, and we feel the n ty for imme- 
diato action and for the fostering aid of the Geueral Government. Moreover, those 
of us who have y mado some advances in the great work of reforesting the 
lands that have been stripped of their primeval covering of trees, as well as 

of us whoare making attempts to clothe with woodlands the open plains of ourvast 
interior and western regions, all alike are fully impressed with the tude of 
tho undertaking and are by the ignorance which unhappily prevails 
anoop mae te the beat inoden of procedure néseasary CO bring shoes IDEIO ent 

factory results. 

We have full faith in the talents and ingenuity of our fellow-coun and 
believe them capable of solving any problem that may be presented for solu- 
tion, be it even so t a one as the reproduction of the woodlands, that are now so 


enlightened system of 5 
Some of us believe it may even be 9 e 


tion by a teemin, 
h these 


ts ocon 


have been devoted to this su in Europo have already educed systematic and 
successful results in the areas of those countries where forestry has been 
most carefully ts poor yrs geal adi sent —sBla RECOS A TORR Or MIA From this rich 
treasury of facts and the deduced therefrom, wo feel confident that much 
may be advantageously drawn for the benefit of our country. 


o therefore tfull of to take such action as may be necessary i 
the 8 C provide ſor the 
ua commission to observe y and fully to report upon the 
bearings, for the benefit of the agriculturists and other citizens 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
d JOHN A. WARDER, 
North Bend, Ohio. 


Mr. KEIFER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1218) to authorize the appointment of a commission to Europe to 
report on forestry and tree-planting in that country; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Agriculture, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIMS AGAINST THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. COX, of New York. I ask unanimous consent to submit for 
. at this time the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 

es 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the Secre of the Na to this House an 
to ia Department under . contracts made bY prede- 
cessor; the amounts due or claimed to be due, and what amounts, if any, have 
been and under what appropriation, and what deficiencies should Bo pre- 
vided for by Congress, if any. 

Mr. FRYE. I object to the adoption of that resolution. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Then I ask that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PAGE. It seems te me that it should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Department of Justice. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will withdraw the resolution now and 
offer it after the morning hour is over. I will ask the Chair if it will 
be in order then for me to offer it? 

The SPEAKER pro tem It will be in order on the second call 
of States in the morning hour. 


OATH OF OFFICE OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. PATTERSON, by unanimons consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the 
R EAAS men ria panera aa 
before the first Monday of Bebe next. d 

Mr. PATTERSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was referred ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


BOARD OF ADMIRALTY FOR MERCHANT MARINE. 


Mr. WADDELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1219) to establish a board of admiralty for the merchant marine, 
and to improve the efficiency of the same; which was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I ask that the bill be read in full. 

Mr. WADDELL. I would like to have it read, and then I will ask 
that it be printed, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

A bill to establish a board of admiralty for the merchant marine and improve 
the efficiency of the same, 

Be it enacted: by the Senate and House of e een, 
America in C assembled, That it shall be the dat; 


and to fill any W which may occur in said 
Sec. 2. The board 


4 A 
trict of Columbia, and shall ha 
list of retired officers of 


prescribed for 
the su sing 5 of steamboats by title 52, chapter 1, Revised Stat- 


of I give! Dis- 
from the 


ates aoe — to 45 . — n ans —— 
recei and making reports © Secretary o reasury, and such other 
duties — are hereinafter prescribed. = 

Src. 4. The member of the board bolding the oldest commission shall be presi- 
dent of the board, and shall determine any question upon which the other mem- 


bers may not agree. 

Sec. 5. The board shall have jurisdiction b; from all decisions made by 
the “su merchant marine — —ę— and their decis- 
ions & be final in all cases. 


Sec. 6. There shall be in each collection district named in section 4414, 8 
chapter 1. Revised Statutes United States, a board, to be selected from the ro 
list of the Navy by the Secretary of the Navy, consisting of two officers not below 
the rank of captain and one passed assistant engineer, who shall be called tho 
s ising merchant marine board for said collection district. 
SEC. 7. The duties of said “supervising merchant marine board” shall be to 
examine orally all candidates for certificates as master or mate of any vessel 
hereafter applying for admission 
ap 


tes 
now — or — 7 merchant marine service of the 
United States, and plicants for the posi: eta ge or assistant engineer 
of any steam vessel in said service. — po exam: ion by said board, ope Leek 
cant for such position shall be consid qualified, the board shall issue to a 
license to that effect, which shall be valid until said board shall suspend or recall 
the same, in which case the holder thereof shall have the right to appeal to the 
board of 5 for a reconsideration of his case, and their judgment in the 
case shall be final; and no license from any other authority than one of the said 
supervising merchant marine boards for the position of master, mate, engineer, or 
“BEG & The office of supervising tospect supervising inspector, and 
EC. © office of su: 1 g s 
local inspector, as now established, are abolished. 
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local inspector of h. to be appointed by the board of admiralty from the re- 
5 ities shall be 1 


speak the English as seamen, coal 
owner, or agent bo shalt lte the provisions of 
misdemeanor, and be subject to a fine of not less than $100 for each offense. 

Sec. 11. Each member of the su; ing t marine board shall be enti- 
tled to receive his traveling expenses, while in the performance of his duty, at the 
rate of ten cents per mile; which shall be certified under oath. 

Ba a aah a provisions of this act are hereby re- 


The bill was accordingly referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. ; 
CIVIL-SERVICE REFORM, 


Mr. BRENTANO, by unanimous consent, submitted the followin 
resolution; which was read and referred to the Committee on Civil- 
Service Reform : 

Resol: That it is in the interest of good government and a reformed system 
of 8 that all officers in the civil service of the United States who in com- 
pensation for their services as such receive a of at least $2,500 and oh pba 
shall devote their whole time to the performance of their official duties, and shall 
not be permitted to carry on any other of any nature whatsoever. 


GOLD IN THE TREASURY. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, respectfull: 
ae toreport to this House, within ten days from 1 this z 


; the kind, character, and amount, in 
as published in the public debt statement for November 1, 1877, with the 
Governme for 


to this Ho 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


TRADE WITH BRITISH PROVINCES. 


Mr. MORSE. I ask unanimous consent to offer for consideration 
and adoption the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved. That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to communicate to the 
House of Representatives, as early as possible, full and complete statements of the 
trade and 3 land and by sea, of the United States with the British Pos- 
sessions in North America in the years 1875 and 1876, with information of the 
amount of duties levied on articles the growth and product of said territories on 
their entry into the other; and such information as may bein his power of the effect 
of such duties on the trade and commerce and on the internal carrying trade of the 
United States by land and water, and such otherinformation as to the effect of such 
existing duties on the commerce of the lakes and the Saint Lawrence River, 
and on the navigation interests of the United States on the high seas; whether, as 
compared with the former reciprocity system between said territories, or a more 
extended or modified application of areciprocity system, as he may beable to furnish. 


Mr. CONGER. I object to the adoption of that resolution because 
it asks for the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury. I have no 
1 to the resolution if it be modified so as merely to call for 
information. 

Mr. MORSE. I ask unanimous consent that the resolution may 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

There being no objection, the resolution was referred accordingly. 


REFUNDING INTERNAL-REVENUE TAX. 


Mr. EDEN. Lask unanimous consent that the Committee on War 
Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. 


R. No, 428) to provide for refanding internal-reyenue tax illegally 
seo) and that the bill be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
eans. 


There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 
ORDER QF BUSINESS. 
Mr. YOUNG. Task unanimous consent to present for reference 
Mr. BUCKNER. I demand the regular order. 3 
The SPEAKER pro The regular order being called for, 
the morning hour now begins at two o'clock; and reports from com- 
mittees aare in order. The call rests with the Committee on Pacific 


PROTECTION OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 


Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
without amendment a bill (II. R. No. 4) to provide a penalty for wan- 
ton injury to the public libraries in the District of Columbia and in 
the Territories of the United States. 

The bill was read. It provides that any person who shall steal, 
willfully mutilate, tear, or destroy any book, or any portion thereof, 
belonging to the Library of Congress, or to any Department or bureau, 
or public library, in the District of Columbia or in the Territories of 
the United States, or any manuscript, print, engraving, medal, news- 
paper, or work of art belonging to the United States, shall be held 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be pun- 


eed by a fine of not less than $10 nor more than $1,000 for every such 
offense. : 
Mr. FRYE. There cannot possibly be any sig Beste to this bill, 


and as it explains itself without any discussion, 


vious question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of ia. I geg 5e to the gentleman that the 
language of the bill should be modified so as to embrace libraries at 
forts and arsenals. There are many libraries of that character. 

Mr. FRYE. I understand there is a provision of law which covers 
all libraries at forts and arsenals. The military law covers them, 

Mr, STEPHENS, of Georgia. If that be so, let it go. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered; 
and under the operation thereof the bill was o; to be engrossed 
for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
perea ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Mr. KNOTT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
the following petitions, and moved that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Department of Justice; which mo- 
tion was agreed to: 

Petition relating to the fees of United States marshals in Arizona 
Territory ; and 

Petition of Thomas J, Durant, for leave to present his claim for 
service as United States attorney for the district of Louisiana to 
the Court of Claims for adjustment. 

Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote by which the petitions 
were referred; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INVESTIGATION OF NAVAL EXPENDITURES, 


Mr. WHITTHORNE,. Iam instructed by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to present the resolution which I send to the Clerk and to ask 
its adoption. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


will move the pre- 


pasein Ye Bf 
88 „ 1877; wi 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. The Committee on Naval Affairs unanimously 
directed the 3 of that resolution to the House, and I hope it 
will be adop 

Mr, FRYE. I make the point of order, Mr. Speaker, the House not 
having referred any measure, bill, petition, or resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Naval A iaire. that itis not competent for the committee to 
report this resolution at this time. 

he SPEAKER pro tempore. The point is well taken, and the report 
can only come from the committee in this form by unanimous consent 
of the House. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I wish to call the attention of the Speaker 
to the rule which confers jurisdiction upon the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. Ithink on readin, . 70 latter clause of that rule the Speaker 
will see it is eminently within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs to report this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will direct the rule to be 


read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


89. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Naval Affairs to take into consider- 
ation all matters which concern the nayal establishment, and which shall be re- 
ferred to them by the House, and to report their opinion thereupon; and also to 
report, from time to time, snch measures as may contribute to economy and ac- 
countability in the said establishment. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. It will be seen by the S er upon reading 
the rule that the latter portion is distinct: “and also to report from 
time to time such measures as may contribute to economy and ac- 
countability in the said establishment.” It is not dependent upon 
nor does it relate to the preceding part of the rule; and under that 
distinct power conferred upon the committee, I respectfully submit 
to the Spesie it is eminently right and proper for the committee to 
report the resolution now before the House. 

. FRYE. I do not understand this resolution of inquiry is in 
any sense a “measure” covered by the word as used technically, of 
course, in this power given to the Naval Committee. Ido not see how 
such a construction can be given to the word “ measure;” that means 
bill, something for positive action; and this is a simple resolution of 


inquiry. 

Mr, CARLISLE. I ask pe eee to read 1 Deine as 
relates to the Committee on Expenditures in avy nt, 
and also Rule 103, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

102. Seven additional standing committees shall be appointed at the commence- 
ment of the first session in each Congress, whose duty shall continue until the 
first session of the ensuing —March 30, 1816. 

To consist of five members each: 
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4. A committee on so much of the public accounts and expenditures as relates 
to the Department of the Navy. A 8 A p 
103. It shall be the duty of the said committees to examine into the state of the 
accounts and expenditures respectively submitted to them, and to inquire and re- 


port particularly— 
Whether the ditures of the respective Departments are justified by law; 
_ _ Whether the Gains from time to time satisfied and discharged pao eot am tive 
Departments are supported by sufficient vouchers, establishing their justness both 
as to their character and amoun: 


t: 
Whether such claims have been discharged out of funds app 


therefor, 

pae 4 p all moneys havo been disbursed in conformity with appropriation 
aws; an 

Whether any, and what, provisions are n to be adopted, to provide more 


ecessary 
ectly for a tion of the publi x 
SpE A Seip E EN enanar a duarantte ie eatteroanti tn Teale baepo: 

And it shall be, moreover, the duty of tho said committees to report, from time 
to time, whether any, and what, retrenchment can be made in the expenditures of 
the several Departments without detriment to the public service; whether any, 
and what, abuses at any time exist in the failure to enforce the payment of moneys 
which may be duo to the United States from public defaulters or others, and to 
report from time to time such provisions and arrangements as may be n 
o 5 to the economy of the several Departments and the accountability of th 
office: 

Mr: CARLISLE. Now I submit, sir, that the effect of the resolution 
just reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs would be to change 
this rule and take from the Committee on Expenditures in the Navy 
eee that work which belongs to it under that express rule of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is clearly of the opinion 
that the resolution in the form in which this comes under instruc- 
tion from the Committee on Naval Affairs, is not such a “ measure” 
as may originate iu that committee and be reported by it to the House 
without reference on the pers of the House. The gentleman from 
‘Tennessee may offer it in the morning hour after the call of the com- 
mittees has been gone through with. The Chair sustains the point 
of order, and rules the resolution out. 


METRICAL SYSTEM. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, from the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures, reported the following resolution for adoption at this 
time: 

Resolved, That the heads of the Executive De ents of the Government be, 
aud they are hereby, requested to report to this House, at as early a date as practi- 
cable, what oigockon if any, there are to making obligatory in all governmental 
transactions the metrical system of weights and measures whose use has been 
anthorized in the United States by act of Congress; and also how long a prelim- 
inary notice should be given before such obligatory use can be introduced without 
detriment to the public service; and that they are also ap Soren to state what 
objections there are, if any, to making the metrical system obligatory in all trans- 
actions between individuals, and what is the earliest which can be set for the 
obligatory use of the metrical system throughout the United States. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I will state, Mr. 10 7 81 that the reso- 
lution comes from the Committee on Coinage, Weights and Measures, 
and merely calls upon the Executive Departments for information. 

Mr. CONGER, The resolution calls for objections, and I ask the 
gentleman to modify it so as to ask also for any reasons on the part 
of the heads of Departments for using the metrical system. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That is covered already, the resolu- 
tion merely asking for information ; and if there be any objection to 
the uso of the metrical system it will of course be stated. 

Mr. CONGER. If there be any objections, why not also inquire if 
there be any reason for using the metrical system? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I have been instructed by the Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures to report that resolution and 
ask for its adoption without amendment; and I now demand the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the resolution was adopted, 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The call of committees for reports having been completed, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore said: The Chair will now call for the 
presentation of resolutions, beginning with the State of Maine, 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I did not hear the Committee of 
Claims called. I ask leave to report back from that committee some 
bills which were referred to it inadvertently, and I ask to have them 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Committee of Claims was called, 
but if there be no objection the gentleman will be permitted now to 
make reports from that committee. 

There was no objection. 


JOSIAH CUNNINGHAM, 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, from the Committee of Claims, re- 
pama back the bill (H. R No. 586) for the relief of Josiah Cunning- 

am, and moved that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


GUARD-HOUSE IN LEXINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, from the Committee of Claims, 


reported back the bill (H. R No. 215) to provide for payment for the 
guard-house in Lexington, North Carolina, destroy by fire while oc- 
cupied by United States officers and soldiers in the fall of 1865, and 
moved that the committee be discharged from the farther considera- 
2 of the same, and that it be referred to the Committee on War 
ims. 

Mr. CONGER. I would like-to have that bill read. 
The bill was read. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ELI PERRY. 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back the bill (H. R. No. 219) for the relief of Eli Perry, and 
moved that the committee be discharged from the further considera- 
15 of the same, and that it be referred to the Committee on War 

aims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EDGAR BEACH, 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back the petition of Edgar A. Beach, of Essex, Vermont, 
for relief, and moved that the committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask to have that read. 

The petition was read. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DAVID M’CLELLAND. 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, from the Committee of Claim 
8 back the petition of David McClelland, for himself an 
others, asking compensation for map of the District of Columbia, 
plates, &c., seized in 1861 by order of the War Department. 

Mr. CONGER. I would like to have that petition read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is a bill here of the last Con- 

with other papers, but there does not seem to be a petition. 
he Chair does not know predany what the gentleman from Michi- 
gan desires to have read. He supposes the gentleman wants anything 


Mr. CONGER. Iwasa little uncertain what the reference should be, 
and could not tell until the paper was 3 r 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will tho gentleman designate what 
he wants read? 

Mr. CONGER. The petition. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. So far as the Chair can ascertain, there 
is no such petition. 

Mr. CONGER. If there be no petition, then the papery sent up by 
the gentleman from North Carolina are wrongly indorsed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The clerks have been unable to find 
any petition. 

. CONGER. If it should happen that by a wrong indorsement 
some paper, not a petition, should be sent to the wrong committee, 
we should feel very badly about it. 

The motion of Mr. Davis, of North Carolina, was agreed to. 


CHARLES H. FRANK. 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back a memorial of Charles H. Frank, asking to be reim- 
bursed for moneys paid by him for subsistence of recruits, and moved 
that the committee be disc from the further consideration of 
the same, and that it be refe to the Committee on War Claims, 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to have that memorial read. 

The memorial was read. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to amend the motion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina by substituting for the Committee on War Claims the 
Committee on Mili Affairs. 7 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I have no objection to the change 


of reference proposed by the gentleman. 
and claims ought not to go to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
lled to submit the question of reference to the 
determination of the 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
This is a petition that was wrongly referred to the Committee of 
it should be refe to the Committee on Military Affairs. The peti- 
t, 
The SPEAKER pro tempore announced that the “ noes” seemed to 
Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, what is the question 


Mr. CONGER. I object. 

Mr. BANNING. Tf object, also. I understand that this is a claim, 

The SP R pro tempore. That is unquestionably correct; but 
the Chair will be com 4 

Touse. 

Mr. FOSTER. This memorial refers to military matters, and ought 
to y 

Mr. EDEN. I would like to have the bill read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is no bill before the House. 
Claims, It belongs properly, under the rules, to the Committee on 
War Claims. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] moves that 
tion has just been read. 

The question being taken on Mr. Foster’s amendmen 
have it. 

Mr. FOSTER. I call for a division. 
on which the division is demanded ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the amendment substituting the 
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Committee on Military Affairs for the Committee on War Claims as 
the committee to which this memorial shall be referred. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 19, noes 53—no quorum 
voting. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore under the rule, ordered tellers; and 
appointed Mr. FOSTER, and Mr. Davis of North Carolina. 

Mr. BANNING. Iam willing to withdraw my objection. 

55 SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection has been made by other 

ntlemen. 
The House again divided; and the tellers re 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. A quorum 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The question being taken on the motion to adjourn, there were— 
ayes 73, noes 68. 

Several members called for tellers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will appoint tellers, as the 
count is so close, 

Mr. FOSTER. Icall for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
30, nays 155, not voting 105; as follows: 
' YEAS—Messrs, 


yes 19, noes 58. 
not voted. I move 


iliam W. Rice Rot bine Shallow ‘Sta hens, 
€ „ io" ens, 


Blackbarn, Blair, Bland ©, Bouck, Boyd, Brentano, 
Brogden, Buckner, Bundy, C: John W. Cald 
lisle, Caswell, Chalmers, Chittenden, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, 
i of Missouri, Kush k, Cole, Conger, Co 

nden, Cummings, Horace Davis, Joseph J. Davie: Dooring, Dibrell, Dickey, Dun- 
noll, Durham, Eames, Eden, Elam, Ellis, John 

‘ester, Franklin Frye, Gardner, Garth, Giddings, Glover, Goode, ton, Har- 
denbergh, Henry R. Harrison, Hart, 3 Hartzell, Haskell, Hatcher, 
Ifayes, Hazelton, Hendee, Henderson, Abram S. Hewitt, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, 
Herbert, Mouse, Hubbell, Hunter, Humphrey, Ittner, James Taylor Jones, John 
S. Jones, Jorgensen, Keifer, Keightley, Lathrop, $ don 
Manning, Marsh, Martin, Mayham, McGowan, McHenzie, McKinley, Mc 
Mitchell, Monroe, Me Muldrow, Neal, N. o Patterson, Peddie, 
ce pa Pollard, 5 Prid 


W. 


. Townsh er ance, Van Vorhes, Waddell, Michael D. White, 
Whitthorne, Willets, Al Charles 


. Williams, Albert S. Willis, 


ne, Beebe, Bene- 
dict, Bisbeo, Bliss, Ho ay Bragg, Bright, 55 Burdick, Butler, 
‘lalin, Alvah A. Clark, Ci yee, Coss, Collins, 83 


unton, Hungerford, James, Frank Jones, Joyoo, Kelley, 
Kim K — Landers, Lapham, ig MaA 
Overton, Pacheco, Phelps, Potter, Powers, P. 

werts, George D. Robinson, Rosa, R. p Šayler 


Sinnickson, Smalls, A. Herr Smith. Sou tarin, 
Townsend, 4 Š Waa ee Walsh, Ward, Warner, Watson, Welch, 
8 w Williama, ‘ames Williama, Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, and 
oung— 
Bo the House refused to adjourn. 
REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The morning hour having e: 
the regular order is the consideration of the bill reported 5 ray ree 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nc] from the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, being the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
tho 5 enti “ An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
men 

Mr. EWING obtained the floor. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EIN] to 
yield to me to offer an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. EWING. I yield for that pony 

Mr. HUBBELL, I offer the amen t which I send to the Clerk's 


csk. 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Amendment in tho nature ofa substitute: Strike out all after the cnacting clause 
and insest the following, to wit: 
of specie pay- 


That so much of m 3of an act to for resumption 
des for the redemption in coin, by 


5 Jan 14, 1875, as 

Unt gg bed all legal tender notes outstanding on the Ist day of Jan 1879, 

embraced in clause of said section of ssid act in the following, to wit, 

* And on and after the Ist day of January, A. D. 1879, the of the Treas- 
ry shall redeem in coin the United States J -tender notes then outstanding, on 
oir tation for redemption at the office of tho assistan 

nited States In the city of 


a 


çon: as not to authorize or require the t to retire and 
cancel said notes, redeemed as aforesaid, but to ant and require said Secre- 
tary — ee eles ee „ 1 said 
notes s re-issued, value, in payment o; claims emands against 
tho United States or in'exchan Soe coin; and said notes are hereby mado a logal 

and receivable, at thelr faco valne, (in payment of duties on importa or 


other dues to the Government, and for all debts,) t where coin tis 
i and all provisions of law in conflict with this act 


80 much of 
provide for the resumption 5 — 
ments.“ approved January 14. 1875, as provides for the Todan ption of the United 
States legal-tender notes outstanding on the Ist day of January, 1879, and toamend 
tho said act of January 14, and other acta." 


The SPEAKER mo tempora The amendment will be considered as 
pending, and will be printed. 


VI——17 


Mr. MORRISON, . I ask the gentleman from Ohio to yield to me to 
offer an amendment, for the purpose of having it printed and consid- 
ered as pending. 

Mr. EWING. I yield for that purpose. 

The Clerk read the amendment of Mr. Morrison, as follows: 
praia a ee Seah in et Se eine it shall annually set 
aside and retain as a resumption fund from the coin recei 
bonds deposited with the Treasurer of the United States as securit; 
lation, an amount equal to 3 per cent. of its circulating notes issu 
an part of tho lawin money reservo whisk said banking associations ere by Otis 
as 
rates required to maintain. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that all the amendments be printed in tho 
RECORD and also in bill form. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. POUND. I desire to offer the amendment which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 0 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a question of order. I understand that 
under the rules of the House but two amendments can be pending. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that the rules 
of the House were suspended yesterday and a special order made in 
reference to this bill, which allows all amendments to be printed for 
the information of members and considered as pending. That order 
was made under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In what order will they be voted on? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the order of their presentation, 
The Chair knows of no other method, and believes that that is the 
method ordinarily adopted. 

The Clerk read the amendment of Mr. POUND, as follows: 


ntes of the United limiting the aggregate amoun circulating noi 

national-banking be, and is hereby, ag agora and each oxist 

ing association may increase its circulating notes in accordance 

withont respect to said limit; and new banking 
i in accordance with existing iiaia pear pine: aru eatery 

and the provisions of law for the withdrawal and tion o -bauk 

currency among States and Territories are hereby sd. And when- 

ever and go often as cirow! notes shall 


1879, the shall receive, on 535 ſor such 
p t the office of the assistant treasurer of the United States in the city of 

ow Yi the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding, in sums of not 
less therefor gold and silver cain of the United States at 


, such legal-tender notes so recei to be again 
issued and paid out; and shall be, t 
tender notes, lawful m and 
private, within the U 
contract. 


out in the samo manner as 
with all outstanding legal- 
a legal tender in payment of all debts, 2 5 a 
States, excopt where otherwise expressly provided by 


And to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to and provide for the ex- 
change in this act authorized or required, he is au to use any surplus rov- 
enues, from time to time, in the 3 § to issue, 
sell, and dispose of, at not leas than par in coin, either of scriptions of bonds 
of the United States described in the act of Congress approved July 14, 1820, enti- 
tled “ An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” with like quali 


thereof for the purposes And all prov 
of this act are hereb: od. 
— eee of the act tm 
payments.“ 
Mr. COX, of Ohio, offered the following amendment: 


Strike out all after the enacting clanse, and insert: 

That section 3 of the act passed January 14, 1875. entitled “An act to provide 
for the resumption of specio 8 be so amended as to read as follows, to wit: 
SEC. 3. section 5177 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, limiti 
the aggregate amount of circulating notes of national-banking associations be, ant 


law without respect to te limit; and the provisions of law for the 

wal and redistribution of national- kc currency among the several States 
and Territories are hereb: And on and after the Ist day of January, A. 
D. 1878, the Secretary of on their presen for 


outstanding, at the rate of ninety-soven cents on the dollar, in And on and 
after the 1st da: — a A. D. 1878, the Secretary of the Treasury shall, under 
the same limitato in like manner redeem said notes at the rate of ninet -seven 


and a half cents on the dollar, in coin. And on and after the Ist day of Jan > 
A. D, 1879, the Secretary of t „55 nies 
manner redeem said notes at the rate of nincty-cight cents 

d on and after the ist day of July, A. D. 1879, the Sec 
same limitations, in liko ranner redeem 
of sry det and one-half cents on the dollar, pr coin. And on and after 


g 
: 
3 
3 
E 


the Ist of Jan , A. D. 1880, the Secretary of the Treasury shall, under 

the same 25 like manner redeem said notes at nincty-nine conta 

on the dollar, in ; and on and after the Ist day of July, A. D. 1880, the 
of the Treasury shall, under the same 

deem said notes at ninety-nine and one-half cents on the dollar, in coin; and 

on and after the Ist da 1 1881, the Se of the ‘Treasury 

shall, under the same tations, in like manner notes at par in 


coin id legal-tender notes which may be in excess of tho sum of 
800,000,000 shall, as the same may be redecmed, be canceled and destroyed, as 
shall also Somes fractional currency named in the first section of this act, us 


it shall bo redeomed. And after the issue of said legal-tender notes shall bo 
reduced by such redemption op aici’ to the snm of $00,000,100 any furthe 
sams of said notes which may be redeemed under the provisions of this not aba 
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3 canceled and destroyed, but may bo re-issued under any appropriation made 
ngress, 

My nd 15 enable the Seoretary of the Treasury to prepare and provide for the 
redemption in this act authorized or required, he is authorized to use any surplus 
rovenues from time to time in the Treasury and not otherwise appro riated, and to 
ang, sell, and di of, at not less than par, in coin, either of the descriptions of 
bonds of the United States described in the act of Congress, approved July 14, A. 
D. 1870, entitled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debe” with 
like qualities, privileges, and exemptions to the extent necessary to this act 
into full effect. and to use the proceeds thereof for the purposes aforesaid; and all 
provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 


Mr. CUMMINGS offered the following amendment: - 


That whenever, in the opinion of the President of the United States and the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the coin reserve held in the Treasury of tho United 
States, arising either from receipts of revenue, by purchase under this act, or 
otherwise, is sufficient to authorize the Government of the United States to com- 
mence the redemption of United States legal-tender notes, then the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall give official notice th and thereupon shall redeem, in United 
States gold or silver coin, or, both, such legal-tender notes as may be presented for 


redem ee. said notes shall be presented in sums of not less than $50, at 


the office assistant treasurer of the United States in the city of New York. 
And so much of section 3 of the act of Congress approved January 14, 1875, en- 
titled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” as requires such 
redemption to commence on the 1st day of January, A. D. 1879, is hereby repealed. 
The legal-tender notes redeemed pursuant bereto shall not be destroyed, but 
remain in the Treasury, to be re-issued as the needs of the Government may re- 
nire. And said -tender notes, whether re-issued or remaining outstanding, 
shall continue to be legal tender to the same extent as before the passage of this 
— 5 ding the Government shall have commenced their redemption as 
erein provided, 
That section 3516 of the Revised Statutes prohibiting the coinage of the 
silver dollar be, and is hereby, repealed; and the second subdivision of section 3694 
of the Revised Statutes, providing for the setting apart a sinking fund, is hereby 
suspended until such time as the Government of the United States shall com- 
mence the redemption of United States legal-tender notes as herein provided. 

Sec. 3. That the Secre: of the Treasury is directed, with any and all surplus 
revenne there may now or fter be in the Treasury of the United States, not 
otherwise approp to purchase silver bullion, and have the same coined into 
the silver dollars provided by this act, and said coins shall be set apart and held as 
a special fund until the of the Treasury shall commence the redemption, 
in coin, of the United States legal-tender notes outstanding. And after said com- 
mencement of redemption the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed 
to use such other and further revenue, or so much ther-of as may be required there- 
for, in the purchase of silver bullion for coinage, or silver or gold coin, as the same 
may bo needed to maintain such redemption. 

Sao. 4. That there shall be, from time to time, struck and coined, at the Mint of 
the United States and the branches thereof, silver dollars of the weight of 4124 
grains troy, of standard silver, as provided in the act of January Is, 1837, on 
which shall be the devices and superscriptions provided by said act. 

Sec. 5. That said silver dollar, coined in conformity with tho foregoing section, 
and all silver dollars of said weight and fineness heretofore coined by the mints of 
the United States, shall bea legal tender of payment, according to their nominal 
value, for all debts, public and private, except where otherwise provided by con- 
tract or where payment of gold coin is required by law. 

Sec. 6. That national-banking associations, organized under the national-bank- 
ing law, are hereby required to = | and maintain such reservesas are now or may 
hereafter bo required by law, as well as the fand deposited with the Treasurer of 
the United States for the redemption of their circulation, wholly in United States 
legal-tender notes, and under the penalties and regulations now ded by law, 
shall redeem in United States legal-tender notes or in lawful coin of the United 
States, as they may elect, such portion of their circulation as may be presented for 
redemption at the counter of the association issuing the same. But this section 
shall not prevent clearing-house cercificates or the certificates of the Secretary of 
the Treasury from being counted as part of such reserve, as provided in sections 
5192 and 5193 of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

Sec. 7. That all provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this act 
are hereby repealed. 

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill making provision for the gradual resump- 
tion of specio payments and for other purposes.’ 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York, offered the following amendment: 


expedient to redeem the said notes, after the gola so accumulated shall amount in 
ing legal-tender notes; and it shall 


y re and provide for 
the redemption of the legal-tender notes in this act auth and required, he is 


sy next, except in excess of the annual reservation of $50,000,000 herein pro- 
ed cra and in order to accumulate the gold fund herein provided for, he is 
authori 
wise d. 

at not ess than par, in gold coin, ei ip 
the act entitled An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” ap- 


Prov 
able in not exceeding forty years from the date thereof, and 
mi of interest as 8 his fu 8 


ing such rate of annual interest, not exceeding six per cent., as he 8 
Provided, however, That the total amount of such Treasury notes outstanding at 
any one time shall not exceed §5 1,000,000. 

EC. 4. That the Secretary of thé Treasury is hereby further authorized and 
empowered, whenever, in his judgment, the state of the money market may be 
favorable, to exchange the bonds of the United States hereinbefore described by 
public tender to the highest bidder for the legal-tender notes of the United States ; 


and he logal waider notes so received shall be added to the gold reserve hereinbe- 


for. 

Sec. 5. That all provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed ; and to the extent of the gold and legal-tender notes accumulated 
in the Treasury in accordance with the provisions of this act, the obligation to 
purchase bonds for the sinking-fund is hereby repealed. 

Mo AeneA the. aos entitled VAA acs so provide TOF tle resumption ‘ef spec 

amen act ent Ne act to pro resum 0 © pay- 
ments,” approved January 14, A. D. 1875. á 


Mr. EWING. I ask that the bill of the committee and also the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fort] be 
printed in the RECORD to-morrow. The bill of the committee has not 
yet been printed in the RECORD. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The bill and the proposed amendments are as follows: 


A bill to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to provide for the ro- 
sumption of specie payments.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved January 14, 1875, be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed, 

Amendment e Mr. Fort to the bill (H. R. No. 805) to the third 
section of the act entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments,” viz: Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

Thatall that portion of the act approved January 14, 1875, entitled “An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments,” which reads as follows, to wit: 
“And whenever, and so often as circulating-notes shall be issued to any such bank- 
ing association, so 1 opua or circulating-notes, or so newly organized 
as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Secre of the Treasury to redeem the 
legal-tender United States notes in excess only of 8300, 0 10,000, to the amount of 80 
per cent. of the sum of national-bank notes so issued to any such banking association 
as aforesaid, and to continue such redemption as such circulating-notes are issued 
until there shall be outstanding the sum of $300,000.000 of snch legal-tender United 
States notes, and no more. And on and after the Ist day of January, A. D. 1879, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem, iu coin, the United States legal-tender 
notes then outstanding, on their presentation for redemption at the of the 
assistant treasurer of the United States in the city of New York, in sums of not less 
than 850. And to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to prepare and provide for 
the redemption in this act authorized or required, he is authorized to use any sur- 
plus revenues, from time to time, in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, and 
to issue, sell, and dispose of, at not Jess than par, in coin, either of scriptions 
of bonds of the United States described in the act of Congress approved July 14, 
1870, entitled ‘An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,’ with like 
2 privileges, and exemptions, to tho extent necessary to carry this act into 

ull effect, and to use the proceeds thereof for the purpose aforesaid,” be, and the 
samo is hereby. repealed. 

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to repeal all that part of the act approved 
January 14, 1875, known as the resumption act, which authorizes the Secretary of 
8282 to dispose of United States bonds and redeem and cancel the green- 

currency.” 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I was willing, even anxious, that the 
bill now pending before the House should have proceeded to a vote 
without saying a word upon it. Through all its stages I have pressed 
action looking to an immediate issue and an immediate vote. I think 
I can say for the majority of the committee that, without attempting 
to gag or refuse reasonable time for consideration or debate, the 
have realized the importance of immediate action and the responsibil- 
ity thrust upon them by having the bill in their charge. We were not 
insensible to the fact that the bill in question was antagonized by a 
formidable party, knit together by strong interests. e also were 
sensible that the distractions of debate and insidious character of 
amendments proposed or to be proposed might lead the real friends 
of the measure to vote for plausible amendments which might com- 
mend themselves to their individual views, so as to load down the bill 
until it would not receive the support of a majority of this House. 
Therefore the committee desired to demand a vote, believing it was 
due the House to have the privilege of so determining. It has other- 
wise been ordered. and I am here to present briefly on behalf of that 
committee the leading features of the bill, the history of the legisla- 
tien it proposes to repeal, aud the situation of the bill now before 
this House, 

Those members of the present House who were in that Con 
will remember when the Senate bill came down to this body, the 
bill known asthe resumption act, that there was a clamor and an 
effort to force it to a vote without debate or amendment. It was a 
Senate bill and was on the Speaker's table; it had never been re- 
ferred to any committee of this House. On motion of the then 
chairman of the Committee on Banking and Currency, after a pro- 
tracted discussion, all of which looked to discussion and amendmen 
the bill was taken from the Speaker’s table and made the special 
order for the 7th day of January, 1875, and from day to day until 
disposed of. 

A single objection would have carried the bill over, and the under- 
standing of those who consented to the arrangement was that the 
bill should be open to amendment and debate. 

When the day arrived the bill was read, and the chairman of the 
committee, having the floor conceded to him on this understanding 
moved the previous question, thereby cutting off all amendment an 
debate. I say this in vindication of the present committee, which 
has been assailed by the press and elsewhere for endeavoring to 
press this measure with undue haste and accused of refusing the 
supposed minority the privilege of being heard. I wish to call the 
attention of this House and those who oppose this bill to the record 
showing the manner in which that bill was passed through Congress. 

At that time the chairman of the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency accorded to the members of this House the poor privilege of 
having printed in the RECORD the amendments they Soild have made 
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and the speeches they would have delivered if the opportunity had 
been accorded them of making them areal portion of the proceedings 
of the House. Forthem it was like the feast of the Barmecide. They 
were to go down to posterity as men who would have done so and so 
if the understanding had been carried out in good faith, and who, in 
accepting the inevitable, were eae that the world should know 
what they would have liked to do. The bill was passed in the manner 
I have indicated. Let me compare that action with the action of the 
present committee. Thrice a proposition had been made from the 
committee for debate and amendment ere it was accepted. They found 
the 3 of the measure ready to filibuster at every step, and 
conceded to them such privileges as are rarely accorded to the enemies 
of any measure. 

What was that bill? It had three sections. The first section pro- 
vided for the issue of subsidiary silver coin to replace the fractional 
8 The fructional currency at that time in circulation amounted 
to 845,300, 173.70, although of that sum it was estimated that more 
than eight millions had been worn out, destroyed, and lost. However 
men may differ as to the question of using aniey silver coin, or 
printed fractional curreney, it is not a subject in the pending bill, 
which does not propose to disturb that section or the action taken 
under it, the design being not to load the proposition before us with 
questions on which its friends may differ. 

The second section provided for the free coinage of gold. For- 
merly a percentage had been charged for coinage, and in co uence 
of that charge, as was ascertained, our gold went into the British 
mints of Canada and elsewhere, where no charge was made for coin- 
age. This second section was not objected to by any one, because it 
was deemed expedient to relinquish this small charge and retain the 
coinage of our bullion in our own country. The second section of 
the resumption act the pending bill does not propose to touch, 

The third section of the bill, the section, a portion of which it is pro- 
posed now to repeal by the amendment of the gentleman from Ili- 
nois, [Mr. Fort,] which I will state here has been accepted by the 
committee, was and is a contradictory one. 

That thirdsection seems to have admitted of many constructions and 
seems to have been either contrived to conceal its own provisions, or 
to have been admirably successful in confounding all opinions as to 
what it was designed for. The theory is that for each $100 of 
national-bank notes issued in addition to the amount then in circu- 
lation, $30 of legal-tender notes shall be retired. Those who wished 
to smooth its passage through the House endeavored to convince its 
opponents that the volume of circulating medium would be increased 
by 20 per cent. of any additional amount of national-bank notes, that 
was issned, and that there would be no change if the national-bank 
paper was not increased. 

While the bill was pending in the Senate, Mr. Sherman, then a 
Senator and chairman of the Committee on Finance, who menoro 
this bill, was asked what was the 7 of this third section; whether 
it would give to the Secretary of the Treasury power to cancel and 
destroy the legal-tender notes or were they to be re-issued? 

1 I will send to the Clerk's desk to be read some extracts from that 
ebate. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. Scuunz. I think that the Senator from Ohio has probably not understood 
my question. What I meant to ask was whether, whenever a_y greenbacks were 
retired by the Secretary of tha Treasury or as the bill styles it are redeemed in 
consideration of so many thousands of dollars of bank-notes having been issued, 
the backs so retired shall be canceled and destroyed. never to be re-issued 
again The Senator will remember very well that we had a protracted struggle 
albat a similar question once, and that the framing of a law gave rise to much 
controversy on that identical point. Now, what I am after is to understand 
whether the provisions of this bill will in their practical operation work in the 
direction of specie payments or not, and for that it is a very essential question 
whether the backs so retired shall he destroyed, never to be re- ssned again, 
or whether they shall be held as a reserve, as the forty-four millions were, cer- 
tainly to be put into the market again. 

Mr. Sugzeman. The honorable Senator from Missouri and I agreed perfecti 
somo years ago when the question about the $44.000.000 reserve came up. I shoul 
rather put that question to him. At all events I say to him frankly that we do 
not propose to decide that question in this bill. I have no doubt that when the 
time arrives when the question becomes material, it will be met. Undoubtedly 
until the reduction of the United States notes to $300,000,0000 they cannot be re-is- 
aued. The process must go ou pari passu until the amount, of legal-tender notes 
is reduced to 800,000, 000. Before that time will probably arrive in the course of 
human affairs, at least one or two Congresses will have met and disappeared, and 
we may leave to the future these questions that tend to divide us and distract us, 
rather than undertako to thrust them into this bill and thus divide us and prevent 
us from doing something in the direction at which we aim. A 1 

Mr. Merumon. I will put the question, and the honorable Senator can an- 
swer or not, at his pleasure. It is whether, when the Secretary of the Treasury, 
after the Ist day o January, 1879, shall Treasury notes in coin, he will 
have the right to re-issue such notes ! 

Mr. SHERMAN. That question I said distinctly that I left to the future. I 
answered that a moment ago, and stated that this bill did not to answer 
that question, but would leave it to be determined by the future between this and 
the time when the redemption is to take place. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, it will be observed that in the bill 
as passed through the Senate the question as to the re-issue was s 

to be left open. In endeavoring to collect data, (and I only 
earned yesterday afternoon that I would be expected to speak here 
to-day,) I went to the Treasury Department this morning and saw 
Mr. Secretary Sherman, from whom I learned that the amount of 
legal-tender notes withdrawn on account of the issue of national- 
bank notes is $27,509,108. This amount, as the Secretary informed 


me, has been canceled and destroyed. The question of its destruc- 
tion was not left to the future. It was not left to the Con 

which should meet, but as fast as the circulation of the money of the 
people could be withdrawn under the third section of the resumption 
act it was promptly destroyed to prevent its re-issue. 

Now, as Í have said, the theory of that section was that it would 
increase by 20 per cent. the currency of the country. If such was 
the og Fees what has been the result? There were outstanding 
at the date of the passage of the act $382,000,000 of legal-tender 
notes and of national-bank notes 8349, 94, 182. Of the national-bank 
notes, there are to-day outstanding $316,775,111. On last Saturday, the 
3d instant, there were outstanding of greenbacks $354,490,992. There 
has been, therefore, under this third section of the resumption act, a 
decrease of national-bank notes amounting to $35,036,339. The reduc- 
tion in legal-tender notes, which, as [have stated, have been canceled 
and destroyed, has been $27,509,108. Thus there has been a reduc- 
tion of $62,595,447 in the volume of the currency under the operation 
of this section of the resumption act. 

This result was bronght about by an adroit process. When a mill- 
ion of national bank-notes were issued eight hundred thousand legal- 
tender notes were canceled and destroyed. When national banks 
surrendered their circulation, say of a million, eight hundred thou- 
sand legal-terider notes were not re-issued. Indeed, under this cun- 
ning machinery a national bank could surrender its notes one day for 
a million dollars and then next day apply for a fresh circulation; and 
every time they went through this process caused the cancellation 
and destruction of eight hundred thousand legal-tender notes. By 
this arrangement it was possible for a syndicate of bankers to pump 
the legal-tender system dry; and thus we witness the result that with 
a contraction of national-bank notes amounting to upwards of thirty- 
five millions there is also a contraction of legal tender of twenty- 
seven millions and a half. . 

But that Mr. Speaker, is not all. At the date of the of 
that act there were outstanding in fractional currency $45,300,173.73. 
This was a non-interest-bearing debt, as the legal-tender notes were. 
Now I wish to call attention to a fact I ascertained at the office of 
the Director of the Mint that considerably surprised me; it was that 
silver subsidiary coin has been issued in exchange for the fractional 
currency to the extent of 823,156, 162.82. Then, as I learn from that 
officer by a statement which I have here in my hand, there have been 
comed up to the first of the present month of these subsidiary coins, 
which are a token coinage, $39,118,000. At the date of the passage 
of the resumption act there was upwards of four millions of this sub- 
sidiary coin in the Treasury of the United States, thus making 
eile of $43,000,000 of silver coin then on hand and since coined. 
This coin—halves, quarters, and dimes—is of less value than our 
standard dollar’ by abont 4 per cent., the small change of nearly 
all civilized nations being so debased to keep it from going out of 
the country. 

It will be remembered that the joint resolution of 1876 authorized 
this subsidiary coinage to be issued to the extent of $50,000,000. 

I learn that there has been submitted to the Attorney-General a 
question as to the amount of this issue of subsidiary silver allowable 
by law and that his decision is to this effect, that under that resolu- 
tion there can be issued of this subsidiary silver coin 362,103,513. The 
commission appointed to examine this subject reported that $3,083,000 
had been lost or destroyed in circulation, and could be replaced by an 
additional issue of subsidiary silver, which, together with the four 
millions in the Treasury before this coinage began under the resump- 
tion act, makes the sixty-two millions. For the purpose of redeem- 
ing the remainder of old fractional currency, upwards of $9,000,000 
of legal-tender notes have been virtually retired, having been placed in 
3 to meet that amount of fractional currency if ever pre- 
sen 

It will thus be seen that, taking into consideration the fractional- 
currency, the legal-tender notes, and the national-bank notes, there 
has been a contraction of $94,595,000, if we include the $9,000,000 re- 
tired into the Treasury to meet the fractional currency not sent in. 

There is, in addition to this, a very considerable amount still on 
deposit for the withdrawal of national-bank notes on transactions 
not yet completed. The amount of legal-tender notes withdrawn from 
circulation and held in the Treasury on account of the liquidation, 
55 and resignation of national-bank notes is made up as 

‘ollows : 


Fiennes Sele l 88, 218, 000 
e UAsens E E E L SEE nes basa hl EEES 831, 000 
F/ A E aR SE 3, 956, 000 


In all there are held inthe Treasury upwards of $13,000,000 of legal- 
tender notes withdrawn from circulation under the provisions of this 
third section of the resumption act, making in all a contraction in 
the volume of currency during this length of time of nearly $107,000,000 
upon a circulation of $750,000,000 in national-bank notes and legal- 
tenders. This has occurred under the operation of the third section 
of the resumption act. It will be seen, therefore, that the avowed 

urpose of that act to increase the volume of the currency has not 
n realized; that, on the contrary, there has been a contraction 
almost unparalleled in the history of any commercial country, amount- 

ing in that brief time to one-sixth of the entire volume. ‘ 
‘ore I dismiss this question I wish tostate a fact which although 
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not immediately involved in the present discussion, vitally affəste 
the general question of our currency, and shows the misstate- 
ments resorted to in order to prevent the remonetization of silver. 
Statements have boen made formerly in this House from misconcep- 
tion of the facts, and in the public prints, that the silver had been 
declining in value rapidly before it was demonetized. Examination 
proves this not to have been the fact. As the House is well aware, 
in 1871 Germany demonetized silver. In 1873, by a provision adopted 
in an appropriation bill, and which members of the House the 
Sonate have said repeatedly they did not know they were enacting, 
the silver dollar was demonetized in these United States, or rather 
stricken from the coinage, for it was a money prescribed by the Con- 
stitution. This was done on the plea that silver was declining, or 
rather its remonetization is resisted on the ground that the decline 
in silver no longer makes it useful as money. What were the facts? 
Up to the date of the passage of that act silver for many years had 
run at about sixty pence on the ounce in London—not lower than 
fifty-nine. In February of that year it was a small fraction under 
sixty, although quoted at fifty-nine and a quarter for the year ending 
in June. It ad not been declining when the act demonetizing the 
silver dollar took effect more than it had sometimes declined pre- 
viously. Since we demonetized it, and the Scandinavian countries 
have demonetized it, it has fallen, and has been at forty-cight pence, 
and even forty-six pence. It will thus be seen that onr demonetiza- 
tion had great effect in producing this result, for its use as coin is 
what gives silver its chief value. We have thus stripped our silver, 
one of our most important productions, of mach of its value. The 
improvements in machinery in our western mines have actually 
doubled the present silver production of the world. We have it in 
our power by preserving its value to pay our debts moro easily, evon 
if the balance of trade should turn against ns. We have it in our 
power cory our silver and gold to dictate terms to the money 
magnates of Enrope and become what we may be, the ruler in finance. 
But by that wretched act wo threw away a acility to pay our debts, 
weakened our political power, and tried to belittle our own produo- 
tions. 

As it has also heen stated in the public prints, and I believe often 
upon this floor, that as a practical business fact the silver dollar had 
not been coined for nearly twenty years, I reeeived the other day from 
the office of Dr. Linderman, which I visited for the purpose, this state- 
ment: that of the old silver dollars of the standard which we voted 
yesterday to restore there were coined during the fiscal year endin 
June 30, 1872, 81,112,961. The act or demonetizing section was 
in February, 1873, and the amount coined up to the of the 
act in 1873 was $977,150—almost $1,000,000, From 1838 up to the 
pees time there has been only $0,000,000 of silver dollars coined. 

n other words, under the law as existing prior to tho demonotization 
of silver there was an active circulation of this silver dollar and 
an active demand for it. Nearly one-fourth of the whole amonnt 
coined subsequent to 1838 was coined in the last sixteen or eighteen 
months prior to the passage of that demonetizing act, Although 
statements to the con have been made, it is the fact that upward 
of $2,000,000 of these silver dollars were coined during the sixteen 
months immediately preceding the act of demonetization. Could this 
increased demand and increased production have stimulated the act 
that attempted to drive the old American dollar from our coinage ? 

We have seen, Mr. Speaker, that this third section did not increase 
the volume of circulation. We have seen this third section, on tho 
contrary, decrease that circulation almost one-sixth of its entire 
volume, and not only leave power with the to destroy the 
best money we had, but to saddle us with an additional debt of one 
hundred and seven millions and a burden of interest of six millions 
a year. 

ow, there is one fact to which I wish to call your attention. The 
national-bank notes, as you will have observed, have been reduced 
in volume, and any man might have foreseen when that bill was 
pending before this House it could not result in an increase of the 
national-bank notes on any rational hypothesis. The national-bank 
notes cannot do without the legal-tender notes. So long as the vol- 
nme of legal-tender was greater than the volume of-the national- 
bank notes, as the national-bank notes were redeemable in them, 
there were always means in the country to redeem them without the 
banks going into liquidation. The moment it became apparent they 
would have to redeem their notes in gold that instant the soundest 
of the banks began to relinquish their circulation. That circulation 
reached its lowest point July 1, 1877, when it was $315,370,000. 
Since that time, while there been some bank-note circulation 
relinquished, there has also been an increase. Thero has been a de- 
mand to move the immense produce of the conntry, which prompted 
bankers to increase their circulation, even with a possibility of bank- 
ruptey amid the confusion of this forced resumption. 

ith the possibility that they must redcem in gold staring them in 
the face, the demand for currency was so great that even the national 
banks have increased their cirenlation nearly one million and a half 
in the last few weeks. Therefore, with all the drawbacks on the 
national-bank-note circulation, it has increased to $316,775,000 up to 
een Toing now $35,086,339 below its volume on January 14, 1875, as 


Now, it has been said on this floor that this is a revolutionary 
measure. We have been told to let it alone; that to change it would 


be breach of faith; that it would be repudiation; that we have now 
been brought near resumption, which wonld be postponed by the 


passage of this bill. Let me tell you, sir, that the only thing which 
as carried this country to its present financial position is its exports. 
You will find in a table submitted by the Secretary of the Treasury 
that our imports for the year ending September 30, 1876, were 
$435,427,270, while our exports were 8819, 173,350. 
next column shows our exports had increased for the year . 
September, 1877, and that our exports for this year were 
; imports, 3 We have exported more in this 
year ending September 30, t during the preceding year. We have 
advanced in our export trade this year, ending September 30, 1877, 
by $50,000,000; and, sir, every member on this floor knows that tho 
immense crops of this season, much superior to the last, now moving, 
had only begun to be moved September 30 last, and that many of the 
articles command 60, 60, and 70 per cent. more than last year, 
owing to the European war. It is this, and not the resumption 
act, has given to this country a balance of trade which it never 
before had in its history. And that is the secret: that the gold sent 
to this country to meet those obligations has reduced the value of 
gold in our market. We have been able to pay our debts and are fast 
paying them. We have shown our resources and our recuperative 
powers, Coin is worth less here, and our credit is worth more in the 
markets of the world. 

It se ny band ee: ponton ed e A now pro- 
posed re , Which brought gold down to within cent. 
of greenbacks; but, as I have already stated, tho gold sont $0 this 
i toy a in payment of our immense exports; tho balance of trade in 
our favor. 

One of my colleagnes on the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
[Mr. CHITTENDEN, ] who is listening to mo, stated that to fix the date 
of the Ist of January, 1579, for resumption was a piece of legislative 
ys I think I once heard him state that he thought it very doubt- 
ful if we eould resume at that date, and no more sustain resumption 
ed the o—- of this bill alone than a steamer could sail up the 


F 

Mi. CHITTEN DEN. One moment, sir. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Certainly. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. It is of great importance to me that the gen- 
tleman should not misunderstand what I snid, I have never said 
that resumption on the Ist of Jannary, 1879, was not practicable, I 
smpiy insisted that additional legislation 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Now York must 
address the Chair. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Did not the ae state he did not think it 
was likely to ocenr under the bill? 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I will answer the gentleman when I have an 
opportunity; I will not interrupt him now. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I think I did not misunderstand the gentleman, 
AN i I have no desire to misrepresent him, and I leayo him to 
make the statement in his own way. 

I do not hesitate to say no legislation of this kind can ever bring the 
country to resumption unless it has the necessary resources. Our pros- 

ity comes from industry, production, thrift. The gentleman from 

Bui, when ho was in tho United States Senate and was introducing tho 

resumption bill, said there was power in the third section-of tho bill 

to execute its p and intimated that if we could not do it 

any other way that we could sell bonds of the United States paya- 

ble in coin; that „ could be put in the market in 
0 


The 
endin 
$067, 


order to buy gold to keep up this artificial resumption. 
I say, sir, that such a thing was never seriously contemplated by 
many mem and should never have been contempla by any. 


There is no member of this House—at least I hope there is not ono 
who wonld consent for one moment, if we could, to maintain artificial 
resumption by a sale of our coin-bearing bonds. Why shoald wo 
further burden our people by an additional debt which neither the 
letter nor the spirit o our contract calls for? That the Secre of tho 
Treasury should have the power to sell coin-indebtedness of tho Uni- 
ted States to buy gold to keep our paper at par is a monstrons fallacy. 
I say we shall have resumption when the country is prosperons enough 
to us to resumption. I say tothe gentleman from New York, as 
I say to this Honse, that no legislation can bring us there unless the 
legitimate business of the country will justify it. I do not believe 
one single gentleman who argues on the other side would agree that 
the resumption aig 5 any virtue and power in it, would carry us 
there if we did not have the means legitimately to resume and legit- 
imately to maintain resumption. I do not believe an intelligent man 
in this House, who has given the subject attention, believes that 
legislation can give a nation solvency if it is bankrupt, or give a 
bankrupt nation solvency. I believe the most serious objection enter- 
tained against the repeal of the resumption act is a sentimental ono, 
founded on supposed moral effect. That it might be construed to 
mean that we would not resume if we could, which is absurd. As I 
have stated, there has been a reduction of currency equal to one-sixth 
of its entire volume. What has been the result? It has increased the 
pora of money and the value of money. Look at real estate; it 


fallen 50 cent. Is money now invested in building railroads 
as biat t cannot be done under such stringency of the money 
market. 


The first thing that you touch when ycu contract the currency is 
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investments in real estate and investments in improvements. When 
you touch improvements you touch the workingmen who make im- 
provements. When you arrest the progress of improvement you turn 


inillions of laborers idle. And that, sir, has been the legitimate and 
the inevitable result of this resumption act, and it is a blow that 
cripples and has crippled the only producing interests in the woune: 
ask, sir, if the condition of the country does not amply justify 
- what every intelligent gentleman might very readily have antici- 
ted? Lask you to-day, with the greatest crop ever harvested in 
hese United States, with unparalleled wealth of production which 
in God’s providence tes its richness over the country, why are we 
verty-stricken? hy are laborers idle on account of hard times? 
he war in Europe has given us high prices. I ask yon if under these 
circumstances there ever was known anything so anomalous as mill- 
ions idle and hundreds of thousands starving? In this era of pros- 
perity why is labor so crippled? What has done it? I say, sir, that 
all that legislation could do was done in that third section of the re- 
sumption act. Of all causes that was the most potent and mischiev- 
ous, for while logislation cannot enrich it may help to impoverish. 
In France, where they have a population much smaller than our 
own, they have a volumo of circulating medinm more than twice, 
yea, more than thrice as great as ours. They have a silver currency 
of five-franc pieces of between five and six hundred millions. The 
bank-note circulation of the national bank of France is much greater 
in volume than ours. Their circulation is, for the population, three 
times as great as ours, and there is to-day no more 3 country 
in Europe. Hor productive industries are all emp oyed— 
Mr. HAZELTON. 1 would like to ask the gentloman one question. 
Mr. PIIILLIPS. I yield to the gentleman for a question. 


Mr. HAZELTON. I wish to the gentleman what a common 
laborer gets per day in France? 
Mr, PHILL 


IPS. Iam not now in possession of sufficiently definite 
data to assume to answer the question as to the price of labor there 
at this time. 

Mr. HAZELTON. Well, sir, it is twenty cents, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I will state to the gentleman that while I think 
his figures are much too low I will not attempt to answer bim with- 
out sufficient certain data, bnt I would remind him that labor in Eu- 
topa has never been paid as high wages as in this country. 

Ir. HAZELTON. But tho gentleman stated a moment ago that 
France was the best place for labor. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. What I said was that France was in a more pros- 
perous condition as to her development, as to her progress; that she 
was now the most 8 country in Europe. 

Mr. HAZELTON. hat do you moan by development? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I mean by the development of the country the 
improvements of its towns and of its Pe ere Se 
that gives the country material value. Everything that keeps its pro- 
ducing industry employed. 

Mr. HAZELTON. At the expense of the common.laborer, who re- 
coives mates of twenty cents a day. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I donotthink the gentleman’s figures are correct. 

Mr. HAZELTON. You can look them up. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I willdoso. But there is this fact,of which the 
gentleman cannot be ignorant, that to-day France is in a more pros- 
perons condition than any otber nation in Europe. It will not do to 
compare the wages of laborers in Europe with those in this country. 

Mr. HAZELTON. That is precisely what I complain of. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The gentleman must know that since 1868 labor 
has been constantly depressed in our country. I say to the gentleman 
that this has been the case ever since Mr, McCulloch adopted bis 
scheme of contraction. At that time we had the old 7.30 bonds greater 
in volume than onr present legal-tender circulation, and they really 
were used as money; we had thoold compound interest notes, and they 
were used as moncy; we had the volume of four hundred millions of 
legal-tender notes with a reserve of fifty millions. Since that time this 
contraction bas been going on, and since it has been going on, as the 
rentleman knows, the country has constantly suffered. Its laborers 

save been more poorly paid. It has been more difficult to live. The 
pauper classes have been increasing. The gentleman from Wisconsin 
cannot deny, and no other gentleman can deny, what I have stated, 
I conversed with one of the most accomplished editors in New York 
city three or four weeks ago. He told me that to-day in the city of 
New York there are no fewer than 400,000 people who live by begging 
and by plander, or have to be sustained by others who live with- 
out SATE ae. means of getting labor or support. I admit that 
many of m may be vicious. But this gentleman stated to me 
that the number reached at least that amount. 
- Mz CHITTENDEN. What was the figure stated by the gentle- 
man 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Four hundred thousand. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Nearly half the population. 

Mr. HAZELTON. Are they in Brooklyn ? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. That is the number in the city and surrounding 
district, including Brooklyn, Williamsburgh, &c., for all which I be- 
lieve there is claimed a popmistion of a million and a half. 

Mr. HAZELTON. All tho gentleman wants to know is that they 
are not in his district. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, Ihave anticipated that those moneyed 
interests would wish to increase the power of their wealth, I did 
not expect from them any forbearance. I did not oxpect but they 


would increase by legislation or by any means in their power their 
gains. But I did expect, sir, that they would be the accomplished 
gentlemen, the men of brain aud thought we have reasou to expect 
the business men of our nation and time to be, and who while they 
might be selfish would not bo stupid and would not wish to kill the 
goose that laid the golden egg; that they would havo some regard 
‘or protecting that labor from which all their wealth legitimately 
mes and from which all its increase must spring. 

And when those interests come before us y, and come demand- 
ing forced resumption to increase the power of money and its value, 
I warn them that they endanger the very interest on which they 
feed; and I say to them that thero is no repudiation in this measure, 
although charges of repudiation are mado inst men who would 
never sacrifice the faith of the United States. We stand nere 
2 to give Shylock his pound of flosh, but not one drop of Chris- 
tian ; 

Mr. Speaker, I am admonished that this Houso has been delayed 
too long. I rose at the request of some of my colleagues upon the 
committee to present this measure to the Honse. I havo shown yon, 
I think, sirs, that the resumption bill was in a manner which 
could scarcely commend a measure of such importance to the confi- 
dence of the people; Ihave shown that those who favored the meas- 
ure before us were willing to give a full chanco for discussion. 

I wish now to say to the friends of this bill that we have many 
amendments offered, and doubtless many more will be offered; but [ 
warn those who wish to re this section of the resumption law, 
beware how you load the bill with amendments which will kill it. 

On the question of national-bank notes I have nothing at present 


tosay. I differ in to them with many of my colleagues upon 
this floor. I believe that the legal-tender currency is better and 
safer than the national-bank currency; I believe that the Govern- 


ment is the best custodian of its own coinage and currency. If France 
borrowed at 1 per cent. from the national bank of France, with tho 
right to issue notes when money commanded 3 and 4 per cent., surely 
we cau turn to i account this just function of the Government. 

Mr. PRICE. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. He asserts 
that legal-tender notes are better to bill holders than national-bank 
notes. I want to ask him this question: Is not the security for the 
national-bank notes identically the same as that of the 1 -tender f 
That question will admit of a categorical answer. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I will state to the gentleman that the Govern- 
ment, of course, has its individual liability on its bonds, and if a bank 
goes into liquidation it has to soll those bonds to redeem them. 

Mr. PRICE. Which are worth more than par. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Very well; but I will state to the gentleman that 
what makes and keeps these bonds worth more than par is because 
there are not too many of them at once in the market. 

Mr. PRICE. Let me say one thing more. Never before in the his- 
tory of the world did this thing occur until we had the establishment 
of national banks that when a bank fails its promises to pay are worth 
more than before the bank failed. That has been the truth of the 
national banks for years. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Iam very well aware of that fact, and as I have 
already stated the amendment offered by the gontloman from Illinois, 
(Mr. Fort,] providing for free-banking, has been accepted by tho 
committee. Whatever we may think of tho national-bank sys- 
tem, it does not legitimately enter into this discussion. We leave 
them where we find them. Under the free-banking system a bank 
will not bid for special banking privileges, and it is better thore 
should be no special banking privileges, and since there wiil be no 
special banking privileges at the present time a broken national bank, 
however good, is not better than a sound one. 

I do not wish to detain the House, although there are many things 
which I would wish to bring before the House ; but I wish to say to the 
friends of this measure that the Secretary of the Treasury, under this 
bill, has the power to-day to sell United States evin-bearing bonds to 
destroy this non-interest-bearing debt. [have shown yon to-day that 
$107,000,000 of the Government non-iuterest bearing debt has becu 
canceled, and that we have paid more than $5,000,000 a year in coin 
interest besides the disaster to commerce to accomplish this purpose. 
I wish to say to gentlemen, in re to these amendments, that if 
Se load this bill with farther amendments on the question of national 

ks, the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. FORT] 
having been accepted, you will cy yea ped its passage. The question 
between national-bank notes and legal-tenders is not tonched by the 
bill in its presont form, for the amendment of Mr. Fort provides for 
free banking. Whether I would touch that question or whether other 
gentlemen here would do it is not the question now before the House, 
and I warn members to weigh well the danger of complicating this 
measure by that question or avy other. As the bill stands it can 
command a majority. 

I desire to call the attention of members to the fact that it will 
require a united vote of the frionds of the repeal of this section to 
pan the bill, and there will probably not be a majority of more than 

or 25 in its favor. 

Mr. Speaker, I have not attempted to give you a disquisition upon 
finance. I did not think that any discussion of this question was 


needed upon the floor of the House. The question has been discussed 


ever since the resumption bill has darkened the pages of our statute 
books; it has been discussed in every city, town, and hamlet of the 
country, The laboring men, who could foot but could not realize the 
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causes of the business depression, have been driven to become students 
of our monetary system which measures their labor and weighs their 
bread. They have studied it out and have sent a voice that resounds 
through the whole nation to those who represent them. They have 
argued it, and it does not need that we should argue it here. The 
resumption measure has only been mischievous in its effect; it cannot 

ive us and no other similar measure can give us resumption. Noth- 
ing but the prosperity of the business interests of the country can give 
us resumption. I am here to urge the repeal of the resumption act 
because it is demanded by the popular voice and needed to give us 
prosperity and ride & 

I am not in favor of continuing the power which I contend was 
given under these provisions to the Secretary of the Treasury to can- 
cel and destroy legal-tender notes. I say to you that the legal-tender 
notes constitute the best currency we ever had. It is a legitimate 
function of the Government to issue its non-interest-bearing evidences 
of debt and give them the property of money. That has commended 
itself to the judgment of the people. 

As I have already said, I wish to say to this House and to those 
moneyed interests of the eastern borders of the country, remember 
that while the West speaksvery earnestly, while she demands through 
all her people appealing throngh her representatives that her just 
interests shall be considered, it is not for eastern money interests 
to be insensible to their appeal, which is a just one. If they increase 
the value of their bonds and money by making war on western inter- 
ests, they will make enemies to themselves among the people who 
have always been their best customers. 

I appeal to them to let business settle this question. By repealing 
this section of the statute-book this Government will not stand in an 
attitude cf humiliation before the world if it should happen to be 
unable to resume on the Ist of January, 1879, or of promising a day 
for resumption without having the means provided to secure it. 
This Government should leave this question of resamption as it onght 
to have been left, as it ought now to be left, to the legitimate business 
infinences of the country. 

Mr. MORSE. Wi'l the gentleman state, jndging by the present 
value of money in the market, what is likely to be its value in case 
this bill shall pass 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Of course no one can conjecture what money will 
be worth. But I say that if the balance of trade continues to be as 
it has been the value of money will diminish; if not, it will 
increase. 

Let me again entreat the friends of this measure not to jeopardize 
it by yomg for amendments on which a majority may be unable to 


agree thereby defeating the bill. 
Mr. MAYHAM. I move that the House now adjourn, 


PETITIONS REFERRED. 


Pending the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, presented the following 
petitions, which were referred to the committees indicated : 

The petition of A. S. Bloom, of Lexington, Kentucky, praying for 
an allowance of pay as major in the cavalry service of the United 
States from January 24, 1864, until November 1, 1864—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
cae of D. W. Price and Thomas Akers—to the Committee of 

aims. 

Petition of Rosa Vertnor Jeffrey, of Lexington, Kentucky—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Petition of W. H. Gray—to the Committee of Claims. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 


Mr. FIELD obtained unanimous consent for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the papers in the case of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ward Marston, of the United States Marine Corps, no adverse report. 

ECONOMY AND REFORM. 

Mr. GLOVER. Pending the motion to adjourn, I ask consent to 
submit a resolution to enforce administration economy and reform, 

Mr. CONGER. Let the resolution be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


ma Sye om be before their 
respective committees, into any errors, abuses, ag Bonn A h t p fentora and 


economy, and efficiency therein; thatthe Committees on Ex tures in the State 
Department, in the Treasury ent, in the War Department, in the Navy 
ent, in the Post-Office Department, in the Interior ment, in the De- 


due to the United States from public defaulters or others; and to report, from time 
to time, such provisions and ments as may bo necessary to add to the econ- 
omy of the several Departments an‘ the accountability of their oflicers; whether 
any offices bel to the branches or Departments respectively, concerning 
whose expenditures it is their duty to inquire, have become uselessor N 
and to report, from time to time, on the expedicney of modifying or abolishing tho 
same; also to o into the pay and emolaments of all olſices under the laws of 
the United States; and to report, time to time, such a reduction or increaso 
thereof as a just Sy and the public service may 


. require, And for the pur- 
pose of ena! 
various 


several committecs to fully comprehen’! the workings of tho 
branches or De ts of Government, SpA the investigations 
of said committees may cover such period in the pastas cach of said committeos 
may deem necessary for its own guidance or information, or for tho protection of 
the public interests, in the exposing of frauds or abuses of any kind in said Depart- 
ments; and said committees are authorized to send for persons and papers, and 
may report by bill or otherwise. 

Surther, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be instructed to 
3 and inquire into the matters set forth in the foregoing resolution in the 
legislative department of the Government, except in so far as the Senate is exclu- 
sively concerned, and particularly in reference to the public printing and binding, 
sae meee ere on ene STOT ae conferred upon the other committees 

‘oresai 


Mr. GLOVER. I move that the resolutions be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways aud Means. 
Moca PRICE. I think they had better go to the Committee on Civil 

rvice. 

Mr. CON GER. I object, and call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order is the motion of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. MayHam] that the House do now 

ourn. 

The motion was to; and accordingly (at four o'clock and 

thirty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BREWER: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Clarkston and Oxford, Oakland County, Michigau—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CORLETT: A paper relating to the establishment of certain 
post-rontes in Wyoming Territory—to the same committee. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: Remonstrance of merchants of New 
York against the repeal of the bankrupt law, and a petition for amend- 
ments thereto—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of J. H. Cooper and others, of 
Minnesota, for an amendment of the tree-culture act—to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Papers relating to the claim of J. W. Arthur & Co. 
for compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. FENN: The petition of Jane D, Cotton, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Jonathan R. Tilman, for a pen- 
sion—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Capt. Lambert Wickes, for prize 
money and pay during the Revolution—to the Committee of Claims, 

By Mr. GIBSO N: The petition of Flora 8. Miller and others, for 
compensation for property destroyed by the United States military 
authorities—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GOODE: The petition of Mrs. Mary A. Hughes, for compen- 
sation for the use of her property by United States authorities—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of Elias B. Moore, to be reimbursed 
for postage-stamps taken by the United States Army in 1802 —-to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Papers relating to the claim of Samuel 
Noble for cotton wrongfully seized by United States authorities—to 
the Commitee on the Judiciary, 

ae Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the claims of Shelby Medical 
College for rent and for property taken therefrom by the United 
States Army; of Thomas Hord for supplies taken by the United 
States Army; and of A. J. Duncan for 88 taken by the United 
States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the petition of S. B. Corbett 
for compensation for the use of his property by the United States 
authorities—to the Committtee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MARTIN: The petition of Joseph Anderson, for compen- 
sation for property-taken by the United States Army—to the same 
committee. 

Also, the petition of John A. Thompson and others, of Jefferson 
County, West Virginia, for the issue of a currency that shall be a 
legal tender for all dues, public and private—to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of F. P. Molton and 300 other 
citizens of Scoharie and Montgomery Counties, New York, for the 
extension of post-route 1455 to Cobleskill—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. POLLARD: Papers relating to the petition of Van B. Bow- 
ers, to be reimbursed for property taken from the post-oftice at Buck- 
lin, Missouri, by robbers—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH: Papers relating to the claim of R. F. Bernard, 
for services rendered as a lieutenant of cavalry, United States Army— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
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By Mr. SCHLEICHER: Papers relating to the claim of George H. 
Giddings, mail contractor—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Pest-Roads. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: The petition of Daniel Clary, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STEPHENS, of shore ioe The petitions of V. Richards & 
Brothers and A. L. Maxwell, for stores furnished and supplies taken 
by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Bernard Rice, for compensation for property 
destroyed by the United States Army—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of F. C. Latrobe, mayor, and 5,000 
citizens of Baltimore, for an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, the petition of George Wolf, for arrears of pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the rein of Mrs. Elizabeth Goldsborough, widow of Rear- 
Admiral L. M. Goldsborough, for a pension—to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of John H. Bond and 25 other mechanics and 
laborers of Baltimore, that the salaries of Government employés be 

ualized and that ht 5 discriminations be destroyed—to the Com- 
mittee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr. TIPTON : Remonstrance of the Letter-Carriers’ Association 
of Bloomington, Illinois, against making the salaries of one class of 
letter-carriers larger than those of another—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: A paper 1 to the establishment of 
a post- route between Whitten’s Stand and Wayland's Springs—to the 
same committee. 

Also, the petition of John Barclay and other beneficiaries of the 
Naval Asylum at Philadelphia, for a change of their relations to the 
Government by granting them pensions—to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of the workmen on 
Poverty Island light-house, for relief—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of John Pulford to be restored 
to his former rank as a lientenant-colonel United States Army on the 
retired list—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Sawyer for compensation for property 
lost while in the service of the United States—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Thomas W. Hewitt, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of Rev. W. H. Miles, 
bishop of the colored Methodist Episcopal Church of America, repre- 
senting a membership of 100,000, for govermental aid for the educa- 
tion of the colored people of the South—to the Committee on Educa- 
tion and Labor, 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claims of Indiana Hughes, 
Charles C. Burke, Francis Molitor, trustees of La Grange College, 
Tennessee, Mrs. Elizabeth Toof, and Rosetta Freel, for property 
taken and destroyed by the United States Army—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

Also, papon Teang to the claims of Mrs. Lucie A. Jameson, John 
Morrison, Ezekiel T. Keel, Mrs. A. G. Bankhead, R. Dudley Frayser, 
La Grange Synodical College, and Mrs. Sarah E. Norton, for use, 
occupation, and damage to property by United States auth 
to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Benjamin Bibb and others, of 
Memphis, 'eunessee, to be reimbursed the amounts wrongfully col- 
lected from them by United States authorities as tax for rope and bag- 
ging—to the same committee. 


orities— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, November 7, 1877. 


The House met at twelveo’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
JOHN PorsaL, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


RESIGNATION OF THE CHAPLAIN. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has received a communication which 
he desires to submit to the attention of the House. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


To the honorable the Speaker and House of Representatives : 


Se LERIA os poor dental TUAI tander tay PEA ee OA we tie 
mus as ential ere! uder my resi on as to the 
House, to take Efect after Wednesday next. * 855 

When I remember the cordial support and the complimentary manner in which 
the chaplaincy was conferred upon me, I confess I retire from the position with 
8 regret. Be assured, gentlemen, never while memory holds her seat, by 
which I mean the memory of the heart, shall I forget your kindly interest and cour- 
teous bearing toward me during the brief period of my official and social relations 
to the Forty-tifth Con e 

Praying * vlessiig upon our common country, and with best wishes for you 
all 3 I am, gentlemen, 

Faith ully, your friend and servant, 


NOVEMBER 5, 1877. 


JOHN POISAL. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask consent to submit the resolu- 
tion which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the House has heart the letter just read with feelings of deep 
regret; and in with Dr. Poisal we return him our sincere thanks for the 
manner in wh his duties. The best wishes of the House go 
with him in his new sphere of usefulness. 

There being no objection the resolution was received, and was 
adopted unanimonsly, 

GEORGE v. HEBB, 


Mr. WHITTHORNE, by unanimous consent, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations: . 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be authorized and directed to George 
V. Hebb, out of the contingent fand, the amount which may be due him for serv- 
ices rendered as doork: to the diplomatic gallery from the 5th of January, 
1877, to the 1st of November, 1877. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is the ial order fixed for 
to-day immediately after the reading of the Journal, the Army ap- 
propriation bill. 

r. ATKINS. I desire to say that the Committee on Appropria- 
tious wish to postpone the consideration of the Army bill to-day and 
to take it up to-morrow morning immediately after the reading of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee, chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations, gives notice that he will not exercise 
his right to-day to bring up the Army appropriation bill, but will do 
so to-morrow immediately after the reading of the Journal. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EWING] is recognized. 

Mr. CONGER. I would inquire whether the regular order this 
morning is not the call of committees. 

The SPEAKER. The regular orderis the unfinished business com- 
ing over from yesterday, which was made a special order by the 
action of the House. 

Mr. CONGER. My point is that the special order to which the 
Speaker now refers was to come up after the morning hour, and not 
immediately after the reading of the Journal. I think that is the 
tenor of the resolution making the special order. 

The SPEAKER.” The Clerk will read the resolution, according to 
the terms of which the Chair must of course decide, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the bill to re the third section of the resumption law be made 
the special order, not to interfere with any appropriation bills. for to-morrow at the 
expiration of the morning hour, and from day to day thereafter until the following 
Tuesday at three o'clock, when the previous question shall be ordered on it and on 
any amendments then pending, all amendments meanwhile to be in order, provided 
the time shall be extended, if necessary, so as to allow five days after the morning 
hour for the consideration of said bill and amendments. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will see that this bill was made a 
special order for yesterday after the morning hour, but that in its 
continuance as a special order it interrupts the morning hour, subject 
only to the priority of I bills; and the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] has stated that this morning he does not 
wish to exercise his right as to the appropriation bill. 

Mr. CONGER. But the Chair will observe that the last clause of 
the resolution speaks of “five days after the morning hour.” 

The SPEAKER. That applies in case of an extension of the time 
for the special order. The Clerk will read Rule 56. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The consideration of the unfinished business in which the House may be engaged 
atan adjournment shall be resumed as soon as the Journal of the next day is read, 
and at the same time each day thereafter until dis of; andif, from any cause, 
other business shall intervene, it shall be resumed as soon as such other business is 


disposed of. And the consideration of all other unfinished business shall be resumed 
whenever the class of business to which it belongs shall be in order under the rules, 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan will see that under 
the rule this order necessarily interrupts all business not excepted by 
the wording of the resolution; and the only exception was in favor 
of appropriation bills. 

Mr. CONGER. A part of my understanding in assenting to the 
resolution was that the morning hour should not be interfered with 
by this business. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution does not state so. 

Mr. CONGER. The resolution says “after the morning hour.” 

The SPEAKER. It says that it shall be taken up as the special 
order after the morning hour on Tuesday. The gentleman from 
Michigan having called attention to the matter, enables the Chair, 
after re-examination, to be further satisfied the course he has taken 
is the right one. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. LEONARD. I rise to a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. LEONARD. I desire to make a personal explanation, and if 
there be no objection will ask leave to have it printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection and the gentleman 
will proceed with his explanation. 

Mr. LEONARD. I prefer to print my personal explanation in the 
Recorp if there be no objection. 

Mr. SAYLER, I hope the gentleman will make his explanation in 
the House. 
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Mr. LEONARD. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I am obliged tomake 
the explanation orally; it is simply this: My attention has been 
called bya number of gentlemen, friends of mine, to what they seemed 
to consider an exhibition of temper on a part during the 


roceed- 
ings yesterday, and I deem it due to myself as well as to the FR 
pro tempore [Mr. SAYLER] and the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
STEPHENS,] for whom I entertain the profoundest respect, that I 
should set the matter in its trne light. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] re) from the 
Committee on Rules the bill (H. R. No. 282) with the recommenda- 
tion that his committee should be discha from its further consid- 
eration and that it should be referred to Committee of Elections. 
That bill had been introduced by me and referred to the Committee 
on Rules at my request. When the motion was made by the tle- 
man from Georgia, I claimed the floor, but I presume the 8 er pro 
tem, did not see me. As soon as the motion to refer been car- 
BEL again immediately claimed the floor with a view to move a 
reconsideration, but the Speaker pro tempore stated that the gentle- 
man from Georgia had moved to reconsider and to lay that motion 
upon the table, which latter motion had prevailed. And it was then, 
and then only, that I rose to the question of order that the garuan 
from Georgia not made any motion to reconsider and lay on the 
table; and I made that point of order not from any spiritof captions- 
ness, as seems to have been un by some gentlemen on the 
floor, but because a measure of mine was being disposed of, as I 
thought, wrongly, and becanse I wished to be heard on it. I believe 
a few words from me would havo set the matter right, but I was not 
permitted to utter them, although claiming my right to do so at every 
stage of the proceeding. 

As a matter of fact the gentleman from Georgia had not actually 
made any motion to reconsider and lay upon the table. He had in- 
dicated doubtless that this matter should take the usual course, but 
he had made no motion whatever, and I submit that while this cus- 
tom prevails here by unanimous consent it ought not to prevail if 
there be any objection to it. The motion to reconsider is for the pur- 

of preventing the final of immature measures, and to 
enable the House to correct its errors, but the motion is practically 
abolished here; we have no motion to reconsider whatever, but a 
formula is rushed through at the end of every proceeding which cuts 
off reconsideration. I desire to say that, so far as I am concerned, I 
have no objection to this mode of proceeding except when I am in- 
terested, but when I am interested I am not willing to aequore in 
it. Itrust gentlemen will understand now that what I ester- 
day arose from no desire to make a display or interfere with the cus- 
tom of the House, but that I objected to a measure of mine being 
wrongly disposed of. It has gone to the Committee of Elections, 
where it does not belong, and I cannot get it before the proper com- 
mittee, all by reason of this custom, which is an abuse and should not 
be tolerated. : 

Mr. SAYLER. Mr. Speaker, I certainly was not disposed at all 
yesterday, while occupying the chair, to the gentleman as 
acting toward the Chair ina 5 heed spirit, and had no feeling what- 
ever in regard to the matter. He has made two statements this morn- 
ing, however, which I think demand a little attention. The tle- 
man from Louisiana says he was not itted to say what he desired 
to say, although claiming the attention of the Chair. The Speaker 
pro temporo will state that the gentleman from Louisiana did not ad- 
dress the Chair from his seat until after the entire proceeding had 
closed, and the motion to lay on the table the motion to reconsider 
had been acted on. Tho gentleman states now, or has said to me, 
and I suppose I may say it here, from some other portion of the 
House he attempted to call the attention of the Chair. The Chair 
did not hear the gentleman at all, and he did not appear until, as I 
have already stated, tho entire proceeding had terminated. 

Now, as to the matter of fact, I deem it just to say that I put the 
usual formal motion to reconsider and lay that motion upon the table 
after receiving the recognition of the gentleman from Georgia that 
he desired the usual course to be pursued. It is a course which the 
permanent occupant of the chair has always pursued, and it is the 
course which the gentlemen who have occupied the chair in former 
years have always pursued, and it is precisely the course I had been 
pursuing the entire morning with all the business before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has never known any other course to 
be pursued, and it is right that it should be pursued nse the gen- 
tleman who has charge of a report has the right to test the sense of 
the House on the question of cutting off all dilatory action. 

Mr. SAYLER. I desire further to state, Mr. Speaker, that several 
minutes elapsed in the presentation of this question; that it came 
up in the usual form of a report; that it was distinctly stated to the 
Honea by the Chair, and no attempt so far as the occupant of the 
chair could see was made on the part of any gentleman to object to 
the report made by the 3 from Georgia. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of ia. Mr. Speaker, I hope the House by 
unanimous consent will allow the motion to reconsider to be made 
now, and that the bill be referred to the Judiciary Committee, which 
I understand will satisfy the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. LEONARD. That is where it ought to go. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope that direction will be given 


to it. 
The SPEAKER. The motion wiil be to discharge the Committee 


of Elections from the further consideration of this bill. The gentle- 
man from Georgia asks unanimous consent to move that the Com- 
mittee of Elections be discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill and that the same be referred to the Committee ou the Judi- 
ciary. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia is now recognized 
to make the usual motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of I move to roconsider the action of 
the House just and move to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. LEONARD. I simply wish to say what I intended to say when 
I made my personal explanation, that I do not desire to find fault 
with the course pursned by the Speaker pro tempore. I am aware 
that he pursued the customary method, but I find fault with the 
method. The gentleman who has ch of @ bill has the right to 
make the motion to reconsider, but the Speaker cannot put that 
motion antil it has been made. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has his remedy, if the House con- 
cur in his judgment, by referring to the Committee on Rules any- 
thing relating to this matter. 

Mr, LEONARD. There isa rule already in existence that no mo- 
tion can be entertained unless the gentleman making it addresses 


the Chair. i 
The motion of Mr. of Georgia, to lay on the tablo the 
motion to reconsider was to. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE ON MISSISSIPPI LEVEES, 


Mr. ROBERTSON, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 
Resolved, That a clerk be allowed to the Committee on tho Mississippi Lovees. 


whose salary shall bo fixed by the Committee of Accounts and who bo paid 
out of the contingent fund of this House. 


REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION OLAUSE. 


The SPEAKER. The re order is the consideration of the bill 
reported by the gentleman from Ohio Mr. Ew1n@] from the Commit- 
tee on Banking and Currency, being the bill (H. R. No. sie to repeal 
the third section of the act entitled “An act to provide for the re- 
sumption of specie payments.” $ 

Mr. GARDNER. M. Speaker, the legal construction which I think 
must be given to the provisions of the so-called resumption act in- 
duces me to vote for the repealing bill now under consideration. 

I will not presume to discuss the general questions of finance and 
political economy, but I may be permitted to examine the provisions 
of that act and draw my own conclusions as to its construction and 
the effect of its enforcement. 

The resumption act consists of three general propositions : 

1. The redemption and cancellation of the fractional currency by 
issuing MARIAT silver coins in its stead. 


2. Removing the restrictions and limitations upon national bank- 
ing as im by tho national-bank act, and the retiring and can- 
cellation of legal-tenders to the amount of 80 per cent. of the increased 


national-bank circulation, providing, however, that the legal-tenders 
by this means shall not be reduced below 8300, 000,000. 

3. The final redemption and cancellation of such legal-tenders as 
may be outstanding on the Ist day of January, 1879. (See Statutes 
at Large, volume 1 j. 

7 second and third propositions are contained in the third section 
of the act. 

I have stated these propositions in their legal effect as I understand 


them. 
Section 5157 of the Revised Statutes limited the total issue of cnr- 
rency by national banks, under the national-bank act, to $354,000,000. 
Sections 5178, 5179, 5180, and 5181 of the Revised Statutes provided 
for the apportionment of this sum among the States and Territo- 


ries, &. 

It will be observed that the national-bank act is complete without 
these several sections, and but for them there wonld be no restric- 
tions or limitations upon either the number of banks to be created 
Hierony; the amount of circulation to be issued, or the location of 
such ba 

The third section of the resumption act repealed these several sec- 
tions of the bank act, and thereby made banking free and unre- 
strained. No other legislation was necessary, and none other had, to 
effect this 8 

Taking all these provisions together I am led to the conclusion that 
the object of the resumption law was to provide a means for the ex- 
tinction of the fractional currency and legal-tenders, and substitute 
instead thereof the subsidiary silver coin, national-bank currency, aud 
such coin as could be put in circulation on and after January 1, 1879. 
The several sections and provisions of the act must be taken and con- 
straed together, and the terms and words used are to have their known 
l signification. 

take it that but little dificulty will be encountered in giving a 
construction to the first section of the resumption act. It provides— 


That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and a e as rap- 
idly as practicable, to cause to be coined at the mints of the United States silver 
coins of the denomination of ten, twenty-five, and fifty cents, of standard value, 
and to issue them in redemption of an equal number and amount of fractional cur- 
rency of similar denominations, * * * andupon such issue, heis hereby author- 
ized and required to redeem an equal amount of such fractional currency, until 
tho whole amount of auch fractional currency outstanding shall be redeemed. 
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This fractional cnrrency as well as the legal-tender notes were 
issued as obligations of the Government. é 
Redeem, says Webster, is ‘to purchase back, to regain possession of 


by payment of the stipulated price.” i 

To red is to receive back b; the obligation, as any promissory note 
or other evidence of debt given Ty tae teas ley 8 cumpony or PEMA DEDI 
an v 

These obligations of the Government are, by the terms of this sec- 
tion, to be 


; that is, “received back by paying the obligation,” 
and the Government is so bor a debtor on account pred ay i 
The whole amount of such fractional currency outstanding shall be redeemed. 


None left outstanding, all received back. 

Did it ever occur to any person that the Secretary of the Treasury, 
under this first section, could re-issue any of this fractional currency 
so redeemed by this act? 

He has not so construed it, but has given it the same construction 
that I contend for, and has retired and canceled the fractional cur- 
rency 80 redeemed, and as fast as it is N for redemption 
gatherin it in for the same purpose, and will continue so to do 

until whole amount of such fractional currency outstanding 
shall be redeemed.” None left 3 

The third section of the act, after providing for free banking as I 
have already stated, contains this provision, namely: 

And whenever, and so often, as circulating notes shall be issued to any such 
banking association, 80 inoreasing its capital or circulating notes, or so newly 
0¹ ized as aforesaid, it shall be tho duty of the Socretary of tho Treasury to 
redeem the legal-tender United States notes in oxcess of §300,000,000 to the amount 
of 80 per cent. of the sum of national-bank notes so issued to any such banking 
e 
are issu: Y 
tender United States notes, and no more, 


Here the same words are used to indicate the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury in reference to the United States notes in excess of 
$300,000,000. IIe shall “redeem them,” and continue “such 2 
tion” until there shall be outstanding but 8300, 000, 000. He sh 
1 obligation of the Government by payin off the excess 
of $300,000,000, so that it will owe but this sum of fea gow notes. 
He cannot re-issue them and at the same time reduce the outstand- 
ing amount to $300,000,000. Certainly no otber construction can be 
given to this langnage, nor has any other interpretation been at- 
tempted. By virtue of the provisions of this act $27,509,108 of legal- 
tenders have been retired by being redeemed upon the new issue of 
$34,386,385 of national-bank currency since the date of the resump- 
tion act. 

So far, in this act, the same words are used to direct the Secre 
of the Treasury in the redemption of the whole amount of outstand- 
ing fractional currency and the outstanding legal-tenders in excess 
of „000,000. In both cases he retires from circulation the redeemed 
ji ieper ont f Congress by making banking free to 

‘he evident of Con was by g banking free 
encourage the fata then existing to largely increase . 
tion and induce such an increased number of banks as would not 
only reduce the legal-tenders to $300,000,000 by the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1879, by their increased issue, but also furnish such an additional 
supply as would be equal to the iegal-tenders to be retired January 
1, 1579, and thereafter. 

Con had legislated out of existence all circulating notes 
except the legal-tenders and national-bank notes. The Government 
for years before the passage of the resumption act had controlled 
the currency of the country in these two forms. The entire business 
of the country and people conformed to the kind and amount of 
currency thus provided, and values were regulated thereby. 


The 1 ly increased volume of currency thus thrown in circola- 
tion by the act of the Government had contributed greatly to the 
general advance in prices of real estate, merchandise, and labor, 


and the people were compelled to transact the general business ot 
the country and make their necessary investments for the conduct 
of their business in the markets and on tho inflated prices incident 
to the state of the currency, as made by the Government. There was 
no alternative. 

The business of the country is and always has been done to a great 
extent on credit. Hence many debts were contracted on the strength 
of the value of property as enhanced by this increased circulation, 
property bought on credit on these values depending on the Govern- 
ment to maintain the volume of currency to which it had advanced 


prices. 

With this state of affairs before Con tho friends of the re- 
sumption act certainly supposed they had made sufficient provision to 
supply the country with enough currency in the form of national- 
bank notes to justify the retiring of the legal-tenders without con- 
traction. And thus this supply would be ample by January 1, 1879, 
for this purpose. 

It was necessary, also, to induce a largely increased circulation of 
national-bank notes, to protect the banks, by insuring a sufficient 
amount of legal-tenders for their n reserves, under the bank 
act; for as this circulation increased legal-tenders would be propor- 
tioually withdrawn from circulation to supply the banks with the 
reserves required by law to redeem their circulation and pay depos- 
itors. This they are required to do with legal-tenders; hence the 
provision which prevented the reduction of legal-teuders below 


$300,000,000 by increased bank cirenlation. It would be n 
use this sum by the banks for theirprotection. Having thus provided, 
as was evidently then thought, ample provisions for all the currency 


to 


necessary for the country, and, as the friends of the resumption act 
believed, ed against contraction, the Secretary of the Treasury 
could with safety begin on the Ist of January, 1879, to redeem tho 

-tenders then outstanding. 

act then provides that— 

and after the 1st day of Janu: A. D. 1879, the Becre' Treasury 
shell redeem, in coin, the United States Wega tender coer Ge cone 
their tation for redemption at the office of tho assistant treasurer of the 
Uni States in the city of Rew York in sums of not less than $50, 

Here the Secretary of the Treasury is required to do the same 
thing with reference to the then ontstanding legal-tenders as he is 
requ to do with “the whole amount of outstanding fractional 
currency,” and with the legal-tenders in excess of three hundred mill- 
ions. Nor is there any perceptible difference in the language used 
in these several provisions of the act. 

With reference to the fractional currency, he is directed to redeem 
“until the whole amount of such fractional currency outstanding shall 
be redeemed.” With reference to the excess of three hun mill- 
ions of legal-tenders, he is required to continue thoir redemption— 

As such circulating notes are issned until there shall be outstanding the sum of 
7 Vdc 
tender notes then — 1, Ko. : y 

They are to be redeemed, in the same sense that the fractional cur- 
rency is redeemed. The requirement is as broad and comprehensive 
in one case as the other. These obligations of the Government aro to 
be discharged; it is no longer to be a debtor by reason of them. This 
requirement is as far-reaching as it is ible to conceive ; it follows 
all the legal-tenders over issued, until the last solitary wandering 
one outstanding shall be redcemed, paid, and retired. Whatever 
might have been the hopes and evon sanguine e tions of the 
friends of this act when passed, it has certainly failed in its operations 
torealizethem. I of enco i gad inducing many new banks 
or increased circulation of old — — t has had the opposite offect. 
The banks with a circulation of ninety cents only to the dollar of 
their bonds, these bonds being then at a handsome premium, the cer- 
tain depreciation of them as resumption Saar the scarcity of 
coin in the country, the necessity of the banks after resumption to 
redeem their circulation and pay depositors in coin if required, and 
the constant calling in by the 5 of higher-interest-bearing 
bonds to be supplied with ones bearing lower rates, have conspired to 

revent what was so confidently expected by the friends of this act. 

nstead of an increased bank circulation, we have $35,086,339 less of 
bank circulation than when this act was passed, and we have 
$27,509,108 less of legal-tenders. 

The banks at once after the of this act began to sell thoir 
bonds, realizing therefor the full sum of dollar for dollar, instead of 
ninety cents to the dollar of circulation, and in addition the large 
premium that they were worth, and retire their own circulation. 

If the provisions of this act were thought in January, 1875, to be 
necessary to prepare the way for resumption in 1579, by providing a 
volume of currency that would py retiring the legal-tenders 
without contraction, which as I have shown has utterly failed to 
accomplish the end desired, why should we insist upon its execution ? 
The only tendency of this act is to more rapid and certain contrac- 
tion. This means rapid and certain depreciation of values, and this 
means general bankruptcy of the active business men of the country. 

I take it that it can not be claimed that section 3579 of the Re- 
vised Statutes is in force as against this resumption act. The lau- 
guage of that section is as follows: 

When any United States notes are retarned to the Treasury they may bo 
re-issued from timo to time, as the exigencies of the public interests may requir. 

This was enacted as early as 1802, and for the purpose of author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to do what under the legal-tend- 
er act he supy he had no authority to do. But the quantity of 
legal-tenders having been authorized and no provision for their re- 
demption having been made, their flowing into the Treasury in the 
course of business was not redemption in the proper sense of that 
word; and, until legislation for their redemption was made, this pro- 
vision is perfectly consistent with the legal-tender act. 

But the resumption act is for the purpose of the redemption of the 
legal-tenders, and all its provisions aré inconsistent with the above 
section; and if it were not expressly repealed by the act it would 
certainly be so by implication. 

Certainly it will not be claimed that it is o 
provisions for the redemption of the fractional currency or the een 
tenders in excess of three hundred millions. It is equally inconsist- 
ent with the last clause of the act: 

47 is 8 e of all prior statutes so fur as it is fone} 
and rept, ere! an, repealing clause.— Sedgwick on 
pee — Kate Lam, page 125. z 

But the resumption law in terms repeals this ahd all other incon- 
sistent laws. z 

The last paragraph of the statute is as follows: 

And 2 provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby 


rative as against the 


Now, Mr. Speaker, cntertaining these views of tho resumption act 
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and believing, as I do, that an attempt to enforce its provisions will 
result in a great and speedy contraction of the legal-tenders, and that 
ruinons results to business and property will of necessity follow, I am 
in duty bound to vote for its repeal; and therefore support the bill 
now before the House, 

In doing this I do not oppose resumption, nor am I in favor of in- 
flation. I am unalterably pe deine to any new issue of legal-tenders, 
and look hopefully to the short future when legal-tenders and coin 
will be of the same value; when the legal tender in the hands of the 
people will be as valuable as gold coin. Andif in the future coin 
may circulate with the legal-tenders and it may then be shown that 
we may retire legal-tenders with safety to the business interests of 
the country, it will be time ee to legislate for contraction. 

And if the resumption act could be legally and fairly construed to 
be simply an act to make interchangeable coin and legal-tenders, 
without the contraction of the latter, it would very materially alter 
the case. But such, in my judgment, cannot be the legal construc- 
tion of that act. 

On and after the 1st day of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of 
the Treasury shallredeem incoin the United States legal-tender notes 
then outstanding, on their presentation for redemption, &c. 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall then pay the obligation of the 
Government in money, just as he is required to redeem the whole 
amount of outstanding fractional currency. There is no authority for 
him to re-issue them. And if the legal-tender act can only be main- 
tained, as the courts have indicated, as a war measure, the attempt 
to issue them again after redemption, either with or without au- 
thority of law, for that pases would be restrained by the courts. 

If this act is to be enforced, I can see in the future the rapid with- 
drawal from circulation of the legal-tenders, no provision for cur- 
rency to take their place, the inevitable depreciation of values, 3 — 
eral bankruptcy, and all the evils that of necessity follow these 


things. 

Mr DEERING. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 

GARDNER] one question. Are we to infer that n enactment we could 

not so legislate as to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to re- 
issue those legal-tender notes? I simply ask the question for iufor- 
mation. 

Mr. GARDNER. I understand, Mr. Speaker, that our courts have 
held, in fact have so declared, that the legal-tender notes were issued 
and allowed to be maintained simply as a war necessity, and that 
their legality consists in that fact. If they are redeemed by the pro- 
visions of this act, the purposes of their issue have been completed ; 
if Con could not pass for that exigency a law for their issue, 
certainly no act that they can pass for their re-issue could be main- 
tained if the other could not be maintained. Therefore I have main- 
tained that there is no means by which we may legislate for their 
re-issue, if that is the law as dec or indicated by the Supreme 


ourt. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I find myself agreeing in many of 
the propositions which my colleague from Ohio [Mr. n 
just stated, but differ from some of the conclusions he would draw 
from premises he has laid down. I agree with him in believing that 
the only sound currency any country can have is one which is intro- 
convertible with coin. I agree with him in desiring a resumption of 
specie payments in this country as early as it may be practicably 
accomplished. 

Starting from these premises and being willing to admit the ambigu- 
ity which was contained in the law of 1575, which has been referred to, 
and the repeal of the third section of which is before us, I, however, 
draw the conclusion, being a resumptionist in principle, that it would 
be wiser to amend the law so as to reach the end we are aiming at, 
rather than to repeal it entirely, and thus remove from the statute- 
book every pretense of an attempt or purpose at any time to resume 
specie payments. 

Let us, sir, distinctly meet this issue. I know very well the power 
of a minority to obstruct legislation or prevent the affirmative enact- 
ment of any statute. The question now before this House is: Shall 
we put it in the hands of a minority which we know to exist, and who 
are not in favor of specie payments at any time or under any circum- 
stances, to prevent any law from being passed which shall ever 
accomplish that result? It seems to me that is what we have to 
meet. 

I offered, sir, on yesterday, an amendment which I thought would 
remove such objections as my friend has urged against the law of 
1875, and which would embody those things which appeared to me 
essential, if we intend to resume specie payments at all. It is to that 
amendment that I desire particularly to call the attention of the 
House, so that we may see whether those of us who agree in believing 
that we ought to resume at some time cannot agree upon a measure 
like this, which will at least offer us a way out of our difficulty, 

I will state in brief what it is and will not trouble the House to 
hear it read. The third section of the act which it is now proposed 
to repeal consists of several clauses. The first enlarges the bank- 
ing act, so as to make free banking. The second clause of the section 
provides for the retiring of 80 per cent. in volume of the legal-tender 
notes, for every increase of circulation by the national banks. I do 
not propose in the amendment I offered to interfere with this first 
clause ; I leave the national banks as they are left by the original 
law of 1875; but in place of the second clause of the section I would 


NOVEMBER 7, 


substitute a provision which I will refer toin a moment, namely, the 
canceling of legal-tender notes in excess of $300,000,000 as rapidly 
as they are presented at the Treasury of the United States and re- 
deemed. The quantity in excess of that amount is not large. The 


gentleman from Kansas [Mr. PHILLIPS] told us yesterday that the 
amount in circulation is not more than from thirteen to fifteen mill- 
ions in excess of $300,000,000, and consequently that portion of my 
amendment is of comparatively little moment. The essential point 
is that we propose to keep the „000,000 of governmental currency 
now known as legal-tenders in circulation. 

We propose, also, outside of that, to have free banking under the 
national-bank law; to have both Government currency and bank cur- 
rency as being in accord with what may be regarded the settled opin- 
ion of the country. The amendment is in the nature of a compromise 
which proposes to limit the issue of legal-tenders to $300,000,000, and 
then return by gradna) approaches to specie payments. It is by adopt- 
ing this principle of beginning at the point where we are to-day, aud 
going step by step, making each month carry us over some portion of 
the distance to the point which we desire to reach, that we are most 
likely to succeed. e desire to increase the value of the paper dol- 
lar 1 per cent. per annum until we bring its value up to the point that 
we all wish to attain, namely: to par in coin. The amendment pro- 
poses to begin on the Ist of January next by paying ninety-seven 
cents on the dollar for our Treasury notes, in coin, and to proceed by 
adding a half cent ey six months, bringing them to par in coin by 
the Ist of January, 1881. 

I desire to present some reasons why this 3 should be 
adopted. I think we have hitherto found that in discussing the 

uestion of resamption of specie permena this question has troubled 
the public mind, “ What assurance have we that when the time fixed 
upon for the resumption of specie payments comes the Government will 
be prepared to carry out and the national Legislature will adhere to 
that policy?’ The country asks whether, after having declared that 
resumption shall take place at a given time but failed to provide any 
definite means of reaching the result, it can be regarded certain that 
any earnest effort is intended. 

The great political party represented on my left have brought it 
as one of the charges against the party to which I belong that we 
have really done nothing toward resumption; that we have never 
accomplished anything in that direction. Now, I am willing to admit 
that there is some weight in that objection in so far as we have failed 
to provide definite and fixed steps toward the desired result; and if 
there are gentlemen upon the other side of the House who really wish 
the Government to resume specie payments, I think they can meet 
me and those who believe with me upon the ground proposed in my 
amendment. How shall we reach resumption? Not by saying that 
we will resume in 1879 or 1881, but by providing intermediate steps 
leading to that result, and calculated to secure it. 

When an outery against contraction is made, I think it has weight 
only so far as it is a protest against a forced contraction by the act 
of the Government, or by the national Legislature. The Secretary 
of the Treasury some years ago, under authority of act of Congress, 
began to retire the legal-tender currency, and the result was a seuse 
of pressure in the money market, which was soon reflected here, and 
resulted in a repeal of the authority for contraction. Why did it 
thus affect the money market ? Simply because, as is always the case, 
a contraction thus forced is like the process of lifting a weight by a 
screw. It must be done by the mere force of a pressure applied so 
as to bring the currency nearer to the value of coin than it would or- 
dinarily come, My method would be to redeem our currency at what 
it is now worth in coin, and by reducing the premium on the coin 
make it day by day, month by month, and year by year, more valua- 
ble. Then you do not bring a pressure on the money market, but the 
process has rather the effect of easing it. If the holder of currency 
can see that the Government of the United States will make his Treas- 
ury notes more valuable next year than they are this year, by redeem- 
ing in coin at a lessrate of premium such notes as may be presented, 
his confidence in the currency itself will be increased. If at the same 
time this increase in value is so slow as to remove the temptation to 
hoard the legal-tender notes, their return to the Treasury for redemp- 
tion will occur only in case the quantity in circulation shall be found 
in fact larger than the business of the country will naturally and 
easily float. „ 

This is no forced contraction ; it is applying the test of actual ex- 
periment to ascertain whether you have more paper currency in the 
country than you can float at a given rate of premium on coin. Your 
steps in the process, then, should be far enough apart to give a test 
of this at each interval by letting the supply settle to the amount 
actually demanded. We want simply to test whether the existing 
amount of currency will float or not; and the only satisfactory 
method I can conceive of is this of bringing it to the test of actual 
redemption as we go along. Of what use is it to inquire whether we 
have as much or less currency per capita than other nations, when by 
such an erperimentum crucis we can demonstrate whether our supply is 
equal to or in excess of the demands of the business of the country? 

Therefore, if on the 1st day of January, 1878, we say we will redeem 
our national currency in coin at a rate of 3 per cent. premium on the 
coin, we thereby apply the direct test whether or not there be more 
paper currency in the country than the business of the country will 
tloat at that rate of premium. Who objects to this? We have con- 
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stantly said that we did not want inflation and did not want forced 


contraction. We want simply to apply the experiment naturally. 
This is what I propose to do by this amendment, and I think it will 
accomplish it if passed. 


Some may say, Why not go on more rapidly? The reason is plain. 
We must not p so rapidly that the mere increase in the value 
of paper by the promise of the Government to make it worth more 
AAN more in coin will be a sufficient motive to hoard it. If you make 
your paper appreciate in value 3 per cent. per annum, inasmuch as 
during all the year past that was about the average rate at which 
call loans could be placed in Wall street, of course the people will 
say that this currency is just as good as any loan on securities which 
they could get; consequently the notes might be hoarded. Wemight 
find to our cost that at the end of our attempted resumption the cur- 
rency which had been thus hoarded would be crowded upon us for 
redemption so fast as to exhaust all our hoarded coin and force a new 
suspension. 

Consequently it is indispensable in every such system that we 
should proceed so slowly as to test fairly at each step the question 
whether or not the quantity of currency in the country is in excess 
of the actual demands of trade; and in that way only can we settle 
the question how much currency will stay afloat. 

When, therefore, any gentleman complains to me that the national 
banks have been retiring their currency voluntarily, my answer is 
that the men engaged in banking are supposed to be looking after 
their interests; and when it is no longer profitable to loan money as 
the national banks loan it, it only proves that there is too much 
currency in the country; so much that it is no longer profitable, as 
compared with other uses for money, to put their Government bonds 
into the fu of national-bank-note circulation, and then to loan the 
circulation. 

There may be another reason for contraction by the banks, but I think 
its force would be annulled by what I have already stated. There 
might be a contraction on the part of the national banks growing out of 
the fear that a very early resumption of specie payments on the part 
of the Government would make it necessary for them to anticipate a 
rapid return of their own notes for redemption ; and it consequently 
might appear to cautious bank managers to be the px of prudence 
to reduce the amount of their circulation prior to the time fixed for 
resumption and to avoid the possibility of a “ run” upon their banks 
as soon as coin payments may be begun. This is one of the possible 
disturbances of the natural process of adapting the supply of cur- 
rency to the demand which can only be removed, as I think, by making 
the approach to coin payments at par so slowly and by such definite 
and fixed steps as shall enable all intelligent business men to calcu- 
late with some confidence on the probable effect of the plan we ma; 
adopt, and to take away the feeling of timidity and uncertainty whic 
might otherwise cause an unnecessary contraction of the bank-note 
circulation. 

If, then, our operations be so moderate and so slow that we can 
see, step by step, whether the currency we have will remain afloat, it 
seems to me every sound objection against resumption will be re- 
moved. Our mouths will be stopped unless we take the ground that 
we do not believe in a currency redeemable in specie at all. These 
are the general at ged I have attempted to embody in the amend- 
ment I have offered. This plan will, as I sincerely believe, give us a 
safe resumption, and if not a speedy one, at least one which will be 
iu accordance with the real interests of the country, and of which 
neither the debtor nor the creditor class can complain. 

I desire to say very little more on this subject. We can, as I think, 
afford to say that we will, in addition to the three hundred millions 
of Treasury-note currency, allow the national banks to be free. We 
may safely allow them to issue as much currency as the country 
desires, as much as the business interests of the country require. 
Those wants create the demand, and the certainty of supp! ywill be 
determined simply by the profit which men will find in establishing 
new national banks, if they have the capital on which to found them. 

I do not see why we may not go forward on a basis like this. An 
approximation to specie at the rate of 1 per cent. per annum is cer- 
tainly slow enough to insure that the currency will not be hoarded 
for the increase of value ; and it will give a little more time than is 
now provided to adapt the business interests of the country to the 
condition of specie payments, and to prove what may be the effect 
which is to follow the remonetization of silver. The history of the past 
few years has shown that we need not fear a reckless inflation from 
free banking, for the proverbial caution of capital has prevented any 
net inerease of bank-notes, in view of the probable return to coin pay- 
ments within a comparatively short time. 

The question will be asked, why not resume on the Ist day of Jan- 
uary, 1579, as the law now provides? I answer that I am inclined 
to yield as far as I have already indicated to the arguments which 
have been based upon the fact that in the plan we have followed 
hitherto there has n no actual test of the amount of paper money 
which could be kept in circulation in the presence of proffered coin 
redemption, and that the practical solution of this problem would 

be worth the delay which my amendment contemplates. I am there- 
fore disposed to yield so far to that argument as to say that we will 
take a little more time within which we will apply a proof of the kind 

I have spoken of, and thus settle the question. 
I do not propose to discuss at all the question of irredeemable 


paper money as against money convertible into coin. I believe we 
are all agreed upon this, that whether we ever resume specie pay- 
ments or not, and whether we have Treasury notes in circulation or 
not, the bulk of the ordinary 5 the country will be in 
porer All with whom I expect to act believe that this paper must 

redeemable in coin, and kept at the value of coin by such redemp- 
tion. Therefore, it does not seem to me that it is worth our while to 
go into the discussion of paper currency which is not redeemable, 
which nobody intends to redeem—a currency based upon any of the 
exploded theories of which the world has been full—a currency which 
should be merely token currency, whether of paper or base metal, or 
anything else. I do not imagine that I could change the opinion of 
any gentleman who believes in such a currency. Therefore 1 frankly 
state my position as one of those who desire to see a return to specie 
payments by means of successive steps, which are really l 
to bring it about. Then, at the end we may come to the question 
which my friend and colleague [Mr. GARDNER] has already stated. 
Then, when the legal-tender quality of the Treasury note has served 
its purpose, when we are actually back at redemption in coin, we 
can take up this question of the war power of the Government to 
issue legal-tender notes at all, and declare whether the Constitution 
permits that the legal-tender quality of this currency shall still 
remain in it. 

In order that I may be perfectly frank here, I will say that my own 
preference would be to declare now that when we have reached Specie 
payments by the Steps which I have indicated, the legal-tender qual- 
ity of the notes should cease ; because I agree with my colleague that 
to give such 9 qualitx is possible only under one of the 
war powers of the Government, the exercise of which should not be 
continued beyond what is necessary. But we have meanwhile time 
within which we may thus seek to make an honest, rational pay rica 
to the end wo prore to desire. Within that period we may discuss 
the question I have just stated. It seemed to me, therefore, that I 
might, in deference to the views of some of my friends on this side of 
the House, waive that discussion at present. Still I preferred to 
state my own position in order that there might be no doubt about 
my attitude in regard to any phase of the subject. 

Party lines no longer indicate the opinions of the people with regard 
toaquestionofcurrency. There are gentlemen here on both sidesof the 
House who are thoroughly honest and in earnest in desiring a return 
by proper means to specie payments within a reasonable period. To 
all such I offer this amendment as a means of coming to an under- 
standing. There are those also who do not believe in such a return 
to specie payments at any time or in any manner, and with these we 
must frankly differ. Cannot those of us who agree as to the object 
to be sought agree upon some method by which to attain it? 

For one, I am willing to abide by the result of a fair experiment as 
to the demand for currency, insisting only that the experiment shall 
be upon conditions that may be a touchstone to insure the preserva- 
tion and gradual increase of the value of the circulating medium. 
If under such conditions the amount of the currency should run up 
to five thousand millions, absurd as the supposition seems to me, I 
would have no objection to it. The question is what we need; and 
this question should be determiued by something that is really a test, 
not by the mere opinion of any theorist that twenty dollars or thirty 
dollars a head is the proper limit, nor by any comparison with coun- 
tries of the Old Worl n saying this, I am very far from wishing to 
be understood as contemning theory or despising the lessons of his: 
tory. Few men have more faith in them. I am only bringing into 
stronger relief my belief that actual, present convertibility, at all 
stages of the process of resumption, may be made the demonstrative 
proof of the safe and proper quantity of our circulating medium, and 
that consequently it is a mistake to resort to arguments from analogy 
or sis pacers when the simpler and indisputable test may be so culty 
applied. 

A few more words and I have done. I believe that one of the 
greatest evils that can ever happen to a country in its financial rela- 
tions is a rapid fluctuation in the value of its currency; and it does 
not matter whether the fluctuations are upward or downward. What 
we need, in my judgment, is something that shall be as nearly as 
sible a stable, continuous, even value. I believe we cannot get it in 
= other way than such as I have indicated. Consequently I also 
believe that we should regard it as one of the most solemn duties 
that can be imposed upon us as legislators to see to it that there shall 
not be created unnecessary fluctuations by anything we may do. As 
we have now a currency worth within 3 per cent. of par in coin, let 
us be exceedingly careful lest by letting down the bars, by encour- 
aging inflation withont stint, we canse vibrations which shall over- 
turn all values. I believe, as I have said, in roceeding cautiously ; 
by slow steps; trying to keep what we have y gained, and not, 
after we have ä within a few feet of shore, launching out 
again upon the deep stream. Consequently I look with great alarm 
upon a fa pestle to announce to the world, by an unconditional 
repeal of the act of 1875, that the United States has taken down all 
the bars against inflation; that it shall now depend simply upon the 
caprice of Congress whether there shall be a great addition to the 
national legal-tender currency, unchecked by any effective means of 
preserving its value. 

Under the present law ge bankers are conservative, because they 
are looking forward to the necessity within a few years of meeting 
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their notes in coin; but if you take off that safeguard, if you say to 
them you shall never resume, or even that you have no definife or 
abiding purposé of resuming, you directly and most powerfully encour- 
age inflation. It is therefore in the interest of y progress toward 
an end, which I believe a majority of this House and the country de- 
sire, that I have offered the amendment which has been read. 

Mr. RIDDLE rose. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Before the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] takes 
his seat I should like to ask him a question. 
4 COX, of Ohio. Tehonkl ba piad.to bear. the gentleman's quee- 

on. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Do I understand the position of the gentleman to 
be that after legal-tenders may be redeemed in coin there is no con- 
stitutional power to re-issue them ? 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. No, sir; I believe that after the Government 
notes are redeemed in coin there is no constitutional difficulty in 
their re-issue, except as it arises under the question whether or not 
you will issue them as legal-tenders. I believe that if we have the 
right under the Constitution to issue legal-tender notes at all, we 
have also the right to prolong the legal-tender quality of the notes 
so far as we may find it necessary in order to reach the end we aim 
at, namely, a permanent return to specie payments; but I believe 
that when we have fully reached this result, when wo have got to the 
point where it is no longer a doubtful question whether the Govern- 
ment can redeem its notes in coin at par, then it will be our dut 
2 that is not included in my amendment) to take away their 

egal-tender quality. I do not believe the issue of legal-tender 8 
ury notes can be made a perpetuity under the Constitution. But I 
wish distinctly to be understood : that proposition is not included in 
the amendment I have offered, because I am willing to leave it to 
Do settled by the discussions of Congress and the growth of public 


opinion in the gt Ba the next few years. 
Mr. SAMPSON. The gentlemau has not clearly answered my ques- 
tion. 


Mr. COX, of Ohio. I desire to do so. State it again. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Iwilldoso. When weshall have redeemed legal- 
tender notes in coin, will we then have the constitutional power to 
re-issue them as legal tender? 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Does the gentleman mean from time to time, 
during a limited period ? . 

Mr. SAMPSON. I mean hereafter. Tho ‘gentleman has provided 
for complete redemption after 1881. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAMPSON. That is, as I understand, his amendment. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I mean to be explicit. I believe we have the 
power to continue the legal-tender quality of the note so long as in 
good faith we may deem it necessary as part of the A teasing getting 
out of the condition in which wo were put during the war; but after 
wo are fairly out of it, I do not say whether in ono, two, or three 

years, but within a reasonable period thereafter, when we have got 
back into the full relations of a time of peace and into full redemp- 
tion at par, then the legal-tender quality of the note ought to cease, 
and we have not the constitutional power thereafter to continue it. 

Mr. SAMPSON. The gentleman believes it ought to cease, but the 

question is whether we have the constitutional power to continue it 


at all. 

Mr. CO, of Ohio. Ido not know that Ican answer the question more 
clearly. We have the constitutional power to get out of the condi- 
tion which was created under the war powers of the Government, 
and to do this in such a way as not to destroy the interests of the 
country; and it is a matter of little practical moment whether it 
takes one or two, or ten years, so that we are really doing in earnest 
what we can as part of the process of goreng back to the normal 
conditions and relations of a time of peace. not that sufficient? 
I do not see how I could say anything more. 

Mr. SAMPSON. As I understand the gentleman he takes the posi- 
tion in his amendment that after 1881 we shall be in condition to 
redeem in coin all outstanding legal-tender notes. Now, with the 
notes at that time redeemed in coin, can we after that pat, under 
the Constitution, re-issue and make them legal tender 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, Clearly enough, I think, for a brief period. But 
I believe that period must have a limit which it isin the discretion of 
Con to determine. The continuance of the legal-tender qnality 
of the 3 erh prolonged during the Ee steps * our 
approac e payments, we may re the process as lasti 
for some briat time thereafter. It 18 5 true that we 
shall be able to continue specie payments steadily under all cir- 
cumstances that may arise, and it may be wise to preserve the ! - 
tender quality for a little while, concurrently with the redemption 
of the notes at par in coin, when payment is demanded at the connter 
ofthe Treasury. I can conceive that this might be the case for a 
year or more, though as I have already distinctly said, I am myself 
willing to fix the limit of all paper legal-tenders at the time when we 
reach coin payments at par. 

I simply say I believe it to be the constitutional duty of Congress, 
after it shall have reached the period when it can redeem at par its 
legal-tender notes at all, then within some other reasonable period to 

ut an end to their legal-tender quality altogether. I cannot make 
t more definite than that. 


Mr. SAMPSON, The latter part of the amendment provides: 

And after the issue of said legal-tender notes shall be reduced by such redomp- 
tion as aforesaid to the sum of §300,000,000— 

And that I believe is at the commencement of the year 1881: 
po Apes sums of said notes which may be redeemed under the provisions of 

act shall not be canceled and destroyed, but may be re-issued under any ap- 
made by Congross. 

Even after we arrive at that pe the commencement of 1881, and 
have made full provision for the ption of the -tenders iu 
coin, then there is still here a provision that they may be re issued. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. So far as the amendment is concerned, it ex- 

resses no opinion and makes no rule. It leaves the gentlemen who 
ieve they may continue these as prea notes in circulation as 
safe as they can be under any proposition they may themselves make, 
But while the question is thus left open, I have for the sake of frank- 


ness exp: my own opinion that we must within some reasonablo 
period after that time put an end to the legal-tender quality, and then 
if they are re-issued, it must be as United States Treasury notes pay- 


able on demand. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Is not this amendment open to the same uncer- 
tainty in this respect as the act of January 14, 1875 f 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Not at all. The amendment has no uncertainty 
about it. it says that until something further is done by Congress 
these notes may be re-issned as legal tender. There I leave it. It 
will need a future act of Congress, dealing with the subject de novo, 
to change that. 

Mr. BLAIR. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand the proposition of the 
Ohio to be this: He starts with the principle that the @overnment 
should pay its promises in coin. As the law now stands, the legal- 
tender note is worth ninety-seven centson the dollar. The gentleman 
p to pay the legal-tender note, from the Ist of January, 1878 
at rate of ninety-seven cents on the dollar in coin. From subse- 
quent dates he proposes to pay it in coin at ninety-seven and a half, 
at ninety-eight, at ninety-nine, and at one hundred, reaching com- 

lete resumption or payment in full in gold in the year 1881. I would 
ike to ask the gentleman if it would not have been proper to apply 
the same principle when the legal-tender note was worth fifty conts 
in gold; if we should not have begun then to buy in the promises of 
the United States at a discount of 50 per cont? If the principle is 
good, so that its K can be commenced now, would it not 
ve been so then 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I will answer the gentleman’s question with 
great frankness. I think all practical business men will admit this: 
that there is a time when everybody zes so plainly the fact 
that fluctuations are extraordinary that they will not take such a 
period as a sample of an ordinary current of events; that conse- 
quently, when gold was at 280, it was our duty to wait a little and 
see what would be the rate of relative values to which paper and 
coin would settle when we should reach something like a normal con- 
dition of things. We have waited for that. We have got boyond 
the extraordinary, the abnormal condition. We have got where we 
can look back and see for a period of years a ual improvement. 
Having thus passed the period of a great flood and freshet, as it were, 
and having resumed something like the ordinary condition ot the 
current, we may now take the premium on coin as we find it, and 
decide upon the steps which we could not have taken when the fluct- 
uations were so extraordinary. 

Mr. BLAIR. Then I understand the distinction in the gontleman's 
mind as to obligations to keep a contract is only between ordinary 
and extraordinary circumstances. I would ask the gentleman, then, 
how he would have applied that principle at the time when a legal- 
tender note was worth eighty cents on a dollar, a time long after 
the period of extraordi fluctuations had passed ? 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I will answer tho gentleman. As an actual 
matter of history, I began the advocacy of the doctrine I have now 
stated in the year 1867, when gold was at a premium of 16, a point 
of time sufliciently near for practical effect to that sup by the 

entleman, when legal-tender notes were worth eighty cents on the 

ollar. But I wish also to answer the innuendo so often made, that 
wo pro to break contracts. I wish to be understood as saying 
that I do not believe in any such logic in regard to the currency. 

The governmental currency, in whatever view you take it, is sub- 
stantially a loan by the people of the country to the Government. 
In this exen; as it happens, it is a loan under special circumstances, 
I am entire 8 free to say, resuniptionist as I am, that if the people of 
the United States who hold the whole of this currency, (no part of 
it ing beyond our borders,) after full public discussion, declare 
through their Senators and Representatives in Congress assembled 
that the Government should pay the ciroulating notes in 1880, 1800, 
or at any other definite time, they have the absolute right so to do. 
As to the time, in short, the question is a political one, aud not one of 
contract. 

It is between the people and their own Government, and, conse- 
quently, I never will make the ar; ent based upon the law of pri- 
vate contract in this matter, except so far as the legal-tender note is 
in terms a contract on its face to pay in coin. The question when it 
shall be paid has been distinctly delegated by the people to Con- 
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gress. Tho payment in coin is the only explicit covenant in the con- 
tract, and therefore I cannot understand this logie abont a breach 
of contract in regard to the time of resumption. If we look at the 
faco of the note, we shall find that a dollar legal-tender is a promise 
of the Government to pay one dollar. For the definition of a dollar 
we must look to the statute fixing the United States coinage, which 
is the only authoritative dictionary that can give us the meaning of 
the word. The contract extends so far, but it does not contain on its 
face the time when it is to be paid, nor is there any distinct or im- 
plied contract with the Government to pay at any stated time. The 
people left the question indefinite as to when the Government should 
redeem its promises; but the implication asto time is fairly to be 
interpreted so as to make it the duty of the Government to provide 
for complete redemption within as short a reasonable time as may be 
consistent with the general weal of the country. 

Mr. BLAIR. I would like to ask the gentleman this question: Is 
not his proposition simply and purely one to P oa ara the day of re- 
sumption until 1881? And in this view he offers to bey in com what 
the paper of the Government is worth. No one will ask for coin, 
since paper is more convenient. In another year the paper of the 
Government will be worth 1 per cent. more, and then who will ask 
for coin? What reason is there to suppose that the redemption of a 
single dollar of legal-tendors will be called for until the time has 
arrived when actual ere of tho debt is to be made? 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, e gentleman seems to give only an addi- 
tional reason in favor of my argument. If he finds that the people 
of the country, to use a common phrase, „discount“ the approach of 
thé notes to coin, so much the better, because it will afford the Gov- 
ernment the opportunity to test at each point, year by year, and half 
year by half year, whether or not the Joret currency is in excess of 
the business wants of the country. If it is not in excess and the 
people prefer the paper dollar to coin, there will be ro occasion for 
redemption, and I shall not object to that at all. I leave that to the 
action of the laws of business and trade. What I desire, as I have 
s0 often re 1 Si to test the wants of the people as to currency. 

Mr. BLAIR. en, I wonld ask at what rate the gentleman pro- 

to re-issue the $300,000,000 of legal-tender which may be called 
lor under the appropriations of Congress; whether at the rate at 
which they have been ey by Congress, or at par? 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. t question is never an embarrassing one. 
Every business man understands the difference between coin con- 
tracts and currency contracts. Tho Government will pay currency 
oo in currency and coin contracts in coin, as private business 
men do. 

Mr. BLATR. I understand, then, the general principle upon which 
the gentleman bases his amendment is that there is no such thing ag 
an obligation on the part of the Government to pay specie unless it 
finds it to bo convenient so todo? 7 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Not at all. I amendeavoring in good faith, by 
steps that naturally lead to it, to get back to e payments within 
a reasonable time, doing all that the Government is called upon to 
do in fulfillment of its contract. The alternative is repudiation. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to know whether the gentleman izes the 
obligation of a contract on the part of the ernment when it gives 
a promise to pay. 

r. COX of Ohio. I have answered that inquiry explicitly. Our 
legal-tendor note is a contract to pay in coin within a future period 
not fixed upon its face and which the people have p ly left in- 
definite. I am trying to orm that contract, and, the time being 
Jeft thus indefinite to make it definite, it is not in law or in morals 
tho case of an overdue note. No lawyer for a moment can have auy 
doubt in regard to the meaning of a contract paremo in such a way. 
Tho Government is bound within a reasonable period to pay it. I 
am endeavoring to find a succession of steps which will bring us to 
such permen, witbin a reasonable period, and to test from year to 
ycar, by the actual . ton of notes at their current value, what 
are the monetary wants of the country. 

Mr. RIDDLE, Mr. Speaker, I pro; to discuss the resumption law 
and to advocate its repeal in connection with a review of other! 
tion which has inflicted irremediable disaster and irreparable losses 
upon the people of this country, and at the same time to enter an 
earnest plea in favor of substantial hg ves in the 8 of the 
burdens and the distribution of the efits of the Government in 
future legislation; and I will at once proceed to the discharge of the 
duty I have imposed npon myself. 

The establishment of justice and the promotion of the general 
welfare were among the primary objects in view by the people 
of the United States when they ordained and established their Con- 
stitution. The delegation of authority by that Constitution to Con- 

for the execution and enforcement of its provisions was made 
subject to the limitations of the preamble, and with the manifest 
intention that the legislation of Congress should establish justice, 
maintain equality, and promote the general welfare. 

Partiality and law are contradictory terms, That government, and 
that alone, is a perfect government which produces by the exercise 
of its legislative power an equilibrium between the two supreme 
principles which influence the actions of men—selfishness and benev- 
lence; and as the former is so much stronger than the latter, the 
object of all proper legislation should be to check selfishness and 


encourage benevolence. We have the highest authority for the asser- 
tion that— 


Law has two and only two foundations—equlity and utility, and that they are con- 
ditions without which nothing can give it any foros, ý . 


And this definition is but another statement of the heroic declara- 
tion of Sydney: 
That which is not just is not law, and that which is not law ought not B be 


Edmund Burke, whose e sive and catholic mind gave him so 
found an insight into the philosophy of jurisprudence, lays down 
or our instruction and guidance these axiomatic principles : 

All h la merely decl th y altor tho modo and ti 
ua uman kiaia y aratory ; 5 0. — 3 m 5 
tion of law, which is utility, must be understood, not of partial or limited, but of 
general and aaa utility, connected in the samo manner with, and derived directly 


cannot be that of a citizen; the interest of 
member of the commonweal 

tion of statni 
a consequential inequality in the distribution of justice, Law is a mode of human 
action society, and must be governed by the same rules of equity which 
govern every action. 


And this, in substance, is but the definition of Sir William Black- 


stone: 
bed b; Sab suprema power i Wio abato; oria 
prohibiting that which is wrong. 


Law is a rule of civil conduct 
manding that which is right 

Cues has no right to pass a law which will be prejudicial to 
the whole community, for in all forms of government the people are 
the true legislators, and— 

Whether the immediate and instrumental cause of the law be a at person or 
many, the remote and efficient cause is the consent of the people, either actual or 
implied, and such consent is absolutely essential to its validity. 

I have not the least doubt that the elementary principles just 
enunciated command the assent and cordial approval of the states- 
men and of the people of this conntry ; and my present purpose is to 
review as briefly as possible some of the legislation of the Congress 
of the United States enacted since 1865, and to submit to the country 
the question whether such | tion was wise, beneficial, and just 
when examined in the light of those principles. 

THE PUBLIC-CREDIT ACT OF MARCH 18, 1800. 

The legal-tender currency of the country down to March 18, 1869, 
consisted of gold, silver, and notes; but at that date there 
began a system of financial legislation unprecedented in the unfair- 
8 and partiality which it has inflicted upon the masses 
of tho people and gon the business interests of the country. The 
publi it act of March 18,1869, declared— 

That the faith of the United States is orara e ari tho payment in coin 


obligations has ile oars that the same may be paid in lawful money or 
an a 

When this bill was under consideration in the Senate on the 11th 
March, 1869, Mr. THURMAN moved to add the following proviso: 


That berein contained ob! 
ae MESSE shall apply to the obligations commonly 


Every democrat in the Senate voted for this proviso and a! 
majority of the republicans voted against it. The bill was a repu 
lican measure, was by republican votes, sanctioned by a repub- 
lican President, the republican party is wholly responsible for the 
great wrong and inj which have resulted from its adoption. 

The great wrong of that law arose from the fact that the 5.20 bonds, 
which constituted three-fourths of the interest-bearing debt of the 
country, were payable in United States notes according to the cons 
temporaneons construction of the law by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means (Mr. Thaddeus Stevens) and who had 
charge of the legislation under which these bonds were issued. And 
to show that he was not mi en, it is only necessary to read the 
contract made by the Government with every holder of every United 
States note in circulation, as that contract is printed on the back of 
each one of said notes, as follows: 

This note is a tender at its face value for all debts public and ex 
cept duties on . — and interest on the public debt. * Wels 

All these notes were an unlimited legal-tender at their face value, 
with only two exceptions, and they were “ duties on imports and in- 
terest on the public debt.” The bonds donot come within either 
of these two exceptions, and as the law under which they were issued 
did not expressly provide that tho principal thereof was payable in 
coin they were beyond all question payable in legal-tender notes prey 
vious to the pee of the public-credit act of March 18, 1869. i 

The 10.40 bonds, which amounted only to $196,000,000, were made 
payable, both principal and interest, in coin by the law under which 
they were issued, but the law under which tho 5.20 bonds wore issued 
provided only that the interest should be paid in coin, while the prin- 
cipal was payable in money; and Mr. Thaddeus Stevens unhesitat- 
ingly declared at the time that if legal-tender notes were money then 
the principal of these bonds was payable in such moncy, while the 
interest only was payable in coin. 

Now, the objection to tho“ public-credit act” is not that it was 
intended to strengthen the public credit, but that i changed the 
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contract after it was made and chan it in the interest of the 
creditor and against the interest of the debtor. It was a law that 
benefited a few and inflicted an irreparable and irremediable injury 
and loss on the many. It was in the interest of the bondholder, who 
pays no taxes on his bonds and at whose dictation it was enacted, 
and was against the interest of the people, who were not consulted 
as to its enactment and who were then and are now oppressed under 
the weight of every kind of taxation. It was the worst form of class 
legislation and in direct violation of the sound old Jeffersonian maxim, 
„Equal rights to all, exclusive privileges to none.“ It was a cunning 
device by which a domestic debt was converted into a foreign obli- 
gation and by which the field of the domestic and foreign bondholder 
was for an indefinite period to be enriched by the sweat of the labor 
of the 3 which in its last analysis is the fruitful parent of all 
wealth and of every form of individual and national prosperity. 

As the laws creating our national debt stood at the date of their 
enactment, they should have remained without change or modifica- 
tion until that debt was fully discharged. The contract under which 
the debt arose should have been changed neither in the interest of 
the creditor nor of the debtor. If these 5.20 bonds had been paid at 
the expiration of five years from the date of their issuance in legal- 
tender notes, as the Government had the legal right and as it was its 
duty so to pay them, the people would have been spared the immense 
and the irreparable loss which has resulted from the payment of the 
interest thereon, which has amounted in ten years to very nearly if not 
quite $1,000,000,000. This sum, if saved, would have so reduced the 
volume of the national debt as to have rendered its burden lighter 
with each successive year, and would have insured its certain and 
speedy extinction, Our Government has been characterized as “a 
government of the people, by the people and for the people ;” but it 
must be a violent presumption that the people ever gave their con- 
sent to that legislation of their representatives in Congress by which 
3 immense losses and such monstrous wrongs were inflicted upon 

em. 

The payment of these bonds in legal-tender notes would have im- 
posed no hardship and no injustice upon the creditors of the nation, 
for the reason that the bonds were not paid for in gold at “ par” but 
in nbacks at “par,” and when gold was at a premium of from 145 
to I here insert a table showing in what years the Government 
8 of its securities, the amount disposed of, and the prices 
realized for them in gold: 


1. 2U1, 557, 910 


This debt of $1,852,395,000 therefore represents only $1,211,557,910 
in gold received by the Government, or an average price of about 
sixty-six and two-thirds cents on the dollar. The “ par” sale of the 
bonds cost the people a loss of $640,837,000, or one-third the whole 
amount of the bonds issued. For these fi I am indebted to 
the Saint Louis Republican, a journal known throughout the country 
as a hard-money advocate, as quoted by the gentleman from Mis- 
sonri [Mr. BLAND] in a speech made in this House on the silver bill, 
August 8, 1876. 

The payment of the bonds in greenbacks or legal-tender notes, for 
which they were sold, was the only means by which the people conld 
have avoided the loss of the $640,837,000 sustained in the original 
sale of the bonds. By the passage of the public-credit act of March 
18, 1869, therefore, it is clearly seen that the people have not only 
lost the $1,000,000,000 of interest already paid on the bonds, but also 
the $640,837,000 in their first negotiation, which is the difference be- 
tween the face value of the bonds in greenbacks and the amount 
realized for them in gold. 

In these transactions the republican party is justly chargeable with 
two enormous political sins ; one of omission in not paying the bonds 
in legal-tender notes, and the other of commission in the passage of 
the public-credit act, by which the most of the debt was changed 
wrongfully from a currency debt to a coin debt; and these two great 
pees blunders, which have justly attained the dignity of crimes, 

ve robbed the people under the fornis of law of the tremendons 
sum of $1,600,000,000, which would very nearly pay the whole amount 
of the public debt of the United States now ying interest. 

Another grievance in this connection which the people justly lay 
to the chore of the republican party is the failure to maintain the 
volume of the currency in circulation in 1865 until the vast debts 
then and A A contracted had been fully met and W 
The reduction of the amount of the circulating medium in the face 


of the overwhelming and crushing indebtedness of individuals, munici- 
lities, corporations, States, and of the nation, has been deservedly 
nounced by such an approved financier as Peter Cooper as an act of 
gross injustice and wrong to the debtor class of the country. 
It is alarming to contemplate the immense indebtedness which is 


nded as a mortgage over the property and labor of the country; 
— there can be no true prosperity until it is diminished. ay 


The assessed wealth of this country in 1860 wass $7,000, 000, 000 
Its indebtedneas, State and national, Se 000, O00 
, A 6, 740. 000 000 
Its assessed wealth in 1870 W— Wꝶ¹Pj: t 14, 000, 000, 000 
Its indebtedness, State and national, Was ', 000, 
nne ð 9. 000, 000, 000 
Our wealth per capita in 1860 WwVaaꝶꝶ 215 00 
Our debt per capita in 1860 was. 10 00 
. ͤ ͤ ᷑ Ä.... KK ̃˙* n 205 00 
——— 
Our wealth per capita in 1870 Was isde 240 00 
Our debt per capita in 1570 was... <n 125 00 
MOR WUMGR I ns yr ucaupassnaaabe phoncespen sneneemserassanees 115 00 
The taxation of the country in 1870 π ¹ũ1ꝶF1t.ꝛʒ 730, 000, 000 
The net earnings of the country in 1870 was.............-.-..-.-. 546, 000, 000 
Taxation exceeded net earnings bj 184, 000, 000 
Our taxation I 337 
Our taxation —-— — —ů—*E7é . 460 
per capita in 1870 was .............. . 19 91 


It is a melancholy fact that the taxation of the country in 1870 ex- 
ceeded the net earnings of the peepi by the sum of $184,000,000, and 
that the net wealth of each individual in the country was $90 less in 
1870 than it was in 1860. When the Government of any country 
demands in taxes all the income which property produces, the value 
of property is in a great measure destroyed and the confidence of the 
rere in the integrity of their legislators and in the wisdom of their 
egislation is seriously impaired, and ought to be. 

vernments, though absolutely necessary, are the most frightful 
oppressors and do most wrong, and often with the very best inten- 
tions. The crime of individ is small when compared with the 
wrong done by governments. For every dollar stolen by the crim- 
inal, the tax-gatherer takes about two thousand dollars. In corrob- 
oration of what has just been said I will here cite some remarks of 
Thomas Buckle, which are contained in the first volume of his re- 
markable History of Civilization in England: 

For no government having recognized its pi limits, the result is that every 
goverument has inflicted on its suujects great juries; and has done this nearly 
always with the best intentions. * Tho most valuable additions made 


to 7 have been enactments destructive of preceding legislation ; and the 
best oe which have been passed have been those by which some former laws were 
re} 


The whole scope and tend of modern legislation is to restore things to that 
natural channel from which the rance of preceding legislation has driven 
them. This is one of the great works of the present age; and if legislators do it 
well, they will deserve the gratitude of mankind. But though we may be thus 
grateful to individual lawgivers, we owe no thanks to lawgivers, considered as a 
class; for, since the most valuable ye ahd ores in legislation are those which 
subvert preceding legislation, it is clear that the balance of good cannot be on 
their side. Itisc that the progress of civilization cannot be due to those who, 
on the most important subjects, have done so mach harm that their successors are 
considered benefactors, simply becanse reverse their policy and thus restore 
affairs to the state in which they would have remained, if politicians had allowed 
them to run on in the course which the wants of society required. 

From these extracts we may readily learn the important lesson 
that the Forty-fifth Congress has it within its power to gain the 
thanks and the benediction of the conntry by the immediate pe Se 
and modification of all the bad and mischievous legislation which 
has been enacted to the great detriment of the people during the last 
decennium, and in no other way can we become the benefactors of 
our constituents, 

And not only have the people lost the $1,600,000,000 heretofore 
stated by the failure of Congress to direct the payment of the 5.20 
bonds in greenbacks, but by the parage of the public-credit act, 
and the contraction of the currency at least 25 per cent. was adde 
to the amount of the national debt and of all other debts, or, what 
practically amounts to the same thing, the property of the people 
was depreciated at least 25 per cent, by the measures above indi- 
cated, and their ability to pay their vast indebteduess was dimin- 
ished of course in the same proportion. A debt of $1,000, contracted 
when the currency amounted to $1,500,000,000, becomes $2,000, prac- 
tically, when the currency is reduced to $750,000,000, because the 
purchasing power of the currency is thereby doubled. Such contrac- 
tion should never have been superinduced until the indebtedness, 
incurred when the currency was abundant, had been fully paid off 
aud discharged. If there had been no indebtedness the policy of 
contraction would have been perfectly defensible, for it would have 
made no difference whether the values and the property of the coun- 
try were measured by the triple standard of gold, silver, and se 
or the bimetallic standard of gold and silver, or the single stand rd 
of gold, because new debts and all purchasable commodities would 
have been measured by the same standards. 

The additions to the public debt by these flagrant blunders of the 
republican party have been at least 8250, 000, 000; and the addition to 
the private, municipal, and State debts of the country has been at 
least $1,000, 000,000 more ; and these enormous sums are clear losses to 
the people; without any compensating advantage whatever. It is 
not at a op take that the debts of Tennessee and other States have 
become so burdensome and nnmanageable as to invite from their 
creditors propositions of compromise when considered in the light of 
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the losses of the people superinduced by the bad policy and mischiev- 
ous legislation of the National Government for the last twelve years. 

Tbat there has been an nnwise and improvident extension of the 
credit and indebtedness of individuals, corporations, municipalities, 
and States during the past twelve years cannot be successfully de- 
nied ; but this unwise and improvident accumulation of debt was a 
powerful argument in favor of such a policy and such legislation as 
would have mitigated and not aggravated the hardships of the finan- 
cial situation. 

The currency of a country is to the community what the blood is 
to the human system; and its diminution below the amount required 
to maintain business in a state of healthy activity is just as repre- 
hensible as would be the attempt of a physician to so reduce the 
amount of his patient’s blood as to impair bis natural energy and 
yitality, and permanently endanger his health. When the organs of 
the body become diseased, so that they sluggishly perform their 
proper functions, their mobility should be stimulated by the employ- 
ment of adequate remedial agencies, In like manner was it the im- 
perative duty of the Government, by wise legislative intervention, 
to afford to its distressed citizens every available facility to enable 
them to overcome the disadvantages of their financial situation, and 
to triumph over their pecuniary troubles. 

THE SILVER DEMONETIZATION ACT OF FEBRUARY 12, 1873. 


Another law, almost as injurious to the people of this country as the 
public-credit act of March 18, 1869, is the act demonetizing silver, 
passed February 12, 1873, or approved by the President at that date 
and adopted at the urgent request of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Gold ra silver, in very nearly equal quantities in value, had circu- 
lated interchangeably among mankind from the days of Abraham 
and from the dawn of civilization, and they had been the constitn- 
tional currency of the United States from the establishment of our 
Federal Government in 1789. I willremark, by way of parenthesis, that 
these metals were never constant in relative value for long periods, aud 
no attempt to equalize them by coinage laws can meet with more than 
temporary success. A change in the purchasing power of either so 
reacts upon the purchasing power of the other as gradually to restore 
the equilibrium. 

There was no demand from the people for the demonetization of 
silver, for such a measure lay directly across the path of their true in- 
terest. The demand came from the money power of this country and 
of Europe, as is abundantly shown by the record made up at the time 
the bill was under consideration in Con It has been published 
to the world, and it has not been denied, that after the demonetiza- 
tion of silver in France, Germany, England, and Holland a capital 
of $500,000 was raised, and Erne t Lloyd, of London, was sent to this 
country with this fund as the agent of the foreign bondholders and 
capitalists to effect the same object, which was successful. 

r, KELLEY. Lask the gentleman to yield to me to correct an 
error into which he has been misled, as I was. I know that he wants 
to state the facts, and that a misstatement injures a cause. The Er- 
nest Lloyd referred to by the gentleman is Ernest Seyd, and his 
name has been published as Ernest Lloyd. The record is that Mr. 
Seyd is and always has been an opponent of the demonetization of 
silver. Therefore the story is an invention put afloat to his preju- 
dice, and I think to the prejudice.of the cause in which I kave used 
it, as the gentleman has, supposing that it was Ernest Lloyd. Iknow 
Ernest Seyd by his writings to be now and to have been uniformly 
an opponent of the demouetization of silver. Therefore the gentle- 
man will not care to give publicity to a statement which can be ex- 
ploded by our enemies. He would sooner be corrected by one who 
agiees with him in opinion. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I thank the gentleman for his correction. I have 
seen the statement circulated all over the country, and have never 
scen it denied. This extract from the speech of Mr. Hooper, however, 
will not be denied, for I have taken the pains to verify it. Mr. Hooper, 
of Massachusetts, who was the chairman of the Committee on Coin- 
age, in a rather lengthy explanation of the provisions of the original 
measure, for which the act of February 12, 1373, was arog AB DARAS 
as a substitute, used the following language, as appears from the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of April 9, 1873, page 2034: 

Ernest Seyd, of London, a distinguished writer and bullionist, who iş now here 
and has 5 great attention to the subject of mints and coinage, after examining 
the first draught of this bill, made various sensible suggestions, which the committee 
adopted and embodied in this bill. 

When the reading of the bill was demanded by the late Speaker of 
this House, (Hon. Michael C. Kerr,) Mr. Hooper declined to permit it 
to be read under the ruling of the Speaker, (Mr. BLAINE,) saying 
that those interested in it were perfectly familiar with its provisions. 
And when asked by Mr. Holman, of Indiana, to explain if the bill 
made any changes in the existing law, and “ especially with reference 
to coinage,” the House was assured by Mr. Hooper that it made no 
change in the existing law in that regard, and the bill was forced through 
the House, without being read, under a suspension of the rules. Itis 
clear that President Grant was not aware of the meaning and extent 
of this surreptitious and stolen legislation; for the fact of his igno- 
rance on the subject is manifest from expressions used by him in a 
letter to Mr. Cowdrey, in the month of October, 1873, nearly a year 
aiter he signed the bill. 

The double standard of gold and silver prevailed in this country 
from the days of Alexander Hamilton until Ernest Seyd, of London, 
made various sensible snggestions” to the Committee on Coinage, 


which were“ adopted and embodied in the bill.” Very soon after that 
event the legal authority to coin the silver dollar of 3714 grainsof pure 
silver and of 4124 grains of standard silver ceased, and gold was left 
as the Gly santas by which the value of the property of the 8 


was to be henceforth measured and in which the vast bonded debt of 
the country was to be paid. 

To understand fully the practical operation of these laws requires 
but a moment’s reflection. If gold, silver, and Treasury notes were 
each equal in amount and were all unrestricted legal-tenders, prop- 
erty and labor would command higher prices than if one or more of 
these articles were stricken from the list of legal-tenders, and debts 
would be more easily paid if all three were legal-tenders instead of 
one or two of them. If the legal-tender circulation of the country 
were $900,000,000, ($300,000, of gold, $300,000,000 of silver, and 
$300,000,000 of Treasury notes,) the business of the country would ad- 
just itself accordingly and prices would be regulated by that volume 
of currency, and it would measure equitably the property, the labor, 
and the indebtedness of the country. There would be no preponder- 
ance in the scale in favor of either the creditor or the debtor class. 

Suppose, however, Treasury notes are eliminated by law and the 
legal-tender currency thereby reduced by the sum of $300,000,000— 
say from $900,000,000 to $600,000,000—then what would be the result ? 
Why, simply this: A debt of $1,000 previously contracted would re- 
main the same in amount, while the property or labor required to pay 
it, by the one-third reduction of the currency, would be 3 in 
value one-third ; and therefore it would take one-third more property 
or one-third more labor to pay the debt than it would have done at the 
date of its creation. If the $300,000,000 of silver were also taken by 
law from the legal-tender currency, a similar result, and one propor- 
tionally disastrons to the debtor class, would follow. 

And such has been the legislation of this Government within the 
last ten years. By the coin act of 1869 the people were deprived of 
the legal right to pay off any portion of the national debt in nry 
notes, which right was worth to them at least $600,000,000; and by 
the silver-demonetization act of 1873 they were deprived of the right 
to pay off any portion of it in silver, which right was worth to them 
nearly as much more; so that there remains only one legal tender in 
which that debt can be paid, and that legal tender is gold. And we 
are informed by the Secretary of the Treasury that all bonds negoti- 
ated while these odious laws are in force are not to be paid “in coin 
of less value than the coins authorized by law at the time of the issue 
of the bonds.” The silver act, by depreciating still further the value 
of labor and property and limiting the legal-tenders to gold alone, 
has added at least ,000,000 to the actual indebtedness of the 
country; and this additional loss has been unjustly imposed upon the 
people by the republican party, for that party, being in the majority 
in both Houses of Congress when the act was passed, is responsible 
for its great injustice and iniquitous consequences. 

e THE RESUMPTION ACT OF JANUARY 14, 1875. 

This law has been justly denounced as a hinderance to resumption. 
Its enactment and attempted execution have created an artificial 
scarcity of currency and have alarmed the public mind into a partial 
withdrawal of that vast machinery of credit by which 95 per cent. 
of all business transactions are performed. There are only two 
methods by which resumption can be achieved, and they are, contrac- 
tion of the currency and the accumulation of gold in sufficient quanti- 
ties for that purpose without any contraction. The policy of con- 
traction is suicidal and oppressive in the extreme, and it will be no 
longer tolerated by an outraged people. Gold is now our only legal 
tender under the ill-starred legis ation to which I have referred, and 
its accumulation in sufficient quantities for resumption on the Ist 
day of January, 1879, is a physical impossibility. In 1832 Mr. Harley 
Palmer, governor of the Bank of England, testified as follows: 

The average proportion, as already observed, of coin and bullion which the bank 
deems it oy ot to pris on — 5 at the rate of one-third of all her liabilities, 
including deposits as well as issues. 

The business experience of this country has abundantly demon- 
strated the fact that no such accumulation of coin can be secured by 
the Government and the banks as the governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land testified to be prudent and necessary to insure a continuous re- 
sumption of specie payments. - The following table is given to show 
the ratio of circulation to specie (both gold and silver) for some twenty 
years before the war began: : 


Circulation. 
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The average of these ratios is about 2.88, from which it may be in- 
ferred that to maintain specie payments there must always be on 
hand $1 of specie for every $2.88 of paper to be redeemed. And 
it will be observed that whenever the ratio has exceeded $3.70 of 
paper for $1 of specie, as pened in the years 1837 and 1857, 
there has been a suspension of specie payments. There was only 
about $170,000,000 of specie (gold and silver) in the United States in 
1874, and it is manifest that on the Ist day of January, 1879, there 
cannot ibly be more than that amount of gold in the country 
with which to redeem the $700,000,000 of United States notes and 
national-bank notes which will then be in circulation. During the 

ear 1876 the proponis of the reserve to the deposits in the Bank of 

gland was fully 52 per cent. and the proportion of the bankers’ 
balance to the reserve was nearly 75 per cent. The average reserve 
of notes and coin for 1876 was about $80,000,000, the ave bank- 
ers’ balance was about $60,600,000, and the average deposits were 
about $150,000,000. 

The deposits in all the banks of this country amount to more than 
$1,000,000,000, and the attempt to pay these deposits in gold on the 
Ist day of January, 1879, as well as the $700,000,000 of currency that 
will then bo outstanding, would be the culmination of financial 
absurdity. The attempted enforcement of the resumption act will 
necessitate the surrender of the charters of a large nnmber of the 
banks and will greatly 3 our financial difficnlties by the 
unavoidable contraction of the currency; and this enforced contrac- 
tion, in the face of an indebtedness already alarming, will result in 
the virtual confiscation of a very large pomen of the property of tho 
people. The policy of resumption under existing circumstances is 
one which discourages production on the one hand and limits con- 
sumption on the other. It is a policy of repression and prostration, 
and not ono of development and expansion, and its results are with 
veri-similitude set forth by Sir Archibald Alison in that part of his 
IIistory of Europe in which he treats of the murderous attempt of 
England to enforce resumption in 1819: 


Everything turned to the profit of tal and tho depression of industry, and 
80 strongly were the . bela Rr b these c! intrenched in thad is- 


‘lature that tho canse of humanity seemed hopeless, Every effort of indusi iry, 
every triumph of art, every increase of population, tended only to augment the 
neral dis! because it enhanced the disproportion 


ge between the decreasing cir- 
I S gre en glow yg gr Ee rr ge toad nse 
w on 
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The repeal of the resumption law is demanded by every consid- 
eration of public equity aud public utility; for the shrinkage of 
values, caused by the N it has excited, has already en- 
tailed upon the people a loss of not less than 81,000,000, 000. the 
law should be executed, the actual loss to the ple would be the 
difference between the value of the $5,000,000,000 indebtedness of the 
country at the date of its postage and the date of its execation, which 
would be 17 per cent., or $850,000,000, and, in addition, the interest 
on the §400,000,000 of United States notes, which would be destroyed 
as circulation by resumption and which had cost the people nothing, 
bat which by the process of eia tore) would have to be converted 
into a bonded debt still further to burden the people, 

The responsibility for the actual and prospective losses superin- 
duced by the passage of thislaw belongs to the republican party, for 
the record shows that not a single democrat in either House of Con- 
gress voted for it. 

EXTRAVAGANT APPROPRIATIONS. 


The untiring and indefatigable efforts of the democratic majority 
in this House during the Forty-fourth Congress met the public de- 
mand and the public ex tion, by an ave annual reduction of 
the expenditures of the Government of more than $30,000,000, which 
saved to every adult laborer in the country at least $5 of annual 
direct and indirect taxation. Tho New York Tribune said in its issne 
of August 18, 1876, “ that the whole credit of them”—thereductions of 
exponditures—“ is due to the democratic House.” 

The final consent of the republican party in the Senate and the 
House to this amount of reduction and retrenchment, was a confes- 
sion on their part that the expenses of the Government had been unneces- 

and excessive to that extent ever since the close of the war in 
1805. Their wasteful extravagance during the period of the last 
twelve years has cost. the people, as a simple arithmetical calculation 
will show, very nearly if not quite the sam of $400,000,000. 

But thelr responsibility for loss does not stop here. They have been 
Incharge of the Government and of the public revenue for a longseries 
of years. Our federal taxation since 1865 has amounted to more than 
$4,000,000,000; and we have the anthority of Mr. George William 
Curtis for the eee one-fourth of the public revenue has 
been lost in the process of collection. It will be seen at a glance 
that throngh the inefficiency and dishonesty of the civil service of 
the country, as organized by the republican party, the people have 
been subjected to a farther loss of more than $1,000,000,000, being one- 
fourth of the revenue, not collected by the proper public functionaries, 


RECAPITULATION OF LOSSES. 


In order that the people of the country may see the enormous losses 
which they have sustained by the bad legislation and bad adminis- 
tration of the Government since it has been in the hands of the repub- 
lican party, I will tabulate them for their careful consideration and 


ias the proper impression may be made by the contemplation of the 


aggregate result: 
Loss of interest for over ten years by failure to pay the 5.20 bonds 
in United States ry notes . $1, 000, 000, 600 
Loss in the 000 
Loss by the 
pubi it 
And to individual, corporate, and State debts. 

e act 500, 000, 000 
. values and panic caused by the resumption 4, 000, 060, 000 
= . a S on 
Loss by failure to collect one-fourth of the public revenue. 1, 000, 000, 000 

Total 1006; soc cee nes sascnmnessus ease enw castscncsesces eee 5, 750, 000, 000 


a oy sure ae have Sone vga esa sen niad 800 
ese losses. e aggregate loss, above shown, o 750,000,000 
amounts to more than one-half of the net assessed wealth of the 
country in 1870, and would have fully paid off the whole amount of 
our national debt and all the indebtedness of every State in the 
American Union. The authors of the policies which have resulted 
in such a tremendous loss and the imposition of so great a tax and 
burden upon the labor and property of the people should be and will 
be held to the most rigid accountability. 


REMEDIAL LEGISLATION. 


It is the imperative duty of the Government to re-establish justice, 
and to repair the injury its unanthorized and improvident acts have 
done, and to correct by revisionary legislation, so far as it is possible 
to do so, the manifest wrongs faste upon the people by our prede- 
cessors. An overwhelming majority of the American people demand 
the repeal of all the partial and mischievous legislation to which I 
have referred, so far asit can be done without impairing vested rights 
or the obligation of contracts; and it is somewhat discouraging to 
the true statesman, as he pursues the path of remedial legislation, to 
find many original injustices which have become vested rights and 
entitled to his consideration and protection. 

The re of the resumption law and the of a law provid- 
ing for the restoration of the legal-tender quality of the silver dollar 
of 412} grains of standard silver and for its recoinage are clearly 
within the competency of Con during its present session. The 
demand for this legislation is not the effervescence of a mercu- 
en peoi but the deliberate expression of a well-matured public 
opinion; and it is but just to this House to say that it shows a com- 
mendable readiness to respond to the demand by the faithful execu- 
tion of the will of the people. These measures tend in the right 
direction, but they fall far short of meeting the exigencies of the 
financial situation. 

The substitution of Government notes for those of the national 
banks and the conversion of those banks into banks of deposit and 
discount o under wise regulations and restrictions, and the 
removal of the stamp of inferiority from the notes of the Govern- 
ment by requiring their reception in payment of customs dues (and 
the failure to do this has been the chief hinderance to resumption of 
specie payments and has cost the prone by the enforced depreciation 
of the notes at least $100,000,000) are measures that would be 
supremely beneficent in their operation ; so much so that the agita- 
tion for their adoption by the people and their Representatives in 
Congress should never cease until they are every one sanity! Beep 
into the statute-book of the SRT reat obstacles lie in the way 
of their adoption, but they should stimulate to effort and activity 
and not create apathy and discon: ment. 

I take this occasion to repeat what I said in this high forum Febru- 
ary 26, 1876, and subsequent reflection has strengthened the opinion 
then expressed, which is as follows : 


Ifthe entire currency consisted of legal-tenders, a redundancy could be vory 
3 perronga by appropriate lation, even if that currency amounted to 
81, 00, 500, 000. The conv ili the legal-temlers into a Government stock car» 
rying a rate of interest that would always render it equal t» gold’or superior to it, as 
has just been shown to be the caso with tho currency sixes,” would completely solve 
this most difficult problem in the arithmetic of the American statesman, This con- 
vertibility was secured by the promise and contract on the back of the backs 
issned during the war, which provided that they were “exchangeable for United 


States 6 cent. twenty-year bonds, redeemable at the pleasure of the United 
States five years,” but it was taken away in 1864. 1 that contract had not 
bold f , greenbacks would long since have been of more value and better than 


Mr. Chase, in his last report as Secretary of the Treasury, said of a 
similar measure: > 

Buch an arrangement, the Secretary inclines to think, would operate bencficiall 

increasing the perir of currency when unusual stringency shall require ie: 
crease, and reducing its amount when returning ease shall allow restriction. 

Such a measure would provide for the people a system of tempo- 
rary loans by which an absolately safe savings-bank would be estab- 
lished for their benefit, and by which our foreign interest account 
would be reduced, and by which, in addition, a circulation would be 
provided so supported as to be eqnal in value at least, if not superior, 
to a metallic currency at once, without any unwise and mischievons 
legislation fixing the date for the forced resumption of specic pay- 
ments. And then the tremendous power of contracting and expand- 
ing the currency of the country would be taken from Congress and 
from the Secretary of the bide f and confided to the peuple to 
whom it properly and legitimately belongs. 

In this connection, I must beg tho indulgence of the House to read 
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the following remarks made by John C. Calhoun in the United 
States Senate, September 19, 1837, on the bill authorizing the issue 
of Treasury notes: 

In ype ies Ng it la paper currency] has a vast superiority over a metallic cur- 
rency, es ly in — s and extended transactions, by its greater cheapness, 
e 2 facilit of determining tho amount. A s 

It appears to me, Red bestowing the best reflection I can give the subject, that 
no convertible paper, that is, no peper whose credit rests upon a promise to pay, 
is suitable for currency. It is the form of credit proper inpri rate be- 
tween man and man, but not of a standard of value to perform exchanges gener- 
ally, which can constitute the appropriate functions of money or currency. * * 
Or what, then, ought a paper currency to rest? I wo say on demand and 
supply simply, which regu! the value of everything else; the constant demand 
which the 88 has on the country for its necessary supplies. A medium 
resting on this demand, which simply ob! the Government to receive it in all 
of its dues to the exclusion of everything else, except gold and silver, and which 
shall be optional with those who have demands on the Government to receive or 
not w. it seems to me, be as stable in its value as those metals themselves, and 
be as little Lable to abuse as the power of coining. It would contain within itself 
a self-regulating power,” 7 x 5 = 


Nothing but 8288 can determine what amount and of what denomina- 
tions might be safely issued; but it may be safely assumed that the country would 
absorb an amount greatly exceeding its annual income. a 


It may throw some light on this subject to state that North Carolina just after 
the Revolution issued a large amount paper, which was made receivable in dues 
to her. It was also made a legal-tender, but which of course was not obligatory 
after the adoption of the Federal Constitution. A amount, ny between four 
and five hundred thousand dollars, remained in circulation after period, and 
continued to circulate for more than twenty years at par with gold and silver dur- 
ing the whole time, with no other peer than being ved in the revenue 
of the State, which was much loss than $! ,000 per annum. 


* 
But whatever may be the amonnt that can be circulated, I bold it clear that to 
that amount it pao be as stable in value as gold and silver itself, ag ey the 
Government be bound toreceive it exclusively with those metals in all its dues, and 
that it be left perfectly optional with those who have claims on the Government to 
receive it or not, 

Mr. Jefferson has thrown the weight of his greai name in favor of 
such a currency as that so ably advocated by Mr. Calhoun, and gave 
it as his opinion „that a country so populous as ours is at this time 
could carry $1,200,000,000 of such a currency at par with gold and 
silver, agreeing most fully with Mr. Chase in the opinion that “the 
support of note circulation was not its limitation, but its receivabil- 
ity.” In his letters to Mr. Epps he says: 
ert dlan old and 

an 
silver. Bank paper must be suppressed, and the circula: 
to whom it belongs. 
THE CONTRACTION OF THE CURRENCY. 

On the 18th of December, 1865, the following resolution was passed 
by the House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That this House cordially concurs in the views of the of the 
te an casly.s vomnmphian of ↄðùx pay mcteate the Aa of fhe GEA WUl por 
mit, and we hereby pledge 9 to this end as speedily as bensi bie. 

And on April 12, 1866, a bill was passed to carry out this resolution. 

In August, 1865, the circulation of the country amounted to nearly 
$2,200,000,000, but in obedience to the demands of the Secretary of the 
Treasury it was reduced over$1,000,000,000, and $1,200,000,000 of Treas- 
ury notes and bonds, bearing currency interest, which were distrib- 
uted, like the debt of France, among. our own peonle, were withdrawn 
from circulation by being conv into gold bonds and sold in Europe 
so that the interest thereon is now paid to foreigners, and not to our 


own citizens. To show the effect of such a policy I state below the 
number of failures in business and their amount for four years before 
contraction began and for four years afterward, when the country was 
menaced by enforced resumption in 1879: 


* 


1809. 222222 %„ %% j 3 7—⸗ũũmͥ 86. 264, 700 
1564... 8, 579, 000 
1865. 17, 625, 000 |. 
1866. 47, 333, 000 
1873. 228; 499, 000 
1974... 155, 239, 000 
1828. „„ „„ „ „„ „ „66 „„ „ „ „ 6 „ c 201, 060, 353 
186i. eee cenncccsasnnsccancbcancans ee ee 191, 117, 780 
———n3 2 252 22 99, 606, 171 


And as a further result of this policy we have $2,000,000,000 of rail- 


road stock and bonds which return no earnings whatever. The pol- 
icy of contraction connected with the baneful legislation of the last 
twelve years has incalculably augmented the indebtedness of the 
country, fearfully depreciated the valuo of labor and of every species 
of property, and now threatens continuous ruin and . pad to 
every business interest of the country. That policy and that legisla- 
tion have been beneficial alone to the creditor class of our fellow- 
citizens; that class whose property has been in the form of money, 
bonds, and evidencesof inde ess. Theirp y has beendoubled 
in value, while every other species of property has been fearfully de- 
preciated. The late strike was precipitated by the bad policies of 
the Government; and the trne remedy is in the removal of the griev- 
ances and the redress of the inequalities imposed by previous preju- 
dicial legislation. j Š i 

The communistic element in labor can be most effectually destroyed 


VI 18 


by the removal of the undue advan 
through the unjust and pernicious legislation of the Government, and 
to which advantages it too often clings with an insatiable greed and 
pertinacity. 


gained by the creditor class 


REVISION OF THE TARIFF AND THE EXCISE. 


Our present tariff has been justly denounced by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Cox] as a“ masterpiece of injustice and ine- 
uality, which obstracts production and wastes the fruits of labor.” 
dthe great statesman, Mr. John Bright, at the unveiling at Brad- 
ford, in England, of a statue of Richard Cobden, a few months ago 
expressed the following opinion as to the causes of our financial an 
commercial troubles: 

I t that the extraordinary distress—greater tenfold than anything we have 
enduron for the last two or three: years in England, a distress which, bee bern felt 
throughout all the manufacturing industries of the United States—is almost en- 
turely to be attributed to their mistaken protective system, to their having misdi- 
rected so much zt ; to their haying, on the strength of high tariffs, otal a 
great extension of business which could not be permanently sustained ; but the 
result has been a state of suffering infinitely surpassing anything we have known 
in this country. At this moment you read in the papers of the terrible scenes that 
have oco in some of tho State of Pennsylvania. Those terriblo scenes 
come very much from the same cause, There is the prostration of tho iron indus- 
try, this collapse arising from tho impoverishment of the capitalists, necessitatin: 
a great fall o and tho attempt to resist the fall of De 705 by those who had 

high wages for a long time, so that there springs up a riot which approaches 
to the 3 ofa koai insurrection—ono of the most deplorable and discredit- 
able things which have happened in the Northern States, so far as my knowledge 
goes. 

It is a very significant and suggestive fact that those interests, 
such as iron and wool, which have been most munificently favored 
by protective bounties, are now laboring under the greatest dificul- 
ties, and it is bigi time that those protective bounties which utterly 
fail to protect should be discontinued, Our country has long since 

l that period of e eee in the language of the author of 
the “ American system,” (Mr. Clay,) it should submit to “ present 
inconvenience for permanent future advantage.” It has now reached 
that vigorous manhood when “no special interest should be built up 
before its time,” and when no “industry should be protected by leg- 
islation which cannot thrive in the free air of competition.” It wo 
exert a very salutary influence upon the public mind of the country 
if all the money necessary to meet the interest on the public debt 
and the legitimate expenses of the Government could be raised for 
just one year by direct taxation. The adoption of such a policy 
would most effectually put an end to every form of protection. 

Onr system of excise or internal-revenue taxation is equally liable 
toobjection. Tobacco is a staple grown chiefly in Virginia, Maryland, 
Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee, and it is the only product of the 
soil which is taxed in the hands of the producer. The tax imposed on 
retail dealers in leaf-tobacco is enormous, being $500 for sales up to 
$1,000, and fifty cents a dollar on all over $1,000; and the tax on every 

und of tobacco prepared for use is twenty-four cents, less of 
its quality. Spirits, which are chiefly distilled and fermented in the 
South and West, are excessively taxed; and the statistics presented 
to Congress by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue show that 
more revenue has been collected from a fifty-cent tax than an 
other. More than 94 per cent. of the whole internal revenue is pai 
by spirits and tobacco, and it was well said by the gentleman from 

irginia [Mr. TUCKER} in his report to the last Congress recommend- 
ing a reduction of the tobacco tax: 

Looking to the nature of Ne (tobacco and spirits) to the fact that they 
are prodaced chiefly in one on of the Union and not in others, it becomes a 

uestion whether the section so burdened does not bear infinitely more than its fair 
sharo of the weight of internal taxation. 


The revision and modification of the internal: revenue laws and of 
the tariff, so that the burdens of the Government shall be equitably 
apportioned and distributed, and so that there shall be no diserimina- 
tion in favor of any producer or manufacturer, whether his means be 
large or small, are demanded by every consideration of justice, fair- 
ness, and common honesty. 


THE CLAIMS OF THE SOUTII. 


The bad legislation and bad policies, which I haye been discussing, 
have been potent in the infliction of calamity and misfortune upon 
every portion of our common coun In every locality their oper- 
ation has been in open violation of the principle that the art of goy- 
ernment is the art of being honest and that there should be perfect 
equality in the imposition of the burdens and in the distribution of 
the benefits of the Government. Their invariable and uniform re- 
sult has demonstrated the fidelity of our law-makers to the creditor 
class and their hostility to the debtor class; for every financial 
measure passed by Congress since 1865 has been in the interest of the 
creditor class and against the interest of the debtor class, and is well 
calenlated to engender the suspicion that there was a concerted union 
between the political and the money power of the country, a union 
pronounced by Mr, Calhoun to be more dangerous than the union of 
church and state. 

Capital and labor are the Siamese twins of all true pro wealth, 
and prosperity, and any antagonism between them is sincerely to bo 
deplored. Perfect equality should be maintained in all legislation 
affecting their relative rights and duties, with no preferences and 
with no advantages in favor of the one or the other. If that equi- 
poise and equality have been disturbed, let it be at once restored and 
their natural equation be re-established, and all clamor, which never 
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Comparative statement of expenditures by the United States Governmen: 
Ba ve ence ye ete ny aaa = pairs 


exists without some reason, will instantly cease. Whenever griev- 
ances are redressed, dissatisfaction will subside and disorders will ter- 
minate. 


But the South has been pre-eminently a sufferer from the perni- $137, 008 92 
cious legislation and policy which I have reviewed, on account of the * —j — 
great poverty of her e and the severe pressure of the misfor- 1, 051, 990 00 
tunes of the late war of . measures of 5 1 103, eea 3 

For twelve long years our tors gave us a system of govern- j 
ment that led to “i : litical union, which, in the graphic language of 1, Eb ote — 
Macaulay, (can only be compared to that which is the subject of a 422 503 36 
wild Persian fable: et 45 es 

“Ki — e story as Mr. Southey tells it to us gave the devil leave 
tokias 5 two serpents sprang out, who, in the fury of hanger, 3, me — H 
attacked his head and attempted to get at lig brain. Zobak pulled them away and 3399 87 
tore them with his nails; but he found that they were inseparable parts of him- 2 506, 533 96 
self, and that what he was lacerating was his own flesh.“ P we might be $191, 292 91 
able to find, if we looked round the world, some political union like this—some 14. 826 76 
hideous monster of a state, cursed with one BELDA O SENNEN OA SNO rinci- 36. 500 00 
pa of volition, self-loathing and self-torturing. up of parts which are driven 7.943 70 

y a frantic impulse to inflict mutual pain, yet are doomed to feel whatever they 14 989 
inflict, which are divided by an irreconcilable hatred, yet are blended in an indis- | Wyoming 40. 000 00 
soluble identity. Central fic Railroad .. 34, 267, 704 49 

The North has recently been made keenly to feel that an injury to | Union Pacific Haile 5 
the prosperity of Louisiana and South Carolina very soon reacts most | Sioux City and Pacific Railroad.. 2.182. 703 38 
disastrously upon the prosperity of New York and Massachusetts; — 
and it is a subject for sincere congratulation that the whole country Total en eeee nee enrenenen en ernnnnee ener eeeere 92, 757, 274 83 
has ee ee to to realization o poak fact Lege 70 57. ee 8 r és waa th 
inseparable parts of one great nationality and that the self-hating 8 
963 policies of -the past must be henceforth and for 5 — 
ever abandoned. 230.013 43 

The South needs such legislation as will foster her industries and 874. 872 88 
such just and liberal appropriations as will develop her slumbering 904. 936 14 
resources and her untold latent wealth. She asks no exclusive privi- awe — 
I and no excessive or unequal expenditure of the public money 1, 049; 800 38 
within her borders. She only asks equality and justice. She would 1,183,511 00 
be perfectly satisfied with a present equalization of the bounties and 246, 415 20 
benefactions of the Government in light of their distribution ar mori A 
under the legislation of Congress from 1789 to 1873. During that 3.000 00 
period there was appropriated for publie works, railroads, canals, 
rivers, &c., in the— 5, 951. 400 52 
Northern States nearly — — $208, 000, 000 | Total amount to Northern States 500n0nna0ran nu $02, 757, 274 83 
And in the Southern States on ß 18, 500, 000 | Total amount to Southern States 5, 951, 400 52 
Making an oxcesss jj... 149, 500, 000 Excess of amount granted to Northern States . 86, 805, 874 31 


An equitable adjustment of these appropriations between the two 
sections would construct the Southern Pacific Railroad, the Missis- 
sippi levees, and every meritorious national work demanded by the 
necessities of trade and commerce, and for the construction of which 
the combinations of private capital and individual enterprise are 
wholly inadequate, 

We have the authority of the late Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. 
Morrill) that the public debt had been reduced, from July 1, 1862, to 
June 30, 1876, 144,011.07 more than was required by the terms 
of the law of February 25, 1862. If the public works and improve- 
ments now required for the development of the resources of the coun- 

and for the restoration of its prosperity can be provided for in no 
other way, it could be easily done by a discontinuance of the pay- 
ment of the national debt more rapidly than the law requires and 
an appropriation of some of the means heretofore applied in that way 
for the improvement and development of the country. 

A policy on the part of the Government that would at the same time 
stimulate production and increase e e that would insure 
employment to the labor of the country and prevent enforced idle- 
ness and consequent poverty and crime, and that would cause tha 
wealth and population of the country rapidly to increase, is demanded 
by every consideration of public utility and national advantage. If 
the wealth and population of the country shall rapidly increase under 
a beneficent p icy and by wise economies, the public debt and all 
other public burdens will as rapidly diminish with increasing busi- 
ness, employment, and prosperity. Thereis great force in the follow- 
ing remarks made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY ] 
in this House on the 31st of January, 1866: 


In favor of the Northern States, which is greatly out of proportion to 
the wealth and population of the two sections. 

There was donated during the same period for railroad construc- 
tion in the Northern and Southern States the number of acres of the 
public lands and of the value stated below: 


Northern States, 155,000,000 acres, valued at rh eee $93, 000, 000 
Southern States, 32,000,000 acres, valued at 6, G00, 000 
Excess 123,000,000 acres, valued at $87, 000, 000 


I here insert a table showing the various items, which prove the 
substantial correctness of the general statement made above: 


Table showing grants of land by United States Government to Northern 
and Southern States for Pacific railroads and internal improvements. 


ber of acres 


Estimated n um- 


Lands granted to Northern States for internal 


i improvements: The of the debt must be but, as it was contracted for posterit 

Tr... eiennreetaerarenenere 2, 595, 053. 00 | itg n me eiei . aro taso whe sustained Che burns of the 
sess 4, 215, 323.65 | war. Iam not anxious to reduce the total of our debt, and would in this respont 
3, 343, 125.75 | follow the example of England, and, as its amount has been fixed, would not, for 

2228 poe = the present, trouble m; about its aggregate, except to prevent its increase. 
Sep che 4, 947,000.00 | And equally suggestive are the following remarks, made before 
155, 752, 370, 30 the Committee of Ways and Means by Mr. J. D. Hayes, of Detroit, 

Ba ae eke satan Sri ae beet Michigan, on the 7th of February. 1877: 


The Government can imitate the example of England to advantage in the man- 
agement of the public debt. When England came out of the war with France and 
PPV . America her national debt was 52 per cent. of her assessed valuation. But by her 

issippl ........ eas „ 137, sound dt and fostering care and attention to bor great commercial and manun- 
507, facturing industries, she developed her resources so rapidly that substantial leirg 

perity and wealth followed to such an extent that about fifty years after, the debt 
e . without being decreased in amount, only stood at about 12 per cent. of the assessed 
12 2 . . value. Should this nation increase as rapidly in population and wealth for fifty years 

een eee eee to come as we have for the past, the ratio of the national debt in proportion to the 

— — population and property would be very small indeed. 

per beg Foe wie fo ae rh I doe pr ca t — SOUTHERN CLAIMB. 


Since the restoration of peace to the South by the suberdination of 
the military to the civil authority and the substitution of autonomic 
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reconstruction for the orderly anarchy which had so long prevailed 
in the Southern States, it has been charged by some of the foremost 
leaders of the republican party that the large majority of the white 
ple of the South are, with intense earnestness, revolving plans 
‘or recovering from the losses inflicted by the rebellion, and will 
insist upon the payment for property taken or destroyed by the armies 
of the Union, and that in the end payment for the emancipated slaves 
will be demanded. 

In reply to an accusation so sweeping, it is only necessary to say 
that the policy of payment for property taken, used, and destroyed 
in the South during the late war was inaugurated by the republican 
party, when the southern people were very imperfectly represented 
in — and for that policy they are in no wise responsible. 
Ev aw for the payment of claims, introduced by democratic 
members of Con ad in view simply the execution of laws 
already upon the statute-book by the procurement of the republican 


arty. 

z The southern people dee e rer no raid on the National Treasury 
for any purpose; but they will insist upon the execution of all laws 
without partiality by the executive authority of the country as those 
laws have been construed by the Supreme Court of the United States. 
They have no poney on the subject of the payment of southern 
claims to propose in hostility to the spirit of the laws enacted before 
the democratic party obtained its majority in the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and they can surely afford, without 5 of 
their fidelity to the Constitution or loyalty to the National Govern- 
ment, to ask the a enforcement of every law of the land as 
expounded by its highest judicial tribunal or its immediate and un- 
conditional repeal. 

Ican confidently declare my honest and sincere conviction that 
Ihave no policy on the subject of southern claims to advocate in 
opposition to that sense of justice, equity, and animity which 
animates the great heart of the American people and directs its pulsa- 
tions. Give us that which is just, equal, and right and we are con- 
tent. And if that much should be denied us we are well aware of 
our utter inability to enforce a more liberal policy in the face of a 
large adverse numerical majority, so that acquiescence would be the 
only alternative. 

As the vexed political questions which have so Jong agitated the 
country have been at last settled, and every State of the American 
union restored to local self-government, so that the great economic 
questions of the country can be entertained free from the excitement 
of part 


ple in the clear sunlight of reason, justice, and emale and not in the 
glamour ede and sectional prejudice an 


like a gag, to anything like suppression of discussion. In addition 
to what 1 h 


ink it wants some Hans shed upon it; and in all human probability 


I assert that those national banks have retired their circulation and 
have wound up their business and gone out of it simply and entirely 
becanse the taxation upon the national banks is burdensome. I think 
I might make that assertion and challenge contradiction without 
fear of its being successfully done. i 
Iam glad my friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY, j who is a 
eulogist of the national banks, is now sitting near me. Two hun- 
dred and thirty-three national banks of this Union have voluntarily 
surrendered their charters, given up their circulation, and gone out 
of the business, not because of the resumption act being passed, but 
because the taxation upon those national banks is greater than upon 
any other ppoe ea of 5 in this land. I am authorized so to 
state from report of the Comptroller of the Currency. 


Mr. KELLEY. As the gentlemen from Iowa [Mr. Price] after 
appealing to any gentleman on this floor has pointed so directly to 
me, I beg leave to say that the taxation of national banks has not 
driven a single banking institution out of existence. My attention 
was called by a colleague who in opinion with the gentleman 
from Iowa, and not with me, upon this subject, on my way from 
Philadelphia to this city this morning, to the fact that our national 
banks in Philadephia bad just declared their semi-annual dividends, 
ranging from 5 per cent. to 10 per cent. They had been adding to 
their surplus, and, as I intimated the other day, one of our national 
banks recently made, not an annual dividend (I have been corrected 
in that) but an extra dividend of 100 per cent. Isay that a system 
of taxation that allows such profits is not an oppressive one or one 
calculated to drive capital out of employment, The gentleman must 
look elsewhere for the cause, and were I speaking in my own time I 
would point it out. 

Mr. PRICE. Now, Mr. Speaker, that is all very well; and I do not 
call in question the correctness of the statement just made by my 
friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY.) But he knows and you 
know and this House knows that there are exceptions to all rules; 
and I believe it is correct to say that it takes an exception to prove 
arule. There may be, I doubt not, a bank in the city of Philadel- 

hia—there may be a half dozen of them in that city—there may be 
ks here and there throughout this country that can declare such 
dividends as my friend refers to. But I speak of the system gen- 
erally; I speak of it as it has operated in years past; I speak of it as 
it exists ; and I challenge contradiction when I say that the 
national-bank capital of the country pays more taxes than any other 
species of property in the land. 

Mr. KEL If the gentleman will permit me, I desire to apply 
his principle that the exception proves the rule. In the history of 
national banking about two hundred and thirty of these institutions 
have retired for some cause or other; bat there is left a survivorship 
of over two thousand national banks to-day. The banks that have 
retired are exceptional; and let the cause be what it may, the cir- 
cumstance that so small a proportiou of these institutions have re- 
tired proves the fact that the banking business is among the most 
profitable branches of business in the country. 

Mr. PRICE. Iam afraid that my friend from Pennsylvania will , 
compel me to extend my remarks further than I had intended. 

Mr. KELLEY. Then do not challenge me 3 

Mr. PRICE. Yes, I challenge contradiction, and I do so because I 
have the ground for doing it. Two hundred and thirty-three banks 
have gone out of business voluntarily, and a great many others have 

ne out from different causes. But my statement that the national 

nks pay more taxes than any other species of property has not been 
con icted. That is the declaration of which I challenge contra- 
diction. In addition to all the taxes that every other species of prop- 
erty pays, these institutions since their organization have paid—I 
do not give the figures exactly—about $30,000 000 into the Treasury 
of the United States, not one dollar of which would have gone there 
but for the establishment of the banks. i 

In this connection I wish to add that while only two hundred and 
caps Br of these banks have gone out of existence, two hundred 
and thirty-three voluntarily, this House is loaded down to-day with 

titions from the national banks setting forth their grievances in 

ugunge that cannot be misunderstood or mistaken, and asking to 
be relieved, for the purpose of saving them froin winding up their 
business and retiring their circulation, and thereby contracting the 
currency of the country. 

Mr. KELLEY. The banks, according to the gentleman, have paid 
$80,000,000 of taxes. Now I ask him whether they have not paid 
this out of the gold paid to them by the Government for putting in 
circulation notes which the Government prints, and which are re- 
deemable in “worthless, lying greenbacks!” In other words, have 
not the banks received 600 or 800 per cent. in gold for every dollar 
of the $80,000,000 they have paid in taxes? 

Mr. PRICE. Now, Mr. Speaker, before my friend from Pennsyl- 
vanis interrupts me again, I want to say that I am perfectly willing 
to be asked a sca by him or any other person; but I do not 
want him to make my speech. [Laughter.] 

Mr. KELLEY. Oh, there is no danger of my making your speech. 

Mr. PRICE. These greenbacks that my friend talks about have 
been printed by the Government, but they have been paid fur by the 
banks; and these institutions have paid in addition (I do not give 
the exact figures, for I have not them here) about $30,000,000 into 
the Treasury of the United States; and no other banking institu- 
tions have ever paid such taxation as this. And in farther answer I 
say that the interest paid on these bonds upon which circulation has 
been issued to the banks would have been paid by the Government— 
every dollar of it—if no banks had been organized. Consequently 
the $80,000,000 paid by the national banks is a clear gain to the Gov- 
ernment. 

These extra dividends which are spoken of as having been paid by 
certain banks can only be found in the large cities, with probably 
here and there at long intervals an exception outside of the large 
cities. But I affirm what I know, and testify what I have seen, when 
I say that I know a large majority of the national banks in the West 
(and I see no reason why the remark should not apply to the East 
outside of the large cities) are laboring under a burden that they 
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feel too grievous to be borne; and I know that many more of them 
will go out of business unless these burdens are relieved. 

I would not have extended these remarks in reference to the na- 
tional banks so far, if I had not been interrupted. I intended merely 


to reply to the t made by my friend from Kansas, [Mr. 
PHItiies,] whom I am glad to see in his seat, that the contraction of 
the currency was largely owing to the resumption act. Iwant to 
say (and this is mainly what I intended tosay upon this point when 
I arose) that the contraction is attributable to another cause almost 
entirely, and not to the resumption act. 

- Mr. PHILLIPS. Will the gentleman allow me—— 

Mr. PRICE. I will yield to the gentleman for a question. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I merely wish to ask the gentleman whether the 
reason in the first place why many of the western banks are unwill- 
ing to retain their circulation is not because they have to publish a 
statement of their condition. I know that in my section of the coun- 
try the banks refuse to issue national-bank notes subject to that 
requirement. There is another reason: They loan their money at 2 per 
cent. a month, while under the national-banking act these institutions 
are only allowed toc 10 per cent. perannum. I ask my friend 
whether these are not sufficent reasons to account for the retirement 
of bank circulation ? 

Mr. PRICE. Ifthe banks loan money at 2 per cent. a month they 
are violating the law and are amenable toit. Iam not here to de- 
fend any violator of the law; that is not my business. I only say 
that outside of the national-bank system men can make more money 
with their capital than inside of it, in the ay aie of cases, and that 
is the reason why the banks are abandoning the system. 

But one reason given by my friend from Kansas was that we were 
not following in the line of precedents; that other nations older by 
centuries than we are had pursued a different line of policy and were 

rosperous under that line of policy, and he gave us as evidence of it 

nee, the most prosperous nation of Europe, as he termed it; and 

in that connection he stated to this House and to the country that 

France—but I will read from his remarks, that I may not do him in- 
justice, for that is the last thing I want to do: 


In France, where they have a population much smaller than our own, they have 
a volume of circulating medium more than twice, yea, more than thrice as greatas 


ours. 


I wish to call the attention of the House to it especially, for if those 
things are true then [ am wrong and those who act with me are wrong ; 
but if those things are mistakes, then they should not goto the country 
as true. Let me continue: 


They have a silver currency of five-franc pieces of between five and six hundred 
millions. 


And this is the point to which I wish to call the attention of the 
House: 

The bank-note circulation of the national bank of Franee is much greater in vol- 
ume than ours. Their circulation is, for the population, three times as great as 
ours, and there is to-day no more prosperous country in Europe. 


As I said before, if that statement is trne, if France has that kind 
of circulation, if France is prosperous and still has that circulation, 
the presumption is it is because she has that circulation, and that 
is the argument sought to bemade. If these statements be true, then 
it would be folly for us to pursue any other course, for we ought to 
be governed by those precedents and ought to learn something from 
the experience of France. 

Now let me call the attention of the House to what are the facts 
in reference to that matter. I have taken the trouble to look them 
up, and here they are. In 1874 France had a paper currency of 

807,768,625 francs, which, reduced to our money, is $561,539,925. 

‘hat was in 1874. Those are the latest figures I have been able to 

t. But what was our circulation? The argument is that they 

ve more circulation to population than we have, and that being 
prosperous consequently we ought to be prosperous in the same 
direction. 

Mr. PHILLIPS rose. 

Mr. PRICE. Not just now. At the same date the Government of 
the United States had $777,558,000. Shall I repeat the figures? 
France had $561,000,000 while we had $777,000,000, so that we had 
$216,000,000 of paper currency more than France had at that time, 
the 5 of my friend from Kansas to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Does the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. PRICE. For a question, certainly. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, Was not that circulation the circulation of the 
Bank of France only? 

5 PRICE. It was the paper circulation of the Bank of France, 
of course. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, But the gentleman refers only to the paper cireu- 
lation of the Bank of France. 

Mr. PRICE. I will appeal to any gentleman here who has traveled 
in France whether he ever saw any other port money in France than 
the paper money of the Bank of France 

Mr. PHILLIPS. That is the mre money of the Bank of France, 
in this country represented by the legal-tender— 

Mr. PRICE. I claim that the Bank of France issues all the paper 
money of France, as the Bank of England issues all the paper money 
of England. Í 


Mr. PHILLIPS. The United States issues the legal-tender notes of 
the United States. 

Mr. PRICE. Yes, sir, and all other notes of the United States; sub- 
stantially. Now, I wish to say the paper money in the United States 
to-day is six hundred and seventy-one million, while the paper money 
in France is five hundred and sixty-one million, leaving a nee in 
our favor of one hundred and nine millions of paper money. So that 
we have in this country, taking the population of France at 37,185,700, 
the last figures I have been able to get, and our r eg at forty- 
four millions—we have to-day this state of facts ting, that while 
France has 815.11 per capita of paper circulation, we have $17.67 per 
capita. Now, then, if redundancy of paper money in France gives 
them prosperity and peace, I should like to know how much more 
prosperity and peace America should have under the Stars and Stripes 
with more paper money per capita than France has. If the argument 
is in that d ion, we ought to be the most prosperous country in 
the world, and I am not sure but we are. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The gentleman’s misapprehension arises in this, 
that ours is the only country in the world where they print paper for 
private banks. 

Mr. PRICE. There are no private banks in this country, or at least 
3 very few. 

Mr. PH PS. Yes, sir; the Crédit Foncier and others issue paper 
that really meets the exigencies of business, which is redeemed in 
notes of Bank of France which is redeemed in gold, The gov- 
ernment does not print them, and it is not a correct statement to as- 
sume that the only paper is the paper of the Bank of France, because 
their currency system does not resemble ours. We have taxed State 
banks ont of existence by the 10 per cent. tax, and we have in lieu 
of them national banks, and ours is the only country in which these 
conditions exist. France has a circulation outside of the Bank of 
France. But it has what we have not, an immense coin circulation. 
We drive out of circulation the little coin there is in it. 

Mr. PRICE. The answer to that is this; and I am glad I have 
brought here with me a statement which answers me in good stead 
just now. It shows that the paper money of the kingdom of France, 
or the republic of France, or the empire of France we can scarcel 
tell what it is to-day, we only know what it was yesterday— 
2,807,689,625 francs, which reduced to our money makes $561,000,000. 
1 take, then, the paper money of France and I take the population of 
France and I divide the one by the other, and I find that they have 
got just $15.11 per capita of paper currency. And now, if Itake the 
population of the United States, and the amount of the paper money 
of the United States, withont counting any State-bank paper that 
may be in cireculation—I give you the benefit of all that circulation, 
and take only the paper of the national banks and the legal-tenders 
of the Government—the amount is $17.67 per capita of the people of 
the United States. Now, if paper money gives the people 8 
peace, and happiness, and they have these blessings in Frauce bo- 
cause they have paper money to the amount of 815.11 per capita, 
because they have got so much of it, I want to know why we ought 
not to be the most prosperons, and happy, and peaceful nation on the 
globe; for we have got nearly two dollars per capita of the people of 
the United States more than they have in the boasted country of 
France, and that is not all of it. 

Why are these arguments made on this floor? Why are bps pans 
lished throughout the county if it be not to satisfy the laboring 
classes who make up the large majority of the voters of this country— 
to satisfy them that they are oppressed and burdened and that there 
is a war between the interests of labor and the interests.of capital? 
For what other purpose can these statements be made? Do gentle- 
men upon this floor want the laboring classes of this country reduced 
to the condition of the laboring e of France? Is that the 
object? Where men work for from twenty to sixty cents a day and 
where bread and meat are dearer than they are in the United States? 
Do gentlemen want that? Is that the object? Let me put it on 
record, I declare it in this presence and in this place that there is no 
country on the globe to-day from the rising of the sun and the going 
down of the same where the laboring classes are so well fed and so 
e clothed as they are under the Stars and Stripes of the United 

tates. 

Mr. GLOVER. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question ? 

Mr. PRICE. For a question, certainly. 

Mr. GLOVER. Is it fair in making this contrast between the cir- 
culation of France and that of the United States to confine it entirely 
to the paper circulation without any regard to the metallic circulation 
of France? Will the gentleman state what is the comparison be- 
tween the metallic circulation in France and that in the United States? 

Mr. PRICE. It will be a sufficient answer to that to say that I 
supposed we were talking here about the resumption of specie pay- 
ments and how to get rid of this paper money and replace it with 
coin, and the argument had been that we must not get rid of it, be- 
cause the more we had of it the better we were off, and we had not 
enough of it now; and the example of France was held up to us to 
show us a country which had so much of it and which was so pros- 
perous, And now when we have remonetized silver we will have 
plenty of silver, and then we will have of silver, of gold, and of paper 
as much as we want, and, according to the view of my friend, we 
will then be on the high-road of prosperity. 

I want to say this, that I do not understand, when you take in a 
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paper dollar and pay out a silver dollar or a gold one, you have con- 
tracted the currency, If Smith has $100 in gold and Jones $100 in 
paper, and if they trade, I do not see they have contracted the cur- 
rency any or inflated it either. If the Government has a hundred 
dollars in gold and I have a hundred dollars in paper, I take the paper 
down to the Treasury and get the gold or the silver, as the case may 
be, I do not think we have contracted the currency. We have got 
just as much money in circulation as before. But Ihave heard the 
argument made that somebody will hide away the gold and the sil- 
ver. They will not hide it away if it does not belong to them; and 
if they want to buy any labor or materials they: will have to pay it 
out, and that puts it in circulation. 

Mr. PHILLIPS and Mr. HARRISON rose. 

The SPEAKER. To whom does the gentleman yield! 

Mr. PRICE. I yield for a question to the gentleman from Kansas, 
(Mr. 2 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Accepting the gentleman’s figures of five hundred 
and sixty millions—— 

Mr. PRICE. Make it a question. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. | I am stating my question. pooping the gentle- 
man’s figures of fivehundred and sixty-one millionsand a half of paper 
of the Bank of France, eight hundred millions of silver, and one thou- 
sand millions of gold, all this makes upwards of twenty-three hun- 
dred millions. Taking the same statement of the Le abner as the 

ntleman from lowa, I gave the figure of the circulation there as 

ing three times as great as ours. This proves it by the gentleman’s 
own figures to be three times as great. 

Mr. PRICE. That is not a question. My friend is making a speech. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The whole amount of gold in this country is one 
hundred and seventy-five millions, as I learn from the Director of the 
Mint. It does not enter into our circulation, does it? Iask the gen- 
tleman the question. 

Mr. PRICE. Yes, sir; there is the gold in our circulation to-day 
and silver. Now the answer to that is—— 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I wish to ask the gentleman—— 

Mr. PRICE. I want to answer one question at atime. When you 
count the gold, the silver, and the paper circulation of France, you 
give-them a little more circulation than we have, counting the me- 
tallic currency; but nothing like the three times mentioned by the 
gentleman from Kansas. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, I think that is shown by the figures, Our circu- 
lation of legal-tenders and national-bank notes is a little over 
$700,000,000.. The little gold coin cannot be said to circulate. 

Mr. PRICE. I have the figures before me. The circulation in 
France, per capita, is $32.52 in gold, silver, and paper. The circula- 
tion of this country is $21.90 per capita. Now, then, is three times 
$21.90, $32.52 Then I want to say in this connection, that if any one 
has thought, and some gentlemen may not have thought of it, that 
everbody knows, who has ever given any attention to this subject, 
that there is not a civilized country on the globe to-day but what has 
less coin, gold, silver, and paper, capita, taking them together, in 
circulation, excepting France alone, than has the United States. 
Great Britain, Germany, and most of the other countries of Europe 
have less money in circulation, per capita, in coin, gold, and paper 
than the United States, I repeat, that there is no other country in 
the world, excepting France, that has a larger per capita circulation 
than the United States. 

Mr. HARRISON. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. Is he 
not aware that in France the paper money has never been dishonored 
by not being received for all dues of the government, and therefore 
thatit has kept side by side with the coin, whereas on the other hand, 
in this 8 we have driven the coin out by dishonoring our own 
paper money 9 

r, PRICE. If we resume we shall honor our paper money and 
restore it to 888 lace. 

Mr. HARR + They have always honored theirs. 

Mr. PRICE.. I want to say in answer to that that we now seek to 
reach that very point by indicating that the country shall take no 
step backward on this question of resumption, Its faith was pledged 
for the resumption of specie payments two years since, and, thank 
God, we are nearer to it now than we have ever been since the first 
gun was fired on the flag at Sumter. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, Will the gentleman allow me to correct him ? 

Mr. PRICE. I do not want to be discourteous to my friend from 


Kansas. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to ask the tleman a question merely. 
If his figures of one thousand millions of gold and eight hundred mill- 
ions of silver and five hundred and sixty millions of notes of the 
Bauk of France are correct, it makes considerable over twenty-three 
millions for a population of thirty-seven millions and our forty-four 
millions population have less legal-tender and bank-notes, in all 
making seven hundred and seventy-five millions; and, taking into 
consideration the greater population, we have less than one-third the 
circulation possessed — 5 ce. Besides, France in 1874 had just 
been paying her war indemnity and has been increasing her coin act- 
ive „ medium ever since, the paper she has being at par 
with coin. 

Mr. PRICE. I er I had answered that question before. The 
cireulation of the Bank of France was not in 1874 a thousand mill- 


ions—that is where the gentleman from Kansas errs—and the coin 


and bullion in circulation did not make the circulation of that coun- 
try more than $32.52 per capita; that is, taking into consideration 
everything they counted as money. I want to say in this connection, 
before I forget it, that the goman knows very well, and any man 
who has anything to do with commerce or the finance of the country 
knows, that not more than one dollar in twenty, nay not more than 
one dollar in thirty dollars, of the business of this country is done 
with any kind of money. Ninety or ninety-five cent. of the busi- 
ness of New York is done without money. I only refer to this mat- 
ter to show that the figures made by the gentleman from Kansas 
[ Mr. PHILLIPS] are not to be relied upon, and we do not stand in that 
relation with the country that his speech would indicate. 

8 a PHILLIPS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 

on 

Mr. PRICE. Tho gentleman from Kansas submitted to an inter- 
rnption from me:when he was speaking yesterday, and I have yielded 
to him to-day half a dozen times. I think the account is square. 

I have but a few words more to say; but I want to say hero 
what I think every gentleman on this floor and on every side of this 
question, and of every shade of politics, will agree with me in, that 
we would not want to advertise ourselves to the world by going back 
upon our promises. It was truly said by the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Cox] that we have not fixed a time when we will redeem 
these notes; but they are our due bills out in the world as the pledges 
of the Government for payment, and we have agreed by an act 
in the high council chamber of the nation two years ago that at a 
certain time we would pay them. 

I want to call the attention of gentlemen to another fact in this 
connection, that when this promise was made gold was worth about 
116. I am not certuin, but I think it was about that value. There 
has been some contraction of the currency since that time, because 
the national banks were taxed out of existence, but not enough to 
make a difference on the premium on gold. The law-making power 
of the country said that we would redeem these notes and the world 
knew that we were able todoso. That has brought the price of gold 
down to 1024 to-day—specie value; and when we have reached specie 
value we have in fact reached specie payments; the step from that 
p re at thet „ Congress not to go back its i 

want this people, this not to go upon its promises; 
I want them to wand firmly by them. I do not want the word to go 
out to the world that we cannot do anything. What have we ever 
tried to do that we did not do? Can any gentleman put his finger 
upon a single transaction from 1776 to this present good hour in 
which this Government was concerned wiere we have ta do 
anything that we did not accomplish it to the very letter? Let us 
continue to stand to-day upon the highest pinnacle of honor, the peer 
of the proudest nation on the globe in point of honor and financial 
ability. 

They have said in the past that we could not do a t many 
things, but we have done them all; they have all been done. I want 
to say that if a nation that has existed for but one hundred years, 
coming up as it were from nothing and successfully striving to attain 
a position equal to that of the proudest on the earth—if we have done 
things which it was said were impossible during those one hundred 
years, I want to know whether we are not prepared to-day to say 
that we can do what we promised to do two years ago? 

It is no news to members of this House that some years ago ven! A 
body said that we ooa to have a road to the Pacific ; aha 4 y 
said that an iron band should unite the Atlantic with the Pacific 
Ocean; but everybody said that we could not do it becanse it would 
bankrupt the nation. At that day we had a national debt of only 
about $30,000,000, and yet people stood upon the banks of the Missis- 
sippi, 80 to speak, and trembled for fear of the cue to it, and 
said that we could not do it. Yet, when we got into debt, through 
influences which it is not necessary to name here—when we got into 
debt over $2,000,000,000, we went to work and built that Pacific Rail- 
road, and it is an accomplished fact to-day. We built it oe the 
clouds and across the desert; and to-day there is an iron d con- 
necting the Atlantic with the Pacific, because we said we would do 
it and we did it, 

And another thing; when the bill was under discussion in this 
House, the t commoner of Pennsylvania, who has now gone to the 
land of the hereafter, said that the road should not be built unless it 
was built of Americaniron. Everybody said that that would not do, 
that it would givo a monopoly to American manufacturers of iron 
who would put the pee up so high that the work could not be 
accomplish But that provision was put into the law, and the 
Pacific Railroad was built under that law, two thousand miles of 
road. The American iron-masters had a monopoly of that business, 
and the first ton of iron laid down upon that road cost $105, but the 
last ton cost less than $85. Therefore, in place of our not being able 
to accomplish it, and in place of that being an obstruction in the 
vay of putting up the price of iron, it put down the price of iron, 
and we bnilt that all the obstructions made to it to the con- 
iny notwithstanding. 

è can do this that we have promised to do, for in the lexicon of 
this young giant of the west there is no such word as “ fail.” If we 
are true to ourselves we will accomplish it. I hope that hereafter we 
will continue to be as we now are, the admiration of the civilized 
world, and accomplish what we put our hands to, doing in good faith 


278 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


NOVEMBER 7, 


what we agreed to do, going back on none of our promises, but perform- 
mean that we have promised to perform. 

r. KELLEY. Lask the gentleman to yield to me for a single ques- 
tion, or perhaps two. 

Mr. PRICE. Very well. 

Mr. KELLEY. Does the fact that this nation has accomplished 
that which was ible prove that it can accomplish impossibilities? 

Mr. PRICE. I would like to know what sort of a question that is? 

Mr. KELLEY. Well, it is a very direct one, that can be answered 
categorically. 

Mr. PRICE. When the gentleman shows me anything impossible, 
I will be prepared to answer the impossible part of his question. 

Mr. KELLEY, One other question. Was it not the argument of 
Peel and Ricardo, when they passed the act of 1819, that as gold and 
paper were then at a difference of lessthan 5 per cent., it was a mere 

nestion of from 3 to 5 per cent. to be divided over four years? If 
the gentleman cannot answer that question I will answer it in the 
affirmative. What was the result? In overcoming that alleged dif- 
ference of from 3 to 5 per cent, values were reduced 60 per cent.; and 
the elder Peel said to his son, “ Robert, you have made the fortune of 
your family, but you have ruined your country.” Three per cent. 
was enongh to do that. 

Mr. PRICE. Well, if Iam to answer that question 

Mr. KELLEY. And furthermore, having found no more trouble 
during the first three of the four years than we have, yet fearing an 
effort to overthrow the throne in the fourth year, thirty-five thou- 
sand volunteers were added to the available force of the British realm 
to enforce the overcoming of the difference from 3 to 5 per cent. 
And the terrible stories of Peterloo, Bristol, and other manu 3 
towns in which the starving people resisted the troops of Englan 
tell the terrible result of the experiment. 

Mr. PRICE. That may be true in reference to England. I am not 
standing upon the floor of the House of Commons; I am not endeav- 
oring to represent any part of the English nation. But while the 
gentleman’s statement may be true, I want to call his attention to 
another fact, that under our process of operations on this side of the 
Atlantic the price of gold has fallen from away up at 280 to 1024. 
Now, I do not know anything about Sir Robert Peel’s opinion; and I 
do not care much about his son. [Laughter.}] I live in the afternoon 
of the nineteenth century; we are to legislate, if at all, for people 
who live in the afternoon of the nineteenth century under a repub- 
lican form of government, and when I have the lamp of experience 
to guide my feet in the path of the future, I feel pretty safe so long 
as Í follow that guidance. While values in England may have gone 
down 60 per cent., ours have gone up, because gold which was at one 
time 280 is to-day 1025. 

Do not compare this country with any other. There is no other 
‘country to compare with this. There is no other place to make a 
country out of fit to compare with this. Why, sir, in that country 
which the gentleman has just mentioned, if you take a railroad-car 
in the morning and run in a straight line you will run off the other 
edge before the sun sets. 

Ar. KELLE rose. 

Mr. PRICE. I am answering the gentleman’s eee I say he 
must not compare this country with any other. You cannot compare 
mole-hills with mountains; you may contrast them. Why, sir, if 
you step out yonder on our eastern coast yon may see the king of day 
lift himself from his ocean bed, and shaking the waves from his 
locks take his course westward, not six hundred miles only, not one 
thousand miles, not two thousand miles, not three thousand miles, 
but after entering upon the last of four thousand miles, sink to rest 
beneath the 22 gates of the Pacific. Or, if you choose, you may 
pass down the degrees of latitude from the frozen north until you 

reach the land of the orange and the palm. You have traversed a 
country that for diversity of soil, climate, and productions has no 
equal on this globe; and, as I said, you cannot make a country tocom- 
pare with this, for there is no place to make it out of. [Laughter.] 

This is our country, and we are legislating for the people of our 
country. It has one Constitution, thank God, one flag, and one des- 
tiny; and so far as I and my le are concerned, we propose to 
keep it in the pathway of duty until it shall arrive at the goal and 
sa capstone shall be placed upon its completed greatness. [Ap- 

ause. 

1 Mr. KELLEY. I want to say to the gentleman, before asking him 
a question, that, vast as your country is, the American eagle can flap 
its wings overevery acre and scream defiance to all creation. [Laugh- 
ter.] e American eagle is a great bird! Bat, as the 7 
says we have raised values, I want to ask him how much the price of 
Iowa wheat has gone up in the last three years. 

Mr. PRICE. It is worth more than it was three years ago, I am 
happy tosay. We have a better crop and it is worth a good deal 
more money. . 

Mr. KELLEY. Worth more measured by what standard? 

Mr. PRICE. By the silver dollar we remonetized here the other 
my (Laughter. ] 

ir. KELLEY. Is it worth more measured by cotton, by wool, by 
iron, or by any other product of industry than the precious metals? 

Mr. PRICE. I will let my friends from the South answer as to the 
cotton and iny friend from Pennsylvania can answer tbe iron ques- 
tion himself. 


Mr. KELLEY. How has the price increased? In British sover- 
r PRICE. 1 am u. serge f British i Fre 
2 am not ing of British sovere or nch 
francs, but of American dollars. j 2 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Wheat is worth more than it was 
three years ago orsixteen years ago, measured in francs or sovereigns 


or our pact poe 
1 En Y. Does the gentleman from New York speak for 
owa 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Ido; for I have wheat to sell in 
Iowa, and bullocks, too. eae gra? 

Mr. KELLEY. I am beat. I had supposed that the gentleman 
was really from New York; I had never suspected that he was a 
“ carpet-bagger.” [Laughter.] 

Mr. PRI I give my friend from Pennsylvania credit for being 
straightforward; and the very best thing he can do after he is beaten 
is to eny it. 

Mr. BLAIR. I think the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KEL- 
LEY] is inaccurate as to a matter of history, and I wish to correct his 
statement, as it may leave a wrong impression upon the mind of the 
House. He has stated that the effort of Great Britain to resume 
specie payments during a period of four years, the difference between 
gold and paper being not more than 5 pal cent., resulted in actual 
ruin to the kingdom. Now, sir, my recollection of that matter, and 
I think it is fully explained in Francis’s History of England, is more 
like this: An act was passed providing for the resumption of specie 
payment in 1822. The time was fixed after there had been a long 
period of suspension. Under the operation of that act Great Britain 
was able to resume 2 payment in gold one year in advance of the 
time. The Bank of England, one year prior to the time when she was 
required to resume specie payment by law, did so, that is, on the Ist 
of May, 1821. The condition of speculation and resulting ruin to 
which the gentleman alludes did not commence until after the actual 
resumption of specie payment in 1821, and it arose in consequence of 
causes which had no connection with the resumption of specie pay- 
ment. 

And it is not precisely the thing to leave upon the minds of the 
House the impression that the resumption of 8 payment caused 
the financial ruin of England to which he alludes. it grew out of 
other causes, and the gentleman will find them set forth in the parr 
liamentary investigation, of which there is a full account in the his- 
tory of the Bank of England to which I have referred. Specie pay- 
ments had been resumed one year prior to the time when by law it 
should be, and the period of speculation and inflation did not com- 
mence until su uently to that. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ibeg leave to say to the gentleman that I am by 
no means mistaken; that if he will consult Doubleday’s history, if 
he will consult the volumes of Sir Archibald Alison, if he will go 
to a small book, Greville’s Memoirs, a diary kept by George Gre- 
ville, clerk of the ee council of England, he will find that the act 
of 1817 to which refers was repealed or annulled by an order in 
council, and that the privy council believed the throne to be in 
danger by reason of the discontent of the people, and he will find, 
sir, that the resumption act, after haying wrought the ruin of all 
industries, was ameliorated—I cannot say re ed. 

It 1 that all notes for less than £5 should be withdrawn; 
and he will find, I think, that, at the instance of the privy council, 
a bill passed both houses of Parliament on the same day, without a 
word of debate, authorizing the issue. of one-pound notes to enable 
the banks to relieve the stress upon the business community. And 
he will find, further, this curious fact, that it was then discovered 
the Bank of England, the business of which is done with such pre- 
cision that it is said to have carried on its books a balance of a half 
penny it could not account for, for scores of years, discovered it had 
managed its business so loosely that a package containing a million 
one-pound notes, which had been lost sight of, was found in the vaults 
of the bank. So history writes it; but when Walpole was asked 
by the kind friend who visited him, on what proved to be his dying 
bed: “What shall I read you, Sir Horace—history ? No, my friend ;’— 
said he— I know that to be a lie. Read me fiction, by which I may 
see something of human nature,” 

And history is less veracious than fiction when it tells us that a 
million one-pound notes had been overlooked in the adjustment of the 
current accounts of the Bank of England. When you remember that 
every note when received is never re-issued, but destroyed, you will 
accept this statement. The bank itself had discovered that revolu- 
tion or modification of the resumption act, one or the other, was 
inevitable, and while the council and Parliament were debating and 
passing relieving provisions, the bank had the package of notes so 
opportunely discovered prepared, and Alison and Doubleday and 
half a dozen other as distinguished writers will tell you that when 
the announcement went forth that the odious and oppressive act had 
been thus modified the hope and confidence of the country and gov- 
ernment were restored. 

Mr. BLAIR. The point is this period of inflation 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Harrison] is 
entitled to the floor; does he yield ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Lask him to excuse me a moment. All this happened 
subsequent to the resumption of specie payment and was the result 
of causes with which that resumption had no connection whatever. 
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That parliamentary investigation did not take place until subse- 
quently to the disasters which occurred in 1826. e inflation did 
not occur until su uent to 1822. That investigation showed that 
the speculation or inflation originated in the fact that the Bank of 
England had reduced its rate of interest so that investments sought 
another direction, in South America and elsewhere. There were a 
great variety of corporations of a speculative nature. That period 
of inflation was succeeded finally by a state of distress such as we 
ourselves have through. The resumption of specie payment 
had no connection with the disse rs to which he has referred. 

Mr. KELLEY. I beg the gentleman—— 

Mr. HARRISON. I wish now to make a few remarks myself. 

Mr. KELLEY. Lask leave of the gentleman to produce a work 
which will not take three minutes, 

Mr. HARRISON. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. KELLEY. I happened to have gone, while my friend from 
Iowa [Mr. PRICE] was 1 to the library, and I have in my 
hands Tallis’s Illustrated Atlas of Modern History of the World, edited 
by R. 8 Martin, esq.; published for John Tallis & Co., Lon- 
don and New York, 1851. I from it the pertinent portion of a 
table showing the year, the volume of bank paper in circulation, and 
the effects. { find myself sustained by these figures and statements, 


which are as follows: 


: 
i 


— —E * „4 $47, 727, 000 | Prosperity. 
Jacepenccccopneghecascwrcusesesdes 41, 353, 945 | Distress. 
1829. 35, 129, 405 | Distress. 
1821.. 28, 699, 500 } Great distress; coun 
1822 26, 743, 260 calling for 
1054. 23 127.855 Great prosperity and 
1824. speo 
1825.. 3A, 220, 738 n. 
e 30, 911, 333 


Mr. BLAIR. I wish to ask the gentleman when specie payments 
were resumed in England. 

Mr. KELLEY. In 1823. The act passed in 1819 but went into effect 
in 1823. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. HARRISON, I really cannot yield further. 

Mr. BLAIR. It went into effect in 1822 by its terms, but the bank 
resumed May 1, 1821. Prosperity and then inflation followed until 
1825 and 1826. Prosperity followed resumption, and the collapse five 
years later grew wholly out of causes arising subsequent to resump- 
tion. 

Mr. HARRISON. I did not intend to make a speech, but after the 
speech to which we have listened from the gentleman from Iowa 
Mr. Price] I feel constrained to answer some of his a nts. The 
gentleman let his eagle fly from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and takes 
the position that this country is not to be measured by other lands. 
Mr. Speaker, that is the misfortune in this country. e have been 
constantly putting ourselves upon high places, and thanking God we 
are not as other men; that we, the great American people, are not to 
be governed by the rules that govern the people of other lands. We 
imagine that we are a different people from other people, and that 
the system of finance which is proper in other lands is not popar a 
this. He tells us our land could hold any one of these foreign lands 
and not miss the space it occupies; that a railroad train can ran 
from one end of one of these lands to the other in a day, while here it 
would take ten days to perform the same feat. 

Sir, France, with an area so small that a locomotive can run from 
one end of it to the other between sunrise and sunset, yet has a bank 
circulation of five hundred and sixty-one millions, a paper never 
dishonored by the government that issued it; a paper has been 
receivable from the first for every due that the government demanded 
from the people; not a paper that a debtor may pay to his creditor 
outside, but is refused by government for its own dues; a paper 
that the government took and takes for its own debts, a paper, 
which, honored by the government that put it afloat, has been all 
the time nearly at par with coin, and has for two years been abso- 
lutely at par. There is in the Bank of France to-day two thousand 
and odd millions of francs in coin, over „000,000; and eireulatin 
among the people in coin between five hundred and eight ede 
millions of do making in all between one thousand and twelve 
hundred millions of coin and five hundred and sixty-one millions of 

per; a grand total of from fourteen hundred and sixty-one mil- 
ons to seventeen hundred and sixty-one millions of circulation in 
that little country of France, where you can go from one end of 
it to another with your bill of exchange in one day’s time. And 
yet we are asked here in America to resume specie payments, with 
six hundred and seventy-one millions of paper to be redeemed and 
one hundred and fifty-one millions of coin among the people to redeem 
it with; with the sania Sa by the Secretary of the Treasury 
that we may have—ay, may have! He thinks we will have by 1879 
two hundred and twenty-five millions of coin, we are going to redeem 
in this countrę, this vast country over which the gentleman’s le 
took as long a flight, so wearisome a flight, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific; and he says it will bring no distress! Ah, no! No distress 


to his friend, the bondholder. He sees not the army of begging 
men already in distress. 

Sir, look again at France; five hundred and sixty-one millions of 
paper the same as coin; four hundred millions in the vaults of 
the Bank of France; eight hundred millions among the people; 
making seventeen hundred and sixty-one millions of money in 
France, that little country. And yet France does not resume, and 
France prospers as no other nation on earth does prosper. 

Now go to England, and you will find there are two hundred and 
twenty-five millions of paper one hundred and eight millions of coin 
in the vaults of the Bank of England, between five hundred and six 
hundred millions circulating among the people in coin, in that little 
country where you can start from London and go to Inverness and 
back again in less than forty-eight hours. - 

Mr. PRICE. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. HARRISON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PRICE. I wish to ask the gentleman whether I have misstated 
the amounts per capita in England and in this 3 

Mr. HARRISON, Yes, sir, I will show you how. England they 
have two hundred and twenty-five millions of paper, one hundred 
and eight millions in the vasa of the Bank of England, five hun- 
dred and twenty-five millions circulating among the people. And 
that, sir, is considered as a very moderate estimate. Yon can divide 
that amount by the population of England and find the circulation 
per capita far greater than here. In this country we have six hun- 
dred and seventy-one millions of circulation, for our coin cannot 
count in this country. Our gold is not money; it is simply a com- 
modity. It is held by banks and bullionists as a reserve. Ay, like 
skillful commanders, they hold this reserve in hand, ready for that 
fatal day in January, 1879, when it can be thrown with headlong fury 
upon the ranks of the terror-stricken debtor—upon the people; when 
mo can be foreclosed and the mo alone can buy; when 
sheriffs and marshals can sell and judgment creditors alone can pur- 
chase. When the bondholder and the bullionist will be taken u 
a high mount and will be told that all this d country shall be 
his. And this time the devil will be able to deliver, and he will de- 
liver. He will deliver to the men who for years have been bending 
the knee to the demon gold, the demon resumption, and the debtors. 
The people will have no redress, 

Mr. HAZELTON. Will the 
he gets those figures? I simp 

on. 

Mr. HARRISON. Iacknowledge I am now taking them from mem- 
ory. [Laughter.] I believe, however, they will be found to be ac- 
curate. Not having statistics before me I must trust to memory, and 
it is accurate enough to enable me to approximate to the exact fig- 
ures—accurate enongh for my argument. 

Now, to go to Germany. There they have two hundred and two 
millions of paper, one hundred and fifty-four millions of coin in the 
vaults, tive hundred and twenty-five millions of coin oer a) A 
among the people—eight hundred and eighty-one millions in 
And yet the gentleman from Iowa says that ours is the second 12 
ernment in the world in respect to amount of circulation! Sir, I am 
speaking extempore. I had no idea of speaking on this question 
until a few moments since. But the gentleman from Iowa forces 
me to attempt to refute his ments, and if he will-take his pencil 
he can easily find, by comparing the actial circulation in this land 
and in other countries with the respective population of the different 
countries, that we have the smallest circulation of any of them, and 
vastly the smallest; and yet, owing to our vast distances, owing to 
the huge distances which must be traversed by bills of exchange— 
to say nothing of the eagle the gentleman let fly—we require a pro- 
portionabl r per capita circulation. 

Mr. PRICE. I do not want to controvert any position the gentleman 
may assume, but I make this assertion: I assert from figures obtained 
from authentic sources that Germany has a circulation of only 820 


tleman allow me to ask him where 
want to know for my own satisfac- 


per capita, that England has $21.45, and that we have $21.99, 


Mr. HARRISON. I have not reduced the figures which are in my 
memory and are firmly fastened there—I have not reduced them to 
show the amount per capita; but if the gentleman will figure it out 
according to the number of population in this country he will find I 
am correct. If he will drop his golden pencil and use a poor man’s 
Faber he will find I am correct. 

Mr. PRICE. You make your figures; Ihave got mine from au- 
thentic sources. 

Mr. HARRISON. This is in Germany; a country where you can 
by the postal service draw a bill of exchange 7 lightning that will 
be answered from one end of the country to the other; where the 
telegraph is a part of the service; where every village, ay, 
every railway station has its telegraph office; and where twenty 
cents carry twenty words to any point in the German Empire. By 
the way, in 1 and France the same fact exists; where light- 
ning is but little dearer than pen, paper, and ink, In Germany, a 
country you can reach every of by going from the center through 
either of its provinces in a single day; yet they have eight hundred 
and twenty-two millions of currency in e and coin, and we have 
six hundred and seventy-one millions. Six hundred and seventy-one 
millions of money; six hundred and seventy-one millions of the 
people’s money. The bullionist’s gold, the poor man, the debtor, the 
great toiling millions know only by tradition. Gold is the denizen 


280 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


NOVEMBER 7, 


of that to the millions of toilers terra incognita, the strong box of 

the Wall street bullionist. Six hundred and seventy-one millions 

divided by forty-five millions of men e thirty-eight Braten, 
as 


many ef them as large as all England; many of them as l 

France, as large as all the states of the realm of Kaiser Wilhelm. 
Divide six hundred and seventy-one millions by forty-five millions, 
and you have less than 815 per capita, And yet we are told we 
can contract one-half, to seven and one-half dollars fer. capita, and 
we are told it will bring no distress. Great God! bankruptcy 
no er Is ruin, beggary, homelessness, rags, and famine no 
distress 

Now, sir, let us look a little further and see what will be the effect 
of the resumption of specie payments. We propose to redeem in 
1879 six hundred and seventy-one millions of paper with one hundred 
and fifty-one-millions of coin to-day in the country, and with the 
hope expressed by Mr. Sherman and by the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
GARFIELD] that we will have two hundred and twenty-five millions. 
Sir, what will this conntry, extending over such a vast a do with 
$225,000,000 for that purpose? Two hundred and twenty-five mill- 
ions to base a currency upon, when it is known that no country on 
earth ever sustained specie payments of paper unless the value of its 
currency was equal to the value of its coin. We did, before the war, 
attempt to keep afloat r, when the coin in the bank-vaults was 
one-third of their circulation. And yet during the whole decade be- 
fore the war there was as much coin in the United States as paper. 
One-third of that coin was in the bank-vaults, but outside, among 
the people, there was coin enough, together with that in the bank- 
— to make an amount greater than the paper in circulation. Be- 
fore the war there were two hundred and twenty-five millions paper 
and two hundred and sixty-five millions of coin in bank-vaults and 
in circulation. And yet, every ten years we had panics which forced 
suspension of specie payments. And now, with all this knowledge, 
it is proposed that we shall go on and resume, and the Secretary 
of the Treasury says that he will be able to resume in 1879, when he 
has the history of the world before him, showing that it will bring 
destruction to every man who owes a dollar in this land. 

In 1869, as a Senator from Ohio, he drew a picture of what was to 
follow the terrible catastrophe of . day for specie resum 
tion. He pictured what would follow in the wake of that act.: He 
showed that every man who owed a hundred dollars would have to 
pay $125 and that every man who owed a hundred bushels of wheat 
would have to pay one hundred and twenty-five bushels. Every man 
who had bonght a farm and had paid one-fourth of the debt would 
lose the whole. And yet that man who had so read history and under- 
stood what must be the effect of fixing an arbitrary day for resump- 
tion is to-day relentlessly and remorselessly urging specie resumption, 
when he knows that the — 0 bone and sinew of the land, that class 
that builds our railroads and sets in motion our machinery, the hope- 
fal, energetic class, ever with something in view, ever struggling to 
add to the world’s wealth, the men who move the material world, 
who set its furnaces afire and discharge all the most important duties 
of labor, will be ruined by such an act. 7 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania bas spoken of the history of 
England from 1819 to 1825, and he has already taken away from me the 
point I desired to make, for he read what I intended to quote from 
memory. In 1818 there were nearly fifty millions in the Bank of 
England; in 1819 there were forty millions, and the reduction went 
on step by step until in 1821 the amount had been rednced to twenty- 
eight millions. Sir, what was the result of this fearful contraction! 
Mr. Allison tells us that ruin spread abroad in England. The Bank 
of England discounts fell from one hundred and three millions in 
1815 to twenty-three millions in 1820, and then sank in 1821 to thir- 
teen millions. The small farms were sold, so that to-day 36,000 Eng- 
lish landholders own the lands which fell into their hands in that 
disastrous era. We are to be driven on to this state of things in this 
country, becanse we are now told we must not violate the sf 
faith of the Government. Ay, it is plighted faith to the bondhold- 
ers. But there is implied always an obligation on the part of the 
Government to protect the interests of the laborer. There is a 
plighted faith to him. The rich can protect themselves. The Gov- 
ernment alone can protect the poor. But here every obligation 
appears to be upon the poor man and running to the rich man. Sir, 

ngland had its strike, aud a large addition had to be made to its 
volunteer force to keep the peace. We had a strike here this year, 
and I tell gentlemen, if this thing is not stopped—I make no threat, 
but I make a prophecy—that the ple of the West will never sub- 
mit to the people of the East in robbing them for the benefit of the 
bondholders. 

Mr. PRICE. I desire to ask the gentleman a plain question. I 
want to know whether the laboring-man will not feel as good when 
he gets a dollar worth one hundred cents as when he gets one worth 
ninety-seven cents? 

Mr. HARRISON. Ay! But I callto mind the fact that the gen- 
tleman did not vote for the silver bill. He says to the laboring-man, 
Take your dollar for your hard day’s work in two half-dollars, worth 
ninety-one cents; itis enough for you. And when you wish to 
pay your rent of $20 or your note of 350, go and sell your subsidiary 
coin; lose nine cents on each dollar. 

Mr. PRICE. That was all made right in the silver bill. 


Mr. HARRISON. But you and the bulk of your party did not vote 
for the silver bill. 

Mr. PRICE. I did. 

Mr. HARRISON. Then there is one step the gentleman has taken 
= 8 road. Go on, and there will hope that you may get 

rig 

Mo PRICE: We want plenty of silver dollars; that is what wo 
wan 

Mr. HARRISON. Ay! Plenty of silver dollars. But all the mints 

in all America cannot coin, before 1879, over $50,000,000. The silver 
bill will do great good. It will be food for the imagination; and 
statesmen should legislate for the imagination as well as the judg- 
ment. The silver bill will be such food. It is a step in the right 
direction. The laborer, the debtor, sees in it a glimmer of hope that 
Congress is not body and soul the tool of the bondholder. 
Sir, the gentleman says paper is to-day almost at par. That gold 
is only worth 1.02§; that we have almost reached hard-pan. Hard- 
pan! ay, hard-pan to the idle millions of willing toilers. Hard-pan! 
ay, hard-pan to millions of hopeful men who are willing to work; 
who stalk about the country begging for leave to toil. Hard-pan! 
ay, to the millions who crave but to earn their bread, as God com- 
mands, by the sweat of their brows; but in want of work are the re- 
cipients of charity or niggardly credit. Hard-pan to the millions of 
hopeful men who have put their all into enterprises based npon prices 
which were the result of the inflation; which ruled from 1866 to 1869. 
Millions; ay, Mr. Speaker, millions of farmers, mechanics, house-build- 
ers, forest-cutters, and prairie-breakers, entered upon enterprises 
based upon those plethoric times. They have ex tended their notes. 
They have hoped and hoped for better times. It is hard-pan indeed 
for these millions. A 

But the fat bullionist leans upon his strong box, and blandly tells 
us these men ought not to have gone in debt. They deserve to suffer. 
He pats his rounded vest, locks his box, and with a gentle “ tra-la- 
la” saunters off to Delmonico’s to dine on terrapin and reed-birds, 
and washes from his mind all thought of the starving, suffering mill- 
ions in Burgundy at $10 a bottle. 

Sir, they tell us gold is only 2§ above paper. Yes, sir; and gold 
was only 5 per cent. above paper in 1818 in England, and Ricardo 
said that 5 per cent. was the measure of the contraction necessary to 
bring resumption. That 5 per cent. eliminated not only all the paper 
but nearly all the gold from trade. That 5 per cent. banished confi- 
dence from the British Isles, and but for orders in council would 
probably have driven the king from his throne. 

Sir, before the war we had in the Northwest a paper circulation 
which was generally less than 1 per cent. under par, Yet not one of 
the banks which issued that paper considered it safe to issue a five- 
dollar bill. They issued ones and twos; so that when the broker 
came to the counter for gold the teller could spend a day in payin 
out a hundred or so dollars. When a depositor took his money to his 
bank the teller sorted it as a huckster sorts his apples, so that he 
could put in one pigeon-hole the notes of banks worth par, in an- 
other the notes worth a quarter less than par, and so on. Those 
which were 1 per cent. below p he sent off fór gold, or eastern ex- 
change, which was the same thing: 

Now, sir, in 1879 Mr. Sherman resumes. The banker will sort his 
money. His greenbacks he will put in one drawer, his national bank- 
notes, of banks near by, in another, those of far-off banks in another. 
He will send his greenbacks and get | ae If gold is worth 1 per 
cent. premium, he can send his no Cinncinati, Saint Louis, 
and Chicago to New York and get gold, sell it and get his return in 
five days. In thirty days he will make 6 per cent. If gold is } per 
cent. premium, he will make in thirty days 3 percent. at it is worth 
+ per cent. he will make 14 per cent. Sir, what legitimate business, 
even in good times, can com with such interest ? 

The national banks will have to redeem in greenbacks, so that 
national-bank notes will be worth but little under greenbacks. One- 
half per cent. premium, when the United States shall be the payer— 
payer of large notes—will be difference enough between gold and 
paper to drive out of existence nearly all the circulation. And then 
we will reach bard-pan indeed. And then one wail will be heard from 
one end of the land to the other. A wail, not from railroad employés, 
but from every class of laborers. A wail which will soon be turned 
to curses. Curses deep, long, bitter! 

Sir, I plead to the East not to this people too far. The pulpy 
worm will turn upon the foot which presses it. Beware of a people 
crushed too far! a people who have the power, a people who are the 
governors of this land: the holders of the ballots. The West pleads 
to the East. The people plead, They tell you they are patient, but 
think not that Delilah has shorn them of all their locks. Their locks 
are upon brawny shoulders. Your temple may be upon solid rock, 
but its pillars are neither so strong nor so far apart that they cannot 
reach them. Beware Jest you laugh not too loud at their eyeless 
agony, for in their hungry famine they may reach out their arms and 

you and your golden fabric. 

Georgia lately repudiated a debt fastened upon her by fraud. The 
people are beginning to think that a coin-drawing bond is a fraud 
and the people, when moved by hungry frenzy, aro not good or coo 
logicians, ousands of men in some of the rich efstern cities are 

y dreaming of an empire, with themselves the moneyed aris- 
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tocracy. Let them remember that republics turn not to empires, 
except through a baptism of blood. 
Mr. KE Y. I move that the House do now adjourn. 


PAY OF THE LATE CHAPLAIN. 


Mr. TUCKER. Lask the gentleman to withdraw that motion. 

Mr. KELLEY. I withdraw it. 

Mr. TUCKER. Then by unanimous consent I introduce a joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 38) authorizing the payment of Rev. John Poisal, 
D. D., late Chaplain of the House of Representatives, for the time 
of his service as such, without taking the oaths prescribed by law. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second time. It provides 
that Clerk of the House of Representatives be authorized to 

y out of the fund appropriated for that purpose to Rev. John 
Potsal, D. D., late Chaplain of the House, of Representatives, the 
salary provided for Chaplain of the House, by law, from the 15th day 
of October, 1877, the date of his election, to the 7th day of November, 
1877, the date of his resignation; it appearing by the Journal that 
he without taking the oaths required by law, entered upon and 
discharged the duties of said office during that period. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time ; and it was accordingly read the third time and 2 

Mr. TUCKER moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
resolution was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE COMMISSIONS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in reference to the compen- 
sation of the commissions to examine the custom-houses of the prin- 
cipal ports of the United States ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

DEFICIENCY IN EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting an estimate of appropriation for 
deficiencies in salaries and contingent expenses in the Executive 
Office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 
Mr. CHALMERS was granted a leave of absence for one week. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I ask consent to have the papers 
relating to the claim of William A. Mann withdrawn from the files 
of the House and referred to the Committee of Claims. There has 
been no adverse report. 

The SPEAKER. That can be done, under the rule, without action 
of the House. 

NAVAL DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Mr. BLOUNT, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain tleficteneies in the pay of 
the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, and for other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, and ordered to be printed. 
Paras 2 of New York. I desire to reserve all points of order on 

o bill. 

The SPEAKER. They will be reserved. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and I give notice that I will 
ask its consideration as soon as the Army appropriation bill has been 


of. 
he bill was accordingly referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union. t 
JOHN M. WARD. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1221) for the relief of John M. Ward, late postmaster at 
West Point, in Georgia; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- Roads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CLAIMS BEFORE MEXICAN MIXED COMMISSION. 


Mr. FORNEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 39) in relation to 2 payment of the claims of Ben- 
jamin Weil, No. 447, and the Abra Silver Mining Company, No. 
489, in the American docket of the late joint commission of the U nited 
States and Mexico; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ASSISTANT JUDGE-ADVOCATE. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, by request and by unanimons consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1222) to authorize the appointment of an assistant 
jud vocate in the United States Army; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COMMITTEE ON MISSISSIPPI LEVEES. 

Mr. GIBSON. I ask unanimous consent to introduce, for considera- 
tion at this time, the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved; That the Committee on Levees shall be styled Committee on Levees 
and Improvement of the Mississippi River. 


Mr. CONGER. Let that resolution lie over. 

Mr. GIBSON, If it is objected to, I will ask that it be referred to 
the Committee on Rules. 

Fre its we Let it be read again; I do not know that I under- 

5 t. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. CONGER. Ihave no objection to it. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GIBSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
= bea ga ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 

e 0. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MART D. DUN CAN. 


Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 1223) for the benefit of Mary D. Duncan, of Louisville, 
entucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 

Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


WILL R. HERVEY. 


Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1224) for the relief of Will R. Hervey; which was 
read n first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. f 


ROSA VERTNOR JEFFREY. 


Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1225) for the relief of Rosa Vertnor Jeffrey, of Kentucky ; which 
was a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


A. S. BLOOM. 


Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1226) for the relief of A. 8. Bloom, late a major in the Seventh 
Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

W. H. GRAY. 

Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. a) for the relief of William H. Gray, of Kentucky; 
which was a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

D. W. PRICE AND THOMAS AKERS. 


Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1228) for the relief of D. W. Price and Thomas Akers; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PAY OF PAGES OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was read, considered, and referred 
to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he is hereb; 
authorized to pay 92955 the contingent fund of the Hoos, 8 followin sumed 
Roses, for services rendered from October 15, 1877, to November, 1, : F. A. 

right, B. Whitley; and to G. H Weber for five days. 


MARCUS DE MOSS. 


Mr. FINLEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1229) granting a pension to Marcus De Moss, of Ohio; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

i SETTLERS ON RAILROAD LANDS. 


Mr. BLAIR, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1230) to facilitate the sale and settlement of the public lands granted 
to aid in the construction of railroads and lines of telegraph; which 
was read a first and second timo, referred to the Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT SCOTT, 


Mr. N by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 40) instructing the Secretary of War to correct the enroll- 
ment of Robert Scott, Company F, Twenty-seventh imeut Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


LEGAL-TENDER NOTES REDEEMABLE IN COIN. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1231) to authorize the issue of legal-tender notes, redeema- 
ble in coin on demand, in 8 ers for gold or silver bullion deposited 
at the mints of the United States, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 


and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 
JOHN WHITTAKER. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, by unanimous consen 


introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1332) authorizing the Secretary of the 


reasn to 


adjust the claim of John Whittaker against the United States ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 
Mr. PAGE, by unanimous consent, presented an address to the peo- 
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ple of the United States, prepared by the senate of California, with 


reference to the social, moral, and political effect of Chinese immi- |, 


pasioni which was referred to the Committeo on Education and 
bor, and ordered to be printed, 


HERMAN E. DAVIDSON AND OTHERS. 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1233) for the relief of Herman E. Davidson and heirs of Charles H. 
Davidson; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN H. M’CORMICK. 


Mr. BANKS also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resol: That thero be paid out of the contingent fand of the House to John H. 
McCormick, for services as deputy in the office of tho Sergeant-at-Arms the sum 
of $510, one hundred and two days’ services, at $5 per day, from the 5th day of 
March until the 14th day of June, 1877, inclasive. 


STATEMENT OF A VOTE. 


Mr. HANNA. The other day when the “silver bill, ” as it is called, 
was voted upon I was absent by direction of the House as one of the 
committee to attend the obsequies of the late Senator Morton. I 
desire to say that if I had been here I should have voted “ay” 
upon that bill. 

JAMES M. JOHNS. 


Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of cnt apna greg be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and directed Cray to James M. Johns the sum of $50, for services as 
messenger on the floor of the House from October 15 to November 1, 1877. 


MEDICAL OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. WOOD, by unanimons consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
War Department: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to furnish the House of Rep- 


resentatives at the earliest practicablo moment the follow fae information: 
t 


The number of commissioned medical officers of the United States Army now 


on duty in the District of Columbia; the name, rank, and pay, rations and emolu- 
ments (in kind or commuted) of each; the grosa commu , value of all emolu- 
ments of each, the cost to the Government of such rations or emoluments as are 
not commuted; the duty to which each officer is assigned, and the time he has 
been assigned thereto; and the difference in pay, rations, or emoluments ( in kind 
or commuted) in each case between the present station of each officer, and of the 
same oflicer if stationed on the frontier. 

The number of contract ns now employed in the District of Columbia; the 
name, rank, pay, rations, and emoluments (whether in kind or commuted) of each, 
the duty to which each is rie ery and the times he has been assigned thereto; 
whether any, and, if so, which of said contract surgeons are engaged in private 
practice, and, if so, to what extent. 

The number of contract surgeons employed by the Surgeon-General of the 
Army who are not uates in medicine, giving the same information in each 
case as is requested is Se peoa paragraph, and in addition thereto the rea- 
son for the employment and assignment in cach case, 

PAY OF SOUTHERN MAIL CONTRACTORS. 


Mr. MONEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1234) to amend so much of an act entitled “An act making appropri- 
ation for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1878,” as provides for paying certain mail contract- 
ors of the Southern States for services prior to the late war; which 
was read a first and second time. 5 

Mr. MONEY. Lask the reference of this bill to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

The SPEAKER. This bill relates to the transfer of an appropria- 
tion made in the sundry civil appropriation act of last session, and 
according to the ordinary course it should go to the Committee on 
A ay 9 5 : 

r. MONEY. Other bills on the same subject have been referred 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the reference suggested 
by the gentleman will be made, 

There being no objection, the bill was referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


PAY OF TEMPORARY PAGES, 


Mr. SPRINGER, I ask unanimous consent to offer for reference to 
the Committee of Accounts the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Honse of Representatives be, and he is, authorized 
and directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the House, the following-named 
poses for services from October 15 to October 31, inclusive: James W. end, 

CVT 
A wal u ru 

ward Finley, Charles Waller, Frank Donnelly. fa 

Mr. SAYLER. I understand that there is some contention among 
the boys as to this matter; that others besides those named in this 
resolution are as much entitled to pay as those specifically mentioned. 
I understand too that there are other instances of the same kind with 
regard to employés about the Honse. It seems to me the entire 
matter should be referred to the Committee of Accounts for investi- 
gation, without ue eeu any particular persons to be paid. 

Mr. SPRINGER. ask, then, that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee of Accounts with instructions to consider any other cases 
of similar kind. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimons consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred, under the law, to the Committee on 
Printing: 

That 4,500 additional of the Medical and 8 History of the 
Was be tintan for the nse of reli pei a of this rpg 515 if 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House adjourn. 

The motion was to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
ander the rule, and referred as stated; 

* the SPEAKER; The petition of Huldah Palmer, for a pension 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

Also, the petition of Augustine Hennessey, for a pension to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Peter F. Bacon and other citi- 
zens of the District of Columbia, for the appointment of a commis- 
sion to report a plan for the improvement of the system of drainage 
and sewerage for the city of Washington—to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. CABELL: Papers relating to the claim of Abram H. Herr 
for the use and occupation of his property by United States authori- 
ties—to the Committee on War Claims. 


By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: Papers relating to the claim ; 


of George D. Blakey, to be reimbursed for funds taken from his dep- 
uties by confederate suldiers—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: Two petitions of California laborers 
and mechanics, for the enforcement of the eight-hour law—to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of H. K. Belding, for compensa- 
tion for carrying United States mails between the years 1863 and 
1862—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of Marcus De Mass, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of John Holland, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. GIBSON: Memorial of citizens of Louisiana, and of the 
city government of New Orleans, and of the incorporated institu- 
tions of that city, for the grant of certain lands to the New Orleans 
a Kanina Railway Company—to the Committee on Railways and 

an 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: Papers relating to the claim of Marcus Red- 
ick, a subject of Montenegro—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, 1 55 relating to the claim of. the legal representatives of 
David G. Burnet for timber taken by United States troops in the 
year 1849—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the claim of George and John 
W. Railey for property taken by the United States anthorities—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HOOKER: The petition of Victoria L. Brewster, for a 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of Joseph Mark- 
ham for property taken by the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire: Papers relating to the peti- 
tion of Rebecca Remick for arrears of pension—to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. KIDDER: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Sioux Falls to Fort Thompson, Dakota Territory—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. : 

By Mr. KNAPP: The petition of citizens of Illinois, for the repeal of 
the resumption act—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. DERS: Papers relating to the petition of 8, M. Norton, 
postmaster at Bristol, Connecticut, to be reimbursed moneys paid on 
money-orders of the Post-Office Department which were burned—to 
the Committee of Claims. s 

By Mr. LORING : The petition of Mary Jane Marston and other 
heirs of Nicholas Fouquet and Mark Fouquet, to be paid the amount 
due them for services rendered during the revolutionary war—to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. E 

By Mr. MAGINNIS: Papers relating to thé petition of United 
eber Marshal William Wheeler for relief —to the Committee of 

aims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Paul McCormick—to the samo 
committee. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The ere of John Danlon and George W. 
Stiles, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of soldiers of the National Military Home at Day- 
ton, Ohio, D. M. Herron be granted a pension—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. MORSE: Memorial of E. H. Stevens and Thomas §. Rhett, 
administrators of W. H. Stevens, to be reimbursed certain losses 
incurred by the action of the Republic of Mexico—to the Committee 
of Claims. 

By Mr. PAGE: Papers relating to the claim of Christopher Green 
and Hugh C. Trainor for reimbursement for loss on Army beef con- 
tract—to the same committee. 
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By Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia: Papers relating to the claim of 
Edward Gallaher for compensation for use of buildings by the United 
States Army—to the Committee on War Claims, 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Elizabeth D. and Ann Frobel 
for pay for supplies taken by the United States Army—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: Papers relating to the claim of Joseph 
Clymer for amount due on a contract for transporting Army stores— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. VANCE: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Burnsville to Green Mountain, North Carolina—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WALKER: Papers relating to the claim of P. G. Coglan 
for pay for property seized by United States authorities—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: Papers relating to the claim of 
E. T. Pilkinton for pay for revenue-stamps burned—to the Commit- 
tee of Claims, 

Also, papers relating to the petition of the Brothertown Indians 
that the k granted patents to certain lands—to the Committee on 
Indian irs. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of James H. Cook for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Dabney Walker for com- 
pensation for services as a scout and guide in the army of the Poto- 
mac—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Charles W. Wood for a cor- 
rection of his Army record—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of John L. Williams for compen- 
sation for services rendered by Eleazer Williams in the war of 1812— 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. j 

Also, papers relating to the petitión for relief of Mathew Hulzer— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petitions of Matilda Shields and Mary Jane Veazie, for 
compensation for the rent, occupation, and destruction of property 
by the United States—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petitions of Sarah Woodall 
and Nancy Hughes, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, the petition of Blanton Duncan, trustec, for compensation for 
the use and destruction of certain property in Columbia, South Caro- 
lina, by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of William Cornwall, for the passage of the bill 
(H. R. No. 354) to regulate commerce among the States to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 


IN SENATE, 


THURSDAY, November 8, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Tuesday last was read and 
approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of Hiram M. Howard, of Shaw- 
nee County, Kansas, praying for a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WITHERS 233 the petition of Mrs. Isabella H. Silvey, 
widow of the late Lieutenant-Colonel William Silvey, of the United 
States Army, praying for a pension ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Healso pena the petition of Samuel Hough, of Loudoun Connty, 
Virginia, late a private in the Loudoun praying fora pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of Jacob D. Felthousen, of 
Tompkins County, New York, praying relief for inventing new and 
useful improvements in sewing-machines; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, presented the petition of Mary A. Black- 
welder, of Bradford County, Florida, praying compensation for cotton 
furnished the United States forces at Cedar Keys, Florida, during the 
late war; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of R. Cunningham and others, 
of Monroe County, Alabama, praying for an appropriation by Con- 
gress for the improvement of the navigation of Mobile Bay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of Herman E. Davidson, of Glon- 
cester, Massachusetts, ving for the extension of a patent for acer- 
tain enemasyringe; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. t 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of Christian C, Bowers, widow of 
Giles Bowers, deceased, praying compensation for property taken and 
appropriated by United States forces during the late war, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which wasordered to be printed, and the 
committee were discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition. 


Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 99) for the relief of the estate of Amos Ire- 
land, deceased, reported it without amendment, and submitted a 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

r. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads, 

to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 83) for the relief of Edwin 

reported it without „ submitted a report 
thereon; which was ordered to be prin é 

Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 24) for the relief of Michael Fenten- 
heime, a citizen of France, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on Claims; 
which was agreed to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No, 218) to create a circuit court for the dis- 
tricts of Arkansas, and for other purposes; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 219) to establish the judicial district of Oklahoma; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. GARLAND. I suggest that this bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. INGALLS. A similar bill has been referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. Both bills ought to go to the same committee, 
either to the Committee on the Judiciary or the Committee on Indian 


‘airs. 

Mr. GARLAND. This is not exactly the same bill as the one to 
which the Senator refers; but I have no objection to its reference to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, as suggested by the Senator from Kansas, if 
there be no objection. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 220) to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to purchase a lot of land for the use of the Government, in Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leavo 
to introduce a bill (S. No, 221) granting a pension of $50 a month to 
Mary Kirby Smith Eaton, during her widowhood; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the CoMmiitee on Pensions. 

Mr. MAXEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 222) for the relief of Henry Warren; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WITHERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 223) granting a pension to Janet Scott 
West; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing letter, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

r. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 224) to aid the Winnebago 
Indians of Wisconsin to obtain subsistence by agricultural pursuits, 
and to promote their civilization ; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 225) to repeal an act entitled “ An act for the 
relief of Nancy S. Ledford,” approved March 3, 1871; which was 
read twice vy its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 226) to repeal an act entitled “ An act to in 
tate the National Capitol Insurance Company,” and to provide for 
winding up the affairs of said incorporation; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 227) granting a pension to Zephaniah Cin- 
bangh; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
3 9 (8. No. cing be an ten to an act secant pean act 17 
provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approv anuary 14, 
1875; which was 8 twice by its tila, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 229) for the relief of the Deposit 8 
Association of Mobile, Alabama; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 230) to authorize and enable the eastern 
band of the Cherokee Indians to institute and prosecute a suit in the 
Court of Claims against the Cherokee Nation; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HOAR asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 231) for the relief of Herman E. Davidson, 
and the heirs of Charles H. Davidson; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. ; 

Mr. GORDON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 232) for the relief of Samuel Noble; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 3) authorizing Commander 
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Edmund O. Matthews, of the United States Navy, to accept a gilt 
tea-pot from the Emperor of Siam; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. I move that the papers relating to the claim of 
Chauncey M. Lockwood, now in the office of the retary of the 
Senate, be withdrawn from the files and referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads, before whom the claim is now pending. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DEATH OF SENATOR MORTON, 


Mr. McDONALD submitted the following resolution ; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and to: 
Resolved, That tho uses ineurred by the committee appointed by the Senate 


to attend the funeral 7 the lato Oliver P. Morton, be paid out of the contingent 
fund of the Senate upon vouchers to be approved by the chairman. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD LINES. 
Mr. CHAFFEE submitted the following preamble and resolution : 
Whereas Congress did provide in the act of fee | 1, 1862, being an act entitled 
“An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph lino from the Mis- 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the nse of the 
same for postal, military, and other p and also by the subsequent acts of 
July 2, 1664, March 3, 1869, and June 20, 1874, amendatory thereof, that said rail- 
and branches s! d be operated and used for all purposes of communication, 
travel, and transportation, so far as the public and Goverument are conce! as 
one connected continuous line, without any discrimination of any kind in favor of 
the business of any or either of said companies, or adverse to the road or business 
of any or either of the others; and, upon such basis and contract with the said 
railroad company and its branches, di nt to the said Union Pacific Railroad 
Compan: ‘and branch companies large subsidies in bonds and lands of the United 
States, all for the purpose of aiding in the construction of said roads, to be operated 
as aforesaid ; 
And whereas the said Union Pacific Railroad Com 


refuse to 


in acco! 
and still do o e them in open of the same ; 

3 by 8 said defaults, and on account of the same, the Gov. 
ernment of the United States and the public have been and still are being 
and deprived of their just and lawful rights and privileges as stipulated, defined, 
cag bp, gush 73 in said acts aforesaid: Theref: 

Be it resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to inform the Senate what legal impediments, if any, exist which pre- 
vent him from executing said laws in accordance with the and 


Fe ge made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company branches with the 
nited States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts aforesaid. 

Mr. CHATTER I ask that the resolution be printed and lie npon 
the table. 


of the Senate, I su to the 
slight amendment in the preamble, Instead of alleging that these 
companies have violated the obligations of their charters; the pre- 
Sabio contains a positive assertion to that effect, which may or not be 
true. It should be changed, so as to read “it is alleged they have vio- 
lated,” Ko. If the Senator will modify the preamble in that way, it 
seems to me it will remove an objection that might otherwise exist. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I ask that the consideration of this resolution 


over. 
Ehe VICE-PRESIDENT. It has already gone over. 
Mr. MITCHELL. But the Senator is to discuss it now. 
Mr, THURMAN. I merely to the Senator from Colorado 
that he modify the preamble in the way I have stated. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. That question can come up when the resolution is 
considered. I prefer to let the resolution be ted as it is. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order has a y been made. 


MEXICAN COMMISSION AWARDS. 


Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jndiciary be, and it hereby is, instructed 
to inquire and report whether any legislation is necessary in parja ts 
promt out of ar Moe received, or to be reccived, from the 

„or otherwise, to American claimants of the awards made by t 

created under the treaty between the United States and that 8 the ratifica- 
tions whereof were exchanged on the Ist day of February, A. D. 1869, 


RESCUE OF PRISONERS IN TEXAS. 


Mr. MAXEY. I move that the resolution of inquiry submitted by 

me on the 6th instant be taken from the table an considered. s 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution comes up as a matter of 

8 under the rule, and will be reported for the information of the 
unte. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the President bo, and he is hereby, requested to communicate to 
the Senate, if not incompatible with the public interest, any facts in his possession 
touching an unlawful und forcible rescue. by an armed band organized in 
the Republic of Moxico, of two prisoners lawfully confined in the jail of Starr 
County, Texas, in Rio Grande City, and which poscon are alleged to have been 
unlawfully aud forcibly released from said jail by said armed band on tne night of 
the Ith of Angust, 1877, and carried beyond the limits of the State of Texas 5 


of the United States, aud into the Republic of Mexico, and which armed band 


charged with wounding certain citizens of Texas in releasing said ers, And 
the President is requested to adyise the Senate what steps, if any. have been taken 
to secure the arrest and delivery of said rescued prisoners, and the arrest and de- 
livery of said jail-breakers, and the result of said efforts. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
j NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. MITCHELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of the resolution I offered on Tuesday, the 6th instant, calling 
for certain information from the Secretary of the Interior. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution is before the Senate, and 
will be reported for information. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to communicate to the 
Senate a statement of the number of miles of railroad completed by the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company under and in pursuance of the acts and resolutions of 
Congress making grants of land to such company, and where construc and 
whether in a continuons line; and also what changes, if any, have been 0 b; 
such company in the location of the lino of their road, or any thereof, und 
when made, and whether such changes have been recognized and approved by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office or the Secretary of the Interior; and also 
a fall statement of the number of acres of land patented to such company under 
the acts and resolutions making a pan of lands in aid of the constraction of said 
railroad, and where such lands are located. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the Vice-President was authorized to 
fill the vacancy upon the Committee on Foreign Relations occasioned 
by the death of the late Senator Morton. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, the Vice-President was authorized 
to fill the vacancies on the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
and the Committee on Railroads occasioned by the death of the late 
Senator Morton. 

F EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Several executive messages were received from the President of the 
United States, by Mr. W. K. RODGERS, his Secretary. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twenty-seven minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were re-opened, and (at twelve o’clock 
and fifty-four minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, November 8, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


CORRECTION OF RECORD. 


Mr. GARDNER, Mr. Speaker, I arise to a question of privilege. 
In my remarks of yesterday on the bill for the repeal of a part of 
third section of the 8 act, in reply to a question of the 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. DEERING,] I am reported in the Recorp 
as having said: 

Mr. Deextnc. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ganbxxn] one ques- 
ce we to bilge tig as by 5588 we could not so late ke] 1 anthor- 
ask the question for pe Borsa d 

Mr. GARDNER. I understand 


by which we may legislate for their re-issue, if that is the law as declared or indi- 
cated by the Supreme Court. 

In this I am either not correctly re or was unfortunate in 
the use of the ech pa, ahah re I think I am not correctly reported. 
I am made to say, substantially, that Congress could not make legal- 
tenders, even as a war exigency. I certainly did not say that or any- 
thing like it. 

What I intended to say, and what I thought’ I did say, was sub- 
stantially this: 

I understand, from the decision of the Supreme Court, that the 
legal-tender act was sustained upon the that it was a neces- 
sary war expedient, and but for that it could not be sustained. If 
the Jegat tondere should be redeemed by the provisions of the re- 
sumption act, the war necessity for their issuing no longer existing, 
they could not again be put in circulation without authority for anew 
issue, which could not maintained upon the reasons upon which 
the court sustained the original issue. And, if Congress could only 
authorize them because of the exigency of war, their re-issne could 
not be maintained when that exigency does not exist. Taking the 
reasons as given by the court, upon which they can only be sustained 
and assuming that the court will continue so to hold, I maintained 
that Congress could not legally re-issue them, and therefore we ought 
not attempt to keep them afloat on so uncertain a tenure, but keep 
them as we had them legally. 
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ALABAMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


Mr. , of Alabama, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1235) to donate to the State of Alabama one additional 
section of land for each township in the State of Alabama, for the 
benefit of public schools; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


ALABAMA PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1236) providing for the issue of patents to 
citizens of the State of Alabama who entered public lands in said 
State, and for other perpa; which was read a first and second 
time, referred te the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DISABLED SOLDIERS. 


Mr. PATTERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1237) granting com- 
mutation to totally disabled soldiers in lien of one quarter section of 

ublic land; which was read a nrst and second time, referred to the 
Bommittes on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


HOUSE FOLDERS. 


Mr. RIDDLE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resol That the Committee of Accounts Inquire into the expedi of 
the folders of the House folding room for ashen services — — bens 
March 1, 1877, to November 1, 5 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. ATKINS. I now move the House resolvo itself in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of tak- 
ing up the bill (H. R. No. 992) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other 
purposes, which has been made the special order after the reading of 
the Journal. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cox, of New York, in the chair.) 

Mr. CONGER. If there be no objection, I ask, as the bill has not 
been put upon the desks of members, that it be read in extenso. 

Mr. ATKINS. I have no objection. 

The bill was then read. 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, as I am uncertain of the Testin ct 
the House as to how long the general debate on this bill should last, 
I believe it will be best for the committee to rise and go back into 
the House there to fix the time. The Committee on Appropriations 
are willing to accommodate the House in reference to the time for 
general debate. I therefore move the committee rise. 

The motion was to. 

The committee accordingly rose and, the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Cox, of New York, re that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for 
other pu and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Speaker, as I have already stated in the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, the Committee on Appropriations have no disposition 
to limit the general discussion on this Army appropriation bill, if it 
be the wish of the House to go into protracted debate. But if, on the 
contrary,it is not the wish of the House to have lengthy discussion, 
we are willing that debate shall be limited to two hours. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have no disposition to come into conflict with the 
Committee on Appropriations, but as the Army has already remained 
without pay for many months, I hope there will be no extended discus- 
sion on general topics; but that the debate, on the contrary, will be 
confined to the items of the bill itself. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that all general debate in the Committee of 
the Whole be limited to two hours. 

Mr. WILSON. . Say one hour. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I would be glad if the gentleman from 
Tennessee would agree to take the sense of the House on making the 
time for general discussion one hour. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana can move that as an 
amendment. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I move, then, to make it one hour. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope my colleague on the committee will with- 
draw his amendment, so t general debate will be fixed at two 
hours, as that seems to be the general wish. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I withdraw, then, the amendment mak- 
ing it one hour. 

. CONGER. That, of course, will not cut off the five-minutes 
debate on amendments ? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly not, as that is provided for by the rules. 

Mr. ATKINs’s motion was to. 

Mr. ATKINS moved the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the stete of tho Union, for the purpose of further con- 
sidering the Army appropriation bill. 

The motion was to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole cn the state of the Union, (Mr. Cox, of New York, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill (II. R. No. 902) 


making appropriations for the support of the Army forthe fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1878, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The general discussion, by order of the House, 
has been limited to two hours, and the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations [Mr. ATKINS] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, I promise the House to detain them 
only for afew moments, while I attempt to explain the most important 
features of this bill; and I desire to say, before entering upon that 
duty, that whatever other gentlemen may think with to the 
functions of the Committee on Appropriations as to the action of the 
President of the United States in not calling an extra session 
sooner, to provide for supplying the necessities of the Army before 
the beginning of the fiscal year—I wish to say for myself that I do 
not regard it as the province of that committee to inquire into that 
subject, any more than every other committee or every other member 
of this House. If anybody, wishes to complain on that subject it is a 
legitimate subject of judicial inquiry, but it has nothing whatever to 
do with the Committee on Appropriations. 

Our duties are plain. The law requires that we shall make appro- 
priations to support the Army. It is unecessary to discuss or e 
that proposition. The statement of the proposition carries along with 
it its own 1 and one that in my opinion is conclusive. 

I wish now to call the attention of the committee to the estimates 
for this appropriation. The estimates as submitted to us by the War 
Department for the pent fiscal year were $30,516,756.50. We have 

rovided in this bill for the sum of $25,763,000 as the appropriation 

or the present fiscal year. Last year the estimate was 831, 96,935.90, 
the amount appropriated was 825,987, 167.90. Bat the estimate in- 
cluded twenty-five hundred cavalry. For that there was an addi- 
tional amount appropriated, running up the general te of the 
appropriation for last year to $27,624,567.90. There is des a defi- 
ciency, for which an estimate has been sent to this House, for the 
item of transportation, amounting to $1,200,000; making in all $28,- 
824,567.90 the entire sum appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1877, which is in excess of the appropriation which this bill makes 
of $3,061,567.90. 

There is only one item in this bill in accordance with the estimate 
submitted by the Department which has not been in former appro- 

riation bills for the Army; and that item which has been to 

y the committee is the sum of $50,000 for the conversion of smooth- 
bore cannon into rifled cannon. The committee thought as we had 
about one thousand perhaps twelve hundred smooth-bore guns, called 
Rodman guns, that are now idle and are of no service to the Govern- 
ment, we had better make the appropriation to begin the experiment 
of converting them into rifled cannon to be of service in the case of 
foreign war. This will convert about twenty-five at a cost of 
about $2,000 per gun; and when converted they will be as fine guns 
as there are in the world, as they are eight-inch caliber, almost equal 
in ealiber to the Krupp gun or the Armstrong gun. 

I come now to the items of decrease below the last appropriation 
forthe Army. The principal itemis in the pay. The reduction is 
$1,711,175 below the last appropriation. In the matter of subsistence 
the reduction is $330,400; in the matter of barracks and sa orbit the 
reduction is $50,000. There are about five thonsand buildings con- 
nected with barracks and quarters ef the United States Army. In 
tho item of regular supplies the decrease is $266,000; in the item of 
incidental expenses, $50,000 ; in the purchase of horses, $387,500. Here 
there is a very o reduction. The reason is that, when the twenty- 
five hundred cavalry which was provided for the Sioux war was dis- 
banded on the Ist of July last, the horses were left over, and conse- 
ee there is not the necessity for so many horses for that arm of 
the service. 

The decrease in the matter of transportation is only $50,000. It 
seemed to me, and Isuppose it would seem to the House, that there 
ought to have been a greater reduction on thatitem. But, sir, we 
have the highest military authority for saying that as you decrease 
the number of your Army you increase the necessity for transpor- 
tation; and the argument has some plausibility. It is ed that 
where you diminish the number of actual forces in the field it is 
necessary to remove them more frequently from one post to the other, 
They cannot be stationary; and hence r transportation is 
necessary for the removal of the Army. In incidental and cavalry 
equipments there is a reduction of $15,000. 

In the item of clothing the committee have increased the appro- 
priation by the amount of $294,000. That was rendered necessary by 
the fact that ever since the war the Government has been in posses- 
sion of a very large quantity of clothing, but which is now about 
exhausted. Some thirty million dollars’ worth of clothing was left 
over at the conclusion of the war. That clothing has been at last 
exhausted, and the Quartermaster-General has estimated for clothing 
sufficient to last for two years. The committee, however, did not 
grant the estimate. The estimate was $1,250,000. We have granted 
in this bill $900,000 for that purpose, which is more than sufficient for 
one year. There is no question about that. Still the Quartermaster- 
General says that purchases can be made much better for two years 
than they can be made for oue, and it is of importance to have this 
— of clothing on hand; hence this increase in the article of 
clothing. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill is made up upon the basis of twenty-two 
thousand enlisted men in the service, exclusive of officers, for the 
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first four months of the present fiscal year. For the remaining eight 
months of the present fiscal year the basis of the bill is twenty thou- 
sand enlisted men, and we have made our calculations accordingly. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, sir. 
eons “prema . What is the number of soldiers now in the 

rmy 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman has only anticipated what I was 
about to remark. The Committee on Appropriations received on the 
30th of October from the Secretary of War a communication pare | 
that the number of troops in service on the 15th of October 
believe, was 21,363 men. A dispatch was addressed yesterday to t 
Adjutant-General, cb sa ae: more definite information, bringing 
down the actual number in service to date, to which no reply has 
been given. The General of the Army—and I do not violate any 
secrets in saying so, because in i Ane there should be no secrets— 
the General of the Army was called before the Committee on 11 
| sire and he stated positively and roundly there were less 

wenty thousand men in service y- 

The committee then accepted twenty thousand men as the basis 
upon which the appropriation should be made for the remaining eight 
months of the fiscal year. Such was the information of the 15 
tant-General of the Army; and if there is any information in this 
House, or in the on of any member, that there is a greater 
force in the field than twenty thousand, then I am not apprised of it. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. ATKINS. I would rather that the gentleman would let me go 
on with my statement. 

Mr. CONGER. It is a question in regard to the number of men in 
the service. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope my friend will allow me to proceed. I will 
yield to him, however. 

Mr. CONGER. There is a provision in the bill that cavalry regi- 
ments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, and 
kept as nearly as practicable to that number. 

r. ATKINS. Les, as nearly as practicable. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to ask the gentleman whether he has con- 
sidered the number of men in the cavalry service that ought to be 
provided for in the bill? 

Mr. ATKINS. The lan is, that the commanding general may 
recruit a company up to one undred men. 

Mr. CON GER. And that they shall be kept as nearly as practica- 
ble at that number. 

Mr. FOSTER. I desire to ask my colleague on the committee a 
question, and it is this: Ishe not in ion this morning of official 
information that leads to the conclusion that there are or were twenty- 
two thousand enlisted men on the rolls on the Ist of November? 

Mr. ATKINS. I heard the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. FOSTER] say 
so; whether that is official or not I leave the House to determine. 

Mr. FOSTER. Did not the gentleman receive a letter from the 
Paymaster-General this morning? 

Mr. ATKINS. I did. 

Mr. FOSTER. Was not that fact stated in the letter? 

Mr. ATKINS. It was hinted. 

Mr. FOSTER. Then the gentleman had some other information 
than that of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. ATKINS. But the Committee on Appropriations have not pro- 
ceeded in this matter without due consideration, and they have pro- 
ceeded in a formal manner. A formal dispatch was sent yesterday to 
the Adjutant-General, requesting that he would inform the committee 
of the exact number of enlisted men in the service, and to which no 
reply has been given. And my colleague on the committee [Mr. 
FOSTER] well knows that the General of the Army was positive and 
emphatic in the assertion that there were less than twenty thousand 
enlisted men in the Army. 

Mr. FOSTER. I think my colleague should be accurate. The 
General stated that that was his belief. 

Mr. ATKINS. There was no belief about it; he was emphatic. 
Now will my friend and colleague answer this question: How does 
he learn that there were twenty thousand men in the service? 

Mr. FOSTER. Precisely as the chairman of the Committee on 
cn e learns it. He is talking about the belief of the Gen- 
eral of the Army, and, as I understand it, the General of the Army 
stated that he believed the decrease in the number of men in the 
e Soot the 15th of October had been quite large, and that he did 
not believe there were twenty thousand enlisted men in the Army on 
the Ist of November. That was his opinion; he did not profess to 
have any data whatever by which to sustain it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not at all with the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. FOSTER] in reference to this: statement of the General of 
the Army. So far from expressing an opinion, he had before him a 
report which he stated showed the disposition of every soldier in the 


Army. 

Me, FOSTER. At what date? 

Mr. BLOUNT. During the month of August, 

Mr. FOSTER. Exactly. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I hope the gentleman will allow me to go on with 
mystatement. He said after repeated inquiry that from the informa- 
tion in his possession he believed that there were not twenty thousand 
enlisted men in the Army. 


Mr. FOSTER. In his opinion. 
Mr. BLOUNT. That is the gentleman’s amendment, which I do 


not 7. The committee sent to the 7 of War, when we 
were making up this bill, and he concurred in the fact that there 
were but twenty thousand enlisted men in the Army; and after we had 

upon the bili and it had been referred to the committee, we 
were then told on outside information that the number of enlisted 
men was much larger. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hold in my hand the letter to which my colleague 
on the committee from Ohio [Mr. FOSTER] refers. It is from the 
Paymaster-General, He says: 

The bill proposes to a; riate for the actual strength of the Army for 1877, 
which I learn from the A aent General is about nave thousand enlisted 
men, 

That is the language of the Paymaster-General. 

The Paymaster-General has not been invited by the Committee on 
Appropriations to furnish information on this subject; but the Adju- 
tant-General, whose duty it is to furnish information ting the 
number of troops in the service, I suppose has through the Paymas- 
ter-General informed the Committee on Appropriations that there 
are about twenty-two thousand enlisted men in service. That is the 
oficial information that my friend refers to this montag, I stand 
here to say that the Adjutant-General has not informed this House 
that there are twenty-two thousand enlisted men in service. On the 
contrary, I stand here toassert that the other day before the Committee 
on Appropriations the Adjutant-General concurred with the General 
of the Army that there were no more but ratber less than twenty 
thousand enlisted men in the service. 

1 = FOSTER. The chairman does not wish to misrepresent me, 

now. 

Mr. ATKINS. Certainly not. 

Mr. FOSTER. I did not say “official;” I distinctly said unofficial 
information. 

Mr. ATKINS. Ah, “unofficial information” then, and so “ unofll- 
cial” that for one I do not wish to act upon it. As I stated a mo- 
ment ago, this bill is made up on the basis of twenty thousand en- 
listed men for the balance of the fiscal year from November 1. 

It 283 be objected by some members on this side of the House that 
as the House waa so unanimously in favor at the last session of Con- 
gress of reducing the number of enlisted men in the Army to seven- 
teen thousand the Committee on Appropriations should have stood 
by that number. To that I wish to reply, speaking only for myself, 
that I am in favor of reducing the enlisted force of the Army to seven- 
teen thousand or eighteen thousand men. But I donot think, nor did 
the Committee on Appropriations think, that this was the proper time 
to effect that reduction. We feel that the Army is entitled. to be paid, 
and that to go into the question of reducing the force below the 
actual number now in service, to go into the question of a re-organ- 
ization of the Army, would perhaps defeat this appropriation bill or 
at least delay it until near the close of the presens tiscal year. 

The Army should be paid; the officers of the Army are now dis- 
counting their claims and paying a high interest for their salaries, 
and the appropriation for the Army should be made at once. That is 
the reason why we have not required a reduction of the Army to 
seventeen thousand men. In other words, in the consideration of this 
bill we have not taken up the question of the re-organization of the 
Army. We have not considered that question at all; we did not feel 
it was proper to do so at this time. So much of the present fiscal 
year has pel elapsed, so much more will elage before this bill 
will become a law, that we did not feel it would be just to the Army 
to consider that question now. 

Objections have been urged in some quarters to this bill also on 
the ground that it does not provide for the reduction in the salaries 
of officers and in the numerical strength of the Army as pro in 
the bill of the last session ; also in the re-organization of the regi- 
ments. The Committee on Appropriations did not desire to embarrass 
this bill with any of those questions which were likely to bring the 
two political parties and the House and Senate toa grave issue. The 
failure of the last Army bill was necessary to the vindication of 

ublic liberty at the time, and I have no apol to offer for the 

umble part I bore in bringing about the result. I feel that our 
action is vindicated in the fight of subsequent events. Bat that 
failure to pass the bill left the Army without pay. Of course it has 
been put to additional expense in heavy interest accounts and in- 
creased prices contingent upon the credit system, besides very great 
inconvenience by that failure. And now, when the pressing emer- 
genny of that time has passed away, we do not feel that we should 

elay the appropriation for its panos thus prolonging their vexa- 
tions and increasing their troubles by introducing into this legisla- 
tion for the remainder of the fiscal year the subjects of re-organiza- 
tion and redaction in salaries and force. Should those reforms be 
now insisted upon, the passage of the bill now under consideration 
would, in all probability, be postponed until toward the close of the 
present fiscal year, which all must admit would be a very great hard- 
ship to both officers aud men. These subjects can be taken up at 


the next session and matured and digested before the fiscal year 
begins, when no pressing demand exists, as does at this time. 

What shoald be the force of the Army is a question worthy of our 
serious consideration. This feature of the bill the House will doubt- 
less feel great interest in. After consulting the most authentic mili- 
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tary sources, embracing the statement showing the organization of 
the enlisted men of the regular Army, compiled from returns received 
at the Adjutant-General’s Office up to October 15, 1877, which I hold 
in my hand, the committee find that an average of twenty-two thon- 
sand enlisted men is the force in service since the Ist of July until 
the Ist of November. Indeed, a letter from the Secretary of War 
states that there have not been within the dates mentioned at any 
one time over 22,333 men. We accept, then, in a spirit of liberality, 
the basis to be twenty-two thousand for the first four months of the 
present fiscal year, and provide for that number in this bill, feeling 
assured, however, that if an error has been committed, it is in excess 
rather than in deficiency of the amount Gis RS This is done 
because we do not wish to fall below oné do in making ample 
provision to pay off the Army for past service. 

For the remaining eight months of this fiscal year it is proposed 
in this bill that appropriations shall be made to supply the actual 
force in service on the Ist day of the present month of November. 
All reliable sources concur in the fact that there are not more than 
twenty thousand enlisted men in service to-day; and this bill pro- 
vides that the Army shall not be recruited above the number actually 
in the service on the Ist day of this month. Hence the committee’s 
estimate is calculated upon the basis of that number. We think 
the sum pro to be appropriated is ample, and in my judgment 
in some items full large; but as the exigencies of the service vary, 
sometimes costing more than can be foreseen even by the most astute 
and experienced officers, we have therefore settled upon the several 
items as the probable sum necessary to meet the requirements of the 
service. 

The question, therefore, which will naturally suggest itself toevery 
mind is this: Are twenty thousand enlisted men, exclusive of officers, 
sufficient. to meet the legitimate military demands of this country ? 
Upon that question there may be a wide divergence of opinion in 
this House. 

That we may arrive at a proper conclusion on this point, it is néces- 
sary to inquire what are the proper and lawful uses of the regular 
Army of the United States. 

The Constitution of the United States provides that Con may 
“ raise and support armies.” It also provides that “the President 
shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United 
States and of the militia of the several States when called into the 
actual service of the United States.” The Constitution also provides, 
in article 4, section 4, that “ the United States shall guarantee to every 
State in this Union a republican form of government, and shall pro- 
tecteach of them against invasion, and on application of the Legisla- 
ture, or the executive, (when the Legislature cannot be convened,) 
against domestic violence.” In these constitutional ts and limit- 
ations of power, it is manifest that it is in constitutional contempla- 
tion that the civil authorities of the States are expected to preserve 
internal order and protect theirown governments. If, however, the 
States are unable to do so, and should, through the Legislature or 
executive, (the Legislature not being in session,) call upon the Presi- 
dent for military aid, in that case it is his duty to furnish the assist- 
ance asked for. There his right to interfere terminates. In the his- 
tory of this country but a very few instances have occurred where 
Federal interference has been invited by State authorities, except by 
the anomalous and revolutionary State governments which have for 
the last decade disgraced American civilization. For the p of 
maintaining order and preserving the in the States the instances 
are so few and exceptional that we logically assume that for such 
a pupe alone there would not be any necessity of a re Army 
whatever, as State military organizations would answer for such de- 
fense if called into service. 

The universally accepted theory of our system of Government is 
that the States must regulate their own affairs in their own way, 
not inconsistent with the Federal Constitution. Those rights neces- 
sarily carry with them the duty of self-protection by their own civil 
passes. When that theory and practice is abandoned it will be a 
rueful day for republican government. If the ordinary constabulary 
force in a State cannot preserve the peace and protect life and prop- 
erty, and military organizations must be invoked, why not encoura, 
the States to erase, discipline, and arm and equip their militia 
organizations? I am frank to say that I shall favor a liberal appro- 
priation at the next session of Congress for that p 

What are the real and true uses of our zoper rmy in time of 
peace? Simply to furnish a small force to take care of our ordnance 
and forts upon our ocean front, and to protect the border settlements 
upon our Indian frontiers, and to repel the cattle-thieves upon the 
Lower Rio Grande. Now, just whatforce is necessary to perform that 
service it is our duty to amply provide for; and when I say amply I 
mean it. I would aceouter the United States soldier with all of the 
improved modern appointments, arms, &c., so that when he meets 
the enemy upon the field of battle he cannot reflect upon a parsimo- 
nious and unfeeling Government because of the unequal means of 
defense with which he is supplied. 

This bill provides to supply a force of twenty thousand men; that 
is, it — not to recruit the Army above the number of enlisted 
men on the Army rolls on the Ist day of this month, which, from the 
most reliable data, is not over twenty thousand enlisted men. 

In 1860 we had as much border frontier and as extended an ocean 
front as we have to-day. Then the Indians outnumbered their pres- 


ent population as much as 50 per cent., and yet our regular Army 
was only about thirteen thousand strong, of all arms. 

There was then no cry for the increase of the at I fear that 
the military spirit which was begotten by the late war has not cooled 
among officers high in command of the regular Army as it did so 
admirably and promptly among the volunteer forces. 

The gigantic and heroic struggle on both sides, in our late civil 
war, has convinced the world that, united, as we happily are to-day, 
the powers of earth could not conquer us upon our own soil. Why. 
then, do we need a large force to man our forts upon the ocean front? 
There is not the least prospect of a foreign war, even remotely. 

Transfer the control of the nomadic and hostile tribes of Indians 
from the Interior to the War Department, and very soon their raids 
would cease and their savage nature would be tamed. 

While, for the reasons urged, the committee did not feel justified 
in entering at this extra session ope as thorough reform on this sub- 
ject as may be properly instituted, and have only made such as will 
not operate inconveniently or harshly to the Army itself, yet it hopes 
that the reform begun but not completed during the Forty-fourth 
Congress will be followed up and wisely consummated by this Con- 
gress during its first regular session. 

I wish to make one other remark in reference to this bill and then 
I will yield the floor. It is in reference to a restriction that was 
placed on the last Army appropriation bill, controlling the use of the 
Army. The Committee on 3 did not deem that, in view 
of recent events, in view of the action of the President in carrying 
out the Constitution, in carrying out the time-honored doctrine of 
non-interference by the General Government with the States, but 
allowing the States to regulate their own affairs in their own way, 
subject only to the provisions of the Federal Constitution, the com- 
mittee did not feel that, in view of recent events and of the action 
of the President in so promptly removing the troops from Louisiana 
and South Carolina, we should express a want of confidence in his 
policy and his determination to allow the people of the States to reg- 
ulate their own affairs in their own way. 

Nothing less than the inexorable demand of civil liberty and free 
government for the Southern States would have induced the demo- 
cratic House of Representatives of the Forty-fourth Congress to refuso 
the ordinary annual appropriation for the maintenance of the regu- 
lar Army of this country. Not, sir, that I would be e eee e wa 
intimating, much less preferring, the ch that the temper and dis- 
position of our regular Army is inimical to civil liberty or local self- 
government; for, with the exception of a few officers high in com- 
mand, the Army has exhibited no political bias, nor been guilty of 
any voluntary oppressions of the people or of defiance of the civil 
authority, which, alas, has been of too frequent occurrence in the last 
decade. No, no, sir; the Army is not to blame. It is created to obey. 
Obedience is the first and paramount duty of asoldier; and althongh 
the solemn authority of courts have been defied, judges and governors 
have been deposed and stripped of the insignia of office, and the doors 
of State-houses have been closed by armed soldiers against the rightful 
entrance of the legally and duly elected representatives of the people, 
and many other similar out have been committed by detach- 
ments of regular soldiers, under the immediate command of their offi- 
cers, acting under orders of superior officers, yet the country well 


knows that the responsibility for all the wrongs to public liberty lies 
at the door of the late Executive and in no manner attaches to the 
Army proper. 


But while Congress and the people acquit the Army of all respon- 
sibility for these great wrongs, it nevertheless was used in the hands 
of the Executive as an involuntary instrument to perpetrate these 
wrongs against constitutional law and free government. Hence the 
advocate of home rule and independent State action limited only b: 
the Federal Constitution felt in the closing hours of the Forty-fourth 
Congress the absolute necessity of embodying in the Army appropri- 
ation bill a restriction denying the use of the money so appropriated 
for the maintenance of the y, if employed to uphold the State 
ib tm of either of the rival governors of Louisiana and of 

nth Carolina. That action, although violently opposed by the re- 
publican side of the House at the time, found a precedent in the ac- 
tion taken by the republicans of this House in the Thirty-fourth 
Congress in reference to the use of troops to uphold the State gov- 
ernment of Kansas, attempted to be set up by the proslavery party 
in that State in 1854. x 

But the independent and responsible course which the last House 
chose to adopt in reference to this subject is derived from a much 
higher, more powerful and ancient source than the republican Repre- 
sentatives of the Thirty-fourth Congress. It is coeval with represent- 
ative government. It springs from the very nature of free govern- 
ment itself. In England for centuries the Commons withheld su 
plies from the Crown whenover redress of grievance could not 
otherwise attained. It is as old, then, as free government in the 
mother-country, and indeed was about the only expression of true 
and unrestricted freedom which the poopie of the realm enjoyed. 
In this country it is the resultant power which springs from the great 
American doctrineof non-intervention and popular sovereignty which 
lies at the base of our free States. What disciple of free government 
will rise and gainsay the right to withhold supplies even from our 
gallant Army, if that Army by a usurping Executive is to be em- 
ployed for the overthrow of theState governments established by the 
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people in their sovereign right and the erection on their ruins of the 
governments of pretenders and usurpers. 

Mr. Chairman, it is not necessary to recur to the argument, so often 
repeated upon this floor and throughout this country, that the United 
States,and not the Executive,are required by the Constitution to 
secure to each State a republican form of government. Under that 
authority the President has no right to decide upon the legality of 
Stategovernments. Thatduty clearly belongs toCon Con 
then, had the right to destroy the means which enabled the Executive 
to usurp this power or 1 of yay . and, sir, it had the 
courage to do so on the 3d of March last. Had it failed to discharge 
its duty, in view of the remarkable and unexampled scenes then tran- 
spiring within these Halls and in this Capito well might the patriot 
have despaired. But with singular unanimity and determination the 
democratic House was animated but by one voice and one will. The 
present Executive of the United States too clearly saw the absolute 
necessity of non-intervention, the right of the people of a State to 

late their own affairs in their own way, subject only to the Con- 
stitution, and hence wisely, as Commander-in-Chief of the Army, 
ordered its removal from the soil of the two prostrate States and thus 
opened the way for the return of peace with its myriad blessings, 
rejoicing the hearts of the people and banishing the dark and lower- 
ing clouds of war which for fifteen years had never ceased to threaten 
every household with the storms of war and paralyzed every interest, 
moral as well as material, in the Southern States. 

The history of these eventful times is too recent to require any 
documentary proofs to establish these charges; the evidence is over- 
whelming and undeniable. But if the volumes of testimony were notat 
hand to establish the unwarrantable and unconstitutional use of the 
Army for the overthrow of the rightful State governments of the peo- 
ple, the prompt action of Mr. Hayes in removing the United States 
troops from Louisiana and South Carolina would leave no doubt of 
the truthfulness of the accusation. Being done, the States being 
once more free, and the political issue of military interference in 
behalf of rotten-borough State governments being forever abandoned, 
and henceforth no more to be considered a factor in determining the 
strength of our meron establishment, we can now calmly and dis- 
passionately consider the question of a reduction of the Army from 
at Jeast a non-partisan stand-point. 

The committee, therefore, after a calm consideration and full dis- 
cussion, to omit the insertion of the restriction upon the use of 
the Army, which was so persistently urged 1 this side of the House 
at the last session, and which failed to meet the approval at the other 
F of the Capitol, and therefore resulted in the failure of the Army 
Dill. 

I repeat, sir, that despotic policy of military absolutism, under the 
late Executive, having yielded to the milder and more peaceful modes 

inted out by the Constitution of the United States, there is there- 

ore no necessity for the insertion of the restriction in this bill, but 
on the contrary potent and patent reasons for its omission. I hope 
it will be the pleasure of this Congress before it adjourns its labors 
to mature and enact such legislation as will in future be a guide to 
the Executive of this country in the use to which the Army of the 


Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman from Louisiana [Mr ROBERTSON 
informs the Honse that the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Hooker 
is entirely mistaken in supposing that any of the force was used at 
Baton 22 

Mr. HOO. All I wanted was to get information upon the 


subject. 

Me SINGLETON. The chairman of the committee will allow me 
to say that when the General of the Army was before our committee 
the question was distinctly put to him what number of troops there 
were in the South at the time of the inanguration of the President 
of the United States, Mr. Hayes. He answered four regiments, 
three hundred men to each ment; that two of those regiments 
had been removed, and two remained in the South; that these were 
all the troops now within the borders of the Southern States. We 
did not interrogate him particularly as to the cavalry ; but the in- 
ference from his remarks clearly was that there were no troops in 
a Saar except two regiments. That was his statement upon the 
subjec 

. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, I have but one other remark to make, 
and that is as to the use of the Army. It seems to me that our Army 
should be used simply for the protection of our ocean front and the 
defense of the er settlements from the attacks of the savage In- 
dian tribes. : 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man one question. Does he find fault with the use of United States 
troops to aid in preserving order in West Virginia? > 

Mr. ATKINS. Iwill leave the gentleman to answer his own ques- 
tion; it has nothing to do with this appropriation bill. I could give 
the gentleman my opinion; but it is not pertinent to this bile I 
pronose to yield ten minutes to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 

00; 


D. 

Mr. COVERT. Will the gentleman, before he takes his seat, an- 
swer one question? I did not clearly understand his statement with 
reference to the amount appropriated in this bill for the item of 
clothing, and as to whether the amount thus appropriated is to cover 
the cost of clothing for two years or one year. 

Mr. ATKINS. The amount appropriated is $900,000. The estimate 
is $1,250,000. The appropriation made last year was $606,000; but it 
is believed that $900,000 will supply clothing for the Army for more 
than a Shas en for a year and six months. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, I would like to obtain from the 
chairman of the committee some information as to the purposes for 
which it is proposed to expend this appropriation on page 7: 

For all contingent expenses of the Army not provided for by other estimates, 
and embracin: branches of the milita; to be ded under th - 
Rrinte sede af the Recreate of Wie shiek 5 Ware 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, with reference to that item the usual 
appropriation has been $100,000, The appropriation of last year was 
$50,000. But Secretary McCrary, who was before our committee, in- 
formed us that only $25,000 of that $50,000 had been expended, so 
that $25,000 is stillon hand. The committee thought that as Secre- 
tary McCrary is a pretty fair man we had probably better give him 
$40,000, and if there should be a surplus it would be cov into the 


United States is to be put, and that henceforth the Army shall never | Treas 


again be employed for such anti-republican and unconstitutional pur- 
poses as that of upholding or overthrowing State governments. 

I suppose some of our friends on this side of the House may perhaps 
differ with us on that point; but I have this to say, if the same cir- 
cumstances existed now that existed eight months ago when that 
Army appropriation bill failed, I should stand squarely by the re- 
striction, no matter what the consequences might be. Happily for 
the country, however, times have changed; that state of circum- 
stances has passed away. Itis for us to consider whether or not we 
are willing to impose upon the Army appropriation bill a restriction 
contiolling the use of the Army, when perhaps there is no need for 
it and when perhaps it would cause the defeat of this appropriation 
bill again as it did at the last session of Con t view of 
the matter we omitted the restriction from this bill. 

Mr. HOOKER, I want to make a single inquiry of the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations, [Mr. ATKINS;] that is, as to 
whether he has any information from the Departments—the War De- 

nt or otherwise—of the use which was made of the additional 
force of the Army created by an act of the first session of the Forty- 
fourth Congress, increasing the number of cavalry by twenty-five 
hundred men, where they were used and how they were used! 

Mr. ATKINS. We have no definite answer to that question, be- 
cause that 3 was not put by the committee to the Secretary 
of War. I have understood, as a matter of current history, that it 
was used on our frontier. 

Mr. HOOKER. One other question: whether or not the gentleman 
does not know that a very considerable portion of this force, imme- 
diately after its equipment and armament, was sent to Baton Rouge, 
in the State of Lonisiana, and not to the frontier? 

Mr. ATKINS. That may be true, but if so Ido not see that it 
affects the provision of this bill. As to the use of the Army I have 


very well defined views, and I belicve our committee have some very 
well defined views. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Permit me to state that so far as Baton Rouge 
is concerned none of that cavalry force was used there, but some of 
the regular infantry mounted was used there, 


ury. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. For what purposes is this appro- 
priation to be expended f 

Mr. ATKINS. Well, sir, for various pnurposes—for all manner of 
incidental expenses connected with the Army. It isa general fund 
to be drawn upon for such pu as the Secretary of War may 
think proper, and which cannot be provided for in a general appro- 
priation. This Ld ge was formerly $100,000. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I would like to ask the gentleman a question 
for information. If I have understood his statement aright, the 
committee in framing this bill have proceeded upon the fact that 
for four months immediately ensuing the Ist of Jnly the Army em- 
braced twenty-two thousand men; that since then it has been reduced 
to twenty thousand; and the committee, as I understand, takes it for 

ted—at least I hear no statement to the contrary—that from 
now henceforth to the 30th of June next the Army must, as a matter 
of course, remain at twenty thousand men, or at least must not 
be any larger. Now, I would like to know whether the committee 
has taken the trouble to inform itself whether the present strength 
of the Army is sufficient for the purposes mentioned by the chair- 
man of the committee—the defense of the border settlements. I 
agree with him perfectly that it is no business of the Army to police 
the States; but I say the present songi of the Army is not suffi- 
ciont, and upon another occasion I will prove to this Hones that it 
has not been sufficient for the purposes mentioned by the gentleman. 

Mr. ATKINS. This is a mere matter of opinion. The gentleman 
has simply asked me a question as to my opinion, and I have given 
that opinion in the few remarks [have submitted. So far as regards 
keeping up the Army to twenty thousand men, there is a provision 
in the bill a propane 5,000 for the purpose of recruiting. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. The gentleman has misunderstood my ques- 
tion. Iam not merely ee his opinion; I am asking whether the 
committee has taken the trouble toinform itself whether the Army will 
be A 8 enough for necessary purposes of frontier defense from now 
until the Ist.of July next. 

Mr. ATKINS. They have availed themselves of all their means of 
information on that subject. 
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Mr. SCHLEICHER. I am not aware that they have made the 
slightest inquiry on the subject. 

r. SPARKS. I wish to say, in answer to the gentleman from 
Texas, that the bill itself makes specific provision that the Army shall 
not be increased beyond what it was on the Ist day of the present 
November. 

Mr. ATKINS. He understands that. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I understand that perfectly well; but my 
question was directed to know whether the committee in acting on 
that point have taken the trouble to inform themselves of the neces- 
sity for border protection or not? 

Mr. SPARKS. Whether necessary or not? 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. And I understand they have not. 

Mr. SPARKS, They determined it was not necessary by specific- 
ally directing it should not be increased. 

4 Mr. ATKINS. Iyield now ten minutes to the gentleman from New 


ork. 
Mr. FOSTER. I want to say to gentlemen that all the Army off- 
cers have said this was not sufficient. 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman can ventilate that question fully at 
another time. I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Woop.] 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, I have no disposition to participate in 
this particular debate, and if there are any gentlemen upon the floor 
who wish to criticise this bill I will yield the floor to them. The 
remarks I had intended to snbmit to the committee referred to the 
general condition of expenditures and receipts of the Government, 
with some suggestions as to the policy which should govern usin the 
future during this Congress; but as they may take me longer than 
ten minutes I cheerfully yield the floor, and will take some other 
opportunity to present them. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr, Chairman, the Committee on Appropriations, 
as has been said by their chairman, made up this bill upon the basis 
of twenty-two thousand men for four months and twenty thousand 
men for eight months. There has been some controversy already 
upon the floor as to the number of men in the Army. An official 
statement, which I presume is upon the table of the chairman, shows 
that on October 15 we had abont twenty-three thousand men. 

Mr. CLYMER. No; less than twenty-two thousand men. 

Mr. FOSTER. I stand corrected; a little less than twenty-two 
thousand men. Notwithstanding what gentlemen have said, I think 
it is clear it was the opinion of the General of the Army that on the 
Ist day of November there would not be more than twenty thousand 
men. That was an opinion. To-day we have a statement which has 
been read here over the signature of the Paymaster-General, who 
comes to us asking us to increase the amount of pay-appropriation 
because of the mistake we have made. He says that he is informed 
there were about twenty-two thousand men on November 1. 

It is clear, from whatever cause, that the Committee on Appropria- 
tions did not know the exact number of men in the field, There 
may be twenty thousand or there may be twenty-two thousand, and 
the difficulty into which the Committee on Appropriations have fallen 
arises from the fact that they have felt it to be their bounden duty to 
reduce the appropriations for the Army and toreduce the Army itself at 
this session. e minority of the committee have felt they had no de- 
sire to embarrass the action of the majority. They were exceedingly 
anxious to come into this House agreed, notwithstanding theydo bee 
lieve the Army at twenty-five thousand men is as small as the de- 
mands of the country would warrant. They are not now disposed to 
make factious opposition to the action of the rap bo They will 
test, perhaps, on a question or two, the sense of the House, but not 
beyond that. We do not have the heart, Mr, Chairman, to do this 
when we know the officers of the Army up to this date have lost 
pertapa $200,000 in interest by the delay and carelessness of this 

fouse. For three weeks they have lost more than $50,000 of interest 
and are now aing $2,000 a day. 

I say then, without expressing any opinion at this time whether 
this Army ought to be reduced or not, but reserving that question 
for the bill in the regular session, that we are not disposed to make 
factious opposition at this time. My own impression is that we ought 
to make appropriation for twenty-five thousand men. I believe it 
would be asad mistake which this Congress and this country, be- 
fore the year rolls around, would discover, if this bill should pan 
as it now stands. It is an invitation to Indian hostilities and to 
Mexican raids, for the mere purpose of saving only a few thousand 
dollars; for it is notorious to Army authorities, including General 
McClellan, recently elected governor of New Jersey, that the cost of 
transportation for a small army more than pays for an increased num- 
ber of men, so that twenty-five thousand men, in fact, can be main- 
tained for abont the same money as twenty thousand men. 

Mr. Chairman, having said this much I desire to call attention to 
what has been done in a general way. The appropriations last year 
for the maintenance of the Army were $27,632,375.50. We arecalled 
upon to provide a deficiency of $1,200,000, to add to that, making for 
the maintenance of the Army for the past year $28,832,375.50. We 
appropriate in this bill—I do not know the exact sum, but about 
$25,763,000, making a reduction of over three millions between the 
appropriations of this year and the expenditures of the past year. 

make the prediction now as I made many such predictions in the 
last Congress, that we will be compelled, if this bill is passed upon its 
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present basis, to make an ee for deficiencies the coming 
year of at least $2,000,000 or $2,500,000. Istood up here in this House in 
the last Congress and undertook to show that the democratic represen- 
tation that you had reduced expenses $30,000,000 was a mistake. The 
books are posted, the year is closed, and the actual reduction you 
made is about seventeen or eighteen millions of dollars, Now I make 
this prediction, that if you pass this bill in its present shape you will 
be compelled to appropriate for deficiencies for this year at least two 
and a half millions of dollars. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I ask the gentleman how there 
ean possibly be a deficiency of two and a half millions of dollars, when 
there is only a deficiency of $1,200,000 on the appropriation bill for 
the year ending June 30,1877? For if that deficiency be added to 
the appropriation made for an army of twenty-five thousand men 
the sum total wonld be about $28,000,000, and this bill appropriates 
nearly $26,000,000 for an ae 20 per cent. smaller. 

Mr. FOSTER. My friend from New York is a new member of the 
committee. If he will examine the figures carefully he will find that 
the appropriations for last year were $27,632,375 50. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Does not that include the extra 
twenty-five hundred cavalry ? 

Mr. FOSTER. It includes all the appropriations for the Army. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. It includes the appropriations for the 
extra cavalry not longer to be appropriated for. 

Mr. FOSTER. Are they not in the Army? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. They are the cavalry on the frontier 
that have been disbanded and are now out of the Army. 

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Here is the item in the bill: 

Including amount appropriated for increased cavalry force, $1,637,400. 

Mr. FOSTER. That is for the cavalry on the Mexican frontier, the 


ten regiments, not the twenty-five hundred disbanded. 
its EWITT, of New York. I beg the gentleman's pardon. He is 
mistaken—— 


Mr. FOSTER. I wish to go on. The gentleman is a little new yet 
as a member of the Appropriation Committee, He will find I am 
right, but it is bard to convince him. 

r. MILLS. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio a question. 
What was the number of cavalry in the Army of the United States 
on the Ist day of July last? 

Mr. FOSTER. Ido not know the exact number. There were ten 
regiments of cavalry and five of artillery; the exact number of men 
I do not know. 

Mr. BANNING. If the gentleman will allow me, I will tell him 
how many cavalry there were on the first of this month. 

Mr. MILLS. I want to know what was the number on the Ist of 


July. 

Mr FOSTER. Ido not know the exact number. There are ten 
regiments and the authorized strength is about eleven thonsand. 
In the matter of regular supplies we appropriate for subsistence 
$2,370,000. The Department estimates $2,803,000. I am giving round 
numbers, They had last year $2,700,000. My friend, the chairman 
of the committee, on this matter of subsistence attacks the estimates 
of the Department, because he says we have not got the cavalry force 
we had last year. He says there is no use of making appropriations 
for the purchase of cavalry horses, for we have got the horses. Now, 
we were told, Mr. Chairman, by the officers who came before us that 
the appropriation of last year was insufficient. They made no defi- 
ciency because they were compelled to feed their cavalry horses on 
hay alone, not a en any grain It is proposed to make a re; 
duction here of $300,000 or $400,000. . 

And now, how is this to be done? It can be done but in one way, 
and that is to furnish to the men and the animals belonging to the 
Army a less amount of subsistence than their actual wants require. 
Then farther, under the head of regular supplies, we make a reduc- 
tion of $700,000 from the estimates in the matter of transportation, 
The Department asked $4,400,000 ; we appropriate $4,200,000, making 
a reduction of $200,000 from the estimates; and on this item alone 
we have a deficiency of $1,200,000 for the past year. Now, I am not 
going to attack this Lp pomp to appropriate $4,200,000, but I ap- 
prehend it is just as clear as noonday that a deliciency will occur 
next year as it did the past year. 

In the matter of incidental expenses we cut down the appropria- 
tion $200,000, making it $50,000 less than last year, when the Army 
officers come before us and tell us that they are unable, on account 
of want of appropriation, to offer a reward for deserters, and that 
they are obliged to cut off many things that they heretofore had 
occasion to use and the necessities of the Army required. 

I will detain the committee but a moment longer to simply repeat 
what I said at the beginning of my remarks, that the minority of 
this House, perhaps, will test the sense of the Committee of the 
Whole upon some of the propositions in the bill, but we are not dis- 

to be factions in our opposition. We say that in what we do 

ere we do not commit ourselves to anything as to our action in the 

future, and I make the prediction now that this reduction is a serious 

mistake; that it isan invitation to Indian hostilities and to Mexican 

raids, and that before the year rolls around we will be called upon 
to make very large appropriations for deficiencies. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, I did not desire to interrupt the gentleman, 
but will he permit me to ask him a question! 
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Mr. FOSTER. I propose to yield to the gentleman from Michigan, 
Sak 8 but I will hear the question of the gentleman from 

entucky. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I did not wish to interrupt the gentleman, but 
I understood him to say that on the Ist of July the authorized 
strength of the cavalry in the Army of the United States was eleven 
thonsand men. 

Mr. FOSTER. My friend from Indiana, [Mr. Baker, j on my right, 
gave me the figures from official data. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. So Iunderstood. I desire, then, to ask whether 
under the authority given by this bill, that the ten cavalry regi- 
ments shall be increased to twelve hundred men each, this bill, mak- 
ing no provision for a decrease of the artillery or infantry force, does 
not, in fact, contemplate an increase of the Army rather than a de- 


crease. 

Mr. FOSTER. A decrease in one way, an increase in the other. 
But I wish the gentleman would ask that question of the chairman 
of the committee. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will, then, at the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, ask the question of the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. CONGER, I believe I am entitled to the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] has 
yielded to the gentleman from Kentucky to ask a question. 

Mr. CONGER. I understand that the gentleman wants to transfer 
his question from the gentleman from Ohio to another gentleman. 

Mr. FOSTER. I yielded the floor to the gentleman from Michigan, 
but I also yielded tothe gentleman from Kentucky to ask a question. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I have submitted the question, and I regret 
that I have not been furnished with an answer. 

Mr. FOSTER. Iam willing that the chairman should answer. 

Mr. CONGER. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, Then I will inquire of the chairman of the 
Committee on re heres ey the gentleman from Ohio, a member 
of that committee having said that in round numbers the authorized 
cavalry strength of the Army on the ist of July was about eleven 
thousand men—— 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, I can give the gentleman the figures, 
10,940, including officers. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Then it appears the authorized strength of 
the cavalry was less than eleven thousand men, and here is a propo- 
sition authorizing it to be increased to twelve thousand men. I ask 
whether, there being no provision made for the reduction of the in- 
fantry or the artillery force, the bill reportan by the committee does 
not contemplate an increase instead of a decrease of the aggregato 
force of the Army. 

Mr. ATKINS. As I understand it the cavalry force is authorized 
at the number stated by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. BAKER. 
That is the authorized force. Who knows what the actual force o 
the cavalry branch of the service is? The number of regiments is 
only ten, and the bill provides that companies “may be,” not “shall 
be,” recruited so as to raise the number of the regiment to twelve 
hundred men. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, Then the regiment of cavalry will amount to 
twelve hundred men, 

Mr. ATKINS. The language of the bill is that they “may be re- 
eruited to one hundred men in each company.” The Committee on 
8 have agreed to an amendment which provides that the 
whole number of enlisted men in the Army shall not be increased by 
that pares It leaves it optional and discretionary with the Com- 
manding General whether the cavalry force shall be increased. But 
in no event is there to be any increase in the aggregate force of the 


Ms BLACKBURN. Iam satisfied with that answer. The amend- 
ment had not been submitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to know whether the Secretary of War in- 
formed the committee that the force provided for in this bill would 
be sufficient to protect the whole of our frontier. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr, Chairman, I cannot yield further. I know my 
friend from Texas will yield to me. Mr. Chairman, I do not know 
that there is any disposition on the part of gentlemen upon this side 
of the House to discuss this Army bill perry or to make any 
amendments to it. This session was called that Congress might pass 
an Army bill to pay the officers and men of the Army and provide for 
its subsistence. And whether this bill increases the army a little or 
decreases it a little, it is not, in my judgment, worth while to detain 
the House now by a long discussion on amendments. The principal 
objection to the bill of last session has been removed by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations; and I am very glad to meet my friends 
who have presented a bill without that objectionable feature, which 
many of us thonght unconstitutional or at least unwise. 

But] desire to call the attention of this committee and also of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations to two or three matters which I think should 
be provided for in this bill, unless the committee already have some 
such provisions to offer as amendments. One of these is that I think 
this Congress in passing an appropriation bill to pay the arrears of 
payment to men who have been in the service of their country for 
months without pay, and have been compelled to find means of sub- 


sistence as best they might, either on their personal credits, or throngh 
uid of friends, or, almost, in some eases, from charity. I submit to 
the House whether there ought not to be a provision in the bill made 


in good faith to these officers and soldiers to pay them interest from 
the time when the payments would have been due uutil the time 
when they received their money. 

That proposition seems to me so fair, so near the right thing, that 
I had expected the Committee on Appropriations wonld include such 
a provision in this bill. I know of my own knowledge both officers 
and men who have continued in the performance of their duties, 
who have on our frontiers risked life and health and comfort month 
after month, with no pay, with no means provided by their Govern- 
ment for the subsistence of their wives and children at home, and 
with no leave of absence from the field to enable them to return 
even to make such arrangements, but who by letters or by the assist- 
ance of friends have been enabled to procure means here and there 
to meet their family expenses up to the present time. I need not 
dwell upon that proposition. Perhaps there can be no law passed by 
this Congress that restore to the widow of the private soldier 
the money that she in some instances within my own information has 
been compelled to obtain by sacrificing her deceased husband’s claim 
for pay in order to procure a decent funeral for him. I know within 
my own knowledge, and I have been informed of other cases, where 
the widows of soldiers who returned from the frontier wounded 
and who died after they came home have been compelled to sacrifice 
whatever evidences of indebtedness to them their deceased husbands 
possessed for 8 per cent. only of the amount to bury their husbands. I 
would not in this bill provide for such extreme cases as that, for it 
requires more knowledge and more information than I or the House 
possess to do what might be right in snch a matter. 

But in regard to those officers and those men who by neglect of the 
authorities of the Government to provide for their monthly or quar- 
terly pay, whatever the case may be, have been compelled to pay 
interest on loans to enable themselves and families to live, it seems 
to meso clear a proposition that I hope when the proper time comes 
for amendment to this bill the Committee on Appropriations, even 
without further suggestion, will attach a proviso that the paymaster 
shall pay to all officers and to all soldiers entitled to pay from the 
Government, interest at the usual rate from the time the pay became 
due until the payment was made, I will not dwell upon that. If I 
were to express my feelings in regard to cases of hardships that I 
have heard of—__. 

Mr. MONEY. Will the peo yield for a question ? 

Mr. CONGER. Certainly. 

Mr. MONEY. Lask the gentleman tostate one of those cases within 
his knowledge of suffering of the widow of a private soldier. : 

Mr. CONGER. I have been informed 

Mr. MONEY. Givethename, and we wiil have it embodied in a bill 
or joint resolution. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman need not rush into the case with 
such fierce alacrity; we need not have it here in this debate. It is 
enough for me to say that information has been given me within the 
last twenty-four hours that sneh a case existed in this city. 

Mr. MONEY. Very well; I ask for a single case. 

a CONGER, If the gentleman’s sympathies are so much ex- 
cited —— 

Mr. MONEY. I want the gentleman to answer my inquiry. 

Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman’s sympathies are so greatly ex- 
cited that he cannot wait for the information until I have finished 
my few remar i 

Mr. MONEY. If the gentleman has the information, I ask him now 
respectfully to name a single case; give us the name, 

Mr. CONGER. I cannot understand the zeal of the gentleman. 

Mr. MONEY. But you can understand the question, and I can 
understand the answer if you give it. Give an answer to the question, 
if you have the information. 

r. CONGER. Will the gentleman possess his soul in patience for 
a moment? 

Mr. MONEY. I simply ask for the information; and the way for 
the gentleman to my soul in patience is to give the infor- 
mation which he professes to be able to give, but the ability to give 
which I doubt. 

Mr. CONGER. It is barely possible that the gentleman talks this 
way to intimate that the information I have received is incorrect. 
There is a more courteous way to convey that intimation. 

Mr. MONEY. I ask the gentleman directly for the information 
which he says he has, and the gentleman refuses to give me the in- 
formation which he says he has. 

Mr. CONGER. When the gentleman has been longer in this House 
and has learned its courtesies better . 

Mr. MONEY. I cannot learn from the gentleman from Michigan 
because he is not able to teach me. 

Mr. CON GER. When the gentleman has learned better the cour- 
tesies of debate than to dispute a member who makes a statement on 
information, as I have done, he will not rise and require dates and 
times and names and circumstances. All that is important in this 
case is that such instances might exist. All that I say is that I have 
been informed by a member of this House, and have talked with 
others in this city upon the subject, that such a case exists, as it 


may. 

Mr. MONEY. It may, but does it? 

Mr. CONGER. Is it impossible? Does the gentleman’s imagina- 
tion extend to all this class of cases so as to enable him to deny 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


e possibility of such a case? If it does, then let him rise and cate- 
chise me. 

Mr. MONEY. I never denied the possibility. I asked the gentle- 
man for the information which he said he has. 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from Michigan yield to the 
gentleman from l 

Mr. CON GER. I will hear the gentleman. I suppose he wishes to 
apologize. E 

Mr. MONEY. Lask the gentleman for the name of any widow 
who has suffered in the way he has stated. Is the gentleman able to 
give the information? 

1 ae CONGER. If I hear rightly the apology is satisfactory. [Great 
augliter. 

Naw, r. Chairman, I have referred to cases of which I had infor- 
mation that they existed; and that such cases exist in regard to the 
pay of officers no one denies; it is a matter of common information. 

lave referred to these cases that I might call the attention of mem- 
bers to the propriety of providing in this bill that a reasonable inter- 
est might be refunded to officers and soldiers who have been compelled 
to borrow, and had the credit to borrow, money to support their fam- 
ilies because they failed to receive their pay from the Government. 

The Ian esi The time of the gentleman from Michigan has 
expired. 

Mr. FOSTER. I will yield farther to the gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN. For how long? 

Mr. CONGER. I would like about ten minutes. 

Mr. FOSTER. I give the gentleman ten minutes more. 

Mr. CONGER. e Chair will remember that much of m 
was occupied by gentlemen much more able to entertain the 
[Langhter.] 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair extended the gentleman’s time some- 
what. He will proceed. 

Mr. CONGER. A simple allusion to the matter I have been pre- 
senting is all I wished to make, with the uest that if the commit- 
teo should think it proper and just they might prepare an amendment 
to come in at a suitable place for repaying interest to these officers 
and soldiers. 

Now, I wish to call attention to one other proposition. I am not 
myself familiar enough with the cavalry force of the Army to make 
any statements or suggestions; but I do know that my friend from 
Texas [Mr. SCHLEICHER] during the last session of Con labored 
here faithfully with all his great physical and mental strength to 
have Congress provide for an increase of the cavalry force and to 
require that this cavalry force should be stationed along the Rio 
Grande to prevent raids by Mexicans into Texas. The House listened 
to his arguments, and Congress passed a provision of that kind. Now 
the effect of that appeal to Congress laps over into this session and 
is seen in this bill; for I find in line 103 a proviso— 


That cavalry regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company 
and kept as nearly as practicable at that number, 


And I find additional language which it is strange the committee 
should have adopted when they are so much afraid of having troops 
in the South. I find that the committee has embodied into the bill 
this farther provision: 


And a sufficient force of cavalry shall be em in the defenseof the Mexjcan 
and Indien frontiers of Texas. Heres l 


There is no limitation in the language. “A sufficient force shall 
be employed.” How many regiments, how many thousands or tens of 
thousands or twenties of thousands of men constitute “a sufficient 
force?” We all know that in the absence of power on the part of the 
Mexican government there is and will be liability to continued raids 
upon our territory, which Mexico cannot prevent, Woe all know that 
the Government of the United States has authorized our troops to 
pursue marauders and raiders npon Mexican territory. How soon 
that may lead to war—how soon not ten thousand, not twenty thou- 


time 
ouse. 


sand, but fifty thousand or ono hundred thousand men shall be nec- 
essary to protect that frontier, we cannot tell. 
Mr. SPARKS roso. 


Mr. CONGER. I decline to be interrapted now. 

Mr. SPARKS. I understand that the committee will give the gen- 
tleman as much timo as he desires, and I would like to ask him just 
one question. Does he insist that the provision of the bill to which 
he has just referred gives authority to use more men than are provided 
for definitely; that is, ten regiments recruited up to one hun men 
in euch company? Does the gentleman insist that the language he has 
referred to conld by any possible interpretation authorize the Execn- 
tive to go beyond the limit of the Army thus definitely fixed ? 

Mr. CONGER. If the language means anything, it means what it 
says. If it does not mean anything, will the gentleman prevent me 
from giving my own interpretation to it? Almost the entire cavalry 
force of the country, with the addition provided for, was ordered to 
the Texas frontier. Now it is provided that there shall be one hun- 
dred men in each company and that the companies shall be kept as 
nearly as possible at that number. It also makes this general pro- 
vision which my friend from Texas undoubtedly put in for the benefit 
of his State—this broad, snoop clause, that “ a sufficient force of 
cavalry shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and Indian 
frontier of Texas.” 

Mr. SPARKS. I respectfully submit to the gentleman that a suf- 


aoe foree out of the number definitely fixed must be what is in- 
tended. 
Mr. CONGER. But they are all there now; at least they are ordered 


ore. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. If the gentleman will excuse me, they are 
not there now. 

Mr. CONGER. They are on the way there; there may be one or 
two companies somewhere else. 

Mr. MILLS. And they are not enough when they are all there. 

Mr. CONGER. They are not enough when they are all there, as 
every Representative from Texas on this floor will assert to this 
House, and has constantly asserted. It is unfortunate that these 
gentlemen from Texas do not have more credit with their friends on 
the other side of the House when they make these assertions. I be- 
lieve them. [Laughter.] 

There is but one other point to which I wish to call the attention 
of the country and the House. There is Pondan for in this bill the 
reduction of a force and a system which have always received espo- 
cial attention of Con, , and which to-day have planted themselves 
in the good will, the confidence, and the esteem of the American 
people as much as any branch of the civil service, or the military 
service, as it is called, ever has done; which is the beginning, sir, of 
a series of experiments which shall not ie, out the face of the 
earth with its mountains and its rivers, but which shall map out the 
heavens above us with its storms, its cyclones, its coming storms 
and hurricanes, its rains and iis snows. The agriculturists of the 
United States demand not its decrease, but its fostering and its in- 
crease. Yet this committee have provided for the decrease of the 
Signal-Service force of the Uni States when all other civilized 
nations of the world are looking with wonder upon the discov- 
eries 

Mr. ATKINS rose. 

Mr. CONGER. Discoveries which a long series of observations 
and experiments has made, followed by the exhibition of the laws of 
the winds and of the storms; and yet this committee reduces the 
force which makes these experiments. 

. Does the gentleman decline to let me make a state- 
ment 

Mr. CONGER. No; but I wished to finish the interesting para- 
graph which I had commenced. [Laughter.] 

r. ATKINS. I do not expect to attempt to compete with the gen- 
tleman, who is the master of sarcasm and wit, but 1 do wish to correct 
him as to a fact which he has stated. Did I understand the gentle- 
man to say we do not provide for the Signal Corps in this bill? 

Mr. CONGER. Ob, no, sir. 

Mr. ATKINS. I did not hear the gentleman distinctly, but what 
did he say? Did he say that we had decreased the number ? 

Mr. CONGER. I simply said that while they did provide for this 
corps to a certain extent 

r. ATKINS. Now just there leb me read. 

The CHAIRMAN, One at a time. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CONGER. I will read the bill myself: 

Nothing. however, in this act shall be construed to prevent enlistments for the 
3CTTFTFCFCCCCTTTTTT pi ee 

„ en: mon 
ent pach of enlistments have expired. z 

Mr. ATKINS. That is all right. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
> = ee of New York. Thore is no reduction; it is provided 

‘or by law. 

Mr. CONGER. There is a reduction in the force. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. No, sir. 

Mr. FOSTER. How much of my time yet remains? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio is entitled to twenty 
minutes more, but the Chair sup he had given it up. 

Mr. FOSTER. Gentlemen on this side of the House desire to k. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been the desire of the Chair to distribute 
the two hours allowed for general debate fairly between the two sides. 

Mr. FOSTER. I give up my time, and will yield first to the gen- 
tleman from Kansas. 

Mr. DURHAM. I wish to be heard on this question. 

The CHAIRMAN, How ct does the gentleman from Ohio yield 
to the gentleman from Kansas 

Mr. FOSTER. Ten minutes, and the remaining ten I will give to 
the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Chairman, I was very reluctant to speak upon 
this bill, partly because I did not wish to consume the time of the 
House and partly I was very anxious it should pass promptly. 
There are various things in the bill as reported that compel mo to 
speak, however. I visited the Adjutant-General of the Army this 
morning on the subject. The bill, as printed, was laid upon my table 
eaaa and several provisions it contained showed me that this 

ill, in which I had understood there was to be no special legislation, 
contained such special legislation. This House knows as well as the 
committee that by the statutes the Army of the United States is fixed 
at thirty thousand men. By special legislation in Army appropria- 
tion bills that number has been reduced to twenty-five thousand men, 
at which it was supposed to stand at the first session of last 8 
I understood when this bill was reported that it was to provide for 
the existing Army under existing law, not making a forced estimate 
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of temporary casualties, and this House is very well aware of the 
obnoxious precedents of including special legislation in Army or other 
appropriation bills. Now, there is on the statute a Jaw creating the 
Army and defining its different branches, its strength, and its organ- 
ization; but when you come in with an appropriation bill filled with 
special legislation it is an obnoxious thing which ought not to be 
tolerated by this House on any such bill, and which certainly can find 
no legitimate place on this. 

I to call attention to one or two points in the bill which must 
strike every gentleman in the Honse. General Townsend, the Adju- 
tant-General of the Army, told me this morning, within two hours 
from this time, that from official data they had the Army stood at 
twenty-two thousand men. 

Mr. ATKINS. Why did not General Townsend tell the Committee 
on Appropriations that fact three days ago? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Ionly state what he said to me within two hours, 
and I think there is a mere misconception as to dates and facts. 

Mr. ATKINS. I have stated what General Townsend told us three 


days ago. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Istate to the House that underthe appropriation bill 
cutting it down the Army nominally stood at twenty-five thousand 
men. I wish to state to this committee and to the House that at the 
beginning of this session the United States Army had endured and 
was closing the most arduous and exacting 3 witnessed for 
many years. I only state to the gentleman a fact which must be 
well known, that the Army could not be in position to furnish the 
actual result of casnalties from sickness, disability, and other causes. 
We not only lost many in battle, but, as every military man knows, 
fatiguing pursuit weakens the numbers and force of the Army. It 
was necessarily reduced, so they cannot have the exact data after such 
a harassing war. But I wish to ask the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations if being reduced by these bloody combats, by the 
fatigues of those long marches, and by the terrible incidents of the 
war of this year and by numerous desertions of an unpaid soldiery 
whose families might be starving, and to secure the arrest of whom 
there was no funds, you will make use of this chapter of accidents 
to cut the Army down to the standard to which it has been reduced 
by Chief Joseph and Sitting Bull, and make a change in the law from 
twenty-five thousand to twenty thousand men in this bill? 

Now, I wish to call the attention of the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. 
SCHLEICHER] to this fact: I have read his able report, made in the 
last Congress, with great interest, There is provision here to cover 
his case, and I wish to call his attention and the attention of the 
chairman of the committee to this item: 

For purchase of horses for the cavalry and artillery, and for the Indian scouts, 
and for such infantry as may be mounted, $200,000: Provided, That cavalry regi- 
ments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, and kept as nearly 
as a at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry shall be employ 
in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontiers of Texas. 

The chairman of the committee on this floor says that he has placed 
the appropriations for the Army upon the basis of twenty thousand 
men. He proposes to increase by six thousand the cavalry force. 
General Townsend told me that the word“ may“ would be construed 
and must be construed by the Department to mean “shall.” 

Mr. BANNING. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Yes, sir, 

Mr. BANNING. The gentleman says that General Townsend told 
him the word “ may” must be construed as meaning “shall.” Now, 
in the first session of the Forty-fourth Congress we passed a law 
exactly as is now proposed, and General Townsend has only made 
the cavalry seven thousand strong. If that is his interpretation, 
why has he not acted opon it before? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Perhaps he was acting on it until you stopped 
appropriations. The purpose of this provision in the bill is to 
provide for the defense suggested by the gentleman from Texas, 
which requires that the ten cavalry regiments be raised to eleven 
onana or twelve thousand men; but either it is not designed to do 

is— 

Mr. BANNING. The gentleman does not answer my question. 
This has been the law for two years. 

Mr. BLOUNT. But never has been the practice. 

Mr. BANNING. As the gentleman says, it never has been the 
8 Therefore if General Townsend says what has been stated 

y the gentleman from Kansas, he is not practicing what he 
believes. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I will say for General Townsend that what I 
suppose he did mean was this: The bill says that the cavalry regi- 
ments may be recruited and kept as nearly at that number of one 
hundred men in each company as practicable. Now, I ask the gen- 
tleman if that language is not specific? 

Mr. BANNING. What is the gentleman’s question ? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. It says: 

Provided, That cavalry regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each 
company and kept as nearly as practicable at that number. 

Is not that language sufficiently explicit? Does it not require him, 
if practicable, to so recruit? But it must not be forgotten that for 
some time back there has been no money to pay recruiting expenses ; 
none by the second session of last Congress, and so little iy the first 
session as not to leave the Adjntant-General the power to so recruit. 

Mr. BANNING. Isay that that has been the law for the last two 
years. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I understand that very well, or rather for one 
year. But here is an express provision in the appropriation bill re- 
quiring that certain troops shall be stationed for a certain pu 
in a certain place, usurping the function of the General of the Army. 
Can Congress command an army and say where its troops shall be 
disposed? This requires a special force, and they cannot be so sta- 
tioned without this increase. We order troops there now needed 
elsewhere, and with the appropriations this bill pro we deci- 
mate the infantry force to get this cavalry. Above all we do not in 
this bill furnish adequate means to recruit even these, and how can 
we reproach the officers of the Army for not recruiting? 

Mr. BANNING. That provision was also in the bill two years ago. 
The gentleman from Texas [Mr. SCHLEICHER } had it put in then. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. As my time hasnearly expired, I want to call the 
attention of the committee to the point to which I particularly wished 
to call attention when I rose. The chairman of the committee says 
that he has appropriated for the pay of the Army on the basis of 
twenty thonsand men. Well, if you recruit the ten cavalry regi- 
ments to the strength proposed, you have then twelve thousand 
men. Then there are five regiments of artillery, including by the 
law twelve hundred men each, for the defense of our forts and the 
whole of our frontier along the seaboard, and the care of our stores. 
You therefore leave for the twenty-five infantry regiments under 
the provisions of this bill only about three thousand men. You cut 
them down to that number if you carry out the provisions of this 
appropriation bill. You take from the infantry regiments what you 
propose to give to the cavalry, be that more or less; for unless you 
are doing this, you make no provision in this bill for paying them. 
If for the defense of the frontier of Texas and the Indian frontier 
this addition is made to the cavalry command, you take a correspond- 
ing number of men from the twenty-five regiments of infantry, and 
you must do so. Now, why did we have the expensive and horrible 
disasters on the frontier? When General Gibbon attacked Joseph 
he had six companies of men, and he had, as the Adjutant-General 
informs me, just one hundred and twenty-six men in the six com- 

anies. 
£ Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. One hundred and thirty-three men. 

Mr. ATKINS. If the gentleman from Kansas desires to know ex- 
actly how many cavalry were in the service from the 15th of October, 
I will inform him. I have here a statement showing the number of 
enlisted men in the regular Army in the cavalry service, compiled 
from returns received at the Adjutant-General’s Office up to the Lith 
of October, the number being seventy-nine hundred and fifty-seven. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The gentleman cannot deny, it is very apparent, 
that every additional man you put on those cavalry companies must 
come from the infantry,some four thousand men. The gentleman 
admits that his appropriation is based on the present decreased con- 
dition of the Army. It is reduced below the legal standard by a terri- 
ble campaign; reduced by the desertions of an unpaid soldiery; ro- 
duced because the last Congress made no provision to enlist men or cap- 
ture deserters. I think the difference of statement between General 
Sherman and General Townsend, if made as stated, might easily be 
accounted for by the casualties from August to November, and if it 
should continue at the same rate and handfuls of men and skeletons of 
companies are to be sent against the savages, before another year we 
may have neither any Army nor a soldier to pay. General Gibbon 
went into that battle with one hundred and thirty men in six com- 
panies. Iam told by the Adjutant-General that the law authorizes 
an infantry regiment to have fifty men to a company, but ‘that 
these companies did not average thirty men to a company. If six 
companies of fifty men had been there the war would have then ended. 

Mr. FOSTER. I yield the balance of my time to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. DuRHAM.] 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky has ten minutes. 

Mr. DURHAM. I dislike, Mr. Chairman, as I have stated upon a 
former occasion, to see party politics thrown into the discussion of 
an appropriation bill, and I must say in all candor to one of my col- 
leagues on the committee, the Representative from Ohio, [Mr. Fos- 
TER, ] that he seems nearly all the time to be doing that. I noticed 
his course in the last Congress, and his readiness to undertake to throw 
party politics into the discussion of an appropriation bill. 

Now, my distinguished friend from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] wants 
to know whether we will not allow interest on the appropriations 
for the pay of the Army, and he drew a vivid picture of some lono 
widow who may have been compelled to sell her bills and all that 
kind of thing. Now, I might ask the gentlemen upon the other side, 
upon whom rests this dread responsibility ? If my distinguished friend 
from Michigan undertakes to lay the responsibility at the door of the 
democratic party, I say to him that he is wrong. This side of the 
House made an appropriation for the Army and sent it to the other 
end of the Capitol, where there was a majority against us, and they 
rejetted the bill. Now, therefore, I say that upon the opposite party 
hangs the responsibility of all this distress, if there be any, so far as 
our soldiers or their widows are concerned, and not upon us. I would 
ask, in addition to that, where further rests the responsibility? When 
the two Houses, acting upon their own separate responsibility, failed 
to upon that appropriation bill at the last session of Congress, 
upon whom then devolved the responsibility? He who sits at the 
other end of the Avenue had it within his power before the last Con- 
gress had got beyond the limits of the city to have called an extra 
session and proyided against this contingency. 
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Then, Mr. Chairman, there would have been no necessity for the 
specch of the distinguished gentleman from Michigan, [ Mr. CONGER. ] 
I think proper to make this explanation simply because gentlemen 
scek to throw the responsibility on this side. But I hope J can divest 
myself of all that kind of party prejudice and come a ig the ques- 
tion as I find it. That qnestion is, Have we made a sufficient appro- 
priation for the Army now in the field? If we have made a sufficient 
provision for what is required, the question as to what shall be the 

uture status of the Army does not enter into the matter of the ap- 
propriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878. 

I will state, sir, as a member of the committee what the chairman 
of the committee has already said, that the General of the Army came 
before the Committee on Appropriations and stated in his official 
capacity that on that day there did not exceed the number of twenty 
thousand men in the Army. The Army rolls, then, as stated by the 
chairman of the committee, showed that on the last day of August 
there were only twenty-one thousand and odd men, and it is my recol- 
lection that General Sherman stated that a reduction had been going 
on, and he gave it as his firm conviction, not as a mere matter of be- 
lief, that there was not in the Army a single man beyond twenty 
thousand. 

I wish to say, for one, that if I believed there was a single man 
more on the rolls of the Army above this number I would have moved 
an amendment to limit this number to twenty thousand men. I hope 
I am not divulging the secrets of the committee when I state that 
the principle actuating the committee was relying on the statement 
of the General of the Army and of the Adjutant-General that there 
were not more than twenty thousand men on the rolls of the Army. 

Mr. FOSTER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DURHAM, I will yield for a question, 

Mr. FOSTER. Did I understand the gentleman to state that the 
committee relied upon the statement of the General of the Army? 

Mr. DURHAM. I did. 

Mr. FOSTER. Did he not tell you that yon had better disband the 
Army than to reduce it to twenty thousand men? 

Mr. DURHAM. Iam not going to have such questions injected 
into my remarks. If we had pandered to the prejudices of men who 
like to hear the martial tramp of untold thousands, we might have 
increased the Army to forty thousand men; but he said in so many 
words “that he wanted forty thousand, and that you might as well 
disband the Army and be done with it as to reduce the Army to 
twenty thousand men.” 

Mr. FOSTER, I do not think that General Sherman stated that he 

wanted forty thousand men. 
Mr. DUR í. My friend, whenever it comes against his side, 
shuts one ear, He reminds me of a friend of mine of whom it was 
said that he had lost half of his recollection, who owned that he 
recollected everything owed to him, but forgot everything that he 
owed. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FOSTER. I only make the correction as due to the General of 
the Army. 

Mr. DURHAM. I can call upon four or five of my colleagues on 
the committee to prove that what I said is true. 

Mr. FOSTER. I think you have mistaken General McClellan for 
the General of the 8 A : 

Mr. DURHAM. Oh, McClellan is ringing in the ears of the gentle- 
man to-day, and I do not wonder at his talking about McClellan. It 
shows that my friend’s mind is rnnning upon politics instead of 
looking at what the country demands so far as the regular Army is 
concerned. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest that it is not in order 
to refer in the House to what has transpired in the committee. 

Mr. DURHAM. It was done by gentlemen on the other side. 

The CHAIRMAN. The matter has gone very far, and the Chair 
thinks NAN ed to remind gentlemen of the rule. 

Mr. DURHAM. Very well, then I will adopt the precedent set by 
our distinguished presiding officer at this time, and “take it all back.” 
{Laughter.] I mean so far as the election is concerned. 

I wish to make a statement distinctly in behalf of the committee 
and myself. And I am not fresh on this subject. I refer to the rec- 
ord of the last two Congresses, which shows that I have advocated 
the reduction of the standing Army to fifteen thousand men. And 
if I could have my way to-day, without injury to those in the public 
service, I would reduce the army now to fifteen thousand men. But 
believing that there were on the 1st day of July of the present fiscal 
year about twenty-two thousand men in the Army and believing that 
there were in actual service on the Ist day of November twenty thou- 
sand men, and that it might work hardship to reduce the number by 
this bill, I am willing to accept the provisions of this bill. I did it 
somewhat reluctantly in committee, and I do it now somewhat reluc- 
tantly. But I stand by the provisions of this bill, believing that, 
from everything which was said before the committee by the higher 
officers of the Army, they were justified in believing that there were 
twenty thousand men in the Army of the United States on the 1st 
day of November, a few days ago. 

Now, what is necessary for us todo? This appropriation bill is based, 
as the chairman has stated, upon the estimate of twenty-two thon- 
sand men in service from the beginning of the fiscal year to the Ist 
day of November and twenty thousand men for the balance of the 
fiscal year. I believe the appropriation is ample. 1 do not believe 
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there is one single man over that number in the Army, if we can 
believe these high Army officers. But if gentlemen on the other 
side have had something communicated to them in the dark by these 
high officials which they have not communieated to the Committee 
on Appropriations, then I serve notice on those gentlemen that I 
am willing to take the high responsibility of putting in the bill itself 
the limitation that recruiting shall cease until the Army is reduced 
below twenty thousand men. But I do not believe that that is now 
necessary, although that would be my idea, if there were any possible 
controversy on that subject. 

Now one other idea. I know there is a feeling on this side of the 
Honse, I will not say ee but to a very considerable extent, to limit 
the operation of the Army. I stood by that provision in the last Army 
appropriation bill as steadfastly as any man on this floor. And sur- 
round me again with the same state of circumstances and I would 
stand now as I did then for such a provision, although I believe 
that general legislation incorporated into an appropriation bill is 
objectionable as a general thing. 

As was remarked by the distinguished chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations, [Mr. ATKINS, ] he who sits at the other end of the 
Avenne when he came into power acted so promptly in withdrawing 
the troops from the Southern States, where they had been acting so 
badly, controlling elections and putting men into office who had not 
been elected—he acted so promptly that for the present I am willing 
to stand by this bill without putting any limitation in it, until the 
Judiciary Committee can frame a law that will meet any and all con- 
tingencies that may arise. 

Here the hammer fell.] 
he CHAIRMAN. The ten minutes yielded by the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Foster] have expired. 

Mr. DURHAM. I think I have aright to claim a little of the time 
to he allowed to the next gentleman. 

Mr. SINGLETON. If I am recognized by the Chair as entitled to 
the floor, I will yield to the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky desires a few 
minutes more to complete his remarks, and the Chair will then recog- 
an the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] for the rest of 
the time. 
= 1. nena at How much more time is there left for general’ 

ebate 

TheCHAIRMAN. Generaldebate will closeathalf-past two o'clock; 
there are twenty-five minutes more for general debate. The Chair 
would suggest to the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] 
that the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. DurHAM] will finish his 
remarks in a few minutes, and then the Chair will recognize the gev- 
tleman from Mississippi for the rest of the time. 

Mr. DURHAM. I was going on to say that, having confidence that 
the President would carry out that policy which he has inaugurated 
by withdrawing the troops from the Southern States, I prefer to wait 
until the Committee on the Judiciary, after looking over the whole 
law and taking into consideration the provisions of the Constitution 
of the United States, shall frame a general law that will meet this 
state of the case. But I repeat, what I have already stated, that, if 
we were surrounded now by the same circumstances as then, I would 
never vote a dollar nor a man unless with this restriction incorpo- 
rated in the bill. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. The gentleman speaks of the policy inangurated 
by the President. Does he not mean the policy supported by the 
democratic- penya 3 

Mr. DURHAM. Perhaps I should have said that the President 
stands upon the democratic ground in his policy of non-intervention 
with the local affairs of the States, nnless when the Constitution 
requires that he shall send Federal troops into the States, according 
to the provisions of the Constitution, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I would like the gentleman to inform the 
House if he knows how many men sre in the Army at the present 
time. 

Mr. DURHAM. I rely upon what the General-in-Chief of the Army 
ned 9 that there were not more than twenty thousand men in 
the Army. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And you have framed this appropriation bill 
in accordance with what he stated was the possible strength of the 


my? 

Mn DURHAM. Yes. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. How could you arrive at the amount neces- 
sary to be appropriated, without knowing how many soldiers there 
were in service? 

Mr. DURHAM. We relied upon what the officers said, and conse- 
quently made the calculation by the rations, transportation, and 
everythin g ele, that there were about twenty thousand men. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Have you reliable information as to the num- 
ber of soldiers in the Army? 

Mr. DURHAM. Only such mformation as we have from the officers 
of the Army. The only officials authorized to give the committee 
any statement as to the regular force of the Army were before the 
committee and made the statements which have been recited by the 
chairman of the committee. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Is the information you have from the last 
morning reports of the Army ? 

Mr. DURHAM. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN. Is it not the fact that there are orly about 
eighteen thousand men in the Army at the present time? 

Mr. DURHAM. Ido not know, except that the General of the 
Army stated thatthe force did not ex ewonty thousand men, and 
he did not believe there were twenty thousand. Now I hope the 
gentleman is satisfied. I am reminded by one of my colleagues that 
the Adjutant-General corroborated this statement, as did also the Sec- 
retary of War, and all the Army officers having chargo of this matter 
who were before us. I will say that while [am willing to appropriate 
for twenty thousand men for the remainder of this fiscal year, I 
give notice now that when the next Army appropriation bill comes 
up my intention is not to vote one dollar for the support of a force 
exceeding fifteen thousand men, because I believe such a force is 
ample for the protection of the frontier, and I am satisfied that the 
Army should not be used except as stated by my friend, the chairman 
of the committee, for the protection of our sea-coast and for frontier 
defense, I beg 1 5555 of the House if I have exceeded my time. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Chairman, in the few remarks I shall make 
I will endeavor to be truthful and candid. Iam sorry that this debate 
has taken a political turn. The Committee on Appropriations, with- 
out attempting to increase or diminish the Army, havo endeavored, 
from the best information they could obtain, to make appropriations 
for the payment of the men who are in service. To accomplish this 
end we sought information from every source from which we believed 
it conld properly be derived. We had the General-in-Chief of the 
Army before us, as well as the Adjutant-General and some of the 
subordinate officers, who all submitted their statements. Our pur- 
pose was to make provision for the Army up to the present time 
according to numbers that have been in the service, this being an 
amount already due, and then to appropriate for the remainder of 
the present fiscal year according to the number of men found upon 
the Army rolls at this date. This we deemed a just and proper mode 
of providing for the wants of the Army. 

General Sherman, who should know all about these things if ho 
does not, came before the committee and made certain statements, 
which I reduced to writing at the time for fear there might be some 
misunderstanding when we came to the discussion of the bill. He 
stated that at present there were not twenty thousand men in the 
‘service; that by reason of deaths, desertions, and discharges the Army 
had been reduced to a point where there were not more than twenty 
or twenty-five men in very many of the companies. Now, you can 
make your own calculation. Take twenty-five regiments, the num- 
ber of infantry, with ten companies each, and allow twenty-five men 
or thirty men if you please to each company, and you will find that 
General Sherman was correct in his estimate, despite reports sent in 
from books hept in the offices of the Department. 

Acting upon the principle that we were to make appropriations 
for the number of men actually in service up to the present time, this 
being a debt due, we took the estimate furnished by the yp year 
General and caf cineca for twenty-two thousand men for the first 
four montbs of the present fiscal year, and then relying upon General 
Sherman’s estimate, we provided for twenty thousand men for the re- 
maining eight months. What else could we dof As a Committee 
on Appropriations, we did not undertake and do not desire to legis- 
late as to the increase or diminution of the Army. That is a ques- 
tion which will come up hereafter at the regular session. It is a 
gravo question, and one that the committee was not charged with 
the duty of deciding or discussing. We are simply making provision 
for the Army as we find it, leaving to Congress hereafter to deter- 
mine through the proper committee, the Committee on Military 
Affairs, whether the Army shall be increased or diminished. 

These are the facts in the case. It is true General Sherman did 
remark that if the Army should be reduced to twenty thousand men, 
it had better be disbanded; that it ought not to be below twenty- 
five thousand men. But the question was particularly asked him 
whether he thonght the United States Army should be used for put- 
ting down labor strikes or other like disorders in the several States 
where they may occur, and he answered emphatically that he thought 
it should. It was, as I understood, with a view to such use of the 
Army in part that he thonght it should be increased. For one I wish 
to be understood now and here that I am o to maintaining a 
standing Army for the purpose of putting down labor strikes in the 
States, at least until it shall be demonstrated to my mind that the 
State authorities are not able to put them down. If we are to deal 
with such disturbances, let it be done through State Legislatures 
and through State militia, not through the Army of the United States. 

We have had enough of United States troops stationed in the States 
to interfere in local affairs, intimidating citizens and to control elec- 
‘tions. I believe, sir, the time has come when the country will not 
8 rmit the Army to be used in any State for any such purpose. 

r. FOSTER. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question ? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Certainly. 

Mr. FOSTER. While the gentleman indicates that as a principle 
to govern his action why should he then insist, as is done in one clause 
of the bill, that a certain number of troops shall be kept? 

Mr. SINGLETON. In the State of Texas? 

Mr. FOSTER. Yes; in the State of Texas. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I have not done this except to protect against 
foreign invasion. 

Mr. FOSTER. But it is in the bill. 
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Mr. SINGLETON. It is not to pnt down insurrection in the State 
of Texas, but merely to guard the frontier against foreign invasion 
that these troops are kept there. There is a vast difference between 
the two things. We havea right under the Constitution, and it is 
our duty, to repel foreign invasion, and it is for this purpose that I 
consent that this Army shall be put upon the frontier of Texas and 
not to put down insurrection in the State. 

Mr. FOSTER. Let me ask the gentleman whether he objected to 
the use of the Army last summer in West Virginia and land? 

Mr. SINGLETON. I object to the use of the Army in any State for 
such purposes as it has been used for in the past. 

Mr. FOSTER. I speak of Maryland and West Virginia last summer. 

Mr. SINGLETON, I have answered the gentleman. I understand 
the above to be the reason in part why General Sherman wishes the 
Army to be kept at its present number or increased, that is, to sup- 
press these outbreaks in the several States. I wish to announce in 
advance and reiterate that for one I am opposed to any such use of 
the Army of the United States, at least until State power and State 
authority shall have been exhausted. 

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] announced to-day the 
fact, which we all know, that provision had not been made for the 
Army; that in F RESA there were suffering widows and orphans. 
I ask at whose door does the fault lie for this condition of things? 
The gentleman from Ohio will agree with me—for I believe he was on 
the committee of conference at the last session—that there would hayo 
been no difficulty in agreeing about the strength of the Army if the 
proviso had not been insisted upon that these troops should not be 
used in the South to coerce voters at the ballot-box. There would 
have been no 8 if that just provision had been allowed to go 
along with the bill. It was on account of that proviso alone the bill 
was defeated. Will any 2 deny it? That certainly was the 
cause of the bill being defeated. What has turned out to be the 
course of events since then? Your President, voted for by you, has 
not a with you, but has withdrawn the troops from the South 
and virtually declared they ought not to have been sent there. What 
else has taken place, as you throw this at the democratic sido of the 
House? Why, sir, do you not hear the thander-tones coming up from 
the States of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, to say nothing of 
Southern States, in the elections which have taken place, indorsing 
the democratic party for the course they have pursued, and saying to 
you, “ Yon knew yonr duty, but did it not.“ 

r. FOSTER. Indorsing tho President. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Very well, the President has been with us on 
that question; so if they indorse the President on account of his 
views on that question, they, of course, indorse the democratic side 
of the House and condemn those who oppose the proviso. 

Mr. BRIDGES. Will my friend from Mississippi permit me to ask 
a question ? 

r. SINGLETON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRIDGES. LI ask the gentleman whether, if the Indians had 
been treated fairly and honestly at the trading-posts on the frontier 
and in the intercourse of our people with them, there would have 
been any necessity for a standing y exceeding fifteen thousand 
men, and whether it does not cost the Government a great deal more 
to support the Army upon our Indian frontier than in all other por- 
tions of the United States. 

Mr. SINGLETON. That is true, sir, so far as my knowledge ex- 
tends; and I believé if we had men there who understood their duty 
and regarded the law and the principles of meum et tuum, the prin- 
ciples of honesty and justice, we would have fewer difficulties npon 
the Indian frontier. I believe those Indian difficulties do originate 
from the fact of the Indians being maltreated by persons sent out by 
our Government—the agents employed by the Government to trans- 
act our affairs with them. I believe that most, if not all, our Indian 
difficulties have originated from that canse, and I believe to-day the 
Indians would not make war upon the United States, with, it might 
be, the exception of some marauding parties, if we had men em- 
ployed among them who were honest and faithful in the discharge of 
the duties assigned them. 

The gentleman talks about massacres which have taken place. Y: 
sir, General Custer and his men were sacrificed, and why? You h 
troops in the South for unlawful p which if sent to him 
would have enabled him to protect himself, and he would to-day be 
a living man. It was because you scattered your military force all 
over the South to coeree men at the ballot-box and intimidate our 

le and keep them under the bayonet rule, from which, thank 

we have emerged, that Custer and his men were massacred. 

Every sensible man must acknowledge, if those troops had been sent 
to him that massacre never would have occurred. 

Mr. FRYE. I should like to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. SINGLETON, Very well. 

Mr. FRYE. The gentleman talks about the withdrawal of troops 
from the South as a t measure of relief. Now I ask him whether, 
1 ry N man, he objects to the troops being stationed in the 

u 

Mr. SINGLETON. I do not object to their being in barracks in a 
southern State or pare them where you please, provided you keep 
them away from the ballot-box, and within the line of their duty ; 


but I do object when you station ee in the South for merely po- 
litical purposes and to control the l 


ot-box. 


1877. 
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Mr. FRYE. I supposed the gentleman was objecting to having any 
United States troops in the South at all. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Not at all. There are two regiments remain- 
ing in the South, and we do not object to their being there. They 
are very good friends to us when they are not coerced into wrongful 
acts by those in command. 

Now, sir, in regard to the ten cavalry regiments about which so 
much noise has been made. It is well known to old members of this 
House that during last session these continual raids on the frontier 
of Texas were a great annoyance to us, and it was deemed necessary 
therefore to increase the cavalry arm of the service which is con- 
sidered much more efficient against these raiders and Indians than 
the infantry ; and hence it was agreed that we should increase the 
companies of the cavalry regiments to one hundred men for that 
specific purpose. There is no change made in the law, nor is any 
change proposed by this bill in that respect. It ompa stands whero 
it stood at the last session, to wit, that the cavalry should be allowed 
to recruit to one hundred in each company, thus giving it power to 
protect the frontier against Mexican and Indian marauders. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Were the appropriations then made not so cut 
down that recruiting could not be carried on, and deserters could not 
be arrested because no bounty was offered ? 

Mr. SINGLETON. I do not so understand it. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The Adjutant-General told me so this morning, 
that there was no provision for enlisting, and that when men deserted 
there was no provision made for their apprehension. 

Mr. BANNING. When was that? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Under the bill the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 


aps riage Sin eee of this morning. 
Mr. B ING. Will the gentleman from Mississippi allow me to 
answer the question of the gentleman from Kansas? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Yes, sir. I yield the balance of my time to the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. BANNING. I wonld inform the gentleman that the desertions 
oes decreased 50 per cent. last year from what they were two years 

rovious. 

A Mr. PHILLIPS. What does the gentleman mean by last year? 

Mr. BANNING. The fiscal year that ended on the Ist of July last. 
The nonn was that the country was getting in a better class of 
recruits. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for general debate has expired. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to say but a word. There has been no 
provision for the apprehension of deserters since last July. 

The CHAIRMAN, The time for general debate having expired the 
Clerk will now proceed to read the bill by paragraphs for amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HOOKER. Prior to that being done I desire to snbmit a mo- 
tion. I move that the committee rise, that I may move in the House 
that the time for general debate be extended for one hour. 

The question being taken on Mr. Hooker’s motion, there were— 
ayes 44, noes 105. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by paragraphs for amend- 
ments, and read the following: 

For ex of recruiting and transportation of reerui „000. And no 
money appropriated by this kel shall be Paid for recruiting the ydas beyond the 
number of enlisted men, including Indian scouts and hospital stewards, actually 
on the Army rolls on the Ist day of November, A. D. 1877. Nothing, however, in 
this act shall be construed to prevent enlistments for the Signal Ravine, which 
shall hereafter be maintained, as now organized and as provided by law, with a 
force of enlisted men not exceeding four hundred, after present terms of enlist- 
ment have expired. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I offer the following amendment: 

Strike ont all after the word dollars“ in line 11 down to and including the word 
“ expired ; " so that the lp be will read : 

For expenses of recruiting and transportation of recrnits, $75,000. 

The 25 45 of the amendment, Mr. Chairman, is to strike out the 
clause which prohibits the ea 4 of the Army over its present 
strength. The present strength of the Army has been stated by the 
chairman of the committee to be abont twenty thousand. A question 
however, by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. CRITTENDEN, ] would 
seem to have elicited thë fact that even that present strength is very 
doubtful, and that all the efficient strength of the Army is not now 
prenter than eighteen thousand men; that by desertion, by sickness, 

y death in battle, and on various other accounts, the Army may now 
have as its actual strength about eighteen thousand men. Now, if 
this proviso remains in the bill, it will not be possible for the Army to 
be raised above the strength of eighteen thonsand men. Practically, 
then, this bill proposes to reduce the maximum strength of the Army 
from now to the Ist of July next from twenty-five thousand to eighteen 
thousand men, 

_ Now, Mr. Chairman, I have elicited from the committee the fact that 
in rogare to the future strength of the Army no inquiries were made; 
that is, the committee acted upon their opinion only without inquiring 
into the necessities of the different portions of the country. I am 
perfectly satisfied that it is an erroneons policy now to reduce the 
Army at all. Before I speak to that I will premise by saying that I 
am against an increase of the Army, and moreover that Ido not 
think that the business of the national Army is to police the States. 


Isay that the argument that has been made in the press that the 
Army should be increased so as to sn up a standing police force in 
the States is an idea of which I entirely disapprove. 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to know whether I am speaking nnder the 
five-minutes rule? 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly the five-minutes rale now obtains. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Then I cannot say anything further on that 
point. [Laughter.] If I have only five minutes, I must use them for 
other statements to the point. 

I will state that I have received letters containing the information 
that, although the President has, to meet the necessity of the defense 
of our border, given the order to the commanding general of the 
frontier to follow Mexican marauders over the border, the general 
commanding has not had force enough to do so. Taking into con- 
sideration the number of troops 0 f to garrison the forts, ho 
states that he has only a force of eight hund men with which to 
operate against the force collected on the other side of the border, of 
from three to five thousand. These marauders have dared our people 
and our Government to follow them, and they have dared their own 
government to attempt to arrest criminals among them. 

They have defied us, and our commanding general says he has not 
the force to cross the border. Lately in one of the border counties 
on the Rio Grande fifteen Mexicans came over into the county site, 
shot the district attorney and two jailors, and opened the jail and 
released the criminals there confined; and they defied our troops to 
come over, There were but fifteen men; but upon the other side 
there were from three to five thousand who could have been collected 
rapidly to resist our troops. Of course onr troops could not follow 
them. Now, are this people and this Government to be left in tho 
shameful position of being defied in that manner? I warn gentle- 
men that this is not the way in which you can preserve peace. This 
thing will go on until it will reach a limit when it will be impossi- 
ble even for the most economical of these gentlemen to let the Mex- 
icans kill and rob our citizens upon the frontier merely for the sake 
of reducing the cost of the Army. 

The people will not stand it. We must show firmness and power. 
The way to safety and to avoid the difficulties that are arising is 
that we shall be firm and show our enemies that we have a sufficient 
force to punish them. It is true the bill says there shall be a sufi- 
cient force stationed on the Texas frontiers for protection. But this 
is a vague promise. The clause which I propose to strike out defeats 
this very promise and makes it impossible to comply with it. The 
gentleman from Michigan a while ago said that all the cavalry regi- 
ments were stationed Ta Texas. He seems to forget that there has 
been another frontier war on our northern Indian frontier which 
occupied the greater part of the troops, and it is a poor policy indeed 
to reduce our force there which has enforced peace and is keeping tho 
peace and invite the Indians to another war, which they would be sure 
to commence as soon as the troops should be withdrawn. I repeat 
that the only way to keep peace upon the frontier is to show firmuess 
and power. These are the only arguments that the Indians and our 
Mexican robber neighbors understand. 

Mr. BLOUNT. In the present condition of the House it is impossi- 
ble to say a great deal. The gentleman from Texas raises the ques- 
tion that the Mexican frontier is to be protected, and therefore he 
wants the Army ine He wants to xop up the number to 
twenty-five thousand men. The difficulty in his mind is jast the 
difficulty of all the military men of the country. When they come to 
look upon this question they always regard the country as in a state 
of war. They picture our vast ocean boundaries, our Indian troubles, 
and our troubles with Mexico. They put us upon the basis of war 
all the time. They ignore all diplomacy, the power of reason and 
justice. The gentleman talks about five thousand men across tho 
frontier ready to act with the defiant fifteen who have crossed the 
border and committed lawless depredations. They ignore diplomacy 
‘and the comity between nations, Are these things not to be con- 
sidered? Is the Mexican frontier a novelty? Did we not have the 
same troubles there before the war, at a time when we had about 
fifteen thousand men to guard that frontier, to provide against Indian 
wars, and to answer all the demands of the service ? 

The committee in acting upon this bill proceeded upon the idea 
that we arein a state of peace, It has been referred to in this Hou 
time and time again, that this is an era of good feeling. If it is, 
hope that it will have some of the features of the Monroe administra- 
tion. What was then done? The Army, then consisting of ten 
thousand men, was reduced to six thousand, and the Navy, with an 
appropriation of a million, was reduced to an appropriation of 
half a million. In this spirit they proceeded with all expenditures, _ 
If in the cessation of partisan strife and bitterness we can come 
together and consider fairly the expenditures of this Government 
and reduce them within a reasonable limit, the era of good feeling 
talked of now will bring its fruits to this country. š 

But, sir, gentlemen have made a great many objections in F 
to the reduction of the Army, or rather to the amount contained in 
the bill at this time. Statements have been brought in here which 
are undeserving of consideration. TheCommittee on 9 
in acting on this bill acted upon the very best evidence that it could 
resort to. It called before it the Secretary of War, the General of 
the Army, and the Adjatant-General, who came before the committee 
with documents; and the General of the Army himself stated, not 
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once, but after repeated inquiry, that the Army would not exceed 
twenty thousand enlisted men. 

And he was succeeded by the Adjutant-General, who entirely con- 
curred with him in the statement that the number of enlisted men 
in the Army did not exceed twenty thousand. We have made pro- 
vision here for an army of twenty thousand men, and I think that 
amply sufficient. The Committee on Appropriations oceupy this 
ground in regard to the matter: We are here in the middle of a 
session; it is well known that during the last Congress this side of 
the House insisted upon a reduction of the Army to seventeen thou- 
sand men. I do not hesitate to say that a majority of the Committee 
on A propran conour in the opinion that that seventeen thousand 
should be the number of men in the Army, and that that is enough 
for all the requirements of the country. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate upon the pending amend- 
ment has been exhausted. 

Mr. CALKINS. I move to amend by striking out the last word. 
The gentleman from Texas, [Mr. SCHLEICHER, ] in giving his reasons 
why the pending clause should be stricken out, has made the best 
argument in the world why the Army should be raised to fifty thou- 
sand instead of twenty thousand men, and I announce myself as one 
who is in favor of raising the Army to fifty thousand men, becanse I 
believe that would be true economy. 

There is no economy in keeping on the frontier only a snfficient 
number of men to allow the savages to make incursions upon and 
destroy the 5 settlers. There is no economy in keeping a guard 
sufficient only to be vexatious and not sufficient to give the protec- 
tion which the Government onght to give to every one of its citizens. 
There is no economy in keeping in view of the Rio Grande an army 
not sufficient to protect the citizens of Texas; it is a mere aggrava- 
tion. Isay to gentlemen that when they undertake to measure life 
and security of person and security of property by a few dollars they 
are simply, to say the least, imonious, and not economical. 

Again, the recent riots in the States of the North have shown con- 
clusively that for the protection of property and for the protection 
of life we must rely upon something besides the State militia. I 
know of no surer and better guard and protection than an army 
trained and disciplined. It is well known that if any person or aggre- 


gate number of persons would secure success in any department of 
life, no matter what, they must be trained in their particular school 
or department. i 


The Army can be relied upon; the Army is without sympathy on 
occasions of this kind. Isay to the gentlemen upon the other side 
that during the recent riots it was conclusively shown by gentlemen 
who hold political opinions differing from those held on this side of 
the House that they believed that the only security we had at that 
time wasin the Army, as was shown by the calls for assistance made 
by the governors of the States upon the President of the United 

tates. 


8 

Mr. eee pt pe my friend tanos to manjan a sending 
army for the purpose of suppressing rights o ring-men 

Mr. CALKINS. Not at all. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. It looks very much that way. 

Mr. CALKINS. By no means, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. To put down the “heathen Chinee.“ 
r! 

Mr. CALKINS. I hope my friend from California [Mr. LUTTRELL] 
does not claim that the riots and destruction of property which took 

lace in the cities of the North were by the workingmen, I hope he 
not in any way pass such a libel upon them. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Do you mean to say that the thirty thousand 
or forty thousand men engaged in those riots were not laboring-men? 

Mr. CALKINS. I say that those who destroyed property were not 
laboring-men in the true meaning of the term. 

Mr. L RELL. Then they must have been republican politicians, 
because it took place in republican States. 

Mr. CALKINS. Ido not know whether they were republicans or 
not. But this I do know, that the executive officers of States that 
were democratic called as lustily for the strong arm of the Govern- 
ment as does the proansa from California to suppress the “heathen 
Chinee.” F 

Mr. L z I understand the gentleman to say that he 
belieyes the maintaining of a standing Army is necessary for the pur- 
pose of putting down these men who have seen fit to strike against 
the oppressions of monopolies? 

Mr. CALKINS. I say to the gentleman from California [Mr. LUT- 
TRELL] that every man has the right to cease work when he chooses, 
but he has no right forcibly to compel another man to cease work 


who may wish to. j 

Mr. L Has the Army a right to compel him to work? 
That is the question. 3 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I deprecate the discussion that has now 
been launched before this committee. I regret exceedingly that the 
majority of the Committee on Appropriations deem it essential to 
force upon the attention of this y and upon the attention of the 
country to-day the question of the reduction of the Army. I sub- 


mit that when the gallant men of our Army, during the past four 
months have been baring their breasts to the brunt of the savage 


assaults npon our frontiers, and have been withont pay, it is mock- 
ery at this hour to stop and discuss the qnestion as to whether or not 
8 thousand or twenty thonsand is the right number that 
should compose the rank and file of the Army. 

I submit again that it would have been wise for us to pay our 
honest dues to these men, dues long deferred, and to postpone to 
another and better occasion the discussion of a question that in my 
judgment is surrounded with so much difficulty as is this question, of 
what should be the number of the rank and file of the Army for years 
to come, in this era of peace and this era of feeling. I want to 
say further that the appropriation of $75,000 that is asked for here 
by the amendment of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. SCHLEICHER] 
will not be sufficient to. increase the number of enlisted men in the 
Army so as to make the rank and file exceed in the aggregate twenty- 
two thousand men during the residue of the present Bisa ERA The 
$100,000 called for in the estimates is only calculated to place about 
four thousand recruits in the service during the course of the year; 
and with the $75,000 proposed to be appropriated the War Department 
will be utterly unable to raise the aggregate number of men to twenty- 
five thonsand, as provided by existing law. 

Mr. Chairman, so far as I am concerned, I feel persuaded, from the 
testimony of the General of the Army and the other officials con- 
nected with the military administration of this Government, that ono 
of two things is indispensably necessary as an act of economy: 
either the breaking up and consolidation of the infantry regiments 
of the Army or else that the War Department should be permitted 
to increase the aggre te number of men that we now have. We 
have been told, Mr. Chairman—and the evidences are made historio 
on the bloody battle-field—that our infantry regiments to-day do not 
muster more than one hundred and fifty muskets for each regiment, 
and that the number of privates in each company is scarcely more 
than the number of commissioned and non-commissioned officers. 
Yet it is proposed to deplete still further the infantry regiments, in 
which some of the companies are mere skeletons of fifteen enlisted 
men, by providing that the recruits, instead of being placed in the 
infantry, shall be used to increase the cavalry companies to one hun- 
dred men each. I withdraw my amendment to the amendment, 

Here the hammer fell.] 

. MILLS. I renew the amendment to the amendment. Mr. 
Chairman, the first and principal object of governmeut, as we are told, 
is to protect the people. If every man could protect himself against 
encroachments upon his rights of person or property there would be 
no necessity for any government. Governments are instituted amoug 
men to protect the weak. These United States have confederated 
together upon the solemn compact that the General Government 
which they have established will protect them against foreign inva- 
sion. For more than twenty years the State from which I come has 
been suffering invasion from her Mexican neighbors. During that 
time there has not been a Federal administration of this Government, 
either democratic or republican, that has not been absolutely pusil- 
lanimous in its effort or lack of effort to defend our people. It is due 
to the present administration to say (and I say it because I ought to 
say it) that it has taken the first sensible, patriotic step that has been 
taken for a quarter of a century toward a conscientious discharge of 
the duty of the Government to the State of Texas. 

Now, we are told abont the beauties of “economy;” we hear the 
bngle-note of “retrenchment and reform ;” and diplomacy is extolled 
as one of the great virtues that must inspire the bosoms of states- 
men when they are confronted by robbers. I would like to have my 
friend from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] sent as minister extraordinary to 
Cortena and his robbers, on the other side of the Rio Grande, to learn 
there something of the arts of diplomacy; to teach those marauders 
something of the era of reconciliation and peace as they come across 
our border with torch and bowie-knife to desolate the land. 

To-day, while yon are talking about cutting down your Army, the 
State of Texas is raising three regiments of men to stand behind the 
soldiers of the United States to enable them to maintain the suprem- 
acy of our on American territory, Why, sir, we have spent 
$1,800,000 in defending our own frontier, because the Government of 
the United States has refused to defend it for more than a quarter of 
acentury. We have been putting our bills before you and asking 
whether you intended to fulfill your honorable obligations to our 
people, as you talk about maintaining them with other creditors; 
whether you intend to pay us for performing the duty which the 
Government took upon itself when Texas entered the Union, Why, 
sir, to-day a general of your armies is standing on the Rio Grande; 
and if it were not for the troops that the government of Texas gives 
him to aid him he could scarcely maintain himself fifty miles west 
of San Antonio. Why is it that the Committee on Appropriations did 
not call before them my colleague from the Rio Grande, who repre- 
sents a district where there is a constant state of wartare? They 
called the General of the Army; and he very trathfully told them 
that they might as well disband the Army entirely as to cut it down 
in the way proposed. If you want to keep up a mere establishment, 
you can do that with a thousand men. You may have one regiment 
of infantry, one of artillery, and one of cavalry, to go upon dress- 
parade, with white gloves, and accompanied by the Marine band! 

[ Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, I regret that my friend from Texas 
(Mr. SCHLEICHER] has seen proper to offer this amendment. I regret 
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to see any of our friends on this side of ihe House—indeed, I . 
to see any panana upon this floor—commit himself to the doc- 
trine of a large standing army in this country for polices p 

While the gentleman from Texas disavows any such use as t to 
be made of the Army, yet that at last is the point to which the gen- 
tleman’s amendment drives. So far as General Sherman's advice to 
the Committee on 8 is concerned in regard to the Army, 
in which he said it would be better to disband the Army than to re- 
duce it to twenty thousand men, I will say to my friend from Texas 
that if the General of the Army had believed there was any immi- 
nent necessity for a large number of troops to be sent to the Rio 
Grande border he ought to have said so to the committee. I did not 
know it was the duty of the Committee on Appropriations to send for 
members of Congress representing different sections of the country 
and ask their opinion as to what appropriation should be made for the 
actual force in the field. I did not know the gentleman from Texas, 
much as I respect him for his intelligence, his patriotism, his common 
sense, his general information—I did not know that he was a second 
Secretary of War of this country. 

The idea of a large standing Army, Mr. @hairman, is un-American. 
It is borrowed from the monarchical countries of the Old World. ‘It 
is not an American idea,” and it is an insult to the American soldier 
to make a policeman of him. The idea that we are to have a large 
standing ay to preserve order and the peace of the country is a total 
suppression of the theory of our republican form of government. 
The theory of our splendid dual system is that the States shall take 
care of themselves, subject to the limitations of the Constitution. It 
is their peculiar prerogative to preserve order and protect life and 
5 The idea of a large standing Army 

r. CALKINS rose. 

Mr. ATKINS. I beg the gentleman will not interrupt me. The 
idea that we are to have a large standing Army to preserve the peace 
in the different States is monstrous, because it has been estimated 
that during the last summer the number of men engaged in the riots 
which then took place amounted to one hundred and seventy thou- 
sand, Now, it will require a regular Army of one hundred thousand 
to meet them. I undertake to say that if you expect to preserve the 

co of this country in that way it will require twice twenty-five 
housand men, ay, four times twenty-five thousand men—more than 
that even, a quarter of a million of men will be necessary to keep 
the peace in this country. And are we to be governed in the future 
in that way, by the exercise of the strong arm of military power? If 
you cannot maintain the peace of civilized society by the authorities 
of the State government, without the creation of this large military 
establishment, the sooner you recognize the fact that our Government 
has been converted from our splendid system to a despotic or military 
form of government the better it will be. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I reget exceedingly that I am compelled to an- 
tagonize my respected friend from Texas on this subject that we are 
only to keep peace in the States by the use of a standing Army. The 
pore Texans will defend their own border and will be only too glad 
to do it. 

My opinion in brief, Mr. Chairman, is that the proper way would 
be to make at the next session of Congress an appropriation—I would 
not care even if it should be done at this, but it is not provided for 
in this bill—if we should make an appropriation at the next session 
to increase the number of small-arms and give enconragement to mili- 
tary organizations in the States. I believe that is the proper mode 
to provide a remedy to cure the evil we have now upon us. 

Lae the hammer vary 

ir. BLACKBURN. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. MILLS, I will withdraw my amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I offer this as a substitute for the pending 
amendment, and shall insist on having a vote upon it in Committee 
of the Whole as well as in the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out all from and including the word “ number,” in line 13, to and — 
the words “ seventy-seven,” in line 16, and insert in lieu thereof “ fifteen tho 
men.“ 


Mr. BLACKBURN, It seems clearly apparent to this House, Mr. 
Chairman, that the Committee on Appropriations, after institutin 
and prosecuting their investigation through all information whic 
can be furnished by the General of the Army, the Secretary of War, 
and the Adjutan neral, have as yet been unable to determine what 
is the aggregate strength of the American Army, or approximate 
within a thousand of it. The object I have in the submission of this 
amendment is to ascertain and define that unknown quantity. 

Ihave heard no argument adduced, no suggestions offered, either 
from that side of the House or from this side of the House, in favor 
of an increase of the Army, or in favor of a continuance of the Army 
at its present standard strength, except it was for the protection of 
the Texan Indian frontier as claimed by the citizens of that State, 
and the Representatives of that State, or, as asserted by our friends 
on the other side, an increase of the Army should be given in order 
that the laws should be enforced, order maintained, and peace gov- 
ern within the borders of the sovereign States. It had as well be un- 
derstood and tested now as hereafter that there are those of us upon 
Lest floor who deny the theory advanced by our friends on the other 
side, 

We deny that the proper method for preventing the disorders that 


have disgraced this country for the last twelve months is to be found 
in the increase of the standing army. We deny that the proper 
method to amend those evils under which this people is now suffering, 
that the proper remedy to be offered for those sufferings that we are 
now enduring, is to be found in an increase of the Army, in an in- 
crease of soldiers, in giving more batteries, in furnishing more guns, 
in supplying more canister and more eee to shoot down the 
impoverished laborers of the land who to complain of the robbery 
of which they are the victims, by reason of the persistent class finan- 
cial legislation of the dominant 1 for the last fifteen years. [Ap- 
plause.] We are not willing to admit that this process of repression, 
coupled with the wholesale murder of starving millions, is either safe 
policy, fair songs or manhood properly illustrated. 

I would not uce the Army beneath a standard that will give 
ample and complete protection to both the Texan and the Indian 
borders. I believe that fifteen thousand men are more; after making 
a proper reduction for your arsenals and sea-coast defenses, than 
ever have as yet been employed for the protection of those two bor- 
der sections. Iam perfectly willing to see the cavalry force of the 
Army increased at the expense of the infantry and artillery; for I 
believe the ex frontiers of the country warrant and require it. 
Bat I desire to notify this Committee of the Whole that in the event 
of the amendment just presented verai lost I will ask in the House 
for a vote, and I give notice that I will demand the yeas and nays, 
to test the sense of this House as to whether it is proposed to remedy 
the rights and redress the wrongs of the impoverished citizens scat- 
tered throughout our borders by an increase of military power for 
their subjugation and their slaughter. [Applause on the floor and in 
the 18 

The CHAIRMAN ra to order. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I understand, Mr. Chairman, that the 
amendment offered by my colleague [Mr. SCHLEICHER] to the bill is 
now pending. I regard it as one of great importance. It brings up 
the question of whether or not the enlistment should be continued 
under this bill so as to keep the Army at the number of twenty-five 
thousand men. I understand the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man last up, the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLACKBURN, ] to be 
that the Army shall not exceed fifteen thousand men. It is a ques- 
tion of 8 importance and brings the question fairly and 
squarely before the committee for its decision, and in my judgment 
it is as well to settle it now as hereafter. 

It may be a pleasant thing for gentlemen who have constituents 
that are not in danger, over whose heads the tomahawk of the sav- 
age has not flashed, and over whose heads it is not liable to flash 
every day in the year—it may be a pleasant thing and a recreation 
for members of Con in the States where no danger exists, that 
they shall prate about economy and abont a standing army. But, 
sir, with us in lexas, and with others in the Territories and upon the 
ex borders, it is a question of serious earnestness. 

have but a little moment in which to reply. but while I do so I 
beg to say to my friend the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations that he has made a discovery that shows an astuteness of 
mind which I did not expect him to exhibit on this floor as the re- 
spected chairman and leader of the House of Representatives—that 
my colleagne from Texas [Mr. SCHLEICHER] was a Second Assistant 
Secretary of War. But, sir, he has made another discovery and asser- 
tion which I was startled and astonished to hear him make. I find 
from his declaration that while he may attempt to be the keeper of 
the purse of this nation and to run it into a niggardly economy he 
disavows on this floor being the protector and preserver of the lives 
of the American citizens, of the women and children along the ex- 
posed borders of this land of ours. 

My friend from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] has made the obser- 
vation that fifteen thousand men are an ample force for the pro- 
tection of the borders of this country. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Will the gentleman allow me to correct him ? 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. My statement was, that that was a larger 
number than had hitherto been employed for the protection of those 
two borders. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Let me say to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky that from the mouth of the Rio Grande to El Paso, along the 
Arizona border to San Diego, there is a boundary, counting the meanders 
of the Rio Grande, of two thousand miles; and the commanding ofi- 
cer in Texas, one of the best in the service of the Government, has 
stated that he has not a sufficient force to move, and leave troops in 
the garrisons, to meet the enemy threatened on the opposite border. 
Let me say to my friend from Kentueky—and I know the chivalry 
of that grand old State and of its citizens, and its Representatives on 
this floor—let me say to him that there is scarcely a day in the three 
hundred and sixty-five days of the year that there is not a murder 
committed or a robbery perpetrated by the Indians or the Mexicans 
on the border of Texas. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Will the gentleman allow me to make a re- 
mark? I do not desire to interrupt or to disturb him, but I wish to 
ask him whether that length of line to which he has referred has been 
increased any since 1860, when the force employed on its defense was 
infinitely smaller than it is now ? 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I will answer the gentleman by stating 
that the circumstances and conditions of the country have been con- 
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stantly changing since the period to which he alludes. Let me say 
it was only a few days ago that the United States mail stage from 
San Antonio to E] Paso was stopped and its driver murdered, and 
then the was driven off a few hundred yards and robbed, by a 
band of Indians and outlaws, And this has been a continual occur- 
rence. Within the last twelve months upon that single route the 
bones of more than forty passengers and stage-drivers have been 
bleaching in the sun and crying alond to Heaven that these savage 
warriors and Mexican robbers should be driven from our borders. 
The unpunished robberies and murders occurring along that frontier 
are an outrage upon the rights of the citizen, a disgrace to American 
character, and a sad commentary upon American government. 

[Here the hammer 1 

Mr. BEEBE. I will ask the gentleman from Texas if the militia of 
the State is not amply sufficient for the protection of its citizens ? 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. No, sir 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman's time has expired. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. Sir, I had not intended to say one word upon 
this subject; but I am surprised at the course taken by the delega- 
tion from Texas. We have the President’s message upon the subject 
of the Army, and if the State of Texas is in a state of war and needs 
the assistance of the Army, why is it that the executive authority of 
the country has not informed this body of it? I havealways believed 
that the Congress of the United States proceeded upon the messages 
from the President upon these important matters. I have always 
been led to believe that the President is posted as to whether or not 
it is ni to increase the Army, and when it is necessary to pro- 
tect a particular State, or rather the entire sonnig: 

Sir, if the President sees a necessity for the employment of a regu- 
lar Army in Texas, why does he not take it from the point where it 
is stationed, and if Texas needs the assistance of the United States 
to preserve order within her borders, why does not the governor of 
the State demand of the President of the United States the removal 
of United States troops from where they are now and their employ- 
ment in that State? I sympathize with the people of Texas in this 
matter; but if they need assistance, that is no argument for an in- 
crease of the standiug Army. 

The volunteer Army of the country has always been equal to the 
regular Army in protecting the nacre I say, therefore, that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] 
meets my hearty approval, and I trust he will press it to a vote in 
the House. I say, moreover, that if we are here to-day to vote upon 
the bill prepared by the committee, I desire to say, in explanation of 
my own vote, that unless there is ingrafted upon this bill a proviso 
that this Army is not to be used to crash the rights of the States or 
trample upon the rights of their citizens, I shall vote against it. 

I say, moreover, that the only danger that threatens this Govern- 
ment is the growing strength and ultimate power of the Army to 
control the citizens I do not want to see the Army of the United 
States ever able to control the labor of the country. I always want 
the citizens to control the Army, and unless that is the case we shall 
follow in the wake of the Roman empire and other kingdoms and 
countries which have fallen through the dominance ofa military power 
created aud fostered by the government itself. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I desire to correct my amendment by inserting 
the word “ the ” in the twelfth line. 

Mr. BEEBE. Is not an amendment to the substitute in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment to the substitute is in order. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. BEEBE. I yield to my colleague [Mr. Hewrtr] to renew it. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I renew the amendment. The course 
of this debate and the amendments offered by gentlemen who differ 
in opinion in regard to the size of the Army, and, above all, the feel- 
ing which has been exhibited and the remarks which have been 
made before this committee are to my mind the most conclusive evi- 
dence of the wisdom of the bill submitted by the Committee on Appro- 

riations. 
p I desire to recall to the recollection of the House the fact that this 
session was summoned mainly to make provision for the Army in 
existence. The question of the organization of the Army and the 
lmao 70 its employment are matters of the gravest importance 
to the peop 

But this question demands more time than we can possibly give it, 
in view of the fact that the officers and men who have so nobly done 
their duty are to-day in default of pay and in actual suffering be- 
cause the United States has not discharged its just obligations to them. 
For that reason I think it unwise to entertain the question at this 
time whether the Army should be reduced or not. It seems to me, 
sir, that we should accept the situation as we find it. Here is an 
Army authorized by law; an Army in existence, not by the action of 
the Committee on Appropriations, but by a statute of the United 
States, and when it is said that the President has violated his duty 
in maintaining it, I say that he would have violated his duty if he 
had not maintained it. For the existence of the Army is, by law, 
binding upon him, upon us, and upon every member of this House. 
Neither is there time to consider the question whether the Army is 
suflicient to perform the work that belongs to it. 

Our first duty is to 8 for paying the Army as we find it, 
without allowing it to it creased beyond the number now on the 
rolls. And within thirty days hence the Committee on Military 


Affairs of this House can take up the question as to the proper organ- 
ization and size of the Army, and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
this House can take up the i bela as to the proper limitations to 
be placed upon its use. I shall then be found voting with those who 
exhibit the greatest 8 of standing armies, and with those who 
propeen to prevent the abuses which in the last elections produced 
such lamentable results. But tv-day, in the presence of the leof 
this country, let us pay the men who have done their pac ga 2 us 
provide for the support of the Army as we find it, according to tho 
actual number in service, without question as to whether it is twenty 
thousand, fifteen thousand, or twenty-five thousand, although we 
have every reason to believe that it does not exceed twenty thou- 
sand men. 

The time for this 0 aton to be used will expire on the 30th 
day of June next, and I think it will require all the time between now 
and then for this House to arrive at a just and competent judgment 
in regard to the proper organization of the Army, and the proper 
limitations upon the employment of our military forces. I repeat, 
then, that the Committee on Appropriations has done the only thing 
it was possible for it lo do; it has provided pay for the services ren- 
dered, and accepted the Army as it stands to-day, withont allowiug 
it to be increased, thus avoiding the Scylla which is on the one side 
and the Charybdis which is on the other. 

Mr. WRIGHT. So far as regards the protection of the frontier of 
Texas, I have no objection to increasing the Army to a force which 
will be able to accomplish that purpose. But, so far as regards the 
use of the Army in its present form as a pretext for policing the 
States, lam op to it totally. 

It happens that I represent that district in Pennsylvania where 
troops have been quartered in large numbers for the last three or four 
months. I will say to you, Mr. Chairman, and to this House, that 
those troops were not introduced into my district at the suggestion of 
the majority of the business or of the representative men in that dis- 
trict. y came there at the solicitation of the men who controlled 
the mines and the manufacturing establishments. So far as my 
observation on that subject went, I saw no occasion for a single hoof 
of their cavalry, a sword of an officer, or a musket of a soldier to pre- 
serve the peace in the twelfth congressional district of Pennsylvania. 
There was no indication of an insurrection or of a popular commotion. 

There was, it is true, a strike among the laboring-men with regard 
to their rights to fix the amount of 8 they should receive 
from their employers, a right which before God and man they were 
justified in insisting upon. No government has the power, constitu- 
tionally or legitimately, to intervene between the workmen of my 
district and any other persons. I do not speak with regard to the 
Pittsburgh district; I know that there were riots there of a serious 
character. But I know that several regiments of the Army of the 
United States were quartered in the district which I have the honor 
to represent here, and I know there was no necessity or occasion for 
it. That only shows to this House and tothe country what an army 
is that is used as a police establishment. 

The very recent election held in my district on the 6th day of this 
month shows the power of the working element in that district. 
That element has carried its ticket throngh by a large majority 
against the combined nominations of both the great political parties 
in my district. That shows power, and I tell you that you cannot face 
downtwenty thousand men withadetachment of twoor three thousand 
men of the regular Army; you cannot suppress a volcano. You can- 
not by menaces upon the part of the Government 3 the right 
of men when they assert their rights manfully and offer to maintain 
them; you cannot accomplish that. 

Therefore I say that when they brought the regiments of the 
United States Army into my district as a menace it only enraged, 
excited, and stirred up that element. And now, since that has been 
done, that element has shown its power and its strength, and it shows 
a power and astrength that cannot be resisted, that will work its way 
out in an upheaval, and men who do not see that upheaval from one 
end of the country to another are blind to the situation. 

So far as re; increasing the Army for its legitimate purpose, I 
have no objection to it. Ido not want to see a niggardly policy re- 
sorted to or adopted. Ido not want to see any part of this count 
endangered by a foreign enemy attempting to invade it. lam will 
ing to vote not only thousands but millions in order to protect the 
country from foreign invasion. But when you come down to ma- 
nipulating this Army throughout the country under the pretext of 
preserving peace, you misconceive the purpose and the object for 
which the Army was intended. 

Here the hammer fell. 
r. HEWITT, of New York. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. CLYMER. I renew it for the purpose of saying that the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations upon its appointment found itself called 
upon to deal with a special and are pf condition of affairs. The 
Forty-fourth Congress had adjourned, failing, for reasons of gravest 
moment, to make an appropriation for the supportof the Army. The 
President of the United States, in the exercise of his judgment, re- 
frained from promptly convening the Forty. fifth Congress, and allowed 
the Army to be maintained until he called us together in the middle 
of the month of October. 

In the mean time the Army had been withdrawn from the Southern 
States, and was employed for legitimate purposes, in suppressing In- 
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dian outbreaks, in the defense of the frontier, and exceptionally in 
aiding in the maintenance of law and order in some of the States where 
deplorable outbreaks against the peace had occurred. When we came 
together it was manifest that n pon principles of common justice those 
who had been employed should be paid. Hence the first inquiry to 
be made by the Committee on Appropriations was, what was the num- 
ber of men employed during the interval just passed? Upon investi- 
gation we ascertained that the average number had not exceeded 
twenty-two thousand men. Hence it became our duty to appropriate 
for that number for the period of four months, from July to November, 
inclusive, during which they had served. About this there conld be. 

there was no controversy in the committee. The service rendered 
honestly must be paid for honestly and promptly. The difficulty 
which arose was as to the number which should constitute the Army 
for the remainder of this fiscal year—from November 1 to July 1, 1878. 

In the committee itself there was wide diversity of opinion between 
the majority and the minority on this question of numbers, J may say 
that as one I believed it onght to be greatly reduced from the num- 
ber authorized by law, There were others who believed that it 
onght to be increased beyond the average number in the service. 
Between these two opinions it became necessary to find a mean upon 
which all might stand without yielding individual opinions. 

Mr. FOSTER. I desire to correct the gentleman. I do not think 
any member of the committee desired to increase the Army above the 
number fixed by law. 

Mr. CLYMER. Not above the number fixed by law, which is 
twenty-five thousand men; but that is three thonsand beyond the 
number that has been in service at any time during the present fiscal 


year, 

Mr. FOSTER. I wanted to correct a statement which I knew the 
gentleman did not intend to make. 

Mr. CLYMER. I did not intend the constrnetion which the gen- 
tleman placed upon it. We sought in the committee for a common 
mean npon which we might all agree, in order that justice might be 
speedily done and the Army promptly paid. How did we find it? 
By sing to appropriate for a number existing ata fixed day, 
namely, November 1, 1877. That number a majority of the committee 
believed to be not over twenty thousand men, and for that belief we 
had the authority of the General of the Army as well as the Adju 
tant-General and all the officers to whom we could properly apply for 
information. There was no doubt in his mind—there was none in 
onrs—that the Army did not then exceed twenty thousand men. If 
there had been a doubt, I for one would have insisted npon putting 
on the bill a proviso that our Army should not exceed that number. 

But we chose to 3 that asa basis of agreement; and I submit 
now to my party friends on this side, I submit to gentlemen on the 
other side, that here isa common gronnd u which for present pur- 
poses we may agree. Let the hereafter take care of the great ques- 
tion of further reduction, as well as of the proviso npon which the 
Dill was wrecked in the lust session. Let these things come np in the 
future, Let us as Representatives of the American people try here 
and now to do exact and prompt justice ; and hereafter, when we have 
more time, when we are legislating for the coming year, and not for 
the suffering officers and men of to-day, let us enter npon those con- 
troverted questions. For oue I am ready temporarily to waive my 
peculiar opinions as to numbers and restrictive provisions in order 
that the Army may be ip se paid. I will not attempt at this 
time to argue what the number of the Army should be; bat I wish 
to put on record the declaration that I do not intend, if by my vote 
I can prevent it, that the Army shall be maintained for the purpose 
of preserving order within the States. That belongs legitimately to 
the States themselves. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I think that on this subject 
Texas Representatives are misunderstood by the gentleman from Vir- 
giuia, [Mr. PripEMORE.] What we desire now is that the law shall 
stand as the Forty-fourth Congress made it. We do not seek to in- 
crease the number of the Army; we do not seek to increase the 
expenditures of the Government at all; but we simply ask that at this 
extraordinary session of the Forty-fifth Congress, the law in regard 
to the number of the Army shall be allowed to stand as the Forty- 
fourth Congress made it. 

Now, the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Hewrrr] and the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLYMER) have been very solicitous to 
let the law stand as it was made by the Forty-fourth Congress and 
to wait until the regular session of the present Con in order that 
the law may be changed. That is what our amendment proposes— 
simply that and nothing more—that until at the regular session this 
question can be disenssed fairly and fully the Army shall stand at the 
limit prescribed by law as enacted in the Forty-fourth Congress. 

We do not ask that the number of the Army shall remain at twenty- 
five thousand men in order to make war upon American citizens or 
to wage a conflict against any of our own people. No, sir; we ask 
that our Army be continned at twenty-five thousand in order that 
we may have some security that the frontier of Texas will be pro- 
tected from the murderous raid of vagabond Mexican robbers. It 
may be that a regular Army of eighteen thousand, or even fifteen 
thousand men would be sufficient to protect Texas from these incur- 
sions and raids; possibly ten thousand might be sufficient. But how 


are we to get that number of men upon the Texas frontier? The 
Army officers say that a great number of men are needed elsewhere; 
the President decides that a great number are necessary in other 
portions of the country ; and if you reduee the Army to fifteen thou- 


sand, our quota for resisting the incursions from Mexico will be, as 
it has been for years, a meager handful of troops, 
Texas for the last ten years has 5 on an average $500,000 
r annum to defend her — We have now in the regular serv- 
ce of the State a battalion of mounted troops, besides a regular ex- 
traordinary company, of which the State has paid the expenses ever 
since the war, But notwithstanding all that we havedone to pro- 
tect our frontier, our towns have been invaded, our people have been 
mordared, and yonr flag has been insulted in the presence of your 
tmy. 
Here the hammer ae 
r. BANNING. I would like to ask the gentleman from Texas 


(Mr. CULBERSON] a question. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the pro forma amend- 


ment. 

Mr. CLYMER. I withdraw it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I renew it. Mr. Chairman, I have nothing further 
to say so far as this question is concerned, but simply this: If the 
inatter is so grievous as gentlemen seem apprehensive it is, it then 
becomes peat question than as to what shall be the amount of the 
appropriation bill. If we are to have tronble with Mexico let it not 
be in this way, but with the whole power of the Government, That 

uestion does not arise here. When it shall, the gentleman from 

texas will find, I apprebend, members on this and on the other side 

3 e ready to stand by him. But, sir, we have not reached 
at nt. 

I sought the floor simply for the p of referring to the amend- 
ment made by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLACKBURN. ] 
He rose and offered an amendment proposing to reduce the Army to 
fifteen thonsand men, and, in advance of any vote or any indication 
as to the views of this House, he gave notice he would call the yeas 
and nays on the amendment in the House. Now, I wish to notify 
that gentleman and all others, so far as I am concerned, that when I 
have right and reason on my side I fear no man’s rod. The action of 
the Committee on Appropriations has been stated. We cou'd not 
agree as to what the number of the Army should be. We thought it 
was time the Army wes paid, and we agreed upon the amonnt that 
has been stated. Why? Because it was improper at this time tø 
undertake to fix what the number of the Army should be. Why, sir, 
the proposition of the gentleman is below what was authorized by 
law as far back as 1858~59, when the number was fixed at eighteen 
thousand men. 

There are statements made of the Army being skeleton in form. I 
believe we have too many Army officers. There are many considera- 
tions to come up; and for one, as a member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, I state now that I fear not the record, and when it 
comes I shall vote for the report of this committee. But I ask now, 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania has already well asked, that our 
friends on this side of the House, if we are right in this, will stand 
by us. I propose at the proper time upon the next bill to go with 
my friend from Kentucky as far as reason will allow us, and reduce 
the Army and every other expenditure. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr, Chairman, it is not necessary for me to 
assure this committee or the gentleman from Georgia that my notifica- 
tion to the committee that I would ask the yeas and nays in the House 
was not intended as a threat to anybody, nor was it intended to pnt 
any member of this House ina position which should be found awk- 
ward to him. It was simply my right. I accept the statement of the 
gentlemen that the reduction I snggest in that amendment ought to 
be made; and I remember when a thing is right it cannot be done too 
soon. Lask for a vote on the amendment. 

Mr. BEEBE. I believe I have the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is entitled to five minutes on 
the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BEEBE. The question here, Mr. Chairman, is not what we 
shall appropriate for any definite and fixed standing AR at the 

resent time. The tronble is to learn what the number of the Army 
To my astonishment the Committee on Appropriations is not pre- 
pared here to-day, and now, to state what is the present number of 
theArmy. They have stated that the General of the Army told them 
the number will not exceed twenty thousand men. That is a mere 
shifting of the responsibility upon the General of the Army. I, for 
one, am not ready to accept it. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLYMER] states to us in 
his judgment the number does not exceed twenty-two thousand men, 
and that there was a compromise reached in the committee. I, for 
ec am not a 8 Fue that compromise, 

r. CLYME the gentleman will allow me, I made no such 
statement. 

Mr. BEEBE, If I did not correctly understand him, the RECORD 
will set us both right. Now, the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
BLACKBURN] comes forward with a proposition to test the sense of 
the Honse as to what we are acting on. The number for which he 
would have us provide is fifteen thousand men; but whether twenty, 
twenty-two, or twenty-five thousand men, let us understand it deti- 
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nitely and act advisedly. Let me ask the members of the Committee 
on Appropriations why it is, if in 1969 an appropriation of $17,000,000 
or $13,000,000 was ample for an army of twenty-five thousand men, 
$32,000,000 are now appropriated for an army of twenty thousand! 

Mr. ATKINS. I trust the gentleman will not say there were 
twenty-five thousand men in 1860. 

Mr. BEEBE. Lot the records answer as to which of us is correct. 
I ask you as chairman of this committee to tell this House, at the 

roper time, and not take it out of my five minutes, why it is that in 
180 an Army of twenty-five thousand men could be supported on 
$17,000,000, and now thirty-two millions are demanded iu tho esti- 
mates of the Department for the support of twenty thousand men, 
Now, I 11 with Texas - 

Mr. ATKINS. Let mo say 

Mr. BEEBE. I hope this will not be taken ont of my time. 

Sir, Lsympathize with Texas, and I recognize the distinction made 
by the Constitution of the United States. In this I differ from my 
friend who upbraided the delegation from that State. When a for- 
cign foe invades a State, there is no necessity for the governor to 
advise the President. The system of the Government is such that 
when the hostile tread. of a foreign foe lights upon the soil of one por- 
tion of the Union, the whole Union feels it to its heart and soul, and 
the soldiers of the Union spring to the defense of that invaded State 
withont any formalities whatever. When domestic violence con- 
fronts the civil authority of a State, then the governor, as the head 
of that State in the absence of the Legislature, must advise the Presi- 
dent. Such should have been the course in the Southern States; 
such, unhappily, was not the course pursued. Sir, if tho amendment 
of the gen from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN ] is voted down, I 
shall, for the purpose of ascertaining what the Army really is at the 
present time and to test the feeling of the committee, move to sub- 
1 1 thousand men where the gentleman has placed fifteen 

pnsan 

Mr. BLOUNT. Iwithdraw the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BANNING. ltenew it, 

It has been stated several times in the House to-day that we have 
no information as to the actual strength of the Army. I think Ican 
inform the House what it is. I have a statement here from the 
Adjutant-General showing what the strength was on the Ist of this 
month, the time referred to in the bill. The cavalry force at that 
time was 7,951; artillery, 2,313; infantry, 8.901; engineers, 193; the 
ordnance, 346; Indian scouts, 582; miscellaneons, 1,611; making 
21,902. Add to this the 400 men in the Signal Corps, and we have a 
total of 22,302. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will the gentleman allow me at this 
point to make a correction? 

Mr. BANNING, Certainly, 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The gentleman states that the num- 
ber he has mentioned is the nnmber on the roll on the Ist of Novom- 
ber, 1877. I hold in my hand the detailed report made by the Adju- 
tant-General to the General of the Army, and by the General of the 
Army produced and delivered to the committee. The numbers cor- 
respond exactly with the numbers which the gentleman has given 
to the House. But these returns are only made up to tho 31st day 
of August. They show the number who were on the roll on the 31st 
day of Augnst. And we were told by the Adjutant-General himself, 
and by the General of the Army, that the casnalties, the losses, and 
desertions had reduced that number undoubtedly below tweuty thon- 
sand on the Ist day of November. 

Mr, BANNING, I must resume the floor. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the gentleman from Ohio please inform 


us what a miscellaneous soldier is? [Laughter] 
Mr. BANNING. I will have to refer the gentleman to the War 
Department. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, this is the report sent to me this morning from 
the Adjutant-General’s Office. The number of men on extra duty is 
3,976. This report, taking it as correct—and I take it as correct be- 
cause it is official—would make the Army 22,304 men. It may be there 
have been casualties since this report; but my letter as for a 
report of the strength of the Army on the Ist of the month, and 
this is the answer of the Adjutant-General. 

I wish now to call attention to that part of the bill which propone 
to increase the cavalry. If we increase the cayalry as this bill pro- 
poses then we make it abont twelve thousand strong. Now, if we 
add 3,976 men on extra and daily duty to this twelve thousand there 
would be left just about enough force for the twenty-five infantry 
regiments and the five artillery regiments to make up the eight cor- 
porals and four sergeants to which each company of infantry and 
artillery is entitled; so that our infantry and artillery wonld consist 
of commissioned officers and non-commissioned officers, without any- 
body in the front line. [Langhter.] It makes our Army a very ridic- 
ulous one, an army of oflicers. Therefore if I might make a su 
tion now, it would be that it would have been well for the committee 
when they increased the cavalry force to do what the bill of last ses- 
sion did: reduce the number of infantry regiments to sixteen and 
artillery regiments to four, and not leave them mere skeletons, with- 
out any private soldiers, as this bill will if it becomes the law. 

s Mr, BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
Jon 
Mr. BANNING. My time is too short. 
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Now, I want to say one word npon another subject. 


The Forty- 
fourth Congress adjonrned without making an appropriation for tho 


Army. That was no fault of this side ef the Honse. The two Houses 
a 1 upon a provision of the bill that provided that all troops 
should be withdrawn from Lonisiana and South Carolina, That was 
the proviso insisted upon by the Honse, to which the Senate woulil 
not And that it was a wise and patriotic provision is proven 
by the fact that the President has SS supe the troops from those 
States just as the Honse bill required. 


Here the hammer fell. 
Vork. I hope the House will extend tho 


r. HEWITT, of New 
time of the gentleman. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. BANKS. Ihopenot. I wantto say a word on this amendment, 
The debate bas been proceeding for some time almost entirely on that 
side of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the debate on that side has been on both 
sides of the question. 

Mr. ATKINS. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BANNING. I wish now to answer a statement made by my 
colleague from Ohio, [Mr. Foster.] Ithink he has made an unfair 
criticism on the action of this side of the House. The tleman says 
our soldiers are suffering and Army officers are compelled to discount 
their por accounts by reason of the failure of this Hose to pass this 
bill. hy is this? Did not the President have ample time to call 
us together before the end of the fiscal year? When the Army bill 
failed under President Pierce he called Con together on thesame 
day to make the appropriation for the support of the Army. But in 
this instance the Executive, while proving to the country by his with- 
drawal of the troops from the Southern States that the position of 
this side of the House was correct, has failed to call Congress together 
to make the appropriation for the support of the Aimy until now. 

The republican Senate defeated tho Army appropriation bill, and 
the President has kept the Army ont of its pay by neglecting to con- 
vene Con at an earlicr day to make the appropriations, so that 
all the misfortunes of the yan tye suiferings that gentlemen havo 
spoken of must be charged to that side of the House, and not to this. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman's party is guilty of the charge he 
makes against us. The men of the 1 who have not received 
their money, the officers of the Army who have been compelled to 
discount their pay-accounts, know that their misfortunes are chargo- 
able to the republican side of this Honse and the Senate for refusing 
to agree to the bill as this House passed it; aud, sir, the conntry 
knows it and approves the action of this Honse in refusing a dollar 
for the Army until it was withdrawn from the Southern States, where 
it had been wrongfully and shamefully used. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to say one word in answer to the gentleman 
from Texas, [Mr. MILLS ] If the people of the Texas frontier are snf- 
fering for the want of a sufficient force to protect them from Mexicans 
who come over to rob and plunder, that is the fault of the managers 
of the Army and not of this House. The gentleman knows that the 
law authorizing the increase of the cavalry companies to one hundred 
men each was made to enable the Secretary of War to fill np the de- 
pleted cavalry companies, for the protection of the Mexican frontier, 
more than eighteen months ago, and I think the gentleman himself 
was the author of the measure. We can protect the Mexican froutier 
in this bill by directing the number of troops to be kept there. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, the organization of an army and the 
necessity of its maintenance arise from the fact that a military 
establ nt is an integral and indispensable part of every furm of 

vernment. A military establishment is necessary, even though 
there exists now no necessity for publio defenso in any quarter, be- 
conve in pe future Arp may be such a 3 In the Seb RIS: 

ound and apparen g it is necessary to prepare for a 
different condition of affairs. vi mili establishment must be kept 
up for that purpose under every form of government. Now, I under- 
stand that the maximum strength of the regular Army as provided 
by law at present is about twenty-five thousand, more or less, and an 
army organization of twenty-five thousand men, admitting that there 
is no immediate internal or external use for the force, is not too large 
to maintain all the elements of an economical and profitable military 
establishment. It has many offices to perform and many elements of 
force to be developed and maintained, all requiring men. Military 
engineering is a science of tho highest order, which demands constant 
study and improvement and porpesual instruction and practico to 
make it effective and secure the object for which it is created, The 
department of ordnance calls for the same industry, intelligence, and 
support alike of professors, officers, and the schools oe artillery. 
Infantry and cavalry must be supported in the same manner. The 
Signal Service, now of vast importance to all the civil interests of 
the country, as well as the military service, is now an important and 
established feature of every well-organized military establishment. 
And the 3 and other surveys now in progress, upon which 
we rely for our knowledge of the face of the continent and its phyoi- 
cal growth and history, are attached to the military department of 
the Government, because science and foree go hand in band to direct, 
execute, and protect the work upon which their success and valne 
depend. These duties, commensurate with the greater part of the 
continent occupied by nearly forty-four millions of ple with an 
infinite variety of constantly increasing public and private interests, 
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require the vigor, skill, discipline, and force of a military establish- 
ment, 

The force of twenty-five thousand men now authorized by law, if 
that be the number, is not too large, even in time of for these 
varied and important national duties. Now, sir, if the action of the 
Committee on Appropriations had been such as to retain this force, 
whatever it may be, I should not have had a word to say; but as 
I understand this bill, it proposes to reduce that authorized force, 
for it provides that no money appropriated by this bill shall be 
used for the enlistment of men except for scouts and the Signal 
Service, and therefore it substitutes the actual force of the Army, 
whatever it may be, for the number of men contemplated and author- 
ized by law; so that ifthe present actual force, instead of being twenty- 
five thousand men, should have been reduced to twenty thousand or 
even fifteen thousand by the casualties of the service, not another man 
to fill up its gaping ranks can be added under authority of this bill. 
That, sir, is not in accordance with their own statement as to the 
object of the bill. But there are reasons why the actually existing 
force should be increased and maintained at the maximum number. 
Not for the purpose of repressing any movement of the laboring 
classes of the country, however; { will not vote a dollar to enlist or 
keep a man in the regular Army under the apprehension or expecta- 
tion that the workingmen of the country are to be controlled by mili- 
tary power. I dismiss that altogether. It is not and should not be 
considered as among the pur of this appropriation. There are 
other and better methods of dealing with the interests of labor and 
maintaining the rights of industry and e the public peace, 

The international complications upon the Texas border, threatening 
and perilous to the best interests of both republics, were presented to 
the last Con That Congress did not deal with the question as it 
might and ought to have done, and its neglect has ee oe us face to 
face with a subject of great difficulty. There is a state of actual war in 
that quarter between American and Mexican forces, and it is poor 
economy to seek by indirect means to reduce appropriations for the 
Army which may result in the reduction of the force upon the Rio 
Grande one thousand or two thousand men, and, through ambuscades 
and the accidents of war, may place our troops in such a position as 
to leave us no alternative but an appeal to arms and the chances 
and inevitable perils of war. How unwise is that economy which 
opens the door tosuch perils. Under these circamstances, it is mani- 
festly unwise that to reduce the Army below the maximum number 
or to deprive the Government of the power to increase its shattered 
forces, if necessary, to that standard. The same condition of affairs 
exists in the Indian country. There is, as we all know, in that quarter 
long continued and bloody war, and to reduce the Army or allow it 
by any chance to be reduced, by one, two, three, or five thousand men 
without the means or right to fill up its ranks,is as a matter o 
economy in the highest degree unwise, at a time when any incident or 
accident that occurs may create a necessity for a largely increased 
military force and vastly larger expenditures for the Army than those 
now proposed. 

Let us take the Army as now authorized by law at its maximum 
strength. No man can now tell what is the number of troops now 
in actual service in the interior of the continent and on the Atlantic, 
Pacific, and Alaskan coasts, and we should appropriate as much as 
may be n to keep it up at the maximum, for the protection 
of the Mexican frontier and for the repression of Indian disturb- 
ances. If I could have my own way, I would vote for five or ten 
thousand men on the Mexican frontier, conditioned that they should 
not pass the frontier into a foreign country, but should maintain the 

and protect the people and their Property apon ourside of the 

ine and charge the cost to the government of Mexico. 

It would be a wise economy and wise legislation, and it onght to 
be adopted and maintained until these perilous international compli- 
cations between this country and Mexico can be permanently and 
justly settled. I hope the House will sustain the amendment of the 
gentleman from Texas, [Mr. SCHLKICHER,] to strike ont the clauses 
which ots enlistments to fill up the ranks of the Army, because 
the bill as reported by the Committee on Appropriations does change 
the military establishment as now established by law. It substi- 
tutes the present number of the Army, whatever it may now be from 
the casualties and losses of war, for that larger force which the stat- 
utes authorize and establish. 

(Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. BANNING. I withdraw my amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I renew it. This House is certainly in a con- 
fused condition in regard to this bill, I have not been informed to- 
day and I do not think this House has been sufficiently informed to- 
day as to the number of soldiers now in the Army. Iam unwillin 
liere to vote a dollar in this appropriation bill till I have ascertain 
that fact. Even the gentleman who so honorably and ably represents 
the Committee on Military Affairs is unable to give us any light what- 
ever upon this point. 

Mr. BANNING. Allow me. I have given you just what the Adju- 
tant-General of the Army states in a letter to me. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN., ccording to the date of that letter, as I 
understand it, it gives the possible strength of the Army on the Ist 
of 5 last. We want to know what the strength of the Army 
is to-day. 

Mr. BANNING. The gentleman cannot know that, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then I say if we cannot know that 

Mr. ATKINS. Will my friend from Missouri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
allow me tosay that the Army ischanging from day to day, and there 
is not a living man on the earth who knows how many men are to- 
day in the field. 

A TEEN DEN. 3 Sed that the 5 cannot deter- 
mine how much money shou appro to the Army. 

Mr. ATKINS. We can approximate Ss says 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Iam unwilling to put a dollar in the hands 
of the Department until I know what is ee, to pay the Army. 
I am willing to pay the soldiers who have served us the v last 
dollar due them; I think itis but honorableon the part of this House 
to make provision to do that; but I am unwilling to advance a dol- 
lar to pay soldiers who do not exist either upon the rolls or within 
the knowledge of any member of this House. 

What are the uses of the Army now? The Indians have been sub- 
jngated ; Chief Joseph has captured General Howard and General 
Miles has captured Joseph; Sitting Bull has retired from our country, 
and we cannot reach him unless we have an extradition treaty. i 
say that we have no use for an Army at all, beyond the number that 
has been designated by the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. BLACKBURN. ] 

As for Texas, we can never satisfy her, never! If Mexico is in the 
turbulent condition that she is mporn an and constantly raiding 
upon our territory, then I say to this Congress, Let us declare war 
against Mexico at once, and wipe her out, and determine that ques- 
tion, and not keep up a standing sore upon our body-politie and upon 
the limits of Texas for time immemorial, Let us end that matter. 

The authorities of Mexico will not repress its turbulent element 
invading our borders, murdering some of onr citizens in Texas, kid- 
naping, and bearing others off into Mexico, then, I say, let our 
Government, in defense of its citizens and its honor, declare war 
against Mexico, thereby conquering a peace for our Texas citizens 
and protecting its own honor. England is always ready to defend 
her citizens, at home or abroad, on sea or on land, and has gained the 
respect of the world in so doing. Why should we not do the same? 

I am unwilling to see the Army increased one single solitary soldier. 
I am unwilling to increase the Army by one soldier to be against 
the laboring-men of this country, for that is the purpose. We have 
an element now in our midst that is dissatisfied with the wages they 
are being paid by corporations. I say let that question be settled 
between the corporations and these men themselves or let it be deter- 
mined in the courts; bnt do not use the Army against the laboring- 
men of this country and hold them in subjection toit. You never can 
conquer a people of that class by any Army you can bing against 
them, because the sentiments of the American people will always be 
upon the side of the laboring-men of this country. 

Mr. SPARKS. Ihad not thought of making any remarks on this 
bill, and should not do so, but for the wide range this discussion has 
taken. It seems to me, sir, that this discussion is now progressing on 
a wrong theory. There is much sense in the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Michigan [Mr. Concer] that there are soldiers and 
widows and orphans of soldiers suffering for the pay that is duethem 
from the Government of the United States. That is a fact beyond all 
question. 

A conflict of opinion might arise between the two political parties 
as to which is responsible for this state of the case. In my judgment 
it cannot be chargeable to the democratic House of the Forty-fourth 
Con for the reason that that House passed an Army appropria- 
tion bill at the last session of Con appropriating a sufficient sum 
for the Army, and sent that bill to the other branch of Congress, 
which was republican, and it (the Senate) rejected it. But one fact 
still is apparent: these men have not been paid and ought to be paid, 
and this special session is called and we meet together to consider 
that subject. The question now is, not whether the Army is to be 
reduced or increased ; we must for the present take the Army as it is. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Banks] suggests that the 
Army, according to law, is now fixed at the maximum of twenty-five 
thousand men, and that the appropriation should be upon that basis. 
Let me ask him, however, how the Committee on Appropriations can 
appropriate money for twenty-five thousand men, when the proofs 
are abundant that there is no such number of men in the field? 
Would you appropriate for twenty-five thousand men when the evi- 
dence is overwhelming that there is no such number and the fact 
undeniable that there are but twenty thousand men in the service? 
We are to take note of these facts, and to appropriate no more mone 
than is needed; but we ought to appropriate as much as is Sai mN d 

Let me ask any fair-minded, candid man if this Committee on 
Appropriations has not earnestly and honestly endeavored to do that 
thing Some gentlemen on this side of the House, democrats and 
friends as it is supposed of the Committee on Appropriations, want 
to reduce the Army, and some of them, among whom stands forth 
prominently the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. SCHLEICHER, ] want to 
increase it; and the gentlemen of the other side (the republicans) 
generally want a largely increased Army of from forty thousand to 
fifty thousand men. The Committee on Appropriations, not ue e 
ing to settle this conflict, nor entering into it, have appropriated for 
the Army as it is or as near as they ean get at it. And in this I sub- 
mit that they have acted justly and wisely. The appropriation must 
be from the 30th of June, 1877, to the 30th of June, 1878; the num- 


302 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


NOVEMBER 9, 


ber of men was more, eariy in the fiscal year, than it is now, and with- 
out further recruiting will doubtless be less than now at its end. 

Now, the committee, in view of this, have fixed in this bill that the 
Army shall not be increased, by recruiting or otherwise, beyond what 
it was November 1, 1877, and have made the appropriation upon this 
basis. Do gentlemen insist that it shall be increased? The gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN ] wants to diminish it! Now, 
for myself, I have to say to that gentleman and to the House that 
when that question comes up properly he will find me favorable to 
a reasonable diminution; but o not pro to enter upon that 
= now and in this appropriation bill. Half of the present 

scal year has expired; we have ascertained as nearly as we can the 
number of men that ought to be paid, the amount of money that 
ought to be appropriated for that purpose, and this bill does it. Why, 
then, all this contention? Why not pass this bill as it is ? As I have 
said, half the service for the present year is performed; the status of 
the Army is ascertained and fixed as near as it is possible to do. This 
bill appropriates socee® to cover all necessary pay and expenses of 
this branch of the public service, unless the Army is to be increas ed 
That in my judgment ought not to be done. It does not appropriate 
too much, unless the Army is to be diminished. And my conviction 
is that this appropriation bill is not the place northe means by which 
that is to be correctly done. 

Leave the Army, then, as it is and appropriate for it as it is. Not, 
as the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BAXkS] would say, at 
twenty-five thousand men; for an appropriation on such a basis would 
be more than is necessary, because, though the law contemplates or 
permits an Army of that number, there are not actually that many 
men in the field; and the gentleman from Massachusetts is certainly 
convinced of that fact. Therefore the committee has struck a fair, 
honest mean; and I submit that the House should stand by it. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was to. 

The committee aopordingiy rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Cox reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had under considera- 
tion the Union generally and particularly the bill (H. R. No. 902) 
making appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1878, and for other purposes, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that when the House shall again resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union on this 
bill, all debate upon the pending paragraph be limited to ten min- 
utes. ; 

Mr. MILLS. Pending that motion, I move that the House do now 

ourn, 
e motion of Mr. MILLS was to; and accordingly (at four 
o'clock and twenty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC, 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BACON : The petition of Catharine Hunt, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DICKEY: Papers relating to the claim of Thomas Johnson 
for property taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: Papers relating to the claim of the Mount 
Savage Iron Company foriron taken and used by the United States— 
to the same committee. 

Also, N paun of Mrs. Elizabeth Withers, for compensation for 
cotton sei by United States Treasury agents—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Charles Mason, to be relieved 
from paying for two hundred and ten cigar-stamps stolen from him— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH : Papers relating to the petition of M. 

H. Noonan for compensation for the rent of and injury to her dwell- 
ing-house in New Orleans, Louisiana, by United States authorities— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Bridget T. Hopper, for a pension—to the Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of Robert J. Edelen, for pay for 
i the United States—to the Committee 


labor and materials f 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: Papers relating to the petition of Nancy A. 
Herrick that a patent to certain lands be issued to her—to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. MORGAN: Papers relating to the petitions of Timothy J. 
Hurlbut, Mary L. Lebon, Daniel C. Putnam, and Martha W. William- 
son for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the heirs of John A. Stevens 
for property destroyed by the United States Army—to the Committee 
ou War Claims. . 

Also, papers relating to the petition of James Smith for additional 
pay as an officer in the United States Army—to the Committee on 

ilitary Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Robert L. Hottel for property 


lost while in the United States Army—to the same committee. 
Also, papers relating to the claim of Josiah Cunningham for pay for 


services rendered as deputy provost-marshal at Marshall, Missouri— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, se pee relating to the claim of Samuel M. Phariss to be 
reimb the amount paid for property bought at a sequestration 
sale, recovered of him by reason of a defect in the title to said prop- 
erty—to the same committee. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: Papers relating to the claim of the heirs of 
Richard W. Mead—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PAGE: Papers relating to the claim of John M. and Shep- 
erd fangs SF the same committee. 

By . PATTERSON: Papers relating to the petition of Josephine 
C. Owen, poranna at Randolph, New York, to be relieved of all 
responsibility for the money and stamps belonging to the Govern- 
ment stolen from her—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of Thomas P. Kane, for an in- 
vestigation of certain abuses and irregularities existing in the Pen- 
son Bureau of the Interior Department—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: Executive Docnment No. 35, second session For- 
8 Co containing a list of 449 claims examined and 
allowed by the accounting officers of the Treasury Department under 
the act of July 4, 1864—to the Committee on War Claims, 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Rowan Mills and China Grove, North Carolina—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SAMPSON: Papers relating to the petition of Simeon M. 
Preston to be relieved from responsibility for the amounts embezzled 
by his deputies while he was collector of internal revenue—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. SCALES: Papers relating to the claim of the Pottawato- 
mie Indians—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Georgia: A poper relating to the establishment 
of a post-route between Leary an ers Store, Calhoun County, 
Georgia—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 

By Mr. STONE, of Michi 8 relating to the petitions of 
John Langland and Emily E. ock for peusions— to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Admiral Porter, Vice-Admiral 
Rowan, Rear-Admiral John rs, and other officers of the Navy, 
in behalf of the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Wirt Goldsborough, widow 
of the late Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: Papers relating to the petition 
of William A. Mann, late acting assistant eee in the United 
States Navy, to be reimbursed for moneys belonging to the Govern- 
ment stolen from him—to the Committee of Claims. 


IN SENATE. 


FRIDAY, November 9, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

On motion of Mr. SARGENT, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SARGENT presented the petition of Prudence Pierce and Van- 
ness Pierce, of Cook County, Illinois, praying to have their claim for 
the proceeds of cotton furnished the United States in 1863 by Horace 
Pierce, late husband of Prudence Pierce, and which are now in the 
Treasury, referred to the Court of Claims for adjudication; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of J. S. Hausberger and 174 
others, citizens of Bibb County, Alabama, praying for an appropria- 
obile Bay; which was re- 


tion by Congress for the improvement of 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented the pees of Charles Brewster, of 
Richardson County, Nebraska, late first lieutenant Seventh Cavalry, 
and brevet captain United States Army, praying that he may be re- 
instated to his former rank and position in the Army; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GORDON presented the petition of John F. Andrews, of Wilkes 
County, Georgia, praying the passage of a bill refunding him the sum 
of $130 which he was compelled to pay on account of the burning of 
a registered letter by him mailed to Atlanta, Georgia, on the 24th of 
July, 1877; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am authorized by the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. Xo. 3) relating to the equitable 
and legal rights of parties in possession of certain lands and improve- 
ments thereon in California, and to provide jurisdiction to determine 
those rights, to report it back and ask to be discharged from its con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. It is, on investigation, nothing but a private land claim, and 


1877. 


the people interested in the bill are entirely satisfied that it should 
go to that committee. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom were re- 
ferred the papers pertaining to the claim of Augustin Gachot, of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, praying compensation for property alleged to have 
been taken and destroyed by United States forces during the late 
war, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed, and the committee were discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition. 

LANDS ON WEST CAPITOL FRONT. 

Mr. DAWES. I am directed by the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 179) to author- 
ize the taking of certain els of land for the public use at the in- 
tersection of Pennsylvania and Maryland avenues on the west front 
of the Capitol grounds, to report it with a slight verbal amendment, 
and if there be no objection, I should like to haveit considered at 
the present time, as it is desirable to have action at an early day. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Let the bill be read for informa- 
tion, subject to objection. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I wish the Senator reporting the 
bill would give some explanation of it, and I will give way for that 


oe 
P Mr. DAWES. I was going to state to the Senate that this is pre- 
cisely the bill that has passed the Senate at two sessions heretofore, 
and perhaps the Senate perfectly understand what it is intended to 
accomplish. But if not, I will state what every Senator will have 
observed, I think, that always, but more especially since the erection 
of the monument at the west entrance of the Capitol grounds, there 
has been a very narrow passage-way for travel on either side of the 
Capitol gronn Since the erection of the naval monument on the 
west front, the space has been reduced to a mere throat, almost 
entirely occupied by the railroad tracks; so that upon the north side 
is very inconvenient and very dangerous to the public travel. It 
has always been contemplated, or at least for a great many years, to 
widen that space by taking off a little portion of the corners of the 
lots at that point and then to complete the circle by taking from the 
8 grounds upon the other side, thus making a perfect circle. 
he absolute necessity of doing this is now much more apparent than 
ever before. It is also proposed to complete a corresponding circle 
at the Maryland avenue entrance. 

The whole matter has been before the Senate heretofore, and the 
bill has been passed on two occasions. Once it went through the 
other branch in an appropriation bill; but in a committee of confer- 
ence it fell through. The necessity of it is so apparent that it is de- 
3 have the bill passed, if there is no objection to it, as early 
as possible. 

he form of the proceeding is precisely the same as was adopted 
when the two squares on the east side of the Capitol were obtained, 
this being a 8 of that bill in that respect. The land to be taken 
is particularly defined in a plan deposited with the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and an amendment is offered to the 
bill to identify this plan, a rays deg verbal amendment, so as to make 
it perfectly certain that it is the plan indicated. When the trans- 
action is completed, there will be deeds of conveyance of the abso- 
kite title recorded in tho ney of deeds of the District of Colam- 
bia, so that the boundaries of the land will become the property of 
the United States, and the abntters will be defined in the records 
whero all titles are recorded. The proceedings are simple. The bill 
providne for what is called the condemnation of this land by proceed- 
ngs in the supreme conrt of the District of Columbia. There is to be 
an application by the Secretary of the Interior to the supreme court 
of the District setting out this land and the apparent owners; then 
the court orders notice; and by proceedings, either through a com- 
mittee to be appointed by the conrt or by a board of arbitration, or in 
any other manner that the court shall deem. just, it ascertains the 
value of the land, less the betterments that will result from the im- 
provements. That ascertainment receiving the sanction and judg- 
ment of the court is to be the price to be tendered to these parties, 
and the 1 177 are then required to make the deed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to tho consideration 
of the bill at this time ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I do not interpose any objection, 
but the Senator, I believe, so far has failed, and so does the bill fail, 
to give even an estimate of the amount necessary to acquire the 


property. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam obliged to the Senator for reminding me of a 
communication which I have from the architect of the Capitol which 
meets the Senator’s inquiry. The amount is very small compared 
with the improvement that the taking of the land will make. I 
have here the assessed value of the lots themselves and of all the 
improvements, so far as it is proposed to take them, in the table 
which I send to the Clerk. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the eommuni- 
cation for the information of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

ENGINEER’s OFFICE, UNITED STATES CAPTTOL GROUNDS, 
Washington, D. C., October 23, 1877. 
Dear Sin: According to your request, I transmit herewith a statement of the 
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from squares 575 and 576 to complete the circles at 
land a th E im- 


provements as 
The walks are to be of the same width as the one completed on the east side of 
Pennsylvania avenne circle, and will be taken from five lots of square 575 and from 
one lot in square 576. 
Very respectfully, 


F. H. COBB, 
Engineer of Capitol 


Hon. EDWARD CLARK, 
Architect of United States Capitol. 


Square 575, corner of Pennsylvania avenue and First street, northwest. 


of 


e 2 
2 2 2 — 
„Š By E A 
Lot— 25 8 3 aS 
„ b 
8 4 E E 
$3 00 | $2,904 00 
275 1, 977 25 
275| 1,575 75 
250 742 50 
225 


* No improvements. 


Mr. DAWES. This table does not tako into consideration any 
betterments that may result from the taking of this land. It is tbe 
opinion of good judges that the lots will have so much more desirable 
fron as to be worth more after this circle is complete and taken 
off than before. That, of course, is a matter of ju ent, and as 
between the United States and individuals my experience is such 
that I cannot hold out any great promise on that point, but I think 
there would be from that cause a very considerable diminution of the 
sum total read by the Clerk. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds with an amendment in line 9, section 1, after the word 
„grounds“ to insert: 


And signed by H. L. Dawes, chairman of said committee, November 9, 1877. 


So as to read : 

Atthe foot of the Capitol grounds in accordance 3 of Fred Law 
Olmstead, heretofore . and deposited in the room of the Senate Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, and signed by H. L. Dawes, chairman of said 
committee, November 9, 1877. 

2 DAWES. That is for the purpose of identifying this particular 

an. 
$ The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

Mr. WHYTE. It occurs to me that it would be proper to submit 
the valuation of this property to a jury rather than to two or three 
commissioners selected by the court. I should like to strike out that 
part of the bill and insert “a jury properly summoned to ascertain 
the value.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Maryland proposes 
the amendment stated by him in his place. 

Mr. DAWES. I will state, as I have already done, that this is in 
conformity to all the precedents that have n adopted by the 
United States for the last twenty or thirty years, I remember once 
in the other branch undertaking to satisfy that branch that the Con- 
stitution required this proceeding to be settled by a jury, and I failed 
utterly to satisfy them of ay such thing; and I have found in prac- 
tice that this is, after all, safer for the United States. The Senator 
from Maryland, unless there be some constitutional trouble in his 
mind, I think will be satisfied that a jury selected in this District, in 
the ordi way of selecting a jury, would be tho last tribunal to 
which the United States would want to submit the question of how 
much they would pay for real estate round about this Capitol. 

The judgment of a responsible committee or board of arbitration, 
such as the supreme court of the District would appoint, reporting 
to the court itself, (and both sides being heard upon that report upon 
its acceptance or upon a rehearing or upon any mistake of judgment 
or calculation,) would be so much more safe and so much more cer- 
tain to keep the United States itself from being obliged to pay for an 
absolute necessity here more than it is worth, that unless the Sen- 
ator from Maryland feels convinced that the parties have a right to 
a jury, I think he will not insist upon the amendment. 

Mr. WHYTE. I should like to hear the bill read through. It does 
not seem to accord with the statement of the Senator Massa- 
chusetts as I understood bim. 

: 8 8 VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the- bill at 
engt 
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The Chief Clerk read the bill as amended, as follows: 


-eight 
superficial feet of lot num 1; seven hundred num- 
-three feet of lot numbered 3; two hundred and 


numbered 9, square 576, i 
Provided. t authori 


Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to purchase the 
ground above named from the owners thereof, the value of the property so pur- 
chased to be paid to the owner or owners thereof, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise a ated, on the requisition of said Secretary : Provided, That 
before such payment shall be made, the owner or owners of the property purchased 
shall, by good and sufficient deed or deeds in due form of law, and approved by the 
Attorney-General of the United States, fully release and convey to the United 
States all their and each of their several and respective rights in said titles to such 


and 3 so purchased. 

Sec. 3. That to ascertain the value of said property, it shall be the daty of the 
Secretary of the Interior to make application to the supreme court of the District 
of Columbia, which court is hereby authorized and required, upon such applica- 
tion, in such mode and under such rules and regulations as it may adopt, to make 
a just and equitable a isement of the cash value of the several interests of each, 
and every owner of the real estate and improvements thereon n to be 
taken for the public use, in accordance with the provisions of this act; and, in all 
such a) ents, both damages as well as ts shall be taken into con- 


jora: 
Src. 4. That the fee-simple of all premises so appropriated for public nse, of 
which an appraisement shall 7 been made under the oa ond. e — = 
court, upon payment to the owner or owners respectively © app 
valuo, or in case said owner or owners refuse or neglect for fifteen anys after 
the appraisement of the cash value of said lands and improvements by said court 
to demand the same from the Secretary of the Interior, upon depositing the said 
appraised value in the said court to the credit of such owner or owners respectively, 
be vested in the United States; and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby author- 
ized and required to pay to the several owner or owners respectively the appraised 
valne of the several premises, as one in the ee said court, or 
pay into court by deposit, as herein provided, the said appraised values. 

. 5. That said court may direct the time and manner in which possession of 
the y condemned shail be taken or delivered, and may, if necessary, enforce 
any o; or issue any process for giving possession. The cost occasioned by the 
inquiry and assessment shall bo paid by the United States; and as to other costs 
which arise, they shall be c 


ma or taxed as the court may direct. 
Sec. 6. That no delay in making an assessment of compensation or takin 
session shall be 


occasioned by any doubt which may arise as to the Genara hik oé 
the y, or 1 thereof, or as to the interests of the respective owners; 
but in such cases court sh ＋ Sept a deposit of the money allowed as com- 
8 for tho whole property or the partin dispute. In all cases, as soon as tho 

nited States shall have paid the compensation assessed, or secured its payment 
FC y out tho object oE 6 8 
propriate out of any moneys in the Treasury not appropriated. 8 

Mr. WHYTE. Now, Mr. President, there is no provision in this bill 
even for the appointment of commissioners. It leaves it to the court, 
in the exercise of its own discretion, to have an appraisement made 
of this property. While I am very anxious to protect the United 
States, Pihink the citizens of the United States ought also to be pro- 
tected in the enjoyment of their property; and in most of the States, 
before you can take private property for public use, the p: to 
whom the property belongs has the right to subject the matter to the 
ascertainment of a jury as to its value. Here there seems to be no 

rovision for commissioners, jury, or any other outside ghar 

‘or estimate of the property as to its value. It is left exclusively to 
the court to do just as it pleases; and if the gas refuses or neglects 
to take the money so awarded, it is to be paid into the Treasury, and 
left there for him until he does choose to take it. I thiuk the citizens 
of the District of Columbia have a right to be protected against that 
sort of modo of taking their property. I shall vote against the bill. 
I do not choose to offer any amendment; but it strikes me that the 
bill, in its present form, ought not to pass. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, any a 1 e of a committee or 
any selection of any other would be by the court itself; and 
I take it that the Senator from Maryland would not desire to have 
the determination of such a board final. They must make report to 
the court, and the court must pass upon that report; so that, in point 
of fact, it becomes the judgment of the court, penoy as in any 
suit at law, where facts are 10 be determined which it is not conve- 
nient or suitable for the judge himself to pa upon, there is pro- 
vision for the making of rules to ascertain those facts. So it od 
vided in this bill that in any way that is proper the court shall inform 
itself of the value; and therefore we must assume that the supreme 
court of the district will select that way which is most proper in 
order to ascertain that fact. They will ascertain the appraisa 

Now, the only question in my mind when this bill was presented 
was whether there should not be a provision for a private purchase, 
if possible, withont this machinery ; but it so happens that the title 
to one or two of these lots is in minors, and to one in a trustee, I 


think, who has not the power without the order of a court to make 
a title; and that would render it absolutely necessary to have some 
machinery in the end to go to the court to ascertain the title as to 
some of these lots. 

Then, inasmuch as this has been the form that the United States 


has adopted for so long a time, and no complaint has arisen from it, 
we thought best to follow it. I will state, to quiet the apprehensions 
of the Senator from Maryland as to any injustice likely to be done to 
the citizen, that in taking the two blocks on the east of the Capitol 
in this manner it so resulted that men obtained a considerably larger 
sum per foot for their property throughout than some of them were 
ready at private sale to convey it for, and it would have been bet- 
ter by several hundred thousand dollars for the United States to 
make private purchases of those individuals. But there was here 
and there one of them who preferred to take his chances at a con- 
demnation in court, and the United States was forced to the condem- 
nation in court and to pay a goua deal more in the te than it 
could have got it almost all for at private arrangement. So it will 
be hero. The citizen will not suffer. It is the United States that 
will be obliged in the end, for this improvement that is an absolute 
necessity—and we might as well look at that fact squarely—to pay 
a good deal more than it ought to pay. We must have it. That 
„good deal more,” however, will amount to but little at most. All 
the parts of lots proposed to be taken are not assessed for much more 
than $25,000, I believe the statement of the architect is. If we were 
to attempt to contrive some other mode of ascertaining the value of 
the ground, especially if we were to refer the question to a jury or 
to establish an intermediate tribunal between us and the supreme 
court and then let the supreme court of the District finally pass upon 
5 e we should in the end be about where we are now in the 
nning. 

r. MUNDS. Mr. President, I a with the Senator from 
Massachusetts that it is not on the whole a wise and just way to ap- 
praise property condemned for public use, by a jury generall 
think better justice is done to the owner and to the public usually by 
acommission. But the subject to which I wish to call the attention 
of my friend from Massachusetts is in the third section,and not on 
that precise point, for under the third section the court could assess 
this land bya jury if it liked; but the difficulty that strikes my mind 
is another one. I understand in this particular instance that there 
are some involvements of title and some interests held by persons 
under disability, as infancy, coverture, and so on, Now this section 
merely provides that the Secretary of the Interior shall “ make ap- 
plication to the me court of the District of Columbia, which 
court is hereby authorized and required, upon such application, in 
such mode and under such rales and regulations as it may adopt, to 
make a just and equitable appraisement of the cash value of the sev- 
eral interests.” 

And then the next section provides for paying the money to the 
owner. 

The first criticism that strikes my mind is that it does not require 
this to be done upon notice to the owner. Of course it would be com- 
petentfor the court to, and the court undoubtedly would, require notice 
to be given to the owners. At the same time it is a little unsafe and 
on the face of it unjust legislation not to require that notice should 
be given to the persons in interest of this application, in order that 
they may be heard in the first instance, 

Then, supposing it to say, as it could by a single word, that this 
shall be upon notice, we reach the next difficulty, that there is trouble 
in giving notice to a minor unless you provide the method in which it 
shall be done, to his guardian; or, in the case of a married woman, to 
her husband, or a trustee, or somebody. 

In the third place, the bill provides that when this money is paid 
it shall be paid to the owner. If the owner happens to be an infant, 
such payment would be perfectly unavailable ; the money would be 
gone; and when the infant came to his estate, he would have a right 
to say, “ I was not capable of receiving this money, and somebody 
got it away from me,” and he would have, upon principles of law, a 
pretty fair claim forare-inquiry. So, then, in this case the law ought 
to provide that the payment to persons who are not sui juris should 
be to their legal representatives, the guardian of the infant, who is 
under bonds of course, or the trustee of the married woman, or who- 
ever the proper 1. 75 representative might be. I therefore su t to 
my friend from Massachusetts whether it would not be well to let 
this bill go over until to-morrow, and the little technical phraseol 
that is necessary to meet these difficulties should be inserted, in order 
oe the title of the United States may be absolutely perfect in the 
end. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, of course I do not object to the sug- 
ganon I will say simply in connection with what has been said 

y the Senator from Vermont that while what the Senator has said 
is absolutely true in law, tho only question in my mind is whether 
it is as absolutely necessary as it is true. In order to make the title 
perfect in the United States or in order to make the proceeding in 
the court binding upon anybody, of course the court know, without 
our putting it in a statute, that it must be on proper notice to all 
parties. It is not necessary for us to tell the supreme court of the 

istrict that they cannot render a judgment against a party that is 
not in court, that shall bind him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But we do in every State where such statutes nro 


passed. 

Mr. DAWES. It is so easy to put in that word “notice” that it 
ought to be there. Whether we should prescribe jast whom to pay 
the money to or not, I do not know. I think a little at least may be 
trusted to the wisdom of the court; but I do not object to any of the 
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suggestions that have been made, because they are just and sound, 
as everything that comes from the Senator is; and nothing can be 
sounder that what he has said on this occasion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend is rather free with his compliments. 
The difficulty with the last point is about trusting if to a court to 
say to whom the money shall be paid. Thesixth section says it shall 
be paid to “the owner,” and if therefore “the owner” happens to 
be a minor, the command of the law is that it shall go into his hands, 
and that unhappily will not make a good title. 

Mr. DAWES. I would only suggest, in answer to that, that where 
the title to a lot is in a minor under guardianship, it takes the whole 
custodian of that 150 50 to make out the owner. 

The VICE-PRESID „Does the Senator from Massachusetts 
assent to the suggestion of the Senator from Vermont? 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Just one moment, sir. I have an objec- 
tion to this section as it reads now. It leaves too much, in my opin- 
ion, to the supreme court of the District of Columbia. It seems to 
me that there onght to be an absolute prescription that the value of 
this property should be ascertained by five disinterested freeholders, 
by a majority of them, in such manner as the court should direct. I 
think that in the statute we should either say it is to be done by a 
jury or to be done by a certain number of freeholders in the District 
who are disinterested. I think it is not best to leave too much to a 
court in a matter of this kind; it is better to prescribe absolutely 
what you want done, And the citizen must be protected as well as 
the Government. Five disinterested freeholders certainly are few 
enough for such a purpose, allowing a majority of them to report to 
the court upon the subject. Sucha y com d of freeholders 
and disinterested men, it strikes me, would be the better mode of 
eb the value of the property than the verdict of a jury. I 
prefer that it should be made specific, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill goes over, subject to amend- 
ment when next considered by the Senate. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. COCKRELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 233) for the relief of John E. Catlett; 
which was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers on 
the files relating to the case, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8. No. 234) for the relief of Thomas B. Wallace; which 
was read twice by its title, and, together with the Scie on the files 
relating to the case, referred to the Committee on Claims, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 235) for the relief of Joseph Kinney, administrator 
of David Ballentine, of Missouri; which was read twice by its title, 
and 1 with the 1 on the files relating to the case, referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No, 236) for the relief of William Morrison ; which 
was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers on the files 
relating to the case, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 237) to authorize the payment of all customs 
duties in legal-tender notes; which was oad twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 238) to extend the time for the construction 
and completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad, and by a re-adjust- 
ment of the grants without rep rere Peat appropriation to secure the 
construction of the Portland, Salt e and South Pass Railroad; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I desire that the bill lie on the table for the 
present. I shall call it up for reference at a future day, at which 
time I propose to offer some explanation of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MITCHELL also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 239) providing for the removal of the 
Walla Walla, Cayuses, and Umatilla tribes and bands of Indians to a 
permanent reservation, and to open to settlement the Umatilla res- 
ervation in Oregon; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ALLISON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 240) to indemnify the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of John Rice Jones, deceased, for the lands sold and other- 
wise appropriated by the United States within the limits of certain 
confirmed private land claims in the State of Illinois, and to quiet 
titles; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. HEREFORD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 241) for the relief of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church South at Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia; 
9 5 5 was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

aims. 

Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 242) in relation to the jurisdiction of district 
courts in the Territory of Utah in matters of divorce; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 


VI——20 


Mr. SARGENT (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 243) for the relief of Pru- 
dence Pierce and Vanness Pierce; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimons consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 244) granting a pension to 
Frederick Banker; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. OGLESBY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 245) for the relief of J. D. Graham; which 
5 xen twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 

airs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 2 to correct commencement of renewal of sion 
of Anna Brasel, widow of David Brasel, sergeant in Captain Gor- 
don’s company, Colonel Neal’s regiment, Illinois Mounted Volunteers ; 
nae was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. COKE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 247) in aid of the agricultural and mechanical 
colleges of the several States; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and popore in the case of Nathaniel Knykendall be 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accom in, pers in the case of Gideon M. 

1 85 be taken gy the files of the te 2 referred to the Committee on 
ms. 

0 That the petition and papers in the case of Leopold and Solomon Levi 
be tanec tian tha Dich of the DALA ta eee 

On motion of Mr. BAILEY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Samuel Marshall on the files of the Senate be re- 
ferred to the Committee on 3 Affairs. 

Ordered, That the tion of Alexander Bright on the files of the Senate be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. HEREFORD, it was 


Ordered, That the tion and papers of James Cummings be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Claims. * 


INDIAN AFFAIRS AND EXPENSES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I submit the following resolution ; 
and, as it may not cover the whole ground that it ought to cover or 
may possibly cover too much, I ask that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, when read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Secretary will report the resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior cause to be prepared and reported 
to the Senate pp etol arran in alphabetical order, e. 

First. The approximate number of persons belonging to each tribe of Indians 

Second. The locality and extentof the reservations, if any, assi to the tribe, 
and whether the lands are held in common or in severalty; and, if there be no 
Paes then a short description of the country cooupiad or ed by such 


Third, A condensed statement of the treaty obligations now subsisting with 
each tribe, showing the date and article thereof, and referring to the volame 
page of the Statutes at Large or Revised Statates where the same may be found. 

‘ourth. The amounts of money required to bar Hig wep annually ander such 
treaty obligations, and the pu: to which it is to be applica ; and also the 
amount annually appropriated since the year 1870 for the use of tribes with which 
no treaty stipulations exist. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Under the order of the Senate the Chair 
. the Senator from Iowa [Mr. KIRKWOOD] to be a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of the late Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morton ;] the 
Senator from Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS] to be a member of the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections, to fill a vacancy on that committee from 
the same cause; the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] to bea 
member of the Committee on Railroads, to filla vacancy from the 
same cause. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the names of B. WahLntan and Jons H. MITCHELI be transposed 
in the Committee on Privileges and Elections, so that the name of Mr. WADLEIGH 
may stand first on said committee and that of Mr. MITCHELL second; and B. 
WADLEIGH is hereby appointed chairman of such committee. 

I will state the reason why I offer this resolution. My own name 
stands first on the list of the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
after that of the late chairman, Senator Morton. I am also chair- 
man of the Committee on Railroads. I understand that under the 
unwritten law and n of the Senate I am entitled to select which 
chairmanship I will take. I elect to retain that on railroads, and 
desire this change made. The forty-sixth rule pes notice, that 
the chairmen of committees must be appointed by the Senate by bal- 
lot, unless otherwise ordered. The rule reads as follows: 

In the appointment of the standing committees, the Senate, unless otherwise 
ordered, shall proceed by ballot to appoint, severally, the chairman of each com- 
mittee, and then, by one Palit, the — — members necessary to complete the same. 
A majority of the whole number of votes given shall be necessary to the choice of 
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a chairman of a standing committee, but a plurality of votes 9 the other 


- members thereof. All other committees shall be appointed by 
wise ordered, and a plurality of votes shall appoint. 

When the chairman of a committee shall resign or cease to serve on a commit- 
tee, and the Presiding Officer be authorized by the Senate to fill the vacancy in 
such committee, unless specially otherwise ordered, it shall be only to fill up the 
number on the committee. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 


jot, unless other- 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After ten minutes spent in execu- 
tive session the doors were re-opened, and (at one o’clock and eight 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


FRIDAY, November 9, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by Rev. DAvip WILLS, 
D. D., of Washington, District of Columbia. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 
Mr. CLYMER. Irise to submit the following resolution : 


Resolved, That Rev. Dr. W. P. Harrison, of the State of Georgia, be, and he 
is hereby, elected We poly of the House of Representatives for the remainder of 
the term of the Forty-iifth Congress. 

Before demanding the previous question on this resolution, I shall 
be glad to yield to any member who may desire to substitute the 
name of any other gentleman. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to amend by striking out “ Rev. Dr. W. P. 
Harrison, of the State of Georgia,” and inserting “ Rev. J. G. But- 
ler, D. D., of Washington, District of Columbia.” 

The amendment was not agreed to; there being ayes 46, noes not 
counted. 

The resolution of Mr. CLYMER was adopted. 

Mr. CLYMER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
me 11 7 and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 

e table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVY-YARD AT MARE ISLAND. 


Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimons consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs : 

Whereas cha: of a serious character have been and are being made against the 
management of the navy-yard at Mare Island, California; Therefore, 

Beit resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be and are hereby instrneted 
to examine into such charges; that all testimony and papers referring thereto be 
referred to said committee, and that said committee report to this House upon the 

uestion of the necessity or advisability of the appointment of a committee to inves- 
gate and report upon the same. 


PASSED ASSISTANT PAYMASTER JOSEPH T. ADDICKS. 


Mr. O’NEILL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1238) for the relief of Passed Assistant Paymaster Joseph T. Addick 
United States Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. E. B. C. HARE, 


Mr. O'NEILL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1239) for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth Binney Cadwallader Hare, 
widow of George H. Hare, late a lieutenant in the United States Navy; 
which was a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Fensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM WHEELER HUBBELL. 

Mr. O’NEILL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1240) for the relief of William Wheeler Hubbell; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and 
ordered to be printed. 

AMANDA M. COOK, 


Mr. PRICE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1241) for the relief of Amanda M. Cook, of Scott County, State of 
Iowa; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


PRINTING DIGEST OF RULES, ETC. 


Mr. MCMAHON, I ask unanimous consent to offer the following 
resolution for reference to the Committee on the Rules: 

Resolved, That there shall be printed, for the use of the House, 2,000 copies of 
the Digest for the second session of the present Congress, 

The SPEAKER. Before this resolution can be finally adopted, it 
must go to the Committee on Printing; but it can, if the gentleman 
desires, go in the first instance to the Committee on the Rules for 
consideration. 

There beingno objection, the resolution was introduced and referred 
to the Committee on the Rules. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mr. ERRETT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1242) to provide a building for the use of the United States circuit 
and district courts, Here go Neg post-office at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; which was read a t and second time, referred to 
the Commitee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
prin 

PARIS EXPOSITION OF 1877. 

Mr. SWANN, by unanimous consent, reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs two letters from the Seeretary of State to that 
committee in reference to the Paris exposition of 1878, and also with 
amendments a joint resolution (H. R. No. 1) in relation to the inter- 
national industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878; which 
were ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 


AWARDS BY MEXICAN CLAIMS COMMISSION, 


Mr. SWANN also, by unanimous consent, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs a communication from the Secretary of 
State, with draught of a bill to provide for the distribution of awards 
made under the convention between the United States and Mexico 
of July 4, 1868; which was ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 


EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Mr. ATKINS. Before going into committee I wish to move to close 
debate on the Pending amendment to the Army appropriation bill. 

Mr. KNOTT. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for the purpose of 
making a report from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ATKINS. I yield for that purpose, 

Mr. KNOTT, by unanimons consent, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back the bill (H. R, No. 86) to provide for the set- 
tlement of the accounts of workmen, &c., for excess of eight hours’ 
labor; and moved that the same be referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, 

e motion was agreed to. 
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon, by unanimous consent, presented reso- 
lutions of the Board of Trade of Portland, Oregon, recommending Con- 
to extend the time for the completion and extension of land 
rant of the Northern Pacific Railroad; which were referred to the 
ommittee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD. 
The paper is as follows: 


Resolution from the Board of Trade of Portland, recommending Congress 
to extend the time for completion and extension of land grant of Northern Pacific 


PORTLAND, OREGON, September B, 1877. 
Whereas the Northern Pacific Railroad Company is now applying for an ex- 
tension of its land grant and the time for the completion of its ; and 
Whereas the interests of the State-of Oregon and the Territories of Washingto: 
Idaho, and Montana imperatively demand that such an extension be granted; anc 
Whereas Portland, in the State of Pes err is now a city of fifteen thousand in- 
habitants, with an assessed 9 of $12,113,255; a 8 which during the year 
1876 215 sea-going vessels, with a registered tonnage of 167.772 tons, entered ; from 
which yng Rage same period canned salmon, wheat, flour, wool, &., valued at 
over $10,000,000, were exported ; where two lines of ocean steamers, plying nine 
erg and commodions steamships from and to San Francisco, and a line ranning 
to Puget Sound, British Columbia, and Alaska find constant and ever-increasin, 
business; where the Oregon and California Railroad and Oregon Central Railroad 
Companies have their terminus; and where sixty-two steamboats, with a tonnage 
of 29,226 tons, are hardly sufficient to transact the inland river trade; and 
Whereas the south side of the Columbia River has been reported by experienced 
and competent engineers as not only practicable but as 8 many and great 
advan over the country to the north of that river for the building of a rail- 
road, and as the laws of commerce demand that the road should be located ba 
that side to t rt the ucts of the richest agricultural districts on the Pa- 
cifle coast, viz: the counties of Stevens, Whitman, Columbia, and Walla Walla, 
in the Territory of Washington, and the counties of Baker, Grant, Union, Uma- 
tilla, and Wasco, in the State of Oregon, to tidewater, and because the company 
itself would be greatly benefited by such location, as the most steady.and amplo 
su ply of freight rare. ger traffic would be insured: 
erefore, the of Trade of the City of Portland would respectfully but 
earnestly recommend to the Con of the United States that the extension of 
the lan gani and the time for the completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad, 
y that company, be granted, but that the act granting such extension 
should require the said Northern Pacitic Railroad Company to build its main line 
on tho south side of the Columbia River to the city of Portland, in the State of 
Oregon, and thence to Kalama, there to connect with their road already constructed. 
II. W. CORBETT, i 


Attest: 
WILLIAM REID, 
Secretary. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. ATKINS. After consultation with gentlemen on the other side, 
I desire to withdraw my motion made yesterday, or to amend it, which- 
ever 188 be most proper. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Iobject, and call for the regular order of business. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman bas the right to modify his mo- 
tion. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I object to everything but, the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. This is the regular order. 
Mr. ATKINS. I withdraw the motion made yesterday, and now 
move that all debate on the pending paragraph to the Army appro- 
riation bill in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
closed in twenty minutes, ten minutes to the other side and ten 
minutes to this. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ATKINS. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
further considering the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House ante Jf resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cox, of New York, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House, all further debate is 
closed upon the pending ap egy in twenty minutes. The pending 
amendment is that moved by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
BLACKBURN] to the amendment of the gentleman from Texas, [ Mr. 
SCHLEICHER, ] which the Clerk will sa 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. ATKINS. I now yield to the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. FOSTER. I will yield three minutes of my time to my col- 
league on the Committee onAppropriations from Indiana, [Mr. 3 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Mr. e it was repeatedly charg 
yesterday, on the other side of the House, that the republican mem- 
bers of the House and the republican party were in favor of increasing 
the Army to fifty thousand enlisted men. I wish to say, so far as the 
republicans on the Committee on 5 are concerned, that 
they are not in favor, as I understand it, of er aae in the num- 
ber of enlisted men now authorized by law. I believe that the repub- 
lican party is in favor of maintaining an Army so large, and only so 
large, as shall be needful for protecting our Mexican frontier and 
repressing the hostile savages on the plains. For one, sir, I am op- 
posed to any appropriation which looks to maintaining a standing 
2 for the pu of acting as a local police within the States or 
for the purpose of taking from the States the duty which their con- 
stitutions respectively impose upon them of maintaining civil order 
within their own borders, except where national aid is invoked by the 

State governments in pursuance of the Constitution. 

And in conclusion, I only desire to say that the pe le I have the 
honor to represent, I think, believe in the principle I have stated, 
and that they are to-day in the interests of good government, in the 
interest of relieving oppressed and paralyzed industry, in favor of 
rigid economy and retrenchment not only as relates to the organiza- 
tion and detail of the Army of the United States, but in reference to 
all the other departments of the Government. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to state for this side 
of the House that there is no desire on our part at this time or in the 
future to advocate an increase of the Army. Our purpose and our 
belief now is that the present number is adequate and that it is not 
too 1 We believe, sir, it will be a great mistake if this commit- 
tee or this Congress should enact the present bill into a law. 

It is not the purpose of this side of the House, Mr. Chairman, in 
advocating the retention of the present force to have them used as 
mere police force of the States, but I ask gentlemen who have had so 
much to say about this matter, what can the President of the United 
States do but respond to calls of governors and Legislatures of the 
States, when constitutionally made, as they were in the cases of West 
Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania? He cannot do otherwise. 

This debate has disclosed the fact that this bill, if enacted into a 
law, puts the Army into a ridiculous attitude. It is an Army of cav- 
alry, without any infantry, except officers. My distinguished colleague, 
[Mr. BANNING,] the chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
has shown this House that, if this provision which we are now 
discussing is retained in the bill, we will have an infantry force of 
officers only. This, Mr. Chairman, is another illustration of the many 
we have had, of the great folly of the attempt, on the part of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to legislate. This matter had much 
better be left to the Military Committee, presided over by my distin- 
guished friend and colleague; and it had better be left until the next 
session. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, mnch has been said on the other side as to 
the blame of this side of the last House for the failure of the Army 
bill. That failure was occasioned by the attempt on the part of the 
majority of the House to force an unconstitutional provision upon 
the Army bill at the last session, the like of which never went, I be- 
lieve, on an appropriation bill in the history of this country. The 
attempt was made but failed. I was on the committee of confer- 
ence, and I know very well that we might have a as to num- 
bers. I believe I would be safe in saying that the majority of the 
House would have consented to the retention of the whole sva 
five thousand men if they could have had the restrictive clause. I do 
not believe that this side of the House is to blame at all for the 
failure of the Army bill. It failed because the majority of this 
House attempted to place on that bill an unconstitational and an 
unwarranted restriction. 

I am not op Mr. Chairman, to proper restriction being placed 
on the Executive of the country in relation to the use of the Army. 
I am willing perhaps to vote for some kind of proper and constitu- 
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tional restriction as to the use of the Army by the Executive. It has 
been said that the democratic side of the House now are not 1 As 
to adhere to this restrictive clause because the President of the United 
States has, as they allege, adopted the democratic policy of non-inter- 
vention, of permitting these States of the South to govern their own 
affairs in their own way. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in the utmost kindness allow me to say what 
I understand to have been democratic policy. Democratic policy was 
opposed to sending one single soldier South to put down rebellion 
when it commenced; and from that day to this you have clamored 
day after day for the withdrawal of the troops from the South. Icall 
the attention of my distinguished friend from Ohio to the fact thatin 
1864, when you proclaimed at Chicago that the war for the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion was a failure, if you had had a democratic House 
here then you would have insisted upon a restrictive clause such as 
was insisted upon at the last session. It is not democratic policy to 
withdraw the troops except in pursuance of that policy which they 
Bare vocated from the begin ning. Pacification is the republican 

icy. i 

"Hero the hammer fell. ] 

. ATKINS. I yield to my colleagne on the committee, the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Hewitt.) 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I am sorry to learn from the remarks 
of my colleague on the committee, the 2 from Ohio, [Mr. 
Foster, ] that the war is not yet ended in the State of Ohio. I am 
sorry also that his memory is so defective as to what oceurred during 
the unhappy struggle the traces and memories of which all patriotic 
men both in the republican and the democratic parties are alike anx- 
ious to efface. He forgets who was the governor of the State of New 
York when the call was made for troops, and how magnificently that 
call was responded to by a democratic State and a democratic admin- 
istration. He forgets who was the governor of the State of New 
Jersey when that gallant little State sent forth the flower of its 
people to die for the Union. 

r. FOSTER. We do not forget the riots in New York. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. No, sir; the gentleman does not 

forget the riots in New York, but apparently he forgets how the riots 


were supp There was one common effort made and the riots 
were suppressed by the force of the State authorities, which was 
sufficient then, as it is sufficient now, to suppress riots. And I recom- 


mend to the gentleman from Ohio to study that lesson for the benefit 
of his own State, in order that when riots occur there he may not 
call upon the arm of the General Government to come in and perform 
that high duty which, under the Constitution, is commi to the 
people of the sovereign States. 

But, Mr. Chairman, this was not the purpose with which Ihave taken 
the floor. My object was if possible to point out some misconcep- 
tions which have arisen in the public mind in regard to the appro- 
priate duties of the Committee on Appropriations, I have seen that 
the claim has been made that it is the duty of the Committee on 
Appropriations to reduce the Army, and they are censured for not 
having in the appropriation bill made a provision for its reduction. 
It is also complained that they ought to have examined into the ex- 
penditures of the sums heretofore n for the support of the 
Army. It is also said that they ought to incorporate provisions in the 
bill to define the use to which the Army can be put, and it is also 
said that the estimates which have been sent down from the other 
end of the Avenue have been accepted by the committee without 
PDA examination. 

low me to call the attention of the House to the language of the 
rules under which every committee of this House is acting. It is the 
duty of the Committee on Appropriations by the seventy-sixth rule— 

To take into consideration all executive communications and such other propost- 
tions in regard to carrying on the several Departments of the Government as may 
be presented and referred to thean by the House, 

That is the duty of that committee. It is not their duty to inquire 
into the expenditure of money heretofore appropriated. If such an 
inquiry is desired, it belongs to the Committee on Expenditures in 
the War Department. To that committee the duty belongs, and we 
have no right to interfere with it. If it is desired to reduce the Army 
it is the duty of the Military Committee, over which my friend from 
Ohio [Mr. BANNING] presides with so much ability, to inquire into 
that matter; and ander the rules this committee has the power to 
bring into the Hovse without reference a bill for the re-organization 
of the Army. 

If limitations upon the uses of the Army are to be provided, then 
the Judiciary Committee is the one to which is confided the duty of 
considering how the Jaw should be amended in order to 3 by 
law proper safeguards for the liberties of the people. Now, all of 
this misconception arises from the misunderstanding of the relative 
conditions of American and English legislation in regard to standing 
armies. Under the English law the regular army was originally 
maintained by the Crown under the royal prerogative and at the 
expense of the King. But when it was demanded of the Commons 
that they should provide the means for the support of the army, they 
claimed the right to legislate as to whether a standing army should 
be maintained at their cost or not. That controversy occupied two 
centuries in English history, and ended by a provision in the “ bill 
of rights” that no standing army should be maintained in time of 
peace except by the consent of Parliament. ; 
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The British army continues to exist to-day by virtue of an annual 
bill, known as the mutiny bill, and if that bill fails, under the bill 
of rights, the English army is dissolved. But in this country the 


case is different. Our Army exists by virtue of a permanent statute 
and not an annual law, and the Committee of Appropriations are 
bound to take notice of that fact and legislate for the Army as it 
exists upon the statute book by virtue of the operation of law. But 
under a rule of the Honse adopted January 17, 1876, the committee 
may make provision in the interest of retrenchment, and we can de- 
fend the provision which is in this bill under that rule, because when 
we limit the Army to its existing size, whatever it may be, it is a 
provision in the interest of retrenchment, and it was the duty of the 
committee to put in a limitation in order to prevent any deficiency 
from arising. 

Now, in regard to the size of the Army I want to say one word. We 
have every reason to think that it does not exceed twenty thousand 
enlisted men, from the statements made to the committee from: the 
General of the Army and the Adjutant-General. MN 

Mr. WADDELL. I would like to ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. My time is nearly consumed; but I 
will listen to the gentleman. 

Mr. WADDELL. I would ask the gentleman ifhe has any informa- 
tion as to the number of enlisted men employed in the civil service 
in the city of Washington? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. By the estimate submitted to the 
committee six hundred and ninety men are stated to be assigned to 
duty in the civil service in this District. 

Mr. WADDELL. That is about equal to two regiments. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Yes, according to the present size it 
is equal to two of the existing ments. 

Mr. WADDELL. And this is done in direct violation of law. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Ido not know whether it is in viola- 
tion of Jaw or not; but all I can say is that these six hundred and 
ninety enlisted men in the Army could be sent to the Indian and 
Mexican frontier, if their services were necessary. Now, what 
I want to say further, is this: that by an Executive Document 
published January 9, 1877, it appeared that there were then 27,004 
men, . and officers, in the Army. These men were 
assigned as follows, at that time: to Texas 3,229; to South Carolina, 
1,466 ; to Louisiana, 1,391; and to all the other States, 1,166; making 
a total of 7,252 enlisted men in the service in the Southern States, 

Now, sir, if these men had not been upon duty which they should 
never have | gage ti excepting those assigned to the Texas frontier, 
there would have been no necessity for an Army beyond twenty 
thousand enlisted men, and evidence that no such necessity exists is 
found in the fact that all the work of the Army is now being done by 
twenty thousand men. 

According to statements made to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions it seems to me that they have done their full duty in providing 
that the men now in the service shall be supported and the Army 
allowed to be kept at its present point until my friend, the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. BANNING, ] can report a 
bill for the re-organization of the Army; and any other mode of deal- 
ing with questions at the present time would delay the of 
this bill so that the proper appropriation could not be made for the 
men who have been serving the country without the compensation 
to which they are entitled by law. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate upon the 
pending paragraph is exhausted, and the question is upon the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. . 
a substitute for the amendment of the gentleman from Texas, [ Mr. 
SCHLEICHER ;] and it will now be read. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Strike ont all from and including the word number,“ in line 13, to and including 
the words ‘‘ seventy-seven,” in line 16, and insert in lieu thereof fifteen thousand 
men.” 

quien was put; and upon a division there were—ayes 46, 
noes 160, 

So the amendment was not to. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I now desire the privilege of taking a vote 
by yeas and nays on this amendment in the House, 

The CHAIRMAN. That can only be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Lask that consent. Lappeal to the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations that when he comes to ask that 
the previous question be applied to this bill in the House, to avoid 
opposition to it, he allow the sense of the House to be tested by a 
yea-and-nay vote on the question between the figures of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations and the figures provided for in this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to say that I wish to be courteous to every 
gentleman, but in the discharge of my duties upon this floor I must 
stand by what I believe to be right and practicable and proper; 
therefore I decline. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Then I trust the previous question will never 
be ordered to the exclusion of my amendment. 

Mr. BEEBE. Is an amendment now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is upon the amendment 
of the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. SCHLEICHER, j which is to strike 


out the portion of the pending paragraph which the Clerk will read. 


The Clerk read as follows: d 


And no money appropriated by this act shall be paid for recruiting the Army 
beyond the numberof enlistod mên, inla ding Indias scouts and hospital-stewards, 
actually on the Army rolls on the lst day of November A. D. 1877. Nothing, how- 
ever, in this act shall be construed to prevent enlistments for the Signal Service, 
which shall hereafter be maintained, as now organized, and as provided by law, 
with a force of enlisted men not exceeding four hundred, after present terms of 
enlistment have expired. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Let the paragraph be read as it will 
stand if amended as 8 by the e ee Sen Texas. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For expenses of recruiting and transportation of recruits, $75,000. 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. SCHLEICHER, 
and upon a division there were—ayes 139, noes 136. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. ATKINS and others called for tellers, 

Tellers were ordered, and Mr. ATKINS and Mr. SCHLEICHER were 
appointer 

he committee again divided and the tellers reported that thero 
were—ayes 122, noes 114. 

So the amendment was to. 

Mr. ATKINS. I gr notice that I shall call for a yea-and-nay vote 
in the House on this amendment. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. No, sir. 

Mr. ATKINS. Ihave a right to claim that under the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk has taken notice of the demand of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. ATKINS, ] which he hus a right to 
make under the rule, 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to amend the pending paragraph by adding 
the following : 


rex That no money a riated by this act shall be paid for recrniti: 
the Army beyond the . 1 enlisted 8 including Indian 
scouts and hospital stewards. 

Mr. CONGER. I make the point of order on that amendment that 
it is new legislation, not reported from a committee. 

Mr. ATKINS. It is in the interest of economy. 

Mr. CONGER, It is not reported by a committee, and therefore is 
not in order under the rule, 

Mr. ATKINS. It is not only in the interest of economy, but in 
perfect accordance with the spirit of the legislation proposed by the 
committee, because the bill as reported from the Committee on Ap- 
propriations is made up on the punapi that only twenty thousand 
men are in service in the Army. I call the attention of the Chair to 
the latter clause of Rule 120. It makes no difference whether the 
amendment comes from a committee or from an individual member, 

The CHAIRMAN. Rule 120 provides for retrenchment in all mat- 
ters germane to the section or paragraph. 

Mr. CONGER. Ihad made my point of order intending to submit 
some remarks in regard to it, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair begs the gontleman's pardon. The 
Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER, It is too late now; the Chair has decided the ques- 


tion. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will reverse his decision if convinced 
by the gentleman that he ought to do so. 

Mr. CONGER. I notice that the Chair is not very apt to change 
his ruling at my solicitation. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER, There is nothing in this amendment looking to 
retrenchment in any possible manner. Prima facie a restriction in 
this direction can have no effect upon this appropriation. The sum 
of $75,000 is to be expended at any rate, or it may be expended, with 
or without the proposed amendment. There is no retrenchment in 
saying how it shall beexpended. This clause provides for an expen- 
diture of $75,000 for recruiting. The amendment proposed does not 
retrench that amount in any respect. Prima facie, the restriction 
proposed by this amendment would increase necessarily the expend- 
itures of this Government by uiring a deficiency appropriation. 
Prima facie this amendment is against retrenchment. Prima facie, if it 
has any importance, this amendment is inst reform. 

I know it is frequently claimed here that the mere assertion that 
an amendment tends to retrenchment is supposed to carry with it the 
whole force of this rule. We had that supposition made during the 
last Congress in reference to a thousand such amendments as this. 
Yet the Chair will remember his own remarks upon that subject, 
when he said that an intimation that there would be retrenchment 
is not necessarily proof sufficient to govern the mind of the Chair 
in ruling that the proposition is really in that direction. There must 
be something, as many speakers and many chairmen of committees 
have decided, clear, plain, apparent at first blush to the minds of the 
chairmen and of members of this House, showing that the proposed 
amendment is really and necessarily in the line of retrenchment. 

Now, that there is anything to that effect in this proposition is not 
apparent; and it cannot be deduced, even by argument. I submit 
that the opinions of former Speakers and former chairmen in deciding 
this point have all been nniform in the direction that there must be 
upon the face of the amendment something tending necessarily and 
apparently to retrenchment. I deny that there is anything in this 
amendment, to the understanding of any man, that necessarily indi- 
cates re b. 
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Mr. ATKINS. I think, sir, that the rule to which the Chair has re- 
ferred settles this question. The latter clause of the rule is very clear 
to the effect that any member may offer an amendment in the interest 
of economy. Therefore the amendment isin order. Butit isin order 
also for another reason : because it does not pro any new legisla- 
tion, but is merely a limitation upon the use for which the money 
appropriated by this bill shall be expended. Upon those two reasons 
I submit that the amendment is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. This proviso contemplates very clearly that no 
money appropriated by this act shall be S rr for recruiting the Army 
beyond a certain number. There certainly is no extravagance in that. 
Whether it is retrenchment or not depends upon two propositions. 
So far as the Chair can see, anything that tends to restrict appro- 
priations tends toward economy and retrenchment. No more money 
can be paid ont than is cA Sag de Any limitation, therefore, 
upon an appropriation is in the direction of economy. 

Besides, as suggested by the gentleman from Tennessee, this amend- 
ment is not only germane, but is in conformity with existing law, as 
appears prima facie, which is the language used by the late Speaker 
Roe in its pionsdr decision upon this new rule, Rule 120. The Chair 
would therefore hold the amendment in order. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairman, I ap from the decision of the 
Chair not for the purpose of submitting the question to the House, 
bnt merely to say a word upon it. The Chair, I think, is in error in 
this decision. The amendment moved by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee does not change the appropriation to the extent of one dime 
or one cent; it does not limit in the least the amount of money that 
can be expended under this bill. It only provides that the money 
appropriated shall not be expended for a certain p „a matter out- 
side the bill altogether as it stands before the House. Whatever be 
the amount appropriated, more or less, this amendment, if 9 
will not change the expenditure to the extent of one dime. ere- 
fore it is in no sense whatever an amendment in the direction of 
retrenchment. 

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Chairman, there are some things of which the 
occupant of the chair is presumed and bound to take notice. One 
is that by existing law the Army of the United States is limited to 
twenty-five thonsand men. The restriction proposed by the chair- 
man of the committee would limit the number to twenty thousand 
men. The effect of this restriction is certainly in the direction of 
retrenchment. The existing law and the effect of an amendment 
with regard to existing law are matters of which, it seems to me, the 
Chair is bound to take notice. 

Mr. MILLS, Mr. Chairman, the position now submitted by the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations is simply the proposi- 
tion we have already voted down; and it cannot be in order, it 
is, the same proposition may be renewed from now until the 4th of 

rch, 1879. Under the provision inserted in the bill it was intended 
by the Committee on Appropriations that no 3 should be paid 
to the Army above the number on the rolls upon the Ist day of No- 
vember, 1877, which number was stated on the floor to be somewhere 
between He thousand and twenty thousand. After the Com- 
mittee of the Whole has struck ont that provision of the bill because 
it was an attempt to reduce the Army and fix its number at twenty 
thousand, the gentleman from Tennessee, changing merely the ver- 
biage of the proposition, presents the very same question to the 
House again. I hold that his amendment is not in order; and I will 
vote with the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] against 
sustaining the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN.: There is one question of order already pending. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I think my point will settle the 
one already presented. I submit that the amendment which I offered 
a while ago to strike out the 1 of the bill from line 10 to line 
16 has not yet been acted on. t amendment embraces all that is 
sought to be stricken out by the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee ; and I insist that it should be voted on first. 

Mr. ATKINS, That has been stricken out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the language re- 
ferred to has been stricken out. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. No, sir; not from line 10 to line 16. 

Mr. MILLS. The amendment strikes out everything between the 
eleventh line and the end of the paragraph. 

Mr, BANKS. In reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
CLYMER, ] I only wish to repeat that there is nothing in this amend- 
ment which prevents the expenditure of every dollar and every cent 
appropriated in this bill. limitation in regard to the number of 
men does not change the condition of the question at all, because 
the whole of yesterday was spent in arguing that there were not 
more than twenty thousand men in the Army; and it was understood 
that no provision had been made for a greater number. Knowing, 
however, that the sense of the House can as well be taken upon the 
amendment as Boy 7 the point of order, I withdraw my appeal. 

The CHAIR: > The appeal is withdrawn; but the Chair would 
remark that the late § er Kerr in deciding a question of this 
naturè upon an amendment to transfer the Indian Bureau took cog- 
nizance of the fact that there were certain statutes and based his 
decision on the existence of those statutes. The prima facie case of 
which he took cognizance was apparent by laws of Congress as then 
existing. In accordance with that decision, the present occupant of 


the chair feels bound to take notice of laws now existing as to the 
maner of the Army. The Chair therefore overrules the point of 
order. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair will remember 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already decided. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair will remember that the Speaker also 
decided he could not look into the remote consequences of an act; 
they must be present and apparent results. 

The CHAIR + The Chair is perfectly aware of that. 

Mr. CONGER. It was on that ground more than the other I made 
the point of order. 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to say that the decision of the honorable 
Speaker Kerr was made in support of a question which I presented, 
and this question is not the same one at all. This shows on the face 
of the bill that so much money as is appropriated by this bill must 
be or may be expended. There is nothing in the amendment to 
limit or reduce that expenditure one single cent. 

Mr. FOSTER. The point of order made by the gentleman from 
Texas has not been decided, and this is in fact the same as the propo- 
sition just voted down. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overruled the point of order made 
by the gentleman from Michigan, but he was not aware the gentle- 
man from Texas had raised a point of order. 

Mr. FOSTER. Then I make the point of order that this is the same 
as the question already voted down. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. SPARKS. How many points of order ean there be before the 
committee at the same time ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Only one; and the Chair now overrules the point 
of order raised by the gentleman from Ohio. i 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. My point is that my amendment, 
8 pre that of the gentleman from Tennessee, remains yet 
undi of. 

The CHAIRMAN, There was a e er on the part of 
the clerks as to the amendment moved by the gentleman from Jlli- 
nois, and it will be again stated. 

Mr. ATKINS. I want to say that a portion of the proposition of 
the gentleman from Illinois has already been stricken out of the bill. 

Mr. SPARKS. The larger portion. 

Mr. ATKINS. Les, sir; most of it. From the word “dollars” in 
lize 11 down to the words “seventy-seven” in line 16 have already 
been stricken out, and yet they are included as part of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I modify my amendment by strik- 
"he ATKINS. Can the gentl odify his proposition afte 

4 Can the gentleman m on r 
another amendment has — submitted ? k 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has the right to modify it, as 
there was a misapprehension in reference to it at the Clerk’s desk. 
The proposition moved by the gentleman from Ilinois will now be 


The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the following: For expenses of recruiting and transportation of re 
cruits, $75,000.” 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 35, noes 175. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question now recurs on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ATKINS,] which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 11, after the word “ dollars,” insert the following: 

7 TT be paid for recruiting the 


The committee divided; and there were—ayes 125, noes 134. 

Mr. ATKINS demanded tellers. 

8 were ordered; and Messrs. ATKINS and SCHLEICHER were 
appoin 

3 again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 121, 
noes 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CABELL. I offer the following amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike ont lines 10 and 11, and insert the following in lieu thereof: 

For expenses of recruiting and transportion of recruits, $45,000: Provided, That 
recruiting shall not be ed on to such an extent as will increase the Army be- 
yond twenty thousand men. 

Mr. MILLS. I raise the point of order on that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. State it. 

Mr. MILLS. That it is the same amendment, substantially, which 
has already been voted down. 

Mr. ATKINS. It is a very different amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order. 

Thecommittee divided; and there were ayes 147, noes not counted. 

Mr. CONGER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. SCHLEICHER and Mr. CABELL were 
appointed. 

7, e committee again divided, and the tellers reported—ayes 118, 
noes 123. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CABELL. I should like to give notice that I will ask for 
unanimous consent to take a vote on that amendment in the House. 
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Mr. CONGER. I object. 2 

Mr. ATKINS. I wish to inquire of the Chair if I have a right to 
ask for a vote in the House on that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will take a note of the request of the 
gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER. What does the gentleman request ? 

The CHAIRMAN. When an amendment is lost in Committee of 
the Whole a vote upon it in the House cannot be obtained except 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CONGER, And to that unanimous consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. There was objection. 

Mr. CONGER. I heard a request made for unanimous consent and 
I wished to know if that reqnest was still pending. 

The CHAIRMAN, There was objection to it. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I offer the following amendment: 

Strike out $75,000” and insert in lieu thereof $25,000.” 

Making the paragraph read: 

For expenses of recruiting and transportation of recruits, $25,000. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. TUCKER. [| offer the following amendment: 

Add after “ $75,000 " the following: 

And no money appropriated by this act shall be paid for recruiting the Army 
beyond the number of enlisted men, including Indian scouts and hospital stewards, 
actually on the Army rolls on the Istday of November, 1877, except for the cavalry 
service and for employment exclusively in the defense of the Mexican and Indian 
frontiers, and so far only as shall be necessary for that purpose and no further. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I wish to give notice that Iam paired with 
the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. BLOUNT, who had to leave the Hall. 

The CHAIRMAN. There can be no formal pairing in committee. 
The only way is for neither gentleman to vote. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I do not wish my not voting to be misunder- 


stood, 

The question being taken on Mr. TUCKER’s amendment, the Chair- 
man announced that the noes appeared to have it. 

Several members called for a division. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to renew the point of order on that amend- 
ment before the vote is taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. To renew the point of order? 

Mr. CONGER. Not to renew it, but to make it. 

Mo PRES: Can a point of order be made while the committee is 
ividin: 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Mich- 
igan on the point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. I make the point of order that this is new legisla- 
tion; and I make the point of order that it is apparent that the 
amendment with the exception increasing the cavalry forces and 
changing the law, is not in the line of retrenchment, but itself pro- 
vides for additional expenses. It provides for an increase not author- 
ized by law. If the Chairman is to take notice of the probabilities 
of increase or decrease of expenditure, I suppose it would be admitted 
by every one that diminishing the recruiting in the infantry service 
or the artillery service and increasing in the cavalry, a far more 
expensive branch of service, is not retrenchment, but necessarily 
increases expenditure. I make the point of order, then, that this prop- 
osition is new legislation and that it necessarily leads to an increase 
of expenditure. 

Besides, there is no limit. If in the opinion of the President or 
the General of the Army twenty thousand cavalrymen were neces- 
sary to defend Texas, it would be covered by this exception. There 
is no limitation upon the number of cavalrymen who may be enlisted. 
Therefore this is new legislation, expensive legislation, and necessa- 
Til ainst economy. l 

Ar. TUCKER. Mr. Chairman, I have understood from the dis- 
cussion yesterday and to-day that the fixed number of the Army is 
twenty-five thousand men. Of course this legislation only looks to 
the fixed number of the Army. There can be no recruiting, there- 
fore, beyond the twenty-five thousand. But as the provision as it 
now stands in the bill allows $75,000 for recruiting for the Army, we 
put a limit upon that by providing that there shall be no reeruitin 
except for the cavalry service, and that that recruiting for the caval- 
ry service shall be used and employed as gentlemen have desired it 
to be, only for the defense of the Indian and Mexican frontiers. 

The purpose of my amendment was to meet the view which has 
been presented from the other side of the House: that gentlemen 
did not desire to increase the Army beyond twenty-five thousand. 
But I say, do not increase it beyond what it was on the Ist day of 
November, not beyond twenty thousand men, except for the 1 
indicated by my friend from Texas, to defend the Iudian aud Texas 
frontiers by increasing the cavalry for that purpose, and no other 
whatever. It seemed to me the amendment met the difficulty pre- 
sented on the other side of the House and by my friend from Texas. 

Mr. CONGER. But, Mr. Chairman, if this amendment be adopted, 
it becomes the Jaw of the land regulating recruiting notwithstand- 
ing former laws which limit the cavalry or infantry or any other 
force. There is no restriction in that amendment upon the number 
of cavalrymen that may be enlisted if the demand for that cavalry 
existed on the Texan frontier. There is no pretense and no gentle- 
man will have the hardihood to say it is not more expensive recruit- 
ing in the cavalry service than in the other branches of the service, 
and more expensive also to maintain. 


Mr. TUCKER. I will suggest to the gentleman from Michigan 
that it cannot be more expensive than the expenditure of the $75,000. 

Mr. CONGER, I made the objection before that there could be 
only $75,000 expended ; but the Chair decided that it would lead to 
more expense in maintaining the Army. Let that rule be applied in 
this case as it was applied in the other. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I simply wish to make the statement that the 
law, as I understand it, now requires the cavalry force to be kept 
full np to the maximum number, and the effect of this amendment 
would be, it seems to me, to increase the cavalry force, and to pre- 
vent an yocrulding for the infantry service. I have been informed 
by the Secretary of War that the cavalry regiments were required 
by law to be kept full up to the maximum limit. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I desire to su t 3 that 
the point made by the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] is 
correct, in this: that his amendment opens wide the door for the en- 
listment of cavalrymen, and that his amendment should provide 
that under no circumstances should the force of the Army exceed 
twenty-five thousand men. 

Mr. TUCKER. I am willing to modify my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order will have to be decided in 
the first place. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish the point of order to be decided upon the 
8 as originally submitted. 

The CHAIRMAN, That must be done unless there is unanimous 
consent to the modification. 

Mr. CONGER. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the gentleman has a right to 
modify his amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. Not after the point of order has been made upon 
it; he cannot take away the right of a member to have the point of 
order decided. 

The CHAIRMAN, If the gentleman insists upon the point of order 
being decided, the Chair will decide it. The Chair would rule this 
matter, if possible, in the light of Rule 120. The present occupant of 
the chair reported that rule tothis House. It was intended forretrench- 
ment and in all matters of doubt the Chair would look towards retrench- 
ment. The Chair decides that this amendment, although not, perhaps, 
so intended, would increase the force of the cavalryservice. And takin 
that view the Chair sustains the point of order and rules the amend- 
ment out of order, 

Mr. TUCKER. I will modify my amendment so as to avoid that 
objection. Inowmove to insert after the word “ dollars,” in line 11, 
the following: 

And no money appropriated by this act shall be paid for recruiting the Arm 
beyond the amber of enlisted 5 inoludin; Att pol and hospi stewards; 


actually on the Army rolls on the 1st day of November, 1877, except for the cavalry 
service and for employment exclusively in the defense of the Mexican and In- 


dian fron and so far only as shall ben for that purpose, and no further 
but 8 contai shall G ar Taorents any cavalry company 
beyond the number now authorized by law. 5 
Mr. CONGER. I make the same point of order upon that amend- 
ment, that whatever change there is in this, it is changing the num- 
ber of mén in the regiments as provided for by law. It is a new pro- 
vision of law and it is changing it, if the Chair pleases, in the 
direction of increase of expenditures and not of retrenchment. I 
think the ruling of the Chair upon the other proposition, without 


further a 1 will cover that point. ' 

Mr. MILLS. suggest to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
TUCKER] that he modify his amendment by making it read, “ beyond 
the number of one hun as now authorized by law.” 


Mr. TUCKER. I have no objection to that amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. I now make the point of order. I submit that 
under the provisions of law, if there be no farther recruiting fur the 
infantry and artillery, as the chairman of the Committee on Militar 
Affairs well said, the regiments and companies will be left with 
only the line officers and with no privates; and even if we provide 
for the recruiting of the cavalry regiments to their full force we nec- 
essarily. increase expenditures, because the expense is much greater 
for recruiting the same number of cavalrymen as of infantrymen 
and artillerymen, of 8 them, of buying their horses, aud of 
training them in their duty. This is so apparent that I need not 


-| dwell on it, because I think that the decision of the Chair in the 


former case includes all that I ask in this case. 

Mr. BANNING. I do not see that the gentleman’s ai ent has 
anything to do withthe point of order, The rule is as follows: 

Norshall any provision in any such bill or amendment thereto changing exist- 
ing law be in order except such, as being germane to the subject-matter of the 
bill, shall retrench expenditures. 

The law as it now exists authorizes the recruitment of the com- 
panies of cavalry T to one hundred men. This forbids their 

ing recruited to a larger number. It will, to besure, as the gentle- 
man says, leave the Army in a very queer and ridiculous position ; 
but the bill further along does the same thing. But the question is, 
Is thisamendmentinorder? If the gentleman a that it changes 
existing law, then he is mistaken and I would like him to tell me 
where it does change existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. So far as this amendment directs the use of the 
Army for certain purposes, the Chair sees no point against it. It 
certainly is not in the line of extravagance, it tote not look against 


economy. It tends perhaps to retrenchment in a larger sense than 
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the Chair now will comment on. Does it change the existing law f 


The Chair is satisfied that it does not, and therefore ove 
point of order. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I am perfectly satisfied that, with the nearly 
equally balanced vote upon this proposition, this bill which it is 
necessary should be in ashort time will never be passed unless 
some spirit of compromise is shown. For that reason, and because 1 
have no reason to doubt the good faith of the gentleman who offers 
this amendment, and as we cannot complain of this arrangement, I 
am willing to give up all opposition to the amendment. I will state 
my opinion, however, that this reduction of the infantry, though it 
may benefit us will cripple the service elsewhere, That, however, is 
hereafter to be seen, and the responsibilty will rest where it belongs 
and not with us. 

Mr. CONGER. I understand the gentleman to be willing to relin- 
quish the rest of the country if his section is benefited. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. No, sir; I have stated my reasons. 

Mr. BEEBE. Is debate in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. BEEBE. Then I object to debate. 

Mr. BANNING. I ask unanimous consent to ask a question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Unless the committee rises and obtains from 
5 70 oat an ervenn of 88 for gies no further debate can be 
r on the pending paragraph, eyen by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BANNING. I want to suggest a correction to this amendment, 
which should be made. 

Mr. CONGER. I call for the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The regular order is upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER. ] 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 
127, noes 120, 

Before the result of this vote was announced 

Mr. CONGER called for tellers. 

1 were ordered; and Mr, Concer and Mr. TUCKER were ap- 

in 
The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 125, noes 115. 

So the amendment was to. 

Mr. BANNING. I move to further amend by adding the following 
to the amendment just adopted: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting of the 
Army beyond twenty-five thousand enlisted men. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WADDELL. I move to further amend by adding the amend- 
ment which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

From and after June 30, 1878, there shall be admitted to the Military Academy 
not more than one cadet each State, to be appointed by the President upon 
the recommendation of the governor of said State; and the supernumerary officers 
of the Army, nates of the Military Academy, shall be assigned by the Sec- 
retary of War to such universities or AC repa the several States as the gov- 
ernors thereof shall designate, for service as instructors in military science. 

Mr. CONGER. I raise the point of order upon that amendment, 
that it is new legislation and not germane to the pending paragraph. 
á BE WADD à It is in the line of retrenchment; is not that suf- 

cien’ 


The CHAIRMAN. Not always; it must have some other qualities. 
The Chair sustains the point of order. 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following 


es the 


Pay department: 

For * of the commissioned and non-commissioned officers, privates, military 
fre e Hacer storekeepers, musicians, and veterinary surgeons, artificers, 
farriers, sad: , and wagoners, including the pay proper of three hundred pri- 
vates employed as Indian scouts, and the pay ol contract-surgeons, the pay of 
fifty-two paymasters' clerks, of two hundred pital stewards, of two ae 
hospital matrons, one hundred and forty-eight commissary sergeants, messengers 
to parinsa iaman y to enlisted men, travel pay and commutation of sub- 
sistence to rs, retained py to discha men, pay to soldiers for 
clothing not drawn, additional pay to enlisted men, mileage of Noar of the Army 
when traveling under orders, and for postage on letters and packages received ann 
sent by officers of the Army on public ce; cost of telegrams ; compensation of 
citizen witnesses attending upon courts-m: „ military commissions, courts of 
inquiry; traveling expenses of paymasters’ clerks, $11,300,000. 

Mr. FOSTER, I move to strike out the last word, for the purpose 
of asking the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations if he 
thinks this a promos is sufficient, 

Mr. AT „ Ido not know that the Army is increased. 

Mr. FOSTER. The bill provides for increasing it from three thou- 
sand to five thousand men. 

Mr. ATKINS. Howt 

Mr. FOSTER. The cavalry force is now about nine thousand, and 
the bill authorizes an increase to twelve thousand. 

Mr. ATKINS. That does not follow by any means. 

Mr. FOSTER. Then it means that the soldiers are to go without 


pay. 

Ar. ATKINS. No, sir. If the gentleman has any amendment to 
offer he can offer it. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I move to amend the paragraph just 
read by striking out the words “and for postage on letters and pack- 
ages received and sent by officers of the Army on public service.” I 
make that motion for the reason that under the law, as it now exists, 
there is no postage on that kind of service, as I understand it. 


Mr. ATKINS. I can only say that this was asked for in the esti- 
mates, and has been in the law from year to year. I am willing for 
it to be stricken out. 

Me GONGER T mote to haad the: eee 

4 . I move to amen e by adding that 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 8 a s 
The Clerk read as follows: 


And in settling up the accounts of officers and men of the Army, interest shall 
be allowed to each officer and man on any payment from the time it fell due until 
the date of payment, at 7 per cent. per annum, 


Mr. EDEN. I raise the point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. What is the point of order? 

Mr. ATKINS, It will lead to great confusion if they are obliged 
to calculate the interest on each account. 

Mr. CLYMER. Itis not in the line of retrenchment. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will hear the gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. EpEN] on his point of order. 

Mr. EDEN. point of order is that the proposed amendment is 
a change of exist 9. 5 and will increase expenditures, / 

Mr. CONGER. This is a bill to provide for the payment of officers 
and men of the army who have not been paid. I take it it is a bill 
to do justice and to pay them what they ought to be paid, what the 
law requires shall be paid. Now, because the Government has failed 
to provide for the payment of the officers and men of the Army, I 
propose by my amendment to allow them interest where they have 

n compelled to pay interest for want of the money which was due 
them. In all other business transactions in this country the payment 
of interest on money due is admitted to be right, and I do not know 
that any one disputes its propriety here. My amendment may not 
follow the particular form suitable in such cases, but I think in spirit 
it is within the paning of the law. That interest is to be paid upon 
money due is i by decisions of the courts everwhere. 

The CHAIR Does the gentleman contend that this amend- 
ment does not change the existing statutes of the United States? 

Mr. CONGER. I contend that all statutes of the United States 
and all the decisions of the courts, without any further law, allow 
interest to be computed on unpaid dues, 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman pretend that this retrenches 
expenditures? 

r. CONGER. Ln kas 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. I claim that if we teach the officers and men who 
go into our Army that they are not to be paid justly, we shall have 
to pay them much more. 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. I ap from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided that the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Michigan, which changes the law of 
the United States 

Mr. CONGER. That is the assertion of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will have the amendment read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


And in settling bye! espace pe ey of officers and men of the amy interest shall 
be allowed to each officer and man on any payment from the time it foll due until 
the day of payment at 7 per cent. per annum, 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was about to announce his decision 
that this amendment not only proposes to change the existing law, 
but is not in the line of retrenchment. Therefore, under Rule 120, 
the point of order is sustained. From this decision the gentleman 
from Michigan appeals. The question is, Shall the decision of the 
Chair sane as the judgment of the committee ? 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 127, noes 7. 

So the decision of the Chairman was sustained. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move toamend by makiug the amount of the ap- 
3 in the pending paragraph $11,800,000 instead of $11,300,000. 

make this motion because upon investigation I find that the present 
cavalry force is less than eight thousand or about eight thousand, 
while the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia authorizes a 
force of twelve thousand. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will my colleague on the committee allow me just 
one word? 

Mr. FOSTER. Certainly. 

Mr. ATKINS. I think it would be very well that we should see 
all these amendments in print and then make the calculation neces- 
sary to be made before we can arrive ata just conclusion as to the 
amount to be inserted. I certainly do not desire that we shall have 
an Army without sufficient appropriations to pay it amply. 

Mr. FOSTER. If that is the purpose of the chairman of the com- 
mittee, I of course withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. I prefer to see the amendments in print. 

Mr. CONGER. f renew the amendment. Ido so for the purpose 
of calling the attention of the Chair to the fact that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Foster] claims that the proposition adopted on a 
former paragraph necessarily increases expenditures, and the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations admits that it does make 
such increase, but cannot tell yet just exactly how much. The 
point of order I made was that it increased instead of retrenching 
expenditures. The Chair overruled that point of order; and the 
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Committee of the Whole sustained the Chair in that decision. Whether 
the opinion of the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
would have any weight with the Chair now, I am unable to say; 
but it is certainly very curious that the decision of the Chair upon 
the point of order which I made should be followed so quickly by the 
admission of the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations that 
it will be necessary to alter the bill because the provision adopted, 
instead of being retrenchment, increases the expenditure so much 
that he cannot even compute it in the present unsettled state of his 
mind. [Laughter.] I withdraw the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows : 


rvice 23 
expenses of expresses to and from the frontier posts and armies in the field; of 
escorts to 


escorts . be furnished ; tel eerie of 
eld, or at posts on the frontiers, or when travel- 


a joned 
hire of laborers in the Quartermaster’s Department, oe Bar- hire of 
officers of 


expenditures required for the several regiments of cavalry, the batteries of light 


es ; also, erally, the ran 

3 the yaf ao ascends 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, I move forma to amend the 8 
just read by striking out“ ” and inserting “$700,000” I 
make this motion for the p merely of calling the attention of 
the Chairman and members of the committee to what I believe to be 
an error in this appropriation bill as submitted to the House. It will 
be observed that in the para; h now under consideration a large 
number of items are recited and a sum of money is appropriated 
in without any indication as to how much is to be expended 
for any one of these different objects. I think, Mr. Chairman, that 
great errors, abuses, and frauds in the administration of our Gov- 
ernment arise from the fact that heads of Departments do not sub- 
mit their estimates by items. It will be observed that in line 76 of 
this ph ‘clerks at division and department headquarters” are 
named, and then in line 87 “clerks to officers of the Quartermaster’s 
Department ;” these with other items are mentioned; but how much 
of this very large sum of money is to be consumed in the payment of 
clerks or consumed in payment for medicine or for horses or mules or 
for telegraphic messages or for postage, this House is not able to deter- 
mine, is broad way of submitting estimates is likecharity,a mantle 
to “cover a multitude of sins.” 

This habit of the varions Departments in aggregating their esti- 
mates gives opportanity for the greatest abuses and frauds; and I 
dare venture the warning that unless we remedy this error it willin 
the fature introduce t abuses and wrongs into the administration 
of the Government. { trust that the Committee on Appropriations 
will now, or at the regular session, direct their attention to this mat- 
ter and require of the heads of Departments an itemized and de- 
tailed estimate of expenditures, ith these remarks, I withdraw 
my amendment. 

r. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, Mr. Chairman, I discover to-day in 
the action on some of the amendments proposed in the line of the rednc- 
tion of the Army that this House is not in accord with the sentiment 
of the country. I believe the country is opposed to the increase of 
the Army. I believe further that the country is in favor of a reduc- 
tion of the Federal Army, and I feel to-day a mistake has been made 
in this House in voting down amendments looking to such a reduc- 
tion of the Army. would say further in regard to this bill 
that this Committee of the Whole, in my judgment, has not pur- 
sued the line of strict economy in the appropriations pro If 
you will com the cost of the Army of the United States with that 
of armies of foreign countries, it will be ascertained that we have the 
most expensive Army to-day of: any civilized nation on the earth. Ihave 
taken a little care to look into the cost of armies in Europe, and to 
compare it with the cost of the Army provided for in the pouding bill. 
What is the result? The ponding army of Austria for 1875, amount- 
ing to 278,470 men, cost $38,972,000. In Great Britain—and I do not 
speak of the army maintained in India, but the army proper of Great 
Britain—in Great Britain an army of 129,231 men costs but $62,250,- 
000. In Russia, the amy as it was before the 5 57 of tho pres- 
ent war, at the standard of 457,872 men, cost but 8127,644,439. In 
Germany an army of 401,656 men costs $99,646,273. We find in this 
bill from the Committee on Appropriations provision made, as has 
been stated by some, for an f not exceeding twenty thousand 
men to cost $25,000,000, 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish to say one thing which I did not have 
the opportunity of saying upon the amendment which I proposed, as 
debate was then cut off by order of the House on that paragraph. 


I find opposition and obstruction to reduction of the Army emanates 
from two sources in this House, namely, the republican members and 
the delegation from Texas. Obstructions are placed in the way of 
reduction from the other side of this Chamber because it seems they 


are desirous of maintaining an Army in this country strong enough 
to form a sufficient police force to suppress what are called labor 
strikes or workingmen strikes. I find the opposition from the Texas 
delegation to arise solely from a desire to maintain an Army sufficient 
to protect the Mexican border. I am in full sympathy with those 
from Texas who wish to repel incursions on the pare of the Mexicans, 
and if I thought the Army provided for by this bill was not sufficient 
for har purpose I would be in favor of increasing it to the extent 


ui 

ut, Mr. Chairman, what are thefacts? It is said bysome we have an 
Army of twenty-two thousand men. On inquiry we learn that there 
were not more than fifteen hundred men upon the Texas border. 
Where, then, is the Army? It is not upon the Indian border, for, when 
General Custer was compelled to meet a force of Indjans amounting to 
nearly two thousand, and sold the life of every man who went with 
him, he had less than three hundred men. General Gibbon the other 
day won his victory over the Indians with only one company of reg- 
ular troo Where, then, I ask, are these twenty-two thousand men? 
Are they lyingidlein barracks? If so, why, then, should it be insisted 
that $25,000,000 should be expended for such pu 7 

I say, sir, there are but two reasons for the maintenance of a reg- 
ular Army to-day, and these are to protect the Texan border and the 
Indian frontier. 

Mr. FINLEY. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. With pleasure. 

Mr. FINLEY. The gentleman from Illinois makes inquiry, Where 
are the twenty-two thousand men said to be in our Army? I will 
say to him that Iam informed two regiments are on duty in Wash- 
ington city. 

* TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Les, sir; so I understand. 

Mr. BANNING. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I have but a minute or two, and 
I want to say one thing more, and then I will yield the floor. 

So far as the objection which comes from the other side of the 
Chamber is concerned, so far as their desire to maintain a sufficient: 
force to suppress labor strikes, and which impels them to resist any 
reduction of the Federal Army is concerned, I do not share in their 
feeling. I am in favor of adopiies all legitimate means for the 
perpos of suppressing riots an o preserving the peace, but I am not 

n favor of main ing a Federal Army for any such purpose. As 
was stated by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] yester- 
day, the maintenance of a standing army is anti-republican, 
foreign to the 50 of a free people, The fathers of the Republic 
in framing our free Government opposed with jealous care all idea of 
the maintenance of a 1 standing army. If it be attempted here 
to raise a force sufficient to suppress discontent which may be existing 
among the laboring classes of the country, twenty thousand men, 
twenty-five thousand men, yea, I say, a million of men will not be 
sufficient for that pu 

Here the hammer fell, 

r. HEWITT, of New York. The remarks made by the honorable 
gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. WHITTHORNE] will receive the entire 
concurrence of the committee, when they come to deal with the 
regular Army appropriation bill. The suggestion had already been 
made in the committee that the estimates should be presented in 
greater detail; but it would have delayed this bill and prevented the 
payment of the just dues of the Army now in the service if the at- 
tempt had been made at this time to go into greater detail. 

In re; to what has been said by the gentleman from Illinois 
pae TOWNSHEND] as to the relative expense of the American and of 

oreign armies, let me call the attention of the committee to the fact 
that, owing probably to the maintenance in Europe of standing 
armies, against which I have as much objection as the gentleman from 
Illinois, the wages of labor have been so reduced in the countries 
which he has cited that the pay of men is not quite one-half of the 
pay of American soldiers, Then, again, it must be considered that 
all supplies are furnished in Europe at véry much lower rates than 
they can be procured in this country. And in addition the gentle- 
man overlooks the fact of the vast area of this country, greater 
than the whole continent of 3 over which our troops must be 
moved at an enormous expense. I am sure when he considers the 
duties which the Army have to perform, the cost of materials neces- 
sary for their maintenance, the wages we are compelled to pay for 
the services of soldiers, he will find that our Army is as economi- 
only administered as the army of any other country in the world, 

The gentleman asks where the Army is. Well, I have asked that 
question myself. I hold in my hand the return to the General of the 
Army, made by the Adjutant-General, stating where every man of 
this Army is. I ask to have it printed as part of my remarks, in order 
that this question may be answered to the satisfaction of every one. 
But at this moment it is sufficient to say that there are one hundred 
and seventy or more posts in the United States, which must be 
guarded, and that there is a vast amount of public property which 
must be taken care of, and that when the ge n to perform 
that service are deducted the amount left of the twenty-thousand 
men for the Indian frontier and the Texan border is not, in my judg- 
ment, more than necessary for the purpose. 

It may be possible, Mr. Chairman, so to re-organize the Army and so 
to economize in this the service and probably to discontinue some of 
these posts; it may be possible so to reduce the Army that we can 
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bring it within the proportions desired by gentlemen on this side of | A.—Statement showing the organization of the enlisted men of the regular 
the House, and thus make a considerable economy in public ex- 2 ag rom returns received at the Adjutant-General’s Office 
up 


penditure; bnt it will take time and information to do this, and I 15, 1877. 
ask my friends here not at this moment to embarrass the Govern- CAVALRY—Continned. 
ment and to embarrass the Army with questions which cannot be arth. Ravana: 


disposed of now without great injury to the public service. 
The following is the report of the Adjutant-General referred to in 
the remarks of Mr. Hewarr, of New York: 


* 
$ 
3 
Com 35 Seen Fort Sill, Indian Territory. 
Ef | 
8 Fort Sill, Indian Territory. 
A. Fort Sill. Indian Territory. 
R B. Fort Elliott, Texas. 
Headquarters Fort Walla Walla, Washington Territory. | C . Fort sill, Indian Territory. 
pn per E! Fort W. aig N: 
sioned s - ‘ort b 
‘ort Walla Walla, Washington Territory. Fort Elli Texas. 
amp Bidwell, California. Fort Ren Territory. 
Fort Klamath, Oregon. Fort Sill, tndian Territory. 


8 McDermit, Nevada, 
Fort Walls Walla Washington thet itory 
erri . 
Fort Lapwai, Idaho. 
F Walle Walle: Weehin gton Terri 
‘ort la, A 
Camp Halleck, Nevada, si 


P 
Camp Harney, f 
FFF 
ort e, ngton Territory. 
San Francisco July, 1877; 37 joined. . 
left| San Francisco August, 1877. 


ay 
© 
5 
EER- 
3 Š Station. — — 
a eren a 067 Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory. 
Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory. 
Headquarter 99 . Big Horn Barracks, Montana, Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory. 
sioned staff Fort Mer berses —— 5 * 
pana bánd. ; Ee n sett MORANA Sidney Barracks, Nebraska. 
3 C. tana, Fort Sanders, Wyoming Terri 


Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory. 
Camp Brown, Wyoming Territory. 

Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory, 

3 u g. Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory. 
3 i a Camp Brown, Wyoming Territory, 

l Fort D. A. Wyoming Territory. 

Fort McPherson, Nebraska. 


coven : ey Total 


Authorized strength, 1,202. 
8 Sixth Regiment. 


t 


Third Regiment. 
2 
RE: 
85 Station. 
Com es, Station. ‘a 
= 35 
Ties À Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory. Headquarters Camp Grant, Arizona. 
ed sat Neco mat 
and band.. Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory. a este 
Fort Laramie, Wane Territory. het rns 5 Camp Fonte pepeng 
Camp Robinson, Nebraska. ` = |B 8 5 Camp Lowell, Arizona. 
65 Camp Rob Nebraska. Camp Grant, “Arizona. 
67 Fort Laramie, 9 Territory. og Camp Apache, Arizona. 
75 Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory. oe Camp Apache’ Arizona. 
70 Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory. © ff Cau Thom 2 Arizona. 
73 Fort Laramie, Neue TORET. Camp Grae e 
70 Camp Robinson, Nebraska. [H 77 8 Bowie, Arizona. 
= Fort Fetterman, Wyoming Territory. Camp McDowell, Arizona. 
5 Sp Hag . — Territory. Fort Whipple, Arizona. 
71 Camp Sheridan, Nebraska. 1 Gamb 5 ee 


Authorized strength, 1,202, 
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A.—Statement showing the organization of the enlisted men of the regular 
Army, com 5 17 00 received at the Adjutant-General’s Office 
up to . 


A. Statement showing the organization of the enlisted men of the regular 
Army, compiled from returns received at the Adjutant-General’s Office 
up to October 15, 1877. 


CAVALRY—Continued. 
Seventh Regiment. 


CAVALRY—Continned. 
Tenth Regiment. 


2 5 Fort Concho, Texas. 
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory. 


A Fort Concho, Texas. 
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory. | K I. Fort Concho, Texas. 
„ Fort Rice; Dakota orisa 8 Fort Duncan, Texas. 

8 Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory. Fort McKavett, Texas. 
Fort Totten, Dakota Territory. Fort Concho, Texas. 
Fort Rice, Dakota Territory. 
Fort Abraham Lin Dakota Territory. 
Fort Abercrombie, Dakota Territory. 
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory. 
Fort Rice, Dakota Territory. 
Fort Abraham Lincoln, ota Territory. 
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory. 
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory. 
Fort Rice, Dakota Territory. 


e 


Fort Richardson, Texas, 
Fort Clark, Texas. 

Fort Concho, Texas. 
Fort Clark, Texas. 


BMAD 


i 
£. 
Station. 8 Me Station. 
3 2 
= 
3 
a 
Fort- Brown, Tess i(it«é‘it«~*~*C*SC Mater)... k Fort Adams, Rhode Island. 
Fort Adams, Rhode Island. 
Fors Brows, Texas, SE | oe Aa ng. Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania. 


285 
155 
25 
77 
PF 


sides " 8 Mauch Chank, Pennsylvania. 
< Reading, Pennsylvania 
Reading, Pennsylvania, 
Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania. 
Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania. 
Fort Monroe, Virginia. 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 
Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania. 
„ 
nnsylyan 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 


ee 


Ringgold ks, Texas. 
Ringgold Barracks, Texas. 
Fort Brown, Texas. 

Fort Clark, a 


. 


EHE ο 
E 


8888888888 


Authorized strength, 498; non-commissioned staff, 5; light battery, 65; artillery- 
. ey * z 


Second Regiment. 


Station. 
Santa Fé, New Mexico. Fort MeHenry, Maryland. 
Santa Fé, New Mexico. Fort McHenry, Maryland. 


Fort Bayard, New Mexico. 
Fort Bayard, New Mexico. 
Fort Ba; New Mexico, 
Fort Union, New Mexico. 
Fort Union, New Mexico. 
Fort Stanton, New Mexico. 
Fort Bayard, New Mexico. 
Fort Stanton, New Mexico. 
Fort Wingate, New Mexico. 
Fort Garland, Colorado, 
Fort Union, New Mexico. 


Fort Stanton, New Mexico. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


Authorized strength, 845. Authorized strength, 498. 


1877. 
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Army, rex iled pad returna received at the Adjutant-General’s Office 
up to 
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15, 1877. 


ARTILLERY—Conutinned. 
Third Regiment. 


Fort Hamilton, New York Harbor. 


Fort Hamilton, HETEK Harbor. 


3 1 Fort Randall, Dakota. 


from returns received at the Adjutant-General’s Office 
15, 1877. 


INFANTRY. 
First Regiment. 


Fort Monroe, Virgin 19 Fort Randall, Dakota. 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. 37 Fort Randall, Dakota. 
Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania. 37 Fort pany Dakta 
Manch Chunk, Pennsylvania, 32 Fort Randall, Dakota. 
Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania, A Lower Brulé agency, Dakota. 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. 36 Lower Bralé agency, Dakota. 
Fort Schuyler, New York Harbor. 36 Lower Brulé agency, Dakota. 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, 35 Fort Sully, Dakota. 
Mauch Chunk, nsylvania. 37 Fort Sully, Dakota. 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. 35 Fort Randall, Dakota. 
Scranton, 8 37 Fort Sully, Dakota. 
Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania. 
375 
Authorized strength, 375; non-commissioned staff, 5; companica, 37 each. 
Fourth Regiment. Second Regiment. 
Station. 
Presidio, San Francisco, California, 
25 Presidio, San Francisco, California. 
u Fort Townsend, Wyomin; Territory. 
68 Presidio, San Francisco, California. 
29 dio, San Francisco, California. 
34 Fort Canby, Wyoming Territory. 
* Fort Stevens, m. 
5 Fort Canby, Wyoming Territory 
‘ort Can! A 
35 Alcatraz Elan ae ia, 
49 Fort Monroe, Virginia. 
25 Alcatraz Klang California. K Aug ‘laho, 
— Se aan Talens CAU Columbus Barracks, October 4, 1877, 
4 Fort Columbus, October 3, 1877. Fort Colambus, October 3, 1877. 


3 
3 


Anthorized strength, 498. 


Fifth Regiment. Third Regiment. 


Station. Station. 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
Helena, Montana. 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
Saint Augustine, Florida. Helena, Montana. 
Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, Helena, Montana. 


Hel Montana. 
Helena, Montana. 


8 Pennsylvania, Helena, Montana. 
Charleston, South ‘4 lina. Helena, Montana. 
Fort Brooke, Florida. Helena, Montana. 
Fort Brooke, Florida. Helena, Montana, 
Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, Helena, Montana. 
Saint Augustine, Florida. Helena, Montana. 


Helena, Montana. 


Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania. Columbus Barracks, October 4, 1877. 


Authorized strength, 375. 
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up to ae 15 1877. 
INFANTRY —Continued. 
Fourth Regiment. 


Fort Bridger, W yoming. 


Fort McKinney, Wyoming. 
Fort Fetterman, Wyoming. 


Camp Stambaugh, Wyoming. 
Fort McKinney, Wyoming. 


Fifth Regiment. 


Tongue River Barracks, Montana. 


Sixth Regiment. 


Fort Buford, Dakota. 


Fort Buford, Dakota. 
Fort Rice, Dak 


Fort Buford, Dakota. 
Fort Buford, Dakota. 
Fort Baford, Dakota. 
Fort Buford, Dakota. 
Fort Buford, Dakota. 
Fort Stevenson, Dakota. 
Fort Buford, Dakota. 
Fort Stevenson, Dakota. 


ota. 
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota, 


A.—Statement showing the organization of the enlisted men of the regular | A.—Statement showing the organization of the enlisted men of the lar 
Army, com from returns received at the Adjutant-General’s Office vrs Os 


Army, compiled from returns received at the Adjutant-General’s Office 
up to October 15, 1877. 4 


INFANTRY—Continued. 
Seventh Regiment. 


Fort Shaw, Montana. 


ug. Fort Shaw, Montana. 
3 S Fort Shaw, Montana. 

= 877 | Fort Shaw, Montana. 
Fort Ellis, Montana, 
Camp Baker, Montana. 
Camp Baker, Montana, 
Fort ton, Montana, 
Fort Shaw, Montana. 
Fort Shaw, Montana, 
Fort Shaw, Montana. 
Fort Shaw, Montana. 


AMROSSSOnp 


Eighth Regiment. 


Prescott, Arizona. 


Prescott, Arizona. 


na. 
Camp Apache, Arizona. 
505 


Camp Grant, Arizona. 

Camp Lowell, Arizona. 

Fort Columbus, October 3, 1877. 
San Francisco, July, 1877. 

San Francisco, August, 1877. 


Omaha Barracks, Nebraska. 


Omaha Barracks, Nebraska. 
Omaha Barracks, Nebraska, 
Fort Columbus, October 3, 1877. 


~ Authorized strength, 375. 
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up to October 15, 1877. up to 15, 1877. 


INFA NTRY—Continaed. 
Tharteenth Regiment. 


INFANTRY—Continued. 
Tenth Regiment. 


Fort McKavett, Texas. 


Fort McKavett, Texas. 
Fort MoKavett, Texas. 
Fort MeKavett, Texas. 
Fort MeKavett, Texas. 
Fort McIntosh, Texas. 
San Antonio, Texas. 


Fort MoKavett, Texas. 
Fort Clark, Texas. 


ESA 


TETTA 7 Camp Douglas, Utah. 


A Camp rouge, Utah. 
. $ Fort Hall, Idaho. 
r ~ 1877 | Camp Robinson, Nebraska. 


Cheyenne agency, Dakota, 
Charente prone, Dakota. 
Big Horn Barracks, Mi 


. 


Columbus Barracks, Oct. 4, 1877. 
Fort Columbus, Oct. 3, 1877. 


Twelfth Regiment. 


Station. 


Angel Island, California. 


Fort Wingate, New Mexico. 


— 
~ 


Fort Wingate, New Mexico. 


A Island, ifornia. Fort Craig, New Mexico, 

t Columbia, Fort Garland, Colorado. 
Fort Yuma, California. Fort Union, New Mexico. 
Camp Gaston, California, Fort Wingate, New Mexico. 
Angel California, Fort Bay. New Mexico. 


Camp McDermit, Nevada. Fort Stanton, New Mexico. 
Angel Island, California. Fort Marcy, New Mexico 


Francisco, July, 1877. 


Fort Wingate, New Mexico. 
Fort Columbus, Oct. 3, 1877. 


Fort Columbus, Aug. 22, 1877. 


B| .weseeunees 


Authorized strength, 378. Authorized strength. 378. 
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Army, led ma returns received at the Adjutant-Gencral’s Ofice| Army, compiled from returns received at the Adjutant-Generals Office 
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INFANTRY—Continued. INFANTRY- Continued. 
Sixteenth Regiment. Nineteenth Regiment. 


Fort tiley, Kansas. Fort Lyon, Colorado, 


U n. Toni 


; Fort Riley, Kansas. 
Dives Fort Riley, Kansas. 
Aug. 31,1877 Fort Sill, “indian Territory. 


Fort Sill, Bit niian To Territory. 
Fort Reno, Indian Territory, 
Fort Wallace, Kansas, 


Fort Hays, Kansas. 
Fort Riley, Kansas. 

Fort Reno, Indian A Territory. 
Fort Gibson, Indian T 


Twentieth Regiment, 


Fort Snelling, Minnesota, 


eee „ Standing Rock, Dakota. 


Fort Snelling, Minnesota. 
Fort Sisseton, Dakota. 


HOwbtob> 


Fort Pembina, Dakota. 


Standing Rock, Dak 
Fort Totten, Dakota. 


- Standing Rock, Dakota. 
S 5 Standing Rock, Dakota. 


— 
. 


Eighteenth Regiment. 


Fort Vancouver, Wyoming Territory. 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 


Fort Vancouver, W. Terri! 3 
yoming tory, 


Fort Ws WONG. wyoming Terrtary. 
n 
Fort 8 ing Terri 

Fort Vancouver, Wyoming Territory. 
Fort Vancouver, ae = Territory. 


8 Pennsylvania. 


Fort 233 

Fort Walla Walla, W. Territory. 
Fort Vancouver, Wyoming Territory, 
—_ Harney, Oregon. 


Atlanta, Georgia. 

. Pennsylvania. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. t 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. - 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 

Fort Columbus, October 3, 1877. 


Fort Columbus, October 3, 1877. 
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A. Statement showing the organization of the enlisted men of the regular | A. — Statement showing the organization of the enlisted men of the regular 


Army, compiled from returns received at the Adjutant-General’s Office 


up to October 15, 1877. 
INFANTRY—Continued. 


Twenty-second Regiment. 


Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania. 
Fort Brady, Michigan. 


Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 


Saranda 


Authorized strength, 375. 
Twenty-fourth Regiment. 


Fort Clark, Texas. 


Fort Clark, Texas. 

Fort Clark, Texas. 

Fort Duncan, Texas. 

Ringgold Barracks, Texas, 
Clark, Texas. 


D. 
E. Fort Brown, Texas. 
F: Fort Duncan, Texas. 
G. 3 ug- Ringgold Barracks, Texas. 
— Fo wn, Texas. 
: eA poe 2 Ringgold Barracks, Texas. 
a EE Ringgold Barracks, Texas. 
Total 
Authorized strength, 373. 


Army, compiled from returns received at the Adjutant-Generals Office 
up to October 15, 1877. 


INFANTRY—Continued. 


Twenty-fifth Regiment. 


and absent. 


Enlisted men, present 


SSS rn 


Authorized strength, 375. 


ENGINEER BATTALION. 


Willet's Point, New York Harbor, 


Willet's Point, New York Harbor. 
Willet's Point, New York Harbor. 
$ Willet's Point, New York Harbor. 
a eewadaddns Sepi Willet's Point, New York Harbor. 
Willet's Point, New York Harbor. 
West Point, New York. 


Authorized strength, 200. 
* 
8. 
s 
3 
A 
Available recrnits at Fort Columbus, New York Har- 
bor, (general service 35,* and colored 0) deeds sue Oct. 10, 1877. 
Available recruits at Columbus Barracks, Ohio, (gen- 
eral 21, and 9 Oct. 10, 1877. 
Available recruits at Saint Louis Barracks, Missouri, 
(mounted service and colored seeeceee--| Oct. 10, 1877. 
Available recruits at New York City, (mounted serv- 
n „„ „„ „„ Oct. 10, 1877. 
Weill 333õ*⁵˙; e 
Authorized recruiting parties, 300. 
Permanent and recruiting parties, music-boys, and re- 
cruits at depots not available for assigument Sept. 30, 1877. 
eral-service men on duty in bureaus of the War 
Department, Army, division, an 
UAPtETS, G0... nce ce eww cee ences sase Ang. 31, 1877. 
ce De t. (anthorized, 350). Aug. 31, 1877. 
West Point detachments, (authorized, 200) Aug. 31, 1877. 
Prison-guard, 
Mespltal wards, (authorized, 200) Aug St IEN 
ospi ste fan va . 31. 1877. 
Ordnance sergeants, (authorized, 110) Aug: * at 
„ 31. 1 
Indian scouts, (authorized. ane 31, 1877. 
Ang. 31, 1877. 


* Assigned to Fifth Artillery. 


. 
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RECAPITOLATION. The statement referred to by Mr. BANNING is as follows: 


¥ ș Location of troops of the Army, as shown by latest returns and reports 

E 2 received, 

| 8 

$ ka 

e ° Posts. Garrison. 

— ba 

£ bal ip, e ANA RE 

8 g Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Terri Headquarters and six companies Sev- 

5 E enth Ca ; two companies Sev- 

y 25 roana one company Sixth In- 
1 Fort Adams, Rhode Island. ......-..--.-- Headgnarters and four companies First 

A eee ery. 

902 Camp Apache, Arizona Territory. ....... Two companies Sixth Cavalry and two 

833 ee bray Eighth Infantry. 

835 Alcatraz Island, California Three companies Fourth Artillery and 

848 one 8 Twelfth Infuntry. 

Angel Island, California 5 -----| Headquarters and three companies 


F Atlanta, Georgia narters and seven companies 
Eighteenth Infantry. 
Allegheny e Ray mln 3 Detachment of ordnance, 
Fort rida....... Three companies Fifth Artillery. 
Fort Bayard, New Mexico Four companies Ninth Cavalry and one 
company Fifteenth Infantry. 
Fort Benton, Montana Territory......... One company Seventh Infautry. 
Fort Boisé, Idaho Territory. ra One company First Cavalry and one 
company Twenty-first Infantry. 
Fort Brady, Michigan Two companies Twenty-second Infan- 
Fort Brooke, Florida 3 Two: companies Fifth Artillery. 
Fort Bridger, Wyoming Territory.. Yet 8 on two companies 
antry. i 
Fort Brown, Texas I Headquarters and five companies 
Eighth Cavalry and two companies 
Twenty-fourth Infantry, 
Fort Buford, Dakota Territory........ eas sess swung and six companies Sixth 
ntry. 
Camp Baker, Montana Territory. ........ Two 3 Seventh Infantry. 
Camp Bidwell, California -| One company First Cavalry and one 
company Twelfth Infantry. 
Camp Bowie, Arizona Territory... . Two companies Sixth Ca A 
3 Wyoming Territory. Two companies Fifth Cavalry. 
Big ra Barracks, Montana Territory..| Headquarters and four companies Sec- 
ond Cavalry; four companies Elev- 
enth Infantry. í 
AERES 5220200 Three companies Thirteenth Inve 
* n ge Barrac ana ree companies n ‘antry. 
Hot incinded in tho $5,000 155 * ho 8 Uaa 5 a -| One company 5 e 
Mr. FOSTER and Mr. BANNING rose. Fort Canby, Woshington Textitocy......| ‘two epa ies Fourth Artillery. 
Mr. FOSTER. I desire to say only a word. C222 deena K A aenaran Sparel Gea 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from panies Tenth Cavalry; three com- 
Ohio [Mr. BANNING] on his right. paion E I eee, 


two companies Twenty-fonrth and 
des companies Twenty-fifth In- 


try. 
Fort Colville, Washington Territory One company First Cavalry. i 
Fort Gude Tete 8 and three companies 
Tenth Cavalry; one company Twen- 
ty-fifth Infantry. 


Mr. BANNING. I yield to my coll e. 

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE] 
and the gentleman from New York [Mr. HEWITT] have called atten- 
tion to the question of detailed estimates. I would infer from the 
remarks that have been made that the democratic party, or the dem- 


ocratic side of the House, intends a reform upon that question. Now, | Fort Craig, New Mexico. Two companies Fifteenth Infantry. 
sir, I hold in my hand 900 eee pak 5 up a thin volume] the | Charleston Barracks, South Carolina. Seas pier Msn three companies 
estimates that were made by the last democratic administration. Depot, Wyomin 9 0 

Since that time the republican party have had control of the Govern- 88 i an Ohio F RASA . F 


ment and they have insisted upon detailed estimates in all the De- 
pruno going into accurate detail except in the War and Navy 

epartments, and the result is now a book of this kind, [holding up 
a bulky volume.] The detail has been vastly improved and greatly 


Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania 


Four companies Second Artillery. 
Cheyenne agency, Dacotah Territory. — 


Headquarters and six companies 
Eleventh Infantry. 

Chattanooga, Tennessee One company Eighteenth Infantry. 

Fort Davis, Texas . One company Tenth Cavalry; head- 


gira Sap ck oh epg a nt nacre ag I ee 5 5 mene e pa aye a os companies Twen- 
I believe it to be proper; elieve these estimates shou! e made y- antry. 

with the utmost detail practicable. But perhaps if my friend from Fort Dodge, Kansas........-..- e 9 A tink T =e 
Tennessee would examine the question of a detail of the Army ex- | Fort Duncan, Texas..... e . one company Tenth Cavalry; two 


penses he might modify his notions a little in that regard. 

Mr. BLOUNT, I desire to ask the gentleman from Öhio a question. 
What is the difference between the sums of money appropriated under 
the last democratic administration and the sums in the book he has 
just exhibited ? $ 

Mr. FOSTER. I have not looked at that. i 

Mr. BLOUNT. It is very important to look at it. 

Mr. FOSTER. The difference in the expenses of the maintenance 
of the Government—setting aside the war expenses—between 1860 
and the present time is not great. That is to which I wish to 
call the attention of the House. 


companies Twenty-fourth Infantry. 
Camp Douglas. Utah Territory Headquarters and seven companies 
Fourteenth Infantry. 
Fort Ellis, Montana Territory... Four companies Second Cavalry and 
one company Seventh Infantry. 
Fort Elliott, Texas * 3 Two com es Fourth Cavalry and 
two companies Nineteenth Infantry. 
Fort Fetterman, Wyoming Territory. One pompan Third Cavalry and one 
y Fourth Infantry. 
Fort Foote, Maryland 
Fort Garland, Colorado .. 
‘ifteenth Infantry. 
Fort Gibson, Indian Territory........... 


One company Ninth 8 ‘one com- 
pany A ry 
One company Sixteenth Infantry and 


one com Twenty-third Infantry. 

Mr. BANNING. I move to strike out the last word. I merely rise | Fort Gratiot, Michigan ...........-...--- One chars a ety Seen —— 
to correct a statement of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hewrrt.] | Fort Griffin, Texas . .. -| One company Tenth Cavalry, 
I have received from the War Department a statement of the location | C&P 2 e eee e eee 
of all the troops in the United States. I tried to get it yesterday and 5 Mannie Cavalry; ious company Right 
e it to t 5 pa not receive os in ayes In me of 8 oom e A is 
there being one hundred and seven osts only in the Army there o e e company Fourteenth Infantry. 
ase sivo taunted Ral twelve vane inks return which I hold in my | Fort Hamilton, New York Haber ealon i Os a 
hand shows the location of all the troops. It shows that the most of | Fort Ha One company Sixteenth Infan 


try. 
One company Fourteenth Infantry. 


them are used, except the artillery on the frontier, and it shows that 
One company First Cavalry ; one com- 
pany Tw 


thirty companies of cavalry and twenty-eight companies of infantry 


3 A fth Infantry. 
are upon the Mexican frontier or in Texas. 8 i : 3 
This is all I wanted to say. As this statement Includes a liat of | OTP SAD, n ... SS ig tr rt aaa 
all ee posts, 8 of ee i Seky paoe fuera Helena, Montana Territory ggg 55 and six companies Third 
at the posts, it n suggested to me thatit shoulda prin s 
so that every gentleman may know where the Army of the United | Forf,™ndependence, Massachusetts .. Two companies Pirat Artillery. 
States is located. I therefore print it as part of my remarks. Fort 3 North Carolina. .| One company Second Artilery. 


1877.. 
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Location o; of the Army, as shown by the latest returns and Location of troops of the Army, as shown by the latest returns and 
of troops of A Y, ee reports of troops > reports 


Jackson Barracks, Louisiana uarters and four companies 
8988 Infan ie 
Fort Klamath, Oregon .......-.-.+-+..--- company First Cavalry; one com- 
pany Twenty-first Infantry. 
Fort Lapwai, Idaho Territory One one 8 five com- 
: ies autry. 
Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory ...... 8 and — companies 
Larned, Kansas oan on 8 Infantry. 
Fort „ Kansas company 7 
Fort Leavenworth, s Headquarters and eight companies 
Twenty-third Infantry. 
Fort Lyon, Colorado 8 and three companies 
eteen . 
Camp Lowell, Arizona Territory. One com ny Sixth Cavalry; one com- 
y Eigh Infantry, 
Fort Preble, Maine One company First Artillery. 
Plattsburgh Barracks, New Lor One company Third Artillery. 
Point San José, California One company Fourth Artillery. 
Presidio of Francisco, California. One company First Cavalry; headqnar- 
ters and three com Fourth 
Artillery, 
Prescott, Arizona Territory Headquarters — pe Infantry. 
Fort Randall, Dakota Territory. appt arean and four companies First 
untry. 
Fort Reno, Indian Territory ....... sasese Two companies Fourth Cavalry and 
two companies Sixteenth Infantry. 
Three companies Seventh Cavalry; one 
company Sixth Infantry. 
One company Tenth Cavalry. 


Headquarters and three companies Six- 
teenth Infantry. 
A ig st == ge and five companies Fifth 
avalry. 
One company Third Cavalry. 


loud agency, Dakota Territory... Two companies Third Cavalry. 
— Dr Threo companies Eighth Cavalry; four 
companies Twenty-fourth Infantry. 
Fort Sanders, Wyoming Territory....... One company Third Cavalry; one com- 
ay ourth and one company Ninth 


Fort Shaw, Montana Territory. 3 and six companies Sev- 
ent A 

Fort Sill, Indian Territory. Headquarters and six companies Fourth 
Cavalry; two con Sixteenth 

Fort Snelling, Minnesota — Headquarters and two companies 
Twentieth 875 

Fort Stanton, New Mexico Three companies N Cavalry; one 

Fort Stevens, Oregon 898 Tear Kelle, 

Fort Stevenson. Dakota Territory Two ee Sixth 3 

Fort Stockton, Texas One com Tenth Cavalry; three 


Fort Sully, Dakota Sing ASE 
Fort Sisseton, Dakota Te: 
Little Barracks, Arkansas 


cy, Dakota Territory...) Two companies First A 
Lake Charles, Biasa Sd One company Thirteenth Infantry. 
Lewiston, Idaho Territory.. One company Twelfth Infantry. 
Fort Mackinac, Michigan ... 1 enty-second Infan- 
Fort Marcy, New Mexico One company Fifteenth Infantry. 
Fort Macon, North Carolina 
Fort McHenry, Maryland eadquarters and four companies Sec- 
ond Artillery. 
Fort McIntosh, Texas One company Testh Infantry. 
Fort McKavett, Texu ss One company Tenth Ca ; head- 
uarters and five companies Tenth 
Fort McPherson, Nebraska .........-..-- One —.— v Third Cavalry; one com- 
pany Ninth Infantry. 
Fort Monroe, Virginia nee 9 of each of the five regi- 
men 3 
Fort McKinney, Wyoming Territory. ree companies Fifth Cavalry; three 
— ies Fourth and one company 
Camp McDermit, Nevada One company 12 Infantry. 
Camp McDowell, Arizona ——— One conpor Sixth Cavalry and one 
company hth Infantry. 
Camp Mojave, Arizona . company th Infantry. 
Madison ks, New Tork One company Third Artill 
Missoula, Montana Territory ‘our companies Third Infantry. 
he Niagara, roe de 54 5 weese 85 company 5 3 
Newport Kentucky -| Two companies teenth Infan 
Fort Ontario, New Lor One y Third Artille ny 
One company Fourth and mar- 
~ 2 companies Ninth In- 


‘antry. 
Three companies Twentieth Infantry. 


Fort Pem Dakota Territory......... 

Fort Porter, New Tork Two companies Twenty-second Infan- 

Fort Fred § Wyoming Territory. One com Fourth Infantry. 

Camp Sheridan, Ne! cooker 8 One 8 Third Cavalry 

Camp 3 Territory... One company Fourth t 

Camp Supply, Territory. ge ny — * Cavalry, two com- 

ea 

Sidney Barracks, Nebraska One fas at Fifth Cavalry; one com. 
pany Ninth Infantry. 

Saint Louis Barracks, Missouri. ......... General recruits. 

Standing Rock agency, Dakota Territory. One company Seventh Cavalry; head- 


uarters and eight companies Seven- 
teenth Infantry. 
-| Headquarters Ninth Cavalry. 
-| One company Fifth Artillery. 
One company Tenth Infantry. 


Santa Fé, New Mexico. 
Savannah, . 


received Continued. 


Garrison. 
Two companies Fifth Arti A 
One company Tenth 8 
One company ee Infantry. 
-| Two companies Third Cavalry. 
Two companies Seventh Cav: ; threo 
companies Twentieth Infantry. 

Fort Townsend, Washington Territory. One Company Fourth Artillery; one 
company Twenty-first Infantry. 

Fort Trumbull, Connecticut ............. Two companies First Artillery. 

Camp Thomas, Arizona Territory ........ One com 258 7 et Cavalry; one com» 
pany 3 

Tongue River Barracks, Montana Terri- <i 

MEY concedencdateccnkadanunecaseeessenh Four companies Second Cavalry; Fifth 

Fort Union, New Mexico Three — Ninth Cavalry; two 

: companies Fifteenth Infantry. 

Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory..| Headquarters and four companies 
Twenty-first Infantry. 

Campe Verde, Arizona Territory One 8 Sixth Cavalry; two com- 
panies Eighth Infantry. 

Fort Wadsworth, New York Harbor..... Two companies Third Artillery. 

‘ort Wallace, Kansas One company Fourth Cavalry ; one com- 
pany Sixteenth Infantry. 

Fort Walla Walla, Washington Territory | Headquarters and three companies 
First Cavalry two companies T'wen- 
ty-firat Infantry. 

Fort Wayne, Michigan 3 Headquarters and three companies 
Twenty-second Infantry. 

Fort Whipple, Arizona Territory. ....... One com ny ‘Sixth’ Cavalry ; one com- 

y A 
Fort Wingate, New Mexico First company, Ninth Ca ; head- 
8 two companies 

Fort at Willet's Point, New York Harbor. Four companies engineer battalion. 

Fort Warren, G Two companies First Artillery. 

W. rsenal, District of Colum One company Roroa: Artillery and de- 
tachment o. 

Fort Yuma, Californian Detachment Twelfth Infantry. 

West Point, New York .........-.......- p seiras engineer battalion; de- 

en 

Spokane Falls, Idaho — Two companies Second Infantry. 


above enumerated, there 


Nortr.—In addition to the one hundred and fifty 
garriso: less than one company, or in 


are sixty-two posts med by detachments 
charge of ordnance 


Mr. HENDERSON. I did not intend, sir, to take any part in this 
discussion whatever; but, in view of the remarks made by one of my 
colleagues from Illinois, [Mr. TOWNSHEND, I I do feel as if I wanted 
to ask him a question or two. He has alluded to the fact that the 
expenses of much larger standing armies than ours in other countries 
are less than ours. 

I want to ask my colleagne whether he is in favor of reducing the pay 
of the American soldier to what tho Russian soldier, or the Austrian 
soldier, or the soldier of any other foreign government receives? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Will my colleagne allow me to 
answer that question now? 

Mr. HENDE N. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. When I find that the Austrian 
army cost in 1875 and 1876 less than one-fourth per capita what the 
Army of the United States cost our people per capita for three years, 
I am in favor of inquiry by this committee to ascertain whether the 
cost of the American Army may not be reduced. 

Mr. HENDERSON. They pay an Austrian or a Russian soldier very 
little com to what is paid to our soldier. I am told by a gen- 
tleman in front of me that it is not more than twenty cents a day. 

A Member. Only three cents a day. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, I am convinced from what I have 
learned that there is a large unnecessary expenditure of money, not 
for the private soldier, but in other ways connected with the yy 
which might be economized. 

Mr. H. ERSON. My colleague has not yet said whether he wishes 
to reduce the pay of the American soldier to that of a Russian or an 
Austrian soldier. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I will answer now that so far as 
the private soldiers are concerned I am notin fayor of reducing their 
pay to that of the privates of European armies. 

Mur. HENDERSON. There is another thing I wish to say in reply to 
my friend and colleague, He has alluded to the sympathy of this 
side of the House as against the workingmen of the country and in 
favor of using the Army for the purpose of putting down the work- 
ingmen of the country. I believe that in the late troubles the very 
first governors that called for the United States Army to help put 
down the workingmen, if my ee considers it in that light, were 
the democratic governors of Maryland and of West Virginia, and I 
remember that the republican governor in the State of Ohio refused 
to call for Federal troops, and that the republican governor in Penn- 
sylvania, who was absent from his State at the time the disturbances 
broke out, immediately on his return went to work himself to try to 
suppress the disorders existing in his State. 

. BANNING. Let me suggest to the gentleman from Illinois 
that that governor of Ohio was raised a democrat, 
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Mr. HENDERSON. I am glad to know that he was wise enough 
to leave the democratic 3 8 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. There are a great many who are 
glad to leave such bad ed rp [Laughter.] 

Mr. HENDERSON. Nothing has been said or done on this side of 
the House to justify the charge that we are in favor of using the 
Army for the pu of putting down the workingman of the coun- 
try. I do not believe that we have any such desire or any sympathy 
with such desire. I believe, however, that this side of the House 
does believe in preserving law and order in the country at all times 
and under all circumstances, and that the Army has no higher dut 
to perform than to aid in accomplishing that object wherever a mo 
attempts to violate the law. I believe that the Army of the United 
States is a pre agency for that purpose; but I repel the idea of 
any want of sympathy on the part of this side of the House with the 
laboring-man of the country, for I believe that the majority of the re- 
publican party consists of the laboring-men of the eountry, the hard- 
fisted yeomanry, who have too much intelligence to be deceived by 
any such ela trap as that indulged in by my colleague. [Langhter. ] 

r. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I wish to say in reply to my col- 
league that I heard it stated by a republican member in the debate 
yesterday, as an Pe ac aig in favor of maintaining a large standing 
army, that it might be needed to put down persons engaged in re- 
sisting efforts like those of the railroad companies to reduce the pay 
of their i a digs 

I am in favor of enforcing the laws and suppressing mob violence. 
I will go as far as the farthest for that purpose; but linsistthat every 
such effort shall be confined to legitimate methods. I maintain that 
it is not the duty of the Federal Army in times of peace to act as a po- 
lice force to preserve order in the States. I maintain that power can 
only be properly exercised by the State authorities. I would adopt 
kaali a course here as would encourage the formation of State militia, 
for it was the real design of those who framed our Constitution that 
the Federal Army should never be used for any p but to repel 
invasion and to suppress insurrection when it became too formidable 
for the State force to suppress it. 

I believe the true theory of the Government is that the States 
should be encouraged themselves to come forth and put down dis- 
orders within their borders, The State of IIlinois, which the gentle- 
man and myself have the honor in part to represent, has taken a step 
in the right direction. In every county an effort is being made to 

ize a militia foree as a nucleus around which the law-abiding 
citizens may rally when disorder occurs. 

I will go as far as any one for the gel a of equipping and training 
men to protect their own homes. I would not detract, I would not 
take one single laurel ‘from those won by the regular troops during 
the late disorders. For they deserve high praise for their alacrity, 
coolness, and courage. But I would call the attention of the gentle- 
man to this fact, that in the cities where mob violence was the greatest 
it was suppressed more through the instrumentality of those who vol- 
untarily enlisted in the service of the States than of the Federal 
troops. In Saint Louis it was only when business men and men who 
love order and peace came forward and shouldered their muskets that 
mob violence was suppressed. In Chicago it was the business men 
and citizens and not altogether the Federal 1 that preserved 
order. I say that whenever mob violence erects its head in the States 
it is the proper and legitimate duty of the State militia to suppress 
that mob violence, 

Mr. HENDERSON. Will my colleague allow me to ask him a 
question! 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Certainly. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I would ask my colleague if he is in favor of 
State troops putting down the laboring-men f 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. No, sir. I am in favor of State 
troops repressing tramps and thieves; but I am in favor neither of 
State troops nor Federal troops being used for the purpose of tight- 
ening the grasp of the task-masters upon the laboring element of this 
country. 

Mr, AIKEN. I do not propose to make a speech, but I was im- 
pressed yesterday by the fact that it was a difficult matter to learn 
whether the General of the Army knew that we had any Army, or 
where the Army was, or how many men there were in the Army, 
or whether he knew anything at all about it or not. The gentleman 
from New York [Mr. HEwrrr] and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
BANNING] have asked this morning to have published in the RECORD 
certain tables and statements showing where the barracks are and 
where our soldiers are. è 

Now I wish to append to that a little piece of information which 
I venture to say neither of them will find in those tables. It is simply 
this, that there is one company of soldiers stationed at the city of 
Columbia, in my own State, for which we have no more use than you 
have for them on this floor ; and we tender them respectfully to our 
fellow-citizens of Texas. [Lau hter.] There is a battalion of troops 
in the city of Charleston. tase Tuesday Cole’s circus exhibited 
in Charleston; I presume some of our friends here have heard of 
that institution. The soldiers there took it into their heads that 
they would go into that cireus without paying anything. So they 
went there, turned over the ticket-wagon, broke down the door, and 
made a great deal of trouble generally. The police of Charleston 
got after them and did not 


for any help, but gobbled them up 


and put them all in the guard-house. [Laughter.] And I hope that 
when they get out of the guard-house they will go to Texas. 

Mr. CONGER It is very gratifying to learn that the authorities of 
Charleston have been able of late years to do with our Army what, 
if I recollect aright, they could not do afew years ago. [Laughter.] 

The formal amendment was withdrawn, and the Clerk resumed the 
reading of the bill and read the following: 

For purchase of horses for the cav: and , and for the Indian scouts, 
and for such infantry as may be moun’ $200,080: Provided, That cavalry regi- 
ments may be ted to one hundred men in each company, and kept as neari, 
as practicable at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry shall be employ 
in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontiers of Texas. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move to amend the paragraph last read by 
adding that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And provided further, That by tho recruiting of the cavalry regiments to one bun- 
dred men in each company the Army shall not be increased mi the number of 
enlisted men, including Indian scouts and hospital stewards actually on the Army 
rolls on the Ist day of November, 1877. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I was in favor, yesterday, of the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLacKBURN.] On this 
side that amendment has been voted down. It was not fully ascer- 
tained on yesterday, nor can I ascertain here to-day from what has 
been said by the Committee on Appropriations, what is now the 
actual status or condition of the Army in regard to its numbers. 
Some say that it is eighteen thousand, some say twenty thousand, 
and some Pay treny -EWO thousand. I offer this amendment for the 
purpose of fixing the number at the number on the rolls on the Ist 
day of November, 1877, whatever that may be. I believe that will 
be a sufficient amount of soldiery fər this country. 

I am willing to see Texas protected along the Rio Grande to the 
fullest extent. I would remove all the holiday soldiers from the 
cities to that section of the country. I would remove every soldier 
from the South to the Rio Grande and western Territories, excepting 
those necessary to guard the forts and barracks. I would withdraw 
every unnecessary officer and soldier from Washington, (and it is m; 
opinion there are many such here who should be in the field;) but 
am unwilling to increase the Army one solitary soldier, merely to 

ratify ambitious leaders and to be used for police duties in the States. 

t the States know from this Congress that they must protect them- 
selves, their citizens, and property without looking to the Govern- 
ment, and they will learn a wholesome lesson. It is a vicious habit 
for them to look tothe Government for relief every time a disturbance 
occurs in their limits. Such an action is antidemocratic and against 
our ideas of local self-government. 

As I stated yesterday, we have no Indian difficulties, and I do not 
think we will have any, provided we change the system of Indian 

neies in this country. I believe that the Indians should be re- 
mitted to the War Department. You will find in that Department, 
if not as much diluted Christianity as among the Indian agents, at 
least yon will find in the management of that Department a great 
deal more honesty, and that is what we want in the management of 
the Indians of this country. 

1 believe, Mr. Chairman, that if the Indians had been dealt with 
as they should have been—and I have no gushing love for an Indian; 
I am almost forced to believe that the best Indian is a dead Iudian—I 
believe, however, that if those Indians had been rightly een in 
the past we would have had no such difficulties as we have with 
them. There is no difficulty now. I say that under the admirable 
management of General Miles, whose name should be spoken with 
reverence by every man in the United States, the Indian war has 
been put down. Had we been left to depend upon the services of 
that gallant soldier O. O. Howard, who was continually ahead of 
Chief Joseph, we never would have gotton through with the Indian 
war, which is now over. Some gentleman says that General Howard 
was acting as commissary for Joseph. I say nothing about that. 
I think Joseph never was able to overtake him in order to get from 
him anything to eat. Mr. Chairman, I believe that the amendment 
I have submitted should be adopted. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Chairman, I have sought the floor for the 
purpose of explaining somewhat a misunderstanding as to the posi- 
tion of the Texas g . and why it is that we are found voting 
against a decrease of the Army or in favor of its increase. Upon the 
frontier of Texas we have a condition of things that demands of us 
that we should resort to every means within our power to secure pro- 
tection for that frontier. We ask no Federal troops for police pur- 
poses either in our State or any other. We ask merely for that pro- 
tection guaranteed. by the Constitution of the United States to every 
citizen within the Union, whether upon the Canadian border or upon 
the Rio Grande. If five thousand men will secure to us the protec- 
tion we need upon our border, we shall be satisfied with that num- 
ber. If ten thousand be required, we want that number; if fifty 
thousand be n , we shall not be satistied with less. We shall 
be found battling here until the protection guaranteed by this Gov- 
ernment to our citizens is sec to them. 

It may do very well for persons living in the interior, far removed 
from the frontier, to ery “economy.” It is like persons during the 
war, secure in comfortable homes, cheering on the soldiers at the 
front. It sounds very well; but when you come to estimate human 
life and the rights of American citizens by the dirty standard of the 
dollar I have no part in such a-transaction. 
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We ask that the protection guaranteed by the Constitution shall 
be afforded us, whatever may be the —- of the Army required 
for the p We have constantly v against any decrease in 
the Army in order that the Government might secure us the protec- 
tion to which the citizens upon the frontier are entitled. Upon that 
frontier there is presented to-day a spectacle humiliating to every 
American. When the Administration orders the United States troops 
to pursue the marauding bands of Mexicans across the border and 
recapture the stolen property of American citizens, the reply of the 
commanding general there, one of the best in the service, is that he 
has but dent eee men that he can move; that the remainder 
are necessary for the protection of his post, and that he cannot obey 
those orders. There on the opposite shore stands a force of maraud- 
ing Mexicans, estimated at from three to five thousand, spitting defi- 
ance in the face of your commanding officer and enjoying impunity 
the booty canned: from our citizens, We ask that is stain and 
stigma upon the American Army and the American name shall be 
wi out. It is in the interest of economy that it should be. 

e do not want, as has been inti any war with Mexico. We 
do not desire to annex either ee or her territory. Especially 
do we not desire her people. The only way the territory could be 
available would be by killing off the people. [Laughter.] j 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. 
He speaks of Mexicans crossing the Rio Grande, invading his State, 

lundering and robbing its citizens. Now, I wish to know whether 

would not rather have that question settled at once by war with 
Mexico than have these depredations constantly kept up 

Mr. GIDDINGS. We want the question settl We want the 
protection guaranteed to us—nothing more; we shall be satisfied 
with nothing less. Whatever may be the number of the Army neces- 
sary to afford such protection, we shall be found voting for it. We 
ask this as American citizens. This condition of things has existed 
upon our frontier for the last fifteen years, and according to the tes- 
timony of the commanding general of the Army, taken before the 
Committee on Military Affairs of the Forty-third Congress, our front- 
ier settlements upon the western border, with the exception of a 
few towns where the citizens are able to protect themselves, have 
been driven in from fifty to one hundred and fifty miles. We have 
a border, including the shores of the Rio Grande from its mouth to 
El Paso and then around to the Indian Territory, of over two thou- 
sand miles. Texas has labored to protect that frontier. She has 
given it all or nearly all the protection it has enjoyed. 

[ Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope that we shall now have a vote. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. I renew the amendment. Mr. Chairman, I would 
not detain the committee now, as the members are evidently tired of 
this subject, but so much has been said about the Texas frontier that 
I am afraid the House will think that is the only threatened frontier 
in the United States. Certainly I pathize with those gentlemen 
from Texas; certainly I understand their feelings, ee their 
danger, and sorrow for their sad condition; but I might almost say 
this bill made a discrimination in their favor and against other Ameri- 
ean citizens equally deserving of their country, as much entitled to 
protection, and who are quite as much threatened. Who will say 
that the frontier of New Mexico, the frontier of Arizona and Lower 
California, the frontier of Wyoming, and the frontiers of Montana 
and Idaho are not as much threatened by hostile foes and as ag a 
erimsoned in the blood of your people as the frontier of Texas. T 
State is represented here by a powerful delegation, unsurpassed in 
ability, and whose votes are necessary to the success of the commit- 
tee. It Fi be said equally that this proviso was a sop thrown to 
them; but it would be unjust to say so; the patriotic chairman of 
the committee, in charge of the purse of the whole country, feels 
upon himself the responsibility of the protection of the whole coun- 
try, and only followed the law of last year. No blame attaches to 
the committee for their apparent discrimination, which I would not 
strike out. If our fellow-sufferers in Texas can get any consolation 
from these empty words, they are welcome to do so. I desire to call 
the attention of the House to the fact that Texas does not stand alone 
in fear and affliction. 

In the Territory of Montana, during this last year, we have had 
half a hundred ble citizens killed, and from three to four hun- 
dred thousand dollars’ worth of property destroyed; not one coach 
alone has been stopped, but our lines of travel have been suspended 
for weeks at a time, not by any Indians within our own border, 
whose interest conflicted with ours, bat by invasion from distant 

laces beyond our control. That destructive invasion never could 
Pito been accomplished if our military organizations had been any- 
thing more than mere skeletons. And now you propose to increase 
the cavalry so as to reduce out of existence the already emaciated 
infantry. Let me ask those gentlemen who are familiar with the 
history of the late Indian wars whether the infantry has not shown 
its efficiency, and if most of the fights that have been won against 
the Indians in the last three years have not been won by the infantry 
or through their co-operation. Cavalry have often gone in only to 
be massacred. The infantry have often averted disaster. Our cav- 
alry was massacred SY the Sioux, and it was by the aid of the infan- 
try, commanded by Miles, a colonel of infantry, that Sitting Bull was 
driven across the border. Your cavalry, endeavoring to force its way 
over mountain trails, could not catch the Nez Perees, but General 


Gibbon, with a hastily collected handful of infantry, marched two 
hundred miles, surprised them in the night, would have annihilated 
the Indians if his force had been a little greater; and finally, after a 
march of thirteen hundred miles, one of the most extraordinary ever 
made, during all which time the infantry in Howard’s command kept 
up with, if they did not outmarch, the cavalry, those Nez Perce In- 
dians were stopped within forty miles of the Canadian border, and 
stopped by a mixed force of cavalry and infantry under General 
Miles and compelled to surrender. 

If you wish to make any discrimination in the Army or to meddle 
with its organization at all, it would be better to adopt a proviso 
that cavalry and infantry ments occupied with the defense of 
the Mexican and Indian frontier should be recruited and kept up to 
sixty men in each company. Such organizations would be effective. 
When General Gibbon struck the Nez Perces, if he only had a hundred 
more men he could have ended that war then and there. As I have 
already said he came upon them in the night with six companies of 
infantry, numbering in all one hundred and twenty men, and aided by 
thirty volunteer citizens, many of whom were killed, leaving their 
families without the benefit of pensions. 

Suppose those six companies numbered six hundred men instead 
of one hundred and twenty? Suppose this former major-general of 
the United States Army, the author of a standard work on military 
science, one of the most gallant and accomplished gentlemen in our 
Army, or in any army, who went into the fight like an ordinary sol- 
dier, with his rifle on his shoulder, and fought the savage foe like a 
bushwhacker—sup he had the command of a lieutenant-colonel 
of the Army only, he could have 10 out the whole of the Nez 
Perces and ended the war at once. hat is the use of having an . 
Army at all if it is not to be properly recruited, but allowed to remain 
in a skeleton condition dangling from the scaffold of economy and 
bleaching in the wind of starvation? Let the organization be com- 
pletely destroyed and adopt some other method of defense; but if 
you do maintain its frame-work of regiments and companies, economy 
and patriotism aud decent respect for the lives of brave men cry out 
that you should maintain the companies at such a standard as wiil 
enable them to defend themselves, if not to punish the enemy and 
protect the country. 

Now, if you wish to re-organize the Army and reduce the number of 
regiments, do so by a proper bill which will lop off all excrescences ; 
and if you reduce the number of organizations, at least let those 
which are kept in active service have a respectable number of men. 
Do not take out the rifles and leave a rickety frame-work standing. 
The democratic party, Mr. Chairman, is not responsible for the begin- 
ning of this system of bad legislation by sad i Bos the Army in appro- 
3 bills. The Army was fixed by law at thirty thousand men. 

nt in the Forty-third Coagress an spproptiadon bill was brought in 
which knocked five thonsand rifles outof the Army, and while that was 
done it did not take off a single shoulder-strap; it did not take away 
a single regimental organization, nor a single wagon; it did not 
diminish the smallest portion of the machinery of the Army, but 
merely reduced the effective force of the Army to the extent of five 
thousand men. I well remember the occasion. The bill was brought 
in from the Committee on Appropriatious, of which Mr. GARFIELD 
was chairman, by Mr. Wheeler, now Vice-President of the United 
States. I remember very well the words which he used at that time, 
that if those frontier settlements could not protect themselves, then 
they had better be wiped ont. I thought it proper that the most 
cruel blow ever struck at the Army should be defended by the most 
cold and heartless speech I ever heard on this floor. That was the 
beginning of this bad policy of reducing the Army in the appropri- 
ation bills; a vicious practice, for when you reduce it in the appro- 

riation bills by nonong the number of the men merely, you do not 
iminish any portion of the machinery of the Army ; you do not strike 
off any of officers, or do away with any of the rtation, 
but you simply knock out of the service so much of the effective force 
or so many men which are really needed in order to make it effective. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I rise to oppose the amendment, and yield my 
time to the gentleman from Montana. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. I thank the gentleman for his courtesy. Mr. 
Chairman, I have been sorry to see in this debate that geutlemen 
from the West care so little for the lives and property of their friends 
in the newer lines of States and Territories. It seems siugular to 
me that gentlemen who represent the dark and bloody ground, whose 
memories are the romance of American history, from Indiana where 
the field of Tippecanoe raised its hero to the Presidency ; from Ohio, 
whose earlier struggles aroused the sympathies ani called out the 
assistance of the whole country; from Lilinois, where the is yet 
green over the victims of Black Hawk’s bands, shonld be more 
illiberal toward the new.frontier than the far eastern States. 

I know yon are farmers and you need economy; but what makes 
your farms and houses secure? Is it not because we have pushed on 
beyond you a cordon of new States and Territories, and have raised 
a barrier of gallant hearts and strong arms between you and the 
savages that raided your early settlements but a generation ago? 
Now you have peace; you are beyond invasion. Our danger is your 
safety and our exposure is your security ; but should you not extend 
to us the same sympathy and the same protection that the nation far 
less able then extended to your fathers when your lands were the 
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frontier? Because you are safe are you to be selfish? Does not the 
blood of your fellow-citizens, ay, of your sons and relatives, weigh 
anything against your dollars because danger is no longer at your 
own doors? Is all patriotism lost in the desire to save; and will 
you allow your citizens to be butchered, your country mocked at, her 
flag and 5 defenders insulted because it is done far away in the new 
country 

Why do you leave us to be massacred? Why do you leave your 
flag to be insulted? Why leave us to feel that your promise of pro- 
tection is simply a mockery and that the shadow of the American flag 
is a smare, deluding the poor settler from his own defense that he 
may be murdered beneath its powerless folds? 

Gentlemen, I cannot believe that your rs meres to our condition 
arises from selfish indifference. I have fought side by side with the 
men of Illinois, and Ohio, and Indiana, the frugal tillers of a fruitful 
soil, and I know they never count the cost of the demands of patriot- 
ism. I know the gallant and chivalrous people of Kentucky, and I 
believe their Representative [Mr. BLACKBURN ] when he intimatesthat 
they would fly to the rescue of the flag when the most remote point 
of the most remote border was threatened with invasion, or the most 
distant settlement attacked by savages. The difficulty in this case 
is the difficulty only of making you understand and feel the dire 
necessity we are under for the protection that the Army recruited and 
filled can afford. And I can only add my voice to that of other gen- 
tlemen in saying that not only on the Mexican, but on every other 
line of our now double frontier necessity exists for succor and increase 
of the troops already there. 

My friend from Missouri [ Mr. CRITTENDEN] 3 Indian war is 
over; Joseph captured and Sitting Bull poner hy, sir, when this 

Congress adjourned last spring who ever ed you would have a 
war with Chief Joseph? And who can tell how many wars you will 
have before the end of this year with all these Indian tribes? They 
are threatening everywhere. You havean Army of twenty-five thou- 
sand men. Some ask what it is doing. It has to deal with and keep 
down three hundred thousand savages, brave men who know how to 
ride, how to live in the wild country, who are natural soldiers and 
who, when armed as they are now armed with breech-loaders and 
magazine-rifles, are equal man for man to any troops in the world, 
That is what your Army is doing. It is holding in check those three 
hundred thousand sav: And why has the frontier of Texas not 
been protected? It is use when the Sioux war and other wars 
broke out the troops had to be removed from these to meet the diffi- 
culty. An Indian outbreak has just been subdued in New Mexico, 
another in Arizona; another may break out to-morrow. Some sol- 
diers are moving the Sioux who have treated, others scoring the coun- 
try for scattered bands that have not come iu. Some are on the march 
to winter stations from the recent e All along the lines 
your forces are every where weak, everyw outnumbered ; and none 
could be summoned to meet an emergency to-morrow without leaving 
some other point fatally 3 

Mr. F. KLIN and Mr. HARRISON rose. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. My time is limited, and I cannot yield. 

But the gentleman says that we will have no more trouble with 
Sitting Bull, as he is beyond the Canadian border. But what is he 
doing there? He is endeavoring to organize the Northwestern tri 
and if he succeeds he can march a force of ten thousand men, equa’ 
to any soldiers you can put in the field, and sweep every settlement 
before him; he can clean the country from the line to the railroad 
before you can organize any force to stop him. Do you think that 
because he is on that side of the line his respect for Queen Victoria 
or a squadron of Canadian policemen will stop him when he has re- 
organized his forces and is ready for war? He will defy them as he 
deties you, and he will not conceal his intentions. Sitting Bull has 
the merit of having been consistently hostile; and, mark me, the next 
news you of his movements will be that he is again preparing to 
carry on that war against the United States which for eighteen years 
he has waged with so much protit and glory to himself. 

Look for a moment at the history of that chief. Born in a for- 
eign land, as be himself avows, where Indian and white alike obey 
the law, he sought the opportunity of making a name and record for 
himself among his people by coming to this country and engaging 
in hostilities, which our policy made possible. He crossed to this side 
of the line, joined in the first hostile movements inst the whites 
in 1858, has persistently fought us ever since, and from a poor, ordi- 
nary Indian, without hereditary rank or family influence, he has made 
himself rich, powerful, and celebrated among his people by waging 
unceasing war on the insufficient forces and unprotected frontier of 
the United States. Do yousuppose that the same dream of ambition 
does not lurk in the heart of many another savage? They have heard 
of the bravery of their fathers from the day of childhood; they have 
listened to the boastings of older warriors and braves; they have 
been taught that it isthe duty of every man to make himself a record 
in the blood of his enemies; and as you have your ambition and I have 
mine, sọ they have theirs; and the great ambition of every aspiring 
spirit among them is to unite and organize their race and make war 


upon the whites. Iacknowledge much that has been said about their 
wrongs, and members know how earnest an advocate I have been on 
this tloor for reform in our Indian policy. But it is your policy and 
the people of the frontier are not responsible for it. Until you © 
it and while you are changing it you owe them 


nge 
that protection which 


government is instituted to give to its citizens. You may improve 
your policy and be able to reduce your forces. But be not too san- 
guine of thesuccess of any system. No matter what you may door what 
policy you may adopt, there is an irrepressible conflict between civiliza- 
tion and savagery which must be waged until one is triumphant and 
the other submits. 

Here the hammer fell.] 

r. TOWNSEND, of New York. Mr. Chairman, we either should 
have an Army and should defend our frontier settlements from the 
Indians and should defend our ple on the border from the en- 
croachments of those living under another flag, or we should give 
our Army up and have no Army and concede that the United States 
have nut power er to defend their own people. 

Sir, there is uo man living, who has the least acquaintance with the 
subject, who does not know that if we had had an adequate force in 
the northwest, in the Sioux country, we never should have had the 
war with Sitting Bull. Had we had five thousand men in proper con- 
dition in the 5 of Idaho in the spring of 1877, the massa- 
cres by which fifty men lost their lives in Idaho would never have 
occurred this year, and the war would not have broken ont, and my 
noble friend and neighbor, Captain Owen Hale, who perished so glo- 
riously in the attack on Chief Joseph would have been now alive. 

Gentlemen seem to forget somewhat in talking about the expenses 
of our Army that we have some extent of country to defend beyond 
what Austria has, beyond what France has, beyond what England 
has in Europe. Sir, we have a territory as large practically as the 
whole of Europe together, and gentlemen are complaining abont 
there being an Army of twenty thousand men to defend that terri- 
tory and take care of the Government property at the various posts 
in this country. Twenty thousand men, such is the howl—twent 
thousand men to put down the liberties of the country! My col- 
league from New York [ Mr. 3 inquired why the expenses of 
the Army were ter for twenty-tive thousand men now than in 
1860. Let me tell my friend that since 1860 we have advanced into 
the Sioux country ; we have advanced into the neighborhood of the 
Pi-Utes, into the neighborhood of the Nez Perces ; we have taken pos- 
session of Arizona, Montana, Idaho, and Dakota. We are maintain- 
ing this Army over distances such as armies never had to traverse 
even in the days of the Roman power. Shall we begrudge the ex- 
poset Shall we leave our people to the tomahawk and scalping- 

nife of the savage in the interest of economy as we are ur; upon 
this floor every now and then? I hope not, sir. I hope this nation 
will not di itself and say it is inadequate to meet Sitting Bull 
and Crazy Horse; ay, and the crazy mules too, if any such still re- 
main, I won't say where. [Laughter.] No, sir; we are able to de- 
fend our people, and with the help of my God 1 will give my influ- 
ence in favor of protecting them. 

There is but one other thing to do, sir, with these savages. We 
might possibly withdraw the Army and conciliate them. [Laughter.] 
Unless we are to do that, we have got to keep up an Army somewhat 
adequate to the wants of the country. [Applause.] 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BEEBE. Mr. Chairman, my colleague from New York [Mr. 
TOWNSEND] has ordered up a powerful re-inforcement. He says that 
by the aid of his God he will give us a solution of all these difficul- 
ties. ee an will do away altogether with the necessity for an 
Army, for what his God cannot accomplish Iam sure his aid will be 
sufficient for. Sir, his argument in regard to the area of our country 
which is to be defended is not a new one. When we take into con- 
sideration the mining settlements in the far West which have attracted 
immigrants to those localities; when we remember that there are 
dense populations now in comparison with what existed in 1860, we 
non aas we have not a more extended area to protect than we had 
n 3 

The Secretary of War, in his report made to Congress on December 
3, 1860, pointed to the fact that at that time there were Indian diffi- 
culties in every portion of that vast area of territory to which allu- 
sion has so frequently been made. 

Sir, my colleague is in error in supposing that our frontier is 
more extensive than that of England. They have, fortunately for 
Canadian settlers, a different policy controlling the administration 
of their affairs touching the Indians, and in Canada and in the other 
provinces the Indians are controlled in the method which the Secre- 
t of War in 1860 and 1861 besought Congress to adopt. If the 
Indian Bureau had then been transferred to the War Department and 
kept there, I believe we should not have had any of the difficulties 
which have been continued upon our frontier. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Will my eolleague allow me to 
ask him a question f 

Mr. BEEBE. Oh,yes; I will always yield to my colleague. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. My friend will bear me witness 
that I have always shown i — this floor that Ihave no namby-pamby 
sentiment towards the Indian. I want to put him under the War 
Department, and I would put war enough there to make him civil, 
1 

Mr. BEEBE. I am glad that my coll e and myself are in har- 
mony at least upon one proposition. I believe that if we should 
now resolutely N 7 the policy which the Secretary of War recom- 
mended in 1860 and 1861, and adhere to it, we should have a cessa- 
tion of these troubles upon the frontier. 1 believe further that, if 
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the arm of the Government were exerted with resolution and power 
for the protection of the Texan border, we should have no more dif- 
ficulty there. I for one would teach that State that, if it is too weak 
to manage its own robbers and maranders, the Government of the 
United States is powerful enough to do it, and I would do it, and 
make Mexico bear all the expenses incident to that transaction. 

Now, sir, I desire to say that the War Department had at its maxi- 
mum in 1860 eighteen thousand men, and not thirteen thousand, as 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations said yesterday. 
It certainly bad over sixteen peta | men and the expenditures 
were $16,000,000. Now, with an Army of eighteen thousand men, the 
Department asks $32,000,000. I say that there is nothing in the con- 
dition of the country to justify this great increase in the expendi- 
tures of this Deparo I have here the report of the Secretary of 
War, to which I have already referred, which shows that at that 
time there were Indian difficulties more numerous and more power- 
ful than any we have now. Bands of Indians composed now of fifty 
were then one hundred strong, ay, one thousand strong. The Sioux 
Nation, one of the most powerful tribes ever known upon this conti- 
nent, were then much stronger than they are now, and it was with 
the Arapahoes, the Cheyennes, and the Pi-Utes in the field against us. 

If we have difficulty now it is because of this quaker rule with our 
soldiers in South Carolina and Louisiana. your President 
promptly called them from those States and transferred them to the 
. 785 then we should have had that peace which we all so much 

ire. 
Here the hammer fell. 

r. HARRISON. I move to strike out the last word. I do it in 
order to give some information to the gentleman from New York 
[ Mr. TOWNSEND] who seems to be unable to determine why it is that 
the Indians have been getting the better of us during the last year. 
It was because the Army of the United States, instead of fighting 
Sitting Bull, was employed, a part of it, in Lonisiana in aiding a re- 
turning board to defraud the people of their rights of free ballot. It 
was because a part of that Army was sent into Florida, where two 
men on a dark night were seen firing a wooden railroad bridge, and 
the governor of Florida telegraphed to Zack Chandler, who was sit- 
ting at the headquarters of the republican party in New York City, 
asking that soldiers should be sent to protect the railroads in Florida. 
Sir, when the committee of the last Congress, of which I was a mem- 
ber, directed to investigate the fact that the President had sent into 
certain States of the South soldiers during the election, were in ses- 
sion, but which was never able to report, we had before us the gov- 
ernor of the State of Florida, and he testified under oath that there 
was one single bridge burned, or perhaps two—but I think it was 
only one—and that on that account he had tel phed to the chair- 
‘man of the central republican committee, Mr. Chandler, requesting 
United States soldiers to be sent to Florida, and on that requisition 
Ps vig were ordered to Florida by the President of the United 

tates. 

The question was asked the governor how many men were seen 
destroying the bridges. He replied that two men were seen running 
away from them, and therefore he as governor of a southern State 
was unable 8 those bridges. In another instance he said 
that the rail tracks were torn up. He was asked what length of 
track was torn up. He said that he could not tell exactly, but prob- 
ably a few yards. He was asked how many men it would e to 
tear up those tracks during one night; if it 8 many men. He 
replied that a few might do it; possibly a half dozen or so. Let be- 
cause a few men in the night, probably eight or ten according to his 
answer, who were never seen, tore up a few yards of railroad track, 
he phed to the chairman of the republican national committee 
asking for troops, and the President on that requisition sent troops 
to Florida. And while troops were being sent into the South to pre- 
vent men from voting, as they had a right to under the Constitution, 
Sitting Bull and the other Indians in the far West were organizing 
their armies, Sir, keep your soldiers where your soldiers ought to 
be, ane we will have a sufficient Army even with but fifteen thou- 
sand men. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I have but one word to say. I 
rise simply to defend the administration of President Grant, The 
President relied with confidence apos having troops sufficient to 
defend the frontiers against the Indians and against the Mexicans, 
because he knew that at any moment he could call into the service 
that gallant Marine Band, whose services were saved to the country 
by the eloquence of the gentleman from Chicago. [Great laughter.] 

Mr. HARRISON. I fear its musie would have been powerless to 
soothe the savage breast of Sitting Bull, for in two years it has not 
proved effectual upon that of my friend from New York. I withdraw 
my formal amendment. 

The question recurred upon the amendment of Mr. CRITTENDEN. 

Mr. GAN. Imove to strike out the last word. I voted against 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLACK- 
BURN,] to reduce the Army to fifteen thousand men, not believing 
that under existing circumstances it was safe and prudent to reduce 
the military force of this country to that number. When the troubles 
that we now have shall have been settled, I shall most heartily vote 
for that reduction. 

But this is the pu 


more especially for which I rise: I have also 
voted to keep the military force within the present number. 


I have 


done so because I believe that the force we now have, if properly dis- 
tributed, would be sufficient for the defense of the frontier. I think 
the difficulty is not in the want of men, but in the proper distribution 
of the men we now have. 

I have feared that the necessities of the frontier of Texas have 
been employed to coerce, if practicable, our delegation to go in favor 
of the greatest increase of the Army that could be obtained. The 
military arm of the Government, like all other Departments of the 
Government, seeks to augment its power. We know that it is the 
opinion of the General of the Army that we onght to have an Army 
of fifty thousand men. We know that other men of high military 
reputation have expressed themselves within the last six months, 
especially since the occurrence of the late riots, as of opinion that 
fifty thousand men were necessary to police the States and preserve 
public order. 

Sir, let me say that we have a financial policy, a revenue policy, which 
has brought this country tothe brink of destruction and ruin, sacrificing 
its highest and dearest interests, impoverishing the people and putting 
the iron handof oppression upon them until they can bear it no longer. 
It is proposed that we shall resort to the tyrant’s remedy and create 
an Army to hold them down under the heel of oppression. I have no 
sympathies with those men. I desire to see people made contented 
by a wise, just, humane, and beneficial public policy that will give 
prosperity and Napp nepa to the people. They want no strife; they 
want no trouble; y want and 8 And if you will 
make legislation so that it will not rob the people of millions of dol- 
lars each year, if you will repeal your resumption act, take the pres- 
sure off the national banks, remonetize silver and give it free coinage, 
you will restore capital into circulation, give peace and prosperity, 
employment and plenty to She people; and it would be worth more 
than a hundred thousand armed men to the peace of this country. 

I do not want the idea ever to gain a lodgement in the American 
heart that our people are incapable of self-government and must be 
governed by a power above them wielding a military force to keep 
them in order, instead of by appeals to their intelligence, their vir- 
tue, and their patriotism. Ido not want any army for that gig Bore H 
I do not believe that it is necessary for the general welfare. will 
not, for one, be coerced into voting for an increase of the Army to 
accommodate the views of military men, when I know that by a 
better distribution of the force we now have we can have better pro- 
tection. i 

One more word. If we continue to pasm the poleg ais has been 
pursued on the Mexican border, so long will there be turbuleuce 
there, so long will we have no peace there. If this Government can 
ever be brought to the point of properly understanding that questi 
so that when robbers cross our borders and commit robbery an 
murder they shall be pursned, and retaliation visited upon their 
allies and protectoi t moment peace will come, and you will 
never have it otherwise. 

No matter how many regiments of cavalry yon may send there to 
act as a defensive force, they cannot give you peace and protection. 
The right policy is to goma the aggressors, and teach them that 
the ll not violate the rights of American citizens with impunity. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Chairman, all day we have had attempts re- 
peated by various motions to reduce the Army. Although the com- 
mittee has adopted the motion of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
ScHLEICHER] amendments looking to a reduction have been offered 
time and again in violation of the spirit in which that was agreed 
to, and couched so as to defeat its purpose. I wish to say that Ihave 
not antagonized, or desired to antagonize, any effort of the Represent- 
atives from Texas to secure protection for their frontier; but I wish 
to call attention to the fact that the present attempt is to reduce the 
Army and at the same time to secure such protection in a manner 
that would leave other portions of the frontier without adequate 
defense. I am willing that the frontier of Texas shall be 2 
but if the other side of the Honse insist on reducing the yan 
sending the whole available force to the frontier of Texas they leave 
unprotected the frontier elsewhere for a thousand miles. 1 would 
have moved to strike out “Texas,” but I wished that frontier to 
have adequate protection, and to accomplish this I appeal to these 
gentlemen not to force others to an: ize this measure. 

I know that the question of defending the Texan border is a 17 
question, one which our Army at present is unable to handle. The 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] who has just spoken refers to 
Pores the Mexicans upon their own soil. Sir, the population of 

exico on that frontier is so debased that nothing but power can 
keep it in subjection or secure safety to our borders. In it we finda 
people who have not been and cannot be kept in subjection by the 

overnment of Mexico, weakened by political dissensions and perar 

yzed by imbecility. A population of mixed Indian and Spanish blood, 
a mixture which seems to have debased the original elements, it 
has neither the nobility of the Castilian nor the simple dignity of the 
Indian, and possesses all the vices of both and none of the virtues of 
either; a set of men who gamble for an occupation, are filthy, 
unwashed, unkempt, unregenerated; who wear ragged gaberdines, 
their uniform being a sombrero, a blanket, and a pair of spurs; who 
eat red-pepper pies and dark-compl bread; who are one day 
in the army, the next day robbers on the frontier, the next pronun- 
ciadores, (for a Mexican borderer when he wishes to steal anything 
pronounces for God and Liberty;) a set of men who curse the very 
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soil on which 3 ; a body of people so debased and loathsome 


that when they 
not eat them. 

Who shall say that this race governs the peony Het region over 
which it claims jurisdiction. The only Spauish quality that seems to 
have survived is Castilian pride and the theory that discovery is a 
better title than on. are our neighbors. The Rio 
Grande, as a permanent boundary, is not so well defined on the face 
of the country as the map. It changes its location almost as often as 
the freebooters on its banks, and those who have been professional 
robbers and murderers in their own country can scarcely consider it 
much of an enormity to carry it on in ours. 

Between the Rio Grande and the Neuces River there isa stretch of 
country which was once one of the richest cattle-producing ons to 
be found. Nearly two hundred years ago herds of cattle and horses 
were driven from that country to the first French settlements in 
Louisiana. To-day it is a bloody debatable ground, for many Mexi- 
cans who have forgotten the Mexican war and who never compre- 
hended the ink it belongs to them. It is a region harassed 
and robbed on all occasions. Its history the history of the 
old English and Scottish border. The only check to the work of 

lunder is the difficulty of finding a market for the booty; and mur- 

er isso common a thing that the only astonishing thing is a natural 
death. Iam willing to protect the people of Texas against that wild, 
nomadic, lawless, worse than barbarous population; but I appeal to 
the other side of the House not to reduce the Army to such an extent 
that the immense frontier of the West cannot also be defended. Re- 
member the helpless settlers subject to the incursions of the 
merciless 5 and do not deny to others the protection you seek. 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, it is very evident that the Honse de- 
sires to discuss further this feature of the bill. Itherefore move that 
the committee rise. 

- Mr. THROCKMORTON, I ask the gentleman to yield to me for a 
moment. 

Mr. ATKINS. I cannot refuse the gentleman’s request. I with- 
draw my motion. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Chairman, I regard this question of 
the reduction of the Army as one of vital interest to the country. I 
believe that it is a matter of economy to keep the Army at twenty-five 
thousand men, and I will give one or two reasons for that belief. At 
the time the Sioux war begun there was strife and warfare upon the 
Texas border—not merely upon a few hundred miles of it, but upon 
its whole extent, nearly two thousand miles. And notwithstanding 
the necessity for troops in that region of country, the cavalry and in- 
fantry had to be removed from Texas to the Sioux country; and the 
cost of transporting those troops amounted to almost as much as if the 
Army had been increased so as to allow a sufficient force upon that 
border and also in the Sioux country. 

In my judgment it would be more economical to keep the 2 at 
twenty-five thousand men than at twenty thousand, 3 when 
it is necessary to move troops from one scene of difficulty to another 
the cost of trans tion is immense. If troops were kept in the 
Sioux country to-day to protect that region against another incursion 
by the Indians, this large expense of transporting troops would not 
be incurred. It may be pleasant, Mr. Chairman, for gentlemen to 
talk about economy, but it is not pleasant to those of us who have 

aple suffering every day for the want of the protection we now ask. 

le this talk of a reduction of the Army and of economy is going 
on by gentlemen who have no constituency in danger, there are oth- 
ers of us whose ror are being murdered and whose property is 
being destroyed almost every day. In my judgment, it is true economy 
on our part to keep the Army at the standard sufficient to defend all 
portions of the country without transporting troops from one section 
to another in case of emergency. Look at our border from Canada 
to the Pacitic Ocean, from Canada down through the Sioux country 
and the Territories to the Rio Grande, and from the mouth of the 
Rio Grande to San Di and say whether there is not actual neces- 
org See military posts a company at each one of those posts and 
at intermediate points for the protection of our people. o ask no 
army so far as Texas is concerned, for the of acting as a 
police in that State orin other States. We nothing in the way of 
an inerease of the Army to coerce labor. The people of Texas, in 
.asking that the Army should be kept up to the standard of twenty- 
five thousand men, do not ask that it should be kept up merely for 
the 3 of coercing the laboring- men of the country. 

fr ere the hammer fell. 

r. ATKINS. I move that the committee rise. 
Mr. DUNNELL. I wish to ask whether there is any amendment 


ding. 

PThe CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] is pending. 

Mr. ATKINS’s motion was 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Cox, of New York, reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under 
consideration the Union generally and particularly the bill (H. R. 
No. 902) making 5 for the support of the Army for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other purposes, and had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move all debate on the pending paragraph be 


down to die, on the prairie even, the coyotes will 


closed in ten minutes after the consideration of the Army bill shall 
resumed in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
nion. 
Mr. BANNING. Say twenty minutes. 
Mr. ATKINS. I say twenty minutes. 
Mr. CONGER. I hope not upon the paragraph, but merely upon 


the amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes; upon the paragraph. 

Mr. CONGER. But there are other amendments to be offered, 

Mr. ATKINS. Thep. ph has been discussed very extensively. 

Mr. CONGER. Some portions of it have not been discussed at all, 
and I ask the gentleman to confine his motion closing debate to the 
amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. I cannot consent to that, as this paragraph or the 
spirit of it has been discussed nearly all day. 

Mr. Arkixs's motion was agreed to; and the debate in the Com- 
— of the Whole on the pending paragraph was limited to twenty 
minutes. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was to. 

Mr. FINLEY. I move that when the House adjourns to-day it 

ourn to meet on Monday next. 
he motion was disagreed to. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. HAZELTON, by unanimous consent, was granted leave of 
absence for fifteen days, on account of urgent business, 


MRS. MARY HACKLEY,. 


On motion of Mr. SLEMONS, by unanimons consent, leave was 
ted for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the peti- 
ion of Mrs. Mary Hackley, no adverse report haying been 
the case. 
JOHN FLETCHER, 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Indiana, by unanimons consent, leave 
was granted for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the 
papers in the case of John Fletcher, no adyerse report having been 
made upon it. 

WOLFF & BROWN. 


On motion of Mr.GLOVER, by unanimous consent, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the papers in the 
case of Wolff & Brown, no adverse report having been made upon it. 

MATILDA SHIELDS. 
On motion of Mr. GLOVER also, by unanimous consent, leave was 
8 for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the papers 
e of Matilda Shields, no adverse report having been made 
upon it. 
MRS. MARY DE ZERALOS, 

On motion of Mr. GLOVER also, by unanimous consent, leave was 
granted for the withdrawal of the papers in the case of Mrs, Mary De 
Zeralos, no adverse report having been made upon it. 

JOSEPHINE c. OWEN. 

Mr. PATTERSON, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1243) for the relief of Josephine C. Owen, postmaster at Ran- 
dole ew York; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES E. FAHNESTOCK. j 

Mr. BOYD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1244) for the relief of Charles E. Fahnestock; which was read a first 
and second, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 


printed. 
SAMUEL V. B. STRIDER, OHIO. 

Mr. DICKEY, by unanimons consent, introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 
1245) for the relief of Samuel V. B. Strider, of Chillicothe, Ohio; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE SAINT CROIX RIVER. 

Mr. HUMPHREY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1246) to appropriate money to improve the Saint Croix River, 
between Hudson, State of Wisconsin, and Saint Croix Falls, in said 
State; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER AT LA CROSSE. 

Mr. HUMPHREY also, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1247) to appropriate money to improve the ria 1 River, 
from the crossing at the Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul Rail- 
way Bridge, above the city of La Crosse, Wisconsin, to the mouth of 
Root River, below said city; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVIGATION LAWS, 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York, by unanimous consent, presented a 
tition in regard to the navigation laws from the National Board of 
e; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed, and also printed in the RECORD. 
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Tho paper is as follows: 
MEMORIAL. 


The memorial of the National Board of Trade to the honorable the Senate and 
Tlonse of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled respectfully 
represents that the National Board of Trade, having at its late annual meeting, in 
tho city of Milwaukee, had under its consideration the subject of the present de- 

re condition of the foreign shipping interests of the country, adopted the 
ollowing resolutions, to wit: 

“ ed, Thatin the judgment of the National Board of Trade the navigation 
laws of the United which forbid istration under the American to 
foreign-built vessels, pure and o by American citizens, have not only 
failed to yield the advantages expected from them to the American rap, naen 
class, for whose benefit they were enacted, but also have contributed to the serious 
decline and almost threatened extinction of the American ship-owning interests 
and to the ocean-carrying trade of the United States. 

“ Resolved, That the immediate repeal of these Jaws, by giving encouragement to 
American citizens to become ship-owners, and to engage in the foreign commerce 
of the country, would conduce also to the permanent prosperity of the ship-builders 


of the United States. 

“ Resolved, That the immediate of these laws would offer the best induce- 
ment which the Government could hold out at the present time to American citi- 
zens to enter into competition with the citizens of other countries for a p 
share of the vast steam traffic of the Atlantic Ocean, now carried on almost u- 
sively under other flags than our own.” 

These resolutions were, by vote of the board, directed to be laid before your 
honorable bodies as an expression of a body in large measure representing the 
commercial interests of the country, on a subject believed by it to be of the first 
importance in respect to the wel and prosperity of the whole le of the 
United States, and your honorable bodies are respectfully memorial! a to adopt, 
at an early day, legislation in harmony with the views therein expressed. 

nd your memorialists will ever pray, &. 
By order and on behalf of the N; Board of Trade. 
FREDERICK FRALEY, 
President, Philadelphia. 
CHARLES RANDOLPH, 
Secretary, Chicago. 
WASHINGTON, 1577. 


ELIAS D. BRUNER. 


Mr. TUCKER, by unanimous consent and by request, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1248) for the relief of Elias D. Bruner; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

And then, on motion of Mr, LUTTRELL, (at two minutes to four 
o'clock p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and ref as stated: 

By Mr. CAIN: The petition of the Protestant Episcopal church of 
the parish of Saint Michael, in the city of Charleston, South Carolina, 
that certain duties paid on their church bells be refunded—to the 
Committee of 8475 25 and Means. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: Papers relating to the claimof M. L. Broad- 
well for two horses lost while in the United States service—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of J. S. Frizell for property de- 
stroyed by United States a ANE the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Dr. William H. Curran, for pay for services 
rendered as assistant surgeon United States Army before his muster 
into service—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

1 Mr. CRAPO: The petition of George E. Saunders and 199 others, 
of Plymouth County, Massachusetts, that no unjust discrimination be 
made in fixing salaries of Government employés—to the Committee 
on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: Papers relating to the petition of C. 
N. Felton, assistant treasurer United States at San Francisco, Cali- 
fornig, to be reimbursed the amount paid by him on forged United 
States disbursing officers’ checks—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. FELTON: The 2 of citizens of Gordon County, Geor- 
gia, for the amendment of the laws so as to extend the time for filing 
war claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of citizens of Marion County, Mis- 
souri, for the repeal of the act demonetizing silver, the repeal of the 
resumption act, and maintaining the volume of legal-tender notes to 
at least $400,000,000 and making them a legal tender for all pur- 
poses—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of the letter-carriers of 

Hoboken, New Jersey, for an increase of their salaries—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
_ By Mr. HARTZELL: Papers relating to the claim of Hugh Worth- 
ington for pay for the steamer Eastport, captured by the confederate 
and afterward recaptured by the Federal forces—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. HEWITT, of New York: The petition of citizens of New 
York, in favor of accepting the invitation to take part in the Paris 
exposition of 1878—to the Committee on Foreign Afairs. 

y Mr. HUNTON: The petitions of George 8. Ayre, administrator ; 
James Baldwin, John W. Conrad, E. J. Conrad, Joseph Conrad, Philip 
Derry of Peter, Philip Derry, Lewis W. Derry; C. C. Gaver, adminis- 
trator; Emma R. Moore, PTSH: Isaac S. Myers, George Neer, John 
Nisewaner, Jonas Potts, and Eli Tavenner, for compensation for stock 
arne off by order of General Sheridan—to the Committee on War 


By Mr. JONES, of Now Hampshire: The petition of Mark H. Went- 
io 


worth, administrator, that 2 per cent. addi 
upon the judgments awarded by the commission of claims— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: Papers relating to the petition of Alonzo Sny- 
der for pay for amount expended by him in defending certain snits 
brought against him while an officer in the provost-marshal-general’s 
department in the twenty-fifth district of New York—to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

By Mr. MACKEY: The pran of citizens of Clinton County, 
Pennsylvania, for the repeal of the resumption act of January, 1875; 
the abolition of all laws authorizing the intervention of nation 
banks in furnishing the currency of the country; to make the notes 
issued by the Government a legal tender for debts, public and 
private; for the remonetization of silver and the taxation of the 
i aly and securities of the bondholders the same as the property 

f the laborer and mechanic—to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 


rency. 

By Mr. MARTIN: Papers relating to the claim of James Cummings 
for lumber and cordwood taken by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims, 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Sarah Wilson for relief—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Mrs. Sarah Wilson for services 
ronca to the United States by her late husband—to the Committee 
of Claims. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of Henry Bruner, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: Memorial of the National Board of Trade, for 
appropriations for light-houses, the removal of wrecks and obstruo- 
tions navigable rivers, and for the assertion of the right of the 
Government over all navigable waters of the country—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. POLLARD: Papers relating to the petition of Jackson 
Lovenburg, late postmaster at Unionville, Missouri, for relief—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of Amanda M. Cook, for compensa- 


mal interest be allowed 


‘tion for property destroyed by Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians—to 


the same committee. 

By Mr. RAINEY: The petition of Sarah Morrison, administratrix, 
for compensation for damages occasioned to the property of Christian 
B. Mo n by the firing of experimental guns by United States offi- 
cers from the battery near Fort Hamilton, New York—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petitions of M. N. Williams, 
F. A. Schriver, and Arnold Otto Meyer, that they be granted 2 per 
cent. additional interest on the judgments heretofore awarded by the 
court of commissioners on Alabama claims—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: Papers relating to the claim of E. H. 
Hoppe for services rendered and expenses incurred while special 
deputy United States marshal in arresting stage-robbers—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of the heirs of Ferdinand Cais, 
a citizen of France, that authority be conferred upon the Court of 
Claims to consider their clain—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Andrew Newman for pay for 
8 iat lost while in the United States service—to the Committee of 

ims, 

Also, papers pee to the claim of Mary E. Brackenridge—to the 
Committee on War Claims, 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Levi Wike, for 
a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

y Mr. THROCKMORTON: Papers relating to the claims of the 
heirs of Abel Lee, of John Jackson, and James M. Waid, for com- 
pensation for damages sustained by Indian depredations—to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of N. Bowen, J. W. Williams, and 
others, in behalf of the trustees of the Judson Female College, Hender- 
sonville, North Carolina—to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

“es Mr. WALSH: Papers relating to the claims of Thomas M. Mac- 
eubbin and James W. Anderson, for property taken by the United 
States Army—to the Committee on War Claims, 

Also, pápar relating to the petition of C. N. Walker, at 
Frostburgh, Maryland, to be reimbursed an amount of money burned 
in the mail-car while in transit—to the Committee of Claims. 


Also, pa relating to the petition of William Melndoe, post- 
master at Lonaconing, land, of similar import—to the same com- 
mittee. 


Also, papers relating to the claim of the administrator of Samuel 
T. Anderson, of Baltimore—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of George Hobbs, for a change of his army rec- 
ord—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the heirs of Nathaniel Heard, 
for pay for property destroyed by British soldiers during the Revolu- 
tion—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Lewis Roderick, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. ‘ 
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The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by Rey, DAVID WILLS, 
D. D., of Washington, District of Columbia. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


NANCY READ. 
Mr. PRICE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1249) 
ting a ion to Nancy Read, widow of John Read, a soldier of 
war of 1812; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT DAVENPORT, IOWA. 

Mr. PRICE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill(H. R. No. 
1250) appropriating money for the purchase of a site and the erection 
of a post- offlee and other Government offices in the city of Davenport, 
in the State of Iowa; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. PRICE. I ask that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

The SPEAKER. A bill giving the authority of law for the erection 
‘of a public building would go to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, but a bill making an appropriation for such a building 

properly to the Committee on Appropriations, 
y The bill was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 
STRENGTH OF THE ARMY. 


. Mr. BANNING. I ask unanimous consent to submit and to have 
adopted at this time the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and they are hereby, in- 
5 uire into— — f 
* % ta 


number of general, staff, field, and line officers, non-commissioned 
officers. musicians, artificers, w: FC 
branches of the Army on ths at day of July, tho Ist day of Sept , and the 
ist day of November, 1877, respectively, and where, how, and in what service such 
officers and men have been employed during the present fiscal year. 

2. The number and rank of officers on the retired list. 4 

3. The number and rank of all officers on the active list who are unassigned and 
the reason why they are so unassigned, the number and rank of officers on the 
active list ph ly unfit for the proper 3 of their duties by reason of 
age, d or other disability, and the number rank of all officers upon leave 
4 uring the present fiscal year, and the length of such leave in each 


case. 

4. Tho condition of affairs on the frontier of the State of Texas, the number and 

character of the troops in the De ent of Texas, the conduct of military oper- 

that t, if any, additional mili protection ought to 

le on that frontier against Indian and Mexican marauders. 

ion of all military headquarters, forts, and posts, the 
annual cost of maintaining each of and tho necessity therefor. 


i 


6. The practicability and Spet st yedocing, consolidating, or otherwise 
eee Se ee on of Army with a view to promoting its effi- 
ciency and reducing its cost. 


And the committee is authorized to send for persons and and report 
by bill or otherwise. 8 . 

Mr. CON GER. I object to the last clause of the resolution. 

Mr, BANNING. What part of the last clause? 
> Mr. CONGER. I object-to the clause which authorizes the commit- 

tee to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. BANNING. Do you not want the committee to be informed ? 
` Mr. CONGER. I want the information, but it can be obtained with- 
-out that clause, 

Mr. BANNING. I would like the gentleman to tell me how. 

Mr. CONGER. Iwill be glad to tell the gentleman at leisure. We 
have not time to discuss it now. 

Mr. BANNING. If the House will indulge me for one minute I desire 
to say that we were told yesterday that the Committce on Military 
‘Affairs should inquire into this matter and make a full report, and I 
am very sorry to see my friend now objecting to giving us the oppor- 
tunity. I hope he will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. CONGER. The information is in the Department and can be 
‘obtained from it. If this is a committee of investigation let it ap- 
pear 80. 

- Mr. BANNING. Let me say to the gentleman from Michigan that 

-this resolution does not go back beyond the present fiscal year. lt 

does not go back into old matters. There is no disposition on the 

pert of myself nor, I think, on the part of the committee to go back 
to anything of that kind. The object is merely to obtain a full 

„ of the condition of the Army, that we may act intelli- 
ntly. 

Mr CONGER, If the committee find that they fail to get the 
— information without compulsory powers they can then ask 
for them. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan therefore suggests 
that the latter clause be stricken out? 1973 
Ar. BANNING. ‘The po nd f a ? 
r. ING. e power to se or an Ts 

Mr. CONGER. Yes, oe ESE rai 
Mr. BANNING. The committee can without the resolution obtain 

almost all that is asked for if that is stricken out. 

Mr. CONGER. I suppose so, 

Mr. BANNING. Then why does the gentleman object to this? Is 
there anything we ought not to find out? 


Mr. CON GER. I think the country is satisfied with the great range 
of investigation of last Con and I believe we had better a tend 
to the business requiring action in this extra session. Let us pay 
what Army we have, before we go on with these further inquiries, 

Mr. BANNING. The gentleman himself told us yesterday that we 
had a most ridiculous rg 

Mr. CONGER. No, sir; I did not make that remark. . 

Mr. BANNING. The gentleman said so in his speech, and I think 
it will be found so reported. He used the word ridiculous in refer- 
ence to the Army organization. That is the fact, and I hope that now 
it will not stand in the way of putting that organization in a good 
and useful shape, 

Mr. BANKS. It appears to me that the universal custom is, except 


where some t crime or fraud is alleged, that a committee does 
not ask for the privilege of sending for persons and papers until 
some information is refused; and then the House never hesitates to 


2 it. It any information the gentleman from Ohio should want 
should be refused by anybody, undoubtedly the House, on considera- 
tion of the facts, would grant the power to send for persons and 
papers; but it would be an unwise thing for the House to grant, 
for the mere arpon of ordinary inquiry, this privilege on every 
question that should be presented to the House, 

Mr. BANNING. Then I ask that the resolution be adopted, omit- 
ting that portion of it to which the gentleman from Michi (Mr. 
CONGER] objects. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I ask that the resolution be read as modified. 

The Clerk read the resolution as modified. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let it lie over until we have a regular report 
from the committee; I object to it. 


ADELIA vox. 

Mr. BROWNE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill R. No. 
1251) granting a e to Adelia Vogle, mother of Nicholas Vogle, 
late a private in Company G, One hundred and first Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second time, 
Sry to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
prin 

JAMES WEIR GRAYDEN. 

Mr. BROWNE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1252) to authorize the President of the United States to place 
the name of James Weir Grayden, of the United States Navy, on the 
lieutenant’s list in such a place as to make his date and rank corre- 

md with the date of his enlistment in the volunteer Army of the 
nited States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CHOCTAW CLAIMS, 

Mr. HOOKER, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial of the 
Choctaw Nation, asking for the settlement of their claims; which 
was read, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PRESENTATION OF A MEMORIAL. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I ask unanimous consent to present the petition 
of 5,500 farmers of Missouri and Illinois, that it may be referred to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency and printed in the RECORD., 

Mr. ATKINS. I object to printing it in the RECORD. 

Mr. FOSTER. Let it go into the petition box. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Does the gentleman object to the introduction or 
to the Lehr in the Recorp? 
aa STE Let it be presented in the regular way under the 

e. 


Mr. BANKS. Will the tleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] with- 
draw his vag and yield to me for a moment ? 

Mr. FOSTER. Certainly. 

Mr. BANKS. There is objection to printing papers of this charac- 
ter in the RECORD, based upon the fact that the RECORD extends 
now from ten to twelve or fourteen volumes every session of Con- 
gress, and in those fourteen volumes there is not the slightest indi- 
cation of an index, and no man who possesses them, unless he has by 
him the index ted in a separate volume, can find any clue of the 
votes or action of the House. This is fatal to its use, and by placing 
these things in the RECORD we make it so cumbersome as to be en- 
tirely useless. 

ae SPEAKER. Objection being made the petition is not re- 
ceived. 

’ R. G. PETERSON. 

Mr. FINLEY, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1253) granting a pension to R. G. Peterson, of Ohio; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS. I call for the regular order of business. 

I move that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union for the p of further considering the 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making sug cay for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other purposes, 

The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cox, of New York, in the Chair.) 
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The pending paragraph was as follows: 


For purchase of horses forthe cavalry and artillery, and for the Indian scouts, 
and for sach i as may be mounted, $200,000. “Provided, That cavalry reci: 
ments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, and kept as nearly 
as blo at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry shall be employed 
in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontiers of Texas. 


And the pending question was upon the motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, 

to add the following thereto: 
nd provided further, That by the recruiting of the cavalry regiments to one 
c 

e scou! on 
Army rolls 2 ist day of November, 1877. 

Mr. FOSTER obtained the floor, but yielded to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. BANKs.] 

Mr. BANKS. Itisnot my wish, Mr. Chairman, to extend this debate 
unnecessarily nor defer for any length of time the decision of the 
committee, but there is one fact, or rather a series of facts, to which 
I desire to call attention which is of some importance in the decision 
of the question before us. 

Much has been said on one side and the other side of the House 
in regard to this strait in which the officers of the Army have been 

laced by the failure of the Army appropriation bill last session.’ I 

o not wish to raise the question of responsibility for that failure; 
but only to press upon the attention of the House the necessity for 
immediate relief. It is within my own knowledge that officers of the 
Army havo suffered very great inconvenience and loss, and certainly 
many members of Con will know what embarrassment, if not 
distress, would be imposed upon them if their pay was suddenly with- 
held for nearly a year, and, situated as the officers of the Army now 
are, they have an indisputable title to immediate relief. 

But it is to consider the condition of the rank and file of 
the Army as well as that of the staff, and, with the distress of both 
officers and men, the disability of the Army on the frontier to protect 
its settlers, punish its enemies, and protect its honor. 

Not having satisfactory 27 information upon this subject 
from my own observation, I wish to read a letter which I have just 
received from a lady resident in my own section of the country, who, 
having a relative in the Army, has visited several of its camps on the 
frontier, and from her own careful observations, made in the presence 
of the troops and in the immediate neighborhood of the Indians, 
knows their situation, and whose statements I think I can vouch for 
upon my own personal responsibility as being entirely worthy of our 
consideration: Ifthe committee will pardon me I will read it, use 
it deserves the attention of members of the committee. The writer 
is not a camp: follower, a lator, or a partisan, but a patriotic 
woman, whose love for her children and their country led herto brave 
the hardships of frontier life and the perils of Indian wars, to minis- 
ter to the sufferings of her own offspring and to encourage and succor 


the defenders of the country. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., November 8, 1877. 


Dear Sm: I am a stranger to you, but I venture to approach you on the knowl- 
edge that you once knew my husband, and I think at the Sime yen mete 1p tbh 
Legislature there was quite a friendship existing between you. is must be my 
to you. As the Army debate is before the House and I know 
I venture to cite a few of the facta and incidents which came 

ore my eye on a recent visit to the frontier this past summer. 

It is hard, but nevertheless truo, that our members of Congress judge of our Army 
by the staff in our large cities. This part of our Army is but the flowery side—the 

lining to the clouds—and but few men are fortunate enough to get in such 


tions. 

It is of the men on the far frontier of whom I write; men who have not seen a 
pre. bp beng To show to what straits these men are put I cite an instance of a 
fort eighty miles from where Iwas. Last fall there was a force of cavalry and 
infantry there and fifteen hundred Indians near. Tore-enforce another fort which 
was i 


excuse for writi 
on are its frien 


massacre, All had gone at 
the word of command to the point of danger, and to risk their lives if need be, were 
at the mercy of these Indians. 

It is a noted fact that no English insurance office or company will insure the 
lives of any of our officers now. In times past they often did; t but now say 


our Government risks the lives of their too much, and utterly to in- 
sure them, At the fort where I was the cannon bad been taken a four or five 
months before I came, and a promise that more would be sent in r stead; but 


none ever came, and had the Indians known the defenseless condition the fort 
was in they could have taken it any day and murdered every soul there. These 
few facts are but an example of the many constantly occurring, and I never 
saw a more uncomplaining set of men. I Sheard no murmuring, but all are ready 


to d dan; A 
Lok Niweke to 25 ay rr, They 2 —— this 2 caret the service, 
force of Indians, which is constantly being done. 

If you see fit you can show this letter to any one with whom you think it would 
have any effect; and beging pardon for thus occupying so much of your valuable 
time—and my excuse is my warmth of feeling for the Army from what I have been 
an eye-witness to—I am, with respect, very ly, yours. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CONGER. I think the order of the House was that twenty 
minutes should be allowed for discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Twenty minutes is the limit of debate. 

Mr. CONGER. Has the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
1 occupied ten minutes? 
. The HAIRMAN. The gentlemen has oceupied five minutes. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I will take the floor and yield to the gentle- 

man from Massachusetts. 


Mr. BANKS. Ido not wish to further upon the attention 
of the committee than to say that I know the writer of this letter 
and her family very well, and I believe it will be admitted that 
her narration of what she saw will be accepted as a truthful state- 
ment of the condition of our Army. Is it true thas the officers and 
men of our Army are left in small numbers, sometimes less than a 
score, in the presence of large bodies of Indians, their cannon taken 
away, their men transported fifty or a hundred miles distant to de- 
fend other points no more defenseless than those they leave? Is it 
true that their wives and children are left behind wi h the small gar- 
risons they abandon perfectly defenseless? If the Indians knew the 
actual condition of our Army, it is said by this writer, their small 
number of men, the want of artillery in the forts, the scarcity of 
food, the ex condition in which they and their families are, at 
almost any time the Indians could have taken the forts and captured 
and massacred their garrisons. These are the facts that ap to us 
for the immediate of the bill reported by the committee, and 
for increased liberatity in its provisions for arms, rations, and men, 
as well as for the stipulated pay due to officers and soldiers. There 
is too little known of the actual and suffering condition of the Army 
on the frontier. We are prone to form our judgment as to the con- 
dition of the Army from the position of officers and privates when 
on leave or in garrison in the lange cities; but, as the writer of the 
letter I have read has said, these are few in number and form no basis 
upon which we can estimate the suffering and peril of the Army on the 
frontier. We waste more money in a single week’s debate than 
would supply their necessities for a year and enable them to bring 
the war to a victorious termination. 

I would not have read this letter—I do not remember that I ever, 
in the way of argument, read in this House or in Committee of the 
Whole a letter addressed to myself—but this letter comes from a 
person whose statements are so modestly and carefully presented, 
and are so completely and entirely enforced by other facts within 
our own knowledge, that I think they will have weight upon this 
committee and lead both the committee and the House to give to 
the Army on the frontier of our country such support in the way of 
men, arms, and rations for themselves, and if necessary for the In- 
dians that are in their keeping, as will at least enable them to de- 


fend their own positions, if not to conquer their savage opponents. 
Mr. CR EN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
quest ion! 


Mr. BANKS. Certainly. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the gentleman state how many soldiers 
there are now stationed in the city of Washington? 

Mr. BANKS. I have not the slightest information upon that sub- 
ject, nor do I think it important with regard to a proper understand- 

ng of the question upon which I am speaking. I am speaking of 
the soldiers of the United States on the frontier of the Republic, sent 
there by the Government under the laws of Con who are com- 
MENASI, to defend our forts, and are by our inaction deprived of can- 
non and men, and even of food; who are deprived by the inaction of 
Con of that which is necessary to enable them to perform their 
duty, whereby their lives are uselessly and criminally Sapone 

In re to the administration of the affairs of the War Depart- 
ment, if the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] desires to 
institute an inquiry I will support him with all my heart, and if 
there be found any laxity, neglect, or wrong in that administration 
I will go with him to censure whoever has been guilty. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The gentleman will pardon me for interrupt- 
ing him again, but as he is so candid I will state tbat I have learned 
that there are here in the city of Washington at this time two full 
regiments. Now, would it not be better to remove those regiments 
from tbis city, where they are doing no good whatever, and thus to 
that extent increase our army on the frontier ? 

Mr. BANKS, Why should not the honorable gentleman from Mis- 
souri move as an amendment to this bill that these regiments, if there 
be such, shall be sent from Washington to defend the frontier? 
That would be a reliefto our soldiers; it would tend to give support 
and encou ment to the brave men who are now defending the 
interests of the Government there. But while these regiments are 
here and while no word has been spoken in Congress against their 
88 until this moment, we ourselves by unnecessary delay are 

epriving the Army on the frontier of those means for the preserva- 
tion of their lives and the defense of the country which they have a 
right to demand. We leave them without pay, withont suppo 
without arms, without artillery, without food; and yet we comman 
them to defend the flag of this country! 
Hers the hammer fell. ] 

r. CRITTENDEN. I would like to ask the gentleman a question 
before he sits down, because I know he understands these matters so 
fully. Have not the President and the Commanding General the 

wor to remove these troops from here and send them to the 

e 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairman, the President will answer that in- 
quiry. My understanding, from what has been said in these debates 
and heretofore, is that we have withheld from the President the 
money necessary to transport these troops ; that if they were called 
for upon the frontier and if the President desired to send them there 
there is no money in the Treasury which he can apply to that pur- 
pose, and that the responsibility for this deficiency is ours and not his. 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN.- Then we had better give him the money and 
not provide for more troops. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
there were—ayes 114, noes 152. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, called for tellers. i 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CRITTENDEN and Mr. BANKS were 


appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 104, noes 
117. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, I received this morning, as chairman 
of the Committee on 8 a dispatch from cho Adjutant- 
General, which I ask the Clerk to read: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Howse or Represestatives, UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. O., November 10, 1877. 
. J. D. C. A 
[From War n Wees J. D 7 — . on Appro- 


In r speech on Thursday, the 8th instant, in the RECORD of this 
mo , you cite the communication of October , from the Secretary of War, 
giving the number of t at 21,363, and then added that a dispatch was addressed 
yesterday to the Adjutan' eral, requesting more definite information, to which 
no reply ned been given. I ys say that I telegraphed you on November 7 that 
the number was 21,902, and that it was an increase, since thè communication from 
the Secre of October 30, of 539. This of course would mako, including 400 in 
the Signal Corps, mentioned in the communication of October 30, 22,302. You will 
— 9 — that the 8 are only estimates, most of the returns from 
— y A informs a tole of tse NE ene Bel 1585 me 

me my telegram was duly sent to you. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant-General. 


Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, Iam no more able than the Adju- 
tant-General to account for the r of that dispatch. It was 
not received by myself or any member of the Committee on Appro- 
priations, or any clerk connected with the committee; nor is there 
any impression of such a dispatch in the impression book of the tele- 
graphic operator in this Capitol. No such dispatch, then, was received 

re, 


Now I want to call attention toone point: The Adjutant-General 
now asserts that there are nearly twenty-two thousand enlisted men 
upon the rolls, although when before the Committee on Appropria- 
tions he agreed with the General of the Army that there were not 
over twenty thousand men, as has been repeatedly asserted on this 
floor. I wish to call attention also to the admission in that telegram 
that since the committee began the draft of this bill the Army has 
been increased to the extent of more than five hundred men, and that, 
too, without authority of law and without one dollar of appropria- 
tion for the recruiting of those men. We are now called upon to 
swell the gate of this oppropriation bill, because since we began 
the draft of tbe bill in the Committee on 8 the . 
ment has been swelling the number of troops in the Army without 
authority of law and withont any appropriation to pay for recruiting 
them. ving made that statement, I wish to make no further com- 
ment upon it; it bears its own comment. 

Mr. CLYMER. I wish to ask the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations a question for the farther elucidation of this matter. 
In regard to the Army having been d to twenty thousand 
men, was not the reason given that there were no funds appropriated 
for recruiting and that the Department could not, under law, 
add to the force in that way! 

Mr. ATKINS. Of eourse, that was the statement. 

Mr. FOSTER rose. 

Mr. ATKINS. I yield four minutes to the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Bannina.] 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. BANNING. The gentleman from Tennessee has yielded to me 
four minutes, and I want to oceupy the time. 

Mr. FOSTER. I think that a reply ought to be made to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee at once. 

Mr. BANNING. I need all my time. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will give the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] 

an opportunity to reply. 
The CHAIRMAN, twenty minutes limited by the House for 
debate upon this paragra h is exhausted, and no unanimous consent 
in Committee of the Whole can prolong the time. To make any such 
extension it will be necessary for the committee to rise. 

Mr. FOSTER. How does it happen that the chairman of the com- 
mittee got ten minutes? 

Mr. ATKINS. I did not occupy the whole time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman only occupied five minutes. 

Mr. FOSTER. I thought debate had closed. 

Mr. ATKINS. It has not closed. The otherside occupied the floor 
for ten minutes, 

Mr. FOSTER. The debate closed when the vote was taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. Another amendment was offered. 

Mr. FOSTER, What amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair understood a formal amendment was 
offered, us usual. 

Mr. FOSTER, I have the right, then, to reply to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. ATKINS. Let us understand this. The other side occupied 
ten of the twenty minutes. This side has not occupied its ten min- 


utes et. I am willing the little time I occupied, although I 
po ised it all away, shall come out of the ten minutes. Ido not 

ow how many minutes I did oop a0 more than two—and I 
yield four minutes to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. BANNING, ] and 
then will yield two minutes to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. FOSTER, I 
and afterward two minutes to the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. CUL- 
BERSON. 

The C Neither the Chair nor the committee has the 
power to prolong debate. 

Mr. TER. But I wish to defend the General of the Army and | 
the Adjutant-General from the very unfair criticism of the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. ATKINS, I have only stated the truth, and if that is unfair I 
cannot help it. 

Mr. FOSTER. It is unfair. 

Mr. ATKINS. I have only stated the truth, and no man dare gain- 
say that I have not. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the tleman from Ohio wishes to extend 
the time he knows the mode by which it can be done, 

Mr. FOSTER. I do not understand this thing. The debate closed 
when the vote was taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. But another motion was made, 

we FOSTER. No other amendment was ‘made since, as I under- 
8 it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the usual formal amend- 
ment was made. 

Mr. FOSTER. Have I not a right, then, to make a pro forma amend- 
ment myself, if the chairman had such a right ! 

The CHAIRMAN, Not on this paragraph. 

Mr. CLYMER. I rise to a point of order, and it is this: Yesterday, 
by ner of the House, the debate in committee was limited to twenty 
minn 

Mr. FOSTER. And debate was closed when the vote was taken. 

Mr. CLYMER, So I thought. Then the only way is to move to 
go into the House for the purpose of extending the débate on this 


paragraph in the committee, 
The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Ohio will understand that 


w * portion of the twenty minutes was occupied by his side of 
e House. 

Mr. FOSTER. Now allow me to make a suggestion. Let the read- 
ing go o aud let pro forma amendments be made on the succeeding 


paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the rule, anyhow. 

Mr. BANNING. I wish to offer an amendment to this paragraph. 

The Clerk e rr with the reading of the bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. Lobject to proceeding to the next paragraph until 
we have nee of the one under consideration. 

The C RMAN. The Chair was not aware the Clerk was pro- 
ceeding to read the next paragraph. The pending paragraph was 
still open to amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER. Withont debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. Withont debate, of course. 

Mr. ATKINS. We have been cheated out of our portion of the 
time on this side. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. BANNING. believe I have the floor to offer an amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. The remark of the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations that they had been cheated out of their time is not 
courteons to this side of the House. [Langhter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules it out of order. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CONGER. But perhaps it was more discourteous to the Chair 
than to this side. Ans Chalk 

The CHAIRMAN. The C supposed the gentleman only used it 
as a playful remark. 


Mr. ATKINS. I intended nothing by it to reflect on the other 
side or on the Chair. It was simply a pleasantry. 

Mr. BANNING. I appeal to the gent men on the other side, and 
particularly to my colleague from Ohio, that I may be permitted to 
offer my amendment. By the amendment of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER, ] which was adopted, we have already pro- 
vided in reference to the cavalry. I therefore move to strike out 
lines 103, 104, 105, 106, and 107, and if there be no objection I will 
give my reasons for it. Strike out these words : 

Provided, That csvalry regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each 
company, and kept as nearly as practicable at that number; and a sufficient force 
of cavalry shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontiers of 


Mr. FOSTER. I do not think it requires any debate, as those lines 
should be stricken out. 

Mr. BANNING. Then, if there be unanimous consent, I will offer 
that amendment and give my reasons for it. 

The CHAIRMAN, bate being closed by order of the House, it 
is not in order, even by unanimous consent, for the committee to pro- 
long the debate. 

. MILLS. Is it in order to move the committee rise for the pur- 
pose of going into the House to further extend the debate to twenty 
minutes: ten minutes for that side of the House, and ten minutes 
on this for my colleague, [Mr. CULBERSON ?] 

oni BANNING. L yield to the gentleman from Texas to make the, 
motion. 

The question being taken on the motion that the committee rise 
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for we purpose of having the time for debate extended, it was not 
agreed to. 

Tho CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. BANNING. ]} 

Mr. BANNING. Mr. Chairman 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is notin order. 

Mr. BANNING. I wish to understand if we have passed the para- 


graph. 
The CHAIRMAN. No, sir; the p h is now ding. 
a t be pol Ri i 


Mr. BANNING. I ask that my amen 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I offer as a substitute for the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio the following: 

72000 00 “provided " as follows: 

That a force of four cavalry regiments shall be recruited to one hundred men in 
each company, and the same be employed in the defense-of the Mexican and 
Indian fron of Texas. 

Mr. ATKINS. Lofer as an amendment to the substitute what I 
seud to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: i 

Provi That the whole number shall not exceed twenty thousand enlisted men, 
including Indian scouts and hospital stewarda. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the gentleman from Texas will accept that 
amendment. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I cannot accept it now. Let it be again re- 

‘The amendment of Mr. ATKINS was again read. 

Mr. FOSTER. I ask that the substitute of the gentleman from 
Texas be read. ; 

The substitute offered by Mr. CULBERSON was again read. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. ATKINS to the 
substitute, there were—ayes 119, noes 127. 

Mr, ATKINS. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. ATKINS and Mr. CONGER were ap- 


pointed, 

. again divided; and the tellers reported —ayes 112, 
noes 

So the amendment was not to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on the substitnte offered by 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. CULBERSON] for the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. BANNING. 

Mr. CLYMER, I offer as a substitute for the pending proposition 
what I send to the desk. 

Mr. CONGER. There is a substitute already pending. 

— 8 4 aap as aa 8 b 2 5 8 pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Texas, an e Cler: read it. 

The Clerk 5 as follows: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained 

Mr. SAMPSON. Mr, Chairman, is that in order? There are now 
two amendments 13 

The CHAIRMAN. Thero is now pending a substitute offered by 
the gentleman from Texas for tho amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio. It is in order to amend that substitute. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Let us know what the amendment is, 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk was about to read it. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall anthorize the recruiting the num- 


bee of men on the Aer 10 — diag Indian scouts 5 m eee 
enty thousand, of whom cavalry regiments s service on 
the Mexican frontier in Texas. 10 


Mr. GARFIELD. I make the point of order on that amendment 
that it is out of order to interfere with the President’s constitutional 
right to command the ae to transfer it to Con by an amend- 
ment in Committee of the Whole, as is done in this amendment. An 
amendment stationing four regiments of cavalry by an act of Con- 

is out of order. 

Mr. CLYMER. We were taught that practice by your side some 


time ago. 

The Ol HAIRMAN. The objection made by the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. GARFIELD] to the merit of the proposition. It is not pro 
erly a question of order. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Several members called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Foster and Mr, CLYMER were ap- 


pointed. 
The committee divided ; and the —ayes 114, u 

So the amendment was er Fee 
RMAN. The question now recurs on the substitute of 
the gentleman from Texas, as amended. 

Several members called for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the count is so close, the Chair will order 


tellers. 

Mr. FOSTER. Let the substitute, as amended, be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Btrik ap tgnan anak follows 

8 four cavalry pA —.—— shall be recruited to one hundred men 
in each company, and the same shall bo empl of th 
Indian — — £ Texas: Provided, 


The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr.CLYMER] 
and ee gentleman from Ohio [ Mr, Foster] will resume their places 
as tellers. 

The committee divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 121, noes 114, 

So the substitute, as amended, was ny 0 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following 


paragraph : 
transportation of the Army, inclndin í 
land or water; of chin — 


harness, and the purchase and re of carts, and drays, and of ships and 
— and apes aired for t pans 


for garrison purposes; for dra; — U — . — at 5 a wl 
or ; yago an o so ta 

teamsters ; — eee of funds for the pay and other disbarsing departments; 
theexpense of ing public transports on the various rivers, the Gulf of Moxico, 
and the A: tie an o; for procuring water at such posts as, from their situ- 
ation, - g and for ro- 


uire it to be brought from a distance; and for clearin: 
moving obstructions from roads, harbors, and rivers, to the extent which may be 
required for the actual operations of the troops in the field, $4,200,009, 


Mr. WALKER. I offer the following amendment: 

Add to the ust read the following 

— ‘That no Pha or naval officer, or other person N in the civil, 
B 


n the United States, shall order, keop, or have 
under his authority or control any troops or armed men at or near the where 
any general or special election is held in any Stato, either on the day of such oleo- 
tion or for ten days prior or subsequent thereto, unless it be necessary to the 
armed enemies of the United States; and any person walling any of tho provis- 
ions of this shall be fined not more $5,000 and su: 


hard labor not less than five years, and be deprived 1 holding — 
r not less ve an trom an; 
honor, p; ofit, or trust under the United States, z: 


Mr. GARFIELD. I make the point of order on that amendment 
that it is general OPEB es Symes law in the appro- 
Haaght bill—and that it is not in interest of retrenchment, 


„ The Chair sustains the point of order. The 
amendment evidently changes existing law. 

Mr. WALKER. hat is the ruling of the Chair? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustain the point of order that this 
amendment changes existing law. 

Mr. WALKER. This point of order has been decided before, and 
there gre precedents of its being in order, 

The CHAIRMAN. Not in the matter of trans: tion. 

Mr. WALKER. It does not change existing law; it merely adds 
to it. (Laughter. 

The CHAIR The Chair would also rule that is not in order 
to offer a pone bill as an amendment to an appropriation bill. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to strike out the last word, and do it for 
the pu of replying to what, I 7 yrs again, was an unfair attack 
of the chairman of the Committees o Appropriations on the General 
of the Army. I regret exceedingly, Mr. Chairman, that tho chairman 
of our committee should have felt called upon in such violent tem- 

r, to say the least of it, to make this attack. The Gencral of tho 

rmy, as [ understand it and I believe it to be the fact, did not pre- 
tend to give us the actual number of enlisted men in the Army. He 
said that it was his opinion that there were about twenty thousand 
men inthe Army. I did not understand the Adjntant-General of the 
Army to give an opinion asto the number; he did furnish ns with an 
estimate showing that on the 15th of October there were some twenty- 
two thousand enlisted men in the Army, and believed that there bad 
been a pretty large reduction from casualties and from other causes 
from that time to the present. 

In the telegram which I hold in my hand and which was read by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ATKINS, ] the Adjutant-General 

these words: 

You will understand that the fi von are of the ro- 
turns from the Army being not of the C av 

The General of the Army and the Adjutant-General, I think— 
at least that is my recollection—did not pretend to give the actual 
number; but they stated that they believed the reduction would 
amount to some two thousand men from the date of the last ro- 
turns nutil the time when they met us in the committee. There- 
fore, I think that the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
was unfair in his criticisms and in his attack, if it may be so char- 
peerage, and I do characterize it as such, on the General of the 


Army and the Adjutant-General asto their unwarranted uses of money 
for penea iting. I do not understand either the General of the Army 
or t 


roe dakar elon ee to make the statement that they were not 
authorized and permitted to recruit; but they had no appropriation, 
and they stated that there was no money to do the recruiting with. 

Mr. CLYMER. If they had no money, how was the Army increased ? 

Mr. FOSTER, How could the Army have been run at all, if they 
had no money for that purpose; and yet they have run it? 

Mr. CLYMER. If the President had called Congress together ear- 
lier there would have been no difficulty about the matter. 

Mr. FOSTER. But the Army has ben run. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, And it isa matter for fature explanation how 
it has been ran. 

Mr. FOSTER. It has been run, has it not? 
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Mr. BLACKBURN. It has been rnn without law. 

Mr. FOSTER. All right; we will be glad to have you show how 
it could have been avoided. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. We will show you. 

Mr. FOSTER. It will be ashowing that the conntry will be sick of. 

Mr. ATKINS, Mr. Chairman, I beg to say to the House and to my 
colleagne on the committee [Mr. FOSTER] that if I have exhibited vio- 
lent temper I was not aware of it. I have a very earnest manner of 
speaking when I speak at all. I never speak anything that I do not 
believe to be trne, and conseqnently I throw earnestness into it. I 
am not the least excited at this moment; I was not the least excited 
when I made the statement to the House; butin order to speak above 
the confusion prevailing in the House I was necessarily compelled to 
raise my voice almost to the highest pitch, and I did so. 

So far as any attack on the General of the Army, or upon the Adjn- 
tant-General, is concerned, I want to say that I confined my remarks 
wirhin the scope of the telegram received this morning and the state- 
ment made the other day before the Committee on Appropriations, 
and I will leave the matter to every member of the Committee on 
Appropriations to state whether or not I stated the facts on the day 
before yesterday, because I repeat that the General of the Army said 
that there were less than twenty thousand enlisted men in the Army 
and the Adjutant-General concurred in that opinion and stated that 
the decrease had been brought about by desertion and other casual- 
ties. A friend near me reminds me that he stated that desertions 
were increasing. I simply want to state that there was an admission 
in the tele that since this bill has commenced to be matured in 
the Committee on Appropriations the Army has been increased five 
hundred and thirty-nine men. 

Mr. FOSTER. Since the last report! 

Mr. ATKINS. Why, sir, if I remember correctly the contents of 
that telegram it uses the words “since the telegram of the Secretary 
of the 39th of October.” 

Mr. FOSTER. The telegram will show. 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, the telegram will show. I made no attack on 
the General of the Army, unless it was an attack for me to say that 
ho said the Army was less than twenty thousand men. I made noat- 
tack on the Adjutant-General of the Army, unless it wasan attack to 
say that he concurred in the statement oF the General of the Army. 
I am the last man to make an unwarranted attack or an unjustifiable 
assertion with regard to high officials. I have never done so upon 
this floor, and I hope never to do so. That is not all. When I com- 
mit an error, I hope I have the manliness to admit it. But in this 
case I have not treated these officers unfairly, nor have I exhibited 
any violent temper. I expect my friend from Ohio [Mr. FOSTER ] is 
madder now a great deal than I am. [Langhter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will direct the Clerk to read Rule 48, 
seton upon the rukug of the Chair upon the point of order made 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia. The Chair 
will have the rule read at this time, so thatit may appear in the REC- 


ORD. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


No motion or 3 on a subject different from that under consideration shall 
nase ser om er 3 No 8 n time, be 
amen! nerin corporati an, 

tion ponding before the House, = * 

Mr. FOSTER, I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, I renew it, and my purpose in doing so is to take 
advantage of this opportunity to ask the House whether a proposition 
that was introdu bere many years ago by a distinguished gevtle- 
man from Ohio, Mr. Pendleton, does not seem to be a thing which 
would have saved us a world of trouble during the past two days. It 
was simply that the heads of the Departments, when matter pertain- 
ing tot Departments were under consideration, should have the 
right to seats iu front of the Clerk’s desk and have an opportunity 
to give us frum their portfolios authentic official information with 
regard to the matters upon which we would have to act. Had that 
been the case now, instead of disputing whether somebody had heard 
the Adjntant-General of the Army say something on one side of the 
door, and somebody else had heard him say another thing within the 
door, we should have had a dignified, proper, indisputable statement 
aches official facts, which I think would have saved two days of 

ebate. 

It seems to me that everything that has been said here upon this 
subject has been simply because we have been doing that which, 
with due deference to the House, I must say I think a large por- 
tion of the intelligent people of this country have been langhing at 
for years. We have been asking for hearsay statements, for vagus 
opinions of high officers in the Army, officers who have had nothing 
to do with the custody of the statistics or records, And all this time 
we have had it in our porer by a simple resolution, entirely within 
the Constitution, as Mr. Pendleton showed, to have the authentic fi 
given without any dispute as to what anybody meant or thought. 

1 sincerely hope that this opportunity may not improperly be im- 
pores by calling attention to the advantage which might accrue 

y requiring the Secretary of War, for instance, under such circum- 
stances, to be here to answer such inquiries as might be put to him 
by the chairman or the Speaker, as the House may direct. Had the 
gentleman now at the head of the War Department been asked what 
was the number of the Army, would there have been any dispute as 
to whether there was twenty thousand men or twenty-two thousand 


or resolu- 


in the Army? If he were here this morning and was asked if he had 
recruited any men for the Army, and, if so, how he pbtained the money 
for the purpose, would there have been any doubt about the matter? 
I insist upon it that our method of getting at facts apponi to me 


something like child’s play, when it might have been dignified und 
satisfactory. 

Mr. COX, of New York. My namesake from Ohio has revived an 
old proposition which at one time I had the honor to defeat; it got 
but three votes in this House after a long and interesting discussion. 
Now, for fear that “Mr. Cox, of Ohio,” may be mistaken for “Mr. 
Cox” from somewhere else, and as I notice I was very much vitn- 
perated in a Cincinnati republican paper for offering a 1 measure 
and making an admirable speech in its support, which my honorable 
friend and namesake himself made, and as the New York Evenin 
Post has attribnted to my humble self all the gentleman’s rare skil 
in finance and far-reaching understanding of such recondite topics, 
I feel a little reluctant to bave auy remarks from my namesake like 
those just made go out, unless the honorable gentleman and myself 
are in perfect and pleasant accord. eter) 

Now, about this matter of allowing members of the Cabinet to come 
into the Honse, it can only be done satisfactorily iu a parliamentary 
way, under the English system, That is not our system, and cannot 
be withont an amendment of the Constitution. Our Constitution is 
not the English constitution. If we should bring in the Cabinet here 
and vote against them, would they resign? If we should bring Mr, 
Sherman, the Secretary of the Treasury, into this House to-morrow, 
and ask him to interpret his financial policy, and we were then to 
vote adversely to his plans, would he resign, as an English minister 
would be bound to resign, on such an important question? No, sir. 

My friend [ Mr. Cox, of oid 7 70 5 to the indefinite quality of 
the facts produced here from tlie War Department, and attributes it 
to our not having the English system. We should have definite and 
authentic facts sent to both committees and House. All nebulous 
and gossipy reports from the Departments, such as haye been referred 
to here, can be avoided by proper methods, That can all be obviated 
by requiring printed and written reports from the Cabinet officers 
or heads of bureaus, or those who are subordinate to them. Our 
practice has been, from almost the earliest stages of the Government, 
to have definite reports in writing, printed and laid npon our desks, 
or sent to committees, which is a better system than the English sys- 
tem, with its personal declamation and explanations. 

But I cannot on this appropriation bill properly discuss the propo- 
sition. It involves much debate. One consideration that I would 
like to enlarge upon is that whenever members of the Cabinet come 
upon this floor to participate in our proceedings they bring their 
patronage with them. 

Mr TOWNSEND, of New York. That is the doctrine; you are 
right. 

Ar COX, of New York. That is the old doctrine of Walpole: to bring 
the Cabinet in, with all the powerof the administration or“ govern- 
ment,” tooverwhelm or debauch the popular body. We are not ready 
yet for that in this country. There is patronage enough used already 
to influence Congressmen, without having introduced here the per- 
sonal influence of the men who dispense it. Therefore, speaking for 
good government, honest administration, for a proper relation of the 
co-ordinate departments—the separation of the judiciary from the 
legislative, and each and both from the executive—I cannot concur 
in my namesake’s proposition. 

Mr. McCOOK. I would like to ask the gentleman whether the ex- 
periment referred to has not been once attempted on this continent. 

Mr, COX, of New York. There were several attempts made in 
Congress, and there has been an attempt, I think, somewhere in the 

ntine Confederation. 

r. McCOOK. If I am not very much mistaken, an experiment 
of this kind was made in Montgomery, Alabama, under the constitu- 
tion of the so-called Confederate States formed there, and was only 
partially successful. 

Mr. COX, of New York. There is no doubt of one fact, that under 
our Constitution members of the Cabinet are not obliged to resigu 
when they are beaten. That settles the question for us until we 
change the Constitution. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, rose. 

The CHAIRMAN, If there be no objection the ding amend- 
ment will be regarded as withdrawn, that the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Hewitt] may renew it. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I renew the amendment. 

Mr. BANKS, If the gentleman from New York will allow me one 
moment, I wish to my that in regard to the question now before us 
it would not make the least difference whether the Cabinet officers 
were here or not, with or without their portfolios. The question 
here is one of fact. The telegram which has been read this morning 
at the request of the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
says that upon the rolls it appears that there are 21,902 men, nearly 
twenty-two thousand ; but the statement, made by the officers of the 
Army relates to the actual force in the field, which they say does not 
probably reach twenty thousand men—I su not eighteen thou- 
sand men. Every mon knows that it is impossible for the Adjntant- 
General to have information every morning before the meeting of 
Congress as to exactly how many men are in service, The actual force 
will ordinarily fall from 10 to 20 per cent. below the number on the 
rolls, In the letter read this morning, it was stated that at the fort 
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mentioned there were only sixteen men. The rolls of the War 

ment would probably show that there were one hundred, two hund- 
red, or perhaps three hundred there. The difference is between the 
force represented upon the rolls and the force actually in the field; 
and it is the force actually in the field that appeals to us to be sup- 
ported and strengthened. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] has referred to the precise point upon 
which I had proposed to touch. When the Committee on Appropria- 
tions began the preparation of this bill the first thing they did was 
to ask the Secretary of War to state the number of men actually upon 
the Army roll. His reply was that the number was 21,363. Subse- 
quently the Adjutant-General and the Commanding General came 
before the committee, and the Commanding General produced a state- 
ment showing that the number was 21,903, which you will find upon 

22 of this morning’s RECORD. When asked how it happened 
that the number differed from the number given by the Secretary of 
War, the committee were informed that the return produced by the 
Commanding General was in the main made np to the 31st of August, 
and that between that date and the date of the communication of the 
Secretary of War the number had fallen to 21,363. The Commanding 
General was then asked whether the number had been increased or 
diminished since that date. He informed the committee that the 
number had been decidedly diminished, and that in his judgment it 
was below twenty thousand by reason of desertions, casualties, and 
expiration of terms of service. When the Adjutuant-General came 
before the committee he confirmed this statement; and when he was 
asked whether the Army had been increased since the 4th of March, 
he replied that it had not been because there was no money ayail- 
ablo for recruiting. If you will turn to page 22 of the RECORD you 
will find a statement of the recruits ready to go into the service on 
the 10th of October; and the number is fifty-seven, thirty-five avail- 
able at Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, and twenty-two at Colum- 
bus Barracks, Ohio. Now, inthe telegram sent here to-day by the 
Adjutant-General he asserts that since that communication was made 
to the commit five hundred and thirty-nine have been added to 
ie Army; therefore nearly five hundred men have been recruited 
since last week when theso officers were before the committee. 

Now, I have stood upon this floor (if I may be allowed to say it) in 
the committee as the advocate of the right of the President to main- 
tain the Army under the permanent law. He had no right to allow 
it to be dissolved; but if it dissolved itself by the expiration of terms 
of service, by casualties, or by desertion, he no right under per- 
manent law to add a man to it, for such increase can only be made b 
recruiting service, and there was not one dollar appropriated or avail- 
able for that service. Therefore the law has been violated; and if it 
has been done by the authority of the Secretary of War he is clearly 
im hable for having expended the public money without warrant 
of low. I do not believe that the gentleman who fills the high posi- 
tion of Secretary of War has given any such authority; but I ask the 
attention of this House, which represents the people and holds the 
8 of the nation, to the fact that, in the face of the distinet 

eclaration of the Adjutant-General that there was no money availa- 
ble for recruiting, there have been added to the Army within one week 
nearly five hundred men. 

It is that violation of law to which I wish to call the attention of 
the House; and I say that the time has come when we must make 
the voice of the people of this country felt in its control over the 
Army, and impose such limits upon its number that it shall not be 
increased without appropriation made according to due form of law. 

Mr. BANNING. I should like to ask my friend from Ohio 

Mr. MILLS. Are these recruits for the cavalry or the infantry? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. There is nothing to indicate. 

Mr. MILLS. Well, before the Secretary of War can be condemned, 
the one who prefers the charge against him must be required to 
prove positive violation of law on his part. The law authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of War to recruit cavalry regiments up to one 
hundred men in each company, and it is to be presumed the recruits 
he put into the Army are for the cavalry, unless something is shown 
to the contrary. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The answer to. that is that, no mat- 
ter what the law requires, it is a felony or misdemeanor, (I am not 
lawyer segs to know which ;) it is a violation of the law to spend 
one dollar of money not appropriated by Congress. 

Mr. MILLS. Does the gentleman say the Secretary of War should 
refuse to obey the law of the land when he is ordered to fill up cav- 
alry regiments to one hundred men in each company ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The Adjutant eral said that no 
recruiting could be carried on, because no appropriation of money 
had been made on the part of Congress. 

Mr. MILLS. But Iam talking about the statement of the Adju- 
tant-General. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Hewitt] has expired. 

Mr. BANNING. I wish to ask the gentleman from New York a ques- 
tion. I concede the gentleman from Texas could not help the Secre- 
tary of War out, because the appropriation ran out on the 30th of 
June, but I wish to ask the gentleman from New York whether these 
recruits which are now added may not have been brought from re- 
cruiting stations? 


Mr, HEWITT, of New York. The answer is on page 22 of the 
RECORD, that there were then on October 10, 1877, only fifty-seven 
available recruits at all the stations, and there was no money to add 
to the number. 

Mr. BANNING. I suspect, Mr. Chairman, that this report which 
was sent to me from the Adjutant-General’s Office, and which I pro- 
duced here the other day, is correct. I thought it was correct at 
that time, but the gentleman from New York disagreed with me. 
That made the number of the Army 22,307 strong, and these recruits, 
I take it, when we come to understand the subject, will be found to 
have been brought from the recruiting stations, and not to have been 
actually recruited since that time. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will the gentleman look at the table 
on page 22, which says that all available recruits at the different sta- 
tions there mentioned on October 10, 1877, were only fifty-seven? It 
is in the table before his eyes. 

Mr. BANNING. I was going to say to the gentleman that this is 
the way out of it. . 

Mr. HARRISON. There is no way out of it. 

Mr. BANNING, We want them to be outif it is right, and if it 
is not we do not. Ihave no doubt this is the way out. I have no 
doubt the statement I have presented was the correct one—that 
these recruits were recruited prior to the end of the fiscal year, and 
were then at the recruiting stations. I know the gentleman’s report 
is otherwise—that they were not in the stations at the time. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will the gentleman point them out 
in the statement? 

Mr. BANNING. If the gentleman will let me alone, I will. Ican- 
not point them out in his paper. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Then point them out in your own 


paper. 

Ar. BANNING. I was going to point them out if the gentleman 
will let me—— 

Mr. ATKINS. Does the gentleman say that is an official paper? 

Mr. BANNING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ATKINS. Whose name is signed to it ? 

Mr. BANNING. It is from the Adjutant-General. 

Mr. ATKINS. Who signed that paper? 

Mr. BANNING. The outside paper is in the committee-room; the 
Adjutant-General’s name is on it. I produced it here the other day. 

Mr. ATKINS. It is a communication to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs? 

Mr. BANNING. Mr. Chairman, I have no doubt, and I hope I am 
correct—it may be the gentleman is correct—I have no doubt these 
recruits were recruited prior to the end of the fiscal year. The gen- 
tleman shakes his paper at me to point it out. His paper may be a 
mistake, or mine may 3 of them may be; but th per, as I 
stated to the House the other day, and I only do it iu justico— 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The telegram I hold in my hand 
from the Adjutant-General's Office says this number has been recruited 
or added since the communication of the Secretary of War on the 30th 
of October. 

Mr. BANNING. Very well, sir. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. It so states. 

Mr. BANNING. If I may be allowed, I think the gentleman’s own 
per shows the way out. It may be he is correct, that the Adjutant- 
neral shows in his report these men have been recruited or added. 

Now, this report which I hold in my hand shows, as I stated then in 
the House, the number of the Army to be 21,902 men, nearly twenty- 
two thousand; to which it is stated, in a foot-note, must be added 
the four hundred men of the Signal Corps. That would make the 
Army 22,302 strong. I have no doubt, Mr. Chairman, that this was 
the correct statement. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will the gentleman pardon me for 
calling his attention to the fact that the statement published in the 
RECORD shows exactly the number of men which he now recites, 
21.908, or only six more than the gentleman’s statement. But where 
is the warrant for the five hundred and thirty-nine added ? 

Mr. BANNING. Ionly make this statement now as I made it then, 
because it was sent to me; and if there ie no objection I will ask that 
this be 125 with the statement in the RECORD, so that if incor- 
rect no injustice will be done to any man, as I know that my friend 
from New York does not wish that any injustice shall be done. 

Here the hammer fell.] 
he statement referred to by Mr. BANNING is as follows: 


The number of enlisted men in the Army on November 1, 1877, (taken from the 
latest returns received,) is as follows: 


. bre W — “21, 902 
Number of men on extra and daily duty, 3,976. 


Mr. FOSTER. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 


* This does not include four hundred in Signal Corps, 


CONGRESSIONAL 


RECORD—HOUSE. NOVEMBER 10, 


The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following 
Paragraph: 


For all contingent expenses of the Army not provided for by other esti and 
embracing all branches of the military service, to be ex: under the 
orders of the Secretary of War, $40,000. 


Mr. HOOKER, I offer the following amendment: 


Provided, ‘That no portion oF the appropriated by this act shall be ex 
no ion mon 8 - 
pended for tlie transportation or —— ot say poten of the military forces of 
. tatstabniog stan ox supporting any gotars: 
gu je 
Sont or Hended government in such State, unless such forces shall hore’ 
first applied for by the Legislature of such State or by the executive thereof when 
the cannot be convened. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I make the point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. HOOKER. What is the gentleman’s point? 

Mr. GARFIELD. It is that the amendment is eral legislation 
on an appropriation bill, and not in the interest of retrenchment or 
relating to retrenchment. 

Mr. HOOKER. I think, Mr. Chairman, it will be found that the 
point of order made by the gentleman from Ohio was completely 
overruled in the last Congress. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot see that this proposition tends 
to extravagance. That is very clear, and from the precedents of the 
last Con and precedents running as far back as the Kansas ter- 
ritorial difficulties, the Chair would believe that all amendments 
tending to direct the use of the Army made to a clause like this, 
that provides for general estimates, embracing all branches of the 
military service, would be in order, not only by precedent, but b 
the authority and by the very nature of the lower branch of Con- 
gress or of Congress of the United States, which holds a certain 

rivilege — * the prerogative of the Executive. The Chair there- 
yous overrules the point of order. 

Mr. HOOKER. I have introduced this amendment, Mr. Chairman, 
to the clause of the bill under discussion because I believe that it is 
proper that this sort of legislation should 5 every bill with 
reference to the creation and use of the Army. It has been well said 
by the chairman of this committee, and by the distinguished chair- 
man of the Naval Committee at the last Congress and in this, that 
the Army of the United States was the Army of the people, subject 
to the control and direction of the legislative department of the 
Government as to its creation and its use. 

There is, Mr. Chairman, but a single authority under our Constitu- 
tion for the Executive of the nation sending the troops of the Army 
to the various States; and that is limited to a requisition by the 
Legislature of the State, if in session, for the purpose of suppressing 
insurrection, or by the executive of the State where the Legislature 
is not in session and where it cannot be convened. And the language 
of the amendment which I have the honor to offer to this portion of 
the bill is expressed in totidem verbis in the lang of the law on 
this subject, to be found in section 5297 of the Revised Statutes, which 
law when examined will be found to be simply permissive in its char- 
acter; that is to say, it uses the expression that it shall be lawful for 
the President of the United States, upon the requisitions being made 
in accordance with the two modes pointed out in the Constitution 
then, and in that case, and in no other, to send the Army of the United 
States to any of the sovereign States composing it. 

It will be observed, Mr. Chairman, that this issimply an expression 
that it shall be lawful. I pro to embody this amendment in 
order to make it inhibitory on the Executive to use the Army of the 
United States for so unlawfal a purpose as sending it to any State to 
su ise its election. It is not alone sufficient that this power 
should be conceded, in the language of this law, to the President. 
But looking, sir, to the events of the past ten or fifteen years, is it 
not proper that we should ingraft upon this bill this provision which 
requires that the 8 shall not be thus used. I venture to assert 
that if it was left to the gallant men who command that Army, and 
the officers and the men who com its rank and file, they would 
af no more disagreeable duty had ever been assigned them than 
being sent to a State for the purpose of policing that State pending 
an election in the interest of any party. And, Mr. Chairman, I makè 
this amendment not in any spirit of complaint in regard to the pres- 
ent national administration of the Government. I make it not, sir, 
in reflection ay its action in withdrawing the troops from an 
State; but onthe contrary it should rather be said to be commend- 
atory of the course which the Executive has pursued in withdraw- 
ing the Army from two of the States of the country. It only 
gives the sanction of law to what has been denominated the policy 
of the Administration. It only makes it absolutely inhibitory upon 
the Executive of the Nation to use the Army in any State, with- 
out reference to where it stands, whether in one locality or in an- 
other, under the Constitution and laws. It leaves no 5 5 with 
the Executive or the Department of Justice to send the Army to 
any State. Lean see no reason why the proviso should not be added. 
When you can say, as you did in the language of the amendment 
adopted a few moments ago, that a portion of the Army, so many in 
number, shall be stationed at a particular point in any State, why 
should you not inhibit that army from being degraded into consti- 


tuting a police force for the poe of carrying an election in a State 
in the interest of any party 
[Here the hammer fell.) 


Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I ask the attention of the com- 
mittee to two points in the proppen amendment of the gentleman 
from Mississippi. In the first p the amendment assumes that the 
President will violate his oath of office and violate the Constitution 
unless a shackle is put on him in the Army bill to prevent it, and isa 
gratuitous and unprecedented assumption that such a shackle is nec- 
essary, which all his friends on this floor will indignantly resent. 

But the second point I make is far more important than any per- 
sonal consideration relating to the President. Let me read the iow: 
guage of the amendment: 

No portion of the money ap; by this act shall be expended for the 


rtation or support of any portion of the military forces of the United States 
fe bo sed oe mAT DL any ae in the Union for the purpose of suppressing 


I stop there and ask this House to reflest what would have been 
our condition if in 1861 just this clause and its limitations had been 
laid as a shackle on the President of the United States and he had 
had no authority to use the Army to put down rebellion and insur- 
rection inany State without the request of the governor or Legislature? 

What better tee of successful revolution by the overturning 
of the Republie could have been had than this, if it had been the law 
in 1861, when tures and governors joined in resisting the laws 
of the Union? I ask if gentlemen on this floor to-day mean now to 
lay plans for a future like that, should rebellion arise in the North or 
the East, the West or South? We did not suppose in 1860 that such 
a thing as did occur would ever have occurred in America. I recol- 
lect that, in my short-sighted weakness in 1860, I made au argument 
with all my strength to prove that rebellion against this Government 
was im ible; that there were no men in America who would wish 
to break the Union. If any man had then offered such a proposition 
as this, I should have said that it was utterly harmless, for the case 
could never arise; but the fearful example of the events through which 
we have —the gentleman spoke of the last fifteen years, if he 
had said sixteen he would have covered the whole ground—makes it 
important that we should not so shackle the Government for the future 
that it may not be free to protect its own life without the consent of 
governors or Legislatures. I ask all men who love the perpetuity of 
our nation not to lay shackles of this sort on our Government to pre- 
vent it from defending itself, if need be, for the protection of its own 
life. Ido not intimate that there is any to re-enact the scenes 
of 1861 and subsequent years, I trust there is no such purpose any- 
where in the Union; but I say, in all kindness to gentlemen, that the 
proposition, coming as it does, without apparent reason now, will 
cause anxiety 3 the Republic and delay the pacification so 
much lon for. It is not enough that our poor, unpaid, starvin 
Army shall, by the delay of this House, be doomed to many days o 
further starvation, while their numbers are reduced by sickness and 
Indian warfare, only to learn that a merciful Congress propose still 
further to reduce them, butat last that the Commander-in-Chief shall 
be shackled, and the Army itself shackled, and finally that the House 
of Representatives shall itself take command of the Army and post 
its cavalry regiments where they choose, 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question before he takes his seat ? 

Mr, GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. RANDALL. He speaks of this House, or this side of the 
House, having starved the Army. Now, does he not know that when 
the Army bill failed last session, it was the province of the President 
to call an extra session of Congress? And does he not know also, 
and perhaps he was consulted on that subject, that it was made the 
subject of a Cabinet consultation, wherein it was decided that the 
am could be run by the Administration until the 15th day of 

25 

Mr. GARFIELD. I am not responsible for causing the extra ses- 
sion; but I am aware that there was great anxiety on both sides of 
this House that there should not be an early call of an extra session. 
And I am very well aware that a majority of the leading men of the 
gentleman’s own party thought it need not be called early. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) Then why does the gentleman 
blame this side of the House for what was determined upon in Cabi- 


net meeting? : 
Mr. GARFIELD. I do not, but for making an extra session neces- 


sary. 

Mr. GOODE. I regret exceedingly, Mr. Chairman, to differ on this 
subject with my distinguished friend from Mississippi, [Mr. HOOKER. ] 
I am opposed to his amendment, but not forthe reason assi bythe 
gentleman from Ohio, | Mr. GARFIELD.) In my judgment it would be 
exceedingly unwise and impolitie for this House of Representatives to 
incorporate such a provision upon this appropriation bill. In my 
judgment it would ails ‘ater by the country as an imputation npon 
the present Executive. I know that my friend does not so intend it, 
but I believe that it would be so accepted. 
It will be remembered that in the closing hours of the Forty-fourth 
Congress this House undertook to in; such a provision as this 
upon the Army appropriation bill, and that appropriation bill failed 
to become a law because the two Houses could not agree upon that 
question. I voted then with the majority of this House. I do not 
regret, I never expect to regret that vote. Under similar cireum- 
stances I would give the same vote again. 

We cannot, however, close our eyes to the fact that the circum- 
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ther different from the 
circumstances by which we were surrounded then. We felt then 
that the ante liberties were imperiled by the unauthorized use of the 


stances which surround us to-day are al 


Army. Wesaw the State-houses in South Carolina and Louisiana sur- 
rounded by an armed soldiery who undertook to examine the cre- 
dentials of members of the State Legislature and to overawe and 
intimidate them in the discharge of their duties. We felt, as the 
representatix es of the people, that we would be derelict in duty, that 
we would disappoint the just expectations of the country, if we 
failed to interpose the legislative arm of this Government for the 

rotection of an unarmed and helpless and a defenseless people. 

e therefore refused to vote a dollar then, and we would have per- 
sisted in refusing to vote it, because we believed such action was 
nec to prevent an illegal and unauthorized use of the Army. 

But what are the cireumstancesnow? Is my friend from Mississippi 

Mr. HOOKER} blind to the changed condition of affairs? I know 
e is not. But I wish to call to the minds of members of this House 
the fact that immediately -after the accession of President Hayes 
to the Presidency he issued an order directing the withdrawal of 
troops from the State-houses in South Carolina and Louisiana. 
at did that mean? It meant to indicate that the President of 
the United States was willing to trust the people of the South. It 
meant to indicate that he re; them as a brave and honorable 
people, who meant what they said when they professed to renew their 
allegiance. to this Government. It meant to indicate that in his 
judgment the use of the bayonet was nof n to enforce law 
and order and peace at the Sonth. That is the way we understood it. 
We accepted it as an overture of peace. And if I know the people of 
the South, there is nothing to-day which they so earnestly and anx- 
iously desire as a lasting and enduring We accepted it as an 
overture of peace, and the people whom I have the honor to repre- 
sent are not willing to refuse to take the right hand of fellowship 
when it is held out to them by the President of the United States. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HOOKER. I desire to say simply in answer to what has fallen 
from the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] that he might haye 
reinembered that the substance of this amendment which I have offered 
was not only incorporated in the Revised Statutes, where it now 
stands as section 5297, but that the original act upon this subject 
was passed in 1797 and was amended again in 1807. But though the 
law of the land thus stood from 1797 down to the present time, it 
was utterly disregarded during the eight years of the republican ad- 
9 of tho predecessor of the present Executive of the United 

tates. s 

I have offered this amendment not because I do not recognize the 
changed condition of the country to which my friend from Virginia 
[Mr. GOODE] has referred. In my opening remarks I took occasion 
to say that it was not in reference to the action of the present in- 
cumbent of the executive office of the United States, who is to me 
nothing more than a simple individual filling under peculiar eircum- 
stances the position of the Executive of the United States. I believe 
this amendment ought to be adopted, it matters not who occupies 
the chair of state at the White House. I believe it is founded on the 
principle of protecting the Army from that abuse which has been 
made of it; for I venture to assert that no one will complain more 
bitterly of the manner in which the Army has been used than the 
intelligent and brave officers of the Army themselves, 

The gentleman from Ohio might well have remembered that this 
has been the cardinal principle of our legislation founded upon the 
Constitution itself, which was in existence in 1860, and in contra- 
vention of which provision no law could have stood upon your statute 
book. If the gentleman had turned to section 4, article 4, of the Con- 
stitution, he might have remembered that in the law, from which I 
have quoted this amendment, is embodied the substance of that fourth 
section which has been in existence from the time of its adoption in 
1789, and was in existence at the period to which the gentleman from 
Ohio has referred. I give the section of tho Constitution and also 
the section of the Revised Statutes to which I have reference. Sec- 
tion 4, article 4, of the Constitution, reads as follows: 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union arepublican form 
of government, and shall protect cach of them against invasion, and on application 


islatare, or of the executi ‘when the cannot be ened, 
soot ened vidience. rt — } 


Section 5297 of the Revised Statutes reads as follows: 


In case of an insurrection in any State, against the government thereof, it shall 
be law ful for the President, on application of — 4 ure of such State, orof the 
executive. when the Legislature cannot be con to call fe number of 
the militia of any other State or States, which may be applied for, as he deems 
sufficient to suppress such insurrection ; or, on like application, to employ, for the 
same purposes, such part of the land or naval forces of the United States as he 
deems necessary. 


It has been beeause the Army of the United States has been used 
for the purpose of carrying elections in States that we found it 
necessary to put this amendment upon the Army appropriation bill of 
last year, And I would remind my distinguished friend from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. GOODE] that the price of liberty is eternal vigilance. If 
the condition of circumstances so late as the close of the Forty- 
fourth Con when be and I had the honor to vote together on 
this proposition, demanded such an amendment to the appropriation 
bill, 1 would vote the same way now upon the same principle. The 


gentleman will remember, if we are to credit the current reports of 
the time, that it has since been asserted that those troops had been 
ordered to be withdrawn before the present Executive of the nation 
was installed in the seat which he now holds. 

I offer this Proportion not because Mr. Hayes chances to occupy 
the position of President; but I say that such a proposition should 
be adopted, no matter who holds the reins of power as the Chief Ex- 
ecutive of the nation. The theory that the Executive of the nation 
or the head of the Department of Justice can order the Army or any 
portion of it where he pleases into any State at his own option ought 
to be forever set at rest by positive A by an inhibitory 
clause such as I propose to attach to this bill. 

The Army is the Army of the people in sympathy with it. So far 
as concerns its action in my own State, I will say that we never yet 
have had occasion to make complaint, except of those military offlcers 
whose “ vaulting ambition has overlea itself and fallen on the 
other side:” military officials who aspired to obtain civil positions. 
To the presence of the Army proper, the men who stand as the leaders 
of it and the soldiers, we have never objected when there was a 
necessity for it; but when they were ordered to the polls in contra- 
vention of the law as it stands upon the statute-book to influence 
the elections in Mississippi, we did have occasion to say that it was 
a prostitution of the Army which was never intended to police the 
8 in the influence of a party. 

Mr. REAGAN, I move as a pro forma amendment to strike out the 
last word. By way of supplement to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. GOODE, | wish to state the reasons why under exist- 
ing circumstances I cannot vote for the pending amendment, Last ses- 
sion, from a sense of duty, I voted to incorporate into the Army appro- 
priation billa provision similar to this. Lwas influenced to do so by the 
precedent facts which had occurred in the administration of the Gov- 
ernment and in the direction of tho operations of the Army—a courso 
of action which, in my jadgmentandinthe Jongmani perhapsofa major- 
ity of the House, had been clearly violative of the Constitution and of all 
law uponthesubject. If the same condition of things existed to-day— 
if the Constitution was being trampled upon, if the laws were being 
violated, if the peace of the country was being jeoparded, if the liberty 
of the citizen was being assailed, if the rights of the States were being 
trampled down now as they were then—I would vote to-day for the 
same provision. But in acting upon legislation, while we should 
always have respect to proper political principles we should at the 
same time take into consideration the exigencies which call for legis- 
lation; and sometimes there may be political reasons of a character 
which should justly influence the action of a legislator in voting for 
or against a given proposiiion, whether it be in the abstract right or 
wrong. 

If — want law to restrain the power of the President so that he 
shall not invade the rights of the States, control the organization of 
Legislatures, and trample upon the liberties of the people, we find 
that protection to-day in the Constitution of the United States and 
in the laws upon statute-books. Why should we multiply laws of 
this kind? The things intended to be prohibited by the amendment 
of the gentleman from Mississippi are already prohibited by the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States. A proposition, then, to make 
a renewed expresion of those prohibitions could have, it would seem, 
but one object, 122 that is disclaimed by the gentleman from 
e and Í accept his disclaimer as truthfal)—to rebuke a vio- 
lation of the Constitution and the laws. But the present Executive 
has shown by his action that he does not propose to use the Army for 
such p as it was used for by his predecessor; that he proposes 
to limit the use of the Army to those purpose conven pias by the 
Constitution and the laws of the land. That being so, I do not wish 
him, in 2 what seems to me to be the line of conscientious 
duty under the law, to feel that we wish to re-open the Pandora's 
box of the past for political agitation and excited discussion. 

There is a line of 2 on this subject that might be night 
and proper in itself, and which I would support if properly presented. 
That would be to make it, if necessary, an impeachable offense on 
the part of the President or heads of Departments to violate the law 
by such use of the Army and to make it cause for dismissal and pun- 
. ent of any military officer to attempt to execute such orders in 
violation of the Constitution and laws. This would give an efficient 
remedy. But the proposition before us would only add to the exist- 
ing provisions of the Constitution and laws a new provision which 
could be no more efficient than the law and the Constitution as they 
stand to-day. Because, it seems to me, such a provision must be in- 
effectual, and because also it strikes me as calculated to give rise to 
discussion of an . nature, I shall not support the amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not wish tos on the merits of this propo- 
sition ; but in regard to my own action, and that of other gentlemen 
perhaps on this side of the House, I wish to say that I am very de- 
sirous to have a recorded vote upon such a proposition as this; and 
the only way we can secure it is by allowing the amendment to be 
adopted in Committee of the Whole, so that it may come up for 
action iu the House, when we can have the yeas and nays so that 
we may see how gentlemen of this Con desire to vote upon this 
proposition. I think the country would like to know whether the 
ery of our friends of the South is continually that of the danghters 
of the horse-leech, “Give, give, give,” and as fast as their demands are 
complied with all is peaceful and harmonious, but on every oppor- 
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tunity they will by their votes here attack the giver, attack the 
President as this attacks him, notwithstanding his yielding to their 
demands thus far. And in order that we may have a vote in the 
House, where our votes will be recorded, I shall vote, and only for 
that p for this amendment so that the House may have an 
opportunity of putting itself upon the record on the yeas and nays. 
r. ELLIS. renew the formal amendment. Mr. Chairman, I 
believe the amendment now before the House is very well known to 
a majority of the members of the House. I entirely with my 
friend from Virginia, [Mr. Goopx, ] and I am sorry to be obliged to 
d with my friend from my sister State, the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. HOOKER.] I am agreed with him in this, sir: I am 
agreed with him that at the proper time and in the proper way it 
would be well for a law comin m the proper committee at the 
proper time to define, to prescribe, and to limit the use of the Army 
of the United States. I would do this more as a warning and for an 
example and asa teaching to posterity than from any exigency which 
is upon us now. The President of the United States in the manly, in 
the patriotic, and in the constitutional course which he has pursued, 
has drawn the best hearts of both the political parties after him. I 
am free to say, sir, that in the course he has hitherto pursued, giving 
peace to the South, even as Ho of old gave to the elements 
when He said, Peace, be still;” in that position I stand with him. 
3 What has been 58 wald 5 the 3 Ea rers she not zot wn 
ong w y wi i and quivering heart, pray or 
peace and weaved to be trusted? ‘And tf she means to be trusted 
must she not trust? When the olive branch is extended and the 
voice of trust and confidence comes out to her, shall she, incasing 
herself in the cold icy mantle of reserve, withdraw herself and say, 
«I will not trust you?” God forbid, sir, she should assume any 
such position! [Applause.] 

Mr. Chairman, nor do I find lurking in this amendment anywhere 
the mare’s nest attempted to be pointed out by the distinguished 
erer from Ohio, [Mr. GaRFIELD.] Let me tell him that there 

no sentiment or thought of rebellion lingering in the hearts or 
minds of any portion of the people of this great nation, unless it be 
in the hearts and minds of certain gentlemen who, like the ghoul, 
oa in the grave-yards of the past and try to bring up old buried 
ssues, 

Look at the President, not only in to his course to the South, 
but in regard to the perfectly constitutional attitude he assumed 
when this great country shook to its center beneath the throes of 
labor strikes some months ago. He did not hastily respond to the 
demand for troops. He referred the governors of those t com- 
monwealths, who, to their shame be it said, hung their heads like sick 
and puny children against the Federal Government and cried for aid 
he reminded them of the Constitution, and assumed a perfectly legit- 
imate and constitutional attitude. 

At the proper place I will be found in perfect accord with the gen- 
tleman from peu en je Now is not the time; it is impolitic; it is 
unwise; it is a refusal to trust when we are asked to trust, and when 
we have prayed so long to be trusted. 

[ers the hammer fe L1 

r. HENKLE. I shall vote for the amendment offered by my 
worthy friend from Mississippi [Mr. HOOKER] with a great deal of 
og rice I always shall vote for a similar proposition. I shall vote 

‘or it because I believe it to be right in itself. I shall vote for it 
because it is entirely consistent with law and justice and with the 
spirit and intention of our Constitution. Our past experience has 

emonstrated it abundantly that some such restrictive clause as this 
is necessary, and that, although there may be no threatening cireum- 
stances now patent us, now is the very opportunity and occa- 
sion and time for us to insert, as a precautionary measure, this sort 
of an amendment into this bill. 

I do not believe the present Executive contemplates any improper 
use of the Army. The people of the State which I have the honor in 
part to represent believe in and approve his course without regard 
to party line or feeling. He has the sympathy and affection of our 
poor as no man who occupied that chair for the last fifteen years 

as had them. But as I said a moment ago, when there was no par- 
ticular danger threatened it occurred to me was the most opportune 
time to establish sucha safe and useful precedent. What has occurred 
in the past may be repeated in the future, and there can be no good 
reason u against the insertion of such a precautionary clause in 
u bill like this. 

If the present Executive has contemplated no injury to any section 
of the country, no violation of the law, then the insertion of this clause 
can donoharm. If he does contemplate a violation of the law and an 
improper use of the Army, then the insertion of such a clause is a 
necessity. 

I say then, Mr. Chairman, that this is a good opportunity to estab- 
lish this precedent. I am perfectly satisfied that the country shall 
know my vote, and I am perfectly willing to join with my friends in 
a demand that the members of this House shall be placed on record 
on this subject. I want the country to know that I am not willing 
to vote against such an amendment. I dare not doit, because I know 
in doing so I should not represent faithfully my constituents; and I 
hope to see a clause like this inserted in every Army appropriation 


bill now henceforth and forever, 
Mr. HAMILTON, Mr. Chairman, is it proper for me to call for the 


rein of the latter part of the remarksof the gentleman from Lou- 
siana Î ? ; 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I think we need not have it over 


again. 
Mr. BUCKNER. It is avery unusual request to make. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I wish to know whether the gentleman from 


Louisiana proposed to cast any insult on the governor of Indiana 
because he would not call for troops to be used against the laboring- 
men who struck on the various railroads of our State, when they de- 
sired to show the capitalist that they were not receiving a proper 
compensation for their services. Does the gentleman propose to in- 
sult Governor Williams, the governor of My Beaks, by his remarks f 

Mr. ELLIS. I should be very sorry to do so. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HAMILTON. May I ask the gentleman to repeat his words? 

Mr. ELLIS. I am very sorry that the gentleman did not pa 
better attention. Instead of insulting the governor of his State 
rather praised him. My remarks were rather in atone of censure 

inst the governors of those great commonwealths who, before 
they had exhausted the forces at their command, leaned their heads 
like sick children. I believe I said against the Federal Government. 
I honor Blue Jeans that he did not call for troops. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ATKINS. Ifthe gentleman from Indiana is throngh, I move 
that the committee do now rise for the purpose of limiting debate 
on this proposition. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 124, noes 49. 

So the motion was to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Cox, of New York, reported t the Committee of 
the Whole on the State of the Union had, according to order, had 
under consideration the Union generally and particularly the bill 
(H: R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support of the Army 


‘or the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for ot purposes, and 
had come to no resolution thereon. 
Mr. ATKINS. I move that all debate on the pending paragraph be 


closed in ten minutes after the consideration of the Army bill shall 
be resumed in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FINLEY. I move to amend the gentleman’s motion by strik- 
ing out “ten” and inserting “ twenty.” 

The question being taken upon Mr. FINLEY’s amendment, it was 
not agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. ATKINS was agreed to. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ATKINS. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
further considering the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations 
for the N of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes. 

The motion was to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cox, of New York, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House, all further debate is 
closed upon the pending paragraph in ten minutes. 

Mr. MILLS rose. 

Mr. ATKINS. I yield three minutes to my colleague from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. YouNG.] 

Mr. MILLS. I wish to know from the Chair if the gentleman from 
Tennessee has the ten minutes allowed for debate at his disposal. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] 
can only have five minntes, The Chair would say that some con- 
fusion was occasioned this morning the ten minutes on each 
side were portioned out by the gentleman having the floor. The 
Chair would su t that each gentleman speak five minutes in hisown 
time. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. YouNG] is recognized. 

Mr. YOUNG. I would not address the House on this question but 
for the reason that it involves considerations which in my judg- 
ment ought to be carefally and calmly examined by every member 
of this body, and for the further reason that I feel I owe it to myself 
and to my constituents to give the reasons which under the peculiar 
circumstances that now surround us will influence me in voting 
against the amendment of the gentleman from e 

All legislation, it occurs to me, Mr. Chairman, shoul verned 
and regulated by some public necessity. The law and the Constitu- 
tion of this country already fix and define the powers of every officer 
in it; those of the President of the United States as clearly as those 
of the humblest ove of our public servants. It is scarcely probable 
that in the next fifty years of our history we will be so unfortunate 
as to have another President that will utterly ignore and disregard 
every constitutional restraint and every provision of the law. If we 
are to judge of our present Chief Magistrate in future by his conduct 
in the past, I must asd for myself, and I believe I express the senti- 
ments of the ple whose Representative I am in saying, that I have 
no fear that he will override the Constitution, violate the law, and 
strike down the liberties of the people and the sovereignty of tho 
States, as has been done by his predecessor. Following out the 
beautiful ideas so eloquently expressed by the gentleman from Loni- 
siana, [Mr. ELLIS, ] I say that when the President has trusted every- 
thing to the honor and good faith of the southern people it is but an 
ill return on our part for that confidence to say to him, “Now, sir, we 
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will shackle you with additional laws to keep you from violating 
your oath of office.” 
In the abstract, I see no objection to a measure of legislation of the 


character pro by this amendment, yet under the circumstances 
which surround us it implies a distrust of the President's integrity 
and a suspicion of his future conduct which are unjust to him and 
unworthy of us, and to which I shall not assist in subjecting him. 
We are now having the first constitutional administration of the 
Government that we have had for at least eight years. We at last 
have a President of this country who has thus far evinced some 
recognition of law and some regard for constitntional obligations, 
and I, for one, am willing to trust him until he departs in some wa. 
from the course he has been poomine If any legislation of the kin 
suggested be necessary at all, it is singularly inopportane and impol- 
itic to urge it at this time. For these reasons, and many others which 
I cannot present in the short space of only five minutes, I feel it my 
duty to vote against the e amendment. 

r. MILLS. Mr. Chairman, the only ground I have heard urged 
against the adoption of the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. HOOKER] is the one seep eas! resented by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [ Mr. GOODE] and the gentleman from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Exxis,] and it is that of confidence in the President. I have as 
much confidence in our distinguished Chief Magistrate as any of my 
friends on this side of the House. I admire the patriotic course he 
has taken, and I accord him the highest credit for it, and will be 
among the last to throw any impediment across his way or unnerve 
his arm in the great contest he is waging for the pacification of all 
sections of the Union, and 83 its discords, healing its wounds, 
and uniting its hearts. But the doctrine of reposing confidence in 
men clothed with great official power is as old as the history of Euglish 
poepie and is a part of that history in all their struggles against 
arbitrary power, Our fathers have given us their warning voice. 
They have told us that confidence was the parent of despotism, and 
jealousy the safeguard of free government. I was surprised, sir, 
when I heard a gentleman reared in Virginia under the very shadow 
of Monticello urging this House to repose confidence in the President 
of the United States and deliver the Army into his unshackled hand ; 
that he was a man and had shown himself a patriot in the 
manner in which he had already used it. I had expected him to be 
well fixed in the faith of the great father of American independence 
and the father of American democracy as well. You remember 
the history of the alien and sedition laws of 1798 and 1799. By 
those laws authority was given to John Adams, President of the 
United States, one of the greatest of the ts of those days, to 
banish from the United States any person whom he adjudged in the 
tribunal of his own discretion to unfriendly and dangerous to 
our country and its institutions. Mr. Adams was a man around whom 
the affections of the people closely clustered and in whom their con- 
fidence rested with unshaken trust. When those extraordinary laws 
were passed the country was thrown into convulsions at the prospect 
of danger to the personal security of its citizens. The friends of that 
measure said, could not Mr. Adams be trusted? Can we not confide 
in one of the great founders of our Government? What was the 
answer of Mr. Jefferson to the ent of confidence? What 
words has he left us by which to na our course and preserve the 
institutions our ancestors gave us? He said: 

It would be a dangerous delusion were a confidence in the men of our choice to 
silence our fears for the safety of our rigis; that confidence is everywhere tho 
1 of despotism; free government is founded in jealousy and not in confi- 

ence; itis jealousy and not contidence that prescribes limited constitutions to 
bind down those whom we are obliged to trust with power; that our Constitution 
has accordingly fixed the limits to which, and no further, our confidence may go; 
and let the honest advocate of confidence read the alien and sedition acts, and sa 
if the Constitution has not been wise in fixing limits to the Government it 
and whether we should be wise in destroying those limits. 


Again, further on, he says: 


1 ù 3 let be said in but bind hi 
Pike meets nr eee eee 


Mea. YOUNG. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
on 

Mr. MILLS, Certainly. 

Mr. YOUNG, Is it your theory of government that we should deny 
the President of the United States that presumption of law which is 
given to every felon in the land, the presumption that he will do 


right ? 

Mr. MILLS, It is my theory of government that the people of the 
United States should look with a jealous eye upon every one to whom 
they have trusted power; that is my theory, and in that I steadfastly 
stand in the foot-prints of my fathers. I heard this question of con- 
fidence disenssed at the last session of Congress in the electoral com- 
mission matter, of which you have doubtless heard. We were asked 
then, “Could you not trust the Supreme Court of the United States!“ 
E Could you not trust those distinguished men who with 

andaged eyes hold the poised balances of justice in their hands? I 
said, no! My fathers said jealousy was the watchword by which free 
institutions are guarded. I was almost read out of the party because 
I did not trust the Supreme Court of the United States. 

What was the result of your confidence then? You were lost. 
Your Government was overthrown and the executive office placed in 
the hands of a President of the United States who had not been 
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elected by the people, but the best President you have had for twenty- 
five years, {Laughter and applause.] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, rose. 

Mr. ATKINS. Debate is exhausted on this amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, I cannot attempt in the limited time 
remaining to reason upon this question 

koa of “Regular order!“ : 

he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia will suspend. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, I believe there are two minutes remain- 
ing for debate, and within that time it is impossible for me to reason 
upon this question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate was limited to ten minutes, and that 
time is more than exhausted. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Very well; then I yield the floor, 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is upon the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. HOOKER. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Upon that question I call for tellers, 

Tellers were ordered, (30 members voting in favor thereof;) and 
Mr. GARFIELD and Mr. HOOKER were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 39, noes 137. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HOOKER. I hope that gentlemen on the other side will beas 
good as their word, and allow us to have a vote in the House on this 
proposition. 

Cries of “No objection!” on republican side.] 
Ur. EDEN. I object. 
Mr. CONGER. I am surprised at that. 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following: 
Medical Department: 

For purchase of medical and hospital supp! medical eve and treatment of 
ofticers and soldiers on detached duty, 8 purveying de advertising, 
and other miscellaneous expenses of the Medical Department, e300, 000. 

Mr. MORRISON. I move to amend the paragraph just read by 
adding that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That the heads of the several ents are hereby authorized to 
detail for temporary service in the Surgeon-General's Office, to Se employed in 
furnishing information called for by the Commissioner of Pensions, clerks from 
such Departments, or any of them, whenever practicable, 

Mr. MORRISON. The object of that amendment is to secure a 
speedy adjnstment of a class of claims one of which is mentioned in 
a communication from the Commissioner of Pensions, which I ask 
the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, PENSION OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., October 31, 1877. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, ur reference, of the in- 

closed letter of Frederick Rundershausen, of Alton. ÍI relative to his claim 


for invalid pension No, 228,628, and in ony fa inform you that in said claim this 
3 report from the Surgeon ral United States Army, called for 
1877. 

Dwing to the lack of clerical force in the Sw -General’s Office, that officer is 
nnable to respond promptly to calls for information from his official records, and it 
is not probable that his report will be received prior to June 1, 1878. 

It will be observed that the cause of delay in this case is a matter over which 
neither the Surgeon-Gencral nor myself has control. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 


Hon. WILLIAM R. MORRISON, 
House of i 


J. A. BENTLEY, Commissioner. 


Mr. ATKINS. I have no objection to that amendment, though I 
am not so very certain that it is pertinent to the bill. 

The amendment was to. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to add asa new section that which I send 
to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

SEctION 2. That now or hereafter no officer selected, detailed, or assigned to duty 
upon the staff of, or as an aid to, any general officer, or upon any other duty what- 
soever, shall be entitled to or receive any additional rank, pay, or allowance by 
reason of such selection, detail, or assignment. And all laws or parts of laws in 
conflict with the provisions of this are hereby repealed. 

Mr. CONGER. I make the point of order that that is new legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. CLYMER. It is in the line of retrenchment. 

Mr. ATKINS. This section is offered in the interest of economy, 
There are a great many officers, I will remark to the 8 from 
Michigan, [Mr. CONGER,] who are assi to staff duty and whose 
pay and rank are ine by such assignment. This section is in- 
tended to prohibit that, and therefore it is manifestly in the interest 
of economy. ‘ 

Mr. CONGER. On the other hand there are a great many officers 
and soldiers who are poroen Hsia! duty for which they receive 
no additional compensation. The gentleman will not say that by 
mere assignment of duty the salaries of officers are increased. That 
cannot be done without a violation of law. 

Mr. ATKINS. The effect has been to increase their salaries. 

Mr. CONGER. It cannot be poe that there would be any in- 
crease of salary of an officer b ing assigned to additional duty. 

Mr. ATKINS. What objection to the section, then? 

Mr. CONGER. My objection is to new legislation upon this bill, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. ATKINS, I now move that the Committee rise and report the 
bill and the amendments to the House. 

The motion was to; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. Cox, of New York, re rted that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. 
R. No. 902) making appropriations for the vie tig of the Army for 
the fiscal year gmat une 30, 1878, and for other purposes, and had 
directed him to report the same to the House with sundry amend- 
ments. 

Mr. ATKINS. I now call the previous question upon the bill and 
amendments. 

ane orons question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

ONGER. I ask for a separate vote on all the amendments 
which affect the strength of the Army. 

The first amendment, as read, was A strike out the following: 


And no money C the Army be- 
yond the 8 sted Indian scouts and hospital 8 
actually on the Arm n day of November, A. D. 1877. Nothing. 


ever, in this act shall be construed to prevent enlistments for the Siynal 
and as provided by law, 


which shall hereafter be maintained, as now 3 
after present terms oi 


with a force of enlisted men not exceeding four 
enlistment have expired. 


Mr. WHITE. I call for the yeas and nays on that amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. If the House will allow me one moment. The 
amendment of the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. SCHLEICHER ]}—— 

Mr. FOSTER. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, 

Mr. CLYMER. This part of the bill is supplied by an amendment 
further on in the pis w ieh was adopted on my motion. : 

Mr. FOSTER. I object to any debate. 

The question was taken upon ordering the yeas and nays; and u 
a division there were—ayes 34, noes 104; more than one-fifth vot 
in the affirmative. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. SPRINGER called for tellers on ordering the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the House now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In order to get out of this difficulty I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the main question was ordered upon 

this bill and nding a amendments. 

Mr, CONGER. not the motion to reconsider and table made 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ATKINS?] 

The SPEAKER. That motion was not made. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I move to lay on the table the motion to re- 
consider, 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 
112, noes 106. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr. EDEN. I move that the House now adjourn. 
e SPEAKER, (having put the question.) The noes appear to 

ve it. 

Mr. EDEN. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. EDEN and Mr. ELLSWORTH were ap- 

inted. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported -ayes 116, noes 102. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 130, nays, 113; not 
voting 4175 as follows: 


YEAS—Mesars. Aiken, Atkins, Banning, Bell, Bicknell. Blackburn, Bland, 


ser, eat F Alvah A. Clark, John 1 Clarke of Kentucky, ‘John B. Clark, rt of 
Missouri, Clymer, Co! Cobb, Collins, Cook, Covert, Samuel S. Cox, Cravens, tten- 


ham, Eden, Eickhoff, Elam, Ellis, John H. Evins 1 Ewin Felton, zinlex. i 
Franklin, Fuller, S Gibson, Giddin er, Goode, G Gunter, 

Hardenbergh, Henry R. Harris, Jobn T. Arta l u. Hart, Hartz ng hes 
zell, Hatcher, Henkle, Henry, Herbert, Abram 5. Howitt, Go Goldsmith E ewit, 


* 


Hooker, House, Hunton, James Taylor Jones, * 2 Knott. Landers, 
Tiron, Luttrell, Mackey, Maish, Manning, Martin, Ma onzie, e e 
Mills, Mone: Morgan, Morrison, M b ts Maller, 8 

Reilly, Americus V. Ties it Riddle, Robbin Sayler, Saales 


Will dem E bnith 8 Sparka, nger, Steele, 
chard W. 9 . Turney, 
Whitthorne, 1 S. Williams, James 

Willis, Wilson, Wood, 


illis, Benjamin A. 
Waadt eatos, and ene 

NAYS—Messrs. conte acon, John H. — 5 Ballon, Banks, Bayne, Bisbee, 

Royd, Bren Brewer, . wne, Bundy, “Burdick, Cain, Calkins, 
Cannon, Badean ii lafin, Rush ‘Clark, Cole, Conger, Job B. D. 
Cox, Crapo, Cummin, Danford. Darrall, Horace Davis, Deering, ison, Dun- 
Ea I. Newton Evans, James L. Evans, Field, Foster, 
Harmer, Haskell, Hayes, Hazelton, Hendee, 
Henderson, Humphrey, Hun; Hunter, Ittner, fr John S. Jones, Jor- 
onsen, soron Ke — Bagg pvt ey, Ketcham, Lapham, La 12 Leonard, Lindsey, 
ne Marsh, McC McKinley, Mitchell, Monroe, Neal, Oliver, 
O'Neill, Overton, Pacheco, Pa fa Wo Rien Georgs Phillips, Pollard, Pri Price, Pugh, — — 


ae ioe h * leton, 
ci ney 


Ran . Milton S. Robinson, 

ay e Sinnieikson, A. 9 — Smith, Starin, Stewart, John 
—. Cc. ©, Stone, Sal 5 oe Amos Townsend, Martin I. Townsend, 

= fe Vor ait, Ward, — elch, Michael D. White, Willets, Charles G. 

8 Picha Wiliams, and Wren—113. 


‘TING—Mearars. ley, William H. Baker, Bee 5 Blair, — 
ar tler, Chalmers, 1 Dwigh . 


So the motion to adjourn was to. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. WILSON. My colleague, Mr. Kenna, who is absent, is paired 
with the gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. THORNBURGH. My eol- 
league, if he were here, would vote “ ay” upon this proposition. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. [am 2 with the gentleman from Georgia, 
Mr. ee ese If he were here, he would vote “ ay” and I should 
vote “ no. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I am paired with the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, Mr. VANcR. If he were present, I should note “no.” 

Mr. FRYE. On this vote lam paired with the gentleman from 
Virginia Mr. Tucker. If he were present, he would vote “ay” 
and I should vote “ no.” 

Mr. DURHAM. My colleague, Judge Booxx, is detained from the 
W indisposition. 

NEILL. My colleague, Judge KELLEY, is detained at his 
5 by sickness. 

Mr. LANDERS. The gentleman from New Hampshire, Mr. BLAIR, 
who if present would vote “ no,” is iparon with the gentleman from 
Maryian Mr. ROBERTS, who would vote“ ay.” 

ATKINS. Before the result of the vote is announced, I ask 
e consent that the bill, with the amendments adopted in 
the Committee of the Whole, be printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That ought to be done. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, that order will be made. 

There * no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

The bill amendments are as follows : 


A bill (H. R. Pek pw making a EET for the —— tho Army for the 
fiscal year ending 1878, and connie 7 


var ending June 30, 1878, as follows: 
For expenses a the Commanding ral s —— 


pe pais ergata by this act shall be paid for recruiting ES AT beyond the number 


5 
For ex of the signal service of the Army, juipment, and r 
5 es fod pas o Parente, equipment, ropall 


Pay Department: 

For pay of the commissioned and non-commissioned officers, privates, military 
storekeepers, medical storekeepers, musicians, and veterinary surgeons, artifoers, 
farriers, saddlers, and wagoners, inclading the pay proper of three hundred 
vates employed as Indian scouts, and wor Soyer at contract surgeons, the pay of fl ty: 
two paymasters' clerks, of two pital stewards. of. of two bust red hos- 
pital matrons, one hundred and forty-eight commissary sergeauts, messengers to 
a 1 pay to enlisted men, * and commutation of subsist- 

discharged soldiers, retained pa io discharged men, pay to soldiers for 
— not dra additional pay to enlisted men, cage of officers of the Army 
when traveling un k orders, and for postage on 3 and packages received and 
— sey officers of the Army on public raie pite cost of telegrams, compensation of 
tizen witnesses attending u courts-martial, erie en Haere were courts of 
faved traveling expenses of paymasters’ clerks, $11, 
Subsistence Department: 
For subsistence of regular Indian sconts and guides, and Indian prison» 
„ 8000 ve and coo . 
other conveyances, $2,37 


Quartermaster's cee $ 
For the regular supplies of the Quartermaster's Department, consisting of stoves 
for heating and cooking; of fuel for officers, enlisted men, guards, aman — 
houses, offices ; of forage in kind for the pataca mules, and oxen of the 
uartermaster’s Department at the several posts and stations and with the armies in 
eld; for the horses of tho several regiments of cavalry, the batteries of artillery, 
mounted men of the Signal Service, and such companies of infantry and scouts as 
may be mounted, and for the authorized number of ofticers’ horses, including bed- 
ding for the animals; of straw for soldiers’ bedding; and of oranger includin 
blank-books for tho ‘Quartermaster er's Department, certificates for discharged sol- 
diers, blank forms for the Pay and Epaia s Departments, and for printing 
of division and department orders and reporta, 887 
For incidental expenses, to wit: For postage and telegrams or dis; hes; extra 
poy, to soldiers employed under the direction of the Be e Department, 
In tho, erection of ks, quarters, storehouses, and hospitals, in Oe construc- 
roads, and other constant labor, for periods of not less than ten days, under 
— Dot ror M — 2. 1819, and August 4, 1854, includin lor coy employed as clerks 
at division and de partment headquarters and Signal A l — 
ro 


of expresses to an m the 8 3 ai and armies 4 ‘the 
paymasters and other disbursing offi and to trains where mi 8 
not be furnished; expenses of . of officers killed in action, or who da 


when on duty in the ld, or at ts on 
dof — issioned off gon 


Army; e of o s to —— zh the rter- 


such companies of infantry and 8 as may 5 ——— keh or the trains, to 
wit: hire of veterinary surgeons, medicine for 3 1 seca a plane re) and 
for shoving the horses and mules ; also, 2 ex- 
penses for the movement and operations of the Sony nik rexpconsly assigned to any 
other department. $800,000, 

For purchase of horses for the ang and artillery, and for tho Indian sconts, 
and for such infantry as may be mou ,000: Provided, That cavalry regi: 


ments may be recruited to one uhda a men in each com; y, and kept as near! 
6 . ca shall be emplo: in 
defense of the Mexican and Indian frontiers of Texas. 
For transportation of the Army, including baggage of the troops, when moving either 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


339 


of 
from 


ie or water; of cl and camp rod gartis oquipagn fom Me 
iladeolphia and Jeffersonville to the posts and Army depots, an 
those depots to the e ca the field; of horse equipments and of subsistence stores 


from the places of pu: and from the places of delivery, undr contract, to such 
places as the circumstances of tho service may require them to be sent; of ord- 
nance, ordnance stores, and small-arms from the founderies and armies to the arse- 
nals, fortifications, froutier posts, and Army depots; freights, wharfage, tolls, and 
ferr ; the purchase and hire of horses, mules, oxen, and p tho pur- 
chase and repair of er , carts, and drays, and of ships and other sea-going 
vessels and boats req for the transportation of supplies and for garrison 

urposes ; for drayage and cartage at the several posts; hire of teamsters ; transpor- 
ation of funds for the pay and other disbursing de ments; the expense of sail- 
ing public transports on the various rivers, tho G of Mexico, and the Atlantic 
and Pacific ; for procuring water at such posts as, from their situation, require it to 
be brought from a distance; aud for clearing roads, and for removing obstructions 
from roads, harbors, and rivers to the extent which may be required for the actual 
operations of the troops in the field, $4,200,000. 

For hire of quarters for officers on military duty, hire of quarters for troops, of 
storehouses for the safe-kocping of military stores, of otlices. and of nds for 
camp and summer cantonments, and for temporary frontier stations; for the con- 
struction of temporary huts and stables; and for repairing public buildiags at 
established posts, $1,100,000. 

For construction and repair of hospitals, $100,000. 

For purchase and mannfacture of clothing and <P and garrison equipage, and 
for preserving and repacking the stock of clothing and camp and Fly on equipage 
and materials on hand at the Philadelphia, Jeffersonville, and other depots 0 
Quartermaster's Department, $900,000. 

For all contingent expenses of the Army not provided for by other estimates, and 
embracing all branches of the Wer Porte to be expended under the imme- 


diate orders of the Secretary of War, 000. 
Medical Department : 
For purchase of medical and hospital supplies, medical care and treatment of 


oflicers and soldiers on detached duty, expenses of purveying depots, advertising, 
and other miscellaneous ex oft the Medical 8 $200,000. 

For the Army Medical Museum, and for medical and other works for the library 
of the Surgeon-General's Office, $10,000, 


Engineer Department: 


For engineer depot at Willet's Point, New York, namely: For purchase of engi- 
neering mai to continue the present course of instruction of the engineer 
battalion in field , $1,000. 

For incidental expenses of the depot, remodeling toon trains, instru- 
ne fuel, forage, stationery, chemicals, ex uty pay, and repsira, 

| Ordnance i 

Forthe ordnance service, required to defray the current expenses of tho arsenals ; 


of receiving stores and issuing arms and other ordnance 1 of police and 
` office duties; of rents, tolls, fuel, and lights) of stationery office furniture; of 
tools and instruments for use ; of pub) animals, forage, and vehicles; incidental 
expenses of the ordnance service, 3 compensation of workmen in the 
armory and museum buil 


the Ordnance Office, and those at- 
tending practical trials and tests of ordnance, small-arms, and other ordnance sup- 
plies, $100,000: Provided, That none of the money hereby appropriated shall be 
expended, directly or indirectly, for any use not si eee and direetl 
connected with, the military service of the Government; and this restriction sh: 
a ply to tho use of public animals, forage, and vehicles: And provided further, 
Tha nono of the money hereby appropriated shall be expended for the construc- 
tion or repair of buildings. 
For manufacture of metallic ammunition for small-arms, $75,000. 
For o oe cleaning, and preserving new ordnance stores, on hand at the 
arsenals, 000. 
For repairing ordnance and ordnance stores in the hands of troops and for issue 
at the arsenals and 1 $35,000. 
een Ani ae of ordnance stores, to fill requisitions of troops, 


„000. 
For infantry, cav and artillery equipments, consisting of bags, clothing, 
haversacks, ee eal kraso ibA pa. — horse fuerit forcavalry . 


$75,000. 

For mannfacture of arms at the National Armory, $100,000; and should a board 
of ordnance oflicers recommend a suitable magazine-gun for the ered re 
tho 3 of War is authorized to expend not more than $20,000 of amount 
iu its manufacture. 
the conversion of ten-inch smooth-bores into rifles, and carriages therefor, 


$50,000, 
For Sheen ote wi ne 3 2 — nag $59,000. 
‘or seventy su en ceme! X 
The totel 6 — —— ed by this bill is $25,763,000. 
the supportof the Army for the year 


—— —ͤ-uũmö“A—A——ũũũõ 2 ss ewceeesenseses 


For 


The dofici estimate to cover the service of the year ending June 
30, 1877, is, for transportation z 


felt) Perreereer errr Pieri tr etter eter rie erie teers 


Amendment of Mr. SCHLEICHER: 


Strike out the following, all after the word “dollars,” in line 11, to and 
including the word “expired,” in line 21 :) 

And no e Bg poe ey by this act shall be paid for recruiting the Army 
beyond the number of enlisted men, including Indian scouts and ital stewards, 
actually on the Army rolls on the Ist day of November, A. D. 1877. Nothing, how- 
ever, in this act shall be construed to prevent enlistments for the Signal Service, 
which shall hereafter be maintained, as now organized, and as provided by law. 
with a force of enlisted men not exceeding four hundred, after present terms of 
enlistment have expired. 


Amendment of Mr. TUCKER: 


After the words, in lines 10 and 11, “for of recruiting and transporta- 
tion of recrujts, $75,000,” insert the following in lieu of the words stricken out by 
the last amendment: 

And no money appropriated by this act shall be paid for recruiting the Army 
beyond the number of enlisted men, including Indian scouts and hospital stewards, 
actually on the Army rolls on the Ist day of November, 1877, except for the cav- 
alry service and for employment exclusively in the defense of the Mexican and 
Indian frontiers, and so far only as shall be necessary for that purpose, and no fur- 
ther; but nothing herein 9 shall authorize an increase of any cavalry com. 

That 


pany beyond the number of one hundred as now authorized by law: Provi 


nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting of the Army beyond twenty- 
five thousand men. 


Amendment of. Mr. CANNON, of Illinois: 


Tn o pied ym relating to the Pay Department, strike out in lines 40 and 41 
the words "and for * letters 1 5 packages received and sent by officers 
of the Army on public service.” 

Amendment of Mr. CULBERSON, as amended on motion of Mr. 
CLYMER: 


In the ph relating to purchase of horses for cavalry and artillery, &c., 
eee all after the word “ provided,” in line 102, to the end of the paragraph, 
as follows: 


That cavalry regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, 
and kept as near! a ay pe songs that namber; and a suflicient force of cavalry 
ar gg hone vy A in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontiers of Texas. 

And insert the following: 

‘That a force of four cavalry ents shall be recruited to one hundred men in 
each company, and the same shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and 
Indian fron of Texas: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize 
the recruiting the number of men on the Army rolls, including Indian scouts and 
hospital stewards, beyond twenty-thousand men, of whom four full cavalry regi- 
ments shall be kept in service on the Mexican frontier in Texas. 


Amendment of Mr. MORRISON : 


P 3 to the paragraph relating to the medical department (lines 152 to 156) the 
following : : 

Provided, That tho heads of the several Executive Departments are hereby au- 
thorized to detail for P etre ot tho Su n-General's Office to be em- 
ployed in furnishing in called for by the Commissioner of Pensions, 
clerks from such Departments or any of them, whenever practicable, 

Amendment of Mr. ATKINS: 

Add to the bill the following: 

Sec. 2. That now and —. . — no officer selected, detailed, or — 2 2 to duty 
upon the staff of, or as aid to, any general officer, or upon any other pny foreva 
ever, shall be entitled to or receive any additional rank, pay, or allowance by reason 
of such selection, detail, or assignment. And all laws or parts of laws in conflict 
with the provisions of section are horeby repealed. s 

The result of the vote on the motion to adjourn was announced as 
above stated; and accordingly (at four o’clock p. m.) the House ad- 
journed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BANKS: The petition of Captain Joseph H. J. Rutter, of 
Maryland, for compensation for services rendered the military au- 
thorities of the middle military TE ARION of the Government as 
special agent during the months of April, May, June, and July, 1861, 
8 Sy $500—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BLAIR: Papers relating to the claims of Sidney P. Luther 
and Isaiah H. Pickard for property wrongfully seized by United 
States revenue offleials—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of 5,000 citizens of Missouri, for 
the adoption of a a sane of finance that will free our currency from 
a absurdity of coin redemption—to the Committee on Banking and 

urrency. 

Byur CALKINS: The petition of Peter Scowden, for an honorable 
disc R 8 the United States Army—to the Committee on Mili- 


By Mr. COX, of Ohio: The e, of citizens of Toledo, Ohio, that 
the salaries of letter-carriers be increased—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CRAPO: Memorial of W. T. Smith, Jonathan Bourne, and 
Samuel Osborne, jr., agents and managing owners of the barks Midas, 
Progress, Lagoda, and the ships Daniel Webster and Europa, to be 
reimbursed on account of losses sustained by abandoning their voy- 
ages and taking on board of their vessels twel ve hundred wrecked sea- 
men—to the Committee of Claima. 

By Mr. CRAVENS: The petition of Coleman Cole and other cit- 
izens of the Choctaw Nation, in the Indian Terri , for the estab- 
lishment of a post-route from Dallas, Arkansas, to Stringtown, in said 
Territory—to the Committee on the Post-Otfice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. DARRALL: Memorial of citizens of Louisiana, represent- 


ing the city government and chartered institutions of New Orleans, 
that the lan t made to the New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Vicks- 
burgh Rail „now la be re- granted to the New Orleans Pacific 


Railroad—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. DICKEY : Papers KESER to the claim of Samuel V. B. 
Strider for property destroyed by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. EICKHOFF: The petition of C. Schmith and other citizens 
of New York, against anjust discrimination in fixing the salaries of 
Government employés, and also against the violation of the spirit of 
the eight-hour law in Government Departments—to the Committee 
on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr. FELTON: Papers relating to the claims of James H. Rog- 
ers and Charles J. Shepard for property taken by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers ari to the claim of William Hi th to be re- 
funded the amount of taxes illegally collected from him by United 
States officials—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. FRANKLIN: Papers relating to the claim of James Brice 
on account of Indian depredations—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Minor T. Smith for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. HANNA: Papers relating to the claim of John W. Dodd & 
Co. for work done on the arsenal grounds at Indianapolis, Indiana— 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, the petition of 5,000 citizens of Indianapolis, Indiana, for the 
increase of the salaries of letter-carriers—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. C. F. Short, 
whose husband and son were killed by Indians in 1874 - to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


By Mr. JONES, of Ohio: The petition of J. H. 
of the 


and Grounds. 

By Mr. MAISH: Papers relating to the petitions of Martha J. 
8 and John Nichtman for pensions to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Ernestine Stevens and Thomas 
S. Rhett, administrators of the estate of W. H. Stevens, 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: Papers relating to the petitions of James 
McMullin and Michael O’Brien for pensions—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MULLER: Papers relating to the petitions of Sergeants 
Condon, Hughes, and Delaney, for increase of pay—to the Committee 
on 3 riations. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: Papers relating to the bill introduced in the 
Forty-fourth Congress, regulating the hours of labor, and for other 
purposes—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of Nancy Read, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. SCALES: Papers relating to the claim of Margaret Martin, 
for property destroyed by the United States Army—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of W. H. Thompson, collector 
internal revenue, fifth district North Carolina, to be reimbursed the 
8 taken from his deputies by robbers—to the Committee of 

aims. 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of 64 pilots on western 
and southern rivers, in service forty years and under, that the law 
be so amended as to require the appointment of one competent pilot 


in each and every board of local inspectors whose duty it is to exam- 
ine and license pilots—to the Committee on Commerce. 
By Mr. SINGLETON: Papers relating to the claim of Asbury Dick- 


ens—to the same committee, 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: Papers relating to the claim of 
Susan E. Willard for supplies furnished to and for use of property 
by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WALSH: Papers relating to the petitions of Ambrose Wel- 
len, Captain Robert C. Bramford, and Eliza Ceville, for pensions— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the petitions of Frederick Division, No. 15, 
Sons of Temperance, of the State of Maryland, and of the trustees 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Old Town, N County 
Maryland, for the use and destruction of property by the Uni 
States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: Papers relating to the petition of 
Will R. Hervey, of Louisville, Kentucky, to be reimbursed the amount 
paid by him as a United States officer on a forged check for $4,000— 
to the Committee of Claims. , 


IN SENATE. 
MONDAY, November 12, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap- 


proved. 
CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. McDONALD presented the credentials of Daniel W. Voorhees, 
Spee by the governor of the State of Indiana a Senator from 
that State to fill, until the next meeting of the ture thereof, 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of OLIVER P. Morton. 

The credentials were read; and, the oaths prescribed by law having 
been administered to Mr. VOORHEES, he took his seat in the Senate. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I am not sure that it ever hap- 
pened to me before to ask the Senate to listen to a personal explana- 
tion. A bit of newspaper enterprise has, however, come to my atten- 
tion which seems to require a word of notice. 

The New York Herald of Friday, November 9, contains three col- 


umns of matter vaguely purporting in some general sense to come 
from me. It does not literally profess to be an utterance of mine— 
it states itself to be a narrative of private conversations, and it also 
disclaims accuracy. Nevertheless it seems to have been accepted as 
something which has come to be known as an “interview.” I take 
occasion therefore to say that I have not for months held an inter- 
view for publication with any one, save only in one case, and then 
solely as to the services and usefulness here of the dead Senator from 
Indiana; in every other instance I have positively declined. I may 
add that though some of the remarks ascribed to me in the publica- 
tion in question may at some time have been made in private and 
casual conversation, others of them never proceeded from me at any 
time. The matter is of small consequence, but I feel bound to dis- 
claim the publication, not alone because of its substance in several 
respects, but because forms of expression are ascribed to me which 
seem to me quite indecorous, to say the least. Words like some of these 
would have been contrary to my sense of propriety at any time, and 
in the presence of the gratifying and splendid achievements of the 
republicans of New York, I could not be in the mood they would indi- 
cate. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

Mr. HAMLIN. I present the memorial of Frank A. Floyd and 
others, of Penobscot County, Maine, signed, I think, almost by the 
entire bar of that county, protesting against the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law. I wish to take this occasion to say that, in legal ability, 
in integrity, and in practical understanding of the operations of that 
law, Iam quite sure the opinion of no bar in the State of Maine is 
superior to theirs. I move the reference of the memorial to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the petition of John J. 
Orton, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, praying that an act of Congress be 
passed providing that the Government shall receive its legal-tender 
notes at par for all impost duties and for all other duties whatever ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. GARLAND presented the petition of Thomas M. Owen and 
others, of Arkansas, praying for the establishment of a mail route 
from Little Rock to Mount Ida, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of George T. Gould, of Mil- 
lersburgh, Kentucky, praying a donation of public lands as an endow- 
ment for a college for women in that State ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the memorial of W. A. Clark and others, 
mechanics of the city of Philadelphia, praying for the restoration of 
former on public buildings, and protesting against the viola- 
tion of the spirit of the eight-hour law; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of Daniel Smith, of Pawnee 
County, Kansas, praying for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the memorial of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the State of New York, renonse e the repeal of 
bat bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the 

udiciary. 

He also presented the memorial of Charles L. Hopkins and others, 
merchants of New York, remonstrating against the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law, praying for amendments thereto and for a commission of 
revision ; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the memorial of the Sun Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany of New York, the Mercantile Insurance Company of New York, 
the New York Mutual Insurance Company of New York, and the 
China Mutual Insurance Company of Boston, Massachusetts, in favor 
of a rehearing of the claim for the loss of the bark Caldera, and pay- 
ment for the same out of the surplus of the Chinese indemnity fund ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of the National Board of Trade, pray- 
ing an additional appropriation by Congress to remove obstructions 
in the Detroit River; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, s 

Mr. WINDOM. I present the memorial of the National Board of 
Trade in favor of the establishment of a de ent of the Govern- 
ment to be desighated the De nt of Commerce. The reasons 
are stated briefly in the memorial, and I hold in my handa bill which 
I shall take occasion to introduce at the proper time. I move the 
reference of the memorial to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HEREFORD presented the petition of W. D. Rollyson, of Brax- 
ton County, West Virginia, praying that Cages may a bill for 
his relief, granting him pay for services rendered the United States 
forces during the late war as chief of sconts in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GORDON. I present the petition of the vestry of Saint Mi- 
chael’s church, Charleston, South Carolina, praying for a rémisésion of 
the duties on bells recast in England. I wish to remark that these 
bells were donated to the colony of South Carolina long before the old 
Revolution, were seized by the British during the revolutionary war, 
and recently they have been returned to the city of Charleston by a 
merchant in England who had purchased these bells in orderto donate 
them to this church. The vestry ask for a remission of the duties on 
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them. I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. GORDON presented the petition of W. F. Hovis, of Walker 
County, Georgia, late assistant assessor of internal revenue for the 
eighteenth division of the first collection district of Georgia, praying 
for the passage of a bill by Congress granting him $594 with interest 
thereon for services rendered as assistant assessor of internal revenue 
from the Ist of October, 1865, to the Ist of February, 1866; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of James H. Glenn, of Woodville, 
Georgia, praying compensation for property taken for the public serv- 
ice after the close of the late war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, 

He also presented the petition of Guerry & Son, commercial law- 
yers, of Americus, Georgia, praying for the Ot nie of the joint resoln- 
tion of March 2, 1867, requiring an oath of lty before receiving 
bounty land; which wag Salotto to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. F. A. Timberlake, of Au- 
gosta, Georgia, praying for the introduction duty free of a monument 

or the Augusta soldiers’ cemetery; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, 

Mr. HARRIS presented the petition of Miriam L. Gager, widow of 
John Gager, praying compensation for property taken by the United 
States authorities from the navy-yard at Memphis, Tennessee, in the 
year 1863 ; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed: 


To the Senate of the United States : 


In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 30th of October, 1877, I 
have the honor to transmit herewith a statement of the annual appropriations and 
expenditures for Army aod Navy pensions, showing also the repayments, the 
amounts carried to the sarplus fund, and the net expenditures under each appro- 
priation from March 4, 1789, to June 30, 1876. 

R. B. HAYES. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
November 12, 1877. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com- 
munication from the President of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
To the Senate of the United States : 


In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the United States of the 16th of 
October, 1877, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement of the appropria- 
tions and net by the Navy Department from the 4th of March, 1789, to 


June 30, 187 
A similar statement for the War Department is being prepared as rapidly as 


the limited clerical force in the Treasur: Departennnt will pocest and when com- 
ploted will be transmitted to the Senate. 2 
YES. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
November 12, 1877. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EDMUNDS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 28) authorizing the appointment of sten- 
ographers by the judge-advocates of the several military departments, 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; which was agreed to, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WINDOM. Lask leave to introduce, without previous notice, 
a bill to establish a De ment of Commerce, and I ask its reference 
to the Ci mmittee on Commerce. I desire to say that on some suita- 
ble oceas.on, when I can consult the convenience of the Senate and 
my own, I propose to address some remarks to the Senate on the bill 
now presented. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 248) to establish a Department of Commerce; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No, 249) to amend certain sections of titles 48 
and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United States concerning com- 
merce and navigation, and the lation of steam-vessels ; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 250) for the relief of the National Bank of 
Western Arkansas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. : 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 251) for the relief Henry M. Vance and H. C. 
Chase, of Little Rock, Arkansas; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. HEREFORD asked, and by nnanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 252) for the relief of W. D. Rollyson; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
wy Affairs. 

r. HILL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 253) to refund to the State of Georgia certain 
money expended by said State for the common defense in 1777 ; which 
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was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. i 

Mr. HARRIS arr aA aaa by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 254) to amend section 764 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States and to enlarge the right of appeal in 
habeas corpus cases; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 255) for the relief of Miriam L. Gager; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ALLISON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 256) for the relief of Israel 
Yount; which was read twice by its title, and, with the papers on 
file in the case, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 257) to amend section 4200 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to the clearances of 
ships and vessels bound to foreign ports; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 258) to retrocede to the State of Florida jurisdic- 
tion over lands reserved for a dock-yard in the county of Escambia, 
in said State; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 259) to revive and extend the provisions of an act 
approved June 8, 1872, granting the right of way through the public 
lands of the United States to the Pensacola and Louisville Railroad 
Company of Alabama; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. í 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 260) for the relief of H. A. Myers; which was 
— twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 261) for the enforcement of judgments and 
decrees in other States than those where rendered or made; which 
pte ran twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 

udiciary. 

Mr. TELLER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 262) to authorize the President of the United 
States to promote and retire First Lieutenant David I. Ezekiel, of 
the Fourt iment of Infantry, United States Army; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 

Mr. CONOVER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 263) to provide for a survey of an inland 
water-route and canal from the Mississippi River to the Atlantic 
Ocean; which was read twice Bain title, and referred to the Select 
Committee on Transportation Routes to the Seaboard. t 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8. No. 264) for the relief of the heirs of General William 
Thompson, of the revolutionary war; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 265) to remit taxes of insolvent sav- 
ings-banks; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Mr. MAXEY. On the 8th instant I introduced a bill (S. No. 222) 
for the relief of Henry Warren which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. On investigation I find that it properly belongs to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs and not to the Committee on Claims. 
I move that the change of reference be made, to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. : 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. GORDON, it was 
Ordered, 1 of Samuel Noble be taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. JONES, of Florida, it was 


That the of certain citizens of Jacksonville, Florida, pra 
for an appropriation for the improvement of the Saint John’s River, be taken 
the files and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


$ RIO GRANDE FRONTIER. 
Mr. MAXEY. I offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs is hereby instructed to inquire 
into the cy and ety of a system of de ve works on the Rio 
Grande frontier of the U States; and if upon investigation the committee 
deem it expedient and proper to construct the same, they will report, by bill or 
otherwise, a plan of defensive works for said frontier and the estimated cost 
thereof, having due regard to practicability, efficiency, and economy. 

Mr. President, the object of the resolution is to secure a considera- 
tion by the Committee on Military Affairs, and afterward by the 
Senate, of the condition of the Rio Grande frontier of Texas, which 
I regret to say is lamentable. I desire to make some remarks upon 
the resolution before it is sent to the committee, and I wish to do so 
before the Army appropriation bill shall be acted apos by the Senate, 
because this raises questions which the Senate should consider in 
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their action on the Army bill; and if it will not interfere with the 
business of the Senate I would ask that at the close of the morning 
business on any early day that may be named, say Wednesday next, 


I have the privilege of the floor to address my remarks to the Senate 
on the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will go on the Calendar, 
to come up as a matter of course. 

Mr, MAXEY. I ask that the resolution be printed, and laid on the 


table. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That course will be taken. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. If it is in order, Mr. President, I would 
most respectfully ask of the Senate that I be excused from any fur- 
ther service upon the Committee on Pensions, I find it impossible 
to discharge satisfactorily to myself the duties im upon that 
committee and also those im upon the Judiciary Committee. 
The Pension Committee deals chiefly with facts in individual cases. 
The Judiciary Committee deals with questions of law, and very dif- 
cult ones at times to determine; and it is hardly necessary for me to 
say that in my judgment I can be more usefal upon the Judiciary 
Committee than anywhere else in the Senate. 

When the late Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Morton,) whose recent 
death has saddened all our hearts, informed me last spring that I 
was appointed to this committee, I remonstrated with him about it 
at the time, but he told me that if I found the labors of it could not 
be 8 compatible with the duties of the Judiciary Committee, 
he had no doubt the Senate wouldexcuse mo. It was with that view 
that I did not make the 1 at the time. I hope it may com- 
port with the views of the Senate to grant me this discharge. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois asks to be 
excused from farther service upon the Committee on Pensions. The 
Chair hears no objection, and he is excused. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I wish to ask unanimous consent of the Senate 
to be excused from service upon the Select Committee on Transporta- 
tion Routes to the Seaboard. I belong to several committees most of 
which have business more or less connected with the section of the 
country that I have the honor in part to represent, and it is more 
suitable I think that I should continue my work on those committees 
than on this. On that account, as well as for other reasons that might 
be given, I desire to be excused from service on this committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Nebraska asks to be 
excused from further service upon the Select Committee on Trans- 
portation Routes to the Seaboard. To this the Chair hears no objec- 
tion, and he is excused. 

Mr. WADLEIGH submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and a; to: 

Resolved, That the names of NEWTON Boots and B. WADLEIGH be transposed in 
the Committee on Patents; that the name of Mr. Boors may stand first on said com- 


mittee and that of Mr. W ADLEIGH second, and NEWTON BOOTH is hereby appointed 
chairman of said committee. 


LANDS ON WEST CAPITOL FRONT. 


Mr. DAWES. I ask the Senate to take up the bill (S, No. 179) to 
authorize the taking of certain parcels of land for the public use at 
the intersection of Pennsylvania and Maryland avenues on the west 
front of the Capitol grounds which was laid aside informally on 
Friday last. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It comes up in order as a matter of 
course. The bill isin the Senate, and the pending question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WHYTE. 

Mr. WHYTE, I withdraw that amendment, and in 
offer this 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Senator allow me to offer some verbal 
amendments first, if it is agreeable to him? 

Mr. WHYTE. Certainly. 

Mr. DAWES. I have prepared several amendments conforming 
the bill more to the criticisms that were offered on Friday, and making 
it better, I think. The first of these amendments is in line 5of sec- 
tion 3, after the word “application” to insert the following words: 

After due notice to, and hearing of, all parties interested in said property. 

Mr. WHYTE. I was about to offer a similar proposition but a 
little fuller than the proposition of the Senator from eee 
sonis Be will allow mo to have it read before he presses his, I would 

refer it, f 
z Mr. DAWES. Iwill hear it, 

Mr. WHYTE. I propose after the word “adopt” on the sixth line 

of section 3 to insert these words: 


B ition containing a icular description of the 
9 the pal ok A ‘and his, 


owner or owners thereof, her, or 
the same can be $ 


oe DAWES. Ido not see any objection to that if the Senator 
es it. 

Mr. WHYTE, It is a little fuller. 

Mr. DAWES. I did not hear it accurately enough to know whether 
the amendment contains an order for notice. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be reported by the 


. 
Mr. WHYTE. Iam going to offer another one right after that, 
which will cover that point. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam told it does not contain it. Then I suggest 


eu of it I 


uired, with 
PALAA AA, as far as 


that my amendment had better be adopted, and the Senator's amend- 
ment will come in well enough after that. 

Mr. WHYTE. If the Senator will allow me, I propose to offer an- 
other amendment immediately afterward, a line below after the 
waa “ adopted ” in the seventh line to strike out the word “ to” and 

rt: 


After notice to the owners of the said property either by summons or order of 

Published in the oity of Washington, to appoint five pommiesionary, eee 
n ve roc 
bf said city, who make a just and equitablo appraisement, 8 

Mr. DAWES. I shall be obliged to oppose so much of that as puts 
the fixing of the price of this land in the judgment of five commis- 
sioners. So far as it contains a provision for notice, I would not 
object to that form or mode of notice, though the form of notice 
which I have proposed strikes me as better; 975 it is all form, if 
any sone prefers one form rather than another with the same 
snbstance, I have no objection. If the Senator will allow me to get 
the matter of notice in first, he and I will discuss after that, if he 
desires, the propriety of substituting the five commissioners for the 
court. Has the Senator any objection to that method? He will seo, 
so far as notice is concerned, that if my amendment is adopted it 
will cover everything that he has in view in that respect. It is this: 

Shall, upon application, after due notice to and hearing of all parties interested 
in paid property, in such mode and under such rules and regulations as it may 

op 

I think that will cover all matter in reference to notice that any 
Senator could desire. But, still, if the Senator from Maryland is 
tenacious about his method of notice, I do not object at all. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, I am not tenac about it at all; 
but the difficulty is that the proposition of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts does not designate the mode in which the notice shall be 
given. I put it in the alternative, either by 4 summons or, in case of 
non-residents or children, by order of publication, which is the usual 
form adopted in such cases. 

Mr. DAWES.. I thought on Friday, and I think still, that if we 
provide, for instance, for the commencement of a suit of any kind 
against parties, it is hardly worth while for us to set out in the bill 
all forms of notice that it may be necessary to make, for the very 
term itself implies a notice; but still, that there may be no question, 
I think that, if the supreme court of this District is enjoined by stat- 
ute to give due notice to all parties, that would be as sufficient par- 
ticularity as would be required, so far as notice is concerned, in a 
statute. The Senator will permit me to remind him that I think it 
was Lord Bacon who said that in generalities there is safety but in 
particulars there is danger. If you undertake to prescribe that the 
court shall give notice in a particular form, it may be difficult to 
follow the mode. For instance, I have known it to be sometimes 
ordered by astatute that notice should be given in a particular news- 
paper that died before the notice got to it. It would have been a 
great deal better to give “due notice” than to insist on it that it 
should be done in a particular way. That is the reason why I pre- 
fer this general form. The court is held responsible for due notice. 
The court is required in all general statutes, probate statutes especi- 
ally, to give due notice; and what would be a proper notice to par- 
ties right here on the spot would not be “due notice” to owners of 
property who are not here, in the judgment of anybody who is fit 
to sit in a court as a judge. That is the reason why I prefer my form. 
I have no other reason. 

Mr. WHYTE. This subject, Mr. President, was one of such im- 

ce that before the States would accept the Constitution of the 

nited States fully they required certain amendments to be added 
to it, and one of those amendments was inserted for the very pur- 
pose of protecting the owners of property from its being taken by 
the Government of the United States without just compensation to 
the citizen. The language of the fifth article of the amendments is: 

Nor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation. 


That was only carrying out one of the clauses of Magna Charta, in 
which it was provided that no subject should be disseized of his prop- 
erty without just compensation, and there was always a regular law- 
ful proceeding and a writ of ad quod damnum issued and a jury sum- 
moned to assess the damages before the Government could take the 
property. It is for that very pur that I desire to hedge about 
the owners of private property with such clauses in the law author- 
izing its condemnation as will secure te each owner his right of just 
compensation. As we are about to substitute some other mode of es- 
timating the value of this property, it is a good time to establish a 
precedent; and, as we are going to seek a different mode than a jury, 
it is a good time to hedge that mode in with proper safeguards for 
the citizen. If the court is to determine this thing without a jury, 
require the court either to order a summons to be served upon the 
owners of the property or to give direction for an order of publica- 
tion, so that notice may be brought home to him. 

The amount of property involved in this proposed condemmation is 
very small; but the principle is one which we can, at this time, when 
not overcrowded with public business, properly discuss and frame a 
law which hereafter may be a model and a fact for the guidance of 
Con There ought to be some provision here as to the mode in 
which notice shall be given. Hardly any State has overlooked in its 
constitution this very provision; and although in some of the States— 
notin mine—the jury trial has been dispensed with, they always have 
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commissioners or some persons other than the judges of the court, 
(who are not sup to know much abont the valne of property or 
to be largely engaged in financial affairs,) to estimate the value of the 
property and submit that estimate to the court for its confirmation 
or rejection, 

Now, all I desire to do is to designate the kind of notice that the 
court shall give—not to leave it optional with the court to give 
notice just as it pleases—because I know that, under some of our 
treaties where we have made express provision for notice to claim- 
ants, the notice has been published in newspapers where the claim- 
ants could never possibly see it, and sothey have been excluded from 
bringing their claims before the commission. What I want to do is 
to require the court to direct a summons to be served specifically 
upon the owner, or, if he be a non-resident and not accessible to the 

rocess of the court, an order of publication, to be published in 

Vashington, in two or more newspapers in this city, so that it is 
likely that those persons interested in property in the city of Wash- 
ington will have their attention called to this process of condemna- 
tion that is about to be inaugurated in the District supreme court. 
lt is for that purpose, and that purpose only, that I object to the 
general terms used by the Senator from Massachusetts in his proposed 
amendment. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, the Senator will not understand 
me as controverting any object that he may have in view; and if he 
really thinks that a notice in a newspaper, without prescribing the 
particular newspaper and giving a chance of having it published in 
a Utah or other distant newspaper, is safer to parties than enjoining 
upon the court to give them due notice, (which means fair, proper, 

ust notice,) I shall not quarrel with the Senator about that term, 
use he and I want to do just the same thing. Ihave just as pro- 
found a reverence for that constitutional provision which the Senator 
has cited over this little corner of land as it is possible for the Sena- 
tor to have; and I had an idea that if you enjoined upon the court 
to give due notice and left it to the court to judge in each particular 
case what did make due notice, inasmuch as it all comes back to 
us, it would be quite as safe as it would be if we should allow the 
court to say, “Did you not order publication in a newspaper, and did 
we not find a little Critic here that is going around the streets sold 
for a penn ‘a and did we not put it in that newspaper!“ 

But, still, I said to the Senator that if he was tenacious of the form 
he has pro , 80 far as that feature of his amendment was con- 
cerned, I should not object to it. I do not object now if the Senator 
will separate from that the idea of commissioners, for upon the mat- 
ter of commissioners I should like to submit the views which the 
committee had; and having done so, I propose to leave the matter en- 
tirely with the Senate, But if the Senator insists npon the whole of 
his amendment, which inclades the ascertaining of the value of this 
land by five commissioners without review by the court, then I sub- 
mit that it is not worth while to trouble the court with it. The 
machinery that requires the supreme court of the District to do this 
thing is altogether unnecessary, if you submit it to five commis- 
sioners. 

I said on Friday that this bill as it comes before the Senate was 
the form that had been adopted by the United States in all the con- 
demnations of land in the District and throughout the country, and it 
never was discovered before to have been loose and nnsafe ; and it 
never has in practice resulted in anything but that the Government 
was obliged to pay more than the land was worth, often twice as 
much ; and such will be the result, I warned the Senate on Friday, in 
this case. But it is proper, as the Senator from Maryland says, to 
guard the rights of every individual. If he means by his amendment 
to set up as conclusive the judgment of five men to be appointed by 


this court, I submit that it is better for us to refer it to the court to | j 


ascertain the value according to the best methods the court may ado 
and they will do just as they did in regard to the squares east of the 
Capitol; they will appoint commissioners to ascertain and report to 
the court, and then the court will revise the judgment of the commis- 
sioners. If the United States feel agericved, or if the party feels 
aggrieved, there is a rehearing; and although the award scems to 
be in form the judgment of the court, it is in reality their judg- 
ment, informed, assisted, and aided by the commissioners. That was 
one of the reasons why the committee preferred to adopt the old 
method, and reported this bill in the form it is. 

For these reasous I shall be opposed to surrendering, without review 
and conclusively upon the United States, to any five commissioners 
in advance. I would rather take their judgment reported to the court 
and reviewed by the court if either party desired, so that the final 
judgment of value should be the judgment of the court rather than 
the conelusive judgment of five commissioners. As to the form of 
notice, I have no choice. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, which will be read for the infor- 
mation of the Senate. 

The CHIEF CLERK. After the word “application,” on line 5 of sec- 
tion 3, it is proposed to insert: 

After due notice to, and hearing of, all parties interested in said property. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Maryland offer 
his proposition as a substitute for this? 


Mr. DAWES. I am not going to contend with the Senator. Iam 


willing myself, if it meets the judgment of the Senate, to take the 
form that the Senator has Aip kos tot he and I are trying to make 
the best possible bill to accomplish the same end. 

Mr. WHYTE. I should like to take the sense of the Senate on the 
language which I have proposed, as a first amendment; and it will 
not interfere with the proposition of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
Before the vote is taken on his proposition, I should like to offer this 
to come in after the word “Columbia,” on line 3 of section 3: 

tion containing a cular description of the ui th 
2323 of the 8 —— thereof, aa his, her, or t ord Bats hiiit: far 
as the same can be ascertained. 


Mr. DAWES. I hope that will be adopted. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to this amendment? 
The Chair hears none, and it is agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. Now does the Senator insist on his form for the 


other ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Ipreferit. It is the form used in the States. 

Mr. DAWES. ell, I have no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Maryland is accepted by the Senator from Massachusetts. 
It will be reported for the information of the Senate. 

The CHIEF CLERK. After the word “adopt,” in line 6 of section 3, 
it is proposed to insert the following words: 

After notice to the owners of the said property either by summons or order of 

ublication once a week for four successive weeks in one or more newspapers pub- 
in the city of Was 


Mr. DAWES. I trust that will be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WHYTE. Now I would ask ag Sevres the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, what objection there can to inserting in this bill the 
requirement upon the part of the court to appoint five commissioners 
to make an estimate subject to the ratification of the court ? 

Mr. DAWES. Iam entirely content with that. 

Mr. WHYTE. Then that covers all the objections I have. 

Mr. DAWES. I am entirely content with that, If the Senator 
has that in form, I hope he will offer it. 

Mr. WHYTE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BECK. I should like to ask the Senator from Massachusetts a 
question. Under the provision at the close of section 3: “ and inall 
such appraisements both damages as well as betterments shall be 
taken into consideration,” I ask him whether the commissioners, if 
they believed the residue of the owner's property would be benefited 
to an extent greater than the damage done in taking the portion con- 
demned, would have the right to take his land for nothing? Itseems 
to me so under this langnage. 

Mr. DAWES. I was going to offer an amendment at that point, 
but I do not know that the amendment would throw any light on the 


1 of the Senator. 
Mr. BECK. My idea is that we have no right to take the land, 
even if it is improved beyond the amount of the damage, without 
paying just compensation for the property. 
Mr. DAWES. If the Senator will postpone his interrogatory until 
we get down to that section, I shall be obliged to him. 
r. WHYTE. I propose now, after the word “adopt” in line 6 of 
section 3, to insert 
Shall appoint five commissioners, frecholders of the District of Columbia, to 
make a just and equitable appraisement. 
And then at the close of the section to add— 
Which appraisement shall be subject to confirmation by said court. 
Mr. DAWES. Does that mean that it may be rejected ? 
Mr. WHYTE. Yes, sir; or put in the words “or rejection” or “sub- 
ect to rat. fication.” 
Mr. DAWES. Very well. The idea of the Senator is a good one, 
and I know the Senator will por it in the best possible form, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be reported for the 
information of the Senate. 
The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to insert after the word “adopt” 
in line 6 of section 3: 
Shall appoint five commissioners, freeholders of the District of Columbia. 
The amendment was 
Mr. WHYTE. Now th 
tion : 1 
Which said appraisement shall be subject to ratification by said court. 


Mr. MATTHEWS. Before that amendment is agreed to finally, I 
beg to suggest that its present language seems to exclude the power 
of the court to set it aside and to make a new appraisement. I think 
the whole matter of the appraisement ought to be subject to what- 
ever action the court may see fit to take, whether to approve or 
whether to reject and order a new appraisement. I submit that to 
the Senator. 

Mr. WHYTE. That is the object of the amendment, and we sup- 
posed the language in the amendment covered just that case and 
allowed the court to reject and re-appoint other commissioners and 
ratify their report. 

The amendment was a; to. 

Mr. DAWES. I propose, in the eleventh line of section 3, to strike 
out the word “ betterments,” and insert in place of it “all benefits 
and advantages ;” and perhaps there is no objection to having the 


to. 
will come in at the close of the third sec- 
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phrase ‘‘betterments” in also, I will state my idea about the inter- 
rogatory put by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Becx.] I do not 
see that in a fair use of the term “damage” it is not absolutely neces- 
sary to take the thing as a whole. There cannot be any real ascertain- 
ment of actual damage that does not take into consideration the 
advantages resulting. The actual damage which the proceeding in- 
volves cannot be arrived at without taking into consideration the 
condition the man is left in after it is done. f 

I knów that wo can reduce to very fine points our abstract reason- 
ing and that we can take a man’s property and say he is better off 
without it than with it sometimes; but here is a portion to be taken 
of a given lot. How is the damage to the owner to be ascertained ! 
I do not know what are the laws of Kentucky; they make highways 
there I know and good ones, and they take private property for pub- 
lic uses there, and I sup they have there, just as they have inall 
the States of which I have any knowledge, some provision which has 
this idea; and if they have it carries the idea which this bill has in it. 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator will allow me, I wish to say that all the 
provisions in Kentucky and elsewhere as far as I know them are that 
the man whose land is taken is entitled to the actual value of the 
land so taken, regardless of any benefit to him from the improvement 
for which it is taken; but in estimating the damages beyond the 
value of the land, it is proper to consider the advantages as well as 
the nap bus I see no provision in this bill ie oe oa that the 
owner shall be paid for the actual value of the land. Damages and 
improvements outside of the value may be considered, but not to pre- 
vent him getting the actual value of the land taken. 

Mr. DAWES. If we come down to fine points, how can the value 
to him of the land taken be ascertained without taking into consid- 
eration the benefits that the taking of this portion of it from him is 
to him? If it enhances the value of what is left twofold to take 
this t of it, then the damage to him by no refinement of reasonin 
can be as much as it would be if there was no advantage to him, 
would not establish a precedent that would by any possibility do 
wrong to any of these owners, but I do not see how it would myself. 

Mr. BECK. I think it is very easy to ascertain, wholly regardless 
of this proceeding, what the quantity of land taken is worth if proper 
application is made, And just here I desire to say that while per- 
haps this bill is in accordance with precedent, it would be far better 
if the Senate of the United States should commit it to the Judiciary 
Committee and direct a bill to be prepared authorizing the Secretary 
of the Interior to apply to the supreme court of the District of Colum- 
bia for a writ of ad quod damnum, and that a jury shonld be called 
to take the private property of a man for public use, I have no 
doubt it can be done by commissioners under the rulings of some of 
the courts, but it is not a good precedent to establish ; and when the 
proper time comes I pro to test the sense of the Senate by moving 
a reference to the Committee on the Judiciary to pre a bill look- 
ing to a writ of ad quod damnum before a jury of freeholders. 

Mr. DAWES. Ifthe Senator will wait until I get this bill in as 
good shape as I can, I will trust it to its fate. This is my first experi- 
ment; and I should be quite glad to have the Senate take it off the 
hands of the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and turn 
it over to the Judiciary Committee; but I should like tò get it, in 
the light of the discussion, in as good a shape as I can before it 

anywhere; therefore I ask for a vote on this phraseology. 

Mr. WHYTE. Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me to 
suggest to him that probably this bill has been copied from some other 
bill, i that the word betterments” has evidently been incorrectly 


Mr. DAWES. I have an amendment pending on that point. 

Mr. WHYTE, The idea probably was to use the word “ benefits,” 
and not the word “ betterments,” which merely means the improve- 
ments or the buildings on the land. 

Mr. DAWES. I have that word in this amendment. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me 
to suggest that I think the bill will be improved by leaving out the 
entire clause which constitutes the last member of the last sentence 
of the third section—the words “ and in all such appraisements both 
damages as well as betterments shall be taken into consideration ;” 
for the reason that the previous part of the section requires the ap 

raisement and compensation to be made of the cash value of each 
nterest taken. Now, if the cash value of the interest taken is paid 
for, it seems to me the has that “just compensation” which the 
Constitution requires. If the whole of his pray is taken, he can ask 
no more than its cash value. If a part of the property is taken and 
he is paid the cash value of the interest taken, that necessarily, it seems 
to me, involves the cash value of the actual property taken as well 
as whatever injury accrues, by taking that part of it, to the remainder; 
so that in either event (and the alternative embraces every possible 
case) the words “ cash value of the interest taken” embrace all that 
a party has a right to ask any compensation for. I think therefore 
the bill will be improved by leaving out those words which seem to 
lay down a rule for the estimate of the damage. 
. MORRILL. Mr. President, certainly the words here, as pro- 
pase to be amended by the chairman of the Committee on Public 
uildings and Grounds, can do no harm. These several lots, in the 
opinion of many judicious persons, will be worth more after the 
nited States have taken what they require than they are now as a 


whole. That corner will be a circle directly in front of the Capitol, 
and will be most desirable for future improvements; and when tho 
word “ betterments” is stricken out and the words “ benefits and 
advan ” are i the clause certainly can do no harm. I 
trust, therefore, that we shall not consume any time about what all 
desire to have done, that both the and the advantages shall 
be taken into consideration by the men who are to appraise t lots. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Massachusetts, which he will please state 


again. 
Mr. DAWES. Strike out the word “ betterments” and insert “ all 
benefits and advantages.” 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on this amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. DAWES. I propose to amend, in section 4, line 4, after the 
word “respectively,” by inserting— ` 
Or to such person as shall be authorized to receive the same for any such owner. 


So that if there are minors under 38 or others under dis- 
ability, the guardian or other lawful person may receive the money. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. In the twelfth line of that section I move to insert 
“or such person authorized as aforesaid;” which is the same thing in 
another place. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WHYTE. The assessed value of this property, according to the 
statement made by the chairman of the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, is a little over $25,000. It is probably a low esti- 
mate being an assessment. I like when public money is voted away 
that we should know exactly how much we are voting. At all events 
we should have some limit beyond which it cannot go, and therefore 
I desire to offer an amendment to come in at the close of section 6, in 
these words: 

Provided, The same shall not exceed the sum of $30,000. 


Mr. MORRILL. Of course that may operate to entirely prevent 
the obtainment of these pieces of property. The appraisal shows that 
they are 8 at a very low rate, and not far exceeding the amount 
named by the Senator from Maryland; but, at the same time, if tive 
men under oath show us that the land is worth $500 or $1,000 more, 
whatever sum they may ny it is worth, I take it the United States 
will be disposed to pay. I hope, therefore, the amendment of the 
Senator from Maryland will not prevail, because I would regard it in 
effect the same as a defeat of the bill. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, I have no objection to any specific 
amount, but really I do not think we ought to vote away the public 
money without ifying how much of the public money we are go- 
ing to vote. This is only $30,000 or $40,000, but it might be a million. 
The bill ought to contain some sum within which the Secretary of the 
Interior will be circumscribed. That is all. Put $40,000 or $50,000, 
if you will; so that when we vote we do not vote a general power to 
pay out of the public Treasury whatever amount may be assessed for 


property. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I do not see how we can vote very understand- 
ingly on the amendment proposed by the Senator from Maryland. If 
the object of this bill is actually proper and necessary, then we have 
provided a mode for ascertaining the value of propecty to be taken by 
the appointmeut of commissioners or appraisers to determine what 
the value may be. It . it may be $10,000, or $100,000 ; 
but I do not see how the Senate is to determine what shall be paid, 
in advance of the appraisement, for that property. It is to be pre- 
sumed that the parties appointed by the court to make the valuation 
of the property will put a just estimate on it. Therefore, I cannot 
vote intelligently for the amendment of the Senator from Maryland. 
Mr, MORRIL And I would suggest to the Senator from Dela- 
ware also that if it is placed at a higher sum than what its real value 
is, these appraisers would consider themselves authorized to go to the 
full amount of what the judgment of the Senate appeared to be. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I will say further that there are features of this 
bill I do not approve of. There is a provision here for taking by con- 
demnation the property of private individuals, simply by the deter- 
mination of persons appointed by the court, they having no voice in 
reference to the parties who shall appraise and put an estimate on 
their property, and there is no provision in the bill securing them a 
right of appeal from the decision of the appraisers. Now, I believe 
that in the acquisition of property by condemnation, the right ought 
to be secured to every private individual whose property is taken for 
ublic use, to appeal to some tribunal as the ultimate tribanal where 
e can be hi and his rights determined. I am therefore not in 
favor of the provisions of this bill. The property here to be acquired 
is of small value comparatively, I understan ut notwithstanding, 
this bill contains the principle of the acquisition of property without 
securing the owner the right of appeal from the — of the ap- 
praisers appointed to condemn it. In principle, therefore, it is wrong; 
and I hope the Senator having charge of this bill will consent to defer 
the vote on the bill until he, or some one else, can put it in ashape to 
secure to private individuals whose property is taken the right of ap- 
al to an ulterior tribunal from the judgment of the appraisers. If 
it will meet the view of the Senator from Massachusetts, who has 
charge of the bill, I hope that it may go over until to-morrow that 
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some provision may be incorporated in it securing the right of appeal 
from the judgment of the appraisers. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I had some experience in the other 
branch with an idea that it was specially necessary to guard the 
rights of the owners of property, and that experience has ht me 
that it is the rights of the United States that, in practice, in fact, 
need the strictest guard on all such occasions. I do not think there 
ever was an instance in the history of the United States—at least it 
has not been recorded where I have seen it—where the United States 


did not pay twice what the property taken was worth, and I expect 
thoy will pay twice what this property is worth. If they are not 
willi 


sy Md take with that expectation, then you should reject this 
you are willing to go through that narrow strait (to which 
the straits of Magellan are nothing in comparison for peril to life and 
to limb) for the rest of the century, well and good; but the United 
States are obliged to pay for this land; it is wise that they should 

y for it. The Constitution requires them to pay all that it is worth. 
1 experience tells us that we shall have to pay twice what it 
is worth, and I expect that result. We have provided that in the 
first instance five disinterested freeholders under oath, appointed 
by the supreme court of the District of Columbia out of all influence 
of party or otherwise, shall say what it is worth. They are to report 
to the court. If either party is 8 he can signify it to the 
court and have a rehearing, and then the matter is to be referred 
back to this commission or to a new commission and they are to re- 
port in until we epee to actual justice as near as can be, in 
the judgment both of the land-owners and of the United States. 
Then we propose to take it and pay the money for it, whatever that 
result may be. 

I do not quite 1 5 with Senators who think that this is one of 
those proceedings that the Constitution requires shall be submitted 
to a jury. I used to think so, but I have got over that. I do not 
think it is required to be submitted toa jury; and not being required 
to be submitted to a jary, it is of all things the last that should be. 
I hope, therefore, the bill may pass as it is and that we may not de- 
part from the old mode of doing this thing. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 12 
posed by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WIVIE, ] which will be 
re ate 


. MORRILL. I hope the Senator from Maryland will withdraw 
that amendment. 
The CHIEF CLERK. At the end of the sixth section it is proposed 
to insert: 
Provided, The same shall not exceed the sum of $30,000. 


The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DAWES. Before passing any farther, if the Senator from Mar 
land will indicate the right place, I should like to have the words 
7 under oath” inserted in the clause relative to the five commis- 
sioners. 

Mr. WHYTE. After the word “make,” in line 6, insert “under 
oath;” so as to read: 


To make under oath a just and equitable appraisement, &. 


The amendment was to. 

Mr. BAILEY. I offer this amendment as an addition to the third 
section : 

And if any one of the owners shall not be contented with the sum syarat7 the 
commissioners to him for the land taken from him, he shall have the right to 
ex thereto, and thereupon the court shall submit the question of compensation 
ury of the country. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope that will not be adopted. It willinvolve the 
United States in a very serious sum of money, I am sure. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The ore is on amendment offered 
. BAILEY. 


bill. 


by the Senator from Tennessee 
The amendment was rejec 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. SARGENT submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the of the Navy be instructed to inf the Senat 
whether the riprap ps! Bool 1493 ot tha 4 


ae 1494 Revised Statutes of the United 
States, providing that no officer of the Navy, except in the case therein named 
shall be promoted to a higher o until. bu has been examined a 

naval surgeons and 


3 qualifled to 


are convened an 


judgment of the Secretary such boards strictly their duties under such 
sections ; or if further legislation is necessary protect the active list of the 
Navy from promotions of officers physically unfit for duty at sea. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate now proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business, After thirty minutes spent in execu- 
tive session the doors were re-opened, and (at two o’clock p. m.) the 
Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, November 12, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clockm. Prayer by Rev. Davin WILLS, 
D. D., of Washington, District of Columbia. 
The Journal of Saturday was read. 


CORRECTION. 


Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I notice in the proceedings of 
Saturday that on the motion to adjourn I am recorded as not voting. 
I was present at the time in my seat and voted “ no.” 

The SPEAKER. The correction will be made. 

The Journal was then approved. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 


Mr. ATKINS. I ask, Mr. Speaker, as a matter of privilege, before 
going to the regular business of the day, to have read the paper which 

send up to the Clerk’s desk. 

There was no objection, and the Clerk read as follows: 


[Copy of telegram No, I.] 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, November 7, 1877. 
To General E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant- 


General United States Army: 

Iam directed to request the utant-General to be good enough to furnish, to 
the best of his ability, pel nedr y or otherwise, the probable number of enlisted 
men on the rolls of the Army on the lst November, 1577. 

ROBERT J. STEVENS, 
Clerk Committee on Appropriations. 

Official: 
THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
[Copy of telegram No. 2) 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

i Washington, D. C., November 7, 1877. 
Chairman Committee on Appropriations House Representatives : 


Referring to asking that committee be furnished, by estimate or other- 
wise, probable number of enlisted men on rolls November Ist, I find number taken 
from t returns Lo be twenty-one thonsand nine h and two, 


undred W. 7 ) 
This is an increase since tel of October 36 of five hundred and thirty-nine 
(539) and results from returns received since then in the increase. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant-G l 


cial: 
THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, N 
Mr. ATKINS. Now let the Clerk read the indorsement. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
WAR DerarTMENT, ADJUTANT-GESERAL’S OFFICE, 
November 12, 1877. 
Official copies respectfully furnished the Honorable J. D. C. Arxixs, chairman 
Committee 5 House of Roureseutaliven 8 
e in the War Department telegraph-office states that office has the 


The 
check 0 at the Capitol for the pt there of the of Novem- 
ber 7, „ No. 2. 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant- 5 

Mr. ATKINS. It is proper for me to say I called the operator to my 
desk two days ago and he said that he gave no such receipt. He 
utterly denies he gave any such receipt or received any such dispatch. 
He reiterates what he said the other day. I thought it due to the 
Adjutant-General as well as to the operator and to the House to make 
this statement. 

SMOKING IN THE HALL. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to direct the attention of the 
House to a portion of Rule 65, complaint having come to him repeat- 
edly during the session, and again this morning on the same subject. 
e Clerk read as follows : 

Smoking is prohibited within the bar of the House or gallery, 


The SPEAKER. Gentlemen desiring to smoke during the pendency 
of public business will be kind enough to do so elsewhere than in the 
of the House. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. ATKINS. I now demand the r order. : 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business is the considera- 
tion of the Army appropriation bill reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union on Saturday last with sundry 
amendments. The amendments will be read in their order. 

The Clerk read the first amendment, as follows: 

Strike out the following, (being all after the word “dollars,” in line 11, to and 
including the word “expired,” in line 21 :) ‘ 

And no money ee by this act shall at 5 for recruiting the Army 
beyond the number of enlisted men, including scouts and hospital stew- 

actually on the Army rolls on the Ist day of November, A. D. 1877. Nothing, 
however, in this act shall be construed to prevent enlistments for the Signal Serv- 
ice, which shall hereafter be maintained, as 3 and as provided by 


law, with a force of enlisted men not exceeding four hundred, after present terms 
of enlistment have expired. s 


Mr. ATKINS. I move that amendment be concurred in. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment was concurred in; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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The Clerk read the second amendment, as follows: 
After the words, in lines 10 and 11, “for „ and transporta- 


tion of recruits, $75,000,” insert the following stricken out by 

1 this act shall be paid for recruiting the Arm 
nd no mone; sl ‘or ng 

beyond the sa oga enlisted pg including Indian scouts and tal ariari 


s 33 — em: at ocr 2 eg in the _ pees the sear yer . 

i necessary for arpose, and no fur- 
8 nothing 23 3 shall authorize an . any cavalry com- 
pany beyond the number of one hundred, as now authorized by law: ided, That 
Pothing herein contained shall authori the reeruiting of the Army beyond twenty - 
five thousand men. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move the House concur in that amendment, 

Mr. MILLS. I demand a division. 

The Honse divided; and there were—ayes 32, noes 151. 

So the amendment was non-conc in. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was to. 

The Clerk read the third amendment, as follows: 

In the paragraph relating to the Pay Department, strike out in lines 40 and 41 
the words “and for e on letters and packages received and sent by officers 
of the Army on public service.” 

Mr. ATKINS. I move the House concur in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment was concurred in; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was to. 

The Clerk read the fourth amendment, as follows: 

In the paragraph relating to purchase of horses for cavalry and artillery, &o., 
5 after the w „provided.“ in line 102, to the end of the paragraph, 

ows 
That cavalty regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, 
and kept as n as practicable at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry 
shall be aeg ge in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontiers of Texas. 

And insert the following : 

That a force of four cavalry fen era shall be recruited to one hundred men in 


actually on the Army rolls on the Ist baw November, 1877, except for the cav- 
ve! 
1l 


: T 
recruiting the number of men on the Army rolls, including 
hospital stewards, beyond twenty thousand men, of whom four full cavalry regi- 
ments shall be kept in service on the Mexican fron’ n Texas. 


Mr. ATKINS. I move the House concur in that amendment, 

Mr. CONGER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 133, nays 127, not voting 30; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akins, Banning, Bell, Benedict, Bicknell, Blackburn, 


Bland, Blount, Boone, Bou ngon Brogden, Bagman C ne John W, Cald- 
balmers, Alv; 
Missouri, Ol, Cobb, Col 


ell, W. P; well, Candler, 

Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, jr., of lymer, 
x, Cravens, Crittenden, Culberson, Cutler, Davidson, Joseph 
Dickey, Durham, Eden, Eickhoff, Elam, Ellis, John H. Evins, 
Tawy; y, Franklin, Fuller, Garth, Gause, Gibson, Glover, 
Goode, Gunter, Hamilton, Hardenbergh, Henry È. Harris, John T. arse gE pans 
Hartrid atcher, Henkle, Hi „H . Hewitt, 
Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Hooker, House, Hunton, k Jones, James Taylor 
Jones, Kimmel, 1 2 Ligon, Lockwood, Luttrell, Lynde, 
Mackey, Martin, ham, MoKenzie, McMahon, Morgan, Morrison, Morse, 
Muldrow, Muller, Potter, re, Reilly, Americus V. 
Rice, Riddle, Robbins, Robertson, Ross, y, Singleton, Slemons, Will- 
iam E. Smith, Sparks, Springer, Steele, Stenger, Stephen Swann, Throckmor- 
ton, Richard W. Townshend, Turner, Turney, BL ny Md er, Waddell, Walker, 
Walsh, Warner, Jere N. W. s, Albert S. Willis, Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, 
Wood, Wright, 2 and Young—133. 


NAYS—Messrs. rich, Bacon, Bagley, John H. Baker, Ballou, Banks, Bayne, 
8 Brentano, Brewer, wne, Burchard, Burdick, Butler, 
Cain, C. D, well, Chittenden, Cleflin, Rush Clark 


s, Camp, Campbell, 
r, Jacob D. Cox, Crapo, Commings, Danford, Darrall, Horace Davis, 
pason l Fer goes Eames, Elisw: tt, 4 Henson Erens, James L. 

v oster, Freeman, e, Gardner, e ii Hanna, 
Haskell, Hevea: Hendan ‘Henderson, eor Hubbell, hen Srs A Hungerford, 
orgensen, Joyce, Keifer, eniT, Cock 


eco, Page, e, Philli 
"Randolph Reed, William W. Rice, Milton 
hleicher, 

art, 


Amos Townsend rtin I. To + 

1 White, Michael D. White, Willets, Charles G. Williams, 
an ren—127. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. William H. Baker, 
Bundy, Dougles, Dwight, Hale, Harmer, in W. 
Kenna, Manni Money, O'Neill, 55 Pound, Roberts. 
Sayler, Smalis, th: Tucker, Whitthorne, Alpheus 8. W 
Williams, and James 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

2 the call of the roll the following 1 took place: 

Mr. YOUNG. I desire to say that Mr. Money, of Mississippi, is 
absent on important business. 

Mr. HU N. My coll e, Mr. TUCKER, is paired with Mr. HALE, 
of Maine. If present, Mr. cker would vote “ ay.” 

. HARRISON. Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware, has been suddenly 
called to the bedside of his brother, in Philadelphia, who has been 
stricken with paralysis. 

Mr. BLAIR. On this question and on all questions relating to this 
bill I am paired with Mr. ROBERTS, of Maryland, who, if present, 
would vote “ay” and I should vote “no.” 


S. Robinson, Ryan, Sampson, 


tow. 

Watson, Which, 

Williams, 
Blair, B h 

Bliss, Bragg, Bright, 


Iton, James, 
D. Robinson, 
Andrew 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York. Iam 
league, Mr. Briss, is paired with Mr. HARMER, of Pennsylvania. If 
Mr. HARMER 


requested to state that my col- 


present, Mr. Bliss would vote “ay” and Mr. 
no. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I am paired with Mr. Money, of Mississippi. If 

resent, he wonld vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. On this question I am paired 
with Mr. PHELPS, of Connecticut. If he were present, he would vote 
“ay” and I should vote “no.” * 

aired with Mr. WHIT- 


Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I am 
THORNE, of Tenn who is absent from the House on account of 
sickness, If present, he would vote “ay” and I should vote “ no.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. I desire to withdraw my vote. I 
am paired with Mr. Kenna, of West Virginia. If present, he would 
vote “ay” and I should vote “no,” 

Mr. SAYLER. I was not in the House until the close of the roll- 
eall and ask unanimous consent that my vote may be recorded. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection the gentleman will be 
allowed to vote. 

Mr. SAYLER. I vote “ay.” 

Mr. EWING. My colleague from Ohio, Mr. SouTHarn, is detained 
in New Jersey by the very severe illness of a member of his family. 

Mr. CONGER. I rose to object to the vote given by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER.] I ask if that gentleman wasin the House 
when the last name on the roll was call 

Mr.CLYMER. The gentleman from Ohio stated that he was not. 

Mr. WADDELL. He stated he was not and asked unanimous con- 
sent to be permitted to vote. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I object to his vote being recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michi was late in rising 
to object. The Chair, however, will recognize him if he rose for that 
purpose. 

Mr. BANKS. The gentleman from Michigan certainly was not late. 
He rose and I rose to make the objection, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will not take any advan of the 
gentleman. The vote of the gentleman from Ohio being objected to, 
it will not be recorded. 

Mr. POUND. I desire to say that upon all political subjects I am 
paired with my colleague from Wisconsin, Mr. BRAGG. I have 
voted upon this subject, but I do not desire to be open to the charge 
of having violated the pair. 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter for the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin and the friends of his colleague who have charge of his pair to 
determine. 

Mr. CLYMER. This is a political question, of course. 

Mr. POUND. I believe I will it as a political question. I 
therefore ask that my vote be not counted. 

Mr. CONGER. Lobjected to the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Say - 
LER, recording his vote, because I thought the vote was very close, 
aud his vote might carry the amendment. I withdraw the objection 
now becanse it would not accomplish what I intended. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan withdraws his 
objection to the vote of the gentleman from Ohio being recorded. Is 
there further objection f 

Mr. SAYLER. I decline to accept the gentleman’s courtesy. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman is at liberty to decline. 

Mr. KNOTT. I desire to submit to the Chair the point that a rule 
which seems to deprive a gentleman of the right to vote unless he is 
within the bar of the House before the last name on the roll is called 
is in contravention of the Constitution of the United States. I sub- 
mit that this House has not the right by rale to deprive any Repre- 
sentative of the right to cast his vote at any time before the result 
is announced. 

Ao CLYMER. Let that be considered by the Committee on the 
ules, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would himself lean to the Constitu- 
tion. The rule stands there, and the Speaker is placed here to admin- 
ister the rules; unless, of course, they are in conflict with the 
Constitution of the United States. In all his former decisions the 

resent occupant of the chair has always decided in favor of the 
Constitution as against any rule that interfered with it. 

Mr. KNOTT. I make the point that the rule is in conflict with the 
Constitution. 

The SPEAKER. Whenever the case arises and a decision is re- 
quired of the present occupant of the chair, he would take it into 
consideration and give a decision after due reflection. 

Mr. CONGER. 1 suppose the Chair will admit that the objection 
rey been taken without opposition or without objection universally 

or years. 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONGER. It is nothing new to make this objection. 

The SPEAKER. There has been acontroversy as to what that rule 
meant; whether it meant that a member must be in the House before 
the last name on the roll was called or whether he must be in the 
House during the time of the calling of any name. The impression 
of the Chair is that the construction of the rule there should be the 
widest latitude, and that a gentleman might yote even under this rule 
if he was in the Honse at any time during the call of the names. 

Mr. CONGER. I believe that has been the construction of it hith- 
erto. 
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Mr. GARFIELD. Will the Chair please repeat his closing words? 
I did not hear them distinctly. 

The SPEAKER, The statement of the Chair is that if called upon 
to decide he would construe the rule so that a member who was 


within the bar during any portion of the time of the calling of the roll 
should have the right to vote at the end of the roll-call ; for example, 
he might be called out momentarily and be absent when his name was 
called, and might lose his right if he happened to stay out beyond 
the time of the completing of the roll-call. 

Mr. GARFIELD, I would like to inquire whether that decision 
would not include cases where a scattering call is being made, after 


the regular call is over? 

The SPEAKER. Where agentleman has not been within the Hall 
at all during the roll-call and comes in before the announcement of 
the vote, then the rule prevents him from bie 

Mr, GARFIELD. If the Chair will allow me, I want to say a single 
word about the constitutional point. 

Mr. ATKINS. Is this discussion in order during the roll-call 7 

The SPEAKER. The roll-call has been completed and a gentleman 
was asking the right to vote, and the Chair permitted the ussion 

e ee the Chair thinks this a vital question, involving, 
5 t does, the privilege of N to vote; and the Chair wo 
like to have read a portion of Rule 

The Clerk read as follows: 

When the roll- call is compl the ker shall state that any member o 
to voto doos ao upon tho aserane that h pred LS as SA PA erg oe bay NE IAE BA 
on the roll was called ; however, That 5 who is absent by leave 
of the House may vote at any time before the reault is announced. 


The SPEAKER. The vote on concurring in the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee of the Whole is yeas 133, nays 127. 

So the amendment was concurred in, 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendment 
was concurred in; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 

The Clerk read the fifth ‘amendment, as follows : 

Add to the paragraph relating to the Medical Department (lines 152 to 156) the 


i That the heads of the several Exeontive De ts are hereby an- 
thorized to detail for temporary service in the Surgeon eral's Office, to be em- 
3 in furnishing information called for by the Commissioner of Pensions, clerks 

ch Departments or any of them, whenever practicable. 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask that the House concur in that amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote which the amend- 
ment was concurred in; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. ` 

The latter motion was 

The Clerk read the sixth sete RESY as follows: 

Add to the bill the followi: 


Sc. 2, That now and . no officer selected, detailed, or Wong Pre to duty 
upon the staff of, or as aid to, any general officer, or upon any other duty whatso- 


ar shall be entitled to or receive any additional rank, pay, or allowance by reason 
of such u, d — pedan bg br tog AS" aiea eee hi ws in conflict 
with the provisions of section are hereby repealed. 


Mr. ATKINS. I ask that the House concur in that amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. On that amendment I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 123, nays 129, not 
voting 38 ; as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. — Atki — Econ dell un . Ge Bland, Blount, 
Boone, Bouck, Bridges, ald well, W. P. Cald- 
aoe Candler, Choliners AI vah A. Clark, 7035 1 B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Clymer, 
Cobb, Cole, Collins, Covert, Samuel S. Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Calberson, ( Cutler, 
Davidson, Ji h J. Davis, Dibrell, Dickey, Douglas, Durham, Eden, lam, Ellis, 
John H. Evins, Ewing, ‘ag Finley, Fo —.— ye Fuller, Garth. Ganse, Gibson, 
Glover, Goode, Gunter, 75 Honry R. 

Hartzell, Hatcher, Henkle, ene it 


a it 
“Sr Ker, Reede, Stenger, Throckm W. Tow = th 
noe. “ee Seo ad = ell, Walker, ° a oes Warner, Jere N. 2 

‘eatos, an: 
NAYS M essrs, Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley, John H. Baker, Ballou, Banks, Bisbee, 
8 Boyd. — Brewer, Browne, Burchard, Burdick Cain, 
kins, Camp, inant Clark, 55 meen B. Clarke 


5 ungerford. Hunter. Ti Tttner, John 8. 
tley, Kelle x Koitan lia 
M 00 zor, Lapham, Tatin hell, e Mulier, Nea I Nor. 


siaip, Miis oe ing lar Potter, 
ndolph, Reo Reed, William W. . iiion Robin: | re 
1 A. as = Sit 
burg! 

i 'ownsend, M; 
Welch Micha Michael D. r= Bite Wille Charles G. 


chard Williams, Albert 
8. Willis, he es A. W Wood, and Wren—129 
NOT VOTING—Messra. sites H. Baker, Bayne, Beebe, ee, Bragg 
1 Butler, Chittenden, Dwight, a James L.E 
pa arris, tone Sa m, 3 James, 8 one saan 
Neill, Phelps, Pound, Roi D. Robinson, Sayler, Schleicher, Smal! 
Southard, Stephens, Sree Tt Tack Harry White, Whi Alpheus S. Will- 
Andrew Williams, and Jam 


So the amendment was not concurred in. 

During the ee the following announcements were made: 

Mr, IAMS, of Michi am paired with Mr. Kenna. If 
he were present, he 8 vote “ay” and I should vote “ no.” 

Mr. B Iam paired Vol pes this question with Mr. ROBERTS. 
If 9 would vote“ and I should vote “ no.“ 

ILL. Iam upon this question with Mr. MONEY. 
If present, he would vote “ay” and I should vote “no.” 

r. FRYE. My colleague, Mr. HALE, is paired noe this question 
with Mr. Tucker. If my colleague were present, he would vote 
“no, 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I am paired upon this question with Mr. 
STEPHENS, of Georgia. If he were present, he would vote “ay” and 
I should vote “no, 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I am paired upon this question 
with Mr. PHELPS. If he were present, he would vote “ay” and I 
should vote “ no.” 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I am paired upon this question 
with Mr. WHITTHORNE. If he were present, he would vote “ ay” and 
: Me. POUND. “Regardin his litical ion, I 

t as a political question, I announce 
my pair with my coll 3 BRAGG. If he were present, he would 
vote “ay” and I should vote “ no.” 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The bill was then ordered to be en and read a third time; 
and bein, 7 it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. ATK moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
ordered to be en and read the third time; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was to. 

. I call the previous question on the final passage of 

0 

ae revious question was seconded and the 1 0 question ordered. 

TKINS. Ishall not avail myself of the privilege which the 
rule papal me of addressing the Honse for an houron this question. 
I think the question has been sufficiently discussed already. I yield 
to the 3 from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] for a few minutes. 

IELD. I have no desire on my own account to say any- 
thing upon this bill. But I have received a letter from the Secreta 
of War, which in justice to him and in justice to the Arm ae I thin 
should be spread upon our records. During the course of the debate 
on this bill a number of conflicting statements were made as to 
the size of the Army and as to the recruiting of the Army since the 
close of the last fiscal year. Among other ings, it appeared from 
one of the dispatches Rae here (or at least such a construction of 
one of the dispatches seemed to be possible) that there had been some 
five hundred men enlisted since this bill was framed by the Committee 
on Appropriations and reported to the House. And upon that con- 
struction one of the gentlemen on the other side, the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. HEWITT, ] held that the Secretary of War had by such 
recruitment committed an impeachable offense, 

Without discussing that matter at the — time, I desire to have 
read a letter from the Secretary of War, and at the conclusion of tho 
reading of that letter, I ask to have read a brief telegram makin, 
slight correction in a statement contained in the letter. I thin 1 
3 say nothing more, unless something be said that may call for a 


The Clerk read the letter and telegram, as follows: 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, November 12, 1877, 

My Dear Stn: In view of what was said in the debate in the House upon the 
Arm aa — Saturday last, I address to you this letter, which you can use as you 
may I cannot doubt that gentlemen who ind: sleet in unkind eriti- 
clan Of mt m Foffelal action will, upon a clearer understanding of the law and the 
facta, see that they were in error and be entirely willing to say so. 

The question by the debate referred to is this: Was the enlistment of re- 
‘or the Army after July tst a violation of law? 
7 55 answer depends upon question whether such recruiting was authorized 


was authorized up to the limit of twenty-five thousand men. Section 
1094 ort the Rovised Statutes provides that the Army “shall consist of“ a r 

number of officers and “ five e of artillery, ten regiments of caval: 
Daire -five regiments of infantry,” These regiments are certainly authorized, 
but how many men shall they i hen This question is answered by the statute. 
Section 1099 provides: Each regiment of artillery shall consist of twelve batter- 
ies, Ko. Section 1100 says: “Each battery of artillery shall consist of * * * 
as many privates, not oxceeding one hundred and twenty-two, as the President 
may direct.” Section 1102 provides: Each re nt of cavalry shall consist of 
twelve troops,” &., Section 1103 provides: troop shall consistof * * * 
such number of 3 not exceeding 3 eight. as the President may di- 
infantry regimen: 


rect.” Section 1106 provides that “each t shall consist of ten 
companies.” 

Ariy privates and then “ Each company 6 A 2 
e 


rivates and the number of maraih may be increased atthe discretion of 
dent not to exceed hundred whenever the exigencies of the service 
regui uire such increase,” 
he power of the Executive 83838 pP- the ajay by recruiting is limited only 
by the foregoing sections and by on 1115, which provides that the Army s 
not at any one time contain more than thirty thousand enlicted men (redaced to 
twenty-five thousand enlisted men by — of July 24, 1876.--19 Stat. 97.) 
Recruiting for the Army and for the tenet OF ies keeping up its pe gcse toy and 
numbers is authorized by sections 111 1112•1 1118, 1119, and 1120 of Revised Stat- 
utes. But it is said that after July 1 there was no appropriation for pay of tho 
Army and that therefore to enlist a man after that date was a violation of law be- 
canse it was a contract to pay him his wages, for which there was no appropriation. 
It is claimed that such is the meaning of section 3679, which forbids tho head of a 
Department to expend “in any one 


one 


year any sum in excess of appropriations 
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made by Congress 
for the future payment of money in excess of such 
This section, however, is suppleme: 


for that fiscal year, or involve the Government in any contract 


* 


S 
nted and modified by a subsequent section of 


the same statute, to-wit: 3732, which says “no contract or hase on be- 
half of the United States shall be made wniess the same is by law OR is 
an ap uate to its fulfillment, Kg.“ 

This clearly means that if a contract is authorized w, it may be made not- 
withstanding there is no pk ekr en adequate toits fulfillment. The enlist- 
ment of recruits for the Army ís expressly authorized by law, and hence the con- 
tract of enlistment may be entered into in the absense o an appro: to pay 


the Army. A moment's reflection will make this entirely clear. 

The President has the same right to enlist recruits in the Army that he has to 
2 judges of the Federal courts. The law providing for the organization of 
the judiciary authorizes him to appoint the judges, and provides that they should 
be paid a given salary. In like manner, and in ly clear words, the law pro- 
viding for the organization of the Army authorizes him to appoint the officers and 
enlist the privates to compose the Army. It will not be claimed that the failure of 
an appropriation for the judiciary would take away the right of the President to 
appoint the judges authorized by law to be appointed, or to fill vacancies ocenrring 
while there are noappropriations for judicial salaries. No more does the temporary 
failure of the Army 5 bill take away the power of the President, ex- 

erred, to keep the Army in existence up toa given standard by 


gat never been claimed, and I bag gong will not be claimed, that the 
failure of an appropriation for the pay of the Army would deprive the President 
of the power, expressly given by statute, to sppans the oficers of the a. and 
to fill vacancies among the officers occurring in the absence of such appropriations. 
To claim this would be equivalent to a claim that the failure to procure appropria- 
tion for the pay of the Army works the rej of all laws enacted for its organiza- 
13 and control. And yet power to appoint officers in the Army 
— more clearly conferred upon the President than is the power to enlist 
vates. 

7 Such was and still is my view of the law. Nevertheless, I did not deem it best 
to continue recruit after July 1; not for want of authority, but because I 
peat it 1 . — to muster men into the service when we no money to 

y them. rs recruiting on the Ist of July. 

or-General McDowell, com- 

and u by the General 
the t recruits for the 
cavalry ts engaged in that department in carrying on the then existing 
Indian war. It was w 


secured by regi 
nepe and recruiting was, for a short time, permitted for the pu 
sta i 


— 
recrui ng. 
Again, it has 


The order for reerui ng these caval 


peace, and of the death 
t this recruiting was 
law for the recruiting service, 
tates a cent. The 3 


ney seemed to be over, and 
no enlisting has been done since. The impreasion t some five hundred men 


since the Arm 


Committee 
of A jons. 
am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. y oteaan 1 
0 Secretary ‘ar. 
Hon. JAMES A. GARFIELD, 
House of Rep: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., November 12, 1877—12.42 p. m. 
[From War Department to Hon. J. A. GARFIELD.) 

The record shows that I was mistaken about a ny Sag self ordered recruiting 
for Indian service on Pacific coast. It was made by the General of the Army on 
3 July. My letter to you of to-day should be in this respect canceled, but 

no other. 


GEO. W. McCRARY 
Secretary of War. 


Mr. ATKINS. I now yield a moment to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. 8 to have a paper read. 

Mr. BANNING. Upon this same subject the Adjutant-General has 
sent me a communication which I ask may be 


The Clerk read as follows: 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, 


November 12, 1877. 
Sm: In to your inquiry of this date, recruiting returns show one 
and 3 men ave been enlisted alae July 1 1877. The principal 
these were enlisted on the Pacific coast by authority of the General, given July 5, 
to meet exigencies of the Nez Pereés and Arizona Indian wars, e companies on 
that coast bad been very much reduced, and the authority confined enlistments to 
the standard of companies. No authority was given to incur any expense, 
but ents were made by company officers without opening rendezyouz, and 
this could bo done without even paying for administering the oath of enlistment. 
Thus no law was in 


musicians, for whom im 
the same way. . are constantly in demand 
at isolated posts. The authority to enlist op the acific coast was withdrawn by 
55 1 l — bedient 
am, ’ + 0 ger van 
ep talents È. D. TOWNEND, 
Hon. H. B. BANNING, 
House of z 

Mr. ATKINS. I may have been mistaken in my construction of 

the telegram of the Adjutant-General received by me on Saturday 


last, but I do not think so; I still stand by my construction of it. 
Every gentleman can judge of the telegram for himself, it having 


been published in the Recorp. I now yield to the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. HEWITT } 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The Secretary of War at the close 
of the communication which has just been read to the House says: 

The impression that some five hundred men have been enlisted recently and since 
misconstruction of the ee ef November Af of the Adjutant ee sue 
Army to tue Committee on Appropriations. aa zi 

If there is any mistake or any misapprehension it is not the fault 
of the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, nor of any 
member of that committee, but it is owing to the concealment of facts 
on the part of the Secretary of War, or of officers of the Army, or 
their want of candor in stating to the committee the exact facts of 
the case. As I stated on Saturday, the first effort of the Committee 
on Appropriations was to ascertain the number of men in the Army. 
The Secretary of War was applied to and he informed us by telegram 
that there were 21,363 men in the Army, Then the Commandin 
General of the Army was asked to come before the committee, ane 
he stated that, according to a return which he exhibited and which 
has been published in the RECORD, there were 21,903 men in the 
Army ; but he declared as his opinion that the Army had been reduced 
to less than twenty thousand men by the stoppage of enlistments, 
by the expiration of terms of service, and by casualties in the service. 

Then came the Adjutant-General, who confirmed the statement of 
the ROCE General and specifically stated to the committeo 
that enlistments had soppen, recruiting had ceased, since the Ist day 
of J my last; and now, by the letter which he has sent to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. BANNING, ] it appears 
récruiting was resumed on the 5th day of July and terminated on 
some day in Angust stated in the letter, but which I do not now 
remember. That fact was known to the Adjutant-General when he 
was before the committee, but he did not state it to the committee. 
On the contrary, he gave as a reason for the cessation of recruitin 
that the appropriation was exhausted and there was no money avail- 
able for keeping the Army up to the standard fixed by law. 

The Secre of War, who now says that he gave this order for 
recruiting on the 5th day of July, was sitting, as I am informed and 
recollect, in the committee room when these statements were made, 
and he did not give the information to the committee which is now 
furnished in his letter. 

Therefore, whatever responsibility may attach to any one for any 
erroneous impression in regard to the strength of the Army, it belongs 
to the Secretary of War, to the Commanding General and to the 
Adjutant-General, and not to the committee. I might stop here, but 
it would be injusti& to this House, injustice to the country, if I were 
to allow the propositions laid down in this letter of the Secretary of 
War to pass without protest and without contradiction, The propo- 
sition is here deliberately stated that in the absence of appropriations 
it is the right of the President of the United States to recruit the 
Army. The Secretary of War says the question was whether the 
enlistment of recruits for the Army after July 1 was a violation of 
law. He admits that the oppropriation was exhausted, and then 
proceeds to argue that under the statute which fixes the Army at 
twenty-five thousand men the President has tho right to keep it up 
to that number and that it is his duty to do so. And he refers us to 
the several clauses of the statnte in support of his position, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in the few moments which I have had at my 
command I have read over those clauses, and Ido not find in any one of 
them the slightest authority for the President of the United States to 
recruit a man. They declare what the Army shall be, and he is Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army; but the 7 to recruit is only given 
to him by the anuual appropriation bill, which makes it possible to 
bring recruits into the Army by appropriating the money necessary 
for that pu . In no single one of these sections is any power 
given to the President of the United States to recruit a man, and if 
there were such a power it would be the concession of every principle 
for which the Anglo-Saxon race have struggled from the time of 
Charles I down to the present day. The claim of Charles I was that 
he not only had the ed to maintain the Army, but the right to go 
outside of the votes of supply and raise money for its Sapport: and 
he im the illegal ship-money tax against which John Hampden 
and tbe patriots of that time rebelled, and bronght his head to the 
scaffold in consequence of this violation of law. That long contro- 
versy was settled by the bill-of-rights under William III, which 
declared that a standing army should not be maintained in time of 
peace except by the consent of the people; and the British army is 
now, as I said the other day, maintained only by the annual p 
of the mutiny bill, without which the army of Great Britain wou! 
cease to exist. 

Now, will it be pretended that when we declared the number of the 
Army by statutory regulation we by that fact gave the right to the 
President of the United States to maintain an Army in the absence of 
the annual appropriation? I refer gentlemen who propose to main- 
tain that proposition to the Commentaries of Judge Story, which I 
have not for a very long time, but which, as I remember per- 
fectly well, declare that the control of the people over the standing 
Army is absolute by reason of the power of the House of Representa- 
tives to direct the appropriations. The proposition here is that the 
President may maintain the Army up to this limit in the absence of 
appropriations. If it means anything, it means that. From that 
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proposition I dissent in the name of free government, which is endan- 
gered when the power of the people over the Army ceases to exist. 
Now, the Secretary gosi further. He says that the power is given 
118, 


in sections 1116, 1117, and 1119 of the Revised Statutes. But, 
sir, every one of those sections is a limitation upon the right of the 
President to recruit. There is no authority given in any one of them 
for recruiting. For instance, section 1116 provides that— 

Recruits enlisting in the Army must be effective and able-bodied men. 


That is no power to recruit. When the power is given by the ap- 
88 bill, then he must take effective and able-bodied men. 
he next section provides that— 
— — under the age of twenty-one years shall be enlisted or mustered into 
That gives no J ate’ to recruit those who are over twenty-one years 
of age. It is a limitation on the power to recruit. 
Section 1118 provides that— 
No mii der thi of sixthen insane or intoxicated 
shall bo enlisted or mustered into the military service. N 
This is only a further limitation. 
The last clause on which the Secretary of the War relies is that 
All enlistments in the Army shall be for the term of fiye years. 


That is merely directory as fo the nature of the enlistments when 
they are made. The power to enlist, if we have any safegnard in 
reference to a standing Army, comes from the appropriation bill, and 
from no other source whatever. 

Now the Secretary makes a plea in regard to the limitation upon 
the power to make contracts beyond the period of the appropriation. 
The limitation on the power of a Department to spend money not 
appropriated is contained in section 3679 of the Revised Statutes, as 

ollows: 

No Department of the Government shall expend in any one fiscal year any sum 
in excess of appropriations made by Congress for that Wal year, = injaive the 
Government in any contract for the future payment of moncy in excess of such 
appropriations. 

That language is absolute, and is so declared in the letter of the 
Secretary? But the Secretary says that it is modified by section 3732. 
Now let us look at the language of this section: 

No contract or purchase on behalf of the United States shall be made unless the 
sae in authorized by law or is under an appropriation adequate to its fultiliment, 
excep! 

The Secretary omits the exception— 
except the War and Navy Departments— 


For what? 2 
for clot! „ subsistence, forage, fuel or transportation; w. how- 
ever, — — exceed the necessities of current year. ssa 

There is no exception made in favor of recruiting, and the omis- 
sion of the word “recruiting” is by implication an absolute 

Mr. PHILLIPS rose. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I will not be interrupted. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I only want to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I will not be interrupted. There is 
by implication an absolute prohibition upon the spending of any 
money, the incurring of any obligation, or the entering into any con- 
tract in reference to recruits in advance of the fiscal year. Now, the 
law which I have just read provides that recruits shall be taken for 
five years. To recruit men is therefore a contract to pay them for 
five years; it is a contract capable of being enforced in the courts; 
and in the section I have just read is the absolute prohibition 
against such expenditures or contracts in the absence of any appro- 


priation for the purpose, 

The Secretary finally says—he has given a good many reasons but his 
. final reason is this—that he enlisted over a thousand men without in- 
curring any expense whatever. I want the House tonotice, Mr. Speaker, 
the fact that this thing which began with five hundred and thirty- 
nine has now grown up to be a thousand, and, if we do not now and 
heré check the operation, may continue to grow by what it feeds on, 
and no one knows what the Army will be by the middle of next week. 
But his final answer and defense is that be has done this without 
expense. I congratulate the Secretary of War, I congratulate this 
House, 1 congratulate the country upon the fact that we have at 
length discovered how to enlist men without appropriation ; and, for 
one, as a member of the Committee on Appropriations, I propose to 
get the secret of this discovery, in order, when the next bill comes up, 
we may limit all appropriations for recruiting to a very small sum or 
to nothing at all, finding that the Secretary has discovered the mode 
of keeping up the 8 spending money. 

I now say serene . Speaker, that I do not believe it possible to 
enlist one thousand men into the Army of the United States without 
spending money. I do not believe they have discovered all at once 
this extraordi method of economy when they have heretofore 
stated to the committee that it required $25 per head in order to en- 
list a recruit. That was the language of the Adjutant-General, and 
now the Secretary of War tells us that he has enlisted over a thou- 
sand men without expense at all! 

There can be nothing added, it seems to me, to show the utter in- 
consistency and the want of candor and frankness involved in this 
whole transaction. I wish to say that 1 have endeavored to act in a 
fair, liberal, and candid spirit, as I believe all the other members of 


the committee have done, but on the other side we have not been met 
with equal fairness, equal frankness, and equal candor, and hereafter 
I shall feel it my duty to wateh every expenditure of the War Depart- 
ment with the closest and most jealous scrutiny. 

Mr. GARFIELD, I ask the gentleman from Tennessee to yield me 
the floor for a few moments. 

ae CONGER. I hope the gentleman will yield to me for five 
minutes. 

Mr. ATKINS. How long does the gentleman from Ohio want ? 

Mr. GAKFIELD. Five minutes. I may want ten, but I do not 
think I will. : 

Mr. ATKINS. I yield to the gentleman from Ohio for five minutes. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I think the House of Represent- 
atives will compare the candor of the letter just read with that of 
the gentleman who has criticised it in such way as to be not in any 
sense unfavorable to the Secretary of War. I am quite willing the 
candor of both parties—I mean the two parties referred to—shall be 
weighed by any fair judges. 3 

I want to know from the gentleman and those who sympathize 
with him, whether he thinks the Army ought to have been dissolved 
on the Ist day of July last. I want to know if he thinks it was the 
oy Bard or Secretary of War to dissolve it because the appropriation 

ill fai 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The gentleman asks a question; does 
he want an answer? 

Mr. GARFIELD. When 

Mr. HEWITT, of New Yor 

Mr. GARFIELD. The gen 
sit down. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. All right. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Now, Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman does not 
mean that, does he mean the Army should be allowed to be reduced 
by death and desertion until it is a mere shadow and utterly ineffi- 
cient for the purpose of protecting the Indian frontier? Is that what 
he means? he mean to tell us the President has no power to 
appoint an officer to filla vacancy because there was no appropri- 
ation to pay that officer? Has that doctrine ever been advanced by 
any lawyer or jurist until the geutleman has just taken the floor to 
advance it? If so, let us hear where ? £ 

Mr. BANNING rose. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The gentleman says our Constitution and laws 

Mr. BANNING. Will the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Not to any one now, as my distinguished prede- 
cessor has said. [Laughter.] 

The gentleman said our Constitution and laws limit our armies to 
two years—that no power exists beyond the appropriation for two 
years. How, then, has anybody the right to make a contract for enlist- 
ment of a soldier for five years, as that overruns the two years by 
three? How does the gentleman say our Army does not exist outside 
of appropriation? Ican tell him our whole Army bill was passed with- 
out 2 dollar of appropriation in it. It stands as separately as the 
judiciary itself from the appropriation bill. The Army law of the 
United States is a structure standing alone, but including all the ma- 
chinery of our military establishment. Of course Congress can refuse 
to furnish the motive power to set that machinery in motion, but that 
refusal does not destroy the machine, it does not disband the Army. 
The law of the United States establishes the Army, describes all its 
parts, and limits it to twenty-five thousand men; and that law is not 
repealed nor is the Army dissolved by the temporary failure to appro- 
priate money to support it. 

Now, Lagree with the —— that, except for the of 
feeding and clothing the Army, contracts cannot be made beyond the 
provisions of appropriation bills. But here we have the fact before 
us that in the great pre of danger on the Pacific coast gallant 
citizens, to protect their homes, went to our Army headquarters at 
the several endangered posts, tendered their services, and enlisted 
as soldiers. Bat our officers were compelled to say to all those men 
who caine, “ We would be glad to have you enlist, but we cannot pay 
you a dollar nor guarantee you anything in the future; butif, on your 
own patriotic motion, you put yourselves in the Army and help us 
fight the Indians, you must rely on the justice of Congress whether 
you will be paid at all.” And the Secretary of War tells us that 
every enlistment thus made in the face of the enemy was made 
on those conditions. This recruitment did not cost this Government 
one cent, because the endangered people came and tendered their serv- 
ices without solicitation. If the gentleman wants Indian wars to 
introduce that method of recruiting for nothing, then he may learn 
the secret of which he speaks. The secret, I trust, will not continue 
to be a condition hereafter. 

That is the way the Army was recruited without cost; and yet 
when the Administration has thus saved the country by this timely 
and proper action of the Secretary of War, it is flaunted in that 
officer’s face that he is impeachable for high crimes and misdemean- 
ors. Is that the way in which honorable men propose to treat our 
Army? I do not believe the majority of gentlemen on that side 
sympathize with this sort of talk atall; and 1 believe the country will 
set it down at its true value as an unworthy purpose to throw obsta- 
cles against and obloquy upon our gallant Army which has done so 
much to save us from the perils of an Indian war during the recent 
summer, 
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Mr. Speaker, the argument in the letter of the Secretary of War 
18 amuy unanswerable, and is wholly unanswered by any utter- 
ance t is made here, So far as the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations is concerned, I see that the tel of the Ad- 
jutant-General was susceptible of two meanings and I was not sur- 
prised that the meaning he took should have ap to be the rea- 
sonable one. I did not know but that was the meaning, until I came 
to see that, from the nature of the case, all their statements about the 
present strength of the Army must have been estimates. Why, sir, your 
Army is scattered over fiye thousand miles at distant posts. One post 
sends in a report which when it gets to Washington may be a month 
old. You therefore do not know to-day what the strength of the Army 
isat that particular post, The Secretary and Adjutant-General never 
claimed, as I understand it, that they were making an accurate report 
to date of the strength of the Army. But from the reports straggling 
in from Oregon and all the way along the Pacific coast, according to 
the best estimate they could make, they stated the approximate 
strength of the Army, and in a few fuller reports came so that 
they could correct their estimate; and these apparent discrepancies 
that came to the committee I suppose were mere discrepancies of 
estimate, and did not arise from recruitment. There has been no 
recruitment whatever since this bill was introduced. 

I do not criticise the chairman of the committee for what seemed 
to him a probable construction of the telegram. But the talk of 
impeachment, and the denunciation of the War Department for its 
patriotic action in this case and for receiving a voluntary recruitment 
to protect the frontier is in my judgment as unkind as it is unpatri- 
otic and cruel to the Army and to the Department. Now, I grant that 
this House can refuse to pay any of these one thousand men that were 
recruited in July and August. The House can, if it pleases, put a 
clause on the bill providing that no part of this money shall be used 
to pay anybody recruited late or early; but I want the issue fairly 
made and I want the country to know whether we really mean to 
support the Army we have , the Army which has been fighting 
the Indians during the past summer, and to do it generously, or 
whether we mean to carp at it and e it understand that Congress 
is its enemy. 

Mr. CONGER, Lask the gentleman from Tennessee to yield to 

-me five minutes, 

Mr. ATKINS. I yield five minutes to my colleague of the commit- 
tee, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. HEWITT.) = 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Tennessee has twenty min- 
utes of his hour renang 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, The honorable gentleman from Ohio 
asks me whether I think the Army should be dissolved in case of 
the failure of an appropriesion bill. If that gentleman had listened 
to the remarks which I made on Saturday he would have found the 
answer. 

I believe that the Army exists by virtue of law, that it should not 
be dissolved by the failure of an appropriation; but that it should 
continue to exist so long as the officers and men are willing to serve 
without pay. But it is not necessary that the Army should ever be 
reduced even in numbers to the extent of a man by the failure of an 
appropriation bill. If the Army is in any cre of dissolution the 
re is obvious; the President of the United States has the right 
to call Con together in extra session, and his first impulse in 

that direction last spring was sound and right, as, according to the 
newspapers, it was announced that he would call Congress together on 
the 15th of April or 15th of May: If, therefore, any trouble has oc- 
curred in regard to the support ofthe Army, it has been simply because 
the President did not see fit to call Congress together at an earlier 
date than that at which we recently assembled. 

Now, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] has wasted a great 
deal of feeling on the subject of impeachment. I did not utter that 
word in anything I have said here to-day. It is true that on Satur- 
day I did say that if the Secretary of War had expended public 
money without an appropristiop warranting it he had violated the 
law and would be liable to impeachment. Was there anything wrong 
in that? But I disclaimed the belief that he had done any such 
ming. He is too fresh from this House and the people not to know 
his duty. All the. controversy I have with the Secretary of War 
now is as to his propositions of law. He insists that he can recruit 
the Army in the absence of an appropriation. I insist that he cannot 
dose. I am not a lawyer; heis. I leave it to the judgment of the 
legal profession and to the commentators; to those t judicial 
minds who have d the Constitution; and I think that gen- 
Hapon on the other side will find that they sustain the view I have 

en. 

Now, in to the size of the Army, I am willing to admit that 
n its size on a day present; it must be on a day 

ut I ask gentlemen to account for the concealment of the 
act that over one thousand recruits were added to the Army between 
the Ist day of July and a certain day in August. They knew it as 
well when they were before the committee as they know it now. 
That is my charge against them, that they did not tell us of these 
recruits; and more t that, they positively asserted that recruiting 
ceased on the 1st day of July, and was not resumed for want of an 
appropriation. That is my charge, and if the gentleman wants to 
answer it, let him take what I say and not something which I have 
never uttered. - 
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I do not wish, Mr. ppeaker to protract this discussion. The facts 
are as I have stated t I do not wish to cast any imputations 
upon the officers of the Government. I am as jealous of their honor 
as any gentleman upon the other side of the House, But if this 
Government is to be conducted with economy and honesty, it is indis- 
peusible that there should be absolute frankness between the officers 
of the Government and the Committee on Appropriations, which is 
bound under the statute and under the rules of the House to brin 
in Sppropration bills based on a fair and just estimate and ful 
knowledge of the facts of each case. 

Mr. ATKINS. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. 3 

Mr. CONGER. five minutes I shall be unable to say what I 
would say upon this question. 

Mr. ATKINS. I cannot yield any more time to the gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER. I will say what I may within that time, sir. I do 
not propose now to defend the Secretary of War, our coll e on 
this floor for so many years, and a man whose reputation for houor, 
integrity, frankness, and truthfulness stands as high as that of any 
other member in this House, or of any other men in the country, be 
he who he may. 

I do not stand here to defend the frankness or veracity, which has 
been assailed, of General Sherman. The country knows him as well 
as they know his accusers here on this floor. There is no need for 
defense from me of these gentlemen nor of the Adjutant-General of 
the Army.. Let those charges go to the American people from the dis- 
tinguished gentlemen who make them, and if they do not recoil upon 
their inventors I am mistaken. 

But, sir, the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitt] says the Army 
exists by virtue of law. What does that law say? It says that the 
Army shall consist of twenty-five thousand men, whether an appro- 
deren be made or not. If the gentleman will read the law he will 

nd that it provides that the Army shall consist of one General, one 
Lieutenant-General, giving then a list of the officers and the number 
of regiments of cavalry, infantry, &c., and it defines the number of 
men in each company, and provides that it shall consist of twenty- 
five thousand men. : 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will the gentleman 
moment ? 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman will excuse me. I cannot be inter- 
rupted a second. 

r. HEWITT, of New York. Very well, then. 
Mr. CONGER. I followed his illustrious example a few minutes 


ago. 

That is the law; why did he not read the law? Why does he at- 
tempt in the Appropriation Committee, and by argument on this 
floor, to defy the law, by undertaking to make appro riations for a 
less number of men than is required by the law of the land, which he 
is bound to obey? I call the attention of the gentleman to section 
1103, which says: 

Each troop of cavalry shall consist of such number of privates, not exceeding 
seveuty-cight— ` 

I ask the attention of the gentleman to this— 

Such number of privates, not exceeding seventy-cight, as the President may 


* 
allow me a 


The law gives the President and his executive officers the power 
tokeep the cavalry up to the number of seventy-eight in each company, 
whether there is or not an ein hd he for enlistments. And I ask 
the gentleman to look at another section : 

The number of privates may be increased at the discretion of the President— 

Not at the discretion of that distinguished gentleman from New 
York ; not at the discretion of the Committee on Appropriations— 
may be increased at the discretion of the President, not to excced one hundred 
men— 

When? 
whenever the exigencies of the service require such increase. 

Now that is the law. The General of the Army found that upon 
our western coast the Indians were massacring men and women and 
children, and that we had no Army there to defend them. He found 
that there were hundreds of men on that coast and in the country 
who were willing to accompany the Army without any pay what- 
ever, and who desired to-go into the ranks and be soldiers of the 
Army in order to defend their homes, their wives, and their children. 
Now, what does the law say of the expense of enlistment? Section 
1120 says: 

A um of $2 shall be paid to any ci non-commissioned officer, or soldier 
for 9 pound glo ne pat chewed agair esr station. 

The 82 shall be paid to the man who brings the recruit. There is 
no appropriation to pay that $2, and the gentleman from New York 
is in distress because those who bring recruits will not get their $2. 
But here came men who were defending theirfamilies without money, 
without the $2, who came and enlisted without expense to the Gov- 
ernment, and fought, and many of them died in the service of their 
country. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr, ATKINS. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. BANNING, qne chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BANNING. Before 8 to a vote upon this measure, I 


have some remarks to e upon the subject which I consider of 
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vital importance to the country. I shall be very brief, because in a 
statement of the case the argument is made, 

The Forty-fourth Congress adjourned without making the usual 
appropriations for the support of the Army. How this happened is 
well understood. The House of Representatives, exercising its clear 
prerogative, placed in the Army appropriation bill a proviso the same 
in forge as was put into a similar bill by a republican House in 
1856 at the suggestion and upon the motion of the present Secretary 
of the Treasury. The purpose sought to be accomplished by the pro- 
viso in question was to direct or rather to restrict by law the nse of 
the Army in certain cases, 

In addition to the precedent made by a republican House to which 
I have referred, we have the authority of so eminent a republican 
leader as the late William H. Seward, who said: 

The House of n may, therefore, Iawfull a bill prohibitin; 
the beng ehnan © Army of the United States in 9 awe ie Kanes 
which it does not approve, no matter by whom those laws were made. Since the 
House of Representatives has power to pon a bill, distinctly it has power also to 
pass an equivalent prohibition in any bill which it has constitutional power to 
pass; and so it has a constitutional right to place the prohibition in the annual ap- 
propriation bill. 

When we separated last March it was the universal expectation 
that a special session of ponire would be called before the expira- 
tion of the then current fiscal year, to provide for the support of the 
Army. In this, however, the country was disappointed. The Presi- 
dent, without giving any reason therefor, fixed the date for the con- 
vening of Congress months after the old appropriation had been 
exhausted. The result is that since the 30th day of June last we have 
had no legal or constitutional Army. The responsibility for this 
unfortunate condition of affairs rests solely upon the Executive. 
Between the 4th me of March and the 30th day of June there was 
ample time in which to call Congress together, and if the soldiers 
have served without pay and the officers haye been compelled to sell 
their accounts they have the President and his advisors to thank for 
it. It cannot be said that the fault rests with the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the last Con for the President, in doing just what 
was demanded should be done in South Carolina and Louisiana, has 
fully vindicated the wisdom and the patriotism of the position 
assumed by that House. 

But, sir, the important. point in this whole matter is the constitu- 
tional principle involved init. While under the circumstances we feel 
impelled to vote these appropriations, yet we cannot be true to our 
oaths of office or faithful to the trusts confided to us by our constitu- 
ents if we permit the grave infraction of the Constitution which has 
been committed to pass by unnoticed and unrebuked to become a 
precedent for future Presidents. All history teaches that an army 
under the unrestrained control of Executive power is a great and 
constant danger, against which constitutional government must ever 
be ee guarded. 

The framers of the Constitution realized thisfact. They were familiar 
with the history of England, where, after a prolon and sanguinary 
strugglo, a King was dep because he had endeavored to subvert 
the laws and liberties of the kingdom “by raising and keeping a 
standing army within this kingdom in time of peace without con- 
sent of Parliament.” They had suffered in their own persons and 

roperty from the exercise of arbitrary power, and in our iramortal 

laration of Independence had read a similar indictment against 
another King of Great Britian for keeping “among us in time of 
peace standing armies without the consent of our Legislatures.’ In 
framing a Constitution they stripped the Chief Executive of the pre- 
rogatives by the King of Great Britain “to make war and 
peace, to issue letters of marque and reprisal, to regulate weights and 
measures, to coin money, to erect offices, to naturalize aliens,” and 
other important powers concerning internal and foreign relations, 
and placed them in the hands of Congress. But lest the Representa- 
tives elected by the people might, from corruption or apathy, grant 
supplies for an Army for an indefinite time, they limited the power 
of Congress to make an appropriation of money for the Army to a 
period of two years, so that every House of Representatives would 

regnired to vote supplies or the Army to disband, This feat- 
ure of the Constitution is somewhat similar to the English law 
which provided, “That the raising or keeping a standing army 
within the kingdom in time of „peace, unless A be with the consent 
of Parliament, is against law.” I might occupy the time of the 
House for hours in reading from English history and law to show 
that the British army cannot be legally maintained without consent 
of Parliament, 

Suffice it, however, to give the following extract from Blackstone’s 
Commentaries, (chapter 13,) where the question is discussed at 
length: “ But as the fashion of keeping standing armies, which was 
first introduced by Charles VII in + rei A. D. 1445, has of late years 
universally prevailed over Europe, it has also for many years past 
been annually judged n by our Legislature for the safety of 
the kingdom, the defense of the possession of the crown of Great 
Britain, and the preservation of the balance of power in Europe, to 
maintain even in time of peace a standing body of troops under the 
command of the crown; who are, however, i acto disbanded at 
the expiration of every year unless pe AAE RT g Ge arliament.” 

The provisions of the Constitution in relation to the Army, as re- 
ported by Pinckney, gave 8 the power “to raise armies,” 
which was subsequently amended by adding after “raise” the words 


“and support,” and still further amended by the convention by the 
addition of the words, “but no appropriation of moneys to that use 
shall be for a longer period than two years.” This clause of the 
Constitution is a grant of power to the Legislature. Nowhere in 
that instrument can be found a grant of such power to the President. 
He cannot “raise” an army, nor can he “support” one when raised 
by Con What follows as a necessary co uence? Why, sir, 
that when Congress fails to pass a bill to support our armies, there 
are no means by which they can be kept in existence by Executive 
authority, The intention of the framers of the Constitution is plain. 
They meant not only to deprive the Executive of the power to fix the 
number of the military establishment, but also to prevent a willing 
Con from granting supplies for an indefinite period. Discussing 
this very question, Alexander Hamilton, in No. 23 of the Federalist, 
uses the following emphatic language: 


of the United States will be 


How is “the propriety of keeping a military force on foot” to be 
determined by Congress? Simply and solely by making or failing to 
make an appropriation for the support of the Army, and “their sense 
of the matter” is “declared” in the same way. 

In commenting upon this clause of the Constitution, Mr. Justice 
Story says, (sec. 1188:) “Unless the necessary supplies are voted by 
the Representatives of the people every two years, the whole es- 
tablishment must fall.” Upon the same subject, Tucker, in a note 
to his edition of Blackstone, says, (page 414:)“ They can only be 
raised and kept by authority of Congress.” Now, sir, if the President 
has the power to continue in service an Army once authorized by 
Congress (but for the support of which no appropriation has been 
made) for three months and a-half, then he has the power to keep a 
standing army for an indefinite period without such appropriations. 
If this xas 80, —— the President Ta Baras oan 15 ae to 
raising and supporting armies greater than that n Congress, 
To claim any such pews: either for the President or for Con is 
to fly into the face of one of the plainest provisions of the Constitu- 
tion and to 8 one of the most valuable 8 of the rights 
and liberties of the ple. I have searched the debdtes and the 
early writers on the Constitution in vain to find any such dangerous 
theory advanced. The great men who made our Constitution and 
carried into effect its provisions by the necessary legislation never 
dreamed of such an interpretation. 

Mr. Speaker, believing, as I do, that the military establishment 
which has been maintained by the Executive since the Ist day of 
July last is in no legal or constitutional sense the Army of the 
United States; that its maintainance has been in violation alike of 
the letter and the spirit of our Constitution and laws and contrary to 
the genius of our institutions, I shall vote to pay its officers and sol- 
diers only with extreme reluctance. I should never cast my vote for 
such an appropriation as this were there any possible way by which 
these men could recover compensation for their services from those 
who have illegally employed them and failed to convene Congress to 
support them. But that cannot be done; and in voting for this ap- 
propriation I protest, as I think the House ought to protest, in the 
ane solemn terms against this case becoming a precedent for the 

uture. 
1 „ I would inquire of the Speaker how much time I 
ave left 

Se SPEAKER. The gentleman has four minutes of the hour re- 
maining. 

Mr. ATKINS. I yield three minutes of that time to the gentleman 
from Minnesota, [Mr. DUNNELL.] 

Mr. DUNNELL. I have caused no delay in the passage of the 
present bill providing for the Army. I have offered no amendments, 
nor have I occupied any of the time of the House or of the committee 
in the discussion of the bill or amendments thereto. Ishould not now 
have asked for the three minutes allowed me had it not been for one 
word that fell from the lips of my friend, the distinguished gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Hewitt.) 

When the word “concealments” rolled from his lips and was 
sprlieg to the honorable Secretary of War, I then felt that 1 desired 
at least three minutes to vindicate that gentleman here—not that 
he needs it among those who have known him; not that he needs it 
before the country, for the letter coming from him which has been 
read is one of the grandest vindications that any man could have 
made for himself in the short space that he devoted to that vindica- 
tion. There is not a fairer man connected with this Government 
than George W. McCrary. A more honest man never had a copnec- 
tion with this Government from its earliest days to the present time. 
“Concealment” is not a part of his nature, for he is an eminently fair, 
just, and honorable man. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, the argument of the Secretary of War is made 
by an eminent lawyer. Alongside the letter of the Secretary let 
the argument of the gentleman from New York [Mr. HEWITT] stand. 
Much as I respect that gentleman for his intelligence, I venture to 
say that the laurels in this controversy will not come to him. The 
argument embodied in the Secretary’s letter stands, in the ee ee 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD,] unimpeached and 
unimpeachable. K 
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In reference to the bill before us, it has been, in my belief, loaded 
with some amendments and carries along with it some provisions 
that ought to have been stricken out. The bill provides, in a man- 
ner in which it ought not to have provided, for the troubles along 
the Mexican or Texas frontier. It magnifies that frontier to the neg- 
lect of the frontier of the territorial sections of the country, the home 
of the mineral wealth of the country. 

[Here the hammer 2 

Mr. ATKINS. I now ask for a vote on ordering the main question. 

The main question was ordered. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the main ques- 
tion was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was 

The bill was then p: 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. EWING. I rise to call for the consideration of the special 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ewa] calls up 
the special order authorized under a suspension of the rules, being 
the further consideration of the bill in reference to the repeal of the 
resumption act. 

3 SONGE Does that take precedence of the regular order of 
onda, 

The SPEAKER. The rule which establishes the regular order 
of Monday has been suspended by a two-thirds vote. The gentle- 
man from Ohio might, with the consent of the House, allow the busi- 
ness of the morning hour to p 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that, by unanimons consent, the presentation 
of bills for reference be p: with before we enter upon the con- 
sideration of the special order. 

Mr. EWING. I have no objection to yielding for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from Michigan asks unanimous 
consent that the special order be postponed to allow the call of States 
and Territories for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for 
reference, not to be bronght back upon a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. CONGER. I did not include in my motion the offering of 
House resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not included House resolutions in 
the statement of the proposition. 

There being no objection, the order proposed by Mr. CONGER was 


made. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour now begins at thirty-one min- 
utes past two o’clock; and the business in order is the of States, 
beginning with the State of Maine, for the introduction of bills and 
1 5 resolutions for reference to appropriate committees, not to be 

rought back on a motion to reconsider. Under this call, resolutions 
of State and territorial Legislatures will be in order. 

JOHN A. DARLING. 


Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1254) for the relief of John 
A. Darling; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVIGATION OF PISCATAQUA RIVER. 


Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, introduced 4 bill (H. R. No. 1255) 
for the examination and survey of obstructions to navigation of the 
Piscataqua River; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

REBECCA B, REMICK. 

Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1256) granting a pension to Rebecca B. Remick; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

INTEREST ON 3.65 DISTRICT BONDS. 

Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1257) to prevent default 
or delay in the 8 of interest on the bonds authorized by act of 
Congress approved June 20, 1874; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

POSTMASTERS’ CLAIMS FOR LOST STAMPS, ETC. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1258) to provide for 
settling claims against the Government for e e ee stamped 
envelopes, money, or other property in the hands o e erg which 
may have been lost, stolen, or destroyed without t or neglect of 
the postmaster having possession of the same; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRICT NIGHT LODGING-HOUSE ASSOCIATION. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1259) appropriating 
$2,000 for the benefit of the Night Lodging-House Association of the 
District of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to eee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
prin i 


to. 


NATHAN H. DUNPHE. 


Mr. HARRIS, of ee e e eee a bill (H. R. No. 1260) 
for the relief of Nathan H. Dunphe, of Bridgewater, in the State of 
Massachusetts; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ANN J. EATON. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1261) for the relief of Ann J. Eaton, widow of Jacob F. Eaton, of 
Quincy, Massachusetts; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ROLLIN WHITE. 


Mr. BUTLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1262) for the relief of 
Rollin White, of Massachusetts; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


SOUTHERN MARYLAND RAILROAD, 


Mr. BUTLER also introdaced a bill (H. R. No. 1253) to aid in the 
construction of the Southern Maryland Railroad, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


CONTRACTORS FOR VESSELS OF WAR, ETC. 


Mr. BUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1264) for the relief 
of certain contractors for the construction of vessels of war and steam 
machinery; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER some time afterward said: The last bill introduced 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BuTLER] took a wrong 
reference, as the subject heretofore has been considered by the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and there being no objection the bill will be 
referred to that committee. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

SAMUEL G. REED. 

Mr. MORSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the 
changing of the name of the ship Samuel G. Reed; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be prin 

BARK MONTEBELLO. 

Mr. MORSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1266) granting an 
American registry to the bark Montebello; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH. 

Mr. LORING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1267) to aid in the estab- 
lishment of additional telegraphic communication between the 
United States and Europe, and for other p ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HALF-WAY ROCK LIGHT-HOUSE, MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr. LORING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1268) authorizin 
the construction of a light-house on Half-way Rock, on the coast o 
Massachusetts; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

SALARIES OF COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 

Mr. CRAPO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1269) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to fix and limit the salaries of the collectors 
and other officers of customs ; which was read a first and second time, 
sentry to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 

rin 
R AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. CRAPO also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1270) to repeal sections 
2513 and 2514 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

COLLECTORS OF PLYMOUTH AND NANTUCKET. 

Mr. CRAPO also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1271) establishing the 
salaries to be paid collectors of customs of Plymouth and Nantucket; 
which was read a first and second ti referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

OLD DOMINION STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 


Mr. CRAPO also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1272) for the relief of 
the Old Dominion Steamship Company; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

THIRD-CLASS MAILABLE MATTER. 

Mr. WAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1273) to amend the law re- 
lating to e on articles of mailable matter of the third class; 
which was a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1274) to amend the law re- 
7 — to pos on articles of mailable matter of the third class; 
which was a first and second time, referred to the Committee 


on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
SAMUEL H. CANFIELD. 
Mr. WAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1275) fur the relief of 
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Samuel H. Canfield, postmaster at Seymonr, Connecticut; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF STONINGTON HARBOR. 

Mr. WAIT also introduced a bill (II. R. No. 1276) for continuing the 
improvement of Stonington Harbor, Connecticut ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed, 

r DONATIONS OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

Mr. WAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1277) donating con- 
demned cannon and canuon-balls to the Colchester Monument Asso- 
ciation, of Colchester, Connecticut, for monumental purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (IT. R. No. 1278) donating condemned can- 
non and cannon-balls to the Ledyard Monument Association, of Led- 
yard, Connecticut, for monumental purposes; which was reat a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BINDING OF DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. LANDERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing the 
binding of documents for members of Congress; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and 
ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL-BANKING LAWS. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1280) to 
simplify the national-banking laws and remove all unnecessary restric- 
tions and burdens therefrom ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to 
be printed. 

UNITED STATES ACTIONS. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1281) 
to provide for the payment of costs in all actions and legal proceed- 
ings wherein the United States are a party; which was read a first 
anıl second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF HARLEM RIVER, 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1282) 
appropriating moneys for the improvement of Harlem River between 
Randall Island and Hudson River; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES GILBERT. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1233) for the relief 
of James Gilbert; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. - 

F. LEE AND C. F. DUNBAR: 

Mr. LOCKWOOD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1284) for the re- 
lief of Franklin Lee and Charles F. Dunbar; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ARABELLA RILEY, 

Mr, LOCKWOOD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1285) for the re- 
lief of Arabella Riley, executrix of the late Brigadier-General Ben- 
nett Riley ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

: JOHN T: NEALE. 

Mr. COX, of New York introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1286) granting 
relief to John T. Neale, an employéof the Provost-Marshal-General’s 
Department in 1861, for injuries sustained in the line of his duties ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ADMINISTRATRIX OF JOSEPH WHEATON. 

Mr. QUINN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1287) for the relief of the 
administratrix of Joseph Wheaton, deceased ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed 

M. L. GAGER, 

Mr. MCCOOK (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1288) for the 
relief of M. L. Gager; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SCHUYLER HAMILTON. 

Mr. McCOOK also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1289) for the relief 
of Lientenant-Colonel Schuyler Hamilton, late of United States Army; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

O. B. AND O. 8, LATHAM, 


Mr. CAMP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1290) for the relief of Oba- 
diah B. Latham and Oliver S. Latham, of Seneca Falls, New Vork; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM W. RAPPLEYE. 
Mr. CAMP also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1291) for the relief of 
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William W. Rappleye, of Farmer Village, New York; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARIA SHULER. 


Mr. BENEDICT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1292) for the relief of 
Maria Shuler, administratrix of John 8. Shuler, M. D., deceased ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. . 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. POTTER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1293) to pro- 
vide for the settlement of the unpaid claims of those officers of the 
line of the revolutionary army who served to the close of the war 
of Independence and are returned on the books of the Treasury; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE YOUNG. 


Mr. LAPHAM introduced a bill 1525 R. No. 1294) granting a pension 
to George Young, late a private in Battery F, United States Artillery; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MEETING OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1295) designating 
the time for the annnal meeting of the Cee of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 41) pro- 
viding for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 42) proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed, 

WASHINGTON STOCK-YARD. 

Mr. CUTLER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1296) to pro- 
vide for the care of all animals to be slaughtered for food purposes 
in the District of Columbia and to incorporate the Washington Stock- 
Yard and Abatteir and Rendering Company; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia, and ordered to be printed. 

PRESENTS TO REAR-ADMIRAL REYNOLDS. 


Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 43) to authorize Rear-Admiral William Reynolds to accept cer- 
tain presents from the King of Siam, a younger brother of the King 
and the second king; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

EDWARD It. LEIB. 


Mr. KILLINGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1297) for the relief of 
Edward H. Leib, late captain Fifth United States Artillery; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to bo printed. 

DANIEL BISHOP. 


Mr. KILLINGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1298) granting a 
pension to Daniel Bishop; which was read a first and second time, 
re to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. i 

UNSTAMPED INSTRUMENTS. 

Mr. EVANS, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1299) to 
revive and extend the time for stamping unstamped instruments; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Jadiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

f WILLIAM WHEELER HUBBELL. 

Mr. WARD (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1300) to fully 
pay the damages duc to William Wheeler Hubbell ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY E. WILKINSON, 

Mr. WARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1301) for the relief of 
Henry E. Wilkinson, late first lieutenant Company I, Nincty-ninth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. y 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. O'NEILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1302) for the relief of cer- 
tain citizens of the United States, relative to private land claims; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. FREEMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1303) to provide for 

the equalization of bounties; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. - S 
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ANNA M. CLIPPINGER. 


Mr. STENGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1304) granting a pen- 
sion to Anna M. Clippinger; which was read a first and second time, 
or to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
prin 

CATHARINE CHAMBERLAIN. 

Mr. STENGER also. introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2 granting a 
pension to Catharine Chamberlain, widow of David Chamberlain; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLOTTE A. BYERS, 


Mr. STENGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1306) for the relief 
of Charlotte A. Byers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE EYSTER. 

Mr. STENGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1367) for the relief 
of George Eyster, assistant treasurer of the United States at Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DANIEL SMALL. i 

Mr. REILLY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1308) for the relief of 
Daniel Small, a soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PHILLIP LAWALL. 


Mr. REILLY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1309) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Phillip Lawall, deceased ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY C. PANY. 

Mr. REILLY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1310) for the relief 
of Henry C. Pany, doctor of medicine, late an assistant surgeon in 
the United States Army; which was read a first and second time, 
chs to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HOWARD D. POTTS. 

Mr. REILLY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1311) for the relief 
of Howard D. Potts, an assistant engineer in the United States Navy; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN C. COMFORT. 

Mr. MAISH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1312) for the relief of John 
C. Comfort, of Shiremanstown, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JULIA WATKINS, 

Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1313) granting a pension 
to Julia Watkins; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PHARMACY IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill i R. No, 1314) to regulate the 
| denise of pharmacy in the District of Columbia; which was read a 
rst and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
C. H. WALKER. 


Mr. WALSH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1315) for the relief of C. 
H. Walker, postmaster at Frostburgh, in Alleghany County, Mary- 
land; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed, i 

ROBERT W, SMOOT, 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1316) for the relief of 
Robert W. Smoot, of Montgomery County, Maryland; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

P. E. DYE, 


Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1317) for the relief of 
P. E. Dye, executor of Thomas M. Macubbin, deceased ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

: METROPOLITAN POLICE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 33 for 
the relief of the Metropolitan police force of the District of Co 
bia; Which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


CLASSIFICATION OF MERCHANT MARINE. 

Mr. HUNTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1318) to provide Gov- 
ernment classification for the sailing merchant marine of the United 
States engaged in foreign commerce; which was read a first and sec- 
ond 85 referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
prin 


A. H. HERR. 

Mr. CABELL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1319) for 
the relief of A. H. Herr, of Georgetown, District of Columbia ; which 
was real a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM TABB. 

Mr. DOUGLAS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1320) for the relief of 
William Tabb, of Fredericksburgh, Virginia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

SALLIE HARDEMAN. 

Mr. WALKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1321) for the relief of 
Sallie Hardeman; which was read a first and second time, 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN T. TUCKER, 


Mr. WALKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1322) to remove 
the political disabilities of John T. Tucker, of the District of Colum- 
bia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES B. OLIVER. 

Mr, WALKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1323) to remove the 
political disabilities of Charles B. Oliver, of Virginia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E. TWIFORD. 


Mr. JORGENSEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1324) for the relief 
of Miss Mary E. Twiford; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affuirs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MRS. CELLIE STOCKTON. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1325) for the 
relief of Mrs. Cellie Stockton, of Virginia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SAMUEL B. STAUBER AND OTHERS. 


Mr. ROBBINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1326) for the relief of 
Samuel B. Stauber and others; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

8. D. PLEMMONS. 

Mr. VANCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1327) for the relief of S. 
D. Plemmons, of North Carolina; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CADETS AT MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Mr. WADDELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1328) to reduce the 
number of cadets at the Military Academy; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


LIGHT-HOUSES ON CAPE FEAR RIVER. 


Mr. WADDELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1329) to provide 
for the re-establishment of light-houses on Cape Fear River; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN PLUNKETT. 

Mr. WADDELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1330) in favor of 
John Plunkett; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

STAFFORD, SEYMOUR & CO. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1331) for 
the relief of Stafford, Seymour & Co., and sundry other parties therein 
named, for Indian depredations ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

V. RICHARDS & BROTHERS. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1332) 
for the relief of V. Richards & Brothers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SETTLEMENT WITH RAILWAY COMPANIES. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1333) to provide for 
the settlement with certain railway companies; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ANTHONY L. MAXWELL. 


Mr. BLOUNT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1334) for the relief of 
Anony L. Maxwell, of Macon, Georgia, for ordnance stores and snp- 
plies taken at Knoxville, Tennessee, for the use of the United States 


Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM A. CORNWELL. 
Mr. COOK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1335) for the removal of the 
political disabilities of William A. Cornwell, of Georgia; which was 
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read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


SURVEY OF FLINT RIVER, GEORGIA. 

Mr. COOK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1336) to appropriate 
$2,000 for survey of Flint River, in Georgia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COTTON CLAIMS. 

Mr. COOK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1337) authorizing pay- 
ment for all cotton seized after May 29, 1865; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 


SOLDIERS OF SEMINOLE AND FLORIDA WARS. 


Mr. COOK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1338) granting pensions 
to the soldiers of the Seminole and Florida wars; which was read 
a firet and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REFUND OF COTTON TAX. 


Mr. COOK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1339) to refund certain 
taxes collected by the United States on raw cotton during the years 
1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1868; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 

Mr. SMITH, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1340) restoring 
to the pension-roll the name of James Buchanan, of Blakely, Early 
County, Georgia, first lientenant, Georgia militia, in the Florida In- 
dian war of 1836, and whose name was dropped from the rolls under 
the act of February 4, 1862 ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SAMUEL NOBLE. 

Mr. FORNEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1341) for the relief of 
Samuel Noble; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF COOSA RIVER. 

Mr. FORNEY also introduced a bill ( H. R. No. 1342) for the improve- 
ment of the Coosa River, in the States of Alabama and rgia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

W. P. VAN DERVEER. 

Mr. FORNEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1343) for the relief 
of W. P. Van Derveer, assignee and trustee of Charles P. May; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ciaims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

BRIGHT BYRD. 8 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1344) 
granting a pension to Bright Byrd, a soldier in the North Carolina 

olunteers in the war of 1812; which was read a first and second 
time, referred tothe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

DEPOSIT SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OF MOBILE, 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1345) for the 
relief of the Deposit Savings Association of Mobile, Alabama; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM C. EDMONSTON. 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1346 
for the relief of William C. Edmonston; which was read a first an 
porn time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 

rin 
* IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE HARBOR. 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1347) 
to appropriate money for the improvement of the harbor at Mobile, 
Alabama; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


JESSE STALLINGS, 

Mr. HERBERT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1348) to restore the 
name of Jesse Stallings, of Butler County, Alabama, to the pension- 
list; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF PEARL RIVER. 

Mr. HOOKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1349) for the removal 
of the bar at the mouth of Pearl River where the same empties into 
the Mississippi Sound; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be prin 


IMPROVEMENT OF PASCAGOULA RIVER. 

Mr. HOOKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1350) for the re- 
moval of the bar at the mouth of the Pascagoula River, and for the 
improvement of navigation of the same; which was read a first and 
en 85 referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 

printed. 


BONNET CARRE CREVASSE. è 


Mr. HOOKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1351) to stop the 
Bonnet Carré crevasse in the Mississippi River, above tho city of New 
Orleans, in the State of Louisiana; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RENEAU FEMALE UNIVERSITY. 

Mr. MANNING (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1352) to 
endow Renean Female University, in the State of Mississippi; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


COTTON TRANSPORTATION ON STEAMERS CARRYING PASSENGERS. 


Mr. CHALMERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1353) to amend sec- 
tion 4472 of the Revised Statutes, so far as the same relates to the 
transportation of cotton ou steamers e ing passengers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ESTATE OF GREENWOOD LEFLORE. 

Mr. MONEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1354) for the relief of John 
D. Leflore and James C. Harris, executors of the last will and testa- 
ment of Greenwood Leflore, deceased, of the State of Mississippi; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF RED RIVER. 

Mr. ELLIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1355) 2 an appropri- 
ation for the improvement of the mouth of Red River, in Louisiana; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


B. H. AND B. C. PETERSON. 


Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1356) for the relief of B. 
H. and B. C. Peterson, contractors for carrying United States mails ; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. ELLIS. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Bills of this character have heretofore been re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. ELLIS. The bill is offered at the suggestion of my colleague, 
Mr. DARRALL, and if that is the usual course let it be so referred. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CAPTURED AND ABANDONED PROPERTY. 

Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1357) in relation to the 
proceeds of captured and abandoned property remaining in tLe Treas- 
ury of the United States; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


NEW ORLEANS PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. GIBSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1358) to repeal the twenty- 
second section of an act entitled “ An act to incorporate the Texas Pa- 
citic Railroad Company and to aid in the construction of said road 
and for other purposes,” and to declare the rights and privileges and 
lands granted in said twenty-second section to the New Orleans, Ba- 
ton Rouge and Vicksburgh Railroad Company forfeited, and that the 
said twenty-second section be re-enacted in favor of the New Orleans 
Pacific Company ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 


K. C. DAVIDSON. : 
Mr. ELAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1359) for the relief of E. C 

Davidson, of Louisiana; which was read a first and second time, 

referred to the Committee of Elections, and ordered to be printed. 


SALARIES OF DISTRICT COURTS. 

Mr. LEONARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1360) fixing the sala- 
ries of the judges of the district courts of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to ths Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

JULIA A. ROBERTS. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1361) granting a 
pension to Julia A. Roberts; which was read a first and second timo, 
ee to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM D. COBAUGH. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill ue R. No. 1362) granting 
an increase of pension to William D. Cobaugh; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. . 

MRS. MARIA B. CRAIG. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1363) for the relief 
of Mrs. Maria B. Craig; which was read a first and second time, 
oo to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 

rin 
8 CAPTAIN JOHN A. LYNCH. 

Mr. BANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1364) for the relief of 

Captain John A. Lynch; which was read a first and second time, 
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ph, to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printe $ 
LYDIA A. MORRIS. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1365) granting a 
pension to Logins A. Morris, widow of the late John K. Morris, Com- 
pany A, Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 8 

WILLIAM BUCKLEY. 


Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1366) granting a 
pereon to William Buckley, a private in Company C, Fiftieth Ohio 

olunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES A. THOMAS. 
Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill ar R. No. 1367) for the relief of 
James A. Thomas; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


RAND GAS-LIGHT COMPANY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. VAN VORHES (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1368) to 
incorporate the Rand Gas-Light Company of the District of Columbia; 
which wasread a first and second time, referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


MILTON KENNEDY. 

Mr. NEAL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1369) for the 

yment of $500 to Milton Kennedy for services of the steamboat 

iketon ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
HILLBORN C. MILLER. « 

Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1370) to change the date 

of the muster-iu roll of Hillborn C. Miller, late of Company G, First 


Ohio Heavy Artillery; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN W. SKILES. 
Mr. KEIFER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1371) for the relief of John 
W. Skiles; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


FORM OF OATH OF OFFICE. 

Mr. GARDNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1372) to prescribe the 
form of oath of office and to repeal sections 1756, 1757, and 1758 of the 
Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed, 

f COMMISSIONERS OF ALABAMA CLAIMS, 

Mr. KNOTT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1373) for reviving and 
continuing the court of commissioners of Alabama claims, and for 
the distribution of the unappropriated moneys of the Geneva award ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS, SALLIE B. M’CAMPBELL, 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1374) for the relief 
of Mrs. Sally B. MeCampbell, of Jessamine County, Kentucky; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee ‘on Ap- 
propriations, and ordered to be printed. 

OLIVER H. PENNY. 


Mr. BLACKBURN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1375) for the 
relief of Oliver H. Penny, administrator of Mary Scott, of Jessamine 
County, Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE D. BLAKEY. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1376) 
for the relief of George D. Blakey, late collector of internal revenue 
for the second district of Kentucky ; which was read a first and sec- 
ond gns referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SECTION 363 OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1377) repealing section 
363 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, and substitutin 
another section in lien thereof; which was read a first and secon 
time, referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Department 
of Justice, and ordered to be printed. 

TRANSPORTATION OF NITRO-GLYCERINE, ETC. 

Mr, DURHAM also intréduced a bill (H. R. No. 1378) to amend sec- 
tion 4278 and other sections of the Revised Statutes in regard to the 
transportation of nitro-glycerine and other explosive materials ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

FINAL FEE IN PATENT CASES, 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1379) to 
extend the time in which 22 may be made of the final fee in 
cases of patents passed and allowed; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr, CLARKE, of Kentucky. I desire to say I introduce this bill 
without committing myself in any way to its provisions. 


JURISDICTION OF CIRCUIT COURTS. 

Mr. McKENZIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1380) to repeal parts 
of sections 563 and 629 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
and to regulate the original jurisdiction of the circuit courts in cer- 
tain cases: which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


THE PUBLIC DEBT. 

Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1381) to repeal section 
3693 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, title “ The Public 
Debt ;” which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


LEWIS C. DILS. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1382) for the relief 
of Lewis C. Dils, late a private in Company B, Thirty-ninth Kentneky 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


PENSIONS. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1383) to amend the 
third subdivision of section 4693 of the Revised Statutes, title Pen- 
sions ;” which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ANNE WEKE. 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1384) granting a pen- 
sion to Anne Weke, of Newport, Kentucky; which was reail a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed, 

HEIRS OF JOHN H. EVANS. 

Mr. ATKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1385) for the relief of the 
minor heirs of John H. Evans, d ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed. 75 

INTERNAL-REVENUE TAXES. ¥ 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1386) to provide for the 
refunding of internal- revenue taxes illegally collected; whicli was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PETER TARGARANNA. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1387) for the relief of 
Peter Targaranna; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

REUBEN 8. JONES. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1388) for the relief of 
Reuben S. Jones, of Memphis, Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SALMON B. COLBY. 

Mr. RIDDLE (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1389) for the 
relief of Salmon B. Colby; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LAND FOR RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH LINES. 

Mr. FULLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1390) to forfeit certain 

ergy land grants to aid in the construction of railroad and telegraph 
ines; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. FULLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1391) to equalize the 
bounties of soldiers who served in the late war for the Union; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR AT MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA. 

Mr. CALKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1392) to appropriate 
$52,500 to aid in the construction of a harbor at Michigan City, Indi- 
ana, and for other pu ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

ALEXANDER D. EVANS. 

Mr, CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1393) for the relief 
of Alexander D. Evans, late a private in Company C, One hundred 
and fourteenth Ohio Infantry; which was read a first and second 
time, y ratore tothe Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 

rin 
* INDEX TO CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. CALKINS also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 45) 
respecting an index to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and 
ordered to be printed. 

à SOLDIERS OF THE MEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. HUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1394) to pension soldiers 
of the Mexican war who are sixty years of age and upwards, and to 
pension all under that age as fast as they arrive at the age of sixty 
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years; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensious, and ordered to be printed. 


J. G. CAMPBELL. 


Mr. HUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1395) for the relief 
of J. G. Campbell, of Clinton, Indiana; which was read a first and 
5 time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. HUNTER also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 46) pro- 
premie a amendment to the Constitntion of the United States, pro- 

ibiting the payment of claims growing out of the rebellion; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on th 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. a 


ELIZABETH R. HULL. 


Mr, CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1396) granting a pen- 
sion to Elizabeth R. Hull; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Iuvalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed, 

APPRAISEMENT OF DUTIABLE GOODS. 

Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1397) to simplify the 
appraisement of goods, wares, and merchandise imported into the 
United States and subject to ad ralorem duty; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

NATURALIZATION. 

Mr. BRENTANO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1398) to establish a uni- 
form rule and to provide for uniform certificates of naturalization ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


JURISDICTION OF CIRCUIT COURTS, ETC. 


Mr. TIPTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1399) to amend the first 
section of the act entitled“ An act to determine the jurisdiction of 
the circuit courts of the United States, and to regulate the remoyal 
of causes from State courts, and for other purposes,” approved March 
3, 1875; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


LIENS OF JUDGMENTS. 


Mr. TIPTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1400) to define the liens 
of judgments in the courts of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. J 


WILLIAM KILGOUR, 


Mr. KNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1401) for the relief of Will- 
iam Kilgour and others, devisecs of James E. Kilgour, executor and 
devisee of William Kilgour; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


PETER W. TAYLOR. 


Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1402) for the 
relief of Peter W. Taylor, late lioutenant colonel Fortieth Regiment 
Ohio Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

HAMILTON ROBB. 


Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1403) grant- 
ing a pension to Hamilton Robb, late chaplain Indiana volunteers; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be priuted. 

J. D. GRAHAM, 


Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1404) for the relief of 
J. D. Graham; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

INSOLVENT SAVINGS BANKS. 


Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1405) to remit 
taxes on insolvent savings-banks; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

GIBBES & CO. 

Mr. SPRINGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1406) for the relief of 
Gibbes & Co., of Charleston, South Carolina; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

MILO M, ADAMS, 


Mr. SPRINGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1407) granting an 
honorable discharge to Milo M. Adams, Company D, One hundred and 
eleventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS FOR MEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. POLLARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1408) granting pensions 
to widows and children of Mexican soldiers who were drawing pen- 
sions at the date of their death; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. : 


MISSOURI WAR CLAIMS, 


Mr. BUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1409) to authorize the 
Third Auditor of the Treasury to examine the evidence of payments 
made by the State of Missouri to State troops serving in the Union 
Army, and also the evidence as to supplies furnished to troops and 
which are yet unpaid; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF MISSOURI RIVER. 


Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1410) for the im- 
provement of the Missouri River from the city of Saint Charles to 
the mouth of the said river, and to prevent the erosion of its banks 
in Point Prairie in Saint Charles County, Missouri; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


LOTTERY TICKETS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1411) to prevent 
the sale of policy or lottery tickets in tho District of Columbia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


DEPREDATIONS UPON PROPERTY IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R, No, 1412) to prevent 
depredatiens upon property in the District of Columbia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

a SOLOMON T. KAUBLE. 

Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1413) granting a 
3 to Solomon T. Kauble, private in Fifth Cavalry, Yinetieth 

giment Indiana Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 179) to authorize 
the taking of certain parcels of land fur public use at the intersec- 
tion of Pennsylvania and Maryland avenues on the west front of the 
Capitol Grounds; in which the concurrence of the House was re- 
quested. 

BLASIUS REIDINGER. 

Mr. HATCHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1414) granting a pen- 
sion to Blasius Reidinger, of Madison County, Missouri; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT L. LINDSAY. 

Mr. HATCHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1415) for the relief 
of Robert L. Lindsay, late captain of the Fiftieth Regiment, Missouri 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LINDSAY MURDOCH. 

Mr. HATCHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1416) for the relief 
of Lindsay Murdoch, late collector of the seeond district of the State 
of Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

M. M. LYNCH, 

Mr. HATCHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1417) for the relief 
of M. M. Lynch, of Washington County, Missouri; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. } ; . 

ARMSTRONG O'HARA, 

Mr. HATCHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1418) for the relief 
of Armstrong O'Hara; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN MIX AND RANDOLPH NORWOOD. 

Mr. HATCHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1419) for the relief 
of Captain John Mix and Lieutenant Randolph Norwood, of the United 
States Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

- WILLIAM LETT. 

Mr. REA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1420) granting a pension to 
William Lett, late a private in Company C, First Regiment Tennes- 
see Volunteers in the war of 1861; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. . 
LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. REA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1421) to authorize farm- 
ers and planters to sell leaf. tobacco of their own production to other 
persons than those who have paid a special tax, without paying a 
special tax therefor ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES L. HAMMACK. 


Mr. REA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1422) granting a pension 


‘to James L. Hammack, of St. Joseph, Missouri; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 
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ANDREW M. JORDEN. 

Mr. REA also (by request) introduced a bill a R. No. 1423) for the 
relief of Andrew M. Jorden, of Benton Township, Atchison County, 
Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW WOLCOLM. 

Mr. BLAND introduced a bill 55 R. No. 1424) for the relief of 
Andrew Wolcolm, of Rolla, Phelps County, Missouri; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN JACKSON. 


Mr. GUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1425) for the relief of 
John Jackson, of Kansas City, Missouri ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MINORS OF JOHN W. JONES. 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1425) for the relief of 
the minors of John W. Jones; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LAND CLAIM IN NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1427) to confirm 
land claim No. 45, New Mexico; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JAMES P, OWEN. . 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill 2 R. No. 1428) for the relief 
of James P. Owen; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed, 


FORT SMITH MILITARY RESERVATION. 


Mr. CRAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1429) donating the 
military reservation at Fort Smith, Arkansas, to the city of Fort 
Smith for free schools; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

POWELL E. HOGAN. | 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1430) for the relief 
of Powell E. Hogan; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF DETROIT RIVER. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No 1431) 
making an appropriation for improving the navigation of Detroit 
River; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


RECORDING DEEDS, ETC., DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1432) providing for the recording of deeds, mortgages, and other 
conveyances affecting real estate in the District of Columbia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY E. WHEELOCK. 


Mr. STONE, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1433) grant- 
ing a pension to Mary E. Wheelock, widow of Edward C. Wheelock, 
late musician in Third Regiment, 8 Infuntry Volunteers; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN LANGLAND. 


Mr. STONE, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1434) 
nting a pension to John Langland, late private Company B. 
‘irst Michigan Sharp-Shooters; which was read a first and secon 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 
JULIA F. HISCUTT. 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1435) 
granting a pension to Julia F. Hiscutt, guardian of the minor heirs 
of William S. Price, late corporal Company D, Twenty-first Regi- 
ment Michigan Volunteers ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed, : 

LITTLE TRAVERSE POINT LIGHT-HOUSE. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan, asking for the construction of a light-house 
on the point of Little Traverse Harbor, Michi ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

MANATEE AND FORT MYERS MAIL ROUTE. 


Mr. DAVIDSON presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Florida, asking. for a mail route from Manatee Village, on the Mana- 
tes River, to Fort Myers. on the Caloosahatchee River, in Monroe 
County, by the way of Helena, on Sarasota Bay, Hickory Bluff, on 
Peace Creek, and Punta Rasa; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

WEEKLY MAIL ROUTE BETWEEN TUCKERTOWN AND BARTOW. 

Mr. DAVIDSON also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 

of the State of Florida, asking for a weekly mail route between Tuck- 


ertown, in Hernando County, and Bartow, in Polk County, in said 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the Post-Otlice and 
Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF SUWANEE RIVER. 
Mr. DAVIDSON also presented a joint resolution of the Logislature 
of Florida, asking Congress to appropriate $100,000 for the purpose 
of improving the ay He ey of the Suwanee River,in said State; 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER. 

Mr. DAVIDSON also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 
of Florida, asking Congress to appropriate $20,000 for the special pur- 
pose of improving the navigation of the Caloosahatchee River, in said 

tate; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES COURT, JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA, 


Mr. BISBEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1435) to provide a sec- 
ond term of the district and circuit court of the United States at 
Jacksonville, Florida; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


JURISDICTION OF FEDERAL JUDGES. 


Mr. BISBEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1437) to enlarge the 
jurisdiction of the judges of the Federal courts in vacation; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MISSISSIPPI AND ATLANTIC CANAL. 


Mr. BISBEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1438) to provide for 

a survey of an inland water route and canal from the Mississippi 

River, to the Atlantic Ocean ; which was read a first and second time, 

referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
LOUISA ALBERTSON. 


Mr. THROCKMORTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1439) for the 
relief of Louisa Albertson, of Dallas, Texas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE JUDICIARY. 

Mr. SAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No 1440) to re-organize the judi- 
ciary of the United States; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be priuted. 

JOHN O. VALLANDINGHAM, 


Mr. STONE, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1441) for the re- 
lief of John O. Vallandingham, Company A, Twenty-fifth Regiment 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry ; which was read a first and second time, 
3 to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ADELIA K. CLARK. 

Mr. DEERING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1442) granting a pension 
to Adelia K. Clark; which was read a first aud second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM GIBSON. 


Mr. DEERING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1443) granting a 
pension to Williom Gibson; which was read a first and second time, 
8 to the Committee on Invalid Peusious, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HEIRS OF JOHN RICE JONES. 

- Mr. BURDICK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1444) to indemnify the 
heirs and legal representatives of John Rice Jones, deceased, for the 
lands sold and otherwise appropriated by the United States within 
the limits of certain confirmed private land claims in the State of 
Illinois and to quiet titles; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

- HIRAM BOOTH. 

Mr. BURDICK also introduced a bill (II. R. No. 1445) for the relief 
of Hiram Booth, late a private in Company F, Sixth Regiment Iowa 
Cavalry Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JONATHAN ROBERTS, 


Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1446) grantin 
a pauson to Jonathan Robe: of Marietta, lowa; which was 
a first and second time, refe to the Committee on Invalid Pon- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

C. L. QUAKENBUSH. 

Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1447) forthe 
relief of C. L. Quakenbush, of Vinton, lowa; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SF.CTION 3297 OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1448) to ex- 
tend the provisions of section 3297 of the Revised Statutes to other 
institutions of learning; which was read a first and second time, 
eet to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed, 
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JUDGMENT LIENS OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 
Mr. OLIVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1449) in relation to liens 


of judgments of United States courts; which was read a rst and 
second timo, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 
CHARLES T. MARTIN, 
Mr. OLIVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1450) for the relief 
of Charles T. Martin; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Olaims, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE W. WICKWIRE, 


Mr. OLIVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1451) granting a pen- 
sion to George W. Wickwire ; which was read a first and second time, 
es to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 

rin 
: FORECLOSURE SUITS. 

Mr. LYNDE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1452) to provide for ap- 
pearance on behalf of the United States in foreclosure suits; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


SOLOMON SCHWENGER. 


Mr. LYNDE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1453) for the relief of 
Solomon Schwenger; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


CONSULATE AT OMOA AND TRUXILLO. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1454) to change the name of the Consulate at Omoa and Trux- 
illo;” which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


ANDREW E. HODGES, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1455) for the relief of Andrew E. Hodges ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 


NAVIGATION OF CHIPPEWA RIVER, WISCONSIN. 


Mr. POUND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1456) to appropriate the 
sum of $250,000 to improve the navigation of the Chippewa River, in 
the State of Wisconsin, and to te the volume of water in the 
Chippewa and Mississippi Rivers; which was read a first and second 
firon, refered to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
prin 

BENICIA ARSENAL, CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. LUTTRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1457) to appropriate 
money for the completion and improvement of the Benicia Arsenal, 
California; which was read a first and second time, reierred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


LIGHT-HOUSE AT SAN LUIS OBISPO HARBOR, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PACHECO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1458) to provide for 
the location of a light-house at San Luis Obispo Harbor, in the 
State of California; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


MALINDA THURSTON AND NANCY LITTLETON. 


Mr. PAGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1459) for the relief of Ma- 
linda Thurston and Nancy Littleton, of California; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS TORRE. 

Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1460) granting a pen- 
sion to Thomas Torre; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PAYMENT OF DUTIES. 

Mr. PHILLIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1461) to provide for 
the payment of duties on imports in legal-tender notes of the United 
States, and to determine the time when they shall be receivable; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
var and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The billis very brief, and I ask that it be printed 
in the Recorp. 

The SFEAKER, The Chair cannot ask that leave under this call. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Then I ask that it be read. 

The SPEAKER. That will not insure its going into the RECORD. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I understand that very well. ~ 

The bill was read and referred. 


FEES OF REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS. 

Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1462) in relation to certain 
fees allowed to registers and receivers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

HARRY FOURS, 

Mr. RYAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1463) for the relief of 
Harry Fours; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


DAVID MORROW. 


Mr. RYAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1464) for the relief of 
David Morrow; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY M’NAMARA. 
Mr. WILSON introduced bill (H. R. No. 1465) granting a pension 
to Mary McNamara ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SAVILLA ATHEY. 


Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill 155 R. No. 1466) for the relief of 

Savilla Athey; which was read a first and second time, referred to 

the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT MILE CREEK. 

Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1467) for the relief of 
the Methodist Episcopal church at Mile Creek, Berkeley County, 
West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be print 

RAVAGES OF GRASSHOPPERS. 

Mr. ROMERO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1468) to provide for the 
relief of persons suffering from rav of grasshoppers ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Agricult- 
ure, and ordered to be printed. 


SETTLERS ON SCHOOL LANDS IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Mr. JACOBS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1469) to provide for the 
relief of settlers upon school lands in Washington Territory; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN A. SIMMS. 


Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1470) for the relief of 
John A. Simms, Indian agent at Colville, Washington Territory, and 
his employés; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

LAND ENTRIES, 


Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1471) to give pariis con- 
testant time to file or enter lands under the 1 omestead, 
or timber-culture acts after the contest shall baye been finally de- 
cided ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM GEMMILL. 


Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1472) for tho relief 
of William Gemmill; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN L. TAYLOR. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1473) granting a 
pension to John L. Taylor; which was read a first and second time, 
re to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER. There are some e easier present who 
were not present when their States were called, and the Chair now 
will receive bills that they desire to introduce. 

GUANO ISLANDS. 


Mr. KIMMEL introduced a bill (H.-R. No. 1474) to farther sus- 
55 tho operation of section 5574 of the Revised Statutes of the 
nited States, title 72,in relation to Guano Islands; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 
CHANGE OF REGISTRY. 

Mr. BAGLEY introdaced a bill (H. R. No. sey granting an Amer- 
ican ister to the Canadian steam ferry-boat Geneva; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that the Honse do now adjourn. 


INDEMNITY FROM SPAIN. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Before that motion is put I ask unanimous con- 
sent to submit a resolution of inquiry for consideration at this time. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State bo requested to inform the House, if not 
incompatible with the public interests, what amount of indemnity has been paid to 
. November 4, 161% and whet — 
‘bean mundo of sah fund a5 may have received. 

There being no objection, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; aud also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. EAMES. I ask consent to introduce a bill for reference | 

Many MEMBERS. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLyMER] that the House now adjourn. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


Leave of absence, by nnanimous consent, was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Bunpy, for sixteen days, on account of important business; 

To Mr. Money, for four days, to attend to important business; and 

To Mr. DARRALL, indefinitely, on account of serious illness in his 
family. 

$ WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. a 

Mr. LUTTRELL obtained unanimous consent for the withdrawal 
from the filesof tho House of tho discharge papers of Martin Kelly; no 
adverse report. 

Mr. JACOBS obtained nnanimous consent for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of papers in tho case of F. Prosh and T. F. Mc- 
Elroy; no adverse report. 

Mr. HATCHER, by unanimons consent, obtained leave for the with- 
drawal from the files of the House of papers in the ease of Robert L. 
Lindsay, Lindsay Murdock, M. M. Lynch, and Blaisius Reidinger; no 
adverse report. 

PRESERVATION OF MODELS IN PATENT OFFICE. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimons consent, laid before the Honse a 
letter from the Secretary of the Interior in reply to Houso resolution 
of the 2d instant in reference to the preservation of models saved 
from the late fire at the Patent Office; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

II. H, WELLS, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting a communication from the Attor- 
ney-Geveral in relation to the account of H. H. Wells, United States 
attorney for the District of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Justice. 

The motion of Mr. CLYMER was then agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o'clock and five minutes p. m.) tho House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BACON: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. General J. B. 
Plummer for property lost during the late war—to the Committee on 
War Claims. . 

By Mr. BANNING: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, relativo to the subject of bridging the Ohio River—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Criscr, for compensation for services 
rendered the War Department—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BLOUNT: Papers relating to the claim of French Graham 
—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BROWNE: The petition of Clement R. Strahan, to be paid 
moneys improperly withheld from him while in tho volunteer service 
of the United Btates—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BUTLER: Tho petitions of Eliza A. Barnes, Eleanor M. 
Finan, and Margaret Carney, for pensions—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of William Bengoa; for tho correction of his 
mili record—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Lucian Prince, of Worcester, Massachnsetts, 
for legislation that will prevent cruelty to animals while in transit 
by railroads or other means of conveyance within the United States— 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin N. Disbrow, guardian ad litem of the 
minor heirs of Charles Fox, deceased, for an appropriation to satisfy 
a judgment obtained by him against the United States—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CAIN: Papers relating to the claim of Walter D. Plowden— 
to the Committee of Claims, 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee: The petition of James A. Parki- 
son, for arrears of peusion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CANNON, of Illinois: The peron of H. 8. Clark and others, 
of Mattoon, Illinois, that a pension be granted to Hamilton Robb—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CHALMERS: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs, Emily 
Miller—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Iowa: The petition of citizens of Benton County, 
Iowa, that taxes on deposits, circulation, and capital of all bauks be 
repealed and the subject of bank taxation be remitted to the several 
States and Territories, as before the war—to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency. 

By Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky: The petition of citizens of Bards- 
town, Keutucky, for the removal of the limitations in the pension 
laws—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COX, of Ohio: Papers relating to the claim of Licutenant 
Henry Z. Eaton—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CULBERSON: Papers relating to the claim of Mary E. 
Purnell—to tho same committee. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Memorial of citizens of New Orleans, asking for a 
charter for or such legislation as may be necessary to enable the 
Barataria Canal Company to be constructed—to the Committee on 
Commerce, 

Also, papers relating to the claim of G. P. Work for carrying United 
States mails—to the Committee of Claims, 
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Also, papers relating to the claims of Judith Perkins and Maric P. 
Evans, Peter F. Kendall, and James A. Payne—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. FELTON: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
ronte from Canton to Dallas, Georgia, via Cherokee Mills and Ac- 
worth—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of Mrs. F. A. Perrin, postmaster at 
Clyde, Ohio, to be paid the value of postage-stamps stolen from her 
by burglars—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. FREEMAN: The petition of Captain Nathaniel R. Harris, 
for pay for services rendered as an ofllcer in the United States Artil- 
lery—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

lso, memorial of the National Board of Trade for the establishment 
of an international monetary convention—to the Committee on Coin- 
age, Weights, and Measnres. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: Papers relating to the claim of Charles W. 
Adams—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: Papers relating to the claim of M. 
G, Harman for rent of property by United States Army—to the same 
committeo. 

By Mr. HENKLE: Memorial of mechanics and laboring-men in 
the various Departments of the Government, for an equalization of 
salaries—to the Committee on Education aud Labor. 

By Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama: Papers relating to the claims of E. 
B. Lovett, Reuben Roberson, W. B. Day, Carter Scott, Isham Gut- 
tery, William Graham, Priscilla Graham, Andrew J, Ingle, Charles P. 
Owen, for property token by the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittec on War Claims. 

B Mr. HEWITT, of New York: Papers relating to the claim of 
G. Morris, exeentor of S. J. Morris, deceased, to be reimbursed 
the amount paid by him for certain property purchased by him at a 
sale under a confiscation proceeding iu Alexandria, Virginia, against 
Dr. Orlando Fairfax, and from which he was ejected by an order of 
the District conrt—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HISCOCK: The petition of citizens of Syracuse, New York, 
to increase the salaries of letter-carriers—to the Committee on Post- 
Oñices and Post-Roads. , 

By Mr. HOOKER: The petition of 2,967 citizens of Mississippi, that 
the cotton tax be refunded—to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to tho claim of Jolin A. Trook 
for property taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the owners of the bark Mary 
Teresa for losses sustained from illegal seizure by the United States 
consul at Bahia, Brazil—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of John L. Ginck, for an international copyright 
law—to the Committee on Forcign Affairs. 

By Mr. JACOBS: Papers relating to the claims of F. Prash and T. 
F. McElroy—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Sarah Morrison, for compensa- 
tion for damages sustained by reason of experimental firing by 
United States officers—to the samo committec. 

By Mr. KIMMEL: Papers reluting to the claim of Henry M. 
Meade, late paymaster United States Navy—to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. KNOTT: The petition of F. K. Summers, for compensation 
for carrying United States mails—to the Committeo of Claims. 

By Mr. LOCKWOOD: Memorial of the Board of Trage of Buffalo, 
New York, for an e boat for deepening the channel at Lime 
Kilns Crossing, Detroit River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of 500 citizens of Buffalo, New York, to repeal 
the national-banking act and the act of March, 1469, the resumption 
act of January 14, 1875, and to make greenbacks a legal-tender for 
all dues—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. MANNING: Papers relating to the claims of Leander D. 
Alexander and Mrs. Frances R. Alexander for poparty taken by the 
United States Army—to the Committees on War Claims, 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post route from 
Senatobia to Hudson, Tate County, Mississippi—te the Committee on 
tho Post-Offico and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: Papers relating to the claim of Peter M. Hal- 
wick, for additional pay as a United States oflicer—to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. McCOOK: The petition of Schuyler Hamilton, late licu- 
tenant-colonel United States Army, for relicf—to the same com- 
mitteo, 

By Mr. MULDROW : The petitions of hee Miller, Francis M. 
Bramlitt, Stephen W. Betts, John T. Rawles, Edwin G. Thomas, Ed- 
ward G. Shanuon, Henry Metts, Laban L. Ledbetter, Hugh M. Sam- 
ples, John S. Ratliff, J. Addison Davis, James Hodges, Adam * 
róne, Josephus F. Frazer, John H. Harris, James Betts, Charles W. 
Martin, Mrs. Martha L. Ware, George A. ‘rs, George W. Lockhart, 
Burwell Jackson, Robert A. Miller, John W. Pitts, Thomas J. Babb, 
James M. Girhan, Josephus Dillard, George W. Lockhart, agent, 
Mary Hill, Robert Kilpatrick, William R. Harris, Mrs. Mariam Davis, 
and Mrs. Mary Beckham, for property taken and destroyed by the 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. PAGE: The petition of Malinda Thurston, for compensation 
for property destroyed by the Mormons in the Mountain Meadow 
massacre—to the Committee of Claims. 
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By Mr. PRIDEMORE: Papers relating to the claim of George W. 
Henderlite—to the same committee. 
By Mr. SCHLEICHER: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. M. E. 


Brackenridge—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of apa ree of the United States, for an appro- 
riation for printing the subject-catalogue, as recommended by the 
urgeon-General—to the Committee on Printing. 

Also, the petition of citizens of San Marcos, Texas, for the repeal 

3 the tax on national banks—to the Committee on Banking and 
urreney. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: The petition of John Woodward, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

By Mr. STEELE: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
ronte between Hamlet, North Carolina, and Cheraw, South Carolina— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: Papers relating tothe claimof Henry 
Warren for property destroyed by Indians—to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: Papers relating to the claim of Julius 
M. Carrington for services rendered as an officer in the United States 
Army—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the claim of James O. Robert- 
son—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. WALKER: The petition of Sallie Hardeman, for pay for 
maintenance of sick and indigent colored people—to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Also, the petition of John T. Tucker, of the District of Columbia, 
ef eon removal of his political disabilities—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. i 

‘Also, the petition of C. B. Oliver, of similar import—to the same 
committe. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: Papers relating to the claims of 
ren Ladd and John L. Williams—to the Committee on Indian 

airs. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of ee Seer R. Hansom, presi- 
dent, and 62 others, members of the Florida Colonization Society of 
Baltimore, Maryland, for the passage of bill H. R. No. 110 or some 
other like measure for the aid of settlers on the public domain—to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, November 13, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I present aconcnrrent resolution of the Twenty- 
ninth General Assembly of the State of Missouri, instructing her Sena- 
tors and requesting her Representatives in Congress to vote for the 
repeal of the bankrupt law. I move its reference to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with the hope that that committee will speedily 
report a bill for that purpose, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented a concurrent resolution of the Twenty- 
ninth General Assembly of the State of Missouri, setting forth the 
inconvenience and injustice of the present law in re: to the sale 
of leaf-tobaceo by a certain class of growers, and instructing her 
Senators and requesting her Representatives in Con to use their 
influence to secure such legislation as will protect the farmers in the 
growth and sale of leaf-to Which was referrred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a resolution of the Twenty-ninth General As- 
sembly of the State of Missouri, in favor of the construction of a 
southern transcontinental railway on the line of the thirty-second or 
thirty-fifth parallel of latitude from the Mississippi Valley to the 
Pacilic Ocean; which was referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Twenty-ninth General 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, in favor of the removal of the 
National Capital toa more central point in the Federal Union; which 
was refe to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Twenty-ninth General 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, in favor of an appropriation 
by Congress for the improvement of the Gasconade River, and of a 
liberal grant of land including the lands along the coast of that 
river; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present also a joint resolution of the General 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, in favor of an appropriation by 
Congress for the improvement of the channel of tho Mississippi 
River. As it is very short, I desire to have this resolution read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be read if there be 
no objection. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Joint resolution of the two houses of the General Assembly of the State of Mis- 


souri, memorializing Congress to make appropriations for the improvement of 
the channel of the ppi River. Ms 


Whereas the jetty system, as applied by Captain James B. Eads to remove 


obstructions to navigation interposed by sand · bars amd mud-lumps at the month 
of the South Pass of tho Mississippi River is now an admitted success ; and 
Whereas the permanent establi t of a deep water channel connecting the 
waters of the Mississippi River with those of the Gulf of Mexico is an event of 
incalculable importance to the enrii manufacturing, and commercial inter- 
ests of the entire valley of thè ippi, inasmuch as it affords unimpeded in- 
to and egress from the great inland lines of water transportation, thus afford- 
fng speedy and certain communication with the comm ports of the world; 
an 


Whereas the best interests of the whole country demand that all possible facili- 
ties should be afforded the 2 to effect a cheap exchange of the 3 of tho 
soil and commodities of trade for the products and com ities of foreign coun- 

es—a communication 555 of accomplishment through the deep water 

an J 


tri 
channel of the South Pass; 
Whereas it is in order that the full benefits to be derived from tho 


necessary, 
accomplishfent of the great work undertaken by Captain James B. Eads may bo 
realized, the channel of the great river which flows through the jetties should 
be cleared from Saint Paul to New Orleans of all obstructions w. impede the 
in navigating its waters: Therefore. 
4 i wane — Aken in General 
ssembly Thai gress be ins and our Representa- 
tives requested, to present the importance of the work contemplated, and that they 
use every lawful means to induce Congress to make appropriations commensurate 
with the magnitude of the work to be accomplished and the value and importance 
of the results to be achieved. 
That the secretary of state be instrncted to forward to each of our 
members of Congress a certified copy of these joint Uons. 


Approved March 27, 1877. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move the reference of this memorial to the 
Select Committee on the Levees of the Mississippi River. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. presented the petition of James A. Parkinson, late 
rivate in Company A, Tenth Regiment Tennessee Cavalry, praying 
or arrears of pensions ; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 

sions. e 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented a petition of the Viticultural Society of 
the District of Columbia, praying for the appoiutment of a committee 
by Congress to co-operate with them in the furtherance of the object 
of that society, namely, the relief of the distressed condition of the 
surplus labor in cities; which was referred to the Committee on Ed- 
ucation and Labor. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Wirt Goldsborough, 
widow of r-Admiral Louis M. Goldsborough, United States Navy, 
praying for a pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

Mr. BOOTH presented the memorial of J. C. C. Foster and others, 
citizens of California, and settlers on lands granted to the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company, protesting against the extension of time to 
that company and any onan of its route, and praying for such leg- 
islation as will protect their rights and interests in the lands on which 
5 settled; which was referred to the Committee on Public 

n 


Mr. JONES, of Florida, presented the petition of E. W. Heuck and 
others, homestead and pre-emption settlers on lands in the State of 
Florida, praying the passage of a law extending the provisions of 
section 2288, chapter 4, of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 
so as to enable them to canyon certain portions of their lands to aid 
in the construction of railroads; which wasreferred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. BECK presented a petition of Mrs. Mary T. Duncan, of Louisville, 
Kentucky, praying compensation for property seized by the military 
authorities of the United States during the late war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of Beard, Hikox & Co., and 
others, bankers, merchants, &c., of Springfield, Illinois, praying for 
the repeal of the bankrupt law ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


BAY OF MOBILE. 


Mr. MORGAN. I present the petition of the State industrial con- 
vention of Alabama, held at Blount Springs, Alabama, praying for 
an appropriation for the improvement of the bay of Mobile. I be 
the indulgence of the Senate to say that I havo already present: 
and had referred to the propor committee a large number of memo- 
rials and petitions comin m various parts of the State of Ala- 
bama on this subject, and the sentiment of the people is very nt 
in reference to this matter. Last summer, my attention being called 
to the subject, 1 had occasion to address a communication to the 
Secretary of War asking him for such information as he in 
reference to the importance and feasibility of dredging the channel 
of the bay of Mobile, and making it a ship-channel of thirty feet. 
In reply to that letter I received the following communication: 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 1, 1877. 
Sm: In reply to your letter of the 21st ultimo, I have the honor to inform yor 
that a survey of Mobilo Bay, with reference to its improvement, would cost from 
$4,500 to $10,000, and that there are no funds which can properly be devoted to this 


Urpose, 
ji In view of the importance of the project, however, I inclose a copy of a 
report by Captain Damrell, and suggest that you bring the matter to the attention 
of as ommitteo on apni baat next session of Congress, 
y respect{ our obedient servan 
77 2 „ GEORGE W. McCRARY, 
Secretary of War. 
Hon. Jonx T. MORGAN, 
United States Senator, Selma, Alabama. 


I have also the report of Captain Damroll, which is not extensive, 
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and contains very full and accurate information on the subject, and 


I ask the attention of the Senate to it: 


UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Mobile, Alabama, December 18, 1876. 
Brigadier-General A. A. HUMPHREYS, - 
Ohief of Engineers, United States Army, Washington, D. C. 
GENERAL: In 5 with instructions contained in circalar letter dated 
November 3, 1876, I have the honor to submit the following statements in regard 
ascertain practicability and 


to the survey of the bay of Mobilo, Alabama, to 
cost of cutting a d channel from the lower anchorage of the bay of Mobile to 
the city of Mobile, 


The city of M. bile is situated at the mouth of Mobile River and the northern 
extremity of Mobile ons eg through tho latter is accorded continuous water com- 
muni with the Gulf of Mexico, distant over thirty miles. ` 

Tho wharves of the city are at present accessible to vessels drawing less than 
thirteen fect of water, and all vessels drawing thirteen feet or more are compelled 
to remain in the lower bay, at what is called the “lower anchorage” or lower 
fleet,” about twenty-seven miles south of Mobile, and have to be arged and 
loaded by lighters. From tho lower anchorage a deep channel, about ten miles in 
length, leads to the outer bar, over which v: drawing twenty-two feet can safely 
pe. us enabling vessels of that draught to enter into the bay and anchor at the 

wer Eres. od where they remain until ready for sea. From the lower anchor- 
ago (where wo havea depth of twenty-one to twenty-three feet of water) northward 

© bay shoals to only thirteen feet in a distance of about six miles, and maintains 
this depth to within about ten miles south of the city. From this t a channel 
two hundred feet wide thirtcen feet deep has lately been completed by the United 
States Government to the mouth of the Mobile River, and only vessels of less than 
thirteen feet draught can reach the wharves of the city. 

The contemplated improvement consists in the cutting of a channel from the 
lower anchorage in the bay to the city of Mobile of sufficient depth and width to 
allow all vessels entering the lower bay to reach the city and è and load at 


her wharves. 
Mobile is the only sea-port of Alabama, with a popan of about forty thou- 
sand inhabitants, and by means of its railroads and rivers is easy of access as a 
market and ing point for the surplus products of a large portion of the South, 
embracing the of Alabama, eastern partof Mississippi and Western Tennes- 
see, with an area of about seventy thousand square miles, and a population of over 
one and one-half millions. 

3 statistics of the commerce of this port for the last fiscal year have 


total exports PF tation from this port Sois 
00 


over 

that loaded at the city wharves is, as I am informed by reliable parties, at least 

121 in ots shipment — over $100,000 

This amount is largely Keel pest 

an - 

last to the city; and even at the proms depressed state of trade it 
that the commerce of this port is 


estimated 


labama and Mader ppi can furnish an abundant supply, is steadily on the 
an 


Navy, as a coaling station, whero coal could be obtained at cheap rates. 

An examination of Mobile Bay, furnishing sufficient data to determine the feasi- 
bility, with paas estimate of costof cutting a sony SeT channel from the lower 
pence go 28 Bay to the city of Mobile, bama, could be made with an 
e ature o: . 

survey of Mobile Bay, from which a 3 this improvement with detailed 
estimates of costs could pared, and which should also include the obtaining 
of all data bearing upon all the various projects entertained at different times by 
able engineers, as the formation of a r either north or south of Dauphin 
Island, to be connected with Mobile by rail, or of s harbor for loading timber ves- 
sels, by const ruetion of a breakwater north of Mobile Point, tho opening of a chan- 
nel to R water by scour of the current to be obtained by closing other out- 
lets and forcing the combined waters of the Tombigbee and Alabama 
through Mobile Dre would 9 5 

y respectfully, your o servan: 
mm 3 A. N. DAMRELL, 


Captain Engineers, United States Army. 

I will further say, Mr, President, that itis not the purpose of myself, 
or any of tho other gentlemen representing Alabama, to make any 
claim or demand whatever upon Congress for money to be expended 
without public benefit on the bay of Mobile. Our desire is to have 
a systematic arrangement of all the improvements to be made there, 
so that real economy may be practiced in all public expenditures in 
that quarter. We do not expect the Congress of the United States 
to say that the bay of Mobile shall never receive any assistance or 
any contribution from the Treasury of the United States in reference 
to its improvement. We know that improvements will be made there; 
that money will be expended there; and it shall be our chief care to 
sec that that money be not lavishly and wastefully, I might say fool- 
ishly, expended, 

One of our most enlightened engineers, who has been for a long 
time engaged in surveying the bay of Mobile, has had this subject 
under his special and ul consideration, and he has arrived at the 
conclusion that no money can be spent in the bay of Mobile satis- 
factorily since we have deepened the channel, as has already been 
done, to the depth of thirteen feet and two hundred feet broad, with- 
ont a survey to be made by a series of borings and experimental sur- 
veys of different kinds, to ascertain whether or not the public money 
can hereafter be profitably and wisely expended in farther improve- 
ment. I desire to call the attention of the Senate to the subject. 


Rivers 


I move that the memorial be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


Am from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 4) to provide a penalty for wanton injury to the 
public libraries in the District of Columbia and in the Territories of 
the United States; 

A bill (H. R. No, 902) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for ane fiscal year ending June 30, 1378, and for other pur- 

an 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 33) authorizing the payment of Rev. 
John Poisal, D. D., late Chaplain of the House of Representativ 
- — of his service as such without taking the oaths prescri 

y law. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PADDOCK. The Committee on Public Lands having had under 
consideration the bill (S. No. 138) for the relief of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands under the pre-emption laws, have instructed me to report it 
back with an amendment and recommend its passage. I present in 
connection with the bill a letter from the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office recommending its passage. I move that this letter 
be printed. 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The bill (S. No. 13) for the relief of Amy King 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. Itis a bill granting a pen- 
sion. The Committee on Claims have instructed me to report the 
bill back and to move that they be discharged from its further con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 149) for the relief of Charles B. Varney, reported it 
without 555 submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be prin 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 3) authorizing Commander 
Edmund O. Matthews, of the United States Navy, to accept a gilt 
wees from the Emperor of Siam, reported it without amendment. 

r. HAMLIN. Iam further instructed by the same committee, to 
whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 2) authorizing the 
pi posi of commissioners to ascertain on what terms a recipro- 

treaty of commerce with the Republic of Mexico can be arranged, 
to report the same back and ask to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

I am also instructed by the committee to say that they are led to 
this report from the belief that the subject is not appropriate for the 
consideration of the Committee on Foreign Relations; it is one affect- 
ing directly the revenues of the country, and which appropriately, 
therefore, belongs to the Committee on Finance, And further, whi 
reporting back the resolution and recommending its reference to the 
Committee on Finance, the Committee on Foreign Relations are im- 
pressed with grave doubt whether it is a subject appropriate for the 
consideration of the Senate in any manner: first, for the reason that 
it seeks rather to initiate a system of negotiating treaties that be- 
longs exclusively to the President and, second, because it is so con- 
nected with the revenue system of the Government that certainly no 
such bill can originate in the Senate, 

Mr. MAXEY. I moved the reference of that joint resolution, when 
I introduced it, to the Committee on Foreign Relations, because it is 
a measure pertaining to our relations with a foreign government, and 
I knew of no committee properly chargeable with such matters, save 
that committee especially intrusted with the examination of subjects 
concerning our relations with foreign governments. For that reason, 
I asked the reference and it was made; not that I desired to keep it 
out of the Finance Committee, because I would as soon have it go to 
that committee as to any other. 

The second point e, I think, by the Senator from Maine will be 
answered by his first p: ition. If his committee has nothing to 
do with the resolution it bas nothing to do with making any recom- 
mendation save reporting it back to the Senate and asking to be 
discha’ from it and having it referred to the proper committee. 
Whether or not this is an 5 mode of negotiating a treaty is 
a question about which the Senator and others, perhaps, might differ. 
I see no impropriety, but, on the contrary, entire propriety in asking 
the appointment of commissioners by the President where, in the 
estimation of Congress, a treaty of that kind would be advantageous. 
It does not follow because the commissioners are me dake pe or the 
treaty is presented that the Senate will be ultimately bound to ratify 
it; but it is a mode of reaching the point, not for the first time pre- 
sented hero by any means. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator object to the change 
of reference f? 

Mr. MAXEY. Notatall. Ihave no objection to the resolution 

ing to the Committee on Finance. Isimply asked its reference, as 
Faid, to the Committee on Foreign Relations because I thought that 
was the proper committee. * 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Committee on Foreign Relations is 
discharged, and the joint resolution is referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 266) for the relief of Mrs. Mary T. Duncan ; 
5 717 was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

laims. 

Mr. McDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 267) iu relation to distilling and rectifying 
spirits; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 268) authorizing a general account of 
advances for naval appropriations; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. CHAFFEE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 269) to establish certain post-routes in the 
State of Colorado; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 270) to authorize the election of a Delegate 
to Congress from the Indian Territory ; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 271) for the relief of W. B. Gasa, Michael Calla- 

han, and the estate of John Waters, deceased; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr, KERNAN, Lask leave to introduce a bill at the request of 
one of the corporators named in it, knowing nothing about it beyond 


having read it. 

By unanimous consent, leave was ted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 272) to incorporate the Citizens’ Gas-Light Company of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. EATON. I ask leave to introduce a bill which I wish to have 
read at length. > 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No, 273) to encourage and protect the shipping interest and to revive 
American commerce; which was read twice, as follows: 4 

Be it enacted, £c., That, wher not forbidden by treaty sti ons, a discriminat- 
ing duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem, in addition to the duties now imposed by law, 
shall, from and after tho ist day of April, A. D. 1878, be levied and collected upon 
all goods, wares, and merchandise which shall be imported in ships and vessels not 


of the United States. 
Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the President of the United States to take such 


action as may be necessary forthwith to cancel and terminate any treaty stipula- 
tions now in force preventing the levy and collection of a discriminating duty, as 
herein provided ; and immediately upon the termination of any such treaty stipu- 
lation this act shall take effect, and the wares, and merchandise now pro- 
tected by treaty from its provisions shall be subject to the before-mentioned dis- 
criminating duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem, in addition to the duties now eae 
by uy when the same shall be imported in ships and vessels not of the United 
ates. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON. No, the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CONKLING. My friend will pardon me for interposing. The 
bill just read does not belong to the Committee on Commerce. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks it should go to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is my opinion, and I suggest to the Senator 
that it would be an anomaly to assume that a revenue measure is to 
originate in the Senate, a bill which in the English Parliament would 
be called a money bill. It would be a still further anomaly to refer 
it to the Committee on Commerce. I think the practice of the Senate 
has been uniform the other way. 

Mr. EATON. I have no objection to it going to the Committee on 
Finance, but I do not agree with my friend as to its being, strictly 
speaking, a money bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. I did not say “strictly ede 

Mr. EATON. I should like to have it considered by a committee. 
Let it go to the Committee on Finance. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON. I ask leave to introduce another bill, and I wish to 
have it read at length. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 274) to allow American registry to foreign-built vessels; which 
was read twice, as follows: 

De it enacted, £c., That from and after the ist day of April, A. D. 1878, the act 
entitled “An act concerning the re ng and recording of ships and vessels,” 
approved December 31, 1792, and all acts and parts of acts supplementary thereto, 
be, and the same are hereby, repealed, so far as to admit to register foreign-built 
vessels of wood or iron the Property oE a citizen or citizens of the United States: 
Provided, 'Lhe same be purchased ín good faith by such citizen or citizens. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. EATON. 1 ask leave to introduce another bill, and I desire to 
have it read at length. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introducea bill (S. No. 
275) to authorize the establishment of mail-steamship service between 


15 United States and foreign countries; which was read twice, as 
ollows: 


Be it enacted, That whenever it shall be brought to the knowledge of the Post- 
master-General that mail communication has been established by steam-vessels 
owned by American citizeus between a port or ports of the United States and any 
foreign port or country, he is hereby authorized and directed in his discretion to 
declare the same to be a marine mail-route and to contract for 3 of the 
mails therein at arate not exceeding the rate paid for mail age upon the 
trunk lines of railway of the United States: Provided, That the vessels employed 
in such service shall, in the judgment of the Postmaster-General, be of the requi- 
site tonnage: And provided further, That the owners thereof shall give bond with 

and sufficient securities for the faithful performance of the contract entered 
nto with the Government. 


The bill was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 276) to amend title 53 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, relating to merchantseamen ; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before this bill is referred, I should like to say 
that it is the same bill, in substance, which once received action in 
the House of Representatives. In introducing it, I do not commit 
myself to it, but I introduce it at the request of many parties who 
feel interested in it. I move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING also asked, and by unanimous consent oblained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 277) in addition to “ An act for the 
relief of Obadiah B. Latham and Oliver 8. Latham,” approved March 
3, 1863; which was read twice by its title, and ref to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 278) for the relief of Charles W. Denton ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. > 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 279) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the po at Memphis, Tennessee; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 280) making an appropriation for the improvement 
of the Arkansas River by removing the bar opposite Fort Smith; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. BAILEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 281) for the relief of Captain Gaines Lawson 
of the United States Army; which was read twice by its title, an 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. KIRK WOOD (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S, No, 232) for the relief of John 
S. Logan; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 283) to provide for the settlement and pay- 
ment of 1 due to certain persons for services actually done 
for the United States in the Southern States prior to the late civil 
war; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 284) to authorize the appointment of a 
commission to visit European countries and report on forestry and 
tree-planting ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 285) granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No, 286) Seren; a pension to David Torpey; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. . f 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 237) granting a pension to John C. Hughes; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 


_| sions, 


Mr. WADLEIGH (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 238) for the relief of Gibbes 
& Co.; which was read twice by its title, and, together with the 

+a on the files relating to this case, referred to the Committee on 

aims. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 289) to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
nry to issue a register and change the name of the schooner Captain 
Charles Robbins to Minnie; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, + . 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 


Ordered, That ihe petition and papersin the case of Charles W. Denton be taken 
from the files and erred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 
Ordered, That the papers which were submitted at the first session of the Forty. 
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fourth Congress, accompanying Senate bill 710, be taken from the files and likewise 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 7 

On motion of Mr. GORDON, it was 

Ordered, That tho petition and other papers in the case of Lizzie Dixon, admin- 
istratrix of the atata of A. D. Palmer, 2 filo in the oftice of the Secrotary of the 
Senate, be withdrawn and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


NEZ PERCE WAR, 


Mr. BOOTH submitted the following resolution ; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That, i blic interests, the President 
and he is eee with all aap alle at Ra 
command relative to the late so-called Nez Perce war, with tho cause or causes 
of the same, the number of Indians and soldiers of tho United States engaged in 
the war, tho number of lives lost, and the probablo cost of snch war. Also, that 
he be requested to inform the Senate what «disposition has been made of Chief 
Soop and the warriors who surrendered with him to tho forces of the United 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 4) to provide a penalty for wanton injury to 
the public libraries in the Territories of the United States was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Tho bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1578, and for other pur- 
poses, was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

he joint resolution (H. R. No. 38) authorizing the payment of Rev. 
John Poisal, D. D., late Chaplain of the House of Representatives 
for time of his service as such, without taking the oaths prescri 
by law, was read twice by its title. 

Mr. WITHERS. I ask that the rules be suspended and that the 
Senate 11 8 to the immediate consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion. It is a very small matter. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the consideration 
of the resolution just read by its title? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it had better be referred in the regular 
way. From what I have heard I dare say it is . right; but 
as a habit I do not like the way of passing a bill on the spur of the 
moment, however simple it is. Inasmuch as I have no possible ob- 
jection to this bill, it is a Md pong time to make the suggestion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. What reference is desired ? 

Mr. WITHERS. The Committee on Appropriations of course. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The joint resolution will be so referred. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. BOOTH. I ask the permission of the Senate to resign my po- 
sition as a member of the Committee on Manufactures, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, Will the Senate excuse the Senator from 
California from further service upon the Committee on Manufact- 
ures? The Chair hears no objection, and he is excused. 

Mr. BRUCE submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the name of Mr. Bruce and that of Mr. ROLLINS be transposed on 
the Committee on Manufactures, and that Mr. ROLLINS be the chairman of the 


committee. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD LINES. 


Mr. CHAFFEE. If there is no other morning business, I desire to 
call np the resolution T offered a few days ago. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will bo reported for the 
information of the Senate. 

The CHIEF CLERK read the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
CHAFFEE on the 8th instant: 


Whereas Congress did provide in the act of July 1, 1862, being an act onti‘led 
“An act to aid in the constraction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the use of the 
same for postal, military, and other purpdses ;" and also by the subsequent acts of 
July 2, 1864, March 3, 1809, and Juno 20, 1874, amendatory thereof, that said rail- 
road and branches should bo operated and used fur all purposes of communication, 
travel, anl transportation, so far as the pnblic and Government are concerned, as one 
connected, continuous line without any discrimination of any kiud in favor of the 
business of any or cither of said companies, or adverse to tho road or business of any 
or either of the others;" and upon such basis and contract with the said railroad 
company and ita branches did t to the Union Pacific Railroad Company and 
branch companies large subsidics in bonds and lands of the United States, all for 
the purpose of aiding in the construction of said roads to be operated as aforesaid ; 

Aud whereas the said Union Pacific Railroad Company and its branch companies, 
being the Kansas Pacific Company, the Denver Pacific Company, tho Central Pa- 
cific of California, the Burlington and Missouri River Company, and tho Sioux City 
Branch, havo heretofore neglected and still do neglect and refuse to operate their 
roads in accordance with said acta of Congress, but have heretofore operated and 
still do o] te them in open violation of tho same; 

And whereas by reason of said defaults, and onaccount of tho same, the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the public have boen and still are being damaged 
and deprived of their just and lawful rights and privileges, as stipulated, d 
un upon in said acts aforesaid: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That tho President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
7 2 0 to inform the Senate what legal impediments, if any, exist which prevent 

im from execnting said laws in accordance with the obligations accepted and 
ments made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and branches with the 
nited States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts aforesaid. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. Mr. President, I venture to ask the attention of 
the Senate to the subject-matter of this resolution thus early in the 
session, because the long-continued failure and refusal of some of 
these companies to operate their roads according to the compact and 
1 made in the acts of incorporation work a continual and 
almostincalculable damage and loss to the people and the Government. 
In my judgment it works a greater p than would be entailed 


by the entire loss of all the bonds loaned to the several companies, the 
ultimate payment of which the honorable Senator from Ohio [ Mr. 
THURMAN] is so anxious to secure, In dealing with these corpora- 
tions we are not cirgumscribed by the vague boundaries which hedge 


an implied power, but our right of supervision is given by thé same acts 
which called them into existence. The law under which these com- 
panies were incorporated requires that the main line and branches 
shall be operated as one connected, continuous line of railway; that 
the main lineshall not grow rich at the expense of the branches; that 
one part of the road shall not be used to the injury of another part, 
but that the main line and branches shall be the common recipients 
of popular favor, and shall tloy the bencfits which spring from 
an untrammeled and unrestricted trade. This, I assert, was the 
object sought to be reached by the several acts of Congress under 
which these various companies entered upon the construction of the 
main line and branches, and only because it was believed that the 
main line and branches would be thus operated did Congress yenture 
to make the immense subsidy and munificent grants whereby some 
of these companies have been enriched and their roads constructed. 

The relation between the Government and the great railway system 
of the country is a subject which must soon engago the scrious con- 
sideration of Congress, The system of railroads has been so rapidly 
enlarged in the last few years that all former means of trausporta- 
tion have been completely revolutionized. The annual tonnage of 
four trunk lines reaching from the Atlantic seaboard to the Missis- 
sippi and Missouri River Valleys is double that of all the inland 
water lines of communication in the country. A commerce so vast, 
in the control of a few men, bodes no good to the producers and con- 
sumers, who depend on these lines of transportation to carry what 
the ono class sells and the other buys. A day or two ago the follow- 
ing notice fell under my-observation: “The railroad alliance!” “A 
giant freight combination made and to be maintained!” “Annihila- 
tion decreed against any road that traitorously cuts under.” Now, 
Mr. President, what does this announcement mean? It means that 
four men or more controlling these four great trunk lines of railway 
havo the power to mark up or mark down the prico of wheat, corn, 
or other products of the thousands and millions of farmers in fhe 

eat West, exactly to suit their avarice or pleasure. Theconsequence 
is that after the farmers have taken the risks of dronght, of grass- 
hoppers, and the many other chances incident to raising good crops, 
if they succeed, as has been generally the fact this year, they have 
then to depend entirely upon the will of less than a half dozen men, 
who control the means of transporting their crops to market, as to 
the price they are to reccive, or whether they can be transported at 
all without loss to the producer. The uncertainty attendant npon 
transportation is one of the causes of the great dopression in the West. 

But, Mr. President, Ido not intend at this time to enter upon a 
general discussion ef the railroad situation. I simply desire to invite 
the attention of the Senate and the country to the manner in which 
the laws of Congress are set aside and ignored by the Union Pacilic 
Railroad Company; aud, further, to ascertain what remedy, if any, 
exists for the abuses growing out of these violations of laws. 

The investigations touching the manner of constructing this road 
disclosed a degree of fraud and villainy that not only shocked the 
conecience of the country, but threatened to loosen the foundations 
of public and private morality. The chapter of fraud furnished by 
these congressional inquiries has been supplemented by another chap- 
ter of infractions of law, so glaring and inexcusable in character, that 
conservative and honest men are troubled with the apprehension that 
this t Government, so potent in subduing rebellion, will itself 
fall a victim to a corporation of its own creation. 

The scheme of a great transcontinental railroad, with its initial 
point at the one hundredth meridian, extending to the Pacific Ocean, 
and fed by branches diverging from its eastward terminus to widely 
separated points on the Missouri River, was worthy of the statesmen 
who conceived it. To the people generally it opened up alluring 
prospects, because it was pregnant with the promise of new markets, 
rapid travel, and cheap transportation. The fact that the branches 
were to reach part of the rich harvests gathered in by the main line 
conciliated rival interests; and the West, quickened by an enterprise 
so vast and inspired by the promise of benefits so rich and varied in 
character, hailed its inauguration and celcbrated its completion with 
bonfires and illuminations. Part of this scheme, and one of the chief 
elements in it, was the obligation to pro-rate mile per mile upon 
all the roads, Without this obligation conflicting interests could not 
have been satisfied, and the acts of 1862 and 1864 could not have been 

assed. ` 

When the bill of 1862 was being discussed, there were but two roads 
completed to the Missouri Riveron the eastern boundary of Kansas—the 
Hannibal and Saint Joseph, and the Missouri Pacific; the latter ter- 
minating at Kansas City. There were no roads og vps through 
the State of Iowa, or within two hundred miles of the Missouri River ; 
consequently the eastern boundary of Kansas was the point which 
drew universal attention for the commencement of the Union Pacific 
Railroad, and the more northern points in Iowa were only mentioned 
as branches. The doubt as to the power of Con to charter a rail- 
road company within the limits of a State led to the fixing of the 
initial point on the one hundredth meridian, in Nebraska, which was 
then a Territory. Had this doubt not existed, it is quite certain the 
main line would have been what is now known as tho Kansas Pacitic, 
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and the line from Omaha to the one hundredth meridian would have 
been the Iowa branch. The advan of connection at Saint Joseph 
with Chicago and all points east, and with the Missouri Pacific road, 
already completed to Kansas City, would have had a controlling in- 
fluence in establishing the initial point elsewhere, had the question 
of power been clear and free from doubt. 5 
mention these facts to show why the initial point was fixed in 
Nebraska. The main line and all its branches were to be one con- 
nected, continuous line of railway. Section 12, act of 1862, reads: 
ee track upon the entire line of railroad and branches shall be of uniform 


Why? The law answers: 

So that, when completed, cars can be run from the Missouri River to the Pacific 
coast. * * * Tho whole line of said railroad and branches and telegraph shall be 
operated and used for all purposes of communication, travel, and transportation, 
so far as the public and Government are concerned, as one connected, continuous 


It was upon this compact, made for the benefit of the people, that 
Congress loaned these companies upward of $64,000,000, and made such 
munificent grants of land to aid in the construction of the Union 
Keere road aud its branches. The amount of bonds issued was, for 
the— 


men . x 8 827, 236,512 
Central Pacific of Californi mn 25, 885, 120 
Kansas Pacific... 33. 5<.25,s-nccace 6, 303, 000 
Central Branch of Union Pacific. 1, 600, 000 
Western Pacine:.-- 2 -cacccdavcansceeccnecsopeacce 1, 970, 560 
Sioux City and Pacific ..........-...... 32322 1, 628, 320 

64, 623, 512 


These bonds run thirty years from date of issue, at 6 per cent. in- 
terest, payable semi-annually. The interest is paid by the United 
States until the maturity of the bonds, when the principal and inter- 
est become due and payable by the several companies; so that, the 
whole liability of the Government up to the maturity of the bonds 
amounts (without the interest upon interest paid every half year) to 
$180,945,833. Some provisions have been made in the acts of 1862 
and 1864 for a partial payment each year by the several companies, 
but have not been complied with, so far as I can ascertain, in a 
single instance. 5 

The two acts, those of 1862 and 1864, must be taken together in 
a discussion of this subject. 
secured by the companies in the act of 1864, in addition to those 
granted in the act of 1862, while scarcely any additional obligations 
were im d; but the two acts must be construed as one act. (K.P. 
vs. Prescott, 16 Wallace, 603.) By the act of 1864 the security for the 
bonds issued was subordinated to an equal amount to be issued by 
the companies, and to be secured by first mortgage upon all the prop- 
erty of each company, thus making the security to the Government 
asecond lien. This gave each oompany double the amount of the 
Government bonds nted per mile, and equal to cash at par, or 
nearly so. By this change the Union Pacific could realize in cash on 
their entire line about $52,000 per mile, or more than the probable 
cost of the road and equipments. (See House Report No. 78, Forty- 
second Congress, third session, page 17.) 

By the act of 1864 the land grant was doubled—all the roads receiv- 
ing over thirty-one million acres, or more than the area of seven 
entire States of this Union, and more than the whole area of New 
York or Pennsylvania or Ohio. Of this amount the Union Pacific 
Company received over twelve million acres, from which up to De- 
cember 31, 1875, that company had sold 1,200,000 acres at an average 
price of $4.47 per acre, or $5,364,000. At this rate the land grant 
alone would pay the whole entire cost of the road. These lands aro 
an absolute gift to the several companies. By the actof 1864 the 
exception of mineral lands was so modified as to allow the companies 
to take coal and iron lands. This was of immense valne to the Union 
Pacific Company, especially on the western half of their road. The 
act of 1862 provided— 

That all compensation for services rendcred for the Government shall be applied 
to the payment of said bonds and interest, until the whole amount is fully paid. 

By the act of 1864 this amount. was reduced one-half, so that only 
one-half the amount due the companies from the Government for 
services rendered is to be applied to the payment of the bonds and 


interest. Many other advantages were given to these companies by | 


Wear in ne bd the corresponding obli d 
me inquire what were the co nding o tions im 
for the benefit of the Government and the 8 Section 1s af the 
act of 1862 reads— 
— ma any time, havin regard panies 

Star herein, add to, alter, amend 3 this = ee ao IER ; 

Having due regard for the rights of said companies, may add to,” &c. 
It was for these valuable considerations, given by the Government, that 
these companies agreed that this qualification to add to, alter, and 
amend should be enlarged into an absolute power to alter, amend, ot 
repeal, as in the act of 1864. Why not? The companies were getting 
from the Goverument more than enough to build and equip their 
roads, and they could well afford to give this absolute power to Con- 


gress. 
While the theory of the act of 1862 was clearly that the main line 
and branches should pro-rate, mile per mile, as one connected, contin- 


Many very important advantages were: 


nous line, as provided in section 12 of the act of 1862, it will be seen 
that full foree and effect are given that section by referring to section 
15 of the act of 1864. The companies are required to do what? Not 
only to operate their respective roads as “one connected, continuous 
line,” but, as the law says, so that— 


In such operation and use, to afford and secure to each 
facilities as to rates, time, and transportation, without sr discrimination of any 


advantages and 


kind in favor of the road or business of any or either of sai 
to the road or business of any or either of the others. 


The only construction that can be given to these words is, that all 
the branches should pro-rate per mile with the main line, for in no 
other way can they have equal advantages and facilities as to rates, 
time, and transportation. Does anybody suppose this act of incor- 
poration would ever have been granted upon any other conditions? 
To hold otherwise would be to contradict the original theory and 
object of the act. 

f what use is a connection of these branch lines with the main 
line without this provision? Why did the Government grant them 
aid in bonds and lands if they were not entitled to pro-rate with the 
main line? For it would be an utter impossibility for them ever to 
repay the Government for the bonds issued them, unless they were 
to share in the business of a through line; and to-day, because of the 
unlawful discriminations and refusal of the Union Pacific Company 
to pro-rate with the Kansas Pacific, that road has passed into the 
hands of receivers upon motion of the first-mortgage bondholders 
for default in interest. On this account all the bonds advanced the 
Kansas Pacific by the Goverument must be totally lost unless a rem- 
edy is 8 The original amount loaned that company was 
86,303,000. Adding the interest the amount at present is about 
$9,000,000. At the maturity of the bonds the liability of the Goy- 
ernment, and which will have to be paid when due, will be $17,648,- 
400, less the amount for services rendered up to the timo the road will 
be sold by the receivers. At least $15,000,000 will have been taken 
from the Treasury by the refusal of the Union Pacific Company to 
operate their road according to law. It has become a doubtful ques- 
tion among the people whether this Government possesses the power 
requisite to compel this Union Pacific Company to comply with any 
of the obligations of their contract, or with any law of Congress, or 
decision of a court. So far this company has successfully detied the 
poser of the three co-ordinate branches of this Government, The 

upreme Court decided in the Omaha bridge case that the bridge was 
è part of the connécted, continuous line of road, yet we find that 
company issuing coupon tickets separately at the rate of fifty cents 
per passenger and 810 per car for crossing the bridge; we find them 
openly and wantonly refusing to operate their road as required by 
their act of incorporation; we find them resisting the payment to 
the Government of the 5 per cent. of net proceeds of the road. 

While the branch roads are thus made bankrupt, the Union Pacific, 
by illegally monopolizing all the through traffic at bonanza rates, 
are enabled to pay not only interest on over $52,000,000 of bonds, 
over and above the bonds of the United States, but a dividend of 8 
per cent. per annum on over $36,000,000 of stock, besides investing 
large amounts annually in constructing other roads. It should be 
borne in mind that a large part of these bonds issued by the Union 
Pacific Company were distributed as dividends to the company in 
ae Ce road, and the stock never was paid for in cash as 
required by law, but was paid forat about thirty cents on the dollar in 
“road making” at enormous profits. (See H. R. Reports No. 440, Forty- 
fourth Congress.) 

The gross earnings of the Union Pacific Railroad for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1874, were $10,246,760; for 1375, $11,522,021; for 1776, 
$12,113,990; for 1877, $13,719,343. The net earnings for 1874 were 
85,089,789; for 1875, $5,373,655 ; for 1876, $6,666,171 ; for 1877, $8,317,091; 
being an increase over the year 1874 of net earnings of $3,227,303. 
This statement shows that the whole expense of operating the road 
is a little less than 40 per cent.—a less ratio for operating expenses 
than for any eastern road. 

That it was the design of Congress to provide that the main line 
and branches were to pro-rate with each other and. all have equal 
advantages in communication over their several lines, and that the 
immense subsidy given the Union Pacific Company was not for the 
benefit of the company at the expense of the public, but for the ben- 
efit of the Government and public, I refer to the following extracts 
from the law incorporating said companies. Section 18 of the act of 
1362 says: 

And the better to accomplish the object of this act, namely, to the publie 
interest and welfare by the een of said railroad aad telegraph line, &. 

The people’s money was appropriated to construct these roads for 
the public good and for the benefit of the people. The branch lines 
were to enjoy equal advantages with the main line; all the roads 
were to beoperated as one line of railway. Seetion 7, act of 1862, reads: 

Provided, That in fixing the point of connection of the main trunk with the 
eastern connections, it shall be fixed at the most practicable point for the con- 
struction of the Jowa and Missouri branches. 

Why fixed at the most practicable point, except for the interest of 
the public and to enable them to be operated as one road? Section 
14, act of 1362, reads: 


And beit further enacted, That the said Union Pacific Railroad Company is hereby 
authorized and required to construct a single line of railroad and tele; ee from a 
point on the western boundary of the State of Iowa, to be fixed by the nt 


companies, or adverse 
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of the United States, upon the most direct and route, to be subject to 
his approval, so as to form a connection with the inen uf said company at some point 
on the one hundredth meridian of 8 from the point of commence- 
ment on the western boundary of the State of Iowa, upon the same terms and con- 
ditions in all respects as are contained in this act for the construction of the said 
railroad and telegraph first mentioned. 

I quote these extracts of the law to show that the theory and design 
of the acts of incorporation, viz: that the main line and branches 
should be operated together as one line, have never been lost sight of in 
any of the acts. This idea is expressed or implied in almost every sec- 
tion. Linesof railway from other States and Territories were author- 
ized to be constructed upon the same conditions of equal facilities of 
transportation, travel, &c. Section 17, act of 1864, provides that— 


from Omaha, or the Union 
Pacific Railroad, as such com may select, and on the same terms and conditions 
as are provided in this act and the act to which this is an amendment, for the con- 
struction of the said Union Pacific Railroad and telegraph line and branches. 

The object was to promote the public good by giving all parts of the 
country east of the one hundredth meridian of longitude equal facili- 
ties of travel over all these branches connecting with the main line 
at points west of Omaha. 

r. President, this is not a controversy between railroad companies. 
The issue rises far above the conflicting interests of the It 
involves the good faith of the corporations to the Government and 
to the whole peuple of the nation. It is a question of whether the 
laws of the United States are to be sustained or violated, and whether 
obligations incurred in accepting subsidies are to be fulfilled. 

The Union Pacific is that part of the main line reaching from 
Omaha, in Nebraska, to Ogden, in Utah a distance of 1,032 miles. 

The Kansas Pacific, with the Denver Pacific, is one branch starting 
on the Missouri River at Kansas City, in Missouri, and connecting 
via Denver with the Union Pacitic at Cheyenne, in the Territory of 
Wyoming. There can be no controversy as to the rights of the Kan- 
sas Pacific as a branch line. By the act of July 3, 1866, the Kansas 
Pacific was authorized to connect with the Union Pacific at a point 
not more than 50 miles westwardly from the meridian of Denver. 
Section 2 of the act of March 3, 1869, provides— 

That all the provisions of law for the operation of the Union Pacific Railroad, it 
branches, and connections as a continuous line without discrimination, shall a; 3 
the same as if the road from Denver to Cheyenne had been constructed by the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad Company. 

The distance from Kansas City to Cheyenne of Pers branch is 742 
miles. The Kansas Pacific Company received United States bonds 
amounting to $6,303,000, or less than $9,000 ee mile, while the Union 
Pacific received about $27,000 per mile for the whole distance of 1,032 
miles from Omaha to Ogden. 

It is claimed by the Union Pacific set a that it is unfair to be 
compelled to pro-rate mile per mile on the western half of its road, 
because the grades are higher and the operation of the road more 
costly, If this were true, it would present no reason for non-compli- 
ance with the law, to which all companies agreed. It is true that 
the Union Pacific Company received double subsidy, to wit, $32,000 
per mile for a large portion of the western half of its road, and 
treble subsidy, or $48,000 per mile, for the most difficult part; so that, 
as I said before, the average for the 1,032 miles is about $27,000 per mile. 

I hold in my hand a detailed statement of the grades on the Kan- 
sas Pacific Road from Brookville’ west to Denver, a distance of 436 
miles, taken from the engineer’s office of the Kansas Pacific Railway ; 
also a detailed statement of the —— es from the five hundred an 

e 


[From engineer's office of Kansas Pacific Railway.] 


Smoky Hill division: 

Miles. Miles. 

Level track 19. 72 

0 to 10 237. 60 

10 to 20 45. 50 

20 to 30 33. 20 

30 to 40 31. 76 

40 to 50 - 19.92 

50 to 60 21. 81 

60 to 70 4. 64 

70 to 80 3. 46 

80 to 90 0. 39 
— 220.00 

Denver division 

Miles. 

31.13 

11.17 

30. 49 

- 40.37 

- B47 

- 24.87 

- 50.39 

w OE 

0. 43 


NOVEMBER 13, 


iles. 

Level trac! 21.25 
10 to 20 0. 09 
30 to 40 0. 63 
40 to 50 0.17 
50 to 60 1.45 
60 to 70 0. 82 
70 to 80 9 91 
80 to 90 5.14 
20. 00 

Eighteenth section, five hundred and sixtieth to five hundred and eightieth 
Miles. 

Level track........... -- 6. 80 
0 to 10 feet per 8 0. 93 
10 to 20 feet per 84 
20 to 30 feet per 23 
30 to 40 feet per 1.43 
40 to 50 feet per 1. 71 
50 to 60 feet per - 124 
60 to 70 feet per „1.34 
80 to 90 feet per 1. 30 
20. 00 


Nineteenth section, five hundred and eightieth to six hundredth mile- post: 
I track 
10 
20 
30 
40 


to 10 
to 20 
to 30 
to 40 
to 50 


feet 


a 


4 
i 


SS8So 
sssss 
SSS 


Twenty-fourth section, six hundred and eightieth to seven hundredth mile post: 
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Thirty-fifth section, nine hundred and twentieth to nine hundred and fortieth 
mile- post: 


2. 95 
5. 52 


Sheen 
888823 


feet per mile... 


20 
s 


Miles. 
Level track rere eee E 277 
0 to 20 feet per mile =< 590 
20 to 40 feet per mile.... 3. 33 
40 to 50 feet per mile.. 2.40 
50 to 60 feet per mile. 5.13 
60 to 70 feet per mile. . 0.41 


. section, nine hundred and sixtieth to nine hundred and eightieth 
o- post: 


tieth mile - post 

Level track Level track.. —— — * —— 6—ð — 
0 to 10 feet per mile. 0 to 10 feet per mile. 

10 to 20 feet per mile.......... to 20 feet per mile 

20 to 30 feet per mile . to 30 fcet per mile 

30 to 40 feet per mil © OK to 40 foet per mile 

40 to®0 teet per mile. ` to 60 feet per mile. 

50 to 60 feet per mile. to 90 feet per mile 

90 to 100 feet per mile 


Thirty-eighth section, nine hundred and eightieth thousandth mile- : 
8 section, seven hundred and sixtieth to seven hundred and A ir * tone a Pte’ 
eightieth mile post: 0. 30 
po RO ee Re RPA eet e ete A Mena Luna E yan enh Lp reread 5 297 
0 to 10 feet per mile. 1.74 
10 to 20 feet per mile 3.81 
20 to 30 feet per mile 3.85 
30 to 40 fect per mile — 
40 to 50 foet per mile > 20. 00 
50 to 60 feet per Thirty-ninth section, one thousandth to one thousand and twentieth mile-post: 
Level — e 3 8 
Twenty-ninth section, seven hundred and eightieth to eight hundredth mile- | 10 fo 20 feet per mile... ... 222: ( The length of grades not given in 
post: Miles, 20 to 30 feet per mile . . ---. | report of examining commission. 
tava N ; | 30 to 40 feet per mile...... 1 
8 Per milo.. 40 to 50 feet per mile ——— 
10 to 20 feet per mile Fortieth section, one thousand and twentieth to one thousand and fortieth mile- 
20 to 30 feet per mile t: 
30 to 49 feet per mile 
40 to 50 feet per mile. 


These statements show that the Union Pacific in a distance of 
510.18 miles has 90.64 miles of level track, or 17.8 percent. The Kan- 
sas Pacific, in a distance of 436.30 miles, has 50.85 miles of level track, 
or 11.7 percent. The aggregate length of the western parts of both 
roads being 946.48 miles, if the level track were equally proportioned 
the length of level track on the Union Pacific would be only 76.26 
miles, instead of 90.64 miles; and on the Kansas Pacific 65.23 miles, 
instead of only 50.85 miles. 

Of level track and es up to 20 feet per mile, the Union Pacific 
has 245.43 miles, or 48.1 per cent., and the Kansas Pacific only 175.61 
miles, or 40.2 per cent. If these grades were equally proportioned, 
the Union Pacitic would have only 226.95 miles, instead of 245.4: 
a the share of the Kansas Pacific would be increased to 194. 
miles. 

Grades 30 to 60 feet.—Of these the Union Pacific has 208.14 miles, 
or 40.8 22 cent., and the Kansas Pacific has 249.79 miles, or 57.2 per 
cent. If these grades were equally proportioned, the share of the 
Union Pacific would be increased to 246.84 miles and the Kansas 
Pacific would have only 211.09 miles, instead of 249.79 miles. 

Grades 70 to 90 feet.—Of these the Union Pacific has 56.61 miles, or 
10.9 per cent., and the Kansas Pacific 10.90 miles, or 2.5 per cent. 
Eqnally proportioned, the Union Pacific would have 36.39 miles and 
the acitic 31.12 miles. 

These facts show that the Union Pacific has much the larger pro- 
portion of level track and grades up to 20 feet per mile, and that in 
prades 30 to 60 feet it is also greatly superior, its proportion of these 

ast grades being nearly one-third less than that of the Kansas Pa- 
citic. The slight excess of grades of 70 to 90 feet on the Union Pacitic 
is thus more than balanced by its superiority in level track and all 
grades up to 60 feet. In cost of operation, therefore, if grades alone 
are considered, the Union Pacific has greatly the advantage over the 
Kansas Pacific. 

If fuel be taken into consideration, the advantages are found to be 
still greater on the side of the Union Pacific. Coal is abundant, 
cheap, and convenient along the western part of its line, while it 
must be brought long distances, at great cost, to the line of the Kan- 


Thirty: rst section, eight hundred and twentieth to eight hundred and sixtieth 
mile-pust: 


0 to 10 feet per mile. 
10 to 20 fect per mile 
20 to 40 feet per mil 
40 to 60 feet per mil 
60 to 70 feet per mile. 
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sas Pacific, and is subject to much deterioration. From the last an- 
nual report of the Government directors we find that coal is placed 
on cars on the western half of the road for $1.29} per ton, which is 
equivalent to wood at less than $1 per cord. 

In material for road-bed, the Union Pacific has- also greatly the 
advantage, and its track is kept up at less comparative cost than 
that of almost any other railroad in the United States. 

These unimpeachable facts demonstrate that the pretense of the 
Union Pacific Railroad that the operating expenses on its western 
portion are so great as to require and justify its enormous tariff be- 
tween Cheyenne and Ogden is entirely false. Such pretense is not 
sustained either by its grades, the cost of its fuel, or the character of 
the road-bed. 8 

I call the attention of the Senate to the followin, also, for 
the purpose of showing the grades and alignment of t nion Pacific 
Railroad, from an authority which I dare say no Senator will doubt: 


mates Irom FATAL anes POINT 1868, of General G. K. Warren, of United 
States Engineer Corps, and Jacob Blickensderfer, jr., of Ohio, and James Barnes, 
1 Massachusetts, civil engincers, who were appoi: as a special 
ident to examine the Union Pacific road. 

The line by Evans’s Pass was adopted, and it may be noted that here the plains 
reach their greatest elovation and the Black Hills their lowest depression Both 
1 re south the mountains are higher and the plains at their lower than 
on this line. 

The unnd on tho Black Hills is the highest point on the line, and is passed at 
an clevation of 8,235 feet, with es of 80 feet, ascending from Crow Creek, and 
90 feet, descending to Laramie ] 


* * - * 
The summit between Laramie Plains and Rock Creek 18 7,109 feet, and is passed 
with a maximum grade of 32 feet per mile. P > 
* 


The railroad keeps near Rock Creek tillits junction with the Medicine Bow River, 
crossing a spur in one place, thereby gaining and losing 125 fect, but with grades 
not exceeding 25 feet per mile. 

* 


The road from the Medicine Bow River ascends nearly continuously over a sandy 
country, with no well-defined valley, reaching Brown's Summit in the Rattlesnake 
Hills at an elevation of 7,125 feet This summit is with a maximum grade 
of 66 feet per mile. Tho road descends in the valley of Mary's Creek, which is 
followed to its junction with the North Platte. 

Crossing the Platte at an elevation of 6,477 feet, and pursuing a course generally 
very direct, the road begins to ascend and continues to do so with someslizht descents 
till wo reach another considerable summit at an elevation of 6,907 feet, which is 

with a maximum grade of 45 fect per mile. „ 

The road now enters a basin, which bas no outer drainage, descends to an eleva- 
tion of 6,655 feet, and, continuing very 8 out of this basin at Dodge's 
Summit, (elevation, 7,100 feet;) maximum grades on this summit 60 fect per m 
Tho road next crosses Red Desert Basin, descending to elevation at 6,659 feet, and 
28 the aes summit at elevation 6,791, which is passed with maximum grades of 
53 feet m: 

Tho 3 now descends to the valley of Bitter Creek with moderate grades. There 
are some undulations, and at one place for a short distance the grade is 90 feet per 
mile, but it is designed to reduce this to 53 feet per mile. 

Tho road crosses Green River just above the month of Bitter Creek at an eleva- 
tion of 6,078 feet. Green River is followed np a few miles. and the road then goes 
westward a fow miles across a ridge 6,400 feet elevation, and descends to the margin 
of Black's Fork at elevation 6,154 feet. This last summit is passed with a maximum 
grade of 61 feet to the mile. f 

The road now descends Black's Fork with undulating es, whose maximum is 
53 fect per mile, to the junction of the Muddy Fork, and at the time of our exam- 
ination, October 30, [186#,)] this was the end of the track. * * * 

The location is continued up the Muddy Fork to the rim of the Great Salt Lake 
basin, reaching it at an elevation of 7,460 feet. Tho maximum grades are to be 61 
feet per mile. The line descends 5 Creek to Bear River, follows down 
this to an elevation of 6,677 feet. and then turning up Yollow Creek, reaches Reed's 
Summit with eas des at an elevation of 6,206 feet. 

The descent into cho Cañon is made with maximum grades of 90 feet per mile. 
Tho line follows down Echo Cn bon to the Weber River, and continues down this to 
the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, coming out of the Wasatgh Mountains at the 
lower end of tbo Weber Cañon, at an elevation of 4,570 feet, and with a maximum 
grade of 90 feet per mile. 


* * * * * 
This [Promontory] Lig fs passed with grades ascending westward of 80 feet 
0 


Te 
© 


commission by the 


* + * * 


red with roads in the All y 

tains. There is but one tannel on the whee distance, which is at "s Creek, 
230 feet in leagth. * * Minimum curve 955feetradius, * * * general 
route for the is exceedingly well located, crossing tho Rocky Mountain ranges 
— some of the — eden passes adr veni sad Banger nin. ca 1 

r easy grades and favorable alignm rpassed other 
on similarly elevated grounds. fone: 

Mr. President, as a matter of fact there is no other road in the 
United States that is operated for less than 40 per cent. of its 
8 earnings. The earnings on all the roads in the United 

tates for the year 1875 (71,759 miles) were $03,065,505, net 
$185,506,433. This shows the average cost of operation to be over 
60 per cent. (Poor's Manual, 1876-77.) 

If they say it costs more to operate the western half of their road 


than the eastern half, I present these figures which show to the con- 
trary. But should this claim be true, I answer thut this company re- 
ceived from the Government $32,000 and $48,000 per mile for all of this 
partof their road. Should all of theirstatements about grades, fuel, 
&c., be true, and it did cost double as much to operate the western 
part of the road, their agreement made with the Government by 
accepting the charter with a stipulation and condition requiring them 
all to operate their roads, main line and branches, as one connected, 
continuous road, without any discrimination for or against each other, 
forever bars them from sucha plea. A continual failure, neglect, and 
refusal to operate their roads according to the specifications in the act 
of incorporation works a forfeiture of their I rights and fran- 
chises. This is a well-settled rule of law, and I hold it to be the duty 
of the Government to take notice of such failure and refusal and 
apply the remedy. Millions of the people of this country are wronged 
and ai by the wanton defiance of law practiced daily and for 
years by the Union Pacific Railroad Company. 

Some of the great States of the West have protested against it, and 
have memorialized Con to compel all these companies to pro-rate 
according to law. In January, 1874, by unanimous vote, the Legisla- 
ture of Missouri adopted a preamble and resolutions upon this sub- 
ject. They still remain upon the files of the Senate unsatisfied and 
unheeded. I read the conclusion of the preamble and resolution. 

Whereas the people of the State of Missouri are largely interested in com- 
merce and intercourse with the vast and rapidly developing regions traversed by 
the Union Pacitic Railroad and branches and, together with the cof adfacent 
States, are entitled to all the benefits of the uniform rates anil choice of routes 
which were intended and 4 for in the acts of Congress organizing and sub- 
Ae FF concurring therein,) That 

n at om 

Senators be instructed and our Representatives in Congress be . to ee 
upon the consideration of their respective Houses such legislation as will secure 
to the people of the United States those equal advan and facilities as to rates, 
time, and transportation on the Union Pacific Rail and the several branches 
thereof, which are reserved and guaranteed to thew as a chief part of the consid. 
eration to be given by the companies for the grant of lands and bonds so gener- 
ously given to them by Congress, : 


The Legislature of Illinois, on the 31st of March, in the same year, 
adopted a similar preamble and resolution. 

In the Legislature of Kansas, February 4, same year, the following 
resolutions were passed : 

1. That the Union Pacific Railroad Company, by its continued and persist- 
ent violation of law in its refasal to recognize the sas Pacitic, formerly the 
Union Pacific Railway, eastern division, as one of the branches contemplated in 
the original act of July, 1962, and the subsequent amendments thereto, and by its 
further refasal to t unto the said Kansas Pacitic or Union Pacitic Railway, 
eastern division, all the privil immunities, and benefits as provided for, has 
not only injured the business of that road, but seriously retarded and injured tho 
comme! and cultural interests of the State of Kansas, by compelling said 
road to advance their rates of trans jon of freight and passengers within the 
State, on account of its being cut off from its legitimate portion of through busi- 
ness. 


2. That we earnestly request the Congress of the United States td take such 
measures as will at an early day compel tho Union Pacific Railroad Compan 
to afford the same facilities for the transportation of freight and TS, both 
iu to rate, time, and trans ation. as is contemplated by law, without dis- 

on or injury to the said Pacific, formerly the Union Pacific Rail- 
way, eastern division. 

3. That our Senators be instructed and our Members of Con requested 
to bring this matter before the Congress of tho United States at the earliest Pas e 
ticable moment, and that they urge an immediate investigation into the facts of tho 
caso, in order that such unjust discrimination shall cso and the conditions of 
the law be fulfilled. 


Mr. President, it requires no stretch of vision to enable any one 
tosee how these Baines discriminations are practiced upon the people 
by this — eee y refnsing to pro-rate aud give equal advantages 
to the branch lines as required by the act of incorporation, all that 
part of the country north cr south of a direct railroad connection 
with the eastern terminus of the main line is compelled to make 
connection at Omaha; for the tariff rates for peceenects and freight 
are more from any point west of Omaha, at the point of connection 
of any branch, than from Omaha to Ogden. These unjust, illegal, 
and prohibitory discriminations are very severely felt by the ple 
of Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, and all States south of the Ohio River. 

As I said before, it is not a controversy between individuals and 
the railroads, or one road with another. it were, the Union Pacitie 
would continue to be, as it has so far been, complete master of the sit- 
nation. Law isa matter of not the slightest importance to them unless 
it is favorable to their interests. Congress enacted the law of June 
20, 1874, to protect the public against these unjust and unlawful 
discriminations. It makes it a misdemeanor for any officer or agent 
to refuse equal rates, &c., and the punishment is a fine of $1,000 and 
imprisonfhent not less than six months, It authorizes any person or 
company aggrieved to institute proceedings, &c., but what progress 
can an individual or bankrapt company make inst a corporation 
whose net profits exceed $3,000,000 per annum? Nothing but the 
strong arm of this Government can apply the remedy and compel a 
due observance of the law. It is the right and duty of the Govern- 
ment to proceed in this matter. Let the public know whether any 
corporation can successfully defy the law and Government of these 
United States. Let us know whether we have a Government able 
and willing to protect the people in their rights and privileges. 

The obligations imposed by Congress have been and stil) are totally 
disregarded by the Union Pacific Company, and in retaliation and for 
self-defense, the Kansas Company has nsed the Denver Pacific to 
shut out the main line from the State of Colorado, While these com- 
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panies are quarreling over this question, the people of the country 
are still compelled to pay these exorbitant rates. The young and 
vigorous State which I have the honor to in part represent in this 
Chamber, is practically embargoed by the refusal of these roads to 
comply with the law. No article of commerce raised or manufact- 
ured, can be tran west of Cheyenne without paying more for 
freight, even for 57 miles, than is charged from Omaha to Ogden, a 
distance of 1,032 miles. I select a few examples of discrimination 
from late tariff rates by the car-load of ten tons. On bacon the 
charges from Cheyenue to Ogden exceed those from Omaha to Ogden 
845; for beans, $0 ; for mess-beef, $81; coal-oil, 881; grain, 888; 
hides, $213.50; lard, $71.50; lumber, $70; powder, $108; sugar, 881. 
Excess of charges in a single train of fourteen cars for 516 miles 
over 1,032 miles is $1,054.40. Neither Kansas, Colorado, nor Missouri 
can ship bacon, mess-beef, grain, live stock, &c., via Cheyenne, to 
any of the western States or ee all are entirely shut 
out from the markets of Utah, Montana, Nevada, and other regions. 
Like discriminations are made by the Union Pacific Company in 
freight traffic by the hundred weight. 

These rates are simply probibitory of any shipments from the line 
of the Kansas Pacific to points on the Union Pacific west of Chey- 
enne, They are intended to compel all commerce with theregion west 
of Cheyenne to traverse the entire line of the Union Pacific Railroad, 

On all freight traffic from Sacramento and San Francisco, intended 
for points on the Kansas Pacific Railway, or via that road to points 
east or south of its eastern terminus, and on all traffic destined to 
the Pacific Coast, the same system of destructive discrimination is 
practiced. On ale and beer, bacon, bitters, canned goods, candles, 
coal-oil, dried fruit, hardware, iron and nails, liquors, (in wood,) 
stoves, and sugar, for example, the charge is ter between Chey- 
enne and San Francisco than between Omaha and San Francisco. 
The Central Pacific Railroad (from Ogden west) charges the same 
rates, whether the goods are from Omaha or Cheyenne. 

On throngh passenger fares the rates are from Omaha to Ogden, 
first-class, $54 ; emigrant, $21.60; from Cheyenne, one-half the distance, 
it is first-class, $46.50, emigrant, $46.50, so that no passenger can go 
west to California or go east from California via Kansas Pacilic 
branch without paying an overcharge of $17.50 on first-class tickets. 

There is a large emigrant travel from the seaboard cities westward, 
on which the emigrant rate from New York to San Francisco is $60, 
of which the Union Pacific receives $21.60 from Omaha to Ogden. 

On the same class of business coming from the Kansas Pacific the 
Union Pacific charges a faro of $46.50 between Cheyenne and Ogden, 
which is $24.90 more for 516 miles than for 1,032 miles. 

The mere statement of the preceding facts is enough, without 
argument, to show that the rates are intended to destroy all com- 
merce which does not pass over the entire line of the Union Pacific 
Railroad; and that, if we 2 by its tariffs, neither passengers 
ner 5 have any rights that the Union Pacitic Railroad is bound 

respec’ 

The commerce between California and Colorado is already large 
and is constantly increasing, notwithstanding these villainous dis- 
criminations in freight by the Union Pacific Company. During the 
years 1875 76, the crops in Colorado were nearly all destroyed by 
grasshoppers, and our people had to depend on California and other 
States to sappig Se deficiency. Potatoes were purchased in Texas 
and shipped to Denver, a distance of over two thousand miles, cheaper 
than they could be had from Ogden, in Utah, about one-quarter the 
distance. On cabbage by the car-load the charges from Sacramento to 
Denver are $515, distributed as follows: Sacramento to Ogden, 743 
miles, $195.50 ; Ogden to Cheyenne, 516 miles, $229.50; Cheyenne to 
Denver, 106 miles, $90. One firm in Denver purchased in California 
last year 160 ear-loads of fruit, the freight rates being more to Den- 


ver than to Chi In car-load lots the rates from San Francisco 
r 100 pounds to Chicago are $1.50; to Saint Louis, $1.50; to New Yor 
150 ; to Cincinnati, $1. į to Denver, $1.94, or forty-four cents per 1 


pounds more to Denver, b2ing 1,000 miles less distance than the nearest 
of the other points named. The rateon bottled beer from Chi to 
Ban Francisco in car-load lots is $2 per 100 pounds, via the Union 
Pacific Railroad, distance about 2,400 miles. On one car-load of ten 
tons this would amount to $400. This is the published tariff rate of 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company, yet we tind them charging for 
one car-load of bottled beer, in May last, $315 freight from Cheyenne 
to Laramie, only 57 miles west of the former place. This car-load 
came from the Kansas Pacific Railway and was delivered to the Union 
Pacific at ne I hold in my hand the e freight receipt 
of the Union Pacific Company, to show the truth of this statement. 
These illegal and outrageous discriminations are made to compel all 
shippers west to traverse the entire line of the Union Pacific Com- 
pany. Although the Union Pacific skirts our northern boundary nearly 
400 miles, and the Kansas branch traverses the State over 300 . 
the le of the State are thus, in o defiance of law, deprived o 
all the benefits of a through line, and to all persons traveling across 
the continent Colorado is a forbidden land. 

During the month of July last it became necessary for the Govern- 
ment to send the Second Regiment of Infantry from Georgia to San 
Francisco, They went via the Kansas Pacific road to Cheyenne. 
From Cheyenne to Ogden, five hundred and sixteen miles, the Union 
Pacitic Company ch: d $46.50 per capita, or nine cents per mile, 
being the same rate for five hundred and sixteen miles as for ten 
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hundred and thirty-two miles. This account is unadjusted, and tho 
papers are in the Quartermaster-Goneral’s Office now, pending settle- 


ment. This is in open violation of the acts of incorporation in regard 
to the transportation of troops and munitions of war. 

Mr. President, I desire to discuss this subject fairly and candidly, 
I am a friend to railroads. They are the great promoters of civiliza- 
tion. When subsidized by the Government so lavishly with tho 
money of the people I contend they ought to be operated for the 
benefit of the people; and especially when such stipulations are made 
and agreed upon as a condition of subsidy. Strip this question of all 
sophistry and state the plain, unvarnished facts and what do we find 
in re to the conduct of the Union Pacific Company? First, we 
find not one dollar was ever risked in the payment for stock sub- 
seribed which was required to lie paid in money by law. Second, we 
find the whole cost of construction to be in round numbers $50,000,000, 
Third, we find the first mortgage bonds issned by the company and 
the bonds of the United States 1 together in round numbers 
to $54,000,000, a sum fully equal to the whole cost of the construction 
oftheroad. Fourth, we find a stock and bonded debt account amount- 
ing to upwards of $113,000,000, or a profit to the company above the 
cost of constraction of about $63,000,000, including the stock and 
junior bonds issued at par value. It must be borne in mind that 
through the aid of the Credit Mobelier of America the company itself 
constructed the road, and these immense profits were distributed as 
dividends between the stockholders. Income bonds and land-grant - 
bonds were issued by the company and sold as low as 60 cent., 
and the stock was taken at 30 per cent. in “ road making,” so that the 
net profits at cash value 9 to be “ at least $23,000,000.” 

In House Report No. 78, Forty-second Congress, third session, page 
17, the committee say : j 


It a then, s in round numbers, that the cost of the road was 
$50,000, which cost was wholly reimbursed from the proceeds of the Govern- 
ment bonds and first-mo bonds; and that from tho stock, the income, and 


land-grant bonds, the builders received in cash valuo at least 
being a percentage of about 48 per cent. on the entire cost. 

Also see House Report No. 77, third session of Forty-second Con- 

; also Report No. 440, first session, Forty-fourth Congress. 

This, sir, is the . that agreed to operate their road as one 
connected continuous line with all the branches, so that— 
in such operation and use to afford and secure to each l advantages and facili. 
ties as to rates, time, and transportation, without any discrimination of any kind 
in favor of the read or business of any or either of said companies, or adverse to 
the road or business of any or either of the others, 

Having successfully violated the law and defied the Government 
tbus far, they propose to continue, and thus monopolize the through 
traffic of this entire continent. The president of the Union Pacitic 
Company, in making his report to the stockholders, dated Bosten, 
March 8, 1876, says: 

Its coal traffic to-day, in its infancy, controls almost the entire fuel trade from the 


Missouri River to the Pacific coast, and as the manufactories, furnaces, mills, and 
pare a become necessary, the traflic in this one product cannot to-day be 


$23,000,000 as projit, 


Again, he says: 

And that for over one thousand miles long east and west, and three hundred miles 
wide north and south, are tributary to thia one great artery. 

If the Government did subsidize this company for the purpose of 
enriching it, and not to promote the public good and welfare of the 
people, as the law declares, then this ideal picture of a great monop- 
oly, to which all the people of this great nation must pay tribute, is, 
worthy of its master, But ho is not satisfied with the control of the 
through traffic of this nation only; he expects to be able, to use 
his words, “ to hold the great bulk of the travel and freight for the 
Pacific coast and for China and Japan and other ports in the Pacific 
Ocean.” (See same Age) 

Mr. President, I think I have shown that these roads are not oper- 
ated according to the acts . neva them; that they are operated 
in direct, open, and willful violation of the compact between them: 
and the Government; that the object for which they were ineorpor- 
ated, and for which the Government nded so many millions of 
dollars and donated such an empire of lands, has been completely 
defeated, and that by reason of such violation of law the Govern- 
ment will eventually lose in one instance about $15,000,000, unless a 
speedy remedy is provided. Now, sir, what is the remedy? No one 
can deny the power and authority of Congress to alter, amend, or 
repeal the act of incorporation absolutely and outright, for that was 
one of the eonditions upon which the immense ee of the 
ad van and benefits granted these companies by the act of 1864 
wasimposed. The right to alter, amend, and repeal in the act of 1862 
was restricted and conditioned, but in the act of 1864 it is without 
condition, and this is a part of the compact. Section 17 of the act 
of 1862 provides— 

That if said roads are not completed, so as to form a continuous line of railroad 
from the Missouri Hi 


n act, togeth 
tenemen) 
ry description, kind, and character, sh: 

en possession of, by the United States. 

How completed? “So as to form a continuous line of railroad ready 
Sor use,” &c., says the law. It was completed in 1869 so as to obtain 
the bonds to be loaned by the United States when completed, but not 
completed so as to be liable to pay the Government 5 per cent. on. 


and hereditaments, ani 
be forfeited to, and bo 
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the net earnings of the road until five years afterward. By the terms 
of the charter the companies were to receive the subsidy bonds as 
they completed each section of forty miles, and by the terms of the 
same act were required when the roads were completed to pay 5 

r cent. of net earnings to the Government until all the subsidy 

nds and interest were fully paid by the companies. 

By the same construction of the law I su the Union Pacific 
Company would claim they were not compelled to operate their road 
as required by law until July 1, 1876, as that is the date fixed by sec- 
tion 17 that roads shall be completed, so as to form one con- 
tinuons line of railroad ready for use,” &. 

More than one year has elapsed since that time, so that no excuse 
can be given for further default. It is a well-settled principle of law 
that an act of private incorporation is a contract between the Legis- 
lature and the corporation, and equally a well-settled principle of 
law that when corporations do not act up to the end or design for 
which they were incorporated their charters are forfeited. Who, 
then, can doubt that when specifications and conditions are imposed 
and openly and defiantly disre; ed during a term of years, that 
the power is lodged with, and itis the duty of, the Government either 
to compel a due observance of the law on the part of such defaulting 
companies, or by the proper action at law to declare their charters 
forfeited and take immediate possession of their property of every 
kind and nature. In support of this position I refer to the following 


authorities: 
High’s Extraordinary Legal Remedies, volume on mandamus, quo 
warranto, and prohibition, page 41,: 
franchise is a species of Honig sot hereditament, in the nature of 
a privilege or immunity, proceeding from the sovereign power and subsist- 
ing in the hands of a body-politic, owing its o either to ex grant or to 
er which presupposes a t. It follows, therefore, that the sovereign 
power bas the right at all times to — into the method of user of such fran- 
chise, or the title by which it is held, and to declare a forfeiture for misuser or 
non-user, if sufficient cause a or to render judgment of ouster if the parties 
ossu to exercise the franc have no title to. And it may be stated, as 
a rule, that wherever there has been a misuser or non-user of corporate 
franchises, which are of the very essence of the contract between the soverei, 
er and the corporation, and the acts complained of have been repeated and will- 
Tat, they constitute just ground for a forfeiture in proceedings upon an informa- 
Commonwealth vs. The Commercial Bank, 28 Pa. State, 383, and 
see People vs. Kingston and Middleton Turnpike, 23 Wendell, 193: 


The extent of misuser necessary to work a forfeiture is very clearly stated in the 
opinion of the court by Judge Lewis, as follows : a 


These acts are expressly prohibited in the fundamental articles. 


‘The question then arises, do these constant and willful violations of the funda- 
mental conditions upon which the charter was granted entitle the Commonwealth 
to demand its.forfeiture! The question is not whether a single act, or even a 
series of acts of misuser, through lnedventare or mistake, may work a forfeiture, 
but whether the constant and willful violation of these important conditions of the 

t produce that effect? Mr. Justice Story, in delivering the 1 mr pe of the 
Soca Court of the United States, Mumma vs. Potomac Company, held that— 

A corporation, by the ee and nature of its political existence, is subject 
to dissolution by forfeiture of its franchises for willful misuser and non-user. (See 
8 Peters's Report, page 257.)"’ 

Many years before that decision was announced the same principle was full 
tecognized by the same high authority in Truett et al. de. Tajlor at ok. ® Crand, 
43, where the right of forfeiture for misuser or non-user was held to be the common 
law of the land and a tacit condition annexed to the creation of every corporation. 
It is now well settled by numerous authorities tnat it is a tacit condition of a grant 
of incorporation that the grantees shall act up to the end or design for which they 
; and hence, through neglect or abuse of its franchises, a corpo- 
ration 88 its charter, as for condition broken, or for a breach of trast. 

& Ames on Paragraph 776, and the cases there cited.) In 
‘etersbargh and Roanoke Railroad Com- 


It may b . eee 
g non-nser in regard to matters which are of the essence of the contract between 
the corporation and the State, and the acts or omissions comp! of have been 


and wilfully, they constitute a just ground of forfeiture. 
State Bank vs. The State, (see No. 1, Blackford's Reports, page 279 :) 


a.. 


tution 
2288 such property from annihilation by a dissolution of 
on. hing 


in 
franchises, let the effect u private be what it may. And there can 
be no doubt but that this judgment, so far as it authorizes a seizure of the fran- 
chises into the custody of the State, is warranted by law. When it appears that 
the liberty has been once granted, and its forfeiture b or non-user, the 
b king's han (Year Book, 15 edition 
page 4, cited in 2 Kyd on Corporations, 402.) d such appears to be the law a 


_Angell & Ames, paragraph 803, say : 
Tho duties are conditions annexed to the 


; 

an act incorporating a turnpike com: as to the construction of the road, is 
me mine Sere g the — 75. 2 
non- a 


lormance ular act — 
ure, &c. (Att'y Gen Les. Petersburgh R. Company, 6 Iredell, 456.) 
. Precedents : 
Angell & Ames, page 22: 


- Private corporations, on the other hand, are created by an act of the Legislature, 
which, in connection with its acceptance, is regarded as a compact, and one which, 


80 as the bod faithfully observes, the is constitution- 
8988 9 Z Legislature 
vate corporations are in the nature of a contract; this is a well-settled prin- 


Angell & Ames, paragraph 81: 7 
It was once doubted whether the being of a co conld be forfeited by a 
cation of the powers intrusted to it; but itis now well settled that it is a 
tacit condition of a grant of incorporation that they shall act up to the end or de- 
sign for which they were acy ta ve and hence through neglect or abuse of its 
3 orfeit its charter as for condi broken or for a 
trust. 


Terrett and others rs. Taylor and others, (see 9 Cranch’s Report, 
51:) 

A private corporation created by the Legislature may lose its franchises b 
5 or a non-user of them; beh they may be 8 by the Government 
under a judicial judgment upon a warranto to ascertain and enforce the for- 
feiture. This is the common law of the land, and is a tacit condition annexed to 
the creation of every such corporation. 


Dartmouth College rs. Woodward, (see 4 Wheaton, 658 and 659 :) 


The charter of a corporation, says Mr. Justice Blackstone, may be forfeited 
through n or abuse of its franchises, in which case the law judges that 
the body-politic has broken the condition upon which it was incorporated, and 
thereupon the corporation is void. . 


The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company rs. The Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company, (see 4 Gill. and Johnson’s Reports, 4 and 5.) 


A corporation = forfeit its charter by non-use, of its franchises; but it is 
well known that such forfeiture can Gr he enforced by judicial proceedings insti- 
tuted for that purpose at the instance of the Government 1 * 4 
by the forfeiture of its charter through abuse or neglect of its franchises, as for 
a condition broken, there being a tacit condition in every such grant that tho 
corporation shall act up to the end of its institution. 


Commonwealth vs. The Union Fire and Marine Insurance Com- 
pany, in Newburyport, Massachusetts, (see 2 Mass. Reports, 230 aud 
) s 


We are well satisfied that a corporation, as well when created by charter under 
the seal of the Commonwealth, as by statute of the Legislature, may by non-feas 
ance or malfeasance forfeit its franchises and that by judzment on an information 
the Commonwealth may seize them. And if the al ee in the motion 


for a ruling in this caso were true, and the Commonwealth an informa- 


tion to be filed and prosecuted for tho purpose of seiz ng the corporate franchises 
for such a malfeasance, judgment for Brose causes might haye been rendered for 
the Commonwealth. 


But an information for the purpose of dissolving the corporation or of seizing 
32222. KK 
exerc U or hoy or solicitor 

its direction or ex oficio in its behalf, for the . — 
breaches of any condition, expressed or implied, on which the corporation was 
tas Eataa ot an 5 8 8 party in| —.— 
to the suit aud thus —— to the judgment. til 

I contend that this Government has the right to declare the char- 
ter of any company organized by act of Congress, and subsidized by 
Congress, forfeited for willful violations of conditions implied or ex- 
pressed in said charter, and I contend, in the cases referred to, it is 
the duty of the Executive branch of the Government to do so, unless 
legal impediments exist to prevent such immediate action. Ifitshall 
be found that the legal officer of the Government is not authorized, 
and the fourth section of the act of April 10, 1869, does not continue 
special authority in him, to investigate whether or not the charter 
and all the franchises of the Union Pacific Railroad Company and 
other defaulting companies have not been forfeited, then I shall u 
upon this Congress to provide such authority and direction, to the 
end that the people of this country may no longer be denied the rights 
and privileges so justly due them. 

I have thus 1 in my feeble way, to give utterance and voice 
to the complaints of the people on the subject of these railroad extor- 
tions. The hour has arrived for the Government to take action, if it 
does not intend to abandon the people to the rapacity of these railroad 
corporations. The question is a simple one; no amount of sophistry 
can becloud it; no veneering can cover or alter its features. Shall 
railroads built by the people’s money be operated in the interests of 
the people? Shall the will of the nation, expressed in its laws, be 
heard or stifled? Shall corporations which have mercilessly plnn- 
dered States and communities compel the Government to surrender, 
or shall the Government vindicate its power by compelling its creat- 
ures to act legall 1 bose A 

Mr. President, I ask for the present consideration of the resolution. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Mr. President, I hold in my hand a dispatch I 
received a few moments ago from my town of Omaha, which I should 
like to have read for the information of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The paper will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


To ALVIS SAUNDERS: 

The question whether the Kansas Pacific, Denver Pacific, and Burlington and 
Missouri River are branches of the Union Pacific, and what their rights are in re- 
spect to proratiug, is now g before Judge Dillon, and will bo argued on 

hursday. 3 be expected. I hope there will be no legisla- 
tion b the judicial question is pending in the court. 

A. J. POPPLETON. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I will state that Mr, Poppleton is the attorney 
for the Union Pacific Railroad, and there is no doubt that this infor- 
mation is correct. The case is known all over the country. There 
are a number of people who believe that this is a legal question 
rather than a question requiring action by Con; ; and inasmuch 
as the matter is now before the courts, and will probably be decided 
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before any action can be taken here, I hope no further steps will be 
taken here, but that a little time will be given at least to hear the 
-result of the trial in court. If the question should be pressed for 
action now, evidently those connected with the main line will want 
to be heard. For the purpose of giving time to let us hear of the 
action of the court, I move that this resolution be laid on the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Nebraska moves to 
lay the resolution on the table 

. CHAFFEE, I hope that will not be done, This is a mere in- 

quiry of the President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is not debatable. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. Unless some Senator signifies his desire to speak 
on the resolution, I trust it will be considered now. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The motion to lay on the table is in order 
and is not debatable, 

Mr. SAUNDERS, Iwill . answer the question of the Sena- 
tor that I do wish to say something on it, but am not prepared to do 
so this morning, because I want to examine the figures he has pre- 


sented. 
7 . Certainly, then Iam perfectly willing to let it lie 
aside if the Senator from Nebraska desires to speak on it. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over. 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. R, No. 4) to aid the 
Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin to obtain subsistence by agricul- 
_tural pursuits, and to promote their civilization; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 5) author- 
izing Rear-Admiral William Reynolds, of the United States Navy, to 
accept certain presents tend him by Kings of Siam; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

STATUE OF GENERAL GREENE. 


Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 6) fixing a site for the pneg 
trian statue of General Greene; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Iask for the present consideration of the joint 
resolution. This is a statue heretofore ordered by Congress which 
has been completed. It is the opinion of members of the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds and of the artist that the intersec- 
tion of Maryland and Massachusetts avenues on the east of the Capi- 

-tol is the most eligible site. 

The joint resolution was read at length, as follows: 

Resolved, That the statue of Major-General Nathaniel Greene, ordered by Con- 
gress, be erected at the intersection of Maryland and Massachusetts avenues. 

Mr. DAWES. I would inquire of the Senator from Rhode Island 
if the matter has been heretofore under consideration by the Commit- 
tee on Public Grounds so that at any time they have passed upon it? 

ANTHONY. Iam not aware thatit has been formally referred 
to them. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not know but that the site named is precisely 
the proper place ; and if it has been before the committee heretofore, 
I might be entirely satisfied. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think it has not been. 

DAWES, Would it not be well to have it before the commit- 
tee Å 

Mr. ANTHONY. Ihave no objection. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds will not object to the passage of the resolu- 
tion at the t moment, 

Mr. DAWES. I have no objection if the Senator from Vermont. 
who has been so long at the head of that committee, has considered 
the es Hk I haveno opinion of my own. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say that in ney ne! with the artist and 
some others I have gone all over the city for the purpose of finding 
an appropriate place for this statue. On the whole, it was consid- 
ered by the artist himself that the place proposed by the Scnator 
from Rhode Island is the most fit and proper for the location of this 
statue, which will be a large equestrian one, and I think honorable 
to the artist and to the country. This place is two or three squares 
from the Capitol, in plain sight of the center of the Capitol, anda 
large square, yet unimproved, although curbed, and will be a very 
conspicuous object on Massachusetts avenne, which is destined to be 

Tipa tbo grana boulevard of the city when the Baltimore and 
hio 1 depot shall be removed to the north of Massachusetts 
avenue, as has been long contemplated. I believe that the Senate 
would a unanimously to this place which has been selected by 
the artist, and I hope there will be no objection to it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to ask the Senator from Vermont if 
the question of location has been before the Committee on Public 
Buil ings and Grounds? 

Mr. MORRILL. I believe by existing law it was provided that the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds should be permitted to 
select a place upon the Capitol grounds, but we find no place upon the 
Capitol po s that we deem appropriate for the object, and there- 
fore, as I haye said, upon consultation with the artist, I have been all 
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over the city, nearly, to find a proper place, and came to the conclus- 
ion that this was the best place in the city for it. 

Mr. DAWES. My object in making the inquiry was to see that 
these statues, which are for the adornment of the Capital, should 
really get their ultimate position in the best possible p ; and it 
is obvious that unless there be some consideration more than is given 
in open Senate upon the day a resolution is offered, there would be 
likely to be a mistake, not in this particular instance that I had any 
pe co) of, and I desired to know whether the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds had given any consideration to the question 
of a suitable place, If the Senator fron Vermont has made up his 
mind about it from careful consideration, I have no desire to say any 
thing further or do more than have a proper precedent established. 

Mr. CONKLING. What is the pending motion, Mr. President ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The parliamentary question would be, 
the joint resolution having been read twice, whether it shall be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is this joint resolution reported by a committee? 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is not. y 

Mr. CONKLING. Without meaning to oppose the joint resolution 
at all, I should be glad for one to have it printed and lie over. I 
think it ought to go to a committee, I should like to. know at least 
where this locality is, which I am not able to determine by looking 
at the joint resolution, 

1 1 VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution goes over under 

e rule, 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the joint resolution be referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds instead of lying 


over. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Chair hears no objection, and that 
order is made. 

P CORRECTION OF A BILL. 

Mr. SPENCER. On the 6th of November I introduced a bill (S. 
No, 214) for the relief of George V. Hebb. The bill was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. I notice that in the printed copy of the 
bill the name is George V. Webb. I move that the record be changed 
so as to make it “ Hebb.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That correction will be made. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand that to-morrow the 
Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY] is to address the Senate on a reso- 
lution which he offered a day or twoago. On Thursday morning I 
shall ask the Senate to listen to me for some brief explanation of the 
discrepancies, &c., in the Treasury Department, on the resolution I 
introduced some days ago. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SPENCER. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After eleven minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were re-opened, and (at two o’clock and 
twenty minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. a 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, November 13, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by Rev. DAVID WILLS, 
D. D., of Washington, District of Columbia. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
Two messages in writing, from the President of the United States, 
secre- 


were communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his 
taries. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to move to go into Committee of the 


ole. 
Mr. SCALES. I ask the gentleman to yield to me to introduce a 
bill sap for reference. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I will yield for that purpose. 


F. F. CULVER. 7 

Mr. SCALES, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1476) for the relief of F. F. Culver; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referted to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 2 

EDWARD GALLAHER. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1477) for the relief of Edward Gallaher; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CHEAP LAND AND WATER TRANSPORTATION. 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
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1478) to extend, facilitate, and cheapen land and water transpo 
tion of freight and passengers, and to promote industry and labor 
without further ni gamba e of pae property or increase of public 
debt; which was a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


REAR-ADMIRAL JOHN J. ALMY., 


Mr. EAMES, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 47) authorizing Rear-Admiral John J. Almy, United States 
Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of the Hawaiian Islands ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES M. JOHNS. 


Mr. BURDICK. I ask unanimous consent to submit for reference 
at this time a resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


R That tho Clerk of tho House of 


resentatives be, and he is hereby, 
au servi 


the sum of $300 for ces as 


Mr. BURDICK. I move that that resolution be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests that it should go to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts. 

Mr. BURDICK. I ask its reference to the Committee of Claims, 
because it relates to a claim that accrued during the last Con 

The SPEAKER. It proposes to make a payment out of the con- 
tingent fund of the House, and for that reason if should go to the 
Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. BURDICK. I have no objection. . 

The resolution was accordingly referred to the Committee of Ac- 
counts. 

A. B. ROWDEN. 


Mr. EDEN, by unanimous consent, reported back from the Com- 
mittee on War Claims the petition of A. B. Rowden, of Meigs County, 
Tennessee, late second lieutenant Eleventh Tennessee Cavalry, for 
compensation for service; moved that the committee be dise ed 
from the further consideration of the same, and that it be refe; to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


FRANK M, SHELL. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, submitted the 
following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Rules: 

That Frank M. Shell be, and he is hereby, appointed a messenger of the 
House of tatives for the Forty-fifth Con with an annual salary of 
$1,200 to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House, for service in the Special 
Committee on the Revision of the Electoral Law, the Special Committee on Ven- 
tilation, and such other special committees as may be ordered by the House. 


A. D. COOKE & CO. 


Mr. WAIT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1479) for the relief of A. D. Cooke & Co., by the remission of a for- 
feiture and payment of a claim; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF POTOMAC RIVER. 


Mr. WALSH, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, requested to ascertain 
the probable cost of the removal of the rocks in the channel of the Potomac River 


between Georgetown, District of Columbia, and the new outlet-locks of the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal above said G , and report the same before the close 
of the present of Congress. 


G. J. HOUSTON. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was referred to the Committe of Ac- 
counts: 


tatives be, and he is hereby, 


That the Clerk of the House of 
out of the contingent fun: 


Resolved, 
directed to pay to G. J. Houston the sum of 


balance due for services rendered as laborer in the Doorkeeper's partment 
of the House of Representatives during the second session of the Forty-fourth Con- 
gress. 


DIGEST OF QUESTIONS OF ORDER, ETC. 


Mr. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred, under the law, to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, That 2,000 copies of the volame of Questions of Order decided in tho 

of the House as see Thea varios keane OE e clerk, be printed 
for the use of the House, 
JOHN M. BUTLER. 

Mr. GLOVER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of ſtati ves be, and he is hereby, 


authorized to pay out of the contingent fund of the House the sum of 8348 to John 
M. Butler, of 3 District of Columbia, for labor and servi 


in asso! and blic 
„66 
tember 1 to November 26, 1876, 


H. T. BURROWS. 
Mr. FULLER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
olution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 
8 That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and 


ay ba — 5 N ie grog in the ET ays azae e 7 2 

pensation rate 9 jem. m August 15, 1876, to October 27, 187 0 

Dirne : 
BEAUFORT C. LEE. 


Mr. HARTRIDGE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives pay Beaufort C. Lee 
for services rendered in the Doorkeeper's department from March 1 to October 15, 
1877, at the rate of $720 per annum. 


JOHN WHITTAKER. 


Mr. REAGAN, by unanimous consent, reported back from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce a bill (H. R. No. 1232) authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to adjust the claim of John Whittaker inst the 
United States of America; moved that the committee be discharged 
from its further consideration and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims, 

The motion was agreed to. 

DEED-OF-TRUST SALES IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. CALKINS, by unanimous consent, introduced (by 5 Keane a bill 
(H. R. No. 1480) to prevent the sale of real estate in the District of 
Columbia by virtue of any power in a mortgage or deed of trust 
and to authorize a foreclosure and sale by decree of court; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 


Mr. ITTNER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1481) to proide for ascertaining and settling private land claims in 
certain States and Territories; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

LEVI J. FRIEL. 

Mr. NEAL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1482) 
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to place upon the pension- 
roll Levi J. Friel, late private Company K, Seventy-seventh Regi- 
ment Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed, 

PORTSMOUTH, OHIO, A PORT OF ENTRY. 

Mr. NEAL also, by nnanimous consent, presented a memorial of the 
city council, board of trade, and citizens of Portsmouth, Ohio, pray- 
ing that said city be made a port of entry; and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. a 

X THOMAS LOWRY, 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H.R, No. 1483) granting a pension to Thomas Lowry, late a sergeant 
of company A, One hundred and forty-seventh Regiment Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SIGNAL SERVICE. 


Mr, CLAFLIN, by unanimous consent, presented a resolution of 
the Natiónal Board of Trade, in regard to the Signal Service; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HELP TO IMMIGRANT LABORERS, a 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following preamble and resolution; which were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed : 

Wh large portion of the laboring population of th , particular], 
in Pennsylvanias Inanemaplozed AN ban RELIE te AME tm MI par 
suits by immigrating to est and settling on the public lands: and 

Whereas a large portion of such lo have sent their petitions to Congress re- 
citing their desire to so immigrate and their inability to do so for want of trans- 
pa and the necessary implements of husbandry, and asking assistance of the 

vernment: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committeo on Public Lands bo, and is hereby, instructed to 
consider and report what assistance can be given by the Government to such citi- 
zens who desire to immigrate to the West to take up a homestead and engage in 
agricultural pursuits, and that such committee report at as early a day as practi- 
cable by bill or otherwise. i 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, I also present a petition to accom- 
pany that resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The petition will be presented and referred at the 
desk under the rules, 

Mr. WRIGHT. To what committee has that matter been referred ? 

The SPEAKER. To the Committee on Public Lands, of which the 
gentleman himself is a member. t 

Mr. A. That is where it ought to go, and I will try to take 
care of it. 

WITHDRAWAL OF NATIONAL-BANK CIRCULATION. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent to sub- 
mit for action at this time the following resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Banking and Currency be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of withdrawing the national-bank circulation and winding up 
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with 
; and that they report by bill or 


the national banks, and in lieu of said circulation providing the country 
greenbacks or other currency of similar character 


Mr, MAISH. I object to the consideration of the resolution at this 


time. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, Let it go, then, to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

The resolution was so referred. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr, DAVIS, of North Carolina, by unanimous con- 
sent, the Coninittee of Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the following cases, and the same were referred to the 
Committee on War Claims: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1022) for the benefit of Nathan G. Wells, of Russell 
9 entucky; : 

A bi i (H. R. No. 625) for the relief of Josiah Cunningham; 

A bill (H. R. No. 724) for the relief of Eva eres Henry Carleton, 
and Maud Carleton, children of General James H. Carleton; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1023) for the benefit of William D. Walford, of 
Russell County, Kentucky; 

A bill es No. 969) for the relief of Balaam A. Bridges, of Barton 
County ia; and 

A bill (H. If. No. 1928) for the relief of Elias B. Moore. 

; JOAB SPENCER AND JAMES MEAD. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, by unanimous 
consent, the same committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 819) for the relief of Joab Spencer 
and James Mead, for supplies furnished the Kansas tribe of Indians; 
and the same was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


V. H. M’CORMICK. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, by unanimous 
consent, the same committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of a resolution authorizing compensation to V. H. MeCor- 
mick, special messenger at Washington to the Committee on the 
F man’s Savings and Trust Company ; and the same was referred 
to the Committee of Accounts, 


REPORT OF MONETARY COMMISSION, 


Mr. BLAND. I ask unanimous consent to submit the following res- 
olution for action at this time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not yield to anything that will give rise to 
debate. 

Mr. BLAND. I ask the gentleman to hear the resolution read; it 
is a matter of some importance. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I am willing to have it read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That there be ted for the of this Hi 10,000 additional 
of el : ‘ot the monetary com jon eee joint resolution ets 

5 accom game, as now 
13 of the Senate without tho. —— l 

The SPEAKER. That must go to the Joint Committee on Print- 

ing, under the rules. 
r. BLAND. I ask unanimous consent to consider it now. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I object. 

The SPEAKER.. Does the e ask to have the resolution 
referred to the Committee on Printing? 

Mr. BLAND. I do not. 

ALLARD & CROZIER. 


Mr. BOONE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1484) for the relief of Allard & Crozier, of McCracken County, Ken- 
tucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


W. H. SLACK. 


Mr. BOONE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1485) for the relief of W. H. Slack, of McCracken County, Ken- 
tucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


W. S. WARRICK. 


Mr. BOONE also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts : 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to pay to W. S. Warrick, out of the contingent fund of the House, $17.50 
for services as page of the House of Representatives from October 15, 1877, to Octo- 


ber 22, 1877. 
SAVINGS INSTITUTIONS. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I ask unanimous consent to present 
the memorial of the Board of Trade and Transportation of tho city 
of New York, for the appointment of a joint commission to investi- 
gate oursystem of savings institutions; and I ask that it be referred 
to the Committee on ing and Currency and printed in the CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. FOSTER, I object to the printing. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, I think if the memorial is read, there 
will be no objection. I ask that it be read. 

The SPE The objection made is to printing in the RECORD. 
1 WILLIS, of New York. I respectfully ask that the memorial 


The SPEAKER. That does not put itin the RECORD. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio objects to its going into the RECORD. 

Mr. FOSTER. I Ses to the printing of all such things. We 
are now too much lumbering up the RECORD. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I ask unanimous consent to withdraw 
the memorial. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has that privilege. 

MRS. MAGGIE A. ELLIOTT, 

Mr. RIDDLE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1486) for the relief of Mrs. Maggie A. Elliott, of Sumner County, 
Tennessee ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be prin 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair lays before the House a communication” 
from the President of the United States. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

To the House of Representatives : 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the Ist instant, I 
transmit herewith reports from the Secretary of State and the Secretary of War; 
with their accompanying papers. K EI 


WASHINGTON, November 12, 1877. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER. I move that the m 
the accompanying documents be referred to 
W and that they be printed. 


© motion was- to. 
che chair also lays before the House another 


of the President and 
© Committee on For- 


The 3 z 
message from the President. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


To the House of Representatives : 

In answer to the resolution of the Houso of . tho 5th instant, 
I transmit herewith reports from the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with their accompanying documents. 41 


WASHINGTON, November 12, 1877. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the message and the accompanying dov- 
uments be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and that 
they be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

NAVY DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. FOSTER. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio demands the regular 
order, which is the motion of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
risen The gentleman from Georgia will please state his motion. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose of 
considering the bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain defi- 
ciencies in the pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, and 
for other purposes; and pending that motion I move that gen- 
eral debate on the bill be limited to two hours. 

The 3 being taken on the motion to limit general debate 
to two hours, it was to. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to reconsider the vote just taken, and also 
move that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 

The motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, ta BLACKBURN in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain de- 
ficiencies in the pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, 
and for other purposes, 


The CHAT . By order of the House, general debate on the 
a is limited to two hours. The Clerk will report the bill by its 

tle. 

The bill was read by its title. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the first reading of the bill be dis- 
pensed with. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. BLOUNT. . Chairman, I am somewhat surprised that the 
Secretary of the Navy should designate the deficiencies in the present 


bill as belonging to the last quarter of the last fiscal year. There are 
certain facts and certain statutes lating the administration of 
the Navy, which I trast the House will bear with me in nting. 
For several years during the administration of the Navy De 
ment under Secre Robeson it will be found that the estimates 
made for the pay of the Navy were $6,500,000. Such is the case for 
1872, 1873, and 1874. In 1875 the estimates were $6,600,000. Suddenly 
when the House becomes democratic we are at once informed that it 
cones $7,600,000 to pay eighty-five hundred men. For 1878 the 
5 sprinted by the House in 1872 f of the 
e amount appro’ t ouse in 1 or pay of the Navy 
was $6,500,000; i 1873, $6,256,000; in 1874, $6,250,000, on the lar 
bill, with $300,000 additional extraordinary expenses for pay of the 
Navy during our trouble, or anticipated trouble, with Spain. In 1875 
$6,250,000 were psa ay ep It will be seen that up to this period, 
up to the period when the democratic party came in possession of this 
ouse, by the estimates from the Department and by the appropria- 
tion bills, $6,250,000 were deemed adequate for the pay of Navy 
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In the second volume of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for 1873-74, on 
this very subject, the distinguished gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GAR- 
FIELD, ] then chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, used the 
following language: | 
- Also, in this Jetter, he said: 
“Tam enlisting men to supply and fill up the crews of all our vessels.” 
What does that mean? "Manifestly that our Navy, which was already enlisted 
to its full complement, was afloat on the sea, and that the Secretary was putting 
more ships in commission, and was ing men to fill up the crews of those new 
ves -els thus put in commission; a piein 2 statement that he was then fill ng 
up the naval force beyond the limit —— 3 law. N was apes id 
prise, k un y approv ex w 
cla'med that the inistration had 3 far nah. eT 
The Committee en Appropriations considered that letter and called the Secretary 
t» explain more fully the situation, to show for what pi the four millions 
ilay be needed. e Secretary gave us the statement of the repairs he hid or- 
„ dered, of the supplies he had purchased, and of the sum he would need to reim- 

burse the bureaus for the expenditures required by the trouble with Spain. 


I now call the especial attention of the House to this: 
ted men. 


In the bill 


x papa bec! to the gentle- 
$300,000. rg for the purpose of paying more men 
than were already provided for by law. In our naval r act of last 
year, we had appropriated for the #8, of eighty-five hun 
will see this in the language of the Book of Estimates, pago 77, where enough was 
asked and granted to pay the full quota ef men.. Why, then, did we appropriate 
$300,000 more if it was not for these very extra men that the Secretary said in his 
letter he was then enlisting in the Navy! 


My colleague on the committee from Maine [Mr. HALE] used the 
following lan in that same discussion, and which will be found 
on page 494 of the same volume: 


Mr. Chairman, the committee in making up this bill has planted itself on this 
position: Wherever any part of the $4,000,000 5 in December last enters 
into the improvement of the regular . which we are to keep up in 
time of peace, ng deduction has made in the appropriations for 
the coming year. W ver stores derived from that appropriation have accumu- 
lated in any of the bureaus that can be used in the ordinary naval service, such 
amounts have been deducted. Wherever enterprises that have been begun can be 
dis i with, they have been cut off. Wherever there has been found too large 
civil force in the Department, in its parr yards; the committee has put the knife to 
these establishments and has cut them down. I give some of the details as to dif- 
ferent bureaus. Here are the figures for the present and next year, showing the 
reductions in the different bureaus : 


men. Gentlemen 


187475. 


Reduction. 


, e eee, „ 000 
Contingoot sS Iiii ede 100, 00ͥᷓ ẽů 
Navigation 199, 350 $126, 550 
aE eee 455, 000 178, 516 
Equi 1, 100, 000 400, 000 
Contingent -...........3. 75, (00 50, 000 
Yards and Docks 800, 000 100, 000 
Naval Asylum 53, 273 5, 205 
Medicine and Su 60, 000 30, 000 
i 1, 330, 000 262, 009 
2 PPT 50, 000 25, 000 
ction and Repair 3, 300, 000 200, 000 
Steam-Enugincer ing 1. 500, 000 800, 000 
Naval Academy I 24. 000 
© Cory conse neee ses 877, 606 267, 670 

Civil establishment poser 255, 000 153, 000 

99, 161 


The Pay Department is a matter fixed by law; that, of course, has not been in- 
3 All these are reductions in the running expenses of the Depart- 
ment, re. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, in view of these facts, the Committee on 
Appropriations were somewhat astounded when snddenly after a 
lapse of years we were told that it required $7,600,000 for the pay of 
the Navy. The present Speaker of the Honse, the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. HAL, and myself visited the Navy Department for the 
purpose of consulting with the Secretary in 0 to the estimates 
sad the item of (Pay of the Navy.“ We weretold that they could get 


along with $6,250,000. That is the same amount which had been 
appropriated the year before. 
is very same bill we reduce the number of men to the extent 


of one thousand men, making it seven thousand five hundred instead 
of eight thousand five hundred, and we still supposed that we had 
been very liberal. In view, however, of the fact that the amount 
was far below the estimates, and expecting to be interrogated on this 
floor as to the discrepancy, I asked how this could be accomplished: 
I wastold that there were officers on sea service and on shore duty 
who could be withdrawn and pnt on Jess pay, and also that some 
officers could be placed on furlough py: I then inquired if that 
was not an obnoxions arrangement. I had the response that it had 
been the practice, and that it was a right practice. 

I then asked the question whether, this being true and looking to 
the facts, there could not be a further reduction. I received the an- 
swer that the amount could be reduced 51,000, 000 more. The bill 
was in this House at the time providing for $6,250,000, and then there 
was a still further reduction of $500,000, one-half the Secretary’s esti- 
mate. After this had been done and after Congress had adjourned 
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NOVEMBER 13, 


an order was published by the Secretary of the Navy the parece of 
which was to excite the Navy against the majority side of this House 
{General Orders No. 216. ` 
Navy DEPARTMENT, 


Washington, August 12, 1876. 

‘The estimates made for “pay of the Navy“ for the current year were $7,600,000. 
To keep the personnel of the Navy properly employed to meet the best interests of 
the service and of the country, this amount. was, in the opinion of the Department, 
actually required, as will appear from the estimates submitted and the statements 
made up in the office of the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, where all naval ac- 
counts are finally settled. The Representatives of the people in Congress have, 
however, determined that this sum was not necessary, upon the. express grounds 
(see explanation of conference re on naval appropriation bill) “that by a 
very rigid enforcement of a somewhat disnsed power on the part of the Secretary 
of the Navy to furlough officers, instead of haying them under the heads of * other 
duty or- N a very considerable reduction could be made,“ and they 
therefore give Secretary of the Navy the disagreeable duty of putting officers 
upon furlough, when they can be 7 rom the actual needs of the service, at the 
same time saying that if it should be found by experiment that it is im ble to 
get through the year, we at another session of Congress will perhaps make 

tright.” (Congressional |, June 30, page 16.) f 

In pursuance of this * . Congress appropriated for the current year for the 
“ pay” of the Navy to ministered upon this plan, and also reduced by cut- 
ting off one thousand from its former complement of eivhty-five hundred men, the 
sum of $5,750,000, or nearly $2,000,000 less than the amount of the estimates. Under 
these circamstances the Department, although entertaining different views, feels 


bound to make in good faith the effort to bring the actual e of this branch of 
the service as near as possible tothe amount appropriated Jongress, This can only 
be done by reducing the number of officers employed to those absolutcly needed to 


meet the daily pressing requirements of the service, and by . those unom- 
ployed upon the lowest pay recognized by the provisions of existing laws. 

It is indeed a “di, ble duty“ for the Secretary to be obliged to put so 
many well-deserving ollicers in a position reserved of late years solely for the nse- 
less and undeserving, and 8 to reduce the pay of some gallant meu below 
what is actually necessary for the support of their families. But he has no other 
alternative, except that of refusing to carry out the expressed will of the Repre- 
sentatives of the people. 

Congress will be asked, at its next session, to remedy to the deserving the evil 
3 w thus done them, and in the 2 amoi 105 be ape phere — oo —_ 
neither imputes any wrong to, nor involves the disgrace of, auy su cer; 
that it is simply an effort to meet, as near as may be, the eee of public 
law, binding alike upon the Department and the service, 

It is therefore ordered that— 

I. Until further orders, officers relieved from sea-going vessels, and having 
made a cruise or part of a cruise, will have as many months’ leave! or waiting 
orders,” dating from tho day of their detachment in any port of the United States. 
or if detached abroad, from the date of their arrival in the first port of the United 
States, as that cruise or part of a cruise has been in years, with a rtionate 
leave! for a fraction of a year of such service. At the expiration of their“ leave” 
or „waiting orders,” such officers will thereafter be regarded as on! furlough," 
and are, by virtue of this order, so placed on "furlough," and will be so paid by 
disbursing officers without further instructions from the Department. 

II. Officers relieved from shore stations, harbor-ships, or special duty will have 
one months“ leave” or. Waiting o bef from the day of their detach- 
ment, at the expiration of which they will bo regarded as on “ furlongh,” and are, 
by virtue of this order, so placed on “ furlough,” and will be so paid by disbursing 
ollicers without further instructions from the t 
4 5 1 55 e 3 on 9 Ist of ie ogee as and 2 2 are eae 

‘ect r o two ing paragraphs, wi as on “ fur- 
Jongh, 2 jhe aro, by virtue of this order, so — sa on “ fnrlough " from that date, 
and will thereafter be so paid by disbursing offieers without further instructions 
from the Department. 

IV. The foregoing applies only to the active list of the Navy, the pay of retired 


officers bein; special provision of law. 
: é GEO. M. ROBESON, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Then we came to the next session, when we made an appropria- 
tion of $6,250,000, and the estimate was $7,300,000. 

We had the estimates for previous years, the appropriation bills for 
the preceding year, the statement of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GARFIELD] on this floor, of the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, p . WHITTHORNE,) and of the Admiral of the Navy him- 
self, to the effect that this was ample for the purpose of pay of the 
Navy, and so we determined to fix it at that amount. 

Mr. EDEN. What was the difference in the force of the Navy? 

Mr. BLOUNT. We had then, and have had since the democratic 
paty assumed control of this House, one thousand men less than we 

ad in previous years, Bat, sir, we were told to take the Naval Reg- 
ister, and it was a simple matter of addition as to what was required 
to pay the Nayy. That we declined to accept in view of the various 
evidences that it was incorrect, and in view further of the fact that 
we had reduced the number of men. We are told that the number 
of crnising vessels would necessarily be reduced. We believed that 
many men were doing sea duty, that many men were doing shore 
duty, that many men were engaged in civil duties around the cap- 
ital and at the Naval Academy, whose services could be dispensed 
with. So we expected that by a redaction of this appropriation we 
would compel a different administration of this Department. This 
was our hope. 

But, Mr. Chairman, as I stated at the outset of my remarks, I was 
somewhat surprised that the present Secretary of the Navy should 
claim that this deficiency of $2,000,000 belonged to the last fiscal year. 
It will be found that when the last session of the last Congress ad- 


journed we voted for the pay of the Navy $5,700,000; we voted in a 


deficiency bill $1,000,000 more, and then voted, under an amendment 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. WHITTHORNE, ] 323 to 
the estimate of ie De prena; tar a 2 86 dollars a 8 
an aggregate o ‘or the purpose of paying the Navy for 
the last fiscal year. We voted every dollar estimated for the Navy 


save $50,000, and yet the country is to be tanght that the deficiency 
grew out of a failure on the part of the House to appropriate a suf- 
licient sum of money. 


1877. 
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The chairman of the committee asks me if our appropriations were 
equal to the estimates. Isay that they were $50,000 short of the esti- 
mate, and $50,000 only. The estimates were made from the Navy 
Register at a time when the Navy was being pee higher than at any 
other iod. If, sir, the statement of the former Secretary of the 
Navy 8 that we have failed to make proper appropriations and 
that the absolute requirements of the service were $7,600,000, then I 
say that he, in violation of law designed especially to prevent it, has 
pe os from the Treasury of the United States a large sum of money. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will my colleague on the committee allow me to 
ask him a ganon just t ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Certainly. i 

Mr. ATKINS. Was not that appropriation made upon the basis of 
sea pay, and was not the amount appropriated actually paid out on 
the basis of shore pay or waiting-orders pay, thereby paying out 
much less than was appropriated ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Necessarily every year a of the money goes 
for sea pay and a part for shore duty or waiting-orders pay. A num- 
ber of the officers are cruising and others are on duty at home, This 
Re; rsbows where the oflicers and men are at the time, and the 
estimates are made up upon the several grades of pay. 

Mr. ATKINS. Another question: Were not more men pnt upon 
shore pay or cag Star pay than ever before or than was usual ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. That is true. The Secretary of the Navy with- 
drew the iron-clad vessels that had been eruising, and they were col- 
lected down about Port Royal. The officers who had before been 
npon sea pay were reduced to shore-duty pay. In that way he rep- 
resented that he was carrying out the purpose of this House in reduc- 
ing expenditures. If he had done that, then the result 
would have been a reduction of the expenditures of much more than 


$50,000. 

I desire to call attention to some extracts from the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy in regard to these deficiencies, and to say that 
I do not concur in all tho statements therein contained: f 

The present deficiency in the fund for the “ 
pees ede oath year, running back to the ti 
q 


Consequently it isnot chargeable to any one year, but to a series of years, and has been 
8 both b, estimates and insuficient i 
having been for t out of the last nine years y 

The amount annually due to the officers and enlisted men of the Navy is settled 
by statute, and the Department has no control over it. It has no such discretion 
as will enable it to economize in the annual expenditure, even if it should consider 
it desirable to doso. Tho amount annually necessary is capablo of ascertainment by 
arithmetical calculation, subject only to such variations as do not materially affect 
the aggregate, and which may, from time to 1 be bbe ig em 245 5 
and approximate accuracy by a priations contingencies. order to p 
this fund in the condition A that the annual aj riations therefor could 
be advisedly made by Congress, withholding the payments for the months of April, 
May, and Jnne was absolutely unavoidable, unless a portion of the appropriation 
tor the present had been applied to that purpose. stated the 
reasons which, in m e rendered this inexpedient, and may ad 

riety, that if it not done the deficiency would only have 5 chargeable 
b the present year, where it does not properly gig meng of to tho last year, 
where it does . The officers and men of the Navy have submitted to this 
course with a cheerfulness which indicates their respect for and confidence in tho 
Government, notwithstanding it has subjected them to great incon 
in some instances. to hardships. 


Such is the statement of the present Secretary of the Navy as to 
this deficiency. I said a few moments ago that the last Secretary of 
the Navy had taken from the Treasury a sum eect to seven or 
eight millions of dollars in defiance of the law. For the purpose of 
supporting my statement, I call attention to the law lating that 
matter, and which will be found on page 251, volume 16, of the Stat- 
utes at Large: 


That all balances of a ions contained in the annual pi Li pl np bills 


ng un ded 
to the payment 6f ex- 

that year, or to tho f perl 
balances not needed for the said purposes shall bo 


penses ly incurred d 
made within that year jana su 


I stop here simply to say that the 
to what are known as permanent or 
tions 6 and7 provide: 

Sec. 6. That all balances of appropriations which shall have remained on the 


books of the Treasury, without being drawn in the settlement of accounts 
date of the last a 


ay of the Navy does not belon 
Indefinite appropriations. Sec 


not bo 


SEC. 7. That it 1l not be lawful for any 

in any one fiscal year any sum in excess made by Congress 

‘or that fiscal year, Jor to involve the Government in any contract for the future 
payment of money in excess of such appropriations. 

In 1874 this law was modified under the following circumstances: 
It was fonnd that under the operation of this law a portion of the 
appropriaiion for DATO the Navy went back into the Treasury at the 
end of two years ow, the officers of the Navy were off on vessels, 
absent for three years, and by the time of their return the appropria- 
tion made for their pay was covered back into the Treasury. To 
avoid that difficulty the law was modified, as will be found by re- 


serine to page 110, volume 18, of the Statutes at Large, which is as 
ollows: 


ary: 
That this provision shall not apply to t spocifió a aine, ro- 
for rivers and 3 Tight houses, forti 1 8 


tho N i Marine Corps; but the riations named in th 
eontinns available until jue sry — by Congress, 1 ain 
vision shall not apply to any une ded balance of the appropria' 
the act approved ber 21, 1871, for expenses that may be 
articles.1 to 9 of the treaty with Great Britain concluded 8, 1871, which bal- 
ance the act approved March 3,1873, authorized to be ex to enable the Pres- 
ident to fulfill the stipulations contained in the twent 9 twenty- 
third, twenty-fourth, and twenty-fifth articles of said treaty: And provided further, 
That this section shall not operate to prevent the fulfillment of contracts existing 
at the date of the passage of this uct, and the Secretary of the Treasury shall, at 
. pr gd 5 — — kor pisart ytte h Tete by this aon that — 
ces 
need to be Ba i ma aberea g * z 

It will be seen, therefore, that the simple purpose of this law was 
to prevent the pay of those who are absent on long cruises from 
being covered into the Treasury. Yet the present Secretary of the 
Navy tells us that an appropriation for one year has been taken for 
another year, and so on, running back through a series of years, until 
the deficiency has reached up to an amount exceeding $2,000,000, 

In my judgment it must be plain to the mind of any man that such 
use of this money was improper, was unlawful, was in violation 
of the palpable purpose of Congress, which was that such things 
should not be done by any De ment of this Government, Taking 
the most charitable view of it, it seems to haye been the design to 
have it appear that the Navy Department was being administered for 
a less sum of money, by many millions of dollars, than is actually 
expended. This unlawful proceeding was permitted to go on for yena 
and years by gentlemen on the other side of the House, It may have 
been e or it may have been for the purpose of concealing 
from the conntry what they were actually epen „ Teall atten- 
tion here to a statement showing how differently that Department was 
administered before the war for several and showing that the 
expenditures for all those years was under the appropriation : 


Amounts appropriated and Storch fete be ccd Navy for years as given 
low. 


Years. Appropriated. | Expended. 
421,718 00 $3, 200, 597 65 
855, 450 00 3, 528, 879 61 
805, 405 00 3, 404, 210 45 
930, 439 00 4, 167, 874 70 


NOVEMBER 6, 1877. 


We are told by the Secre of the Navy (and I ask the attention 
of my friend from Maine to this statement, which doubtless he has 
seen fal Fund and besides the deficiencies for pay of the Navy, naval 
hospital fund, and pay of the Marine Corps, there are deficiencies dne 
for construction and repair arising out of contracts with individuals 
for clothing, steam machinery, timber, &c., for the last fiscal year; 
but he remarks: 

It is deemed most advisable to reserve an estimate for these for communication 
at the 3 ie cee session of Congress, when detailed statements may be 
properly mado and when their relation to the general and current expenses can bo 
more readily explained. 

Now, in this case there is no pretense of excuse such as there has 
been in regard to the pay of the Navy; and I ask, in the face of this 
law, how these deficiencies have arisen. I am very sure that my 
friend from Maine does not approve the creation of such deficiencies. 
On page 494 of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for 1874 that gentleman 
says: 

A leman at m „Nr. t all 
r Se we havo Ca 

That tee, I tell him, I havo already stated to the House—that the Secre- 
tary of tho Navy wili make his garment according to the cloth we give him, as ho 
has thus far always done. 

I want my friend to see from this report how that Secretary has 
deviated from the guarantee he gave to the House and I want him 
to see how that Secretary has deviated from the law that should have 
governed him in his administration of the Department. He has dis- 
regarded that law utterly. From information which I will not now 
state, but which will be satisfactory to both sides of the House, I am 
convinced that the appropriations made for different bureaus have 
been used indiscriminately and in violation of the law of the 
land. Why, sir, to illustrate by this very bill, here comes in a defi- 
ciency for pay of the Marine Corps; yet taking the estimate for the 
last two years and also the ee bills it will be found 
that we gave every dollar that the law allowed. How has this defi- 
ciency arisen? The money has been taken I say it by authority 
the money has been taken and used for some other Peat gar 

We come then to the amount due Seligman Brothers. This is the 
amount, in addition to what appears upon the pay-roll, paid on 
drafts, &c. As to “miscellaneous items upon arrears of pay,” these 
are owing to the fact that, pending cruises, officers are entitled to 
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promotion and cannot at the time have an opportunity to be ex- 
amined. This allowance has always been made. The deficiency in 
the naval-hospital fund has arisen 8 it is made up by a charge 
of twenty cents a month deducted regularly from the pay of officers 
and seamen; and as money enough has not been appropriated, it is 
alleged that the deficiency has been caused in that way. Hence we 
have this as a matter about which it would be improper to 
raise any question. 

I desire to say just here that we found the officers and men had 
not been paid to the amount stated by the Secretary, We believe 
that there has been mismanagement of that Department. But these 
men have done the service; they are entitled under the law to their 
pay; many of them are greatly in need of it; and as it is due we 
thought it our duty promptly to report a bill providing the money to 
« pay them. The payment of this money will not prevent an investi- 

gation into the management of that Department, while a refusal to 
make this appropriation would be an outrage such as the committee 
were not willing to propose should be inflicted upon these men. 

In regard to these deficiences for pay, clothing, construction and 
repair, steam-engineering, and in every other direction in which a 
deficiency has occurred, I for one believe that we owe it to the people 
of this country to press relentlessly an investigation as to the origin 
of these deficiencies and to resort to all means in our power for 
remedy or punishment. This will not be at all prevented or ob- 
structed by any action we havo taken in reporting this bill. There 
has been some unfavorable comment growing out of the natural 
differences of opinion which obtain among men as to our conduct. 
This we naturally expected; but we are willing, after paring been 
heard, to await the judgment of the country as to whether it was 
9 that we should proceed as we have done. 

„EDEN. I wish to ask the gentleman whether there are not 
some means to prevent this misa 5 of the publie money. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I have read enough of N by 
tho Congress of the United States to furnish all necessary restrictions 
on any public official, no matter over what Department he may preside 
or what place of trust he may Lait tf The whole ground is already 
covered by legislation. The only further remedy is in the moral 
sense of the people which should hold to a just accountability those 
who have heen permitting for years this improper use of the funds in 
the Treasury. I know of no other remedy. 

So far as concerns the expenses in the Judicial Department, they 
explain themselves; and so also with the Interior Department. If 
any explanation upon those heads should be desired, I prefer to make 
it when we reach the debate under the five-minutes rule. 

I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
GOODE., 

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Chairman, the bill now under consideration is, 
I believe, in exact aceordanco with the recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy. In his report of October 9, addressed to the 
President, he recommended the appropriation of $2,003,861.27 to 
cover certain deficiencies in the pay of the Navy and tho pay of the 
Marine ao ce Fra this bill appropriates that-amonnt for those pur- 
poses, The Committee on Naval Affairs of this House, in tho first 
meeting after their organization, unanimonsly adopted a resolution 
recommending that the Committee on Appropriations report a bill 
covering those deficiencies withont any unnecessary delay. I am 
gratified to observe the Committee on Appropriations responded 
promptly to that suggestion. 

It may be very profitable, and in my judgment, Mr. Chairman, it 
will be profitable, to make the investigation referred to by my friond 
from Georgia, [Mr. BLount.] There are two committees of this House 
now claiming the right to make that a Rss I hope at the 
proper time the inquiry may be prosecuted fearlessly and impartially, 
and that the responsibility may be placed whereverit belongs. But, 
sir, I desire to say this; that, whatever may be thonght of the respon- 
sibility properly attaching to the Forty-fourth Congress and the late 
Secretary of the Navy in regard to this deficiency, however much men 
may differ upon the question whether the blame ought to be visited 
on the late Congress or the late Secretary of che Nowy; there is one 
proposition upon which, I trust, wo can all agree at this time, and 
that is we are bound now by every consideration of fairness and of 
justice to make an appropriation to meet this doficiency in the pay of 
the Navy with the least possible delay. 

Representing as I do, Mr. Chairman, a navy-yard district, and 
thrown as I am in constant association with the officers and men of 
the Navy, I happen to know something of the privations and hard- 
ships to which they haye been subjected. A large number of them 
have been compelled to borrow money called for by the necessities 
of themselves and their families, and to borrow it at a high rate of 
interest ; and that rate they must continue to pay until this Congress 
shall come to their relief by making the necessary appropriation. 
They have thus been subjected to loss which many of them could not 
afford to meet, and which none of them ought to have been required 
to meet. They have been subjected to the tender mercies of the 
money-lenders, notwithstanding this Government justly owed them 
the 75 for services actually performed. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman tell why they were not paid ? 

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Chairman, I have said I preferred now not to go 
into that investigation. Iam not pre 
paid. I have my own opinion, but I 


ve not investigated it as the 
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gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLount] has. But what I wish to sub- 
mit is this: Let this appropriation be made and let that investiga- 
tion be prosecuted. I am prepared to go as far as he who goes 
farthest in making an investigation, We have two committees am- 
bitious of the honor of making that investigation, and I hope the 
House will clothe one of them at least with the proper authority on 
that subject. 

It is said by some the deficiency has grown up because of the 
failure of Congress to make appropriation, The Secretary of the 
Navy says he prefers to charge it as a deficiency of last year. In 
another part of his report he says it is a deficiency which has grown 
up in a long series of years past. The en from Georgia, who 
has made a careful investigation of it, tells us the responsibility ought 
to be placed on the late Secretary of the Navy. I trust that investi- 
gation will be made, and made fearlessly an mat coctegse fe and that 
the responsibility will be placed where it propery belongs. But 
what I desire to su. t now is, that these ofticers and these men of 
the Navy ought not to be held responsible for it. They have suf- 
fered from it and have been compelled to submit to the tender mer- 
cies of money-lenders while the pay has been due them for services 
7 ormed to this Government. i 

I wish to say another thing, Mr. Chairman, and I feel that it is due 
to the officers and men of tho Navy that, notwithstanding this, they 
have not vexed the public ear with unseemly complaints, but have 
gone forward in the performance of their duty, and, in the language 
of the Secretary, have thus indicated their respect for and confidence 
in the Government. This loss should not be visited upon the officers 
and men of the Navy, but Congress should come ha ed and speed- 
ily to their relief, and then, at our leisure, we may investigate the 
question of responsibility. 

One other remark ; my friend from Georgia has joined issue with 
the Secretary of the Navy in regard to the statement contained in 
this as that this deficiency was properly due to the last fiscal 
year. desire to say, however that may be, there are some other 
sentiments contained in that report of tho Secretary of the Navy to 
which I am sure my friend representing the Committee on Appro- 
priations will give his cordial support. In my judgment they aro 
entitled to the approbation of g men in all parties who desire to 
restore the Goverument to the standard of honesty, simplicity, and 


economy. 

What does the Secretary tell us? He tells us that these difficulties 
attending the administration of the Navy Departinent have arisen— 
how? Have arisen from the diversion of funds se eg e to special 
objects by law and nsed in expendituré upon other and different ob- 
jects. He tells us that such a procedure will enable the Secretary of 
the Navy to substitute his official discretion for the requirements of 
law ; and there being no legal limit to such discretion, the Secretary 
of the Navy would be governed by his own will and pleasure as to 
whether any deficiencies shall exist or not. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. GOODE. Just one word, Mr. Chairman. The Secretary of 
the Navy says he is unwilling to take the responsibility of adminis- 
tering the Department of the Navy in this way, and he prefers, while 
he remains in office, to be governed strictly by the law of Con 
Now, I ae Mr. Chairman—and I am sure my friend will accord 
with me in that—I repeat that such a sentiment as that ought to 
receive the sanction of both sides of this House. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not propose to oceupy further at this time the 
remainder of my hour, but reserve it. 

Mr. HALE. This House is very anxious, I take it, to pass these 
8 bills. We have been here now four weeks and more 
and have just passed the Army bill. The wants of the men in the 
Army and Navy have been pressing. The 8 from Virginia 
LMr. GooprE] who has just taken his seat in strong and fitting 
terms characterized the condition of the officers and men in the Navy 
who have been knocking at our doors for their just dnes. That 
is what we have come here for—to pay them. The called session 
became erz in consequence of the failurb to the Army 
appropriation bill. The need of the Navy is like that of the Army. 
And now, at the end of four weeks or more, I should not take up a 
moment of the time of this House upon this bill if nothing had been 
said more than has fallen from the lipsof the gentleman from Virginia 
who has just taken his seat, or if what had been said had been in 
what I believe the legitimate direction of discussion upon this bill 
as he has stated it. 

The Committee on Appropriations have reported the bill which I 
have before me by the hand of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Biount.} It admits what no man gainsays, that more than $2,000,000 
are due to the officers and men of the Navy who are suffering for 
their money, Naturally what would be expected, what no doubt was 
expected, was an exposition to the Committee of the Whole now sit- 
ting of the reasons why $2,000,000 are appropriated here of the mone 
drawn from the people by taxation as a deficiency. Naturally we h 
a richt to expect that some explanation would be given to the com- 
mittee and to the country why the Committee on Appropriations have 
reported this bill; why there has been this deficiency; why this ap- 
er arpa is n + But the RPA reporting the bill has 

ailed to give anything of that kin 

He reports the bill and asks the money and forthwith launches into 
a tirade against the late Secretary of the Navy and declares that 
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that official has been guilty during his administration of somé vague, 
undescribed violation of law, and that therefore now the Committee 
on Appropriations recommends $2,000,000 to meet the deficiency caused 
by the wickedness—for that is not too strong a word to be used after 
listening to the gentleman from Georgian at the late Secretary of the 
Navy. And the gentleman has been pleased to allude to a better 
time; to the present time, when, as he says, this matter is brought 
before the scrutiny of a democratic House that shall make known all 
that is bad in high places and build up, I suppose, all that is good in 
low places. He has also referred toa better day when there were no 
pao pa in a former democratic administration that he has re- 


to. 

Now, sir, this bill does not legitimately involve any political issne. 
It does not legitimately involve any political discussion. It does 
not legitimately involve any comparison between the record of one 

rty and the record of another. o gentleman from Virginia, [ Mr. 

2 with his high sense of what is appropriate, has recognized 
this and has said nothing touching political or comparisons. 

Bat the gentleman who reports this bill, failing to give us aparti- 
cle of information how it is that this large deficiency has resulted, 
has gone out of his way—I repeat it, has gone out of his way—to 
make an attack on the late Secretary of the Navy, declaring that 
through his wrong this deficiency has arisen. 

Why, sir, some credit must be given to honorable and msible 
men who are at the head of the great Departments of the Govern- 
ment. The gentleman himself has failed to read even recent docu- 
ments. Has he looked at the message of the President of the United 
States, accompanying which is av elear and intelligent report 
upon this deficie m the present Secretary of the Navy, who has 
not been in office long enough yet to be attacked and abused and 
outraged? Has he read the report or the letter covering all of these 
things, by which he should have explained to the House why this 
deficiency has arisen? I have not time to go over the whole docu- 
ment, but I read from page 3, and I call the special attention of the 
2 p te debe 15s ae 3 ve 
ment No. 3, Forty-fifth Congress, first session. t is the message o: 
the President of the United States which sends these deficiencies, 
and accompanying it is an elaborate statement of how these deficien- 
cies have oce And upon page 3 the present Secretary of the 
Navy, who I see from this document has given careful and studious 
attention to this subject, and has gone into it root and branch, and 
has presented it in an 11 clear and convincing way—on 

age 3 he says what I will read. I wonder if the gentleman from 
eorgia has failed to read it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I will state that I read it very carefully and I read 
a part of it to the House. The e seems to think that nobedy 
reads any document but himself. 

Mr. I saw nothing and heard nothin 
the gentleman from Georgia that indicated that 
port at all; but, on the other hand, his’ were directly in the 
face of the conclusions arrived at by the Sea Secretary of the 
Navy, after careful and faithful attention. This is what he says: 

The present deficiency in the fund for the Pay of the Navy“ has been continu- 
ing from to year, running back to the time of the late war, when both esti- 


appropriations were necessarily made upon vague and unreliable infor- 

mation. Consequently it is not chargeable to any one year, but to a series of years, 
wad bab bene ooeaolenind both by insufficiont es - 

y less 


tions, the la having been for eigh Hye prop me —— 
tter * t out o © years 
than the estimates. x * 


I am glad to be able to say that the present Secretary of the Navy, 
in examining into this matter, has not fallen into the error, which so 
many men in all places fall into, of laying the blame at the door of 
his immediate predecessor. But,in analyzing these deficiencies and 
tracing each item to its propos source, he has been able, in the words 
which I have just read here, to say that that predecessor is by no 
means responsible for the condition in which the pay fund of the 
Navy was fonnd in March last. 

Now, it may be that some gentlemen here—and perhaps in this I 
encroach somewhat upon the prerogatives of the tleman intro- 
aatik and reporting this BUL tabu some gentlemen here may 
possibly have some curiosity to know how it is that a deficiency in 
the Navy pay appropriation can run back for years, because, upon 
this question of appropriations, upon the question when they termi- 
nate, upon the question when the unexpended balances shall be turned 
into the T. and cease to be available in the Department or 
bureau for which the appropriation was made, there has been much 
legislation; there has been much modifying legislation. In the session 
of 1800-70, the Dawes law, so known, was passed by Con and re- 
ceived the assent of the Executive, providing in general effect that un- 
expended balances should be turned into the 8 And why ? 

it was found that, after the years of the war and of large ap- 
propriations, all the Departments and bureaus, besides their annual 
appropriations, were coming and going upon balances that they found 
on books. Mr. Dawes, then cha of the Committee on Ap- 
ropriations, discovered that that practice took away from Congress 
ts right to scrutinize and regulate the amount of money to be ex- 
pended, and so he passed this bill, or Congress passed it for him, de- 
elaring that unexpended balances should be turned into the Treasury. 
That act has been modified at different times. It has been modified 
in order to conform to previous constructions, given to different funds. 
It was modified in 1874, when it was declared that the provision rel- 


in the remarks of 
e had read this re- 


ative to turning over unexpended balances “should not apply to per- 

manent c ap riations for rivers and harbors, for light- 

—— an fortifications, or public buildings, or pay of the Navy and 
rine Corps, 

This is found in the act of June 20, 1874. I have read from the act 
itself. There was nothing innovating in that, so far as the pay fund 
of the Navy was concerned. It was not an amplification of a previ- 
ous construction, but it was in accordance with a previous construc- 
tion in the Comptroller’s Office in reference to the pay of the Navy. 
It had for long years been considered a continuin d. 

Now, I do not mean to be caught upon words; I do not mean that 
any gentleman shall declare that I have said that the fund for the 
pay of the Navy is N. virtue of this clause a “ permauent” fund. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. HALE. Oh, certain 5 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman seems very familiar with the report 
of the present Secretary of the Navy. I would ask him if the report 
of the present Secretary of the Navy and the practice he proposes 
do not indicate clearly that the Seere of the Navy does not 
take the view of this matter that the pont eman does, and that he 
does not construe the statutes, to which he has referred, as the gen- 
tleman does ? 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; Ido not understand anything of the kind. 
I understand that there is nothing in the letter, and I read it very 
carefully, that conflicts with what I now say. 

Now, as I was saying when I was interrupted, I do not mean that 
any gentleman shall say that I am here asserting that the pay of the 
Navy is a “permanent” appropriation. It is not a permanent appro- 
priation technically, such as, for instance, the appropriation made 
for the payment of the interest on the national debt. That is made 
a “permanent” appropriation, in order to take the whole subject- 
matter out of the fluctuations that might arise from yearly discus- 
sion, That is a “permanent” set Sao The pay of the Navy 
is not such, and I do not claim that it is such. 

The statute of 1874, showing what were the previous and subse- 
quent interpretations in the Comptroller’s Office, where at last we have 
to go for interpretations of law affecting appropriations, makes the 
pay of the Navy a continuing fund; that I affirm and assert with 
confidence. I affirm and assert that the pay of the Navy has never 
been considered by the Secretary of the Navy or by any comptroller as 
any ing other than a continuing fund. 

am aware that in the letter of the present Secretary of the Navy, 
which I hold before me, in departing from the old practice and in 
taking up what I admit is a better practice, he refers to this as a 
question of doubt, and declines to act further upon it. But I am now 
referring to the law as I have read it, which in terms takes the pay 
of the Navy ont of the general provisions of the “Dawes” act for 
covering into the Treasury unexpended balances of appropriation, 
and puts it with other funds that do not go back into the Treasury. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] 
yield to the gentleman from Gearain, Mr. BLOUNT?) 

Mr. HALE. Iam bound to yield, if he wishes to again interrupt 


me. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not desire to interrupt the gentleman. 

Mr. CLYMER. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. HALE. var well. 

Mr. CLYMER. The gentleman refers to the act of 1869. 
jon HALE, It was an act passed during the session of 1869 and 

1U. 

Mr. CLYMER. Then, between 1869 or 1870 and 1874 it was clearly 
illegal for the Secretary of the Navy to use the fund after the time 

expired fixed by that act for covering it back into the Treasury. 

Mr. . From 1869 to 1874 the accounting officers of the De- 
partment acted upon the old construction that the pay of the Navy 
was a continuing fund. This act of 1874 was not in contravention of 
ra construction, but pay put into a clear and distinct form what 
had been the constant uninterrupted practice of the accounting 
officers. Itwas the same from 1869 to 1874, when the declaration was 
made in terms. 

Now, how does it happen that, starting on this basis, with the pay 
of the Navy a continuing fund from year to year, not to be turned 
into the Teny; deficiencies may accumulate from year to year? 
If gentlemen will read the whole of this document, No. 3, they will 
see how the present Secretary of the Navy has explained it. In brief 
it is this: For years it has been the practice at the beginning of each 
fiscal year—the paymasters being in every quarter of the globe—for 
those paymasters to have deposited with them or credited to them im- 
mense sums of money from the pay fund. I say immense, because 
sometimes in the beginning of the year mosey one half the pay appro- 
priation will be placed to the credit of the different paymasters who 
= hg the different squadrons upon the seas in every quarter of the 

0 
15 Now, as a matter of convenience these pa: have been 
allowed to pay out of this pay fund, from month to month and from 

ear to year, payments which did not legitimately come upon it. 

‘or instance, if a vessel needs repairs and $25,000 needs to ex- 
pended upon the vessel for that p if the paymaster has to his 
credit $100,000, he would expend that $25,000 for the repairs and 
charge it to his pay fund. If the equipment fund needed $10,000, or 
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if the Ordnance Bureau needs an expenditure, the paymaster would 
pay it out of the pay fund. If a pestilence broke out among the 
crew and medical stores were needed, the paymaster would pay for 
them out of that pay fund, and by so much would he reduce the fund. 
Now, when these accounts all come back, in settling in the 
, all of the different charges which have been paid out of 
the pay fund and applied to other sources are accredited back to 
that pay fund, and the appropriation for whose use they were taken 
is ch th so much of the amount as came from the pay fund 
and is obli to pay back that amount. But the truth been 
that until lately accounts have not been settled until the end of a 
long voy 


One of the monstrous innovations of the late Secretary of the Navy, 
that bad man about whom some of my friends can never seem to lash 
themselves into sufficient rage, has been that he has reduced the time 
of settlement, and instead of leaving it as formerly to be made once 
a voyage, he required it to be made once in three months. Now, if 
he had been an extravagant man or a corrupt man or desirous of 
squandering the pay of the Navy and misappropriating it, he cer- 
tainly would have preferred a three years’ lease of time e ee 
he could carry on this misappropriation, rather than to have thestern 
reckoning which the quarterly settlements would bring. 

It has so happened that when the accounts came back at the end 
of the three years’ cruise for settlement in the Treasury De ment, 
when they came to credit the pay fund with the money which was due 
from the other bureaus and which had been expended abroad for 
them by the paymaster, the appropriations for those bureaus had in 

many cases run out, their money was all gone, had been expended 
for steam- engineering, for building and fitting up the vessels, for 
recruiting, for equipment, for construction and repair, and there was 
no money to pay back to the pay fand that which had been taken 
out of it. So deficiencies came that could not be made up and have 
not been made up. 

Mr. PRICE. Tn the line of the gentleman’s argument let me ask 
whether it is not true, and whether it does not occur very frequently, 
that a vessel, for instance, comes into a Mediterranean port with a 
mast or some of the apes gone. and that vessel is repaired in that 
Mediterranean port. not the fens on that vessel draw his 
check or draft on the fund in Lon 
of the pay fund? 

Mr. E. That has been the practice generally followed for 
thirty years. 

Mr. PRICE. Always. 

Mr. HALE. Followed not only in the last Seeretary's administra- 
tion, not only in that of his predecessor, not only during the war, 
not only for ten years or twenty years before the war, but it has 
always been the practice. I cannot state the fact in better terms 
than to state it as a proposition which mgr itp’ who has looked 
into this question carefu 7 has found out, that for years the pay 
fund of the Navy of the United States has been made the pack-herse 
upon which everything has ridden; and when the reckoning day 
came, when the time came for paying back what has been used for 
every other bureau, it has been found time and again that the funds 
of those bureaus had all been expended, that there was not a dollar 
left, and so the pay fund had to suffer. Thus it happened all the 
time that the old es rt rey which had come over from the war 
were being lessened, were being drawn upon for the benefit of vari- 
ous bureaus or subdivisions of the Navy Department. 

Now, my friend from Georgia, [Mr. BLouNT,} upon another point 
connected with this matter, says it is singular that on estimates 
and appropriations so much smaller than what are at present sent in, 
the Navy has been able to run; and he wonders why it is that 
$6,500,000 was all that was estimated for during a republican House, 
but when a democratic House came in the estimates sprang up to 
$7,300,000 or $7,500,000. Why, Mr. Chairman, that is asubject which 
I think the gentleman must have gone over in his mind time and 
again. Has he forgotten that time and again there has been presented 
to his mind this consideration: that year vee year as the naval pay 
fund was woe depleted by payments to other bureaus which never 
could pay back—while in consequence of this the old balances of 
appropriations were being drawn upon, the time must come when 

ere would be noue of those balances left? 

The present Secretary of the Navy, in his analysis and investi 
tion of this fund, has discovered this and has referred to it in this 
letter. At last the 3 has been reached where all the old balances 
have been expended and used up; there is nothing of that kind left. 
Then there comes a House of Representatives that cutsdown the ap- 
propriations for the Navy Department away below even the estimates 
of the Secretary of the Navy, who before that had been able to get 
spoe with the amount appropriated and the old balances, notwith- 
standing the drafts made upon him. But when the old balances 
ceased he needed appropriations larger even than his previous esti- 
mates, and so he comes in and asks for 1876—77, $7,600,000; but he is 

iven only $5,700,000. For the year 1877~78 he asks for $7,300,000 and 

8 3 first $5,750,000 and afterward a deficiency appropriation of a 
million dollars, with a fund of $225,000 indefinite appropriation on 
furlough pay. This is why both estimates have gone up and why the 
deficiency is so large now. It is that the old balances are gone and 
that the last House during both sessions failed to make the appro- 
priations asked for. 


on and pay for those repairs out 


Now, I do not say that this practice of maven the pay fund (to use 
my figure again) the pack-horse upon which all other Carson shall 
be carried is a good one. I do not think it is. It is like many other 
things that have been ed as imperative. Some day or other 
there comes somebody who rakes up matter and finds a better 
way than the old way. I believe it is a good thing that the present 
Secretary of the Navy has looked this question squarely in the 
face; has declined, even at the expense of great ip to officers 
and men in the Navy, to go forward and apply the principles which 
are fairly applicable to a continuing fund, but has said “1 shut down 
here and now; I will not allow the pay fand to be encroached upon by 
other funds; and whenever I am brought toa square standstill, there 
I put my foot and make my statement to Congress, leuving the remedy 
there.“ That is what the present Secretary has done. I wish that 
the former Secretary, when he came in.in 1839, had looked at this 
matter in the same way, had adopted the same rule, although at 
that time he had the authority to which I have alluded, to use old 
appropriations, and was going on doing his best to pay off the officers 
ao apen of the Navy from year to year, as every predecessor of his 

one, l 

Now, Mr. Chairman, that is all there is of all this pother about this 
deficiency bill and this charge of bad conduct and extravagance as 
deserving renewed investigation inst the old Secretary of the 
Navy. He has gone out of office; he is a private citizen, with the 
same rights and the same merits that any man would have as a pri- 
vate citizen. There can be no motive in defending him upon this 
floor except the natural instinctive feeling that any man must have 
when an unprovoked assault is made upon an American citizen who 
has his rights and who cannot be heard here. I say to the gentleman 
from Georgia, I say to any member of this House, no matter who he 
may be, who is talking about the extra nod and bad conduct of 
the former Secretary of the Navy in on to this pay fund, that 
he can serutinize from cellar to garret every dollar of appropriation 
that has been given during the seyen years of the administration of 
the late Secretary for the pay of the Navy, and there cannot be found 
a single dollar of all the millions of money that passed through his 
hands that has been appropriated to any purpose outside of the main- 
tenance of the American Navy in a proper manner. 

I say there cannot be found in any year a dollar of diversion of any 
fund to any other purpose, excepting under the 1 or custom he 
inherited and which came down to him from both republican and 
democratic administrations. I have a list here showing where the 
$6,975,000 appropriated during the last year for uses of the pay of 
the Navy have gone, for every month of the year, from July, 1876, 
down to the end of his term of office, giving in detail, month by 
month, the disbursements or drafts in favor of disbursing oflicers. 
And, so far from there being any diversion of money to an improper 
purpose, every dollar of it been drawn npor for the disbursin 
officers, the pay officers who are nominated by the President an 
confirmed by the Senate. And in this case more than $700,000 have 
gone to the benefit, as in every year before, of other bureaus of the 
Navy Department. 

Now, if this is the case, Mr. Chairman, if these deficiencies arise in 
this way, if they come by inheritance, nee it may not be the best 
W. ray if the Secretary in carrying ont what he found his predecessors 
had adopted—in following the practice of his predecessors, has been 
honest and straightforward, as the figures on investigation of the 
records of the Fourth Auditors Office will demonstrate, I appeal to 
gentlemen here whether this is the place, now when we are called upon 
to pay a debt which everybody admits to be due whether this is the 
time and place for au attack upon him whether this is the place for 
charges upon him of gross misconduct and mism: eg 

Mr. GLOVER. Will the gentleman indulge me in one question? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GLOVER. I wish to ask the gentleman from Maine whether 
he considers the amount of money ordered by the Secretary of the 
Navy to be paid over to Jay Cooke & Co., London, through the hands 
of the paymaster there, was a proper disbursement of the public 
funds of the Navy—an amount of money for which there had to 
be * J believe, security npon his private estate? 

. HALE. That matter, Mr. Chairman, was all gone over by a 
committee specially appointed in the last Congress, The whole sub- 
ect-mattėr came before the House and the whole conduct of the 
ate Secretary of the Navy was investigated. It was transferred 
from e committees to the law committee of this House, 
which, upon deliberately considering the facts, taking into account 
every made against the late Secretary reported—I do not know 
what the technical form was, but it was in effect that they be dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of the subject. . 

I say in reference to all other matter, as well as in reference to 
those matters coming into this bill, every act of the Secretary of the 
Navy in raising money, in depositing money, in drawing drafts, was 
for the purpose of paying the officers and men to whom the money 
belonged, and any act of his in reference to taking security of prop- 
erty was only for the purpose of making the claim of the Govern- 
ment stronger; and in the end it was made stronger, and the Gov- 
ernment received dollar for dollar. . Whether it has been all wound 
up and the last dollar paid I do not know; but the last time I had 
occasion to look into the matter to which the gentleman from Mis- 
souri has referred, the security taken by tho Secretary of the Navy 
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had resulted, not in loss to the Government, but in e rs for 
dollar. I do not know that anybody claims that this affair, about 
which concern was had in the last Con resulted in the loss 
to the Government of a single dollar, or that the Government will 
lose out of the transaction a single dollar. 

The gentleman from Georgia has complained that when the House 
made small appropriations it had the right to expect the Navy would 
be reduced. 12 that was not the languag» that was the idea. The 

ntleman must consider that the failure to appropriate money here 
foes not cut down the naval establishment any more than such fail- 
ure cuts down the Army establishment. The naval establishment 
is a creation of the whole Government—of the laws and the Consti- 
tution under which we live. It is an establishment that is provided 
for by the statutes. Every man in that establishment, be he admiral, 
commodore, captain, or ensign, or private, or swabber u the deck, 
every man who is employed and has a right to be employed under the 
law, has the right to his money. He has the same right to his pay 
as the man who works for a farmer in the western fields, or the me- 
chanic in the work-sbops of New England and Pennsylvania. A 
failure of this or both Houses to appropriate for either of those 
lar establishments does not, Mr. Chairman, reduce them one iota. 

In order to reduce, it isnecessary for the appropriate committee to 
report a bill, and I take it from the indications in the House it will 
not be long before some bill oe the Navy—some bill cuttin 
down both branches of the service por them largely, wi 
be pushed through. If such bills are approved, then any 
one outside of that reduction cannot claim a dollar. 

I dissent here and now from the proposition that because Congress 
fails to appropriate for the Army or the Navy, therefore the number 
of the officers and men shall be reduced. No head of a Department 
under such circumstances would have any more right to turn out an 
officer of the Army duly appointed and commissioned, or of the Navy, 
than any naval or Army officer would have with a file of soldiers to 
come in here and take the gentleman from Georgia from his seat and 
take him out of the House. 

There is a vested right that those men have, all of them, privates 
and officers, to every dollar that the law declares they shall haye; 
and niggardly appropriations, neither in the Army nor in the Navy, 
3 force one single man; and we may as well understand 
that now as be troubling ourselves with those considerations fur- 
ther. Until the Army is reduced and the Navy reduced by act of 
Congress duly consented to and passed, the administrators of both 
those branches of the service must keep up their respective establish- 
monts, and cannot turn out a single officer either in the Army or the 
Navy. Pretty much all the expenses comes from theofficers. This re- 
duction of a few men that has been referred to by the gentleman from 

ia—this reduction of a thousand men—makes very little differ- 
ence in the amount in the main that is to be appropriated. The reduc- 
tion must come from the dismantling of the establishment of officers, 
from a change in the form and number of regiments in the Army, and 
a reduction or abolition of grades and commands in the Navy. 

Mr. CLYMER. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question f 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. CLYMER. Do we not stop construction by failing to make 


ned Sree ? 
Mr. HALE. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. CLYMER. Then, Congress having failed to-make appropria- 
tions for construction, if constructors wish to go on and make extrava- 
gant outlays,should these be made by the Secretary of the Navy 
without warrant of law? 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; and they have not been made. 

Mr. CLYMER. It has been proved that they have been made. 

Mr. HALE. Iam glad to have the eS of saying, in con- 
sequence of what has been stated by gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania—although not apropos to the discussion, it has been a good 
deal in the newspapers since last spring—he will not find that naval 
contracters who have gone on and spent money on naval vessels 
outside of the appropriations have had any warrant, either from the 
Secretary or from the Attorney-General, except to go at their own 
risk and depend entirely upon whether or not Congress sanc- 
tion their act and pay their bill. He will find that they were in fact 
notified that they must depend entirely on Co: and that they 
had no authority to make those See: In due time I will 
read to the eman and show to him the authorit; qn by the 
Secretary of the Navy, backed up by the opinion of the Attorney- 
General, in which both of those officers kept themselves strictly 
within the law, and the contractors to-day are at the mercy of Con- 
gress and have no other remedy. So much for that. en the 
proper time comes it will be more fully explained than I have ex- 
plained it now. 

Mr. CLYMER. We will see. 

Mr. HALE. I now yield to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. DAN- 
FORD. 

Mr. banrorp. Mr. Chairman, I shall detain the committee but 
a moment. We have a deficiency bill from the Navy Department 
amounting to a little more than $2,000,000, the greater portion of it 
arising from a 9 the pay fund of the Navy. 

The gentleman from rgia [Mr. BLOUNT} who reports this bill to 
the House is disposed to charge this deficiency to a misapplication of 
funds on the part of the late Secretary of the Navy. The present 


Secretary, who has had this matter under consideration evidently for- 
months—it was one of the matters that he met certainly very early 
in his administration of the Navy—is 9 to attribute this defi- 
ciency to other reasons. I desire to again a very short extract 
ere letter of the Secretary, accompanying the message of the 
President: 


mates propriatio; 
tion. 88 it is not e 


and has been occasioned both by insufficient aud insufficient rin- 
tions, the latter having been for eight out of the last nine years ly less 
than the estimates. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I am disposed to think that the Secretary, 
after having given his consideration to the deficiency in his Depart- 
ment, is right. We know the fact to be that the accounts of the 
Navy Department are kept in one of the bureaus of the Treasury: in 
the Fourth Auditors Office. In fact the Secretary, in this very letter, 
calls attention to this. He says: 

The prens of the Navy, on file in the office of the Fourth Auditor, show that 
there is now due. for the aforesaid last quarter of the last year, the sum of 
$1,446,688.16, for which it is necessary to ask an appropriation by Congress. 

Now, take the proposition of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
BLOUNT,] that this 3 is occasioned by a transfer of funds 
appropriated for pay of the Navy to construction and repairs. How 
is that a possibility ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me here to address to 
him an inquiry? 

Mr. DANFORD. Certainly. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I think the gentloman does me injustice. I did 
not say this fund was diverted for construction and repairs. 

Mr. DANFORD. Certainly not. The gentleman did not say this 
fund was diverted to construction and repairs; but the inference from 
his speech to the committee was that there had been a diversion from 
pay to other funds. Now how is this possible? There is appropriated 

y Congress from time to time for construction and repairs, for steam- 
engineering, and for other purposes in the Navy a fixed and definite 
sum for each year. These accounts are kept in the Fourth Auditor’s 
Office, and it is impossible for any bureau of the Navy Department to 
go to the extent of a single dollar boyana the appropriations made 
specially for the bureau in any particular year. Itis not possible for 
the accounts to be settled in the Fourth Auditor's Office in such a man- 
ner as to take permanently from the pay of the Navy and apply to 
any other bureau a single dollar, except by a corrupt collusion be- 
tween the officers of the Navy and that bureau. Let the investiga- 
tion be made again. Let it be made thoronghly and fully. And 
undoubtedly a committee of this House will be enabled by an inves- 
tigation of the accounts kept in that office—the Fourth Auditor’s— 
to determine whether any such thing has happened as is intimated 
upon this floor. As has been said the calculation is one of dollars and 
cents as to the amount required year by year for the pay of the Navy. 

Mr. EDEN. Will the gentleman from Ohio inform the committee 
3 was = amount required for the pay of the Navy for the last 

year 

Mr. DANFORD. I have not the estimate made for the last session 
of the Forty-fourth Congress, but I have the estimate made for the 
first session. 

Mr. EDEN. Iam not asking for the estimates. Iam asking from 
the gentleman’s own fi if he can tell the amount required for 
this purpose during the last fiscal year. 

Mr. DANFORD. I can only tell from the estimates submitted by 
the Department. I remember very well that at the first session of 
the Forty-fourth Con the estimate was between $7,200,000 and 
$7,300,000. I son a also that the House arbitrarily cut the fig- 
ures down to 85,700,000. That is my recollection, and, in my judg- 
ment, this matter is susceptible of demonstration. If these fraudu- 
lent practices have been going on for a series of years, it is a matter 
susceptible of demonstration by a committee of the House. If there 
has been any diversion of funds or any improper use of a single dol- 
lar appropriated to pay the Navy, that matter can be shown. i 

I would only remark further that this was a subject of meglen 
tion by the Committee on Naval Affairs in the last Congress; that 
ter had before them witnesses from the Fourth Auditor's Office, 
took their testimony, and it is a matter of record. We made volumes 
upon that investigation and the committee were unable to discover 
any such fraudulent trans‘er of funds as has been charged here 
to-day. Let there be another committee appointed, as suggested by 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. GoopE,] and let them try their 


skill in this matter of investigation. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BLOUNT. Has the time of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
P The CHAIRMAN 

The C The Chair would state that the time allotted 
for debate has not yet expired. £ 


Mr. HALE. How much time have I left? 

The CHAIRMAN. Eight minutes. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will the gentleman yield the balance 
of his time to me, although if there is any gen upon the other 
rae of the House who desires to occupy the time I do not wish him 

0 80. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state for the information of 
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the gentleman that there are eight minntes left of the time of the 
gentleman from Maine, and then fifteen minutes of the time of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [ Mr. 3 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] 
wishes the eight minutes remaining of my time, and if the gentle- 
man from Georgia will to yield a portion of his time to the 
gentleman from New York, I shall be gl 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Very well. 

Mr. HALE. i yield now to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. ret 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairman, it is greatly to the credit of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy that all parties and all interests concur in the in- 
tegrity and wisdom which is manifested in the administration of his 
Department. The lan Ə which he has used in his report shows 
that he is sound in judgment and exceptionally clear and compre- 
hensive in his methods and that he is not likely to enter upon exten- 
sive business affairs where there has been no money appropriated for 
them. But I venture to say that, in my opinion at least, however 
correct it may be, as no doubt it is in principle, he will very soon 
suspend the operations of the Navy Department in many important 
matters if he adheres to that resolution. In saying this I do not in- 
tend to question in the slightest degree the ex ency and justice 
of the rule by which the retary is now and has been governed 
since he assumed the duties of his office. Heartily I concur with all 
those who have spoken so eloquently in his praise.” It would be well 
for us and for the country if the administration of all Departments 
of the Government were governed by it. But there must be a radical 
change in the methods and processes of legislation before that reform 
can be accomplished. It is here, in the House, that we must look, in 
some measure, for the origin of the evils of which we complain with 
justice, and the means of correcting them. 

The system upon which the House is accustomed to do its business 
makes it impossible that any Department of the Government could 
be administered for a series of years without entrenching upon the 
rule which the honorable Secretary has laid down for the govern- 
ment of his Department. Take, for example, what he says himself on 
the second page of his report of October 9, in relation to the appro- 
priations made by the last Congress for last year’s service. 

Having adopted the rule thus indicated— 


He says— 
I found it ne to omit to pay the officers and men of the Navy for the last 
quarter of the last lyear. As the a Ape ager! e by Congress were in- 
sufficient for that p it was impossible to make the payments withont draw- 


ing upon the appropriations for the present fiscal year in advance of the time when 
by law they were subject to expenditure. 

The cause of this failure of the appropriation of money “to pay the 
men and officers of the Navy” arose ourmannerof doing business, 
The Committee on Naval irs is coeval in its creation with that 
of Military Affairs and Foreign Affairs. It was authorized and ap- 
pointed as soon as the i nt functions of government were rec- 
ognized as factors in tho business of legislation and administration. 
It has a jurisdiction upon “all matters which concern the naval 
establishment” and the laws upon which the Department is founded. 
It was the Naval Committee that among other things determined 
the number of officers and men n to the service, the salaries 
to be paid them, the expenditures that may from time to time be 
rightfully incurred, and these regulations were incorporated into the 
public law. Originally, the committee reported the appropriations 
necessary for these purposes; these principles were recognized as stat- 
ute laws; the committee ceased to report appropriations of money, 
and the proper yan, er for the naval service were embraced in the 
naval 9 ee ills. What the law directed to be paid was 

ecified in the appropriation bill, and nothing else was included. 

a change of law was thought advisable, that matter was com- 
mitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs. Now, however, the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations takes into its own charge matters both of 
expenditure and legislation. It administers the law and makes new 
laws in the same bill. 

It may not have considered, as the Committee on Naval Affairs 
perhaps has done, or would have done, the necessities of the case: 
any system of re-organization or amendment of existing laws that 
might be needed. It has not time for that. All the appropriations 
of the Government are in the hands and under the control of this 
one Committee on Appropriations. They are therefore only able to 
make a cursory examination, and cannot take, in their hurried investi- 
gations, a thorough and complete survey of the questions submitted 
to them in their varied aspects. It says, in the case before us, We 
do not think so much money is needed for the service of the Depart- 
ment as the laws authorize and the estimates call for, and we will 
cut them down. That was not merely tho practice of the last Con- 
gus; it has been the practice for the last ten or twelve years. 

ach session we have seen this committee, upon a mere caprice, an 
arbi resolution of its own, without any very careful reference to 
the condition of affairs or of the necessities of the Government, or 
whether the amount they proposed to appropriate was sufficient or 
not, cut down the estimates of appropriation 10, 20, or 30 per cent. 

An election may be pending and there may be excitement among 
the people about the extent of the expenditures of the Government, 
and to meet that condition of things the Committee on Appropriations 
cut down the appropriations 20 or 30 per cent., and their recommen- 

* 


dations are sustained by the Committee of the Whole and by the 
House, The laws are made upon the recommendation. of one com- 
mittee and the appropriations are made by another; withont careful 
adhesion to the letter of the law, the laws and the appropriations 
under the law must bein conflict with each other, as in this case. 
The laws specify the exact sums to be paid to officers and men, The 
appropriat on provides that a different and less sum may be paid to 
t ; and the law and appropriation are both inoperative. And 
when any Department of the Government is administered under laws 
made by one power and under appropriations made by another, the 
Department must suspend its operations or there must be a deficiency. 

ell, sir, the Departments of the Government cannot stop, The 
Government may suspend some part of its functions, perbaps; but 
there are other functions that cannot be suspended. It must move 
on. Ina period of there may be a condition of affairs under 
which it will be compelled to move on. In time of war it must 
always go on. It must make such preparation for defense and for 
meeting the enemy as may be necessary, law or no law, appropriation 
or no appropriation. The public safety is the highest law. There- 
fore there is, and in such cases there must be, a deticiency, and under 
such a method of legislation as I have described there always will 
be deficiencies, as there has been every year for the last twenty 


years. 

The Committee on Appropriations takes into consideration all the 
expenditures of every Department of the Government, very property 
I have no doubt, and exercises that power very wisely. But the effect 
of that method will be, and must be, that from time to time, under 
the influences of which I have spoken and with appropriations dimin- 
ished without a due consideration of the law or of the necessities of 
the Government, deficiencies will be caused by those diminished 
appropriations every year. . 

The proper way to avoid this would be to restrict the Committee 
on Appropriations to that duty which until very lately the rules 
of the House confided to them; that is, the appropriations of mone: 
authorized and required by the public statutes of the land for the 
service of the Government, which admit of no debate and which the 
committee would have no right to change. Then deficiencies would 
cease. If the Committee on Appropriations were limited to that duty 
and the other standing committees of the House were authorized to 
consider what changes were from time to time for the re-or- 

ization of the De ents or the improvement of the public serv- 

ce, what salaries should be paid, what expenditures ine 

when it was necessary to change the appropriations in accordance 
with the change of laws which they recommend, then the whole thing 
would be brought within the control of the House, and if there were 
a deficiency there would be somebody to blame for it. But, as at pres- 
ent conducted, no Department of the Government can be administered 
for any considerable period of time without either creating deficien- 
cies of appropriations or the neglect of some interest and the suspen- 
sion of some important function of the Government. 

Take the case suggested by the honorable gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. GLOVER] in regard to the action of the late Secretary of the 
Navy concerning the supply of money to maintain the public credit 
and meet the legitimate demands upon the Government in foreign 
countries which had not been appropriated by Congress according to 
the terms of the law. This seems to present a strong case of mal- 
feasance in office. It looks indeed like an offense against the laws, 
justifying inquiry, and perhaps censure, And it has been many times 
investigated. If I recollect aright, in that case the Secretary of the 
Navy acted under the orders of the President and with the concur- 
rence of the Secre of the Treasury. The President is supposed 
to know what is required to protect, to maintain the interests of the 
Government, and is in some measure responsible to Congress for what 
is done by himself eats his e ee, = Secretary fo tho Treas- 
ury is supposed to understand pretty well what is ui n regard 
to the financial interests of the Government. The President, with 
the concurrence of the Secretary of the Treasury, ordered the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to do a certain act for which it is now attempted to 
hold him to an exclusive and sole responsibility. 

According to the theory of our Government as it was originally 
administered, the heads of the Departments were not absolutely re- 
sponsible to © certainly not when they acted under the orders 
of the President of the United States. Until a very recent date the head 
of an Executive Department was never called upon to furnish informa- 
tion to Congress. The call was always made upon the President, 
upon the theory that the Cabinet officers were responsible to him, 
and the President to Congress. There was an exception mado with re- 

rd to the Secretary of the Treasury in some cases. If end se apt 

isobeys a law or commits a crime, of course he is responsible an 
may be removed and punished as other officers are. But if within 
the line of his duty, as in this case, the President of the United States 
orders the Secretary of the Navy to perform a certain act, he can 
hardly be held responsible to Congress and punished for the perfor- 
mance of that act as if he were a criminal. 

This is what I desired to say: that the large jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Appropriations, of which I do not com plain, takes from 
the ordinary committees of the House many of the duties and much 
of tlie jurisdiction belonging to them, and which if we are to have a 
good government must be exercised by them. 

The consequence is, that from the conflict between two committees 
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upon the same subject there have been deficiencies, there will be 
deficiencies, and there never can be an administration of the Gov- 
ernment without deficiencies, unless some function or some depart- 
ment of the Government shall suspend the performance of its duties. 
But, as with other gentlemen, I commend ily the Secretary of 
the Navy for his most commendable efforts to reform these abuses, 
and wish him abundant success with all the eredit that may belong 
to him for so great an improvement in the public service. 

[Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. BLOUNT. How much time have I left? 

The CHAIRMAN. Fifteen minutes. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I am somewhat surprised at the style adopted by 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr HALE] in reviewing my presentation 
of this bill to the House. The RECORD will show that the statements 
made by the gentleman for the purpose of refuting my argument 
were not true. I will not say that lie purposely stated that which 
was not true; but he certainly made statements which were very 
unjust. Bnt for this I would not again have asked the attention of 
this committee. 

The gentleman may understand that my method of conducting a 
bill in this Honse, or of conducting a discussion, is not based upon 
any study of him or his manner. I prefer to conduct it in my own 
way, and I certainly shall conform to my own judgment. Ido not 
wonder that the gentleman should have taken umbrage—should 
have lost his amiability. His answer to the positions taken by me is 
incomplete. He has avoided those positions by raising new issues 
and addressing himself to them. 

For instance, the ee referred to the letter of the Secretary 
of the Navy, and in his courteous manner and with his high sense of the 
proprieti of debate, he intimated that I had not read it, although I 

ad read from it the very 8 which he himself shortly after- 
ward proceeded to read. The difference between the gentleman and 
myself, so far as that report is concerned, lies in this fact: I state 
that so far as my knowledge of the present Secretary is concerned he 
has my respect, and he has it for the reason that he repudiates the 
very practices which the gentleman has been defending, and the 
inference is that he is going back to legal methods in administering 
the by plana of the Navy. The gentleman cannot so under- 
stand it. 

As to any purpose of reflecting upon the present Secretary of the 
Navy, I am as free from it as 15 the gentleman himself. I am not 
capable, as the gentleman seems to be, of sanctioning both adminis- 
trations of the Navy nt, however antagonistic—of sanction- 
ing anything that may happen to be done by hig own party—nor am 
I prepared to adopt as absulute verity the statements even of the 
preot Secretary of the Navy. The statements I have made have 

based upon authority: upon the statement of expenditures made 
up at the Treasury Department and authorized by law. 

Gentlemen have sought to get away from the position I have taken 
in saying that the pay fund of the Navy has been misappropriated 
by taking thea priation for one year and using it for another 
year, by going into an explanation of an entirely different matter. 
They say that tho Navy pay fund, or a large portion of it, is deposited 
abroad, and is drawn upon for various 5 of the Navy abroad, 
for equipment, for recruiting, and for er expenses, but that it 
comes back again and the accounts are re-adjusted to the pay of the 


Navy. 

I cas made no objection to that; but the remark which I did make 
and which gentlemen have evaded by adopting this method of meeting 
it is that the appropriations under the head of “Pay of the Navy 
made for a particular year have in violation of law been used for 
several different years. And the explanation that the gentleman has 
made does not reach the point. 

As to the law, the gentleman from Maine says that some time in 
1869 a certain law was passed which he states by way of construc- 
tion, but which he does not read. Ihave read this law to the House; 
and I submit to the Honse and the country whether or not the con- 
struction I have placed upon it is not the necessary and inevitable 
construction. I know outside of this report that it is the construc- 
tion of the present Secretary of the Navy, whose method of admin- 
exer is not new save as it is a method of conforming to law; that 


But the gentleman’s answer to me as to the construction of these 
statutes he does not make himself; he goes to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, and tells what that officer thinks about it. Is this Con- 
‘gress supinely tosit here and take the construction of the Comptroller 
of the Treasury upon the laws that it has made for the purpose of 
* the Departments and preventing constructions that were 
wrong 

The 83 intimates that I have been illiberal in referring to 
the ex- S tary of the Navy who has passed out of office; that it is 
illiberal to review the conduct of that gentleman, who is now a pri- 
vate American citizen. Sir, I take it that that 5 will be 
peel baie ay nobedy. Here has been a misuse of the public money, 
as I have clearly shown, and arising from it we have these deficien- 
cies. The 2 is clamoring to know something of this method of 
administration. am not the only person inside or outside of this 


Hall who is illiberal cnough to want to know why the former Secre- 
tary of the Navy has been using the public money improperly. 


hope every person 


But, sir, the gentleman went on to say—and 


in this House understood him distinctly—that he would venture to 
assure my friend and colleague on the committee, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CLYMER,] that while there had been repairs 
upon vessels, while there had been various expenditures in the sev- 
eral bureaus of the service, he would guarantee that the Secretary of 
the Navy had told the parties, “I cannot authorize it; if you go on 
and do the work you must do it at your own risk and rely upon 
Congress to pay you.” This is the dodge with which we are met to- 
day. The Congress of the United States has tried to hold down these 
expenditures, and we have gone on in this winking and blinking 
way between the Secretary of the Navy and the contractors; an 
this is his vindication before the American people. 

Again, sir, let me mention one fact which occurred last winter in 
regard to the item of clothing for the Navy Department, a fact which 
jastifies me in some little suspicion as to the way things were man- 
aged. 1 went to the Bureau of Clothing, for which an appropriation 
had been asked. I saw the officer in charge of that bureau who had 
just returned from Euro I asked him as to the need for clothing 
for the bureau. He produced his clothing bill, and said to me, “Sir, 
I have clothing enough under nearly every item of clothing for three 
years tocome.” But while he was saying this aclerk stepped up 
and said to him, “ You had better not say that to Mr. BLOUNT, for we 
owe $80,000 for clothing in New York.” They had gone on and con- 
tracted for clothing when they had then enough for nearly three 
years. The Department did not get that appropriation; and the 

resent Secretary of the Navy tells me that he does not need a dollar 
5 8 ae Ne: eb 
ow, sir, if it is improper when the people’s money is being con- 
sumed in this manner to talk about the ac ee of the Navy and 
to refer to the maladministration of the Governmeut—if it is in vio- 
lation of taste for me to do this, then I am guilty; but I will 
not permit the gentleman from Maine to try me. These things go 
before the American ple. In the midst of the distress of this 
land, in the midst of the paralysis of business and the ery of labor 
for relief, I for one see no remedy except in reducing expenditures and 
reforming legislation. I fot one shall resort to this method rather than 
ping over bayonets with distrust at the men who make up the 
ne — sinew of this land and are the basis of its industries and 
w 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by clauses, for amend- 

ment; and it was read through. 


Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the committee rise and report the bill 
to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resnmed 
thechair, Mr. BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had under consideration the Union generally, 
and particularly the bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain de- 
ficiencies in the pay of the ki ana the pay of the Marine Corps, 
and for other purposes; an directed him to report the same 
without amendment, and with a recommendation that it pass, 

Mr. BLOUNT demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en 1 
and read a third time; and being engrossed it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. I 

Mr. BLOUNT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
penod; and also moved that the motion to reconsidèr be laid on thè 
ta 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


OFFICE ROOMS. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimons consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitti 


ting papers relating to office 
rooms required for the State, War, and Nav mars aud Public 


Buildings and Grounds, in compliance with law of March 3, 1877; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


ANNAPOLIS AND ELKRIDGE RAILROAD CLAIM. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting papers in the case 
of the claim of the Annapolis and Elkridge Railroad Company against 
the United States for its occupation by the military authorities in 
1861; which were referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 

Mr. EWING. I call for the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER, The regular order of business is the consideration 
of the bill, (H. R. No. 805,) reported by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
EwIxG] from the Committee on Banking and Currency, to repeal the 
third section of the act entitled “An act to provide for the resump- 


tion of specie ents.” 
Mr. EDEN. 


ym: 
r. Task the gentleman to yield to me to offer an amend- 

ment. 

Mr. EWING. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. EDEN. I propose the following amendment as a substitute 
for the bill: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and in lieu thereof insert the following: 

That section 3 of the act entitled An act = eee. for the resumption of 


© payment,” approved January 14, 1875, be, the same is hereby, repealed ; 
— of this act there shall be no 6 tho 
except to replace such as may 
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be worn out, mutilated, or and all provisions of law inconsistent with 
„CTC 


Mr. CHITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, I send to the Clerk’s desk a me- 
morial of the Board of Trade and an amendment in the form of a sub- 
stitute, which I ask may be read and printed in connection with my 
remarks. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

MEMORIAL. 


The memorial of the National- Board of Trade to the honorable the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled. 


The undersigned leave respectfully to represent unto your honorable bodies 
that the National — of Trade, at ils late annual meeting, having under its 
consideration the I. of the resumption of specio paymen the Govern- 

the United States, ted the * 


4 per cent. interest 
0,000,000 per month, 


lbe nio with coin.“ 
y submitted, by order on behalf of the national board of trade. 
FREDERICK FRALEY, _ 
President, Philadelphia. 


Mr. CHITTENDEN. Now let the Clerk read the amendment I pro- 
Pose as a substitute for the pending bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and in lieu thereof insert the folloning: 
Whereas beers arya notes of the United States, when first issued, were, by 
® provision of the act authorizing them, fundablo at the option of holders into 
bonds of the United States bearing 5781 cent. annual interest; 

And whereas but for auch * ion for funding neither the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury nor either House of Congress would have consented to their issue ; 

And whereas thé oxigencies of a prolonged civil war led to tho temporary with- 
drawal of the said funding provision of re act; 
J!. (v0 

act ‘anuary * em 
ps of its legal-tender notes on and after the Ist dar of January, 1879 ; z 

And whereas the United States must, like all debtors, public or private, 
provide for and pay all its honest obligations to the extent of its means and resources, 
or be discredited and dishonored: Therefore, 


A Congress assembled, 
hereby, authorized to withdraw, as soon as the necessary prepara’ 
-tender notes of the United States, payne a ted 

thereof, and issue therefor, dollar for dollar of face- con or registe 
bonds of the United States in the spirit of the original legal. er act: Provided, 
That the bonds authorized by this act shall be payable in gold at the expiration of 
seat 5 years from the Ist day of January, 1877, and bear interest at the rate of 4 per 
cen yable quarterly in geld. 

authorized by this act shall be available for deposit in the 

purposes under the various provisions 


by the holders 
red 


ibe. 
pec. 4. That all laws inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, I am constrained to ask the 
protection of the Chair against all interruptions. 

.. Unless I am ere mistaken, the bill we are considering means 
downright repudiation; just that. I hold in my hand the promise 
of my Government to pay me$l0. The date of payment is fixed b 
law upon the statute-book, The Government must keep faith wit 
me; failing in that, it becomes the leader of all defaulters and ro- 
pudiators, including towns, cities, and States. The point of honoris 
central and vital in this discussion. But, before coming to that, I 
have to brush away some strange mistakes made by the gentleman 
from Kansas in opaning the debate. 

First, I regret that the gentleman misunderstood my opinion of the 
resumption act. I concede that some additional legislation is nec- 
Ser to make the act finally effective; but the absence of such 
legislation does not in the slightest degree weaken the sacred force 
of the obligation as it stands upon the statue-book; on the contrary 
it re-enforces tbat obligation, leaying Government absolutely without 
excuse. 

In the second place, I am sorry that the gentleman from Kansas 
was green enongh to take into his confidences that monster of infla- 
tion, whe told him that there were four hundred thousand street pau- 
pers in the metropolis. The history of all 2 pone? Golan on 
earth will be searched in vain for the equal of that fellow. 

Finally, I deeply regret that after all his patient and profound 
study of finance gentleman seems to have discovered that the 
co! ial distress and shrinkage of values under which the country 
groans have been brought about by enforced contraction of the cur- 
rency under the resumption act of 1875. I beg leave to say to the 

ntleman from Kansas, and to all unfortunates who roam over the 

ighways and Le Base of the nation, preaching his doctrines to the 
great i of honest people, that the resumption act is no more 
responsible for the present sufferings of New York and Kansas than 
it is = the frozen feet of the Turks in the Shipka Pass; not a bit 
more 

It is high time for members of Congress and all men of sense to 
drop and renounce forever all such nonsense. We have records which 
no man’s ingenuity or audacity can change which enforce and estab- 
lish ‘our position. 

As late as the 20th of October last, or about three weeks ago, thoro 


were more greenbacks in use than at any time from 1868 to 1873; 
more than when we were building ten thousand miles of railroads per 
annum and otherwise living and scheming as if all the reserved 
resources of this continent could be developed for the aggrandize- 
ment of our generation. 

We have to-day in use only about a million and a half less than we 
had when we constructed those sham fortunes which crazed the 
whole nation prior to the explosion in 1873. 

No man outside of jail will deny these statements of fact. 

Now place along-side the foregoing facts the following: For about 
eight years prior to 1873, the brain power, labor power, and money 
power of the country, joined by the land-giving -power of Congress, 
were to an uncommon extent devoted to railroad industries. It 
amounted to a railroad mania. These industries suddenly collapsed. 
The capital invested was lost. A very large proportion of the labor of 
the country was displaced. It was violently switched off its track 
and plunged into a deep pit of enforced idleness and waiting. There 
it has remained; there it is now. Of course the power of the people 
to consume and pay for the products of labor is immensely erippled. 
Enterprise is dead. Incomes have disap . Wages are reduced. 
The volume of business is diminished. ces have fallen. We have 
sharp contraction on all sides, and in all things, by the force of laws 
as immutable as the law of gravitation, the greenback currency only 
excepted! It has required just four years to get rid of the new emis- 
sion of twenty-six millions issued after the crash of 1873 by a freak 
of legislation which history has already located in a lunatic asylam. 

Take three men, where you find them, who have for a long time en- 
joyed and shared a daily ration of a dozen bottles of good brandy. 

ake away one man continue the same ration, and what will be- 
come of the other two men if compelled to drink half a dozen bottles 
apiece daily? 

The answer to that question will throw vivid light upon the exist- 
ing currency illusion, and the argument is not impaired by the fact 
that the two victims clamor wildly for another ration ! 

Nobody ever can compute the cost of the fatal issue of twenty-six 
millions of greenbacks in 1873 to which I have just referred. The 
most serious and distressing disappointments and disasters of the last 
three years are directly traceable to that act of lunacy, and the end 


of | is not yet! 


But, says the gentleman from the West, the banks have contracted 
their currency! Why not? Government has no more right to say 
how many notes the k shall circulate than it has to enact how 
many acres a farmer shall cultivate. The banks are equally free to 
expand and are now expanding their currency. The national-bank 
act admits of such expansion to the full amount of the bonded debt : 
say $2,000;000,000. Expansion is profit, contraction is loss. Is it not 
ro fai 8 certain that under such a system there will be all the cur- 
rency out that can be used honestly and properly? : 

But the gentleman shouts again he can get no money in the West! 
They are mistaken. I know how it is myself, for I have been there. 

You have money instantly at command for everything you raise 
which the world wants. 

You and I both want money to resurrect our old and wild invest- 
ments which we do not deserve to get and never can borrow on lands 
and improvements which have cost us four or five times their value. 

Let me explain what I mean, so that it may be clearly understood 
by every man from the North or South, East or West, who will take 
the trouble to give me a moment’s attention. 

All Congressmen of our time have heard of Du Luth. 

I know a man who belongs to the class frequently denounced in 
these Halls with fluent and ignorant rhetoric as “ bondholders,” who 
was foolish enough, soon after the eloquent gentleman from Ken- 
tucky made himself and Du Luth famous forevermore, to send out 
there and buy a corner lot, on a portion of which he built a house 
for homes and business purposes. 

The total expenditure in cash eight years ago was $10,000, leaving 
a slice of land unimproved. 

The property has cost its owner, including interest and taxes and 
eee income to the present time, more than $15,000. He is will- 
ing to sell it all for $2,500. The dreadful banks will not loan a cent on 
it. Why should they? And yet there is plenty of money in Du Luth 
to-day to buy every horse, bushel of wheat, and prairie chicken 
brought to market. 

This case, Mr. Speaker, truthfully su the real trouble we have 
to deal with. There are thousands just like it in the city and State 
of New York. No shouting of demagogues, no paper money device is 

ual to the exigency upon us. It is cruel mockery and damnable 
wickedness to hide the truth any longer from the people. It is a 
crime against the omnipotent forces of nature, which with boundless 
rege invite the nation to patient industry, uprightness, and 

al living, for us to try to conceal our scars or cure our as 
with a garment of irredeemable paper money, or with silver dollars 
worth but ninety-two cents a piece! That was the price on Monday 
week ; they are two cents cheaper to-day. 

In the case I have cited, the sufferer bought no more than he could 
pay for. He simply threw to the winds his own in ridiculous wild 
venture. If he had bought more and mo: the whole to some 
luckless bank, he himself would have been in the poor-house to-day 
and not here. 

My one practical observation is, that the limitation of our paper 
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currency should be, and will be in the end, left to adjust itself under 
a free banking system, guided by the eager, intelligent, and aggress- 
ive enterprise of our people. 

There is but one alternative, namely: An exclusive. greenback cur- 
reney, subject at all times to the caprice of Con 

If any one asks me what that policy will lead to, I refer them sor- 
rowfully to the startling vote given here on Monday for the silver bill. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I come closer to the bill before the House. 
I make no reflections. I concede that its authors are my peers ; but I 
denounce their work as hurtful, discreditable, and without excuse. 
The issue presented admits of no compromise. There is no way to 
average honesty with dishonesty. There is no neutral grouñd between 
right and wrong. The popular notion that it is the duty of law-mak 

ers to do the best they can with questions which divide the public 
judgment, does not apply here. 

It is apparent to the whole country and to the civilized commerce 
‘of mankind, since the votes of Monday. November 4, that an irre- 
deemable-paper- money delusion has done its perfect work in the minds 

and purposes of a large majority of the popular branch of our National 

Legislature, and that it remains for the people to arouse themselves 
to know the truth and save their priceless heritage from a bondage 
only less terrible than human slavery itself. 

I lay it down, Mr. Speaker, as a proposition firmly rooted in the 
-deepest convictions of every thonghtful and upright citizen, that the 
‘national integrity shall not be sacrificed, and I declare to you, to my 

constituents, and to the people of the whole country, that there never 
has been a day in American history since the days of colonial depend- 
ence when our national honor and welfare were so imperiled as now. 
Say not that this is an extravagant and heated statement. What 
have we witnessed? What did this House of Representatives do on 
Monday, November 4? It a currency bill, which involves the 
one we are now considering, without a syllable of debate, which, if 
enacted into law, is estimated to take twenty millions, more or less, 
from the hard earnings of the depositors in sayings banks alone in 
the State of New York, and which will otherwise, in the event sup- 
posed, result in disasters and loss to every State in the Union which 
no man can measure or estimate. Let me say here that I have reason 
-to think that at least half a million of men in the Empire State are 
pre ü to send their protest to Congress against the silver abomi- 
nation, in the name of common honesty. 

Why this frantic haste? There was never such a proceeding here 
before, involving so much. I am assured by those who served here, 
when the gentlemen who now rule the House and the country were 
on the other side of the Potomac with their guns, that no such hur- 
‘ried proceedings were tolerated. What is the meaning of it ? 

It has been intimated that the silver and anti-resumption bills are 
-the sullen reverberation of the late Ohio election. It is said that 
eighty thousand republican machine politicians refused to vote in 
Ohio because their own upright leader kept his. promises faithfully 
to the country, and that repeal and ruin are the penalty to be exacted 
by the successful democracy. 

I cut the following from a late Baltimore paper which throws a 
little light, perhaps, on my inquiry: 


the action of 
democratic morning these shackles bave been stricken from you. 
It bas declared t there shall no longer be one money for the banker and the 
bondholder and another for the people. It will now go further and will to-morrow 
morning pass the bill for the repeal of the noxious resumption act. [Applause.] 


or 
Again, from the same paper and the same speech : 


We have commenced by the resumption of silver; we will follow it to-morrow 
by the repeal of the bina eg act, and we will go further and make an equaliza- 
on of taxes by restoring income tax. ` 


We have here, it will be observed, resumption of silver secured to- 
day ; repeal of the noxious resumption act. to-morrow, (they did not 
et on quite so fast as ised;) and equalization of taxes by restor- 
ing the income tax shortly. The last is a little mixed, but it looks to 
me like a proposition to equalize things generally, 
Mr. BLACKBURN. Will the gentleman allow me—— 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York stated at the out- 
set of his remarks that he would not permit himself to be inter- 


rupted, 

Mr, BLACKBURN. I hope the gentleman will not decline to allow 
me to say he is using a report given in a newspaper which was never 
submitted to- me for examination. The points, as he has quoted 
them and as I catch them, I here reiterate, and only express my dee 
regret that the resumption act has not already been repealed an 
those shackles already stricken off. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Again, I find the following in a highly re- 
spectable New York paper of October 25, cut from a paper published 
in Missouri: 

- Nearly every city in the entire West is 

a ee w 30 they frag. ant that, 51 next tning wil be fat — 3 
pete 2 is “ W tat rad Namib k 
but it is not, and creditors may as well know tho truth at once. 


for 
majorit; “A 
rules, 
were — 


Here we have it, Mr. Speaker. Repudiate! That, in truth, is the 
word. I do not exaggerate. It comes as a rushing, mighty wind 
comes! We are now shaken by a wild blast of a grand currency illu- 
sion, which has swept over the plains of thé South, the prairies of 
the West, carrying this House by storm on Monday, and threatening 
to ingulf the national integrity! 

The bill before us justifies the most serious apprehensions. It is a 
plain breach of contract. Its monstrous and criminal impolicy is also 
only equaled by the silver bill, as is perfectly apparent to all who 
know the present condition of the commerce our country with 
other leading nations, 

The currents of trade have set strongly in favor of resumption for 
more than two years, and now the miseries of two great ons en- 
gaged in war unite, as by a ial providence, to assure the restora- 
tion of our currency to a gold stan 

Itisalmost universally believed by men most largely and intimately 
connected with our foreign exchanges that but for the meddling by 
Congress gold will cease to be merchandise in New York, and be re- 
stored to use as currency within ninety days. There is nothing im- 

robable in this belief. The currents have all run in that direction 

r a long time, and it becomes more and more evident, day by day, 
that they will so continue to run. 

Some of the promoters of this bill cannot be ignorant of the trae 
state of things. They see that they have not a moment to spare if 
they are to make greenbacks forever irredeemable, as their bill, if 
enacted, will do. The crisis is upon them. It is now or never. With 
bank- notes once again at par with gold, the people will understand 
the case and not only insist upon maintaining the resumption act in 
its integrity, but also upon such other legislation as is necessary to 
secure the withdrawal of greenbacks slowly raae 

It is moreover re-assuring to recall the perfect unanimity of public 
sentiment in respect to the trne character of irredeemable paper 
when the legal-tender notes were first issued. 

The Government, charged with the national life, in the darkest 
hour, withont money and without credit, shut up the Constitation, 
and seized the only weapon within reach, as a man for want of a 
gun might seize dynamite and hurl it in bulk at the head of a burglar 
attacking his house at midnight. 

Then all intelligent men in both of the great political parties do- 
lored the use of legal-tender. The immediately responsible 
or Government frankly appealed to history, warning the people 

against the dangers we now realize, urging them at the same time to 
avert such dangers by cheerful submission to taxation, 

The party op to Government, the democratic party, strenu- 
ously opposed .the issue of greenbacks to the last, and the recorded 
fact that when the bill of February 25, 1862, authorizing their issue 
passed the House of Representatives but one democrat voted for it, 
is a withering comment upon the present attitude of leading demo- 
crats in several States. Mr. P eton, then a Representative from 
Ohio, now a candidate for the Senate of the United States, closed a 
long argument in this House to show that the Constitution gave no 
shadow of authority for the issue of legal-tender, even though tho 
existence of the nation depended thereon, as follows: 


Let gentlemen heed this lesson of wisdom. Let them, if need be, tax the ener- 
gies and wealth of the country sufficiently to restore the credit of the Government.” 


necessary 

dly, firmly, consistently, 

gto surrender that cur- 
tenance of which 


This lesson by Mr. Pendleton is of great interest to the country and 
exactly fits our present circumstances. 

When he first delivered it, our Constitution was in ruins; and the 
only question then was, How shall it be restored? All patriotic peo- 

le were then struggling by all means to restore it. They succeeded. 

he Constitution is safe now, and every word of Mr. Pendleton’s 
lesson may be applied with t force and advantage. Especially 
so, as his record as a candidate for the Presidency with his late 
speeches in Ohio show that he himself is a victim of the popular 

> nback delusion, which no longer hesitates to attack the national 
integrity. 

Me Breaker I believe that the greenback is the most powerful en- 
emy our country has ever encountered, slavery only exce I wish 
1 were master of words to express its true character. It isnot money, 
buta device. It does not pretend to represent capital or labor. It 
is debt, representing the exigency of a t civil war. It is a device 
in its nature and in its influence on mankind, precisely like the paper- 
money devices of the days of our colonial dependence in the early 
part of the eighteenth century; of John Law’s Mississippi scheme ; 
the assignat of the French revolution, and the continental money of 
our own revolutionary times. 

There is nothing in the history of these several e de- 
lusions to warrant the belief that the greenback will ever be fully 
paid. On the contrary all their traditions point to repudiation, and 
current events point the same way. We have very recently seen Mr. 
Pendleton, for example, in pursuit of votes, bending to the subtle 
and seductive power of the greenback; and on Monday week one 
hundred and sixty-four members of this deliberative (!) body, in close 
communion with the friends of the bill we are considering, without 
one moment’s hesitation, voted that a bit of silver worth that day 
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ninety-two cents and to-day about ninety cents and liable to be worth 
no more than eighty-five cents next week, shall henceforth be a law- 
ful dollar in this co ; and, in effect, that gold shall be known no 
more foreverin our ney! If thatis not square and downright re- 
pudiation, what is? Shall the power which so declared a lawfaldollar 
on Monday hesitate to declare ten cents a lawful dollar when the 
protas and exigency shall arise? Edmund Burke about one hun- 

red and fifty years ago proposed an emission of base coin for the 
American colonies to relieve them of a currency delusion, and history 
repeats itself to-day in a proposition lately submitted to tho Senate 
of the United States to issue four hundred millions of “ goloid”—if 
any one knows what that is. 

In the presence of these facts I denounee—in words I have recent! 
uttered in another place—the greenback in place of money as a frau 
It is a sham. It familiarizes the individual and public conscience 
with shams. It has muddied all our springsof bonest thrift and solid 
enterprise, confused and misled the public judgment, sapped the cour- 
age and wisdom of the Federal Treasury, and given immense comfort 
to es 

Mr. Speaker, it cannot and will not be denied that the indications 
all 8 to the greenback as the future shibboleth and rallying cry 
1 i most aggressive, vicious elements of :ociety throughout the 
D 


77 men, shall we dispose of the greenback, and uproot tho mis- 
chief of it 

The substitute I have offered for the pending bill will do it as by 
magic. It will do it efficiently and instantly, without alarm or harm 
to any one. H adopted, gold and bank-notes will be equal in value before 
the executive ink is dr É is the original and fundamental principlo 
underlying the legal-tender act. No other method of paying the 
foreed loan was ever talked about by any clear-headed man of either 

y for years. It has ever been, and is now, advocated as the only 
practicable method by the most distinguished political economists 
and eminent merchants in our country. It has been so recognized 
again and again by the present Secre of the Treasury, as it was 
by two of his immediate predecessors, and fhe principal argument we 
hear against it is the scandalous one that funding is unpopular. 

It is well known now that President Grant spent the very last 
hours of his administration in an earnest effort to secure the sub- 
stance of this proposed substitute to the pending bill, as the crown- 
ing achievement of his civil career. 

t is easy to show that ending at 4 per cent. cannot lead to rapid 
or hurtful contraction. Beyond narrow limits, gold will take the 
place of nbacks as, they are funded. The laws of trade and 
untrammeled commerce can be relied upon under this simple substi- 
tute, and they will for the first time in fifteen years re-assert their 
authority. It will immediately utilize our present stock of mer- 
chandise of gold, converting it with all fresh gold products into 
active and useful currency. Can anything be more inviting or re- 
assuring than that? 

Are we to renounce the truth because it isfor the moment obseured 
by the clamor of ignorant and selfish men? Can we restore confi- 
dence to capital by a new device? Can we hope for general employ- 
ment of labor without a restoration of confidence! 

Funding is no device or mere contrivance. It is the truth of 
straightforward common sense; precisely that, and nothing more. 
It stands firm as nite mountains, buttressed by the best com- 
mercial sense and highest authorities in the world. 

Mr. Speaker, we are a spectacle to-day which future historians 
may describe with weeping and amazement. 

After a dire nation ity; after the prodigious cost, waste, 
and suffering inseparable from fifteen years of war and irredeemable 
paper money, we stand in the very crisis of our distress and disaster 
with a boundless and brilliant starlit horizon just in front of us. 
The question we have to answer is this: Shall the great Government 
of the United States, in this supreme moment, turn away from its 
own appointed, feasible, and honorable remedy, after strange Rods, 
to plunge into a new and limitless abyss of cowardice and shame 
That is the question I submit. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I desire to place myself in close rela- 
tions with the gentleman from Ontos LAE: EwıxG.} I have four 
questions to ask him, which I respectfully request him to answer to 
his own conscience, to his people, to my people, and to the people of 
the whole country, whenever he shall speak for his bill on this floor. 

First. If I owe the gentleman a sum of poner which I have prom- 
ised by note of hand to pay on the Ist day o. January, 1879, can I, 
with plenty of means, send him formal notice to-morrow that I will 
not pay aia and return here to meet honest men, unveiled? 

Second. Here again is a promise to pay $10 by the Government of 
the United States. The day for its payment has been fixed by law. 
How can the Government give me notice that it will not pay me, 
without disgrace and shame f 

Third. Can this t Government afford to risk even a construct- 
ive imputation of r 7 

Fourth. How and why is it that all well-dressed gamblers, default- 
ers, and repudiators in this broad land applaud tō the echo the gen- 
tleman’s bill? 

I ask permission to print as a pital i to my remarks a brief and 
decisive utterance of my distinguished colleague [Mr. HEWITT] in 


favor of funding the greenbacks, which I cut from a letter of his 
written for the press a few months ago; and also some historical 
scraps referring to our earliest paper-money delusion which are of 
interest to all who desire to investigate the subject: 
The legal-tender notes are an overdue debt; it is a to the jli 

1 debt should not havo made 2 ot 
funding these notes in 6 cent. bonds had not been ro- 
ive months after the close of the 


To-day, if they were made fundable in a 4 cent. currency bond, they would 
all bo pot nasa weight all be eancsled within teelve mantha af 


[From Mr. Bancroft's history.) 
The credit of the colonies was invoked in behalf of borrowers. The first emis- 


Eo provincial paper had their origin in the immediate necessities of Govern- 
men 
* 


* * * + „ * 
In 1712 South Carolina issued at a low rate of interest on the mortgage of lands 
“a bank” of £48,000. i 


* * . * . 

In 1714 Massachusetts authorized an emission of 000, to be 8 five 
annual installments. Thedebts were not thus paid hack; bat an clamor 
was raised for greater emissions. In 1716 an additional issue of £100,000 was made, 
and the scarcity of money was more and more bray vegan of. All the silver moncy 
was sent to Great Bri to pay debts, and yet system was imitated in the 
other colonies. 

who afterward perocived its evil tendencies, assisted in 1723 in intro- 
ducing it into Ponnsylvania, where silver had circulated; and the complaint was 
soon heard that “they bad very little gold and silver.“ 

Rhodo Island in 1721 “issued a of £40,000," on which the interest was pay- 


flax. 
effects of the unreal enlargement of the e appeared beneficial 
presently found 


and men rejoiced in the seeming impulse pirea to trado. It was 
that * was repelled from the erage” y the system; that the paper furnished 
but a depreciated currency, flactuating in valuo with every new 3 reed 


of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and ad roe one hundred for one hun- 
dred and sixty or seventy or two hundred ; South Carolina, one for eight; North 
Carolina, one for fourteen in London, one for ten in the colony. 83 
was not repu 

Mr. MONROE. Mr. Speaker, I do not rise to make a speech. The 
ee connected with specie resumption have been so thorough] 
and exhaustively treated for some years past in Congress, through 
the press, and in popular assemblies, that it would be presumptuous 
in me to discuss them at length on this occasion. I propose only to 

ive as briefly as possible some of the reasons disclosed on the very 

of this bill, which make it my duty to vote against it, 

I assume that we should all be Fare to see the greenback dollar 

equal to the coin dollar in value, and exchangeable for it at the pleas- 
ure of the holder. I assume that there is no party in this House or 
in the country that desires to keep our paper permanently in a state 
of depreciation, and that the whole ple desire equalization in 
sane of the different forms of the dollar, whether paper, silver, or 
gold. 
. Assuming these admitted facts, I state, in the first place, that I am 
opposed to the bill reported by the committee, because it repeals all 
the legislation we have which is designed to bring about specie re- 
sumption or this equalization of values. It removes from the statute- 
book every line and every word which was intended to accomplish 
this object. If, while it repealed the resumption act, it offered us 
something professedly as good or better in its p we might receive 
it with favor. But its work is simply destruction. It takes away 
all that we have and gives us nothing. It is a confession of failure. 
It is an utter abandonment of all attempts to aid in the work of re- 
sumption by legislation. Its theory is that the best way for a gov- 
ernment to resume is to make no effort to resume—that the true 
secret of success here is not to It not only removes the strong 
and skillful hand from the helm, but it unships the helm itself. 1t 
holds that the true science of navigation is to drift. 

Are we prepared to indorse these doctrines? Our demoeratie friends 
certainly cannot be. One of the severest indictments found by the 


national democratie convention at Saint Louis against the republican 
party was that that party had not made sufficient pre tion for the 
resumption of specie payments. One of the paragraphs contained in 


the platform of that convention reads as follows: 


We denounce the failure, for all these eleven 
pinas at the — — 2 
faith of the * * 

I do not admit the justice of this attack upon the republican party; 
an attack, however, which need not surprise us as an expression of 

isan feeling on such an occasion ; but I do admit the soundness 
of the financial doctrines announced in this paragraph: doctrines not 
springing from any political bias, but taught alike by the needs of 
the country and by all true political economy. The democratic plat- 
form is right in saying that the legal-tender notes “are a changing 
standard of value in the hands of the people,” that their promise 
should be made , and that their non-payment “ is a disregard of 
the plighted faith of the nation.” Bat I our democratic associ- 
ates how the repeal of all law which favors ie resumption, with- 
out substituting anything else for it, will aid in the ra orar Aah of 
the legal-tender notes. Will it aid in accomplishing this object to 


of peace, to make good the 
a of value in the 
a disregard of the plighted 


1877. 


say that the Secretary of the ee shall make no preparation for 
ith Will it promote the desired end to say, as you would by voting 
for this bill, that the Secretary of the Treasury shall not redeem in 
coin the legal-tender notes of the United States on and after the Ist 
day of January, 1879? If the redemption of the greenbacks in coin 
was the end songht by the democratic convention, does not the bill 
before the House propose rather extraordinary means to that end? 

In another portion of the same platform it is declared : 

We denounce the financial imbecility and immorality of that party which during 
eleven years of peace has made no advance toward resumption, no preparation for 
resump' 

But is the repeal of all legislation in favor of resumption, without 
offering us any other plan, “an advance toward resumption” or a 
preparation for it? It might sound discourteous if we were to at- 
tribute “ imbecility and immorality ” to the measure now before the 
House; but there are minds to whom such an application of the terms 
would seem quite as appropriate as to apply them to the carefully 
considered and well-meant, even if defective, measures of the repub- 
lican party to accomplish specie resumption. 

But republicans cannot support this bill with any more consistency 
than democrats. The republican national platform of last year con- 
tains the following resolution: 

In the first act of Congress signed by President Grant, the National Govern- 
ment assumed to remove any doubts of its purpose to 8 all jast obligations 
to Ge pert credi! and solemnly pledged its faith to make provision at the 
earliest practicable od for the rodem: of the United States notes in coin. 
Commercial DUY, public morals, and national credit demand that this promise 
be fulfilled by a continuous and steady progress to specie payment. 

This is the platform upon which the republicans united last year 
and upon which they conducted the presidential canvass. Ishall listen 
with the keenest interest to hear some . who proposes to 
vote for this bill, explain how provision is to be made for the re- 
demption of greenbacks in coin and how continuous and steady pro- 

is to be made toward specie 3 by repealing all the 
8 which we have to accomplish these objects. 

. KELLEY. If the gentleman will allow me to interrupt him 
for a moment, I desire to say that all republicans did not stand 
together on that platform; that I went under high official auspices 
to Indiana and Ohio and through the interior of Pennsylvania, and 
expressed to every republican audience I addressed my earnest pro- 
test againt the financial doctrines of the party and those expressed 
in their letters of acceptance by Mr. Hayes and Mr, WHEELER; and 
then tried to induce greenbackers like myself to see reasons for sup- 
porting the ticket. 

Mr. CONGER. Was that this year in Ohio? 

Mr. KELLEY. No, sir; it was in the year when we won Ohio, not 
when we lost it. 

Mr. MONROE. The appeal which I have thus far made has, of 
course, been made to gentlemen who stood on the republican plat- 
form. It was those persons whom I was addressing. 

Mr. KELLEY. I ama republican. 

Mr. MONROE, I cheerfully admit the republicanism of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, No man respects him more than I do, 
although I have been compelled to differ from him on some questions; 
and what I have to say on the point will certainly not be understood 
to detract in any respect from the high estimation in which I place 
him. But if I recollect aright, during the very year to which the 
gentleman refers the platform of that very State of Ohio which was 
carried that year was wholly sound from my stand-point on this ques- 
tion of the currency. 

Mr. KELLEY. My point was that to avoid the platform I was 
taken there to preach an opposite doctrine. 

Mr. MONROE, That was an arrangement, Mr. Speaker, of which 
I porer hosts pag I will take the opportunity to say I at least was 
not a p. . 

Mr. GARFIELD. If my colleague will permit me, I will say that 
the speeches made in Ohio by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
were in 1875, when he attempted to secure the election of Governor 
Allen, the democratic candidate, and not in the presidential election. 

Mr. KELLEY. My effort succeeded in electing President Hayes, 
80 far as the vote of Ohio went, 

Mr. MONROE. I am not so unreasonable as to expect in these 
times a very high degree of party consistency ; but one would think 
that doctrines avowed by the two parties as recently as a year ago 
last June and inscribed upon their banners all through the contest 
for the Presidency might still be remembered with favor. 

Again, I must vote against this bill because the moral effect of its 

would be most injurious to the country. It requires courage 
and self-denial for any people which has suffered from a long period 
of paper inflation to recover itself and return to sound methods. 
The American people have now almost entirely through the 
difficulties and embarrassments incident to a depreciated currency. 
The greenback dollar is worth to-day nearly ninety-eight cents in 
gold. A little more patience, a little more perseverance, and the 
victory will be achieved. The people have earned this great deliv- 
ens A they have borne the suffering, why should they not have the 
rew: 

But what would be the result if we shonld pass this bill? I answer, 
the earnest moral p of the country, now so near its consumma- 
tion, would at once be sensibly weakened. A feeling of discourage- 
ment would pervade the land. We should discourage ourselves; we 
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should discourage the executive and e it óf its powers. We 
should discourage the people and reawaken in a portion of them a 
desire to escape the fancied inconvenience of persevering in the 
right course. The demand wonld soon be made at these doors—a 
demand which, after setting such an example, we should not find it 
easy to resist—for an enlargement of the volume of our paper cur- 
rency. To yield to such a demand would only prepare the way, and 
apparently create the necessity, for still further inflation, until wo 
should find ourselves confronted by all the worst evils of depreciation, 
bankruptey, and national dishonor, Do we wish to enter upon a course 
like this? Our faces are now set in the right direction. It is dan- 
gerous to look back. If we turn back, no one can say where we shall 
stop or how ruinous the consequences may be. Do we wish to go 
back over the long dark road of depreciation and bankruptey which 
we have so wearily traveled and from which we are just emerging ? 
Do we wish once more to see the legal-tender dollar worth only 
seventy-five cents in gold, or tifty cents, or forty cents, as was the 
case in former years? Do we wish to undo all that has been done, 
to suffer over again all that has been suffered, and from which we are 
almost escaped 

The mere introduction of the bill now before the House, much more 
its passage, seems to me especially inopportune and unfortunate at 
this time, when our legal-tenders are so nearly at par with gold. 
The greenback dollar in which are received the incomes by which the 
vast majority of the families of this land are supported, the green- 
back dollar in which the laborer is paid, will now purchase almost as 
much of the necessaries of life as the gold dollar itself. Can we afford 
to abandon or even to imperil this immense advantage? Credit is 
sensitive. Unwise action in this House may be the beginning of a 
reactionary course which will rapidly reduce the wages of labor and 
diminish the support of families throughout the country. 

It cannot be repeated too often that every fall in the price of gold 
raises wages and increases incomes; every rise in the price of gold 
diminishes both. Those natious, such as Russia and Turkey, which 
are struggling against the evils of a depreciated currency would be 
unspeakably thankful could 15 be carried forward to a position as 
hopeful as ours. To sacrifice this position seems to me little short of 
madness. The proposal to give up all we have gained, as was recently 
said in a social circle, is like asking us to jamp from a life-boat when 
it has almost reached land and to try eee ahane upon bladders. 

The of this bill would undoubtedly be most disastrous in 
its effect upon business. What business mèn have long complained 
of is the want of steadiness of value in the medium of exchange, 
They have constantly told us that the great difficulty in the way of 
business enterprises has been the fluctuations in the standard of 
value. For long periods the closest calculator has been unable to 
make even a shrewd guess beforehand as to what the prices would 
be upon which he must depend for success, For somo time past 
there has been such growing evidence of approaching steadiness of 
value in our paper currency, that men engaged in business have now 
strong hope that the evil from which they suffer will be removed. 
Capital is gaining confidence and is venturing forth from its hiding- 

lace, Business is adjusting itself to the new prospects and the now 
conditions. The! g journals bring us daily evidences of a whole- 
some revival of trade, 10 disappoint these hopes by a repeal of the 
only act which makes provision for specie resamption would be a 
misfortune great beyond computation. 

If we are ever to attempt to redeem our pa 
be difficult to find a more favorable time. 
largely in our favor—our exports exceeding our imports by about 
$200,000,000 per annum, Gold is flowing ly in upon us from 
abroad. The amount of coin and bullion in the country is at least 
$100,000,000 more than it was in 1875, when the specie-resumption 
act was passed. A state of things in regard to exchange on London 
exists in New York to-day which has seldom or never existed in most 
of the commercial marts of the world. I refer to the fact that sight 
bills on London are considerably below par. Our national Treasury 
is well managed and in aprosperous condition; business is beginnin 
to feel, through its thousand channels, the impulse of a new life; an 
our paper has been steadily vet hie up to par with gold. 

All this has been going on while the Secretary of the Treasury has 
been executing to the best of his ability that law which by many is 
declared to be so injurious to the general welfare—the spartane 
sumption act of 1875. It should be added, that in the opinion of 
many of our «blest business men, the shrinkage of prices has now 
reached its limit, so that we have little or nothing more to fear in that 
direction. We have thus a natural and proper basis for gold valua- 
tion. If under these favorable circumstances we should fail to reach 
specie payments, we may well despair of doing so for another gener- 
ation. 

Mr. BELL was eh deca 

Mr. FELTON. I ask my colleagne to yield to me for a motion that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. BELL, I yield for that motion. 

Mr. FELTON. I move that the House do now adjourn. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


Pending the motion to adjourn, 
a, unanimous consent, leave of absence was given to Mr. CLARK, 
of New Jersey, until Monday next. 


T promises, it would 
he balance of trade is 
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; WILLIAM M. PATTON. 
Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
olntion ; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and he is hereby, directed to pay to 
William M. Patton, out of the ameen e fund, the sum of $400 for services ren- 
* May 1, 1877, to the Ist of September 


PAY OF HOUSE LABORERS. 


Mr. HENDERSON, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and is hereby, authorized and directed 
to pay, out of the contingent fand, such of the laborers of the House as were actu- 
ally employed during the recess of Congress or any part of the same. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ECONOMY AND REFORM. 

Mr. GLOVER, by unanimous consent, submitted a resolution to en- 
force administrative economy and reform; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

The question being taken on the motion that the House do now 
adjourn, it was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and forty 
minutes p.m.) the House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, ETO. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and refe as stated : 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Andrew Gleason, for compensa- 
tion for work done under a contract with the engineer in charge of 
public buildings in the city of Washington, District of Columbia— 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of G. J. Houston, 
for compensation for services rendered in the Doorkeeper’s depart- 
ment, 8 of Representatives, during the second session of the Forty- 
fourth Congress to the Committee of Accounts. 

By Mr. DURHAM: The petition of Mary Riley, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Papers relating to the claim of Hyde & Mackey 
for work done in dredging the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi 
River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of H. D. Coleman, administrator of Willis P. 
Coleman, deceased, for compensation for property destroyed by the 
United States military authorities—to the Committee on War Claims, 

By Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina: A paper relating to the estab- 
lishment of a post-route from Texahaw to Camden, South Carolina— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 

By Mr. FENN: Papers relating to the bill providing for negotia- 
tions with the Cœur d’Aléne Indians in the Territories of Idaho and 
Washington—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. FRANKLIN: Papers relating to the claim of A. L. H. 
Crenshaw for property taken by United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of Andrew J. Herroon, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. GOODE: Papers relating to the 8 of the sureties of 
Jesse J. Simkins, late collector of Norfolk, for relief to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Kate Louisa Ray for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. GUNTER: Papers relating to certain er land claims of 
Mrs. Myra Clark Gaines, in Louisiana—to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: Papers relating to the claim of Moses B. 
Bramhall’s administrator for property seized by United States offi- 
cials—to the Committee on War Claime. 

By Mr. HARTRIDGE: Memorial of the commissioners of pilotage 
fer Brunswick, Georgia, and others, against the repeal of the law 
regulating compulsory pilotage—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, memorial of the mayor of Savannah, Georgia ; of the chairman 
of the commissioners of pilotage; of the president of the Cotton Ex- 
change; of insurance agents; of merchants and others, against the 
re of the law of compulsory pilota, to the same committee. 

Also, memorial of the pilots and citizens of Darien, Georgia, of 
similar import —to the same committee. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Papers relating to the claims of citizens of 
Kansas Territory for damages to and for losses of property resultin 
from the civil disturbances in that Territory in the years 1855 pet 
1856—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire: Papers relating to the claim 
of Charles H. Ladd for the use of his property by the United States 
during the late war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MAISH: The petition of John A. Rea, to have refunded 
certain taxes illegally collected from him by United States officials— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Henry Clayton, late a captain in the United 
States Army, to be reinstated in his former rank in the Army and 
placed upon the retired list—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MARTIN: Papers relating to the claim of the heirs of 
Benjamin Moore for services of said Moore in perfecting certain im- 
provements in the manufacture of small fire-arms—to the same com- 
mittee. 


By Mr. MORRISON: Memorial of W. M. Springer, for compensa- 
tion for professional services rendered in the Supreme Court of the 
United Bates in the case of The Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States vs. The Centennial Board of Finance and others—to the Com- 
mittee on Ap ropriations. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Philip Henry, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROBERTSON, of Louisiana: Papers relating to the estab- 
lishment of a post-route from New Texas Landing, by way of Church- 
ville and Petite Prairie, to Big Cane—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SAYLER: The petition of Charles C. Aleshire, to be paid 
the salary of assistant superintendent of the document-room, Door- 
keeper's department, House of Representatives he having performed 
the duties of that office until the organization of the Forty-fifth 
Congress, from March, 1877—to the Committee of Accounts. 

By Mr, SCHLEICHER: Papers relating to the claims of Mrs. Ella 
P. Murphy for property taken by Indians—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: Papers relating to the petition of 
N Teagarden for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: Papers relating to the claims of Je- 
rome McAlister, W. E. Davis, Jesse B. Maxey, Z. W. Rains, Hiram 
Leaf, John Stroud, Thomas J. Rhodes, and John A. Gordon, for prop- 
erty destroyed by Indians to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of Mary 
Tatham—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, letters of Second Assistant Postmaster-General Brady, rela- 
tive to the claims of J. S. Waldrup and J. C. Clendennin for carry- 
ing United States mails—to the Committee of Claims. 

y Mr. WAIT: The petition of A. D. Cook & Co., for the remission 
of a forfeiture under a contract with the United States and for pay- 
ment of a claim—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, for aid from the Government to assist persons from said 
State to emigrate to the West and engage in agricultural pursuits— 
to the Committee on Public Lands, 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: Memorial of the New York Board 
of e and {Bani eee for the appointment of a joint commis- 
sion to investigate the working of our system of savings institutions— 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claim of Peter Targarona 
for property seized by United States officials—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, November 14, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. GARLAND presented the petition of J. N. Walton and others, 
citizens of Faulkner County, Arkansas, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route from the town of Conway to the town of Beebe, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of A. Burwell, of the District of 
Columbia, praying compensation for the occupation and use of his 
property by the authorities of the United States during the late war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of A. Burwell, of the District of Co- 
lumbia, praying that the taxes paid by him in the years 1865, 1866, 
1867, and 1868 upon certain cotton may be refunded; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ROLLINS presented the petition of the vestry of St. Michael’s 
Protestant Episcopal church of Charleston, South Carolina, praying 
for the refunding to them of $1,588.56, which was paid by them as 
duty upen certain chime bells; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance, 

Mr. DAWES presented a memorial of the Boston Society of Civil 
Engineers in favor of the use of the metrical system in all transac- 
tions of the Government; which was referred to the Committee on 


Finance, 
Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of James D. Porter, governor 
others, citizens of Nashville, in that 


of the State of Tennessee, an 

State, praying for an increase of compensation to letter-carriers; 

which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr: INGALLS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of 
the United States, reported it with amendments, and submitted a 
report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed. 

. OGLESBY. The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 140) to punish parties for stealing property 
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belonging to Indians who are in e of an Indian agent, &c., have 
had the same under consideration and have instructed me to report 
it back and to ask that the committee be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Conimittee on the Judi- 
ciary. The bill refers almost exclusively to a subject of legislation 
which belongs, as the Committee on Indian Affairs think, to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the petition of James D. Holman, of Portland, Oregon, pray- 
ing compensation for improvements made by him as a settler upon 
the public lands and included within the military reservation of 
Fort Canby at Cape Disappointment, (now known as Cape Han- 
cock,) then Oregon, now Washington Territory, submitted a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. No, 290) for the relief of James D. 
Holman, of Oregon, 

The bill was read 
be printed. 

r. MCMILLAN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 91) for the relief of Gallus Kerchner, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill was 177571 indefinitely. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, to whom was referred the petition of Charles W. Field, of Virginia 
praying for the removal of his political disabilities, to report a bill 
granting the prayer of the petitioner. I will state that this gentleman 
resigned at the beginning of the rebellion and his resignation was 
accepted. He went into confederate service and came out, and 
has been a quiet and ble citizen ever since. His accounts were 
all duly settled at the War Department, and he falls clearly within the 
principle that the committee have adopted. We recommend the 
passage of the bill. 

The bill (S. No. 291) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 
W. Field, of King George County, Virginia, was read twice by its title. 

Mr. WINDOM, from the Committee on Appropriations, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No, 902) making appropriations for the 
rd ah of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for 
other purposes, reported it with amendments, 


SITE FOR STATUE OF GENERAL GREENE. 


Mr. DAWES. Iam instructed by the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrain statue of General Greene, to 
reportit without amendment ; and I ask for the present consideration 
of the joint resolution. 

. By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 


twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 


REGISTRY AND CHANGE OF NAME OF SCHOONER. 


Mr. CONKLING. I wish to 5 770 as I am authorized to do, from 
the Committee on Commerce, the bill (S. No. 289) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to issue a ter and change the name of the 
schooner Captain Charles Robbins to Minnie; and when read to ask 
the Senate to consider it now, for a reason which I can state. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. That bill was reported from the Committee on 
Commerce of the Senate at the last session, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the consideration 
of the bill at this time? The Chair hears none. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, regd the third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a message from the 
President of the United States, transmitting a report of the Secret. 
of State in answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 8th instant 
oag on him for any facts which he may have in his possession 
touching an alleged unlawful and forcible rescue by an armed band 
from the Republic of Mexico of two prisoners confined in the jail of 
Starr County, Texas; which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign oer pees ordered to be printed. 

© also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secre of War, 
transmitting the information called for in the resolution of the Senate 
of the 6th instant instructing the Secretary of the Navy to inform the 
Senate (whether the provisions of sections 1493 and 1494 Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, providing that no officer of the Navy, except 
in the case therein named, shall be promoten to a higher grade until 
he has been examined by a board of naval surgeons and pronounced 
physically qualified to perform all his duties at sea, are complied 
with,” &c.; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affaire, 
and ordered to be printed, 
PAY OF CHAPLAIN POISAL. 

Mr. WITHERS. I am instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 38) au- 
thorizing the payment of Rev. John Poisal, D. D., late chaplain of the 


House of Representatives, for the time of his service as such, with- 
out taking the oaths prescribed by law, to report it back without 
amendment and request its immediate consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 292) for the relief of Assist- 
ant Engineer Howard D. Potts, United States Navy; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. OGLESBY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 293) to authorize the payment of prize-money 
to the captors of the steamboat New Era No. 5 and cargo; which 
hepa twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 

‘airs. 

Mr. COKE asked,and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 294) to create the northern judicial district of 
the State of Texas and to change the eastern and western hare 
districts of said State, and to fix the times and places of holding the 
courts in said districts ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 295) for the relief of William C. Edmon- 
ston; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. INGALLS (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to int ce a bill (S. No. 296) granting a pension to 
John W. Thornton; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
any sot tition, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 297) to extend the provisions of an 
act entitled “An act to provide compensation for the services of 
George Morell in adjusting titles to land in Michigan;” which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CONOVER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 298) to grant additional homesteads to set- 
tlers upon the public lands in the States of Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, and Florida; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. HOAR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 299) for the relief of the Baptist Relief Asso- 
ciation of Puget Sound; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr, WADLEIGH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No, 300) to amend the statutes in relation to 
patents, and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S, No, 301) authorizing the purchase of the picture 
known as ‘‘The Polaris in her winter quarters in Robeson Channel; ” 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commiitee on 
the Library. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had a bill (H. R. 
No. ras ag provide for deficiencies in the pay of the Navy and the 
pay of the Marine Corps, and for other purposes; in which it re- 
quested the concurrence of the Senate. 


THE POLARIS EXPEDITION. 
Mr. WHYTE submitted the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved by the Senate of the United States, (the House of Representatives concur- 
ring) That there be printed 2.000 additional copies of oie: narrative of the North 


P expedition by the United States ship Polaris, of which 800 copies shall be 
for So nan og the Senate and 1,200 copies shall be for the use of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1220) to eee for deficiencies in the pay of 
the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, and for other purposes, 
was twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

WATER LINE IN FLORIDA, 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Florida, it was 


Ordered, That the report of the Secre of War in response too resolution 
of the Srnate passed January 9, 1877, showing the importance of a water line of 
communication from the mouth of Saint Mary's River, in the State of Georgia, 
through the State of Florida to a suitable place on the Gulf of Mexico, and the 
cost of a complete survey of said line, be referred to the Oomsnitées on Ges 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS, 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted an amendment intended to bé proposed 
to the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the Army; which 
wa zerroa to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 

n 5 
5 Mr. WHYTE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed to 
the bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for deficiencies in the pay of the 
Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, and for other purposes ; 
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which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


On motion of Mr. INGALLS, the Vice-President was authorized to 
fill the vacancy in the Committee on Pensions occasioned by the resig- 
nation of Mr. Davis, of Illinois; and the Vice-President appointed 
Mr. VOORHEES. z 

RIO GRANDE FRONTIER. 


Mr. MAXEY. I ask that. the resolution submitted by me on the 
12th instant be taken from the table and reported for the considera- 
tion of the Senate, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Texas calls up for 
consideration the resolution which he has indicated. It will be read 
by the Secretary. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs is hereby instructed to inquire 
into the expediency and riety of a system of defensive works on the Rio 
Grande frontier of the Uni States; and if upon investigation the committee 
deom it expedient and 4 to construct the same, they will report, by bill or 
otherwise, a plan of defensive works for said frontier, and the estimated cost 
thereof, having due regard to practicability, efficiency, and economy. 


This gross and flagrant violation of international law, of the comity 
of nations, of the rights of the State of Texas, and of the rights of 
the United States was telegraphed throughout the length and breadth 
of the land. It created t anxiety in the minds of the people, 
and necessarily aroused a righteous indignation in the breast of every 
citizen of Texas. It was the subject-mattér of comment in the press 
throughout the United States, and it was charged in some of the 
papers that this report was exaggerated; that the purpose of Texas 
was not protection, but to plunge the country into war with Mexico; 
that these outrages of which we have been complaining for these 
long years were exaggerated, and that the people of Texas were raid- 
ing upon the soil of Mexico and upon the rights of the people there 
as much as were the people of Mexico a the people of Texas. 
These, I say, were the comments of many of the papers. The public 
mind has n anxious to know the truth in regard to this matter, 
and I deem it my duty as a citizen of the State of Texas, identified 
with her interests and verbs) as one of her Senators upon this 
floor, to give to the Senate and the country the exact truth in regard 
not only to this transaction, but in re; to a long series of outrages 
running back through a period of cig! teen years. 

I pro: , Mr. President, to establish the fact by evidence conclu- 
sive that the people of Texas have suffered a series of outra es, 
wrongs, insults, and depredations at the hands of the people of Mex- 
ico, running through a series of years, which have been unredressed. 
I assert that not one scintilla of proof ever has been or ever can be 
produced to show that the people of Texas have ever raided upon 
the people of Mexico. These are broad and bold assertions; but I 
propose to establish them, not by hearsay, not by the testimony of 
those who might be deemed interested jes, the citizens of Texas, 
but by the records in the archives of the State Department of this 
country, by the testimony of the President of the United States him- 
self, by documents which are piled up in the Congress of the United 
States since the first session of the Thirty-sixth Con and by 
the officers of the United States Government placed in charge of the 
military upon the frontier of Texas. If this testimony is not to be 
relied upon by the American people, then they would not believe 
though one arose from the dead. 

T first call attention to the specific transaction which has been the 
occasion of the comments throughout the country, and of these charges 
against the people of Texas, and lay (upon the point now considered) 
before the Senate the testimony of General Ord, a distinguished offi- 
cer of the United States Army in command of the military depart- 
ment of the State of Texas, given in his official report, dated October 
1 last, to his immediate superior, General Sheridan, The high char- 
acter of General Ord as an officer and gentleman (which is national) 
is too well known to need comment. His testimony is conclusive. 
General Ord says: 

On the lower Rio Grande the removal of Cortina and quite a number of the 
troops which acted under him, and the exercise of gubernatorial functions by Gen- 
eral C had, while he was disposed to respect the orders of President Diaz, a 
a. ayas a — ber ya mete from that side of the river, and generally 
8 ro of —— crossed the river at Rio Grande City, broke 


athe jail and released two criminals, wounding the jailer, his wife, and the county 
—— ds (Afr. Noah Cox,) after which they took the released criminals back to 
exico, 

Efforts of Governor Hubbard, and proper officials acting under treaty, for the 
extradition of the actors in this outrage and the prisoners released by them, have 
resulted in the return by the Mexican authorities of one of the released prisoners 
and two of the jail-breakers, and this was accomplished — bef the efforts of 
General Benevides, of the Mexican army, who happened to be at wneville. The 
namos of the leaders in this outrage were given to our authorities by Mexican ofl- 


cials and Major Price, commanding the district, reports that the remainder of the 
criminals are still at large and their whereabouts known. As the effurts for the 
extradition of these criminals has caused the resignation of nearly all the Tamau- 
pae cy pan applied to, it is probable that no further steps will be taken in the 
matter. 

Three criminals who committed a murder near Hidalgo, Texas, recently, are 
8 is an Hir. to bo in the town of Matamoras; efforts for their extradi- 

on have a 


In the case of the jail-breakers, the Mexican government ordered the surrender 
of all the criminals. 

Now, here is complete, conelusive evidence, by an unimpeachable 
witness, of the truth of the assertion which I have made in regard to 
that matter. In the close of that report, General Ord says that the 
President of Mexico had ordered the delivery of these men to the 
proper authorities. Were they delivered? No, sir; out of that band 
of fifteen or twenty desperadoes who invaded the soil of ‘Texas and 
broke that jail but two have been returned, and of the two criminals 
who were thus released from jail but one has been returned and the 
whereabouts, a the report, of all these men is known. Their re- 
turn was ordered. Why was not that order complied with? Sir, there 
is the key-note to all the troubles that we have had in that country 
for the last eighteen years. It is true that President Diaz did order 
the return of these men and their delivery to the proper authorities 
for trial. It is also true that the authorities of the state of Tamau- 
lipas, from Governor Canales, who was the commanding general of 
the forces there all the way down, absolutely refused to obey that 
order, and rather than do it resigned. The extradition commissioner 
of Mexico resigned; Governor Canales resigned; and, us reported here, 
nearly all the officers on that side of the river resigned rather than 
execute that order. Why? Sir, the feeling against Diaz in Mexico 
for the issuance of that order was at white heat. No man could hold 
office over there and obey that order. 

I assert it as true that the central government of Mexico, of which 
Mr. Diaz at this present time, or at least was yesterday, the acting 
President, has not now, never had, and until the conditions of socivty 
there are totally changed, never will have, power to execute any 
order in favor of the United States as against Mexico in the outlying 
state of Tamaulipas. It is for that reason, the absolute want of 
power on the part of the central government of Mexico to enforce its 
orders, that this thing was not done. 

Now, Mr. President, I have thought that a brief reference to a few 
of the important facts of history, showing the relation formerly held 
by Texas to Moxico would aid very much in the elucidation of this 
question, because these facts bear directly upon the present relatious 
on the frontier between the two governments. Texas was formerly 
a part of Mexico, while it was a province under the dominion of the 
8 of Spain. It so remained until the revolution of Don 

ugustin Iturbide, which was successful in 1821. That government 
was overthrown, and in 1824 they established what they called a con- 
stitutional government of Mexico, and under that government the 
State of Texas along with Coahuila constituted a state of Mexico. 
Texas remained thus connected with Mexico until the year 1835. For 
reasons not necessary to recite here, because not in the line of the 
argument, the people of Texas determined to sever the connection 
between their country and Mexico, and on the 21st day of April, 1836, 
this declaration of independence was crowned with complete success 
by the glorious victory at the battle of San Jacinto, by the capture 
of the commanding general, Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, the Presi- 
dent of Mexico, and the complete destruction and utter rout of the 
Mexican army; and I may add that on that white day in the history 
of Texas an empire was born. 

On the 18th day of June, 1836, Mr. Clay, then chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations in this body, reported on behalf of the 
committee, recommending the recognition of Texas as an independent 
State. In that report he recommended that the independence of 
Texas should be acknowledged “so soon as it should appear that she 
had in successful operation a civil government capable of performing 
and fullilling the obligationseof an independent power.” Mr. Clay, 
on that occasion, upon making the report, said of the battle of San 
Jacinto: “It may be considered as decisive of the independence of 
Texas.” In 1837 Texas was recognized as an independent power by 
the United States, in 1839 by France, and in 1840 by England. 

Resolutions of annexation having been presented were adopted by 
the House of Representatives on the 25th of January, 1845, and by the 
Senate on the Ist of March, 1845, and were e on that day. 
These resolutions of annexation were submitted by the authorities of 
Texas to the congress of the republic and likewise to a State con- 
vention of the people, both of which bodies met during the summer 
of 1845. The resolutions were ratified by both the congress and the 
convention. A State constitution was submitted under the articles 
of annexation to the people of Texas and was by them ratified. These 
proceedings were reported to the Congress of the United States, and 
on the 27th day of December, 1845, Texas was formally admitted into 
and became a State of the American Union. 

It will be borne in mind that the claim of Texas had always been 
that the Rio Grande was her western boundary. She was admitted 
to the Union under that claim of boundary, and in the articles of 
annexation the United States Government assumed the settlement of 
all disputed questions of the boundary of Texas with foreign nations. 
Out of this annexation grew the Mexican war, which resulted in 
complete success to the American arms. The active operations closed 
in 1847. On the 2d day of February, 1848, the treaty of Guadalupe’ 


1877. 
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Hidalgo was ee upon and signed and ratified, and by the terms 
of that treaty, ia the third article thereof, the Rio Grande was fixed 
as the permanent western boundary of the State of Texas. 

This question brings afresh the old disputed trouble of the coun- 
try lying between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, because the Mex- 
icans along the border claim that the State of Tamaulipas extends 
to the Nueces. If that question was worth a war, and one of the most 
brilliant wars recorded in history, I ask if the protection of that coun- 
try, thus won by the valor of erican arms, is not also worth the 
attention and effective action of this Congress? If the country was 
worth fighting for, it is surely worth e 

Bringing down the history to the point which I have given, I call 
the attention of the Senate to these additional facts, After the 
treaty of rer ages Hidalgo this country between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande, which is the finest grazing country in the United 
States if not upon the face of the earth, n to rapidly fill u 
with splendid stock ranches, not ordinary enttle-farms, but stoc 
ranches where the herds were from a thousand to fifty thousand and 
seventy-five thousand and a hundred thonsand, requiring no atten- 
tion further than marking and branding. The country had been 
growing wealthy in the productive industry of raising cattle, but in 
1859 a new character appeared on the Mexican side, who has been 
from 1859 down to this present good hour the pest and the curse of the 
border, Juan Nepomuceno Cortina, the great er and chieftain of 
the border marauders, who has cansed the loss of millions of dollars 
of property and of hundreds of lives of Texans as shown by the 
evidence. 

To show that this is a grave question, one which should attract the 
attention of this Congress, I have only to cite to you this huge man- 
uscript lying before me from the State Department, in which you 
will find that every department of this Government having relation 
to this matter has taken part, the President himself, the Secretary of 
State, both Houses of Congress, and the War Department. 

The history of Cortina is necessary to be placed before the Senate 
because that is essential to a proper understanding of the history 
of the border trouble. In 1859 Juan Nepomuceno Cortina came to the 
front as the champion of the cause of Mexico, and from that day to this 
that daring robber and murderer has been tho idol and chosen leader 
of the freebooters of Tamaulipas. The history of Cortina and his band 
of desperadoes is the history of murder, robbery, and arson on the Rio 
Grande for eighteen years, every of which, as the record of this 
Government attests, is marked with evidence of their crimes against 
the laws of God and man, of their bold and successful disregard of 
the laws and power of Mexico and of the protecting power of the 
flag of our country. 

n 1859 Cortina and his crew invaded the territory of the United 
States, captured the city of Brownsville, murdered citizens, broke 
open the jail and released prisoners, took pasion of old Fort 
8 unfurled the flag of Mexico, and bid defiance to the hated 

ringos. 

I quote as follows from the report of Major (now General) Heintzel- 
man, of the United States Army, a gallant man, whose word no one 
will question. This which I read is embodied in his report dated the 
Ist of March, 1860, and will be found in Executive Document No. 84, 
first session Thirty-sixth Congress, called for by a resolution of Con- 
gress cling upon the an gira os War to furnish information in 
respect to the condition of the frontier. General Heintzelman says: 

Juan Nepomuceno Cortina, the leader of the banditti who have for the last five 
months been in arms on the Lower Rio Grande, murdering, robbing, and burning, 
is a ranchero, at one time claiming to be an Amorican and at another a Mexican 


citizen. Atthe time General Taylor arrived on the banks of the Rio Grande he was 
u soldier in General Arista’s army 

Who, as the Senate will remember, was the general in command of 
the Mexican forces at the battle of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma 
on the Sth and 9th of May, 1846, the opening battles of the Mexican 
war. 
years been noted as a lawless, desperate man. 

Ten years ago he was indicted for murder, and the sheriff ted to arrest 
him, which made him for a long period keep out of the way, until the witnesses 
were gone. In 1854 he n began to be seen about; but no Cffort was mado to ar- 
rest him until in the s 1 of 1859, when ho was indicted for horse · stealing. and ho 
has since been a fugitive from jus: When be came to town ho was always well 

dri OR Ial some of his friends around him, making it dangerous to ini 
W. X 
* > * * * 


* * 

On the 13th of July last he was in Brownsville with some of his ranchero friends, 
when a man who was formerly a servant of his was arrested by the city marshal for 
abusing a coffee-house-keeper. Cortina attempted to rescue the man. He fired 
twice on the marshal, the second shot 8 him in the shoulder. He mounted 
his horse, took the prisoner up behind him, and with his friends around him rode 
off, defying the authorities to arrest him. He esca; to Matamoras, and there 
was tre with consideration and lauded as the defender of Mexican rights, 

* * * 


Before da t on the morning of the 28th of , Cortin 
lig ot Barcel Sa g 0 September, a entered the 


Which is a town of the State of Texas and of the United States— 


terfere 


1 gos!” (Death to Americans!) “ Viva Mex- 
The city was already in h egen er. with sentinels at the corners of the 
3 streets and armed men riding about. He avowed his determination to 


il the Americans, but assured Mexicans and foreigners that they should not be 
Thus was acity of two thousand to three thousand 


molested. tants, occu- 


pa by a band of armed banditti—a thing till now unheard of in these United 


tates. 

He made his headquarters in the deserted garrison of Fort Brown, and sent 
mounted men through the streets hunting up their enemies. He broke open the 
pi liberated the prisoners, knocked off their irons, and had them join him. He 

illed tho jailer, Johnson, a constable named Morris, young Nesle in his 
bed ; and two Mexicans were after Glavecke, the woundod city marshal, and others, 


That is not the statement of a Texan. That isnot an exaggeration, 
gotten up for the purpose of plunging this country into war, but is 
the official statement of one of the United States best Army officers. 

Cortina was now a hero, adored by the women of his country, 
believed in by the men, and feared by his government. He remained 
at and about Brownsville defiantly until the arrival of Major Heintz- 
elman with United States troops, on the night of December 5, 1859. 

You will bear in mind that he took possession of that country on 
the 13th of July, 1859, and remained there from that time to the 10th 
day of December, 1859, unfurling the flag of Mexico on the soil of 
the United States, sustaining and defending that flag with armed 
men upon our soil. I quote from the very able and exhaustive report 
of the special committee appointed by the House of is, gy vinden 
5 tho first session of the Forty-f Congress. I from pages 

and 5: 

Cortina established himself subsequently on the American sido of the river above 
Brownsville, where he collected meu and arms. He repulsed an attack mado on 
his position by a number of Americana, assisted by national guards from Mata- 
moras, with some artillery, on the 2ith of October. Tho ero of Texas sent 
out forces against Cortina. Several fights took place in the chaparral, in which 
Cortina maintained his position, Major Heintzelman says: 

And I again quote from that distinguished officer— 

“Cortina was now a man. He had defeated the gringos,' and his position 
was impregnable, He the Mexican flag fiying in his camp, and numbers were 
flocking to his standard.” 

Bear in mind that that was on the soil of our country: 


When he visited Matamoras he was received as the cham of his race, as 
the man who would right the wrongs of the Mexicans and drive back the hated 
Americans to the Nueces.” 

The committee say: 

Major Heintzelman arrived, in command of United States on the night ot 


the 5th of December at Brownsville. He took command, and, 

of United States troops, Texas ra and volunteers, dislodged Cortina and 

finally defeated him at Rio Grande City on the 27th of December. Cortina crossed 

over Mto Mexico and established himself there. Oncò more ho crossed over to the 

a side ona raid. We close this account by another quotation from Major 
‘8 A 

n Most of his arms, ammunition, and supplies to maintain his forces for so many 
months came from Mexico, and principally from Matamoras.” 

Matamoras is immediately opposite to Brownsville, and is ono of 
the most important and flourishing towns on the Mexican side of the 
Rio Grande. 

Most of the men were from the towns and ranches along the Rio 
Grande. On the Mexican side he always found a market for his plunder. He was 
styled in orders General on Gefe“ and he went about with a y-guard. 

he whole conntry Brownsville to Rio Grande City, one hundred and 
twenty miles, end back to the Arroyo Colorado, has been laid waste. There is not 
an American, or any property belonging toan American, that could be destroyed in 
this large tract of country. Their horses and cattle were driven across into Mexico 
and there sold, a cow, with acalf by hor side, for a dollar. 

Defeated by Major Heintzelman, he fled to the Mexican side and 
was received with open arms. The sympathies of his people went 
out to this bold defender of what they were pleased to term Mexican 
honor. He recruited, armed and equipped his force in Mexico, and 
at intervals amused himself by firing across the river at our men and 
at steamboats plying the river. He killed a United States soldier by 
firing across the river by way of diversion. The evidence is to be 
found in the same report, pago 5. A 

During the interval of tho late war Cortina was not heard of on this 
side the river, because the vast commerce along that river during that 
period had brought people from everywhere. It was not safe to try 
it, but he was not idle on his own side. He was paving the way to 
83 power. I quote from the testimony of Colonel John S. Haynes, 

nited States collector of the Brownsville district, taken before 
the committee already referred to, and of which Hon. GUSTAVE 
ScHLEICHER, the distinguished Representative of the Rio Grande 
district, was chairman; the part read is from 49 and 50 of the 
evidence furnished with the committee's report, as follows: 

But I would call the attention of the committee to a short episode of Mexican 


history reported by the Mexican commission in their defense Gortina, a pages 
149, 150. It is shown that, on the Sth of October, 1863, Cortina, then a lieutenunt- 
colonel in the Mexican army, overthrew and imprisoned Governor Ruix, and made 
a eee Cobos, who crossed over from Brownsville that night governor of Ta- 
maulipas. x 
Cortina made governors! I will show that he was more than the 
Warwick of the border before I finish, 


On the 6th, Cobos proclaimed himself also commander of the forces. That night 
he and his second in command were arrested by Cortina, and before breakfast on 
the 7th they were shot to death. Ruiz was re-installed as governor on the 9th ; but 
a few hours after, again revolted, Ruiz fortunately escaping, and Jesus de 

was made governor. Ruiz collected a force and returned to Matamoras, 
and on the Ist of phe gad wen was again installed as governor, and on the 12th 
was again driven out by Cortina, who then proclaimed himself governor. 


He surpassed Warwick! 


And the eral government (says the report) accepted the condition of thin 
which had end consummated at Matamoras, and shortly after conferred the ran 

of general on Cortina, (page 151.) And yet the commission claims that 
“when the moral condition of our frontier is far superior to that of Texas it does 
tone the proper that the canses of the existing criminality of the counties situated 


Bravo should be looked for on the Mexican . 


wel. 


ith a mixed force * 
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It will be borne in mind that Bravo is the Mexican name for the 
same river which I have called the Rio Grande. 

Was this man Cortina, then bearing the commission of a lieutenant- 
colonel, court-martialed and shot? Oh, no. Was he tried by the 
civil authorities for murder? Oh, no; that would not have been en 
règle. He was simply promoted to the rank of brigadier-general in 
the Mexican army, left in the office of governor of Tamaulipas, which 
he had usurped, and placed in command of all the forces in that 
State. Only this, and nothing more! A great man was “ Cheno,” the 
pet name by which these border ruffians call him. From that day 
till his arrest not long since he was the curse of the border. 

Such is the leader and such are the men with whom you, Benatar, 
are confronted to-day. Ah, but they say Cortina was arrested an 
taken to the City of Mexico not many months x 
arrested for disobedience of orders. It was said, but I suppose no one 
believed it, that he was to be tried for his great crimes, and that at 
last—the Central Government having possessed itself of his person 
peace would reign along the borders. Heis simply the idol of the 
Capitol, the observed of all observers, the impersonation of the Mexi- 
can idea of a hero sans peur et sans reproche. And to-day his emissa- 
ries are busy all along the line stirring up a new reyolution, and by 
way of recreation invading Texas, stealing cattle, breaking jails, 
shooting down jailers, grievously wounding 8 attorneys, 
and releasing murderers and horse thieves. This last is just what 
they did on the night of the 11th of August last at Rio Grande City 
as evidenced by tlie records from the State Department and General 
Ord’s report, already cited. 

From the close of the late war down to this good hour Mexicans 
along the border have been guilty of one continuous chain of crimes. 
The testimony accompanying the report to which I have referred 
shows that they have carried their robberies and murders out one 
hundred and fifty miles from the Rio Grande, near to Corpus Christi; 
that the argo cattle ranches on the best grazing lands in the Uni 
States have been broken up, and that cattle—not by thousands, but 
by hundreds of thousands—have been stolen by these Mexican raiders 
and driven into Mexico, and many thousands sold to the Merican Gov- 
~ ernment, while a large Mexican contract with Cuba was filled out of 
Texas cattle stolen by Mexican thieves. This testimony may be 
found not only accompanying the able report quoted from, but in 
documents pertaining to . business from the Thirty-sixth 
Congress to the present ; in the message of the President of the United 
States to first session Forty-fourth Congress; in military reports 
in the War Department; in official communications in the State 
Department; in joint resolutions of the Legislature of Texas, pre- 
sented in both Houses of Congress; in a memorial of the convention 
that framed the constitution of the State, likewise presented in both 
Houses, and in the petitions of the people of Texas who suffered so 
greatly. To all this should be added the official reports of the adju- 
tant-general of Texas, General Steele, specially entrusted on behalf 
of the State with peace on the frontier; the official communications 
of Governor Coke, late governor of the State, and now an honored 
member of this body, and the present Governor Hubbard, and the 
able and exhaustive report of the House committee, with its accom- 
panying evidence already referred to. The character of this able 
committee, made up of gentlemen well known throughout the coun- 
try and of opposite sides in polities, should give to their report, it 
seems to me, very great weight. And all this testimony from the gov- 
ernment of Texas, from the President of the United States, from the 
State Department, the War Department, and from Congress—concurs, 
There is no material discrepancy. It is abundant, overwhelming, 
conclusive. I invite the careful attention of Senators to this testi- 
mony. It is too voluminous to read with these remarks, but an ex- 
amination will show that I am fully sustained by evidence at every 
point. 

It has been charged that these raids were reciprocal; that Texas 
men raided Mexico as much as Mexicans raid Texas. Every witness 
without exception before the committee says this is false. General 
Ord being questioned on this point says on page 31 of his testimony: 


I inquired carefully when I was down there to ascertain if any raid had been 
commi by Americans on Mexicans, and I could not hear of a single instance. 


And he adds: 


Besides, on the Mexican side of the lower Rio Grande, so far as I could see, 
there is nothing to steal. (See same page.) 


Yes, he was 


And that is true. There is absolutely nothing to steal over there | ha 


save such stealing as might be done by one of them of the other of 
property stolen from Texas. Outside of Matamoras, Mexico, which 
is just across the river from Brownsville, the people are poor. All 
the testimony shows that the majority have no visible means of su 
port. All the testimony on the point shows that these stolen cattle 
are driven to market, mainly to Monterey, Mexico, a flourishing place 
of twenty-five or thirty thousand people, about one hundred and fifty 
miles from Brownsville, where the price of beef, as the testimony 
shows, is regulated by the success or failure of raids on Texas cattle, 
or it is sold 5 the 1 of the Jarioa 3 8 
urposes, and in one instance proven, a arge contract for the delive: 
Pe beeves in Cuba was filled ae of stolen Texas cattle. a 
Captain H. C. Corbin, United States Army, stationed at Fort Brown. 
Texas, gave his testimony before the committes, March 1, 1876, and 
states that he has served three years and six mont hs on the frontier, and 


being asked, “ Did any case ever come to your knowledge of parties 
raiding from this side into Mexico and stealing from the Mexicans ?” 
answers, “Never; I never heard of such a case.“ And yet two thou- 
sand miles from the border you find that people know so much more 
about our business than we know ourselves that it is in their mouths 
that we of Texas are raiding upon Mexico as much as the people of 
Mexico are raiding upon us. Here the department commander of the 
military department of Texas, an honored officer of the United States 
Government, swears that he examined carefully and he could hear of 
no case of that kind. Here is an officer who been stationed for 
three years and a half onthe bank of the river as a captain command- 
ing a post, and he says the same thing; he never heard of it. 
might pile up cumulative evidence, but, the witnesses quoted bein, 
Uni States Army officers, wholly disinterested, intelligent, an 
thoroughly reliable, it will scarcely be deemed necessary to carry this 
int further. It is untrue that raiders go from Texas to Mexico. 

f honor and honesty would not act as restraints, as they certainly 
have, the conclusive point in General Ord’s testimony, “there is 
nothing there to steal,” settles that question. We have ap ed for 
redress in every form, but so far in vain, There is biting and deserved 
sarcasm in the indorsement put on a report of cattle-stealing made 
by Captain Sheridan, commanding the post of Ringgold Barracks, De- 
cember 9, 1872. The papers having been decorated with a sufticiency 
of red tape tinally reached General Sheridan, at Chicago, January 3, 
1873, who indorsed thus—and you will bear in mind that General 
Sheridan commands the military division of the Missouri, of which 
the military Department of Texas is part: 

The especial attention of the Government has been so nently called to the depre- 
dations of Mexicans Ad the frontier of Texas oot ae 3 simply sub- 
mits these additional facts. 

He had called the attention of his Government time and again and 
so repeatedly to these outrages, and received no effective response 
that he says, “I simply submit these papers.” What a commentary i 
They may be found in the executive document, Foreign Relations, 
first session, Forty-third Congress, 1873~74, volume 1, page 646. 

Lest there may be a doubt as to the character and extent of the 
outrages complained of, Inow call attention to the conclusion drawn 
by the committee before referred to. I quote from page 6 of their 
report, as follows: 

It will be seen that the constant and immense robbery of cattle, which is the 
basis of this entire system of outrages, has, in these later statements— 


And they are referring to the testimony in regard to murder and 
house-burning, taken before that committee, and the robbery of Fed- 
eral offices, post-offices, and internal-revenue offices 
hardly been mentioned, as the murders and other crimes which have grown out 
3 The question with the people has become one of existence, 
Dn f 


And I would that that sentence could reach the ear and conscience 
of every Senator on this floor. It is now with us a question of existence. 
The question with the people has become one of existence, not of pecuniary loss. 

And on the point I have distinctly made, that the charge that de 
redations were committed by Texans on Mexican soil is utterly with- 
out foundation in fact and isnot sustained by one scintilla of evidence 
Iagain quote from the committee’s report and from the late Secre- 
tary of State, Hon. Hamilton Fish, this evidence, to be found on page 
9 as follows: 3 

It will be noticed that Colonel Christo— 

A Mexican officer— 
indicates that the robberies are committed by robbers of both sides, and that the 
losses and sufferings are mutual. This is the continual charge of the Mexicana, 
repeated again and again with unblushing effrontery. 

And this charge is repeated in many portions of this country with 
unblushing effrontery, and with a total and stupid ignorance of the 
facts existing upon the Rio Grande, and I have proven it conclusively 
and abundantly. 

‘This committee have, after — 5 search, been unable to find a rg caso of a 

jundering raid from Texas into Mexico. Hon. Hamilton Fish, in his letter of May 
bo, 1875, to Mr. Foster, states, with full knowledge of all the facts, as follows — 

And, sir, you will find probably hundreds of letters in this great 
manuscript lying before me, addressed by the Secretary of State to 
the minister at Mexicoin regard to these depredations— 

“Tt may be regarded as frivolous to seek toj the hostile incursions into our 
territory A eai of retaliation for sog tb from this side, There 
ve been none such 

Mark the words of the Secretary: There have been none such.” 
Will you believe the statement of the Secretary of State, whose 
cial charge and duty it is to look well to the interests of this coun- 
try with foreign nations, and the statement of a man whose clar- 
acter for truth and veracity stands so high as that of the late Secretary 
of State, and who performed his duties so wisely and well? Will you 
believe what he states about it ? 

“ There have been none such, and proof of the contrary is challenged." 

The people of Texas have likewise challenged proof time and 
again, and not one scintilla of evidence has ever been brought for- 
ward; and yet the ch is iterated and reiterated, and has even 
passed from the border of Mexico and is alleged in many portions of 
this country; the same charge absolutely proven to be false by Gen- 
eral Ord, commanding the department; by Captain Corbin, command- 
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ing one of the posts on the border; by Hon. Hamilton Fish, Sec- 
retary of State; by the able and distinguished House committee 
whose duty it was to investigate the whole facts, and who made this 
report, 

“Indeed, the charge is improbable on the face, Fone the fact that Mexico, near 


the border, holds out no temptation to plunderers this side, while the reverse 
is the case in respect to baits in Texas for Mexicans.” 


Thus speaks the Secretary of State. 
The proof— 

Say the committee— 
has been challe: in.vain. With the continued charges made and reiterated by 
the Mexicans not a single special case has ever been stated. 

No, sir; notwithstanding the call for the proof, not a single special 
case was stated, nor can be. : 

If this testimony is not sufficient to convince, it is vain to submi 
evidence. I have shown conclusively that the murders, robberies, 
arsons, jail-breakings, release of prisoners confined for crime, capture 
of a town and the murder of some of its citizens, the holding under 
the Mexican flag by an armed band of Mexican desperadoes of a por- 
tion of the territory of the United States, have been baer e by 
Mexican citizens on American soil; that the honor of our flag has 
not been vindicated ; that obedience and protection have been widely 
apart. I have shown further that not a single instance of counter- 
raiding by our people, on Mexico, has been shown or attempted. I 
charge further that American citizens (not of Mexican origin) have 
been driven to the towns as the only security for life, abundantly 
proven in this manuscript lying before me. I charge that the profit- 
able business of stock-raising has been severely crippled, and in places 
broken up, by these raids within the country lying between the 
Nueces and Rio Grande. Ich that such is the terror which these 
people inspire over the cattle-herders and ranchmen on the Texas 
side, who are mainly of Mexican blood, that it is difficult to obtain 
warning of raids or information of any kind concerning these raids, 
and that in numbers of instances, when information has been given, 
the witnesses were marked and soon murdered. And I aver that each 
and every charge here is abundantly sustained by the evidence in 
documents accessible tothe Senate. And up to this time we have 
had neither indemnity for the past nor security for the future. 

Now, Mr. President, I have truthfully gone over the history of our 
border troubles running through a period of eighteen years. Is there 
aremedy? Sir, it is idle to talk about treaties. From the organiza- 
tion of Mexico under her constitutional form of government in 1824 
down to this present hour, more than half a century, I make the 
statement that but one man ever duly elected President of the Repub- 
lic of Mexico served out his fall term, Juarez; that gurna ta period 
she has had nearly fifty men claiming to be Presidents of Mexico; that 
there is a chronic state of revolution in that country; that the strong- 
est man is the one who wins; that “ might makes right;“ and I charge 
that the man who is the pretended President of Mexico to-day is a 
usurper, Porfirio Diaz, who unlawfully wrested the power of the cen- 
tral government from the hands of Lerdo who had been lawfully 
elected by the people President of Mexico and duly installed in the 
office. I charge that it requires all the power of the Diaz government 
to maintain itself in the palace in the capital of Mexico; that he has 
no power whatever to enforce the law or his orders upon the frontier 
of the Rio Grande. 

I have proven that in the noted ontrage, which occurred only last 
August the best endeavors on his part to have these men extradited 
under the treaty made between the United States Government and 
Mexico by Mr. Corwin, acting on behalf of the United States, and 
Lerdo, acting for Mexico, were unsuccessful. The Mexicans contend 
that under that extradition treaty they are not required to give up 
men, citizens of Mexico, who hadi committed crimes in the territory 
of the United States. That the words of the treaty “not bound to 
give up” left a discretion to be exercised as to whether or not they 
would deliver up citizens of their country committing crimes in ours, 
When the demand for these men was made by the extradition com- 
missioner on behalf of Texas, Hon. John C. Russell, he appealed 
to the treaty which pave them the power in their discretion and judg- 
ment to deliver up these men; he appealed to international law and 
ibe comity of nations and the order of President Diaz to his officers 
to deliver them up. The contemptuous reply of his officers on the 
Rio Grande was a resignation, from the governor all the way down. 
He could not doit. The time has never been that the President of 
the central government could control the outlying states, and notably 
Tamaulipas, with its Zona Libre bordering the Rio Grande, filled 
with smugglers, robbers, cattle thieves, and murderers. 

But what else, sir? The condition of Mexican society on the right 
bank of the Rio Grande is exceptional, and perhaps there is not 
within the broad limits of civilized nations a more accursed popula- 
tion than that which is assembled on the right bank of the Rio 
Grande, growing out of what is termed by their law the zona libre, 
or free zone. 

What is that zona libre, Mr. President? In 1859 the Mexican gov- 
ernment promulgated a law laying off a belt of territory six leagues in 
width—about seventeen miles—up and down the Rio Grande about 
three hundred miles, bounded on the one side by the Rio Grande and 
on the other by an imaginary line. Within that free belt are sit- 
uated the trading towns of Reynoso, Matamoras, Camargo, Guerrero, 


and perhaps one or two others that have the same privileges. Goods 
can be carried to either one of these towns free of duty. They pay 
no import duties within that belt to anybody. The goods are deliv- 
ered to the merchants and put into their stores in these named places 
and they have a right to sell those goods to whomsoever they please. 
It is true the law goes on and says that if they take them out of the 
free belt for consumption elsewhere they must pay the duty before 
crossing the line. But when the merchant sells the to his cus- 
tomer the merchant is under no obligation to inquire of that cus- 
tomer where he is going to take the goods; the result of which is 
that within the limits of the free belt are congregated, besides mur- 
derers and cattle-thieves, smugglers from every country, men without 
visible means of existence. 

The attention of the Mexican government has again and again been 
called by the State Department to that matter, and so far back as 
the 4th of December, 1871, President Grant called the attention of 
Congress to the condition of affairs on the border in his annual mes- 
sage of that date, in which he uses this language : 


The blic of Mexico has not yet repealed the very objectionable laws estab- 
lishing what is known as the “freo zono” on the frontier of the United States. 
It is hoped that this may yet be done, and also that more stringent measures may 
be taken by that republic for restraining lawless ns on its frontiers. I ho 
that Mexico, by its own action, will soon relieve Government of the difficul: 
experienced from these causes. 


What was the answer? You may take up the papers of the sh J 
of Mexico of that date, take up the 15 7 called the Nineteen 
Century, (Siglo XIX,) or the Diario, the official paper of the govern- 
ment of Mexico, and you will find argument after argument by most 
able and distinguished lawyers of Mexico directed to that portion of 
the President’s message to which I have referred, and endeavoring 
to overthrow the e made by the President that that was dan- 
gerous to peace and quiet mee the frontier of the United States. It 
exists to-day. This zona libre is a matter of necessity with the con- 
tral government of Mexico. It was put there, in my judgment, be- 
cause the central government, really having no power over the out- 
lying states, desired to throw out a bait to secure the action of 
Tamaulipas to aid the central government; second, to destroy the 
commerce along our border on the side of the United States, and it 
has had a fearful effect on our border in that diréction, greatly lessen- 
ing the commercial importance of our border towns ; and third, and 
last, the effect (whether designed or not) has been to herd together 
in that belt, six leagues or about seventeen miles in width and about 
three hundred miles long up and down the river, a population the 
most pestiferous that ever cursed the earth; and this population, 
having, as all the esamo shows, no visible means of support, lives 
by smuggling and by cattle-stealing from the people of Texas; and 
hence it is that Cortina has no difficulty whatever in organizing a 
raid into Texas because he has the best material for his purpose on 
earth right at hand. 

Bearing in mind, Mr. President, the character of this population 
and this jong series of outrages 1 upon the poopie of Texas, 
the first question will arise, Why have they not been checked? It 
is a natural question. I was asked a few days by a very intelli- 

nt gentleman, “ Why do you not send your militia there and stop 
them?” Talk about keeping a militia on a frontier line for eighteen 
years! It is not an exceptional and sporadic case of raiding into our 
country, but it is reduced to an exact science; it is kept up year in 
and year out, and has been kept up thus for all these long years since 
1858. 

The militia cannot stop it, for it would be exceedingly unwise to 
take them for a long period from their legitimate business. But we 
must bear in mind that when the compact of union was framed the 
States gave up their right to keep armies and navies in time of peace, 
and entered into a compact by which this Government obligated and 
bound itself to provide for the common defense. It is therefore not 
for the State to do; for it is not only the territory of the State of 
Texas, but it is the territory of the United States. It is not alone 
the destrnetion of the lives and property of the popie of Texas, but 
it is an insult to the honor of our „and hurtful to free govern- 
ment. 

What, then, do we propose to do? Do you expect aid by treaties? 
Do you not know, sir—is there an intelligent man in the land who 
does not know that this displaced President, the lawful President of 
Mexico, Sebastiano Lerdo, is doing all in his power to get back his 
rights all over Mexico and along the Rio Grande border? He has 
his emissaries endeavoring to organize a revolution to come to his 
own again. Diaz is a usurper, without lawful power; but, like wise, 
sagacious, educated usurpers in all times and countries, he is emi- 
nently conservative and conciliatory, and endeavors to carry ona 
just and equitable government; and I have no doubt that he wants 
to do right by our country, but he has not the power to do it. If he 
can maintain himself in his place, it is all that he can do. 

In addition to this, the emissaries of this man, Cortina, are along 
the Rio Grande frontier ENE to stir up strife, in order that he 
may come back and be again the bold defender of the so-called honor 
of the Mexican people, and resume his rôle of murderer and robber 
of Texas cattle. And bearin mind, Mr. President, that from the close 
of the Mexican war down to now those people in the state of Tamau- 
lipas across the line have been indoctrinated in the belie? that that 
country between the Rio Grande and the Nueces is rightfully theirs. 
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They are taught that, and Bias belies it; and they believe that the 
only crime in murder and robbery and cattle-stealing over in Texas 
is the crime of being caught. . 

In this unsettled condition of things, I ask you if a wise govern- 
ment will not in peace prepare for war? It is said that the people of 
Texas seek war with Mexico. What a ridiculous absurdity! The 
people of Texas have common sense. They understand their inter- 
cst as other people understand theirs. Witha population flowinginto 
our State annually of three hundred thousand, when the wealth of 
the State has been doubled in the last three years, when the next ap- 
portionment for F will show bet ween fifteen and twenty Rep- 
resentatives on the floor of the other House for the State of Texas, I 
ask if any wise man in Texas would endeavor to plunge this country 
into war G Borel great stream of wealth which is pouring into 
our State might be diverted into some other channel? It is foolish. 
Texas wants no war. . 

It is said that we want more territory ; that we are anxious to get 
the territory across the Rio Grande. 

Why, Mr. President, the territory of Texas to-day is as large as all 
New England, all the Middle States, Ohio, Illinois, and several thon- 
sand square miles thrown in for count, The territory of Texas 
to-day is more than one-third of the entire territory of the United 
States at the adoption of the Constitution of the United States. 
What do we want with more territory? What we do want is peace, 
and an enterprising, energetic, hardy immigration to fill up our waste 
places and add to the wealth, prosperity, and political influence of 
our great State. War will not do this; peace and protection most 
certainly will. 

Besides, we know that the people over there nre aliens to us in 
blood, aliens to us in their social habits. and political education, 
aliens in every sense of the word, taught, reared, from childhood to 
hate the name of American and nigger a 8 always call Ameri- 
cans by the name “ Gringo.” What good, I ask, would it do to re- 
move the line from the Rio Grande to the Sierra Madre? It would 
be simply removing the line of contention, not the cause. We are 
too wise to want 3 of that kind. We have territory enough 
of our own. We are seeking to settle up our own territory, onr own 
country, and we want no more. Bat, sir, we have a right to come in, 
not as petitioners asking the charity of the United States Govern- 
ment, but as one of the sovereign States of this American Union, and 
we say our country has been invaded by a foreign people, the lives 
of our citizens have been taken from them lawlessly and wantonly, 
our property has been destroyed, and under the Constitution of our 
common country we demand protection. It is protection we want, 
and if we do not get protection, as it ought to come, from this Gov- 
ernment—under the eternal laws of God and the law of man, the great 
law of self-preservation, we will peace ourselves, and if war ensues 
it is not our fault. We ask this Government to give us that protec- 
tion to which we are justly and constitutionally entitled, and we ask 
nothing more. 

Then, Mr. President, to come to the point as to the necessary force 
on the Rio Grande, my ition in defense of the frontier and the 
whole ex frontier of the United States is no new one. I have 
stood up in this Senate Chamber voting solitary and alone on this side 
in favor of it. Whenever the time comes in my history that I shall 
desert the frontier, whenever the time comes that I am not willing 
to extend ample protection to the man who lives on the frontier, to 
his wife and his children, then my usefulness will be gone forever. 
Sir, when the time comes in these days of reform, and retrenchment, 
and economy, when I shall put the blood of the frontiersmen and their 
wives and children (whether those frontiersmen be on the Mexican 
border of Texas or anywhere along the line clear up to the extreme 
northwestern settlements)—whenever I shall put the blood of these 
men who make States, because they do make them, or the blood of 
their wives or of their children, in the scale on the one side and put 
the nickel in on the other, then I should emigrate from Texas. No, 
sir. I have said here, and I repeat again, “ millions for defense, not 
one cent for tribute.” No man believes more in wise economy than I 
do, and true economy tells us that in dealing with Mexicans and In- 
dians, who respect nothing but visible physical power, place enough 
of that power in sight, overawe them and thus prevent war, and thus 
save both precious blood and money as well. Any other course is 
penny wise and pound foolish, 

Isay that it is the bounden duty of this Goverument to give us that 
protection along the frontier which is effective, not a mere attenu- 
ated line, such as we have had for many years; for let me tell you 
that the only thing a Mexican fears is physical power manifested, 
made visible. He cares nothing for your treaties ; he does not believe 
in the power of the United States Government, because he has never 
seen it. You may talk to him about its great power, but the Mexi- 
cans believe in their hearts that to-day they are able to whip the 
United States. We have had nothing but a weak, attenuated line 
along that border; and but a few days ago, when raiders came over 
into our country, General Ord, commanding, was compelled not to 
follow, because he had no force to follow them across the line. What- 
ever number may be necessary, beit five thousand men or ten thonsand 
men, to protect the frontier, 1 say I will vote the reqnisite number; 
and I say more, that had the Indian frontier been protected properly, 
as it ought to have been, there would have been no massacre of Cus- 
ter and his men, there would haye been no escape of Sitting Bull, 


there would have been no war with Chief Joseph. These men fear 
power, and it is all they do fear, and you must manifest that power. 

So I say that I for one believe in protecting amply and effectively 
the entire frontier of the United States and placing a sufficient force 
along the frontier to make this protection effective. You must not 
think they are there as they are here in the States, where you can 
concentrate to-day, in any city in the country,an army in twelve 
hours, made up of volunteer companies properly armed and equipped. 
Each place attacked must depend on itsown strength, and that place 
must be sufficiently strong to render the needed assistance to the 
settlements, and every day and every hour this Government fails to 
give the frontier protection it is acting in direct and palpable viola- 
tion of its constitutional duties and obligations. 

I do not ask you to increase the Army, but I do say put it up to its 
lawful standard of twenty-five thousand men. I say you haye gotit 
to do because you cannot protect your frontier without these men. 
That portion of our country of which I have been speaking demands 
a large portion of these twenty-five thonsand, and other portions of 
tho frontier also demand part, and I shouid be untrue to myself if I 
should ask for Texas what I would not be willing to grant to other 
portions of the Union. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I should like to ask the Senator from Texas 
whether he thinks twenty-five thousand men would give amplo pro- 
tection to all the frontier? 

Mr. MAXEY. I will endeavor to answer the Senator’s question. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I do not wish to interrupt the Senator. 

Mr. MAXEY. Certainly not. I will auswer presently any question. 
The number of the Army now, at its full standard, is twenty-five 
thousand men. At this extra session we should not propose to cut 
down or to increase it, but we should fill it up fully and completely 
to the standard of twenty-five thousand men, leaving the change, if 
change is needful, to the regular session when we will have moro 
time for investigation. I was going to observe that I have heard it 
said that the Army has been used for unlawful p Therefore 
abolish it! That is the logical conclusion, because if we cut it down 
for that reason we ought to destroy it entirely. 

Let us see how that is. In two, and only two, administrations, so 
far as I remember, has that charge ever been made: first, during the 
administration of Mr. Buchanan, in respect to Kansas matters; and 
second, during the Administration of President Grant, for sending 
troops to Louisiana and South Carolina, thischarge was made. Now, 
what is the result? The Army went where Grant sent them becauso 
the reconstruction act, the civil-rights bill, the enforcement act, the 
law which I believe the worst kind of law, authorized the President 
of the United States to send them down there; and the President is 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army and the Navy of the United 
States under the Constitution. If ho exercised his power arbitrarily 
and improperly—and I am one who believes he did—then there is a 
remedy, anıl a complete remedy, beginning in the other House and 
oe here. The Army was improperly used; therefore the Army 
should be abolished! That is the argument. If that proves any- 
thing, it proves too much. Congress has passed many Jaws that have 
met with the universal execration and condemnation of the American 
people ; as witness the alien and sedition laws during the time of the 
elder Adams, and the laws I have referred to, in one portion of the 
Union in later times, Congress has not only done so, but it has been 
decided by the Supreme Court time and again “that Congress has 

laws in contravention of the Constitution.” Con, 

one wrong ; therefore abolish Congress! The President of the United 
States, according to this theory, has in the two instances which I have 
named, and in another most notable instance, where the Supreme 
Court of the United States, speaking through the late Justice Davis 
now an honored member of this body, told the great and lamented 
Lincoln that his proclamation authorizing the formation of a civil 
commission in the State of Indiana in time of for the trial of 
citizens not in the Army or Navy, was unconstitutional, null, and 
void. The President violated the Constitution ; therefore abolish the 
Presidency! Allhonor to the operas Court for its manly defense of 
the Constitution in times of peri 

Well, sir, there area t many others who believe that the Su- 
prono Court has not paid that strict attention to the law and the 

act in every instance that should have been paid; therefore, abol- 
ish your Supreme Court. What have you got left? It will not 
do to rely on the Navy, for I believe that would be all that would be 
left, for they have been investigating that for years. That is the 
character of thisargument. If it proves anything it proves too much. 
In the course of nearly a century under a constitutional Government, 
in two isolated instances, the Army has been unwisely and impro 
erly used, and it is the universal law of right reason, that it will 
not do to draw general and hasty conclusions from exceptional cases. 
But the cause is to-day removed. There is, so far as I know, no- 
where in the broad limits of this Union any people under the «gis of 
our flag that are overawed by the military arm; but the President is 
doing his constitutional duty. The troops who were once east of the 
Mississippi River, where they ought not to have been, are to-day on 
the frontier, where sey ought to be, and if any be left mey should 
go there, except enough to take care of public property. Mr. Presi- 

e 


nt, you hear the cry all along the Mexican and Indian borders, com- 
ing up all along that extended line, “ Give us protection;” and I 
say to you that it is wise economy to doso. It is wise economy to 
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give ample and complete protection; and it is foolish unwisdom to 
cut the Army down to such a small amount that they cannot afford 
effectual protection. It is because of that you have had your Sitting 
Bull war, and the massacre of Custer and his men. It is because of 
incomplete defense, of insufficient protection, that you have had 
your Chief Joseph war, It is because of insufficient protection that 
the people of Texas have lost millions upon millions of dollars of their 
property by the Mexican raids, and hundreds of the lives of their 


people, ; 

Let the United States Government discharge its constitutional 
duty and place upon the frontier of the Rio Grande country a forse 
adequate to complete protection, and let us not measure by dollars 
what that force is. In like manner all along the entire Indian line, 
wherever they are needed for protection of the frontiersmen, their 
wives and their children, give ample protection from the tomahawk 
of the savage; pare that protection which is needed. And who, I 
ask, here in civil life is so well versed in military affairs as to say 
that the General commanding the armies does not know what he is 
talking about when he recommends that the Army be kept up to 
twenty-five thousand men. Who taught them so? When did the: 
become so wise? Who can tell us that the-Secretary of War is 
mistaken, and that it ought not to be done? Who can deny the tes- 
timony which I have introduced ting my own ple? Who 
wants United States troops in the States not subject to incursions? 
What State isso imbecile that it cannot by wise laws and a pru- 
dent and firm governor protect itself with its own militia from in- 
surrection ? 

I have therefore asked in the resolution that the posts—and there 
are four there now, but they average over a hundred miles apart— 
along that line be strengthened and additional posts added and a 
complete defensive command placed upon the frontier to render to 
the people on the border of Texas that protection which they are 
entitled to under the Constitution. Do that, sir, and this conntry 
which is to-day a waste between the Nueces and the Rio Grande will 
again fill up, will again become the home of the greatest cattle 
ranches in all the United States, furnishing not oniy millions of dol- 
lars of wealth to the people, but will be adding that much to the 
common wealth of this Union. It will be doing our duty whatever 
may be the result; and if the country, as I stated before, was worth 
u war for it, it is worth providing for, it is worth protecting. 

Mr. President, I have now occupied the time of the Senate longer 
than I had designed. The subject is one which you must all know 
we of Texas feel a deep interest in. We want protection. We come 
to the place the Constitution tells us to come and demand it. We 
want no war, but we do want protection, and by the laws of God and 
man we have a right to it; and if it is not furnished to us after this 
demand made we shall be forced, much as we regret it, to take the 
protecting power into our own hands, and the consequences will be 
upon the Congress which refuses that protection. 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, I feel that although my colleague whom 
you have just heard hassoably oecupied the ground, the interest of the 

ple whom I have the honor in part to represent on this floor forbids 
that I should be silent upon the oceasion of the discussion of the resolu- 
tion now under consideration. The subject of that resolution is one 
which for many years has excited deep interest in the State of Texas; 
an interest which is not sentimental; an interest which is not an ab- 
stract one; but an interest which is material, which goes to the pros- 
perity of the country and to the well-being of the people. 
The people of these United States and this Con have heard of 
Shier oF being committed upon the Rio Grande border in Texas. 
What sort of a country is that supposed to be? What is its extent ? 


What interest resides there which should command the care of the 


National Con, ? Its extent is about forty thousand square miles. 
The section of country between the Rio Grande and Nueces River is 
as large as the great State of Ohio. Its population by the census of 


4870 was 27,180. Its exports in 1875, of wool, beef, and stock cattle 
alone were $2,970,000 in gold, and that when only 10 per cent. of its 
original wealth remained undisturbed by thieves and robbers from 
Mexico. I assert that, Mr. President, upon the authority of a joint 
resolution of the Legislature of the State of Texas, a committee of 
which body took evidence upon that subject. 

That is the interest here involved ; forty thousand square miles of 
territory with its population and wealth entitled to the protection of 
the flag of this Government, entitled to “the last man and the last 
dollar,“ if need be, in its defense; a section of country comprising ter- 
ritory sufficient for a first-class e ria abounding in all the ele- 
ments of wealth—it is that country that we ask you here to-day to 
protect. Thegrazing country of this continent is between the Neuces 
and the Rio Grande; it isthe meat-house of the Southwest. Your beef 
is raised there by simply putting the brand upon the calf and allowing 
DIRI eat the nutritious grasses that spring up on every acre of that 

rritory. 

Mark yon, Mr. President, the e 
the products of the stock-raiser. Their stock grow and live upon 

; they require no labor except to see them once a year perhaps. 
iverything that is asked by the people who inhabit this country is 
to keep foreign marauders and invaders from depredating upon them 
and upon their flocks and herds so peculiarly exposed acs Fi roaming 
upon the broad plains of that country. 
I hold in my hand a report made by a committee of the House of 


„of this country are purely 


pee. revs bia. of which Hon. GUSTAVE SCHLEICHER, the immediate 
and direct representative of this country of which I am now speak- 
ing, was thechairman. That report issigned: Gustave SCHLEICHER, 
A. S. WILLIAMS, N. P. Banxs, S. A. Hurlbut; Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, a 
member of the committee, having been absent on account of sickness, 

That report is founded on sworn testimony, the testimony of wit- 
nesses summoned to Washington, not obscure men, not men of doubt- 
ful reputation and veracity, but men who stand the peers of any in 
the land for all that enters into the composition of true men. This 
report recommends to the Congress of the United States the adoption 
of the following resolution : 


for 
treop to number one hundred privates, 
3 shall be kept up to that strength as long as they shall be 48 in that 
service. 
Sno. 2. That in view of the inability of the national government of Moxico to 
pera the inroads of lawless parties from Mexican soil into Texas, the President 
hereby authorized, whenever in his judgment it shall be necessary for the hs 
tection of the rights of American citizens on*the Texas frontier above described, 
to order the troops when in close pursuit of the robbers with their booty to cross 
the Rio Grande, and use such means as they may find 5 recovering the 
stolen property, and checking the raids, guarding, however, in all cases against 
any unnecessary injury to peaceable inhabitants of Mexico. 


This resolution was unanimously reported. There were six dis- 
tinguished men, members of that committee, three of them republic- 
ans aud three democrats. They heard the testimony. ihe had 
before them General Ord, commanding the Department of Texas. 
They had General Hatch, in command at Brownsville, 2 75 0 had 
many subordinates of every rank. They had State officers of Texas; 
they had citizens of high standing before them. They had the testi- 
mony of men from the Rio Grande country, from Austin westward ; 
and u that testimony they based the recommendation of the 
resolution that I have just read. They recite that the national Mexi- 
can government is incapable of restraining these raids. They recite 
it in the resolution as a fact established by the proof before them. 
While I do not mean to read the testimony, I ask permission to quote 
a few extracts in order that Senators may know that it is not an 
idle clamor that has been raised in Texas upon this question, but that 
it isa real grievance, not only a real grievance but one which under 
any other civilized government upon the globe would long since have 
invoked all its power in defense of that border. ` 

Lask you, Mr. President, and gentlemen of the Senate, as honest and 

conscientions gentlemen anxious to discharge your duty to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and to all the citizens and poopie of that 
Government equally and justly, to get from the Senate document- 
room and take to your rooms a copy of this report and examine the 
conclusions of this committee of eminent and distinguished gentle- 
men and the testimony npon which itisbased. Ihave ever been sat- 
isfied that the only thing that was needed to make the cause of Texas 
that of this great Government was that the representatives of the 
Government should be informed as to the facts, and this report will 
give the information. Here is the language of the committee: 

Meanwhile our peonio on tho border are impoverished day by day, and their lives 
are held by aslender tenure. Itis stated in the evidence before us that all the Amer- 
ican stock-raisers who could do so have abandoned their ranches and sought safety 
for their families in the towns. Business in the towns has almost - Nomer- 
chant dares to credit a country merchant ora stock-raiser, whose whole ions 
are liable every day to be swept away, burned, or otherwise destroyed. Such is 
the insecurity of life that Captain McNally, who appeared befere your committee, 
a man of known d , and a bold leader in those border fights, declares upon oath 


that no ROE Pesan pe iN. wever great, could induce him to incur the danger which 
every inhabitant of the country between the Rio Grande and Nueces incurs every 
day, and that he considers his life, as a man whose business is war, safer than that 


of any inhabitant of that district. 


That is Captain McNally, the commander of the State troops, while 
I had the honor to be in the executive chair of the State of Texas. 
This is his testimony. He died of disease contracted in that service, 
A more heroic soldier never faced an enemy. 

I refer you now to what General Ord has to say on this subject. 
He has personal knowledge of the condition of things in the section 
of country between the Rio Grande and Nueces Rivers in Texas, 
Who is General Ord? I have the pleasure of his personal acquaint- 
ance, and it is unnecessary that I should say to you here that no man 
whose name is upon the Army Register, who wears the honors and 
bears the trust of the Government, is better entitled to them than 
E. O. C. Ord; and if you ask a citizen of Te I care not what his 
politics may be, he will tell you that General Ord is honest and brave, 
a just man and a true soldier. General Ord in his report says: 

The most important border difficulties, however, from which the western 
of this department suffers occur on the lower Rio Grande, where some of the most 
prominent officers and wealthy merchants of that of Mexico have for some 
time been regularly en, in the business of fitting out pruo te plunder the 
stock-ranches on this side of the river, where, as was to expected from the 
Americans, there was a disposition not to submit to be e 8 Citizens who 
ee or gave information against the raiders were murdered. Shortly after I 
took command of the department, I received reports of the murder, in open day- 
light, of several prominent citizens (one of them a United States collector, another 
a United States postmaster) and the robbing of their premises; also of an attack 
upon and the killing of two of a patrol of soldiers; all done by some of the armed 
bands of Mexicans who, it was reported, were continually running large herds of 
American stock acrogs into Mexico. To such a degree were the few American in- 
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habitants of the counties Mexico intimidated by the nent murders 
bordering on by > 


and threats and 


allies amon, 


Here is the statement of General Ord that in that section of country 
of forty thousand square miles every American resident had for his 
life abandoned his pro and fled for safety to two or three towns 
on the border of the Rio Grande. This is General Ord who is speak- 


governor of the 


That is the statement of a gentleman officially and intimately 
acquainted with the whole subject, who has been many times over 
the entire country and speaks from personal observation and knowl- 
edge. He tells you that in this entire section of country every 
7 7 579 inhabitant abandoned both crops and herds for the safety 
0 1 

Your attention is again invited to the testimony of General Ord. 
Here is a question propounded to him, with his answer : 

El- Do you recollect the fact that a mail rider at one pee Rate Beas (se 
held back for some time, by one of these raiding parties, so that he not 
carry information till they were safely over? 

Answer. They capture everybody w ey encounter. While the raiding was 

which pors 4 —. after I took command) the raiders were so fre- 


aot a mili escort. It was e outside of the towns, and it was impos- 
ble to execute the laws at all. That was at tho timo previous to 's arrest, 
and it will o so again on his return. country was entirely in 

of the cattle-raiders. 


That is territory constitutionally entitled to the protection of this 
Government. Yet you are told by one of the most gallant officers of 
the Government that that country was in possession of the Mexican 
raiders. He says further: 

And my force was entirely inadequate to check them or to drive them out of the 
r $e They have always taken precautions to cover their movements and to 
keep information of their raids from spreading. As I mentioned before, where 
they discovered that information had been given of their movoments they mur- 
dered the man who sent it and the boy who took it. 

That, Mr. President and Senators, is a part of our territory. It is a 
part of the territory which Texas alone and unaided achieved a right 
to in 1 when she relied upon herself, when she did not look to the 
I g of this Government for the maintenance of her rights and honor, 
and which her sons maintained her title to with the sword. That 
ve 3 between the Nueces and the Rio Grande was taken 
and kept and held by the Republic of Texas. Her jurisdiction over 
it was never disputed until after annexation to the United States. 
She expelled from her borders and beyond the Rio Grande intruders 
upon it and maintained her right by the force of arms. But that 
territory since 1865 has been overrun, has been plundered, has been 
despoiled, so that but 10 per cent. of its original wealth remains un- 
touched and hundreds of the people have been murdered. 

Mr. MAXEY. Iwouldask permission of my colleague to read from 
the message of President Grant presented at the first session of the 
Forty-fourth Congress: 

Depredations by armed bands from Mexico on the people of Texas near the front- 
ier continue. Though the main object of these incursions is robbery, they fre- 
quently result in the murder of unarmed and peaceably disposed persons, and in 
some instances even the United States post-offices and mail communications have 
been attacked, Renewed remonstrances upon this subject have been addressed to 
the Mexican government, but without much apparent affect. The mili force 
of this Government disposable for service in that quarter is quite lequate 
to effectually guard the line even at those points where the incursions are 
ent of an armed vessel on the Rio Grande for that pur- 


Mr. COKE. Mr. President, as I have said before, the State of Texas 
achieved her title to that territory. It was disputed after annexa- 
tion by the Mexican government, and the Government of the United 
States went to war with the government of Mexico in order to main- 
tain the title of Texas to it. Yet General Ord tells you it has been 
in the possession of Mexican cattle-raiders, and that his force was not 
strong eoma to expel them. Now, I will call your attention to reso- 
Intions of the Texas Legislature passed in 1875, which I have before 
referred to, After enumerating three other grounds of complaint, 
they say: 

Fourth. That on the Lower Rio Grande, from Starr County to the Gulf of Mexico, 
these depredations upon the cattle interests have been so great and have been 
carried on to such an seeming extent that of the vast herds which but a few 
years back covered the tto the Mexican 
wero such a source of profit to the fty and hardy herdsmen, and great 
to the State, scarce 10 per cent. to-day remains to ccm the stock-raiser for 
his years and life of labor and toil, and of this amount, unless 


given, there will soon be not enough left to remind the stock-raiser of hia once 
pony wealth, and of the almost countless herds which but a sbort time since 


Here the Legislature of the State of Texas sends information to the 
Congress of the United States that 90 per cent. of the wealth of this 
gross section of country which I have described to you has been 

estroyed, has been utterly destroyed. Lask your attention further to 
the resolution and memorial of the constitutional convention of the 
State of Texas, calling the notice of Con to the condition of the 


gress 
of | Texas frontiers, -I will not trouble the Senate with reading this me- 


morial, but ask that it go with the joint resolution I have just read 
from and be appended to my remarks, 

I desire that the people of this country shall know the facts. I 
desire that Maine, and New Hampshire, and New York, and Massa- 
chusetts, and Vermont, as well as Virginia, and South Carolina, and 
Tennessee, shall know that the people of Texas have been robbed of 
90 per cent. of their values in one section of their country, and that 
hundreds upon hundreds of their people haye been slain by foreign 
marauders, who have for twelve years past waged a predatory war, 
and an unrelenting one, upon our border. Here is the voice of the 
State in her corporate capacity, both through her Legislature and 
her constitutional convention, solemnly announcing her grievance. 
I refer you also to the m of the governors of Texas to every 
session of the islature since 1865, appealing to this Government 
for protection t the spoliations of these marauders. 3 

Their appeals have been vain. Officers of the United States Gov- 
ernment, postmasters, collectors of customs, mail-riders, as well as 
citizens, have been killed by these raiders. Why, Mr. President, they 
went at one time onc hundred and forty miles into the interior of 
Texas, within seven miles of the flourishing city of Corpus Christi, 
before they were arrested. .The inhabitants of the city turned out 
for defense, and the freebooters fled with their booty, carrying with 
them women and children miles away from their homes, until they 
were compelled to drop them. These are facts; they are truths. 
The people of this Union do not know them; they do not know these 
to be facts. I invoke the attention of the Senate to these reports, 
made by honorable men of the other House, and to their conclusions 
drawn from sworn testimony. 

But again, I have spoken only of the question of values. Of late 
years the values have been lost sight of. We have ceased’ to think 
of values in the paramount consideration of the blood of our people 
that has been shed on that border. For this evidence and this testi- 
mony we are indebted to Hon. Gustave SCHLEICHER, of the House 
of Representatives. Here are seven pages, in the finest of type, the 
concisestof language, theshortest of statements, containing the names 
of men, women, and children who have been murdered and wounded 
upon that border, Here they are; anybody can see them; and they 
are only such as could be enumerated from the testimony of the few 
men who could be gotten to Washington City before that committee 
as witnesses and such others as written affidavits could be gotten from 
by mail. I turn to other pages, aud find a statement prepared by tho 
citizens of Brownsville, upon the Rio Grande, enumerating and con- 
taining a great many more instances of outrage at the hands of 
Mexicans. 

Mr. MAXEY. A statement of the best people there. 

Mr. COKE. A statement of the best people there. The very best 
people in Texas certified to them. 

Mr. President and Senators, the immediate occasion of the resolu- 
tion now before this body grows out of a call on the President for 
information with respect to a raid on Rio Grande City, and a jail de- 
livery there by Mexican robberson the 12th of August last. Iwill read 
to you a letter written by a gentleman of Rio Grande City, in reply 
to one from General Ord, asking information on this subject : 


RIO GRANDE Crry, June 8, 1875. 


GENFRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of r letter of inter- 
es, dated at San Antonio, Texas, May 25, 1875, in relation to the affairs on 
the Rio Grande. In answer, have to say: I have resided at Rio Grande City, Starr 
County, since 1848. From 1248 up to 1559 armed bands of marauders from 
different parts of Mexico into the State of Texas, robbing and murdering the citi- 
zens thereof, but not so nent as they have done since 1865. Ou tho 2ith day of 
December, 1854, about four hundred and fifty armed men, with two pices of artil- 
lery, commanded by Juan Nepomuceno Co: crossed from Matamoras and otber 
towns in Mexico, and robbed this town, and murdered four citizens of this county, 
and remained here until Major Heintzelman drove him to Mexico. The four citi- 
zens were murdered for no other reason or cause than their great desire to rob and 
murder Americans, and they. at that, time, finding it to be a lucrative business, 
have mado their raids into Texas almost daily ever since. 

The following-named citizens have been murdered by said bands of marauders 
from Mexico, in this county: William McKinney, Thomas Robinson, James Parks, 
James Patten, Silas Campbell, Jesus Réves, William M. Robertson, Captain Spears, 
John Box, Santos Garcia, James Dunn, Thomas Rolan, Thomas Marry, Pat Fox, 
2 Morel, James Beckwith and son, about twelve years old, James Hill, Will- 
iam Hill, Joseph Stone, rs — Cenac, Leon Cravalla, Thomas Havard, Jolin Con- 
ley, Barney Lyons, two sol belonging to United States Ninth Cavalry, and 
many oi whose names your relator does not remember, and for no other causo 
than they were Americans. 

It would be impossible for me to make an estimate of the amount of stock stolen 
by the said bands of marauders ffom Mexico from the stock-raisers of Texas, but 
I will say with all confidence that they have stolen over two hundred thousand 
head from them since 1865, all of which have been sold in Matamoras, Monterey, 
and other towns in Mexico, 


Two hundred thonsand head at $10 a head wonld be two million 
dollars’ worth of cattle, and here is a list from one county, the county 
of Starr, of twenty-six Americans killed whose names are given 
by this man who was the county judge of that county, and all done 
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by Mexican marauders. I ask if there is any Senator in this body 
who doubts as to the truth of the allegations that have been made of 
the insecurity of life and property and the depredations upon both 
that have been aig ay by these marauders from Mexico? If there 
is a gentleman who doubts it I ask him to state his doubt. I chal- 
lenge him to produce a single scintilla of proof and I will bring to 
sustain the a ative of the issue the testimony of every Federal 
officer who has served in the State of Texas in the Army or in the 
civil-customs service since 1865—General C. C. Augur, than whom a 
more gallant and true soldier does not live, General E. O. C. Ord, 
General Potter, now here at the Soldiers’ Home in this city, trans- 
ferred from Brownsville, Texas, an honored soldier of the Army of 
the United States. I refer to both general and subordinate officers. 
I refer to the messages to the Legislatures of Texas by the governors 
since 1865. Lrefer to the resolutions which have been p by every 
Legislature that has convened since 1865 and to the resolution of the 
constitutional convention of 1875. I refer to the concurrent testi- 
mony of all the citizens, of every man who has spoken with refereuce 
to the condition of that country. I call upon them all, and I chal- 
Jenge contradiction when I say that that section of country has been 
overrun, has been despoiled, and that its wealth has been stripped 
from it, its vey pas murdered, and in some instances its women vio- 
lated, and children taken away. That section of country since 1658 
has been more scourged than any portion of France under the ad- 
vance of the Prussian army during the late European war. There is 
no portion of the South that was so utterly stripped of its values 
during the recent civil war as has been this country between the Rio 
Grande and the Nueces since 1865 by marauders from Mexico. Does 
any one doubt it? I will refer to another report which speaks on 
this subject. There was a commission formed by a joint resolution 
of Congress in 1872 to investigate these depredations in the country 
of which Ispeak. The President of the United States was authorized 
to name three commissioners to go to the country and look into the 
matter. They went upon the ground. Let me read you a portion of 
their report: 

The commissioners feel ef warranted in expressing the = that for years 

t, especially since 1866, and even before, armed bands of Mexicans have con- 
Hum employed the safe refuge of an adjoining territory and the favorable river 
frontier to cross from Mexico into Texas, in strong parties, collect and drive away 
into Mexico unnumbered herds of cattle from this region. These thieves have, 
with astonishing boldn penetrated at times one hundred miles and even farther 
into Texas, and y day and night have carried on this wholesale plundering, employ- 
ing forceand intimidation in all cases where resistance or remonstrance was met wit! 
Confederates living along the banks of the river have been used in this nefarious 
trade, while honest residents have been forced to keep silence or flee. 

The Mexican bank of the Rio Grande 1 is occupied by numbers of ranches, 
furnishing a convenient rendezvous these marauders, whence they carry 
on openly their operations, often leading to conflicts. Pursuit to the river bank in 
many cases has been mocked at, the ineffectual efforts of customs officers and in- 
spectors have been jeered at, and this ion made to suffer from the continual 
scourge of these thieves. The butchers of frontier Mexican towns, the stock-deal- 
ers, andin many cases, the sof the various ranches on the Mexican side have 

articipated in the profits, encoura the work, and protected the offenders. The 

exican local authorities, as a rule, civil and military, have been cognizant of 
these outrages, and have (with one or two honorable 6 the of- 
fenders, defeated with technical objections attempts at recov the stolen peop 
erty, assisted in maintaining bands of thieves, or directly and openly have dealt 
in the plunder or appropriated it to their personal uses. In all cases coming before 
these corrupt oficiala, thoroughts acquainted by personal and official notification 
and public notoriety with this serious and continual breach of international rights, 
they have either protected the criminal and shared with him the property stolen, 
or else have confessed an inability to check the outr and panik tho offenders. 

6 House of Representatives, No. 39, Forty-second Congress, 


There were two sets of commissioners, one appointed in 1872 and the 
other in 1875. Lask you, Mr. President, if itis not strange, if it is 
not wonderfully strange, that in twelve years there is no man of au- 
thority in the State or National Government who has been to that 
country who has not given the very description of these outrages 
that is given in these reports. A great many of these occurrences 
transpired while I was the governor of Texas, and I speak whereof 
I know when I say that at one time during my administration there 
was imminent ae that every American 5. Say that border would 
be assassinated. o escape assassination the people surrendered 
everything, crops, herds, and that too under the very shadow of the 
flag of the United States, and fled to the towns for safety. These 
reports are true. They are true, and they are substantiated by testi- 
mony thatno man can gainsay. They enumerate the outrages, the 
men and women killed and wounded, the robberies committed ; they 
give you the testimony of General Ord and General Augur, the two 
generals who have commanded in Texas, whose testimony is full 
upon every point, besides that of a t number of other witnesses. 
I ask that these reports be given the credit that is due to them. 

If it should cross the mind of ay Senator that these depreda- 
tions perhaps will cease now, I recall you to the letter that I read 
from Rio Grande City, dated June 8, 1875, giving the names of twenty- 
six men who have been killed in that county by these marauders, 
and stating that two hundred thousand head of cattle had beendriven 
from Texas. I ask you to remember that that is the very county, 
into which the raid was made, on the 12th of August last, the jail 
broken open, the county attorney and the jailer and his wife shot, 
prisoners liberated, and whence the malefactors returned to Mexico, 
pursued to the banks of the Rio Grande by United States troops. 

These outrages have been ocenrring every S since 1865. I call 
the attention of Senators to the fact, if they need any additional tes- 


timony of the good faith of Texas in presenting her claims for pro- 
tection here, that about $1,300,000 since 1865 have been expended by 


the State of Texas in arming, equipping, and maintaining troops upon 
her border for the defense of her people inst Mexican and Indian 
raids; and the demand for reimbursement is pending here now and 
will be urged as a just claim eure this Government, because the 
Government is constitutionally bound to afford to the people of these 
United States and to each State protection against invasion, and when 
a State is left to take care of herself, as Texas has been, it should at 
least refund the money expended for that Lied ee I have only to 
cite the sworn testimony of the most worthy officials of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to prove that Texas has been invaded con- 
tinually since 1865. I find another letter on this report from General 
Ord, from which I take the following : 


Having examined the country and visited many of the ranches and places 
named, I find, som best sources of information, that the within statements are 
generally — 


That is, the affidavits, letters &c., a few of which I have read, 
which were forwarded to the War Department and submitted by 
the War Department to the committee who made the report, and 
which with a mass of other testimony accompanies the report. 

He continues: 


And that while there are quite a number of useful and peaceable 3 


committed by the Algerians, who fled in safety with their prizes to their own porta. 
There the offenses were committed on the open seas ; here they are commi with 
the same ease and atrocities, on the open p'ains. In both cases the pirates found 
a ready sale for their captares in the ports where their expeditions wero fitted ont, 
namely, Al, and Tripoli, for the Moors, and Matamoras, Reynosa, 3 
Mier, and Guerera, for the Mexicans, and in both cases the pirates were re ed 
by promotion. The leader of the band that murdered Lovell in May last, and plan- 
dered the custom-house at Carizo, is now captain of the guard at Mier. 


An honored Mexican official! 
PRE ewido ask that these papers and this letter be referred to the Secretary of 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 9 GED 
HO, 4 


: E. 
Brigadier-General, United States Army, Co’ 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL UNITED STATES ARMY, 
Washington, D. C. 


Can any one doubt when such men as these ming I have not 
taken the testimony of any obscure man to vex this body with; but 
here are a great number of depositions made by men who are known 
among the people, and who are as honest and true as men can be. I 
have simply taken the testimony of officials who are trusted, who are 
under oath, and who speak with a full knowledge of the responsi- 
bilities attaching to what they say. I assume, then, that it will be 
believed by this — 25 and by the American people that the section 
of country in the State of Texas between the Rio Grande and the 
Nueces River, commencing at the month of the Rio Grande and run- 
ning three hundred miles up that stream and extending to the Nueces, 
has been overrun, its commerce destroyed, industries paralyzed, and 
a great proportion of its property taken by the strong hand, whilo 
hundreds of the inhabitants have been cruelly butchered, and all done 
by robbers and cut-throats from Mexico. 

Thus, Mr. President, these things are shown to be true. There- 

rts of Mexican outrages in Texas, which for twelve long years have 

n discredited as the fabrications of designing people for unworthy 
parposes; are established by an overwhelming array of testimony to 
true. 

It is also from the same testimony seen that since 1865 the depre- 
dations upon that country have been continuous, that they have 
never ceased, and the transactions at Rio Grande City of the 12th of 
August last will convinee the Senate and the country that this pred- 
atory war still continues, and that the condition on the Rio Grande 
is a standing menace to the lives of the American citizens on that 
border; that the time when General Ord certifies in his testimony 
that the country is in possession of these raiders from Mexico həs not 
become yet a thing of the past, and if not now an existing reality, 
that the danger of its being so again is imminent. These facts I desire 
to impress upon the Senate and the country. 

It has been represented that Texas wanted war. It has been said to 
me a number of times in this Hall, “You Texans are trying to rush 
us into a war on the Rio Grande; you want to get upa fight to make 
money out of it.” In answer to that ee I call gentlemen to 
the record ; I call them to the facts; I call them to the sworn testi- 
mony; I call them to the representations of honorable men and offi- 
cers, Stato and Federal, civil and military. We want no war in 
Texas. The life of Texas has been a stormy one, In 1836 she 
achieved her independence through a baptism of fire and blood. In 
1845 she ranged herself under the flag of the United States, and in 
the war with Mexico, which grew out of annexation, wherever the 
fight was thickest her hosts were found. Her sons died upon every 
battle-field of the great civil war. 

We want no more war, We want peace. We have seen enough of 
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fields of carnage and of the desolations of war. We want peace; we 
want commerce; we want trade; we want recuperation; we want 
development. The clash of arms is no music to our ears. We have 
forborne upon the Mexican border. Texas has forborne. 

Mr. President, it is an easy thing for one to summon a great deal 
of philosophy to his aid in bearing the ills and woes of others. Texas 
has borne her own, and the other States of the Union have not felt 
them. She asks her sister States now not to waste all their charity 
upon her despoilers, but to dispense some of it at home. 

We have no complaints to make; but we do ask if forbearance is 
as great a virtue now as it was twelve or fifteen years ago, for Texas 
has suffered sorely for that length of time; we ask if forbearance 
has not ceased to be a virtue, at least so far as the wrongs of the 
despoiled and robbed and murdered people on our border are con- 
cerned, We askit of this Con ; we ask it of the American peo- 
ple. As to our suffering since 1865, we are willing to shut the mouth 
of every man, woman, and child in the South, except the officers of 
the Federal Government, the military themselves, and rest the issue 
on their testimony. 

Forbearance is no longer a Christian virtue in this matter. The 
honor of this country, the honor of the flag which floats over this 
Capitol, demands that Texas be left no longer to wage this unequal 
fight. With all herresources surrendered to the Federal Government, 
with her treaty-making pre her war-making power, her resources 
for revenue surrendered to the Federal Government, she should be no 
longer required to defend the integrity of a national boundary. 

I repeat, the national honor, no less than constitutional justice to 
Toxas, demands it, while the prestige and respectability of American 
citizenship require it. Let it be known that to be an American citizen 
is to invoke the power of the Government in his behalf against spo- 
liation from abroad as well as wrong at home. That is all we ask, 
and surely it is not more than we are entitled to nor less than a just 
Government will grant. 

As my colleague showed a while ago, Texasis faultless; she is blame- 
less; not a single raid has ever been made from Texas on the other side. 
I assert that to be a fact. The proof isin this volume from which 
Ihave quoted. Secretary Fish, in his correspondence with the Mex- 
ican authorities, challenged the production of an instance. There are 
thickly populated settlements on the other side of the river. The 

ple have but little to live on, no agriculture scarcely, and but 
ittle stock. A large proportion of them on and near the river live 
by theft and robbery. Our people have been the victims. They are 
too busy trying to take care of themselves to go on the other side of 
the river, and the truth is that no raid has been made from the Texas 
side. None can be alleged, 

The next question which arises is as to the remady for the at 
evils of which we complain. How can our poopie be 1 
our border defended ? Some gentlemen will say, We shall have to go 
to war with Mexico in order to defend you. I do not think so neces- 
sarily. The national Mexican government seems disposed to deal 
justly anddoright. Ifthe orders of the national Mexican government 
were obeyed upon the Rio Grande frontier, we should have no trouble ; 
but they are disobeyed. The federal Mexican officers on that bor- 
der commanding troops, when ordered to execute the treaty of ex- 
tradition, resign. What then? Shall we try to get up another treaty? 
When we can make a treaty which will execute itself without the 
intervention of men to execute it, it will do very well; but as lon 
as Mexicans have to interpret and to execute treaties, what N 
dence can we have in such an expedient under such a government! 
Take the experience of the recent past and it wiil dispel the delusion 
that any one may labor under that any justice or security is to be 
expected from that source. What is that experience? When these 
criminals from Mexico went to Rio Grande City, broke open the jail, 
took the prisoners and carried them off, the Mexican authorities re- 
turned one of the prisoners and two of the raiders upon our demand. 
I think there were between fifteen and twenty of tho raiders and five 
released prisoners. President Diaz required his officers upon the 
frontier to arrest all and deliverthem over. Did they doit? They 
arrested some of the raiders and the prisoners, and because the treaty 
only provided for the extradition of citizens of Texas fleeing to the 
other side of the Rio Grande on our part and of citizens of Mexico 
fleeing to this side of the Rio Grande, and hence did not apply to 
citizens of Mexico who came over and committed crimes and went 
back, they refused to deliver them. 

It is laid down by Vattel to be, and it is, an undisputed principle 
in the system of international law, comity, and courtesy which pre- 
vail among civilized nations, that when a citizen crosses the 8 
into a friendly country and commits robbery, murder, or any other 
gra ve felony, and flies back to his own country across the boundary, if 
the government of the country which has jurisdiction over him fails 
to deliver him up, it thereby adopts and indorses the offense. The 
legal effect of the conduct of a government which fails to deliver up 
great criminal, although no extradition treaty exists, when the 
knowl is brought home to that government of the heinousness 
of the offense, is an indorsement of the erime, and it becomes respon- 
sible for it. 

I assert that to bea principle of international law, subject only to one 
qualification which does not obtain in this case; and that qualifica- 
tion is that where a friendly power makes use of that spirit of comity 
in order to prefer unfounded charges and get possession of and annoy 


and oppress citizens of another power, that other power is justified 
when it comes to that conclusion, in refusing to deliver. But in the 
Rio Grande City case there is no pretense that the parties are not 
guilty; on the contrary, their guilt is expressly admitted. 

What would another treaty embodying this e of interna- 


tional law avail, when the principle is zed as of binding 
force among the civilized nations of the earth independent of any 
treaty, and is disregarded by Mexico, or rather by the extradition 
authorities of the Mexican state of Tamaulipas! The national Mex- 
ican authorities make treaties, but the agents who are supposed to 
execute them are the local state authorities on the frontier. 

The judges at Matamoras, at Camargo, and at other towns on the 
Rio Grande, are elected by a rabble, a felon rabble, maintained in 
office by a criminal lazaroni, and dominated by a community of free- 
booters, who live by the lance and the spur. These are the judges to 
whom, forsooth, we must look for the extradition of their criminal 
constituents who invade our country! I usestrong language, but the 
testimony justifiesit. I quote the language of the congressional report 
so often referred to: 

When we now look u the fearful his of rapine, murder, and wholesalo 
robbery which from that day to this present d has desolated and is still deso- 
lating our border, the robber communities that have sprung up and are constantly 
increasing, a whole population living on what they plunder from their neighbors, 
and a set of local authorities conniving at and 5 in the spoils of these 
notorious crimes, grown to be a rogular means of liveli |, wo cannot wonder at 
this result when we reflect on the condition of a government which had to confer 
rank and position on a successful robber in order to avoid his hostility. 


President Diaz did order the delivery of the Rio Grande city crim- 
inals. His officers were forced by public opinion to resign. Tho 
state authorities of Tamaulipas, acting as extradition agents, as ofti- 
cers on the border always do, amenable only, as they contend, to Mexi- 
can federal authority, refused to execute the treaty. We have this 
state of case, then: we have a treaty with the national Mexican 
government which cannot be enforced; and, on account of the ex- 
cessive magnanimity of the Government of the United States, its ex- 
treme patience and forbearance—if this alone be relied on—the peo- 
ple of Texas must continue to suffer in future as they have done in 
the past. I make no opposition to another treaty with Mexico which 
may be deemed more efficacious than the existing one; I only protest 
against a reliance on any sort of treaty alone for relief, 

I have laid the facts before this y that the country may know 
them, in order that we may have peace, in order that no more shams, 
that no more promises e to be broken shall be made, but that the 
strong right arm of this Government may be interposed between my 
ponie and the foreign bandits who have made war upon them. 

aties are all right; they do very well as a part and parcel of a 
plan of defense; but they will not do to rely on alone. 

I repeat that the authority upon the border of the Mexican Repub- 
lic, so far as we are concerned, so far as we must look to it, resides 
not in the central government, but in the local authorities on the 
bank of the river. Hear what General Ord says on that subject, on 
page 29 of the report: 

The number of Mexicans who have been driven by revolution and by their own 
lawless acts from Central and Southern Mexico up to the borders of the Rio 
Grande, probably to escape the result of their offen has filled that conntry with 
lawless aud desperate men. Even the rulers make little or no effort to prevent 
their committing offenses against tho United States, as it would r destroy 
their popularity if they did and would mako them odious to the majority of tho 
people. For the same reason—the facility for crossing the river and for escape to 
tho United States—the Mexican troops, who are generally enlisted just as sailors 
used to be in England, by a sort of press-gang system, tako advantage of the oppor- 
tunity afforded them when brought north to the Rio Grande border, and desert to 
the United States. 

Hear also the distinguished committee who make this report on 
this point : 


driving them into the ranks of some revoluti 
gether local. The perena of tho States, and the people of the States, with their 
own local authori 


Ord, 8 in Texas, has stated in his report that Mexican troops have come 
over topesrediy in ursnit of Indians on the American side of the Rio Grands, 
He has ms issued to them and complimented them in orders. 

There is a peculiar population on the Rio Grande, resulting from 
the erection of the zona libre, a belt seventeen miles wide and three 
hundred miles long, extending from the month of the Rio Grande, up 
on the Mexican side, within which goods are introduced free of cus- 
toms duties. The establishment upon our border of such a belt is of 
itself an insult to this Government which would authorize and jus- 
tify in the eyes of the nations of the world the taking up of arms, 
Previously to the establishment of that belt, the receipts from customs 
of the United States at Brazos alone were more than $10,000,000, and 
since its establishment they are reduced to about $3,000,000. It has 
2 down the merchants and traders and towns on the American 
side. 

Mr. MAXEY. With my colleague’s permission, I will read from the 
annual message of President Grant of December, 1875, the following 
paragraph : 

The free zone, so called, several since established by the Mexican gov- 
ernment in certain of the states of republio adjacent to our frontier, rem 


1877. 


in full operation. It has always been materially injurious to honest traffic, for it 
openee as an incentive to traders in Mexico to supply without customs charges 

© wants of inhabitants on this side the line, and prevents the same wants from 
being supplied by merchants of the United State, thereby toa considerable extent 
defrauding our revenue and checking honest commercial enterprise. 

Mr. COKE. There is the zona libre, the nest and nurturing-place, 
the home and residence of thieves and robbers and smugglers, created 
right ts our border, with a narrow, fordable river-line between 

that and our cr where upon forty thousand square miles of terri- 
tory cattle and sheep and horses and all manner of stock of Texas 
citizens roam at will and pleasure, exposed to whoever will depredate 
on them. Why, Mr. President, to create the zona libre there was to 
place the wolf within the sheep-fold. 

The government of Mexico planted the germ right there, and from 
it has grown the tree that has thrown upon us the bitter fruit of the 
last twelve years from the other side of the river. Talk about the 
national government of Mexico! Nothing can be more impotent. They 
care nothing for it on that frontier ; they defy it. The president who 
is bold enough to contravene the desire of these robbers and thieves 
is defied. If his officers remain loyal they resign, his army deserts, 
and that is the end of it. 

What safety, what security is there for the people of Texas if 
treaties are not observed and enforced? Remember that the very 
men in this free belt, put in office by the robber chief Cortina and 
his retainers and maintained there by force and fear, constitute the 
extradition nts of the Mexican government. What are treaties 
worth under the administration of such officers? It will be shown 
to you by the papers when they come from the President that the 
governor of Texas recently demanded five men who had killed citi- 
zens of Texas in Duval and Hidalgo Counties and had been indicted 
for it. He made a demand upon the authorities at Matamoras. They 
were arrested; the men were put in jail; but the judge would not 

give them up, he said, unless our extradition agent proved that they 
were citizens of Texas. “Very well,” said our agent, “let me see 
them, and I will have some witnesses here to make the proof.” 

The judge coolly told him, “No, sir; you eannot see them.” He 
called upon the officer of Texas, who went there for five criminals 
duly indicted upon a regular demand, to prove that the criminals 
were citizens of Texas, and when the officer with his witnesses went 
and asked permission to see the criminals, in order that he might iden- 
tify them, absolutely the judge told him that he should not see them, 
and the next day the criminals were released. He told the officer in 
the same interview that “ public sentiment would not allow another 
Mexican delivered under t treaty to the authorities of Texas.” 
This will be before the Senate when His Excellency sends his commu- 
nication transmitting the correspondence requested in the resolution 
of my colleague. 

It is perfectly clear that a treaty with such people is as valueless 
as waste paper, unless sup’ by a force ready on the ground to 
compel its execution and to punish its infraction. 

We come here as citizens of this Republic, as men ready to dis- 
charge all of our duties, ready to uphold the right, helping to fill the 
purse of the Government, and doing all that falls to our share in 
ee e it. We show you that we are robbed, our country de- 
spoiled, and our people murdered and plundered. We ask you for 
protection. Do not tell us to wait, for we have waited through 
twelve long and dreary years. 

The people of Texas, I repeat, do not want war, but if war comes 
from a proper effort of this Government to give them protection the 
honor of the country demands that in the path of duty this conse- 
quence be accepted. We want protection, and I believe that we can 
be proteeted without going to or bringing on war. Give us on the 
Rio Grande two regiments of cavalry of twelve hundred men each 
with infantry supports, and they will give security to that border 
and renew the life and prosperity of that section of the State. They 
will do this provided the commander of the troops in Texas is author- 
ized by order from the President to cross the Rio Grande whenever, 
in his judgment, the proper defense of Texas requires it. Without 
such orders and confined to the west bank of the Rio Grande, five 
times that number of troops will be required. 

As to the right of this Government to give and have such orders 
executed, there can be no serious question under the strictest rules of 
international law. If these Mexican raids into Texas were of recent 
date, of irregular occurrence, and of such character as to elude the 
efforts of an ordinarily vigilant and energetic government to su ripe 
and such efforts were being made in good faith by the authorities o: 
Mexico, I grant that to allow an armed force to pursue even robbers 


for the p of recapturing their booty acrossthe Rio Grande would 
be a violation of the rights of Mexico and of well-settled principles 
of international law. The right of the Republic of Mexico to immu- 


nity for her territory from the incursions of armed forces of the 
United States would then be based on a proper discharge of the 
duties of that country to this in 5 the lawlessness of its own 
people and preventing and punishing their crimes attempted and 
perpetrated against the people of their neighboring State. 

It is because each state or nation has undertaken to restrain its 
people from making war on the people of its neighbors that the law 
of nations forbids an armed force from one entering the territory of 
another. The right of immunity grows out of and depends upon the 

rformance of this duty which each owes to the other. No State 

surrendered the right of defense of its people in its own way 
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against ions from neighboring States or people, except m 
the 3 and performance of the creat duty towards itself, which 
all nations owe each other, of so governing their people as that they 
shall not depredate or make war upon other nations or any of their 
people or territory. 

The principles and courtesies of international law have never been 
tanted to the romantic extent of surrendering the great natural 


right of self-defense inst the constant infliction of serious, perma- 
nent and wrongful injury upon the people of one nation by those of 
another, although the attacks may be unauthorized by the govern- 


ment of the country from which they come. 

The character and atrocity of the predatory war which has been 
waged against Texas, the great length of time which it has continued, 
the admitted complicity with the brigands of many of the local offi- 
cials of the Mexican border states, and the acknowledged impotency 
of the central government to control these border authorities and 
people, leaves this Government free to choose its mode of defense, so 
far as Mexico is concerned, and determines its constitutional duty 
toward Texas to be to pursue that mode which will be most prompt 
and efficient, regardiess of co uences. Ou upon American 
interests and honor upon this border have been permitted, until, em- 
boldened by impunity, construing the indifference, or charity, or mag- 
nanimity, or whatever motive it may be, of the Government into 
cowardice, the deluded people west of the Rio Grande have become 
defiant and threatening. little firmness a few years ago would 
have prevented this and settled the whole trouble. As matters stand 
now the trouble is growing each day in itude and importance, 
and we are drifting surely under the inactive policy of the Govern-. 
ment into war. Nothing can avert this result, except to take hold 
at once of the question and deal with it with energy and inexorable 
firmness. Diplomatic negotiation will do in its place, but with the 
horde of robbers on the Lower Rio Grande we can have no ak 
we can have no treaty. They know nothing of moral or nation 
obligation, and respect only superior physical force. The execution 
and enforcement of treaties lie with them, and we can look for 
nothing from them. We have to deal with the state of Tamaulipas, 
with the robbers and thieves, fostered and con ted by the action 
of the Mexican government in the zona libre; that hive constantly. 
being re-enfo: by the lawless and criminal element from the inte- 
Dor of Mexico, from which issue the marauders who scourge our 

rder. 

I read from the report of the House Committee their conclusions 
from the mass of testimony before them : 

In coming to the manner in which protection can be given, we must state it aa 
the unanimous of all military men familiar with that border that protec- 
tion can only be complete if the commanding officer of our troops can, whenever 
he finds robbers in the act of carrying off their booty, follow them up, even across 
the river, punish or kill them, and retake the property of our citizens. They aro 
unanimous in stating that a merely defensive policy would give imperfect tec- 
tion, even if a largo force were maintained thore at great se. The river ia 
skirted by a belt of from fifteen to twenty five miles of an impenetrable thicket, 
crossed by narrow paths, known to the inhabitants and the rob The robbers 
can pass in a short distance from the „ observed, and cannot bo 
intercepted or followed except on these paths. General Sheridan and General 
as well as Captain McNally, gave it as r opinion that a force of ton thousan 
men, without power to follow the robbers and punish them, would afford inade- 
quate protection, while a force of twenty-five hundred or even two thousand moy- 
able cavalry, exclusive of garrisons, if permitted to follow up the raiders when 
caught in committing their robberies, would soon break up the raiding. r 

I repeat that the House committee adopted unanimously the reso- 
lution which I read in the commencementof my remarks, urging tho 
adoption of a policy by the Government in consonance with the view 
which is expressed here. On page 29 of this report General Ord says: 

After examining the country, which I found to be a dense thicket along the river, 
with bere and there narrow puths, or cattle-roads, cut through, (which thicket ex- 
tends sometimes twenty or twenty-five miles from the river to tho open plain,) 
and from the fact that the grazing country to the north is about the same distanco 
from the river from its month for five hundred miles up the river, I came to tho 
conclusion that it was impossible to the river banks by a system of. small 
posts or videttes, for the reason that the cattle-thieves can receive notice from the 
rural population (who aro nearly all Mexicans) of the location of the troo) I sat- 
isfied myself that the only way to protect the property of the people on that front- 
ier, and to prevent these raids, was to erosa the river whenever the troops struck 
a trail with the prospect of overtaking the cattle-thieves. 


That is the only possible remedy for our grievances, Generals Sher- 
idan and Ord concur in the opinion that ten thousand men would not 
protect that border unless they had permission to cross the river, and 
with such permission twenty-five hundred men can protect it. The 
resson g t sore ey be plain to 3 who tig sec sang wo yave ne 
possi mode of operating upon these © except by physica 
power. They will not obar. 8 of 3 3 gov- 
ernment. They will not permit their local ofticers to extradite crim- 
inalis. What must be done? We must make the pee there re- 
sponsible; that is, when marauders come over on our side we must 
follow them aoa to their haunts sth unish 2 and 1. — onr 
property; not making war upon peaceable ple over there, but le 
them know that they shall no lo peed refuge to the despoil- 
ers of life aud property on this side of the Rio Nothing less 
will give relief. 

Mr. President, the facts upon which Texas rests her demand on the 
National Government are now before the country. They are preg- 
nant with force and with suggestion. It is too late to inquire now 
why they were allowed to accumulate unnoticed during the long years 
when they were transpiring, although presented in every possible 
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mode to the attention of Congress and of all the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government. It is with the present and future that we 
now must deal. The national honor nor the welfare of Texas will 

rmit the further postponement of a stern grappling with this sub- 
co and a speedy and final settlement of all questions growing out 
of it, Let the consequences be what they may, they must be met 
and met at once, or still greater embarrassments await us in the early 
future. 

Mr. MAXEY. I ask that the resolution take the reference named, 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be referred to that 
committee, 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. WINDOM. I ask unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed 
to the consideration of the Army appropriation bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Minnesota, from the 
Committee on Appropriations, asks unanimous consent to proceed to 
the consideration of the Army bill. Is there objection? 

Mr. McDONALD. There been no printed copy of that bill 
yet furnished to Senators, 1 understand. 

Mr.WINDOM. The copies were distributed some time ago. Ithink 
the Senator will find one on his desk. 

Mr. McDONALD. With the amendments? 

Mr.WINDOM. With theamendments reported. The bill has been 
printed since it was reported 1 Gong committee to the Senate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The bill has just been laid on our desks, and 
we have had no opportunity of examining it. I see some changes 
and amendments of im ce. 

Mr. WINDOM. Of course, if any Senator objects, we cannot pro- 
ceed with the bill to-day; but there is a strong desire in the country 
that the appropriation should he made without delay, and I there- 
fore ask its consideration for that purpose. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Si the Senator from Missouri will not inter- 
pose an objection to ng up the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL, I certainly shall not object to taking it up now; 
but I have objection to considering it now. I have no objection to 
its being taken up now and then being considered the first thing in 
the morning. 

Mr. WINDOM. I will accept that. 

Mr. SARGENT. It will then be the unfinished business for to- 
morrow. 

Mr. WINDOM. That is the best I can do under the circumstances. 
Let it be taken up now and be considered to-morrow morning. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I am willing to sit it out to-morrow. Ido not 
want to inte any objection to the bill that would cause any 
delay; but I do want time to look at it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let the bill be taken up, so as to be the unfinished 


usiness. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be regarded as before the 


nate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That being the case, I move that the Senate now 

roceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business, After twenty-one minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were re-opened, and (at three o’clock and 
fifty-eight minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, November 14, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by Rev. Davip WILLS 
D. D., of Washington, District of Columbia. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


JILES 8. BOGGESS. 


On motion of Mr. THROCKMORTON, by unanimous consent, the 
Committee on Indian Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 682) for the relief of Jiles S. Boggess, 
of Rusk County, Texas, a soldier of the war of 1812; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 


AFFAIRS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, by unanimous consent, presented a 
memorial of citizens and tax-payers of the District of Columbia, rela- 
tive to the affairs of the District of Columbia, and asked that the 
same be referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
printed in the RECORD without the names. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The memorial is as follows: 
To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives : 

The undersi, citizens and tax- Distri: respec: 
full Dearing re they are under 6 838 

es, and have at this time no representative therein; they t ‘ore avail them- 


selves of the right of petition, and beg your favorable on of the follow- 
ing requests; 


The faith of the Government was by act of Congress June 20, 1874, pledged to 
1 appropriations toward tho expenses of this District; such 2 
not yet been determined or appropriations made, although three committees 


of Con; have on the sabject—one that the proportion should fairly 
be fixed at 50 cent.; a second co ttee in favor of the Government's 
paying the entire expenses of the District, and reimbursing itself to the extent of 
a moderate tax on the property of the citizens thereof; the last committee re 
a bill involving the payment by the General Government of 40 cent. of the ex- 
mses. In view of the fact the streets and avenues are the property of the 
United States, (seo decision of the Supreme Court in the case of Van Ness;) of the 
exemption from taxation of all Government property ; of the large entailed 
upon our tax-pavers in providing public-school accommodations for the children of 
non-residents and non-tax-payers, and of the exhaustion we are now laboring under 
from our efforts to improve and beautify the national capital, we venture to ask 
eee of the expense be fixed at 50 per cent., and neces- 
The condition of the Potomac River, sorea 
n 


becomealike dangerous 
ture to ask that an appropriation be made at an early date for the improvement of 


the river, 
ted by the Government of distributing Federal patronage through 
the several 8 has resulted in bringing to this sp foi 4 numbers of persons, 
male and female, for employment in the different ts. The nent 
therein and recent redactions of force have left a large number of these 
in our city without means of support or of returning to their res: ve 
omes, who have mo dependent upon the charity of this community, which at 
this time is scarcely, if at all. able to take care of its resideut poor. We beg to 
pege is as a strong reason for liberal a: in behalf of our charitable 
tutions. 
2 8 row your 8 8 to 8 
an -pa; comm , and express an 
representatives of the General Government in 


with 
capital of a great 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS, 


Mr. EDEN, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on War 
Claims, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1487) making appropriations for the 
payment of claims reported to Congress, under section.2 of the act ap- 
proved June 16, 1874, by the Secretary of the Treasury; which was 
read a first and second time, recommitted to the committee, and 
ordered to be printed. 


in the past as a law- 
desire to co-operate 
making this the worthy 


VICTORINE MOTT. 


Mr. FINLEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1488) granting a pension to Victorine Mott, widow of Peter Mott, late 
private in Company I, Fifteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; 
which was a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT COATES. 


Mr. MACKEY, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
olution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the C lerk of the Honse be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
recied to pay out of the contingent fund the sum of 640 to Robert Coates, for serv- 
ices 3 in the cloak-room, by authority of the Doorkeeper, from the 6th to 
the 26th of March, 1877—twenty days, at $2 a day. 


FREDERICK COOK, 


Mr. ELLIS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
1489) to authorize the Commissioner of Patents to hear and deter- 
mine the application of Frederick Cook; which was read a first and 
Cocona pime; referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 

rin 
j RANDALL L. GIBSON. 

Mr. ELLIS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a resolution con- 
cerning the amount due Randall L. Gibson, contestant in the Forty- 
third Congress; which was referred to the Committee of Elections. 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 


Mr. PEDDIE, I ask unanimous consent to present a memorial 
from the National Board of Trade, accompanied by a bill for an act 
to establish a De ent of Commerce, and I ask that it be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to inform the gentleman that 
the reading would not secure its publication in the RECORD, because 
of the fact that it requires unanimous consent and it is not usual, 

Mr. PEDDIE. I simply ask that the resolution be read. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I object. 

Mr. PEDDIE. Then I ask that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 


INFRINGEMENT OF PATENTS. 

Mr, LATHROP, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1490) to fix the time within which an action for infringement of 
patent or trade-mark may be commenced; which was read a first and 
seeond nes referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 

rin 
. DIRECTORS OF NATIONAL BANKS. 

Mr. WRIGHT, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
olution; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency: 


Resolved, That the Committee on es and Currency be directed to inquire 
into the propriety of so amending the bank laws as to require in the election of 
directors the principle of cumulative voting where such law may exist in a State 
in which national banks are located; also, as to the propriety of amending said 
laws so as to limit the efticioncy of proxies to six months, 
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EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr, BLOUNT. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a joint reso- 
lution providing for the pay of employés of the House, for action at 
this time. 

The joint resolution was read. It provides that the employés of the 
House of Representatives who have served during the present session 
of Congress, and who have not taken the oath prescribed by law, 
shall be paid their respective salaries out of the fund already appro- 
priated for such services. 

Mr. EDEN. I think that had better be referred to the Committee 
of Acconnts, 

Mr. BLOUNT. I hope the gentleman will withdraw that objection. 

Mr. EDEN. I will withdraw it. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I object. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I ask unanimous consent to be allowed to make a 
statement, 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks that where objection is made 
it is not in order to occupy the time of the House by remarks upon a 
wae i which is not before it. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I have no objection to the introduction of the 
oint resolution for reference to the Committee of Accounts, with 
eave to report at any time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then I ask that it be referred to the Committee of 

Accounts, with leave to report at any time. 

No objection was made, and the joint resolution (H. R. No. 50) was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Accounts, with leave to report at any time. 


ROBERT SMALLS. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I offer the resolution which I send 
to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to inquire into the cause 
of the imprisonment of Hon. ROBERT SMALLS, a member of this House, in the 
State of South Carolina, and report as soon as practicable whether such imprison- 
ment is or is not a violation of constitutional privileges of the House. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have a resolution which I ask my friend from 
New York [Mr. TOWNSEND] to accept as a substitute for his resolu- 
tion. I send it up to the desk to be read. 

The SPEAKER, (having examined the two resolutions.) These 
resolutions do not necessarily conflict with each other, and in the 
absence of objection the resolution of the gentleman from New 
aoe [Mr. TOWNSEND] will be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 

ciary. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mine is also for reference. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. If after hearing the resolution of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts I find it answers the same pur- 
pose, with the permission of the House I will withdraw my resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Let it be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would rule that the resolution offered 
by the gentleman from New York [Mr. TowNsEND] relates to a 
question of privilege, and the Chair is also informed that the resolu- 
tion which the gentleman from Massachusetts desires to offer is of 
the same class. 

Mr, TOWNSEND, of New York. Then, under the ruling of the 
Speaker, I will move that my resolution be adopted, instead of mov- 
ing that it be referred merely. 

he SPEAKER. In that case the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[ Mr. BUTLER] desires to offer his resolution as a substitute. 

Mr, BUTLER, And I would like to submit a word of explanation. 

The SPEAKER, As this is a question of privilege, the Chair wiil 
hear both gentlemen. 

Mr. EDEN. Let the resolution of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts be read. ; 

The preamble and resolution were read, as follows: 

Whereas it appears from tel hie statements in the Ee ne pers that 
ROBERT SMALLS, a member of this House, was by the authorities of the State of 
South Carolina arrested on the eve of starting to attend to his duties as a member 
of this House for an alleged offense nouet the laws of the State of South Carolina, 
committed about four years ago, and he was elected a member of this House, 
and held to answer by giving bail for his ce at the proper coi and that 
thereafterwards said SMALLS arate at the bar of this House and took the pre- 
scribed oath and qualified himself as a member of this House and then returned to 
Sonth Carolina to answer according to the tenor of ees and whereas 
it farther specers as aforesaid that said SMALLs is now held in close arrest in jail 
under the orders of the State court of South Carolina, so that he is hindered and 

revented from appearing in his scat here to attend to his duties as a member of 

is House, and that he is absent without leave of the House: Therefore, 

Beit resolved, That the Committec on the Judiciary be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized and requested to examine into the parliamentary precedents in 
and report whether there has been any invasion of the rights and privileges of this 
House; whether the detention of said SMALLS is l and justilable: and what, 
if any, action nop 9 be taken by the House under the circumstances of this 
cond dou PAASA and Gapern if in: tacts Suigtaeat: IY be mocopnary Or A fell aan 
— investigation ort the matter 8 to them. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understood that I was recognized by the Chair to 
say a few words upon this question of privilege, and therefore no 
one can take the floor for the purpose of moving to lay the subject 
on the table until I have said what I desire to say. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts is entitled to 
be recognized if he claims the floor. 


Mr. BUTLER. I would say to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


TOWNSEND ] that my resolution, after reciting what I sup to be 
the outside facts, refers this whole question for investigation to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, the law committee of this House. This 
is a matter of t concern as a precedent in this House, and I do 
not desire any action taken upon it until there shall be the fullest 
investigation by the law committee of the House. The only respect 
in which my resolution differs from that of my friend from New York 
is that it is a little broader in the scope of the investigation and in 
the authority given to the committee. I do not desire to have it put 
as a question of privilege, but simply that it shall be adopted by the 
House, so as to refer this subject to the committee, that they may feel 
authorized to do what is necessary. 

Mr. WOOD. It is nevertheless a question of privil and any- 
thing affecting the right of a member to his seat upon this floor, and 
protecting him under the Constitution, is a question of the very high- s 
est privilege. I hope, therefore, that the resolution as proposed by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] will be sent to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Woop] who has just taken his seat has said just what I intended to 
say. I trust this House will unanimously refer this question to the 
Committee on the Judiciary as a question of high privilege, and that 
the investigation will be thoroughly made. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Allow me to say one word. This matter is now 
before the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. BUTLER. What has that committee got to do with it? 

Mr. HAMILTON. The gentleman from South Carolina has his seat 
merely on a prima facie right. 

The SPEAKER, That is a very different question; that is a ques- 
tion of contest in due course. 

Mr. HAMILTON. The Committee of Elections will proceed to 
investigate this matter fully, and that is why I moved to lay the sub- 
ject on thetable. Having said this much I will withdraw my motion 
to lay on the table. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I withdraw my resolution in order 
to allow a vote to be taken on that of the gentleman from hu- 
setts, [Mr. BOTER y 

The SPEAKER. e question is upon the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. , 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BUTLER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on tks table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


STATE CLAIMS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, 


Mr. BUTLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1491) to give to the Court of Claims jurisdiction of certain claims by 
the States of the Union against the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT, 


Mr. WOOD. Iam directed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
to report a resolution fixing the time for the final adjournment of 
both Houses of Congress. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resol: (the Senate concurring,) That the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker af the House of Representatives be, and they are hereby, directed to ad- 
journ their respective Houses without day on Thursday, the instant, at six 
o'clock p. m. 

Mr. WOOD. I will not call for any vote upon this resolution at the 
present time, but merely give notice that at a later period of the ses- 
sion I will ask the House to take action upon it. [Cries of ‘‘ Now!“ 
Now!] Mr. Speaker, it appears to be the wish of many members to 
take action upon the question at this time; but I doubt whether it 
would be wise in the present condition of business, not only in this 
House but in both Houses, (for this resolution requires of course the 
assent of the Senate,) to pass the resolution at this time. I hope, there- 
fore, the House will consent to postpone action upon it for a day or 
two; and at a later period during the week I will call for a vote 
upon it. 

he SPEAKER. The gentleman can call up the resolution at any 
time. It is a privileged matter. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, as to the time when this session shall 
be adjourned, I am aware that there has been an idea that when we 
have 9 2 — the appropriation bills we should adjourn. The only 
remark I wish to make is simply to call the attention of the House 
to the fact that so far as I am advised and believe the public judg- 
ment requires that before we adjourn action should be taken on at 
least two other subjects, One of these, the bill to remonetize silver 
and provide for its coinage, has already been acted on by the House. 
The other bill, proposing to repeal the act providing for the resump- 
tion of specie payments, is now pending. So far as I can speak for 
my own constituency and for the portion of country with which I 
am concerned, I do not think the public judgment would approve the 
adjournment of this extra session of Con until those two sub- 
jects are acted on in some way or other; and until they are, I trust 
we shall not adjourn, : 
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The SPEAKER. The resolution will lie over, subject to be called | p: 


up at any time. 
AMENDMENT OF THE REVISED STATUTES, 


Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1492) to amend section 3477 of the Revised Statutes; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

i BALLY ROGERS. 

Mr. PRICE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1493) granting a pension to Sally Rogers, widow of Isaac Rogers, a 
soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a first and second tim 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and e 
to bo printed. 

REMOVAL OF CAUSES FROM STATE COURTS, ETC. 


` Mr. TIPTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1494) to amend the third section of an act entitled “An act to deter- 
mine the jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the United States, and to 
regulate the removal of causes from State courts, and for other pur- 
2 1 March 3, 1875, and to re-enact section 649 of the 
vised Statutes; which was read a first and second time, referred 

to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 


Mr. EWING. I call for the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business is the consideration 
of the bill, (H. R. No. 805,) reported by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Ewixd] from the Committee on Banking and Currency, to repeal the 
third section of the act entitled“ An act to provide for the resump- 
tion of specie payments.” On this question the gentleman from 
Georgis (HE, BELL] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KEIFER. Iask the 8 from Georgia to give way that 
I may offer an amendment, that it may be printed. 

Mr. BELL. I yield for that purpose, 

The amendment of Mr. KEIFER was read, as follows: 


Strike ont all after the enacting clanse, and in lieu thereof insert the following: 
That nothing in the “ Act to vide for the resumption of 
approved J. 5 D. 1875, shall be so construed as to au 20 r 
of the to retire and cancel any United States legal-tender notes 
outs ug which may be redeemed on and after January 1, A. D. 1879, under the 
provisions of said act, or which may then be in the Treasury of the United States 
uncanceled, or which may thereafter come into the said Treasury otherwise than 
by redemption ; but said act shall be held and construed to authorize and require 
said Secro to return said notes to the said Trey to be paid out from timo 
to timo at their value in pares of all debts and demands against the United 
States, or in ex go for coin or bullion, and for other purposes, as the exigencies 
of the public interest may require; the said notes to continue to have the samo 
tender character now given to them by law. 
mend the title 80 as to read: 
A bill to give construction to “An act to provide for the resumption nf specie 
payments,” approved January 14, A. D. 1875. 


Mr. DEERING. I offer as a substitute for the pending bill what 
I send up to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clanse and insert the following: 

That the third section of the act approved January 14, 1875, entitled “An act to 
provide for the resumption of apocle payments," be amended by striking out the 
word “seventy-nine” and insorting “ Sight or en soon th ter as there shall 
have been accumulated in the Treasury of the United States for the purpose of 
rodceming United States logal-tender notes, a special fund in gold and silver coin 
or bullion of not less than $150,000,000;"" and by inserting after the words “fifty dol- 
lars" the following: United States logul-tender notes so od shall not be 
canceled or destroyed, but shall be re-issued by the Secretary of the Treasury in 
STT d out, and at such times asthe wants of 

coun 


the aggregate amount of circulating notes of national-banking associations, be, 
and is by, repealed; and each existing banking association may increase its 
circulating notes in with existing law without respect to sai te 


D, 80 increas: 

lating notes, or so newly org ‘as aforesaid, it shall be t 
t of the to redeem the legal- tender United States notes in excess only 
of 000,000 to the amount of 80 per cent. of the sum of national-bank notes so 
issued to any such banking association as id, and to continue such redemp- 
tion as such circulating notes are issued until there shall be outstan: the sum of 
$300,000,000 of such legal-tender United States notes, and no more. d on and 
after tho Ist day of January, A. D. 1480, or so soon thereafter as there shall have 
been accumulated in the Treasury of the United States, for the purpose of redeem- 
ing United States legal-tender notes, a special fund in gold and silver coin or bull- 
ion of not less than $150,000,000, the Secretary of the 1 shall redeem in coin 
the United States logal-tender notes then outstanding on their 1 for ro- 
demption, at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United States in the city of 
New York, in sums of not less than $50, United States legal-tender notes so ro- 
deemed shall not be canceled or destroyed, but shall be re-issued by the 222 
of the Treasury in the same manner as herotofore issued and paid out, and at suc! 

times as the wants of the country may require; and such legal-tender notes shall 
be lawful money and a legal tender in payment of all debts, public and private, 
except when otherwise expressly stipulated by contract. And to enable the Sec- 
retary of tho Treasury to prepare provide for the redemption in this act au- 
thorized or required, he is authorized to use any surplus revenues from timo to 
time in the Treasury not otherwise app anil to issue, sell, and of, 
at not less than par, in coin, either of the — of bonds of the United States 
described in the act of Con approved July 14, 1870, entitled, “ An act to au- 


gress 
thorize the refunding of the national debt,” with like qualities, privileges, and 
exemptions, to the extent necessary to carry this act into $ 


‘ull effect, and to use the 


tions which the tax-burdened and poverty-s 


roceeds thereof for the aforesaid. And all provisions of law inconsistent 


with the provisions of act are hereby repealed, 

Amend the title so as to read: 

A bill to so amend the act a ved Jan 14, 1875, known as the resumption 
act, as to extend the time for resum 


on and to require that the United 
and in circulation after 


States legal-tender notes shall be re-ias 
redemption. 
Mr. WARD. I move the following amendment to the bill: 


SEC. —. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed to affect the 8 
of debts due on said first rye 5 January, 1879, for w. of labor, or an ts that 
may become due after the date aforesald for wages of labor. But all such debts 
due on said date or to become due thereafter for of labor, as aforesaid, shall 
be legally payable only in such coin or notes as 8 be by the laws of the United 
States, severall 7 a legal tender, without limitation as to amount for the payment 
of all debts, public and private, including duties on imports, 


The SPEAKER. These amendments will be printed under a pre- 
vious order‘of this House. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


Am from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced the passage by that body, without amendment, of a joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 38) anthorizing the payment of Rev. John Poisal 
D. D., late Chaplain of the House of Representatives, for the time o; 
his service as such without taking the oath prescribed by law. 

It also announced the passage of the following bill and joint reso- 
lution; in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

An act (S. No. 289) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a Se secre} and change the name of the schooner Captain Charles 
Robbins to Minnie; an 

A joint resolution (S. No, 6) to fix the site of the equestrian statue 
£ General Greene. 


REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION CLAUSE, 


Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, on the 14th day of January, 1875, the 
act known as the resumption act was approved. It originated in 
the Senate and was passed in the House of Representatives under 
the operation of the previous question. No debate was had upon 
the bill in the Honse and no opportunity for debate allowed by thoso 
who had the matterincharge. After testing the wisdom of this law 
by its practical operation, a large portion of the American peoplo 
have arrived at the conclusion that at least that provision of the 
third section which relates to the redemption in coin of the United 
States legal-tender notes should be repealed. A majority of the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, acting in obedience to what was 
supposed to be the popular will, as well as in conformity with the 
convictions of their own ie reported, at the first opportu- 
nity, the bill under consideration for that purpose. The question 
thus raised, 8 simple in its prasemon involves, in anything 
like an extended discussion of it, the consideration of every mate- 
ria] interest in this great country. If I were capable of so doing, 
I should not attempt an elaborate discussion of the questions of 
interest that legitimately belong to it. I shall therefore content 
myself with a brief statement of the reasons which induce those 
whose interest and opinions 1 represent to desire the p of the 
bill im well as those which control my own judgment in support- 
in ; 
submit and undertake to maintain the following propositions : 
First. That it is impracticable, if not cs farmer for the Govern- 
ment on the Ist day of January, 1879, to redeem in coin the United 
States legal-tender notes outstanding. 

Second. That, if it were possible or practicable, it would be unwise 
in policy and ruinous in results todo so. Can the Government, in 
view of all its obligations and its available resources, present and 
8 redeem in coin its outstanding legal-tender notes on the 
Ist day of J anuary, 1879? In view of the distressed condition of the 
country, can we afford to risk the experiment? How will resump- 
tion affect the volume of the currency, the amount in circulation, 
the price of property, the value of labor, and the prosperity of all the 
great industries of the country? These are ve practical ques- 
cken millions of this 
land are pressing with more than an ordinary interest and earnest- 
ness. It seems to me that the amount to be redeemed and the means 
of redemption are important factors in the solution of the problem. 

The amount of United States legal-tender notes outstanding now 
is $354,490,892. How much this amount may be varied before the 
first day of January, 1879, it is impossible to tell. I assume that it 
will not be greatly changed. What the means of the Government 
for the redemption of these notes will amount to on the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1879, is left to conjecture. But if the Government owned and 
controlled all the coin and bullion now in the country, and could uso 
every dollarof it in the redemption of the notes, it would pay but little 
over 50 per cent. We do know from authentic official resources that 
the amount of United States legal-tender notes now outstanding is. 
$354,490,892. And we know from the same source (the report of 
the Comptroller of the Currency) that the whole amount of gold and 
silver coin and bulllion in the entire country is estimated at only 
$186,678,000, which deducted from the amonnt of the notes leaves an 
excess of $167,812,892 of the notes over the entire amount of coin aud 
bullion in the whole country. So that if the Government now owned 
and controlled all the specie in the country and was in a condition 
to use every dollar in redemption, it could redeem but little over one- 
half of the notes. Butit is not true that the Government owns all 
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the gold and silver coin and bullion in this country, or that it can 
8 t of coin in the Treasury belonging to the Go 

precise amount of coin in the onging to the Gov- 
ernment on the Ist day of November, 1877, is $97,479,643.94. The 
difference between this sum and $354,490,892, the amount of legal- 
tender notes outstanding at same date, is $257,011,248.06. To show 
the ability of the Government to redeem these notes, the opponents 
of this bill encounter the difficult task of yee that $97,479,643.94 
in coin will redeem, at par, $354,490,892 in legal-tender notes. To do 
which they will have to invent a new system of mathematics, for it 
certainly cannot be by any mode of calculation with which the 
world is now acquainted ; or they will have to do what is equally 
difficult: show that with decreasing revenues and a public debt of 
$2,047,350,700.75, less cash in the Treasury, the Government, on the 
lst day of Janua , 1879, after discharging all its indispensable obli- 
gations, will be able to redeem, at par, in coin, its outstanding legal- 
tender notes. He is a bold man who will undertake it, and will suc- 
ceed in convincing the world that he has a larger endowment of 
courage than judgment. 

It is unquestionably clear that resumption now would be an impos- 
sibility. It is not within the reach of any human power to show that 
it will be possible or practicable on the Ist day of January, 1879, to 
show that the amount to be redeemed and the means of redemption 
will be so varied by that time from what they are now as to attain 
an equality. 

Resumption is not to be gradual. The obligation imposed upon 
the Government by the law which it is pro Uto repeal is to re- 
deem in coin the outstanding United States legal-tender notes on the 
Ist day of January, 1879. The only qualification is that the notes 
shall be presented in sums of more than $50. That one gold dollar 
will pay, at par, five paper dollars, is a logical as well as a mathema- 
tical absurdity. There can be no t change in the amount of coin 
required to pay the interest on the national debt between the present 
time and the time fixed by law for redemption. 

There is no reasonable probability that the production of gold in 
this country will increase, or that there will be an influx of it from 
abroad, since: Germany and Great Britain, as well as some other 
European governments, haye adopted it as the sole standard of value. 
The public revenues are falling off and taxation has reached the ut- 
most limit that can be borne by the people. How can the Govern- 
ment be able to resume specie payments af the time preseribed by the 
resumption act? Where is the coin to come from? How is it to be 
obtained? Will the bankers of this House and the opponents of this 
bill enlighten the country upon these questions ? Star-spangled 
banner and spread-eagle s hes do not answer the question nor 
satisfy a suffering people. To say that the effect of resumption will 
be to e the legal-tender notes to an equality in value with 
gold, and that therefore the holders of the notes will not want the gold 
and will not prose them for redemption, is to trifle with the ques- 
tion. With the experience of the last ten years in the fluctuations 
in values of money and property, does any one suppose that the 
holders of these non-interest-bearing notes would koy them a day 
after they could be exchanged for gold. To suppose they would is 
to suppose that human nature will be ‘chan and men will cease 
to love gold, or that human reason will be lost and men will cease 
to understand values. 

Some of the most ardent opponents of this bill, as I understand, 
admit that it is impossible, as a matter of fact, for the Government 
to redeem these notes in coin at the time provided in the resumption 
act. They would insist, I suppose, that the Government can begin 
to redeem them, and as soon as redemption is commenced the hold- 
ers of the notes will take the will for the deed and by a sort of 
etherealized imagination take it for granted that resumption is an 
accomplished fact. This logic may convince resumptionists, capital- 
ists, and gold gamblers, but the bonest and unfortunate debtor, 
whose property is sacrificed at sheriff’s sale, and the unemployed 
laborer, whose starving family stretch out their skeleton hands for 
bread, will not understand a piece of financial jugglery that fattens 
wealth and famishes want. It may be insisted that the Government 
can borrow the coin from. abroad that may be necessary to redeem 
ite notes. I prefer to let high De e authority answer that sug- 

tion. A former Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Boutwell, upon 

is subject, says: i 


power of that institution would bearra against the whole proceeding unless 
wo gave a pledge that the coin should not be removed, and that we would ru. invest 
it in the bonds of the United States as they were offered in the markets of London. 
We were com to comply. It was in the interest of the Government that wo 


should do so, se we did not want the coinand we did want the bonds. But it 
shows the feeling that animates that central financial power of Great Britain. And 
it shows a kindred institution 


licy on the part of that institution, and of ev 
; ent of Europe, sustained 8 commercial classes, 
by which, if it were necessary and this proposition should become a law, the bonds 
woh he Pulte 2 Noak be — 1. 5 stock eee of every financial 
city. are in nine great s zurope only . 000. 000 apecie. 
That specie is held as a reserve with reference to their local business and with 
reference to the great transactions that take place between the countries of conti- 
nental Europe and Great Britain. 

Imay say, without disparaging the author of these propositions, that it is use- 
cada e that direction. There is another fact, 

wo 


ou the con 


to waste time looking in 


We recovered at Geneva an award against Great Britain of $15,500,000. 
VI 


26 


When this claim was maturing, the banking and commercial classes of Great 
2 mene, ee 9 ad ncaa 2 wens ae oe, nse cpg —.—4— 
cured the transfer of secarition, ana thas avo {ed the tran fer of coin. 

In the presence of these facta, is it to be assumed for a moment that we can go 
into the markets of the world and purchase coin with whieh we can redcem four, 
three, two, or even one hundred millions of outstanding legal-tender notes 

This is the judgment of a gentleman whose position and relations 
with the financial world enabled him to thoroughly understand the 

ugstion whether the Government could borrow the coin to redeem 
the legal-tender notes. It has been shown that the Government can- 
not redeem these notes because it does not possess and cannot control 
the means to do s0. a 

I consider the second proposition: That, if it were possible or prac- 
ticable, it would be unwise in policy and ruinous in results to do 80 
at the time specified. ' Su the Government were to redeem every 
dollar of outstanding legal-tender notes on the Ist day of January, 
1879. This redemption would necessarily withdraw them from cir- 
culation and leave in circulation only $351,861,450 in national-bank 
notes. Assuming that there would be no change in the amonnt from 
the present time until the time fixed for redemption, what would be 
the inevitable result of such diminution in the amount of the cur- 
rency? It could not be otherwise than disastrous in the, extreme, 
Of course, the gold would not enter into circulation; it would be 
hoarded. A circulation so inadequate to pay the debts and carry on 
the business of the country, the sbrin in values, the 33 
of all the industries, and the starvation of the laboring classes would 
involve us in such ruin as the world has seldom witnessed. 

Resumption does not mean the appreciation of the legal-tender 
notes to an equality with the present value of gold, but it means an 
immeasnrable increase in the price of gold and its banishment into the 
vaults of banks and the coffers of misers, with a corresponding de- 
crease in the value of all kinds of p y; and a reduction in the 
wages of labor, for which the country is not prepared, and to which 
it would not and ought’ not to submit. If = ask how the people 
will help themselves, I answer, at the ballot-box. Capital is not the 
only power in this country. The popular intuition, even before the 
demonstration of experience, discovered the mischief of the resump- 
tion act, and it will find the remedy. The remedy for political evils 
and unwise legislation may come slowly, but it will come sarely. ~ 

I bat state a truism when I say that when money is high, and the 
price or value of property falling, money is the most valuable, and 
therefore the most desirable form of wealth, and like the leaves of 
the siby],” it increases in value as it diminishes in quantity. 

If redemption on the Ist day of January, 1879, were ticable, the 
gold with which the notes were redeemed and withdrawn from cir- 
culation would be hoarded until the atog prices of property and labor 
resulting from the contraction in the volume of currency, produ 
thereby, had reached the bottom, and then it would appear to pos- 
sess the one and control the other. The country is overwhelmed 
with a burden of debt—national, State, county, municipal, and indi- 
vidual—estimated at seven and a half billions, an amount that almost 
defies the computation of figures. In the opinion of many the amount 
of money now in circulation is not sufficient to meet the wants of forty- 
five millions of people in the highest state of civilization, with wants 
constantly 3 and demands for money daily increasing, 
crushed with debt burdened with an exhaustive and unjust 
system of taxation. 

Upon the assumption that resumption succeed and the legal-tender 
notes should be redeemed, the national-bank notes, which, as we 
have seen, now amount to only $316,775,111, will constitute the only 
circulation with which the people can pay their debts and carry on 
the business of life. This is to take place suddenly, at a time arbi- 
trarily fixed by law, when the public revenues are diminishing, labor 
unemployed and unfed, clamoring for work and suffering for bread, 
poparty of every description rapidly depreciating, 8 the gold- 

ing securities of the Government as rapidly appreciating in the 
hands of 1 who obtain them at prices under the nominal 
value, and universal bankruptcy impending over millions of people, 
who at the same time possess a country without a parallel iu history 
in the extent, variety, and richness of its resources. It is not singu- 
lar that the people should challenge the wisdom of a policy under 
which these evils are found to exist and seek to change legislation 
in which they are believed to have their origin. Aud it is not strange 
that Representatives fresh from them sh be in haste to present 
aud press bills to remonetize silver and repeal procrustean resump- 


22 tion acts. 


Does any one insist that the amount of the currency is larger than 
the necessities of the people require? Does any one deny that activ- 
ity, enterprise, and improvement are co-incidents of a large circula- 
tion? Does not every one at all familiar with the subject know 
that, when money is abundant and cheap, forests are felled, factories 
are built, railroads are constructed, and that towns and cities spring 
up where sav: roamed and solitudes reigned. 

These facts are shown by the testimony of all financial experts and 

litical economists, and by the more reliable evidence of experivuce 
in all nations and ages. Upon this subject one of the greatest men 
this country ever produced, and at one time Secretary of the Treasury, 
William H. Crawford, said “ that all intelligent writers on currency 

that, where it is decreasing in amount, poverty and misery 
must prevail.” 


402 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


NOVEMBER 14, 


The American Review for 1876, upon the same subject, says: 

Dimin money and falling prices are not only oppressive upon debtors, of 
whom in eye tape saaa] 6 DNN 
ness, reduced production, and idleness. 8 annihilato profits, 
and as it is only the cx of which stim: the investment of cap- 
ital, inadequate 1 is for labor, and those who are employed can 
only be condition of diminished wages. An in amount of 
Pe traded seGusing, t ragga e atapas 

y 

“beti d, 5 the general activity and 


The following statement, compiled by an intelligent gentleman 

x nited 8 (Mr. Alexander Delmar,) 
o effects of expansion and contraction in this country from 
1832 to the present time to be as follows: : : 


From 1832 to 1837 ........| Expansion from $7.50 to 514 

From Depression. 

From ; Activity. 

From 1857 > 

From 1861 to 1865... Activity. 

From 1865 to 1870 . -| Depression. 

From 1870 to 1873 . Bankruptey. 
From 1873 to 1877 ........| Contraction fron 814 to 610 Beggars, crime, 

es, and sui- 


cide, 


Much bas been said in this discussion of the amount of currency 
and coinin France, and the prosperity which prevails in that country. 
Upon that subject Mr. Delmar says: 


France has a population of thirty-three millions and & national currency of 
$2,000,000,000, or more than $60 per We have not half that amount, a 
population of forty millions, (I may nearly forty-five millions.) with a per capita 


currency of 4 $10. Franco is prosperous aud we are pressed beyond en- 

If we have had a terrible war, so has France. If our national re- 
sources were exhausted, so were those of France. What makes the 
difference ? 

The debate in this House has developed the fact that precisely the 
same results followed contraction and expansion in Great Britain 
from 1818 to 1826, The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY 
showed from Tallis’s Illustrated Atlas of Modern History of the Worl 
the following: : 


i 
f 


£47, 737, 000 | Prosperity. 

41, 353, 948 Blattes. 

35, 129, 405 Distress. 

28, 699, 500 L Grem laren Cona peer 
82 ings calling for relief. 
33, 124, 658 |? Great prosperity and spec- 
3A, 220, 738 1 ulation. 

30, 911, 323 


Here stand the facts. What do they teach? What do they mean 
if they do not mean that distress follows contraction and that activ- 


sion? Will the opponents of this 
bill interpret these facts if t 45 do not teach that bankruptcy and 
ruin will follow the withdrawal of 8354, 490,892 United States l- 
tender notes from the circulation with no provision to supply them 
with something in their stead? It is worse than idle to insist that 
gold will take their place in the circulation. Resumption of specie 
8 in Great Britain, in 1821, brought ruin npon a generation 
n the reduction of the value of property and the of labor. 
It will do isely the same thing in the United States, in 1879, un- 
less the bill under consideration become the law of the land. 

It will be conceded that the t bulk of the indebtedness of the 
country was contracted upon the basis of an inflated currency and 
exorbitantly high prices, either during the war or since its close. 
Payment is demanded when the currency is contracted and when 
prices of property areruinously low. But one result has followed, but 
one result can follow: inability to pay. 

The third section of the resumption act has done much toward 
reaching this resulti The country was assured and understood that 
while that section provided for resumption it provided for it in a 
way that would not affect the volume of the circulation. But this 
turns out to be a delusion. Whether it was pressed through the 
House of Representatives under the previous question to prevent 
the discovery of this delusion I will not undertake to say. But one 
thing is clear from the official statement of the Comptroller of the 
Currency, and that is that under the construction of the Treasury 

ment it is a most vigorous measure of contraction. Under its 
operation there have been withdrawn directly of national-bank notes 
in less than two years, $35,086,339 ; of United States legal-tender notes, 
$27,595,447; making in the aggregate, $62,681,786. The gentleman 
from Kansas [Mr. LLIPS} showed that about $44,000,000 more had 
been retired in various ways under the operation of the act. 


ity and p ity follow 


We have had abundant crops, a large excess of imports over ex- 
ports in our foreign commerce. We have cut down the expenses of 
the Government; still debts are unpaid and interest accumulating ; 
values are shrinking and labor is almost starving. i 

I will not stop to speculate upon the amount the country is daily 
losing in the stagnation of its business and the idleness of its labor, 
If these damaging effeets have resulted from a contraction that is 
228 and continual, covering a period of two years, how can ruin 

obviated from the revulsion ensuing from contraction by the with- 
drawal suddenly and certainly of more than ene-half of the curreno. 
now in circulation without an equivalent to take its placet. It will 
as radeon d follow as effect follows cause. We cannot imperil the 
fortunes of this country upon an experiment so hazardous to every 
interest, public and private. The recent “strike,” that startled the 
country from its center to its circumference with the magnitude of 
its proportions, the 8 of its movements, and the destructive- 
ness of its operations, involving the loss of many lives and millions 
of property, contains a lesson from which capital may take warning 
De charge that the repeat of the eee ge not mean the ropa 

e tthere 0 resumption act means the repudia- 
tion of the obligation of the Government to redeem the United States 
legal-tender notes scarcely rises to a dignity that entitles it to con- 
tempt. The question of repudiation is not involved in this question 
of repeal, either directly or indirectly, immediately or remotely.: No 
time is specified in the obligation, when redemption shall take place, 
The law passed long after the obligation was incurred, fixing the 
time when it should be discharged, is no part of the obligation, The 
law can be repealed and the time changed, or the law can be repealed 
and no time fixed, leaving the question of time undetermined, as it 
was before the resumption act was without affecting the obli- 
gation and without violating the public faith in the slightest degree 
whatever. There is not the least danger that the Government will 
ever repudiate its obligation to pay the legal-tender notes, for two 
reasons: first, nobody in the Uni States favors it, and in the sec- 
ond place, the Constitution declares that the validity of the public 
debt shall never be questioned. : 

The question is not whether the Government shall ever redeem 
them, but whether a law that fixes without reason a time for re- 
demption shall be repealed. Iapprehend that every friend of repeal 
on this floor and in this country wishes to see the Government p 
every debt it owes, But, they do not wish to see the property re 
prosperity of the gnat destroyed in an effort to do.a thing which 
the Government is unable to do and under no obligation to do, to wit, 
redeem $354,490,892 in legal-tender notes on the ist day of January, 
1879, when it never prom to redeem them on that nor any other 
specified day. I look fora time in the near future when the Govern- 
ment will be able to redeem every dollar of these notes. This House, 
in my judgment, has taken au important step in that direction in 
passing the bill to remonetize silver. If this should be done, it will 
convert the amount of silver in the country from a commodity 
to.a currency, and to the extent of its production swell the volume of 
the currency. It will depreciate the value of gold, because equally 
with gold it will be a legal tender in the payment of customs duties 
and all debts except those required by the terms of the contract to 
be paid in a different currency. 

If the country can be saved from the ruin which the resumption 
act is precipitating upon it by its early repeal and the statesmanship 
of the country rises to an equality,with the emergencies upon it, 
there will be but little difficulty in returning within a few years to 
specie payments. It cannot be done, however, while the bane of all 
prosperity, fluctuation in the value of money and property, shall con- 
tinue. It can only be done when the volume of the currency becomes 
steady, the values of money and property become settled, the laws 
of supply and demand are restored to their normal relations, labor 
and capital re-adjust their relations upon the basis of reasonable 
profits for the one and just compensation for the other. 

The question has been raised in this debate why labor was eheaper 
in Europe than in the United States. The reason is obvious. Capi- 
tal has accomplished there what it seeks to do here. It has dictated 
the price of labor, and the large standing armies of the European 
despotisms suppressed complaint. The people of these United States 
do not intend to allow capital to control labor; nor do they intend 
to support a large standing army in times of peace to suppress the 
. of opinion or hush the cry of want. 

have endeavored to show that the resumption act should be re- 
pealed, because it is impossible for the Government to discharge tho 
obligation which it imposes upon it, for the reason that it does not 
possess and cannot obtain the coin necessary for that purpose. And 
that if it were possible to do so, it would necessarily withdraw from 
the circulation, already small as compared with that of other coun- 
tries, an amount that would leave the people without the means of 
paying debts and carrying on the affairs of life; that it would appre- 
ciate gold and drive it into the vaults of banks and coffers of misers, 
and so reduce the value of property and labor as to destroy the one 
and starve the other, and thus overwhelm the conntry in bankruptcy 
and ruin. That these results must inevitably follow, a very large 
portion of the people of this country have not the slightest doubt. 

With discreet legislation, the future of this conntry is full of ho 
We are returning to constitutional methods of administration, The 


ballot dominates the bayonet. Military despotism has ccased in the 
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Sonth. The virtue, intelligence, and honor of her people find ex- 
pression in the character and patriotism of her Representatives upon 
this floor and in the Senate. Sectional animosity been displaced 
by national concord and 3 The reign of the carpet- bagger 
has closed; universal contempt has embalmed him in infamy and 
sent him to history. It is but just to the colored people of the South 
to say that, since let: alone, they conduct themselves with propriety. 
High responsibilities devolve upon us. The inauguration of a systemof 
legislative and administrative policy that will develop all the mate- 
rial resources of the country, extend its commerce, correct the dis- 
orders of its finance, reward its labor, N its capital, maintain 
its faith, reform its revenue system, and mitigate the urdens of the 
le are the high obligations we have assumed upon entering these 

Halis, and, for the fidelity with which we discharge them, we mast 
answer at the bar of an en ightened publie j nt, i 

I now yield the balance of my time to my co 

Mr. TON.. How much time is left of the hour? 
The SPEAKER, Fifteen minutes. 

Mr. FELTON. Mr. Speaker, I have but few financial figures., In- 
deed, I only profess to be able to see and appreciate results, effects.: As 
in nature, there are effects that are apparent to the most casual obsery- 
er while all the secret springs which prodneed these effects may not be 
known. In disease the 3 cian has little to do with names — with the 
technical descriptions that fill up his books as so much waste limber. 
He sees before him only symptoms, and his duty is to battle with 
those N by all the appliances within his reach, In the finan- 
cial policy of this country I see and appreciate results, the effects, the 
symptoms—all indicative of a fatal termination, and demanding the 
most prompt and efficient remedies, Class legislation is destructive 
to civil liberty. It engenders resistance, it estranges the class antag- 
onized from the Government, for men cease to respect the laws which 
oppress them. The government which enacts and enforces discrim- 
inating measures must soon expect to find among its citizens one 
class who are its hereditary friends and another class who are its 
hereditary enemies. This friendship and this enmity must continue 
until one becomes the only pillar npon which the Government rests, 
or until the other cnlminates in rebellion or slavery. 

Every monarchy in Europe and in Asia, whether limited by consti- 
tional law or having no limitations thrown around the will of the 
ruler, bad its origin in personal and class preferences and is main- 
tained by legal favoritism. Divide into classes and then sustain the 
favored class by every act of the government is the maxim of despotic 
rulers. They have in general so insidiously accomplished their pur- 
pose that the enslaved class did not suspect encroachments upon their 
political, social, and industrial rights until they were powerless for 
averting the evil. si 

In this republican Government we have always resisted the forma- 
tion of classes. Equality before the law” has been the i 
position of every American citizen. We have applied this principle 
not only to men, but theoretically we have applied it to occupations 
and pursuits in life. 

An open path, unhedged by law, has been supposed to open invit- 
ingly before every occupation, every species of labor; and the man 
who had no endowment but bis 84187 for work—who was willing 
to work—who remembered that all legitimate wealth was the result- 
ant of work, bas been taught by the theory of our Government that 
under its fostering care the highest rewards were attainable. Instead 
of seeking his 1 and degradation, the law was ever 
supposed to be on his side, kindly in sympathy with his necessities, 
and Seer to stimulate rather than retard his efforts in bettering 
his condition, ; 3 

The good report of our Government in this particular has gone 
eee the world. The thousands of emigrants who have built 
up the West and who are an important facter in the future of our 
country haye been attracted here by our supposed equal laws, un- 
hedged paths of industry, our respect for labor, and the absence of 
all c distinctions. ; : 

I repeat this has been the theory of our Government, and whenever 
the people become convinced of a departure or a proposed departure 
from this principle of “equal and exact justice to all men,” they will 
resist it by all means at their command. 

The people are not yet prepared to surrender their rights into the 
hands of the few. They are not willing that monopolists, corporation- 
ists, national bondholders and the money-changers of this country 
shall become the unchallenged lords of the country, holding the soil 
and its productions, the manufacturing and mining interests, as trib- 
utaries to their wealth, 


and con Labor or working-men’s parties are all wrong, be- 
cause sey are based upon one idea, upon personal advancement, 
individual gain, to the exclusion of, or even in opposition to, other 


8 no right to make war upon capital, because capital is as 


necessary to productive industry as labor. Labor strikes and com- 


Linations on the part of employés against capital are unwise and 
destructive tothe interests of capital and labor, When these combi- 
nations resort to violence they are criminal and are deserving the con- 
demnation of every good citizen, though we are not de 


men who are dependent upon their labor for bread, whose families 
have no security agaiust starvation but their daily w who have 
not always the safeguards of intelligence and yirtne thrown around 
them, should occasionally take counsel of their passions and foolishly 
and.criminally resist the colossal combination which has for the lust 
few years waged an exterminating war upon the labor of this country. 

It is wrong and criminal for productive labor to conspire against 

ns, against bondholders, against eapital. It is equally 
wrong and criminal for capital to combine and to conspire against 
labor and by its superior power make labor a mere serf to minister to 
its exorbitant demands; to seek by unhallowed and fraudulent com- 
binations to rob agricult: manufacturing, mining, and all the 
wealth-making industries of their legitimate rewards. 

I submit that the financial legislation of this country since 1870 
has been the result of a deliberate conspiracy on the part of the 
creditor class to rob, defraud, and impoyerish the debfor class. 

. Isubmit that the act forcing resumption of specie payments in 1879 
33 the circulation of legal-tender notes, and the act of 
3, demonetizing the silver dollar, were as unjust and wicked as the 
labor strikes which haye recently startled and alarmed all good citi- 


zens, Ay 12 at 
The only difference was, the last was illegal and violent; the other 


sought to cover the outrage they perpetrated by the forms and sanc- 
tions of law. ‘ i ic 1443 
The only difference was, one was speedily and justly suppressed; the 


other, panoplied in gold and protected by ponhon influence, smiles in- 


its bloated security upon the. wrecks of fortune—the blasted hopes 
and the suffering poverty it has created. ; 

The act demonetizing silver, in my opinion, was the most deliberate 
155 . fraud upon labor known in the legislative history of 

© wor! ; ; TEF i 

The scheme for demonetizing one of the metals throughout the 
western world originated soon after the discovery of gold in Califor- 
nia and Australia. It was supposed that the production of gold woukl . 
be enormous and the governments of the world were invoked to pre- 
vent the antici decline in the valueof gold by its demonetization. 
Germany and ia did in 1857 demonetize gold, and other nations 
would have followed their lead but for the resistance of France. It 
was changed in 1865 into a movement for the demonetization of silver. 
This movement was likewise resisted by France. Here I may ro- 
mark, that France has at all times managed her finances with an 
ability unequaled among the nations of Europe. Her war with Ger- 
many increased her debt $2,000,000,000, besides the loss of two of her 
finest provinces. She appeared to be wrecked. Germany, her con- 
queror, looked on exultingly; believed she was crippled fora half 
cen but France has taught her that well-managed finances are 
more powerful than well- armies. To-day, while Germany, 
crazy about a single metallic standard and the resumption of specie 
payments, sits shivering on the vergeof national bankruptcy, France, 
with every dollar of her war fine canceled, with all her industries 
prosperous, is now, seven years after her crushing defeat, the superior 
of her conqueror, 

The French government made paper money a legal-tender for all 
debts, public and private—honored its own money.. The banking 
establishments of the country loaned to the people money in suf- 
ficient quantity to on their industries, and the people were so 
prosperous that they in turn tendered to their government the loan 
of four times the amount of money necessary to pay their war-debt. 

Such is France, that resisted the one-metallic-standard folly ; such 
is tho nation that inflates rather than contracts her currency, that 
never worries about resumption, and at the same time has iv the 
vaults of her banks more gold and silver than there is iu the com- 
bined banks of England and Germany. ij 

Germany and the United States demonetized silver in 1873, both 
Governments being influenced by one motive, namely: to protect 
and enrich the creditor class and those having fixed incomes against u 
fall in the value of money. t . 

This is the secret of this one-metallic-standard movement. They 
feared a decline in the 3 value of silver. They knew if 
they could shelve one of our metaliic standards it would quadruple 
the value of the remaining standard. , 

Enjoying “fixed incomes,” which are never affected in volume by 
the uncertainties of trade, by fickle and unreliable seasons, by sick- 
ness and the amount of work performed, they knew they, would 
thereby quadruple their wealth; that it was the certain means of 
making rich richer and the poor poorer; it would send down the 
wages of labor and the prices of commodities, 

„then, silver, the money of the Constitution, the coin which had 
been a legal-tender for all dues, public and private, from the origin 
of the Government, was deliberately. set aside, retired from eiroula- 
tion, practically driven out of the country, The for resump- 
tion lessened; indeed, made impossible; debts contractesl when gold 
yan el were both je -tenders, now to be paid only in gold; all 

or w i í 

To benefit that “ small part of capital which has ceased to labor 
and is at rest, in the form of fixed and permanent investments.“ 

But, sir, this “ money power” was not content with the demoneti- 
zation of silver. 

This did not contract the currency sufficiently. This did not shrink 
values in proportion to their greed, This did not quite transfer all 
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the gt ey Soe the country into their hands, This did not quite 

make New York and commercial New England the owners in fee 

i of the cotton-fields of the South and the grain-fields of the 
est. : 

Ever on the alert, in 1875 they devise and consummate the grand- 
est scheme of contraction known to the history of governments, at 
a time when the public and private indebtedness of this country 
was x dpe, dike oh there was the national debt, upon which the 
Government paid interest, alone, since the war, amounting to 
$1,422,057,577 ; there was the railroad debt, amounting, at the time 
this iniquitous law was enacted, to about 85,000,000, 000, upon which 
the labor of the conntry was paying interest; to which must be 
added the State and municipal indebtedness of the country, swelling 
the entire indebtedness of the country to about $10,000,000,000, upon 
which labor is paying interest. Then, there is the private indebted- 
ness of the country, absolutely incalculable. ‘ y 


Then, there was the southern section of our country, laid waste by 


war, with her former immense wealth—abont $7,000,000,000—blotted 
out; her fields uncultivated ; her once happy homes, many of them, in 
ashes; her farmers without implements of husbandry, without stock, 
and without credit; all her esta 9 Pre prostrate—widowhood and 
orphanage throughout the land. Just at this time the Government 
resolves to contract. the currency, bringing every commodity and 
every species of labor down to a gold basis, and unquestionably reduc- 
ing the debtor class to penury and want. 7 k 

t has been said that the issuing of our greenback currency was a 
war necessity. It was intended to sustain the country during the 
exhausting pinky pe in which it was engaged. It was successful in 
doing this; and I submit that a currency which was essential durin 
riod of waste and destruction—the stimulant that preserved 
the vital forces of the nation during the war—is more a necessity at 
the close than it was during the excitement of that struggle; that, 


so long as the sequences of that war continued, so long the stimulant 
should be applied. The physician who suspends his remedies just as 
the paroxysm p: 


asses off, either ignorantly or criminally, delivers up 
his patient to death. When the national life deman a contin- 
uance of the stimulant which had borne it through the crisis, just as 
the wild delirium of war was abont to subside into reason, just when 
our industries most needed help—just then all encouragements were 
withdrawn and financial ruin ensued. 

Like the poor mania we read of who was wild with rage, the 
evil spirit was rebuked and its departure left him as “one dead ;” 
but fortunately there was “power and goodness” at hand. He was 
commanded to arise, and he sprang into life, health, and happiness. 
Alas! alas! when our industries were left as “one dead” there was 
no dene with 3 to say, “ Arise.” There they lay in 
their helpless exhaustion, and their dying condition was seized upon 
by interested parties to rob and despoil them. 

Sir, it seems to me we should learn something from history, for 
history is philosophy teaching by example. 

In England, it is said, the years from 1797 to 1815 were the most 
prosperons, industriously and commercially, ever known. Agricul- 
ture, commerce, and manufactures had greatly augmented. The 
landed eee were in affluence. Wealth to an unheard-of ex- 
tent had been created 2 the farmers. Exports, imports, and ton- 
pe had more than doubled since the war began. 

hese eighteen years of B abe i were years of suspension of 
specie payments by the Bank of England. There was no abatement 
in this prosperity until the moneyed nobility, led on by Sir Robert 
Peel, began to clamor for resumption. Then all this prosperity of 
labor, this universal and unheard-of , ceased, 

As soon as contraction commenced prices fell to a ruinous extent. 
Wages fell with the prices of commodities, and it is said that before 
the close of the year 1816 panic, bankruptcy, riot, bloodshed, and 
starvation spread throngh the land. 

The Ist of May, 1823, had been fixed upon by law when the banks 
should resume, and they contracted their circulation rapidly to meet 
the gold and silver standards of value. The result was that from 
1815 to 1823 more than four-fifths of the land-owners of England lost 
their estates. The numberof land-owners was reduced from one hnn- 
dred and sixty thousand to thirty thousand, and, in the language of 
Wendell Phillips, “bankruptey, the very history of which makes the 
blood cold to-day, blighted the empire. ' 

Why all this suffering? Why all these tears? Why all this deso- 
lation? It was brought about by men who had determined to drive 
paper money from circulation, had determined to bring down prices 
and wages, and had especially determined to bring all the real estate 
of the kingdom within their ion. They triumphed. To-day 
the immense fortunes of the English lords and the vassalage of the 
English peasantry are attributable to the villainies of England’s re- 
sumption laws. every panic with which England has been afflict- 
ed—in the one just referred to, and also in 1836 and 1839, in 1847 and 
in 1857, and especially in 1866, relief was only obtained by the repeal 
of the resumption laws and by inflating the paper currency of the 


country. 

What a striking contrast between England at the close of her 
Napoleonie wars and France at the close of her war with Germany. 
The latter power, instead of contracting her currency expands it; 
makes her notes a legal tender, pays her debts, sends thrift and pee: 
perity through all ber provinces, abolishes the empire, and establishes 


a republican form of government. The finances are managed in the 

interest of the people and not in the interest of an aristocracy, and 

— 55 “St ee gi ves place to a government by the people and 
or the people. 

While the difference between ger and France is striking, the 
resemblance between the financial policy of this Government and 
that of 1 e is also impressive. During our late civil war the 

le of the North and West were never more prosperous in all of their 
industrial pursuits.’ Every department of industry was stimulated to 
the utmost ee farmers and manufacturers, merchants and 
bankers, all were ric iy rewarded for their labor and investments. In 
1865, at the close of the war, this prosperity was still in existence. 

This prosperity extended in part to the devastated South and ena- 
bled her for a brief period to restore her waste places and gather 
supplies to feed her houseless population. The cireulation of money 
among the people at this time amounted to 858 per capita. The facts 
assure us thatif this volume of currency had u continued until 
this time the burdens of taxation would have been well-nigh removed, 
the debts of the nation, of States; of corporations, antl especially of 
e re Eon have beenwell-nigh canceled; “ tramps” would 
never have been heard of; riots would never have disgraced Pennsyl- 
vania and other northern States; all sectional strife and class suprem- 
acy would long since have been submerged under a tide of unrivaled 
public and private p ty. 

Alas! as in England, so in this country, during the war the com- 
mercial preys egen, New York and New England, from their 
superior advantages, gathered in the“ bonds“ of the Government: 
the crystallized tears, blood, losses, and poverty of the nation—these 
exponents of a nation’s travail. 

very dollar that the speculators and bankers of New York and 
Boston could accumulate in this time of prosperity,and which was 
not expended in hiring substitutes to tuke their places in the field, 
where brave men were battling for the Union, every dollar that the 
camp-followers and bomb-proof office-holders could command, was 
invested in Government securities at about fifty cents on the dollar. 
{Langhter and a eee, 

Europe with its unemployed capital bought up these bonds— 
men who had no atar with the labor and struggles of this coun- 
e antiquated Shylocks, who stood sharpening their knives and 
soliloquizing with themselves: i 

PH have the heart as forfeit of the bond. Pl cut near the heart. 


“IN have my bond. I will not hear thee 
I'll have my bond; and therefore speak 
TIl not be mado a soft and dull-e 

To shake the head, 


TI have no speaking; T'U have my bond!" 


At the close of the war, these American and European Shylocks, as 
5 did in England, became clamorous for contraction! They cared 
nothing for specie payments. This was a mere pretense to accom- 
plish their ultimatum, contraction. 

pecie was a mere “decoy” to lead the unsuspecting, productive 
classes into their meshes. Their capital was fixed, and they desired 
to convert it into products of labor, and they must first shrink the 
valne of those products to bankrupt rates. 

They have triamphed! ‘The agitation of the question sent labor 
down, sent real estate down. Then, through their influence, camo 
the demonetization of silver; then the resumption law; each with 
a view to contraction; and as the coils of the anaconda tightened a 
wail went up throughout the land—a wail tbe es the wail that 
went up throughout England, and which is described as making the 
“blood ran cold.’ 

The failures in business have heen innumerable; the Joss from 
shrinkage in values has been incalculable; the suffering from re- 
duced wages has been appalling. 

Homes, comforts, and even the necessities of life, have passed for- 
ever from once happy families. Hard and grinding poverty is press- 
ing our citizens in every section of the country; in every avenue of 
trade and production. Railroads and banks are being wound up by 
receivers ; savings institutions are disappearing; furnaces and fac- 
tories are suspended; mining property isa burden to the owners; 
merchants are being driven, by the thousands, into voluntary or in- 
voluntary bankruptcy; employés are standing “all the day idle,“ 
because no man is able to hire them. The farmers—the strength of 
the country, the primary source of all wealth—have been reduced to 
the greatest straits. The farmers of the South are not realizing from 
the sales of their cotton the- cost of production. In many of the 
States after paying for labor and fertilizers and other expenses, they 
find themselves inextricably in debt, Georgia, the leading southern 
State in all the elements of agricultural and manufacturing wealth, 
and whose citizens, in every industry and enterprise, are without a 
superior, decreased in taxable property last year $15,902,134. Ten- 
nessee decreased over $31,000,000; and these are the most prosperous 
in their material industries of all the Southern States, Texas alone 
excepted. It is much worse among the uctive classes in the West 
and in the North. The shrinkage there has been greater and the suf- 


no wore, 


fering more intense. For while the South is not accumulating, and 
cannot until contraction is arrested or until it touches its lowest 
depths, yet there is no one starving there as in the North. There are 
no riots there; there are no strikes there; every man; white or black, 
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can, if he will, have “food and raiment;“ but there is financial dis- 
tress there, and as in the North and West, this distress must con- 
tinue while contraction of the currency continues, Why all this 
distress? Why all this forced poverty? Simply to enrich Hefe, 

It is said by ihe friends of resumption that the panic of 1873 came 
before the resumption aet passed, but these ial pleaders must 
remember that during the Forty-first Congress, in March, 1869, an act 
was passed in these words: And the United States also solemnly 
pledges its faith to make provisions at the earliest practicable period 
for the resumption of the United States notes in coin,” and also all 
other obligations of the United States except where itis expressly pro- 
vided to be paid in lawful money or other currency. 

Here was an assurance of speody resumption which destroyed con- 
fidence in the paper money of the country, and the contraction which 
had been going on since 1865, now went on more rapidly until all 
confidence was lost in the panic of 1873. Here was a 8 by 
the Government of its own lawful money; and can we be surprised 
that all men discredited that money ? 

Confidence! We hear continually about the restoration of confi- 
dence. Confidence in a ship while the scuttlers are at work to send 
it to the bottom! Confidence in a“ promise to pay,” while the sappers 
and miners are remoying the foundations of value upon which that 
promise is made! 

The following extract from the report of the “silver commission” 
should be remembered: 

It is maintained by many that existing evils are the results of a loss and lack of 
confidence and that the suflicient 8 would be found in its restoration. On 
all occasions they portray in glowing phrase the Apuane prospett which 
would follow if moneyed and other capitalists would freely exhibit confidence by 
inaugurating industrial and commercial ent But it is to be observer that 
they content themselves with recommending confidence to others while they are 
careful not to make a practical exhibition of any on their own They seem 
to be unconsciously influenced by the view that while they might protit ty the 
confidence of others confidence on their own part might involve them in losses. 

The real mischief is not the lack of confidence, but the lack of any legitimate 
grounds for confidence; and there neither will be nor ought to be any revival or 
extension of contidence so long as the yolume of money continues to shrink 
prices continue to fall. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] on yesterday 
from his (Laughter and applause. ] [Mr. CHITTENDEN stood at the 
Clerk’s desk while speaking] announced to the country that loafers, 
gamblers, and bankrupts, the worst. elements of society, favored the 
repeal of the resumption law. 

is the gentleman already designating the classes of society which 
favor or oppose this repeal, putting the rich on one side and the poor 
on the other Spee I know po whether: these 1 ters advocate or 
oppose repeal, e thin, o know, every millionaire, every man 
who owns two or three hundred 8 dollars in . 
securities is opposed to repeal and advocates a system of hard and 
grinding poverty for the debtor, 

I suppose the T rere means by “bankrupt” a man who is un- 
able to pay his debts, which inability has been brought about by this 
system of contraction which he advocates. Still the ruinous work of 
contraction goes on and millions of “ greenbacks” are being retired 
and destroyed by the Government monthly and the national banks 
are likewise retiring their circulation by millions, in preparation for 
the pro day of resumption. Still the ruinous work must go on 
until 1579; and false comforters assure us that “light is ahead,” that 
the margin between greenbacks and gold is very small, that the 
chasm is almost filled up, and that all. these things will “ right them- 
selres. 

Yes! I know these things will right themselves. 

Look at thatstorm-driven ocean. Darkness and hurricane are upon 
the deep. Signal-guns of distress are heard through the gloom, 
Ships are goin Sane by the hundred, and thousands of precious lives 
are g in 
In the midst of this ruin there stand the “wreckers ” [pointing to 
Mr. CHITTENDEN, who was standing near] awaiting their prey and 
comforting themselves with the Words: “these things will right 
themselves.” CApplanse.} 

Yes, sir; I know that the morning sun will rise brightly upon a 
calm sea. Every wave shall have subsided. The fragments shall 
have floated off to some neighboring shore and the dead will have 
pees . Things have rig themselves on that sea. [Great 
applause. 

On motion of Mr, Housx, by unanimous consent, Mr. FELToN’s time 
was extended till the conclusion of his speech.] 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. , I ask for half a minute, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I object, Not half a minute to the “ wrecker.” 
(Laughter. 

Mr. CHI NDEN. Iam indebted for half a minnte to my friend 
from New Jersey, [Mr. HaRDENBERGH, ] who is next entitled. to the 


oor. 

ae SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. EDEN.) The House will come to 

order. 

Mr. TURNER. I move that we adjourn for some minutes until 

Peers aie can be supplied to the corpse from New York. 
augliter. 


Mr. CHITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. COX, of New York. I hope my colleague will have a fair hear- 
ple. 

ork. The favor was granted to the 


as a Representative of the 
Ir. TOWNSEND, of New 


a 


gentleman from G ia [Mr. FELTON ] of an extension of his time, 
and the privilege should be granted to the gentleman from New York 
to reply 

Mr. HanpENBEROR I yield the gentleman three minutes. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. He ought to have his own time. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH. I ask unanimous consent that the gentlo- 
man from New York may have three minutes of my time to make a 
personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The gentleman can yield him a por- 
tion of his time. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH. I yield him three minutes. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I will not return to the argument. There is 
no man who knows my life who does not know that when I went to 
the unusual place of the Clerk’s desk to speak yesterday, I went to 
speak the truth according as I understand it. The gentleman from 
Georgia has referred to me as a ba, geet ge L understood him cor- 
rectly—as owning Government bonds, and therefore personally inter- 
ested in this question. It is about eight years, Mr. Speaker, since I 
have held or owned a Government bond; and, although I spoke fa- 
vorably yesterday of national banks, I parted with my last share of 
stock in national banks more than five years ago. 

I do not make this statement to conciliate anybody ; it is nobody’s 
business but my own; but I make it toexplode and expose to the 
world the fallacies and illusions which obscure this question—for the 
question before this House is before the world, It is a question now 
whether the credit, and honor, and 8 of the United States 
shall be sacrificed in the presence of all mankind and sunk into a 
bottomless pit of disgrace! 

I therefore say that any man that aims blows at me as a holder of 
Government securities or as being interested in the national banks 
mistakes the mark. The bonds I hold are toa largs extent those of 
defaulting railroads and States, and my own case fairly represents the 
condition of ig onanan ak I have not come here, sir, withont ex- 
perience and knowledge of this question of currency, I have not 


and | come bere and dared to utter anything on this subject that I have not 


carefully considered, If I had time I could expose the fallacies, the 
8 the absurdities of the last speaker, so that no man who is 
capable of forming an honest judicial opinion upon any great ques- 
tion could possibly make any mistake about this one. 
There has never been such mimicry of legislation as was witnessed 
on this floor November 4. There never was any subject of equal 
itude discussed by a deliberative body or passed upon by a 
deliberative body in which there was so much of error, so much 
of ignorance, so much of prejudice and passion, so much of that 
spit, which, unrestrained, will assuredly destroy the integrity and 
the peace of this nation; there never was any question eee here 
in which there was so much said that was absolutely wrong, abso- 
lutely ridiculous, ruinous, leading only to utter dishonor, [Ap- 


plause. 

Mr. DENBERGH. Mr. Speaker, as a member of the commit- 
tee which has reported this bill to the House I deem it a duty I owe 
to myself and my constituency to give record to the reasons which 
compel me to antagonize its passage. 

No part of the American people can feel a deeper interest upon the 
great question of national finance than those I represent, nor have 
any, either in or war, in prosperity or disaster, felt a higher 
regard for the honor and dignity of the Republic. guj 2 alike 
with the rest of the country from the paralysis which su ed the 
great disturbance of our finances in 1873, oceasioned by the reckless 
spirit of speculation and extrav: ce which follows inevitably in 
the train of war, with all its horrid front, they have awaited with 
unfaltering hope, even when the spirit of the hour invited many of 
them recently to outbreak, the arrival of that day when a restored 
confidence should strike its accustomed blows for labor and the sons 
of toil who throng our marts find that employment which shall ban- 
ish starvation from their homes and give peace and security to the 
entire land. 

I know, sir, at such a time as this the great responsibility of the 
vote which I must give upon this absorbing question, which is lifted 
above party and party obligation. It knows no State, nor can it be 
confined to any section, but of intensest interest to each as counected 
with the destiny of forty millions of freemen. Hence it has seemed 
to me extremely unwise that the two great questions of the resump- 
tion of spede payments and the remonetization of silver should be 
forced thus early for final action, without that calm deliberation 
which should appertain to our national legislation, 

This extra session of Congress was called for no such purpose, nor 
had it been intimated that at once these questions were to be consid- 
ered. The Forty-fourth Congress had refused the e of the 
Army bill unless the troops were to be withdrawn from tbe Southern 
States. In that measure I concurred, for I knew the t masses of 
the South were sickened with the sounds of martial musie where 
freemen were engaging in the struggle not of war but for represeuta- 
tion. The Frencena had „ ere eke ich and it was 
supposed to be simply our duty to vote the appropriation necessary 
for the Army in its employment elsewhere. 

The popular mind was comparatively at rest upon the question of 
finance. A commission had been appointed to consider the whole 
question of silver and its remonetization, and some plan we had 
hoped might find adoption, which, by raising the standard to an 
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nality with gold, would commend it to a universal acceptance as 
the Tegal re ADTA of value. In this, sir, we have been disap- 
pointed, and the final vote was called before opportunity was afforded 
to consider the several reports of the commission; and in an hour, 
without debate and without a definite knowledge as to the effect 
upon our currency or our credit, we have cut this Gordian knot, upon 
which the wisest and the ablest of statesmen have differed for 
many years, and attempted by our action to raise by legislation the 
valne of our silver coin to a price which the whole world will refuse 
to recognize. I cannot but think it unwise, impolitic, and unjust. 

That the law of 1875 fixing the date of resumption was injudi- 
cious, I cannot but believe. The laws of trade and commerce will, 
like the waves of the ocean, regulate themselves, and, like them, 
become the purer by their own natural action. But a date havin 
been fixed, and in our approach to it finding our currency approxi- 
mating to gold, the honor of our Government, sacredly given, that 
on Jaunary 1, 1879, it would redeem its obligations—with business 
reviving in anticipation of that event—yet now to crush, at one rude 
blow, the hope so fondly cherished, that we were emerging from the 
wilderness of our financial doubt and insecurity into the broad and 
open plains of the public confidence, will shock this country from 
center to circumference. 

_ No expressions here yet from the financial officers of the Govern- 
ment appointed by law to control onr finances and give annual re 
upon their condition, and with but limited time for debate upon these 
prost questions, though more than one-half of the members of this 

Ionsė sit here for the first time, we must yet decide, and decide at 
once, affecting by our hurried answer to the roll-call millions on 
millions of value, If in thus doing we are not undermining our 
financial security and giving loose rein to national repudiation, I 
know not in what readier mode it can be attained. 

I knowit has been the effort of the ages to create values without 
substance, and which have as often 1 2 pa ruin not only upon the 
heads of their inventors, but deluged the lands with ruin. The war 
clouds have rolled away and peace, we might suppose, should every- 
where prevail now that the serried tramp of the soldier is removed. 
But there is not yet that peace which as a nation we should crave. 
Unsatisfied hunger and thirst for employment are everywhere around 
us. We find the evidences of it in the constant applications made 
to us by the thousands who seek position under the Government be- 
cause they can find no employment elsewhere. 
` What.can, what has 31 all this, but the disturbance between 
capital and labor and the uncertainty prevailing as to any permanent, 
positive value to the currency of the nation, upon which contracts 
may be made and real estate find a fixed and positive value. How 
much longer shall we postpone the day? If not in this, tell me, I 
pray you, will it be in the next decade of years, or during the 
ent century? You may say the laws of trade will regulate of them- 
selves the time, and so they would, if no day had been fixed, as by 
the mischievous law of 1875; but haying given your bond, you now 
refuse its payment; and who will believe your Government which 
has once thus broken its lighted faith? 

The salvation of a nation’s honor calls men by hundreds of thou- 
sands to the field. It claims the life of the citizen if necessary to 
defend that honor and restore its rights. Is there no honor due from 
the Government to its own citizens? Hasits plighted faith no meanin 
when they are dependent u it through all the varied branches o 
successful industry? Can labor receive its reward save as capital 
affords employment? Can capital afford employment save as pro- 
tected byits Government? I turn, sir, with an abiding faith from the 
new-fangled doctrines of our modern financiers to the cherished opin- 
ions of the great lights of our history as enunciated by Jefferson, by 
Jackson, and by Benton, and give value to the coin that can only be 
extracted by the giant arms of labor from the bosom of the earth, and 
not that which is the representative of indebtedness and issued by mill- 
ions within the brief limit of a day or of a week. 

It is the costly promise to pay without the labor which makes 
that pay of substantial valne. Sir, among the many letters received 


from my constituents I make mention of one who advises me strongly - 


to vote for inflation, as he finds prosperity only to have reigned 
during such periods of our finances. 

I have advised my good friend, sir, that his theory was in all 
respects correct, except that he had not made Pre for the day 
of payment. I have no disposition to encroach with long series of 
statistics upon the time which has been allotted for this discussion. 

My appeal is for a nation’s honor and a nation’s faith. I yield re- 
spect to those who differ from the views I represent. I know it is 
easier to touch the popatár chord by qnoting the despotism of capi- 
tal, but the debt which has been created was mainly to sustain t 
nation’s life and preserve to the ages of the future the bright and 
beautiful example of an empire consecrated to freedom. By all the 
memories of the past, its expended treasure. its million heroes who 
have fallen in the shock of tle, [invoke you to the utmost care 
that by one rude act you spread not the spirit of repudiation through- 

‘out the land and invite disaster worse tlan we yet have seen. 

The splendor of our arms will be dimmed by the failure to discha’ 
onr national obligations, and the poor spectacle given to the world of a 
Government founded upon the liberties of man unable to redeem its 
promises and its plighted faith. I trust, sir, that I may not be mis- 
understood. The ‘act of 1875 should never have been passed; but 


having been passed and our financial policy thus far dictated by it, 
every consideration of public virtue should bind us to the perform- 
ance of the promise therein expressed or find a remedy compatible 
with the public honor. In the discussion already had upon this ques 
tion, the whole field of finance has been traversed and the national 
banks unwisely and unnecessarily assailzd as thongh each repre- 
sented a monopoly of prodigious importance and inimical to the bet- 
ter interests of the country. 

They were called into existence by the emergencies of the Govern- 
ment, and have performed their functions in a manner most accept- 
able to the country, and in the hundreds of millions of cireulation 
issued by them have caused no loss to the people, but afforded them a 
currency accepted by the whole country in every portion of its wide 
domain. The misfortunes whieh so frequently attended the State 
banks, whose circulation was floated at such high prices of discount 
when held by people of other States, gave rise at the North, many 
years before the war of 1861, to the security system, which at the 
same time rendered banking free, yet uired a pledge of public 
stocks, and those of Ohio, Virginia, New’ York, Tennessee, Missouri, 
and Pennsylvania were used, that, no matter in what manner the 
banks might be conducted, yet their promises to pay, held by the 
great masses of the people in the ordinary transactions of trade, were 
never dishonored and the great ultimatum, the secarity of the bill- 
holder, was preserved. à 

The national system is practically the same, with the exception that 
Government bonds were required to be held as security and the notes 
of issue in their corporate names were furnished by the Government 
instead of by the States; and for this privilege a war tax was im- 
posed, and still remains to this day, unjust and oppressive. The bonds 
they hold are for moneys paid to the Government and used by it in 
the payment of its obligations, while the interest paid upon them is 
precisely the same as if held by a private individual. 

Erase from the statute-book ay your national-banking act and 
the common sentiment of the people would still requira their re-or- 
ganization of the banks under State law, to have their eirenlation 
secured, that the laborer might not suffer loss, The bonds of the 
Government would, in all probability, be used for the purpose, The 
State would exact no such tax as the Government now does; and 
who then would be the loser but the Government itself? And if the 
Government finds its resources diminished it must find compensation 
from other sources. 

It is quite possible, sir, that in the solution of this vast qnestion 
the national bunks might become active agents for the purpose. The 
fear of the day and of the hour is the positive date fixed for resump- 
tion, and all business is paralyzed on its account, for the reason that 
three hundred and fifty millions of legal-tender notes are awaiting 
their redemption within little more than one year from to-day. 

The amount is great and the figures comparatively perplexing, but 
yet not great as compared with the energies and resources of the 
nation. t the Treasury now sell from time to time the bonds of the 
Government to an amount sufficient for the redemption of its legal- 
tenders, bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 4 per cent., and per- 
mit them to reach the people at par through the agencies of the 
national so that every section can obtain its fair proportion, 
and I believe, sir, they will readily be accepted by the people in sums 
for investment of $50, $100, $500, and $1,000, as may be required, the 
greenbacks will gradually be retired 3 shock to trade, and 
resumption you will find thus practically assured long before the date 
which Con has fixed by law. 

The legal-tenders are a debt we owe, and, however unpopular in the 
irredeemable quality they hitherto have possessed, we must yet remem- 
ber they were our aid to the soldier upon the field and represent to-day 
the glories of a restored brotherhood, wide as the domain of the Re- 
pob Better a thousand times to increase our funded debt at a 
ow rate of interest, to discharge it through the generations of the 
future, for whom it was created, than be longer the witnesses of 
a eurrrency issued for p long since achieved, floating still nn- 
redeemed, and the Treasury be relieved from hoarding coin for the 
next twelve months, with its depressing effects upon trade and the 
investments of capital, that work may be given to the people. 

In the economies to which I hope, sir, we are tending in all the de- 
partments of national, State, and municipal governments, in the cut- 
ting down of enormous salaries, the additional interest to be paid 
upon these bonds will not be felt in proportion to the benefits to be 
received. We have no right to re-issue the legal-tender currency. 
Even for war parposes; of doubtful constitutionality, now that peace 
reigns, they should be promptly retired from circulation in a manner 
the least affecting commercial interests. Wherein differs the nation 
from an individual who, of ample means, yet permits his 
obligations to go to protest, and thus adds only to bis embarrassments 
when the remedy is at hand of giving a lien upon his property and 
thus discharging his obligations by paying those from its proceeds 
whom he may owe, thus enabling his waiting creditors to discharge 
alike their o ligations, and he himself by stricter measures of econ- 
omy gradually p for the final removal of his lien 


I know no sounder system than this except that it necessarily in- 
volves a careful prudeuce and a wise economy, and one that bids us 
live within our means. Then, sir, I would erase from the statnte- 
book the provisions of the law which now imposes a tax of 10 per 
cent, upon tho issue of State banks, with a sceured circulation in 
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such modes as the States may deem proper to provide. Capital, by 
i secured 


means of the circulation thus obtained, will be to the war- 
worn sections, and the hum of reviving industry give cheer to the 
toils of labor and a groater harmony be established betwecn capital 
and labor than for many years has been acknowledged. 


We must build up and not destroy, We mustengender the spirit of | sha 


mutual confidence and mutual trust, and legislate in the spirit which 
seeks the rather to prevent the causes which induce the laborers’ 
strike than how best to crush them in their unfortunate wars with 
capital. The national debt thus finding a final limit, without a cur- 
rency of more than three hundred millions awaiting a forced resump- 
tion and eausing such unusual anxicty, with a world to feed and 
clothe from the inexhaustible resources of our Western and our 
Southern States, the precious metals will assume and retain their 
place, as the 

Giant arms of labor, 

Plantiog deserte, bridging ocean 

n 
In the wilderness of time,” 


shall woo and win them from their rocky conch in sums sufficient 
for all the exchangesof commerce. With the faith of the nation to its 
people redeemed and every cause of nnkindness and alienation to 
each other removed, as the spade and the plow, the loom and the 
anvil shall respond to the toils of the cheerful and contented laborer, 
who is pleading now for work to save himself at once from hunger 
and make the nation great, with the sentiment confessed that resump- 
tion is through confidence and ‘confidence through resumption, we 
shall march onward and upward in the smile of Omnipotence to the 
highest triumphs possible to our American civilization. 

af 1 51 fifteen minutes to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 

ACON. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I have not obtruded myself into this dis- 
cussion with any view or expectation of arguing the great question 
which it calls up for our consideration. My time is too short aud the 
subject has beensolargely discussed that it would hardly warrant me in 
going over that nd at length. My main object, sir, is, I confess, 
to set myself right with my constituents, I think I know what their 
opinions were when I left home, and I think they knew what mine 


were, and I am very anxious that they should not come to any conelu- 


sion that I have become remonetized after the fashion that we have 
seen presented here and, above all, that I have not become iuflated 
by any internal process of development or by means of any external 


ressure, 
$ I have witnessed, I confess, upon this floor some demonstrations 
that have a little surprised me ; some votes have been cast that have 
rather 8 red me. I think if there is a State in the Union that 
stands up for honest money and for the payment of our debtsit is the 
t State of which I have the honor to represent a small fraction. 
nd yet I have seen votes given—all right doubtless in view of those 
who gave them—but that seemed to me very much at war with what 
I have always supposed to be the views of that great constituency. 
And some gentlemen have seemed to me to be strangely spaces 
They remind me of a gentleman in London who was once met by a 
man all shriveled, crippled, and bent over, dragging himself along 
with great difficulty, who tried to call himself to the recognition of 
this gentleman. He said to the cripple, “ Where did yon come from?“ 
Sir,“ says he, “I came straight out of Yorkshire.” „“ Well,“ said he, 
“if you came straight out of Yorkshire you have got confoundedly 
twisted by the way.” [Laughter.] I have not been without my ap- 
prehensions that some gentlemen have got somehow or other twisted 
and are not ocenpying precisely the position that their constituents 
expected them to occupy. But that I will not undertake to deal with. 
It is their affair, not mine. I only desire my constituency shall at least 
understand that I am upon this question where I have always been. 
I am for resumption, pure and simple. I am for the resumption act. 
Ido not stop to argue these various amendments that have been in 
such profusion presented here. I go for the act itself; not becanse 
it was the best act perhaps that could have been framed; not because 
it was the perfection of human reason, but becanse under the circum- 
stances it was the best thing we could do, and it seems to me, I con- 
fess, the best thing we can now fall back npon. Ido not want “a line 
erased nor a star obscured.” I stand for the act as it is upon the stat- 
ute-book and shall vote to retain it there. 

Mr. Speaker, of course I have not the presumption to expect that I 
shall change any vote or effect any Pal result. I have seen what 
an inflexible and an unyielding ma, e can dó when, with a step 
steady as time and an appetito keen as death, it marches toward its 
object. We saw the other day, on the silver bill, clearly manifested, 
the power of a majority upon a bill which many I suspect who voted 
for it would have been quite willing to see very tly modified at 
least. It came here like Richard the hunchback, “sent before its 
time into this breathing world, scarce half made up, and that so 
lamely and unfashionable” that its best friends would hardly be will- 
ing to recognize or adopt it; and yet, with no word of debate, no op- 
portunity for amendment, it, by the power of a relentless majority, 
passed through the House, and gentlemen flattered themselves, I sup- 

08%, that if that bill is permitted to pass through Con we shalt 


bere a bright and glorious time; the golden age will return. No, 
sir, not the golden age, for, as for gold, it will be “like augel-visits, 


few and far between;” a silver age. The patriarch Job said that 

“he washed his steps with butter.” We are expected, I suppose, to 

be clad in silver and to walk upon silver pavements, That is the 

happy vision that some gentlemen have fashioned. for themselves, 

Well, sir, it may be; but I shall wait until I see that day before I 
U believe in it. 

But now, sir, let me say a word or two as to this bill, What, sir, 
do we want with an increased circulation of greenbacks? because 
the object, I take it, of this repeal of the resumption clause is to se- 
cure an additional inflation of the currency and a large effusion of 
greenbacks. Sir, has not the 3 of the last few years taught 
us something ? Has it not taught us that the last thing we want is 
increased currency? What can we do with it? Does the country 
wantit? If so, the country can have it at any moment in as large a 
volume as any necessities of legitimate business can demand. 

There was a great outery in 1873 for an increased effusion of this 
kind of money, and it was poured out to the extent of some 
$36,000,000. Did it give any relief to the country? Let history 
tell. No, sir; we have been laboriously and with great trouble get- 
ting back the very issuc that was made at that time and which it 
was supposed would relieve the country so greatly. The country has 
had more currency during the last three years than it could make an 
profitable use of, and that is demonstrated by the fact that legal- 
tenders have been retired to the extent of some twenty-six or twenty- 
seven millions of dollars, and national-bank circulation more than 
$37,000,000. Now, if more had been wanted, more was at hand and 
ready to be used; but it was not called for; on the contrary, contrac- 
tion instead of inflation was what the country needed, What is 
this greenback that we hear sọ much of but a promissory note of 
the Government of our country, and not only that, but a dishonored 
note of our Government f It has been dishonored for years. It 
should have been paid, and it has not been paid, 

Now, sir, if a country merchant in a little town of five hundred in- 
habitants had suffered his aper to lie over one week as Government 
paper has done for years, he would not have had credit worth six- 
penos: To be sure the honor of the Government is pledged for re- 

mption, 3 not at any particular time; still it isa debt, and 
no man ever paid a debt yet that I heard of by giving a promissory 
note, Wecannot congratulate ourselves as the man did when he gave 
a promissory note, and said that he thanked God that debt was paid. 
It was not paid at all; it was only converted in another shape. The bill 
had to be met, and just so we must meet this paper, and it has got to 
come to that. We have to redeem this paper, these promissory notes 
which have gone so long dishonored and discredited, and the Govern- 
ment honor and integrity is pledged to it, and the resumption act 
seeks to accomplish that plain duty, one of the plainest duties that 
ever rested upon the Government of this land. Sir, we are in a con- 
dition to do this thing; we are marching along steadily toward it; 
and if no obstacle is interposed, no trouble borrowed, we shall secure 
the end and arrive at that much desired result. 

I had hoped indeed, sir, that on this subject we should almost all 
have been agreed. My great State, as 1 have already said, is almost 
a unit for it. As a State, by our own legislation we are pledged to 
resumption in 1879. WaT sir, only some two years ago, under the 
lead of that distinguished statesman, Governor Seymour, the demo- 
cratic convention of my State passed the strongest sible resolution 
upon this very subject. It resolved emphatically that the public 
credit was to be maintained, the public debt paid, and that steady 
steps were to be taken toward resumption. No step backward,” 
was the language of that platform, in hisown emphatic words. The 
republican convention also strongly indorsed the same doctrine, That 
has been the avowed creed of our public men and of all our public 
utterances until this time, when we are confronted with a new revela- 
tion from another quarter, but not from the democrats of the State 
of New York as a body, as I am quite willing to believe. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Will my colleague allow me to interrupt 
him for a moment? 

Mr. BACON. Well, sir, my time is very brief. i 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will only take one moment. 

The SPEAKER 25 tempore, (Mr. EDEN in the chair.) Does the gen- 
tleman from New York yield to his colleague ? ; 

Mr. BACON. Yes, sir; I will yield. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I suppose, as I am the only demoerat from 
the State of New York who voted for the silyer bill and for other 
matters that I might be allowed to ask my honored friend 
a question. I ask him whether or not, if he cousiders that we are 
going in the line of resumption or going from it when we undertake 
to demonetize or to remonetize silver? Fask him whether he is will- 
ing to repudiate the law under which our bunds are to be paid, when 
the express language of the statute and of the bond is payable in 
coin”—is he willing to repudiate the law so as to make them paya- 
ble in something besides coin, to wit, in gold only, when silver 
also is coin?” 

Mr. BACON. I will not undertake to answer the gentleman at this 
time 
Mr. COX, of New York. I do not want to confuse my friend’s argu- 
ment at all by my questions, but inasmuch as he has called the dem- 
ocracy of my State to account—— 

Mr. BACON. Not at all. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I want to know whether he considers 
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that we are bound to pay the bonds in gold only, or to pay them in 
coin, including gold and silver ? 

Mr. BACON. That is outside of my argument: entirely, and does 
not pertain to this stage of it. Ifthe gentleman had asked me the 
question at an earlier stage I might have answered it. On this point, 
however, I am with the democracy of New York, as I trust he is. 

I was saying that I hoped we are marching in the line of resump- 
tion. I trust we are, and that we shall reach that most desired 
result. We have gone through much of suffering in the process, I 
admit; no man is more sensible of it than I am; and having gone 
through so much and come so near to the end, like a ship that has 
been out at sea in storms and tempests, and which now nears the 
shore, let us not be driven back again into that bottomless ocean 
from which we are seeking to emerge. 

Let me appeal to our southern brethren to stand with us on this 
safe and common ground. They too have gone through much suffer- 
ing, let them not now join anybody in postponing the hour of delivery. 
And, as very appropriate in this connection, let me be allowed to read 
a short extract from a Charleston paper of influence and power. 
That paper says: f 

The South is at the bottom, and the southern Con, will deal the South 
a terrible blow if they yield to the blandishments of the West, and consent to any 
postponement of resumption, or any avowed or inflation. For a year or 
two such cheats would give us active business and higher prices. Then wonld fol- 
low greater losses, greater depreciation, longer agony than the South has gone 

W 1 e Ba — 8 panic, bankruptcy, universal shrinkage 

o : ' 
now let the gooda be delivered. i 

I concur in and emphasize this sentiment, “ Let the goods be deliv- 
ered.” We have come to the birth of honest money and restored 
credit through sore travail and anxious suspense; now let the hour 
of fall fruition come. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH. I yield the remainder of my time to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. TOWNSEND. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. As I understand it, the 53 
bill relates to a repeal of the law requiring the payment of green- 
backs after the Ist day of January, 1879, in silver, or gold, or what- 
ever shall then be the coin of the country. Ido not understand that 
the bill which this House passed a week ago last Monday is under dis- 
cussion. I understand that the question before this House is simply 
what will be the effect npon the people of this country and upon its 

rosperity if, on and after the Ist day of January, 1879, the Govern- 
ment pays its bills in specie. 

Wo are told here that all the evils from Pandora’s box will come 
upon the people of this country if the money in the laboring-man’s 
hands, if the money in the business man’s hands is made equal to 
gold. The 2 from Georgia [Mr. FELTON ] has talked here at 
will about it, and if I understand his argument it is this: The poor 
man is entitled to be paid in “a poor currency.” If that is not his 
argoment God knows what it is; I do not. “Yon are ruining the 
laboring-man if you give him currency as good as gold.” “You are 
ruining the business man if you give him currency as good as gold.” 
And you howl here and strive to cheat the laboring-man of the coun- 
try in the attempt to play the bate ee that is all there is of it. 
I know I am using strong terms, but I am simply characterizing this 
pretense under which it seems that “something terrible” must be 
‘done, 

Sir, if I were to believe the spirit of the tone in which public mat- 
ters have been discussed since this House met, I should Lelieve that 
my country was worse than Sodom, was worse than Gomorrah. 
3 has been done wrong, intentionally wrong; and that is 
the only view taken of human conduct. They tell us about what 
terrible things the national banks are. May be they are; I am not 

ing to say a word in their favor. But what have they to do with 
‘the question whether your Government is to redeem its bills in coin? 

The idea seems to be to get somebody angry about the United States 
‘banks and then to get them to vote to cut their own throats. Why, 

sir, these banks must be abolished. Very well, if that is done delib- 
erately and wisely I have no fault to find with that. Now, what is 
proposed to be done? To abolish these banks at one fell swoop. If 
you do abolish the national banks, what are you going to do with the 
thousand millions of dollars of indebtedness of poor debtors, not pau- 
eal debtors, but poor debtors who cannot pay at once, which is held 
by these banks? Would you compel the debtor in the interest of 
the debtor, to pay up at once? Why, sir, that is the veriest nonsense, 
ay, the veriest weakness in the world, and would cause wide-spread 
‘destruction and bankruptcy, and all, it is alleged, in the interest of 
the debtor class, - 

We have heard some talk about the tleman from New York 
(Mr. CurtrENDEN] being a bondholder. He has said he is not. But 
“when you talk about men being tlebtors, I confess that Iam one, I 
understand what it is to be in debt; I am sorry it is so. But the 

roposition, made in hostility to the national banks, that they shall 
ia wiped ont of existence, means that every debtor whose debt is be- 
ing carried by the banks shall be compelled to pay at once or break. 
Gentlemen on the other side talk about the howl against the bank- 
rupts. We shall have bankrupts enough, God knows, if that sort of 
policy is adopted. 

This whole thing is a muddle; men are not allowed to look af it as 
it is. I had not intended to say anything abont the silver question; 
but upon a decent bill, a bill rly guarded, I would vote for the 
coipage of $50,000,000 of silver; but I would give the Government 


is used up, and I believe I will stop in 


the profit of that coinage. Ido not stand here to legislate money 
into the pockets of Jones and Sharon or Flood and rien. If the 
majority of the House do, let them put it under their tongues as asweet 

orsel or put it in their pipes and smoke it, as they please. [Laugh- 
sagt Bat, sir, I would vote for the coin of fifty millions of silver 
in interest of resumption. We have 1 ted resumption; we 
have had all the trouble of coming to it not because the passage of 
the resumption act produced the troubles. Values had to shrink 
some time; they have shrunk, and my fingers have been caught in the 
door-crack, Ido not want them there any more; I want toget them out. 

Remember, it is the Government that is to pay this silver, it is the 
Government that is to pay this gold. 1 know that some of us havo 
got into the habit of looking at the Government as if it were the 
common enemy of the country; but it is not. The Government stands 
as the concentrated power of us all. I am the Government, you are 
the Government, we are all the Government ; and shall not the Gov- 
ernment keep its promises toitscitizens? If it does not, who suffers ? 
Is it the national banks? Is it the bondholders? Are they paid in 
greenbacks? No, sir; they are paid in coin now. I ask my demo- 
cratic friends, I ask my republican friends, are the bondholders paid 
in greenbacks? No; but the poor man, of whom we have heard so 
much, has to take greenbacks. The bondholders receive just what 
we want to give to everybody, gold and silver coin—a dollar's worth 
for a dollar. If anybody wants to stir up the million let him stir 
them up by telling them that these terrible republicans want to 
make a dollar worth a dollar. This is the wickedness at which the 
heavens are ready to fall! 

But this is not a p question. I see on the other side some gen- 
tlemen who all last winter tried to make a man by the name of 
Samuel J, Tilden President of the United States. I live in a State 
where he was once governor. In 1875 he urged it upon the legisla- 
ture to re-enact for the State of New York the national law in regard 
to the resumption of specie aerate and there it stands to-day on 
the statute-book with the signature of Samuel J. Tilden. Whatever 
else I have said of him, (for I stumped some part of the country 
against him,) I never said he was a repudiator; I never said he did 
not propose to pay the people of the country in specie. 

But for a moment I want to look into this business of the national 
banks and the bondholders. Do not gentlemen who are so bitter in 
talking about these bondholders know that some $300,000,000 to 
$400,000,000 of the bonds of the United States are held by the savings- 
banks, and that the savings-banks are the treasury of the poor? 
Yet gentlemen denounce the bondholders; and in doing so they are 
undertaking to destroy the security by which the poor man has laid 
up for himself a pittance to support him and his dear ones in tho 
evening of his life. 

This attack upon everybody and l is like Pat’s work. 
When he found that a branch of a tree shaded his window he swore 
by his Maker that he would have it down. He climbed the tree and 
went to sawing; but he stood outside his saw, and when he had 
sawed the limb off Pat came to the ground withit. This howl of the 
roe 115 peny is sawing the limb off between themselves and the 
tree ter. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I defy the majority of this House, I defy the 
Senate, I defy the President to carry back the shadow on the dial. 
Noon has struck; resumption has come within a hair's-breadth. Last 
year our imports were less than our at Se by $183,000,000; and 
this has carried gold down toward greenbacks by about 8 per cent. 
There is now spread out over this broad land a crop that will bring 
next year from Europe $250,000,000 over and above all we import ; 
and if $183,000,000 have caused the reduction of 8 or 8} per cent, in 
gold, the wealth now lying upon the ground will do the rest. 

We have such an abundance of crops as wo never had before. North 
and west of the Ohio, north of Missouri, north of Kansas, thero is now 
lying upon the soil twelve hundred million bushels of corn. We 
have a crop of wheat in the country such. as we never had before, 
and we have a crop of cotton equal to the best. Europe is in such a 
situation that she must have it all. Europe is in such a situation 
that she must pay for it. It will go there. We are going to share in 
that prosperity, mistaken politicians, political harpies, or enthusiastic 
anne of the people” to the contrary notwi ing. [Great 

aughter. 

Toate xH my friend from Indiana, [Mr. HUNTER, ] and there is one 
thing I wish to call his attention to, He said Shylocks were taking 
the life out of the country. I want to tell him, what he knows as 
well as I do, that in the Northwest since 1875 the current rate of in- 
terest has been reduced 2 per cent. and more. And, sir, let me say 
this in addition: I care not for the statistics of my friend from Kan- 
sas, [Mr. PHitiies;] I care not for the statistics of my learned and 
excellent friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY ;] I care not for the 
statistics of my giant friend from Illinois, [ Mr. sox, [laugh- 
ter;] but, sir, I do wish to say that for the last two years there has 
been more money ready to be loaned, seeking investment, that could 
not be loaned and could not tind investment than has ever been in 
this country since the Declaration of Independence. And yet we are 
told we want more money. 

Now, sir, there is much else I was going to say, but I see my time 

e fullness of my strength. 
({Laughter.] 
Mr. YEATES took the floor and yielded to Mr. Davis, of North 
Carolina. 
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Mr. COX, of New York. With the permission of my friend from 
North Carolina, I should like to ask my friend from New York, as we 
are perhaps almost alone among New Yorkers on the silver question, 
whether he has considered that with a view to resumption, as I under- 
stood him to say he would favor the remonetization of silver with a 
view of coming to hard money—I think the gentleman indicated that; 
but no matter—I should like to have him say to the House and the 
country. whether he believes we ought to pay the public debt accord- 
ing to the contract in coin, and whether silver is not coin under the 
Constitution and by the dictionary f 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Mr. Speaker, when our bonds 
were negotiated both silver and gold were the coinage and currency 
of the 2 although silver had practically disappeared. I have 
no doubt of the moral and political propriety of paying the national 
bonds and paying private debts contracted before 1873 in what was 
the currency of the country at the date those debts were contracted 
and those bonds were negotiated. 

I believe, sir, that the bondholders are no better than anybody else, 
but they are just as good as anybody else. I would keep the word 
of promise to the ear as well as to the hope, 

Mr. DAVIS of North Caroliua. I am very much obliged to my 
friend and colleague of North Carolina [ Mr. YEATES] by whose kind- 
ness and courtesy I have the floor now. 

Mr. TOWNSEND of New York. Will my friend from North Caro- 
lina permit me to say one word further? I wish to add to what I have 
said that I would not coin silver to an unlimited extent, but I would 
vote to-morrow to empower the Government so that the Government 
shall haye the profit of it to coin fifty millions of silver in the inter- 
est of resumption, without the least hesitation. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina Mr. Speaker, the only difference 
between my friend from New York and myself is that I sbould be 
glad to see enough silver in circulation to pay not only the whole 
national debt, but the whole private debt of the country, and I am 
sure our people would be much happier, and I think the national 
creditors would be better off than they will be if they persist in the 
folly of resumption, which will bankrupt the whole country. 

As I was about to say, Mr. Speaker, when interrupted, I am obliged 
to my friend and colleague, [Mr. YEATES,] by whose kindness and 
courtesy I occupy the floor at this time. Iam the more obliged to 
him because this is one of the most important qnestions which can 
engage the attention of Congress, and one which demands our most 
careful consideration, and because I wish to say some things on this 
subject which may at least serve to warn the public creditor and the 
capitalists of the danger to them as well as to the mass of the people 
of the country in a financial policy which has brought bankruptcy 
ana Tn Na shonsa an am s of 983 of our 9 a 

icy which has depreciated immensely every species of pro 

ascent bonds and national-bank stocks ; 4 Nen which has — po 
labor, industry, and enterprise, which are the only sources of national 
wealth and prosperity 5 a policy which has sown poverty and distress 
broadcast all over the land; a policy which has brought want, and, 
in many instances, pinching hunger to families of thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands of laboring-men who seek and cannot find remu- 
nerative employment. 

Sir, gentlemen on the other side of the House speak of preeperity 
and say we are within reach of it, and that it will come with resump- 
tion. It reminds me of one of the fables of the Greek philosopher: 
One Scholasticos was anxious to teach his ass to live without food, 
and just about the time, as he said, he had tanght him to live with- 
out food, he died. [Laughter.] So it is here, at the time when 
our people are suffering under poverty, crushing poverty and bank- 
eed we are told we are just within the reach of prosperity. 

ughter. 

Sir has there not ruin, certain ruin, been brought to the country? 
Is there not distress? The man who has ears to hear, the man who 
has eyes to see but cannot perceive this, must be blind indeed, must 
be deaf indeed. 

What is the cause of this? Everybody, Mr. Speaker, can tell when 
aman is sick. Everybody ean tell when the country is in distress. 
It requires no medical skill to do that. It requires no science or 
knowledge. Everybody can see when the body lies prostrate with 
fever; its quickened pulse and parched tongue tell it is abont to die. 
But perhaps everbody cannot tell what the remedy is. Everybody 
can tell when he sees a man reeling in drunkenness and everybody 
can tell him that if he stops drinking he can get sober. Now, if you 
know what the disease is, if you know what produces it, what is the 
canse, then it is a ve matter to apply the remedy. Let us see 
what is the cause of this disease which has brought so much distress 
upon the country. It is to be found in the financial l policy now pre- 
1 8 which has enriched the few and impoverished millions, 
While it is the duty of the Government to coin money and regulate 
the value thereof, and while it has been held in these latter days to 
be in the constitutional power of Con to make I-tenders of 


paper money as well as of coin—I say while that has been held to be 
legal, it must become more and more the duty of the Government to 
give to the country a 
classes and meet the 


are. 
But, sir, what has been done? In the first place there isa banking 
law which gives.a monopoly of banking business to the national bond- 


financial system which will be just to all 
mands of a great industrial people, such as we 


holders. This law, by a tax of 10 per cent. on the circulation of all 
banks other than national banks, gives them the exclasive privilege 
of banking, and this tax was imposed solely for this purpose. It was 
not for reyenue, for not one cent of revenue is realized. 

It is an unjust and odious n all free com- 
petition, which is the life of all free and healthful trade, thus giving 
sone class of men the power to control absolutely the currency of 

country. 

You may have your gold, but you cannot bank upon it, You may 
have your land, but you cannot bank upon it. You may have any 
other species of property other than those national bonds, and you 
cannot bank upon it and cannot get credit upon it. And yet the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN ] who spoke yesterday said 
he was in favor of free banking, and that would bring relief to the 
country. His free banking is a tax of 10 per cent. on all other banks 
except national banks, and nobody to bank except those who can 
get the national bonds. That is what my friend on the other side 
of the House means by free banking. If he means there should be 
competition in this as in every other business, and that it should reg- 
nlate itself by the law of supply and demand, there is no difference 
between him and myself. Save us from his kind of free banking! 
We have had it for fifteen years and it has laid the country prostrate 
and in rnin. 

Another evil has been contraction, and contraction in a wonderful 
degree. I heard on this floor to-day a gentleman with whom I have 
not the honor of an acquaintance [Mr. Bacon] declare that he was 
in favor of honest money, and that his State was in favor of honest 
money. The gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN ] yesterday 
said that half a million of his constituents were ready to come down 
here and protest in the name of honésty against our action on the 
silver question. Honest money! Why sir, are not the “greenbacks” 
honest money? The 7 held up one of them yesterday. Is 
not this honest money? If it is not, pray tell me where are the men 
who put it upon the country? Were they dishonest? Does the gen- 
tleman mean to insinuate that this money, put into the hands of the 
people by an act of Congress, contaminates the holder, and that it is 
a fraud and a sham to use itin paying private or public debts? The 
gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] has said it was a fraud 
and a sham. 

Who enacted the sham, and who perpetrated the fraud, and npon 
whom was the fraud perpetrated? The gentleman from New York 
talks about gentlemen on this side speaking nonsense, and having 
passion and temper. I think, Mr, Speaker, if the gentlemen on the 
other side would be less angry it would be better for them. Why, 
sir, these gentlemen are only mad because with one of their gold dol- 
lars they cannot buy twice as much aa you can with one greenback 
dollar, That is the cause of the anger. I hold in my hands one of 
those greenbacks. It is of the series of 1869. When issued, this pro- 
mise to pay $10 was worth 57.50. It is worth now $9.30, and yet it 
is a dirty rag,” “a sham,” worth nothing in eyes janndiced by yel- 
low gold. No, sir, my friends are angry because we are about to take 
it out of their power to make one of their gold dollars worth two of 
greenbacks; or in other words to give to their gold double the pur- 
chasing power which the money of the people has. 

Then there is another thing. The gentleman from New York said 
yesterday that it was a breach of faith—and that is a very serious 
charge—that it was a breach of faith to pay these debts now in this 
money. Why, sir, he said it was “repudiation.” Again I point tho 


gonveman to this greenback which I hold in my band. There it is. 
it fix any time when it is to be paid 7 It does not. But it prom- 
ises to 


$10. Oh! but, he says, there was 0 fixing when 
it should be paid. But how was that legislation brought about? Let 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] tell. By a party 
caucus, he said. And, sir, how was the act demonetizing silver passed! 
By frand? Honorable gentlemen on that side of the 1 75 have in- 
timated as much. Why, Mr. Speaker, the measure which was passed 
on the 4th of November had been publicly discussed upon every stump 
in the land; it had been discussed both before the people and in the 
press. Everybody had been informed in relation to it and every 
gentleman knew what he was doing. When the gentleman speaks 
about the wrong done to the people and of appealiug to the people to 
right this 12 Wrong, I tell him to bring down his half million of 
men, and I shall not dread them half as much as I would that lobby 
of the bankers and bondholders which in former times influenced the 
legislation of Congress. I shall not dread that half million of men so 
much, because I do not dread the enemy who fights with open hand, for 
I can meet him in battle; but Ido the insidious lobby which 
comes around with bankers’ money toinfluence the legislation of 


Con 

The day of Credit Mobilier, “real-estate pools,” of “Black Fri- 
days”—those days of darkness and disgrace—have passed by, and such 
things have no infinence upon this Congress. We have discharged our 
duty; we have restored to the people, as far as this House is able to 
do, that money which has been the currency of merchants since 
the days of Abraham. It remains to be seen whether the other de- 
partments of the Government will discharge their duty equally as 
well to the people, 

Mr. Speaker, it is said to-day in the papers that men from Boston 
and New York and Philadelphia are down here now to influence action 
upon this question, talking with high officials and grave legislators, 
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and everybody else whom they think they can influence, and yet the 
are talks about the haste with which the silver bill was passed. 

at, Mr. Speaker, I have not time to go much further on this point. 
I quote as a part of my remarks a portion of the speech made in the 
last Congress by the tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort,} in which 
he showed conclusively that the demonetization bill was passed with- 
out being discussed, without the reading of the bill or the knowledge 
of anybody excepting those who wero in the secret. As a friend 
near me [Mr. GLOVER] says, its very title was deceptive and delusive. 
Those whose duty it was to be on guard were either asleep or lulled 
by assurances that there was nothing in the bill that was wrong, and 
yet gentlemen talk about the haste with which this bill was passed. 
I new quate the language of Mr. Fort showing how that bill passed. 

r. FORT said: i 


The history of the passage of that most mischievous law may not bo fully writ- 
ten, and some ma: that it may never be written; but by some maneuver it 
was done. t this I do sey, Mr. Speaker, the people of this coun’ 
were not consulted about the repeal of this important and satisfactory law, 
slipped through one House and then the other, as things sometimes do, * * * 
It was 3 under the suspension of tho rules at the bidding of the bond - 


holders, „ as tho CONGRESSIONAL RECORD shows, without even 
* * * This little mischievous law repealing the lopak tander quality of silvor 
dollars was stolen through Congress, as b, hidden in the body of a 


long bill profi N ihe DOMAN tae b 
ro only M 0 na; an 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, let me remind the House that in 1865, twelve 

ears 000 the circulating medium of the country was virtually 
82100 000, for nearly all the public debt was then used as cur- 
rency. Now it is nominally not more than one-third of that sum, 
and really not one-fifth. And yet the gentleman says it is all right 
and all is going on well. 

Sir, it was charged upon this floor by a tleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. vrei dF sae year, and proved, that a large amount was 
levied on the stockholders of the national banks to influence legisla- 
tion here. When the gentleman talks of bringing down his half 
million people I beg him to see that they do not come with the 
bankers’ money in their hands. 

As I said just now, this contraction has been the rnin of the 
country. In 1865 that large amount of money was in circulation, 
and just in proportion as that amount has been contracted has the 
value of property gone down. But the gentleman from New York 
asked yesterday “are you going to pay an honest debt of one hun- 
dred cents with ninety-two cents?” 

I say to the gentleman that when he comes to me with a bond I will 
look at it and see “ what is nominated in the bond.” No time is fixed 
for its payment. And as it is payable in either coin or legal-tenders 
I will say to him“ I will pay you in coin, but if there be onecoin cheaper 
than another I prefer to pay it in that, it being my legal right.” If 
he demands that I pay him in fold I will say to him “ here Shylock, 
here is your nd of flesh ;” “ but 8 bes take one of blood, by 
the laws of Venice confiscation and death is the penalty.” That I 
shall say to the gentlemen who endeavor to exercise terrorism over 
ns through the press and his half million men. The gentleman from 
New York made a remark in a spirit which I can hardly think he 
meant when he said: 

Why this frantic haste? Iam assured by those who served here when the gen- 
tlemen who now control the Honse and the country were on the other side of the 
Potomac with their guns, that no such hurried gs were 

What is the meaning of that, sir? 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I meant it as a compliment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I am glad to hear it. Iam glad that 
ho meant it as a compliment. Iam glad that he did not mean tostiru 
old strife; that be did not mean, yena- like, to dig into the grave an 
bring up the dead body and gloat upon itsstench. I am glad that 
the gentleman meant it as a compliment, and not as intimidation. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I used the wrong word; allow me to correct 
it. I meant to say that I used that as a bit of pleasantry. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Well, I am glad the gentleman 
used it as abit of e Perhaps if he had been over here at 
Bull Run, he would have seen something more hasty than the pas- 
sage of this bill. I want tosay tothis House and to the whole country, 
to the 2 soldiers of the northern army, as I know I can say for 
the gallant soldiers of the southern army, that those men who had 

ns in their hands are now willing to bury the dead past, not to 

ring up these things again for the purpose of reviving old hatreds 
and of Papen Me pea in any vote that they may have to give. 

Mr. CHITTEN Allow me half a minute. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Certainly. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I wish to say that if there is any gentleman 
on that side of the House who supposed that I meant in that allu- 
sion suring unpleasant, 1 withdraw it, and express cordially and 
earnestly my regret that I should have said a word capable of any 
such interpretation. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I am glad the gentleman has made 
this explanation, because his language struck me as having been 
uttered for a E 

Mr. CHITT NDEN. It costs me nothing to make this explanation, 
for it is the exact truth. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I am sure of that, and I will do 
the gentleman fall justice. The gentleman also said that he believed 


was not discovered 


the greenback was the most powerful enemy our country bas ever 


encountered, slavery only excepted. If I had said that ten years ago 
there was a word called “loyalty” and another called “disloyalty,” 
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two words that prevailed all over this country a hundred years ago. 
Onr whig ancestors had no very pom respect for that word “loyalty,” 
it is true. And I confess that I have seen some things in later days 
that has diminished my regard for that word. 5 

A marcy ee statesman of the republican party is re to 
have said in New York, some weeks ago, in speaking of civil service 
reform, that when Dr. Johnson uttered that celebrated sentence, 
* Patriotism is the last refage of a scoundrel,” if he had known of 
this novelty of civil-service reform he would have substituted that 
for the other. Sir, if Dr. Johnson had been in of country and had 
seen how the people were plundered in the name of loyalty ; hadseen 
what a refuge that word afforded for thieves and scoundrels, he would 
have forgotten the word “ patriotism,” he would have eo pee the 
phrase “civil-service reform,” and would have said: “O Loyalty, 
thou art the refuge, thon art the shield, thou art the strong protection 
of thieves and rascals and scoundrels.’ He never would have said 
that “ 3 is the last refuge of a scoundrel.“ 

But I must hasten on. There is another thing which the gentle- 
man said. He said “can this Government afford even to risk a con- 
structive imputation of dishonesty?’ Sir, I think not; I think not. 
But the man who proposes to pay the Government debt according to 
the Government bond cannot with any truthfulness be charged with 
any dishonesty. The gentleman says that all the gamblers of the 
Pesan all the bankrupts of the country, are found howling for this 
bill. Sir, the gentleman is mistaken ; all the gamblers are not urgiog 
the passage of this bill. There is a set of blers in Wall street 
who are striving to defeat this bill; the gentleman does not embraco 
them. They are the gamblers who make iniquitous Black Fridays; 
they are the gamblers who make corners in wheat and corn, no mat- 
ter what suffering it may cause the poor of the country; a uro 
the gamblers who make corners and seek to control the price of cot- 
ton and tobacco. Those blers aro found on the side of the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. CarrreNDEN,] and I have yet to fant 
of the first one of them who is in favor of this bill. 

There is another thing that I desire to say with i A to this ques- 
tion of contraction. And I call attention to the following extracts 
from — report of the monetary commission, Senate Report No. 703, 
page ©: 

Du certain ods in the „ when ve fall s 
— . — in tho eee of 8 slow 1 n 
the accumulation of wealth. Under such conditions its just distribution is impos- 
sible. A shrinking volume of money and falling prices always have had, and 


always must have, a tendency to concentrate wealth, to enrich the few, and to im- 


verish and degrade the many. This tendency is subtle, active, and portentous 
t the world to-day. nf — 


Same, page 53: 

While the volume of money is decreasing, even although very slowly, the va'no 
of each unit of money is increasing in corresponding ratio, and property is falling 
in price. Those who have contracted to pay mosey, find that it ia constautly bo- 
coming more difficult to meet their 8 he marg us of securitics molt 
rapidly away, avd the confiscation by the creditor of the property on which they 
are based becomes only a question of time. All productive enterprises are dis- 
couraged and stagnate because the cost of producing commodities to-day will not 
be covered by the prices obtainable for them to-morrow. Exchanges become slug- 

ish, beca uss those who have money will not part with it for cither property or sory- 

ces, beyond the requirements of actual current necessities, for tho obvious reason 
that mony alone is increasing in value, while everything is declining in prico. 
This ts in the withdrawal of money from the chavnels of circulation, and its 
deposit in great hoards where it can „ This boardin; 
of money, from the nature of things, must continue and „ not only until 
the shrinkage of its volume bas actually ceased, but until capitalists ate entirely 
satisfied that money lying idle on deposit will no longer afford them roveune, 
and that the Iowest } of prices been reached. 

Itis this hoarding of money, when its volume shrinks, which causes a fall in 

greater than would be caused by the direct effect of a decrease in the stock 
of money. Money in —— volume becomes the paramoant object of coni- 
merce instead of its beneficent instrument. Instead of mobilizing industry, it 
poisons and dries up its life-currents. It is the fruitful source of political and 
social disturbance. It foments strife between labor and other forms of capital, 
while itself hidden away in 8 on both. Itrewards close-tisted lenders 
and filches from and bankrupts enterprising borrowers. It circulates freely in the 
stock exchange but avoids the labor panee E It has in all ages been tho worst 
enemy with which society has had to con 


From the same, pages 55, 56: 


existing property nor Spon debtors, evil as it is but upon whom it de. 
ves of employment and consigus to poverty, and upon society, which it doprives 
Er thas Poot Sata ck reali when FALIO POANTA | 8 


of existing perty by climinating from it that important 
ihe the skill, energy: aod care of the debtors from whom itis wrested 
Nut it does not destroy any existing 3 while it does absolutely annihilate 
yy the labor which it condemns to idleness. ‘The esti- 
t one that therc are now in the United States threo million 
willing to work, but who are idle because they cannot obtain employment. 
‘his vast poverty-stricken army is increasing and will continue to increase as lo 

as falling prices shall continue to separate money capital, the fund out of whic 

wages is paid, from labor, and to discourage its investmentin other forms of property 


I said I desired to warn these gentlemen. There is a book called 
Gil Blas, the author of which has immortalized the stupidity and ob- 
stinacy of one Dr. Sangrado: Dr. Sangrado had two specifies for all 
diseases; these were bloodletting and plenteous draughts of warm 
water. All diseases were to be healed by these two remedies. When his 

tients died, as they often did, the old doctor said, “ You Lave not fol- 

owed my prescription in good faith ; yoa do not let enongh blood ; 
you do not take enough of the aqueous draughts.” The old doctor 


went on in his practice, but his pupil, Gil Blas, having received a 
sound pummeling, forsook it. The old doctor, however, went on in 
his practice and received gold as these bondholders lave been receiv- 
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ing. After awhile, however, he had killed off all his patients, and 
then the old man had to betake himself to cold water and bread, 

Now, these gentlemen, after they have destroyed the foundations of 
labor, have taken all the means of the country into their control, 
when they find that by their policy they have destroyed all the 
sources of their wealth, then they will realize the fate of old Dr. San- 
grado, and be glad to get bread and water. 

l speak now of the effect of contraction. Mr. William H. Craw- 
ford, Secretary of War in 1820, used this language: 


All intelligent writers on cnrrency agree that when it is decreasing in amount 
poverty and misery must prevail. 

Was there ever a greater truth uttered? Does it not illustrate 
what is now befalling this country? Does not poverty prevail every- 
where! Is not 7 1554 stalking all over this land ? 

Mr, Speaker, I think that our present distressed financial condition 
is due in the first place to exclusive privileges secured to the national 
banks, in the second place to contraction, and in the last place to 
the demonetization of silver. Gentlemen say that all these looked 
to the early resumption of specie A ey No, not specie payen; 
but payment in gold. These are the things that have brought about 
the present distress. 9 what caused the distress, lot us ask 
how the remedy shall be app ied. We applied on the 4th of this 
month, so far as this House is concerned, one powerful medicine that 
will go a long ways to relieve the country; Í mean the bill for the 
remonetization of silver. Just here I desire tostate it as my opinion— 
and I believe that every man who reflects honestly upon this ques- 
tion will ba ed with me—that, if gold had been demonetized instead 
of silver, silver would be worth more to-day relatively in the market 
than gold is. If the Government had said that silver should be the 
currency in which alone the bonds should be paid, that silver should 
be the money received for duties on importations, I believe it is as 
demonstrably clear as anything not a question of mathematics that 
the same gentlemen who are now howling for gold would be crying, 
“ Give us silver dollars!” for there is pet silver 01 at 18 coun- 
try to the imports for one year, there is not enough o pay 
4 1 on our national bonds. Silver would ee worth more 
than gold, beeause in point of value it is the scarcer of the two metals. 

But my friend from New York, [Mr. TOWNSEND,] who spoke 
last, talked about the money for the poor man and the money for the 
rich man. There are some things about which men are very blind: 

When self the wavering balance holds 
Tis rarely right adjusted. 

It is curious that gentlemen should say that we want to give the 

poor man trash as money, What do we want to give the poor man? 


We are seeking to give him what you yourselves declared money, and 
what was money when the bonds were issued. But suppose 30- 
called policy of resumption goes on, what does the poor man get? 


Do you say that it is dishonest to give the bondholder ninety-two 
cents in silver as a dollar when his d calis for one hundred cents 
to the dollar? But the r man when his labor earns $5 or less is 
obliged to take silver, and he cannot help himself! 

Now, let us see how that will work. Here is a man employed by 
the gentleman from New York, who pays him every day $l. At 
the end of ten weeks he has paid him $60 in silver. t ve 
man goes to pay his rent, and though the gentleman from New Yo 
has paid him $60 in silver, yet when he comes to colleet his rents he 
says “Oh, that is the poor man’s money; that is a degraded currency ; 
Icannot take that in payment; give me gold.” So the poor fellow 
must take $66 in silver to get $60 in gold in order to pay his rent. 
Yet these men talk about ourtreating this question like emagogues; 
they talk about our giving the poor man one kind of money and the 
rich man another! br, sir, it does seem to mo that the cheeks of a 
brazen statue would blush at such talk. They say that silver is 
trash; that honest men would not handle it; yet by the law which 
they passed, and which they insist must remain on the statute-book, 
they would require every man who had a debt due him of $5 or less 
to receive in payment this worthless, degraded money; but when 
larger sums are to be paid, the larger creditors must have gold! 

Let us look at the resumption act in another aspect. It provides 
for redeeming greenbacks at the sub-treasury in New York, in sums 
of $50 and upward; so that the poor man who has less than $50 is 
obliged to sell his bills to the sharper, the mcney broker, the Shylock, 
before he can get gold for them. Yet they say this bill will ruin the 
poor man! Now, Mr. Speaker, I would much rather let the poor man 
take care of himself than have the bankers take care of him. 

When gentlemen say that the bill for the remonetization of silver 
was not passed in the interest of the country, I call their attention 
to the fact that it was discussed all over the land, and the vote here 
for its passage was nearly five to one; yet even that vote does not 
fully represent the preponderance of popular sentiment in favor of 
this measure. You will find that outside of New York and other lim- 
ited communities, everybody is in favor of it. 

There is one thing further, Mr. Speaker, which I wish to add: I 
hold in my hand a schedule of the value of gold, month by month, 
from 1862 down to the present time, and also the gold value of the 
currency from that time down to this. There was not one of these 
bonds issued when greenbacks were not worth a great deal less than 
now. Here is the value given year by year. In 1862 it was 88; in 
1863 it was 68. The following table will give the exact figures: 


CURRENCY VALUE OF GOLD 


Table showing the value in currency of $100 in gold in the New York market, by months, quarter years, half years, calendar years, and fiscal years, 
i rom January 118 to patie, 31, 1877, both inclusive; prepared by E. B. Elliott, United States Treasury. l : 


n 155.5 140.1 
Josnuconsaudsceqcevass= 153. 6 138.4 
saedwetvossasuscersdecuces 162.9 130, 5 
172.7 127.3 
176.3 131.8 137.0 
210.7 148.7 137.5 
ty 258.1 151.6 139.4 
254. 1 148.7 | 140.8 
— e 222.5 145.3 1434 
207. 2 148.3 143.5 
November 133.5 143.8 | 139.6 
December 227. 5 136.7 134.8 
First 150. 0 135.7 
— 5 186, 6 136. 7 
T 244.9 141.2 
222.7 139.3 
First 172.8 136.2 
Second es 23.8 140.3 
Calendar year.. ... >o 203.3 138.2 
Fiscal year ended June 300 2 156, 2 


GOLD VALUE OF CURRENCY, 


Jable showing the value in gold of $100 in currency in the New York market, by months, ter years, 
From January 1, 1862, to August 31, 1877, both inclusive ; prepared by E. B. Elliott, 


1863, | 1864, 1866. | 1867. 
97.6 68.9 64.3 40. 3 71. 4 74.3 
94. 6 62.3 63.1 43.7 72.3 728 
98. 2 64.7 61.4 57.5 76.6 74.1 
98. 5 66.0 57.9 67.3 78.6 . 7 
96, 8 67.2 56.7 737 75.9 70 
93.9 69.2 47.5 21. 4 67.2 227 
86.6 76.6 48.7 70.4 66.0 TLT 
87.3 70.5 20. 4 60. 67.2 71.0 
84.4 74.5 “49 69.5 68,7 69.7 
77.8 67.7 42.3 68. 7 67.4 69.7 
76.3 67.6 42.8 68. 0 69.5 71.8 
75.6 66.2 44.0 68.4 73.2 74.2 
97.5 65.2 62.9 50.4 3 74. 7 
96.3 67.4 51.6 70. 7 73.6 73.2 
86.1 76.8 40.8 69.8 67.2 70.8 
76.6 67 2 44.9 68.4 70.0 71,8 
94. 9 66.3 57.9 58.9 73.5 73.4 
81.0 ILG 42.8 69.1 68. 6 71.3 
83,3 68.9 49,2 63. 6 71.0 72.4 

729 64,0 49.5 71.2 70.9 


war half years, calendar years, and fiscal years, 
United States Treasury. j 

1868. | 1869, | 1870, | 1871. | 1872: | 1873, | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877, 
22 7.7] 24| 903] 91.7 7| 8. 7 BRO] 8 0 94.0 
70.7] 744% 8&7) 897] 907) 87.6] 89. 1 873] 82 94.8 
21.7] 1. 2 888] 901) 9.8] 86.6 82| 86.6 57.5 95.4 
721) 752] 84 9024] 90.0 89 82| 871| 8 5 94.3 
7.6] 1.8 872] 87| 20| 850| 89| 863] 8&8 93,5 
1. 4] 724| 86| „% 8.8 853| 900] 854| RRO 94.9 
70.1) 75| 86) 0| 87.5 £64] 910] 872 89.4 94.0 
68. 7 14.3 84.8 89.0 87.4 86.7 91.2 B81] #99 95.2 
66| 71) 871] 873) 88.1 B87] 912] 86.4 90.9 96.8 
72.9] 768] 8&7) . 3 8.3 51.8 91.0) 8.9] 9.22 
74.4) 79.2 8.8) 89| 88.6 921] 90. 2 8.8 91.7 
74.0 823] 903) 91.5 89.1 969] 896] 87.8 926 
1.5 17 84.9 90.0 91.0) 87.6 89.3 87.6 88.1 91.8 
71.7] 3.2 880] 89.7 88.6 83.3 8.0 84.3 . 7 94.2 
6. 3 2.7 858| 88.4] 87.6] 87.3] 51.1 872] 90.1 95. 6 
A7 74] 6| 50. 0 887] 916] 902] 87.0] 51s 
Z. 6] 739] 864] 898] 8.8 864] 89.2 £69] 24 94.4 
2.3] 26.5 87.7] 80.3] A2 4| 90.7) 871] 90.9 
71.0] „2 87.9) s 85.0 87.9] 89.9] 87.0) 8.8 
71.5] 27| SLi} 887] 8 4 873] S93] eB] 87.8 92.7 
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There is not one of these men who loaned to the Government 
money when it was worth within 30 per cent. of what greenbacks are 
now worth. Yet they talk about being paid in a degraded and dis- 

currency! There is not one who gets silver who will not get 
wenty cents on the dollar more than he loaned, and yet they talk 
about a d ed currency! There is not one who if he ninety 
cents in the dollar but will get more than he loaned. Where, then 
comes in the dishonesty ? ere comes in the inequity—I should 
have said where comes in the iniquity? Where comes in the injus- 
tice? Men have by shrewd policy and the power of the lobby put 
this thing on the vel if the country rises up and says, “This 
shall go on no longer,” they come and talk about hasty legislation. 

The gentleman from New York would make it a violation of con- 
tract if we pass a bill now, saying these debts shonld be paid in 
greenbacks, which were legal tender at the time the debts were con- 
tracted. He says it is also a violation of contract if we remonetize 
silver. That is a strange and perverted idea of the law of contracts. 
Suppose the last Congress in the manner described by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY, ] or in the manner descri by the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. since! OA a law declaring bonds 
should bepaidindiamonds, Would the gentleman say if wecame here 
to repeal that iniquitious law, “You are breaking a contract because 

our predecessors said these bonds should be paid in diamonds.” It 

anudum it is a contract not binding. Such contract, sir, 
would not be binding upon this Congress, nor upon the country. 
Nothing, in fact, can bind us; nothing can be claimed as bindin 
upon the Congress of the United States and the people of the Uni 
eee except the money of the country at the time the loan was con- 
tracted. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as I said at the outset, this is a question of great 
moment to the country. There is distress everywhere, and the coun- 
sof looks to us for relief. Members of this House were elected, most 

them, in full view of the discussions had on this very question. 
Many come up here instructed as strongly as men can be by their 
constituents, to put a stop to the iniquities of a financial system 
which has brought ruin to this country. I say here to gentlemen 
who are trying to frighten us from our propriety that in.our opinion 
the voice of the people comes like a mighty whirlwind, demanding 
we shall pass the pending financial measures. The voice of the peo- 
ple demands some justice shall be done to the laboring-men of the 
country and to men who have property other than national bonds. 
The public voice demands the outrages heretofore inflicted shall 


cease, 

The public voice demands that there shall no longer be one money 
for the bondholder and another for the laboring-man. The country 
demands that this discrimination shall cease. The country demands 
that the people shall not be taxed to death to pay a class of creditors 
who are not themselves taxed at all and in coin not named in the 
original contract. Thecountry demands these men shall be dealt fairly 
with and no more; and that the debtor shall not be robbed for the 
creditor, It demands we shall cease to take out of the pockets of the 
debtor from thirty to forty cents on the dollar to pay the creditor in 
gold when the creditors themselves are not taxed. 

One thing is sure and cannot be gainsaid. Gentlemen on the other 
side talk about capital running away. All I have to say is, it is 
better to let it run away than to remain here as a mighty Moloch, 
crushing the labor of the country. It is said that injustice is done 
to capital. One thingis quite certain, that while every other species 
of property has depreciated the bonds held by the bondholders have 
advanced in value. 

Here the hammer fell.] 
r. YEATES. I now yield the remainder of my hour to my col- 


Jongos (Mr. STEELE. ] 

.8TEBLE. Mr. Speaker, like the gentleman who has just taken 
his seat, I believe it is due to my colleague from the tirst congressional 
district [Mr. YEATES] that I should return him my thanks for the 
courtesy which at least enables me to get the attention of this House 
for a short time. I know from my observation since I have been a 
member of this body that it is one of the im ible things, for if 
any man has occupied the patient attention of this House while he 
was upon the floor I have failed to see him. But I beg to say it is 
probable enongh I might with some wisdom on this occasion take 
the course which has been pursued, in the judicial history of one of 
the States of the American Union, by an associate justice of the 
Supreme Court, who, when his colleague, ch with delivering the 

opinion of the court, saw proper to deliver an elaborate one, contented 
himself with saying simply “I concur in the above.” 

Why, sir, I might, I am sure, with equal propriety say to this House 
and to such of my constituents as feel the slightest interest in the 
opinion which I may entertain upon this grave question, that I concur 
cordially in the speech made by my colleague [Mr. Davis] who has 
just taken his seat and the 1. rg made by the two gentlemen from 
Georgia on this side of the House. 

Sir, e to my opinion, it is perfectly clear that. whenever 
there exists an nflated condition of the currency of the country no 
financial wisdom will allow a sudden contraction, and either con- 
traction or inflation of the currency of the country at any time, 


brought on by any other means than the healthy demand of trade and 
commerce, will necessarily produce damage and ruin to the country. 
Isay that. I say, sir, that the great laws of trade ought in finance— 
or feenance, or any other way that you choose to pronounce it, [laugh- 


ter]—that the great laws of trade ought, in the matters of finance, 
to govern the policy of the country; and if there is any departure 
from them ruin ensues; and I will say further, “ reproach and end- 
less shame.” 

Now, sir, I make that remark as not only applicable to the question 
which is now pending in this House, but to all other questions con- 
nected with the trade and commerce of the country. And men may 
“put that in their pipes and smoke it,” if I may be allowed to quote 
the classical language of one of the venerable “ fathers of this House,” 
(Mr. TOWNSEND. 88 ener 1 8 
ens upon one e of our © for the 
benefit of another, nor will I consent that any injustice shall be done 
to any material interest of the country. Allare entitled to be treated 
alike; and no legislation which separates the population into differ- 
ent classes, making one contribute to the er (ath of another in mat- 
ters of business and trade, or which practically inculcates the lesson 
that there aro really antagonistic interests among the people, can be 
characterized as wise. On the contrary, all such legislation is wrong 
in principle and will surely lead to disastrous results. Some tempo- 
rary advantage, it is true, may be obtained, but in the end the coun- 
u suffers harm, and they who suppose they have reaped a benetit 
will find that it has “ turned to ashes on their lips.” 

Why, Mr. 8 er, I am not a repudiationist. I am in favor, and 
so are those whom I represent, of paying the creditors of this coun- 
try according to the terms “ nominated in the bond.” Iam utterly 
hostile to paying them according to any other terms, and any advant- 
age inserted in the legislation of this country by a Congress succeed- 
ing that which created the debt im upon me no sort of obliga- 
tion to maintain it. I will not doit; that is all. Why, sir, if the 
contract was that the bondholders of this country should be paid in 
either “gold, silver, or base lead,” I would adhere to it. But I will 
a to pay nothing else. I never will agree to the financial system 
which forces a resumption of specie payments for the benefit of only 
one class of the people of this country, 

I admit, sir, that there is such a thing as a possibility of a resump- 
tion of specie payments on the Ist of January, 1879. But when you 
do that I tell you that, for the pope of what you choose to call 
preserving the honor and good ith of your Government, you are 
crushing out the very life-blood of the toiling millions of this land, 
But then we are told that when we utter such sentiments and make 
use of such expressions as this we are demagogues. Demagognes! 
Sir, from whatever source that fonl insinuation comes, upon my re- 

nsibility as a Representative here or elsewhere I hurl it back with 
all the scorn which an independent American freeman can fecl. 

Now, sir, although I desire to pay the creditors of this Government 
according to the terms which are set forth in the contract, I have 
already said I am willing to pay them according to no other terms ; 
and when gentlemen come here, whether representatives of bond- 
holders or of the money 2 of the country—and I have nothing 
whatever to say against the bondholders, for poor as I am I own one 
of those bonds myself—when they come here and tell us that we 
must adopt a system of forced contraction and forced resumption to 
produce additional gains in the pockets of a certain small fraction of 
the American people, I tell them that they have shown a sublimity 
of impudence which I have never seen paralleled. And when they 
superadd to that the denunciations of men who are graciously ad- 
mitted by some of them to be their peers on this floor, they have 
reached the very pinnacle of effrontery, and we, poor, frail mortals, 
are obliged to stand aghast at an audacity which needs a chastening 
lesson for its humiliation. [Applause.] 

Mr. YEATES. I yield the remaining ten minutes of my time to 
the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN.] 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, in ten minutes I have no regular 
speech to make. I only avail myself of the few moments allowed 
me for the pu of making a few expressions with reference to 
the course of this discussion. 

The course of those in fayor of the repeal of the law providing for 
the resumption of specie payments on the Ist of January, 1879, and 
of those whic have sought to remonetize silver and secure its free 
co has been upon the floor denounced as demagoguery, has been 
denounced as dishonest, has been denounced as unpatriotic, and as 
communistie and ian. It has also been called repudiation. For 
one, I believe that the interest of this country demands that measures 
shall be taken to restore it to prosperity again. I fully ize the 
magnitude of the public debt, and the importance of paying that 
debt honestly and fairly, both from a regard to abstract justice, and 
in order to preserve the credit and honor of the country. But while 
that debt amounts to about $2,000,000,000, I recognize at the same 
time that the industry, the occupations of forty-five millions of people, 
with the internal commerce amounting to no less than 825,000, 000, 000 
are concerned inthis. I recognize the fact that no less than $250,000,000 
have to be raised to pay the expenses in one formor other of the Federal 
Government; that more than this sum is required to be raised in 
taxation to pay the expenses of State and municipal governments. 
Indeed, it has been estimated upon -this floor that the amount of 
money necessary to be paid in taxation annually is about $750,000,000 ; 
that is, as much as the circulating medium of the United States, 

Where, then, is the money to run a commerce of twenty-five bil- 
lions annually? Are we,for the simple purpose of paying the public 
debt, to neglect the interests of millions of the people and allow the 
eountry to go into hopeless bankruptcy? I trust, sir, that a broader, 
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higher, and nobler statesmanship is to animate the Representatives of 
the people here, and that while they regard the national honor as to 
be kept sacred, they will not hold less sacred the interests of the 
people themselves, who have to pay the debt of the nation.. : 

It is said that our action is repudiation. Gentlemen upon this 
floor, as well as the newspaper press in parts of the country, have 
had their tender consciences exceedingly wounded by this spurious 
money. Do they recollect that by the act of 1869, at a time when the 
5.20 bonds were payable in legal-tender notes of the Government or 
in gold and silver coin, they deliberately violated the contract be- 
tween the people and their creditors-and deprived the people of the 
power to pay the 82 of those bonds in legal- r notes and 
required them to be paid in coin. It was an unwarrantable di 
of the interests of the people in the interest of the bondholder which 
has cost the people of the country five or six hundred millions of dol- 
lars and benefited ‘the holders of bonds to the same extent. These 
gentlemen with the tender consciences did not seem to have their 
sensibilities wounded by that wrong, that outrage, thut violation of 
the contract between the people and their creditors. 

Again, in 1873, by covert action, by au act whose caption did not 
indicate its purport, it was provided that the bondholders could only 
be paid in gold coin. Here was another violation of this great con- 
tract. between the le and their creditors in the interest of the 
creditors and not for the benefit of the people. Now, these gentle- 
men’s tender consciences did not revolt against these violations of 
the contract to the injury of the people and to the benefit of their 
0 It is strange, yet true, that their consciences are much 
more tender now than they were then. 

Sir, lam 3 in a very desultory manner, but I want to say 
one thing, and I wish gentlemen to remember it. I say, and I believe 
I speak for a great majority of the American people, that upon this 

uestion and upon the tariff question, the Government has for the last 
** years or more been run exclusively in the interest of classes 
and against the interests of the people. I wish to notify them that 
the ar now have been driven by poverty, driven by want, driven 
by distress to an examination of these subjects. Their minds are 
awakened n them and they mean through their Representatives, 
and if not through these here to-day, through those who will follow 
them, once more to run the American Government in the interest of 
the American people and not in the interest of classes, who have 
robbed the people of hundreds of millions of dollars, 

Sir, it is said that we must get back to specie payments: ' If gen- 
tlemen honestly desire to return to specie payments, I can suggest a 
very brief and satisfactory way in which they may reach that end 
which will in no way injure the public interest. Pass a law that 
half of the customs duties and other public dues shall be payable in 
legal-tender notes of the United States and you have specie payments. 
You have it without contraction.. You have it without holding over 
the national banks that menace which is compelling them to increase 
their reserves, take back their circulation, and withhold their money 
from the people. I hurry a ee over these points, for 1 am com- 
pelled to speak very briefly. It has been asserted here to-day by the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. BADON that there is more money in 
the country to-day than ever before. If he were present, I would ask 
him the question, why is it that property in the city of New York, 
when money is so plenty, is 50 per cent. lower than it was three or 
four years If money is so free and in active use, why is it that 
p is lower-and going down and down continually? I think 

e is most egregiously mistaken. 

T desire now, sir, to call attention to another thing that I think is 
calculated to arrest the attention of gentlemen. In former years if 
any citizen of this country acquired a fortune of a few million dol- 
lars it was re ed as a wonder, and it was so because the character 
of our Goyernment and institutions favors the general distribution 
of wealth and the general 8 af deel of wealth. Within the last fif- 
teen years fortunes of $25,000,000, $50,000,000, and $100,000,000, have 
been no uncommon thing. Why is this? What has wrought this 
sudden change in the condition of things in this country ? k at 
it and see whether on reflection it is in your judgment possible for 
any human being 7 Soe i business or fair enterprise in trade 
to make even $25,000,000 in his life time. Now,the gentlemen who 
made these fortunes are not to be charaeterized as bad or dishonest 
men, and I do not so characterize them; but how did they do it? 
They did it because by your legislation creating Credit Mobilier, and 
upon the tarif and currency you have 
italists at the expense of the people ; 
the property of the country from the many to the few, and ually 
a 5 masses Foo over our iana, ahd I eren e con e 5 
the fact, are g poorer and poorer year by year, while gran 
Pepe colossal fortunes are growing up under your system of class leg- 

tion. 

Mr. EAMES obtained the floor. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the gentleman from Rhode Island yield to me 
to move to adjourn? 

Mr. EAMES, I yen for that papos 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the House do now adjourn. 


ven millions of dollars to cap- 
y your laws you transferred 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED, 


Pending the motion to adjourn, 
RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 


Mr. 


they had examined and found truly enrolled a joint resolution of the 


following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 38) authorizing the payment of Rev. 
John Poisal, D. D., late Chaplain of the House of Representatives, for 
132 of his service as such without taking the oaths prescribed by 

W. s 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. CAswELL was granted indefinite leave of absence, on account 

of sickness in his family. À 
ORDER ÖF BUSINESS, A 

Mr. HAMILTON. I ask the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
BUTLER] to yield to me to in uce a bill for reference, 10 
: Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to introduce a pension bill for reference; 
I was absent at the last call. r ‘eb sé 

Mr. BUTLER. I will yicld first to the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. HaMILTON.] : 


ROBERT W. SILL. 


Mr. HAMILTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1495) for the relief of Captain Robert W. Sill, Forty-sixth Regi- 
ment Indiana Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed, 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. LYNDE. I desire to introduce a bill for reference. 

Mr. HALE. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER, The regular order is the motion to adjourn. 

The motion was to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
twenty-five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: a 

By Mr. BANKS: Papers relating to the petition for relief of David- 
son and Davidson’s heirs—to the Committee on Patents. ; 

By Mr. BANNING: T'he petition of Captain P. E. Haleomb, that he 
her, with the rank of major —to the Committee on Military 

TS. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Best, that he be refunded the excess 
of pos paid by him above the legal rates, on certain mail mat- 
ter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of 550 business men and firms of 
Allegheny, Pennsylvania, for an increase of the -salaries of letter- 
carriers—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of 100 members of the Harmonic Colonization 
Society of eny, Pennsylvania, for aid to enable them to occupy 
the public lands as. homestead settlers, and the petition of 200 citi- 
zens of said city S the said petition be granted—to 
the Committee on Public Lan 

Also, the petition of 11 letter-carriers of Allegheny, Pennsylvan 
~~ an increase of salary—to the Committee on the Post-Office an 

ost- 

By Mr. BURDICK: Papers relating to the 
the heirs of Rice Jones, in Minois—to the 
Land Claims, 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The rea of Frank Box, John Brice, James 
E. Dickey, Ellen English, Thomas A. Frazer, and Henry E. Shawhan; 
James S. Frizell, David A. Givens, Francis M. Gray, Mary A. Hall, 
Henry Johnson, John L. McGhee, Joseph W. McIntosh, Heinrich C. 
Nebel, William L. Northeutt, F. X. C. Nott, Elizabeth Oxley, admin- 
istratrix, James J. Parish, John Quinlan, Eliza T. Rankin, executrix, 
Greenup Remington, administrator, Greenup Remington, Hermann 
Rohs, John N. Smith, Jobn N. Smith, ian, Susan Tomlinson, Will- 
iam W. Trimble, Isaac N. Webb, Charles A. Webster, aud Robert C. 
Wherrrett, for compensation for property destroyed by fire at Cynthi- 
ana, Kentucky, June 11, 1864, as a military necessity to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. CHALMERS : Papers relating to the claims of Armistead 
Burwell fur rent of his property known as the Castle and Manlove 
House, Vicksburgh, Mississippi; forthe destruction ofthe house known 
as“ The Castle,” for the purpose of erecting Fort Castle; and for sugar 
taken by the United States forces—to the same committee. 

By Mr. COLE: Memorial of J. V. C. Kames, president of the Com- 
mercial National Bank, and other merchants and business men of 
Kansas City, Missouri, for the amendment of the bankrupt law, and 
remonstrating against its repeal—to the Committee on the J ep 

By Mr. FELTON: The petition of A. A. Fletcher, executor of H. G. 
Cole, for compensation for property used by the United States Army— 
to the Committee on War Calims. 

Pr Mr. FINLEY: The petition of Victorine Mott, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. FREEMAN: Papers relating to the claim of W. W. Heabbell 
for compensation for the use by the United States of his patents for 
thunderbolt shells and fuses—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Papers relating to the claim of Martha A. 
Ashburn for a moiety as an informer, due her late husband—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of Henry M. Hannon, for compensa- 


rivate land claims of 
ommittee on Private 
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tion for property used and destroyed by the United States—to the 
Committee on War Claims. ; 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the heirs of John Walton for 
property destroyed by the United States Army—to the same commit- 
tee 


Also, the petition of W. H. Rogers, that his claim for property taken 
by United States authorities be referred to the Court of Claims—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, 

By Mr. KIMMEL: The petition of Elizabeth Wills, for compensa- 
tion for services rendered the Post-Office Department by her late hus- 
band—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of John Hamilton, for compensation for quarter- 
master stores taken by the United States Army—to the Committee 
on War Claims. ; 

Also, the petition of Magdalin Bodine, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. ` : 

By Mr. MARSH: The petition of W. C. Ross and others, of Han- 
cock County, Illinois, for the repeal of the resumption act, the remon- 
etization of silver, and the making of greenbacks a legal tender for 
all dues—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Marquis and others, of Viola, Illinois, 
of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of the letter-carriers of Dayton, 
Ohio, for an increase of salary to $1,200—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post- Roads. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The ponton of Mrs. Jane Jameson, for com- 

nsation for services rendered in taking care of wounded United 

tates soldiers—to the Committee on Military Affairs. í 

B "O'NEILL: Papers relating to the patents of W. W. Heabbell 
for arms—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. PAGE: The petition of Andrew J. Worth, to give effect to 
a warrant of remission of judgment of condemnation in cases where 
money has been paid the collector of customs before the warrant is 
pace, Sara the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: Papers relating to the claim of William 
Schuchardt for procuring depositions and other documents used by 
the United States in settling claims with Mexico—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. i 

Also, the petition of Arabella Grover, for compensation-for timber 
taken from land in Texas by United States troops—to the Com- 
mine. VANCE. A D lating to the establishment of 

y Mr. : A paper relatin es ent of a post- 
route from Mount Starling, North Carolina, to Casby, Tennessee—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WALSH: Papers relating to the claim of James W, Ander- 
son and others for property used by the United States Army—to the 
Toi cape aa aas laims of citi f Willi rt, Mary 

so, papers relating to the c of citizens of Williamspo ary- 
land, for property aesicoyed by United States forces September 17, 
1862—to same committee. j 


IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, November 15, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D, D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in reply to a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 8th instant, directing “the Secretary of the 
Interior to communicate to the Senate a statement of the number of 
miles of railroad completed by the Northern Pacifie Railroad Com- 
pany in pursuance of the acts and resolutions of Con Ko., a 
copy of a report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
under date of the 13th instant, giving the information called for ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Railroads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I am requested to present the memo- 

rial of forty-five national banks and others, in the city of Boston, 


ee against the of the bill, for the remonetization 
of silver. These institutions represent that in the pursuit of their 
legitimate business they are required by law to hold, and are in 


pos- 
session of, very many millions of dollars of bonds of the United States ; 
that under existing laws they have been required to pay for those 
bonds at least par in gold. They express great N e that 
the United States is about, by the passage of this bill, if it should 
become a law, to tly 8 its own bonds, which they have 
been required by law to hold, They also express great apprehension 
that the passage of this bill will have a very bad influence upon busi- 
ness in general npr sere the country. They ask that this memorial 
may be referred to the Committee on Finance, before which this bill 
is pending, and I make that motion. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. DAWES presented additional papers in the case of Herman E. 


Davidson, of Gloucester, Massachusetts, praying for the extension of 
his patent for a certain enema syringe; which were referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

Mr. DORSEY presented the petition of Theo. Barnes and others, 


citizens of W: n, District of Columbia, praying that the 
charter of the Wash Market Com be amended as provided 
in a bill introduced in the Senate on t th of May, 1876; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memorial of the national and savings 
banks of Haverhill, Massachusetts, remonstrating against the passage 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the stand- 
ard silver: dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON’ nted the petition of Seth Driggs, of New York 
City, praying some action be taken for the settlement of his 
claim against the government of New Granada for the loss of the 
ship Good Return and cargo, captured on the high seas; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. : 

Mr. RANDOLPH presented the petition of the Medical Society of 
New Jersey, praying that after some fixed date the metric system of 
weights and measures be adopted by the Government of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BRUCE. I present the petition of Eli Morrow and 422 others, 
colored citizens of the State of Mississippi, praying an appropriation 
of $100,000 to enable them to emigrate to the Republic of Liberia. 

The number and character of the si entitle the petition to 
respectful consideration by the Senate; but Lam not prepared at this , 
ae to ask affirmative action in the direction indieated by the pe- 

itioners. i 

I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Commerce, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL preen the petition of O. P. W. Bailey and 
others, county officials and citizens of Jackson County, Missouri, 
praying that the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims be extended so, 
as toembrace claims pending before the Departments; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also ted the petition of A. J. Williams and others, county 
officials and citizens of Macon County, Missouri, praying that the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Claims be extended so as to embrace 
claims now pending before the Departments; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Mrs. Jane Dulany, widow 
of Colonel William Dulany, United States Marine Corps, praying 
arrears of pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. WHYTE ted the petition of Otho W. Beall, of Baltimore, 
Maryland, a soldier of the war of 1812, praying to be placed upon the 
pension-roll ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the petition of B. B. Woodward and 
others, citizens of Davenport, Iowa, praying for a change in the law 
relating to the appointment of post-traders, providing that they may 
be appointed by the Secretary of War, upon such recommendations 
as he may deem proper; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. MORRILL 8 the petition of J. H. Merrill, of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia, praying to be remunerated for a model 
of a lib building made in 1873, and which was returned in a 
broken a damaged condition; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of the heirs of Asbury Dickins, deceased, praying com- 
pensation for services rendered by Mr. Dickins as Acting Secretary of 
the Treasury and Acting Secretary of State, submit an adverse 
report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed. 

. MITCHELL. In behalf of the chairman of the Committee on 
Claims and myself, who constitute a very smal! minority in numbers 
and perhaps in ability, I present the views of the minority in that 


case, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. They will be printed. 
DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SARGENT. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1220) making appro- 
priations to provide for certain deficiencies in the pay of the Navy 
and the pay of the Marine vapa and for other purposes, to report it 
back without amendment, and I ask, by instruction of the commit- 
tee, that the Senate proceed to the immediate consideration of the 
bill. It probably will not provoke debate. We have not amended 
the bill in any particular, but take it as it came from the House of 
Representatives. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

BIENNIAL REGISTER. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Lam instracted by the Committee onPrinting, to 
whom was referred tlie bill (S. No. 192) providing for the printing 
and distribution of the Biennial Register, to report it back without 
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amendment and recommend its passage. As this bill relates to the 
tinting of a book that is now in do at the Government Printing 


co and cannot be kept in bf sas for its present consideration. 
There being no objection, the te, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 


In lieu of the number of copies of the Biennial Register now au- 
thorized by law to be printed, the Secretary of the Interior is by the 
bill directed to cause to be printed twenty-five hundred copies to be 
distributed as follows: To the President of the United States, four 
copies, one copy of which shall be for the lib of the Executive 
Mansion ; to the Vice-President of the United States, two copies; 
to each Senator, Representative, and Delegate in one copy; 
to the Secretary of the Senate, one copy; to the Clerk of the House, 
one copy; to the library of the Senate, fifty copies, of which one copy 
shall be T dpe each standing committee of the Senate; to the 
library of the House of Representatives, seventy-five copies, of which 
one copy shall be supplied to each standing of the Honse ; to 
the Library of Congress, twenty-five copies; to the Department of 
State, two hundred and fifty copies; to the Treasury Department, 
one hundred and fifty copies; to the War Department, fifty copies; 
to the Navy Department, twenty copies; to the ment of Jus- 
tice, twenty-five copies; to the Post-Office Department, one hundred 
copies; to the nt of the Interior, two hundred and fifty 
copies; to the Department of Agriculture, five copies; to the Smith- 
sonian Institution, four copies; to the State li and State his- 
torical society of each State, and to the executive of each Territory, 
and te the ignated tory of public documents in each con- 
gressional district in the United States, one copy each; and the re- 
maining copies are to be kept by the Secretary of the Interior as a 
reserve, from which he ma; supply ie chro: offices; and mem- 
bers of Congress one additional copy eac. 

Hereafter the lists directed by sections 198 and 510 of the Revised 
Statutes, to be furnished by the severat Departments and offices of 
the Government for the Biennial ter, are to be made up to the 
last day of June of each year in which a new is to assemble, 
and be filed as soon thereafter as practicable in the Department of 
the Interior. 

The bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is this what is known as the Blue Book ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yes sir. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. McDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 302) for the ‘relief of Sallie I. Gay; which 
was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers onthe files 
relating to the ease, referred to Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WITHERS asked, and by unanimous consent otained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 303) for the relief of Benjamin II. Jenkins; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a vice No. 304) to regulate expenditures in the Navy ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. ; 

Mr. PATTERSON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill 85 No. 305) for the relief of the heirs and le 
representatives of Francois Cazeau; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 306) amendatory of an act entitled “An act 

nting lands to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph 

ne from Portland to Astoria and McMinnville, in the State of Ore- 

gon;” which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Railroads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 307) to create an additional land district in the Ter- 
ritory of Idaho; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 12710 

Mr. EATON asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 7) 3 the Constitution 
of the United States; which was read twice, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House eee of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the following article be p tu the Legislatares 
of the several States as an amendment to section 1, ‘cle 2, of the Constitution 
of the United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of the said Legisla- 
tures, shall be yalid as part of the said Consti „ namely: 

A tribunal for the decision of all contested issues pcre Ai in the choice of the 
electors of President and Vice-President shall be appointed in each State, in the 
manner following, to wit: Not less than twelve mon 
law for the choice of electors, the 
advice and consent of the senate of the State, appoint not. less than five 
earned in the law and otherwise duly qualified, to whom shall be referred, 
manner as the Legislature of the Stato shall direct. all cases of contested election 
arising in reference to clectors of President and Vice-President. . And it shall be 
the duty of the tribunal so constituted to hear and determine every such contest, 
and to certify, thirty days at least before the day u which the electors shall be 
called upon to give their votes, their decision therein to the proper retarning officer 
or officers of the State, and to transmit an authenticated copy thereof, under the 
seal of the Piata m the scat of Government of the United States, direeted to the 
President of the Senate. 

No person shall bo eligible to the office races of elections who shall not have 
the qualifications required by law for ju: l ole in the State of which he is a 
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citizen, The term of office of the said judges of election shall expire upon the day 
fixed by law for the oath of office to be taken by the President and Vice-Preafricnt 
elect of the United States, for the term ensuing after their appointment, and be fore 
entering opon the discharge of their duties they shall be sworn to a faithful per- 
formance of the same, 


The joint resolution was referred to the select committee to take 
into consideration the state of the law respecting the ascertiunment 
and ion of the result of the elections of President a Vicc- 
President of the United States. 


CHARLES W. FIELD. 


Mr. MAXEY. I ask that the bill (S. No. 291) for the resnoval of 
the political disabilities of Charles W. Field, of King George Couuty, 
Virginia, be taken up for passage. It is a bill reported faverably by 
the Judiciary Committee through its chairman with an unw,aal com- 
m verbal report. i i 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of she Whol 
proceeded to consider the bill. i 5 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engt ossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed by a two-thirds vote. 


NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, Loffer the following resolution and 
ask for its present consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs is h instructed to inquire 
into tho propriety of removing tho Observatory in Washington City to a more 
eligible site in the District of Columbia and to report what new buildings or stract- 
ures wi become necessary in case of such removal, and tho probable cost 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 
Mr. THURMAN.. I ask that the letter which I send to the Chair be. 
N and referred with the resolution to the Committee on Naval 
‘airs. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The letter will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


CINCINNATI OBSERVATORY, November 10, 1877. 


Dear Sin: I desire to call your attention to the dilapidated condition and un- 
suitable situation of the Naval Observatory at Washington, Since no other insti- 
tution is doing more for American scieuce than the Naval Observatory, it is very 
unfortunate that its buildings are not better located and at least fire-proof. Tho 
malaria from the river and the f are such as to seriously interfero with tho 
health of the astronomers and the clearness of the sky. A connection of five years 
with the Naval Observato von me a personal knowledge of these facts; 
oe impaired wed me until my removal Washington 


the progress of science in America would be glad 

8 seo ao action taken by Congres. as would remedy the raya I have mentioned. 
therefore your n in furthering any reasonable measure which ma: 

a aking to thar end. wiih if 


truly, yours, ORMOND STONE, Director 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The letter will gu with the resolution 

to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE 
M. Abas, its Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled joint resolution (H. R. No. 38) authorizing the 
pesoen of Rev. JOHN PoIsaL, D. D., late Chaplain of the House of 

eee, for time of his service as such, without taking the 
oaths prescribed by law; and it was thereupon signed by the Vice- 
President. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WINDOM. Is the morning hour business completed? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair knows of no farther business 
of the morning hour. 

Mr. WISDOM. Then I ask the consent of the Senate to proceed with 
the Army a Satin bill. 

Tho VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
will proceed to tho consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 902) making 
Fale ieee for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1878, and for other eerie The bill will be reported at 
length, and the first question will be on the amendments proposed 
by the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. WINDOM. Mr. President, before the bill is read, I wish to 
state very briefly the amount of the appropriations contained in this 
bill as compared with those of the preceding year and the estimates, 
— also very briefly the character of the amendments proposed by 


Committee on Ap perean 

The total of this bill as reported from the House of Representa- 
tives is 825,763,000. The Committee on Appropriations of the Senate 
have reduced it $100,500. The total of the bill for 1877 was as fol- 
lows: Regular appropriation bill for the Army, $25,987,167 ; for the 
special en force there was appropriated $1,634,700 ; making a 
total of $27,621,867. During the last Congress there was a deticiency 
appropriated of $300,000. There is now pending; or at least estimated 
for, another deficiency of $1,200,000, ing the total cost for that 
year $29,121,867. So the Senate will observe that the bill as reported 
from the committee is between three and four million dollars less 
than the total appropriation for the preceding year, including the 
estimated deficiencies. It is also about four and a half millious less 
than the estimates. Whether the amounts reported in this bill will 
be sufficient for the entire expenditures of the Army, remains to be 
seen. The committee did not deem it advisable to delay its 
an hour by any amendment that could be supplied by deficiencies 
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hereafter if they should become necessary. We have added nothing 
to any item of the bill. 

There is an amendment on page 5 of the bill to which I will briefly 
call the attention of the Senate. The House bill reads: 

For purchase of horses for the cavalry and artillery, and for the Indian scouts, 
and for such 2 as may be mounted, $200,000: Provided, That a foree of four 
cavalry 7 all be recruited to one hundred men in each company, and 
pi same 8 Do employed in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontiers of 

exas. . 

The committee recommend to strike out that proviso and insert the 
following provision which was substantialy in last year’s bill: 

That cavalry regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, 


and kept as néar as practicablo to that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry 
shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontier of Texas, 


And the committee offer that amendment upon the ground that the 
proviso as it stood before proposes to take the command of the Army 
away from the President. The committes believe that the necessary 
protection will be given by the President under the amendment 
which we propose, and would be given probably without it equally 
well. r 

Another proviso is: a 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the num - 
330 ͤ Fp realy rly 

wen usand, o. 
— on the Mexican frontier in Texas. 

The committee recommend that the second proviso be stricken out, 
leaving the number to stand ‘as now authorized by law, which I be- 
lieve the Secretary of War will construe to be twenty-five thousand 


men. 
= oe this explanation, I ask that the reading of the bill may pro- 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the bill at 


length. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I should like to say a few words about 
the general character of the bill before it is read, if the chairman of 
the committee has no objection. 

Mr. WINDOM, I have no objection. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I propose to vote for the appropriation 
of money asked for in the bill. I agreed fully with the committee in 
striking out the clause on page 5, ordering the President to keep any 
specific number of troops at any partiana point, believing that it is 
the duty of the Communder-in-Chief of the Army to be governed by 
the exigencies of the seryice and that it is not the business of Con- 

to instruet him in that regard. I think, too, that the amendment 
nserted by the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate author- 
izing a sufficient force to be kept along the Texan frontier is all very 
well But while, as I said, I propose to vote for the bill under the 
circumstances, the bill is an anomaly, and the whole organization of 
the Army is, I was about to say, ridiculous. Perhaps that is not the 
proper word to use in the Senate; but that is my idea of it. 

It only requires a few words to show the importance of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs of the House of Representatives providing fora complete 
ro- ization of the whole Army system, which of course we cannot 
do now. It only needs, I repeat, a slight examination of this bill to 
seo that what I say is correct. First, however,in the act of August 
15, 1876, “ to increase the cavalry force of the United States to aid 
in suppressing Indian hostilities,” I desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to this provision: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o eo Garry ae of the United States 
America in Condes assembled, That tho | Bon ent of due Falten States bo, and — 
is hereby, empowered to increase the number of enlisted mon to one hundred for 
each company of such regiments of cavalry as may be employed in existing Indian 
hostilities and as in his opinion may require the same: That not more 
than twenty-five hundred enlisted men shall thus be added at any onc timo to the 
twenty-five thousand authorized by the act approved July 24, 1876, makin, ro- 
print ions for the support of the y thos for the fiscal year ending June 50, Arr. 
And i urther, on th of 


0 existing Indian hostilities, the num, 


ber of enhsted men in the Army shall be reduced to the number now established 
3 that the reduction shall not be made from the cavulry force 
e Army. 


As I understand it, that was to add twenty-five hundred more 
cavalry than were provided for under the present organization, 
and the reduction of the Army of course is made by reducing the 
infantry force of the Army. But I will waive that construction, 
which would, if correct, make the present bill more absurd, and speak 
of undisputed facts. This bill provides, Senators will observe, “that 
cavalry regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each com- 
pany, and kept as near as practicable at that number; and a suffleient 
force of cavalry shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and 
Indian frontier of Texas.” The House has limited the total humber 
of the Army to twenty thousand men. It will be observed that when 
the cavalry regiments are filled up as required by this bill, leaving 
out the twenty-five hundred additional men provided for by the law 
of last year, the cavalry will amount to twelve thousand men. We 
haye now five regiments of artillery, the authorized strength of which 
is 2,490 ; actually in service 2,331. These added to the cavalry regi- 
ments make 14,331. 

We are compelled, as the Adjutant-General and the General of the 
Army say, in a re to be found in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of 
November 10, to keep employed in various ways, as Indian scouts, 
582; in the Signal Service, 495; as hospital stewards, 182; general- 


service men on duty in the War Department, 376; at West Point, 
178; as prison guards, 74, and so on, making a total thus employed 
ibak ni as we are told, of 2,934 men, and an engineer battalion 
of 193; total, exclusive of infantry, 17, men, ith a limitation 
of twenty thousand im d on the Army by the House, that leaves 
twenty-five hundred and thirty-seven men to be divided into twenty- 
five infantry regiments, one hundred men to a regiment, ten men to 
a e e The Revised Statutes provide that each company shall 
have fifteen non-commissioned officers, who are enlisted men, to wit: 
There shall be a first sergeant, a quartermas' nt, four ser- 
geants, four corporals, two artificers, two musicians, and one wagoner, 
to each company, making fifteen. There are ten companies in each 
r Ten times fifteen makes one hundred and fifty, and there 
will be one hundred men to the regiment. There are not men enough 
to fill the offices. Think of it! One hundred men in a regiment, and 
one hundred and fifty officials outside of the rank and file! That is 
the way the organization will stand. There can surely be no pro- 
priety in legislation of that sort. 

We speak much of economy; that seems to be the great cry now. 
I do not make any opporition to paying the money required by this 
pe babe os bill. men are in service; the money is owing to 
them; and whether the organization is right or wrong they have to 
be paid, and this appropriation is required to pay them. But when 
you come to look over the Army Register for the present year you 
will find this condition of things, that we have 2,151 commissioned 
officers; we have a staff, which I suppose is equal to the staff of the 
army of Russia, of 563. There are in the Medical Department alone 
of generals, colonels, majors, captains, and lieutenants, 192 officers. 
They have in the Quartermaster’s Department 57, ranking from briga- 
di eral down to captain, and so on. 

The pay of the infantry soldier is 813 a month, $156 a-year.: The 

House bill proposes, if its action stands, as I have shown, after filling 
up the cavalry regiments, and keeping the artillery as now and the 
detached men as now, to reduce the regiments of infantry down to one 
hundred men each, The pay of the enlisted men ina regiment at $13a 
month, or $156 a year, is $15,600 per annum. The pay of the Gene- 
ral of the Army alone is $17,700, or $13,500 is his pay proper, and he 
has $300 a month for quarters and $50 a month for horses. So he has 
$17,700, a year, or 52, 100 more than is required to pay a regiment of 
men the way this bill would organize it. ; : 
Each of the colonels now employed in the Quartermaster’s or Med- 
ical Department or in any of the staff at $4,500 a ycar, which is the 
pay as stated in the Army Register, and $4,000 for a lieutenant- 
colonel, costs more money n the men he commands. 

I make these statements for the purpose of having the committees 
of the House and Senate who have charge of these things look into 
the organization of the Army and see that we are not doing such 
ridiculous things as we seem to be doing now, keeping up a great 
staff, keeping up an organization of twenty-five regiments with no 
men, for the infantry have nothing left after we have done what is 
pro to be done in this bill. What I suppose Congress ought to 
do should be at least try to put it in some shape where it will not 
be, as I said at first, ridiculous, } 

I do not mean to make war upon the officers of the Army. On the 
contrary, I am free to say that if I had my way I would put addi- 
tional duties upon them. I would remove the supernumerariés that 
are hanging about Washington and doing no good, and the colonels 
and others who are promoted to be colonels in order to be aids to 
generali by the dozen; or I would give them active employment. I 

ave always believed that the proper way to manage the hostile In- 
dians was through the War Department. The officers of the Army 
and the soldiers of the Army have no interest in Indian wars; they 
are the sufferers. I believe that they are as a rule emphatically hon- 
est men. They are subject to court-martial if they misbehave; and 
in view of their education as gentlemen, and the punishment which 
can be inflicted upon them for acting improperly, and their well 
known integrity in money matters, we can save millions of dollars 
by putting all the Indian Burean under the charge of the War De- 
partment and give active, beneficial, and useful employment to very 
many officers who are now doing nothing. Besides that, we must 
consolidate these regiments down to something like a number that 
will give at least a decent force, rank and file, instead of all being 
officers, as they must be if we continue the system now going on. 

I believe that is all that I desire to say, as I do not want to throw 
obstacles in the way of the passage of a bill providing for the pay- 
ment of the twenty thousand men, which I think is all we have and 
all we need. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to ask my friend from Kentucky 
whether, while reducing the officers, it would not be well also, con- 
sidering the dangers of certain of our frontiers, to bring up the inex- 
pensive part of the Army to a thoroughly efficient standard, Con- 
solidating the regiments would simply reduce their number. Con- 
sidering the extent of this country, greater than Europe, the fact that 
we are liable at almost any time to have destractive and expensive 
Indian wars, the great cost of the transportion of our troops from 
remote points to other remote points, which is made necessary by the 
small number of soldiers, would it not be well and would it not be 
wise economy really to fill 1 the fighting part of the Army to some- 
thing like an efficient force 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I am not well enough versed in military 
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or in the necessities of the service, to say what is a sufficient 
force to guard the frontier. I want the frontier thoroughly 
and protected; and whatever is necessary for that 8 Iam 
willing to vote. On the proper report of the Military Committees of 
the Senate and House setting forth the necessities of the service, I 
am willing to do whatever is necessary for that p and to fur- 
nish a proper number of officers and to pay them well. Iam no ad- 
vocate of cutting down pay. Iam in favor of cutting off the soper 
numeraries and men that are useless and that we cannot give employ- 
ment to either in the Indian Bureau or somewhere else. Let them 
do as 1 else has to do—seek employment in the walks of pri- 
vate li 

That is about all the answer I can make. I think this whole sys- 
tem will have to be changed. I vote for the bill now because I am 
compelled to do so; but I hope the appropriate committees will give 
us a proper o ization at the next session of Co after due 
5 If I have called their attention to evils which I think 
are t, my present purpose is accomplished. 

The VICE-P IDENT. The bill will be read. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on a si aor ei with 
“= eau which were acted on as reached in the reading of the 

ill. 

The first amendment of the committee was in line 8, to reduce the 
appropriation “for expenses of the Commanding General’s office” 
from $3,000 to 82,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the clause making appropriations for 
the Pay Department, in line 22, after the word “ hundred” to strike 
out the wort privates“ and insert “ enlisted men ;” in line 23, after 
the words “pay of,” to strike out the words “ fifty-two ;” and in line 


24, after the word “clerks,” to insert the words not exceeding fifty- 


four;” so as to make the clause read: 
5 i d non-commissioned ili store 
ee e eee — tee: BAe MA —.— = 


eopers, pers, and veterinary surgeo: 
men employer as indian soocis and the pay of coutracteargeous, tho pay of 
men as scou e of con “surgeons, pay of pay- 
masters’ clerks not exceeding fifty-four, of two handred — of two 
hundred hospital-matrons, &c. 
The amendment was agreed to. p 
The next amendment was in line 92, after the word “ provided,” to 
strike out the following words : 
That a force of four cavalry ents shall be recruited to ono hundred men in 
each company, and the same be employed in the defense of the Mexican and 
Indian frontier of Texas. 


And in lieu thereof to insert : = 

That cavalry regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, 
and kept as near as practicable at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry 
shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontier of Texas. 

And to strike out the following proviso from lines 99 to 103: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the num- 
ber of mon on the Army rolls, including Indian scouts and La go stewards, be- 
yond twenty thousand, of whom four full cavalry regiments be kept inservice 
on the Me: frontier in Texas. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I wish to make an inquiry of the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations in reference tg this 
clause which the committee propose to insert: 

That cavalry regiments may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, 
and kept as near as practicable at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry 
shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontier of Texas. 


I believe there are twelve cavalry regiments. 

Mr. WINDOM. My recollection is ten. 

Mr. THURMAN. It is ten or twelve; I am not sure which. 

Mr. MAXEY. Ten. 75 

Mr. THURMAN. Very well; there are ten. Now, if these ten 
regiments were recruited to the standard of one hundred men to a 
company, the effect would be to increase the Army beyond twenty- 
five thousand men. I understand that is the \ preacat limit, twenty- 
five thousand men. If that limit was arrived at by estimating the 
cavalry regiments as recruited up to one hundred men in each com- 
pany, then this proviso would not add to the number of twenty-five 
thousand men; but if the law, as it now stands, in respect to limit- 
ing the number of the Army to twenty-five thousand, does not con- 
template that the cavalry regiments should be recruited in the man- 
ner here specified, that is, one hundred men to a company, then what 
I wish to suggest is whether this is not a new and substitute pro- 
vision that would have the effect of increasing the Army beyond the 
9 thousand men. 

Mr. EY. The law does require it now the act of July, 1876. 

Mr. WINDOM. This is a copy of last year’s act, I will say to the 
Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. MAXEY. I will state to the Senator from Ohio that I know 
the fact to be that it is now the law that the cavalry companies shall 
be kept up to one hundred men to a company, and that there shall be 
an adequate force on the frontier of Texas. I know it because I drew 
it myself. It was passed in July, 1876. It was thrown into a confer- 
ence between the Senate and House, reported favorably by both com- 
mittees, and is now a law. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then the question I wish to ask is whether, if 
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that law be complied with, the number of the Army under existing 
law may or may not, or will or will not, be in excess of twenty-five 
thousand? That is the question I want answered. 

Mr. WINDOM. I will say to the Senator from Ohio that it will 
probably not be the construction given. 

Mr. THURMAN. Iam not 8 about probabilities, but possi- 
bilities under the law. 

Mr. WINDOM. The question asked by the Senator was whether 
it may or may not, will or will not; and I say it probably will not 
be beyond that, as the construction given to the law by the Secre- 
tary of War is that that is the limit, twenty-five thousand, as he 
informed the Committee on Appropriations. This does not require 
all the ca regiments to be filled to the full number authorized 
by law, but the cavalry regiments “ may be recruited,” such as may 
be ordered or found n by the exigencies of the times. I do 
not think it iricreases the Army beyond twenty-five thousand. 

Mr. BECK. I would say to the Senator from Ohio, if he will allow 
me, that if the regiments are increased to twelve full companies of 
one hundred men, or twelve thousand men, there being no provision 
in the bill reducing the infantry regiments, there is very great danger 
that a construction may be given to it such as the Senator from Ohio 
fears; and it was because of that apprehension that I and some others 
of us objected to any change being made, It is obvious that there 
are not over twenty t d men now in the service. When you 
read the Adjutant-General’s report, although it shows twenty-two 
thousand men, it shows that that includes all present and absent. 
I suppose there is great danger of the construction the Senator fears. 
That is one of the difficulties I feared if we took off the limit of 
8 ut in the House bill. 

Mr. THUR Mr. President, I shall be very careful, if I can, 
not to give rise to any discussion which would unnecessarily delay the 

of the Army appropriation bill. The officers and soldiers of 
the Army have suff more than they ought to have suffered, and I 
for one would vote to pay. interest upon the pay they ought to have 
received long ago. I think it ought to be paid. It is therefore with 
reluctance that I say a word upon this bill; but it does strike 
me that the construction which I suggested is inevitable, and that, if 
this bill passes in this way, the effect is to give legal sanction to an 
increase of the Army beyond twenty-five thousand men. Perhaps 
that has already been done by the law referred to by the Senator from 
Texas. If so, then there is no necessity for this amendment of the 
committee. If the law as it now stands imperatively requires that 
the ten regiments shall be recruited up to twelve hundred men each, 
then I submit that there is no necessity for this provision that cav- 
regiments may be recruited one hundred men to each company 
and kept as near as practicable at that number. The Senator from 
Texas = that is already the law; he says it is imperative law al- 
ready. so, I see no necessity for it here. This is an 8 
bill. Lou appropriate sufficient money to pay for all t 
may lawfully be enlisted; but there is no necessity for repeating the 
law of 1576, to which the Senator from Texas has refe , if indeed 
that law is as he has stated it, about which I know nothing, for I do 
not remember to have seen the law at all. 

While on this subject I wish to say one word more. It does seem 
to me that an appropriation bill is one of the worst places in the 
world, unless there is some great and overshadowing reason for it, 
to ch rps on the organization of the Army or its number. It seems to 
me that is a matter which belongs to the Military Committee. Itis 
a matter about which the Committee on Appropriations isnot supposed 
to be specially informed, but the Committee on Military Afiairs is 
supposed to have that special knowledge which would make its rec- 
ommendations entitled to the greatest consideration; and it does 
seem to me that any law which fixes the numberof the Army, or the 
number of the different branches of the Army, or the organization of 
the Army, ought to be a well-matured bill coming from the Military 
Committee, either of the Senate orthe House. It is with some reluct- 
ance, therefore, that I see anything like legislation in this bill beyond 
appropriations of money, which belong-to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. We know what is necessary to pay the rig We know 
what is duc them, or at least the committee know it. They can re- 
port the payment of what isdue. They know what is necessary to 
maintain the Army at whatever status the laws allow, whether it is 
twenty thousand men or twenty-five thousand men; and the com- 
mittee can report accordingly; but it does seem to me that it is not 
a wise procedure to ingraft legislation in regard either to the number 
or the organization of the Army on an appropriation bill. 

I shall vote, Mr. President, for almost any bill that will pnt an end 
to the crying injustice that is now being done, and has been for some 
months, tow: the Army of the United States; but I should be 
sorry to be compelled to vote for this amendment of the Appropria- 
tion Committee when the necessary interpretation, as it seems to me, 
is to give legal sanction to an increase of the Army beyond the num- 
ber of twenty-five thousand men. i 

Mr. MAXEY. I will read the act to Which I referred, which was 
8 on the 24th day of July, 1876. It will be found on page 

volume 19, of the Statutes : 


e men who 


For purchase of horses for the cavalry and artill and for the Indian aconta, 
and for such infantry as = mounted, $250,000: Provided, That cavalry regi- 
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the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontier of Texas: Provided, That such 
t of recruits shall not increase the total aggregate of . 
the number of twenty-five thousand enlisted men, as provided in this 

Mr. WINDOM. In answer to the Senator from Ohio, I will say 
that I find no law which imperatively requires these regiments to be 
kept at the foll number. ; 

r. THURMAN. I said it was so stated by the Senator from Texas, 
and I said that I did not remember ever to have seen the law; but I 
understood the Senator from Texas to say that this is already the law 
by the passage of some act in 1876. 

Mr. MAXEY. I read the act. 

Mr. WINDOM. The act read by the Senator from Texas is not 
imperative, but only authorizes such regiments as the President may 
think fit to be kept at the full number to be made so. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then, taken in that way, this is nothing but a 
5 of that provision. à 

. WINDOM. As I stated in the outset, this is simply a copy of 
the act on that subject, and as it has not increased the number of the 
Army over twenty-five thousand, I think it safe to leave it this year 
asit now stands. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I ask the Senator why the prohibition increas- 
ing the Army beyond twenty-five thousand men is omitted from this 
bill, if it is a copy of the act of 18761 

Mr. WINDOM. The act from which this copy is taken did not 
limit the Army to twenty-five thousand men. 

Mr. McDONALD. I understood that the act read by the Senator 
from Texas did limit it. Oxi) 

Mr. WINDOM. This is taken from the appropriation act for 1877. 

Mr. WITHERS. I will state that the danger is guarded against by 
the amount of the appropriations. The appropriations embodied in 
this bill are predi ee the present existing strength of the Army. 
Not a dollar has been added to it. The provision for the recruiting 
of the cavalry regiments to a hund men per company is one 
which is discretionary ; it is not compulsory at all. Therefore there 
is no probability, not the slightest, not even a possibility, of recruit- 
ing to twenty-five thousand men with the pagar appropriation. 

r, BURNSIDE. As I understand the law, without reference to 
this Ae bill, the Secretary of War cannot increase the 
Army ond twenty-five thousand men. Without reference to this 
bill at all, under existing law he cannot increase it. The law with 
re to filling up the cavalry regiments simply gives him power to 

them up; it does not make it obligatory ; so that under no cir- 
cumstances, no matter what appropriation we pass bere, can the Sec- 
retary of War under the law increase the Army beyond twenty-five 
thousand men. 

Mr. THURMAN. That may be the way the law stands now. The 
Senator from Rhode Island may be que right that that is the present 
state of the law, but I submitif this assed the law may be changed 
and then you may go beyond twenty-five thousand men, It seemsso 
to me, at least. 

In answer to the suggestion of the Senator from Virginia that this 
bill Appropriatos for an Army of twenty thousand men, assuming that 
to be the number now borne on the rolls of the Army, then I do not 
see how you can increase the cavalry regiments, which certainly do not 
contain a hundred men to the company, unless you decrease the infantry 
regiments, You must take it off the one if you increase the other, and 
keep your Army at the present number of twerty thousand men. It 
only makes it the more apparent to me that this is not a very good 
place to legislate upon such a subject. 

Now, I wish to make a su tion, which I think will reconcile 
everybody. Instead of striking out the second proviso in the House 
bill, which reads in these words: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the nam- 


ber of men on the Army rolls, inclading Indian scouts and hospital stewards, be- 
yond twenty thousand. x * 


Insert in lieu of the word “twenty” the word “ twenty-five,” and 
retain that proviso; so that it will read: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the num- 
ber of men on the Army rolls, including Indian scouts and hospital stewards, be- 
yond twenty-five thousand. 

And leave out the remainder of the proviso, because that is already 
n for. Is there any objection to amending the bill in that 
way 

Mr. WINDOM. I wish to correct a statement I made in answer to 
the Senator from Indiana, who asked me if the limitation was not 
in the act from which this amendment was taken. I stated it was 
not, but I was under a misapprehension. There was a limitation of 
twenty-five thousand in that act. While I have no authority from 
the committee to accept, eee I have no objection to the limit - 
ae suggested by the Senator from Ohio, and am willing to vote 

or it. 

Mr. ALLISON. If I may be permitted to make a suggestion with 
reference to this provision, I am quite sure the limitation is here 
twenty-five thousand men; that is, so far as the recruiting of these 
cavalry regiments is concerned. 

Mr. THURMAN. But suppose you change the law by this bill? 

Mr, ALLISON. But I do not agree with the Senator from Rhode 
Island that there is an absolute limitation by law to twenty-five thou- 
sand men. That limitation bas been placed in each appropriation 
bill, and it applies to the appropriations from year to year, as Tender: 


stand it. The appropriation act alluded to just now by the chairman 


of the committee limits the recruiting r that appropriation to 
twenty-five thousand men; but if there is no limit in this appropria- 
tion, under the permanent statute in reference to the organization of 
the Army, the enlisted men can run up to thirty thousand men, be- 
cause that is the Army organization. Therefore this limit of twenty- 
five thousand, as I understand it, has been placed in the appropria- 
tion bills from year to year, and I think it ought to continue in this 
appropriation bill in some form. It is, in so far as it affects the in- 
crease of these cavalry regiments; but the limitation ought to be 
somewhere else, if we are to limit the whole number of the Army. 
Mr. CONKLING. Why is that so? Why does that limit it to 
twenty-five thousand men? I do not understand it to be so. 
Mr. ALLISON. Because of the statute of 1876, wbich is a perma- 
nent statute, and does not apply to the appropriation bill of that 


year. 
Mr. THURMAN. That only applies to that appropriation. 
Mr. ALLISON. No, the provision of 1876 is: 
That cavalry regiments may be recruited to ono hundred men in each company, 


and kept as near as practicable at that number; and a suficient force of cavalry 
sheana 2 in the defense of the Mexi and Indian 


Mr. CONKLING. Is that in an appropriation bill? 
Mr. ALLISON. That is in an appropriation bill. 
Mr. CONKLING. How does the tor say itis a permanent stat- 


ute ge ta 7 

Mr. ALLISON. That it does govern this! 

Mr. CONKLING. That it does govern this bill before us, when it 
becomes a law ? 

Mr. ALLISON. I think it does. 

Mr. CONKLING. I understand my honorable friend to say that as 
to these cavalry regiments no limitation is necessary because under 
the provision here recruiting cannot exceed a total of twenty-five 
thousand men. Now, I ask him to explain how that is true in view 
of what he has said. I do not understand it. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I should like to ask the Senator from Iowa 
whether the Secretary of War under the existing law can now in- 
crease the Army beyond twenty-five thousand men ? 

Mr. ALLISON. I understand that he can do 80. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I differ with the Senator and should like to have 
his authority for the statement. 

Mr. WINDOM. Will the Senator from Iowa allow me a moment? 

Mr. ALLISON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WINDOM. I understand, as I have already stated it, that the 
oor given by the Secretary of War is that he cannot increase 

Army beyond enti oni thousand. My own belief is that the 
Army can be increased beyond twenty-five thousand men under the 
law. But I fare the Senate his construction some time ago. I am 
8 willing to accept the modification proposed by the Senator 

rom Ohio. 

Mr. ALLISON. The law of 1876 provides that the aH soa 
shall not be used to recruit the Army beyond twenty-five thousand 
men. Now, if we make another appropriation for the Army without 
any such limitation, the Army can be recruited to the extent author- 
ized by the law organizing the Army, which limits the number of 
enlisted men to thirty thousand, and not to twenty-five thousand. I 
understand the criticism of the Senator from-New York, and I think 
ae tr ie is well taken. I think the limitation ought to be on 

is bill. 

Mr. WITHERS. I will ask the Senator from Iowa if he does not 
understand, however, that the limit of recruiting would be found in 
the amount of appropriation? 

Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. WITHERS. That is the point I have made. = 

Mr. ALLISON. That would be the limit unless they recruited with- 
Sny an appropriation. They might recruit men without any appropri- 
ation. 

Mr. THURMAN. Iam in favor of this proviso as it came from the 
House; but as that may not be the opinion of a majority of the Sen- 
ate, and to prevent the increase which it seems to me perfectly plain 
may take place up to thirty thousand men should this bill pass as it 
now comes reported from the Committee on N eee I move 
to amend the proviso sought to be stricken out, by inserting the word 
“five” after “twenty” in line 102, which I understand the Senator 
from Minnesota consents to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the amendment pro- 

by the Senator from Ohio? 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I shall object to it. The House pro- 
posed to place this on the bill: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the num- 
ber of men on the Army rolls, including Indian scouts and hospital stewards, be- 
yond twenty thousand. 

Therefore I object to the amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. THURMAN. [agree with the Senator from Connecticut if I 
understood him that he is in favor of fixing the Army at twenty 
thousand. 

as 5 15 “ I am. ai een 

r. RMAN. Yes; but my purpose is in case a majority of the 
Senate are not willing to limit the Army to twenty thousand men 


er of Texas: 
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but insist on twenty-five thousand, that this proviso may be amended 
sò as have that effect; and then the Senator by wane ere strik- 
y 


ing it out as amended will accomplish his purpose ex: I there- 
fore make that motion to insert “five” after the word “twenty.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, it seems to me that economy and 
reform in both naval and military matters are better reached by 
reducing superfluous officers than diminishing the number of soldiers 
and sailors. We have cut down our Navy to seventy-five hundred 
men, a very inadequate force to the wants of the service, while we 
have naval officers in such superabundance that they crowd each 
other at the navy-yards, at the hosp#tals, at the bureaus, and in 
eray part of the country or world where there is any excuse to send 
them. 

The rank and staff of the Army, as now organized, is enormously 
disproportioned to the force of the common soldiery. The common 
soldier, of course, must be properly directed, but he is the working 
bee of the hive. He carries the rifle; he is the one who, properly 
directed, can defend the frontier or be relied upon in case of any emer- 
gency. The officers without the soldiers are of no service what- 
ever, and superfluous officers are of no service. But we need an 
adequate, compact Army, sufficiently large to give security to our 
exteisive border, duly officered, and fully provided with all means 
for effective war te the savages who make annual raids 11 
the settlers of the Territories. Whatever is more than this, should be 
lopped off. Whatever is less, is not economy. 

I look with some apprehension upon the condition of our Indian 
border. On the 26th of June, 1876, the Army appropriation bill bein 
under consideration, I alluded to the then threatening condition o 
affairs in some of the Territories. I said: 

I must confess that I look with some apprehension on the of a tolerably 

eral Indian war on the frontier, from the Sioux tothe Texas border. I hope 
my anticipations will not be realized; but we have some very important opera- 
on our hands there now, and they are likely to extend into the next 1 
year and perhaps grow in importance, This bill in its present shape, even takin 
all the amendments of the Senate Committee on (ohh wearer will not be suffi- 
cient to bear the charge of an Indian war, even to extent which wé now have 
it upon our hands, 

The day before those remarks were made, as we learned on the 5th 
of the following month, General Custer was slain on the Little Big 
Horn, and scarcely a man was left alive of his gallant force. I con- 
ceive that we are remiss if we do not take into full consideration the 
deadly character of the warfare liable at any moment to afflict our 
borders and strain the energies of our diminished troops. 

During the last year fifty citizens of Montana have been slain in 
Indian incursions, and some three or four hundred thousand dollars’ 
worth of property has been destroyed. On some of the main routes 
the mails have been interrupted for weeks, Citizens and their fami- 
lies fled in terror from their homes, from their mines and cultivated 
fazms, and to protect them we had skeletons of regiments : abundance 
of officers and almost no soldiers. 

Sir, to cut down the Army of the United States to twenty thousand 
men, including scouts, hospital stewards, &c., will be to still further 
render defenseless these regions of the United States. Perhaps we 
do not realize, sitting here in our comfortable chairs or at our homes 
remote from disturbances of this kind, how terrible the cry of the 
savages is, either by day or by midnight, about the lonely cabin, at an 
isolated farm-house, or @ven in the small towns scattered here and 
there through the West throughout these growing Territories. It is 
as terrible as it was when it was heard on the occasion of Indians 
attacking the borders in the early periods of our history, when 
women were vei, Ss and scalped, as they now are in Montana and 
other Territories. Those scenes are too terrible to have all their 
horrors accurately described in a presence like this. : 

It seems to me that the Senate onght to consider well before de- 
creeing that the small Army which we have shall in its effective arm 
be still farther reduced. The law fixes the number at twenty-five 
thousand men. Why should we legislate, upon an appropriation bill 
of all bills, to cut it down to twenty thousand? We certainly ought 
not in face of the dangers which now surround our frontiers. If it 
be said that these Indian troubles are ended, I ask what Senator 
would have ee that we should have a war with Chief Joseph 
and his band when we left here last spring? An Indian war is liable 
to occur at any time, and those who are the victims are not the ag- 

rs necessarily in an Indian war. The difficulties which have 
occurred in Montana during the past season were not stirred up by 
the citizens of that Territory. Indians who lived remote from the 
Territory, for some real or fancied cause of offense, swept down upon 
Montana and worked the scenes of misery and desth which were 
enacted there and which led our Army—depleted as it was, sent at 
great cost from distant points as it was—led them through a race of 
e of miles until finally the Indians were overtaken and cap- 
tured. 

Now, I am mie to go as far as any Senator in economy in the 
true direction in reducing the military or naval establishments. I 
believe there is a strong necessity for reform, and that it can be 
secured by apt legislation. 


The Senate a few days ago on my motion adopted a resolution in- 


quiring whether promotions in the Navy are made according to law; 
whother men are promoted who are physically incapacitat 


for duty 


at sea; whether in effect the system of promotion is not more rapid 


and more than the law authorizes; whether men are not 
taken who are incapacitated by chronic rheumatism or gout, or some 
other fashionable disease, and put up into the higher of the 

uires 


Navy, where they are unable to = y with the law which 
that they shall command a fleet or shall discharge important 
abroad or at sea. 

We have received a reply to that resolution, from which I learn— 
and I think it comes from the inexperience of the present Secretary 
of the Navy, from the fact that he is compelled to rely upon the in- 
formation of others, perhaps to a certain extent interested, and has 
not yet had time to inform himself of the details—that no further 
legislation is necessary in order to prevent these promotions, and that 
there can be no promotions of this character becanse none has been 
called to his attention. He says: 

All cases of officers, whatever the e, proposed for promotion are referred to 
these boards of medical examiners, whose examinations are in accordance with the 
9 orders; that is, of auch a character as will enable them to pronounce the 

date physica'ly eae to perform all his duties at sea," except in those 
cases where * parent isqualification was occasioned by wounds received in the 
line of duty,” &, as provided in section 1494 of the statute. 

In further response to said resolation the Secretary of the Navy has the honorto 
say that he has no knowledge of any instance in which the of medical exam- 
iners have failed to perform their duties in conformity to law, and that in his judg- 
ment no such instance exists, because none such bes — brought to his no 


Now, I am informed that it is a fact, and I think I can say so con- 
fidently, that there is no examination for promotion whatever for 
staff officers of the Navy; that, althongh the law expressly provides 
that no man shall be promoted in the Navy to a higher e unless 
a board of medical officers shall have examined him and decided that 
he is qualified to perform his duties at sea, yet, in reference to that 
large class of naval officers, staff officers, no such examination what- 
ever takes pe: Certainly, I must suppose that the Secretary’s in- 
experience led him to send this answer to the Senate, for I know 
he is personally zealous and disinterested in the discharge of his 
duties. To show that I am not in error in reference to the statute, 
I will quote section 1493 of the Revised Code: 

No officer shall be D a eE gies iy ADe BONVO OEE ANIT ye 


cept in the case pro in the next section, until he has been examined by a 
of naval surgeons and pronounced physically qualified to perform all his duties at 
sea. 


uties 


Is not a naval staff officer an officer of the Navy necessarily? Thore 
certainly can be no refinement of language which will avoid this con- 
clusion. And yet, unless my information is entirely wrong, (and 1 
have it, I think, from the best sources of information,) there is no ex- 
amination for promotion at all on the part of staff officers. Unless I 
misunderstand the prompt answer of the Secretary, he has over- 
looked or is not informed as to this condition of facts. 

Section 1494 makes an exception : 


The provisions of 5 section shall not exelude from the promotion, to 
which he would other be larly entitled, any oficer in whose case such 
medical board may report that his physical diaqua tion was occasioned by 


wounds received in the line of his duty, and that such wounds do not incapacitate 
him for other duties in the grade to which he shall be promoted, 


This exception was reserved in the resolution of the Senate. 

Section 1496 shows that examination with reference to physical 
and mental and professional qualifications shall be carried into the 
higher grades, shall not stop with ensigns or lieutenants or cap- 
tains: 

No line officer below Mio eate of commodore, and no officer not of the line, shall 
be toa higher o on the active list of the Navy until his mental, moral. 

professional fitness to perform all his duties at sea has been established to the 

satisfaction of a board of examining officers appointed by the President. 

The next section, 1497, is: 


In time of peace no person shall be promoted from the list of commodores to the 
le of 1 tho active list, until his mental, moral, and professional 

tness to pales all his duties at sea has been established as provided in the pro- 
g section. 


I admit that it appears to me that these provisions of law are 
ample. The fault isin the administration of the law. I think no 
one can successfully contend that the present mode of examination 
gives us sound admirals and commodores, as a universal rule, on the 
active list. Personal instances to the contrary are known to Senators. 

The existing orders for the examination of naval officers, as they 
are reported to us by the Secretary of the Navy, may be liable to 
some criticism. He is not responsible for them, and I am not seeking 
to fasten responsibility on any one. Iattackasystem. This system 
seems to have grown up with the Navy and to have become incrnsted 
in orders like this which I shall read. The law provides that there 
shall be no promotion until the person has been examined by a board 
of pre surgeons and pronounced physically qualified to ‘orm 
all his duties at sea; but the Secretary informs us that the follow- 
ing are the instructions which may be taken as the Department in- 
terpretation of the law: 

Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, August 7, 1869. 

Sm: It is ordered that the following directions be observed in the physical exami- 
1 9 ‘oy personal i n of tho body of tho candidate for otion 
quill canes. after the e ee tho = eof ensign, Tho 8 of 
the Navy Department and of the Bureaus of Medicineand Surgery will be referred 
to in evidence of the candidate's condition of health. 

In case where physical defects are supposed te exiat, such as will disqualify an 
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oree Sax partene Nee will issue 
the necessary order to conform to the law regulating retiring of officers. 
8 the following form, namely: "Icer 
tify on honor that I am, to the best of my knowledge and , free from bodily 

ents; that I am physically qualified to perform all the duties ofa naval oflicer 
ven.“ 


vi GEO. M. ROBESON 


D. 8. E U. & N W 
AA Eammining Board, Washington, D. & 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., March 10, 1875. 
Sır: The letter of the Department to D. 8. Edwards, dated the 7th of 
Angust, 1869, prescribing directions to 82892 in the physical examination of 
is hereby revoked. The certificate of candidates prescribed in said letter 
as therein provided, and the records of the Department 
„7„77’: aky tangertion of the bey of can aaen 
rable. unn n y of can 8 
bo avoided, but when — the e to make such physical ex- 
amination as is proper and necessary to satisfy their mind upon the subject for 


ion. 
Very rep 0 GEO. M. ROBESON, 
‘Medical Inspector GEORGE V. S. N n 
President ‘Medical Examining Board. 


The reference to the records of the Navy Department and of the 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery may be barren of result. These 
records may show nothing of the physical condition of the officer; 
nothing more than that the officer was physically examined to be an 
ensign thirty years before and pro forma certificates ever since. The 
condition of health at the moment of promotion and at each promo- 
tion is what the law wants to test by sure means and for the clear- 
est ends. What will the records show about chronic gout or inflam- 
matory rheumatism contracted sinee a former examination? It is 
true that there is a requirement that the officer shall state on his 
honor that, to the best of his knowledge and belief, he is free from 
bodily ailments and physically qualified to perform all the duties of 
a naval officer at sea, so that y the only real evidence is the cer- 
tificate or the word of the person who is to receive the great favor 
of promotion so eagerly sought for, with a money temptation of 
additional y. The most honorable man may lightly esteem his 

hysical ailments, Some diseases are flattering in their character. 
ie the law wished to rest the case on the certificate of the officer, it 
would say so, and dispense with the board, 

This is all the evidence under these regulations which is afforded 
to the board of medical surgeons, who are required to examine and 
ascertain for themselves that the person is qualified to perform his 
duties at sea, and so certify on their oath of office. I doubt if this 
is sufficient to out the meaning of the statute. It is not the 
examination that is required by law. Other evidence ought to be 
calied in, independent of the officer, and of unresponsive records, If 
naval surgeons do not strict! and impartially perform this duty. 
with an eye to that interest of the Government wkich is subserved 
by a sound active list, we must devolve the duty on surgeons outside 
of the Navy or by a joint board of naval and other surgeons. 

I do not propose that a naval officer of high grade shall submit to 
an examination of the person by a board of young surgeons. There 
might be something in that which would be repugnant to the sense 
of 8 of the officer; and perhaps it is well to provide that above 
acertain rank this shall not be required; but certainly other evidence 
would be available and might be effectually used and should be used, 
that we shonld not have upon the active list of admirals 1 num- 
bers of those who are not qualified to perform any duties whatever 
at sea. 

Upon another point, I ask can any Senator tell me, under any pro- 
visions of law which can be found on the statute-book, why, where a 
board sits on an officer and pronounces that he is morally disquali- 
fied for promotion, he is put upon the retired list, with nearly the full 
pay that he has in bis e? Is it any wonder that there is, in sail- 
ors’ phrase, so much “top-hamper” on the Navy? Is it any wonder 
that the list grows fast, until we can scarcely keep up with it by our 
appropriations, until we find to our surprisé that there are two or 
three millions of deficiency when we had hoped that we had spe 
priated to the full amount, or nearly to the full amount, An officer 
who disgraces the service by persistent immoral action, sufficient to 
acquire an immoral character, should be dismissed from the service, 
and the retired list should be purged of all such. 

It seems to me that it would be well for the Naval Committee to 
inquire whether, even if 3 are properly made under existing 
law, they are not too rapid; whether we have not too many admirals, 
too many commorlores, too man captains, &c., for a time of peace. 
It is not difficult to increase the Navy in times of war. That we 
found when our Navy establishment was very much smaller than it 
is at present, in 1861. You can find gallant and active men experi- 
Snood. in the merchant service and otherwise qualified, in case of an 
emergency, and there is no necessity for this great, overshadowing 
establishment. 

Suppose it is peoria by law that there shall be no promotions 
until there are five less admi five less commodores, and: five less 

the list ; and suppose it shall also 
of aman being retired absolutely at 


captains, and so on down throu 
be provided by law that, instead. 


sixty-two, he shall not be retired until sixty-five or sixty-eight even 
say sixty-five, which certainly would be a reasonable age. There 
are admirals on the retired list who at much more than sixty-two 
years of age are much better qualified to perform sea duties than 
some who are on the active list not yet reti The able and enlight- 
ened Secre of the Navy himself is sixty-eight years of age, the 
head of the whole establis nt; and wey should a man be retired 
at sixty-two? It is an arbitrary rule and works badly in that it 
makes a way for these rapid promotions of those in the subordinate 
grades. 

It seems to me, too, that we send too many scholars to the Naval 
Academy. The number should be reduced upon some intelligent 
m hesr Every one who get®ẹthrough the school is an officer of the 

avy. He passes rapidly along by longevity, unless in case of war 
and exceptional legislation, up to the, e of admiral, Every one 
who starts at that lower step has in view the most rapid method of 
arriving at the grade of admiral. If it is demonstrated to the satis- 
faction of Con that we have 1 small Navy; a small number of 
Seamen and a disproportionate number of officers, then it seems to 
me economy would require that we cut off the list of officers that 
which is 3 and, if ible, that we rid the retired 
list of those who are there morally unfit for promotion and so 
reported by the board which sat in their cases. 

t may be—I am not so familiar with the subject—that the Army 
can be pruned in the same way. I deferin that to the judgment of 
others who have examined the matter, but I think if opportunity is 
afforded me I shall endeayor to have the Senate pass upon a bill 
which will work a reform on the subject which I have mentioned, 

Mr. PADDOCK. I should like to inquire of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia if the disproportion of officers to men in the Navy is not vastly 

ter than it is in the Army. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think it is. 

Mr. PADDOCK. As I understand, there are fourteen rear-admirals 
in the Navy, to illustrate, and a rear-admiral ranks with a major- 
general of the Army, and there are only three major-generals of the 
Army. Besides, there are ay seven thousand five hundred men 


enpioyod in the . all tol 

. SARGENT. The disproportion necessarily must exist to a cer- 
tain extent, or rather the proportion of higher grade naval officers 
must be greater than that of generals of the Army, but the dispropor- 
tion is perhaps too great, 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I will detain the Senate but a minute. I desire 
to say that I agree with all that the Senator from California and the 
Senator from Kentucky have said with reference to the number of 
the private soldiers of the Army, but I must express my dissent from 
the views of the Senator from California with reg: to the super- 
fluity of officers, and at the proper time I shall endeavor to give to 
the Senate my reasons for that dissent. I do not think this is the 
propor time. Itis a fact that the Army roll shows that a given num- 

r of officers are lawfully employed by the Government of the United 
States. They have been employed at certain fixed salaries. They 
are entitled to those salaries. They ha ve been kept out of those sal- 


aries for months, 

We were called ther by the President of the United States for 
the purpose of marng rovisions for the payment of those salaries 
and for the payment of the men in the field. I conceive it to be my 
duty, and I am free to say that I believe it to be the duty of the 
Senate, to at once proceed to the fulfillmem of the contract with 
those officers and not waste time in discussing the propriety of in- 
creasing or diminishing the Army, At the proper time Congress can 

a bill diminishing the Army and the Navy, and can make that 

ill operative from and after its and thus prevent the pay- 

ment of all the money appropriated under this bill and have it cov- 

ered into the Treasury; but at present I simply desire to dissent 

from what the Senator from California has said as to the superfluity 

of officers, and to say that at the proper time I shall endeavor to give 
my reasons for this dissent. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. TaurRMAN.] 

Mr. ALLISON. Let it be read. 4 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be reported. 

The CHIEF CLERK. In line 102, page 5, after the word “ twenty,” 
it is proposed to insert “tive;” so as to rend “twenty-five thousand.” 

Mr. WINDOM, With the beende pl; that those lower words 
“of whom four full cavalry regiments shall be kept in service on the 
Mexican frontier in Texas” shall be stricken out. 

Mr. THURMAN, I do not move to strike them out now, but if the 
amendment of the committee shall be adopted, they will be wholly 
unnecessary, because it is already provided for in the previous amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not see that it is poner for, if the Sen- 
ator will allow me, How is it provided for 

Mr. THURMAN. The provision is— s 

And a snflicient force of cavalry shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican 
and Indian frontier of Texas. 

These words are in italics. They are not precisely the same as the 
others, because the other clause provides for four cavalry regiments. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator hold that the present words 
confine the force to four regiments ? 

Mr. THURMAN. No; certaialy not. A 
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Mr. CONKLING. Then he will see that they are in no sense 
equivalent to the words that were in the House proviso, because 
that is a limit both upwards aud downwards, whereas there isno limit 
at all as to the cavalry force by the committee’s amendment. I ob- 
serve that he said before that these two latter lines in the proviso 
proposed to be stricken out were provided for already in the substi- 
tute reported for the bill. I suggest that that is in no respect so. 
There is no equivalent provision either as to a limit or as to a require- 
ment. 

Mr. THURMAN, -If the Senator will look closer, he will find that 
the amendment moved by the Committee on Appropriations is broader 
than the House bill, if anything. I do not think there is really any 
difference between them substantially; but, if anything, the pro- 

amendment in italics is broader than the other, for it makes it 
mperative that “a sufficient force of cavalry shall be employed in 
the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontier.” 

Mr. CONKLING. Now, the honorable Senator will pardon me. 
He has stated in other words exactly what I undertook to state, that 
it is broader and it is also narrower because it is wholly discretion- 
ary,as he will see. In the one case the words are “ of whom four fall 
eavalry regiments shall be kept in service on the Mexican frontier in 
Texas.” We all know what that means. Now, what are the words 


he supposes to be equivalent? 


A sufficient force of cavalry shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican 
and Indian frontier of Texas. 


That may be one regimens 5 it may be five companies of a regi- 
ment; it may be ten regi nts; or it may be four regiments. 
that I say the words are broader and in another sense t ey are nar- 
rower. in other words, they are without limit upwards or down- 
wards, whereas the words in the proviso as it came from the House 
are distinct. I am not at this moment urging that either of them 
ought to be there or that one is better than the other. Iam simply 

inting out to the Senator that I think he falls into error when he 
tatoos the Senate that these latter lines of the House proviso are 
unnecessary because the same provision in substance is made by the 
substituté proposed by the committee. If I can comprehend the force 
of language there is no equivalent, and no similarity between the two 
provisions ; they are about as different as provisions could well be 
relating to the same topic. 

Mr. THURMAN. All I mean is this: the case provided in this 
proviso of the House bill is provided for in the amendment of the 
committee. 

Mr. CONKLING. No doubt of it. 

Mr. THURMAN. And sufficiently provided for. I suppose, if the 
President thinks more than four 55 grees are necessary, he will 
send them there. The only effect of the proviso as it comes from 
the House is that if makes it the duty of the President to have four 
full regiments on the Mexican frontier. It takes away his discretion 
really, if it can be done. 

Mr. CONKLING. If it takes away his discretion, I should like to 
inquire whether, in the Senator’s opinion, by law the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army and Navy can be governed in that t? 

Mr. THURMAN. Upon my word I will not argue that question 
on this bill at all, for 1 want the bill to pass. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. EATON. I wish to ask the Chair whether, if the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Ohio shall become attached to the bill, 
it will be competent for me to move to strike out the word “five 
hereafter? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be. 

Mr. EATON. Very well, then I make no objection now. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio. ; 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WINDOM. I now move, if in order, to strike ont from the pro- 
viso all of the words after the word “thousand,” in line 102. Those 
words are: 

Of whom four full cavalry regiments shall be kept in service on the Mexican 
frontier, in Texas. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment just 
moved by the Senator from Minnesota. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, As thus amended, will 
the a agree to the amendment of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations 

Mr.EATON. Mr. President, I am very desirous that the money which 
is appropriated by this bill shall be placed in the hands of the officers 
and soldiers of the Army. I am not prepared—I do not desire to do it 
to go into a discussion of the Army or Navy question at this juncture. 
I may agree with my honorable friend, the 8 from California, 
that there are too many officers in the Navy. I have no doubt about 
it. The honorable Senator from California doubtless will agree with 
me that there are altogether too many officers in our Army, even if 
the number of the Army was thirty thousand men instead of five and 
twenty or twenty thousand; but that is a question that I do not 
choose to discuss now. If I live, I pro to discuss that question here- 
after. I think that twenty thousand men are all that are required to 
take care of our interests on the border. I think I shall be able to show 
that twenty thousand men are enough. I think I shall be able to 


show that if men who were stationed where sg, Shee ig not to have 


been stationed six months ago had been on the border, there would 
have been no such carnage and bloodshed as there was on certain 
occasions. 

Sir, I am not to be drawn into a discussion of this 
I simply move at 3 to strike out the word “ five. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That proposition would not be in order 
of itself, the word having just been inserted. When the bill gets 
into the Senate, such an amendment will be in order. 

Mr. EATON. I beg pardon. I sup the bill was in the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is before the Senate as in Committee 
of the Whole. It has not yet been reported to the Senate. 

Mr. EATON. I will take back, Mr. President, all that I have said. 
and renew it by-and-by, and see if I cannot say it better. (Laughter. } 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on Appropriations, as amended by the Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WINDOM. Will the Chair be good enongh to state the effect 
of that vote? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the proposi- 
tions as they will stand. 

Mr. CONRLING. I should like to have reported the part of the 
bill last under consideration, as it now stands. 

The CHIEF CLERK. The committee report to strike out, commenc- 
ing in line 91, the following words: 

That a force of four 8 shall be recruited to one hundred men in 
each company, and the same s. be employed in the defense of the Mexican and 
Indian fron of Texas. 

And in lieu of those words to insert : 

That cavalry regiments may be recraited to one hundred men in each company, 
and kept as near as practicable at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry 
shall be employed In the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontier of Texas, 

Mr. CONKLING. That is one amendment ? 

Mr. WINDOM. Has not that been tof 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question has not been put on it 
The Chair will explain the action of the Senate, as he understands 
it, which is only to have re-inserted the last proviso with the excep- 
tion of the words which follow after the word « thousand,” in line 
102, and inserting “five” before “thousand.” That, so far, is the 
action of the Senate in Committee of the Whole, as the Chair under- 

n 

Mr. CONKLING. Then will the Chair be kind enough to state 
what has become of lines 95 to 99 7 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. No action has yet been taken on them. 
The amendment to them is tel ge question. Will the Senate 

to the amendment just ? 

The amendment was to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Committee on ak yee pea fur- 
ther report to strike out the proviso, as amended, which will be read. 

The CHIEF CLERK. The words proposed to be stricken out are: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the num- 
ber of men on the Army rolls, including Indian scouts and tal ste 
beyond twenty thousand, of w four full cavalry regiments be keptin 
service on the Mexican frontier in Texas. 

This clanse has been amended by inserting “five” before “ thou- 
sand,” and striking out all after the word “thousand” to the end of 
the clause ; so that the proviso reads now : 

That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the number of men 
on the Army rolls, including Indian scouts and hospital stewards, beyond twenty- 
five thousand. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WINDOM. Now, this proviso stands as amended, as just read? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It does. 

The Chief Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, The next amend- 
ment of the Committee on Appropriations was in line 136, to reduce 
the appropriation “for construction and repair of hospitals” from 
$100,000 to $50,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was line 163, after the word “present,” to 
strike out “ curse ” and insert “ course.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the clause making appropriations for 
the Ordnance Department, in line 199, after the words“ consisting of,” 
to strike out the words “ bags, clothing” and insert “ clothing- * 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line 204, after the words “board of,” 
to strike out the word “ Ordnance ;” after the word “officers,” in the 
same line, to insert the words “appointed by the Secretary of War,” 
and in line 205, before the word“ magazine-gun,“ to strike out the 
word “suitable ;” so £s to read: 

For manufacture of arms at the National Armory, $100,000; and should a board 
1 re ogy a by the 3 525 War. 3 a = pod — 
mi gor vi. 

r * 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was after line 207, to strike out the following 


question now 


paragraph: 
ra conversion of ten-inch smooth-bores into rifles, and carriages therefor, 


Mr. BECK. Although it is not proper to refer to what occurred at 
the other end of the Capitol, it seems that the committee acted i 
that; but I have received information which seems to me to be relia- 
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ble, that the chief of the Ordnance Bureau wishes this clause to be 


retained, because there is a very large number of smooth-bore guns 
which are now on hand, and which, with this appropriation, he 
could convert into rifled arms at a very small cost; that unless he is 
authorized to do so they will become useless, and other arms of the 
character which he could convert would have to be purchased at a 
very great cost. Unless some other member of the committee has 
other information, Iam inclined to think now that we ought not to 
strike out this clause. r 1 

Mr. WINDOM. The Committee on Appropriations acted upon the 
advice of the General of the Army with reference to this item. Of 
course we have no knowledge as to the value of these guns; but, 
taking the advice of those whom we deem best qualified to advise 
us, the committee thoughtit advisable not to expend any more money 
at present in converting the old smooth-bores into rifled guns. The 
belief is, on the t of some authorities in the Army, and very 

rominent ones, that those guns, when converted, will be much more 
ngerous to our own Army and its officers than to the enemy. Ido 
not know that that is true. I know, on the other hand, that very 
valuable ordnance officers have great confidence in the success of this 
conversion of these gons, On the whole, the committee, not being 
satisfied that it would be a success, preferred not to appropriate any 
money until it was assured. There is certainly this dispute between 
prominent Army officers and the Ordnauce Department upon that 
subject; therefore we thought it best to save the $50,000. until we 
were satisfied that when these smooth-bores are converted into rifled 
guns they will be at least as dangerous to the enemy as to our own 
officers and men. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. In addition to what the chairman 
has so well said in support of striking out this cla I would state 
that so far as information controlled the committee if was adverse 
to this appropriation, and it came from the highest authority of the 
War Department. If it is actually necessary that this appropriation 
of $50,000 should be made for the boring of the guns, it can well be 
sustained in conference by the other House if they have information 
which we have not, but the information as it came to the committee 
was decidedly in favor of striking ont the appropriation. 7 

Mr. WITHERS. Iwill simply remark in this connection that if 
my memory serves me the official report of the Ordnance Office gives 
the detail of the experiments which haye been made and the results 
which have been reached by the actual experiments in this change 
of the smooth-bore into rifle-guns, and that testimony is clearly in 
favor of the efficiency of this change and the cheapness of the arm 
thus prepared as compared with rifle-guns originally. Therefore 1 
am opposed to the striking out of the clause. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendments of 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

The amendments were to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This concludes the amendments reported 
from the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. WINDOM. In line 212, after the word “seventy,” I move to 
insert the word “one ;” so as to read: 


For the payment of seventy-one superintendents of military cemeteries, $59,000. 


Ido that upon the authority of the Quartermaster-General, who 
states that since the estimates were made the cemetery at Antictam 
has been established, which requires one additional superintendent. 
The amount is right. 

The amendment was a to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

. Mr. EATON. I wish to reserve the amendment to which I referred 
for ee at the proper time. This is not the proper time, I under- 
stand. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Now is the time, the Chair informs the 
Senator. The question is now on agreeing to the amendments made 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WITHERS. The bill is now in the Senate? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill is now in the Senate. 

Mr. EATON. Then is it proper that I should move now to strike 
out the word “five,” in the one hundred and second line, so as to make 
the number of the Army twenty thonsand ? 

Mr CONKLING. It has not yet been put in. 

Mr. EATON. It has been put in in committee. Now, I suppose I 
can move to strike out the whole of that amendment. 

5 VICE-PRESIDENT. The whole or such part as the Senator 
chooses. 
Mr. EATON. In Committee of the Whole this clause was inserted: 


That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the number of men 
= pyrene fola; including Indian scouts and hospital stewards, beyond twenty- 
ve d 


I move to strike out the word “five.” 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to igaro if the pending question is not on 
the amendment recommended by the committee to insert the word 
“five,” and if the proper mode of getting at the desire of the Senator 
from Connecticut is not to call for a separate vote on that amendment? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon the amendments 
mado in committee, and the Senator from Connecticut offers his 
amendment to this particnlar amendment. 

Mr. EATON. I do. I offer to that particular amendment the 
amendment to strike out the word “five” between “twenty” and 


“thousand” so as to haye the clause read as it does inthe House bill, 
“twenty thousand.” 

Mr. ALLISON. I was about to suggest to the Senator from Con- 
necticut that the question is whether we shall adopt that particular 
amendment recommended by the Committee of the Whole. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, It is. The question is on that particular 
amendment. 

Mr, ALLISON. And he will accomplish his purpose if he asks for 
a separate vote upon the question of inserting “five” rather than 
striking out “five.” It has not yet been acted on in the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That is a consideration which the Sen- 
ator should address to the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. ALLISON. Ihave only one mode of addressing the Senator 
from Coonecticut, and that is through the Chair. 

Mr. MITCHELL, I submit that the Senator from Connecticut can 
aceomplish his purpose with one less vote in the way suggested by 
the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. HOAR. Does the Chair understand that when the Committee 
of the Whole reports several amendments to the Senate the question 
is on agreeing to those amendments as one amendment? Is that the 
question before the Senate ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is not. Any Senator may call for a 
separate vote on any amendment. 

r. HOAR. Then I desire to respectfully su t to the Chair, as 
I suggested before, that the proper mode of reaching this question is 
to call for a separate vote on the amendment inserting the word 
“ five” after “twenty.” E 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Which the Senator from Connecticut 
has substantially done. 

Mr. HOAR. I understood the Chair to state that the proper motion 
— a strike ont that word. That word has not been inserted by the 

nate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair made no statement of that 
kind. The question is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Connecticut striking out the word “five” in the one hundred 
and second line. 

Mr. ALLISON. If the Chair please, I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand the word “five” has not been inserted 
It is not contained in the bill, but it is a proposed amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands that it was in- 
serted in the bill. The question is now upon agreeing to strike it. 
out, As many as favor the proposition of the Senator from Con- 
necticut will say “ay ”—— 

Mr. EATON. I understand the condition of the question to be this : 
In Committee of the Whole an amendment was adopted making the 
number twenty-five thousand. It has not i been adopted in the 
Senate. Therefore, if the Chair pleases, I think I was wrong in my 
motion. The committee have adopted the amendment of twenty-five 
thousand ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair so understands, 

Mr. EATON. The Senate have not yet adopted it? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. They have not. The question is now 
whether they will adopt it. 

Mr. EATON. Therefore there is no necessity for moving to strike 
out the word “ five.” The question will be whether that amendment 
shall pass with twenty-five thousand or twenty thousand, for twenty 
thousand is in the original bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will then state the question 
in that way. Will the Senate concur in the amendment, made as in 
Committee of the Whole, fixing the number at twenty-five thousand? 

Mr. EATON. On that question I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WITHERS. I wish to understand the question distinctly. 
The Chair states that the question now is upon the adoption in the 
Senate of the amendment recommended by the Committee of the 
Whole, which amendment was to insert from the beginning of the 

roviso down to the word “twenty-five.” If that be adopted by the 

nate it will then be too late to amend it. I would respectfully 
submit that that amendment is pending before the Senate which was 
recommended by the Committee of the Whole, and while it is pend- 
ing the Senator from Connecticut desires to move an amendment to 
the amendment made as in Committee of the Whole by striking out 
the word “five.” Therefore, it seems to me the question would come 
upon that amendment to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. SARGENT. Was not the word “five” inserted in Committee 
of the Whole as an independent amendment? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It was. 

Mr. SARGENT. Then it seems to me the question is, Shall the 
word “five” remain? Will the Senate still agree to what the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations recommended ? 

Mr. WITHERS. I submit that the amendment made as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole was further than the word “five.” 

Mr. SARGENT. But that was by another motion. 

— 8 WITHERS. There was a considerable addition to that amend- 
men 

Mr. SARGENT, Was the whole phrase put in on one motion f 

Mr. WITHERS. The whole phrase was amended in Committee of 
the Whole, and now that is the pending amendment before the Seu- 
ate, and not the striking out of the word “ five.” 

Mr. MORRILL. But the word “five” was inserted distinctly on 


the motion of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN. ! 
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Mr. MITCHELL. It was a separate amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. And the other portion of the amendment was 
amended on the motion of the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 

riations. 

E Mr. WITHERS. I submit that the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio included more than the word “five” from necessity. The 
amendment of the committee proposed to strike out the whole of that 
clause. The Senator from Ohio moved to amend it by inserting a 
portion of that clause down to the word “ twenty” and inserting the 
word “five” after “twenty,” so as to limit the number of the y 
to twenty-five thousand. That was done in Committee of the Whole, 
The question now comes up in the Senate whether it will ratify the 
action of the Committee of the Whole inserting the whole of that 
clause down to the words “twenty-five thousand.” The Senator from 
Connecticut moves to amend by striking out the word “five,” which 
he has a perfect right to do, and the question would come up on the 
amendment of the Senator from Connecticut whether the amendment 
made as in Committee of the Whole shall be amended by striking out 
the word “ five.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the opinion that the 
parliamentary question is, Will the Senate agree to the amendments 
made as in Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. WITHERS. Suppose we agree to it, then what can we dof 

it susceptible of amendment then? 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. It is susceptible of amendment. 
Mr. WITHERS. Not according to the usual usage here. 
Mr. WHYTE and others. Let the question be submitted to the 


Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit the question to 
the Senate in the parliamentary form. Upon this question the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. As many as are in favor of agreeing to 
this amendment as made in Committee of the Whole will answer in 
the allirmative . 

Mr. WITHERS. I beg for information. I want to know what the 
effect of that amendment will be before I vote. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The effect, in the opinion of the Chair, 
will be that if the Senate adopts it, that concludes the Senate, If the 
Senate does not choose to keep the Army at twenty-five thousand, it 
will vote down the amendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WITHERS. Then we do not vote upon the amendment of the 
Senator from Connecticut at all? 

Mr. MITCHELL. We are to vote upon it now. 

Mr. WITHERS. No, sir; suppose we adopt the report of the com- 
mittee, we settle the question that the number is to be twenty-five 
thousand. Suppose we reject the report of the committee, what posi- 
tion shall we be in then! 

Mr. MITCHELL, The Army will then be left at twenty thousand. 

Mr. WITHERS. No, sir; there is no antagonism between twenty 
ee twenty-five thousand, but between twenty-five thousand 
and nothing. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that there is nokning in this bill what- 
ever except what came from the House. The bill as passed by the 
House is now before the Senate. It was first committed to a stand- 
ing committee of the Senate, who recommended certain changes in 
it, They did not report a new bill, but they reported the samo bill 
proposing certain amendments. It was then committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and the Committee of the Whole adopted in 
part the recommendations of the standing committee, and made cer- 
tain new recommendations of its own. One of those new recom- 
mendations was that after the word “twenty” should be inserted the 
word “five.” That is one distinct amendment, and upon that any 
Senator has the right to call for a separate vote. lt has no connec- 
tion whatever with any other amendment proposed by either the 
Committee of the Whole or the standing committee of the Senate. I 
therefore respectfully submit that the last suggestion of the Chair is 
entirely corréct. ` 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair sopronendi that the Senator 
is misled, as he himself has been misled, by the rule of the House, 
that a bill is not amendable after it gets into the House from the 
Committee of the Whole. The rule is different in the Senate. The 
—— af us as much amendable in the Senate as it is in Committee of 
the ole, 

Mr. HOAR. That consideration is precisely in accordance with the 
view I took, and that is what I began my remark by stating, that the 
proposition of an amendment, either by the Committee of the Whole 
or by the standing committee, does not change the bill until the Sen- 
ate itself adopts it. 

Mr. THU. I was ont fora moment. The first proviso in the 
House bill is in these words: 

That a force of four cavalry rogiem shall be recruited to one hundred men in 
each company, and the same be employed in the defense of the Mexican and 
Indian frontier of Texas. 

The Committee of the Whole struck those words out, as recom- 
mended by the Committee on Appropriations, and inserted in lieu of 
them these words: 

That cavalry regiments esc fl be recruited to one hundred men in each company, 
and kept as near as practicable at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry 
shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontier of Texas. 

That, so far as I understand, was the course. Then the committee 
amended the next proviso, before the motion was made to strike it 
out, by inserting the word “five” after the word “twenty,” so as 


read “twenty-five thousand,” and by leaving out all the following 
words. Then the question was, Will the Senate strike out this pro- 
viso as thus amended, and the Committee of the Whole ref to 
strike it out. Then the bill was reported to the Senate. That being 
the case, it stands as if this proviso were as it came from the House, 
amended in committee in two particulars: first, by the insertion of 
the word “five” after the word “twenty,” and, next, by striking 
out all after the word “ thousand.” 

Mr. SARGENT. Was that done in one motion f? 

Mr. THURMAN. In two motions. One amendment was made on 
my motion, and the other on the motion of the chairman of the com- 
mittee. 

4 2 SARGENT: If it was done in two motions, that relieves the 
ifficulty. 

Mr. THURMAN. If the Senator will allow me to proceed, I will 
state that this proviso, standing just as it came from the House with 
the exception of this amendment, the first question before the Senate 
is, will the Senate concur with the Committee of the Whole in the 
insertion of the word “fiye?” Those who want the limit of the Army 
to be twenty thousand will vote against concurring, and then if the 
8 is lost the proviso would stand just as it came from the 

ouse. I said that I moved the insertion of the word “ five” to pre- 
vent an increase of the Army which might take pee up to thirty 
thousand, but that I was really in favor of the House provision of 
twenty thousand. 

Now, having secured this provision that is in the House bill, I shall 
vote e concurring in inserting the word “five” which would 
leave the Army at twenty thousand. If the Senate hadstricken out 
all this proviso which comes from the House, the case would be dif- 
ferent, but the proviso now being in the bill, if we do not concur in 
the insertion of the word “ five, then we leave the proviso as it came 
from the House : 

That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the number of men 
on the Seay, rolls, including Indian scouts and hospital stewards, beyond twenty 


So all who go for twenty thousand and no more than twenty thou- 
sand will go against the amendment inserting the word “five.” If 
that amendment be rejected, then the House proviso will stand. If 
that amendment be not rejected, then the proviso will be that the 
Army shall not be recruited beyond twenty thousand. 

As to the second amendment, leaving out all after the word “ thous- 
and,” there is no difficulty about that, because everybody that 
that is amply provided for in the amendment of the Committee on 
Appropriations, which has been adopted. The question then really 
is upon agreeing with the Committee of the Whole in inserting the 
word “ fiye,” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair has stated the question pre- 
cisely inaccordance with the views of the Senator from Ohio, and upon 
it the yeas and nays have been Srdered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 39, 
nays 19; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Allison, Anthon 
Pennsylvania, Cameron of Wisconsl: 


Con: 
over, 
Lamar, McMillan, Matthews, Maxey, Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby 
Wadleigh, and 
NAYS— Messrs. Bailey, Barnum, Beck, Cockrell, Davis of West Virginia, Eaton 
Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Jones of Florida, McCreery, McPherson, Merrimon, 
re Ransom, Thurman, Voorhees, Whyte, and Withers--19. 
A NT—Messrs. Armstrong, Blaine, Dennis, Ferry, Grover, Hill, Johnston 
8 of HEMAN Kernan, McDonald, Patterson, Plumb, Saulsbury, Sharon, and 


So the amendment inserting “ five” was concurred in. 


The VICE-PRESIDNT. Is a separate vote demanded on any other 
amendment made as in Committee of the Whole? [“No,”“no.”] If 
not, the question is on concurring in the amendments in gross, 

The amendments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to Le engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. A 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator give me one mo- 
ment first? The Senator will recollect that I gave notice yesterday 
that to-day I should like to submit some remarks. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ihave not forgotten it. I will withdraw the mo- 
tion if the Senator wishes to speak to-day. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, as much of the time 
of the day has been consumed by the Army appropriation bill, which 
I had no wish to antagonize, I now give notice that to morrow morn- 
ing, after the completion of the morning business, I will ask that the 
resolution offered by myself some days ago be taken up, that I may 
then submit my remarks. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After ten minutes spent in executive 
session the doors were re-opened, and (at two o’clock and thirty-five 
minutes p. m.,) the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THURSDAY, November 15, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by Rov. Davip WILLS, 
D. D., of Washington, District of Columbia. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. EDEN. By the ing of the Journal I observe that House 
bill No. 1487, reported ssw ss by myself from the Committee on 
we Claims; was stated to have been reported from the Committee 

ms, 

The SPEAKER. Tho Chair is informed that the Journal is cor- 
5 5 aud that the bill was reported from the Committee on War 


Mr. EDEN. I understood it to be read the other way. 
There being no objection, the Journal, as read, was approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. EAMES. I call for the regular order, but will yield for the 
transaction of business that will give rise to no debate, if it does not 
come ont of my hour. 2 
4 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will not lose any portion of his 

our, 
L. MADISON DAY. 

Mr. KNOTT. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Judiciary 
to report back the memorial of L. Madison Day and to ask that the 
committee be discharged from its further consideration and that it 
be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


BALLOTS FOR REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS. 


Mr. KNOTT. Iam also instructed to report back from the same 
committee House bill No. 1499, to amend section 27 of chapter 2 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, and to ask that the com- 
mittee be discha: from the further consideration of the bill and 
that it be refe: to the Committee of Elections, $ 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


WILLIAM T. PATE AND SILAS Q. HOWE. 


Mr. KNOTT. Iam also instructed to back from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary House bill No. , giving the Court of 
Claims jurisdiction to hear and determine the claim of William T. 
Pate and Silas Q. Howe, and to ask that the committee be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that the same be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


RICHARD M. BOWLER. 


Mr. GOODE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was read, and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is 
directed to pay to Richard M Bowler, out ef the contin; 
for services rendered as in the pos 
October aud November, 1877. 
GEORGE H. GIDDINGS, 


Mr. WADDELL, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1496) for 
the relief of George H. Giddings; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calen- 
dar, and ordered to be printed. 


ALEXANDER J. MUELLER. 


Mr. HASKELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1497) for the relief of Alexander J. Mueller, of Allen County, 
Kansas ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

Mr. HASKELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1493) amendatory of section 3009, chapter 8, of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, and providing for the payment of 
duties upon imports in gold, silver, and United States legal-tender 
notes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


j ABRAHAM ALSTEAD. 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous consent, 
the Committee on Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the following bill; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions : 
A bill (H. R. No. 849) for the relief of Abraham Alstead, late a 
second lieutenant of Company A of the Fifty-fifth Regiment Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 


„ authorized and 
t fand of the House, $120 
ce during the months of 


FRANK M. SCHELL. 


Mr. GARFIELD, from the Committee on the Rules, reported back 
the following resolution, and moved its reference to the Committee of 
Acconnts; which motion was agreed to: 

That Frank M. Schell be. and he is hereby, a inted a messengerof the 
House of presentatives for the Forty-fifth Counce with an annual salary of 
1,200 to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House, for service in the 
mittee on the Revision of the Electoral Law, the Special Committes on Ven- 
tilation, and such other special committees as may be ordered by the House. 


IMPROVEMENT OF ARKANSAS RIVER. 

Mr. RYAN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1499) 
to provide for an examination and survey of the Arkansas River from 
Fort Smith up to the mouth of the Little Arkansas River; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


ZEPHANIAH ORUBAUGH. 


Mr. GARFIELD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1500) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the Interior to 
pe the name of Zephaniah Crubaugh, late a private in Company 

One hundred and fourth Ohio Volunteers, on the pension-roll; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM LONGNECKER. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1501) for the relief of William ecker; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ELLA P. MURPHY. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1502) for the relief of Ella P. Murphy; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affaigp, 
and ordered to be printed. 

2 THOMAS KEARNEY. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1503) for the relief of Thomas Kearney, collector of cus- 
toms for the district of Corpus Christi; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PROMOTION OF ARMY OFFICERS. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1504) to equalize promotion among officers in the line of 
the Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. HARRIET R. ALSBURY. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1505) for the relief of Mrs, Harriet R. Alsbury; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CHEAP TRANSPORTATION OF FREIGHT. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R No. 1506) to provide for cheap tra on of freight be- 
tween tide-water on or near the Atlantic n and the Ohio and 
Mississippi Valleys; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL LESTER. 

Mr. MORGAN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1507) for the relief of Daniel Lester; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JAMES B. RUSSELL. 

Mr. MORGAN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1508) for the relief of James B. Russell; which was read a first 
and second ti referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


GRANT-PEMBERTON MONUMENT. 


Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1509) authorizing the Secretary of War to purchase and attach tothe 
National Cemetery of Vicksburgh the Grant-Pembertun monument at 
Vicksburgh, Mississippi; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN Q. LARMAN AND OTHERS. 


Mr. HUNTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1510) for the relief of John Q. Larman, Joseph L. Harley, and Thomas 
P. Sparks; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. te 


Mr. MILLS, by unanimous consent, presented the following pream- 
ble and resolutions of the Texas State Grange, asking that the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture be made a Cabinet officer; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed in 


the RECORD. 
Orrick oF MASTER TEXAS STATE GRANGE, 
November 7, 1877. 


Hon. R. Q. MILLS, 7 . 
Member Congress, Washington City: 

In compliance with the action of the Texas State Grange as recorded in the pro- 
ceedings of the third annual session, on a page 48, the master and executive com- 
mittee of the Texas State Grange have pted the following preamble and reso- 
lutions as the expression of sentimentof the Texas Siate Grango, and respectfully 

nest that you present them to the body in which have the honor to preside : 

Whereas agriculture en the talents, energies, and labors of more than 
one-half the population of the United States, and is the great source of the nation’s 
wealth, and the foundation 


of individual and politic prosperity; and whereas it 
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should be ted in the presidential to guard, protect, and advance the 
interest a Cason are god in ee pursuits: Therefore, 
Resolved, That in behalf we represent we do hereby petition the Con- 
gress of the United States to wake the Commissioner of ture at Washing- 
ton a Cabinet officer, entitled to the rank and pay of such officer. 
That a copy of these be each member of Congress from the 


Resolved, 
State of Texas, 
oe W. LONG, Master State Grange. 


GRAY, Washington County 
‘LY, Gonzales t 


CHEAP TRANSPORTATION OF FREIGHT. 

Mr. SAPP, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1511) to provide for cheap transportation of freight between tide- 
water on or near the Atlantic Ocean and the Ohio and Mississippi 
valleys by constructing a railway from a point at or near the city of 
New York to the city of Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, and 
branch roads to connect therewith; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, and 


ordered to be printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, 


informed the House that the Senate had passed, without amend- 
ment, the bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain deficiencies in 
the pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, and for other 


purposes. 
IMPROVEMENT OF WABASH RIVER. 

Mr. COBB, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1512) appropriating $250,000 for the improvement of the Wabash 
River; which was read a first and second W to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be prin 


CATHARINE HARRIS. 


Mr. COBB (by request) also, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1513) for the relief of Catharine Harris; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF WHITE RIVER. 


Mr. COBB also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1514) appropriating $150,000 for the improvement of White River; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 


er, the Committee on Mileage, to whom was 
0. 650, providing for the payment of mileage 
to members of Con, for attendance upon extra or called sessions 
of Congress, has the same under consideration and has directed 
me to report the same back to the House and to recommend that it 
do not pass. It has further directed me to report to the House that 
in the opinion of the committee there is no law in force giving mem- 
bers of Congress mileage for attendance upon extra or called sessions 
of Congress. I move that the committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill, and that it be laid upon the table, and 
the accompanying report printed. 

agreed to. 


Mr. COBB. Mr. 8 
referred House bill 


The motion was 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BUCKNER. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to offer a resolution for information. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I must insist on the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the Chair can 
only recognize gentlemen with reference to the question which comes 
over as unfinished business. 

A Mr. HENDEE. I wish to make an inquiry in regard to that ques- 
ion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HENDEE. I wish to inquire when under the present order 
the debate on the bill for the repeal of the resumption act will close. 

The SPEAKER. A strict construction of the order of the House 
would confine the debate on this bill to its consideration during five 
legislative days, without reference to the time consumed in the dis- 
cussion on the respective days. That period would terminate to-day. 
After that time it would seem to the Chair to come under another 
clause of the order, which provides for an extension of the time, and 
would compel the consideration of the bill when the debate is con- 
tinued on to-morrow, to come in aftor the morning hour; so that on 
to-morrow there will bo a morning hour. The Chair would so con- 
strue the language of the order. 

Mr. HENPEE. I wish to inquire if the friends of the bill propose 
to ask for an extension of time in which to carry on the debate. 

= SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to answer the gentleman’s 
question. 

Mr. BUCKNER. My colleague on the committee who has charge 
of the bill [Mr. Ewrxe@] is not now in his seat. Ihave not consulted 
with him, and cannot answer the question the gentleman from Ver- 
mont has propounded. We desire, so far as the committee is con- 
cerned, to have a vote at as early a period as possible. That is my 
own desire, and I suppose the desire also of the gentleman who has 


charge of the bill; but, as he is not in his seat, I cannot give any 
more definite answer. 

Mr. HENDEE. Does the gentleman understand that the previous 
question will be called on to-morrow or the next day ? 

Mr. BUCKNER. I really have not any understanding or opinion 
upon oe subject. I cannot answer the question without consulting 
my colleague, 

The SP R. The Chair is advised on that 8 that the gen- 
tleman having charge of the bill proposes to let the debate run dur- 
ing to-morrow, and to occupy his hour on Saturday morning, and 
then demand a vote. 

Mr. HENDEE. Very well. 


REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 


Mr. BUCKNER, I now insist on the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business is the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 805,) reported by the gentleman from Ohio pae 
EWING] from the Committee on Banking and Currency, to repeal the 
third section of the act entitled “An act to provide for the resump- 
tion of specie payments.” Several gentlemen desire to offer further 
amendments to the bill. The Chair will now recognize them for that 


urpose. : 
5 Mr. CUMMINGS. I offer the following as a modification of the 
amendment heretofore submitted by me: 


Strike out in line 3, in section 1, the words “that whenever” and insert that as 
soon after Jantary 1, A. D. 1879, as.” . 

Also in line 13, section 6, after the the word “ insert “or the three- 
fifths of the 15 per cent. reserves now allowed to be kept with redeeming agents.” 


The SPEAKER. The amendment will be printed as modified. 
Mr. HUBBELL submitted the following modifications of the sub- 
stitute heretofore offered by him: 


5 lines 19 and 20 strike out the word "re-issued" and insert the words “paid 
out.” 
Also in line 20 strike out the word “ payment” and insert the word “ disc! re 
In line 22 strike out the words are hereby made" and insert the words 
as here continue to be.” 
And also in line 22 between the words and“ “and receivable," insert the 
words on and after January 1, 1879, shall be.” 


So that the said lines so amended shall read as follows: 


Whereupon said notes shall be pas out at par value, in discharge of all claims 
and demands against the United States or in exchange for coin; and said notes 
shall, as heretofore, continue to be a legal-tender, and on and after January 1, 1879, 


shall be receivable at their face value. 
Mr. ALDRICH submitted the following amendment: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert as follows: 

That so much of section 3 of the act entitled “An act to provide for the resump- 
tion of specio payments,” approved January 14, 1875, as authorizes or makes it the 
11 of the cane 


, repealed. That 
tender United States notes shall be made. And any legal-tender notes which may 
be redeemed in coin on and after January 1, 1879, as provided in said act, may be 
re-issned from time to time, as the exigencies of the public interest may require. 
Strike out the title and insert: 
A bill to amend the act entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie 
payments," approved January 14, 1875. 


Mr. STENGER submitted the following amendment: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

* 2 “aap . se in cs 3 of = hee ge ig to pro- 
efor resumption of specie payments, approv: anuary " which 
clause is in the following 2 to wit: 

“On and after the Ist day of tany; A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the 2 
shall redeem in coin the United States legal- tender notes then outstanding on th 
pean for redemption at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United 

tates in the city of New York, in sums of not less than 850 — 
be, and the same is hereby, rej 

Amend the title so as to 
resumption act of 1875.” 


Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, submitted the following amendment: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the following: 

That the third section of the act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the resumption 
of specie payments,” approved January 14, 1875, be, and the same is hereby, amended 
so as to read as follows, to wit: That section 5177 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, limiting the aggregate amount of circulating notes of national-bank- 
ing associations be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and each exising banking 
association may increase its circulating notes in accordance with existing law 
without respect to said aggregate limit; and new banking tions may be 

ized in accordance with existing law without respect to said aggregate limit ; 
and the provisions of law for the withdrawal and redistribution of national-bank 
currency among the several States and Territories are hereby repealed. And 
whenever and so often as circulating notes shall be issued to any such banking 
association, so increasing its 7 55 or circulating notes, or s0 sowy organized as 
aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the T: to redeem the legal- 
tender United States notes in excess only of $350,000,000, to 
cent. of the sam of national-bank notes so issued to any such banking associa- 
tion as aforesaid, and to continue such redemption as such circulating notes are 
issued until there shall bo outstanding the sum of 830, 000, 000 of such legal-tender 
United States notes, and no more. 

And the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States is hereby authorized and 
required to piatat er in the Treasury of the United States, in coin of the United 
States, the sum of not less than $200,000,000, and keep the same as a special fund 
to be used for the redemption of United States notes; and when such coin reserve 
shall have been ace: ted, the 3 of the Treasury, after lic notice, 
shall receive on their presentation for such purpose at the office of the assistant 
treasurer of the United States, in the city of New York, the United States notes 
then outstanding, in sums of not less than $50, and exchange therefor coin of the 
United States at par; such legal-tender notes so received to be again paid out in 
the same mar ner as heretofore issued and paid out; aud shall be, thereafter, together 
with all United States notes, lawful money, and a legal tender in payment of all 
debts, public and private, within the United States, except where otherwise ex- 
pressly provided by contract, or by law. 


ed. 
A bill to repeal the resumption-day clause in the 


e amount of 80 per 
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And to enable the of the to prepare and provide for the ex- 
change in this act antho or required, he is au d to use an; lus rev- 
enues, from time to time, in th approp! 5 
sell, and P coin, either of the descriptions of 
bonds of the United States described in the act of Congress a 
2 retunding of iho aiena 


the proceeds 
of law inconsistent with the 

Amend the title soas to 
tled ‘An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments“ 

Mr. DEERING submitted the following modifications of the sub- 
stitute heretofore offered by him: 

Insert the words “law or” after the words “ stipulated by” in line 19. 

Also in line 60, after the words “stipulated by,” insert “law or.” 

Mr. EAMES. Mr. Speaker, it is my purpose in what I may say to 
limit myself strictly to the question before the House which has been 
3 by the committee of which by your assignment I am a mem- 

, with the pee baeag of a word upon two amendments which have 
been proposed and are now pending before the House, And I desire 
first to state distinctly the proposition of the committee. 

That proposition, either by the bill reported from the committee 

or by the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. For, 

which, I think, in legal effect is the same as the bill of the commit- 

tee, repeals the provisions of the act of January 14, 1875, which fixes 

the time of resuming specie payments—on the Ist of January, 1879; 

and also the provisions which provide the means of resuming on that 

day by the authority confe: by the act upon the Secretary of the 

. The provisions of that act which authorize free banking 

remain intact and unchanged, either by the bill of the committee or 

by the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, which the com- 
mittee are willing to accept as a substitute. 

The consideration, therefore, of the pending proposition involves 
three questions: First, is it practicable by the means provided in the 
act of January 14, 1875, in tho present condition of the country, to 
redeem in coin the national notes on the Ist day of January, 1379? 

second, if so, can this redemption be made at that time without det- 
riment to the material interests of the country? and, third, if it can 
ought any change to be made in the existing law? In my judgment 
it is practicable to redeem at the time named. This may be done, I 
think, without any injury to any material interest; and, if so, it will 
be a perhaps, that it ought to be done, and that no change 
should be made in the existing law. 

In the conviction that the law as it now stands will enable the 
Government to resume on the Ist day of January, 1879, without in- 
jury, but with great benefit to every material interest and to all sec- 
tions of the country, I shall speak to-day in N to any change 
upon this subject in the existing law. And I shall assume that it is 
the purpose of every member of this House at some time to pay the 
legal-tender notes in lawful money, and thus redeem the promise of 
the Government expressed upon their face; and that the question 
upon the pending bill and amendments is whether such payment can 
be made at the time fixed by law, or whether this time should be 
extended indefinitely, as proposed by the bill re from the com- 
mittee, or to some definite time beyond that which has been named 
in the act of January 14, 1875. 

The question upon the pending bill is as to a change of the law so 
that the period of redemption or payment shall be in the future at 
some time which is left uncertain. 

And I shall assume further that it is the desire of every member 
of this House to resume specie Lag hepa and to appreciate the exist- 
ing 5 medium to coin just as soon as this may be 
done without detriment to the labor, capital, industries, trade, and 
commerce of the country. 

Upon these assumptions, with a view to answer the question as to 
the time when such resumption may be so made, I desire to call the 
attention of the House to the legislation upon this subject and to the 
currency which now constitutes the circulating medium of the coun- 


try. 

The exigency of the Republic to save its life required the issue of 
the promises of the Government in various forms, These amber ya 
85 remy Pr aed in national notes, and bonds, aggregated upward o 

Ur nebo 

Since these obligations were issued, and after they had subserved 
the purpose which necessitated their issue, they have been to a very 
large amount of the liability incurred funded in bonds, running for 
a longer or a shorter period, at an interest of 6 per cent., 5 per cent., 
4} per cent., and some at 4 per cent., two thousand millions of which 
are now outstanding as the debt of the country. 

There is also as a part of this debt about $356,000,000 in national 
notes, to-day in purchasable value nearly equal to gold, which are a 
part of the existing circulation of the country. 

In addition to this, during the struggle for the national life it be- 
came necessary to force the capital of the State banks into the serv- 
ice of the country, and the present national-banking law was adopted, 
which required the purchase of United States bonds as security for 
circulation to the amount of about $400,000,000. 

The national notes, the national-bank notes, and the fractional 
currency, since in part 8 for silver coin, have since then 
made and now e the circulating medium for exchange in the 
business of the country. 

Its amount in the aggregate is about $700,000,000; and although 


having its origin in the necessities of the Republic, it is, I venture to 
say, as convenient and as safe a currency as it is possible even in 
time of peace to provide. 

The national notes rest for their security upon the entire resources 
of the ublic, which are surely sufficient to redeem and pay them 
some time in the only money known to the Constitution and the 

W. 

The national-bank notes are even more secure, as they are based 
upon the bonds of the Government, with a limit of an issue of $90 for 
$100 in Government bonds as security; and, besides, the holder of the 
national-bank note has a claim which may be enforced in the courts 


-against the bank and its property, and to the extent of the capital of 


the bank against the stockholders. In these respects, therefore, the 
national-bank note is safer than the national note, and it is as gen- 
eral in its circulation in the business transactions of the country as 
is the national note. 

Perhaps no circulating medium could have been devised which 
would have furnished better security or a more convenient and suffi- 
cient currency forexchange. And these national notes and national 
bank notes, in connection with the fractional currency necessary for 
exchange in small transactions, since their issue, for all purposes of 
exchange within the limits of the country, have furnished as good a 
3 of exchange as heretofore the condition of the country would 

it of. 

But during all this period it has lacked one essential element. It 
has been and still is irredeemable in the money either of the Consti- 
tution or of the commercial world, and henee is liable from time to 
time to changes and fluctuations in its purchasable value. 

From the first issne of these notes as a circulating medium for ex- 
change, the avowed purpose of both the political parties has been to 
devise some mode by which they would be equal in their purchasable 
value to the money recognized by the Constitution; in other words, 
to coin, either silver or gold, or both, and by which they would ulti- 
mately be redeemed. J 

The first effort in this direction was the retirement of national 
notes under the administration of Mr. Secretary McCullough. Under 
his administration of the Treasary Department the national notes 
were reduced about forty-four millions, but subsequently, under Mr. 
Secretary Kichardson, this, to the amount of twenty-six millions, was 
re-issued, and it was not until under the acts of June 20, 1874, and of 
January 14, 1875, that the amount of these notes was again reduced 
to about three hundred and fifty-six millions, which is about tho 
amount now outstanding. r 

Under the act of June 20, 1874, and the act of January 14, 1875, the 
national-bank notes have been reduced from three hundred and fifty- 
four millions to about three hundred and sixteen millions, and by a 
su uent act there is still outstanding of fractional currency and sil- 
ver coin about $45,000,000. 

Such, in fact, without inquiring the cause, has been the operation 
of the laws which have been passed, the avowed purpose of which 
was to appreciate the circulating mediam to parin coin; and in 
doing this the purpose has been, by the national note and the system 
of free banking, to supply in national-bank notes any deficiency, and 
to provide such volume of currency as was required for the trans- 
action of the business of the country. So that now this circulating 
medium consists of about three hundred and fifty-six millions of the 
national notes, three hundred and fifteen millions of national-bank 
notes, and about thirty-eight millions of silver coin, with the smount 
of fractional currency still unredeemed and now outstanding. 

Now, in this condition of the currency as a medium of exchange 
and in connection with the fact that the legal-tender is nearly equal 
in value to gold, and also in connection with the recent action of the 
House in making a silver dollar of less purchasable value than a na- 
tional note, a legal tender, the question is presented by the pending 
bill whether that provision of the act of January 14, 1875, providin 
for the resumption on the Ist day of January, 1879, shall be repealed. 

It is a question of great and vital importance. It affects every 
business transaction from the passage of the act of January 14, 1875, 
to the present time. Every contract which has been made during 
this time has been made under a law which provided for resumption 
on the Ist day of January, 1879; and the entire business of the conn- 
try from that time has been conducted in view of the time fixed for 
resumption. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, no change ought to be made in any existing law 
unless some reason can be given for a change; and no change should 
be made unless some remedy for an existing evil is provided. 

It is of no co uence how or why the law of January, 1875, was 
a It became then and is now the law. And since then, as I 
ve said, every business transaction has been based upon it as the 


law. 

Ire that a question of such vital importance should be forced 
to such a hasty issue. There, of course, has been no opportunity for 
the consideration of this proposition by the standing committee of 
the House to which it was referred. This aud the other committees 
were announced by the Speaker on Monday, about two wecks ago. 
Until then but few members knew upon what committees they would 
be required to serve, and could not, therefore, have had any oppor- 
tunity to examine the questions which might be referred for consid- 
eration and report. 

The committee to which this subject was referred made its report 


1877. 
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on the Wednesday following the Monday of its appointment, and it 
was impossible, therefore, to give to this question in committee any 
consideration whatever, and the report which was made was of ne- 
cessity not after a careful consideration of the question, but merely 
and sdlely because as the committee was constituted the majority 
were in favor of making the report, In my 1 it is very un- 
wise that any question of the importance of the one now pending 
should be pressed for decision at an extra session called for other 
special p and before the reports of the Departments bearing 
upon the proposition had been to Con But the question 
raised by this bill is here and we are to decide it, as we are to decide 
any other proposition before us, upon our consciences and our oaths: 
And that question is, what upon this bill is it best to do for the labor, 
capital, and industries of the country—for all these, and not for the 
bondholders or the national banks; not for labor or capital, not for 
one, but for all the interests and industries of the country. 

If it be agreed that it is for the best interests of the country to 
resume specie payment at some time, the only question is whether 
it can be done without detriment to the labor, capital, trade, and 
arene of the country at the time now fixed by law, January 1, 
1879. 

It seems to me, upon the most careful examination which I have 
been able to give the subject, that no change in the existing law is 
required, and that no change ought to be made, but that if the exist- 
ing law is left to stand, the result will be that on the Ist of January, 
1879, the present circulating medium will be equal in purchasab 
value to coin. 

Let us look at this question without reference to anything except 
the facts connected with and bearing upon it. 

The experience of other countries in a similar case is not to be dis- 

ed, but may be delusive if based on a different state of facts 
or a different condition of things. The comparison of the necessity 
of a certain amount of circulation in proportion to population, or to 
the extent of territory, may be proper, but no sane man would fix the 
amount of the circulation of a country solely or principally upon any 
such basis. The amount of circulation which is required is rather to 
be determined by the nature, extent, and diversity of the industries 
of the country and the amountof capital required for their develop- 
ment; and the very best test of whether the currency in use is sufli- 
cient or not is to ascertain whether or not it is in actual use, and 
employed for such purpose. 
ow, with these general views, what better system could be de- 
vised than that which now exists under the present law for a circu- 
lating medium ? 

It is safe. It provides for all the currency which is required for 
the legitimate business of the country. Indeed, its volume now is 
in excess of any demand for its use; and if any deficiency should 
exist the law provides for its supply. 

This currency, admirable as it is for its safety and convenience for 
exchange for business pu has, as I have said, lacked one essen- 
tial element of a sound and stable medium for the object for which it 
has been used, and that essential element is that it never has been, 
as it ought to be, eqnal in value to the money of the Constitution 
and of the commercial world. i 

To bring it to this standard has been the purpose of the past legis- 
lation upon the question of finance, and just as that object is about 
to be realized without disturbing to any extent the business trans- 
actions of the country, this bill is pressed for passage on the pretext 
that it is not only impracticable but impossible to resume at the time 
named in the act. I think otherwise, and for the following, among 
other reasons, wy briefly stated : 

auei Taanon of trade is in our favor to the amount of nearly 

Q 7 ` 

The revenue from customs duties is quite ample to meet the interest 
on the publie debt, and the revenues from other sources sufficient to 
meet all the current expenses of the Government. The legal-tender 
is within 3 per cent.of being equal to gold. Under the provisions of 
the past legislation the volume of the currency has been reduced 
about sixty millions, while a law has been in operagion by which if 
at any time there was any deficiency in the currency it not only 
could, but as I believe would, have been supplied. The gold and silver 
produced in the country, amounting to nearly or quite 8100, 000,000 
annually, with the existing balance of trade in our favor, may be 
retained at home; and, in fact, under the operation of existing laws 
gold to the amount of about $70,000,000 over all legal gold demands 
upon the Government has been gradually accumulated in the Treas- 
ury with the purpose of enabling the Secretary of the Treasury to 
comply with the provisions of the act of January 14, 1875, and at the 
time therein named to resume specie payments. This amount, in my 
ju ent, is amply sufficient to appreciate the legal-tenders to par 
with gold. And in support of this opinion I will now submit what I 
have in substance said upon this floor when a proposition like that now 
before the House was pending, and under acondition of the Treasury 
and of the country far more unfavorable for resuming specie payment 
than now exists, the reasons why I think that the $70,000,000 in coin 
now in the Treasnry is sufficient to appreciate in purchasable value 
to coin the present legal-tenders and national-bank notes now con- 
stituting the circulating medium for exchange. 

The experience of the country in banking shows that practically 
but a small amount of coin in any healthy condition of 3 is 


required to keep any safe and convenient circulating medium for 
exchange, like either the national notes or the national-bank notes 
at pe with coin, or to keep them equal to coin in their purchasable 
value. 


Previous to the present national-bank act a system of banking ex- 
isted under the State laws which was a safe and convenient mode of 
supplying the circulation which was required for the purposes of trade 
and commerce. This circulation was based on specie payment, and, 
although occasionally there was a suspension of ie payment, for 
nearly the whole time the bills of these banks, under the limitations 
and regulations which were imposed upon them, were at par with 
gold in their purchasable value. 

Is appears in a zepari on the finances (Executive Documents Nos. 2 
and 3, first session, Thirty-eighth Congress) that in 1863 there were 
fourteen hundred and sixty-six State banks and branches, the liabili- 
ties of which were, including capital, in the aggregate $1,191,749,945, 
and their total resources $1,185,491,728. In the same year the eireu- 
lation and deposits of these banks were $632,363,444 and the aggre- 
gate amount of specie 8101, 227, 369, or about $1 of specie for $6 of cir- 
culation and deposits, and, including other liabilities, about $1 in 
specie to $7 of liability. The proportion of specie to circulation and 
deposits, and also to other liabilities, is very nearly the same for the 
years intervening between 1851 and 1863. 

It eque apparent from this statement that the amount of specie 
required to appreciate the circulation of the State banks at par in its 
purchasable value was no larger in pereentage than the amount in 
coin now in the Treasury to appreciate the legal-tender to par; and 
it is certainly reasonable to infer that the legal-tender will not re- 
quire a greater rate of percentage than was required by the State 


The evidenceléf bankers also confirms the statement that practi- 
cally from 15 to 20 per cent. in coin of the liability is ample to keep 
bank circulation at par; and it should be kept in mind also in con- 
sidering this question that the legal-tender notes are in circulation 
in all parts of the country; that they are a more convenient medium 
of exchange than coin, either gold or silver; and that consequently 
only such amount of the legal-tenders as may not be required for the 
pu of trade and commerce will on the ist day of January, 1879, 
or thereafter, be presented for payment. Whatever is required in 
trade will be kept in circulation and will be at par with, because it 
is convertible into, coin. 

And as soon as the legal-tender is at par the national-bank note 
will also be at par. 

The reserve of from 15 to 25 per cent., which the national banks 
are required to hold in legal-tenders, will enable them to resume as 
soon as the Genera] Government shall be prepared to redeem the 
legal-tenders 3 which will, of course, inelude the reserves 
in legal-tenders now held by the national banks. 

When, therefore, the Government is ready to meet any demand 
which will be made on it to redeem the legal-tenders, the national 
banks will also be in a condition to resume specie payments, and 
the existing medium of exchange, including hoth legal-tenders and 
national-bank notes, will be at par with and equal in purchasable 
value to coin. 

The reasons which I have heretofore expressed, and now in sub- 
stance repeat, were then, as I have said, based upon a far less favor- 
able condition of the country for resuming specie payments than 
now exists. ` 

The legal-tenders and national-bank notes have been reduced in 
amount. The legal-tender was then worth bnt eighty-eight cents on 
the dollar. It is now worth between ninety-seven and niuety-eight 
cents. The coin in the Treasury bears a larger proportion to the 
amount of legal-tenders, and the balance of trade is far greater in 
our favor now than it was then. 

Now, in view of these facts, none of which can be disputed, the 
question is presented to us to repeal the time tixed by law to resume 
specie payments without the information which is necessary for the 
proper determination of the question. 

But if this bill must be acted upon now, it may be well for every 
member of this House, upon a question which is in no true sense either 
political or sectional and which involves the interest of the whole 
country, to consider what good will come from reversing the legisla- 
tion of the past in the direction of resuming specie payments in accord- 
ance with the solemn pledges of Congress and of both of the great 
ponaos parties of the country? I can see no good and nothing but 

in such action. 

If we are to resume at any time, some time must be fixed. The time 
named is none too near. Indeed the Government could to-day resume 
with gold to the amount of seventy millions in the Treasury. 

The argument against resumption, so far as I have been able to 
comprehend it, is that a larger circulation is required; that under 
existing laws the circulating medium has been reduced to the amount 
of about sixty millions; and the inference from this is, that if this 
bill becomes a Jaw, the volume of currency will be increased. 

I listened with great care to the presentation of this bill and the 
reasons for its passage as given by my colleague on the committee, 
the gentleman from Kansas. I do not dispute the statements which 
he made of the reduction of the volume of the currency in national 
notes and national-bank notes. But I think, with the free-banking 
system in operation, this reduction has been occasioned rather under 
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the operation of the laws of trade than by reason of the provisions 
of the act of Jan 14, 1875, and t if the legitimate business of 
the country required a larger volume of currency, that law as it now 
stands, by the sree banking e would have furnished it just as 
3 as in case of an ciency of any uct or man 

it would have been supp under the law of supply and demand. 

But I observed that the gentleman, in his able argument, failed 
either to ask or answer this material question: What would be the 
increase in the volume of currency if this bill should ? Ipro- 
pose to address myself very briefly to this question; and in consider- 
ing it it yul be well to keep in mind just what the pending bill pro- 
poses to do. 

As reported by the committee or as proposed to be amended by the 
committee, it simply repeals the time named for resumption and the 
provisions by which resumption was to be secured. 

Now, if this bill should pass, how will the circulating medium of 
the country be increased ? 

Its effect may be to prevent, for the purpose of resumption on the 
Ist of January, 1879, the further accumulation of coinin the Treasury, 
bnt not without further N to take from the Treasury the coin 
now in it, if the Secretary of the Treasury should think it wise to retain 
it as a means of apprecéating the legal-tender to par with coin in view 
of resumption at some indefinite time in the future, or to use it in the 
payment of the national notes now outstanding. It does not authorize 
any additional amount of legal-tenders. 

tt leaves the system of free banking just as it is, to soppy ay de- 
ficiency in the circulation which may arise or to reduce the circula- 
tion when not required for the labor and industries and business of the 


country. 

It ET not add one dollar to the circulating medium, either of 
national notes or national-bank notes; and it surely will not add 
one dollar to the subsidiary silver coin or the fractional currency 
now outstanding. è 

The law, as it will then stand, will not authorize the increase of 
the legal-tenders a single dollar, nor will it change in any respect 


the system of free- ng, OF remove any bordean restrictions, or 
limitations on the national ks which enable them to increase 
their circulating notes. 


But, in addition to this, with seventy millions in coin in the Treas- 
ury, which I think is all thatis required to redeem every legul tender 
which will be presented for redemption, it may be well also for every 
member of the House to consider the question whether he is willing to 
leave to the Secretary of the Treasury the discretion of resuming specie 

yments immediately upon the p: of this bill. Convinced as 

am, for the reasons which I stated, that with the pending bill as a 
law he has the means with the coin now in the Treasury to resume 
to-morrow, still I am opposed to any such course, as a surprise upon 
the business of the country. 

That business, since the act of January 14, 1875, has been gradually 
adapting itself to the provisions of that law, and when the time 
comes will be proparoa or it, and in view of the present prospects of 
ct pepper in all branches of ind a resumption at that time 
will not injure, but advance the material interests of the country. 

Why, then, I repeat, at this time attempt to force through Congress 
at a special session called for other purposes a measure of such vital 


importance. 

Mr. Speaker, in my place here as a member of this House, and of 
the committee from which the pending bill has been reported, I en- 
ter my.protest inst its as hasty, ill-advised, and as fraught 
with great evil alike to the it and honor of our common country 
at home and abroad, and to the labor, capital, trade, and commerce of 
the country. If capital is required for the employment of labor, the 
law now provides the means of securing it so far as the legitimate 
business of the country demands. And whatever law may here be 

it will never be secured unless the measure of its value is fixed 
and certain. When this is secured, as it certainly will be, if no 
change is made in the existing law, it will be supplied for the indus- 
tries and business of the country, and will furnish employment to 
those who acre withosy it—and gig’ (Hu en Ae 

I speak as a resentative of the rican people, for no 

litical party, and for — sectional interest, neither for the bond- 
EET nor the national banks ; neither specially for labor or capital, 
but for the whole country and for all its material interests, and for 
what I believe will advance the general welfare of the country, and 
will permanently, and not for the day merely, promote its prosperity. 

As I have said, I am opposed to any change of the existing law. 
In my saci ps wia the light which I now have, the present mone- 
tary system of this Government cannot be improved. 

Necessity is said to he the mother of invention. This system had 
its se in the struggle of the Reprfblic for its life. It has sub- 
served in that respect a most desirable purpose; and since the term- 
ination of that struggle it has been a safe and convenient and suffi- 
cient circulating medium for the purposes of the legitimate business 
of the country. It lacks but one thing to make it complete, and that 
is to appreciate it in purchasable value to coin. Under the existing 
law we are now just upon the poras of securing this; and if no change 
in this law is made, this will, in my judgment, surely be secured on 
the day now fixed by law. 

I shall vote for no amendment which proposes to pay any national 
obligation in anything but lawful money and dollar for dollar. 


Dissenting from the conclusion of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
GARDNER] as to the authority of the Government to re-issue the legal- 
tender at its pfesent limit in amount, when it has been presented for 
and has been paid in coin, and believing that the legal-tender qual- 
ity of the national note justified by the peril of the nation when it 
was made a legal-tender may be continued until by act of Congress 
it shall be deprived of this quality, and from such consideration as I 
have been able to give to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. HUBBELL; I seeing no real objection to retaining the 
legal-tenders as a part of the circulating medium within the fimits 
now prescribed by law, and no objection, when the legal tender is 
equal in valne to gold, to ee it for all public and private dues. 
except when otherwise provided by contract, I will vote for tha 
amendment to remove any doubt upon that question, hoping thereby 
to retain the legislation of the past in the direction of resuming 
specie payments and of appreciating the existing circulation as a 
medium of exchange to par in its purchasable value to coin. 

The proposition of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] is 
in aid of the existing law, and I will vote for that also. In connec- 
tion with the accumulation of coin in the Treasury, which, under the 
provisions of the law of January 14, 1875, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has made, it is the same proposition which I made on the floor of 
this House in February, 1874, and sustained by a speech which I made 
in April of that year. 

Mr. Speaker, I have given to this question ascareful a consideration 
as I have been able to, I am satisfied that the only way to secure a 
healthy and permanent prosperity for the material interests of the 
country is by appreciating the currency to par in coin, and I believe 
that under existing law this may be done without changing the char- 
acter or diminishing to any considerable extent the volume of cur- 
rency now outstanding, and without disturbing any material interest 
or industry of the country, and therefore I oppose and shall vote 
against the parage of the bill now pending before the House. 

I now yield ten minutes to my coll e, [ Mr. BALLOU.) 

Mr. BALLOU. Mr. Speaker, I do not know that any words of mine 
will change a vote or prevent the passage of this bill in some form by 
this House cope the resumption act of 1875. But as I believe 
its repeal would be pernicious and detrimental to the business and to 


the credit of the country, I desire briefly to state my reasons for my 


opinion and for the vote which I shall give. 

The depression in business and the lack of employment for the 
laborer during the last three years is attributed to the act to provide 
for the resumption of specie payments in 1879, which is only true in 
so far as we had been acting in a deceptive and speculative manner, 
deceiving ourselves by a nominal inflation of wealth instead of esti- 
mating it by its real value, and doing business upon that basis. As 
we come back to facts and real values, as we must, we necessarily 
find that much of .this inflated, fancied wealth takes to itself wings 
and flies away and vanishes altogether ; for it existed only in name. 

During the war of the rebellion, and for some time after it, the 
great demand for productions and manufactured goods of all kinds 
stimulated industry and caused large accumulations; and an inflated 
currency, which men reckoned by its nominal instead of its real value, 
lifted the productive and commercial community to an a rance 
of prosperity, causing it to extend its credit to the utmost limit, so 
as to increase the seeming wealth; and the high prices paid the 
laborer deceived him also with the general delusion. But the real 
value of wealth must some time be appreciated, and the pay-day of 
credit will some time come; and thus, when the soldiers returned, no 
longer ae the supplies which the necessities and the wastes of 
war demanded, and began to produce for themselves and their fam- 
ilies, and the distance between an inflated currency, by which all 
values had been estimated, and the real value of money and property 
began to decrease, together with the great losses in the destruction 
re pag aged bria in the cities of Chicago and Boston, it became 

i t for debtors, who were the pe ers, manufacturers, and 
merchants, to meet the obligations they had assumed, and the fail- 
ures commenced; productions were not needed in such large meas- 
ure; manufactogies stopped; workmen were disch: not because 
there was not money enough, but because the waste of war had 
ceased and the consumer an ee had begun to produce and to 
save, and an inflated currency and an assumed fancied wealth in 
being estimated at its real value reduced the means of the debtor 
while his liabilities remained the same. 

The exigencies of war placed us in this false position by creating 
demands. and inflating values which are unnatnral and cannot be 
maintained in times of , and we must necessarily sustain the 
losses and trials incident to the transition state; but the sooner we get 
to asolid basis of real values, measured by a uniform standard of cur- 
rency which the commercial world recognizes, the easier and safer 
will it be for us all. 

There can be no healthy business with a constant fluctuation in 
currency values, as all business transactions will be conducted on 
the most limited scale; for men cannot judge of the value of goods 
to-day with the fluctuating value of money thirty, sixty, or ninety 
days in the future when the pay-day shall come. mething must be 
stable in order that the business man may have a guide for his judg- 
ment in estimating values. Without this there can be no perma- 
nently healthy trade, because the constant fiuctnation in prices, both 
of goods and currency, destroys all confidence; and this contidence 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


can only be restored by making all peper money and all promises to 
pay by the Government convertible into that which is universall 
recognized as a standard value. Coin is needed but in small quanti- 
ties as a circulating medium, and would be used but little in ordi- 
nary business transactions if paper can be made stable by being con- 
vertible with it. : 

An irredeemable paper currency, that can be made by legislation 
and the printing-press, like our greenbacks, though made a legal 
tender and introconvertible with bonds that may be made in the 
same manner, it seems to me, would be a very dangerous experiment 
and a constant temptation to jobbers of all kinds to prey upon the 
Government, and for legislators to be induced to listen approvingly 
to their importunities for money, even for the wildest speculations, 
when it could be made so easy, and thus swell the national indebted- 
ness till the credit of the Government should wane and general bank- 
ruptey and repudiation follow. 

ur present banking system is unquestionably the best, safest, and 

most convenient for the people of any that we have ever had, and 
perhaps with free banking, as now authorized, and some few modifi- 
cations, such as the removal of unjust taxes and the resumption of 
specie payments, it will be as perfect as banking can be made, the 
paper being of equal value throughout the Union and no ibility 
of a bill-holder losing, even though the bank itself should become 


bankrupt. 

And in addition to what has been so clearly shown by the honorable 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. HUNTER, ] that the national-bank cir- 
culation ischeaper to the Governmentand the people than greenbacks, 
in saving the expense of printing and engraving without receiving 
any income from taxation, is the fact that if the Government issues 
all the circulation it would have to keep an amount of coin on hand 
for redeeming its currency in any emergency which might arise, equal 
to that which would be required of all the national banks of the 
country if the circulation was theirs, and the interest on such dead 
capital, which the Government would lose, would be equal to the 
interest which it pays on the bonds it holds for the emption of 
national-bank circulation, even without deducting the taxes which 
it now receives from them. 

It is indeed strange that this House, after making a silver dollar 
which is worth only ninety-two cents as compared with gold a legal 
tender for all amounts, should be voting to re the resumption act 
and against the redemption of greenbacks, which are worth ninety- 
seven cents of gold. Can there be great danger in promising to redeem 
ninety-seven cents with ninety-two, or that there will be such arush 
of greenbacks for the silver dollars as to fail the Government and the 
sear i giving them 5 per cent. profit on all they are called upon to 

eem 

This is a kind of political economy not laid down in the books, but 
going from its professors in the American Congress may be considered 

y some wise statesmanship, but with practical business men and 
financiers it is simply ridiculous. 

What the country needs and what it must have before confidence 
can be restored and business permanently resume a healthy and pros- 
perous condition is that money of all kinds shall have a standard 
value and be equal to that which is recog@ized by the commercial 
world. This is what has been promised in the most solemn manner 
by the National Government and enacted into law under which con- 
tracts have been made from the time of the law’s approval; and this 
Government is bound by every principle of justice, of right, and of 
honor to be faithful to its promise and redeem its legal-tender notes 
in coin on and after the Ist day of January, 1879. ith this peace, 
honor and prosperity will be ours; without it, disgrace, poverty, and 
financial rain. 

Mr. EAMES. I now yield the residue of my time to the gentleman 


from Michigan, [Mr. HUBBELL. ] 
Mr. HUBBELL. Mr. ss I am in favor of the resumption of | 
specie payments because the has reached a period in which an 


earnest effort is demanded vide for its commerce and general 
business a practicable and permanent monetary system and a uniform 
standard of exchanges. . 

Business everywhere is now affording gratifying indications that 
the severity of the prolonged prostration of our industries is passed. 
The busy hum of the factury is again heard in the great manufact- 
uring centers; the blessings of abundant crops are acknowledged 
throughout the Eastern and Middle States and along the Pacific slope; 
commerce is quickening into activity and the demand abroad for onr 
surplus agricultural products and manufactured commodities is fully 
up to the supply; labor is in greater demand and the handiwork of 
the artificer is more eagerly sought for than it has been for years. 
These evidences of returning prosperity, while they are gratifying 
in themselves, point directly to the necessity for a monetary system 
superior to that of irredeemable paper, to the effects of which the 
depressed condition of business for years past must be 1 ly 
attributed. This feature in our monetary system was adopted je a 
specific pu That object having been accomplighed its day of 
usefulness has passed, and the irredeemable paper dollar will soon 
be no longer a necessity. It has become a serious impediment to 
2 T pre and should be 88 This 17 ha done 
only by a return specie payments, a condition promi the 
Government when the first irredeemable paper do was 8 
and now that the country has returned to peace and is entering once 
more upon a condition of general prosperity, the time has come when 


the Government should fulfill its pledge to the people made at the 


birth of the first member of the very large greenback family, and re- 
newed by act of Congress in March, 1869, where it was declared to 
be the purpose of the Government to make provision at the earliest 
a pa period for the redemption of the United States notes in 
coins. 

Looking wages J > epi — * ee object Con- 
gress again, by act of January 14, 1875, declared the purpose of resump- 
tion Eee payments on January 1, 1879, and to that end, and fá 
execution of the pledge of the act of 1869, provided for the redemption 
of the United States notes in coin; thus contemplating a monetary 
system both sound and convenient for the people, consisting of coin 
and currency, or notes redeemable in coin at the demand of the holder. 
Here we have first the pledge of the Government to redeem, and 
secondly, a day fixed on which to fulfill that pledge. The question 
naturally rises now, after the lapse of thirty-two months since the 
p of the resumption act and within fourteen months of the 
time for its fulfillment, can its conditions be carried out at the time 
specified? In other words, will the Government be prepared to re- 
sume specie payments on the Ist day of January, 18797 

There are three classes in the country who have representation on 
this floor and who claim that resumption on thé day specified is an im- 
possibility. One class is 3 of those who oppose resumption 
on traditional political principles, simply because it is a fundamental 
duty to oppose the policy of the republican pares at oor step and un- 
der all circumstances, without regard to the wisdom of the measure 
under consideration, the necessities of the country, or the suffering 
brought upon the people by their persistent opposition. Another 
class is composed of those who have manifested a persistent opposi- 
tion to resumption and are the soft-money theorists, whose visionary 
ideas lead them to believe that an abundance of inflated paper cur- 
e eee ee; in its character and unstable in its 
value, is the best monetary system that can be devised. Influenced 
by these ideas and T persistent efforts their epoca’ to the least 
informed portion of the great mass of the people, have gained for 
them some followers. And another class is com of those, who, 
while they are believers in a sound currency redeemable in coin, yet 
under a construction which might be given to the resumption clanse 
of the third section of the act of 1875 think they clearly foresee that 
any attempt to force resumption and at the same time retire and cancel 
the 1 tenders, from time to time redeemed, below the limit of 
$300,000,000 fixed in that act, would inevitably bring about such a 
disturbance in the finances as to unsettle business and derange the 
industries of the country. 

They are strong in both branches of Con and are backed by 
the moral support of a vast ey of capitalists, bankers, manufact- 
urers, shippers, merchants, and tba great mass of the better informed 
mechanics and laborers throughout the country. On the other hand, 
the friends of resumption with an interpretation of the resumption 
clause in the third section of the act of January 14, 1875, which would 
require the Secretary of the Treasury to retire and cancel all United 
States notes redeemed under the act when that clause shall become 
operative, are united and determined, yet have not sufficient numeri- 
cal strength to resist the passage of the committee’s bill which re- 
peals all the resumption there is in the act of 1875, and again unset- 
tles the whole question. 

In their daily business transactions the people experience the 
necessity of a return to a hard-money currency—and I mean by this 
a coin and paper currency, each exchangeable for the other at par 
value at all times and for all amonnts—and the public sentiment is 
earnestly in favor of reaching that consummation as provided for in 
the act of January 14, 1875. With the popular voice in its favor, 
withont claiming for myself the gift of superior power to foresee 
the future, or even of possessing the financial experience of some 
others, on the floor of this House, I am impressed with a strong con- 
viction that by affording the Secretary of the Treasury such legisla- 
tion as is contemplated by the amendment in the nature of a sub- 
stitute proposed by me to the bill of the committee, he will be ena- 
2 resume specie payments on and even before the day specified 
in the act. 

In a careful examination of the resumption act of 1875, sugges- 
tions have occurred to my mind which are so closely connected with 
the main object in view, resumption, as to elaim for them the careful 
consideration of this House. They refer mainly to the disposition to 
be made of the legal-tender notes outstanding and to be redeemed or. 
exchanged for coin and returned to the Treasury on and after Jan- 
nary 1, 1879, and to the character of our silver coin and the power it 
shall exercise in the work of redemption and discharge of the public 
debt. But before entering upon this part of my subject, let us ascer- 
tain what has already been accomplished and what steps are now in . 


PROGRESS TOWARD RESUMPTION. 


Tho act of January 14, 1875, entitled “An act to provide for the 
resumption af specie payments,” provides, (section 1:) 

That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required, as rapidly 
as practicable, to cause to be coined at the mints of the United States silver coins 
of the denominations of ten, twenty-five, and fifty cents, of standard value, and to 
issue them in redemption of an equal number and amount of fractional currency 
of similar denominations; or, at his discretion, he may issue such silver coins 
through the mints, the sub-treasuries, public depositories, and post-oflices of the 
United States; and upon such issue he is hereby suthorized and required to redeem 

ual amount of such fractional currency until the whole amount of such frac- 
ti currency outstanding shall be redeemed. | 


In pursuance of these provisions the issue of subsidiary silver coin 
and the redemption of fractional currency were immediately begun, 
and have continued up to the present time. 

Under the authority for the issue of silver coin ted by the act 
of July 22, 1876, the Department, in addition to redeemin 
fractional currency whenever presented for that p , also issu 
silver coin in exchange for legal-tender notes as rapidly as the coin- 
age at the mint would permit. By these arrangements the issue of 
subsidiary silver coin up to November 1, 1877, amounted to $36,651,- 
850.36, of which $27,207,231.36 was for fractional currency, and $9,- 
444,569 for e e F notes. 

The demand and the coinage still continue, though the quantity of 
fractional currency now in circulation is quite limited, and on ac- 
count of its destruction or loss in various ways it is known that the 
amount now outstanding is some $8,000,000 less than the books of 
the Treasury indicate. Excepting in remote sections of the country, 
fractional paper currency has gone almost entirely out of circula- 
tion and silver coin has taken its place. 

So far, therefore, as section 1 of the resumption act is concerned, 
its requirements are nearly fulfilled. The provisions of section 2 
have been fully carried ont. That section requires— 

That so much of section 3524 of the Revised Statutes of the United States as 
2 a charge of one-fifth of 1 per cent. for converting standard gold bullion 

to coin is hereby repealed, and hereafter no charge shall be made for service. 

This is intended to intercept a portion of the gold bullion usually 
sent out of the country to be coined, and divert it to our own mints for 
coinage. The wisdom of this measure has already been shown by 
the fact that from an early period after the date of the act the Amer- 
ican mints have been running to the full extent of their capacity. 

The report of the Director of the Mint, Dr. H. R. Linderman, shows 
the following results as the operations of the mints and assay-oflices 


for the year ended June 30, 1876: 

DEPOSITS AND PURCHASES. 
e e . NE $57, 480, 270 50 
Silver deposits and purchases......-.......--..---+-+s-+-++-e--4+++ 23, 515, 702 79 


Total amount received and operated upon 85, 995, 973 29 


Deducting redeposits, (bars made and issued by one institution and deposited at 
sustiier.) the dayeaita wore: y 
943, 285 42 


Total . ecence —— — —— 66, 517, 837 23 
i Value. 
i cose ne nomena nscadspovncecneneoanssesass 1,949,468 $38, 178, 962 50 
Silver, (trade-dollars) . . --- 6,132,050 6,132,050 00 
Silver, (subsidiary coin) . 64,104,950 12, 994, 452 50 
Ai EERE S 14, 915, 000 260, 
%% c TE 87,101,468 57, 565, 815 00 


Mint at Philadelphia 
Mint at San Francisco 
Carson 


in 
Mint at Denver 
Assay office at New Tork 
Assay office at Boisé 


Compared with the previous year, there was an increase of #14, 327, 686 in the 
amount of gold operated upon, $10, 211, 296.72 in the amount of silver operated upon, 
$4, 624, 997.50 in gold coinage, and $9, 056. 134.50 in silver coinage. 


The expenses of the mints and assay offices for the year were $1, 495, 815 59 


aoe earnings 2 Sere pea be a ä 
iorage or gain by coinage of subsidiary silver * 
Seigniorage on sete} ..... ens 


seigniorage 2, 392, 426 45 
While our coinage of gold during the year was $38,178,962.50, that 
of England during the same year amounted to only £258,120, equal 


Total earnings and 


to $1,256,140.93. Our 3 of silver amounted to 819,386, 852.50, 
while that of England was only £597,540 178. Id., equal to$2,907,932.56. 

The United States mints are being increased in number and en- 
larged in ape with the view of securing a still larger coinage 
annually. The other provisions of the resumption act are contained 
in section 3, which is as follows: 

Sec. 3. That section 5177 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, limiting 
the aggregate amount of ting notes of national-banking associations, be, 
and is hereby, repealed ; and each existing 7 association may increase its 
circulating notes in accordance with existing law without respect to said aggre- 
gate limit; and new banking associations 1 in accordance with 
existing law without repen to said 2 — imit; and the provisions of law for 
the withdrawal and red bution of -bank currency among tho several 
States and Territories are hereby 
lat ing notes shall be issued 
ital or cire 


repealed. And whenever and so often as ciren- 
to any such banking association, so increasing its cap- 
uluting notes, or so newly organized as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of 


The distribution of the gold and silver bullion deposited and pur- 
chased, including redeposits, was as follows: 


Mint at Philadelphia 
Mint at San Francisco 
Mint at Carson * 


The coinage at the different mints during the fiscal year was as 
follows: 


Mint at Philadelphia : 
told coinage . + 22-0 seneneneenesseneee $8, 260, 937 50 
leit omy ap taker Pastas i TETEA 43 
PPP 260, 350 00 
„„er 15, 121, 790 00 
Upset = bet auekad bash ber caneeenacsaeue 27, 036, 500 00 
4, 523, 000 00 
4, 430, 000 00 
tere — l 
35, 989, 500 00 
2, 881, 525 00 
1, 329, 000 00 
2, 244, 000 07 
6, 454, 525 00 
57, 565, 815 00 


the serif of the Treasury to redeem legg}-tender United States notes in excess 


only of 000,000, to the amount of 80 per cent. of the sum of national-bank 
notes so issued to any such banking association as aforesaid, and to con- 
tinue such redemption as such 1 are issued until there shall be 
outs the sum of 800,000. 000 of legal- tender United States notes, and 
no more. (And on and after the ist day of January, A. D. 1879, the Secre 
of the Treasury shall redeem in coin the United States legal-tender notes then 
outstanding, on their presentation for redemption at the othce of the assistant 
treasurer of the United States in Re tee a York, in sums of not less than 
#50.) And to enable the Sec of the Treasury to prepare nd provide for 
the redemption in this act authorized or required, he is authorized to use any sur- 
plus revenues, from time to time, in the ee ee Sage otherwise ap riated, aud 
to issue, sell, and dispose of at not less than par, coin, either of the descriptions 
of bonds of the United States described in act of Congress Ki tiegi July 14, 
ebt,” with like 
to carry this act into 
And all 
w 


Whetherthe redemption of legal-tendernotes will go pun to 882,000,000 
by the Ist of January, 1879, leaving the net 8300, 000,000 to be re- 
deemed on and after that day, it is difficult yet to predict. The de- 
mand for national-bank notes is now on the increase, and will con- 
tinue sounder the demand growing out of the revival of our industries. 
At all events, the balance of the $82,000,000 of legal-tender notes re- 


1877, 


8 will not be large, and it will be perfectly safe to accept the 
8300,00, 000 as being about the amount to be provided for by redemp- 
tion on and after January 1, 1879. 

Here the important inquiry presents itself: What proportion of this 
amount will probably be presented for redemption on the Ist day 
of January, 1879, or soon thereafter ? 

The third section of the act of January 14, 1875, authorizes the 
Secretary of the Treasury to sell United States bonds to obtain the 
needful coin to the extent necessary to redeem the $300,000,000, and 
thus carry this part of the act into effect; but as the n amount 
of coin SeT on a given day is determined only at the option of 
the holders of the notes to be redeemed, the amount to be provided 
for ia necessarily uncertain; and as it will depong ppan events, or a 
condition of things over which the Secretary little or no control, 
it will be impossible for him to determine the extent of the demand. 
The Secretary, in his last annual report to Congress, says that he 
is authorized, if in his judgment deemed necessary to carry the act 
into effect, “to accumulate an amount of gold equal to the entire 
amount of legal-tenders ontstanding on that day; but this, if it were 
not morally impossible, would be so inexpedient, asa financial meas- 
ure, that it is not to be presumed to have been contemplated by Con- 

and so not incumbent on the Secretary.” (Report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for 1876, page 16 ) 

There is now, as the result of ordinary causes, over 8128, 000, 000 in 

ld, including $33,543,200 in coin certificates, accumulated in the 
5 and the amount is steadily increasing. 

This in connection with the fact that our exports for the twelve 
months ending 8 30, were | r than ever before $667,403- 
577 and over $199,000,000 ($199,271,799) in excess of our imports— 
thus checking the export of coin and diverting it back in large 

uantities to this country—should go far to assure the public mind 
that at the appointed time, with such reasonable legislative aid as 
may be given by Congress, the Secre of the Treasury will be 
enabled to resume specie payments on after the Ist day of Jan- 
uary, 1879, without resorting to an extensive sale of bonds or to an 
other extraordinary means to obtain coin to meet the demand, whic 
in its extent will be equal only to a moiety of the legal-tender notes 
then outstanding. 

At the present time the premium on gold is only 2} per cent. For 
all practicable business transactions, except for export, the legal-ten- 
ders are now at par with gold, and ere the day for redemption as 
83 by law arrives the paper dollar will, it is reasonable to be- 

eve, be absolutely at par with the coin dollar aud so be accepted in 
all our home-financial transactions, provided the commercial, manu- 
facturing, and business interests of the country can be secured against 
any sudden financial disturbances. This fact, in connection with an 
annual export of the products of $200,000,000 in excess of our imports, 
and in view of the further important fact that we have e e a 
period in our national career where we must become an export nation, 
preclades the probability of any extraordinary demand in January, 
1879, for gold for business pu: if a proper construction shall be 
given to the resumption act. There is therefore, with such construc- 
tion, every indication that against all the opposition that can be 
brought to bear to 8 the resumption of specie payments, the 
redemption of the United States notes, as fast as they are presented 
in sums of $50 and upwards, will go into operation on the day named 
in the act. 

WHAT DISPOSITION SHALL BE MADE OF THE $300,000,000 LEGAL-TENDERS WHEN 

REDEEMED. 


The act of January 14, 1875, is not so explicit as it might be on 
the disposition to be made of the $300,000000 of legal-tender notes 
as they are returned from time to time to the Treasury by redemp- 
tion in coin at their par value. Is it the intention or meaning of the 
act that they shall be permanently retired, or is their re-issue for 
coin, or in payment of demands against the Government when called 
for, contemplated? The Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual re- 
port to Congress, for 1876, on page 76 says that by the act of 1875— 

The policy of speedy resumption of specie payments is not only declared, but a 
monetary system for the United States is clea:ly indicated, with provisions for 
the redemption of Seen eer current as money, and the issue in lieu 


thereof of national-bank notes, redeemable in coin at the option of the holder, and 
a return by that method to the metallic standard of the Constitution. 

Does the Secretary (Morrill) mean that national-bank notes may 
be issued for the $300,000,000 of retired legal-tenders? His language 
indicates this. Public opinion is divided as to the intent of the act. 

I know, sir, that at this day different constructions are given to 
the resumption clause of the act of January 14, 1875, than were 
given when that act was passed; I also know that, if at the time 
of the passage of that act it had been asserted and acquiesced in 
that when resumption should take place under that act any of the 
United States notes below the $300,000,000 named therein as the limit 
to their volume were to be canceled and retired when redeemed and 
returned to the Treasury, we should not now be discussing its repeal; 
the bill, sir, would never have been enacted intoa law. But aside 
from this, so far as I have been able to ascertain—and I have con- 
versed with a number of clear-headed capitalists, together 
with some of the ablest financiers, who believe that the interests of 
our larger and smaller industries will be best subserved (whether 
such was the intent of the resumption act or not) by retaining the 


$300,000,000 when redeemed, to be re-issued or paid ont by the Gov- 
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ernment when required, peg er at all times with coin at par 
value, and made a legal-tender in the payment of all dues and in all 
transactions not otherwise provided for by statute or specified by 
contract—this is precisely the object sought to be accomplished by 
my amendment. It is as follows: 


That so much of section 3 of an act to ares for resumption 8 pay- 
ments, approved January 14, 1875, as provides for the redemption in by the 
United States, of all legal-tender notes outstanding on the Ist day of J. a 
embraced in the clause of said section of said act in the apt og. siare ing. to 
wit: And on and after the ist day of January, A. D. 1879. tary of the 
‘Treasury shall redeem in coin the United States legal-tender notes then outstand- 
ing, on their presentation for redemption at the office of the assistant treasurer of 
the United States in the city of New York, in sums of not less than $50,” shall be 
so construed as not to authorize or require the Secereli of the Treasury to retire 
and cancel said notes, redeemed as aforesaid, but to authorize and require said Sec- 
retary to deposit said notes in the Treasury of the United States; whereupon said 
notes shall be re-issued at par value, in payment of all claims and demands against 
the United States or in exchange fur coin; and said notes are hereby made a legal 
tender, and receivable, at their face value, (in payment of duties on imports or 
other duties of the Government, and for all debts,) except where coin payment is 
stipulated by contract or statute ; and all provisions of law in conflict with this act 
are hereby repealed. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, let the friends of honest money, of a paper eur- 
rency always redeemable in coin at its par value, at the pleasure of 
the holder, sustain this amendment, and we are at resumption at 
once. 

Our United States notes will be at par with coin, and there will 
always be at command $300,000,000 of them to be used in 8 
financial disturbances always threatening a commercial people, an 
to constautly perform all the functions of a sound currency in their 
business pursaits. 

Adopt this and we shall give the people a sound currency ex- 
panded by the introduction of coin and always susceptible of being 
enlarged or increased in volume to meet the requirements of business, 
through a free-banking system provided for in the third section of 
the act which my amendment proposes to construe. 

Adopt it, and it not only will insure resumption, but draw from the 
ranks of the greenback party, so called, its entire conservative ele- 
ment, consisting of men engaged in every pursuit, who want honest 
money, but are driven away from you by the fear that when resump- 
tion takes place it will be followed by a contraction which will im- 
peri their legitimate ventures and bring with it prostration and 

istress. 

It will also be observed that my amendment proposes, when re- 
sumption takes place, to make United States notes receivable for 
duties on imports. 

Well, why should they not be so received? When the Government 
is ready to exchange them for coin, which now, under provisions of 
law, is receivable for duties, why should it longer discredit its paper, 
unless it be to gratify a mero sentiment and to hear the jingle of the 
precious metal. 

With our notes at par the result would be practically the same were 
this clause not in the bill, only that, with it in,a par value is always 
maintained, while practically the only use we would-have for coin 
would be to pay interest on our public debt, which our balance of 
trade already furnishes. 

We have already passed an act remonetizing silver, and is there 
any valid reason why, in reaching resumption, we should not bring 
silver to our aid? While I fear that the act just passed, remonetiz- 
ing silver, does not wholly remedy the evils created by acts demon- 
etizing it, especially its depreciation; and while I also fear that in 
value or fineness the silver dollar will, by reason of its unrestricted 
issue under the new bill, if it becomes a law, be below the gold 
standard and cause gold to go out of circulation ; and while I intend 
at some future time, if I can obtain the floor, to call the attention of 
the House and the country to this subject, embracing its free coinage 
and the plan of coin and bullion certificates contemplated in that bill, 
yet I voted for the bill, under a suspension of the rules, not because 
it embraced my own views, for I am frank to admit that it does noh 
but because I felt very keenly that the people of this country h 
been unfairly dealt with by the passage of the acts demonetizing silver, 

Sir, we have placed upon the shoulders of the people a weight of 
obligations for the payment of money as great as they can bear, and 
it is our pride to-day that they have as yet shown no real disposition 
to shrink from the burden. If they meet these liabilities accordin 
to the terms of the contract under which they were incurred they wi 
place this Government in the front rank of nations. Until within a 
short time our forty millions of people never dreamed that silver was 
not a part of our currency and the silver dollar a legal tender. The 
discovery that it is not has aroused a feeling of insult and indigna- 
tion which the law-making power will do well to heed. They now 
demand, that it shall in some way resume its old place as a part of 
our coin circulation. For one I shall do nothing to resist this demand, 
and their creditors will,in my jadgment, consult their best interests 
by acceding it. 

With all due deference to the judgment of those who in the debate 
on this subject claim that Congress could not legally authorize the 
re-issue of the $300, 000,000, or any portion thereof, I hold, that if in 
the jadgment of Co the re-issue of these legal tenders iu their 
83 form, or in the form of a new Government note showing on its 

that it is a legal tender to the extent provided for iu my amend- 
ment, is required to meet the exigencies of the public interest, Con- 
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gress is empowered, under the Constitution, and under section 3579 
of the Revised Statutes, to re-issue them. 

Let us examine that section. It was passed in 1863 and re-enacted 
at the last session of Congress in the Revised Statutes, and is as 
follows, namely: 


When any United States notes are returned to the Treasury they may be re-issued 
from time to time as the exigencies of the public interests may require. 


This was the law when the decision in the legal-tender case was 
made, and the language 8 full, and explicit, If it was intended 
to limit this re-issue to such notes as were returned to the Treasury 
in the collection of taxes or other dues, would it not have required 


the use of a clause like this, “ except when exchanged for coin at their 


par value?” 
Again, section 3580 provides as follows, namely : 
When any United States notes returned to the are so mutilated or other- 


wise injured as to be unfit for use, the Secretary of the is authorized to 
replace the same with others of the same character and amonnts. 


This section was also in force, when the decision in the legal-tender 
case, cited the other day, was given, and the same general language 
is used as in the section first referred to. 

It makes no difference whether a note is exchanged for damaged 
munitions of war, for a claim or just demand for taxes, for a legal 
penalty enforced, or for coin; it is returned to the Treasury in either 
case and may be re-issued under the provisions of sections 3579 and 
3580 of the Revised Statutes. 

The main point of inquiry is whether the re-issue of the $300,000,000, 
or any portion of that amount, is required by “ the exi ies of the 

ublic interests,” and that question once settled in the affirmative 
yy Congress, who, as the law-making power, is the sole judge in the 
premises, there is no power on earth to question it. 

And I but follow the doctrine laid down in the legal-tender case, 
when I assert that under this decision, Congress alone has the power 
to determine when it will cease either to re-issue these United States 
notes or take away their legal-tender character, and that within the 
limit of the $300,000,000, at least, it may either enlarge or curtail their 
sai 22: except in cases where they are excluded by contract or statute. 

ut for the sake of ent admit that, following ont the doc- 
trine of the legal-tender decision as laid down by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. GARDNER, ] the Supreme Court should decide that it was 
unconstitutional to re-issue United States notes, which had been re- 
deemed at par, and make them a -tender, that would only revoke 
their legal-tender character at the farthest. It would not make the 
notes so issued void nor prevent the Government from paying them. 

Then we should be at specie payments; resumption will have taken 
place. Now, the Government does not pretend to pay them; then, it 
would pay them, or, in other words, exchange them for coin. Or if 
they were at it might re-issue them, thus keeping them in circu- 
lation. Would we be any worse off than we are now, or would we 
be better off? It would indeed bea rare spectacle in our judicial 
history if our Supreme Court should reach such a conclusion in the 
face of the patent fact that the Government stood ready at all times 
‘to exchange coin for these identical notes. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, I beg to say that I have no sympathy 
with the extremists who have arrayed themselves at either end of 
this financial question ; neither with that class of men who now claim 
gold to be the true standard and the only circulating medium, the 
only money to be ized, and who, if gold became too plenty, 
would insist that diamonds or some other more valuable article should 
be made the measure of values; nor with that other class of people 
who believe that an unlimited issue of irredeemable paper money will 
cure all the ills that flesh is heir to, and that, when new ills come 
upon us, their cure is in another issue of the same kind of trash. Nor 
do I expect that aught I can say will be heeded by them. 

But, sir, I am in full sympathy and accord with that large mass 
of our people who occupy the middle ground and are in favor of a 
sound and honest currency which will enable them to carry on their 
business, meet their RYT ST and furnish remunerative employ- 
ment fox labor. It is in f of this class that I have spoken to-day; 
and if I have spoken unwisely, while their good common sense and 
sound practical judgment may pronounce against me, yet their sense 
of 3 will not allow them to altogether condemn me for attempt- 
ing honestly to serve their interests. 

. KELLEY. Mr. S er, I ask gentlemen to bear with me while 
I make what, in theological parlance, would be called a doctrinal dis- 
course, aud to presume that in the course of it I may answer ques- 
tions which may occur to them as I proceed. 

I do not say that I am unwilling to be interrupted; but I hope 
gentlemen will not interrupt me unless they may have some speciti¢ 
misstatement to correct or question pertinent to the point I ma 
then have under consideration. My is unwritten, and suc 
interruptions might, as I once heard a nergy een gentleman say 
when uttering an impromptu speech which been carefully pre- 
pared and committed to memory, disturb the concatenation of i 

I propose, sir, to continue an argument which I first began on this 
floor on the 3d of January, 1867, nearly eleven years ago, when point- 
ing out the inevitable results of an attempt to resume specie pay- 
ments by 8 a volume of currency that was, in the main, 
legitimately and profitably employed. In doing so I drew, as you 
will perceive, a fair picture of the course of financial events during 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


NOVEMBER 15, 


5 5 period and of the present condition of our country. 
said: 


The t, if attempted as a means of h 
Sitter mt a ra ona "Sy ileal E de 
Jority of the business 


t; men of eration, frugal -peoplo 
of the country of the small but hard-earned sums they have deposited in savings- 
banksor invested in 5 securities. It will mak: 


POTOPIE te Ser en orn a ee aei Sin De 
of wages, nal effect w. a more 
suspension of specie payments. * 

In 1872 and 1873 the rates of interest were at the maximum and 
the market for labor and the rates of wages be to decline. 

The course of administration and legislation from the time at 
which I spoke has been steadily in the tion ra which I so 
earnestly protested, and I do not wonder that it been so, for 
when the blind lead the blind both are liable to go into a ditch. I 
have before me a paper fresh from the pen of the man who inaugu- 
rated and has steadily championed the policy of resumption by con- 
traction, who, having been the president of a! bank in Indiana, 
was, in deference to his experience as a banker, brought to this 
city to act as Comptroller of the Currency, who was transferred from 
that position to the Secretaryship of the ury, and has since been 
known as the head of a great American banking-house in London, 
and who exhibits in this paper such ignorance of the very elements 
of the question at issue as relieves me from astonishment that the 
country, under his guidance, should have gone from prosperity to 
bankruptcy. The remarks to which I have invited the attention of 
the House were made in response to the announcement of Hugh Mc- 
Culloch, as Secretary of the Treasury, that by the process of con- 
traction we should have resumed specie payments before the maturity 
of the compound interest and 7.30 cea bet in other words, in two 
years from the date of his manifesto. t me, Mr. Speaker, invite 
the attention of pans to this man’s latest utteran in order 
to show how by following the lead of such a teacher they have lost 
sight of the real questions at issue and are laboring in a fantastic 
way upon the su of the main subject. The opening paragraph 
of this paper indicates an ignorance discreditable to the country 
whose Secretary of the Treasury and Comptroller of the Currency its 
author has been, or, sir, a mendacity which invokes all the opprob- 
rious epithets which have been hurled by gentlemen at each other 
from the Clerk’s desk and elsewhere across this House, Listen to it. 
I read from the North American Review for November and Decem- 
ber, the leading paper of which is by Hugh McCulloch, and the first 


paragraph reads thus: 

All the great financial troubles which have occurred in the United States have 
been the result of the plethora of paper money, and the crisis has always been 
reached when its volume was the largest. 

Sir, when had we paper money prior to the issue of the nback? 
Never, Andif the statements in that paragraph be not false, it must 


be true that the shadow of the coming greenback of 1862 produced a 
plethora in 1857, in 1842, in 1837, and way back to 1821, when the title 
to some of the best properties in Philadelphia passed on no other con- 
sideration than the ground rent, which was the price originally agreed 
to be pae for the unimproved ground. Is this man of such e: ed 
experience incapable of perceiving the broadest distinctions, or does 
he mendaciously seek to ile his countrymen into indifference to 
the contrast which inhereg between money—that which pays all debts, 
which is a legal-tender—and bank-notes—which are private debts, 
mere promises to pay monay: He speaks of private or corporate credit 
as money. It cannot be that one who has presided over a bank, been 
the Comptroller of our Currency and Secretary of the Treasury, does 
not know the difference between money, which liquidates debt, and 
debt, which is to be liquidated in money. 

And— 

Adds he— 
the crisis has always been reached when its volume was the largest. 


Now, let me make a truthful paragraph of this one. To be truth- 
ful it should read thus: All the great financial troubles which have 
occurred in the United States have been the result of a plethora of 
bank-notes, or pror ises to-pay money ; and the crisis has always 
been reached when the volume of such promises was largest and the 
mey held -by those who issued them with which to redeem them 
was least. 

Let me now proceed to examine Mr. McCulloch’s second paragraph. 
It reads thus: 

Up to the passage of the -tender acts the protection against continued over- 
incuba existed in the 3 States over Their banking institutions and in 
the force of publie sentiment. 


Did the Ex-Secretary of the Treasury believe that the States had 
the constitutional right or had ever exercised the power “to coin 
money and regulate the value thereof,” or td“ make anything but 
ps a silver coin a tender in payment of debts ;” and that they 

elega 


ted these high prerogatives to banks of their own creation ? 
Or did he know that such unwarranted assertions were calcalated to 
befog the judgment of his confiding followers on this vital question? 


1877. 
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In most if not all of the States— 
He continues— 


banks forfeited their charters by suspension, and their suspension was tolerated 
for such a period only as was necessary to enable them to resume without too 
severe pressure upon their debtors and too great disturbance of their business. 


What was the s sion of which Mr. McCulloch speaks? It was 
the suspension of the payment of money on demand in accordance 
with the promise frp on their notes. When they had mflated 
not the money but the currency, until the community thus tempted 
into speculation was at their mercy, and they did in combination 
what had any one of them done alene would have been an act of 
bankruptey—suspended the payment of money on their promises. 

Mr. McCalloch tells us that after due time the banks would re- 
sume. The truth is that after their notes had been issued without the 
restraint imposed by the fear of being called upon to redeem them and 
after this sufficient volume of irredeemable currency had quickened 
production and enabled the people to earn money enough for the pur- 
poe and bring it into the country, they would resume. What did 

ey resume! Why they resamed the payment of money for their 
notes promising such payment at all times on demand. 

But, as if to cap the climax of his absurdities, our logical and ex- 
perienced financier adds: 

The suspension of the banks put a check at once upon credit and an end to over- 
trading and speculation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is impossible that he who had been president of a 
leading bank can have believed this assertion; because, and I appeal 
to the experience of every business man on this floor as to the correct- 
ness of my allegation, when the banks saw difficulties threatening to 
overwhelm them, they set about contracting their loans, called in 
payments from their debtors, refused discounts, and crippled busi- 
ness 2 in the vain hope of saving themselves from the fate 
they had invited by the undue expansion of their circulation. Sus- 
pension relieved them from liability to be called upon to pay their 
notes and they issued irredeemable paper ad libitum; and, as I have 
already intimated, that paper, the irredeemable promises of private 

rations though it was, was accepted as a medium of exchange, 
an ve life to enterprise, quickened industries, and enabled the 
people to earn the money by which the banks could ultimately resume 
the payment of money. Now, sir, I take leave of this branch of the 
subject with the remark that for ignorance and mendacity there are 
1 Fiete in the English language no two successive paragraphs 
of like brevity from the pen of any man of national reputation which 
equal these from the pen of alate Secretary of the ary of the 
United States. 

I have made these remarks not for the pr of criticising Mr. 
McCulloch, but in order to reach a good stand-point from which to 
present the difficulties that lie in the path to resumption. The con- 
fusion of mind, if in his case it be confusion, that afflicts Mr. MeCul- 
loch, seems to have extended to many of the gentlemen on this floor. 
I desire to say that in the progress of this grave discussion I shall 
bandy no epithets, I have convictions upon the functions of money 
and those of credit which I Mave carried for more than forty years of 
manhood, which I have tested by the phenomena that have marked 
each of the 5 5 N recurring financial crises in my own country 
and of those which have occurred elsewhere when Í could get the 
details of the current history, and in which I am more confirmed with 
each passing year. Yet I can understand that gentlemen may differ 
from me honestly and fairly without proving themselves to be gamb- 
rend Dyer pes swindlers, or wanting in appreciation of and devotion 
tothe honor of their country. And I shall continue to believe that 
each gentleman who speaks on this floor utters the convictions of an 
honest man and a patriot. 

The question before the American ple to-day is not between gold 
and the inconvertible paper of the Government, which by its legal- 
tender character is money, It is between paper. money and bank 
credits, which, in the absence of a sufficient supply of metallic money 
with which to convert them, will continue to be irredeemable. Ihave 
conversed confidentially with many bankers, and have not found one 
of them, when speaking thus confidentially, who did not admit that 
though the Treasury may resume specie payments on the Ist of Jan- 
oy; 1879, it cannot maintain them a week. The inadequate supply 
of bullion on which it may rèsume will, some of them have said, 
be exhausted on that day by the holders of certificates of deposit 
and banks which will have sent forward large amounts of notes 
for redemption, and the gold having thus been transferred to the 
banks and the Treasury having again N peng the time will have 
arrived for a renewal of profits on sales of gold by those banks that 
may have happened to present their demands in time. What the 
effect of a new suspension by the Government would be on the price 
of gold, none cau predict, as no one is able to predict the duration of 
the suspension. 

Upon what demands do we propose to resume gold payments? Over 
$300,000,000 of greenbacks; over $300,000,000 of bank-notes. I have 
here (to continue the list) Mr. S. Dana Horton’s work on Silver and 
Gold, in which I find some things from which to dissent and much to 
commend; but the facts embodied in which have been most carefully 
compiled. It gives on page 44 the debt statement for September, 
1876, when the national debt was $2,203,902,645. The Ralea amount 
of outstanding State securities is given as about $385,000,000, of city 
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securities $543,000,000, of railroad and canal bonds about $2,170,000,000, 
Gentlemen may say “ Why, the passage of this act does not mature 
those obligations!” No, gentlemen, it does not; and I do not pretend 
to assume that the conversion of all, or even of a considerable per- 
centage of them will be sought; but when you remember that all 
those securities are marketable in our market, it matures all of them 
that may be held by foreigners who can send them home, have them 
sold, and draw for the proceeds in gold. It puts our Government 
in the attitude of holding itself up as the reservoir of gold from which 
all its creditors and those of our people (and they are to be found 
in every civilized nation) may draw for gold when they need or 
desire it. The act does make payable in gold the deposits in our 
national, State, private, and savings banks, which amount to thou- 
sands of millions. It puts upon the gold-paying basis all book- 
accounts, promissory notes, and mortgage and judgment debts, It 
piles up such an amount of debt as no nation has ever undertaken to 
pay in money based on a single metal. Aud with what do 518 pro- 
pose to pay it? Gold, I know. What gold have you! hy five 
resolutions, ingeniously contrived to extort information, brought us 
the fact that in July of the . EAE of the last Congress the 
Treasury had of real gold at its absolute disposal $13,000,000; for in 
the amount of gold named by the Treasury in monthly-debt state- 
ments we have bonds retired, but which have not been canceled; 
we have coupons paid, but which have not gone into the account of 
coupons — 505 The major part of the gold reported as in the Treas- 
ury is paper gold, against which parties have claims, or paper which 
e orenian bas paid and not yet found time to carry into account 
and cance 

Where are we to obtain an adequate amount of gold? Who hasit 
to spare? By what means are we to get it? When London, or rather 
England, on a commercial transaction made with the syndicate, owed 
us $21,000,000, while Mr. George S. Boutwell was still Secretary of the 
Treasury, the bank and the business men of England became alarmed 
at the possibility of the withdrawal of so larga an amount of bullion 
from that country; and Seeretary Boutwell, having subsequently be- 
come a Senator from Massachusetts, stated the facta on the tloor of the 
Senate, and showed that the Bankof England interfered and threat- 
ened destruction to American credit if a contract was not made to 
bring the paltry sum of $21,000,000, a little over £4,000,000 sterling, 
home in Government bonds bought in London. And Mr. Boutwell con- 
eiaa his statement with the exclamation, “ We were compelled to 
submit. 

Bat, sir, the United States Government had a judgment awarded it 
by a tribunal more august than any which ever adjudicated the 
claim of a suitor. The high joint commission, representing the two 
most powerful nations of the earth, the sovereignty of England and 
that of the United States, after due deliberation at Geneva, found 
that we were entitled to $15,500,000 in gold. Such was the judgment 
of that august tribunal, What was the sequel? Did we, on settle- 
ment, bring $15,500,000 of metal to replenish our exhausted supply ! 
Oh, no. I speak again upon the authority of him who was then Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, Mr. Boutwell, The government of England 
induced our own State Department to suggest to our Treasury De- 
partment that to bring home that award as the court had adjudged 
it to us, in gold, would produce a financial crisis, and that we should 
8 the same spirit of amity which had submitted to arbi- 
tration the great issues between us, acce n in our own 
bonds. And in we were compelled to submit. 

But later still, sir, within three months the government of Brit- 
ish India advertised in London for a loan of £3,000,000 sterling, 
$15,000,000; and the Economist, the Times, and all the leading 


journals of England announced that the proposed loan was produc- 


ing perturbation in business circles, because if the proceeds were to be 
sent to India in money it might produce a financial crisis. Why pe 
duce a financial crisis? If sent in the money of India, it would be 
silver, which is not money in England. Yes, that fact was recog- 
nized; but it was also remem that Germany needed gold; and 
if that loan was to be sent to India in money Germany, it was said, 
would supply the silver and take in exchange therefor England’s 
gold money to the amount of £3,000,000 sterling, 

Yet gentlemen talk on this floor and elsewhere as flippantly about 
selling $200,000,000 of 4 per cent. bonds for gold an penging she 
proceeds home as though gold were one of the products of the s ops 
of Birmingham or Sheffield which British manufacturers would 
glad to sell. The amount of gold necessary to enable us to maintain 
specie payments is notin the possession, with power to disposo thereof 
to a foreign nation, of any government or people on the face of the 
globe ; and such amounts as can be spared by any of them will not 

permitted to come to a debtor nation whose fds may be sent 
home in settlement of international balances, : 

I have here (for gentlemen may doubt my judgment on the last 

oint) the great financial authority of England, the Economist, of 
October 28, 1877. The editor discusses the balance of trade between 
this country and England; and I am sorry my venerable friend from 
New York, [Mr. TowNsEND,] who yesterday talked so luminously 
about the balance of trade and how it was to bring us money, is not 
here to learn the opinion of so widely acknowledged an authority, 

And so we find— ` 

Says the writer— 
that while the balance of trade is turning less favorablo to the States, the bull- 
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she has to export either goods or specio as interest u the money which she has 
borrowed Ase and for services 


asa mediam for sottling international debts. These 2 
iug now when tho possibility of gold shipments to erica in payment of our 
imports of grain is attracting so much attention. 


Why, of course gentlemen, England will allow the gold to come over 
here for $200,000,000 of 4 per cent. bonds. She will not send over for 
conversion any of our overdue bonds. She will hold them and allow 
you to producea financial convulsion by withdrawing all the bullion the 
Bank of England now holds, which is less than $115,000,000, No! You 
can resort to the exclusive use of irredeemable bank-notes on the 1st 
of January, 1879, but you cannot resume gold payments. 

An engineer, Mr. S er, who, having been employed to remove a 
great structure, should begin by digging away the foundation would 
soon find himself restrained by injunction sued out by his neighbors, 
or being where a court was not accessible physical force would restrain 
him from bringing the superstructure apa the heads of his neigh- 
bors. Yet what do you propose to do with that great and complicated 
structure, the currency, production, and trade of the United States? 
The currency with which exchanges are effected now consists of three 
hundred and odd millions of bank-notes which are not legal-tenders, 
and which are redeemable in $315,000,000 of greenbacks, which are 
legal-tenders and are, therefore, money; money which must be re- 
ceived by State, county, municipal governments in 2 of taxes 
and other — — must be received by the National Govern- 
ment for every obligation save one—duty on imports; which must be 
received by e citizen from the Government in 8 of all 
debts save one—interest on a coin-bearing bond. Your bank-notes 
in the absence of gold, the sufficient accumulation of which is impos- 
sible, are convertible into this money, with which mortgages, judg- 
ments, and every debt may be liquidated, and you propose to remove 
the money which is the foundation and to leave the superstructure 
stand, You pro to maintain a law which decrees that from and 
after the Ist of January, 1879, with a diminishing reserve and an 
increasing volume of notes redeemable by that reserve, to make every 
debtor in the country liable to his private creditor, and the nation 
in its public character liable to all its foreign and domestic creditors 
in gold. The banks, if backs continue to be retired before an 
increasing bank circulation, may, by that date, be unable to redeem 
even in greenbacks. 

Mr. Speaker, I tell gentlemen they are attempting an impossibility. 
The laws of trade cannot be controlled by the wisest and most poten- 
tial government. As well attempt to regulate the laws of gravita- 
tion or refraction as to legislate the flow of gold from creditor to 
debtor nations in au era like the present. The banks understand all 
this. They know that there can be no resumption of specie pay- 
ments, an hope to obtain control of the entire circulation of 
the country. ey are here in their might and power to control our 

ion. They invaded different committee rooms yesterday. 
went, so the newspapers tell ine, to the Executive Chamber 
with three Cabinet ministers as captives in their train. I hope it is 
not true; I do not believe it; Iam unwilling to believe it; I will 
not believe it till it is proven, that forty or fifty men who hold the 
money-bags of our eastern cities may come here and three Cabinet 
ministers abandon their posts of duty and escort them with servility 
to the Executive Chamber, while deaf to the cries of widows, of 
orphans, of men, women, and children pleading for the poor privilege 
of selling theirlabor. I will not believe the slanderous story. - 

Tho banks are not preparing for resumption as they would if they 
believed the law was to be tanid into effect. To prepare for resum 
tion would be to accumulate specie and contract their liabilities. We 
have their statements and we know they are not accumulating specie. 
We have the Treasury statement and we know that they are now in- 
creasing their circulation, and that for every hundred do ’ inerease 
of that circulation, of the su ructure, 880 is taken from the founda- 
tion, from the money in which these notes are to be redeemed. Sir, 
the national banks have failed once without being called upon to pay 
specie. In September, 1873, they could not pay their notes in green- 
backs; they would not pay depositors in their own notes becanse 
those notes called for greenbacks, of which they lacked a supply. 
Having suspended payment of their notes, they gave their depositors 
certificates that they had money on deposit with them, and these 
certificates were hawked and sold at various rates of discount. And 
I tell gentleman that when the Ist of January, 1879, comes, if the 
superstructure continues to sepana and the foundation to contract, 
instead of resumption we will have the suspension by those banks of 
paymentin groen ks from one endoftheċcountry to the other. There 
are natural laws which regulate the relative volume of redeemable 


paper to that of the money with which it may be redeemed, and of 
which we learn something from what occurred in 1857 and in nine 
riods in the interval between 1816 and 1857. This may all be very 
isloyal to the honor of my country; but, sir, I chaim to have as clear 
a sense of that honor as any man, though he own a whole bank. 
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Now, sir, how did the Bank of England pre for resumption ? 
She had four years given to prepare, as we havo had. Theresolutions 
under which she resumed provided that she should sell gold in cer- 
tain quantities during certain months of 1820 at a given rate, above 
£4; that she should sell it during the next year at a given rato, 
above £3; and that on the Ist of May, 1823, she should resume cash 
se dear and she and the local banks went to work to preparo 

or that event, and what was the effect? Sir Archibald Alison says : 


The effect of this extraordinary legislation was soon apparent. The ind of 
celeron TAN BEESON foesar an 
w 5 


Authentic statements of the effects of the 88 for ro- 
me tens by the British banks have been carefully collated by Mr. 
J. W. Shuckers in this small volume, entitled Finance, Panics, and 
Specie Payments, and I quote part of a chapter from it, havin 
compared every extract with the authorities cited, so that I can vouc 
for the accuracy of the quotations: 


Tho French revolu 
thenceforward to the year 1819 the ‘currency 8 was tho overshadowin 
i il at b, in of the latter year, both 
0 „ 


Bank of England should be bound, on any person 
notes not less than of the value or price of sixty ounces, to pay them on demand 


“4. That between the Ist of May, 1821, and the Ist of May iss, the rate of the 
gold bullion should be £3 17s. 1 per ounce. 
“5. above mentioned it might pay in gold bullion at an 
Gd. por ounce ; 1 
19s. 6d. and not less than £3 17s. Iod. upon giving three 
xiving this notice 


“6, These ts were to be made in bars or ingots of the weight of si 
wee tho Daak rigs FT fosis Shin 


é 
2 
! 
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supposed that there was no opposition to tho policy of this 
enactment, for there was, and of a very powerful kind, too. Tho bank ms 
protested a; it, and submitted to tho legislature their views of what the 
the existing commercial and monetary state of tho 

country. They said they could not aor keray yi the measure ono fraught with 


pas k and un ey could not venture to advise an unre- 
enting continuance of pecuniary upon tho commercial world tho conse- 


d 
R 
E 
i 
8 
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y ise 
universal interests of the empire in all the relations of agriculture, ma: Te 
eren. e Bristol join 
in a peti 

of commercial interests and with them of every other interest in the 5 
to collect all possible information upon the subject. Tho petitioners said that in 
their opinion the measure would result in a forced, fri tree kage Maly Ba tot ao 


U 
the friends of the measure, and conspicuously Mr. Peel and 
Mr. Ricardo, (the latter the distinguished political economist,) denied that the 
resumption would bo attended by evil consequences, and Mr. Ricardo declared 
that t “whole ty would be in raising the value of the currency 3 per 
cent. 


WHAT SIR ARCHIRALD ALISON SAYS. 


Tho offects of this extraordi. piece of legislation were soon apparent. The 
industry of the nation was 8 ily sae, e a flowing stream is by the 
severity of an Aretio winter. The alarm as universal aud wide-spread as 
confidence and activity had recently been. The country bankers, who had advanced 
largely on the stocks of goods im refased to continue their support to their 
customers, and they were forced to bring their stocks into the market. Prices, in 
rac gy e fell rapidly; that of cotton, in lar, sank in threo months to 
half its former level. The country bankers’ ion was contracted by no leas 
than five millions sterling, (825.000, 000,) and tho entire circulation of Eugland fell 
from $232,545,000, in 1818, to $174,385,000, in 1820, and in the sucoceding year it sank 
as low as $142,757,000. * ~ * 

Tho effects of this sudden and prodigious contraction of the currency were soon 
8 and they rendered the next three years a of ceaseless distress 
and suffering in the British Islands. The accommodation granted by bankers 
diminished so much, in consequence of the 9 5 laid upon them to pay in 
specio which was not to be got, that tho paper under discount at the Bank of Eng- 
land, which in 1810 had been §115,000,000 and in 1815 not less than 6103, 300,000, 
sank in 1820 to $23,360,000 and in 1821 to $14,610,000! The effect upon prices was 
not less immediato or appalling. They declined in 8 within six months, to 
half their former amount, and remained at that low level for the next threo years. 
Distress was universal in the latter months of 1819, and that distrust and discour- 
agement were felt in all branches of industry which are at once the forerunner 
and the cause of disaster.“ 


WHAT THE BANK AND THE BROKERS DID, 


The Bank of England and the country banks, in order to resume 
and sustain a condition of specio payments, at once began a course 
of vigorous and necessary contraction, reduced their issues in a pe- 
riod of five years by nearly one-half of their whole amount, as the 
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ay ler table from Tooke’s History of Prices, cited by sir A. Alison, 
will show: 7 


The Bank of 8 reduced its private securities from $32,000,000 in 1819 to 


twelve millions in 1821, and this was the average reduction 
bankers, and 
of the coun- 


something more than 
in discounts made by the London discount-houses and the coun 
shows how — and calamitously tho commerce and 
try were overwhelmed by the operation of the contraction. 

THE FALL IN WAGES. 


“Tn all the great stations of tho cotton manufactare, as Manchester, G a 
Paisley, the rate of Aer FOP Oe ee MII Ee Senta tee 
downe's speech, 2 1819. 

“Tt is not surprising that the ministers alluded to the — pervaded 
several branches of manufacturing industry, for, from 3 before Parlia- 
ment, it appeared that wages in the cotton manufacture sunk a half within eight 
months, and in most other trades in the same proportion.” Sir Archibald Alison's 
History of Europe, second serics, chapter 10. 


WHAT MR. BARING SAID. 


“In looking at this question —that is, ie feats eying onk ot the contraction 
of the currency—“it is material to show what is state of the country in this 
tho sixth year of the peace. Petitions are coming in from all quarters remonstrat- 
ing against the state of suffering in which so many classes are involved, and none 
more than the agricultural class. 

“ When such is the state of the country in tho sixth year of peace, and when all 
the idlo stories about ov and underconsumption, and such like trash, 
have been swept away, it is natural to inquire into the state of a country placed in 
a situation out a parallel in any other or time. No country ever before 

as that of living 


presented the continuance of so a under a 
progressive increase in the value of money decreasc in the value of the produc- 
tions of tho je. It appeurs clear that from the i the currency we 


have loaded steer Bie eta gr eee tng but aleo with an increased 
debt between individual and idual, the weight of which continues to press upon 
the country, and to the continuance of which pressure no end can be seen," 
WHAT un. DOUBLEDAY SAYS. 

We have already seen the fall in prices produced by the immense of 
the paper circulation. The distress, ruin, and bankruptcy which now took 
were universal, affecting the great interests both of land and trade; but especially 
among landlords, whose estates wore burdened by mortgages, settlements, legacies, 
and the like, the effects were most marked and out of tho ees See 
hundreds of cases, from the tremendous redaction in the price of which now 
took place, the estates barely sold for as much as would pay off the mortgages, and 
the owners were stripped of all and made beggars.” 

THE EFFECT UPON PRICES. 


The distress was so great and universal that in 1822 a motion was made in the 
House of Commons for a committee to consider the effect of the “ act for resum 


Brides) t Sapa uaea e gentleman who 
the house in 1819 that the vote for resumption mous, 
speech, in the course of which he said: “In the year 1818 the average 
wheat was 84s, per quarter; and if we pae be taken at 47s., is 

reduction on wheat of 37s. which is tos of £45 inevery £100, or 45 per 
cont, The price of iron in the year n that price is 
now £8 soy pa dn, nepgemicarm spac anons ed og dng x The price of cot- 
ton in 1818 was ls., and it sunk to 6d. per pound, which is a fall of 50 per cent. on 
cotton. Wool in the year 1918 gold for 28. Id. which now sells for 1s. Id., and thore 

therefore, in woola fall of nearly 50 percent. The fall that has tak 


aro the staj of commerce, and the a of 
per cont bet bein; — the reduction in a Ehis is — 
ose whe tell us of and an excessive cultivation of 
But I refer also to a table compiled by Mr. Tooke, which contains a 
pal articles of commerce and manufactures, thirty in number, which 
exhibits same fall of 45 per cent. in all the articles except indigo, the prico of 
which has been sustained, as I am informed, by cireumstances of an unexceptional 
kind. Tho fall, therefore, is not peculiar to the products of agriculture, but is 
universal and has embraced every article of industry and every article of com- 


quantity of all commodities has 
One of these 


minis must of necessity have oon for the proportion is 
altered. Are we to believe that changes have suddenly taken in the 
rodactive ers of resources of art, so as to account this sud- 


natare or 
en and universal fallin prices? Is 


„In the midst of this fall of prices, operation in bnsiness could 
without loss or ruin? There has been no form in which the capital of the mer- 
chant, none in which the capital of the man , could be invested without 
tho half of it being sacrificed during this calamitous period. We have been thrown. 
back upon a condiuon of society in which all industry and en rise have been 
rendered pernicious or ruinous; and where no property is pha 2 — hoarded in 
the shape of money or lent to others on a double security.” 

Mr. Speaker, the Bank of England’s loans shrunk from £ 130,000,000 
to £87,000,000, the country bankers’ from £101,000,000 to £ 42,000,000, 
making a total withdrawal of discount of £232,000,000. The bank 
also reduced its private securities from 432, 000, 000 in 1819, the year 
of the passage of the act, to something more than £12,000,000 in 1821. 
Wages fell; the value of land fell; all values, save those of mone 
and of gorerumens securities, fell, and, of course, as other values fell, 
those of money and government securities appreciated; and then, as 
had been foreseen by Sir Robert Peel, who opposed the act which had 
been introduced by his son, Mr. Robert Peel, the plutocracy, which 
now owns England and most of her people, was organized. Rich 


men’s money was so enhanced in value or purchasing power and the 
1 of men of enterprise, and the only property of the laborers, 
skill and the will to labor was so depreci —that the landed prop- 
erty of England has from the hands of one hundred and sixty- 
five thousand holders into the hands of about thirty thousand. 

Are the same results occurring in this country or likely to oceur ? 
Yes, sir; they are consequences as inevitable as the rising of the sun 
in the morning or its going down in the evening. There is an inflexi- 
ble law regulating the ion between prices and the volume of 
money in circulation. It may haye been unwise to use that “ 
enemy of the nation, the greenback,” and thus increase the volume 
of money and enhance prices ; but I remind gentlemen, who say that 
the greenback is an enemy to the country, that they decry their 
country’s savior. 

When I had the . of addressing a few audiences in the State 
of Georgia, where I was kindly received, especially at Macon, I spoke 
on the question of money and said to the confederate officers and sol- 
diers around me, “Your leaders were mistaken in their financial 
theories when they told you that a handkerchief would wipe up all 
the blood that would be shed; they were strict constructionists of 
the Constitution; they believed that the United States could use 
nothing but gold and silver as money, and that as they had none of 
these metals they could not put armies in the field to overwhelm you 
or fleets upon the ocean to blockade your coasts ; they had not stud- 
ied the Constitution to see that the Government has control of the 
question of what shall be money. We discovered that it had, and 
when we could not get gold or silver we made the greenback, and it 
was that that whipped you.” 

“Yes,” said one of them, enthusiastically, “ Judge KELLEY, you are 
right; it was the greenback that whipped us.” And that which 
saved us from being citizens of warring sections; that which has 
brought us together again to wrangle, as of old, over minor questions; 
that which removed slavery and opened the way to conciliation an 
the interchan of duty and affection between the entire people 
must not be branded as “the worst enemy the country ever had 
except slavery” withont at least a passing protest from me as one 
who loves the Union, the whole Union, and believes it now to be in- 
divisible, indestructible, and destined to endure through all time. 
It was the “rag baby” that saved this Union; that enabled you, 
Mr. Speaker, [Mr. Rice, of Ohio, in the chair, ] to go forth at the 
head of your column to lay one of your limbs upon a distant field. 


Ta | Gold, the coward, had fled the country. The “rag baby” stepped 


forward and gave you and your men arms, ammunition, food, med 
ical care, and transportation. It watched over you in the hospital 
and brought back the manly spirit in the mutilated patriot’s form. 

sr ines y aona iame tha. contpmpe thas i boing, ebake aoe it 
war is not deserving of the contemp ing upon it 
while the people by millions ery from their cold bearthsides, from 
their hungry homes, for the privilege of toiling andask us to maintain 
a familiar medium of exchange whereby capital and enterprise may 
pay la bor for its work. Why shall we not heed their prayer? The na- 
tion’s credit will not suffer. That which gavé usa it of twenty- 
seven hundred millions of dollars is certainly enough to sustain the 
two thousand millions we yet owe. You no gold or silver when 
your bonds were first bought by foreigners; they knew that they took 
the bonds payable in lawful money, the interest only being payable 
in eoin of gold or silver; and who will say that when they did this 
while we had a war upon our hands, with the destiny of the nation 
uncertain, knowing that the Government only pinagas the payment 
of its bonds in lawful money with the interest in coin, will they not 
trust us now, if we will aurpe our new machinery at work? 

Mr. 8 Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question 

Mr. KELLEY. “TI ask the Speaker to protect me against all inter- 
og yt LLaughter.] 

be SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman declines to be inter- 


a 

. KELLEY. The t, to say the least, is It is 
to assume a want of confidence on the partof the people of money 
lending nations in the integrity of the American people, which is 
inconsistent with the facts to which I have alluded, aad the large 
amount they then lent us and were willing to lend us. 

Land, as Mr. Shuckors has shown us, sold in England for nominal 
rices during the approach to resumption. I hold in my hand the 
hiladelphia Times of November 5, a conservative paper, which dis- 

sents in the main from my views, but which does believe that a Gov- 
ernment bond interconvertible at all times with money would be a 
safer depository for the people’s earnings than savin have 
shown themselves to be within the last four years, and would there- 
fore allow the Government to receive the people's earnings on deposit 
in exchange for such bonds. It says: 

A great sheriff's sale, the largest ever held in the county, to take place to-day— 
Yes, sir, and, thank God, the largest that ever took place in Penn- 

sylvania— 

To-day, at four o'clock, in the new quarter-sessions court-house, Sheriff Wright 
will under the hammer the largest number of properties of unfortanate dobt- 
ors ever exposed at one sale in this county. There are four hundred and thirty- 
nine writs on the list, embracing in all over fifteen hundred different properties. 
About seventy-five of these are sales to be made on foreclosed m of 
— — us for money advanced mostly on the small homes of the labor- 
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I have heard gentlemen say: “They who have rashly speculated 
A to be wiped out and the currency ought tobe made more 
valuable.” -Sir, the owners of these seventy-five homes have not 
been rash speculators. They characterize my native city which I 
have had the honor so long to represent here. They are working- 

ple; they train their children mainly to mechanical pursuits. 
hey had, with their sons and daughters, learned how much they 
could earn a month and how much, after living comfortably, they 
could set apart as savings. These savings they put into stock in 
building associations. And I say here, as I have often said else- 
where, that the building association is, in normal times, the best sav- 
ings-institution I have ever known and one calculated to make the 
best citizens of poor le. These working-people have gone on 
paying until all the family lost employment or but one or two 
whose earnings were n to support the household. Unable to 
pay their monthly installments, their homes, often paid for within two 
nndred or three hundred dollars, sometimes within 8100, are being 
aisi = to > = cei) F — A pa 11 p seian ton 
a who spoke yesterday. . FELTON ;] the wrecker who stands 

by a0 sees the ship stranded and her erew stru ling in the surgin 
waters, in the hope that the cargo may be picked up and 55 

by him for a nominal price. 

Philadelphia does not suffer alone. Turn to the city of Boston and 
State of Massachusetts. How are values shrinking there? The as- 
sessed valne of the real estate of the thrifty city of Boston shrank 
$54,000,000 in the last year and the assessed value of the al prop- 
erty of her citizens to a ter extent, The value of real 
and personal property in Massachusetts, conservative Massachusetts, 
Massachusetts, that owns here and there a mortgage on a western 
farm that is paying 8 or 10 per cent. interest—the assessed value of 

po a real estate in Massachusetts shrank last year more than 

101,000,000. 

But, gentlemen, the worst has not yet come if this act is to be main- 
tained. And I tell youo—and you may book it to jeer and scoff at me 
fifteen months hence, if it prove not to be a true prediction—the suffer- 
ing we have endured during the three years this law has been in ex- 
istence is like the chill which embellishes while it blasts with feath- 
ered frost the leaves and flowers of the tropical plants that surround 
the homes of our extreme Southern States, com with the Arctie 
cold that builds up the mountainons iceberg-which chills the summer 
atmosphere of our coast as it passes near our shores. 

They got along reasonably well in England for three years. It 
was in the fourth year when the banks must resume, must contract 
loans, must have gold with which to redeem their notes, that there 
came the pressure, and p: ies, three, four, six of them, were sold 
to pay the small mortgage or judgment balance existing against the 
last acquired estate. Petitioners into Parliament praying it 
to give them equitable relief; but it had no po to relieve. But I 
hear a banker say that is not to be so now and here. Sir, havo we not 
felt the pressure for money in other years than 1873, when the demand 
for nbacks broke the banks ? 

[Here the hammer fell.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman has ex- 


I hope the House will allow me a few moments 
more. 
Mr. TURNER. Let the gentleman have an hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The time of the gentleman will be 
extended if there is no objection. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. KELLEY. I thank gentlemen for this courtesy and would be 
glad to go on for an hour, but an unlucky accident that came near 
ruining my spine makes it painful for me to stand and speak. 

The greenback,which then proved so great a restraint upon the 
eupidity of bankers, is to be retired. Iknow that Secretary Sherman 
says thatin his opinion three hundred millions of greenbacks need not 
be retired but can be re-issued after their receipt by the Treasury. I 
have high respect for Secretary Sherman and his opinions; but I am 
unwilling to put the value of every piece of land in the country and 
of every day’s labor at risk on his opinion. I remember that he has 
chan his opinions. I remember that he yed, more eloquently 
than I have ever been able to do, the wrong, the outrage, Congress 
would trate if it attempted to force the resumption of specie 
payments; that he said it would add 25 per cent. to every debt, mort- 
gage, or otherwise, He saw clearly how dishonest the p was. 
Yet ultimately—honestly enough but having meanwhile had new 
light—he changed his opinion and thought it would be a capital 
thing to force resumption. He still holds to that opinion and says 
that it can be done on the appointed day. Although every other 
writer in the North American Bonov differs from him on this point, 
he says it can be cone and should be. 

Again in 1868 he saw the importance, the justice, the right, the 
duty, of making our bonds interconvertible with greenbacks and 
greenbacks interconvertible with bonds. As chairman of the Finance 
Committee of the Senate, he ed elaborately (and took time to 
revise his argument) in favor of the convertible and interconvert- 
ible bend system so ingeniously stigmatized by my friend from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. BALLov.] Secretary Sherman, speaking for himself and 
the Finance Committee of the Senate, then said: 

Now thatthe war is over, that the whole process of funding is intended to be 


voluntary at the discretion of the noteholder, we t promptly to restore this 
right to allow the note to be converted at any time into some kind of bond; and 
we propose, also, to allow the bond to be converted into notes, keeping within the 
limits of notes fixed by law. Then there is nod ion ; the bondholder and 
the noteholder are both public creditors—both d upon the public faith. The 
noteholder may go to the of the United States and demand his bond; 
the bondholder may go also and demand his note. They are put on a basis 
equality. This destroys all speculation in Government securities. Both will then 
stand on the same „ and both will be of equal value. The noteholder may, 
at his draw interest in gold by converting it into bonds ; and the popular 
ery of that we have ded gold for the bondholder and notes for 
the people, be silent. 


He now, however, characterizes the opinions he then entertained 
as a mild form of lunacy. I am afraid that ifwe trust to his opinion, 
when we shall have permitted the Ist of January, 1879, to come 
around and find our tails in the trap, he may undergo another mar- 
velous conversion and think that the $300,000,000 of greenbacks must 
be retired and cannot be re- issued. 

I prefer to let the rights of the American 55 stand on statutes 
and not on the opinion of any Secretary of the ry or other offi- 
cer. To that end let us wipe out this ruinous statute. Let men 
know that they may invest capital with some hope of profit. This 
act stands there, and has stood from the day of its passage, a menace 
to confidence, the steady destroyer of credit. Its adoption was notice 
to all capiat that the volume of money was to be contracted, that 
the banks ought steadily to hoard specie for resumption, and that 
rather than do that they would probably surrender their circulation ; 
that in either event prices must fall, and therefore the best use for 
money was to bury it either in their cellars or in the vaults of a bank. 

Is it any wonder that the venerable gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
TOWNSEND] could say yesterday that there never had been so much 
money to lend? There is no safe use for money when prudent men 
see that that which they produce must be sold on a falling market for 
less than cost. But let me ask upon what can you borrow the money 
which is so abundant? On gold—the thing that is steadily appreci- 
ating at the cost of all industry and all enterprise—on gold or gold- 

bonds. Can you borrow on Pennsylvania er 3 Rai 
stock? Can you borrow on Delaware and Lacka wanna or New Jersey 
Central or any other railroad stock? Can you borrow on farms, fac- 
tories, forges, or furnaces? No. Why? Because under this act their 
value must continue to shrink, and the market for them at any price 
continue to decline, 

I have heard from credible authority that there are moneyed in- 
stitutions in New York which are not only foregoing interest due 
on mort but paying the taxes on the mortgaged property 
rather than take it in at its depreciated value. I know of instances 
of that kind in Philadelphia. I know mortgagors who are beg- 
ging the mortgagee to take the 3 property with what has 

n paid on it in installments and leave them free from the re- 
sulting judgment, which would blast the hopes of their future lives. 
Repeal the act which is producing these terrible results. Permit 
confidence to revive. Allow the millions of working men and women 
who are living in despair to go to work upon our raw materials, 
and supply each others’ wants, while the merchant, who makes 
the exchanges between them, shall levy toll for profit as he did. 
before this madness seized upon us. Imitate the example of France. 
No nation, no individual ever freed itself from debt by idleness. 
Set the miners of Pennsylvania and the other coal producing States 
to work in producing power. Let the coal they mine quicken ma- 
chinery so that one man or woman may produce what one hun- 
dred or seven hundred or a thousand u to produce in the olden 
days. Let them, with the wages they thus earn, pay their debts and 
replenish the Treasury by consuming dutiable and taxable commod- 
ities. 

The internal revenue falls off. Is that the way to provide means 
for paying the public debt? In the normal condition of the country 
the internal revenues increase at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum. 
They were more than $118,000,000 last year; consequently there should 
have been this year an increase of $6,000,000. How does the account 
stand? Four months and a half are gone, and the internal revenues 
thus far in the present year, instead of being nearly $3,000,000 in ex- 
cess of the receipts for the serve parE of last year, are three-quarters of 
a million dollars indeficiency. Why? Because labor is idle; consum 
tion has been contracted by the poverty of the people; capital find 
no use except in advances upon gold or goang bonds, whero 
some exceptional individual thinks he sees the hope of making profit 
or in buying property at sheriff’s sale. 

Whether the resumption of specie payment would be a thing 
or not, I do not stop to discuss, and I express no opinion here upon 
the subject. When my opinion on that question shall be pertinent, I 
will give it. But assuming that specic payment is the most desirable 
thing in the world, other questions arise. How shall resumption be ef- 
fected? Whenshall it be effected ? We have gone at it bull-headed and 
determined to do it whether we can or not,and have thus effectually 
disabled ourselves, deprived ourselves of power, impoverished our 
people, diminished the revenues of the Government, and put our- 
selves in a position that, though the country deserved the 1 
eulogy bestowed upon it by my friend from Iowa, [Mr. Price,] al- 
though the crops have been boy) siamese as described by the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. TOWNSEND] yesterday, although the 

ear, thanks to beneficent Providence, has been not only blessed in 
ts crops but in its seasons and has scarcely brought a wintry day in 
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this region, yet millions of our people in the midst of the abounding 
crops are homeless and hungry. With the a crop of cotton ever 
13 they are naked or in rags. Proud three years ago of their 

omes, in my city, of which I have often boasted, they now—cronch- 
ing as too many of them are, two or more families in a little house 
thank God that December approaches and out-door relief can be 
administered to American citizens by the of the poor, and 
that they may therefore live through the winter without registering 
themselves, their wives, and children as paupers by becoming in- 
mates of an almshouse, i 

Had Franceattempted the terrible experiment we have tried, revolu- 
tion after revolution would have followed in quick succession, until the 
example set by her great statesmen of the past had been accepted and 
followed and until the bank had issued notes enough to enable em- 
ployers to pay wages, The Government of France dare not bring her 

aboring-people to the condition the American Congress has brought 
ours. Read the story of French recuperation after the continental 
revolutions of 1848, and again of the manner in which she paid the 
most unconscionable war fine ever imposed upon a nation, and which, 
but for the wise management of her industry and finance, would have 
bankrupted herirre oxen 

Here are examples worthy of the study of American statesmen. 
They are living illustrations 1 economic laws, and not books 
written by petits-maitres who professorial chairs in colleges, and 
who, having read Adam Smith, Ricardo, or Malthus, begin at once, like 
an apothecary, to compound specifics for sick nations, by putting a 
little in from each bottle and giving the mixture the name of a 
science. Take the life-story of nations. Study the details of the 
history of like eras. Grasp the subject. Remember that Mr. McCul- 
loch, whose lead you are following, has proven that he does not know 
that a promise to pay made by a private corporation or by any power 
other than by a government which has the right and power to declare 
that such promise shall be 1 tender is not money. 

Money may be of one kind or another, but a nation must have 
money; that which will liquidate private credit, that which the 
creditor must receive in full payment from the debtor. 

But, to conclude, the national banks are making no preparation for 
resumption. I may be pointed to some small measure of contraction 
that took place months ago. - I may be told that the lines of discount 
of the New York banks are some fifteen millions less than they were 
a year ago and that deposits are ten or fifteen millions less, But we 
are to deal with more than five thousand millions of dollars of debt. 
We are to provide a reservoir of gold from which every old woman 
in the country who has the ante-war stocking which used to hold 
eagles can fill her stocking again. We are to provide a fund from 
which avay hoarder, from the Atlantic to the Pacific and from the 
northern lakes to the Gulf, sin Saieta gold for hoarding. We are, 
as I said before, to say to every European creditor, We take the risk 
of your markets, we take the risk of all your ible necessities for 
gold; we will resume specie payments and maintain them against the 
world, because we have accumulated in this season of commercial 
inactivity about fifty millions of gold with which to maintain them. 
Let us not assume a potion from which we will be driven ignomin- 
iously by the force of events in the gaze of deriding nations, 

2 MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed, with amendments in 
which the concurrence of the House was requested, a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 908) making ag prog for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other pu 

The m further announced that the Senate had bills 
of the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 


uested : 
bill (S. No. 192) providing for the printing and distribution of 
the Biennial ster; and 

A bill (S. No. 291) to remove the political disabilities of Charles W. 
Field, of King George County, Virginia. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the bill (H. R. No. 902) agra) appro- 
priations for tho support of the Army for tho fiscal year ending June 
30, 1878, and for other purposes, with amendments of the Senate, be 
taken from the Speaker's table and referred to the Committee on 
‘Appropriations, : 

Mr. HALE. Does the gentleman prefer that the bill shall go to the 
committee before the reference is ordered ? 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, sir, I do. 

The motion of Mr. ATKINS was to. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
he had examined and found duly enrolled the bill (H. R. No. 1220) to 
provide for certain deficiencies in the pay of the Navy and the pay of 
sno Marine Corps, and for other purposes; when the Speaker signed 

Ə same. 


RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 
Mr. HARTZELL. Mr. Speaker, the pending proposition submits 
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the widest field for thought and discussion of any question in relation 
to finance that was ever presented for the consideration of this House. 
When in 1875 the resumption act, the repeal of which is now sought, 
became a law, it was promised by its advocates that it would prove 
a panacea for all the evils that were affecting our tradeat home. Two 
years since that time has elapsed, and we have the practical evidence 
that instead of bestowing benefits its pathway is strewn with wreck 
andruin. The situation of the country in 1875 was such as should 
have admonished a mere tyro in finance that the trade relations of 
the De e not with safety be subjected to any further con- 
traction. But the ery of protecting the public credit and the public 
honor waa the stock in trade of nearly all the metropolitan news- 
pers, all the national banks, all the bondholders at home and 
abroad, and all capitalists. The same cry had in 1869 secured the 
passage of an act making the bonded indebtedness of the country 
payable in coin; thus by a 3 act of legislation increasing tho 
ublic debt over $500,000,000. Not satisfied that this ultimate rob- 
— was accomplished in a spirit of greediness unparalleled in the 
history of financial legislation, the ney, tee act to force its speedy 
consummation became a law in 1875. Greed, like ambition, some- 
times overleaps itself, and, as a rule, when they are applied to public 
affairs they wreak their own ruin and result in a benefaction to the 
people. This result, I doubt aren will insure to the hurt of the bank- 
ers and bondholders and capitalists that heretofore controlled the 
financial lation of the country since and during the war. 

Before year 1869 and since the conclusion of the war, the 
causes which created the inflation having passed away, the natural 
tendency of trade was toward safer policies, and would, without the 
interposition of this rapacious legislation, have gradually and safely 
restored our business relations to their normal order. But the war 
and its excessive demands had drifted the control of public affairs 
from the ple to the Shylocks, had made money and moneyed 
interests the 8 power of the state, and our history and the 
terrible suffering that flows from it are the most valuable lesson wo 
possess. In the rule of money we witness as results the destruction 
of all the great material interests of the coun In the mercan- 
tile, trading, and manufacturing pursuits along the whole line, from 
the millionaire dealer down to the lowest ay tag calamity has 
marked all its movements. A great statesman e who subordi- 
nates everything to the welfare of the people; a t money-dealer 
is one who subordinates all the producing industries and everything 
that contributes to the material wealth and prosperity of nations 
and individuals to the domination of the dollar. 

Sir, if the people could comprehend the workings and the devices 
of the infernal policy that has been in motion st their welfare, 
its projectors would not be safe from their wrath. Fortunately for 
our future, enough has been learned by them to make them regard 
money-dealers seeking public confidence and money monopolies as 
enemies of the public we It will not be inappropriate here torefer 
briefly to the policies that have governed France since the conclusion 
of the Franco-Prussian war, contrast them and their results with 
our financial policy. France paid off in three years $1,000,000,000 in- 
demnity, partially by issuing a paper credit as a circulation and 
making it receivable for all dues, public and private, and during the 
porog of payment the depreciation was insignificant, and since then 

been at par, costing p people no interest, and not in any way 
interfering with the internal trade or internal prosperity. 
Our own managers of finance adopted a policy in every icular 
in contrast with the French policy. Our circulation was discredited 
by legislative discriminations against it; not receivable for duties on 
imports nor in payment of the public debt. These discriminations 
were the result of a scheme to compel the people to pay to their 
creditors three times the amount borrowed; bonds for which they 
received on account of this discrimination only about 33 to 50 per cent. 
in gold bore 6 per cent. interest per annum in gold; thus making the 
ple pay on a gold loan from 12 to 18 per cent. gold interest. And 
y subsequent legislation, coking adyantagn again of this discrimi- 
nation against the circulation, they made the principal sum of the 
bonds payable in coin; and the net result of the policy has been that 
for twelve years full half the interest paid by them was usurious and 
extortionate, aggregating from seven hundred to one thousand mill- 
ions of dollars, and that the act of 1869 added to this swindle an ad- 
ditional one of nearly $500,000,000 more. And while France pros- 
pers our people are prone in the dust, 

Is it to be wondered at, Mr. Speaker, that the people of this country 
have become so indignant at the many wrongs perpetrated upon them 
by such cruel and wicked legislation as to rise in their majest and 
through their Representatives on this floor pronounce so emphatically 
ig 3 of sie seer = the wey thelr i as wee one but > 

ew da: 0 ple want to pay their just obligations, an 
they will oe them, i w are ae ted to do so, in accordance with 
law, justice, and right. They deny the right of the creditor class of 
the country to change the form and value of their contracts at will, 
as they have been doing in the past, changing as they did the cur- 
rency obligations of the Government to coin, because of the redun- 
dancy and cheapness of the Government notes, made so by legislative 
discrimination, and from a gold and silver basis to a single gold 
standard, because silver was not of sufficient fineness and value to 
= beir æsthetic taste, and too heavy for their effeminate hands to 
©. 
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Sir, all the interest-bearing obligations of our Government were 
made payable in lawful money or coin, and that coin was gold and 
silver, recognized by the Constitution and laws of- the United States 
from the * are of our nation’s history down to 1873 and long 
after all the bonds were issued. Prior to its being outlawed by Con- 

the silver dollar was the unit of value in this country. At the 
time of its demonetization silver was nearly on a with gold, and 
would have been fally so but for the action of Germany in 1871 in 
striking it from the list of the legal-tenders in that empire, which 
tended for the time being to bring it a few cents below par. But it 
would have soon recovered from the blow given it by Germany and 
again taken its place alongside of gold, where it been for cen- 
turies, had it not received another murderous assault from the legis- 
lators of our own country. 

It is a fact that cannot be controverted, that prior to 1873 the rela- 
tive value of gold and silver had been about the same for several 
centuries. History teaches us that “silver has been used as a me- 
dium of N by all civilized nations from the earliest ages.” 
Gold and silver have been the t representatives of value in com- 
mercial countries since civilization dawned, until legislative diserim- 
ination was enacted against silver in this country at the behest of 
foreign bondholders, governed by the false apprehension that our 
production would be so great that the then relative value of the two 
metals would cease to exist, and thus not only destroy a large per- 
centage of the circulating medium, but at the same time detriment- 
ally affect one of our own productions. A double wrong was by this 
committed net our people. The first by retiring silver circula- 
tion, in making the itor pay more than his obligation was based 
on; and second, in striking a blow at the national wealth as well as 
at the wealth of the individual producers of silver in our midst. 

This is consistent with all the financial legislation since the war 
concluded, and was effected by a coalition between the centralized 
power of the national banks and the foreign Shylocks, holders of 
national, State, and corporate securities, In times of repose, the man 
submitting such a proposition for consideration in this Hall would 
have been treated by the body of this House with the pity due to a 
maniac or the contempt that follows flagrant knavery. And how it 
could have escaped public reprobation, even in the midst of the politi- 
cal turmoil that at its passage yet enthralled us is incomprehensible. 
For it is stupid without precedent, and criminal in its results against 
our people and against the country at! Sir, to detail the calam- 
ities that have followed legislative discrimination against our non- 
interest-bearing circulation would occupy more time than could be 
accorded me in this House; indeed, would occupy more time than the 
years of human life allot to man. For to know the full measure of its 
misery, every fireside would have to be visited, every ruined industry 
studied, the sum of human suffering entailed by it throughout our 
broad extent depicted. 

And whatever the present action of this House may be, history will 
erect for the projectors of this succession of legislative robberies a 
monument immortal in its . and the period of their power 
will be referred to as the period when the people, blinded by ion, 
were made the easy victims of remorseless greed. Sir, to the legisla- 
tion of the past twelve years attaches all the responsibility for the 
depreciation of our currency. Every scheme known to the moneyed 
monopolies was called into requisition to depreciate the currency, to 
destroy the hopes and expectations of the people, and to rivet more 
closely the chains of slavery upon theagricultural and laboring classés. 
Every species of extra ce was fostered by vicious legislation, 
a man high in political power shared in the distribution of the 
plunder. 

Some of the plunderers were content with millions of dollars in 
Government bonds, while others, emulous of the land-robbers of 
England, raised the cry of internal improvements and the building 
of railroads at the Government's expense, that they might wrest from 
the le by subsidies their magnificent landed ons; and 
although not as successful as were the English lords, who confiseated 
the whole of the landed possessions of Ireland, yet they have suc- 
ceeded by vicious legislation in securing hundreds of millions of acres 
which an all-wise Providence had granted to the le as a perpetual 
inheritance. I revert to this merely to show that the fountains of 
legislation were co’ , and that all its channels during those 
periods were governed by rings and monopolies, and that the publie 
welfare was subordinated to their selfish behests. Had there been 
half the effort to maintain public credit, the par valne of our cur- 
rency, and to build up the confidence of the people that there was 
to destroy them by the moneyed aristocrats, all the evils that now 
environ us would have been averted. 

We have recently witnessed a persistent effort on this floor to 
increase the standing Army, doubtless inspired by some of the influ- 
ences which 1 and succeeded in securing this disastrous 
financial legislation; its object, in part, being to protect their ill- 

tten gains from public disorders. For the time in American 

istory the American soldier has been made use of to shoot down 
men, women, and children starving for bread, whose unhappy condi- 
tion was directly attributable to the infamous devices and remorse- 
less greed of the authors of this legislation. While condemning vio- 
lence and profoundly regretting the dreadful scenes that have lately 
occurred in the industrial localities along the line of the carrying 
interests of the country, its terrible results admonish the rapacious 


that their personal security, as well as the security for their prop- 
erty, might be better subserved if their energies were in the future 
directed to legitimate fields, and that robbery by legislative chican- 
= is not the way to promote their own welfare. 

understand, Mr. Speaker, that a number of these gilded patriots 
are now besetting one of the committees of Congress, and that they are 
rhe Pf e hoarse with the ery “protect the public credit and 
the public honor.” The time is now rapidly approaching when the 
metallic brains of these self-created dictators will learn that to be less 
conspicuous will be the most fortunate condition they can secure. 
They will seek the shades of retirement to avoid the scorn and repro- 
bation their mischievous infiuence has earned for them. While, sir, 
our eee financial condition is advantageous and profitable to the 
bankers, brokers, and bondholders, it is ruin, desolation, and death 
to the laboring poor. At the close of the war in 1865, there were in 
circulation $693,918,800 in greenbacks, and the enemies of American 
industry at once enacted a law for their contraction, which has re- 
duced the circulation at this date to $354,490,892. While the bull- 
ionists prate about“ the good times coming“ and that contraction of 
the currency is a “ blessing in disguise,” the history of the times es- 
tablishes the fact that as the volume of our currency is diminished 
tho number of business failures increases. 

In 1865, the year this ruinous policy of contracting the currency 
commenced, there were in this country 530 business failures with lia- 
bilities amounting to the sum of $17,625,000, while in 1876 there were 
9,092 business failures, with liabilities amounting to the enormous 
sum of $191,117, 000. IL here append an annual list of failures and the 


amount of liabilities as published by Dun, Barlow & Co., the correct- 
ness of which will not, 
1876 inclusive : 


think, be questioned, for the years 1866 to 
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1866. .cewas —— ůũ 2 UUUEPUU—EUEREÿEͥ1Kõũ 66 „ 1, 505 | $53, 763, 000 
1867.. 2,780 | 96, 660, 000 
1868.. 2,668 | 63, 6%, 000 
1869.. 2,799 | 75, 054, 054 
1870. 3,546 | 88,242, 000 
1871. 2,915 | 85, 252, 000 
1872. 4,069 121. 056, 000 
1873. 5,183 | 228, 497, 000 
1874. 5, 830 | 155, 239, 000 
1875 7,740 000, 060 

9,092 000 


— 
— 
25 


I commend a careful perusal of this table to the consideration of 


ntlemen who are the advocates or apologists for those in authority 
during this decade of ever-increasing ruin. Let them identify for 
the edification of this House a single public or private benefaction 
that has flown from this legislation. And, struggle however much 
moyna in the effort, the only gain resulting from it will be found 
in the gilded palaces of the bondholders, in the eous trappings 
and the increasing hoards of the national banks, and in the where- 
abouts only where ugly avarice is the dominant passion of the human 
heart. It will never be found where generous statesmanship, broad 
humanity, or inspirations of a liberal civilization—a civilization look- 
pe to the general welfare through channels of private prosperity— 
exist. 

And will it be inappropriate here to refer briefly to one of these 
claimed benefactions, which, to give it respectability, has been 
dubbed the national-banking system. Before their creation the trans- 
fer of money for the development of industries was in many com- 
peting hands and interests. But the national banks, with a broad 
generosity common to such institutions when the power is vested in 
them, absorbed the whole control to their embrace, and strack com- 
petition for its transfers from existence; thus subordinating every 
industry, every pursuit, and vey atom of quivering human tesh to 
the gentle behests of the charitable denizens of Wall street. Over 
two thousand edifices are through the influence of this legislation 
erected to the worship of Mammon; all united by common interests, 
common purposes, and inspired by the ennobling spirit that they 
daily drink in from the ring of a golden dollar. 

How blessed we must be as a people when characters who have so 
enriched history in the past dictate control to us, and how ungener- 
ous in us to complain when the blood of but a few thousand men, 
women, and children yet bedews our pavements and our highways 
in the execution of their gentle decrees! Millions ought to be offered 
up in sacrifice to them. In Central Africa legend tells us that when 
a common barbarian king dies thousands of his subjects are a to 
the knife and a river of human blood is offered as a libation for his 
departing bs and to honor his beneficent reign. Shall we allow 
a barbarian king of Africa to be more generously and appropriately 
worshiped than this great institation, the national bank, in this 
heaven and national-bank blessed country of ours! Increase the 
Army, kill the people, and sustain the national banks, that Wall 
street may prosper. Other charitable considerations sustain us in 
this view of it. It is our bounden duty as a nation to maintain and 
perpetuate the jolly foreigner whose ease and comfort are contributed 
to daily by the cent per cent. he realizes on our debt, private and 
public. National banks are not only beneficiaries to our people, but 
their happy influence brightens the life of our old-timed predecessors 
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in the Old World, and earns for us among the nations of the earth 
eee te attitude of the fatted goose always ready to be 


t 
plucked and always risking rich returns. 
Mr. Speaker, good men will take advantage of bad laws enacted 
by Congress, and in this way I know of many who have invested 
their money in national-banking institutions and have received rich 
returns in dividends by so doing. But they did not demand nor 
eee, eee 
especia! to 80 - patriots 
of Wall street, who revel in their millions, gathered from the mise- 
ries and misfortunes of their fellow-men. Semi-annnual dividends of 
6 and 10 per cent. are not sufficient to satisfy their avarice, and they 
are now flooding Congress with petitions asking for the repeal of the 
national-bank tax. Listen to this appeal, recently issued by the grand 
high priests of Wall street: 
OFFICE OF AMERICAN BANKERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
New York, September 16, 1877. 
[Private.] 


Dran Sm: We are now rapidly approaching the time fixed for the meeting of 
828 It is oivia N that a ee re ccconees into — 

onse of Representatives as as possible, for the repeal ressive 
ruinous taxes upon the banking Business. The officers of this — — are pre- 
erase there the campaign with vigor; we shall be in Washington when the 


8. 

79 in the attempt to get relief from the burdens of taxation during tho 
cowing session depends very much two or three important things. One of the 
most important of these is the inf ng of the members of Congress as to tho justice 
of our demands for tax repeal and as to the absolute necessity that Congress 
grant them without delay, A second pointof importance is the use of persevering 
personal effort to secure the candid and earnest attention of the members of Con- 
gress to our cause. These are the immediate duties which the members of this 
association will have to fulfill, and to them, as well as to others, we shall continue 
from time to time to direct our attention. 

We think that our success or failure depends almost wholly upon the earnest- 
ness with which each and all of our members and friends carry out this part of the 
8 of operations. We desire especially to urge upon you to see your mem- 

rs of Congress before they go to Washin; , to present the tax question in its 
truo light before their mi and to use most strenuous endeavors to securo 
tho votes of their friends may Npa paart 5 you shonld 15 bo palu ie ees your Con- 
gressmen personally y go ngton, bo sure them esr- 
nestly upon this subject, and get your friends to do the same. 

The gentleman from New York Mr. CHITTENDEN ] has been thrown 
into a condition proximating “ 9 by apprehension of the 
repeal of the resumption law; and any one who carefully noticed his 
physical contortions when he pronounced the word “repudiation” 
witnessed a spectacle that will be common in all the palaces if this 
ungodly effort should be a success, In dictatorial and high sounding 
phrase he denounces it, and says: i 

It de high time for members of Congress and all men of sense to drop and renounce 
forever all such nonsense. 


Can we withstand such eloquence? 

“Repudiation” is a dreadful word, That and the like have already 
scared our people out of near $1,500,000,000, and a single member of 
Con must at this age and period show ter courage and coolness 
than ordinarily fall to the lot of public men if he face the batteries 
that are in position by it against him. It scares me some, and before 
I finally determine what to do I will give the speech of its learned 
Representative from New York another careful and prayerful perusal. 
Daring the course of the genoman speech my sympathies were so 
excited in his behalf that I seriously contemplated sending for a bot- 
tle of Mrs. Winslow’s n 

But enough of badinage. Let us look for a little while to the other 
side of this picture. Repudiation is the cry of the rich; wholesale 
robbery is well-sustained charge made by the poor against them. 
In 1869 legislation making the bonds payable in coin increased their 
debt over ,000,000. Before that time legislative discrimination had 
depreciated the greenbacks, and before that time the rich had bought 
the bonds for less than half their face, and since their issue, averag- 
ing fourteen years, they have been ly drawing over 12 per 
cent. interest in gold on their gold loan; aggregating since their issue 
in gold interest nearly the face of the bond. In 1875 the resumption 
act was , compelling resumption of specie payments in 1879; 
and in 1873 the demonetization of the silver do took place, b 
which legislation the only interest that was subserved was the bond- 
holders at home and abroad. The people claim that the projectorsin 
all this were openly and Sagrentiy ‘repudiating” the publie welfare. 
So the gentleman may understand that there are two horns to this 
dilemma of “ repudiation,” with some thousands and afew banks and 
shaving-shops on one horn of it, and many millions of the laboring, 
mechanical, mercantile, and agricultural classes on the other. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, allow me to say that it is not the first 
time I have deemed it my duty to my constituents to enter my pro- 
test here against the whole financial system of the republican party; 
that I am aware that the patience of this House would be exhausted 
if any elaborate discussion was attempted by me. I am fully con- 
vinced, sir, that the people demand the repeal of the resumption law 
and the remonetization of the silver dollar, and unless these demands 
are complied with a broader deal t the policies of the past will 
result in the future; that not only the ee demand it, but the 
real interest of the bondholders will be subserved by it; for the 

und of flesh nominated in the bond, like the bond of the Venetian, 

id not award one drop of blood, and the classic story and the judg- 
ment pronounced against the owner of the bond offer a wholesome 
admonition to their opponents, 


Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to occupy the time 
of the House but for a few minutes. A want of experience forbids 
that I should trespass at engi -upon your patience. What are the 
questions before us? What is y presented that fairly demands 
consideration and decision ? I propose to first state as briefly and 
compactly as may be the seve e and then the reasons 
which shall control my action. The bill reported by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nG] from the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency repeals the third section of the so-called resumption act. Tho 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. oer) 
leaves in force so much of said section as makes banking free to al 
who may desire to en in the business, subject to existing law. J 
understand the committee are willing to accept the Fort amendment 
8 the bill as re a Side 3 a Tl. ut 
amendment, as proposed by ntleman from Michigan, [Mr. HUB- 
BELL, ] retains of said third a ANS in addition to that t retained by 
the Fort bill, all that part of the section which provides that for every 
8100 of circulating notes issued to the banks 880 of legal-tender notes 
shall be redee until the outstanding volume of legal-tender notes 
shall be reduced to three hundred millions; and then his amendment 
further seeks to give a legislative construction to the act, which shall 
be minding. upon the Secretary of the Treasury, in this, that the Sec- 
retary as he redeems this three hundred millions of legal-tenders 
shall not retire and cancel the notes, but shall deposit them with the 
Treasurer of the United States for the purpose of being re-issued at 


should | par value in payment of all claims or demands against the United 


States or in exchange for coin; and then still further, that those notes 
thus re-issued shall be a legal tender at face value in payment of duties 
on imports or other dacs to the Government and for all debts except 
where the contract provides for payment in coin. 

In short, the legal effect of the amendment is to reduce the volume 
of legal-tender notes to three hundred millions, and then make that 
sum as re-issued from time to time at par value in payment of all 
claims or demands against the United States, or in exchange for coin 
and receivable at their face value in payment of duties on imports in 
addition to the legal-tender qualities which the notes now have. The 
second amendment, proposed by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Mon- 
RISON, ] is that a separate section shall be added requiring the banks 
to set aside annually, as a resumption fund, from the coin received as 
interest on these bonds, an amount equal to 3 per cent. of their 
circulating notes, and that this fand shall be regarded and nsed as a 
pars of the reserve which the banks are now required to maintain. 

he third amendment, proposed by the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
[Mr. Poux, j is a re-enactment of the third section of the resumption 
act, except in this, that the outstanding volume of legal-tender notes 
on the Ist of January, 1879, shall be three hundred and fifty millions 
instead of three hundred millions, and that on and after the Ist of 
January, 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury shall receive instead of 
redeem such legal-tender notes and exchange therefor gold and sil- 
ver coin of the United States at par, and when thus received, the 
notes to be again paid out in the same manner as heretofore issued 
and paid out, and this three hundred and Ff millions to be “law- 
ful money and a legal tender in payment of all debts, public and pri- 
vate, within the United States, except when otherwise expressly Ee 
vided by contract.” I Pw the purpose of this amendment is to 
make the three hun and fifty millions receivable for duties on 
imports as well as a legal tender for all other debts except where the 
contract provides otherwise. If I am correct in this, then the legal 
effect of the pro amendment is that we shall have outstanding 
on the Ist day of January, 1879, three hundred and fifty millions of legal- 
tender notes, and on and after that day the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, at the office of the assistant treasurer in the city of New York, 
shall exchange gold therefor and again pay them out, to go through 
the same process of exchange as often as the holder may desire to 
present them for that purpose, and that such notes shall be receivable 
in payment of duties on imports. 

The fourth amendment, nted by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Cox,] as I understand it, is that on 1st of January, 1878, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury commence to redeem the legal-tender 
notes at ninety-seven cents on the dollar in coin, and every siz mouths 
thereafter he shall pay a half cent more on the dollar until the Ist of 
January, 1881, when he redeem at par; and that all notes thus 
redeemed or discounted in excess of three hundred millions he shall 
cancel and destroy, but as to the three hundred millions he shall not 
cancel and destroy them, but they may bere-issued. It will be observed 
that the pro amendment ignores that feature of the third sec- 
tion of the resumption act which provides that the excess of three 
hundred millions of legal-tenders shall be redeemed by the issue of 
national-bank notes; that is to say, for every $100 of bank-notes 
issued $80 of legal-tenders shall be redeemed, and, in lieu of that 
mode of resumption, substitutes payment in coin at less than par, 
commencing at ninety-seven cents on the dollar on the Ist of Janu- 
ary next and reaching par on the Ist of January, 1881. The fyth 
amendment, proposed by the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. CUMMINGS, 
consists of seven sections. It would seem that sections 2, 3, 4, 5, an 
6 need not now be considered as germane to the subject under con- 
sideration, for the reason that to a large extent they have been con- 
sidered and practically dis of by the passage of the silver bill. 
The seventh section contains the repealing clause of inconsistent 
acts. The first section submits the time when the Government shall 
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commence to redeem the legal-tender notes to the opinion and judg- 
ment of the President and the Secretary of the Treasury, and then 
repeals so much of the resumption act as fixes the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1879, as the date when resumption shall commence, and further 


pove against the destruction of the ! -tender notes when re- 
eemed, and authorizes their re-issue, as the “ needs of the Govern- 
ment may require.” 

The sixth amendment, proposed by the gentleman from New York, 
[ Mr. Hew1Tr] consists of five sections. The first requires the Secretary 
of the Treasury after the Ist of January next to accumulate as a 
special-resumption fund for redemption of ! -tender notes fifty 
millions annually in gold, and when he shall have accumulated an 
amount equal to one-half of the outstanding legal-tender he 
may, in his discretion, commence to redeem, “and it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary at some time in his discretion, before the gold so ac- 
cumulated shall exceed the amount of oustanding legal-tender notes, 
to give notice that he will redeem them; and after such notice the 
notes shall cease to be a Jogal tender except to the Government, The 
second section oe e sale of gold by the Secretary of the 
Treasury after the Ist of January next, unless he shall have an excess 
of the annual reservation of fifty millions, and he is authorized to 
sell either of the description of bonds described in the resumption 
act at par in gold to raise this fund, or he may, in his discretion, make 
the bonds payable forty years from date, bearing such lower rate of 
interest as he may deem expedient. By the third section, in order to 
provide for any temporary defiency of currency, the Secretary is 
authorized to issue Treasury notes running not longer than one year, 
bearing a rate of interest not exceeding 6 per cent., the whole of such 
notes outstanding at any one time not to exceed fifty millions. By 
the fouth section the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized, in his 
discretion, to fe team Y the bonds of the United States by “ public ten- 
der to the highest bidder for legal-tender notes and the notes so 
received be added to the gold reserve ;” and then by the fifth section 
all laws inconsistent are repealed “ and to the extent of the gold and 
legal-tender notes accumulated in the Treasury in nee with 
the provisions of this act the obligation to purchase bonds for the 
sinking fund is repealed. 

Such is a condensed statement of the material parts of the several 
propositions which have been presented for our consideration, and 
then, as against each and all of them, is the proposition to let the 
law stand as it now exists. I do not propose to criticise or judge 
harshly the men by whose votes the resumption act for the time be- 
eame the law. Doubtless they were actuated by patriotic motives, 
and honestly believed that such legislation was in the interest of the 
people. I do not care to inquire whether it was a democratic ora 
republican measure. Such considerations are unworthy the tion 
of a legislator. Neither do I claim to be wise upon the subject of 
finance. I have just such opinions as are su by the average 
common sense of practical life. To the law as it now stands I am 

It has seemed to me that the only certain ger fe reaching 
and maintaining resumption is through and by means of the prosper- 
ity of the industrial interests of the people. The non-interest-bear- 
ing debt, the legal-tender note, will reach just as soon as the 
peop; by means of their prosperity, are able to establish universal 
confidence that every obligation of Government will be promptly 
met 8 to contract. Let me illustrate for a moment. In 1864 
the legal-tender note was worth only forty cents on the dollar. True, 
that was in the dark hour of the Republic. Now, what has brought it 
up from forty to aboutninety-seven cents on thedollarto-day? Soon after 
1564 the war ceased; the contending armies returned to their homes 
and melted away in the industrial pursuits of life. Although the 
national debt amounted to billions, yet honest men said every dollar 
shall be paid according to contract. A patriotie people cheerfully 
paid their taxes and sustained their servants in maintaining the 
national credit. As the interest became due on our bonds it was 
variates ©, yaa without failure in a single instance. 

In addition Se yment of interest, the work of gradual 
reduction of the national debt commenced. And as the debt was re- 
duced the semi-annual interest to be paid correspondingly decreased. 
This was all done without the interposition of resumption acts. What 
was the effect upon the public mind at home and abroad? As con- 
fidence was strengthened, the value of the legal-tender notes com- 
menced the ascending scale. The process was gradual, steady, cer- 
tain. The people thus gradually, without shock, accommodated 
themselves to the condition of thin As the God above us blessed 
the industrial husbandman with each succeeding crop, he was stimu- 
lated to redoubled effort. The sons of toil kept di ag. away in the 
field and hammering in the shop and gave vitality and life to every 
other pursuit. Public confidence all the while was being strength- 
ened, established. Every department of industry was contributing 
to the common . As the value of the legal-tender notes went up, 
the men who either declined or reluctantly received them during the 
war in exchange for products had eagerly sought them, and some who 
done all they could to discredit them in the hour of trial are now the 
self-chosen of God to defend them. While the non-interest-bearing 
debt was thus gradually but certainly approaching par, our interest- 
bearing obligations were sought for in the money marts of the world, 
and to-day but one nation has a better established credit. I prefer 
to trast a little longe the same agency which has wrought such en- 
couraging results. That agency is the brain and muscle of the indus- 


mial and productive class, upon which the Government must ever 
rely. 

Having done so much to establish confidence and credit, and thereby 
raise in value the legal-tender note, is it not the part of wisdom to 
refrain from attempting by force of law to resumo specie payment 
on any given day? The same agency will in due season bring them 
to par, and then no man will care to have the coin in preference; and 


this, in my ju ent, is the way to resumption the people desire, 
Again, sir, the -tender note circulates among the people as 
money. As a currency it has their confidence. They are satisficd 


with it and have patiently toiled to make it the best currency on 
earth. Have we been implored by petitions from the people praying 
for the sale of interest-bearing bonds for gold with which to with- 
draw this circulating medium from them? I do not believe the 
great body of the people are demanding anything of the kind. Not 
a single petition has reached the Clerk’s desk this session in support 
of such policy. As arule the people are content with the legal-tender 
notes heretofore issued as a currency. I am by no means in favor of 
wild and reckless inflation. That is the other extreme equally un- 
wise and disastrous as forced resumption and contraction. As a 
lawyer I do not believe that Congress under the Constitution bas the 
power in time of peace to issue paper money and make it a legal 
tender. Iam compelled to say that I rd that question as settled 
and at rest by virtue of the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. But as to the legal-tender notes authorized to be 
issued by legislation during the war—legislation which the court is 

leased to term war measures, measures necessary to preserye the 

ife of the nation, and which issue is therefore decided to be con- 
stitutional—I am in favor of preserving them for the time being 
intact, as far as may be, as a circulating medium. 

It would be the grandest triumph since the days of Adam for the 
American people to preserve intact the ee eno notes authorized 
to be issued to preserve the life of the only trae Republic on earth, 
until, by virtue of the good faith, the prosperity born of honest toil, 
the integrity of purpose which scouts at repudiation, the patriotism 
as imperishable as the Union of these States, they shall have the 
same purchasing power as the world’s standard; until no man, as a 
matter of sordid gain, will seek to 8 for coin. A patient 
people, upon whom we have confidently relied, by the exercise of the 

ftiest virtues which ennoble American manhood, have nearly achieved 
this triumph, and I have faith to believe tha if you will break the 
fetters, lay aside the lash, and trust them a little longer, their fondest 
hopes ‘will be realized. But it is said if we repeal so much of the re- 
sumption act as fixes the Ist day of January, 1879, as the err on which 
we commence to redcem the legal-tender notes it will serious] 
affect our public credit. It will be time enough for the public cred- 
itor to give expression to doubts and fears and suspicions as to either 
our intention or ability to pay him every cent according to contract 
when we shall have failed to pay any installment of interest as the 
same becomes due. So long as we keep our contract with him such 
suggestions are offensive and impertinent. Again, it is said by some 
that the will unsettle values. On the contrary, it will restore 
a natural, lthy, and active state of business, freed from artificial 
and forced restraints in the shape of unwise and impractical legisla- 
tion. 8 
Says another, we are nearly down to hard-pan; let us keep on go- 
ing down until we reach a solid basis. Solid base, indeed! An un- 
na a tive, treacherous, artificial base, sought to be reached 
by impractical legislation. I answer the only sure, enduring, and solid 
base upon which this: Government has ever and must ever rely is an 
industrial and productive people, who have hitherto been able to 
shield it from all assaults, and who will, if unfettered by artificial 
restraints, continue to maintain unsullied our national credit and 
give the legal-tender note that real Value which will dispel the idea 
of exchange for coin. Again, it is charged that the advocates of re- 
peal are taking a step in the direction of repudiation. That charge 
is a libel upon the oh flag of the American people. What act had 
they committed since close of the war up to the date of the pas- 
sage of the resumption act that would warrant any calamniator in 
characterizing them as veing favorable to repudiation? Had they 
not up to that date merited the confidence of the public creditor 
whether at home or abroad? Had they not wrought that condition 
of things which made it possible to inaugurate the work of eee 
the rate of interest upon dur public debt from 6 per cent. to 4 aud 43 
Had they not met every demand upon the Government with a prompt- 
ness that extorted the admiration of every “doubting Thomas?” 
Had they not during all these years been content with the jegal- 
tender note as a part of the volume of currency? In fact had they 
not by means of that legal-tender note, circulating among them as 
a part of their currency, been enabled to establish confidence in our 
securities in the money markets of every nation? 

Then, as a republican who scorns the idea of repudiation, in behalf 
of an honest constituency who would bring their all if need be and 
lay it as a free ofiering upon the counter of the Treasury in order to 
preserve our national honor, I hurl back the charge that we are takin 
a step in the direction of repudiation by demanding repeal, and bran 
it as unwarranted and untrae. If you tell me it was a republican 
measure and therefore I ought to stand by it, I answer, in my judg- 
meut experience has proven that it was a grievous mistake, and hence 
I think it the part of wisdom to promptly correct it. But, says an- 
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other, your legal-tender note is “ money ;” hide from view your 
7 ;” listen and be charmed by the sweet music produced by the 
jingle of a single standard. Rag money, indeed! en that ch 
comes from the old Bourbon democrat who opposed its issue, and the 
Government who issued it, I reply, “You are at least consistent, with 
you I will have no controversy.” But, sir, I for one will not join in 
the attempt to bastardize and disown my own offspring. The legal- 
tender note sprang from the loins of the republican 2 he 
Supreme Court of the United States has held it legitimate. Then, as 
legal heir, it shall so far as my voice and vote are concerned inherit 
its lawful share of the grand achievements which have rendered the 
history of that P gisi imperishable. It was with these “rags” that 
you were enabled to build ships whose sails whiten every ocean and 
proudly float our flag in every port. It was with these “rags” that 
you were enabled to arm and equip the grandest army that ever bat- 
tled in defense of law. It was by virtue of these same “rags,” to a 
great extent, that to-day the flag of our fathers floats in over 
the Capitol of a nation, These same“ ” have since the close of 
the war brought bread and comfort to the humble home of the widow 
and the orphan of the men who died in order that the Government 
which issued them might live to bless and ameliorate the condition 
of mankind. It is these same “ rags” that every member on this 
tloor, with cheerful smile, gladly accepts from the hands of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms. 
ple have no cause of shame by their presence. They do 

not share in that feeling which prompts the select few to character- 
ize the legal-tender note as dishonored paper. This new-born sensi- 
tiveness is justly subject to suspicion when we consider the locality 
which gave it birth and the character of the godfathers. It is idle 
for us to attempt to disguise the fact that there are grave doubts in 
the public mind as to the expediency of attempting to resume specie 
payments on the Ist of Jan , 1879, and still graver doubts as to 
whether it would be successfully maintained. It would seem that 
no well-wisher of the people would say commence to-morrow. Let 
us see for a moment how it would operate. Seed on to-morrow 
gs resort to the temporary and doubtful expedient of raising gold 

y the sale of interest-bearing bonds. Suppose, for the sake of the 
argument, it be conceded that a sufficient amount of gold could thus 
be raised with which to redeem and cancel the outstanding legal- 
tender notes. Then with the legal-tender notes withdrawn, who so 
reckless as to affirm that the national-banks could keep their doors 
open for sixty days and redeem their notes in gold? You would have 
such contraction, such a collapse and shock as would shake the gold 
from the teeth of a Wall-street banker. 

Well, sir, if you are not prepared to-day for the crash, pray tell me 
how you know you will be prepared twelve months hence. I do not 
like this experimenting and tinkering with questions of national 
finance. I prefer to avoid 9 a non: interest into an interest- 
bearing debt, especially as the burden of the people is quite suffi- 
cient. I submit it is always safest to let well enough alone, For 
rash or doubtful measures I have no sympathy. Let me illustrate for 
a moment what I mean. It will be con that at the time of the 
issue of our bonds silver as well as gold was lawful coin and a legal 
tender. The public creditor at the time he received our bonds knew 
that fact. If the bond was payable in coin then he knew it might 
lawfully be paid in either gold or silver. By some means, it would 
almost seem to be an oversight, Con in 1873 demonetized silver. 
I am in favor of restoring the law just as it was prior to that act. 
Stand by the law of the contract. No backing and filling, but keep 
in faith the law as it was at the time the creditor accepted our 
obligation. That is but simple justice to the debtor, and the creditor 
may not of right complain. So long as we stand by the law of the 
contract we have a polar star to guide us safely into port. Let 
therefore, have the music prodaced by the jingle of the double stand- 
ard, the same music substantially which greeted the ears of our fath- 
ers from the days of Hamilton down to 1 

The people did not ask to have silver demonetized, and it was, in 
my judgment, a mistake to so legislate. This Congress will, I trust, 
correct that mistake, and then upon that subject let well enough 
alone. Again, the people did not ask for the asago of the resump- 
tion act, There is a dread in the public Miad, produced by this act 
which locks up a large amount of the currency, unsettles confidence, 
and tends to paralyze business. Men stand in doubt and fear as to 
the results. Already too many of the most useful, active, and enter- 
prising of our citizens, with all the prudence that the mind of man 
can exercise, have gone down in bankruptcy. Communities cannot 
afford this. Itis a national loss. Rob communities of the activity 
of such men and you destroy the nation’s life. Even those who have 
thus far withstood the tide that is 2 the many down to 
bankruptcy and the laborer to want and despair behold such a 
shrinkage in values as disheartens future effort. Men who have 
money lock it up; refuse to risk it in such active business as would 
give employment to labor. They fold their arms and say, “I will wait 
and see the consequences of forced resumption.” We have thus prac- 
tically had contraction as effectual as though the currency had bras 
burned. The banks have been hauling in sail. Many have voluntarily 
wound up; others have reduced their capital stock one-half. All this 
has tended to keep alive a feeling of uncertainty and distrast which 
is ever the foe of prosperity. fe it be said that the books of the 
Comptroller of the Currency do not show such æ contraction as would 


produce these results, I answer the effect of the law upon the public 
mind has been the same as though there had been contraction in fact. 
Therefore, I say, repeal the law, and let well enough alone. 

But it is said that the depressed condition of the country is the natu- 
tal result of a plethora of depreciated paper money issued during 
and since the war; that by increasing the volume of such currency the 
people overtraded, embarked in reckless enterprises, and indulged in 
useless and extravagant expenses, and in support of this assumption 
it is the habit to point us to the financial condition of the people 
of every country immediately following the close of every war of con- 

tence. I grant that to a certain extent the spirit of speculation 
and the indulgence of extravagant habits has wrecked the fortunes 
of the rash and inconsiderate. But, sir, let us see whether the broad 
gronna assumed is supported by the facts. The war closed in 1865; 
he panic came in 1873; a period of eight years intervened. When 
we consult the re of the Comptroller of the Currency and ascer- 
tain the volume of each year from 1865 to 1873, and at the same timo 
keep in view the immense increase of the productions of every de 
ment of industry, the increase of employers and employés, the rapid 
development of the West and Southwest, the increase of our popula- 
tion, the pan strides we were making in national p 
further when you measure the value of the volume of each year by 
the coin standard, certain conclusions inevitably follow which over- 
throw the assumption that either the panic of 1873 or the depressed 
condition of the country to-day can be truly attributed to a plethora 
of depreciated currency. 

The fact is that during these eight years the value of the volume 
as measured by the corn standard was s ily increasing. The 
currency was becoming sounder with each succeeding year and grad- 
ually but certainly approaching par. This proves to the practical 
tink that the legitimate business of the country could entirely em- 
ploy the volume of these years and by its active employment steadily 

crease its value. When our currency was thus growing better and 
sounder and the real and substantial interest of the country was active 
and prosperous, it is idle to either assume or argue that either the 
panic of 1873 or the condition of the country to-day is to be attributed 
to any such cause. If the assumption or the argument of the ad- 
vocates of forced resumption be true we would have had the panio 


; and 


long before 1873. During those eight years Sine department of 
legitimate business was ee r e natural wealth of the nation 
enhanced, and the development of productive 8 largely in- 

Such are the stubborn facts which have found a ut 


creased, 
in the mind of the people, and all the hair-splitting theories written 
by visionaries, who know little and care less about their wants, can- 
not change them. 

The failure of Jay Cooke & Co. came like a clap of thunder out of 
a clear sky. Well might it astound the mass of the people, as that 
name had so long been associated with the public service, Men of 
every condition in life and of every pursuit panic-stricken, 
Neighbor began to distrust neighbor and banker his customer. Con- 
fidence was for the time unnerved. It is within the recollection of 
the youngest inhabitant that from no quarter came a more pathetic 
and heart-rending appeal for instant relief than from Wall street. 
The same men wuo to-day stigmatize the advocates of repeal as repu- 
diationists, then in agony exclaimed “ My God, Mr. Secretary of the 
Treasury, unlock your vaults and give us relief.” “Give New York, 
alone, fifty millions, or we perish.” Had any of these gentlemen who 
to-day turn a deaf ear to the appeal of the people predicted that 
panic and 1 as a reason therefor that prosperity leads to bank - 
ruptcy? No,no. Ah, says the advocate of resumption, the act was 
not passed until January, 1875, and therefore it cansed neither the 
panic nor the depressed condition of the country to-day. I have 
attempted to show that the panic of 1873 was not the result of an 
overabundance of currency, and therefore some other cause must be 
assi We all know that the country was recovering from the 
shock of the panic, but before confidence had been fully restored, and 
within less than two the resumption act was passed, and we 
all know what is equally true, that it has not restored confidence or 
brought prosperity to the industrial interests of the country. . 

The practical effect of the law is, and has been from the date of its 
passage, to foster distrust, impair confidence, lock up the currency, 
paralyze industry, shrink values, swell the docketsof our State courts 
with suits for collections, and the courts of the United States with 
petitions in bankruptcy. It has wrought ruin enough. For the ulti- 
mate redemption of the legal-tender notes you have the pledge of the 
entire resources of the nation, Who doubts that pledge will in due 
season be fulfilled? The advocates of resumption talk as though 
some unfortunate creditor had invested hisall in these notes and was 
now demanding payment, was rapidly becoming bankrupt by reason 
of the loss of interest, and that our national honor was in peril, and 
therefore, to pay this particular debt we must create another by sell- 
ing interest-bearing bonds for gold. Whois this clamorous creditor 7 
The peop of the United States? Go talk to them by the fireside 
and in the fields of the West; in the store, the shop and the mánu- 
factory; anywhere and everywhere in this broad land and ask 
them if they are demanding immediate payment, and with surprise 
at the inquiry, the answer will be “no.” 

Whoever characterizes the legal-tender note as dishonored paper 
attacks the good name and solyency of the Government, the good 
faith and integrity of the people, and it is he who is to-day doing 
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more to imperil public credit than all others. In my judgment, time 
will prove that the prime movers in this outery are not only the foe 
of the legal-tender note, but so soon as they shall have succeeded in 
destroying it as a currency they will change front and urge a terrific 
warfare against national banks. They are the financial malcontents 
of the land, careless of consequences. I would rather confi- 
dence in the average common-sense of the people, which demands a 
volume of currency equal to legitimate business and then implores 
0 to keep hands off. For the reasons which I have attempted 
VVV 
f the several propositions now before the House, I am inclined to 
favor that proposed by the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Fonr, ] as I 
consider the of that bill repeals all that is objectionable in 
the third section of the resum act and retains so much thereof as 
makes banking free. This would be in accord with the judgment of the 
pore I represent as well as my own. The amendment proposed by 
he [adesion from Michigan, [Mr. HUBBELL, ] to my mind is subject 
to objection. He p to reduce the volume of legal-tender notes 
to three hundred millions by the issue of bank-notes in manner as now 
provided in the resumption act. I prefer that the volume of legal- 
tender notes be not so reduced. A 

Again, the legislative construction which be seeks to give that act, 
it seems to me, is impracticable and would afford no relief. His 
amendment neither repeals nor postpones the act of resumption ; it 
simply takes from the of the Treasury the authority to 
retire or cancel the three hun millions, as redeemed once by 
implication. All over and above the three hundred millions are to 
be retired and canceled. Then again, this three hundred millions 
the Secretary of the Treasury is required to deposit in the Treasury, 
to be ro- issued at par value in payment of claims against the Govern- 
ment or in exchange for coin, and received at par value in payment of 
duties on im &c., and, as a matter of course, subject again to 
be redeemed in coin in manner as prescribed in the resumption act. 
I submit this would be equally ee. as the present law. The 
amendment pro by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] 
is simply au additional section to the resumption act which leaves the 
act in full force. The amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. POUND] is, to my mind, subject to the objection that 
it neither repeals nor postpones the act of resumption. 

The amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] it 
seems to me is a confession on its face that he doubts the expediency 
if not the ability of the Government to resume and maintain specie 
payment on the Ist of January, 1879. Thediscounting process smacks 
too much of street brokerage and does not strike me favorably. 
When we do pay on demand of the people, let it be dollar for dollar. 
The amendment proposed by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Cum- 
MINGS] I would oppose for the reason, inmy judgment, the immediate 
Representatives of the le are in position to be more correct! 
informed as to their will and wish as to the time when the legal- 
tender notes shall cease to exist asacurrency. I do not wish to sub- 
mit the exercise of such extraordinary power or such exclusive con- 
trol of matters, so vital to the interest of the whole people, to the dis- 
cretion of any one man, however high he may stand in public con- 
fidence, Again he provides for a re-issue “as the needs of the Gov- 
ernment may require,” which is a confesson of doubt for the present 
as to the propriety of attempting resumption. As to so much of his 
amendment as pertains to the silver question, I will be found acting, 
I think, in harmony with his views. 

It might as well be understood here and now that those who favor 
restoring the law as it stood prior to 1873 mean what they sa 
and the resolves of syndicates or the threats of the gold Hog will 
fail of their purpose. To the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Hewrrr] I am 5 And now 
I submit to the friends of repeal that the time come for concert 
of action. It is a question high above party. The hope of the advo- 
eates of forced resumption is that we may so differ among ourselves 
as to become powerless, and thus give them the victory. Let us act 
as becomes the magnitude of the great interests involved. To my 
friends of the East I would say, do not, I implore you, on this ques- 
tion place yourselves in the same attitude that ultraists of the 
South at one time did upon the question of slavery, and attempt to 
crack the lash over the millions of the West in order to make them 
conform to your views, Learn something from that lesson. We 
desire the prosperity of every section. We hope to make the West 
what God intended. it: the happy home of peaceful, prosperous 
industry for every color and clime. 

Men of the South, you who desire the development of your States, 
who long for the day when your waste places shall become the gar- 
dens of wealth, who have a hand of welcome for the skilled artisan 
and the bronzed tiller of the soil, who have learned something and 
desire to know more of the wonderful energies of the people of the 
North, who have resolved to vie with every section in adding to the 
nation’s wealth, who are willing to imbibe the spirit of progress that 
has removed the wilderness and upturned the prairies of the West, 
who acknowledge the fact that all men are free and labor honorable, 
who have faith in the integrity and ability of the people, if untram- 
meled by law, to reach resumption through prosperity born of honest 
toil, to all such I appre to aid in removing from the statute-book 
a ee by means of which labor and enterprise have suffered quite 
enon . 
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Mr. HART. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
GOLD COIN AND BULLION IN THE TREASURY, 


8 the motion to adjourn, 


The SPE by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 
ter from the of the Treasury, transmitting a communication 
from the Treasurer of the United States containing information called 
for by House resolution of the 6th instant in relation to gold coin 
and gold bullion, &c., in the ; Which was referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

f OSAGE INDIANS, 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, in answer to a House reso- 
lution of the 9th instant relating to the commission sent to the 
Indians; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


* WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of California, by unanimous consent, 
leave was granted for the withdrawal from the files of the House of 
the . in the case of J. H. Merrill, no adverse report 

©. 


having been 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. POLLARD asked and obtained leave of absence for ten days, 
on account of urgent business. 


MODIFICATION OF AN AMENDMENT. 


Mr. HUBBELL. I desire to make a further modification of my 
amendment now pending to the resumption bill. 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows : 
. tome eae ma “duties on imports or other,” and insert the word 
Mr. HART. I withdraw my motion to adjourn, ` 
AMENDMENT OF THE RULES, 


Mr. REAGAN, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the Rules: 
That the Committee on the Rules be directed to take into consideration 
the following rules of tho House of Representatives, to wit: Rule 79, which relates 
to the business which may be referred to an4 considered by the Committee on Com- 
merce; Rule $4, which relates to the business which may be referred to and con- 
sidered by the Committee on Railways and Canals; and tho resolution which 
relates to the business which may be referred to and considered by the Committee 
on the n Levees; and that the Committee on the Rules consider whether 
there is a ct between said rules, and, if necessary, that said rules be revised 
so that there shall be no conflict between them. 


SWEARING IN OF THE CHAPLAIN. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the Chaplain-elect 
is present, and if he will come forward the Chair will administer to 
him the oath of office, 

Rey. W. P. Harrison, the Chaplain-elect, appeared and took the 
oath prescribed by law. 5 71 

Mr. DURHAM. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. EWING. Will the gentleman pen to me for a moment ? 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order 

The SPEAKER. When a motion is made to adjourn and the regu- 
lar order is asked for, the gentleman who makes the motion to ad- 


journ has no right to yield. 


The question was on Mr, DuRHAM’s motion; and it was agreed 
to. 


And accordingly (at four o’clock and twenty-five minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Henry J. Drysdle, to have the 
charge of desertion removed from his military record—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Captain W. J. Lyster, to be reimbursed for 
the loss of personal property destroyed by fire at Camp Supply, In- 
dian Territory, on July 1, 1877—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Michael Colloty for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of Elias C. Boudinot, of the 
Cherokee Nation of Indians, for relief—to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: Papers relating to the Saint James Mission 
T nt—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Iowa: Papers relating to the petition of Jona- 
than Roberts for a ion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

By Mr. CRAVENS: Papers relating to the claim of Bishop E. Fitz- 
gerald for property taken by the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 2 

By Mr. CULBERSON: The petitionof 8. J. Davenport, for pay for 
services rendered as a fireman, engineer’s department, House of Repre- 
sentatives, during the months of January, February, and March, 
1877—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Papers relating to the claim of G. Alfred Hall for 
commissions on sales of confiscated property in New Orleans—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FENN: A paper relating to tho, establishment of a post- 
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route from Lewiston, Idaho Territory, to Wallowa, Oregon—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. FINLEY: A r relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Ashland to in, Ohio—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GUNTER: Papers relating to the claim of Pryor N. Lea 
for rescuing three United States soldiers from a sand bank in the 
Mississippi River and for caring for them during their sickness—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of P. H. Hoof for 
property taken by and furnished to United States troops—to the 
same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Valorous G. Austin, of similar 
import—to the same committee. 

y Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Alexander Ray, of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, to be refunded certain taxes erroneously 
eee collected of him to the Committee for the District of 

umbia. 

By Mr. KNOTT: Tho petition of John J. Elliott and 5 others, late 
United States soldiers, for pay for horses lost in the military service— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. LEONARD: Papers relating to the claim of John Orsborne 
for property taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By . LOCKWOOD: The petition of 500 citizens of Western New 

York, for the repeal of the national-banking act, the resumption act, 

and 235 o greenbacks a legal tender to the Committee on Bank- 
and Currene 


in 8 

y Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of D. B. Woolf and others, of 
California, for the establishment of 8 banks to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post- 

By Mr. MANNING: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route from Senatobia by way of Hillsdale to Longtown, Missis- 
sippi—to the same committee. 

y Mr. MCKENZIE: The petition of J. Clark, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. POLLARD: The petition of Daniel A. Martin, for a pen- 
sion—to the same committee. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of John Thomas, for a pension—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr REILLY: Two petitions of citizens of Schnylkill County, 
Pennsylvania, for the repeal of the resumption act—to the Commit- 
tee on Dakine Ae Currency. 

By Mr. RYAN : Papers relating to the claim of David Morrow for 

N e destroyed by United States troops—to the Committee of 
aims, 


Also, three petitions from 242 citizens of Kansas, respecting the 
disposition of the lands known as the Sac and Fox dimin res- 
ervation—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: Papers relating to the claim of Thomas 
Kearney for losses sustained while in the revenue service of the 
United States—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, relating to the claim of Duncan, Reddington & Co. for 
Indian depredations—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. SINNICKSON: The 3 of William H. Warner, for a 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to tho claim of Albert Fuller for 
ee of a patent by the United States—to the Committee on 

a 

Also, papers relating to the application of Moses Marshal for an 
wip corp of a paons. ona det resp Pen EA 8 ogie 3 

80, a paper relatin nting C. W. Hu a pen- 
sion—to the Committe on Invalid 8 $ £ 5 

By Mr. WALSH: be pre — to the claim of Robert Warner 
for merge | the United States mail—to the Committee of Claims. 
Tiat Kc Bamges dor-shevioen reuriersd es Usised Boston dopneliary aa 

enry K. ‘or services ered as i at 
8 iichigan—to the . committee. aus 

y Mr. : Papers relating to the survey of the port of Mem- 
phis, Tennessee—to the Committee on Commerce. 


IN SENATE, 


FRIDAY, November 16, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. INGALLS, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

Mr. HOAR. I present the remonstrance of the Worcester County 
Institution for Savings, and other banking institutions established 
in Worcester County, achusetts, against the of the silver 
bill. These institutions are places of deposit of the savings of the 
working classes for themselves, their widows, and orphans to a very 
large amount, and their funds are, to a very great extent, invested 


in the bonds of the Government. They remonstrate against the pas- 
sage of a bill which, in their ju ent, would amount to a repudia- 
tion of from 7 to 10 per cent. of the indebtedness of the Government 
to them—the ed silver bill. I move the reference of the me · 
morial to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. Ihave a like remonstrance from eight savings banks 
of the city of Boston against the passage of the silver bill, and in ad- 
dition to what my e has stated they represent that there 
are $215,000,000 of the savings of the laborers of Massachusetts de- 
posited in these banks. 


I also A iint the remonstrance of the Sixth National Bank, of the 
city of Salem, against the of the same measure for the same 
reason. I move the reference of these memorials to the Committee 
on Finance, 

The motion was to. 

Mr. ARMSTRON 


i tg pra a a the 3 
nt praying for the passage of a law 
granting pensions to the survivors of the Mexican war; which was 
referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the memorial of Joseph Calm & Co., and others, 
citizens and business men of Kansas City, Missouri, in favor of an 
amendment of the bankrupt law, and remonstrating against the re- 

thereof; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petition of Lydia T. Haddock, of 
Fairfield, in the State of Connecticut, who represents that she is the 
administratrix of her husband, now deceased, Mr. E. C. Haddock, 
formerly of Pilatka, in the State of Florida. She sets forth in sub- 
stance that he was the proprietor of certain property in Pilatka, 
Florida, when the rebellion broke out, and, on account of his adher- 
ence to the Union, his property was destroyed and he was driven out, 
and that he went back there after the war and died. She asks that 
compensation may be made for the losses they sustained in conse- 
quence of the circumstances that are set forth. I move that the peti- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GORDON. I present the petition of Mrs. Eliza E. Hebert, of 
Iberville Parish, Louisiana, praying compensation for property taken 
by the United States troops during the late war. I present this peti- 

on by request. I know nothing in the world about the case. I 
make this statement because once or twice when I said I presented 
papers by request it was not so stated. I move the reference of this 
petition to the Committee on Claims. 


The motion was to. 
petition of Asa Faulkner and others, 


Mexican Veterans of 


Mr. McCREERY presented the 
of Tennessee, praying compensation for the value of a cotton factory 
and materials destroyed by military order; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. INGALLS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 225) to repeal an act entitled “An act for the 


relief of Nancy 8. Ledford,” approved March 3, 1871, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon ; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


He er BN 555 ree 5755 ey to whoni wa 2 the 
memorial o; ry Jane e, of Kansas, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion on account of the services of her Fosband, Jesse F. Pyle, late 
corporal of Company D, Eleventh Regiment, Kansas Cavalry Volun- 
teers, in the late war, submitted an adverse report thereon ; which 
was ordered to be printed, and the committee were discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr, COCKRELL asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 308) for the reliefof Joseph N. Lewis; which 
was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers on the files 
relating to the case, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimons consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 309) fixing the salaries of 
the judges of the district courts of the United States; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. I wish to introduce a bill, by request, for the 
relief of John H. Russell. I wish to state that it has reference to the 
Hot Springs reservation,in Arkansas, I have not examined the case 
sufficiently to say whether I shall support or oppose the bill. I wish 
to have it referred to the proper committee, which, I think, is the 
Committee on Private Land Claims; but I notice that a similar bill 
was referred at the last session in the House to the Committee on 
Public Lands. My own impression is that it ought to go to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill G 
No. 310) for the relief of John H. Russell; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 311) to fully pay the dam- 

due to William Wheeler Hubbell; which was 0 0 twice by its 
title, and, together with the papers on the files relating to the case, 
referred to the Committee ou Military Affairs. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
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Robert Coles, I know nothing of the merits of the bill, and intro- 
duce it by request merely. I ask its reference to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 312) for the relief of Robert Coles; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No, 313) to repeal an act authorizing the coin 
of a twenty-cent piece of silver; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DENNIS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 314) for the relief of John R. Bond; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 


CHANGE OF NAME OF A VESSEL. 


Mr. CONKLING. I am instructed by the Committee on Commerce 
to report a bill permitting the name of a vessel to be changed. Those 
concerned are very much interested in apt | it acted upon at once. 
I have in my hand papers showing that all 
pavoj been complied with. I ask the Senate to take it up and put it 
on i 

By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 315) authorizing the change 
of the name of the ship Samuel G. Reed was read three times, and 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr. HEREFORD. I desire to ask for an order, and before doing 
80, not desiring to violate the spirit of the fifty-eighth rule, T ask the 
ere the Chair upon it. The fifty-eighth rule provides 

1— 


claim is presented to the Senate and referred to a committee, and 
th ‘ht not to be allowed, and the report shall 
not be in order to move to take the 


Senate bill No. 477 of the last Congress, to reimburse the loyal 
owners of the steamer Planter for the sale of that vessel by the Gov- 
concn vee referred to the Committee on Claims at a previous ses- 
sion. ere Was an adverse re upon it. That adverse report 
was confirmed by the action of the Senate. I now desire, if it be not 
contrary to the rule which I have read, to ask for an order withdraw- 
ing she papera entirely from the files of the Senate, the object being 
5 introduce the bill into the House of Representatives by those in- 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks that that may be done 
under the 5 2 9 a rule, leaving copies with the l 

Mr. RD. I will ask, then, for that order, upon leaving 


copies. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be entered. 
On motion of Mr. WADLEIGH, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Moses Marshall and the accompanying papers 

bok fm she en a reer ᷣͤ⁰ pa Pate 
accom 

taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Patents. 2 


On motion of Mr. COCKRELL, it was 
takon from the files nd referred to the Commities oa Military Affairs: Se 
On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 
bre i raat ea ae Ps 
Alabama, be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, it was 


Ordered, at A sae oe Reiner F. Wood be taken from the files and referred 
to the Committee on 


On motion of Mr. COKE, it was 
` Ordered, That thi in th of Henry Volcker, concernin 
tract of land in New Erith be Cina Onh Brae the Aia ar ts heme ee i 
SEIZURE OF LUMBER AND TIMBER, 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. I offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Attorney-Gereral and the Gooretary of the Interior be, and 
they are hereby, directed to communicate to the Senate instructions given to 


the ts and marshals of the United States in the States of 
and ppi, touching the seizure of logs, lumber, and naval stores 
of having been taken from the public lands of the United States; whether or not, 
under the orders given to said its and la ounts of 
ion of citizens of the United States, held under claim of valid title, have 
seized “ without warrant. supported by or y 
describing the things to be seized.” 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Is t to the Senator who introduced the res- 
olution that it may be a little too broad. Of course, any specific ex- 
ecutive order about a matter of that kind there could probably be no 
objection to having made public, but it may happen that in these 
letters of instruction circumstances and evidence, &c., are set forth 
respecting the detection and discovery of what is said to be timber- 
stealing, which it would be injurious to the public interest and inju- 
rious to the fair administration of justice to make public at this par- 
ticular time. Therefore I move that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary for inquiry. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, object of the resolution, as will be seen 


e regulations required | Jet 


by reading it, is merely one of inquiry. I have had my attention 
drawn lately to the operations of some of the officers in the States 
named in the resolution touching large and, as I think, illegal seizures of 
property of private citizens of the United States without warrant. The 
Constitution particularly prescribes what shall be done, that the people 
shall be “ secure in their houses, papers, and effects against 
unreasonable searches an seizures,” and that all warrants shall be 
“supported by oath or affirmation.” The object of this resolution is 
to ascertain whether any seizures have been made by the agents and 
marshals of the Government in violation of the Constitution and under 
the instructions given by the officers named in it. 

I hold in my hand a description of what has been going on down 
there lately. I will say here that I have no objection whatever to 
the Government securing its rights to the timber on public lands. It 
is the disposition of all citizens in my section of the country to have 
the pable timber protected. The other day the Board of Trade of 
the City of pe were called together to take notice of these pro- 

ani 
t 


Whereas the recent seizure of all logs and timber at the Pascagonla Mills 
ps 1 the United States Government has entirely s: ed 
usiness iaso pelnts t the ‘aerious lave and damage of tho lumber terest of 
B plowed greeted ‚— K XK 


and at Pensacola; and whereas the mode of procedure on the of the officers 
ting the Government is totally unnecessary, 9 not according 


will read one or two of their resolutions on the sub- 


wide-spread financial ruin, not only on manufacturers and ees of lumber an 
branch of business of which depends, 


This is a description of what occurred, as I am credibly informed, 
at Pascagoula: 

‘Vessels loading in this port for foreign markets have been ordered to disc 
their ; improvements of all kinds have been stopped; milla shut down; 
keepers have been placed over the commodities seized ; sentinels placed on the 

across Biloxi Bay, charged with preventing the egress of any ves- 
J KT 
a or, e w © Ty 
Seven nk This is effectually declaring the southern — of Miasissi — 

and inhibiting commerce of all kinds, for the like action 

been taken at Moss Point. The area over which the seizures are being made em- 
braces a district of country about seventy miles long and two hundred miles deep, 
and contains a of about twenty thousand inhabitants, directly depens: 
ent upon the annihilated for their daily support. Two days hence, five 
thousand women and children will want bread and meat, and be confronted with 
8 

It was in view of these facts that I introduced this resolution, in 
order to ascertain whether the Government was proceeding to secure 
its rights to the public domain in a reasonable and proper way. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope my friend from Florida does not suppose 
that I di with him as to the impropriety of unreasonable 
searches and illegal seizures. I have been long endeavoring to gpro: 
tect private rights by legislation and by inquiry, inevery part of the 
United States and at some times in that part of the United States 
from which my honorable friend comes. Ihave not lessened in my 
zeal in that respect at all. The only point I wished to suggest to 
him and upon which I thought this ought to be sent to the Law Com- 
mittee of Senate for examination was the very first clause of tbe 
resolution, which calls for all the instructions that have been given 
to the agents and marshals of the United States by the Executive. 
JFF 

ow, as I sai ‘ore, ently happens—and for aught we 
know it may happen in this instance—that perfectly correct and 
proper instructions contain in them or have attached to them state- 
ments of evidence and grounds of suspicion, and so on, 5 tho 
rights of the United States and the illegality of the conduct of the 
people who are to be prosecuted that it is not right should be com- 
municated to those people. I remember we had this very question 
np only a couple of years ago or so, touching certain whisky seizures 
in a western or northwestern State, where it was proposed in this way 
to obtain from the Secretary of the Treasury a report of all the in- 
structions, &c., that had been given by him to the collectors of inter- 
nal revenue and the marshals and district attorneys that have to do 
with that sort of business; and on a suggestion being made that it 
was not proper and right, without an inquiry to see how it would 
affect the interest of the United States, to turn over in advance to 
the possession of the accused ies all the evidence and all the 
grounds of suspicion that the United States had, everybody acqui- 
esced in the propriety of that suggestion at once, and the matter was 


dro 

TP Bas friend thinks there is any ground for inquiry at all, I do not 
object to have that part of it which relates to anything that has been 
done answered, and answered immediately. If my friend is willing 
to strike out the first part of the resolution, a call for all the instruc- 
tions that have been given, which amounts to all the correspondence 
there is on the subject, I have no objection to the rest of it. Itis per- 
fectly correct for aught I see, because it relates merely to the public 
acts of officers of the United States, about which, of course, there 
should be no privacy ; but when it comes to the preceding steps of the 
Department in its correspondence and instructions to its officers, then 
you run the risk (and you cannot tell how great the risk is or how 
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small) of doing a great injury tothe causeof justice and to the Treasury 
of the United States by publishing thatsort of thing in this 8 
the controversy. Isuggest this to my friend from Florida, who, I think, 
will feel the force of -it as much as I do, if he thinks of it a moment. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. I should like to ask the Senator from Florida to 
make the inquiry a little broader so as to include all other States and 
Territories. i 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. I accept that amendment. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the motion 
to refer the resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary. s 
Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Senator who offers the resolution 
whether there is any objection in his view to addressing it, not as an 
instruction to the heads of those two Departments, but to the Pres- 
ident as a uest in the usual form, leaving him to say whether 
iving us the information is or is not incompatible with the public 
. If the Senator does that, it will avoid the objection. 
Mr. JONES. I accept that suggestion. 
Mr. CONKLING, en I venture to suggest that the phraseology 
of the resolution be changed thns: 
t the President bo requested, if in his not incom with the pub- 
1 wha to inform 8 ae e k 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. - It will be so modified, by the consent of 
the Senator from Florida; and, as thus modified, the question is on 
the resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If there be no farther mornin 


business, I ask that the resolution submitted by me on the 18t 
ultimo be now taken up. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution called up by the Senator 
from West Virginia will be read for the information of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

‘Whereas there appear to be material differences, alterations, and discrepanci 
in the official rakes of the Treas: ee as to the anneal expend 
itures, receipts of the t, and ablic debt, and particularly in the 

of 1805 to 1872 inclusive, which discrepancies, changes, and 

al involve many millions of and no explanation appears in said 
reports for the same: 

it the finance 


That a committee of five be appointed to in 
of the Treasut 


reports, books, and accounts u with refer- 
e ee es, an . und figures that have 
in statements expenditures of the 


take testimony, to employ steno; 
deem necessary, and leave to sit d 
expenses attending this investigation shall be paid out of the contingent fund of 
the Senate- upon vouchers approved by the committee. 

Mr. MORRILL. I offer the following as a substitute; which I 
hope the Senator from West Virginia will accept: 
books, 

partment, particularly the reports of 1869 to 1 

whether or not pi hreinir os ey discre stig 
and, also, whether or not any alterations in amounts or 
and report the facts to the Senate; and that said commi 


I will merely say to the Senator from West Virginia that this sub- 
stitute proceeds upon the ground that there should be an inquiry, 
but does not assume the fact that there have been such alterations as 
seem to be alleged in his resolution, and it also ‘confines the number 
of the committee to three instead of five. I think this will be amply 
sufficient, because we have one report already made to the Senate on 
this subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask the Senate to suspend judg- 
ment as to the propristy of the two resolutions until such time 
as I shall submit the brief remarks that I propose to make to the 
Senate. Then if the Senator from Vermont still insists upon his 
substitute, which I hope he will not, for it will in some degree stifle 
the object of my resolution, the question will be for the Senate to 
decide. Icannot accept the resolution he offers as a substitute for 
mine, because it does not cover the whole ground. 

Mr. President, to do this muljess justice and point ont all the 
changes and alterations in the finance reports if would require per- 
haps several hours; but inasmuch as the subject has been discussed 
heretofore in the Senate by several Senators, including myself, I will 
be brief, probably not occupying the attention of the Senate more 
than forty or fifty minutes. 

It will be remembered that at the first session of the last Congress 
I introduced a similar resolution, which, after debate, by a party vote 
was amended so that instead of a special committee asked for, the 
Finance Committee of the Senate was substituted. The objections 
urged at the time to Ampong this duty on the Finance Committee 
were that it was al y overburdened with labor and could not 
satisfactorily perform the duty. Indeed, some of the members of the 
committee during the debate stated as much. 

Having introduced the resolution, I protested that if referred to 
the Finance Committee it would in a great measure fail of the pur- 
pose for which it was introduced; and I confess when the amend- 
ment prevailed I lost much of the interest I had in the matter, be- 
cause J felt that it was impossible for any of the regular committees 


of the Senate to make the investigation required and at the same 
time attend to the ordinary Senate committee work, and subsequent 
events show that I was right. I concluded, therefore, to renew the 
resolution at the first opportunity during the present session, and ask 
for a special committee. 

Te t ee on 3 oatha eve of the late 
po campaign it was su some its purpose was 
merely to elicit information that might be of service Ta the great 
contest then P A aSo 2 but such was not its purpose. I was then, 
as I am now, fully convinced there had been unauthorized and im- 

roper changes made in the official finance reports and records of the 
Department, and that these changes were made between 

1869 and 1871, and extend back and cover a period of more than 
thirty years; that by some strange procedure on the part of the offi- 
cers of the Department, and for some p which I can- 
not E 1869 and 1871 figures and amounts in the 
official annual finance reports regularly made by former Secretaries 
and i of the Treasury, after they had stood in some instances 
undistarbed and unimpeached for more than a quarter of a century, 
being acted, relied upon, and accepted as true and official records of 
the finaneial operations of the Government, have been without ex- 
are and certainly without authority, changed and altered, and 
ifferent figures and amounts inserted. Particularly was this the case 
in the statements of the public debt expenditures and receipts of 
the Government. These changes in the aggregate involve many 


ively a i agen ad A important facts, and I beli 
very one wi ese are impo acts, an eve 
it is due to the Senate and the country to know how, for what pur- 

, and by whom these changes and alterations were made. Cer- 
tainly the country is conce to have a full explanation. If these 
changes were made in the public interest or against it, the facts 
15 10 5 to mak extended t, but to submit 

not my purpose oan nded argumen submi 

figures and facts drawn from the official finance reports, All the 
figures and facts stated or used by me are taken from the annual 
official statements to e made by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. AndIam ready willing to make good every figure used, 
If any Senator can throw light upon or correct what I am about to 
state, let him stop me and do so. 

From the great abundance of instances showing differences, changes, 
and alterations in the official finance reports, I cite the following, re- 
lating to the 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

The annual statement of the public debt from 1835 to 1871, as ap- 
pears in the finance reports for 1869 and previous reports, and 1871 
and subsequent reports, shows the difference in each year and the 
total difference between the two reports, (see pages 12 and 368, 
finance report for 1871, and page 317, finance report for 1869 :) 


Reports of 1 
and previ 
years. 

Reporta of 1871 

and subsequent 
years. 
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appear in all finance reports since 1871. 
and alterations made in the finance re- 
port for 1871 as to the public debt for the years from 1835 to 1870 in- 
clusive increase it in e during this Bastet tee ne 

Since the formation of the Government the of the Treas- 
ury, the official book-keeper of the De t, has made as 
required by law an annual statement of the public debt. Up to 1870 
his reports substantially agree; but in 1871 this officer makes his 
usual statement of what the public debt was during each year from 
the beginning of the Government, and we find, without explanation, 
that 5 with the year 1835 it entirely differs from the re 
he made in 1869 from all former reports and increases the public debt 
in the gate the enormous sum above stated; and it can be es- 
tablis y tive proof that the Register did not restate his ac- 
counts from the data in his office, the only propa source, but, with- 
out any reference to them whatever, made the public-debt statement 
referred to, under directions from the Secretary of the Treasury and 
according to a statement furnished, which changed former public- 
debt statements as far back as 1835 in the manner and to the extent 
above stated. 

Again, by comparing the public-debt statements found in the re- 
port for 1870 (page 276) and 1871 (pages 368, 369) we find large differ- 


ences commencing with the year And although these changes 
extend as far back as 1835, yet the ign increase, indeed almost 
all of it, was from 1862 to 1870, as following table will show : 


Report for 1870, 


2 
ig 
23 8 


BEBE 


1, 
1, 
2, 
2, 
2, 692, 199, 
2 
2, 
2 


2 EEE 


Now, it is a matter of importance to know, and it should be fully 
explained, why it was that the Secretary of the Treasury in 1870-71 
8 and ee statement a pabio dont ao saad 
ments y made in former years, partic: y why or how 
in 1871 he could go back a of ten years or more jot change 
the public debt + a given year, largely increasing it, after it had 
been officially stated, reported, and s on the books at a fixed and 


certain amount, as the following table will show he did in a number 
of years: 


Public debt, stat- 
ed in for 


It will be borne in mind that in the year 1862 and each of the years 
up to 1870 the public debt was reported and stood on the books of 
the Tre: Department just as stated by the Register in the finance 
report for 1870; yet in 1871 the Secretary changes these amounts by 
. ly in each year. 

Again the statements made by the 5 of the Treasury in the 
annual finance reports and in the monthly debt statements, as also 
those made by the Register of the Treasury, for a given year, often 
differ ially from each other. For instance, take the year 1869: 
Finance report for 1869, page es! BALES SUE 33 82, 656, 603, 955 73 
Monthly debt statement, July 1, 1869 . 2, 643, 170, 294 16 
Finance report, 1870, (June 30, 1869, page 25. . . . . 2, 588, 452, 213 94 
Finance report, 1870, (by the Register,) page 276.. 2, 489, 002, 480 58 

From this comparison it is impossible for any one to know what the 
public debt was for 1869; and yet there is no explanation for this 
difference, although it varies from eleven to one hundred and sixty 
millions of dollars. 

Again the Register, at 317, finance re 

ey 1869, states the public debt for that Sar 
The Secretary, at page 25, finance report for 1870, 

and page 13, report for 1871, states the public 

debt for the year 1870 to be 


$2, 489, 002, 480 58 


2, 480, 672, 427 81 


The difference between these sums ought to show 
the decrease of the public debt for 1870, which 


8, 330, 052 77 


Amonnt t forward. EI $8, 330, 052 77 
But the monthly debt statements for the year 1870, 
state the decrease of the public debt for that 
FORT was „666444 102, 643, 880 84 
Making a difference between the finance reports 
and monthly statements of..................-- 94, 313, 828 07 


Now, up to 1869 the Pacific Railroad debt was car- 

ried as part of the public debt, but in 1870 it 

was taken from the public debt and stated as 

the debt of the Pacific Railroad, amounting at 

that time, which was only an apparent and not 

POA) TOGNCUON, OL. o O R nase 58, 638, 320 00 
If from this amount we subtract the real decrease 


as shown above.. Shbavnestiocnas 8, 330, 052 77 
It would appear that the public debt for 1870 wes 

eee — — cocncecccen cones N a 50, 308, 267 23 
And not decreased, as set forth in tho monthly debt ` 

6 sos howd : E AT 102, 643, 880 84 

The public debt for a given is susceptible of being accurately 


determined and stated; and when once determined and stated to be 
a certain sum, it should remain for all time, not. subject to change 
by succeeding officers of the T: 2 

In connection with these differences, changes, and discrepancies, I 
wish to state a remarkable fact, that the nee reports, in their 
annual statements of the public debt, expenditures, and revenue, all 
substantially agree, from the beginning of the Government up to 
and including the year 1869, and from 1872 until the present year. 
In the finance report for 1870 the new table of the Secretary first 
8 in Which these and other great changes were made. Now 


LOANS AND TREASURY NOTES. 

Under this head I call the attention of the Senate to the great dif- 
ference in the finance re as to what ser were for the year 
1863. They are stated differently in four annual reports, as follows: 


differ for the same year from twenty to more than 
ms of dollars; and who can tell which is correct? 
EXPENDITURES. 
The various finance reports differ widely as to the annual expend- 
itures of the Government, as the following table will show: 


These 
ninety 


re 
1870 over 
1869, 


uent re- 
ports increase the ditures over the report for 1869 and former 
reports from three to four millions of dollars. 

he finance re for 1871 in its statements of the annual ex- 


And, what is remarkable, the reports for 1870 and su 


penditures materially increases them as stated in the report of 1869 
and previous reports, as the following table will show : 


Increase in expenditures in report of 1871 as compared with report of 1869, 


$104, 546 10 
2, 075, 706 35 
678 17 


$6, 015, 810 99 
7, 061,949 12 
2. 412,991 19 

TST 99 


G —Lmw. . —˙•k4k44k4õ4õõk4ũõt „4: „ͤ ũ5ũ3wU . 


15, 590, 529 20 


— “ — H 


—ꝗ—U—— ũ . 4433—½Z½wou jj 


Again, the Pension Bureau on the 25th day of July, 1876, furnished 
an official statement from its books that from 1860 to 1870, inclusive, 


| 


1877. 
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there were paid for Army and Navy pensions $129,391,228.38, while 
the Secretary of the in the finance for 1870 states 


report 
the pension expenditures for the same period at $142,540,493.44, which 
is an increase of $13,149,265.06, as the following table will show: 
Statement showing the total amount paid in each fiscal year for Army and 
Navy pensions, as per finance mpri Jor 1870 and letter of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions of July 25, 1876. 


From letter of 
Commis- 
sioner of 
Pensions. 


8338288 
28S aA 


a 
— 
— 


— — 


II EER R 
288888888855 


Letter of Commissioner of Pensions, Jul reese 199, 01,208 8 419 
Decrease z J i: 405, 154 83 


Difference or increase in Secretary's table... 13, 149, 265 06 13, 149, 265 06 

Many more instances might be cited, but these are deemed sufficient 

to show that the finance reports do not agree as to the expenditures 
or debt of the Government for the same year. 

REVENUE COLLECTED. 

rts agree as to what amount of revenue has been 

years; and what is most remarkable in this case, 

cité in the re: increasing the revenue as 

ame debt and expenditures, they decrease it, as the 

WS: 


Nor do the 
collected for v: 


instead of the changes I 
they do the 
following tab 


$31, 867, 450 66 $31, 865, 561 16 $1, 889 50 
27, 947, 142 19 27, 883, 853 84 63, 288 35 

35, 340, 025 82 33, 881,242 89 | 1,458,782 93 

25, 069, 662 84 25, 032, 193 59 N. 400 25 

55, 401, 804 58 55, 338, 168 52 63, 636 06 

57, 006, 889 65 56, 992, 479 21 14, 410 44 

47, 669, 766 75 47, 649. 3°8 88 20,377 87 

61, 803, 404 58 61, 500, 102 81 303, 301 77 

81, 773, 965 64 81, 758, 557 30 15,408 34 

-| 889, 379, 652 52 889, 373, 652 51 6, 000 01 
-| 1, 805, 939, 945 93 1. 805, 933, 250 82 6,695 11 
1, 270, 884, 173 11 | 1, 270, 712, 078 82 172, 094 29 
Total decrease in report of 187122222222 . 2, 163, 353 92 


There are other changes and many large differences between the 
Secretary’s, Treasurer’s, and Register’s reports relating to currency, 
bond, loan, and interest accounts which I have not referred to, leav- 
ing them to the committee, if appointed. 

n view of the facts I have stated and figures cited, all drawn from 
the official finance reports, showing differences, chan and altera- 
tions involving hundreds of millions of dollars, and this without 
explanation, I will not permit myself to doubt that the Senate will 
readily agree to have the whole matter thoroughly investigated and 
understood ; and in my opinion this can be done by s special 
ere empowered as provided in the resolution now before the 

nate. 

To my mind it is a matter of great moment, demanding serious 
consideration, and concerns not one political party more than another, 
but the whole country, because the official reports of the financial 
operations of the Government ought to correctly show what they 
are and have been; ought to be certain and positive, and when once 
made should not be su to chango or alteration, and if any person 
or persons, officer or officers, have from good or bad motives or from 
any consideration assumed the power to make changes and alterations 
in the finance reports, as has certainly been done and without au- 
thority, it belongs to and is the duty of Congress to know the reasons. 

Why, Mr. President, you or the Secretary of State would have the 
same right to change a law on the statute book as the Secretary of 
the Treasury has to 8 and alter the finance reports after they 
ha ve once been made to Congress. 

In presenting this resolution, as with the one at the last Congress, 
it is not my intention to reflect upon any party or upon the past or 

resent officials of the Treasury Department; but my test desire 
now as it was then, that all of the facts in connection with these 
changes and differences might be made to fully appear. Now that 


the country is comparatively free from political excitement, it seems 
an opportune time to investigate this whole subject, elicit all the 
truth, and Jet in all the light possible. 

It may be claimed that the Finance Committee of the Senate at 
the last session of Co investigated and re upon this sub- 
ject. Iadmit the question was referred to that committee for report, 
and a report was made; but it is a well-known fact that, as was pre- 
dicted when the resolution was referred, it did not have the time to 
make a proper investigation. 

committee as such made no inv tion or examination what- 
ever of the books, accounts, or records of the Treasury Department. 
Neither did they individually, except the chairman, (and he only once 
= Serine. as a committee ever visit the Treasury Department on 

e subjec 

The matter was referred to the chairman of the Finance Committee, 
now the of the , and the distinguished Senator 
from New York, [Mr. KERNAN, ] both of whom have stated in the Sen- 
ate that they made no personal examination and could not make any 
for want of time. The resolution was referred by them to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and the Treasury officials made an ex state- 
ment or defense by way of explanation of some of the changes and 
alterations pointed out by my: which statement was embodied in 
. the committee, this was the extent of the investi- 
gation. 

The report is im t, however, in this: it makes certain admis- 
sions upon this subject, some of which I cite as a further reason why 
this resolution should pass. On page 9 of the report, the committee, 
after speaking of the examination of the public debt from the year 
1836, quoting from the finance report of 1571, say: 


A part of the differences has arisen from a want of knowledge and care on the 
of clerks in stating loan accounts, but much the proportion 
occurred from want of a unity, system, and proper method in accounts as 

heretofore kept in the Department. 


11111 ia eir report a letter from the 
cting retary o Treasury, in which, after speaking of the 
discrepancies that exist in the finance — 9 says: : 

The; from of book- hich defective and which 
ee 8 keeping w was ve w has 
On page 13 of the report the Secretary, in this same letter, says: 
Some of the discrepancies referred to have actually existed for years, 
fact commencing with somo of the accounts of tho — issued by the Gov: 

. into the subject was begun, and 
Learn ere ent the published statements as the result of exami- 


Further on, under the head of public debt, he says: 
In 1871 this account was restated from 1836 from the receipts and expenditures. 
And he also says: 

fda ge eon ca 8 waa directed te state his ac- 


accordingly. 
On page 16 of the report Secretary Bristow, in this same letter, 


says: 

The 1869 was the of Secretary Boutwell's administration, who remod- 
eled the debt statement. = 

Here we have several admissions, both from Secretary Bristow and 
the Finance Committee, that alterations and changes were made, 
and that the public debt statement was “ remodeled.” Now, the busi- 
ness of the special committe, if appointed, will be to ascertain why 
they were made and to what extent. 

In my investigations I have been confined to the reports as made to 
Con I have not had the opportunity of looking into the books 
of the Treasury Department or getting aid from the officials; and I 
submit, from the examination I have been able to make, if so many 
discrepancies and alterations appear, what may we not expect froma 
committee with full authority to examine the reports before they are 
made to Con as also the books and accounts of the eee 

The facts and figures which I have given, all taken from the official 
rts, clearly establish— 
irst. That differences, changes, and alterations, involving millions 
of dollars, have been made in the annual finance reports after being 
officially made to Congress. 

Second. That Ex-Secretary Bristow and the Finance Committee 
admit that they were made between the years 1869 and 1871, with- 
out explanation and without authority, and the reasons for making 
them ought to be known. 

Third. That the annual finance reports to Con substantially 
agree, up to and including the year 1869 and from 1871 to the present, 
as to the public debt, expenditures, and receipts of the Government, 
but between these years differ widely. 

Fourth. That in 1870 the Register of the Treasury was directed to 
restate the public debt and expenditures from the year 1835 to 1870 
according to a statement sent him from the Secretary’s Office, and not 
according to the data or books in his office. 2 

Fifth. That, between the years 1869 and 1871, the Secretary’s new 
tables stating and “remodeling” the publie debt and expenditures of 
the Government first appear in the finance reports, which makes these 
changes and alterations and increase the public debt and expenditure 
more than a hundred million dollars. 

Now, Mr. President, I ask that the resolution which I have intro- 
duced be passed as it has been presented. : 


re 
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Mr. BECK, rmit me to 


I desire to ask the Senator if he will 
offer an amendment and to make an explanation of it for about five 
minutes. If it embarrasses his resolution, I will withdraw it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will listen with pleasure. 

Mr. BECK. My amendment is this: 


walks. roused be 26 78 Troer 8 S — 

of the wo 
the Ants of one of which shail be to of the 
revenues 


r gett swear 
ee wert nee inh, eee ; and the duties of the 
the disbursement of the revenue collected and held by the 
other. If the committes determine to id Depart- 
ment, they may report a bill for that purpose. 


such division of sai 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That will be ed as an amendment 
offered to the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Mor- 
RILL,] which is now pending. 
Mr. BECK. I want simp 


2 say that I wish the committee in- 
vestigating this matter, if irre 


gularities complained of exist, to 
determine what is the best way in which to remedy them. I believe, 
having had some experience in these matters in the other House, that 
the Treasury De nt as now organized is so unwieldy that no 
man, however able or however anxious he may be to do all that in 
him lies to promote the public interest, can even understand what is 
going on in his own nt. This was frequently made obvious 
to the Committee of Ways and Means of the House and to the House 
Committee on Appropriations when I was there, from the fact that 
very often they were unable to understand recommendations that ap- 
to come from the Treasury Department, and when they sent 
or the Secretary of the Treasury to explain them, they were told by 
the Secretary that he himself only knew what was reported to him 
by some of his subordinates, and was wholly unable to give the time 
necessary to acquire 8 in formation even as to the operation 
= ogaao many of the bureaus and important div 
ent. 

I believe the time has come for a division of the De 
as it became necessary ago to divide the Committee of Ways 
and Means in the House. That committee used to be able to attend 
to all the duties of the Ways and Means, of Commerce, and of Appro- 
priations; but it had to be divided because of the impossibility of 
any body of men attending to the duties now maces of these vari- 
ous committees. So the time has come for the ury Department 
to be divided so that one secretary, call him by what name you may, the 
secretary of finance or anything else, shall be confined to attending 
to the collection of the revenue from customs, from internal revenue, 
and from all other sources, to construing the revenue laws, and super- 
vising and regulating the public officers engaged in the collection of 
the revenues. I repeat that the ablest man in the country with the 


ons of 


ent, just 


ablest corps of assistants will find that he will have as much as it is. 


possible for him to do properly to attend to the collection of the rey- 
enues and the holding of them in the Treasury of the United States; 
and that another and independent body of e an another sec- 
retary, a Cabinet officer as he ought to be, should have charge of the 
disbursements. I care nothing about the increase of Cabinet officers 
if the public service requires them. But one secretary with as able 
a body of men as he can gather around him will find that he will 
have all that he can possibly do to attend to the proper distribution 
of the moneys thus collec When the duties are so divided, I can 
see no reason why there should be any confusion in the books of either 
Department. The one will operate as a check upon the other. That 
is the way thatallintelligent business is carried on by banks, by private 
men, and by 8 Even salesmen now seldom collect money. 
There is somebody else to attend to that. I might instance the Bank 
of England and many other well known cases, but they will suggest 
themselves to the minds of Senators, 0 

There will be no reason why anybody should seek to make con- 

fusion in the books if one Department collects and holds and the other 

ays out, which confusion must always exist, and the Secretary will 
bs unable to detect it, if at any time he happens to have dishonest or 
incompetent officials while the same body of men collect revenue and 
pay it out, as is now the case. 

Believing that some change is necessary and having thought over 
it for some time, and not knowing exactly how to prepare a bill to 
lay my ideas before the Senate; knowing, too, that the Department 
of the Interior was created for the very same reason some twenty-five 

years ago, (and perhaps that bill might serve as a model indicating 

ow something of this sort is to be done) I desire, if a committee was 
appointed or if, in case a select committee is not appointed, any of 
the standing committees of the Senate look into this subject, that it 
should have its attention called to the importance of dividing this 
very important Department of the Government in some such way as 
I have indicated. This is the only reason why I offer this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, I agree with the 
most that the Senator from Kentucky has said. 

Mr. EATON, May I ask my friend from West Virginia whether 
he 2 m favor of the amendment offered by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from Kentucky pro- 

osed, if acceptable to me, to offer an amendment as I undezstood 


im. 
Mr. EATON. I did not hear it. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It was to provide that the same 
committee should take into consideration the question of a division 
of the Department, the one branch to collect and the other 
to disburse the moneys of the United States. 

Mr. EATON. I to say one word upon that subject,- I would 
suggest to my friend from Kentucky that there is a special commit- 
tee of the Senate already formed that has that matter under consid- 
eration, of which I have the honor to be a member and the honorable 
— from New York now in my eye [Mr. CoNKLING] is also a 
member. 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon of the Senator; I was not aware of that 
fact. That being the case, the subject being in very able hands— 
the Senator from New York and the Senator trian eee 
withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. EATON. I should like to take occasion to say here now that 
I entirely agree with the Senator from Kentucky in his view of the 
division of that Department. 

Mr. BECK. I am very glad to hear that. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I was about to state, when inter- 
rupted by my friend from Connecticut, that I agree with the most 
that was said by the Senator from Kentucky; but it would, as I 
think, embarrass and trouble the committee that I have asked for. 
Why f Ithink this committee of five Senators asked for by myself 
will have a great deal of work to perform, and in a direction differ- 
ent, perhaps, from the one indicated by the Senator from Kentucky. 
I therefore hope that he will not press his amendment, but allow my 
resolution to be acted upon just as it was offered. 

Icare nong about the preamble; I care nothing about the par- 
ticular phraseo. ogy; but I do want the committee. The committee 
proposed by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] I think too 
small. Then the Senator, as I understand his resolution, proposes to 
confine this committee toa single clerk. Just think of it, Senators! 
I hope the Senate will either vote down squarely the resolution as 
offered by me or pass it, and not by indirection stifle and prevent an 
examination of the Department. 

I tell you, Senators, that I as much believe as I am standing before 
ou here to-day that there is something wrong there, and this very 
ndirection of former times and the present indicates to my mind that 

an examiration is not wanted. I give notice now that as long as I 
N remain a member of this Senate, if this examination is not made 

and complete, I shall from time to time renew it; and I believe 
when the report comes in it will come with some force and fault will 
be found somewhere. 

Senators will recollect this is not the first time that this resolu- 
tion has been before the Senate. It has been defeated by indirection 
previously; and while I will not say that my friend from Vermont, 
the chairman of the Finance Committee, now intends to defeat it by 
the votes of the majority in this Chamber, it looks a little in that 
direction, Think of it! A single clerk to go to the Treasury Depart- 
ment and go through its books and accounts! When would you geta 
ri hh Again, one mau is not sufficient, for the plainest reason: it 

es two or more men, one to check another. : 

Now I hope Senators will come directly to the question, and either 
say we shall or shall not have this committee. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I am somewhat surprised by the 
tenor of the close of the remarks of the Senator from West Virginia 
this morning. He charges that this measure was defeated on a prior 
occasion by indirection. I ask Senators to look at the report made 
by the Senator from New York, now absent, [Mr. KERNAN, ] and by 
the present head of the Treasury De nt in 1876, and see whether 
that report justifies the remark that they did not fully consider the 
question submitted to them. I refer to report of committee No. 371 
of the Forty-fourth Con first session, when almost in precisely 
the words now used in the resolution the inquiry was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and was submitted to a subcommittee of that 
committee, consisting of the chairman and the Senator from New 
York. It is now stated by the Senator from West Virginia that they 
made no investigation whatever. I do not so understand the facts. 
I understand that every allegation made by the Senator from West 
Virginia was inquired into at the Treasury Department, and a full 
and complete explanation made to those Senators of those discrep- 
ancies that the Senator from West Virginia had pointed out. 

I have not the slightest objection to the fullest and completest ex- 
amination that can be made by the Senator from West Virginia or 
by any other Senator. I know that it will take time. The Senator 
complains that the resolution which I have offered as a substitute 
merely gives him one sten phie clerk. Why, sir, the whole De- 
partment will be at the service of the Senator from West Virginia, 
every clerk in the Department. There is the utmost willingness to 

ive the Senator from West virginia an eee to examine for 

imself, and if he will go to the Treasury Department and make this 
examination he will find each charge of discrepancies which he alleges 
totally unfounded. All that is necessary is for him to go there aud 
ask that these discrepancies be lained, and he will tind that the 
explanation completely proves the integrity of the Department. 

1 undertake to say that there has never been an alteration made 
upon any book of the De nt—not one, The only changes that 
have been made consist in a detailed statement of the amounts of 
debt subsequent to the year in which they occurred. It happens 


that the Treasurer is charged of course with every dollar that comes 


a ee ee 
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into the Treasury, and he is credited with every dollar that he pays 
out; but warrants may be given this year that float over the coun- 
try, and do not come to be paid for a considerable time after the 
year expires. During the late rebellion there were many large war- 
rants outstanding and circulating; and as they were the very best 
kind of drafts for commercial use, they were kept out of the Treas- 
ury for some time afterward; so that it may happen that a subse- 
quent statement made in relation to the public debt may be varied 
from what it would be found to be at the end of the fiscal year, the 
30th of June. 

It may be found that the warrants for the expenditures of a - 
ticular year are not paid until some subsequent period, and when they 
are paid then the expenditures of that year are corrected, and that 
is the ony matter in which these small discrepancies ap in the 
public-debt statement. In this very report the large discrepancy 
alluded to by the Senator from West Virginia this morning is fully 
explained, and yet the Senator from West Virginia is not content 
withit. On page 26 of this report it is stated: 


This different or apparent increase of the debt as shown in the finance report for 

1870 consists of the following items: 

Amonnts included in the “receipts and expenditures " account, which 

had been excluded from the issues and redemptions" account: 

Mexican indemnity ... 

Bounty-land scrip .... 

Interest on "old debt’ 

ARN reasury notes of 1857 redeemed, but not reimbursed within 
Ponas T T T0 


311,604 11 
329, 258 35 


These items and the item of the bonds issued to the Pacific rail- 
roads, which had been theretofore included in the statement of the 
panna debt amounting to $58,638,320 but was taken out, explain the 

iscrepancy. At the same time the interest accrued on the public 
debt was not specifically computed and included at the expiration of 
the yearin the amount of outstanding liabilities ; but under Secre- 
tary Boutwell it came to be the practice to include the statement of 
the amount of interest accrued but not paid. That makes some fur- 
ther discrepancies. 

But all I wish to say at the present time in relation to this matter 
is that there is not one single item of discrepancy that the Senator 
from West Virginia cannot at once ascertain the reason of by going 
quietly if he chooses, without any committee, to the Department; 
and he can have the assistance, not only of the Secretary, but of 
every officer of the Department, to ascertain the truth or falsehood 
of what he supposes may exist. 

Now, Mr. President, I do think that it is entirely out of the neces- 
sities of the occasion to appoint a largo committee with several clerks 
and with stenographie reporters to go to the Department and make a 
transcript of all these books. Why not send a competent committee 
there to examine for themselves and see whether these things are so 
or not? I hope that the Senator from West Virginia may be ap- 
pointed as the chairman of this committee, and I wish it may be 
confined to him alone. I shall be perfectly willing to take his own 
investigation and statement after he has gone there and thoroughly 
examined the case; and I know that the present Secretary of the 
Treasury will five him every ce rt and will afford him all the use 
of clerks that he needs. Therefore I do not think it is n to 
provide in this resolution fora little army of clerks or to make a great 
display of dignity by appointing a large number of Senators or others 
to go and investigate the allegations of the Senator, for the second 
or the third time repeated, when, as I say, this re shows that 
these questions have not been evaded; that there is no indirection 
about the matter; that they were fully considered and reported upon 
by the Senators who were appointed to examine into the case, and 
that a sufficient number of documents is already in print to show that 
the allegations of the Senator from West Virginia are utterly without 
155 foundation. 

trust that at least the modification which I have proposed, which 
embraces the whole scope of the business and reduces the number of 
the committee from five to three may be adopted, instead of the prop- 
osition of the Senator from West Virginia, which assumes at the 
very threshold that his charges are trne. I think that they are not 
true; certainly they are not shown to be true; and the only differ- 
ence of my proposition is to throw out a mass of useless verbiage, 
and not to allege in the outset that these discrepancies and changes 
of figures exist in the books of the Department. 

I trust the Senate will reduce this proposition which I have made 
from three to one, for, as I have said before, I should have entire 
confidence if the Senator from West Virginia would go in good faith 
and inquire at the Treasury De ent, where he will tind that 
there never has been an alteration of a figure in any one of the Treas- 
ury books, and where he will find that every dollar that has ever 
come into the Treasury is properly accounted for; that not one cent 
has gone out without being properly accounted for. Not a dollar can 
5 paid without the aid of the Comptroller, the Treasurer, and the 

egister. 

1 hope, therefore, the Senator will conclude that all the proper pur- 
poses of the investigation will be accomplished by the proposition 
which I have submitted, which has been entirely in good faith and 
with entire courtesy to the Senator from West Virginia to allow him 
all that he ought to require in the investigation. 


vI——29 


Mr. THURMAN, Mr. President, this sub 


t is not new to me; and 
although my recollection of the details of it is not so good as it once 
was, it is sufficiently vivid to compel me to dissent from some of the 
remarks made by the Senator from Vermont. 

This subject came before the Senate by a resolution offered by the 
Senator from West Virginia two or three sessions ago for a special com- 


mittee to investigate certain alleged discrepancies in the books of the 
Treasury Department and in the reports made to Congress; and that 
Senator, in support of his resolution, made a speech that quite startled 
the Senate, I am sure, for I do not think anybody had imagined before 
that such discrepancies existed. 

I supposed that the resolution would pass, but it did not pass, On 
the contrary, instead of raising a special committee, of which of 
course the mover of the resolution, the Senator from West Virginia, 
would have been a member, if not the chairman, his resolution was 
amended so as to make it the duty of the Committee on Finance to 
make the investigation. At the head of that committee was my then 
colleague, the present Secretary of the Treasury, (Mr. Sherman,) an 
if I am not mistaken, the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Boutwell, 
who was the Secretary of the Treasury at the time that the extraor- 
dinary (for I must use that word) alterations of the statements of the 
public debt were made, was also a member of that Finance Com- 
mittee. I think I am not mistaken in that. He was, at all events,a 
member of this body, and I am told that my recollection is right, that 
he was a member of the Finance Committee. 

Now, if there were any two persons in the Government who ought 
to have been, by their long experience in public affairs and their 
particular connection with the financial department of the Govern- 
ment, qualified to make that examination and to throw light spos 
the whole subject, and to remove every doubt upon it, certainly they 
were those two gentlemen; the one who was Secretary of the Treas- 
ury when the reformed statement of the public debt, as it was called, 
was made, and by whose order it was made, and the other of whom 
had been chairman of the Committee on Finance in this body for very 
nearly eighteen years, besides having been chairman of the Commit- 
ven Ways and Means in the other House before he came into the 

nate. 

Well, sir, what did that committee do? The Senator from Ver- 
mont says that they explained everything, and that it is explained 
in the report which he held in his hand. I beg leave to dissent from 
him. I have not read that report lately, but I read it with t 
care when it was made ; and I did not find, I must say, an explana- 
tion that was satisfactory to me. But that was not all. I cannot 
forget tbat the chairman of the Committee on Finance, the present 
Secretary of the Treasury, made a most elaborate speech in reply to 
the speech of the Senator from West Virginia, and that the Senator 
from Massachusetts, the Secretary of the Treasury at the time these 
alterations were made, endeavored in two speeches to explain them. 
And I cannot forget that there was a most marked discrepancy and 
even opposition between the explanation made by the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance and that made by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts; and I think I am quite right in saying that everyone who 
paid strict attention to the debate on that resolution was not satis- 
fied either with the verbal explanations that were made upon this 
floor or with the report of the committee; for the report of the com- 
mittee, I submit, did not show that that committee had made any 
particular investigation itself, but rather that it had submitted the 
speech—I do not say it is so written in the report—but it had sub- 
mitted the speech of the Senator from West Virginia to the Treasury 
Department for some official in that Department to make the best 
answer to it that he could. That, I think, was just what took place; 
that is my belief about it. It was my belief then, and it is my be- 
lief yet; and I do not think that the subject has received that 
investigation which ought to take place. 

Mr. President, I am no alarmist about this matter. I certainly am 
not disposed to shake the publie credit and do not see that there is 
anything of the public credit involved here. Iam not for creating 
any unjust alarm at all; but there is one fact that stands out and that 
never has been denied, and it cannot be denied, and that is that, from 
the time that Secretary Boutwell required the Register of the Treas- 
ury to make a report to Congress such as he, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, dictated and in accordance with the paper or schedule or 
statement that was sent to the Register from the Secretary’s office up 
to this time, the report made by the Register of the Treasury to Con- 
gress at each session does not correspond at all with the books of the 
Register of the Treasury. Instead of being a report of what his 
books show, it is Ving a different report, differing as much, the Sen- 

i 


ator from West nia has said in his speech, as $200,000,000. 
Now, I do not understand that it is the duty of the Register of the 
Treasury to report to us what his books do not show, to take a 
schedule or statement sent to him from the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury and make a report, not of his own knowledge, not ac- 
cording to the information furnished by his own books or by any 
documents or papers in his office, but simply to copy that statement 
which comes from the Secretary’s office and send it here, as if it were 
a transcript of the books of the Register; and yet that is what has 
been done, as I understand, ever since the year 1870. Why that 
should be done, why such a practice as that should exist, why the 
statement that is made of the public debt from year to year for our 
information and for the information of the country is a 
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statement from that which appears on the books. of the Register, is a 
thing that it does seem to me needs explanation and never has been 
“Rat las propose to go into this matter i t detail. I 
ut I do not pro in matter in any great detail. 

could add — — on this. subject that would be of value to what 
has been said by the Senator from West Virginia, who is so conver- 
sant with it; but I do hope that now we may have an investigation 
that will be satisfactory to the Senate and satisfactory to who 
take an interest in this matter. It is no matter of party, Here is no 
assault upon any party or upon any official. It is simply that we 
may ascertain how the books of our Treasury are kept, and how and 
why it is that the reports which are annually sent here as coming 
from the Treasury Department, and upon which reports we legislate, 
and upon which reports people invest their money in the publie securi- 
ties, are one thing while the books of the Register of the Treasury 
are quite another and a different thing. That is one of the main 
points, at least in my mind, which induce me to want this investi- 
gation. But, Mr. President, in respect to the investigation itself, the 
Senator from Vermont is in favor, as I understand, of a committee of 
three instead of five. I ask that his amendment be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The amendment will be reported at 


length. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


d corn 
employ a steno; her as clerk, who shall be paid out of the contingent fand of 
the Senate, 3 e by the — 

Mr. THURMAN. It is very obvious that the duties which will be 
devolved upon the committee if that substitute be adopted are very 
much narrower than those contemplated by the original resolution, 
and Iam sorry that the Senator from Vermont feels it to be his duty 
to attempt to limit the inquiry. Ido not think it is too extensive at 
all in the original resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL. I should like to have the Senator from Ohio point 
out in a single particular where it is any narrower than the original 
resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN. I never heard it before, but I looked at the orig- 
inal resolution while the Senator’s substitute was being read, and it 
struck me that it was narrower. For instance, the resolution, after 

roviding that the committee shall investigate the finance reports, 
Socks. and accounts of the Treasury Department, goes on further 
and says: 

And if any such diserepanci 


differences, and alterations be found to exist, to 
report tho same, and the extent and nature 


the years wherein they occur, 
by what authority made, if any— 
Which is wholly left out of the Senator’s substitute, if I heard it 
aright— 
the reasons that induced them— 


Which is also, I think, left out of the Senator’s substitute— 
and to report generally such other and further information bearing upon the sub- 
ject as to them may seem best. 

I do not think that general clause is in the Senator’s substitute. 
Mr. MORRILL. Of course, if the committee make a report they 
have got to repert what they find, and I take it that all of these 
matters would be included. You might as well go through a great 
many suppositions and say that if they do not find such and such to 
be the fact they shall report so and so, A general power to report, 
I think, includes all that there is in the ution, 

Mr. THURMAN. It seems to me that there is matter of sub- 
stance in the difference between the Senator’s substitute and the 
original resolation; and if this substitute is intended to cover all the 
ground occupied by the original resolution I see no necessity for 
ehanging the phraseology of it. 

Mr. MORRILL. The necessity exists in this, that the preamble and 
also the body of the resolution of the Senator from West Virginia 
assume at the outset that these alleged facts do exist ; these charges 
and allegations are made as absolutely true; whereas the resolution 
which I pro: is merely to inquire whether or not they do exist. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, I do not think there is any necessity for 
striking out the preamble. Let it be amended by strix.ng out the 
words “it ap ” after the word“ whereas,” and inserting there 
are said to be” or “it is alleged that there are.” We know are 
such discrepancies, for they have been shown to us. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator from Ohio permit 
me a moment ? I have said that I cared nothing about the preamble; 
let it go. I want the substance only. I want the resolution itself as 
Lhave offered it. 

- Mr. THURMAN. Let the preamble go out entirely. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. the Senator from West Virginia 
withdraw the preamble? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Not necessarily. I will not with- 
draw it unless there is objection to it. If any Senator objects to it, 
let it go. I believe it is true; but, if any Senator objects to it and it 
interferes with the resolution at all, let it go. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then, the preamble being out of the way, if the 
Senator from Vermont wants to ayoid a positive assertion here, that 


can be avoided by inserting in the fourth line of the resolution the 
words “if any such there be ;” so as to make it read: 
That a committee of five be appointed to investigate the finance reports, books, 


and accounts of the Treasury t, particularly with reference te differ- 
ences, discrepancies, and alterations in amounts and figures that have been mado in 
them, if any such there be. 

Put that in. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Very well; but that is intended, as 
will be seen further on. i 

Mr. THURMAN. Now,in regard to the number of the committee; 
for myself I should have no trouble about the number, I have always 
found that thé smaller a body of working men were the better they 
worked ; and I would suggest to my friend from West Virginia that 
if he has a committee of three he will probably get more work out 
of them than he will out of five, and I would not stick upon that if 
anybody wants to reduce the number to three. In regard to the 
clerical force, I think the resolution ogee to stand as it is, but I sub- 
mit that to the better judgment of others. 

There is one thing that 1 want to call to the attention of the mover 
of the resolution, ind that is this: he proposes to raise a cial 
committee. If the resolution pass, it is raised at this first session of 
the Forty-fifth Congress. Unless he puts in some words to continue 
that committee, it will die at the end of this session, before it will 
have done anything. He should therefore amend the resolution so 
as to continue the committee without regard to the expiration of the 
session. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think ay friend from Ohio is in 
error about that. Ithink the Chair has ruled that committees ap- 
pointed «nd also resolutions and other things—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair has never made any ruling in 
relation to that. 

Mr. THURMAN, I thought not. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. On the contrary, the rule of the Senate 
requires that committees shall be appointed at the commencement of 
each session of the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. All committees fall at the end of the session unless 
otherwise provided. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio is right, in the 
judgment of the Chair. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, That being so, it is plain that this 
committee cannot perform the duties required of it either by the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Vermont or by my own within the limited 
days of the present session, because it is a work of great magnitude. 
But, as to the number, I think the reason is vety plain why we should 
have five. Sub-committees may be wanted for different work and five 
is a very small committee, perhaps as few as any standing committee 
of the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move to add at the end of the resolution as a 
new sentence : 


And said committee shall not expire with the end of the present session. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I accept that. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the amendment pro- 
pra by the Senator from Ohio? The Chair hears none, and it will 

regarded as agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I endeavored to follow the Senator 
from West Virginia during his remarks as attentively as was possible. 
I may not have 70 705 all he said, and if he will answer whether I 
misstate him at all I shall have accomplished all I desire at this time 
by putting upon the record a few suggestions which have arisen in 
my mind by inference from his remarks made this morning, based 
upon the idea that I have heard him correctly. 

It will be recollected, Mr. President, that this is an old subject in 
the Senate. Iam perfectly willing to accord to the Senator entire 
sincerity and belief in what he has stated. He has come to believe it 
from repeating it so many times. If there were no other reason for 
thinking so, I should be convinced that he believed his statement 
from that fact of itself. It when wy late colleague was here. 
who was Secretary of the Treasury at the time when in published 
statements in reference to the public debt there was a difference from 
what had appeared in previous statements; and the Senator's resolu- 
tion to-day is, precisely, if I understand it aright, the resolution which 
he has offered upon more than one occasion previously in the Senate, 
and insu 3 of it he has submitted precisely what he has submitted 
to-day. Iam not correct in that, I hope the Senator will correct 


me, 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Does the Senator refer to m f? 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator has anything new, any new evidence 
of what he believes to have been any change in the books of the Treas- 
ury Department, which he offers to-day for the first time, I should 
like to have him point it out to me. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator certainly could not 
have listened to my remarks. I pointed ont perhaps twenty errors 
or changes that have not been cited before in the Senate, and I say 
now that I have a memorandum of perhaps twenty others that I have 
not referred to at all. The Senator will further recollect that I said 
there were differences between the Treasurer, the Register, and tho 
Secretary’s accounts of loans, of interest, of currency, &c. 

Mr.DAWES. What I meant to put to the Senator was this: whether 
there was any evidence, or whether he had any evidence whatever in 
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his possession which he had not before had, that the books of the 
Treasury Department are not ager A precisely what they were before 
my late colleague went into the office of Secretary of the Treasury? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West 5 I have not stated, nor do I expect 
to state until I can officially inquire into it, who made the changes. 
I have stated that they were made between the years 1869 and 1871. 
Whether they were made on the books or not, I am not able to say. 
The object of appointing the committee is to examine the books. I 
say, however, that the e gee are made on the official reports sent 
to Congress, and only those have I had an opportunity to examine. I 
have made no charge as to how they were made. The object of the 
committee is to find out whether or not the Senator’s former colleague 
made them, or any other Secretary. In the report that the Senator 
from Vermont referred to just now, Secretary Bristow says in plain 
terms that in 1869, the first year of Secretary Boutwell’s administra- 
tion, he remodeled the debt statement. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I am not now dealing with the public 
documents that arein the document-room and come from different 
bureaus and different Departments from year to year. Whether they 
conflict with each other in their statements is one question; but if 
the Senator means to say that he has ever had or has to-day one par- 
ticle of evidence that the books of the Treasury De ment have 
ever under anybody been changed to the extent of a single penny, it 
would be well for the Senator to make that statement. If the Sena- 
tor complains, as he has complained heretofore, that in reports made 
to the publie by different bureau officers there has been a conflict, 
just precisely as he has stated on two or three occasions before, when 
my late colleague was upon the floor and made his reply to him, as 
also did the present Secretary of the Treasury, I am content to let 
the case rest there; and that was why I rose this morning. Upon a 
former occasion I tried to have the Senator distinctly state whether 
his charge was that anybody had changed the books of the Depart- 
ment, whether the books of the ment did not tell to-day pre- 
cisely the same story they had told the last twenty years, in pre- 
ciscly the same words and figures thut they tell it now. That was 
what I wanted to have him state. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Now, Mr. President, I have tried to 
avoid names, and have done so and expect to continue to do so; but 
I say to the Senator what I said to the ex-Secretary when he was a 
member on this floor, that if the books have not been changed, they 
do not agree with the annual statements sent to Congress. If the 
books have not been changed, then the books and the annual official 
statements sent to Con do not agree. The intention of this com- 
mittee is to ascertain whether or not they do agree, and if they differ, 
to report that fact. I make no statement to-day that I did not make 
when the Senator’s colleague, the ex-Secretary of the Treasury, was 
here upon the floor, I do not intend now, as I have stated in my 
general remarks, to reflect on that gentleman or any other official per- 
sonally. I do make the statement, however, that the annual official 
reports to Con have been changed, and stand so to-day, 

. DAWES. I understand the Senator to-day, as I did formerly, 
to say that he does not make the slightest charge that the books of 
the Department have been altered in any respect whatever. He does 
not mean to say that the reports have been changed, that a particu- 
lar report has been chan that a report made here has been taken 
back and altered, or has been altered by any new statements ; but as 
I understand him, he means to say that there is a report one year 
from a bureau that does not with a report that bureau had 
made before. To all that he had his reply. He had his committee 
and their investigation. He was not satisfied with the character of 
the committee, and much less satisfied was the Senator with the re- 
pr of the committee. The Senator re-argued the matter here, and 

e had the reply of my late colleague and of the present Secretary of 
the Treasury, who, in conjunction with the Senator from New York, 
not now in his place, [Mr. KERNAN, ] made the report. I do not care 
to go over all that again. That was submitted as the reply to the 
Senator from West Virginia; and my late colleague aad the late 
Senator from Ohio were satisfied to let the public pass judgment upon 
the case as it thus 

Mr. HOAR. Will my colleague permit me to call his attention to 
the resolution as it now stands, to the phrase “ alterations in amounts 
and figures that have been made” in “ the books and accounts of the 
Treasury Department 360 

Mr. DAWES. I understand that my friend makes his remarks pre- 
cisely as if he meant to carry the idea to the country (and that is 
what I complain of) that somebody has chan the figures on the 
books of the Treasury Department. He submits his remarks in that 
way. I put that identical inte tory to him when his resolution 
was before the Senate at a former session, and I got the answer which 
the Senator makes to-day. When the Senator said, “I do not mean 
to say that there has been a change of asingle figure upon the books,” 
he was met by the declaration of the then Senator from Ohio, and 
my late colleague, and by the report of the committee, with the posi- 
tive assertion that not a figure or a letter had ever been changed 
upon the books of the Treasury Department; and that is why I 
thonght it pertinent to ask him to-day, not in reference to the re- 

rts which bureau officers had made, but in reference to that great 
important matter, if he had any evidence not heretofore submitted, 
not heretofore in his possession, that there had been an alteration 
upon the books. If the Senator will answer that question as cate- 


— as he is able to do, whether he has to-day any evidence that 
e had not then that a single letter or figure has been altered upon 
the books of the jew partment, the public ought to have it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Now, Mr. President, the Senator 
knows well that I have endeavored previously and to-day to auswer 
his questions frankly. The object of the committee is to learn just 
what the Senator is now catechising me on. I have not had- an op- 
portunity to look into the books of the Treasury Department. I have 
not the authority to do so; I have no right to do so; and if I had 
the right, probably it would take more time than I have been able to 
devote to it. But what I have presented, I have stated and restated 
was taken from the official finance reports to Congress. Now, if the 
books of the Department show one thing and the reports to Congress 
and the monthly debt statements show another, that is a worse state 
of things probably than I have imagined. I do not know whether it 
is so or not ; but we want to see the exact facts. I have drawn all 
the figures that I have given from the official reports made to Con- 

I do state further, though, that it is said by Ex-Secretary 
Bristow in the report now before us that in 1869 the debt statement 
was remodeled and restated. 
ser DAWES. That is not what I asked the Senator from West 

irginia. 

. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator ask me categori- 
2 just what he does want an answer to! 

. DAWES. I want the Senator in all frankness to tell the coun- 
try whether he has a particle of evidence that a single figure or letter 
on the books of the Treasury Department has ever been altered. It 
seems to me that that is a plain, simple question, and I should like 
to have a pian; simple answer. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator knows well that I have 
not made that charge. The committee is expected to investigate 
that and report whether it is so or not. If there is nothing wrong 
in the Treasury Department, which I hope is the fact, why do Sena- 
tors 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator will allow me, I did not ask him 
whether he had made that charge or not. Lasked him whether he 
had a icle of evidence that there had been any change. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If the Senator will give us the com- 
mittee, I will tell him whether there ie evidence or not. Just let the 
committee go there, and if the committee says there is nothing, that 
will be the answer; and if it says there is something, that will be 
the answer. 

Mr. DAWES. When a Senator rises in his place and asks for a 
select committee to investigate certain charges which he makes, and 
I request him in all frankness to state to the Senate whether he has 
a particle of evidence that there is any truth in the charges, is it a 
frank answer to say, Why, here are your e ; give me a com- 
mittee, and then I can answer; I do not say there is a Ag a in 
them; only give me the committee and the committee will investi- 
gato, and then I can answer your question?” Is it improper, Mr. 

ident, for the interrogatory to be put to a Senator who makes so 
grave a chargo as that in reference to the books of the Treasury De- 
partment? it an improper interrogatory to put to a Senator who 
asks for a committee of five to examine into ch which he makes 
in his resolution of the existence of alterations and discrepanci 
whether he has a particle of evidence that there has been any change 

Mr. HEREFORD. Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me 
to ask him one question : 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly. 

Mr. HEREFORD. He asks my colleague whether he has a particle 
of evidence of the all ion made in this preamble, The allegation 
in the preamble (and that is all there is of it) is: 


Whereas there appear to be material differences, alterations, and discrepancica 
in the official finance reports of the Treasury Department. 


He has said nothing about the books. The object of this resolu- 
tion is to get at the books. Then he asks my colleague if he has any 
evidence. The evidence is before the F if 
he will take up the finance reports of 1870 and 1871, which I have 
before me. at is the evidence he has of these discrepancies, of 
these alterations. 

Mr. DAWES. I shall have answered the last Senator from West 
Virginia when I read a clause from the resolution: sf 

i $i 
F 0 ˙ . with relecenoe to alter: 
as Sere and alterations in amounts and figures that have been mado 

In the books of the Treasury Department. 

Mr. THURMAN. “If any such there be.” 

Mr. DAWES. “That have been made in them,“ It is not worth 
while to stick in the bark about words. The Senator from West Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Davis] believes what he says, and I have not intimated 
that he did not. I want that he should disabuse the mind of the 
public upon this question, and let us know distinctly whether it is 
the reports that he is troubled with or the books themselves. He 
has had an answer in reference to the books, as I have said; the pos- 
itive, unqualified denial here on this floor and in official documents 
that there is one cle of alteration upon any book of the Treasury 
Department; and if the Senator has a particle of evidence that that 
statement is not true, it is due to the Senate and to the public, and 
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especially to those two gentlemen absent from this body who officially 
made the statement here, to give us the benefit of it. 

If, however, the Senator's trouble is with the reports made by dif- 
ferent bureaus, I am content to let the answer that is made in the 
committee report alluded to by my colleague upon the committee 
and also by my late colleague from Massachusetts upon this floor go 
with all the Senator has said asa . answer thereto, and the 
public will be quiet and be satisfi If the Senator will be more 
satisfied with any proper investigation by any committee of which 
he himself shall be at the head, I shall be content with that. I should 
like to have the Senator satisfied because I believe the public are sat- 
isñed that while the books of the Treasury Department staud as they 
have from the beginning unaltered, it became necessary in order to 
make the debt statement intelligible to make it a little more full 
than it had been. Just where it was made more full has been pointed 
out clearly and distinctly, making everything that stands upon the 
books of the Treasury Department absolutely true and everything 
that has been said in the reports also perfectly true, yet put in more 
intelligent and clearer language in the form that was adopted by the 
late Secretary of the Treasury, All that is explained in a mauner 
perfectly plain and perfectly clear to everybody. 

What occurred long before my late colleague came into the Treas- 
ury Department in negotiating loans went into the public-debt state- 
ment as the face of the loan, and what it sold for was not put into 
the loan statement but stood in another account in the Treasury so 
that it did not show exactly the absolute debt of the nation under 
that head, but showed it under another head. In order to have it 
parents understood, my late colleague said and the Senator from 

hio said, We will put it all together in one place in the report; 
we will leave the books just as they stand;” and after the public 
anxiety that the Senator from West Virginia had raised over this 
question bere, officers of the Treasury Department were employed for 
six or eight months to go through every item from 1789 to 1874, I 
think it was, to the very close of the investigation, every item of 
debt and eredit running through the whole loan and debt statements 
and the indebtedness of the nation, and they found the most marvelous 
accuracy in the books of the Treasury, such as I think you could 
hardly expect to find anywhere else in the world—a perfect balance- 
sheet whete every item was traced in different accounts throngh 
former administrations and all gathered together. All that has been 
put before the public, and put before the public in reply to the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia in hisanxiety about these different statements, 

Now, instead of the Senator's putting his finger on any one of these 
statements made in reply to him and saying “that is not true,” he 
comes again with the old statement. If he is content to inform the 
public that it is the old statement, everybody will be content to let 
it go out as the old statement, because everybody who has studied 
this thing thoroughly and examined his old statement and the 
answers thereto rests still in confidence in the personal integrity and 
intelligent administration of the Treasury Department under all 
administrations so far as its book-keeping is concerned. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I am sorry to trouble the Senate 
with another word on this 1 and I shall endeavor to be very 
brief. It is not the first time I have heard this resolution met by the 
assertion that not a re has been changed in the books of the Treas- 
ury Department, as if that were any answer to the resolution at all, 
Here is a statement made by the Senator from West Virginia, taken 
irma the reports made to Congress, reports of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, not only reports of the Secretary, but reports of the Register of 
the Treasury, whom the Senator from Massachusetts seems to belittle 
by talking of the Register of the Treasury as a bureau officer of that 
Department, and aş if he were some insignificant fellow who had 
merely some clerical duties to perform! Here is a statement made in 
detail by the Senator from West Virginia, taken from those official 
communications to the Congress of the United States, by which it 
appears that in one year the public debt is reported to be so much, 
and in a subsequent report the public debt for that same year is re- 

rted to have been $8,000,000 more; that in another year the public 

ebt was reported in the finance report for that year as so much, and 
in a subsequent 8 it was reported that the public debt in that 
same year was $6,000,000 more; and so on, until these aggregate dis- 
eies culminated in the very astounding increase of the public 
debt, according to the su uentreports, of more than $240,000,000. 
Oh, says the Senator from Massachusetts, all they did was to make 
the account alittle fuller. They did make it fuller with a vengeance 
when they put two hundred and forty odd millions more debt upon 
the public, according to their official communications to Congress, 
than had been sta by their predecessors. 

Now, what we want to know is how it comes that the reports from 
the Treasury Department, upon which Congress must rely in its legis- 
lation, upon which the public must rely, upon which individuals 
investing their means in the securities of the Government must rely, 
do not agree with each other, but differ to the extent of $240,000,000, 
That is what we want to know. It is not a question about whether 
the figures have been changed in the books or not; but let me tell 
the Senator from Massachusetts that if there has been no change of 
figures on those books, then the reports that are sent to us are not 
transcripts of the books at all; then the reports that sre sent to us are 
not founded upon the books at all. One thing is imevitable: if the 
books have been left untouched, if no alteration has been made upon 


cre 


them, (and I am willing to admit it to be so as far as I know,) then 
it is as certain as can be that year after year from 1870 down to this 
time the reports sent to Congress have not agreed with the books of 
the Department. 

I should like to know what kind of a system that is of keeping 
the financial accounts of the country which would mislead the Hew 
ator from Massachusetts, if he were to gO into the Treasury, as to the 
amount of the public debt $240,000,000, Let him go there; let him 
look at the books, not a figure having been changed, and he finds the 
public debt according to those books at so much and he comes out 
thinking it so much, and the first thing he does is to come across a 
finanee report to Congress in which he finds the publie debt stated 
to be $240,000,000 more. He looks at the books and thinks the public 
debt is so much, and he comes out and chances to find a oases 
report and he finds it reported to be $240,000,000 more. Is not that 
a matter we ought to know something about? Is it not a matter 
worthy of investigation how it is that in 1870 the Secretary of the 
Treasury felt himself authorized to g back and correct the public- 
debt statement for 1835, to go back thirty-five years and change 
the statement of the public debt made, remade again and again, 
and upon which the people and Congress had ac for thirty-five 
years, and so on year after year and year after year. 

T undertake to say this matter is not sufficiently explained in the 
report that was eats to us, and there is some reason for that thing 
that we never have got at. What itis I do not know. There was no 
necessity whatsoever to go back and revise the whole public state- 
ments from 1835 up to 1870, year by year. The public debt that 
existed prior to 1835, except the irredeemable debt and except some 
unclaimed balances due to individuals, was all wiped out prior to 
1835, or about that time, ot In General Jackson’s administra- 
tion the public debt was said to be paid, and it was all paid, except 
the irredeemable portion of it, and the unclaimed balances in the 
Treasury. What, then, was the necessity of going back thirty-five 
years and endeavoring to restate the public debt for each year from 
1835, inclusive, down to 1870; and where were the data upon which 
those published statements, made for thirty-flve years, were stated 
altogether diferently in the report of 18717 

Mr, President, the great question which concerns the public and 
which concerns Congress is this: Can we rely on the financial reports 
made to us from the Treasury Department when there are these dis- 
erepancies? Is it not time for us to know how it is that these reports 
areso variant from one another? We are called upon to legislate on 
the subject of the public debt and the receipts and expenditures of 
the Government, Everybody concerned in the public securities is in- 
terested in knowing about it; and if we cannot rely upon the report 
sent to us each year from the Treasury Department called the finance 
report, what can we rely upou? I say, therefore, that it is a public 
duty we owe to go tothe bottom of this thing. I hope it will all turn 
out correct; I do not say it will not. 

Mr. DAWES, May I ask a question? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. DAWES, While the Senator is up I should like to have him 

int out the conflict which he said, when he was upon the floor be- 

ore, existed between the explanations made by his late colleague and 
my late colleague upon this floor in reference to these statements. 
The Senator said that his late coll e, now the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his report and in his speech here explained the changes 
not the alterations but the new methods of making reports—and that 
my late colleague also made an explanation, and that they were 
astonishingly in conflict. If the Senator would give the country the 
benefit of that conflict, it might narrow the investigation; otherwise 
perhaps the Senator will be able to tell in what particular either of 
them stated what was not so. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I am sorry the Senator thought 
it his duty to divert me from what I was saying, by a collateral ques- 
tion of that sort; but I have this to say to him: I will not under- 
take to state wherein the difference of explanation existed between 
the statement made by the former Senator from Massachusetts and 
that made by my late colleague, the present Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. That it did exist, know, And if the Senator wants to find 
out precisely what it was and how striking it was—indeed, I might 
use a stronger expression: how startling it was—all he has to do is 
to look at the speech made by the Senator from West Virginia, in 
which he pointed it out after the Senator from Massachusetts and 
my late colleague had spoken, If he will turn to that speech he will 
find it stated with wonderful clearness and precision. 

Bat, sir, I have said all that I desire to say. There does not seem 
to be any opposition to the p of the resolution, and yet it is 
spoken of as wholly unnecessary. I do not think, for one, that it is 
unnecessary. I have never yet seen anything that was satisfactory 
to me to account for these differences to which I have adverted. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I wish to say that as a partisan I 
do not take the dp werd interest iu this question that is before the 
Senate; I only f that the honor of the country is somewhat in- 
yolyed by the system of book-keeping that has been adopted and fol- 
lowed since the foundation of the Government. Ido not say that 
the system, if we were to start now to begin with, might not be im- 

roved; but it would be as difficult to improve upon the system that 
k now in force in the Treasury Department as it would be to change 
the Gregorian calendar, 
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Mr. President, these discrepancies that have been pointed ont by 


the Senatorfrom West Virginia are, as I believe, fully explained in the 
report that was made here by the Committee on Finance in 1876. 
For instance, we passed a law some time in 1871 or 1872 that the 
national banks cy) iB deposit legal-tenders in the Treasury and re- 
ceive certificates of deposit. That amount was reported as an in- 
crease of the public debt, mosh a change from year to year, and 
yet if you deducted the balance in the Treasury on hand, it would 
show that the actual amount of the debt and resources.of the 
Government had not been increased. 

Then another item which the Senator from Obio seems disposed 
entirely to ignore—and he does not descant at all upon the propriety 
of Secretary Boutwell’s mode of procedure in the business—is that 
which included the amount of accrued interest in making the state- 
ment. Some years it came to over $40,000,000; some years to some- 
thing over $30,000,000. Of course these statements made would va 
the published reports; but afterall this variation would not impeac 
the integrity of the officers of the Treasury Department. 

It is manifest, too, that there is a propriety in confining the ex- 
penditures of a given year to that year; and, although the receipts 
and accounts may not be settled until some years after, when they 
are settled the original account should be restated, and the amount 
of the debt for that year should be included; and that is all there is 
in all this display of courage in investigating the Department. I 
have not the slightest apprehension that any fault will come out 
against an ublican or democratic officer that has ever been in 
charge of the Treasury Department. I believe the country has entire 
confidence in them. I am perfectly willing that the Senator from 
West Virginia shonld have a committee to effectuate his full and 
complete object. I should prefer, as I said in the ontset, that he 
should be alone the committee, and go there and satisfy himself that 
every one of those differences that he has alluded to can be fully ex- 
plained and explained to the credit of the Department. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Mr. President, I am glad to hear the Senator 
from Vermont say that he is desirous that the Senator from West 
Virginia, my colleague, shall kave such a committee as will be satis- 
factory to him. Therefore, I take it that he withdraws his objection 
to the resolution introduced by my coll e. From the remarks that 
have just fallen from the Senator, it seems that he attributes all this 
to a change in the system of book-keeping. The preamble of the 
resolution is confined entirely to the reports that under the Constitu- 
tion are bound to be made to the American Congress every year. The 
Constitution itself provides that “a regular statement and account 
of the receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be pub- 
lished from time to time ;” and from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment to the present day we have had these reports. When we come 
to examine these reports, (for the books up to the present time we 
know nothing of,) we find the discrepancies. Suppose, Mr. President, 
that you were at the head of a large financial concern, and that your 
chief clerk should make a report to you annually of your indebted- 
ness, of your receipts, of your expenditures, as is done in these 
reports for the Government of the United States? Suppose ho 
should make a re for the year 1870 of your indebtedness, and 
should say that it was $100,000, and when he comes to make his re- 

rt for 1871 he should again refer to your indebtedness for 1870, and 

stead of making it $100,000 he makes it $150,000; is there nota 
angen pet between the two re concerning the same year, and 
would you not, as the president of a bank or as the head of a finan- 
cial concern, say to your clerk, Why, sir, did you do this? Why tell 
me that my indebtedness in 1870 was $100,000 and now in a subse- 
quent report tell me that my indebtedness for the same time was 
$150,000T If such a state of affairs were presented to the president 
or directors of any bank in the United States, they would ask their 
cashier or book-keeper for an explanation, That is all that is asked 
in this resolution. That is the state of facts shown by these official 


reports. 

Te is no answer to siy that these shit, are made by a bureau offi- 
cer. The debt statement is sent here by the Register of the Treasury, 
through the Secretary of the Treasury, and indorsed as correct by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. In other words, the Secretary of the 
Treasury makes this report through his subordinate officers. Now, 
let us take one illustration, and I will ask the Senator from Vermont 
or the Senator from Massachusetts if either of them can explain it. 
The report that was made to the Senate by a former committee did 
not attempt to explain it; and I would ask the Senator from Ver- 
mont to-day if, in the presence of this Senate, he can explain it? I 
will just take two cases as an illustration. I have no doubt from the 
examination I have given it (and I have been examining this subject 
for several years) that there are hundreds of just such discrepancies 
as these found running through the financial reports since Mr. Bout- 
well took charge of the Treasury Department; not before. 

I hold in my hand the finance report of 1870, and I find from it 
that when it comes to state the public erty tee indebtedness of this 
country for 1869, it says that it is $2,489,002,480.58; but when the 
Department comes to 1 55 us, as required by the Constitution, 
in the subsequent year, 1871, an account on the same subject for the 
same year, by the same man, Mr. Boutwell being the Secretary of 
the Treasnry, making both reports, be tells usin the report of 1871 that 
the indebtedness of 1869 was $2,588,452,213.94, a difference of $99,- 


499,733.36. Now, I ask either the Senator from Vermont or the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts if they are prepared to explain why it is 
that when the Secretary of the Treasury, in 1871, says the whole in- 
debtedness for 1869 is $2,489,000,000 in round num when he comes 
to make a report in the Le year he tells us that the debt for 
that same year was $2,588,000,000. There is a discrepancy of $99,000,000 
for the same year made by thesame officer. Does not such a discrep- 
ancy as that require a committee to be rene: that we may see 
why it was? How can this be explai by any system of book- 
keeping? It will not do to eee and talk abont single-entry or 
double-entry book-keeping. That will not explain it. There is no 
book-keeping in it. 

Mr. DAWES. Any time when the Senator would like to have an 
explanation, I will try to give it. 

Ir. HEREFORD. I will yield for it now. 

Mr. DAWES. I will say to the Senator from West Virginia that 
this very discrepancy, as he calls it, between two different finance re- 
ports made in two different years has been the subject of investiga- 
tion at the suggestion of his colleague, and the reply to it, the ex- 
planation why the statement was made in one report that the publie 
debt was so much that year and in another report that it was another 
sum in that same year, was all made in the report of the Finance 
Committee in response to his colleague; and it was shown thatthe rea- 
son why in one report it was stated to be one sum and in another re- 
port stated to be another sum was because in the first report there 
was not put into that column, but was existing in the finance report 
under another name, an item or two or three that the person who 
made up the former report thought wonld be more intelligible under 
another head. 

The Pacific Railroad indebtedness is an instance, which certain 

men at a certain time never considered an indebtedness of the 
United States, but only a guarantee on the part of the United States 
in substance; and there were other items in the same position. 
Mr. HEREFORD. Will my friend allow me to make a suggestion 
in that very connection? I understand the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to say that one cause of the difference was because the Pacific 
Railroad debt was taken from the previous statement. The debt 
statement shows that its amount was increased; and if you took 
the Pacific Railroad debt from it, it would have diminished it, but 
it has increased instead of being diminished. That, then, will not 
answer. The Senator from Massachusetts does not find that expla- 
nation in that report, either. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator stated that there had never been any 
explanation at all. Whether the explanation is a sufficient one or 
not, I stated when I was up before I would not trouble the Senate 
with any views upon it, because I was satisfied with the answer and 
the public was satisfied with the answer. I only wanted to state to 
the Senate that it had not gone without an answer. His colleague, 
in the troubles which have vexed his mind for years, has never been 
without an answer, such as it was, every time he has given utterance 
to them. He has not considered it sufficient. Everybody else has 
considered it sufficient, and all I cared to-day in this discussion was 
to know if there is anything new or not. If there is nothing new I 
am ready to let it a the country as the annual trouble that the 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. Davis] experiences and feels it his 
duty to make public. 1 

r. HEREFORD. It may be satisfactory to the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, but I do not think it is very satisfactory to a majority of 
the Senators on this floor. I do not believe it will be satisfactory to the 
American people. Ido not believe that the explanation of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts (and he was at the head of a very important 
committee for many years in the other House and is very conversant 
with this subject and kindred subjects) is satisfactory to any member 
of the Senate. Instead of the statement he made explaining the dis- 
crepancy, it involves it in greater mystery. 

ow take the next year; and these are the only two instances I 
intend to use for the purpose of illustrating the argument and the 
necessity for the of this resolution. In the finance report for 
1870 we are told the public debt was $2,386,000,000, in round numbers. 
Then when we come to the subsequent report of 1871, in king of 
that very same year, 1870, it says that the public debt was $2,480,000,- 
000, making a difference for that year of $94,000,000 ; or, in other words, 
for those two years the public debt is made 193,000,000 more by one 
1 than is Mowa h uo inen e u enta sh 

ow an em o -keepin n explain this, is very 
difficult le and I think for nde 3 to understand; 
and if I chose to occupy the time of the Senate, I could show not only 
that these discrepancies and di ments obtain with reference to 
the public debt, but that they obtain with equal force in reference to 
the receipts, and not only with reference to the receipts year by year, 
but with reference to the expenditures. The officials tell you in these 
reports that for one year—for instance, the year 1870, to illustrate 
the argument—the receipts were one hundred millions, and in a sub- 
sequent report, in the very next report, when they come to tell you 
what the receipts of 1870 were, they will tell you they were one hun- 
dred and fifty millions. Ido not use these as the exact figures, but 
3 to illustrate the argument. Now I ask any Benator, I ask any 
candid man, if your clerk should tell you in 1870 that your receipts 
were one hundred millions for that year, and in the subsequent year 
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should tell you that your receipts for that same year 1870 were one 
hundred and fifty millions, would you not əsk him for some explana- 
tion, and say, “ Sir, I cannot understand these reports of yours.” 

We have nothing to do at mt with the books of the De 
ment; all we deal with is these rts, these “statements,” as the 
Constitution of the United States declares them to be. We show 
these discrepancies running throughout in I believe nearly every 
single item of the public debt ; the receipts, the expenditures, the va- 
rious sources of receipts, and the various items of expenditure. We 
say, with these diserepancies in these separis there is some explana- 
tion due to the people of the country. Ido not say that the items 
have been altered; I say this, though, as was said by the Senator from 
Ohio, that in contemplation of law these statements or these reports 
are presumed to be transcripts of the public books, and if they are 
transcripts of the public books, then the publie books have Saon 
changed. Either the public books have been changed or these re- 
ports are false—one or the other ; forin contemplation of law these 
are the “statements” required by the Constitution, and they are pre- 
sumed to be literal transcripts of the public records. These “ state- 
ments” show very t variations and very great changes. 

Mr. President, I have occupied the time of the Senate longer than 
I anticipated when I rose. I hope the Senator from Vermont will do, 
as I understood him to say that he had concluded to do—agree to give 
my colleague just such a committee as will be satisfactory to Fim, 
and let us have the examination, and then we shall understand how 
this matter is. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I am disposed to accept the propo- 
sition, and not insist on a vote upon the substitute I offered, provided 
the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. Davis] will accept the sugges- 
tions of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN ] to drop the preamble, 
as we have already inserted words which prevent the assertion in 
terms that these frands have been committed. If the Senator in ad- 
dition to this will put in an amendment limiting the number of ste- 
no; hers and clerical assistants that he may require, I shall have no 
objection to his resolution. If he thinks all of the abundant opu- 
lence of the words in the original resolution is absolutely necessary, 
I shall make no objection to that; but it seems to me that three will 
better attend to the business than five. And then in the last part of 
the resolution it gives the committee power “ to take testimony, to 
employ stenographers and such clerical assistance as they may deem 

This is entirely unlimited. I thought, and still think, 

that one clerk, who is himself a stenographer, can go there and do all 

the business that is required of this special committee. I therefore 
will move to insert 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator withdraw the pending 
amendment ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not; but I take it that I have the right to 
amend the original resolution, there being no amendment pending to 
it, before the substitute is voted on. If I get these amendments, I 
shall withdraw my substitute. I propose to insert in lieu of that 
part: 
` One stenographer and one clerk. 


I take it the Senator will be satisfied that that will be sufficient for 


his pu and accomplish all the landable objects that he has in 
view. Iam sure, as I said before, that he will not lack any assistance 
from the T. Department. 


reasury 
> Mr, DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have stated once or twice that it 
was the substance of the resolation that I wanted; that is, the com- 
mittee; for I believe there was work and a good deal of it, and it 
will require some time and an expert to look carefully and report prop- 
erly, for no other report ought. to be made. Of course, ane: will d 

pend on the character of the committee. I may accept the Senator's 
proponon as to the clerk or expert, but I want to say this to him: 

e and the Senator from Massachusetts have said more than once 
that there has been an examination. Now Istate here, and I am pre- 
pared to prove, that the Committee on Finance last year, to which this 
resolution was sent when the special committee was asked, did not 
in any way as a committee examine or report upon the figures pointed 
out by myself. 

They did not, as a committee, visit the Treasury Department. They 
did not, as a committee, consider it in committee. They did, however, 
refer the remarks made by myself to a subcommittee consisting of 
the present siipii of the Treasury and the Senator from New York 
whe sits near me, [ Mr. KERNAN, ] both of whieh Senators stated on 
the floor that they bad not had time to make any examination, but re- 
porie to the Senate word for word just what came from the Treasury 

partment as a reply to the remarks I have made. That was the 
extent of the former examination. The Senator from Vermont is a 
member of that committee, and I think he will agree with me. The 
Senator from Delaware who is not in his seat [Mr, Bayarp] is also a 
member of it, and that Senator to-day informed me that that was the 
ease. There has been no examination up to the present time, but 
there has been an ex pore statement from the Treasury Depariment, 
and nothing else in the world. 

Now, Mr. President, there are two or three little things that I ought 
not to pass over without replying to. I shall be very brief. I do not 
want to detain the Senate; but there are two or t questions of 
fact stated by the Senators from Vermont and Massachusetts that 
ought not to go unnoticed. 


Mr. GARLAND. Will the Senator from West Virginia give way? 


can then be 


rd. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have no objection to giving way. 
I have no wish to proceed now if the Senate prefers that the febate 
should be deferred till Monday. 
Mr. GARLAND. I move, then, that the Senate do now adjourn. 
The motion was to; and (at two o’clock and fifty-seven min- 
ntes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


— matter can come up on Monday morning, and 
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FRIDAY, November 16, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clockm. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


UNIVERSAL EXPOSITION AT PARIS, 


Mr. SWANN, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported a 
joiut resolution (II. R. No. 48) in relation tothe international industrial 
exposition to be held in Paris in 1878; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. SWANN moved that the joint resolution be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union and ordered to be 
printed with the accompanying documents and made the special 
order for Tuesday next. 

Mr. COX, of New York, It was understood by the honorable chair- 
man of the committee that the views of the minority of that com- 
mittee should accompany his report, and that an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute was allowed to be offered, and also an amend- 
ment to that substitute, and that they should all be printed together. 

Mr. SWANN. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HALE. What day was snggested for the consideration of this 
joint resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. Tuesday next after the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. HALE, Let me suggest to the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Swann ] that he might perhaps call it up at an earlier day than that, 
for some of us hope to get very nearly through by that time. Let 
me ask the gentleman why the joint resolution should not be called 
up to-morrow? 

Mr. SWANN, There is noreason; and I will say that if the House 
should prefer, the committee are ready to go on with the bill to-day. 

Mr. HALE. I do not propose that. A 

The SPEAKER, Tho bill has been referred upon the motion of the 

tleman from Maryland, [Mr. Swann,] who has charge of it, to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. There is noth- 
ing to prevent a majority of the House at any time going into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. HALE. That is precisely my point. I suggest that instead of 
the gentleman giving notice that he will call the bill up on Tuesday 
next, which is an implied promise not to call it up before that time, 
it be left in Committee of the Whole with the understanding that at 
the first opportunity, when the House will consent to do so, the gen- 
tleman will ask for its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 104, relating to this con- 
dition of affairs. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The House may at any time, by a vote of a rity of the members present, sus- 

d the rules — PAn for the — of par inte the Committee of the Whole 
ouse on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The jéint resolution reported by the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Swann] relates to one of the subjects treated of 
in the message of the President to this Congress. Under the order of 
the House providing for the consideration of the pending special 
order, which is the bill relating to the resumption act, the House can 
proceed to the consideration of this bill at any time by a majority 
vote. The terms of that order exempts appropriation bills—not gen- 
eral appropriation bills merely, but appropriation bills. There is 
therefore no difficulty in considering this subject at any time the 
Hpo oA determine to do so, notwithstanding the pendency of the 
special order. 

Mr. HALE. I think it will be better that the understanding be, 
not that this subject will not be called up until Tuesday next, but 
that it be committed to the Committee of the Whole with the under- 
standing that it will be called up at any time when the House will 
consent. 

Mr, SWANN. That is my understanding of it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. There would be no objection to such a 
motion if the House will consent to it. There are other matters 
which are now pending 

Mr. HALE, That is for the House to determine. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have no objection to taking up this sub- 
ject to-morow or Monday, but as other matters are TE it was 
thonght better by the committee not to call it up until Tuesday next, 
in order that those matters may be di ef at this extra session. 


Mr. HALE. Let the subject be left without naming any day. 
Mr. COX, of New York. I think it would be wiser to have a special 
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day fixed. This subject can be disposed of on Tuesday or Wednes- 
day without any trouble, and there is much utility in having a day 
fixed for the purpose. 

Mr. HALE. Let it be understood that it will be called up to-mor- 


row if the House consent. 

Mr.SWANN. Iam perfectly satisfied with that, and would pre- 
fer that it would be left so that it can be called up to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Swann] 
withdraws the notice he gave that he would call up this subject on 
Tuesday next ? 

Mr. SWANN. Ido. 

Mr. MILLS. Do I understand the Chair to rule that any bill pro- 
viding for an appropriation of money can supersede the unfinished 
business, the same asa gen appropriation bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair states that this extra session of Con- 

was called for the purpose of considering certain matters men- 
tioned in the message of the President which was sent to Congress, 
Among the subjects mentioned is the one to which this joint resolu- 
tion reported by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Swann] relates ; 
the President specifically alludes to that subject in his m But 
the Chair does not base his su ion entirely upon that, but upon 
the resolution of the House the special order which in terms 
exempts “ appropriation bills.” The gentleman will notice the omis- 
sion of the word “ general” which is used in the rule which has 
just been read. The term “general appropriation bills” was not 
used in the resolution making the special order, but simply the term 
“ appropriation bills.” 

Mr. COX, of New York. Do I understand that the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Swann] can take the floor at any time under this 
ruling of the Chair and bring the House to a consideration of this 


subject ? 
The SPEAKER. Whenever the gentleman can get the House to 


agree to a motion to go into Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. COX, of New York. And he can take the floor at any time to 
make that motion? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would feel bound to recognize him for 
that pu , under the practice of the House. 

Mr. SWANN. I know the anxiety of the Secretary of State to 
have this matter brought before the House at the earliest practicable 
moment, and I would therefore suggest that this subject be taken up 
at the earliest day. It would be satisfactory to me to have it consid- 
ered to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution is referred to the Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to be printed with the proposed amend- 
ments. 

HOMESTEAD ENTRIES IN ALABAMA. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1515) to extend the time in certain cases for making 
roof of residence upon and cultivation of land in the State of Ala- 
ma entered under the homestead law, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. EWING. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLE- 
TON] has notified the Chair that he desires to make a report from the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I am not quite ready to report at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The order being called for, the morning 
hour will begin at twenty minutes past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. CONGER. I will inquire of the Chair how the morning hour 
is the regular order to day f $ 

The SPEAKER. The extension of tıme for debate on the resnmp- 
tion bill begins to-day, and under the terms of the resolution of the 
House the time so extended is after the morning hour. 

Mr. CONGER. How about the appropriation bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] 
stated that he was not ready to make the report. 

Mr. CONGER. I understood the Chair to propose that that report 
be made at the commencement of the business of the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would rule that it conld be made be- 
fore the commencement of the morning hour. As the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] is not ready to make the report 
now, the Chair will eee him later in the day for that purpose. 

Mr. CONGER. I merely wish to understand the matter. 


CHARLES H, FRANK. 


The SPEAKER. The unfinished business coming over from the 
morning hour of Friday last is the question of reference of a memorial 
of Charles H. Frank, asking to be reimbursed money paid by him for 
subsistence of recruits. This memorial was reported from the Com- 
mittee of Claims and a motion was made by the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Davis] to refer it to the Committee on War 
Claims. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] moved to amend so 
as to refer the memorial to the Committee on Military Affairs, pend- 
ing which the morning hour expired. The question is on the motion 
of the gentleman from Obio. 

Mr. FOSTER. I withdraw the motion. 
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The motion of Mr. Davis, of North Carolina, to refer the memorial 
to the Committee on War Claims was then to. - 
Mr. DAVIS, òf North Carolina, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the memorial was referred; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. CONGER. In re to the order of business to-day, I wish to 
put an inquiry to the Chair. If in this morning hour we should go 
through the call of committees and reach the call of States for res- 
olntions, must not such resolutions be of a private nature : 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 52. 

The Clerk read as follows: 7 

Reports from committees having been presented and disposed 
shall call for resolutions from 9 of each State and Del 
Territory, with Maine and the Territory last organized, alternately; and 
they shall not be debated on the very day of their being presented, nor on ed i 
assigned by the House for the receipt of resolutions, unless where the House s! 
direct otherwise, bat shall lie on the table, to be taken upin the order in which 
were presented; and if on any day the whole of the States and Territories 
not be called, the Speaker s begin on the next day where he left off the pre- 
vious day: Provi That no member offer more than one resolution, or one 
series of resolutions, all relating to the same subject, until all the States and Ter- 
ritories shall have been called. 


Mr. CONGER. My inquiry was whether, this being Friday and 
private-bill day, that portion of the rule relating to the offering of 
resolutions would operate oes 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks that it would, but that any res- 
olutions offered during the morning hour of Friday must be of a 
priyate character, not public. 

Mr. CONGER. If it is understood that according to the ruling of 
the Chair resolutions offered to-day must be of that character, it may 
influence our action somewhat, ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that resolutions offered during 
the call of States in the morning hour of Friday, must be exclusively 
of a private character; itiscompetent for the House after exhanstion 
of private business to proceed under Rule 128. : 

Mr. SAYLER. Mr. Speaker, suppose that the private business of 
to-day should be exhausted, then under the ruling of the Chair, which 
I regard as a very proper ruling, any business may occupy the atten- 
tion of the House. N 

The SPEAKER. If the call of committees for reports of a private 
nature should be exhausted, the call of States and Territories for reso- 
lutions would next come up; but the Chair rules that such resolu- 
tions must be of a private nature, the class of business that is required 
to be transacted on Friday. The gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. SAYLER] 
will remember that while private as well as public bills may be re- 

rted during the morning hour of any other day than Friday, the 

usiness of Friday under the rule must be of a private nature. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is unquestionably true so long as business of a 
private nature is before the House ; but when such business has been 
exhausted, then I submit public. business may be considered on Friday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will not decide that point before the 
contingency arises: The Chair refers the gentleman to Rule 128. 

Mr. CONGER. Lunderstood the Chair to rule that this morning 
hour must be occupied with private business, whether it be the re- 
porting of bills from committees or the call of States for resolutions. 

ar understanding of the ruling of the Chair on that point might 
determine the action of some member, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair never makes decisions on hypothetical 


cases, 

Mr. CONGER. I had understood the Chair to rule that any reso- 
lutions offered this morning under the call of States, if we should 
reach that order during this morning hour, must be of a private na- 
ture. It is immaterial to me how the Chair rules; but I would like 
to understand the ruling upon that point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would rule that resolutions offered 
upon the call of States during this morning hour must be of a pri- 
vate nature. If the call should be exhausted, the Chair is of opinion 
that the House would then have the right to proceed with whatever 
business the House might determine under the rules. } 

Mr. CONGER. Our understanding upon this point might decide 
how we would N the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER, the gentleman from Michigan wisbes to con- 
fies tos morning hour, the Chair knows of no one more competent. 

ughter. 
i Mr CONGER. I should prefer to state my object when the occa- 
sion arises, 


CHANGING NAME OF A SHIP, 

Mr. HUBBELL, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back, 
with a recommendation that it the bill (H. R. No. 1265) author- 
izing the change of the name of the ship Sammel G. Reed. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to allow the owner of the ship Samuel G. Reed, a vessel of 
American ownership and license, to change her name, and be here- 
after known as the Fantee. 

Mr. HUBBELL. Iam prepared to state the facts in this case for 
the information of the House; but if that is not desired I will call 
3 question on the engrossment aud third reading of the 
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Mr. CONGER. I should like to hear the facts in this case stated 
before the previous question is called. 

Mr. HUBBELL. This is a bill 2 to change the name of this 
ship to Fantee. The subcommittee of the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom the question was referred, made a thorough examination 
into the history and record of the vessel. They find she is owned 
by a responsible owner, that there are no claims existing against 
her, and there are no reasons why the bill should not pass. The 
present owner of the vessel desires to put her in the trade. with 
Africa, going to a place the name of which is that proposed to be 
given to this vessel, and the change of name is asked for that pur- 


Mr. CONGER. The former law authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury of his own motion to change the name of American-regis- 
tered vessels, steamboats, and sailing-vessels. Under that law the 
names of many vessels were chan by the Treasury Department 
without the knowledge of the public. New names were given to old 
vessels. In regard to steamboats nsed as passenger vessels that prac- 
tice was very injurious and very destructive to life and property. 
Old steamboats were permitted to change their names, and with a 
lavish use of putty and of paint were made to look very nicely, and 
with new names they started forth on our rivers and upon the ocean, 
passengers being invited to go upon these old, worn-out crafts, re- 
4 i and refixed, eee by the public, perhaps, to be new and 
safe vessels. 

The result was that there were losses of life amounting to over 
thirteen hundred lives in one year, attributable mainly to the fact 
that the public were deceived by this change of name into suppos- 
ing that the vessel having a new name was a new vessel. Congress 
very properly and very promptly topenia that law and toòk away 
from the Secretary of the Treasury the power to change the names 
of vessels. The reason for that action of Con remains against 
any such change of name, whether it be made by act of Congress or 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

For many years, so far as I know, there has been no change of the 
name of asteamboat permitted by Congress, or under any law of 
Congress, and no change of the names of sailing-vessels, for the 
reasons to which I have alluded. The only changes in name that 
have been made within the last eight or ten years, to my knowl- 
edge, by Congress, have been changes of names of pleasure yachts 
which carry no passengers except the families of the owners; an 
there has been no objection to that. Pleasure boats not used for com- 
mercial purposes and not used for carrying passengers have been per- 
mitted to change their names at the pleasure of their owners. 

Now, my objection is not to the change in this particular case, It 
may be proper, But I think to change the name of a vessel which 
ma oy passengers and which wonld carry freight is dangerous, 
ane should be prevented Alepia thort possible, or restricted to pecu- 
liar cases of necessity. In all other cases I have, for years, 0 
this change of names of yessels, and especially of steamboats. I rise 
to oppose it now, unless some particular reason is given why the 
operation of the law should be interfered with. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I rise to correct one of the statements of the gen- 
tleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] Quite a number of bills were 
passed in the last Con changing the names of vessels, and several 
of the cases were similar to this one. The gentleman is mistaken in 
saying that for the last eight or ten years Congress has not changed 
the names of vessels. Considerable numbers of such bills passed in 
re last Congress, and one of them at least was the case of a steam- 


t. 

Mr. CONGER. I should have said that for many years, until the 
last Congress, the names of vessels had not been changed. In that 
Congress there was a committee which recommended permission to 
change names of vessels, but it had the opposition of many members 
of the House. 

Mr. DUNNELL, I desire to say only one word in consequence of 
the modification which the gentleman from Michigan has made of 
his statement, I am unable to discover, nor has the gentleman given 
any reason, why the name of the vessel should not be changed, 
provided the reasons for such a change appear to the House to be 
satisfactory and provided 5 5 that she is well-built and a worthy 
vessel, that no frand can at all be practiced upon the traveling publio, 
and that no one can possibly be injured by it. 

The owner of a vessel pn Se a very good personal reason why 
he would have the name changed. This man pee a good reason. 
The vessel is his property. He desires it shall have another name, 
and I enn see no reason why Congress should not gratify 
the owner of a well-built new vessel by ittipg him to change 
the name of his vessel. I know the gentleman from Michigan may 
differ from the Committee on Commerce in opinions about the policy 
in regard to vessels, as he may about other — 3 5 which may come 
under discussion during this Con I hope, however, there will 
be o eee opposition to this bill, which the committee has carefully 
conside: . 

Mr. CONGER~* I desire only to say that the gentleman has given 
no reason in the world why the operation of the law in this case should 
be interfered with. 

Mr. HUBBELL, I yield now for a few moments to the gentleman 
from New ork ies: Cox.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. Gentlemen upon this side of the House 
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could not hear very well what the proposition of the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. HUBBELL] was. But it is of more importance than 
perhaps the House is aware of. The gentleman seeks to change the 


name of a vessel. There must be some good reason for it and for 
the reasons given by my friend from Michigan [Mr. Concur] we 
should give our heed to these Proponi Honi coming in upon Congress 
to change the name of vessels. It is a suspicious thing to change 
the name of a man or of a vessel. Generally when anything is done 
wrongfully it is done under an alias, under some other name, The 
English Parliment two years ago was aroused from its old sedenta; 
ways by a demonstration from Mr. Primsoll showing that the Britis 
commercial marine, or a large portion of it, was rotten, that lives 
had been lost and insurances beste on collected in consequence, 
and a revolution has taken place in England on that subject. 

In our commercial marine we have had vessels painted over again 
and their names changed, and hundreds of people have been drowned 
in the ocean because they took their venture in old vessels su 
ing them to be new by reason of the new baptism. These things 
should always be done heedfully. The gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr, HUBBELL] tells me privately that the owner of this vessel wishes 
to change its name because he desires to make a trade with Afric: 
and therefore he wants to change the name of his vessel from the ol 
name to that of the African port at which he wishes to trade. That 
is not a very heavy reason; it is no reason atall. By making this 
change we might delude many people. We might delude the colored 
people into going into this old vessel newly painted under the sup- 
position that it was a new one, under this new colonization scheme. 

do not want to have our colored brethren drowned in the ocean any 
more than I want to have them eaten by alligators or killed by ma- 
laria in Africa. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I desire to ask the gentleman what reason he had 
for proposing to change the name of a vessel from William M. Tweed? 

r. COX, of New York. Because the name of “Tweed” wus obnox- 
ious, and 1 changed it into “Industry.” The owner of the yacht 
came within the category referred to by the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. Concer, ] and we had good evidence that the change might 
safely be made when the subject was before the committee of which 
ap gentleman from Michigan was a member; and a very geod one 

e was. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to say a word or two. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I will yield to the gentleman for five minutes. 

Mr. REAGAN. I only wish to say a few words with reference to 
the character of the objections to the bill. The gentleman from Michi- 

n (Mr. HUBBELL] has stated the facts and I will not go over them. 

What I shall say will be with reference to the action of the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. The committee, during the last session of Con- 
gress, and so far as it has acted during the present session, has rec- 
ognized the dangers and mischiefs referred to by the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Concer) in nfo. Sar reasons why we should be 
careful in the passage of bills of this kind. In no instance have we 
recommended a change of name without a statement of substantial 
reasons and the fullest proof as to the capacity of the vessel, as to its 
age, and as to its condition of soundness. During the last session of 
Congress the name of a steamboat on the Mississippi River, owned 
perhaps at Saint Lonis, was changed, and the names of several ves- 
sels owned in New England were changed. I do not remember the 
number. I do not propose to speak in to anythin; receding 
the last session of Congress; but I know that several such bills p: 
the last session, and Iam not mistaken in saying that in each instance 
full proof well authenticated was required by the committee of the 
character of the vessel, the age of the vessel, its condition and sea- 
worthiness before we would consent to change the name. That is 
all I desire to say 

Mr. HUBBELL, I now yield three minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. O'NEILL. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I would like to ask the gentleman from Michigun 
(Mr, HUBBELL] whether it is to be the policy of the Committee on 
Commerce to report bills to change the names of vessels under such 
circumstances as those under which this name is sought to be changed. 
When, two or three years ago, I had the honor of being a member of 
the Committee on Commerce, I made an effort to have the name of a 
vessel changed under somewhat similar circumstances, and the idea 
of the committee at that time was that it was dangerous to pass an 
measures of this kind. Now, I will vote for this change of name wit 
great pleasure; but in a day or two I shall present, in behalf of eon- 
stituents of my own, a bill asking the name of a vessel to be 750 
It is one of a line of vessels running from the port of Philadelphia, 
and they simply wish the name changed for the sake of assimilating 
it somewhat to the names of the other vessels composing the line. 
Three of these vessels are named after countries, and the fourth ves- 
sel of the line has a name which I do not now recollect, but not of a 
country. They sought for several years to have an act of Congress 
passed to authorize the change to which I refer, so that it should cor- 
respond somewhat to the character of the names of the other vessels 
of the line, and it was refused. I think the circumstances of that 
case were just as as the circumstances under which the gentle- 
man from Michigan [Mr. HUBBELL] now seeks to change the name 
of this vessel, aud I shall take great pleasure in a day or two in pre- 
senting a bill asking to change the name of the vessel belonging to 
constituents of my own. 
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Mr. HUBBELL. ANI have to say in reply to the question of the 
gentleman is that when his bill comes before the Committe on Com- 
pry I presume the committee will give it a careful and candid con- 
sideration. 

Mr. O'NEILL, And I hope with the same result that the gentle- 
man has achieved in this case. 

Mr. HUBBELL. So do I. One word more. I wish to say further 
that the Committee on Commerce have already availed themselves of 
all the wisdom with re; to the policy of changing names of ves- 
sels which my colleague [Mr. CoONGER] has alluded to. We have con- 
sidered this question in all its aspects. We have discussed the ques- 
tion as to the propriety of changing the name of a steamer or of any 
vessel carrying passengers. We considered this subject in view of 
all these questions, 

In this case we found a stanch well-built vessel, built in 1869 ; we 
had her measurement, her tonnage, her title clear through. She was 
pra the name of Samuel G. The Baring Brothers sold her 

a Mr. Wilbur, and he sold her to the gentleman who now owns her, 
Mr. Matthew Bartlett. The name is ee to the present owner. 
He says he proposes to put this vessel in the African trade. The 
committee are assured that there are no claims against her, and that 
she is a worthy sea-going vessel. They see no reason in the world 
why the owner of this vessel, wishing to put her into the African 
trade, should not give her the name of the port, or a name which 
would suggest the port to which he proposes to trade. 

The sub-committee refused to act upon this case until all these facts 
were laid beforethem. I have a copy of her register, of her measure- 
ment. When all these things were presented to the sub-committee 
they were unanimous in recommending that the bill be reported 
favorably, and when the subject came before the full committee they 
instructed me unanimously te report this bill to the House and ask 

or its passage. 

Mr. HALE. Allow me one question. When was this vessel built ? 

Mr. HUBBELL. It was built in Boston, Massachusetts, in the year 
I have a copy of the register. 

Mr. HALE. That is all. She isan American-built vessel. 

Mr. HUBBELL. She is an American-built vessel. I now ask that 
the bill be put on its passage, and call the 1 question. 

The previous question was seconded and main question ordcred ; 
and under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en 
and reada third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HUBBELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SCHOONER CAPTAIN CHARLES ROBBINS. 


Mr. HUBBELL. I am farther instructed by the Committee on 
Commerce to ask the Hoase to take from the Speaker’s table and put 
upon its passage at this time Senate bill No. 289, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register and change the name of 
the schooner Captain Charles Robbins to Minnie, It is a similar 
bill to House bill No. 910, which was referred to a sub-committee 
of the Committee on Commerce and upon which a report was made. 
This Senate bill pro to change the name of the schooner Captain 
Charles Robbins to Minnie. This is an American-built schooner and 
has been changed into a pleasure-yacht. At the last session of Con- 

asimilar bill passed the Senate, came to this Honse, was re- 
Forredto the Committee on Commerce, and by that committee referred 
to a sub-committee, which committee on the 14th day of January 
made a favorable report through Mr. Durand, its acting chairman. 

Mr. CONGER. Is it registered as a pleasure-yacht ? 

Mr. HUBBELL. I do not know. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. HUBBELL ] 
asks unanimous consent to take from the Speaker’s table for consid- 
eration at this time the bill which he has indicated. 


Mr. BANNING. I object. 
Mr. REED. I hope the tleman from Ohio [Mr. BANNING] will 
permit this bill to be ee i It proposes merely to change the name 


of a pleasure-yacht. 

Mr. BANNING. I want to get in a report from a committee. 

Mr. REED. This will take but a moment. 

Mr. BANNING. I withdraw my objection. 

There being no further objection, the bill was taken from the 
Speaker’s table and read a first and second time. 

The bill authorizes the owner of the schooner Captain Charles Rob- 
bins, of Portland, Maine, to change its name to Minnie, and directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register for the same. 

The bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. HUBBELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
8 j and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SOUTHERN MAIL CONTRACTORS, 


Mr. WADDELL, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, reported back, with a recommendation that the same be passed, 


po 
House joint resolution No, 20, to apply the amount appropriated by 
the act of Congress approved Mareh 

mail contractors. 


3, 1877, to pay certain southern 


The joint resolution provides that the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall n at once to pay, in full, to the late mail contractors of the 
States of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, Tennes- 
see, Virginia, and West Virginia, their heirs or legul representatives, 
the amounts due under their respective contracts for the years 1839, 
1860, and 1861; and the Bppropcintipe of $375,000, made by act ap- 
proved March 3, 1877, shall be immediately available for said pay- 
ments; provided, that no payments shall be made for services ren- 
dered after May 31, 1861, when discontinuance was ordered by the 
Postmaster-General; and the provisions of section 3480 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States shall not be applicable to the 
payments herein anthorized; and that all acts and parts of acts in- 
consistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Mr. CONGER. I rise to a point of order, first, that this is not a 
private bill but a general bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I make the further point of order that it 
should receive its first consideration in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will sustain that point of order. 

Mr. WADDELL, I can explain the object of the joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. WADDELL] that the point of order was made by the 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] that this was not a private 
bill, and the Chair overruled that point of order. To be a private 
bill it must not be general in its enactments but for some particular 
paean or persons. The Chair therefore rules that this is a private 

ill. 


But the gentleman from Michigan has made the farther point of 
order that the bill contains an appropriation and must receive its 
1 consideration in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. 

Mr. WADDELL. It does not contain an appropriation. I will 

lain the object of the bill if the House will hear me, and then I 
will ask the previous question. In the sundry civil appropriation 
bill passed on the 3d day of last March an appropriation of $375,000 
was made to pay certain mail contractors for carrying the mails in 
the Southern States previous to the war. 

Mr. CON GER. I object to debate. 

12 SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right to speak to the point 
of order. 

Mr. WADDELL. The point of order, if I understand, is that the 
bill makes an appropriation, It does not; but simply directs the 
eee of the Treasury how to pay out an appropriation already 


made, 

Mr. ATKINS. This appropriation was made at the last session of 
Congress by a clause in the sundry civil appropriation bill, which 
was voted for by a very large majority of the last House. The gen- 
tleman from Michi, I believe, supported it. 

Mr. CONGER. I suppose there can be no question that this bill 
8 the money. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the bill to be read again. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Spesker, I claim that this comes within the 
class of cases that must receive their first consideration in Committee 
of the Whole, because, notwithstanding any appropriation of money 
that may have been made, the expenditure from the Treasury cannot 
be made without this bill. I think the rule covers all this class of 
cases eons. to the expenditure of money. 

Mr. WADDELL. If the gentleman will permit me I can explain. 

Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman will wait a moment he will have 
a chance. I ask that the Chair direct the reading of the rule on this 
subject, and then I will show in what respect I think it applies to 
this case. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


All proceedings touching appropriations of money and all bills making 
priatious of money or property, or requiring such appropriations to be ©. or 
authorizing payments out of appropriations already made shall be first discussed 
in Committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. CONGER. I think that the rule covers By. point, 

The SPEAKER. The language of this rule embraces “all proceed- 
in ge touching appropriations of money.” The Chair sustains the point 
0 er. 

Mr. WADDELL. Would it be in order for me to move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole ? 

The SPEAKER, That motion would be in order after the morning 
bour and Capon 80 of the special order. 

Mr. WADDELL. Then I give notice that I will make the motion 
if the Chair will recognize me, 

The SPEAKER. The motion will be in order after the disposition 
of tho special order, which will come up immediately upon the close 
of the morning hour. The Chair is clear in his conviction that the 
decision he has just made is in the safe line of economy; and by this 
interpretation of the rule no harm can come to anybody, because it 
is within the province of the Honse whenever a majority so desire to 
go in Committee of the Whole for the purpose of reaching the bill, 


PAY OF LETTER-CARRIERS, 
Mr. WADDELL. I am instructed by the Committee on the Post- 
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Oftice and Post-Roads to report back, with an amendment in the form 
of a substitute, the bill (H. R. No. 903) to fix the pay of letter-carriers. 
Mr. EDEN. I make the point of order that this not a private bill. 
Mr. HALE. It must be a public bill. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. The bill 
is not in order under this eall. 


JOHN GREEN, SR. 


Mr. KNOTT. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Jndiciary 
to report back and recommend the House to pass the bill (H. R. No. 
977) to relieve the political disabilities of John Green, sr., of Alabama. 
The bill is accompanied with a petition. 

a bill, having been read, was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. : 

Mr. PRICE. Has “John Green, sr.” filed a petition for the removal 
of his political disabilities ? 

The SPEAKER, The petition accompanies the bill. 

Mr. PRICE, Can it be read? 

The SPEAKER. It will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

BURST CORN, ALABAMA, December 8, 1876. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives now. in Congress assembled: 

I hereby ask your honorable body to release me from my disabilities. Iam an 
old man, nearly eighty-seven years of I served in the war of 1812; I wasin 
the Alabama convention when she withdrew from the Union. I voted against her 
leaving the Union; but when out and we had a State and confederate constitution 
with which I was satisfied, I being a southern-raised man and all my property here, 
I decided to go with my own section of vaman, and did aid and assist in the 
rebellion. Now I ask your honorable body to release me from my disabilities. In 
so doing I shall ever feel under lasting ob to your honorable body. 

JOHN GREEN, Sr. 

Mr, PATTERSON. I understand that that man is eighty-seven years 
old. He will never be able to do much more damage. Let the bill 


ASS. | 
` The bill was ordered to be en and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

F. E. SHEPPARD. 


Mr. KNOTT also, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 1516) to remove the political disabilities of F. E, Shep- 
pard, of Virginia; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. KNOTT. I desire to say that in every case in which a bill for 
the removal of disabilities is reported it is accompanied by a peti- 
tion, and I hope the time of the House will not be taken up by read- 
ing the petitions, which have met the approval of the committee 
unanimonsly. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, I should like to hear the petition read. 

The petition was read. i 

The Mill was ordered to be Lge Spare and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 


: C. B. OLIVER. 
Mr. KNOTT also, from the Committee on the Jndiciary, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 1517) to remove the political disabilities of C. B. Oliver; 
which was read times, and passed, two-thirds voting in favor 


thereof. 
JOHN T, TUCKER. 


Mr. KNOTT also, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 1518) to remove the political disabilities of John T. 
Tucker, of the District of Columbia; which was read three times, 
and passed, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 


W. E. WYSHAM. 


Mr. KNOTT also, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 8 a 
bill (H. R. No. 1519) to remove the political disabilities of W. E. Wy- 
sham, of Maryland, which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. CONGER. 1 suggest that the given name be written in the 
bill. I notice that in other cases also the initials only were used. 

Mr. KNOTT. The bills are drawn in conformity with the petition. 
I know nothing of the names, except as they appear there. 

Mr. PRICE. I presume the full name is signed to the petition, 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; the initials only are nsed, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being en , it was accordingly read the third time, and passed ; 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 


GEORGE P. TURNER. 


Mr. KNOTT also, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 1520) to remove the political disabilities of George P. 
Turner, of Alabama; which was read three times, and passed; two- 
thirds voting in favor thereof. 


CHARLES W. FIELD. 


Mr. KNOTT. Lask unanimous consent that a similar bill for the 
relief of Charles W. Field, being Senate bill No. 291, be taken from 
the Speaker’s table and passed at this time. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 291) to remove the political 
disabilities of Charles W. Field, of King George County, Virginia, was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, and was réad three times, and passed ; 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. ees, 


UNSTAMPED INSTRUMENTS. 


The SPEAKER. Reports are still in order from the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. CONGER. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Judiciary 
to report a bill, which is perhaps not strictly a private bill, to author- 
ize the affixing of stamps to unstamped instruments, It is desirable 
it should be passed, and I ask permission to report it at this time. 

The SPEAKER. That would not be in order. The rule is very 
explicit. Private bills may be introduced on public-bill day, but 
public bills shall not be introduced on private-bill day, m 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I unanimous consent for the 
passage of the bill which the gentleman from Michigan desires to re- 

rt. 


po n 

The SPEAKER, It is not in order to ask unanimous consent for 
that pu during the morning hour, it being a public bill. 

The call of Committees was continued, and ed the Committee 
on War Claims. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has expired. 


THE STRENGTH OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. MILLS. I ask unanimous consent to submit for action at this 
time the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and they are hereby, di. 
rected to inquire into and report to this House the strength of the cavalry and 
infantry regiments in the United States Army, how many cavalry and how many 
infantry regiments are employed on the Texas frontier, number and character 
of the troo; I there, the condition and military ent of the fron- 
s 15 wW s aoa oual military forces are needed to protect the people of Texas 

tom Mexican 


Mr. CONGER. Is that resolution one for reference ? 
The SPEAKER. No, sir; for action. 
Mr. CONGER. I would like to hear the first portion of it again 


read. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be again reported. 

The resolution was in read. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the resolution? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

Mr. BANNING. I offer as a substitute what I send to the desk. 

Mr. HALE. Let us have the regular order, 

The SPEAKER. The House has given unanimous. consent to the 
introduction of this resolution for consideration at this time. 

Mr. HALE. I donot mean the demand for the regular order to 
apply to the resolution of the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. MILLs.] 

The SPEAKER. That is the qnestion before the House. 

Mr. HALE. 1 2 Sa that had been dis of, 

The SPEAKER. Chair understands the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. BANNING] desires to amend the resolution. 

Mr. BANNI I offer as a substitute for the resolution what I 
send to the desk. i 

Mr. HALE. That can on 

The SPEAKER. Why so 

ary HALE. Unless the gentleman from Texas yields for an amend- 
men 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is open to amendment when 
before the House. 

Mr. HALE. I understood it has passed the first and second read- 


Phe SPEAKER. It is a House resolution. A first and second read- 
ing are not n . 

. CONGER. e Chair asked consent for the passage of the 
resolution which was 5 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asked consent for the introduction of 
the resolution. The Chair could not ask consent for its passage. 
That remains for the House to determine. 

Mr. CONGER. I inquired if the resolution was for passage or for 
reference, and the Chair said it was for passage. j 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. CONGER. Is this the same resolution which was read ? 

The SPEAKER, It is the same resolution as was read, and the 
gentleman from Ohio moves a substitute. 

Mr, CONGER. Then he might present an entirely different matter? 

The SPEAKER. It would have to ee to the subject. 

Mr. HALE, The gentleman who in uced the resolution can set- 
tle the matter at once, because he had the unanimous consent of the 
House for its introduction, by calling the previous question on his 
resolution. He will understand, as the House understands, that fre- 
quently there is no objection to a particular resolution that is read, 
because it is sup that it will be immediately put upon its pas- 
sa; But gentlemen would object if it were to be open to debate. 
and to the consumption of time or other propositions put in as sub- 
stitutes, I therefore hope that the gentleman from Texas will call 
the previous question at once, so that the House may act upon the 
matter which it consented should come in. ; : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asked unanimous consent to in- 
troduce the resolution. It is the province of the House to pass the 
resolution. It is not the duty of the Chair. Unanimous consent hav- 
ing been given for its introduction, the resolution is before the House: 


be by unanimous consent, 
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entleman from 
he rise for that 


for consideration and is open to amendment. The 
Texas did not demand the previous question, nor 


purpose t 
. HALE. I would suggest to him that he call the previous ques- 
tion now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BANNING] then 
rose and insisted on being recognized, which the Chair was bound to 


do. 
Mr. HALE. I find no fault of course with the Speaker, but I hope 


the gentleman who introduced the resolution, will, as s y as pos- 
sible, put it to a vote. I should have objected to its introduction, had 
I supposed other propositions could come in for debate and delay. 

wk he SPEAKER. The Chair believes the gentleman from Texas would 
not have the province now to demand the previous question on the 
resolution so as to cut off the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. BANNING, ] 
who has been recognized, . 

Mr. HALE. He can immediately, when recognized, demand the pre- 
vious question, and save us from further debate and loss of time. 

Mr. CONGER. I submit that in fairness when unanimons consent 
was asked, it was asked iu reference to the proposition read to the 
House, and, if there was any misunderstanding, fairness requires that 
the question shall be put again tothe House. I asked that it be dis- 
tinetly stated whether the request was made for consideration or pas- 


sage. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair has not the right to ask consent for the 

assage of a resolution. That is an act on the part of the House. The 
Chair simply asks permission of the House for the introduction of the 
resolution for consideration. That is as far as the Chair can possibly 

. The adoption of the resolution of the House is another stage in 
the proceedings, with which the Chair has nothing whatever to do. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair will recollect that I asked him if the res. 
olution was introduced for reference or passage, and the Chair said 
for 0. 207 
The SPEAKER. For consideration, the Chair said. 

Mr. CONGER. I beg the Chairs pardon. 

The SPEAKER, Go to the notes, 

Mr. CONGER. L said passage: i } 

Mr. BANNING. Lask the previous question on the substitute which 
I offer, and ask that it be read. 

The Clerk read the substitute offered by Mr. BANNING, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and they aro. hereby, in- 
structed to inquire into— 

1. Tho total number of general, staff, field, and Une officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, artificers. w ers, and other enlisted men and employés in 
all branches of the Army on the Ist day of July, the Ist day of September, and the 
lat day of November, 1877, respectively, aud where, how, and in what service such 
officers and men have been employed during the present and last fiscal year. 

2. The number and rank of officers on the retired list. 

3. The number and rank of all officers on the active list who are unassigned and 
the reason why they are so un: the number and rank of officers on the 
active list physically unfit for the proper diso of their duties by reason of 

6, disease, or other disability, and the number and rank of all officers npon leave 
of sbeence during the present fiscal year, and the length of such leave in each 


case. 

4. The 3 of 8 on the 9 Ginto Toran, 8 and 
character troops in the Departmen: xas, conduct o tary o. 
tions in that department, and what, if any, additional reine” f jon ought to 
be provided for the le on that frontier against Indian an xican marauders, 

5. The number and tion of all military headquarters, forts, and posts, the 
annual cost of maintaining each of them and the necessity therefor. 

6. The practicability and by. eager: ae igen, 4 consolidating, or otherwise 
changing 8 organiza of Army with a view to promoting its effi- 
ciency and reducing its cost. 

Anil the committee is authorized to send for persons and papers and may report 


by bill or 

Mr. MILLS. I rise to a point of order. That amendment is not 

rmane to my proposition, which is a specifie and direct inquiry as 
10 the condition of the frontier. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will have the rule read. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 

No motion or proposition on a subject different from that under consideration 
1 — 5 poy — . No bill or eee 3 at = 
ar resolation pending before the House. Abe 3 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to ask the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. BANNING] the question, whether this is not the identical 
resolution offered by him on a former occasion under the rules, sub- 
ject to further consideration of the House? 

Mr. BANNING. It is not the identical resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the same in substance? 

Mr. BANNING. It is in substance. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair rules it out. i 

Mr. BANNING. The resolution was objected to when I offered it 
before. 

The SPEAKER. Yes, but it laid over under the rule and is open 
to the consideration of the House. There can not be a doubt about it. 

The question was taken on Mr. MILLs’s resolution; and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. | 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ELECTION CONTEST—WIGGINGTON VS. PACHECO. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House papers in the contested-elec- 


tion case of P, D. Wigginton vs. Romualdo Pacheco, of California; 
which were referred to the Committee of Elections, 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. SINGLETON, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported 
a bill (H. R. No. 1521) to provide for deficiencies in the appropriation 
for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes; which was read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I move that this bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and be printed. I 
give notice that to-morrow, immediately after the reading of the Jour- 
nal, I shall move to go into Committee of the Whole for the purpose 
of considering the bill. 

The motion was 

Mr. CANNON, of 
on the bill. 

The SPEAKER. All points of order will be reserved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing from the President of the United States was 
communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. SINGLETON. I ask leave to make a report from the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. That will require unanimous consent. 

Mr, EWING. I object, and for the regular order. 


REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 


The SPEAKER, The regular order of business is the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No, 805) reported by the gentleman from Ohio 17785 
Ew1nG] from the Committee on Banking and Currency, to repeal the 
third section of the act entitled “ An act to provide for the resum 
tion of specie payments.” The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Hart] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EWING. I ask the gentleman from New York to yield to me 
that I may ask unanimous consent of the House that those gentlemen 
who desire to speak upon this bill, and shall not have the opportunity 
to do so, may have their remarks printed in the RECORD. 

There was no objection, and leave was accordingly granted. 

Mr. HART. Mr. Speaker, it is my desire to occupy the floor at this 
time only to express grave doubt of the wisdom of this proposed 
measure, and to give full assent to the views so earnestly declared by 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. CHITTENDEN,] the gentleman 
from New Jersey, [Mr. HARDENBERGH,] and the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Eames,] who are associated with me on the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, While I am glad to believe that 
the friends of this measure are actuated by the same degree of sin- 
cerity as those who stand in opposition, I cannot think otherwise than 
that if this bill shall become a law a great wrong will be done, It 
seems almost a crime to open up this question and plunge the busi- 
ness interests of the whole country into another period of uncertaint, 
and doubt, when gold and paper currency are so nearly assimilate 
in value. Notwithstanding the denial of some, I still believe that 
those undefined laws of trade and commerce, which are as immutable 
as the laws of nature, will regulate this whole question if we as legis- 
lators, instead of tinkering with this subject, will pay attention to 
building up the material prosperity of our country. In this as in 
every kind of business, the old saying, “ Honesty is the best policy,” 
will forcibly apply. This Government has given a pledge to doa 
certain thing; now let it redeem that promise. In ordinary, every- 
day transactions we would at once lose confidence in the man who 
attempted to get rid of paying an acknowledged debt by seeking to 
pay a sum less than the obligation called for. Is it wise, then, in us 
to place the Government in a position which would ruin the rospects 
of any business man. Our credit is worth preserving, © cannot 
afford to haye it impaired. In this case, at any rate, it is our best 
policy to be honest. 

Mr, Speaker, I haye said more than I intended to. My purpose is 
3 express a deep conviction that this bill is wrong in prin- 
ciple, likely to be disastrous in effect, and should not become a law. 
I now yield for a few minutes to my colleague, [Mr. McCook. J 

Mr. McCOOK. Mr. Speaker, I cannot hope to say anything new in 
regard to the measure now before the House, especially after the able 
and exhaustive manner in which it has been rane | by those who 
have preceded me, and nothing but the imperative duty I owe to my 
constituents and myself induces me to rise for the purpose of givin 
very briefly and imperfectly my reason why I cannot vote for the bill. 

In my judgment, instead of its present title, it should be designated 
as “ An act to break the plighted faith of the Government and to 
impair its credit both at home and abroad.” The real question may 
be disguised by denunciation of national banks, by enlarging upon 
the danger of contraction and the beauties of expansion, by attempt- 
ing to array capital against labor, and by reference to the supposed 
blood-thirsty propensity of the average bondholder; but, after all 
the important feature is, Shall the date fixed for the resumption o. 
ave payments be repealed and the Government of the United States 
placed in the attitude of repudiating a solemn pledge? 

Nearly three years the Co of the United States, after full 
discussion, passed the bill the section of which is now sought 


to, and the bill was referred accordingly. 
inois. I desire to reserve all points of order 


460 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


NOVEMBER 16, 


to be repealed. There were differences then as now in regard to the 
wisdom of certain of its features and as to the possible effect npon 
the country of its passage, Sv far as I have any knowledge, no effort 
was made to ignore the fact that resumption at any tixed, detinite 
time, however distant, might work hardship in some instances and 
possibly cunse suffering in others. It was also quite as well ander- 
stoud that any debt, whether private or public, is a burden; that its 
honest payment often requires great sacrifices ; and that, unless repu- 
diation was resorted to, the legal-tender notes must be paid at some 
time or other. The loan was one that had been forced upon the peo- 
ple by the Government in a time of great national peril, when ordi- 
nary means had been found insufficient to meet its exigencies; and 
its eventual payment rested solely upon its honor. As it could not 
be sued, the ho!ders of the notes were legally powerless; aud while 
the implied prowise of the Government was that they were not to be 
redeemed in coin until after the termination of the war, it appears 
to me that no one can, with any show of fairness, defend and justify 
the indetinite postponement of the effort. 

In addition, the act of March, 1869, called the public-credit act, not 
only pledged the faith of the United States to the payment in coin or 
its equivalent of United States notes not bearing interest, but it ex- 
plicitly declared 
That the faith of the United States is also solemnly 8 to make provision 

eartiest practicable period © Unit 


at fee i for the redemption of ed States notes in 
co 


In Jannary, 1875, six years after this solemn pledge, the initiatory 
steps were taken to redeem the promise ; but to avoid the dangers of 
undue haste, the Ist of January, 1879, (four years distant,) was de- 
termined upon as the limit when these notes should cease to circulate 
as overdue and unpaid obligations; and to that extent at least depre- 
ciated’ and dishonored. The necessity that had called them into 
existence had long since passed away; their presence was a constant 
reminder of the unfalfilled promise of the Government that had issued 
them, and the condition of the country justified the attempt that was 
then made for the first time to give congressional sanction to the 
pledge of their redemption upon 5 for that purpose. 

The people, as a rule, accepted in good faith the action of Con- 
gress; aud, acting upon the belief that a matter of such vital im- 

ortance would not be lightly interfere} with, began to adjust the 
usiness of the country to the new condition of affairs. 

What has been the result? Without shock and certainly without 
the wide-spread disaster predicted by the enemies of the measnre, 
the object sought for bas been nearly attained. Im my judgment, no 
valid reason, arguing from the present actnal condition of the coun- 
try, can be urged for its repeal; unless, indeed, it is demanded in the 
interests of those who, having predicted immediate disaster and ruin 
in consequence of its passage, are exposed to the danger of being 
considered false prophets by the people. 

It is indisputable that since the bill became a law there has been 
a period of depression from which we are now happily recovering. 
Whatever reasons may be assigned by others in explanation, I be- 
lieve tuat it was the natural aud inevitable reaction from the over- 
trading and Paro assure a gt nde bir the flush times and unlimited 
expansion of the war period. It culininated in the t disaster of 
1873, two years before the passage of the resumption act; and its 
effeets are still felt. At all events, I have seen no reason to justify 
me in the belief that the resumption act is responsible for the real 
or imaginary evils complained of, or that it in any manner aggra- 
vated them; and, at the risk of being accused of taking a rose-col- 
ored view of attairs, I express the opinion that the country as a whole 
is in a sound and healthy financial condition, and that the so-called 
relief suggested by this act is neither desirable nor advisable. 

The experiment, if it may be called sach, has been eminent! y success- 
ful, and the contidence reposed in the stability of the financial policy 
of the Goverument, as indicated by the act of Jannary 14, 1875, has 
taught the people the necessity for a return to the old-fashioned days 
of iudustry, prudence, and economy in public and private atfairs. 

Never before in the history of the Republic has its credit been so 
good; and, although a year must 977 755 before the date for resump- 
tion is reached, the premium on gold has practically disap and 
the purchasing power of the legal-tender is within a fraction of that 
of the standard gold dollar. 

‘The immense recuperative power of the country, backed by the faith 
of the people in the honest purpose of the Government to keep its 
pledge, has made the honor and credit of the United States, up to 
the prosent moment at least, absolutely unassailable. Whether this 
condition of affairs is to continue depends, in my judgment, very 
largely upon the fate of the act under discussion. No man can pre- 
dict with any degree of accuracy the consequences should the opin- 
ion become generul that it is to become a law. That the actual money 
loss would t by the unsettlement of values and the rapid 
depreciation of the legal-tender, I do not for a moment doubt; but, 
more serious still, irreparable damage would follow from the loss of 
contidence in the integrity and good faith of a great nation. This 
same contidence carried us safely through the most perilous period of 
onr national! history, and it is as precions and necessary to-day as it 
was then. Nothing can replace its loss; aud, while a Government 
may attempt to palliate a national crime or offer excuses for its acts, 
the judgment of the world will point unerringly to the fact that, in 
this case at least, it was a wi if not dishonest exercise of power, 


and, in the absence of an overpoweriag necessity, one absolutely in- 
excusable under the circumstances, As an eminent writer on this 
very topic has well said: 

5 2 aps Fried a 3 eber D e eee 1 bass 3 the teed Ea 
T: w out being made sensible of the ait ut the punishment vi 

the same and finally declares itself in a 3 y 2 N 

Mr. Speaker, in support of this act assertions have been made that 
the contest here is not upon the real merits of the case, but is ove 
between the East and the West, between what some are pleased to 
call ps hoe capital and the interests of the laborer, and between 
the debtor and creditor States and communities, if such distinction 
really exists. To give force to it illustrations have been drawn from 
the supposed condition of the city of New York, to the effect that the 
resumption act was responsible for all the unemployed labor and the 
suffering there, and that its immediate and unconditional repeal would 
be a panacea for all onr ills. Not satistied with this, the city and the 
State have been made especial objects of attack by those who see 
evidences of crime in the accumulation of capital; and attempts have 
been made to hold up her capitalists to the gaze of the American peo- 

le as “ wreckers ” and as men not only ready to lure to destruction, 

ut anxious and willing to trade on the necessities of the Government 
and the public. 

Mr. Speaker, every gentleman within the sound of my voice can 
readily recall the period between 1860 and 1865 when there was an 
effort made to wreck the Republic, and with it constitutional lib- 
erty and the hopes of those who believed in the possibility of u“ gov- 
ernment of the people and for the people.” At that time of danger 
and of peril, when State after State was passing ordinauces of seces- 
sion, New York, always true to the best interests of the whole coun- 
try, threw the weight of her great influence on the side of the Union 
and the enforcement of the laws. Her capitalists, instead of shrink- 
ing from responsibility, responded with alacrity tu the calls made 
upon them; and, at a period when credit was. as importaut as wen 
and money as essential as munitions of war, two of her citizens, rep- 
resentatives of this class now so cordially abused, offered without 
security a loan of 820,000, 000 to the Government, and their example 
was followed by thousands to the full extent of their ability. What- 


ever attacks may be made upon them they certainly require no de-_ 


fense at my hands. Denunciation cannot efface the record of that 
one act; and the prompt aud patriotic manner in which they placed 
their fortunes at the disposal of the authorities for the suppression 
of the rebellion entitles them to the respect at least of the American 


ple. 

So far as the city of New York is concerned, no attempt has ever 
been made to disguise the fact that much suffering exists there, although 
there is much exaggeration and misconceptionon this topic. It existed 
before the war, before the ge of the resumption act, and humanly 
speaking will continue so long as we have great cities with their over- 
crowded populations, In my judgment no congressional legislation 
can change or alleviate it; aud it is a subject of sv broad a nature aud 
of such vital importance that even if this were the proper time and 
place I am not prepared to discuss it. Passing beyond the limits of 


the city, however, it may not be out of place to refer more especially’ 


to the State for purposes of comparison, and to call attention to its 
position on this question, as indicated by the views of its Representa- 
tives in Congress. 

The first in population and the largest in representation, it is no mis- 
nomer to call it the Empire State. Reaching irom the Atlantic sea- 
board to the great lakes on the North and West, it stands between 
New England and the West and South, in constant communication 
with and vitally interested in the welfare and prosperity of each. 

Without at all desiring to institute any vidious comparison, its 
interests are more varied and diversified than any State in the Union. 
With its tive millions of inhabitants and its one million of voters en- 
gaged in commerce, in trade, in agriculture, in manufacturing, and in 
mining, it is in every sense of the word a fairly representative State. 
Its harbors and navigable waters are crowded with the commerce of 
the world. lts great city, the third on the globe, is the recognized 
financial centre of the continent. Its valleys are as fruitful as those 
of the West or South and are filled witha farming population second 
to none in thrift, intelligence, and culture. Its towns and cities are 
crowded with skilled artisans, and every branch of industry known 
to our people is recognized and encouraged. Certainly, under these 
circumstances, no just suspicion can attach to all the Representatives 
from such a State, that they sit here, not in the interests of the peo- 
ple, but in the interest of the bondhoider, the national banks, and 
of capital as against labor. Yet, without presuming to speak for any 
one but myself, I am informed that, without regard to party, they 
will be practically a unit against repeal. 

Mr. Speaker, I make no pretension to that peculiar kind of financial 
knowledge that can theorize until the subject-matter is lost sight of 
in an avalanche of wordsand a wilderness of figures and statements. 


I content myself with my original proposition that the repeal of the 


resumption act will be a blow at tho faith and credit of the Govern- 
ment; that the legal-tender notes are obligations to pay an honest 


dollar on demand; that they were forced upon the people, and that 


they are overdue and unpaid. I entirely agree with the distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania in his estimate of the value of the 
8 during the war, and listened to his magnificent eulogy of 

em with great interest. Without intrinsic value, they played an 
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important part in the salvation of the nation; but they did it simply 
and solely use the people believed that the promise on their face 
would be kept, to the letter. In the face of this express promise, it 
will not be disputed, here or elsewhere, that at some time the Govern- 
ment must discharge its obligations. A definite time has been fixed, 
and the nearer we approach it the more evident it becomes that, un- 
less obstacles are interposed, specie payments will be reached without 
shock, without undue contraction, and without disaster. 

Already, in my jadgment, one blow has been struck at the national 
credit by the passage through this Housc of the silver bill, opening as 
it does the door to unlimited inflation; and it is to be hoped that the 
business interests of the conntry may be spared the infliction of a 
second in the shape of the one now before us. 

The present, I believe, is the preliminary skirmish to the great bat- 
tle to be fought at the ballot-box next autumn. Clearly and dis- 
tinctly defined, throwing in the shade qoop ons of southern policy 
and civil service and towering above all others in dignity and im- 
portance, will be the plain issue of who shall control the financial 

licy of the country and secure 0 een of the National Treasury. 

ossibly the plan for the unlimited issue of the dollar of our fathers,” 
followed immediately by the effort to repeal the resumption act, may 
furnish a key to the solution of many of the questions that have puz- 
zled and alarmed the people. 

Rumors of subsidies of all kinds to be asked for from Congress, 
new and startling propositions for loaning the credit of the Govern- 
ment to the individual citizen as an aid to emigration, and the nn- 
certain condition of the claims made for destruction of property dur- 
ing the war, are matters that may yet assume such shape as to become 
of national importance. But, whatever the motive for repeal, like 
the gentleman from Indiana, although for a different reason, I deem 
it my duty on this question to adhere to the time-honored maxim of 
“letting well enough alone,” and I shall vote, therefore, against any 
proposition for the repeal of the act for the resumption of specie 
n 

HART. I xield the remainder of my time to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, How much time will I have? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have forty-one minutes. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I am indebted to the courtesy of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Hart] for an opportunity to speak upon this 
subject. My absence from the city at the time the list of those 
who desired to speak was made up rendered it impossible for me to 
secure an opportunity to speak in my own time, and I am all the 
more indebted to the gentleman from New York for his courtesy. 

We are engaged in a debate which has lasted in the Anglo-Saxon 
world for more than two centuries, and hardly any phase of it to 
which we have listened in the course of the last week is new. Hardly 
a proposition bas been heard on either side which was not made one 
hundred and eighty years ago in England, and almost a hundred 
yas ago in the United States. So singularly does history repeat 
itself, 


That man makes a vital mistake who judges of trath in relation to 
financial affairs from the changing phases of public opinion. He 
might as well stand on the shore of the Bay of Fundy and from the 
ebb and flow of a 2 tide attempt to determine the general level 
of the sea as to stand on this floor and from the current of public 
opinion in any one debate judge of the general level of the public 
miud. It is only when long spaces along the shore of the sea are 
taken into the account that 5 ig te level is found, from which all 
heights and depths are measu And it is only when long spaces 
of time are considered that we find at last that levelof public opinion 
which we call the general judgment of mankind. From the turbu- 
lent ebb and flow of the public opinion of to-day I appeal to that 
settled judgment of mankind on the subject-matter of this debate, 

In the short time which is allotted to me I invite the attention of 

ntlemen, who do me the honor to listen, to a very remarkable fact. 

suppose it will be admitted on all hands that 1560 was a year of 
unusual business prosperity in the United States. It was at a time 
when the bounties of Providence were scattered with a liberal hand 
over the face of our Republic. It was atime when all classes of our 
community were well and profitably employed. It was a time of 
peace; the apprehension of our great civil war had not yet seized 
the mind of our People. Great crops North and South, great general 
prosperity marked the era. 

If one thing was settled above all other questions of financial pol- 
icy in the American mind at that time, it was this, that the only 
sound, safe, trustworthy standard of vulue was coin of a standard 
weight and fineness, or a paper currency convertible into coin at the 
will of the holder. That was and had been for several generations 
the almost unanimous opinion of the American people. It is true 
there was here and there a theorist, dreaming of the philosopher's 
stone, dreaming of a time when paper money, which he worshipped 
as a kind of fetish, would be crowned as a god; but those dreamers 
were so few in number that they made no ripple on the current of 
publie thought, and their theories formed no part of public opinion, 
and the opinion of 1860~61 was the aggre result of the opinions 
1 we foremost Americans who have left their record upon this 
subject. 

I make this statement without fear of contradiction, because I have 
carefully examined the list of illustrious names and the records they 


have left behind them. No man ever sat in the chair of Washington 
as President of the United States who has left on record any word 
that favors inconvertible paper money as a safe standard of value. 
Every President who has left a record on the subject has spoken with- 
out qualification in favor of the doctrine I have announced. No man 
ever sat iu the chair of the Secretary of the 1 1 ot the United 
States who if he has spoken at all on the subject not left on 
record an opinion equally strong, from Hamilton down to the days of 
the distinguished father of my colleague [Mr. Ewixd] and to the 
present moment. 

The general judgment of all men who deserve to be called the 
leaders of American thought ought to be considered worth something 
in an American House of Representatives on the discussion of a great 
topic like this. What happened to cause a departure from this gen- 
eral level of public opinion? Every man knows the history. War, 
the imperious necessities of war, led the men of 1861~62 to de 
from the doctrine of the father; but they did not depart from it as 
a matter of choice, but compelled by overmastering necessity. Every 
man in the Senate and House of 1562 who voted for the greenback law 
announced that he did it with the greatest ible reluctance and 
with the gravest apprehension for the resalt. Everyman whospoke on 
the subject from Thaddeus Stevens to the humblest member in this 
House, and from Fessenden to the humblest Senator, warned his 
country against the dangers that might follow, and pled his honor 
that at the earliest ible moment the country should be brought 
back to the old, safe, established doctrine of the fathers. 

When they made the law creating the greenbacks they incorpo- 
rated into its essential prorina the most solemn pledge men could 
devise, that they would come back to the doctrines of the fathers. 
The very law that created the greenback provided for its redemption 
and retirement; and every time the necessities of war required an 
additional issue new guarantees and new limitations were put upon 
the new issues to insure their ultimate redemption. They were issued 
upon the fundamental condition that the number should be so limited 
forever that under the law of contracts the courts might enforce their 
sanctions. The men of 1832 knew the dangers from sad experience 
in our history; and, like Ulysses, lashed themselves to the mast of 
public credit when they embarked upon the stormy and boisterous 
sea of inflated paper money, that they might not be beguiled by the 
siren song that would be sung to them when they were afloat on the 
wild waves. 

But the times have changed; new men are on deck: men who have 
forgotten the old pledges; and now only twelve years have 
(for as late as 1865 this House, with but 6 dissenting votes, resolved 
again to stand by the old ways and bring the country back to sound 
money )—only twelve years have passed, and what do we find? We 
find a group of theorists and doctrinaires who look, upon the wisdom 
of the fathers as foolishness. We find some who advocate what they 
call “absolute money ;” who declare that a piece of paper stamped a 
“dollar” is a dollar; that gold and silver are a part of the barbarism 
of the past, which onght to be forever abandoned, We hear them 
declaring that resumption is a delusion and a snare. We hear them 
declaring that the eras of prosperity are the eras of paper money ; 
and they point us to all times of inflation as the periods of blessing to 
the people, pospani to business; and they ask us no more to vex 
their ears with any allusion to the old standard, the money of the Con- 
stitution. Let the wildcrop of financial literature that has sprung into 
life within the last twelve years witness how widely and how far we 
have drifted. We have lost our old moorings, have thrown overboard 
our old compass; we sail by alien stars, looking not for the haven, 
but are afloat on an unknown sea. 

To those who do not believe in keeping the promise of the nation 
at any time I make no argument to-day, but to those of our brethren 
in this House who believe that at some time or another we ought to 
return to the ways of the fathers, to the money of the Constitution— 
to those I address myself. There are many among them who believe 
that some time or other we can resume specie payments, but who be- 
lieve that to-day or in 1879 it is impossible or if possible inexpedi- 
ent; that from such an attempt evils will arise to the country greater 
than the benefits; and therefore they join in seeking the re of 
the act of 1875. I have no doubt they regret to throw their influences 
with those men who do not believe in resuming at all. To them I 
say, before the final vote is taken, “ Let us reason ther.” 

want it remembered in the outset that the greenback currency 
was and is—so known in the courts and so known everw here—a forced 
loan, a loan forced by the Government upon its Army and upon its 
other creditors to meet the great emergencies of the war; and the 
primary fact connected with every greenback is that it is a promise 
to pay. Those who believe ic resumption intend that some time or 
other the nation shall make good the promise. 

Now, what are the obstacles to resumption in accordance with the 
law we have f The first great obstacle stated by gentlemen 
who have argued the question is this: that we have not enough cur- 
rency in the country for its business and that some measure of con- 
traction will be likely to attend the farther execution of the provisions 
of the resamption law. Before I enter directly upon that objection I 
desire to state a fact for the consideration of those who hear me. In 
that prosperons era of 1860, when there was free banking in most of 
the States and the banks were pushing all the currency they could 
into circulation without limit, there were just two hundred and seven 
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millions of paper currency, and that was the largest volume that this 
coun ever known. ` 

Mr. BUCKNER. Willthe gentleman allow me to make a statement 
on that point? 

Mr. GARFIELD. If my time would allow me I would be happy to 
yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I wish to say that Secretary Cobb reported in 1857 
that we had two hundred and fifteen millions of circulation in paper 
and two hundred and seventy-five millions in coin in gold and silver, 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will say to the gentleman from Missouri that 
not only years ago but again recently I have gone through the reports 
and made the most caretul estimate of which I have n capable, 
and I beg to state that two hundred and seven millions is the ro 
nized settled amount for 1860. It is true that but for a few mont 
just previous to the panic of 1857 the volume of paper money did 
reach two hundred and fifteen millions; but that was wholly excep- 
tional. In noyear of prosperity had the volume been so great as in 1860. 

Now, nobody estimates that the amount of coin in the country in 
1860 was more than 8250,0000, 000. The received estimates is two 
hundred millions. Add that sum to the two hundred and seven mil- 
lions of paper circulation and you have four hundred and seven 
millions of currency, paper and silver and gold. How much have we 
to-day? This day or rather on the first day of this month we had 
seven hundred and twenty-seven millions of greenbacks, banking- 
notes, fractional currency, and fractional silver, and if you add the 
nine millions of copper and nickel money now outstanding it makesa 
present volume of seven hundred and thirty-six millions of currency 
countin g no gold whatever, although the Pacific coast uses a large 


amount. 

Now, I put it to the judgment of this House if under free banking 
in 1860 four hundred and seven millions was the limit of possible 
curreney that could be kept in circulation, how can it be said that 
almost twice that amount is needed and is hardly enough for the 
wants of 1877? Have the laws of value changed in seventeen years? 
Gentlemen who assert a dearth of currency at the present time must 

int out the new elements in our fiscal affairs that require three hun- 

red and twenty millions more money than was needed in 1860. 

ens HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion 

Mr. GARFIELD. I am speaking in the time of another gentle- 
man; but if the House will extend my time I will be glad to have as 
much debate as (fag ee please. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio declines to yield. 

Mr. GARFIELD. No theory of currency that existed in 1860 can 
2 the volume now outstanding. Either our laws of trade, our 

ws of value, our laws of exc have been utterly reversed or 
the currency of to-day is in excess of the legitimate wants of trade. 
But I admit freely that no Congreas is wise enough to determine how 
much currency the country needs. There never was a body of men 
wise enough to do that. The volume of the currency needed depends 
upon laws that are higher than Congress and higher than govern- 
ments. One thing on 7 legislation can do. It can determine the 
ey of the money of the country. The laws of trade alone can 

termine its quantity. 

In connection with this view we are met by the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] with two historical refer- 
ences on which he tly relies in opposing resumption. The first 
is his reference to France. Follow France, says the honorable gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, follow France, and see how she poured 
out her volumes of paper money, and by it survived a great crisis 
and maintained her business p ity. Oh, that the Aris der 
and those who vote with him would follow France! I gladly follow 
up his allusion to France. As a proof that we have not enough 
money, he notices the fact that France has always used more money 
than either the United States or England. I admit it. But does the 
gentleman not know that the traditions and habits of France are as 
unlike those of England and the United States as those of any two 
nations of the world can be in regard to the use of money? I say to 
the gentleman that in France banking as an instrument of trade is 
almost unknown. There are no banks in France except the bank of 
France itself. The government has been trying for twenty years to 
establish branches in all the eighty-nine be app aang and thus far 
only fifty-six branches have been organi: Our national, State, 
and private banks number nearly ten thousand. The habits of the 
French people are not adapted to the use of banks as instruments of 
exchange. All the deposits in all the savings-banks of France are 
not equal to the deposits in the savings-banks of New York City 
alone. It is the uent complaint of Americans who make pur- 
chases in Paris that the merchants will not accept drafts even on the 
Bank of France. 

Victor Bonnet, a recent French writer, says: 

The use of deposits, bank accounts, and checks is still in its infancy in this 
country. They are very little used even in the great cities, while in the rest of 
France they are completely unknown. It is, however, to be hoped that they will 
be more employed hereafter, and that here, as in England and United States, 
payments will be more generally made through the medium of bankers and by 
transfers in account-current. If this should be the case, we shall economize both 
in the use of specie and of bank. notes. for it is to be observed that the use of bank- 


notes does not reach its fullest development except in countries where the keeping 
of bank accounts is unusual, as is evident by comparing France in this respect 


with England. i i 
A. Piard. manager of the Comptoir d'Escompte, testified before the commis- 


sion of inquiry that the greatest efforts had been made by that institution to in- 
duce Freceh merchants and 1 adopt English Fab 

use of checks and the keeping of 
were invincible. with 


“It was no use 


So long as the business of their country is thus done hand to hand 
by the use of cash they need a much greater volume of money in pro- 
portion to their business than England or the United States. 

How is it in England? Statistics which no man will gainsay will 
show that 95 per cent. of all the great mercantile transactions of 
England are done by drafts, checks, and commercial bills, and only 5 
per cent. by the actual use of cash. The t business of commerce 
and trade is done by drafts and bills, Money is now only the small 
change of commerce. And how is it in this country? We have 
adopted the habits of England, and not of France, in this regard. 
1871, when I was chairman of the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, I asked the Comptrollerof the Currency to issue an pa he namin, 
fifty-two banks which were to make an analysis of their receipts. 
selected three groups: the first group were the city banks; not, how- 
ever, the clearing-house banks, but the great city banks not in the 
clearing-house association. The second group consisted of banks in 
cities of the size of Toledo and Dayton, in the State of Ohio. In the 
third group, if I may coin a word, I selected the “countriest” banks, 
8 that could be found at points away from railroads and 

egraphs. 

The order was that all those banks should anal 
for six consecutive days, posan into one list all that can be called 
cash, either in coin, greenbacks, e > Sapone, and into the 
other list all drafts, checks, or commercial bills. hat was the re- 
sult? Doring those six days $157,000,000 were received over the count- 
ers of those fifty-two banks; and of that amonnt $19,370,000 was in 
cash—12 per cent. only in cash—and 83 per cent. of that vast amount, 
representing every grade of business, was in checks, drafts, and com- 
mercial bills. Does a country that transacts its business in that way 
need as much currency afloat among the people as a country like 
France, without banks, without savings institutions, and whose peo- 
ple keep their money in hoards ? 

I remember in ee one of the novels of Dumas, when an officer 
of the French army sent home his agent to run his farm, he loaded 
him down with silver enough to conduct the business for a year; 
there was no thought of giving him credit in a bank; but of locki 
in the till at the beginning of the year enough coin to do the busi- 
ness of the year. So much for the difference between the habits of 
France and those of Anglo-Saxon countries. Let us now consider the 
conduct of France during and since the German war. In July, 1870, 
the year before the war n, the Bank of France had outstanding 
$251,000,000 of paper ribe ion and held inits vaults $229,000,000 of 
coin. When the war broke out they were compelled immediately to 
issue more paper and to make it a legal tender. They took pattern 
by us in their necessity, and issued paper until on the 19th of Novem- 
ber, 1873, four years ago next Monday, they had $602,000,000 of paper 
issued by the Bank of France, while the coin in the bank was reduced 
to $146,000,000. 

But the moment their great war was over they did what I com- 
mend to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY :] they com- 
menced to reduce their paper 3 and in one year reduced it 
almost 8100,00, 000, and increased the coin circulation 8120, 000,000. 
In the year 1876 they had pushed into circulation 8200,00, 000 of coin 
and retired nearly their small notes. They are at this moment 
within fifty days of resumption of specie payments. Under their law, 
fifty days from to-day France will again come into the illustrious line 
of nations who believe in a sound currency. I commend to the elo- 
quent gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Y] the example of 
France, 

Before leaving this point, it is worth while to notice the fact that 
France has not yielded to the paper-money doctrines that find so 
much favor here. One of her ablest financial writers, Victor Bonnet, 
writing in July, 1873, says: 

It is difficult to say to what point we can reduce the credit circulation; but. 
whatever point that may be, a paper currency will never be sound unless it is 
based on a very considerable reserve of specie, nor unless it is accompanied by a 
favorable state of the exchanges. > 

The fact that we have lately had a paper circulation of 3,000,000,000 francs with- 
out de tion does not militate against this assertion. This result was accom- 
plished by means of a large reserve of io and a favorable state of tho fo 
exchanges. It succeeded perfectly. we may fairly assert that, financially 
speaking, it saved France. Nevertheless, we ran great risks. If trade had not 
revived immediately after the commune; if foreigners had not shown confidence 
in the future of France by subscribing to our loans; if we had been obliged to 
export a 8 of specie to pay the Prussian indoemnity; in a word, if the 
exchanges continued very unfavorable to us, as they were for a brief period 
at the end of 1871, our paper money would very quickly have fallen in value, and 
its downward progress would have been rapid, much more rapid than the increase 
in its amount. Fortunately for us, the contrary of all this has happened; but let 
us not draw any false inferences for the fature from this happy concurrence of 
circumstances. We may be sure that the principles which regulate a credit cur- 
rency are precisely the same in 1874 as they were prior to 1870, and that a condition 


all their receipts 


of legal tender and suspended specie payments is always a misfortune. We sub- 
eee but we should hasten to get out of it as soon as we 
ve means. 


But the gentleman has found something in the examples of Eng- 
land which he uses to bolster up his opposition to resumption. There is 
nothing more remarkable than the sudden popularity of certain 
writers who till very lately were unknown as authority on finance, 
About ten years ago, when I tried to make a careful study of these 
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questions, I came across a pamphlet which I thonght, at the time, the 
most remarkably absurd document I had ever read—a pamphlet pub- 
lished under the sanction of the name of Sir Archibald Alison, enti- 
tled “ England in 1815 and 1845; or, a Sufficient and a Contracted 
Currency.” I took pains to make a careful 3 of it, and as the 
new doctrines of money sprang up in Congress I wondered that no- 
body quoted from Sir Archibald Alison; but I have heard Alison ad 
nauseam during the last four or five years. Who is Sir Archibald 
Alison? What American can take pride in quoting as an authority 
a man whose hatred of repnblican institutions was deeper and stronger 
than any other English tory ; a man in whose heart there was never 
a throb of sympathy with popular institutions. Noman who fillsan 
important place in English rea has less credit than he on ques- 
tions of finance. 

Let me give a specimen of the financial wisdom of Sir Archibald 
Alison, of whom the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY ] is 
so enamored. On pages 2 and 3 of the pamphlet to which I have 
referred that writer says: 


He then enumerates the evidences of this prosperity, and promi- 
nent among them is this: 

While the revenue raised by taxation was but £21,000,000 in 1796, it had reached 
£72,000,000 in 1815; and the total expenditures from taxes and loans had reached 
2£117,000,000 in 1815, t 
Happy people, whose burdens of taxation were quadrupled in 
eighteen years and whose expenses, consumed in war, exceeded their 
revenues by the sum of $225,000,000 in gold. 

This is the kind of financial authority that I eg eee now parade 
with so much satisfaction in the Congress of the United States. 

Another man, a Mr. Doubleday, is also drafted into the service. 1 
do not find that any penny-a-liner in England, much less any great 
journalist, has ever deigned to answer in an English paper the twad- 
dle of that writer. He is, however, just now very popular with cer- 
tain gentlemen in the United States, and he has been flung at us 
during the last six or seven years, until it has seemed as though 
tomahawks were flying through the air with “ Doubleday” in- 
scribed on their blades. 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion here 


+ [Cries of Order!” “Oh, no!” from many members.] 

The SPEAKER, Objection is made, and the gentleman will pro- 
ceed without interruption. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Waiving, however, all that may be said in regard 
to the merits of these two writers, I say in reply that the overwhelm- 
ing and fixed opinion of England is that the cash-resumption act of 
1819 was a blessing, and not a curse, and that the evils which England 
suffered from 1821 to 1826 did not arise from the resumption of cash 
payments. Lappeal to every writer of acknowledged character 
in England for the truth of this position. I ask gentlemen to read 
the eighth chapter of the second book of Miss Martineau’s History 
of the Peace, where the case is admirably stated. I appeal also to 
the opinion of Parliament itself, especially to the House of Commons, 
which is as sensitive an index of public opinion as England knows. 
When they were within abont eighteen months of resumption of 
specie payment, a motion was made, like the motion of my coll e 
from Ohio, [Mr. EwING,] that the resumption-act bill be repealed or 
modified, because it was producing distress, And a number of gen- 
tlemen in the House of Commons made speeches of the same spirit 
as those which we have heard here within the past week. The dis- 
tress among the people, the crippling of business, the alarm of the 
mercantile classes, all were paraded in the House of Commons, and 
were answered by those knights of finance whose names have become 
illustrious in English history, And at the end of a long debate on 
that proposition, on the 11th of April, 1821, a vote was taken, and the 
proposition was rejected by a vote of 141 to 27. In other words, by 
a vote of 141 to 27 the House of Commons resolved that their act for 
the resumption of specie payments was not causing distress and ought 
not to be repealed and ought not to be modified except to make it 
more effective. As a matter of fact, it was so modified as to allow 
Sgr Aer to take place much sooner than was provided in the ast 
0 5 

But this was not enough. On the 11th of June, 1822, a Mr. Western 
moved for the appointment of a committee of inquiry into the effect 
of the resumption, and charged that it had caused a violent contrac- 
tion of the currency and an injury to the business of the country. 
Again the subject was fully debated, and the arguments against the 
resumption act completely answered, by a vote of 192 to 30. The 
motion of Mr. Western was rejected, and the Commons resolved that 
they would notalter the standard of gold or silver, in fineness, weight, 
or denomination, Surely the House of Commons must be assumed to 
know something of the condition of England; as much at least as 
Mr. ee who wrote upon the subjecta quarter of a century after- 
war 

Still, gentlemen tell us that the great distress in England was 
caused by the resumption act, I commend those gentlemen to such 
great writers as Tooke, who in his History of Prices has gone over 
this ground most thoroughly and ably. He says it was the corn law 


which produced the great evils from which England suffered in those 


ears. 

r A law had been to prevent the price of wheat from fall- 
falling below eighty shillings per quarter, by prohibiting all foreign 
importations whenever the are fell below that figure. In other 
words, England proposed to build a Chinese wall around the island 
so as to make wheat one of the most profitable crops for her farmers. 
Stimulated by that law, the agriculturists of England undertook the 
growing of wheat on a scale before unknown. And when they had 
expended millions in reclaiming waste lands and sowing an unusual 
breadth of wheat, they found their own harvest and the colonial 
importations had flooded the market and lowered the price, and bank- 
rupted thousands of English farmers. In spite of the law, wheat 
went down to forty-seven shillings and nine pence pon quarter, and 
brought great distress upon the agricultural population. 

That this fall in the price of wheat was not caused by the resump- 
tion act is conclusively shown by the fact that the three t har- 
vests of 1820, 1821, and 1822 were general throughout Europe, and 
throughout the Continent the price of wheat declined almost as 
much as in England itself. 

In 1822 a committee of the House of Commons was appointed to 
inquire into all the causes.of the distress. I have read that report in 
full, and there is not a word in it that attributes any part of the dis- 
tress to the resumption act of 1819; but the causes given are those 
which I have named. 

Mr. Speaker, I was amazed at my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
KELLEY ] presenting a table here which he found in somebody’s atlas, 
a table giving the amount of circulating notes in England durin 
different years from 1818 to 1826, and opposite each year the wo 
“prosperity” or the word “distress.” This table has been referred to 
by gentlemen on the other side as proof that the resumption act of 
England produced the distress of 1825. If gentlemen will look at 
their own table, they will find a conclusive answer to their proposition. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania said a day or two ago iu answer 
to a question, that the cash-payment act went into effect in 1823. In 
that oe was mistaken; it went into effect in 1821, But suppose he 
was correct ; his table shows that the years 1824 and 1825 were years 
of great prosperity and speculation. ‘Those two years that followed 
the date of resumption as given by him are put down in his own 
table as years of “ great prosperity and speculation.” Does that prove 
that distress was produced by the resumption act? The fact is that 
the grosi speculation and the great apparent prosperity of 1825 was 
the beginning and the cause of the tremendous crisis that struck 
England in the latter part of 1825, and prostrated its business again. 
This is the testimony of her foremost writers. 

Before quitting this point I beg leave at once to put myself in the 
category to which the gentleman from Pennsylvania assigned the 
late Secretary of the tienen „Hugh McCulloch. He read three 
lines from a paper of Mr. McCulloch in the North American Review 
and said thatit was an example of astonishing ignorance or astonishing 
mendacity. What was the statement denounced as so ignorant or 
so mendacious? It was that every great crisis in this country has 
been preceded by an enlargement of paper circulation. I affirm that 
to be true, and I challenge any man to controvert it. It was true in 
England always. It has been true in this country always. We had 
a great crisis in 1797 ; another in 1817; another in 1837; another in 
1857; and our last in 1873—almost exactly twenty years apart. 

These crises are periodic and return as the result of causes spring- 
ing up among the mass of our business people; and they have a 
been preceded by overtrading, speculation, an enlargement of credits, 
an undue expansion of the instruments of credit; and they have all 
resulted in same sad uniformity of misery that has followed their 
culmination. 

[Here the hammer Sao 

Many MEMBERS, Go on 

Mr. CONGER. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman from 
Ohio be allowed to proceed. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan asks consent 
that the ee from Ohio have his time extended. Is there 


objection 
I object. 


Mr, DOUGLAS. 
Mr. FORT. I 8 desire that the gentleman’s time be ex- 
tended, but I apprehend that many gentlemen are desirous to have the 
time of this debate extended, Unless that is done I shall object. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I withdraw my objection. ; 

Mr. ATKINS. There is no objection on this side. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Illinois object? 

Mr. FORT. In connection with the extension of the gentleman’s 
time, I ask that the time of this debate be extended. 

The SPEAKER. The same power that extends an increase of time 
to the gentleman can extend the debate. 

Mr. FORT. I desire to have the gentleman’s time extended; I am 
very much pleased to hear him speak; but the time assigned for this 
debate is now bp Je run, and it seems to me 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Illinois desires the time 
extended, the Chair will consider it as a withdrawal of the 
objection. 

r. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I propose that the time for debate 
generally be extended just so long as the additional time which the 
gentleman from Ohio wiShes to oeeupy. : 
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Mr. DOUGLAS. I want it distinctly understood that I withdraw 
my objection to the extension; but I will remark at the same time 
that I shall object to any further extensions of time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the gentleman to withdraw 
his objection. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Let us understand how long the gentleman from 


Ohio wishes to 2 70 the floor. I have no sort of objection. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I think about fifteen or twenty minutes, 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Unless it is agreed that the time 
for ral debate on the bill shall be extended, I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot object qualifiedly. 

Mr. GARFIELD, I am very much obliged to the House for its 


kindness. 

I now to notice the second point that has been made in 
favor of this bill. Itis assumed that apante payment will injure the 
debtor class of this country and thereby oppress the poor; in other 
words, that the enforcement of the resumption law will oppress the 

r and increase the riches of the rich. It is assumed that the la- 
ring-men are in debt and that the rich men constitute the creditor 
class. I deny this proposition in toto, I affirm that the vast major- 
ity of the creditors of this country are the poor people ; that the vast 
majority of the debtors of this country are the well-to-do people, in 
fact, people who are moderately rich. 

As a matter of fact. the poor man, the laboring-man, cannot get 
heavily in debt. He has not the security to offer. Men lend their 
money on security, and in the very nature of the case poor men can 
borrow but little. What then do poor men do with their small earn- 
ings? When a man has earned out of his hard work a hundred dol- 
lars more than he needs for current expenses he reasons thas: “I 
cannot go into business with a hundred dollars; I cannot embark in 
trade; but as I work I want my money to work.” And so he puts 
his small gains where they will earn something. He lends his money 
to a wealthier neighbor or puts it in the savings-bank. There were 
in the United States on the Ist of November, 1876, forty-four hundred 
and seventy-five savings-banks and private banks of deposits, and 
their deposits amounted to $1,377,000,000, almost three-fourths of 
the amount of our national debt. Over two and a half millions of 
the citizens of the United States were depositors. In some States the 
deposits did not av: more than 8250 each. The great mass of the 
depositors are men and women of small means: laborers, widows, 
and orphans. They are the lenders of this enormous te. The 
savings-banks, as their agents, lend it to whom? Not to the labor- 
ing poor, but to the business men who wish to enlarge their business 
beyond their capital. Speculators sometimes borrow it. But in the 
main well-to-do business men borrow these hoardings. Thus the 
poor lend to the rich. 

Gentlemen assail the bondholders of the country as the rich men 
who oppress the poor. Do they know how vast au amount of the 
public securities are held by poor people? I took occasion, a few 
years since, to ask the officers of a bank in one of the counties of my 
district, a rural district, to show me the number of holders and 
amount held of United States bonds on which they collected the in- 
terest, The total amount was $416,000. And how many people held 
them? One hundred and ninety-six. Of these just eight men had 
over $20,000 apiece, and the otherone hundred and eighty-eight ranged 
from 850 up to $2,500. I found in that list fifteen orphan children and 
sixty widows, who had a little left them from their fathers’ or hus- 
bands’ estates, who had made the nation their guardian. And I 
foundone hun and twenty-one laborers, mechanics, ministers, men 
of slender m; who had kept what they had and put it the hands 
of the United States that it might be safe. And they were the 
“bloated bondholders” against whom so much eloquence is fulminated 
in this House, 

7 DOUGLAS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion 
3 Mr. GARFTELD; The gentleman will excuse me, as my time is 
imi 

There is another way in which poo men dispose of their money. 
A man says, I can keep my wife and babies from starving while I live 
and have my health, but if I die they may be compelled to go over 
the hills tothe poorhouse; and, agoni by that thought, he saves 
ont of his hard earnings enough to take ont and keep alive a small 
life-insurance policy, so that, if he Son shara may be something left, 

rovided the insurance company to which he intrusts his money is 

onest Sponge to keep its pledges. And how many men do you think 
have done that in the United States? Ido not know the number for 
the whole country, but Ido know this, that from a late report to the 
insurance commissioners of the State of New York it appears that 
the companies doing business in that State had 774,625 policies in 
force, and the face value of these policies was $1,922,000, I find 
by looking over the returns that in my State there are 55,000 policies 
outstanding; in Pennsylvania, 74,000 ; in Maine, 17,000 ; in Maryland, 
25,000, and in the State of New York, 160,090. There are of course 
some rich men insured in these companies, but the majority are r 
ple, for the policies do not ayerage more than $2,200 each, bat 

is done with the assets of these companies, which amount to $445,- 
000, 000 7 They are loaned out. Here again the creditor class is the 
poor and the insurance companies are the agents of the poor to lend 
their money for them, It would be dishonorable for Congress to 
legislate either for the debtor class or for the creditor class alone, 


We onght to legislate for the whole country. But when gentlemen 
attempt to manufacture sentiment against the resumption act, by 
saying it will help the rich and hurt the poor, they ure overwhelm- 
ingly answered by the facts. 

uppose you undo the work that Congress has attempted—to resume 
space payment—what will result? You will depreciate the value of 
the greenback. Suppose it falls ten cents on the dollar. You will 
have destroyed 10 per cent. of the value of every deposit iu the sav- 
ings-banks, 10 per cent, of every life-insurance policy and fire-insur- 
ance policy, of every pension to the soldier, and of every day’s wages 
of every laborer in the nation. 

In the census of 1870 it was estimated that on any given day there 
were $120,000,000 due to laborers for their unpaid wages. That is a 
small estimate. Let the mback dollar come down 10 per cent. 
and you take $12,000,000 from the men who have already earned it. 
In the name of every interest connected with the poor man I denounce 
this effort to prevent resumption. Daniel Webster never uttered a 
greater trnth in finance than when he said that of all contrivances to 
cheat the laboring-classes of mankind none was so effective as that 
that deluded them with an irredeemable paper money. The rich can 
take care of themselves, but the dead-weight of all the fluctuations 
and loss falls ultimately on the poor man who has only his day’s work 


to sell. - 

I admit that in the passage from peace to war there was a great 
loss to one class of the community, to the creditors; and in the al en 
to the basis of peace some loss to debtors was inevitable. This in- 
justice was unavoidable. Th> loss and gain did not fall upon the 
same. The evil could not be balanced nor adjusted. The debtors of 
1862-65 are not the debtors of 1877. The most competent judges de- 
clare that the average life of the private debts in the United States 
is not more than two a Of course obligations may be renewed, 
but the average length of private debts in this country is not more 
than two years. Now, we have already gone two years on the road 
to resumption, and the country has been adjusting itself to the new 
condition of things. The people have expected resumption, and have 
already discounted most of the hardships and sufferings incident to 
the change. The agony is almostover; and if we now embark again 
upon the open sea we lose all that has been guined and plunge the 
country into the necessity of trying once more over the sume bois- 
terous ocean, with all its perils and uncertainties. Is the deepest 
convictions of my mind and heart when I say that, should this re- 
sumption act be repealed and no effectual substitute be put in its 
place, the day is not far distant when all of us, age | back on this 
time from the depth of the evils which will result, will regret, with 
all our power to regret, the day when we again let loose the dangera 
of inflation upon the country. 

Gentlemen speak of the years of high prices as years of prosperity. 
It is true there was a kind of prosperity in the day of high prices; 
but do not gentlemen know that war prices cannot be kept up for- 
ever? Nothing but the extraordinary calamities of war can produce 
such prices as we knew from 1865 to 1870, To our foreign and domes- 
tic markets was added the war market. War sat like a grim mon- 
ster swallowing up the accumulated wealth of the country. More 
than a million men were taken ont of the ranks of the producers and 
added to the ranks of the consumers, and all prices went up; but 
does anybody dream that these prices can bo kept up forever, when 
the soldiers were mustered out and the war had closed unl business 
had begun to resume its normal level of peace? Oh, no, gentlemen, it 
was inevitable that the country must come down from the level of 
war prices, and the attempt to get it back is to fight against fate. 
Unless we bring ourselves steadily and surely by the rep f 
and guidance of law back to resumption, we shall reach that level 
by a disastrous fall; but down to it we must come, 

I do not undervalue the greenback or its great services to the coun- 
try ; but when the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. neire] spoke 
of the greenbáck as being the thing that put down the rebellion, I 
thought if I had been on the other side I would have said: We 
had a much more liberal supply of paper money than you had, why 
did it not put you down? [Laughter.] Our money was better than 
yours in one respect, for ours set a day of resumption, which was 
six months after the independence of the Confederate States should 
be acknowledged. [Laughter.] I think, sir, that those gentlemen 
who are familiar with the financial history of the confederacy would 
not join the gentleman in his eulogy on paper currency which is cut 
loose from the coin standard. 

Our country needs not only a national but an international cur- 
rency. Let me state a fact of vast importance in this discussion, 
The foreign trade of this country—its exports and imports—amounts 
to $1,500,000,000 in value; and every dollar of that trade must be 
transacted in coin. We cannot heip ourselves. Every article of the 
exports we send abroad is measured by and sold for coin. Every dol- 
lar of imports we must pay for in coin. We must translate these 
coin prices into our currency, and every fluctuation in the value of 
the greenback falls upon us and not upon the countries with which 
we trade. Therefore the commercial interests of America demand 
that the international and national value of money shall be one, so 
that what isa dollar in Ohio shall be a dollar the world over. Our 
money must be international as well as national, unless we wish to 
isolate this country and have no trade or commeree, or glory on the 
sea. 
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The trouble with eur greenback dollar is this: it has two distinct 
functions, one a purchasing power and the other a debt-paying power. 
As a debt-paying power it is equal to one hundred cents; that is, to 
pay an old private debt. A proenbesk dollar will by law discharge 
one hundred cents of debt. But no law ean give it purchasing power 
in the general markets of the world unless it represents a known 
standard of coin value. Now, what we want is that these two quali- 
ties of our greenback dollar shall be made equal; its debt-paying 
power and its general purchasing power. When these are equal the 
problem of our currency is solved and not till then. 

We who defend the resumption act proposa not to destroy the 

back but to dignify it, to glorify it, The law that we defend 
ite not destroy it, but preserves its volume at $300,000,000 and 
makes it equal to and conyertible into coin. I admit that the law is 
not entirely free from ambiguity, But the Secretary of the Treasury, 
who has the execution of the law, declares that section 3579 of the 
Revised Statutes is in full force, namely: 

When tates notes aro returned to the Treasury, they may be re- 
issued, tom Mhra 8 as the exigencies of the public interest ay entre: 

Although I do not believe in keepin: nbacks as a permanent 
currency in the United States, although 1 do not myself believe in 
the Government becoming a permanent banker, yet I am willing for 
one that, in order to prevent the shock to business which gentlemen 
fear, the $300,000,000-of greenbacks shall be allowed to remain in cir- 
culation as long as the wants of trade show manifestly that they are 
needed. Now, is that a great contraction? Is it contraction at all? 

Why, gentlemen, when you have brought your greenback up two 
and one-half cents higher in valne, you will haye added to your vol- 
ume of money $200,000,000 of gold coin which cannot circulate until 
greenbacks are brought to par. x 

Let those who are afraid of contraction consider that and answer it. 

Summing itall up in a word: the struggle now pending in this 
House is on the one hand to make the greenback better, and on the 
other to make it worse. The resumption act is making it better 
every day. Repeal that act and yon make it indefinitely worse. In 
the name of every man who wants his own when he has earned it, I 
demand that we do not make the wages of the poor man to shrivel 
in his hands after he has earned it; but that his money shall be made 
better and better, until the plow-holder’s money shall be as good as 
the bondholder’s money ; until our standard is one, and there is no 
longer one money for the rich and another for the poor. . 

is is the era of pacification. We believe in the pacification of 
the country. That is, we seek to pass out of the storm-center of war 
that raged over this country so long and enter the calm circle of 
eace. e believe in the equality of States, and the equality of cit- 
zens before the law. In these we have made great pro; 


Let us take one step further. Let us have 9 of dollars before 
the law, so that the trinity of our political creed shall be egual 
States, equal men, equal do throughout the Union. When these 


three are realized we shall have achieved the complete pacification of 
our country. $ 

We are bonnd for three great reasons to maintain the resumption 
of specie payments : First, because the sanctity of the public faith 
requires it; second, because the material prosperity of the country 
demands it; and, third, because our future prosperity demands that 
the agitation shall cease and that the country shall find a safe and 
permanent basis for financial 

The elements are now all in our favor. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury tells us in his report laid upon our table this morning that he 
has $66,000,000 of gold coin, unpledged for any other purpose, wait- 
ing as reserve for the day of resumption. He is adding to that stock 
at the rate of $5,000,000 a month. Our surplus revenue of $35,000,000 
a year will all be added to his reserve. Foreign 5 is now in 
our favor. We are selling to other nations almost 8200, 000,000 a year 
more than we are buying. All these elements are with us. Our 
harvests have been more bountiful than ever before. The nation is 
on the returning wave of prosperity. Everywhere business is reviy- 
ing, and there 1s no danger except from the Con of the United 
States. Here is the storm-center ; here is the point of peril. If we 
can pass Ahat fps and not commit ourselves to the dangerous act 
now threatened, we shall soon see resumption complete. 

I notice that gentlemen do not move to strike out the first section 


of the caren Cap: act. Why? Two years my coll Mr. 
EwinG,] in his debate with Governor W ord, langhed at silver 


resumption, so far as the postal currency was concerned, as a 
and as impossible. 

He spurned the proposition to destroy our paper scrip which cost 
but little, and 5 it with silver change Which had some value. 
He argued that every silver eoin issued would behidden away and none 
wou into circulation. But since that debate, silver resumption 
under the first clause of the bill is completed, except that we have 
not yet been able to fund all the old scrip, so lazily do the people 
exercise their right of redemption. But gentlemen think that now, if 
we resume under this section, the currency will all be taken up. 

Mr. EWING, Will the gentleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. GARFIELD, Certainly. 

Mr. EWING. In the debate with Governor Woodford in 1875, I did 
make the statement to which the gentleman refers. But that was 
before the ple of this conntry, or I presume the people of the world 
generally, knew of the furtive and rascally act of demonetization of 
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silver in the adoption of our Revised Statutes. It was before the im- 
mense fall of silver. It was when the silver dollar was at a high pre- 


mium over the greenback dollar, Speaking from conditions then ex- 


isting and the poos of silver at that time, the statement was reason- 
able that the tional silver currency would be taken up and sold, 
and not go into ral circulation. 

Mr. GARFI . The trouble with the statement of my friend 


is, that the fractional silver currency being 12 per cent. below the 
value of the silver dollar, there was not the slightest danger, at the 
time he speaks of, that the silver coin after being issued would pass 
out of circulation, My friend did not believe in silver resumption 
until that metal became so depreciated as to be worth vastly less than 


r. 
Oen e think there is danger that the people will present all 
their greenbacks and demand the coin, if resumption is enforced, -Let 
us see. Remember how slow they have been in giving up their scrip. 
Suppose that a farmer in one of your eastern States sells his farm for 
$10,000. He wants to remove to the great West. He gets ten green- 
backs of the denomination of $1,000 each, This is easy to carry; he 
can put it in his vest pocket. Do you think as a mere matter of con- 
venience he will go to the assistant treasurer in New York and get 
for those green ge ounds’ weight of gold coin to carry in his 
paoka or if the silver dollar should be restored, six hundred and 

orty pounds of silver? No, gentlemen, the moment your greenback 
is equal to gold, it is better than gold; for it is more convenient; 
and it will remain in circulation until the business of the country 
demands its withdrawal. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, if any of the substitutes offered to this 
bill will make resumption more safe, more certain, and will more 
carefully protect the business interests of the country, such amend- 
ment 8 have my vote; but any measure that takes back the 
promise, that gives up what we have gained, that sets us afloat on 
the wild waves from which we have so nearly escaped, I will oppose 
it to the utmost, confidently trusting to the future for the vindica- 
tion of my judgment. (Applause. ] 

Mr. BUCKNER. Mr. Speaker, I am glad it so happens that I shall 
follow in this discussion the distinguished gentleman from Ohio; not 
that I flatter myself that I have the ability resent my views with 
the same power and eloquence that he has displayed, but he and I 
adopt diverse views on some of the questions involved in this discus- 
sion, and as he has referred to the history of England as well as France 
in reference to resumption in those countries I expect in the course 
of the argnment I shall present to show that he is in absolute error 
as to the effects of resumption in England as well as to the example 
of France. I trust that I shall have the attention of the House while 
I present my views on this subject. 


On two occasions since I have had the honor of a seat in this Hall 


I have given expression to my views on questions kindred to those 
involved in the bill now before the House. It is not my 1 55 to 
reiterate what I then said nor to enter at ay. great length into the 
discussion of a subject which has been so thoroughly canvassed in 
this House, on the rostrum, and in the public press. 

While I have been solicitous to have this bill acted upon by the 
House, and at this called session, I have failed to appreciate the im- 
portance or propriety of a prolonged discussion of the resumption 
act, for the obvious reason that it must be presumed that every gen- 
tleman has positive and decided convictions on the subject which will 
not be modified or changed by anything that may be said here. 

It is of the highest moment to all classes of the people and to all 
interests and sections of the country that all suspense and uncer- 
tainty as to the action or non-action of Congress should be dispelled 
ass ily as possible. Š 

If the . of the act of January, 1875, are to be enforced, if the 

licy of the last Administration on this subject is to be continued un- 

er the present, if the Government and the ks are to redeem their 
obligations in gold on the lst of January, 1879, the sooner this is 
made certain and irrevocable, the better for all concerned. If, on the 
contrary, we shall determine to postpone the evil hour to some period 
in the future, or to substitute some other means to carry out the ob- 
ject of the act, or strike it from the statute-book, in whole or in part, 
8 cannot be too speedy, if not, at the same time, inconsid - 
erate. 

I have never entertained a doubt of the impolicy of the attempt to 
reach resumption by contraction. I am not surprised at the increase 
of bankruptcy, the shrinkage of values, the depression in business, 
the lysis of trade and commerce, the despondency and dissatis- 
faction of the laboring population, the discontent of the agricultural 
classes, and the growth of crime and civil commotion, approximat- 
ing to the very verge of social anarchy. It required no gift of prophecy 
to forecast the condition of the country, as we n the time fixed 
for ogn Ferina ne vast mountains of debt of America into specie 
obligations. No special acquaintance with the d of the so- 
called science of political economy was needed to toreshadow the 
commercial, industrial, and social mischief which must necessarily 
ensue upon the attempt to bring down the prices of all commodi- 
ties regulated under a redundant circulation, to the level of an in- 
suff cient and contracted one. 

The slightest knowledge of English history, the experience of 
our own country within the knowledge of many now living, not 
to say the dictates of common sense and the facts of every-day life, 
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should have averted the ruin of the great labor interests of this 
country, which has strewed the path of contraction and an insuffi- 
cient circulation. For nearly ten long and dreary years the people 
have been uttering their protest against the madness that ruled 
the hour, against the folly of attempting to resume by crippling every 
industrial pursuit, against the criminality of conforming the financial 

licy of this magnificent heritage of Providence to the demands of 
Wall street and the money drones of the creditor section of the Union. 
Warnings, expostulations, entreaties, in season and out of season, have 
come up from the toiling, despairing millions inst a financial 
policy that threatens to make shipwreck of every interest on which 
the Government depends for its support and on which society depends 
for its existence and p rity. And now we are confronted with the 
solution of the question whether we shall persist in this suicidal and 
destructive policy or whether we shall halt in this work of bank- 
ruptey and disaster and obliterate the crowning triumph of a whole 
decade of financial wrong-doing: the resumption act of January, 1875. 

The bill reported to the House from the Committee on Banking and 
Currency is simply a repeal of the third section of thisact. Its legal 
effect is abet tie same as the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Ilinois, [Mr. Forr.] Both the original bill and the substitute 
look to the same result, and both will leave the banks unharmed and 
intact, with the same right to‘Organize new banks as is now author- 
ized by law. Banking will remain free, as now, to any four individ- 
uals who can get together $50,000 in United States bonds. The bill 
of the committee, as well as the substitute, in postponing the 
time of redemption of the three hundred millions of nry notes 
outstanding ; stops any further contraction of the legal-tender circu- 
lation, now amounting to three hundred and fifty-four millions, and 
strips the Secretary of the Treasury of the power to increase the 
bonded debt of the United States by the sale of bonds and investment 
of their proceeds in coin, for the purpose of redeeming the outstand- 
ing legal-tenders. 

There is no particle of reason in the suggestion that the national 
banks are legislated ont of existence by the bill of the committee. 
On the contrary, it recognizes that existence and leaves them just 
as they are, except so far us they may be indirectly and remotely 
affected by the withdrawal of the authority of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue either of the class of bonds authorized by the fund- 
ing act of July, 1870, and whieh might become the basis of additional 
bank circulation. I may be permitted to say in this connection that 
Lam by no means enamored with national banking. Ihave a deep 
and abiding conviction that it is the most dangerous, the most per- 
nicious, the most useless, and the most anti-republican institution 
that exists in this or any other civilized conntry. In my judgment 
the existence of two thousand national banks, with a capital of 
* $350,000,000, destined, if the system becomes permanent, to be dupli- 
cated both in number and the amount of capital, is now, and has been 
for years, the chief obstacle to a just and fair solution of the financial 

roblem, is full of peril to the freedom of elections and the purity of 
egislation, and an unbearable burden upon the productive indus- 
tries of the country. In truth, the fact that both the original bill 
and the substitute recognize the existence of this gigantic combination 
of organized credit and money power, and gives it additional time to 
strengthen its hold upon the country, constitutes the only objection 
I have to the legislation which is now proposed. But, sir, if I de- 
sired to . or destroy these institutions, I would resort to no such 
means as this suggestion implies, I would not strike at them in such 
indirect, doubtful, or underhanded way. 

If it shall be determined to bring the banks before the bar of pub- 
lie opinion, for its judgment, as to whether they shall live or die, the 
friends of the banks in this Hall may be assured that they shall have 
due notice of our intended action, as well as the unds of that 
action. To seek the abolition of the banks by indirection, subter- 
fuge, or by legislation ostensibly designed for other pu would 
be as discreditable to the @ommittee as it would be unjust to the 
great and diversified interests to be affected by it. 

The only question presented to the House now is whether the third 
section of the act of January 14, 1875, shall be repealed. This sec- 
tion contains three prominent and distinct ideas: first, the designa- 
tion of a tixed date when resumption shall take place ; secondly, the 
contraction of United States notes; thirdly, the increase of the 
bonded debt, to purchase coin to supply the Treasury wit hthe means 
of redemption. These are briefly the instrumentalities to reach an 
end which has been attained by but one of the nations of the world, in 
all time after the precious metals had been driven from the channels 
of circulation and a paper medium substituted in their place. 

England alone, of all the great powers of the earth, has up to this 
time resumed coin payment of its obligations after suspension and 
the banishment of metal from circulation. Her example, instead of 
being a warning to us, has been followed with such servility of imita- 
tion that it is dificult to resist the conclusion that the object of our 
financiers has been to reproduce here the same destruction of material 
and social interests and the same aggrandizement of invested capital 


as took place on that island in 1819 and succeeding years. Each and 
all of the agencies which this third section has adopted to brin 
about resumption on the part of the Government are alike condemne 
by reason and experience, as well as by the present judgment of the 
American people. But there are other reasons outside of the statute 
itself, and growing out of the history of the past few years, that 
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should lead to its absolute and immediate repenl. Its passage was 
one of those acts of financial and legislative legerdemain which have 
become so common in our late history by which, under the forms of 
law, the many have been plundered for the benefit of the few. 

On its face it is ap nt that contraction of the gross amount of 
legal-tender and bank circulation was not designed. Contraction of 
the former to the limit of three hundred millions was the avowed 

of the act, but it never was contemplated by the terms of 
the act that that contraction was to be enforced, except by a reduc- 
tion of the legal-tender notes to the amount of 80 per cent. of the 
national-bank notes authorized to be issued under theact. If $1,000 
of bank circulation was issued to banks increasing their circulation 
or capital, or to newly organized banks, then 8800 of legal-tender 
notes were to be withdrawn from circulation. Under the opera- 
tion of this section the circulating medium has been reduced from 
January 14, 1875, to November 1, 1877, a period of two years nine 
and a half months, in the sum of 860, 628,179. Of this decrease 
$33,119,071 has been in bank circulation, and $27,509,108 in legal- 
tenders or greenbacks. This will appear from the following figures : 


Legal tenders outstanding J snua dose: Ld pecs par ano's $382, 000, 000 
Legal-tenders outstanding November 1, 1877 354, 490, 992 
Decrease in two years nine months ............... 27, 509, 008 
Bank-notes outstanding January 14, 1875 $349, 804, 182 
Bank-notes outstanding No aak 111 a DA 316,775,111 
Decrease in two years nine months 33, 119, O71 
Total amount circulating notes January 14, 1875...... $731, 894, 182 
Total amount circulating notes November 1, 1877 671, 266, 103 
Decrease in circulating notes. 60, 628, 079 


Whatever may have been the motives of the projectors of this 
scheme in thus reducing so rapidly the means of exchange there can 
be no doubt that its practical operation has been to perpetuate a frand 
upon the people of this country, if not upon many that voted for it; 
and this capacity for mischief and ruin must still continue as long as 
this third section remains upon the statute-book. The power to con- 
tract the currency within the next twelve months to the limit ot 
three hundred millions is in the national banks of New York and the 
East, and so fixed and determined is their purpose to obtain a monop- 
oly of the paper circulation of the United States and to fasten these 
institutions permanently upon the country, that this result is far 
from being improbable. By increasing the capital stock of old banks, 
or by the oid banks that have withdrawn their circulation applying 
for new eirenlation to-day and withdrawing it to-morrow, and repeat- 
ing this operation at will, the excess of legal-tenders over the limit 
of three hundred millions may be withdrawn within the next twelve 
months, Such, I understand, has been the operation of the law for 
several weeks past, and such the necessity for an increase of circu- 
lation in the large moneyed centers that several of the old banks 
whose circulation did not exceed $45,000 have applied for and re- 
ceived 1 additions to their cireulation. It is by such cunning 
and mal it manipulations of the provisions of this section that 
it has been perverted to a purpose never contemplated by Congress 
or the country. 

But is this the only reason, not patent upon the face of the act, 
why it should be repealed, if not expunged by drawing black lines 
around it? 

This act of January, 1875, provides for gold resumption, under the 
terms of that act and of the Revised Statutes of 1874. Silver, except 
for subsidiary coinage and the trade-dollar had been demonetized by 
the coinage act of 1573, and re-enacted in effect by the Revised Stat- 
utes on the 22d of June, 1874. Less than six months after this legis- 
lative demonetization the Tesumption act was passed. It must have 
been known to those who engineered the resumption act through 
Congress that we had absolutely discarded the use of silver as money, 
except as I have stated, and that the redemption of the greenbacks— 
and with that the redemption of the fational-bank notes as well as 
the millions of deposits in the banks—must be made in gold coin, and 
not in gold or silver. This important fact was not known, except to 
afew, when the resumption act was passed. It was not generally 
known for months afterwards, It could not have been known to 
President Grant, who signed this bill, until long after, as is evident 
from a letter written in October, 1873, by him to Mr. Coudrey, an 
extract of which I find on page 89 in the report of the monetary 
commission, just printed. It was studiously concealed from the 
general prs until about the beginning of the Forty-fourth Con- 

t is incredible that, if it had been known, no allusion to 
it was made in the press or in the debate on the resumption act in 
the other wing of the Capitol until long after the passage of that act. 

If it had been known that we had discarded the use of silver as a 
legal tender, and that we were confined to the use of gold aione in 

eeming our moneyed obligations, can there be a doubt but that 
the resumption act would have been defeated? Need I point to the 
vote on the remonetization of silver in this House a few days since 
as well as during the Forty-fourth Congress, to show that this Honse 
by no yote it ever gave intended to resume in gold alone? Need 


1877. 


J call attention to the almost universal sentiment in this coun 
favor of using silver as apan of our curren 
fixed by the bill presented by 


in 
„ if not of the weight 
my colleague, [Mr. BLAND, ] at a greater 
weight, as proof conclusive and absolute that no American Con- 
gress within the present decade would give its assent to a proposi- 
tion to pay the debts of the Governmentin gold alone? Mr. te 

t 


there is no escape from the conclusion that Con was entrap 
into the of this resamption act by a deliberate concealmen 
of important facts, the knowledge of which would have prevented 
its It presents such a case of fraudulent concealment in the 
interest of the owners of invested capital, here and in Europe, that if 
the courts of the country could take 3 of matters of legis- 
lation, secured by fraudulent con ent of the truth, they would 
nullify the t section of this act on the ground of a fraudulent 
conspiracy and concealment of important facts in order to procure 


its 

if, Mr. Speaker, I should put the question to each member of this 
House, whether he believed that the Government could redeem the 
three hundred millions of Treasury notes on the Ist day of January, 
1879, in gold, under the provisions of this act, I doubt whether I 
should obtain a single affirmative res I have not been able to 
find one man—learned vr unlearned, capitalist or laborer, merchant 
or farmer—who believes resumption possible or practicable. Per- 
haps the Secretary of the Treasury is an exception. I believe I 
violate no confidence when I say that no member of the Bankin 
and Currency Committee regards it possible under the provisions o 
the resumption act. There are no doubt those who think that sifch 
amendments could be adopted as would accomplish resumption at 
the time fixed ; but I humbly submit that the designation of a day, 
unless in the distant future, cannot hasten resumption in the least. 
On the contrary, it would retard it unless there was a general feel- 
ing of confidence, founded upon the condition of the country and 
the coin-reserve, that it would produce no shock to its business 
interests. We ought to be in a condition to resume before the day 
arrives, and not only that, but there should be a universal sense of 
confidence that we were pre toresume and to maintain 3 
tion permanently. It wo be as wise to designate a day when it 
would rain, or to determine absolutely the number of bales of cotton 
that will be raised next year, or the number of bushels of wheat and 
corn that will be exported during the next season. 

If all our industrial pursuits were highly prosperous ; if labor was 
generally employed at remunerative prices; if our merchants and 
manufacturers in all parts of the country were reaping fair returns 
upon their capital and there was double amount ld coin in 
the Treasury, in the banks, and in the hands of the people that there 
is to-day, it would be a most hazardous experiment to say that the 
Government should redeem the three hundred millions of greenbacks 
in gold within fifteen months, even assuming that we had reached 
that limit and gold and greenbacks were at par. A failure in the 
cotton crop, or a large deficiency in the crops of the Northwest the 
ensuing season would render any attempt at resumption in January, 
1879, abortive, and necessarily postpone permanent resumption for 
many years. We should act most unwisely in designating any time 
in the future for resumption, with our heavy indebtedness abroad 
estimated by good authorities to be about $1,500,000,000, with every 
department of business depressed, and with the small balance of trade 
in our favor. When the condition of the country will justify it, re- 
sumption will take place without any legislative action as to time as 
certainly as the trees put on their foliage under the influence of the 
summer's sun. On this point I am confirmed in this view of the sub- 
ject by the authority of the present Secretary of the Treasury, when 
on a similar question before the Senate he used this language: 


close-reefed ; 
all enterprise will be suspended; every bank will have contracted its currency to 
the lowest limit, and the debtor, compelled to meet in coin a debt con in 
currency, will find the coin hoarded in the Treasury, no re tative óf coin in 
ci n. his property shrunk, not only to the extent of the 8 of the 

scarci the hoarders of gold. — 


currency, but still more by the ty made by 
Congressional Globe, volume 71, page 
great as has been the mistake of designating a 


But, Mr. Speaker, 
day for the resumption of gold payments, it sinks into insignificance 
when compared with the means and agencies relied upon to accom- 
plish this result. 

These are mainly to reduce the amount of paper circulation to 
such a point as that gold and paper will be equalized in their pur- 
chasing power. If gold and legal-tenders are of equal value in the 
market. then resumption is an accomplished fact, according to the 
theories on which contraction has been inaugurated and continued. 
To bring about this result, no other expedient bas been thought of or 
proposed from the time of Secretary McCulloch down to the pres- 
ent, but contraction. Our financial statesmen seem to have had no 
other conception, to have discovered no other panacea, for the ills 
of an irredeemable currency than to add to its value by reducing its 
quantity. It seems never to have occurred to them that, if its uses 
were incre.sed, the same result would be effected, without the con- 
ceded injuries and disadvan of a decreasing circulation, and 
consequent fall in the prices of all commodities. The greenback was 
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once invested with the same attributes with gold in one particular: 
it was by law convertible into an interest-bearing bond. 

That right it no longer has, and has not had since 1863. Gold is 
received in payment of all dues to the Government, while the green- 
back is d ited at the custom-house and its vaults are barred 
against it. The bonds issued under the funding act of 1870, bearing 
a gold interest of 4 per cent., payable quarterly, have been sold at 
par during the present year ; and, if the discredited greenback could 
be converted into such a bond as the gold of the millionaire has been 
or if it had been receivable at the custom house, is there any sane mau 
that doubts that greenbacks would have a market value equal to 
gold? If equalization in market value is all that is needed to effect 
resumption, we might have had resumption without the untold mis- 
eries and bankruptcies, the pauperism and beggary that have fol- 
lowed in the wake ofcontraction. If the present Secretary of the 
Treasury had been true to his convictions as expressed in a speech 
delivered by him in the Senate on February 27, 1868, the difference 
between coin and greenbacks would have disappeared long ago.— 
Congressional Globe, volume 69, page 187. 

I desire now to make a few observations in regard to the sections of the bill relat- 
ing to the United States notes, and these I consider as vitally important. We pro- 
pene fa Seren to Sha Taitoa States note the right to be funded at the pleasure of 

holder into the new bonds whenever he desires, There is more ground of dis- 
content and more real discontent among the people of this country because of the 
discrimination made between the bondholder the holder of the greenback than 
every citizen of this country to take the n- 
back as money, willing or un . It is the measure of the value of his r, 
and yet it has no pure ble perar except the hope that in some future time the 
United States will redeem it. It may be forced upon another man in payment of a 
aak it niay bo applied so pay taxes, but it cannot be converted into income except 

a discoun 

A man cannot take United States notes payable on demand to any broker and re- 
ceivein exchange any form of security issued by the Uuited States. There is a wide 
discrimination made between the bondhbolder and the noteholder, which gives rise to 
po r clamor and is the cause of a great deal of just complaint. In 1863 we were 
compelled for wise purposes to take away the right of the holder of the greenback 
to fund it, because we wished then to force our upon the market, and while 
that right was outstanding we could not do it. Now that the war is over, that the 
whole of funding is intended to be volun at the discretion of the note- 
holder, we ought promptly to restore this right to allow the note to be con at 
any time into some kind of bond; and we propose also to allow the bonds to be 
converted into notes, 2 within the limits of notes flxed by law. Then there 
is no direrimination; the bondho!der and the noteholder are both public creditors; 
both d upon the public faith. The noteholder may go to the Treasury of the 
United and demand his bond; the bondholder may go also and demand his 
note. They are put on a basis of equality. This destroys all speculation in Gov- 
ernment securities. Both will then st. am the same footing and both will be of 
foie is nto bona aud the OEE cry af AT 
n 3 © 
tor the bondholder and motan tor the people, "will be silent, 5. = 

The scheme so ably advocated by the then chairman of the Finance 
Committee was one of justice and of faith—justice to the holder 
of the nback and faith on the of the Government. It 
would have placed the bondholder and the noteholder upon “a basis 
of equality,” and it would have effectually silenced the “ cry of dema- 
gogues, that the Government has provided gold for the bondholder and notes 

‘or the people.” It would have done more than that: it would have 
equalized the market value of gold and greenbacks and spared the 
country its sad and melancholy experience of the last eight years. In 
a speech made in the Senate January 27, 1869, (vol. 71, page 629 Con- 
gressional Globe,) he foresaw the dangers of contraction and de- 
nounced the proposition to apply a new standard of value to the prop- 
ay of the people, by an appreciation of the currency, “as an act of 
folly without example of evil in modern times. But that I may have the 
full benefit of the well-considered opinions of such an eminent au- 
thority on finance as the Sutin ganned Becretary, I ask the Clerk to 
read an extract from this speech. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

The appreciation of thecurrency is a far more distressing operation than Senators 


from any other cause. You com 


yg mee Oar own and other ms have through that process before * * 
1 rel: cate eo years [previous to 1821} the notas of the Bank of England were 
practically a legal tender, and upon them, as upon 


our greenbacks, was based a eur- 
rency issued by the country banks. When the war {with Napoleon] was over 
measures were slowly adopted for the appreciation of the paper currency to the 
eg standard. It is oniy to ap to tho histories of the time to show 
disastrous effects. 9 debtors, and laborers were reduced to the 
sorest distress. The loss to them was far greater than the actual appreciation uf 
the currency, for all confidence and trust were lost. The only compeusation to 
Great Britain was the rapid fall in the rate of interest, from the abundance of idle 
capital, and her ability to redace the rate of interest on her pub‘io debt within a 
short period to 3 per cent. If Senators wish other examples of the severe process 
of passing from a depreciated currency to a currency convertible into gold, let 
them 83 of the times after the Revolution, and after the wer of 1612, 
and after the revulsion of 1837, all of which were periods of transition from a de- 
to acon ible currency. 
It is not possible to take this voyage without the sorest d 


istresa. To every por- 
son ex a capitalist out of debt or a salaried officer or annuitant, it is a period 
of loss, ger, lassitade of trade, fall of wages, sus ion of euterp bank- 
ruptey. and To every railroad it isan additior of one-third tothe burden 


of its debt, and, more than that, deduction from the value of its stock. It means 
the ruinof all dealers whose debts are twice their (business) capital. though one- 
third less than their actual property: It means the fall of all agricultural produc- 
tions without any great redu of taxes. * * To attempt this task by a sur- 
prise upon our people, by arresting them in the midst of their lawfal business, and 
applying a now stant of value to their property, without any redrction of their 
debts or giving them an opportunity to compound with their creditors or to dis- 
— their losses, would be an act of folly without example in evil in modern 
mes 


Mr. BUCKNER. In 1869, this was prophetic philosophy; in 1877, 


it has become accepted history. 
At another time, January 9, 1868, (Congressional Globe, volume 65, 
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page 411,) the present head of the Treasury spoke as follows on this 
subject of contraction: 

The question is, how shall we approach specie payment? I say, not by contrac- 
tion ae earth because you 3 ap pete Pe ie payments by contraction 
except through a distress and a destruction of all the business interests of the 
pares oh that our people will not tolerate and will not submit to. You cannot ap- 

n specie payments by contraction alone, thongh you may contract somewhat. 
henever money — easy itis right enough to contract; bat when money is tight 
m cease. 

I refer to these utterances of the distinguished head of the Treas- 
ury with no p to exhibit his inconsistency on these questions. 
I call the attention ef the House and the country to them for the 
higher purpose of showing that the difference in market value be- 
tween our greenbacks and gold could have been obliterated at any 
time by Congress without resorting to the cruel and almost criminal 
process of contraction, and without committing that “act of folly 
without example of evil in modern times.” 

I cite these well-digested opinions of the late chairman of the Sen- 
ate Finance Committee, the mover of the bill which we now seek to 
divest of its power of mischief, to show that when he presented it to 
the Senate he and those who co-operated with him knew that the 
road of contraction was one of oppression to labor, of ruin to the 
debtor classes, of aggrandizement of invested capital, and of beg- 
gary, pauperism, aud crime. I direct attention to them because the 
prove conclusively that the authors of the financial ills from whic 
the country has been suffering started upon their “voyage” to the 
haven of gold resumption with full knowledge that it would be, in 
the language of the Secretary, one of “‘ sorest distress,” of “ lassitude 
of trade,” of “fall of w: ,” of „suspension of enterprise,” of“ bank- 
ruptey and disaster.” And if it be in exfenuation of their 
criminal indifference to every interest but that of money and capital, 
that they did not foresee that the resumption act would produce 
such an enormous contraction in the paper circulation as sixty mill- 
ions in two years and nine months, then they should beat a hasty 
retreat and unite with the Banking and Currency Committee now in 
wresting the power of further mischief from the head of the Treasury. 
For, sir, all accepted English history is a fable and a fiction or the 
road yet untraveled to reach the goal of permanent resumption in 
gold is beset with difficulties and dangers of far greater magnitude 
than that which we have passed over, to say nothing of our own ex- 
perience in 1812 and 1837. 

The distinguished Secretary of the Treasury has read that history, 
as well as our American history, and full well ought he to know that he 
is but at the beginning of the end; that the difference in market value 
between gold and greenbacks is no just measure of the depreciation 
of the latter, and That when, by contracting the paper circulation, 
he has equalized the market value of paper and coin he has a long 
and dreary path to travel before the country can be assured of per- 
manent resumption. If there is any gentleman who hears me that 
has doubts on this subject—if he is not too much wedded to the 
theories of professed scientists unsupported by facts; and if, unlike 
the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. PRICE, ] he believes that like causes, 
other conditions being the same, will produce like effects in America 
asin England or France—I beg him to turn to Alison’s History of 
Modern Europe, volume 2, page 398 and following; to Donbleday's 
Financial History of England; the same author's life of Sir Robert 
Peel, the author of the resumption act of 1819; and especially to a 
small volume of Sir Archibald Alison, of less than one hundred pages, 
entitled England in 1815 and 1845; or a Sufficient and a Contrac 
Currency, to be found in the Congressional Library. To such as adopt 
the views of the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. PRIcE,] that the terri- 
torial extent of this country, its wonderful achievements in the past, 
and the unconquerable energy of our people enable us to accomplish 
impossibilities, and justify ns in disregarding the experience of other 
nations under like circumstances, it will be a waste of time to attempt 
to add to their stock of information on this subject. He says that “in 
the lexicon of the young giant of the West” “ there is no such word 
as fail,” and because we have promised to resume we must do it at 
all hazards. ` 

Why, sir, the gentleman himself is failing in the execution of this 
promise, He favors the remonetization of the silver dollar, and the 

romise which English and German capitalists exacted at our hands 

ae resumption act was a promise to resume in gold and nothing 
e 

Unless gentlemen are pre to show that the circumstances 
which surround ns are essentially different from those of the English 
poplo at the time of the resumption of cash parens by the k 
of England in 1823—unless it can be established that there is some- 
thing in the amount and extent of our resources, in the comparative 
amount of gold in the two countries, or in the amount of paper cir- 
culation, or of its depreciation at and before the period fixed for 
resumption—I cannot but conclude that we must expect the same 
results to follow resumption that occurred in England. 

And I undertake to say that there is no such marked parallelism 
to be found in any two Fi pers in the history of any two nations that 
have ever existed up to the present period, in our attempt at resump- 
tion, and I warn gentlemen nst voting to perpetuate the misfor- 
tunes and sufferings of the laboring classes of the country under an 
such delusion as that this “ young giant of the West” can accom lish 
financial impossibilities. In one particular there is a marked diver- 
gence between the condition of England in 1819 and 1820 and the 
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United States now. We are emphatically one of the great debtor 
nations of the world. England sixty years ago as now was the cred- 
itor nation of the world. Every nation and kindred and tongne was 
in debt to her; the United States is in debt to everybody, especially 
to Germany and Great Britain. And even if England had resumed 
without special injury to her industrial and other classes, this ele- 
ment of indebtedness might well make us pause in further prosecnt- 
ing the attempt at resumption in 1879, With this exception, the con- 
ditions of the two countries at the time and for some years before 
resumption run in parallel lines. England was in suspension twenty- 
two years; we have already been in suspension fifteen. 

The same causes that banished the metals from England operated 
here, except that the war of England was waged on foreign soil. 
Large amounts of depreciated paper were put and kept in circula- 
tion, and, as compared with the mint prices of gold, the prices of most 
kinds of property appreciated in both countries. Large amounts of 
indebtedness, individual and national, were contracted in these high 
prices. In both countries, during suspension, there was t pros- 
perity, especially among the agricultural, manufacturing, and labor- 

g classes. In each country the paper currency was at a heavy dis- 
count, but much greater in America than England, the excess dein 
proportionately much | r with us. The gest premium on gol 
was about 25 per cent, in 1814 in England, while with us it ran up 
over 100 per cent. 

As in England, so in America during suspension: there was a 
severe panic, which resulted in the bankruptey of many country 
bahks and fall in prices, and in 1817 such had been the reduction in 
the volume of depreciated paper that the notes of the Bank of Eng- 
land were nearly on a parity with gold. In 1819, when the act of 
resumption was passed providing for a gradual resumption to be com- 
pleted in 1823, the difference between the =e pies and exports was 
several millions of pounds sterling in favor.of the former, while iu 
1818 the paper circulation was two hundred and forty millions, in 
1819 two hundred millions, in 1820 one hundred and seventy millions 
and in 1821 one hundred and fifty millions, in 1822 one hundred and 
thirty millions, and in 1823 one hundred and thirty-five millions, 
showing a constant and severe contraction, this last increase over 
the preceding year being the result of a repeal of that part of the 
resumption act requiring a withdrawal of the notes of less than $25. 

In 1817 the Bank of England had a circulation of $135,000,000 
against forty-cight millions bullion in her vaults; in 1819 the bank 
had $138,000,000 circulation and $55,000,000 in coin, and in 1819, before 
the Peel bill became a law, its circulation was $125,000,000, with 
twenty millions of coin as her reserve, 

It will be seen that these facts, derived from the most authentic 
sources, show a remarkable degree of comparative resemblance in tho 
material and financial condition of the two countries, and to make the 
parallel more complete the difference between the market valneof gold 
and paper in the year before resumption was to begin was not ox- 
ceeding 3 to 5 per cent. in England, and with us it has ranged from 
2 to 5 and now stands at about 21 percent. And the question nat- 
urally arises, what was the effect of this legislation upon the pros- 
perity of England? What is the opinion of enlightened Englishmen 
as to the effect of the resumption of gold payments by the Bank of 
England? In all my examination of this subject I have found but 
one opinion, and that is that the depression of trade, the destruction 
of the agricultural and mechanical interests, the increase of pauper- 
ism and crime, the transfer of the landed estates from the many to 
the few, the bankruptcy of small traders, mechanics, merchants, and 
farmers, the discontent and insurrectionary spirit of the laboring 
classes, and the difficulty of meeting the taxes necessary to the sup- 
port of the 3 were each and all of them traceable chietly 
to the act of 1519, Secretary (then Senator) Sherman gave expression 
to the verdict and judgment of history on the subject when. he said: 

Small traders, debtors, and laborers were reduced to tho sorest distress. The 
loss to them was far greater than the actual appreciation of the currency, for all 
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He might have said also, with quite as much truth, that for years 
the country was in a state of insurrection, and that time and again 
the military were called out to sup the turbulence and riotous 
insubordination of the people. I e said that the English histo- 
rians of that period attribute these dire calamities that befell the 
5 people to the resumption act of 1819, with entire unauimity 
so far as I have observed. Doubleday, in the political life of Sir 
Robert Peel, the author of the resumption act, says that Ricardo, a 
wealthy banker and author of a work on political economy, and who 
was at that day re ed as an oracle on finance, said in the debate 
on the passage of the bill: 

That in a few weeks all alarm would be forgotten and that at the end of the year 
we should all be surprised that any alarm at all had ever prevailed at the prospect 
of a variation of 3 per cent. on the value of the circulating median, Volume 1, 
page R 

On page 218 of the same volume, speaking of the resumption act of 
1819, the same author says: 


That by the augmentation of the value of the current money caused by this act 
it in effect doubled, or nearly doubled, the weight of all meney en; ments, pub- 
lic and private, then outstanding, there are few now to deny; that the act war 
suffered to pass without any member of either house of Parliament distinctly as- 
serting the trnth and at the same time deprecating the injustice, is equally ungues- 
klonale hat the country is still (1856) struggling under the effects of this the most 
unjust of all acts of Parliament passed in times, admits of just as little doubt. 
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It would be, however, just as far from equitable to impute, as some have —— 


to do, the whole of these errors and 
name is wedded by usage to an act which he was 
mist party to carry through the house. 


Speaking of this “small-note bill,” passed in 1922 to relieve the 
bank, the same author says on page 255: 

It was now useless to attempt to deny the failure of the ictions of the econo- 
the measure of 1819. It was now May 1823, and instead of 
being in a state of innocent and A e wonderment at their having been afraid 

è valuo of money, as Mr. Ricardo predicted 

i i into difficulty 

all men ye 
all ing the aper money whi 

formerly circulated. “This poin . Peel was therefore 3 to evade as 

he best could, en g instead upon the difficulty or rather impossibility of re- 


tracting a step of this nature when once hazarded, andattacking in turn the weaker 


portions of . Attwood’s proposal, some of which were sufficiently assailable. 

On pages 244 and 245 after stating the course of Sir Robert Peel, 
Ri o, and other resumptionists on the “small-note bill,” he publishes 
a foot-note, in which he makes an extract from Ward’s Remarks on 
the Commercial Legislation of 1846, as follows : 

Mr. Ricardo lived to change this opinion as to the effect of the act of 1819 upon 
the value of currency, and shortly before he died expressed that he had done so, 
The late Sir W. Heygate was wi and he said, “Ay! Heygate, you and the 


him. 
posed us on the cash payments have proved rigbt. I said the 


few others who op A 
difference at most would be only 5 per cent., and you said t at the least, it would 


be 25 per cent.“ This is stated on the authority of the late Alderman Heygate. 
It is a pity that Mr. Ricardo did not, as some atonement to his country for the 
tremendous mischief he then, past doubt, occasioned, publish this recantation un- 
der his own hand. $ 

And in Greville's Memoirs of George IV and William IV, volume 2, 
page 145, speaking of Sir Robert Peel, he says: 

Tf we look back the Tong HORT SS of Peel's lifo and inquire what have been 
the political measures with which name is particularly connected, we shall find, 
first, the return to cash payments, which almost everybody now agrees was a fatal 
mistake, though it would not be fair to visit him with extraordinary censure for a 
measure which was sanctioned by almost all the great financial authorities. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] has exhibited unusual 
boldness in his denial that the cause of England’s misfortunes from 
1819 and subsequently was the p e of Peel’s bill, in the face of 
the authority I have presented, including the authority of the pres- 
ent Secretary of the Treasury, and he could have said nothing so con- 
clusive of the weakness of this position as his depreciation of Sir 
Archibald Alison’s historical accuracy on this subject because of his 
hostility to republican institutions. y 

If my time permitted I could refer to the debates in Parliament in 
subsequent years and accumulate evidence to make good the asser- 
tion that the passage of the gor gi) bare actin 1819 has been universally 
regarded by intelligent men of all parties in Great Britain as a “fatal 
mistake,” and that it was the prolific parent of unnumbered woes to 
the people of England as well as to the government for more than a 
generation. ` 

And now, sir, what was the theory on which this bill was passed? 
Let it be borne in mind that when the resumption act of 1819 was 
passed (May, 1819) the market price of gold as compared with paper 
was from 3 to 5 per cent. discount, In Life of Sir Robert Peel, 
from which I have copied, will be found a ion of the speech of Mr. 
Ricardo on this bill, and to whose speech and influence it was in: 
debted for its prompt enactment without even a division of the house. 
He scouted the idea that it would produce a depreciation in the price 
of commodities exceeding the then depreciation of the paper money 
of the kingdom. This was the theory of the great political econo- 
mist, the fallacy of which he afterward acknowledged when it was 

ut to the test of fact and experience. The gentleman from Iowa 

Mr. PRICE] is evidently laboring under this same unfortunate delu- 
sion. He is reported as saying a few days since: 


consequences to Mr, Peel becanse 
merely selected by the écono- 


That (the law-making] er has brought the price of gold down to 1024 to-dsy, 
and when we have specie value we have specie payments, T 
step from that is not long nor difficult, 


And from what is reported of the President, he is also afflicted with 
the Ricardo hallucination. The papers. say that the President re- 
marked the other day that— 

The struggle about silver and against resumption, with the woful threats of 
ruin white wed by the inflationists, reminded him of a boy who hung by his 
fingers to a window-sill and cried out lustily for help. and who, when taken down, 
found that he had all the while been hanging with his feet only about two inches 
and a half from the ground. 

So that the gentleman from Iowa is not alone in his delusion. It 
is shared by many other intelligent men in and outof this Chamber, 
and deserves some consideration. I might with safety rely upon the 
3 and emphatic contradiction to this theory received in the 

istory of England, to which I have just adv , for it has been 
well said that “experience is perpetually contradicting the theories 
of men,” and surely in the history of the world experience has 
never offered so decisive a refutation of human error as in this 
instance. What are we to understand by specie payments, the 
a. to which is supposed to be so short and so easy, when gold 
and greenbacks are of the same nominal value? If it means any- 
thing and is not a sham and a cheat, it means that not only the 
Government will redeem the legal-tenders at its Treasury, but it 
means also that three hundred and sixteen millions of bank-note 
circulation will be redeemable in gold, or greenbacks which will 
then be at par with gold. Not only that, but the two billions 
of deposits in the banks of the country will be practically con- 


verted into gold instead of currency debts. Now, the only cus- 
tomer wanting gold is the Government, through its custom-houses ; 
but resumption creates a demand for gold from the national banks 
as well as from millions of depositors in the banks. This might not 
be a demand very difficult to satisfy, if the industries of the country 
were in a prosperous condition and confidence in business and among 
business men not entirely lost, and we had accumulated a large 
stock of coin in the Treasury, in the banks, and in the channels of 
circulation. But the reverse is true; and, when bankruptcy is in- 
creasing and banks are breaking, confidence cannot take 8 much 
less grow. This increased demand for gold at home increases its 
price in relation to other commodities, and while the value of gold 
appears to be stationary the inereased demand for it shows italt in 
a diminished demand for all other species of property and a conse- 
quent fall in price. This must be the inevitable result of resump- 
tion in gold in any possible condition of its supply and of the mate- 
rial interests of the country within fourteen months of this time. 

But in addition to the home demand for pola: making it dearer 
and higher, and consequent lower prices of all commodities, we must 
engage in a straggle with the gold-standard nations of the world for 
what is needed here for circulation. This increased demand will 
have a strong tendency to augment its price in Germany, Eng- 
land, France, and in fact the whole world, the effect of whic 
must be to depreciate the prices of all commodities, not only in 
these countries but in the United States. If by specie payments 
or resumption is meant only a diminution in the present price of 
commodities in greenbacks to their present valuation in gold, say 
3 per cent., the step is indeed a very short and easy one; but far 
more than this is involved in the resumption of gold payments. It 
necessarily involves a diminution of prices in paper money to such 
prices in gold as would inevitably occur after gold had been largel 
enhanced in value by the increased demand here and the competi- 
tion with other countries for it which must follow gold resumption. 
The fatal mistake that is made here is that we forget that gold, like 
other commodities, though not to the same extent, is liable to fluctu- 
ation in value and its price controlled by the laws of demand and 
supply, while we find it difficult to divest ourselves of the idea that 
po = as invariable in value as the yard-stick is invariable in its 

ength. 

It is quite as difficult to realize that it is the standard of value it- 
self, which is often changing in value, as it is to comprehend that the 
earth is moving rapidly through the vens when it appears to us 
to be standing still and to be surrounded by the sun, moon, and stars, 
which are revolving around it. It is this unfortunate delusion that 
has in a great measure led to the adoption of contraction as the chief 
agency to bring gold and mbacks to a parity. Contraction has 
proceeded upon the idea that the difference between gold and paper 
was the measure of the excess of paper circulation, and was an unerr- 
ing index of the amount of its depreciation, It has gone so far that 
we have now in per circulation, if we deduct the reserves of paper 
money kept in the banks and the Treasury, not exceeding seventy- 
five millions of circulation more than we had twenty years ago, when 
Secretary Cobb estimated our entire circulation of gold, silver, and 
paper at four hundred and ninety millions. The true test of an ex- 
cessive circulation, whether in paper or specie, is in the enhanced 
price of commodities, and not in the difference in the market value of 
specie and greenbacks. ' 

Who can tell what effect the demonetization of silver by Germany 
and the adoption of the single gold standard have had upon the rela- 
tive price of gold as well as of silver. That it had a sensible effect 
upon its value is beyond question, and if it shall continne to appre- 
ciate we may be compelled to reduce our paper circulation, if not 
hundreds, at least scores of millions before gold and paper stand at 
the same level in the market. Its appreciation shows itself in the 
diminished price of all commodities. Lf the horse that in 1857, 1858, 
and 1859, was worth $100 will not command more than $60 now, we 
may be assured that there is no excess of circulation but, on the con- 
trary, that it has been unduly contracted ; and when, during the late 
war, the same horse wonld have sold for $150 we could have as little 
doubt that the circulation was excessive. It was this hallucination 
that led to the passage of the resumption act of 1819 in England, and 
that is driving us with fearful velocity into the same vortex of bank- 
ruptcy, pauperism, and social disorder that engulfed the English 
people fifty-six years ago. e 

I have before stated that within less than three years the paper 
circulation has been reduced more than $60,000,000 under the opera- 
tions of the third section of the resumption act. This amounts 
to more than a million and a half dollars per month, and the work goes 
bravely on. This is the absolute contraction under this act, but the 
relative contraction mnst not be overlooked in estimating the injury 
inflicted upon the people by a slavish imitation of England’s dis- 
carded and discredited policy. Our population is increasing at the 
rate of two-thirds of amillion per annum; our exports have ineréased 
within that time from $528,000,000 to $615,000,000; our internal and 
interstate commerce has been growing at a still greaterratio; and all 
our business and commercial transactions have been multiplying; 
and according to every principle of common sense the circulating 
medium of the country should increase also. Instead of an increase, 
we have had a decrease of near three millions per month, and this 
process has been going on for years, and under the operation of the 
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resumption act must go on to the bitter end. Can we wonder that 
lands offer no security to the money-lender, that the wheels of com- 
merce are blocked, that bankrupts are increasing, that tramps infest 
the public highways, that labor is unrewarded and unemployed, and 
in fact nothing but the absolute necessaries of life and money have 
any value whatever? It has been well said that— 

To retain the circulating medium of a nation at a stationary or declining amount 
when its numbers are y increasing and their transactions are daily au t- 
ing in number and importance, is the same thing as it would be to attix the limits 
of rations to an army at a time when the number of the soldiers it contained was 
constant] or to reduce the quantity of oil used iu a machine when 
the wheels which required its appliance wore always on the inerease. : 

It may admit of grave doubt, assuming that specie resumption 
means nothing more than the equalization of greenbacks with gold, 
whether the Secretary of the Treasury will not fail to obliterate the 
difference between their market value between now and the Ist of 
January, 1879. It is not at all unlikely that if he should sneceed in 
reducing the volume of greenbacks to the limit fixed by the act of 
January, 1875, that gold and greenbacks will not be on the same 
market level. I am well assured that the apparent appreciation of 
the! -tenders is not due so much to the reduction of their volume 
as to the favorable condition of our trade with foreign nations, super- 
induced by the low prices of labor, enabling our manufactures to 
compete successfully in the markets of the world, and by the rigid 
and stinting economy which the stringency of the times has forced 
our people to practice, and thas diminishing importation. 

Ican hardly conceive it possible that as long as the greenback is 
branded with discredit by its refusal at the custom-house and by its 
inconvertibility into a United States bond equally with gold, that 
even if the Treasury shall be able to accumulate double as much gold 
as it has now in its vaults, gold and greenbacks will be of the same 
market value. Certainly they will not remain at the same level for 
any length of time. : 

And it is most obvious that if from any cause, the demonetization 
of silver or any other cause, our creditors abroad should send any 
considerable amount of our bonds home for conversion into coin, 
the difference between gold and nbacks would widen consider- 
ably. But let it be assumed that they will be at paron the Ist day of 
January, 1879—that the accumulations of gold in the Treasury have 
reached one hundred and fifty pone ee he that the volume of green- 
backs has been cut down to three hun millions, how long will it 
be before gold will oy. advance? I do not speak of an advance 
caused by the demands of the banks, or the depositors of the banks, 
or by competition of gold in the markets of the world. I speak of a 
demand for it coming from those who have lost faith in banks, from 
men of large and small means, distrustful of the future and fall of 
apprehension and alarm. Would not vast quantities of the precious 
metal be hid away and hoarded jast as silver was hoarded on its first 
appearance last year and is still rded in some sections of the coun- 
try, notwithstanding it has been worth less than paper? 

In times of prosperity and confidence, when business is remunera- 
tive, prices advancing, and investments in property profitable, hoard- 
ing of the precious metals is practiced largely among all civilized peo- 
ple; but no sane man believes that while the resumption act 
stands as a menace to the business of the country, with pro of 
all kinds still ee a lower deep and the commercial transactions 
of the people gradually returning to the barter of barbarism, that 
confidence can be restored or that the alarm and apprehension of the 
future that fills the public mind will be quieted by the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1879, The consequence must be that gold will be hoarded in 
large and small quantities and hid away to provide for the contin- 
gencies and needs of the future. In seasons of civil commotion, 

uniary disaster, or of great financial alarm, the propensity of 
uman nature to hoard the precious metals never fails to manifest 
itself in a very marked degree, and it always prefers the most valu- 
able and portable. Legal enactments are impotent to 3 the 
gratification of this propensity, and in the condition of things which 
must exist on the Ist of January, 1879, if the present policy is main- 
tained, a portion of the gold accumulated in the Treasury 
would disappear from the channels of circulation as soon as paid out, 
not to return until a complete restoration of confidence and pros- 
perity should in bless the land. 

5 have attempted to show that the financial policy, 
adop in this country, and first inaugurated on the recommenda- 
tion of Secretary McCulloch, has been condemned in the history of 
resumption in England, in 1819, and that the general stagnation of 
business under which the country is now suffering is directly trace- 
able, in great part at least, to our blind and servile imitation of that 
baleful example, and I have endeavored to point out the fallacy of 
the theory upon which resumption was undertaken in Great Britain, 
and is now attempted in the United States. Conceded by all intelli- 

nt historians and financial authorities in England to have been a 

tal mistake, this policy of resumption by contraction, as well as 
the theories on which it has proceeded, has received a no less decisive 
condemnation in the late A aes of France. A few universally ad- 
mitted facts will demonstrate, beyond all lingering doubt, that the 
financial wisdom of our McCullochs and our Shermans has been 
the climax of financial folly, unless financial wisdom consists in de- 
— 6 5 the industries of the people, panperizing labor, generating 
civil commotion and social anarchy, and aggrandizing capital; for no 
fact is better established than that the French nation and people are 


in a more prosperous condition, in all departments of trade and busi- 
ness, than any of the great powers of the world, the implied assertion 
of Mr. Secretary Sherman in his Mansfield speech to the contrary 
oe The war between France and Germany was de- 
clared July 19, 1870, and was terminated by the treaty of May 10, 
1571, a period of less than ten months. It resulted in the complete 
humiliation of France, the cession of two of her most valuable proy- 
inces to her conqueror, the occupation of her capital and a 
portion of her territory by her victorious enemy, and the imposition 
of the nnexampled indemnity of $1,000,000,000 in specie or its equiva- 
lent to be paid within three years. 

The actual expenditure on account of this war, as estimated by the 
French minister of finance, was the sum of $1,857,000,000, about two- 
thirdsof our war debt, and incurred in less than one-fourthof thetime 
ocenpied by our war. Inthe midst of these terrible military calamities 
and suffering under the burdens of a large public debt and the mili- 
tary occupation of her territory by German troops, this wonderful 
people was distracted by social disorder and domestic insurrection, 
that threatened the stability of the government and for a time over- 
turned the very structure of society. In July, 1870, at the inception of 
the war, the circulation of the Bank of France was $251,000,000, with 
a specie reserve of $229,000,000, or about 90 per cent. In the succeed- 
ing month the bank suspended specie payments, and its notes were 
declared a legal-tender for all purposes, The first bank statement 
published after the peace (June, 1871) showed a circulation of $442,- 
000,000 and a specie reserve of $110,000,000, or about 25 per cent. In 
reference to the action of the bank in concert with the government 
during and su uent to the war, and the effect of that action upon 
the paper circulation, I send to the Clerk’s table an extract from the 
translation of an article in the Revue des deux mondes, by Victor 
Bonnet, with the number of francs stated in dollars: the translation 
by George Walker, of Massachusetts. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


verses the economical and Tupola aig ces which the best 
h. They have cautioned 


us issuing too much r money having the quality of logal tender, hold- 
ing that the 8 of such ese akala bo S — — lly um lest confidence 
in it should become i and depreciation follow. ‘No 


„it so happened that 
rene tue 


limit of 8480. 000, 000 

reached only 8478, 000,000 and the pa am — 2 p dent.: by the end of 
January, 1 they exceeded $490,000, and gold allen tol per cent. A 
short time the limit of circ on was extended to 800 f. 000, 000, and no 


to go further, as was at one time e: when, 
on October 31, 1 the cirealadon —.— 8814. 200,000, no op 3 
ably have 
granted. 

Mr. BUCKNER. In December, 1874, the circulation of the bank 
stood at $509,500,000, with specie in its vaults amounting to $264,000,- 
000, or more than 52 per cent. In the article from which this extract 
is taken the author (V. Bonnet) estimates the metallic cireulation of 
France in and outside of the Bank at $1,200,000,000, and the latest 
official statement of its circulation I have seen is of October 4, 1877, 
when it was $493,000,000 against a metallic reserve of $485,000,000, 
or nearly dollar for dollar, and showing an inerease of the bank re- 
serve since the treaty of peace of $375,000,000 and a decrease of the 

r circulation from its maximum since the close of the war of 
$191,200,000. In other words, with her paper circulation a full legal. 
tender for all debts, private and public, equally with gold and silver, 
there is practically no difference in the market value of paper and 
metallic money; and while there has been a withdrawal of one hun- 
dred and twenty-one millions of paper money from circulation in six 
years, there has been an increase of metallic circulation of three hun- 
dred and seventy-five millions, or more than 3 to 1 increase within 
the same period. 

Now, sir, if ever there was an instance in all history when expe- 
rience has or ager eek the theories of men, the late experi- 
ence of France effectually or the theories of our financial 
statesmen, by the attempted application of which specie resumption 
is to take place on the Ist of January, 1879. It is the false assump- 
tion that the difference in the market value of gold and paperin New 
York was an unerring index that the paper circulation was in excess 
and should therefore be reduced in volume, so that being equalized 
with gold it would circulate eqnally with gold. It is this monstrous 
fallacy which has led to the unnecessary and pernicious contraction of 
the rope causing a shrinkage of all values below the gold values 
of 1859 and 1860, and prior years, and ingulfing all the interests of 
the country, except those of money and invested capital, in one com- 
mon ruin. 

If there was any reliance in this dogma of the resumptionists, 
there would have been an advance in the premium of gold over the 
paper of the Bank of France when the paper circulation was in- 
creased from two hundred and fifty-one millions to four hundred 
and forty-two millions in the midst of armed hostilities on her soil 
between two of the largest armies that ever met in conflict. But 


there was no depreciation, notwithstanding the coin reserve was less 
than 25 per cent. When peace was restored, and this heroic people 
were humiliated in the dust by a succession of misfortunes unparal- 
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leled in history, her bank cirenlation was again increased from four 


hundred and seventy-five millions to six hundred and fourteen mill 
ions, with a depreciation at no time ae than 2} per cent., and 
then for a few days only, and which rapidly declined to nothing, 
where it has been for years. If this theory of Seere McCalloc 
and those who have sueceeded him had any solid foundation, instead 
of the difference in the market value of gold and paper declining 
when the issue of the latter was increased by hundreds of millions it 
should have doubled or trebled. And how are these undisputed facts 
to be explained consistent with the theory upon which the policy of 
contraction has proceeded? - 

If they resort to the explanation that according to the writer of 
the article from which I have quoted, “ apparently reverses the finan- 
cial and economical principles which the best anthorities on the sub- 
ject have hitherto labored to establish,” then they are in a dilemma 
from which there is no hope of extrication. He explains this extra- 
ordinary financial phenomenon Py the fact that there was a 
amount of coin in circulation in France; that the action of the bank 
and government had given employment to labor at the most critical 

riod of her troubles; that the condition of her exchanges was 

avorable ; and the further fact that she was one of the chief creditor 
nations of the world. We have neither a large stock of gold in the 
banks, in the Treasury, or in the channels of circulation; our indus- 
tries of every description are at the lowest point of depression; our 
exchanges have been by no means favorable, and instead of being a 
creditor nation with all the world owing us, we are in debt to all the 
world. So that this lanation of the facts of the late financial 
history of France is conclusive that we are in no condition to do what 
the Bank of France has not done yet, but which it would seem the 
condition of her circulation and the prosperity of her people would 
justify her doing successfully at any time—to resume specie payments. 

Let it be borne in mind that in the paper circulation of the 
bank can be put to every use to which gold can be applied except 
the payment of balances due foreign countries. Unlike ourlegal- 
tender, it does not bear upon its back or its face the brand of dis- 
credit and depreciation. It will pay all debts between individuals 
or to the government. It is not excluded from the custom-honse, and 
it will purchase a government bond equally with gold or silver. And 
when we take into consideration the difference in the attributes and 
uses of the greenback and coin, we need not be surprised at the suc- 
cess of French financiering or at our failure to equalize their market 
value. If, as in France, the paper cirevlation of this country had 
been endowed with like attributes with gold, their eqnalization in 
market value would have been effected years ago, and the people of 
this country saved the bitter experience of contraction in order to 
produce this equalization. It was this discrimination against the 
greenback in opposition to which the great leader of the republican 
party in-this Chamber for many years (Mr. Stevens) leveled his 
severest denunciations. It was he who declared that this discrimina- 
tion originated in the caverns of bullion-brokers and in the saloons 
of the banks. It was he who said in this Hall that it made twoclasses 
of money, one for the banks, brokers, and bondholders, and another 
for the people. 

It was the great commoner of Pennsylvania who declared that “ this 
discrimination allowed the rich capitalist to demand gold and com- 
pelled the ordinary lender of money on individual rea py She receive 
notes which the Government had purposely discredited.” But avarice 
and rapacity could not be diverted from their infamous and diabol- 
ical crusade against the Ab ved of the country in order to satisfy 
their voracious appetites. This discrimination imposed upon the 
money that saved the Union was the parent of most of the mischiev- 
ous and ruinous financial legislation that has impoverished labor, 
stagnated enterprise, and built up an aristocracy of money and wealth 
that forebodes nothing but evil to republican institutions on this 
continent. It was this unjust discrimination that led to the enact- 
ment of that most iniquitous statute of March, 1869, known under 
the delusive title of “An act to strengthen the public credit,” by 
which the tax-payers of the United States have been robbed of untold 
millions for the benefit of the moneyed classes of America and Europe, 
and by which a large portion of onr indebtedness was transferred to 
England and Germany, and has thus made us the truckling depend- 
ents and obeisant tools of an Anglo-German influence, seen and felt 
in the legislation of Congress, and has interposed a formidable ob- 
stacle to the permanent resumption of coin payments for years to 
come, Notwithstanding the payment by the people of the United 
States, on account of the principal and interest of the public debt, of 
a sum equal in nominal amount to the whole taxable property of the 
country in 1820, the discrimination against the greenback, legiti- 
mately followed by the act of March, 1869, and the polioy of con- 
traction, has left the actual debt yet to be paid in gol l to the 
whole debt at the close of the war practically undiminished by adollar 
and unrelieved of its original burden by the weight of a feather; 
for, in fact, the gold debt of to-day is equal in value to the paper 
debt at the close of the war. 

These measures—the discrimination against United States notes 
and the subsequent denial of their right to conversion in a United 
States bond—the transmutation of the 5.20 bonded debt from a cur- 
rency to a coin obligation, and the resumption act constitute a trin- 
ity of financial mismanagement and wrong-doing looking to the same 
result and tending in the same direction. To enrich the few at the 
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magnify invested ea 


of the many; to oppress labor and 


e 
ital to break down honest ind and build P dishonest wealth, 
these have been the results, if not purpose, of the financial legis- 
lation of Con 

In this connection I must advert very briefly to an important 
agency in the accomplishment of these results, and which has been a 
perpetual stumbling-block in the way of a just and equitable finan- 
cial system. J allude to the national banks. Without the least cash- 
paying capacity; with no support but credit; with no power or 
ability to meet their obligations in cash, either now or hereafter ; 
with no coin in their vaults and no prospect of obtaining any, these 
institutions have at all times and under all cirenmstances been the 
ready and willing allies of the eastern money power in its war upon the 
greenback and in its efforts at resumption, whether real or pretended. 

Strange and extraordinary as it may appear, the national banks, 
organized without a dollar in cash, founded upon the promises to pay 
of the Government, and living from day to day on their own promises 
to pay and the debts they owe their depositors, with full knowledge 
that they cannot redeem their obligations in part or in whole in Jan- 
uary, 1879, and with the conviction on the part of their owners that 
resumption by the Government and redemption of the legal-tenders 
must close their doors or put them into liquidation, they threw all 
the weight of their influence in favor of the passage of the resump- 
tion act, and now resist the repeal of its most obnoxious features. 
I doubt whether there is an intelligent national banker in the Union 
who believes it to be among the possibilities of the future that these 
institutions can redeem their promises to pay or pay their depositors 
in gold in 1879. How is this extraordinary condition of things to be 
explained? Why, Mr. Speaker, it can only be explained upon the 
theory that they are making a life-and-death struggle for the priv- 
ilege of supplying the American nation with its paper circulation 
and that this monopoly must be secured by the entire destruction of 
the direct issues of the Government. With an organization of more 
than two thousand banks, ramified into all the business relations of 
every State in the Union, they indulge the hope that the Congress 
which requires them to redeem their paper an pay their depositors 
in gold, knowing their inability to accomplish these impossibilities, 
will not hesitate to relieve them of any forfeiture they may ineur 
and re-invest them with their valuable franchises. It is not that 
they desire to resume or expect to resume; it is because of their desire 
to oceupy the entire field of circulation without a rival, to rid the 
country of the inexpensive greenback, that they are willing to take 
the risks of forfeiture and suspension in 1879, 

They have ever been the great obstacle in the way of a just and 
equitable solution of the financial problem, and have never ceased te 
wage a relentless war upon the greenbacks, without which they could 
mate peed 5 f the ion act was the 

r. er, the passage of the resumption act was the crownin 
triumph in a long catalogue of financial wrongs and legislative SE 
rages upon the material interests of the conntry and the industries 
of its people. It has confiscated the property of the debtor without 
benefit to the creditor, lyzed trade and commerce, destroyed 
confidence and created di obey impoverished labor and enriched 
capital, mented crime and filled our almshouses and hospitals, 
and to-da; gs as a pall over all the business interests of the coun- 
try. Shall we nat, in obedience to the demands of four-fifths of the 
American people, repeal its most pernicious and obnoxious features ? 
Can we not do this much in the interest of the laborer, the mechanic, 
and the farmer—after having for more than a decade been legislatin 
against their interests, and for the benefit of money and 5 
capital? It may be a delusion, but it is one common tw the intelligent 
industrial classes wherever you find them, that their unprosperous 
and unhappy condition is: the result of our vicious financial legisla- 
tion. Let us strip this act of its capacities for mischief and it will 
be greeted with joyful thanksgiving by all classes of people in every 
hamlet in the Union. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that whatever others may do, or what- 
ever may be the action of other departments of the Government, the 
duty of this House as the immediate représentatives of the people is 
plain and simple, We have the strength to pass the bill now before 
the House, and, in order to insure success, no friend of re should 
be deluded into the support of any of the amendments offered. Let 
them, one and all, be voted down. This is our only safety, and it 
will insure the of the bill reported by the committee, or the 
substitute of the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Fort.] I am con- 
scious I have trespassed:too long upon the eens (eye of the House, 
but the magnitude of the issues involved must be my excuse for an 
elaboration of the subject that I did not design. It has been said on 
this floor that the legislation pro by the committee threatened 
the peace of the country. Legislation already existing, which it 
proposes to repeal, has bedewed our streets with the b of our 
people ; and it is my solemn conviction that, if it be persisted in, our 
whole secial fabric will be shaken to its foundation. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. SymMpson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed, and requested the con- 
currence of the House in, a bill of the following title: 

A bill (S. No. 315) authorizing the changing of the name of the 
ship Samuel G. Reed. 
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VIRGISIUS INDEMNITY. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to lay before the House a mes- 
sns from the President of the United States. 
he Clerk read as follows: 


To the House of Representatives : 
I transmit to the House of Representatives, in answer to its resolution of the 12th 
instant, a report from the Secretary of State. KR R 


Wasurnoton, D. C., November. 13. 1877. 


Mr. SPRINGER. The accompanying report from the Secretary of 
State is very short. I ask that it may be read so that it may be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The report from the Secretary of State was read, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 14, 1877. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolntion of the House of 
Representatives of the 12th instant, requesting him “ to inform the Honse, if not 
incompatible with the public interests, what amount of indemnity has been paid 
to this Government by the government of Spain on acconnt of the execution of 
General R and others at Santiago de Cuba, November 4, 1873, and what dispo- 
sition has been made of such funds as may have been received.“ has the honor to 
report tu the President that the amount of indemnity paid by the government of 
Spain on that account was eighty thousand Spanish dollars, yielding, less exchange, 
the sum of $77,797.44 in coin; that claims thereon have been settled and paid to the 
amount of $38,202; that a claim tor $2,500 has been settled, but is not yet paid; 
and that the unexpended balance of the Virginius indemnity is inveated in 5 
per cent. registered bonds of the United States. The Secretary of State das also 
to state that, as the heirs of General R: failed to prove that he was a citizen of 
the United States, nothing has been pall to them from said indemnity funds, 


ly submi! 
WM. M. EVARTS. 
To the PRESIDENT, 


The message, with the accompanying report, was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. SEXTON 
during the remainder of the session. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 


Mr. EWING. I move that the House take a recess until half past 
seven o'clock this evening for the purpose of debate only on the bill 
now under consideration. 

Mr. BANNING. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for a refer- 


ence, 

Mr. FORT. I desire to submit a proposition that debate on the 
pending measure continue over to-morrow, and that a vote be taken 
on STOEN 

Mr. EDEN. I object to that. 

Mr. FORT. The gentleman who objects and the House will remein- 
ber that time has been yielded to those who have been so fortunate as 
to get the floor, and thus quite a númber of gentlemen more humble 
who desire to say a word or two have been cut off. It seems to me 
only fair that the debate shall be continued until Monday. Saturday 
is not a very good day to take the vote, because the House will not 
be as full on Saturday as it will undoubtedly be on Monday. I sub- 
mit gg rl ean to the gentlemen on the other side. 

Mr. ITE, of Pennsylvania. I heartily second the proposition 
of the gentleman from IIlinois [Mr. Fort] so that the debate may 
be continued to-morrow and a vote taken, say, at one o’clock on Mon- 
day, when there will be a fuller House than there will be to-morrow. 
Any gentlemen who live conveniently near and who may desire to 
go to their homes in Philadelphia or elsewhere to-morrow will be 
enabled to do so. Nobody can be prejudiced by consenting to a fair 
proposition of that kind. Let the vote be taken, say, at one o'clock 
or two o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. CONGER. I wanted to fix the time for taking a vote. Mr. 
Speaker, there are some thirty or forty gentlemen who expected to 
have an opportunity to spesi on this question, and who have not yet 
had that opportunity. Now while the two Houses are discussing the 
appropriation bills there will be two or three days that may jnst as 
well be devoted to this discussion as not before the vote is called for. 
I shall oppose taking a recess for this evening, for gentlemen do not 
wish to come here and speak to empty benches. They expected they 
would have an opportunity to discuss this question in the House and 
in the presence of their i poen 

The SPEAKER. If the recess is taken the proceeding will be in 
the Honse as now. 4 

Mr. CONGER. That was my suggestion—that it might be but an 
empty House. Mr. Speaker, to test the sense of the House I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That will cut off the debate to- 
morrow. 

Mr. CON GER. I think the House will be willing to extend the 
a for net till all those gentlemen shall have had, say, half an 

our each, 

Mr. EWING. If the tleman from Michigan will withdraw his 
motion for a moment I will state that the debate has already occupied 
more than the five days agreed upon, But in view of the fact that 
several gentlemen who desired to make short speeches have not yet 
had an opportunity to make them, I would suggest that by unanimous 
consent the debate continue over to-morrow, and that on Monday 
after the morning hour the previous question shall be demanded. 


Mr. SPARKS. I object. 

Mr. CONGER. To-morrow may be taken up otherwise. I desire 
that every opportunity shall be given to gentlemen to express their 
views. 

The SPEAKER. The effect of the consideration of the appropria- 
tion bills to-morrow, if they occasion debate or protracted action, 
would be to shut out consideration and action on the pending bill. 

Mr. CONGER. Therefore if we fix a particular hour on Monday for 
calling the previous question, opportunity for further debate on this 
bill will be cut off. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let us come to a square vote on Monday. 

Mr. EWING. If I can get unanimous consent I am willing to say 
Tuesday after the morning hour. 

Mr. SPARKS. I oons either to Monday or Tuesday. 7 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I desire to make a parliamentary in- 
quiry, and it is whether, under the order making this the special 
order, it is not in the power of the House to extend the time for 
debate by suspending the rules? 

The SP SR. You cannot suspend the rules when the Honse is 
acting under a suspension of the rules; but you can do it by unan- 
imons consent. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. But under the suspension of the rules 
was it not made in order for the House to extend the time by a ma- 
jority vote over that day? 

The SPEAKER. The House will, perhaps, better understand the 
matter by the reading of the resolution; and the Clerk will now 


read it. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

That the bill to the third section of the resumption law be made 
thes; order, not to interfere with any appro) bills, for to-morrow at the 
expiration of the morning hour, and from day to day thereafter until the following 
Tuesday at three o'clock, when the previous quest, n shall be ordered on it and on 
any amendments then , all amendments meanwhile to be in order, provided 
the time shall be extended, if necessary, so as to allow five days after the morning 
consideration bill dimen 


hour for the and amen ts. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled that the five days meant five 
ny Parca days. 
. CONGER. There has been, then, for the consideration of this 


bill under that resolution but one day “after the morning hour.” 
The resolution says five days after the morning hour, and there has 
been but one day. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. ConGER] ought 
to remember that the greater contains the less; there have been a 
great many days when we have not had a morning hour. 

Mr. CONGER. But I propose to hold the House to a strict con- 
struction of the rule. 

Mr. SPARKS. I submit that there have been already five days of 


debate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that five full days for debate 
was the spirit of the proposition, after which it is provided that the 
question shall be put to the House. The Chair is of opinion that the 
resolution under which the House is acting has the effect of second- 
ing the previous question at that time, and that when that limit is 
reached the next question will be 8 ordering the main question. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. ould it not then take preced- 
ence of all other business 

The SPEAKER. Except appropriation bills. e 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. But when the main question is 
ordered it then wiil take precedence of all other business. 

The SPEAKER. The main question must be executed to the 
ere and third reading of the bill. 

r. RICE, of Ohio, Will not that time arrive to-morrow morn- 


ing? 

The SPEAKER. That time has arrived now. 

A MEMBER. But the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EwIxd] has one 
hour for debate? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio can claim that right 
under another rule, as the member reporting the bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If the House refuses to order the main qnestion, 
what will be the condition of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will be open for debate and amendments. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then let us have the question put on the main 
question and vote it down. na 

The SPEAKER. But, under the suspension of the rales and under 
this resolution, the gentleman will observe that the question on order- 
ing the main question must be tested. 

„SPRINGER. Yes; but, if the House then votes down the main 
question, the bill will be open to debate and amendments. 

Mr. CONGER. I insist upon my motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. As a proposition to take a recess has no place 
under the rule as against a motion to adjourn, the motion to adjourn 
cuts off a motion for a recess. 

Mr. EWING. I hope the gentleman from Michigan will withdraw 
the ee to adjourn and give members a chance to speak this 
evening. 

The SPEAKER. The House has a remedy. If it wishes not to ad- 
journ, then it can vote down that motion, and the Chair can then 
test the sense of the House on the motion to take a recess. 

Mr. CONGER. My object is that, when the time eomes when the 
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nestion on ordering the main question is submitted to the House, 
the House shall refuse to order it, so as to enable gentlemen who de- 


sire to on this subject to do so. And it is in their interest that 
I make the motion to adjourn. 
The SP. The Chair in reply to the tleman from Ili- 


nois [Mr. SPRINGER] has already stated that the operation of this 
resolution is in effect that when the time. arrives fixed for the limit 
of debate, the previous question being as it were seconded, the next 
topoeitin wili be, Will the House order the main question?” If the 

1 refuses to order the main question it throws the matter open 
and strips it of the terms of the agreement. 

Mr. HALE. And opens it to further debate f 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would hold that it would be open to 
further debate and further amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. It will give gentlemen who desire to speak and 
have not had an opportunity a chance to do so. z 

Mr. SPARKS. The gentleman himself fixed upon five days; it was 
his suggestion. 

Mr. CONGER. I yielded to five days when six days were proposed, 
in order to accommodate our friends upon the other side of the 


House. 

Mr. SPARKS. I heard the gentleman agree to five days when six 
days had been mentioned. 

The SPEACER. Does the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] 
insist upon his motion to adjourn? 

Mr. CONGER,. I do. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will then test the sense of the Honse 
on that motion. In confirmation of the ruling of the Chair, a moment 

o, as to the effect of a refusal to order the main question, the 
Chair reads from the Manual: f 


Whenever the House shall refuse to order the main question the consideration 
of the subject shall be resumed as though no motion for the previous question had 


Mr. SPRINGER. If the House shall refuse to order the main ques- 
tion to be put on this bill, will it put the bill back into the morning 
hour, whence we took it by a suspension of the rules? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It would be under the control of the House until 


WET of. 

he SPEAKER. The effect of such a vote, according to the prac- 
tice of the, House, is this: The friends of a proposition have the right 
to test the sense of the House by a vote upon it. If upon that vote it 
is found that the friends of the bill are not a majority of the House, 
then naturally the further conduct of the bill by such adverse action 
will be under the control of its opponents. The pending question at 
this time is upon the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken upon the motion to adjourn; and upon a 
division there were—ayes 39, noes 92. 

So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

Mr. EWING. I now renew my motion that the House take a recess 
until half-past seven o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nG] moves that 
the House now take a recess until half-past seven o’clock, with the fur- 
ther understanding that no business shall be transacted during the 
oy of this evening and that no vote be taken upon the pending 

Mr. WRIGHT. I would inquire if an understanding of that kind 
can be connected with a motion for a recess. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so state. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I understood the Chair to say that that was a con- 
dition of the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not say that; the Chair said “ with 
the further understanding that no business shall be done,” &c. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I think an “ understanding” is a dangerous thing. 
1 

The SPE R. If the gentleman objects to such an understand- 
ing, then, ifthe House now take a recess, the session of this evening 
will be open to the transaction of ordinary business. 

Mr. EWING. It is understood that there will be no business trans- 
acted, nothing but debate. 

Mr. WRIGHT. No matter about the “ understanding.” 

_ The SPEAKER. The question then will be upon the motion that 
the House now take a recess. 
5 es CONGER. With the understanding that no business shall be 
one 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. WRIGHT] 
objects to that agreement, and therefore it cannot be embraced as a 
part of the motion. 

Mr. CONGER. Then business will go on this evening as in the day- 


time. 

Mr. PRICE. And we will be brought to a vote. We do not want 
to have any recess if there is to be a vote. 

Mr. EWING. It is thoroughly understood on the part of the friends 
of the bill that there will be nothing but debate to-night. 

Mr. PRICE. But it is not in the motion. 

The SPEAKER. That part has been objected to. 

The question was then taken upon the motion for a recess; and 
upon a division there were—ayes 99, noes 15. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. CONGER said: That is not a quorum. 


Mr. EWING. Let us have tellers. 
cine SPEAKER. No quorum having voted, the Speaker will order 
ers. 


Mr. EWING. I hope the gentleman from Michigan 1 CoNGER] 


will withdraw his point of order that no quoram votè 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Let the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania foe WRIGHT] withdraw his objection. 

Mr. IGHT. What will be the effect of my withdrawing my 
objection ? 

SPRINGER. If the House now take a recess, will any business 
be in order to-night except the consideration of this bill and the con- 
sideration of appropriation bills ? 

The SPEAKER. No other business except by consent, and a single 
objection can prevent it. 

r. WRIGHT. Well, in order to have peace in the family, I will 
withdraw a objections. [Laughter. 

Mr. EWING. I withdraw my call for tellers, 

Mr. CONGER. Let the Chair announce the understanding in re- 
gard to the session of this evening. 

The SPEAKER. The understanding is that the debate on this bill 
will be continued this 8 no other subject or business be 
considered, and that no vote taken on this bill. The Chair will 
protect the House in that understanding. 

Mr. CONGER. I withdraw my objection that no quorum voted. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated; and accord- 
ingly (at four o’clock and thirty-ei ht minutes p. m.) the House took 
a recess until half past seven o'clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 
The House re-assembled at half past seven o’clock p. m, 


REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 

Se pe to order, the House resumed the consideration of the bill 
(H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An 
act to provide for the resumption of specie 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. 8 
courtesy of my friend and co 


payments.” 
ker, in the time allowed me by the 
e, [Mr. Fort,] I can hardly enter 


upon any general discussion of the bill and amendments under con- 
sideration by the House. But I desire as briefly and clearly as I ma; 
be able to do in the time allowed to express some views which 


entertain upon the main question involved in the bill—that is, the 
repeal of the resamption clause of the act of 1875—and to give some 
of the reasons which will control my vote upon that question. 

In the first place, Mr. Speaker, I will say that, if I had been a mem- 
ber of this House in 1875, when the resumption act was passed, I 
think I should have voted against its e. While I was then 
and am now in fayor of an early resumption of specie payment, 
and believe such resumption te be indispensable to any real and per- 
manent propan y in the country, still I have thought it was per- 
haps unfortunate that the act was passed when it was. But, sir, 
whether the p of the resumption act was wise or uuwise, it 
was by both Houses of Congress, approved by the Presiden 
and me the law of the land; and now the proposition to repea 
the law presents another and an entirely different question. Prior to 
the passage of the act of 1875 there was no time fixed for the redemp- 
tion of the legal-tender notes issued by the Government, They were 
simply so many promises to pay without fixing any day when the 

romise should be fulfilled, But the law of 1875 was enacted, and 
t said to every man who accepted a legal-tender note after its pas- 
sage that it should be redeemed and made good on and after the Ist 
day of January, 1879. The act of 1875 was asolemn promise made by 
the Government to the people that the legal-tender notes issued by it 
should be redeemed on and after the day named in the act, 

Since the passage of the act, it is but reasonable to suppose that 
the people, relying upon the law, have been shaping their business so 
as to conform to its provisions; and I believe that such a law, like 
a rule of property established by courts of justice, should not be dis- 
turbed without the most weighty reasons. Mr. Speakér, govern- 
ments must be just; governments, like individuals, must observe 
their made to the people in good faith ; hence I am of the 
opinion that the resumption clause of the act of 1875 should not at 
this time be repealed, but that, on the contrary, we should endeavor 
in good faith to carry out its provisions; and when the time comes, 
if wé find we cannot do what we have undertaken to do, then we 
can with less injury to the public credit, with less dishonor to the 
Government, as it seems to me, retrace our steps and undo what has 
been done. The resumption act does not propose that there shall be 
a general resumption of specie bay throughout the country on 
the Ist day of January, 1879. That is left, Mr. Speaker, to subse- 
quent legislation. It only pro that the Government shall resume 
as to its legal-tender notes at that time. And it does oceur to me that 
now, when legal-tender notes are almost at par with specie, it would 
be most unfortunate for the interests of the country to pass this bill 
and repeal the resumption law. 

I am not opposed, Mr. Speaker, to the as e notes issued by 
the Government being used as currency. [am earnestly in favor of 
such use. But I want them to be made good. The people should not 
be compelled to use a depreciated currency of uncertain value, fluctu- 
ating from day to day and from year to year, any longer than may be 
absolutely necessary. I want,sir, that the people, the laboring- man, the 
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farmer, the mechanic, the merchant, and all otherclasses of people, may 
receive as good money from the Government as the bondholder about 
whom we hear so much. I desire that the laboring-men, the business 
men of the country may be put upon a par with the bondholder in re- 
spect to the kind of money they receive. And, furthermore, Mr. 
Speaker, I desire that whatever currency the Government gives to 
the padni it shall receive itself. The Government should not, as it 
seems to me, dishonor its own paper. Andif Iam required to take 
and use legal-tender notesissued by the Government, I think the Goy- 
ernment should be required to take them for all debts and dues to it. 
And if some of the amendments offered to this bill, which provide 
that three hundred or even three hundred and fifty millions of legal- 
tender notes shall be kept in circulation, and that such notes 1 
be received for all dues to the Government, can be substituted for it, 
Iam in favor of and will vote for such substitution. I am of the 
opinion that the resumption act contemplated that three hundred 
millionsof legal-tender notes should be kept in circulation. That, as the 
law now stands, that amount of legal-tender notes may, after the Ist 
day of January, 1879, when returned to the Treasury, be reissued. 
But if there be any doubt about it, I am in favor of removing such 
doubt, and of making it clear by a proper amendment that three hun- 
dred millions of legal-tender notes shall be kept in circulation by 
peng reissued when returned to the Treasury and exchanged for 
coin. 

But, sir, while I object to the passage of this bill as it now stands, 
for the reason that i I fear it will be re ed as an act of 
bad faith and that it will injuriously affect the public credit, I also 
object to if because the bill repeals the resumption clause of the act 
of 1875 and proposes nothing whatever to take its place. If passed, 
this bill will leaye the country wholly at sea as to what the policy of 
the Government is to be in regard to the currency of the country. 
In my opinion, Mr. Speaker, there is nothing more desirable in this 
country to-day than to have a well defined and settled policy of the 
Government as to the circulation, the currency of the country—a 
policy that the people may know and understand, one that can be 
relied upon, so that the business of the country and all of its indus- 
trial and commercial interests may be ted by and conform to 
it. Ihave a very strong conviction, sir, that much of the financial 
depression and distress of the list few years has been the result of 
the doubt and uncertainty everywhere felt as to what the action of 
Congress might be as to the repeal of the resumption act and as to 
the policy which might be adopted in regard to the currency. And 
I can conceive of nothing better calculated to embarrass business, to 
prevent enterprises of every sort, which would revife the industries 
of the country and bring us back again to p ity, than this un- 
certainty of legislation in regard to the financial icy of the Gov- 
ernment. If the country is to be kept in doubt and uncertainty from 
year to year, if business is to be embarrassed, values disturbed, in- 
dustrial enterprises and permanent investments prevented by the 
failure of Con to adopt some settled policy as to the currency, 
it would be far better that Congress should dismiss the subject en- 
tirely and let the people and the business men of the country regulate 
their own financial policy. 

Mr. Speaker, much has been said on the floor of this Honse and 
elsewhere about the distress, the bankruptcy, and ruin brought and 
to be brought opon the country by the resumption act. Now, sir, I 
do not believe that the present financial condition of the country is 
attributable to the pips omy pace act. The truth is, that the prostra- 
tion of our industries, the depression of the trade and business of the 
onmi are the result of causes which existed anterior to the pas- 
sage of the e pe danie act of 1875. Mr. Speaker, the era of prosper- 
ity, if it be called prosperity, began to decline and actually termi- 
nated prior to 1875, when the resumption act was passed. Who does 
not remember the panic of 1873, the awful, terrible panic of 1873, 
when so many fortunes vanished into thin air, when so many mag- 
nificent bubbles burst, when the hollowness of our sup pros- 

rity, of our t wealth and resources, was exposed to the world? 

t is true that financial depression and distress have continued, that 
failures have occurred since the p of the resumption act; but 
in my opinion such depression and distress, such fail have fol- 
lowed from the same causes which brought about the panic of 1873. 
The distinguished gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLACKBURN, ] 
when the Army appropriation bill was under discussion, a few days 
since talked about an increase of soldiers— ` 

To shoot down the impoverished laborers of the land who dare to complain of 
the robbery of which they are the victims by reason of the persistent class finan- 
cial legislation of the dominant party for the last fifteen years. 

I quote his exact language Mr, Speaker, and it was ted with 
applause. We have heard much of this kind of talk lately, anda 
strong effort is made to impress the minds of the laboring-men of the 
country with a belief that the republican party is responsible for all 
their * their want of 5 and want of fair wages. 
Now, sir, I will say to the gentleman from Kentucky, and to all others 
who = sonat me center 5 7 of the laod, ene who seek to 

rejudice the republican party by charging it with the responsibility 
Da the 3 financial condition of She country, that. there is 
another cause for our financial condition, for the ills and snfferings 
of the laboring-men and all other classes of our people, than the * class 
financial legislation” spoken of. Mr. S er, has the gentleman 
from Kentucky and those who applau his remarks forgotten 


that fifteen years ago this country was en in a great, war—a 
war for the maintenance of this great Republic—for the preservation 
of our national existence; a war which taxed the nation as it had 
never been taxed before, and I trust in God will never be taxed 
in? I say, sir, that the late war to maintain the Union is ly 
the cause of the present financial distress of the country as well as 
that which has prevailed for several years past, and I say to the labor- 
ing-man and to all who are suffering from the financial condition of 
the country, that. the republican party is not responsible for their 
sufferings; that to the war and the immense cost of it must 
they look for the cause of their sufferings, and that the responsi- 
bility must rest upon those who were responsible for the war, and not 
upon the republican When we look, sir, at the thousands of 
millions of dollars which it cost to pat down the late rebellion and 
to preserve this people “one and indivisible,” how could we expect 
to recover from this vast expenditure of money, from the immense 
consumption and destruction of the wealth of the nation, without 
financial embarrassment and distress? No reasonable man could 
have expected any other result. If he could, then indeed would a 
vast expenditure of money, a vast consumption of wealth, and the 
accumulation of a large national debt, with heavy taxation, be a 
national blessing, 
Mr. Speaker, the able and distinguished gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. FELTON] who addressed the House on Wednesday last on the 
bill under consideration used this language: 


stimulated to the utmost capacity; farmers and manufacturers, 
bankers, all were richly rewarded for their labor and investments, 
close of the war, this prosperity was still in existence. 


This, sir, is a very beautiful picture; and it is not the first time 
that the prosperity of the North during the late war has been re- 
ferred to as an argument in favor of a large circulation of paper 
money. In fact it is a favorite ment with all who advocate an 
inflation of the currency; who believe that the Government can 
make wealth aud prosperity by printing greenbacks. But, sir, has 
it never occurred to the gen from Georgia, and all others who 
use the prosperity of the North during the war as an ment in 
favor of their theories, that to-day the people of this country, and all 
classes of the peoplesare paying for the prosperity enjoyed in the 
North and West during the late war, and paying rit most griev- 
ously? Mr. Speaker, labor prospered then, but it was at the expense 
of labor to-day. 

Let me ask the gentleman from Georgia what was the cause of the 
prosperity he speaks of in the North and West during the late war? 

answer, sir, that it was because of the thousands and tens of 
thousands of men who were drawn from the fields and workshops, 
from the industrial pursuits of the country into the Army, becoming 
as they did consumers in place of producers of wealth, and as a mat- 
ter of course enhancing the value of the labor and the productions 
of labor of all who remained at home. The war not only created a 
large demand for the productions of the fields and eee the 
manufacturing establishments of the country, but it lessened largely 
the number of those who carried them on. And inasmuch as the 
Government did not have the money to purchase the n sup- 
plies for the Army, to pay our soldiers and sailors and to meet the vast 
are of the war, it was compelled to issue its legal-tender notes 
and to continue to issue them until the volume of the currency wasso 
large as to increase prices beyond real values; and the Government, 
which was so large a purchaser of the productions of the country, 
had to pay two or three times the value of what it purchased; and 
in this way, while some who received those high prices seemed to be 
reaping a rich reward for their labor and products, it was at the ex- 
pense of the Government, an expense which the people had ultimately 
to pay, and they are paying it to-day. For although we have paid 
several thousands of millions of dollars of the expenses of carryin 
on the late war and maintaining the integrity of the Union, we stil 
have a debt of more than $2,000,000,000 remaining unpaid, and which 
is to be a burden to us for many years to come, and will be, ne doubt, 
to generations unborn. 

lt may be safely said, Mr. Speaker, that the vast expansion of 
paper money — by the Government during the late war more. 
than doubled our national expenses and our national debt. But 
that is not all, sir. Like every other large e sion of a credit cur- 
rency that ever occurred in this or any other land, it brought about 
an era not of prosperity, not of real prospority, as we are so often 
told, but an era of wild speculation, of rec expenditure of money, 
of unjustifiable extravagance and waste. Values, measured by the 
immense amount of our paper circulation, were so enlarged as to 
delude and deceive the people with their imaginary wealth; and we 
esn to boast of our wonderful resources as a nation, and as indi- 
viduals, But, sir, the end had to come, and in 1873 the collapse 
came, the bubble burst, and men who one day supposed themselves 
to be so rich as to live in regal splendor waked up the next to find 
themselves bankrupt, and financial depression, distress, and ruin have 
since continued, to a greater or less extent, in all parts of the country. 
This, sir, is no new experience in this country. We have had panics, 
we have had financial distress and bankruptcy before. I was not 
very old, but I remember the panic of 1837 ; and I remember distinetly 
the panic of 1857. I think those panics and all the panics from 
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which our country has ever suffered have resulted from the delusions 
of an irredeemable papet: currency, from the speculations, the extrav- 


nce and waste, 
Kanin tse dan, Mo Beak ally fall h lasses, 
t T. er, usually s upon the poorer c 
upon the laboring classes of the people, with the test severity. 
firmly believe that the laboring-man who depends upon his labor for 
his support is not benefited the delusive prosperity resulting 
from an expansion of a credit currency. If he is, it is but a 3 
benefit to him; for while he receives a higher price for his la 
tal — to pay a higher price for all he consumes. And when the 
crisis is reached, and the era of speculation, of reckless expenditure, 
extravagance, and waste, which have always followed a volume 
of paper circulation, culminates in bankruptcy, ruin, and distress, as 
it has ever done, in this and all other Jands, sooner or later, he finds 
himself and his family destitute and distressed. 

The truth is, we are not a prudent, economical people. We are 
not contented with the slower but surer processes of accumulating 
wealth. The general desire seems to be to rush 5 into fortune, 
to make or break ; and it is wonderful how many own in empty 
ships, without even ballast, to wreck and to ruin. Ithink, Mr. Speaker, 
the general rule in our country is to live fully up to our incomes. 
And if that were all it would well. But by far too many live 
beyond them. So that we are not only a debtor nation, but we are a 
debtor people. While there is so much talk about reform, civil-serv- 
ice reform, and all sorts of reform,in my opinion, sir, there is no 
more important lesson for our people to learn than that of pradence 
and economy in their habits of living. 

We should learn, sir, not only to live within, but to save somethin 
from our means. The laboring-man, the farmer, the mechanic, an 
all other classes of ple who do not, must sooner or later come to 
want. The time will come when the laborer will be unable to work, 
or if able to work will find no employment, or at least no remunera- 
tive employment; and then if he has saved nothing from his previous 
earnings he must come to want. And so the seasons may sometimes 
be the farmer, and his crops will fail, or he will have no mar- 
ket for his crops if good. And if he has saved nothing against such 
a time he must go in debt, perhaps mortgage his farm, and then his 
embarrassments and troubles n, 

Mr. Speaker, the bane of this country is debt. We do not wait to 
accumulate 2 before we spend it. We rush recklessly into debt 
as individuals and communities. We prospered so much, sir, as we 
supposed, during the late war and at the close of it—we were so much 
deceived and deluded by the amount of paper money which 
had been put into circulation by the Government to meet the expenses 
of the war, as we always have been by an undue expansion of paper 
currency—that we launched out as individuals and as communities 
into all sorts of crt ria ge 113 And to-day, sir, there is 
scarcely a municipality in all the land but that has increased and 
largely increased its municipal debt since the close of the war. 

I hold, sir, in my hand tables of statistics of a number of cities in 
the United States, showing, among other things, the indebtedness of 
such cities in 1866 and in 1876. In twenty of these cities, having a 
population of one hundred thousand and upward, the municipal 1 5 
debtedness of such cities in 1866 was 8163, In 1876 it had in- 
increased to $492,793,559. These cities are the 1 cities of our 
country, and where the larger part of all the suffering from business 
de ression and financial distress exists. And in ten years the munici- 
pal indebtedness of such cities in the aggregate was trebled. In 


e imprudence growing out of an undue expan- 


every one the debt has been largely incre In some of them it 
has quadrupled, and in others more than quadrupled. Wehave 
heard, sir, a 


t deal of the large number of paroon unemployed in 
the city of New York, and of the sufferings of the poor there; and 
gentlemen on the floor of this House seek to charge all this sufferin 
upon the republican party. But, sir, I find the municipal debt o 
the city of New York in 1866 was $33,654,683, and in 1876, in ten 
years, it had increased to $149,357,557. And this increase was under 
a democratic administration of the city government. My object, how- 
ever, was simply to refer to the large increase of indebtedness in these 
cities. In seventeen cities, with a population of forty thousand and 
less than one hundred thousand each, the aggregate of indebtedness 
in 1866 was $15,860,750, and in 1876 it had increased to $45,821,912. 
In thirty-seven cities, having a population of twenty thousand and 
less than forty thousand each, the — indebtedness was in 1866 
$21,209,430, and in 1876 it had in to $54,728,056, In fifty-six 
cities, with a population of less than twenty thousand, in 1866 the mu- 
nicipal debt of such cities was $20,248,833, and in 1876 it had in- 
creased to $51,035,096. 

Mr. S er, in these one hundred and thirty eities of the United 
States the municipal indebtedness was, in 1866, 6221, 310,009, and in 
1870 it had increased to 8644, 378,663. It had very nearly trebled in 
a period of ten years, besides the annual interest which must have 
been paid. And, sir, this increase of indebtedness extends to other 
towns and cities, to counties and States, and not only to them bnt to 
individuals. And in this reckless contracting of debt, in the extrav- 
agant expenditure of money, in the absolute want of economy every- 
where exhibited in the years immediately following the war, in the 
wild speculations which ever follow a large increase of paper circula- 
tion, and especially of irredeemable paper, as well as in the immense 
cost of the war and the great destruction and consumption of 


the property and wealth of the country, resulting from the war, will 
be found the real causes of the financial depression, the bankruptcy, 
ruin, and distress, which have prevailed for several years past and 
which continue to a greater or less extent to the present time. 

I have said, sir, that such results always follow an undue expan- 
sion of the currency. When, during the late war, after $300,000,000 of 
legal-tender notes had been issued and put in circulation, it was thought 


to be necessary in order to pay the Army and Navy to issue an addi- 
tional amount of United States notes, a joint resolution both 
Houses of Congress authorizing the Secretary of the ry, if 


necessary, to issue $100,000,000 of United States notes for the pay- 
ment of the Army and Navy. And Mr. Lincoln in approving tho 
resolution, which he did on the 17th day of January, 1863, said he 
did it with ere moe he pane as the subject one of TE much im- 
portance that wit! s approval he sent a message to Congress in 
which he expressed his a a — as follows: 


While giving this a val, however, I think it my duty to my sincere 
s cg atte -i — ditional janua of 


regret that it been to authorize 
United States notes, when this oau ndara reg pienti ss banks to- 
By augmenting iat A EINDE te abe tnjery ef ber and thn S of aw. 
costo vin 
plies to the injury of the 8 e: E 
Mr. Lincoln clearly foresaw the result of so large an issue of paper 
circulation, and the truth of the above extract from his message 
been verified by 3 
Mr. Speaker, the following statement, pre , as we are told, by 


Mr, Alexander Delmar, an intelligent gentleman formerly in the 
United States Treasury, shows the effects of an expansion and con- 
traction of the currency in this country from 1832 to the present 
time to be as follows: 


From 1832 to 1837 .. Expansion from 67.50 to $14 ....| Activity. 

From 1837 to 1843. «| Contraction from 814 to $6.90. ... pi on. 

From 1843 to 1857.. Expansion from $6.90 to $16.70. .| Activity. 

From 1857 to 1861 . . -| Contraction from $16.70 to $13.70 on. 

From 1861 to 1865 .. -| Expansion from $13.70 to 828.50. Activity. 

From 1865 to 1870 .. .| Contraction from $23.50 to 820.80 | Dep: 

From 1870 to 1823. -| Contraction from $20.80 to$14....| Bankruptey. 

From 1873 to 1877 -| Contraction from $14 to $10...... Beggèry, crim 
es, and sui- 


cido. 


This statement was produced and commented on by the gentleman 


from Georgia [Mr. BELL] in his remarks in the House the other day. 
That gentleman also reproduced a similar statement, which had been 
Nee by the tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] some 

ays before, from Tallis’s Illustrated Atlas of Modern History of the 
World, showing the effects of an expansion and contraction of the cir- 
culation in Great Britain from 1818 to 1826, and which is as follows: 


Effects. 
247, 727, 000 ity. 
41, 358, 948 Dito 
35, 129, 405 | Distress. 
23, 699, 500 | 2 Great distress; Song mee: 
E A EHO 38, 143 200 ings calling for relief. 
33, 124, 654 3 Great prosperity and specula- 
34, 220, 738 } tion. 15 
30, 911, 323 


to these statements or 
tables, asks, “What do they teach? What do they mean if they do 
not mean that distress follows contraction and that activity and 
prosperity follow expansion?” I will say, Mr. S er, to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia and also to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
with all due deference to their opinions, that in my opinion these 
8 or tables do not teach and do not mean what they claim 
‘or them. 

It is true, sir, that they show that distress, at certain times, follows 
contraction, but it is sqosil true that contraction and distress both 
follow expansion. And, judging from the expansions and contrac- 
tions in our own country, I would say, Mr. Speaker, that the expan- 
sions of the currency in the United States were the great primary 
cause of the distress, bankruptey, and ruin which have followed the 
issning of a large volume of irredeemable paper money. Now, look 
at the statement of Mr. Delmar. From 1832 to 1337 the circulation 
increased from 87.50 per capita to $14, and the effect was activity. 
But what was the character of the circulation? It was, sir, an irre- 
deemable ree erz and while for a time the effect was activity, 
yet it was adelusion. It increased prices beyond real values; it en- 
couraged wild speculations, extravagance, and debt, and when the 
banks which had no sound, reliable basis to rest upon broke, and 
fortunes and values which were fictitious tumbled down, there was a 
contraction, because the circulation was not on a sound basis, and 
the people being in debt, distress and bankruptcy as a matter of 
course followed. And the contraction and depression stated by Del- 
mar from 1837, when the panic of that year occurred, to 1843, were 


And the gentleman from Goap rerik 
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both the direst and inevitable results of the expansion of an unsound 
currency from 1832 to 1837. The same may be said of the sion 
from 1 to 1857, and of the contraction from 1857 to 1861. The 
increase was of an irredeemable paper currency, creating an imagi- 
nary wealth, deluding the le, leading them into the wildest specu- 
lations and into debt; and when in 1857 the collapse came, the cur- 
rency was found unsound, and down went the people into the vortex 


of distress, bankruptcy, and rnin. The money was found to be un- | hig 


sound, and contraction and distress and depression followed, and were 

the result of the expansion. This is the asin truth, Mr. Speaker, as 

W I believe the same to be true as to Great 
ritain. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, these tables show that at one time, when there 
were activity ee the amount of circulation was actually 
less than at other times, when there were depression and distress. 
And this it seems to me shows that the distress and depression stated 
were the result of the causes I have stated, and not of the amount 
of circulation. I find from the Tallis table that in 1819 in Great 
Britain the circulation was £41,358,948, and there was “distress,” and 
in 1824 there were only £33,124,658 in circulation, and there were 
“great prosperity and speculation.” In 1820 the circulation was 
£35,129,405, and there was “ distress,” and in 1825 there were 
£34,220,738, being less than in 1819 or 1820, and there were “ great 
prosperity and tion.“ 

Mr. Speaker, the statement of Delmar, relating to our own coun- 
try, shows the sanie facts. For example, from 1 to 1837 the cir- 
culation was at the highest, only $14 per Sepia and during that 
period there was “activity.” And from 1857 to 1861, when there 
was “depression,” the lowest amount of circulation given, per capita, 
was $13.70, and but a trifle lower than the Benn amount from 1832 
to 1837; and from 1865 to 1870, when Mr. Delmar again states there 
was depression, the lowest amount of circulation given by him was 
$20.80 per capita, a much larger amount of circulation than we had, 

either from 1832 to 1837 or from 1843 to 1857, when the highest 
amount of circulation during the first period was, as before stated, 
$14 capita, and in the Iet cit $16.70 capita, and when the 
table shows there was “activity.” Mr. Delmar is certainly mis- 
taken as to the circulation per capita from 1870 to 1873, and from 
1873 to 1877, for the circulation since 1870 has certainly not been 
below $16 te capita, and that is quite as large as the country ever 
had up to 1861, and yet we had“ depression“ from 1870 to 1877; and 
rior to 1861, from 1832 to 1837 and from 1843 to 1857, with no 
rger circulation, according to Mr. Delmar, we had activity and 
prosperity. 

And Iask gentlemen who rely upon these statements to sustain 
their positions how they account for the fact that at times there was 
prosperity, with a less amount of circulation, than there was at other 
periods when there were 8 and distress both in this country 
and in Great Britain? If there could be“ he prosperity and spec- 
ulation” in Great Britain in 1824, with a circulation of only £33,124,658, 
I do not see why there should be depression or “distress” in 1819, 
with a circulation of £41,358,948, unless the distress was brought 
abont by the excesses, the extravagance and waste, the speculations 
and losses which followed the expansion of irredeemable paper money 
prior to and which culminated in 1818. ; 

But, Mr. Speaker, a few words more and I will conclude ag Sood 
marks. A great deal has been said about France, and she has been 

inted out as an example for us to follow. Sir, the prosperity of 
France is undoubted. My colleague from Illinois [Mr. HARRISON] 
said the other that France prospered as no other nation ever 
gy seein But why, Mr. Speaker, does France prosper? Because, 
sir, her people are a prudent le and a saving people. I have 
been teld by gentlemen familiar with the French people that they 
grow rich on what an American will waste. And again, Mr. Speaker, 
the circulation in France is yery different from ours. The pockets of 
the French people are filled with coin, ours with depreciated paper 
of uncertain value, and fluctuating from day to day. In France the 
people are their own bankers; they keep their money in their own 

ets. My friend and colleague says there are in France five hun- 
Wed and sixty-one millions of pror, Well, that is not as much as 
we have in the United States. è have over seven hundred millions 


of paper. - 

Bat in France, sir, my co: e says there is over $400,000,000 of 
coin in the Bank of France, that circulating among the people 
of France there are from five hundred to eight hundred millions 
more in coin. Take the lowest amount he gives as circulating in coin 
among the people, and there are in the Bank of France and circulat- 
ing among the people, say, $900,000,000 in coin, and not in “promises 
to . And why should not France prosper? Mr. Speaker, our 

old and silver go to France to help fill the pockets of her 
3 France is a country of higher credit than ours. e have 
abundance of resources, o are rich in gold and silver. I have 
seen it stated that the products of the gold and silver mines west of 
the Rocky Mountains in 1874 amounted to more than a thousand mill- 
ions of dollars; but the greater part finds its way to France and to 
other countries of higher credit than ours, for it is a well-settled law 
of finance that an inferior currency always expels a superior one; 
and so long as our people are willing to accept a depreciated cur- 
reney, subject as it is to constant fluctuations, unsettling values and 
disturbing the business and industries of the country, so long will 


ple, 


the rich products of our: mines continue to find their way to other 
-countries to enrich them. We hear every day, Mr. Speaker, appeals 
made in behalf of the laboring masses of the country, of the poor 


and oppressed of the land. I trust in God such appeals are sincere, 
and not made for effect. Labor constitutes yya wealth of our 
country. We should not only have sympathy, but we should bave 
for the laborer. To him we must look ultimately for our 
est p ity, and the man who would lay one unjust burden 
upon the laboring classes of the country is an enemy to national 
prosperity and an enemy to his own welfare and happiness. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I firmly and honestly believe that a sound and 
reliable currency, one that is not subject to undue expansion and to 
the ills of contraction which always follow, is in the interest of the 
poor laboring classes of our people and that depreciated promises 
to pay, whet issued by banks or by the Government, are against 
the laborer and in the interest of the rich. Daring the late war, 
when the Government was compelled to expand the currency to such 
a vast volume to carry on the war, there was no hays to prevent 

reciation. Was the poor laboring-man benefited by the hi 

rice of labor? No; not by the high price, for as the price of his 

abor advanced the cost of living increased with it, and he consumed 
his wages. He could make no investments in United States bonds. 
He could hoard no 8 notes until they could be made good. 
The capitalist could hold on to the depreciated obligations of the 
Government until his capital was doub aud so the vast expan- 
sion of the currency, an ex on which seemed absolutely neces- 
2 to curry on the war and save the nation, and which gentlemen 
tell us gave so much prosperit to the country, was the rich man’s 
harvest, not the poor man’s. And this, I believe, Mr. Speaker, will 
ever be the case when our paper money is depreciated. 

Mr. Speaker, when honorable gentlemen point to France as an ex- 
ample of prosperity to be followed by me tell them they are not fol- 
lowing France themselves. They are going in the opposite direction. 
At the close of the late Franco-Prussian war, France at once began 
to reduce her paper circulation. They retired nearly one hundred 
millions in the first year after the close of the war. They commenced 
retiring all their small notes and put in circulation among the peo- 
pe coin; and if we follow the example of France we will try to get 

ack to a sound currency at the earliest practicable day. 

But, sir, in conclusion I will say, let us as a people learn lessons of 
economy and prudence. Let our people, as individuals and as commu- 
nities, quit the extravagance, the reckless running into debt, which 
is so Jargoly the cause of our prostrated industries and financial dis- 
tress to day. Let us husband the rich resources of this great country, 
and let us give to the people at the earliest day a sound currency of 
uniform value, and then we may expect a revival of our industries 
and a restoration of real prosperity to the people, And, until we do 
this, I believe our prosperity will be delusive and short-lived. I 
1 thank my colleague for the opportunity of addressing the 

ouse at this time. I 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, it may seem to require 
some of effrontery or cow to seek the floor with the hope of 
entertaining the House upon asubject worn so threadbare by previous 
discussion and so familiar in all its bearings to the intelligent gentle- 
men who form this body. I have, however, felt emboldened to claim 
your attention mainly for the purpose of correcting some errors which 
crept into the debate the other day while the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. HUNTER] occupied the floor. Being a new member I would 
not have the temerity to violate the unwritten but almost immemo- 
rial law of this body by participating in debate so soon after the com- 
mencement of my has HEYETE term if it were not for the fact that 
no one who has p ed me at this session has drawn attention to 
some of the matters I wish to present. I also fear that going unchal- 
len to the country the statements made by the gentleman from 
Indiana may tend to prejudice public interest. 


NATIONAL-BANKING CURRENCY. 


The amendment introduced by my colleague from Illnois [ Mr. Forr 
and the debate upon this bill reveal the fact that the repeal o 
the resumption act is not the only question involved, but our decision 
upon the pending bill to some considerable extent embraces the fur- 
ther continuance of the national-banking system. It has been so 
treated by those who have engaged in the discussion on both sides of 
the House. It is traly of deep interest to the country and should re- 
ceive calm, conscientious, and fair consideration, Before 1 8 
my opinion directly upon the resumption feature of this bill, I wi 
refer to this subject. In advocacy of the national-banking system 
the gentleman from Indiana asserts: 

It will be found that the national-bank notes, instead of being more costly to the 
people as a currency than the greenbacks, are really cheaper and in some respects 
à safer currency for the people than greenbacks. ‘ 

And in support of that proposition he has delivered an ingenions 
aud elaborate speech and has presented us with an astonishing array 
of figures showing heavy burdens under which the national bank- 
ers are suffering, the cheapness of that money to the people, and the 
extravagant costliness of greenbacks. Further on in what I shall say, 
I will examine some of his figures and estimates and show that when 
the test of truth is applied to them they will melt away and leave 
his argument without foundation ; but before doing this let me say 
that I consider the national-banking system expensive and unprofit- 
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able to this country. It was the creature of a supposed emergency 
arising during the late civil war, and was not originally intended as 
a 8 institution, but to farnish temporary aid to the wants 
of the Treasury during that critical 7 Many then professed to 
believe it a necessity. This I deny; but, if such was the case, the end 
of the war brought the end of the necessity. 

Sometimes when individuals are heavily enthralled with debt, and 
a crisis is reached which threatens financial ruin, finding it difficult 
to obtain means for current wants, they offer large inducements, 
which are seized upen by speculating money-lenders, not simply as 
an accommodation to the unfortunate debtor, bat for their own gain. 
When the law authorizing the establishment of the national banks 
was enacted, the Government was in a similar condition and was 
placed to some extent at the mercy of the money-lender. It wasthen 
supposed by those in authority that in order to raise the means for 
successfully conducting the war they were compelled to offer capital- 
ists extraordinary franchises and privileges, such as had never before 
been offered in this or any other country. Among other schemes 
resorted to, a rich endowment was made to investors in this pursuit. 
In order to insure success to the national banker all State banks of 
issue were demolished, thereby driving from the field competition, 
and the people of the United States were compelled to look alone to 
the national banks for the facilities of a bank currency. These insti- 
tutions were given the sole power, outside of the National Govern- 
ment, to create money. 

The power to create money, sir, is a sovereign power, and along 
with all sovereignty in this country belongs to the people. When 
their Representatives delegate this power to corporations the people 
are deprived of part of their sovereignty, and to that extent are de- 

rived of their liberty. This national-banking system is a departure 
ror the spirit of our free institutions as conceived by the founders 
of*the Government. It is un-American. It is a monopoly more in 
harmony witha monarchy than a republic. The monopoliescomplained 
of under Elizabeth and under Charles I of England were not more 
arbitrary and exclusive in their nature, A law is made conferring 
upon a few certain exclusive privileges and powers over the most es- 
sential element of trade and commerce. What greater prerogative 
is known than the power to create money? What act of tyranny 
more arbitrary than the law which in its effects prohibits issues of 
currency by State or other than national banks? 

The democratic party has ever been the unyielding an nist of 
centralization and monopoly. Under the administrations of Jackson 
and Tyler it was held that this exercise of power by the Federal Gov- 
ernment was anti-republican, and it was then insisted and decided 
that such power belonged alone to the States. That doctrine was con- 
sidered settled forever with the death of the ge which main- 
tained that such power appertained to the Fede Government and 
should be exercised. The republican party has, however, by the act 
of Congress creating the national banks, reversed this decision and 
made use of the Federal Government, not only to establish a national- 
bank system, but to crush out this power in the States. But, sir, that 
party is rapidly following its illustrious predecessor to the grave ; and 
when the historian sums up, as I believe he will at an early day, the 
causes which hastened the fall of the republican party, as chief among 
them will appear this prostitution of the powersof the General Govern- 
ment and betrayal of the rights of the States in the interest of monopoly. 

I will not stop here to discuss the constitutionality of the law 
creating national banks. My purpose is merely to draw attention to 
the great powers and high privileges conferred upon them and the 
despotism of the act which gives them legal sanction and forbids 
these powers and privileges to others. But I may inquire if it be 
right for Co to confer upon national banks the privilege of 
issuing a circulating medium why may it not confer upon a certain 
class of manufacturers the exclusive privilege of manufacturing by 
taxing all others to death? 

It is not only asserted that the Government could not do without 
these banks during the war, but the most patriotic motives are as- 
eribed to those who invested in them. It is claimed that the national 
loan thereby found a market and the Government was enabled to 
float its bonds in Europe. No such necessity existed; other and as 

methods could have been devised at far less cost to the people. 

the Government credit did not depend upon the action of national 
bankers. The victories won on the battle-field gave confidence and 
strength to the national credit, and the large rate of interest and 
exemption of the bonds from taxation popularized the national loan, 

Mr. Speaker, I have no reflections to make upon those who thonght 
proper to avail themselves of the golden opportunity for good invest- 
ment in national banking; it was a legitimate business, and any 
honorable business man might conscientiously engage init. For 
those, then, who merely parena the business after it been author- 
ized by law, and who have confined their attention to the legitimate 
conduct of their business as bankers, and have neither a hand 
in the creation of this law nor inte their means or influence to 
provoni a change of that system, I have not one word of censure, 

y war is upon the system and those who created it and advocate 
its continuance for their own gain and to the detriment of the coun- 
me I shall in the course of my remarks on this occasion and here- 
after when this question rises more directly before us, maintain the 
following propositions: ~ a 

That the best interest of the country demands the abolition of the 
national- banking system as soon as practicable. 


for the Federal Government 
to provide a currency for the country it should be issued directly 
Treasury, 


That whenever it becomes n 


from the National , and not through national or other banks. 


18 NATIONAL BANKING UNPROFITABLE ? 


It seems to be insisted by the gentleman from Indiana that na- 
tional banking has been and is unprofitable to those engaged in it 
that they enjoy no valuable privileges, and that they do not burden 
the country. If this be true, is it not singular they do not retire their 
circulation and go into liquidation? 

A reference to the history of the past will show us how easily these 
propositions can be refuted. What are the facts? In 1864 men with 
money could into the market and purchase Government bonds 
with greenbacks at a discount in gold of 50 and 60 per cent. The 
current prices of 5.20 bonds during that year were forty-three and 
forty-four cents on the dollarin coin. Upon bonds purchased at this 
rate the Government issued a circulation equal to 90 per cent. of their 

ar value, which the banks conld use in loaning to the people at as 
high rates of interest as the fairness of the banker or the necessity 
of the borrower would permit. The bonds to secure the cirenlation 
were left free from taxation, and the banker the power to 
regularly collect his semi-annual-interest coupons thereon in gold. 
This law did not prohibit the banker from reaping as much advan- 
tage from the deposits intrusted to his care as he could make, 

n fact, national banking, by reason of its connection with the Goy- 
ernment, was given great advantage over private banks of deposit in 
their supposed safety; and, to complete the monopoly, prevent com- 
petition, and utterly destroy all State banks of issue, an annual tax 
of 10 per cent. was levied upon their circulation, whereas the cir- 
culation of national banks was taxed only 1 per cent. At a subse- 
quent date, in order to still more strengthen the monopoly, the amount 
of the circulation was limited. By means of that law of limitation 
the great financial centers in the East held the system under their 
control and enjoyed nearly allits advan And in 1869 again was 
the monopoly fostered and enriched by the passage of the public- 
credit act. ‘hereby the bonds used in national banking and bought 
at 43 and 44 per cent. of their par or face value were made payable 
in coin at their full face value. In 1873 was made into law that in- 
iquitous scheme, hatched in fraud and trickery, by which the ple 
were deprived of the use of the silver dollar as a legal tender and these 
bonds made payable only in gold. So, Mr. 1 the statement of 
a bank established in 1864 on $100,000 capital stock would show this 
result for the first year’s business : 


Profit on $100,000 United States bonds, at 44 per cent 56, 000 
Interest coupons, at 6 per cent. in gold..........-....-.-. 6, 000 
Premium on said interest, at 50 asin PR Reis ese RE 3, 000 

Interest and discounts on $90,000 of circulation, less 10 per 

cent. deducted for reserve fund, computing interest at 10 
r causes ne A A bpwenuccmusane 8, 000 

Perhaps a fair average of deposits would be $2,000,000, on 
which interest at 10 per cent. would realize 20, 000 
Total gross profil 03, 000 


Since the first year of the bank the profits, of course, would be less, 
as we could Often then make no addition to the profits for premium 
on the bonds, but the other items I have given form a correct basis 
of calculation of profits after that period. ers ure some other items 
of profit I might add, but these are sufficient for my illustration. 

From the 3 figures we should deduct taxes and the cost of 
running the bank; and for this let us take the estimates and figures 
furnished by my friend from Indiana, with the exception of the tax 
he estimates on the loans and discounts of the bank, which I will 
presently show is not correct, and then we will see the real profit : 


Tax on cireulation, at 1 = o 8900 
State and local taxes, it being, as stated by him, ascertained 

by the Treasury Department at an average of 1.9, makes. 1,710 
Salaries of president and cashier...........-..-..-------. 2, 000 


And we find the real profit was 


Which is 100 per cent. on the amount originally invested. 
In 3 the deposits run much higher than the average given, 


makin eir profits greater. Is it tobe wondered that some of these 
banks have been able to declare 100 per cent.dividends ? Have Idrawn 
a fancy sketch orexaggerated in the figures given? We willsee. I wish 
to call your attention to an extract from the report of Mr. William H. 
English upon retiring, during the past summer, from the presidency 
of the First National Bank of Indianapolis; the bank has been in 
operation fourteen years and its capital stock is $500,000 : 

In the mean time it has voluntarily returned $500,000 of capital back to its stock- 
holders ‘besides paying them in dividends $1,196,250, of which was in gold; 
aud I now turn it over to you with a tal unim and $327,000 of undivided 
earnings on hand, To this may fairly be added premium of United States bonds 
$26,000, besides quite a large amount for 


May I not safely Id&ve these grand results asa permanent testimonial of the 
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If I correctly understand this statement it shows a profit for this 
bank during the fourteen years it has been in business of about 
$2,000,000. Has any legitimate business in your knowledge bronght 
a better return upon the amount invested? Is there no profit in 
this grand showing? Now, it may be this bank by prudent and skill- 
ful management shows more earnings than the average of national 
banks; but, if so, those falling below it must have resulted from 
unfortunate loans, for it is presumed from the eminently char- 
acter of the retiring president the bank resorted to only legitimate 
methods which were within the reach of all national banks, except 
in the case of country national banks where the lines of deposit are 
comparatively small and co uently their profits have been much 
2 in proportion to the capital invested t in the cities. But 
instances can be cited in the cities where the profits have been greater 
than in the case of the bank at Indianapolis. 


GREENBACKS CHEAPER THAN NATIONAL-BANK CURRENCY. 


These facts not only warrant the denial that this system is unprofit- 
able, but they refute the assertion of the gentlemar from Indiana 
that the national-bank note is a “ cheaper money ” for the people than 
greenbacks, for all these large sang come from the people, Espe- 
cially will his assertion be refuted when itis shown that the green- 
back has really cost the people nothing. The bank at Indianapolis 
is only one of over two thousand constituting at one time over four 
hundred millions of capital. If you will take the profits of that bank 
as a guide it will be seen that the national-bank note has been very 
expensive to the people. That gentleman farther remarks in sup- 
port of his proposition that national-bank currency is cheaper, better, 
and safer, than greenbacks; that national banks have paid the peo- 

le in taxes— 

uring the ten years prior to December 1, 1876.... $170, 930,239 00 
That eon have cost the peo- 

ple for printing, k $14, 325, 373 274 
And, by reason of their exemption 

from taxation, The people have 

lost on them prior to that date.. 93, 000, 000 00 


Which makes a total cost of green- 
backs 


„ 8 107, 325, 373 274 
And then he very ef adds this last sum to 

the taxes paid by national banks less the cost of 

$4,060,223.59 for printing, &c., and trinmphantly 

exclaims that national-bank notes have been 

worth to the people for the ten years named . . 274, 195, 388 63} 

These estimates are erroneous and deceptive, and a careful analy- 
sis of his argument in the light of truth will reveal to us that his 
. have not been maintained. I do not charge him with 

tentional e, re Wa he has been led into very serious 
mistakes in regard to the matter. 

It will be observed that he charges against the greenbacks 
$14,325,373.274 for 2 engraving, &., whereas the cost of the 
bank-notes is placed at oniy 84.060, 22450. Why this great difference 
in the cost of the currenc Both are printed at the National Treas- 
ury. The number of bills issued do not greatly differ and the cost 
of workmanship on the designs cannot be different. The only radi- 
cal difference that can be seen is in the color; one is green and the 
other is black. Su ys green coloring material does not cause the 
vast difference which he estimates? If so, we had better abolish the 
green and adopt some other shade of coloring. But, sir, the costs of 
these two classes of notes are in reality almost the same, and it is 
wrong to assert that the one has cost more than the other, for both 
are printed on the same presses and should be equally c ed with 
the cost of printing, &. My friend, however, has charged the entire 
cost of the machinery for printing both bills to the nbacks. This 
may help him to make out a case in favor of the cheapness of bank 
currency, but it is wrong, as will be seen from the letter which I hold 
in my hand, and will read: 

My Dran Sin: zaop $e soar Senne of ae RI have the honor to state 
that the greenbacks and national-bank notes are printed on the same presses, which 
are inexpensive and are worked by hand and are very durable. 

Some of the presses bought on the establishment of the bureau fourteen years 


ago are still in use. 
Very respectfully, yours, 


Hon. R. W. TOWNSHEND, M. C., 
Washington. 


So the gentleman must correct his estimate of the cost of green- 
backs over national-bank notes. And when we remember that the 
loss of Treasuary notes by fire, &c., in such a way that they 
will never be returned to the Treasury, doubtless amounts to far more 
than the cost of printing all the Treasury notes, it will be seen that 
nu 22 item of 514,325, 373.274 for printing should be stricken out of 

tables. 

In estimating the cost of the greenbacks to the country, he startles 
us with the announcement that, by reason of greenbacks being held 
not taxable, the entire issue from the nning has escaped taxation, 
and that the total amount thus lost to the country is $93,000,000. In 
doing this he assumes that all the greenbacks have been held by the 
wealthy at the time personal property is assessed for taxation. This 
is, l Sebas bre largest mistake he has committed. e 
w 


ED. McPHERSON, 
Chief of Bureau. 


thy have not held all the greenbacks on that day. They 


were in circulation, and were diffused among and held by the masses. 


The rich as a rule do not hoard greenbacks, as it is idle capital and 
yields no Doma cys convert their mbacks aro some other 
property, which yields them income; and, conseqnently, except when 
they are invented in Government bonds, are converted into some 
kind of property which is assessed fortaxation. I maintain that few, 
if any, greenbacksescape taxation; for when persons are assessed they 
seldom, if ever, take into consideration the amount of greenbacks 
held by them on the day their property was assessed. This day in 
my State is fixed by law on May 1; but the assessor never calls upon 
the taxpayer for assessment until after the expiration of days or 
weeks from that date, and then but few, if any, remember the amount 
of greenbacks, as distinguished from other money, held by them on 
that day. Therefore, in estimating the cost of greenbacks to the 
people you must strike out all of his item of ninety-three millions 
charged against them; and when you have done this you have noth- 
ing left to charge against the greenbacks. ` 
TAXATION OF NATIONAL BANKS. 

Another very serious error committed by the gentleman is found 
in his statement that national banks are not only assessed for taxa- 
tion on the full face value of their capital stock, but in addition 
thereto are assessed for the amount of their loans on notes and dis- 
counted bills. In illustration of this he has stated that where a 
bank of $100,000 capital stock has loaned its circulation of 80 per 
cent, the basis of assessment against that bank is $180,000. Now, 
sir, in the first place no national bank as an organization pays one 
dollar upon its capital stock or notes and bills for State or local pur- 
pae h shareholder is assessed with his other personal property 

or the yalue of his shares in the bank. Secondly, the notes and 
bills belonging to the bank are not considered in fixing the value of 
the shares as a basis for assessment and the stock is only assessed at 
its par or face value. While that gentleman was addressing the 
House, a colloquy occurred between him and myself which I will read 
from the RECORD of that day. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, I ask permission of the gentleman from Indiana 
to ask him one question. 

Mr. Hunter. I yield for that — 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. s the 3 mean to say that notes dis- 
counted by banks are taxed in addition to capital? 

Mr. Hunter. Itis so in my State. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I know that it is not so in the State of Illinois. 

Mr. Huyter. It certainly is so in my State. 

As his assertion was so emphatic, speaking as if by authority and 
with full knowledge, I then supposed it probable the assessors in 
Indiana had acted different from those of Illinois, although such a 
course was not contents by the law and was not practiced by 
the assessors in any locality with which I am conversant. Since then 
I have received a copy of the Indianapolis Sun, a paper published in 
his State at a point where there are more national bauks located than 
anywhere in Indiana. That paper, referring to the colloquy between 
us, in its issue of the 10th instant, makes the following statement: 


But what is the fact? Are national-bank notes taxed?! They are not. The na- 
tional banks aro taxed by State and municipal authorities only upon their capital 
stock. We have taken the pains to personally inspect the asscasment-rolls of the 
national banks of Indiana; and not one dollar of national-bauk notes is listed 
by them. There is no way of finding out definitely the amount of money and 
bank · notes listed for taxation in Marion County, wi t inspecting each ono of 
about seventy-five thousand rolls, as all personal property is entered under one 
head in the auditor's books; but it is the opinion of the assessor that not moro 
than one tax-payer in five hundred returns any money or bank-notes for taxation, 
and out of $2,488,260 of national-bank notes issued to the banks of Indianapolis, 
there are less than $100,000 listed for taxation, and nearly the whole of that by 
private banks. The national banks here pay no State or city tax upon their notes, 
and individual tax-payers but very little. And, what is more, the banks no 
tax upon credits or bills receivable, while the private banks are taxed on all their 
claims, less their debts. 

And further on that paper states in this connection that “ General 
HUNTER is wholly mistaken.” 

Some of the advocates of this system bitterly complain that unjust 
discriminations have been made against these banks in State and 
local tax assessments by assessors, and it is insisted by some that 
these banks should be exempted from these taxes altogether. There 
may be instances of unjust discrimination against such shares of 
stock in some localities, and in such cases they may have been caused 
to pay a larger rate of taxation in proportion to the value of its 
Lilt ghd than is assessed against other species of property. This is 
unjustifiable. I am opposed to any unfair burden being placed 
upon them, as I would be opposed to an unfair burden being placed 
on any class of property. 

In my judgment every class of property—Government bonds as well 
as houses and lands, bank stocks as well as horses and cattle—should 
be placed upon an equality, and be assessed according toits value, with- 
out discrimination against any, and without exemption forany. But 
have advocates of the national-banking system forgotten that a much 
more unjust and unequal rule of taxation than any they can com- 

lain of was established by Congress in the interest of the national 

ks against State banks of issue? 

As I have already said, Congress has levied an annual tax of only 
1 per cent. on the circulation of national banks, but has levied an 
annual tax of 10 per cent. upon the circulation of State banks. It 
makes the tax on State banks ten-fold greater than upon national 
banks. What has been the effect of this law? All State banks of 
issue have been thereby driven out of existence—taxed to death—in 
order that national banks might live and flourish. If e State or 
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county officer is found who islaying the burden too heavy on national 
banks, they are but following a precedent already established by the 
friends of that system. But why, as contended by some, should na- 
tional-bank stock be exempted from taxation? Ifa merchant should 


borrow money on Government bonds or otherwise, and employ this 


borrowed capital in his business, he is compelled to pay taxes as 
well as intersat upon the borrowed sum. In most of the States, if 
notin all of them, mo ing his farm, 


a farmer borrows mene b 
with which he purchases stock to cultivate it, he is still compelled to 
pay a tax on his farm as well as upon the stock into which the bor- 
rowed money is converted in addition to the interest thereon to his 
creditor, which may be considered in the nature of a tax. 

Thus he actually pay? three-fold taxes, or three distinct taxes upon 
the capital so inves! Now, in view of the fact that the national 
banker obtains from the Government his circulating notes borrowed, 
it may be said, upon his bonds, without payment of any interest or 
tax whatever, (except 1 per cent. on his circulation, which is sim- 
ply ch to defray the expense of printing and engraving his bills,) 

ut on the other hand draws interest in gold upon his bonds from the 
very source which loaned him his circulation on the capital in busi- 
ness, under such circumstances how can any just man engaged in bank- 
ing complain that he is compelled to pay only one tax on his capital 
invested in national banking while the farmer is compelled to pay 
three classes of taxes in the instance I have cited f 

Another matter in this connection overlooked in this debate should 
be referred to. Many have held that the surplus fund belonging to 
a national bank is not subject to taxation, and in many localities this 
fund is entirely omitted from assessment; so if a national bank has 
a capital of $100,000 and has accumulated a surplus fund to the 
amount of $400,000, the shareholders will only be required to pay a 
tax on the basis of $100,000, or on one-fifth of the actual value of its 
stock, and four-fifths of its real capital is thereby exempted from the 
burden of taxation. This proportion of surplus fund to the capital 
stock is greater in some instances that I could mention. The privi- 
leges enjoyed by national banks are really more valuable than any 
franchises granted by this Government to any institution. Would 
not operators of mines, railroads, manufactures, and other enter- 
prises rejoice in the possession of the privileges of the national banks 
with all their supposed burdens? If mercantile and manufacturing 
companies could be organized to invest their capital in gold interest- 
bearing Government bonds, and issue promissory notes to the extent 
of 90 18 8 cent. of the face value of their bonds without interest, they 
would be saved the enormous interest which they generally pay for 
the money used by them, and their capital would in the mean time 
be beyond danger while earning interest from the National Treasury. 
I do not wish it to be inferred that I favor the grant of such privi- 
leges to such institutions or of those en in mercantile pursuits, 
for I am not. I am opposed to this privilege being given to any per- 
son or association. 


POWER OF CORPORATED CAPITAL DANGEROUS. 


I believe the grant of special privileges to corporations is incon- 
sistent with the true theory 3 5 us to 
the welfare of our people. e 

If the functions of the Federal Government are to be used in main- 
taining a paper currency, pete economy will be best subserved by 
issuing it directly from the National Treasury. The delegation of 

«that power or of any element of sovereignty to monopolies endan- 
gers the freedom and prosperity of the people. Wealthy corpora- 
tions or a few wealthy men do not constitute the prosperity of a 

ple. It 2 mostly upon the diffusion of property among the 
ndustrions and prudent masses. The gathering together of the colos- 
sal fortunes of Astor, Stewart, and Vanderbilt Coduaed a drain upon 
the pockets of others. We may maryel at the grandeur of their 
lofty mansions and luxurious living, but who is not pained to see 
the increasing crowd of tramps and beggars struggling with swine 
for the husks thrown from the rich man’s door? ide from consid- 
erations of humanity it is dangerous to the of society to con- 
tinue the enforcement of a system of laws which tend to impoverish 
the masses. Distress is the parent of crime. Corporated capital is 
easily combined, and when combined wields a powerful influence. It 
tends to create a moneyed aristocracy which is the antipodes of democ- 
racy. By manipulation of the markets it has controlled the price of 
bread, of fuel, and of raiment. 

It has controlled the price of labor. The monstrous exactions of 
the tariff law are making the masses “ mere hewers of wood and draw- 
ers of water” for corporated capital. I do not in any degree sympa- 
thize with those who seek to arouse pose prejudice inst corpo- 
rated or other capital. As I respect all worthy men, so I respect the 
man, if he is worthy, who has carved his way to fortune by honesty, 
prudence, and energy, whether he has done so in a banking-house or 
on a farm, in the practice of some learned profession or in the work- 
shop. Capital and labor are mutually dependent upon each other. 
They ought to be the truest friends. The American Revolution not only 
made men free but made labor honorable. The capitalist should take 
the laborer by the hand and say in all sincerity, Come, my brother, 
let us co-operate on an equitable basis for our mutual benetit and for 
the benefit of eet. n that way true prosperity can be obtained 
which dispenses its blessing u both alike, I do not believe in the 
doctrines of communism. Who has not read its bloody record in 


France? Is it not frightful? It makes the flesh creep to think of it. 
It is dangerous to peace and liberty. It is an enemy of civilization, 
an enemy,of Christianity, an enemy of society. It is the most dan- 

rous enemy of the workingman and the poor. Poverty drivesmen 


to communism. 
i WISE FINANCIAL LEGISLATION. 
I believe in that kind of ernment which leaves every man to 
pursue an honest avocatiou without restraint, and protects him in the 


use and enjoyment of his property and the fruits of his honest labor, 
as well as his personal rights as a man and citizen. In doing this the 
Government must make wise laws, which have for their end the pro- 
tection of the weak from the strong, the lowly from the great, labor 
from the exactions of capital. This is vitally essential to the peace 
and order of society. Let us, then, in our financial legislation as in 
all our ms ae find the path of right and equal justice and fear- 
lessly follow it. This House by a grand majority at the very thresh- 
old of its session has already started upon that pathway by the pas- 
sage of the silver bill. It has sent a thrill of joy to hearts bowed 
down with woe. I notice that one of the chief organs of the repub- 
lican party, the New York Tribune, has in its editorial on the silver 
bill of the Gth of this month said that “the bill is a democratic 
measure.“ 

It is true, Mr. 8 er, that the Trepi of the act demonetizing 
silver was accomplished by a republican Con and that it is the 
pride and glory of a democratic House that it has done all in its 

wer to remonetize silver by the of the remonetization 

ill; but in casting my vote in favor of that bill I did not act strictly 
asa partisan. I felt that I was doing an act of justice as the Repre- 
sentative of my entire constituency irrespective of their party affilia- 
tions, a constituency whose interest demanded the of that 
law. But, Mr. Speaker, if the passage of the remonetization act is to 
be considered as a democratic measure, I gladly accept it as such and 
esteem it as one of the proudest achievements of that grand old 
party whose history is a history of devotion to the country, to the 
masses, and to the distressed. And let me say in passin that this 
democratic House has thus far kept its solemn pledges to the people. 
By the first bill passed it has done all in its power to mold into law 
ameasure of greater relief to the industrial and debtor classes than 
has been accomplished by any Congress during the dominion of the 
republican party. But, sir, the disinterested patriotism and courage 
which caused many republicans in this House to break through their 
party 5 and join with us their votes for this “democratic 
measure” should command our admiration. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, with the pending bill for repeal of the re- 
sumption act before us, we are still on the right way, and if we kee 
in the right way to relieve the universal distress in this land, we will 
ns gy eg these two bills with the of a measure which will 

ieve the country of the national-banking system, and before the 
final adjournment of this Congress we will relieve the country of that 
incubus npon its trade and commerce, that iniquitous law which 
robs the few for the many, that prototype of absolute despotisin, the 
nefarious, vicious, protective feature of the tariff law. e need, sir, 
but little positive legislation. There has been too much legislation. 
Most rast gens be done by undoing the mischievous financial legisla- 
tion occurring since the end of the war. The country would be better 
off if the financial problems which have arisen since that period had 
been left to the business interest to solve. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 


Having oceupied so much of your time upon the national-banking 
law and knowing the subject of resumption has been 3 
and exhaustingly dise here and before the country, I shall re- 
frain from occupying much of your attention in expressing my judg- 
ment upon this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, the resumption act is chief among the unjust and un- 
wise financial measures which form the iliad of our present woes Con- 
gress has never enacted a law more deceptive in the purposes for 
which it was created, one more injurious in its effects, peculiarly so at 
the time it was spread upon the statute-books. It was the most 
eritical period in the financial his of this country. Business was 
struggling for life with the deadening effects of the ic of 1873. 
Individual fortunes were hanging upon the vortex of ruin. Paralysis 
had seized upon the energies of trade. At a time when encourage- 
ment and stimulation were needed came this unfortunate measure 
with its depression and train of evils. What have been its effects? 
If I loved to pre a feast of horrors I might endeavor to describe 
them. To find them, look around you, anywhere, everywhere, within 
our ocean-bound land. Trace up the causes of the broken fortunes of 
all classes, ascertain whence sprang the poverty, destitution, starva- 
tion, crime, of the past two years, and you will find more than all else 
these sad eanses emanate from the evil genius of the resumption act 
of 1875. It is a measure which strengthens the rich but weakens the 
poor, enthrones the creditor but enslaves the debtor. 


POLICY OF THE EAST AS AGAINST WEST AND SOUTH. 


The spirit manifested by some of the opponents of this repealing 
act is not creditable to their judgment or sense of fairness. They 
have opposed calm reflection, nt reasoning, and philosophic re- 
view with invective, vilification, and jeers. istorical and current 
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facts have been ignored. The New York Herald of the 15th instant, 
in discussing the RERA measures before this Congress, says: 


The West has long since shorn itself of honor or ec oe eg Ry ed pat 
science or common-sense. The West has been a pro. hot-bed of heresies 


ever since the close of the war. 

This paper is one of the organs of Wall street. These words are 
the words of Wall street, of the money-changers of Wall street; Wall 
street, which has Mammon for its deity and gamblers for its princes 
and lords, With these words ringing in your ears how can you who 
repeat western constituents cast your votes on the side of Wall 
street 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] has made him- 
self conspicuous by acrimonious and offensive references to the 
sentiments of the West and South. Mr. Speaker, the men of the 
West do not, of their own choice, wish to draw sectional lines upon 
this or any national question. They desire that the legislation of 
Con shall be of t character which will be productive of most 
g to all sections and classes. No sentiment stirs their hearts 
more deeply than those of devotion and affection for the whole 
country. But, while they frown upon sectional utterances, argu- 
ments such as have been made here and elsewhere will arouse a 
sentiment there which will more jealously protect the interest of the 
West against the encroaching and antagonistic financial and com- 
mercial policy of New England and New York. It is said we have 
already a solid South. Well, sir, wrong and injustice made it so. 
Let me say to our eastern friends such a course may show 
solid West, and, perhaps, a solid South and West. They 
one upon the great living issues. 

Since the close of the war we have been under the dominance of 
the financial and tariff policies of New England and New York. Our 
western interests have been forced to yield to the exactions of poli- 
cies which have brought poverty and distress 1 55 our people. But 
the South is freed from your vassalage now. She has men of mind 
and courage here who no longer follow the dictation of Wall street 
and New England politicians. 

That “ wild blast of a grand currency illusion which has swept over 
the plains of the South and the prairies of the West,” so offensively 
described by the gentleman of New York, may, in view of such leg- 
islation as he advocates, prove to be but the forerunner of a storm 
which will sweep away the tariff and financial frauds that have 
emanated from his section. 

INJUSTICE TO THE DEBTOR CLASS. 

This is but one of a series of unjust and unwise measures which 
have formed the financial policy of the republican party i measures 
which are discriminative against the debtor class. Mr. Speaker, good 
governments, controlled by sound policy and wise rulers, do not op- 

ress but protect that class. The public-eredit act which spran 

rom the loins of that party in 1869 by a stroke of the pen increased 
the mortgage on the people, unjustly and without compensation, hun- 
dreds of millions. It made the taxpayer poorer and the public cred- 
itor richer, in violation of the letter and spirit of the contract and of 
law. The men who made that law were the mere agents chosen by 
the people to guard their interest. How did they keep their trust? 
Now they say the repeal of the resumption act will be a breach of 
faith, against the interests of the public creditor. How many breaches 
of faith have been committed inst the taxpayer? When that out- 
rage was perpetrated in 1869, did any of these moral philosophers talk 
of breach of faith? - 

Another measure followed in 1873, which was leveled with deadly 
aim at the debtor class. I refer to the demonetization of silver. The 
law of 1869, unjust as if was, still permitted the bonds to be paid in 
coin, embracing both gold and silver; but in order to still more 
strengthen the grasp of the bondholder the demonetization of silver 
was accomplished. That money was good enough for our fathers, 
but the golden aristocracy shrank from it. They would not soil their 
fingers with the plebeian silver money, and therefore silver was de- 
prived of its legal-tender character and we were left at the mercy of 
the 775 gamblers. It is said the baleful influence of a hired lobby 
aided in the passage of that law. But for the honor of my country 
I will believe the denials that have been made of that charge, and 
will credit the only other excuse made for that monstrous wrong— 
that it was rai through Congress under false colors and mis- 
representation. 

ow, the remonetization of silver is opposed on the plea that it has 
depreciated and will be unjust to the creditor. It was the creditor 
class who demonetized silver to the prejudice of the debtor class; and 
that act contributed more than else to the depreciation of the 
silver dollar in thiscountry. It was at that time worth $1.03 in gold, 
now it isonly worth ninety-two cents. If this country had continued 
the double standard, there would have been but little depreciation of 
silver in any of the markets of the world. The commerce of this 
country was great enough to sustain the silver dollar. With the silver 
dollar as a currency our commerce would have opened the way to 
such a trade with India—which is a silver-currency country—as would 
have aroused the envy and fears of Great Britain. 

Suppose we had demonetized gold instead of silver and that course 
had been followed by the countries in Europe which have demone- 
tized silver ? Gold would have depreciated, and the creditor class 
to-day would be clamoring for the silver currency as they now do for 
the gold, and the cry of good faith would be raised against gold. 


ou a 
are 


The next act in the series forming the financial policy of the repub- 
lican party is the resumption act. It, too, is a monstrous breach of 
faith with the debtor. First, they declare the bonds shall be paid in 
coin, then silver is deprived of its legal-tender power, and lastly, it 
only remained to provide this as a means for the public creditorto obtain 
his gold. This is, perhaps, the most unmixedevilofall. It hasstruck _ 
down the debtor and made him a bankrupt; is deadening the energies 
of business, blasting the hopes of labor and wrecking incomes and 
private fortunes. Distress is growing to such an extent that it seems 
impossible to bear the strain any longer. This law hangs like a pall 
over the land, creating distrust, uncertainty, and dread. In its trail 
we find misery, beggary, and crime, Beneficent Providence has smiled 
upon us; given us a bountiful harvest, filling our granaries and freight- 
ing our ships for foreign markets, but still like n we aro strug- 
gling for freedom from the coil of the golden serpent. Thus step by 
step, law by law, bas the pane creditor been aggrandized, La the 
debtor and taxpayer struck down. 

GOOD FAITH TO DEBTOR AS WELL AS CREDITOR. 
And this they say is good faith. Well, sir, lam in favor of keeping 
faith; good faith with the debtor as well as the creditor; with 
th parties to the contract, If we do this, we will repeal the finan- 
cial legislation to which I have referred, The republican party has 
ever since the war been legislating in the interest of the creditor and 
to the detriment of the debtor. The time has now arrived for justice 
to the debtor. Much further delay may be too late. And why should 
we not study some just method of relief to that class? The eminent 
Belgian economist, financier, and writer, Professor Emile de Lave- 
eye, one of the ablest of the writers who advocate the soundest doc- 
trines respecting banking and who denounces the abuses of credit 
and speculations which lead to panics, in a late pamphlet advocating 
remonetization of silver says: 
232. rarik ih me es 
8i 80 an more es u 
partial loss to the creditor. ee ? 


But the main question of this hour is not so much the one as to which 
may be the best kind of currency; it is whether the country is in such 
condition as will bear resumption. There is no roadway to resump- 
tion except by contraction. Those who have given deepest thought 
and most inquiry to the subject declare that a rapid contraction of 
the currency always brings distress. It was so in England, and we 
have seen the amount of contraction already made here has so re- 
sulted. What an appalling catastrophe must result if over three 
hundred millions of contraction is attempted in the next fourteen 
months. Our business and values have been adapted to the present 
volume of currency. What will be the result when you reduce it 
one-half? Sir, the question of 8 the timo of resumption 
is entirely with the people, and if they feel that they are not ready 
to settle with the public creditor they have the power to defer it or 
make it indefinite. This is noinjustice to the publie creditor. The 
time for resumption was indefinite when he made his contract, and 
he understood this porot of the people. Secretary Sherman, however, 
asserted at Mansfield, Ohio, that resumption could be bronght about 
without contraction. But this is not the view of the most candid 
and able advocate of resumption even in this country. 

The ablest speeches made in or out of Congress in behalf of re- 
sumption came from the gentleman from New York, [Mr. HE wirr. 
We all know he is sincere and candid, althongh many of us may 
differ with him. He declares resumption without contraction is ini- 

ible, and insists that every dollar of greenbacks must be with- 
wn and canceled. 

It is asserted that being within 3 per cent. of gold we can easily 
resume. So it was said in England in 1819, when the government 
attempted to resume in the Bank of England on a paper circulation 
of $125,000,000. Alexander Baring, of ing Brothers, (afterwards 
Lord Ashburton,) Nathan Mayer Rothschild, and others of England’s 
wisest statesmen and most eminent financiers raised their warning 
voices against the attempt and testified of the evils sure to follow, 
when they were called before a committee of Parliament of that year; 
but they were not heeded, and the bill passed, giving four years to 
8 as was done by our act. 

ow turn to the histories of Sir Archibald Alison and Doubleday 
and read, if you have the heart to do so, how they spoke of that act 
as “the greatest blunder that ever legislature committed,” and read 
of the distress, ruin, starvation, crime, and bloody bread riots it occa- 
sioned, of the universal e “ affecting the interests of both 
land and trade.” So odious had the measure become in after-years 
that the ambitious young Sir Robert Peel, who introduced the bill 
into Parliament and whose name was linked with it as “ Peel’s bill,” 
repented of his act and often attempted to shake off the 80 it 
had brought upon his name by denying that he was responsible for 
its exclusive authorship. It will not be a matter of surprise in a fu- 
ture day if the Sherman with whose name the fell resumption act of 
this country has been baptized shall likewise seek to throw off from 
his reputation this unenviable distinction. 

The men who made this law sinned with knowledge before their 
eyes. It is with pride as a democrat I can turn to the record of the 
vote upon the resumption act and find that it was passed over the 
vote of every democrat in both Houses of Congress. At the first 


national convention held since the passage of that act the democratic 
party demanded the repeal of the resumption clause, which was the 
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brains and heart of that act, and when the people of all the States met 
at the pollsin November of the centennial year they repeated that 
demand by nearly three hundred thousand ority, and elected Til- 
den and dricks as President and Vice- dent on that demand. 


THE QUESTION DECIDED BY THE PROPLE. 


But, Mr. Speaker, the day of argument upon this question is now 
past; the time has arrived for action on our part. o are but rep- 
resentatives and agents of the people. If we faithfully discharge 
the duty assigned us as their Representatives we will not fail to obey 
their will. They do not command us to be unjust to the creditor or 
any class, but dey, demand of us that we shall also be just to the 
debtor. Whenever the people have spoken to us outside of localities 
where the public creditor holds sway, they have commanded us to 
repeal this law. Theresult in Ohio last October was simply the ver- 
dict of the people upon the case as presented by Secretary Sherman 
in his speech at Mansfield. He then said the resumption act “ can be, 
ought to be, and shall be enforced in 1879 ;” and he then left the case 
for their decision. The le by their verdict have replied to this 
arrogant demand of the Secretary of the ry, “ The resumption 
act cannot be, ought not to be, and shall not be enforced !” ; 

Such an expression from the people, when made on an adminis- 
tration measure, in that great country from which we derive our 
langu our laws, and the germ of our free institutions would dis- 
solve the cabinet. Are we less mindful in this free country of the 
voice of the people than the rulers are in England? As I have said, 
the people have had this question under consideration; they have 
heard the Bed ende examined the evidence on both sides, and 
have rend their verdict. We, as Representatives of the people, 
are ¢ with the sibility of recording this verdict. Have 
we the patriotism, the fidelity, the sense of duty to do it? 

Let us hearken to the voice of the people and put a stop to the 
operations of this unwise, ruinous law. It is said that the resum 
tionists are represented in this city by a delegation of money lo; 
Let us, fellow- resentatives, show that we have not fallen before 
the golden idol. Let us be faithful in this Chamber, and, if our efforts 
fail, be patient. A little more suffering and a little more patience, 
and all will be well. The time will not be long when our masters— 
the le—will send one here as Chief Magistrate of the Republic 
whom they dare not count out. And with the whip of public opinion 
he will drive the money-changers from the temple of liberty, and 
again will this land be the haven of the oppressed. Then again will 
the American soldier find with pride that the ony employment for 
his gun will be upon a foreign or savage foe, and the red flag of the 
terrible commune will disap from our streets. Then in truth 
will the era of -will meet the era of thrift. Then again will the 
busy hum of industry and trade make sweet music in the land, and 
under the smiling of benign Providence prosperity will bloom in the 
East, in the sunny South, and in the prairied West. 

Mr. MULDROW. Mr. Speaker, I 10 ir the passage of the bill 
reported by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EwIxd] of the utmost 
importance to the country, and especially to that section of the coun- 
try which I have in part the honor to represent on this floor. 

I fully appreciate the fact that there is a large, intelligent, and 
influential c. who believe that the repeal of the resumption act 
would be detrimental to the best interests of the country. There are 
possibly some exceptions to the rule, but in the main they are the 
creditor Government-bondholders. 

The contest now going on in this country is between these cred- 
itors, representing despotic control on the one hand, and the debtor, 
representing the masses, on the other; these fortunate creditors 
insisting that gold shall be the only standard of value, and that the 
public debt shall be paid as provided by the present law, while the 
unfortunate debtor insists that the public debt shall be paid so soon 
only as the le are able to pay it, and that when paid it shall 
be in either gold or silver or other currency, as the contract permits, 
The bill now before the House opens a wide door for discussion. The 
general condition of the people in all sections of the country and 
the causes which have brought about that condition as a result may 
properly be discussed under it. 

When we consider the general want of prosperity, the shrinkage 
in value of every species of property, labor unemployed and in many 
instances in abject want, enterprise paralyzed, and a scarcity of 
money felt everywhere except by a few monopolists to be found in 
the main in the eastern centers, it does seem that we should endeavor 
to tind some means of relief and discover some way to infuse life 
and light and hope into the night of financial distress which hangs 
like a pall over the entire And especially should the Repre- 
sentatives of the South, that section of the Union which has not only 
suffered the ills common to the whole country, but which has also 
been the harvest-field for rapacity and plunder, be keenly alive to 
watch with jealous care the cial interests of the people whom 
they represent. 

A country shorn by a stroke of the pen of four billions of property, 
and which in addition has been compelled to yield to the inexorable 
demands of the Government $65,000,000 by direct taxation upon her 
chief staple, cotton; a country which has suffered more than all other 
countries, and compared with which the sufferings of Ireland and Po- 
land and Hungary pale into significance; a country in which the tem- 


ple of reconstruction was reared and beneath which were buried for a 
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time not only all financial rosperity but also the very liberties of 
the People ; a country toward which revenge for a season usurped the 
place of justice and toward which generosity became unknown, that 
country demands the thoughtful consideration of the relief suggested 
by this bill. There is no portion of the Union that needs relief so 
muchasthe South. The financial policy of the Government has been 
established without reference to her interests. The party which es- 
tablished this financial policy have surely had but little love for the 
intelligent people of the South and but little regard for the interests of 
the Southern States. They have failed to respond till recently to the 
offer of a genuine and lasting peace made by her people. They failed 
to appreciate the fact that a brave but defea foe could accept a 
parole of honor in good faith and be true to its obligations. 

When Lee surrendered at Appomattox and Johnson at Durham Sta- 
tion and said “ It is finished, the South at once N the situation, 
and after that not a hostile shot did she fire, but she closed her li 
ee fate, and from the chivalry of war enlisted in the chivalry o 

or. 


Peace, a genuine, prospering peace to the whole country was every- 
where in the South Seil. 5 i the 


ut this was not to be permitted by 
despotic rings which held the people beneath theirfeet. The passions 
engendered by the war must be kept alive. To let them die would 
be to let the party of moneyed despotism perish. Adventurers claim- 
ing to belong to that party flocked to the impoverished South, and, 
instead of encouraging the people to accommodate themselves to their 
changed relations and unite with them in resurrecting their ruined 
country, left so desolate by the conflict, they commenced a system of 
robbery and plunder which was a disgrace to civilization. They placed 
the intelligence, the virtue, and honor of the Southern States under 
the dominion of the base, the ignorant, and the 2 

Not only did financial distress prevail in all her borders, but it was 
a reign of terror to the stoutest hearts. Liberty, property, and every- 
thing that a freeman holds dear were not only jeopardized but almost 
annihilated. The whole country seemed to be regarded as legitimate 
prey for rapacity and plunder. They organized a system of general 
spoliation, and forced the people, with the aid of Federal bayonets, 
to call it republican government. The welfare of the people was 
completely subordinated to the ascendency of party. ef laughed 
at the appeals of the people to spare some of their rights of property 
yet remaining under the shattered fragments of the Constitution, 
All that, and more, have they suffered at the hands of the which 
is the anthor of the harsh, inexorable policy of finance which is now 
crushing out of existence all prosperity in the land. They made a 
desert and called it peace,” and justified their conduct toward the 
South by the pretense that she was still in rebellion. 

And in this connection, by way of nthesis, I desire to say that 
no people on this continent are more loyal to the country, and should 
this Government become involved in a just war with any alien power, 
I believe there is scarcely a confederate blade but would be drawn 
from its scabbard by confederate hands to vindicate her honor or to 
redress her wrongs. In the language of the Colonial Congress: 

Only permit us to be as free as yourselves and we sha l ever esteem a union with 


you to be our greatest glory and our 3 but we must te'l you that 
wo will eh) be hewers of wood drawers of water for any ministry or nation 
wo! 


Less than that, gen rons minds will not offer nor brave and free ones be williag 
receive. 


to 

In this connection I desire to read an extract from an article from 
the pen of the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
KELLEY, ] showing the effect upon the whole country which has been 
produced by the financial policy of the Government affecting south- 
ern interests. I sup that, coming from that source, it will be 
esteemed good authority for the other side of the House: 


THE CAUSES AND AUTHORS OF THE FINANCIAL DEPRESSION, WITH PASSING HINTS AT 
REMEDIAL MEASURES; BY HON. WILLIAM D. KELLEY, 


[From the Iron Age.) 


inadequately express the fact. Her 
eit e si tilled fields 


er muni 


employment for the skilled men previously Se and fort who, having 
served in the Army and Navy, were to return by h of thousands to the 
walks of civil life. 

Where these disch: 


arged soldiers would settlo and what part they would tako in 
the restoration of prosperity were questions demanding grave — Many 
of them had learned by observation that the South was not a purely agricultural 
region—was not, as they had belio one vast cotton, tobacco, „ and sugar 
field; but that, while it was wonderfully endowed with the city ta produce 
these elements of national greatness and independence, aud might rival India in 
the production of jute, ramie, and other fibrous plants, it was capable of producing 
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all the grains, Suite treme, and pienta Chey hoa tons in the North or the distant 
countriesin which they heen ; that its minerals were more varied and richer 
than those of the North, and included gold, cinnabar, corundum, the peculiar ore 
for spiegeleisen, and others which are rare or unknown at the North; and that all 
these were attended by a climate and seasons which lessen the exact of labor 
and increase the charms of life. Men from New England and the cold Northwest 
had been incredulons when told that in Georgia, Texas, and elsewhere throughout 
the South corn could be planted with tho absolute certainty that the season would 
permit it to ripen and be gathered from fields from which a luxariant crop of 
wheat bad been taken in May, and that a volunteer crop of potatoes, equal almost 
in size and quantity to the cultivated crop, followed the latter in almost every field. 
= when eyes beheld these things their incredulity yielded, and they be- 


That, in view of anch facts, there was a general impulse among the more intelli- 
gent and a. workingmen of the North to settle in the South is not re- 
markable. Noi 


ding water-power that flows through 
her cotton-fields, orin the midst of her rich de ts of coal, iron, copper, zinc, 
nickel, and other metals; or to indicate which of her chief towns would now be 

cities, connected with each otber by railroads, which, under the continu- 
ance of our present financial policy, will be premature a century hence? Mine 
will not essay the task. 


I commend that as good reading to the other side of the House, and 
testimony coming from that source, I presume, will pass muster, even 
in their camps. 

It is a maxim of Bismarck “that those who hold the money-bags 
are the masters of the people.” The present financial condition of 
this country illustrates the truth of that maxim. The few are the mas- 
ters; the many are the slaves. The people are to-day slaves to the auto- 
cratic power of the bondholder and banker. They are manacled with 
chains that will require their utmost strength to break. And there 
are no chains so galling and no manacles that bruise so sorely as 
those riveted by a soulless, moneyed shylock. The people are ing 
under them. They will soon lose respect for a Government that sano- 
tions such a system, and Congress should recognize the fact that 
this Government is dependent upon the will of the people. 

Power has been deposited long enough over toiling millions in the 
hands of soulless despotisms. The recent events in Pennsylvania 
and elsewhere are enough to awaken legislators from their dreams 
of security and to begin the task of relief for the people. When 
there is that intense and earnest determination upon the part of a 
people to demand redress for their wrongs, which characterized the 
railroad and other laborers in Pennsylvania and Ohio but recently, 
and when that army of distressed and hungry men swelled into such 
proportions as to be beyond the control of the governors of those 
great States, and the aid of Federal power had to be invoked to sup- 
press the rebellion, and when the people of Mississippi, even, taking 
pity on the powerless governor of Pennsylvania, tendered him a 
pa of their citizen-soldiery to aid in restoring peace within his 

rders, those borders from which, but shortly before, that governor 
proposed to send thirty thousand troops to conquer Lonisiana, it is 
surely time that we should heed that voice of hunger and. distress, 
and late, if possible, so as to prevent its recurrence. 

Mr. Speaker, I regard the re of the resumption act as appro- 
priate legislation in that direction. Lask: How are the people ben- 
efited by the resumption act? How is the Government benefited 
by this act? Does passage of a mere law make the people or the 
Government richer? it afford more wheat, rice, cotton, corn, 
tobacco, or other product of substantial wealth or value? Does it 
increase the production of gold or silver? Does it give a greater 
impetus to labor? In short, does it furnish the debtor with more 
means with which to pay? 

If the Government pro arbitrarily to raise the means to begin 
specie payment at the time indicated by the present law it must do 
it at the sacrifice, possibly, of nakedness and hunger; at the sacrifice, 
possibly, of all considerations of humanity. How can you know that 
the Government will be able to begin to pay at the time proposed f 
And where is the plan to be adopted by which the promise implied 
from the present law can be fulfilled without imposing additional 
burdens upon the people? When the Government ba — to pay its 
obligations, what is to be done about the national-bank notes, 
amounting to nearly four hundred millions? What provision does 
the present law make for their redemption? None, absolutely none. 

The act gives the Secretary of the Treasury the power to sell bonds, 
so as to obtain gold to redeem the greenbacks and fractional cur- 
rency; but there is no such provision in regard to the national-bank 
issues. The practical working of the law will be the absorption and 
retirement of the nbacks and the issuance in their stead of irre- 
deemable national-bank notes. No man with any financial sagacity 
can believe that the national banks will be able to redeem their cir- 
culating currency with coin in January, 1879. 

Nor would those interested in those corporations have consented to 
the passage of the law of January 14, 1875, if they by its provisions 
were ct, paca to begin specie payments as is therein contemplated 
for the Government. You had as well tell me that you know how 
much cotton, wheat, corn, tobacco, and rice the laborers of this Gov- 
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ernment will be able to produce and what it will be worth in the 
markets of the world on the Ist day of January, 1879, as to tell me 
you know what the capacity of the Government will then be to re- 
deem in coin its obligations. Only God himself can know, and it isa 
wicked deception to let it remain upon ourstatute-books. When wo 
consider all the distress and yoyoy in the land, it seems to me that 
it would bea heartless decree that the people of this country, whether 
able or unable, whether willing or unwilling, should nevertheless be 
taxed and taxed to comply with the terms of that law. 

The effect of the law will be to make money scarcer and scarcer, and 
consequently higher and higher. What advantage to the people can it 
be to sell four hundred millions of bonds bearing a rate of interest to 
bring gold at par and with this gold to pay off the legal-tenders, thus 
adding in the neighborhood of twenty millions more of annual in- 
FERA to be paid by the people in gold to their already crushing bur- 

ens 

Are these burdens not already sufficient? Industry is already 
ernshed by the e te the energies of the people are paralyzed, and 
prosperity has been banished from the land. 

The proper time for resumption is when, by timely preparation, by 
economy in the administration of the Government, it is ready to re- 


sume without distress to the people. And without such preparation 


the talk about resumption at a given time is a mere sham, a thing 
that is meaningless and utterly unsubstantial. Its only effect is to 
keep money out of the general avenues of trade and make it scarce 
and interest high. 

Mr. gorse) it has been well said, that “a sct of vampires in the 
form of rings, monopolies, bankers, bondholders, post-office, and 
y leeches, custom-house, navy-yard, and other corraptionists 
have fastened themselves upon the body-politic, and are surely. 
though silently, sucking the life-blood from an impoverished and 
well-nigh ruined people.” 

It is to the interest of these men to make money high and to do- 
preciate the value of labor; and the more money taken from circula- 
tion the dearer it becomes, and the higher the interest that must be 
paid for its use. Acting upon this well-recognized principle of political 
economy, the Government has centralized 8350,00, 000 of the circulat- 
ing medium of the country. It has depleted the rnral districts, the 
true source of all the wealth of the land, and has concentrated more 
money in the favored centers than necessary for legitimate: trade. 
This has induced sock ganong, has created watered stocks on rail- 
roads, to pay the interest on which the people are taxed with higher 
rates of taxation. 

Sythe present system, the Government authorizes the national 
banks to issue 90 per cent. on $395,000,000 of bonds deposited as se- 
curity, on a part of which the Government pays 6 per cent. per annum 
interest in gold; and on the 90 per cent. thus issued the Government 
receives from the banker but 1 per cent. She pays, or rather the 
people, who are the snbstantial wealth of the country, pay 6 per 
cent. in gold to the banker, and receives in return as a èf from 
the burdens of taxation but 1 per cent. The effect is to put green- 
backs out of circulation; and the people by this means psy a debt 
bearing no interest first, and leave a debt unpaid which bears a large 
interest, and that in gold. 

All of this legislation has been superinduced by the centralized 
power of the Government exerted in favor of bondholders and bank- 
ers and against the material interest and prosperity of the producers 
of the country. And instead of protecting those who disembowel 
wealth from the ground, the only real and substantial source, they 
have been made to pay tribute to the favored pets of the Govern- 
ment in the persons of bankers and bondholders. . 

The political economist who does not recognize the necessity of pro- 
tecting the laborer and rears in raising revenue to supply the 
monetary wants of the Government is not and cannot be the repre- 
sentative of those who are the source of substantial wealth. And it 
is wonderful that the people have not before now risen in their 
strength and hurled from power the moneyed despots who have been 
crushing them beneath the golden heels of capital. Officers chosen 
by the people are their servants and should be employed by them so 
long only as they represent their true interests. Those in the National 
Legislature should recognize tho Constitution as their source of power 
and authority, with all of its limitations. They should never forget 
that all rights not delegated by that instrument are reserved to the 
States respectively or to the people, and that legislation should be 
for their benefit. 

The great majority of the people are agriculturists and laborers, 
and when the Government with its strong arm of power raises it to 
crush and make victims of either of these, or to so exert its influence as 
to enable capital to do so, it is recreant to the high duties and obliga- 
tions it owes to the authors of its own creation, and makes war upon 
the chief source of its own support. All laws that look to the encour- 
agement of the combination of capital are laws in the interest of des- 
pono control. The result of such legislation is the serfdom of the 

ucer. 
F The rapacity of these men is astonishing; their impudence most 
unblushing. Scarcely paying anything now out of their redundant 
treasuries, yet they are every week flooding the country with docu- 
ments, and asking that they be still farther exempted from contribu- 
ting to the support of the Government. Their demand is to still 
further exempt them, yet resume the work of paying off the Govern- 
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ment debt in gold on the Ist day of January, 1879, and still farther 
ee the currency. If their tax is decreased others must be in- 
creased. 

In effect their demand is that their tax must be reduced, but higher 
taxes must be paid by others sufficient to make the greenbacks the 
have hoarded in their vaults equal to gold on the Ist of January, 1879. 
With pampered arrogance, while they flourish they demand that 
their greenbacks shall be made to equal gold in value by taxation 
to be wrung from the sweat and toil of the people. 

It is no new thing with those who have flourished under the pro- 
tection of the Government through partial and invidious legislation. 
In a speech of Mr. Calhoun in 1842 he says: 


They crowd our tables with their petitions, imploring Congress to impose taxea, 
high taxes, and rejoice at their imposition as the est blessing, and deplore 


their defeat as the greatest n appeal to you, and ask if the 
power of taxation can be perverted into an instrument in the bands of the Govern- 
ment to enrich and 


dize one paruo of the community at the expense of the 
other, without cau: all of the disastrous consequences, political and moral, 
which we all deplore. Can anything be imagined more destructive of patriotism, 
aud more productive of faction, selfishness, and violence, or more hostile to all 
economy and accountability in the administration of the fiscal department of the 
Government? 

History is repeating itself; and if Mr. Calhoun were living to-day 
to tell the cause of the woes that now afilict the country, he could 
repeat that the power of taxation has been perverted into an instru- 
ment in the hands of the Government to enrich and aggrandize one 

rtion of the community at the expense of the other; that it has 

estroyed patriotism and has produced faction, selfishzess, and vio- 
lence; and that the whole system of legislation of the party in power 
has been hostile to all economy and accountability in the adminis - 
tration of the fiscal department of the Government, and that corrup- 
tion and extravagance have usurped the places where virtue and 
economy should reign. 

Mr. Speaker, I voted for the bill remonetizing silver. I believed 
that more currency is needed for the wants of the people. 

Up to 1873, when the act demonetizing silver was passed by Con- 
gron and became a law, both silver and gold were recognized at 

gal tender in the payment of all debts both public and private, 
aud I have been unable to comprehend the strange ideas whic seized 
the mind of Congress and brought about the passage of that law. I 
have been unable to see how it has been beneficial to any save the 
bondholders and the money monopolists, The greater the scarcity of 
money the greater the rate of interest it commands, but do the masses 
desire that money should be searce and interest high? 

And has not the spirit of the Constitution been ignored in demone- 
tizing silver? Constitutions should be interpreted in the light of con- 
temporaneous facts at the time of their adoption; and when onr 
Constitution was adopted all the countries of Europe recognized the 
double standard of gold and silver, It was not until 1816 that Eng- 
land demonetized silver and adopted gold as the only standard, and 
those nations which have followed her example have done so since 
that time; Germany not until after the recent war with France, 
when she Wer she would be a creditor and a bondholding nation. 
England did not begin it until she became largely a bondholder and 
it became her interest to contract the currency by making gold the 
only standard. We are a debtor nation, and as such it cannot be to 
our interest as a country or a people to adopt the single standard. 

RONA, a distinguished and learned writer on this subject, has 
said: 

The suppression of silver would bring on a veritable revolution. Gold would 
augment in value with a rapid and constant Progress which would break the 
fuith of contracts and aggravate the situation o debtors, including the nation. 

The prediction made in regard to France has been fulfilled in 
America. The demonetization of silver has rapidly augmented the 
value of gold with a constant pro; which has broken the faith 
of contracts and aggravated the situation of all the debtors. By this 
financial policy they have been required to pay more than was their 
contract. Their contract has been to pay in currency or coin, but 
not alone in gold. \ 

The contract must stand or fall by the law in existence when it 
was made. The faith of the people is pledged to that, and that only. 
And it is the Government which has acted in bad faith to the people, 
and not the people to the Government. This Government has always 
recognized silver as the equal of gold until the passage of the act of 
1873. The subsidiary act of 1853 was not to demonetize silver, but to au- 
thorize such coinage of it as would prevent its being transported else- 
where. Theold standard silver dollars and the halvesand quarters were 
still recognized as a legal tender for all debts and dues, both public 
and private. The power of Congress to demonetize silver seems not to 
have been thought of until the act of February, 1873. It was an act 
of despotic power, not authorized by the Constitution, for the benefit 
of moneyed monopolists, It was outside even of the war power of 
Congress as recognized by the Supreme Court, for there was no war 
in existence. It was the work of the slaves of the bondholders with- 
out reference to or respect for the rights of the poopie 

In this country it does seem that gold is god, and the bankers and 
bondholders are the prophets. 

Not content with taxing all others while they escape, but to pile 
on the injuries till human nature can stand no more, they would still 
deprive the people of the little remaining vestige of such prosperity 
as they have by contracting still further the currency of the country, 


It is not wonderful nor even strange that we find want, suffering, 
and distress in all parts of the land, when we know the ratio wi 
which the people have been deprived of the means of purchasing. 

We had in December, 1864, seven hundred and ninety-five millions 
of currency; in December, 1855, nine hundred and forty-six millions, 
and in December, 1865, the volume in various forms of circulation 
reached over a billion and a half; while the volume now in cirenla- 
tion is less than seven hundred millions, including both greenbacks 
and national-bank notes. Government bonds have in the mean time 
advanced in value from sixty cents to a dollar and twenty cents, whilo 
every other species of property has been descending in the scale of 
values with fearful rapidity. ‘The wonder is that houses and lands 
will sell at all under such a system. There must be a peaceful change 
in the financial policy ere the smoldering fires of the North and 
Northwest again burst forth with redoubled fury, and with such un- 
conquerable power as to be beyond the control of the Governmen 
before scenes in the terrible drama shall be witnessed which sh 
strike terror to the bravest heart. 

But when a remedy is suggested to relieve the distress of the coun- 
try, by the decentralization of money, by the abolition of protection, 
the assertion of free trade, tho remonetization of silver, and the 
repeal of the resumption act; whenever rightful action of any char- 
acter is attempted to secure the people from want, a raving howl of 
disapprobation rends the air, a subsidized press in the East whose 
mission ought to be the education of the people, but which has be- 
come the organ of rings and soulless monopolies, begins to talk of 
vested rights and violation of contracts. The voice of the soverei 

ople must be hushed, their welfare must be subordinated to the 

ictation of protected bondholders who have grown rich under the 
shade-trees of vested rights, while the masses are toiling in poverty 
in their fields beneath a burning sun; who have grown despotic by 
the warm fires of vested rights, while the people are still toiling in 
poverty in the icy winds of winter. 

“Vested rights” has become the battle-cry upon the lips of those who 
would make the rich richer and the poor poorer. It is the slogan of 
the stock-gambler when he waters his railroad stock at the expense 
of the people, and makes corners on the products of the soil at the 
expense of the tiller of the field. 

‘he recent railroad and labor disturbances are the result of this des- 
pore control by capital. The voice of the ple if heard has not 

n heeded by the despots of the land. They refused to listen to 
the ery of distress until they saw the lurid glare of burning buildings 
aud heard the tread of an army infuriated by hunger. gislators 
must pause, must hear, must heed the voice of the people, lest they. 
wearied with injury and oppression, shall rise in their manhood an 
sounding the ery of liberty shall sweep from power forever the pro- 
genitors of their wrongs. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I now yield ten minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WRIGHT. ] 

Mr. WRIGHT, Mr. Speaker, I was a member of the Thirty-seventh 
Congress when the question with regard to the issue of the present cur- 
reucy was adopted, and when the bill one authorizing the establish- 
ment of the national-bank system. I took part in the discussion in- 
volved in these questions. It was some sixteen years ago, and when 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] in his remarks to-day re- 
ferred to the fact that the system was regarded as one of tempo ex- 
pediency, he stated what is entirely true. Many a conversation I had 
with Mr. Chase upon the subject of national banks and on this ques- 
tion, with regard to what is called greenback currency, and a more 
upright, pure man I never met; one of the most eminent men the 
country ever produced, honest in every way, and with but a single 
8 in his mind, and that was to serve his country; and he served 
it well. 

This was then a question of expedieney; as such it was adopted. 
The country at that time was involved in an internecine war, and it 
was impossible to move an army upon the part of the North without 
the intervention of this system of currency, and it met with the a 

roval of Congress, and which generally came up to the tone of pu 

ic opinion in the North. It was a temporary system, and having 
been maintained for a period of some sixteen years, now comes the 
question of change, changing the system, making it a specie basis 
and a currency redeemable in specie instead of being in the condition 
as reported and adoptet by the legislation of this House nearly twenty 
years ago. We become accustomed in our trade and our deal- 
ings to this kind of currency, and it meets all the necessary wants of 
the people throughont the country and the necessary wants of every 
one, with all who had occasion to be eng: in any kind of busi- 
ness. We bought and sold on the greenback dollar as our standard. 
By it we measured values, and the country prospered for a series of 

ears, 
y We traveled along and we have traveled prosperously. Now comes 
the question agitated with re to change, with to resum 
tion. Why, sir, if this question of resumption is to remain in the 
shape it is now it will make the business affairs of the country worse 
and to such an extent that our industrial pursuits cannot sustain it. 
The question we are discussing here in Congress is more a question of 
bread than it is a question of currency. More a question of bread, 
sir! There are at this moment in this Union not less than two million 
men out of employment and in a state of comparative destitution 
and want. There are in the district I represent—it is u heavy mining 
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district in Pennsylvania—more than ten thousand men this night out 
of employment and who do not know where to-morrow's sustenance 
is to come from. There are to-day, sir, according to statistics, in your 
own city of Philadelphia, eight thousand tenants who are unable to 
pay their rent, There are confined in the several houses of charity 
and punishment in the city of Philadelphia to-day, including the in- 
mates of the penitentiary, five thousand more people. What took them 
there? It was the depressed condition of the country, first privation 
and want and the next thing crime. One situation treads upon the 
heels of the other; want knows no law; life, sir, must be sustained. 
To do this the result frequently ends in the commission of crime. 
N knows no law. : 
Now, if that be the condition of affairs in other States, as is the 
case in Pennsylvania, I say to you, Mr. Speaker, that the time has 
come when Con ought to grant some relief insome way; not by 
forcing resumption ; not by destroying legal-tenders, nor contrac- 
‘tion; not by tampering with this great question, for this is in reality 
a question of bread, and one to be met and disposed of. Relief must 
be had. It is a necessi And the voice comes up to us trumpet- 
tongued. Will you heed it? We cannot close our eyes to the situa- 
n 


tion. 
I adopt fully the sentiment that the basis of banking, the basis of 
currency ought to be established upon the precious metals. I grant 
‘ou that the time must come in this country when that system must 
be adopted. But I tell you that time is not now; we are not now 
ready for it. The country is not now in a condition to have this 
nback currency suspended or destroyed, collected and placed in 
he Treasury and not re-issued. If it is not burned vp or destroyed 
it is not re-issued, and the wants and necessities of trade demand and 
uire its re-issue. 
he public sentiment among the propie of this country is far in 
advance of the public sentiment in this House and of the public 
sentiment that pervades Wall street. It is time for us to follow; we 
cannot lead. The people of the country, the masses, have taken this 
matter into their own hands and are considering it. Ido not profess 
to understand or know anything about the rules of banking, nor am 
I proficient in the secret of finance, although I have been connected 
a great many years, not with the business of banking, but with other 
important branches of business. And I havo mixed a good deal in 
the politics of the country. I was a member of this House some thirty 
years ago; I was a member of this House during the time the war 
was in progress, and I am a member here to-day. Yet, with all the 
ayie Si I have, I know but little with regard to the rules of bank- 
ing and currency and the necessities of the public wants in that 
respect. Some of the gentlemen here, however, seem to be familiar 
with these matters. They may have had better facilities than I have 
had. I have made an effort to familiarize myself with the currency 
question, but I really believe the banking men of my district under- 
stand it better than Ido and about as well as the doctors of this 
House. 

If the members of this House are as familiar with the subject as 
they profess to be, why is it that a voice comes up from all parts of 
the country, from the eastern sheres to the Pacific coast, calling upon 
us for relief? Why is it that the poopie are sending their supplica- 
tions to Congress to do something for them? Sir, it is because there 
isa great necessity in the land, it is because there is famine in this 
land; and gentlemen who are sitting here in their representative 
capacity must open their eyes to that fact and look at it, disgusting 
as it may appear. There is famine in this land. I know something 
of the suffering in my own district; I have seen too much of it there 
te pass it over without the liveliest sensibility and the kindest ex- 
pression of feeling. 

Shall it besaid that Wallstreet is toestablish the pope rulein regard 
to the question of currency? Is Wallstreet to be the king of currency, 
the king of business; and the icultural and manufacturin 
pursuits of the country to bow their heads to the dictation of W. 
street? Iam willing to give Wall street just as much credit as I 
would give to the same number of men anywhere else; but by the 
living they shall not be my leaders nor place shackles on me nor 
furnish me a rule of conduct. [Applause on the floor and in the 
gaiis BR i 

The SPEAKER. If there is any further manifestation of applause 
in the galleries the Chair will direct them to be cleared. 

Mr, IGHT. Sir, after we had passed the silver bill—— 

[Here the hammer fell. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Give me a little more time; ten minutes more. 

There being no objection, the time of Mr. WRIGHT was extended. 

Mr. WRIGHT. After we had passed the silver bill the other day— 
by what majority? I think the vote in this House was one hundred 
and sixty-odd to thirty-something. The representative branch, the 
popular branch of Congress, fresh from the masses, and supposed to 
reflect the views and opinions of the people passed that bill by a 
vote of 163 to 64. No sooner was that done than Wall street appeared 
at the Capitol here in propria persone to stay the popular tide by an 
appeal to the Senate. I stood upon the steps of my hotel in this city, 
the Arlington, when Wall street drove up in its coach with four 
horses. I knew it was Wall street by its dashing display. If you 
or I, sir, had driven up there we would have gone with a coach and 


two horses; and if onr poor constituents had gone there they would 
haye gone on a wheel w— 

A MEMBER. Oron foot. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Yes, or on foot. Wall street comes here from the 
city of New York to regulate the opinions of Congress! They know 
they cannot regulate the opinions of forty millions of free ple, 
but they can come here and make their impression upon us, the Repre- 
sentatives of the people. That is the way of Wall street! They are 


peculiar for 
Ways that are dark and tricks that are vain. 


When Christ entered the temple He did not drive out the men who 
were dealing in corn and cattle and wine; He kicked ont the money- 
changers as the most worthless people in Jerusalem, or at least He 
made the attempt and somebody got hurt in consequence. And in 
my judgment it will be a hard matter for the bondholders of this 
country to convince the American public that they are the only 
people who must have protective laws and special acts of legislation 

or their benefit. 

Iam willing for money to have its proper power and influence in 
this land, but I am not willing that money shall have a better 
chance than labor and the industries of the country. Why, sir, you 
saw me stand in my place here the other 5 5 with a petition sigued 
by 23,000 of the tax-payers and citizens of the district 1 represent on 
this floor, praying for the passage of some law for the relief of the 
toiling m asking Congress to furnish some aid, to do some 
kindly act, for Congress to manifest in some way that toiling men 
had rights as well as capital, I suppose there were few bondholders 
among these 23,000 men. x 

Sir, we are behind public opinion, and you upon this side of the 
House and apon the other side who to-morrow vote for specie re- 
sumption will find a serried wall to surmount when you return to 
your constituents. The argument presented here by Wall street is 
not the argument that will penetrate the hearts of the millions nor 
shield you from criticism. It is not my duty to tell members here 
what their duty is; but I know mine, and I know Iam backed up by 
a popular sentiment on this question that is unmistakable. 

am no communist I am no agrarian. Perhaps I have too much 
property to favor agrarianism, but it has ali come from honest pur- 
suits and after years of 8 But I will say this, that the time 
has come in this land when Congress ought to legislate for man. 
You have legislated for railroads and corporations long enough. Let 
us legislate for man. You have given away a hundred and fifty mill- 
ion dollars; you have given away some two hundred million acres 
of land to railroads and corporations; you have granted subsidies 
under the pretense thut the interest is to be repaid. I tell you that 
never will the interest or the principal come back. It has gone to 
corporations and associated capital. Not a dollar, not an acre, has 
gone to labor. Labor, submissive, humble, stands back. Will it 
some day come to the front? Who shall say? Have we prophets 
ot us? Have we seers? 

And while this is going on the working people of the land stand 
by, looking on in wonder at these things and saying, “When is our 
chance coming?” Oh, Mr. Speaker, the flag that tloats over the dome 
of this Capitol as an indication that Congress is in session is a 
bright token to the man of capital who comes up the Avenue; it is 
an emblem of promise; but the r man with the pick upon his 
shoulder or tradging behind his w eelbarrow, sees nothing encourag- 
ing in the broad folds of the ensign—nothing there to cause his heart 
to throb with kind emotion. Why? Because the policy of Congress 
has favored capital to the 3 of the workingmen’s rights; be- 
cause this body has spent its time in ce, for capital, for the 
moneyed interests, but never for the welfare of the toiling masses. 
They are now coming in for their share; and in the close of a long 
and eventful life I glory to be here at such a time and speaking in 
such a cause. I am not what the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
TOWNSEND] may call a demagogue; so he calls us who favor the re- 

of resumption. I spit upon the word. We here, who are in 
favor of the repeal of this resumption law, are denounced as dema- 
gogues. I suppose that twenty millions of working-men in this coun- 
try are “demagogues.” The Representative is a eatin who op- 
posas resumption; the men who elect him to oppose resumption are 
emagogu 


m es. 

When gentlemen talk in this way, are they blind? Do they not 
see the upheaval that is going on everywhere? Do they not see that 
the spirit of discontent is abroad? Do they not see that the popular 
mind is more agitated to-day than it has ever been in the history of 
the Government? I tell you, Mr. Speaker, the time has come when 
something must be yielded to popular dor The time has come 
when you must help the pene instead of bestowing all your favors 
upon the moneyed men, and especially who represent Wall Street. 
Capital and labor ought to go hand in hand. One is necessary for 
the protection of the other. I would not put them in a hostile posi- 
tion; but I would give labor its rights. And I know that the work- 
ing-man’s welfare cannot be promoted by the contraction of the cur- 
tency, nor by forcing specie payment. All this is well for Wall 
street, but death to the rights of labor. I hope, sir, that there will 
be enough of moral courage to pass this bill triumphantly in this 
House, and when done I shall have occasion to say that Congress has 
manfully done its duty. 
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My time, through the indulgence of my friend from Ohio, [Mr. 
TOWNSEND,] has expired. I t 


uk him for his courtesy and this 
House for its attention. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, I shall vote for the repeal of the 
resumption act. It has been full of evil to the West, in to the 
whole country, since its enactment. I voted against the passage of 
the law in the Forty-third Con when and where, under the opera- 
tion of the previous question, it was forced upon the country against 
the sentiments of the people, and now I will vote for its repeal in 
obedience to the will of the people. AsCurran, the t Irish orator, 
once said in the House of Commons, in speaking of liberties of his 
loved land, then expiring under British misrule : 

I sat by their cradle ; I now follow their hearse. 


As an unwilling sponsor I stood by the of this act, which 
I then said and believed would rest as a great weight upon the people 
of the country, gradually but surely grinding them to the death, inch 
by inch, moment by moment; and now, almost three years after that 
time, in the providence and merey of God, after having seen my pre- 
dictions verified with the severest accuracy, I am permitted to stand 
almost in the same position in this Hall in which I stood when I voted 
against its passage and vote for its repeal and, I hope, follow its hearse. 

It is the people of my district who give the vote. It is the people, 
the hard-working, toiling ple, in the center of my State, along 
the shores of the turgid Missouri, who vote for its repeal, and not 
only those, but from over the whole country the yoice, as one crying 
in the wilderness, is heard demanding its re . Ohio, Pennsylva~ 
nia, New York, New Jersey, and California have felt the iron grind 
into their hearts, and have by recent voice demanded its repeal ; and 
that voice has been echoed back to us from the desolate regions of 
the South. Let us do our duty as men, solemn, thinking men, in 
voting for the zope of this law, without dread of the consequences. 
The voice of Wall street is not the voice of this country, nor is it in 
the interest of the country, in the interest of the people. prety 
is said, in this Hall and in the New York journals, that the law 
should be maintained; that we should stand by the honor of the coun- 
uy, the faith of the Government. 

here are two sides to this proposition, and in our eagerness to pre- 

serve the one we should not overlook the other. The welfare of the 
people—that mass of sovereign power—should be consulted 
and protected at the same time that we are defending the honor of 
the Government. 

There is a faith due the people as well as the holders of our securities. 


In the language of Edmund Burke: 

Tt is to the preps of the citizen, and not to the demands of the creditor of the 
state, that the original faith of society is pledged. The claim of the citizen is prior 
in time, paramount in title, superior in equity. 

What has been the effect of this resumption law upon the finances 
and business of the country? It was passed at a time when the 
country was in distress, as a measure of relief. It was said by its 
friends that it would not contract, but under the free-coinage and 
free-banking sections it would gradually increase the currency. Has 
that been so? Let us see. On the 14th January, 1875, the date of 
the } pesos of the resumption act, there were outstanding in legal- 
tender notes, $382,000,000 ; in national-bank notes, 8349, 894, 182; total, 
$731,894,182. On the 3d November, 1877, there were outstanding in 
legal-tender notes, 5354, 490,992; of national-bank notes, $316,775,111 ; 
total, $671,266,103; being a reduction in legal-tender notes of $27,- 
509,108; in national-bank notes, $35,086,339; total, $62,595,447. 

And this is not all the promised blessings of that law. Besides the 
contractions above mentioned, others have followed in their track. 
Nine millions of dollars of legal-tenders have been held in the Treas- 
ury Department with which to redeem the outstanding fractional 
currency, supposed to be worn out or burned, which sum of course is 
1 retired, and $13,000,000 of legal-tender notes are also 

eld in the Treasury Department for the consummation of the with- 
drawal of national-bank notes now in the process of retirement; to 
which also add $22,144,000 of fractional currency which has been 
retired and its place not filled by the subsidiary silver coins of fifty, 
twenty-five, twenty, ten, and five cent pieces, making in the aggre- 
gate, in round numbe: $107,000,000 of absolute contraction, and, too, 
at a time when money is in great demand. 

Since the resumption law went into operation in 1875, this country, 
North, South, East, and West, has been blessed with the most prolific 
crops, ex rting annually over one hundred million bushels of wheat 
alone. Europe has been more or less in a disturbed condition, two 
of its d powers actually en in armed hostility, one of which 
being the only formidable competitor that our country has had in 
wheat in the markets of the world, our exports eniaally exceeding 
our imports by $200,000,000. And yet in the midst of all this we are 
in the midst of bankruptcy, sorrow, and maddening distress. It is 
an anomaly that sets at defiance all theories of contractionists, all fine 
spun ideas of these latter day financial saints: Millions of idle men, 
women, and children, in the presence of the most stupendous crops 

of cereals, cotton, hay, and tobacco that ever loaded and 
any soil under the sun. With the enactment of this resumption law 
and such crops, “ these wise men of the East” said peace and pros- 
perity would abound. In the language of one of old I say to them: 
Ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value. 


One day’s practical experience is of more accuracy and of more 
value to us as a people than all the lessons of the financiers and bull- 
ionists from Sir Robert Peel down to Sir John Sherman. As aques- 
tion of results, I am in favor of the repeal of this law. What if our 
foreign indebtedness, our bonds abroad, were thrown back upon our 
market, our people? It would be better for us as a whole, as a people. 
Then legislation would be had for our people in the interest of our 
own people, not those of England, Germany, or Holland. More has 
been heard from the republican side of this House for the last ten 
years in behalf of foreign bondholders than in behalf of our own peo- 
ple; and more has been done by that side to uphold and protect the 
interests of those foreign bondholders than to uphold and protect 
the interests of the laboring masses of this country. 

In August, 1865, there was a circulation of $2,200,000,000 in this 
country, giving life and vitality toevery trade and profession, making 
all rejoice “as a strong man to run a race;” and that too after 
four years of the bloodiest war that ever entered the annals of his- 
tory. A world-renowned 3 of arms closed, and one of equal 
magnitude for the restoration of liberty and 3 commenced in 
the victorious North and the conquered South. Money was as much 
needed for the times of peace as for those of war. Then, if ever, the 
money was required, was utilized. That excess remaining from the 
war had to be spread over the South and take the place of a currency 
which surrendered its value at the fall of Richmond, The waste 
places of the South had to be rebuilt; almost every character and 
species of property required rehabilitation insome way, and money— 
much money—was necessary to its accomplishment. 

Mr. McCulloch, then Secretary of the Treasury, should have com- 
prehended the demands of our people at a glance and acted with a 
proper appreciation of these demands. He did not; at least did not 
so act, Contraction, rapid and fatal, was commenced in 1865, at tho 
dictation of Sid eek capitalists, Anticipating the demands vf those 
capitalists he had an agent (Mr. Lanier) in 5 who reported 
that “the feeling in favor of the contraction of the currency was 
universally expressed as the sole condition on which our credit abroad 
could be maintained.” 

Upon this report Mr. McCulloch commenced a more desolating 
work on the energies and industries of the people than the four years 
of war had been. Mr, EWING, of Ohio, in aspeech of marked ability, 
made at Ironton, Ohio, in July, 1875, seid: 

Gold that year after the war averaged about cent. ium—our currency 


35 per prem 
was the largest we ever had—and the industries of the country in all branches 


most prosperous. Ten years have since passed; the policy of contraction has been 
e; gold is now at 16 


pursued at the dictation of the money class abroad and at hom: 

per cent. premium and rising, and the industries of the coun: © prostrate. If 
the people's interests, instead of the demands of bondholders, controlled our 
money policy, the industries of the country would have been still flourishing and 
specie payment far nearer reached than now. 


The circulation of the country was at once reduced from $2,200,- 
000,000 to $1,000,000,000, and the balance, $1,200,000,000 of Treasury 
notes, which should have been kept at home, with our own people, as 
media of exchange and circulation, were withdrawn, as was said by 
Mr. RIDDLE, of Tennessee, from such circulation, converted into gold 
bonds, and sold abroad, and the interest ever since has been paid to 
those not our people. This contraction has continued from year to 

ear since 1865 up to this date, when the volume of currency iu circu- 
tion, less reserves and lost notes, does not exceed $500,000,000 

The bonded debt of our Government has in the mean time increased 
from $1,200,000,000 in 1866 to $1,800,000,000, two-thirds of which is 
held abroad, and is annually draining us of immense sums of gold as 
interest, and will continue to do so as long as the present financial 
system is pursued. What is the result? Im 1863 there were 485 
failures in business in the United States, amounting in money to 
$5,864,000; in 1876, one year after the resumption act passed, there 
were 9,092, involving a loss of $191,117,786; in six months of this 
year, 1877, there have been 4,749, with a loss of $99,606,171. These 
failures teach their own lesson. 

Greenbacks gaye our people prosperity. They have upheld the 
honor of your country and your flag at home and abroad. The: 
fought the four bitter years of war, and brought victory and union. 
They fed the soldier on the march. They paid him for the charge 
upon the field—for his suffering and death; paid his widow and his 
orphan children, and have been as sweet to them as “ incense from 
Sheba, and the sweet cane from afar country.“ They have transacted 
all the private business between man and man, State and State, 
amounting to untold millions since the hour of their birth ; and they, 
in the forefront of civilization, have gone westward with the star 
of empire with a heroic spirit, opening up new Territories, buiiding 
millions of sweet homes, constructing railways across continents, and 
elevating the Stars and Stripes on peaks and in valleys where no en- 
sign of power had ever before greeted the morning sun or floated in 
the evening breeze. And in less than thirteen years after their birth 
an order goes forth from the cirea saloons and sumptuous palaces 
of combined capitalists that this great friend of the people shall be 
destroyed ; that it is too common for their pure hands; that it is a 
fraud and a lie; that it is lampblack and dirty linen; that it isa 
sham and a disgrace, a foul Sycorax, blood-stained and battle-born, 


and no longer should be recognized beyond the exigency of its birth. 
Ah, sirs, there is a fecling of indi 
this currency, of which we hear not 


ation in their hearts against 
ing; it is one of selfish greed, 
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cold, insensible, and devilish grasp after gold, unconcerned how 
much human misery in our great country such a demand makes, 
how much of sorrow, how many tears of anguish the consummation 
of sach acrime will cause. But, Mr. Speaker, in the broad, signifi- 
cant language of the gentleman from Kansas, [Mr. PrLLIPs,] I here 
say, as one of the Representatives of the West, and for that generous 
people, “that you may have your bond and its demands, but one drop 
of Christian blood, never, never!” Your rapid strides toward re- 
iene sper after gold, has caused want and idleness over our whole 
land, and is rapidly building up from Maine to California a! 
dissatisfied element into a party whose voice you may yet hear in 
these Halls, and which may yet grapple the pillars on which your 
temple, your idol, stands and topple them to the ground. 


Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers 


by wrong; that useth his neighbor's service without wages, and giveth him not 
for his work! 


Possibly you should listen to our voices now, as we speak to you in 
the words of soberness, as others may hereafter assume our places who 
may then say to yonresumptionists: “It is too late! It is too late! The 
harvest is past! Thesnmmerisended!’ The resumptionists say to us, 
What are your complaints? Why are you complaining? Weare now 
within 3 per cent. of resumption, and that small difference will soon 
be overcome! In the first place, we complain because you have made 
a large proportion of our bonded indebtedness, which was originally 
payable in currency, payable in gold and silver; and afterward, by 
your demonetizing the silver dollar, you rendered it impossible to 
meet that indebtedness only in gold. And we further complain that 
the laws under which this indebtedness accrued have been so changed 
in the interest of the creditor that the Government has been com- 

elled to pay, within the last ten years, on the 5.20 bonds alone, 
$1,000,000, 0 of interest, which could have been saved had the law 
creating that character of indebtedness not been changed, and the 
Government had been left to discharge that whole indebtedness, as it 
had the right to do under the original law, in five years after its own 
time. 

A dollar saved is said to be a dollar made. Would not that $1,000,- 
000,000 have reduced our national debt one-half and been a source of 

t relief to our people? Why was it not done? I ask the repub- 
Heats side of this House. You will not answer; I will for you. It 
was becanse your party was legislating more for the bondholder 
than for the bond-payer, more for the millionaires than for the mill- 
ions. Then, again, we complain that under the act of 1869 the 
3 of bonds issued by the Government from 1863 to 1868 
and sold by it for $1,211,557,910, an average price of sixty-six and 
two-thirds cents on the dollar, have been made payable in gold, prin- 
cipal and interest, at their face value, being 8640,87, 000 more than 
was paid forthem. The Government sustains this loss. Since these 
bonds have been issued the bondholders have realized in interest 
alone, and that, tov, in gold, a greater sum than was paid for them. 

The republican party is alone responsible for this immense loss 
to the people. It had the President, the Senate, and the lower House 
of Congress during all this vicious legislation. A loss of 51,640, 837,000! 
Is it wonderful that the poopie complain? Is it wonderful that“ hard 
times have followed upon the heels” of such legislation? The lead- 
ers of the republican party did this—nof its rank and file, they, like 
the democrats, are suftering from its terrible consequences and should 
join us or any party that will drive such men from power. 

Mr. Speaker, the present Secretary of the Treasury, John Sherman, 
was the originator of the infamous act of 1869 by which all bonds 
were made paranje in gold, and was and is the friend of all that legis- 
lation which has brought so much distress on our people, and is the 
author of the resumption act, that direful source of more ills to this 
country than all the wars, famines, and pestilences that we have ever 
had. Could all the sighs from the distressed, all the tears from the 
penniless, all the pains from the hungry, all the sorrows from the 
widows, and all the appeals from the orphans in this land produced 
by that act be materialized into wood or marble they would build a 
fit monument for such a man higher than Washington’s in this city, 
and from it, if voiced with speech, would go forth curses loud and 
deep, even saying in bitter language, John Sherman, thoy art the 
man’ who has desolated homes and driven thousands into crime.” 

It is said that a low, sad music is heard morning and evening pro- 
ceeding from the statue of Memnon, which causes all to weep who 
hear it. Would net John Sherman’s monument, built from base to 
summit from the wails and tears of the suffering, cause a flood of 
tears to flow from all those not shouting ‘‘on to specie payment,” 
not shouting for more blood, more gold. © West with her laboring 
masses have suffered almost intolerably under this 4 doe act, 
under the management of the finances of the country by the repub- 
lican party since the close of the war. Had that party pursued a dif- 
ferent course, had it in these halls listened to the complaints of the 
“workers of the land, the workers of and in machinery,” and to that 
immense number who labor for their “daily bread” as wage-hands, 
instead of listening with open ears to the y demands of the 
bankers at home and abroad, to the bondholders at home and abroad, 
to the contractionists at home and abroad, it would still be in power, 
not coy here but also over our wholeland. It followed the demands 
of Wall street, not that of the people, and to-day it is suffering the 


consequences. The Press, a leading republican paper published in 


Philadelphia, says in a leading editorial in its issue of the 9th, headed 
The campaign of 1877: 

In Pennsylvania and Ohio, too, the i ce of coal and iron interests has ren- 

dered a large number „ 3 — er at age mone- 

8 prevail. uring ew years. or wron: they are 
holing the 9 ip paaa party responsible for things it bas A or failed to de in 
connection with the transition from greenbacks to gold; and they havo taken ven- 
geance either by gpr: the democratic ticket, voting the labor and greenback 
8 or won acing to © polls, for financial legislation to which they attribute 
great personal m anes. 

We are not justifying these demonstrations, but endeavoring to discern the 
causes for revolutions in Ohio and Pennsylvania which were not accompanied by 
similar outbreaks in other Northern States. And aside from the poner local 
influences which have intensitied disaster at ial ts, wo are forced to the 
conclusion that wide-spread discontent with a nci policy for which the repub- 
lican party is justly or unjustly held responsible has hail a very powerful influence 
in bringing about the peculiar results of the remarkable compaign of 1877. 


From this teaching the democratic party should learn the lesson 
never to forget that a sovereign power remains in the people, and they 
right their own wrongs at the ballot-box in due season. The allure- 
ments of brilliant saloons, splendid feasts, and luxurious music, as pre- 
sented at this Capital by the rich and the adorned, should never 
tempt the Representatives of the people to forget their high obliga- 
tions, as but one moment's reflection is sufficient to convince any one 
that behind all this is concealed the motive that at last “ biteth like 
a serpent and stingeth like an adder.” “Fear the Greeks bearing 
presents.” We are, Mr. Speaker, at this time listening to the wails 
of a whole country over the death of Indiana’s great Senator. He 
had studied the consequences of this contraction system as ibly 
few had, and with a judgment almost Ae aia he foretold what 
they would be, in a speech delivered in the United States Senate be- 
fore the passage of this resumption law, which can be found in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, volume 2, part 3, page 2627. He said: 

Now, Mr. President, this debate has been going on for nearly four months, and 
no buman 1 in the Senate or out of it has been able to tell the country how wo 
can get the gold in one, two, three, four, or five with which to resume specie 
payments and maintain that resumption.” In view of that fact, I think it is time 

cease darkening counsel by talking about specie resumption. 

Mr. President, you cannot bring about specie 1 by simply cot tracting 
the greenbacka down to $300,000 000, and you will not depreciate their value by 

atting them up to $400,000,000. The people of this country have some sense. 

hey want enough mousy, but they donot waut any more. They want enough to do 
the bumncss of the country ; but they want enough to do that the are 
told they wil: get drunk, they will become ¢luttons. they will want $2 000,000,000! 
The very argument is an impeachment of the intellicence of Congress snd of the 
le of the United States. They know that population has increased ; they 
ow that the country hes been developed; they w that business has been 
vastly increased and that more currency is demanded, end because they ask an 
increase just adequate to this increase of demand, we are met with the cry of iufla - 
pseu eemable paper,” the country is to be ruined," and somebody 1s to be 
seared! 

Why, sir, onl Tsawina inent New York that infla- 
tion 5 war. 1 it, air 82 emn editorial we are tid that inflation 
is war, and that the Atlantic States will take up arms to prevent this 
increase of tho currency. There is to be a grand army of contraction brought into 
the field. I had better call it an army looking out for contracts. We are told that 
this measure will be resisted by force of arms. I need not argue whether there is 
anything in this threat; but it is quite as reasonable and as proper as much that 
has been said here in the Senate. 9 —— le want a little more currene 
to meet the wants of business and want free „ We are told that we 
Sg Peg ao the greenbacks! 

President, we will come to specie payments when we can. There is no use 
of talking about it now. You have not the gold, and you cannot itin one, two, 
three, or four years, and no tors upon this floor, however able they = be, 
have been able to tell us whero the gold can come from. We might as well quit 
talking about that for the time being. The lo want a little more currency. 
They believe it will be good for them, and eve it. T believe it will revive 
business all over this nation. I believe that business will „ 
influence of a promise like that, just as the grass and the flowers will grow under 
the spring showers, 


Governor Morton always was with the ple and acted for the 

poopie. His words are as true to-day as when uttered ; the only dif- 

erence is that our people are in worse condition to-day than when 
he made that speech in the Senate, 

The resumptionists say we are within 3 per cent, now of gold; why 
not go on to a specie basis; why not overcome that small differ- 
ence between currency and gold? I wish the fact could be accom- 
plished as easily as the question is asked, and with as little detri- 
ment to the country. It is no new question. The same one once 
bankrupted Eugland, as harmless as it appears to be, increased its 
standing army to put down its laboring-men appealing for bread, and 
it will reach the same end here if 5 to its desired conclusion. 
It is precisely the same question that Peel and Ricardo put to the 
English Parliament when they passed the act of 1819, saying, as John 
Sherman and David A. Wells are daily doing, that, as gold and paper 
are at a difference of less than 3 per cent.—and that to be divided 
over fourteen months—why not go forward to that date and that 
consummation without disturbing the law? England tried to over- 
come that difference of percen in 1819, in four a and in 
doing it her values were reduced 60 cent. and in addition to 
that depletion thirty-five thonsand soldiers were added to the avail- 
able force of the British nation to enforce the overcoming of the 
difference between 3 and 5 cent.; and, as Judge KELLEY, of 
Penusylvania, says, the terrible stories of Peterloo, Bristol and other 
manufacturing towns, in which the starving people resisted the troops 
of England, tell the terrible results of the experiment. If history is 
but a great book of examples, some to follow and otbers to avoid. 
why follow those we should avoid and avoid those we should follow? 
Shall we pursue the example of England, and force by legislation 
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the difference of percentage now existing between gold and green- 
backs to an equality? Before Airos ni it further, listen to the 
teachings of history and from it learn lessons of wisdom. The same 
cause always produces the same effect, whether here or elsewhere, 
and to hope or expect otherwise is but the dream of a madman. Let 
us follow the teachings of history farther, and learn stronger lessons 
why we should — 88 this resumption law. I quote after the most 
eloquent gentleman on this floor, Mr. EWING, of Ohio. 


A STRIKING PARALLEL—THE BRITISH RESUMPTION LAW. 


That I do not err in attributing the business disasters of the past few years to 
the measures for specio payments, nor exaggerate the evils in store for us if this 
resumption law be executed, is shown by the history of resumption in England 
after her war with Napoleon, which is a striking parallel to our own experience. 

Great Britain suspended specio payment from 1797 (in effect) to, 182}—twenty- 
six years. That sns ion enabled her to conduct her great war and send vast 
sums of gold to the Continent to pay troops and aid allies without the slightest 
disturbance of her home currency, and during that war her home industries and 
her foreign commerce grew more as in any equal of her bistory. . 
leon said she conquered him with her spindles." The war ended in 1816. T 

per issues wero large, credits extended, and the banks unprepared for resump- 
ton; but the cry was raised, On to specie payments.“ Accordingly, in 1819, four 


7 * after tho close of the war, an act was passed to resume specio payment in 


giving tho British pops ust as long a notice as has been given us. 
ek ae Alison, tory of Europe, (second series, volume 3, pages 
„145. says: 


“ Tho effects of this extraordinary piece of legislation were soon apparent. The 
industry of the nation was 1 congealed, as a flowing stream is by the se- 
vority of an arctic winter. The alarm became as universal and wide-spread az 
contidence and activity had recently been. Tho country bankers, who had advanced 
largely on the stocks of goods imported, refused to continue their support to their 
customers, and they were forced to bring their stocks into the market. Prices iu 
consequence fell rapidly; that of cotton, in particular, sank in three months to half 
its former level. The entire circulatiou of England fell from $232,000,000 in 1818 
to $174,000,000 in 1820, and in tho succeeding year it sank as low as $142,000,000. 

“ The effects of this sudden and prodigious contraction of the currency were soon 
ap “ut, and they rendered the next three years a od of ceaseless distress and 
suffering in the British Islands. The accommodation granted by bankers dimin- 
ished so much in consequence of the obligation laid upon them to pay in specie, 
which was not to be got, that the paper under discount at the Bank of Engiand, 
which in 1815 had been $103,3.0,000, sank in 1820 to $23,350,000, and in 1821 to 
$13,610,000, The effect upon prices was not less immediate or appalling. They 
declined in , withia six months, to half their former amount, and remained 
at that low level for the next three 7 Distress was universal in the latter 
months of 1819, and that distrust and discouragement were felt in all branches of 
industry which aro at once the forerunner and the causo of disaster." 

Dou v. in his Financial, Monetary, and Statistical History of England, says: 
| “We have already seen the fall iu prices produced by the immense narrowing of 
the paper circulation. The distress, ruin, and bankruptey which now took place 
were uni affecting the great interests both of land and trado; but especially 
among landlords, whose estates were burdened by coin As settlements, legacies, 
and the gure the effects were most marked. In hund of cases, from the tre- 
mendous reduction which took place in the price of land, the estates barely sold 
eat pasen as would pay off the mortgages, and the owners were stripped of all 
un 0 90 

In 1822, three years after the passage of the resumption act, and one year before 
it was to go into full effect, the distress of all the industrial classes became g0 t 
that a committee of the House of Commons was appointed to consider tho subject, 
which reported that, in consequence, not of “ over production or“ over-trading,” 
ay was alleged by the bullionists, but solely of the contraction of the enrenar re- 
sulting from the mere of the act, a contraction in threo years of 40 per 
cent. occurred, The price of labor and all its products, with scarcely an excep- 
tion, had fallen in a 8. pe proportion. The committee farther say: 

In the midst of this fall of prices what operation in business cou): 
without loss or ruin? There has been no form in which the capital of 
Chant, none in which the capital of the manufacturer, could bo invested without 
tbe half of it being sacrificed during this calamitous period. We have been 
thrown back upon a condition of society in which all industry and enterprise have 
been rendered cious or ruinous, and where no property is safe unless hoarded 
in the shape of money or lent to others on a double security.” 

The result was that the theorists and usurers of Great Britain were compelled, 
a year before their act of resumption was to go into effect, to amend one of its 
most distressing features providing for the extinction of the small notes—a pro- 
3 into our resumption law—by extending the time of their retirement 


Fellow-citizens! if there be value to us in the experienco of other nations, 
does not this page of British history warn us against attempting resumption b 
contracting the currency after the plan of her usurers and theorists? She at- 
tempted it when gold was but 3 per cent. premium and her circulation but two 
8 and thirty-two millions. Ricardo, the oracle of the bullionists, said it 
would do no — injury to any one, as it merely involved the raising of the 
value of paper 3 aot cent., while the event proved that it involved a contraction 

t 


o mer- 


of 45 per cent. of the wholo currency, and the conseqnent reduction of credits, 
brioging in its train the ruin of manufacturers, tradesmen, merchants, farmers, 


and the de, of the laboring masses to pauperism. 
M. Léon Say, the French minister of finance, cites the disasters to the industries 
8 3 de from oe act of 3 as a warning to France a 

x at present a time for specie payment, thou er currency is at 

gold and her people hold more of the precious rir than any other er sagt Our 
heorists and usurers are leading us by the same path to even greater misfortunes 
than befell Great Britain. as our currency is over three times that of hers when 
her resumption act was passed, the poa on gold five times greater, and tho 
reduction of the currency, instead o! pang n milliens, will be over five hun- 
dred millions. The holders of the public funds forced resumption there as here. 
The second Peel, whom the Irish Catholics called Orange Peel,” was the mouth- 
poe of the bullionists, who advocated the bill in the name of the public honor.“ 
His patriot father said to him when it was passed: Robert, you have made the 
fortunes of your family, but ruined your country.” 


Is this not enough to enlighten the resumptionists ? 

If the law remains unrepealed, no man can tell us in exact terms 
what the result will be. We know how great the depression has 
been for years, and what upheavals in labor and trade have followed; 
and if that depression, increased in momentum and heaviness by the 
passage of time, continues much longer, you may expect to hear from 
all parts of the producing country the reiteration of the last words 
of Indiana’s great Senator: 

Iam dying; I am worn out. 


And then, Mr. Speaker, the consequences will proclaim their own 
despair. The destroyed confidence, the destroyed commerce, the âc- 
stroyed energies, and the destroyed purity of the ballot-box of this 
country, produced by the vicious legislation of the republican party 
since the war, rests heavily upon the whole land, turning out of em- 
ployment three millions of bib st ia ag into enforced idleness, as esti- 
mated by Harpers’ Very: at a daily loss of two and one quarter 
millions of do or $700,000,000 per year. And the ghosts of this 
destruction are appearing to that party at every: election as bruising 
irons of wrath, and proclaiming in its ear— 


Let me sit heavy on thy soul to-morrow. 


The evils of past legislation can be partially remedied now by re- 
suming the coinage of the silver dollar and by repealing this oppres- 
sive resumption law. This legislation is the desideralum demanded 
by the country, and nothing less will satisfy that demand. The East 
is not the whole conntry. The bondholders and capitalists, who are 
daily seen in these halls denouncing in bitter speech the friends 
of silver and the enemies of the resumption law are not all the - 
ple of this country, nor will the wisdom of the country vanish when 
they depart. They seek their own interests; they are the friends of 
the country as long as they are permitted to gather in rich harvests 
from fields plan by otbers; they love the Government and pro- 
tect its flug as long as they are e instruments of their own pur- 
poses; they have voted and will vote for any ticket that will open 
the Treasury of the United States to them, however much the whole 
conntry may suffer from such invasion. 

It iş time these gentlemen now learned the lesson that these rob- 
beries must cease and that equal legislation must be had for the 
whole; that to pay them in greenbacks now is no more dishonest than 
it was for them to pay the Government for its bonds in greenbacks 
or their equivalent years ago ; that it is no more dishonest to restore 
the old silver dollar to the bimetallic system and pay all debts with 
it than it was to destroy its use; that it is no more dishonest to avail 
ourselves of the cheaper coin (if such an one exists) with which to 
pay all debts than it is for them to demand their dues in the dearer 
coin; that it is no more dishonestin us to say we will give you green- 
backs and silver than it is for them to say “No, we must have the 

ld,” when not a single contract of theirs was made on a gold 

asis, all made on that of the currency and coin of the country. We 
are ready to 3 our part of the contract, and we ask you to 
form yours, demanding nothing more of us than was “ nominated in 
the bond.” 

We are willing to be bound by the original contracts as contempo- 
raneously explained and interpreted, but are not willing to submit 
to those fraudulent changes in the laws which turned our bonds into 
an indebtedness of gold, and banished from use the only real dollar 
of the Government. A demand for the continued enforcement of 
those laws is surrounded by a greater danger than you gentlemen of 
the East anticipate. I warn you of the coming storm in words of 
candor and 8 

I am not in favor of lawlessness of any character, whether carried 
on by an individual or an organization of individuals; no apologist 
for crime of any species; no sympathy for any movement that 
for its object the subversion of social order. I, as an individual, have 
no right to strike down or take possession of the property of another 
without his consent or without due consideration. Nevertheless this 
lawlessness is in our midst; the spirit of strikes is abroad in the land; 
labor societies, reform societies, greenback parties, repudiation soci- 
eties are in vigorous existence from one end of our land to the other. 
We cannot shut our eyes as legislators to that fact, and if evil is to 
spring from such associations, let us seek the cause of their existence 
and apply the remedy. All agitations such as these have a primary 
cause. 

The strikes against the railroads arose not so much from a disposi- 
tion on the part of those e to violate law, as such, to destro 
from a wicked motive the property of the companies, as it was a cul- 
mination at the vital points, or rather the wea ints, of our indus- 
tries, of the discontents and slumbering dissatisfaction of the whole 
laboring element of the country, whether fireman, brakeman, engi- 
neer, mechanic, artisan, or farmer, against the worst system of na- 
tional legislation on those measures that give peace or war to society 
that ever disgraced a statute-book. In consequence of such le 
tion our whole country has N as a man diseased from head to 
foot. Two hundred railroads have passed into the hands of receiv- 
ers, their defaulted bonds aggregating seven hundred and ninet, 
millions; those roads not in the bands of receivers, overloaded wit 
debt and unable to pay their laborers living prices. Seven thousand 
industries perished in 1875; eight thousand in 1876; nine thousand 
in 1877, with an aggregate liability of $1,400,000,000. Is there no 
cause for all this, or are we to shut our eyes, as an alarmed child pass- 
ing through the dark, and say, Ob, it is only weeding out the weak 
concerns, and now we shall have trade on a firm basis; itis only 
trade adjusting itself to the times? 

No, sir, not that at all. It is the legitimate consequences of the 
contraction under Secretaries McCulloch, Richardson, Bristow, Mor- 
rill, and John Sherman; is the legitimate consequences of the repub- 
lican leaders in Congress, acting in behalf of the bondholders instead 
of the masses of the people, instead of the whole country. It is the 
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legitimate nences of the withdrawal from the channels of trade 
and commerce of $870,000,000 of the people’s currency since 1868, It is 
the legitimate consequences of the infamous acts of 1869 and 1873, 
whereby our bonds and debts are made payable in gold. Itis the 
legitimate consequences of the resumption act of 1875, which we are 
now seeking to repeal. And it is the legitimate consequences of the 
combined republican ee in the interest of a as against 
the country since the close of the war. Every interest in the land 
has shrunk and withered under the touch of their corrupt and cor- 
rupting sway, as a man’s body slowly withers and grows weaker under 
reckless habits and vicious appetites. 

The leaders of that party,“ with an eye only on the main chance“ 
cold, ernel, stern, and pitiless to the appeals of a suffering country— 
have, for selfish ends, “stricken down the prosperity of the nation, 
so that they might clutch the mere entsof the wreck.” To-day, 


this very hour, when we of the West and South are making a fight 
destined to be historic, far from our constituency, in the very midst 
of the moneyed power of the East, against the resumption law, and in 


favor of the silver dollar, these halls are filled to suffocation with 
bankers, brokers from New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, Govern- 
ment pimps, and foreign money-changers, reeking in their robberies 
of our people under the infamous laws which they conspired to pass, 
and, with countenances as meek and rosy as him who sold his Master 
for thirty pieces of silver, are denouncing us as repudiationists and 
enemies of the public credit. What a band of sweet-scented saints 
they are! Elijah’s chariot should be ordered at once for them, and 
they be permitted to put on “ their golden slippers, and blood-washed 
garments.” 

We see them as they pass from the Senate to the House and from 
the House to the Senate, under two old chiefs, W they 
move, their pious ejaculations in Shylock’s most vigorous language, 
invoking the wrath of the saints upon the folly of the people; one, 
with the corners of his mouth drawn down and his fore-finger laid be- 
side his nose, drawling out “Plight-ed faith,” while his companion, 
closing one eye and the other lifted upward, responds, The na-tion's 
sacred honor.” Those stock actors in the rear exclaim, The cred-it of 
the Govern-ment!” Holy band! in what travail you are over a stiff- 
necked and perverse generation of the people’s Representatives! 

Why is this band of gentlemen here? Why have they left their 
counters and cash-rooms to play the lobbyists in this Congress against 
Bland’s silver bill; that bill that has given its modest and resolute 
author a reputation all over the land, worthy of the great battle that 
ho has so persistently oe for the rights of the peng for the last 
fifteen months in this Hall? Read this article from the Saint Louis 
Republican, and you will then have a proper gauge of the virtue of 
these starving patriots: 


NEW YORK LOBBYISTS AND THE SILVER BILL. 


t 8 brought to bear against the silver bill in Congress illustrates 
the nature of the influences that have shaped our financial legislation for the last 
fifteen years, and the disadvantages under. which the West has to actin the na- 
tional capital. The silver bill has passed the House and is now before the Senate 
Committee on Finance. The castern banking interest is hostile to it, andthe New 
York Chamber of Commerce has sent a delegation to Washington to e with the 
committee against it, and to give the æèasons, or pretended reasons, why it should 
not be passed by the Senate. Wo do not hear of any western delegation at Wash- 
ington ange ne with. the committee why the bill should be passed, although the 

plo of the West and South, who are greatly in favor of it, are more in 

frits fate than the New York and Now England bankers. We do not learn that 
western and southern merchants, bankers, and farmers have sent de s to 
the Federal capital to lobby for the bill, as the New York delogation is lobbying 

it. New York is only a few hours distant from Washington. Its mer- 
chants and banker: are in the habit of cory: with promptness and decision in all 
matters in which they are concerned, and this silver question is one in which they 
havo a good deal of concern, since it involves the point whether they shall be paid 
$108 or only §10) for every $100 of national, western, and southern indebtedness 


they hold. 
eons the first, the New York and New England interests have regarded the sil- 
ver question from a creditor point of view. They hold the bulk of national bonds 
held in this country, and, in addition, they hold the bulk of State, county, and 
railroad bonds. A few days ago it was stated that there were held in New York 
City southern and western State and municipal bonds e to the amount of 
$500,000,000. Add to this the national and railroad bonds held in the East, and the 
amount will bo not less than $1,000,000,000. Nearly all this enormous amount of 

ligations was contracted before silver was demonetized and when dollars meant 
silver dollars; that is, it was made prs either in lawfnl money or standard coin 
time of the contract. But in 1873 the silver 


ing act wae 
holding — Aa by which virtually this vast indebtedness became payable, not in 
and per cent. more than silver. 


The urgen 


ds more 


ists. They must rely solely on the 
tors and 5 to protect their ri 
representatives will fight the battle 


Bold, able, truthful words. 

You have played upon former Con with your “loaded dice. 
your marked cards,in financial strategy,” but that day is over, and 
we admonish you to set your houses in order, for the shadow has gone 
backward on the dial of the ple, and their lives, their property, 
their homes, must be p There is a point at which all op- 


pressions must else revolutions follow with terrific forces and 
results. Believe it if you choose, act upon it as you please, the de- 
termination will be ours, the consequences yours; and rest assured 
that if other burdens are heaped upon us without our consent, we 
will s le for relief as a brave and honest people should, and that 
under the law, which if not obtained to-day, we hope will be to-mor- 
row. Armies can conquer armies, can rest Lapin fir a people, but 
they cannot collect taxes,” cannot vitalize your bonds if you p the 
people beyond their payment. Iam ne repudiator, no wild inflation- 
ist, no ro , no lunatic, as your papers call us; nor do I represent a 
constituency of that character. e believe in paying under the con- 
tract, under the law by which the debts were created, every dol- 
lar, every cent that the Government owes, principal and interest, 
whether it be to our own people or to those abroad. We must pro- 
tect the credit of the Government by protecting the capacity of the 
people to pay. Theystand “one and inseparable.” The credit of the 
people is the substance, that of the Government the shadow; when the 
first fails the latter vanishes into thin air. 
While stands the mm, Rome shall stand; 


Colise: 
When falls the Coli Rome shall fall. 
And when Rome falls—the world. 


I utterly repudiate repudiation in any shape, in any form, whether 
by the bondholder or the tax-payer. It is a wrong, and a costly 
wrong. It should not be countenanced for a moment by the friends 
of law, order, and overnment. Give us the facilities to pa 
the national bonds and debt that we had when issued, and they will 
be paid to the utmost farthing, and then you will have received by 
the incomes in the value of the money more than in equity belongs 
to you. The National Union, of this city, of the 15th instant, has an 
article of much force, from which I present the following extract, 
and this paper is said to be the Administration organ: 


Now, if a debt was contracted on Monday and paid on Tuesday, the dollar was of 
about the same value at the time of contract as at the time of payment, and neither 
debtor nor creditor was injured. Even the lapse of a few weeks or months — SE 
make no appreciable difference. But if a debt had been contracted when the dollar 


less than he bad 
they were dollars of smaller value. Again, if a debt was contracted when a dollar 
to be paid when it will buy a 


would buy only two-thirds of a day's labor, and has 

whole oars the creditor gots back more than he gave; for, although he re- 
ceives only the stipulated D of dollars, they are of rane ere valuo. 
The product of one hundred days' labor obtained on credit when were at 


the smaller value, would create a debt of $150, but to pay that debt when dollars 


have advanced to the higher rate the debtor must give the product of one hundred 
and fifty days’ labor. 


This illustrates what has actually been ng for the last ten or twelve years. 
The dollar in which the transactions of tee 5 conducted has been gradu- 


crease since 1865, as measured by 
power has increased in fully 


tion, ties, and 
viduals and private corporations—have all ctically been augmented by 50 
= inal amount, The number of dollars NN Nee 
dollar is 50 per cent. greater than it was at the earlier date. 


You say to us that the nearer we approach to a gold basis the 
greater will be our prosperity. Situated as we are now, I deny the 
proposition, and say, that history, foreign or domestic, does not prove 
it. I present this table for consideration : 

Mr. KELLEY. I beg the gentleman—— 

Mr. HARRISON. I wish now to make a few remarks myself. 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask leave of the gentleman to produce a work 
which will not take three minutes. 

Mr. HARRISON. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. KELLEY. I happened to have gone, while my friend from 
Towa [Mr. PRICE] was speaking, to the Library, and I have in my 
hands Tallis’s Illustrated Atlas of Modern History of the World, edited 
by R. Montgon Martin, -; published for John Tallis & Co. 
London and New York, 1851. I read from it the pertinent portion of 


a table showing the year, the volume of bank paper in circulation, 
and the effects. I find myself sustained by these figures and state- 
ments, which are as follows: 


Distress. 
} Great distress; county 
meetings cauing for relief. 


} Great prosperity and spec- 


Having presented this table from English history, now let me show 
you its counterpart in our own 3 

The following statement, compiled by an intelligent gentleman 
formerly in the United States Treasury, (Mr. Alexander Delmar,) 
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shows the effects of expansion and contraction in this country from 


1832 to the present time to be as follows: 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Much has been said in this discussion of the 
amount of currency and coin in France and the prosperity which pre- 
vails in that country. Upon that subject Mr. Delmar says: 

France has a population of thirty-three millions and a national of 
$2,000,000,000, or more than $60 28 We have not half that amount, with a 
population of forty millions, {I may add nearly forty-five millions,) with a per capita 


F France is prosperous and we are pressed beyond en- 
jurance, 


If we have had a terrible war, so has France. If our national re- 
sources were exhausted, so were those of France. What makes the 
1 s hat th in d 

avin own that the country was in a prosperous condition 
when 8 was abundant and when scarce it was on the verge of 
bankruptcy, now let me take you one other step to show this House 
and the people the hollowness and utter fallacy of the that 
the remonetization of silver and the repeal of this resumption act 
we are en in “ are despicable schemes of robbery as ever appealed 
to the baser passions of man.” Robbery in what? In restoring the 
three kinds of money that were in existence and used by these gentle- 
men when our debts were created ; iu giving us the privilege of pay- 
ing these debts, public and private, in the same money in which t 
debts were created. hat was the currency value of gold and the 
gold value of the currency at the time the debts were created, and 
what now are important things to understand in order to ascertain 
if we arerobbing them or they us? There was not one of the bonds 
issued when greenbacks were not worth much less than now. Here 
is the value given year by year, month for month : 


} CURRENCY VALUE OF GOLD. 
Table showing the value in currency of $100 in gold in the New York market, by months, quarter 28 half years, calendar years, and fiscal years, 
iott, 


from January 1, 1852, to August 31, 1877, both inclusive; prepared by E. B. 


š 


1025| 145.1 155.5 134.6 
103.5 | 160.5 153.6 137.4 
101.8 154.5 162.9 135.0 
101.5 151.5 1727 135. 6 
103 3 | 148.9 | 176.3 137.0 
106.5 | 144.5 210.7 137.5 
115.5 | 130.6 | 253.1 139. 4 
114.5 135.8 | 2541 140.8 
118.5 1342 2225 143.4 
128.5 | 147.7 | 207.2 143.5 
131.1 148.0 | 133.5 139. 6 
132 3151.1 227.5 134.8 
102.6 153.4 159.0 135.7 
103.8 | 143.3 | 186.6 138. 7 
116.2 | 130.2 | 244.9 141.2 
130.6 | 145.9 | 2227 139.3 
103.2 | 1548) 1728 136. 2 
123.4 | 139.6 | 233.8 140.3 
1133 | 145.2 | 203.3 133 2 

137.1 | 156.2 141. 0 


United States Treasury. 


138.5 | 135.6 106.3 
141.4 | 134.4 105.4 
139.5 | 134.3 104.8 
138.7 | 1329 106.2 
139.6 | 139.2 106.9 
140.1 | 138.1 105, 4 
142:7 | 136.1 105. 4 
145.5 134.2 k 105. 0 
143.6 | 136.8 103.3 
137.1 | 130.2 1128 113.2 | 113,2 108.9 1100) 1164] 109.7)........ 
134.4 | 126.2 111.4 111.2 1129 1086) 110.9) 1147) 109.11. 
135.9 121.5 110.7] 109.3 1122) 1100 111.7 113.9 107.9 
129.8 1338) 117.8 105.5 
1395 | 136.7] 113 6 106.2 
143.9 | 135.7] 116.5 104.6 
135.6 | 126.0 | 111.6 | 111.2 1128 109.2) 110.9 115.0 108.9 
139.6 | 135.3 | 1157 105.9 
139.8 | 130.8 | 114.0 y 121.1 113.4 111.9 110.3] 114.8 109.92 
139.7 | 133 0 144.9) 111.7 1124 113.8 11.2 1142 111.5 - 
139.9 | 137.5 123.3 107.9 


GOLD VALUE OF CURRENCY. 


Table showing the value in gold of $100 in 


BESERRSSZHERRERERRS 
2——2———— 82252 
2222787572232 
228828758222882525885 
822827282252 
2282273552282 55 


It is important to study and understand these tables in compre- 
hending the issues between the North and the East upon the one side 
of this controversy and the West and South upon the other. It would 
be wise to avoid all questions of a local nature which are calculated 
to stir up sectional feelings and sectional interests, warned by the 
past ; but these issues have been forced npon the West and South by 
the other sections by cruel legislation, and we must either resist now 
and save a part or submit farther and lose all. Since and d 
the war those sections and the Government, by the machinations o 
shrewd financiers, have been overloaded with an immense indebted- 
ness in a currency when cheapest not averaging over forty-nine and 
a half cents in gold value; and we now ask to ge that indebt- 
edness (under t law in force when created) in the same quality of 
currency, which by a combination of events is now within 2 cent. 
of gold value, Is there a wrong in this? If so, where? The same 
currency is worth twice as much to-day as when the debts were 
created. These gentlemen want ce and say we are dishonest 
because we do not give it to them ld is worth more than currency, 
and currency than silver under its present disability. If they bald 


in the New York market, by months 
from January 1, 1862, to August 31, 1877, both inclusive; prepared by E. B: 


1862. | 1863. | 1864. | 1865. | 1866. | 1667. | 1868 | 1669. | 1870. 1671. 


rter years, half years, calendar years, and fiscal years 
E. B. Elliott, United States Treasury. | m 


1876. | 1877. 
72.7 73.7 82.4 90.3 91.7 88.7 89. 7 88. 9 88. 6 94.0 
70.7 74.4 83.7 89. 7 90. 7 87.6 89.1 87.3 88.2 84.8 
71.7 76. 2 88. 8 90. 1 80. 8 86.6 89 2 86.6 87.5 95. 4 
22.1 75.2 88.4 90. 4 90. 0 84.9 82.2 87.1 88. 5 94.2 
71. 6 71 8 87. 2 89. 7 88.0 65. 0 89.9 86.3 88. 8 93 5 
71.4 72.4 $8.6 89. 0 87. 8 85 3 90.0 85.4 88.9 94.9 
70.1 73.5 85.0 89. 0 87.5 £5. 4 91.0 87.2 89.4 94.9 
68.7 74.5 84.8 £9.0 87.4 86.7 91.2 88.1 89. 9 95.2 
09. 6 73.1 87.1 87.3 88.1 88.7 91.2 86.4 90.9 96.8 
72.6 76.8 88 7 88. 3 88. 3 91 8 91.0 85.9 91.2 — 
74.4 79.2 89. 8 89.9 88. 6 92.1 90. 2 87.5 91.1 
74.0 82.3 90.4 91.5 89.1 90.9 B9. 6 87.8 92 6 |........ 
71.5 14.7 84.9 90. 0 91.0 87. 6 89. 3 87.6 88.1 94.8 
71.7 73.2 88. 0 89.7 88.6 85.3 89.0 86.3 88.7 94.2 
69.5 737 85 8 88. 4 87. 6 87. 3 91.1 87.2 90. 1 95.6 
73.7 79.4 £9.6 90. 0 87.7 $1.6 90.2 87.0 SLB fcis 
71.6 739 86.4 89.8 89.8 86.4 89.2 86. 9 88. 4 94.4 
71.5 76. 5 87. 7 80. 2 88. 2 89.4 90. 7 87.1 90 9 |........ 
21.6 75.2 87.0 89.5 89. 0 87.9 89.9 87.0 89,8 |...-..-. 
71.5 727 81.1 88. 7 89. 4 87. 3 80.3 88. 8 87.8 92.7 


a bond against a man payable in either currency or silver, they, in 
their honest N would demand the currency. Why? Because 
it ae most valuable. They watch such tables closely. Should we 
not 

And yet how they hate silver. Their— 

in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Doth glance from caves rent: from pon. 70 to heaven, 
when you mention it—so base, so vulgara metal! And still they 
say we are dishonest because we seek to pay them in the cheapest 
money, and soy are honest because they undertake to make us pay 
in dearest! How blind we often are to our own faults. 
When self the wavering balance holds 
' Tis rarely right adjusted. 

In this great financial contest we from the West have been abused 
by the New York dailies without stint or measure, although we have 
carried on the debate with marked propriety. The New 


ork Herald 

of the 15th, says: 
The West bas Jong since shown itself destitute of honor or tude, and almost 
of conscicnce or common sense, The hot-bed of rank her- 


West has been a 


490 


esies ever since the close of the war. The South was never at any time more full- 
ted in Washington a fanatical and lunatic pro-slavery set than is the 


est at t by a and lunatic set of silver repndiationists. It is now 
proposed to awindle private creditors and cheat the national bondholders by coin- 

E -two dollars worth of silver bullion into a hundred silver dollars and 
make such a debased money a tender for the discharge of all obligations. 


May I ask what those “ national bondholders” gave for their bonds? 
Only about sixty-five cents on the dollar and several puritanical 
yers thrown in for the safety of the Government, and that it may 
fe torther plucked by the Lord’s anointed. We care not, Mr. 
Speaker, for this abuse; it is Baalam’s hired curses. Patrick Henry 
once “ God never did make one set of men to ride booted and 
marred over the necks of their fellows.” We should teach New 
ork that our great section of the country is independent of it in trade 
and commerce, and that our productions would seek the markets of 
the world by the great southern outlet, or through the harbor at- 
Baltimore, and that our goods could and would be brought in marts 
of trade other than that city, Such an independence would be alike 
rofitable and honorable, and would teach that imperial city that 
t was not “ monarch of all it surveyed.” 

It should be the desire of all to see the whole country prosper alike, 
encouraging that legislation that would bring peace and prosperity 
and discouraging that that brings want anddiscontent. These Eastern 
men abuse us in unmeasured language in their prints because we pro- 
tect by our votes ourown sections of the country. They ask us todesert 
our people, in their poverty and distress, and rally around their flag, 
which floats over palatial mansions, gorgeous homes, and bond-filled 
banks! No, sirs; we will not; we will not! We choose rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of the West and South, those bold, brave, 

erous people, whose blood commingled together as water on every 
Battlefield in this country, whose interests are bound ther by 
climate, by soil, by affinities, by rails, and by water, whose hopes and 
destinies aré one, than to enjoy the pleasures of such sin for a season. 
You may continue that abuse if satisfactory to you, but at the same 
time you must remember you are but widening the breach, but add- 
ing fuel to the flames, but opening the flood-gates, but driving all 
men together in those sections, but closing the mouths of your own 
friends and giving bold speech to your enemies, and soon a new rev- 
elation will be beard from every hill-top and valley in those sections, 
which will make your cheeks blanch and your tongues cleave to 
the roofs of your mouth. Think not that political lines divide us on 
the great question at issue here. 

We are a united ple, with immense capacities for good or evil 
when so united, and we hope that we will be so dealt with and that 
we will so deal with yoo as to produce the test good to the greatest 
number of the people. The repeal of this law and the restoration of 
the silver dollar are not sectional ee are purely in the do- 
main of political economy, as ones of policy, benefits, and propriety, 
and should excite the animosities of no one against those holding 
opposing views; only excite calm and deliberate discussion. We, on 
this side of the Chamber, believe that the law should be repealed; 
that it is yet more full of evils, as it approaches its execution, than 
it has been in the past; that its path will be strewn with wrecked 
business, broken homes, and broken hearts; that its enforcement will 
concentrate capital in the hands of the few at the expense of the 
many; that it will take from our land 


The voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 


If the silver dollar is restored, if the resumption law is repealed, if 
a sufficient amount of currency is put in circulation, not only enough to 
transact but to create business, and with fruitful crops fora few years 
more, then it is my belief that and cheerfulness would crown 
our whole land; capital and labor, each dependent upon the other, 
as the vessel is upon the steam, would join hand in hand, cach respon- 
sive to the other, and in their grand march to prosperity both would 
keep step to the music of the Union.” 

Mr. ERT. Mr. Speaker, I have not the time, and I do not 
8 to argue this question at i but I desire to explain that 
while I shall vote for the pending bill, I am yet in favor of resump- 
tion—resumption in gold and silver—at the earliest practicable mo- 
ment. But I do not believe we can afford to continue the process of 
contraction, and I vote for this bill to take away from the Secretary 
of the Treasury that power which he claims the right to exercise 
under the resumption act. This, Mr. Speaker, is a great question, 
full of debate, and we should approach its consideration in a spirit 
of fairness and candor. The heated discussions we have heard dur- 
ing the progress of this debate, the crimination and recrimination 
indul in on this floor, warn us that this money question is full of 

er to the country, and should be settled soon and settled forever. 

Sir, so long as the value of our dollar continues the subject of legis- 
lation and self-interest continues to be the mainspring of human 
action, this inevitable consequence must follow: e debtor will 
continue to clamor at the doors of Con for more dollars with 
which to pay his debts, and the creditor will contend here for in- 
creasing, by contraction, the value of the dollars that are due him. 
In other words, the debtor is logically an inflationist, the ereditor in- 
exorably a contractionist ; and such they will siwaju Do while Con- 
gress legislates on the subject. This single consi tion is to my 
mind absolutely fatal to any scheme of inconvertible currency to 
any system of paper money not founded on coin. 
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Let us once establish the doctrine that Government can manufac- 
ture meney and never be called upon to redeem it in coin, that thero 
is no limit to this power of making money by printing other than the 
legislative will, and the conflict between the debtor and the creditor 
classes throughout this country and in this Hallis from that moment 
irrepressible. Demagogues will seek to array labor against capital ; 
capital will seek to influence legislation by bribery, and God only 
knows what would be the result of such a conflict. The human 
mind can only darkly picture that labor could never be sure of its 
reward, that capital would flee from our land, while the demagogue 
and the corruptionist would riot, amid the ruins of our civilization. 

Sir, you cannot build to its proposed height yonder monument to 
Washington unless its base be upon asolid foundation ; and you can- 
not build a system of national currency upon the shifting quicksands 
of public opinion. 

olding these views, Mr. Speaker, I could not condemn, but must 
heartily approve any honest, well-conceived effort on the part of out 
Government to return to specie payments ; to give the people a stablo 
currency; to make a paper do convertible into a coin dollar; to 
take this question out of politics forever and relegate it to those 
natural, healthful, and beneficent laws of supply and demand estab- 
lished by our Creator and not to be changed by man. 

But, sir, though when weset out for specie payments we may be 
sure our faces are turned in the right direction, we must be care‘ul of 
the steps we take. We must not go too fust. The is desirable, 
but we may reach it at too fearful a sacrifice. ntlemen must 
stop and consider. When enterprise everywhere languishes; when 
labor is begging for employment; when property is shrinking at tho 
rate of 20 percent. per annum; when savings banks, where tho 
poor have put away their pittances, are bursting on all sides of us; 
when capitalists lock up their millions in their vaults, and their tens 
of millions in the Treasury of the United States, as Mr. Sherman tells 
us in his Mansfield speech they do, and all, as every man knows, 
because they are waiting for the day when a dollar will buy more 
than it will buy now, surely, Mr. 8 er, gentlemen on the other 
side of this question, if they would have us go forward at the rate 
Mr. Sherman would earry us, ought to indulge in argument and not 
in invective against the millions of suffering debtors who are cry- 
ing for a halt. 

am sometimes reminded when I contemplate this relentless march 
to specie payments, which was begun by Secretary McCulloch eleven 
years ago, of Napoleon’s “on to Moscow.“ The almost impassable 
roads, the deep rolling rivers, the snows upon the earth, the foe in 
his front, the freezing blasts of winter—all these were no obstacles to 
his imperious will. Always and ever the cry was “on to Moscow.” 
But you remember the conflagration, the disastrous retreat, and the 
pursuing Cossacks. 

Sir, last summer, when the telegraph flashed abroad the news of 
the riots in our land, we almost heard the cry, “Saye himself who 


can; the are coming!” Sir, I am for taking no step back- 
ward. I do not believe in issuing more promises to pay until we get 
ready to pay those already issued; but I do desire to put a stop now 


to the contraction, the hoarding of currency, the perpetual shrinkage 
of values and co uent distress. 

I want to say by law to the capitalist, “Lock up your dollar in 
your strong box if you will; hide it, hoard it if you wish; but remem- 
ber it has stopped growing in value, It will be a slothful servant so 
long as you hide it in a napkin. We have enacted by law that the 
heavy hand of contraction that was paralyzing the industry of the 
land shall be taken off, that the country may grow up to specie pay- 
ments, and if you want your dollar to grow, 3 it no longer, but 
put it into the country.“ 

Sir, it is vain to say we can by law enact prosperity, The better 
times that are to follow this long and painful tinancial crisis will 
come slowly ; but I believe that the adoption of the policy indicated 
by this bill and the silver bill, will materially improve our financial 
condition almost instantly. The keen instinct of the capitalist will 
teach him that hoarding money is no longer the best investment that 
can be made of it. Property will find buyers, labor will find employ- 
ment, and business will revive; and with the revival of business, if 
silver is remonetized, resumption will speedily come. 

And here, Mr. Speaker, en this question of remonetizing silver 
there is one argument which I have not heard advanced in any of the 
poy of this question, but which, to me, seems entitled to great 
weight. 

The advocates of the gold standard say we ought to adopt it here 
because it is the standard in England, in Canada, in Germany, Nor- 
way, Sweden, Denmark, and Portugal ; and the time is not distant, 
they predict, when France, Spain, Italy, Holland, and Belgium, the 
double-stan countrjes of Europe, and all the double-standard 
countries of South America, and indeed all nations of the civilized 
wre will be upon gold alone. France, they tell us, is hesitating 

ay. 

Preise, whose finances have been conducted with more ability for 
the past ten years than any other nation, is debating the ques- 
tion now. Using both silver and gold she has in seven years paid 
$2,000,000,000 indemnity to Germany. dat a her own losses in 
the war, and is now the foremost financial nation in the world. 


She does not contemplate the demonetization of silver because it is 
less fit for money now than it has been for two thousand years, but 


1877. 


because her commercial relations with other nations whose commerce 
is on gold alone impel her to the same system. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a fair argument and there is force in it, but to 
what does it tend? Just here: if one civilized nation must follow 
another, then when the American Congress and the American people 
after a full and fair debate shall have permanently demonetized 
silver and adopted the gold standard and resumed ie payments 
upon it and brought it into common use, the shrinkage of values 

oughout all the specie-paying, civilized countries of the world 
and the distress, the deep and universal distress consequent upon this 
shrinkage will have just begun, First, sir, the gold that is to be used 
here where we have had none for sixteen years must come from the 
circulations of other countries. 

This must reduce the circulating medium and bring lower prices 
among those who compete with us for trade. When we shall have 
followed Germany, France must follow us. Her silver must be 
replaced with gold. Then Spain must follow France. Her silver 
must be replaced by fold. and if gold cannot be had prices must 
fall. Italy, Belgium, Holland—all the nations of the earth, one after 
another, must fall into line, and as silver is pushed from circula- 
tion prices must go lower and lower and lower— 


Through caverns measureless to man, 
Down to a sunless sea, 


This is the inexorable logic of the ral pat This is the awful 
transition of the whole world from gold and silver to gold alone 
the gold theorists tell us we must prepare for. It may take ten 
years to accomplish this transit, it may take twenty, bnt we must 
gird our loins for the journey and when we sball have aided the 
world in destroying the value of our silver mines we shall have the 
proud satisfaction of 8 we have aided the advanced 
thinkers of the world in establishing a currency fit for the highest 
civilization. 

Sir, if we the foremost silver-producing nation of the earth delib- 
erately rsist and finally succeed in striking down silver, a resource 
upon which we ought to rely as surely as upon cotton or wheat 
bacon or tobacco, it will be an act of madness without a parallel 
in the history of legislation in this country save one—the unjust, 
unstatesman-like, unconstitutional, cruel imposition of a tax of three 
cents per pound on cotton, the sole resource of the prostrate, help- 
1 unrepresented South in 1865. 

r. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I now yield ten minutes of my 
time to my colleague, [Mr. CANNON. J 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. GARFIELD] said in his speech to-day that in round numbers 
the exports and opona of the United States amonnted for the last 
fiscal year to $1,500,000, and gentlemen are inclined to use that as 
an argument in favor of a single gold standard, or an international 
standard as it was expressed by the gentleman from Ohio; for, says 
he, the gold price of our exports at the place of consumption governs 
the price here. It occurs to me the gentleman overlooks the fact 
that our exports go not only to Great Britain and other countries 
where they have the gold standard, but also to France, Italy, Spain, 
and other countries where they have both the gold and silver stand- 
ard, also to China, India, and other countries where they nse silver 
alone tothe exclusion of goldas money. So if the argument is worth 
anything in favor of a uniform international standard, it is stronger 
for the adopton of a single standard of silver in the United States 
than a single standard of gold, for those who would use silver and 
silver and gold together as money, and who are the actual consumers 
of our exports, far exceed in number those who use gold alone for 
money. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the object of my remarks is to show the House, 
at least to state my reasons, why I shall vote for the bill now under 
consideration repealing what is known as the resumption date of the 
so-called resumption act; and I want to call attention of the House to 
the fact that our debts, both public and private, arenot in fact paid in 
money. The eight hundred million dollars’ worth of corn, wheat, cot- 
ton, &c., that we sold to foreign nations last year was not money or gold 
or silver. Thethree hundred million bushels of corn now awaiting con- 
sumption and market in my own State of Illinois (the present crop) 
is not money, gold or silver; yet debts are paid in fact in cattle, corn 
cotton, and other commodities required for use and consumption, and 
the ofice of money is to measure the value of these commodities. So 
the civilized world in all ages has used the precious metals as money 
because it took labor to mine them and they could not be increased 
or decreased arbitrarily, so that if your creditor to whom you owe 
$1, which is 25.3 grains of gold or should be 412} ins of silver, (if 
the debt is payable in coin,) wants corn or anything else you own, 
you give him corn to the value of a dollar and the debt is paid, or if 

e does not want the corn you sell it to the value of a dollar to some 
one who does want it and with the dollar pay your debt; but if you 
contract to pay A a dollar in one year from date and in the mean time 
could at will arbitrarily without labor double the stock of gold and 
silver, yon would greatly cheapen it as compared with your corn, so 
that the dollar when you paid A would only buy one-half as much as 
it would at the time the contract was made, So again, if you could 
arbitrarily diminish the amount of gold and silver one-half before the 
debt became due, when you pay A, the dollar would buy twice, cost 
you twice, and be worth twice what it was when you agreed to pay 
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him one year before. Of course I am not exact as to the exact or 
3 effect of such action, but am illustrating the general ten- 
eney. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is exactly what has been done as between 
the debtors and creditors in the United States and between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and its creditors. When our indebted- 
hess was created the promise was to pay dollars, and the law defined 
a dollar to be a certain quantity of gold or a certain quantity of 
silver, at our option, designated by the general term coin. We used 
gold for the reason that as compared with silver it was the chea Š 
but the one was a constant check upon the other, and the right to 
have either coined practically made all the gold and silver bullion 
in the country that might be coined equàlly a measure of values of 
other commodities the same as if it was coined into dollars. After 
the contract was made to pay “dollars,” and which contract to pay 
dollars still exists, silver was demonetized, thereby cutting off onc- 
half of the precious metals that were used to measure values of other 
commodities, throwing upon gold alone the office that both gold and 
silver performed at the time the contract was made. The eT 
result was that gold as compared with other commodities appreciated, 
and the commodities which we produce to pay debts depreciated; or, 
in other words, the creditor was benefited at the expense of the debt- 
or, and in violation of both the spirit and letter of the contract. Such 
a fraud, if cognizable in the courts, would not be tolerated a moment 
by any court in the land ina transaction between individuals. To 
show you that I am not alone in this yjew of the case I call your atten- 
tion to Dr. Linderman’s report as Director of the Mint in 1873, who at 
that early date pointed out the necessary consequences to arise from 
the demonetization of silver as clearly as ever prophet of old foretold 
the future. I send to the Clerk’s desk that part of his report marked 
which I desire to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The gradual adoption of the gold standard, and consequent demonetization of 
silver, will of course be followed by an increase in the value of gold, or what is tho 
same thing, a decrease in the price of articles measured by it. Indeed it is quite 
certain that this effect is already perceptible in some pertions of Europe. Be that 
as it may, however, it is safe to assume that Germany will soon heve substituted 
three hundred millions of gold for silver heretofore used as standard money, and 
that Denmark, Sweden, and Norway will require nearly as much more in conse- 

nence of changing their standard silver to gold. Now add to the foregoin 
the requirements of France and the United States in the near future, and it will 
be readily understood that gold must appreciate in value, 

It is true that the mines of the world produco annually about one hundred mill. 
ions of gold; but in considering this asa stock to be drawn upon for coinage, it 
must be remembered that the consumption of gold in the arts has largely increased 
during tho Jast twenty-three years and now approximates to about twenty-five 
millions per annum. 


Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I quote Dr. Linderman for 
the reason that he is a great favorite with the gold repudiationists; be 
it said, however, to his credit, he does not seek to cover up the eon- 
sequences of the adoption of the single gold standard. I commend 
his fairness and honesty in this respect to gentlemen who profess 
so great an admiration for him. 

Mr. Speaker, as to this question of the finances there is but one road 
for all of us to travel, and it is pay marked out by the contract. 
No man can mistake it. Travel it and it leads to confidence, good 
Pipa and prosperity. All other roads are but blind pee leadin, 
into the wilderness, and he who follows them will fall into a pit an 
be destroyed, and all who refuse to travel the road marked out and 
bounded by the eontract afo repudiationists, aud the gold repudia- 
tionists are worse than the paper repudiationists, for they would 
-benefit the few at the expense of the many. The people of the great 
West, the land of promise and the land of empire, when the proposi- 
tion was made to pay all Government debts in paper which should be 
never redeemable, said that such a proposition was not according to 
the contract, was not honest, was not politic; but while we wore 
making that contest, and our people were saying by their public utter- 
ances and at the ballot-box that they would stand by the contract 
let what would come, by means that I have not time now to inquire 
of, you gold repudiationists procured the demonetization of silver, 
you repudiated the contract, and now when we in turn insist that 
you shall abide by tho contract and be content with what it gives 
you, you fly into a rage and instead of dealing in facts and argu- 
ment call us, in the language of the New York Herald, “ silver repu- 
diationists.” : 

A MEMBER. And lunatics. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Yes, lunatics and all other bad names 
you can find in the vocabulary of fishmongers. Yet by the very act 
of repudiating the contract you pay the highest tribute possible to 
the sense of fairness and honesty of the masses of the American peo- 
ple, in this, if it is honest for you to increase the value of the dollar 

y adopting the gold standard alone, then it is honest for us to de- 
crease the quantity of gold in the dollar; or if it is fair for you to 
violate the contract, then we, following your precedent, the contract 
iy e can make copper the only unlimited legal tender, 
and be guilty in law or morals of no greater offense than you; or 
make brass an unlimited legal tender, which would be worse for 
you, for in brass you do most abound. I say, again, you play the 

me to make the dollar more valuable, feeling that you risk nothing, 

sause if you fail you rely upon the people to keep the contract. In 
other wo you seek to profit if you can without a chance of evens 
Well, you will not profit outside of the contract. The same peop. 
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who are willing to keep the contract will make you keepit. The 


first blood is y: the next may be; but there will be no upon 
this question until the right is victorions; and I say n the peo- 
le will keep the con not frem admiration for you, for ordinarily 
n contests something is risked by both sides, but because their man- 
hoed will not permit them to do an unfair thing because you are 
doing an unfair 3 i 

Yet, Mr. Speaker, I will say to gentlemen who stand with me 
upon this question that we cannot be too vigilant, and we must not 
underestimate the resources of our antagonists. The metropolitan 
press is tus, and we all know what an engine ef power it i 
reaching as it does its millions of readers daily, As an evidence o 
its spirit I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read the coneluding para- 

from an article in the New York Herald of yesterday. 

(Here the hammer fell. J 

. CANNON, of Illinois. I trust I shall be permitted to proceed 
for a few minutes longer, 

Mr. DUNNELL. How much time does the gentleman want ? 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I want to have that p ph read, 
and then I want to say a word or two in regard to it. I do not want 
more thar ten minutes. Í 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to allowing the gentleman frem 
Illinois an extension of his time of ten minutes? The Chair hears 


none. 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. The Clerk will please read the paragraph 
from the New York Herald. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Thegreenback-repudiation ene and the grancer project having come to naught, 


ch debased money a tender for tho di charge of all obligations. 
perhaps, think i 


Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. That is a sample of the abuse that is to 
be hea upon the heads of those who insist upen the contract 
according to its spirit and letter, as well in favor of the debtors as 
the creditors, Did not the unit rest upon silver as well as gold up to 
1873. Was not silver 412} grains to the dollar an unlimited legal 
tender at the time the contract was made, but was not used for the 
reason that it was of ter value as compared with the gold dollar, 
and, instead of the dishonesty being in using the silver dollar, it now 
as compared with the gold dollar being the cheaper, the dishonesty, 
if any there be, is in using the dollar that is more valuable by eight 
cents than the contract calls for. 

Mr. Speaker, in the main the press of the United States is vigi- 
lant, courageous, and honest, a means of instruction to the people 
and a conservater of the peace and morals of the country; but the 
truth is that in this contest the New York city press especially is in 
sympathy with or controlled by the gold repudiationists who are 
seeking to get something for nothing out of the people. I understand 
that the several papers in that city are owned by incorporated com- 
panies, and that man or set of men who has money enough from 
time to time to control a majority of this stock control the policy of 
the paper, so that you have no assurance upon this qnestion whether 
their course is shaped by the brain ability and j nt of those 
gentlemen who are inc e as editors or whether the money bags 
of Wall street or of London are speaking on every page of gach 
issue. And while I am speaking of this matter I want to say that 
during my four years of service in this House I have witnessed some- 
times with pity and sometimes with di t some members of former 
Congresses who, I was satisfied from all indications, had surrendered 
their own convictions and the interests of their constituents to obtain 
the paine or avoid the condemnation of a part ef that same New 
York City press. 

Mr. S er, in conclusion, I will vote for the repeal of the resump- 
tion act, for I am epposed to resumption on the Ist day of January, 
1879, or at any other time upon the single gold standard; and, while 
it is true we have passed the bill in the House by an overwhelming 
majority monetizing silver, I cannot tell whether it is to become a 
law, yet I am satisfied we can resume onthe Ist day of January, 1879, 
if we will give the necessary legislation, and that would be to mone- 
tize silver and on and after the date of resumption receive greenbacks 
for all dues to the Government, including customs duties, exchange 
983 for gold or silver at our option on demand, and as green- 

ks come into the Treasury pay them out again for the expenses of 
the Government. This would give resumption without contraction 
of the currency. On the contrary, it would increase the currency by 
unlocking and adding thereto gold and silver coin, and before 
months had elapsed the uback would be at a premium over coin, 


for it would be more easily handled, confidence would be restored, 
agriculture would be stimulated, labor riots would cease, capital 
-would be employed and yield far greater profits than it can hope to 


realize by the financial destruction of the masses, our manufactures 
would take on new life, and hunger would no longer distress the 
operatives in eur mining and manufacturing districts. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 
e SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
. CANNON, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to thank the 
House for its courtesy in ERDER my time. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Speaker, I believe that the evils 
under which the country is suffering, and which have been so graph- 
ically described by the gentlemen who have preceded me, are due 
mainly to the use of irredeemable paper in this country. I think that 
the remedy for those evils is to get rid of the i eemable paper 
money; and the sooner we accomplish that end the sooner will pros- 
be restored. 

I am not at all clear, however, that we can resume specie payments 
by the Ist of January, 1879. I have heretofore said that ton 
the resumption act of January 14, 1875, as a clumsy piece of legisla- 
tion, crade, and not suited to the difficulties of the case. Circum- 
stances, however, have combined to make it more effective than even 
its advocates could have anticipated, so that now it is possible, but 
by no means certain, that we can resume specie payments by the Ist 
of January, 1879. 

In view of the grave deubt that hangs over that desirable end, I 
submitted an amendment, which has been printed in the RECORD, 
designed to meet the difficulties of the situation. 

I prepared the brief of an argument designed to explain tho 
nature of t amendment and to enforce it upon the judgment of 
my fellow-members of the House. But to-day a speech has been 
delivered in this House by the honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
GARFIELD,] which traversed almost the very ground that I myself 
desired to take. Isubseribe fully to all that that gentleman has said 
in reference to the present situation of the country and with regard 
to the necessity of adhering firmly to the policy of resumption, 

I differ with bim in one or two respects, AAE in this: I dissent 
from the doctrine that the greenback when paid off can ever be 
re-issued. I believe it to be a debt which when paid is paid forever 
and, being canceled, is not capable of re-issue, I deny the power 
of this Government ever to issue anything in the nature of paper 
currency. The power of the Government is limited to the coinage of 
money. It can 3 poe gold and silver their legal value. 
The power to make legal-tender resides nowhere in this country 
except in the entire people, through the agency of constitutional 
amendments, 

The legal-tender property of gold and silver is inherited from the 
common law of England: a common inheritance of every man in 
this country, under the judicial decisions of the courts. The States 
themselves are prohibited by the Constitution from making any- 
thing else but silver and gold legal tender. With that qualification, 
8 SPE generally to the views propounded by the gentleman from 

io. 

When we come to the question of resuming specie payments there 
must be adequate preparation. 

That preparation we may be able to make and we may not. The 
part of true statesmanship is therefore to provide for the contingency 
of failure, and that is done in the amendment which I have sub- 
mitted, by requiring the Secretary of the Treasury first to accumu- 
late coin or bullion; also to retire legal-tenders, and when, in his 
jadgment, the situation of the money-market and the quantity of 
currency and legal-tender notes afloat will warrant it, to give notice 
that he will pay off the legal-tender notes, That, in my judgment, is 
true statesmanship, and any other course is likely to to very 
serious disappointment. 

For example, it is Bay Pea to maintain specie payments immedi- 
ately after resumption if the balance of trade be a t us; I mean 
by that, such balance of trade as calls for the exportation of gold 
beyond the quantity of our annual product of the precious metals. 
At present the balance of trade is in our favor, and everything indi- 
cates that it is likely to remain in our favor. 

But there are many contingencies which could turn it the other 
way. For example, a demand for money in Europe, offering a 
better rate of interest t our bonds give to the investor, might send 

k a large amount of our securities which would turn the balance 
of trade the other way. Even the large amount of gold required to 
pay for the export of grain, which we are bound to make during the 
coming twelve months, might so embarrass the English money market 
that the rate of interest would be raised and there would be no course 
for Europe to take but to send us back our bonds. I hope this will 
not occur; I shall regard it as a great calamity if it do occur. Bat 
still it is one among the contingencies that may happen and for 
which provision ought to be made. 

With my experience in business, I am not willing to stand 1 
the floor of this House and say it is so easy to resume on the Ist day 
of January, 1879, I am willing to stand here and say that we ought 
to resume as early as that, and that if we re; the interests of 
the people of this country it will be a most fortunate thing if we can 
devise any legislation by which we can resume at an earlier date. 
But no man familiar with business would be willing to stake his 
reputation upon the declaration that it is absolutely certain that we 
can do it. It looks as if we might, and I confess, for one, I am sur- 
prised beyond measure, I am gratified beyond expression, that the 
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time has come so near for the possibility of resumption under this 
resumption act of the 14th day of January, 1875. 
I desire, however, to say that none of these results are due to that 
act, not = of ee 2 5 are re 50 5 pop iota to the 
rospect of resumption, 0 i begun make preparation 
‘or iL It has 3 done by ature causes; causes higher and more 
potent than acts of Congress. 

Were it not that I desired to “here to the gentleman from Ohio, 
LMr. KEIFER,] who I believe will require the balance of my time, I 
might pursue this subject a little farther. I will conclude, however, 
wish one further remark, reserving to myself the privilege of putting 
into a more readable shape the remarks which I intended to make in 
reference to this bill and its amendments, 

I have listened to the discussion in this House with a great deal of 
pain. It has developed an amount of recrimination and vituperation 
that is not either creditable to Congress or suitable to the discus- 
sion of a question of this magnitude, involving the examination of 
facts for the purpose of getting at the truth and legislating in accord- 
ance therewith. People have been stigmatized on the one side as 
bondholders ; I believe they have been called “ bloated bondholders ;” 
and they have been called wreckers.” On the other side I have heard 
the terms “robbers” and “gamblers” and “demagogues.” This lan- 
guage it seems to me is very unsuited to the discussion of this ques- 
tion, and I am sorry that the rules of this House do not seem to be 
sufficient to restrain it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The gentleman's side of the question is re- 
sponsible for a good deal of it. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I am perfectly frank to say that the 
fault lies upon both sides, so far as my honest judgment goes, and I 
have tried to listen to the debate carefully. Now, for myself I have 
been told in this House privately that I am a bondholder; that I 
represent the money interests of the country. I think it is as well to 
make a word of explanation. Personally I own no bonds and I am 
not a stockholder in any bank. It so happens that my particular dis- 
trict is mainly inhabited by laboring-men, poor men. I am amanu- 
facturer with a very | amount of capital engaged in business— 
capital that I did not inherit and that nobody gave to me. 
What I have has been acquired by the diligent pursnit of business ; 
and every dollar I have in the world is invested in business and the 
mployment of men. I believe in the doctrine that it is the first duty 
a hig hest privilege of a man to whom God has given this talent of 
capital to employ it actively in business, so that his fellow-men may 
find employment. I look upon such a man as simply a steward and 
trustee for that which is committed to his care. 

Now, in good times, the concern with which I am connected em- 
ploys, in the various works in which it is interested,several thousand 
men. At present they employ less than usual, but the pay-rolls amount 
to over $3,000 a day. Since 1873 we have conducted our business just 
as if times were good. We never stop 5 as long as we have 
the means to carry it on or can get anything to do. Since 1873 every 
year, without exception, has shown a loss in the business. Iam there- 
fore a loser by every hour that this business is carried on. Our work- 
people have been reduced in w step by step until they are getting 

about half what they received in 1872. This is very unsatisfactory; 
oa they are getting more than we can afford to pay them from the 


Now, I have every motive of interest that a human being can have 
to do what will tend to restore prosperity. I may err in judgment; 
but my judgment is that there is no way back but through the guts 
of specie payments. I have every motive of consideration for the 
condition of our work-people who with their families are suffering, 
and who nevertheless have not resorted to strikes. I have every 
possible motive as a member of this House to try to discover and have 
enacted a remedy for this state of things. 

Again, the district I represent, in which Iam not an employer at all, 
is composed, as I said before, almost altogether of laboring-men. 
They are suffering, suffering beyond anything that I can describe; 
and they sent me here on no other issue and for no other pu 
than to attempt to get out of this slough of despond. My method 
of getting out may differ from that of these gentlemen from the 
West; but I wish to say to them that they have done more than they 
know to get us out of this trouble. 

To them is due the honor of having supplied the materials which 
have made the return to specie payments possible. And I am. as- 
tonished at what I regard as the delusion of these gentlemen. I do 
not regard it asa desire to rob, to steal. I think they are simply mis- 
taken. They want to benefit the country just as I do; they want to 
get out of this trouble just as quickly as any dhe else. Nevertheless 

am astonished that they do not see that by their great crops, the 
labor of their hands, they have brought us back to the condition of 
real values when fluctuations will shortly cease, and this process 
which they describe with so much force and truth—contraction of 
values withont the contraction of debt—will come to an end. 

This process they say is death, Yes, many have died; but we can- 
not restore them to life. The dead are dead. All that we can do is 
to avoid the new death which would follow the inflation of new paper 
money and the destruction which would ensne when that paper 
money should collapse on the inevitable return to the basis of solid 

ae which we have already reached through so much pain and 
su ug. 
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I am astonished for another reason that those gentlemen make this 
mistake. They may not know it, but they are paid for their products 
in gold and nothing else. The value of every bushel of wheat, of 
every bushel of corn, of every barrel of meat that goes out of this 
country is fixed in foreign markets, and the domestic market is gov- 
erned by the price in the foreign market. Therefore they get gold 
for their products, 

Now, every time that gold is turned into currency they are shaved 
by somebody ; by the broker on the other side of the Atlantic, by the 
banker on the bill of exchange, by the commission merchant, by the 
domestic banker who remits to them. Every man takes a commis- 
sion from them, and every one makes allowance for the possible 
fluctuations between currency and gold. When they buy they pay 
currency values, These are gold values, plus the premium on the 
gold, plus an allowance for some fluctuation which may happen. As 
to the reduction of prices which has followed the enhancement in 
value of the currency, the difficulty produced by it is produced every 
time there is a fluetuation. 

If it goes up, there is a little inflation and somebody suffers, If it 
goes down, there is a loss and somebody suffers. Whichever way it 
goes, somebody is suffering all thetime. I am astonished gen- 
tlemen do not see that the remedy they propose can only aggravate 
the evil, especially if it produces a great inflation; because there 
must be a corresponding fall, The true remedy is plain enough. 
It is as pine as anything can be in the world, if gentlemen would 
only reflect upon it. Allthat you want for prosperity and for growth 
of wealth in the country are three things: First, you must have nat- 
ural resources, And what nation has the food and the fuel and the 
mineral wealth that we have? With us food is so plentiful that we 
lack for an adequate market. 

The second requirement for industry is labor. Surely there is no 
deficiency of labor. It is the grievance to-day that labor is super- 
abundant, The quality of the labor enters into that element, and 
nowhere in the world—I speak the testimony of most diligent exami- 
nation—is labor so productive, so diligent, so skillful, as in the United 
States. The third thing that you want is capital. Now, there is no 
deficiency of capital either in this country or in the world at large. 
Capital with the aid of the telegraph, with the aid of banks, of ex- 
changes, of the instruments which we have invented and discovered 
for moving large sams of money rapidly—capitalis mobilized. It has 
no local habitation. It will go wherever it will pay bess. And it is 
the peculiarity of the existing state of things that capital is so 
abundant all over the world that it has not for the last three years 
been able to earn 2 per cent. per annum on the average in the great 
markets of the world! 

There is no deficiency, then, in any of the elements of prosperity. 
But there is something deficient. Aud that deficiency is sammed up 
in one word, It is the motive power that sets all industry at work, 
all the machinery of production in motion. It is confidence. Confi- 
dence only is lacking. Now, you can restore confidence at any time 
to capital by simply assuring it that it will get back as good as it 
gives. Ifit advancesa thousand dollars in gold—I mean that which is 
worth a thousand gold dollars—it only wants to be assured that it will 
get back a thousand dollars of equivalent value, with such interest 
as may be upon; and if the security is good, capital is waiting, 
yes, it is longing to invest itself in the West, in the South, every- 
where, where there can be any return secured for it with any degree 
of certainty. : 

Now, how are you going to restore confidence? You cannot restore 
it by telling the holders of our securities, who thought as we thought 
that gold was to be the medium of payment, that we will pay them 
in silver, which is not worth as much as gold. Iam not going into 
the question of legality at all. I believe it to be perfectly legal to 
re-enact the silver dollar and pay the bonds with it, if you choose to 
payit; but I say it is the worse possible policy and the test pos- 
sible blunder, because it will destroy the faith of capitalists in Amer- 
ican credit. That is the difficulty. Now, we will not inspire confi- 
dence when we tell the capitalists, to whom we have been issuing 
bank-bills since 1875, under a solemn pledge that we will redeem them 
in coin on the Ist of Jan 1879, that we will not pay them at all. 

First, we tell them we will pay them a silver dollar, when they ex- 

ted a gold one, and then we turn around, with exquisite legislative 
my, and tell them we will not pay them at all! We not 
restore confidence in that way. But we will get it back as surely as 
the sun rises, whenever we march forward steadily to that day and to 
that state of things when the dollar means the dollar that existed, 
and of the valnethat existed, at the time when the obligation was made. 
ee ANDEN Will the gentleman permit me to ask him one 
nestion 
3 Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I am talking so discursively that I 
shall be only too happy to yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. You are talking honestly, as you believe; we 
are so far apart from you that we would probably like to hear you 
give an explanation of one or two things which may draw us nearer 
to you, You say that the present condition of the country, so nearly 
approaching to specie payments, was not brought about by this re- 
sumption law ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I do. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then what has dome it? As I understand, 
yər say the crops of the West? 
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I include the South. 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. And the South. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. The crops of ihe West and South. And sup- 


we have a good e in next year, and again the year after, 
and this resumption law is repealed, will we not SCN FEY to or 
reach specie payments without the resamption law 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. No, sir. I answer the question in 
the negative without any kind of hesitation. I suppose the gentle- 
man means without some kind of resumption law ? 

_ CRITTENDEN. This resumption law orsome kind of resump- 
tion law. 

Mr. HEWITT, 2 New York. I sore ~ and I will en you ie 
But, Mr. Speaker, I agreed to surrender the greater portion of my 
time to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. KEIFER.] If 0 occupy more 
of the time than I intended, I hope that gentleman’s time will be 
extended. 

Several MEMBERS. Go on. 

Mr. KEIFER. I hope the gentleman from New York will have 
time te say all he would like to say. I should like, however, to have 
the time myself which was designated by the Speaker. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I had no intention when I rose of 
occupying more than three minutes. This has all come up incident- 
ally, saat anı speaking entirely without notes. 

pecie payments have never been maintained in any country, Mr. 
Speaker, except upon a certain relation between the specie in the 
country and the paper circulation of the country. France is now 
ready to resume and has re resumed. When I was in Paris 
thirty days ago I was told that the Bank of France would be only 
too glad to pay all their notes, They resume nominally on the 1st of 
January; practically they have resumed already. In ce the re- 
lation between paper money and specie is as 5 to 7; in other words, 
five-twelfths of the circulation in France is in paper money and 
ne is in specie to-day, according to the estimates that 
are made. 

—— nrg Is that according to the estimate of Mr. Cer- 
nuse 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Iam in exact accord with Mr. Cer- 
nuschi, with whom I have been in frequent contact for the last six 
weeks and with whom I have discu this subject in every point 
of view ; and we do not differ in figures at all. The amount of specie 
in France was generally estimated at $1,200,000,000, or 6,000,000,000 
franes. Of that sum $500,000,000 are now in the bank of France, and 
not in circulation at all. For all practical purposes it is dead 7 70 
ital, merely lying there in deposit. There is an amount of $700,000, 
of coin in cireulation, which, with the bank paper, makes $1,200,000,000 
in all, of which five-twelfths is in paper aud seven-twelfths in coin. 
Now, that is not the ordinary condition of affairs in France, for 
twenty years before they never considered it prudent to issue so 
large a proportion of paper to the aggregate of money in circulation. 

In England they run their bank machinery more closely than in 
France, and of $500,000,000 in gold and silver coin, generally esti- 
mated to be in that country, £22,000,000 sterling is in the Bank of 
England. And therefore there is in circulation about $400,000,000 of 
coin against a paper circulation of £28,000,000 sterling, and thus there 
is a circulation in England, leaving ont of the count that locked up 
in the Bank of England, $400,000,000 of coin to $140,000,000 in paper, 
which is nearly as 3 to 1. Now, I think the experience and practice 
of these two leading nations afford a very clear guide to the amount 
of paper money that can circulate in this country on an equality with 
coin and give a sufficient basis for our calculations. 

Our present issues of paper money, including silver subsidiary coin 
and fractional currency, amounts in the total to $727,000,000, of which 
$200,000,000 are lying at rest in the banks, which leaves $527,000,000 
in actual circulation. Now if you take the proportion of paper money 
in circulation in France, we could circulate $225,000,000 in paper and 
the remainder, abont 800,000,000, must be in coin. Now, sir, our 
present condition is that we have $500,000,000 and over of pee in 
circulation, and there is no possibility of maintaining a cireulation of 
$500,000,000 redeemable in coin, that is to say it has never been done 
in the experience of man or in the experience of any country except 

„and no matter how the balance of trade may be we cannot 

Ret up to specie payments, because we cannot absorb coin enough to 

an „000 of Tapar money; for, in the proportion of 5 to 7 it 

require §700,000,000 of coin to float $00,000,000 of pore. 

‘ore, no matter how the balance of trade may be, we could not 

get such an amount in gold; but we would have to take it in other 
commodities if we have the balance in our favor. 

Now, I say in all frankness that it is impossible, without upsetting 
the money market of the whole world, to resume specie payments 
except we reduce the paper currency. I say to the gentleman from 
Missouri that we cannot resume without legislation of some kind, 
because in the absence of legislation there will be no reduction in the 
amount of paper currency and no possibility of 3 enough 
to float the paper currency we have at par with gold, if the experience 
of other specie-paying countries is to taken as a guide; and, sub- 
ject to some local peculiarities, the same laws must gevern us which 
govern them. 

The tirst thing we have to do, therefore, is to contract the paper 
circulation to a limit which can exist at par with such specie as we 

and can get, without disturbing the money markets of the 


woul 


world; and to bring about such contraction we must have legislation, 


as the greenbacks will not retire themselyes and the national banks 
will not retire their bills so long as it is profitable to keep them in cir- 
culation. The two processes of contracting the currency and the ac- 
cumulation of gold must go on simultaneously, and for this my amend- 
ment provides; and therefore as we have now $175,000,000 of coin and 
ballion, and we need $300,000,000 in order to float $225,000,000 of pa- 
per, we must still get $125,000,000 of coin, and that is the reason why 
doing nothing will end in nothing. Now, I can tell you where we can 
get the $300,000,000 of coin which we want for resumption without 
trouble, We have $175,000,000, and that leaves $125,000,000 to be 

t. Now, the annual product of our mines in gold and silver is about 

000,000 per year. If the balance of trade is in our favor (and this 
shows the significance of the remarks I made at the outset) we thus 
get $84,000,000 a year and $170,000,000 in two years, and that amount 
alone would be sufficient to enable us, with what we have, to resume 
specie payments during the year 1879. 

But iu addition we can draw specie from abroad, because small ship- 
ments of gold from ten to twenty million dollars per annum make no 
disturbance in the financial market. But the Bank of France will 
resume specie payments on January 1, and can pan with $100,000,000 
which it has in excess of the amount required for maintaining them. 
They have accumulated this vast sam because the people of nee 
preferring notes have brought in and deposited for safe keeping an 
enormous amount of bullion, the la t amount ever hered in one 
per in the history of the world. Of this $100,000,000, thus released 

y the Bank of France, about $50,000,000 can eome into this country 
within the next fifteen months provided the balance of trade warrants 
it, and that sum with the bullion which we have on hand and will prô- 
duce would give us the necessary amount, provided we contract the 
currency to the proper proportion, 

Here I am brought face to face with the difficulty which no doubt 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. SyRIN ER, j who desired to ask mo 
a question, anticipated: How can the currency be contracted with- 
out utter ruin to every interest in the country? My answer is that at 
the present time all kinds of values are as much depressed as they can 
be and are reduced toa gold basis and they cannot go any lower. The 
evidences are that we can no longer consume our own products at 
home and this balance of trade in our favor is simply due to the ex- 
portation of the surplus, which we ought to use, but which we cannot 
consume, because new constructions have ceased. When the market 
price of grain is permanently down to a gold basis, then the prices of 
everything else correspond to it. The inflation of currency, if it should 
po: the prices up, would narada lead to another period of specu- 
ation and inevitable collapse resulting in a panic over the whole 
country. Our own history is recorded for our instruction, and there 
is enough and more than enough in our recent experience and pres- 
ent condition to warn us against re ing the errors of the past. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desired to ask the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Hewrrt,] before he passed to this latter part of the subject, if 
he has examined the history of our own currency as to the relation 
between the paper currency of the country and the gold of the coun- 
try for a series of years? My own impression is that we never havo 
had as large a proportion of coin in this country compared with paper 
as there has been in England or in France. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I have very carefully examined that 
question, and I have ascertained that we never have had so large a 
proportion. It would lead me into another ten minutes’ talk to ex- 
plain why; but if gentlemen desire it, nothing would give me more 
pleasure. As a matter of fact, however, I think we never maintained 
specie payments with a bank circulation of over $250,000,000. We 
suspended specio payments when we got up to two hundred and fifty 
millions in 1857. But while we maintained specie payments, we had 
a stock of coin which is variously estimated as being between two 
hundred anl two hundred and fifty millions. 

Mr. BURCHARD. And we never had so much coin until the dis- 
onay of gold in California; before that time the amount was far 
ess. 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. My N is that it would never 
be safe under any circumstances to allow the coin in the country to 
get below the amount of the paper e and that would require 
us to have two hundred and fifty millions in coin in the country be- 
fore we resume. The reason why we can do with a less amount than 
England and France is this: in England no bank-bill is issued below 
the denomination of £5, or $25 of our money, and in France no bank- 


‘bill is now issued or outstanding of a less amount than one hundred 


francs, or $20 of our money. The banks here perform with small 
bills what is there ‘ormed with coin. The number of one-dollar 
bills in circulation af the present time is, I think, about $75,000,000, 
and the total amount below 820 is about $225,000,000. Now, if we 
were to drive out of circulation this instrament of exchange in small 
notes, this coin-saving machinery, we would have to replace it toa 
considerable extent with coin. But by retaining the small notes we 
can do with a less amount of coin than they use in England and France. 

It is a very eurious fact, to which I would have referred at great 
length if I had made the s h which I intended to deliver, that we 
have economized the use of money in this country as an instrument of 
exchange far beyond any other nation inthe world. The comparison 
with France and England stands thus: In France they have of cur- 
rency about $45 per ca notin circulation, butin the country. Af- 
ter deducting that which lies dead in the Bank of France, they have 
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about $30 per capita in circulation. 
$24.50 per capita, and deducting what lies 


In Eppa they have in all about 

dle in the bank they use $17 
per capita. In this country the issue is $20 per capita, but deducting 
the large amount lying idle we use about $12.50 per capita. 

The reason for this difference is obvious; the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. GARFIELD] alluded to it to-day. In France bank-checks are 
almost unknown. Great efforts have been made to introduce them 
there and they are slowly coming into use. But in France all debts 
are paid by the actual delivery either of bank-notes or of coin, I 
have had a check on my banker refused. The person to whom I 
offered it said, “ I do not know what this means; I will take a Bank 
of France note, but I do not know what this is.“ But the tradesmen 
in Paris are now becoming more familiar with bank-checks, because 
of their American customers who keep bank accounts and use checks. 

In England they do use checks to a very large extent; but, as I 
have said, they do not use small bills as we do in this country. We 
use in this country checks wherever we can. We uss small bills for 
everything down to one dollar, instead of the twenty-five-dollar bills 
in England and the twenty-dollar bills in France. The result is that 
we do not need the amount of money per capita to do business in this 
country that they require in England. and in France, 

For the same reason we do not need as large a ratio or percentage 
of specie as they do, because these one and two and five dollar bills 
will not be brought in for redemption, taking, as they do, the place 
of coin. On the contrary, they never will come in so long as they are 
based on a E absolute security such as our Government bonds 
are held to 

In 1873 a thing occurred in this country that never oceurred in the 
world before. People in their fright sold their property and hoarded 
their bank-bills; and, notwithstanding we had a paper currency 
amounting to over seven hundred and fifty millions, we could get 
neither bauk-bills nor legal-tender notes to meet our ordinary dis- 
Uursements for labor. They were hoarded up by the people who got 
frightened, just as at other times they moat hoard silver and gold. 

And for that reason they will not carry in these small bills provided 
the security is | We have through much tribulation arrived at 
a foundation of bank circulation which is indestructible, which rests 
upon the faith of the nation. Now, it is that faith that I hope the 
American Congress will respect, defend, and never violate by the 
repeal of a solemn pledge. 

f in addition to our resources, in addition to our railroads and 
canals, in addition to tbe skill of our people, in addition to the capital 
which we have got and the capital that is ready for us in the older 
eountrics of the world, we can plant ourselves upon the rock of 
honor, I see before this country such a future of development and 
prosperity as never has been recorded in the history of man. 

Tho danger is that, suffering as we have done and suffering as we 
are, we shall be turned aside from the path alike of duty and of 
sound policy in the hope of temporary relief and find in the reme- 
dies to which we resort only an aggravation to the disease, and a 
hinderance to the recovery which is now proceeding under the healing 
power of natural causes; ris medicatriz natura. 

Mr, Speaker, I am appalled at the prospect which I see before me 
if these two bills—the silver bill and the anti-resumption bill—should 
become laws. We have suffered beyond measure; no tongue can de- 
scribe our sufferings; but they are nothing to those which will follow 
upon the passage of these bills. A vast amount of movable capital 
will quit the country. The debtors who expect that the price of 
their property will be increased: will find there will bo nothing left to 
buy it. Values will fall, and creditors will take the remnants of 
their fortune and go to some clime where property is respected and 
plighted faith is kept. 

I sympathize fully, I have given the reasons out of my heart why 
I sympathize, with the men who want to bring this state of things 
to an end; but my conviction is clear that only one result can follow 
from these measures. That result will be ruin in resources, ruin in 
credit, and ultimate ruin in free government. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman allow me before he takes his 
seat to ask him one question 1 I understood him to say that it would 
take $350,000,000 of gold coin in order to enable this country to re- 
sume and maintain resumption. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. No, not as much as $350,000,000; I 
think it will take 300,000,000. That I believe will be about the 
amount required to maintain resumption, provided you contract the 
currency notes to the point to which they ought to be contracted, 
and will be contracted, to enable us todo business with the same in- 
struments of 8 the same amount per capita as we now use. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman refers to the bank-notes? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. All kinds of paper money: legal-tend- 
ers and-bank-notes, 

i Mr. SPRINGER. If you take all the greenbacks out of circula- 
on—— 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Every one of them must go out of 
circulation, and some of the bank-notes, 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then if you take out of circulation $356,000,000 
of poea backs and reduce the natioval-bank notes to $200,000,000 you 
will have in the country $200,000,000 of paper with about $175,000,000 
of coin to do the business of the whole conntry. 

Mr, HEWITT, of New York. The geutleman is entirely mistaken. 


We shall have exactly the same amount in coin and bank-notes that 
we now have in irredeemable paper currency. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Where are you going to get the amount? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I have already told the gentleman, 
but will be delighted to tell him again. The amount of currency in 
actual use to-day (not taking into account that which is out of use 
lying idle in the banks because nobody will borrow it) is $527,000,000, 
I propose to replace a portion of that $527,000,000 with coin. It will 
be necessary to have about $300,000,000 of coin in the country, and 
the balance will have to be paper. On that basis we can work and 
maintain specie payments. I hold that we shall be able to do this 
without any further reduction in values; that general confidence 
will be at.once restored; that capital will be furnished to any reason- 
able extent for legitimate undertakings; that business will revive; 
that labor will find abundant employment, and an era of general 
prosperity be inaugurated without a parallel in the history of any 
country, because no nation has ever before been blessed with such 
exhaustless natural resources, such a development of lines of com- 
munication, such universal energy in its people, and such a boundless 
area for enterprise and skill in the application of the mechanical and 
scientific laws which have been discovered and utilized in the nine- 
teenth century. 

Mr. KEIFER. Mr. Speaker, I think at this late hour in the discus- 
sion of this most important of all subjects to the American people I 
might well content myself with silence. I do not think any member 
can be converted now. I prefer, however, to go upon the record, so 
that in after years when the problem of practical resumption is solved, 
and that myriad of men who now go about the country prophesying 
evil continually have had their prophetic lips sealed, and that other 
numberless multitudes of men have come forth and broken their 
silence by crying through the land “TI told you so!” I may not be 
accused of, at the proper time, hiding my light under a bushel. 

I do not, however, propose to attempt a general disquisition on 
finance or on the wisdom of early resumption as an original question. 
We must deal with the law as it is, not as we might wish it had been 
made. I differ only with some of my colleagues from Ohio, who 
have enlightened the House on this question, as to the proper course 
to take now, in view of the condition of the country and the present 
state of the law. 

I agree with them that we mnst resume specie aTe a but I be- 
lieve it possible to resume on January 1, 1879. I believe that when 
the Government issued the United States Treasury notes to meet a 
great exigency created by the war and promised to redeem them or 
make them tho equivalent of coin, (gold and silver,) the faith of the 
whole country was pledged to keep good that promise. I further be- 
lieve that the act of March 18, 1859, “ to strengthen the public credit,” 
re-affirmed the original promise and renewed the faith of the uation 
to make such notes the equivalent of coin, aud also that the resump- 
tion act of January 14, 1375, was a like promise that these notes 
should not be dishonored. Of the wisdom of these laws I need not 
now speak, We deal with the question as we find it. On the faith 
of the original sacred promise and these acts of 1869 and 1875, the 
people of this country have dealt in these notes. 

It is conceded by those who have stoutly contended that the bonds 
of the Government were payable in paper money, that since the 
“ public-credit” act of 1869 it would bad faith to not pay them 
in coin. 

There is the same pledge given in that act, with the additional one 
ven by the resumption act of 1875, for the payment of the United 

tates notes in coin. Here let mo say, in passing, that the public- 
credit act does not require the United States Treasury notes or other 
obligations to be paid in gold coin, but, in terms, they are to be paid 
in gold and silver coin. 

In defining my position on this poy gee question, I wish to say 
that I should vote for the pending bill, notwithstanding the evils 
which would flow from its becoming a law, if I believed that we were 
to have the present United States notes at once withdrawn from 
circulation. a 

Lagree with the member from Kansas [Mr. PHILLIPS] that green- 
backs are the best paper currency we have ever had, provided wo 
8er them and bring them up abreast with coin. answer to 
the member from North Carolina, [Mr. Davis, J I say the paper cur- 
rency of this Government is honest money, unless we dishonor it. I 
regret that the advocates of this bill seem disposed to strike down 
the resumption act rather than favor its amendment. 

There is a necessity for auxiliary legislation to enable the Govern- 
ment to resume and to make definite and certain that which may be 
fairly regarded as doubtful in the construction of the third section 
of that act. 

My colleague [Mr. GARDNER] from Ohio has by fair and legitimate 
reasoning sought to show that when resumption comes cancellation 
and destruction of the notes redeemed must follow. He thinks the 
use of the word “redeem” in the parts of the act relating to fractional 
currency and to the excess of United States notes beyond $300,000,000 
(when clearly the fractional currency and such excess is, when re- 
deemed, to be destroyed or withdrawn from circulation) furnishes a 
conclusive argument in favor of the view that when the remainin 
$300,000,000 of United States notes are redeemed they also m 
be withdrawn from circulation. This is a legitimate but not a con- 
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clusive argument. The context shows, independently of the word 
“redeem,” what disposition is intended to be made of the fractional 
eee and auch excess ae eg Sars notes; — opts is par 
posely silent (as appears by the history of its passage) as to the dis- 
position to be e of the $300,000,000 when redeemed. 

The word “redeem” is not used in conjunction with the same 
phraseology of language throughout the act, and hence it is not safe 
to look to that word alone in construing the different parts of the act. 

Since r currency was known the word “redeem” has had a 
well-settled meaning, and it has been understood to only mean, when 
appien to such currency, that its payment by the party issuing it 
did not prevent its re-issue. 

However, there should be a law passed giving a construction that 
would relieve this act from doubt. 

The amendment offered by me I now send to the Clerk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That nothing in the act to provide for the resumption of specie payments, 

ved January 14, A. D. 1875, shall be so construed as to au or require 
the Secretary of the Treasury to retire and cancel any United States legal-tender 
notes outstanding which may be redeemed on and after RORE ES D. 1879, 
under tho provisions of said act, or which may then be in the ry of the 
United States nncanceled, or which may thereafter come int» said Treasury other- 
wise than by redemption; but said act shall be held and construed to authorize 
and require said Secretary to return said notes to the said Treasury, to be paid out 
from time to time at their par value in payment of all debts and demands against 
the United States or inexchange for coin or bullion, and for other pu: as the 
exigencies of the public interest may require; the said notes to continue to have 
the same legal-tender character now given to them by law. 


Mr. KEIFER. It will be observed that this amendment, if enacted 
into a law, would put an end to contraction of the greenback cur- 
rency, and continue it, with all its attributes, in free circulation, at 
the same time appreciated to a coin value. It could still be used by 
national banks to redeem its currency and as a reserve in such banks. 
I would amend the national-banking act so as to require the banks 
(after January 1, 1879) to redeem their currency, on presentation, in 
gold, silver, or legal-tender notes, at their option. This would brin 
practical rampad of specie payments by the banks and actu 
resnmption by the Government. This would preserve the volume of 
the currency substantially where it now is, unless contraction should 
come shrough national banks withdrawing their circulation because 
it was not demanded by the wants of trade or because of unfriendly, 
unjust, and invidious legislation. It is not my purpose here to speak 
for national banks. 

The burden of the argument so far has been to assume that a repeal 
of the resumption act would make the poor richer and the rich poorer. 
There are those on this floor and elsewhere who pretend to believe 
that depreciated money is easier to get and worth more to the sigan? | 
than good money; that men are more likely to go into business wi 
a paper currency at a discount than with a paper currency at par 
with coin. 

Most of the advocates of irredeemable paper currency assume to 
speak for the poor and the laboring man, as though these classes of our 
people were not entitled to be paid their h earnings in a sound 
currency. Daniel Webster once wisely said 


Of all the contrivances for Gire! the laboring classes of mankind nene has 
been more effectual than that which deludes them with money. This is the 
most effectual of inventions to fi the rich man’s fiel the sweat of the 
man's brow. Ordinary tyranny, oppression, excessive taxation, these bear lightly 
on the happiness of the mass T the fraudulent cur- 
rencies and the robberies committed by dep paper. Our own history has 
recorded for our instruction enough and more than en of the demoralizing 
tendency, the injustice, and the intolerable oppression on virtuous and well- 
of a degraded pa; penarie A t a by law orany way countenanced 
by government. A disordered currency is one of the greatest political evils. It 
undermines the virtues neoa for the support of the social system and encour- 
ages propensities destructive to its happiness. It wars against industry, i 
and economy, and it fosters the evil spirit of extravagance and speculation. 


The effect of the unconditional repeal of the resumption act would 
be to give the country no more money, but only a poorer paper cur- 
rency. Such repeal would not start another wheel or spindle in a 
factory; would not cause another farnace to blaze; it would not 
open another new coal or iron mine, or give an additional laborer 
employment. Since the decisions of the cases of Hepburn rs. Gris- 
wold, (8 Wall., 603,) and Knox rs. Lee, (12 Wall., 457,) it seems to be 
conceded that a distinctively new issue of legal-tender notes cannot 
be authorized by law. 

This being the case, then, we are now engaged in an attempt to 
depreciate our own currency and destroy its purchasing power, with- 
out adding a dollar to the volume of our currency. It is the quality, 
and not the quantity, of the currency which will be affected by the 
re 

commend the advocates of repeal to the member from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. WRIGHT] who, as I understand, is in favor of the Govern- 
ment making and giving to his constituents some millions of dollars. 
When that policy is entered upon, we shall all enter the lists and 
claim a few millions of the Nation’s bounty for our constituents. 

To the scarcity of money in the country every evil is attributed. 
I will endeavor to show that this, too, is far from the truth. We now 
have a currency, per capita, more than double the per capita of currency 
at the most prosperous times before the war. Ihave here a statement 


relating to the cireulation of paper currency at different periods of 
our country’s history before the war. It is red follows : 


Statement showing aggregate circulation of paper currency and circulation 


per capita for the years n 
> 
ed 
42 
E 
51 
7, 453, 000 | $4 49 
8,369,000 | 5 47 
8,614,000 7 89 
9. 658, 453 | 5 02 
12. 860, 020 3 77 
14. 373. 00 7 93 
14. 786, 0008 10 
15. 213. 000 | 10 74 
15, 655, 600 | 10 26 
16,112,000 | 7 62 
16, 584, 000 | 8 51 
17, 069, 453 | 6 68 
23,995,000] 6 47 
“1, 443, 321 6 59 
* Enumerated; for all other years the population is estimated. 
EDWARD YOUNG, 
Chief of Bureau. 


BUREAU or Statistics, November 16, 1877. 


I also here give a statement showing the ameunt of, and “ per ca 
ene of, paper currency during the years 1861 to 1877 in- 
clusive : 


i 


fractional cur- 


Aggregate circula- 
tion, bank-notes 
legal-tender an¢ 
rency. 
Population, 

Circulation per 
capita. 


——— —— — 2 * $202, 205, 000 32, 064, 000 | 6 31 
332, 724, 000 32, 704, 000 | 10 17 
297, T6, 000 34, 365,000 | 8 92 
„„ 502, 072, 000 34, 046,000 14 74 
GZR, 692, 000 34, 74%, 000 | 18 09 
708. 031, 000 35, 409,000 | 19 95 
693, 090, 000 36,211,000 | 19 14 
678, 745, 000 36, 973, 000 | 18 36 
676, 508, 000 37, 756, 000 17 92 
—3—3*ðĩ««̃⸗ò 2 %ã.0..n b. 623, 875, 000 38, 553, 371 | 17 73 
721, 582, 000 39. 555, 000 | 18 24 
T31, 355, 000 40, C0 1. 000 18 OL 
740, 799, 000 41,704,000 | 17 75 
777, 538, 000 42, 856,000 | 18 14 
769, 840, 119 44, 060, 000 | 17 47 
„„ 717.241.912 45, 316, 000 | 15 82 
———m'ũ y cose 6e9, 618. 573 4, 624, 000 | 14 79 
* No fractional currency included. 
t Enumerated ; all other years estimated. 
EDWARD YOUNG, 
Chief Bureau. 


BUREAU or Statistics, November 16, 1877. 


The last statement does not include demand notes, and a lar, 
part of the apparent reduction from 1875 to 1877 is caused by the 
substitution of subsidiary silver coin for fractional currency. 

It will be observed that in 1864, when the paper currency had 
reached the highest point during the war, there was $187,546,578 less 
than there is at present. 

It will be observed that the capita of currency is now more 
than it was at any time during the war, and, as already stated, more 
than double as great as under the administration of Buchanan. 

James Buchanan became President in 1857, at a time of 
financial distress, and with the volume of currency as already indi- 
cated. In his first message to Congress, in December, 1857, he charges 
the then hard times exclusively to the existence of an 0 
e 

the Clerk to rom that the hs indicated. 
The Clerk read as follows: anne 


public works retarded, our private enterprises of different kinds abandoned, and 
thousands of useful laborers rown out of employment and reduced to want. 75 


* 

It is our duty to inquire what has produced such unfortunate results and 
whether their recurrence can be prevented. In all former revulsions the blame 
might have been fairly attributed to a varivty of canses; but not so 
upon the t occasion. It is apparent that our ting misfortunes have pro- 
ceeded solely irom our extravagant and vicious system 1 currency and bank 
credits, exciting the people to wild speculation and gambling in stock. 
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The framers of the Constitution, when they gave to Congress the power “ to coin 
money and to regulate the value thereof,” and prohibited the States from coining 
money, emitting bills of credit, or making 222 but . and silver coin a 

protected people 


tender in ment of debts, supposed the: the 
— hp ac tart red 4 ble y are not ble for 


an lecmable paper currency. ‘They responsi 
the existing anomaly that a Government endowed with the sovereign attribute of 
coining roo and regulating the value thereof should have no power to prevent 
others from driving this coin out of the country and filling up the channels of cir- 
culation with paper which does not repre<ent gold and silver. 
It is one of the 7 — and most responsible duties of government to insure to 
the people a sound g medium, the amount of which ought to be 
with the utmost — 9 saam and ~~ e . — of 6 trade an — 
exchanges. either greatly a or ly below the r stand- 
the marketable valuo of every miad property is increased or diminished in 
the same proportion, and injusticè to individuals as well as incalculable evils to 
the comm unity are the conseq uence. = x 5 


* 
It is this tem of extravagant expansion, raising the nominal price of 
every article eae beyond its real value when compared with the cost of similar 
articles in countries whose circulation is wisely regulated, which has prevented 
us from competing in our own markets with foreign m»nufactures, has produced 
extravagant impo and coun © effect of the large incidental 
tection afforded to our domestic manufactures by the present revenue tariff. 
Bat for this, the branches of our manufactures composed of raw materials, the pro- 
duction of our own country—such as cotton, iron, and woolen fabrics—would not 
only have acquired almost exclusive possession of the home market, but would 
have created for themselves a foreign market throughout the world. 


Mr. KEIFER. It will be noted that the sage of Wheatland was a 
believer in gold and silver coin as the only sound money for this 
country, and he deprecated all paperinflations. I commend this mes- 
sage to the member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY.] Nor did it 
ever occur to President Buchanan, or any of the wise statesmen of 
the time of his administration, that the way to turn an evil into a 
blessing was to enlarge the evil. The financial crisis of 1837, the 
most terrible in its consequences of any this country has ever wit- 
nessed, was laid at the door of an overissue of an irredeemable paper 
currency and a suspension of specie payments. President Van Buren 
was constrained to call an extra session of Congress (on the suspen- 
sion of specie payments in May, 1837) to meet September 4, 1837, to 
consider the financial affairs of the country. In his special message 
of date of September 4, 1837, he attributes all the business disasters 
of the country to an unsound and irredeemable paper currency, and 
asked Congress to legislate to contract such currency and to secure 
universal specie payments, 

The per capita of currency in this country in 1837 was about one- 
half what it is now and one-third niore than in Buchanan’s adminis- 
tration. President Van Buren contrasted the financial revulsions in 
Great Britain and the United States, and traced their causes to the 
same source, an overissue of paper money. 

An extract or two from that message may be instructive. I read: 


The history of trade in the United States for the last three or four years affords 
the most convincing evidence that our — condition is Svan i to be attributed 
to overaction in all the departments of business; an overaction deriving, perhaps, 
its first impulses from an t causes, but stimulated to its destructive conse- 

uences by excessive issues of bank paper and by other facilities for the acquisi- 

on and enlargement of credit, 8 7 Š 


* 
any of our citizens — heretofore have been to yes beg 
these causes the chief instrumentality in ucing the present state of th 
the developments subsequently made and the actual condition of other commerce: 
countries must, as it seems to me, all ing doubts upon the subject. 
It has since ap that evils similar to those suffered by ourselves have been 
experienced in Great Britain, on the Continent, and ind throughout the com- 
mercial world; and that in other countries, as well as in our own, they have been 
uniformly preceded by an undue enlargement of the boundaries of trade, prompted, 
as with us, by unprecedented expansion of the systems of credit. A reference to 
the amount of banking capital and the issues of paper credits put in circulation 
in Great Britain by banks and in other ways durin Cie years 1834, 1835, and 1836, 
will show an augmentation of the paper currence thane as much disproportioned to 
the real wants of trade asin the United States. With this redundancy of the paper 
currency, there arose in that country also a spirit of adventurous s n, m- 
bracing the whole. range of human enterprise. 

* > 


However unwil 


* 
uirers after truth 


y 
ing but recently the highest degree of a pros; and maintaining with 
each other the pinnan TAIMA dde ina 8 ge and 


catas: he. The most difference 
es has only been that, with us, there has also 
occurred an extensive derangement in the fiscal, affairs of the Federal and State 
governments, occasioned by the suspension of specio payments by the banks. 

After the suspension of specie payments in May, 1837, the premium 
on American gold went up to 12 per cent. On the resumption of spe- 
cie payments, May, 1838, it went down to a half percent. The dem- 
ocratic remedy in 1837 and 1857 was to contract or extinguish paper 
currency and to require specie payments by banks and the Federal 
Government. 

I do not contend for contraction of the currency, but for the 
maintenance of it at its present volume, brought up and kept along- 
side with coin in its purchasing power. Let the increase of the 
quantity of money come through natural causes and by the increase 
of gor and silver coin, which a remonetization of silver and a 
healthy foreign commerce will certainly produce. The facts relating 
to Great Britain, given us by the member from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
KELLEY] the other day, from Tallis’s Illustrated Atlas, of 1851, to 
prove that a large volume of paper currency, regardless of the qnal- 
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ity, was the touchstone of prosperity, will bear looking at again, 
wien I trust the honorable 5 will confess that they prove 
the reverse of what he claimed for them. A 

I send the same statement to the Clerk to be again read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Year, Bank paper. Effects. 
$47, 727, 000 A 
41, 353, 948 Dieas? 
35, 129, 405 | Distress. 
S8 143 200 | — — 
34, 220, 738 at, * 
30, 911,32 


Mr. KEIFER. x 15 7 be 00 200 that in 1818 Great 3 with 
a paper currency of $47,727,000, enjo “ prosperity,” and in 1824 
of gen that quantity had been reduced about one-third, that kingdom 
enjoyed “great prosperity and speculation ;” and also in 1819, when 
that country floated a paper currency of $41,358,948, it suffered “ dis- 
tress,” but, when one-fifth of that sum was cut off, it enjoyed “ great 
proeperit A 

ere, it seems, is a conumdrum for the honorable member [Mr. 
KELLEY] to work out. 

At the period of “ great ity” spoken of, in 1824 and 1825, the 
population of Great Britain was 21,280,000, and her pa currency 
per capita, as shown by these same figures, was about $1.60, and in 
1818, when it was at its maximum, the per capita was on] $2.30. The 
United States, with a present per capita of currency of $14.79, is said 
to be in great distress for want of more paper agg! This is falla- 
cious; it is for want of more business enterprise, which can only be 
secured by a sound currency. The resumption act was passed in an- 
swer to the promise given tothe noteholder, in response to the demands 
of the country, to defeat the predictions of the democratic party 
through its leaders, during the war, that the legal-tender notes would 
become worthless, and to carry out the wishes of that expressed 
since the war. The republican party discovered in the Constitution 
the power to issue the United States legal-tender notes; it created 
and wrote on them a promise to make them good, which should and 
must be kept. Good Faith should be the pole-star of a nation as well 
as of an individual. 

In 1864 Governor Seymour sent a message to the Legislature of the 
State of New York, Soprecasing the consequences that would follow 
from the payment of the Londs of the State of New York in paper 
money, and exhorted them to set to the State and to the nation a good 
example in the matter of paying all its obligations in gold andsilver. 
Mr. Seymour was made the candidate of the democratic party in 1868 
upon a specie-payment platform. I can only briefly refer to facts. 

We come along up to 1872, when we had this condition of things in 
the country: we had three great parties in the country, all of whom 
stood upon a specie-payment platform. The liberal convention that 
met at Cincinnati, composed, it was said, of all the virtue, of all the 
overflowing effervescence of virtue, of all the parties in the country, 
met and adopted a platform; and the plank in regard to specie pay- 
ments reads thus: 

A speedy resumption of e nts is demanded alike by the hi con- 
2 of — — 2 honest government. sid a 

Sixty-odd days afterward, the democratic party, having considered 
the subject well, and considered it not upon the report of a committee. 
re-adopted that platform in the light of a specie-resumption letter of 
Horace Greeley. They re-adopted it in words and terms. A speedy 
resumption of specie 8 was demanded by the democratic 
party, in 1872, “ by the highest considerations of commercial morality 
and honest government.” 

In 1875 this Congress gave to the country the resumption law, 
which did not promise resumption until seven years after speedy re- 
sumption had been demanded by all the ies of the country, the 
republican, the democratic, the liberal and all the other parties; and 
yet we are now told that we forced this matter hastily upon the 
country. 

Since the passage of the act the democratic party has continued to 
demand specie payments. Governor Tilden was made the standard- 
bearer of that party only one year ago. He had always favored specie 
resumption. He recommended, immediately after the passage of the 
resumption act as governor, and the New York Legi ature Ht arson 
and he approved, a bill, now the law of New York State, which re- 
quires all taxes to be collected in gold—no silver—and all contract 
obligations payable in the State of New York to be performed by pay- 
ments in coin after January 1, 1879. 

Tilden was placed on a platform which favored resumption of specie 
payments and which arraigned the republican party before the bar 
of the world for not having resumed specie payments on the surren- 
der of the insurgent armies. Lest some may be prone to forget that 
platform, I read an extract from it, as follows: 

We denounce the fail: for all these eleven years of peace, to make the 
— ee of the legal tender notes, ose, area ks g standard of wai fe the 


ds of the people, and the non-payment of which is a disregard of the hited 
faith of the nation. pe Pig 
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That platform only denounces the resumption act and demands 
the repeal of the resumption clause of the act as a hinderance to re- 
sumption, 

To further make clear the true interpretation of that platform, I 
read an extract from Mr. Tilden's letter of acceptance: 


“Reform is 


emand a judicious system of . — es, by 


on tho notes of the 
Tease the publio eedan and “ maintain — the 
ish a sound currency" for Ue people. 


It will be observed that he, too, thinks resumption necessary to 
restore credit and maintain the national honor. 

On this platform, thus interpreted, the whole democratic party 
stood one year ago, The majority of this House was elected on this 

ie-resumption platform, not excepting the member from Ohio 
1 EwWINgI who has charge of this bill. 

We should address ourselves to the work of perfecting the law, and 
not to its repeal. 

I have said enough on this question. I have sought to show that 
good money is better for the whole people than depreciated currency ; 
that overissues of paper currency have in the brought about 
speculation, extravagance, and extended credit, which when tho pay- 
day came brought disaster and ruin, and that the present in this 
respect is not different from the past. 

1 have shown that the law was passed not only to secure the re- 
demption of the nation’s sacred promise most solemnly made, but for 
n wise purpose and in answer to a demand of the great parties of this 
country, and especially the democratic party. 

It is common to hear the republican party ch with the passage 

of this law, and as a consequence with all the financial disasters of 
the country. The member from Tenncssce [Mr. RIDDLE] gives us a 
summary of financial disasters for four years during the war, when 
people were just embarking in speculation on account of sudden 
puper inflation, and for four and a half years since tho war, chiefly 
pe or to the resumption act, and he contrasts the two poriods: He 
gnores the real fact that the disasters of the later period are but 
legitimate results of the course taken by speculators in the former. 
The repeal of the resumption act will not pay the debts of a bank- 
rupt, nor start him again in business. 

Te also states that in 1865 the circulation reached $2,200,000,000 ; 
that is, $55 per capita, and that the Secretary of the Treasury redneed 
it $1,200,000,000, This is the old method of perverting figures on tho 
stump to scare the people. The facts do not bear the gentleman out. 
No such contraction has ever taken place in our currency proper, as 
I havo already shown. Bonds bearing interest, which are included 
in this statement of the circulation and reduction, were, when due, 
paid off or interchanged for other bonds by the Government, which 
nover entered into the common currency of the count We have 
still in this country a mountain of debt evidenced by bonds which 
represent in part the cost of a preserved Union. But it is said that 
bonds have been sold in foreign countries. Grantit. This was be- 
cause they, together with the other promises of the Government, 
wore decried and their repudiation threatened until we had to go to 
the money marts of Europe for purchasers. 

Had the bonds been bought and held by our own people as a per- 
manent investment, more money would have been withdrawn from 
business enterprises and there would have been less employment for 
the laboring-men. The money arising from tho sale of bonds abroad 
has been made available in business here. Tho honorable member 
also assails the republican party for pernicious and dishonest legisla- 
tion, invidious to the laboring man, in favor of the creditor and 
against the debtor class. 

The record of the republican party has been written and has passed 
into history. From its birth to the present honr it has battled for the 
sights of man and the elevation of the enslaved, defenseless, and 
weak against the oppressions of the ive and strong. 

I draw no invidious distinctions here; this is neither tho time nor 
occasion; but I may be permitted to say I have nevor yet seen a 
republican who did not believe in giving every man an equal chanco 
in the race of life and the freedom to enjoy the earnings of the sweat 
of his own face. 

Mr. Speaker, to the resumption act all financial disasters are laid. 
1 remember that the panic of 1873 came two years before its 


When the army of Northern Virginia surrendered to Grant at Ap- 
ttox the price of gold was $1.52 in currency. On July 11, 1864 

just after the democratic party had declared the war on the part o 
the North an “experiment and a failure,” it reached $2.86. When 
the capa ac act was passed gold was only $1.12}. It is to-day only 
51.024. Shall we, by the passage of this bill, again raise the price of 
gold? Shall we, when we are trying to give the country a bimetallic 
currency, appreciate gold or depreciate our paper currency ? 

Had we not better dovote ourselves to the work of hitching the 
threo oe aes and abreast? They have been driven tandem long 
enough. 

It 22 siren song to sing in the ears of those nnfortunate men who 
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are out of employment that financial legislation has brought about 
hard times; but it is delusive. 

Many causes concur in putting an eud in this and many of the great 
manufacturing and commercial countries of Europe to a demand for 
laboring-men. I can only name one or two of these causes. Tho 
labor-saving machinery now in use in mannfactories and on farms 
has driven the laborer from the shops and fields. 

It is estimated that England, with a population of thirty-six millions 
of souls, has, through her machinery, a pestis tested equivalent to 
six hundred millions of able-bodied men; and United States, with 
a population now of about forty-six millions, has, through her machin- 
ery, a working power equal to two hundred and fifty millions of mon. 
Through the inventive genius of man, more men have been left with- 
ont 5 in America and on the continent of Europe than 
through all other causes combined. 

From a state of war, recklessness in business enterprises, extrava- 

t living, and unusual and extraordinary expenditures on public 
mprovements, we haye omerged to & period of peace and compara- 
tive steadiness in business, economy in living, and a necessary cessa- 
tion of public improvements. Individuals with wealth have cur- 
tailed their expenses in every way, all of which tends to lessen the 
demands for labor. 

The millions of men engaged during the war on either side in con- 
suming and destroying returned to fill up the ranks of men seckin 
civil employment and tò become producers, Tho United States is 
no longer the principal paymaster to the hundreds of thousands in 
its employ, to the growers of the products of the soil or to mann- 
facturers. The South has not yot had timo to recover from the 
devastation of civil war. The purchasing power of our currency is 
now 33 per cent. r than when tho war closed. Shall we, by 
enacting this bill into a law, contract the purchasing power of our 
money to what it was when tho war closed? 

To all those who believe resumption of specie payments must and 
should come; to all those who are opposed to repudiation of the 
nation’s sacred debt; to all those who are in favor of a sound and 
stable currency for the r as well as the rich; to all those who 
have the truest and best interests of all classes of persons at heart, 
I 8 82 975 and implore them to stand firm and hold the ground gained 
and nnite in logislation which will put this country upon a sound 
financial basis. With many who here support this bill I might agree 
as to a lack of wisdom in the resnmption act as an original question 
but if evil has flowed from the operation of the act we have tasted 
of that evil, and we should now gather tho ripe fruit jast within our 
praep. Gold, silver, and paper money areclosing thoirranks together; 

ot us do nothing to re-open the breach. If, in tho future, it should 
seem that the date for resumption is fixed too soon, I will vote to 
tpone that date to a more opportune time, but let us here do our 

uty by first perfecting the existing law. 
id = DUNK EEL addressed the House. [His remarks will appear in 

e Appendix. 

Mr. SAMPSON Mr. Speaker, thero are a few points which have be- 
come promiuent during this discussion to which I desire to refer; but 
before passing to them I will say I am not oppost toa modification of 
the resumption act or to the substitution in its stead of a better plan, 
us & better one I believe there might bo; but to its nnconditional re- 
peal, without such substitution, I am opposed. That would boin my 
opinion the first long step toward repudiation. Wo would lose ground 
that could not be recovered ; and it would end in a disregard of a 
constitutional obligation. Thoreforo, while there are some amend- 
ments pending looking to a modification of the Jaw or rendering its 
meaning more definite for which I shall vote, when it comes to tho 
question of absolute and unconditional repeal, regarding it then asa 
question of resumption or repudiation, and preferring the former ovon 
under the present law to the latter, I shall vote “no.” 

The arguments for the immediate and absolute repeal of this re- 
sumption law have been erected mainly on two fundamental propo- 
sitions: First, the volume of money in the country or in circulation 
regulates pri and with an ample supply prices are fair and busi- 
ness brisk; with a decreasing volume prices decline, business lan- 

ishes, and hard times, bankruptey and enforced idleness follow. 

nd, that the resumption act has largely decreased the volume of 
money, and therefore these inevitable results have followed. To the 
first proposition I do not propose to take exception, but the second 
I emphatically deny. 

Now, sir, I desire to state the amount of money in the country at 
the date of the passage of the act and at the present time, And for 
this i se I shall assume, with the permission of our back 
friends, hat gold and silver coin is money. My sources of informa- 
tion are the finance reports, Pontes official statements made by the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Comptroller of the Currency, and a 
letter of the Director of the Mint to 1 Nose of date November 10, 1877, 

iving the amount of coin and bullion in the country at the two 
tes, exports and imports for certain periods, and the products of 
the mines. This letter, a statement from the Comptroller of tne Cur- 
rency, and one from the Secretary of the Treasury, I shall take the 
liberty, with the permission of the Houso, to attach to my remarks. 
I consider the sources of information the most reliable of an y of which 
the nature of the inquiry admits. The facts given will also serve to 
illustrate the correctness of the rule that where the poorer currency 
goes out the better comes in to take its place. 


„ 


1877. 
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We had January 14, 1875, as follows: 


United States notes, (greenbacks) ) $382, 000, 000 

PYACtlonel CUONG cease etapou sexanacaceae covebsaes 46, 390, 593 

National-bank notes . 351, 861, 450 

erl. e kaasa ESEA oaa 141, 000, 000 
Total, if wo include coin and bullion, (and this I 

will explain hereafter) 921, 252, 048 


We have to-day, or had November 1, 1877, as near as we can 
estimate it: 


United States notes pee 3 22 . 8354, 490, 892 
Fractional currency .........-- . 18, 352, 574 
National-bank not ss „4„„„„44„4ĩ $16,775, 111 
Coin and bullion, (October 17 . 260, 951, 651 

r 3 3 950, 570, 228 


or $29,318,180 more than January 14, 1875. Take the bullion from 
each account, which would be $6,700,000 from the first and $13,582,567 
from the last, and it will still leave a difference of $23,434,671. Deduct 
again, for the possible underestimate of the amount used in the arts 
and manufactures, the farther sum of $13,000,000—although $5,000,000 
annually has already been deducted in the foregoing calculation— 
and the accounts will stand: 


January 14, 1875, paper and cojjmb- ......... $914, 552, 048 

C TTT 9921 986,719 

Making an increase of „ $san 10,434,671 

The decrease in paper has been $90,633,471; the increase in coin, 
$101,068,142. 


Here we have, on the most reliable and best possible statistics we 

n procuro, a demonstration that we havo more money in the country, 
and better money, than when the act was passed. Tho paper money 
currency is better by 7 or 8 per cent., aud for that which has tap 
2 2775 me has come in its stead gold and silver coin, three-fou 
of it gold. 

It may be said, Admit this and the proposition that there is less 
money in circulation is true, for the metals have collected in the 
money centers, are hoarded away and not in use. The stock of gold 
has been increased because it has been locked up in the Treasury 
where it could not get away, and it is hoarded in banks. But the 
fact is 58 per cent. of the whole amount of coin and bullion in the 
country December 31, 1874, was in the Treasury, and now only 52 per 
cent., 80 the increase has been greater outside than in. And if we 
take the national banks as a fair index of what there is in all banks, 
wo find the amount less there. Amount of specie in national banks 
December 31, 1874, $22,436,000 ; amount June 22, 1877, the latest date 
I was able to obtain from the Comptroller of the Currency, $21,335,000. 
It may be thought legal-tenders are hoarded by the banks and are 
therefore taken out of circulation. Legal-tenders in national banks 
December 31, 1874, $82,604,000; June 22, 1877, $78,004,000. 

My firm conviction, therefore, is that, as yet at least, the resump- 
tion act has not been the causo of our hard times; the causes lie away 
back and deeper down than this. They are our enormous indebted- 
ness—national, State, monpa corporate, and individual—specu- 
lation, and extravagance, and misdirection of tho energies of our 
peoplo, caused by the necessity of throwing into circulation the enor- 
mous amount of credit currency during the war and the destruction 
and waste of that dark period. Consequently, the war is the first 
grand moving cause of it all; and when you have fixed the respon- 
sibility of that you have fixed the responsibility for all our financial 
disturbances and distress. And our only remedy is rigid public and 
private economy, lightening the burdens of taxation as much as pos- 
sible, encouragement and protection to all useful and legitimate em- 
ployment of both labor and capital, very gradual and steady reduc- 
tion of our indebtedness, the privilege of using all the money we mor- 
ally and constitutionally may for that purpose, and our abandonment 
of the theory that we can create wealth by an attempt to make abso- 
lute money out of paper that will wipe away our national indebted- 
ness. : 

What are our constitutional obligations in regard to legal-tender 
notes, both in relation to those out and the Tight to add to the pres- 
ent volume? Tho three hundred and fifty-four millions now out- 
standing are a part of the public debt, created under laws authoriz- 
iu e ITS section 4, article 14, of the Constitution, which says 
“ the validity of the public dobt of the United States, authorized b 
law, * ™ shall not be questioned,” that is, its justness, sound- 
ness, legal strength, legal force, shall not be treated as doubtful, 
applies as well to these notes as to any bond held in Wall street or 
in London, and they must be as conscientiously provided for, and 

y bes rear which points to a purpose of abandoning the idea of 
their ultimate redemption is unconstitutional. 

It may be asked, Why make a noise about this constitutional obli- 

tion? Who wants themredeemed? Not the people. Well, let us 

honestly offer to pay them. Then if noone wants pay, we have done 
our duty. But if gentlemen aro so well satisfied no one wants pay, 


why so afraid to make the offer? Ay, there is the rub; we do not 
make the offer for fear it will be accepted. 
Can wo add to their present volume 


Bills of credit issued by the 


United States to be circulated as money, payable only at the pleasure 


of the Government, made legal tender in payment of debts public 
and private, constitute a forced loan from the people to the Govern- 
ment to the aggregate amount of the whole issue. When the citizen 
can get nothing else from his Government or his neighbor in payment 
of debt. he must take this. When the dealer can get nothing else for 
his goods he must take this or go out of business. Thus such cur- 
rency forces its way. This is all right where there is a necessity for 
A 5 7 I will be the last one to complain that greenbacks were issued. 
ey came to us in the field during the war as welcome messengers. 
But this power to make onr bills of credit legal tenders has Seon 
pare by all the indges who sustained the law, the able jurists who 
ave justified, and the statesmen who took part in its enactment, 
not upon any substantial or express power given in the Constitution, 
but upon the clause giving auxiliary power, to wit: 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and for carrying into execu! 
the foregoing powers and all othor powers vested by this Constitution in the con 
ernment of the United States, or in any Departmont or officer thereof. 

And the whole gist and scope of the reasoning is that when extraor- 
dinary demands upon the Government for money arise, which the ordi- 
nary methods of taxation or borrowing cannot be reasonably expected 
to provide, this extraordi means may be resorted to. That it 
was extraordinary we need only to refer to the fact that the Govern- 
ment existed under the Constitution for seventy-two years and 
through several wars without resorting to it. But who can say, as a 
legislator bound to obey the Constitution, that to-day when the ordi- 
nary taxation pays all the current expenses of the Government, all 
the interest on the public debt and a large sum on the principal annu- 
ally, when we can borrow money on forty years’ time at 4 per cent., 
can renew our indebtedness as often as it becomes due, that it is nec- 
essary or proper or ng wee or conducive to the ends for which the 
Government was established to force a new loan from the people in 
order to raise money ; or can we say it is n to legislate values 
away from the people in order to give them a circulating medium 7 

It may be asked will not this reasoning apply equally to reissues; 
and can they be constitutionally reissued after once received by the 
Government for dues or redeemed in coin. To this I answer thore is 
a broad distinction; so long as they are redeemed under a law ro- 
serving the right to reissue, it is bat the continuation of the old debt. 
Tho original issue is the creation of the debt, the reissne is but the 
continuation, And if convertible into coin at the pleasure of tho 
holder, it would be but a continuation of the debt at the will of him 
who was entitled to demand pay. 

I can but regard this as the first rea] contest in the national halls of 
legislation between the new school of financiers who believe in fiat 
money as it is termed by the honorable monetary commission, whoso 
report was submitted this session, and those who believe with tho 
founders of the Government in actual money, or money of intrinsic 
worth as the true standard of values. 

All admit that it isthe great and sudden fluctuations in the vol- 
ume of money—increase or decrease—that work the injustice. It is 
the pufling-up and grinding-down process that crashes out the mid- 
dle and poorer classes. ho wins in these operations? Great in- 
crease gives unnatural rise in prices, and decrease unnatural decline. 
He who can command large quantities of money can buy and sell 
property on a rising market and make money. He can hold his money 
on & falling one, and make money by its appreciation in value. Thus 
the sudden ebbing or flowing tide of money rolls wealth into the laps 
of the rich; but he who has not sufficient wealth to command mone 
makes nothing by speculation. What the shrewd, the sharp, anc 
the rich make by these fluctuations the poor, the plodding, the indus- 
trious, the real Creators of wealth, lose, 

Which of the twosystems is the more liable to lead to these fluctua- 
tions? By the one, the law-making power has but to blow its sover- 
eign breath on paper, and lo! it is money, actual money; and it ma; 
breathe upon it again and it withers away as suddenly asit ap 4 
The material is limitless, the only bounds to quantity is legislative 
will. By the other, every dollar is a fair index of the toil and labor 
it has fhe in some period of the world’s history to produce it. The 
material is such that it is not susceptible of rapid increase, and its 
use so universal that change of a national law or of a government 
itself will not destroy its value. Who can doubt that the specie basis 
is the more just and solid foundation on which to rest our standard 
of values? 

Mr. S 
my 
so el 
(Mr. 


er, I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to express 
ration for the glowing eulogies pronounced on the greenback 
uently and earnestly by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
Y] and the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HANNA] on this 
floor on yesterday, when reciting how t and manifold had been 
its blessings ; but their reasoning therefrom against its redemption 
appeared to me somewhat strange. It is a singular way of honorin 
aper. It seems to me very much such a performance as this woul 
: an individual, finding himself in destitute circumstances, in great 
want of the necessaries to sustain life, is fortunate enough to dis- 
cover a friend. That friend loans him money and takes his note. 
He, from this means, feeds and clothes himself and gets along in the 
world. After the note has been overdue about ten zam the holder 
presents it. The maker looks at it, and breaks forth in the fullness 
of his soul, from the recollections it awakens. “Oh, what a glorious 
note! It is the instrument that clothed me when I was naked, fed 
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me when I was hungry, sheltered me from the chilling storms. I 
could fall down and worship it.“ “ Pugh!” says the holder,“ I don’t 


want you to worship it. I want to suggest—perha you can make 
some arrangement to provide for it.” “Provide for it? Pay it? 


My dear sir, it has done me too much good to think of ever providing 
for it in any other way than just letting it float.” Now, sir, after 
the same manner that this individual is honoring his paper these 
gentlemen are honoring the greenback. 

Mr. S er, a few words on the silver bill and I have done. This 
debate been made the occasion for denunciations of this bill. 
Some of our eastern friends are not backward in letting us know that 
they regard this as a dishonorable attempt to apply the scaling pro- 
cess to the reduction of our indebtedness, an attempt to change the 
contract. How can these gentlemen, who justify the legislation of 
1873, have the hardihood to even whisper “change of contract?” If 
to drop from our coin the silver dollar, which was a legal-tender for 
all amounts when $1,500,000,000 of our coin bonds, bonds now ont- 
standing, were issued, was not an unwarrantable change of con- 
tract, then to restore this dollar to its old place, notwithstanding 
$200,000,000 of bonds have since been issued in refunding our debt, is 
not such a change. 

Again, there never has been a law on ourstatute-books, as I under- 
stand it, that authorized the issuing of a bond payable in gold alone. 
And all bonds issued since 1873 have been issued under the authorit 
of the act for refunding the public 3 roved July 14, 1870, whic 
uses this language in specifying in what kind of money the bonds 
3 be redeemed: “Redeemable in coin of the present standard 
value. 2 

And it further says: “ And the said bonds shall have set forth and 

ressed upon their facesthe above specified conditions.” 

ow, sir, it seems to me the legislation of 1873 did not repeal or 
change these provisions, and all bonds issued under this law should 
have specified that which the law provided they should; and it may 
be that such is the fact; that is, that they should be redeemable in the 
coin of the standard value of 1870. And the only effect of the act of 
1873 was to limit the means of the United States to comply with the 
contract, and every purehaser of a bond ought to have realized that 
Con had the same power to remove the limitation that it had 
to place it there, and that it would be far more equitable to do so 
han to let it remain. 

Farther, that provision of the Constitution which says that Con- 
gress shall have power to coin money and regulate the value thereof 
enters into and becomes a part of every contract, whether such con- 
tract be with the Government or between individuals, and parties 
thereto have the right to expect only that Congress will adhere hon- 
estly to the usual coinage of the country and make no material 
changes for or against the interests of either contracting party ; and 
to now again provide for a coin of the same weight of pure silver as 
that used from 1794 to 1873, a period of seventy-nine years, and a legal 
tender when the great mass of our indebtedness was created, is not 
an unjustifiable or inequitable exercise of the constitutional power 
given to Congress to coin money and regulate the value thereof, 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE DIRRCTOR OF THE MINT, 
Washington, D. 


Sm: . to-day relative to the stock of coin and 
in country, 


domestic production of the mines, exports and importa, 
&c., I transmit herewith a memorandum embracing the information so far as I am 
able to furnish it. 


Very respectfully, 
Hon. E. S. Sampson. 
Memorandum relative to stock of — 5 coin and bullion in the United 


H. R. LINDERMAN, Director. 


My previous estimates have been made for fiscal years, and I am unable therefore 
to furnish an estimate of the stock on hand at the dato of the passage of tho re- 
be taken between the estimates of 


gold and three millions in silver annually. 

After deducting these amounts from my estimate for June 30, 1874, and also al- 
lowing for a probable overestimate, the stock on hand at the time may be stated 
a ximately at $141,000,000, and my estimate for June 30, 1875, gave the amount 
at Bi42,00,004, of which about twelve to fifteen millions consisted of silver coin and 
on. 


this last estimate as a basis, adding the production of the mines and the 

imports since the last-named date, and deducting the exports and allowing for 

about five millions annum consumed in the arts and manufactures, the stock in 

„ 1877, amounted to Lip Seg be of which $192,720,230 was gold 
ion. 


Sep data, 
the addition to our stock of gold amounted to $14,738,865 and to silver. $3,357,028, 
which added to the amounts estimated to have been in the country June 30, 1877. 
gives as the total amount of gold coin and bullion October 1, $207,459,095, and of 
F bullion, $53,492,556 ; these figures have not changed materially since 

t time. 

As before stated, it is difficult to estimate the amount consumed in the arts and 
manufactures and it is impossible to n the amount taken out of the country 
in private hands or brought in by immigrants. I am inclined to think that my 
estimates of the amounts consumed in the arts and manufactures may be, if my: 
thing, too low, and therefore the best — that I can form upon the subject 
that at the present time our stock fa bullion and coin is from one hundred 
and eighty- ve to two hundred millions and of silver coin and bullion from forty- 
eight to fifty millions. 
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Of these amounts the portion constituting bullion does not amount to over 5 per 
9 koh ar Any se the silver, ane 
e production mines forthe fiscal years ended respecti une 30, 1876, 
and June 30, 1877, was estimated as follows: ee 7, 


Silver. 


$38, 500, 000 
38, 950, 000 


$46, 750, 000 
45, 100, 000 


B.—Statement of the Comptroller of the Currency, showing the issue and re- 
tirement of national-bank notes and legal-tender notes, under the acts of 
June 20, 1874, and January 14, 1875, to November 1, 1877. 

National-bank notes outstanding when act of June 20, 1874, 


S 00 a od ate ts $345, 894, 182 
7278. from June 20, 1874, to January 14, 4 
Nationalbank notes redcemed and retired between same 
r NE E SE T ET 2, 767, 232 
Increase from June 20, 1874, to January 14, 1875.....- 1 807 268 
National-bank notes outstand January 14, 1£75.......... 861, 450 
National-bank notes — pb peers A from January 14, e 
a T IE E A I V A ERAR 60, 342, 617 
National-bank notes surrendered between same dates 9, 130, 107 a 
Total redeemed and surrendered ......-..........---- 69, 472, 724 
National-bank notes issued between same dates |, 386, 5 
Decrease from January 14, 1875, to dato 35, 086, 339 
National-bank notes outstanding at date. 316, 775, 711 
Greenbacks on deposit in the Treasury June 20, 1874, to retire notes ff altars 
insolvent and liquidating banks 7; ctecep esos $3, 813, 675 
Greenbacks deposited from June 20, 1874, to date, to retire national- 
C y case mdheratiedyshosnvhpuk ß ]7—, sient 72, 407, 545 
otetdepentte | aoc e ee ee 76, 221, 220 
ed by Treasurer between same dates without 
. ſ7— ..... 8 
Greenbacks on deposit at datt . 13.111,71 
Greenbacks retired under act of January 14, 1876 F 27, 509, 108 
A ghee cde EE E dusecdsc 354, 490, 892 
JNO. JAY KNOX, 
Comptroller of the . 
C.—Comparison of condition of the Treasury November 1, 1876, and Novem- 
ber 1, 1377. 
Balances. 1876. 
$15, 950, 632 64 
mw!!! ⁊è v REA oo pemetancaraaene 9, 444, 569 00 
40, 670, 000 00 37, 620, 000 00 
75, 967, 027 98 131, 022, 843 94 
194, 038, 045 58 
$33,283,100 00 | 33, 543, 200 00 
42, 683, 927 98 97, 479, 643 
1, 692, 950 00 26, 290, 900 00 
5, 146, 389 55 4, 864,414 53 
ing legal-tenders.......... 367, 535, 716 00 354, 400, 592 00 
g 28, 555, 478 05 18, 352, 574 66 
3 21, 913, 408 50 36, 651,850 36 
Total debt, less cash in 2, 088, 878, 436 78 | 2 047,350, 700 57 
Reduction of debt for October. - 3, 388, 139 01 4, 236, 554 30 
Reduction of debt since July 1 10, 560, 908 21 12, 807, 522 69 
Market value of gold.. 109 75 102 75 
Imports, (12 months ending September 30). 435, 427, 270 00 468. 131, 778 00 
Exports, (12 months ending September 30). 619, 173, 350 00 667, 403, 577 00 


Mr. LORING. Mr. S 
portance to the long and elaborate arguments which have for so many 
years been presented to this House and to the country on the question 
now under consideration, but I trust I may at least recall some histori- 
cal facts which may be instructive at a time like this, and offer a few 
suggestions worthy of the attention of those who realize the broad and 
sacred importance of the ci ave I would at least speak a word for 


er, I cannot expect to add anything of im- 


that Commonwealth which I have the honor to represent in part, » 
Commonwealth known throughout the world as standing by its obli- 
gations with unwavering fidelity, a Commonwealth which, during 
the trials of the civil war and its temptations, discharged all those 
obligations in coin and set an example of honor and honesty which 
has not yet been forgotten in the finuncial world. I would not speak 
in the interest of a section, or a State, or a party, or an industry; for 
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I cannot look upon the question as bearing on any individual 8 
or any one State, or any single community, or any special party. To 
my mind it is as broad as our country, affecting all men alike, the 
same at the North as at the South, at the East as at the West—a 
question of uniform and universal interest, and capable of but one 
solhtion for all. As I ize one sentiment of patriotism for my 
country, so 1 recognize but one law of finance, confident that when 
one member suffers all the other members suffer with it. A blow 
struck at the interest of the manufacturers of Massachusetts means a 
blow struck at the farms in Minnesota, and Illinois, and Ohio, and 
at the cotton plantations of Texas and South Carolina. A system 
which gives life and strength to one gives life and strength to the 
other; a system which destroys one destroys the other. And there 
is no appeal based upon one section or industry, no appeal more nar- 
row than the boundaries of the Republic, that can carry argument to 
my mind on a subject in which the American people have a common 
interest and in the adjustment of which the high and the low, the 
rich and the poor, are to fare alike. We must rise or fall together. 
The money which we need in commerce we need on otr land and in 
our mills. The money which is to feed and clothe the laborer must 
be the same as that which gives existence to those great enterprises 
in which labor finds itsemployment. The money which deceives and 
betrays the one will deceive and betray the other. The money which 
supports the one will support the other. And accepting the best law 
of finance, and learning from the best lessons of history, I know of 
no foundation upon which we can all safely stand but that univer- 
sally accepted by the commercial world, and upon which alone can 
rest commercial solvency and permanent success: the recognized coin 
standard of commercial values. 

I am aware that the question of finance is one of the most intri- 
cate and difficult ever submitted to the human mind. During this 
debate we have seen the opinions of the ablest and most ingenious 
financial writers employed to sustain the most diverse and inconsist- 
ent theories, the manifest absurdity of the position often giving addi- 
tional force and ingenuity and vigor to the argument. The difficulty 
of ascertaining and laying down definite laws on a subject so divided 
between sentiment and reality that no man knows exactly where to 
draw the line weighs with oppressive force upon every financial in- 
vestigator. Thesensitiveness of money and the money market knows 
no law. The moral obligations of money know no iron rule. Among 
the financial maxims of our land Jefferson has placed “the honest 
pees of our debts” as of the foremést value, a maxim to which 

call the attention of his followers in our own day; and yet circum- 
stances may arise which would make the payment of that which is 
“rominated in the bond” so hard, so oppressive, so cruel that no man 
could tolerate its enforcement without violating every manly and 
Christian sentiment ; and no man could insist upon it without joining 
his name to that which the great poet has given us as a synonym of 
financial injustice and wrong. The law of supply and demand applies 
to every marketable commodity entering into the commerce of the 
world: to corn, and wheat, and cotton, and wool, and all products of 
human ingenuity and skill; but not to money. In a financial crisis, 
when money ought to expand, it contracts; and, in the wildness of 
speculation, when it ought to contract it expands. It obeys every 
law but the law of wisdom and deliberate judgment. It bears neither 
prosperity nor adversity well. It isa shallow stream when its waters 
are needed to give life and beauty to the land; a destroying flood when 
its course should be subdued and moderate. 

In the midst of all this difficulty, however, we cannot forget that 
history furnishes us with certain unerring and indispntable laws by 
which we may be guided. We may learn, if we will, that confidence 
lies at the very foundation of financial prosperity and success. It is 
well-founded confidence that gives value to even the soundest cur- 
rency and furnishes an occupation to every medium of exchange, 
whatever it may be. It is the force and spring of all financial ac- 
complishment. It prepares the way over which alone can the most 
bounteous harvest reach a clamorous market. And when it is lost, 
demand ceases and supply is but a mockery. It is a want of confi- 
dence that is paralyzing the business of the country to-day, not a 
want of money. Let confidence once more return, and the products 
of American industry would fill the channels of trade at home and 
abroad as swiftly as swollen streams rash to the sea. Let confidence 
once more return, and every advocate of an expanding and irredeem- 
able currency would forget that he ever dreamed of a scarcity of cir- 
culating medium. 

If we will turn candidly and dispassionately to history we shall 
find another fact especially winded of our attention at this time; 
and this fact, equivalent to a law, is that when by the pressing de- 
mands of civil or foreign war, or by the exigencies of a great com- 
mercial crisis, a nation has been compelled to resort to an inflated 
and irredeemable currency, its first business on the return of peace 
and prosperity has been to restore its currency to a sound specie 
basis as rapidly as possible, as the only way to arrive at permanent 
commercial prosperity. This has always been the great national am- 
bition and desire. No nation has yet been audacious enough or blind 
2 to suppose it could develop its domestic industry with a 
healthy growth, or maintain strong and honorable relations with its 


commercial neighbors until it took its stand with them, declared 
itself ready to fulfill its promises, and accepted as the standard of 
value that which is recognized as such in the markets of the world. 


It is war and inflation on the one hand and peace and a sound cur- 
rency on the other. So says all history. 
CONTINENTAL MONEY, 

Of this national determination we may find many remarkable illus- 
trations. The financial condition of our own country during the rev- 
8 war is certainly familiar to every gentleman in this House. 
The rapid rise and the speedy downfall of an irredeemable currency 
during the early years of that war furnish a most instructive lesson 
for times like these, and supply us with a warning which ought to 
guide us in our present financial trials. We are indeed compelled to 
admire the patriotism and courage which led the Continental Con- 
giess to enter upon its first financial appeal to the people. The pe- 
riod was by no means auspicious. The opening scenes of the war 
were just then passing rapidly before that devoted assembly which 
had met to create a new nation. The rally at Lexington, the stand 
at Concord, the costly sacrifice at Bunker Hill, were the warlike events 
upon which they were to forecast the future power of American arms 
in the struggle for independent nationality. To inspire a love of free- 
dom, to discuss the doctrines of self-government, to rouse the . 
colonies to action, and to support the earnest through their trials, 
was a service of comparative ease. But to provide for an impover- 
ished people, to create a treasury withont national name or national 
government, to establish even a temporary currency which thirteen 
separate colonies would recognize, required a degree of wisdom and 
skill hardly then equaled in the history of finance. Five days after 
the battle of Bunker Hill the work of supplying the. army and the 
people with money began. On the 22d of June, 1775, the first issue 
of $3,000,000 was authorized by Congress to be apportioned amon 
the colonies in the ratio of their 1 This was but a signa 
to all local governments in the land. The colonies, by legislative 
act, attempted to force the issue upon their citizens. A second issue 
of $3,000,000 followed on November 29, and a third of $4,000,000 on 
February 17, 1776. And here distrust took the place of the confidence 
which had given value to the issue thus far. Between the people 
and Congress a contest arose, in which the comparative value of in- 
dustry and self-sacrifice in a great crisis and of forced loans was to 
be tested. Congress, by solemn resolution, attempted to give value 
to the currency and to inspire the public mind with confidence in 
the useful part it was to perform in the great contest. A people with 
probably $20,000,000 of coin in circulation, and with minds accus- 
tomed to dealing in a substantial standard of values, did not easily 
learn the inflation lesson. They might be over to committees 
of safety for proper discipline, but they could not understand wh 
their patriotism should be measured by their willingness or unwill- 
ingness to substitute an unsound currency, for one which had served 
their purpose well during all the commercial enterprises of the colo- 
nial period, and had given them a high standing among the success- 
ful merchants of the world. Appeals in behalf of the paper issue 
came from every quarter. The newspaper press stood faithfully b 
it. John Adams gave the weight of his great name to its support. 
In May, 1776, and in November of the same year, additional issues 
were authorized, and the general in command of the army at Phila- 
delphia was directed to issue an order “ that if any one refused to 
take the government notes in payment for foods, the goods should be 
forfeited, and the person so refusing should be thrown into prison.” 
Again, Co d a resolution declaring that any person refus- 
ing to sell his products for continental bills, dollar for dollar in coin, 
ought to be deemed an enemy to the liberties of the United States, 
and calling on the States to pass laws in accordance with this senti- 
ment. On the 27th of December, 1776, it passed a resolve empower- 
ing Washington “to raise forces and take whatever could be found 
necessary for their subsistence or clothing; and if the owner would 
not sell at a fair price, to be paid in continental money, he might be 
arrested and kept in confinement.” The amount of notes issued in 
1775 and 1776 was $25,000,000. ‘Tariffs and taxes were established in 
the States to fix values and to substantiate the currency, which, in 
1778, reached the enormous sum of $51,000,000, and in 1779 the still 
more startling amount of $101,000,000. The attempt of Congress to 
fix the relative value of the notes with gold coin had become a mani- 
fest failure, and the repeal of the law passed for that p speed- 
ily followed, attended by the wildest financial confusion; and it at 
last became apparent that the people would no longer be compelled 
to receive government notes in payment of debts previously con- 
tracted. Still the issue continued until it reached the sum of $241,- 
552,280, and the value of the notes fell to the ignoble standard of 
500 to 1. The stupendous monument erected by the desperation 
of the times was here abandoned by Con to its fate, and it 
fell. Instantly coin reappeared in circulation. “Gold and silver,” 
said Paine, that wonderful genius whose inspiring call for freedom 
never ceased, and whose practical wisdom demands our respect for 
his virtues and closes our eyes and ears to his faults anc e 
“that for a while seemed to have retreated again into the bowels o 
the earth, have once more risen into circulation, and every day adds 
a new strength to trade, commerce, and agriculture.” The injurious 
effects of this flood of irredeemable paper money upon the prosperity 
and morals of the community were eloquently set forth by contem- 
poraneous writers. Said Pelatial Webster, one of the wisest and 
most sagacious essayists of the time : 


It has polluted the equity of our laws—turned them into engines of oppression 
and wrong; corrupted tho justice of public administrations ; destroyed the fortunes 
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of thousands who had most confidence in it; enervatod the trade, husbandry, and 
manufactures of the country; and wont far to destroy the morality of our people. 
Wo have suffered more from this cause than from any other cause or 
calamity. It has killed more men, pervaded and corrupted the choicest interests 
of our country more, and done more injustice even tho arms and artifice of the 
enemy. 

ROBERT MORRIS, 


Tho passage of tho country from the financial ruin and confusion I 
have described constitutes one of the most interesting chapters in 
American history. The wisdom of Robert Morris in organizing the 
Bank of North America in 1782 and creating a solvent monoy insti- 
tution which could in the discharge of a legitimate business make 
loans to the Government cannot be overestimated. He brought order 
out of chaosat once, restored confidence, arrested wild speculation, took 
the gold coin of the country froma position as an article of merchandise, 
and gave it a legitimate place as a medium of exchange and a stand- 
ard of value, and brought our commerce into intimate relations with 
the commerce of the world. And when the war ended the American 

lo had not only achieved their independence, but they had also 
In the end secured a financial reputation which was respected wher- 
over honest finance was considered to be the only policy upon which 
u nation can stand. 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 


But not only was the last act of the Continental Government an 
attempt to lift the country out of the inflation attendant on irre- 
deemable paper money, but tho first act of the Constitutional Govern- 
ment was to establish at once a sound financial policy. As no states- 
man had opposed resumption under the guidance of Robert Morris at 
the close of the war, so no statesman ed repudiation at the adop- 
tion of the Constitution. The debt of the old government, amount- 
ing to $72,775,895, was assumed. The foreign debt was paid in fall. 
State claims for advances during the war were adjusted on an eqnit- 
able basis. The continental money oven was fanded on what was 
regarded everywhere as a liberal basis: 100 to 1. Under the guid- 
ance of Alexander Hamilton, the great architect of our T: 
Department, a banking system was established which furnished 
means to fund the debt, to collect the revenues, to develop the indus- 
tries of the new Republic, to supply all the channels of trade with a 
redeemable currency, and to fill the commercial mind with confidence 
and faith. Amidst all the political conflicts of tho times, amidst all 
the rivalries of individuals and the jealousics of States, amidst all 
the complications and difficulties which attended the o ization of 
the new Government, but one financial scheme received the suppers 
of tho leaders and the sanction of the people; and that was a scheme 
based on coin. 

During the war, in the hour of peace, at the dawn of the rising 
Republic, the people had tarned their backs upon a dishonest irre- 
deemable currency, and had insisted on an honest payment of their 
debts. Resumption—a return to coin as a medium of circulation—was 
deemed as im tively necessary as the organization of the courts 
of justice, and the establishment of popalas representation. And as 
time went on, and the resources of the country were developed, and 
the power of the Unjon began to extend across the continent, which 
it now covers with such radiance and glory, how the people rallied to 
the support of those who believed in honest finance as they did in 

atriotism and honor! How they labored for national integrity! 
ith what pride did they contemplate their financial achievements! 
What citizen of the Republic can look back upon the work of those 
days without emotions of prone satisfaction? What son of Vir- 
ginia can ever forget the honest impulse which led the Assembly of 
that immortal Commonwealth to express, through the month of the 
illustrious William Wirt, their gratitude to their own great son who 
in his youth gave to the world the Declaration of Independence, and in 
his declining years, as tho Chief Magistrate of the new Republic, laid 
down an honest financial policy as the corner-stone of the Govern- 
ment, and in the eight years of his brilliant administration of affairs 
extinguished nearly half of the national debt? I commend the exam- 
ple set by him to all his followers. I commend the example of Mor- 
Tis and Hamilton to the financiers of our day. I commend the popular 
demand of our revolutionary and early constitutional period for hon- 
est money to those who now call for relief and would grasp the 
shadow of a temporary expedient. 
FRANCE AND THE ASSIGNATS. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I look for another illustration of the view I 
lave taken of the financial policy of all commercial nations, and I 
find it in the course pursued by France at the close of her great revo- 
lution. Weare all familiar with the flood of paper money which, com- 
mencing in 1789, poured over that suffering country until trado and 
industry and credit and confidence were all drowned in the whirling 
waters. Redeemable in the beginning by the confiscated property of 
the clergy and emigrants, the assignats were ultimately issued in such 
enormous amounts that thoy fell to nothing and dragged all trade 
down to ruin. To stay this and to restore prosperity resort was had 

® to many expedients, all based more or less on coin as a standard of 
value. In 1796 the paper money of France of all denominations had 
reached the value of 100 to 6. decree of the directory that its value 
should be announced each day by the treasury had the effect of fin- 
ishing its career, and turned the financial mind of France in a moro 
substantial direction. The condition of affairs in 1799, when M. Gau- 
din accepted the position of minister of finance under the consulate, 


can hardly be described; nor is it possible to conceive the rapidity 
with which by judicious taxation and a proper banking system, he 
restored prosperity to France. A proper collection of tho revenues 
was at once resolved upon. All fo loans were suppressed. The 
emergency was met by the addition of twenty-five centimes to all 
contributions to e and as a measuro of relief it was 
provided that one- the tax should be payable in coin and one-half 
in paper. The best mind of France was di to an honorable so- 
lution of the financial difficulties into which she had been plunged 
by long and exhausting war. It was upon a reliable system of bank- 
ing that our old ally of the Revolution turned her attention, guided 
doubtless by the course pursued by the great American financiers, to 
whose brilliant achievements I have already alluded. The treasury 
of France became what the i Missa 4 of the United States is to-day— 
a banking house charged with tho business of securing the solvency 
of the government. Sir Henry Bulwer tells us that— 

The admirable talont which M. do Tallcyrand displayod on this occasion consisted 
in rendoring clear what appcared obscnro, and simplo what seemed abstract. After 
showing that a bank could only exist with benefit to itself and to others by its 
credit, and that this credit 8 not be the effect of a paper moncy with a forced 
currency op which some porsons wero to form one, inasmuch as that acur- 
rency which was forced was nothing more or less than an exhibition of the insolv- 
ency of the institation it was intended to A pranon ho turned to the general condi- 
tion and credit of the state, and said; “ time, gentlemen, is gone by for com- 
a fiscal plans, learnedly and artfally combined, which are merely invented 

delay by temporary resources the crisis which is inevitably arising. All tho con- 
trivances of wit and cunning aro exhausted. For the future honesty must replace 

ius. Side by side with the evidence of our calamitics must be placed tho ovi- 
ence of their romedy. All must bo reduced to the simplicity of an account-book 
drawn up by good sense, kept by good faith.” 

In all the financial trials which followed during the days of tho 
empire it was upon judicious taxation and sound banking that Na- 
porron leaned for the safety of France. He demanded that it should 

the Bank of France, not the Bank of Paris. Ho always insisted 
on a sound banking system for the empire, and secured financial suc- 
cess by uniting its commorcial affairs with that organization throngh 
which he was to supply the government with ne funds. And 
he made a redeemable currency the basis of all his financial transac- 
tions. It was at this time that France commenced that remarkable 
career of industry and hoarding which has made her equal to cvery 
crisis, even the destructive war and the exhausting indemnity of our 
own day. The division of her lands among the people under the Code 
Napoleon has given them an opportunity for domestic economy and 
rofitable production ha equaled. voted as she has always 
n to the retirement of paper money and the circulation of coin as 
a currency, her small landholders constitute with their innumerable 
little hoards a vast army of bankers holding their funds in reserve 
for the common good. ption with her is almost a popular ne- 
cessity. And while I would not adopt her economies, or her mode of 
living, or her system of hoarding, for the American people, who havo 
great responsibilities and great civil opportunities, who require the 
school-house and the meeting-house, well-furnished houses, libraries, 
lectures, and all the comforts, and many of the luxuries of life, who carn 
rapidly and spend rapidly, and who are not satisfied unless their sav- 
ings are earning interest, Ï still commend that determined and reso- 
lute devotion to solvency which characterizes her financial transac- 
tions. Her policy is to resume after every crisis requiring suspen- 
sion. Let it be ours also. . 
THE BANK OF ENGLAND AND RESUMPTION. 

The example of England also is one that we should never lose sight 
of. The suspension of the Bank of England in 1797 on account of 
the heavy demands mado npon it by the government during the con- 
tinental wars, as the great financial institution of the kingdom, was 
the commencement of a chapter in the history of finance full of in- 
terest and instruction and importance. Originally a bauk of discount 
and deposit, it ultimately secured the right under an act of Parlia- 
ment to issue its notes to an amount unlimited 6 law, and became 
the “manager and regulator of the currency.” It acted indeed as 
tho fiscal agent of the government in collecting and disbursing rev- 
enues and in paying the interest on the ponio debt. And standin, 
in thisrelation to the government, it enabled tho latter to avail itse 
of the whole financial power of the kingdom and to carry on suc- 
cessfully twenty years of exhausting war. No chapter of diplomacy 
compares in interest with that in which the negotiations between Mr. 
Pitt and the bank are recorded; the cool and audacious demands on the 
one hand, and the courteous compliance on the other, The suspen- 
sion, which grew out of the immense demands mado upon the bank 
during these long years of trial, was followed by a financial relief in 
all business circles, large and small, in the kingdom. Parliament 
passed enabling acts, and the people adopted acquiescing resolutions, 
to sustain the k in its course. Meanwhile, its paper issue bogan 
toincrease rapidly, rising in two years after suspension from £8,640,250 
to £12,959,500. The prosperity of the bank was so great that in three 
years after suspension it found itself abundantly able to resume in 
accordance with the sound financial principles which guided its offi- 
cors in their work. Parliament, however, in obedience to the de- 
mands of government, refused to authorize the resumption, and, fol- 
lowing the example of the Continental Congress, “declared it a mis- 
demeanor to make any difference in payment between guineas and 
bank-notes.” During the twenty years that followed this act, the 
discussion of finance occupied some of the ablest minds in England, 
and gave birth to some of the most extraordinary financial theories 
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on record. Left, however, to its own guidance, gold fluctuated as 
the fortanes of war rose and fell, reaching in August, 1813, the point 
of £5 10s. to the owner; in 1814, on the abdication of Napoleon, fall- 
ing to £4 6s.; on his return from Elba, rising to £5 7s.; and in Octo- 
ber, 1816, falling to £3 188. 6d. The period of these fluctuations was 
a long period of business uncertainty and distress, to relieve which 
resumption became the manifest duty of the bank as it was the im- 
perative demand of the people. And now mark, sir, the steps b 
which the bank approached resumption under the guidance and di- 
rection of Parliament; and, bearing in mind the fact that resumption 
was deemed an inevitable e consider what a lesson is taught 
this House in the business of sound finance, which would provide for 
and not hinder or delay an act upon which permanent prosperity de- 
pends. The act of Parliament, passed in 1819, providing for resump- 
tion, contained the following provisions : 

1. The restriction act providing for suspension in 1797 was continued absolutely 
from the 5th of July, 1819, to Fobruary 1, 1820. 

2. Betweon vine dial 1 and October 1, 1820, the bank was required to Bag its 

ld bullion of standard fineness at the rate of £4 ir. por ounce, bat not 

to be liable to a demand for a loss quantity than sixty ounoos at ono time. 

3. Between October 1, 1820, and May 1, 1821, the bank was required to pay ite 
notes in gold bullion bs — tho samo plan at tho rato of £3 19s. Gd. por ounce. 


n 
4. Between May 1, 1821, and May 1, 1823, the bank was — gad in gold bullion 
upon the same plan at the rate of £3 17s. 10}d. per ounce, whi 


i was tho mint prico 
3 Trom May 1, 1 the bank was to pay its notes in the gold coin of the realm. 
6. From between February 1 and October 1, 1820, the bank might make payments 


ata less rato than £4 1s., and not less than £3 19s. 6d. per ounco; and between 
October 1, 1820, and May 1, 1821, the bank might pay at any rate less than £3 19s. 
Gd.. aud not leas than £3 17s. 10}d., on fiving three daya’ notice in the Gazette, 
such 9 to bo mado in ingots or bars of gold of the weight of sixty ounces. 
‘The bank was also ttod to pay in gold coin on or after May 1, 1922. 

7. All tho laws which restrained the exportation of gold and silver coin were ro- 
ponet and the coin was allowed to be oxported or melted without incurring any 
penalty. . 


And now, sir, mark the consequences of this act, which was fol- 
lowed by contraction as well as resumption ; consequences which dis- 
prove every prediction made by those who foretell distressing disaster 
n the case of resumption in this country under the act of 1875. Says 
Poor in his Money: its Laws and History: 


No sooner was that act passed than the bank began to contract its issues, and 
continued to do so until the close of 1822. On the Ast of August, 1821, its notecir- 
culation equaled £20,295,000, ita deposits 25,818,000, and its specio £11,233,000, 
against 225,252,000 of notes, 26,304,000 ef deposita, and £3,595,000 of specio on thò 
Zist of August, 1819, and against 229,543,000 of notes, £9,034,000 of ts, and 
£11,688,000 of spocie, on tho 31st of August, 1417. The reduction of liabilities from 
tho timo the bank attempted to resumo in 1817 to 1821, when itdid resume, equaled 
#12,514,000. Tho circulation was still further reduced in 1822. aita 47 for that 
8 £18,165 000. Its de ts for that year averaged 23.544.000, its total Habilities 

nly £23,704,000—a smaller snm than for any year since 1802. Its average liabilities 
for 1814 equaled £40,296,000, the reduct from that year to 1822 equaling 
210,502. 000. From 1822 to 1824 the bank did not materially increase its note circu- 
lation, that for the former year ave: ng 218,811,000 and for the latter 219,934,000. 
Its deposits growing out of tho ions of À 
£5,544,000 in 1822 to £9,888,000in 1824. It 
until 1824, holding onthe 31st of August, of that pear 
po of 1524, however, heavy demand set in, which 


hrough 
rear, 6 21,027,000, against £14,142,000 held by it on th of December, 1829 ; the re- 


hore was vast activit, 
Never since the South there sp! 
{ve and universal as that ven provenen in the latter part of 1824 and through- 
out 1825. It was natural that the people, released from the apprehension with 


reduce EV, 000,000 of 4 per cents to 34 per cents. The dissentients, of whom there 
wasa number, the bank undertook to pay off. This threw a large amount of 
monoy into circulation; it also induced great numbers to sell their governments 
for the purpose of realizing higher rates of interest. Tho public 1 
was woll prepared for the reception of any plausible scheme that promised great 
returns upon very small investments; and it was abundantly supplied. In less 
than two years, onding with 1525, six hundred and twenty. four speculation compa- 
niea were formed and put upon the market, whose sharecapital equaled £372,173,000. 
At the same time forcign loans were negotiated to the amount of £52,994,000, upon a 
considerable portion of which little or nothing waa ever paid. 


These companies consisted of mining companies, companies, 
insurance companies, investment companies, canal and railroad com- 
panies, steam companies, trading companies, building companies, 
provision companies, miscellaneous companies, amounting, as I have 
shown, to more than $1,500,000,000, and reminding us of the oil com- 
panies and coal companies and mining companies and land com 
nies and railroad companies giving for $10, ten thousand dollars 
in stock, ten thousand in bonds, and ten thousand in Jand scrip, with 
which our markets have been vexed and our pockets exhansted dur- 
mg he last ten years of inflated prosperity. 

Now, in this recital of the process of inflation and resumption, occu- 
prying twenty-five years of the most interesting period of the modern 
sistory of England in war and finance, a period in which her suprem- 


acy in commercial and diplomatic circles was settled, the sugges of 


the bank against the schemes of the government are instructive and 
significant. The commercial business of England was ready to re- 
sume long before the political necessities would allow. The elastic 
wer of a great producing people was never better illustrated than 
n the continued efforts for solvency which marked tho various indus- 
tries of England during all these years. Even a momentary relief 
was always followed by n rebound which indicated that the untram- 
meled business capacity of England would advance at any moment 
on & career of p rity. It was indeed this pent-up strength which 
produced the inflation and speculation which followed the resum 
tion act of 1821. England reached tho great financial crisis of t 
years that followed, not on account of the contraction which attended 
resumption, not on account of a stringent money market produced 
by a healthy return to specio payments nor by any sudden athe 5 
ment of any one branch of business. It was not, as I think, Mr. 
8 er, an undue production by either her manufacturing or her 
agricultural industry which drove her into bankruptcy. Was it not 
rather that vigor which had been so long restrained by an uncertain 
financial policy, and which when planed rushed naturally and inov- 
itably into excessive action? It was not a tightened money market 
which produced that wild spirit of speculation I have described. 
That work was performed by an excessive confidence growing ont of 
a return to an honest and legitimate mode of finance; and when that 
work was accomplished and the skies cleared, England commenced a 
career of commercial power and prosperity which, continuing now 
for more than half a century, has never been equaled. While other 
nations have developed their industries and iticreased their wealth 
and struggled manfully and ATAT through many critical trials, 
she has placed herself on the financial throne of the world not throngh 
the power of an irredeemable peper currency, but through tho sagac- 
ity with which she has accepted tho recognized standard of values 
throughout the commercial world, and through the strength of sound 
and honest banking. Does any man suppose for an instant that tho 
theories of financial idealogists could have done better for her than 
this? Does any man suppose she could have risen to this power or 
achieved this glory on paper alone? Bat for her successful finance, 
but for the determined pressure of her merchants and bankers at the 
doors of Parliament for authority to resume, the eloqnence and wis- 
dom of her statesmen, the bravery of her fighting men on land and 
sea would have all been in vain, and their efforts to give her a com- 
manding position in the political and commercial world would have 
counted as nothing. If this Republic would be her rival in this 
great sphere of civilization, let it follow her example. 


THE TREASURY A NATIONAL BANK, 


The House will observe, Mr. Speaker, that in all the instances I 
have presented of the recognized necessity for resumption as tho 
only high road to financial prosperity and honor, after the confusion 
of t national cri reliance has been placed on some form of 
banking institution as the redeeming power. It was so with our own 
country when led by Morris and Hamilton. It was so with France 
when controlled by Gaudin and Talleyrand. It was so with Bopland 
when Pitt leaned upon the strong arm of the bank for support in the 

work he Sertorio for the establishment of her power and 
honor. Let mo remind 8 here that through tho wisdom and 
forecast of those men who organized our finances for the great civil 
war, the credit of the Republic has been intrusted to a similar guar- 
dian care. When the Treasury Department was converted into the 
great fiscal agent of. Government and clothed with supreme finan- 
cial power in all the States, it assumed at once the functions of a 
national banking institution of great power and vast importance. It 

rformed for this country exactly what the Bank of England did 
for the administration of Pitt as he guided the state throngh the 
storm, and brought her triamphantly into the haven of prosperity 
and supremacy. Its enormous loans, its tremendous issue, its heavy 
deposits have placed it at the head of all the moneyed institutions of 
the land. The financial system of the United States to-day is 1 75 
banking system, of an imperative necessity, before which all the 
fiscal schemes of milder days and smaller duties have sunk into in- 
significance. Let us then deal with our finances after this fashion. 
Let us understand the situation exactly as itis. And remembering 
that a solvent bank is an honor and a blessing to the community, 
and a broken bank is a shame and disgrace, shall we not by every 
means in our power place the Treasury Department in condition to 
redeem its paper in coin as a solvent bank should? The necessity for 
this has, I am proud to say, been recognized by the thoughtful mon 
of our country without distinction of section or party—by both party 

»latforms, by both party leaders in the last great political contest. 
tis not the part of wisdom to pause now. A step backward is a 
step toward ruin. The holders of our bonds at home and abroad do 
not require it, the credit of our country does not need it, the manu- 
facturers of the East do not demand it, the producers of the West 
should resist it, the cultivators of our southern soil should protest 
against it. There may be drowning speculators who have lashed 
the scheme of inflation and the buoyant sham of irredeemable cur- 
rency to their backs to float them another hour “like little wanton 
boys, on a sea of glory,” but the producers on the one hand and the 
consumers on the other only ask for such an adjustment of our finances 
as will establish prices for sound aud legitimate business. It is a 
recoguized solvent treasury which we n huw—a treasury ablo and 
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Sar to redeem its promises to pay—a bank ready at all times to 
ill its obligations. ; 
AID TO THE BANKS. 

If I am told that to the large mass of the twenty-two hundred 
banks in this country resumption is an impossibility, and that they 
have not prepared themselves and cannot prepare themselves for that 
event in a twelvemonth, then I reply that some mode of relief and 
assistance should be furnished them. It is the duty of Congress to 
enable them to resume, to provide for them the machinery of resump- 
tion, to point the way (if necessary) by which they can place them- 
selves on a firm foundation. The Treasury Department stands to-day 
in the attitude of a bank of redemption, or a clearing-house, toward 
the national banks of the country—the attitude held for many years 
by similar institutions toward the banks in many of the States. 
Does any man pretend to say that the solvent banks of this country, 
the banks which are entitled to a continued existence, cannot place 
themselves on a sound footing with a central institution like this? 
Nay, that they have not already placed themselves there? Reduce 
the plan of resumption to the simplest possible form, then. Supply 
the 8 with its revenues in coin and bullion, a work now 
rapidly going on, a work undoubtedly sufficiently completed for the 

urposes of resumption whenever it shall haye reached the sum of 
$150,000,000, and call upon every local bank to establish its coin 
eredit there to the amount it would naturally require to redeem at its 
own counter, and to secure that credit by a deposit of legal-tenders 
to the amount required. Would this be a hardship? Authorize the 
banks to respond to calls for redemption with coin checks up to the 
amount of theirestablished credits, payable at the office of the assist- 
ant treasurer of the United States in the city of New York. Would 
not this be a convenience? And is there a sound bank in the country 
which could not adopt this system easily, promptly, rapidly, and with- 
out disturbance? Does any one suspect or fear contraction in this? 
Not at all. Every dollar of legal tender thus lodged has its place 
supplied by the metallic currency which it represents, and is enhanced 
in value by the fact that it is known to stand fora fixed and substan- 
tial value. I am perfectly aware of the desire of the national banks 
for some definite scheme by which the process of resumption can be 
readily carried on. To this desire I would promptly respond. I 
would go still farther in order that the legal-tender notes may be 
used for the purpose I have proposed without cancel, and in order 
that no doubt can remain with regard to the act of 1875 in reference 
to them. The gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. HUBBELL, ] in the first 
amendment to the bill now under consideration, provides plainly and 
unequivocally for this emergency; and I therefore would gladly join 
him in his proposition : 

That so much of section 3 of an act to $ iy deo for resumption of specie ey 
ments, approved January 14, 1875, as provides for redemption in coin by the United 
States of all aps 4 0 notes outstanding on the Ist day of January, 1879, em- 
braced in the clause of said section of said act in the language following, to wit, 
“and on and after the Ist bse Arn January, 1879, the Secretary of the T. 
shall redeem in coin the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding on their 
1 for redemption at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United 

tates in the city of New York, in sums of not less than $50," shall be so con- 
strned as not to authorize or uire the Secretary of the to retire and 
cancel said notes, redeemed as aforesaid, but to authorize and require said Secre- 
tary to deposit said notes in the Treasury of the United States, whereupon said 
notes shall be paid out at par value in disc! of all claims and demands against 
the United States or in exchange for coin; and said notes shall, as heretofore, con- 
tinue to be al tender, and on and after January 1, 1879, shall be receivable at 
their par value in payment of all dues to the Government and for all debts, except 
where coin pa: ut is stipulated by contract or statute; and all provisions of law 
in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 


Thus provided, where comes the hardship of resumption to prop- 
erty, to business, or to the banks? The difficulties I have alluded to 
are slight when compared with those heavier and more threatening 
obstacles which beset our path, before the resources of the country 
had reached their present vast proportions and our foreign commerce 
had 47 1 5 us a great preponderance of credit abroad. Why, then, 
should we pause? Why should we retreat, when every promise of 
pomany lies before us in the path already laid out? For myself, 

am for all ible elasticity and ease consistent with solvency and 
honor; but Í am for one standard and resumption, firmly and une- 

uivocally, as the only foundation for the elasticity of health and 

e ease which a substantial and steady prosperity alone can secure. 

OUR INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES AND RESUMPTION. 


I have intimated already, Mr. Speaker, that the business of this 
country had faithfully done its share of the work preparatory to 
resumption, while Congress has lagged slowly behind. And Iam more 
and more impressed with this view as time and this debate go on. 
When the war closed the condition of our domestic industry and of 
our foreign commerce was most confused and unsatisfactory. One- 
half our country had been desolated by war and the other half had 
been stimulated into feverish activity. Our commerce, especially so 
far as exports were concerned, had been swept from the high seas. 
The inflation of our currency had destroyed all just estimate of val- 
ues, and had driven us into comparative isolation among the great 
commercial nations. The aspect of affairs was by no means hopeful. 
A redundant currency stimulated habits of extravagance which could 
only be gratified by enormous importations of luxuries from the Old 
World, and brought the cost of production to so high a figure that 
the foreign markets seemed cl to all our industries. Wines and 
silks and jewelry and all articles of taste and luxury flowed in, while 


‘reflect upon their wisdom or chill their honest energy 


the products of our farms and mills could not and did not flow out, 
The drain of gold, bearing a ruinous eee to adjust our foreign 


balances and pay our interest on bonds held abroad, was enormous, 
Gold was the most important article for speculation in the market, 
and stood with flour and wheat and cotton as a commercial com- 
modity. To every observing man it was manifest that this state of 
affairs could not long continue without wide-spread desolation and 
ruin. The t volume of the currency must be taken care of or 
repudiation would follow. The balance of trade must be established 
in our favor if we would establish for ourselves a profitable com- 
merce, Gold must be brought to par, and traffic in that which should 
be a standard must cease. That the great industries of our people 
would accomplish this, I never had the shadow of a doubt. As I 
turned my eyes toward the busy mills of the North, and the productive 
prairies and savannas of the West and South, all now occupied by 
a people possessed of every incentive to industry and thrift, I could 
not doubt that we were entering upon a career of growth and enter- 
rise such as the world had never seen. In all this, sir, I have not 
m disappointed. It is not necessary to give the statistical details 
of that marvelous development which has distinguished our country 
during the last dozen years. There have been fluctuations; there has 
been a decline in values; there have been depreciations, losses in- 
calculable, but there has been no cessation of that active energy 
which produces in every quarter. What lines of railway, immeasur- 
able almost, have been laid down in the period to which I refer. 
Count if you can the acres of fertile land which have been reclaimed, 
the mines which have been opened, the towns which have sprung up 
on every hand, the institutions of learning and religion which have 
been erected and endowed, the great army of tasteful and well-ordered 
homesteads which stand as sentinels along our valleys and hail each 
other from our hill-tops with the watchword of a cheerful, happy, 
cultivated civilization. How has the earth poured forth all her secret 
store to strengthen and enrich! Never before have the corn-tields 
and cotton-fields made such vast contributions to the great mass of 
our staple commercial commodities; never before has the cultivation 
of the soil for local and specific markets been attended with such 
nerous reward. The current of trade which so long set against us 
as turned in a favoring direction. The balance of trade, notwith- 
standing all our imports and the interest we are obliged to pay 
abroad, stands in our favor to the amount of $200,000,000, Into our 
vast mass of exports enter not only our agricultural products which 
have constantly held a great preponderance in our foreign trade, but 
the fruits of our skilled labor have entered at last into markets so long 
closed to us, and in machinery, shoes, leather, and cotton-goods we 
compete with some of the most skillful nations of Europe in their 
own markets. Now, let no man tell me that we need legislation to 
make our currency as good as coin, to give substantial valuo to our 
greenbacks. An industrious people toiling everywhere on land and 
on sea have done this for us, and they only ask that their honorable 
work shall not be obstructed by those who should make Jaws for their 
safety and protection. We who sit here should never forget that, 
for the first time in the history of the world, the American people 
toiling and producing incessantly with a vigor and skill unknown 
before, have made good all the promises to ipay made by their rulers 
in a great, trying, and exhausting crisis. e should not forget that 
Congress made the promises, and the people have made them good; 
and that the greenback stands to-day the only currency forced for a 
critical emergency, which has held an honest and honorable place, 
raised to almost its equivalent in coin, to be redeemed I am sure in 
coin, because it represented the faith of an untiring people and the 
product of a country inexhaustible. When I look back, sir, upon the 
fate of the continental issue, upon mandats and assignats, upon the 
monstrous repudiation which has followed too often the inflations 
caused by war and reckless speculation, I cannot express the pride I 
feel ina people who have shown themselves equal to the t emer- 
gency which fell upon them, nor can I cast a vote here which would 
I am ready 
to vote as they have toiled, to speak as they have acted, for the solv- 
ency and honor and S prosperity of a country which I am 
grateful to share with them. 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 


But we are warned, Mr. Speaker, that the time has now arrived 
when the United States can establish an independent financial basis, 
and subduing all commercial nations to her own system, can sit in 
triumph over a universal monetary empire of their own creating. 
Now, sir, if this were necessary even, it is impossible. When our 
bonds were first placed upon the European markets during the war, 
they were obliged to meet the great discrepancy which then existed 
between our paper currency and coin. The existence of war was an 
impediment, it is true, to favorable negotiation. The disturbed con- 
dition of the country had injured our credit, But the fact that we 
were using as legal-tender a currency vastly depreciated at home, 
which might at any moment be fo upon the holders of our securi- 
ties, was the foremost obstacle to our financial suecess. We were 
then running a system of our own, and we were obliged to pay the 
price for that independent luxury. Can we expect to change this 
natural law of financial intercourse by legislative enactment, and bend 
all policies to our own? No, gentlemen, the attempt to set aside the 
commercial laws of the world isa reflection upon the commercial wis- 
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dom of those nations with whom we are compelled to deal, and is 
sure to cast discredit upon ourselves. The best commercial relations 
are established by a monetary system, as nearly uniform as possible, 
between those nations which are en; in commercial transactions. 
Our trade is becoming more and more intimately connected with the 
great markets of the world. Can any man suppose that this trade 
can be advantageously conducted by placing ourselves in discredit, 
while we are offering bills of exchange drawn on us in the conduct 
of our international commercial affairs? I think not. My anticipa- 
tions with regard to the future prosperity of this country will not al- 
low me to entertain a thought of such possible folly, even through a 
mistaken policy. The time, I doubt not, is rapidly approaching when 
the immense resources of our land will so far enter into the commerce 
of the world that the controlling financial forces will be turned into 
our hands. It is not unreasonable to suppose that our supply to for- 
eign markets will for the future far exceed our demand upon them. 
The growth of our t inland States with all the accumulation of 
productions which increasing skill and untiring energy can create, 
must necessarily stimulate a commercial activity which for power 
and extent has hardly yet been equaled. The unrivaled channels 
of communication which make this continent a commercial highway 
must of necessity be occupied not only by our local traffic, but by that 
tide of trade which has for so many ages set from East to West and 
only now requires mercantile enterprise and mercantile solvency to 
be turned in the opposite direction. Whenever we honestly and 
firmly place ourselves in accord with the great commercial nations of 
the earth and unite with them in spparting a standard of value on 
which they can all rely, the time will have arrived which will ulti- 
mately give us the controlling financial power of the world. I know 
no reason why New York should not mediate the commercial trans- 
actions of other countries and secure position as a great banking 
and mercantile center as well as London. New York capitalists 

sess the advantages of locality, and only require the advantages of 
sound finance, to enable them to offer banking facilities which no 
mercantile house would care to resist. In means of communication 
by land and water, in an affluent source of supply, in connection with 
the producing sections and the consuming markets, sbe has hardly a 
rival, Give her the advantages also of a sound currency, and. what 
shall hinder her from becoming the great banking center of the 
world? Secure this, and an impetus is given at once to American 
enterprise which not even the extravagance of war could give nor 
the wildest inflation of peace. Secure the financial soundness which 
will lead to this, and the vitalizing influence will be felt wherever 
there is a farm to produce, a mill to create, and a market to consume. 
Reject the opportunity now offered, an opportunity to resume, for 
which a preparation of two years with all its trials has been made 
and you place this country at the mercy of every rival who would 
control and use it. Let it be understood that resumption is still a far- 
off promise here, that an American obligation to pay is nothing more 
than a postponement of a solemn duty, and commercial stagnation 
here would be as hard and gloomyas an Arctic winter. Disturbagain 
the confidence now returning to trade, throw doubt once more over 
the profits the markets willafford the producer, compel the manufact- 
urer to purchase his raw material on short supply and create his 
fabrics for consumers provided with a shifting currency, and not the 
bravest determination of banks and capitalists could make an easy 
money market. Refuse to resume, hug still the patom of suspen- 
sion, declare for continued inflation, and a redundancy of the curren- 
cy instead of a healthy outflow, let the inevitable return of bonds on 
our hands from foreign holders occur, and tell me, if you can, what 
is to give ease to the money markets in those sections of our country 
which are now laboring under a scarcity. I cannot understand that 
system of finance which would make money easy by flooding our 
country with depreciated Government bonds. If then the western 
farmer would move his crops, if the western landholder would raise 
money on his lands, if the western merchant would secure an easy 
N let them insist on a financial policy which would keep our 
bonds abroad in the hands of confident holders, let them remove the 
violent fluctuations of the money market by supporting in good faith 
a return to a redeemable currency based on its equivalent in coin. 
Cast doubt over the country, shake confidence in its good faith abroad, 
and however great the volume of currency might be, it would flow 
back to the great centers for security, leaving the outposts to starv- 
ation and beggary. Inspire new confidence and the financial victory 
is won. 


ALL CLASSES SUFFER ALIKE, 


I have heard many areca in this debate, Mr. Speaker, for those 
whose only capital is the strength and skill of their hands. It a 

pears to be assumed for them that resumption is “the oppressor’s 
wrong,” and that it is intended to grind the face of the poor and rob 
the laborer of his rights. Now, sir, I sympathize with all those 
whose fate it is to row against the wind and tide of life, and I stand 
ready to devise all proper measures for their relief. That labor meets 
with a small reward in the present condition of our affairs of busi- 
ness, that poverty is biting now with its sharpest tooth Iam sadly 
aware. Bnt how all this suffering is to be relieved, how the laborer 
is to find occupation and the poverty-stricken charity by the destruc- 
tion of confidence and by letting loose the winds of financial uncer- 
tainty, I cannot for a moment conceive, believing as I do that the 


industries and mercantile enterprises would hie them to their retreats 
for safety before the rising storm. I should expect to see increased 
sorrow and suffering for those who depend upon the activity of or- 
ganized capital for their daily bread. If the distress were confined 


to these alone, I should perhaps feel that I might be wrong in my 
understanding of the causes of that distress. ~ But it is not. There 
is a depth of agony, I know, which overwhelms him who has no re- 
spone but a despairing eye to the appeals of a starving wife and 

ild; there is a sullen gloom, I know, resting over him who seeks 
in vain for an opportunity to pursue an honest toil and is lashed 
into madness by the exasperation of inevitable idleness; but there 
is a still keener ish to be found with those who see their fortunes, 
the fruits of a life of industry aud economy, slipping away, and the 
sharp transition from affluence to poverty overtaking them with un- 
erring step. These are they whom sudden despair sends whirling to 
the mad-house, and who find the end of sorrow in the sin of suicide. 
Fortune deals hardly with all classes and orders of men, and I extend 
my sympathy to all who tread the thorny path. To a common evil, 
therefore, I would apply a common remedy. Inspire capital with new 
confidence, infuse new life into all enterprise, and how long do you 
think labor would droop and fortunes melt away? Can this be done 
by increasing the al swollen volume of our currency? Can this 
be done by returning to inflation without even the promise of end or 
limit? Can this be done by rousing the hostility of our associates 
in the commercial world? It is not by steps like these that you can 
turn capital back to those great internal enterprises, to the construc- 
tion of railroads, the opening of mines, the clearing of new lands, 
the cultivation of old ones, where labor may again find its reward 
and the penniless find asubsistence. It is not by steps like these that 
m can enable the impoverished to gather up the fragments of their 

roken fortunes. 
ALL SECTIONS SUFFER ALIKE. . 

Neither does our present financial burden rest upon one industry 
or section alone. 1 am aware that the demand for repeal comes 
from the regions remote from the t centers of trade. It is the 
landholders of the West who call most loudly for relief. But let me 
say to them that they are not alone in their depression. It is not upon 
the land that the weight rests most heavily. The invested capital of 
the East has not enjoyed an immunity from the trials of the hour. It 
has been sunk by millions in worthless enterprises, or is receiving 
meager dividends from crippled ones. I would rather have a farm 
to-day in the great agricultural regions of the West for the income 
it will yield, than the cash value of that farm invested in many of 
the best mannufactories of the East. The pressure is universal, and 
so is the remedy. The demand for resumption can be in no sense a 
demand of capital against labor, or of the East as against the Wes 
or of the creditor against the debtor, It is a demand which shoul 
come from rich and poor alike, from the East and from the West, from 
the North and from the South, from all industries—from all who desire 
the permanent prosperity of our country. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I gave a hearty support to the bill 
remonetizing silver, and shall support the bill under consideration, and 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. EDEN, } 
because they are steps in the right direction—in the direction of repeal- 
ing the infamous system of class legislation imposed upon the countr, 
in the hour of passion by an unholy coalition between the bond- 
holders and the leaders of the republican party. 

This system was shrewdly designed and admirably adapted to trans- 
fer the whole property of the country and the benefit of the labor of 
the people into the pockets of a few favored persons who had fixed 
capital and incomes, and who had invested their accumulations in 
Federal securities. It was initiated by the passage of the national- 
bank act, by which the credit of the Government (which is the prop- 
erty of the people and based upon taxes paid and to be paid by them) 
was farmed out without charge to twenty or thirty thousand bondhold- 
ers, to be by them reloaned to the people at nsurious rates of interest. 
Under the operations of that act the rich bondholder (who in the 
hour of the country’s peril loaned the Government $50,000 and exacted 
from her an untaxed bond for double that amount, payable in cur- 
rency) could draw from the Government interest for twice the amount 
loaned, and at the same time deposit his bonds with the United States 
Treasurer and have issued to him $90,000 in national-bank notes, pay- 
able in greenbacks, printed at Government expense, and loan them 
to the people at usurious interest. 

By it our corrupt legislators preferred to borrow money at 6 per 
cent. interest, payable in gold, rather than supply the needs of the 
Government by an issue of acceptable greenback currency, which 
cost no interest and furnished the people with a cheap and conven- 
ient circulating medium with which to facilitate their exchanges and 
transact their business. ° 

As soon as they established these national banks the conspirators 
impressed into their service all their extensive and ramiied influ- 
ences and all the bad passions and prejudices of the war to enable 
them, under the guise of strengthening the public credit, to obtain 
the passage of the act of March 18, 1869, by which they attempted 
to make the currency bonds payable in coin, This act legislated 
$500,000,000 into the pockets of the bondholders and added that much 
to the burdens of the people. It was introduced and hurried to pas- 
sage in a day or two under the lash of party discipline, without argu- 
ment, under the pressure of the previous question. 
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In addition to this, in order to discredit the greenback currency, 
thoy repealed so much of the law under which it was issued as made 
it exchangeable for Government bonds at the will of the holder. 

Acting upon the presumption that the passions of the war and sec- 
tional hate, which they so industriously excited and inflamed, would 
continue forever to blind the people to a sense of their own in 
these conspirators procured the passage of the act of February 1 
1873, making silver no longer money, except in sums of $5 an 
under; thus demonetizing that venerable metal which has been used 
as and coined into money ever since Abraham purchased with it 
the cave of Macphelah for a burial-place for his deceased wife. Bold 
as these conspirators were, and as much confidence as they seemed to 
have had in humbugibility of the people, they were anw sara, Ber 
risk an open and public discussion on the passage of this act, but 
procured its onactment by frand and misrepresentation, under the as- 
surance that it was an act to regulate the mint and coinago; and 
thus the bonds payable in currency were first made payable in gold 
or silver, and then in gold alone. 

I am informed by Dr. H. R. Linderman, Director of the Mint, that 
there is only in the world about four-fifths as much gold in value as 
there is silver. . 

By these acts these bonds were made to represent twice as much 

roperty as they did before, and the burdens of the people were dou- 
Pied and their ability to pay was balved. 

To cap the climax of their iniquities, in January, 1875, this coali- 
tion passed the resumption act which we are now trying to repeal, 
and which has necessitated a contraction of the currency to the 
oxtent of about $62,000,000, and thereby values have been shrunk 
about 35 or 40 per cent. and four millions of men, willing to work 
for bread and clothes, have been thrown out of employment and 
the whole country reduced to the verge of bankruptcy and ruin, 
and now to-day, while our factories are silent, our workingmen un- 
employed, honest labor unrewarded, and women and children crying 
for bread, these conspirators, as if to mock us in our agony, are here 
in the halls of legislation demanding an increase of tho poe 
Army to enforce upon a long-suffering and patient people these mul- 
tiplied iniquities. 

ith hellish ingenuity, which does as much credit to their brains 
as discredit to their integrity, they inserted in the resumption act a 
provision not for free banking but for free national banking, by which 
that system could be monopolized by the bondholders and extended 
to 90 per cent, of the whole of our present or future bonded indebt- 
edness, and provided that as new national-bank paper was issued 
greenback currency to the amount of 80 per cent. thereof should be 
retired. This provision was inserted for the double purpose of ena- 
bling its authors to fasten upon the country a national-bank system 
to the extent of nearly $2,000,000,000, which would enable the bond- 
holders to draw two interests upon the whole amount of their bonds 
instead of only upon $400,000,000 of them, to which amount the issue 
of national-bank notes had been limited by law. 

This system, if carried into effect, would again double the value of 
the bonds, and no one but the holders of the bonds can en in it. 
And if it be once fastened upon the country it will reach with its con- 
trolling and 3 influences every vil and district in the 
Jand and will dictate the whole legislation of the ey in the in- 
torest of its stockholders, and against the interests of the laborer and 
culturists, and cannot be overturned except by revolution. 
his provision affords an opportunity for unlimited inflation at the 
, proper time when it suits the pu of the conspirators; yet as 

much as they have denounced inflation they will not vote for the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois which repeals it. 

This provision served the farther purpose of enabling its authors 
to deceive some of the bonest aud uninitiated members of their party 
into the sapport of tho bill, and at the same time furnished them an 
excuse to their constituents that they supposed its immediate effect 
would be to expand the currency and relieve the people. 

Tho initiated well knew that with the threat of spocie payment 
hanging over them the national banks would be compelled to con- 
tract their currency to an extent that would bring prices to “hard 
pan” and place the whole property of the country in the hands of 
themselves, the bondholders, and the money-sharks, and this pro- 
vision was really inserted for future use. I hope every friend of the 
country will vote for the amendment of the gentleman from Ilinois, 
[ Mr. EDEN, ] and thereby put it out of the power of the conspirators 
to extend a false system which bas already proven itself a powerful 
factor of evil, and, I fear, has power enough to defeat this bill at the 
other end of the Capitol. 

It was the design of the authors of tho act to first produce a sha 
contraction of the currency which would enable them and their bond- 
holding clients to gobble up the whole property of the country, and 
when they have hye nei this they will change their tactics 
and use the free national-bauk system, contained in the act, to pro- 
duce a wild inflation of the curreney, which will send prices to the 
zenith, and then they will sell out the property so acquired at enor- 
mous prices and again become the advocates of contraction, hopin 
by this course to bo able to appropriate the labor of forty-eight mil- 
lions of people for . to come. 

By the passage of the silver bill through this Honso, we carried the 
first redonbt of the enemies of the country; by the passage of the 
oriġinal bill under discussion, we will carry the second line of the 


enemies’ works; — I fear that this will ouly e us toa merciless 
fire from the masked batteries of the enemy, unless wo also pass the 
amendment of the gentleman from IIlinois, | Mr. EDEN.) 

I shall vote for the bill if we are unable to pass the amendment 
because it will at least give temporary reliof to our opp and 
suffering country. I say that I fear if we should only pass the 
bill and leave the balance of the resumption act in force that victory 
may ultimately prove more disastrous than defeat. 

I despise ce ee communism, agrarianism; they are the antip- 
odal wrongs of class logislation, and were born and nurtured of that 
vicious of which I have spoken; both of these extremes should 
receive the unqualified condemnation of every patriot. Re this 
system, and repudiation, communism, and agrarianism will dio for the 
want of food or oxouse to exist. 

Ido not advocate the bill nnder consideration because I am opposed 
to specie payment at the right time and under tho right circum- 
stances, when it can be reached without ruin to the industrial inter- 
ests of the country. 

Resumption cannot be reached through contraction of the currency 
or fixing an arbitrary date at which it shall begin, 

The trne road to resumption is to elevate the greenback currency 
toa with gold and silver by making it a legal-tendor in discharge 
of ublic and private contracts and dues except such as are spe- 
cifically payable in coin. 

The opponents of this bill contend that the greenback currency is 
a debt due by the Government to the people. This is truo ; itis u debt, 
but bears no interest. I cannot understand why they desire to pay 
off this non-interest-bearing debt, the holders of which do not de- 
mand its payment, by the creation of a bonded debt of the samo 
amount bearing interest ; nor can I understand their hostility to the 
greenback currency, except as explained above. 

The gentleman from New York Fur. HEWITT) candidly tells us that 
we cannot resume unless we reduce the backs and national- 
bank currency to about four-fifths of the gold and silver we will have 
at the time of resumption, and estimates that by the Ist of January, 
1879, we will have 275,600,000 in gold and silver, if the balance of 
trade continues in our favor. We have now, including fractional 
currency, about $682,000,000 of paper currency; and, if Mr. Hewirr is 
right, in order to reach specie payment, we will have to contract it 
down to $250,000,000 in the next twelve and a half months. When 
our circulation of paper, gold, and silver will only be $525,000,000—in 
other words, to safely reach and maintain specie payment in January 
1879—we will have to make a further contraction of our circulating 
medium of $157,000,000; and I put it to 5 who are op- 

to this bill if a contraction of $62,000,000 in three years has re- 

uced values 35 per cent, and brought the country to the verge of ruin 

aud bankruptey, what will be the effect of a further contraction of 

$175,000,000 within twolve months? I hope they will solvo this sum in 
proportion ; in my country they call it “ tho rule of three.” 

I advocate tho bill under consideration for the further reason that 
the resumption act makes no adequate preparation for resumption, 
and if we do not repeal it and commence specie payment under it in 
January, 1879, we will have to suspend in less than sixty days, and 
will thereby precipitate a panic, destroy all confidence, and ingulf 
the country in a still blacker and deeper ruin, 

It was stated by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, ] in his 
ar grants, rere this bill, that our foreign commerce alone amounted 
to $1,500, „000 per annum, and it is estimated that our internal com- 
merce is at least twenty-five times as great as our foreigu, and the 
whole of our foreign and domestic commerce amounts to about 
$39,000,000,000 per year. Now, in order to transact this amount of com- 
merce with $525,000,000 each dollar would have to pass and circulate 
more than seventy- four times ina year. Can it do i, in view of the fact 
that it takes three or four months to ship our produce to foreign coun- 
tries and get returns, and that in moving our produce to 8 
countries we can only use a dollar three or four times a year? It 
would require the whole amount of circulation to transact our foreign 
commerce and leave none to facilitate internal exchanges and pay 
taxes. But,in response to this we are told that foreign commerce is 
transacted through the agency of drafts und bills of exchange. This 
is trne; but every draft or bill of exchange is or ought to be based 
upon an actual deposit of money, and is only an indirect and con- 
venient method of going through the fiction of moving money from 
one point to another. 

I oppose the resumption act because one section of it aims to ex- 
tend and perpetuate the national-bank system; a system, in my opin- 
ion, which is fraught with evil and ovil only. 

According to a statement furnished me by the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the 13th instant, our outstanding bonded interest-bearing 
debt issued since the passage of tho legal-tender act, and not ex- 
pressly payable in coin, is as follows: 


-1 310, 618, 400 
- 37,465, 300 
T34, 661, 800 

The annual interest upon which is 842, 134,045; and yet we are told 
that it is cheaper and better for the country that we should continue 
to pay this amouut of interest annually than to pay these bonds off 
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in nbacks, as we have a right to do, and thus save an ressed 
people $42,134,045 per annum, and there are members on this floor 
who are blind enough to think the people will believe them when 
they so state. 

The gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Huxrzn, ] in his zeal in behalf 
of national banks, asserted that they were a cheaper, a better, and 
safer curreney for the people than the greenback. 

How the national-bank notes, which are payable in greenbacks, can 
be better than that in which they are payable or how the promise of 
& private corporation, secured by the Government’s promise to pay, 
can be safer than the direct promise of the Government to pay, 1 
The cont setae = Indi (Mr. H if his da 

e gentleman ndia . HUNTER, ] ta were true, 
did succeed in proving that it Gost the Government less to print and 
issue the national-bank paper than pms and issue the greenbacks, 
but wholly failed to prove that the former was a cheaper currency 
for the people, and omitted from his calculation the fact that the 
bonds upon which tho o national-bank circulation is based cost 
the Government annually over $20,000,000 of interest. 

Mr. Speaker, I said I was in favor of a return to specio payment at 
the proper time and by the proper methods, but I do not favor it be- 
causo I indorse the theories of its advocates, namely: that we must 
have a currency which has an intrinsic value or that gold and silver 
or cither of them are standards of value, We inherited these stale 
and false axioms of finance from the dynasties of the Old World, and 
have accepted them e 

When we dissolved our political connection with Great Britain we 
unfortunately retained her financial system, a system which accorded 
with the objects and purpose of the governments of the Old World, 
whose theory was that governments were made for the benefit of the 
favored few, to enable them to appropriate the earnings of the masses; 
and their financial theories were admirably adapted to the accom- 
plishment of thatend. The theory of our institutions is that gov- 
ernments were instituted by the people to protect the persons of all 
and secure to cach the proceeds of his own fabor; and we should dis- 
card the imperial system of finance and advance to an American sys- 
tom in harmony with our theory of 5 lf we do not, I fear 
that our false system of financo will of itself soon accomplish all the 
bad results which have been accomplished in the Old World by the 
oe effect of false political institutions and a false system of 

ance. 

To conceive and establish a now system of finance which would 
becure to every man the proceeds of his own labor would be the 
crowning achievement of Togs intellect and should be the high- 
tst ambition of every patriot statesman. 

Human intellect has beon deemed inadequate to this task, and it is 
with much diffidence that I venture upon an effort to point out the 
false abstract principles upon which, it seems to me, our systems of 
finance have been based. 

A proper understanding of finance involves an inquiry into the 
nature of society, the objects and purposes of | eateries the origin 
and nature of values, the basis of progress, and the origin and nature 
of commerce. 

Civilization and scar bhi based upon labor. Civilization is but 
higher and more cultivated tastes and broader necessities that cannot 
be gratified without labor and an exchange of its products, and no 
one will labor without a hope of enjoying the proceeds thereof; and 
governments were instituted to protect the person and to secure to 
ach one the proceeds of his own oxertions, each member thereof 
consenting to contribute in the shape of taxation such share of his 
earnings as will enable governments, through their administration by 
the agents, oflicers, and servants of the people; to secure these ends. 

We would all re © into barbarism if we could use and enjoy 
nothing except what we could individually make or produce. Neither 

ou nor I, Mr. Speaker, can mako cloth, leather, clothes to wear, or 

uild a house to live in; but we can by our labor produce something 
which wo can exchange with those who know how to build houses, 
ae make shoes, spin wool, and make cloth and shape it into 
clothes. . 

In the tae! oA society and government, individuals exchanged 
their surplus—that which they could produce or shape—for the surplus 
3 of others, which they were unable to mako or produce; 

ut, as population and production increased, it was found that the 
method of exchange by barter was too slow and cumbrous, and the 
intellect of mati, which has ever proved equal to the imperious needs 
of the hour, invented a myth, an abstraction, called money, the 
objects and ee pr of which were to facilitate the interchange of 
commodities and services by a process more rapid than the slow one 
of barter. Under the system of barter one who had a surplus of a 

iven article could not exchange it until he was fortunate envugh to 
nd by repeated efforts one who had a deficit of the article he had 
to spare and a surplus of the one he wished. 

Money, then, is the creature of man, and not made or established 
by God, as assumed by the antiquated theorists so much in favor with 
that class of capitalists who desire to appropriate the earnings of the 
people, and who adopt these hoary errors because they enable them 
to accomplish their purposes. Traveling in the ruts of the past they 
asuume first that gold and silver are natural money, and when silver 
He rte grow plentiful, they assume that there is no natural money 

ut go 


Far back in the night of antiquity, in the protraditionary ages, our 
progenitors adopted gold and silver as a tit material out of which to 
manufacture money, because they were scarce metals and there was 
not more than sufficient of them to answer the purpose for which 
money was invented, and because they sup these metals would 
be exhumed from the bowels of the earth about as rapidly as popu- 
lation and production would increase. This supposition proved to 
be true until about the twelfth century, when some of tho people 
most advanced in civilization recognized the fact, that the increase 
of population and production had so far outstripped that of gold and 
silver that there was not gold and silver enough, when coined into 
money, to enable them to exchange services and surplus productions 
with sufficient rapidity, and then it was that human intellect, in 
response to the necessities of the hour, invented and used paper 
money in a feeble way. 

There must, then, be in every country money enongh to enable its 
citizens to exchange services and the surplus products of their labor; 
and it is the first and highest duty of every government to furnish 
its citizens money sufficient for these purposes. 

Commerce consists of the interchange of commodities and services, 
and money is the servant or tool with which these exchanges aro ao- 
complished, and so long as a people are furnished money enough with 
which to accomplish rapidly all their commerce and exchanges, 

is, as it was ned to be, the slave of commerce; anid so soon as 

the amount of money is reduced to a volume insufficient to accom- 

plish these ends, it becomes the master instead of being the slave of com- 

merce; and this is our situation now. Moncy is the master; it rules the 

en the courts, the camp, and the legislative halls, with all the charac- 

sara tyranny of a slave that has been suddenly promoted to mas- 
te e 


p. 

The people have long submitted with Christian patlenee to tho 
oppressions of this upstart tyrant, but have at last risen in their 
ries aed and have determined to depose the tyrant and return him 
to his normal condition of slavery. 

We are told, Mr. Speaker, that we must havo a currency of intrinsic 
value. Now, it seems to me that values are not intrinsic; thero never 
was and never can be an intrinsic value. Jntrinsio moans God-given 
and cannot be separated from. 

Matter and natural objects have intrinsic propertios and capacities 
for value or use, but have no value within themselves. 

Values do not relate directly to God, but solely to man. God has 
no appetites, passions, or necessities to gratify, aud that only is valu- 
able which has known properties and capacities which can be uppliod 
to some use desirable to man. Values arise from the action of the 
human intellect in discovering uses to which intrinsic properties may 
be applied. 

A hundred years since homp was ed as a noxious weed and 
had no value; then it had all the intrinsic properties or capacitics for 
use that it now has. In the progress of time the intellect of man 
discovered that he could make of it a linen that would protect him 
from rain, sun, and storm; and then a valuo arose. 

In the false sense in which the bullionists use tho term intrinsio 
paper has more intrinsic value than gold or silver. Without it man 
cannot exchange upon au extended scalo his exporiences with his 
fellow-man; cannot give to his thoughts a local habitation anda 
name; and it has more known uses indispensable to man and to civil- 
ization and progress than gold or silver or both of them. 

I venture to say that if the Almighty in the councils of eternity 
were in His wisdom to determine to banish forever from the world 
all the gold and silver in it or all the paper in it, with a perpotual 
inhibition against its use or 3 and were to leave to the 
gu of mankind which He should do, they would, with great 
unanimity, decide to dispense with gold and silver. 

f papes , then, has, in the falso sense of that word, more intrinsic 
vane than gold or silver, the advocates of hard money are driven to 
the conclusion that it is the better material to adopt, coin, stamp, 
and clothe with all the attributes of money. 

Money is the creature of law and custom, and its value like the 
value o Sve og olse depends upon the nature and number of the 
known uses to which it can be successfully applied, and every sane 
mau would as soon have a paper dollar as a gold dollar if it would 
answer him all the purposes which the gold dollar would. The object 
of money is to facilitate the interchange of commodities and serv- 
ices; and paper money, as money, is as valuable as gold money, if 
it will accomplish all the same purpeses, although the material of 
the latter as a commodity may have more commercial value than the 
material of the former. 

In speaking of values, I have thus far spoken of what might well 
be termed abstract values. Commercial or exchangeable values de- 
pend first upon abstract values, or known desirable purposes to which 
an articlo can be applied; and also, upon the relation between the 
local and general emand for the article and tho local or general 
supply of the article and the cheapness and facility with which it 
a be 5 from the place of oversupply to the place of un- 

ersupply. 

There is no such thing as redeemability of money, and gold is not, 
as has been so often assumed, the ultimate object of exchange, which, 
when once obtained, is never to be parted with; and if one by an 
effort of will could possess himself of all the paper money in tho 
world, and then exchange it or “ redeciu it,” as it is called, in gold, 
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he would be poor indeed if he could not redeem the gold itself by ex- 
changing it for food and raiment. x 

In what, then, does the value of money, as money, consist? It is in 
faith; and why will we take it in exchange for that which we have 
to spare? It is because we have faith that others will take it from 
us in discharge of our contracts, and in exchange for what they have 
to spare and we need. But we are told that gold and silver money 
or coin is a measure of values. They are certainly not a natural 
measure of values, nor are they a measure of values. There can 
be no natural or legal measure of values while exchanges are not 
compulsory. 

e are also told that gold and silver are a standard of values. 
There is no natural standard of value, and they are not a legal stand- 
ard of value. They are a legal standard or measure of payment of 
antecedent contracts; and why cannot the same governmental author- 
ity which made gold and silver a legal standard of payment also make 
paper, stamped and coined by its authority, a legal standard or 
measure of payment? Our Government can certainly do so if the 
authority can be found to have been delegated to it by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States as a substantive power, or if to do so isa 
necessary and proper measure toexecute asubstantive delegated power 
found in the Constitution. 

I am a State-rights man and a strict constructionist of the powers 
of the Federal Government, and yet I believe that the Congress of 
the United States has the power to make paper money a legal tender. 

Let usinvestigate this question. Governments derive their powers 
from individuals. The State governments are armed with all powers 
not expressedly denied to them or impliedly withheld becanse their 
exercise would be inconsistent with the purposes for which they 
were created. The Federal Government is one of delegated powers 
and can only exercise such substantive powers as are expressly granted 
to it, and such adjective powers as are necessary and proper to their 
exercise. The power to declare what is money or shall be a legal 
tender is a governmental power and is not inconsistent with the 
objects and purposes for which governments were instituted—and is 
not a reserved powe of individuals and could not be exercised by 
them. It was then delegated by individuals either to the State or 
Federal Government. It is federal in its character and is expressly 
denied to the States, and hence must now reside either in the Fed- 
eral Government or is retained by the individuals who established 
both governments. Prior to the adoption of the Federal Constitu- 
tion, the colonies and States of the old Confederation claimed and 
exercised the right of saying what should be a Jegal tender. 

The democratic doctrine is, that the Constitution of the United 
States is the creature of the States, who ceded to the Federal Govern- 
ment a part of the powers delegated to them by the people. The 
States had this power, and denied themselves the right to exercise it, 
and must have intended to confer it upon the Federal Government. 
It cannot be soundly argued that the States, by agreeing not to exer- 
cise it, thereby returned it to the people. By section 8, article 1, of 
the Constitution, Congress is vested with the power to regulate for- 
eign and domestic commerce, to declare war, raise and support armies 
and navies, to coin money and regulate the value thereof, and to 
make all laws n and proper for carrying into execution these 
powers. The last-named provision does not enlarge the powers of 
the Federal Government, but restricts it in the exercise of granted 
powers to the use of means necessary and proper to carry them into 
execution, and I insist that the power to coin money and regulate the 
value thereof was intended to and does confer upon Congress a gen- 
eral power over the subject of money—the power to say what is 
money; and nothing is legal money unless it be a legal tender. 

But it is insisted that the use of the word coin indicates that it 
was intended to confine the right of Congress to make money to 
making it out of metal, and that as gold and silver were the only 
metals then used for money other than fractional money that the 
framers of the Constitution intended to restrict the power of Con- 
gress so that it could make nothing but gold and silver a legal ten- 

er, The word coin used in the Constitution is of French origin, and 
derived from coigne, which originally meant the instrument or stamp 
by which an impression was made upon softer material, but in the 
popes of time this word acquired a secondary sense and was used to 

dicate the stamped material ; and there is no reason why it should 
not in this sense be applied to paper stamped by authority of the 
Government as well as to gold and silver. 

At and prior to the adoption of the Constitution, it was the prac- 
tice of many governments to stamp or coin money out of paper as 
well as gold and silver. This was well known to the framers of the 
Constitution, and if they had intended that nothing should be made 
a legal-tender except 8 05 and silver they would have explicitly said 
so. These ments demonstrate the constitutionality of the legal- 
tender act, and it has also received the sanction of the Supreme Court 
of the United States in the case of Knox vs. Lee, reported in 12 
Wallace, 457. It has been recklessly asserted upon this floor by 
several republicans that the Supreme Court placed the legality of the 
legal-tender act solely upon the so-called war power, and that while 
there was power to make Treasury notes a legal tender in time of 
war, no such power exists in time of peace. That court never asserted 
that the Constitution is an elastic instrument, meaning one thing in 
war and another in peace. Some of its members who were on the 
electoral commission may have subjected themselves to the charge of 


being unscrupulous partisans, but they have never by the assertion 
of such a folly invited the unmitigated contempt of the lawyers and 


judges of the world. 

The court rested the constitutionality of the legal-tender act upon 
a construction of fhe language of the Constitution, and not upon the 
ignus ſatuus of the ed war power—a delusion that had its ori- 
gin in brains heated by passions of war and in a desire to find in the 

‘onstitution a right to trample upon it when it suited party pur- 
poses. In proof of these assertion3, the court, in the case referred to, 
makes use of this language. In speaking of the case of the Veazie 
Bank vs. Fenno, the court says: 

There this court avowed that it is the constitutional right of Congress to provide 
a currency for the whole country; that this might be done by coin or United States 
notes, or notes of national banks, and that it cannot be questioned Congress may 
constitutionally secure the benefit of such a currency to the people by appropriate 
legislation. * * * - * * 

There can be no question of the power to emit bills of credit and make them 
receivable in Pg doves of debts to itself, to fit them for use; * in all the 
transactions of commerce to make them a currency uniform in value and descrip- 
tion and convenient and usefal for cirenlation. Here (that is, in the case of the 
Veazio Bank vs, Fenno) the substantive power to tax was allowed to be employed 
for improving the currency. It is not easy to see why, if State-bank notes can bo 
taxed out of existence for the purpose of indirectly making United States notes 
more convenient and useful for commercial purposes, the same end may not be 
secured directly by making them a legal tender. To assert, then, that the 
clause ee Congress to coin money and regulate its value tacitly implies a 
denial of all other power over the currency of the nation is an attempt to intro- 
duce a new rule of constraction against the solemn decisions of this court. * * * 

The Constitution was intended to frame a government as distinguished from a 
league or compact; a government supreme in some particulars over States and 
people. It was designed to provide the same currency, hay. a uniform legal 
value in all the States. It was for this reason the power to coin money and reg- 
ulate its value was conferred on the Federal Government while the same power, as 
well as the power to emit bills of credit, was withdrawn from the States. * * * 
The States can no longer declare what shall be money or regulate its value; what- 
ever power there is over currency is vested in Congress. 

After saying this the court affirmed the cases in which it had been 
decided that greenbacks were a legal tender in discharge of debts 
created before or aft-r the passage of the legal-tender act. 

Congress, then, has the power to furnish the people a legal-tender 
currency sufficient to do their business and relieve their oppressed 
industries. By doing so it would indeed 47 the public credit 
by 3 a non-interest-bearing debt, that it would probably 
never be called upon to pay, for an interest-bearing one, and it is its 
plain duty to do so, and the only question is by what method it 
should be done. It bas already been demonstrated that there is not 
gold and silver enough in the country to do its business and move its 
produce. No one expects any civilized country ever again to return 
toa pure system of specie payments, by which every purchase of 
property and every payment of a debt will be consummated by an 
actual counting-out of coin. It is universally conceded that we must 
have some kind of paper circulation. It must then be issued either 
directly by the Federal Government or directly by the State govern- 
ments, or by corporations and banks created by one of them. 

The objections to the national-bank system have been pointed out, 
The State-bank system is equally objectionable. By it a few favored 
persons who happened to be able to command a certain amount of 
gold and silver were given the monopoly of issuing three times that 
amount of paper money and to loan it to the people for a circulatin 
medium, tbey being permitted to have the custody of thecoin by whic 
iv was supposed to be partly secured. It would not answer for the 
State governments to issue directly paper money—it would not be of 
uniform value and acceptability—as some of the States would have 
better credit than others, and such a currency would be questioned 
when it wandered beyond State lines. It follows, then, that the 
Federal Government should issue and maintain a sufficient volume of 
paper currency. Such a currency, if not issued in imprudent amounts, 
made a legal tender in payment of all public and private dues, except 
those expressly payable in coin, would float at par with gold and 
silver, and the two latter would come out of their hiding p. and 
circulate by its side. 

The first sixty millions of greenbacks or Treasury notes issued by 
the Government called demand notes—were receivable in payment 
of all dues, and in the darkest hour of the war, when gold was 
worth 280, were equal to it and exchangeable at par forit. If we 
could maintain that amount at par when the issne of the war was 
doubtful and our expenses were millions of dollars aday, we can cer- 
tainly now maintain many times that amount at par with gold or 
silver, es a as by doing so we would save an expenditure of 
many millions of interest annually. Our bonds bearing 5 per cent, 
interest and payable at the end of thirty or forty years are worth in 
gold or silver more than their face value, and certainly our bonds due 
on demand should be worth par, and would at the same time furnish 
the people a safe, cheap, steady, and acceptable circulating medium, 
even should we issue them to the full amount of the $734,661,800 of 
bonds that are payable in paper. Such a course would not swell the 
aggregate of our paper and coin circulation near up to what it was 
in 1866, and the currency thus issued and not discredited by our own 
Government, as were the green backs, would remain at par so long 
as there was full confidence in the Federal Government and it was 
not in excess of the demands of local commerce, 

It seems to me that the objections to such a system and the advo- 
cacy of our present false system of finance will be found in the failure 
to recognize the fact that population and production have multiplied 
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so much more rapidly than gold and silver, and that they no 2 
have capacity to do both the foreign and internal business of the 
world, and are not more than sufficient to do the foreign exchanges ; 
and, instead of openly and boldly accepting this fact, we have tried 
to conceal it by various subterfuges, such as banks who are the cus- 
todians of coin and who pretend to issue only two or three times as 
much paper as they have coin, and that issue their paper payable in 
coin that has no existence in their vaults or elsewhere, and the people 
accept the same as equal to coin, knowing that the banks have not 
the real ability to pay one-third of them in coin; and this paper, 
imaginarily payable in coin, inflates prices, and all goes on swim- 
mingly for a time, until this unreal system expands to an extent that 
the more cautious begin to loge confidence, and then the bubble is 
punctured and confidence gives place to universal distrust, and panic 
and commercial distress ensue ; and the people awake too late to find 
that the banks have not been loaning them money at usury but only 
eredit. f 

We must awake to the fact that we must of necessity have two 
currencies: one a catholic or universal currency, which is accredited 
and ized throughout the world, and the other a local currency 
for each nation or confederacy, with which the people thereof can do 
their internal commerce. There is gold and silver enough in the 
world to do its foreign commeree, with which to settle the balances 
in the clearing-house of nations; but not enough to do that and also 
the internal interchanges of the various nations and peoples; and 
each people must have some other kind of currency for the transac- 
tion of its internal commerce, the aggregate of which is many times 
as great as that of their foreign or external commerce. The credit of 
our Government with its own people and with foreign governments 
is assured, and far better than it is possible for that of any private 
corporation to be. What, then, is the duty of the hour? It is to 
modify our tariff, which has been also adjusted to the interests of the 
few and against that of the people; enter upon a system of rigid 
economy, and base our currency on the credit of the Federal Govern- 
ment, and issue, not an unlimited amount of legal-tender greenbacks, 
receivable for all public and private dues, but an amount sufficient to 
enable the people to transact their internal ecommerce; sufficient to 
emancipate commerce from its slavery to an insuflicient amount of 
money and to restore prosperity to a distressed and 3 people. 
. By this plan we can return to specie payment by the Ist of January, 
1879, and gratify the wishes of the so-called resumptionists. But it 
is not resumption they crave; it is resumption by a merciless con- 
traction that will place all the property of the country in their power. 
But this plan may be objected to as purely theoretic. It is not, but 

has been tested in practice and worked beneficent results. Venice 
for nearly four hundred years made her indebtedness to her citizens 
the basis of a circulating medium and maintained an inflated paper 
currency at more than par with gold and silver, and for a long time 
maintained it at about 20 per cent. above par with gold and silver. 
The present great prosperity of France is mainly due to the fact that 
she in substance adopted this system. Only six or seven years since 
France was overran and conquered by Germany, her cities were 
sacked, her fields laid waste, and sho was compelled to pay a tribute 
of about $1,000,000,000 in gold to her conqneror, and yet to-day she 
is prosperous and her conqueror, Germany, is in a state of ruin, bank- 
ruptey, and distress equal to that of our own. 

at solution can we find for this strange state of the case, except 
that Germany, after the war, contracted her currency and demone- 
tized silver, and France swelled the volume of her currency beyond 
what she had done during the war, and made it a legal tender for all 
dues, public and private, and floated it equal, or about equal, to gold 
and silver, and by their side? 

With this example before us, those who aspire to be called states- 
men prefer to follow the lead of distressed imperial Germany rather 
than the example of republican France. France, with a population 
ten million less than ours and a foreign and domestic trade no 
greater, maintains a mixed circulation of gold, silver, and papar to 
an amount over $1,600,000,000, and we to-day only have, including 
$40,000,000 of silver, a circulation of about $722,000,000, and, if we 
were to gradually abolish the national-bank system, retire its notes, 
and pay off the $734,661,800 of currency bonds with full legal-tender 
greenbacks, we would then only have in gold, silver, and paper a cur- 
rency to the amount of $1,352,000,000, 

The great statesman and strict constructionist (Mr. Calhoun) advo- 
cated a plan very similar to the one proposed, in speeches made in the 
United States Senate upon the subtreasury and other bills. January 
16, 1340, in speaking of bank-paper, &., he said: 

The only substitute will be found to be in the direct use by the Government of its 
— 1 A ee 8 $ ee eee use by the Government of its 7 — —.— in 
nent success of the policy of this bill. 


Subtreasury bill. 

On a bill authorizing the issual of Treasury notes, he, on September 
19, 1837, said : 

Believing that there might be a sound and safe ya currency founded on the 
credit of the Government exclusively, I was desirous that those who were responsible 
and have the power, should have availed themselves of the opportunity of the 
temporary deficit in the Treasury. 

The old democratic doctrine of a uniform, steady, and unfluctuat- 
ing currency, which kept prices steady and enabled business men to 
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calculate with reasonable certainty the results of their labors and 
business ventures, was a sound one; and so long as we had enough 
gold and silver to do our exchanges it yas best to adopt them as a 
eirculating medium, because they were natural productions, and could 
not be increased at will, but the patent fact that there is no longer gold 
and silver enough to do our business forces the necessity of applying 
these sound principles by new methods to the altered state of the 
case. It may be asked why a return to specie payme at any time 
or under any circumstances is favored by one holding the views above 
expressed. The answer is that wise legislators have to consult the 
long-entertained and false convictions and prejudices of those for 
whom they legislate, as well as sound abstract principles, and that 
money is all faith, and not a reality, and the world hasfor thousands 
of years fixed its faith upon gold and silver as the best, if not the 
only, money, it may be necessary to make paper money exchangeable 
for it to give it that complete faith which is desirable. 

It is also desirable to return to specie payments in order to afford our 
citizens a ready opportunity to exchange their local currency for the 
catholic currency when they have occasion to travel in or trade with 
foreign countries, and to restrain the imprudent issue of paper money. 
However large the issue of paper money may be, it can be maintained 
at par with gold and silver so long as no more is issued than de- 
manded by the needs of internal commerce and there is full confi- 
dence in the governments whose credit is used as a circulating 
medium, and the fact that gold and silver can be used for a single 
patpat, namely, foreign exchange, that the paper cannot be, will 

overcome by the superior portability and convenience of the latter, 

But we are asked how are we to ascertain the amonnt required by 
the needs of commerce; in other words, how we will find a gange 
for the true amount of paper currency. My friends, Mr. KELLEY, of 
Pennsylvania, and Mr. Ewixd, of Ohio, propose to regulate the 
amount of paper money afloat by the law of demand and supply, 
and to issue the maximum amount of paper money claimed to be 
necessary to do the business of the country, and at the same time to 
issue an Saua amount of bonds bearing 3.65 per cent. per annnm, 
and make them and the money interconvertible ; so that when there 
is a surplus of currency afloat it will be put into the treasury and 
the bonds taken out; when there is a deficit of currency the bonds 
will go into the treasury and bring out the money. 

This is an admirable plan, but for the fact that it is liable to abuse. 
Under such a system I fear that the great bankers and bondholders 
at the money centers would pool the currency, run it into the Treas- 
ury, and take the bonds out, and thus produce a scarcity of money 
which would reduce prices to the lowest ebb, and would first pur- 
chase up the productions of the country and then return the bonds 
to the Treasury, inflate the currency and prices, and then sell out 
and repeat the operation. The fact that the Government would be 
disbursing the currency in discharge of its current obligations weak- 
ens but does not remove the objection. The money sharks could pool 
the currency more rapidly than the current disbursements by the 
Treasury would return it to circulation. I trust that the ingenuity 
of the distinguished gentleman from Pages fens: (Mr. KELLEY, ] 
aided by his friend, [Mr. Ew1nG,] may be able to avoid successfully 
this objection. 

The whole amount of taxes imposed by the Federal, State, county 
and municipal governments for a year are about $750,000,000, and 
we could ee Parag twice that amount in 8 money if it 
paid all the taxes which gold and silver would. e fact that the 
whole amount of the currency would be taken in every two years by 
the governments, and that it would be demanded to facilitate private 
exchanges to the extent that there was not gold and silver to do so, 
would hold it at par. The State of Kentucky some fifty years since 
issued what was called Commonwealth bank paper to an amount 
more than twice the annual taxes and made it receivable for all dues 
to the State, county, and municipal authorities, not redeemable in 
gold or silver, and based solely on the credit of the State. 

The prejudices of the old-time ideas of finance depreciated this 
money for a time far below gold and silver, but soon after it rose to 
par with them, and when the Commonwealth’s bank wound up its 
affairs, it paid the State, who was the stockholder thereof, the full 
amount of its stock and a large premium thereon incoin. It may be 
that the experience of our Government for the last ten years has 
furnished us a true currency gauge. In 1866, when we began 
contraction, the people of the country only owed the banks about 
$474,000,000, and in 1873, when we had reduced the currency one- 
half, they owed them about $994,000,000. From 1866 to 1873 the in- 
debtedness of the people to the banks increased pari passu with the 
contraction of the currency, This shows that a reduction of the cur- 
rency below the amount actually needed compels the people to bor- 
row credit from the banks to a greater extent than they Lave to do 
when they have a sufficient currency. An insufficient amount of cur- 
rency forces the people to borrow credit at usury to move their prod- 
uce. None have credit to loan except those who deal in ready money 
or its equivalent. 

The banks do not loan money in the main, but loan their credit. 
This is fully proven by the fact that the London County Bank had 
only a paid-up capital of £1,500,000, and after doing business many 
years and paying ont all its pro its in semi-annual dividends, except 
a reserve of £300,000, had on hand £2,000,000 of real estate and 
about £18,000,000 of bonds upon the people. 
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It may be that a currency page may be found by ascertainin 
what amonnt of currency will enable our people to transact their 
business without borrowing from the banks any amount of money in 
excess of the actual carrency hold by them. . 2 

For eee entertaining and boldly wi Saas these opinions we 
are denounced by the gentleman from New York [ Mr. CHITTENDEN ] as 
fools, incompetents, and 5 but I suppose we can sur- 
vive it, as we are sustained by that great and good man, Mr. Cal- 
houn, to whom the gentleman from New York is no more to be com- 
pared than the meanest of the feathered tribe is to be compared with 

proud bird of Jove, the imperial eagle, whose image is the chosen 
and glorious emblem of our national banner. I hurl back the charge 
upon the gentleman and his associates. They are the real repudia- 
tionists. ey advocated and indorse tho act of the 18th of March, 
1869, which is the first act of repudiation which has ever stained our 
statute-books. 

I hope the House and those denounced will forgive the gentleman 
for these uncourteous and unparliamentary words, In the heat of 
debate they were prompted by a sense of inability to respond to our 
arguments; by the cage ot impotence they serve to fill a line in the 
Recorp which should have contained an argument. The gentleman 
made a draft on his brain for one, it was protested, and his brain re- 
fused to furnish an argument for his tongue. 

If this resumption act and this class legislation be not repealed, 
they contain within themselves all the possibilities of woo, ruin, dis- 
tress, individual and national bankruptcy, revolution, and the loss 
of the remnant of our liberties. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, addressed the House. [His remarks 
will a in the Appendix. 

Mr. DUNNELL. f move that the House now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at eleven o’clock and 
thirty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned, 


. PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clork's desk, 
under the rulo, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of A. B. Mullett, for compensation 
for services rendered as an architect in designing the plans and super- 
intending the construction of the new building for the State, War, 
and Navy Departments and for designs furnished for improvements 
in tho Post-Office Department, and t! oak for the District of Colum- 
bia—to the Committee on Publie Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: The petition of gardeners, laborers, and 
others in the employ of the office of Superintendent of Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, to be paid extra for the time over eight hours per 
day they have worked—to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Aio, tho petition of David Conroy, for relief as to services to the 
Government of Ecuador—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: The petition of the members of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian church, at Charleston, Tennessee, for compensation for 
damages to their church building by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ELAM: Papers relating to the claim of Dr. James B. Sul- 
livan for compensation for property destroyed by the United States 
Army—to the same committeo. 

By Mr. GIBSON: Memorial of citizens of New Orleans, for a re- 
duction of the duty upon imported wines—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 2 

By Mr. HARRISON: The petition of Mary J. Sears, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. HENKLE: KADETA relating to the claim of William Tal- 
bert for the use by the United States of his improvement in marine 
railways—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of Robert G. Coleman, for com- 

nsation for pres en by the United States Army—to tho 

zommittee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the representatives of M. D. 
Newman for services rendered certain Indians—to the Committee of 


Claims, 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Davis Hatch, of Norwalk, Con- 
necticut, for remuneration for losses sustained by the wrongful acts 
and conduct of General Orville E. Babcock, when acting as the au- 
thorized agent of the Government and of the late Executive, with 
reference to the annexation of San Domingo—to the Committee of 


Claims. 

By Mr. ROBERTS: The petition of the captors of the ram Albe- 
marle, for relief—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of William L. W. Seabrook, late commissioner 
of the land offico of Maryland, to have refunded certain internal- 
ine taxes paid on his salary—to the Committee of Ways and 

cans. 

Also, the petition of Francis O. Wyse, to be placed on the retired 
list as a lieutenant-colonel—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

=e Mr. SAYLER: Papers relating to the petitions of William 
Buckley, August Mellon, and Eliza A. Semple for pensions—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of the Enterprise Insurance 
Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, for taxes overpaid—to the Committee 
of Claims. 


Also, the petition of the heirs of William Tait, that they be paid the 
amount received by the United States for certain property sold in 
bak rete gee Ohio, under a confiscation proceediung—to the same com- 
mittee. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Charles E. Pierson to have 
refun the amount paid by him contained in a registered lotter 
which was lost—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of A. G. Collins for expensos 
ino while deputy provost-marshal sixth district of Ohio—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, pout relating to the petition of Mary Ann Stonefield to be 
reimbu the amount wrongfully Le by her late husband for 
exemption from military service—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SCALES: Papers relating*to tho petition of Edwin I. 
Nutall for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia: The petition of Charles Lee, late 
surveyor of customs at Au Georgia, for additional compensation 
for his services—to the Committee of Claims, 

By Mr. TUCKER: Papers relating to the petition of messengers of 
at Popron Court for additional compensation—to the Committee of 


ims. 

By Mr. WALKER: Papers relating to the petition of William B. 
Isaacs & Co., of Richmond, Virginia, for the restoration of certain 
coin belonging to them now in the Treasury of the United States—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Py Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: Papers relating to the claim of 
A. E. Hodges for cotton and other property seized by the United States 
authorities—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: Papers relating to tho claim of John 
Gault for services rendered as a major of volunteers—to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


SATURDAY, November 17, 1877. 


The Honse met at twelve o’clockm. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. ATKINS. Iam instracted by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to report back the Army appropriation bill with amendments | 
by sae Senate and to submit thereon the report which I send to tho 


The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on sen gatas to whom was referred the bill (FL. R. No. 902) 
making appropriations for the support of the Army for tho fiscal year ending June 
30, 1873, aad for other purposes, together with the amendments of tho Senate thero- 
to, having considered the same beg leave to report as follows: They recommond 
concurrence in the amendments of the Senate numbered 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, and 15, 
erat epee non-concurrernce in the amendments numbered 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 


Mr. ATKINS. The amendments of tho Senate are mostly immate- 
rial. The Committee on Appropriations have concurred in some and 
non-concurred inethers. The principal point of difference between tho 
Senate and the House on the bill is in regard to the question of force. 
Tho Senate have stricken out the limitation of twenty thousand and 
inserted a limitation of twenty-five thousand for tho enlisted men of 
the Army. That is the principal point of difference, They havo ro- 
duced the general ag; ate of the sum appropriated by $100,500 be- 
low the sum appropriated by the Honse. 1 will read what the chair- 
= of the Committee on Appropriations in the Senate said on that 
subject: 

Whother the amounts reported in this bill will be snfficient for the entire oxpend- 
ituros of the Army remains to bo scen. Tho committee did not deem it advisable 


to delny its un hour by any amendment that could be supplied by deficion- 
—— hereafter if they should me necessary. We have ad nothing to any 
tom 5 


Itscems from that that the Committeeon Appropriationsof the Sen- 
ate did not enter into the calculation of what was required for the sup- 
rt of the Army, but simply took the bill as by the House of 
presentatives, with three solitary exceptions. oy, reduced the 
appropriation for expenses of the Commanding General’s Office froin 
„000 to $2,500. They reduced the e rey forthesupport of hos- 
pitals $50,000, The House appropriated $100,000, being the amount . 
which was estimated. The Senate also struck out of the bill the 
rovision proposing to convert smooth-bore ans into rifle cannon, 
© House appropriated $50,000 for that purpose. The Senate have 
stricken that from the bill. The Appropriation Committee of the 
House of Representatives, however, recommend non-concurrence in 
that amendment, for the reason that we were assured by General 
Benét, who has charge of the Ordnance Department of the Govern- 
ment, that that is an important matter. He thinks these cannon 
ought to be converted, and that it would be a great saving to tho 
Government if they should be made as fine rifle cannon for their cali- 
ber as any in the world, and that if an appropriation is not made 
and continued to be made by subsequent Congresses until the whole 
twelve hundred and fifty smooth-bore cannon shall be converted into 
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rillo cannon they will be worth no more than rubbish or useless iron. 
For that reason we recommend non-concurrence, My friend on my 
right [Mr. BLOUNT] suggests that they want a more expensive gun, 
and that this will be introduced in another appropriation bill. That 
may be so, but I have no knowledge of it, 
The main difference, then, between tho House and the Senate is 
simply in the force, and as to the appropriation the Senate leave that, 


as thoy say, as a matter for a deficiency hereafter. I do not think we 
appropriated very much in excess of what should have been appro- 
yriated. I thought some of the items wore large. I was overruled, 

owever, in that. But the Committee on Appropriations believe the 
bill is just and right. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Willthe gentleman inform the House what would 
be theamountof the deficiency on the basis of an increase from twenty 
thousand to twenty-five thousand enlisted men? 

Mr. ATKINS. That would be a very difficult question to answer. 
But I will state to the gentloman, by way of general remark, that it 
is estimated a soldier costs the Government $1,000 a year. Each sol- 
dier, if youtake his clothing, his subsistence, his medical attendance, 


port soldier, it is estimated will cost $1,000 per annum. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Does the gentloman mean $1,000 for each 
private, or $1,000 counting in all the officers? 

Mr. ATKINS. I mean an av of $1,000 for the whole Army. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. You have left all the officers of the old Army; 
you only cut down the number of privates. Tho gentleman docs not 
mean to say that the additional privates would cost $1,000 each. 

Mr. AT. S. I think not. 


Mr. FOSTER. I desire to ask the gontiaman a question right hero. 


Does he sup tho increased cost of transportation would not eqnal 
the cost of the increased number of five thousand additional soldiers? 

Mr. ATKINS. That is a matter of mere estimate. I know that it 
is stated a amall army costs a great deal more for transportation than 
a large one. 

Mr. FOSTER. Is not that trne? 

Mr. ATKINS. I do not know whether it is trne or not. It is very 
much like the maxim that “the higher the tariff the lower the goods. 
It might be so high after a while that we would get all goods for 


W 
Mr. E. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALE. I only wish to say that on almost all the propositions 
coming from the Senate the Committee on Appropriations are agreed; 
but that in two or three cases, when the items are reached, a motion 
will be made, representing the minority of the committee, to concur, 
in order that the whole matter may be brought to a head here to-day, 
The House will be given the opportunity upon that motion to concur 
as the amendments are reached and so to settle the disposition of this 
Army bill and prevent ute pang to a conference. 

That applics undoubtedly mainly te the amendment with refer- 
ence to the limitation of force, as to whether the Army should be 
left with its present number, twenty-five thousand, or be reduced to 
twenty thousand as pro by the bill which passed the House; 
also to the action of t! ouse declaring what should be specificall 
the disposition of Toar regiments of cavalry. Upon those proposi- 
tions a motion will be © to concur with the 3 so that the 
House may settle the whole question right here. I do not wish to 
take u ok Pape time now. 

Mr. MIL I would inquire if the question can be divided so that 
n separate vote can be taken on each amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon agreeing to the report of 
the Committee on Appropriations; but any member can have a sepa- 
rate vote on any amendment. 

Mr. HALE. I would suggest that the amendments be read in their 
order and each voted on separately. 

The SPEAKER. It might be well to adopt the report of the com- 
mitteo so far as there is no contest. Where a separate vote is desired 
on any amendment of course it is the nghi of any member to have it. 

Mr. HALE. As the amendments are but few, cannot the result be 
most easily reached by having the Clerk read tho amendments and 
let the House vote upon them one by one? 

The SPEAKER. That can be done. 

Mr. ATKINS. If no other gentleman desires to be heard, I will call 
tho previous nna upon ing to the report of the committee. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I would like to ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations whether, if we agree in the Senate amend- 
ment in regard to the increase of the force of the Army, it will not 
entail an additional expense over that of the House bill of at least 
$3,000,000, which must be made up hereafter by a deficiency bill ? 

Mr. ATKINS. I cannot answer definitely; I have no doubt the 
deficiency will be at least $3,000,000. 

Mr. POTTER. I desire to inquire whether the amendment in ref- 
erence to a reduction of the force of the Army has connected with it 
sted Pron ioh requiring four regiments of cavalry to be kept on the 
borders of Texas, so that we cannot vote upon one of those provis- 
ions without voting upon the other as well Je 

Mr. ATKINS. The Committee on Appropriations recommend con- 
currence in that portion of the amendment of the Senate which 


oe from the bill the four regiments of cavalry to be stationed in 
exus. 


his transportation, tho pay, and everything else required for the sup- f 
of t 
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ae SPEAKER. The reading of the amendments will make that 
clear. : 

Mr. POTTER. I think it would be well to have that matter 
understood. I think the chairman of the committeo is in error. 

Mr. ATKINS. I beg pardon; I was mistaken and I stand cor- 
rected. The Committee on Appropriations insist upon their amend- 
ments to the original bill. 

Mr. POTTER. Then, if I understand it, we cannot vote to reduce 
the Army without voting at the same timo to keep four regiments of 
cavalry on the borders of Texas. I regret that, for I want to voto for 
a reduction of the Army; bat I am in grave doubt about the pro- 
priety of this direction of the disposition of the cavalry —— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair willdirect Rule 46 to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: . 

Any member may call for tho division of a question beforo or after the main 
question is ordered, which shall be divided if it comprehends propositions in sub- 
stance so distinct that, one boing taken away, a substantive p ion shall 
remain for the decision of the House. A motion to strike out and shall be 


deemed indivisible; but a motion to strike out being lost, shall preclude neither 
amendment nor a motion to strike out and insert. 


Mr. ATKINS. I will ask for a division. 
Mr. HUNTON. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. I notioe 
that the first amendment of the Senate pro to reduce the appro- 
riation for the ex of the office of the Commanding General 
5 — $3,000 to $2,500. I desire to know from the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations whether, in the opinion of the commit- 
teo, $2,500 will support the office of the Commanding General. 
Mr. ATKINS. T e Commanding General himself thinks so, and I 
reckon it will. I now call the previous question on the report of the 


ttee. 
The previous question was seconded and the main question or- 
rod. 


de 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the main 
question was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. : 

The SPEAKER. The first amendment will be read. 

The first amendment was in the clause relative to expense of Com- 
manding General’s Office, and was to reduce the amounts appropriated 
from $3,000 to $2,500. 

Mr. ATKINS. The Committee on Appropriations recommend con- 
currence in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The second amendment of the Senate was, in line 17, page 1, strike 
out “ privates ” and insert “ enlisted men.” 

Mr. ATKINS. The committee recommend concurrence in that 
amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Tho third amendment was, on page 1, line 19, strike out “ fifty- 
two” before the words tera’ clerks.” 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, I would like to ask the chairman of tho 
Committee on 3 u question. What reason is there why 
there should not be fifty-four paymasters’ clerks ? 

Mr. ATKINS. I have no objection to answering the question, but 
the previous question has been ordered, and as I understand that 
cuts off debate. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, having made the report from 
the committee, is entitled to one hour if he chooses to take it. 

Mr. ATKINS. Very well; I will answer the question. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. As I understand there are now fifty-four 
paymasters. I do not understand why fifty-two of them should have 
clerks and two of them be not allowed clerks. I have not been able to 
ascertain any reason for that. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will give the reason that controlled the action of 
the committee. In the last Army bill only fifty-two clerks were 
allowed to the paymasters, because there wero fifty-two paymasters, 
a Paymaster-General, and a deputy paymaster-general, making fifty- 
four in all. They had usually non-commissioned officers to act 
as clerks for them, Weallow only fifty-two clerks for the paymasters, 
at a salary of $1,200 each. The statute roca ares that non-com- 
missioned officers shall 3 this clerical duty when they can. 
But the paymasters are allowed to employ civilians as clerks at an 
annual salary of $1,200 each; and in every case the paymasters have 
employed civilians in that ee instead of taking non-commis- 
sioned officers, as they might have done at much less cost. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I trust the chairman of the Committee 
will pardon a further question ; and that is whether or not in his 

udgment the practice which has obtained in the Department of al- 
owing paymasters to employ as theirclerks civilians in whom they 
have confidence, for the purpose of handling the large sums of money 
that come into their keeping, is not wiser than to require them to de- 
tail a non-commissioned officer or an enlisted man of whose integrity 
they have no knowledge ? 

Mr. ATKINS. I do not know that a non-commissioned officer or 
an enlisted man is not as honest and as competent as a civilian, 

Mr. HALE. The paymaster may not know him; that is the trouble. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. The remark of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. ATKINS] may be true; but is it at all likely that a person 
in the responsible position of paymaster in the ay and who is lia- 
ble upon his official bond for any defalcation, wou d desire to have 
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iorced upon him by the statute as his assistant some one of whose 
fntegrity he had no knowledge ? 

Mr. ATKINS. Under the law it is the duty of the paymaster him- 
self to handle the money; these clerks are employed merely to do 
clericallabor. I do not know that it is intended they shall be finan- 
ciers of the Government. a 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Without extending the colloquy further, 
I move that the House concur in the Senate amendment so that each 
pa ster shall have one clerk. 

. FOSTER. It should be stated that this does not affect the 
amount appropriated at all. The amount is the same whether there 


be fifty-two or fifty-four. : 
Mr. ATKINS. If there were fifty-four there would be a deficiency 
of $2,400. = 


Mr. FOSTER. Not necessarily. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] 
moves that the House non-concur; the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
BAKER] moves to concur. The question will be taken on concurrence. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 115, noes 126. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 

The next amendment of the Senate, which was read, was to insert 
after “ paymasters’ clerks,” in line 19, the words “not exceeding 

-four.” 
. ATKINS. I ask the House to non-concur in this amendment. 

The amepdment was not concu in. - 

The next amendment of the Senate was read, as follows: 

Strike out the following after the word “ provided“ in line 27: 

That a force of four cavalry regiments ll be recruited to one hundred men 
in each company, and the same shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican 
and Indian tiers of Texas: Provided, That nothing berein contained shall auth- 
orize the recruiting the number of men on the Army rolls, including Indian scouts 
and hospital stewards, beyond twenty thousand men, of whom four full cavalry 
7 arg ers shall be kept in service on the Mexican frontier in Texas. 

nd insert the following: 

That cavalry 
and kept as near as practicable at that number; and a sufficient force of cavalry 
shall be employed in defense of the Mexican and ‘Indian frontier of Texas. 


Mr. FOSTER. I move concurrence in this amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask a division of the question upon the amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. The first branch of the amendment will be read. 

Mr. HALE. Is there not a technical difficulty about dividing the 
question upon concurring in a Senate amendment? Should not the 
motion be to concur with such an amendment as will cover the point 
desired to be reached? I donot remember any case in which the vote 
has been divided upon Senate amendments, though a motion to con- 
cur with an amendment adopting a part of the amendment, and not 
the rest, is customary. 

Mr. ATKINS. Let me make an . in regard to this fifth 
amendment, The House bill originally contained this clause : 

Provided, That a force of four cavalry regiments shall be recruited to one hundred 
men in each company; the same shall be employed in the defense of the 
Mexican and Indian tier of Texas. 

This ee was stricken out in the House 

Mr. HALE. If the gentleman will move to concur with an ainend- 
ment striking out that portion which the Senate added, it will cover 
the point peas and it seems to me would leave the Journal right. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine [ Mr. HALE] is incor- 
rect in his ju ent as to the impropriety of dividing the question 
upon an amendment of this character. The rule is very clear as to 
the right of a member to ask a division of the question upon any 
proposition ; and no discrimination is made as to whether it is a Sen- 
ate amendment or a House amendment. 

Mr. HALE, My point is not so much as to the right but as to the 


practice. 
The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks the gentleman is mistaken also 


as to me 

Mr. . If my memory serves me, the practice has always 
been what I have stated. 

Mr. ATKINS. Itis admissible to strike ont, is it not, Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. BURCHARD. Is not the amendment of the Senate a proposi- 
tion to strike out certain words and insert others? If so, under the 
rule the question is indivisible. 

Mr. . A motion to concur with an amendment will cover the 


ents may be recruited to one hundred men in each company, 


case. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Iask to have the rule read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will have the rule read. 

The Clerk read Rule 46, as follows: 

Any member may call for the division of a question before or after the main 
question is ord: which shall be divided if it comprehend propositions in sub- 
stance so distinct one being taken away, a substantive proposition shall re- 
main for the decision of the House. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Iask that the Clerk proceed to read the residue. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A motion to strike out and Insert shall be deemed indivisible, but a motion to 
mrko ont: being lost, shall preclude neither amendment nor a motion to strike out 
RD 


Mr. BEEBE. Let me inquire if this amendment coming from the 


Senate does not constitute two amendments, practically, and whether 
the motion to strike ont is not one amendment in itself ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the House desires to 
get at two propositions: first, whether there shall be in this bill a 
clause directing the assigument of the Army, and, second, as to the 
number of the Army. ‘To aid the House in arriving at a decision upon 
these two points is what the Chair is directing his attention to. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The amendment of the Senate is to strike out 
certain words and insert other words. Under our rules that motion 
is indivisible, and therefore it seems to me that the difficulty can only 
be obviated in the manner suggested by the gentleman from Maine, 
(Mr. HALE, ] to test the sense of the House by a motion to concur in 
the amendment of the Senate with an amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD. There are but three things possible. The Senate 
sends tous a proposition. We either vote to concur, and then the bill 
stands as the Senate sends it to us, or we vote to non-concur, and 
that leaves it just as we sent it to the Senate; and the third thing is 
that we vote to concur with an amendment. There can be no fourth 
age ae in the case. 

r. HALE. Gentlemen can reach the point by concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate with an amendment striking out that por- 
tion which the Senate has inserted. 

Mr. GARFIELD. We can concur in the Senate amendment with 
an amendment, so as to read in a particular form. That is the only 
method in which we can reach it. 

Mr. ATKINS. Does the Chair decide that the amendment of the 
Senate is indivisible ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the motion to strike out 
and insert is not divisible. 

Mr. ATKINS. Very well. Then I move to non-concur in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to concur. Now let us understand this mat- 
ter. I understand that a motion to concur in the Senate amendment 
apphes to the entire amendment; that is, to strike out and insert; 
that includes the whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that a concurrence in the amend- 
ment will keep in all the language inserted by the Senate, and that 
a non-concurrence will strike it out. 

Mr. HALE. In concurring with the Senate we strike out all that 
the Senate struck ont, and insert all that the Senate inserted. 

The SPEAKER. The effect of the Senate amendment is to strike 
out all after the word “ provided” in line 91 of the printed bill which 
embraces, in fact, two provisos running to the end of the section and 
to the word“ Texas.“ 

Mr. POTTER. I think, sir, there is some misapprehension here. 
You will find, Mr. Speaker, that there are two provisions which end 
with the word “Texas,” and by looking at the bill before you you 
will find that the pending amendment is to strike out the proviso for 
four regiments of cavalry to be employed in the defense of the Mexi- 
can and Indian frontier of Tèxas and to insert the words in italics, 
and that there is nothing in this amendment in relation to the reduc- 
tion of the Army. 

Mr. CLYMER. Yes, there is. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chairis of the opinion that the solution of the 
difficulty between the two Houses will be that if this amendment is 
concurred in then the language employed by the Senate will become 
a part of the text of the bill, and if it be non-concurred in then that 
part of the bill that provides for the assignment of a portion of the 
Army to the Texas frontier is retained as provided for in the House 


bill. 
Mr. ATKINS. Isu t that for the understanding of the House 
the language to be stricken out be now read, and also the language 
ro to be inserted. 

r. CALKINS. Before that is done, I desire to make an inqniry of 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations what this amend- 
ment is. 

Mr. ATKINS. This is amendment No. 5. 
Mr. CALKINS. What is amendment No. 57 What does it com- 


prise ? 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask that the Clerk read amendment No. 5. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out : 

Provi Thata foros of four cavalry 
men in company, and the same shall 
can and Indian frontier of Texas. 

And in lieu thereof insert : 

That cavalry regiments ma 
and kept as near as practicable at that number; and a sutlicient force of cavalry 
shall be employed in the defense of the Mexican and Indian frontier of Texas. 

Mr. FOSTER. The amendment of the Senate strikes out all the 
words down to the word“ Texas.” 

Mr. ATKINS. I beg the gentleman’s pardon, the Clerk is correct 
in his reading; the word“ Texas” occurs twice on that page, as he 
will perceive. 

Mr. HALE. The printed bill does not show the numbers of the 
amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will have read the following paragraph 
from the Digest, so that the House will clearly understand the effect 
of a vote on concurrence : 


The question which first arises on a resolution, amendment, or conference report, 


ments shall be recruited to one huridred 
employed in the defense of the Moxi- 


be recruited to one handred men in each company, 
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is on concurrence. And as the negative of concurrence amounts to the affirmative 
of non-concurrence, no question is afterward put on the latter motion. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair caused that paragraph to be read 
because there will be but a single vote upon the proposition which will 
be on concurring. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. If the House is in favor of the 
Senate amendment, and votes in favor of concurring, will that leave 
the Senate amendment in the text of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will. If the House votes to concur in what 
the Senate has placed in the bill, of course it will remain there. 

Mr. POTTER. If the House votes to non-concur, then it will bein 
order to move to strike out the Senate addition to the bill as well as 
the clause which the Senate has stricken out? If the House refuse to 
adopt the Senate substitute for the direction made by the House as 
to four regiments on the frontier of Texas, then it will be in order to 
move to strike out the Senate direction in that regard so as to leave 
no direction at all, as regards regiments. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that it would. 

Mr. ELAM. If I understand it, the effect of non-concurring will 
be to leave the bill as it passed the House. 

The SPEAKER. And that is what the Committee on Appropria- 
tions recommend, : 

Mr. ELAM. If the House concur in the amendment of the Senate 
they concur in what is stricken ont and in what is added. 

Mr. REAGAN, I desire to make one remark in reference to what 
has been said, that we should not take the direction of the Army 
away from the President. I want to say that the President of the 
United States is Commander-in-Chief of the Army, but he is Com- 
mander-in-Chief under the laws of the United States, and the prac- 
tice has been uniform, and has been long indulged in, to provide laws 
to govern him in his control of the Army. He commands the Army, 
but according to law. 

Mr. LAPHAM. The bill is printed in such a form that we cannot 
understand it, and I desire to have the sixth amendment of the Sen- 


ate read. 

The SPEAKER. There is no objection to having it read for the 
information of the House. i 

The Clerk read the sixth amendment. . 

The SPEAKER. Now the question is on concurring in the fifth 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. CONGER. On that question I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PRICE. Would it not simplify the matter to have the Clerk 
read the paragraph as it will read if the amendment of the Senate 
be concurred in? 

Mr. ATKINS. It has been read already a dozen times. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order! 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 140, nays 126, not 
voting 24; as follows: - 

YEAS—Messrs Aiken, Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley, John H. Baker, William H. Ba- 
ker, Ballou, Banks, 2 Benedict, Bisbee, Yo 
Chittond a Oladi, Mah Clark, Cole,’ Conse ulberso 

n. h 
Cummings, Danford, Horace Davis, Dotat Denio Dannel, Dwight, Ramen, 
Ellsworth, Errett, I. Nowton Evans, James L. Evans, Field, Fort, eater, Free- 
man, H; Benjamin W. 
eee erh Ittner, James, Tophan, bath Jorgensen, n 
ing, 9 McCook, McGowan, Me Mitchell, Monroe, Neal, 
Beat ag Me É Patterson, Peddie, Phillips, 
Powers, Price, Rainey, Randolph, Reed, William W. on George D. Robinson, 


kmorton, kipea, „ 
ard, Watson. Welch, Harry White, D. White, Wil- 
drew Williams, Charles G. Williams, James Williams, 


Misso Cobb, Co! Cook, Samnel S. Cox, Cravens, Critten 
Cutler, Davidson, Joseph J. ‘Davis, Bagel. Dickey, Durham’ Eden, Eickhoff. Elam 
John H. Evins, Ewing, Felton, Finley, Forney, Franklin, Fuller, Garth, Gib- 
son, Glover, Goode, Gunter, F Henry R. Harris, John T. 
II. ‘artzell, er, Henkle, Henry; Abram 8. Hewitt, 
ker, House, Hunton, Frank Jones, James Tay- 
Landers, Ligon, Lynde, Maish, Manning, 
Morrison, Morse, Muldrow, Muller, 
an, Reilly, Americas V. Rice, Riddle, Rob- 


Jere N. Williams, Albert S. Willis, 
YNOE VOTING Moore. Blair, Bliss, Bragg, Bright, Bundy, Butler, Caswell, Al 
g undy, Butler, we - 

yah A. Clark, Covert, Darrall, Hazel Hiscock, Luttrell, Morgan, 
Phelps, Poland, Pound, Pugh, harias Secon iso, b and Veeder—24. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

During the roll-call, the following announcements were made: 

Mr. BLAIR. On this question I am paired with Mr. PHELPS. If 
he were 255777017 he would vote “no” and I would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. PUGH. On this question I am paired with my colleague Mr. 
CLARK. If present, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. POUND. On all questious connected with this bill I am paired 
with my coll o General BRAGG. I am assured by his political as- 
sociates that if he were here he would vote “ no.” yon vets ay.” 


VI—33 


Mr. MORGAN. On all political questions I am paired off with Mr. 
CASWELL, of Wisconsin. His friends consider this a political ques- 
pon 2 1 suppose if he were present, he would vote “ay.” I would 
vote “no. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I desire to state that Mr. SOUTHARD, of 
Ohio, is paired with my coll from Missouri, Mr. POLLARD. 

The result of the vote was ae announced as above recorded. 
The sixth amendment of the Senate was read as follows: 


In line 5, page 4, of the bill, strike out “ twenty” and insert “ twenty-five.” 


Mr. ATKINS. The committee recommend non-concurrence in the 
amendment. á 

Mr. FOSTER. I move that the amendment be concurred in. 

Mr. ATKINS. I call for the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that this amendment re- 
lates exclusively to the number of the Army. ; 

Mr. ATKINS. If the House will allow me, I will state distinctly 
the 8 on which we are about to vote. The limitation placed 
in this bill upon the force on the Army rolls was twenty thousand. 
The Senate havestruck out “twenty thousand” and inserted“ twenty- 
five thousand.” The Committee on Appropriations recommend non- 
concurrence in the Senate amendment, The gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. FOSTER, ] my eon the committee, moves to concur in 
the amendment. I would move to non-concur, if that were in order, 
Those who desire to vote for twenty-five thousand men in the Army 
will vote “ ay;” those who desire to have but twenty thousand men 
in the Army will vote “no.” 

Mr. . Is not there another feature in this amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware of any. 

Mr. ATKINS. That is all there is in this amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. Lask that the paragraph be read as the Senate has 
amended it. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will read it. 

Mr. CONGER. Let the Clerk read it so that the whole House can 


hear it. 
: The Clerk read the paragraph, as amended by the Senate, as fol- 
ows: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the num- 
oath lean tay rg oe Age eee meaner erties EENE ea tT 
youd twenty- 


Mr. HALE, What becomes of the rest of the paragraph f 

The SPEAKER, That is involved in another amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD. This amendment relates solely to the number of 
the Army? : 

Mr. ATKINS. It does. 

Mr. GARFIELD. And those who vote “ay” vote to keep the Army 
at twenty-five thousand men, as it now is? 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Aud those who want to reduce it to twenty thou- 
sand men will vote “no?” 

Mr. ATKINS. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE, The Clerk did not read all of the paragraph. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk read all to which the pending amend- 
ment relates. 

Mr. HALE. I would like to have the whole paragraph read as it 
will stand with the Senate amendment, without reference to the next 
amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman has the bill in his hand and he can 
ee 755 himself. It does not affect the proposition the least in the 
wor 

Mr. HALE. The bill I have in my hand is the one reported to the 
Senate by the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; it is not 
the bill as by the Senate. All I ask is that the Clerk will 


read the paragraph as it will stand with the Senate amendments. 
The SP. In other words, the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
HALE) asks that the next amendment be read. 


Mr. . I know nothing about the next amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has no objection. 

Mr. ATKINS. I object. 

Mr. HALE. Have I not the right to call for the reading of the 
whole 8 7 
The SP. R. The Chair would request the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. ATKINS. In order to humor my colleague on the committee, 
Lr. ire: I will withdraw my objection. 

Mr. I do not care how I get it, provided I do get it. 

The Clerk read the paragraph, as follows: 

Provided, Thatnothing herein contained shall authorize the recruiting the num- 
ber of men on the Army rolls, including Indian sconts and hospital stewards, be- 


ond twent; five thousand, of whom four full cav: regiments shall be k t im 
— Mexican frontier in Texas. Ny 5 


Mr. ATKINS. That last clause is covered by a separate amend- 
ment, and we are not now voting on it at all. I demand that tho 
sixth amendment be stated to the House, and that only, so that there 
a be no confusion. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair will state the question so that there 
will be no confusion. The amendment now under consideration is 
simply the proposition of the Senate, the effect of which is to make 
the force of the Army twenty-five thousand. If that amendment is 
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voted down, then the bill will be left as passed by the House, making 
the force of the Army twenty thousand. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The 5 aaa was taken; and there were—yeas 134, nays 129, not 
voting 27 ; as follows: 
1111107000 a ma Bee 
Burchard, Burdie Cain, Calkins. Camp, Campbell, Cannon, Chittenden, Claflin, 
well. Pelee — — Errett, I. 

Freeman, Gardner, Gar- 

Hale, Hanna, Harmer, Benjamin W. Harris, Haskell, Hayes, Hen- 


gerford, 

Jones, Jorgensen, Joyce, Keifer, Keightley, Kelley, Ketcham, Killinger, Lapham, 

i are, McCoo cGowan, McKin- 
, Peddie, hme, oF ‘owers, Pri 
W. Rice, George D. Robinson, Milton S. Robinson, Ryan, Sampson, Sapp, Schleich- 
er, berger, Sinnickson, A. Herr Smith, Starin, Stewart, Jobn W. Stono, 
Joseph C. Stone, Strait, Thompson, . Throckmorton, Tipton, Amos 
T Martin d, a 

p 


Van Ppa 
eus S. Williams, Andrew Williams, C 
chard —134 


W. N 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Atkins, Banning, Beebe, Bell, Benedict, Bicknell, Black- 
burn, Bland, Blount, Boone, Bouck, ee ag teeny rA Cabell, John W. Caldwell, 
i} A Caldwell, Candler, Carlisle, Chalmers, 


Finle z, ; 

Glover, Gunter, Hamilton, Hardenbergh, Henry R. Harris, John T. Harris, 

Harrison, Hart, Hartridge, Hartzell, Hatcher, Henkle, Henry, 
How 


ones. Kenna, Kimmel, Knapp, Knott, Landers, Li, Lock wood, Lynde, Mackey, 
— avham, McKenzie, MeMabon. Money, Morrison, Mul- 


Riddle, Robbins, Rpberts, Robertson, Ross, Scales, Shelley; ‘Singleton, Slemons, 
William E. Smith, Sparke, Springer, Steele, Stenger, Steph Ri 
W. Townshend, Tucker, Turner, Tarney, Vance, Waddell, W. 

Willis, Benjamin A. Willis, 

„ Bright, Bundy, Butler, Caswell, 
Alvah A. Clark, Jobn B. Clarke of Kentucky, Covert, Douglas, Hazel- 
ton, Hiscock, Morgan, Morse, Phelps, Pollard, Pound, Pugh, Sayler, Sexton, 
Smalls, Southard, Veeder, Walker, and Willets—27, 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. HISCOCK. Iam paired with my colleague from New York, 

Mr. VEEDER. If he were present, I would vote “ ay” and he would 
vote “no. 

Mr. PUGH. Iam pasa with my colleague from New Jersey, Mr. 
CLARK. If present, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. POUND. Iam paired with my colleague from Wisconsin, Mr. 
Bnadd. I presume if he was here he would vote “no” and I would 
vote “ay.” 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam paired with Mr. CASWELL, of Wisconsin. If 
he were present, he would vote “ay” and I should vote “no.” 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I desire to state that my colleague, 
Mr. BIIss, is absent on account of sickness. If present, he would 
vote “no. 

Mr. BLAIR. I am paired with Mr. PHELPS, of Connecticut. If he 
were present, I would vote in the affirmative and he in the negative. 
-~ The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The Clerk read the next amendment of the Senate, as follows: 

Page 4, strike ont all after thousand,” in line 5, to and including line 6, namely, 

words: of whom four full cavalry regiments shall be kept in service on 
the Mexican frontier in Texas.“ 

Mr. ATKINS. The committee makes no opposition to that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to concur. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The Clerk read the next amendment of the Senate, as follows: 

Page 6, line 9, strike out “one hundred” and insert "fifty ;" so that it will read: 
“for construction and repair vf hospitals, $50,000." 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to concur in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in, 

The Clerk read the next amendment, as follows: 

Page 8, lines 22 and 23, strike out the word “ ordnance” before the word “‘ officers.” 

Mr. ATKINS. I move non-concurrence. 

Mr. POTTER. What is the effect of that? 

Mr. ATKINS. The effect of that amendment is to remove the re- 
striction of the board of officers appointed to recommend the maga- 
zine gun for the military service to ordnance officers. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The Clerk read the next amendment, as follows: 

After “officers” insert appointed by the Secretary of War.” 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to concur in that amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

On page 8, line 23, strike out the word “suitable” before the words magazine- 
gun. 


Mr. ATKINS. I move to concur in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Tho next amendment was read, as follows: 

Striko out line 27, page 8, and line 1, on pean 9, namely, these words: 
ene conversion of 10-inch smooth- into rifles, and carriages 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to non-concur. 


therefor, 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

Page 9, line 4, strike out 70” and insert. 71;"' so that it will read: 

For the pay of 71 superintendents of military cemeteries, $59,000. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to concur. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to reconsider the vote by which the various 
amendments have been concurred in or non-concurred in; and I fur- 
ther move to lay that motion on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPRESENTATIVE SWORN IN. 


Mr. BUCKNER. I rise to a privileged question. I present the cer- 
tificate of Hon. Lyne S. Metcalfe, Representative-elect from the third 
congressional district of the State of Missouri, and ask that he be 
now sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. That is a question of the highest privilege. Tho 
certificate will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

MISSOURI, 88: a 
To all who shall see these presents: 

Be it known that I, Michael K. McGrath, secre’ of state of the State of Mis- 
souri, hereby certify that at a general election held in the third congressional dis- 
trict of the State of Missouri on the first Tuesday after tho tirst Monday in 
November, the same being the 7th day of said month, iu the year of our Lord i876, 
Lynn S. Metcalfe, having received 8,099 votes for the office of member of 
from said third con, onal district, the same being a higher and greater number 
of votes than were cast for any other person for said oilice, was duly elected to 
8 third congressional district in the Forty-fifth Congress of the United 


In testimony whereof I have hereunto set. m; name and aflixed the great seal of 
the State of Missouri. 4 : 


a ce of the United States the d of the 
Missouri the fifty ted one and second, and State of 
[8EAL.) MICHAEL K. McGRATH, 
Secretary of 


Mr. SPRINGER. Ihave astatement with reference to the election 
for that district by the clerk of the court of Saint Louis County; 
which I desire to have read 

Mr. Den I object. I ask that the Representative-elect be 
sworn in. 

Mr. SPRINGER. This relates to the question of whether he was 
elected or not. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Illinois object to his 
being sworn in? 

4 Mr, SPRINGER. No, sir; but I ask that the paper may be read 
rst. 

Mr. FORT. Let the member be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois may present the pa- 
per afterward. ; 

Mr. SPRINGER. Ipresent it now, and it can be read after the gen- 


tleman is sworn in. 
Mr. METCALFE àp , and was qualified by taking the oath of 


peared, 
office oases by the act of July, 1862. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I now ask that the paper I have sent to the desk 
ay be read. 
he Clerk read as follows: 
Samr Louis, October 15, 1877. 

Sin: In compliance with S sen request. I annex the following statement in ro- 
gard to the ofticial count of the vote cast in Saint Louis County at the general eleo- 
tion held on the 7th day of November, 1876, for State and county officers and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress from the first, second, and third districts of Missouri. 

As clerk of the county court of Saint Louis County, I called to my assistance two 
justices of the county court, as authorized by law, and proceeded to add up the ro- 
mia aue — 15 tho 3 election precincts, calling the same off from the 
poll. s return: my office, 

About tho time that the official count was completed, with tho exception of attach- 
ing the signatures thereto, we were served with a writ of mandamus, issued by the 
circuit court, commanding us to show why we should not cast up tho returns 
from a certain precinct as twenty votes less for R. Graham Frost than the poll-book 
of said precinct showed should havo been cast for him, on tho ground that an alter- 
ation of figures making said difference in his favor had been made on said book 
after the same had been officially delivered to mo as clerk of the county court. 

The abstract of votes cast in the third congressional district, as taken from the 
ori, and annexed returns made to me, and which I laid before the two coun: 

udges, showed a majority of one vote for R Graham Frost over Lyne S. 
‘or Tien il ree mathe iu Congress from said district. 
Y; 
FERD. L. GARESCHÉ, 
Late Clerk of County Court of Saint Louis County. 
R. Guanau Frost, Esq., City. 


As one of the judges of the connty court who participated in the counting of 
votes as within referred to, 7 Ferd. L. Garesché. 
JOHN D. FINNEY. 
CHAUNCY F. SHULTZ. 
I hereby certify that at the date above mentioned Ferd. L. Garesché was clerk 
of the county court of Saint Lonis, and that John D. Finney and Chauncey E. F. 
Shultz were > judges thereof, and that they constituted the! board for canvass- 


ing and casting up the votes cast at tho above-mentioned tion for the Repre- 
sentative in the Congress of the United States from the third congressional district 
of the State of Missouri. 

Attest: 

[seac] RICHARD WALSH, 


Per H. WOODS, Deputy. ` 
Mr. SPRINGER. I move that the paper which has just been read 
be referred to the Committee of Elections. 
The SPEAKER. Without objection it will be so referred. 
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There being no objection, the paper was referred to the Committee 
of Elections. 


PAY OF COMMITTEE CLERKS. 
Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read,and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 
Resolved, That the committee clerks, who are during the session only, be 
continued lu the employment of the House from the A of the present to 
an 


the opening of the next session of this Congress ; the Clerk of the House is 
hereby et ized and directed to pay them out of the items of the 


contingent fund. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SWANN. I rise to move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to consider the report 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs in regard to the Paris exposi- 


tion. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of cone I ask the gentleman to yield to me 
for the introduction of a bill. 

Mr. SWANN. I yield to the gentleman. 


FINANCIAL RELIEF OF THE COUNTRY. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1522) for the financial relief of the country and to 
facilitate the return to specie payments without injuriously affecting 
the commercial business and industries of the people; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF JACOB CRAMER. 


Mr. O’NEILL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1523) for the relief of Jacob Cramer, lieutenant of the Pennsylvania 
Continental Line in the revolutionary war; which was a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ANTE BELLUM ARREARAGES. 


Mr. STEELE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1524) to provide for the settlement and payment of arrearages due to 
certain persons for services actually done for the United States in the 
Sonthern States prior to the late civil war; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 


to be printed. 75 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 2 


Mr. SWANN. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mit tee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of con- 
sidering the report from the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the joint 
resolution in reference to the international exposition to be held in 
Paris, 1878. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Maryland desire to fix 
a limit to general debate! 

Mr. BUCKNER. Before that question is decided, I wish to know 
whether we cannot raise the question of consideration as between the 
motion of the gentleman from Maryland and the resumption bill. 

The SPEAKER. That would be in order. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Then I raise the question of consideration in 
regard to the motion of the gentleman from Maryland. 

, COX, of New York. think it will save time if we can ar- 
range this matter. I would suggest that the discussion of the finan- 
cial question be allowed to go on to-day, and that on Monday we 
take up the bill of the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. SWANN. I will say to my friend from New York [Mr. Cox 
that this business is very urgent indeed and requires to be di 
of at once. I sincerely trust there will be no further 
This is a we question. It is a question in re to our inter- 
national relations with France, and ought to be disposed of at once 
if we are to preserve the kindly relations which now exist between 
us. Iam told from various sources that there is great anxiety felt 
on this subject, and the disposition on the part of the State Depart- 
ment is to make every sacrifice in order to make a reply to the invi- 
tation which has been extended to us by the French Government to 
visit them on the occasion of the great exposition at Paris. It is a 
question of international importance, and I hope it will be disposed 
of now promptly and without further delay. I move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the consideration of this report. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 41. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whea any motion or proposition is made, — “Will the House now 
consider it! shall not be put unless it is demandeil by some member, or is deemed 
necessary by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER] 
raises the question of consideration on the motion of the gentleman 
from and. The question is, Will the House now consider the 
motion of the gentleman from Maryland?” 

The question being taken, the Speaker stated that the “ayes” 
appeared to have it. 

. BUCKNER and Mr. RICE called for the yeas and nays. 


ement. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question being taken, there were—yeas 144, nays 123, not vot- 
ing 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley, William H. Baker, Ballou, Banks, 


Hayes, Hendee, Henkle, H . Abram S. Hewitt, 
H Ittner, o rg (Toor 


Bisbee, Blair, Boyd, Brentano, Brewer, Bridges, Brogden, Burch: 

Burdick, Cain, Calkins, Camp, Campbell, Chittenden, C Rush Clark, Cole, 
ger, Covert, Jacob D. Cox, Crapo, Camm Cutler, Horace Davis, 
Dunnell. t, Eames, Eickhoff, Ellsworth, I Newton Evans, 
Field, Foster, Freeman, Frye, ld, Garth, Gibson, Gid: Hale, Hamilton, 

x in W. Harris, 

phrey, 

oyce, 


k, McGowan, ley, Me’ Morse, Nor- 
cross, O'Neill, Pacheco, Pago, TSON, Pound, Powers, Price, 
Pugh, Rainey, Randolph, Reed, William W. Rice, Roberts, D. Robinson, 

yan, pson, Schleicher, Sballen 2 leton, A. Herr 
Smith, Starin, Stenger, Stewart, John W. Stone, Ji h C. oo Swann, 
Thompson, 2 Amos Townsend, Wait, W. 7 A ‘arner, Watson, 

Welch, Harry White, D. White, Willets, Alpheus 8. 5, 
harles G. Williams, James W: Williams, amin A, 

Willis, Wilson, Wood, and Wren—i44. 
AYS—Messrs. Atkins, John H. Baker, Banning, Bell, Benedict, Bick- 
nell, Blackburn, Bland, Blount, Boone, Bouck, Bro Buckner, Cabell, John W. 
Caldwell, William P. Caldwell, Candler, Cannon, Carlisle, Chalmers, John B. Clarke 
8 marae oaa B. Clark, jr., set 5 Ciymer, Co! 1 
Srittenden, osop 8 i brell,. Dicke; Doaa Elam, 
Ellis, Errett, James John H. Evins, Ewin Tielt 3 
rt, un na, Harden h. Hi 


Fo Fuller, Gause, Glover, Goode, Gunter, ~T 
R. Harris, John T. Harris, Harrison, Hart, Hartridge, Hartzell, Hatcher, Gold- 
smith W. Hewitt, Herbert, Hooker, House, Hunter, Hunton, James Taylor Jones, 
2 p, Knott, Ligon, Lynde, Macke: Ma: 


y, Manning, Martin, ham 

ie, Me on, Mille, Money, Morgan, Muldrow, Muller, Oliver, Phillips: 

Potter, Pridemore, Quinn, goer Ry meg V. Rice, Riddle, Rob- 
bins, Robertson, Milton S. Robinson, Sayler, Scales, Shelley, Slemona, Will- 
iam E. Smith, Sparks, Springer, Steele, ens, Throckmorton, Richard 


During the roll-call, the following proceedings took place: 

Mr. BUCKNER. I ask the Chair to state the question upon which 
we are voting. [Cries of “Order!”] 

„ AMemsBer. The roll-call has bea 55 

Mr. AIKEN. Before voting, I the Chair to state the question 
upon which I am to vote. 

The SPEAKER. The question is whether the House will consider 
the motion of the u from Maryland, [Mr. SwaxN, ] that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to consider the 
joint resolution making an appropriation in regard to the Paris ex- 
position. 

Mr. AIKEN. I vote “ay.” 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. And what proposition does this motion 
antagonize? [Cries of Order!“ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in order. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabania. If this motion should be voted down, 
what business will next come up? > 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will feel obliged then to nize the 
gentleman from er 2. (Mr. SINGLETON, ] who has in his charge 
. bill, on which the sense of the House may also 

tes 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. And if that should be voted down f 


order. 

Mr. SPARKS. Irise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SPARKS. I suggest that the bill reported by the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Swann] is not an appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair would like to know what it is. It 
provides for an appropriation of $150,000. 

Mr. SPARKS rose. [Cries of Order.“ 

The roll-call was then continued. 

Mr, STEPHENS, of Georgia, (when his name was called.) I am 
in favor of the measure, but not of takingit up to-day. I vote “no,” 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

Mr, FINLEY. I move that the House now adjourn. 

The question being taken on the motion to adjourn, there were— 
ayes 43, noes 111. 

Mr. KNOTT. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered ; there being—ayes 30, noes 158, 

So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. SWANN, that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the pupose of 
considering the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the in- 
ternational industrial ition to be held in Paris in 1878, 

The motion was to. 

Mr. COX, of New York. It was understood in the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs that general debate on this bill should be limited to 
four hovrs, I hope the motion to that effect will be made before we 
go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SWANN. I move that eral debate in Committee of the 
Whole on this resolution be limited to four hours, to be divided 
equally between both sides. ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. That is the arrangement agreed on in the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. I hope the House will give us the 
time asked for, f: 
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Mr. LAPHAM. Imoye that the time for general debate be limited 
to two hours. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I move to make it one hour. 

Mr. LAPHAM. laccept the motion of the gentleman from Mis- 
gouri [Mr. BUCKNER] as a modification of my motion. 
Mr. KELLEY, I wish to make a parliamentary inquiry. If the 
time allotted for general debate be not consumed to-day, when will 
the matter come up on Monday? 

The SPEAKER. enéver the House goes into Committee of the 
Whole again. 

Mr. KELLEY. That may be Monday? I ask simply whether it 
may be, under the rules. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules it will be whenever the House 
determines by a majority vote to go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. KELLEY. ay inquiry was whether the House might go into 
Committee of the Whole on Monday. 

The SPEAKER. At any time. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. LAPHAM] accepts the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri to limit general debate to one 


hour. 
Mr. CONGER. I submit that the vote must first be taken on the 
lon time. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is right. 

Mr. CONGER. Task the Chair so to put the proposition 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will conform to the rule. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Swann to limit de- 
bate in Committee of the Whole to four hours, it was agreed to; 
there being—ayes 142, noes 61. 


PARIS EXPOSITION OF 1878 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. SPRINGER in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 43) in relation to the international 
industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878. 

The bill and the pending amendment were read. 

Mr. CONGER. This joint resolution was reported from the 
mittes on Foreign Affairs in place of resolution No. 1, of the 
purport, and I ask that that resolution be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. HAMILTON. ` There is a minority report in this case, and I 
would like to have the whole of it read so that it may be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The CHAIRMAN, That isin thenature of debate. Thegentleman 
will have the floor and can put it in as part of his argument. 

Mr. HAMILTON, I think I am entitled to have it read; it is 
important that the views of both sections of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs should be before this committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Not at this time. The bill isnow open for gen- 
eral debate, and by order of the House debate is limited to four hours. 

Mr. SWANN. Mr. Chairman, at the opening of my remarks I desire 
to have read as a part of my argument the report of the majority of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs upon this subject. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Committee on Fi Affairs, to whom was referred the Invitation of the 
fe totes France to the Government of the United States, in the words follow- 


Com- 
same 


LEGATION oF FRANCE IN THE UNITED STA 
Washington, May 20, 1 
Mr. SECRETARY or State: By two decrees, dated, respectively, the 4th and 13th 
of April last, the President of the Republic decided that a universal exhibition of 
8 of agriculture, industry, and the fine arts should be opened at Paris on 
© Ist day of May, 1873, and cl on the 3ist of October of the same year. 

The su r commission for in tional exhibitions, which is attached to the 
ministry of culture and comme: has been instructed to o arrangements 
for the exhibition of 1878, and to upon the conditions on which goods sent 
for exhibition shall be received. 

As soon as the ions and the 


opening of th 
invite due Government of the United Sta 


y government feels confident that the which it addresses to all govern- 

ments will be heard, It is convinced that all will respond with 8 realiz- 

ing, as the advantages of these ten m tansy throngh which nations 

fi ds oR oye 9 W thus insuring the development 
y by rand peace. 

to accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurances of my very high con- 


A. BARTHOLDI. 

To His Excellency Hamitron FISH, 

Secretary of Stvie, d. 
beg leave, most respectfully, to submit the following report; 

‘The committee deem it their duty to state, in connection with this subject, that 
before the adjournment of the Forty-fourth Congress, Mr. Fish, then Secretary of 
State, duly appreciating the international importance of the invitation to 
him, and ugh him to the Government of the United States, by his exce 
A. Bartholdi, envoy extraordinary and crete eB reer perm ere from the Repub! 
of France, and with a proper estimate of what rel 
„ the character pro) so 
soon after what had been so sstisfactorily accomplished by the 2 Penn. 
sylvania, felt constrained to pospone: for the moment, any furt step beyond 

e prompt and cordial acknowledgment of the courtesy which had been so gen- 

extended to this Government by a kindred nation with whom we had en- 

past so many endearing relations of frendsbi Under a different state 

of the publie mind, the committee entertain the belief that Secretary Fish would 
have cordially rated in extending the necessary encouragement to have en- 
abled the people of the United States to have been properly and liberally repre- 
sented in the exposition about to be inaugurated in Baris, and in giving emphasis 
to the known desires of our people to draw closer their friendly relation’ with 


erous; 
joyed in the 
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France. Tho committes are of farther, that the le of the United 
States would not have been ed with any halting or * 
known the desire of the country upon this subject, and to show our sympathy wi 

a people at all times so friendly to us, and whose career in the past has been 
marked by so many evidences of devotion to our institutions and the great prin- 
ciples of human freedom to which we have been indebted for our power and great. 


Tt is mi ch to be regretted that in the various 

much to be re; 0 ms which have been h. 
tofore held, in which the Government of the Uni es ay 
complaint has been justly made of incompetency and 
of the awards, and tho contro inflnenee and 


lieve that with proper vigilance, determination, and fairness in the 8 pow- 
. rei effort on thi to guard agai 3 sad 
wer] any on their nst 
fraud, ora suby bores ove: be acomplia ed. 
In submitting the bill which 


and 

various plans proposed for their action such features as they believe to be most 
feasible and ely to meet the pie approbation, both as te boss and the dotails 
of the pi 5 ile the committee would not recommend a too 
contracted policy in dealing with so important a subject, they have been governed 
by the experience of men entirely practical and retiable, who have studied the 
probable e: by their presence upon the ground and a personal interchange 
with those who have been associated with similar exhibitions in the past, Tho 
committee are satisfied that in the adoption of this mode of guarding the interests 
of the lo against extravagant and uscless expenditures the will save a large 
tikely to money that would prove utterly useless as to any fit it would 

accomp. 

The able and statesmanlike letter of the honorable Secretary of State, which con- 
tains his plan of organization, is respectfully presented in connection with this 
report for the information of the House, as alee the joint resolution and estimates 
of Hon. A. S. HEWTTT, based upon a visit to the exposition grounds and a free inter- 
chi with those who have studied the subject in detail. 

It is needless to say that these gentlemen are of the highest character and relia- 
bility, having no object to accomplish but that best suited to the needs of the Gov- 
ernment, both as to the organization to be adopted by Congress and the expense to 
be contributed by the Government in making the exposition a success without 
unnecessary or useless expenditure, 

From these estimates the committee have framed the bill which is herewith 


respectfully submitted. 
77 THO, SWANN, Chairman. 


ADDENDA TO REPORT. 
Joint resolution recommended by the Secretary of State, 
Joint resolution in relation to 63» — 8 


Whereas the United States have been invited by the Republic of France to take 
part in a universal e ition of the productions of agriculture, manufactures, and 
in Paris in 1878: Therefore, 
House eee the United States of America 
gress assembled, That said invitation is accepted, and that the governors of 
the several States be, and are hereby, requested to invite the le of their ro- 
spective States to assist in the proper 89 of tho productions of our 
industry and of the natural resources of the country, and to take such further 
measures as may be in order to secure to their respective States the ad- 
van to be derived from this beneficent undertaking. 
Sec. 2. That the President be authorized to appoint a commissioner-gencral to 
represent the United States in the 3 exposition, under the general dirce- 
tion of the Secretary af state and to make, under the like general direction, all 


in Con 


thereof, and to the 
President may also a 


exposition at 
said commissioner- 
$5,000 for his whole 2 


2 the general results thereof; that the allowanve to 
or an ex 

of office ; that the allowance of the five assistant commis- 
sioners for perso! ex shall not exceed $3,000 each; and the 
allowance for the twenty subcommissioners for salary and personal expenses shall 
not exoeed 61.500 each, not including such clerical service as may be allowed by 
the commiassioner-gencral; and that the President may appoint not exceeding one 
huudred additioual honorary commissioners, to report upon special subjects, who 
shall serve Pious pari „That no person appointed by virtue of 
this resolution s ave any pecuniary interest, directly or indirectly, in any 
article exhibited for competition, or act aa the agent for any exhibitor. 

Sec. 3. That the ent be authorized, in hia diacretion, to assign one or more 
of the public vessels to rt to and from Franoe, free of cost, the articles 
which may be offered for exhibition by the citizens of the United States. And 
that the several ents of the Government which contributed to the centen- 
niabexhibition in elphia may place under the control of the commissioner- 
general for exhibition such articles as shall be deemed desirable to make a propor 
collective exhibit on behalf of the Government of the United States; and the said 
commissioner- general shall cause the same to be returned to the several Depart- 
ments at the close of the exbibition, and the expenses thereof shall be defrayed 
out of the moneys herein appropriated, j 

Sec. 4. That in order to defray the 5 expenses above authorized, and for 
the popa installation of the exhibition, and the expenditures of the commissioner- 
general, 


sum of 
for the herein s 
nded under the direstion of 5 of S 


tate. 
Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of to transmit to Congress 
statement of the expenditures which may have been incurred under the 


Mr. SWANN. I did not design, Mr. Chairman, to have said any- 
thing at this time on this important subject. I am too anxious to 
have a vote upon the question, in order that onr ancient ally, France, 
may have an opportunity to see that we have done all we could to 
facilitate this great exposition, and to co-operate with them to the 
fullest extent in the enterprise in which they haveembarked. Ihave 
conferred frequently with the Secretary of State upon this subject. 
I know his anxiety that action shall be taken by Congress upou 
the subject, and that has induced me to be, perhaps, over active in 
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the efforts I have made on this floor for the argo of reaching final 
action upon this subject. I think there no difficulty what- 
ever in so arranging this matter that we may be able to report at a 
very early period to the other House, with such unanimity in this 
House, in favor of the exposition as will satisfy the Senate, in the 
course of a very short time, that we have finished our work and left 
it to them to concur in such arran, nts as we -propono to make. 
The Secre of State has presented his views in full upon this sub- 
t, in which I cordially concur. I only regret, sir, that it was not 
in my power to have given all the woe t and influence of my posi- 
tion here, whatever it may be, to enable him to carry out his policy 
to the very fullest extent, and with all the appropriations necessary 
to out that policy which he has presented to this House. I be- 
lieve him to be a high-minded, honorable gentleman, having but one 
object, in which I shared, the success of this great exposition, so as 
to maintain our international relation and our ancient friendship 
with France as a sister republic, 
` I am anxious, sir, to bring this question to as y termination, 
that that country may see that we are not slow in recognizing the 
invitation exten to us by the Republic of France, and that we 
hasten to accept the hand extended to us by the people of this kin- 
dred re abi F do hope, ate sincerely, that this 8 yu be dis- 
posed of in the House speedily, in courtesy to France an courtesy 
to this invitation which has been so cordially extended to us, so as to 
show them that the House of Representatives of the United States 
are not halting in our effort to take her by the hand, and to render 
her that civility which in past times she extended to us. 

I do not propose, although the question is one which of course 
much exercises my mind, to detain the committee at this particular 
time at any len It may be that it mAy pecora my duty, when 
the question comes to be determined in the House, to make some fur- 
ther remarks upon the subject. I will here repeat, that I consider it 
most important that we should not only reciprocate the good wishes 
of the people of France, but that we should endeavor by all means 
in our power to draw closer those ties which have heretofore bound 
together these sister republics. Sir, I make these remarks in advance 
of anything that I may feel called upon to say in the future in refer- 


ence to this t exposition. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I ask that the views of the minority be now 


The Clerk read as follows: 


tion and assis 
thus, without a 


yet, 
ing f salaries of l in all d 
— ol —— helpers] oyés jepartmen: 


views upon the subject; for, as such Representatives, we feel obliged to vote as 
those for whom we are acting require; and, in our 2 their volce has pro- 
of tho lessening of the 


Fourth. We therefore desire to amend the report of the majority of the com- 
mittee, as an amendment to the substitute of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Cox,] so that it shall read as follows, to wit: 

Joint resolution in relation to the „ industrial exposition to be held in 


Whereas the United States have been invited by the Republic of France to take 


part in a universal e of tho otions of culture, manufactares, and 
the fine arts, to be held in Paris in 1878: 55 


by the Senate and Kronet SEAVER EISA hop aly Arar States of America 
in Congress assembled, That said invitation is accepted, and that the ors of 
the several States be, and are hereby, requested to invite the people of their re 
spective States to assist in the proper tation of the handiwork of onr 
artisans and of the natural resources of the country, and to take auch farther meas- 
ures as may be necessary in order to convince people of France of the con- 
tinued friendship of this Government toward their country, and the interest we 
take in their enterprise. 

Sec. 2. That the ident of the United States may, at his discretion, appoint 
one commissioner-general to represent the United States in the Proposed exposi- 
tion, eight skilled artisans and seven scientific hig tole Belen duty it shall be, if 
they accept the appoiutment under the provisions after mentioned, to visit, 
examine, sod — . upon the exhibition and the results thereof ; and he may also 
appoint fifty additional commissioners to on special subjects, None of such 
2 so appointed, shall receive any or compensation’ other than the 

mor which will accrue to them from their position by reason of snch appoint- 
ment. And itis ae expressly provided that no money shall be paid out of the 

of the United States for tho pi of erecting buildings, placing ves- 
sels at the disposal of persons having goods for exhibition, for salaries, or for any 
purpose whatsoever connected with Paris exposition. 
A. H. HAMILTON, 
For the Minority. 


Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Chairman, it is with great reluctance and. 


regret that I find myself compelled to oppose the majority of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. My relations with that most 1555 ut, 
enial, and accomplished gentleman, the chairman of that committee, 
IMr. Swann, ] are such that nothing but the duty which I owe tomy 
constituents could have compelled me to pursue this course. 
When the Forty-fourth Congress was elected the people had pro- 
claimed in thunder tones from one end of this land te the other that 


there must be retrenchment in all the Departments of the Govern- 
ment, and that economy must rule. When elected at that time I 
ne myself to my constituents to carry out their wishes. When 
the democrats of the twelfth district of Indiana saw fit to nominate mo 
as acandidate for the Forty-fifth Congress I reiterated those pledges 
and promised them that I would vote for economy and retrench- 
ment. As such Representative I propose to support those measures 
which the people who have honored me with a seat in this House 
desire. So far as Iam concerned their views shall predominate ; and 
when I cannot represent them I will ee 

It is now demanded of us that we shall pay the large manufactur- 
ers of the country, men who are already rolling in wealth, for carry- 
ing their wares and Placing them in foreign markets. You and T 
know, Mr. Chairman, [Mr. SPRINGER in the chair,] that in our State 
fairs we compel those who exhibit the products which they have for 
sale to pay for placing them on exhibition. But here, men who are 
2 wealthy are asking the Representatives of the people to take 
from the Treasury of the United States money for their benefit. 

To whose interest will this inure? Ask the miners of Scranton; 
ask the men who have been thrown out of employment in all the 
shops in the land; ask the brakemen on all our railroads, who can 
scarcely keep the wolf from their doors. Sir, one grand groan will 
ascend as a response. 

Yet we are asked to assist the large and Were manufacturers of 
the country by appropriating money to enable them to carry their 
wares to Europe and exhibit them so that they may still further 
increase their wealth. The distinguished gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Hxwrrri informs us that by reason of his being a commissioner 
to Paris he was enabled still further to extend the operations of the 
Doas of Cooper & Hewitt in tho way of the manufacture of Bessemer 
stee 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I hope the gentleman will allow me 
to make a correction. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Certainly; I am always willing to be corrected 
if I am in error, and I am always courteous. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I wish to state to the gentleman 
that he entirely misunderstood me. The house of Cooper & Hewitt 
are not engaged in the Bessemer steel business. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Well, they are engaged in the iron business. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The statement that I made was that 
it enabled the manufacturers of that article in this country to extend 
their . 78 

Mr. MILTON. I am not willing that the gentleman shall shake 
his gory locks at me. I take back the “gory” and substitute “ sil- 
very locks.” [Laughter.] 

And this interrr uption reminds me, sir, that the present age reverses 
the state of affairs which existed when Rehoboam ascended the throne 
of Israel. Instead of the old men asking that the burdens of the 

ple be removed, it is now the young men who stand forward say- 
ing that the weights which are crushing the people to the earth shall 
be taken from their shoulders, 

As a Representative of the twelfth district of Indiana I am glad 
that I can place myself before my constituents pore, I voted for 
the repeal of the obnoxious resumption act; I voted to remonetize 
the old silver dollar and to make it again a standard of value; I 
voted for the reduction of the Army. Asa Representative of the peo- 
ple I stand here to vote against expenditure of the public money for 
any such ose as this. 

would not vote a dollar to beautify and adorn the city of Wash- 
ington. I take back the term “ beautify and adorn” and correct by 
saying that I would not vote a dollar to set up these stone images 
and stone fences which one who has the slightest artistic eye must 
wish to have hurled to the earth and carted away. Yet, we havo 
been asked from time to time to give 5 15 amounts of the people's 
money for the purpose of erecting that which is really an eyesore to 
any man who has any idea of what is correct in art. However, I do 
not Fr to consume very much of the time of the committee in 
the discussion of this subject. So far as the legal and constitutional 
question is concerned, I beg leave to refer to the able speeches which 
were made by distinguished jurists in opposition to the appropriation 
for the Philadelphia Centennial. 

But there is one matter to which I especially desire to call the at- 
tention of the committee. 

In the Committee on Foreign Affairs (I think I am not betraying 
any confidence) the distinguished gentleman from New York [ate z 
Cox] and the distinguished gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. 
Wiron] and I voted to retain in the bill which was introduced by 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. HEWITT] the“ kitchen section. ” 
If the money of the people is to be squandered in this lavish manner, 
we were decidedly in favor of having a portion of the appropriation 
given to the “kitchen department.” I trast that some one will pro- 
pose so to amend the proposition of the majority of the committee so 
that the desire of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewirr] may 


be gratified. A 
Let us by all means have a new office created: that of d hi 
corn-bread-distributor and commissionnaire général of the hominy de- 


Ee. Erw I had hoped that my distinguished friend from New York 
Mr. Hewitr] might be appointed the grand high corn-bread-distrib- 
commissionnaire général of the hominy department. [Laugh- 


nton and 
Why, sir; in imagination I see the awo-struck multitude of 


ter. 


518 


Paris coming to this grand kitchen. I see my distinguished friend, 
with delicate lace apron about his neck, [laughter, ] stirring with 
golden ladle the hominy in the golden pot npon a golden brazier, or 
manipulating the golden meal (which by the way comes from my 
section of the country, of course) in a golden vessel preparatory to 
lacing itin a golden stove. [Langhter.] I see his highness the 
Prince of Wales coming and gazing in admiration at my friend from 
New York, grand high corn-bread-distributor and commissionnaire 
énéral of the hominy department, stirring with golden ladle the 
fonar in ane moldan vesse] upon the golden brazier, or manipulating 
the Te meal in the golden vessel, preparatory to placing it in the 
lden stove. [Laughter.] Even I, who never eat corn bread nor 
5750 hominy, and whose detestation is noming L zeven I might 
enter that kitchen and look at my distingui friend, the 7 
high corn-bread-distributor and commissionnaire général of the hom- 
iny department, as he stirred with the golden ladle the hominy in 
the golden vessel which hung above a golden brazier, or manipu- 
lated the golden meal (which came from my section of the country) 
in a golden vessel, preparatory to placing it in a golden stove [Jaugh- 
ter] and handing it to the delicate kid-gloved hand of his highness 
the Prince of Wales. 2 

But I do not want Texas to be left out. I think that I ought to have 
the support of the gentlemen from Texas, What is corn bread with- 
out milk? Why, sir, if we are to have this appropriation we must have 
the gentlemen from Texas take their cows across to be in a golden 

n near this golden kitchen. [Laughter.] We must have a grand 

igh milkress to assist the grand high corn-bread-distributor and com- 
missionnaire général of the hominy department in stirring with a golden 
ladle the hominy in the golden vessel upon a golden brazier or stirring 
the hot water (which I am informed by my distinguished friend from 
New York [Mr. Hewitt] is the proper way of mixing it) in the golden 
meal in a golden vessel preparatory to placing it in a golden stove. 

Laughter.] Oh, by all means let us keep the kitchen department! 

Laughter. ] Let us have our grand 1 and our arene. 4 — 
corn-bread- distributor and commissionaire général of the hominy de- 
partment! 

Mr. Chairman, nature combines the tragic with the comic. The 
woods are full of comedy. The squirrel, the jay, and the very leaves 
laugh, But, Mr. Chairman, the woods are fnll of death. Are we to 
give the people's money thus lavishly when we have pledged ourselves 
to economize, to retrench; when the laboring-man is asking a bare 
pittance to keep his child from dying before his eyes, to enable the 
wife and mother to keep soul and body together? If we have the 

ic let us imitate nature and have the comic too, By no means 
omit the kitchen department! 

But, sir, I am not capable of treating properly this subject. A 
more skillful hand than mine will carve this out; a more powerful 
voice will echo it through the length and breadth of thisland. I am 
Tejoiced to say that in this amendment I am supported by my dis- 
tinguished friend from New York, [Mr. Cox,] my colleague on.the 
committee. Ifthis bill must fail, I would rather be supported by him 
than have the assistance of a large minority with him against it. Mr. 
Chairman, I am a representative of my popple. My distinguished 
friend from New York [Mr. Cox] is loved and honored in my section 
of the country. And Iam glad to be able to say to my constituents 
that with him I have stood and for him I have battled manfully. 

I now yield ten minutes to my colleague, [Mr. CALKINs. ] 

Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to occupy the 
attention of the House on this subject at all; but as several manufact- 
uring establishments in my part of the State are much interested in 
the Paris exposition, I deem it but just to them that I should say a 
few words, promising that I will not occupy the whole time kindly 
allotted to me by my colleague. As preliminary to what I have to 
say I will ask to have read for the information of the House an 
extract from a letter received by myself from Mr. Studebaker, the 

resident of the largest wagon and carriage manufactory in. the 

nited States. As a practical business man his views as to the benefits 
which will accrue to the country by reason of a full representation 
at this exposition are worthy of attention. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I will ask the gentleman whether 
Mr. Studebaker is one of “the people?” [Laughter.] 

Mr. CALKINS. I will say to the gentleman he is a good genuine 
Hoosier and a part of “ the people.“ I ask the Clerk to read the paper 
I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Sours BEND, INDIANA, October 26, 1377. 


Dran Sm: I hope Congress will soon decide what it is going to do in reference 
to the Paris exposition. I think it a matter of great importance, more so than 
most members are aware of, that our people be placed on an equal footing in this 
respect with other nations. It is a matter of great interest to our country that our 
manufacturers should be represented as far as possible. The benefits that our 
centennial exposition was to our country demonstrates the importance of a full 
representation at Paris. There will be a fuller attendance there from all parts of 
the world than there was at Philadelphia, consequently a greater advantage as far 
as introducing our goods to foreigners is concerned will accrue to us. While 
there are many who will be represented, ourselves with others, even if 
does not give aid to this matter, there are many who cannot bear the expense of 
sending their goods, &c., without such aid. We have orders on our books at present 
for to to South Africa, also to Australia, which is the result of our cen- 
tennial exposition. I am fully convinced that our country will be greatly benefited 
by having a good representation at Paris, and all that is wanting to o it a suc- 
cess in every respect is for the Government to take the proper steps without delay 
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and give such aid as the character of our nation demands, and the people will do 


part. 
It is useless for me to write further on this sub; as 
3 Saad Mapa WU r NN Lint 
our friend, 
Hon. W. H. CALKTSS, g 15 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Chairman, so far as I have been able to learn 
the general opinion of men of this class, I am able to state that there 
is a general feeling among them that Congress ought to make a liberal 
appropriation, that our country may be suitably represented at this 
exposition. I may say further that this letter, an extract from which 
I have had read, is written by the president of this company which 
employs from eight hundred to a thousand hands. I may further 
state that I have other letters in my possession from manuiacturers 
who request in like manner that Con act and act at once upon 
the subject. It isnot confined either to those interested in manufact- 
ures, but, so far as I have been able to learn, among the agricultur- 
ists there is a general disposition and a general feeling that a liberal 
appropriation should be made by Congress, 

tis well known, sir, that our country is largely interested in ex- 
porting wheat and other cereals; and it seems to me that as good an 
advertisement as can be given to our country and to our products will 
be by a liberal appropriation to be made to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment. So I say, generally, that I take altogether a different view 
from my colleague from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON] who has just spoken 
upon this subject, believing that, if this appropriation is made and 
the country and its products 3 represented, it will be a large 
benefit and gain to all the people. It will come back not only the 
principal but the interest compounded. 

I have only another word to add. I know of but one standard by 
which to judge nations or individuals in business enterprises. The 
one is a miserly and parsimonious course and the other a broad, lib- 
eral, and comprehensive one. In the one case he who adopts the first 
perishes without sorrow or regret. In the other, for the good be- 
stowed, his name lives after him. We cannot afford as a nation to 
adopt the former, we must keep abreast with the advancing tide, and 
as we are even in all and far excel in many respects any other nation 
on the globe, so in this world’s exhibition we must maintain our 
prestige and position. Let there be a liberal, but not a prodigal, 
appropriation. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I should be very un- 
willing to detain the House at this the usual hour for adjournment 
with any poor remarks which I may be able to offer were it not for 
the fact that I know there is a strong desire here and elsewhere that 
these four hours of general debate should be worn away as rapidly as 
possible and this appropriation allowed to pass if it may. 

Sir, the experience of years, and I might say of centuries, has dem- 
onstrated the utility of nblic fairs for the display and exchange of 
commodities. Municipalities, states, and nations have adopted this 
method, and the permanent annual exhibitions in leading American 
cities—New York, Cincinnati, Saint Louis, Chicago, and Philadelphia 
abundantly attest the belief of practical men in their efficiency. 

Passing by the first exhibitions held in London, Paris, Dublin, and 
New York, and which partook more or less of a private character, the 
great international expositions in which all nations have been inter- 
ested were those held in London in 1851; in Paris, in 1867 ; in Vienna, 
in 1873; and last and dest of all, in Philadelphia, in 1876. Now 
France proposes in 1478 to outdo and eclipse all that have gone be- 
fore. With this view she hasalready erected andcompleted a central 
building in the Champ de Mars, double in area and size our great 
centennial building in Philadelphia, And, sir, I think the plain prac- 
tical proposition before this House to-day is whether the ample space 
allotted to the United States in a conspicuous part of that building 
shall be filled or remain empty ; whether by some liberal but prudent 
appropriation we shall be so represented there as to do credit and be 
of benefit to our people; or whether from some mistaken notions of 
economy we are to be presented in the same feeble and irregular 
manner as at Vienna, where, sithongh American products succeeded 
upon their own merits, and native pluck and energy finally brought 
order out of chaos, yet by the inefficiency of our general manage- 
ment in the beginning and the meagerness of our display we became 
the scandal and by-word of the world, 

Sir, as these expositions grow in importance and in the frequency 
of their recurrence we are told that the number of exhibitors and 
the number of articles for exhibition increase in a tenfold ratio. 
We are informed that already articles for exhibition more than dou- 
ble in amount sufficient to fill the thirty-nine thousand square feet 
assigned to the United States in the main building and the thirteen 
thousand additional feet which may be assigned in an annexed bnild- 
ing are crowding forward seeking opportunity for exhibition. The 
question then might naturally be asked why private means and private 
enterprise will not insure us a proper representation at Paris? The 
answer, it seems to me, sir, is all sufficient and conclusive when we 
are told that the exposition knows no private or individual exhib- 
itors. They could not even obtain admission with their wares into 
the exposition, and, if they could, would be unable to secure any 
sort of justice or recognition. Europe peculiarly conducts her diplo- 

macy, ber statecraft, and her commercial enterprises through gov- 
ernmental officials duly accredited and empowered to act. But the 
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reason for such a course in these matters would hold good anywhere. 
Attempt to conduct one of these t expositions upon the principle 
of dealing with individual exhibitors; with men coming from all 
quarters of the globe and with all sorts of ideas and notions; men 
with bees in their bonnets bringing double-jointed back-action flying- 
machines and pran rattle-traps, sure to revolutionize the world in 
thirty days. Attempt to conduct a great international exposition 
upon that plan! Need this House or the country be told that com- 

red with it Babel would be the beauty of order and Pandemonium 
itself the perfection of harmony. To state such a proposition is to 
demonstrate its utter impracticability. We must be represented at 
the exposition in our governmental capacity or not represented at all. 

This being admitted, the rest simply becomes a matter of detail as 
to the number of our commissioners, the functions with which they 
shall be clothed, the amount of salary they shall receive, and the 
nature and extent of the expenditures to be incurred. 

This House voted for the Vienna exposition, in the first instan 
$100,000, The Senate increased the sum to $300,000, and sent the bil 
back to the House. Finally $200,000 was the sum agreed upon; yet 
in this bill a majority of your committee have fixed the amount at 
$150,000, a smaller sum by $75,000 than the State Department feels 
that it sorely needs to make the exhibition complete and creditable; a 
smaller sum than would be recommended by scientific experts, skilled 
artisans, and practical business men who have been present at all these 
expositions, Passing this, after all comes the real, practical question, 
which affects the constituents of my friend and colleague on the 
committee, the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON, ] as well as 
my own: how are we to be benefited by this exposition? I, too, 
stand here representing an agricultnral constituency; and where I 
am better known than I am here I shall never be distrusted as lack- 
ing full-hearted sympathy for the laboring poor. Would to Heaven 
that by some device of legislation we might relieve all their suffering 
and make all men equally prosperous and equally happy. 

I will go with the gentleman as far as any one within the legiti- 
mate realm of legislation to remedy these evils, if it be possible. I 
kindly remind my friend that there are some things which are with- 
out the domain of legislation and dwell only in the inscrutable pur- 

of God himself. We cannot, however much we may desire, make 
all men equally 1 equally fortunate, or equally happy. We 
may act upon the hints of nature and leave her to work out the 
remedies; bat there are certain inequalities, advantages, and disad- 
vantages which no human power can remove. The man who has 
performed his day’s work has an advantage over him who has his yet 
to perform which legislation cannot remove. So the man who has 
two gold dollars . a day’s work has the same 9 
over the man who has no dollars; the one is labor performed, the 
other is labor to be performed, and nothing but the fiat of the 
Almighty can make those two things equal to each other. 

Therefore, sir, in legislating here I think we should ever keep in 
view the extent and scope of our power, lest in the plenitude of our 
sympathy we promise only to disappoint. Remedies can be devised 
to ameliorate the condition and give some relief to the masses of our 
laborers. Let them be clear, practical, and well defined, remembering 
that mere legislation cannot of itself and does not make times good or 
bad. It may regulate, but it cannot create values, cannot govern the 
winds nor the storms, nor measure the amount of production. Our 
people I think will sanction a liberal but prudent appropriation for 
this exposition, but will not allow their prejudices to be played upon. 
This $150,000 divided between eight million American laborers would 
give them some seventeen cents apiece, but it would not make them 
affluent or relieve them from pecuniary embarrassment. Submit to 
them to-morrow the proposition, Shall we make this appropriation or 
be meanly represented at Paris, and I believe they would not only 
sanction this, but if necessary would pay the seventeen cents ont of 
their own pockets. After all, I repeat, comes the real practical ques- 
— 5 as to What benefits we are to derive in taking part in this expo- 
sition. 

Fortunately this no longer rests upon theory or opinion, but npon 
facts; yet in theory what plan more practical could suggest itself? 
Here the products and methods of all nations are brought into close 
proximity for comparison; the products of the fields, forests, min 
mills, workshops, and factories. Here skilled scientific and practica 
men congregate. Each brings samples of his work and urges its 
merits by all means in his pra What better opportunity to com- 
pare, judge, and conclude 

Why, sir, I have noticed a bill introduced here asking that a special 
commission be authorized to travel over Europe and report upon its 
forests aud forestry. While I have no desire to antagonize it, I refer 
to it by way of illustration. Supposing this commission had been at 
Vienna where specimens not only of the forestry of Europe but of the 
world were exhibited; where Russia, Switzerland, 1 Italy, 
France, Germany, Prussia, Austria, Great Britain, India, and the high 
mountain regions of Styria brought their specimens and their facts; 
where were exhibited forest literature, facts and statistics, plats, 
eee charts, and tables, and forestry culture in exposed situations, 
and the effect of winds and storms, and forest landsca and forest 
gardens displayed on beautiful glazed tablets. Compared with these 
what opportunities would a roaming commission be likely to meet 
with in traveling over Europe? Does it not present the grandest 
opportunity imaginable? We must extend our foreign sales of com- 


modities if at all, especially our cotton and woolen goods, to China, 

India, Japan, and South America; and it is upon those markets that 

we are told we must depend for the development of foreign exports 
and trade. Those countries will be represented at Paris. 

in, sir, there is a school of statesmen and thinkers in this coun- 

who would abolish our entire diplomatic and consular corps. 


These cost us now nearly $1,000,000 or something like 8800, 000 an- 
nually, and we are demanding that our consuls shall exert themselves 
for the development of commerce abroad. We have found out that 
we may go to the borders of civilization, ay, into the islands of the 
sea, and we are confronted with English axes, English shovels, and 
the English tools and implements of all kinds, this trade being 
established by the better foresight and la liberality of England; 
yet compare the opportunity which an isolated consul at some for- 
eign port possesses with the opportunity presented at Paris, where, 
as I have said, the commodities of all countries will be brought into 
close proximity for comparison and the practical men of all nations 
will con ate, 

While we annually pay nearly $1,000,000 for our “eres and 
consular service, we ask you to apyrontiess only $ „000, not for 
mere show and display, not to be taken out of the pockets of the 
people, but to be applied to the development of trade, the encourage- 
ment of inventive genius, the comparison of the products of the com- 
bined industries of Christendom. Our trade will be improved, our 
inventive genius quickened, and the masses of our people benefited. 
So much for theory. 

What is the fact? Take the Vienna exposition and I will first 
mention the one S esp result as related by my friend, the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. 8 I doubt not will give you 
in detail the knowledge gained by himself and others by virtue of 
their official position as commissioners at the Paris exposition. All 
agree that a knowledge of the processes of manufacturing Bessemer 
steel was first conveyed to this country by this means. And gentle- 
men estimate that the manufacture of that article was advanced in 
America at least five years in consequence. I beg my friend’s pardon 
for anticipating him, as I presumo I have, but I desired to allude to 
the fact in this connection. His judgment (and I think no man is 
better able to judge) is that the product of that single material in 
this country during the last ten years has amounted to $50,000,000. 
Compare that in its benefits to all our people, in the safety and dura- 
bility imparted to our railroads in extending these great lines of com- 
merce into the forest and mountain regions of our country, with all 
this pleasant and facetious talk about mush so freely indulged in by 
my friend from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON. ] 

Our leather trade, which was scarcely a half million of dollars in 
1872, rose in 1874, a year after the Vienna exposition, to $3,000,000, 
in 1875 to $8,000,000, and in 1876 to the startling sum of $10,000,000. 

Through the medium of these expositions the American watches 
of Waltham, Massachusetts, the printing-presses of Hoe, the scales 
of Fairbanks, American rifles and sporting-guns, reapers, mowers, 
and sewing-machines, axes, and augers of American make are known 
all over the world. 

American saws of American steel are now sold in Sheffield; Ameri- 
can shovels, edge-tools, hardware, scythes, and hay-forks have no 
equal, and always hold a market once reached. We hear from Aus- 
tralia that England is rapidly being ousted from the market by 
American manufactures. 

J. A. Fay & Co., of Cincinnati, obtained the first prize at, Vienna“ 
for wood-working implements, and have since had a heavy foreign 
trade. 

Many American manufacturers, since attending the expositions at 
Paris and Vienna, havo had a regular export of machinery. 

The firm of Walter A. Wood & Co., of Hoosick Falls, New York, 
are reported to have sold one thousand reapers in Leipsic, Saxony, 
and have since maintained a steady foreign trade; while signs bear- 
ing the inscription “‘American hardware” are seen all over Europe, 
a thing unknown a few years ago. 

Competition has produced another result. Some Enropean manu- 
facturers seeing the cheapness and excellence of our raw material, 
have concluded to transfer their business to this country. It is re- 
ported that a large plate-glass manufactory of Northern France is 
about to transfer its working force to Louisville, Kentucky ; pottery, 
iron, and leather works are also coming. 

The actual sales during our own centennial exhibition went up 
into the millions. The purchases of the Emperor of Brazil alone are 
reported at over $300,000. Disston, a Philadelphia saw manufact- 
urer, sold $10,500 of saws to a merchant resident in Hamburg, and 
now sells his saws in Sheffield. 

I have been told by a traveler, who this year has visited the Rus- 
sian army in its field of operations, that traveling through Hungary, 
whose fat soil yields from fifty to sixty bushels of wheat per acre, the 
sound of the mower breaks not the stillness in her whole border. 
The grain is gathered with sickle and hook, as in the ancient days of 
Moses and Aaron, and much of it, overripe, falls out and rots on the 
Suerte for the want of proper implements to gather it. Professor E.N. 

orsford, of Cambridge, an American commissioner at Vienna, informs 
me that among other sunge he had displayed large paintings or pic- 
tures representing the mode of slaughtering hogs, packing pork, cur- 
ing hams, &., at Cincinnati, and that be has since received and is 
still receiving scores, if not hundreds, of letters from people in various 


520 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


NOVEMBER 19, 


foreign countries making eee as to this subject, and that our for- 
cign pork trade has since y increased. He also placed him- 
self in communication with the commissariat of the Russian army and 
navy, and Russia is now one of the largest foreign consumers of Ameri- 
can and cured meats. I wonder, sir, if my farmer constituents 
and those of my friend from Indiana will object to that? 

I cannot close without referring to another fact of which I have 
been reminded, namely, that we were greatly benefited at Philadel- 
phia by the exchange of collections of natural history, and that the 

te of mineralogical, metallurgical, ethnological, and other 
5 from foreign countries, which we obtained mainly through 
the instrumentality of Professor Baird and Mr. Thomas Donaldson, 
and which was turned over to our national museum, is valued at 
$1,000,000, which we obtained as a free gift, notwithstanding so many 
objected at one time to our appropriating $1,500,000 to our own Cen- 
tennial, and which, by the way, is returned to us. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an economy which gathers and saves and there 
isa mony which wastes and shrivels. I trast that we are not 
to be whistled down thé wind in this matter by any ridicule of corn- 
kitchens or tilts at our time-honored dish of mush and milk, however 
brilliant or witty. j 

I take it for granted that there is no ag bahar element entering into 
this question, but that both sides of the House will unite. We have 
ent down the appropriation by $50,000 from what was voted for the 
Vienna exhibition; we have done this, or think we have, in the line 
of safe, pradent, thrifty economy, and I believe, sir, that this joint 
resolution should be ily Paea our entrepéts established at New 
York and Havre for the reception of s, and that articles for exhi- 
bition should be installed in favorable positions in the exposition 
buildings at Paris at the earliest possible moment. 

I thank the House for its kind and patient attention at this late 
hour of the day. 

Mr. COX, of New York, obtained the floor. 

Mr. WOOD. If my colleague will yield, I will move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I should prefer to go on at another time. 

Mr. WOOD, Then I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on tho state of the Union, having according to order had under con- 
sideration the Union generally, and particularly the joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international industrial exposition 
to be held in Paris in 1878, had come to no resolution thereon. 

OBSTRUCTIONS IN RED RIVER. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmitting, for the informa- 
tion of the Committee on Commerce, a report of the Chief of Engi- 
neers of the United States Army, relative to obstructions in the Red 
River above Shreveport; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

ci unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. EVANS, 
of Indiana, for ten days from the 19th instant. and to Mr, AIKEN, for 
one week from Monday next. 

SALE OF TIMBER LANDS. 

Mr. BERT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1525) to put into market certain timber lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 


rinted. 
z Mr. DURHAM moved that thè House adjourn. 4 
The motion was to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
thirty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were. presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 


By the SPEAKER: The petition of E. A. Wheeler, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

By Mr. BANNING: Memorial of the American Nurserymen’s Asso- 
ciation, that a commissioner be sent to examine the present status of 
the forests of Europe, to study the means by which their perfection 
has been reached, and to report the results of his investigation for 
the benefit of the culturists and other citizens of our country—to 
the Committee on ienlture. 

Also, the petition of Albert Brinkman and Henry B. Spooner, for 
pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Iowa: Papers mog to the claim of C. L. 
Quackenbush for dam on account of his wrongful arrest and 
onion by United States authorities—to the Committee on War 

ms. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Papers relating to the claim of Charles 8. 
Wilder for reimbursement of the amount paid to the Sawnee tribe 
of Indians for certain lands, title to which has been adjudged void— 
to the Committee of Claims. 2 

By Mr. HEWITT, of New York: The petition of Charles B. Meyers, 


of New York, for relief on account of the loss of his distillery illegally 
seized—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HOUSE: The petition of Martha Somerville, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of William Falls 
for done to his property by the United States Army—to the 
“Also, the petition of Maria Gibso roperty 

80, the petition o i for for taken b; 
C : 
, the petition o eirs o w of similar import— 
to the . PS 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of certain manufacturers, merchants, 
underwriters, and others of New York, Pennsylvania, and other 
States, that immediate steps be taken to insure the represent- 
ation of this country at the Paris exposition—to mmittee on 
ang the p f Mary H. Mi 

e petition o . Moore, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. r p s 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: Papers relating to the claim of 
Jerome A. Eisenlord, administrator, for services rendered as surgeon 
United States Volunteers—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois: The petition of Captain Joseph 
F. Nolen and others, for an appropriation to encourage rifle practice 
2 uniformed militia of the States to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

By Mr. WAIT: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Warrenville, by way of West Ashford, Mount Hope, and 
Mansfield Centre, to Willi tic, Connecticut—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: Memorial of citizens of Pensylva- 
nia who have been in the military service of the United States and 
who are now in the uniformed militia service, for an appropriation 
2 the encouragement of rifle practice—to the Committee on Military 

airs. 


IN SENATE. 


MONDAY, November 19, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
5 Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap- 
prov 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter of the Sec- 
retary of War, transmitting a copy of a communication from Major- 
General W. 8. Hancock, United States Army, suggesting an amend- 
ment of the one hundred and fourth article of war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. GARLAND presented the petition of George W. Te: t- 
master at Prescott, Nevada County, Arkansas, fede other 8 
that county, praying for the establishment of a mail- route from Pres- 
cott, in Nevada County, Arkansas, to Magnolia, the county seat of 
Columbia County, in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MAXEY. I. nt the petition of the Muskokee Creek Baptist 
Association of the Creek Nation of Indians, praying for the Lg ai hed 
of treaty rights of the five civilized tribes and for measures lookin 
to the permanent welfare of all the Indians. In connection wi 
that — 3 5 Iwill state that that association represents two thousand 
members, thirty-two organized chure and twenty-nine ordained 
native preachers. I have the pleasure of knowing the moderator of 
the association as well as the clerk, They present their claim of right 
under the treaty in apt and 1 1 8 aoe language and with apt refer- 
ence to the m of Presidents Monroe and Jackson, and to their 
several treaties. It is a paper entitled to the careful consideration of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which committee I move that it 
be referred. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of John Smith and others, of 
the executive committee of the Norfolk and Portsmouth Mexican 
Veteran Association, praying that the survivors of the Mexican war 
werd = allowed pensions ; which was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of Smith Minor, of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, a soldier in the war of 1812, praying for a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of James L. Pelton and 
others, citizens of Pike County, Pennsylvania, praying for the re 
of the resumption act and for the remonetization of silver; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD nted the memorial of the Yearly Meeting of 
the Society of Friends, of Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, held in Patnam 
County, Hlinois, in favor of the settlement of differences between 
nations by arbitration instead of resorting to war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of Frank C. Armstrong, 
raying for the removal of his political disabilities ; which was re- 
Formed the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, (R. Abbey, ) praying compensation for the use 
and occupation of their publi house, and for damage done to 
material therein by the United States troops during the late war; 
r WA EI I ve pie th petition er Bethe A. Geo id 

r. presen e petition T rge, widow 
of George W. George, late lieutenant Fifth Regiment New Hampshire 
Volunteers, pesying to be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I beg leave to present a penean in behalf 
of the depositors in the Fidelity Savings Bank of Chicago, signed 
by the committee of the de by receiver of the bank, by 
the mayor of the city, and the city comptroller, praying that the bill 

resented by me a few days ago to release savings-banks which 
Kare become insolvent and are unable to pay their depositors from 
the taxes now imposed, may become a law. I move that this petition 
be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PADDOCK, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 145) for the relief of Edwin A. 
Clifford, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed. 


GOVERNMENT LAND IN PROVIDENCE. 


Mr. DAWES. Iam instructed by the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 220) to author- 
ize the Secretary of the Treasury to pa age lot of land for the use 
of the Government in Providence, Rhodo Island, to report it with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute; and as there are some rea- 
sons why it should be considered at the present time, I ask for its 
present consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds with an amendment to strike out all after the enacting 
clause of the bill and insert: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, authorized to purchase 
for the use of the Government oflices a lot of land in the rear of tho Government 
building in Providence, Rhode Island, belonging to B. R. Vaughn, measuring 
seventy-two by sixty feet and containing about forty-three hundred and eighty-six 
feet, at such price as may bo meee upon by any two of three persons, one to be 
named by the Secretary of the Treasury, one by the owner of the property, and 
the third by tho two so chosen. And thatthe sum of money so upon be, and 
the same hereby is, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated : Provided ‘hat no money shall be expended for this purchase until 
the Attorney-General of the United States shall be satisfied of the validity of the 
title of the United States to the said lot of dand, and a deed thereof approved b 
him shall have been executed to the United States, nor until the State of Rhode 
Island shall cede ita jurisdiction over the same, and also duly release to the United 
States the right to tax the said lot of land. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 3 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MORGAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 316) to remove the political disabilities of 
Charles L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask leave to introduce a bill to be referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. It relates to the compensation of 
clerks not receiving an annual salary, at the close of this session and 
before the commencement of the next. 

By unanimous consent, leave was ranted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 317) providing for the payment of certain clerks therein named ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
A riations. 

. EATON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 318) to incorporate the Citi- 
zens’ Mutual Fire Insurance Compady of Washington, District of 
Columbia ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Mr. DENNIS ask 


Committee on the District of Columbia, 

ed, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 319) for the relief of the Metropolitan police 
force of the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 320) amendatory of the act to in rate the 
Capitol, North O Street and South Washington Railway Company ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. COCKRELL asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 321) to establish a post-route in Missouri; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with A th accompanying peti- 


tion, referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
ked, and by unanimous consent 
1 or the relief of James 


Mr. MERRIMON (by reqnest) 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S.No. 322) 


O. Robertson; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, . 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 323) 7 a pension to the widow of 
the C A Toron ume consti which 
was ce tle, and, wi e accom apers, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. r 

Mr. LAMAR (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 324) for the relief of Dr. J. J. 
Gibson; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. i 

Mr. WHYTE, I desire to introduce a bill without previous notice, 
but, before doi g 80, to present the petition of Thomas Poultney, of 
Baltimore, Mary and, praying for compensation for the use of a pat- 
ent by the United States Government. I introduce the bill relating 
to the same subject, I ask that the bill and petition be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 325) for the relief of Thomas Poultney; which was read twice 
by its title, and, with the accompanying petition, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SPENCER (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 326) to amend the act entitled 
“ An act to incorporate the Washington ‘ket Company ;” which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. : 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 327) in relation to the affairs of the 
Washington Market Company; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WADLEIGH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 328) ting a pension to Mrs. E. A. George; 
ee was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

ensions. i 

Mr. COCKRELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 329) to remove the political disabilities of 
Frank C. Armstrong; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DORSEY. I wish to offer an amendment to the deficiency bill, 
which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

For continuation of the court-house and post-office building at Littlo Rock, Ar- 
kansas, $30,000, being a deficiency for the fiscal ending June 30, 1878, and 
to correct an error in the enrollment of the act maling appropriations for sundry 
civil expenses, approved 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This proposed amendment will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. DORSEY. I will say that the sundry civil bill of last year 
appropriated $30,000 for this purpose, but in the haste at the end of 
the session the amount was omitted in the enrollment, and therefore 
the building is stopped until the appropriation can be remado. 

Mr. MITCHELL submitted an amendment intened to be proposed 
by him to the Post-Office deficiency bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, it was 


Ordered, That the of r Thomas H. Halsey (with Senate bill 912, 
3 . the files and oor re A to the Committee on 


On motion of Mr. McDONALD, it was 


That Thomas F. Ryan have leave to withdraw his petition and 
ton te Daed leaving copies thanesl with the Secretary. 15 E 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had the follow- 
ing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate : 

bill ( H, R. No. 1265) authorizing the changing of the name of the 
ship Samuel G. Reed ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 977) to relieve the political disabilities of John 
Green, sr., of Alabama; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1516) to remove the political disabilities of F. E, 


Sheppard, of Virginia; 
ot bill (H. R. No. 1517) to remove the political disabilities of C. B. 
ver; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1518) to remove the political disabilities of John 
T. Tucker, of the District of Columbia ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1519) to remove the political disabilities of W. E. 
Wysham, of Maryland; and 

bill (H. R. No 1520) to remove the political disabilities of George 
P. Turner, of Courtland, Alabama, 

The message further announced that the House had also passed the 
following bills? 

A bill (S, No. 289) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a register and change the name of the schooner Captain Charles 
Robbins to Minnie; and 

A bill (S. No. 291) to remove the political disabilities of Charles W. 
Field, of King George County, Virginia. 

The message also announced that the House had concurred in some 
and non-concurred in other amendments of the Senate to the bill 
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ça; R. No. 902) making appropriations for the of the Army 
Tor the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other purposes. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled bill (H. R. No, 1220) to provide for certain defi- 
ciencies in the pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, and 
for other purposes; and it was thereupon signed by the Vice-President. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution submitted 
by Mr. Davis, of West Virginia, on the 18th of October, relative to 
the finance reports, books, and accounts of the Treasury Department. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Ishould be glad tohave the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] for a moment or 


two. 

On Friday, when this question was last before us, it was my inten- 
tion to notice some questions of facts which had been stated by the 
Senator from Massachusetts and the Senator from Vermont. Not 
desiring to run this debate further, unless it is desired by other Sena- 
tors, I wish to make a proposition, or rather to offer an amendment, 
which I hope the Senator from Vermont will agreeto, as he especially 
appears to be interested in this subject. Instead of “ stenographers” 
I move to insert “a stenographer.” That there should be but one 
stenographer has been to on ali sides. Then I move to strike 
out all after the word “and,” in the same line, down to the word“ and” 
in the next line below, and insert “ not exceeding two clerks or ex- 
perts.” With that modification I shall be content to let the matter 
rest where it is. 

Mr. INGALLS. What does the Senator from West Virginia mean 
by “experts ?” 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I take it it means men who will 
know what to do when they come to take hold of the accounts and 
who will understand the subject they are going to investigate. In 
this particular I expect the Senator from Kansas knows what an 
sn rag is better, probably, than I can explain it to him. 

. INGALLS. Does the Senator from West Virginia mean per- 
sons who are familiar at the present time with the accounts and the 
system of book-keeping of the Treasury! 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I mean persons skilled in the sub- 
ject they attempt to handle and in the practice of it. As the Senator 
well knows, the word carries with it that meaning. It will be for 
the committee, however, to determine the character of the persons, and 
not for the Senator from West Virginia or any other Senator. 

Mr. INGALLS. But the Senate ought to decide. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It is a well-known fact that if one 
clerk is employed he must be selected by somebody, and, as each side 
of the Senate will most likely be represented npon the committee, I 
submit to the Senate in all candor, without desiring to have unnec- 
essary aid, whether it would not be best, in the interest of all, to have 
at least two clerks or experts, one to check the other. They could 
then get along much faster than a single clerk. I submit the sug- 

ion to the Senator from Vermont. ‘ 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. MORRILL. ] 

Mr. MORRILL. I propose to allow this committee one stenogra- 
pher and one clerk, although I confess I can see no sort of service 
that a 8 is to render there on the present occasion, and I 
must say that if there is to be an investigation of the Treasury De- 
partment it ought to be done by Senators who are competent to make 
that investigation, and not be delegated by the committee to any 
men that may be picked up as led experts or clerks who may 
sit here for six months and make a report to be adopted by this com- 
mittee withont their knowing anything at all about it, and to be 
presented to the country with all the dignity that a report can come 

m a committee of the Senate. Iam perfectly willing to give this 
committee such clerical force as they need for the investigation ; but 
I am in favor of having the committee investigate for themselves and 
report here whatever they find, and not delegate the authority to we 
do not know whom or what; and, therefore, I shall insist upon the 
amendment which I have proposed. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, when this subject was first brought 
in by the Senator from West Virginia, I think two years ago, its great 
en gripes was very manifest; and at the same time the t labor 
and difficulty of ascertaining the facts to which he refe and test- 
ing their truth or falsity was very apparent to my mind, so much 80 
that when he asked for a special committee of the Senate I thought 
it essential that such a committee should be raised, because I believed 
they would have their hands full of work for the entire session dur- 
ing which they were to be appointed. And when his motion for a 
special committee was deni y the majority, I said then in debate, 
or certainly in conversation with him and others, that I looked upon 
it as a simple voting down of the whole inquiry. What I said then 
was verified by what subsequently took place. As soon as the matter 
went before the Committee on Finance, the resolution and statements 
of the Senator were simply turned over to the Treasury Department, 
and we had sent to us a voluminous roll of manuscript thrown upon 
the committee table, and that was what we were asked to assent to 
or dissent from. Of course, it was impossible to test the verity of 
such a voluminous statement as that by a committee already over- 
charged with work, whose time was more than occupied by other 


affairs; and it would have been like looking for needles in bales of 
hay to attempt to test the truth or falsity of a statement accompa- 
nied by such an enormous mass of figures and words, for the analysis 
of which there was no time whatever. The result was that nothing 
was learned from this. . 

Now, the Senator has brought forward his resolution again, and 
there seems to be on the part of the Senate a disposition at least to 
allow the members who undertake this a e work to do so, not 
out of such time as they may spare from the regular labors of other 
committees, but by being especially constituted to take the matter 
into consideration. 

Mr. President, the task involved in this inquiry is one niring 
gom labor and long time, and to deny to the committee, whether 

hey are to be special commissioners or members of the Senate, 
the ordinary machinery for the ascertainment of the facts in ques- 
tion would simply be to ask them to make bricks without straw. 
It would be to ask for the end and deny the means. Two expert 
clerks, two expert accountants conversant with book-keeping—con- 
versaut, if you please, with the book-keeping of the precise Depart- 
ment we now desire to know something about—are reasonably neces- 
sary for the sensible execution of this resolution. Five members of 
the Senate cannot and will not undertake this duty by themselves. 
A great amount of labor must necessarily be performed by ministe- 
rial officials. It is for those Senators, having learned the facts through 
those documents, prepared for them, digested for them by clerical 
force acting under their directions, to return to the Senate such facts 
as I trust may be found satisfactory to the country at large, and cal- 
culated to Fel rid of this cloud, this obscurity, this discreditable ob- 
scurity and cloud which now rest upon the accounts of the Treasury 
Department, on the face of their own declarations owing to such dis- 
crepancies as have here been pointed ont in the face of the gentle- 
men under whose administration and over whose signatures these 
very reports have been issued, and who stand here on the Senate floor 
utterly unable to account for them. 

I trust we all desire that the accounts of the public money shall 
stand in a clear, unembarrassed condition before the minds of the 
American people, so that they may feel an entire confidence in the 
manner in which the money taken from them by taxes has been dis- 
bursed and used. The official reports from this Department are 1 55 
to grave exceptions. Those exceptions have been pointed out. They 
consist in discrepancies so grave in amount as to throw strong sus- 
picion that there must be something wrong either in the conduct of 
the administration, or in the method by which the accounts are 
stated, which can permit these printed facts to stand for this num- 
ber of years before the public unexplained even by those who have 
had the best opportunity to explain them, and whose duty it was 
peculiarly to do so. We have seen on the floor of the Senate a gen- 
tleman who for six years occupied, the responsible post of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, under whose administration these accounts 
were published, who was officially and personally to that extent 
responsible for their accuracy, confronted by these discrepancies and 
utterly unable to satisfy any member of the Senate why they should 
exist. 

Now, this is no small matter. It is not the sum of a few dollars 
more or less that would simply betray miling inaccuracy; but it 
amounts toa mighty sum, a sum that not simply affects the conven- 
ience of a people, but is grave enough to affect the morals of a peo- 
ple. As I understand it, here the aggregate of these discrepancies 
amounts to $241,000,000. Such charges as these taken from the face 
of these documents “cannot be whistled down the wind” They 
must be met and explained. It is our duty to our people to meet and 
explain them; it is our duty to the officials under whom these ac- 
counts have been prepared, and under whose . have 
been published, that they shonld be explained. If the Secretary of 
the Treasury had been my most confidential friend I think I should 
have been foremost in insisting upon the fact that a committee 
armed with proper powers and supplied with proper instruments of 
examination should be charged at once with the examination of 
these accounts. 

It may be, and I trust sincerely it will be found, that these discrep- 
ancies arise rather from a system of false statement of accounts than 
from accounts the items of which are false and fraudulent in them- 
selves, I have no right to say tothe contrary; I only can say that I 
trust upon examination it will so be found. But it will not do for 
those ot us who have the public credit sincerely at hearttoavoid every 
method of giving complete satisfaction to the mind of any reasonable 
man of common intelligence who desires to know what the book- 
keeping of the Treasury of his country consists in. Therefore this 
resolution is reasonable. It seems to me that it will be accepted by 
the Senate. Then, to make it efficient, why not give it that degree 
of instrnmental aid which is essential and plainly essential for the 
pu in view? Toexamine accounts you must have men familiar 
with accounts. To examine the accounts of the Treasury you must 


have men familiar in some degree with the accounts of the Treasury. 
Not only would these two clerks with a stenographer be a very mod- 
erate and necessary aid to the committee, but I take it for granted 
that the Secretary of the Treasury, impressed with a deep sense of 
the responsibility of the Government to the people and that it is the 
great duty of every ruler to preserve the confidence and respect of 
his people, will aid this committee by any other clerical force which 
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the convenience of the Government may make it ble for him to 
supplythem with. But to send there five men with but one clerk, to 
è up this vast mass of accounts, way simply prolong the investi- 
ion, not for one year, but for two an seal it practically impos- 
sible. So then, while I have still my own views in regard to the 
result of the examination, I say it will not do for us in appointing 
this committee to withhold those reasonable aids which private men 
charged with the examination of a private subject would supply 
themselves with if they desire to reach the professed object in view. 
That professed object is a 8 up of this question; that professed 
object is a reconcilement, if truth and logic may produce it, of these 
apparent discrepancies on the face of the public accounts. I hope 
Senators will not allow anything, even though it be the feeling of a 
sup economy on this subject, to stand in the way of what is in- 
ten by this resolution as I know, and that is a thorough, a fair, a 
just, a satisfactory examination of these much-mooted accounts of 
the Treasury Department. We owe it to the public credit, we owe it 
to the Senate, we owe it to the administration which has passed out 
of | existence under whose auspices these accounts have been 
published. I trust, therefore, there will be no objection to supplyin 
this committee with the reasonable clerical force which the mover o 
the resolution desires to have. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I would not trouble the Senate with 
another word on this subject bad it not been for someremarks which 
have just fallen from the Senator from Delaware. I have never at 
any time thrown the slightest obstruction in the way of the fullest 
and fairest and broadest and, if any Senator desires it, the deepest 
investigation into any charge which the Senator from West Virginia 
was willing to take the responsibility of making. In everything I 
have said in reference to these charges it was my desire to have the 
Senatordistinctly state to the country what the charges were, and to 
ascertain whether he meant, in the language of his resolution or in 
the remarks with which he supported it, to charge that he had the 
least evidence or reason to believe that the books of the Treasury 
Department bad been tampered with in the slightest degree. I have 
never been able to get from the Senator, although the resolution is 
in so many words to that effect, that the resolution meant that, or 
that he has the slightest evidence to back up any such charge as that 
there had been the least change in the books of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. So far as there has teen change from time to time in the 
reports and statements, I was entirely willing to have it understood 
that that was what he meant, and that it was a fair and proper sub- 
ject of inquiry why those chauges were made. 

But the Senator from Delaware has said this morning what I do not 
think he is justified in saying. He has said that these charges of 
changes, without stating what he meant by the changes, have been 
made upon this floor in the presence of a Senator who himself occu- 
pied for six years the office of Secretary of the Treasury, and that 

nator had been utterly unable to make any explanation of them 
that satisfied any Senator upon this floor. The Senator from Delaware 
has a right to say, and it is perfectly proper for him to say, that the 
Senator to whom he alluded was utterly unable to make an explana- 
tion that was satisfactory to himself, satisfactory to the Senator from 
Delaware; but he has no authority, to begin with, for saying that the 
Senator to whom he alluded could make no explanation that was sat- 
isfactory to a single member upon this floor. 

Lhave just as much authority for saying what I now say as the 
Senator had for making that remark, when I assert that the Senator 
to whom he alluded, who occupied the office of Secretary of the Treas- 
ury during the time all these changes in reports were made, did here 
upon this tloor meet every suggestion of alteration by an explanation 
that not only satisfied me as one of the Senators on this floor, but I 
venture to say satisfied a majority of the Senate in whose presence 
he made it; so that,so long as the charges of alteration in the state- 
ment remained the same as they were before, that majority of the 
Senate is entirely 5 755 to leave that explanation (which seems 
to the Senator from Delaware himself so unsatisfactory that he 
thinks it was just as unsatisfactory to everybody else) to go along 
with the charges without a single word further; for if ever any- 
thing was demonstrated by mathematics in the world it was demon- 
strated in the presence of this Senate that the changes in the state- 
ments of the public debt and of the keeping of the accounts were 
nothing more nor less than changes in methods of statement; and 
that each report contained just exactly what the others contained, 
= omy in a different form and in a different method of statement, made 

so different for the purpose of making the publication more intelli- 
gible and more satisfactory to the country than the old form, which 
come down for years, and which applied to a different condition 
of affairs, It seems, in the eyes of the Senator from West Virginia 
and the Senator from Delaware to be a crime to make the effort to 
improve upon the methods of statement! That is all. Iam willing 
that the Senators shall take it and take the answer along with it, 
and I would not trouble the Senate a moment this morning if it 
were not for the absence from this body, where he cannot speak, of 
the distinguished official under whose administration of the sury 
Department there was an effort to revise forms of publication and 
make them more invelligent. 


If the Senator from Delaware had not felt called upon to declare 
to the country that when upon this floor and having opportunity to 
reply to this charge that Senator was dumb, I should not now have 


risen. It is not so. He made such a reply to the Senator from West 
Virginia as was satisfactory, it seems to me, to the candid minds of 
the country, so satisfac: that he and his friends and the then 
majority, and I believe the present majority in this Senate, are entirely 
willing to leave it there. Still, if the Senator from West Virginia 
will keep clear and distinct what he means before the public as he 
renews from time totime his charge that there have been alterations 
in statements, and not in books and not in figures, and wants a com- 
mittee, so far as my vote is concerned he shall have a committee and 
have as many stenographers and as many assistants as his exigencies 


shall 3 

I should like to have him state here upon'the floor of the Senate, 
in connection with this demand for an investigation and a corps of 
assistants to go through the books of the Department, whether he has 
ever been there himself and been denied the opportunity to look ata 
single book of the Treasury Department and to examine them all for 
himself, If he has not looked at those books, if he has not made the 
effort, it seems to me the Senator from West 1 can hardly be 
able to tell the Senate that he needs a corps of k-keepers and of 
stenographers to help him. If he has been to any proper officer of 
the Treasury n and asked to see any statement there which 
he thinks the published statement conflicts with, and he has been de- 
nied that opportunity, I will join with him in denouncing the officer 
and giving all the power he may ask to see it. I am not here to 
oppose any investigation. I am here simply to say that the Senator 
from Delaware does great injustice to a late member of this body 
when he says that he sat here in his seat and made no explanation 
to any of the charges of the Senator from West Virginia that satisfied 
a single member of this body that he had any explanation to make. 

Mr, BAYARD, Mr. President, it certainly was not my purpose to 
do injustice to any member of the Senate, and still less to one who 
is absent and unable to speak for himself; and I ought to have in- 
cluded among those who, if there was nothing in these statements 
and figures submitted by the Senator from West Virginia, ought to 
have been able to show it to the Senate the present Secretary of the 
Treasury, who wasthen thechairman of the Committee on Finance and 
who took part in thedebate with the then Senator from Massachusetts, 
the former Secretary of the Treasury, in resisting the application for 
a special committee made by the Senator from West Viger. These 
figures of the Senator Som West Virginid have stood before the coun- 
try published since the 4th of August, 1876. On this floor and in a 
presence to which I may advert he made that speech openly, and he 
printed it, and it has been in the possession of the Senate from that 
time to this. Now I wish to ask whether one figure published in that 
statement has been impeached 

As for the Senator from Massachusetts who was here then, stand- 
ing dumb, he did not stand dumb, nor did I say so. I only said that 
his explanation was not satisfactory to any one who heard him. Per- 
haps that was too unqualified a statement. Perhaps there were a 
great many whom no answer at all was requisite to satisfy, My chief 
ground for saying so was that after hearing his explanation the Sen- 
ate, without a division, ordered a committee. They ordered a com- 
mittee—not the one sought for, not one calculated to effect the object, 
but they ordered a committee (already overworked and whose time 
was too much occupied to allow this investigation) to have the in- 
vestigation made, which, I respectfully submit, would not have been 
done had the answer of the Senator’s former colleague been as satis- 
factory to the Senate as it seems to have been to himself. 

The whole question here now is one of explanation of apparent 
discrepancies, There lies in this no impeachment; and, if there did 
lie an implied impeachment, it has been extracted from the resolu- 
tion by an amendment put in by the Senator from West Virginia at 
the request of some gentlemen on the other side of the C ber. 
Now, the whole question is whether this examination shall be made, 
and, if made, intelligently and satisfactorily. If it is to be made 
pro forma, if it is to be made in the same ‘unctory manner that 
it was made two years ago, then I agree that it is scarcely worth 
while to pass the resolution; but, if a special committee are to be 
charged with discovering why the discrepancies exist, I submit that 
they should be armed not only with proper powers by the frame of 
the resolution, but they should be supplied with proper instruments 
of examination in the shape of clerical force. That is all there is of 
it. It may be that when they meet they may discover in one week’s 
time or in ten days’ time precisely what caused these discrepancies. 
They may find that they were the most innocent misstatement of 
balances, not falsifying any fact, but simply misapplying figures 
to an account to which they did not properly belong. Or it may be, 
as I here repeat, that this committee at the end of a long investiga- 
tion may find themselves as unable to account for these discrepancies 
of fignres as did the Ex-Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Boutwel 
on this floor, aided by his friend and coll „Mr. Sherman, o 
Ohio, the present Secretary. This committee is meant to relieve us 
from that. There is no impeachment. It is to accomplish a simple 
and straightforward purpose. The published accounts, which can- 
not be explained, show an amount too t to be passed over and 
which cannot be belittled in any way. ft is plain that this commit- 
tee should not only be allowed, but that they should be made rea- 
sonably efficient by being accorded, the proper instruments to con- 
duct their business. i 

Mr. MORRILL, Mr. President, I have no desire to cripple the 
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committee or to retard the passage of a resolution accomplishing the 
p of the Senator from West Virginia; and, after conversation 
with him, I‘think we shall be able to agree. I understand the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia is willing to modify his amendment by strik- 
ing out “experts,” of which I have a peculiar horror, especially for 
the self-styled experts, and ayy ARO Claria instead ; s0 the — 
apparent difference between the r from West Virginia 
m: will be between one and two clerks. If the Senate shall 
opt that amendment, I am willing to have the resolution pass as 
presented by him with the modifications already made as I under- 
stand, although I must say that I conceive of no possible use for the 
power to send for eee and papers and to take testimony. I have 
not the slightest idea that the present Secretary will throw in the 
way of this investigation the least obstacle, but, instead of that, will 
furnish all the means in his power to accomplish the purpose of the 
ia 


Senator from West Virginia. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Now, will the Senator from Ver- 
mont specify how he would amend the resolution? and I will say 
whether I can accept it or not. 

Mr. MORRILL. I would prefer that it should read: 

And that said committee have power to loy a stenographer and two clor 
with leave to ait dating isd session of ihe MRAR ay 

Mr. DAVIS, of West e pein Together with the amendment that 
I believe, though not acted on, was unanimously 5 that the 
committee will extend on through the next session of Congress until 
discharged, I shall be satisfied. 

Mr. MORRILL. Ihave no objection to that. I would insert after 
the word “clerks” the words “at the usual compensation.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The resolution specifies that the 
committee shall be the judge of the compensation, and I think an 
amendment saying anything about that is unnecessary. That is 
for the committee to determine, and not for us. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will not stickle about that. It will then read: 

And that said Sommittee have power to employ a stenographer and two clerks. 

Strike out all up to and including the word “necessary” in the 
third line from the bottom of the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the resolution 
as modified. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That portion of it which has been 
modified; not necessarily the whole. 

The Chief Clerk read: 

And that said committee have power to send for persons and papers—— 

Mr. MORRILL. No; strike that out. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. No; if that is to be stricken out I 
cannot accept the Senator’s amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. Well, I will not insist on that even. 

The Chief Clerk read: 


And that said committee have power to send for persons and papers, to take tes- 
— * — stenographer and two clerks, with leave to sit during the 
e 


; and that the Lod tenner RE this investigation shall be 
paid out of the contingent fund of the upon vouchers approved by the com- 
And said committee shall not be dissolved by the expiration of the present 
session of the Senate, but shall exist until it shall make its report or shall be dis- 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. As thus modified, will the Senate agree 
to the resolution f 

Mr. MORRILL. I want to know whether the word “ five” was 
stricken out in the first of the resolution and “ three“ inserted f 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. No, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think three are sufficient. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Oh,no. Idonot know where, except 
in the resolution of the chairman of the Committee on Finance, such 
a proposition has been made. I do not see why it is that there is so 
much objection to this resolution. I do not see why it cannot be 
said, If there is anything wrong here let us know it; send your best 
men, and let us find it out.“ There may be nothing. I have certainly 
said nothing that impugns the honer of any one in the Treasury De- 

ment. I have pointed out facts; and I now say that I ask any 
nator to point to a single figure, either at this session or any pre- 
vious session that I have spokso of or quoted, which is incorrect. 
Every one of them is taken from the official finance reports to Con- 
hat being the case, I have stated and restate that these 
changes took place under directions from the Secretary’s office to the 
Register, and that the figures in the Registers office were not re- 
examined and the new statements made from them ; and it is well 
known that the ister is the only official book-keeper of the Treas- 
ury, and his office is the final resting-place for all papers, and they 
should be there. However, I do not want to g into this question. 
I did not intend saying a word on it now, and I beg pardon of the 
Senate for speaking of the subject again. 

I have agreed to accept the Senators amendment as to clerks. I 
believe there ouihh to be three, but I will accept two in the spini of 
compromise, and have done with this question. Let us go and make 
the examination. If there is nothing, the committee report so. 
If there is a great deal, probably the committee will report so. 

But one point farther now as to the public credit. This has noth- 
ing in the world to do with the public credit to-day. If there were 
things done that were wrong, if chan that were wrong did occur 
in 1870, it was then that the debt was increased—not to-day. I have 
no idea, I want to say—I have no thought that this investigation 


i 


will increase or diminish the public debt of to-day; it will have no 
on it whatever. I believe in — 


I think everything is right. I 
Senate scores Ry 


kept 1 5 

Mr. MORRILL. I really supposed that it was the sentiment of 
the other side of the Senate as well as my own, certainly tho senti- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio, that three would be a more efficient 
committee than five. Now, I appeal to the candor of the Senator 
from West Virginia if he expects, if there should be a committee of 
five appointed, that every one of those Senators is to go there and 
spend his time until this investigation shall be completed? Why, 
sir, it will yee Peery men ars 5 5 business 5 com- 
mittees, or the chief part of it, while investigation oing on. 
Therefore I appeal to the candor of the S e whether raid not 
three will not perform the duties that he designs to have performed 
better than five, and not be so great a burden upon other members of 
the Senate? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have no wish to continue this 
discussion; but why does the Senator want to lessen a committee 
of five? It is a small committee. What is the objection? It is 
customary, at least „that a Senator moving a committeo 
should name the number it should consist of. Again, we know that 
if there are five, the Senators may take it by turns, if they desire, and 
not all have to be there at the same time. IfI wanted a large num- 
ber, I should have named seven or nine. Again, if I desired to have 
a large number to go to the Treasury Department and make this in- 
vestigation, I should have made this a joint resolution, and had a 
committee of the two Houses, where both Houses would be repre- 
sented. My desire was to have the Senate make the investigation in 
a quiet, proper, dignified manner. The Senator from Vermont has 
two or three times said that he would leave it to a single Senator. 
A single Senator, if that has reference to me, does not want to work 
in that way. We do not want an er fos statement; we want a can- 
did, fair statement; and five men I think will be a very moderate 


number, 

Mr. MORRILL. -> I do not desire to have this resolution passed in 
any way that the Senator from West Vi ia ean find any fault 
with, and therefore I shall not contend against him. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Then the Senator withdraws his amend- 
ment. The question is on agreeing to the resolution as amended. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand the resolution to stand 
as introduced by myself except 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be reported and then 
the Senator will understand just the phraseology of it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The whole resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas there appear 


Mr. MORRILL. I understood the preamble was to come ont. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If the Senator objects to it, I have 
no objection; but I will not withdraw it myself. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do object to it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be understood that the preamble 


is out. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. On the objection of the Senator 
from Vermont. 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes. 

The Chief Clork read: * 


Be it resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to 8 the finance 
reports, books, and accounts of the Treasury Department, particularly with refer- 
ence to differences, discrepancies, and alterations in amounts and figures that have 
been made in them, if any such there be, especially in the annual statements of tho 
expenditures of the 5 revenne collected, and the public debt contained 
in said reports ; and, if any such differences, cies, and alterations be found 
to exist, to report the same and the extent and nature thereof, the years wherein 
they occur, by what authority made, (if any.) tho reasons that induced them, and to 
report generally such other and further in tion Dancing wpe the subject as to 
them may seem best; and that said congnittes have power to send for and 

to take testimony, to employ one s 45 and two clerks, and with 
eave to sit during the session of the Senate; and that the e 
investigation shall be paid ‘und of the upon 
approved by the committee; and said committee shall not be dissolved by the ex- 
p Of eam pronat pnia GETA DEREN, DEA SRA Sree eee AOR R 
report or shall be discharged. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. One stenographer.” Would it not 

be as well to say “a stenographer,” as it would read a little better? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified, if 

there be no objection. The question is on agreeing to bhe resolution. 
to. 


The resolution was ù 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask the attention of the Senator 
from Vermont a minute. Upon inquiry I find that the resolution just 
passed in regard to Treasury changes does not state how the commit- 
tee is to be appointed. 1 t, if there is no objection on the part 
of the Senate, that the Chair appoint the committee. 

Mr. MORRILL. That is right. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. fs there objection to the suggestion of 
~ cer pare} from West Virginia? The Chair hears none, and it is so 

00 
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The following bills from the House of Representatives were sev- 
gey read twice by their titles and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary: 

A bill (H. R. No. 977) to relieve the political disabilities of John 
Green, sr., of Alabama ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1516) to remove the political disabilities of F. E. 
She of Saeed 
oi ill (H. R. No. 1517) to remove the political disabilities of C. B. 
ver ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1518) to remove the political disabilities of John 
T. Tucker, of the District of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1519) to remove the political disabilities of W. E. 
Wysham, of Maryland; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1520) to remove the political disabilities of George 
P. Turner, of Courtland, Alabama. 


CHANGE OF NAME OF A VESSEL, 


The bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the changing of the name of 
the ship Samuel G. Reed was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CONKLING. On Friday the superior diligence of some mem- 
bers of the Honse led the Senate to act upon a printed bill of that 
title which nobody doubted had come over as a House bill. It turns 
out that owing to some delay in the House the engrossed bill did not 
come over until to-day, and here it is, although the Senate passed the 
bill acting upon the printed bill which came from the Committee on 
Commerce on the last day we sat. If there be no objection I ask 
that this bill be read for information and then unless some Senator 
sees reason to the contrary I shall ask the Senate to act upon it now. 
5 consent, the bill was considered as in Committee of 

e Whole. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following mes- 
sage from the House of Representatives: 
Ix Tus IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV! 
November 17, 1877. 


That the House concur in the amendments of the Senate to tho bill (H. 
R. No, 902) making appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending Juno 30, 1878, and for other purposes, numbered 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,1213, 
and 15, and non-coucur in the amendments of the Senate numbered 3, 4, 11, 14. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the amendments 
of the Senate in which the House have non-concurred. 

The Cuter CLERK. Amendment numbered three is on page 1, line 
19, to strike out“ 52”. 

Mr. WINDOM. I can state, I think, in a moment the non-concur- 
ring votes, and, as I intend to move that the Senate recede from its 
disagreeing votes, I ask leave to state them now. 

Numbers 3 and 4, in which the House non-concurred, provide merely 
for striking out ‘‘fifty-two,” the number of paymaster’s clerks, and 
inserting “not exceeding fifty-four.” The House has non-concurred 
in the amendments. e 

Number 11, in which the House non-concurs, is an amendment 
made by the Senate with reference to the appointment of a board of 
ordnance officers to examine and report apoa a magazine-gun to be 
adopted by the Army. Tho Senate amendment struck out the word 
“ordnance,” and required the Secretary of War to appoint from any 
officers whom he might select. The House retains the authority on the 

art of the Secretary of War, but re-inserts the word “ordnance.” 

it is a question whether he shall select from the ordnance or the 
general ofticers of the 2 

Amendment No. 14, in which the House non-concurs, is the amend- 
ment of the Senate striking out the $50,000 for conversion of the 
smooth-bores intorifled cannon. The Senate, you will remember, Mr. 
President, strack out that appropriation. The Honse non-concurs. 
I move now that the Senate recedo its non-concurring votes which 
I have stated. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. On the several Senate amendments to the 
Army appropriation bill in which the House has non-concurred, the 
Senator from Minnesota moves that the Senate recede. 

Mr. WINDOM. Iwill say that I make that motion on consultation 
with all the members of the Committee on Appropriations who are on 
the floor of the Senate—I believe all of them. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion to recede. 

The motion Rater ied to. 

The VICE-P. ENT. The Senate recedes, and the bill is passed. 

INDIAN CITIZENSHIP. 

Mr. INGALLS. I movethat the Senate now proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens 
of the United States, reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs 
with amendments. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The first amendment reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs 


was in line 3, after the word “ Indian” to insert: 
Above the ago of twenty-one years. 


The amendment was agreed to, 


nation, or incumbrance of any interest he 
bal relations shall be void. 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was to insert as section 2: 

Sec. 2. The title to lands acquired by any such Indian under the homestead laws 
527 ͤ CCC 
or 4 
date of the patent issued therefor. 7 ai 

The amendment was agreed to. 

oe et Docs the Senator from Kansas propose to speak 
on this bi 

Mr. INGALLS. No, sir; I hope there will be no discussion. 

Mr. THURMAN. It seems to me that this isa very serious task 
that we are entering upon, and I do not know exactly how we are 
to get along with it. Perhaps my friend from Kansas, fearing the 


loss of the n vote to the republican party, is stretching out his 
hand to get the Indian vote. [Laughter.] That may save them out 
on the frontier, but it would not do tbem much in the interior. 


Now, Mr. President, what is the Constitution, the celebrated four- 
teenth article of amendment? 

All ns born or naturalized in the United and subject to the jurisdic- 
tion , are citizens of the United States and of State wherein they reside. 

As I understand this bill, which I never saw and only know by its 
reading at the desk, it proposes to make citizens of Indians who aro 
not subject to the jurisdiction of the United States and who retain 
their membership in the tribes to which Sieg DAG Thold that under 
that first clause in the fourteenth amendment every Indian in the 
country who did not belong to some tribal organization, and was 
therefore subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, is a citizen 
of the United States, for “All persons,” says the amendment, “ born 
or naturalized in the United States and subject. to tho jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein 
they reside.” 

What is it, then, that keeps a body of Indians from being citizens 
of the United States? Simply because their tribal relation, their 
tribal aoe ay that autonomy which we have so far recognized 
as to hold that they are capablo of making treaties with us, deter- 
mines that they are not subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States within the meaning of this clause of the Constitution. Wo 
really make them subject to our jurisdiction whenever we sec fit 
to do it; but within the meaning of this clause of the Constitution, 
they being a quasi-nation and a quasi-independent antonomy capable 
of making treaties with us, are not supposed to be subject to our 
urisdiction, and therefore the members of that tribe are not mem- 
rs of the United States. 

Now, if I understand this bill, it proposes that exactly the mem- 
bers of a tribe, preserving its autonomy, with whom we make treati 
shall nevertheless become citizens of the United States. Suppose al 
of a tribe should become citizens of the United States, would not that 
be a very singular state of affairs that five hundred Indians (which 
is more than the ave number of a tribe) should be an independ- 
ent nation or quasi-nation capable of making treaties with us, and 
at the same time be citizens of the United States? If we are going 
into that, I think we had perhaps jast as well give that sete. to 
the white men and to the negroes, and whenever you can get up forty 
or fifty or one hundred men to form th Ives into a society of some 
kind and set themselves up, we should give them an independent 
autonomy and let them e treaties with the United States and at 
the same time be citizens of the United States. That is the wa 
this strikes me at first. Perhaps I ought to apologize for this criti- 
cism of the bill, having only heard it read, but that is the way it 
strikes me. If I am entirely wrong in this, I shall be glad to bo 
corrected, but if Iam rightinit this goes to the foundation of the bill. 

Sir, I for one have not any very extraordinary respect for 
these tribal organizations of the Indians. They have to give way. 
There has been a time, and a time within my recollection, when this 
Federal Government and a great State stood almost in arms 
each other upon the question of the rights of a tribe of In 8. 
But little by little by force of circumstances this immense respect 
that was paid to the nationality, so to speak, or quasi-nationality of 
the Indian tribes has been frittered away until finally we passed a 
law, if I am not mistaken, or a resolution, or came to some kind of re- 
solve a few years ago, that we would make no more treaties with the 
Indians. First, we declared that we would not consider any Indian 
ee in executive session, but would consider it openly and above- 

In the next place I think we came to a resolution that we 
would make no treaties with them at all. I grant that that has been 
violated again and again, since, for we have made treaties with them 


since. 

Mr. SARGENT. We call them contracts now. 

Mr. THURMAN. They call them contracts now, but— 

That which we call a rose, 
By any other name would smell as Sweet 5 

and a contract with an Indian tribe is just as good a treaty as if you 
called it a treaty. 

Mr. SARGENT. The treaties were made upon the theory that the 
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Indians were independent nations with whom the treaty-making 
power must deal, being the President and Senate. The contract 
which we subsequently insisted upon -has been submitted to both 
Honses of Congress and upon. A treaty the other House of 
Congress has nothing to do with, 

Mr. THURMAN. I know there is a change of nomenclature, I know 
very well that the House takes part in the making of these so-called 
contracts. I am not quite sure but that there is some exception to 
that—I will not say that there is—but it does not make much differ- 
ence whether you call them treaties or contracts. The whole tendency 
has been for this Government to exercise the sovereign power of legis- 
lation over the Indians and not to recognize a shadow of nationality, 
a shadow of autonomy that has very little substance infact; but yet 
we have not rejected it ont and out. We still do make these con- 
tracts or treaties or whatever you call them. We still do give them 
this separate existence; and it does strike me as a very odd proposi- 
tion that we can take a whole tribe into citizenship, make them citi- 
zens of the United States, and yet let them preserve a separate and 
independent nationality from the United States. 

It may be said that it is only contemplated that one, half dozen, or 
more in a tribe may come in and avail themselves of the privilege 
afforded by this bill. If this is the case, the bill is not worth the 
paper it is printed on. It must be the inauguration of a new policy, 
a policy which shall convert Indians into citizens of the United 
States, if the bill has any value at all; and if that is true, then I sub- 
mit to my friend from Kansas that the “consummation devoutly to 
be wished” is that the whole of the tribe shall become citizens of the 
United States, and yet this bill allows them to maintain their inde- 

ndent autonomy as a tribal organization with whom we can make 

aties or contracts, as my friend from California expresses it, and 
who are governed by their tribal organization and at the same time 
to be subject to the laws of the United States as citizens. 

Mr. President, these are perhaps very crude remarks, but I make 
them with unfeigned deference to the committee, because as I said I 
never heard of this bill until it was read just now, and I know it is 
dangerous to criticise a bill which has received the careful considera- 
tion and approbation of a committee in the way I have done to-day. 
I wish to disavow any such idea in connection with myself. But 
these are ideason my mind, and knowing that if anybody can answer 
them the Senator from Kansas can, I thought it best to utter them. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio has been so 
long accustomed to view all subjects from a political standpoint that 
he‘ has acquired a permanent intellectual strabismus, so that he is 
compelled to ask, when any bill is before the Senate, how it will 
affect the democratic or the republican party, and he intimates that 
this bill is an attempt to offset the loss of the negro vote by the ac- 
quisition of the Indian vote upon the frontier. 1 

I do not wonder, in one respect, that the Senator from Ohio feels 
troubled in regard to this measure, for I have obeerved that whenever 
any community or class of people acquire “the habits of civilized life,” 
as this bill proposes, they generally abandon democracy and vote for 
. LLauguter.] 

t is not the fault of the committee that the Senator from Ohio has 
not heard of this bill before. It was introduced ent Aes the session, 
acted upon by the committee, reported with amendments, and has 
for some time been upon the Calendar of the Senate; and if the Sen- 
ator does not take the trouble to observe what is done here and oc- 
casionally inspect the Calendar, he cannot reasonably blame those 
who have charge of the public business. 

He refers, as one particular ground of objection to the bill, that it 
inaugurates what he is pl to term a new policy, and he qnotes 
from the fourteenth article of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States to show that all persons born or naturalized in the 
United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof are citizens of 
the United States and of the State wherein they reside. The Senator 
will observe that this bill is not, therefore, the declaration of a new 
principle, but is merely an effort on the part of the Senate to render 
that amendment to the Constitution operative. There is no principle 
better established than this, that constitutional provisions do not of 
themselves become operative, and that in very many cases it is nec- 
essary to adopt legislation for that purpose. 

This bill provides that whenever any Indian who is a member of 
any tribe or nation having treaty relations with the United States 
shall prove to the satisfaction of any court paving jurisdiction that 
he is competent to manage his own affairs, that he has adopted the 
habits of civilized life, has been able for five years to support him- 
self and family, and will take an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States, he shall be entitled to the privileges of citizenship. 

I do not apprehend that there will be any serious trouble in the 
direction that the Senator from Ohio indicates, because, so far as the 
question of treaties with Indians is concerned, that has long since 
been abandoned. I believe it was originally a mistake, not only of 
policy but in principle; that the Indians of this country never bad 
any organization, either tribal or otherwise, that made them in any 
sense whatever nations, entitling them as such to recognition by the 
Government of the United States to the extent of making treaties 
with them. 

But whether they be so or not, since 1871 that policy has been 
abandoned, and we now treat the Indians simply as communities, not 
having a distinct or independent organization independent of the 


United States, but like any community or corporation of individuals 
With eg it is necessary for the Government to establish friendly 
relations, 

Take the case of the Sioux with whom we have made contracts in 
the Northwest. The Government does, not recognize them as an 
independent power with whom it can treat. It merely makes agree- 
ments with them which require subsequent ratification and recogni- 
nee by both Houses of Congress before they become valid or opera- 

ive. EA 

Bat I will me to the Senator from Ohio that the particular object 
that is intended to be accomplished by this bill is to enable a large 
number of those Indians now living in the Indian Territory south of 
Kansas and north of Texas, who have for a long period of time been 
as competent to manage their own affairs as the Senator from Ohio 
or any gentleman upon this floor, to assume the relations of citizen- 
ship to the United States, to become amenable to its laws, and to be 
enabled to demand the protection of those laws whenever their 
rights are infringed. The committee have had this matter under 
very serious consideration. It has been urged upon their attention 
for the past four years. The measure has been submitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and 
to those persons who are most familiar with the system of Indian 
administration in this country; and it has the approbation of all. It 
is believed that if this bill can be passed under the safeguards with 
which the committee have endeavored to surround it, it will far 
toward settling those difficulties that have long existed and that 
Bave long been deplored in that portion of the. country to which I 
allude. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I should like to inqnire of the honor- 
able Senator from Kansas, seeing this bill now for the first time, what 
is the status of the Indian after he has made the proof, taken tho 
oath, and been admitted to the privileges of citizenship? Does he 
remain an Indian after that, so that the various provisions of the 
United States laws in regard to dealing with Indians and regulating 
the conduct of Indians and of citizens with Indians apply to him,or 
is the Indian character divested? 

Mr. INGALLS. Of course I cannot answer whether the person 
who availed himself of the provisions of this bill, should it pass, 
would be an Indian or an African. It would depend very much on 
his “previous condition.” But my understanding of it is that the 
Indian, when he avails himself of the privileges of the bill, would 
be a citizen of the United States, and that the effect of maintaining 
his tribal relations thereafterward would no more interfere with that 
than would the fact that he might be a member of the Presbyterian 
Church or of an Odd Fellows’ lodge. 

Mr. HOAR. © Mr. President, I am not at all familiar with this subject, 
bnt it seems to me that before voting in favor of this bill every Sena- 
tor would desire to be able to answer the precise question which I 
have pas to the honorable Senator from Kansas. There are, if I am not 
mistaken, numerous legislative provisions which affect the conduct 
of Indians, which affect the right to deal with Indians, and which 
make it higy penal for citizens of the United States even to carry 
m of a certain character to Indians—not merely to Indian tribes, 
but to individuals. Now, it is a pretty serious question, it seems to me, 
whether there is to be a class of American citizens in this country, 
and a pretty serious question whether it is constitutional to enact 
that there shall be a class of American citizens in this country, còn- 
beads Pat ga such special provisions of law shall remain in force. 

Mr. INGALLS. What particular provision does the Senator allude 
to in that connection, will he permit me to inquire ? 

Mr. HOAR. I speak of the provisions which make it penal to carry 
a message to any Indian calculated to excite hostility on his part 
toward the United States. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Selling liquor to Indians. 

Mr. HOAR. There is provision in this very bill, the last section of 
this very bill, which enacts that in regard to a certain class of Amer- 
ican citizens, to wit, the citizens who are made such by this act, there 
shall be a disqualification of making conveyances of their own land 
for five years, establishing in the legislation of this country, after it 
has been put out of it as we hoped by constitutional enactments, the 
policy of making a distinction as to the right to hold, manage, and 
convey property by reason of race solely. 5 seems to me, therefore, 
that it is a pretty pertinent question to put, whether this bill under- 
takes to provide for the future existence in this country of persons 
who are at the same time citizens for some p and, if not aliens, 
at least members of organizations with whom we make treaties an 
concerning whom we make provisions of law which are enacted on 
the principle that they are savages with whom the United States 
Government is dealing. 

Now, if the Senator from Kansas pro to introduce a bill enact- 
ing that the Indians born upon our soil shall become citizens by the 
fact of birth, or if he pro to enact that by making proof of their 
fitness for citizenship before the courts they shall then become citi- 
zens, laying aside, however, every other character from that time for- 
ward and standing as citizens equal to other American citizens before 
the Constitution and laws, I very strongly incline to think that such 
a bill ought to receive the assent of the Senate, But it seems to me 
that it is a very interesting subject of inquiry what will be the con 
dition of the half man and half beast, or at any rate half citizen and 
half savage, that this bill seems to provide for. 
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Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the last section of the bill to which 
the Senator from Massachusetts refers, and by which I suppose he 
intends to include section 2 of the amendment 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, sir; I mean the last. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is already the law of thiscountry. Those identical 
words were adopted as an amendment to the Indian appropriation 
bill in 1874, and now stand upon the statute book. 

Mr. HOAR. In regard to all citizens? 

Mr. INGALLS. In regard to all Indians who take homesteads. 

Mr. HOAR. Undoubtedly. The Senator will on me for the 
interruption. Undoubtedly that is a provision of law in regard to 
all Indians. . 

Mr. INGALLS. Who take homesteads. b 

Mr. HOAR. But now you propose to make certain Indians citizens 
and then to have these special provisions of law still applicable to 
these citizens by reason of their race which are not applicable ta 
any other citizens of the United States. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I think every Senator who has 
heard this bill as I did to-day for the first time—and I expect a ma- 

ority of the Senate are in that condition—feels the necessity for re- 

ection upon it and study of the bill. I am sure I do. Ido not 
want to dissent from a report of a committee of this body without 
having time to reflect upon it, although my first impressions are 
adverse to.the report. I think that in order to give us time, and as 
itisav 3 subject, I am quite sure Senators will look into 
it, it would be as well now to go into executive session, and I make 
the motion that we do. 

Mr. INGALLS. May I have one word? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. i ; 

Mr. MERRIMON. Is there any report accompanying the bill? 

Mr, INGALLS. No, sir. I merely give notice that if this is not 
the unfinished business I will call it up on the first occasion when 
Ican obtain the attention of the Senate, 

Mr. THURMAN. If we go into executive session now it will be 
left the unfinished business. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. THURMAN. I renew my motion. 

The motion was d to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After nineteen minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were re-opened, and (at two o’clock and 
six minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MONDAY, November 19, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison, 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and approved. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. COVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of privilege. I 
am one of those reported by the Recorp of Saturday as having been 
among the absentees or non-voters on the consideration of the Sen- 
ate amendments to the House Army appropriation bill on that day. 

On Saturday, and for four days prior thereto, I was confined to my 
room by illness. I had attended here, although scarcely in proper 
physical condition to do so, all through the discussion of the House 
amendments to the bill, and had voted on each of those amendments. 
When the discussion commenced on the resumption bill I yielded to 
the advice of my physician and confined myself tomy room. I was 
anxions to vote on the resumption bill—as also upon the Senate 
amendinents to the House Army ö bill whenever the 
latter might come before the House. I had naturally, perhaps, sup- 
posed that the resnmption bill would be voted upon first, and had 
understood from various sources that this latter bill would reach a 
vote late on Saturday afternoon. With this understanding, and 
against the advice of my physician, I rode to the Capitol on the after- 
noon of Saturday only to find that consideration of the resumption 
act had been postponed, but that votes had been taken on the Senate 
amendments to the Army 3 bill aud that the amend- 
ments had been agreed to. ave gone thus much into detail, Mr. 
Speaker, for the reason that the RECORD reports me, later in the day, 
as having voted upon an inconsequential measure, and the sugges- 
tion would patarally present itself to any one reading the proceedin 
of the day, to any one not having knowledge of the facts, that I had 
been present during the whole day’s session and had voluntarily ab- 
stained from voting upon the Senate amendments. 

Had I been present, Mr. Sorakan when the Senate amendments 
were being considered in the House, with respect to all amendments 
looking toward a ible increase of the Army over the twenty 


thousand men provided for by the original House bill, I should have 
voted “ no,” in italics and with emphasis, 
COMMITTEE CLERK. 
Mr. SOUTHARD, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 
Resolved, That the committee on the revision of the laws regulating the count- 


ing of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President be allowed a clerk, and 


that sat clerk be paid the same com which is or may be allowed to the 
aoka of other committees, to be paid out of the miscellaneous contingent fund 


House or o! 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

Mr. HALE. I call for the lar order, 

Mr. SWANN. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole to resume the consideration of the joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 48) in relation to the international industrial exposition to be 
held in Paris in 1878. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I rise to a point of order. I would like to know 
how it is that the joint resolution reported from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs supersedes the bill to repeal the resumption act. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution to which the gentleman 
refers contains an appropriation and is, in the opinion of the Chair, 
one of the bills excepted from the operation of the resolution making 
the bill for the repeal of the resumption act a special order. In 
addition to that, the House at its last sitting determined by a ma- 
jority vote to take up this joint resolution in preference and in 
antagonism to the special order. If the majority of the House does 
not wish to go into Committee of the Whole upon the joint resolu- 
tion at this time, its relief is aready one, by voting down the motion 
of the gentleman from Maryland, [ Mr. SWANN.] 

Mr. BUCKNER. There has been a suspension of the rules bya 
two-thirds vote to make the bill for the repeal of the resumption act 
a special order. Now, as I understand, the rules cannot be suspended 
while the House is acting under a suspension of the rules. I call 
attention to the paragraph beginning on page 303 of the Digest: 

It is not in order to move a suspension of the rules while the House is acting 


under a suspension of the rules, nnless connected with the business immediatel 
before the House; nee while considering a special order, it having been — 
under a of the rules. : 


I understand the bill repealing the resumption act has been given 
place by special order of this House in preference to everything else 
except appropriation bills; not bills, if the Speaker please, which 
merely incidentally come from another committee, from a committee 
other than the Appropriation Committee, and which ma paniy 
appropriate money, but appropriation bills in the usual form; an 
that means, as I understand it, by the univérsal u of the House, 
bills appropriating money directly for the benefit of the Govern- 
ment, to run the Government, and therefore highly privileged ander 
the rules, on being reported from the Committee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. It is quite true that the House suspended the 
rules to make a special order, but in that resolution of suspgnsion is 
a distinct exemption of appropriation bills. The Chair has heretofore 
ruled on that point in the same direction. The Clerk will read Rule 
104 to show that the Chair is correct in recognizing the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Swann] to make the motion he has, 

The Clerk read as follows: > 

104. The House may at any time, by a vote of a present, 
suspend the rales and orders for the purpose of going into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union: and also for providing for the discharge 
of the Committee of the Whole House and the Committee of the Whole House on 


the state of the Union from the farther consideration of any bill referred to it, 
after acting without debate on all amendments pending and may be offered, 


The SPEAKER. Now, the gentleman from Missouri will observe, 
the rule does not say the Honse shall go into the Committee of the 
Whole even for the consideration of the appropriation bills. It men- 
tions the fact that the House, by a majority vote, may do so for the 
1 of considering any . — pending in that committee. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Can that be done where the rules have been al- 
ready suspended? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the point. 

Mr. BUCKNER. In other words, Mr. Speaker, under the special 
order that rule has been suspended as well as all other rules, unless 
the matter comes within the term of an appropriation bill, which 
appropriation bills alone were excepted. Any other I understand to 
be an unfair and unreasonable construction of that special order. 

The SPEAKER. Of course the Chair passes by unnoticed any re- 
mark of the gentleman that bis decision is unfair. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I ask pardon; I did not mean to reflect upon the 
Speaker atall, but I do mean to say the decision is unfair in a legal 


sense. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is very clear in his judgment, not only 
on that portion of the suspension of the rules which provided for the 
exemption from the force of the special order all appropriation bills, 
but, in addition to that, his decision has been complied with by the 
House, or at least a majority of the House, which confirmed it, there- 
by directing what should be his future conduct under that ruling. 

Mr. EDEN. May I make an inquiry of the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. EDEN. If the House goes into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union to consider this as an appropriation bill, does it 
thereby become a special order? n 

The SPEAKER. It isone of the exemptions provided for in the 
resolution suspending the rules that the consideration of the resump- 
tion bill should not interfere with appropriation bills, and therefore, 
in so far as that exemption is concerned, this matter will naturally in 
the Committee of the Whole come under the operation of rules of the 
House. The House has its remedy under the rules now, and under the 


ty of the members 
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Mr. BUCKNER. Let me say to the Speaker there is nothing in 
the bill, nothing in the title of the bill which the gentleman from 
Maryland has of, which makes it an Appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. It is not the province of the Chair to look only 
at the title of a bill or joint resolution, but this joint resolution does 
provide for an appropriation of money out of the Treasury. On Sat- 
urdey or Friday hair stated in addition that it was a subject 
which had been specially communicated to Co at this ed 
session by the President. It is one of the subjects specifically men- 
tioned in the President’s special message as being necessary for the 
House to consider at this special session. 

Mr. BUCKNER. The Chair will observe there is no rule I am 
aware of which gives any special priority or privilege to anything 
the President may recommend. 

The SPEAKER. Only so far as it should have the weight of the 
approval of the Executive in the message which it is his duty to send 
to Congress, The tleman from Missouri, however, will observe 
on that point that Rule 104 does not provide at all for a motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole for a special purpose, but it merely 
provides for going into the Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. BUCKNER, I admit the propriety of the rule in a given case, 
but it seems after the House has suspended that rule, after the spe- 
cial order has been made suspending that and all other rules, that 
now it is not oe to go into the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say, if the gentleman will 
give his attention, that the rules have been suspended to make a 
special order conditional upon certain exemptions, and this is one of 
the exemptions. In so far as this exemption has been made, it is 
therefore under the operation of the rules of the House even on the 
gentleman’s own statement of the case. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Then does this result follow, that the special 
order by which the rules were suspended must give way to any bill 
that appropriates money ? 

The SPEAKER. That is the fault of the gentleman who drew the 
resolution, not the fault of the Chair. 

Mr. CLYMER. I desire to make an inquiry of the Chair. If a 
majority of the House refuses now to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the bill of the gentleman from Maryland, what would be the next 
motion entertained by the Chair—a motion to take up the bill for 
the re of the act resuming specie payments or a motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole to consider the bill reported by the 
Committee on Appropriations ? 

The SPEAKER. The House has the remedy in its own hands. It 
is the part of the Chair only to give a construction to the rules of 
order, not to dictate in the least tothe Honse. The majority 
has the power to vote down the motion of the gentleman from - 
land, LMr. Swaxx.] And then, in reply to the gentleman from Penn- 
Sylvania, [Mr. CLyMER,] the Chair desires to say that he would feel 
bound to ize the gentleman from Mississippi, [ Mr. SINGLETON, 
who is seeking the floor to have considered a deficiency bill repo 
by the Committee on Appropriations, The Chair has said before that 
these two bills are of necessity, under the very terms, the letter and 
the spirit of the suspension resolution, entitled from him to first 
recognition. ; 

Mr. BUCKNER. I desire to say that the Committee on Banking 
and Currency do not desire, and I may say that I do not suppose we 
have any right, to antagonize any bill coming from the Committee on 
9 or any bill that is properly an appropriation bill; but 
what I hold is that the bill in charge of the gentleman from Mary- 
land does not belong to that class. 

Mr. CLYMER. I wish to state that if the House votes down the 
present motion to go into Committee of the Whole the Committee on 
Appropriations will be prepared to ask the House to proceed with 
the consideration of the bill which is in charge of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. SINGLETON. ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks the attention of the gentleman 
from reoni pair BUCKNER] to this point: How could the House 
comply with the exemption in favor of appropriation bills if the 
Chair were to refuse to recognize a gentleman to make a motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole to consider them? And that considera- 
tion operates with redoubled force on the motion which the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] desires to make. 

Mr. BUCKNER. My idea is that it was out of order to recognize 
the gentleman from land, [Mr. SWANN, ] for the reason that this 
bill was not reported from the Committee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri tested the sense of 
the House on that subject, and a majority of the House voted on 
Saturday to take up the bill of the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. FORT. We will test the sense of the House again. 

—Mr. MONROE. I wish to say one word for our committee. The 
argument of the . from Missouri is 80 based on the 
assumption that the appropriation contained in the bill reported by 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs is not an appropriation in the same 
sense in which those of other appropriation bills are. 
that it is not an appropriation important for the welfare of the Gov- 
ernment and of the people. The Committee on Foreign Affairs do 


He assumes 
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not admit this assumption at all, and are prepared to test the sense 
of the House — 85 it. 

The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of an argument on the merits 
of the bill, and not on the point of order. 

Ari SPARKS. It is not an appropriation to carry on the Govern- 
men i 

The SPEAKER. When the bill is up for discussion gentlemen can 


indulge in any arguments they please on its merits. ese are not 
now before the House. The question is on the motion of the gentle- 
roe Bese Maryland, that the House resolve itself into Committee of 

e Whole. 

Mr. VANCE. I desire to make an inquiry of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear it. 5 

Mr. VANCE. Is the rule assigning the morning hour of Monday 
for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions suspended ? 

The SPEAKER. It is, because it is not embraced as one of the 
exceptions in the resolution making the bill for the repeal of the 


. act the ial order. 
Mr. VANCE. If the motion of the ‘gentleman from Maryland is 
voted down, would that rule then go into effect ? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair will then recognize the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] to move that the House into the 
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the bill reported 
from the Committee on Appropriations. Should that again be voted 
down every obstacle in the way of the bill for the repeal of the re- 
sumption act would then be removed. i 

Mr. CONGER. Except the morning hour under the last clause of 
the order? 

The SPEAKER. Except the morning hour. 

Mr. CONGER. Istand by the morning hour. 

The e being taken on Mr. SwANN’s motion, there were 
ayes 105, noes 98. 

Mr. BUCKNER called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Swann and Mr. BUCKNER were 
appointed, 

The Honse again divided; and the tellersreported—ayes 133, noes 79. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


PARIS EXPOSITION OF 1878, 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. SPRINGER in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international indus- 
trial ition to be held in Paris in 1878. 

The CHAIRMAN, By order of the House the time for general de- 
bate on the joint resolution has been limited to four hours, of which 
one hour has already been occupied. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Cox] is entitled to the floor. 


EXPOSITIONS EXPOSED. 


Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, it is with regret that I 
oppose what might seem the aggrandizement of our country by a for- 
eign exhibition of its products. If that statement involved the true 
question before us, presented in the bill of the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, my regret would lead to silence. The fallacy of measures like 
this consists in assuming that everything which seems to be for the 
welfare and glory of the country is truly so, and that every beneficent 
law in seeming is authorized by our Constitution. 

LOVERS OF THE LABORIXG-MAN. 


The district which I represent is composed almost entirely of arti- 
sans and laborers. If this measure were constitutional and helpful 
to labor nothing would give me more pleasure than to contribute to 
its relief in the distress which everywhere prevails. But it by no 
means follows, because this bill is urged in the interest of those who 
live on the product of labor, that it will assist those who produce. 

It is an old sophism to profess to be good in order to do ill. The 
maxim which attributes many crimes in Liberty’s name is a house- 
hold truism, with a terrible history. When Napoleon III distributed 
the prizes at the gross French exhibition in 1867, how eloquently he 

ke of his lively solicitude for the interests of the workingman! 
ot long after that he crucified France. When a protectionist mem- 
ber was laboring here in 1870 for a high bounty for his own patented 
Bessemer steel he closed his touching appeal, not for himself, oh, no! 
but for the workingman! In vain do we wait for any movement here 
to relieve labor at home, to secure its just reward and elevate its con- 
dition. In vain do we look for any movement to harmonize it with 
capital that prosperity to both may come! Sach measures as this are 
not moved by the masses. They come from the gilded apex, not the 
broad base of the common weal. No doubt this exhibition will be, as 
others have been, gorgeous in display. Aurelian fettered his captive 
Zenobia with gold and the slave held up the golden fetter. He loaded 
the object to adorn his triumph, as we cumber our labor by such taxes 
as these that we may shine afar! 

No donbt the gentlemen who are foremost in asking these contri- 
butions for the display of their products are men entirely disinter- 
ested and patriotic, If their hands are not, the hands which work 
for them are callous with toil. Indeed, a showing of hands in this 
Con would be an instructive illustration of the enormous work- 
ing ability of its members in earning an honest livelihood! 


1877. 


THE USE OF STIMULANTS. 

This bill has been justified as similar bills have been justified, and 
especially the Centennial bill, on the ground that the country is in 
tbe condition of a man who has just turned the crisis of a violent 
fever, exhausted by long sickness and low diet. It was urged in that 
centennial debate (Record, Forty-fourth Congress, first session, page 
484) “that the system must be built up anew, and it must n with 
stimulants.” The necessity of stimulants to baild up an exhausted 
constitution, whether it be Federal or personal, might well be referred 
to a sanitary commission consisting of doctors learned in the law and 
in medicine. They would find that stimulants are dangerous rem- 
edies. 

OBJECTS OF THE MEASURE. 

Before, however, discussing the authority to levy large taxes as a 
stimulus, would it not be we 1 to examine, first, what is the kind of 
stimulation and who are its subjects and ministers. 

The bill as originally propounded by the President in his message 
and by the Secretary of State seems to intend something more than 
the benefit of American industries. This bill proposes to stimulate 
their sinking condition and contribute to their advancement at home 
and abroad. It might truly be entitled“ An act to levy taxes to allow 
our gentry to visit Paris, advertise goods, and erect a corn-kitchen.” 
[Laughter.] 

THE FIRST PROGRAMME, 

The bill as originally contributed by the Secretary of State proposed 
to pay out of our Treasury $225,000 to defray expenses of commission- 
ers, experts, scientists, artisans, civil agencies, traveling agents, and 
transportations across the country and ocean, as well as landing, pro- 
tecting, and reshipping of goods. To this were added expenses of 
reporters and reports, some $12,000; and after exhausting all possi- 
ble methods of extracting money from the Treasury for this purpose 
so foreign to our shores and our Constitution, a needless appropria- 
ion yh eae for “ contingencies” was thrust in to round the whole 
sum o „000. 

Our committee were not disposed to accept all these extravagant 
and indefinite items. They have introduced a bill of their own, only 
a little less extravagant and in almost every regard as thoroughly 
indefensible. The majority re asks for $150,000 for the pu 
indicated by the Secretary of State; and, sad to say, they struck out, 
against my vote, the Indian corn proposition of my intelligent and 
honorable coll e, LMr. Hxwirr. ] Ihave endeavored, by an amend- 
ment and a smaller sam, to rescue the agricultural interest from this 
neglect of the committee. 

WHAT THE MINORITY PROPOSE. 

The minority of the committee, which reported this bill, while not 
agreeing to its constitutionality, see no objection to furnishing Goy- 
ernment vessels for transportation to and from France, free of charge, 
of articles for exhibition; nor do they undertake to say that any 
discourtesy should be allowed in not fully izing the invitation 
of France; but, in carrying out the provisions of the joint resolution, 
they prefer that no tax should be levied for so doubtful a purpose, 
If other gentlemen, however, can find it to be constitutional to vote 
appropriations for these objects, I offer an amendment for funds 
adequate to secure official recognition, to be placed with the Secre- 
tary of State, and another and separate fund for the Commissioner of 
Agriculture, to be used at his discretion. More than that would be 
wasteful excess, ; 

4 SHOP AND SHOW AND A SACRIFICE- 

I proceed to the consideration of the objects—the real and not the 
simulated objects of the bill. This exposition of Paris, like others, 
including our Centennial, savors of the shop and displays like a show. 
There is not a particle of patriotism in it; indeed the old word 
patriotism has almost lost its meaning. We have many persons ready 
to live for and on their country, but it is hard to find within the 
broad domain of this heaven-blessed land one who would die for it. 
To extract money deftly from the Treasury, in our new lexicon, that 
is patriotism, J 

here was a young lady in a New Engiand town to whom a fortune 
was bequeathed. She had a missionary spirit, and called the deacons 
of her church around her to know where she ought to go to bestow 
her and means in saying sinners, The good deacons spoke of 
Timbuctoo and India; but said she, “Is not Paris, too, a very bad 
place 1“ They said it was: full of fashion, frivolity, and wickedness. 
She said she pe, col she would try Paris first. The promoters of 
this bill are equally good. They would save Paris from its sins 
by sewing-machines, pianos, e asta and Indian corn. They 
would sacrifice much of time and labor to reclaim the ignorant and 
bad; only they want our poor people to pay for the pious pilgrimage 
by an appropriation. 

THE FLAG AND AN APPROPRIATION, 

I was in hopes that the persiflage which is always called in to 
glorify such appropriations had evaporated with the centennial year 
and exhibition. Do we not recall how members nts gay George 
Washington, praa on one side of you, Mr. Speaker, and La Fayette 
on the other 

Wo have had the same sublimity of speech on this measure; but 
one tires of a perpetual diet so highly seasoned. This kind of rhetoric, 
Mr. Speaker, would be interesting and harmless if it did not tend to 
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even the Treasury and add fresh burdens to an already overburdened 
people. 


’ FOREIGN RHETORIC ON SIMILAR THEMES. 


Such grandiose expressions have not infrequently been used in 
other countries to fill the swelling exchequers of selfish and mercenary 
men. Even the English exhibitions of 1851 and 1862, which had no 
appropriation, were heralded by a chorus of superb harmonies whose 
powerful tones seemed to ring out in stupendous unison like the 
sixty-five hundred voices which I heard in the Crystal Palace of that 


ear: 
f All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
while “amens” and “hallelujahs” were to usher in the reign of “ 
aud good will to men.” Conquest and carnage were to be abjured 
forever. Alas! for the bloody sequel. 

The main business of that exhibition, so far as America was con- 
cerned, was limited to our frightful edifice of india-rubber, which 
typified the elasticity of our national conscience and development; 
to our thousands of daguerreotypes to show the remarkable wen au 
vanity of our country, to two of our Iowa Indians, who stood in pro- 
found sorrow, betraying their nostalgia, trophies of our conquering 
and implacable civilization, and to the beautiful Greek Slave, the 
occasion of satire and irony upon our instintions! * 

1 MANUFACTURE OF MILLENNIUMS. 

The Paris exhibition of 1862 was also heralded as a harbinger of 
peace among the nations. It was the symbol of the federation of the 
world. Then arose, as soon again will arise, upon the banks of the 
Seine a dazzling edifice, with its imperial commission and splendors. 
Some called it a great sham, an iniquitous job, and a crying scandal; 
but rhetoricians in France, with picturesque verbiage, transformed 
it into a universal con, of art and industry, a giant tournament 
of thinkers and workers, and, as a climax, an infallible guarantee 
of the brotherhood of nations. Yet that Emperor who patronized 
that exhibition of peace and good will, and who, like another Augus- 
tus, had transformed an old metropolis of filth, lawlessness, and vanity 
into a seat of splendor, wdility, aud luxury, fell with France at Sedan, 
and the reign of Mars was postponed only by exhaustion and iusen- 
sate fary. ‘That French exhibition, like that portion of Vienna which 
some fondly called “our own,” was described as one of “jobbers, 
higglers,and hagglers, incredibly avid of riches, unblashingly extor- 
tionate in trade, ceaselessly hungering after franes and centimes.” It 
was not in the power of tho third Napoleon, nor that of the shows 
and shops that belonged to his era of brass and gold, to manufact- 
ure a millenium. 

THE FIELD OF MARS, 

The Champ de Mars had many memories of war and revolution. 

twas upon this field that 8 erected an altar to the Su- 
preme Being. Surrounded by his chiefs, he celebrated the féte by 
dedicating flowers, fruits, and ears of corn, while all swore to defend 
the republic. It was then and there that the grand hymn to God 
was sung, while the awh irae hypocrites offered our innocent maize 
to propitiate the Eternal. It was accounted a grand thing to open 
upon its plaza an exhibition of arts and mechanism, where oriental 
magnificence in fabrics contested the palm with the severer grandeurs 
of western skill. To the sybarite and the mechanic, to the chemist 
and soldier, to artisan and tradesman, to sultan and subject gathered 
upon this historic ground, there seemed for a time to dawn a roseate 
era of universal interchange. Upon that field of Mars, which cen- 
turies before had been the gathering place of warriors, was to be real- 
ized more than the dreams of Utopia. It was to be a mart of industry 
typical of pruning-hooks and plowshares. How long after that, bo- 
fore the German Uhlans encamped within the walls of the fated city ? 

The wars which have since followed show that in giving the 
“ Legion of honor” to the Yankee piano-forte with a fiddle attach- 
meut, or a gold medal for a carved Belgian cupboard, the lion was not 
induced to lie down with the lamb, except he had swallowed the 
lamb. The meanness and rapacity of its promoters were only excelled 
by the dis eful exhibition which our own nation made subso- 
quently at Vienna. 

SHODDY, GOOD AND BAD, 

It was the display of shoddy in its worse sense. I would rescue 
shoddy from its sinister meaning. Shoddy has become a term of re- 
prose, but if you sop its supply the price of wool would double. 

illions of people would then miss their warm winter clothes. Lf, 
however, shoddy is not mixed with new wool, it becomes not only 
a dis to trade, but a just nickname for mercenary roguery. If 
our exhibition at Paris should degenerate into the unmixed shoddy, 
as at Vienna, better not to have exhibited our weakness at all. of 

EXHIBITION THIRST, 

The most that the Paris exhibition did for America was the intro- 
duction of American drinks. There was a perpetual disease in and 
around it called the “ Exhibition thirst,” which was well described by 
George Au Sala as “leading to wandering in spirits and in 
mind.” If you asked any question of the stranger about Paris, he 
dilated upon the“ noggs,” “ cobblers,” “smashes,” “ cocktails,” “ eye- 
openers,” “ moustache-twisters,” and “ corpse-revivers” of the Ameri- 
can restaurant. [Lau 3 Stewed oysters, terrapins, soft-shell 
erabs, canvas-back ducks, and prairie hens were introduced under the 
Stars and Stripes, to the attention, admiration, amazement, and stom- 
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achs of the French population for the first time. Nor are the provis- 
ions of the ori l bill for a corn diet any novelty in France, for 
green corn and sn were as common then as cobblers and cock- 


enc as ak io GEXERAL-WELFARE CLAUSE. 


Under some clanse of our Constitution for the general welfare and 
happiness of mankind. our appropriation for this exhibition is justi- 
fied. Such exhibitions not only fail to give dignity and grandour to 
our character as a nation, but utterly fail to contribute to the 
common defense and general welfare. They fail to usher in that 
intelligence, courage, and unassuming glory which should illustrate 
the first republic of the world. 

STRICT CONSTRUCTION AND RESERVED POWER. 


Seriously, Mr. Chairman, it is about time that the pendulum swung 
from one extreme to the other in relation to constitutional eonstrac- 
tion and taxation. It is true that a seem to be changing on 
vital rules of construction. What has not the last year brought 
forth? Let me use a fable to teach the lesson. It is said that there 
was a giant once who swallowed windmills without choking, but who 
was suffocated next day by a piece of fresh butter! [Laug ne So 
with onr republican State-rights friends. There was nothing too huge 
or crooked which they did not swallow under the war power and for 
twelve years after the war; but when the votes of-States falsely 
personated came to us in a Federal way their hatred of State rights 
vanished. -They swallowed State rights as if they had the Inbricity 
of butter. The recent elections look as if they suffered, if they were 
not suffocated, by the act of deglutition, 

It is well, when our opponents here are carrying reserved rights to 
such extremes, for us to consider how far we are swinging in the 
other direction. If this measure is to be justified in a democratic 
House, where is the limit for any and all objects which hover like 
birds of prey about the Treasury ? 

Whatever good may be done ourindustries by such expositions, 
there are many distinguished in public life who are not ready to 


admit that there is any authority to tax for any such purpose. hen 
we ask those who favor such schemes for any nt of power to 
sanction such appropriations, they spread into platitndes. In the 


Centennial debate one member justified the appropriation by saying 
that we had a right to show other nations that we exist, and, thers- 
fore, an appropriation was justifiable. (Record, Forty-first Congress, 
first session, page 522.) As Mr. Townsend, of Pennsylvania, remarked. 
We have more than five billions to render it certain that this nation 
shall exist. We have spent five billions to have a centennial, and when you come 
to the constitutional question—tho question of right—I say, sir, that if a nation 
has a right to exist, it a right to ww to the world that If doce exist. 
Another member argued that, as it only cost three and a half cents 
apiece to our ple, and as it was the boiled-down essence of all 
the Fourth of Julys for a handred years, tho appropriation was con- 
stitutional, Another member argued that, inasmuc. 
almost a terra incognita to Europe, by bringing Europe to us, we would 
enable its people to see our country for themselves; and therefore it was 
constitutional to appropriate a million and a half of dollars. Another 
argued that, as the retina of the soul would be painted by panoramas 
of Banker Hill and of Yorktown, and of Washington buffeting with 
the waves of the icy Delaware, it was constitutional. [Laughter.] 
Aside from this irrelevant rhetoric I put a question as one belong- 
ing to the old school of strict constructionists, from which I have 
rarely deviated in a long service: Where is the power in Congress 
to grant such an adh arama Point to a line which justifies 
it! Standing on the ancient ways, if we have failed before, let 
us now assert that it is greater to preserve our fundamental law 
from infraction than to spread over all the continents every division 
of ourindustry, commercial, mechanical, physical, economical, or mis- 
cellaneons. As the greater includes the less; as the creator is above 
the creature, is it not a greater incentive to other nations to be- 
hold our Republic preserve its integrity and its Constitution, its 
genius and polity, its many-in-one, its local distinct from its Federal 
power over affairs, than to display all our wealth or power in mere 
material success? What are all the arts, whether related to the 
alimentary, sanitary, domiciliary, locomotive, sensitive, intellect- 
ual, or social life, which make up these universal shows, compared 
with the elemental and undying principles which lift onr Republic 
above the waves of time and the tempests of revolution? Weave 
what warp and woof you may ; delve fur the mineral, however rich ; 
construct your titanic machines, however grand, complicated, or 
refined; calculate your longitudes or discover new moons by mathe- 
maties and telescopes; put your girdle around the carth or under 
tho sea, by chemistry; chisel the Greek Slave with Powers; excel 
Gerome or Meissonier or Rosa Bonheur upon the easel; display terra- 
cottas more beautiful than those of Harzé, bronzes better than Bar- 
Lédienne’s, or porcelain the peer of Sèvres; ta and carpets rival- 
ing the Gobelins or Aubesson ; jewelry to outshine Christofle, of Paris, 
or Castellani, of Rome; make mosaics than of Salviati, or the 
enamels better than those of Le Pecq; reproduce here the ceramic 
and other lost arts which are now reviving throughout Europe; and 
ou will yet findnoco nsation in these secomp! ents, in the mim- 
icry and mummery of the army of honorary nabobs, dandies, and bum- 
mers who cluster about a foreign exhibition. Much lesa, sir, will these 
achievements condone forany ture in its smallest part of the t- 
est refinement of civil polity, which is illustrated in our political faith, 


as America was 


order, and Constitution. Applause] Not for all the grandenr ot 
mechanical science and skill should we barter this precious principle 
of construction applied to that instrament by all our best statesmen 
and courts, namely, that powers not granted by the Constitution can- 
not be exercised by Congress, and that no powers are granted except 
what are expressed as such, or are fairly iuferable as requisite means 
to attain the end of a power itself granted. 
THE TAXING CLAUSE—ITS MEANING. 


Such appropriations as that now under discussion have been 
songht to be justified by the first clause of the eighth section of the 
first article of the Constitution: 


Cong ress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, 
to paví the dobta and provide for common defense and general welfare of the 


If, under this clause, this appropriation can be made, we are on an 
nncertain aud limitless sea; any appropriation, for any purpose, is 
then possible. If this clause be applicable, it is a lie to say that our 
Government is one of special and enumerated powers. 

Is it said that by the words “ general welfare” no appropriation can 
be made unless it is designed to effect that object ? Who is to deter- 
mine what isthe general welfare? Congress, then, at its discretion, 
Bay determine what is or is not for the general welfare. There is 
no limit to the power. You can take money for any purpose. By 
a like loose construction you may establish schools in Thibet or 
extract sunbeams from cucumbers. Mr, Chairman, there is but one 
rule; it is inflexible. You can only provide for the general welfare 
by exercising the powers that are delegated to you in the Constitu- 
tion. Yon cannot go ontside of the express delegations of power, 
and roam at will, to find something that might promote that welfare. 

PRECEDENTS. 

It will not do to say that precedents have been made. Almost 
every provision of the Constitatioh has been downtrodden by bad 
administration or legislation. It is the erying sin of our time that 
our lands and moneys have been squand that scoundrels and 
bankrupts might live in luxury. And even for a good purpose I 
should never sanction an erroneous construction of the Constitution 
lest a precedent should creep in upon the State, for its dishonor and 
ruin. 

The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER, ] who is both a lawyer 
and a publicist, in the Centennial discussion divided this power to lay 
and collect taxes, &c., into three branches, (Record, Fourty-fourth 
Congress, first session, page 510:) First, as to laying and collecting ; 
second, as to paying debts and providing for the common dcfeuse and 

neral welfare; and, third, a qualification on the power in the first 

ranch of the sentence. 


To suppose— 

Said he— 7 
that the learned men of the convention had injected as a substantial powcr the 
words in the second branch of the sentence, and then in the third branch qualified 
the first branch, would be to attribate to them a miserable lack of knowledge of 
tho rules of grammar and of style. Hence the usual and generally ed con- 
straction of the two clauses has been that it attached to the first clause as a defi- 
nition of the purposes of tho tax power, limiting its use only to such objects; and 
that the second clause cannot be clearly held to contain a new and substantial 
grant of power. 

Who ever believed that this power to levy and collect taxes, &c., 
is ade as it has been by Mr. Madison in the forty-first number 
of The Federalist, amoun to an unlimited commission to exercise 
every power which may be alleged to be necessary for the common 
defense or general welfare? „No stronger proof,” said he, “can be 
given of the distress under which these writers labor for objections 
than their stooping to such a misconstruction. Error,” he said, 
“ would always receive its own condemnation.” 

THE RULE APPLIED TO EXHIBITIONS PAST. 


Then let me inquire whether a bill of this kind comes within such 
a construction as I have indicated. Surely there has existed much 
doubt as to our authority to vote money for these shows. Austria 
invited us to Vienna, first on the 12th of July, 1870, and, finding us 
reluctant, again on the 22d of September, 1871. Con took no 
action until June 10, 1872, and then authorized the President to ap- 

int our agents; but provided: “ That such appointments shall not 
poss on this Government any liability for the expense which they 
may occasion.” This was all, until February 14, 1873, when $200,000 
were passed through Congress, Of this nearly all was spent; how, 
will ap hereafter. But our first cautious action is to be noted. 
We bad not then entered so largely on speculations by act of Congress. 

Again: In the case of the Centennial GI ghd tiene atits inception, 
in 1872, its promoters were so doubtful of the power of appropriation 
that they simply asked for and obtained an act of Con creating 
a commission to prepare plans and buildings but providing that the 
United States should not be liable for any expense attending such 
exhibition or by reason of the same. If this was the cautious action 
at first as to the Centennial, what can we say of the audacity of 
those who would unconstitationally create a merce expedition 
to Paris, to exhibit their goods, wares and merchandise, for their 
own greed and gain? Who contends seriously that for the purpose 
of transporting samples and advertising them in Paris, an army 
of officers, such as this measure proposes, was ever contemplated 
by the men who framed our organic law? If the fathers of the 
Republic were jealous of cutangling alliances abroad, and made _ 
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our country respected and great through independence of Europe, 
where is the authority to impress ween the effete dynasties of the 
Old World or their republican copyists in France, our toys, and drinks, 
and boot-jacks, and turnips, and all the variety of our mineral, agri- 
cultural, and manufacturing products? Were not these matters to be 
left to economic laws? Where is the clause of the Constitution to 


levy and collect taxes, that our rich manufacturers may display their 
gin and buttons, tkeir gutta-percha and glue, their iron machines 
and agricul implements before the world f 


FOREIGNERS COPY OUR INVENTIONS. 

First. If such appropriations were constitutional how would it aid 
our artisans or manufacturers by showing foreigners how to copy our 
inventions, improve upon our skill, or only to make an outlet and 
market for our products, which must of course be temporary, if it is 
intended to teach other nations our tricks of trade and our genius for 
improvement? There are many manufacturers who understand what 
is meant by this comment on onr display. It helps a temporary 
market only to ruin it permanently. 

APPROPRIATIONS NOT NECESSARY TO TRADE. 

Second. Suppose that such exhibitions do enlarge onr markets, as 
contended for by the eloquent member from Wisconsin, [Mr. WILL- 
IAMS, ] and constitute an incentive to other nations to improve upon 
their machinery and production, cannot the same object be accom- 
plished without a violation of the Constitution or without an appro- 
priation by Con Does it require a torture of the one or an act 
of the other to inspire the maker of soft textures of wool, or fine 
linen, or glossy silk? Do we need the stimulus of an exposition to 
bring our meat-stuffs, bread-stuffs, butter, cattle, horses, and 
mules into a foreign market? Did the Centennial make our grain 
crops? Already we are growing in our export trade by the hundred 
millions, through refrigerators and steam, quick transit and smart 
ge 1 did not inspire Jacquard’s dream, out of 
which came wonderful loom. Did the Corliss engine, mighty as 
a Titan to rend the oak, result from the Centennial or autedate it? 
Was it a Government appropriation which gaye Whitney’s cotton- 

in tothe South, with its three hundred millions saved per annum? 
Pia ‘the exhibition of 1851 cause McCormick’s reaper or only show 
it off? Suppose that the exhibition should incite to the discovery 
of new elements of industry for the amelioration of mankind, does 
it follow that a Government appropriation is necessary for that pur- 
pose? Did Congress start the sewing-machine, or the Gatling gun, 
or the steamship, or Bessemer steel? If the truth were told, these 
matters came in spite of Con We have American hardware 
stores in Germany, and our cottons now go to South America, but it 
is in spite of Federal law. Does Steinway or Weber want an act of 
Congress to send their pianos to a market, or Wheeler & Wilson their 
sewing-machines to Japan, or Herring his safes to Enrope? They 
are there already. Point to a single of the statutes where 
a dollar has been authorized to be expended, except indirectly, by 
tariffs, except to hurt and not to help trafic and labor. 4 

Was it becanse Franklin was a member of the constitutional con- 
vention that he discovered new uses for the electric phenomena 
which then attracted the attention of the scientific world, or was it 
because he was a volunteer without aid, enlisting in the army of sci- 
ence? He was a simple member of a literary society in Philadelphia. 
Having his attention called to a recent discovery, the phenomena of 
the Leyden jar, from that moment he put the question, cut bono? 
He wrote to the Royal Society of London bis first disappointment in 
failing to find any practical application of the science: 

Chagrined a litile— 

He wrote— 
that we have hitherto been able to produce nothing in the way of use to mankind, 
aud the hot weather coming on, when electrical experiments are not so agreeable. 
222öͤĩùVU 8 

y 0! . — „ * 
fs fired — a — 1 — to side throagh the: river, witheat any har pas: 
dnetor than the water, an e ment which we some time since performed to the 


amazement of many. A turkey is to be killed for dinner by the electrical shoc 
and roasted by the electrical jack before a firo kindled by the electrical bottle 


Since known as the Leyden phial— 
when the health of all the famous clectricians in England, Holland, France, and 
Germany are to bo drank in electrified bumpers, under the harge of guns from 
the electrical battery. 


True, afterward he invented lightning-rods, with pointed con- 
ductors, to save houses and ships and what not; but at first so averse 
were the laughing philosophers of the Royal Society to Franklin’s 
“points” that they actually caused blunt conductors to be placed 
upon the British palace! But did Franklin ask for an appropriation ? 

Was the safety-lamp, or the locomotive, or the wonderful art and 
mechanism displayed in printing-machines and calico-printing, in 
hydranlic machinery, the construction of bridges, Whitworth’s mi- 
crometer, turning, planing, boring and cutting machines, or his 
wondrous lathe, the result of English or French exhibitions? True, 
they were exhibited there, and their exhibition may haye been the 
cause of other and better inventions; but I deny that the Euglish 
exhibition of 1851 became instrumental through Government aid for 
such purposes, 

THE EXHIBITION OF J851—NO APPROPRIATION. 


There was not a shilling appropriated by Great Britain for that. 


exhibition or its London and Dublin successors, although Parliament 
is not restrained as we are by any question of constitutional want of 


wer. The success of that exhibition was due to the action of the 
iberal-minded Prince Albert, who offered himself to the public as 
their leader. It was long discussed whether it should be limited 
to British industry; for there was an isolation about tho British 
mind then that led to a prejudice against foreign uct ions of 
machinery, science, and taste. It was doubted then many, as it 
has been doubted much in this country, by a class of economists, 
whether such productions, which are of no country but belong to 
the world, would be of particular advantage to British industry by 
being placed in competition. 

The great exhibition of 1851 was the beginning of a new era of 
British prosperity, because it opened a thousand shut avenues of trado, 
Paxton's mri palace, itself a greater wonder than of all within ig 
was exhibited by England as a spectacle of the world’s progress an 
as a token of future English supremacy, 

When its blazing arch of glass i 
Leaped liko a fonntain from the grass 
To weet the sun. 
When its rare pavilion had been built and glassed, and sung by poets 
and blessed by arch bishops, was there any dedication by goverument f 
As M. Chevalier writes, (Dr. Larduer's Great Exhibition, page 479 :) 


It was organized, and completed, from first to last, without govern- 
mental interference. Tho arrangements were imade, the plans prepared, the work 
executed, without the authorities claiming the initiation or d to take the 


tronage of the enterprise. 
ce twenty times more ministerial 

and publ a hundred times more scraps of paper blotted in the bureau o 
French ministry of commerce than in that of the Board of Trade of London. 


OVERLEGISLATION. 


Doubtless Prince Albert took the largest share in the arrangements, 
but it was in his individual acity. It was personal influence 
alone, more considerable than his rank, that he brought to bear. 
Private meetings began as early as 1849. Communications were sent 
to industrial establishments, but no law ordinance, no order of coun- 
cil, was ever issued. Moneys were raised, medals and rewards were 
provided for, capitalists, manufacturers, and public-spirited men or- 
ganized and consummated the exhibition. The only interference of 
government was the semblance of an official nomination ee the Queen 
of the royal commission, In our amendment to this bill, the minority 
contemplate similar recognition. At one time the English govern- 
ment was solicited to take a 1 share of the direction of the euter- 
pon of 1851, on the ground that it was indispensablo to success; 

ut, wisely appreciating the part it should take, it declined the offer, 
“ which,” says M. Chevalier, “iu any other country wonld have been 
an irresistible temptation.” The collective force which made that 
exhibition the wonder of the world came out of the liberty of pri- 
vate enterprise. It was an illustration of fitness to govern by self- 
abnegation of power. 

This interference by Government with such mere material interests 
is a pregnant example of bad government, or what Herbert Spencer 
calls “ overlegislation.” It received a stab from the lips of Governor 
Tilden on his return feom Europe, in general denunciation of Federal 
interference in extraneous aud private objects, As in France the guv- 
ernment takes e of the smallest details, from the ruuning of a 
bath to the raising of horses; asin Spain orin Turkey the government 
either manufactures cigars or farms out its revenues, thus illustrat- 
ing the pernicions principle of monopoly, oppression, aud intervention, 
so in our country in these latter days we are beginning to copy these 
pernicious patterns of paternal government, 

FAIRS ARE NOT A NEW THING, 

The Exhibition of 1851 was the first of the international kind. Be- 
fore that time the various nations of Europe and of Asia had their fairs 
andshows. They date from the earliest eras. TheGreeksand Romaus 
had them. The German term “ massen,“ from mass, meant a fair. 
In France they are thirteen hundred years old. Alfred the Grea 
brought them toGreat Britain. Hundreds of thousands have attend 
the French fairs, Mecca has had them, and the Ganges has seen its 
thousands of trades thus gathered. I have seen them in remote parts 
of Northern Africa, where men—nomads of the plain, and traders of 
the city—come together to buy and sell, barter and learu. The great- 
est of all these is iu Asia, on the borders of China, at Nizhni Novogorod, 
where thousands semi-yearly congregate, But 1851 gave a new impe- 
tus to these undertakings, running not through days and weeks but 
whole seasons. Since 1851, there have been not less than twenty 
universal exhibitions, including our own Centennial, besides the 

t fairs of London, Paris, and Vienna, Munich, Florence, New 
ork, Amsterdam, Dublin, Cork, Cologne, Lyons, Oporto, Stettin, aud 
even Now Zealand and Japan, have had their grand symposia of 
industry. If we are to begin appro: raona tor wach universal objecta, 
where e 


Fur such an exhibition there would have been in 
ordinances issued, official circulars si res 


where are we to draw the line an 


THE ENGLISH EXHIBITIONS WITHOUT APPROPRIATIONS. 

I remember well, when eats -five years younger, visiting that 
more than Aladdin palace in Hyde Park. That mighty building yet 
rises among my earliest and most attractive reminiscences. Day 
after day I wandered along its aisles, wondering at the mystery of 
the maker and the genius of the inventor, astounded at the power 
which combined the atoms of earth, water, and air, and harnessed the 
forees of nature, as the outward symbol of the everlasting brain of 
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What Professor 
Sewell wrote of the divine Plato, likening his ethics toa splendid 


aggressive man. But it had no appropriation ! 


Gothic monster, 
into splendors: 
We may stand among his venerable works as in a vast and 
Vistas and aisles of thought opening on every side; high thou 
mind te heaven; and niches and cells within ce 
fusion, and a veil of tracery and fol and 
bat all rich with a light streamin 


iage grotesq 
throngh dim religious forms; all leadin; to 
God; all blest an effinence Elias, thenghenn offense dimmed. and half 
lost in the contaminated reason of man. 

Yet, Mr. Chairman, there was no appropriation for that d exhi- 
bition! What manifestations of beauty and of art from all lands rise 
upon my vision as I recall that palace of industry! Ancient and mod- 
ern times alike contributed to adorn and ag this palace, and yet 
there was no rj Mariage From China to Peru, from the mines of 
Norway and of Mexico, from the fabricators of India, from the go 
geous east, with its barbaric purple and gold interwoven in its tex- 
tures, to the rude hut and spear of the American Indians and Afri- 
can Caffirs, there was one grand picture of human industry, to illus- 
trate the maxim of the son of Sirach, of ancient Jewish time: 

The principal things for the whole use of man's life are water, fire, iron, and 
salt, flour of wheat, honey, milk, aud the blood of grape, oil, and clothing. 

All for the délectation and utility ef our kind. This rare exhibi- 
tion and forerunner of so many others, not only did not depend upon 

vernment | for its success but refused them as a means for 

ts consummation. From that time England increased her colonial 
and foreign Her exports up to the time of her next great 
exhibition in 1862 more than doubled. Her colonies e out of 
discontent and difficulty; and while the great streams of her empire 
were brid, by triumphant mechanism, all parts of her dependen- 
cies were imbound in a common British glory. Yet not one shilling 
from the government sided in this work. 

When the great exhibition of 1851 in England was 23 
who forward to contribute funds voluntarily ? A hundred thou- 
sand dollars was at once subscribed, for medals and awards; three 
hundred thousand then followed for other 8 Messrs. Munday, 

contractors, proposed to undertake the construction of the 
uilding at their own risk. Their offer was declined, because they 
were contractors. One individual, Mr. Peto, who then bore the same 
relation to England and her railroads that certain men now sustain 
to ours, subscribed $250,000 ; and a banker, Mr. Lloyd, followed; and 
the financial notabilities who answer to our Coopers, Seligmans, Bel- 
monts, and other rich men gave individual tees amounting to 
$100,000, upon which the Bank of England offered to make advances. 
Five thousand people registered themselves as promoters; nearly ten 
millions’ worth of articles was shown ; six million ple visited it, and 
a balance of £213,305 15s. 8d., or nearly $1,000,000,000 resulted as net 
profit. It was not necessary, as it is not now necessary, that govern- 
ment should give bounties to have the concurrence of other govern- 
ments for such objects. 

The exhibition of 1851 succeeded because of the courage of the 
thonght that international rivalry could be accomplished without 
ET . 1862 by pri terprise. The advantages of 

t was re in vate en van 

such enterprise to England 5 — 1851 and 1862 need not be coim- 
mented on. It encou free trade; it repealed the duties on soap 
and paper, the only manufactures then which had been thwarted by 
excise restrictions, It increased the facilities by post and abolished 
taxes on knowledge. It led to the repeal of duties on raw materials. 
It gave strength to English production in all its branches and yet 
not a government penny for appropriation! Is it possible that we 
cannot our flag abroad without the suggestion of lucre and the 
meanness of speculation ? 


P OUR CAPITALISTS BEGGING GOVERNMENT HELP. 
And yet the capitalists of this country—$500,000,000 represented 
come in the name of our pauper labor and ask additional taxes to be 
laid upon our workingmen for their own special and glory. If 
these capitalists desire so much to assist the laboring-men and to do 
it by means which are themselves considered doubtful, why not adopt 
the bill of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WRIGHT, ] to take 
from the Treasury money enough to send the of our cities, 
packed in tenement-houses and almost destitute of good food, shelter, 
and pears ted the rich prairies of the West or the teeming savan- 
nas of the South. 


I felt, as I wandered into these mazes, far sinking 


OUR SCIENCE AT HOME. 


But if gentlemen must spend money to glorify our science and art, 
let them go to our Observatory and observe its dilapidated condition. 
Yet what a pride, legitimate and glorious, has it not become? It en- 
ables us to determine points within our own land, their latitudes and 
longitudes, boundaries and stations. Co-operating with the Navy, it 
determines points abroad. It is the depot where the chronometets 
for the Navy are kept and rated, and from which naval vessels are 
supplied with them on going into commission. It drops a time-ball 
at noon from its own dome, and, hapo oe the agency of the telegraph 
wires, a ball at noon also in the city of New York, and gives the time 
to the wires for transmission through the United States. It has ren- 
dered essential aid to the American Ephemeris and Nautical Alma- 
nac by perfecting the tables indispensable to the navigator and the 
astronomer. Quotations from foreign scientific reviews could be ad- 


duced to prove that the work of the United States Observatory is 
highly appreciated abroad. The distinguished astronomer of Rome. 
P. Secchi, places erin the first class the observatories of 
Pulkova, Greenwich, and Washington. The search for new objects 
has never been made a part of the regular work of the Observatory, 
because it has been felt that an institution sapporjed at the expense 
of the nation should confine its energies to fields known to be remn- 
nerative. Still it has taken a place near the highest as a seat of dis- 
covery. The first discovery of a planet made on this side of the At- 
lantic was by Mr. F. m, in 1854, with the old telescope of the 
Observatory. Recently, the discovery of two satellites of Mars by 
Professor Hall must, by common consent of astronomers, rank as the 
greatest telescopic discovery since that of Neptune in 1846. 

And this, our home institution, so handsomely glorified, is located 
so as to kill off its officials by malaria; and is as rickety and unsafe 
asif it had seen a century of decay. When we talk of arts and science 
let our benefactions at home! 


OUR VIENNA DISGRACE. 


How unlike was this unsubsidized exhibition compared with our part 
inthatof Vienna. Ihaveendeavored to inform myself as tothe material 
effects of the itious at Paris and Vienna, of which we have elab- 
orate reports—six volumes of the former and four of the latter. Our 
Centennial re. perhaps forty volumes, are not yet out. But I do 
not rely on the official reports from Vienna. They did not develo 
the unpleasant facts. I have in my hand a volume with pictori 
illustrations, showing the beautiful grounds and the buildings which 
were erected at Vienna, and the classifications and divisions under 
which the invitation to our own country was accepted. Our part in 
that è tion was simp! 7 fal. Although $200,000 were 
appropriated by Con or our display at Vienna, decent Ameri- 
cans were ashamed of the untidy manner of it and the ness of 
its cp mY Our articles on exhibition, with few excep- 
tions, were those that were common to our shops. The American 
exhibitors bore, unaided, the expense of putting their goods on ex- 
hibition. They paid for the care of them while there, as well as for 
the space occupied. They erected their own stands, There was no 
bureau for information, no plan for interpreting. Notwithstanding 
the large appropriation, we borrowed of our British cousins the very 

ters and laborers to do the work. The best exhibitors placed 
their goods as best they could, assisted by private purses, The dec- 
orations furnished by our commission were meager and cheap. With 
a few hundred dollars the self-constituted exhibitors made the best 
show. There was no sufficient clerical force to conduct the business, 
and most of the reports are translations from those of other nations. 
Annoyance was the rule. Says the author (Mr. Meigs) of the volume 
before me 

In fact when the exhibitor arrived, his goods not having been sent by Govern- 
ment ships, but at his own e: he was directed by friends to a private gen- 
tleman of Cincinnati, who pia a both German and Engish, and who, fortunately 
for the conntry, assumed to t a largo number of exhibitors. He was 
enabled to do what the com n could not do: procure the goods from the cus- 
tom-house or railways, where they were stored, and whose officers knew not what 
to do with them. 

But, after all our appropriation, what was exhibited, even with its 

aid? Some sewing-machines, inferior to the European ; some cereals 
and other 1 and a pork-packing association of Cincinnati, 
which onght to have been enga in the slaughter of the American 
commissioners instead of the innocent preparation of foreign pork. 
We had a school exhibition which attracted attention ; not superior, 
however, to those of other countries, because not a fair sample of our 
own. The exhibition of machinery was better, and not quite so dis- 
n ful. In fact we lost prestige, and seemed rather to be retrograd- 
iing than advancing in the ues of these illustrations. We had shoe- 
machinery, fire-places, pud shuttle-throwers, tire-setters, of 
which we had a right to be proud; but everything seemed to depend 
spon the exhibitor, and nothing was done by the commission from 
which to derive any benefit from the exhibition. The first chairman 
of the commission held his 3 to serve himself; but something was 
reseued from the universal di by several gentlemen, and among 
them Mr. Schultz, of New Y: They did not need ra 15 salaries to 
do it either. Out of the $200,000 appropriated, scarcely fifty thousand 
were made serviceable, 

Go with me to Vienna during this interesting season. While the 
soul-stirring strains of Strauss transport you ivto a German Valhalla, 
where Dreher’s beer flows more abundantly than the musie, our com- 
missioners are jangling like bells out of tune. While the throngs of 
happy Viennese wander under the glare of lamps iu the Volksgarten, 
or drive in state along the Prater, our American exhibitors are mak- 
ing the air vocal with bickering and jealousy. 

NORTH CAROLINA ON EXHIBITION. 

The ers wrangling, tes and confusion incident to this dis- 
graceful exhibition were only relieved by two exceptions, and these 
were maps. The first, a map of North Carolina, with a collection of 
its produ cotton, rice, tobacco, grain, wine, and silk. The first 
expression of every American who chanced to see your map, sir, [re- 
ferring to Mr. Davis, of North Carolina, ] was, “I never knew before 
the character and value of that State.“ [Laughter.] What with dilat- 
ing upon the special advantages of our Rip Van Winkie State, and 
his magnificent forests of pine; its “tar, pitch, and turpentine,” the 
author from whom I quote says that map was a beautiful feature, by 
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which the pupil “was not forced, but trapped, into learning its at- 
tractive merits.” 
DU LUTH. 

He also calls attention to another map, which he says was most cred- 
itable to the people of this country, and of the greatest importance 
and interest to the whole world. Ispeak,” says he, “ of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad, whieh showed a‘ very large map of their projected 
railway from the Pacifie Ocean to Du Luth!’ [Laughter.] Ilook about 
me for the oO from Kentucky, [Mr. Knotr,] whose name is 
as immortal as Da Luth. kEanghter] The map was of a very fine 
order, with beautiful marginal photographic illustrations. It showed 
the topography, the profile of its elevations, its woods, &c. It was 
accompanied with statistical information, coupled with cereals and 
products of the country.“ Our author does not say that the speech 
of Hon. J. PROCTOR KNOTT accompanied this map as its commentary ; 
but $200,000, Mr. Speaker, is a small sum compared with the inesti- 
mable utility of such speeches in unmasking the shams and sins of 
our speculative and subsidized fellow-countrymen. [Laughter.] 

It is unnecessary to recall the agricultural products and noble pur- 

of the owners of Du Luth to show the House how we were re 

resented abroad. A few citations from my friend’s remarks will add 
to the gravity of the subject. When the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. KNotr] was aroused to the importance of Du Luth and had 
rushed to the library, panting as the hart for the water-brook, he 
found—what? [Laughter.] One of the Du Luth maps, the very 
map at Vienna. [Laughter.] He first found the position of Du 
Luth. I quote: 

Sir, had it not been for this map, kindly furnished me x pee lature of 
Minnesota, I might have down to my obscure and humble grave in an agony 
of despair, because I could nowhere find Du Luth. [Renewed — 3 Had snc 
been my melancholy fate, I have no doubt that with the last feeble pulsation of my 
breaking heart, with the last faint exhalation of my fleeting breath, I should have 
whispered, “ Whereis Du Luth?” [Roars of lang ter.] 

But, thanks to the beneficence of that band of min angels who have their 
bright abodes in the far-off capital of Minnesota, just as the agony of my anxiety 
was about to culminate in the of despair, this blessed map was placed in my 
bands; and as I unfolded ita bea e sceno of ineffsblo opened before 
mo, such as I imagine burst upon the enra; vision of the wandering peri 
through the opening gates of ise. [Renewed laughter. There, there Be the 
first time, my enchanted eye rested upon the ravishing word“ Du Luth.“ k 


It gentlemen will examine it they will find Du Luth not only in the center of tho 
map, but represented in the center of a series of concentric one hundred 
miles apart, and some of them as much as four thousand miles in diameter, om- 
bracing alike in their tremendous sweep the fragrant savannas of the sunlit South, 
and the eternal solitudes of snow that mantle the ice bound North.. [Laughter | 
How these circles were uced is perhaps one of those primordial mysterics that 
the most skillful paleologist will never be ablo to explain. {Renewed laughter.} 
But tho fact is, sir, Du Luth is pre-eminently a cen lace, for I am told ty gen- 
tlemen who have been so reckless of their own personal safety as to venture away 
into those awful regions where Du Lath is supposed to be thatit is so exactly in the 
center of the visible universe that the sky comes down at precisely the same dis- 
tanco all around it. os of ng rake i 

I find by reference to this map that Du Luth is situated somewhere near the west- 
ern end of Lake Soper, but as there is no dot or other mark indicating its exact 
location I am unable to say whether it is actually confined to any 8 spot, 
or whether “it is just lying around there loose." [Renewed langhter.] I really 
cannot tell whether it is one of those othereal creations of intellectual frost-work, 
more intangible than the rose-tinted clouds of a summor sunset; one of those airy 
oxhalations of the speculator’s brain, which I am told are ever flitting in the form 
of towns and cities along those lines of railroad built with Government subsidies, 
Inring the unwary settler as the mirage of the desert lures the famishing traveler 
on and ever on. until it fades away in the darkening horizon, or whether it is a 
real, bona fide, substantial city, all “staked off,” with the lots marked with their 
owners's like that proud commercial metropolis recently discovered on the 
desirable shores of San Domingo. [Laughter.] But, however that may be, I am 
satisfied Du Luth is there, or thereabont, for I see it stated here on this map that 
it is exactly thirty-nine hundred and ninety miles from Liverpool. [Laughter.] 
Though I have no doubt, for the sake of convenience, it will be moved back ten 
miles, so as to make the distance an even four thousand, [Renewed laughter.) 


It is injustice to my friend to quote further unless I insert the whole 
speech as a commentary on subsidizing private speculations. The 
ee of that climate, its sandy soil, its Piegan Indians and 

uffalo bulls—[langhter]—but, sir, I refrain, only remarking that 
this exhibition of Du Luth was the crowning glory of the American 
exhibition at Vienna. It teaches a lesson also as to other exhibitions. 

This Vienna exhibition seemed to be yer Sond ge pene Fifty 
thousand dollars was io be expended for salaries and expenditures of 
all persons receiving places authorized by the resolntion, anál as the 
artisans and scientific ee were the only 8 authorized to 
be appointed by the resolution, it is clear that the money was waste- 
fully used and has never been satisfactorily accounted for, which is 
another warning to us as to'a bill of this nature. 


TBE FIVE-HUNDRED-MILLION-DOLLAR PETITION. 


A petition has been presented in favor of this measure, and the 
statement was widely disseminated by telegraph that it represented 
five hundred millions of capital in New York City alone. If these 
capitalists, mostly bankers, are so anxions for the exposifion of their 
goals why do they not themselves pay the expenses? Is this Con- 
gress to bo forever at the call of capital? Have not the syndicate, 
the subsidists, the tariff henefieiaries, and the bounty-fed mail lines 
had enongh to do with. this Congress, to its scandal? When those 
who bave been made rich by tariffs and who have foisted their fal- 
lacies upon the Government through foreign erhibitions shall come 
forward to aid the werkingmen in some practical way without draw- 


ing from the Treasury, I could then understand the reason why strikes 
should cease and armies be limited. 


CORN AND ITS KITCHEN. 


But to hide the little devices i rated in this bill, to hoodwink 
the farming interests, and to serve rich men and manufacture 
who wil] m. for their own interests under it, an amendment wi 
be offered providing that we shall have an American kitchen to cook 
Indian corn in various ways. In that kitchen are to be taught all the 
arts of making and cooking the multifarious pre tions of Indian 
corn. It is to be sold as near cost as possible, and to be distributed 
gratuitously in “receipts” for cooking, in the various tongues repre- 
sented at the exhibition. [Laughter.] A man is to be selected tostand 
in the kitchen and explain the best methods of preparing and cooking. 
Weare to have interpreters in all the tongues at Paris, Chinese, Japan- 

Otaheitan, Berber, Turkish, Persian, Greek, Italian, Choctaw, &c.— 
all, It will not only be pentecostal, bnt costly. A heathen Chinee 
approaches my friend from New York, [Mr. Hewitt, ] for of course 
he will be a commissioner—I think my friend from Indiana [Mr. 
HAMILTON] called him a “grand high commissionnaire of hominy.” 
He asks, “Amelikee man, give me co’nee on the ear.” [Laughter.} 
He gives it; hot, stale corn. Does he enjoy it? See when he returns: 
“Amelikee man give me univelsal cholikee—hellee!” [Great laugh- 
ter.] But, sir, the alimentary question is too great for present dis- 
cussion. [Laughter.] 

This proposition for a kitchen and corn, with its interpretation 
presupposes, first, that we are the only country that raises this cerea 
and that no other country has any knowledge of it; and second, 
that it will open a large market for our corn abroad. As to the 
first, I need not say what I mentioned to my colleague when he was 
present before our committee, that the armies at present on the Dan- 
ube and in Armenia are in part living upon maize of their own raising. 


CORN ALREADY RAISED ABROAD. 


One wonld infer from the statements made that no Indian corn was 
roduced in Europe. I have no statistics of recent production, bnt 
n Ruggles’s report from the Paris exposition of 1867 he aggregates the 

total European production at 258,782,340 bushels per annum. In 1860 
we had about twice that number. If the same ratio prevails, Europe 
makes about seven or eight hundred millions. And we are told that 
we should introduce our samples to induce Europe ‘to accept: maize 
into their households! France alone must produce over seventy-live 
millions, but of that I cannot k. Her product in 1867 was about 
thirty millions, and she has likely preserved her increase with the rest. 
But as we produce more than twice as much per capita of grain of all 
kinds there is a need, in the interest of human food and its consump- 
tion, of removing needless obstacles which would render any great 
famine impossible. Free trade in corn has become an axiom of econ- 
omy and a right of humanity. How best our corn market can be 
enla will be considered before I conclude. I have provided for 
that in my amendment of $50,000 to be expended by the Department 
of Agriculture. 
MAIZE WELL KNOWN ABROAD. 


Maize has always been known in France. It is as well known as tho 
gee de foie gras. That dainty is the monoply of diplomatic dinners. 
t even spread to America without an exposition. It invaded, accord- 
ing to a volume I have before me, the town of my friend who sits by 
me, [Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania.) 

Mr. WRIGHT. Oh, no. It never came to my district. 

Mr. COX, of New York. It was a coal district, in Pottsville, Penn- 

lvania, and it invaded it with a general indigestion. [Laughter.] 
How is it made? Sanderson, in his “American in Paris,” page 129, 
tells us: ; 

The goose is now inclosed immovably in a box, where it is crammo/l with maize 
and oll and other succulent f and its eyes put out so that it may give the 
whole of ite to digestion—as that old Greek philosopher, who put out his 

to 3 .— whole mind to reflection and a dropsical repletion of dhe ver bein 
by the atony of tho absorbents, the liver (tho only part of a goose that 
now of any account in Europe,) is ready for the market. 

Maize for such a purpose becomes not only indispensable, but dip- 
lomatic, constitutional, and patriotic. . 

Maize was well known to Europe, as early as when Joel Barlow 
execnted his “Hasty-Pudding.” The lively, entertaining, and homely 
gaiety of that is in agreeable contrast with the vity anıl 
stateliness of author’s general style and the reports that come to 
us from the Paris exposition of 1867. Barlow had traveled abroad. 
He had worsbiped the tawny Ceres in other lands; his heart had ex- 
panded to meet it in Savoy, where his m was written. He did 
not find it in Paris, where shameless Bacchus reveled, nor in London, 
lost in smoke and steeped in tea; but he “ recognized its yellow face, 
that strong complexion of true Indian race,” at the foot of the Al 
He had fonnd it in the Levant under the alias of polanta ; he found it 
in France as polante; as mush in Pennsylvania; suppawn in New York, 
the hasty-pudding of the Yankee; under one or another name he found 
it wherever he roamed, It was not always cooked as succotash, nor 
blended with beans, nor made into hoe-cake;* but wherever the sun 
shone there grew the maize. So that if this great product, estimated 
at a billion anda half bushels, and which is so cheap in the West that 
they burn it for is to undergo the cost of tation to the 
sea , which is the price of its production, and then go abroad, 
three thousand miles beyond the starving denizens of our great cities, 
is already familiar to the European and Asiatic world, it seems like 
“carrying coals to Newcastle” or bonnets to Pàris, to transport it to 
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France in order to show the pupils of Messieurs Soyer, Blot, and Sa- 
varin how to cook it. [Langhbter.] 
STATESMAXSIIP CORNED. 


Much of my speech n this topic has been anticipated by the 
newspaper comments called forth by tho interesting conversations 
of Governor Tilden and tke zealous co-operation of my colleague, 
(Mr. Hewrrt.] Full of love for the laboriug- man and the great corn- 
growing West and South, they have returned to their native land 
with their hands horny with toil in this foreign corn-field. [Langhter.] 
Our New York avennesare to be razed from their foundations, and those 
seats of luxury are to give place to that plant whose green spire de- 
clares the sprouting root when the tender germ begins to shoot! Sir, 
not only will the sweat stream from every cook among the effete kitch- 
ens of Europe, but the stalwart sons of toil in our luxurions cities will 
bead their brows with labor that their simple meals shall be succo- 
tash, hoe-cakes, and mush. 

INFAMOUS JOURNALISM. 

One of our journalists in New York basel charges that the crafty 
Tilden knew, that my humanitarian colleague [Mr. Hewrrr] kuew, that 
this measure would be introduced into Congress, and predicted an in- 
crease in the consumption of our corn of over the sixty million bushels 
which it reached last ycar. [Laughter.] These prophecies are in- 
spired by the same genins that discerned in the Centennial a mode of 

ying our public debt and reviving our paralyzed industries. Another 
33 cha further that my colleague wished to avenge himself 
on pauperized Europe by introducing corn as a regular article of diet. 
[Great laughter.] It is also hinted that some of our distinguished 
statesmen will be called upon to minister to the long line of fldneurs 
and potits-maitres along the boulevards, while they illustrate how the 
smoking cob can be gnawed and the dulcet sound of “ hot corn” lull 
them at night into sweet dreams of home. [Laughter,] Ho then goes 
so far as to hint that the “ prs fiend will be introduced upon 
the railways of France. [Laughter.] 

IXVASION OF GAUL. 

But, Mr. Chairman, have we no cherished associations with France. 
growing out of our revolutionary era, which forbid us to exhibit toward 
that friendly nation such a spirit of revenge and lack of comity? I 
have faith in the stern, repressive power of the French government, 
under its present military president, aided by the advice of the Amer- 
ican Cæsar, General Grant, against such unwarrantable irruptions 
into Gaul. It is many years since that an Indiana minister to Berlin 
labored to qualify the European stomach for this American diet. His 
experiment was tried upon Humboldt. It failed; failed, sir, upon 
griddle-cakes for breakfast, as the pièce de résistance, eran 
lt failed, even though the Indiana matron compounded it with her 
own skillful hands. It failed, sir, although the sweet treaclo, tinct 
with the maple of Vermont, with its dulcet sirup, titillated the palate 
and enthused the fancy. [Laughter.] Why, sir, since this scheme, 
which contemplated both hog and hominy, both patriotism and grits, 
both corn-dodgers and corn-juice, failed, even though an American 
minister, racy of the western soil, had earnestly endeavored to accom- 
plish it, what can be expected from a body of political Jeremy Did- 
dlers and self-snfficient commissioners who know nota full ear from a 
nubbin! [Laughter.] 

LET US snow THE GROWING CORN. 

The amendment under consideration only proposes to prepare and 
cook the muize in the nce of tho assembled French. This requires 
un explanation. Why not show how it is grown, how the hills are 
planted and hoed, the shooting of the tender but not dangerous 

vrm; then the way to protect with ashes from the grub-worm and 

righten off birds with the scarecrow, one of the most interesting 
images of western production, requiring a separate exhibition with 
varieties all along from Virginia round to Kansas. [Laughter.] If 
our States ‘are required to send effigies of their great men to fill our 
niches in this Capitol, why should not our Paris exposition glory in 
distinct searecrows from every one of our free and independent 
States? Why not, under favoring conditions, show thé silky fringes 
of the inchoate corn (is not France the land of silk ?) and the roastin 
ear, ready for the youngster’s larceny and the family eee 
Why not, us an addition to the zoölogieal exhibition, export the sly 
en nud nimble squirrel, enriching their stores like drones or lobby- 
ists from honest toil? [Laughter.] Why limit the exhibition to 
cookery, which the French so well understand f 


AUSKLNG. 


Let there be a corn-shucking on the Trocadéro, when the ear is full 
ripe for the harvest; then let the bursting corn arise npon the 
banks of the Seine, aloof from the incursive rat and the waters’ flow. 
Then, O, joy! let us show the world the old-fashioned husking, before 
machinery depoctized the rustic frolic. What a reformatory sight in 
bad, luxurious Paris! Would that it were permitted the Foreign 
‘Affairs Committee to take in it, with its grave but festive chair- 
man. CLanghter.] How happy to be surrounded by the attractive 
grisettes and coquettish lorettes, or mayhap by the wooden-shod peas- 
ant girls of sweet Normandy by the sea, assisted of course by my col- 
league as chief interpreter. [Laughter.] I think I see these gentle 


g 
nymphs of Paris, in a beautiful eirele, aiding us to tear off the dry 
envelope from the golden ear, while the song of Lord Lovell, who went 
far countries for to see, accompanied by sweet cider, passes around! 


My honored chairman [Mr. Swann] is in their midst. [Laughter. 
Shall 1 omit my colleagno [Mr. Hewrrr] from the charmed circle 
[Laughter. ] I should love to be with them [langhter} when the gentle 
usage begins. Delicions custom! But never more so than when, with 
scream and titter, some lucky maiden eries, “ La rouge! la rouge! I 


have found the red ear!” Would my honored chairman be reluctant? 
Snppose a dark eyed maid of Marseilles had a red car—would be bo 
reluctant? [Laughter.] If he were, would not my colleague take bis 
place? [Laughter. e would. Would my colleague with modest 

shrink from t 1 which follows? [Great laughter, dur- 
ing which Mr. Hewitt kissed his hand to his colleague.) Would not 
Ceres be dethroned for another goddess: Hominum, ditumque volu 
tas? I hear my colleague sigh. [Langhter.] Methinks F hear the 
merry demoiselle crying “ OOA A, cher monsieur; embrassez-moi!” 
[Great confusion and 1 Would ho, could he, refuse the prof- 
ferod kiss? [Laughter.] And if perchance the red ear fell to the in- 
genious inventor of this “inaizy” plan—without giving way for a 
teply—I ask him now and here, would he carry out the custom and 
kiss the reluctant maids all around? If he will say he would, then 
there is no need of further appropriation, [Laughter.] It will pay 
for itself! [Great 83 

FRENCH COOKERY TO RE IMPROVED. 


What, carry cookery to Paris! Why a French cook spends a life 
on asingle dish, The French are sensitive to the least aberration in 
cookery. It is known that the great Vattel exclaimed: “Tho roast 
has failed at two tables.” He retired to his room in vexation and 
expired. Is it possible that we can teach such a fastidious le to 
eat mush and pono? If this kitchen is intended to punish France by 
giving it a universal colic on n corn, I can understand it. Is 
my colleague to be allowed to wreak his disappointments in Amer- 
ien on a people not responsible for the returning board of Louisiana 
or the inangaration of President Hayes? Sir, such motives should 
not influence legislation. 

j SOCIAL SCIENCE VIEW OF A CORN KITCHEN. 

But perhaps my colleague has humanitarian ends in view. He would 
rescue France from wild propensities, social freedom, and sensual grat- 
ification. But will corn or its essence doit? Willthe wanderer in tho 
Prada, the Rue Saint Honoré, and the Salle Victorio, saloons of which 
the quadroon balls of New Orleans aro mere shadows—bo reclaimed 
by corn? It is said that France is . its births falling 
off, its population decreasing. Eurekaf I have the idea. I tind it 
from Barlow’s muse. He tells us in poetic measure how his father 
loved mush, what vigor he had: that ten sturdy freemen from his loins 
sig a thut all his own bones were made of Indian corn. [Laugh- 
ter. 

IDIOSYNCRASIES OF EXHIBITORS. 

Some applications to other exhibitions were as odd as is this corn- 
kitehen contrivance. An eccentric applicant desired to exhibit a 
flying-machine under the great dome at London, in 1852, Had he 
succeeded he would have shot out through the costly glass cupola. 
Another pro to exhibit an epic poem in the 8 An 
eight-foot giant dressed in the time of Henry IV was offered as an 
usher; a gardener proposed improvements in surgical implements; a 
doctor, a contrivance to ripen fruits; a grocer,a new projectile for 
heavy ordnance; a Cambridge student, a Seating Vaivaty 4 an ac- 
countant, an ompitonic flute; a lawyer, 3 ts, [laughter ;] 
a book-binder, an interminable suspension bridge; a broker, a new 
kind of embroidery; a private secretary, goose -wine; a gentle- 
man, a turn-up bedstead for a shoemaker ; a member of Parliamen 
a patent moustache-guard with protection from soup, [laughter ;] and 
a Frenchman presented an exalted affinity or homogeno equilibrium of 
individual unité affected through its constituent atoms by a chemical 
combination with a reduction of the pretended simple element, re- 
turned to the primitive root. [Great laughter.] Then why should 
not my amiable bueolic colleague, so experienced in iron and electoral 
commissions, follow these many precedents and penn’ at the con- 
gregation of tho nations a cuisine redolent with this life-giving, life- 
supporting, all-soul-reviving, luscious cerexl, and spread its merits in 
foreign tongues to the nninformed peoples of the world! Where, 
oh, where, would Colonel Sellers be with his famous eye-water for the 
four hundred millions of donble-eyed Asiatics or his wonderful corner 
in corn? He fades before this all-comprehensive project. 

But while we may commend this great and beneticent idea, always 
supposing that it can be accomplished without an appropriation 
must we not look at its possible impediments and reception? For it 
this arrangement is made, one thing must be provided in the mush- 
and-milk department. Barlow sings it in his“ Hasty-Pudding.” There 
must be a different spoon from that of Gaul, which was contrived to 
scoop in ample draughts the thin diluted soup. In attracting the 


French peasant from his black bread and thin wine, his soupe maigre 
and indigestible truffles, we must adjust the entlery to the food and 
the food to the cutlery; and this will require a new tariff. Besides, 


this forced installation of our Cerés may meet with resistance—donbt- 
leds will—and I shudder at the prospective conflict; for has not the 
experiment been tried once before, when Amcrica, in closest sympa- 
thy with Ireland’s suffering masses, offered her corn, and was most 
ighominiously repulsed by the expected recipients? So, I fear, may 
ee result of our corn mission! They will conecive it to be an- 
other of our force measures and resist. 
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MAGNITUDE OF THE CORN IXVASION, 


Sir, Russia invades Turkey to force Christianity into the Moslem 
conscience, and Turkey turns the tide of war against the invader in 
defense of her suzerainty. 

The world stands on tiptoe, erectis auribus, looking toward Ararat 
and the deluge of blood along the blue Danube, waiting the result of 
this momentous conflict of the ages. But, sir, Russia and Turkey, 
with their embattling hosts, present no such array as will be that 
of the terrific onslanght of my colleague in the t corn inva- 
sion of the nineteonth century. [Langhter.] It outrivals Don Quixote, 
who, in his hallucination, cha with all his chivalry, upon a flock 
of s with not less discretion and no greater love for the simple 
shepherds and their flocks than for the knightly regard he had for 
his fair Dulcinea cuisiniére. But, sir, he did it without any other ap- 
propriation than that furnished by poor Sancho’s wallet! [ ghter.] 

UNFETTERED AND UNSUBSIDIZED TRADE, 

Seriously, Mr. Speaker, almost every element of American industry 
and manufacturing, under private enterprise will find its proper mar- 
ket in Europe. I have seen the Maid of Saragossa, in Spain, “ trip 
the light fantastic toe” upon the the treadle of onr sewing-machines; 
our agricultural implements have their agencies throughout Europe. 
The five hundred million dollars’ worth of petitioners as they saunter 
throngh the avennes of Paris or under the lindens of Berlin are not 
always so much at leisure but that they can keep an eye to business. 
Our grains will go wherever there is a demand for them, for life de- 

nds on them. Under proper nopen ty our wheat exports to Great 

ritain might double in one year their sixty millions without an ap- 
propriation. The exportation of American watches, superior to the 
Swiss, already bas an enlarged market without an appropriation. 
Our whiskies and high wines are indisvensable to give additional 
strength to the wines of Bordeanx, Oporto, and Xeres. The gentlo- 
man from Connecticut, my friend, [Mr. LANDERS, I has already sent his 
cutlery to Sheffield without an appropriation and in spite of restric- 
tion. American cottons will find their way beyond the barriers of 
China and Japan, along with our sewing-machines. It is well, sir, 
to have a flag to cover an appropriation ; sometimes the flag without 
the appropriation may be better. 
Mr. Speaker, I say it with all Fe to the pensomen who favor 
this measure, with the five hun millions of capital which back 
it, that not one mau truly re ntative of labor would ever be 
selected under its provisions. It is intended to help the men of velvet 
paws who would, if they could, displace the simplicity of our habits 
by the luxury of Heliogabalus. If the nine acres of carpeting in the 
Treasury Department were confiscated, it would enable our Parisian 
voluptuaries who favor the Napoleonic dynasty in their colony at 
Paris to visit that other exhibition, the Jardin Mabille, and dance the 
can-can after a plentiful consumption of American corn. Is it not 
enongh for us to throw over this exhibition the mutuality of our cour- 
tesy and the ægis of our Government, without sending bounties to 
the See we ne petitioners who come to Congress for 
help 

; FORKIGN MARKETS—HOW TO GET THEM. 

The war going on in the Orient will do more for mere material 
America than all the palaces dedicated so ostentatiously to peace. 
Guns, drums, trumpets, blunderbusses, and thunder, with a plentiful 
supply of breadstuits, will open onr trade and give us markets. There 
is always a good from an ill. Wholesome berries thrive and ripen 
best, neighbored by fruits of baser quality. War may hurt some, 
while it helps others. There is a growing demand daily for all we 

roduce really needed abroad. To increase that demand, legislation 
5 n but not of this kind. These expositions have been used 
to destroy our industries throngh selfish tariff exactions. Who helped 
will appear in the quotations I will make presently, 

EXPOSITIONS USED TO PROPAGATE PROTECTION. 


The Paris exposition had a report by the author of the present 
bill upon the production of iron and steel in its economic and social 
relations, by ABRAM S. Hewitt, United States commissioner. Was 
that in the interest of the workingmen? Doubt less it was so intended. 
and it reads very plausibly. It showed great familiarity with tho 
ores, with girders, plates and rods, and processes of manufacture and 

ualities of different materials in Europe. It had also an appendix 
in relation to Bessemer steel, to which I will refer directly in an 
interesting connection. In that report were described, with great 
skill and power of analysis, specimens of material, machinery, and 
‘processes of manufacture which differ substantially from the experi- 
ence of the United States. This was luteresting, and might have been 
collected by any intelligent person, with the payment of a thousand 
dollars, and without an exposition. An honorary commissioner had 
the entrée of all the factories and mines of Europe, without a salary. 
But the glory and geniusof this report was not so much its differen- 
tial statement and its elaborate collection of facts as its discussion 
of protective and restrictive legislation. Granting all the good objects 
and intentions of the author as to the working classes, no one can 
mistake the meaning of his conclusion on page 60, where he says: 

` It is scarcely possible lon den ô 
working e an . — 3 e ee. 
them from the evils which seem to be inseparable from unrestrained competition 
between nations and men, which experience haa shown to result in the utter dis- 
of the moral physical condition and welfare of tho working classes, 
regulated by pusitive and legal enactment. 


It cannot be denied, therefore, that one of the results of the Paris 
exposition, in so far as iron and steel were concerned, was the propa- 
gation of the idea that we can im such a duty on foreign iron as 
will make up for the difference in the amount of wages paid for 
making a ton of iron in Europe and this ia tae! less the expense of 
tra rtation. The author of this essay his tariff notions on 
the old fallacy of the wages of labor, and thus a dead school of 
economy was attempted tobe revived by an American commissioner. 

Another illustration of the covert way in which protectionists have 
used these exhibitions to further their selfish interests is found in 
another report from Paris in 1867. I call attention especially to the 
article on wool and its manufacture, in which everything is turned in 
favor of our vicious tariff system. Donbtless the same thing can be 
found in other reports. I am told that the Centennial reports are full 
of this obsolete protective nonsense. From these few extracts we may 
learn all. After showing that the greater cost of fabricating cloths 
in this country is not owing to any want of natural advantages, nor 
7 deficiency in skill or labor, the partisan commissioner cena 
“that the manufacture is sustained only by artificial stimulns an 
rendering its production’ as unnatural, to use Adam Smith’s often 
gona comparison, as that of wine produced from grapes grown in 

greenhouses of Scotland.” 

He further says: 

Having placed ourselves upon an ty with other nations In enterprise and 
skill, our power of unaided competition has reached its limit, and our woolen 
in could not sustain itself in competition with foreign production unless 
placed upon an equality in the command of capital, or unleas the disparity against 
us were neutralized by logislative provisions. It is only to neutralize the foreign 
advantages of cheap capital and that protective, or, more ly speaking, 
defensive, duties arc demanded by the woolen manufacturers. duties on wool 
paid by the manufacturer, and ically rimbursed by the specific duties on 
the cloth, are demanded by the American wool-growers for the same reason. We 


ves 


UNRESTRAINED COMPETITION. 

To a large portion of this House it is nnnecessary to show that unre- 
strained competition is inseparable from liberty of trade between 
nations and men. It is useless now to argue that cheap iron and 
clothing are of the utmost use to our people. Nor is it necossary to 
show, as to this measure, that if competition be restrained the exposi- 
tion of the labor of different nations and their products and raw 
material is an expensive and tantalizing sham. 

FRENCH AND AMERICAN TARIFFS. 

Gentlemen should consider in this connection the French tariff as 
well as our own, and its bearing on the Paris exhibition. What 
effect will it have npon any prospective trade or export to that coun- 
try? Here will be found the reasons for the adverse action of the 
German government, and not any national prejudice. Why do we 
export so little to France? Except tobacco, a few barrels, petroleum, 
and cotton, we have but a limited trade. France reciprocates with 
England throngh the Cobden and Chevalier treaty of mutuality. It 
was of reciprocal advantage. France treats us as we do her. It is 
mutual brigandage to both peoples through our tariffs. They buy 
tobacco of us because it is better and cheaper than elsewhere; and 
they obtain it even cheaper than our own citizens, becanse they buy 
in larger quantities. Our barrels aro returned to us full of decoc- 
tions of logwood, &e.; and they buy petroleum because they cannot 
buy elsewhere. Here is another example: take this little folding- 
scissors, which I would like the ladies in the galleries to see. it 
was invented and made here and patented in France. The pat- 
entees were expecting and preparing for large sales during the 
Exhibition. Looking for the of duties, they find them marked 
with cutlery “ ibée,” and this word is the cause of onr small ex- 
ports to that country, for just those goods which we export every- 
where are either prohibited or taxed so heavily as to work the same 
as prohibition. So is cast-iron, iron-work, nails, screws, &c., leather, 
manufactures of paper, cotton yarns and manufactnres. of cotton, 
soap, umery, and bundreds of other articles prohibited. Let the 
question be fully understood. The French nation is looked upou as 
so friendly to us that to refuse them would seem ungrateful aud 
uncourteous. But what advantage cau we derive from exhibiting 
goods which we cannot sell nor export to France? It would bo like 
Saboning to Dives the glories of Paradise; or to a thirsty army, a 
mirage of cool streams, The articles shown and exhibited which 
really please will simply be copied; for no one can import them; 
they are “ Prohibée.” Who, then, gains by the exposition of them? 

BURDENS ON LABOR BY TARIFFS. 

But, sir, as most of the burdens upon eur laboring-men have como 
upon them of the indirect protective bounties mostly levied 
upon labor, is if not easy to see that the production of Ruel reports 
as those from which I havo quoted is the result of a selfish and unsci- 
entific economy ? f 

CENTENNIAL PROPHECIES AND THEIR FAILURE. 

When the Centennial was before Congress, my sanguine collegmue 
who has introduced this measure, considered that the Centennial 
would bo a paying investment. It would put our own money into 
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rapid circulation; it would help our railways, hotels and shops; 
. the channels of business, not to be clogged again with the 
debris of another financial convulsion. Labor would no longer stand 
idle, consuming without producing; the country would feel better; 
confidence would be restored; and the enterprise and energies of our 
people once more assert themselves in opening new highways of 
communication. 

It would be the resurrection of industry; new and suggestive ideas 
would be aroused; foreign capital would be attracted hither; we 
should be able to negotiate our new loans at the lowest rate, ra ing 
our credit to a level with that of Great Britain. A heavy ann 
burden of taxation upon productive industries would be removed, and 
a thousand other rhetorical blessings were promised, which came to 
pass in the most severely ironical manner. Under such specious and 
pleasant prospects we gave $600,000 to the Centennial; and, in addi- 
tion, there was an act of June 1, 1872, 55 Statutes, 203,) in which it 
was provided that the ees of $1,500,000, made by the act 
of February 16, 1876, (19 Statutes, 3,) must be paid into the Treasury 
of the United States before any division of assets should be made 
among the stockholders in satisfaction and discharge of the capital 
stock. Andthe Supreme Court decided (Otto, 505) that Congress did 
not intend by the act of 1876 to change the order of distribution as 
provided by that of 1872. 

How the Centennial itself paid its promoters, and its peculiar at- 
tempt to hold on to the million and a half which we had only loaned, 
and to make the United States not a preferred but a common. cred- 
itor, eventuated, the decision of J “ty welder amply illustrates, It 
is but another exainple of how the bounty of this Government is 
treated by men of large capital and unbounded infidelity to their en- 

ts. 


gagemen’ 
WHAT LESSONS THE CENTENNIAL TEACHES, 


Besides, does not our Centennial teach us other lessons? Not that 
British gold was used there to corrupt our statesmen to favor British 
interests; for I believe my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY ] 
was the only recipient of British gold, for he rented his house to the 
British commission! But the farce of inviting the world to show off 
with us in competition here where every article has its tariff of re- 
picks p or prohibition! It was re; ed as the sublimity of ab- 

- surdity. 

General Walker, in the International Review for July-An , 1877, 
* these inent reasons why there was a comparatively poor 
show at the Centennial of foreign goods. I quote: 

A cause which importantly affected the commercial interest of Europe in the dis- 
play of products at Philadelphia, to the injnry of tho exhibition. was the high tariff 
maintained by the United States; a tariff which, within many lines of prodaction, 
is intended to bo, and is, prohibitory. Such a tariff, equally whether its offect 
vpon our domestic industry has been good or bad, must. in the nature of tho caso, 
have impaired, whero it did not destroy, the interest which forcign producers and 
dealers might otherwise hayo felt in tho display of their waros. 

When it is considered how short is our free list, how high tho grade of duties— 
tho e eee on dutiable articles being in 1875, 40.6 per cent., 50, 60, and 70 
per cent. not uncommon, aud 80 and even 90 per cont not unknown—it must 
appear how rent an exhibition at Philadelphia under such a régime inovitably 
wae be from one held in a country inviting foreign competition within its mar- 


cts. 

While the effect of the tariff waa thus to cut in at a hundred places upon the 
Exhibition it especially affected tho busy pad of silk and woolon Tho gratu- 
lations 5 G prora over the American exhibit wero measurably justified 
if placed on the ground of the progress made in theso branches of manufacture and 
tho really high degrec of excellence attained in many lines of Inction. But when 
our boasting took the form of all that foreign countries showed in this line 
or in that line nothing to surpass or to equal tho products of American mills, we 
were justly rebuked by a reference to our tariff, which imposes duties on articles of 
silk orof wool rising, on a largo part of our importation, to 60 per cent., and in many 
cases reaching £0 and 00 por cent. 

‘The average duty collected in 1875 on tho ee ony and 3 imported was 
96 per cent.; on many grades of flannel #0 and 90 per cent.; on velvets and shawls 
of silk, and on all non-enumerated articles of the same material, tho duty was 60 
per 53% on Brussels carpets made by the Jacquard machinery botween 60 and 65 
per cen 

LARGER CONSUMPTION, 

Mr. Speaker, if we would assist our industries, enlarge our market, 
and attract with all our forces, social and political, other people to 
our shores, let us repeal these absurd and repellant policics, t us 
avoid giving bounties to a selfish class. If wo want an outlet for our 
productions, let us enlarge the sphere of consamption. If wo will 
make an alliance of physical with intellectual force, and lift the hio- 
rarchy of labor into a higher plane; if we would extend the hand of 
fellowship to other nations, we have something more to do than to 
create a simple display of goods u a stall ina foreign land. What 
avails a public féle or show, with a Chinese wall placed round our 
own country by restrictive legislation. Take (he duties off our fif- 
teen hundred taxable articles, and you have a market with all the 
world. You withdraw tho veil which hangs over our industries, and 
make America itself a universal exhibition. We want no edifices of 
iron and glass to give impetus to manufactures. Your enchantment 
to provoke improvement and increase of manufactures is a cheap 
market, not merely for your geg tinea spake eae for your breadstuffs. 
Liberalities in exchange brin ther the skillful manufacturer 
and the cheap transporter. at France and England did by reci- 
procity, we may do. No palatial prodigies like the Crystal Palace or 
the Ausstellung Alla are half so potent as a cheap market. It is the 
lamp of Aladdin. It accomplishes miracles, saves from revolution 
and-distress, and destitution and poverty, and despair and death. 

Man haus made his railways upon the earth, the sea has become an 


the American people, whom they re 


economical means of transit through steam; there is no quest, even 
to the uttermost parts of the carth, in which our enterprise may not 
go with the onean market. If isolated, with all our pre-eminence in 
industry, with our power to create motion in matter—we fail. 
Our mines may give us silver and gold, our valleys maize and wheat, 
war may take from the fields of labor its millions of men in other 
lands, we may know what Carlyle said when he sang of tools and 
the man, and the power of the dwarf behind tho engine to remove 
mountains; but all is of no avail without an outlet for our products. 
Governments may givé bounties, as Napoleon did, for the substitu- 
tion of flax for cotton to destroy the commerce of a neighbor, but 
the restricting invention returns to plague the inventor. The active, 
free-trading nation will become enriched thereby. We may havo the 
process by which steel is made in great retorts by the ton, the refine- 
ments of the spectroscope, but at last the genii that wait upon the 
magic ring of prosperity enter the unrestrained and cheap market, 
In vain, legislators, do ye endeavor to oppose the designs of Provi- 
dence, for the order of God is freedom of exchange! 
BUY, IF YOU WOULD SELL. 


When this country, by a series of insane tariffs, sought to exclude 
the merchandise of other nations it did not grow rich. When Eng- 
land, in 1846, reprae her corn laws she made a new commercial sys- 
tem that gavo her the exchanges of the world. Maine cannot soll 
her timber abroad with a tf which taxes tho salt for her fish. 
Illinois cannot find as good a market for her ee aries in the 
Old World when she stops the fabrics of England and France. If we 
would sell our machines and grains to France, we must buy her olive 
oil and silk. Tho rule has no exception. You cannot make a bargain 
without two parties, There is no sale without a purchase. Can you 
sell to one without receiving from him and expect to remain solvent? 

to sell abroad without purchasing abroad and you wiil make a 
failure, and a failure more absurd than any which Bastiat demon- 
strates or China once illustrated. 

WELCOME TO ALL. 


It is not in expositions, in subsidies, that our limitless prairies and 
abounding forests, or our commercial and manufacturing greatness 
will attract the overpopulated countries of the Old World. Let Amer- 
ica open her arms to the tunay and the hopeless, and bid the home- 
less come over sea and land. t them delvo in our mines, plow in our 
soil. We have air, and water, and bread, and gold and silver, riches, 
happiness, and labor for all who come. Only there stands in the 
pa the one gaunt specter of selfish and unmitigated greed through 
ogislation. The first step to be taken by the American Congress 
for the revival and prosperity of our country is freedom of trade 
without the folly of shackeling it. Therefore let our appeal to the 
world be made: Ad nos ad salutarwm undam, venite, populi. | Applause. ] 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


The committee informally rose, and Mr. CLYMER having taken the 
chair as Speaker’ pro tempore, ' 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 220) to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase a lot of land for the use of 
the Governmentin Providence, Rhode Island; in which he was directed 
to ask the concurrence of the House. 

The message further announced that the Senate had receded from 
its amendments disagreed to by the House to the bill (H. R. No. 902) 
making appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1873, and for other purposes. . 


PARIS EXHIBITION OF 1878, 


: The Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union then resumed 
ts session. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Mr. Chairman, my colleague [Mr. 
Cox] has brought his unrivaled powers of sarcasm and the grace 
of his uneqnaled style and that wide reading, which has made him 
distinguished in literature as well as in politics, to bear against this 
measure, not of local significance, not of personal or of individual 
interest, bnt of the widest international importance. In the course 
of it he has directed the battery of his wit against one of his own 
colleagues. I aceept it graciously. If he can stand it, I suppose 
that Í can. But he has gone beyond the proper line of discretion 
when he attacks the most enterprising, the most honorable, the most 
useful men of the great city which he in common with other gentle- 
men on this floor has the honor to represent. He seems to rd it 
as a crime to have achieved wealth and position in his desire to make 
himself popular with a class of the community whom he claims to 
represent, but whom I declare he misrepresents. 

r. COX, of New York. Speak for your own distriet—— 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I have as good a right to speak for 
the gentleman's district as he has, for while I live in my district he 
does not live in his. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if such re can weigh against the 
merits of this bill, let it fail; but I huve too much respect for the 
good sense of the members of this House and for the intelligence of 
i nt, to suppose that my epl- 
leagne’s speech will do more than afford a little harmless amusement. 

This invitation comes before the House in the most formal manner 
possible. It comes from the President of the United States in a 
message directed to Congress iñ special session, and therefore must 
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have been regarded by him as a matter of the gravest public moment. 


The invitation comes to us from the great European republic, a re- 
public of thirty-six millions of people addressed to the great Ameri- 
can Republic, a Republie of ne ay, sts millions of people. And it 
comes to us, sir, after we had addressed a similar invitation to 
them. In 1873, the President of the United States, by the direct in- 
struction of Congress, invited the nations of the world to take part 
in our great exposition designed to commemorate the centennial of 
American Independence. That invitation was addressed to France, 
and France, bound to us by ties of sympathy and the traditions of 
ancient friendship, was not slow to signify her acceptance. Thirty- 
eight of the nations of the world accepted that invitation.. Now 
France, in her turn, asks the nations of the world to come and assist 
at her exposition, and the only one, eee ome which are pre- 
vented by political considerations, who stands back, the only laggard 
in the great array of nations, is the Republic whose sympathy, not 
merely because we are both republics, she ought to have, but because 
France alone of the nations of Europe aided us in the days of our 
weakness and in the hour of trial. 

Let it be remembered, Mr, Chairman, that the invitation of 1873 
was not the first invitation that this nation addressed to France. In 
1776, by a vote of Congress, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, 
and Silas Deane, three names illustrious in American history, were 
dispatched to convey an invitation to France. That invitation 
was to furnish us with arms, money, and men in the death-strnggle 
upon which we had entered. hen those commissioners arrived, 
Arthur Lee, who had preceded them, had already met the French min- 
ister, ny ee yat eos in freighting three . by eerie of 
money from the nch treas with cargoes of tents, with arms, 
and other munitions of war 3 to maintain the unequal con- 
flict in which we were then engaged. It was, sir, upon the contents of 
those vessels that the continental army was enabled to get ready to 
cope with the forces of Great Britain. Subsequently, Franklin and 
Deane—Jefferson being absent on account of the illness of his wife— 
appeared before the French government and asked for their aid. At 
that moment France was involved in the greatest pecuniary distress, 
and yet, while they could not do much for us, they gave $400,000 ont 
of their , Which was at once invested in arms and ammuni- 
tion and sent to this country. 

More than that, = compelled the fermiers généraux of the taxes to 
loan $200,000 more, which in like manner found its way in the shape 
of munitions of war into the bel ered colonies. 

But there was an incident still more remarkable: The governor of 
Metz, a fortress then as now, renowned in war, gave a dinner to the 
Duke of Gloucester, a brother of the British King. At his table a 
young man, nineteen years of age, but a brilliant officer, heard from 
the lips of this royal personage the story of the resistance of the 
American colonies to the mother-land. That youthful heart was fired. 
He went to Paris, approached Benjamin Franklin, and told him that he 
wanted to fight in the cause of om. He applied to his govern- 
ment for leave to go to America, but was refused, because it was not 
yet ready to take an open part against the great power of England. 
But in despite of that he purchased a vessel with his own money, 
freighted it with arms and invited eleven experienced officers, among 
whom was the veteran De Kalb, toaccompany him to America. He 
left his bride ; he left his unborn child; he eluted the pursuit of the 
English, and instead of going to the West Indies as they expected, he 
sailed directly for New York, where he landed, thence proceeded with- 
out delay to 9 and tendered his services, his fortune, his 
life to the cause of the American nation. That offer was accepted, 
and La Fayette became a member of the military pond! of Washing- 
ton, and did more than any other man, next tothe Father of his 
Country, for the great cause to which our patriotic fathers had de- 
voted “their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor.” 

Then in 1778 followed the two treaties with France negotiated by 
Franklin, The first was a treaty of amity and friendship, offensive 
and defensive, by which the French nation agreed that they wonld 
carry on the war with Great Britain until American independence 
was secured. The second was even more im nt in view of the 
history of our commercial 3 which has justified the fore- 
sight of the greatest name in our history next to that of Washington. 
By that treaty the French government that the war should 
be carried on until America had secured mercantile freedom as well 
as political independence, Those two treaties secured the independ- 
ence of this country. That we are here to-day talking as freemen 
upon this floor is due to the fact that France cast her heavy band 
into the scale during that momentous struggle for life and liberty. 

These treaties were followed by shipments of money, shipments of 
munitions of war, and, what is more important, by shipments of men. 
A great fleet was sent over to the American coast which prevented 
the British fleet from ravaging along our shores. D’Estaing, Rocham- 
bean, De Grasse, and others whose names can never be forgotten 
while the American heart feels any gratitude toward the people who 

ured its freedom, took part in the conflict and never rested, and 
final success was achieved. E 

When Washington was on his way to Yorktown and the Army came 
to. Philadelphia, not knowing whither they were bound, a spirit of 
rebellion broke out among those tired patriots who had marched 

Jerseys... There was no cash in the public 


barefooted ee 
Treusury; they not been paid for months; the device of conti- 


nental money had broken down, and its value had gone ont of sight. 
Robert Morris, the man of infinite resources, was applied to in this 
emergency, but he declared with sorrow his inability to do anything. 
Then Count Rochambeau went to his mili chest and took out 
$20,000—a small sum now, but in the days of the Revolution, when 
paper money had been swept away, it was an amount beyond the 
dreams of ayarice—he took twenty thousand silver dollars out of that 
military chest, and with that sum of money the men were quieted and 
the march for Yorktown proceeded. 

At that juncture, as if in the providence of God, Henry Laurens 
landed in ton with $500,000 in specie which had been paid over 
to him by the French government as the fruits of a loan made to 
Benjamin Franklin for ten million livres. In addition to this $500,000 
another loan which had been negotiated with Holland was guaranteed 
by the French government of an additional ten million of livres. With 
this $500,000 the army which marched upon Yorktown was thoroughly 
equip and made ready to do the great work which was before it. 

And when Yorktown capitulated how stood thearmy? There were 
nine thousand American soldiers and seven thousand French soldiers 
who divided between them the honor of that memorable and decisive 
capitulation. The French fleet had prevented Cornwallis from re- 
tiring, so that the possibility of the achievement was due to our 
French allies alone. 

I seek not to recite history, but to revive memories which, though 
familiar as household words to schoolboys, are apt to be slumberin 
in the dim recollections of older men, e sed by the busy cares o; 
life and politics; but such was the invitation that our fathers gave 
to France; such was the response which France made to our fathers. 
Now, in her turn, France tenders an invitation tous. I know that 
after the grateful memories which I have endeavored to revive there 
is not a man in this House who will vote to decline that invitation. 
Even my colleague from New York [Mr. Cox] does not propose to 
disgrace his manhood so much as to say to this French nation, to 
whom we owe our political existence, We will not accept your in- 
vitation.” He does propose to say, however,“ We will accept it but 
will spend no money upon it.“ 

Suppose that when Franklin and Deane and Lanrens and the other 
American commissioners went to that courtly and polite nation and 
delivered their invitation, the reply had been made to them: “ We ac- 
cept your invitation; we sympathize with your struggles ; we admire 
your courage; we feel the profoundest interest in your success; but 
money is another question, we cannot spend any gant our finances 
are em ; we are on the brink of ruin; we will give you our 
0 but you can have no money.“ Where then would have been 
our Independence, the one hundredth anniversary of which we asked 
France, first and most of all, to aid us in celebrating ? f 

Sir, it is to belittle this whole question beyond measure to put it 
upon a money ground. This money will not be expended for the ben- 
efit of France. Every dollar of this expenditure will be made for the 
benefit of our own people, and is an indispensably necessary expendi- 


ture upon the fact that we accept the invitation at all. 
My va asks,“ Why does not private enterprise take up this 
matter 


he exhibition of 1851, he says, was a private enterprise ; 
the exhibition of 1862 a private enterprise ; and he might have added 
that the exhibition in Philadelphia was a private enterprise, for I 
heard him frequently declare that it was, giving that as a reason why 
he could not vote for the loan asked from Con; But the reason 
an ps ciate by the Government is asked for this exhibition is 
simply because it is not a private enterprise, and private enterprise 
will not be permitted by France to take charge of the American par- 
ticipation in the exhibition. It is a national enterprise, and France 
in its national character has invited the people of the United States 
in their national capacity to take pers init. Private individuals have 

ne and knocked at the door of France, asking to be admitted and 

the expense themselves; and they have been told, “We can recog- 

nize no one but your Government.” This is the answer to that most 
disingenuous suggestion of my coll e. It is not possible for pri- 
vate enterprise to take up and deal with this question. It is purely 
an international affair; and if our citizens are to take part at all, it 
must be done through the agency of their Government, ‘ 

Now, when the Government accepts the invitation if must send a 
representative. That representative must incur ex W 
shall pay those expenses? The representative himself? Again when 
the articles arrive in Paris they must be arranged; they must be in- 
stalled in their place. nses must be incurred for fitting up the 
space assigned to us, for interpreters, clerks, draymen, and an infi- 
nite variety of other matters. It is very true that the exhibitors 
might pay these expenses; I have no doubt they would 3 do 
so, if asked or allowed, But the complication and diffieulty which 
would be cansed by assessing these charges upon a thousand or ten 
thousand exhibitors would be so great that the confusion would be- 
come intolerable, and the work would not be done at all. For that 
reason provision must be made for these expenditures by the Govern- 
ment. git 

Now, whether this provision shall be on the scale of $50,000 or 
$100,000 or $150,000 is a matter of comparatively little consequence, 
except that we should throw away no money. It is not necessary 
that we should throw away any. We have the experience of two 
exhibitions to guide us, and we know just what the cost ought to be. 
The appropriation for the French exhibition of 1867 was very much 
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larger than the expenditures, which were about $140,000, The ex- 
penditures for the Vienna exhibition were about $160,000. At Vienna 
there was doubtless some waste. There certainly was a scandal 
which it is reserved for my coll ə to revive when every patriotic 
American would gladly have forgotten it; but it was a scandal that 
had nothing to do with expositions or questions of exposition. It 
had to do with the bad conduct of Americans themselves. We pro- 
pose—at least we hope—this time to exhibit a better class of Ameri- 
cans than we exhibited there, and I shall be very much surprised if 
the lessons then learned shall fail to admonish the President to select 
no political partisans or mere dilettante pretenders for the serious 
and responsible duties of commissioners, and I indulge the hope that 
not only men duly qualified will be appointed with especial reference 
in each case to some special work, but that a knowledge of the 
French language will be regarded as an indispensable prerequisite to 
appointment at all. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, a word or two as to the advantages of taking 
part in these exhibitions. Ihave shown that in common courtesy 
we cannot decline to participate. But we ought not to decline, even 
if no question of courtesy were involved. In the first place, these 
exhibitions are great industrial universities. Tao teach a class of 
people that have very few other opportunities to learn. More than 
that, they teach nations their deficiencies, and how to supply those 
deficiencies. I do not ex: rate when I say that the French exhibi- 
tion of 1867 contributed to this country an amount of wealth which 
it is very difficult to estimate. 

The single matter of Bessemer steel has been referred to. That 
commodity, now indispensable for the 8 and economy of 
railway transportation, was then made by very few concerns, and 
was sold at a very high price. About $160 a ton was thecost at that 
time. It was very difficult to procure information in regard to proc- 
esses of manufacture. Americans particularly were excluded from 
the European steel-works, But when that exhibition took place the 


products of those t establishments were exhibited ; and it forms 
pes of the implied condition of exhibition that the processes shall 
explained to the commissioners, and particularly to the jurors. 


In that way and under that rule, I, who had the honor to be a com- 
missioner, was enabled to visit and examine all the t Bessemer 
steel works in Europe. But I was enabled to do much more. 

The door was opened to a great many American engineers and me- 
chanics who were there anxious tostudy that important subject. The 
result was that the manufacture of Bessemer steel was—I will not say, 
introduced into this country, because we had already one establish- 
ment in operation, but it was undertaken with a better knowledge. 
All the most recent appliances were brought into use; all the econo- 
mies and peculiarities of the business were comprehended. The result 
has been that in less than ten years from that time we have erected 
and have to-day in operation ten Bessemer steel works; enough to pro- 
duce five hundred thousand tons of steel rails per annum—more than 
the annual consumption of the country. Weare absolutely independ- 
ent of the foreign supply; and the price has been reduced from $160 
a ton to $40 a ton, at which sales have been made within the last 
month. Bessemer steel rails are to-day sold at lower prices than the 
price of iron rails previous to the exhibition of 1867. 

Now, I do not pretend that if there had been no exhibition we 
should not have learned how to make Bessemer steel; I do not pre- 
tend that we should not have built these works in the course of time; 
but I do say, and no man can contradict it, that by the experieuce of 
that exhibition we gained at least five years in the introduction of 
this great branch of human industry and its growth to its present 
vast dimensions. 

I give that case only asa sample. The time at my command does 
not allow me to go into any detail. But I will mention one thing 
which has been suggested to me by the words of my colleague. He 
says that the great Corliss engine was not the fruit of the exhibition 
of 1876. It existed before that. Les, in 1867 it existed, and I saw 
a Corliss engine in the French exhibition of that year around which 
stood crowds of engineers and mechanies who studied its peculiari- 
ties and recognized its merits. What was the result? The Corliss 

„engine to-day is built in every civilized ccuntry in Europe on a 
large scale, driving out all other engines and paying a royulty to the 
inventor of that utiful machine. The same a is true, sir, of 
our agricultural tools. Prior to 1867 they were but little known in 
Europe. They were introduced to public notice by that great trial 
which took place near the exhibition, in which Walter Wood’s reaper 
cut down the grass almost before the other people could harness up 
their horses to make a start. This is a ridiculous business, 3 
to my colleague from New York! If be had heard the cheer whic 
went up from that great American crowd when Walter Wood’s 
reaper cut down that grass he would have thought there was some- 
thing in the American heart besides ape geer and ridicule. 

He is dept to devote a great deal of his time, and I regret to say 
too much of his undoubted talents, to the derision of Indian corn. 
Woll, if he had chosen to read history for the purpose of advocatin 

“this measure, instead of casting ridicule npon it, he wonld have foun 
that many American products and many new vegetables now used 
for food have been brought into use within a couple of hundred years 
‘by efforts very much of the kind which I have recommended. For 
example, take the potato. It was made known to Europeans by Sir 
Walter Raleigh barely two hundred years ago, and it did not get in- 
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troduced into France until just before the French revolution. Then 
a great chemist, M. Parmentier, devoted himself to the task of intro- 
ducing the potato to the French ple. He wentthrough many ex- 
periments. He was ridiculed. ere is a statue standing to him 
now, but he was ridiculed then. It was asserted that the introduc- 
tion wf the potato into France was the cause of some diseases then 
valent, and Parmentier was accused of being a public enemy, But 
is XVI, taking an interest in all practical questions, finally camo 
to the aid of Parmentier. A groat blie dinner was given in Paris 
and the potato was the staple of the dinner. ‘There were sixteen kinds 
of dishes of the potato in honor of the King, who was the sixteenth 
Lonis. The King appeared, and instead of the customary bouquet 
of flowers he wore in his button-hole a bunch of potato-blossoms. From 
that hour the potato was acclimatized, and I suppose the gentleman, 
who has been in Paris, knows that the French excel in serving up 
very delicate dishes of that admirable esculent. Of course Parmen- 
tier is now a benefactor ; then he was the public enemy. 

Such is the history of all progress. The same thing is trne of cof- 
fee, of tea, of chocolate, of tobacco, and of many other things which 
are now in extensive use either as articles of necessity or of luxury. 
I have not time to go over the history of them all, but those who are 
enrious can find the facts for themselves in Disraeli’s Curiosities of 
Literature. 

The object of singling out Indian corn is this: it is the greatest of 
the American cereal products. This year (my authority is the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture) the product will provebiy amount to thir- 
teen hundred and fifty million bushels. The exportation last year 
was about sixty million bushels. It was used mostly for f for 
animals. 

It is unnecessary in this House to discuss the fact that Indian corn 
is as nutritions as wheat, or nearly so; that it is a most palatable 
article of food, which is unknown in Enrope, notwithstanding what 
my colleague has said, practically unknown, for, except along the 
limited area of the Danube, a portion of Turkey, the south of France, 
a portion of Italy, and on the shores of Africa, you find this cereal is 
not cultivated at all. If it could be introduced as an article of food, 
the exportation would undoubtedly ran ap from sixty million bushels 
per annum to a very largo amount, possibly to two or three hundred 
million bushels per annum. 

Now, who is to be benefited by this? Is it the speculators of New 
York? It is surely the farmers—the farmer everywhcre, from New 
England to Georgia, from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast, for our 
whole country practically is a corn-growing region. 

I am perfectly willing to admit, Mr. Chairman, that the idea of 
establishing a kitchen in a great exhibition at first sight appears 
somewhat Indicrous. I was perfectly aware of this when the sug- 
gestion was first made, but it is a practical idea, and a practical idea 
which we have seen tried in previous expositions. For example, 
take the Vienna bakery, first at Paris, then at Philadelphia. Every 
man knows what a benefaction that has been to the people of this 
country. We are getting better bread every day; and the man who 
produces good bread for the people is the greatest benefactor of that 
people. No greater service can be rendered by any possible exercise 
of human ingenuity. 

Idid not — that amendment would be reported; I rather hoped 
it would not It has gained the object I had in view. It has di- 
rected the public attention to this question; and if I had time I could 
produce innumerable letters from all parts of the land commending 
the idea, and these letters as a rule come from the most enlightened, 
progressive, and public-spirited citizens we have in the country. I 
trust that this idea will not be abandoned; that the commissioner- 
general will take such measures as, in his judgment, may be neces- 
ei to introduce more widely a knowledge of our American cereals, 
and enlarge and widen their European market. And I am quite will- 
ing to stake what little personal reputation may survive after I pass 
away upon the fact, if it should succeed, that Indian corn has come 
into gencral use as well for the benefit of our European neighbors as 
to the great advantage of our own country by reason of the action of 
this Congress on this subject. j 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have spoken briefiy of what we may possi- 
bly learn at this exposition, I come now to the second, and mnch 
more important part of this discussion, and that is, what we may sell 
by taking part in this Sky Beaders I am free to admit that owing to 

revious expositions we have learned so much that if this question 
lepended merely-upon what we might learn at the coming exposition 
l-might have some doubts as to the necessity of taking part in it; 
bat we have arrived in this country at a stage of development very 
different from that which existed in 1867. We were then unable to 
produce enongh to supply our own wants except in the article of 
food. Now, owing very largely to these exhibitions, we have enlarged 
our manufacture so that there is no staple article we do not to-day 
produce in this country to a sufficient extent to supply the home de- 
mand and we have a surplus for exportation to the rest of the world. 
What we need to do more than any other thing for the revival of pros- 
8 except it be a sound currency, and that we are coming to aud 
ve almost reached) is a foreign market for our surplus products. 
That foreign market we can only get in two ways: first, we must 
make known the excellence of our products. That we can do by 
Showing them to the assembled world and this exhibition at Paris is 
the very opportunity we desire, and it comes exactly at that point 
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of ge which we ourselves would have selected if we had the power 
to do it. 

In addition to the excellence of what we have to sell we must be 
able to sell at a price that will compete with other nations, In many 
things we are able to do so to-day, but in many other commodities 
wo are not able to do it, and the reason is because the raw material 
which enters into the composition of these manufactured articles is 
oppressed by high duties, and as it is necessary to import much raw 
material from abroad our domestic manufactures are hampered and 
injured—not sga nahh not encouraged—by such duties. We want 
to sweep away all such obstructions and impediments, and in order 
to accomplish this desirable result our manufacturers themselves 
must go and see what the necessities of the case demand in order 
that they may get possession of these foreign markets. 

And just here let me say my colleague has quoted an extract from 
the report I made in 1867—a most unfair quotation; but let that 
pass. The point of that quotation was this: I was contrasting the 
moral, social, and physical condition of the foreign laborer with that 
of the American laborer, and I showed how, in the exercise of nnlimited 
competition—not here, but therein European countries, unrestrained 
by local laws as to the use of labor in the employment of women and 
children in work which should be reserved for men, labor had been 
ground down, oppressed, and reduced to unnatural rates which should 
never have existed. I said it was against such labor as that we could 
not compete, and that it was necessary to enact laws there—not here, 
bnt there—for the protection of those laborers so they might enjoy 
the common rights of man. That quotation which was in tho inter- 
est of humanity—humanity there as well as here—this gentleman 
turns upon me as evidence that I am a protectionist. With what 
propriety my colleague has made this charge the whole passage, 
which I now insert, will show. Speaking in my report on the French 
exposition of the progress of British legislation in reference to the 
working classes, I said: 

In no country in the world are so many proofs of the wisdom of this course to be 
found as in the history of British legislation in referenco to the working classes for 
tho last thirty-five years. Tho repeal of tho corn laws was a measure of eminent 

rotection to the working classes, relieving them of the taxes imposed upon food 

‘or the benefit of the land-owner alone, because the condition of the agricultural 
laborer could not be made worse, but could only bo improved by any change. The 
series of laws regulating the employment of women and children in factories and 
mines aro not merely highly restrictive, but by common consent have produced the 
happicst results on the moral and physical condition of the working classes. The 
Jaws recognizing the legal existence of friendly societies ; for the Mere, ieg iet of 
building associations; the conversion of the 5 iuto savings - banks for tho 
working classes ; for the ting of annuities and life insurance 6 
tho government to the working js pant on the payment of small periodical install- 
ments; for the encouragement of vo stores and associations; for“ part- 
nerships of industry” in which the workman is allowed to have an interest in the 
profits of the business, without becoming liable as a partner for the debts; the 
statutes authorizing the establishment of free reading-rooms, librarios, and mu- 
soums by a vote of the rate-payers in any borough, town, or city; constitute a 
course of wise legislation unmistakably protective, restrictive, and enabling; per- 
sistently advocat d and successfully established by the most sagacious, liberal, 
and philanthropic statesmen of tho present age, and resulting in so marked an 
pers Hemet in the condition of the working classes, accompanied with so decided 
an vance in 


Here comes the passage quoted by my colleague— 


that it is scarcely possible longer to deny that the first toward securing to 
tho working classes an uate roward for their labor is such legislation as pro- 
tects them from the evils which seem to be inseparable from the spirit of unre- 
strained competition between nations between men, which experience has 
shown to result in the utter disregard of the moral and physical condition and 
social welfare of the working classes, unless regulated by positive legal enactment. 


Now, this concluding sentence, thus unfairly cut off from its con- 
text in a statement which has no reference whatever to the question 
of free trade and protection, but has relation solely to the social status 
and condition of the working classes, because the word “ protective” 
is used in describing English laws enacted for the benefit of the 
working classes—this concluding sentence my colleague quotes as 
the evidence that Iam a protectionist. How fairly, let this House 
and the country judge. I forbear to characterize such conduct, but 
Icommend to the study of my colleague the recent letter of Judge 
Black to Mr. Stoughton, our new Russian minister, in which Judge 
Black, speaking of a similar garbled quotation, says: 


rate of wages— 


rec EOT a SS A EATE DES among men of average the frandulent 
2 of a paper njure another's character passes for t as shamoful 
base a 


to 
thing as can be done. 


And now I give my colleagne his answer. I am not a high protec- 
tionist ; I have never been a high protectionist; and I challenge my 
colleague to find one word in that report which advocates the pro- 
tective policy. It is not there. The facts are stated and the conclu- 
sions left to the judgment of an enlightened country to decide which 

hey should be adopted, whether the policy of free trade or the pol- 

cy of protection. > 

1 now go furtherand I say to my colleague, thè time has come when 
protection has ceased to protect. I, whoam a manufacturer, as largely 
engaged in manufactures as any gentleman certainly upon this floor, 
say that high duties are impediments to our progress, and I advocate 
taking part in this exposition because I think it will give the final 
blow to a system which, however useful it may have been in its day, 
has ontlived its usefulness, and will tend to hasten that better state 
of things when the productions of all nations shall be exchanged as 
if they were the work of one family. I hope the gentleman is satis- 
on. 
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Mr. COX, of New York. I quoted from the gentleman’s report 


then. He has changed his idea sinee. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Now York. I submit tothe gentleman that I did 
not interrupt him. It is evident that he has not heard my remarks. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have heard the gentleman’s remarks 
and I will reply to what he has said in the five-minutes debate. 

Mr, HEWITT, of New York. That relates only to the condition of 
labor in other countries. 

Mr. COX, of New York. You were a protectionist except as to 
W. You said the w. were too low there. 

r. HEWITT, of New York. I am not and never was a high pro- 
tectionist at all. My friend from Pennsylvania, Judge KELLEY, will 
tell you that I am not regarded as sound on this question. 

Mr. COX, of New York. But Judge KELLEY is not regarded as 
sound on that question. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I never thought he was. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I should like to know who is sounder than Judge 
KELLEY on that question! 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I differ from the gentleman in regard 
to the views of J neg KELLEY being sound. 

Mr, COX, of New York. I will say with the permission of the gen- 
tleman that when the question of Bessemer steel comes up—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewirr] 
has the floor. Does he yield to his colleague? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New Tork. Will this come out of my time? 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Then I do not yield. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will explain the Bessemer-steel matter 
in my five minutes, 

Mr, BANKS. I rise to a question of order. The subject of protec- 
tion is not under debate. I want to hear the views of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Hewirr] in relation to the Paris exposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of ordor is not well taken. It seems 
to be the custom for members to exercise their own discretion as to 
the subjects discussed in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. The gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I would not have discussed the ques- 
eee of protection but that my colleague misrepresented me on that 

nt. 
5 0 COX, of New York. I did not attack my colleague, but drew 
from the exposition reports to show that we should have no more of 
that sort of thing. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. This exposition, Mr. Chairman, will 
afford a very unusnal opportunity to enlarge the area of our market, 
because Germany, Russia, and Turkey are in such a situation that 
they can take no part in the exhibition; Russia and Turkey because 
they are at war; 8 „ not, as I have been erroneously reported to 
have said, because of feelings of envy and hatred, but because of the 
political necessities of the position of Germany at this juncture. I 
think the nt German government yf Aare at with the French 
Republic, but the condition of affairs in Frauce has been such that it 
is possible that an outbreak might occur at any moment which might 
force Germany to energetic steps for self-protection, For that reason 
she has declined to participate in this exhibition. But the Germans 
will all go to Paris to see what other people exhibit, and in the 
absence of their own exhibits they will give a most careful and pro- 
found study to the exhibition of American products. 

Now it is quite true that the people of the United States have never 
made a proper exposition of their products. At Paris it was very 
meager, although they did carry off a very undue proportion of prizes. 
In Vienna it was a little more extensive, but not such an exhibition 
as we ought to have made. At this time the whole country is alivo 
to the importance of this exhibition, and for tho first time we are 
going to show what we can do; and I venture to predict that when 
we do show what we can do, as we did at Philadolphia, the prizes 
will fall to the lot of our exhibitors. In other words, wherever there 
is competition the American article will carry off the 
such products as cotton goods alongside of the French and the English 
competition. I venture to predict that our cotton trade, which 
within three years has grown from nothing up to $12,000,000 and this 
year promises to be $15,000,000 of exports, will be vastly extended b 
being brought into direct competition with English and French prod- 
ucts. Our cotton goods are coming into use even in England, aud 
will come into use in France as soon as our commercial arrangements 
with that country will permit. 

One of the best fruits that will come ont of this exhibition will be 
the fact that it will compel a revision of our commercial treaties with 
France. It is a di to the diplomacy of this country that these 
treaties have been allowed to remain in their present condition. The 
importance of a revision will be forced upon the attention of our 
Government; it will be forced upon the attention of our people; it 
will be forced upon the attention of the French Government by tho 
demands of their own population, and we shall have at last a system 
of reciprocity between the United States and France which will enor- 
mously increase our trade. ; ; i 

Now, it seems to be the fashion to ridicule the increase of trade. I 
have been weak enongh to suppose that one of the great objects 
we had in coming here was to promote the increase of trade. I 
have been weak enough to suppose that this very bill found its con- 
stitutional warrant under a provision of the Constitution the appli- 


even in 
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cation of which to such bills has never been called in question. I 
have read tho debates and I cannot find that any leading man has 
ever questioned the constitutionality of such appropriations—not 


even my colleague who was in Congress when they were made. I 
find that Congress has “the power to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations,” and that is all there is of this thing. It is first a question of 
national courtesy—and that portion can be defended under the diplo- 
matic power—and, secondly, of enlarging commerce. 

Now, having but little time left, I wish to Tie the testimony of 
M. Kuhlman ils, one of the French commissioners, himself a most 
eminent chemist, as to the superiority of American natural forces and 
the skill with which we manage them. I read from his report upon 
the Philadelphia exhibition: 

The rapid examination which we made of products of the chemical arts in the 
e tion at Philadelphia established very clearly the romarkable development of 
this industry in the United States. We do not hesitate to say that this rapid prog- 
ress in manufactures to all the members of our jury the most interesting 
and most characteristic feature of this exposition. 

Wo do not 5 in saying that soil of the United States contain the 
elements of nearly all the great industry to a most extended degree. 

The mines of iron, copper, silver, and gold seem to offer inexhaustible resources. 

Petroleum, this great source of heat and light, has and will bring great wealth 


to that country. 
Coal, the vital element of all the industries, is found in vast quantities, and is 
ten 


easy of exploitation. It is estimated that the coal-basins cover more than 
millions of acres, and at Pittsburgh coal costs but $1 per ton. 

Anthracite, the exploitation of which rescore one-third of tho fuel extracted 
he 5 mines, enters largely in working -furnaces and conducting other met- 

urgic operations. 

eee the means of transportation are admirably organized in the United 
States. The net-work of railroads re t upward of eighty miles. 
Rivers traverse it in all directions, shing cheap transportation to coal and ores. 

Salt and sulphur are found as yet only to a limited extent; but there is native 
sulphur and an abundance of pws in the United States, which must at some 

the chemical industry of that Seca k 

industrial arts in America will not only soon 
there will come a timo when the course of trade 


wi 
We would be amazed to see any cessa ion in the progress of 
sakaran mier Poa pimen ees P 


resources. 


That is the future predicted for us by intelligent foreigners. Bir, 
the resources of the country will meet amply these great expecta- 
tions. Ifor one wish to accelerate the coming of the time when these 
results shall be realized, and when the coun which we represent 
shall occupy its legitimate rank at the head of the commercial and 
industrial nations of the world. Hence I urge the passage of this 
bill as a graceful act of courtesy and a wise measure of policy. 

Mr. SWANN. Mr. Chairman, I thank you for recognizing me and 
for the courtesy you have extended to mein recognizing me, but the 
state of my voice forbids that I should address the House, and I will 
not claim the time accorded to me for closing this debate. 

Mr. MONROE. I am one of those, Mr. Chairman, who are more 
anxious to reach a vote on this bill than to make s hes upon it, 
and I shall therefore occupy the time of the committee but a few 
moments. Itis gratifying tome toobserve that, whatever difference 
of opinion may exist in regard to this measure, we are all peed 
that it is of the — importance for onr people to extend our 
markets abroad. Indeed, sir, this has become almost indispensable 
for us. We now have so great an accumulation of labor, and that to 
a great extent, of labor unemployed, that nothing can be moreimpor- 
tant to the country than the enlargement of our foreign market so as 
to set to work the whole body of our laborers. Now, sir, I submit 
this proposition: that there are regions of the world where there aro 
large markets which are ready for us ; markets which properly belong 
to us, which we do not now but which, by giving proper 
attention to the gale’ and ex: iiag fn proper degree of enterprise, 
we may he Secretary of State has recently taken one 
important step in this direction. He has made it, by an order, the 
duty of all consular officers abroad to examine this subject in their 
several localities and make reports upon it to our Government, and 
to our le. This will do good; but we need togo a step further. 
We to make foreign conntries, where we should naturally find 
a market, thoroughly acquainted with our products. And we also 
need to become better acquainted with the people of these countries, 
their wants, their tastes, and even their prejudices. For the aceom- 
plishment of these ends I believe international exhibitions to be of 
the greatest value. They have been very useful in the past and will 
be still more useful in the future. 

Now, reference has been made by several gentlemen to countries 
with which our trade might be increased. As I do not wish to repeat 
what other gentlemen have said, I will take as an illustration of what 
I mean, the Empire of Brazil, of which I happen to have some per- 
sonal knowledge; and what I say in reference to Brazil will Kerns e 
cable, in a measure, to the other countries of Sonth America and to 
other parts of the world, I take Brazil as an example of nations 
where we ought to find a market. Brazil, with a population of ten 
millions of people, has a territory in extent 2 5 than that of En- 
rope and nearly as large as the entire United States. The imports 
from that country amount annually to $42,000,000, while our annual 
exports are only $7,000,000, leaving a balance of trade against us of 
$35,000,000. From my knowledge of that country and from a careful 
study of the subject 1 am prepared to say that this balance of trade 


against us, in Brazil, is wholly unnecessary. There is nothing more 
nonecessary, more useless, or more hurtful to us in all our commer- 
cial relations than this balance of trade against us. We ought to pay 
for every dollar of these imports from Brazil with our exports. 

Look at the facts and see what might be accomplished. There are 
four t classes of products — roduced in our country 
which it is natural for us to produce an lor which we should find 
an ample market in Brazil. The first is the cereals, especially wheat 
flour; the second is the cheap textile fabrics, especially those of cot- 
ton; next come ieultural machin and implements, and last 
that whole class of products known as “ Yankee notions.” To begin 
with wheat flour: the demand for this is large in Brazil, and will be 
larger as soon as the people of the interior learn, as they will, to eat 
wheat bread instead of the meal of the manioc root. at empire 
cannot produce much wheat. 

Now, sir, we ought to supply the whole of this demand. We have 
been in the habit for some years of exporting to Brazil about fonr mill- 
ion dollars’ worth of wheat flour; we ought to export double that 
amount. Indeed we should furnish them with every barrel of flour 
they need. 

Mr. FRYE. How can we do that when we haye no means of car- 
rying it there? 

Mr. MONROE. Certainly no country on the face of the whole 
earth can make a barrel of 55 flour cheaper than the United States 
can. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] and all of us, I think, 
will admit that. I think all will also agree that there is no intrinsic 
reason why we should not be able to put a barrel of flour down in 
Brazil as cheaply as anybody can do it. But that is not the question 
for us to consider now. It was clear to me while I was residing there 
that we should furnish them every barrel of flour they require. 

Then the cheap textile fabrics, especially those of cotton which 
are adapted to that climate. The consumption of these articles in 
Brazil is immense, and we should furnish the whole of them. Have 
we not the cotton in the United States? Have we not the cotton 
mills and perfected machinery ? Can we not feed our laborers cheaply, 
2 pave we not all the facilities for producing these cheap textile 

rics 

Let me cite an instance in illustration. A gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, as well informed probably as any man in the State, told me 
that last year a great cotton-manufacturing firm of that State had 
sent to Liverpool two thousand cases of cotton cloth and sold them 
there at a profit. They had become convinced that they could do it 


again, and they were going to doit again. If New England can do 
that for Live l she certainly can do it for Rio de Janeiro, for Bra- 
zil, for South America. As the matter now stands Great Britain selis 


to the people of Brazil about twenty million dollars’ worth of chea 
cotton cloths every year. We ourselves ought to sell them every dol- 
lar of that amount. There is no reason in the world why we should 
not do it. It must be simply because there is something wrong about 
us somewhere, in the way in which we manage, and, for one, J am 
determined to help my fellow-countrymen to work at this matter 
until we find out where the difficulty is. I believe the cultivation of 
mutual acquaintance as fast and as thoroughly as we can bring it 
about will help us tind what that trouble is. Then there is this whole 
class of agricultural implements and machinery. The demand of 
Brazil is very great for these. They have no manufacturing estab- 
lishments and are not likely to have. The coffee-planters of Brazil 
want machines for hulling their coffee—that is, for separating the 
dried pulp from the bean. Then they want u machine to rupture the 
enticle which incloses the two halves of the coffee-bean, and then 
they want winnowing-machines and fanning-machines. 

he sugar-planters want mills to crush the cane, and they want 
boilers and evaporators. The rice-planters need machines for clean- 
ing rice, and the cotton-planters machines for their peculiar products. 
And so of other products that I might name. Here is an immense 
market for us. It was perfectly evident to me while I was residing 
in that country that the United States ought to furnish every machine 
that Brazil requires for purposes of this kind. 

Intelligent men, English merchants among them, with whom I 
conversed while there, said that for machines which are strong, 
cheap, and simple, and which are what the laborers of Brazil peek, 
the United States can certainly compete with the whole world. As- 
tonishment was expressed to me repeatedly that we had not the con- 
trol of that whole market. Americans have taken ion of it 
to some extent, and some Americans from New York have made for- 
tunes there; but we ought to have the whole of it; there never 
should be any limitation whatever upon our control of that market. 

Then take the great multitude of things called Yankee notions, 
and which nobody can define or classify. They are peg which 
save labor and add to our comfort and convenience in the house, on 
the farm, in the shop, the the mill, and everywhere. They 
comprise a thousand different articles, and the Brazilians have been 
dae we learning to use them. They have a natural prejudice 
against change, but that is being overcome. We certainly ought to 
have this whole business of selling Yankee notions. If the Yankees 
cannot find a market for Yankee notions, then what people can doit? 

I have rapidly run over these four classes of products, and I repeat 
that the demand for them in Brazil opens up an immense market to 
us. There are other things about which I have said nothing. such 
as sowing-machines, dairy products, and petroleum; in all of which 
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a penie business will some day be carried on with that country. 
I have spoken only of these four great classes of products, wheat 
flour, cheap cotton fabrics, agricultural machinery and implements, 
and the whole class of what are called Yankee notions. ere is a 
great market in Brazil for these things, a market which is worth 
many million of dollarsin clear profits, and it all naturally and prop- 
erly belongs to the United States. 

Now, why are we not enjoying that market? That is the practical 
question. Perhaps there are several causes; but there is one reason 
which I believe to be quite as influential as any other, and that is, 
first of all, the want of proper information among the people of 
Brazil themselves in regard to the usefulness and ps Bs of the 

roducts which we can offer them. I am satisfied that they need to 
more thoroughly informed in this respect. The nations of Europe 

t into Brazil before us; they established their great commercial 

ouses there; their governments have lent patronage and aid to their 
businessmen. The Brazilians have become accustomed to make their 

urchases of these houses and of these nations. They have come to 
ook upon that as being the right thing. The whole race to which 
they belong are naturally slow in making changes. They are slow 
in changing their commercial relations when once established. Habit 
has great influence with them. 

The Emperor of Brazil is a man of great enlightenment and liber- 
ality of feeling. Many of his ministers of state and of the public 
men of that country have the same characteristics. But the great 
mass of those ten millions of people are slow in taking a new idea 
of this kind. They are not at all deficieut in strong sense and iu 
shrewdness, but they are by constitution cautious; they dislike to 
me. oe I in that try facts peatedly to t- 

ow, when I was in that count came re my a 
tention showing that the channels in which trade flowed there were 
largely due to this want of proper. information among the people 
themselves. For instance, on more than one occasion my attention 
was called to the fact that American of a better quality had to 
be sold for less than goods from Enrope of inferior quality. I was 
told also that sometimes American which, under tLe name of 
American, had lain a long time in some house until they had become 
rusty, were finally cleaned up and removed to some other establish- 
ment, where, under the name of British goods, they were sold for more 
than had ever been asked for them when offered as American goods. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, these facts show that what is needed by that 
whole people, as by many other people with whom we communicate, 
is a fuller understanding of what our products are; their quality, 
their usefulness, and their cheapness. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the geutleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. MONROE. Certainly. 

Mr. FRYE. Suppose a Brazilian merchant orders to-day a hundred 
cases of boots and shoes from New York or a hundred cases of cotton 
goods; by what means of transportation can he receive them? 

Mr. MONROE. There are sailing-vessels constantly running be- 
tween New York and Brazil. 

Mr. FRYE. Bat will a Brazilian merchant depend upon a sailing- 
vessel in ordering — 

Mr. MONROE. That would depend somewhat upon the urgency 
of the case and npon the nature of the Í 

Mr. FRYE. Bat can the gentleman conceive of a New York mer- 
chant ordering from Brazil, for instanco, a hundred cases of 
and depending upon a sailing-vessel fur their transportation? I 
wish to call the gentleman’s attention to this point: Is it not a fact 
that there is not a line of steamers to-day plying between the United 
States and Brazil? 

Mr. MONROE. That is quite true. 

Mr. FRYE, Is it not a fact that to-day we have to send goods to 
Brazil by way of Liverpool? s 

Mr. MONROE. That may sometimes happen. I understand the 
object of the gentleman’s questiou, and some day I shall be happy to 
go into that question. I cheerfully adwit that any country in our 

y labors under a great disadvantage, commercially, which has 
zo ee of steam communication with countries with which it seeks 
to 0. 2 

Mr. FRYE. One more question: Does the gentleman believe that 
a steamship line from New York to Brazil would be self-supporting 
for the first six years ? 

Mr. MONROE. I think it wonld become self-supporting much 
sooner than that if we can only awaken, and I think we can, an in- 
telligent demand for our products. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the gentleman from Ohio vote to subsidize a 
e Iine to Brazil 7 

Mr. MONROE. That question I will enter upon when I have time 
to Liat the reasons for my ns a pont 

r. FRYE. I would be glad to do so. 

Mr. MONROE. I have only to say that the proverb about not 
3 a stream till we get to it is a pretty one. At present 
we will merely cross the river that we have reached. My object to- 
day is simply to establish the fact that there is a great market for us 
in Brazil; that in all reason we ought to have that market; and that 
one of the things which would contribute to secure that result would 
be a more thorough acquaintance between her peuple and ours, which 
I believe will be promoted by an international exposition. Ido not 
mean to say that expositions will accomplish everything. There are 


no doubt many things that need to be done; but I take the ground 
to-day that every international exposition is one very useful means 
toward the end. 

How does an exposition of this kind operate? Commissioners come 
from Brazil and from other countries with which we wish to trade; 
they visit Paris; they carry their products with them, and they find 
there our commissioners and business men and merchants with our 
products. There follows a thorough examination of our products, of 
their cheapness and their quality. The Brazilian commissioners go 
home; they make their reports; these reports are themselves read 
by their intelligent men, by their business men, and their public 
men; they are quoted by their newspapers, and there comes to be a 
better understanding in time of the real advantage which it would 
be to them to carry on this trade with us. Then, again, our own 
commissioners come home with a better knowledge of the Brazili 
and I must say we need to learn something, for our business men a 
the agents of our business houses and our shipmasters who have vis- 
ited foreign ports have not always acted with discretion; have not 
always exhibited that respect for the opinions and tastes and preju- 
dices of other nations that they ought to have done. We, 
need a little more of true commercial spirit ourselves in our relations 
with foreign peoples. 

Now this interchange of opinion, this mutual good understanding 
is what is wanted between ourselves and these foreign countries where 
these great markets are opening for us. We have already dove much 
for ourselves in the past. Considerable has been made by 
means of the international exhibitions which have already been 
held. But, sir, we need to go further. If we break off our social re- 
lations with other great nations, at this point, we shall lose ground ; 
we shall not even keep what we have got. 

If we step out of line with them we shall find ourselves falling 
back ; that we cannot maintain our relative rank commercially to the 
other great nations of the earth. We must keep abreast with them 
in all these great enterprises whose object is to extend the knowl 
of products and keep alive the commercial spirit throughout t 
world. The United States, oe noble position which it occupies 
among the nations, ought to be one of the foremost in carrying out 
these great plans whose purpose is to make the nations of earth 
better acquainted with each other, to extend the blessings and bene- 
fits of each to every other, to set down every article made in every 
land at the door of any man in any other lard whose home it would 
adorn, or bless, or comfort, or whose invalids it would heal. This is 
the true ideal; this universal, brotherly interchange of commodities 
around the whole globe is the ideal our Christian civilization is aim- 
ing at, and this is what we ougbt to help to accomplish. 

e cannot afford, Mr. Chairman, to fall back sulkily out of line, 
and so let the other natious che by without our having any lot 
or pa in the matter. If we carry out that policy, we shall 
find ourselves, in about ten years, set down in the geographies of 
civilized nations as among the half-civilized people, who exhibit no 
interest in manufactures, in commerce, in extending their power, 
their trade, and their inflaence among other nations. We cannot 
afford that. As a lover of the great institutions of my country, as a 
lover of its Constitution, and I am devoted to it as earnestly as any 
man upon this floor, as one who desires to secure for my country the 
trade of the whole earth, from side to side of the globe, I hope we 
shall not fail to do our duty like men, and show a cordial and > 
interest in accepting the invitation which this old ally of ours, this 
republican fricnd of ours, has extended to us. 

And now, sir, in conclusion, as several of the members from my own 
State have exchanged a word with me on this point, I think I am 
safe in saying that the whole State of Ohio would feel an interest in 
the passage of this bill. I shall be tly surprised if a single mem- 
ber of this House from that State shall vote against it, and I believe 
if the gron could be submitted to a vote of the people of the 
State of Ohio that nine-tenths of the voters of both the great parties, 
ang. all . 8 an a of a bill for 8 on 
this great work. tate io great interest in in 
our markets abroad. y 

We are one of the very foremost of the grain-growing States of the 
Union. Almost the whole breadth of the State is given up either to 
agriculture or to dairy products. It is one of the foremost agricul- 
tural States in the Union. The raising of cereals, the production of 
dairy products, and the rearing of cattle and horses occupy the great 
mass of the people. 

Then, sir, we are becoming a great 5 Our larger 
cities, like Cincinnati and Cleveland, are already known throughout 
the world for their manufacturing industries; and the cities of the 
second rank, like Columbus, Toledo, Dayton, Zanesville, Newark, 
Akron, and Springfield, are also celebrated for the variety of their 
products and the industry and enterprise they have exhibited. The 
city of Akron in my own district, a city of fifteen or twenty thousand 
inhabitants and one of the most enterprising cities in the land, has 
sucha variety of manufacturing interests within its own limits that 
it could supply most of the kinds of products which I have spoken 
of as being demanded in Brazil. 

Ohio is a State which from side to side is full of great industries. 
It does not ask to have this appropriation cut down. It does not 
ask that when our 9 sister France invites us to join in this 
exhibition the United States should refuse to have anything to do 
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with the matter. I trust, sir, that this bill will be passed with at 
least every dollar in it that has been asked for. If we go on conr- 
ageonsly with these enterprises, we shall finally find ourselves com- 
manding the markets of the world. But, Mr. Chairman, if we give 
up these enterprises and enterprises like these, we shall soon find 
the nation we all love so well falling far behind in the race of civili- 
zation. 

Mr. CRAPO. It is too late in the world’s history to question 
seriously the wisdom and utility of international expositions. Since 
the first grand display at London in 1851, followed by ear of 
increasing magnificence at Paris, Vienna, and Philadelphia, it is ad- 
mitted that their usefulness and advantages far outweigh the inci- 
dental expenditures of money and labor. These e itions can no 
1 be regarded as experiments, for they have outlived the period 
of doubts and have become well recognized and established factors 
in the progress and civilization of the world. 

The friendly competition and rivalry of nations in the exhibition 
of their products and manufactures and in the display of the highest 
achievements of their labor have been and will continue to be most 
beneficial. By means of this fraternity of nations, which accom- 
pant this competition and display, and which destroys their preju- 

ice and enlarges their knowledge and increases their respect for each 
other, the well-being of people and States ispromoted. Theinfluences 
of these world’s fairs are for peace, friendship, and mutnal good-will. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I do not propose to discuss the aids and advan- 

to the moral well-being and advancement of the nations of 
tho earth by these great international reunions. What I desire is 
simply to say a few words in su of these resolutions and in be- 
half of the and industry of the country, although not in the 
direction of my colleague on the committee, the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. 3 to indicate how our material pros- 
perity and national wealth may be advanced by a participation in 
this exhibition. Now I venture the assertion that the American work- 
man, in the originality of his devices, in the multiplicity of his de- 
signs, and in the ingenuity and perfection of his handiwork is sur- 
passed by none in the world. Ouar skilled artisans, our earnest, 
thoughtful, practical mechanics, have no superiors. With our labor- 
saving machinery, invented by and operated by the intelligent work- 
men of this country, we are steadily advancing in the front rank of 
manufacturing nations. What weneed to-day are the markets of the 
world. We have already reached the point, in many of our indus- 
tries, where we are producing the manufactured article as cheaply as 
it is produced by any of the nations of Europe. We want foreign 
markets ae our ces us rae We vant the consumers of Europe to 
buy not only our breadst our cot tobacco, but also to bu 
ee eee articles. 2 0 

Take for example one of our t industries, the manufacture of 
cotton goods. The New England factories, by the perfection of their 
machinery, and by the intelligence of their operatives, are makin 
goods which are equal to the best fabrics of English manufacture, — 
they are making them at a cost which permits their sale even at Man- 
chester, the great cotton manufacturing center of England. We have 
studied the English processes and have improved upon them; and 
now we want foreign markets upon an equality with England. While 
our pi e from 1860 to 1875 increased 33 per cent. the cotton spin- 
dles of this country, in the same period, increased 82 ope cent. Our 
2 for production exceeds our consumption. lief for this 
industry must come, not through tariffs, but it must come through 
exportation, We can maunfacture cotton goods as cheap as England 
ean. France buys of England $15,900,000 of cotton goods yearly. 
Cotton cloths upon the counters of Paris beara higher pes than they 
do in New York. We want France with her forty millions of popu- 
lation to compare our cotton goods with the cotton goods of England. 
We want France to make a comparison of qualities and prices, and 
then to join with this country in the removal of those prohibitions 
which exclude our from her markets. 

And what I have said, Mr. Chairman, with reference to cotton 

can be said of the products of other American industries, In 
the opening up of foreign markets to our manufactures we can revive 
many of our languishing and depressed industries and stimulate their 
further development. In thus stimulating and extending our pro- 
ductions, in the conversion of raw materials into manufactured arti- 
cles, we give increased employment, and more remunerative employ- 
ment, to our labor. 8 

Now, the Paris exposition can aid us greatly in the attainment of 
these foreign markets. I will not dwell upon this point after the 
full and forcible statements which have been made by those who 
have preceded me. But the penuriousness which would exclude us 
from competition with other nations, and which would thereby ex- 
clude us trom foreign markets, is not in the interest of economy, 
neither is it in the interest of the labor and industry of the country. 

One remark further, Mr. Chairman. The United States cannot 
affurd to retire from these competitive exhibitions. By means of 
these exhibitions the exact condition and the comparative merits of 
the inventive skill and industries of all the nations of the world are 
established. In the contest for improvements, in the struggle for the 
cheapening of production and in the perfection of workmanship, the 
American artisan must keep up with and in advance of the artisans 
of the Old World. In order to do this he must see and study the 
operations of his rivals. Thousands of earnest, thoughtful cet ina 


men went to Philadelphia last 5 — and there they saw and studied 
the best products of most skilled workmen of other Jands; there 
they saw and studied the choicest specimens in the arts and sciences. 
The result of this will bea rye of material wealth in new appliances 
and in improved methods. If we would secure and maintain suprem- 
acy we must not exclude onr le from these competitive tests, 
but give them the 1 t facilitics for engaging in them. 

The sum named in these resolutions and recommended by the com- 
mittee is very inconsiderablein comparison with the great advantages 
which, directly and indirectly, our industries are to reap from the ex- 
penditure. The poopie of this country, sir, will not begrudge an ap- 
propriation which furnishes to them so many opportunities for profit- 
able returns. 

The amount proposed is small for the purposes indicated. The 
appre riation has been cut down by the committee to the lowest pos- 
sible figure. Any further reduction as eon by the gentleman 
from New York I Mr. Cox] will 1 the commission and prevent 
the attainment of the results which aro so earnestly desired by the 
farmer, the o ive, and the business men of the country. 

Mr. HARRISON. It is with very great regret and with great sur- 
rise that I find gentlemen on this floor opposing this appropriation. 
ir, how can any American refuse to meet France in her invitation to 

us? How can one standing in this Hall, with that picture thero at 
your left, of a man considered by Americans to be the one who shculd 
stand by the side of our chief, next to that of Washington, op 
this bill? Sir, when we were in trouble, when it was doubtful if we 
could sustain ourselves, when England was likely to have crushed 
out the ied ee of the colonies, iE was France, coming here in the 
name of her king, represented by La Fayette and represented by thon- 
sands of other Frenchmen and by the money of tho French people, 
that hel us to sustain ourselves in achieving our independence. 
Sir, the nch people are a sensitive people, a courteous people, a 
ite people, and if we should refuse, for the consideration of the 
ew EA Fag dollars that it would cost, to accept this invitation, they 
would consider it a discourtesy not to be forgotten for a lon 
of years. Sir, not ouly should we do this as a duty tow those 
people in recompense to them for the courtesy they havo paid us, as 
one of the means to show them how gratitude still keeps memory 
fresh, as a duty to those who befriended us in our great need, but 
we should do it as a duty to our own people, for every nation on the 
earth will be represented there, every nation in Christendom. Eng- 
land has already voted $400,000 to have her people properly repre- 
sented there, and if we should refuse to vote this $150,000 because, 
forsooth, some gentlemen say it will be to pamper the rich manufact- 
urer, we shall our nation. 

Sir, the rich manufacturer can go there at his own expense without 
Government aid; but the small manufacturers, the thousand manu- 
facturers of small means, cannot be represented there without the 
action of the Government. France says to us that she will admit no 
single exhibitor unless he comes under the governmental frank. They 
cannot get there 7 through the act ion of the Government. The 
men of IIlinois, of Chicago, of Saint Louis, wishing to send some 
article of their manufactures to Paris, cannot do it without the aid of 
the Government. Without such aid, even if individual exhibitors 
would be received, the small manufacturer would be unable to go 
with his product; for he would have to trust it to a marine merchant- 
ship, where it might probably be wholly destroyed. But if the Gov- 
ernment furnishes a ship to carry American goods, they will go ovet 
under the American flag, under the care of an American commis- 
sioner, will be taken care of at Havre, will be transported with care 
to Paris, and then be properly placed in the exposition; therefore 
it will be for the benefit and profit of the poor manufacturer rather 
than for the benefit of the rich and bloated manufacturer, as the gen- 
tleman from Indiana terms him. 

Sir, manufacturers are not very much bloated in this land to-day. 
Thousands are working at a loss, Thousands have been compelled 
to close their shops and mills. Every mill which closes takes bread 
from poor men and women. Every mill we enable to set running 
helps poor men, helps the farmer. Every avenue we open to the ex- 
e of American manufactures helps the poor directly and the 

armer indirectly. If by aiding our manufacturer to find a new 
market for his goods we will be giving food to hungry men and 
women, we will be putting garments on the half-clad. 

Some gentlemen tell us t cannot vote for this; that it is not 
constitutional. Sir, there are men who will always wrap themselves 
in aniron mantle of strict construction whenever they want to play 
the rigid economist. Whenever men want not to do a thing it is 
easy to say that the Constitution forbidsthem. We have been doing 
things like these ever since the formation of the Government, and 
the right to do them has never been denied except when some ono 
wanted to object to them for certain reasons. One class mects 
us with the strict-construction objection. To that class I offer no 

ent. As old President Wolsey said, when the man came to 
him and denied free a cy: Let argument stop; you are out of the 
pale of argument;” there is no use talking to such men. 

There is another class who oppose it on the ground of economy, 
and to that class I shall have something to say. There is another 
class still, represented by one individual who opposes it because it 


affords him an admirable opportunity to make a brilliantly funny 
omist, the man who -opposes it because we 
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cannot afford it, let me say that we need this because we are poor in 
this country; we need this because we want to extend our commerce 
and our manufactures. Look at the discrepancy between the exports 
of America to France, to England, and to Germany. We exported 
last year to England, of mowers and reapers, five hundred and sev- 
enty-three thousand dollars’ worth; to Goeman $348,000; and to 
France, $115,000. Like the gentleman from New York, [Mr. HEWITT, ] 
I was presens in 1851 when the first American mower cut the grass 
at Hyde Park, and that exposition did more to carry into England a 
kuowledge of the machinery of America than all the trade which we 
had succeeded in getting up in a decade of years, 

As to the machinery of iron, we export to England to the value of 
$591,607; to Germany, $463,000; to ce, $19,111. Sir, we want 
this exposition in order that wo may be able to put before them our 
vast machinery that they may learn how to com it with that of 
other countries. In the matter of sewing-machines we exported to 
England to the value of $594,000; to Germany, $367,000, and to 
France, 857,000. We want this exposition so that our sewing ma- 
chines can be brought where the Frenchman can see them—see them 
when he is dressed in his gala-day clothes, and when he is disposed 
to look npon the commodities of foreign people with kindness; when 
he is on his good behavior to all the world, and will feel disposed to 
like his visitors. 

Of wooden ware we export to England $91,000, to Germany $36,000, 
and to France $590. Of household furniture we axport to England 
$75,000, to Germany $30,000, and to France $13,000. Of our illuminat- 
ing oils ee takes $2,424,000, Germany $350,000, and France 
$127,000. OË bacon aud hams England takes $30,577,000; France 
$412,000. Why is that? It is because England, through her inter- 
course with France is filling France to-day with cured meat from her 
own colonies and from the stores we send to her, while she is taking for 
her own use meats from America. Wesend to England many millions 
of dollars’ worth of hams and cooked meats, and they are shipped across 
to France and sold there; we cannot sell them to France directly. Sir, 
from my own town a hundred beeves are killed each day, to be cooked 
and packed into cans for the English market. These meats are better 
adapted to the economical French than to the English. It is through 
expositions such articles are brought to the notice of a people. 

nd yet we are told here that we cannot expend $150,000 as a vast 
. agency. Barnum, who advertises monkeys and elephants, 
has probably spent over half a million of dollars iu advertising his 


show. 

Look a little farther; we send England over ten millions’ worth of 
cheese per annum, and to France none. Yet there is every year sent 
from England to France vast quantities of cheese called English 
cheese, but in reality manufactured in New York, Ohio, and Illinois, 
and taken over to England and called Cheshire cheese. We can get 
into the French market faster by these expositions than in any other 
way. 
8 when I was at the world's fair at London in 1851 every 
man was ready and anxious to be polite. It was a time when the 
people of the country exerted themselves to show their politeness to 
others. And, showing their politeness, they were disposed to look 
kindly upon the wares as well as upon the manners of other people. 
I recollect one day standing at the Ascot races; an intelligent-look- 
ing body of men at my side. My hat foll off, and one of them picked 
it up and remarked to me, “I suppose von are a German.” “No,” I 
replied, “I am au American.” “What part of America are you 
from?” “I am from Kentucky.” “Why, you speak wonderfully 
gan English.” [Laughter.] He was not aware until then that a 

entuckian could speak good English, [laughter,] and yet some of 
them can, 

That year Englishmen seemed to know no weariness in being po- 
lite; and yet they are not proverbial for being so. Bnt the world 
was their guest, and they examined his wares, rubbed their eyes in 
wonder, and made purchases. At the Paris en we will be 
regarded as ; jealousies will not be aro our manufactures 
will be criticized as the property of guests aud not of rivals. We 
will be able to make tho most of conservatism which wraps the 
French mechanic and French merchant. We will do more to break 
up the discriminating tariff which excludes our products from her 
markets than by years of diplomacy, by thousands of dollars spent 
on ministers and on consuls. 

It is through these great worlds’ fairs, these expositions, when the 

ple of the country are on their behavior, when they are dis- 
posed to hail the 13 of every other country in a kindly spirit, 
that jeulousies and rivalries are forgotten. They have the time to 
look at their wares and at their goods when they are taking a holi- 
day, and a good impression is made upon them; and then they go 
home aud compare them with those of their own people; and, com- 
paring, they learn that they are better, and then purchase. In that 
way foreign goods get a foothold; in this way commercial exchanges 
are rapidly augmented, 

We are able to compete with every other nation on earth 
on the French soil. Yet we cannot do it because of that conserva- 
tism of the French character, and which those who are acquainted 
with them at all know to be one of their strongest characteristics. 
Of all the characteristics of the French people conservatism is the 
most lasting. They change less rapidly than any other people, ex- 
cept perhaps in their straggles for om, when they sometimes do 
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jump from one government to another. But all their changes in gov- 
ernment have been because deep down in the French heart there is 
an aspiration for liberty. And to-day, having crushed out the mon- 
archy, having put down the beg e France isstruggling to maintain 
her liberty. Yet America, the Republic which France helped to build 
up in the far west, fearful lest we might spend a little money, is ready 
to deny France the privilege of having us there to represent our- 
selves. When the Frenchman shall learn that we have refused to 
participate in this affair he will shrug his shoulders. He may say, 
Americans are prsiy good people, bat their Gov: ah, it 4 
very ungrateful. i 

Sir, we export to France $45,000,000 of our products annually. 
We import from her $57,000,000. If you take from this export our 
cotton, and which does not return to us manufactured, our exports 
sink to $20,000,000, $10,000,000 less than one-half of what we from 
her. We export to England, exclusive of cotton, $184,000, and 
import from her $115,000,000. Thus our exports to England are 
$70,000,000 more than our imports, besides our vast cotton exporta- 
tion. To Germany, outside of cotton, our exports are $37,000,000, 
and imports from her thirty-five million dollars’ worth. 

Thus France takes from us less than half what she sells to us, 
while e Pegi abont the same she sells us, and England takes 
vastly more she sells us. Surely we need to be brought into 
closer commercial relations with France; and do gentlemen think 
that our bonds will be tightened by treating her with discourtesy ! 
Of all nations on earth the French will be least disposed to forget 
such an act. They will feel it as a cut from the people who, of all 
others, should be polite, generous, and kind to theni. 

The world’s fair in England brought the United States and Great 
Britain in closer proximity than our trading would have done in 
twenty years, As a consequence of the e ition in Austria we ure 
to-day selling hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of farming 
utensils in that country which before were unheard of there. That 
exhibition gave an impetus to the whole range of American machin- 
ery in foreign countries. Yet we are told that we must not make an 
appropriation here for such an object because, as my friend from In- 
diana [Mr. HAMILTON] says, “the people are poor and cannot afford 
it” His coustituency, he says, have instructed him that he must 
economize. Sir, true economy consists in preventing stealing, in 
preventing wasteful expenditures of the public money; but it is not 
economy to refuse to do those things that will bring us into closer 
communication with the trading nations of the world, which will be 
ae crumbs upon the waters to be gathered together a hundred- 

0 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. COX, of New York. Mr. Speaker, I have listened with great 
perar to the eloquence of my friend from Ilinois, [Mr. HARRISON. ] 

e always furnishes the House with a strong s h, but not always 
with a sound constitutional argument. In looking back at the Cen- 
tennial debate I find that he there anticipates the constitutional 
8 and I send to the Clerk's desk to be read one of the most 
eloquent passages Lever heard except that with reference to the 
Marine band. eee : 

Mr. HARRISON. The House will take it for granted that the 
speech is eloquent without having it read. 

Mr. COX, ot New York. I want it read—at least a sentence or two. 
It will not take very long. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

When the sun shall rise on the Fourth of July next and shall gild the hill-tops on 
the Saint John’s and the boom of the cannon is heard aunouncing tho one hundredth 
birthday of our existence, as the sun shall roll on in his march of a thousand miles 
an hour and gan after shall catch up tho dewnation of the last gun, the national 
anthem will swell, and, as it goes westward until reaching a line stretching from 
the far north to the extrome south on the Gulf of Mexico, oue grand be 
foundations of earth, echoed to 
the songs of the stars as they 


a peal of a thousand guns, rocking the ve: 
the blue vaults of heaven, mingling its tones 
roll in their musical spheres. 


[Great langhter.] 

Mr. MCKENZIE, The gentleman composed that English after he 
left Kentucky. (Laughter. 

Mr. COX, of New York, One might suppose that that was written 
by the Secretary of State, Mr. Evarts ; but it is not so. [Lau ator 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HARRISON] composed that Englis 
and spoke it; it was an argument in favor of the constitutionality 
of the measure.. [Laughter.] 

But, sir, I took the floor for the purpose of closing the debate, as it 
were, on our side of the House with one remark. What fell from my 
friend from Wisconsin [Mr. WILLIAMS] and my friend from New 
York [Mr. HEwrtr] as to Bessemer steel can well be answered by a 
reference to the coutest we had here on the tariff in 1870, before they 
were members, and when an iron-monger by the name of Morrell, from 
Pennsylvania 

A MEMBER. Was it not Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont? 

Mr. COX, of New York. No, sir; it was Daniel J. Morrell, of Penn- 
sylvania. Iam perfectly familiar with the name and the man. He 
voted to put $44.80 per ton on Bessemer steel. We were told by our 
friend Mr. Hewitt, in the Centennial debate, that our country bad 
saved $37,500,000 by the introduction of Bessemer steel into this 
country since 1867, and mainly through his own kind offices. Thie 
record on this subject shows that when the Centennial appropriation 
was before Congress, ou the 18th of January, 1870, it was urged that 
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Bessemer steel manufacture had been introduced into one establish- 
ment only in this country. My colleague said that he had visited 
every private establishment in France and England that was open 
to him, and he was enabled to study the process then unknown to 
our metallurgists, and by the introductions which he was enabled 
to secure to our mechanical beginners to bring back the knowledge 
required for the successful establishment of this business, This re- 
t may be briefly stated, as he said: 
That we have now ten first-class establishments for the manufacture of this 


stee 9 producing five hundred thousand tons 9 anninm ; — 5 to 
supply the demand of the country; and that tho prico of steel which was 
then $140. per ton, had then fallen to 905 per ton making an saving of 
$37,500,000 per annum. 


Thisstatement was repeated substantially to our committee in refer- 
ence to this measure to show the good results of such expositions. 
The gentleman did not tell us how much money had been taken by 
private duties and special patents on this Bessemer steel process by 
a few men up to the time when he was able to secure these millions 
of saving, or who Bot the money in the shape of bounties by our pro- 
tective duties and patents. I know that as late as 1871-72, when 
the tariff was under discussion, one if not two of the owners of this 
patented process were in Congress laboring to keep up the high tariff 
upon Bessemer steel. I remember that I then prena a petition 
from Commodore Vanderbilt, asking that the tariff might be removed 
that he might make safe transit and cheap traffic upon his ra 
I know that at that time the cost of Bessemer steel in Canada was 
the cost of common iron in this country for rails. 


TRON-MONGERING IN CONGRESS. 


Iknow that in our contest at that time, when Mr. Daniel J. Morrell, 
of Pennsylvania, one of the preat capitalists who owned these pat- 
ents, offered his vote in this House to retain these exorbitant tariffs, 
in the interest of the few owners, I challenged his vote. Copies of 
the patents were then present in the House to sustain the cha lenge. 
The House allowed him to vote, but so flagrant was the indecency 
that when he again ran for Congress, even in a tariff district, his peo- 
ple repudiated 

Here is a statement of the facts then detailed and the proceedings, 
showing how shamelessly these iron-mongers bring their selfish ob- 
jects here for legislation: 

The first tariff on this steel was equal to $88 a ton in currency, or 
45 per cent. ad valorem. When the price of the steel was reduced to 
$130 from $150 per ton, there was a protection of $67 per ton. When 
in Europe it was reduced $50 per ton, or $85 in New York, the pro- 
tection was $22 per ton. The committee (Globe, May 3, 1870, page 
3202) proposed to put it at $44.80. A petition, signed by thirty-three 
leading railroad men, asked for it. Why they? hy, these twenty- 
three owned interests in the steel wor Among them, two mem- 
bers with patents. Yes, and they voted. They carried the vote—78 
to 63, when this scene occurred : 

Mr. Cox. I rise to a point of order, and I make it with all respect to a member 
of this House. My point of order is this, that the 838 from Pennsylvania 
I Morrell] has voted on this question, and it has shown by the debate that 

ô is directly interested. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot entertain that as a point of order. 

Mr. Cox. I move that the committee riso and report that fact to the House, 
with a view of having a decision of the House on tho subject. 

The Cuarrmay. The Chair will announce the vote. The tellers reported—aves 
78, noes 63. So the amendment to the amendment is agreed to, and tho question 
recurs on agreeing tu the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri, | Mr. Benja- 
min,] as amended. 

T. Brooks, of New York. I demand tho reading of the rule. 

Tho Cnamuax. What rule! 

Mr. Brooxs, of New York. The rule in reference to members voting on ques- 
tions in which they are interested. 

The CoamMax, The Clerk will read the rule. 

The Clerk read as follows; 

No member shall vote on any question in the event of which he is immediately 
interested.” 

Hundreds of millions of dollars were taken from our people by 
reason of the tariff on Bessemer steel. It was in the enhanced cost of 
transportation of the various products, foreign and domestic, which 
we used, It was a little scheme on the of two members inter- 
ested iu Bessemer steel, I had in my desk at that time the patents, 
whereby it appeared that Mr. Morrell, of Pennsylvania, owned an 
interest in the Bessemer steel process. I challenged his right to vote, 
as the record shows. I was supported at that time by the honorable 
Speaker of this House, the Representative from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
RANDALL,] who did not always agree with me on tariff questions. 
We could not get Mr. Daniel J. Morrell’s vote cut out. It was passed 
by a vote of 78 to 63. They got their Bessemer steel process, with a 
big tariff on it. They taxed the people throngh their patents and 
their tariff. Now we are told that expositions and exhibitions made 
the Bessemer steel cheap to this country! Why, sir, the spectroscope 
and the thousand and one little things my friend learned abroad 
about Bessemer steel, did not lower the price of that article to the 
pees of F 12 Fe did lower Fh bad 

legislation, challen 0 tio t so that our were 
3 hundreds of millions. af Rnd 

The CHAIRMAN. General debate on this joint resolntion is now 
closed by order of the House. The Clerk will first read the joint 
resolution, and then the substitute pro by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Cox, j and then the substitute pro by the gen- 


tlemun from Indiana [ Mr. HAMILTON] for that substitute. 
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The Clerk read the joint resolution, as follows: 


Joint resolution in relation to tho international industrial exposition to bo held 
in Paris in 1878. 

Whereas the United States have been invited by the 3 of France to take 
in a universal oxposition of the productions of agriculturo, manufactures, and 

© fine arts, to bo held in Paris in 1878: Therefore, J 
Resolved by the Senateand Houseof resentatives of the United States of America 
tn Congress assembled, That said invita! is accepted, and that the governors of 
the several States be, and are hereby, requested to invite tho people of their respect- 
ive States to assist in the proper representation of the productions of our industry 


and of, tho natural resources of the 8 aud to tako auch further measures as 
may be n in order to secure to respective States the advantages to bo 
derived from beneficent undertaking. 


Sec. 2. That tho President be authorized to appoint a commissioner-general to 


rized, in his discretion, to assign one or more 
transport to and from Franco, freo of cost, the articles 
offered for exhibition by the citizens of the United States; and that 
partments of the Government which contribated to tho centennial 
exhibition in Philadelphia may place under the control of the commissioner-gen- 
eral, for exhibition, such icles as shall be deemed desirable to make a proper 
collective exhibit on behalf of tho Goverument of the United States; anu tho said 
commissioner-gen shall cause the same to bo returned to the several Dopart- 
ments at the closo of the exhibition; and the expenses thereof shall be defrayed 
72. cnr Ley hrs cd, a 
. n order to ra Om above aui and for 
the proper installation of the exhibition, and tho expenditures of the commissioner- 
general made under the direction of the Secretary of State, and with bis approval, 
and not otherwise, there be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of any money in tho 
7 N Botton a ee not nga enpro priston i 9 a bin cap or 
so mno! as may ur the pu erein s) w sum 
shall be ac erre under the direction of the — State. 
Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to transmit to Con- 
gress a detailed statement of the expenditures which may have been incurred 
under the provisions of this resolation. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read the substitute of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Joint resolution in relation to the international industrial exposition to be held in 
Paris in 1878. 


Whereas the United States have been invited by tho mblic of France to take 

ces in a universal e ition of the productions of agriculture, manufactures, and 
fine arts, to bo in Paris in 1878: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of ives of the United States of America 


riated out 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be p! under the 
on and control of the Secretary of State, to pay such expenses or salaries as 
in his discretion will carry out said objects; and said Secretary shall appoint such 
oners and employ such experts, artisans, and agents as in his judgment 

herei. pressed: Provided, That no other or further 

sum ropriated. 


Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of the commissioners and agents who may bo 
appointed under this t resolution to transmit to Congress, through the Depart- 
ment of State, a detailod statement of the manner in which such expenditures as 
are hereinbefore provided for are made by them, respectively, and make such othor 
reports as to said exposition as, in the judgment of the Secretary of State, may be 


nired. 
ar 4. That the Commissioner of Agriculture be, and he is hereby, instructed 
and authorized to collect and prepare, as far as practicable and with aa little delay 
as possi suitable specimens of the agricultural productions of the several States 
of 75 Dan ox = N si Ma Paris Lot gcse and ee) he take such 9 1 
and em suc cers in his department as he má: oper ; an ‘or 
ined — hind f the further sam of 


1 there be placed under his direction 
$50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary 6 which sum is 
hereby further appropriated out of any money not appropriated. 


Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, is it necessary to propose an amend- 
mos for the purpose of getting the floor to speak on that substi- 
tu 


te 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment already pending to that 
substitute, 

Mr, CONGER. I should like to hear the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York read. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has just been read by the Clerk. 

Mr. CONGER. I saw the gentleman’s name in the printed resolu- 
tion as having presented this as his amendment; but, sir, I concluded 
that must have been a mistake of the printer and the amendment 
which has just been read was not the amendment of my friend from 
New York. [Laughter.] I desire to know from him if the printed 
amendment which his name precedes is his amendment ? f 
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Mr. COX, of New York. I proposed the amendment as a substitute 
for the committee’s bill. 

Mr. CONGER. ‘The one just read? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Yes, sir. I propose to vote for that amend- 
ment. I do not propose, however, if that amendment is adopted, to 
commit myself to vote for the joint resolution. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion is not in order on that amendment. 
The first amendment in order is the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON, ] which will now be read. 

Mr. CONGER. I supposed this was oe? read w paragraphs for 
amendment in committee, and that we could amend as we go along. 
I now move to strike ont the last word of the amendment just . 
Mr. COX, of New York. I should like to say to my friend just 


this 

Mr. CON GER. I wish first to have my right to the floor settled. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I pro to vote for that amendment, 
but I do not propose if that amendment is adopted to commit myself 
to the committee’s resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. The joint resolution was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, together with a substitute and an amendment 
to that substitute in the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. KNOTT. We cannot hear a word that is being said. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. The Chair 
desires to state that the joint resolution was committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, together with a substitute therefor submitted by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox, ] and also an amendment to that 
amendment in the nature of a substitute submitted by the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON.) These three propositions were re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union and 
are first to be disposed of, or rather the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. HAUTON] is first to be disposed of before any 
other amendment can be received 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to discuss this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not the one before the committee now, as 
the first question before the committee is the amendment of the 

ooN from Indiana to the amendment of the gentleman from 

ew York. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to amend the first proposition. 

The CHAIRMAN, Nothing is in order excepta vote on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, which has first to be disposed of. The dis- 
cuion as the Chair has already remarked, has been closed by order 
of the House. 


Mr. CONGER. Do I understand the five-minutes discussion has | persons 


been precluded by Any Aeon of the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. We have not yet reached the five-minutes dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. CONGER. All the amendments and propositions can only be 
amended and discussed as they are passed over in the reading. The 
reading that has just taken place is, as I understand, by unanimous 
consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk has already read the joint resolution 
reported from the committee and the substitute offered therefor by 
the gentleman from New York,[Mr.Cox.] Those, ther with the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON, J 
were committed to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. The House limited the debate on them to four hours, and 
that time has now expired. No discussion is now in order on this 
amendment, nor is any other amendment in order until the House has 
disposed of the amen nt to the amendment submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON.] When that is py Bow of, 
it will be in order to move further amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. Allow me to say a word. The amendment proposed 
5 the gentleman from Indiana is a substitute for the resolution of 

e gentleman from New York. The rules permit the amendment to 
the prior proposition before the substitute is voted on or acted on. I 
wish to amend the proposition of the gentleman from New York before 
we act on the substitute which I think is within the rule. 

Mr. CLYMER. As I understand it—— 

Mr. CONGER. I oo to amend the proposition, for which a 
substitute is offered by the gentleman from Indiana, before action on 
that subject. I believe the rule authorizes that. 

Mr. CLYMER. I desire to ask a question, and it is this: Is not the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana an amendment in the 
second degree to the original proposition ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in the second degree. 

Mr. CLYMER. We cannot go beyond that at present. 

The CHAIRMAN, Yes, that isso. We have first to dispose of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana before any other amend- 
ment can be received. 

Mr. CONGER. Oh, no. I make the point we may first perfect the 
proposition of the gentleman from New York before we are called 
upon to vote on the substitute of the committee. 

Mr. CLYMER. I suggest the proposition of the gentleman from 
New York is in the nature of an amendment to the joint resolution 
of the committee, and the amendment of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana is an amendment in the second degree to the original proposition, 
and we cannot go beyond that. 

The C . The Chair will state to the House that the use 


VI——35 


of the word “substitute” does not change the nature of the case. It 
is simply an amendment to the amendment in the nature of a substi- 
tute, and the first proposition before the committee is the amendment 
of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. HaMILToN.] When that is dis- 
posed of, the Chair will recognize the gentleman to move a farther 
amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. Are not these propositions, before the vote is taken 
upon that, subject to the five-minutes debate f 

The CHAIR The Chair understands that these three proposi- 
tions were committed to the committee and general debate was lim- 
ited upon them. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not ask for general debate. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I call the gentleman to order. 

vrata ate I insist on my right to debate under the five-min- 
utes rule. 

Mr. SWANN. I call the gentleman to order. Let us proceed to the 
consideration of the amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion that the amend- 
ment submitted by the gentleman from Indiana is subject to debate 
under the five-minutes rule. He will recognize any gentleman who 
desires to favor it for five minutes and then any one who desires to 
op it for five minutes. 

r. CONGER, I desire to favor the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will first read the amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Substitute for the amendment of Mr. Cox, of New York, the following: 


Joint resolation in relation to the international industrial exposition te be held 
in Paris in 1878. 


Whereas the United States have been invited by the Republic of France to take 
in a universal exposition of the BF peg ears of agri manufactures, and 
© fine arts, to be held in Paris in 1878: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That said invitation is acce „and that the governors of 
the soveral States be, and are hereby, requested to invite the ple of their re- 
spective States to assist in the proper representation of the handiwork of our arti- 
sans and of the natau ral resources of the country, and to take such further measures 
as may be necessary in order to convince the people of France of the continued 
friendship of this Government toward their country and the interest we take in 


their rag e 
Sec. 2. That the President of the United States may, at his discretion, a t 
one commissioner-general to represent the United States in the p: tion, 


roposed © „ 
eight skilled artisans, and seven scientific experts, whose duty it shall be, if they 
the appointment under the provisions hereinafter mentioned, to visi 


soever 

Mr. CONGER. I believe I am recognized. Mr. Chairman, I was 
inadvertently led into saying I supported the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, I think I am justified in saying > 

Mr. HAMILTON. Can this debate go on after the time for which 
debate was allowed has passed? I understand thatif I do not desire 
to kon it the other side cannot speak against it. 

. CONGER. I desire to speak for it. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan has the floor. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope this will not come out of my time. 

I propose to make some remarks—and I cannot scarcely tell how it 
comes in here—in opposition to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana. I find the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana is so 
directly opposed to that of the gentleman from New York that I may 
well support his amendment instead of opposing the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York. I could scarcely believe, and I call 
the attention of the gentleman from New York to it—I could searcely 
believe from the gentleman’s speech, when I heard his amendment 
read here and looked into the bill and saw his name was affixed to it, 
or Speen it, as his amendment—I could hardly believe it was pos- 

ible, after hearing the gentleman’s speech on the constitutionality of 
making any appropriation at all for such a purpose, that could be his 
amendment. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. Will the gentleman allow me—— 

Mr. CONGER. Not now—in the next five minutes. [Laughtor. ] 
Now, the gentleman convinced me, or came as near doing it as it is 
possible for any man to convince me against my will, [laughter, ] it 
was entirely unconstitutional to appropriate money of the people of 
the United States for any such p as this. 

1 eee — of New York. I will vote against my own amendment 
if ado . 

Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman, in the recollection of all the 
witty things he says, can remember what position he did take on 
a constitutional question, will he tell me whether I am right or 
not 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will say to the gentleman, if my amend- 


ment 

Mr. CON GER. Not in my five minutes. 

Now, another proposition the gentleman made leads me to believe 
that he must be mistaken about this being his amendment. He said 
there was no need whatever for an appropriation of Government 
funds for carrying on such an exposition as this, because private en- 


posal of persons having goods for exhibition, for 
connected with said is exposition. 
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rise had always been 
nee be adequate to it. I 


uate to it and private enterprise would 

d by this amendment that the gentle- 
man was wrong in both of those propositions. His printed resolution 
shows him to be wrong. And I do not know whom to trust: whether 
to trust the gentleman from New York in his resolution or to trust 
the gentleman from New York in his speech. At any rate he limits 
the constitutional right of this Congress to 5 any money 

* 


at all to two-thirds. He appropriates $100,000, aud he claims that 
that is constitutional and that is legitimate. The bill of the com- 
mittee appropriates $150,000. My friend from New York goes the 
constitutionality of it two-thirds, but does not go it any better. 
{Langhter.] I make these remarks to draw out my friend and have 
him tell me, and tell this House, and tell the country whether the 
constitutionalit epange on the difference between $150,000 appro- 
priation and $100,000, It seems to me that if it is constitutional at 
all it is constitutional for $50,000 more. So it seems to me. 

But I am equally confused by another proposition. The gentleman 
from New York says there is no need of an appropriation because the 
wealthy manufacturers and producers of this country, if we will let 
the matter alone, will contribute, as they always have contributed, 
money enough to do for the honor and the glory and the interest of the 
United States all that is necessary. If they will contribute nothing 
when we appropriate $150,000, does the gentleman so far depreciate 
the e of these private citizens as to think they will stand 
between $100,000, his proposition, and $150,000, the committee’s prop- 
osition? Where does the gentleman range his constitutional provi- 
sions and within what limits does he circumscribe the patriotism and 
the magnanimity of the parae subscribers? Ishe going to draw a 
line between $100,000 and $150,000 ? 

As re that portion of the gentleman’s speech in which he 
refer to the pop-corn and the hot-corn, that I can understand. 
[Langhter.] His unkind flings against the old champion and ere- 
while leader, the weary and worn man who has returned from the 
pop-corn expedition, 1 cannot understand. I leave it for him to 
settle with his venerated chief the flings he has cast upon him in re- 
gard to his efforts abroad to secure harmony at home and bring pop- 
corn to its normal condition. 

{Here the hammer fell.] : 

Mr. COX, of New York, obtained the floor. 

Mr. CONGER. Now, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. COX, of New York. I cannot yield. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not ask the gentleman to yield. I have made 
these remarks that he may explain the discrepancy between his speech 
and his resolution. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will state, in answer to the gentleman 
from Michigan, that even if these amendments are indorsed and put 
in the bill we do not necessarily vote for them when the qnestion 
comes to be on the final p: . Perhaps that will cure the gentle- 
man’s little trouble about the constitutional question. In other words, 
if the House adopts the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana, 
that ends my amendment and ends the committee’s bill. If, however, 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON ] fails, 
then as the next best thing I offer an amendment which I will vote 
for; but if the committee adopts it I do not propose to vote for it in 
the House. Is that clear to the gentleman from Michigan? 

Mr. CONGER. I 5 ag 80. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I did not suppose the gentleman was so much 
obfuscated by 7 — one debate bus 51 he 1 N some- 
thing. [L ter. propose, then, when the question is on agree- 
ing k uh Senora of my friend from Indiana, to vote for it. It 
is a very common mode of legislation; and if that amendment fails 
althongh I think it should be ado ted in preference to the bill of the 
committee—and if gentlemen on that side and this side then choose to 
vote for my amendment, they may do so. They may not have the 
same constitutional scruples as myself and the gentleman from Mich- 
igan, and may adopt my amendment and save $50,000, the difference 
between $100,000 and $150,000. I think my friend from Michigan 
will be able to cipher that out, angen) If that is done, we can 
save something. We will save all these commissioners and agents and 
things. And so, when we shall have given $50,000 to Mr. Evarts for 
various purposes of the exhibition, we will then do justice to the West 
and South and will give the Commissioner of 5 General 
Le Due, a chance and provide him with experts who have been at all 
the exhibitions for years back. We will enable him to make a cred- 
itable display of our agriculture, the great interest of our land. 

Mr. CONGER. Then the gentleman says he will vote against the 
bill? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I said so in my speech: the committee's 
bill; and my own if adopted. 

Mr. CONGER. That answers my inquiry. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Of course it answers it. Every one can 
see it but the gentleman himself. 

Mr. CONGE. I see it myself, too. Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask the 

mtleman to make equally clear the reason for his attack on his old 

le-leader, and then I shall be still further satisfied. Laughter] 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, no man in the House re- 
spects Governor SWANN more than I do. I never knew him but to 
love him. Ens Tre Lam the last man in this House to attack him. 

Mr. CONGER. I refer to another governor nearer home. [Laugh- 
ter.] i; 


Mr. COX, of New York. Oh! [Laughter. 
The SA The Chair is ey eee that several gentlemen 


desire to offer amendments to the original text of the bill. The Chair 
desires to state that such amendments are in order before a vote is 
taken upon the substitute, and he will ize such gentlemen as 
desire to move to amend the ori text of t the bill. 

Mr. KNOTT. Is that in order? Is it in order to offer amendments 
to the original text until it is read by paragraphs? 

The C It is in order now. The Clerk has only read 
the first section of the joint resolution. s 

Mr. KNOTT. He read the whole joint resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman is mistaken. He read the sub- 
stitute of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox, ] but he has only 
read the first section of the joint resolution, 

Mr. SPARKS. Then we are to understand that amendments may be 
offered to the first section of the joint resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. Amendments are in order to the first section, 

Mr. CORLETT. I offer the following amendment: 

Insert the words and Territories after the word States in lines 4, 5, and 8, 

respectively. 
I presume that it is hardly necessary for me to say anything in refer- 
ence to the nature of this amendment. The first section of the joint 
resolution provides that this invitation shall be extended to the gov- 
ernors of the several States of the Union to participate in this exposi- 
tion. I presume it was an oversight on the part of the Committeo 
on Foreign Affairs that they neglected to provide that the same in- 
vitation should be exten to the people of the Territories through 
their governors, and for this reason I offer the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment was agreed to. 

i The Clerk read the second section of the joint resolution, as fol- 
ows: 


Sec. 2 That the President be authorized to appoint a commissioner-general to 
represent the United States in the proposed exposition, and, under the eral 
direction of the Secre: of State, to make all needful rules and regulations in 
reference to the contributions from this country, and to control the expenditares 
incident to the propa installation and exhibition thereof, and to the preparation 
of the reports on the exposition ; and thatthe President way also appoint twenty 
addi commissioners, of whom five shall be practical artisan experts, five 
shall be skilled representatives of commerce and manufactures, nine shall bo 
scientitic experts, corresponding to, and specifically assigned to report upon, the 
nine groups into which the exposition will, under the official regulations, be divided 
and one to report upon the exhibition at large and the general results theroof 
that the allowance to said commissioner-general for salary and personal expenses 
shall not exceed $5,000 for his whole term of office; and the allowance of tho twenty 
additional commissioners for and expenses shall not exceed $1,000 
each, not including such clerical service as may be allowed by the commissioner- 
generals and that the President may appoint not exceeding one hundred additional 

onorary commissioners, to report upon special aubjects, who shall serve without 

pay: Provided always, That no person appointed by virtue of this resolution shall 

vo any pecuniary interest, directly or indirectly, in any article exhibited for 
competition, or act as the agent for any exhibitor. 


i Mr. MCMAHON. I move to add to the section just read the fol- 
owing: 

And not more than one commissioner entitled to compensation nor more than five 
of the honorary commissioners shall be appointed from any one State or Territory. 


I pare no remarks to make, sir. I think that amendment explains 
itself. 

The question was taken; and the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. 1 offer the following amendment: 

Amend section 2as follows: 

Strike out “twenty” in line 8, and the words “additional commissioners” in tho 
ninth line, and insert one commissioner from each State and Territory ;" and stirke 
out all of 18 and all of 19 toand incl tho word “and,” after the word al- 

allowance of the tional 


ary," and insert “and the 0 com ioner from each State 
and Territory shall be allowed a salary not to exceed $1,000 each, including per- 
sonal expenses.” 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I suggest to the gentleman that he insert the 
word “ Territories“ after the word“ States.” 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Iam willing to co that. I am in favor of it. 

Mr. MILLS. I would suggest to the gentleman that he also add 
the words that “the appointments from each State or Territory shall 
be made by the governor thereof.” - 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I think I will accept that amendment. 

Mr. FORT. That cannot be done; the appointments must be made 
by the President. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Mr. Chairman, this is a matter of very great 
importance and we ought to treat it carefully and heedfully. We 
ought not to spend the time of the House in mere amusement; we 
ought to use the time of the people for another purpose. We have 
been amused, but we have something else to do here beyond amuse- 
ment. 

Are we a nation? Are we of any sort of co uence? Do we care 
anything for our national reputation? If we do, it is our duty to 
make proper provision that our nation shall be properly represented 
at what will be the test fair the world has ever seen. I think 
that every State and every Territory should be represented there. 16 
will make no difference in the amount of the appropriation, for tho 
expense will be paid out of the $150,000 appropriated by this joint 
resolution, and then when ore Ea is represented by a delegate 
who can speak for her, coming from her midst and knowing all about 


her industries, we shall be prepared to represent properly the States 
composing this Union. 

Why should this not be, and why should we not go there with such a 
delegation, such a representation that our whole country can be repre- 
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sented and represented properly? Isay that we are in duty bound as a 
nation, as the great republic of the world, to see that this country is 
properly represented there. When the nations of the globe come up 
there to Paris and look for the Stars and Stripes, if they look for them 
in vain, will we not be ashamed of ourselves that we havo been so 
miserly, so penurious, that we could not afford to send a delegation 
there to represent this great Republic? Icertainly shonld be ashamed 
of that. Sir, when the nations of the earth gather together there, let 
the Stars and Stripes float with the flags of other countries. Let us 
go there with such a delegation and in such a manner that a new luster 
will be added to the stars and new beauty to the stripes. 

Sir, I would do this in the interest of the laboring-man ; not for the 
rich man alone, but for the poor man as well. I am tired and sick of 
hearing the argument made by some here, an a ent which is in- 
tended to antagonize labor and capital. This is in the interest of 
every class of our people, if we will but do that which will benefit 
the poor man the most: extend our works abroad, obtain new mar- 
kets which will make work for our people and enable our great man- 
ufacturers to hire laborers and to pay them. 

[Here the hammer tary 

Mr. MONROE. Ihave but a word or two to say upon this amend- 
ment, Ihave myself no objection to a very liberal treatment of this 
exposition and to a very liberal appropriation for it. But the com- 
mittee thought itn to fix thè amount at a sum where it would 
meet the approval of the House. If I understand the amendment of 
the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. ELLSWORTH, I there are two ob- 
jections toit. In the first pon; he has 8 the suggestion that 
these commissioners shall anna on by the governors of the sev- 
eral States, which would interfere with the general plan of the joint 
resolution that places the appointing power in the hands of the i- 
dent. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I do not propose to accept that suggestion. 

Mr. MONROE. Then that objection is removed. The other objec- 
tion is that it increases the amount of appropriation provided for by 
the joint resolution. 

Mr. POTTER. And increases it indefinitely. 

Mr. MONROE. Yes; indefinitely, as my friend suggests. I doubt 
if it is wise for us here to undertake to increase the number of offi- 
cers, the number of salaries, and the amount of expenditures. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Do I understand the gentleman from Ohio LMr. 
MONROE] to oppose the amendment e the eee of 
one commissioner or representative from each State and Territory ? 

Mr. MONROE. I oppose what I understand to be a proposition to 
increase the number of salaried officers, for it seems to me it would 
be unwise for us to undertake to increase the amount of expense. 

The question was then taken upon the amendment of Mr. ELLS- 
Ne ; and upon a division—ayes 21, noes not counted—it was not 


to. 
neue. MILLS. Is it in order to move to strike out the enacting clause 
in order to get a test vote of the committee upon this resolution! 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is in order. 

Mr. MILLS. Then I make the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that if the motion is carried 
it will be equivalent to rejecting this joint resolution by Committee 
of the Whole. 

The motion of Mr. MILLS was not agreed to; there being upon a 
division—ayes 86, noes 133. 

Mr. STEELE. I move to further amend this pending section by 
striking out the words ‘‘five shall be practical artisan experts, five 
shall be skilled Sp tes Ye of commerce and manufactures,” and 
inserting in lieu following: 


Three shall be practical artisan experts, three shall be skilled representatives of 
commerce and manufactures, and four shall be practical agriculturists. 


I find in the preamble of this joint resolution the following: 


‘Whereas the United States have been invited by the Republic of France to take 
part in a universal e: ition of the productions of agriculture, manufactures, 
and fine arts, to be held in Paris in 1878. 


Now, strangely enough the Committee on Foreign Affairs have re- 

rted a joint resolution which entirely ignores the t agricultural 
interests of this country. Which of these practical artisan experts 
or these skilled representatives of manufactures and commerce are 
supposed to understand the great industrial interests of the country 
as represented by the 3 Department? Not one of them. 
And unless that interest is represented specifically, I will vote against 
the whole joint resolution, for it will be an outrage upon the agri- 
culture of the country. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Previous to the suggestion of the 
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. STEELE] I drew up an amend- 
ment to insert in the phrase “ five shall be skilled representatives of 
commerce and manufactures,” the word “agriculture” before the 
word “commerce.” 

Mr. STEELE. Yes, but the trouble with that will be that you will 
have agriculture and commerce all mixed up, and we know the power 
and influence in this country by which agriculture will not be recog- 
nized. I want the agricultural interest distinctly and unequiv: y 
pronen for, so that the commercial gentlemen of the country can 

ave no hole ont of which to escape. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. STEELE, it was 


agreed to. 


Mr. PEDDIE. I move to amend by inserting after the word “ pay,” 
in the twenty-fourth line, the following : 

That in order to more fully utilize and render the Paris exposition of real value 
to our American manufacturers, ten mechanics and artisans shall be sent to Paris 
to attend said exposition ; said mechanics and artisans to be selected for their su- 

TUTO e intelligence, and worth, from our various workshops; so 


sioner- tho e to bo il from the e: tion riation, not ex- 
— $1,000, and the time not eee, two — — Feed 

Mr. Chairman, this amendment, you will perceive, is to aid the bill 
so that we may receive real, practical benefit from it. Our mechanics 
and artisans would thus have an opportunity to seethe great prog- 
ress made by the mannfacturing industries of other nations, and 
thereby we should be better enabled to compete with foreign coun- 
tries in the markets of the world. I trast that these workingmen 
will receive consideration on this occasion. 

The amendment was not ag to. 

Mr. HANNA. I move to amend section 2 by striking out the clause 
beginning with the word “and,” in line 5, and ending with “ expo- 
sition,” in line 8; also by striking out the clause beginning with the 
word “ that,” in line 15, and ending with “ general,” in line 21. The 
language I propose to strike out is the following: 


And to control the expenditures incident to the proper installation and exhibition 
thereof, and to tho preparation of the reports on tho exposition. à m 
* 


That the allowance to said commissioner-general for salary and personal expenses 
shall not exceed $5,000 for his whole term of office ; and the allowance of the twenty 
additional commissioners for salary and personal expenses shall not exceed $1,000 
each, not including such clerical service as may be allowed by the joner- 
general. 

The purpose of this amendment is to strike out so much of this sec- 
tion as undertakes to provide a number of new officers with salaries 
from the Government. With this amendment I am willing to vote 
for the section. As to the third section, I am in favorof the Govern- 
ment of the United States detailing the n number of vessels 
to transport, free of charge to the exhibitors, articles contributed to 
the exhibition by those who actually mannfacture them. But, sir, 
I will not vote for any bill that proposes to create a commissioner- 

neral at $5,000 and twenty additional commissioners at $1,000 each ; 
5 — I greatly fear that whatever sum wo gns appropriate for 
such officials would be 1 upon a lot of flunkies, so that the 
people would derive no benefit from the appropriation. My pur- 
pose in offering the amendment is to test whether this committee is 
prepared to strike out the provision for one five-thousand dollar offi- 
cer and twenty one-thousand dollar officers. I will as far as 
necessary in providing that the Government detail a sufticient num- 
ber of vessels to enable the exhibitors to transport to the exposition 
all articles of home manufact but I will not vote to encourage 
a profligate expenditure, which I fear would be incured by sending 
abroad a class of gentlemen who would thus be enabled to make 
the trip at the expense of the Government, while the people would 
not be profited. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. Mr. Chairman, I am not specially 
charged with the management of this bill by the Committeo on For- 
eign Affairs; but I venture to suggest (and I know my motives will 
not be misunderstood) that, 1 | to the fact that the voice of our 
able and honored chairman [Mr. SWANN] cannot be heard over this 
Hall in the noise and confusion always prevailing here, some member 
of that committee, other than myself, should so far have charge of the 
bill, under the direction of the chairman, as to indicate to this Com- 
mittee of the Whole the opinion of that committee upon the various 
amendments offered here, Without some such arrangement I greatly 
fear we are drifting upon a sea of random amendments, where the 
bill itself will founder. 

I understand it has been conclusively demonstrated at all these 

itions that there must be some central authority located some- 
where in order to avoid the very confusion and chaos which over- 
whelmed us at Vienna. The general design of this bill as adopted 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, after hearing many gentlemen 
of experience in these matters who came before it, was to leave this 
authority in the hands of the President, the Secretary of State, one 
commissioner-general, and twenty assistant commissioners, whoshould 
be in constant communication with the State Department. It was 
advised by many whom the committee believed t competent to 
judge that this number was much too large, or that a smaller body 
would be more efficient, but the committee folt and the Sccretary of 
State advised that the commissions should be distributed so far as 
practicable among the various industrial and scientific classes, the 
object being to obtain men of experience and efliciency, and not to 
distribute favors among politicians or localities. 

Some of the amendments already adopted I fear are ill-advised, 
while that in regard to the Territories and the one seleeting repre- 
sentative iculturists are eminently proper. I will say to the 
gentleman from Indiana who has just taken his seat [Mr. Hanna] 
that I hardly think either the President or the Secretary of State 
would be likely to select “flunkies” to serve on this commission; at 
least I think I know that they have no such purpose in view ; but, on 


the contrary, it will be their aim to select men of the highest charac- 

ter and widest experience in their various vocations, specialties, and 

professions to serve both as official and honorary commissioners. 
Now, sir, is $5,000 too much? On the contrary is it not but a mere 
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pittance for a man capable of supervising such an enterprise as this 
and properly representing us abroad? And the small sum of $1,000 
all agree will barely pay the transportation expenses of the other 
commissioners out and back, while the honorary commissioners get 
nothing. In the name of republicanism and the poorer classes of 
this conntry, and in the name of men of real brain power who devote 
all their genius and energy to science and the various industrial pur- 
suits in which they en but who do not accumulate fortunes as 
a rule, I protest now and forever against that class of legislation 
which assigns men to official positions without pay, thus barring out 
the poor and leaving the rich only to fill stations of honor and trust. 
It is anti-republican, and it is a kind of penuriousness which I do not 
believe the people of this country will ever care to adopt. 

I would not, sir, assume to arrogate to myself to say what the Com- 
mittee of the Whole shall or shall not do with this bill; I know it to 
be the very province of such committee to amend and perfect it. 
But I greatly fear if these promiscuous amendments come into the 
bill without due consideration we shall find our work jumbled and 
confused and ourselves defeated in the very object we have in view ; 
and I therefore urge some such arrangement as I have suggested. 

Mr. KNOTT. I move the committee rise, 

Mr. MONROE. I hope the gentleman from Kentucky will with- 
draw his motion until we take a vote on the pending proposition. 

Mr. KNOTT. I insist on my motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union having, according to order, had under con- 
sideration the Union generally, and particularly the joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international industrial exposition 
to be held in Paris in 1878, had come to no resolution thereon. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed without amendment a 
bill of the House of the following title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing a change of the name of the 
ship Samuel G. Reed. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATKINS, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 1521) to provide for deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for poor years, and for other pur- 
poses; and the same was recommitted to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations, 

REPAIR OF NAVAL VESSELS, 

Mr. SHELLEY, by unanimons consent, submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs: 

That th f the N: inform this H hat naval vessels 
Epeen A AT pairs MNOS tho ist of March last, with the 3 ‘and oost 
of the same to date, and the amount which will be necessary to put them in sea- 
going condition. 


And then, on motion of Mr. LUTTRELL, (at four o’clock and forty 
minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. ATKINS: The petition of F. A. Lee, for compensation for 

59 75 5 taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on 


ar 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of 44 presidents of national 
banks and others, against the p e of the bill for the adoption of 
a silver-coinage currency to an unlimited extent as the bimetallic 
legal money of our country to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 


rency. b 
By. Mr. CORLETT: Papers relating to the establishment of post- 
routes from Rock Creek to Fort Fetterman, Wyoming Territory, and 
from Rock Creek, Wyoming Territory, to Big Horn Post, Montana 
Territory—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr.CRAPO: Memorial of Alexander Sutorius, late captain Third 
United States Cavalry, for re-instatement as captain of cavalry—tothe 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. DANFORD: A Bn ie relating to the establishment of a 
post-ronte from Quaker City to Freeport, Ohio—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Papers relating to the claim of Clara H. Flower 
for compensation for propariy taken by the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of J. N. Carpenter, paymaster 
United States Navy, for compensation for property taken by the 
United States Army—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of L. J. Thomas, to be refunded the 
value of certain postage-stamps stolen from him while postmaster 
at Eden, Maine—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 

By Mr. KETCHUM: The petition of Mrs. Eleanor N. F. Meeds, for 
compensation for services rendered the Committee for the District of 


Columbia, of the Forty-third Congress, by her late husband—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. KIDDER: The petition of W. C. Hinkley and 53 others, to 
legalize a certain survey of Oscar E. Rea, Dakota Territory—to the 
Committee on Public Lands, 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of William Johnson, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: The petition of S. C. Slade and others, for 
the establishment of a United States consulate at the eity of El 
Paso, Mexico—to the Committee on Foreign i 

By Mr. STEWART: The petition of Anne C. Livingston, for com- 

nsation for damages to property seized and used by the United 

tates authorities—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of William W. Spaulding and other citizens of 
Du Luth, Minnesota, for a grant of land to the Saint Louis River Dalls 
Improvement Company to aid in the improvement of the Saint Louis 
River—to the Committee on Commerce, 

Also, the petition of Anson Northrup for a grant of land, or other 
relief, for valuable services rendered the United States during the 
Indian troubles in Minnesota—to the Committee on Public 3 

Also, the petition of E. Anderson and others, of Du Luth, Minnesota, 
for the erection of ag pant er at and the improvement of the harbor 
of Grand Marias, on Lake fie Ne the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of W. F. Frasier, for relief 
on account of injuries.received during the late war—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, 

BY Mr. WADDELL: The petition of Joseph R. Royal, keeper of 
the light-house at Cape Lookout, North Carolina, and Joseph Royal 
and A. T. Guthrie, his assistants, for compensation for services ren- 
dered in keeping said light-house—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of the select and common councils of 
Erie, Pennsylvania, and 1,000 citizens of said city, for the purchase 
of land and the erection of a suitable building thereon for the United 
States court and government offices in said city—to the Committee 
on Public See and Grounds. 

By Mr. WILSON: The petition of N. 8. Clark, for compensation for 
services rendered as a messenger in the Door sg 8577 department, 
House of Representatives, from h 4, to May 5, 1877—to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts. 


IN SENATE. 


TUESDAY, November 20, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, in response to the resolation of the Senate 
of the 6th instant, directing “the Secretary of the Interior to fur- 
nish the Senate with copies of all reports made under and in pursu- 
ance of the twentieth section of the act of ee iis entitled, ‘An act 
to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the 
Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government 
the use of the same for postal, military, and other p * 

Mr. THURMAN. Perhaps no order had better be made for the 
printing of those reports. They are very voluminons. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. No order will be made to print. The 
communication will be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. HARRIS presented the petition of William L. Washington, of 
Robertson County, Tennessee, praying the passage of a bill for the 
relief of the estate of William B. Lewis, deceased, allowing compen- 
sation for property taken and appropriated by the United States 


8 uring the late war; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of General 

. Childs, E. Long- 


Robert Patterson, Hamilton Disston, 3 George 
streth, William Sellers, and others, o onan Merete General Imbo- 
den, of Virginia; Nathan Appleton, of Boston, Unsetts; William 
Proctor, of New York; William Doane, of Cincinnati, Ohio, and other 
eminent manufacturers and underwriters of the United States, pray 
ing Congress to provide promptly by aliberal appropriation to enable 
our citizens to make a creditable display of American industry at the 
Paris exposition; which was refe to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations. 

He also presented a memorial of the select and common councils 
of the city of Erie, Pennsylvania, and of several hundred citizens of 
that city, in favor of an appropriation by Congress for the erection 
of public buildings in that city; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 

Mr. DORSEY presented the petition of W. A. Locke and others, of 
Arkansas, praying for the establishment of a mail-route from Texar- 
kana to Rocky Comfort, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of F. M. Sanger and others, citizens 
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of Fairview Creek, Indian Territory, praying for the establishment 
of a post-route from Muscogee to Fairview, in that Territory; which 
was referred to the same committee. 

Mr. GORDON. I present the petition of Lizzie Dickson, admin- 
istratrix of the estate of Archibald D. Palmer, deceased, praying 
compensation for cotton seized by United States forces during the 
late war. In this case there has been an adverse report; but new 
evidence has come to light, and I move that the papers be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Claims on that new evidence, with the 
petition I now present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the petition set forth the new evi- 
dence according to the rule? 

Mr. GORDON. Yes, sir. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition, with the papers on file, will 
be referred to the Committee on Giaims. 

Mr. CONKLING presented a memorial of the National Board of 
Trade, in fayor of the repeal of the laws inhibiting American regis- 
tration to foreign-built vessels; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. CONKLING. There have been sent to me proposed amend- 
ments to the bankrupt law, and, as of them, what is called the 
frame of a Joint resolution. I believe I shall not violate the rules of 
the Senate if, without introducing these as a bill, I ask leave to pre- 
sent them as a memorial and move their reference to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. y 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. OGLESBY, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 259) to revive and extend the provisions 
of an act approved June 8, 1372, granting the right of way through 
the public lands of the United States to the Pensacola and Louis- 
ville Railroad Company, of Alabama, reported it with amendments. 


THE POLARIS EXPEDITION. 


Mr. WHYTE. Iam instructed by the Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred a resolution 20 65 to the printing of additional 
copies of the narrative of the North Polar expedition feo United 
States ship Polaris, to report the same back with the following sub- 
stitute, which the committee recommend the adoption of: 

Resolved, by the Senate of the United States, (the House of Representatives eoncur- 
ring.) That the narrative of the North Polar expedition by the United States 
ship Polaris be printed, and that 2,250 additional copies be printed, of which #00 
copies shall be for tho nse of the Senate, 1,200 copies shall be for the nso of the 
House of Representatives, and 250 copies for the use of the Secretary of the Navy. 


I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the resolution now. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the adoption of the 
amendment reported by the Committee on Printing. 

The amendment was to. 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 330) explanatory of section 1889 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States and to ratify and confirm certain 
territorial legislation, and for other purposes; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. : 

Mr. HOAR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 331) to establish an educational fand, and to 


ete tere p of the sper lands to the education of the people ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 


Mr. BOOTH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 332) authorizing the extension of letters- 
patent to the heirs of Benjamin F. Rice, and for other purposes; 
FANN 2 read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

aten 

Mr. BOOTH. I desire to say that I introduce the bill by request. 
I have not examined it and know nothing about it. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 333) for the relief of Thomas J. Choate, Erastus 
Foster, Milton Ladd, Clarence E. Haney, William A. Hill, Kneeland 
F. Huckaby, and William Blackburn, late privates Company F, 
Third Regiment Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 334) for the relief of William Bowlin; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 


Mr. MCPHERSON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 335) to provide for cheap 
transportation of freight between tide-water on or near the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Railroads, 


Mr.J ONES, of Florida, asked, and by nnanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 336) for the relief of Nathaniel Me- 
Kay; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. MORRILL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 337) for the relief of Thomas H. Halsey, pay- 
master, United States Army; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GORDON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No, 338) to remove the political disabilities of J. 
H. Carter, of South Carolina; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ' 

Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 339) for the relief of William Bowen, of the 
District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS, 


Mr. SARGENT and Mr. DORSEY submitted amendments intended 
to be proposed by them to the deficiency bill; which were referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 

On motion of Mr. WHYTE, it was 

Ordered, That the heirs of Robert Hall have leave to withdraw their petition and 
papers from the files of the Senate upon leaving copies thereof with the Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. McPHERSON, it was X s 

Ordered, That permission be given to withdraw from the files of tho Senato tho 
bill for the relief of Nathaniel G. Smith, and papers relating thereto, upon leaving 
copies with the Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. HARRIS, it was - 

Ordered, That ee in the case of the claim of Mrs. Susan Partee be takon 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. KIRK WOOD, it was 

Ordered, That th file in the office of th sad? an Senate in 
matter of the claim of t 0 Chicago, Rock Tsland and Pacific iroad Company for 


the refunding of certain internal-revenuo tax — by said company be taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Clai 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 
Mr. BOOTH. I offer the following resolution : 
five hund . 
e pe cae ne LA eH ese 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Printing, by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BOOTH. I ask for the present consideration of the resolution. 
I will state, for the information of the Senate, that this bill modifies 
the law of patents in many very important particulars. It has ex- 
cited a great deal of interest, and the demand has exceeded the num- 
ber printed for the use of the Senate. 
ə VICE-PRESIDENT. This resolution requires unanimous con- 
sent. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and it is agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ApAMs, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrian statue of Gen- 
eral Greene. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The 3 also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President : 

A bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support of the 
Amny for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other purposes ; 


an 
A bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the changing of the name of the 
ship Samuel G. Reed. 

INDIAN CITIZENSHIP. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further business of tho 
morning hour, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumes the 
consideration of the unfinished business of yesterday, being the bill 
(S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the United States. 
Amendments in committee are inorder. Are there any amendments? 
The Chair hears none. The bill will be regarded as reported to the 
Senate. Aro there amendments in the Senate ? 

Mr. WHYTE. I hope the Senator from Kansas will make some 
Cian S ai in regard to this bill before it is put to a vote in the 

nate. 

Mr. INGALLS. Was the Senator present yesterday when the mat- 
ter was under discussion ? 

Mr. WHYTE. I was, but I did not think that the Senator from 
Kansas then sufficiently indicated the purpose of the bill. 
eae ty On what points does the Senator desire to be 

Mr. WHYTE. In the first place there can be no doubt that this 
bill is a new departure from the policy of the United States Govern- 
ment in the naturalization of Indians. Prior to the adoption of the 
fourteenth amendment, I have no doubt of the constitutional power 
in Congress to naturalize Indians. They were considered aliens and 
foreigners to our Government. We made treaties with them, as we 
do with foreign governments. They therefore came under that clause 
of the Constitution which allowed Congress to 2 laws making a 
8 system of naturalization to apply to all persons of foreign 

irth. 

I am not about to make a speech upon this subject, but Ido not 
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desire to vote upon the bill with my views, without hearing some- 
thing from the gentleman having it in charge. 

Naturalization, as I understand it, is a proceeding by which the dis- 
abilities of foreign birth are removed. If the Indians for whose ben- 
efit this bill is introduced are living now within the borders of any 
State, are subject now to the jurisdiction of the United States, having 
been born upon the soil of the United States, do they not become 
citizens of the United States under the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution? Has not that amendment to the Constitution made 
them citizens of the United States? Does it not apply to them just 
as it applied to the African—and I use the term “African” as a desig- 
nation of persons of color? If that is the case, where is the need of 
any naturalization law? If on the other hand they are porns 
owing allegiance toa foreign power and neéd naturalization, then the 
bill is an anomaly and it ought not to be passed by the Senate of the 
United States. Naturalization contemplates expatriation; it con- 
templates the renunciation of all allegiance to every foreign power ; 
it contemplates the annihilation of all the bonds which bind the citi- 
zen or the subject to the foreign government. Can a man be natural- 
ized and become an American citizen, and still, as is contemplated by 
this bill, hold interests in a foreign tribe with whom we make treaties, 
recognized as treaties in the past legislation, whatever may be the 
rule now since the act of 1871, I think it was, which determined that 
we should not in the future make treaties with Indian tribes. 

Mr. EATON. And called treaties in the bill. 

Mr. WHYTE. And called treaties in our rules adopted this very 
year as the rules governing us in executivesession. Certain treaties 
we are to consider in executive session in secrecy ; others we can con- 
sider in public, but they are recognized as treaties still. That aman 
can come into a court of the United States and throngh the power 
of this naturalization law clothe himself in the garb of a citizen of 
the United States, and yet hold an interest in the rights and property 
of a foreign tribe of Indians, is an anomaly in the 88 of our 
country; and I am surprised that my friend the Senator from Kansas 
does not appreciate our difficulty and seek to enlighten us upon this 
subject. Gan it be possible that a Canadian Indian can come into 
our courts and be naturalized under this bill, and yet hold interests 
in 5 across the line that divides us from the British posses- 
sions 

Mr. President, I do not wish to discuss this subject. I cannot un- 
derstand the principle upon which the bill is based; and therefore I 
was glad when my friend the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 3 
called the attention of the Senator from Kansas yesterday to the bil 
and asked its explanation. My own doubts I wanted to be relieved. 
Those doubts became greater and the obscurity was more obscure 
when the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] pointed out to us 
the glaring difficulty in the way of the adoption of such a bill as this ; 
and I hope my friend from Kansas will now explain the doctrine, 
now explain that theory of the law of naturalization which he seems 
to have himself of, which allows a man, without throwing 
off all allegiance, without denying all connection with a foreign 
country or a foreign power, to come into the courts of the United 
States simply because he has been living a civilized life and been 
able to support himself, to obtain the rights of citizenship without 
even showing that he is attached to the principles of the Constitution 
of the United States or understands its operation. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the Senator from Maryland labors 
under the disadvantage of not being familiar with the provisions of 
this bill. He imagines that, after an Indian has availed himself 
of the opportunities offered by it, should it become a law, taken 
the oath to support the Constitution of the United States before a 
court having jurisdiction to administer that oath, because he may re- 
tain certain property rights, therefore an anomalous condition of 
affairs will immediately arise, not contemplated’ by the Constitution 
or the laws of the United States. I have yet to learn, Mr. President, 
that if a German or an Englishman ora Frenchman expatriates him- 
self and becomes a citizen of the United States under the naturaliza- 
tion laws, he by that act renounces all property that he may have 
acquired by inheritance or purchase in the country of which he was 
formally a citizen. It therefore is a rather remarkable objection to 
take, that this bill is unconstitutional because the Indian when he 
becomes a citizen may possibly retain property rights in the tribe or 
organization which he has abandoned. The Senator will observe that 
in the amendment proposed by the committee, at the close of section 
1, the language is as follows: 


And any transfer, alienation, or incumbrance of any interest he may hold or 
claim by reason of bis former tribal relations shall be void. 


Therefore, in contemplation of this bill, whenever the Indian be- 
comes a citizen of the United States his political relations to the 
organization to which he may have formerly belonged are at once 
terminated. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question 
right there? 

r. INGALLS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. I now understand the Senator to say that, if an 
Indian becomes a citizen of the United States under this bill, he 
ecases to be a member of the tribe to which he had belonged. Is 
that his interpretation ? 

Mr. INGAL I hold that his political relations to that tribe, so 
far as they can be defined, are formally terminated. 


Mr. THURMAN. That means that he is no longer a member of 


that sovereignty or i sovereignty ? 
Mr. INGALLS. at is the theory of the bill. 
Mr. THURMAN. Then I ask the Senator how we can get along 


with our treaties, nearly all of which—certainly all of the older 
treaties—provide that the annuities shall be distributed among the 
members of the tribe; and, as the Senator provides in this bill that 
this new citizen of the United States shall have all the rights ho, 
would have if he had remained a member of the Indian tribe, how 
can he let him sever his connection with the Indian tribe, and be no 
longer a tribal Indian, bnt become a citizen of the United States, and 
yet in the face of such treaties say that he shall have all the privi- 
leges that belong to a member of that tribe in annuities, lands,-and 
everything else f 

Mr. INGALLS. In response to the inquiry made by the Senator 
from Ohio I will call his attention to the fact that the Supreme 
Court of the United States in a series of decisions commencing in 
1831 and running down to 1870, when the Supreme Court decided the 
case of the Cherokee tobacco, the uniform opinion has been main- 
tained that the United States have the right of absolute sovereignty 
over all the Indians within their jurisdiction. So that, whether thero 
have been treaty relations established with these nations or organi- 
zations, yet the Congress of the United States bave a right to enact 
laws in direct opposition to those treaties and in abrogation of those 
treaties, the question being merely, as the court say, one for the con- 
8 of the legislators, not going to the right of Congress to pass 

e law. 

The principle is now too well established to permit contradiction 
that, whatever may be the treaty relations between the Government 
and the nations of Indians, whatever may be their present condition, 
whether their political functions have so dwindled away that they 
have become incapable of any form of self-government, the author- 
ity of the United States to legislate for them in any manner what- 
ever is absolutely undeniable. That is the condition in which the 
Indians are now left by the latest decisions of the Supremo Court. 

Mr. THURMAN. ill the Senator name a case in which the Su- 
preme Court has decided that Congress can set aside a treaty made 
with the Indians? 

Mr. INGALLS. I will. 

Mr. THURMAN. I should be glad to have the name of the case. 

Mr. INGALLS. I will refer the Senator to 11 Wallace, 616, in which 
it is held that— 


Congress is constitutionally competent to extend the laws of the United States 
at once over every Indian tribe within the Territories, if not within tho States, of 
the Union, even though treaties may guarantee to individual tribes complete and 
perpetual political independence; the breach of faith involved being matter for 
possible conscientious scruples on the part of legislators, but not for judicial cog- 
nizance. 


That is the substance of the latest decision of the Supreme Court 
upon the question of the relation of the United States Government 
toward the Indian tribes, no matter what may have been the former 
treaty relations between those powers. 

I do not, however, profess to claim, Mr. President, that this sub- 
ject is free from difficulty. The whole Indian question, as the Sen- 
ator from Maryland has said, isan anomalous one, and that condition 
has arisen from the contradictory attitudes that have been from time 
to time assumed by the Government of the United States toward the 
various Indian tribes under their control. Asa matter of history, 


there never was any Indian policy, properly so called, during the 


colonial period or during the early history of our country. Indian 
exigencies were met as they arose. It was not until 1817, when the 
difficulties arose between the State of Georgia and the Cherokees, 
that this subject first began to engross the attention of the American 
pene as one that demanded systematic treatment. In 1825, when 

r. Monroe was President, the then Secretary of War, Mr. Calhoun, 
devised what may be regarded as the first methodic Indian policy of 
this Government. He submitted a bill to Congress that embraced a 
plan of two general reservations for Indians, one in the Northwest 
that was to be occupied by the Iroquois and Algonquin tribes, and 
the other in what is now known as the Indian Territory which was 
to be inhabited by the Apalachian tribes. This system, devised by 
Monroe and carried into effect by Calhoun as Secretary of War, 
became finally and fully operative in 1834 by the passage of what 
was known as the Indian intercourse act. That system embraced 
the idea of the seclusion or sequestering of all the Indians upon 
reservations. Those reservations were to be remote from settlement 
and of sufficient extent to enablo them to pursue the chase or to fol- 
low stock-raising or agriculture as their inclinations might prompt- 
They were to be governed by agents, while the autonomy of the 
tribes was not to be disturbed. 

This system that was adopted and remained in force since 1834 has 
become, by the progress of western civilization, utterly impossible to 
continue longer. It received its first blow when the Mormons made 
their hegira across the plains and interfered with the reservations of 
the Indians in the Northwest. Subsequently the discovery of gold in 
California, which attracted hundreds of thousands of eager specula- 
tors and adventurers upon the Pacific slope, destroyed the autonomy 
of the tribes on that portion of the continent. Then the great polit- 


ical emigration toward Kansas and Nebraska in 1855 and 1856 again 
interfered with the system which had been adopted and broke up 
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the tribal reservations of the Indians in the interior. The destruc- 
tion of the reservation ints was rendered complete by the con- 
struction of the Pacific Railroad, which rendered the seclusion of 
these Indians apart from the influences of civilization thereafter ab- 
solutely impossible. There is now no portion of the American conti- 
nent in which the various Indian tribes can be sequestered in accord- 
ance with the policy advanced by Mr. Calhoun, under the adminis- 
_ tration of President Monroe. 

That being the case we are confronted by a proposition of practi- 
cal statesmanship: What shall we do with these Indians? There are 
three hundred thousand human beings brought continually in con- 
tact with an aggressive white population in various portions of our 
country. The miners of Montana and Idaho, the inhabitants of Cali- 
fornia and Colorado, in the Black Hills and the San Juan country, 
every where men are restlessly penetrating where Indians have hitherto 
been secluded, and the question confronts us, what course shall we 
take with the Indians? The late bloody wars and the expenditure 
of blood and money we have been compelled to endure, the perils to 
which the western frontiers are continually exposed, all demand an 
e to this question and compel us to attempt some method of 
solution. 

Mr. President, there are three things that are true with regard to 
the Indians. They must cither be secluded upon reservations where 
they can work out their own destiny, which I have shown to be prac- 
tically 5 or they must be citizenized, or they will be ex- 
terminated. Oneof these three things must be done; and I regret to 
see Senators attempting to present some fantastic or sentimental ob- 
jections against this scheme when they propose nothing better in its 
stead 


The Committee on Indian Affairs have given the matter very se- 
rious consideration. This same bill was reported by the committee 
two years ago favorably and was paan on the Calendar, and the ac- 
tion of the Senate was invoked. It has been again acted upon favorably 
by the committee, with such amendments as in their judgment would 
conduce to the favorable accomplishment of the plan that they pro- 
pose; and, unless some Senator has some particular objection that is 
practical and pertinent, I sincerely hope that we may have a discus- 
sion that will result in the adoption of the bill and enable us to try 
the experiment whether or not the Indians can be safely citizenized 
or whether they must be ultimately destroyed and obliterated from 
the face of the earth. 

I do not anticipate any practical difficulty in the operation of the 
bill. The tribal relations of a large portion of the Indians are prac- 
tically at an end. In the Indian Territory there are abont ninety- 
seven thousand civilized Indians, embracing the Cherokees, Creeks, 
Chickasaws, the Choctaws, and Seminoles, who have settled habita- 
tions, who wear the garb and costume of civilized men, who have 
their own language, laws, and literature and schools, and who are in 
every way, judging by the ordinary standards, competent to admin- 
ister their own affairs and to participate in the administration of 
government. What objection there can be to allowing those Indians 
the opportunity afforded by this bill to become citizens, to avail 
themselves of the protection of its laws for the enforcement of their 
rights or for the redress of their pied =: I do not understand. So 
far as regards what are commonly called the blanket or wild Indian 
tribes, there is no danger that any one of them can become a citizen 
under the provisions of this bill unless he has made much greater 
advancement than we are led to believe any of them has reached, 
unless it may be possibly Chief Joseph or Sitting Bull. 

I therefore hope this bill will not be captiously criticised, but that 
Senators will recognize it as an honest re and effort on the part 
of the committee to solve a very difficult and dangerous problem. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I have been quite unfortunate either 
in making the objection which occurred to me when this bill was 
read yesterday clear to the mind of the Senator who has it in charge 
or in understanding clearly his answer to the objection. The objec- 
tion is not that the bill un es to confer citizenship upon Indians. 
It is a grave question whether that is not already done by the opera- 
tion of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution upon every 
Indian born upon the American soil. But undoubtedly that doubt 
may be removed by a special act of legislation, whether the Constitu- 
tion does or does not confer that citizenship. The objection is not, as 
the Senator from Kansas seems to suppose by his remarks this morn- 
ing, that the person so declared a citizen is not required to part with 
the property which appertained to him before he became a citizen. 
Is is true, as the Senator says, that it was never heard that the Ger- 
man or Frenchman or Irishman who possessed property before his 
naturalization was required to part with it afterward. The objec- 
tion to the bill is this: that after you have made the Indian a citizen 
yon still claim the right to regulate by the laws of the United States 
the property 6 6 © 25 poros e was a BATEN and the 
property which he acquires afterw WS speci. applicable 
to him because of his race. 7 nee 

Now, suppose a bill were introduced enacting that any homestead 
acquired by a German or French or Irish naturalized citizen should 
not be alienable for five years after he acquired it; suppose a law 
were proposed that no negro should be permitted either to sell or ac- 
quire any property which he owned before the fourteenth amendment 
confe citizenship upon him, by an enactment peculiar to him. 


In other words, the bill contains this vicious principle: au assertiou 
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of a claim by C to rogulate the property rights and the right 
to contract e . citizens, of one class of Ameri: 
citizens because of their race. 

Now, if it be true that the Senator is right in thinking that the 
discreet ma ment of the Indians justifies such a principle of leg- 
islation as applied to them, it is equally true that if there 7 7 55 at 
any time to be a majority in Congress of persons who think that the laws 
which in many Southern States were enacted from 1866 to 1868 applica- 
ble to the lately enfranchised African are required by a like discretion 
and policy, they may under the Constitution enact provisions of ex- 
actly the same character. Now, the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution says that “no State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States;” and it has been held by the Supreme Court unani- 
mously that that provision prevents any State from conferring upon 
any one class of citizens rights to engage in commerce or to hold 
property which are not open equally to all classes of citizens. And 
does the Senator understand that that right which was prohibited 
by the fourteenth amendment to every State in the Union still ex- 
ists in Congress ? 4 f 

The objection, as I beg the Senator to observe, is not to his policy. 
It is not that the bill undertakes to leave previously existing prop- 
erty untouched. It is to the assertion of this broad and most dan- 
gerous principle—a 57857 55 against which the t political con- 
tests of recent years have been waged—of the right to make special 
enactments applicable to particular persons after they become cit- 
izens, by reason of the race of those persons, which are not applica- 
ble to other citizens of other races. 8 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I am sorry that the Senator from 
Kansas seems to think that the criticisms upon his bill which have 
been uttered by Senators are of a captious nature. 

Mr. INGALLS. I beg the Senators pardon. I said I hoped there 
would be no captious criticism. I did not say there had been such. 

Mr. THURMAN. Iso understood the Senator at any rate, and I 
am very glad to be corrected, because I am quite sure that I had no 
such spirit in what I said, and I have heard nothing from any other 
Senator that indicated such a spirit on his part. On the contrary, I 
said that it was with great reluctance that I undertook, when I 
just heard the bill read for the first time and knew nothing of it be- 
fore, to dissent from the conclusion at which a committee of this body 
after a careful consideration had arrived. I have paid some little 
attention to the bill, though, since the adjournment yesterday, and 
unless some difficulties in my mind with respect to it can be removed 
I shall feel bound to vote against it. 

_ In the first place, Mr. President, there is no necessity for this bill 
in order to enable an Indian to become naturalized. I knew of noth- 
ing in the naturalization laws that excludes him from naturalization. 
If he is not already a citizen, as I hold that every man is who does 
not belong to a tribal organization by force of the fourteenth amend- 
ment itself, which, so far as citizenship is concerned, does operate 
per se—if he is not a citizen because of his belonging to some orgaun- 
ized tribe, to use the very language of this bill, then he can become 
a citizen nnder the naturalization laws as they now stand. Hecould 
not until those laws were amended by striking ont the word “ white;” 
but that word being stricken out, if my recollection is right, he can 
become a citizen, unless he is excluded by those laws. 

I need not take up the time of the Senate in reading the naturali- 
zation statute. It is sufficient to say that the word “ white,” which 
was contained in the old naturalization law, was left ont of the 
revision. How it came to be left out Ido not know. The Senator 
from California [Mr. SARGENT] once called the attention of the Senate 
to the fact that it was in the laws that were in force on the Ist of 
December, 1373, and therefore ought to have been in the Revised 
Statutes; but somehow or other it got out of the Revised Statutes 
so as to leave naturalization open not simply to the African, who 
been 2 J provided for before, but to John Chinaman and to 
every Indian in the whole length and breadth of this country not 
belonging to a tribal organization. How that thing happened to bo 
done, I refer any one who wants to know to the very eee 
speech made by the Senator from California, and which may be foun 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of that day. 

There is no necessity, therefore, for this bill in order to enable an 
Indian eee an organized tribe to become a citizen of tho 
United States. The object of the bill then must be something else. 
It may be said that its object is not only to let him become a citizen, 
but to secure to him all the advantages, all the rights, all the priv- 
ileges that belong to a member of that tribe of Indians, just as much 
as if he had never ceased to be a member of that tribe, and that seems 
to be the object of this bill. 

I have said that that conflicts directly with almost every Indian 
treaty that is to be found in our book of treaties. Take the annuities, 
for instance; they are to be distributed among members of the tribe. 
Very well, according to this bill yon may get one-half of the tribe to 
renounce their allegiance to that tribe, as they must do to become citi- 
zens of the United States, cease to have anything to do with the main- 
tenance of the tribal organization, cease to contribute in any way to 
the support of the tribal organization, and yet they are to have all 
the benefits they would havo if they had never severed their connec- 
tion with it. 

Let us see how this would work in the Cherokee country. There 
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is a regular government down there, a president, a legislature, a 
supreme court aud other co and there are taxes levied just as they 
are in any State of this Union for the support of that government. 
Now, sir, you proceed to exempt one- of them, we will say, by 
making them citizens of the United States under this bill, from any 
subjection to that Indian government, from any allegiance to it, from 
any obligation to support it whatsoever—to give them the privileges 
of citizens of the United States, which the others do not enjoy, and 
at the same time you say the immense sums of money or property or 
the like belonging to that tribe in its tribal capacity shall be dis- 
tributed to these men just precisely as if they had never severed their 
connection with the tribe. It seems to me that that is a flagrant 
breach of the treaties. 

It will not do to answer, as the Senator from Kansas has done, that 
the Supreme Court said by a majority decision, in the Cherokee 
tobacco case, that the Congress of the United States by law might 
violate or set aside a treaty. What the Supreme Court said in that 
case in regard to a treaty applies, as the Senator will see if he will 
look at the case, as much to a treaty with a foreign power as it does 
to a treaty with an Indian tribe. It recognized the fact that we all 
know that any party to a treaty may, if it sees fit and for a sufficient 
consideration, refuse to execute that treaty. Wo may make a treaty 
with Great Britain to-morrow, and publie considerations may require, 
nay, it might be that the very safety of the country would require 
that we should refuse to execute that treaty. We may do so. What 
then follows? Simply that we are liable to her in equity, according 
to the law of nations, in any damages that she has sustained by our 
refusing to keep our plighted faith. That is all there is in regard to 
the Indian treaties. We may if we see fit refuse to execute them. 
We may refuse to vote any money to pay annuities. We may thereby 

ve no annuities to the Indians at all. Wo have the power to do s0; 

ut if we do so, in equity in morals, we are bound to make themi 
compensation. That is all that that case decides; nothing more, 
nothing less, 

Mr. President, that being the casa it is no answer to say that we 
may, that we have the power to, violate the treaties we have made 
with these various tribes; that we may refuse to execute them; that 
we may take property that belongs to the tribe and give it to some- 
body else. The question to be answered is, ought we to doit? Isit 
right to doit? Is it right according to the plighted faith of this 
nation to do it? These are the questions, and I do not see that it can 
be answered that it is right or that it ought to be done, 

Now, Mr. President, I am 6 1 Saget that this bill, if it should 
become a law, might give a little trouble. I think of that chief to 
whom the Senator referred, Sitting Bull, or as the French would call 
him, Bauf Asseyant, should happen to come over on to this side of the 
line, (and our commissioners to him do not seem to have been as suc- 
cessful in toling him over to this country as certain other commission- 
ers were in toling Packard’s “niggers” away from his legislature,) 
and if one of his braves should become a citizen of the United States 
and should then claim’a part of the annuity that belonged to Sitting 
Bull and his band, I fancy Sitting Bull would say to him, not exactly 
in the words but exactly with the idea: 


Under which king, Bezonian ? speak or dies 


Under King Sitting Bullor King Rutherford? I fancy there would 
be a great deal of trouble with these American citizens of Indian 
descent in Sitting Bull’s camp; and I think there would be a t 
deal of trouble down in this very Indian Territory if a set of adven- 
turers and philanthropists down there could persuade one-half of the 
nation to become citizens of the United States, while the other half 
remained true to tLeir tribal organization; at least I am afraid to 
make the experiment as yet. 

These are some of the reasons which induce me to oppose this bill 
at this time. I want more light on it. I donot say the time may 
not come, I do not say that it is not desirable that it should come, 
when what shall be left of the Indians shall be civilized enough to 
become citizens of the United States and be absorbed in the at 
body of our population. As to most of them I have no such hope. 
They stand a savage race in the A protonon of a civilized race, the most 
energetic and remorseless race that ever knew civilization; and his- 
tory teaches us but one lesson in such a condition of things, and that 
is that the savage race becomes extinct. Extinction is just as cer- 
tain in reference to this race as the revolution of this globe on its 
axis. It is only a question of time, But I grant that while they do 
exist we are bound by every principle of honor and philanthropy 
and common mercy to treat them with as much kindness as we pos- 
sibly can; and I do think that above all things we are bound to keep 
our solemn treaties with them so long as they deserve to be kept. 

Mr. President, I will not trouble the Senate with any further re- 
marks upon this bill. I hope the Senator from Kansas will not think 
it his duty to press the bill to a vote at this session. I hope that it 
may go over, that we may have more light upon it; but if he shall 


feel it to be his duty to press it, I for one must vote against it. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, I had not examined the bill presented 
by the Senator from Kansas until yesterday evening. It opens a wide 
field for thought and investigation, demanding serious consideration 
and the exercise of the broadest powers of statesmanship. It is in fact 
a departure from the course we have pursued toward the Indian tribes 
for the first ccutury of our existence. In a matter of such a grave 


character as this, not only affecting the Indians themselves but af- 
fecting the people of the United States who are now citizens, it occurs 
to me the measure should receive deliberate consideration before a 
new policy is adopted, and in giving it that consideration we must 
look at the treaties which have been entered into by the United States 
Government with these various tribes of Indians, 

I limit the inquiry for the present to the five civilized tribes, as 


they are called, se although this bill is not limited to those 
civilized tribes—the Cherokees, the Chickasaws, the Choctaws, thé 
Seminoles, and the Creeks—it is true in fact that they are the only 
Indians who are at all competent or qualified under any state of the 
case to become citizens of the United States. 

Mr. INGALLS. Will the Senator from Texas permit an interrup- 
tion at this point for one moment? If he had been as familiar with 
Indian matters as I have been compelled to be for the last four years 
by being on the committee that has ch of that branch of the pub- 
lic business, he would learn that this bill is no new departure. The 
facts are not precisely as he states them; but, on the contrary, the 
United States both by law and by treaty stipulation have during 
the last ten years admitted quite a large number of entire tribes to 
citizenship, including the Kickapoos, the Shawnees, the Delawares, 
the Pottawatomies, the Indians of Blanchard’s Fork, and a very large 
tribe in Michigan, numbering I believe between six and seven thou- 
sand people, that it is no experiment and no departure from tho 
policy heretofore established by the Government. 

Mr. MAXEY. The departure to which I referred is the creation 
of an Indian into a citizen of the United States, That is a new de- 

rturo. 

Limiting this inquiry, as I stated, to those Indians who are by vir- 
tue of education and civilization, and by having adopted the habits 
and manners of civilized people in some sort dualas to become citi- 
zens of the United States, to wit, the five tribes residing in what is 
ordinarily known as the Indian Territory, can we take this step at 
this time safely in view of our treaty obligations with those people ? 
It is perfectly well known that the five nations to which 3 
owning as they did large bodies of lands partly in the States of Ten- 
nessee, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, and moria gayo up all their 
rights and passed into the country west of Arkansas, ordinarily 
known as the Indian Territory, by virtue of a contract. That con- 
tract with the United States Government was in substance and 
essence this, “If you wili yield to the United States Government 
your rights in the territory east of the Mississippi we will give to 
you this country west of Arkansas so long,” as the treaties say, and 
the Indians required that to be put in—* so long as grass grows and 
water runs.” 

The United States made these treaties with those tribes as nations, 
and those lands to-day stand patented by the United States Govern- 
ment in the name of these several tribes of Indians to whom I haye 
referred. They hold that property in community. No member of a 
tribe has a right under the treaty to any especial portion of that coun- 
try. All that land is occupied in community, aud an Indian who de- 
sires to open out a farm in any one of those nations has a possessory 
right to so much of the land as he may cultivate, and also the law 
prohibits any person from settling within one quarter of a mile of 
the outer boundary of his improvement. When he dies his posses- 
sory right passes to his heirs ; but if he and his family abandon the 
nation, his rights of possession lapse, and this property passes again 
into the community property of the nation. Now, this bill provides 
that the man who mes a citizen of the United States under the 
bill has a right to have his share severed from the common domain 
of the nation and set apart to him. How are you going to do that? 
The land is held in community. It is held under a grant from the 
United States Government. If the Indian claims to have his portion of 
that land severed from the common domain of the nation to which he 
e he must do it by 3 instituted somewhere. Like any 
other holder in common, he must by the decree of a court obtain tho 
right of severance, and what is the result of that? Your treaty 
gives it to the nation as a nation, as an entirety, not to individuals. 

Sir, you may look at the messages of President Monroe and Presi- 
dent Jackson, and the reports of that able and distinguished man, 
John C. Calhoun, when he was Secretary of War, and everywhere 
from the time we began those treaties with those ple you will 
find that Con and the whole country were asked to observe the 
most implicit, honorable faith in all their dealings with them, to stand 
squarely by the treaties which had been made with them. If, then, 
the United States Government has made a treaty with these people 
as a nation and has granted land to them as a nation, and they hold 
that land as a grant to them as a nation, can this Congress without a 
violation of faith come in and say, We will take part of the land 
which we have already granted to you asa nation, and we will sever 
it from the common grant and give it to an individual? 

Again, if it can be done at all it must be done by a suit instituted 
for that purpose, and the resultis that every man who wants to get 
his land separated from the Indian grant of land in community, it he 
becomes a citizen, must institute a suit, and you thus pile on to that 
nation just as many suits as you make citizens, It occurs to me that 
endless litigation will result from this provision. It may be that you 
have to do one of the three things named by the Senator from Kan- 
sas—either to take these people and put them inside of the reserva- 
tions, as he has said, or to exterminate them, or to make citizens of 
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them. You must adopt one or the other of the modes; but would it 
not be better, would it not be wiser, if you go into this business of 
making citizens out of Indians, that the tribes themselves should be 
first consulted in regard to the matter, and i in view of the 
fact that we are in treaty relations with them ; and, second, should it 
not be limited to those who by virtue of their education and advance- 
ment in civilization would probably be the ones upon whom the right 
of citizenship should be conferred? The Senator says that there are 
some ninety-odd thousand people in this magnificent Indian Terri- 
tory, large enough to make a State; and a splendid State it would 
make, too. It may be possible that it is in the inexorable logic of 
coming events that that Territory will have to come in as a Sta 

but it does seem to me that when the honor of this country is con- 


eerned—— 

Mr, PADDOCK, Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? It 
seems to me that the Senator from Texas is arguing upon a wrong 
basis when he assumes that the provisions of this bill are applicable 
only to the Indians he names in the Indian Territory. There are at 
least four tribes of Indians in my State on reservations, among all of 
whom there are intelligent Indians who would gladly receive the 
benefits to be derived from the passage of this bill, and to whom it 
would be well on every consideration of sound 811 855 to extend the 


rights and privil which are proposed by the 
he argument of the Senator from Nebraska is only 


r. MAXEY, 
an enlargement of the argument I was using myself. The point 
which I was making was, that the law should be limited to those 
who are sufficiently intelligent to avail themselves of its benefits 
and to make citizens. If there are more than five tribes, then 
the bill should embrace those others which, like these five tribes, are 
sufficiently advanced to enjoy the privilege of American citizenship. 
But, sir, when you come to talk about making citizens of Sittin 
Bull, and Chief Joseph, and Shacknasty Jim, I beg to be exc £ 
I do not want any of that class of men citizens in this country. They 
are not qualified for it. 

Recurring to the point I was making at the time the Senator from 
Nebraska interrupted me, it may be that this Indian Territory will 
ultimately have to come in as a State. We find outcroppings here, 
in both Houses, showing that the point is to make a territorial form 
of government; and if that territorial form of government is adopted 
it is precedent to the establishment of a State; and when they come 
in as a State they will come in like any other State. The citizens of 
each State having all the privileges and immunities of citizens of the 
soveral States, nothing could prevent citizens of the United States, 
in the event that that Territory should come in as a State in the 
Union, from going into that country; because a citizen of this Union 
under our Constitution has a right to go where he will into any other 
State, and, when he gets there, to enjoy all the privileges and immu- 
nities of a citizen of the State to which he goes, 

This is one of those grave questions about which I do not pretend 
to say my mind is sufficiently made up as to what would be my ulti- 
mate course; but it is such a great problem that I for one prefer it 
should pass into tlie next session, so that we may investigate this 
matter thoroughly and do what is right and propor for ourselves in 
1480 of our plighted faith, and do what is right and proper for these 

ndians. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, the Senator from Kansas[ Mr. INGALLS] 
seemed to treat the objections which I made as not having any force 
in them at all and as captions rather than otherwise; and intimated 
that my acquaintance with the bill was such that 1 did not appre- 
ciate the view which he entertained. Iam obli to the Senator 
from Kansas for his opinion of my industry and diligence in attempt- 
ing to sequia a knowledge of bills pending in the Senate. I rather 
think I do understand it, but I do not understand it exactly as he 
would like me to understand it.. Who supposed that I thought for a 
moment or that what fell from my lips gave anybody the right to 
sup that I thought, because a man was naturalized who had been 
an Irishman, he divested himself of his property in Ireland? I said 
nothing of the kind, and nothing of the sort was squinted at. I spoke 

of tho interest that the Indian after he had become a citizen still 
retained in his tribe under this bill; that is to say, obtained the ben- 
efits which the Government of the United States gave to his hostile 
or peaceful tribe. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Maryland entirely misappre- 
hended my remark. I used the case of the expatriated German, or 
Irishman, or Frenchman merely as an illustration, because the cases 
seemed to me to be parallel; not that the Senator from Maryland said 
anyeng 8 gave me reason to believe that he N anything 
of the kind. 

Mr. WHYTE. I beg the Senator's pardon, I thought that he had 
intimated that I had taken such a view. 

Mr. INGALLS. I used it merely as an illustration of my own. 

Mr. WHYTE. I did say that it was irreconcilable with the doc- 
trine of naturalization that any man after being naturalized could 
have a divided allegiance or a divided interest in the political organ- 
ization from which he came after he had been inducted into the 
political organization to which he went. 

Mr. INGALLS. I fully with the Senator there. 

Mr. WHYTE. Very well. Then this bill is vicious upon that 
ground. The Indian receives a part of the annuity given to his tribe 
after be becomes a citizen of the United States. 


Mr. INGALLS. Would it disturb the Senator if I were to make a 
remark there ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Not in the slightest. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator does not seem to understand that the 
annuities to which this bill refers arise from bonds and other securi- 
ties which are already held in trust for the tribes as a vested right 
secured to them by the United States. The bill does not refer to an- 
nuities hereafter to be granted by the United States. 

Mr. WHYTE. I understand it perfectly. It is an annuity paid to 
a tribe asa tribe. That is the idea of it. It is not paid to the indi- 
vidual Indians who compose the tribe. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Indian individuals get it. 

Mr. WHYTE. Of course they get it. do British eh 
get from the British government pensions; and who would propose 
that a British pensioner should become a citizen of the United States 
and still draw his pension from Great Britain? Would not that be 
an anomalous condition ? ° 

Mr. INGALLS. The case is not parallel. The United States does 


not pay the ion. 

Mr. HYTE. That is perfectly true; but the case is parallel from 
the fact that he gets his pay from the organization which he leaves, 

Without continuing that line of remarks, I say it was contrary to 
the policy of the United States to naturalize Indians up to the time 
when the fourteenth amendment was adopted. I do not agree with 
my friend, the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. TuuRMAN,] in supposing 
that leaving out the word “white” in the naturalization law has 
anything to do with the naturalization of Indians. In an opinion of 
the Supreme Court, which I know is not much respected by some 
people, but an opinion which I have always respected—I allude to 
the opinion in the Dred Scot case—the Chief Justice, in speaking of 
the naturalization of Indians, uses these words: 

Con mi as wo before said, have authorized the naturalization of In 
. they — aliens and foreigners. am 

So they were at that period of time. 75 


But, in their then untutored and savage state, no one would have thought of ad- 
mitting them as citizens in a civilized community. And, moreover, the atrocitica 
they had but recently committed, when they were the allies of Great Britain in 
the Revolutionary War, were yet fresh in the recollection of the people of the 
United States, and they were even then guarding themsclves against the threat- 
ened renewal of Indian hostilities. No one sup; then that any Indian would 
ask for, or was capable of enjoying, tho privileges of an American citizen, and tho 
word “white” was not used with any particular reference to them. 


Therefore, the use of the word “white” had nothing to do with 
the naturalization of Indians. They could have been naturalized 
because they were aliens and foreigners, and if Congress had, in the 
exercise of the power conferred by the Constitution, provided forthe 
naturalization of Indians, it would have been all right. But, Mr. 
President, a change came g'er the spirit of our dream when the adop- 
tion of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution took place. 
That provided for the case of all Indians as well as descendants of 
the African race who were born within the confines of a State and 
were subject to the jurisdiction of the laws of the United States. It 
applied to them, and beyond all question, by the legislation of Con- 

Congress has considered that there are to-day Indians citizens 
of the United States, made citizens by the adoption of the fourteenth 
amendment. : 

Look at the act of March, 1871, which evidently recognizes certain 
Indians as citizens of the United States; and of course it means 
those Indians living within the confines of a State, and applies to 
those Indians in the State of Kansas to which the Senator from Kan- 
sas yesterday referred. See the Janguage of the law: 


No agreement shall bo made by say rson with any tribe of Indians or indi- 
vidual Indians not citizens of the United States. 


Contemplating, therefore, that there are Indians citizens of the 
United States, and they could not be citizens of the United States 
except by the operation of the fourteenth amendment. There was 
no other power to make them such. This law therefore contemplates 
that those Indians bern within the confines of a State, subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States laws, become, by the operation of 
that clanse of the Constitution, citizens of the United States. 

Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator allow me to make a suggestion on 
that point? 

Mr. WHYTE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWE. Undoubtedly there are those of Indian birth who are 
citizens now under our laws, not by the operation of that clause of the 
Constitution. There is one whole tribe in the State of Wisconsin, 
very small to be sure, who have been citizens for more than a quarter 
of a century—for more than thirty years. A member of the tribe 
has twice represented his district in the Legislature of the State. 
There is another tribe, a large portion of which was made citizens in 
1843, the Stockbridge Indians; and the Senator from Kansas just 
now alluded to portions of other tribes that have been made citizens 
under other laws. 

Mr. WHYTE. They were made citizens of Wisconsin by the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin. 

Mr. INGALLS. Oh, no. 

Mr. HOWE. They were made citizens of the United States by the 
laws of Congress. 

Mr. INGALLS. And by treaties. 

Mr. WHYTE. Then I stand corrected. 
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Mr. ALLISON. They were made citizens by treaties. 

Mr. WHYTE. Treaties recognizing them as citizens if they go 
through a certain process, 

Mr. ALLISON. Treaties saying that they may become citizens of 
the United States by complying with certain conditions, 

Mr. INGALLS. this bill does. 

Mr. WHYTE. Not making them citizens by any treaty of the 
United States, but requiring them to go through a certain process to 
become citizens of the United States. 

Mr. ALLISON. No process is required except to comply with cer- 
tain conditions of the treaty. Iwill read one provision, 

Mr. WHYTE. Very well. 

Mr. ALLISON. Ihave here a provision relating to the Sioux tribes, 
comprising over forty thousand Indians, in a treaty made in 1868, by 
which any one of this tribe may become a citizen of the United States 
by complying with certain conditions of the treaty. Even Sitting 
Bull, who is a member of this Sioux tribe, could have become a citi- 
zen of the United States under this treaty of 1868, made by General 
Sherman without any law whatever. The language of the treaty is: 

And any Indian or Indians receiving a patent forJand under the foregoing 8 
ion shall thereby and from thenceforth become and be a citizen of the United States, 
and be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of such citizens, and shall at 
the same time retain all his rights and benefits accruing to Indians under this treaty. 

Mr. WHYTE. That is since the fourteenth amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. Not at all. 

Mr. WHYTE. Yes; in 1868, since the fourteenth amendment. 

Mr. INGALLS. In 1866. 

Mr. WHYTE. This treaty was made since the fourteenth amend- 


ment. 

Mr, INGALLS. No; I speak of the date of the treaty. 

Mr. WHYTE. I do not care if it is; they were citizens anyhow. 

Mr. ALLISON. Under the treaty of 1868 the Pottawatomies be- 
came citizens of the United States by complying with certain pro- 
visions of that treaty. 

Mr. WHYTE. Very well. The fourteenth amendment applied 
again in 1866. 

Mr. INGALLS. Oh, no. 

Mr. WHYTE. I think it did. x 

Mr. INGALLS. The fourteenth article of amendment was ratified 
according to a proclamation of the Secretary of State, July 28, 1868. 

Mr. YTE. It was ratified by tho States all through 1866 and 
1867 


Mr. ALLISON.” There are numerous treaties recognizing the right 
of Indians to become citizens by complying with certain treaty pro- 
visions. 

Mr. WHYTE. The objection to this bill then is that it gives the 
Indian as a foreigner (and of course he must be a foreigner) an advan- 
tage over any other foreigner coming here, because he does not have 
to renounce his allegiance to the tribe; he does not have to renounce 
his connection with the tribe, The bill enables him to become a cit- 
izen without any renunciation and to retain all his interest in the 
tribe which he leaves, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Will the Senate agree to 
the amendments made as in Committee of the Whole? Is a separate 
vote demanded upon any of these amendments? 

Mr. INGALLS. As I understand, the amendments made as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole were those reported from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Those only. The question is on concur- 
ring in those amendments. 

The question oe ut, there were on a division—ayes 18, noes 20. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate refuses to concur. 

Mr. INGALLS. I think the Senate docs not refuse to concur. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There are 18 in the affirmative and 20 
in the negative, as reported by the Secretary. 

Mr. INGALLS. I think we had better have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ČON KLING addressed the Chair. 

Mr. WINDOM. Let the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole be reported. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Theamendments will be reported, being 
those of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and none other. 

The CHIEF CLERK. The first amendment made as in Committee 
of the Whole was in line 3, after the word “ Indian” to insert the 
words “above the age of twenty-one years.“ 

The next amendment was to insert at the end of the first section 
of the bill the words: 

And any such Indian shall be entitled to his distributive share of all annuities, 
tribal funds, lands, and other property the same as though he had maintained his 
tribal relations; and any transfer, alienation, or incumbranco of any interest he 
may hold or claim by reason of his former tribal relations shall be void. 

The last amendment was to insert the following as section 2: 


Sec. 2. Tho title to lands acquired by any such Indian under the homestead laws 
shall not be subject to alienation or incumbrance, either by voluntary conveyance 
or ho ip peat decree, or order of any court, for a of tive years from the 
date of the patent issued therefor. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, all Senators should no doubt be 
ready, when a vote is pro , to vote intelligently upon the ques- 
tion presented. I have not voted at all thus far on this bill, and, 
because of a want of that readiness which, as I say, every Senator 
should no doubt possess. I judge that I am not alone in lacking 


some preparation about this bill, because, when a few moments ago 
I accosted one of the most eminent jurists of this body with some 
remark about Paschal’s Annotated Constitution, he thought I was 
speaking about Pascal’s Provincial Letters, and went off with some 
moral suggestions on that subject which seemed to me very foreign 
indeed to the interests of these Indian tribes. However, I will 
assume that I am the only Senator not sufficiently instructed to com- 

rehend the questions which arise under this bill. It may be said, 

owever—and I rose chiefly to say—that some excuse may be 
found in the ignorance which prevails with me, from the somewhat 
rapid progress which this bill has made,no more rapid, no doubt, 
than is proper; but I observe that it was introduced on the 23d of 
October and was reported back on the 14th of November, and is now 
before the Senate. No doubt that has given time to everybody to 
look at it and to know about it—certainly time but for other things 
which havo occupied a good deal of the attention of the Senate. Iam 
not ready, for one, either to vole upon the bill or to conclude in m 
own mind what is a correct solution of two or three questions which 
have been presented in the debate ; and, nnless the Senator who has 
it in charge thinks that it is important just now rather than at some 
other time not far off to act upon the bill, I wish he would allow it 
to stand over. 

Ihave been making diligent search to find a case decided by the 
Supreme Court. Iam quite sure Iam not mistaken about there being 
such a case; but with access to no other books except those that I can 
lay my hands on, and not being certain of the title of the case, Ihave 
not been able to run it down. I should like to read that case. I 
should like to have an 9 to understand this bill a little 
better than Ido. I hope the Senator will let it pass over. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from New York, with that pathos 
which is peculiarly his own, ap to the friends of this bill to allow 
it to go over for farther investigation. That same appeal has been 
2 regularly every year since I have had the honor of a seat in this 


y. 

Mr. CONKLING. About this bill? 

Mr. INGALLS. About this particular, identical bill. I introduced 
it at the first session I was here. It was referred to the committee, 
has been acted upon favorably without, I think, exception at every 
session of Con has been reported to the Senate, and gentlemen 
have repeated time after time the statement that they had no light 
upon the bill and asked that it might be postponed for further inves- 
tigation. 3 

r.CONKLING. Now will the honorable Senator allow meone word? 

Mr. INGALLS. With great pleasure. 

Mr. CONKLING. Shall I understand him to say that year after 
year a bill has been before the Senate and received its approval, 
which contained, for example, this provision—— 

Mr. INGALLS. The approval of the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CONKLING. Ah! Imisunderstood the Senator. I understood 
him to say “the rere ofethe Senate.” Shall I understand that 
the Committee on Indian Affairs has year after year approved a bill 
containing this provision : 

And any such Indian shall be entitled to his distributive share of all annuities, 
tribal funds, lands, and otber property, the same as though he had maintained his 
tribal relations ; and any transfer, alienation, or incumbrance of any interest he 
may hold or claim by reason of his former tribal relations shall be void ? 

Have we ever had that ina bill before, proposing to segregate these 
Indians, to cull out such as choose to come, to make them citizens, 
to clothe them with what I used to hear called in the Senate the sov- 
ereignty of an American citizen, and then to provide as is provided 
in the language I have read? The Senator knows how it is. Ido 
not deny it; but I should like to know whether we have had that be- 
fore in such a bill! 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from New York seems to bo laboring 
under the impression that this bill compulsorily confers citizenship 
upon Indians. 

Mr. CONKLING. Not at all. 

Mr. INGALLS. The fact is that it simply permits Indians who 
have the requisite qualifications for citizenship voluntarily, if they 
so desire, to exercise the option of 3 their tribal relations 
ci moe citizens of the United States. That is all there is of 

is bill. 

In regard to the particular provision to which the Senator from 
New York has alluded, I can only say that that includes a suggestion 
made by the Senator from Iowa [ Mr. ALLISON] in the committee at the 
session when this bill was reported. Whether it had or had not been 
before the committee in previous years, I cannot now say; but it ap- 
pears to me, in view of the action that has heretofore been taken, that 
when this subject has been repeatedly before the Senate and referred 
to committees and reported upon after investigation, it certain] 
ought to be acted upon and disposed of by the Senate; and, while 
have no objection to the bill lying over for the purpose of investiga- 
tion, I believe the fact to be that nobody will investigate it, and that 
the only light that is thrown upon the subject, so far as the general 
Senate is concerned, arises from the debates that are held upon the 
floor. Therefore I think we ought to proceed. I say frankly I do not 
care whether the bill is voted up or voted down; but we want to be 
discharged from the consideration of a subject that is urged upon our 
attention at every session of the Senate. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I wish to say to the Senator from Kausas that 
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I am exactly in the condition of the Senator from New York in 


regard 
to this bill. While I have an inclination to support it, and may do 
so when I look into the bill more than I have done up to this time, I 
shall be constrained to vote against it now. I have not examined it 
with that care which its im nee requires. In fact, I have been 
otherwise bay during this discussion and have heard but ve: 
little of it. Still I feel inclined to support some such measure as 
understand its general features, but the provisions of this bill are 
such that I must vote against it now, although I may vote for it after 
I have examined it. 

Mr. INGALLS. I think the bill had better be disposed of at this 
time. Let the Senate vote it 15 or vote it down. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The question is on concurring in the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, before I vote to concur or to non-con- 
cur with this second amendment, which I understand was agreed to 
in the Committee of the Whole, I wish the Senator from Kansas 
would be good enough to explain to me how this individual right in 
the common property which is to survive the citizenship of the indi- 
vidual Indian is to be measured ont and set off to him. 

Mr. INGALLS. That is a matter for subsequent legislation. The 
contingency may never arise. No member of the tribe may ever sep- 
arate himself or avail himself of the privileges of this act. In case 
he should do so, and make application to Con for further legis- 
lation to establish his rights, then we can decide that question. 

Mr. HOWE. Then all that amendment means, if I understand 
the Senator, is that if any Indian is bold enough to ask for citizen- 
ship and to get the judgment of some court decreeing him the right 
of citizenship, and take his chances of getting an act of Congress 
which will set off to him his interest in the tribal property, such a 
man can move under this bill, and nobody else can. 

Mr. INGALLS. If the Senator desires my individual opinion to 
him about that matter, I will state that I do not think any right will 
exist by which any person availing himself of the privileges of this 
bill conld maintain any action whatever for partition of the tribal 
funds or tribal property. 

Mr. HOWE. I understand the Senator to say so; but on the con- 
trary he not having any remedy in the courts would have to come to 


ongress. 

Mr. INGALLS. He might come to Con 

Mr. HOWE. Would he not be obliged to come to Congress or aban- 
don all interest in the tribal property: 

Mr. INGALLS, I cannot answer the question. 

Mr. HOWE. I cannot answer it, and I really shall have to enroll 
myself among the number of those who want time for consideration 
and time for consultation. It is suggested, very pertinently I think, 
that the bill should be recommitted to the committee, and that they 
shonld eonsider the subject until they can tell us how this right 
which rides on the face of the bill is actually to be measured out and 
secured to the individuals. I would either take off the rider or pro- 
vide some 5 5 1 which he could maintain his seat in the saddle. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, I am in the condition of the 
Senator from New York. There are many things about this bill into 
which I should wish to look much more thoronghly than I have been 
able to look this morning. It involves many difficult questions. We 
are treading upon dangerous ground. Without further investigation, 
if compelled now to vote, I should feel constrained to vote against 
this bill; and yet I am in favor of the policy of making citizens of the 
Indians as fast as the progress of civilization renders it proper; but 
in my view it is much better to make tribes by name, who have at- 
tained a sufficient degree of civilization, citizens by act of Con 
as tribes, than to adopt this policy of allowing individuals to step par- 
tially out of their tribes and become citizens, yet retaining their rela- 
tions to the tribe; for such I understand to be this bill. I can never 
vote fora bill which shall make them citizens while they retain their 
tribal relations and their duties and obligations to obey the peculiar 
laws of those tribes. The condition of the Indian at any rate is suf- 
ficiently anomalous, but under this bill it would be still more so. I 
should hardly know how to defino the status of an Indian under this 
bill. I scarcely know how to define it under the law as it stands now. 
I wish to know whether the Indian is to be an entity or a nonentity, 
or a part of both. I think he should beone or theother. He should 
either be a citizen oran Indian. He should either be a citizen of the 
United States, acknowledging the laws and the obligations of a citizen 
under the Constitution and laws of the United States, or he should 
be an Indian, acknowledging the force of the Indian laws and the In- 
dian jurisdiction and all his faties under his tribal relations; but this 

bill mixes him up in such a manner that no man can define under what 
law he stands. So at least it strikes me. 

Now, I agree with much, I may say all, that has been said by the 
Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Massachusetts, both of 
whom, I think, have mentioned objections here which to me are in- 
superable, The Constitution has been referred to, the fourteenth 
amendment, as ibly making all these Indians citizens of the 
United States. hile [ have not carefully examined that question, 
as it came up in this sudden manner, without sufficient time to 
examine it, I will give at once what seems to me the true reason why 
they are not citizens merely by virtue of this provision of the Consti- 
tution. The provision is: 


All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdic- 
tion thereof, aro citizens of the United States and of the Stato wherein they reside. 


My reason for holding that Indians keeping up tribal relations, rec- 
ognized as tribes by treaties with them on the part of the United 
States, are not citizens is that the United States has not asserted any 
jurisdiction there, or, if it has, it is but aqualified one. It has con- 
ceded to those Indian tribes with whom it made treaties a juris- 
diction peculiar to themselves, a jurisdiction in fact to govern them- 
selves within certain limits by their own customs laws. They 
are not, therefore, within the complete jurisdiction of the United 
States; and hence I with the Senator from Ohio that the mo- 
ment an Indian’s tribal relations cease to exist, when he becomes civ- 
ilized, lives as white people do, discarding the obligations of his tribe 
and his tribal relation, he is a citizen of the United States by virtue 
of that provision, but not till then. 

This bill does not require the Indian, in order to obtain the rights 
of citizenship, even to renounce his tribal relations, bat it allows 
him to retain all those tribal relations and many of the advantages 
which result from those tribal relations. It allows him to retain all 
his interest in the annuities, all his interest in the lands and other 
property, without limitation. I should see no objection in certain 
cases to allowing him to retain some of those rights which had be- 
come vested in him as an individual; as, for instance, where head- 
rights have been granted to individuals of a tribe, as private prop- 
erty of the Indian himself; these I should see no objection to his re- 
taining ; but, after he has renounced his allegiance to the tribe, I - 
see no propriety in allowing him to retain his rights in annuities to 
be paid to the tribe. 

But there is another vf rari This bill provides equally for all 
the Indians of the United States, the most savage as well as the most 
civilized. Some of the provisions of the bill might operate well 
enough in certain stages of civilization, where the Indians as tribes 
or individuals have reached a considerable degree of civilization, 
and yet it might operate very badly among other tribes where slight 


or no pro; 6 in civilization. The bill is universal, 
applying to all. 
only suggest these considerations in addition to some which have 


already been suggested by other Senators. My main object in speak- 
ing at all was simply to show that I am not prepared to vote intelli- 
ntly on this bill as it now stands withont farther examination and 
urther consideration. I therefore agree with those who believe the 
vote ought not to be taken upon the merits of the bill at this time. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, not Having had the benefit of full 
information as to the particulars of this bill and not knowing ex- 
actly the meaning of it now, I am extremely anxious that it should 
be postponed until I can get time to look into it further. There are 
several provisions of the bill looking to the acquirement of home- 
steads by Indians, and also to the payment of annuities, which I do 
not understand; and I fear its effect will be, whether it was the 
intention or not, to destroy the rights that the Indians now have in 
the Indian Territory. It seems to be an endeavor to settle them in 
severalty, and thereby to vest all the lands in that Territory in the 
United States free from the use of the government of the Indians. I 
understood our policy has been to settle all the wild tribes in the 
Indian Territory as rapidly as possible, and to use it as a sort of com- 
mon ground whereupon to endeavor to teach them the arts of civil- 
ization. 

There is another matter, to me a serious one, that is involved in 
this bill. When the Indian title is once extingnished in the Indian 
Territory and individual Indians obtain lands in severalty and they 
own their homesteads, the bulk of the lands will then be found to 
have been already given away to railroad corporations. I have the 
charter of one of them before me. The charter of the Atlantic Pacific, 
(and the Missouri, Kansas and Texas has similar provisions,) after 
giving the right of way, says: 

Tho United States shall extinguish, as rapidly as may be consistent with public 
vay. and the welfare of the Indians, and only by their voluntary cession, the 

ndian title to all lands falling under the operation of this act and acquired in tho 
donation to the road named in the act. 

Sec. 3. That there be, and hereby is, granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad 
Sirei its successors and assigns, for the purpose of aiding in tho construction 
of said railroad and telegraph line to the Pacific coast, and to secure the safe and 
8 ly transportation of the mails, troops, munitions of war, and public stores, 
over the route of said line of railway and its branches, every alternate section of 
public land, not mineral, 3 by odd numbers, to the amount of twenty 
alternate sections per mile, on each side of said railroad linc, as said company may 
adopt, through the Territories of the United States. 

Then it provides for the company getting other lands if any of them 
are pre-empted. I do not want any step taken, without thorongh in- 
vestigation, that will give to these great corporations alternate sec- 
tions for twenty miles on each side of the line through the Indian 
Territory. If we propose to use that Territory for gathering in the 
Indians that are now wild and semi-civilized, I want to keep it for 
that purpose instead of giving it for the pw for which these 
charters were granted. I want a little farther time to see how far 
this bill affects those provisions. Ihavenoideathe gentlemen framing 
the bill had their attention called to this. If it does not have that 
effect, one of my serious objections will be removed; but I would 
like to look at it a little further before I am compelled to vote. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I should like very much to ask the 
honorable Senator from Kansas one question it. regard to the text of 
the bill in the first section, which he says has been before the com- 
mittee for a great many years and has received the approbation of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. That is why it is that the com- 
mittee in the case of these Indians adopt an entirely different policy 
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as to what is required from what is adopted in the case of a foreigner 
born out ofthe jurisdiction of the country who asks to be naturalized. 
The German is obliged to prove to the satisfaction of the court— 

That for five years he has behaved as a 5558 moral character, attached 
to the principles of the Constitution of the United States and well disposed to the 
good order and happiness of the same. 

The Indian, however, is only to prove that he has adopted “ the 
habits of civilized life ;” not “all the habits,” but only one of them. 
Now, what habits of civilized life are the ones which it is expected 
the Indian will have adopted? It is not expected that he will be of 
good moral character. Tt is not those habits which involve good 
moral character according to the bill, and it is not attachment to the 
principles of the Constitution of the United States or gooo disposition 
toward its good order and happiness. Now, why should the natu- 
ralized Indian stand ona different footing in that respect from any 
other naturalized citizen in the judgment of the committee ? 

Mr. COKE, Mr. President, in view of the importance of this bill 
I trust the Senator from Kansas will consent that if be made the 
special order for some future time and from day to day. Ishould 
ite myself to have some further information in regard to the bill 
before I can vote on it. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Texas, in view of the great im- 
portance of the subject involved, and of the numerous interesting 

uestions that have raised in connection with the discussion of 
this bill, and of the great desire for light which has been evinced by 
Senators on all sides of the Chamber, su ts that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be postponed to a day certain. Under the rules 
of the Senate, I believe that course can be taken; and, in deference to 
the wishes of those Senators in whose ju nt I have so much confi- 
dence and in whose ardent desire to deyote themselves to the thorough 
and exhaustive consideration of the Indian question I believe, Ishall 
consent to that disposition being made of the bill, provided it can be 
fixed for an early day in December, I would suggest for the consid- 
eration of the Senate the 10th day, that being the second Monday 
after the meeting of the regular session. With that understanding— 
which I suppose can be readily obtained—I shall assent to the sug- 
gestion made, and ask the Senate to agree to that disposition. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the Meganin of 
the Senator from Kansas that this bill be made the special order for 
the 10th day of December next? The Chair hears none, and it will 
be the special order at the close of the morning hour on that day. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After fifty-two minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session the doors were re-opened. 

SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. THURMAN. [I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privil and Elections be discha from 
the pone Eri of the credentials of M. E Butler, of South Carolina. zas 

I ask that this be taken up now, so as to go over as the unfinished 
business for to-morrow. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator’s suggestion prevails and this is 
taken up to-day and comes up to-morrow as the unfinished business, 
I should like to inquire of the Chair whether the interpretation given 
to the rule will fasten this resolution upon the Senate until a con- 
clusion be reached. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The portion of the rule to which the 
Senator alludes relates to the presentation of credentials. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then shall I understand from the Chair that 
that rule would not operate to keep this resolution necessarily before 
the Senate to the exclusion of other business? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It would not in the opinion of the Chair. 

ae THURMAN. The Senator will allow me to refer him to the 
rule. 

The presentation of the credentials of Senators-elect and other questions of 
privilege. 

I take it, it is not simply the “ presentation of the credentials” but 
“other questions of at Mi that the rule gives precedence to. The 
Senator from New York is entirely right in saying, what I certainly 
believe, that this motion is a question of privilege. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not doubt that at all, but 
he refers the Senator from Ohio for response to the question propounded 
by the Senator from New York, to the latter clause of the rule which 
governs the question of credentials. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Chair is clearly right. 

Mr. THURMAN, I do not contest that. 

Mr. CONKLING. Iam an intruder in the discussion, as I see the 
chairman of the Committee on cy Yes and Elections is here, and 
I only say to him that I am getting a little information for my indi- 
vidual benefit. The consequence of the motion made by the Senator 
from Ohio diminishes somewhat in the presence of the announcement 
made by the Chair; because if taking up this resolution was to assign 
it a fixed place before the Senate all the time until the conclusion of 
it, it might put other business in a very awkward position, and lam 
very glad to find that the Senate is not threatened with that danger. 

But as I am on my feet I venture to make a further suggestion. 
The Senator from Ohio is well warranted in saying that this is a 
question of privilege; it is something more than a privileged ques- 


tion; it is matter of privilege and of the highest privilege. It is 
therefore, of course, in order to move at any time to take it up. It 
may be that to-morrow morning will be as good a time as the Senator 
could select for that purpose. Onthe contrary it may be that some- 
thing may come from the other House or something may arise here 
in the morning which would incline a majority of the Senate, even if 
not the mover of the resolution, not to take it up to-morrow morning. 
Therefore I suggest to him, unless he sees something to be gained in 
a matter which is of such importance as this, by taking it up to-night 
that it may be the unfinished business, that it would be better to let 
it lie over under the rule which requires it so to lie upon the singlo 
objection, which I do not like to make against the Senator from Ohio. 
think that would be better, for the reason that the motion was 
unexpected, as I had no idea myself that it was to be made; I sup- 
pose the chairman of that committee had no idea that it was to be 
made; and a number of Senators who are not here. My eye naturally 
falls upon the seat of the Senator from Vermont who sits so near me 
[Mr. Epuuxps ]. He is absent to-day; several other Senators are 
absent. He is out of town, I am told, und will be here to-morrow. 
It may be that he and other Senators who are absent would be very 
glad to be heard, at least to vote upon the question of taking up a 
resolution to discharge the committee. If it is taken up to-night, 
and becomes unfinished business, one s of it is passed by; and 
no notice having been given, I am inclined to think that the resolu- 
tion will be expedited as much by allowing it to Tic over until to- 
morrow morning, when we have had one day’s notice that it is to be 
resented, as by asking unanimous consent to proceed with it now, 
or there must be unanimous consent. A single objection, under the 
rule, of course carries it over, it being a resolution; and I think the 
Chair ruled on a previous occasion that it was one of those resolu- 
tions to which the rule applies enabling a single Senator to have it 
passed over. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Senator 
from New York that all motions to discharge committees lie over 
according to the rules. 

Mr. CONKLING. So I inferred from a previous observation I had 
heard fall from the Chair. As I say Ido not mean to inte an 
objection myself. The chairman of the committee thatit is proposed 
to discharge is here, If he does not make the objection certainly it 
is not for me to do it. I make only the suggestions that I have made. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr, President, I have not intimated any desire 
for a vote on this resolution to-day, because it is obviously proper 
that the Senate should have notice of such a resolution; that is to 
say have notice that it is pending; and if it is taken up now it wiil 
be the unfinished business to-morrow, and the Senate will have had 
a full day’s notice that it will be ander consideration to-morrow; and 
then, if there should be any other business that ought to have pre- 
cedence over this motion or resolution, a majority of the Senate can 
a ey it and proceed to the consideration of that other business. 

„then, there is nothing lost to anybody by making it the unfinished 
business for to-morrow. Being a question of privilege it ought to be 
dis: of with reasonable diligence, and that is all Lask. It ought 
to be taken up and considered and determined, unless there is some 
other matter of public concern that ought to take precedence of it. 
If there should be any such matier a majority of the Senate will un- 
doubtedly postpone this and take up that more important business. 

I can see no injury to any one by taking up this resolution now. I 
put it in the form of a resolution so that there may be no question 
about it, and that it may go in the Journal properly. There can be 
no injury or prejudice to anybody or advantage in any way by taking 
it up now so that it may be the unfinished business for to-morrow. 

Before 1 take my seat, I wish to say one word in vindication of my 
course in offering this resolution. I have done so with unfeigned 
reluctance, because I am aware of the sensitiveness with which such 
resolutions are oftentimes regarded by committees, They are apt to 
think that the introduction of such a resolution is a reflection upon 
the committee, and others sometimes sympathize with that sensitive- 
ness; but underthe circumstances of this case I have felt it to be my 
duty to ask the Senate to consider this question, and I beg their 
indulgence while I state what are the facts which induce me to make 
this motion. 

The State of South Carolina has had but one Senator on this floor 
since the 4th day of March last. The credentials of General Butler 
were presented to the Senate at that session, and referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. Although the March session 
lasted some time, no report was made npon those credentials, At 
the present session, asis in the recollection of us all, it was determ- 
ined that the credentials of General Butler went back to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections; and I thought from what was 
said then that that committee would speedily report, not only upon 
his case, but also upon the case of Eustis. Now, five weeks have 
elapsed, and we have no report. I shall not go into the merits of the 
case; I shall not inquire to-day whether General Butler or Mr. Cor- 
bin is the Senator-elect from the State of South Carolina; but this I 
think I am authorized to say, that as far as I have been informed 
there is no controversy whatever in these two cases about any ques- 
tion of fact. The facts, if I am not misinformed, are all in the rec- 
ord; they all appear in the proceedings of the Legislature of the 
State of South Carolina, or what either party claims to be the Legis- 
lature, so that there is no necessity, as far as Lam informed, to go 
outside of the record to learn the facts. Iam further informed (and 
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if the information is not correct I hope to be corrected) that it is not 
the desire of either of the contestants for the seat to go outside of 
the record and take testimony aliunde. If this be the case, if my in- 
formation is correct, if the facts are all matters of record, no report 
that the committee could make, be it in favor of Butler or be it in 
favor of Corbin, or be it against them both, could prevent a discus- 
sion of the case in the Senate; for the Senate will decide for itself 


upon these facts, and the business of a committee is mainly to ascer- 
tain the facts. at is the law upon those facts, what are the pro- 
visions of the Constitution upon those facts that should govern our 

n Senate ; and although we 


action, is a question for debate in the o 
might be aided even upon a question of law by the report of a com- 
mittee, yet these questions are really so familiar, the constitutional 
provisions in reference to the election of Senators and the act of Con- 

in regard to the election of Senators are so familiar to the mem- 
oe of this body, that no very great light, if any light at all, is 
likely to be shed upon them by the report of a committee. 

Now, then, if the facts are as I have stated, hero is a. case in which 
all the facts are upon record, in which there is no controversy about 
the facts at all, it does seem to me that the sooner we get it into the 
Senate the better it will be, and that it is not in the slightest degree 
disrespectful to the committee, if that committee have other engage- 
ments that do require the taking of testimony and that do occupy 
their time, that we should relieve them from the consideration of a 
case which requires no taking of testimony, but which can be decided 
in open Senate as well as they can decide it in a committee-room. 

I bog leave with great respect to make a further suggestion, Here 
are three vacant seats in this body, two from the State of Louisiana 
and one from the State of South Carolina. One of those seats from 
Louisiana has been vacant for twenty-two months; that is to say, if 
has been unoccupied for twenty-two months. The credentials of Mr. 
Eustis were presented twenty-two months ago. The report that was 
made on them went upon the ground, as far as we can infer any 
ground from it, and certainly the remarks of the chairman of the 
committee went upon the ground, that the only objection to the seat- 
ing of Eustis was that Pinchback had been elected and that there 
was no vacancy when Eustis was chosen. But the Senate overruled 
that, and held that Pinchback never had been elected, and in so doing 
ruled that the body that assumed to elect Pinchback was not the 
Legislature of the State. And yet for twenty-two months has that 
State been kept out of representation on this floor. Now, can it be 
consistent with the character of the Senate, and with justice to a 
State, with justice to the gentlemen who come here presenting their 
credentials, with the commonest principles of justice there should 
be farther delay ? 

I do hope that the Senate will view it in this light and, let the de- 
cisions be what they may, that they will at least decide. I do not 
ask them in this resolution to decide that Mr. Butler is chosen Sena- 
tor from South Carolina. I ask that the committee be disch 
from the consideration of his credentials, Any one who believes Mr. 
Corbin to have been elected can make a like motion in his case and 
thus the whole case will be before the Senate; and all I ask is that 
the Senate will hear and decide. 

We have been five weeks in session. Our average sittings have not 
amounted to an hour and a half a day. There has been more time 
given for committee work than I ever knew given before in five 
weeks of a session of the Senate; ay, I undertake to say more than 
ever was given in any five weeks since the Senate had an existence. 
Not only that, we have adjourned over time and again one day, two 
days at a time; and now, sir, when this Senate might have had all 
the time that could have been asked to consider this case of Butler, 
all the time that would have sufficed to have considered it over and 
over and over in, and to consider the case of Eustis in like man- 
ner, and to consider Corbin’s case—when we have adjourned day after 
day after sitting from half an hour to an hour and a half, and gone 
our way enjoying ourselves in this beautiful weather, going to the 
theater at night as some of the Senators do, and some of the others 

oing to the horse-races [laughter]—while that has been the case one 
Stats has been wholly unrepresented in this body and another has 
been but half represented. It does seem to me, withont intending to 
wound the feelings of any one, without intending to arraign any Sen- 
ator, that this thing is a reproach to the American Senate, and it ought 
not further to exist. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I do not understand, Mr. President, that al- 
though in the first instance the question of the admission of a Sen- 
ator to a seat on this floor may be a question of privilege, it there- 
fore results that a motion to take his case from the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections to which it has been referred is a question 
of privilege. I think it is not. And in answer to what the Senator 
from Ohio has said with reference to the committee of which I am 
now chairman and its action upon these election cases, I desire to say 
to him and to the Senate that I do not think any member of that com- 
mittee who knows what its action has been and what its work has 
been will stand up here or anywhere else and assert that that com- 
mittee has been guilty of tardiness or neglect. 

The Senator from Ohio has seen fit to allude to the fact that he— 
I beg his pardon; that certain members of the Senate had found time 
aud leisure to gratify their tastes in attending the theatre and horse- 


races. 
Mr. THURMAN. I wasone of them. [Laughter.] 


Mr. WADLEIGH. I so understood my friend, but I assure the 
Senator from Ohio that while he was attending horse-races and at- 
tending theatres the Committee on Privileges and Elections was hard 
at work in attending to its duties. 

Mr. THURMAN, If tho Senator will allow me, I will state that if 
he had made a report on this case, I should have been attending to 
it and would not have E 81 to the horse-race. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. e Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
like most of mankind, are able to consider only one thing at a time. 
Before the question as to whether this case should be taken from the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections had been settled by the Sen- 
ate, the case of Kellogg and of Spofford had gone to the committee, 
had been taken up by the committee and was under consideration. 
That being the position, the committee did not see fit and have not 
seen fit to lay down that case and take up another. They have pro- 
ceeded as auigenti as they possibly could with the consideration of 
the case whic. come into their hands and which they were con- 
sidering at the time the Senate decided that the committee should 
not be discharged from the consideration of this case. They did 
deem ihat it would not be respectful to the Senate and would not be 
proper for them to proceed to the consideration of the Eustis case or 

f the Butler case while the question was still undetermined as to 
whether that case should be considered by them or not. But the 
Kellogg-Spofford case had been referred to them, they took it up it 
was under consideration; and I say here to the Senator from hio 
that from that day to this the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
has not been remiss in the performance of its duty. 

Furthermore, Mr, President, I think that the anxiety of certain 
Senators to take this case of Butler from the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections is measured and produced by the fact that the decision 
of the committee, the work of the committee, in reference to the 
other case is approaching its termination and its result. I do believe 
that the work of the committee upon the Kellogg-Spofford case will 
soon be closed; that instead of the committee taking further testi- 
mony none will be necessary ; and that in a few days, at farthest in 
one or two days, the committee will be prepared to decide that case, 
It seems to me, in view of that fact, the ominous anxiety that is ex- 
hibited here to take from that committee a case which they have not 
yet had time to consider is at least suggestive that there is some- 
thing in the case which will not bear tho scratiny of the committee. 

Mr. President, who is there on this floor who knows the facts in the 
Butler-Corbin case? Has it not been the fact that when that case 
went to the Committee on Privileges and Elections the members of 
the Senate supposing that the committee would gue the facts have 
neglected to inform themselyes as to the essential facts in the case ? 
I can only speak for one, and I say to the Senator from Ohio that I 
myself have not examined the questions in the case of Corbin and 
Butler so far as to be able to form any intelligent opinion whatever 
as to which of those two contestants I should vote for; and I submit 
to him whether it is ible for the Senate to proceed intelligently 
upon the questions in that case at so early a period as to-morrow, 
when he seems determined that the Senate shall proceed to act upon 
it. Ido not know how it may be with him; I do not know how it 
may be with those who have anticipated that this motion was to be 
made. I do not know how it may be with those who in caucus have 
determined that this motion should be sprung upon the Senate, and 
pania toan instantaneous or an almost instantaneous consideration. 

hey may have, perhaps, in view of what they knew was to come, pre- 

ared themselves for the consideration of this case, and for its intel- 

igent discussion ; but upon the other side of the Senate, where it has 
been supposed until now that this case was to remain until a report 
of the facts, involving the questions of law, could be made, I ven- 
ture to say that scarcely any one of the Senators has prepared him- 
self for discussion, or taken pains to ascertain the facts in the case; 
and hence I say, that this motion of the Senator from Ohio is unjust 
to one side of this House at least. 

I might say further, in behalf of the committee of which I am chair- 
man, that there is not any disposition to delay this case or any other. 
That committee has worked hard. It has performed, I believe, its full 
duty; and I can say here that in my judgment its work upon the 
Louisiana case, which was the first taken up by it for consideration 
is nearly at an end. I hope, Mr. President, that the committee will 
be allowed to report upon this case, or at least that the one side of this 
Chamber may be allowed to devote to it the time and the attention 
which hitherto they have not given to it on acconnt of a belief, which 
perhaps might be well founded, that it would be considered by a com- 
mittee, and that they would receive from that committee the infor- 
mation which is not now in their possession, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Before this discussion proceeds further, 
the Chair wishes 

Mr. WADLEIGH. And I state hero that I feel it my duty to object 
to the consideration of this matter at this time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over under the rule. 
The Chair was about to make the inquiry whether the resolution 
would be regarded as being before the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask leave, before this matter goes over, to make a 
suggestion, not upon the merits of the resolution, but upon the ques- 
tion of order; in regard to its being a question of privilege. If there 
is no objection, I desire to call the attention of the Chair—and I sup- 
pose it will not be necessary to decide it at the moment—to this con- 
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sideration: Undonbtedly, when the credentials of a member are pre- 
sented, the question of making up and Sep Sear this body is a ques- 
tion of the highest 88 but when that question has once re- 
ceived a disposition by the Senate, as for instance postponement to a 
day certain, laying on the table, or commitment to a committee, then, 
as I understand, it is the settled law of all parliamentary bodies, the 
British House of Commons, the other branch of Congress, that it 
ceases to be that privileged question. 

What is a question of privilege? It is a question which warrants 
one member of a legislative assembly, inst the will of all the 
others, to require it, on his sole motion, to lay aside the business in 
which it is engaged and take up the business brought to its atten- 
tion by him. If in the last half hour of a session which is by the 
Constitution to end on the 4th of March, the Senate be engaged on 
an important appropriation bill, if this be a question of privilege, 
any one Senator can compel the Senate to lay aside that bill and take 
up the question, hear him at his election and all other Senators at 
their election in debate upon it, and deal with it. Now, can it be pos- 
sible that claims to seats in parliamentary bodies, after they have 
once been presented, after they have been referred to an ee 
committee, still hang over those bodies, putting them into the power 
not merely of a minority but of a single member, throughout the rest 
of their legislative life? In the House of Pt r where 
the same considerations precisely apply as in the Senate, there are 
sometimes forty or fifty disputed election cases. In that body the 
struggle for the floor or to defeat questions which the body has de- 
termined to take up is a very important part of the liamentary 
movements which there prevail. Now, is it credible that any mem- 
ber of the British House of Commons or that any member of the 
American House of Representatives has it in his power, after an 
election case has once been sent to a committee, to come in and re- 
peat the motion twenty times over every day, if he chooses, “I moye 
to disc the committee from that case and proceed with it in the 
House ?” Isit credible that that can be the rule of the Senate? Now, 
I understand, with t submission to the Chair, that when the 
credentials of a member have been presented and the Senate has dis- 

of that question, either finally or by putting it in order for fur- 
ther disposition by commitment to a committee, other motions in 
regard to that matter cease to have the high privilege which the 


original proposition 8 
Mr THU MAN. . President, I suppose the objection of the 
Senator from New Hampshire is temporarily withdrawn—he can re- 


new it again—and, as we have listened to an ent from the Sen- 
atorfrom Massachusetts, I beg three minutes to say something inreply. 

I do not care the value of that pencil, [holding up a lead-pencil, ] 
for my present purpose, whether this is a question of privilege or not. 
The resolution was one that I could offer. I did offer it. It been 
received ; it has been discussed; and it will come up some time or 
other, I hope, before I die for discussion in the Senate and for decis- 
ion; and, therefore, I am very indifferent whether it is a question 
of privilege or not. I think I can give very good reasons why it 
is a question of privilege, but I am very diffident upon all questions 
of order. Ihave discovered that in this Senate no man is qualified 
to mg on questions of order unless he hasserved an apprenticeship 
in the House of Representatives, and a peta long apprenticeship 
too. I have observed that Senators who have never had that privi- 
lege do not know anything about questions of order; and, as it is 
more than thirty years since I had a little time in the House of 
Representatives, all that I learned then I have wholly forgotten. 
9 

Mr. CONKLING. Did you know it then? [Lau prod 

Mr. THURMAN. Ido not think I did, [laughter,] for I never had 
any taste for questions of order; and, as I have said so often in the 
Senate, this is the pleasantest body in the world because we do busi- 
ness here as a set of gentlemen and do not trouble ourselves much 
abont questions of order, except now and then when my honorable 
friend from New York wants to flank some one, and then he puts in 
a question of order. I do not care about this matter, whether it is a 
matter of privilege or not; though, if it shall become necessary here- 
after, I shall endeavor to show that it is a question of privilege. 

Now, one word in reply to what is said by the Senator from New 
Hampshire, the chairman of the committee. He tells us that the 
committee has not had time to examine these questions because the 
committee felt itself charged first with the examination of the Spof- 
ford-Kellogg case. How the committee ever came to such a con- 
clusion as 3 I am at a loss to determine, for the Kell case was 
no more referred to the committee than was Eustis’s case. The ruling 
of the Chair, supported by a vote of a majority of the Senate, held 
that the reference of the Butler case and of the Eustis case at the last 
session took them over to the committee at this session, so that they 
stood first referred. Here, then, is the case of Eustis, that was referred 
twenty-two months ago, the first case of vacancy, a vacancy occurring 
before either the vacancy in South Carolina or the other vacancy in 
the State of Louisiana, before the vacancy that Spofford or Kell 
is entitled to fill, or before the vacancy that Corbin or Butler is enti- 
tled to fill. I should have thought—perhaps it is owing to my little 
2 experience that the case first on the calendar was first to be 

xen up. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I can tell the Senator from Ohio why it was not 
taken up first, if he wants to know. 


Mr. THURMAN. I should be very glad to have any light, although 
on it to be understood that I am not arraigning the committee at 


Mr. MITCHELL. I want to answer the query that the Senator 
from Ohio raised as to why the Eustis case was not taken up first. 

Mr. THURMAN, Very well. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Before the committees were organized at the 
present session of the Senate, the Senator from Ohio, if I am not 
mistaken, made a motion that the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions be discharged from the further consideration of the Eustis case. 
When the Committee on Privileges and Elections had their first meet- 
ing that motion was pending in the Senate and undecided, and the 
committee thought it would hardly be a decorous ing to pro- 
ceed with the consideration of that case while there was a motion 
pending in the Senate, and especially while that motion was pending 
at the instance of the Senator from Ohio to discharge the committee. 
Consequently they proceeded to take up the Kellogg-Spofford case, 
and that was done, I will say, by the unanimous consent of all the 
members of the committee. 

Furthermore, they all —if Iam permitted to refer to what 
took place in committee, which I admit is not exactly in order—it 
was the unganimous opinion of democrats and republicans in the com- 
mittee that it was not exactly the proper thing to do to take up the 
Eustis case while that motion was pending; and since then the com- 
mittee, as suggested by the chairman, has been proceeding from day 
to day, meeting almost every day in the forenoon and some days in 
the afternoon after the Senate adjourned, with the consideration of 
the Kellogg-Spofford case, until now, as stated by the chairman of the 
committee, it is in that situation which will enable us, as we believe, 
at least some of us, to dispose of it before any great number of days 
shall have a 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, my astonishment grows greater 
the more I hear about these cases. On the first or second day of this 
session I moved to swear in Mr. Spofford. My motion was amended 
by providing that his credentials should be referred to the committee. 
That carri On the very same day, and as soon as that decision was 
made, I moved to swear in Mr. Eustis. At the same session of the 
Senate, within two minutes after Spofford’s credentials had been re- 
ferred, I moved to swear in Eustis. I was met by the objection that 
his credentials were already before the committee under the rules of 
the Senate; that the reference at the last session or the session before 
took them to the committee upon the organization of the committee 
at this session. The Chair so ruled; the Senate so decided. I in- 
stantly then made the only motion I could make, and that was to dis- 
charge the committee. After some debate, and afterit had been said 
by more than one on this floor, or intimated, that there would be a 
speedy report in his case, I myself moved to lay my own resolution 
on the table, stating thatin view of those facts I would let it lie upon 
the table, and that motion of mine was unanimously adopted. How 
this committee could think that that resolution of mine, which on my 
own motion had been laid on the table by the unanimous vote of the 
Senate, was any obstacle to taking up the case of Eustis and how it 
could have been disrespectful to the Senate for the committee to take 
it 2p is past my comprehension. 

. MITCHELL. That was not done, the Senator from Ohio will 
remember, until after the Committee on Privileges and Elections had 
taken up the Kellogg-Spofford case, 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator is entirely mistaken. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Cer 3 I am not mistaken. 

Mr. THURMAN. It was all done at the same sitting. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Certainly not. 

Mr. THURMAN. The credentials of Spofford were referred to the 
committee; my motion to swear in Eustis was defeated, and then my 
motion to discharge the committee was made, and it was laid on the 
table, all at one session of the Senate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If the Senator from Ohio will allow me, I think 
I can correct the error into which the Senator from Oregon has fallen. 
The motion of the Senator from Ohio was made on the second day of 
the session, which was the 16th day of October. The committee 
no meeting until the 19th, as the published proceedings of the com- 
mittee will show; so that on the 19th all the cases were before the 
committee and all action on the part of the Senate in reference to 
them had taken place. My friend, the Senator from Oregon, is de- 
fective in his memory on that point. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I will submit to the Senator from Delaware, 
whatever the record may show, if the question did not come up in 
committee and did we not all that, inasmuch as there was a 
motion in the Senate pending to discharge the committee from the 
farther consideration of Mr. Eustis’s case, therefore we would not take 
up that case? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I will say to the Senator very frankly that if 
any such a ent was had it was a silent agreement, because I do 
not remember to have heard the question spoken of. It may have 
been, but I do not remember that the question was spoken of in com- 
mittee. At any rate, it came before the committee, and there wus no 
question Salso I concede all that; but the Spofford case was laid 
before the committee yy Besa then acting chairman of the committec. 

Now, if the Senator from Ohio will indulge me, I desire to make a 
few remarks in regard to the action of ‘the committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let me make my suggestion ; it will take but a 
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minute. If there were that reason for la ing aside Eustis’s case there 
was no such reason for laying aside Butler's, for there had been no 
motion made in re to that to discharge the committee. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I now desire to say by the indulgence of the 
Senate that my connection with the committee has entailed upon me 
the obligation to be at all times most courteous to the committee and 
to the action which may have been had in it; and, while Ihave been 
awure that unless there was action on the part of the committee in 
reference to this case there would be some motion made in the Sen- 
ate to discharge the committee, I have been very anxious that the 
committee should act and that no such motion should become neces- 
sary. And the committee is not ignorant of the fact, because it was 
advertised by a member of the committee that unless action was 
taken upon this particular case it would be brought to the attention 
of the Senate by a motion to discharge the committee. I am not re- 
vealing any secret that is unknown. I speak only of the action of 
the committee after the committee itself has published its proceedings 
in its journals. 

See McMILLAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to make a very brief statement. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I just wish to ask a question in reference to the 
fact alluded to by the Senator. The publication to which the Senator 
refers, if I mistake not, contains the p ings furnished to the 
several members of the committee. No one else is entitled to them, 
as I understand. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. They are given ont everywhere. I am not dis- 
posed to find fault with the committee; but after the chairman of 


that committee says that it has been diligent in the discharge of its |- 


duty, I must be permitted in his presence and in the presence of the 
Senate to say that in my 3 we have had ample time to have 
disposed not only of the Butler case and the Eustis case, but to have 
made all the progress which we have made in the Spofford case. Now, 
for one whole week preceding this day 

Mr. McDONALD. I would ask the Senator from Delaware to give 
way to a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 1 wish to put the committee right, because I 
think the statement of the chairman, uncontradicted, unexplained by 
any member of the committee, would go out and make the impres- 
sion that we had been constantly at work on these cases when the 

ublished e which I hold in my hand show that on last 

onday a week ago I submitted a motion to take up the Eustis case, 
and immediately a motion to adjourn was carried, and from that time 
to to-day no meeting of the committee has been had where we could 
diseuss the then pending motion; so that, in my jadgment, we ought 
to have had these the Butler and Eustis cases, reported back, 
and I am sure we could have done it and made all the progress we 
have made in the case of Spofford. 

Several Senators addressed the Chair, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is no question before the Senate. 

Mr. McDONALD. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator give way for a moment 
to enable the Chair to lay before the Senate a communication! 

Mr. MCDONALD. Certainly. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from. the 
Secretary of War, transmitting a copy of a report of the Chief of 
Ordnance on the joint resolution of the House No. 37, authorizing the 
Secretary of War to issue certain arms to the Washington Light 
Infantry, of Charleston, Sonth Carolina; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed as the select committee to inves- 
tigate the finance reports, books, and accounts of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, under the resolution adopted yesterday, Messrs. Davis of West 
Virginia, Beck, ALLISON, INGALLS, and CAMERON of Pennsylvania. 

r. MCDONALD. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at three o’clock and forty-one 

minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


TUESDAY, November 20, 1877. 7 


The House met at twelve o’clockm. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


METRICAL SYSTEM. 


Mr. MONROE. I take the floor for the purpose of moving to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union on the 
Paris exposition joint resolution. * 
The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will yield, the Chair will take 
the present opportunity to present certain Executive communications. 
r. MONROE, I yield for that purpose. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimons consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in reply to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of November 6, 1877, in relation to the met- 
rical system of weights and measures in governmental transactions, 
Ko.; which was referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

FOUR PER CENT. BONDS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimons consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in response to a resolu- 
tion of the House asking for information relative to the negotiation 
of the United States 4 per cent bonds; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
CHANGE IN ARTICLES OF WAR. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a communication 
from General Hancock, suggesting a change in the one hundred and 
fourth article of war; which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary i . 
METRICAL SYSTEM. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimons consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Postmaster-General, in relation to the metrical sys- 
tem of weights and measures; which was referred to the Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measares. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. FIELD, by unanimous consent, asked leave of absence for the 
rest of the extra session. 

Mr. BISBEE, by unanimous consent, asked leave of absence for 
one day. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, by unanimous consent, asked leave 
of absence for ten days, on account of important business, 

Mr.CONGER. I wish tosay, Mr. Speaker, in regard to these leaves 
of absence, if all those who wish to go away from the House shall ask 
and obtain leave of absence for that pu 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object? 

Mr. CONGER.. I do not say I object to these, but I shall object 
hereafter to the granting of further leave of absence until the ques- 
tion of adjournment of this session has been determined by the two 


Houses. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair mnst consider the gentleman in 
future as objecting to the granting of leave of absence. 

Mr. CONGER. I shall object hereafter to the granting of any 
leave of absence until the question of adjournment has been deter- 
mined by the House. 

The SPEAKER. There being no objection, then, by unanimous 
consent, leave of absence has been granted in the cases just indicated. 


SITE FOR STATUE OF GENERAL NATHANAEL GREENE, 


Mr. EAMES. I ask the gentleman from Ohio to yield to me to call 
up Senate joint resolution No. 6, fixing the site for the equestrian 
statue of General Greene, 

A oe MONROE. I yield for that purpose, if it gives rise to no 
ebate. 

Mr. EAMES. It requires no appropriation, as that heretofore mado 
covers the entire expense. 

There was no objection, 

The SPEAKER. ‘There being no objection the joint resolution will 
be taken from the Speaker's table and considered as having been read 
a first and second time. 

5 — EWING. I object to the consideration of anything not in 
order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asked for information, but no one 
responded. 4 

Mr. EWING. I failed to hear what it was about. 

The SPEAKER, Perhaps the gentleman was not listening, or was 
not in the Hall. 

Mr. MONROE, If there is to be any discussion in reference to this 
aly Seg opty I must decline to yield. 

r. EAMES. It cannot possibly give rise to debate. I do not 
think when the resolution has been read there will be found a single 
gentleman who will object to it. 

Mr. BEEBE. Let the joint resolution be read. 

The joint resolution, which was read, provides that the statue of 
Major-General Nathanael Greene, orde by Congress, be erected at 
the intersection of Maryland and Massachusetts avenues. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. EAMES moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint reso- 
lution was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION. 


Pe MONROE, I yield now to the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. 
RICE. } 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimons consent to present a 
memorial of the Yearly Meeting of Friends of the three States of 
Indiana, Illinois, and lowa, in reference to international arbitration 
which I ask be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
ordered to be printed, and also that it be printed in the RECORD. 
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There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
The memorial is as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 


ve —.— with its 


horrors, desolation, 

As tho ultimates of war are peaceful treaty stipulations, itis our desire, in which 
a large number of our enlightened fellow-citizens unite, that the rules of jurispru- 
dence be the only resort for redress that our great and, we may almost pat- 
tern nation a to. There 18 a See el 
. eee and wrong. We you to further these ends by 9 — 
priate legislation, and to extend, at such time as may seem to you most suitable, 
ig akram rag Coast oh onal nieren seo 

Desiring the blessing ven to crown all your Christian efforts, we are your 


Signed on behalf and by direction of Ilinois Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in 
Putnam County, Illinois, the 17th to the 20th of ninth month inclusive, 1877. 
JONATHAN W. PLUMMER, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No, 902) making appropriations for the sapport of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other pur- 


poses; and 

An act (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the changing of the name of 
the ship Samuel G. Reed. 

LOUISIANA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—ACKLEN VS, DARRALL. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, presented the compiled and canvassed returns of 
the election for member of Con, in the case of Acklen vs. Darrall, 
from the State of Louisiana, held on the 7th day of November, 1876; 
which were referred to the Committee of Elections. 


CLOSING DEBATE. 


Mr. PAGE. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a bill for refer- 
ence merely. 

Mr. MIL I also ask unanimous consent to introduce a bill for 
reference to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. HALE. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. MONROE. As the regular order of business is demanded I 
move to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to consider the Paris exposition bill. Pending that motion I move 
that all debate under the five-minutes rule in connection with section 
2 be limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. SAYLER. I hope my friend will let me introduce a bill for 
reference to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MONROE. Iam asked by gentlemen all around me to yield, 
but as the 1 5 7 order has been demanded I cannot do so. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I trust the gentleman from Ohio will extend the 
time to twenty minutes. 

Mr. MONROE. I think ten minutes is enough. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I move to amend by saying twenty minutes in- 
stead of ten. 

Mr. MONROE. As I am asked by several gentlemen around me to 
make it 8 minutes I will so amend my motion. 


ills of the 


The SPEAKER. The question will be so put to the House. 
Mr. MONROE. And after that all amendments shall be voted on 
without debate. 


The SPEAKER. That will follow as a matter of course. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MONROE moved to reconsider the vote by which the debate 
rie poned; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 

© table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PARIS EXPOSITION OF 1878, 

Mr. MONROE. I now move the House resolve itself into committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. SPRINGER in the soan and resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. in relation to the international indus- 
trial exposition to be held in is in 1878. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate in committee 
has been closed in twenty minutes on the second section and all 
amendments thereto. 

The Clerk will read be pending amendment moved by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. HANNA. ] 

The Clerk read as follows: 
sige f and SOTER iin erT ͥðVù?) in tans Gy alas be periking eat ihe albus 

© 5, and ending with “exposi ind ; 
beginning with the word rs in line 15, and ending with N le ai. 

The words proposed to be stricken ont are as follows: 

And to control the expenditures incident to the installation and exhibition 
thereof, and to the preparation of the reports on tho exposition. . 


rted that | Teq 


F personal expenses 
shall not exceed $5,000 for his whole term oio; and th en of tho twenty 
issioners fi not ©: $1, 


additional comm ‘or and personal xceed 
each, not including such clerical service as may be allowed by the commissioner: 
general. 


Mr. MONROE, T have ay to say that the amendment chops off 
the head and hands of the bi 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I had not intended to say anything further on this 
subject. Last night I unfortunately did not sit within ear-shot of 
my friend from Chicago, [Mr. Harrtson.] On looking at the RECORD 
this morning I find this extraordinary definition: 

Yet we are told that we must not make an appropriation here for such an object 
because, as my friend from Indiana | Mr, HAMILTON] says, “the lo are 
nae cannot 3 — constituency, ho ‘says, have instru ‘him that he 
Dy economize. * economy consists preventing stealing, preventing 
wasteful expenditures of the public money, Ko. 

Now, I wish to read from Worcester first: 

Economy. Thrifty management; frugality in the use of money, time, and labor. 


I need not read the whole of the definition. 

I also desire to read from Webster: 

Economy. Thrifty and housek ; managing without loss or waste; 
frugality in expenditure ; shi neha a Liswosivion E a just economy, &. 

Now, sir, you doubtless remember the old story of the attorney who 
nested the judge to permit him to read from Blackstone in order to 
show how little Blackstone knew oflaw. [Laughter.] I read from these 
twoold fogies to show how little Webster and Worcester knew of econ- 
omy ; how little they knew of the English language ; that lan for 
the use of which my distinguished friend from was so highly 
praised by an English gentleman. “ A just economy!” The gentleman 
says “ true economy consistsin preventing stealing.” Wonderful defi- 
nition! Hereafter not only wi my friend be known as a great humor- 
ist, but as one of the greatest philologists of the land; and when- 
ever they get out a new edition of the English dictionary in London 
they will send to Chicago, to the district from which my friend 
comes, in order that be may assist them with his wonde defini- 
tions of words in the English language. 

“True economy consists in preventingstealing!” Sir, I hold my hand 
on my wasteful friend’s shoulder—I do not mean the gentleman from 
Georgia [laughter]—and say to him “you are spending too much, 
you are too extravagant, you must economize.” Why, he will turn 
and say, “Do you understand the meaning of true economy? The 
distinguished philologist from Chi says it means preventin 
stealing. I am not stealing. Really, I am preyenting stealing, for 
am throwing money lavis) 3 e 

Does the gentlemen from Jiinois propose to pay the commissioners 
who are to be appointed in order to prevent them from stealing? Is 
it his desire to pay our manufacturers to place their wares abroad in 
order to prevent them from stealing? Is such the economy he has 
promised to his people? Such his idea of true somoniy 

When he talked to his constituents. on the stump about economy 
did he mean that the Government should prevent stealing by throw- 
ing money lavishly abroad? Is that the economy and reform he pro- 
poses? Mr. Chairman, let us have a new dictionary. Let us under- 
stand these terms. People will ask us when we go upon the stump, 
What do you mean by economy? Do you mean economy according 
to Webster's definition or Worcester’s definition or according to that 
of the gentleman from Chicago? Why, sir, it is most astoundi 

Mr. CONGER. I rise to a question of order. There is so much 
confusion that we cannot hear the gentleman’s remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is well taken. The commit- 
tee will come to order, 

Mr. HAMILTON. I would prefer not to be interrupted by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan. I do not like to be interrupted even if the 
House does not hear me. I am speaking to my constituents, and not 
to the House at all. [Laughter and cries of “Louder!” “Londer!”] 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to hear what the gentleman is saying. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Those interruptions in the midst of a gentle- 
man’s remarks often have the effect of throwing him entirely off his 
balance. I do not propose to be thrown off mine. 

As I have never been influenced brary speeches made upon tho 
floor of this House, and as I never knew of any one to be so influ- 
enced, 1 have hesitated heretofore to encumber the RECORD simply 
that I might show my constituents that I could assist in piling up 
the expenses of the House by long speeches. But I desire that my 
5 may know that I am endeavoring to carry out their 
wishes. 

Mr. Chairman, I will cease that portion of my argument if it be 
an argument. Another gentleman stated that this question should 
not be treated ina ridiculous light. I regret, sir, that I did not sue- 
ceed in pleasing that gentleman. I rag pes Ishould not have spoken 
to the comic but the tragic view of the question. A distinguished 
American poet says in his beautiful poem of Sandalphon as he de- 
scribes the angel of prayer listening to the prayers which ascend— 

From the hearts that are broken with losses, 


And weary with dra the crosses 
Too heavy for mo: sie bear. 


And he gathers the prayers as he 
And they change into flowers in his han 
Inte garlands of purple and red. 
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Oh, let us believe in a hereafter! Let us believe in a bright and 
beautiful land, where these earthly sighs and groans may change into 
3 Oh, let us believe in a land where those who have been bur- 
dened by 


Dragging the crosses 
ins Koir tox wmectale be bones 


those who here on earth saw their children crying for bread and were 
compelled to give them a stone; those whose little homsteads have 
been swept away from them and who have seen their wives turned 
upon the cold charity of the world, may, like the poor man who had 
his sores licked by the Goss at the rich man’s door, when they leave 
their earthly tenements, be enfolded in the arms of the omnipotent 
Father and receive some recompense for the misery, the suffering, 
the sorrow and agony which they have endured in this world. 
Here the hammer fell. 
. LUTTRELL and Mr. HANNA rose. 

Mr. MONROE. I ask for a vote on the pending amendment, 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hanna] has 
been recognized. 

Mr. ILTON. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. HANNA. I renew it. 

I do not rise for the der of creating amusement. That is not 
my pu and never has been my habit. Iam acting in good faith 
in what I do, and therefore I hope members will give me credit for 
not attempting to weary their patience, 

My purpose is to strip this section of so much of it as provides for 
the payment of $25,000 to twenty-one gentlemen. It does not rob the 
Executive of the appointment of any of these persons to these several 
positions; but it leaves the positions in the nature of those to be 
sought for as posts of honor. In my Sree e there are quite a suffi- 
cient number of citizens of the Uni States who would gladly 
accept these positions who are well qualified to discharge every duty 
imposed; who will not ask to be reimbursed for their services out of 
the National to the amount of $25,000. 

The views which I entertain with reference to this section are in 
harmony with what is proposed in the pagina (ping section, to wit, 
that the Government of the United States shall go to the length of 
detailing vessels in sufficient number to all the products to 
France which the exhibitors may desire to exhibit. But I do protest 
against making these pity id positions. Ido protest against 
setting aside, out of this $150,000, $85,000 to go into the hands of 
twenty-one men. This section also provides for the appointment of 
one hundred additional persons who shall serve without pay. You 
have one hundred who will gladly accept those positions, and I say 
that you can get twenty-one more equally competent who will accept 
the posts without pay. It would be more to the credit of this Gov- 
ernment if we can find one hundred and twenty-one men to represent 
us at this exhibition without compensation from the National Treas- 
ury than it would be to pay twenty-one of them $25,000. 

And, in my judgment, when 4 — strip this section of this objection- 
able feature and then pass the third section, which is liberal, and as lib- 
eral as any honest exhibitor can ask, you accomplish the purpose and 
all the purposes that any honest exhibitor desires to accomplish. But 
let us strip from this joint resolution anything that seems to provide 
places for certain favorites; because, disguise it as you may, it will be 
charged that positions have been created by Con simply to provide 
places for favorites. There is no necessity for it; we can accomplish 
all that is needed by striking this out, and more effectively provide 
for the public interests than by robbing the Treasury of $150,000. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I offer a formal amendment, I do not know, 
Mr. Chairman, that I can throw any light or any sense upon this sub- 

ect. But I feel perfectly confident that my colleague [Mr. Cox, of 

ow Soll bien: make a speech in favor of this joint resolution far 
more effective than the one he made inst it yesterday, and more- 
over that it is possible for him to condense such as in favor of 
the bill within the limit of two minutes of time. f will try to sug- 
gest to him how to do it. 

Our treaties with France are defective radically. They remind us 
almost of the dark ages. I take one example to illustrate many. We 
all of us heard yesterday several allusions made in this House to the 
article of cotton cloth. Well now, Mr. Chairman, the people of this 
country have learned how to make better cotton cloth than any other 
people on the face of the earth. They have learned to perfect the 
manufacture of cotton cloth so as to absolutely suit the wants of the 
great French nation; but not a yard of American cotton cloth can go 
to France, because by our treaties and the treaties between France 
and England the article is excluded. 

Now, I say to my colleague from New York [Mr. Cox] that to send 
to this great exhibition our achievements in making the best cotton 
cloth in the world, and making it cheaper than anybody else can 
make it, is worth $150,000. How can it be worth it unless we send it 
to this great exhibition at Paris? Let the mass of the people of 
France for whom this material is designed discover that the Ameri- 
can people are able to manufacture this article better and cheaper 
than any other nation, and the treaty between France and Great 
Britain and between France and this Government will perish. 

Now, I am not in favor of this Government going into this sort of 
business; I am opposed to all sorts of subsidies on the part of the 
Government. I would, it I had had e of this subject six months 
ago, have given notice to the country that not one cent from the 
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Treasury of the United States would be appropriated for these pur- 
poses; but the circumstances now surrounding us are such that inas- 
much as the money can be appropriated, we are called upon to give 
it. It is too late for private enterprise to take up the subject and 
carry if through effectively. I concede that it is nôt necessary to 
appropriate $150,000, and I wonld reduce the amount to $100,000. 

t is almost impossible for the Government to conduct a business of 
this sort without. wasting the money a 770 riated. I believe that 
$100,000 will be, at least, as efficient as 5150, 000; but I have endeav- 
ored to show, in the case of one single article, that we cannot ignore, 
as Representatives of the American people, in this cular exigency 
and under the existing circumstances—we cannot ignore it wisely nor 
judiciously. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Irenew the amendment, I have, Mr. Chair- 
man, but a very few remarks to make in regard to this appro- 
priation. I think that we all agree that the products and manulact- 
ures of this Government ought to be exhibited at this great interna- 
tional show. Ido not know that there is any 2 to it; but 
the question here is whether the Government shall appropriate any 
money to defray the expenses. Now, the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HANNA] is that these men who 
may be appointed to 18 shall go at their own expense, and not 
at the expense of the Government. Well, that may be a very proper 
rule in Indiana, but that is not the way in which we do business in New 
York. If we employ men to do certain business we pay them, and 
we pay them a just compensation. 

Now, the gentleman says to us that this is an honorable position, 
and therefore that gentlemen can afford to accept it without any 
compensation. Grant you, sir, that it is an honorable position; but 
is it more honorable to go to this fair in Paris than it is to come 
to the House of Representatives of the United States? Now, I ask 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HANNA] how many men in this 
House would come here, provided we had to come for nothing and 
find ourselves. 

I think that patriotism belon 
nor to Indiana. We here ask to have our pay. 

Mr. KILLINGER. We take it in nbacks. 

Mr. PATTERSON, Yes, and we take it in greenbacks, as my friend 
says. And we can pay these commissioners in greenbacks, which will 
be well enough, for they will be as good as gold in afew days. If 
we are going to send representatives to Paris, let us make the best 
selection we can make in this country, and, instead of compelling 
them to go without compensation and to pay their own expenses, let 
them receive a reasonable remuneration. That is all I desire to say. 

Mr. BEEBE. For one I am opposed to the proposition involved in 
this joint resolution to pay any commissioner. I hold that commis- 
sioners competent to disc their duties can be obtained without 
compensation, 
$ e I rise to a point of order; that debate is not now 
in order. 

Mr. BEEBE, I desire to have a letter read that bears upon this 


iS ts 
. Mr. MONROE. The Committee of the Whole have no power to ex- 
tend the time for debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate has not yet expired. 

Mr. BEEBE. My colleague who has just taken his seat [Mr. Pat- 
TERSON ] is mistaken as to the position of New York upon this matter. 
I cite him to tho fact that the Legislature of the State of New York 
refused to pay its commissioners to the Philadelphia exhibition. I 
ask that a letter that I send to the Clerk’s desk be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


exclusively neither to New York 


Newavuren, N. Y., October 20, 1877. 


Dear Sm: We, as manufacturers located in your district, desire to ask your in- 
finence in securing, for the international exposition at Paris next year, the appoint- 
ment of Mr. 3 57 W. Sillcox as hy mcr commissioner from this State. Mr. 
Sillcox was at the Vionna exhibition in 1873 as hon commissioner, and in the 
time of their greatest confusion was selected and served aa secretary to the general 
commission with Mr. Shultz, and afterward with Mr, Garretson, to the very close, 
and afterward made special reports which were duly published by the Government. 
with great credit to himself as well as to the country. His extensive e ence 
for a number re t with exhibitions in Europe, and his knowledgo of the 
la ges as well as thorough 3 the mauufactn interests of the 
United States, firmly convinces us that services would be invaluable to all 
classes of manufacturers in this country. Mr. Sillcox will not accept a pai 
commission, but we have information that satisfies us that he would aceept an 
honorary one. Hon. Jackson 8. Shultz, of New York City, and Hon. Andrew P. 
White, of Cornell University, both unite in stating that Mr. Sillcox was the main 
dependence in bringing our exhibits at Vienna out of chaos. Mr. Sillcox returned 
from Paris last month and sails for that city in November. and we are confi- 
dent that no more competent or fitting representative can be selected to look aftor 
the manufacturers“ interests at the 1 exposition than ho, and we shall 
esteem 3 favor if you can assist in bringing about this appoiutment, 

We are, sir, very truly yours, 
CHADBORN & COLDWELL MFG. CO., 
By L. M. SMITH, Secretary. 


Hon. GEORGE M. M. C., 
™ Paen. D. 0. 


The CHAIRMAN. The time fixed by order of the House for debate 
upon this section has expired. * 

Mr. MONROE. Let us have a vote. 

The question was upon the proposition of Mr. HANNA, to amen 
section 2 by striking out the clause beginning with the word “ and, 
in line 5, and ending with “exposition,” in line 8; also by striking 
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out the clause beginning with the word “that,” in line 15, and end- 
ing with “ general,” in line 21, as follows: 

And to control the expenditures incident to the proper installation and exhibition 
thereof, and to the preparation of the reports on the exposition. 

* 4 * * * 

That c e po pm eee 
shall mot re $5,000 for huh whole term office ; and the allowance of the twen 
additional commissioners for salary and personal expenses shall not exceed $1, 
poner eg 


as may be allowed by the commissioner- 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. HANNA; and 
upon a division, there were—ayes 57, noes 101. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. WRIGHT called for tellers. 

The question was then taken upon ordering tellers; and. there were 
29 in the affirmative. 

So (the affirmative not being one-fifth of a quorum) tellers were 
not ordered. 

The amendment accordingly was not agreed to. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. I move to further amend section 2 by priek 
after the words “the President may also appoint twenty additio 
commissioners,” the words: 
3 That no two of said commissioners shall be appointed from any one 


Mr. WILLETS. Was not a similar amendment adopted yesterday 
on motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. McMaHon?] 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I understand that the President is at liberty to 
appoint all of these commissioners from one State, if he sees fit. 

itr. WILLETS. Lask that the amendment adopted yesterday be 


read. 
The amendment moved by Mr. McManon was read, as follows: 


And not more than one commissioner entitled to compensation nor more than 
five of the honorary commissioners shall be appointed from any one State or Terri- 
tory. : 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I do not understand that the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio 

Mr. EDEN. Is debate iu order. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

The question was then taken upon the amendment of Mr. LUT- 
TRELL; and it was to, upon a division—ayes 114, noes 47. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I move to amend by inserting after the words 
“ five shall be practical artisan experts” the following: 

One of whom shall possess scientific and tical knowledge of the production, 
refining, and use of petroleum. = g 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. THOMPSON ; 
and upon a division there were—ayes 17, noes 70. 

No er count being called for, the amendment was not agreed 
to. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I move to further amend by striking ont the 
words “and that the President may appoint not exceeding one hun- 
dred additional honorary commissioners to report u ial sub- 
jects who shall serve without pay,” and to insert in lieu thereof that 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


* * 


States, whith said commissioners may report upon special subjects and 
shall serve without pay. 

Mr. MONROE. So far as I am authorized to speak, I am willing to 
accept that amendment. 

Mr. BANKS and others. No; do not accept it. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I understand that most of the members of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs are in favor of this amendment. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I move to amend the amendment so as to add to 
the section that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I accept that amendment as an addition to my 
own. 

The question was taken upon the amendment as modified, and upon 
a division there were—ayes 78, noes 84. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, Mr, BANKS called for 
tellers. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I wish to make an explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I wish to withdraw my amendment. I offered it 
asa substitute for the amendment of the gentleman from California, 
(Mr. LUTTRELL, I and to be added to the section. 

The CHAI The amendment cannot be withdrawn now, as 
it has been accepted by the gentleman from California [Mr. LUT- 


TRELL] and made 4 portion of hisamendment. The question is upon 
ordering tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. LUTTRELL and Mr, MONROE were 
appointed. 


The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 105, noes 103. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. FORT. I movetoamend the amendment by inserting after the 
words “shall serve without pay,” the words “or other expense to the 
United States.” There is nothing in the bill as it stands to prohibit 
the payment of expenses to these men. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BANNING. I move to amend section 2 by striking out in lines 
9 and 10 the words “practical artisan experts,” and inserting “ three 
practical mechanics. 

Lhe areata: was not agreed to; there being ayes 32, noes not 
counted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 3. That the President be authorized, in his discretion, to assign 
of the public vessels to rt to and from France, frec of 
sony be offered for exhibition by the citizens of the United Statens anh yery riana 

ts of the Government which contributed to the centennial exhibition 
in Philadelphia may place under the control of the commissioner-general, for exhi- 
bition, pis articles as shall be deemed desirable to make a proper collective exhibit 
on behalf of the Government of the United States; and the said commissioner- 
23 C 
o ; 
pao penses defrayed ou moneys 
No amendment was offered. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. 4. That in order to defray the necessa: above authorized and for 
the proper installation of the exhibition and the expenditures of the commissioner- 
general, direction of the Secretary of State and with his approval, 


fend npk other wins, then be, and hereb ropriated, out of any money in the 
ited States not . oF 0 


so much thereof as may be necessary for the purposes herein specified, which sum 
expend — 


Mr. KILLINGER. I move pro forma to amend this section by 
striking out the last word. I have nothing to say as to the merits of 
this particular section, but I wish to state that during the investiga- 
tion of this subject by the Committee on Foreign irs there ap- 

before us a citizen of Chicago, Mr. John C. White, a most 
telligent gentleman, who has resided in Paris for many years, doin 
business there. He has no “ax to d;“ he is not connected wit 
any project by which his expenses in going to the exposition shall 
be paid; but the information which he gave the committee was so 
interesting and so thorough that I asked him to put upon paper some 
of his thoughts upon the subject. I hold in m da letter written 
by him in compliance with that request, and I desire to have it read 
as a part of my remarks. I will add that the writer is vonched for 
by the gentleman from Chicago [Mr. ALDRICH] as a most estimable, 
worthy gentleman. 

The Clerk read as follows: ja 

WASHINGTON, November 14, 1877. 

Dear eg In accordance with your request, I respectfully offer the following 


1 ee eee the grandest of mod - 
ern es, an eir play w a complete index resources, arts, manu- 
factures, and industries of France. 

Great Britain will be fully re ted, and she is doing all in her power to 
make a showing that will establish greater favor for her exports in the markets of 
the world. She is now supplying a great n of Europe with ral 
ne. pera steer ts hme priat ra by ug urope of the products and meats of 


Nine-tenths of the meats, hams, and canned goods of American 3 sold 
in the French markets come to France through England. While exportation 
of meats to England has increased some $6,000,000 in one year, the direct exporta- 
tion to France not, I believe, exceed $200,000 in the year. The direct exporta- 
tions to France aud Italy ought to be $1,000,000 a month. American fresh meat can 
be safely carried over the Atlantic, and it can be sold at a profit, and yet below 
French in the markets of France. The canned and . 
9 to the wants of the economical French people, and also to the wants 
of army. The trade in hams ought to be $2,000,000 a year at least. It is but a 
few thousand. American cheese, bacon, oysters, and lard are seldom to be found 
in France. American toys and novelties would be legitimate exports to Europe, 
while the trade in agricultural implements ought to be threefold than it is. 
The French are the most conservative business mén in the world. They make 
haste slowly, and in introducing to their notice goods and articles of sale it is neces- 
to 2 them ample time to reflect on and study their value and importance. 
he glish dealers are close by, (the Channel only divides them,) and they watch 

jealously every attempt of competitors for the French trade. 
afacturers to-day manufacturing agricultural implements sold 


English man are 
in the French markets as American” goods. England is lizinga trade in 


t | meata that legitimately belongs to our country, and she is doing her utmost to 


ecli America at the exposition in order to retain 


her supremacy in the French 
markets. 


American 

In the arts 555 our country will gain useful and practical information ; 
while, in practical mechanics and the manufacture of cloths, silks, and othor 
fabrics for which the Old World is famous, our country will have the benefit of 

thorough ins on and comparison. 
In concl m, I to say that the ex tion offers the grand 2 of 
d esta . an in the aforemen- 
and it will ao sanae p acae oa; If America is not rep- 
the field is left to Great Bri and her colonies, and they will reap what 
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America is certain to lose. England, and Italy will have exhibits repre- 
senting everything of importance to the civilized w and America cannot well 
afford not thoroughly and efficiently to examine those exhibits, While interest and 
profit demand that our country be represented at the exposition, courtesy, sym- 
pathy, and sentiment will not justify declination to participate according to the 
ability and strength of our repr he 

Very y, your t servant, 


Hon. J. W. KILLINGER, 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. KILLINGER.. I withdraw my pro forma amendment, 

Mr. MAYHAM. Imovetoamend this by striking ont the fourth sec- 
tion. I offer this amendment for the purpose of expressing to the 
House and to the country, so far as I may reach it, my unalterable 
opposition to this method of subsidizing individuals. I believe that 
this exposition would be fully sustained and the United States would 
do itself entire credit if the matter were left to private enterprise. 
I do not believe the American people are so dead to their cgmmercial 
interests as not to provide adequately for a proper representation of 
their industries in a foreign country upon such an occasion as this, 
when the suitable presentation of their products will give them such 
advantages in the markets of the world. It seems to me that in pro- 
posing to appropriate public money for such a measure as this we un- 

errate the business enterprise of our people. 

But, apart from the reflection which would be cast upon American 
industry and enterprise by the passage of this resolution, there are 
other objections. One is the invidious and unjust discrimination as 
it appears to me in favor of a few individuals, while the masses will 
be entirely unrepresented. It seems to me that by taking one man 
from the city of New York, if you please, and pensioning him as 
commissioner-general with a salary of $5,000, you will displease five 
hundred men who would be willing to go there without compensa- 
ton, 550 spend their time for the purpose of presenting their com- 
modities. 

But this is not all. There is underlying this whole subject a con- 
stitutional objection which my friend from Illinois [Mr. Harrison] 
seemed y y to underestimate. I happened to be one of that 
class of individuals on this floor who believe in the strict construc- 
tion of the Constitution. Ido not believe that my certificate as a 
member of this House made me a trustee at will of all the property 
of the people of the United States, I believe I have no right to ex- 
ercise the taxing power here except so far as it is delegated in the 
Constitution. It is my conviction that when we undertake to exer- 
cise that power in the absence of an express warrant we do ourselves 
and the country t injustice, And, sir, the condition of the coun- 
try will not justify such a measure as this. The people of the United 
States are to-day anxiously longing for the time when they shall be 
able to redeem their solemn promises, their sacred e and fear 
the approach of the time, however remote, when y must redeem 
their plighted faith. 

As bearing upon the constitutional question I send to the Clerk’s 
desk 5o Da an extract from a decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, made in 1874, in which this question is incidentally 
referred to, if not directly discussed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

To lay with one hand the power of the Government on the pro of the citizen, 
and with the other to bestow it upon favored individuals to aid private enterprises 
and build | 22 ar is none the. less a robbery use it is dono under 

w called 


JOHN C. WHITE. 


the forms o; taxation. This is not legislation, It is a decree 
under legislative forms. Nor is it taxation. A tax,“ says Webster's Dictionary, 
“isa rate or sum of 


assessed on the person or property of a citizen b; V. 
ernment for use of the or state.” Taxes are burdens ar charges 8 


tho Legislature upon persons or property to raise money for public purposes. 
2 


We have established, we think, beyond cavil that there can be no lawful tax 
which is not laid for a public 83 It may not bo easy to draw the line in 
all cases so as to decide what is a pu purpose in this senso and what ja not. 


But in the case before us, in which the towns are authorized to contribute aid by 
way of taxation to any class of manufacturers, thero is no difficulty in holding that 
this is not such a public pu as we have been considering. If it be said that 
a benefit results to the l. public of a town by establishing manufactures, the 
same may be said of any other business or pursuit which em 
The merchant, the mec ic, the innk , the banker, the builder, the steamboat- 
owner, are equally promoters of the public good and equally deserving the aid of 
the citizens by forced contributions. No line can bo drawn in favor of the manu- 
facturer which would not open the coffers of the public treasury to the importa- 
nities of two-thirds of the business men of the city or town. 


Sir, believing the views expressed by the Supreme Court gm read 
are applicable in principle to the question involved in this bill, I 
cannot consistently with my views of duty vote for this appropria- 
tion of the people’s money to promote the pleasure or PER e, 
of twenty-one citizens who may be selected by the President. I ap- 


l to gentlemen on this side of the House to pause before they vote 


by 


250,000 of the les money to be used by the President and Sec- 
retary of State in pensioning partisans for service rendered in polit- 
ical contests. 

The country cannot at this time of financial depression and distress 


afford to establish any more sinecures to be supported at the public 
expense. I shall therefore vote against this appropriation. 
r. DUNNELL. Mr. Chairman, I am surprised at the 
which have been used to-day against the p: of this bill, and 
particularly by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON.) This 
great Government proposes to participate in the Paris e ition. 
opposition to this bill which were 


ments 


Arguments are being used here 


used very earnestly and repeatedly to the appropriation which was 
made last year for our national exposition at Philadelphia. There 
were those then who predicted that the people would disapprove of 
the congressional action then proposed; and yet it is history, sir, that 
no vote was ever passed by Congress which received so full an in- 
dorsement by the people as the vote we gave when we appropriated 
the sum of money ne to hold our national exposition. Not 
even from Indiana, not even from the State from which the gentle- 
man himself hails, came any disapproval of our vote to celebrate our 
national anniversary. 

Mr. HAMILTON. May I ask the gentleman whether he forgets all 
the editorials throughout the length and breadth of the State of In- 
diana against any n of money on the part of this Gov- 
ernment for any such purpose ? 

Mr. DUNNELL. I cannot yina to the gentleman from Indiana 
now. Isay that from one end to the other of the country thers was 
an approval of our act on that occasion. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Name the paper in Indiana that approved it. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I cannot yield. Nowhere can we find ait are 
but approval of that act on our part celebrating the national anni- 


ve à 

Mr. HAMILTON. I beg leave to differ with the gentleman ; I pro- 
test against his remarks. 

Mr. DUNNELL. There is no one who can fully tell how much our 
national exposition has had to do with the present encouraging as- 

t of our financial affairs. Who can tell how much it has had to 
o with our daily increasing exports? In reply to the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Hanna] who spoke this morning against giving 
compensation to these men who are to be sent out as our commis- 
sioners, I simply wish to say that I deem such a proposition dishon- 
orable to this House and dishonorable to the country. It would only 
tend, Mr. Chairman, in too many instances, to secure the appointment 
of a class of men whom we do not desire to recognize in this Govern- 
ment of ours, 

Mr. HANNA rose, 

Mr. DUNNELL. I will not beinterrupted now. I want the gentle- 
man to understand that in the United States very many of the very 
best men we have in science are the poor men of the country. We 
have thousands of men to-day who are skillful men, magnificent ar- 
tisans, sciontific men, and many of them are poor men. They made 
themselves skillful by their toil, their privations, and their personal 
suffering. The gentleman would have us get your rich men, your 
flunkies; that is the word I think he used. Then you would have a 
class of representatives who would not represent our institutions. 

Mr. HAMILTON, Whom would the gentleman appoint? 

Mr. DUNNELL. The gentleman would have those skillfal men 
from the lower walks of life deprived of this honor. They cannot 
afford to accept the honor. The American Republic, with all its 
wealth, with all its majesty in the presence of the world, as the gen- 
tleman pro shall not pay our representatives at the Paris expo- 
sition! It is unworthy of us. 

The aristocrats of Europe have always insisted that members of 
Parliament and other legislative bodies should serve without pay, 
while the liberals have always insisted that they should be paid, so 
that merit, though coupled with poverty, should not be ignored or 
refused recognition. The argument of the gentleman is undemo- 
cratic in its teachin The poor yet worthy man should not be shut 
ony of the honor of representing a government which has no aris- 

racy. 

We as a nation are not unable to give compensation to men who 
go there to represent us, The gentleman would not have those go 

ere who are the poor professors in our colleges, He would have 
them stay at home. 

Mr. HAMILTON rose. 

Several MEMBERS. Order! order! 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Minnesota refuses to yield 
to interruption. 

Mr. DUNNELL, He would have us take up somebody like the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, who, perchance, has wealth, and can afford to 
go to Paris without compensation. Let ns legislate for the poor man 
and talk less about the 1 LApplause.] 

[Hete the hammer fell. ] 

. BLAIR. I move to amend the amendment by striking out all 
after the word“ that.” 

Mr. Chairman, I have been somewhat surprised and disappointed 
by the course of this debate. I am unable to conceive how an Ameri- 
can should fail to vote for this measure unless it is because of the ex- 
tremely parsimonious recommendation of the committee. And yet, sir, 
there are many gentlemen upon this floor, for whom I have the pro- 
foundest respect, who fail to find this measure constitutional and 
who, for other reasons, are unable to give their su port to this bill. 
The gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON, J I thi nk it is, invokes 
the genius of poetry and the inspiration of the better land in order, 
I suppose it must be, to sustain himself against the pangs of his con- 
science for 8 to so meritorious a measure. 

Now, sir, what is an international exposition? Is it not, sir, a 
gathering in one spot, for the examination and criticism and mutual 
improvement of the whole human race, of the highest trophies of 
art, of industry, of science, and of letters; of all that the various 
forms of civilization have developed on earth; the examination of 
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the specimens of all improvements, of the illustrations of all prog- 
ress; the evidence of advancement of the race, of the mastery 
of man over nature, and more, and most of all, over himself 7. An 
international exposition brings all nations and tongues in close con- 
tact with each 8 and renews the long- suspended throb of brother- 
hood in the heart of mankind. 

There is no spot from the dawn of time where human nature has 
met in one grand family reunion except in the modern invention of 
an international exposition, and here it is that the human family is 
renewing the ties and the emotions that bind in one blood all the 
tribes of the earth. Now, sir, the French people have decided to call 
an international ition, a family reunion of the whole human 
race on the silvery banks of the Seine, amid the ens, the grov: 
and the fountains, the monuments, the palaces, the refinements an 
all the material and esthetic wealth of Paris—Paris, sir, which is 
the capital of culture and beauty of science and of song; the yery 
3 of the highest development of humanity down to the present 

our. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if this exposition be held who will be there? 
Why, sir, first and foremost of all will be France herself, our ally in 
the times which tried men’s souls; the one generous and almost affec- 
tionate power which saved us by her own blood in the very hour and 
article of death. Les, sir, and there by your side stand Washington 
and La Fayette looking down with indignant silence ppo this, as it 
appears to me, unseemly wrangling over $150,000 which we want to 
appropriate to defray the necessary expense of a partial return for 
the immortal courtesies of the Revolution. France will be there; 
France, the queenliest of nations, of whom it has been said that she 
“marches at the head of human ty with the banner of intellectual 
supremacy in the one hand and the torch of liberty in the other,” 
5 0 makes war for noble sentiments and peace that she may secure 
them. Yes, sir, France, the irrepressible spirit of whose people has 
broken down the fortresses of feudalism and of priestcraft and of 
kingeraft, and has upon their ruins crected the foundation of a new 
order of things, wherein liberty and law shall be established 


[Here the hammer fell. 
ork, was recognized and yielded his time 


Mr. HEWITT, of New 
to Mr. BLAIR. 

Mr. BLAIR. I was saying, Mr. Chairman, that a new order of things 
shall be established ; and it shall carry eg not only throughout 
France, but, aided by the sturdy champions of Anglo-Saxon freedom, 
ete Pusha the blessing of order, of peace, and of law all over this, 
wor 

For one I never think of that magnificent French people without 
invoking ten thousand blessings upon beautiful, glorious ce. 
And France, sir, has invited all mankind to the lap of her beauty 
and to the home of her power. 

And, sir, Great Britain will be there, our former antagonist; but 
Great Britain is now the foremost champion of civilization on the 
face of the globe. Of her Mr. Webster said that her mornin; 
drum-beat follows the sun in its course and encircles the earth wit 
its unceasing roll. Yes, sir,Great Britain will bethere; Great Britain 
whose waite wagon palaces and floating hance. 8 iron-bound Gibral- 
tars have made the watery waste populous and splendid as Venice in 
her prime and converted the solitudes of the seas into the hiding-places 
of her power, she will be there with all the productions of her art 
and her industry, the latest and the highest trophies of her cunnin 
angen, and her unsu achievements in matter and in mind, 
with the supreme results of all her allied and subject powers gath- 
ered from every part of the known world, all of them competing for 
the commerce and tribute of twelve hundred millions of men. 

revive A will be there with the highest creations of that sublime 
Tentonic intellect; the selectest productions in all the realms of 
human activity of forty millions of men whose personified power, 
seated upon the throne of Europe in the halls of Berlin—if I may 
borrow a bold allusion now— 


Shakes his ambrosial curls and gives the awful nod; 
The stamp of fate, and sanction of the god. 


Italy will be there; her genius redeemed and emancipated; her 
cheeks radiant with the immortality of eternal Rome and the glo 
of classic years, while the marvelous productions of her chisel an 
brush with the rising grandeur of her happy, industrious, progressive, 
because liberated people, will challenge mankind to the battles of 

ace, even as of yore her legions trod victorious on every acre of the 

nhabited globe where rested the foot of the an race. 

And, sir, Russia willcome. Hereighty millions of men by their repre- 
sentatives will be there; that formidable and overhanging popula- 
tion which is yet destined to rule the eastern hemisphere with iron or 
with love. Her most superior minds will watch eagerly and craftily 
for every thought and product which she can make of use in the civ- 
ilization of her half-savage multitudes, all hastening the era of her 
inevitable sway. . 

Aud we may hope and expect to see every nation of the globe as- 
sembled at that exhibition. We will behold the magnificent civili- 
zations of the Orient, coeval in their origin with time and rich with 
barbaric pearl and gold—China and Japan, and India and Egypt, 
and Ethiopia and Persia, and Turkey and Greece; ay, sir, Greece, 
the beloved of the gods, the home of the orator, of the t, of the 
statesman, and of the freeman, the cradle of republics, and the holiest 


of holies to the scholar forever; and Palestinc—Palestine, the birth- 
place of the Redeemer of men, where the angels sang— 


When Jordan hushed his waves and midnight still 
Watched on the holy towers of Zion hill. 


The reviving people of Palestine are stirred by the spirit of her 
sacred past, and they will journey, like the wise men of the east, 
toward the western star, which shall blaze in loving light over the 
enchanted capital of France, where shall be gathered the highest 
earthly fruitions of the labors and bitter griefs of our incarnate God. 
Yes, sir, and the nations of the west will be there. Brazil, led by 
her enlightened Emperor, who purchased at our centennial exhibi- 
tion $300,000 worth of the fabrics and inventions of America for the 
improvement of his people; and Chili and Peru and Mexico and 
Canada and Australia and the far isles of the sea—every nation will 
be there represented in its corporate capacity, except, it may be 
Here the hammer fell.) 
. HAMILTON. I move to strike out the last word. 
Mr. BLAIR. I have not trespassed much upon the time of this Con- 
grees or the former one, and I hope I may be permitted a few moments 
ae to finish my remarks. 
. CLYMER. Lask that by unanimous consent the time of the 
gentleman be extended. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I will yield to the gentleman if I can obtain the 


floor again after him. 
Mr. SPARKS. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana is recognized. 


Mr. BLAIR. I understood the gentleman from Indiana had the 


floor and yielded to me? 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. May I ask the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire a question ? 


Mr. BLAIR. I wish to be permitted to close my remarks, and I 
shall be then happy to answer any qnestion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The gentleman has been telling us who wil} 
be there; now will he tell who won't be there f 

Mr. BLAIR. I was about to add that. I will come to that point 
directly, if I am not interrupted. I was saying that all nations will 
be there, represented in their corporate capacity, except perhaps 
Columbia, the nation which we claiin to be“ the land of the free aud 
home of the brave ;” the daughter of freedom, delivered by France— 
she perhaps will not be there. Columbia, the cradle of the freedom 
of modern times, and the very nation to whose fireside the peoples of 
the world hastened only one short season ago to congratulate her 
upon the sublime consummation of her centennial year. And yet we 
say we will not go if it costs us $150,000, This supreme Yankee nation 
declares that she will not go at all if it is to cost $150,000. 

The gentlemen who oppose this bill upon constitutional principles 
have solid ground to stand upon; if their l be sound, they have 
something to justify themselves in the position they hold. But as- 
suming that we can constitutionally vote this 3 as we 
have voted for scientific explorations in the north and explorations 
in the south, and a great many scientific expeditions and expendi- 
tures, it seems to me the very height of absurdity that we should 
hesitate over an appropriation of $150,000 to carry out this great 
enterprise. I trust we shall vote the full amount unanimously, aud 
appropriate the amount named by the committee in this joint reso- 
lution, for nothing less than that can answer the purpose. I believe 
that we ought to appropriate $500,000 without debate, in order to 
carry out our share in this great exhibition, with due reference to 
tae dignity and honor of the country and with proper respect to 

rance. 

I hope, sir, that the amount appropriated by the committee will 
not be further reduced, but that we shall pass the bill without essen- 
tial amendments and with no diminution of the amount agreed upon 
by the committee as reported to the House; for we should remember 
that the committee has considered this matter more than we, and 
that all may be wasted by an insufficient appropriation or an incon- 
gruous and disjointed plan. 

Mr. LUTTRELL, ill the gentleman state how much this appro- 
priation will be to each man, woman, and child in the United States? 

Mr, BLAIR. About one mill; [tried this morning to make the cal- 
culation, but my ideas were so large that I could not bring them 
down so as to definitely determine the sum. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Does the gentleman know any man, woman, or 
child that is not willing to Lias his share? 

Mr. BLAIR. Idonot. The people of my own district would sooner 
pay this amount than to see the appropriation for this exhibition, on 
our part, so whittled down to the point of a threadbare parsimony. 

Mr. POTTER. I yield the floor to the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Rannon ; 

Mr. HAMILTON. I first desire to address my remarks in answer 
to the 83 from Minnesota, [ Mr. DNN ALL, I — 

Mr. SPARKS. I rise toa point of order. I submit that the gentle- 
man from New York [(Mr. 3 has already yielded his time. 

Mr. HAMILTON, Oh, that is right. I do not like these inter- 
ruptions ; they embarrass me and take me off my feet, for I am a very 
modest man. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON 
8 75 in the time of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. POTERIT 

8 HAMILTON. Lrepeat that I desire first to address my remarks 
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to the gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. DuNNELL.] If he had read 
the numerous newspapers published in the State of Indiana, he would 
not find one solitary editorial in one newspaper, republican or dem- 
ocratic, that did not denounce the giving away of the money of the 
people for the purpose of celebrating the centennial of our Repub- 
ic at Philadelphia. Let him read more especially those newspapers 
published in my district. 

The Government will send to this exposition at Paris men clothed 
with the commission of the United States who are rolling in wealth. 
Why, Mr. Chairman, they will send men like the gentleman standing 
near me [pointing to Mr. HEWITT, of New York,] clothed with the 
authority of Government, and pay all their expenses, when they them- 
selves have means ample to pay their expenses a hundred times over, 
and then not feel it; men who have incomes larger than the whole 
capital of most if not all the other members of this House, 

r. HEWITT, of New York. Irise to a point of order. 
that it is against all the rules of order for any member of this House 
to point his finger at another and refer to his private income. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I take back the finger part. I always try to be 
courteous, and I take it all back. Now, sir, there has not been a soli- 
tary commissioner appointed to any one of these expositions by the 
United States Government who could not have par five times the 
amount and over. The very idea of paying men of wealth to go over 
there and have aglorious time drinking cham pagno underneath mahog- 
any tables! [Great langhter.] I want to be distinctly understood—I 
know exactly what Iam talking abont—many of those who went to 
the Vienna exposition not merely drank champagne with their legs 
under mahogany and marble tables, but also did drink champagne 
until they themselves were under the mahogany, to the disgrace of 
the country. At least such is the rumor. 

I propose now to address myself to the distinguished gentleman 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. BLAIR] I agree with him, so far as the 
simple facts that upon the silvery banks of the Seine are stately mon- 
uments, ay, grand monuments, erected at the expense of the people, but 
the terrible revolution came and hurled from the throne one of the 
most estimable monarchs who had ever sat there; for an oppressed 
land turned upon its oppressors. He was compelled to pay for the 
crimes of his ancestors. Versailles is a splendid monument, but it is 
a monument of the suffering and agony of the people. The fountains 
spout their tears; and the trees along the grand avenues to which the 
gentleman refers rustle with their groans. Are we to send commis- 
sioners over there at the expense of our people in order that they may 
see these tears and hear these groans ? 

“Who will be there?” the gentleman asks. Why, sir, I suppose the 
pyramids will be there piled one upon the other with the groans of 
an opp people! Let us appoint these commissioners-general at 
a vast expense to an already overburdened country to hear re-echoed 
from a distant past the accumulated misery and suffering of entire 
nations. 

Here the hammer fell.) 

. MONROE. Irise to make a privileged motion. I move that 

the committee rise forthe purpose of obtaining from the House an 
order limiting debate upon the pending section. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. ill the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. MONROE. I cannot yield to any one. 

The motion was to. a 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRIRGER reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, pursuant to the order of the House, had had 
under consideration the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to 
the internatonal industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878, and 
had come to no resolution thereon. 


ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION, 


Mr. HAMILTON, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and a joint 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (S. No. 289) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a register and change the name of the schooner Captain Charles 
Robbins to Minnie; 

An act (S. No. 291) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 
W. Field, of King George County, 3 and 

A Joint resolution (S. R. No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrian 
statue of General Greene. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. SINGLETON, from the Committee on Appropriations, to which 
was recommitted the bill (H. R. No. 1521) to provide for deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other pu 
reported, as a substitute therefor, a bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide 
for deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. SINGLETON, I move that this bill be committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union and ordered to be 
printed; and I give notice that I shall ask the House to preceed to its 
consideration as soon as the pending bill in Committee of the Whole 
ae peen disposed of, provided this bill shall have been printed by 

at time. 


I submit } 
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The motion of Mr. SINGLETON was agreed 
cordingly referred to the Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
prin 


to; and the bill was ac- 


PARIS EXPOSITION, 


Mr. MONROE. I move that the House now resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole for the purpose of further considering tho 
joint resolution in relation to the Paris exposition, and pending that 
motion I move that all further debate on the pending fourth section 
of the joint resolution be limited to two minutes. 7 

The question was taken upon the motion to limit debate; and it was 


agreed to. 

Mr. MONROE moved to reconsider the vote just taken on limiting 
debate to two minutes; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
bo laid on the table. 

The latter motion was e to. 

Tho question was then taken upon the motion to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole; and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. SPRINGER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole resumes the con- 
sideration of House joint resolution No. 48, in relation to the inter- 
national industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878. By order 
of chp Hones all debate upon the pending section is limited to two 
minutes. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I desire to say one word in regard to tho pro- 
visions of this section 4, It seems to me that if we are n 
to-day for the people of this country we should make our language 
so short and so much to the pu that the people may stand justi- 
fied in sending us here to do their work, and that we may then go 
home. What are we spending time here for? Is it not in order to 
benefit the people of this nation? And, if so, why not make this 
appropriation at once f 

‘rom every corner of this world all the great beneffts which have 
come to nations have come from an interchange of thought and feel- 
ing. What was it that made the cities of Nuremberg and Munich 
what they are, except that through the Oriental gateway the prod- 
ucts of Asia by the medium of oringa and caravan were received 
and produced in the face of Europe the change which never would 
have been produced but for the fairs held in those cities, And yet 
to-day we stand here doubting what we shall do in this case. 

Sir, this great people cannot afford to let such an opportunity 
Let us“ bottle the tears and groans” of the laborin P PPRA ba ich 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON] refers, and do some- 
thing so that we can bring home ideas and thoughts that will enable 
us to rise higher in the scale of civilization and invention, so that we 
may give the laboring classes that opportunity for work which shall 

ly benefit them. The true interest of the citizen who belongs to 
this great Republic, the true interest of the man who possesses polit- 
ical virtue is this, that in the hour when his conntry had an oppor- 
tunity to display her productions, agricultural and otherwise, he will 
not lose that opportunity even if it should cost half a million dol- 
lars for the benefit that will accrue to us not only for the present but 
for all time to come. 

[ Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN, By order of the House, all debate on the pend- 
ing section is closed, 

r. COX, of New York. I desire simply to say, in response to what 
has been said by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. HUMPHREY ]—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Further debate is not in order. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Free cities and free trade went er. 

The CHAIRMAN. The 88 before the committee is upon the 
motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. MayHam] to strike 
out the fourth section. 

The fourth section was read, as follows: 

Src. 4. That in order to defray the expenses above authorized, and for 
the proper installation of the exhibition, and the expenditures of the commissioner- 
general made under the direction of the Secretary of State and with his approval, 
and not otherwise, there be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of amy money in the 
Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $150,000, or so 
much thereof as may be n for the purposes herein ; which sum 
al ex Secretary of State. 


uniter the direction of the 

The motion to strike ont was not agreed to; there being upon a 
division—ayes 88, noes 119. = 

Mr, WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I move to amend section 4 by add- 
ing that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

he Clerk read as follows : 

And out of such amount the Commissioner of Agriculture is hereby instructed 

and authorized to collect and prepare, as far as practicable and with as little delay 


eat yawn suitable specimena of the agricultural products of the several States 
Territories of the United States for exhibition at the Paris exposition. 


Mr. HAYES, As a substitute for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. WHITE] I offer the following: 


Except the snm of $50,000, which shall be expended under the direction of the 
Commissioner of Agricultare, who is hereby instructed and authorized to 

and as far as practicable and with as little delay as possible, suitable spec- 
imens of the agricultural productions of the several States and Territories of the 
tion; and that he take such measures and 


Union for exhibition at the Paris ex 
employ such officers (including the four practical agriculturists as provided for in 
section 2) as he may think proper to carry into effect the provisions of this 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I will merely remark 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 


section. 
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The amendment of Mr. Hayes to the amendment of Mr. WHITE of 
Pennsylvania was not agreed to. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. WHITE, of 
Pennsylvania, there were—ayes 81, noes 52; no qnorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Warre, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
MONROE were appointed. 

The committee divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 124, noes 37. 


So the amendment was append to. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend by striking out “ $150,000,” as 
the amount of the appropriation, and inserting “ $50,000,” 

Mr. MORSE. I move to amend the amendment so as to make the 
appropriation 8200, 000 instead of $150,000. K 
The amendment of Mr. Morse was not agreed to; there being— 
ayes 39, nocs 138. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. WRIGHT, it was 
declares not to. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for tellers. 

Le: dy were ordered; and Mr. WRIGHT and Mr. MONROE were ap- 

ointed. 
£ The committee divided; and the tellers reported— ayes 84, noes 126. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend by striking out “000” and$150, 
inserting “ $75,000.” 

The question being taken, the amendment was declared not agreed 
to. 


Mr. WRIGHT. I call for tellers. 
Mr. SCHLEICHER. I call for a division of the question, so that a 
vote may be taken separately on striking out. 
“Tho CHAIRMAN. The motion to strike out and insert is not 
visible. 


Tellers were not ordered. 

So the amendment was not a to. 

The Clerk read the next section, as follows : 

Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to transmit to Congress 
a detailed statement of the pary areren which may have been incurrod under the 
provisions of this resolution. 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike ont this section 
but I do so only that I may have an opportunity of expressing my 
regret at not being able to vote for this joint resolution. 

am one of those persons who think that enterprises like this are 
not within the province of this Government. Indeed, according to 
my views, they ought not to be within the province of the Govern- 
ment. Such enterprises will, in my judgment, be better conducted 
by private effort and 5 combination than they can be con- 
ducted by Government. Only yesterday a leading merchant from 
the city of New York said to me— 


If Congress would do nothing about this Paris exhibition, and leave it to us, we 
would make a better exhibition than we shall have if this bill passes. 


But while for these reasons I am not able to vote for this measure— 
reasons which prevented me from voting for the Centennial appro- 
priation, although I had the strongest ties to draw me toward Phila- 
delphia—yet if there be any exposition in the world at which this 
Government should be represented when invited, surely it is this one 
at Paris. As my distinguished colleague [ Mr. Hewrrr, of New York] 
said yesterday, this Government owes more to France than to any 
other nationon earth. Yes, sir, she owes more to France than she per- 
aps ever can owe to any other nation, for we were indebted to France 
for the contributions of men and of money, and the moral and material 
aid which brought us successfully out of the Revolution of 1776. From 
the beginning, that great and cultivated people have been the firm 
friends of the American Government and the American people. Be- 
sides it should be remembered that we are indebted to France for her 
sale and cession to us of that great territory west of the Mississippi 
to the ocean, the acquisition of which gave the feeble States of 
that time room to develop an empire. If there were therefore any 
place to which I could pro gd vote to send an exhibition of Ameri- 
can industry, Paris would e place for which I would most cheer- 
fally vote. With these views, sir, I have voted against every amend- 
ment which would cut down the m appropriation this reso- 
lution pro to make, which, if an appropriation were proper in 
itself at all, I should think ought to be increased rather than uced. 
But with the convictions I entertain as to the power and true policy 
of this Government, I shall be unable when the vote comes to be 
taken upon the passage of the joint resolution to support it. I with- 
draw my amendment. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I move to amend by adding to the fifth 
section the following : 

with all reports called for under section 2 of this resolution, which 
s shall be prepared and arranged with a view to concise statement and con- 
venient reference. 

It is not my purpose to make a speech on this amendment. I pro- 

it as a practical ion, the propriety of which is conceded 
y gentlemen on both sides with whom I have conversed. I simply 
submit it upon its merits for a vote. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The committee rose informally ; and the Speaker havin 
the chair, a message in writing from the President of 
States was communicated to 


resumed 
e United 


© House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his 


secretaries, who also announced that the President had approved and 
signed a joint resolution (H. R. No. 38) authorizing the permen, of 


Rev. John Poisal, D. D., late chaplain of the House of Representa- 
tives, for time of his service as such without taking the oath pre- 
scribed by law. 

PARIS EXPOSITION. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union resumed its 


session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs upon the printed 
amendment submitted by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAmIL- 
TON] to the substitute of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox. 
— proposition of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON I wil 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Amend the substitute of Mr. Cox so as w read as follows: 
blic of France to take 
manufac! 


ion of 8 „ tures, and 

the fine arts, to be held in Paris in 1878: Therefore, 
FF United States of America 

in Congress assembled, That said invitat is accepted, and that tho governors of 

the several States be, and are hereby, requested to invite the ple of their ro- 

spective States to assist in the proper representation of the handiwork of our 

artisans and of the natural resources of the country, and to tako such farther 

lo of France of the 


measures as may be necessary in order to convince the con- 
3 hip of this Government toward their coun! and the interest we tako 
their on 


80. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States may, at his discretion, appoint 
one commissioner-general to represent tho United States in the propose! e tion, 
eight — artisans — . experts, —— duty it e — they 
accept the appointment under the hereinafter mentioned, to visit, ex- 

— N resul and he may also 


amine, and report upon the exhibition and its thereof; 

appoint fifty additional commissioners, to reporton special subjects. None of such 

persons so appointed shall receive any salary or compensation other than the honor 

which will accrac to them their tion by reason of such ra pate And 
is 4 that no money shall be paid out of the Treasury of 

the United States for the purpose of din at the dis- 


gS, 
posal of persons havin; for exhibition, for salaries, or for any purpose what- 
d Fate exposition. y 


i ap CONGER. I would like to move an amendment to this propo- 


sition. 

The CHAIRMAN. No amendment would be in order except to the 
text of the substitute submitted sti the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Cox.] The amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
HAMILTON] is in the second d , being an amendment to an 
amendment, and therefore no amendment to it is in order. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to amend section 2 of the substitute of the 
gentleman from Indiana by striking out in the eleventh line the 
words “ by reason of such appointment.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Indiana 
is an amendment in the second degree, and no amendment to it is in 
order. 

Mr. CONGER. I understand that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana is 8 as a substitute for the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is an error in the printing, as the Clerk 
informs the Chair. The proposition of the Pag ap from Indiana 
is offered as an amendment simply. It would be in ordér, however, 
to move an amendment to the substitute of the gentleman from New 
York, which for present purposes is to be regarded as the original 
text. 

Mr. CONGER. Then there is no opportunity whatever to amend 
the substitute offered by the gentleman from Indiana ? 

The CHAIRMAN. e gentleman will state his amendment. 

Mr.CONGER. In the eleventh line of the second section strike out 
the words “ by reason of such appointment.” 

Mr. Chairman, I have but a word to say on that proposition. The 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON] has restricted these com- 
missioners from receiving any salary or compensation except honor. 
[Laughter. ] And now the gentleman would restrict them in the ex- 
tent of the honors they are to receive. The economy of the gentle- 
man goes further than that of his illustrious uncle. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WRIGHT. Is debate in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not limited except under the five- 
minutes rule. 

Mr. WRIGHT. When I offered my amendment a short time since I 
wished to debate it, but was denied that privilege. 

The CHAIRMAN, That was to section 4, on which the House had 


closed debate. 
Mr, WRIGHT. I am not complaining that the gentleman has the 
ow whether we 


floor to debate his amendment, but merely wish to 
should have an 8 on this side of the House to reply. 

Mr. CONGE he Chair will notice what time has been taken up 
by this interruption, and not take it out of my five minutes. I say, 
then, Mr. Chairman, and I call the attention of the country to the 


Mr. EDEN. I make the tof order, Mr. Chairman, that this 
amendment is not in order. I understand it is an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana, which is itself an amend- 
ment to an amendment, and consequently an amendment beyond the 
second dogres cannot be received. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has entertained the amendment and 
the gentleman will p 

Mr. CONGER. Iagain request the Chair to take notice of the time 
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taken P this interruption, and not charge it against my five min- 


utes, [Laughter. 

I had not ex with all the economical views of the gentleman 
from Indiana would put into his amendment a restriction upon 
the empty honors [laughter] these citizens might receive which I 
think he done. He has provided they shall receive no salary and 
no compensation other than the honor which will accrue to them 
from their tion, and that too “ by reason of such appointments.” 
[Laughter.] Is not that a shameful restriction upon the rights of an 
American citizen to gain honor if he can by his intelligence, by his 
personal appearance, [laughter, ] by the credit with which he repre- 
sents the country at the exposition of a foreign nation? 

Why should the gentleman restrict the honor to such as arises from 
“such an appointment?” [Laughter. ] It may not be much honor 
to be appointed to this place with the empty honors. [Laughter.] 
Let the perea citizen go there, and let him gather around him 
the glory and the honor which he is able as an American citizen to 

ther there from other sources than because he has been appointed 

y the governor of a Territory. [Laughter.] It is not very impor- 
tant, but then he touches the national honor, sir. [Great laughter.] 
It infringes upon the prerogatives of an American citizen ; and it is 
left to me by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. MONROE,] who from 
some unknown cause has assumed the direction of this bill, [langh- 
ter,] simply, if I remember aright, because some gentleman of this 
House inadvertently yesterday Sp eyes somebody to take charge of 
it—{laughter]:—my friend from Ohio, generous as he always is—and 
I do not know but perhaps he is a member of this committee, [laugh- 
ter ]—has assumed to take direction of this; and yet on a proposition 
which may be carried by this House he has so far forgotten the in- 
terest and dignity of the American citizen that he aliows this pro 
sition to come before the House without offering to strike out this 
restrictive clause upon the gaining and accumulating of honors by 
American citizens. [Laughter.] Sir, it is not for me to dwell upon 
it. [Laughter.] Ohio, the ee State of Ohio, expected more from 
the gentleman. [Great laughter-] 

Mr. MONROE. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 
limiting debate on this substitute. [Langhter.] 

The motion was agreed to. j 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported t pursuant to the order of the 
Ho the Committee of the Whole had had under consideration the 
special order, being the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to 
making appropriations for the international industrial exposition to 
be held in Panis in 1878, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. MONROE. I move the House go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union for the purpose of continuing the consider- 
ation of the joint resolution in relation to the Paris exposition; and, 

nding that motion, I move that all debate on the substitute be 

imited to five minutes. 

Mr. BEEBE. I move that all debate on both substitutes be limited 
to five minutes. 

Mr. MONROE. I will move, then, that the debate on all pending 
amendments be limited to five minutes, 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I move, Mr. S er, that the debate be limited 
to one minute, as I think we have enough already on this sub- 


ect. 
ji The SPEAKER. The question will first be put on the longest 
time, 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Is not my amendment in order? 

The SPEAKER, The motion of the gentleman from Ohio to limit 
debate to five minutes, as that is the longest time, will be first put 
to the House, and if that be voted down, the question will recur on 
the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Too much time already has been taken up in 
idle discussiof upon this measure. The whole country is waitin, 
anxiously for us to act upon the repeal of the resumption law, an 

et two whole days haye been taken up in the consideration of this 

aris exposition matter. We are ready to vote on the repeal of the 
resumption law, and I hope this will be disposed of at once, so we 
may proceed to that question and respond affirmatively to the earnest 
and anxious and just expectation of the people. 

Mr. HALE. The proposition to close debate applies to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. HAMILTON, ] 

The SPEAKER. It 7 to the substitute of the gentleman from 
New York as well as to the substitute of the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. HALE. I did not understand that it applied to the substitute 
moved by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move that the debate be extended to ten 
minutes in order to give a chance to the gentlemen on the other side 
to be heard. 

Mr. WRIGHT. No, let the debate be limited to five minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be first taken on the longest 
time, which is ten minutes. 

The motion of Mr. Cox, of New York, limiting debate to ten min- 
utes was agreed to. ; 

Mr. MONROE moved to reconsider the vote by which debate was 
ees aud also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 

0. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MONROE. I now move to go into committee. 


Mr. CONGER. Is it in order to reconsider that motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion has not yet been agreed to, but the 
gentleman can reach his object by voting against it. 

The motion was a: to. 

The Honse accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
— SPRINGER in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 

ouso J zint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate on the pend- 
ing amendments has been closed in ten minutes. The question first 
recurs on the amendment to the amendment moved by the gentleman 
from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] 

Mr. CONGER. At the request of many gentlemen I withdraw that 
amendment. [Laughter.] 

The question next recurred on Mr. HAMILTON’s amendment. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I demand a division. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. HAMILTON and Mr. MONROE were 
epee } 

. FRYE. I understand the question to be on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana to the amendment moved by 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] 

e CHAIRMAN. Which is an amendment in the nature of a sub- 
stitute for that proposition. : 

The committee divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 166, noes 4. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question next recurs on the amendment, as 
amended, of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I give notice that I shall ask for a vote in 
the House on my amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. What is the question! : 

The CHAIRMAN, It is on the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York as amended by the substitute of the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. HAMILTON.) e 

Mr. MONEY. Why, we have just voted on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. COX, of New York, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Cox, of New York, and Mr. MONROE 
were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 99, noes 124. 

So the amendment, as amended, was disagreed to. 

Mr. HAMILTON. If it be proper, I now give notice that in the 
House I shall demand the yeas and nays on my amendment. 

Mr. MONROE. As the amendments have been di of, I move 
the committee rise and report the joint resolution to the House, with 
the amendmen's agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resnmed 
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under consid- 
eration the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the inter- 


national ind exposition to be held in Paris in 1878, and had 
directed him to report the same back with sundry amendments. 
Mr. MONROE. I demand the previous question on the joint reso- 


lution and the amendments reported from the committee. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I wish to say a word. My substitute has 
been cut out by some acute arrangement, and I hope the demand for 
the previous question will not be seconded, so I may obtain a vote on 
it in the House. [Laughter.] I know the House is for it, and I wish 
to secure a vote on it. 

Mr. HUBBELL. Yon told us how to do it last night. 

Mr. ELAM. How far will the previous question extend? 

The SPEAKER. To the engrossment of the joint resolution. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 125, noes 99. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I demand the yeas and nays on the pas- 
sags of the joint resolution. 

e SPEAKER. The House has not yet reached that point. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I merely give notice now. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Is it in order to call the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question to be put? 

The SPEAKER. It is now too late; it would have been in order. 

Mr. MONROE moved to reconsider the yote by which the main 
question was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I demand the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion. 

Mr. HALE. Let us have the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. HALE. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right to withdraw it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I withdraw it, and will ask for the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the joint resolution. 

The amendments reported from the committee were severally 
to without division, with the exception of the following, on which a 
separate vote was asked : 

re lines 21, 22, 23, 24, strike out the following words: 
* 


that the President may appoint not exceeding one hundred additional hon- 
orary 


ioners to report upon 8 subjects, who shall serve without pay 


: CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


NOVEMBER 20, 


And insert in lieu thereof the following: 
ee the governors of the several States shall nominate and the President may 


oint two appoint twenty ra from each of the several States; and the Pres- 


be ape said 9 commissioners ma: fe 
serve without pay or other expense to A 
3 the authorities of any Stato or o United $i shall e a comm ner 
commissioners to ropresent the interests of such State or Territory at said ex- 
hibition, arg commissioner or commissioners 80 inted shall have the same 
e commission as the honorary commi: ph fla rovided for herein, but 

shall n or be entitled to either pay or compensation out of the money hereby uppro- 


Mr. HALE demanded the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. POUND. Is it in order to ask for a division of the question ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to ask for a division of the yote 
on an amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole. 

The nestion was taken; and there were—yeas 148, nays 113, not 
voting as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Atkins, 5 Beebe, Bell, Benedict, Bicknell, Blackburn, 
Bland, Blount, Boone, Bouck, Bo d, Bragg, Brentano, Brogden, Buckner, Burdick, 
oo John W. Calitwell, Cand er, Cannon, Carlisle, Chalmers. ‘Alvah’ A. Clark, 
a Clarke of Kentucky, Jobn B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Clymer, Cobb, Col- 
Han Cook, Covert, Samuel EA Cravens, Crittenden, Culberson, Cummings, 

Cutler, Map reves Horace Davia, Joseph J. Davia, Dibrell, ‘Dickey, Durham, Ed 
Eiekho: llis, John II. Evins, Ewing, Felton, Finley, Forney, Franklin, 
im Barmy * Gibson, Giddings, Glover, Goode, Gunter, Hamilion, Harden- 

Henry R. Harris, John T: arris, Harrison, Hart, Hartrid Hartzell, 
Hattie, Nayes, Henderson, Hooker, Rope Katt Lat Frank Jones, James Taylor 
Jones, Keightle Kenna, Kimmel, Knap tt, Landers, Lathrop, Ligon, Lock- 
2 3 Tiaewey: ora Manning, ae Prion, P Pridemore, Qulam ag 

S, onev, Mutdrow, ultor, Rol ore, 
Reagan, Reilly, Fie lg V. Rice, Riddle, Ro 


Say er, Scales, Schleicher, Shelley, Sing 115 eee Willa . E. setae Ee 

Sana, 8 Sparks, Springer, Steele, Stenger, Strait, Throckmorton, Tipton, Ric 
Wi, Townshend, risen 8 Turney, 83 Waddell, Walker, alsh, War- 
iliam: inms, James W illiama, Jere N. Williams, Albert 
tood; Wright, Yeates, and 1 
Bales 5 Alarich. Bacon, ley; oe 75 paken William Baker, 


reli Ca Briggs, + ge — Burchard, Cain, 
W. f. F. baldwel C 58 Cam arp, Campbell shittenden, Claie. sh Clark, Cole, 
Conger, Jacob D. Cox, Crapo, 


Deering, Denison, Donnell, Dwight, Eames, 
Ellsworth, er Field, Foster, tat Den Fryo, Gardner, G: arfield, S Hanna, 
eee Benjamin W. Harris, Haskell. Hendon, e 4 Abram S. Hewitt, Hum- 
o un, rd, Hunter, Ittner, James, John 
Reicha illinger, rig Leonard 3 Lortog, arsh, McCook, Me- 
Gowan, MoKinley, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Neal, 
Overton, Pacheco, Page, Patterson, Peddi Phillips, Pound, Powers, Pugh, 1 
rae sh, Reed, William W. Rice, George D. Robinson, Milton S. Robinson, R; 
Sapp, 8 Henberger, Sinnickson, A. pbs Smith, Starin, Stewart, John W. Stone, 
Wail wack, ig pe Swann, Thompson, ornburgh, Amos Townsend, Van Yorhes, 
$ Ward, atson Weleh, stee ö. White, Willits, Andrew Williams, Char 
G. William Biohard Wil inns, and Wien- in 
NOT VOTING Messrs. Aiken, 3 Blies l hig Butler, Caswell, 
Darrall, Douglas, I. Newton Evans, James L. Evans, Fo: ‘azelton, II Henkle, Her- 
bert, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Hiscock, Hubbell, 2 Ta Motealfo, Phelps, 
ee Potter, Sexton, Smalls, Stephens, Martin I. Townsend, Veeder, and Whit- 


So the ‘amendment was 

Dering the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. GARTH. I desire to state that my colleague from Alabama, 

Mr. Hewitt, is absent on account of sickness. 

Mr. FORNEY. My colleagne from Alabama, Mr. HERBERT, is ab- 
seat on account of sickness. 

Mr. MILLS. Imove to dispense with the reading of the names. 

There was no objection, and the reading of the names was dis- 
pensed with. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
W of the joint resolution, as amended. 
me I ask for the reading of the engrossed joint reso- 

ution. 


The SPEAKER, The gentleman’s demand is premature. The joint 
resolution has not yet been ordered to be engrossed. The question is 
now on ordering the joint resolution to be engrossed, as amended, an 
read a third time. 

ao joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 


. MONROE moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 

Mr. DURHAM. I now call for the reading of the engrossed bull, 

Mr. BEEBE. I desire to make a 8 inquiry. When 
the joint resolution comes up for its third reading, would it then be 
in order to move that it be recommitted with instructions ? 

The SPEAKER. It would, but the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
BEEBE] is not recognized for that p PiS The Chair is obliged to 
recognize the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. MONROE, I who has risen to 
call for the prenions question on the passage of the bill, But 115 

nilaman Ee m Kentucky asks for the reading of the engrossed bill. 

is in order. 

Mr. MONROE. I move that the House do now adjourn; and on 
that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 4, nays 253, not vot- 
ing 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Mossrs. W. P. Caldwell, Culberson, 
NAXS-Messrs. Aldrich, Atkins, Bacon, John 


„and Shelley—4. 
- Baker, William H. Baker, 


Dwight, Eames, Eden, Eickhoff, Tia, Ei a, Dickey, Ds Ellsworth, John II. Evins, 
E Felton, Field Fi 1 5 Freeman, Ful- 
lon, Gå ardner, Garfield, Garth, Gauge, Glover, 1550 Gunter, Hale, Hamilton, 


Henderson, Henry, House, Hubbel, Hum one g ee Hunter, R Iit- 
ner, Frank Jones, James Taylor Jones, 2 im S. Jones, N 2 Keifer, 


ger, 
„Leonard. Ligon, Lindse Task Porte rg Macks 
ayham, MeCook, M MeKen: Me, Mckinley? 


9 Mills, Mitchell, Mone 1 Monroe, Nong —— Maldrow, 
1, Ove Enche Pag atterson, Peddie, 
Reed, Reilly, A e Ri 
Smaili —— Sit leton, Si 5 Sle 8 
en „Sin nn n. . 
illiam k. Smith, Southard’ Sparks, vee, 

Stewart, John W. Stone, Mosop C. Ston 45 wann, Thompson, Thornburg 
Throckmorton, Tipton, Amos W. Townshend. 88 er 
ner, Turney, Vance, Van Ferber, Waddell, ea Walker, „Walsh. Ward, W. 

Watson, elch, White, Michael D. White, Whitthorne, Willits, e 
S. W Andrew Williams, Charles G. Williams, James Williams, Joro N. 
eee fad fi Willis, Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, Wood, Wren, Wright, 


Yeates, a —253, 
NOT VOTING Mostre. Aiken, Bagley, | Bisbee, Bliss, Bright, 3 Caswell, 
C l, ames L. Evans, Gibson, G gs. Hazel- 
ton, Henklo, Herbert, Abram 8. H 1 W. Hewitt, Liesel l Hooker, 
James, Kelley, Luttrell, Metcalfe, Neal, Phelps, Pollard, Schleicher, Sexton, Smalls! 
Stephens, Martin I. Townsend, Veeder, and Williams—34, 


32 the House refused to adjourn 
88 the call of the roll, the f following proceedings ocenrred : 

Ur. COX, of New York, (atter the first name on the roll had been 
called.) I "hope the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. bec pr WH 
withdraw his Pall for the reading of the engrossed joint resolution. 

Mr. DURHAM. I withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no discretion to stop the roll-call. 
The yeas and nays have been ordered and the call of the roll has com- 
men 

Mr. MONROE. I made the motion that the House adjourn, to ac- 
commodate my friend from Kentucky [Mr. DORE Y o wanted to 
see the engrose joint resolution, the courso of half an honr he 
can see i 

Mr. SPRINGER. I suggest that by nnanimous consent the call of 
the roll can be dispensed with. fe es of “ Regular order!“ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the request for unanimous 
consent that the 8 from Kentucky be permitted to withdraw 
his demand for t ar oie of the joint resolution, and that the call of 
isd roll be dispensed with, the motion to adjourn being also with- 

rawn. 

Mr. CONGER. I object. 

Mr. MONROE. Let the roll-call go o 

The call of the roll was then TARSIA with and completed. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER, The reading of the engrossed bill is demanded, 

Mr. DURHAM. I withdraw that call. 

abe oint resolution was then read the third time by its title. 

ONROE. I ask the previous question on the passage of the 
joint resolution. 

hg revious question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

ONROE moved to reconsider the vote by which the main ques- 
‘ee was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Me BAN: I ask for the yeas and nayson the passage of the Joint 
resolution 

Mr. DOUGLAS, I rise to a privileged question. uae is an evi- 
dent attempt to control the action of members of Congress. by a 
promise. of influence in nominating the commissioners to the Paris 

ition. Here itis writtenon the face of the bill itself. 
e SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I know that debate is not in order; but I have & 

. 1 floor and I consider this an insult—— 
The gentleman is not in order. 

The yom and 5 were ordered. 

The yr ion was taken; and there were—yeas 139, nays 125, not 
voting as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Aldri 
Bayne, Blair, Brentano, Bravon Didka. 
Calkins, feng ae 9 —— Il, Cannon, Gittonden, Cat Claflin, Rus! k, Cole, — 85 

aco! x, © 


cr, Danford, 
Dunnell, Dwight 1 Bein Bo N Field, Forney F. rye, er, 
Garfield, Hale, Hardenberg "Benjam W. Haris, Harrison, Haskell, 
Hayes, Mendez, e Henkie, 6 Abram “S. Howitt, Hubbell, Hum: 
Ringe Hungariera] un kenter N er, Jorgensen, in ‘er, oig ey. aan 


‘Loring, L Luttrell Stash O 3 Mckinley, Metcalfe, Mitohell, Mo 
roe, Morse, M Norcross. Soke O'Neill, 3 Pacheco, Pa age, Pa 
3 Peddie, Philips Pound, Pri Rainey, Reed, William Ries, 
berts, George D. Rob „ Milton S. Ro nson, Rose, Ryan, Sampson, Sa 
Schleicher. Shallenberger, 5 A. Herr Smith. Stari tewart, John 
Stone, Sings 1 C. Stono, Strait, Swann, N Thornburgh, Tipton, Amos 
Townsend, Van Vorhes, Wait, Walsh, Ward, Warner, Watson, Welch, Harry 


Cravens, 
Dibrell, Dickey, Doug Durham, 
Fort, Fran 


John II. E Ewing, Felton, Finley, 
7 Glover, Goode, Gunter, Hamilton, 


Hartzell, Hatcher, H House, 
; ohn 8 a Kna nott, = Hs 
oney, Morgan, Morrison, 
ming, Mortu, ee peas "Reilly, Americus V. 


Rice, Riddle, Robbins, more, Quins. Salat hn Shelley, Singleton, Slemons, 

Richard W. Towtshend, ‘Ticker, Turner, Turney, Vance’ Waddell, Walker 

Whitthorne, James Williams, Jero N. Williams, Albert S. Willis, Wilson, Wright, 
cates, oung—135. 

NOT VOTING— bee, Bliss, Bright, Bundy, Caswell, Darrall, 
Goldsmith w R Kaley, Siete. Pollard, ren 
Sexton, Smalls, Stephens, ‘Martin L Townsend, and Feeder. 

So the joint resolution was ee 

During the roll-call, the fol oving announcements were made: 

Mr. GARTH, I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. HEWITT, of 
Alabama, is detained at his own room by sickness. If here, he would 
vote “ no.” 

Mr. CAMP. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. Hiscock, is 
paired with Mr. VEEDER. If Mr. Hiscock were present, he would vote 
4 a * 

Mr. O'NEILL., I desire to announce that my coll e, Mr. KELLEY, 
is detained from the House by indisposition. If he were here, he 
would vote “ay.” 

Mr. WILLIS of New York. My colleague, Mr. Buiss, is detained 
from the House by sickness. If present he wonld vote “ ay.” 

The result of the vote was then announced, as above stated. 

Mr. SWANN moved to der the vote by which the joint reso- 
lution was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Am from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed a concurrent resolution provid- 
ing for the printing of a narrative of the North Polar expedition of 
the United Btates ship Polaris; in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 


METRICAL SYSTEM. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from 
the President of the United States : 
To the House of Representatives : 
“en answer 2 a Joint — 7 3 — of = — 
8 0 8 0) e partmen respec 
„ 0 the metrical system of weights and measures, I — horo- 
with a report from the Secretary of State. k n 


WASHINGTON, November 20, 1877. 


Faller, Garth, Gause, Gid- 
Henry R. Harris, Jobn T. Harris, 
unton, Frank Jones, James Taylor 

. Lynde, Mackey, Maish, Man- 


The m with the accompanying report, was referred to the 
coer iit on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be 
prin 


WASHINGTON LIGHT INFANTRY, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 

of War, transmitting a report of the Chief of Ordnance on the 

1 — resolution (H. R. No. 37) to authorize the issue of arms to the 

ashington Light Infantry, of Charleston, South Carolina; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. LUTTRELL asked and obtained unanimous consent for the 
withdrawal from the files of the House of papers in the case of Will- 
iam H. Davis. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, asked and obtained consent for the 
withdrawal from the files of the House of papers in the case of 
Thomas Williams. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the House now adj 

The motion was to; and according 
fifty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned, 


urn. 
(at four o’clock and 


PETITIONS, ETC. 2 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 
By Mr. CHALMERS: Papers relating to the claim of Abraham 
nited States Army—to the 


Bazinsky for property taken by the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. COX: Papers ae to the claim of John T. Neal, an em- 
ployé of the provost marshal’s department in 1861, for compensation 
95 injuries received in the line of his duties - to the Committee of 

aims. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH : The petition of citizens of Little Traverse, 
Michigan, for the building of a light-house at the mouth of Little 
Traverse Harbor, Michigan—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Papers relating to the claim of Isador Lewko- 


witz, of New York, for property taken in New Orleans, Louisiana, b 
the United States 1 Committee on War Claims. 7 


By Mr. LYNDE: The petition of Frank Keating and others, for a 


reduction of the license fee for p masters, and en rs— 

to the Committee on Sou von a 

mall cine pih kaai rag gttr araa ey tae N 
others, for compensation prope: estroy 0 

States Army—to the Committee on Wee Claims 7 

By Mr. MANNING: The 5 75 ion of Penelope Waldrop, for compen- 
sation for ey taken by the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MCMAHON : Papers relating to the 8 of John Thomp- 
son for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: Memorial of all the national banks of Philadel- 
phia, save one, and several savings and trust-fund companies, nst 
the passage of the act authorizing the coinage of silver to an unlimited 
extent as the bimetallic legal money of our country—to the Commit- 
teo on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. PRICE : The A rast of Sally Rogers, for a pension—to the 
Committece on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of G. D. Craige, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: Papers relating to the establishment of post- 
routes from Boone by way of Matney’s Store to Buffalo Cove, and 
from Wilkesborongh to High Shoals, North Carolina—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: ye oa relating to the claims of the heirs 
of tiago de Leon, and of William Longnecker, for compensation 
for property taken, and for the use of property, by the United States 
Army—to the Committe on War Claims. 

1 STEPHENS: The petition of Mary J. Rains, for a pension 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of John Dellinger, for a pension to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: Papers relating to the petition of Dan- 
iel M. Page, to be credited, in the settlement of his accounts as an 
officer of the United States Army, with the amount certain articles 
stolen from him were worth—to the Committee on Mili Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of Steven T. Norvell, 
for pay while an acting second lieutenant in the Fifth United States 
Infantry in 1862~63—to the same committee. 


IN SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, November 21, 1877. 


` Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M, 
Apams, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No, 48) in relation to the international industrial ex- 

ition to be held in Paris in 1878; in which the concurrence of the 
nate was requested. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The pore ny also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they 
were therenpon . 5 by the Vice-President: a 

A bill (S. No. ) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a register and change the name of the schooner Captain Charles 
Robbins to Minnie; 

A bill (S. No. 291) to remove the political disabilities of Charles W. 
Field, of King George County, Virginia; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrian 
statue of General Greene. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of John B. Dunbar, of Shaw- 
nee County, Kansas, praying for a pension; which was referred to 
3 E WITHERS shows th f Mary Byrd Dall d 

Mr. WIT resen e petition o as, widow 
of the late 8 N James Dallas, of the United States 
Navy, praying for an increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DORSE presented the petition of Benjamin F. Norwood and 
others, citizens of Howard and Sevier Counties, Arkansas, praxin 
for the establishment of a mail-route from Mineral Springs to Ulti- 
mathule, in that State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 8 

Mr. GORDON presented the memorial of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Charleston, South Carolina, in favor of an eee 
by Con, for the improvement of the Charleston harbor; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Samuel Noble, of Anniston, Cal- 
houn County, Alabama, praying compensation for cotton seized by 
the United States authorities during the late war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims, 
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Mr. WALLACE presented a 88 of 17 ae e — Erie, 
Poa: ee in favor of an appropriation gress for the erec- 
tion of a 8 and Comes in that — which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. > 

He also N the —.— of ee u rupa y ane 
City, Pe lvania, pra; an appropriation by Congress for 
vB in Of A court-house in that ty which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. COCKRELL. The Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 32) for the relief of J. M. Micow and others, 
have duly considered the same so far as it affects the case of Mr. 
Micow, and submit a report in his favor, with a substitute for the bill, 
and recommend that the substitute be adopted and the bill passed as 
thus amended. The report was ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 340) for the relief of William F. Grove; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
dace a bill (S. No. 341) for the relief of Charles H. Mosely; which 
was read twice by its rio ead with the -pepeni on the files relating to 
the case, ref to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MAXEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 342) for the relief of Phebe Henrietta Groes- 
beck; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 343) to amend sections 649 and 714 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States in relation to the issues of fact 
in civil cases and retirement of judges; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the J ndiclary: 

Ile also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 344) to provide for ascertaining and settling private 
land claims in certain States and Territories; which was twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. MCPHERSON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 345) for the relief of Nathaniel G. Smith; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


NANCY S. LEDFORD. 


Mr. INGALLS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill Oy No. 225) to repeal an act entitled “An act for the 
relief of Nancy S. Ledford,” approved March 3, 1871. 

The motion was to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


AMOS IRELAND. 


Mr. MERRIMON. I move to proceed to the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 99) for the relief of the estate of Amos Ireland, deceased. 

The motion was to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It directs the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury to adjust and settle the account of Amos 
Ireland, as captain of the light-vessel at Brandt Island Shoals, North 
Carolina, and allow to his administrator the sum of $208.33 for his 
services from January 1, 1861, until May 31, 1861. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should like to hear the report in that case read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. COCK- 
RELL, from the Committee on Claims, November 8: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 99) for the relief 
8 „„ examined the same, and submit 

ê fol report: 

Your committee that durin, nea arent ciee eee, 
one now 8 e Po the Senate and referred to your committee 
for ex: tion and report, pact red committee, on June 21, 1876, submitted to the 
FFF t: 

Tho Commi on Claims, to whom was referred the bill for the relief of Mar- 
garet Ireland, widow of Amos Ireland, have had the same under consideration, 
8 

“Your committee find, from the evidence filed in the case, that Amos Ireland was 
loyal to the United States throughout the war; that be was employed under con- 
tract stationed at Brandt Island Shoals, 1 


ad 

him, from the Light-House Board, that 

ployed as keeper of the light-vessel at Brandt Island a 3 
- e that the accounts of the superin ent 
ho was paid up toand including December 31, 1860; no accounts were received 
from the t during the year 1861; and, although the presumption is 
URAS OLIS DEPTO AN TOROI thane MOPOT evidenss of the fact on file in 
this office, and that it is not known time light-house service 


ata sal- 
lights show that 


a just one. 

ay 31, 1861, at which time all authority of the United States was suspended in 
North 5 committees recommend payment only from December 31, 1860, 
until May 31, 1861, at the rate of $500 por annum, payable to the administrator of 


the estate of Amos Ireland, deceased, upon furnishing satisfacto: roof of qnali- 
fication as administrator, and recommen: the passage of the bill N Laa e 
The bill (S. No. 99) now before committee is a copy of the bill so reported 
to the Senate as above stated. a careful re-examination of tho case, your 
committee concur in the facts and conclusions stated in the foregoing report, and 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES D. HOLMAN. 


Mr. MITCHELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 290) for the relief of James D. Holman. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It provides for the payment 
to James D. Holman, of Oregon, $25,000, in full for the value of his 
improvements taken by the United States and included within the 
mili reservation at Cape Disappointment, Washington Territory. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is there a written report in that case ? 

Mr. MITCHELL. Iwill state, in answer to the Senator from New 
York, that there is a written report which has been printed, and it 
is very voluminous, consisting mainly of copies of the opinions of the 
Judge-Advocate-General, the Secretary of War, the military com- 
mander in charge of the De ment, and so forth and soon. It would 
take perhaps an hour and a half to read the report. If any explanation 
of the bill is desired, I think 1 can make it in a very few words so as 
to be satisfactory to the Senate. 

I will state in this connection that the bill was carefully considered 
by the Committee on Claims of this body and unanimously agreed 
to by that committee, and I was instructed to report accordingly. The 
claim has been approved virtually by the Secretary of War. All t.e 


legal points, I say, have been decided in favor of the applicant 
by the Judge-Advocate-General of the Army, and that decision has 
been approved by the Secretary of War. 


Mr. MERRIMON. What is the clfim? 

Mr. MITCHELL. It is the claim of James D. Holman for the 
value of his improvements, as a settler under the donation law of 
Con included within the military reservation at Fort Canby, 


1 771 Territory. 
Mr. INGALLS. When was the property taken! 

Mr. MITCHELL. The propan was taken in 1852. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Will the Senator from Oregon allow the 
bill to pe over until Senators can have an opportunity to read the 
report 

Mr. MITCHELL. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I do not like to vote for a bill of this kind 
without having had an opportunity to examine the report to see upon 
what it is founded. Twenty-five thousand dollars is a large sum of 
money to appropriate for such a purpose. 

Mr. MITCHELL. With the greatest pleasure I will consent to let 
= bill go over until Senators can have an opportunity of reading 
the report. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, That is all I desire. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill goes over. 


PARIS EXPOSITION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international industrial exposi- 
tion to be held in Paris in 1878; and it was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the joint resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BECK. The chairman of the Committee on Appropriations is 
absent. On his motion, when the President’s came in, all 
matters mentioned in the m were referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and I suppose the joint resolution shonld go to that 
committee. In the absence of the chairman of the Committee on 
Petes lari I hope the joint resolution will not be referred to any 
other committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Maine hear the 
La pare of the Senator from Kentucky! 

. HAMLIN. What was the suggestion ? 

Mr. BECK. I simply suggest that in the absence of the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations the joint resolution be not re- 
ferred until he comes in. I understand the Committee on Appropria- 
tions think it ought to go to that committee, 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ishould be very happy to have it go to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BECK. It is one of the questions alluded to in the President's 
message, and the whole was referred to that committee. 

Mr. I withdraw the suggestion of reference to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. It iy aad belongs to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations; but I very happy to have another 
committee take it. 

Mr. BECK. I do not want it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let it go there. 

Mr. CONKLING. I suggest to the Chair it had better lie until the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations comes in. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will not be referred for 
the present. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT subsequently said: This joint resolution 
has been read twice, and the Chair waits for a motion of reference. 
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Mr. BECK. The chairman of the Committee on Appropriations is 
now in. 

Mr. WINDOM. If nobody else will make the motion, I su 
that it go to the Committee on Appropriations. I have not the slight- 
est choice where it however. 
is Mr. EATON. I move its reference to the Committee on Appropria- 

ons. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, (after a pause.) What is the pleasure of 
the Senate? 

Mr. CONKLING. There being ap ntly nothing pressing before 
the Senate, I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The aeon being put, it was declared that the noes appeared to 

revail. 
$ Mr. CONKLING. We had better divide. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the motion will be withdrawn and that we 
shall have an executive session. 

Mr. CONKLING. I withdraw it for that purpose. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business, 

The motion was a to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After fifteen minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session, the doors were re-opened. 

EDWIN A. CLIFFORD, 

Mr. PADDOCK. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. No. 145) for the relief of Edwin A. Clifford. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It directs the proper acconnting officers of the 
Post-Office Department to credit Edwin A. Clifford, postmaster at 
Evanston, Illinois, in his accounts as such postmaster, 3545.08 being 
the value of postage-stamps, postage, and money-order funds stolen 
from the safe in the vault of the post-office at Evanston, on the night 
of February 27, 1876, without any fault or negligence on the part of 
the postmaster. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is there a report accompanying that bill? 

Mr. OGLESBY. Yes, sir. The bill has passed the Senate hereto- 
fore. It is a clear case, and one that I am sure the Senate will not 
spend one moment upon. The report can be read again if the Senator 
wants to hear it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Has the report been read before ? 

Mr. OGLESBY. Les, sir. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I suggest that the Secretary read the report again 
for the information of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr, PAD- 
DOCK, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, on the 
19th instant : 

The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 145) for the relief of Edwin A. Clifford, having considered the same, unani- 
mously report thereon : 

It appears from the evidence before the committee that E. A. Clifford was post- 
master at Evanston, Illinois. On the * 5 of the 27th of February, 1876, his office 
was entered by a gang 5 mrglars from Chi , (the entrance was 
e arp ont a ole ugh the wall into the vault,) who by the use of gun- 
powder blew open the safe and rifled it of its contents. The building was the one 


rented for the use of the The loss consists in $98.51 in money-order 
1 funds. The rej of the agent of the 


been ip 

which had been drawn on New York, but up to last reports they had not been pre- 

sented for 2 and it is supposed that they were destroyed. The robbery 
ter. 


It appears from the evidence that the Post-Office Fs te was notified of the 


b and loss of money and stamps, and thata agent immediately inves- 
tented aad 8 The committee are therefore of the opinion that 
the claim for should be allowed. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
REVISION OF THE PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. BOOTH submitted the following resolution; which was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be authorized to have printed for the 


use of the committee 300 copies of the argument before the committee in relation 
to Senate bill No. 300, 


SENATOR FFM SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of the resolution I offered yesterday, if it is not the unfinished 
business, which I think it is. I make that motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks no motion is necessary. 
The resolution is before the Senate, and will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from 
the consideration of the credentials of M. C. Butler, of South Carolina. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, yesterday the honorable Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN] undertook, in a speech of some length, to 
criticise the conduct of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
and to arraign that committee before the Senate and the country for 
a dereliction of duty. He put the query why it was that the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Electious had taken up the case of Kellogg 
and Spofford, aud thus postponed the consideration of the case of Me 


Eustis. I took the liberty at that time of interrupting him, stating that 
I should be glad to inform him why that was done. The Senator very 
kindly gave way; and I then stated that the reason why the commit- 
tee had taken up the Kellogg-Spofford case in preference to that of 
Mr. Eustis was the fact that the day before the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections had its first meeting the Senator from Ohio himself had 
moved in open Senate to discharge the committee from the further 
consideration of the case, and that the motion was still pending in 
the Senate and undecided at the time the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections held its first meeting; and that the committee unani- 
mously, as I stated at the time, had concluded that it would not be 
decorous to proceed with the consideration of the case of Mr. Eustis 
while the motion of the honorable Senator from Ohio was pending in 
the Senate to discharge that committee from the farther consideration 
of the case. 

At that point in my statement I was interrupted by the Senator from 
Ohio with the suggestion that I was entirely wrong in my facts, and the 
honorable Senator undertook to whistle me down by the statement 
that I was wrong from the fact that the motion he had made in the 
Senate todischarge the committee was “pon his own motion laid on the 
table by the Senate on the very same day that he made it; and my 
honorable friend and colleague on the committee, the honorable Sen- 
ator from Delaware, [Mr. SAULSBURY,] came to the rescue of the 
honorable Senator from Ohio and asse the same thing so positively 
that for the time being I thought I might possibly be mistaken. 
find, however, on a reference to the RECORD that I was entirely right 
in all that I said yesterday, and that the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
as well as the honorable Senator from Delaware, was entirely wrong; 
and in justice to myself and the committee, and in justice to them 
and to the Senate and the country, I have thought it no more than 
right that I should this morning set the matter 85 by a reference 
to the RECORD itself. I find in the RECORD of October 19 of the 
3 session, which contains the proceedings of the 18th of Octo- 

„the Senator from Ohio, in the early part of the sitting of that 
day moved that: 

The oath be now administered to Mr. Eustis, claiming to be a Senator from the 
State of Louisiana. 

A question of order was raised and discussed at some length, as the 
Senate will remember, when it was finally determined by the Chair 
that the Enstis credentials were not before the Senate, but that they 
were before the Committee on Privileges and Elections by virtue of 
the rule of the Senate which carried them there without any new 
reference at the present session. That point being so decided by 
the Chair, the Senator from Ohio then made the motion that the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the case of Mr. Eustis, as will be seen from the 
following extract from the RECORD : 

The Vice-Presipent. The construction placed by the Chair upon the rule will 
be regarded as its construction. 

Mr. THURMAN. It follows then that my motion is out of order— 

Which was the motion that the oath of office be administered to 
Mr. Eustis— 

Now I move that the Committee on Privil d El 
the fnrther consideration of the pe PAE IB. Fuss“ nns 
Mr. EbMuxns. I rather think as every figment is to be seized, as my friend 


seems very evidently to prove, that that motion will lie over until to-morrow. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion will lie over under the rule, if objection be 


made, 

Mr. THURMAN. I shall ask to proceed with it to-morrow. I believe it will be the 
first business in order. 

Mr. Epmunps. I should like to proceed with it myself to-day. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at three o clock and sixteen minutes p. m.) the 
Senate adjourned. 


It would scarcely require any more evidence to show that the honor- 
able Senator from Ohio yesterday was entirely mistaken (to use the 
lan that he yesterday appia to me) and that I was precisely 
and exactly right, and that the motion to disc the committee 
was not laid upon the table, as stated yesterday by the Senator from 
Ohio, on the same day that he made the motion; but let us see a lit- 
tle further. On turning to the Recorp of the next day we find that 
a long debate ensued over the motion of the honorable Senator, quite 
an extended debate, as the Senator will now remember when I refresh 
his recollection, wherein the honorable Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
EpMuNDS] made quite a lengthy speech, quoting at large from the 
credentials, or alleged credentials, of Mr. Eustis. After the Senate 
had debated the matter for a couple of hours and after a s tion 
had been made by the honorable Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis] 
to the effect that he would like to have the committee look into this 
matter, then, on the next day, and not on the same day, the Senator 
from Ohio moved to lay his own motion on the table. On that day 
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis] said this: 

Mr. President, I know nothing about this Louisiana controversy. I was a mem- 
ber of another branch of the public service at the time of the discussion in relation 
to the election of Mr. Pinchback and Mr. Eustis, Until the Senator from Vermont 
[Mr. Epmunps] read the credentials of Mr. Eustis to-day I knew nothing about the 
election, for I had paid no attention to the subject whatever. For that reason Iam 
not p to vote to-day upon the question of his admission. The case was 
refe; last March to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. My friend on 
my left [Mr. Hoar] says it will be yay soon reported upon. I would much rather 
have a report of the committee upon the subject, which is the usual way, so that 
we can sec and oxamine the question fully. It is a legal ee yal 
gaaon I do not want to give any opinion upon it until I have investi, it 


In reply to my friend from ge er 
taken as an expression of Te upon 
the committee discharged 
advanced in the session, and the Committee 
op ty to investigate the subject. 


Privileges and Elections, because that question was beforo the Senate, and it was 
no y to the committee to have tho Senate to decide it. The question was 
beforo the Senate and the Senate could, in the tof events that have transpired 
FF acquainted, the subject one way or the 
other, 

After some further remarks by the Senator from Ohio and others, 
the RECORD proceeds to state : 

Mr. TavrMan. Iwill move to lay it on the table. 

Mr, WADLEIGH, Will the Senator let me say ono word f 

Mr. Tuunnax. Certainly, I will withdraw my motion, that the Senator may 
make a speech, 

Then, after some remarks from the Senator from New Hampshire, 
(Mr. WADLEIGH :] 

Mr. THURMAN. I renew my motion to lay the motion on the table, 


Thomotion was agreed to. 


Now, what does this all show, Mr. President? That in the zeal, 
the unparalleled zeal of the honorable Senator from Ohio to take this 
case from its proper place before the proper committee of this body, 
before it has been investigated, before they have had time to investi- 
gate it, and to bring it before the Senate for an indiscriminate dis- 
cussion and scuffle without any base of o tions from which to 
operate, the Senator has entirely forgotten the whole history of the 
proceeding by which the case, upon his own motion, was committed 
to the consideration of that committee. Why is it that this zeal, this 
new-born zeal, new-fled, un eled zeal, should be manifested 
at this particular time by the honorable Senator from Ohio to take 
this case from the consideration of the proper committee and bring 
it before the Senate? Is there anything in the history of the pro- 
ceedings connected with this case that justities, in all fair dealing, 
this proceeding at this time? 

y, sir, how long has this session continued? We have been in 
session now, counting the days we have necessarily not been sitting 
under the rules and courtesies and proprieties of the Senate, less than 
a month, The Committee on Privileges and Elections were not or- 
ganized and ready for business until the 19th day of October, When 
they organized, what did they find before them on their table? We 
found the credentials of five different persons claiming to be ad- 
mitted as Senators of the United States from two different States. 
From the State of Louisiana we found the credentials of Mr. Eustis, 
of Mr. Spofford, and of Mr. Kellogg; from the State of South Caro- 
lina we found the credentials of Mr. Butler and of Mr. Corbin. Was 
it to be expected that that committee could take up all these cases 
at once and consider them? And because they did not perform an 
act which was a physical impossibility, is that therefore a good rea- 
son why they should be discharged from the further consideration of 
a of the business before them ? 

have already shown in my remarks the other day, and by the 
Recorp this morning, why the case of Kellogg vs. Spofford, or Spof- 
ford rs. Kellogg, as yon may please to call it, was taken np in profer- 
ence to the case of Mr. Eustis. It was there was a motion 
pending in the Senate to discharge the committee from the further 
consideration of the case of Mr. Eustis. That matter was considered 
by the committee a reason why that case, although prior in 
order of time in so far as the date of the credentials was concerned, 
should be post ed and tho other case was taken up, and as stated 
3 y the chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, and as must be and is known to every member of that commit- 
tes on both sides of the Chamber, from day to day almost every day 
since then that committee has been engaged in the consideration of 
the case of Kell and Spofford laboring as I believe no other com- 
mittee in this body has labored at this or any other session of the 
Senate, so far as that is concerned. 

We have met, as I have 3 daily in the morning; we have 
met again in the afternoon. There is a standing order of the com- 
mittee now, if I may be permitted to refer to it, made several days 
ago, that we would meet Srey day until the further order of the 
committee immediately after the adjournment of the Senate. And 

et will it be said that because we have not taken up the case of Mr. 

zustis or the case of Mr. Butler or the case of Mr. Corbin, therefore 
an implied, nay, an express censure is to be cast by the Senate upon 
that committee? It seems to me not. It seems to me the adoption 
of the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio would be an ex- 
press censure of the Senate upon the good faith, to use no stronger 
term, of that committee. 

What is the Senate to understand, what is the world to understand 
from the action of the Senate in adopting the resolution proposed by 
the Senator from Ohio? But one construction ean be placed upon it; 
there will be but one construction placed upon it by the press of the 
country, by the people of the land; and that is this: that the repub- 
lican majority of that committee have been derelict in duty, that 
they for some purpose known to themselyes have purposely delayed 
action upon this case of General Butler, that they by some kind of 
committee legerdemain, some kind of inside management of the 
majority of the committee, have been postponing action with refer- 
ence to this case. That will be the construction; that is the neces- 
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. BAYarp] I will say that it would be 
6 legal question if we voted now to have 
m this investigation. We are now but a few days 
on Privileges and Elections has had no 


rtuni 
vous yesterday not to refer Nr. Spofford’s credentials to the Committee on 


«be the case, then neither of the 
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sary timate construction, and the only constrnetion to be placed 
upon the action of the Senate in adopting tho resolution proposed 
yesterday by the honorable Senator from Ohio, I submit to him 
whether or not it would be exactly just. I appeal to him in candor, 
to his sense of justice and his sense of propriety and of right, gener- 
ally manifested by him in all his conduct in the Senate, whether it 
would be just precisely the thing to do at this particular time. 

Now, I come to the other point of the ent of the Senator from 
Ohio, which was to the effect that,even if it be true that the com- 
mittee have been hard at work on the Kellogg-Spofford case, and are 
unable, therefore, to take up this case, that is a and sufficient 
reason why this case should be taken out of their hands and consid- 
ered by the Senate; especially, says the Senator from Ohio, when 
there is no dispute, when there is no controversy of fact, when there 
is nothing upon which the committee could act that would naturally 
tend to enlighten the Senate or serve as a proper base of operations 
from which they could operate, so to speak. 

Mr. President, I submit there isa controversy; I submit to the hon- 
orable Senator from Ohio with all deference that there is a contro- 
versy and an important controversy of fact. And what is that con- 
troversy? These gentlemen come here with credentials from two 
different bodies in the State of South Carolina, each claiming to bo 
the Legislature of that State, and the question that the Senate has to 
determine before it votes to admit either of these gentlemen is 
which, if either, of these bodies was the Legislature of the State of 
South Carolina at the time of the election of these gentlemen. Is 
not that a question of fact? Is the Senate, withont the benefit of 
the report of a committee, ready to take up that question of fact and 
decide it here in open Senate, as to whether the key honse or the 
Wallace house was the house of representatives of South Carolina? 
That is the question. There is no controversy, I believe, about tho 
senate of South Carolina. They have never had but ono senate, in 
so far as relates to this controversy, in the State of South Carolina. 
I agree to that; but they did have two bodies claiming to be the 
house of representatives of the State Legislature of Sonth Carolina; 
the one was known as the Mackey house and the other was known 
as the Wallace house. The Mackey house, in conjunction with the 
senate, the conceded senate, the undisputed senate of that State, by 
separate votes in each house, elected or attempted to elect (because 
I wish to decide nothing in advance) Mr. Corbin to the Senate of the 
United States from that State; while, upon the other hand, the body 
claiming to be the house of representatives in that State, known as 
the Wallace honse, in conjunction with a few members of the senate— 
not the senate itself—met in joint convention and elected or at- 
tempted to elect General Butler. 

Here is a great controversy, a great question of fact to be decided 
by this Senate before they can vote ey upon this question 
as to which of these two gentlemen is entitled to his seat or as to 
whether either of them is entitled to his seat; because stranger 
things have happened than this. It might be determined on a care- 
fal investigation of the whole case that there was no legal honse of 
representatives of the State of South Carolina, either when Mr. Cor- 
bin or when Mr. Butler was clected; and, if that should turn out to 
mtlemen claiming seats here is en- 
titled to a seat. Everybody will concede that. If, upon the other 
hand, it should turn out that the honse known as the Mackey house 
was tho legal house of representatives of that State at the time the 
vote was cast for Mr. Corbin, then in so far as that question was con- 
cerned his clection would be ; because, as I said, there is no dis- 
pute about the senate of that State. If, on the other hand, upon in- 
vestigation it should be ascertained that the Mackey house was not 
a legally constituted body, either because it did not have a sufficient 
number to constitute a constitutional quorum or because it was not 
organized according to the forms of law, and if it should turn out 
that the Wallace house was a legally constituted body and had a 
constitutional quorum under the constitution and laws of the State 
of South Carolina, and that a quorum of the two houses of the Wal- 
lace house, in <u Nonkie; voted for Mr. Butler, then in so far as that 
branch of the case is concerned Mr. Butler would be entitled to his 
seat. But do you not see that the more we look into this case the 
more it is apparent that thero are important questions of fact to bo 
determined by the Senate before any intelligent vote can be cast by 
any member of this body in reference to the seating of either of these 
gentlemen? Yet my honorable friend from Ohio would this 
case, as my friend from New York would say, with the beak and claw 
of senatorial power from the committee, and open up a discussion in 
the Senate in regard to questions of fact as wide almost as it is possi- 
ble to imagine. ; 

But I have only referred, Mr. President, to very few of the ques- 
tions of fact. The great question of fact to be determined is which 
of these two bodies was the legal house of representatives of the State 
of South Carolina; and, in order to determine that, a great many 
preliminary questions of fact must necessarily be decided. We want 
to know how many members in each of these two honses or bodies 
claiming to be the house of representatives of that State obtained cre- 
dentials from the returning officers of that State. We want to know 
the history of that preceeding: There is a controversy here, right at 
the threshold, in regard to certain parishes in the State of South Caro- 
lina: Edgefield and Laurens. 

It is claimed upon the one hand, by Mr. Corbin, that there was no 
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election in those two counties, and that, therefore, no persons from 
those counties being elected, there were no persons from such parishes 
entitled to seats in any body claiming to be the Legislature of South 
Carolina. On the-other hand, it is claimed by General Butler that 
there was an election in those two counties, and that, therefore, the 
persons claiming to be elected were entitled to seats in the Legisla- 
ture of the State of South Carolina, Do you not see that here is 
another t question of fact to be determined? Can the Senate 
take up the evidence bearing upon these questions of fact and deter- 
mine them with any degree of satisfaction to themselves here? It 
seems to me not. What would be the proper thing to do? To per- 
mit the committee, as soon as they can—and to expect anything else 
of that committee, I submit to the honorable Senator from Ohio, is to 
plead for an act of injustice here, is to insist on something that is 
wrong, that will not stand the test of broad daylight—I say the 
proper thing to do is to permit the committee to take up the case, as 
soon as it can be reached by a diligent exercise of duty upon the part 
of that committee and its various members, examine these questions 
of fact, decide them, apply the law, prepare a report in which a con- 
cise statement shall be made of the questions of fact and of the law 
pee to the and then make a report to this body. That is 
the usual course, and anything else would be outside of the usual 
eourse. Anything else would be open to just and unfavorable criti- 
cism, I submit to the honorable Senator, and I submit to my colleagues 
on the committee on the other side of the Senate. For one I desire 
to say that from the time these credentials were referred to that 
committee I have never labored harder in my life, never more dili- 
gently, to try to bring about the settlement of any case than I have 

one to bring about a settlement of these cases. It is my desire, and 
I believe it is the desire of every republican member of the commit- 
tee, to report on every one of these cases at the earliest possible mo- 
ment, I believe that we have made rapid progress in the Kellogg- 
Spofford case. I believe that we have progressed so far with that 
case that we will be enabled within a very few days to decide it, and 
to report to the Senate. As soon as that is done there is nothing in 
the way to prevent ns from pers fs > either the case of Mr. Eustis 
or the case of Butler-Corbin, and decide those cases and report them 
to the Senate. 

It is suggested that it is a great injustice to the State of South 
Carolina to deprive her of one-half of her representation upon this 
floor. I admit it, Mr. President. I admit that the same injustice has 
been done to some of these southern States heretofore. We all know 
that for four years Lonisiana has been knocking at the doors of the 
Senate for representation. Instead of getting her full representa- 
tion, she now has none; but, still, is that an argument why we 
should jumble up the business of the Senate; why wé should abol- 
ish the committees of the Senate; why we should inaugurate a new 
rule and new ideas and turn our backs upon all the practices of the 
Senate heretofore? Certainly not. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio said that the case of Butler and 
Corbin was before the committee at the special session. So it was; 
but how long was it before the committee or what opportunity had 
the committee then to consider the case? The committees were not 
D at the last special session until the 8th day of, March, as I 
believe the record will show, and the Senate adjourned on the 17th 
of March. In the mean time, the Committee on Privil and Elec- 
tions had taken up the case of Kellogg and considered it; therefore, 
there was no time for this case; and it is unreasonable and unjust to 
refer to that as an argument why the committee should be discharged 
now. My jud nt is that between now and New Years Day 
tween now and the holidays—the committee and the Senate can take 
up every one of these contested cases and decide them. Iam only 
speaking for myself, however. That is my desire, and to that end I 
shall labor, for one; but I shall oppose with all the power I can com- 
mand this unusual proceeding, which would amount to an expressed 
censure upon the good faith of the committee, to discharge it from 
the further consideration of a case that has been committed to it for 
its consideration, and before they have had time, working night and 
day, we may say, to take it up and consider it. 

r. HILL. Mr. President, as I am a member of the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, and shall, notwithstanding that fact, vote 
for the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio, I think it is due 
to myself and to the Senate to give briefly the reasons which influence 
me in giving that vote. I shall endeavor to doso without arraigning 
anybody. I think it wholly unnecessary to arraigu any person in this 
discussion. If I believed that the motion made by the Senator from 
Ohio could be considered in fact or in intention a discourtesy to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections I certainly would not support 
it; but with my views of the facts involved in this controversy it 
does seem to me it is not only no discourtesy to that ANIOS TEA 
this motion should he made, but it is properin itself that the motion 
should be made and that it should be sustained by the Senate. 

Let us take the material facts, and upon the material facts I think 
there will be no controversy, for I can say with all due respect to 
the gentlemen on both sides that it seems to me the differences which 
have appeared to exist between them in the discussion thus far are 
neither material nor at all important. Nearly two years ago Mr. 
Eustis presented his credentials to the Senate as a Senator-clect from 
the State of Louisiana, At that time there was another claimant for 


that seat, one P. B. S. Pinchback. The credentials of Mr. Pinchback 


were already before the Committee on Privil and Elections, and 
had been for a long period. The credentials of Mr. Eustis were alike 
referred to that committee. Pansion the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections reported back, I believe, to the Senate all the 
credentials, but MADER 8 solely upon the claims of Mr. Pinch- 
back. After considerable discussion it was decided by the Senate 
that he was not entitled to the seat. That, left Mr. Eustis the only 
claimant for the seat in the Senate from Louisiana for the term com- 
mencing on the 4th of March, 1373. From the day of that decision to 
this there has been no contestant whatever for that seat before this 
body or before the Committee on Privileges and Elections. Mr. Eustis 
came here as elected by an undisputed Legislature, a Legislature 
disputed nowhere in Louisiana or ont of Louisiana, disputed by no 
government, State or Federal, with no impediment to his admission 
save the claim previously that the vacancy which he proposed to fill 
had already been filled; and that impediment having been removed 
by me solemn judgment of the Senate, still Mr. Eustis was not ad- 
mitted. - 

At the called executive session in March last his credentials were 
taken from the table and referred again to the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections. That session of the Senate lasted nearly a month, 
and no report was made upon this case—still no contestant, still no 
dispute. On the contrary, the Senator from Indiana, now deceased, 
then the chairman of that committee, accompanied his support of the 
claims of Mr. Pinchback with the distinct and the repeated declara- 
tion, known to all men, that if Mr. Pinchback was not entitled to his 
seat, Mr. Eustis undoubtedly was. 

In view of these facts, when this session med the Senator from 
Ohio, wisely and jastly I think, made a motion that the committeo 
be discharged, and that Mr. Eustis be sworn in. The Senate remem- 
bers the discussion on that subject. Upon a estion stated to the 
Senate by the distinguished Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis] that 
he was assured by a member of the eommittee that the reference of 
these credentials again to the committee would delay the case but a 
few days, that reference was acquiesced in. 

I have shown you exactly the condition of the credentials of Mr 
Eustis of Louisiana. Nowasto the others. In December, 1876, there 
were two bodies in South Carolina, each claiming to be the Legisla- 
lature of that State. One body elected Mr. Corbin; the other body 
elected Mr. Butler. Immediately on the opening of the executive 
session of the Senate in March, each of these gentlemen presented his 
credentials to this body, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. In January last there were two bodies in 
Louisiana each claiming to be the Legislature of that State, and two 
persons each claiming to be the governor, One of those bodies went 
through the form ef electing Mr. A e ig a seat in the Senate for 
the term beginning on the 4th of March last. The other of those 
bodies went through the form of electing Mr. Spofford, but that body 
did not then in Jan elect Mr. Spofford. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Not until April. i 

Mr. HILL. That Legislature voted for several days but came to 
no decision. Mr. Kellogg, having received an election from his legis- 
lature, presented carly in the special session his credentials, and those 
credentials were referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions. After the adjournment of the executive session of the Senate 
in March a hi was enacted with which we are all familiar. I 
need only state the result of that history: It was that the two bodies, 
claiming to be each the Legislature of Louisiana, reconciled their 
controversies and differen and made that reconciliation and set- 
tlement by recognizing the islature known as the Nicholls legis- 
lature, and which Legislature was voting still to fill the vacancy in 
the Senate. Under that reconciliation, after the two bodies became 
merged into one and after there was a Legislature in Louisiana which 
no man disputed, which no authority disputed, which all 8 
and all people recognized, that Legislature eleoted Mr. Spofford, the 
very persons composing the body of men claiming to be the Legisla- 
ture which elected Mr, Kellogg uniting in this Legislature and par- 
ticipating in the election of Mr. Spofford, and the great body of them, 
as many as fifty-nine, 8 voting for Mr. Spofford himself. 

When this extra session of Congress assembled on the 15th of Octo- 
ber, or a few days after its assembling, the credentials of Mr. Spof- 
ford were presented, claiming this same seat from Louisiana which 
had been previously claimed by Mr. Kellogg, whose credentials were 
already before the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

In this way all these credentials went to that committee. The Sen- 
ate will remember that when the credentials of Mr. Spofford wero 
3 a motion was made to swear him in without a reference. 

t was hoped that as everybody in Louisiana, that as every depart- 
ment of government in Louisiana, that as everybody on earth that 
we could know or hear of outside of this Senate was satisfied with 
the condition of things in Louisiana, was satisfied with the settle- 
ment which the parties to those disputes themselves had made and 
which themselves were satistied with—it was hoped and believed that 
the Senate would recognize the peace which had at last come to that 
distracted State, and not seek to re-open those controversies, but 
would at once admit Mr. Spofford. In this we were disappointed, and 
his credentials, as I have pep eee referred. 

These credentials being all ore the committee, what was tho 
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natural and proper course for the committee to pursne? Clearly, as 
I think, to take up the credentials in the order of their date and refer- 
ence. I think that would have been proper. That would have 
brought the case of Mr. Eustis first before the committee, the case 
of Mr. Butler and Mr. Corbin secondly before the committee, and 
the case of Mr. Kellogg thirdly before the committee. 

On the first meeting of the committee on the 19th of October, I did 
not have the pleasure of being present. It so happened, being en- 

in pal ay that m l did not reach me in time, and I did 
not receive notice, and I did not know of the meeting of the commit- 
tee. Of what occurred, therefore, at that meeting on the 19th of Oc- 
tober I have no personal knowledge. I was informed by some gen- 
tlemen of the committee that an informal meig had taken p 
and that nothing was done except to invite Mr. Ke and Mr. Spof- 
ford to meet the committee on the next Monday, the of October. 
I received the proper notice to be present at a meeting on Monday, 
the Xd of October, and I was present; and from that day forth I 
know all that has occurred in that committee. 

Mr. President, my opinion is, from what occurred on the 22d of Oc- 
tober, that the case of Spofford and Kellogg was taken up by the 
committee without objection from any quarter, and by general ac- 
quiesence I admit. . 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Georgia it me to ask him 
whether his recollection agrees with mine that when the case of 
Kellogg and Spofford was taken up as the first case the parties in no 
other case h resented themselves before the committee ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. There was no objection to taking 


it up. 

Mr HILL. I was not present when the 3 and Kellogg case 
was taken up, and therefore I am not sure that it was first taken up 
by consent on the 19th of October, when 1 was not present. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not wish to interrupt the honorable Senator from 
Georgia, but my recollection is that when the committee met there 
was a motion pending before the Senate to discharge the committee 
of the Eustis case, and that that was still undisposed of. 

Mr. HILL. I think so. 

Mr. HOAR. And that in regard to the South Carolina case there 
was nobody who had made known his desire to be heard, and that 
we took up and proceded to act upon the first case that was ready, 
and went right on with it. 

Mr. HILL. My recollection is that on the 22d of October there 
was no one of these claimants before the committee asking to be 
heard on that day, except Mr. Spofford and Mr. Kellogg, as the Sena- 
tor has said. 

Mr. HOAR. Wea; precisely in our recollection. 

Mr. HILL. I think the Senator will find that I shall state the 
facts with the perfect concurrence of all the gentlemen concerned. I 
think the other gentlemen were in the room; I think I remember 
seeing them there, but they were not there, as I understood, asking 
that day to be heard. My recollection further is, if the Senator from 
Massachusetts will allow me, that Messrs. Kellogg and Spofford were 
there asking to be heard, because they had been invited by the com- 
mittee and the others had not been. 

Now, I say frankly that when I met with the committee on the 
22d of October I acquiesced in considering their case as far as we did 
consider it 

Mr. HOAR. The honorable Senator from Georgia will permit me 
at that point to interrupt him once more, so as not to bring it to the 
Senate again. My inquiry relates to the time when, as he says, the 
committee invi these 8 that when the committee first 
met Mr, Kellogg aad Mr. Spofford were ready, their readiness made 
known, and nobody else was there ready, and we took up the first 


case. 

Mr. HILL. My understanding is that when the committee first 
met on the 19th of October nobody was ready of these claimants; 
and I will read the resolution—— 

Mr. WADLEIGH. May I ask the Senator from Georgia one ques- 
tion, if he did not understand that when the committee met on the 
19th of October it was unanimously voted to inform Mr. Kell and 
Mr. Spofford that they should present themselves on the next Mon- 
da N. ee with the Louisiana case? 

Mr. I will answer that; I am going into that the next 
moment in answer to the Senator from Massachusetts. I was not 
there; but my understanding is that on the 19th of October none of 
these claimants was present and nobody was particularly demanding 
to be heard in preference to another; and it was for the committee 
to say who should be first h and accordingly the committee 

this resolution, which has been published and the obligation 
of secrecy removed: 

Resolved, That the chairman be to William Pitt Kellogg and 
Henry M. Spofford to appear before the committee, if they see fit, and state to the 


committee whether they desire to lay any and what evidence before the 
and to be farther heard in regard to thelr title to the dent by them claimed. 


You see these gentlemen were invited; they were selected by the 
committee, That was on the 19th of October, the very first meeting, 
and therefore Spofford and Kellogg were present on the next meet- 


ing, the 22d, in response to the notice of the then chairman of the 
committee, as ordered by the committee; and hence it is not proper 
to say, 1 submit, that 


e other gentlemen were not pressing their 


claims when they were not invited and these were. But there is no 
issue between us on the facts. 
Mr. MITCHELL. Will the Senator allow me one question right 


there? I do not wish to disturb him. I understand the Senator to 
say that the proper thing to have done would have been to take up 
these cases in the order in which they were referred to the committee. 
Now, I want to read from the record a moment, page 445 of the 
journal of the Senate last year, containing the action at the special 
session, for the purpose of showing that the K case was first 
referred, then the Corbin-Butler case, and then the Eustis case: 
WEDNESDAY, March 7, 1877. 
* * * 


* 

The Senate resumed the consideration of 333 
Mr. BLAINE, directing that the oaths required by law be to William 
Pitt State of Louisiana. 

* * * * + * > 


Mr. BAYARD having modified his said amendment, on the question to 
thereto, as follows, viz: Strike out all after the word “Resolved,” and in lieu thereof 
insert “ the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, claiming to be a Senator from the 
State of Louisiana, do now lis upon the table until the appointment of a Committee 
on Privileges and Elections, to whom they shall be referred.” 


That was carried by yeas 35, nays 29. That was the 7th of March. 
Mr. HILL. The Senator from Oregon will excuse me. All that is 


really unnecessary forthe purposes of my argument. I am not making 


any Tari on that. 

Mr. MITCHELL. The Senator will allow me. He has stated that 
it was the duty of the committee to take up these cases in the order 
in which they were referred. I want to show from the record that 
that was the precise thing that was done; because the record shows 
further that on the same day the credentials of Corbin and Butler 
were referred in the same manner that the case had been, 
and then on the next day, March 8, upon the motion of the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN, ] the credentials of Mr. Eustis were re- 
ferred to the committee. 

Mr. HILL. That has nothing to do with what I am saying; and 
the Senator will excuse me; I will go on with my remarks. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I wanted to set the Senator right. 

Mr. HILL. I was going on to say that I am making no charge 

inst the committee of wrong or impropriety in taking up the case , 
Spofford and Kellogg. At the same time I assert that they ought 
not to say that they did it at the instance of those two gentlemen 
when the others were not pressing their claims, for they were not 
pressing their claims more an the others, and the whole matter was 
with the committee. I say for myself that I did not in committee 
make any objection to this resolution inviting Kellogg and Spofford 
to present themselves to be heard, nor did I make any objection to 
considering that case for the purpose for which it was taken up to be 
considered on the 22d of October, and I will say frankly to the Sen- 
ate, so that it may see directly and clearly the issue between us, that 
when I went before that committee I was of the opinion that of the 
different claimants for the three seats, the claim of Mr. Spofford would 
perhaps be the shortest and the least disputed, and I supposed we 
could report on Mr. Spofford’s case in one hour. Why? so it 
was historically known to every member of the Senate that the 
poopie of Lgnisiana had settled their own controversies; that, as 1 
ve said, the very members of the different bodies in the two leg- 
islatures engaged in those controversies had settled them ; that the 
people of Louisiana had unanimously, with the exception of Packard 
and Kellogg, agreed to the fact of what was the true Legislature of 
Louisiana, and it was eg in my judgment, for the Senate to 
waste the time of the country in inquiring whether Kellogg’s se 

ga 


was a legal Legislature or whether the Nicholls body was the 
E e 5 when the Nicholls body and the Kellogg body 
and all the authorities and all the people in Louisiana that 


the present Nicholls Legislature that elected Mr. Spofford was the 
1 Legislature of Louisiana. I will give to the gentlemen the 
credit of saying that the first judges I ever knew who have been in- 
quiring into the merits of a dispute after the disputants themselves 
had settled it are living here. Ordinarily, when parties settle their 
own controversies, judges accept the settlement; and I was guilty of 
the mistake of supposing that I was a ju somewhat in this case, 
and I did not care to re-open the interminable Louisiana controversy, 
which had distracted the country and wasted Louisiana long enough. 
I was guilty of supposing and 3 of believing that the 
Committee on Privik and Elections wou d unanimously say, We 
will not re-open a settled dispute; we will not revive a conciliated 
controversy, but we will take this settlement as the peo le of the 
State have made it, and be satisfied with it.” If that been so, 
there being no controversy on that subject, there being no dispute 
about the fogality of the Legisla there being no ute about 
the constitutional qualification of Judge Spofford, the whole question 
would have been ended and the committee would have had nothing 
to do but to report a resolution that Mr. Spofford be admitted to his 


seat. 

On the 22d of October, the first day that I met the committee, and 
the first real meeting of the committee, I offered a resolution to that 
effect, that we recognize and accept that settlement; but it was 
deemed best to hear first each of the contestants, and they were in- 
vited to meet the committee and present their cases. They did pre- 
sent them in very elaborate arguments. Mr, Kellogg, through Judge 
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Shellabarger, presented his case on the 23d of October; Mr. Spofford, 
in person, presented his on the 24th of October; and after these gen- 
tlemen were through—I am referring to this because it is all pub- 
lished now; I am not detailing anything that occurred in committee 
that is not published—after gentlemen had made their several 
statements, then the question recurred upon the adoption or rejection 
of the resolution which I had offered on the 22d of October, accept- 
ing the settlement of Louisiana as final, the result of which would 
have been immediately to rig Si Mr. Spofford’s right to his seat 
After these gentlemen were heard the distinguished Senator from 
Massachusetts on the committee [Mr. Hoar] offered a substitute 
for my resolution. That substitute was in these words: 

Resolved, That it becomes necessary in determining the validity of an election of 
Senator, held in January, 1877, to inquire who were the lawful tare at that 
time, and that no other authority is competent to determine that question for the 


That substitute was adopted in lieu of my resolution. Thereupon; 
as by the adoption of that substitute a majority of the committee 
declared their purpose not to abide by the settlement to which Ihave 
alluded, not to accept the adjustment which the people of Louisiana 
had made, and to which the very men who voted for Mr. Kellogg, as I 
have said, 8 parties, it became n to go into the con- 
troversy. Then the following resolution was offered by the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. MERRIMON:] 

Resolved, That the committee to examine and 
merits of the respective claims of Hon. W. P. Ki 
a seat in the Senate as a Senator from the State of isiana, 
inquire particularly which, or whether either, of the two rival bodies claiming 
be the Legislature of said State, in January and April last, was the true and lawful 


Mr. WADLEIGH. On what page is that! 

Mr. HILL, Page 56, Now, the Senate will see that by the adop- 
tion of these two resolutions the committee cut themselves loose 
from the quiet and safe anchorage in the harbor of peace which the 
people of Louisiana had made for them, and launched out their boat 
upon a broad and boisterous sea, the celebrated Louisiana sea of in- 
terminable controversy, It re-opened that whole question. 

Mr. MITCHELL. d that resolution was offered by the Senator 
from North Carolina, 

Mr. HILL. The first resolution was offered by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, resolving that it was necessary to inquire into those 
previous bodies. 

Mr. MITCHELL, I referred to Mr. MERRIMON’S resolution. 

Mr. HILL. His was only offered as a result after the committee 
had determined to go into the question, for here is the Senator from 
North Carolina voting for my resolution and voting against the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Viason hanska; thereby showing that he 
was opposed to re-epening this controversy. Isay, therefore, that a 
majority of the committee, and here it is recorded five to three, re- 
solved not to abide by the settlement of the question that had been 
made by the State and le of Louisiana and by the very parties 
to the controversy, but did deliberately resolve to re-open that whole 
controversy and go over all those questions, of which the earth ought 
to be sick, abont the Louisiana returning board, intimidation, fraud, 
violence, and everything else, 

My friend from Delaware [Mr. SauLsBuRY] offered at the same 
time a resolution to call for the original returns, and the committee 
laid that on the table. 

Here began the controversy, Upto this time we had acquiesced in 
the committee rape es with the Spofford-Kellogg case as the first 
case. It was to settle the question whether the committee would 
accept the settlement which the people of Louisiana had made, or 
whether, disregarding that settlement, we would go back and investi- 

te all the controversies in that State which had been so disastrous. 

f the settlement was to be accepted, as I said, we could report the 
case in an hour; if the settlement was not to be accepted, no man 
could tell when it would be reported. 

Immediately on the very first opperen i when the order was 
passed that the statements made by Judge Spofford and Mr. Kellogg 
should be printed, I moved in committee to take up the Eustis case. 
I did it kindly, but I know the Senators on the committee will bear 
me out that l stated then and there that, as it now Nee that 
the Spofford-Kellogg case was to be delayed, no man could tell how 
long, it was due to ourselves as a committee, due to the Senate, due 
to the understanding which I believed prevailed here when the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Ohio in the Eustis case was laid on the ta- 
ble, that we should at once take up the Eustis case and dispose of it. 
That motion was made on the 25th or 26th of October, immediate] 
after it was resolved to pany the statements of Kellogg and Spoffo: 

I think the order bears date the 26th: 

The chairman was directed to have the proceedings of the committee published 

in the contested cases 
pos T of the 

When that was done I insisted that we should take up the Eustis 
case and that we should then take up all the cases in their order; 
that is, in the order of the election of the contestants. Eustis was 
elected first; Butler and Corbin were elected secondly, in the fall of 
1876; Kellogg was not elected antil J anuary, 1877, and Spofford was 


not elected until April, 1877. Therefore, taking up these various cre- 
deutials in the order of their date, as the Senator from Oregon will 


understand, I insisted that we should take up Eustis first and Butler 
next. There were other reasons. Louisiana had no Senator upon 


this floor. Important nominations were N ed that State, and 
it was exceedingly important that she should have a Senator upon 
this floor; and as these other cases we believe to be short cases, as 
in one of them, as I repeat, up to that hour and up to this hour there 
has been no contestant—for no man from Loui stands here to 
deny the right of Mr. Eustis to his seat—— 

r. Mc LAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him s gorm 
tion? Is not that a question before the committee that is undecided, 
whether or not a contestant for the seat of Mr. Eustis presents him- 
self to the Senate? 

Mr. HILL. I say emphatically it is not before the committee. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Has it not been considered or raised before the 
committee ? 

Mr. HILL. I admit that the Senator from Minnesota has tried to 

t the committee to say so; but nobody a with him, that I ever 

eard of, because there are no credentials before that committee for 
that seat but Eustis's. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Has the question at all been upon and is 
the gentleman prepared to say that that question will not occupy as 
Maoh tine in determining as the present Spofford case is occupying 
much to his astonishment ? 

Mr. HILL. I say that it cannot unless the Senate, contrary to all 
legislative precedents, should re-refer the celebrated Pinchbuck cre- 
dentials; and I have not found anybody in the Senate willing to 
make a motion to re-refer them yet; certainly no motion has been 
made to re-refer them. I admit the Senator from Minnesota has 
alluded to them; I admit that there is a communication from Pinch- 
back on the subject, and I believe the committee unanimously in- 
structed the chairman to notify Mr. Pinchback that he had no cre- 
dentials before the committee, and that if he wanted his case con- 
sidered by the committee he must have a reference through the Senate. 

Mr. McMILLAN. If the Senator will allow me, in regard to that 
expression my recollection is not just as the Senator states upon that 

int, that the committee directed the chairman to reply to Mr, 

nehback that he had no case. 

Mr. HILL. I understood so. 

Mr. MITCHELL. The instraction was this—— 

Mr. McMILLAN. There was no instruction by the committee at 


all. 

Mr. HILL. I did not say he had no case; I said he had no creden- 
tials. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I think the Senator from Georgia has stated the 
case correctly. The chairman was instructed by the committee to 
notify Mr. Pinchback that he had no credentials before the commit- - 
tee; that if he desired to have the case considered by the committee 
he must have his credentials referred to them. ` 

Mr. HILL. If a Senator has no credentials before the committee 


I do not imagino how he has a case before it. Iam not disposed to 
be critical; I may have said “ no case ;” I meant “ no credentials.” 
Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Pinchback, as Í understood him, wasin doubt 


whether his credentials were really on file in the Secretary’s office or 
whether they were before the committee under the new rules; but 
we advised that under the new rules they were nut before the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HILL. Yes; that is what I said. 

Mr. MITCHELL. That is correct. - 

Mr. HILL. We concur. There are no credentials for this seat be- 
fore that committee, and there have been none since the Forty-tifth 
Congress assembled, or since the executive session of the Senate last 
March, except the credentials of Mr. Eustis. That is what I say and 
repeat; and it is the truth. 

ow, Mr. President, you will see where the controversy is in the 
committee. I concede the honesty to the other gentlemen which I 
claim for myself. I have the kindest feelings for every member of 
the committee. I would not for any consideration intentionally mis- 
represent one of them. But as the chairman of the committee, the 
Senator from New Hampshire, correctly stated rday, he and those 
who with him hold that as the committee had taken up the 
Kellogg-Spofford case it must not take up any other until that is dis- 
of. There we join issue. We say that as soon as it was ascer- 
tained that the Spofford-Kellogg case required the taking of testimony, 
required. delay, that moment we ought to have taken up the other 
cases and disposed of them. And I am compelled to concur with what 
was said by my friend from Delaware yesterday. I do think that we 
could have disposed of the Eustis case and the Butler case and have 
done all that we have done with the case of Spotford and Kellogg, for, 
while the committee has been industrious and vigilant, it is true 
nearly all the work has been done by the contestants themselves. 
They have written out their arguments, p their own state- 
ments, and presented them to the committee in written form, which 
have been printed; and I do not understand—if Iam wrong I shall 
confess it—that a committee of this Senate pared i with three sev- 
eral cases, contested seats, if you please, or claims to seats in this 
body, cannot with propriety in the discharge of its duties consider 
any number of the not of course at the same moment of time, 
but during the same period of time. If anything should happen by 
which the committee on a given day cannot consider one case, then it 
ought to take up another. That is the issue. We insist on our part 
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that the committee could have taken up the Eustis case and could 
have taken up the Butler case. The gentlemen on the other side in- 
sist that having taken up the Spofford-Kellogg case first they must 
go on with that until it is laid aside or 7 of, and then take up 
the others, and one at a time, as they say. 

Now, Mr. President, which is right? The right of a State to have 
her re ion on this floor is a high sovereign right belonging to 
the State as a member of this Union. If that be true, then the obli- 
gation of every member of the Senate to see to it that that right be not 
unnecessarily denied, delayed, or postponed is the weer possible 
obligation that can rest upon a Senator on this floor. I put it to the 
Senate, is it right that a gentleman whose credentials are before the 
committee, uncon undisputed, with not a moe fact in issue, 
should be compelled to stay around this Senate Chamber and this 
city for months before his case is considered, because a case that is 
contested, a case that is disputed, a case about which there are issues 
of fact, happens to be taken up before him? Is an unlitigated case 
to be posspaned until a litigated case shall be disposed of? It is not 
the of any court that I know of, and I do not think it is a proper 
rulein this body. I think that the committee being the organ of the 
Senate should manage all these cases, keeping in view the obligation 
to have every State 5 on this floor as soon as possible. This 
is true very forcibly of the Eustis case, when you remember that it 
would be better to reject him at once than to keep him here waiting, 
neither admitted nor rejected; because if you reject him you simply 
notify the State of Louisiana to fill the vacancy. Louisiana thinks 
she has elected a Senator. You will not say whether she has or has 
not; and yat Teog to say whether she has or lias not elected a 
Senator, you keep him waiting. I think that is not right. While I 
concede to the gentlemen on the other side perfect frankness and a 
desire to do what they believe is honestly right, I differ with them in 
judgment as to what the committee ought to do in these matters. 

I am not going, Mr. President, into the merits of this case; but I 
do say that I shall vote for the resolution offered by the Senator from 
Ohio, because, in my judgment, in the case of Butler there is nothing 
for the committee to do. There is not a single disputed fact in that 
case for the committee to find. I noticed the argument of the Sen- 
ator from Oregon. He says there are disputed legal questions. That 
is true to some extent; and he says there are a great many facts neces- 
sary to be ascertained to know how to determine those legal ques- 
tions. Well, Mr, President, I take the responsibility of stating here 
what I believe the judgment of every Senator when he comes to ex- 
amine this case will affirm, that there is not a single disputed fact in 
the case between Corbin and Butler—not one. I have their briefs, 
their statements of facts fully made out, as fully as the report of any 

could present them to this body; and I say here now that 
80 far as I am concerned I am perfectly willing that the Senate shall 
decide the case upon the brief tiled by Mr. Corbin himself. That all 
the facts are brought out by the briefs of the two contestants, I think 
cannot admit even of a doubt. I do not believe that a single Senator 
on this floor can state a single fact now on which these parties are at 
issue. They differ in their conelusions. They differ in their legal 
propositions. They differ as to what constitutes a quoram of a house 
in a given case. They differ as to when a body is properly rare 
ized. Those are, every one, . questions and legal questions which 
rest for their solution on tlie facts presented by both parties aud dis- 
puted by neither. 

What do you want the committee to find? Why delay the case? 
Why keep gentlemen dancing attendance in the lobbies of the 
Senate for an indefinite period of time, because another case, in which 
there are disputed facts, in which there are issues, is now in consid- 
eration by the committee and they will not determine it or have not 
determined it? I think the committee manifest a determination and 
a desire to p. with the Spofford case as rapidly as possible. I 
bear them witness that I believe every member of the committee de- 
siresthat. It seems to me so now; but I donot know, and I am unable 
to say, and I would not venture to say before the Senate that the 
Spofford case can be reported 4 5 in one day or one month or six 
months. I know sometimes we have seemed to be very near the end 
of the case, and something would then occur which has thrown us off 
as far as we had been. I do not know now and cannot tell whether 
we shall report it at an early day or not. Bat, sir, being thoroughly 
convinced as I am that there is no issue of fact between Mr. Corbin 
and Mr. Butler, that there is nothing for a committee to find which 
the whole Senate cannot as well find in the statements made by these 
gentlemen and printed and laid on our desks, I do insist that this 
Senate ought not to delay the consideration of the South Carolina 
case until the determination of the Spofford and Kellogg case. 

I will take occasion to say that the brief filed by Mr. Corbin seems 
to me to be a remarkably fair and candid brief. He states the facts 
in a manly and frank way, and I am sorry to say it contrasts in a 
striking manner with some other statements that I have seen from 
gentlemen. Mr. Corbin’s brief is a very frank one; it is a very full 
one; and I am sure the committee cannot find the facts more cer- 
tainly, more.correctly, or more fully than he states them and as they 
are stated by the other party; and taking the two briefs together, 


and on points-on which they do not differ in the slightest degree, the 
facts which they both state, there is no difficulty in coming to a con- 
clusion upon the legal propositions arising. I do not believe there 
will be mneh difference in the Senate upon the legal propositions. I 


think there can be, I am sure there can be, no difference as to the 
facts; I do not think there will be much difference on the legal por 
ositions; and I think all the Senate has to do is to take hold of this 
case, look into it, and understand it in fifteen or twenty minutes, 
and pe upon it, Certainly all the facts could be ascertained in a 
day, because you have nothing but two well-printed briefs to read. 

to the other case, I will not discuss it. There is less issue of 
fact in Mr. Eustis's case than any other. That is the case that I think 
ought to have been passed upon at once. It appears to me that he 
has as good a right, as undisputed a right to his seat as any member 
on the Senate floor. I believe it is due to the State, it is due to our 
own obligations to the Constitution to pass upon these cases and pass 
upon them promptly. 

Now, Mr. President, I have given you in brief my reasons for vot- 
ing for this resolution. I believe it ought to pass. I believe the 
Senate ought to take this case in hand. I believe it is no discourtes 
to the committee. As one member of the committee, I am very will- 
ing to be relieved from making a report in a case where there are no 
disputed facts and where there is really nothing to investigate; where 
the parties themselves, by their own printed statements, concur in 
all the facts and there is not a legal proposition that is not very 
simple. I call the questions submitted legal propositions, but they 
are exceedingly simple. There is not a legal proposition in the But- 
ler-Corbin case that a member on this floor will pronounce difticult 
in the slightest degree, and the Senator from Oregon cannot state 
one. There is not a single proposition raised in record which is 
not decided by the law and the precedents, and I believe the entire 
Senate will concur in that fact. There being, then, no issue of fact 
and no | proposition upon which there can be the slightest difi- 
culty, the parties themselves having filed printed briefs, in which they 
concur in every material fact, there being not a single dispute on a 
single material fact, it does seem to me the Senate ought to take up 
the case and dis of it. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, the question before the Senate 
is whether or not the Committee on Privileges and Elections shall be 
disc from the consideration of the South Carolina case, that in 
which Mr. Corbin and General Butler claim the same seat in this 
body. Ido not see how the merits of the Eustis case or what the 
committee has done in reference to the Eustis case have anything to 
do with the question before the Senate. If the case of Corbin and 
Butler is not such a case and has not been so treated as that, on the 
whole, it should be taken from the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections, then this resolution should be defeated; and the question 
as to what has been done in the Eustis case and the question as to 
what the facts are in the Eustis case have nothing whatever to do with 
‘this case before the Senate. But the Eustis case is made a pack-horse 
upon which to load the burden of charges against the committee. 

Now, what has been the action of the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections in reference to all these cases? In the first place, as to the 
Eustis case, the Senator from Ohio yesterday, with a great deal of 
warmth and indignation, charged that the Eustis case been be- 
fore the Committee on Privileges and Elections twenty-two months; 
the Senator from Georgia has said that it has been before the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections nearly a year; and they would 
have you and this Senate suppose that Mr. Eustis had been pressin 
that committee, had been here, had been asking to be heard, an 
that his case had, in fact as well as in theory, been before that com- 
mittee all that time. What are the facts in regard to that case? It 
is true that Mr. Eustis's credentials were presented. It is true that 
after they were presented, and almost as soon as they were presented, 
without asking for a hearing, without asking for the case to be taken 
up, without wishing it, as I know from his own statement to me, he 
left for Louisiana on 1 vate and important business Which required 
his presence there and did not ask that that case be taken up at all. 
If the Committee on Privileges and Elections had taken it up in his 
absence then there would have been a cry that he was persecuted, 
then there would have been a cry that he was deprived of his rights, 
then there would have been a cry from the other side of the Chamber 
that in taking up that case in his absence, when he was necessarily 
detained away, they committed a gross injustice upon him. 

That was the way that case lay until the extra session last March. 
Wh at was done then? My friend, the Senator from Georgia, says, 
and he would give the Senate to suppose, that that case was before 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections for a month at that time, 
because he says that the Senate sat a month, and that the committee 
had the case before it a month. But these cases were before that 
committee at the extra session only five working days. The commit- 
tee was not organized until the 11th, and on the 17th the Senate ad- 
journed. vanes that time the chairman of the committee, as is well 

own, was feeble in health; there was a t pressure of other 
business upon him and upon the members of the committee; there 
was no pressure then to take up either of these cases that I am aware 
of; and the committee worked as diligently as under all the circum- 
stances any member of the Senate could ask of them. 

Mr. H I presume the Senator from New ray) e will agree 
that I moved that the Eustis case be taken up in March, and could 
not get a hearing. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The Kellogg case was taken up in March, and 
the chairman of the committee prepared upon that a report going to 
the prima facie right of the claimant in that case. 
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Mr. HILL. Ves, the Kell 
facie case was considered, 


case was taken up but only the prima 
as soon as that was of I moved 
to take up the Eustis case and could not be heard. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. My friend, the Senator from Georgia, gave the 
Senate to suppose, as I thought, that the committee was derelict in 
its duty in having that case a month before it and not taking action 
thereon, when the fact is that the committee under those eiroum- 
stances had the case before them only five days in which they could 
work, one of the six days being Sunday. How has it been at this 
session? For I do not suppose that there is any member of the Sen- 
ate who expects that the Committee on Privileges and Elections is 
going to sit and consider these cases in the vacation of the Senate. I 

o not suppose that anybody here proposes to charge the committee 
with being derelict in the performance of its duty because not bein 
ordered to do so they do not sit in the vacation and have hearings an 
try causes. At this session the Kellogg-Spofford case was the first 
referred to the committee. It was referred on the 18th of October. 
A meeting was immediately called to proceed with the business upon 
the 19th of October. When the committee met that morning it was 
yet undecided whether or not the Eustis case was going to them at 
all. It was so stated; and it was agreed unanimously to take up the 
Kellogg-Spofford case and consider that. It was voted to notify the 
contestants in that case to appear before the committee to be heard 
on the next Monday morning. They did so appear. Mr. Kellogg 
came there with Ju ge Shellabarger as his counsel ; Mr. Spofford ap- 
peared in his own behalf; and they having popes themselves for 
that hearing, Mr. Kellogg being here at fall as much inconvenience 
as Mr. Butler or anybody else, the committee thought it was their 
duty to proceed with the consideration of a case where they had noti- 
fied the claimants that they would proceed; and I say, as the Senator 
from Georgia has said, that the committee has been prompt and dili- 
gent in the performance of its duty in the consideration of that case, 

My friend the Senator from Delaware said that one week they did 
not sit; but the fact was that —— that week a subcommittee of 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections was considering these 
questions with a view to ascertain upon what facts the parties could 
agree, so as to avoid the necessity of ap further evidence in the 
Louisiana case. That shows the reason why the full Committee on 
Privileges and Elections did not sit. 

The way the Kellogg-Spofford case stands to-day is this: By the 
efforts of the committee and by the diligence of the committee the 
two contestants have been led to as toevery material fact that 
would require further evidence to be taken in the case. They have 
agreed that the evidence now before the Senate shall be taken as 
applicable and as the only evidence to decide the case, and the com 
mittee and the Senate are s tho expense that would have been 
incurred by going to Louisiana to take testimony or sending there 
for witnesses an pers. 

It has been intimated here that a motion was made to send to 
Louisiana for the original returns, and it would seem to be intimated 
that it was a ground of complaint against the committee, because 
they voted down that motion. Why did they do it? Because to 
send there would take some days; and my experience with those 
returns last spring taught me that it would take a week or ten days 
to examine them, and | did believe, and my belief was justified by 
the event, that the parties could be induced to agree upon all the 
material facts involved in the production of those returns without 
losing the time and incurring the expense of sending for them. 
They have done so, and that is the way the Kellogg-Spofford case 
stands. The agreement between the contestants was concluded last 
night, and the case is soon to be disposed of. It will be soon decided, 
because no further evidence is required, and all the material facts 
not in the evidence before the Senate have, as I have said, been 
agreed to. Ah, now, just as the committee is about to decide the 
Kellogg-Spofford case, in comes the resolution of the Senator from 
Ohio asking what? That the Eustis case shall be taken from the 
committee? Not at all. That the Kellogg-Spofford case shall be 
taken from the committee? Not at all; bnt, that the Corbin-Butler 
case shall be taken from the committee. Let me tell you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and this Senate right here that General Butler has never been 
before the Committee on Privil and Elections, nor to any mem- 
ber of that committee, so far as I know, to ask that his case be taken 
up. No intimation was ever given until yesterday that it would be 
taken up. It is true that my friend the Senator from Georgia pro- 
Pee to take up the Eustis case; but no member of the committee 

inted or whispered that the Corbin-Butler case was to be taken up. 
The committee has not considered it. It was not asked to consider 
it. Mr. Butler has never been there, that I am aware of, to ask any 
such thing. Mr. Corbin has been once or twice and asked it. 

Mr. HI Will the Senator from New Hampshire allow me a 
moment? I know he will with me that when I proposed to 
take up the Eustis case as the first case, and it was determined to 
take testimony in the Spofford case, I stated that then the Butler case 
would come in its order; that we would take them in their order. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. That it would come in its order? 

Mr. HILL. After the Eustis case. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Was that any intimation to us that before the 
Eustis case was decided, or acted upon at all, this case would be 
sprung upon the Se totally unprepared for considering the 


nate, 
questions either of law or of fact involved in the ease? Not at all. 
VI——37 


In bringing forward this resolution, the Senator from Ohio asks that 
this all be taken from the committee on the ground that the 
to this case, when 


committee has been guilty of neglect in re; 
it shall be taken up 


neither of these contestants has ever asked 
by the committee, so far as I know. i 

Mr. MITCHELL. If my colleague on the committee will allow me 
a moment, that there may be no misunderstanding, I will state that 
I have no doubt what the chairman of the commi says is entirely 
correct so far as concerns any lication made to the committee. 
In justice, however, to both Mr. Butler and Mr. Corbin, I will state 
that while I was acting chairman of the committee they called on me 
outside of the committee and mado a joint request that the case be 
taken up by the committee as soon as it could possibly do so. I told 
them that so far as I was concerned I would endeavor to get an early 
hearing. But neither of the gentlemen ever appeared before the 
committee, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. So far as I am concerned, I never heard from 
either of the contestants any special request that their case should 
be taken up, nor the intimation that any resolution of this kind would 
be offered in the Senate. I do not think that General Butler believed 
that this committee was proceeding in such a way as to justify him 
in this application. I do believe—and in stating that I will be frank 
that this resolution is offered not because of any neglect of the com- 
mittee, not because he wanted his case considered prior to this time, 
but because at this time he believes there are certain reasons outside 
of the Senate, certain hens outside of the Senate, which may give 
him some advan which perhaps he has not had until now. It 
seems to me that is his reason; and one reason why I say that is 
because this resolution is offered in reference to the Corbin-Butler 
instead of the Eustis case, and while the first has not been pressed 
the last has. s 

The Senator from Georgia says, and he makes it a ground of com- 
plaint against the committee, that they did not consider what had 
occurred in Louisiana since the alleged election of Governor Kellogg, 
as being evidenve, and conclusive evidence which we could not ques» 
tion, as to whether or not the ture that elected Governor Kel- 
logg was the legal Legislature. In taking the view which the com- 
mittee did of that question, they looked at it as lawyers, and I 
believe they looked at it as statesmen. I was in Louisiana at the 
timo when some of these events occurred. I saw an army ing 
the streets. I saw the terror in which the republicans of that State 
were put by the menace of armed foree, the terrroism hanging over 
them night and day like that which brooded over Paris in the first 
revolution. I know that by force, armed force, a of the Packard 

vernment was overcome. Having seen that, having felt that, 

vee that, I could not be true to myself, I could not be true to 
the oath that I have taken here, with my convictions of my duty, if I 
should say that proceedings of that kind and the necessary result 
thereof, foreclosed the right of the Senate to inquire whether or not, 
when Governor Kellogg was elected, he was elected by the Legisla- 
ture which was then the lawful Legislature of the State of Lonisiana, 
although before force and terroism and armed menace it has dis- 
ap like the dew on the momia grass. 
ut the Senator from Georgia says that there is no controversy in the 
Corbin-Butler case between the two contestants. I believe that to be 
a similar delusion to that which occupied his mind in reference to the 
Kellogg-Spofford case, I cannot so say, have had no time 
to examine the Corbin-Butler case; but I procured the brief of Mr. 
Corbin this morning, having glanced over Mr. Butler’s some time ago, 
and I haye not the time to ascertain from it what the real ques- 
tions in dispute are. It seems tome, however, u such examination 
as I have made, that among the questions in te there is this: 
whether or not the election in certain districts or in certain counties 
in South Carolina was a fair and legal election, or whether there were 
such terrorism, such intimidation, and such violence brought to bear 
upon that election as to render it null and void. That I understand 
to be the main question at issue. I may be mistaken, but such is my 
peg USE from the examination which I have been able to make 
of the papers in my hand; and is not that, Mr. President—and I ask 
the Senate to answer—a question of fact? Does it not involve an ex- 
amination, perhaps a long examination, into facts? It seems to me 
that it does, because the question of intimidation, of violence, is pre- 
eminently and only one of fact; and that cannot be properly consid- 
ered by the Senate sitting as it does; it should remain with the com- 
mittee to be determined and to be reported upon. And I need not say 
to the Senate that that committee will re upon the questions 
involved in that case, and all others before it, what it believes to be 
in accordance with the law and the evidence in the case, 

Mr. HOAR, Mr. President, I think a very brief statement will 
satisfy the Senate that it is not because of the delay made by the 
committee in determining the claim of Mr. Kellogg or Mr. Spofford 
to the seat for which they are contesting that this motion is made, 
but, on the contrary, it is because of the speed and diligence and in- 
dustry with which the Committee on Privileges and Elections have 
prosecuted that inquiry and the expectation of an immediate report 
and an early vote thereupon in the Senate that this attempt to pre- 
cede the action of the committee and of the Senate in that case by 
substituting a later case is made. 

Now, two or three things we may take for granted. First, the 
three cases which have been alluded to were fit and proper cases to 
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be considered by a committee., There were 


disputed questions of 
uted questions of fact, and the question whether 

o parties were or were not agreed as to many important facts was 
itself in dispute and required careful and anxious examination. To 
that end the Senate unanimously, or nearly so, and after a considera- 
tion and understanding of the position of each determined to 
send all those cases to a committee. The democratic members of this 
body overruled the desire of the distingni Senator from Maine 
(Mr. BLAINE] that they should be dealt with on facts of public his- 
tory known to all the 33 It is therefore a gross and glaring 
inconsistency on the part of any gentleman who so voted then to un- 

now to say that either of these cases is a case unfit for seru- 

tiny, unfit for examination by the committee, which is the eyes and 

a this body, to deal with questions of fact and law in the first 
ce. 

Another thing may be deemed to be so settled as to conelude gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the Chamber, if they can be concluded by 
a deliberate and solemn action of theirs in regard to an important 
pu lic question; and that is that the action of the Committee on Priv- 

leges and Elections, whieh determined the order in which these cases 
should be dealt with, and held that the Kellogg-Spofford case under 
all circumstances was the one which ought first to be taken up, was 
a fit and proper action, for it was the unanimous action of the com- 
mittee of which the honorable gentleman from Georgia is so distin- 
guished a member. 

Two things, therefore, are clear if the highest authority on this 
je hang fr unanimous judgment, made with knowledge of the fact, 
of the United States Senate can make them clear: First, that it was 
fit and proper that each of these three cases should be considered in 
the first instance by a committee and, second, that it was fit and 
proper as 2 that the Kellogg-Spofford case should be first 
considered. Now, what is the condition of that case? It was a case 
in regard to which undoubtedly there were many facts which had 
been in dispute before the people of the country, and the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections set themselves with so mnch industry 
and with so much efficiency to remove that difficulty that to-day we 
are informed by the honorable chairman of the committee that the 
parties in interest have agreed either upon all the facts in dispute or 
upon all the evidence now in the possession of the Senate upon which 

ose facts are to be found. The committee, I will state—and I do 
not know that it has been stated in this discussion—feeling the im- 
portance of an early settlement of questions which involve the title 
to seats in this body, voted the other day, before this question came 
up, to sit mornings and afternoons both; and it is the present stand- 
ing order of the committee that every day, ten minutes after the 
adjournment of the Senate, in addition to its morning session, the 
committee meet to proceed with this inquiry. 

The case, therefore, is in this condition: The argument of Kellogg 
and of Spofford on all questions of iaw has been made; the com- 
mittee have discussed it among themselves; the evidence is all in, 
and now, the evidence being in and the jury ready to retire and de- 
liberate upon their verdict, the honorable Senators on the other side 
of the Chamber present themselves to ask suddenly to reverse the 
unanimons action of the Senate in which they took part, the unani- 
mous action of the committee in which they took part, and with- 
draw these two other cases from the committee and put the Senate 
without light and without knowledge to the task of dealing with 


them. 

Sir, what is the reason of this? After listening to the long - 
ment made by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. } I fail to di 
cover more than one single reason why he has so suddenly chan; 
his opinion upon these two important questions of policy and of 
propriety of action. It is this, and I pry for a moment the atten- 
tion of the members of the Senate. pray 5 7 785 the attention 
of the distinguished jurist from Illinois, [Mr. Davis, I who has 
recently come to this Senate from another so distinguished sphere of 
duty, to the reason assigned by the honorable Senator from Georgia 
for changing and reversing the opinion upon which he had acted 
thus far. It is the adoption by the Committee on Privil and 
Elections, on 17 Keeper of a resolution which I shall . The 
sole reason in his mind, so far as his long epen has indicated, for 
his remarkable change of front, the astonishment in his mind that 
any mortal man or mortal committee could have adopted this as a 
proposition of law: 

Mr. erie wane the following as a . ie feed ’ 2 
88 in January, 1877, to — „5 5 at that 
time, and that no other authority is competent to determine that question for the 


That is the astonishing legal pro 


ition of constitutional law 
which has so affected the usually c intellect of the honorable 
Senator from Georgia. 


oh arpa Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me a mo- 
men 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. I certainly have expressed no astonishment at any con- 
stitutional or legal proposition contained in the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. I was simply giving to the Senate the facts 
in the history of the case to show that when the committee resolved 
to go into an investigation in the Kellogg-Spofford case, and to go 


law, there were di 
th 


behind the settlement made in Louisiana and reopen that investiga- 
tion, as that would perhaps take a long time and as there wero fre- 
quently days when the committee could not be acting on that case, 
wo 3 then to take up the other cases. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, if gentlemen listened to him, I am 
sure they will agree with me when I say that I do the honorable 
Senator from Georgia no injustice in the statement I have made. He 
read this resolution himself and expressed his astonishment at the 
action of the committee in adopting the resolution, which I respect- 
fully ask leave to read once more. 

Mr. HILL. If the Senator will allow me again, T did not express 
astonishment at any legal proposition in his resolution. I did express 
astonishment that the committee should adopt that resolution and 
8 8 Soar the settlement in Louisiana. 

Peed 0 There was nothing in the resolution but a legal prop- 
sition: 

Resolved, That it becomes in d the validity of an el 
— Senator held in January, int, 10 Laie whe e the lawf 3 


Not who were particular members, but “who were the lawful Legis- 
lature at that time“ 


and that no other authority is competent to determine that question for the 


And the honorable Senator from Georgia added with great fullness 
and repetition his astonishment, as he now has said, that the Senate 
should go behind the settlement of that question made by somebody 
down there, whom he calis the Nicholls legislature, made after that 
date. In other words, what Constitution has the honorable Senator 
from Georgia been reading? What was it that he fancied he and we 
were to support when we took our seats in this body? As I under- 
stand it, the Senate is the sole judge of the elections, qualifications, 
and returns of persons claiming seats here. I have not found any- 
thing of the Packard legislature, or the Kellogg legislature, or of set- 
tlements made in the country, or of bargains, or of successful revolu- 
tions, or of mobs, or of any other authority, either legal, fraudulent, 
or forcible, except the Senate of the United States, which can deter- 
mine that question. 

If a legal Legislature in the State of Louisiana elected a Senator, 
that Senator is the property from that time forward of the whole 
American people. He becomes the Senator from Massachusetts, the 
Senator from Connecticut, the Senator from New York, precisely in 
the same constitutional sense and with the same constitutional func- 
tions as he does the Senator from the State of Louisiana. There is 
but one authority—and that is the authority representing the entire 
American 5 can deal with the question; and it is not in the 
power of anybody to establish through force, or to consent edits 
fear, or even to enact through a fancied or real sense of what public 
policy or public interest may require, anything which may disturb 
that solemn act of the lawful Legislature of the State, which can do 
away with its effect, which can annul its action, or which can take 
from this body its highest constitutional prerogative of determining 
upon the validity of that act. 

Now, sir, the committee adopted ri aly or wrongfully this prop- 
osition, which has so astonished the honorable Senator from Georgia, 
and they proceeded under it to bring the case to an issue, and the 
issue is made up and the argument is over and the evidence is in by 
the consent of the parties, and nothing remains but the work of one, 
two, or three hours, which will be required to examine the evidence 
and to determine upon its legal and constitutional effect, and the 
further time which will be needed to report the result of that exam- 
ination by the committee to the Senate. 

The honorable Senator from ia says that that action of the 
committee ought to be laid aside and another case taken up, or that 
some other case once referred and decided by the Senate to be a 
fit and proper case for reference ought to be withdrawn from the 
committee, becanse, as he underst there is in that case no dis- 
3 question of fact. I have not through the briefs to which 

e alludes. They are briefs of considerable length, raising a great 
many different questions—nice and interesting questions—which arise 
under the constitution of the State of South Carolina; but, as I un- 
derstand, they do put in issue one ve 
and that a question of fact upon whic 
election in Youth Carolina may depend; and it is the question 
whether the election in the Edgefield and Laurens districts in the 
State of South Carolina was a fair, valid, free election, or whether it 
was one the apparent result of which was brought about, as tho 
constitutional board in the State of South Carolina held that it was 
brought about, by grave and serious public crimes; and the further 
very serious question, what may have been the relation to those 
crimes, if they were committed, of one of the gentlemen who now 
presents himself claiming the seat as their result. Ido not agree 
with the honorable Senator from Georgia that there is no question of 
fact in this case which admits or, at least, suggests the necessity of 
FP ken 1 than I 

nt, it was m ve spoken longer than 
intended—to move to lay the resolution on the table. 8 make 
that motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Senator from Massachusetts moves 
that the resolution lie on the table. 


important question of fact, 
the entire validity of that 


. for the yeas and nays; and they were or- 
ered. 

Mr. BAYARD. May I ask the Senator from Massachusetts if he 
will object to minora ring hs motion if I give him the floor for the 

u of renewing it r I shall state my reasons for voting to 
8 the Committee on Privileges and Elections from the con- 
sideration of this case? 

Mr. HOAR. I will certainly accede to the request of the honorable 
Senator from Delaware with that understanding. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Delaware will pro- 


ceed. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the Constitution of the United States 
provides in the most express manner that no State, without its con- 
sent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in this body. Therefore, 
when any State is found to be deficient in the just number of her 
representatives here, it becomes a oe of the very highest priv- 
ilege to that State, and consequently of duty to her sister-States, to 
see that the Constitution in this most important respect is not vio- 
lated. To-dayin the Senate of the United States we have three cases 
of yacant seats which have all been referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. One of these cases is two years old, and it 
has the additional feature of being an uncontested case. The case of 
Mr. Eustis, of Louisiana, has been two years before this Senate, and 
no one but himself has claimed the place to which his credentials 
propose to assign him; 

There are two other cases, one from the State of South Carolina 
and another from the State of Louisiana. The case of Eustis, two 
years ago, was before the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
aud stands there to-day uncontested but unreported. Then come the 
other two, which are each six months old. It seems that the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections saw fit to take up for consideration 
the contested case of Kellogg against Spofford, and by their decisions, 
as has been disclosed in the debate of members of that committee on 
this floor, they have opened up considerations of testimony that 
necessarily took time in order for their investigation. 

Pending that, the case of Butler against Corbin being before it 
equally in point of time and being left undisturbed by the considera- 
tion of the Kellogg which for the purpose of taking testimony 
and arranging dispu facts no longer occupied the time or the 
thonghts of the committee, came naturally and properly up for dis- 
enied that the facts 


cussion, It has been sostated in debate and not 
in the case of Mr. Butler and Mr. Corbin have been a upon and 
in print have been supplied to the committee who have simply to 


draw from those facts deductions of law. 
Mr. HOAR. Will the honorable Senator from Delaware pardon me 
for inquiring if I correctly understood him to say that that had been 
said and not denied: 
Mr. BAYARD. I understand that the case of Butler and Corbin 
has been submitted upon printed arguments in regard to the facts of 
which there is no dispute. 
Mr. HOAR. If the honorable Senator will permit me, the brief of 
Mr. Corbin, which I have not read through but which I have in part 
read, contains assertions in to the legality and the criminal 
roceedings in relation to an election in two districts, upon which 
e claims the whole character of the two legislatures turned; and 

* 1 are not admitted by Mr. Butler, as I understand, but are 
enied. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. And I will state to my friend, the Senator from 
Delaware, that I never before heard such a statement as he has made; 
but I have understood that Mr. Corbin and Mr, Butler wanted to be 
heard before the committee. 

Mr. MITCHELL. There never has been any submission of the case 
before the committee at all. 

Mr. BAYARD. Perhaps, then, I have the advantage of the commit- 
tee that I have read Mr. Corbin’s argument and statement and also 
that of Mr. Butler, both Mr. Butlers original statement and his re- 
joinder to Mr. Corbin; I am also informed it was the joint desire of 
those two claimants that their case should be disposed of upon the 
basis of the printed matters submitted for the consideration of the 
committee; and I was surprised to hear my ted friend from 
New Hampshire say that no application by Mr. Butler had been made 
to the committee that his case should be speedily heard. Mr. Butler 
is under the impression derived from his contestant that the applica- 
tion has been made, and that the committee had been strongly made 
aware of the fact that it was the urgent desire of these two parties 
that their case should be terminated and decided upon the contents 
of the 1 19 submitted by them both. 

But, Mr. President 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I will state here that no such information has 
been given to me at all. I never heard until now that there was any 
such arrangement between the parties, 

Mr. BAYARD. Any statement of facts by the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire to me is sufficient. He will not understand 
that I propose to discuss any question in the Senate without the 


fullest courtesy to him or any member of the committee; but I still 
say to him that it is the firm impression of this contestant that But- 
ler and Corbin were both exceedingly anxious that their case should 
be disposed of, and disposed of according to the facts printed and 
laid before the committee; nud that Mr. Corbin bad ugh’ deed this 

t, and 


wish to the committee aud had so informed Mr. Butler is a 
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„as I am sure Mr. Butler is, to learn that it 


I am therefore su 
never reached the ear of the honorable chairman. 

Bat, Mr. President, the question is, is this case, are these the cir- 
cumstances under which the Senate, using its power and high discre- 


tion that accompanies the possession of such power, will discharge the 
committee for the pu of making a decision itself without their 
report? I remember long ago, during the firat year or very shortly 
after I had the honor of a seat in this Chamber, a case of great impor- 
tance, demanding the gravest deliberation and consideration, being 
nothing less than the readmission of the State of Texas into this Union 
of States aud her representatives to seats as eqaals on this floor, was 
brought before the Senate, and I remember well then how promptly 
it was decided and the action of the overwhelming majority, without 
one word and with scarcely one dissentient vote from the committee 
so discharged in the then dominant party in this Chamber. Í 

On the 15th day of March, 1570, a bill came from the House of 
Representatives readmitting Texas into the Union. It was referred 
at once to the Committee on the Judiciary, composed in large part of 
those distinguished members of this body who to-day compose it. 
On the 28th day of March, thirteen days after its committal, with 
two Sundays intervening, the honorable Senator from Ohio, now the 
Secretary of the Treasury, (Mr. Sherman,) and who was not a mem- 
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary, moved “that the Committee 
on the Judiciary be discharged from the farther consideration of the 
bill to admit the State of Texas with a view to immediate action.” | 
The motion was submitted, and upon the objection of Mr. Vickers, of 
Maryland, one of the minority, it lay over for one day. Even on that 
day a motion was made by a Senator from Pennsylvania, Mr. Cam- 
eron, to take up the question, but it was not done. On the day fol- 
lowing, the 29th of March, Mr. Sherman promptly brought up his 
resolution, and despite a call for yeas and nays and the evident indis- 
poeton and opposition of the chairman of the committee, Mr. Tram- 

uli, of Illinois, by a vote of 39 yeas to 15 nays, the motion was car- 
tied and the bill was ordered before the Senate. 

The haste was so great that the original bill itself was not even 
pion It was in the committee-room, and the fact being noted 

find that I asked whether a single objection would prevent the 
present consideration of the bill. The Chair answered that it would, 
and I made the objection. Mr. Sherman replied—I read from page 
2272 of the Congressional Globe of that year: 

My honorable friend from Delaware probably does not understand it. The only 
— is whether the Secretary read from the printed copy or the paper 

wn in the committee room. 

The haste was great enough to provent even the official paper from 
being produced. Upon that I made my objection that it was a vio- 
lation, as [understood it, “of all the traditions of the body in respect 
to its method of conducting business” thus to deprive a committee 
without notice of the control of a subject which had been placed 
under their charge, and I will read the answer of the then Vicé-Pres- 
ident, Mr. Colfax : 

It will not throw the bill over until to-morow— 

That is the objection I proposed to make. 

The committees of the Senate are subject to its instruction.. All parliamentary 
bodies have the power of control over their committecs, if they see fit to exercise 
it. Whether rightly or wrongly, the Senate has exercised that authority in this 
case. The engrossed bill has just been received and is now before the Senate. 

And the Senate proceeded immediately and without debate and 
without the aid of a single member of the Judiciary Committee, by 
a vote of 47 to 11, having dischar. the committee from further con- 
sideration of the case, to pass the bill and admit the State of Texas. 
And two days afterward appeared the two Senators, Messrs. Hamil- 
ton and Flanagan, and they were sworn in without objection, and 
continued during their respective terms here in the Senate. 

Mr. President, that was a precedent set by this body in the pleni- 
tude of its power under an overwhelming republican majority, upon 
but a few days’ consideration of this most important subject, the 
restoration of a great community to political relations with the Union 
which had been so rudely broken and dissevered; a subject commit- 
ted to gentlemen high in confidence, high in political and party 
standing and personal character, and yet not one word then was 
uttered by any member of the committee of d t to them, of 
haste, or any unseemly disregard of their wishes or convenience; but 
in an interval to be counted by days, not weeks, they were di 
sessed of their control over the subject, and the bill became a law 
without the vote of one member of that committee in assent. 

In the present case what have wef Texas was not a State in the 
Union according to the theory of those who legislated then in regard 
to the subject; she had not by their theory any right whatever to 
an equal suffrage in this body; and yet in t case there was 

t and sudden haste to readmit her Representatives upon this 

oor and to re-establish her as a State of the Union. In the present 
case what are the facts? Carolina is and has been since 1807 a State 
in this Union, and has had Representatives on this floor and an equal 
su according to the forms of law in this body; but since last 
March she has been deprived of it. The last session continued from 
the 5th of March to the 17th; the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions were in charge of the case a longer time six months ago than 
was given by the Senate to the Judiciary Committee in 1870 to con- 
sider the readmission of Texas; and at the present session, coni- 
mencing on the 15th of October, we find ourselves on the 2ist of 
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to the state- 
ttee, the bare 
reading of the printed arguments and statements laid before them by 
the two contestants, who are both urgent to have their case settled 


November and yet no step taken; not even, aceordi 
ment of the honorable Senators who form the com 


upon what appears there. 
Now, Mr. President, I do not desire to any point of contest ; 
I do not desire to suggest anything like discourtesy or disrespect to 


the members of that committee; but I do suggest to the Senate and 
the country the right of the State of South Carolina to have her equal 

on this floor, of which for six months she has been deprived 
without her consent. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, we hear daily appeals to our fellow-coun- 
trymen to stand by their honorable obligations; we hear ony calls 
upon the men of the South and West for their absolute and full per- 
formance of honorable obligation for the credit of our country. Is 
our national honor to be restricted to pecuniary obligations, or shall 
it not extend to that good faith which should pervade all men’s trans- 
actions and characterize all their affairs and dealings? With what 
face can it be that communities are deprived of their just rights on 
this floor, deprived of that equal in the Senate which the 
Constitution that we all have sworn to support makes it expressly 
our duty to secure to them? With what face can we exclude their 
representatives and in the same breath turn to their people and say, 
Support at any cost the pecuniary obligations and financial honor 
of your Government?” 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I should like toask my friend the Senator from 
Delaware whether in his opinion our duty now to admit Senators 
e te is paramount to our duty to ascertain who are the 

nators 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator I suppose meant South Carolina; bu 
it is the same thing whether it is Louisiana or Carolina. I consider 
that the Senate is to-day and the econty is to-day in possession of 
that amount of knowl: which should thoroughly instruct their 
consciences how to vote upon these questions. Itis for the purpose 
of obtaining the decision of the Senate that this motion has been 
made. We consider that delay should not longer be permitted; and 
that even if it be the opinion of the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire that longer time is still needed, that is a question in re- 
gard to which the majority of the Senate must decide—having al- 
Pegi M I conceive abundant information to warrant their coming 
to a decision. 


Sir, I e of this ap to the sense of honorable obligation of 
all men ughout this land to stand together as one man wherever 
American credit or honor was concerned, I should feel it a reproach 


to orjaa to my countrymen a doubt of such fidelity on their part, 

and I feel that when I have done, so far as I may, and the Govern- 

ment of the United States in all its branches has performed its full 

obligations by them, then comes the right of reproach in case there 
be any default, but not until then. 

Mr. President, this is a question not to be argued on mere techni- 
cality. I have not referred to the legal facts of this case nor touched 
upon the merits. I simply have asked for the decision; and I think 
I have said enough and I think the country nizes that there is 
in fact enough known of these transactions in South Carolina to war- 
rant the Senate in coming without further delay to a decision of this 
ease. Honorable Senators from the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections have by their debates on this floor shown us that there are 
two parties in that committee; I mean two sides of thought and opin- 
ion on this subject; that it is not the unanimous voice of this com- 
mittee that pro to retain this case longer for its consideration ; 
and I submit that under this division 2 65 gment in the committee 
itself the time has come when this y may, with justice to the 
committee, with all courtesy to the committee, in conformity with 
the usages of this body, in recognition of the existing state of facts in 
the country, come now to a decision of these contested-election cases, 
certainly of these two, in one of which, Mr, Eustis’s, there is no con- 
test whatever, and in the other, Mr. Butler's, where the facts regard- 
3 contest may arise have been stated in writing and agreed 
to by both parties to the contest. 

For the elucidation of truth, for tho investigation of testimony, for 
the taking of testimony to discover facts, of course time is required; 
and while that is pending in the case of Mr. Spofford, I have nothing 
to say beyond pressing constantly upon the committee the justice 
and the necessity for speedy report. Where the reason has ceased 
to exist, the law ceases, is a maxim old and just; and so I hold in 
this case where all the reason that ever did exist for the delay before 
the Senate came to the vote has away, we are justified, and I 
trust a majority of the Senate will be found to-day declaring that 
we are justified in deciding on tbis case by the light of the facts be- 
fore them not cep uted on either side by the two contestants, 

Mr, T , Mr. HOAR, and others addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Massachusetts 
yield further? 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish the Senator would permit me to inquire 
whether the motion to lay on the table has been withdrawn. 

Mr. HOAR. I made the motion to lay on the table. The Senator 
from Delaware asked me to withdraw it that he might state his views, 
with the statement that at the close of his speech he would see that 
I had an o 8 to rene w it. 

Mr. BA I did; and I meant to yield the floor to the Senator 
that he should renew the motion if he desired to do so. 


Mr. be iar Undoubtedly, but I ask him to withdraw it for a 
momen 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have never, in the eight years 
of experience that I have had in this body, known a motion to lay a 
resolution or bili on the table made by an opponent of that reso- 
lution or bill until the mover of the resolution or bill had been 
heard in answer to the objections that had been urged against it. I 
think it is the parliamentary usage that the mover of a resolution 
shall, in familiar phrase, close the debate; not an absolute right to 
say that nobody is to speak after him, but that the opportunity shall 
be afforded him to reply to those who have objected to his resolution 
or motion; and this is the first time in eight years’ ience that 
ever I have known that right or privilege of the mover of a resolu- 
tion interfered with by a motion to lay it upon the table. I desire 
to say something in reply to what has said, but, if this motion 
is to be made to cut me off, then I must submit to my fate. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I had supposed that the parliamentary 
usage in regard to such matters applied to the mover of the princi 
measure, for instance à bill introduced. I did not understand that 
any gentleman who made any incidental motion in regard to a gen- 
eral subject, like the present motion to discharge a committee, was 
entitled to close debate on the question before that particular inci- 
dental motion could be disposed of. ButI accept very cheerfully the 
interpretation which comes from the t experience and authority 
of the honorable Senator from Ohio, and I certainly will not make 
the motion after his intimation without his having an opportunity 
to speak. I desire 
| Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Ohio says that I sometimes 
rise to a question of order. I am compelled to rise to a question of 
order now. The proceeding of this day has been very extraordinary 
to those who have had no more experience here than has been mine. 
We have listened to altercations between Senators as to what took 
place in committee, as to what they said there in the unguarded con- 
versations of committees, as to what persons not of the committee at 
all said; and some Senators have been kind enough to inform the 
Senate, in the very words, and with the intonation and the emphasis 
what was saidin committee. Itsounded very strangely to my ears. 
had read in a number of books treating of parliamentary law the em- 
phatic disapproval which they had expressed of such practices. 

I had heard in the House of Representatives, as you have heard, 
Mr. President, oftentimes, some member betrayed into the inadver- 
tence of a paning allusion to something that had Happo. in com- 
mittee, and I had seen the I ee decorum of that y asserted 
very emphatically, and I had heard the allusion withdrawn and seen 
it stricken from the record. But here Senators have been holding 
high altercation as to what did or did not take place in committee. 
Afterward a Senator moves to lay this resolution on the table, en- 
tirely as I must think, with great deference to the Senator from Ohio 
within the usages and proprieties of the Senate, for never before did 
I hear that a member representing no committee, making no re 
but of his own motion as a Senator introducing a resolution inci- 
dental to 5 already in charge of a committee, and a resolution 
antagonistic . therefore as a matter of jnrisdiction drew to him- 
self those attributes which made him the moyer authorized to close 
the debate as the organ of a committee is authorized to close a de- 
bate arising upon a measure which he has been charged to report. 
I say in the hearing of the older Senators that I never heard that 
claimed before during ten years while I have had the honor to serve in 
this body. If the honorable Senator from Ohio will cite an instance in 
which, in my presence or his, that has been held to be established 
by the usage or the courtesy of the Senate, I will bow, and bow in 
confusion, in the presence of such an example. ' 
- But, Mr. President, when this motion was made to lay this resolu- 
tion on the table, a Senator—I was that Senator—demanded the yeas 
and nays. The yeas and nays were ordered. The rule of the Senate 
declares that after that no Senator can withdraw that motion. No 
Senator has withdrawn it. No Senator, I think, will withdraw it, 
because it will be within the province of every other Senator to in- 
sist upon the observance of the rule, and I hope there will he found 
some member of the body who, in the language of parliamentary 
bodies, will demand that the House proceeding to execute an order 
ghall execute it. The order now being executed is to ascertain the 
sense of the Senate upon laying this resolution upon the table. The 
Senator from Delaware received unanimous consent, as matter of 
courtesy, to submit his remarks; bat his remarks did not overthrow 
the rules of the Senate nor displace this substantive motion tolay this 
whole subject upon the table, nor the rule of the Senate which says 
that the yeas and nays having been ordered by one-fifth it is beyond 
the power of any Senator to withdraw the pending question. N 

Now, Mr. President, for one I want to see the sense of the Senate 
taken as early as possible upon what I may say, steadfastly avoiding 
entering into this debate, I must regard as very extraordinary 
motion, very extraordinary in point of time and circumstance, to 
dismiss from the consideration of this subject a committee which, 
according to the concurrent statement on all hands, has never yet 
considered and has never been able to consider 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr, President, I rise to a question of order now, 
I understand the Senator from New York to say that the motion to 
lay on the table cannot be withdrawn, the yeas and nays having 
been ordered. Then he has no right to discuss my resolution, 
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Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the Senator never was more right 
than he is now, and I take my seat. I congratulate him on his di 


covery. - 
Mr. THURMAN. The Senator is the rules of order him- 


cs ca stating a usage that I have never known to exist in the 
Sen e TETA - 
Mr. CONKLING. Now, Mr. President, I call the Senator to order, 


for like other t reformers and teachers he is violating his own 
rule announced by himself. 
The VICE-P. IDENT. The debate proceeds by unanimous con- 


sent of the Senate, 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. CONKLING. I hope not. Let us vote on this motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Ohio that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. $ 

Mr. BAYARD. Mir. President, I ask the consent of the Senate to 
ascertain whether my obligation to the Senator from Massachusetts, 
who yielded me the floor for the purpose of submitting my reasons 
why I should vote for the resolution of the Senator from Ohio, has 
been fulfilled? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly it has. 

Mr. BAYARD. That is what I wish to know, because, if he desires 
to renew the motion to lay this on the table—— 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that the obligation of the Senator from 
Delaware to me has been fulfilled perfectly in all respects. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion that the 
Senate now proceed to the consideration of executive business, upon 
which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

é „(When his name was called.) I am paired on all 
political questions with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. RAN- 
80M.] I suppose this is regarded as one of that character, and there- 
fore I decline to vote. 

Mr, CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (when his name was called.) I am 

aired on all poua questions with the Senator from New York, [ Mr. 

ERNAN.] He and I agreed that we would select the Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] as umpire. If the Senator from Delaware 
will-say that a motion to proceed to the consideration of executive 
business is a political greeter, I shall decline to vote. 

Mr, CO ING. Thisis all outof order. The roll is being called. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I vote nay. 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. FERRY, ] who has been called home, If I 
were not paired, I should vote in the afirmative. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG, (after having voted in the affirmative.) Iam 
paired with the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB,] and I wish to 
witbdraw my vote, 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I desire, with the permission of 
the Senate, to withdraw my vote on account of my pair with the 
Senator from New York, [Mr. KERNAN.] 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The votes of the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. ARMSTRONG] and the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERON] 
will be regarded as withdrawn, unless objection be made. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to take this occasion to say that my col- 
league [Mr. BLAINE] is paired with the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. 
GROVER.] They are both absent. That pair, I suppose, will remain 
during the session, 

Mr, COCKRELL, I do not vote, because I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] and I see that others are not 
voting who are paired in the same way. We are paired on political 
questions, and I presume, as the votes have been cast here, this 
would be considered a little political. [Laughter. 

The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Coke, Conover, Davis of Illinois, 
Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, 
Johnston, Jones of Florida, Lamar, 1 McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon, 
ee 0 dolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voor! ees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers— 


— 7 . 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Booth, Bruce, B eron of Pennsylvania, 
Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, ‘oar, Howe, Ingalls, Jones 
of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMi Matthews, Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby. dock, 
Rollins, Sargent, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, Wadleigh, and Windom—29. 

ABSENT— Messrs. Anthony, Armstrong, Blaine, Cameron of Wisconsin, Cock- 
eed eee Ferry, ver, y, Patterson, Plumb, Ransom, and 


So the Senate determined to proceed to the consideration of exec- 
utive business. 


THE SILVER DOLLAR. 


Mr. ALLISON. Before the doors are closed I ask leave to report a 


bill. The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No, 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the standard silver dol- 
lar, and to restore its legal-tender character, report it with sundry 
amendments. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. McMILLAN. I move that the Senate 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from esota moves that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 
Mr. WALLACE, ill the Senator give way until I can get leave 
to introduce a bill : 
Mr. McMILLAN. I do not yield. 
ajo VICE-PRESIDENT. It is moved that the Senate do now 
ourn. 
he question being put, a division was called for, 
a RANDOLPH. . President, are we in executive session or 
no 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Weare not. The Senate is dividing on 
a motion to adjourn. 
Mr. GORDON. There are a number of us here who do not under- 
stand the question. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motionis that the Senate do now 


journ. 
he motion was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 31, noes 
pea RS (at three o’clock and fifty minutes p. m.) the Senate ad- 
ourn 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, November 21, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I desire to move to go into Committee of the 
Whole for the consideration of the deficiency bill. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for a mo- 


ment, 
Mr. SINGLETON, I will do so. 
DESERT LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. lI ask unanimous consent to present at this time 
resolutions of the board of supervisors of Kern County, Californi 
relative to the desert-land-act. And asa matter of interest to mysel 
and my colleagues I ask that these resolutions be printed in the 
RECORD, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The resolutions are as follows : 

Whereas differences of opinion exist with reference to the merits of an act of 
Con entitled An act to provide for the sale of desert lands in certain States 
and Territories,” approved March 3, 1877; and whereas in our opinion many sales 
criticisms have been uttered the said act, and believing it is our pri ege 
to give expression to our estimate of the p! to be attained thereby, we, the 
board of supervisors of the County of Kern, State of California, do resolve: 

1. ee eee act as wise and beneficent and calculated to 
add a to the wealth, population, and prosperity of our oai 

2. t large tracts of land, surveyed twenty years ago by the Government 
officers of the United States, are now lying vacant, unfit for cultivation or habita- 
tion, and are not likely to be entered under the pre-emption or homestead laws, but 
under the provisions of the said desert-land act may be reclaimed and brought 
under cultivation, and thereby furnish homes for thousands of people, and add 
largely to the taxable property of the county. 

3. That a copy of these resolutions be furnished to the honorable Secretary of 
the Interior, to the honorable Commissioner of the General Land Office, and to the 
honorable Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

Indorsed : Filed November 8, 1877, F. W. Craig. clerk. A ved and ordered 
that within resolutions be spread upon the minutes, William Lightner, chairman 
of the board.” 

STATE or CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF KERN, ss: 

I, F. W. Craig, county clerk, and ez oficio clerk of the board of supervisors of 
Kern County, hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the original 
resolutions now on file in my office. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the county court of said county this 12th day 


of November, 1877. 
[seaL.] F. W. CRAIG, Olerk. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BUCKNER. Irise to a personal explanation. Upon examin- 
ation of the RECORD this morning, I find that I am reported as ab- 
sent and not yoting on the final paaa? of the joint resolution in 
relation to the Paris exposition which was passed yesterday by the 
House. I was here and voted in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that as it appeared to be 
probable there would be a close vote two tallies were kept by the 
clerks. The Chair is informed by the clerks that the name of the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER] is not on either tally list of 
members voting. That shows the importance of listening to the roll 
of names when read by the Clerk, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to introduce a bill for reference. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] that he withdraw his motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole and allow the Chair to receive propositions 
for reference, &c., that may give rise to no discussion. 
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Mr. SINGLETON. I will do so. 


GAS-WORKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. WOOD, by unanimous consent, ‘introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


1527) providing for a general law authorizing any person or persons 
to establish gas-works in the District of Columbia under restrictions; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


REMISSION OF DUTIES, 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 49) in regard to remission of duties; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT COLES. à 

Mr. CUMMINGS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1528) for the relief of Robert Coles; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. i 

BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, by unanimons consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1529) to amend title 61 of the Revised Statutes in rela- 
tion to bankruptcy ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr, GIBSON, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 50) authorizing and directing the President to appoint a 
commission to pate for the Toora oyi of tbe Mississippi River; 
which was a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Levees and the Improvement of the Mississippi River, and ordered to 
be printed. 

TONES BAYOU. 

Mr. GIBSON also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1530) appropriating $7,500 to reimburse certain citizens of Louis- 
jana, who pi patite t amount to the Government work of Tones 
Bayou; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be priuted. 

SYLVANUS SANDFORD. 

Mr. RYAN (by i, ar Poca nae a bill (H. R. No. 1531) for the 
relief of Sylvanus Sandford; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 


printed. 
EUGENE DURNIN. 


Mr. QUINN, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, anthorized and 
directed to pay to Eugene Durnin the sum of $94.56, balance due him for services 
for the month of October, 1877, in the Doorkeeper's department, and charge the 
same to the contingent fund of the House of Representatives. 


ACCOUNTS OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. BUTLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R, No. 
1532) to provide a method for the settlement and adjustment of the 
accounts of the attorney of the United States for the District of 
Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
ROBERT PEYSERT. 


Mr. BRIDGES, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


1533) for the relief of Robert Peysert; which was read à first and 
scone time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WASHINGTON MARKET COMPANY. 


Mr. HENDEE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1534) to amend the act entitled “An act to incorporate the Washing- 
ton Market Company ;” which was read a first and second time. 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 

THOMAS T. STEWART. 

Mr. HENDEE also, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1535) granting a pension to Thomas T. Stewart, late private Com- 
pany D, Sixth Vermont Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

WASHINGTON MARKET COMPANY, 
Mr. HENDEE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1536) in relation to the affairs of the Washington Market Com- 
y; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
SOUTH WASHINGTON RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Mr. HENDEE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1537) amendatory of the act to incorporate the Capitol, North O 
street and South Washington Railway Company; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

PAY OF HOUSE EMPLOYÉS. 
Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, by unanimous consent, submitted 


the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee of 
Accounts: es. + k 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, directed to pay Will- 
iam H. Prescott for services rendered in the engineer's department eor A the 
months of April, May, and June, 1877, at the rate of $100 per month, 

Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, also, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Accounts: 

That Frank A be, and he is “ 
eee . — an — hereby, continued in the service of 
POST-OFFICE BUILDING AT SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. DAVIS, of California, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1538) to provide for the purchase of a site and commence- 
ment of a building for the post-oflice at San Francisco, California; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. i 


REBECCA SANDERS. 


Mr. ROBBINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1539) to pay arrears of pension to Rebecca Sanders, of North Caro- 
lina; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN F. FOARD. 
Mr. ROBBINS (by rogne also introduced, by unanimous consent, 
a bill (H. R. No. 1540) for the relief of John F. Foard; which was 
tead a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
MIAMI INDIAN LAND, KANSAS. 


Mr. HASKELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1541) to provide for the sale of the land of the Miami Indians in 
Kansas; which was read a firat and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


FUNDING AND REDEMPTION OF UNITED STATES NOTES. 

Mr. HASKELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1542) to provide for the tanig and redemption of United 
States notes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lask unanimousconsent to submit a resolution. 

Mr. KNAPP. I insist upon the regular order. 

Mr, SAYLER. I understand that unanimous consent was given to 
the introduction of these propositions, and the gentleman has no 
right now to demand the regular order. 

he SPEAKER. There was no order made by unanimons consent. 
The Chair merely asked the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLE- 
TON] to yield that these bills and resolutions might come in by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. SINGLETON. So far as I am concerned I have no objection. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. In regard to the resolution I wish to state 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot recognize the gentleman to 
make any statement. The regular order is demanded. Does the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Knapp] waive that demand to allow the 
resolation of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] to be 
introduced ? 

Mr. KNAPP. I insist on the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON ] 
is recognized. 

ERROR IN ENROLLMENT. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I think I am privileged to make a report from 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills, which is authorized to report at any 
time, I find in an enrolled bill of last session an error, The error 
consists in the omission of two clerks of class 1. 

The SPEAKER. Is the error in the enrolled bill or in the law? 

Mr. HAMILTON, It is in the bill as it both Houses. 

The SPEAKER. That is a law, and the error cau only be remedied 


by the Ay of a new law. 

Mr. HAMILTON, The bill passed both Houses; and in the enrolled 
bill the amonnt of the appropriation is correct; but there is an omis- 
sion of two clerks of class 1. I tfally beg leave to refer this 
matter again to the Committee on Appropriations, so that they may 
investigate and report to the House. 

The SPEAKER. This is not a privileged matter; it involves a 
change of existing law. 

Mr. HAMILTON. But, Mr. Speaker, there has been an appropria- 
tion made; and there is nobody to receive it. 

The SPEAKER. The error, whatever it may be, is in the law, which 
can only be changed by the passage of a new law. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I desired toask the Committee on Appropriations 
to look into the matter and see whether these two clerks of class 1 
should be provided for. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Uniou for the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 

viations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
une 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes. I do not 
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deem it necessary that we discus- 


should spen: general 
sion of this bill; I think that the debate under the five-minutes rule 


d any time in 


will be sufficient. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope that the 
the general debate at this time. 
can at any time move that the 
may close debate. 5 

The SPEAKER. The 1 from Mississippi, pending the 
motion to go into C ttee of the Whole, moves to limit general 
debate to what time? 


Mr. SINGLETON. Thirty minutes. 

The motion of Mr. SINGLETON that all general debate in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the deficiency appropriation bill be limited to 
thirty minutes was to. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to reserve all points of order. 

Mr. CLYMER. They have all been reserved. 

Mr. FOSTER. Before the House goes into the committee, Mr. 
Speaker, I desire to report back from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions an executive document, and to move that the committee be 
discharged from its further consideration and that it be referred to 
the Committtee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. That requires unanimous consent,and as the gen- 
tleman from Illinois insists on his demand for the regular order of 
business, the effect of which cuts off any other business than the reg- 
ular order, the Chair does not think he would be right in recognizing 
the gentleman from Ohio for any such report. 

Mr. FOSTER. But this is a report from the Committee on Appro- 

riations. 
= Mr. e e Is the proposition to limit general debate to five 
minutes 

The SPEAKER. The House has ordered the general debate to be 
limited to thirty minutes. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of tho Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. WRIGHT in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under an order of the House the committee 
now ee to the consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 1526) to pro- 
vide for deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the Gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, 
and for other p on which general debate has been limited to 
thirty minutes. The bill will be read for information. 

S 5 SINGLETON. I move to dispense with the first reading of the 
ill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Iwill take a few minutes to explain the pro- 
visions of the bill. 

The first provision in this bill, Mr. Chairman, is for the payment of 
certain claims against the United States upon which judgments haye 
been rendered, Some of them have been determined by the Court of 
Claims and no appeal has been taken, and otbers have gone to the 
Supreme Court and judgment entered by said court in favor of the 
claimants. We had a list of these judgments before us, and, as there 
are no appeals pending in the cases which we propose to pay, there is 
no reason existing why we should not pay them. When we come to 
consider that section of the bill under the five-minutes rule, if any 
further explanation is needed, it will be given by some member of 
the committee. It has been usual to make an appropriation in gross 
for the 8 of judgments which might be rendered against tho 
United States. These appropriations have been made in advance. 
We failed to do so, however, at the last session of Congress, and 
these judgments are now in full force and unpaid, and it becomes 
our duty to provide forthem. This, I will state, is the main feature 


of the bill. 

The next is an appropriation for the Library of Congress. Those 
of you who have visited the Library have seen the accumuħtion of 
unbound documents there to be found, 

Mr. CALKINS. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Certainly. 

Mr. CALKINS. I wish to ask whether there is any claim involved 
in that paragraph where the time has not yet run for an appeal to 
the Supreme Court :? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Not one, sir. 

Mr. CALKINS. The time has expired. 

Mr. SINGLETON, In every case. 

Mr. CALKINS, I desire to offer an amendment to that section. 

Mr. SINGLETON. We have a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the subject speaking specifically on that point. 

Mr. EDEN. I notiee an appropriationis made for Thomas W. Kelly. 
It seems the judgment in that case was rendered in 1870, but I observe 
it is not in the estimate. I should like to have an explanation why 
it is inclnded. 

Mr. SINGLETON. That was put into the list on account of a 
special letter from the Secretary of the Treasury recommending it 
should be done. 

To return to the Library appropriation. Those of you who have 
been in the Lib: of Congress must have noticed the accumulation 
of newspapers an riodicals which are yet unbound. It becomes 


tleman will not ask to cut off 
it should be prol too far, he 
rise in order the House 


necessary ; it should be done or they will be fit for nothing but waste 


The next paragraph is for indexing laws, documents, and debates 
of Congress. That work is in a state of forwardness and is deemed 
absolutely , from the fact we have sixteen hundred volumes 


For the Treasury artment we provide a deficiency in this bill 
for fuel, light, sais cin Sg for public buildings, which have been rec- 
ommended by the Secretary of the Treasury as indispensable. 

It will be found upon looking over the bill that it is not necessary 
to make remarks upon each item mentioned in it, as they explain 
themselves, They have been estimated for by the Department and 
laid before us with explanations, afterward scrutinized by subcom- 
nt eee there is no reason, we conceive, why they should not be 
allow: 

We provide an appropriation for compensation to postmasters te 
the extent of $581,681.27, to supply ee for the years 1876 and 
1877. The money is not to be taken out of the Treasury; it has been 
already appropriated and stands to the credit of the Post-Office De- 
partment, and this is bnt a reappropriation, partly for the service of 
1876 and the balance for 1877. Although this amount, $581,681.27, 
was appropriated for the Post-Office De t and has not been 
used, yet under an act of 388 all unexpended balances in any of 
the Departments at the end of each fiscal year are covered back into 
the Treasury unless otherwise provided by law. This fund therefore 
is reappropriated. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I ask my colleague to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Certainly. 

Mr. BLOUNT. My colleague speaks of this being a deficiency for 
the year 1876 and the year 1877. I want to ask him if the deficiency 
for 1877 did not grow out of the new law in regard to the payment 
of postmasters, which was a matter of calculation and a good deal 
of it of conjecture, so that it was impossible to ascertain absolutel 
what the amount was. I ask him if the appropriation was not b 
on a caleulation made by the Committee on Appropriations at the 
last Con and by the House? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Yes, sir. The change in the law made it abso- 
lutely impossible for us to know exactly what amonnt should be 
appropriated. 

. BLOUNT. And the deficiency for the year 1876 being a defi- 
ciency in the appropriation made by the Forty-third Congress makes 
up the larger portion of this item—does it not? 

Mr. SINGLETON. The larger portion of the deficiency belongs to 
1876, for which the Forty-third Congress provided, and not to 1877. 

Mr. EDEN. Can the gentleman from Mississippi give the amounts 
of the deficiencies for these respective years? 

Mr. SINGLETON. As I have said the larger proportion of this defi- 
ciency occurred in the year 1876. It is an amount of something like 
$400,000. I have not the figures before me at this moment but I will 
get them, and when we proceed to the consideration of the bill under 
the five-minutes rule I will then answer the gentleman from Illinois. 
A considerable portion of the amount sought to be appropriated by 
this bill is to pay certam clerks and employés of this House under 
resolutions which have been passed fixing the amount, and we have 
no discretion about it; the House has already declared that these 
employés should be paid certain sums and we simply et the 
amounts, as will be found by an examination of the bi 

Mr. LEONARD. Lobserve an appropriation to defray the expenses 
of delegates to be sent to represent the United States in the interna- 
tion postal congress. I wish to ask the tleman whether the Ex- 
ecutive has been anthorized to appoint these delegates? There is a 
provision in the bill providing for their pay. Is there any law pro- 
viding for their ap [otment f 

Mr. SINGLETON. Iam not certain whether there has been any 
law passed or not; but it is known to us that a few years ago we had 
just such a congress as this at Berne, Switzerland, and it was con- 
— that very important results flowed from it to the United 

tates. 

Mr. CLYMER. If my colleague will it me, I will state in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. LEONARD] that the con- 
vention held at Berne in 1874 adjourned to meet in Paris in 1878 on 
the same terms as those of the Berne convention. The President of 
the United States at that time was authorized to appoint commis- 
sioners to that convention, and under the same law it is provided 
that he can appoint commissioners to the coming convention. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. When was that law passed f 
„Mr. CLYMER. The convention met in 1874. The law was passed ` 
prior to that. 

Mr. WADDELL. The appropriation for payment of postmasters’ 
salaries is to come from unexpended balances of appropriations for 
deficiencies in the Post-Office Department. I understand that that 
does not touch the surplus fund left over for the star service. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Not at all. 

I come now, Mr. Chairman, to the appropriation under the head of 
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War Department for “collection and payment of bounty ze- 
money, and, other. sinima af eolored. ecldisrs. apd sailors”. ii oon- 
nection with the operations of the Freedmen’s Bureau there was an 
act of Congress which provided that these colored soldiers and sailors 
should not be paid as white soldiers and sailors were paid. They 


were deemed to be ignorant and unlettered and it was found that in 
the collection of bounties and pensions a t deal of fraud 
was practiced upon them. In order to prevent this, agents were 


appointed to hunt up these men, identify them, and see that the 
money was paid to them. Congress went so far as to pass an act 
dec that the agents and attorneys employed for the collection 
of bounty, prize-money, &c., should only receive a certain amount 
for their services; but the law was evaded ina t many cases 
and very often these payments did not go to the beneficiaries at all, 
but fell into the hands of attorneys and agents. Congress deemed it 
necessary, therefore, in order to protect these colored soldiers and 
sailors, to have special agents employed to go out and hunt them up, 
and agencies for this purpose were established at New Orleans, 
Louisville, Kentucky, and at another point which I do not remem- 
ber at this moment. 

The Freedmen’s Bureau, as you know, was a failure, and every part 
and parcel of the law establishing it was repealed except that por- 
tion which relates to these agencies. It has been a greet expense 
to the Government to hunt up these colored soldiers and sailors, and 
it has not always resulted beneficially, although I think a great deal 
of good has been done by it. We propose now to appropriate $10,000 
for the purpose of winding up these agencies and to provide that 
hereafter bounty, prize-money, and other claims shall be paid to col- 
ored soldiers precisely as they are paid to white soldiers. We think 
the sum is le for the purpose, 

Mr. BANNING. Will the gentleman yield te me for a question? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BANNING, It is well known to all that while the payments 
were made by the Freedmen’s Bureau to the colored soldiers they were 
often rob of what they should have received. Since the transfer 
to the War Department they have been very satisfactorily paid. 
There has been no complaint. They have got their prize-money and 
bounties, and all have satisfi Now the Department to which 
it is pro d to transfer this duty has, as I understand, already all 
the work it can do, The Adjutant-General’s Department has charge 
of and understands this matter, and I wish to ask the gentleman from 
3 if there is any good reason for transferring the work from 
where it is now to another Department ? 

Mr. SINGLETON. None, except that it is a very expensive opera- 
tion for the Government to continue these agencies and we deem it 
altogether unnecessary. We think these colored men may be paid in 
future precisely as the white soldiers are now paid. 

I will state that the gentleman is mistaken in supposing that every- 
thing has been done under the new arrangement that should have 
been done. I confess that the state of affairs has been improved 
greatly, and that the celored soldiers and sailors have been benefited, 
and benefited very greatly by it. But notwithstanding all the facts 
of the case as to improved service, the agents have sometimes been 
untrustworthy, and instead of allowing any one else to plunder theso 
soldiers they have done it themselves. 

Mr. BANNING. It is now done under General Vincent, an officer 
of the Army who receives a salary. I do not see how the expense can 
have been increased much, if any. And any benefit arising from 
toie ayalo is in favor of the colored soldiers, and not the white 
soldiers. 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Chairman, that branch of the War Department 
that now has 2 of this matter has three officers and is running 
in this business alone three Army officers, sixteen clerks, and six 
messengers, and are paying office rents and incurring other expenses 
to the extent of several thousand dollars; I forget the precise 
amount. The three Army officers of course receive no extra pay, 
except mileage at the rate of eight cents per mile for going and 
returning, Their business seems to be to hunt up these colored sol- 
diers for the purpose of paying their bounties to them; and this item 
of mileage is quite a considerable sum. Now this bureau has been 
running year after year, and while I admit that it has done some 
good, that it has been efficient to a certain extent in the promotion 
of and the prevention of fraud, yet, in my judgment, after a 
thorough examination of the whole matter, I am well convinced that 
the benefits derived have never been commensurate with the expenses 
it has involved. 

The amount in hand or in course of adjustment to be paid out for 
the coming year as I remember will be about $265,000, yet the de- 
mands upon the Treasury to pay the expense of rnuning the machin- 
ery to make that payment will be perhaps $40,000. The thing is 
playing out itself, and in my judgment, after ranning the present 
year, giving time and opportunity to clear up and close up their 
affuirs, it ought to be ended, and that is what we A propose to do. 
subcommittee consisting of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hate 
and myself in our report met their demands by suggesting an appro- 

riation of $20,000 for the coming year, or up to the end of the present 
Fecal year, With that sum we hoped they could pretty nearly if not 

uite clean up their affairs and be able to turn over everything in 
their charge to the Department having charge of the payment of 
bounties to white soldiers. = , 


This bureau has always been a discrimination in favor of the col- 


ored soldiers and against the white soldiers. We have expended 
nearly half a million dollars under this system, and I think it ought 
to end at the furthest at the end of this fiscal year. ` I admit that it 
has done some and do not want to be severe in its denunciation, 
and ae since it has been out of the clutches of that miserable 
Freedmen’s Bureau; but in my judgment the good it has accom- 
plished has never been in keeping with the è of running it, 
and it onght to end as speedily as possible. I will say further that 
at the last session of the Forty-fourth Congress the Committee on 
Appropriations appropriated $15,000 with an understanding that it 
should close up the concern, and now it makes a demand for $25,000 
more as a deficiency, but we proposed to give them $20,000. 

Mr. FOSTER, Twenty thousand dollars? 

Mr. SPARKS. Yes, sir. I mean to say that the subcommittee re- 
ported in favor of $20,000 to the general committee, but it cut the 
amount recommended by us down to $10,000. Now, while I was 
willing to give them the $20,000, yet I think they ought to be com- 
pelled to close up at the end of the fiscal year, and bring it to an end; 
andif they cannot do this with the 1 8 riation here made, let them 
turn over all unfinished matters to the Department to which I have 
heretofore referred. And let us have an end, not only of the Freed- 
men’s Bureau, but of all adjuncts or bureaus growing out of it. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman, the minority of the Committee on 
Appropriations do not propose to antagonize this bill with amend- 
ments. They deem it, however, just to themselves to say that in 
some important instances we di with this bill. The bill itself 
1 a hace about $1,500,000. This is the second 3 bill, sir, 
that this House has considered and passed. It is another illustration 
of the economy of a democratic House. One appropriated $2,250,000. 
It is another illustration of the economy of the democratic House of 
last year, and of which we are to have many illustrations. I appre- 
hend that double the pes amount of the deficiency will have to be 
appropriated before the next session of Congress closes for deficiencies 
of the last fiscal year. The minority of the committee feel that the 
appropriation for lights and fuel for the public buildings of the coun- 
try is not sufficient, and that it will have to be supplemented before 
the year closes with an additional appropriation or the lights of the 
public buildings of the country will be put out, as was the case a year 
or so ago. My own private belief, based upon a good deal of knowl- 
edge of the operations of that bureau, is that this 0 5 riation 
would result in a saving to the Government of $1,000,000, But, sir, 
our friends of the majority of the Committee on Appropriations saw 
fit to overlook this matter at this time. 

Mr. BEEBE. Did I understand the gentleman to say that this is 
the second deficiency bill? i 

Mr. FOSTER. Certainly. 

Mr. BEEBE. And that another appropriation bill of $2,250,000 has 
been passed ? 

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BEEBE. What was it for? 

Mr. FOSTER. It was for the naval deficiency. 

Mr. BEEBE. Did it not grow out of the fact that the money bere- 
tofore faa riated by Congress was misappropriated by the officers 
of the Na partment. 

Mr. FOSTER. Not at all; there is a great difference of opinion 
about that. 

Mr. BEEBE. Oh, yes. 

Mr. FOSTER. I expect the gentleman to writhe over these things 


a t deal. 

Ar. SINGLETON. Does not the gentleman know that of tho 
amount of which he s; $560,000 is but a reappropriation of an 
amount appropriated ast year, and which was n into account 
of last year’s 8 7 

Mr. FOSTER. That was one of the dodges of this House of the 
last session to cover up the amounts in the appropriation bills. I 
ex the fallacy of that heretofore. e 

e appropriate exactly as much money as if we named the amount 
in dollars and cents. When the year closes the balance-sheet will 
show that we have expended for this purpose $680,000. 

Mr. SINGLETON. not the gentleman know—— 

Mr. FOSTER. Did not the gentleman himself—I presume he did 
make a table last year (the chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions I am sure did) in which he showed that democratic economy 
had reduced the expenses of the Government $30,000,000? The books 
are closed, and they show less than $19,000,000 of reduction. And 
one of the ways in which the country was deceived was in this mat- 


ter of el da ag 

Mr. 8 TON. One moment. Does not the gentleman know 
that there is each year in the appropriation bill a paragraph appro- 
priating, in addition to the income of the Post-Office Department, a 

rge amount to make up the deilciencies in the income of that De- 
partment? For instance, in the bill for the year 1877, about $6,000,000, 

Mr. FOSTER. I cannot yield further, unless my time can be 
extended; itis nearly out now. Call it by whatever name you please, 
it costs the Government $681,000 to pay it. There is another matter to 
which I desire to call the attention of the House, and a thing which 
I believe, and the minority of the committee believe, would have been 
eminently proper to do at this time. That is the payment of com- 
missioners to investigate the custom-houses of the country, and the 


1877. 
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sugar-frauds. These investigations were made by gentlemen of high 
character, one a — noe and one a democrat in each city, Their 
work has been immense value to the country, resulting in the 
saving of at least a million dollars annually in the expenses of 
running the custom-h and in the savings onsugar exported from 
this country. I believe it would have been wise and proper at this 
time to pay these gentlemen for their services and expenses. . 

There is another thing which I think it would have been especially 
wise to do, and that is to make an appropriation for the completion 
of the State, War, and Navy Department. Thesum of $250,000 would 
enable us to complete the ding so that we could put the records 
now in unsafe places in places of safety, and also save to the country 
æ large amount of rent annually. Possibly that 6. 1658 tion po 
be made early enough in the next session to accomplish the 


desire. But in my judgment it would have been eminently wise to 
haye made an appro mat this time to complete that building 
as speedily as ible. 


COURT OF CLAIMS, 
Payment of judgments, Court of Claims: 
For the payment of judgments rendered by the Court of Claims, to wit: To 
— ; Marshall . Roberts and E. N 


Stephen Powers, $1,000 ; 0. . Dickerson, surviving trust- 

ees of Albert G. Sloo, 078.48 ; CSR Vive eee Edward Eraden. 

$10,650.77; Horner and edict, ; John Dev 10,000 ; John W. Monk, 

f 85 F. Phisterer, $230.50 Thomas B. Briggs, $231.60; arren R. Danton, $154.50} 
. 8. Maloney, $61.50; 8. $155.70; Joseph Stafford’s ini 


J 
$175.80; W. W. Wood's administratrix, $152. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I move to amend the eee, Be go ust read by 
striking out all after the words “for the payment of judgments ren- 
dered by the Court of Claims,” to the end of the paragraphs, and in- 
serting iu lieu thereof the total amount here appropri 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state the amount to be in- 


serted. 

Mr. GARFIELD, Well, I will name the sum of $1,000,000. I do 
this because I think it ought to be done; in the second place in order 
that the gentleman in charge of this bill may explain why these para- 
graphs have been inserted in this form. 

As I understand it there has never been sy attempt by Congress to 
revise the judgments of the Supreme Court of the United States; for 
these are judgments, some of them perhaps affirmed by the Supreme 
Court, and wherever there has been no ap and the time for an ap- 
3 has passed, then they are as much j ents against the United 

tates as though they had been pronounced by the Supreme Court. 
The custom has always been to ag hy a gross sum to pay the 
judgments of the Court of Claims. This attempt to pick them out 
man by man makes the House of Representatives a sort of revisory 
power over the ju ts of our courts. 

Ido not know whether the amount named after each particular 
man’s name is or not the exact oss which the court has ren- 
dered in his favor. For aught I know the Committee on Appropria- 
tions may have cut down or may have added to the amount contained 
in the judgment of the court. 

Iam speaking in no factious opposition to any part of this bill. 
One of two things is true: either the recitation here in this long par- 
a h is exactly in accordance with the judgments of the court, in 
which case it is unnecessary, or it is a change from those judgments, 
in which case it is wre pup to bag Age we are koni to ap- 
ropriate money to pay the judgments o courts, where those 
Judgments have aT. the period for their appeal, or where they 

ve been a ed to the final court and have been affirmed. 

TON. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will. 

Mr. SINGLETON, If the penseman will turn to the Book of Esti- 
mates, page 42, appendix L, he will find that we have followed the 
recommendation of the De t, and have not failed to appro- 
priate for any judgment; have made no discrimination, but have ap- 
8 in every case, except that of the Union Pacific Railroad 

ompany. In regard to that case, there is a note appended to the 
list of judgments to this effect: 
t in favor of thé Union Pacific Railroad Company is 
Contest the wos eorzingn of EAIA oompany, posting in the Uniied D AO 
Massachusetts, i 


We are pursuing the same plan in specifying the amount of each 
judgment to be paid that was followed in the last Congress. Be- 
sides, there is a reason for making the appropriation in this 
form. Some of these judgments draw interest hile others do not, 
and therefore it was necessary to i 


specify the amount to be paid upon 


each judgment. We have made no discrimination, but have taken 
all the judgments as they came to us. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I move pro orma to amend my last amendment 
by making the amount $1,100,000, upon which I wish to speak for a 
moment. My friend from issippi says that the Committee on 
Appropriations have followed strictly the Book of Estimates. I am 

to hear that; but the Book of Estimates may not be a correct 
transcript of the judgments of the court. We do not know that it is. 
There may have been errors of copying in the Department; 
there may have been errors of printing. There are a n pos- 
sible sources of error between the transcript of the record of the 
judgment and the approfriation in this bill. Hence we may by this 
form of provision ə appropriations that do not satisfy the judg- 
ments, 

What we ought to dois what Congress has always done in this 
matter until the present time: appropriate a gross sum to satisfy 
judgments, allowing the respective amounts to be paid in accordance 
with the certificate of the judgment. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi says that last session the he sae sary was made in the form 
proposed in this bill; but I remind him that last session we did not 
appropriate at all for the judgments of the Court of Claims. 

. ATKINS. I wish to ask the gentleman from Ohio whether 
this whole subject, after being acted upon by the Court of Claims, is 
not remitted to Congress; whether all theseclaims do not have to be 
referred here for the action of Con, ? 

Mr.GARFIELD. Oh, no; my d is quite mistaken, When the 
Court of Claims was first established it was the duty of the court 
merely to report recommendations to Congress; but now the judg- 
ments of that court are just as much judgments as those of the 
Supreme Court. 

Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SINGLETON. In response to what the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. GARFIELD] has said, I will simply remark that the correctness 
of the amounts which we propose to appropriate in payment of these 
judgments is verified by the records of the Court of Claims and the 
Supreme Court. Can there be any reason under these circumstances 
why we should not specify the amount that is to go to each judg- 
ment? Is not this much better than to make an appropriation in 
gross, which may 2 be divided up improperly under a misap- 
prehension of the facts : 

Some of these parties have appeared before us and are satisfied 
with the bill as it is. The clerk of the court has been before us and 
has verified the correctness of the amounts. I see no good reason, 
therefore, why we should make an appropriation in One strong 
reason against such a course is that some of these judgments under 
the statutes draw interest, so that it is necessary to compute the in- 
terest upon the judgment and appropriate for the amount of the judg- 
ment with interest added. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That computation of interest is the business of 
the court or the officers of the asury Department. 

Mr. SINGLETON, Well, sir, we deemed it to be our business. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I wish to ask the gentleman from Mississippi 
vaca’ these judgments have not been certified from the Court of 

aims 

Mr. SINGLETON. They have. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move pro forma to amend by striking out the 
last word. When the Court of Claims was first instituted, its duty 
was simply to report upon claims to be allowed by Congress, and then 
Congress passed the appropriation if it chose soto do. Afterward 
an appeal was allowed to the Supreme Court; but the Supreme Court 
refused to entertain such 8 on the ground that they were not 
commissioners of Congress. Then the law was altered so as to give 
a general right of appealin every case to the Government and to the 
claimant; and thereafter up to the e time the money appro- 
priated for judgments of the Court of Claims has been appropriated 
in a gross sum; for this reason: there is a provision of law that the 
Government may have two years if I remember aright—one year or 
two—in which to move for a new trial, after the right of appeal, 
which is limited to three months, has expired; because there may be 
new evidence showing frand or wrong in the presentation of the 
claim. Now, if we appropriate these precise sums to the payment of 
these specific ju nts, whether they are right or wrong, all that 
the ju ent tor has to do is to go to the Treasury and get his 
money, notwithstanding the Government might desire to avail itself 
of a motion for a new trial. But if the appropriation be made ina 
gross sum, then no jud nt can be paid until there has been a cer- 
tificate to the proper office in the Treasury that no motion for a new 
trial is to be pressed; that the Attorney-General consents to have 
the judgment paid on the ground that he is going to take no further 
action. 

There is one claim of $600,000; there are claims amounting alto- 
pte to about $800,000. Now, 1 suggest whether it would not be 

tter to make up a gross sum and appropriate it in this bill, declar- 
ing that it is appropriated to pay judgments duly rendered by the 
Court of Claims from which no appeal has been taken. Then the At- 
torney-General would see to it that no judgment was paid that he did 
not desire to be paid. 

Mr. POTTER. I wish first to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr- 
GARFIELD] whether there is not some misapprehension in the com- 
mittee about his amendment? Gentlemen about me suggest that he 
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desires to have a fixed sum of $1,000,000 a 
ceed the appropriation required to meet the ju ts intended to be 
provided for. 

Mr.GARFIELD. I want to have appropriated the same aggregate 
sum precisely that the bill to appropriate; I do not want to 
change the amount one cent; but I want the appropriation made in 
gross so that it may take its course according to the judgment of the 
court as certified to the accounting officers of the Treasary. l 

Mr. ATKINS. If the gentleman from New York will refer to par- 
agraph 1057 in his argument, it will settle this whole question. ith 
his ion I will send it up to the Clerk’s desk and ask to have it 


read. 
Mr. POTTER. Very well; let it be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. 1057. On the Ist day of 33 ber session of Congress the clerk of the 
Court ee rate thea to 33 and completo 2 all che 
dgments rende; e court g previous r, stating the amounts 
TSn and the porting in whose favor „ wane tomtaned er with a brief 
synopsis of the nature of the PINa ge which they were rendered. And at the 
end of every term of the court he transmit a copy of its decisions to the heads 
of Departments; to the Solicitor, the trollers, and the Anditors of the Treas- 
General Office and of Indian A ffai: 


inated, which will èx- 


tag the Commissioners of the rs; to the 
ch of bureans, and to other officers charged with the adjustment of claims 
against the United States. 


' Mr. ATKINS. That section of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States provides not only that the amounts, but the names of the par- 
ties themselves, shall be precisely in this manner. 

Mr. Mr. Chairman, I do not understand that section re- 
lates to the method of appropriation for the jud ts of the courts, 
bnt I understand it to require only are of all judgments recovered. 
In re to the 1 for final judgments recovered, I under- 
stand the law to be as stated by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
At first Be Goons a ia sora =: 3 It ee er it 
camo to gs, it repo: e in ongress, an mgress 
approved or rejected these reports as fe saw fit; afterward it was 
thought expedient to a the law and to remit to the Court of 
Claims, with ap to the Supreme Court of the United States, the 
absolute determination of certain claims against the Government. 
When, therefore, such claims are decided and appealed to the Su- 

reme Court and the judgments in favor of claimants are there af- 
ed, or if no appeal be taken by the Government when the judg- 
ments of the Court of Claims become final, then they become of 
course the most sacred obligations of the Government. I remember 
to have beard Mr. Shellabarger, of Ohio, when speaking on this floor 
in reference to certain judgments on the cotton claims upon a question 
like this arising in an appropriation bill, say that the merits of such 
judgments did not admit of discussion in this House; that after the 
courts of the Government had passed apon claims against the Govern- 
ment and they became final, no form of obligation of the Government 
could be more sacred than that established by such judgments. In 
that declaration I agree. 

We have got in this country, and have had from the beginning, a 
7 7577 of examining claims inst the Government by Congress. 

f all systems in the world it is the worst. Under this system the 
claims most lobbied, the claims in reference to which the most influ- 
ence is used, the claims in t of which the most deceit is prac- 
ticed, are the claims most likely to get through, while the honest and 
just claims which have nothing to recommend them but honesty and 
Justice are, I fear, the slowest to get through. I wish that system was 
absolutely and wholly broken up. It has been given up in part, and 
in rd to a certain class of claims they are remitted to tribunals 
which sit for the purpose of determining them with open doors; 
tribunals not sitting as Congress does to determine them in secret 
committees and upon er parte evidence, but to try these claims in open 
court, where witnesses are examined and cross-examined on oath, and 
the Government is heard, and justice gets the best chance it can have 
in this fallible world of ours of being done. In such cases, when the 
Government has reserved the right of appeal and when after it has 
taken an appeal to the court of last resort the judgments against the 
Government are sustained, it is then time for us to treat the question 
involved as settled and the obligation of these judgments as binding. 

But I wish to call the attention of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
GARFIELD] to a reason for the unusual provision of this bill in pro- 
viding for these judgments seriatim. I understand the committee have 
put the appropriation in this form instead of the ordinary form of 
stating a sum in order that they micht not inclade payment 
for a judgment in favor of one of the Pacific Railroad companies, which 
it is agreed in view of other accounts shall not now be paid; that is 
to say, there are certain judgments recommended by the Attorney- 
General's Office to be paid and those are the ones recited in this bill, 
and then in addition there is another judgment in favor of one of the 
Pacific Railroad companies which ought not now to be paid because 
of the unpaid claims of the Government against that corporation, and 
for that reason the committee has particularized the judgments to be 
paid instead of stating a gross sum as heretofore. I ask the gentle- 
man from pippi in charge of this bill whether in this I am right 
or not, because if I am there seems to be no occasion for the amend- 
ment of the 8 from Ohio. 

Nr. SINGLETON. As I have stated several times already, interest 


is to be paid upon some of the judgments rendered by the Court of 
Claims and not upon others, and we have stated the provision as it is 


found in this bill, it being 
again, there is a judgment which, by agreement, is not to be paid until 
a certain time, and which has been recommended by the sina pres’ of 


necessary to make the calculation. Then 


2 e A ry shall not be taken into consideration or approp. 
at this time. 

Mr. POTTER. Therefore if this bill 8 said we appropriate a 

sum of money, being the aggregate of the judgments rendered 

y the Court of Claims, with that exception, we would have met on 
one hand the wish of my friend having charge of this bill and on the 
other the wish of the gentleman from Ohio, y i 

Mr. GARFIELD. I did not hear what the gentleman said; indeed 
it is almost im ble to hear anything that is said. 

Mr. POTTER. I said that if this bill had said we appropriate so 
much money in the gate for the of paying judgments 
to the persons named in the bill, that would obviate the difficulty of 
the gentleman from Ohio; but in paying a gross sum, as ho proposes 
without saying to whom particularly, we do not obviate the diffi- 
culty of including the Union Pacific Railroad. : 

Mr. GARFIELD. I think that could be reached by appropriating 
a gross sum for the payment of other claims than that of the Union 
Pacific Railrrad. 

Mr. POTTER. What 3 does the gentleman from Ohio have 
to what I have suggested 

Mr. GARFIELD. There has been one objection put in my hand 
within the last minute—a letter from the assistant clerk of the Court 
of Claims, saying there is an error in this bill in re to the amend- 
ment. Here is a certified transcript of the record, showing that for 
the claim of Edward Braden there was a judgment on the 12th of 
February, 1877, for $10,653.77, while the appropriation in the bill is 
for $10,600.77. In other words, there is a mistake of $3 in the payment 
of that judgment. And if this bill passes in that way there still re- 
mains a little sum of $3 due under this judgment which the committee 
by some clerical mistake or printer's error has omitted. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. The claimant who receives this $10,650.77 is 
a constituent of mine, and in his name I am willing to yield up the 
$3 provided he gets what is in the bill. [Laughter.} 

Mr. GARFIELD. But that is not quite the way to do the business 
of the Court of Claims. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER. ] 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw it. I simply desire to put in an amend- 
ment to which every one can speak. 1 have added up the whole 
amount lt kd ae by the bill and find it is $694,391.40. I propose 
tostrike ontall after the word “claims” and insert the sam of $694,400, 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] 
accept that as a modification of his amendment f 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Chairman, I wish to direct the attention of the 
8 85 the main ER eaten in this eee, Is . 
well that these appropriations shou n gross or by specific items 
As it strikes pots Eh irman, if these appropriations are made by 
specific items nobody can be cheated and the peoplo will know how 
Congress is appropriating their money, but if it appropriates theso 
sums in gross they will not know. Now, sir, I can conceive of a case 
where there may be a variety of judgments in the Conrt of Claims 
and the Committee on Appropriations may not be desirous of paying 
all of them. Sir, it was so in this case. Here was a judgment in 
favor of the Union Pacific Railroad, and yet it was well known that 
that road owed the Government largely, and I believe some arrange- 
ment is made by which there may be an offset of jud nt against 
judgment. Now, if we appropriate the sum of money in gross, as in- 
dicated by the gentleman from Massachnsetts, [Mr. BuTLER,] I ask 
you if it is not within the power of the Department having control 
of the money to pay that judgment to the exclusion of those we want 
to pay, and Congress wants to pay, and the country wants to pay? 

ence, sir, I insist that these appropriations shall be specitic. Let 
the people know what we are paying in detail, and not the mere 
amount. ially, sir, is this necessary with respect to a deficiency 
bill. In a deficiency you ought to know with precision what is to be 
given and what is not to be given. It is not an estimate, it is not an 
approximate; it is definite and fixed. And when your committee act 
upon these judgments and allow definitely the amount, let them come 
here and defend them, and let the House and the country know what 
aa belog done. Let us know what they are and nobody will be 
chea 

Mr. FOSTER. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. SPARKS. I will hear it. 

Mr. FOSTER. Does the gentleman desire to have this House pro- 
tect the country from being cheated by the Supreme Court of the 
United States? . 

Mr. SPARKS. I desire to have the country protected as against 
re bh i ep of money from their Treasury, and to do that, when 
there are judgments nst the Government, I want to tell the peopla 
that we pay the judgments due specifically, “to wit,” to John Jon 
Richard and John Doe, and let them know precisely when an 
how their money is a propriated. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indi I wish to ask my colleague on the com- 
mittee a questions 

Mr. SPARKS. I have but a moment, 


for 


1877. 


a 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield to the gentleman 
from Indiana? 

Mr. SPARKS. He is my colleague on the committee. I yield to 
the gentleman. 
` Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. My question is, whether or not, if an 
appropriation is not made for amounts specified by items in this bill, 
it will not work a manifest injustice, ari from this fact that judg- 
ments, since the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury was su 
mi to the House, have matured and are constantly maturing, so 
that there are now claims before the Secretary of the which 
will sweep away a portion of the money that we had specifically 
design: for t judgments, some of which have for more 
than two years. 3 2 

Mr. SPARKS. aen fi and I thank my colleague for the sug- 
gestion. It may very well be so. We pro to pay these claims 
that are matured. Others are maturing. dif we do not specify 
with precision those that are to be paid the Department of the Gov- 
ernment having the money in their hands may choose to pay those 
that mature afterward. 

Mr. Chairman, one word more with respect to the errors that we 
may commit here. If we make errors in our computations in the 
committee the House can correct them. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. GARFIELD] says he has a letter from somebody showing an error 
amounting to about $3.15. Well, that secms to be a very small one 
in favor of the Government. Errors generally are than that, 
and nearly always against the Government. But, as I said as to all 
errors of this kind, which can only be in computation, we have our 
remedy in the House. They can there be pointed out and co: 

Here the hammer fell. 

r. HALE. I rise to oppose the amendment. The fundamental 
opposition to this method of appropriating undoubtedly is in the 
mind of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] that it seems to 
be asserting a righteous power on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives over the jud t of our highest court. 
Now, let us see whether Congress is attemptin 


to revise or to 


change in any way the judgments of the Court of Claims on appeals 
N by the Supreme Court, which become, undoubtedly, a debt 
due from the United States to the parties; but it is a debt that can 


ouly be made by an appropriation of money by Con It has no 
more sacredness than a claim that an officer of the Government has 
for a salary fixed by law and for which he renders service, and every 
claim of that kind is put into an appropriation bill in detail. That 
is all that the Committee on Appropriations have done here. It has 
taken the judgments of the Court of Claims one by one, and has appro- 
riated in terms exactly as the Court of Claims has provided. Now, I 
a not know why that claim of C. T. Samson and others for $8,800.75 
has any better right to be lum with ten, fifteen, or twenty other 
claims in the appropriation bill than if they a claim for anything 
else provided for by law. The Committee on Appropriations have 
not sought to revise, to upset, or to change the results arrived at by 
the Court of Claims. But in order that the claim may be followed 
out and that there shall be no question hereafter, but that every 
small claim should receive as much consideration as a | claim, 
hence we provide that the little claim of $185 shall be paid as well 
as a large claim of $500,000. That has been the foundation of the 
action of the Committee on Appropriations to carry out the law of 
the court, to carry it out unerringly, so that hoeren be judgment 
shall get the money adjudged him, and until some different course 
shall be taken by the committee in the way of postponing claims or 
the elimination of claims which have passed the court it is not open 
to the imputation of interfering with the judgments of the court. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. This isa very simple matter, Mr. Chairman, and I 
desire to say but a word or two about it. That I may do so I renew 
the amendment. 

I concur with the gentleman who has just taken his seat. This 
is a deficiency bill, the object of which is to make appropriations to 
cover, so far as that class of cases is concerned, the judgments against 
the United States in the Court of Claims. It is not a bill to appropriate 
money for judgments to be obtained hereafter, if I may reply to the 

ntleman from New York,[Mr. Potrer.] We have reserved in this 

ill the right of Congress to supervise these judgments, and to see 
that the amounts adjudged by them be paid to the parties in whose 
favor the judgments are made. It is not proposed to take away any 
right from the courts of the country, but rather to aid the courts of 
the country by seeing that correct appropriations shall be made to 
the proper parties, and that they get them. One word more. We 
propose to continue the process of holding in the hands of Congress 
the right to make these appropriations, and not leave them to the 
court alone. 

Now, sir, I am the last man to impeach the in ty of any court, 
not only the Supreme Court, but the Court of Claims or any other 
court in the country. I impeach the integrity of no court; but it is 
our duty to exercise the right, as Representatives of the people, as 
we are the taxing and appropriating power, it is our solemn duty to 
the people to see, acting in conjunction with the courts, that proper 
appropriations are made and that the proper parties get them. 

A word further. If the proposition made by the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Foster] shall prevail in the House, then the power will 
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from the House to decide to whom the appropriation 


have 
shall be paid. 

There was an item, which was rejected by the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, estimated for by the Treasury Department, proposing to 


appropriate to the Union Pacific Railroad $512, I do not say 

that is any to have that amount paid, but I do say that 

if you strike out this clause you will enable a portion of this appro- 

p tion to go to them, and the Committee on Appropriations did not 
esign that any of the money should go to them. 

Mr. FRYE. I desire to the gentleman one question. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will hear it. 

Mr. FRYE. Do the estimates show that this judgment in favor of 
the Union Pacific Railroad is not to be paid? 

Mr. ATKINS. The estimate is submitted here, 

Mr. SPARKS, It is presented here as one of the estimates. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I desire to occupy the floor for one moment, 
and then I wish to close the debate on this 8 The judg- 
ments for which we have provided are d which have been 
rendered in the past and Which have been lying over without pay- 
ment for a considerable length of time. Now, sir, if you make the 
appropriation in gross, what will take place? The Court of Claims 
is in session every day and judgments are constantly rendered, and 
possibly for large amounts; and if you make the N in 
gross, What assurance have you that this money will not be paid 
upon judgments which are now being rendered day by day, and not 
upon those heretofore rendered? Why, sir, it is plain to my mind 
that we should make the appropriation specifically for individuals 
who have been waiting for months, and some of them for years, for 
their money, and that we should so frame the bill that other parties 
in whose favor judgments may be rendered subsequently shall not 
come in and take this a riation. 

It seems to me that for their protection it is absolutely necessary 
that we should make this appropriation by items. If you were to 
make an appropriation of a large amount to cover judgments that 
may be hereafter rendered, that might all be well enough. Bat, as 
I understand the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gar- 
4 01 it is not proposed to enlarge the gross amount here appro- 
priated, and thus provide not only for judgments now in being but 
for those which may be hereafter rende This is not his proposi- 
tion. 

Mr, BLAIR. Do these Jue ementa bear interest and is an appro- 
priation made to pay interest 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Only four of them bear interest. 

Mr. SINGLETON. And the clerk of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions has taken pains to calculate the interest up to the present time, 
and we have made allowance for the few days which may elapse be- 
fore these amounts can be paid. 

Mr. ATKINS. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. CLYMER. I renew the amendment. This question as to the 
mode in which appropriations should be made for the payment of 
judgments rendered by the Court of Claims is not a new one in this 
House. It has been long and earnestly discussed whether the appro- 
priations should be made in or should be made in detail for the 
several judgments. Formerly the 3 was to make an appropri- 
ation of n gross amount to pay such judgments as might be rendered 
by the Court of Claims in the course of the fiscal year. The present 
Committee on Appropriations has gone back to what we consider the 
better practice, and we have been led to do so by reason of a fact 
which came to our knowledge and which created the very deficiency 
we are legislating about to-day. A large sam of money was appro- 
priated in gross to . of the Court of Claims. After that 
appropriation was made a judgment for an enormous amount was 
rendered by the Court of Claims, and presented for payment, and the 
amount so SPRO PEIRON in gross was not large enough to satisfy that 
jugg went and a deficiency of over $600,000 was left upon that singe 

udgment and a deficiency of the whole amount necessary to pay the 
other judgments. 

The Committee on Appropriations of this Congress, following the 
3 of the Committee on Appropriations immediately preceding, 

ave deemed it best to specify the name of each person for whom 
appropriation is made to pay the judgment of the Court of Claims. 
And if we had no other reason for that course, we have this very good 
one: that under the law, at any time within two years after the ren- 
dition of the judgment, it may be reopened on the ground of fraud or 
collusion. When an appropriation is made in gross to pay these judg- 
ments, you cannot open them. For instance, $2,000,000 are appropri- 
ated in Congress, and the money is parceled out by the disbarsing 
officers of the Government, and no one can tell except the disbursin 
officers who receives the money. Now, if Congress shall specify tha 
A B is to receive so much, C D so much, and so on, then the whole 
world will know who is to receive the money, and if there is fraud 
it is not covered up in an appropriation bill. Therefore, in order to 
the better protection of the Government, I can see that the practice 
followed in this bill is the better one. And this Committee of the 
Whole is to decide here and now between the two practices—the one 
making an r in gross, aud the other making appropria- 
tions in detail. Certainly no injustice can be done to the Govern- 


ment by appropriating in detail, and a great injustice may be done by 
appropriating in gross. 
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of Indiana. As I was on the subcommittee of the 


Mr. BAKER, 


reported to the Secre of the Treasury. If 4 gross sum was appro- 
priated there was a likelihood that it would be either too large or too 
small to meet the necessities of the case. 
In regard to this particular class of judgments it was shown to 
the committee that after having gone through the hands of the De- 
artment of Justice they had been certified to the Secretary of the 
ry, and some of them had stood for nearly two years without 
any appropriation having been made to pay them and without draw- 
ing any interest, as tes: PATENS of the Court of Claims, some of 
them as the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States 
under mandate to the inferior court to enter judgment in favor of 
the claimants. 


ment of Justice; for unless the amount a e ipa it might 
© holders of more recent 


which these 
committee fi 


committee, a reason which has been alluded to by the gentlemen who 
have preceded me. We thought that this House and the country 
ought to know that every jadgment which has been certified by the 
Department of Justice and the Secretary of the Treasury to the House 
had undergone the scrutiny not only of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations but of the House of Representan tos in order that, if, during 
the period of two years from the time the judgment in any particu- 
lar case was rendered, there should be any suggestion that such judg- 
ment had been secured by fraud or by improper practice, the payment 
of that iene might be arrested until the matter could be fully 
and fairly investigated. 

I do not wish to detain the Committee of the Whole by dwelling 
upon any other considerations that operated on the minds of the sub- 
committee and which seemed sufficient to the judgment of the commit- 
tee. But I wishtosay that in myjudgment the fair aud manly way is to 
pay these judgments in the order of their rendition, and not put it in 
the power of any Secretary of the Treasury, however honest and in- 
corruptible, to refuse payment of judgments that have stood for years, 
by absorbing for judgments of a younger date money appropriated in 
a lump. 

Mr. CLYMER. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER. I renew it, Mr. Chairman. Without discussing the 
question as to which is the better method of making these appropria- 
tions, I desire to call attention to the fact that this isa deficiency 
bill; and in this case I submit the committee has pursued the proper 
method. We have reported a deficiency appropriation for a certain 
number of judgments named; these the committee propose to pay and 
Bo ears We could not very well pay any others upon a deficiency 

) Mr. POTTER. I have listened to this debate with some interest, 
and gentlemen who have participated in the debate on both sides of 
the question appear to agree that judgments rendered by the court 
must be appropriated for. Whether an appropriation shall be made 
in a lump for these various judgments or whether the different 
amounts shall be stated seriatim is, I suggest, a question which it is 
po worth while to dispute abont, and the bill had better stand as 

t is. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw my amendment. 

i Mr. BEEBE. I move to amend by adding to the section the fol- 
owing: 

Provided, That in no event shall any greater sum be paid to any claimant than 
shall be sufficient to meet the jadgment rendered; nor any judgment be paid 
until after the iration of the time within which an appeal may be taken, unless 
the Government 5 deem it inexpedient to appeal. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I apes this amendment upon She gronna that, 
under the law as it now stands, if this amendment were adopted, these 
8 could not be paid before the expiration of two years. 

. BEEBE. My amendment provides expressly that the judg- 
ment may be paid at any time if Government shall deem it inex- 


pedient to a peak 
Mr. SINGLETON. I will read for the gentleman’s information the 


provision of the statute on this subject: 
The Court of Claims, at any time while any claim is pending before it, or on ap- 


from it, or within two years next after the final disposition claim, 
e on bebalf of toe Uuited totes 7 
eee ence, cumulative or otherwise, as shall 
satisfy the court that any fraud, wrong, or injustice in Long roaren nre Wg done 
to the United States; but until an order is made stayin; payment of a judg- 
ment, the same shall be payable and paid as now prov. by law. ‘ 

It will thus be seen that under the law these ju ts are to be 
paid unless a motion shall be made to stay the judgment upon the 
ground of fraud, bey injustice to the Government, 

Mr. BEEBE. There is nothing in my amendment which interferes 
2 55 the operation of the statute to Which the gentleman calls at- 
tention. 

Mr. POTTER. But the amendment staysthe payment of judgments 
during the two years allowed for an appeal. : 

Mr. BEEBE. Certainly it does not. I ask the Clerk to read my 
amendment ° 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. BEEBE. Now, Mr. Chairman, it is objected that the language 
of the amendment should be “to meet the judgment rendered with 
interest” instead of simply the words “to meet the judgment ren- 
dered.” I submit that if the judgment is one that bears interest, it is 
covered by the language of the amendment. 

Mr. G IELD. It seems to be desired that my amendment shall 
be withdrawn, and I withdraw it. This does not interfere at all with 
the amendment of peg yg emia from New York, [Mr, BEEBE. ] 

The amendment of Mr. BEEBE was not agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to amend by inserting the word “three” 
after the word “fifty” in line 15, so as to make the amount of the 
judgment to be paid to Edward Braden $10,653.77.. It seems that 
there has been an error in stating the amount of this judgment. I 
1 Clerk to read a statement from the clerk of the Court of 

ims. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Creek's OFFI 


Unrrep States COURT or CLAIMS, CE, 
Washington, November 21, 1877. 


The true amount of the judgment of the Court of Claims in favor of Edward 

rendered February 12, „ is for 610,683, 77. 
LsxAL.] JOHN RANDOLPH, 

Assistant Clerk Court of Olaims. 
Mr. SINGLETON. There is no objection to that amendment. 
The amendment was adopted. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, 
Printing and binding, Li 


brary of Congress: 
For binding the arrears of books, newspapers, and other periodicals belonging 
to the Li of Congress, and for ting the new general catalogue, being a 


ater inlaxing laws, dosumente, and Gobaies of Congrom, being a Gefcienny Sor 
‘or ws, documen on a 
the fiscal year 1878, $2,800. A * 

Mr. CRAPO. I move to amend by inserting after line 53, page 3, 
the following: 

To the commissioner for the revision of the statutes, under chapter 2 ot the 
acts oft Forty-fourth Congress, second session, the sum of $5,000, one-half of said 
sum to bepaid when the manuscript has been delivered to the Government Printer, 
and the balance upon the completion of the work. 


Mr. CLYMER. That amendment is subject to the point of order. 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, and I make the point of order upon it. 

Mr. CRAPO, An act was at the last session of Con 
providing for the preparation of a new edition of the Revised Stat- 
utes, and that act provided for the appointment of a commissioner, 
and also fixed his salary. 

Mr. EDEN. I make the point of order that the amendment is not 
germane to the h under consideration. 

Tbe CHAIRMAN. Chair would ask whether there is any bill 
containing the same subject-matter now pending. 

Mr. CRAPO. It is in reference to the publication of the laws of 
Con; and follows the paragraph providing for the Spies of 
public documents, There is no portion of the deficiency bill where 
it can be inserted so well as here. 

The CHAIRMAN. It seems to the Chair not to be germane. 
oe COIMER, What was the amount provided for salary under 

at act 

Mr. CRAPO. Five thousand dollars a year, and this simply appro- 
priates the sum provided for by the act of the last Congress. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does this embrace the subject-matter pending 
in any bill before this House? 

Mr. CRAPO. It does, 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order, then, as an amendment, and 
the Chair rules it out. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

and tra’ expenses of ts at seal-fisheries in Alaska: 
TTT 
or necessary tra o n an 
at $600 each per annum; in all, $1,770; being a de Kieney for the fiscal year 1878. 
Mr. YEATES. I move the following amendment: 


Add after the word seventy-eight,” in line 71, on page 4 

For continuing the o ons under the direction of the 

sioner of Fish and eries connected with the pro; 
fishes during the present 


the following: 
‘United States Commis- 
and distribution of 
year, $17,500, to be immedi 


Mr. EDEN. I make the point of order ôn that amendment. 


1877. 
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Mr, YEATES. I hopa ae 

Mr. EDEN. I withdraw the point of order. 

Mr. YEATES. I thank the gentleman, and now ask a vote. 
The amendment was adop 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Unde the head of expenses for the Treasury Department: For wash- 
5 „FFC 


Selected, Bik as Cent aA GRLE tains 
ers, jitchers, traps, ven 
and fixtures, alcohol, window-shades and fixtures, wire-screens, 
Aena Mog hoy axes, bellows, perati aag * door and window 
fasteners, bells and bell-pulls, hammers, mall 
r tools, whetstones, wire, and zinc, and other 
penses, deficiencies for the fiscal year 1878, $5,000. 
Mr. WOOD. I wish to call the attention of the chairman of the 
committee to a grammatical error of some importance. In the ninety- 
sixth line, page 5, are the words: 
And for repairs of machinery, baskets, spittoons, files, water-coolers, £0 
I presume it is not designed to repair spittoons, and therefore the 
word “ for” should be inserted before baskets.” [Laughter. ] 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


For compensation te postmasters, being adeficiency in payment of salaries durin 
$i Recah years ending jane 30, 1876, — TENA 30, 2 ran of gost gan-an is 
3 Post- Ofico Department for the said fiscal 8 = 

Mr. WADDELL. I move the following amendment to come in after 
line 115, page 6. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That the ded balance of the appropriation made for star 
service transportation of the mail for the last fiscal year, or „„ 
may remain 


ter settling accounts touching such service during the ssid year, be; 
the same is hereby, appropriated for the same service during the current 
year. 

Mr. WADDELL. Before speaking to that amendment and while 
upon this paragraph, I wish to say that the deficiency here is a de- 
ficiency arising out of the lawitself. It is an illustration of the fact 
that the system upon which tmasters’ salaries are paid is all 
wrong. Previous to the act of 1874 ters were paid commis- 
sions on the amount of stamps canceled in their offices. 

A MEMBER. For fourth-class offices. 

Mr. WADDELL. That was previous to 1874. According to the 
present system they are paid a commission on the amount of stamps 
sold. Now the amount of stamps canceled in an office indicates the 
amount of labor done inthe han of mail matter. The amount of 
stamps sold indicates nothing except the enterprise of the postmaster 
in speculation. 

A MEMBER. And drei 4 

Mr. WADDELL, And it is suggested rascality is frequent. Under 
the old system, the canceling system, the postmaster was required 
to swear to his account of stamps canceled, and if the sworn state- 
ment varied materially from the account current of stamps sold, the 
discrepancy was at once discovered. Under the A pane system there 
is no restraint on the amount of stamps sold. The r may 
sell as many stamps as he pleases provided it does not exceed the 
amount of his bond, and he is not compelled to swear to his account. 
It is the fault of the law, not the fault of the Post-Office De nt 
or of the Committee on i Appropriations. The two previous Postmas- 
ter-Generals recommen a return to the old law, and I presume the 
same recommendation will be made by the present incumbent. If 
the Government received the face value of the stamps sold, then any 
deficiency in the item of postmasters’ salaries would be balanced by 
the revenues derived from the sale of stamps, but under this system 
such is not the case. I merely wish to say this much before speaking 
to the amendment I have offered, and I wish to give notice that the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads will propose a change 
of the law on that subject at the earliest proper moment. 

Now, sir, one word about the amendment which I have just sent to 
the Clerk’s desk. There was an appropriation for the star service by 
the last appropriation bill. (I may state, as some gentlemen may not 
know what the starservice means, that it means the postal service out- 
side of railroad and steamboat service.) There was an appropriation 
made, but before advertisements could be got out and contracts let, 
the fiscal year expired, leaving a surplus eee appropria- 
tions. That surplus now remainsin the Treasury and will have to be 
covered back into the Treasury, unless reappropriated ; and it is the 
urgent request of the ape oaks pew and the needs of the country de- 
mand that this surplus should be reappropriated, that the star serv- 
ice should get the benefit of it before the expiration of the current 
year. That will be the effect of the amendment which I have offered. 

8 the hammer fell. 

r. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, we are here, as is well known, con- 
vened for certain specific purposes enumerated in the President's 
message. We have expected to confine our legislation this session 
very much to those purposes. It has been the wish and course of the 
Committee on Appropriations to consider only such subjects as the 

ublic service requires they should consider at this time. There is 


ust as much: reason in bringing up any other subject of appropriation 


in 

pt, hurriedly, without examina- 
tion of the Committee on eee sentne® its wishes, against 
its recommendation, to reappropriate $7 for the star service at 
this time. It may be but it should be considered when we 
have ample time to consider it. 

Mr. WADDELL. Has the gentleman not had it considered in the 
Committee on Appropriations i 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman asks me if it has not beén consid- 
ered in the Committee on Appropriations. I tell him it has been 
considered, and it was thought now was not the time to bring it be- 
fore thir House, 

Mr. WADDELL, Iwish to ask the gentleman further, can this 
service be done in this fiscal year unless the reappropriation be made 
during this session of Congress? : 

Mr. BLOUNT. I want to say to the gentleman that I believe it 
can. And, furthermore, I want to say this in regard to it: This is a 
surplus oyer the expenditure of the appropriation made for the 
year 1876. The Committee on Appropriations at that time sought to 
restrain the Honse, urging that the estimate was too mnch. In the 
conference committee the Postmaster-General said that this House 
had voted to him $1,000,000 for the star service more than he wanted, 
and then what was the result? Members came to him wanting addi- 
tional service, the argument being that if the money was voted the 

ini on should establish the service. But the Department 
did what they had aright to do; they exercised their discretion as 
to where they would put on the service, and the result is that there 
has been left from that appropriation $700,000. 

And now at this time, in this hurried way, with this experience, it 
is sought to reappropriate this $700,000. For one, sir, I oppose it. 
The postal service is important in all its various operations, and 
nothing should be done with it until the committee has had time in 
the regular session to consider all the communications and all the 
su tions in connection with the service. The last Congress appro- 
priated for this current year what they deemed enough. Gentlemen 
said then it was not enough; but we have the fact that $700,000 are 
left over. Iam not prepared, therefore, on a loose statement to say 
that there is not enough money now at the disposal of the Depart- 
ment for this service. On the contrary, I tell the gentleman that Mr. 
Tyner has stated to me that he will have an ample amount for this 


year. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I desire to ask the gentleman from Geor- 
gia a question. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I yield to my colleague on the committee. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I wish to ask the gentleman whether or 
not, after the Committee on Appropriations had fully conferred with 
the Postmaster-General and his assistants on this subject, it was not 
their unanimous judgment that the appropriation now asked for by 
the pending amendment was entirely unnecessary at this time? 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman is correct. I was not, however, on 
the subcommittee, which had this matter in charge, and which is 
more familiar with it than I am. 

Mr, WADDELL. Will the gentleman allow me to say 

Mr. BLOUNT. I yield to the chairman of the committee, the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. ATKINS. As chairman of the subcommittee I will say that 
the statement had reference to quite a different subject. 

Mr, WADDELL, Ithought so. Ithought the Postmaster-General 
and one of his assistants could not go directly in the teeth of what 
another had stated this very morning to me. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not yield for a speech. If the Postmaster- 
General and one assistant view this matter in one way, and another 
assistant views it in another way, that certainly furnishes the best 
reason why we should wait, 

Mr. WADDELL. But the chairman of the committee says it is 
not 50. 


The CHAIRMAN, Debate on the pending amendment is ex- 


hausted. 

Mr. WADDELL. I move to strike out the last word. 
Now, sir, in reply to what has fallen from the gentleman from 
ia, I want to say to him and to give notice to his committee 
ight now, as a member of this House, that I have sometimes voted 
with the committee against my better judgment, because I wanted 
to sustain them. But while I s always be most happy to extend 
every courtesy to them, I want the committee to understand, when 
they have had a proposition under consideration in their committee- 
room and they conclude not to reponi it favorably, if they have ex- 
2 to stop my mouth from offering amendments they are mis- 

en. 


Mr. BLOUNT. Iwant the gentleman to understand that we do not 
consider him bound in the slightest degree by our judgment. 

Mr. WADDELL. I sup not; but for fear his remarks might 
have been misapprehended, I have said what I did. 

That has been considered as a just amount by the Committee on 
Appropriations. They decided in their judgment not to include it in 
the bi There is need for this money, and I have the authority of 
an officer of the Post-Office Department here for saying that they 
think this amount is needed and that they do want this appropria- 
tion. I want the House to understand that the Post-Office Depart- 
ment could not get out the advertisements and make the contracts 


at this extra session as there is for brin up what is proposed 
this amendment. There is an attempt, fs ty 
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in time to utilize the appropriation made before the termination of 
the fiscal year. This appropriation was made for the extension of 
the star service; it has la and there it will lie unless the 
House now makes the appropriation. If the ee a be not 
made now, but be made at the regular session of Congress, it eannot 
be utilized in time. I trust the House will vote for this amendment. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. -As the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
WADDELL] has referred to the star service I desire to give some 
figures and to explain that this is an old sin and outrage against this 
portion of theservice. The Postmaster-General—I must go back for 
two or three years, but it will take but a few minutes—says the ex- 

mses for the fiscal years 1874-75 were increased 7 cent. 

at branch of the service on the frontier was the only branch of 
the service that was not increased; but was reduced $40,000 instead 
of being increased in an equal ratio with the other expenses of the 
Post-Office rtment. 

The result of this reduction was a t decrease in the service and 
a general protest on the part of the le of the frontier. And, 
hearing and at these protests of the people, Congress for 
the fiscal year of 1875,76, passed a sufficient 1 to 
make good that deficiency in the service for the year before, and also 
allowed for the ordinary increase for the year to come. 

This liberal appropriation by Congress, which equalized this service 
with other branches of the service, was made so late that the adver- 
tisements could not get out in time for the contracts to be made, and 
the result of this was a surplus of $700,000 which lapsed into the 
Treasury. Mr. er in the last NT agree bill proposed to re- 
duce the appropriation again 8500, less than the appropriation 


for the year before, and the House passed it and the result now fdo 


comes to us in this deficiency. 

Mr. Tyner has now passed away from that branch of the De 
ment, and whatever he unre now about it has nothing to do with it. 
He now presides over a different branch of the nt; but the 
gentleman now in charge of this branch of the 3 that they 
are greatly in need of money and cannot keep up the ce without 
this appropriation. I call the attention of gentlemen to the fact 
that the new States, I mean all the frontier country, are increasing in 
3 in a ratio than any other portion of the country. 

ut they have always been discriminated against and there is an 
atempt to discriminate against them now. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I have been to the Post-Office Department to get 
increased service on certain country routes, and I find it impossible 
to get such increased service upon these country routes simply be- 
cause there is no money to pay for it. And so far from its being true 
that the officers of the Post-Office De ment do not want this 
clause adopted, they expressly demand it. It is im ible to grant 
increase in the service upon the star routes withont this appro- 
priation, and I deem it due to the country that this appropriation 
should be made available. Now, there are a number of applications 
for increased service, so much needed in my country, hanging on a 
thread and depending upon whether or not this appropriation will be 
made which is necessary for this service. Will not the House reap- 
propriate this unexpended balance to be used? I hope the amend- 
ment will be adopted and that this amount will be appropriated for 
the purpose of being used in that way. It has al y been appro- 
priated, but it has not been used because the advertisements could 
not be issued in time and the contracts made to make it available, 
hence it lapsed into the Treasury. There can be no possible argu- 
ment against allowing this appropriation. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Iam not at all an enemy of the star 
service, but a friend of it. I am not aware, however, from what 
little knowledge I have of the subject, that the branch of the Post- 
Office Department which runs the star service has suffered ve 
materially. I recollect very well, sir, the circumstances under whic 
the appropriation of $700,000 lapsed and was covered into the 


ry. 

Mr.CLYMER. Not yet. It runs two years longer. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. It is not available, however, for present 
service. Now, I am in favor of furnishing suficient and complete 
mail facilities to all portions of the country; but I am not in favor 
of reappropriating this amount of $700, for this service without 
further consideration. While I would take or send the mails through- 
out the Territories and the new States, yet I need not say to tle- 
men that nine-tenths of all the swindles, all the cheats in the Post- 
Office Department have been in connection with the use of money in 
the star-route service in the Territories, in Texas, and upon the Pacific 


coast. 

Mr. WADDELL. I wish this committee to understand that this 
surplus fund is proposed to be expended almost exclusively for the 
star service in the Southern States, which service has decreased 
below what it was in 1861. : 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. The amendment does not say so; you 
do not specify what routes the money is to be used for. I am op- 
pond to giving $700,000 in a lump to answer the demands which I 

now come from the great contractors on the long routes in the Ter- 
ritories to increase their service, jumping ap 50,090 or a hundred 
thousand for an increase of a single day in the week. If you want 
more money to soppy cad people of the country with mails who 
ought to have them, then prepare your amendment so as to put the 
service where it ought to be increased, but do not throw it ina lump 


7 
at the head of the Assistant Postmaster-General to be preyed upon by 
an army of contractors on the long western routes who are always on 
the lookout to get an increase of pay. Ido not believe it is best to 
have any of this legislation at this time. If any money is reappro- 
priated, let it be $20,000 or $100,000 and not $700,000. ° 
Mr. ROBBINS. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 
Mr. MONEY. Irenew it for the purpose of saying one or two words 
on this sabject, This appropriation has already been made, and the 
roposition of the chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and 
ost-Roads [ Mr. WADDELL] is simply to utilize this sum for the ben- 
efit of the star service, more especially in the Southern States. I 
desire to read for the information of the Committee of the Whole a 
statement showing the relative condition of the star service as com- 
pared with the other service: 
The total on of the country has been increased nearly 30 per cent. in 
fourteen years; but it has actually been decreased in the Southern States 20 per 
neat; and the total expenditares for the star service in the South is less than in 


These routes in the South have suffered because the Postmaster- 
General did not have time to get in bids for those routes.. The conse- 
quence has been that the service has been withdrawn from routes to 
my personal knowledge. In my own district, a little hamlet contain- 
ing six or seven stores and forty or fifty houses has been left entirely 
without mail service. I know of other places in the same condition. 
This amendment of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads is 
simply to utilize the appropriation which has already been made for 
a specific purpose, and there is no reason which the members of the 
Committee on Appropriations can submit why this should not be 


ne. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr, ROBBINS, ] 
by way of demonstrating the necessity for this appropriation, says 
that he went to the Post-Office Department and wanted additional 
service, and they told him he could not get it because they did not 
have the money. 

It has been my duty to come in contact with that Department for 
the last two years, and I know that is always the ery, not only of the 
Post-Office Department, but of all the Departments. As I havealready 
stated, during the year 1876 the very same argument was used to in- 
duce us to appropriate money, and what was the result? That very 
Department laughed at this House becanse we had been imposed upon 
by just such arguments as this, and had voted $1,000,000 more than 
was needed. : 

Do gentlemen propose to adopt this rule in regard to all the appro- 

riations? Will they go into the Treasury De ment, the War 
partment, and all the other Departments of this Government, and 
take their statements of what money is required for the public sery- 
ice, and then come here and record statements? For one, I am 


not prepared to do that. 

No matter was more carefully considered by the Committee on 
Appropriations than the posi ce approp. bill for this very 
year and for the coming fiscal year. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Will the gentleman allow me one word? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Certainly. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I simply want to state this, and I thank the gen- 
tleman for yielding—— 
Not for aspeech; I thought the gentleman wanted 


Mr. BLOUNT. 
to ask a question. 

Mr. ROBBINS, I want to make one remark. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I cannot yield for a speech. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Only a few words. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Ihave not time. The gentleman will find the very 
same argament ringing in his ears if he sits here twenty years; the 
ee same response will be made to members. 

he gentleman from Texas [Mr. SCHLEICHER] says that Mr. Tyner 
o head of the Post-Office Department. 
He was for a long time in this House a member of the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and had charge of the appropriation bill 
for that Department. He been at the head of the Department 
and has held other positions in the Department. I imagine there is 
no other man in this city, perhaps no other in the country, who is at 
this time more familiar with the wants of the Department, and he 
has not recommended this appropriation. 

Gentlemen say that this appropriation has not all been consumed, 
because the contracts could not be made. No such statements have 
been made to our committee. This House is now informed of it for 
the first time by two or three gentlemen on the floor. The statement 
may be correct, but my opinion is that the fact is just the contrary. 
‘And this brings me back to urge upon the House that this very differ- 
ence of opinion makes it proper that this money should not be ne 
priated at this time, but we should postpone our action until full 
opportunity is afforded for consideration. 

r. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose the 
amendment. Its purpose isto appropriate $700,000 for the star serv 
ice, by which is understood post-routes outside of steamboats and 
railroad lines. In other words to carry the mail on horseback or by 
stage. The necessity of this has not been made apparent. The Post- 
master-General neither in his written statement nor verbally, when 
before the Committee on Appropriations, asked for this or any other 
sum for this object. Itis fair to assume that if it had been a pressing 
want it would have been communicated to the committee or the House, 


has passed out and is not at 


1877. 
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This large sum should not be acted upon hastily, on the spur of the 
moment, and on an amendment offered by a member not com- 
3 _ If the appropriation is proper it can be granted at the regu- 

session. 
Mr. WADDELL. Will my friend allow me to tell him what the 


m is? 
Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I yield to the gentleman for that 


purpose. 

Mr. WADDELL, Time is of the very essence of this amendment. 
It does not make a new appropriation, but simply pro; to apply 
money already in the Treasury to immediate service during the fis- 

“eal year. The Department, under the existing law, cannot use the 
money except for the year for which the appropriation was made. 
‘We want to have the appropriation available at once, so that it may 
be utilized during this year—between now and the 1st of July 
next. Ihave no doubt that the Committee on Appropriations at the 
regular session will provide for this appropriation, but we want the 
money made available now, so that the Department may put on this 
service at once, 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. The 
he stated before. I gave him the benefit of his two speeches on this 
subject. I only wish to say in reply that the officers of the Depart- 
ment who have had special charge of this matter do not agree with 
the gentleman, and I prefer to take the opinion of those to whom 
this question has been specially commi for inquiry, It is fair 
to suppose that the gentlemen in of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment understood their duties, and they have failed to indicate that 
this subject-matter ought to be provided for at the present session. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I merely wish to say to my friend from Georgia 
[Mr. BLOUNT] that, while we do not take what may be said by gen- 
tlemen in the e as an absolute puze to go by, it is very 
well worth our while to listen to what they have to say as indicating, 
perhaps, what it may be wise for us to do. But, Mr. Chairman, we 
ure not altogether dependent upon what is said at the Post-Office 
Department. This House has already acted upon this subject once. 
If I am not misinformed, this appropriation which we now want to 
make available was made heretofore with the sanction of Mr. Hol- 
man, of Indiana, who was recently at the head of the Committee on 
8 This appropriation has been passed upon by the 

ouse; it bas been placed at the disposal of the Post-O Depart- 
ment for the improvement of the star service; but for wantof time 
it has not been used. Now the question is whether this House will 
not authorize the Post-Office Departinent to do what the last House 
thought was proper to be done. I cannot see why we should not 
allow this money, which Congress has already appropriated, to be 
used for the purpose for which it was given. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I withdraw my pro forma amend- 
ment, 

Mr. FOSTER. Irenew it. Mr. Chairman, it is rather pleasant to 
me to see these gentlemen on the other side now taking some of their 
medicine of “reform” which they were so fond of administering to 
others in the last House, All these gentlemen are excellent watch- 
dogs when the family is not around. [Laughter.] Now, object to 
this appropriation because it is of a nature that is very vicious, It 
is pro to 8 1 sum of money - nobody knows how much, 
It was phi this vicious practice that the House and the country 
was so greatly deluded last year as to the amount of reduction made. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Just as it was in spear to the naval deficiencies, 

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman has his say, and I hope he will 
not interrnpt me. Now, I ask these gentlemen. who are now squirm- 
ing (although they stood so manfully by the Committee on Appro- 

riations during the last Co ) to stand by that committee now. 

here will be time enough in the future for the consideration of this 

nestion. We cannot afford to appropriate $700,000 or $800,000 in 
this way ; for I understand it will take that much out of the Treasury. 
There are other things being neglected which demand prompter at- 
tention than this. I say to my friends on this side and on the other, 
let the Comniittee on Appropriations examine this matter at the next 
session, and probably the proper thing will be done. 

Mr. JACOBS. Mr. Chairman, the benefits of the Government of the 
United States are probably felt more by the citizen through the Post- 
Office Department than in any other way. Now,I have been for 
some twenty-five years a resident of the Territories of the United 
States. Since coming on here at this session, I have been time and 
again at the Post-Office Department asking the extension of the 
postal service to communities of one hundred families that now have 
to go in some instances thirty miles for their mail matter. I am con- 
stantly told that the Department is willing to extend this service; 
but that there is no money. 

The Territories are fast filling up, specially my Territory; and there 
are communities of from tifty to one hundred families in that Terri- 
tory with no mail service at all and who have to go from tifteen to 
thirty miles for their mail matter. The Department constantly tell 


me they are willing to extend to those communities the mail facili- 
ties of this Government but there is no money for that purpose. I 
find in the cities if they have to go some four or five blocks for the 
purpose of depositing their mail matter it is great cause of complaint, 
and yet citizeus of the Territories of the United States, who mostly 
only have mail service once a week, have frequently to go from fif- 
teen to thirty and forty miles to get their letters and papers, and that 


tlemen has restated what | J 


riation for our citizens, 
on of the northwestern 
nst the claim of Great 


because Congress refuses to make this appro; 
Men who have gone out and taken 

rtion of the Union and have held it 

itain, building up an empire there and laying the foundation of 
States yet to be, are to be denied these poor privileges for the want 
of a little money. 

Here the hammer fell. 


1 

. SINGLETON. Mr. Chairman, I wish to respond in a few words 
to the statement made by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. FOSTER ] 
during the general debate. An effort was made upon his part to 
charge upon this side of the House the whole amount involved in this 
deficiency appropriation bill, when he ought to have known, if he does 
not, that about ,000 of that amount was occasioned by the legis- 
lation of the Forty-third Congress. Ihave before me the statement 
of the Assistant Postmaster-General : 


It is necessary 
Says Mr. Tyner 


the appropriation for ment of postmasters’ salaries for the fiscal 
ane in 1877, ame the to ast 2 w the 1.0 end 

or the ear en une 30, amoun el * no 
ptes n g 1876, ting to $397,391.01, 

Now, sir, L submit that it is a little disingenuous for my friend to 
attempt to throw upon this side of the House, and upon the demo- 
eratio party, the responsibility of this deficiency, when he knew or 
ought to have known from the documents before him that within a 
fraction of $400,000 was a deficiency occasioned by the acts of the 
Forty-third Congress, and not of the Forty-fourth Congress. 

Then again it always been customary, as the Post-Office De- 
partment has never paid its expenses, to makean additional appro- 

praon in order that we might have an efficient postal service. The 
8 made au additional appropriation to the income of the 
Post-Office Department. 

It was then provided, if the revenues of the Post-Ofice Department 
should be insufficient to meet the appropriations made by that act, 
then, the sum of $6,852,705, or so much thereot as should be found neces- 
sary, was appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, to supply the deficiencies in the revenues of the 
Post-Oftice Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876. It 
is a well-known fact, Mr. Chairman, that in making up the sum-total 
of expenditures for the fiscal year of 1877 this amount. was added. 
It has been charged up against the democratic party and against the 
Forty-fourth Co I wish it to be understood that we are not 
now making an additional appropriation, but that there is an unex- 
pended balance. of that appropriation of the last Congress which we 
now propose to reappropriate; and yet the gentleman would have us 
charged asecond time with the amount heretofore appropriated, which, 
not being used, is now only reappropriated. 

In other words, we gave the Post-Office Department this amonnt 
last year and charged ourselves with it; and because it was not used 
during the fiscal year 1877, we are now to be charged with it again, 
We have not drawn this sum twice from the Treasury, and, there- 
fore, should not be twice charged with it. 

[Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. SINGLETON. I now move that the committee rise, in order. 
to terminate debate upon this paragraph. 

Mr. HOOKER. I hope not, as I have not been heard. . 

Mr. SINGLETON. I my colleague wishes to be heard, I will with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. HOOKER. Lrenewthe amendment. I understand, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the deficiency which exists in this particular, and which 
it is proposed by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. WAD- 
DELL] to add, grew out of this state of facts: I remember very well 
when the appropriation for the support of the post-office service was 
under discussion in the first session of the Forty-fourth Cong ress that 
it was suggested by my friend from Texas [Mr. SCHLEICHER] that 
the appropriation should be divided, and there should be so much 
money appropriated for the star service and so much for the other 
service, and they did make such distinction, and required the money 
appropriated for this particular service, which was intended to give 

mail facilities to that region of country sparsely settled rep- 
resented by himself and others from the southwestern portion of the 
country, should be devoted to that special object. That amendment 
was adopted, but the money was not used which was specially 8 47 5 
priated for the star service. On the raf erde was great reduc- 
tion by the Department, in the exercise of its discretion, inthe expendi- 
ture of that appropriation, while there was great increase in the other 
service. The purpose of the House then, and the object of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina now, is to require this 
money, which was then appropriated and which was not used in the 
star service as directed by this House—it should be because of the 
want of time, it having passed too late in the session to publish adver- 
tisements and let out routes—that it shall be used now for the proper 
increase of the star service in those regions of the country which 
are so little supplied with mail service, 

If you wait until the regular session to make this appropriation 
you will probably make it late in the session and we will still be de- 
prived of the mail facilities we are entitled to in that region. Our 
population goes only where mail facilities go; and as they follow 

| along the track of great lines of railway they will bring population 
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with them. But we do not so much want that the appropriation for 
this star service shall be increased as that the appropriation shall be 
so made that the Department shall not be able to divert it from the 
purpose for which the Representatives of the ee. have directed it 
to be made to establish lines on railroads, which are to be used in the 
interest of poison parties. 

Mr. BLO . Is the gentleman correct in stating that money 
e ge F a has been used to pay railroad com- 

nies , 

1 Jr. HOOKER. I think I am correct in this, that the money ap- 
ropriated to the star service has not been used and that the service 
been crippled for the want of its use, and that there has been 
expended for the other service more than deed are by the acts 
3 the money. I think I am correct in making that state- 
ment; and, if the money was originally ap riated for the purpose 
of increasing the star service and the Department has failed to use 
it for the reasons which have been stated repeatedly on this floor, is 
there any reason why it should not now be reappropriated and the 
De sg eT b to use it? 
` Mr. BLO . Ido not like to interrupt the gentleman, but per- 
haps he will permit me to say this: that if he knows that any of the 
money appropriated for the star service has been used for the rail- 
road service he would be doing the country a benefit by letting the 
House and the country know it. 
|. Mr. HOOKER. I will say that while the Department rg ae to 
use tof ado appropriated for increasing the rail- 
road poe steamboat service, yet, for the reasons I have stated, it does 
not use the appropriations made by this House to increase the star 
service. We have a right to require that the appropriation shall be 
made so that the answer may no longer be given by the Department, 
We do not do this because there are no funds for void A. fee If 
this money has been once appro and has not been for the 
reasons I have suggested, why should it not be reappropriated and 
see a purposes to which the House has directed it ought to 
a 
— the hammer fell. 
. FENN. I ask that this amendment shall be adopted; that the 
ple of the new States and Territories, one of which I have the 
oe in part to represent, may have the amount of postal service 
they require: Iam living in the town of Mount Idaho, sixty-five 
miles from the city of Lewistown. There are surrounding me a pop- 
ulation of over two thousand in our county. From its county seat, 
Mount Idaho, there are two mail-routes extending to distant portions 
of the county. One of them, a hundred miles in length, has a week- 
ly service; that is to say, a service once a week in summer and semi- 
monthly in winter. On the other route, weekly service, from Lewis- 
town to Idaho, we have a semi-weekly mail. It includes service of 
a military post, where there are two companies of troops, and yet we 
have but a semi-weekly mail; and when we go to the Department 
we are met by the statement that they must have more money before 
we can have more ce. 

Mr. HASKELL. I move to strike out the last word. 

I desire to say to the committee that in my State there are at least 
thirty or forty postal routes that we desire to have established to-day. 
I have in m ion at least a dozen letters from Colorado askin, 
the same privilege and the same advan Now, Mr. Chairman, 
do not desire to indulge in any vicious legislation. I do not desire to 
ask of this body an appropriation of money that shall be charged by 
anybody as unconstitutional and wrong or dangerous. But I do de- 
sire that this committee should understand that upon our western 
border this matter of mail service is of infinite importance to us, and 
therefore if the members of this House can conscientiously vote and 
give us the appropriation asked for, and thus aid us in this direction, 
they will be confe a lasting benefit upon our people. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I wish to say, being a member of the Appropri- 
ation Committee and charged with the care of this bill, that I amno 
enemy of the star service. On the contrary, I would do anything I 
could to promote it, for the benefit of those portions of the country 
not adjacent to railroad lines. But here is a proposition to reappro- 

riate $700,000; and we find charges made by members upon the 

oor that money appropriated to the Post-Office Department has in 
some instances been misapplied. Now I ask is it good sense or good 
policy in this hasty way to appropriate $700,000 without examining 
into the matter? . 

Mr. WADDELL. I am sure my friend from Mississippi would not 
let the House be misled into the idea that my proposition is a propo- 
sition to appropriate $700,000 of the people’s money. I hope the gen- 
tleman will allow it to be unders that the money is lying there 
in such a position that the Department cannot use it, and t the 


object of my amendment is to sf ke posip it. 

r. SINGLETON. That is we erstood. A large part of the 
year, about one-third of it, is already past, and now, sir, I cannot 
see any necessity for appropriating $700,000 out of the Treasury 
of the United States, or reappropriating if the gentleman pleases, 
when the year is almost half 8 We ought to mature a system by 
which the star service should be given out to the several States in 
proportion to the population or to their necessities. We ought to 
define the system and restrict the Postmaster-General in such a way 
as that mail facilities shall be afforded to every part of the country. 
I will give my aid at any time to such a proposition. But I submit 


that there is nothing in the condition of the Post-Office Department 
at this time which would induce us to reappropriate $700,000 ont 
of the money in the Treasury of the United States in such hot haste, 
not knowing how or where it is to be used. This is asking a little 
= much of this body, without proper investigation being made into 

e matter. 

I do not believe that it would be wise to make this appropriation 
now. At the regular session of Congress we can rectify all these 
wrongs and make the proper e ire I move that the com- 
signage eet api ped seg ev ing debate. 

Mr. HOOPER. we not entitled to a vote upon the amendment 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. WaDDELL?] 

Mr. SINGLETON. I do not ere sent to cut off a vote upon that 
amendment, but simply to close debate. 

The question was taken upon Mr. SINGLETON’s motion; and it was 

on i 


agreed 

The committee accordingly arose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. WricuT reported that the Committee of the ole on 
the state of the Union had, according to order, had under consid- 
eration the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes, and 
had come to no conclusion thereon. x 

Mr. SINGLETON. I move that when the Honse resolves itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union and resumes 
the consideration of the deficiency bill, that debate on the pending 
paragraph be terminated in one minute. 

The motion was to. 


Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the motion 


was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. . 

Mr. SINGLETON. I now move that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the pur- 

of resuming consideration of the deficiency bill. 

‘The motion was to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. WRIGHT in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN, All debate on the pending paragraph $ limited 
to one minute. 

Mr. CLYMER. In that minute I desire to say that the only source 
upon whieh the Committee on Appropriations depends for informa- 
tion in regard to this matter is the Post-Office Department. I hold 
in my hand, in writing, from the Assistant Postmaster-General, the 
only recommendation given to the committee, and this appropriation 
is not included in it. I hope that the Committee of the Whole will 
sustain the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. ELAM. If the bill is not perfect, let it be recommitted and 
perfected. There is not in my district one-half the mail service that 
there was in 1861, and when we apply for additional mail service we 
are met by the statement that there is no money to pay for additional 
mail service. I hope that the bill will be recommitted to the com- 
mittee so that it may be perfected. 

The question was taken upon the amendment offered by Mr. WAD- 
DELL; and being put, there were—ayes 135, noes 57. 

Mr. PUGH. I call for tellers. 

Taner were ordered; and Mr. CLYMER and Mr, PATTERSON wero 
appointed. 

he committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 118, noes 71. 

So the amendment was to. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I give notice that I will ask for a yea-and-nay vote 
in the House u is amendment. 

Mr. WADDELL. That will suit me exactly. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read as follows: 
dhs TROEDE LODA] pesteh sbugxnas es bs nenvumed tn ihe erty DE Peed: Rr PIENA tk 

0 0 conven: 
the spring of 1878 S b. N * 

Mr. COX, of New York. I offer the following amendment, to come 
in at the end of line 123: 

ALLOWANCE FOR REDUCTION OF WAGES. 

That there be riated out of any moneys in the not otherwise 
propriated such — sy be fequited to pay the 3 ee 
eee eee eee the Government in excess of the 
eight hours’ labor per provided by law. 

Mr. Chairman, this is not a new p tion. Ithink it was offered 
by my friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. BaANKs,] and made a part of 
the annual appropriation, as will be found by reference to the Re- 
vised Statutes, page 729, section 3689. 

It was a permanent annual appropriation, and on the 18th of May, 
1872, the allowance for the reduction of wages was adopted, as will 
be found in section 3738 of the Revised Statutes, which I ask the 
Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

SECTION 3738. Eight hours shall constitute a day's work for all la! work- 

: ee N 


men, and mechanics who may be em: by or on behalf of the 
the United States. N ployed by 


Mr. COX, of New York. The proposition does not require any dis- 
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cussion; it is simply following the precedent already established. 
The a eee not a 8 I do not know how much, but I 


woul fracge nothing to labor. f 

Mr. SINGLETON. The proposition, it seems to me, has nothing 
meritorious about it. No estimate has been furnished to us touching 
this matter. We do not know who the gentleman proposes to pay. 
We do not know how much or how little money his amendment pro- 
poses to appropriate. It does not indicate any eee amount. It 
does not state who shall adjust these claims or who shall settle them 
or to whom the money is to be paid. It seems to me to beso utterly 
indefinite that it should have no place in this bill. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I am following the exact precedent set in 
a former appropriation bill, which was then satisfactory to both par- 
ti 


es. 

Mr. SINGLETON. That may be true, and I have no doubt that 
some kind of estimates, some data were furnished to the committee 
upon which they could act. But here there is nothing of the sort. 
This is the first time I have had notice of any such appropriation. I 
do not say that upon a proper showing I would be opposed to make 
such an appropriation as this. But it seem to me that it comes 
in very inappropriately to this bill. 

Mr. DEN. Eroi like the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Cox] 
to inform the committee what is the sum of money which this provi- 
sion would probably take from the Treasury; also whether it is a de- 
2 arising from any failure last year to appropriate a sufficient 
sum of money to carry into effect any law. I ask hi 
tion. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I cannot tell the exact amount that might 
be required by my amendment, I know this, however, that when 
these settlements took place before some $15,000 or $20,000 was paid 
to these workingmen. I know that there are men now working on the 
new State 8 building, at the White House, and in some of 
the navy-y who are enti to receive ten or fifteen cents a day 
each more than they have been paid; they should be paid more ac- 
cording to the law. There will be no trouble in making this settle- 
ment. It has been done before and it can be done again. The law 
isa nt law, and an appropriation should be made to carry it 
into effect. I do not understand why tlemen who are so anxious 
to make other appropriskond should hesitate to make this appropri- 
tion for labor. I propose that the Government shall pay its laborers 
what they have earned under the law, according to their understand- 
ing of the contract. 

. GLOVER. Allow me to ask the gentleman a question. It is 
whether these laborers are not working under a special contract for 
a longer period of time than eight hours a day, upon a specific agree- 
ment as to wages. I understand that the eight-hour law does not 


fix w £ 

And i wish to make this further remark if the gentleman will in- 
dulge me; I want to say that this is a general proposition. A t 
deal is constantly being said here about labor, about the eight- 
law and the people who work under it. Now, those who work under 
the eight-hour law constitute a very small class as compared with 
the great body of the laboring poopie of the United States. I believe 
this whole principle is wrong. The mass of ple of the United 
States who are laboring outside of this eight-hour law are working 
from twelve to fifteen hours a day, and out of the results of their 
3 aap pome the revenues by which these eight-hour gentlemen 
are 

Mr. COX, of New York. In answer to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Grover] allow me to say that the Secretary of the Navy, 
in connection with the gentleman who has c of the new State 
Department building, has recently so modified the hours of labor as 
to make a day’s work average throughout the year eight hours, to 
the satisfaction of the laboring-men; they are entirely eontent with 
that arrangement. Even the men who work about the White House 
have appeared before the committees of this House by a committee 
of their number and some sort of an arrangement has been made 
with which they are content. ‘ 

I want, as I believe the people of the United States want, the 
labor of the country to be paid fairly and justly, so that those who 
labor may perform their work cheerfully. This is only in pursuance 
of what has been done already. All the formula, all the rules and 
regulations to pay this extra pay will be found in the Comptroller's 
Office; there is no trouble about it at all. The only question is, shall 
we out the law or shall we repeal it? If Congress does not 
repeal the law, then let us stand by it and stand by the bone and 
sinew of the country; that is, labor. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the pending amendment. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have offered the amendment in good 
faith and I hope it will be voted on. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to strike ont the last word. The gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Cox] says that this appropriation is such 
as has been heretofore made in appropriation bi I desire to say 
to him that this is the first time since I haye been here that I have 
known of such a proposition, and I was on the Committee on Appro- 
priations duting the fast Congress. 

I object to this method of appropriating money. The gentleman 
comes before the House with his proposition, when no committee has 
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for inferma- 
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had time to examine the subject, and asks that a provision be inserted 
in this appropriation bill, involving an amount concerning which we 
cannot even conjecture, which may require the expenditure of hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars. There is no occasion for this action 
being taken now. If there has been erroneous legislation do not cor- 
rhe ates eax he ed and ought to be ed lik 

matter can be postponed and ought to be postpon e many 
other subjects until the re session of Congress, when the com- 
mittees of this House have time to examine these questions, and 
especially so important a question as this. Ido hope that members 
of this Committee of the Whole are not prepared to act on 8 
ations in this way when they have had no consideration at y any 
committee of this Hoase. 

I regret very much to oppose the gentleman from New York, but I 
feel it my duty as a member of this committee, having some respon- 
sibility for the appropriations that may be made by the House, to urge 
that we shall not F N money in this way. I ask eee 
on this side of the House to support me in this position. During the 
last canvass we claimed that we had reduced the expenses of this 
Government 830,000. 000, but if the spirit manifested here to-day is to 
be kept up, if the Committee on Appropriations is to be overridden 
from day to day, that record will be wiped out; and when we go 
into the next canvass we shall have retraced all the steps we have 
taken in the way of retrenchment. |. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Chairman, I think the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New York is in order and isa proper amendment 
to be offered to a deticiency bill. 

The CHAIRMAN, This is not a question of order; the question is 
upon the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I am very well aware of that, and am merely urg- 
ing that it is a germane amendment to a deficiency bill; and Iam ad- 
vocating its adoption. Con by law fixed eight hours as a “ge 
labor, but ce officers of the Goverment thereupon reduced the 

y of these laboring-men, in violation of law, by allowing only 

‘our-fifths of the pay theretofore allowed. Those men were entitled 
by law to the amount thus deducted, as the eight-hour law specifically 
provided shat wages should not be so redu This amount has been 

‘or two or three years withheld from them, and the amendment, 
which simply proposes to pay them, is perfectly 5 Bills have 
been introduced into the last two Congresses. tn e last Con 
it was favorably reported by the committee unanimously, but failed 
for want of time. It is a just debt and ought to be paid promptly, 
and this is a proper place to insert it. 

I hopo that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. sical HAD he un- 
dertakes to economize will not cut down the wages of laboring-men. 
To refuse to pay what is justly aud legally due them is a false econ- 
omy. When the law had fixed eight hours as a day's labor, there 
was no warrant of law for deducting from the of these work- 
ingmen. One-fifth of what they before received was deducted, 
as I have said, in violation of law. This amendment proposes simply 
to pay them the amount thus unjustly withheld, and I hope it will be 
agreed to and that economy will be applied to a more legitimate ob- 
ject than depriving a laborer of the wages he has earned. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Chairman, it occurs to me that we are 
launching upon an unknown sea when we undertake to make 
appropriations ọf this sort without the subject having been consid- 
ered by any of the heads of Departments, or any ittee of Ac- 
counts or Claims. There has been nothing before any committee, 
and so far as I know there is nothing before this House, upon which 
this action can be based. No evidence is adduced here to show that 
there has been any deficiency in this respect. We do not know that 
there is a single employé of the Government who has worked one 
hour over eight hours a day. Yet we are gravely asked to make an 
appropriation of an unknown sum to pay unknown persons for un- 
known services, 

It seems to me, sir, that these questions should come before us reg- 
ularly. If there be any acces A in this respect, let the matter 
scratinized by some committee; let it undergo examination; or if 
that be not done, let some head of a Department take the responsi- 
bility of recommending an appropriation of this kind. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I wish to state that there was on the files of the 
last Congress a communication, accompanied by a statement from 
the Second Comptroller, covering all these amounts. There was 
also a bill favorably reported from the committee; but the matter lay 
on our table and was never reached for want of time ut the closing 
session of last Co 

Mr. SINGLETON. That may be all very true; and the same thing 
might have been done ten years ago. But this is an entirely new 
Congress: many of the members here know nothing of what was done 
in the last Congress. If gentlemen are so eager to have this question 
considered now and ingrafted upon this 3 bill, why did they 
not call for the papers to which the gentleman alludes at the present 
session and have them referred to the Committee of Accounts that 
they might examine into the matter and make a report? Mr. Chair- 
man, I hope this amendment will be voted down. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, this is no new matter; the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] is new to the subject; 
that is all. The provision of law to which I have referred was passed 
in 1872, It was passed one year and then another year, and y 
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rated in the Revised Statutes, on page 732, from which I 
It is utterly impossible to get over it, or under it, or 
around it, 3 by a violation of the provision of law as crystalized 
in the Revised Statutes. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I do not object to paying these men whatever 


they may be entitled to for the labor they have done, but I do object 
to the gentleman foisting this matter upon the House in this unusual 
way, sanctioned by no proper authority and a sort of filius nullius, 
Mr. COX, of New York. These gentlemen have no special attor- 
neys; they have no lobbyists to press their claims here; they have 
nobody to represent them on this floor except the Representatives of 
a free le, and they will be heard in the next election, if not now. 
Mr. SINGLETON. the gentleman say that because a man is 
a laboring-man he can approach Congress through a different channel 
from that in which other men have to come ! 

Mr. COX, of New York. I do not say that. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I do not pretend to deny that these men have 
the same rights and privileges that belong to other people, but I do 
say that when they come to Congress with their claims, those claims 
should be submitted to a p committee for investigation even as 
the claims of other men. I would not deprive them of one cent 
23 due, but we must observe the rules and usages of this House 

the adjustment of claims against the Government. 

Mr. COX, of New York. With all respect 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I wish to ask my friend from New York 
a question, if he will permit me. 

r. COX, of New York. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Does not the gentleman think he wonld 
better subserve the interest of the laboring-man by going before the 
committee and explain there in reference to this matter 

Mr. COX, of New York. They know all about it. [Langhter.] 
Everybody knows all aboutit. This eight-hour business has been 
proclaimed by the President, by the law, by everything known to our 
official life for the last five or six very y ws the sub- 
ject. We have already paid off the excess above eight hours in 
and in. Why hesitate now? Why do gentlemen on this side of 
the House, friends of labor, [laughter, ] hesitate? Are weon this side 
forever to be placed in the minority? It looks very much like it. I 
therefore ask my amendment be voted on substantially. 

Several MEMBERS. “Question!” “Question!” 

The amendment was — read. 

Mr. PATTERSON, I should like to know how much money is ap- 
pare by that amendment. Can the gentleman who introduced 

t tell us anything about it? 

Mr. ATKINS, I wish to say that amendment is very indefinite in 
its terms. Who is authorized to pay these men? It is not stated 
who is authorized to them. It is an indefinite matter. 

Mr. COX, of New York. It is fixed by the statutes. 

The question was put; and the e n stated that the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I demand a division. 

The committee divided ; and there were ayes 31, noes not counted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is evidently defeated. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The CHAIRMAN. There were not enough to order tellers, 

Mr. COX, of New York. I hope the galleries noticed the members 

` who failed to vote for the proposition. [Langhter. 

Mr. CONGER. There was not a sufficient number to call for the 
tellers because there is not a sufficient number of navy-yards. [Laugh- 


ter. 
. WARD, I move after line 123 to insert the following amend- 
ment. i 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. SINGLETON. I make the point of order that the amendment 
is not ane to the subject. 

Mr. BUTLER. It comes too late, as that paragraph has been already 

. Irise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BUTLER. That paragraph has been passed and another sub- 
ject taken up and discussed. 

Mr. WARD.. I offer that amendment, Mr. Chairman, and I do not 
think it will meet with any opposition from any part of this House. 
It is offered in the interest of an industry which is considered and 
acknowl to be of the greatest im ce to this country. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I make the point of order that the amendment 
is not in order, and therefore cannot be discussed. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the gentleman’s point of order? 

Mr. SINGLETON. That paragraph has been passed, and in addi- 
tion to that the gentleman’s amendment is not germane to and has 
no connection with the pending subject. 3 

Mr. WARD. I offer it, I repeat, Mr. Chairman 

The CHAIRMAN, Does the gent eman's amendment embrace any- 
thing which has been adopted in the bill so far as we have gone? 

Mr. CLYMER. I suggest to the Chair the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New York was not an amendment to the para- 
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graph, but an independent one, and the paragraph, therefore, has not 
been passed, but is open to amendment, : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the amendment not to be in 
order, and rules it out. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


To James Morrow for services rendered under the doorkeeper of the Ho 
under resolution of March 2, 1871, $330. sig 


Mr. FRYE. I move to strike out in lines 153 and 154 the words 
* $350 ;” and Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to what is called, and has been for a long time known as“ the 
soldiers’ roll.” A few years ago every man in the House and country 
knew what if meant. To-day it is a conundrum and no man can an- 
swer it. It was born in 1867 under a resolution offered by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, the friend of the soldier, I refer to Mr. Holman; 
it was renewed by resolution in 1469; renéwed by resolution in 1870; 
renewed by resolution in 1871; renewed by resolution in 1872; and 
in 1873 the Appropriation Committee adopted it and enacted that “ to 
enable the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives to pay thir- 
teen crippled and disabled soldiers now in the employment of the 
Doorkeeper of the House from March 3, 1873, to April 1, 1873” In 
1574 again the APEL raon Committee made an ba po ton rec- 
ognizing the rollof “ crippled and disabled Union soldiers,” fourteen 
in number; and in 1875again the Appropriation Committee ized 
that roll as “the soldiers’ roll;” but in the last Congress, the Forty- 
fourth Con the words “crippled and disabled” were dropped out 
by the Appropriation Committee, and yet it was ized as “ the 
soldiers’ roll,” for when the Doorkeeper undertook to discharge one 
on that roll and he was discharged the matter was brought to the 
attention of the Judiciary Committee, and they authorized Mr. Lord, 
then a member of the committee from New York State, to report that 
it ha not in the power of the Doorkeeper to disturb that soldiers’ 
ro 

Now, in the Forty-fourth Congress, second session, the words 
“crippled and disabled Union“ have been dropped out, and a provis- 
ion is made for “ fourteen messengers on the soldiers’ roll at $1,200.” 
The present Doorkeeper of this House has taken advantage of that 
legislation, as he had a right to do; and he has removed from the 
soldiers’ roll every crippled and disabled Union soldier who was on it 
in the Forty-fourth Congress, except one who has lost both arms. And 
I am informed, and credibly informed, that he has placed on that roll 
able-bodied men, whether soldiers or not I am not informed, whether 
confederates or not I am not informed, and I care very little in rela- 
tion to that. ` 

Mr. SPARKS. Will the gentleman allow me 

Mr, FRYE. The gentleman must pardon me. I have but five 
minutes, 

Mr. FORT. I desire to say that the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
FRYE] is mistaken. They are not all discharged. I know at least 
of one Charles Demars who has not been discharged. He is the only 
one, however, I do know. 

[Here the hammer fell. J 

Mr. HALE. I rise to op the amendment, and yield my time to 
big Pages; [Mr. FRYE. 

r. FRYE. I am obliged to the gentleman from Maine, my col- 
league, for his courtesy. I am corrected by the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Fort,] who informs me that they have not all been 
disc ; that he knows of one who has been retained. If one 
single man on that soldiers’ roll who was a at or disabled Union 
soldier has been discharged and his place supplied by an able-bodied 
man, I say that the Doorkeeper of this House has violated what was 
clearly the spirit of the law for at least seven years, what has been 
the spirit of the law ever since I have been.in this House, and it 
makes no difference whether the vacancy so created has been filled 
by a confederate or a Northern democrat. 

It may be, sir, that in these daya ot pacification it is our duty to 
do away with that crippled and disabled soldiers’ roll. Ifor myself 
believe that it should not be done away with, but that you should 
keep crippled and disabled Union soldiers on it, and that so long as 
they are able to do the service of waiting upon the doors of these 

ries you should not permit your Doorkeeper to discharge them and 

t able-bodied men in their places. If you determine that the word 

Union“ must be left out for 8 leave it out, but do it like 
men, so that the country may know what we are doing, that we are 
doing it purposely, that we are doing it for pacification, that wo are 
doing it t is right. Sir, when the ident sees fit to take 
men who have been in the confederate service and to-day are demo- 
crats and put them into office of responsibility and power, why 
should not the Doorkeeper remove these crippled Union soldiers and 
replace them with confederates ? 

en a iach Will the gentleman yield to me for a ques- 
tion 

Mr. FRYE. Not now. The President of the United States may 
deserve the commendations he receives for so doing. But why, in 
Heaven’s name, should not we allow poor crippled confederate sol- 
diers to be placed on the soldiers’ roll? If we strike out the word 
“Union,” let the words “crippled and disabled” remain. Then, the 
spirit of the o al resolution, amended to adjust itself to the new 
order of things, will be to some extent preserved. 

Mr. CRI EN. Before the gentleman sits down I desire to 
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ask him a question, Does he consider the President has done wrong 
in making the appointments he referred to? 

Mr. FRYE. I do. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That is what I wanted to know. 

Mr. FRYE. I desire to print as part of my remarks a statement of 
the action of the House heretofore. 

The statement is as follows: 


Un tho Howse of Representatives, March 98,1907, oa motion, of Mx. Holnan, 1t 


House, during 
plo: 
sold 
appointments, give the preference to soldiers and seamen 
disabled in the service of the United States, when competent for the duties there- 
of." — Congressional Globe. 

July 9, 1867, on motion of Mr. Logan— 

“Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be authorized and directed to retain the messen- 

and employés during the recess of Congress who were authorized to be re- 
during the last recess.” — Congressional Globe. 

July 20, 1368, on motion of Mr. Logan— 

“Resolved, That the Door! r be instructed to retain in his service during the 
Maire hs Congress all the crippled soldiers now in his employ."—Congressional 


June 29, 1870, on motion of Mr. Logan— 

“Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be instructed to retain in his service during the 
vacation of Congress the crippled soldiers now in his employ, and that they be 
paid out of the contingent fund.”—Congressional Globe. 

May 2, 1872, on motion of Mr. GARFIELD— 

“Reso! That the Doork be instracted to retain in his service during the 

oft s the crippled an and that 


vacation of Con the crip, d disabled soldiers now in his employ, 
they be paid out of the contingent fund of tho Honse."—Congressional Globe. 
‘orty-second Congress, chapter 227. 
Extract: 


“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to pay the thirteen crip- 

led and disabled soldiers now in the employment of the Doorkeeper of the House, 
From March 4, 1873, to December 1, 1873,” Ko. Approved March 3, 1873.—Laws of 
the United States, Forty-second Congress, page 513. 

Forty-fourth Congress, first session, chapter 15. 

Extract: 

That to enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to pay tho fourteen 
crippled and disabled Union soldiers now in the em t of the nr, ay 
the House of Representatives from the 6th day of ber, 1875. to the day 


of June, 1876,” &c. 3 February 2), 1576.—Lawe of the United States, Forty- 
fourth Congress, page 


Forty-fourth Congress, first session, chapter 287. 
Extract: 

“And the fourteen messengers on the soldiers’ roll shall be employed during the 
current 8 jon not exceeding $1,200 each,” &e. Approved Au- 
gust 15, 1876.—Laws of the United States, Forty-fourth Congress. 

Forty-fourth Congress, second session, chapter 102, 

Extract: 

For fourteen messengers on the soldiers’ roll, at $1,200 each,” K. Approved 
March 3, 1877.—Laws of the United States, Forty fourth Congress, page 297. 

Mr. McMAHON. Mr. Charnia, 1 pare heard a great deal in this 
House, from the other side, in the last two or three years, about dis- 
abled Union soldiers; but when I came to probe what it meant I 
never found that if amounted to anything except the patronage that 
some republican Con man wanted from a democratic House for 
some one-armed republican whom he kept here under a resolution of 
the House and the small buncombe of a political h. I represent 
a district which has within its limits three thousand disabled Union 
soldiers, very may of whom vote the republican ticket as regularly 
as o their breakfast each morning; but I never heard of any 
of those men getting places here, in any Department of the Govern- 
ment or under a republican House, through the influence of any re- 
publican member of Congress. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to say to the gentleman—— 

Mr. MCMAHON. I decline to be interrupted. I never heard of one 
of these men getting a place in your Departments here, although you 
have eigh ousand or one hundred thousand offices at the disposal 
of the of these Departments. You could not muster your office- 
holders on a section of land; but there are few soldiers among them. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I do not yield. I know the shoe pinches over 
there when this view of the case is presented; and I want it topinch. 
Gentlemen on that side are more troubled about the mote in their 
DA cag eye than the beam in their own. 

. CONGER. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. MCMAHON. I decline to yield. 

Mr. TURNER. I rise to a question of order. I ask the Chairman 
to preserve order and to protect the gentleman from Ohio from inter- 
ruption. e 

he CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. 

Mr, MCMAHON. I have seen time and again disabled Union sol- 
diers from the Soldiers’ Home putting applications for office into the 
different Departments—and before me stands the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER,] one of the sincere friends of the sol- 
diers at the Soldiers’ Home, and one of its ma: who can confirm 
what I say—I have seen time and again such applications made by 
disabled Union soldiers for places under a republican administration, 
but, because they had lost their power by poverty and distress as 


part of the political machinery of the country they found that th 

were no longer available as candidates for office, and their petitions 
have uniformly failed, although presented to these exclnsive friends 
of the disabled soldier so ric sympathy and patronage but so 


poor in performance. 
Now, I want to say this in defense of the present eee that 
when he removed Union soldiers he removed Union soldiers who 


were republicans and put in their places democratic Union soldiers. 
And EA are there nọ soldiers in this country entitled to recogni- 
tion except those who vote the republican ticket? Ah, if yon will 
come into my district, even there where there is Federal su ision 
and Federal authority over the crippled or disabled soldiers, you will 
find the boot on the other leg, and that a majority of them, as in the 
last election, vote the democratic ticket. I have the p of 
pane here having received the votes of at least eight hundred of these 
gallant men. 
5 mi CONGER. The other leg was buried. [Laughter and confu- 
on. 
Mr. MCMAHON. I am waiting to speak to the other side of the 
House, which seems to dislike the turn of affairs, and I would like to 
have order. Gentlemen cannot escape the situation. The present 
Doorkeeper paring bee recently elected has had but a short time to 
pores roll. His permanent roll is not yet made up, and I know 

e expressed most absolutely his intention that no man shall 
have a place on the soldiers’ roll except he was a Union soldier, He 
does intend to discriminate in favor of democratic soldiers; and in 
that he will be supported by this side of the House and by the 
country. With our little + retina a of two hundred we will try to 
care for our own Union soldiers. 

Mr. FOSTER. And crippled. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I am not surprised that permen on the other 
side of the House inquire what d of soldiers are meant, as the 
gentleman from Maine did, 55 the recent experience they 
have had in appointments aud in the construction of their Cabinet, 
what kind of soldiers are or may be appointed to office has become a 
matter of some uncertainty to them; but when we use the word 
“soldier” on the statute-book of the country we know that the law 
recognizes no man as a soldier except one who has been in the service 
of his country upon the side of the Union. The confederate was a 

soldier, but he is not known to the law. 
Mr. FRYE. The gentleman will allow me a word? 
Certain] 


Mr. MCMAHON. y- 
Mr. FRYE. I made the point that the Doorkeeper had put on 
made no point against his putting on 


duty able-bodied soldiers. 
crippled confederate soldiers. 

Mr. MCMAHON. The gentlemen will allow me to correct him; 
he used the word “Union,” and said the word “ Union” had been 
See from the statute by a democratic House. 

r. FRYE. I used the word Union;“ but I dropped the words 
“ crippled and disabled.” 

Mr. MCMAHON. The gentleman has no idea that a man can be a 
disabled soldier unless he sees him walking around, a visible object 
without an arm ora leg. He is very wrong. I know plenty of Union 
soldiers who are just as much disabled as a crippled soldier although 
they do not show it as a man who has lost an arm or a leg. Is there 
to be a distinction in favor of the crippled soldier as against the dis- 
abled soldier? And, if so, upon what principle? 

[Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. CLYMER. I yield my time to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
ed 
545 FRYE. My amendment was offered informally and I now with- 

wit. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I renew the amendment. 

MoT a Will the gentleman allow me to makea formal amend- 
men 

Mr. MCMAHON. I will not yield the floor for any p . Now, 
sir, let this pretended sympathy for the soldier take some substantial 
shape, If the gentlemen on the other side of the House who repre- 
sent the Administration—if they do, forin these doubtful days I don’t 
know how that is—but if the gentlemen on the other side hs ought 
to represent the Administration will lay down a rule that they will 
make places for disabled or crippled Union soldiers out of the hun- 
dred thousand offices at their dis; as rs of the various De- 
partments of this Government, then it will be time enough for them to 
speak to us with our — patronage of two hundred pl and 
dictate what kind of Union soldiers we shall fill them with. I will 


LOTO e. the United States, and the Soldiers’ Home is crowded 
with capable and trusty men of both political ies whose appoint- 
ment would reflect credit on any republican Congressman who will 
help them to position. But with our limited patronage we must care 
for our own first. 

Our ition on this side of the House is this: That a man who 
fought in the Union Army during the war and is now a democrat has 
just as much and a better right to the small patronage of this House 
asif he had shown his so-called loyalty by eo ays the republican ticket 
even unto its death. 
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Mr. FRYE. SoIsay; I made no remark that would lead to a dif- 
ferent conclusion. 

Mr. MCMAHON. And in this connection I want to know how many 
disabled Union soldiers were ever on the rolls of a republican Con- 
gress who were democrats. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not know. 

Mr. MCMAHON, I do not suppose you do know. I venture to say 
not one. 

Mr. HASKELL, I will vouch for one from Kansas who has been 


bac ag en 

Me CMAHON. You say you know that man to have been a dem- 
ocrat 
Mr. HASKELL. Iknowthat hevoted nma therepublican ticket. 
Mr, MCMAHON. Let his name be published, becanse we ought to 
know it. If a republican Congres ever gave position to a single 
democratic soldier, the fact ought to be known. 

Mr. HASKELL. George Schreiner, of Kansas. [Applause on the 
republican side of the House.] 

r. MCMAHON. I deny that he is or ever was a democrat, and 
challenge the proof. 

Mr. SPAR Was he a democrat? The Doorkeeper says that he 
was a republican and the man will not deny it. 

Mr. HAS I know that he was a one-armed soldier who twice 
voted for my competitor. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It was a personal vote against you; not be- 
cause he was a democrat. 

Mr. McMAHON, I yield to the gentleman from Illinois, 

Mr. MORRISON. I desire to say that I have a republican soldier 
from my district who has been left on the rolls of the employés of this 
House and who stands at that very door—C. C. Demars, 

Mr. CONGER. Who is the next one? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Decker is another, who has lost both 
arms and several other limbs, [Laughter.] 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Here the committee rose informally; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, a message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMPsON, one of 
its clerks, announced that the Senate had bills of the follow- 
ing titles; in which he was directed to the concurrence of the 


House: 
An act (S. No. 99) for the relief of the estate of Amos Ireland, de- 


‘An act (S. No. 145) for the relief of Edwin A. Clifford; and 
An act 2 No. 225) to repeal an act entitled “An act for the relief 
of Nancy S. Ledford,” approved March 3, 1871. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Committee then resumed its session. 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the committee that 
has been so seriously attacked by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
FrYE,] and as a western democrat, I feel it to be my duty to say 
something with respect to this matter. Is it, sir, a fact that the dem- 
ocratic Doorkeeper of this House, Colonel POLK, has turned out of 
office crippled Union soldiers and appointed able-bodied ex-confeder- 
ates or other disqualified persons in their places? Allow me to say 
to the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Frye] that that is not a fact. Is 
it a fact that he has turned ont Union soldiers and stricken their 
names from the soldiers’ roll and put other men who were not Union 
soldiers upon it? I brand that as being not a fact. He has turned 
out very recently a few men for the p of supplying their 
places with other men more satisfactory to him. In a word, he has 
turned out some republican Union soldiers who have been feeding at 
the public crib for many years for the p of filling their places 
with crippled Union democratic soldiers whose claims have been dis- 
re; by former republican Houses. This much he has done and 
no more. 

Sir, the democratic party has been quite extensively engaged in this 
business of turning out and supplanting and defeating republicans 
here lately. The wicked democracy of the fifth Ohio district not 
long ago 8 N out or 2 some blatant loyal a +i 
the p » of sending ongress my gallant democratic frien 
General ith who sits before me. He mens his deyotion to the 
Union by the loss of a limb in its service, and must now go limpingly 
through life without it. [Applause.] 

And the gallant democracy of the State of New Jersey very recently 
did the un ious act of repudiating at the polls by 12,000 majori 
an extremely loyal Union republican to make a governor of that gal- 
lant democratic leader and brave Union soldier, General George B. 
McClellan. [Applause on the democratic side.] 

But, sir, the gentlemen on the other side are not really afraid that 
Union soldiers are to be unfairly treated by the Doorkeeper. This is 
simply one of their periodic spasmodic seares. They would if they 
could produce the inpresioen for political effect that this democratie 
officer being of southern birth means to do something wron, 
know Colonel POLK bag and led; 
the pledge, not only to that side of the House and to this side of the 
House, but to the country, that he will fill these places with Union 
soldiers, But I shall insist upon it that he fills them with solid, un- 
compromising democratic Union soldiers. 1 We have 
abundant material to doit. The country is of them. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 


wae 
myself, and I am — — for 


Mr. SPARKS. And they sre not confined to any localities. They 
are all over the country, North, South, East, and West. 

[Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. SPARKS. I have 0. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. FOSTER. I understand that all informal amendments have 
been withdrawn. I now submit a formal amendment, to insert after 
line 154 that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And the Doorkeeper is hereby instructed to retain in service the crippled and 
disabled Union who were on the “ soldiers’ roll” of the House at the close 
of the Forty-fourth Con; Provided, That the Door is authorized to make 
removals from such rolf for and sufficient cause, an Set Fa one Ea 

ers 


cancies arising from remo or other causes, crippled and disabled Union sol 
shall be appointed to fill such vacancies. * 


Mr. CLYMER. I make the point of order that the proposed amend- 
ment is n and not in the way of retrenchment. 
oie Cc And the Chair sustains the point made. [Laugh- 

r. 

The Clerk began the reading of the next paragraph, when 

Mr. FOSTER said: I appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. ATKINS. The Clerk had begun to read the next paragraph of 
F 

Mr. FOSTER. I was crying out at the top of my voice. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the ju ent of the committee? 

Mr. THO N. I rise to a point of order. It is that the Chair- 
man having made acertain ruling from which an appeal is taken, the 
present occupant of the chair is not competent to occupy the chair 
while that question is being decided. 

The C MAN. The Chair entertains a very different opinion. 
[Great laughter. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Does the Chair overrule my point of order? 

Mr. CLYMER. The Chair cannot entertain two points of order at 
the same time ; that settles the question. 
we eee The question is on sustaining the decision of 

e ` 

The question was taken ; and npon a division there were ayes 136. 

Before the noes were counted, 

Mr. BUTLER and others called for tellers. 

heei were ordered ; and Mr. BUTLER and Mr. CLYMER were ap- 
poin 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 134, noes 98. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained as the judgment of the 
committee. 

Fee CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will proceed with the reading of the 
ill. 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill and read the following: 


To pay the clerk of the Committee on Invalid Pensions from November 1, 1877, 
to June 30, 1878, at the rate of $2,000 per annum, $1,333.34. 


Mr. WARD. I move to insert after the paragraph just read that 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
And the President of the United States is hereby requested to collect, through 
eee eee on the 
foreign vorumen Tomo! 8 n 
oa report a information to the Post. 


Mr. CLYMER. I raise the point of order that this is new legisla- 
tion not warranted by law. 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York. And not in the direction of economy. 
Mr. CLYMER. And not in the line of retrenchment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must sustain the point of order, but 
dislikes to do it. [Laughter.] 
ak to the point of order. 


Mr. WARD. I desire to 

The CHAIRMAN. The C will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. WARD. It will be seen that my amendment relates to one of 
the most important industries in this country, an 22 which, by 
the acknow ent of gentlemen on both sides of this House in the 
debate on the is exposition resolution of yesterday, is suffering 
for want of proper means to carry the increasing exports. of this 
country to foreign markets that are now open and inviting us to 
come to them. 

The best authority on the subject shows that American tonnage 
engaged in foreign trade decreased from 2,642,623 tons in 1861 to 
1,492,926 in 1866—a decrease of more than 43 per cent.—while in 
the same time Great Britain gained 996,715 tons. It will not be 
argued that since 1866 American tonnage has made any appreciable 
gan: With this state of facts take = Peni our r su apan 

t, exports exceeding imports; surplus ucts of every kind a 
the seaboard, and r markets at rices on the other side 
waiting for them; and all we lack is the sh Bur ß repens to carry 
them. I was very strongly impressed yesterday by the colloquy be- 
tween the tleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] and the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. MONROE.) In that it was shown that our letters 
were carred to Brazil by way of Liverpool in English ships, and that 
the new and friendly customer we had found in Dom Pedro’s king- 


dom for locomotives, railway iron, and supplies, and the thousand 
3 that will be sought there would be pre- 


varieties of our 
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vented from dealing with us by reason of the delay, expense, and 
difficulty of communicating with the United States. 

Mr. Chairman, I will not stop now to discuss the benefit of the 
development of the ship-building interests in giving employment to 
thousands of unemployed workingmen and mechanics or the demand 
it creates for iron, timber, tackle, and general apparel used in con- 


structing a vessel. : 

Mr. SINGLETON. That is not to the point of order. 

Mr. WARD. I am coming to the point of order. There is no 
nearer way of getting to the point of order, no better way than by 
premising upon the importance of the subject to which the point of 
order relates. . 

Mr. SINGLETON. The gentleman has no right to discuss the 
merits of the amendment upon a point of order. 

Mr. WARD. I will confine myself strictly to the point of order. 
This appropriation bill contains an important provision relating to 
the Post-Office De nt. It contains an appropriation for the 
Post-Office Department. And one element of that 1 is a 

rovision for delegates to the international postal congress to be 

eld at Paris next year. As I understand it and as has been stated 
here this morning, the delegates to that international postal congress 
are to be appointed by the President of the United States. 

Surely it is not in the line of new ei eee but is a matter entirely 

rmane and comprehended within the purview of this appropriation 

ill, to address to the President of the United States, who appoints 
those delegates—delegates paid by the appropriation bill now under 
conisderation—a request as to the duties which they are to perform. 
It is argued, Mr. Chairman, that this interest is aided under other 
governments through the Post-Office Department, through 
ments made for carrying the mails, and therefore I ask that we may 


collect information in the same way. At this international postal |) 


congress will be gathered representative men of the best experience 
from all countries. There will never again be collected at one place 
at the same time so much valuable knowledge upon the subject of our 
inquiry. It will cost nothing to have our re ntatives inquire 
from their fellows by what means it is that foreign nations have built 
up such grand mercantile marines. It can do no harm to get the 
knowledge without nse, and after it is obtained we can adopt or 
discard it as may be determined. This bill appropriates money for 
the expenses of the commissioners, and I simply ask to define a por- 
tion of the services they shall render for this money. I offer the 
amendment as perfectly proper and sustainable under the rules and 
orders of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairsustains the point of order, and rules 
out the amendment. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I move to amend by inserting after line 180 the 
following: 

To miscellaneous expenses incurred by the Doork in the organization 
and —— of his —— for the presen’ extra adr ap Congress, $3,854. 

Mr. EDEN. I hope the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. ROBERTS] 
will explain this amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. I raise a point of order on the amendment. It is 
3 not in the interest of economy, and I know no law to author- 


it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order, and rules 
ont the amendment, f 
Mr. JACOBS. I move to amend by inserting the following: 


To tothe Eager org ati Terri the sum of $1,500 for contingent 
legislative expenses for year en June 20. fan 


Mr. CLYMER. I raise a point of order on that amendment, that it 
is not germane, I have no objection to allowing the gentleman from 
Washington Territory [Mr. Jacons] to make a statement, the point 
of order being meanwhile reserved. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

The Clerk continued the reading of the bill, as follows: 


Collection and of bounty, prize-money, and other claims of colored 
ear peepee par, eg y : 15 


For salaries of ts and clerks ; rent of office, fuel, lights, stationery, and simi- 
lar necessaries; office furniture and repairs ; mileage transportation of officers 
and agents; tel iphing and postage, being a deficiency for the service of the 
fiscal year 1878, $10,000; which to close up and finish the collection 
and payment of aay i prize-money, and other claims of colored soldiers and sail- 
ors; and if the work of collecting and paying said bounty and other claims shall 
aut ynpers omamsteoa ALA WIA SRAD 0 
of the payment of bounties due to white soldiers. 

Mr. BUTLER. I raise a point of order on all of this paragraph 
which follows the appropriation of $10,000, I submit hat there is 
no law authorizing such a provision. This proposes to change the 
law upon the subject, for the present law provides expressly that 
this matter shall be under the control of the War Department, while 
this provision proposes to turn it over to the Treasury Department. 
I believe that it ought to be under the Department of War; indeed, 
I think the whole pension business shonld be under that Department. 

In the second place, I submit that the provision of the bill is not 
prima facie in the interest of economy, for nobody can affirm that it 
will cost less to attend to this business in the Treasury Department 
than in the War Department. Section 2032 of the Revised Statutes 
provides that— 


All laws and parts of laws pertaining to the collection and payment of bounty, 


prize- money, and other legitimate claims 
or their heirs, sball remain in force until otherwise ordered 


The next section provides that— 


of colored soldiers, sailors, and marines, 
by Congress, 


The Secretary of War is authorized to carry into effect all laws and of 
laws referred to in the preceding section, and to this end ho may employ such 
clerical force as he deems necessary. 

Now this paragraph proposes to turn the matter over “to the De- 
partment keene ater of payment of bountiesdue to white soldiers ;” 
that is, of course, the rtment that pays everything—the Treasury 
Department; the Second Auditor auditing the claims and the Treas- 

paying them. 

ow, I suppose the idea of the Committee on Appropriations was 
to stop the operations of the bureau now at work on this matter. 
But you will not accomplish any economy by that. I am afraid that 
you will only put the work into the hands of a class of men who are 
not fitted for it. Those who now have charge of this work have been 
engaged upon it for some ten years and have learned thoroughly how 
to do it. you turn it over to a new set of clerks they must work 
ior pone before they can attain the standard of the present set of 
clerks. 

It does not appear, therefore, that this proposition is in the interest 
of SORDOS it does not appear that anything is to be saved; and if 
it is desirable to change the law on this subject, it can be best provided 
for in a regular bill. This proposition is simply to close up the work 
by one bureau and turn it over to another, where, so far as anybody 
knows, it will be just as expensive. I trust the point of order will 
be sustained. 4 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will read the one hundred and twen- 
tieth rule, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

No appropriation shall be in such 
ipiga piren 83 e ture not 1 authorized by 
law, unless in continnation of tions for such public works and objects as 
are already in progress nor any provision in such bill or amendment thereto, 
onenging oie ng law, be in order ex 


t such as, germane to tho subject- 
matter of the bill, shall retrench tures, y 


5- i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that this is a proposi- 
tion to retrench the expenses of the Government, and therefore over- 
rules the point of order. 

Mr. BUTLER. With great respect I would call the attention of 
the Chair to the fact that the provision simply transfers this work 
to another burean. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without any additional expense. 

Mr. BUTLER.. If it is provided merely that there shall be no addi- 
tional expense, that does not retrench at all. 

Mr. CLYMER. It saves expense by closing a bureau of this Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. SPARKS. This provision, in the opinion of the committee, 
will save expense, This bureau is now asking an appropriation of 
$40,000. We grant $10,000, and make provision that after the end of 
this fiscal year this business shall be turned over to the Department 
that has control of the parmons of bounties to white soldiers. We 
eaan thus save rent of offices, fuel, furniture, and a great many other 
things. 

Mr. BANNING. I offer the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “sailors,” in line 196, down to and including the 
word “soldiers” in line 201, as follows: 

And if the work of collecting and paying said bounty and other claims shall not 
. be Goned over te the Dapertuont honing 
charge of the payment of bounties due to white soldiers. . 

Mr. BANNING. Mr. Chairman, this amendment will accomplish 
the perpen of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. BUTLER. 
Mr. Chairman, it is always in my opinion wise to leave well enoug 
alone. The payment of colored soldiers’ bounties was y in charge 
of the War Department after the Freedmen’s Bureau had proven a 
failure and a fraud. 

The payment of bounties to colored soldiers is much more difficult 
than the payment of white soldiers’ bounties, All manner of frauds 
had been practiced by Freedmen’s Bureau officials, To prevent this 
the matter was placed in charge of the Secretary of War. Anditor 
French, at the time the matter was transferred to the War Depart- 
menh was consulted, and from his opinion I read the following ex- 

ct: 

It has been the uniform of the office that for the tion and 


detection of fraud, the proper identification of claimants, and their pro not 
0 nst the chicanery of unscrupulous parties, but their own ignorance, there 
is led some kind of an ion that can deal directly with the claimants 
themselves. This is impossible for tho officials of the Treasury to do in their 
pepecity as 3 cers, from the technical limitation and doſiuition of their 
duties by statute, the lack of any Sopena from which to pay tho agents, who 
must be employed on such service, the absence of any auth mode of extend- 
ing such . over a large extent of country, and the nature of the service 
3 appears to be foreign to the purposes for which an accounting bureau 
created. 

The bill, Mr. Speaker, proposes at the end of the fiscal year to trans- 
We dts eistnaen 4p ates ooo Auditor, who, according to his state- 
ment, must Baye yore to send out agents to examine and learn who 
among the colored soldiers are entitled to bounties. I doubt, sir, if 
the transfer will be economical. And I am of the opinion that it 
will open the door for false claims and frauds. The management in 
the War Department has been honest and satisfactory. It may have 
heen expensive ; but that is better than the allowance of false claims, 


eral appropriation bill, or be in 
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and far better than that honest colored soldiers should be cheated ont 
of their bounties as they were under the Freedmen’s Bureau manage- 
ment. 

Mr. Chairman, as this transfer is not to take place for a year, and 
in the hope that the War De nt may in that time close up the 
business, I withdraw my amendment at the request of my friend of 
the Appropriation Committee. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
That the of War is authorized to rent offices for the construe- 
tion of the State, War, and Navy Department building, public buildings and 


nds, at an annual rental not to exceed $2,100 per annum, until such offices can 

gos ree in buildings kamang to the Government 1 and to S for the rent of 

any existing appropriations for tho State, War and Navy Department building, or 

any e appro > * en or 
n eee : 

Mr. BEEBE. I move, in line 205, after the word “an,” to strike 
out the word “annual” and insert “ te.” It will be observed 
the Proposition is to pay “an annual rental not to exceed $2,100 per 
annum.” The word “annual” should be stricken out and the word 
“aggregate” substituted for it, and then it will provide that no 
aggregate annual rental shall exceed $2,100; and it is with that view 
I have submitted the amendment. 

Mr. SINGLETON. The paragraph is in the 1 furnished by 
Colonel Casey, and the committee did not criticise it; but it is sus- 
ceptible to the criticism made by the gentleman from New York. 

he amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I move the following amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 5 

Add to line 211, on 10: For the pay of twelve additional first-class clerks, to 
be appointed by the tary of War for service in the office of the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral for the examination of the Army records in pension claims from December 1, 
1877, to June 30, 1878, $8,400. 

Mr. EDEN. I make the point of order that that is new legislation. 
and not in the interest of economy. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair believes it to be new legislation and 
therefore rules it out. : 

Mr. SINGLETON. I move the committee rise to report the bill and 
amendments to the House. 

The motion was to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Wricut reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had, according to order, had under considera- 
tion the bill (I. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the 1 705 
sega a for the service of the Government for the fiscal year endin 

nne 30, 1878, and for prior and for other pu and h 
directed him to report the same back to the House with sundry amend- 
ments. = 

Mr. SINGLETON. I demand the previous question on the bill and 
amendments. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the main 
question was ordered ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The amendments of the committee were agreed to without division 
up to the following amendment : 

The Clerk read as follows: 

ne arg kg eee 3 oe 3 

Provided. e unex ee 0 ation 0 B service 
in the transportation of the mails for the last a in ip so much thereof as may 
remain after settling accounts touching said service during said year, be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated for the same service during current fiscal year. 

Mr. FOSTER demanded the yeas and nays on concurring in the 
amendment. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 34, noes 138. 

The SPEAKER. That is not a suflicient number to order the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. FOSTER. I demand tellers on the yeas and nays. . 

Mr. BUTLER. I move the House adjourn; and I do not do it to 
filibuster but to freshen us up for the morning. 

The House divided and there were—ayes 46, noes 148. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. FOSTER. I insist on my demand for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

The House again divided; and there were ayes 53. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair considers that a sufficient number to 
order the yeas and nays. If that number had risen at first the yeas 
and nays would have Seon ordered. z 

Mr. MILLS. I move that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 128, noes &2. 

Mr. EWING. I call for the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn. 

On the question of ahi, thë yeas and nays there were—ayes 35, 
noes 151, the affirmative not being one-fifth of the whole vote. 

Mr. EWING. I call for tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. EWING and Mr. MILLS were ap 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported ayes 
than one-fifth of the last vote. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The 3 was taken on the motion to adjourn ; and there were 
yeas 121, nays 132, not voting 38; as follows: 


ted, 
, more 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Bacon, William H. Baker, Ballou, Banks, Bicknell, Bis- 
Brentapo, Briggs, Burchard, Burdick, Cain, Calkins, Camp, 


beg, Blair, Boyd, „Brewer, 


y Chittenden, Claflin, Rush Clark, Cole, Conger, Covert, 
, Cummings, Danford, Horace Davis, Deerin, Denison, Dunnell, 
Eames, Ellsworth, E Nevisa rans, pohn H, Evina Forne Fos- 
in W. ayes, 
Ff... T MAE 
La ham, Í ndsey, Loring, Maish, 
Metcalfe, alls itchell, Monr - 

P. Peddie, Potter, Pound, 
illiam W. Rice, R; Sam 

ge th, William E. 

ohn W. Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Thompson, Thornburgh, Amos Townsend, Wait, 
„ Wi Ha White, Michael D. White, Whit- 
ts, Andrew Williams, Charles G. 


Cam a Candler, 
Jacob D. Cox, Crapo, 
Durham, Dwigh 


M. 
Blackburn, Bland, Blount, Boone, Bou Brogden, Browne, Buckner, But- 
ler, Cabell, John W. Caldwell, Curtele AIAR A. Clank ; 
i > eee Cobb, Collins, 5 
den, Cutler, Davidson, 5 Davis. ibrell, Dickey, Eden, Eickhoff. Elam, Ellis, 
sy, Fort, Franklin, Gardner, Garth 


‘AmeriousV, Bice Riiie 
y, Americus V, Rico, e, 
Rob son, Serene D. son, Milton S. Robinson, Ross, 
Sapp, Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, Shelley, Singleton, Slemons, S s, Springer, 
Steele, Stenger, Throckmorton, Tipton, Ric W. Townshend, Tucker, Turner, 
Turney, Vance, Van 3 doll, S. Williams, Jere N. 
Williams, Albert S. Willis, Wilson, Wood, Wright, and Yeates—132. 

NOT VOT Bundy, W. P. 
Caldwell, Caswell, Chal 5 James 

. Evans, Field, Faller, Gause, Hazelton, Abram S. Hewitt, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, 
bert, k, teham, Luttrell, Phelps, Pollard, Ran- 
dolph, Reagan, Sexton, Southard, Strait, Swann, Martin I. Townsend, 

eeder, Young—3s. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

During the roll-call, the following announcements were made: 

Mr. GARTH. I desire to state that my colleague from Alabama, 
Mr. Hewrrr, is absent on account of sickness. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I wish to state that Mr, CHALMERS, 
of Mississippi, was suddenly taken ill and left the House. I am 
paired with him, If he were present, he would vote “ay” and I would 
vote no. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER, The question is on concurring in the amendment 
reported from the Committee of the Whole, which will be again read 
for the information of the House, 

The amendment was again read. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 108, nays 129, not 
voting 54; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bisbee, Blan 
bell, Cain, John W. Caldwell, Campbell, Rash Clark, Conger, Cook, Cray 


Dwi, lis, . Evins, Ewing, 
Garth, Gibson, Giddings, Goode, Gunter, Bonjamin 
er, Henr 


Hooker, Ho Hum- 
Lapham, Lathrop, Ligon, Toning, Lynde, Man Marsh, 
0 
ound, Powers, Price, Pridemore, Pugh, Quinn, Rid 
Geo: D Ene ae 


ns, + 
Schleicher, Shallen „Shelley, 


jr., of Missouri, 
rd, Deering, Deni- 
klin, Frye, Gardner, 
Harmer, Hart, Hartzell, 
3 unter, Ittner, James, Frank 
eightley, Kenna, Killinger, Kimmel, Knott, 
1 Lockwood, 1 sh, Martin, vas hang McUook, McKen- 
zie, McKinley, Mahon. Mon ‘orrison, Morse, Muller, Neal, Overton, Pat- 
e 
ilton 8. n, glei . Herr „Sparks, er, Stenger, 
Thom Amos . — Richard W. Townshend, Murter burn 


Stewart, Turney. 
Ward. Warner, Watson, Hery Wuite Michael D. White, Whit 
ee Willits, Andrew Williams, James W. chard Williams, Albert 8, 


Bright, Bundy, Butler, W. P. Caldwell, Candler, Caswell, Chalmers, Samuel 8. 
Cox, Darrall, Douglas Eickhoff. Ellsworth, James L. Evans, Field, Fuller, Gause, 
John T. Harris, Harrison, Hazelton, Henkle, Herbert, Abram S. Hewitt, Goldsmith 
W. Hewitt, Hiscock, Hunton, James Taylor Jones, Jorgensen, Kelley, Ketcham, 
Leonard, Luttrell, McGowan, Phelps, Pollard, Randolph, Reagan, Sayler, Sexton, 
Smalls, William E. Smith, Southard, Strait, Swann, Thornburgh, Martin I. Town- 
send, Veeder, and Loung—54. 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 

During the call of the roll the following announcements were 


Mr. MONEY. The gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. YOUNG, is ab- 
sent on account of sickness; if he were here, he would vote “ ay,” 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Iam fas with Mr. CHALMERS, of 
Mississippi. If he were here, he would vote “ay” and I would vote 

no. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vate by which the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

Mr. MILLS. On that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 


1877. 


Mr. MILLS. And pending that I move that when the House 
ourns it be to meet on Friday. 
e SPEAKER. The question is first on the motion of the gentle- 
man from 2 (Mr, Mitts. ] 
Mr. MILLS. I withdraw it. 
Mr. DURHAM. I renew the motion of the gentleman from Texas. 
If gentlemen do not want to adjourn we can sit here as long as they 


can. 
The tion was upon Mr. DurHAM’s motion. 
Mr. CLYMER. Is it in order to move that the House adjourn until 
ten o’clock to-morrow ? : 
TheSPEAKER. That is not in order. 
The question was taken on Mr, DuRHAM’s motion; and it was not 


to. 
The question recurred on Mr. RoBBINS’S motion that the House 


ourn. 
5 SINGLETON. Upon that motion I call for the yeas and nays, 
The question was put upon ordering the yeas and nays; and on a 
division there were—ayes 40, noes 166. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered, one-fifth not voting in favor 
thereof. 

Mr. CLYMER. I call for tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I make the point of order that it is not in order, 
after the House has refused by a viva voce vote to order the yeas and 
nays, to call for tellers upon them. 

The SPEAKER. It is competent arate. for the House to test the 
question whether one-fifth of the members present will order the 
yeas and nays by a vote by tellers. 

Mr. RICE. But the House refused to order the yeas and nays on 
the motion to adjourn. 1 

The SPE. The Chair announced the result as ayes 40 and 
noes 166; that was the result of the viva voce vote, and, that being 
but one-quarter of the vote, the yeas and nays were not ordered, but 
now tellers are called for. 

Tellers were ordered, (thirty-one members voting in favor thereof ;) 
and Mr. CLYMER and Mr. CONGER were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 39, noes 159. 

So (one-fifth not voting in favor thereof) the yeas and nays were 
not ordered; and the motion of Mr. ROBBINS was 

And accordingly (at five o’clock and forty-five 
House adjourned. 


to. 
minutes p. m.) the 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BAYNE: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, for the amendment of the bankrupt laws—to 
the Committee on the J acier 

By Mr. BLAND: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Cherryville, by way of Rogers’s Mill, to Cotewa, Missouri— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CLAFLIN: Remonstrance of J. F. Dane & Co., and 184 
other firms, in the shoe and leather trade, of Boston, and of Faulk- 
ner, Kim & Co., and other firms of the Merchants’ Association, of 
Boston, 2 the repeal of the bankrupt law—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CRAVENS: Memorial of James M. Pomeroy, adjutant and 
inspector general of Arkansas, and others, for an 5 for 
the en ment of rifle practice in the Army and Nayy and the 
uniformed militia of the States—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. CULBERSON: The petition of the mayor and board of 
aldermen of Jefferson, Texas, for the improvement of navigation be- 
tween Jefferson, Texas, and Shreveport, Louisiana—to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of Bassett & Bassett, for the 
pee of a voucher for $12,000, purchased by them from J. W. 

underland, lieutenant Eleventh United States Infantry and acting 
assistant quartermaster—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of Angeline C. Pusey, for an ex- 
tension of letters-patent for scales, granted to the late Lea Pusey— 
to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. MAISH: Papers relating to the claim of William P. Wood 
fu services rendered in the recovery of certain moneys belonging to 
the United States—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of Michael Mack, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OVERTON: The petition of George H. Wells and 67 other 
citizens of Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, for the amendment 
of the sion laws—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio : The petition of owners of stalls in Northern 
Liberty Market, for compensation for damages sustained by reason of 
its demolition—to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of John L. Hawkins and 
others, for relief—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of Captain George Conway, for 


compensation for personal property lost while in the employ of the 
United States—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of William J. Elgie, 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. } 
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By Mr. WRIGHT: The tion of Augustus Watson and William 
Coppinger, for an appropriation of $50,000 to pay the cost of a pre- 
liminary survey of a transcontinental railroad from the republic of 
Liberia eastward one or two thousand miles into the Niger Valley, 
Africa—to the Committee on Manufactures. 


IN SENATE. 


THURSDAY, November 22, 1877. 


Prayer by Rey. P. S. KNIGHT, of Salem, Oregon. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read. 


THE JOURNAL, 


Mr. THURMAN. I rise to move that the Journal be amended. It 
does not state all the proceedings that took place yesterday and that 
ought to be stated. On the contrary, it leaves as the pending qnes- 
tion here a question that was not before the Senate at all when the 
Senate adjourned: the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Hoar] to lay the resolution offered by me upon the table. 
There was no such motion pending when the Senate adjourned. The 
RECORD truly states the facts, The Senator from Massachusetts 
closed his speech with a motion to lay the resolution on the table, 
whereupon the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] made this re- 
quest, after the yeas and nays had been ordered on the motion to lay 
on the table; that was the next step, and that does not appear on 
the Journal: 

Mr. Bararp. May I ask the Senator from Massachusetts if he will object to 
withdra his motion if I give him the floor for the purpose of renewing it 
after I shall state my reasons for poang to discharge the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections from the consideration o ps case! 

Mr. Hoar. I will certainly accede to request of the honorable Senator from 
Delaware with that understanding. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Delaware will proceed. i 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Where is that which the Senator is reading! 

Mr. THURMAN. On page 19 of to-day’s RECORD, on the right- 
hand side a little below the center of the page: 


The Vice-PResipext. The Senator from Delaware will proceed. 


The Senator from Delaware then proceeded to address the Senate 
atsome length. Thus it will be seen thatthe motion was withdrawn 
and the Senator from Delaware was permitted to address the Senate. 
At an after-period it was said by the Senator from New York [Mr. 
CoNKLING] that the yeas and nays having been ordered it was not 
within the power of the Senator from Massachusetts to withdraw 
his motion to lay on the table. Whether the rule that after the yeas 
and nays have ordered a shall not withdraw an amend- 
ment or the like applies to a case of this kind, I do not care now to 
examine, , according to the universal usage of the Senate, 
unanimous consent will override almost any rule we have. There are 
a few rules that unanimous consent cannot override, but this is not 
one of them. Unanimous consent, therefore, could override this, and 
the Chair very properly, there being no objection, which is equiva- 
lent to unanimous consent, gave the floor to the Senator from Dela- 
ware and allowed him to proceed with his s h. What took place 
after the Senator from Delaware closed? At the end of the speech 
of = Senator from Delaware, the RECORD goes on to state and 
truly: 

Mr. THURMAN, Mr. Hoar, and others addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Massachusetts yield further? 

Mr. TuurMan. I wish the Senator would permit me to inquire whether the mo- 
tion to lay on the table has been withdrawn. 

Mr. Hoan, I made the motion to lay on the table. The Senator from Delaware 
asked me to withdraw it that he might state his views, with the statement that at 
the close of his speech he would see that I had an opportunity to renew it. 


It was withdrawn, but the Senator from Delaware was to see that 
the Senator from Massachusetts had an opportunity to renew it. The 
motion itself to lay on the table was gone and had to be renewed. 

Mr. Bayanrp. I did; and I meant to yield the floor to the Senator that he should 


renew the motion if he desired to do so. 
Mr. THURMAN. Undoubtedly, but I ask him to withdraw it for a moment. 


That is an error in the report; “ to withhold it” was the expres- 
sion I used; “ to withhold it for a moment.” 
Mr. Hoar. Certainly. 


He did then withhold it, There was no motion pending to with- 
draw; but he withheld his motion, did not renew it. Then I ad- 
dressed the Senate. I complained—I hope, however, in no bad tem- 
per—that a motion to lay on the table was made the effect of which 
might be to deprive me of my privilege of replying to those who had 
spoken against my resolution. The Senator from Massachusetts an- 
swered me that he did not consider that that parliamentary custom 
or usage or law applied to an incidental question, as he considered 
this to be, but he ended, however, with saying this: 

But I accept very cheerfully the interpretation which comes from the great ex- 
perience and authority of the honorable tor from Ohio, and I certainly will not 
make the motion after his intimation without his having an opportunity to speak. 

Now, Mr. President, you see the motion had been withdrawn, and 
the Senator from Massachusetts expressly declined to renew it until 
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I should have an Ses phage to speak. Then the Senator from New 
t 


York rose and ra he question that he could not withdraw it be- 
cause the yeas and nays had been ordered, forgetting that he had 
been allowed to withdraw it by unanimous consent, which overruled 
the rule of the Senate that the Senator from New York referred to. 

Then I took the Senator from ‘New York off his feet by applying 
his own rule to him by saying that, if it was out of order to with- 
draw the motion, it was out of order for him to speak, and he yielded 
and sat down. That was all wrong on both sides; on his side and on 
my side. There was nothing in his point of order, for the motion had 
been withdrawn. There was nothing in my point of order against 
him, for he had a perfect right to k Ss as long as he pleased. 
After the original resolution was before the Senate for its considera- 
tion, pen I moved to go into executive session, and that motion 

revailed. 
* Now, Mr. President, the Journal as it is made up omits to state the 
fact that the yeas and nays had been ordered on the motion of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. It omits to state the fact that he after- 
ward by unanimous consent withdrew that motion; but the Journal 
as made up leaves this question about laying the resolution on the 
table as a pending question, when there was no such question pend- 
ing at all. I move to amend the Journal by making it conform to 
the facts as they are stated in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I ask that the Senator’s motion 
be reduced to writing, so that we shall know exactly what it is that 


he 9 40 775 to make the Journal say. 
he VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont asks that the 
Senator from Ohio reduce his motion to writing. 
Mr. THURMAN. Well, I move first to insert that 
S the Senator from Massachusetts, the yeas and nays were or- 


That is the first. After that I will move a further amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Whereabouts is that to come in? I want to un- 
derstand this matter myself. 
3 ol Cte gee nies At what point in the Journal is it to be 
inse 

Mr. THURMAN. It ought to be after the words— 


On the motion of Mr. Hoan, that the resolution do lio upon the table, the Sena- 
tor from New York demanded the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 


That is the first amendment that I offer to the Journal. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, would it be in orderto move that 
this question be referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions to be reported with the South Carolina case ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Then we should never get a report and the Jour- 
nal never would be amended. [{Langhter.] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then we should be left exactly where the Sena- 
tor says he was left yesterday, with nothing before us. 

Now, Mr. President, to leave off that of it, I should like to 
have the Secretary read again that portion of the Journal which 
touches this case, so that all the Senators may know precisely how 
the Journal now is. It is a little difficult to understand it from the 
way it was read as a matter of course, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

On motion by Mr. THURMAN, the Senate proceeded to consider the Perg beg 

e 


. eee Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
gage re Service eee credentials of M. C, Butler; and, 
el 


On motion by Mr. Hoar that tho resolution lio on the table, 

On motion by Mr. THURMAN, that the Sonate proceed to the consideration of ex- 
ecutive business, it was determined in the affirmative, yeas 30, nays 29. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, if I understand the present 
motion -of my friend from Ohio, it is that after the words which I 
now read : 

On motion by Mr. Hoar that the resolution lie on the table— 

These words be inserted— 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Am I right in that? 

Mr, THURMAN. Yes. ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand my friend from Massachusetts to 
say that is the truth ? 

. HOAR.. That is the truth, and I think the Journal should be 
so corrected. f 
` Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that be put in, then, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That will be inserted in the Journal by 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. THURMAN. Now, I move to add immediately after that: 

And thereupon, by unanimous consent, Mr. Hoar withdrew his motion, 

Mr. CONKLING. Oh, no! 

Mr. THURMAN. That is the fact. 

Mr. CONKLING. Oh, no! 

Mr. THURMAN. I have already read the Recorp when the Sena- 
tor was not here. 

Mr. CONKLING. I know what took place. I have not had an op- 
portunity to read the RECORD. 

Mr. THURMAN. I know what took place, too. The Senator was 
not here when I read it, but the facts are just as they are stated in 
the RECORD. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That part of it I wish to have reduced to writing. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont asks that 
this part of the motion to amend be reduced to writing. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Clerk please take if down? 

And thereupon, by unanimous consent, Mr. Hoar withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand thisis not partof the amendment. One 
amendment of the Journal has been made, This is a separate one, 
a new one. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is an independent proposition now. 
It was originally a part of the first motion. 

Mr. SON. Now, Mr. President, I should like to hear read the 
RECORD showing the unanimous consent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the amendment that is pro- 
posed 1 before we take any further step. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the amendment 
to the Journal, now proposed by the Senator from Ohio. 

The Cuter CLERK. After this statement in the Journal: 

On motion by Mr. Hoa that the resolution lay on the table, 

On motion by Mr. CONKLING, . 

The yeas and nays upon this motian, being desired by one-fifth of the Senators 
present, were ordered. 

It is proposed to insert : 

Mr. Hoar then, by unanimous consent, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. THURMAN. Those are the words I move to insert. 

Mr. ALLISON, I should like to hear the RECORD read, which 
shows, as it is said, that that proceeding took place. 

Mr. THURMAN. I have already read it; but, as a number of Sena- 
tors have come in since, I will read it again. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. HOAR] closed his speech with these words: 

Mr. President, it was m have spoken lon m — 
move to lay 8 Urano. I Sow make feat oon. poeta 

This followed: 


The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Senator from Massachusetts moves that the resoln- 
tion lie on the table. 

Mr. COxKLING called for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. May I ask the Senator from Massachusetts if he will object to 
withdrawing his motion if I give him the floor for the purpose of renewing it after 
I shall state my reasons for voting to disc the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of this case 

Mr. Hoar. I will certainly accede to the request of the honorable Senator from 

erstanding. 


Delaware with that und 

That is, he acceded to his est to withdraw his motion with the 
understanding that he was to be allowed the floor in order to renew 
it. There being no objection, there was unanimous consent, and 
that unanimous consent overrides the rule referred to by the Senator 
from New York. No one will question that. 

The Vice-President accordingly, in strict pursuance of the usage of 
the Senate, announced: 


The Senator from Delaware will proceed. 


And e the Senator from Delaware made a speech of some 
length. At the close of his speech the RECORD goes on to state, and 
states truly: 

Mr. THURMAN, Mr. Hoan, and others addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Massachusetts yield further? 

Mr. Tuunstax. I wish the Senator would permit me to inquire whether the 
motion to lay on the table has been withdrawn. 

Mr. Hoat. I made the motion to lay on the table, The Senator from Delaware 
asked mo to withdraw it that he might state his views, with the statement that at 
the close of his s h ho would sec that I had an opportunity to renew it. 

Mr. Bayarp. I did; and I meant to yield the floor to the Senator that he should 
renew the motion if he to do so, 

Mr, THURMAN. Undoubtedly, but I ask him to withdraw it for a moment. 


That is a mistake. The word I used was “ withhold.” 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the honorable Senator from Ohio 
whether he is quite sure that the word he used was “ withhold,” and 
not “withdraw 7” 

Mr. THURMAN. Iam very sure. My recollection is very certain 
that I used it, for I recollect using it ex diligentia at the time; but I 
do not care for that; let it stand “ withdraw” if the Senator recol- 
lects it that way. 

Mr. HOAR. That is my recollection. 

Mr. THURMAN, Then I made a nest to him to withdraw a 
motion that was not pending, that already been withdrawn. 
That would be the whole of it. I did not make any such foolish re- 
queat as that. What does Mr. Hoar say tothat? Take it “ with- 

wW 


Mr. Hoar. Certainly. P 


Then he did withdraw it. Ifit had been then pending, that would 
have been the second time he withdrew it, and not a single word of 
objection was made. There was unanimous consent to that, and that 
overrides the rule to which the Senator from New York referred. 
Then I proceeded to address the Senate, and said: 


Mr. President, I have never, in the eight years of experience that I have had in 
this body, known a motion to lay a resolution or bill on the table made by an oppo: 
nent of that resolution or bill until the mover of the resolation or bill had 
heard in answer to the objections that had been urged tit. Itbink it is the 

rliamentary usage that the mover of a resolution shall, in familiar phrase, close 
the debate; not an absolute right to say that nobody is to speak after him, but that 
the opportunity shall be afforded him to reply to those who have objected to his 
resolution or motion ; and this is the first time in eight years’ experience that ever 
I have known that right ar privilege of the mover of a resolution interfered with 
by a motion to lay it upon the table. I desire to say 5 reply to what has 
been said, but, if this motion is to be made to cut me off, then I must submit to my 
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Now, what does the Senator from Massachusetts reply to that? 


from Ohio, and I certainly will not make the motion his intimation without 
opportunity to speak. 


his having an 

Now, if there is anything certain on the face of the earth, it is 
that by unanimous consent the motion to lay on the table made by 
the Senator from Massachusetts was withdrawn and never renewed 
afterward. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, it seems to me that this is a very sim- 
ple matter. Having made a motion to lay on the table the proposi- 
tion made by the honorable Senator from Ohio, I was requested by 
the honorable Senator from Delaware to withdraw it on the under- 
standing that it should be renewed again as soon as he had concluded 
his remarks. 

Mr. BAYARD. If the Senator desired. 

Mr. HOAR, If the Senator desired,” and I expressed tho desire 
by saying that I consented “ with that understanding.” There was 
no formal withdrawal of the motion; no unanimous consent was 
asked of the Senate that that withdrawal might be made; no state- 
ment was made by the Chair to the Senate that the motion was with- 
drawn. Under these circumstances the Senator from Delaware ad- 
dressed the Senate. Now, it is entirely immaterial, it seems to me, 
whether that transaction amounted to a unanimous understanding 
that the motion was withdrawn without any formal withdrawal by 
the mover, or any formal asking for unanimous consent, or any 
formal statement by the Chair that it had been withdrawn, or 
whether it was considered that the Senator from Delaware pro- 
ceeded by unanimous consent without any such action with the 
understanding that the motion was to be considered by unanimous 
consent as renewed when the Senator from Delaware took his seat. 

One or the other of those two things clearly happened. Either the 
motion never was withdrawn as was n or if informally with- 
drawnsit was withdrawn with the understanding that it was in some 
way considered as renewed as soon as the Senator from Delaware 
concluded his remarks, because after the Senator from Delaware con- 
cluded his remarks there was a proposition made by the Senator from 
Ohio that it should be withdrawn again, showing that he understood 
it was renewed or was then pending. To that request the Senator 
from New York [Mr. CoNKLING] interposed an objection that it could 
not be withdrawn without unanimous consent, and stated that he 
objected in substance; that is, that a Senator would be found un- 
doubtedly who would object; and the Senator from Ohio yielded, as 
did the Senate, to that op «iriver and thereupon he rose to a point 
of order, which was that Senator from New York was out of order 
in speaking to the undebatable proposition to lay the motion on the 
table, to which the Senator from New York yielded. So that the 
honorable Senator from Ohio himself enfo a rule of the Senate, 
which rule was only applicable if the motion to lay on the table was 
considered by the Senate as pending, and the gentleman against 
whom he 2 to enforce the rule yielded to that proposition. 

Now, can there be anything more certain than that the journal 
clerk is right in recording that that proposition was considered as 
pending, that the yeas and nays which had been ordered upon it 
were still required to be put when the question wastaken? Itseems 
to me, Mr. President, that there can be no question that it was the 
understanding of the honorable Senator from Ohio himself and the 
entire Senate yesterday that the motion to lay on the table was 


nding. 
ats CONKLING. Mr. President, the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Ohio requires an amendment. To state the truth, as 
he understands it, the Journal should declare that, “by unanimous 
consent of the Senator from Massachusetts,” and, ibly of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware—although I do not think it clear that he should 
be included—this motion was withdrawn. If the Journal should go 
any further, it would tell an untruth, known, I think, to every mem- 
ber of the Senate, and proved by the statement made by the Senator 
from Ohio himself. Is there any pretense in this printed RECORD, 
or in any suggestion the Senate has heard, that the President sub- 
mitted to the body whether unanimous consent should be given to 
the withdrawal of this motion to lie on the table, and thatthe Senate 
gave consent? 

Mr. THURMAN. I ask the Senator from New York if it is not the 
every-day practice, when no objection is made, to consider that 
unanimous consent is A 0.45 

Mr. CONKLING. e honorable Senator from Ohio seemed yes- 
terday to think me unsafe in assertion when I declared my igno- 
rance of a courtesy or a custom in the Senate such as he then ed. 
Now, if I 8 question as I bo pa 1 at all he 77 pak 
me again ty of extravagance of assertion, I am com , how- 
ever, to Gay thet never, to my knowledge, did it occur in the Senate, 
or was it suggested before, that, ee cee a Senator by unanimous 
consent to make remarks not at the moment in order, revolutionized 


the Journal, overthrew the rules, and subyerted the orders of the Sen- 
ate; never. 
Mr. President, this proceeding yesterday was not accidental or 


eareless. I am positive in affirming that it was not heedless or acci- 
dental. The motion to lay on the table was not a stray motion. The 
Senator from Massachusetts had, I think, considered it. Other Sen- 
ators had considered it also. It was not by accident that I lost not 
one moment, when the motion was made, in demanding the yeas and 
nays apon it. My purpose was to ps the motion to lay on the table 
beyond reach of recall, or power of withdrawal by anybody. I have 
no hesitation in ayowing my reason for this. There had been, if not 
rumors, whispers of new and strange alliances, It is to be hoped they 
are holy alliances, There had been whispers of alliances, pending for 
some time and which were yesterday suspected to have ripened into 
certainty—alliances relied upon to transfer the majority from one 
side to the other side of the Senate. I felt it my right to ascertain by 
the earliest method who were the allies, the reserves, and recruits—and 
how many there are. It seemed that a motion to lay on the table, not 
being debatable, would produce a very early revelation of the coali- 
tion, and show how it was that the control of the Senate was to pass 
away from the majority as heretofore constituted, and, like the star 
of empire, “westward take its way.” I was quite particular, there- 
fore, to get upon the Journal the fact that the constitutional one- 
fifth of the Senate had ordered the yeas and nays to be taken; my 
object of course being that the i ee A rule of the Senate might 
operate, which rule is in these words: 

Any motion or resolution may be withdrawn or modified by the mover at any time 
before a decision, amendment, or ordering of the yeas and nays— 

“Except a motion,” and soon. I speak of my motive and purpose, 
in order to convince the Senator from Ohio that it is next to impossi- 
ble that such a mistake was permitted as he now wants the Journal 
to assert. When the Senator from Delaware rose and asked to be 
allowed to make some remarks, and su ted a withdrawal of the 
motion to lay on the table, E saw very clearly as other Senators did 
who attended to it that the Senator from Massachusetts had not 
in his mind at the moment the forty-fourth rule, nor the fact that 
an impassable barrier bad been put between him and all power to 
withdraw his motion. The phraseology he adopted in reply to the 
Senator from -Delaware, in addition to signifying his readiness to be 
courteous, no doubt signified also his supposition that he hadthe power 
to withdraw. Nobody rose to interrupt in order to read a rule of the 
Senate, and 1 think knew that the mental operation of the 
Senator from Massachusetts could not overthrow the rules, or undo 
what the Senate had done. The Senator from Delaware proceeded. 
Subsequently, to against the possibility of mistake, I took oc- 
casion to remind the Senate and the Chair of the state of the ques- 
tion; and as distinguished Senators have delighted the Senate this 
morning by reading from the speeches they made, I venture to read 
a short extract from a few observations of mine. I said: 

When this motion wos made to lay this resolution on the table, a Senator—I was 
that Senator—demanded the yeas and nays. The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The rule of the Senate declares that after that no Senator can withdraw a motion. 
No Senator has withdrawn it. No Senator, I think, will withdraw it, becauso it 
will be within the province of every other Senator to insist upon tho observance 
len AA rote opts plenty 
cate tna order shall — A it. p 

Did the Senator from Ohio or any other Senator teke issue with 
that statement? Didany Senator set me right or set the Chair right, 
because I had the acquiescence of the Chair at the time? When I 
asserted that this motion had not been withdrawn, that it could not 
be withdrawn, then was the time for the honorable Senator from 
Ohio to insist as he does now. 

Mr. THURMAN. What does the Senator mean by saying that he 
had the acquiescence of the Chair? The RECORD does not say that 
the Chair uttered a word. s 

Mr. CONKLING. Indeed! Let me set my friend right again. 
The Senator from Ohio rose, and rose with some might, after my 
statement that the motion was still pending, he rose to assert for 
once at least the rules of the Senate. He made a point of order upon 
me. His point was that I was out of order because a motion to lay 
on the table was then pending and that motion was not debatable ; 
and bowing, as I always do, to the honorable Senator from Ohio, 1 
congratulated him on appearing as the champion of order; and I took 
my seat with a promptness which must have earned the gratitude of 
Senators around me. 

The Chair did make a remark just at this point, and the record 
shows it, indicating clearly that he re ed the motion to lay on 
the table as pending and as cutting off debate. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio will see that had I not had or 
rather had he not had the approval of the Chair when he made his 
point of order, I should have been deemed in order, and for ahs 
the Senator from Ohio knows I might have been on tho floor to thi 
time. 

Mr. EATON. And talking still. [Laughter] 

Mr. CONKLING. Andas the Senator from Connecticut naturally 
says, talking still. So I was quite warranted in saying that I had 
the approval of the Chair; it is true also that I had the great au- 
thority of the honorable Senator from Ohio himself. 

I submit, Mr. President, that the Journal ought not to be amended 
so as to get rid of the motion to lie on the table. It eannot be so 
amended unless the Senate should vote that when two Senators in con- 
versation, one saying “I shonld like to make a remark” and the other 
saying “T have no o jection, and I withdraw my motion for that pur- 
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pose,” such adialogue between two Senators actually obliterates arule 
of the Senate Ea from the Journal an order which has been put 
there by one-fifth of the Senate that the yeas and nays shall be taken, 
and reverses the whole proceeding, and all upon the theory, as I must 
understand it, that what the Senator from Massachusetts thought 
at the time and what he said to the Senator from Delaware is tan- 
tamount to the Chair propounding to the Senate another question, 
namely, whether, in spite of the order for the yeas and nays, this mo- 
tion should be withdrawn, by unaninious consent, and then declaring 
the assent or dissent of the Senate when ascertained. 
I beg to say, for one, that had the Chair submitted that question I 
should have been as intent as I could be upon anything in in 
ing an objection, having myself asked for the yeas and nays to the 
end that this motion to lio on the table should be voted upon, and 
that we should thus know by whose votes it is that success is Pe 
for in a motion to discharge the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions from a case never investi there or here, and to bring it 
here to be carried by main foree—by the force of numbers, when it 
had been ascertained somewhere that numbers could be procured. 
Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, in addition to the rules of the Sen- 
ate, to which I trust I shall always be found paying an intelligent 
and ready obedience, there is a rule of my own, and that is, that no 
member of the Senate shall by a courtesy to me be deprived of any 
advantage, parliamentary or otherwise, which he had at the time of 
eee it. ARION y the rules of the Senate, the Senator from 
assachusetts arly and in order moved to lay the resolution of 
the Senator from Ohio upon the table. Under the rule, that motion 
having been made must be decided without debate ; and the Senator 
from New York, for reasons which he has given to us, called for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered. So far, debate was absolutely, 
under the rules, at an end upon that subject, and nothing remained 
but for the Clerk to call the roll. 
Pending that, the motion having been unexpected by me, I rose 
and applying to the honorable Senator from Massachusetts asked the 
portunity of giving my reasons for voting in favor of the motion of 
the Senator from Ohio. It was politely accorded me, and by the 
courtesy of the Senate I was permitted to speak at my own discretion. 
T did not consider that there was a formal displacement of the con- 
dition of the business before the Senate by reason of the extension of 
that co to me, and I am compelled to state that as my belief 
now. I hold, and I am bound to hold and to vote in favor of the pre- 
cise construction which I have given to the state of affairs before the 
Senate. I could not have had the floor, I could not have displaced 
the proceedings of the Senate, except by the courtesy unanimously 
extended to me, and I cannot manufacture out of that anything 
that shall have any effect more than was intended by tho nt to me. 
I propose, so far as I can, to keep the case just where it was when 
leave was given to me, despite the rules of the Senate, to express my 
views upon the subject before it. I am compelled to say that I was 
careful, therefore, seeing some confusion of debate, points of order 
having arisen to and fro on different sides of the C ber between 
8 one first calling the other to order and being again called 
order in turn, I thought there bad been some possible confusion in 
which the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts might have been 
displaced owing to his civility to me, and I asked him 8 as 
is reported on page 21 of the RECORD of to-day, “whether my obliga- 
tion to the Senator from Massachusetts, who yielded me the floor for 
the of submitting my reasons why I should vote for the res- 
olution of the Senator from Ohio, has been fulfilled.” 
The Senator from New York [ Mr. 3 said it certainly had 
been, and the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] said that he 
~ understood “the obligation of the Senator from Delaware” to him 
had been “perfectly fulfilled in all respects,” 
Mr. dent, it shall be “perfectly fulfilled in all ts.” I 
hold that I am bound to have it stand just where it did stand before 
I commenced to address the Senate yesterday after the unanimous 
consent accorded me by their permission. I cannot look at it in any 
other way. I do not go on the question of the strict construction of 
the rules, but I take what I believe to be and what seems to me to be 
the substantial condition of facts, in which, while I can understand 
the criticism made by the honorable Senator from Ohio upon the word 
“withdraw,” yet so far as I am concerned I hold no man to the mean- 
ing of that technical rule. The substance was that I might, despite 
tho rules of the Senate, go on with my remarks which would have other- 
wise been out of order, but which were made in order by unanimous 
consent; and I must vote, if vote there shall come on this subject, to 
put the case just where it stood at the time I received permission to 
address the Senate. s 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I do not know what—— 

Mr. BAYARD. My friend will 1 me one moment further. It 
was the permission granted and accepted yesterday which led to 
this debate this morning, and the understanding of my honorable 
friend from Ohio has induced him to make this motion for an alleged 
necessary correction of the Journal. The honorable Senator from 
New York spoke of his action yesterday as being no accident, but 
said that the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts, followed by 
the quick call of the Senator from New York for the yeas and nays, 
was a deliberate and intended course of action. He spoke of 
whispers throughout the Chamber; he spoke of possible alliances, 
holy or unholy. I can only say that no such whispers have reached 


me here. I can only say that no alliances, holy or unholy, are known 
by me to exist, and there is none to which the light of day is not 
most welcome, I know, to me and I believe to every man who sits on 
this side of the Chamber in t to this vote or any other vote 
this party or any other party in this Chamber or anywhere in the 
United States. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the Senator from Delaware was 
pleased to say something about manufacturing a case out of what 
was said yesterday . the understanding at that time, if I 
understood his remark aright. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, my friend is certainly in error, and 
I ask that the reporter may read the remarks. He will find no such 
phrase used by me, or, if it was, it was a mistake. 

Mr. THUR . My friend says that is not his meaning. If this 
had been his meaning, I should have been very much impelled to 
take 2 5 7 5 to it. 

Mr. BAYARD. It was not only not my meaning, it was not my 
expression, and I submit to my honorable friend that he ought not 
to coin expressions for me. I will let the reporter at the desk read 
what was said, and I think my friend will find himself in error. 

Mr. THURMAN, I did not pretend to use the exact words; but 
let that pass. I hope that the Senator from Delaware will not imagine 
for one moment that his sense of honor, of personal honor, or of the 
honor of the Senate is any more‘acute than that of his fellow-mem- 
bers on this floor. 

Now, Mr. President, I stand by the record, and what has been said 
by the Senator from Delaware does not change what I have said one 
iota. The first question is—although that becomes immaterial by 
what subsequently took place—was the Senator from Delaware per- 
mitted, by unanimous consent, to proceed out of order? No such 

roposition was made. He never asked to proceed out of order. The 
Renate was never asked to allow him to proceed out of order by 
unanimous consent, which is sometimes done, frequently dono, and 
debate allowed to proceed out of order by unanimous consent. No 
such proposition was ever suggested to the Senate; but the Senator 
from Delaware, in order that he might proceed in order, asked the 
Senator from Massachusetts to withdraw his motion, promising that 
he would see that he got the floor in order that he might renew it, 
That is what took place, as the RECORD shows, and that is what 
actually took place. 

The Senator from Delaware did fulfill his obligations to the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts. When I rose, at the close of the remarks of 
the Senator from Delaware, and the Senator from Massachusetts rose 
at the same time, the Senator from Delaware stated what he under- 
stood, that he was to see that the Senator from Massachusetts ob- 
tained the floor to renew his motion, or words to that effect, I acqui- 
esced ina moment. It was the understanding, and I carried it out, 
and was for carrying it out and fulfilling the obligation of the Sena- 
tor from Delaware as fully as he could hayo fulfilled it himself. There- 
fore, I, on my own motion, asked the Senator from Massachusetts, 
whom I ized as entitled to the floor, “to withhold,” I say, “to 
withdraw” says the RECORD, the motion; Ido not care which it was, 
because the motion had been withdrawn and wasnot pending. Then 
what took place? L asked him to withdraw it for a moment and he 
said “Certainly.” Then I proceeded to state reasons why the motion 
ought not to be made, because it cut me off. It was wit wn, if it 
was then pending, on my application, not on that of the Senator from 
Delaware, and honor of the Senator from Delaware was not in- 
volved in the case in the slightest degree. It stands on my applica- 
tion to the Senatorfrom Massachusetts either to withhold or withdraw 
the motion, and what took place previously with the Senator from 
Delaware has nothing to do with this case. 

In answer to my application the Senator from Massachusetts said, 
“ Certainly ;” and then I proceeded to address the Senate. Now, if 
there was any objection to his withdrawing the motion if it were 
pending, then was the time for Senators to speak out. Then was the 
time for the from New York, with all his eyes, and who it 
appears had invented this thing, to see and to speak; not speaking 
he gave consent. We pass bills Cakes there is not a word of objec- 
tion to them. This very resolution was considered and discnssed for 
one hour because there was no objection to its consideration; but 
no objection was asked for. The President of the Senate did not say 
to the Senate, Is there objection to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion?” No, sir; it went on by unanimous consent, because the want 
of objection is unanimous consent. Then, after it was then with- 
drawn or withheld, (I do not care which,) on my application, by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, and after I had spoken and after he had 
replied and after he had closed by saying, “I certainly will not make 
the motion after his intimation”—that is my intimation—“ without 
his having an opportunity to speak.” 

Then rose the Senator from New York, who, I find, in the close of 
his remarks, said that the Senator from Massachusetts could not 
withdraw it. He came too late; the Senator from Massachusetts 
had withdrawn it. He had withdrawn it by unanimous consent. It 
was not pending. The objection of the Senator from New York came 
too late; but le says I sat him down upon his own point. Idii; 
and it was perhaps very stupid in me, but I could not help sitting 
him down with his own doctrine. I intended that what was “ sauce 
for the goose,” if Iam the „should be “sauce for the gander.” 
[Laughter.] That is what I intended, and to show that, on his own 
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statement of the case, he was out of order. That was shown, but 
that could not change the fact. The fact was that there was no such 
motion pending. 

But, Mr. President, I do not care one straw about this matter one 


way or the other. I know, if I know anything, that I am right, but 
as my friend from Delaware seems to th that it would reflect on 
his honorable conduct here, I withdraw my motion, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is withdrawn and the Jour- 
nal stands approved. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WINDOM, from the Committee on Appropriations, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the 
international industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878, re- 
ported it with amendments. 

SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour, save two minutes, 
has already expired. If there be no objection, the Chair will now lay 
before the Senate the unfinished business of yesterday, which is the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN] that the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the credentials of M. C. Butler, of South Carolina. 
The pending question on this resolut ion is, Shall it lie ks re the table ; 
and upon that motion the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ANTHONY, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ransom] who 
is absent. He would vote “nay,” if here, and I should vote “yea.” 

Mr. COCKRELL, (when Mr. ARMSTRONG’s name was called.) My 
colleague [Mr. ARMSTRONG] is paired with the Senator from Kansas 

Mr. PLumB] If my colleague were here, he would vote “nay” and 

r. PLUMB would vote “yea.” 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (when his name was called.) On 
this question I am paired with the Senator from New York, (Mr. 
KERNAN.] If he were present, I have no doubt he would vote “nay.” 
I should vote “yea” if I were going to vote. 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) On political questions 

and this would seem to take that complexion) I am paired with the 
ator from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] If not paired, I should vote 
“nay,” and I presume he would vote “ yea.” 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 30, nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesars. Allison, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
Chaffee, Christiancy, ing, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, Hamlin, Hoar, Howe, 
Ingalls, Jones of Tevada, Kirkwood, MeMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, 3 
Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, Sargent, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, Wadleigh, an 

NAYS—M Bailey, Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis 
of Illinois, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Here- 
ford, Hill, Johnston, Jones orida, Lamar, McCreery, 
Merrimon, Mo: „Patterson, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, 

ABSENT—Messrs, Anthony, A Cameron of . 
Grover, Kernan, Maxey, Penis, janaka — 1. Mareen ene 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate refuses to lay the resolution 
on the table; and the question now is will the Senate agree to the 
resolution. 

ù Mr. ot UNOR Mr, President, I should like to hear the resolu- 
ion read, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be again reported. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

That the Committee on Privil and Elections be disc from 
the consideration of the credentials of M. C Butler, of South Cate ee 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend the resolution by striking ont 
the words “M. C. Butler” and inserting the words “ William Pitt 
Kellogg” and also in the latter p of the resolution striking out 
the words “South Carolina” and inserting the word “ Louisiana.“ 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, I rise to a point of order, that the 
amendment is not germane to the original proposition, and cannot be 
entertained. The original proposition is one to swear in a Senator 
from the State of South Carolina, while this is a proposition to swear 
in a Senator from the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator be good enough to refer to the 
rule that makes anything not germane out of order here ? 

Mr. WALLACE. I do not referto any specific rule ; Isimply stand 
upon 8 law. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not the parliamentary law. The parlia- 
mentary law is exactly the reverse. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not think the point of 
order well taken by the Senator from Pennsylvania. The question 
is, will the Senate agree to the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Vermont. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I have made this motion, not be- 
cause I do not think that the committee ought to have time to pre- 

and make a report on Mr. Kellogg’s case and also on Mr. But- 

er's case, but because I see it is the apparent disposition of a major- 
ity of this body, if we take them to be sincere, as we must according 
to the rules, to believe that it is not a good thing to have these ques- 
tions investigated and reported upon by a committee. The solid 
body of our associates upon the other side of the Chamber have evi- 
dently so declared, that a committee ought not to consider sucha 
question, and so, in order to get their vote to discharge the commit- 


tee in the order in which these questions arose, and to have absolute, 
regular fair play about this ess, I wish to invite them to go with 
me now, or to allow me to go with them, to discharge the committee 
in the first case which, if I take the topari of the public newspapers, 
has had the evidence, &c., submitted in it, so that we shall really get 
a considerable amount of light in t of the Kellogg and Spof- 
ford question that g we might not get in respect of the Butler 
and Corbin question. Therefore my friends on the other side can 
readily and easily perceive that, upon their own principles and their 
own faith and their own authority, our present and first mission is to 
discharge the committee in the case of Mr. Kellogg and try his case 
in the Senate according to the best light we can get, aided by the 
evidence and the arguments which, according to public report, have 
been already submitted to this committee. So I should hope that 
from the other side of the Chamber at least I could get unanimous 
support in favor of this amendment, and then we can discharge the 
committee from the consideration of the Butler case and of all the 
other cases that there are, and proceed to resolve ourselves into a 
grand high court of investigation and inquiry and discussion, and 
take the matters at large, one after the other. 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, but one word. I would suggest to 
my honorable friend from Vermont that it would be quite as well to 
dispose of the first resolution, and after we have dis of that 
then I should be at all-fours with him to discharge the committee 
from the consideration of the other cases. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that my motion, if my friend agrees to 
it as he shonld, will dispose of the first resolution for the time being, 
and will enable us to take up that case which is oldest in point of 
time. 

Mr. EATON. It is not first. There is the 
from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ah! 

Mr, EATON. One is much older than the other. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is it possible? That is what I thought, and the 
oldest one is the Louisiana matter. South Carolina has been repre- 
sented on this floor by two Senators for a long series of years, and 
the oe yacancy in the State of South Carolina is not half as 
old as the one from Louisiana, and as we are Boing justice to these 
great States that we have heard so much abont the high duty of not 

seping unrepresented, let us take up first that State which has been 
without representation the longest. Pay the oldest debt first, let me 
su to my friend, is a rule of equity that he is familiar with in 
Connecticut and that he might have brought down with him for use 
here with considerable advantage. That is the true thing to do, let 
me tell my friend. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I should like to suggest to the Senator from 
Vermont, if he wants to pay the debt that has been due longest, that 
he ought to move to it ekha the committee from the consideration 
of Eustis's case which has been here twenty-two months. That is 
the oldest in point of time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think not. Y 

Mr. WHYTE. I suggest to the Senator from Ohio to offer that as 
a substitute for the proposition of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. McDONALD. The Senator from Vermont was certainly absent 
from the Senate yesterday, and therefore did not hear the earnest 
appeal that was made to the Senate by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Privil and Elections, especially with reference to the 
Spofford-Kellogg case, in which he undoubtedly furnished very strong 
information and evidence to the Senate that the state of the progress 
of that case was such before the committee that it would be very 
indecorous indeed for the Senate to undertake to disturb their delib- 
erations. If the Senator had heard that, I am quite certain he would 
not have made the motion he has made to-day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have read the Recorp with considerable care, 
and I find that the chairman of the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections did attempt to persuade my honorable friend from Indiana 
and others of that ilk that it was Se ser unjust, unfair, and 
unprecedented, let me tell my honorable friend, that he and others 
should undertake to trip up the heels of a committee of this body 
before they had had an opportanity to investigate a matter that 
it had been thought worthy to send to them for investigation and 
particularly by that sort of a—is it parliamentary to say contriv- 
ance,” Mr. President !—by that sort of method, (I believe that is a 
parliamentary word,) by that sort of a method which, in some conclave 
somewhere adjusts matters of this kind appealing to the judicial 
sense of this body, in the dark as a campaign in war time is supposed 
to be adjusted with spies and scouts and tactics and telegrams and 
ciphers and so on, and then march into this arena of serene justi 
as it is so often called npo such questions, and with the troops al 
drilled and the guns all loaded, take the case that it happens to be 
most convenient in order to make votes the fastest, cut that off from 
consideration, and thereby acquire strength enough by the same solid 
methods to prevent any other than a similar disposition of any other 
like case without any regard to the evidence. 

‘Mr. President, if anything of that kind has occurred, as it is noto- 
rious in the ne pers that it has, then it does not commend itself, 
it a to 8 to our consideration. But my friend from 
Indiana now tells me that the chairman of the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Electious says that the Kellogg case eens to be inves- 
tigated. So it ought, but not less so than that of those who stand 


mistake of my friend 
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later on the Calendar of the 3 as I presume, on the calen- 
dar of the committee, and that ought in all justice and truth to be 
taken up in their order, and fairly considered and disposed of. But 
to in uce the tricks of the theater, the shiftings of the scenes, the 
trap-doors, and the ropes in the dark corners, to manifest and muster 
a solid body of men to cut the knot in this way, it ap to me does 
not allow my friend a large chance to say that the chai of the 
Committtee on Privileges and Elections thinks that we ought not to 
discharge the committee from the consideration of Kellogg, when my 
friend and all his associates say that we must disc e them from 
the consideration of a case that they have not been able to reach; 
because, as it is said, it is a little more convenient to get a certain 

n admitted to a seat in this body by that method—for I wish to 
5 — strictly within the proprieties of this occasion than by the 
other. 

So it is, Mr. President, that with 
patriotic and how unpartisan my frien 
appeal to them. Let us discharge the committee from Kellogg and 
dispose of his and Mr, Spofford’s case. If it is right to discharge the 
committee before inquiry and report, where the Senate have y 
determined the subject in their own minds by their own votes, let ns 
do it in the first case first. Then I think, my friends so voting to do 
that, I will unite with them in carrying out their own principles and 
peace we will vote to discharge the committee in the South 

arolina case, and will spend a week or two in finding out what we 
can about that ourselves here. Very well; let the Senators vote with 
me to dise. o the committee in the first case. They say the com- 
mittee ought to be disc from them all. If that is the order of 
the Senate I submit to the will of the majority, and when we have 
disposed of the first I shall be very seriously inclined to relieve the 
committee from the consideration of Corbin and Butler. While, as I 
say, we can take up the papers and the evidence, we are authorized 
to summon witnesses ourselves, and they can be heard at the bar of 
the Senate, and thus we shall then have one of the pageants that have 
been rarely witnessed in history that will be so honorable tothe princi- 
ples of my good friends on the other side, so satisfactory to the sense 
of justice of the American people, and go on with the investigation 
in that way. “Let us have peace,” Mr. President, and conciliation. 

Mr. McDONALD. The remarks of the Senator from Vermont in 
support of his motion show that he is very familiar with the advan- 
tages which he thinks may be obtained by taking up one case rather 
than another. I think in making this motion he may deem it easier 
to seat Mr. Kellogg than to seat somebody else, especially when we 
have the fact before us that the committee having e of this case 
is sitting day and night almost, according to the statements of mem- 
bers of that committee, in order to arrive at a proper solution of the 
case of Kellogg and Spofford, while they have not yet considered the 
other cases at all. It was stated y yond that is all I intend to 
remark now with respect to the case of Mr. Butler and Mr. Corbin, 
that there were no facts in dispute between those parties in the state- 
ments that they had made before the committee and that had been 
laid before the members of the Senate essential to determine the 
merits of that case. That cannot be said with reference to the case 
from Lonisiana. But if it is desired to take these cases up in their 
proper order, beginning with the State of Louisiana, first, certainly 
we ought to take that which is first in point of time from that State. 
If a motion was made by the Senator from Vermont for that purpose 
I do not know but that I should be inclined to favor it. 

. HILL. Mr, President, I rise to an inquiry. Is the motion of 
the Senator from Vermont divisible? He moves to strike out “M. C. 
Butler, of South Carolina,” and insert “William Pitt Kellogg, of Lou- 
isiana.” That motion is divisible, I think, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is not, in the judgment of the Chair. 
A motion to strike out and insert does not form two substantive 
propositions, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. A motion to strike out and insert cannot be di- 
vided according to an express rule of the Senate. 

Mr. HILL. e motion to strike out is one motion and the motion 
to insert is another motion, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. They are indivisible. The question is, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Vermont? 

Mr. THURMAN. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The 88 and nays were ordered. 

Mr, CONKLING. Mr. President, I believe the resolution is still 
amendable. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


nding. 
jrs CONKLING. I move to strike out all after the word“ Re- 
solved” in the resolution as it stands, amended by the proposition of 
the Senator from Vermont, and to insert these words: “That the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections be instructed to report the 
day after to-morrow (which, I think, will be Saturday next) the cre- 
dentials and their conclusion in the case of William Pitt Kellogg 
and Henry M. Spofford.” : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT.. The question will be first under the rules 
taken on the amendment proposed by, the Senator from Vermont, 
(Mr. EDMUNDS, ] upon which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, I suggest to the Chair that the motion of my 
friend from New York the moment covers and embraces the 
motion I have made. 


t hope, knowing how 
and his associates are, I 


It is. There is only one amendment 


Mr. CONKLING, It is not meant to do so, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It covers it completely. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont, going first to perfect the original resolution, is first in order. 

Mr. CONKLING. Undoubtedly. , 

Mr, EDMUNDS. Then perhaps I had better withdraw mine, 

Mr. CONKLING. Not at all. 

Mr. McDONALD. After the yeas and nays have been ordered on 
the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, is this now-in order ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Itis. Itis received, but will not be acted 
on until the other amendment is disposed of. The Secretary will call 
the roll on the amendment offered by the Senator from Vermont. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (when his name was called.) As I 
have already stated, I am paired on political questions with the Sen- 
ator from New York, [Mr. KERNAN.] If he were present, he would 
vote against the amendment and I, if I were at liberty to vote, should 
vote in favor of it. 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) As I stated before, on 
questions like this I am paired with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Ferry.] If at liberty to vote, I should vote “nay ” on this amend- 
ment and, if present, he would vote “ yea.” 

The call of the roli was concluded. 

Mr. COCKRELL. My colleague, Mr. ARMSTRONG, is paired with 
the Senator from Kansas, Mr. PLUMB. If here my colleague would 
vote “nay” and the Senator from Kansas would vote “yea,” 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am paired on this question with the Senator 
from North Carolina, Mr. Ransom. If present he would vote “nay” 
and I should vote “ yea.” 

The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Booth, Brace, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 

, Christiancy, Conkling. Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, Hamlin, Hoar, Howe, 
In Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, M: rrill 
oe dd Paddock, Rollins, Sargent, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, Wadleigh, and 


NAYS—Messrs. Bailey; Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Illinois, 
Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Gordon, Harrie, Hereford, Hill, 
Johnston, Jones of Florida, Lamar, McUreery, McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon, 
Moi N Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, 
an 

ABSENT—Messrs. Anthony, Armstrong, Blaine, Cameron of Wisconsin, Cono- 
ver, Ferry, Grover, Kernan, ry, Pl Ransom, and Sharon —12. z 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is now upon the amend- 
ment pro by the Senator from New York. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have reduced my amendment to writing and 
send it to the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be read. 

The CHIEF CLERK. The proposed amendment is to strike out all 
after the word “resolyed ” and insert: 

That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be directed to report in the 
matter of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg and Henry M. Spofford, claim- 
ing seats as Senators from the State of Louisiana, and that meanwhile the case 
from South Carolina be postponed. 

Mr, EATON, May I inquire if that amendment is in order? I 
apprehend not. The subject-matter is entirely different. It does not 
simply propose a change of name, but it relates to a different and 
distinct matter—the ordering of the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections to do a certain act. I do not want to discuss the question, 
but it strikes me that the amendment is not in order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks it is germane to the 
general subject-matter, 

Mr. EATON. I do not see it. Ihave not changed my opinion. 
1 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from New York. 

Mr. McDONALD. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
ane ow emit nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 

the roll. 

Mr. ANTHONY, (when his name was called.) On this gaenen I 
am paired with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. RANSOM. ] 
If present he would vote “nay” and I should vote“ yea.“ 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (when his name was called.) I am 
paired on this question with the Senator from New York, [Mr. KER- 
NAN.]_ If he were present he would vote, “nay” and, if Lwere to vote, 
I should vote “yea.” 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Ferry.] If not paired, I should vote 
“nay” and, I presume, he would vote “ yea.” 

Mr. PATTE: N, (when his name was called.) Mr. President, I 
would vote for this motion if it was a se) te proposition, but I will 
not vote for it as a substitute for the motion of the Senator from 
Ohio. I vote “nay.” 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 30, nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
Chaffee, Christiancy, Conklin Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, Hamlin, Hoar, Howe, 
Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, MeMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, Morrill 
. ock, Rollins, Sargent, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, Wadleigh, and 

NAYS—Mesers, Bailey, Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of 


Illinois, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland. Gordon, Harris, Hereford, 


Hill, Johnston, Jones of Florida, Lamar, McC „Me Donald, McPherson, Merri- 
mon, Morgan, Patterson, Randolph, ade Veen Wallace, 
Whyte, and Withers—32. 


ary, Thurman, 
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ABSENT—Messrs. Anthony, Armstrong, Blaine, Cameron of Wisconsin, Ferry, | The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 


Grover, Kernan, Maxey, Plumb, Ransom, and il. 


So the amendment; was rejected, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs on the original reso- 
lution offered by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I am now going to make a motion 
to amend, that I cannot help thinking will get the votes of the gen- 
tlemen who voted against the former proposition. I am sorry I had 
not thought of it before, because in that case I should haye got all 
their votes in the first instance. After the word “ credentials,” as it 
stands in the resolution, I move to insert the words: 

Of William Pitt Kellogg and Henry M. Spofford, of Louisiana, and. 

So that the resolution will read, if amended as I now propose: 


That tho Committee on Privileges and Elections be disc! from the consid- 
eration of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg and Henry M. Spo’ |, of Lou- 
isians, and of M. C. Butler, of South Carolina. 


And I move to add also, after “ Butler,” the words— 
And D. T. Corbin. 


So as to put them all on that equality where the fourteenth amend- 
ment that we all believe in bee Hak places them. 

Mr. THURMAN, I ask for the yeas and nays on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were o and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. ANTHONY, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ransom.] If 
he were present, he would vote “nay” and Ishould vote “ yea.’ 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] Otherwise I 
should vote “nay.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to say that my colleague [Mr. ARM- 
STRONG] is paired with the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] on all 
these questions. 

The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 32; as follows: 
eee Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, Hamlin, Hoar, beg Ingalls, 

‘ood, vont Pad 


fi ahan, Jones of Florida, Lamar, MoCreery, McDonald, MePherso 
eee Morgan, Patterson, Randolph, Saulsbury, 88 7 Wallace, 
WR 2 ee Anthon; 833 Blaine, Cameron of Wisconsin, F 

Grover, Kernan, Maxey, Plum „Ransom, ‘and Sharon—11. ne 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I am now so fully persuaded of 
the sentiments of justice that animate the Senate, as I always have 
been in fact, that I feel quite safe in moying that the farther con- 
sideration of this resolution be postponed until Monday next. My 
object is to give time for the committee, because a majority has now 
determined that the committee ought not to be discharged Foih these 
matters, to report. I move, therefore, to postpone the consideration 
of this resolution until Monday next. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the further consideration of this question be postponed until Monday 


next. 

Mr. WALLACE and others called for the yeas and nays, and they 
were ordered. 

. The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (when his name was called.) I am 
paired on the question with the Senator from New York, [Mr. KER- 
NAN.] If he were present he would vote “nay,” I presume; if I 
were to vote, I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
3 from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] I would vote “ nay” if I were 
not paired, 

The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 31; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. All Booth, Bruce, Burnsid ameron of Pennsylvan 
Chaffee, pincer Conkling Dives . Taendde Hamlin, oae 8 
Jones of rads, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, ‘Morrill 

e 


I Me 
lesby, Paddock, Rol Sargent, Saunders, : „ Wadlei: 
88 t, Spencer, Teller, W. igh, and 


NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Tli- 
nois, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Go: on, Harris, Hereford, 
Hill, Johnston. Jones of Florida, Lamar, MoCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Mer- 


rimon, Mi Pat Randolph, Saulsbury, Th Voorhees, W. 
8 olph, ary, urman, Voorhees, Wallace, 


ENT—Messrs. Anthony, Armstrong, Blaine, Cameron of Wisconsin, Cono- 
ver, Ferry, Grover, Kernan, — 5 Plumb, Ransom, and Sharon —12. 

So the motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I am satisfied from this vote that 
my motion failed because of a fear that this resolution might lose its 
place as the unfinished business on Monday, and our friends were 
afraid it might be squeezed out. Now, in order to leave it the unfin- 


ished business, so that everybody will have his place on Monday, I 
moye that the Senate now adjourn until Monday next, as I have a 
right to do under the new rules. 
he VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the Senate do now 
Mr. COCKRELL, 
nays. 


ourn until Monday next. 
. GORDON, and others called for the yeas and 


31, nays 31; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Conover, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, Hamlin, Hoar, 
galls, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, Mor- 
Rollins, adleigh, and 


1 j „ Teller, W. 
aioe Sere 


NAYS—Messrs. Benoy, Barnum, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of IIlinois, 
8 of N Virginia, nis, Eaton, Galen Hereford, 
0 ones 


Gordon, 
Florida, Lamar. — | ie Donald. McPherson, Merrimon, 
and Withers—31 ‘ph, 1. $ T mrs 


ABSENT—Messrs. Anthony, Armstrong, Blaine, eron of Wisconsin, F. n 
8 Kernsn, Maxey, Plumb, Ransom, and 2 1 ae 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, (at two o’clock and two minutes p. m.) 
Upon the motion of the Senator from Vermont that the Senate do 
now adjourn until Monday next, the ‘Ans are 31, the nays are 31. 
The vote of the Senate being equally divided, the Chair votes in the 
affirmative, and the Senate stands adjourned until Monday next at 
twelve o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THURSDAY, November 22, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] 
is entitled to the floor upon the special order; but he yields for the 
introduction of bills and other matters. 

METRICAL SYSTEM, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire to have printed certain doen- 
ments attached to a report referred the other day to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures, in reference to the metrical system. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. i 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire also to present the memorial 
of a citizen upon the same subject, which is before the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ask to have it printed. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

RADCLIFF M. HARRELSON. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No 1543) granting a pension to Radcliff M. Harrelson; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM P. ARMES, 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1544) for the relief of William P, Armes, grant- 
inga pension; which was read a first and second time, refe to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ANN GREGORY. : 

Mr. BOYD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1545) 
for therelief of Ann Gregory, widow of Charles N. Gregory, deceased ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

RATES OF POSTAGE, 

Mr. MONEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1546) providing for the classification of mail matter and the rates of 
postage thereon ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, 

Mr. EAMES, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1547) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase a lot of 
land for the use of the Government, at Providence, Rhode Island; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

LANDS SOLD IN INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 

Mr. HUNTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1548) for the relief of owners and purchasers of lands sold for direct 
taxes in insurrectionary States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LOUISA MOSS, 

Mr. ITTNER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R, No. 
1549) granting arrears of pension to Louisa Moss; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN KIERNAN. 

Mr. ITTNER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1550) for the relief of John Kiernan ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MRS. EMMA A, PORCH. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
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No. 1551) for the relief of Mrs. Emma A, Porch, of Centreville, Mis- 
souri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JULIA H. TOTTEN, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1552) for the relief of Mrs. Julia H. Totten, widow of 
James Totten, late lientenant-colonel and assistant e Serato 
of the United States Army; which was read a first and second time, 
. to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
prin 

t CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move to suspend the rules and pass a reso- 
lution requesting the President to inform this. House why the laws 
heretofore by Congress to compel the Central Pacific Railroad 
Company to operate its road in conjunction with its branches are not 


execu . 

The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the rules is not now order. 
The gentleman can ask unanimous consent for the purpose. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, I ask unanimous consent. 

Mr. CONGER. Let the resolution be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas Congress did provide in the act of July 1, 1862, being an act entitled 
“An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 
souri River to the Pacifie Ocean, and to secure to the Government the use of the 
same for postal, military, and other pu ” and also by tho subsequent acts of 
July 2, 1864, March 3, 1 June 20, 1874, amendatory thereof, that said rail- 

and branches should be paana and used for all purposes of communication, 
travel, and transportation, so far as the public and Government are concerned, as 
one connected continuous line, without any discrimination of any kind in favor of 
the business of any or either of said companies or adverse to the or business 
such basis and contract with the said 
grant to the said Union Pacific Railroad 
branch companies ue subsidies in bonds and lands of the United 
ig in the construction of said roads to be operated 


as j 

And whereas itis al the said Union Pacific Railroad Company and its branch 
8 being the sas Pacific Company, the Denver Pacitic Company, the 
Cen Pacific of California, the Burlingtonand Missouri River Company, and the 
Sioux City Branch, have heretofore ne; ted and still do ba or and refuse to 
operate their roads in accordance with said acts of Con, ut have heretofore 
operated and still do operate them in open violation of the same ; 

And whereas by reason of said defaults, and on account of the same, the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the public haye been and are still being damaged and 
deprived of their just and lawful rights and privileges as stipulated, defined, and 

upon in said acts aforesaid; Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to inform the House of pe! nape r rihap what as 5 impediments, if any, 
exist which prevent him from executing said laws in ce with the obligations 

and a; ments made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and 
232 with United States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts 
‘oresaid. 


` The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the introduction of this res- 
olution for consideration at this time? 

Mr. WHITE, of Sete A a eer I object. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then I give notice that on Monday next I 
will move to suspend the rules and put this resolution on its passage. 

JOSEPHINE D, THOMAS. 

Mr. HUMPHREY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1553) ting a sion to Josephine D. Thomas; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CYNTHIA CLOUD, 
unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1554) providing for the placing of the name of Cynthia Cloud 
u the pension-rolls, and paying her a certain sum of money; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN B. SLACK. 

Mr. BRENTANO, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1555) for the relief of John B. Slack, late acting third assistant 
engineer, United States Navy; which was read a first and second 
time, e to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
prin 


Mr. PRIDEMORE, b 


IMPROVEMENT OF TOMBIGBEE RIVER, 

Mr. MULDROW, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1556) ing an appropriation for the improvement of the Tom- 
bigbee River, in Mississippi; which was read a first and second time, 

. MULDROW,. I move that the bill be referred to the Commit- 
tee on ap ropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. These subjects all go to the Committee on Com- 
merce, which makes up the river and harbor appropriation bill, and 
until the rule is changed the Chair must recognize that practice. 
Should it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations it will be 
reported back to the House for reference to t ‘ommittee on Com- 
meree. 

Mr. MULDROW. Let it go to the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed, 

EMILY J. DUNN. 

Mr. MULDROW also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1557) for the relief of Emily J. Dunn, of Lee County, Missis- 
sippi; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

ttee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


MARY FRAZEE, 

Mr. NEAL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1558) 
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to place upon the pension- 
roll the name of Mary j which was read a Brat and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 


be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF OHIO RIVER. 

Mr. NEAL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1559) making an appropriation for the improvement of the Ohio 
River; which was ae a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

LABOR IN EUROPE AND AMERICA. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH, by unanimons consent, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved by the House of ives, That there be printed from the stereo- 


Representati 
t lates eight hundred copies of the special on labor in Europe and 
Lene of Edward Young, chief of the Bureau of Statistica in the Treasury De- 


partment, for the use of the House. 
JOHN KEATING. 

Mr. POWERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1560) for the relief of John W late private Company B, First 
Regiment Heavy Artillery Maine olunteers; which was read a first 
and second time, N tarred to the Committee on Military 
ordered to be printed, 

SARAH C. PALMER. 


Mr. POWERS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1561) granting a pension to Sarah C, Palmer; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. s 

AMELIA A. WHITAKER. 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1562) for the relief of Amelia A. Whitaker; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. i 

PHILEMON B. HAWKINS, 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill. (H. R. No. 1563) for the relief of Philemon B. Hawkins; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. ~ 

ELIZABETH TOTTEN. 

Mr. CRAPO, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1564) granting a pension to Elizabeth Totten, widow of Commodore 
Benjamin J. Totten; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PAY OF HOUSE EMPLOYÉS. 

Mr. CRAPO also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts : 


Resolved, That there bo paid to Andrew Stepper, out of the contingent fund of 
T House, the sum of . for services as messenger for twenty days in March, 


Mr. CRAPO also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 


That Isaac T. Moore, deput, eant-at-arms of the House 1 
ee to investigate the 8 — 2 Louisiana, be allowed fhe gong 
of $325, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House. i 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. WATSON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1565) making an appropriation for the purchase of a site, and the 
erection thereon in the city of Erie, Pennsylvania, of a building for 
the United States courts and Government offices; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANK A. PAGE, 

Mr. JOYCE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1506) 
for the relief of Frank A. Page; which was read a first and secon 
time, y retorto tothe Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
prin 


Affairs, and 


WILLIAM S. FOULK, 


Mr. STENGER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H, R. No. 
1567) for the relief of Captain William S. Foulk; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JUDGMENTS IN UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD; by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1568) in relation to docketing jud nts recovered in the courts 
of the United States to make them a lien on real estate; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. i 

PHBE MEECH. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (II. 
R. No. 1569) for the relief of Phabe Meech ; which was read a tirst 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


1877. 


IMPROVEMENT OF DETROIT RIVER. 


Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the City of Chi „asking an appropriation for 
the improvement of Detroit River; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Lask unanimous consent that this memorial be 
printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. FOSTER. I object. 

i ALEXANDER ANDERSON. 

Mr, ALDRICH also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1570) for the relief of Alexander Anderson, late first lieutenant 
Fourteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first and 
second time,referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed, 

MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 

Mr. ROBERTS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1571) to promote efficiency in the marine-hospital service; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


CAPTORS OF THE RAM ALBEMARLE, 


Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1572) for the relief of the captors of the ram Albemarle; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANKLIN D. PEARSON. 

Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1573) for the relief of Franklin D. Pearson j which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be prin 

HORACE JARBOE. 

Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1574) for the relief of Horace Jarboe ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MARGARET KENAH. 


Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No, 1575) granting a pension to Kenah ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM L. W. SEABROOK. 


Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1576) for the relief of William L. W: Seabrook, late commis. 
sioner of the land office of the State of land ; which was read a 
first and time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. s 

BARBARA CHENOWITH. 

Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1577) for the relief of Barbara Chenowith; which was a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCIS 0. WYSE. 


Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, intrcduced a bill (H. 
È. No. 1578) for the relief of Francis O. Wyse, late lieutenant- 
colonel of the Fourth ment of United States Artillery; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCIS I. WHEELER. 


Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1579) for the relief of Francis I. Wheeler; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


THOMAS POULTNEY, 


Mr. ROBERTS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1580) for the relief of Thomas Poultney; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PAGE. I now demand the regular order of business. 

Mr, MILLS. I hope that demand will not be insisted on when 
there are so many other members desiring to introduce bills. 

The SPEAKER. So many have already had the privilege of intro- 
ducing bills this morning it would seem to be injustice to those who 
are waiting to introduce bills now to insist upon the call for the reg- 


ular order of business. It is, however, the gentleman’s privilege to | report 


do so. 
Mr. PAGE. I withdraw the demand for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE HARBOR OF VICKSBURGH. 

Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1581) to improve the harbor of Vicksburgh; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 
t NORTHERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS, 

Mr. MILLS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1582) to create the northern judicial district of the State of Texas, 
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and to change the eastern and western judicial districts of said State, 
and to fix the time and places of holding courts in said districts; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. i 


DEBTS DUE BY THE GOVERNMENT TO STATES, 
Mr. MILLS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1583) to authorize and provide for the payment of all debts con- 


tracted by the Government in certain States therein, named since the 
close of the war; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


COTTON CLAIMS. 


Mr. MILLS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1584) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the 
owners the value of all cotton seized by officers of the Treasury since 
May 30, 1865; which was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
E. 8. C. ROBERTSON. 


Mr. MILLS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1585) for the relief of E. S. C. Robertson, of Bell County, Texas; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY ATKINS AND WILLIAM H. SHOUDY. 


Mr. JACOBS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1586) for the relief of 3 Atkins and William H. Shoudy; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN G. PARKER, - 

Mr. JACOBS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1587) for the relief of John G. Parker for carrying the United 
States mails in Washington Territory; which was read a first and 
8 time, refered to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION OF PUGET SOUND. 

Mr. JACOBS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1588) enabling the Baptist Association of Puget Sound and 
British Columbia, and any other like association of any denomination 
in the same locality, to navigate a vessel for missionary purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JACOBS. I move to refer that bill to the Committee on Edu- 
eation and Labor. 

Mr. BANKS. The proper reference for the bill should be to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. It should go, it would seem, to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD LANDS, 


Mr. JACOBS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No, 1589) to restore to the public domain certain lands withdrawn 
in favor of the Northern Pacific Railroad in Washington Territory; 
which was read a first and second time, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JACOBS. I move the reference of that bill to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 
The SPEAKER. From the title of the bill the proper reference 


would seem to be the Committee on the Pacifie Rail K 

Mr. DUNNELL. I think that bill should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, as previous bills of a like character have 
taken the same reference. It was that committee which originally 
reported these grants of lands. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it should go to the Committee 
on the Pacific Railroad. It is marked by the gentleman who intro- 
duced it to be referred to the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Such bills have usually gone to the Committee on 
Public Lands, 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the bill, and then it will be 
for the House to determine what reference the bill should take. 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER. In the absence of any objection the Chair will 
order the reference of the bill to the Committee on Public Lands, as 
indicated by the gentleman from Washington Territory. 

Mr. B I object to that reference. 

Mr. BANKS. It seems the bill should be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Pacific Railroad. All these grants of land were made by 
from the Committee on Public Lands before the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroad was created. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. A bill similar to that was before the Committee 
on the Pacific Railroad in the last session. 

The SPEAKER. It is a question for the House to determine. 

Mr. EWING. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. er, I would suggest that there 
is a bill already pending before the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road similar in its character to the one now offered, and that at the 
last session of Congress a bill somewhat of the nature of this bill was 
considered and reported upon by that committee. 

The SPEAKER. The ir is advised by the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. THROCKMORTON ] that this subject is already before the 


> 
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Committee on the Pacifie Railroad. It is for the House to determine 
to what committee the bill shall be referred. 

Mr. DUNNELL. A similar bill is also before the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the motion in accordance 
with the request of the gentleman who introduces the bill. The 
guentan. will Ars DAPR ‘ing the bill to the Committee on Pub- 

c 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 71, noes 22. 

So (further count not being demanded) the bill was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


FIFTEENTH AND SIXTEENTH MISSOURI CAVALRY. 


Mr. MORGAN also, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1590) for the relief of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Missouri Cay- 
alry Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM J. ALLCOCK. 

Mr. MORGAN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1591) for the relief of William J. Allcock ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

R. D. SALMONS ET AL. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1592) for the relief of R. D. Salmons and others; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ADMINISTRATRIX OF ANTON MEMEMEYER. 

Mr. METCALFE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1593) for the relief of Elizabeth Mememeyer, of Saint Louis, Mis- 
souri, administratrix of Anton Mememeyer, deceased ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN MOONEY, 

Mr. METCALFE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1594) for the relief of John Mooney, of Saint Louis, Missouri ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES LINDSAY. 


Mr. METCALFE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1595) for the relief of James Lindsay, of Missouri; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA. 


Mr. FRANKLIN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R, 
No. 1596) to provide for the organization of the Territory of Okla- 
homa; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories, aud ordered to be printed. 


DOUGLASS DALE. 


Mr. FRANKLIN also, by unanimous consent, submitted a resolu- 
tion to pay Douglass Dale for services rendered in the Doorkeeper’s 
department of the House of Representatives; which was referred to 
the Committee of Accounts. 


MARTIN BINNEY. 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1597) for the relief of Martin Binney, captain of Company B, Twenty- 
eighth Massachusetts Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
e Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PAY OF HOUSE EMPLOYÉS. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, by unanimous consent, submitted the 
following resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Ac- 
counts: 

Resol: That tho Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and is hereby, 
au and directed to pay from the contingeat fund the sum of $699.60, the 
same to be equally divided between A, B. Corbusier, John H. Dougherty, John E. 
Kelly, G. P. -John B. Fossett, and William P. Thomas, as com 


for extra services rendered as messengers in the Doorkeeper's department from 
December 6, 1876, to March 4, 1877, inclusive. 


‘SALLIE ALLEN DOWNING. 


Mr. BURDICK, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R, No. 
1598) granting a pension to Sallie Allen Downing, widow of Samuel 
P. Downing, a soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

BAPTIST CHURCH AT RALEIGH, WEST VIRGINIA. 


Mr. KENNA, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R, No. 
1599). for the relief of the Baptist church at Raleigh Court House, in 
Raleigh County, West Virginia; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

KIAH SMOOT. 

Mr. KENNA also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1600) for the relief of Kiah Smoot, of Boone County, West Vir- 
ginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. JANE T. HAWKINS. 


Mr. KENNA also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1601) for the relief of Mrs. Jane T. Hawkins, of Fayette County, 
West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


STEAM-PLOW MACHINERY. 


Mr. DAVIS, of California, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 1602) to exempt steam-plow machinery from payment of 
uty; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


TO CORRECT AN ARMY OFFICER'S RECORD. 


Mr. SAYLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1603) to correct an Army officer’s record ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask unanimous consent to offer the following 
resolution for action at this time: 

Whereas Congress did provide in the act of July 1, 1862, being an act entitled 
“An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Ais- 
soi atr rat cee ey sheer hey „ the use of the 
same for postal, military, other purposes; an subsequent acts 
of July 2, 1864, March 3, 1869, and June W, 1874, 8 thereof, that said 
railroad and branches should be o; and used for all purposes of commanica- 
tion, travel, and transportation, so far as the public and Government are concerned, 
as one connected, continuous line, wi any jon of any kind in favor 
of the business of any or either of said companies, or adverse to the road or busi- 
ness of any or either of the others; and ty ae such basis and contract with the 
said railroad company and its branches, did grant to the Union Pacific Railroad 
C subsidies in bonds and lands of the United 
Fp a the purpose of aiding in the construction of said roads, to be operated 
as aforesaid ; 


an 
City Branch, have heretofore neglected and still do neglect and refuse to o te 
7 eg, pera 


and still do operate them in open violation of t ; 
And whereas yy reason of said defaults, and on account of the same, tho Gov- 
ernment of the United States and the public have been and still are —— dam- 


upon in 
Be it resol That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to inform the House what | impediments, if any, exist which prevent 
him from executing said laws in accordance with the ob accepted and 
agreements made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and branches with the 
United States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts aforesaid. 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I object. — 


MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND THE SOUTH. 


Mr. VANCE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H, R. No. 
1604) to increase and regulate the mail service between Washington 
ay and the following-named cities: Richmond, Virginia ; Raleigh 
and Charlotte, North Carolina; Charleston, South Carolina; Atlanta, 
Georgia ; Mobile, Alabama ; Mem his, Tennessee ; Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas; New Orleans, Louisiana; Galveston, Texas, and other points 
south; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

BRANCH MINT AT CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. E. 
No, ts to provide for the re-establishment of a branch mint of the 
United States at the city of Charlotte, North Carolina; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN D. STREET. 

Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1606) ting a pension to John D. Street, of the Third North 
Carolina ffoanted Infantry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

F. B. CARLAND. 

Mr. VANCE alse, by unanimous consent, introdueed a bill (H. R. 
No. eit lacing the name of F. B. Carland, Third North Carolina 
Moun fotaneg, on the pension-rolls; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

L. M. BRITTAIN AND OTHERS, 

Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1608) for the relief of L. M. Brittain and others; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


L. C. CAMP. 


Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1609) for the relief of L. C. Camp, of North Carolina; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


JOSEPH WARD. 


Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 


No: 1610) lacing the name of Joseph Ward, Third North Carolina 
Moun Infantry, on the pension rolls; which was read a first and 


1877. 
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second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
ROBERT C. W. HUGHEY. ‘ 

Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R, 
No. 1611) to pay Robert C. W. Hughey, of North Catolina, arrears of 

nsion ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 

Jommittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed, 
PATENTS. 
Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1612) to amend the statutes in relation to patents, and for other 
urposes ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Pomii on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 
PAY OF MESSENGERS OF THE HOUSE, 

Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ac- 
counts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he hereby is, directed to pay S. E. 
Gittings and W. W. Stringtield, each, the sum of $43.48, for services rendered as 


messengers from the 16th to the 3ist of October, inclusive, and to Wilmot Leach 
the sum of $83.48 for as messenger during the month of October. 


POSTAL SAVINGS-BANKS. 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1613) to create postal savings-banks and for investing the 
surplus deposits in the same in securities of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

8. T. MARSHALL, 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa, also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R, No. 1614) for the relief of 8. T. Marshall, of Lee County, Iowa; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 

THADDEUS s. STEWART. 


Mr. STONE, of Iowa, also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H R. No. 1615) for the relief of Thaddeus S. Stewart; which was 
read a first second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM BLANCETT, 

Mr. CABELL, by unanimous ee ek re a bill (H. R. No. 
1616) granting a pension to William Blancett, of Patrick County 
Virginia, a soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a first an 
second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PHILIP HOWERTON. 


Mr. CABELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1617) granting a ene to Philip Howerton, of Halifax County, 
Virginia, a soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a first an 
second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

EDWARD BOOKER, 

Mr. CABELL also, by unanimous consent, intreduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1618) ee N to the pension-roll the name of Edward Booker, 
of the county of Henry, State of Virginia, a soldier of the war of 1812, 
whose name was dropped from the rolls under the act of February 4, 
1862; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee qa Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SUSAN HUMES. 

Mr. HARMER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1619) granting a pension to Susan Humes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS DUGAN, 

Mr. MARTIN, by unanimons consent, submitted the following reso- 

lution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 


. tingent 
in the Doork r's department from September 1, 1876, to and including the 13th 
day of November, 1877, at the rate of $720 per annum, less the 5 — of $120 
ved by under a resolution of the House. 


CAPTAIN F, BLESSING. 

Mr. ERRETT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1620) for the relief of Captain F. Blessing, late captain Company E 
Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a an 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1621) to appropriate money for the survey of public lands, and 
for salaries of employés in the office of the United States surveyor- 
general for California; which was read a first and second time, 
Serey to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 

rin 
3 STEAM-PLOW MACHINERY. 

Mr, LUTTRELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H, 

R. No. 1622) to admit free of duty steam-plow machinery adapted to 


VI—39 


the cultivation of the soil; which was read a first and second time, 
zetero to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
prin 

ARMY OFFICERS DETAILED FOR STAFF DUTY. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1623) 
relative to officers of the Army detailed for staff duty; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812, 

Mr. MACKEY, by unanimous eonsent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1624)) to extend the provisions of existing laws relating to soldiers 
and sailors of the War of 1812; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ABRAM V. MILLER. 

Mr. MACKEY also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1625) eH a pension to Abram V. Miller, late a lieutenant in 
Company E, of the One hundred and eighty-fourth Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. BROWER. 

Mr. MACKEY also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1626) for the relief of George W. Brower; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION OF NORTHERN MEXICO, ETC. 

Mr. MACKEY also, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 51) authorizing the establishment of a commission 
for the scientific exploration of the northern States of Mexico and 
the territory of the United States adjoining the same; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JACOB M. GRACE. 

Mr. VAN VORHES, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1627) granting a pension to Jacob M. Grace, late tof Com- 
pany D, Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to he printed. 


MOSES LACY, 
Mr. TUCKER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1628) for the relief of Moses Lacy ; which was read a first and second 


mines DANY to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
prin 
REFUNDING OF TAX ON TOBACCO. 

Mr. TUCKER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1629) for the relief of certain citizens of Lynchburgh, Virginia, 
and refunding to them taxes improperly collected from them on manu- 
factured tobacco; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


TERRITORIES, 


Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1630) to amend section 1922 of the Revised Statutes, pro-. 
visions concerning particular organized Territories; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 
Mr. PEDDIE, I ask unanimous consent to present, for reference 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency, a resolution of the 
Board of Trade of Newark, New Jersey, against the repeal of the 


resumption act. 
The SP. The resolution will be referred under the rule, 


WILLIAM WINANS. 


Mr. KETCHAM, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1631) granting an increase of pension to William Winans; which 
was & first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM M. MAYNADIER. 


Mr. KETCHAM also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1632) for the relief of William M. Maynadier; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


LEGISLATION FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of monga by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1633) regulating the appointment of justices, commis- 
sioners of deeds, and constables within and for the District of Colum- 
bia, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be prinser, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1634) to alter and amend the liceuse laws of 
the District of Columbia; which was read a first and second tim 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and orde: 
to be printed. 


610 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


NOVEMBER 22, 


J. T. FISHER AND 8. H, SMITHERS. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mich , also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1635) for the relief of James T, Fisher and 
Samuel H. Smithers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JEPTHA RUBERT, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No, 1636) granting a pension to Jeptha Rubert ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. McGOWAN. I ask, by unanimous consent,to make a report 
from the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. OLIVER. I object, and demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The understanding was that the Chair should 
recognize only gentlemen having bills, &c., for reference, the reason 
being that there might not be a morning hour on Monday and that 
members were anxious to present their bills before the adjournment 
of this extra session. That is the reason of this anxiety to introduce 
bills. Does the gentleman from Iowa insist on his objection ? 

Mr. OLIVER. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the unfinished business pend- 
ing at the adjournment yesterday. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM COLORADO. 


Mr. HALE. I rise to a question of the highest privilege. I send 
y the Clerk’s desk a resolution relating to the right to a seat in this 

ouse, 

The Clerk read as follows: 
BD pose Yi ee ho) rpms PAA 3 Ne 
Representative from the State of Colorado. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, I suppose that this is a question of the 
highest privilege. This case occupied the attention of the House for 
the first ten days of the present session 

Mr. EDEN. Mr. S er, is this a question of privilege? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will hear the gent m Maine 
[Mr. HALE] before ruling upon that question. The point of order 
will be reserved. : 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, this question was thoroughly debated 
upon this floor for ten days 5 good lawyers upon the one side and the 
other. It was finally decided upon the 26th day of October by a ve 
close vote that the whole subject-matter, including the prima face 
case, should be sent to the Committee of Elections. When the ob- 
jection of delay was urged as a reason why the House should decide 
the question without a reference, it was repeatedly stated in debate 
that the matter would speedily come back from the committee. The 
reference was under a resolution which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the certificate presented by James B. Belford and the certified 
Suave $e the Torey: DAR ĩͤ V 

vo y- . 
> Z pon which each visima the effice of Representative to the Forty- 

of Colorado, be referred to the 


Mr. HALE. That was on the 26th day of October. It was twenty- 
seven days ago. There were no abstruse questions arising in that 
contested-election case. The whole subject had been gone over in 
the Forty-fourth Congress by the Committee of Elections, some 
members of which are members of the present committee. The 
whole issue had been presented day after day in this House. We 
have been poe a speedy deliverance of this case. The parties 
have been before the committee, their arguments and proofs have 
been submitted, and I cannot learn by any inqui 
prospect of any majority report from the commit taking either 
one side or the other. It is a case of unnecessary delay. It is a case 
where a State has been disfranchised by the delay of the Committee 
of Elections. While I do not wish here to be guilty of any discourt- 
esy to that committee or any member of it, yet it seems to me this is 
a case of grievous hardship. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, with my mind exercised on this subject. and 
looking for precedents in the direction of this rule to discharge the 
Committee of Elections from the further consideration of this case, 
in order that it might be brought before the House—in that search, 
sir, I have found a gentleman of high consideration using language 
so nearly applying to this case, with the exception of the names and 
places, that I ask that it be read by the Clerk and then the paper 
returned to me. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

We have been five weeks in session. Our average sittings have not amounted to 
an hourand ahalf aday. There has been more time given for committee work 
than I ever knew given before in five weeks of a session of the Senate; ay, I un- 
dertake to say more than was ever given in any five weeks since the Senate had an 
existence. Not only that, we have ad over time and again one day, two 
days atatime; and now, sir, when Senate might have all the time that 
could have been asked to consider this case of Butler, all the time that would have 
sufficed to have considered it over and over and over again, and to consider the case 


there is even a 


of Eustis in like manner, and to consider Corbin's case—when we have adjourned 
day after day after sitting from half an hour to an hour and a half. and gone our 


enjoying ourselves in this beautiful weather, to the theater at night as 
some of the Senators do, and of the others going to the horse-races b- 
TETERA ATAA VS SRo aa State has been wholly unrepresen in this 
and another has been but half represented. It does seem to me, without in- 


t z und the feelings of without intending to Sen- 
stor, that this tng is a reproach to the American Senate, and it ought not further 
exist. 
Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, if I should say that these words 
The SPEAKER. Chair would like the gentleman to speak to 


the point of order; that is, as to its being a question of privilege. 

Mr. HALE. I did not suppose there was any objection on that 
oa SAYLER. I should like to have the floor in response to the 
gentleman’s question. 

Mr. HALE. Has the point of order been raised ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. EDEN] raised 
the point of order. 

Mr. HALE. On what ground? 

The SPEAKER. That it is not a question of privilege. 

Mr. HALE. Is that question still pending? 

The SPEAKER. That is the question now before the House. 

Mr. SAYLER. And unless it has been raised I certainly will raise 
it. This is no question of privilege. It has been referred to the com- 
mittee authorized by this body to take into consideration and report 
upon these questions of contested election, and the gentleman cannot, 
as à question of order, discharge that committee while proceeding in 
a legitimate performance of its duty. In other words, Mr. Speaker, 
there is no question of privilege involved in the gentleman’s motion, 
and 1 raise the question if no other member does. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman forgets the whole foundation of the 
committee system of the House. No committee, Mr. 8 is any- 
thing more than the organ of the House; it is the House speaking 
through its committee; a body of men made up of members of the 
House subject at any time to the regulation and control of the House, 
to the creation and abolition by the House. Whenever a committee 
reports under the ru'e it is subject to the action of the House. If it 
is delinquent, if it delays, the only body which can take it by the 
throat and compel its attendance here is the House. I do not conceive 
it is even a debatable question, that upon a right of a member to a 
seat in this House, at any time, the House of Representatives may 
make its mandate to the Committee of Elections either to bring in 
the case or to dise it upon consideration. Otherwise, Mr. Speak- 
er, and I ask attention to this point, it would lie in the hands of the 
Committee of Elections, or of any committee of thirteen men or 
eleven men to strangle and smother any subject-matter which had 
been con paitted to it, and there would be no power in the House to 
control it. 

Mr. CLYMER. Let me ask the gentleman from Maine a question. 
Mr. HALE. This being upon the right of a member to a seat, it is 
en entitled to every privilege which it was entitled to origi- 
ally. 

Mr. CLYMER. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. CLYMER. Let me ask the gentleman from Maine whether he 
remembers the cases strangled in the Forty-third Congress—the Lon- 
isiana cases—where members whom your committee reported uneni- 
mously were entitled to their seats were kept oat for two mortal years. 

Mr. HALE. If that was ever done it is a good time to put a stop 
to any such bad custom. 

The SPEAKER. Has the gentleman anything more to say on the 
point of order? 

Mr. HALE. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair overrules the point of order, and rules 
that this is a question of the highest privilege. The Chair had but a 
single doubt in connection with it: whether, the main question hav- 
ing been ordered on another bill and partly executed, the gentleman 
from Maine had the right to interfere with the execution of the main 
question on that bill. The Chair is not yet quite clear about that. 

Mr. BEEBE, desire the attention of the Chair for 
a moment. 


Mr. HALE. Ihave not yielded the floor and I have not completed 
what I wished tosay. I have the floor, I believe, for an hour, but I 
do not mean to occupy it for that length of time myself. In re to 
what I had rend from tho Clerk’s ee ae moments if wero 
to quote this argument for promptitude—this argument against 
franchising a State—if I were to say those words fell from the lips of 
the senior Senator from Ohio, a leader of his party, I might make 
om be liable to the point of order that I should not refer in terms to 
what had taken place in the Senate. But in looking over one of the 
daily papers, the one that Con furnishes to members, I do find 
these words on this subject, and it is a singular thing that the gentle- 
man uttering them was running so exactly in the direction I am taking. 
He was anxious to hurry up a committee and have a report on a con- 
tested-election case, 

Mr. EDEN. I wish to ask the gentleman from Maine a question, 

Mr. HALE. Very well. 

Mr. EDEN. In the case to which the gentleman from Maine has 
referred as having occurred, I suppose at the other end of the Capitol, 
did not the resolution lie over one day, and did it not then come up 


a 
n 


Speaker, 
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for consideration as an ordinary resolution, and not as a privileged 
uestion ? 
Xi Mr. HALE. That was under the rules of the Senate, which are 
different from the rules of this House. It was taken up and con- 
sidered at the first opportunity given by the Senate rules, as I want 
done here. 
I now yield a few moments to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GAR- 


1 J S| 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, rose. 

Mr. HALE, I have not yielded the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will see that exact fairness is had by 
each member, 

Mr. HALE. That is all right. What I wish is that there shall be 
ample opportunity for discussion on both sides. 

5 GARFIEL . I wish to say a word on this * ape but shall 
take up as little as possible the time of the House. The situation of 
Colorado is peculiar in this respect, as every gentleman will see at a 
gene. that she has but one Representative; and the refusal of the 

ouse to act upon this case refuses to the whole of Colorado a voice 
at all upon this floor. 3 

Every act done that denies the right of tho Representative here 
to his place is a denial of the right of the whole State. If,as the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLYMER] said a moment agọ, the 
party now in the minority on this floor did a thing like this for 
some districts of a State, that at all events was a diferent case from 
this. I know of no case where it has been done for a whole State 
which nobody doubts is a State with its full rights inthe Union, Of 
course there were questions about some States in the early days of 
reconstruction, before they were acknowled, to be within the pele 
of the Union. But however that may have been, one thing is clear, 
that if the State of Colorado has not properly elected a Representa- 
tive, if the election held there in October was not a legal election, it 
is due to the State, without regard to any partisan interest, that this 
House should say so, and remit the whole subject back to the people 
of that State for another election. 

Now, if the case goes over inethis short session—if it goes over into 
the long session, what happens? Supposein the month of December 
or in the month of January there is a report from the committee that 
there is no election, the result will be that the State of Colorado 
will have to hold an election in midwinter. But in that northern 
region itis almost im ible to hold an election in winter. They 
regarded the month of November as too late. They even regarded 
October as too late. They wanted the election in September. The 
people of Colorado said September was as late as they could safely 
bol an election in those latitudes where the snow comes early. 

Gentlemen complain that they did not hold an election in Novem- 
ber when it was very difficult to hold an election. But if there be 
any further delay and they are called upon to make another election 
you compel them to hold their election eyen in midwinter. 

The motion now pending does not ask the House to decide in favor 
of Mr. Belford. It asks that the ae which has already now lasted 
a month, and more than a month, shall stop and that the case shall 
be brought up in this House just as gentlemen in another body not 
far from here, whose action certain gentlemen here will respect, are 
proposing to discharge a committee from the further consideration 
of an election case, and asking that the case be taken up in that body 
for immediate action; which is a illustration of just what we 
know should have been done in this case. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, Will the gentleman from Ohio allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I concur in all that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] has said, as well as in what was said by 
the gentleman from Maine, 1 HALE.] This has been ruled by the 
8 er to be a question of high privilege. I think that the Com- 
mittee of Elections ought to report upon the prima facie case or upon 
the inerits at an early day; but I suggest to the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. HALE] that he amend his resolution so as to make it read 
that the committee shall report upon the prima facie case or upon the 
merits by Monday next, or that they shall be discharged from the 
further consideration of the question. I hope the gentleman from 
Maine will accept that amendment. : f 

Mr. GARFIELD. Ithink that a fair suggestion; but I have no 
right to accept an amendment to the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Maine. I think the suggestion a fair one. 

Mr. SPARKS. So do we. 

Mr. GARFIELD. It would be fair unless the House should ad- 
journ, which would push it over into the next session. If the gentle- 
man from G i Gr. STEPHENS] would say Saturday, I think it 
would be better. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will say Saturday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that the member from 
Colorado would not be injured when no Cong ress was in session. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I know that; but there should be a report upon 
the prima facie case before the present session adjourns, and if the 
8 from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] will fix the day as Saturday 

hope my friend from Maine will accept it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I put it Saturday. 

Mr. GARFIELD, If [had charge of this resolution I would accept 
that amendment. 


Mr. HALE. Let us hear what it is. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Let the resolution be read. 

The resolution was again read by the Clerk. 

Mr. HALE. I ask now what is the gentleman’s proposition ? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. My proposition is to so amend the 
resolution that the Committee of Elections shall report upon the 
prima facie case or upon the merits on Saturday next, or be dis- 


charged. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope that some member of the Committee of 
Elections will be permitted to make a statement before we act upon 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thought that he had the 

entleman from Virginia [Mr. Harris] who is chairman of the 

ommittee of Elections; but the antaman from Ohio [Mr. GAR- 
FIELD] proceeded to speak. The ir supposes that perhaps there 
was an 1 between those two gentlemen. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Ispoke in the time of the gentleman from Maine, 


(Mr. erra 

Mr. . The only question now is as to the acceptance of the 
proposition cf the gentieman from Georgia, [Mr. STEPHENS, ] and the 
acceptance of that proposition may dispense with the necessity of 
further debate. x 

The SPEAKER. The Chair now recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. HARRIS; ] he will afterward recognize the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Hate] and give him all his rights. 

Mr. SAYLER. I move to lay the resolution on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman isnot ized for that purpose. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I was not in the Hall when 
the gentleman from Maine par: HALE] made his extraordinary mo- 
tion, one which I haye not heard made since I have had the honor of 
being a member of this House. I think, at least, that he might have 
waited until I had been in my seat or informed me of it before he 
offered this resolution. But then that is not important. 

It is due to the committee over which I preside and to which this 
case was referred, and also to the parties in the case, that the facts 
should be stated. I will state the rule of the committee. We hada 
meeting a day or two after the committee was organized, and at that 
meeting the parties, the contestant and the contestee, were directed 
to come before the committee and prepare their case at the earliest 
practicable moment. 

This Colorado case embraces two hundred and seventy-two printed 
pages, as arranged and prepared by the contestant, contestee, and the 
clerk, and was sent tothe printer on the 31st day of October, accom- 
panied by notes and telegraphic dispatches to hurry it up, and it 
came back to us on the 12th day of November. On that same day 
the committee held a meeting and dispensed with the usual delay of 
appointing a subcommittee for the reason that they were anxious to 
give the case a promps and expeditious hearing before the whole 
committee. And we invited the parties to be heard, and they came 
and discussed the question for two or three days. The discussion 
closed on the 14th day of the present month, and since that time two 
meetings of the committee have been held to determine whether the 
members of the committee were prepared to render a judgment and 
opinion. Upon a fair canvass of the views of the committee we 
found that they were divided, not on party lines but upon other ques- 
tions, and that some of the members of the committee were not pre- 
pared to give an opinion at all. 

Common courtesy and common respect for the opinions of those 
members of the committee who had not made up their minds required 
us to give them a little further time for consideration. The com- 
mittee are as anxious as are members of this House, and more anxious 
perhaps than the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HALE,] to make this 
report and have it acted upon promptly. 

will say in reference to the Committee of Elections of the last 
session, over which I had the honor to preside, that they decided 
every case referred to them during the first session of the Forty-fourth 
Congress, a thing which had not been done before for ten or fifteen 
years. And I intend, if the industry of my committee this session 
is equal to that of the committee of the last session, that the same 
thing shall be done in this Congress; that we shall not have cases 
coming in here on the last day of the Congress, as was done in the 
Forty-third Con when two men were admitted to their seats on 
the last day of the last session of Congress, and permitted to draw 
$12,000 each.. During the last Congress the expense of contestants 
and contestees was $17,000, against $67,000 or thereabouts in the 
Forty-third Congress. 

Why does the gentleman from Maine make this motion? I am glad 
to see that he is an apt scholar. He has seen that a motion of this 
sort was made somewhere else, and he is practiciny law a little, plead- 
ing a set-off to the action of the Senate. My friend mistakes bis 
forum ; he should plead his set-off in the same body in which the first. 
declaration was made, and not come here with it. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] says that the State of 
Colorado is unrepresented. We all know that is true, and we are as 
anxions that the State shall be represented and represented correctly 
as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] canbe. But we remem- 
ber too well when seven or eight of the old Stutes stood here at one 
time knocking at the doors of the Capitol, with the Constitution in 
their hands, and asking that their representatives be admitted, and 
that gentleman stood here with his party denying those States rep- 


resentation. Yet when the little State of Colorado, with her small 
population, comes here and asks the admission of her Represeatative 
on this floor, he must seek to cast an insult in the face of the Com- 
mittee of Elections (saying nothing of its chairman) whose industry 
and energy cannot be excelled by any committee of this House, by 
bringing up the fact that that State is still unrepresented. Consist- 
ency with him would be a jewel. 

At the proper time I 55 the motion will be made by some member 
q myself will not make it) to lay this whole subject on the table. 

here is no reason why this case should be hurried forward to a dis- 
cussion which will compel the House to vote without a proper under- 
standing of the case. There is not a member in this House who will 
read the re in this case. They expect the members of the Com- 
mittee of Elections of the respective parties to read and analyze the 
case for them, and as those members of the committee r will 
the members of the House vote; and we all know that that will be 
the case. There is not a member in this House, not even my vener- 
able friend from Georgia, [Mr. STEPHENS, J who has read this report, 
or who will read it between now and Saturday. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Will the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Harris] allow me to make an inquiry of him? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. With very great pleasure. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of a. When does the Committee of Elec- 
tions expect to report, how soon, on this case? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The first day of the regular session. We 
have conferred freely on that subject, members of both parties on the 
committee, and we think that that is as soon as we can come to a 
proper understanding of the case, 

r. STEPHENS, of Georgia. One other inquiry. Will it take 
until next Monday week to report upon the prima facie case? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The prima facie case involves the merits 
of the whole case. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If I recollect the resolution of the 
House referring this subject to the committee, it directed fhe com- 
mittee to report on the prima facie case. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. And on the merits of the case; on both. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Getrxia. Do I understand the chairman of 
the Committee of Elections to say that the prima facie case involves 
the merits of the case? 

Mr, HARRIS, of Virginia. The entire merits of the case. I now 
yield to the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Watt, ] a member of 
the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. HALE. I have reduced to the form of a resolution the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Georgia, which I accept. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I desire to yield to the gentleman from 
Connecticut, [Mr. WAIT. ] 

Mr. HALE. I believe my time is not out yet. 

i The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine is entitled to his full 
our. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Jezni I thought the hour had expired. 

The SPEAKER. Not yet. 

Mr. HALE. I have drawn up a resolution in accordance with the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Georgia, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be hereby directed to report to this 
House its conclusions on the prima facie case in the contested-clection case of Bel- 


ford vs. Patterson on Satarday morning next after the reading of the Journal; |: 
said committee shall be discharged from the fur- 


and unless said report is so made 
ther consideration of the case. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Put it Monday, if you please. 

Mr. HALE. With the likelihood that we may adjourn by Saturday 
night, and as I desire to have this case disposed of at this session 
r. STEPHENS, of 3 We will not adjourn Saturday. 

Mr. HALE. I would prefer to let it stand Saturday. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I would prefer to have it Monday. 

Mr. HALE. I will yield to the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
Warr] for five minutes. 

Mr. WAIT. As a member of the Committee of Elections I simply 
wish to say a few words to exonerate the members of that committee 
from any charge or imputation that may be considered cast upon 
them by the resolution of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hate] that 
they have been derelict in their duty in not making a report at an 
earlier period in this case of Belford rs. Patterson. We urged the 

rinting of the papers at the earliest possible time. When they were 

rought to us in manuscript by the parties they were at once sent to 
the Public Printer; and as soon as he could get the same printed and 
they were brought to the committee-room we immediately called the 
parties before us and proceeded to act upon the matter. We heard 
the parties at once. They came before us as soon as the testimony 
came into our hands, and made their statements. They severally ar- 
gued the case at great length. One gentleman occupied a 
of the session on two days in making a very elaborate argument both 
on the questions of fact and the questions of law arising in the case. 
The other gentleman took I think one entire day, if not part of an- 
other, in replying to the arguments of the gentleman who opened 
the discussion. 

The committee then came together at the very earliest possible 
time to see what we could do, the apparent aim of all of the mem- 
bers being to sere if possible, upon a report in this case. I believe 
there was but one feeling on the part of the entire committee, and 


that was to agree, if we possibly could, upon a unanimous report; 
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but, while two or three of us had decided pretty definitely in regard 
to the merits of the case and were prep to say what our action 
would be, other gentlemen said that there were novel and important 
questions of law arising in the case, to which they wanted to give 
careful examination. Numerous authorities had n read by the 
parties, embracing decisions of courts and opinions of elementary 
writers, in connection with the arguments on one side and the 
other; and the gentlemen of the committee desired not only to ex- 
amine the decisions of the courts which had been cited, but also the 
action of prior committees of this House, to see what would be the 
proper course to pursue in deciding this case. 

m the beginning to the end, I have never seen on the part ot 
any gentleman of the committee any action or heard any expression 
indicating a desire on his part that this question should not be fairly 
presented to the House by a full and well-considered report at the 
very earliest time that we could what our action should be. 
The difficulty has been for the committee to arrive at a unanimous 
decision. Some gentlemen were in favor, perhaps, of seating one 
contestant, others of seating the other party, while others were fol 
referring the ease back to the people of Colorado for another election. 
We have all been desirous, if we could in any manner agree, to pre- 
sent a unanimous report to the House, 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] has referred to the 
prima facie case. Why, sir,each member of the committee had ex- 
pressed his opinion in the House here by his vote. Idid not expect to 
change the opinion of my friend, the 8 from Virginia, [Mr. 
Harris, ] or the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER, ] and I was 
very certain that anything either of those gentlemen could say would 
not convert me to their view of that qnestion. I had made up my 
mind fully and clearly that Mr. Belford by the law and the testimony 
had fairly a prima facie right to take his seat here as the representa- 
tive of the State of Colorado until the committee and the House shonld 
decide upon the meritsofthecase. Ihadabout as decidedly made up my 
mind in regard to his clear and full title to the seat. But I wanted to 
hear the opinions of other gentlemen and weigh the evidence and con- 
sider the questions of law fully and fairly, so that if possible I might 
concur with other members of the committee and unite with them as 
to the course to be pursued, or, if not, that part of us should report 
one way and part another, submitting all the questions fairly to the 
consideration and decision of the House. 

Another word, Mr. Speaker. These contestants have been in the 
committee-room almost every day conferring with the committee, 
and never, from the day they discussed the questions in the case until 
now, have I heard any complaint on the part of either contesting party 
with regard to the action of the committee. I fully concar with the 
gentleman from Maine that Colorado, as a sovereign State, is entitled 
to representation in this House at the very earliest possible period, 
and I am the last member of this body who would do anything that 
would result in unnecessary delay. e have never been charged by 
either of the contesting parties with not discharging our duty fully 
and fairly in the course we have pursued. We have spoken to them 
at our different interviews with regard to the time when we hoped 
to be able to make a report on this question; but I have never heard 
party of them express any dissatisfaction at the course we were pur- 


g. 

As one member of the committee, I am ready to meet again to-mor- 
row and, if the House shall so vote, come in and report on this prima 
facie case at the time indicated, by the resolution of the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. HALE, j as amended by the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. STEPHENS.] But the House must understand distinctly from my 
knowledge of the opinions of the committee that I candidly believe 
they cannot at this time upon a unanimous report upon this 
question of prima facie right; that we shall come before the House 
at the time named in the resolution divided in our opinions as we 
were when we voted upon the questionin the House. I am perfectly 
ready as one member of the committee to come in at once with such 
a report, if that isthe desire or order of the House, and let the House 
decide with regard to the prima facie right of either Mr. Belford or 
Mr. Patterson, and relieve the committee from farther embarrassment 
so far as that question is concerned. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Warr] has, 
from his stand-point, made a better argument for my resolution than 
I could have done. It is precisely the irreconcilable difficulties in the 
committee that have prevented their making any report, have delayed 
the action of the House, and delayed the seating of the gentleman, 
whoever he a Di that is entitled to the seat prima facie, It is just 
this difficulty that I am seeking to remedy by my resolution. I desire 
to hurry the committee up so that we may get their report and settle 
the case. I have adopted the suggestion as made by the gentleman 
from Georgia, to name Saturday; and upon the resolution as modi- 
fied I will call the previous question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] 
yield to me for a short time? i 

Mr. HALE. Certainly; how long? 

Me. MALE. Very well, Before the genti roceeds, I will ask 

r. Very well. ore the tleman 
the Speaker how much of my hour 8 5 

The SPEAKER. Twenty minutes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I a to my colleagues of the 
Committee of Elections, and especially to the honorable gentleman 
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from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] the venerable gentleman from Connecticut, 
Mr. yrs who has just addressed the House, the gentleman from 
ennessee, [Mr. THORNBURGH,] and the gentleman from New York, 
[ Mr. Hiscock, I representing the minority of this House on that com- 
mittee, to say whether or not the statement made by the gentleman 
from Connecticut [Mr. WAIT] in to the efforts of that com- 
mittee to forward this investigation as rapidly as possible is not true 
in all respects? We have desired no delay. We have forwarded 
this case as rapidly as possible. I hold in my hand the printed record 
in the case, numbering two hundred and seventy-two pages of 
rinted matter, which the members of the committee have not yet 
n able to read through entirely, but we have heard the respective 
arties, who have submitted exhaustive arguments, and we are now 
dellberatin upon the law as well as the facts of the case. 

Now, sir, if it had not been probable this special session would ad- 
eat perhaps to-morrow or during this week, or at tho farthest by 

onday, the committee, I have no doubt, would have made prepara- 
tions to bring this case before the House as early as Monday next. 
But at our last meeting it was understood, I believe by all the mem- 
bers of the committee, this House would probani Soop eer? to-day, 
and certainly not farther than Saturday, and we believed if we re- 
ported the case to the House this week there would be no time to 
argue it, which made it necessary the case should go over to the reg- 
ular session. The parties to the contest were informed it would be 
brought up on the first or second day of the regular session. Mem- 
bers of the committee were directed to p re re by that time 
so that the case would be ready to be considered by the committee. 
I think, therefore, there is no necessity for this motion as the com- 
mittee has been acting with due diligence and with a proper regard 
to the interests of the State of Co! o and the rights of the respect- 
ive contestants. 

Mr. HALE. I yield now for five minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, there is no disposition I know of on 
the part of any member of this House to find fault with the chairman 
of the Committee of Elections, and I do not see why he need rise to 
defend himself here when a simple motion, a common motion, a 
proper motion is made to relieve him and his committee from difficul- 
ties which have environed them and from which they have been 
struggling for twenty-seven days to escape. 

The gentleman admits—and I call his attention to his admission— 
the gentleman admits that on the 14th of this month they had heard 
all of the parties, they had taken all the proof, and they were pre- 
pared then to act on the facts as they had learned them, but from 
that time to this they have been unable to come to any conclusion 
among themselves what to report and when to report. My friend 
from Connecticut, [Mr. Warr, J a truer man never lived, or a more 
diligent one, for I served with him on other committees, tries to ex- 
cuse the committee because that has made men so different they can- 
not agree on a proposition. It is unfortunate, but he says there is no 
prospect whatever of that committee ever agreeing on this, of what 
they are to report or when they are to 9 — My friend, then, 
ought to be willing to adopt this resolution offered by the gentleman 
from Maine to relieve them from the necessity of doing the impossi- 
ble. A on that they cannot. 

But the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 3 the second on that 
committee, he, too, comes and says that, with all his ability, and with 
all his genius, and with all his suggestions, he has found it impossible 
to bring the members of that committee into such accord they could 
make a report, at least at this session,and in despair to relieve them- 
selves from those who are pressing them they had thought they would 
report on the first day of the next session. Procrastination is not 
on uy the thief of time, but it is the thief of a seat in this House. 

ow, sir, these gentlemen of the committee, and I presume all have 
spoken who desire to, all agree they have sufficiently examined this 
matter. They know what toreport. They have read the one hundred 
and twenty-seven which other members have not read, and 
never will read, and they cannot agree in their judgment, Why, sir, 
they admit they will never agree. It is intimated here they cannot 
upon a prima facie case, and behind that are great principles of 
law, and their report might be a precedent for the en genera- 
tions, and they must handle it carefully and make no mistake. 

Colorado has been kept out of herrepresentation in this House long 
enough. Members promised when this was referred to the committee 
they would examine it speedily and report speedily to this House and 
Colorado should be represented upon this floor within a short period, 
and yet it was on the 14th, the chairman of the committee tells us, 
they had finished taking testimony and had heard all they were to 
do, and the gentleman from Illinois says the reason they cannot report 
now is because there will not be time in this session for all the com- 
mittee to make the eloquent speeches they desire to make. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HALE. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. POTE] 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. The gentleman from New York yields part of 
his time to me. 

Mr. POTTER. Ido. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I wish to say a few words as a member of the 
committee and as a republican. When the committee met, with a 
frankness which I have never seen surpassed, all unanimously agreed 
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that the work should be pushed forward as rapidly as possible. It 
was also , with freedom from oyery sting like artisan 
spirit, that the committee should as nearly as possible e upon 
itself both the feelings and tho duties of a court of justice. I desire 
to say on behalf of the committee that it would be absolutely impos- 
sible for any body of gentlemen, under the same circumstances, to 
show more completely a non-partisan spirit than has been done. I 
do not mean that we may not all have projudices growing out of party 
associations and sympathies, but I unqualifiedly assert that if they 
exist, they have not shown themselves in the action or bearing of the 
members of the committee. à 

I desire further to say, after some e in courts of justice, 
that if the supreme court of any State, having a cause of equal mag- 
nitude before it and having heard arguments of similar length upon 
similar amounts of testimony, had reserved the case for decision, no 
lawyer on this floor would ever dream they were doing less than their 
duty in keeping the case under advisement quite as long as this com- 
mittee has done, Further, if gentlemen who are opposed to me in 
politics, in another 5 undertake to do that which I do not think 
to be wise or right, I have yet to learn that the way to meet them 
would be for me to copy their wrong actions. If no higher motive 
than the merest party policy were to guide us, I cannot understand 
the benefit to arise from imitation of that which we denounce. 

I think, therefore, that it is to be regretted that this motion is 
made; and I have felt that neither as a member of this House nor as 
a gentleman can I say less than I have said without failing in my 
duty to my colleagues on the committee. And if under such circum- 
stances the House, as it has a perfect right to do, should take the 
case from the committee, I am unable to see how the members of 
that committee could possibly feel Lied Hogg the confidence of the 
House in sufficient measure to justify them in consenting to serve 
longer in that capacity. [Applause on the democratic side of tho 


ouse. ] 
Mr. POTTER. Mr. Speaker, I served for some 8 in the House, 
and for a part of the time upon the Committee of Elections with the 
gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HaLe.] During all that time, whether 
in the House or the committee, I think we hardly ever differed in the 
conclusions that we came to in respect to any election case. I have 
during this time bly often voted against my own party and he has 
often voted 1 is; and we have both endeavored to treat elec- 
tion cases judicially, and not in a partisan spirit. I am therefore 
the more surprised at his making the motion he has submitted, if he 
has made it seriously. 

For, Mr, Speaker, this Colorado case presents a difficult question of 
law; for the prima facie question in the case is all there is of the case; 
that is the whole of it. That question is a very difficult question of 
law. I read the brief on the one side and Senator EpMuNDs’s letter 
and the brief on the other side, and if I recollect rightly I made up 
my mind both ways, according to the side I read last. If I ever met 
a law question of the kind that wanted consideration, that required 
advisement, it isthe question in this case. Therefore I thought from 
the beginning, that when the case had been before the Committee of 
Elections and they had considered it, and we had got the benefit of 
their opinion, that would be quite as early as we should decide about 
it, and certainly as early as we could undertake to decide about it 
intelligently. 

My learned and distinguished friend from Maine [Mr. Hate] knows 
that as well as Ido. He did not pick out the case of all others that 

uired advisement, the case of all others that was attended with 
difficulty, as the case in which to charge this committee with parti- 
sauship and willful delay, without having an ulterior reason for his 
course. I fancy, sir, that gentleman is not at all in earnest in 
making this motion, so far as the action of this House is concerned. 
What I think he wants is to create a political sentiment as to the 
exclusion of a State from representation by this House which may 
be used by the newspapers so as to have some influence on the action 
of the other House. The gentleman is far too astute and experi- 
enced to pick out the worst case before this House with which to 
reflect upon the Committee of Elections, with any view of carrying 
his motion. The gentleman looks, to speak figuratively, over the 
tims of his spectacles, for he is far from bead spectacles, being 
stilla e bans with long years of usefulness before him; but he 
looks away beyond this House at another body when he brings in 
this motion. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] has disposed, by his remarks, 
of this whole case and of every possible ground of reflection upon 
the Committee of Elections, and when the time comes I will move 
to lay the motion of the gentleman from Maine, a motion I think as 
improper as it is uncalled for, upon the table. 

Mr. HALE. I believe I have five minutes left, > 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has eight minutes of his hour re- 
DARBE x 

Mr. HALE. Let me say that I had no intention in this matter of 
impugning the personal conduct or motive of any member of the 
Committee ef Elections. I distinctly disclaim any such intention; 
and no man need be sensitive on that point, either republican or dem- 
ocrat. What I do say is that this committee has unnecessarily de- 
layed this case ; that according to all the promises given it should 
havo been reported here within ten days after it was sent to the 
committee on the prima facie case; and the man who was entitled 
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prima facie should have been sworn in, and then the contested elec- 
tion carried on with all the drags and delays that are customary in 
the Committee of Elections. 

Moreover, I have my suspicions and belief that this thing does not 
stand up so high in the of impartiality that no member of the 
committee is influenced by a desire to gain political advantage. I 
have not the fortune to be in the same guileless condition of mind 
that my friend from Ohio [Mr. Cox] is, who is more inclined to 
believe that, because his antagonists set up a claim to act fairly and 
rightly, than if such a claim came from his own side of the House. 
I do not think he will be able to retain that guileless, trustful con- 
dition of mind if he serves on the Committee of Elections during 
this Congress. He must be hard to convert with his bright intellect, 
which I recognize, if he does not depart from his present admiring 
condition for the unpartisan character of his committee. 

Let me say further, in reply to the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. POTTER,] that I am in earnest in this matter. Iam somewhat 
the champion of Mr. Belford. I arose in my seat, before the House 
was organized, and while the Clerk stood at the desk and decided 
upon questions that came before the House, and had the controlling 
2 which you now exercise, and moved that Mr. Belford be sworn 

n and seated, and never, from that day, have J known one bour or 
one moment that I did not believe that he was entitled to stand in 
front of that desk and have the oath of office administered to 


Moreover, while I impugn the motives of no gentleman on the 
committee, I believe that delay in this case has been adopted pur- 
posely, and that there is an intention on the other side of the House 
to hinder the swearing in of Mr. Belford, and either to swear in 
the other man or to send the case back to the State and subjectit to the 
trouble of a new election. And the serene atmosphere uf the Com- 
easier of Elections will in the end produce one or the other of these 
results. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I desire to say, what of course no gentleman 
not on the Committee of Elections could know, but which, in view of 
the remark made by the 88 it seems n to say, in sim- 

le honesty and justice, that a member of that committee from New 

ork [Mr. Hiscock] was necessarily absent, and his mind was in 
doubt about some matters, and at his request I suggested that it was 
not desirable to force a decision instantly, and consequently, if there 
has been delay in this matter, then, in fairness, we on this side of the 
House will admit that we cannot reproach de dee upon the other 
side of the House with the fault of this delay. 

Mr. HALE. I am sorry that any gentleman of the committee has 
not been able to attend to its deliberations, but, admitting that is 
so, still we onght to seat somebody as member from Colorado, and 
the matter should be dis; of. I call for the previous question. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I should like to rmitted to say 
a word upon this question, if the gentleman will allow me. 

Mr. HALE. My time bas expired,and I will lose the previous ques- 
tion unless I insist upon it now. 

Mr. SAYLER. I move to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Could not I have leave, by common 
sonso to make a statement in reference to the delay in the com- 
mittee 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not the power to grant that. 

Mr. BANKS. I hope the House will not second the previous ques- 
tion. I should like to speak three minutes 1 this suhjeet. 

The SPEAKER. There is a prior motion than the previous ques- 
tion, which is a motion to lay the resolntion upon the table. 

Mr. SAYLER, I insist upon that motion. 

Mr. HALE. And upon it I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The gugon was taken; and there were— yeas 155, nays 94, not 
voting 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkin 
bee, Blackburn, Bland, Babes, Bow 


Banning, Beebe, Bell, Benedict, Bicknell, Bis- 
ick, Bragg, Bridges, 
W. P. Caldwell, Candler, Carlisle, Chalm 


Buckner, Cabell, Jobn W. 


Caldwe Alvah A. C John B, 
Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Clymer, Cobb, © Cook, 
© Jacob D. Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Cul Joseph 
J. Da Dibrell, Dickey, Eden, Eickhoff, Elam, Ellis, Ewing, Felton, 
Finley, Forne: Franklin, Falter, Gardner, Garth, Gibson, Giddi Glover, Goode, 
Gunter, Hamilton, Hardenbergh, Henry R. Harris, John T 
H Hartzell, Hatcher, ys, Henkle, Henry, Herbert, A S. Hewitt, 
James Taylor Jones, Join §. 


Hooker, House, Humphrey, Hunton, Frank Jones, 
Jones, K Killinger, Kim * Ligon, Lock - 
Manning, Martin, Maybam, McKenzie, McMahon, Mills, 

Money, Monroe, Morgan, Marin, Morse, Muldrow, Muller, Neal, Oliver, Pa- 
Phelps, Phillips, Pot er. Pridemore, Pugh, Qui n, Rainey, Regan, Reilly 
Americus V. ddie, Robbins, Roberts, Robertson, George ARONNE Ross, 
Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, Shelley, Singleton, Slemons, William E. Smith, Sparks, 
Springer, Steele, Stenger, Stewart, Thornburgh, Throckmorton, Tipton, Richard 
W. end, Tucker, Turner, Turney, Vance, Van Vorbe-, Waddell, Wait. 
tthorne, Alpheus 8. 8 Jere N. Williams, Albert S, 

ght, 


N. essrs. Aldrich, y. Jobn H. Baker, William H. Baker, 
Bal Bayne, Boyd, Brentano, Brewer, EES, Browne, Burchard, Bur- 
dick, ns, Camp, Camp! Cannon, Chittenden, Clatiin, Rush Clark, Cole, Con- 
geo Cummings, Dan Horace Davis, Deering, Dunnell, Dwizht, 

worth, Errett, I. Newton Evans, Fort, 2 Frye, Garf Id. 

Hale, „Benjamin W. Harris, Haskell, Hendee, Henderson, Hubbell, 
Hun , Hunter, Ittner, James, a 2 Keifer, Keightley, Ketch- 
X * . x Cook, McGowan, McKinley, Mitchell, 


N O'Neill, Overton, Pat Powers, Price, Rando} William 
W ice Milton 8, Rainson, Ryan, Sampeon, Sapp Shalenrger” Sianickoon 
Starin, Stephens, John W. Ston . Stone, Amos Townsend, Ward, Watson, 


—— Michael D. White, Andrew Williams, Richard Williams, Willits, and 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Aiken, Blair, Bliss, Blount, Bright Bundy, Batler, Cain, 
James L. 


Cas: Samuel S. Cox, Darrall. John H. Evins, Fiol 
Gauso, Hazelton, dsmith W. Hewi s, 


Gol — Kelley, Loring, Lynde, Mackey, 
Peddie, Pollard, Poun may ton, Smalls, A. Herr Smit 


Southard, Strait, Swann, Thom: Martin Veeder, Walker, Ha 
r ins 


So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were madoe : 

Mr. G H. I desire to state that Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. is 
still confined to his room by illness; if present, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. BLOUNT. On this question I am paired with Mr. SMITH, of 
Pennsylvania; if here, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. PAGE. On this question I am paired with Mr. WALKER. of 
hd rT if here, he would vote “ ay” and I would vote “no.” 

r. CAMP. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. Hiscock, is 
absent and paired with Mr. VEEDER. Iam advised by Mr. Hiscock 
and others with whom he has conferred that he was fully prepared 
to report upon this matter before he was called away; and I there- 
fore presume that if he were present he would vote “no.” 

Mr. EWING, My colleague, Mr. SouTHARD, is absent in New Jer- 
sey, and detained there in consequence of the serious illness of his 
wife’s father. He is paired with Mr. PoLLARD, of Missouri. 

i 5 GUNTER. My colleague, Col. Gauss, is absent on account of 
sickness. 

Mr. DUNNELL. My eolleague, Mr. STRAIT, is absent, and paired 
on all political questions with the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. Rea. 
The gentleman from Missouri can determine for himself whether this 
is or is not a political question. 

Mr. REA. I am paired with the gentleman from Minnesota, Mr. 
STRAIT, on all political questions, and as this may be considered a 
Lavage question I will ask leave to withdraw my vote in the allir- 
mative. 

No objection was made, and leave was granted accordingly. 

The vote was then announced as ab ve recorded. 


ADJOURNMENT OF SESSION. 


Mr. WOOD. I desire to state to the House that I had intended to 
call up to-day the resolution reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means in relation to the final adjourument of this session of Con- 

and to ask a vote upon it at the first opportunity. I have just 
earned that the other branch of Congress has adjourned until Mon- 
day next, and therefore I will abstain from calling up that resolution 
until Monday. I think it is my duty under the circumstances, and 
for the convenience of members on both sides of the House, to make 
this announcement. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SINGLETON, I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The re order is the unfinished business of 
esterday, being the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies 

the ang epee ny for the service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, aud for other pu 2 
which was reported from the Committee of the Whole with sundry 
amendments, The pending question is upon the motion of the gentle- 
mau from Mississippi [ Mr. SINGLETON] to lay on the table the motion 
to reconsider the vote whereby the House rejected the amendment of 
the Committee of the Whole in relation to the “star service,” so called, 
of the post I service, 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


After line 115 add the follo 3 
Provided, That tho tnexpended balance of the ap on made for star serv- 
ice in the transportation of the mails for tho last year, or so much thereof 


as may remain after settling accounts touching said service during said years, 
rie peinar a poten appropriated for the same servico during the current 
The SPEAKER. Upon this qnestion the gentleman from Texas 
[Mr. Mitts] yesterday called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were o upon a division, there being ayes 
noes not counted; one-fifth voting in the affirmative. 

. WADDELL. Before the roll-call begins I ask unanimous con- 
sent to have read a communication which I received this morning 
from the Postmaster-General, touching the subject of this amendment. 

Mr. EDEN and others objected. 

Mr. CONGER. This amendment, as I understand, relates to the 
increased mail service in rural districts, 

The SPEAKER. It relates to what is known as the “ star service,” 
and was lost yesterday by a vote of 108 to 129. 

Mr. PO R. Are we to vote now on the motion to lay on the 
table or on the motion to reconsider? 

The SPEAKER. On the motion to lay on the table the motion to 
reconsider, which is known in parliamentary practice as a “clincher.” 

ori 5 And it will be a “clincher” upon the rural mail 
service 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that inquiry is not exactly in 
order. [Lau perd 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair certainly ought to explain the meaning 
of the word “ clincher.” 

The questo was taken; and there were—yeas 142, nays 116, not 
voting 33; as follows: 
ley, John H. Baker, William H. 

knell, Blackburn, Blair, Blount, 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Atkins, 
Banning, Ba: 


Bacon. 
yne, Beebe, Benedict, 


Baker, Banks, 
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Bragg, Brower, Brid 
Candler, Cannon, Carlisle, hittenden, Claflin. Alvan H. Clark, John B. Clark, jr., 


Browne, Buckner, Burchard, Cain, Calkins, Camp, 


of Missouri, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, Clymer, Cobb, Cole, Co! Covert, 
Jacob D. Cox, Crapo, Cutler, Danford, Denison, Dickey, Durham, Ed rrett, I. 
Newton Evans, Finley, Foster, Franklin, Frye, Fuller, Gardner, Garfield, Glover, 
Hale, Hamilton, Hanna, Harden Hart, Hartzell, Hayes, Hendee, Henderson, 
. gc nes Bae’ Hun, — Haaies, ark 9 
ones. n ones, Jorgensen, Joyce, ghtley, Kenna. etcham, 3 
Lavoe Lindsey A Maxtor 


Kimmel, Knapp, Kno! 
tterson, Potter, y Ran- 
ice, George D. Robinson, 
Stenger, 


tt, Landers, 
Maish, Mavham, McCook, McGowan, McKenzie, 
wann, ig —. 
Tanas. Wait, Walsh, Ward, Warner, Watson, Harry White, 
horns, Andrew Williams, Albert S. Willis, Benjamin A. Willis, Willits, 
Wilson. Wood, and Wright—142. 
Boone, Bouck, Boyd, Brentano, 


bee, Bland, y 
W. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Chal- 
Conger, Cook. Cravens, Crittenden, Culberson, Cummings, 
Davidson, Horace Davis, Jah J. Davis, Deoring, Dibrell, Donnell, Eames, Eick- 
boff, Elam, Ellis, Ellsworth, ing. Felen, Forney, Furt, Freeman, Garth, Gauso, 
Gibson, Giddings, Goode, Gunter, er, Benjamin W. Harris, Henry R. Harris, 
John T. Harris, n, Hartridge, Haskell, Hatcher, Ierbert, Hooker, Honse, 
Hunton, James Taylor Jones, Kelley, Lapham, Lathrop, Ligon, Luttrell, Manning, 
Marsh. Martin, Metcalfe, Mills, Mi Money Margas- Muldrow, Oliver, O'N 
Peddie, Phelps, Phillips, Powers, Price, Pridemore, Pagh Reagan, 
Roberts, Hobert „ Ryan, Sampson, Sapp, Scales, Schleicher, 
1 Shelley, Sinnickson, Slemons, Starin, Steele, 8 wen Stewart, 


dell, W 
ren, Yeates, and 
Cox. Darrall, Douglas, Dwi 
Ginn be ‘ton, Smalls, A. Herr 
1 5 Walker, Charles G. Williams, and James Williams—33. 

So the motion to lay on the table the motion to reconsider was 
adopted. 
During the roll-call, the following announcements were made: 

Mr. POUND. Upon this subject I am paired with Mr. SMITH, of 
Pennsylvania. Were he here, he would vote “ay” and I should 
vote “no,” 

Mr. BANNING. I wish to announce that Mr. Evins, of South 
Carolina, is detained at his room by sickness. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The next amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole 
was read, as follows: 

5, line 97, insert the words “and for” before the word “ baskots."’ 

The SPEAKER, This amendment is merely verbal. 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

Sone toads" DOE NIAS wed DADIS PAILLA aaa: EANA at me 

use Wi TA ment bu „ ubilo an an 
Agaronato rental not 9 $2,100 per — 15 n 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 


time. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the yote by which the bill 
was ordered to be e and read a third time; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. aap gre I now demand the previous question on the 

of t . 
The previous 3 was seconded and the main question ordered. 
Mr. pon the passage of the bill I ask for the yeas and 


ht, Bundy, Butler, Caswell, Samuel S. 
Evins, Field, Hazelton, 


nays. 
oan yeas and nays were not ordered; there being—ayes 29, noes 


The bill was 8 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
pee peerd ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the 0. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

REPEAL OF RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 

The SPEAKER. The House now resumes the consideration of the 
special order, the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the 
act entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
—_ The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EwINd] is entitled to the 

oor. 

Mr. CONGER. Irise to a parliamentary inquiry. I ask the Chair 
to define the position of the special order under the resolution of the 
House. I would like the Chair to construe the resolution, so that we 
— see how far it affects the action of the House at the present 
time. : 

The SPEAKER. The construction of the Chair, which he has 
once before stated during the consideration of this bill, is that under 
the operation of the resolution of the House the bill is at present in 
this situation: that the demand for the previous question has now 
been seconded and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nG] is entitled 
to one hour in which to close the debate on the bill and amend- 


ments. 
Mr. CONGER. I ask that the question be now put on ordering the 
main question. I suppose that the gentleman from Ohio wishes the 


bill to progress as fast as possible. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio holds the floor. 
he yield to the gentleman from Michigan f 


Does 


Mr. EWING. No, sir; I decline to yield. 

Mr. EAMES. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment f 

Mr. EWING, For what pu t 

Mr. EAMES. I desire to ask unanimons consent that the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Fort] a member of the committee, who has 
now pending an amendment to this bill which was agreed to by the 
committee and who has had no opportunity heretofore to express his 
views, may now be allowed twenty minutes for that purpose, and 
that five minutes for debate be exteuded to every tleman who 
has not heretofore spoken and who has now an amendment pen‘ling. 

Mr. EWING. I hope there will be no objection to that proposition. 

Mr. KELLEY. Lobject. ~ 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope gentlemen will see the propriety of al- 
lowing every member who has an amendment pending to occupy five 
minutes in explaining it. 

Mr. EWING. Certainly. I very much desire it. I hope there wiil 
be no objection. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object, unless the gentleman—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot quality his objection. 

Mr. KELLEY. Unless the gentleman will modify his proposition 
by providing that every member of the House shall be catechised as 
to his opinion on the subject. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania object? 

Mr. KELLEY. I do. 

The SPEAKER. Tha gentlemen from Ohio is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALE. Let me whether it is in order now to move that 
when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The SPEAKER. It is,if the gentleman from Ohio will yield for 
that purpose. 

Mr. HALE. I do not propose to put the motion now, if the gentle- 
man from Ohio desires to go on. I only want an indication from the 
Chair, and will make the motion at the end of the speech of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER, Itis a privileged motion. 

Mr. HALE. Then I will make it at that time. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I desire to ask unanimous consent that 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fort] may occupy twenty minutes 
in explanation of his amendment, 

Mr. BUCKNER. As I understand, that has been a, 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. That has been agreed 
stand. 

Mr. KELLEY. No, I did not object to that; but what I objected 
to was the universal criticism of the House as to its faith. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from Illinois asks that his 
colleague [Mr. Fort] shall have twenty minutes to debate touching 
his amendment. 

Mr. DANFORD. I object. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope the gentleman will not object; for if that 
is agreed to, finally the five-minates explanation of each amendment 
will be granted. 

Mr. DANFORD. I do not object to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island, but I do object to this. 

3 RA LEY. Do I understand the gentleman to withdraw his 
objection 

"Tse SPEAKER. The objection has been withdrawn, but it has 
been repeated by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. DANFORD.] 

Mr. BROWNE. Will the gentleman from Ohio before he proceeds 
to discuss this question yield to me for one minute ! 

Mr. EWING. I will yield to the gent‘eman from Indiana [Mr. 
Browne} for one minute. 

Mr. BROWNE. Mr. Speaker, until a day or two ago, and when it 
was too late to secure an allotment of time in the regular order of de- 
bato, I did not think that I should take part in this discussion. I 
would now be —— to do so, but under the operation of the pre- 
vious question I cannot secure the attention of the House. I must 
therefore content myself by taking advantage of the leave granted 
by the House to put ss views upon the record. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I ask the gentleman from Ohio whether he 
will give way for three or four minutes so that I may offer an amend- 
ment to the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order under the rule for the gentleman to 
submit an amendment. 

Mr. BEEBE. I object to everything but the regular order of busi- 
ness and ask that shall proceed without further interruption. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution by which this was made a special 
order specifically provided for the submission of amendments. 

Mr. CLYMER. And there was no fixed time coupled with it. 

Mr. EWING. I yield to the gentleman from New York for that 


pu 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that this is the only time 
when the er ean offer his amendment, for after the speech 
of the gentleman from Ohio the very next thing will be orderiug the 
main question to be put. : 

Mr. PATTERSON. I only want three minutes. 
awe weed rai Does this come out of the time of the gentleman 

om Ohio 

The SPEAKER. It does not. The Chair never takes it out of the 
hour when unanimous consent of the House is given to any proceed- 
ing like this. ‘ 

. PATTERSON, I have listened very attentively indeed to the 


to. 
to, as I under- 
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able remarks which have been made for and against this bill. I have 
listened, sir, with great pleasure to all the remar 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman from New 
York that any debate he indulges in does come ont of the time of the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope, by unanimous consent, it will not come 
out of my colleague’s time; and I ask, by unanimous consent, that 
my colleague’s time be extended to the conclusion of his speech. 
hes BEEBE. I object to everything not in the regular order of 

ness. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Then, if it is objected to, I cannot trespass 
upon the time of the House. 

Mr. ATKINS. I object. 

Mr. EWING. I understand the gentleman from New York desires 
two 2 three minutes to make some remarks, and I will yield to him 
for that pu 

Mr. PATT RSON. Thatis all I desire—but three minutes. I wish 
merely to say that I have listened attentively to this argument. The 
subject is one of preds importance to the people of this N E The 
amendment I desire to submit, if the gentleman from Ohio will con- 
sent to it, is a trifling one, and if he will consent to it I have no 
doubt it will make his bill perfectly satisfactory to all the members 
on this side of the House, and I hope to a largó pones on the other 
side. I would have been very glad, indeed, if I an rtunity, 
to renew my old acquaintance with the gentleman from Ohio which 
I made with him in Kansas many years ago, but so far I have been 
unable to obtain an interview with him, and now, in order that we 
2 become acquainted with each other again I ask him to accept a 
trifling amendment to his bill, and that is to strike out all of lines 1 
and 2 in the first section, which read as follows: 


it enacted by the Senate and Hi Representatives of the United States 
ect Apap: hedirsac ry aefa 2 Y 


If he will to strike out those two lines, I will agree to vote 
for his bill. sagnir] 
Mr. W „of New York. Will the gentleman yield to me to 


offer an amendment ? 
Mr. EWING. I yield for that purpose. 
Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I submit the following amendment to 


be voted on at the proper time. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and heis hereby, authorized and directed 
„„ er coupon or registered, to an amount 
which may be found necessary for ing into effect the provisions of this act, 
said bon: ty be oF the Genieuniaadicne od tev , fifty, and onó hundred dollars, or 
any multi at the expiration of forty years 


thereof, and to be payable in 
from the Ist day of Janua: B. 878. 


„A. D.1 
Sec. 2. That said bonds s! bear interest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, 
3 in coin semi-annually. 


said bonds shall be exchanged, at not less than their face value, into 

any United States legal-tender notes on their 3 for that 
Sec. 4. That said bonds shall be available for Poenis in tho Treasury of tho United 
States A E eer tswa rae tions as security for their circulating notes and 
ilities to the Government under the of the various laws relat- 


other lia 
ing tothe national banks. 

5. THANA Ia NN ee reeeived in exchange for the bonds to be 
N under this act s! * destroyed under such regulations as the Secretary of 
Sud. 6. That provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, 
and the same hereby are, 

Amend tle title so it will read: 

An act to facilitate the execution of an act entitled “ An act to provide for the 
resumption of specie payments,” and supplementary thereto. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I desire to inquire of the Chair if these amend- 
ments are in order after the previous question has been ordered? 

The SPEAKER. The main question has not yet been ordered. 
They are in order under the terms of the resolution. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I know that ihey are in order under the terms 
of the resolution; but are they in order now ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Are they in order after the previous question has 
been ordered ? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has been seconded, but 
the main question has not been ordered; and the resolution embraces 
all the amendments that are now offered. 

Mr. BEEBE. Do I understand that the time of the gentleman 
from Ohio has begun to run ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair only deducts from the tleman’s 
time the three minutes which he yielded. He is entitled to fifty- 
seven minutes. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Lask unanimous consent that the time of my 
coll o [Mr. EWING] be extended beyond the hour he is entitled to. 

Mr. BE. My proposition is that the time of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. EWẽI Nd] EYE to run. He has yielded part of 
his time, but he has not stated that he would yield for amendments. 

The SPEAKER. On the contrary, the gentleman from Ohio did 
qeu: Even admitting the nice construction of the gentleman from 

New York [Mr. BEEBE) the gentleman from Ohio did yield to the 
gentleman from New York to offer his amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Before my colleague begins, I ask unanimous 
consent that his time be extended indefinitely. He has been delayed 
so long that I think that co should be extended to him. 

The SPEAKER. If this unanimous consent is given it will allow 
res gentleman from Ohio whatever portion of asecond hour he chooses 

occupy. 


Mr. SAMPSON. Would that give him the privilege of yielding to 
other gentlemen ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE, Unless the order is so amended as to allow all 
gentlemen who desire to discuss the question to do so, I object. 

Mr. POUND. And on the same ground, unless five minutes be 
granted to each gentleman offering an amendment, I object. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I think it will be very uncourteous to the gen- 
oe having charge of the bill to refuse him an extension of his 


6. 
The SPEAKER. Objection ismade. The gentleman will proceed, 
havin ro Seep minutes. 
Mr. POUND. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio whether or 
not we are to understand that the committee has adopted the amend- 


ment o eee reported by the minority of the committee. 

The SPEAKER. Any action of the committee in that respect 
would be only of a recommendatory character. The bill and amend- 
2 are in the possession of the House, to be dealt with as it sees 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio is entitled to the floor. 
Before he proceeds the Chair requests that gentleman in the rear of 
the seats be seated and that conversation be suspended on the floor. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, it is characteristic of republican gov- 
ernments that the 87 confine their attention and interest to one 
great question until it is thoroughly settled. For six years preceding 
the war, nothing of public interest was generally considered but the 
slavery question. During the war, the means of its successful prosecu- 
tion absorbed all attention. Since its close, the status of the negro 
race as components of our political life, and the terms of rehabilita- 
tion of the revolted States, have been the controlling questions in 
every coupe Now that the last of the southern questions is ha 
pily settled by the triumph of the democratic principle of local self- 
government, there loom up, as ount in importance and interest, 
the questions of the debt and the 5 

Happy would it have been for the people had they considered these 
questions twelve years ago. They would have been saved the inflic- 
tion of five gigantic wrongs in their finance policy. They wonld havo 
hada rere currency composed solely of greenbacks, and have avoided 
$350,000,000 of unn: bonded debt caused by dividing the cir- 
culation with national banks—a e which would by this date 
have equaled one-third of our national burden. They would not 
have suffered the maladroit and mischievous funding in long bonds 
of the ar payee 000 of interest notes, the chief part of which were 
legal- ers and performed the double office of investment and cur- 
rency; which were dispersed throughout the country, and little felt 
as a burden because of the ebb and flow of payments from the 
Treasury to the people as interest,and from the people back to the 

as taxes. The funding of those notes largely contracted 

the effective currency just as our business wants were immensely in- 
creased by the return of the South to our industrial life; and sub- 
stituted for them a credit system which occasioned the panic of 1873. 
So, too, if the people had been awake to these questions, the act of 
udiation and extortion in 1869 would never have become a law, by 
ich $500,000,000 were in effect taken from them and given to 
the bondholders without consideration; nor the silver swindle of 
1873 and 1874 by which we were deprived of the power to pay our 
1 800 debts in the coin of the contract, the metal of which America 

the t producer; nor the crowning villainy of the act of 1875, 
by which abont ten thousand millions of currency debts were made 
payable in gold, by which the t wealth-producing classes are be- 
ing robbed of their accumulations for the benefit of usurers, and our 
land in the midst of the abundance of God’s bounties filled with 
the cries of hunger and despair. 

Mr. S er, in closing the debate on this bill I wish it to be un- 
de as having no connection with the question Whether the 
system of free banking established by the resumption lawshall stand 
or fall. The third section of that law repealed all the provisions of 
the national-currency act which limited the aggregate k cireula- 
tion to $354,000,000, and which eee for the withdrawal aud 
redistribution of bank currency. The repeal of that third section now, 
will not revive those provisions of limitation, withdrawal, and redis- 
tribution; but will leave the bank system just where it now is, open 
to all in any locality who may choose to establish banks of issue. 
This measure will merely stop the redemption and destruction of 
greenbacks, and the pure and accumulation of coin for that pur- 

When it shall have been disposed of, it will be for Congress to 
etermine whether the sovereign prerogative of furnishing the money 
of the people shall be exercised by the Government alone, or divided 
with private corpora 


re 
wW 


tions. 

Ido not wish to confound two wholly separate questions, one of 
which is before usand the other not; therefore shall not attempt 
in the discussion of this bill to present the reasons which ten years 
ago led me to the conviction that bank issues should be sup 
and the whole paper circulation restored to the nation, to whom its 
advan belong. That issue will undoubtedly be presented by an 
appropriate bill at an early day. 


EFFECTS OF CONTRACTION AND EXPANSION CONTRASTED, 
Mr. Speaker, no greater wrong can be inflicted on a people by 
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government than a contraction of the volume of currency to which 
their values are adjusted, -The prices of commodities, whether land, 
product, or labor, are determined absolutely by the effective vol- 
ume of the currency. An increase of the volume, raises the price 
of all commodities ; but, if not carried ae gore the wants of business, 
does inj to only a comparatively small class, whose wealth or de- 
pendence is chiefly in money securities, fixed rents, annuities, or sala- 
ries. Yet, while it injures them in one way it helps them in another : 
it lightens the burden of taxation, promotes 0 stimulates 
exchanges, inultiplies opportunities for safe and profitable invest- 
ments, and thus indirectly compensates them for the diminution 
of the relative value of their money. Thus, during the war of the 
rebellion, so great were the general benefits from the increased 
volume of the currency, and so many the new opportunities for suc- 
cessful investment, that even the small creditor class suffered little 
by the decrease of the purchasing power of money. 
On the other hand, a contraction of the currency, by diminishing the 
ice of land, labor, and commodities, spreads ruin among the masses. 
t oppresses debtors, by reducing the price of those commodities by 
the sale of which money is raised to pay debts. It in like manner 
lays i burdens on taxpayers. It checks business, 
neither the maker nor the exc’ 3 values can work profitably 
ona falling market; and, by diminishing business, forces wage-people 
into idleness and starvation. 
Hume, in his Essay on Money, says: 
The policy of the trate consists in keeping the m of the nation 
bie still Scatter, bmn by that 1 areg spirit of — — 
and increases the stock of labor, in which consist real power and riches. 
peste viS we find x eet in every kingdom into which money ns to flow in 


greater ndance t: formerly, everything takes a new face: labor and industr 
gain life, the merchant — © manufacturer more dili- 


becomes more enterprising, th 
Cow 2 skillful, and even the farmer follows his ow with greater alacrity and 
a on. 

On the other hand, a nation whose money decreases is actually at that time weaker 
and more le than another nation which possesses no more money but is on 
the hand. The workman has not the same employment from the man- 
ufacturer and merchant; the farmer cannot dispose of his corn and cattle, though 
he must pay the same rent to his landlord. The poverty and beggary which must 
ensue are easily foreseen. 

OUR CURRENCY NOT EXCESSIVE WHEN RESUMPTION LAW WAS ENACTED. 

Mr. L this resumption law found the prices „f land, labor, 
and products in the United States adjusted to a volume of $733,000,000 
of money, exclusive of fractional currency. I do not include silver 
or gold, for they were not then, and are not now, any of the 
actual currency. This volume was not excessive. It was but $17.50 
per capita, including the fractional aida Compare it with the 
money of other nations. As my colleague [ Mr. GARFIELD] objects to 
a comparison with France, take England which has by various esti- 
mates from $27 to $34 per capita, or Germany which has $23 per capita. 
These are small nations com ble only in area with our States ; 
they are covered with net-works of railways and their exchanges are 
swiftly made ; while we are spread over a vast continent, imperfectly 
developed, and our exchanges are comparatively slow. It was the 
deliberate judgment of General Grant’s administration in December, 
1873, as expressed in his message—an opinion concurred in by the 

ublic generally—tbat our currency was then too small for our bus- 

ess in the dullest seasons of the year. 


THE GENERAL PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF THE LAW. 

Now, the immediate evil of this resumption law is that it necessa- 
rily involves a destruction of from one-half to three-fourths of our 
wre money; that the gold with which the paper will be edeemed 
will not go into general circulation, and that therefore the execution 
of the law will result in a reduction of all values in substantially the 
proportion of the contraction of the currency, carrying with it an 
enormous increase of the burdens of debt and taxation, the wide- 
spread ruin of industry, and the pauperization of millions of our people. 

This law was in fact devi 8 money power to double their 
wealth through contraction and the consequent shrinkage of values, 
and at the same time to take from the people all control of the cur- 
rency ; to drive in the circulation of the country banks, and establish 
a dominion of the money er, through a few banks in the large 
cities, over the business and fortunes of the great wealth-producing 
classes and sections. 

THE GREENBACKS REDEEMED MUST BE DESTROYED. 

Under this law every greenback redeemed must be destroyed. My 
colleague [Mr. GARFIELD] says that Mr. Sherman now thinks they 
may be reissued. If so, he has changed front. He intimated most 
distinctly in the Senate, when the resumption bill , that re- 
rerep meant cancellation. But, whatever may his opinion, 
the law stands, and whoever may be Secretary must execute its evi- 
dent 8 Section 3579 of the Revised Statutes, which Mr. Sher- 
— s 1255 dures thay interpret foes naira! a e was in 

orce in when he expressed the o teopinion. It provides 
that “when any United States notes l to the 8 
they may be reissued.” Certainly notes returned that is received 
in payment of public dues—may be reissued. The act of receiving such 
notesis not iption—which is payment of apublic debt, and involves 
extinction of the evidence of the debt unless otherwise expressly pro- 
vided by law. 

But Mr. Sherman’s latest phase of opinion on this question is not 
only unsustained by the law, but actually multiplies the difficulties 


and dangersof resumption. It compels redemption in gold not only 
once but over and over again, and requires the Treasury to be the 
paren supplier of gold to all who need it; while it puts in the 

nds of the Secretary the power to expand or contract the currency 
by reissning or hoarding greenbacks at his discretion. 

Mr. Bristow when Secretary of the Treasury declared the purpose 
and effect of the law in his report for December, 1875, saying, “ the 
faith of the Government now stands pledged to the final redemption 
and removal from the cw of the country of the legal-tender notes 
as fast as they shall be presented for redemption.” Mr. Morrill, his 
successor, reiterated it in his report in 1876, saying that the law “ de- 
clared in effect a monetary system composed of coin and national-bank 
notes redeemable in coin.” The Treasury Department has declared 
it every month by the destruction of fractional currency redeemed 
under the same language of the same law. The act itself declares 
it by providing for the “redemption” of fractional currency “until 
the whole amount outstanding shall be redeemed ;” and b. provis 
that logal ienders shall be redeemed before January 1, 1879, “unti 
there shail be outstanding $300,000,000 of such legal-tender notes 
and no more”—both these provisions plainly showing that “ redemp- 
tion” means final extinction and removal from the currency of the 
country. 3 
VOLUME OF REDEEMABLE PAPER DEPENDENT OX AMOUNT OF COIN IN THE COUNTRY. 

Mr, Speaker, no nation ever maintained a redeemable paper cur- 
rency equal to the volume of coin in the country. France with 
$1,200,000,000 in coin according to the estimate of Victor Bonnet, 
and $1,600,000,000 according to Mr. Carey, has not yet felt able to 
resume specie payments on $491,000,000 of paper. England with 
$700,000,000 of coin can only maintain a redeemable paper currency 
of about two hundred and sixty millions. Before war, we had 
two hundred and eighty-five millions of coin in the United States, 
and our banks never had a paper circulation in excess of two hun- 
dred and fifteen millions. Ihe reason is obvious: when coin becomes 
actually current, two-thirds of its volume, at least, is absorbed by the 
people or hoarded as reserves by banks of deposit only: and it is not 
possible for banks of issue or the Government to get control of over 
one-third or a fourth of the coin in the country as a redemption fund. 
Thus, before the war, the banks never held to exceed eighty-three 
millions of the two hundred and eighty-five millions of coin in the 
country. The British banks hold about one hundred and thirty mill- 
ions of the seven hundred millions in Great Britain, and the Bank of 
France holds four hundred and forty-three millions of the twelve 
hundred to sixteen hundred millions of coin in France. 

Hence, if our own experience and that of other nations are to guide 
us to anent resumption, we must increase onr coin, or ent down 
our paper, or both, until the amount of coin in the country shall far 
exceed the amountof paper money. It should exceed it about three- 
fold to make resumption as safe as in England or France; and should 
exceed it one-third to get back to the merely spasmodic resumption 
we had the war. 

OUR COIN SUPPLY. 

Now, what is our present supply of coin and bullion? I have had 
a number of estimates made for me, by persons who have the means 
of information attainable, the average of which places the amount 
of coin and bullion at one hundred and fifty millions of gold and ten 
millions of silver, exclusive of subsidiary coin. That is, we have 
one hundred and sixty-millions of gold and silver coin and bullion 
in the Treasury, the banks, and among the people. 

But we had two hundred and eighty-five millions of gold and silver 
coin and bullion in 1860, and in the seventeen years since we have 
produced from our mines one thousand and seven millions of gold 
and two hundred and fifty-five millions of silver; about half of 
which, or six hundred and thirty-one millions, have gone into coinage. 
What has become of this vast sum of coin ? 

OUR FOREIGN DEBT AND EXPENSES—THEIR RELATION TO RESUMPTION. 

It has flowed abroad to pay our debts. Much more than half of 
our national debt is owned in Europe. The interest on our national 
bonds held abroad is exceeded by the coin interest on State, city, 
railway, and other American securities held there; so that the 
gate coin interest annually due from the people of the United States 
to Europe is estimated at from one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
millions of dollars. Add to this from forty to fifty millions per year 
8 for foreign shipping, and a sum equally great for expenses of 

oreign travel, and we have an aggregate annual drain of from one 
hun and eighty to two hundred and fifty millions of dollars in 
payment of debts and expenditures abroad. 

How have we paid this enormous annual foreign demand? 

First, by the shipment of coin and bullion. From 1860 to 1876, both 
inclusive, we shipped abroad one thousand and fourteen millions of 
gold and silver more than we imported, being an average of over fifty- 
six millions a year. The balance of the foreign demand u us we 
have paid in part by an occasional balance of trade in our favor; but 
always, in whole or in part, by selling more bonds abroad, thus each 

ear increasing the annual drain of the precious metals and making 
it more impossible for us to get or keep any large sum of coin in our 


country. 
1 do not ignore the consideration that our disuse of gold and silver 


as money would of itself have caused them to flow abroad. But I 
claim that our foreign debts and expenditures make the drain im- 
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rative, whether we do or do not use the coin as a foundation for a 
ome currency, Our great specie uct of the past seventeen years 
has become the property of creditor nations who have built their 
business on it. We can neither bring it back, nor hold future accu- 
mulations here, by creating a demand for it at home, be it ever so 
imperative ; for with nations, as with individuals, “the borrower is 
servant to the lender.” No nation greatly in debt abroad ever did, 
or can, have a redeemable paper currency for domestic business. 
Russia, Austria, and Italy, who are like us greatly in debt abroad, 
are also like us compelled to forego specie payments. 


OUR FOREIGN TRADE—ITS RELATION TO RESUMPTION. 


But my colleague [Mr. GARFIELD] says in effect that this bad con- 
dition is all changed now, and resumption made easy by our favorable 
balance of trade. So far from the balance of trade helping us to 
coin, the report of the Bureau of Statistics of August 21, 1877, shows 
that we shipped abroad for the year ending June 30, 1575, seventy- 
two millions of coin and bullion more than we received; in 1876 forty- 
one millions, and in 1877 sixteen millions. So that, notwithstanding 
the unexampled balance of trade in our favor, and our great effort 
to accumulate gold for resumption, we have in the past three years 

rted one hundred and twenty-nine millions more of coin and 
bullion than we have received from abroad. How, then, has the bal- 
ance of trade helped resumption ? 

Mr. Speaker, this vast and increasing drain of the precious metals 
makes a maintenance of es payments absolutely im ble on 
one-third of our present volume of paper currency. Until the finan- 
cial policy which has taken our debt from our own people to send 
it abroad shall be wholly reversed, and the debt is held at home; until 
the usury which forbids vessels built here, where money costs 10 per 
cent., from competing with those built on the Clyde, where nee | 
costs but 3, shall have been abated by a money policy which s 
give money and moneyed securities a less exorbitant interest; we can 
no more arrest this outgoing drain of the precious metals than we can 
stop the waters warmed by an American sun in the Gulf from flowing 
to fave and enrich the British Isles. 

PREPARATION FOR RESUMPTION. 


The administration has had in its hands for three years past the 
whole credit resources of our nation for the purchase of coin where- 
with to prepare for resumption. It has m authorized to sell 
bonds bearing 4, 44, and 5 per cent. interest. Three-fourths of the 
time allotted for preparation has already elapsed. The Secretaries of 
the Treasury have exerted themselves to the utmost to accumulate 
gold. The national banks have no doubt been fairly diligent in 

etting and hoarding it. The problem before the Treasury and the 
E ties been to get gold enough to keep seven hundred and thirty- 
three millions of paper afloat, or to take up the paper with gold and 
destroy it. How successful have they been? - 

We find from a report of the Secretary of the Treasury made to 
this House last Thursday that the United States had succeeded in 
obtaining to October 31, 1877, but $57,436,071 of gold, from which is 
to be ucted, however, accruing interest, geste | at that date 
to $24,840, leaving but 978 of gold applicable to resump- 
tion. Whether any of that small sum is what Jim Fisk wonld have 
called “phantom gold”—say subscriptions bythe national banks for 
bonds payable in gold, but not yet 3 not distinctly appear. 
In addition to the thirty-two and a half millions in the Treasury, the 
national banks hold $19,948,407 of silver and gold combined. How 
much of this is silver and how mach gold does not appear from the 
bank statement. No doubt the chief part is subsidiary silver coin, 
which is of no use for resumption. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If the earner will allow me, I would say 
that, according to the last statement of the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency—that for November—there are but five millions of gold coin in 
the national banks, the other specie in the banks being in silver and 
United States gold certificates. 

Mr. EWING. After nearly three years of preparation, what have 
weaccomplished? We have effected a net destruction of over seventy- 
five millions of greenbacks and bank notes combined; but have ac- 
cumulated in the banks and the Treasury less than fifty millions of 
gold and ten millions of silver applicable to Secret dae Here we 
are, then, with resumption day not fourteen months distant, with 
not one-fifteenth of the amount of gold and silver indispensable to 
float six hundred and fifty-eight millions of paper money now out- 
standing—with no stock of the precions metals in the United States 
to draw from—with the outgoing drain still kept up—with our foreign 


creditors and the great banks of Europe determined to prevent the 
2 of gold to America; holding in effect a mort on every 
dol the petty 


ar of the coined product of our mines; and able to 
accumulations in our or the banks at will by simply demand- 
Spon payment of the interest on our public and private securities, 
or by sending them home for sale. Under these conditions, how ut- 
tny futile it is to hope that we can maintain resumption without the 
Re t CS of much the greater part of the present currency of 

e country 3 

If we were wholly out of debt to Europe, if our foreign commerce 
floated under our own flag, if there were no system of absentecism 
among our wealthy 9 expending their wealth abroad, resump- 
tion in gold, or even in gold and silver, would be impossible on our 
-present volume of paper currency for many years to come. In the 


proportion of coin in England to redeemable paper money, it would 
require about eighteen hundred millions in our country to maintain 
resumption on the six hundred and pen ay millions of paper money 
outstanding. In the proportion of France's payor money to her coin, 
we would require an accumulation of sixteen hundred millions. Take 
even the proportion of coin in our country in 1850 to the highest 
volume of paper money then in circulation and nominally redeema- 
ble, and it would require nearly nine hundred millions of coin to float 
our present paper money. 

How can we accumulate such a vast sum of gold? The coined 
pes of our mines, if it were all retained here, would not yield it 

n forty years. If we were free from debt to-day and were to offer 
6 per cent. bonds in the markets of Europe in exchange for gold, 
we could not get à hundred millions. Recollect, sir, that England, 
France, and Germany, never suffer a shipment of gold from their 
shores, if by ny arti ce or power they can prevent it. All the vast 
sales of bonds abroad for fifteen years past have brought us nothing 
but our own securities or merchandise. England refused to pay the 
Geneva award of fifteen and a half millions in gold, but paid it in 
securities. An export of ten to fifteen millions of 1 78 7 will always 
produce a panic there. It is the base of the pyramid of currency and 
credits in every specie-paying country, and withdrawal of any 
part of the base shakes the industrial fabric resting on it. Hence 
every monarch of Europe guards his country’s gold as he does his 
crown or scepter. 

RESUMPTION NECESSARILY INVOLVES IMMENSE CONTRACTION OF THE CURRENCY. 

Hence resumption can only be maintained by the destruction of the 
greater part of the present paper currency. To accomplish that pur- 
pose the means provided in the law are probably adequate. Mr. Sher- 
man says they are. He ought to know. His plan probably will bo 
to limit the amount of redemption per day to, say, two millions; to 
require all the ubacks to be presented through a chosen syndicate 
which can pay him two millions of gold per day for 5 per cent. bonds, 
and present two millions of greenbacks per day and receive the gold 
back. It could probably be managed so that most of the gold thus 
used would be merely diverted from European and American money- 
markets long enough to flow through the Treasury and back to the 
same markets, causing comparatively little disturbance, and accom- 
plishing in effect merely a funding of most of the greenbacks into 
gold-bearing bonds. 

My colleague [Mr. GARFIELD] says the people will not want 
the gold when nbacks are at par. True, the masses will not. 
They never have wanted it in preference to nbacks, which they 
always have ed as being, in the language of President Grant’s 
message in 1873, “the best paper money they ever had.” But the 
Konia generally will have no more to do or say as to the redemption 
and cancellation of their currency than they have had with the finance 
policy of the Government for the twelve years ; than they had 
with the establishment of the national-bank system; or the funding 
of the $1,200,000,000 of interest-bearing Treas notes; or the pass- 
age of the infamous act of 1869; or the rascally sleight of hand by 
which silver was demonetized; or the enactment of that sum of finan- 
cial villainies—the resumption law. The national banks, the im- 
porters, the gold rings in New York, the desperadoes of Wall street, 
the money kings of Europe to whom we are financially enslaved, they 
will present the greenbacks for redemption and destruction as fast as 
the gold can be paid over the counters of the Treasury. 

But we are assured there will be little more contraction, because 
gold will take the place of the redeemed greenbacks in the business 
of the country. That is a most fallacious conjecture. The dearth of 
gold here, the present large demand for it, the immeasurably in- 
creased demand arising from the fact that considerably more than 
two thousand millions of national, savings, and other bank deposits 
will then be payable in gold; that seven or eight billions of other 
debts, corporate and private, and seven hundred and fifty millions of 
annual taxes, now payable in currency, will then be oe only in 
gold; that every banking institution in the land will be at the mercy 
of the millionaire gamblers who may hoard it to burst the banks and 
place the business of the country at their feet, will create a general 
scramble for coin which will keep every dollar of it out of general 
circulation, 

RESUMPTION INVOLVES RETIREMENT OF A LARGE PART OF THE BANK CURRENCY. 

After our currency shall have been contracted over a half by 
destruction of the greenbacks, the bank circulation must also be 
largely reduced to maintain resumption. The national banks, since 
the resumption law was enacted, have made a net reduction of forty- 
eight millions of their circulation. Whatever other causes may have 
led to it, the obvious impracticability of * even the pres- 
ent volume of bank currrency redeemable in gold was the main 
cause. Over three hundred national banks have already surrendered 
their circulation in whole or in part. They are chiefly the banks of 
the country districts, that know erke well that it will be impos- 
sible for any banks to maintain theircirculation except those situated 
in the great yo heared centers, where whatever of gold may remain in 
the country will accumulate, and where alone redemption will be 
practicable, 

OUR BUSINESS DISTRESS IS THE RESULT OF CONTRACTION. 
The destruction of over seventy-five millions of greenbacks and 


| national-bank notes under the operation of the resumption law has 
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of itself caused much of the business distress we have witnessed ; but 
the obviously impending destruction of more than half that is left is 
the storm-cloud which covers our heavens and fills all communities 
with alarm. 

Sir, the assertion that the distresses that our country is now under- 

ing are due to the large volume of currency, and to the wastes of 
the war, is contradicted by our experience, and by the parallel expe- 
rience of England’s twenty years of continental war and irredeema- 
ble paper money. British industry was greatly wasted by that pro- 
OA S war, but the loss was more than made up by the industrial 
prosperity which attended her full, stable, bnt irredeemable paper 
currency. It was in that season that she established her manufact- 
uring and commercial supremacy over the world. Every sea was 
whitened with her commerce; every market filled with her wares. 
Napoleon said in his exile at St. Helena, Great Britain conquered me 
with her spindles ”—with spindles kept in motion by a prosperity due 
to the fact that she had during that period of suspension a fuller, 
better, and more stable currency than any which can be built on the 
quicksands of gold and silver. 

So we had, during the rebellion and for some time afterward, a full 
and satisfactory currency which stimulated industry, and compen- 
sated to a large extent for the ravages of war. If the distress which 
now afflicts our country were due to the increased volume of poe 
money, how is it that during the period of the fullest currency k- 
8 were almost unknown? How is it that that period, though 
marked by extremely heavy taxation, was one of comparatively little 


accumulation of municipal or private debt? 
Mr. Speaker, the records of commercial failures in the United States 
indisputably show that business distress was least when the currency 


was fullest, and that the contraction of the currency, by funding legal- 
tender interest notes, arrested p ity and caused an enormous in- 
crease of bankruptcies throughout the nation. In place of this currency 
withdrawn, was substituted a mountain of debt which toppled over in 
the panic of 1873. But in the year following the panic those records 
show, and our recollections attest, that the ness of the country 
revived. The return of prosperity was stopped by this resumption 
law, which was an emphatic warning to moneyed men to withdraw.or 
withhold their money from all industrial pursuits, and to hoard it in 
anticipation of a contraction and shrinkage of values unparalleled in 
our history. Had our home debt and our currency been let alone, 
the prosperity that accompanied and followed the war would no 
doubt have continued, prices would have gradually settled toa salutary 
level through a relative shrinkage of the currency resulting from the 
extension of business, and we would have been to-day richer, freer 
from debt, and far, far nearer a practicable resumption than now. 

My colleague [Mr. GARFIELD] attempts to prove that our present 
disasters are the result of the increase of the currency during the war, 
by citing the hard times from 1837 to 1842 and from 1857 to 1859 as 
instances of the evils of redundant currency. Sir, the volume of eur- 
rency was no larger at those periods than it was in 1860, which has 
been cited by the gentleman as the most solidly prosperous year in 
our history. Those panics were caused by the fact t the specie 
reserves of the banks were necessarily small, and that to accommo- 
date the business of the country they issued more paper than the 
could get coin to redeem with, and therefore specie payments col- 
lapsed. To get back to redemption, the-banks were compelled by 
their charters to do, just what the resumption law now compels the 

and the national banks to do, that is, contract their paper 

to the little measure compatible with coin redemption. That con- 
traction, and that alone, caused the business distress which charac- 
terized the years following those panics. 


EQUALIZATION IS NOT RESUMPTION. 


But my colleagues | Messrs. GARFIELD and Monror] tell us that 
greenbacks are within 2} per cent.of gold, and by the Ist of January, 
1879, we will glide into resumption as a ship is launched from the 
stocks. Sir, that is the same jack-o’-lantern which beguiled the 
British people into the bog of resumption in 1819. Ricardo and 
other oracles assured the people that, as gold was at but 4 per cent. 
premium, resumption was an easy step, and that the fall of values 
caused by resumption would not exceed the 4 per cent. premium then 
existing on gold. Their assurances were credited, the law was passed, 
and the sh of the currency and the fall of values which fol- 
lowed exceeded ten-fold the predictions of these oracles of finance. 
This theory, which Ricardo himself su nently admitted to be fal- 
lacious, is referred to now by the resumptſonists with as much assur- 
ance as if it were a demonstrated maxim of finance, The fact is, 
the premium on gold is no measure whatever of the extent of con- 
traction necessary to resumption. i 

Equalization is not resumption, Equalization can occur without dis- 
turbance of the volume of the currency or of domestic business, for 
it leavesall who want gold to exchange greenbacks forit in the mar- 
ket. n involves redemption and destruction of the home 
eurrency to the extent of the demand for gold, regardless of the disas- 
ters to business attending such destruction. 

The reduction of bu premian on gold is due to causes which may 
cease or be counteracted at any time. The depression of industries 
in Germany through contraction by silver demonetization; and in 
England through a falling off of exports to the United States, and 
through the cheapening oi silver, which has enabled the residents of 


British India to manufacture goods there at less cost than they can 
be manufactured in England, (thus cutting off her greatest market,) 
has tended te lessen the demand for gold in Europe, while the de- 
crease of our own imports has lessened demand for it at home. 
Hence its fall in price in our markets. 

A revival of commercial prosperity in those nations, increasing the 
export demand for our gold; a money panic abroad; a large crop in 
England next year; a short crop here; or even the termination of 
the European war, opening the Dardanelles for export of Russian 
wheat, may turn the balance of trade against us and send gold up 
to 10 or 20 percent. premium before renee day. Any one of these 
incidents, after resumption, would probably drain the little accumu- 
lations from the Treasury and the banks, and throw them into in- 
solvency. i f 

_. WITH SILVER REMONETIZED RESUMPTION STILL IMPRACTICABLE. 

But we are told that silver will be remonetized, and then resump- 
tion will be practicable without further contraction. That, in my 
judgment, is anegregiouserror. The total supply of silver coin and ` 

ullion in the United States, exclusive of subsidiary coin, is stated 

on excellent authority not to exceed from five to ten millions of 
dollars. There is no great stock of silver in the world on which 
we may draw for the enormous sum needed as an auxiliary to resump- 
tion; the only large accumulation being the demonetized coin of Ger- 
many, which does not exceed $80,000, Remonetization by us will 
strengthen the already strong tendency in Germany to restore its sil- 
ver, and will go far to remove the restrictions on that coinage in 
France, Italy, Spain, and the other states of the Latin Union. Mints 
have been established to coin it in Japan and India, and are about to 
be established in China with a view.to the substitution of silver for 
copper in the domestic business of those countries, which is vast enou 

to absorb all the silver of the world. If our paper currency should 

contracted no further, and if every contingency were to result in our 
favor, we could not possibly accumulate in the next twenty years 
enough of the precious metals to maintain even the sham redemption 
we had before the war. The only alternatives, therefore, are an indefi- 
nite postponement of resumption, orcontraction of the volnme of paper 
money to less than the attainable supply of coin, say $200,000,000. 


FALL OF VALUES CAUSED BY CONTRACTION. 
Mr. Speaker, there is no law of political economy more universally 
ized than that the reduction of the effective volume of a cur- 
rency by which the values of a country are measured, causes a ratable 
reduction of all values of land, labor, and product. It was strikingly 
illustrated in the history of the British resumption law. When that act 
had been in force three eoan and resumption day was but a year dis- 
tant, Mr. Atkins showed on the floor of the House of Commons—and 
ere 5 confirms his statement that the eee of 
the aper per cent. as a necessary preparation for resum 
tion sean 23 equally great reduction of all values on the island. 

T think it safe to say that the combined effect of withdrawal of 
over seventy-five millions of the paper currency under the resump- 
tion law, and the hoarding caused by the threat of resumption, have 
together reduced its effective volume at least one-third, resulting in 
an average fall of values in like proportion. 

EFFECT ON DEBTORS, TAX-PAYERS, AND WAGE-PEOPLE, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what is the extent of injury thus inflicted ? 
How have tax-payers suffered? We pay more taxes each year than 
the aggregate volume of our currency—seven hundred and fifty 
millions—for the support of national, State, and local governments. 
That is, a tax of $17.50 per head for every man, woman, and child in 
the United States—an enormons burden, far surpassing any borne by 
not people on éarth. The British pay $11.09 per ; the French, 
$11.41; the Germans, $9.24; the Austrians, 87. 22. This burden is insup- 
Borten unless industries prosper. The resumption law has broken 

own industries and reduced one-third the average values of land 
labor, and products, by the sale of which alone taxes are paid, an 
in effect has thus increased the tax burden 50 per cent. The burden 
has thus been made, in heavily taxed communities, absolutely insup- 
portable Several great States, and many counties and cities, have 
already sought relief in repudiation. Continue that process of reduc- 
tion of values, bring them down much more, as will inevitably be done 
if this law be not repealed, and one-half of the corporate and munici- 
pal debts in the United States will be repudiated. The greed of the 
money power, in thus seeking to enhance so enormously the value of 
the dollar, is gon equaled by its arogant and dogged stupidity. 

Consider, Mr. Speaker, the wrong done to individual debtors by 
this contrived Sariana of values. The aggregate of private debts 
in the United States, including railway mo: „is probably not 
less than seven and one-half billions of dollars, or three and one-half 
times the sum of our national debt. They are owed generally by the 

oung, energetic, driving business men of the conntry, who are seek- 

g to rise from poverty to competence, or from competence to wealth. 
They comprise two-thirds of the merchants, manufacturers, and ex- 
changers of values, and give employment to two-thirds of the wage- 
men of the country. This law breaks down their business, strips 
them of their property, and casts out of employment millions of 
laborers dependent on them. 

Above all, Mr, Speaker, consider the effect of the shrinkage of val- 
ues on wage-laborers and their familics; on the millions who are 
compelled to eat up in idleness the little accumulations of thritty 
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industry; on the millions who haye no accumulations, but rely only 
on daily labor for daily bread, and who are now unemployed, or half 
employed, or nungoa pauper wages. The president of the Spring- 
field and 3 ilway Company, Mr. Emmett, who is struggling 
to construct a railway across Southern Ohio, told me recent, he 
had plenty of laborers offering to build his road without other com- 
pensation than enough bread and meat to poep the poor machines of 
their bodiesin working order—asking nothing for clothes, nothing for 
wives or children, nothing to lay up in store for winter—and this too 
in the midst of bounteous harvests, in a region one of the fairest ever 
fashioned by the Almighty for the abode of man— 

O God! that bread should be so dear, 

And flesh and blood so cheap | 


1 4 
he SPE R. The hour of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. I withdraw the objection I made a while ago 
to the extension of the time of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I now renew my request for unanimous consent 
that the time of my colleague be extended indefinitely. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio asks unanimons con- 


sent that the time of his col e be extended indefinitely. Is there 
objection ? [After a e Chair hears none. 
r. CH NDEN. I must object to that peremptorily, unless the 


same time is given to the other side. 
The SP R. The Chair thinks the gentleman frem New York 


rose too late to object. 

Mr. STIEN DEN. LEE was 2 Sones es is * N of 
very grea rtance. But e gentleman agree ve five 
— 1 9 5 for every ten he occupies, I will withdraw my pe Ad kg 


5 5 SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman’s objection came 


late, 
Mr. CHITTENDEN. If the Chair decides that my objection comes 
too late, then of course it falls. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will endeavor to get for the gentleman 
from New York all the time he personally desires. 
Mr. EWING. I thank my colleague [Mr. GARFIELD] for his 


courtesy. 
Suppose 


ESTIMATE OF INJURIES THUS FAR INFLICTED. 
Mr. Speaker, that resumption were attainable without 
further fali of values and rae yee of industries, and that after Jan- 
uary 1, 1879, prosperity should promptly return. us make arough 
estimate of the cost of resumption. It will have cost the people at 
large, throngh the enforced idleness of factories, an enormous sum, 
probably surpassing several times the te of our national debt. 

The debtor class, instead of paying seven billions, which they owe, 
would have to pay one-half more by the shrinkage of former values ; 
that is, the enormous sum of about three and uarters billions 
of dollars would be wrongfully taken from them, so far as they have 
power to pay it, and given to the creditor class, without consid- 
eration and in violation of the spirit of the contracts. 

The census of 1870 indicates t there are not less than ten mill- 


at a daily av of three millions of days’ labor; and, putting wages 
at an ave: of a dollar a day, the loss, from want of employment 
alone, will have been nine hundred millions a year for about three 


The loss to yers in depreciation of property with which taxes 
are paid, while the sum of taxes remains the same, would be three 
hun and millions a year, or over a thousand millions in the 
three years; and the increase of bonded debt in purchase of gold and 
silver to pay and cancel the greenback and fractional currency, will 
be four hundred and sixteen millions more. Thus, under the specious 
pretext that national honor requires us to add 10 per cent. to the 
value of three hundred and fifty-four millions of greenbacks, the 
contrivers of this scheme will have wrested from the people many 
times the sum of our vast national debt, 7 


FURTHER AND GREATER DISASTERS TO FOLLOW. 9 
But the shrinkage of the currency and of all values cannot stop 
here, if the resumption scheme be not arrested. The entire indus- 
trial system of this country has been pushed to the verge of de- 
struction, Savings banks and insurance conrpanies are now failing 
everywhere through 1 Dance of real estate mort; to them. 
Yet my colleague [Mr. GARFIELD] appeals to us, in name of the 
workingmen whose means are in these failing companies, to adhere 
to the policy of contraction, which involves the loss of their sayings 
in addition to loss of employment. There is not a savings or other 
bank in the United States which can possibly prepare for resumption 
by sanuaty ty 1879. All the banks owe, by the estimate of the Com 
troller of the Currency, abont nineteen hundred and seventy-four mill- 
ions to depositors, which will be payable in effect in gold on that day, 
in addition to three hundred and seventeen millions of bank-notes. 
Those institutions have not to-day one million of gold for each two hun- 
dred millions payable fourteen months hence. hen they shall have 
drifted on a few months longer, their helpless condition will become 
generally understood, and a panic will ensne which will involve the 
Whole banking system and with it the entire industries of the country, 


to be followed by an enormous increase of suffering amane, wage- 
people and by civil commotions, riots, and disasters which w. shala 
the firm foundations of order and property. 

Mr. Speaker, this is no phantom of the imagination, but a predic- 
tion of fact founded on the necessary effects of the law in the situ- 
ation in which we are, as illustrated by the experience of England in 
her fatal scheme of forced resumption, 

Our legislators slavishly borrowed this scheme from British statute- 
books, while shutting their eyes to every lesson its history taught 
the world. They are blind to the fact that, while resumption was 
possible in England, it is wholly impossible here. When she at- 
tempted resumption the Paper money to which her values were ad- 
justed was about $232,000,000 ; ours, seven hundred and thirty-three 
millions. She had far more gold in the country than we have. All 
the world owed her; we owe all the world. e precious metals 
flowed to her from every land; they flow out from us at every port. 
With her small volume of paper money, her comparativel 5 
accumulation of coin, her supreme command as the creditor, the mer- 
chant, and manufacturer of the world, resumption might well have 
seemed practicable to herstatesmen. With our large volume of paper 
money, our petty and diminishing su ply of coin, in our helpless situ- 
ation as the financial slave of the world, unable either to get or keep 
coin as the foundation of a redeemable paper currency, the attempt at 
forced resumption is theory or craft ran mad. ; 

England carried through the scheme of her theorists and usurers, 
perippos her laboring class of their homes and little accumulations, 
robbed debtors of their property, and suppressed with slaughter the 
cries of her starving wage-men. Our theorists and usurers have a far 
more gigantic job on hand. Its monstrous immorality and injustice are 
understood by the people, who will not submit to be robbed and en- 
slaved by it. The alliances of workin, every where—their action 
in the late elections—the civil commotions of last spring—are but por- 
tents of a comingstorm. Look at the multitudes in the streets of our 
cities fast being driven by hunger to despair! I saw hundreds last 
summer clubbed by policemen out of te parka in New York at nignt— 
homeless, starving worki , who me there to find a resting 
place on the under a pitying sky. I warn you, this scheme has 

n pushed just as far as it can go. Stop! or the spoliation of the 
masses, accomplished and still threatened, may arouse an avenging 
spirit which will not be content with merely righting wrongs. 


WHAT WILL BE GAINED BY RESUMPTION! 


Mr. Speaker, what are we to gain by this resumption scheme to 
compensate for the enormous ties it has inflicted and will yet 
inflict? The answer is, “ We will get a better and more stable cur- 
rency redeemable in gold and silver, and shall then have a sound and 
lasting prosperity.” Sir, I deny it, and confidently assert that we 
will get no currency at all comparable to that we have had for ten 


ears past. 

7 The most that can be said of it is that it will be in some respects a 
better and in others a worse currency than we had before the war. 
It will be better than then, because the State-bank money had not 
uniform security or value. It will be a worse currency in Sais, that 
before the war we were comparatively out of debt abroad, and. had 
more coin in the country and greater power to hold it than we can 
have for many years to come ; and because the enormous ion 
of money and of money securities since then has created money kings 
and wreckers, who own and control the great banks and can contract 
and po gry bank issues, make hard times and good times at pleasure, 
and rob the people at every change of values. 

Imagine us back to an exclusive bank paper redeemable in coin. 
Let us view the inverted pyramid! We see $3 of bank paper built 
on each dollar of coin in the vaults and $3 of deposits on top of each 
dollar of paper, making $12 of paper and deposits, largely payable 
on demand, resting only on $1 of coin, Then suppose any year an 
abundant crop of cereals in Europe, and a consequent diminished ex- 
port of grain from the United States, necessarily followed by in- 

coin shipments. The withdrawal of twenty-five millions of 
coin from the banks would involve a contraction of seventy-five mill- 
ions of paper, taking the foundation from under two hundred and 
twenty-five millions of deposits—bringing on inevitably a general 
panic, just as the withdrawal from our banks in 1857 of seven mill- 
ions of coin for shipment abroad caused the crash of that year. A 
war between any two great nations; a commercial crisis in any one of 
them; a combination of a half dozen of our largest creditors in Lon- 
don or the Netherlands; a combination of two or three great specu- 
lators at home; any one of a dozen incidents may occur in any month 
after resumption, causing the withdrawal from the banks for ship- 
ment ab , or for making a corner at home, of coin enough to cause 
a disastrous ic. 

The British have pomething spErosching honest coin redemption, 
for there can only be $45,000,000 of bank paper in excess of coin in 
the vaults of the Bank of England; yet, there, with near seven hun- 
dred millions of coin in the country, “ the export of ten to fifteen mil- 
lions of coin,” says Mr. Patterson in his Science of Finance, “ will pro- 
duce a serious commercial crisis.” 

In the United States we have never had, and for many years cannot 
have, sufficient coin attainable by the banks to establish an honest 
redemption of one-third of the paper money which the necessities of 
business imperatively demand. Before the war the deposits but little 
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exceeded the bank paper, while now they are three times the sum of 
our whole volume of paper currency, being near two thousand mill- 
ions; yet then we had redemption only when coin was not generally 
wanted, but when the banks were called on for it tlie fact that $1 of 
coin will not redeem $3 of paper and $9 of deposits always threw them 
into insolvency. The system would have been ajugyle if it were not 
a transparent lie. It is to get back to something even worse than this 
old system of insidious swindling that the American people are now 
ing the tortures of the damned. 


undergo: 
NATIONAL HONOR. 


But the gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] declares 
with great vehemence that the greenback was originally merely a 
debt payable on a day not named; that the resumption law made it 
payable January 1, 1879; and that to repeal that law, and change 
the day of payment so fixed, is downright repudiation. Mr. Speaker, 
if the gentleman’s statement be true that the backs were pay- 
able on a day not named, then they were payable on demand. Then 
the resumption act postponing payment four years was an act of re- 
pudiation, and to now repeal that act is to restore as far as possible 
the original contract. Hence, by his own logic, he was a patriot 
when he voted inst the resumption law in 1875, and is now a re- 
pudiator in sust ong it. 

My coll e [Mr. GARFIELD] says the greenback was a forced loan. 
Ideny it. It was issued as money; and solely because the people had 
not enough coin or other safe currency with which to prosecute the 
business of the war. I care not for the form of the contract, but for 
its meaning; not for the letter, but the spirit. It was and is only a 
pledge by the whole people to each successive holder that it shall be 
money ; the money of the Constitution and law; the money of taxes, 
judgments, and contracts, in the transactions of domestic business; 
and that the function of money shall inhere in it until considera- 
tions of public interest alone require its redemption in coin. 

A favorite scheme of the bullionists—those guardians of national 
honor—recommended F by Grant’s administration and the 
leading resumptionists of this House, has been and is to break this 
pledge of national faith by destroying the legal-tender character of 
the greenbacks in the — 50 of the people. They and they only are 
tho repudiators; while those advocating the retention of the money 
with all its faculties unimpaired, respect alike the obligations o 
national honor incurred in its issue and the considerations of national 
interest which demand its retention as the safest and best possible 
currency, 

Sir, the resumption law was a trick and a fraud; hatched in the 
dark; ita real purpose and effect concealed from all but the initiated 
in the mystery of money; and put through Congress without expla- 
nation or debate, because its authors well knew that the people 
would never consent to increase the bonded debt or destroy the green- 
back, and that if the etfect of the bill had been known it would have 
been instantly strangled on this floor. 

That law is itself a repudiation of the compact by which the green- 
back became the measure of all contracts in the myriad transactions 
of domestic business. It sought to destroy the greenback and to in- 
crease by stealth the values of $10,000,000,000 of contracts, public and 
private, measured byit. To repeal that law, and thus restore as far as 
possible the just measure of those contracts, is demanded alike by the 
poopie to whom the greenbacks belong and by every consideration of 

terest and honor. 

If a repeal of this law be repudiation, as the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] so loudly 5 are the hapless suf- 
ferers? Not the people at la for they hold the money to-day and 
pay it out to-morrow, and a change in its purchasing power is not 
so instantaneous as to affect hand to hand transactions. Is it the 
few men who have boarded greenbacks on the pledge of the law? 
They diverted the money from the uses for which it was issued and 
have already made exorbitant profit by it. Is it not enough for them 
that $6 in nbacks will now buy ten dollars’ worth of labor or 
property? Does justice or honor demand that we give the hoarders 
of one or two hundred millions of greenbacks the power to double or 
treble their wealth by purchasing the people’s labor and property at 
mere nominal prices, and that to accomplish this the industries, the 
property, the happiness of the masses shall be sacrificed ? 

No, sir! no publie debt, however clear or obligatory, would justify 
a sacrifice so stupendous. In the language of Edmund Burke— 

Ir 18 TO THE PROPERTY OF THE CITIZEN, AND NOT TO THE DEMAND OF THE 
CREDITOR OF THE STATE, THAT TUE ORIGINAL FAITH OF SOCIETY ISFLEDGED. THE 


CLAIM OF THE CITIZEN 18 PRIOR IN TIME, PARAMOUNT IN TITLE, BUPERION IN 
EQUITY. 


It would be abusing the indulgence of the House were I to attempt 
any further discussion of this subject, although I have not got through 
all I intended to say. [Cries of “Go on!“ 

r. SPEAKER. The gentleman has twenty minutes of his time 
remaining. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Perhaps it would be agreeable to the gentleman if 
a motion to adjourn should be made. 

Mr. EWING. Oh, no; I hope my friend from Pennsylvania will 
not make that motion. : 

Mr. FORT. If the gentleman will yield for a motion to adjourn I 
will make it. 

Mr. EWING. I hope the gentleman from Ilinois will not. 


Mr. FORT. 1 thought the gentleman might prefer to close his 
remarks to-morrow. 

Mr. EWING. Ihave but a word further to say and I will then yield 
315 Torr. of my second hour to the gentleman from Illinois, 

. Fort. 

I have not attempted, Mr. Speaker, saipa to all the arguments on 
the other side, or to sound a tenth part of the depths and shoals of 
this subject, which is as boundless as the sea. No greater question 
was ever presented to an American Congress for its action. It touches 
the prosperity, the happiness, the future, of three-fourths of the men, 
women, and children of this land. Countless homes have already 
been desolated by this robber law. Thousands of men have been 
driven by it to insanity or suicide. Hundreds cf thousands have 
been cast down from competence to poverty. Millions have been de- 
privod of that employment for their labor on which rest the hope and 

ependence of their families. It is now too lato to right these 
wrongs, but greater evils may be averted from the most of these vic- 
tims, and from millions more, by the prompt action of Congress and 
the President. 

Ido not appeal to that money power which intrigues for its own ag- 
grandizement over the wrecked fortunes of the unwary multitude—a 
power to which our unhappy civil war gave birth, which bas grown so 
enormous hig be unjust finance legislation, and now “ bestrides this 
narrow world like a colossus;” which subsidizes the press, the great 
organs of public opinion; which captures statesmen and parties, and 
makes them its subservient tools; which villifies and seeks to crush 
every public man who dare raise his voice against it. That power, in 
the flush and arrogance of its enormous and ill-gotten gains, has a 
heart of stone, not to be tonched by human sympathy or compassion. 
I appeal to the masses; to their faithful Representatives of both 
8 this floor; to all who think that the true aim of govern- 
ment is the greatest good of the greatest number; who believe there 
is a faith due to the people as well as to the holders of public securi- 
ties; and that whoever by covert legislation changes the value of 
contracts, is as accursed as he who moves his neighbor’s land-marks. 

For twelve years past the finance policy of this country has been 
dictated in Lombard street or Wall street, and the pvople have been 
plundered by every fresh enactment. They have suffered the fate 
of the giant Gulliver tied down by the Liliputians, Thank God! they 
are now abont to arise, to burst the bonds their petty foes have fast- 
ened on them sleeping, and to walk abroad again in their own majesty. 
[Great 5 15 

Mr. CHITTENDEN rose. F, 

The SPEAKER. To whom does the gentleman from Ohio yield? 

Mr. EWING. I yield to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. F'ORT.] 

Mr. FORT. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. HALE. Pending that, I move that when the House adjourn 
oe it be to meet on Monday. The Senate has adjourned over till 

onday. 

Mr. CLYMER. Give us a vote to-night, and we will then adjourn 
till Monday. 

The question being taken on Mr. Hatr’s motion, there were—ayes 
54, noes 171. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that the House take a recess until eight 
o’clock this evening. 

The SPEAKER. The question is first on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Illinois, that the House do now adjourn. 

The question being taken, the motion was agreed to—ayes 155, noes 


61. 
d accordingly (at five o clock and seventeen minutes) the House 
adjourned, } 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BOYD: Papers relating to the bill to credit Charles E. 
Fahnestock, postmaster at Glassford, Illinois, with the amount stolen 
from him by burglars—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route from High Hill to L’Outre Island, Missouri—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: A paper relating to the establishment of m 
post- route from Perry to Deadman’s Bay, Florida—to the same com- 
mittee, 

By Mr. DURHAM: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
route from Burgin to Bryantsville, Kentucky—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Memorial of the chamber of commerce of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, for the repeal or amendment of the bankrupt 
law in such a manner as to afford a better protection to creditors and 
to enforce a more speedy and honest distribution of bankrupt estates— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of Susan J. Berry, to be paid the 
amount due her late husband for services rendered as an oficer in the 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: The petitions of Andrew J. Baugher, 
Abraham Blosser, (administrator of Jonus Blosser, deceased,) Peter 
Blosser, Joseph Bowman, Joseph Bowman, (administrator of Joh. 
Bowman, deceased,) John W. Bowman, Bowman, Michael 


622 


CONGRESSIONAL 


RECORD—HOUSE. NOVEMBER 23, 


Bowman, Mary Brenaman, Samuel Carpenter, Samuel Cline, Thomas 
= Crawford, enry Early, Noah Early, J. B. Eastham, Dr. W. D. 
Ewing, Noah Flory, Elizabeth Garber, (administratrix of Abraham 
Garber, deceased,) Eli A. Garber, Samuel Garber, Samuel Good. Adam 
Gow], William C. Harrison, Christian Hartman, Samuel D. Humbert, 
Thomas Kirkpatrick, William F. Kyger, (administrator of Alexander 
Kyger, deceased,) Christian Landes, John W. Landes, Daniel Landes, 
Morgan Layton, Samuel S. Long, Elder Isaac Long, William D. 
Maiden, Daniel Miller, Samuel A. Miller, Daniel Miller, Joseph M. 
Miller, Joseph B. Moyers, Noah A. Royer, James Ritchie, John Ru- 
bush, Abraham Sayer, James Smith, Emanuel Spitzer, John W. ler, 

nel H. Wampler, P. W. Whitmer, Martin Whitmore, Elder John 
Wine, Cartis Yates, Peter Zetter, for compensation for stock driven 
off by order of General Sheridan—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of A. 
T. Mueller, of Allen County, Kansas—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of George Foster, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. : 

By Mr. KETCHAM: Papers relating to the claim of Theodore 
Dehon for rice taken from him by the United States Army—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of Elizabeth Page, for a pension 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

By Mr. MCMAHON : The petition of Levan Records, for a pension 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PEDDIE: Resolutions of the Board of Trade, of Newark, 
New Jersey, opposing the repeal of the resumption act and favoring 
the taking of immediate steps to carry out the pur of the law, 
either by the funding of legal-tender notes in bonds running for a 
long term, or by some other means that will insure resumption at the 
time named by the said act—to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 


rency. 

By Mr. QUINN: The petition of H. L. Emery, for permission to 
apply to the Commissioner of Patents for an extension of his letters- 
patent on cotten-gins—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: Papers relating to the claim of S. T. 
Marshall for sapplies furnished the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of 22 Allcock, Sarah 
Armstrong, George H. Browning, Margaret A. Cox, Thomas L. Dun- 
can, W. H. Edwards, Caroline Erwin, J. J. Gibbs, John Maloy, Mar- 

ret May, Wesley MeNew, Gilbert Reed, Elizabeth Rose, Cynthia 

pradlin, Millie Staples, Eliza Webb, George W. Wells, E. M. Will- 
iams, and Kitsey Williams, for pensions—to the Committee on In- 


valid Pensions, 

Also, papers relating to the claims of John Henry, trustee of 
Holston College and Mossy Creek Baptist Church and College, for 
supplies furnished; of H. L. Bradley, Robert D. Jaural and 
Strawberry Plains High School, for property destroyed; and of Ben- 
jamin Fahnstock and Mary E Sea , for the use and 8 of prop- 
erty by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

A the petitions of Cynthi Spradun, Mrs. Altimirah Brown, 
and Mrs. Rehma Brown, to be paid the bounty and back-pay due 
their several husbands—to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Also, the petition of John Turner, sr., for compensation for services 
rendered the United States Army as a guide—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Thomas F. Carter, for compensation for ser- 
vices rendered the United States Army—to the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Crawford M. Hall, late district attorney for 
the eastern district of Tennessee, that he be allowed to retain certain 
fees of his office—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Wright French, for commutation of rations 
while a prisoner of war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of William M. Burnett, for pay as chaplain of 
the Third Tennessee Cavalry—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. TUCKER: The petition of Emilie N. Hooe, for arrears 
of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

y Mr. TURNER: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Robinson to Collins, Kentucky—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the claim of J. C. Camp—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petitions of James T. 
Fisher and Samuel H. Smithers, to have refunded $21,000, wrongfully 
coan from them by United States officials—to the Committee on 

ar Claims. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, November 23, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison. 
_ The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION CLAUSE. 

The SPEAKER. The House now resumes the consideration of tha 

ial order, the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 

e act entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
monse” The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fort] is entitled to the 

oor. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Irise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will state it. 5 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I objected yesterday, in no spirit of dis- 
courtesy, to the extension of the time of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. EWING] in discussing the bill for the repeal of the resumption 
clause. I think it was the general understanding of the House, 
when that objection was wi wn, that I should have a few mo- 
ments to reply. The inquiry I wish to make before the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Fort] proceeds is, whether it is understood, by 
unanimous consent, that I shall have fifteen minutes to speak for 
Sodom and Gomorrah ? i 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that, under a strict con- 
struction of the rule, as to the time of the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Ew1nG, I the extension was by unanimous consent given to him, 
and that he would not have a right to parcel out that time, although 
he would himself have the right to occupy it. Under the rules of 
the House, his time being extended without limit, he had an addi- 
tional hour for his own use; but when the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Ewixd] sat down, having finished his remarks, there seemed to be 
consent given that the nce of his time should be occupied by the 
gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. Fort,] and the Chair will to-day recog- 
nize the tleman from Illinois as entitled to seventeen minutes as 
an additional consent given. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. What I want to know is whether I shall be 
permitted to follow him? 

Mr. EDEN. Is it not the regular order for the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Fort] to proceed ? 

The SPEAKER, Itis. 

Mr. EDEN. Then I call for the regular order. 

Mr. EWING. Allow me to ask the friends of this bill, in considera- 
tion of the marked courtesy of the extension of my time 8 
now to give unanimous consent to the gentleman from New York 

Mr. CHITTENDEN] to speak fifteen minutes in reply. I hope no 
iend of the bill will object. 

Mr. HOUSE. I think that was the general understanding. 

The SPEAKER. That was the hope of the Chair, and the Chair 
stated yesterday that he would make every effort to procure that 
privilege for the gentleman from New York, [Mr. CHITTENDEN.] Is 
there o ares ? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. THOMPSON, I object. There are probably fifty gentlemen 
npon this floor who are desirous of speaking upon this question and 
who have not had an 8 , and an opportunity cannot now 
be afforded to those gentlemen. I would be willing to extend the 
compliment to any gentleman, but where there are so many who desire 
tos and who are debarred from the chance to do so I think, in 
justice to all those gentlemen and not in injustice to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. CHITTENDEN, ] that I ought to object. 

Mr. HALE, I call for the regular order. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I rise to a question of personal privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state what it is, 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, I desire to read from two RECORDS. 

Mr. HOUSE. I rise toa poiut of order. Did I understand the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THompson] to 17 e to allowin 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] fifteen minutes 

SPEAKER. The on from Pennsylvania, from the Bat- 
ler district, on the left of the Chair, objected. 

Mr. HOUSE. I make the point of order that the objection came too 
late. The Chair had announced that there was no objection. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I stood here claiming the attention of the 
Speaker time and again, and he finally gave his attention for a mo- 
ment, and it was immediately diverted to the other side of the House; 
but it recurred to me and I then stated that I objected, and stated 
briefly the reasons why I objected. I repeat now that I object in the 
interest of members 2 and not from any discourtesy to the 
gentleman from New York, 4 eee, hfe needs no defense, 
either personally, financially, or otherwise. He has already had an 
opportanity of addressing the House, and my objection is upon the 
ground that there are other gentlemen whose rights are equal to his, 

The SPEAKER, Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
THOMPSON] allow the Chair to suggest to him, with the greatest 
res possible, that those other gentlemen to whom he alludes are 


not bg Sa 1 

Mr. HOMPSON. Then I object on my own behalf. 

Mr. EWING. Wasnot the objection toolate? The Chair certainly 
announced that consent was given. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did so announce, but the uniform prac- 
tice of the Chair has been, when a gentleman says that he was on his 
feet and endeavoring to obtain the recognition of the Chair, to take 
his word for it. . 

Mr. THOMPSON. Does the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ewine] 
desire the objection to be withdrawn ? 3 

Mr. EWING. Ido. 


Mr. THOMPSON. If the gentleman asks that as a personal favor, 
| I withdraw it, 
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The SPEAKER. Objection being withdrawn the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN ] will be entitled to fifteen minutes after 
the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Fort] has occupied the floor for the 
seventeen minutes which have been allowed him. 

Mr. CONGER. Before the discussion is resumed this morning there 
is a question in regard to the parliamentary course to be pursued 
under the resolution which the House adopted in reference to this 
subject to which I wish to call the attention of the Chair for a mo- 
ment, and to have the yee ruling upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair requests order to be preserved so that 
he may understand the point to be presented by the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. Concer. ] 

Mr. CONGER. The point to which I desire to call the attention 
of the Chair is this: The committee reporting the bill have informally, 
and perhaps formally, (I do not know how the Chair will rule upon 
that,) ted that they will accept or had accepted the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fort] as a substitute for 
their bill. I wish to inquire whether that acceptance is such as to 
make the substitute the bill now under consideration? 

The SPEAKER. The committee have no power to accept the sub- 
stitute. The measure when before the House is under the control of 
the House, and not under the control of the committee. 

Mr. CONGER. So I understood; but prior to the opening of the 
discussion the gentleman from Ohio[ Mr. Ew1nG] suggested either that 
the committee would accept or did accept the substitute for their bill. 

The SPEAKER. The committee were willing to accept it, but 
there was objection, as the REcorD shows. 

Mr. CONGER. If that be so, then that is sufficient on that point. 
Then this other propogitan: All the amendments that have been 
offered, if I recollect aright, have been offered to the original bill. 
I wish, if it might be proper to have the understanding now, that 
these amendments may be considered as offered also to the substitute 
of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort. ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, anticipating that point, has given the 
subject full research and consideration, and when the proper time is 
reached in the proceedings the Chair will decide that point. 

Mr. CONGER. But it might perhaps be proper for the House and 
the Chair to understand each other now on that point. If the first 
question is to be upon the amendment—— 

The SPEAKER. The first question of course will be upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort ;] that is the 
first amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. I was about to say that if that amendment was 
adopted, being the first to be voted on, then no other amendment 
could be acted upon. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that point when it arises. 

Mr. CONGER. Would it be improper for the Chair to let the House 
know beforehand what his decision will be? 

ae SPEAKER. It is not usual for the Chair to anticipate a dif- 
culty, 

Mr. CONGER. But where by the ruling of the Chair the House is 
arpir of the privilege of voting at all upon amendments 

he SPEAKER. It is an assumption that the House could be de- 
prived of that. 

Mr. CONGER. It might be well for the House to know what the 
ruling of the Chair would be upon that point. 

The SP Before ae the point the Chair would like 
to hear arguments pro and con. The Chair now has no opportunity 


to hear such 5 

Mr. CONGE I have raised that point before the final vote upon 
the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fort] in order 
that the Chair might notify the House what his ruling would be. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has said that the first amendment to 
be voted upon will be the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 
(Mr. Fort.] The Chair cunnot now tell what will be the subsequent 
action of the House; that cannot be told until the Chair is aware of 
the action of the House upon that amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. It was se I and many others thought that all 
the amendments to the original bill should be passed upon—that is, 
that the original bill should be perfected before the substitute was 
voted upon—that I asked that we might have an intimation how the 
Chair weuld rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the House, by a suspension 
of the rules, has in direct language vacated the ordinary rules of the 
House and the parliamentary practice under those rules. When the 
point is reached the Chair will give his reasons therefor. 

Mr. CONGER. It is before the vote is taken that I wish to call the 
attention of the Chair to the subject and to have his ruling, so that 
we might vote advisedly ; that the members of the House might know 
the effect of their votes. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the resolution under which 
a suspension of the rules was had. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the bill to re; the third section of the resumption law be made 
the special order, not to interfere with any appropriation bills, for to-morrow at the 


expiration of the morning hour, and from day to day thereafter until the following 
Tuesday at three o'clock, when the previous question shall be ordered on it and on 
any amendments then pending, all amendments meanwhile to be in order, provided 
tho time shall be extended, if necessary, so as to allow five days after the morning 
hour for the consideration of said bill and amendments. 


The SPEAKER, The Chair would make one remark in connection 


with that resolution, so as to guide gentlemen. If an amendment is 
allowed to be in order, to be offered and pending, of course, accord- 
ing to all parliamentary practice, it is in order to have it voted upon. 
r, CONGER. If I understand the Chair aright, then, although 
12 House may adopt the amendment of the gentleman from IIlino 
r. Fort]—— 

Mr. EWING. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. CON GER. I hope that the courtesy I have extended to the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ewnia@] will not be returned in this 
manner. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EwIxo] thinks 
that he is suffering in connection with the progress of the bill by this 
colloquy, the Chair will assure him he is not. 

Mr. EWING. Well, Mr. Speaker, it certainly is not usual to ask a 
decision of the Chair in advance of the question arising. 

The SPEAKER. It is not; but the Chair—— 

Mr. EWING. That is why I ask for the 7 order. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, I desire to repel the assumption of the 
gentleman from Ohio, who is somewhat indebted to me for the posi- 
tion his bill now occupies, that I have undertaken by a simple par- 
liamentary question to make any factious delay. 

_ The SPEAKER. The Chair invokes good nature upon this ques- 


tion. 

Mr. CONGER. I have not desired to forestall any decision of the 
Chair; but I apprehend that the decision when it arises may leave 
the House without the power of voting upon a single amendment 
here except that of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort.] 

Mr. SPEAKER. The Chair has not dropped a word which would 
give enco ement to such a thought. 

Mr. EWING and others called for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Forr] is enti- 
tled to the floor, and he has seventeen minutes. 

Mr. FORT. Mr. Speaker, at one time I did desire to occupy a few 
minutes in the discussion of the measure now before the House, but 
now it is with reluctance that I reopen this debate so fitly closed on 
yesterday by the gentleman from Ouio, [Mr. Ewinc.] It has been 
thought, however, that something more should come from the repub- 
lican members of the Committee on Banking and Currency. The 
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. PHILLIPS] opened the debate on this 
measure in a W of but an hour, and although his positions have 
been attacked he has not had time allowed him to reply to them. 

Mr. Speaker, I claim to be a republican. I have steadily followed 
the party and firmly adhered to its principles ever since Lincoln de- 
clared that “a house divided against itself cannot stand.” I am also 
as desirous as any gentleman here to see legal-tender notes become 
and remain par with coin. I would do nothing to retard the da 
when a legal-tender note shall be as good as any money in the world. 
And, sir, it is because I am a republican and because of my desire to 
see legal-tender honored and at par that I favor the meusure now 
before this House. I do not believe that the Governmeut can pay 
any of its financial promises with anything else than the money of 
the world, which is coin. I discard the doctrine that the Govern- 
ment can pay and discharge one financial promise by making another 
promise on paper. 

What do we see to-day? Although the legal-tender was the means 
of striking down and conquering a portion of the peoplé of this 
country who are to-day represented upon this floor, yet we find those 
very people marshaling themselves here by their Representatives in 
solid 5 in support of legal-tender, they are now its friends and 
supporters, They stand in the front rank of its defenders. 

And what did we see here on this floor in Januury, 18757 Ah! sir, 
legal-tender was dishonored and disowned by its kindred in this 
very Hall of its birth. 

Speaker, I have but one moment to devote to the consideration 
of the pending amendments to the original bill. In my judgment if 
the resumption clause of the act of 1375 be repealed it will be done by 
a single plai e only. It cannot be carried if to the prop- 
osition is attac any other subject-matter about which members 
may differ. Therefore, for one I hope that we shall simply vote upon 
the question of repeal, and nothing more. By an examination of the 
pending amendments it will be found that at least the first one pre- 
sents the issue of repeal alone. It proposes to strike from the act of 
1875 the resumption clause, and nothing more, leaving that act as to 
subsidiary silver coin and free banking intact, as we claim it should 
have been enacted at first. Strike the resumption clause from the 
act of 1875, and there remains no doubtful meaning as to what the 
law will then be. Thus, gentlemen, you have the issue presented to 
you plainly and . untrammeled with anything else to which 
any may object. The first amendment puts the direct question, shall 
the resumption clause of the act of 1875 be repealed or not ? 

In my judgment the original resumption act was unwise, and has 
been exceedingly mischievous in its influence upon the country. I 
admit frankly that there may be some doubt now, so long a time 
having run, whether the act ought to be repealed or modified. Asa 
rule the less tinkering with the currency the better. 

And as we near the day fixed for resumption the doubt becomes 
greater. In my judgment it wonld have been better to have declared 
resumption at once on the passage of the act of 1875, than to have 
fixed hangman’s day for January 1, 1879. The effect has been to keep 
up constant alarm and continued panic. d 
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Gentlemen differ honestly upon this question, and I have no hard 
word or thought for any of them. 

Now, sir, what should be done? How does the matter stand? We 
up to about 1873 had general prosperity, but the Secre of the 
Treasury kad been unwisely contracting the currency; and in due 
time business became alarmed, and a panic came, with it came 
“Black Friday.“ Congress met, and we were told we needed prepa- 
ration for resumption; we must have more contraction. The patient 
was weak and sick, but some blood must be let, and the patient 
grew weaker and more tremulous, and they told us we must take some 
more blood. Financial disaster after disaster came faster and faster, 
failure followed failure, and they told us we must pass the resumption 
act. That measure would bring relief; and they brought in, and in a 
few short hours passed the bill for resumption without adequate dis- 
cussion, under the spur of the previous question. We were told that it 
would restore confidence. I ask gentlemen who favor the other side 
to tell us where the “confidence” is. I ask them to point us to a single 
man who has had his confidence restored. Why, sir, we have had 
Black Friday” ever since, growing darker and blacker every hour. 
Sir, she mischief wrought by that ill-timed act cannot well be esti- 
mated, 

Mr. Speaker, many believe and it does indeed seem to have been part 
of a conspiracy against the Government and against the debtor. The 
creditors of the Government had purchased its indebtedness at from 
fifty to seventy-five cents ou the dollar, and private debtors had con- 
tracted with their creditors at about the same rates, estimating value 
by the coin standard; and these obligations, public and private, had 
been gradually but steadily advancing, and were approaching par as 
fast as industry and economy and the resources of the country would 
permit. First they, by th, demonetized silver, which was a part 
of the conspiracy, and demanded gold only, and then passed the act 
of 1875 for resumption in gold, which of course had the effect to shrink 
values and enhance the purchasing power of gold. Everything of 
course shrank except promises to pay—the promises remained the 
same. No matter how other things fell in price, the promises did not 
fall or shrink, and gold went up, being measured by labor or other 

roperty. 

£ Mr. Speaker, we cannot bring about resumption by the enactment 
of law. All the laws you can print between the lids of the book will 
never coin a single dollar. If resumption comes, it must come by 
p rity and by having the balance of trade in our favor. And in 
this I am borne out by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. HEWITT, ] 
who spoke the other day on this question. He tells us plainly that the 
resumption act has had nothing at all to do with bringing gold and 
legal-tender so near together as they now are ; but he says that it has 
been brought abont by the balance of trade in our favor, and in this 
he is undoubtedly correct. He seemed to discuss this question fairly 
and candidly, He told you Bein you could not have resumption by 
law; and, sir, I have never heard any gentleman claim that the law 
has had any effect yet to bring about resumption. And, sir, most 
of = favoring resumption alesis that it is not possible to resume 
in 1879. 

And, sir, if we did attempt it, it would be a miserable failure. Sup- 
pose that by the favorable balance of trade gold would flow in so 
that the legal-tender was par, and we should commence resumption in 
1879, and then suppose, as may be the case, the balance of trade should 
run against us for a year or two and gold would flow back, the Gov- 
ernment would be compelled to have gold to pay its dues to for- 
eigners. The demand would increase; gold, of course, would go up; 
those brokers and sharpers being nearest the Treasury would rush in 
and get the gold for their legal-tenders and then sell it back to the 
Government for all they could make it bring, and thus compel the 
Government, in mortification and dishonor, to — 5 and the only 
result would be the Government will then indeed have lost its credit 
and the sharpers and gamblers of Wall street will have “reaped a 
rich harvest of silver and gold.“ Resumption, therefore, without 
gold aud silver in adequate quantity is certainly im ble. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hewirr,] who is 
the leader of the democratic side of the Honse, at least he was the 
leader in the late campaign, told us that we must have three hundred 
millions, or thereabout, in gold in order to float two hundred millions 
of paper. He told us, in answer to my colleague, [Mr. SPRINGER, ] 
that every dollar of legal-tender notes must be withdrawn, and some 
of the national-bank currency also; that the Government could not 
float over two hundred millions of paper and that none of it must be 
procesas, And I charge it right here that it is the purpose of the 

iends of resumption to withdraw and cancel the legal-tender notes, 
and this is why Í favor the repeal of the resumption act, because it 
is by that act the Secretary of the Treasury gets his authority to 
cancel the legal-tender. Les, sir, he [the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. Hewirtr,] told you we must withdraw all of the legal-tender 
greenbacks and a portion of the national-bank currency, and that it 
was not possible to float over two hundred millions of Government 
paper, either nbacks or national-bank Wer after resumption 
takes place. e all know what would be the result, and in my judg- 


ment it is the purpose to retire and cancel the legal-tender notes to 
shart room again for State banks and the paper of worthless private 
an 
Now, I ask my republican friends, do they want to bring that state 
of affairs about. No; I know they do not. 


What did the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hewrrt,] say fur- 
ther. He told us wo were to have paper. his speech as printed 
in the RECORD. He candidly told you what you may expect if you 
continue to press resumption, of which he is so strongly in favor. He 
told us we would have paper even if backs and national-bank 
bills are withdrawn. Of course we will, Mr. Speaker, and what sort 
of paper = it be? He did not tell us, but we know what 
it would be. Wall street can tellus. It would be State-bank paper; 
it would be rag money, and no mistake. I remember the first dollar 
ever I earned and owned; it was on the Rhode Island Central Bank ; 
and I mention it without meaning any discredit to the good State of 
Rhode Island, or the honorable and able gentlemen who represent 
that State here so well. When I was a Ses they said the Rhode 
Island Central Bank was owned in Wall street, and I have no doubt 
itwas. It wasestablished in Rhode Island because they wished to go 
to that honest little State and take advantage of its repatation. 

Mr. EAMES. I will venture to say that the stock of that bank 
was owned entirely ontside the State of Rhode Island. 

Mr. FORT. Certainly; no doubt all such concerns are located in 
one place but owned elsewhere. 

But to continue: That dollar bill on Rhode Island Central was the 
first money I ever earned or owned in my life. I went to sleep one 
night worth a dollar, but in the night-time the infernal thing turned 
to a wild-cat, and in the morning the bank was broke, and so was I. 
LLaughter.] That was the experience of all who were cursed with 
the same kind of money. They are breeding and nursing these very 
wild cats in Wall street now in order to flood the country with them 
as soon as they can retire legal tender. 

Who ever heard of a man or boy losing a dollar or any other 
amount of legal-tender or national-bank paper by failure ? 

Mr. Speaker, how much will it cost us to retire legal tender ? 

Let me tell you. The Secretary of the Treasury tells us that we 
had afloat on the Ist day of this month $354,490,892.00 of legal-tender 
United States notes. If you retire them you must borrow the money 
to do it, and the resumption bill we now pro to repeal authorizes 
the Secretary of the Treasury to sell bonds for that purpose. The 
annual interest on that sum ut 4 per cent. will amount to 814, 179,635.68. 
How much of that will fall to each 5 district in the 
United States? Let some one answer. It will be 847, 265.45 for 
each congressional district to pay annually for the privilege of hav- 
ing the legal-tender Treasury notes retired, so that we may be blest 
with wild-cat, rag, and private-bank paper money as we were in ante 
bellum days. A rather costly blessing. You can make the estimate 

ourselves. Let me tell my republican friends bere when they go 

ome to tell the people that they have voted to tax their respective 
co: ional districts $47,265.45 a year in addition to all other taxes 
in order to retire legal tender and to make room for the old wild-cat 
paper money, and ask their constituents to come up and indorse the 
tax. I am not mistaken about this matter. You must raise the 
money some how, and it must be done by tax. Sir, I think when they 
ey explain ‘high b. to their „ will acot notice that 
too hi y a large majority. [Laughter. 
Mr. EAMES. I wish to ask the gentleman a question. Is there 
ney proposition before the House that seeks to retire one single dol- 


Mr. FORT. Yes, sir; there are such amendments pending, and I 
am arguing that such would be the result, and that is what is de- 
clared would be the result by the great leader on the other side of 
the House, [Mr. Hewrrt,] whom you are all following. 

Mr. EAMES. But not assented to by the large i of those 
who are in favor of resumption. 

Mr. FORT. But some of you openly avow it, and Iam trying to 
show that such will be the result. 

Mr. EAMES, Will the gentleman allow me ; 

Mr. FORT. When the gentleman from Rhode Island was address- 
ing the House I did not interrupt him. I hope he will allow me to 
go on now. 

Mr. EAMES, I wished merely to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. FORT. I would be glad to answer any question if Í had time, 
but the gentleman knows I have only five minutes left. The gentle- 
man an hour, and I did not interrupt him. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to pay some respect to od friends on the other 
side, because I think a great deal of them. The gentleman by my 
side here says that Iam going over to the democrats. But am, I“ 
Whom are some of you republicans following here? You are follow- 
ing the leader of the democratic party [Mr. Hewitt] in the last cam- 
pe The gentleman from New York [Mr. HEWITT] addressed the 

ouse the other day and vehemently insisted on e epi and pro- 
tested den the repeal of the resumption clause of act of Jan- 
uary, 1875. That gentleman was chairman of the national demo- 
cratic committee, and as such lead and bore aloft the banner of Til- 
den and reform, on which was inscribed a demand for the repeal of 
the resumption clause of the act. If the democratic candidate had 
been elected it was understood that that gentleman would have been 
made Secretary of the $ 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. He was elected. 

Mr. FORT. Ido not know but he was. The high court decided 

ight to seven he was not elected. 
Here the hammer fell. 
. FORT. Is my time out? 
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Mr. EAMES. I ask unanimous consent that the time of the gentle- | they will preserve and retain in circulation the legal-tender Treasury 


man be extended five minutes. 
Mr. CONGER.. I hope his time may be extended, that he may apply 
his ment to the amendment of my colleague, [Mr. HUBBELL. ] 
Mr. FORT. I am in favor of some such measure as that proposed 
by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. HUBBELL, ] as a separate meas- 
ure, but I do not want it tacked on my bill to load it down and per- 
haps defeat it. 
he SPEAKER. Is there objection to extending the time of the 
gentleman from Illinois five minutes? 
re was no objection. 


Mr. CONGER. Now, let me ask the gentleman a question. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Illinois desire to yield ? 
Mr. FORT. I do not; and the gentleman from Michigan knows 


that Ido not. He knows that only seventeen minutes has been al- 
lowed to me in this debate, while other gentlemen have had an hour 
and some of them more. He also knows that my entire hour was 
consumed by the gentleman ffom Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD,] I not ob- 
jecting, although he was opnosing my amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. I asked for an extension of the gentleman’s time 
that he might answer my question. The House granted it, and now 
he refuses to hear my question. 

Mr. FORT. I would be glad to answer if I had time, but I have 
not. The opponents of my amendment occupied all my time and only 
seventeen minutes were granted to me. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois has a right to be pro- 
tec 


ted. 

Mr. FORT. The gentleman before me [Mr. Hewitt] from New 
York, who add: the House the other day with entire frankness, 
was the leader of the democratic peny in the last campaign. That 
party inscribed on its banner, and in the West it was printed in large 
capitals, a condemnation of the resumption clause of the act of 1875, 
and then said, using their own words, “and we demand its repeal.” 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitt] bore that banner all 
through the democratic canvass. He now denounces the repeal. 
When was he in earnest; then or now? When was he candid? Was he 
in favor of repeal of the resumption clause then or was he only so pre- 
tending for the sake of success? Is he consistent? The only good 
thing in the democratic platform was this plank, and its great leader 
has already repudiated that, and we see some democrats and some 
republicans following his lead. Mr. Speaker, I am glad to see the 
tank and file of the democratic party still well in line on this ques- 
tion, although their leader has deserted them, and I am sorry to say 
some of my Oa ger rene brethren are following him off. 

1 wish I adequate time to mention one or two points made by 
my distinguished friend from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD,] who is so often 
right and seldom wrong. In advocating resumption, he took us to 
England and called our attention to the wisdom of Parliament to 
prove to us that we ought to stand by our resumption act. He told 
us England had p aresumption act and refused to repeal it. 
He forgot to tell us that England suspended specie payments for 
more than twenty years before she passed any law to resume or at- 
tempted to resume. He told us it was not the resumption act that 
brought distress in England. He told us that it was the odious and 
infamous corn laws that brought distress upon that people. These 

ntlemen can always assign some other reason for stringency and 

tress. In that case he says it was the corn laws that brought 
sorrow, want, and starvation to the people of England; and says 
Parliament was wise and just in adhering to resumption, and ca 
upon us to bow to those lords and commoners because they refused 
to repeal their resumption act. He seems to reverence them. Sir, 
what might be for the interest of England, may not be for the wel- 
fare of our country; beside, Mr. Speaker, the very same lords aud com- 
moners who passed their resumption bill and refused to repeal it, about 
the same time passed the odious and infamous corn laws he himself 
mentioned. My friend from Ohio would bid us doff our hats to the 
lords and commoners who refused to repeal the resumption act, yet 
he failed to confess that, they having passed the odious and inhuman 
corn laws in the interest of the aristocracy, it was not unlikely that 
they should have also passed some other quite as unwise and cruel 
laws in the interest of this same aristocracy, one of which laws may 
have been that same resumption law. 

Mr. HUBBELL, How about my amendment; why do you opposeit? 

Mr. FORT. Mr. Speaker, it occurs to me that my friend from 
Michigan [Mr. HUBBELL] is in great trouble about his amendment. 
I say to him in all candor that I am in favor of any law that will pre- 
serve the back, and his amendment looks in that direction ; but 
I do not wish to have this bill loaded down with anything at all. We 
can consider his proposition as a se measure. The passage of 
our measure now under consideration will not at all preclude his 
measure. Let us strike out of the law of 1875 the resumption clause, 
and then it will be time to consider the measure he pro and 
am with him in anything that will save the legal-tender United 
States notes from retirement and destruction. I have prepared a bill 
for that pu differing somewhat from his bill, and which I like 
better than his, and which I think would bring legal-tenders to par 
in due time and preserve them for a permanent currrency. 

Mr. S er, the people, in my judgment, have determined on one 
thing, and in due time and in due form they will enter their unalter- 
able decree in terms that cannot be misunderstood, which is that 
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notes as their money, and will, if necessary, change Houses 
and Senates an 8 to attain that end. i T 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] 
is now entitled to the floor for fifteen minutes. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, I wish again toreturn my thanks 
to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EwIxd] and to the House for their 
courtesy in allowing me this opportunity; and I send to the desk, as 
a suitable introduction to the few remarks I have to make, and ask 
the Clerk to read, a short paragraph from a speech made by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1xe] on Saturday evening, October 9, 1875, 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Now there is no discretion with the Secretary about this. He is compelled to 
take up the fractional currency with silver as rapidly as practicable. The mints 
are now running night and day coining silver for that purpose; and I paaa that 


under that law, if executed, the people of this country will be left within a year 
from this timé without one dollar of fractional money, whether paper or silver. 


Mr, CHITTENDEN. lhl gaps the excitement which moved 
me yesterday, when I objected to the extension of the time of the 
ntleman frum Ohio, [ Mr. ewan] has passed away, and I have no 
onger a desire to answer in detail his most extravagant and remark- 
able statements. I refer, sir, confidently to that statement which the 
Clerk has read, as a fair and just exhibit of the trustworthiness of 
the gentleman’s predictions in general, in his most eloquent address 
of two hours of yesterday. And for want of time, I have no other 
answer to make in detail to his many errors. But, sir, I will try to 
ther up the substanco of his speech and present it to him and to this 
ouse, to my constituents and tothe country, that all may look at it 
aud realize what it is and what it means and whither it is taking us. 
If the gentleman’s statements and arguments prove anything, they 
establish the fact which my friend from Illinois [Mr. Fort] has just 
done what he could to confirm, that the greenback note which the 
gentlemen from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] claimed put down the 
rebellion is no Jonger the representative of a debt which is ever to 
be paid; it isnot the representative of a forced loan. It was notonly 
the resource of the Government in an exigency, when it had neither 
credit nor money, but it is good money, real money, “ the future 
money of the realm,” as somebody is in the habit of saying, I do not 
remember who. 
That is one thing the gentleman has established, and he is proud 
of it. 

Well, sir, he has established another thing: that the nback 
e us all rich and prosperous; that the greenback developed the 
wealth of this country in the midst of war so as to hide its cost and 
waste. And he has established another thing: that the census of 
1870 was a true and honest census, according to which the property 
and wealth of this great nation doubled in the decade prior to 1870, 
notwithstanding one item of loss of two thousand millions in slaves, 
while the whole nation was en in the most destructive and 
Figantic war that has ever been fought upon earth by mankind! 

‘hat is another great thing which the gentleman has established to 
the glory of the greenback, if his arguments are sound. 
And, sir, he has established one thing more: that the infamous act 
of Congress of 1869, recognizing the greenback as a debt and prom- 
ising to pay it, coupled with that more infamous resumption act of 
1875, destroyed those ificent fortunes which the war and the 
greenback made, and brought the people to grief. These are four 
things which the gentleman flatters himself he has established, and 
he will not dispute me. 
Now, sir, what follows? It follows, logically and inevitably, that 
there is no longer any use for capital in this country. Sir, if the gen- 
tleman knows what he is talking about; if he teaches the trath the 
truth will win, the trath must win, and we are now engaged in an 
“irrepressible conflict” between capital and greenbacks, which can 
only end, and ought only to end, in the destruction of capital. 
The gentleman seems to be aware of the logical issue of his argu- 
ment. He speaks of capital as if capital and capitalists were very 
demons of our American commerce and civilization. He points his 
finger of denunciation at the Sodom and Gomorrah of “robber,” 
bloated bondholders, and rises to new and der flights of elo- 
quence as he thinks he discovers the smoke of their torments about 
to go up forever and ever. jeans Sag and es gree, 

have done with the gentleman’s speech. I think I have treated 
it fairly. If I have done bim any injustice or done truth any injus- 
tice, I challenge him to meet me anywhere where we can get at the 
8 and I will go with him for it. I question if he can find it in 
io. 

The gentleman reminds me of a colleague of mine in the short 
session of the Forty-third Con who was a good deal older then 
than that gentleman is now, and who was then a long way ahead of 
him in his admiration of the greenback. If, however, the gentleman 
from Ohio lives to be as old as my eolleague was then, I have no doubt 
he will be in advance of him in his love for the sham. My former 
colleague isa gentleman well known as a Wall street speculator. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EwIxd] alluded to Wall street yesterday. 

The gentleman ta whom I refer (Mr. Richard Schell) told me 
here within twenty feet of where I now stand—I wish gentlemen 
would listen to this, extravagant as it may seem to be, for if I know 
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anything it is the legitimate end of all this argument in favor of 
8 told me that he was in favor of digging a wa ee 
m New Yo: 


nal 

rk to San Francisco in order to employ the idle labor of 

the country, and he would set the Government presses going at once 
to print the greenbacks with which to pay the laborers ; and that that 
ee the only remedy for existing evils. That was in the spring of 


This morning I found in my pocket a little slip which I had cut 
last August from a newspaper published in Tennessee, and which 
contains another suggestion in-the same direction: 

N. a a ting of ai resolutions 

1877.— 
favoring tho lsane of ton millions of grooabacks mouthly until the distress in the 
country is relieved ; opposing contraction and favoring the remonetization of sil- 
ver; ignoring both political parties. 

Now, I think my friend from Illinois [Mr. Fort] must have at- 
tended that meeting, for it is 3 sympathy and harmony with 
his present views, as I understand them. [Laughter.] 

I must hurry through in a very fragmentary manner. Some gan: 
tleman, since I began to speak, has sent me a paper two days old from 
New York, from which I read a paragraph of the money article: 


The speculative element on the street favors remonetization on account of its 
producing rapid changes of value, in which the dealers profit. 


Now, I made ashort speech here the other day, carefully 5 
my words, and have printed my remarks and sent a copy to eac 
member of this House, which I ask gentlemen to do me the honor to 


I know nothing of honor or uprightness that repudiates promises 
to pay, when the means of paying them are in hand. And the re- 
marks [ made last week, in my judgment, truthfully set forth the 
arguments against the repeal of the resumption act. 

The fact is that if anybody may dare to look into the future far 


enough to see that it will rain in Ohio next month, we may also 
say but for the action of this House, if this Congress could be 
adjourned for six months, gold and nbacks would be at par within 


the next sixty days, an event which would point the way out of our 
present illusions. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ewina] admitted 
that we had in this 3 one hundred and fifty millions of gold, 
every dollar of which is ay merchandise, and every dollar of which 
wonld be currency within sixty days if we could possibly stop agi- 
tating this question. 

I ask now to refer to a qnestion of high privilege. I do not know 
whether I shall be permitted to go a little beyond my time if neces- 


sary. 

[Here the hammer sn 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. WOOD. I ask unanimous consent that my colleague have 
leave to proceed. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. After the House kindly gave me this oppor- 
tunity, I had sent to me the RECORD of this morning, and I will ask 
the Clerk to read a paragraph or two that I have marked. 

The Clerk read the following from a speechof Mr. DICKEY, published 
in the Rxconb of this morning: 

‘or u of noticing the s; h of the gentleman from 
But as I rise more for the purpose peec Sn gonia 8 


permitted to proceed 
I begin by reading from the s h of the gentleman from New York: 
“Mr. Cnitrexpex. Mr. BOURKE, k 


‘True, it had been the savior of the Union and Constitution ; it had contributed 
vastl 52 the comfort and happiness of millions of our citizens; it had been recog- 
ree y Presidents and Cabinets, and all the functionaries of tho land, as 
"tho currency of the country,” and as the best that has ever been devised.” 
True, the people were well satisfied with it, and from no quarter of the country 
were they asking to be involved more deeply in the throes of distress and bank- 
raptey by f resumption; but what cared the — — from New York? 
This mighty blic owed him $10. He held in his the unpaid note. He de- 
manded the . He was a creditor and he intended to bo until he could get gold 
for his paper, and if he did not get it, and quick, too, then the Government is the 
“ wader of ali defaulters, and Boss Tweed to boot, and is a “ repudiator.” Alas 
pe p berg * Government, poor people. They cannot pay, and if they can't, 

ow can they 


Before the Clerk had concluded the reading, 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. Irise to a question of order. The gentleman 
rose, I believe, to a personal explanation, toa “ question of privilege,” 
without saying what it was. Now, I do not think he has a right to 


have his previous speech read before he states his question of privi- 
lege. [Laughter.] i 

The SPEAKER. Itis not the speech of the gentleman himself that 
is being read. The Chair understood that the gentleman bronght this 
matter in as a “charge affecting the official character of a member,” 
which wonld be a question of 3 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that this affects the 
gentleman’s official character as a member. 

Mr. DICKEY. I ask that the next para: h or two be read. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I beg pardon of the Honse. I sent the re- 
marks of Mr. DICKEY to the Clerk without reading them, at the sug- 
gestion of a gentleman who said they required attention. 

Iam coming to nat ge eae importance. 

Mr. Speaker, the other day there was so much confusion when I 
went over to the other side of the House that I did not hear the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. FELTON] in his very pointed and very un- 
pleasant remarks toward me; and I desire now to refer to a passage 
in his printed speech as published in the RECORD of the 16th nt 
after revision. If Iam alittle late in referring to it it is because I 
am constitutionally “slow to wrath.” [Laughter.] 

The gentleman from New York— 

I read the gentleman’s words as printed— 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN) on yesterday from his perch— 

„His perch ” underscored [laughter]— 
announced to the country that loafers, gamblers, and bankrupts, the worst ele- 
ments of society, favored the repeal of the resumption act. 

The gentleman from Georgia also italicised the words “loafers,” 
“ bankrupts,” and “gamblers,” but these words are i not mine. 
The two first I did not utter at all, the other I only used in asking a 
question as innocently as the word stands in the dictionary. 

And again: 

Look at that storm-driven ocean. Darkness and hurricane are upon the deep. 
a of distress are heard through the gloom. Ships are going down by tho 
and thousands of precious lives are being ingulfed. In the of 
this ruin there stands the wrecker waiting for his prey! 

(Laughter. ] 

There I stood, all unconsciously made the representative and the em- 
bodiment of all“ robber capitalists” and“ bloated bondholders” that 
live along the sea deliberately conspiring against the debtor class. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I shall surprise a many men on this floor. 
A good many of them ought to be surprised in what I have to say 
as showing what kind of a “ wrecker“ Jam. Every cent I am wort 
in the world, every Soe I have accumulated by forty years of as 
patient work and frugal living as any man here has practiced, is 
involved to-day in the welfare of a commercial establishment which 
has no business whatever but to give credits to the merchant class 


on liberal principles in every State, city, and Territory under the 
American flag. 
Now I ask gentlemen who have hurled their blows inst me as a 


“wrecker,” who have loved to repeat that kind of stuff here and cir- 
culate it through the land, and inspire people to send me anonymous 
letters [laughter]—I ask them to look at me. There is not—I say 
it without the least fear of contradiction—there is not one man on 
this floor or within the sound of my voice who is as much interested 
to-day in maintaining the debtor class eee nto this whole conn- 
try as I am—not one. What has the gentleman from Ohio to do 
in such a relation? Nobody owes him any money. [Laughter.] 
What does he know about the interest and the welfare and the 
real necessities of the debtor class of this country? The books of 
the firm in which my all is involved have upon them to-day the names 
of somewhere between three thousand and eight thousand debtors. 
Iam not at all familiar with the details of the business, because it 
is all surrendered to younger men with whom I have long been asso- 
ciated. But I know this, thatI am interested in at least three thou- 
sand and probably more claimsscattered all over this country. This 
is intended for a lesson to members of Con who come here and 
talk ignorantly, wildly, viciously, wickedly about the “ robber capi- 
talists,” pointing most frequently to the Representatives of the city 
of New York, which has suffered more in laning its money to the 
West and South than any and all other cities on earth, and yet the 
gentleman from Ohio broadly intimated in his speech that more 
2 and wide-spread repudiation are yet in store for the money 
ords! 

Mr. Speaker, I am indebted to the House for this opportunity. 
(Cries of “Go on!“ ] Iwill not trespass another moment. I have 
only to repeat 1 1 anks to the House for its indulgence. : 

leg SPEAK ER. The question is, Shall the main question be now 
put 

Mr. DICKEY. I hope the House will hear me for a moment in reply 
to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cu1rreNDEN.] 

Mr. RELLEY. I object. I want the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded; and the Chair 
has no volition but to enforce it. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KEL- 
LEY] will withdraw his objection, and let the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. DICKEY ] have a few minutes. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire action on this bill; and I stand here to de- 
mand the regular order against all comers until we get it. 
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Mr. ATKINS. Five minutes will not make any difference. 

TheSPEAKER. The question is, Shall the main question be now put? 

Mr. PRICE. Irise to a parliament inquiry: If the main ques- 
tion is not ordered, will not the bill be then open for further remarks 
or for a motion to postpone to a day certain? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. PRICE. Then I hope that the main question will not be 


ordered 

The SPEAKER. That is debate. 

The main question was ordered. 

Mr. EWING moved to reconsider the vote by which the main ques- 
tion was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POUND. Mr. 8 er— 

on 8 pevate is e in orae 

x I rise to a parliamen 1 

The SPEAKER. That 8 order. e 

Mr. POUND. I assume that the debate on this question has closed. 
I have not inflicted on the House any speech on this question ; and I 
do not desire todo so. Iam heartily glad that the discussion has 


closed. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s remarks are in the nature of de- 


ate. 

Mr. POUND. I have crystallized my thoughts on this question in 
an amendment; and I desire now to ask the Speaker in what order 
amendments are to be voted upon? 

TheSPEAKER. In the order in which they were offered. 

Mr. POUND. Before my parliamentary inquiry is closed I desire 
to state I understood the Chair to rule heretofore in reference to the 
question of amendments that an amendment may first be offered 
and then an amendment to that amendment may follow, and then an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. EWING. I demand the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin is now referring 
to amendments iu the order in which they may be offered under the 
rules of the House when he should know the resolution by which 
those rules were suspended indicates the order in which the amend- 
ments should be acted on. That resolution as ey this subject a 
special order suspends all rules of the House which in any way inter- 
fere with it, and especially the rule limiting amendments to the 
second 177 7075 : 

a Mr. E G. Mr. Speaker, I must demand the regular order of 
usiness. 

Mr. POUND, I wish to put a question to the Speaker. [Cries of 
12 15 I think, Mr. Speaker, I am entitled to the courtesy of being 


eard. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is willing to listen to the parliament- 
ary inquiry of the gentleman from Wisconsin. 

Mer, OUND. I have listened to a t deal of talk and now 
think I am entitled to the courtesy of having my question heard by 
the House as well as by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. What point of order does the gentleman make ? 

Mr. POUND, I wish to inquire whether a suspension of the rules 
suspends the rule which determines the order in which amendments 
shall be voted on? 

The SPEAKER. The proper place for that question of order to be 
raised, in the judgment of the Chair, would be after the first amend- 
ment had been voted on, but the Chair, nevertheless, is quite willing 
to decide that point now if such be the wish of the House. 

Mr. POUND. My understanding is this—— 

Mr. EWING. I demand the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Wisconsin raises the point 
of order as to the order in which the amendments pending to this 
bill shall be voted on. Such the Chair understands to be the purpose 
of the gentleman. $ 

Mr. POUND. That is my purpose, and I not only desire the Chair 
to hear me, but I wish gentlemen on the floor to hear me. 

Mr. CLYMER. We prefer to hear the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has looked into the subject and given 
it the most careful consideration, and is as well prepared now to de- 
cide it as at any other time; but the Chair, as he has heretofore 
stated, if there be no objection, would be glad to hear on this subject 
one gentleman on each side. He is willing to hear gentlemen at this 
time or at a subsequent period, whichever the House thinks most 


proper. 

Mr, POUND. Ido not desire to submit any argument, bnt merely 
to put an inquiry to the Chair. I wish to know whether or not the 
suspension of the rules which permitted the introduction of these 
amendments further suspends the rules of the House soas tochange 
the order in which amendments under those rules are to be enter- 
tained and voted on! 

The SPEAKER. The sus 
ject is now being consid 


msion of the rules by which this sub- 
before the House suspended all rules 


which in any way interfered with the order of amendments under 
the resolution by which that suspension took place. This is manifest 
from the words of the resolution, which the 
The Clerk read as follows: 
88 question shall be ordered on it and on any amendments then pend- 
ing, all ame } 


lerk will read. 


udments meanwhile tu be in order. 


The SPEAKER. The suspension of the rules of the House sus- 
pended the usnal rule and directed another and different order in 
which amendments should be received and voted on. In this con- 
nection the Chair desires to have read section 10 of Cushing’s 


anual. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


10. Every deliberative assembly, by the mere fact of its being assembled and 
constituted, does Kujgan, kaerenn adopt and become s t to those rules and 
forms of p ing, wi t which it would be impossible for it to accomplish the 

rposes of its creation. It is perfectly competent, however, for every such 

y—and where the business is of considerable interest and importance, or likely 
to require some time for its accomplishment, it is not unusual—to adopt also cer- 
tain s rules for the regulation of its proceedings. Where this is the case 
these latter supersede the ordinary parliamentary rules in reference to all points 
to which they relate, or add to them in those particulars in reference to which 
there is no parliamentary rule; leaving what may be called the common parlia- 
mentary law in full force in all other respects. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules and practice of the House there 
may be pending at the same time an amendment to the text and an 
amendment to that amendment, and also an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute to the original text in whole or in part, but the sus- 
pension of the rules, as has been the case in this instance, pushes aside 
the rules of the House and ponies aside parliamentary practice in so 
far as the direct language of the resolution under which the House 
is acting provides therefor, Therefore, in reference to this particular 
matter, the Chair has no discretion in connection with the subject, 
but must follow the mandatory language of the resolution of s n- 
sion. In support of that position the Chair desires to have the 
following extract from Jefferson’s Manual. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

If an amendment be proposed inconsistent with one already agreed to, it is a fit 
ground for its rejection by the House, but not within the pan Pom of tho Speaker 
to suppress as if it were against order; for were he permitted to draw qu ns of 
consistence witbin the vortex of order, he might usurp a negative on important 
modifications, and suppress, instead of subserving, the legislative will. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the pro construction, the 
spirit, the very essence of the resolution is to allow all amendments 
offered to be pending, and naturally and logically it follows a vote 
must be taken on each one of those amendments. It is not for the 
Chair to rale, but for the House to decide, whether the amendments 
are inconsistent with one another or not. In this respect the Chair 
will refer to a decision of a former Speaker, Mr. Grow, of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Mr. Lenmax. I hope the gentleman will defer his motion for a few moments. 

Mr. Stevens. If the 5 will renew it afterward, I will. 

Mr. Lesman. I will do so. 

Mr. Jouxsox. I rise toa point of order. I inquire whether the resolution of 
the pensas from Pennsylvania has been entertained by the Chair! 

The SPRAKER. It is entertained as a modification of the original proposition. 

Mr. Jouxson. It und es to repeal an act of C in this: it declares 
that Mr. Lehman should become a contestant of the seat of Mr. Butler contrary to 
the act of Congress of 1851, which provides the manner of contesting seats upon 
this floor. I make the point thatit is not in order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point of order. It is for the Honse and 
not for the Chair to determine what repeals former acts of Congress and what does 
not. 


The SPEAKER. Thus it will be seen, if the Chair were to put any 
other construction than he has in reference to the amendments which 
have been offered and are now pending, he would in fact nullify the 
directory clause of the resolution of the House under which we are 
now acting. It is for the House, therefore, to determine as to the 
amendments themselves when they come to vote upon them. 

Mr. GARFIELD, Allow me to ask a my p other question. What 
the Chair has said is manifestly his clear duty under the resolation 
of suspension, but I sup there are, although I have not looked 
them all through, offered and pending at this time amendments to 
amendments, and it would seem natural to require a vote on those 
suse cent to amendments before the amendments themselves were 
voted on. 

The SPEAKER. There are two amendments. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Ido not see how we can pursue tho order in 
which the amendments. have been printed here. 

The SPEAKER. There are two amendments, the second amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Morrison] and the 
eleventh amendment—— 

Mr. GARFIELD. It seems to me they should be voted on before 
the amendment to which they have been moved is voted on. 

The SPEAKER, The other is the eleventh amendment, offered b 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WARD.] Those two amend- 
ments are new sections, and the Chair is of the opinion they should be 
voted on last. All the other amendments pro to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill and to substitute other provisions there- 
for. This p ing regularly to vote on one amendment after the 
other gives to the House the opportunity to make choice of the entire 
se of what they will enact into law. 

r. GARFIELD. Iam perfectly content with the justice of the 
decision of the Chair and content he should indicate the order in 
which we should vote. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment of the rouse from Illinois 
98 ForT] will first be voted on, and will now be read by the 

Jlerk. 

Mr.CONGER. The Chair invited suggestions from gentlemen upon 

this point of order. F 
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The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mx. CONGER. Lagree with the Chair in his construction of the 
resolution of suspension controlling this matter. The inquiry occurs 
to me growing out of that ruling of the Chair whether, following the 
decision which he has just made, the rule of the House which applies 
to the amending of the original text first and then voting on a sub- 
stitute may not porey apply here; that is to say, whether the 
ameudments to original text of the bill moved in the two new 
sections indicated by the Chair will not, even under the construction 
of the Chair, be properly first voted on; whether that cannot be done 
withont auy violation of the resolution of suspension under which 
the House is now acting ? 

The SPEAKER. The first amendment is an amendment to the origi- 
nal text, and the House first votes on that amendment. The Chair 
has already said, in his judgment, amendments providing for new 
sections should be voted on last. 

Mr. CONGER. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. EDEN. Before the House begins to vote on the amendments 
I ask to withdraw an amendment I offered. 

Mr. GARFIELD. On what 7 

Mr. EDEN. It is the seventh amendment, on page 17. 

Mr. GARFIELD. [I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the sighs, mtor the main 
ee has been ordered, to withdraw his amendment if objection 

6. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry 
or rather it is more a question of fact. Was it not the understanding 
of the House that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nG] who has 
charge of this bill accepted the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Forr? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know what the House under- 
stands, but he does know that, the House having possession of a 
subject, it is not competent for a committee to take from it in any 
respect the right to vote upon an amendment, nor interfere with its 
control. Moreover, in this instance such is not the fact. The Chair 
will read the conversation which took place on that point: 
` Mr. Conarr. I would like to ask the gentleman from Ohio whether that includes 
the ag rard of offering amendments to the bill. 
patie G. The committee instructed mo to yield to the tleman from Mi- 


Fort] to offer the amendment which he attempted to offer yesterday, 
and which is printed with the bill, before demanding the previous question. 


The Chair reads from the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of November 2. 
Again Mr. EWING said: 

I am not instructed by the committee further than to yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Illinois to effer the amendment already indicated. 

On a subsequent day, however, in the RECORD of November 3, the 
following occurred : - 

Mr. Hunnk li. I wish to inquire of the gentleman from Ohio what two amend- 
ments he proposes to allow. 
5 Any two amendments that may be agreed upon by opponents of 

Mr. HUBBELL. Then I ask the gentleman whether he will allow a substitute, 
which I will now send to the desk and have read, to be considered as pending as 
eee ease . the bill upon the amendments th 

j 0.5 e ents o may agree oa e 

desire to offer, but itis our intention to allow boly two amendments. “i 

Mr. Huppert. Will the gentleman allow this substitute to be read! and then 
he can determine whether it will be admitted. 

Mr. EWũãI a. We bave not time. The morning hour is already more than half 


Mr. HUBBELL. Then I shall object to the gentleman's proposition. 
The gentleman’s proposition was to accept an amendment of the 
tleman from Illinois instead of the committee’s bill, and the gen- 
t from Michigan [Mr. HUBBELL] objected, as the gentleman 
from Michi will remember, Then the subsequent action on the 
following Monday brought us under the operation of the suspension 
of the rules of the House by a two-thirds vote. 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. Ew1nG] if he is not willing to accept the amendment offered 
or 8 gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fort] if he had the power to 
0 80 
Mr. CONGER. This is not in order. That is not a parliamentary 


inquiry. 

Mr. EWING. In answer to the gentleman from Pennsylvania I 
would say that I would feel bound to do so under the instructions of 
the committee if I had the power. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the power. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Some of us wanted to know what 
were the wishes of the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The- first amendment that will be voted upon is 
that proposed by the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. FORT. 

Mr. G IELD. I wish to suggest to the Chair that I understand 
the amendment of the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. HUBBELL] is 
an amendment to the bill of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort,] 
and it seems to me it should be first voted on. 3 

The SPEAKER. That is under the usual rule of the House, which 
has been epnd: 

Mr. GARFIELD. All I wish is that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Fort] shall not, if adopted, shut out other 
amendments. 7 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not rule in a way toshut out any 
amendments; but the Chair rules that all must be treated alike. 


Mr. GARFIELD. Very well. 

The Clerk read the first amendment to be voted on, being that 
proposed by Mr. Fort, as follows: 

Striko ont all after the enacting clause, and insert tho following: 

That all that portion of the act approved January 14. 1878, entitled An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments,” which reads as follows, to wit: 
And whenever and so often as circulating notes shall be issued to any such bank- 


or circulating notes, or sò newly organized 
as aforesaid, it shall be the Secretary of the Treas to redeom the 
legal-tender United States notes in excess only of $300,000,000, to amount of $0 
per cent. of the sum of national-bank notes so issued to any such banking associa- 
tion as aforesaid, and to continue such redemption as such circulating notes are 
issued until there shall be outstanding the sum of $300,000,000 of such legal-tender 
United States notes, and no more. And on and after the Ist day of Jan „A. 
D. 1879, the of the Treasury shall redeem, in coin, the United 
be poker notes then —— on their presentation for redemption at the 
office of the assistant treasurer of the United States in the city of New York, in 
sums of not less than $50. And to enable tho Secretary of the Treasury to 
and provide for the redemption in this act authorized or required, he is au zed 
to use any surplus revenue, from time to time, in the Treasury, not otherwise ap- 
propriated, and to issue, sell, and dispose of, at not less than par, in coin, either of 
the descriptions of bonds of the United States described in the act of Congress ap. 
proved July 14, 1870, entitled ‘ An act to authorize the refunding of the national 
debt,’ with like qualities, privil , and exemptions, to the extent necessary to 
carry this act into full effect, to use the thereof for the purposes 
aforcsaid," be, and the same is hereby, re 5 

Amend the title so as to read, A bill to repeal all that of the act approved 
January 14, 1875, known as tho resumption act, which authorized the Secretary of 
the Treasury to dispose of United States bonds and redeem and cancel the green- 
back currency.” 

The question being taken, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FORT. I move to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment was adopted, and also move to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the effect of that would be to 
cut off further amendments. 

Mr. FORT. I do not wish to do that. Would they not come in 
under the rule ? 

The SPEAKER. The rules are suspended. 

Mr. FORT. I withdraw the motion. r- 

Mr. SPRINGER. I suggest that the motion to reconsider is not in 
order until we have gone through all the amendments, ; 

The next amendment, being that proposed by Mr. HUBBELL, was 
read as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and Insert the following: 

That so much of section 3 of an act to provide for resumption of specie payments 
approved January i4, 1875, as provides for the redemption in coin, by the United 
States, of all legal-tender notes outstanding on the Ist day of January, 1879, em~ 
braced in the clause of said section of said act in the language following, to wit: 
And on and after the Ist day of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasu: 
shall redeem in coin the United States legal-tender notes then outstan, ling. on their 
pronen for redemption at tho office of the assistant treasurer of the United 

tates in tho city of New York, in sums of not less than $50," shall be so cotstrued 
as not to authorize or require the Secretary of the Treasury to retire and cancel 
said notes, redeomed as aforesaid, but to authorize and require said Secretary to 
deposit said notes in the Treasury of the United States, whereupon said notes shall 
be paid out, at par value, in discharge of all claims and demands against the United 
States or in exchange for coin ; and said notes shall, as herotofore, continue to be a 
legal tender, and, on and after January 1, 1879, shall be receivable, at their face 
valne, in payment of all dues to the Government, and for all debts, except whero 
coin payment is stipulated by contract or statute; and all provisions of law in 
conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to declare the construction of so much 
of section 3 of an act entitled ‘An act to provide for the resumption of — . — 
8 2 nee January 14, 1875, as provides for the redemption of the 

nited States -tender notes outstanding on the Ist day of January, 1879, and 
to amend the said act of January 14, 1875, and other acts.“ 

Mr. HUBBELL, I call for the yeas and nays on that amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let us have a rising vote first. 

The question being taken, the Speaker announced that the “ noes” 
appeared to have it. 

r. HUBBELL. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KILLINGER. If this amendment should be agreed to what 
effect would it have on the amendment which has just been adopted ? 

The SPEAKER. An affirmative vote would strike out the amend- 
ment just adopted and insert this in its place. 

Mr. OLIVER. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. I wish 
the Chair to state whether the effect of this will not be to strike out 
the Fort amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair has jnst stated, the effect of the 
adoption of this amendment will be to say on the part of the major- 
ity of this House, that they prefer this amendment to the one just 
vt ag offered by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fonr.] 

The qnestion was taken; and there were—yeas 90, nays 158, not 
voting 43; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley, William IL Baker, Ballou, Banks, Bisbee, 
Boyd, Brentano, Brewer, Briggs, Burchard. Burdick, Camp, ao Claflin, 
Rush Clark, Cole, Conger, Jacob D. Cox, Cum Da co Davis, 
Deering, Denison, Dunnell, Dwight, Eames, Ellsworth, I. Newton Evans, Foster, 
Freeman, Frye, Garfield, Hale, Harmer, Benjamin W. Harris, Hendee. Henderson, 
Hubbell, Humphrey, Hungerford, Ittner, James, Frank Jones, Jolin S. Jones, Jor- 

sen, Keighiley, Landers, Lapbam, Lindsey, Lockwood, Loring, Luttrell, Mo- 
wan, McKinley. Metcalie, Mitchell, Monroe, Morse, Norcross, O'Neill, Overton, 
Pacheco, Patterson, Peddie, Pound, Powers, Price, Pagh, Reed, William W. Rico, 
Geoge D. Robinson, Sampson, Shallenberger. Sinuickson, Stewart, Jobn W. Stone, 
Amos Townsend, Wait, Watson, Welch, Harry White, Alpheus S. Williams, 
Andrew Williams, Charles G. Williams, Richard Williams, Willits, and Wren—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, John H. Baker. Banning, Bayne. Beebe, Bell, Blackburn, 

Bland, Boone, Brigg, rogden, Browne. Buckner, Cabell, Cain, John W. Caldwell, 
W. P. Caldwell, Calkins, Cannon, Carlisle. Chalmors, Alvuh A. Clark, John B. 


ing association, so 1 its 8 5 — 
uty of the 


Cobb, Collins, Cook, 
berson. Cutler, Davidson, Joseph J. Davis, Dib- 


Clarke of Eeue John B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Clymer, 


8 Cravens, C 

rell, Dickey, Douglas, Eickhoff, Elam, Errett, John H. Evins, 

Ewing, Felton, Finley, Forney, Fort, Franklin, Fuller, Gardner, Garth, Gibson, Gid- 
Goods, Gunter, Hamil rdenbergh, Henry R. Harris, 


tin, Mayham, son, 

Muldrow, Muller, Oliver, Phelps, Phillips, Potter, Prid Rainey, Randolph, 

2 e oa Ri bins, Robe Robertson 
ilton 


t. 
Bright, Bundy, Butler, Candler, Caswell, . S. Cox. Dar- 


Ji h C. 
Veeder, Walker, Ward, and James 
So Mr. HuBBELI’s amendment was not to. 
During the call of the roll, the following announcements were 


o: : 

Mr. MCMAHON. My colleague from Ohio, Mr. Kerrer, left yes- 
terday evening under the impression that a pair had been arranged 
with Mr. Cox, of New York. Ido not know how either of the gen- 
tlemen would vote on this amendment. It is similar, I believe, to 
the amendment proposed by Mr. KEIER himself. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Mr. SOUTHARD, of Ohio, is paired with 
Mr. POLLARD, of Missouri. If Mr. SOUTHARD were here he would 
vote “no” on this amendment, and I presume Mr. POLLARD would 


vote “ay.” 

Mr. ELLIS. Iam with Mr. VEEDER, of New York. If he 
were here, I ume he would vote “ay ;” I would vote “no.” 

Mr. BRAGG. My colleagne from Wisconsin, Mr. LYNDE, is paired 


with Mr. KETCHAM, of New York, and my colleague, Mr. Bouck, with 
Mr. Hiscock, of New York. If my colleagues were present, they would 
each vote “no” on this amendment and I suppose the gentlemen with 
whom they are paired would vote “ay.” 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina. My colleague, Mr. AIKEN, is paired 
with Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. If present, my colleague would 
vote “no” and Mr. TOWNSEND would vote “ay.” 

Mr. GAUSE. I am paired with Mr. FIELD, of Massachusetts. If 
present he would vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” 7 

Mr. BRIDGES. Iam paired with Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware, who, 
if present, would vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” 

. CLYMER. On this question my colleague from Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Situ, is paired with Mr. BLOUNT, of Georgia. If the former 
were present, he would vote “ay” and the latter would vote “no.” 

Mr. WARD. On this question I am paired with Mr. Sexton, of 
Indiana, who is unavoidably detained from the House. If he were 
here, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. GARFIELD. I did not distinctly hear the announcement of 
my ĉo’) Mr. MCMAHON] in reference to Mr. KEIFER. 

The SP. It was announced that the gentleman’s Sete, 134 
Mr. KEIFER]) was paired with the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
ox z] but no statement was made by the gentleman as to how they 

would have yoted respectively, if present. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I would say that Mr. KEIFER would have voted 
against the bill generally. How he would have voted on this par- 
ticular amendment I do not know; but I i ray he would have 
done as many of us are doing ; voted for it with the hope thereby of 
killing the bill. 

Mr. MCMAHON. Mr. Kerrer has an amendment pending similar 
to this, and I presume he would have voted for this amendment. I 
do not know how Mr. Cox wonld have voted. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. I desire to state that my col- 
leagues, Mr. CASWELL and Mr. HAZELTON, are absent by leave of the 
Horse. If present they would vote “ay.” 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa. I am paired upon this question with Mr. 
Evans, of Indiana, who if present would vote against this amend- 
ment and I should vote in favor of it. 

Mr. PAGE. Upon this question I am pares with the gentleman 
from Virginia, Mr. WALKER. If present, he would vote “no,” and I 
should vote“ = ph 

Mr. DUNNE My colleague, Mr. Strart, is absent by leave of 
the Houee. If he were present, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. BICKNELL. I am paired with the gentleman from New 
York, Mr. BUNDY. If present, he would vote “ay” and 1 should vote 

no. 


The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER. The second amendment, that offered by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Morrison,} will be reserved until the 


end, for the reason that it can stand alone and would be a second 
= to the bill. It would stand alone as an independent amend- 
men 
3 N gh My amendment, I understand, will be germane 
e bill. 
The SPEAKER, Certainly; butit would be asecond section. The 
Olerk will now read 


the next amendment. 


The Clerk read the amendment offered by Mr. POUND, as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the 7 alg | · 

That the third section of the get entitled “ An act to provide for resumpti 
of specie payments,” approved Jannary 14, 1875, be and t 
so as to read as follows, to wit: That section 5177 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, litina Sho aggregato amount of circulating notes of national- 
banking associations, bo, and is hereby, rej 


ation, so increasing its capital or circulatin notes, or so newly organized 

said, it shall be th j 2 A 

tender United States notes in excess only of $350,000,000, to the amount of 40 pe 
on 


of 
York, the United States legal-tender notes then a ms of not less 
than $50, and exchange therefor gold and silver coin of the United States at par, 
such legal-tender notes so received to be again paid out in the same manner as 
heretofore issued and paid out, and shall bo, together with all 5 
tender notes, lawful money and a legal tender in vere of all debts, pub ro 
y 


private, within the Uni States, except where otherwise expressly provided 


contract, 2 

And to enable the ered pa of the Treasury to prepare and provide for the ex- 
chango in this act authorized or required, ey po te mee aay surplus rev- 
ennes, from time to time, in the Treasury, not 5 ted, 

„ and dispose of, at not less then par, in coin, either of 
of the United States described in the actof Congress 
titled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national 
privileges, and exemptions, to tho extent necessary to 
and to use the proceeds thereof for the purposes af 
law inconsistent with the pro is act are 

Amend the title so as to read; A bill to amend the section of the act en- 
titled ‘An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments.“ 


The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
amendment was not agreed to, 2 

Mr. POUND. Tosave time I will ask for tellers rather than for the 
yeas and nays. A 
ee were not ordered, only seventeen members voting in favor 

ereof. 

Mr. POUND. I now call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only twenty-nine members 
voting in favor thereof. 

The Clerk then read the next amendment, offered by Mr. Cox, of 
Ohio, as follows: 

Strike ont all after the enacting clause and insert the following : 

. January 14, 1875, entitled “An act to provide for 

the 5 of specie payments.“ be so amended 


reby, re 

g notes 

peed Pose 3 a ee eee ee 
without respect to aggregate limit 

drawal and redistribution of national bank ¢ 


York, in sums of not less than 550, red 2 
at the rate of ninety-seven cents e coin; and on 


under 


A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury I, under the same limitati in S 
manner, redeem said notes at the rate of ninety-eight cents on the hares coin; 


and on and after the Ist day of July, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of 
30 like manner, redeem said notes at the rato of 


8 repent 
are greg on the dollar, in $ 
on and after the is: day of July, A. D. „ the Secretary of the 
limitations, in lik 


one-half cents on the dollar, in coin; and on and after the Ist day of 
D. 1881, the Secretary of the Treasury shall, under the same limitations, in like 
manner, redeem said 3 in coin. And the said legal-tender notes which 
may bo in excess of the sum of $300,000,000 s 

canceled and destroyed, as shall also the i 


be reduced, by such Agee wy. ree as aforesai 
any further sums of said notes whi om be 


$300,000, 
is act, shall not be canceled 


visions of 
any a 


provisions of law incomeiatent with tn provielens of Gio net ave BADOU Y copenled- 


The question was taken; and upon a division there were ayes 17, 
noes not counted. 
So the amendment was not to. : 
5 a Clerk read the next amendment, offered by Mr. CUMMINGS, as 
ollows : 


Strike out all after . and insert the following: 
That as soon after January 1, A. D. 1879, as, in the opinion of the President of 
the United States and the of the the coin reserve held 


cones „the 
of the United States, arising either from receipts of revenue, by purchase 
act, or otherwise, is suflicient to authorize tho Government of the United 
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States to commence tho pea yr of United States legal-tender notes, then the 
Secretary of the Treasury F ice thereof, and t 6 
deem, in United States gold or silver coin, or both, hes a notes as ma; 
resented for redemption, provided said notes shall be presen sums of not 
Than 850, at the office of the assistant treasurer of the 


New York. And so much of section porter ur nace peti roved January 14, 
1875, entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of pepan sere 
3 3 


t 6 hater i A ienes z 
men ; w er reissued or 
— À continue to be legal tender to tho same extent as before the 
of this act, notwitbstanding tho t shall have commenced their 

redemption as herein provided. 

Src. 2. That section 3516 of the Revised Statutes, prohibiting the of the 
silver dollar, be, and is hereby, ed: and the second subdivision of section 
— of the Statu 


tes, pi ding for the setting N sinking fund, is 
ereby suspended until such time as the Government of the United States shall 


8 there may now or nee be 0 Treaty. of ithe Tnited States 4 

priated, to pa silver bullion, and have the samo coined into 

y this act; and said coins shall be set apart and held 

of the Treasury shall commence the redemp- 

coin, of the Umted States legal-tender notes outstanding. And after said 

commencement of redemption, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and di- 

rected to use such other and further revenuo, or so much thereof as may be re- 

quired therefor, in the —— of silver bullion for coinage, or silver or gold coin, 
as the samo may be needed to maintain such redemption. 

Sec. 4. That ine shall be, from time to time, struck and coined, at the Mint of 

the ar ae pistes and the branches thereof, silver dollars of the weight of 412} 

9 1 as porto in the act of sey, 18, 1837, on 


ed under the national bank- 
as are now or 


co! 
to be kop in sect ions 519 S102 3 and 5193 of the Statutes of the United States. 
vere Ta law inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
pen Bat the Site so as to read: “A bill making gradual provision for the resump- 
2 payments, and for other purposes. 


Ss nestion was taken; and the amendment was not agreed to. 
lerk read the next amendment, offered by Mr. HEWITT, of 
New Vork, as follows: 


Strike out all after =r sancti 


Ga ag and insert the followin; 
he the Treasury is he ot 


reby authorized and required to accumu- 


— in addition 19 bad gerekse as ean deei ppb Baer Z 
in as nearly eq 7... gt rpad eiar 
ere bullion ant kes samo as a special fund, 


the United States legal-tender n 
lion in 


aggregate to 
cent. of the outstanding legal-tender notes; and it shall be the daty of — 
— of the Treasury, at some time in his discretion before the gold so accu- 
mulated shall exceed the amount of outstanding legal-tender notes, to give anal 
notice that the said legal-tender notes will be 3 in coin on their presenta- 
tion at the office of the assistant treasurer in the city of Now York; and after 
such notice the said notes shall cease to be a legal tender for the payment of debts, 


f the bel ons We provide for 
the redempti ja yapa Mather thie net autho required, he is 
hereby prohibited from selling any gold in the Treasury after tee Ist lst day of Jan- 

next, except in excess of the annual reservation of $50,000,000 herein pro- 
vided for; and in order to accumulate the gold fund herein provided for, he is * 
T 2 8 1 other - 
wise d, so far as 8 — by dec. i se of, at 
not less than par, in „ either of the d 8 n the 
act entitled “An act to oe for the 3 tion of 8 payments,” "approved 


January 14, A. D. 1875, and to use the purposes 
ling forty pee the said bonds payable in 
and bearing such lower rate of in- 


visions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this act 


are 2 and to the extent of the gold and l. tender notes accumu- 
lated ry in in accordance with the 1 this act, the obligation 
to N bonds for the borer as ip 1 is hereb: 

the oues as to read: the actentitled 7 25 = provide 


for the resump eee proved January 14, A. D. 
The question was taken; and the amendment was bs to. 
The Clerk read the next amendment, offered by Mr. EDEN, as 
follows: 
Strike out all after the 


yoyma, 8 J. 14, — 25 d the samo is hereby, ro- 
— >E after the the passage of this ase bate Oo: shall be no further 
asue of the circulating notes of nati: ons, except to replace 
such as are or gon ag Pata cage gre oE 3 And all provisions of 
law inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 
Mr. EDEN. That amendment has been withdrawn. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] ob- 
jected to its withdrawal. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I would like to have it voted on. 
The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 4, 
noes not counted. 
So the amendment was not 28 to. 
A 3 next amendment, by Mr. CHITTENDEN, was then read, as 
‘ollows: 
Whereas the legal-tender notes of the United States when first issued were. by a 
provision of the act authorizing them, fundable at the option of holders into bonds 
tf the United States bearing 6 per cent. annual interest 
And whereas but for such 8 for funding 8 the Secretary of tho 
nor either House of 
And whereas the exigencies of a prolonged civil war 
drawal of the said funding provision of the l 


-tender ac 
And whereas the Government of the United States is 3 and firmly bound 
by act of Congress, approved January 14, 1875, to provide for the redemption in 
coin of its legal-tender notes on and a the Ist day of January, 1879; 


And whereas the United States must, like all other debtors, public or private, 


provide for and pay all its honest obligations to the extent of its means and resourves 
or be discredit nea dishonored : 2 N 

Bao it enacted 6 of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and pA a Barens, 


as the preparations be madi 
— 1 — tender notes of the United States, whenever — — bythe h holders thereof, 
issue therefor, dollar for dollar of face ae cou! tered bonds of 
inal | the United Siate Weile Aa ble in Id e I Sa 
an ac 0 a on o years 
5 1877, an 0 — the rate of 4 per cent. per 


annum, payable quarterly in goi- 
Sec. 2. That the bonds authorized by this act shall be available for deposit in the 
under the various provisions 


Treasury of the United States for banking purposes 
of law relating to national banks. m 

ars 3. That the legal-tender notes received . bonds under this act 
shall be ges aa mace under such regulations as the Secre of the Treasury may 
1 4. That all laws inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 


Mr. CHITTENDEN. Have I the right to modify my amendment 
soas to substitute the word “coin” for the word “ gold,” where it 
first occurs in the proviso of the first section? 

The SPEAKER. That can be done if there be no objection. 

a objection was made, and the amendment was modified accord- 


in 
25 question 5 taken upon the amendment, as modified ; and it 
was not 
The next . by Mr. KEIFER, was read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 
That nothing in the “act to provide for the resam 3 e paymenta. 
rg ithe January 14 14, A. D. 1875, shall be so cons or require 
ry to ee and cancel any United E States legal-tendor 
notes prin wo e which 3 on Ji 1, A. D, 1879, 
under the act,or which may then be in the of tho 
United States avocado or which ma come into the 2 
than by redemption ; but said act shall be held and construed to author- 
ize and require said to return said notes to the to be paid 


55 of specie payments,’ approved January 14. 
The amendment was not 
The next amendment, by DEERING, was read, as follows: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the following 
That the third section of the act approved January 14, ais entitled “An act to pro- 

vide for the resum; on of specie yments,“ be amended b; the word 


to. 


“seventy-nine” ty. or so soon thereafter as there shall have been 
accumulated in of the United States, for th of 8 
United States tender notes, a special in gold and silver coin or balli 

not less than $150,000,000 ;“ and by inserting after the words dollars the fol- 
lowing: “ United States legal-tender notes shall not be canceled or 
stroyed, ho paor por peere y the Secretary of the Treasury in the same manner as 
heretofore issned an d paid out, n and at such times as the wants of the country may 

And such legal-tender notes shall be 


Eaka t of all debts, publio and pt whero otherwise è 8 5 
ent o. ext W - 
S publio a cept exp y stipu 
Src. 

the 


— DTT of £ the Revised Statutes of the United 8 limiti 
of the a 
of notes of national-banking and dis 


here — and hexisting ban 
' eac 
notes in * 


. —— ts 
rdance with existing law wi 


and new benking 2 may be 
out réspect 1 * limit; and the provisions of law for the with. 
drawal and redistribution of national-bank currency among the se: and 
Territories are hereby And whenever, and so often, as otes 
shall be issued to any so increasing ite capi orcireulating 
[occa tna ing TAEA d, it shall be the duty of the of t 
toredeem the cent of the tender United States notes in excess „000,000 


ary 
to the amount of 80 


in 
legal-tender ote a 
than $150,000,000, the Tousen, in coin, the United 
States legal-tender notes then outstanding on ee tion for redemption, at 
the office of the Assistant Treasurer of the United tates = the city ef New York 
of not less than 850, United legal-tender notes so redeemed shali 


tion, oF not less 


enacting clause, tho stewing in sums States 
That section 3 of the act entitled 2 rh to y grime ng #4 resumption of | not be canceled or destroyed, but shall be reissued by the Secretary of the Treas- 


1877. 
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ury, in the same manner as heretofore issued and pald out, and at auch times as 
the wants of the country may require; and such legal-tender notes shall be lawful 
money, and a legal-tenter in payment of all debts, public and private, except 
whero otherwise expressly stipulated by law or contract. And to enable the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to et or aud provide forthe redemption in this act anthor- 
ized or required, he is authorized to use any surplus revenues, from time to time, 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and to issue, aud di of, at 
not less than par, in coin, cither of the descriptions of bonds of the United States 
described in the act of Congress a rarer. July 14, 1870, entitled “An ect to author- 
ize the refunding of the national t,” with like qualities, privileges, and exemp- 
tions, to the extent neoessary to carry this act into full effect, and to use the pro- 
ceeds thereof for the purposes aforesaid, And all provisions of law inconsistout 
with the provisions of this act are hereby re $ 

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to so amend the act ai ved January 14 
1875, known as the resumption act, as to extend the time fixed for resumption, an: 
to require that United States legal-tender notes shall be reissued and continued in 

tion after redemption.” 


The amendment was not to. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read the amendment offered 
by the gentloman from Illinois, [Mr. ALDRIcH.] 

Mr. PATTERSON. What has become of the amendment offered 
by Mr. Warp, which is the next in order on the printed list? 

The SPEAKER. That amendment is an additional section to the 
2 will be voted upon in its proper place. 

The amendment offered by Mr. ALDRICH was read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the following: 

That so much of section à. of the act entitled “ An act to provide for the resump- 
tion of specie payments,” . January 14, 1875, as authorizes or makes it the 
duty of the retary of the ‘Treasury to redeem the legal-tender notes of the 
United States in excess of $300,000,000 to the amount of 80 per cent. of the sum of 
national-bank notes which may be issued as expressed in said act, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed ; that no further reduction of the outstanding legal-tender 
United States notes shall be made; and any legal-tender notes which may be re- 
deemed in coin on and after January 1, 1879, as provided in said act, may be reis- 
sued from time to time, as the exigencies of the public interest may require. 

Amend the title so as to read: “A blil to amend tho act entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the resumption of specie payments, approved January 14, 1875." 


The amendment was not agreed to. 
The next amendment, by Mr. STENGER, was read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the following: 

That the resumption-day clanse in section 3 of an act entitled An act to provide 
for the resumption of kapeo payments," cS font een January 14, 1875, which clanse 
is in the following w to wit: “On and after the Ist 8 January, A. D. 
1870, the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem, in coin, the United States 7 e 
tender notes then g, on their 8 for redemption at the oftice 
of the assistant treasurer of the United States in the city of New York, in sams 
of not less than $50,"' be, and the same is hereby, repeal 

Amend the title so asto read: A bill to repeal the resumption-day clause in the 
resumption act of 1875.“ 


Mr. BEEBE. On that amendment I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 16, nays 231, not 
voting 44; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Beebo, Cl 
Loc! , Luttrell, 


er, Eickhoff Ellsworth, Errett, Frank Jones, Killin- 
ger, kwood, M 
=e A heua S. Williams—i6. 


orrison, Ryan, Stenger, Thompson, Harry White, 


vis, Joseph J. . Denison, Di 
Durham, Dr Eames, Eden, Elam, I. Newton Evans, John 
Evins, Ewing, Felton, Finley, Forney, F. Foster, Frank 
Fuller, Gardner, Garfield, Garth, Gibson, Giddin 
Hanna, Harlenbergh, Harmer. 
Harria, Harrison, 

Henderson, Henkle, pan 
Hooker, H Hub um y, Hungerford, Hunter, Hunton, Ittner, James, 
James Taylor Jones, John S. Jorgensen, Joyce, Keightley, Kelley, Kenna, 
i Knapp, Knott, pham, Lathrop, Ligon, deoy, Loring, 
Mackey, Manuing, Marsh MoCook, McGowan, M pet Rect 
Mahon, Metcalfe. Mills, Monroe, Morgan, 8 Mul A 

erton, 4 nae Patterson, A ees a 

Pug uinn, Rainey, Rando! 7 Rea, 
fie Y e, Riddle, Robbin Rob- 
„Scales, eicher, Shallenberger, Shel) Si 
illiam E. Smith, Sparks, Springer, Stocle, ee J 
burgh, Throckmorton, aipin, Amos Townsend, Richard W. Townshend, Tucker, 
Turner, Turney, Vance, Van 5 Waddell, Wait, Walin vaa, Warner, Wat- 
Weich. Michael D. White, tthorne, “Andrew Williama, Charles G. Will 


ilson, Wood, Wren, Wriges. 
G—Mosers. Alken, Benedict, 
Bris Bright, Bundy, Butler, Candler, Caswell, Chittenden, Samuel S. Cox, Dar- 
L. Evans, Field, Gauso, ton, Hazelton, Hiscock, Keifer, 
. Slap . Veen O. Stoner Strait, Manin T 
a . n 
Townsend, Veoder, Walker, and James Williamns—44. er 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 
Mr. I am paired on questions relating to this bill with 
Mr. VEEDER, of New York. If present, I presume he would vote 
“ay z I should vote “no.” i 
Mr. MONEY, Iam paired with Mr. Briss, of New York. I do not 
know how lie would vote, but, if he were present, I would vote “no.” 


Mr. BRAGG, My colleague, Mr. Bouck, is paired on this bill with 

. Hiscock. If present, Mr. Bouck would vote against all these 

* und, Tre, Mr. Hiscock would vote for some of 
a 


Mr. MCMAHON. Upon this question, Mr. Kemer, of Ohio, con- 


siders himself paired with Mr. Cox, of New York. If Mr. KEIFER 
were here, he would vote “no.” I am not informed how Mr. Cox 
would vote; perhaps he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. CLYMER. My colleague, Mr. Smrru, of Pennsylvania, is paired 
with Mr. BLOUNT, of ia. I presume, if Mr. Smrru were here, he 
would vote “no.” How Mr. BLOUNT would vote I cannot say. 

Mr. POUND, Iam paired on all political questions with my col- 
league, Governor Bouck, I understand that the principle incorporated 
in this amendment was especially recommended by the democratic 
8 convention at Saint Louis last year, and thertfore I shall 
not vote. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The next amendment, by Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, was read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

That the third section of the act entitled “An act to provide for tho tion 
of specie payments," approved January 14, 1875, be, and the same is hereby, 
amended so as to read as follows, t: 

That section 5177 of tho Revised Statutes of the United Staton Haiei the 
2 amaount of circulating notes of natlonal-bankin tions be, and 
is hereby, repealod; and each existing banking may increase its 
circulating notes in accordance with existing law without respect to said aggro- 
gate limit; and new banking tions way be in accordance with 
existing law without respect to said aggregate limit; and the provisions of 
law for the withdrawal and redistribution of national-bank carrency among the 
several States and Territories are hereby repealed. And whenever and sò often 
RS 3 notes shall he issued to any such banking association so increas- 

as aforesaid, it shall 


States 


And the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States is hereby authorized and 
ry of the United States, in coin of ae 
n 


and provide for the ex- 
to use oy surplus rev- 
Opak and to issue, 
o descriptions of bonds 
of tho United States described in the act of Congress Ete aly 14, 1870, en- 
aoe “An =e to 3 the Eps oon of the national dob Fe oy 9 
eges, and exemptions, to the extent necessary to actin e! 

and to uso the Srat EPS thereof for the purposes 9 ; and all provisions of 
law inconsistent with the provisions of act are hereby ed. 

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to amend the third section of the act en- 


titled An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,’ ” 


The amendment was not agreed to. 

The next amendment was the one offered by Mr. PATTERSON, to 
striko out the enacting clause of the bill, 

The question was taken; and the amendment was not agreed to. 

The next amendment was the one offered by Mr. Wiis, of New 
ores to strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the fol- 

Wing: o 

That the Score of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 

or 


to prepare bonds of the United States, either cou registered, to an amount 
which may be found n arrea e into effect the provisions of this act, 
said 6760 twenty, fifty, one hundred dollars, or 

coin at the expiration of forty years 


any ope thereof, and to be Send in 
st day of January, A. D. 1878. 
Src. 2. That said bonds shall bear interest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, 
paame in coin semi-annually. X 
EC. 3. That said bonds shall be exchanged, at not less than their face value, into 
any United States legal-tender not 
. 4. That sail bonds shall beavailablo for tin 
States by national-banking associations as 


5 4 W to the Government under the provisions 
0 
Bec. 5. That all the legal-tender notes received in exchange for the bonds to be 
5 yed under such regulations as the of 
e 


Treasury may prescribe, $ 
Sec. 6, That all crovisions of law inconsistent witb the provisions of this act be, 
the same are hereby, ed. 

Amend the title so it will read: "An act to facilitate the execution of an acten- 
titled ‘An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,’ and supplement- 
ary thereto.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. FORT. LI believe all the propositions by way of substitute have 
been voted upon. If in order I would move to reconsider the vote by 
which the substitute I offered was adopted, and I also move to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was to. 

The SPEAKER. The next amendment is the one offered by the 
1 8 from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] as an additional section, and 

t will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk as follows: 


Sao. —. That d 


ws required to maln 
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Mr. GARFIELD. That requires the national banks to accumulate 
uns and I ask for a division on that amendment. 
Fie gaon was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 43, 


noes 1 
Before the result of. this vote was announced, 
Lae LUTTRELL called for the yeas and nays; 
3 and nays were not ordered; there being upon a division 
ayes 27, noes 175; not one-fifth in the affirmative. 
The next amendment was by Mr. Warp, to add the following: 


SrO — N. oe aali In this act contained shall be construed to affect the pa: 
9 n 1879, for wages of labor, or any 
date aforesaid for wages of labor. But all such 7 
don a sor to become dae Thereafter, for wages of labor as aforesaid, shall 
be legali; in such coin or notes as shall be by the laws of the United 
States ar ped tender, es limitation as te amount, for the payment 
of all debte, pul lie and private, including duties on imports. 


Mr. WARD. I ask for the yeas and nays on that amendment. 
The I apr was taken upon ordering the yeas and nays; and upon 
a division there were—ayes 42, noes 168; one-fifth voting in ihe 
affirmative. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair votes in the negative, and the yeas 
rare nays are not ordered. a 
JONGER, I call pa tellers on ordering the yeas and nays. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Concer and Mr. EWING were ap- 
pointe 
The House again divided; and the tellers reported that there were 
ayes 55, noes not coun 
So (the affirmative being more than one-fifth of the last yote) the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I make the 181 of order that the pending 
amendment Is not germane to this bill 
The SPEAKER. That is for the House to determine, not ſor the 
Chair. According to the ruling of the Chair this morning he has no 
right to rule an eee out of order on that ground. The Clerk 
l read the r 
The Clerk bore as follows: 


Tf an amendment be inconsistent ‘with one already agreed to, it is a fit 


und for its rejection by the Ae but not within the ar of the Speaker 

suppress as if it wore neninat ; for were he Rennes to draw questions of 

consistence within the vortex or ate order, he might nsu Pitra mapen on important 
modifications, and suppress, instead of subserving the legislative will. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair also calls attention to what was read 
this morning: 

It is for the House and not for the Chair to determine what repeals former acts of 
Congress and what does not. 


Mr. SPRINGER. The difference between the rule read by the Clerk 
and the point of order made by the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Rice] 
is this: no amendment has been adopted with which this amendment 
is inconsistent. That is not the point the gentleman makes; but the 
point is that this pending amendment is not germane to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know but what it is germane; 
he is inclined to think it is. If it were not, however, the objection 
comes too late. 

The que uestion was taken; and there were—yeas 127, nays 129, not 
voting 35; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesars. Aldrich, Bacon, Bagley, William H. Baker, Ballon, Banks, 
Bisbee, Blair, Boy: rentano, Pay 
Campbell, Chittenden, Clattin, Alvah 
son, ye 848858 8 ora PE 
man, Ere Hale, H „ Harmer, 

Jodo Abram S. Hewitt, Hubbell, Hump 
22 8 Ki 


e e ue Morrison, M 
patti erson, Potter, 


n, Sepp, f — 
TROD, Ames d, Van Vi Wai 
Ward, Warner, Wa Wa feo, Hem Wel ary Wh to, Alpheus an K. Willows, pcm Wil: 
= 5 Benjamin A, Willis, Willits, Wood, 
ren — 


NAYS—Mesars. Atkins, John H. Baker, Banning, Bayn: 


o, Bell, Blackburn, Bland, 
Boone, Brogden, Brow. 
Cald 85 


Buckner, Butler, Cabell, John W. Cald W. P. 
lo, mimes B, Clarke of Kentucky, John 
Cra Cri 


eat ell. Haskell Hatehen Il. Hayes; 
tt, Hooker, 2 Hunter, 


. e ain „Ligon, any 
„ Rea, 


Money, 3 


5 
ames o Martim Metvenst ey. Ki 
Maldvon ning arch Ma Phillips: Pet 
Riddle, Robbins, Robe: 
Beal ; 
2 W. n Tucker, Turner, Tu 
White, Whitthorne, Jero N. W 


Was, Wisse W esa H Tae sick Darra li Pl: 8 
Fiela Ganse, 6 Hazelton, eok Nel ay Lynda, Nea Sie aes 


Sialla A. Horr Brai e 
I. Townsend, ö Williams—35. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


After the call of the roll had begun 

Mr. CONGER said: Some gentlemen do not understand the 
uestion. Is it on the amendment to pay the laboring-men in gold? 
Cries of “ Order!“ 

The SPEAKER. The roll-call will proceed. 

During the roll-call the ante 8 were made: 


Mr. GAUSE. Iam with gentleman f from New York, Mr. 
8 8. If he were here, he would vote “ay” and I should vote 

no. 

Mr. STONE. I am paired with the gentleman from Indiana, 


Mr, EVANS. If he were present, ho would vote “no” and I should 
vote “ay. 

Mr. CLYMER. My racers pi Mr. A. Herr Smirn, is paired with 
the gentleman from Geo Mr. Brount. Mr. Surrn would vote 
“ay” and Mr. BLOUNT “no. 

Mr. KETCHAM. Iam paired with the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
Mr tit If he were present, he would vote “no” and I should 
vote “a, 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The SPEAKER. The next question is on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to reconsider the vote just taken on tho 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, ae Warp.] 

Mr. FO I move to Jay that motion on the table, 

A MEMBER. The 2 from Michigan [Mr. Concer] did not 
yae with the prevailing side. 

FORT. I submit that the ee from Michigan is too late 
with ‘his motion to reconsider, e Speaker had announced the next 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the motion comes too late. 
Sore es I move to postpone the further consideration of tho 

until—— 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not now in order. 

The bill was ordered to be en and read a third time. 

Mr. EWING moved to ee er the vote just taken; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion Peat, Spt hye 
The bill, being on , was read the third time. 
1 SPEAKER. The question now recurs on the passage of the 


Mr. EWING. On that I demand the previous question. 
The previons question was seconded and the main question ordered, 
The SPEAKE The bill, as amended, will be read, so that mem- 
bers may understand what they are voting upon. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
“resumption ack, which authorised the Seon esadi ra ie 


mere pee act, which authorized 
pt 


known as th 
8 


Aud on 


— Haag Secretary 4 
or notes then outstandi ir presentation for 5 
the United States in tho city of New oe 3 
less than $50, And to enable the of quired, he iy autor 


aa GARFIELD. On the passage of the bill I call for the yeas and 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 133, nays 120, not 
voting 333 as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkins, John II. Baker, Banning, Bayne, 
Buol 8 oe 


Beana; Bragg, oai — kner, aue 
wi rE arene n le, Chalmers, Kentucky. Joka 
jr. of = Dobbs Seller “og Cravens, Cite alberson, 
Da ATI ee Dibrell, — las, N or 
fhe gy yf ght age elton, Finley, Forney, Fran 
Garth, Giddings, Glover, Goode, Gunter, Hamilton, Hoary 
Hartridge, zoll, Haskell, Hatcher, Ha 
Hiebert Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Hooker, H 


Mackey, 


eee * 


and N 
NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Bacon, ey William IL Baker, Pao wy 10 
Beebe, im, Cain Cam Bisbee, K 55 8 Bri, Burchard. B. 
— wah A. Clark, Rush Clark. Cole, 


Da 
Ellsworth, I. Nowton Evans, 


1877. 
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Harmer, in 
endee, Henderson, Abram 8. Hewitt, Hubbel 88 


, Schleicher, Shallenberger, Sinnickson, Stenger, Stewart, 
— id, Wait, Warner, Watson. Welch. 
Alpheus S. Williams, Andrew Williams, Charles 1 Williams, Richard Williams, 


Bundy, Butler, Candler, muel 8. Darrall, vans, 
Field, G Hazelton, Hiscock, Keifer, Ketcham, trate. — Neal, Pollard, 
Sexton, Smalls Southard, 5 hens, Joseph C. Stone, 
Strait, Swann, Martin I. Townsend, Veeder, Ward, and James Williams—3s. 


So the bill was passed. 

During the vote, 

Mr. MONEY stated that he was paired with Mr. Buss, of New 
York, who, if present, would vote in the negative, while he himself 
would vote in the affirmative, 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, stated that his colleague, Mr. POLLARD, 
was paired with Mr. SouTHaRD, who, if present, would vote in the 
negative, while his colleague would vote in the affirmative. 

. ELLIS stated that he was paired with Mr. VEEDER, who, if 

resent, would vote in the negative, while he himself would vote 
the affirmative. 

Mr. BRAGG stated that his colleagne, Mr. Bouck, was paired with 
Mr. Hiscock, who, if present, would vote in the negative, while his 
colleague would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. MCMAHON said: I desire to state that my colleague, General 
KEIFER, left the city yesterday evening under the impression he had 
a pair arranged with Mr. Cox, of New York. If General KEIFER 
were here, he would vote “no.” Iam not authorized to say how Mr. 
Cox would vote. 

Mr. ATKINS stated that his colleague, Mr. BRIGHT, who was ab- 
sent because of death in his family, would, if present, vote in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. GAUSE stated that he was paired with Mr. FIELD, who, if 
N would vote in the negative, while he himself would vote in 

0 tive. 

Mr. BRIDGES said: I have already stated that I am paired with 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware, who would have voted “ay” on the 
amendments and I would have voted “no.” Our positions are now 
changed on this question. I would have voted “ay” and he would 
have voted “ no.” 

Mr. CLYMER stated that his colleague, Mr. A. Herr SMITH, was 
paired with Mr, BLOUNT, of Georgia, who, if present, would vote in 
the affirmative, while his coll o would vote in the negative. 

Mr. LEON. stated that his colleague, Mr. DARRALL, who was 
absent by leave of the House, would, if present, vote in the negative. 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, stated that his pings je Mr. y pad 
was paired with Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, who, if present, would 
vote in the negative, while his colleague would vote in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. WARD stated that he was paired with Mr. SEXTON, who, if pre- 
sent, would vote in the affirmative, while he himself would vote in the 
n ive. à * 

. CLARK, of Iowa, stated that his pair with the gentleman from 
Tenn Mr. Bricut, having expired some days ago, he would now 
vote in the negative. 

Mr. COOK stated that his colleagues, Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, 
and Mr. CANDLER, were paired, and that Mr. STEPHENS would vote in 
the affirmative, while Mr. CANDLER would vote in the negative. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin stated that his rigor ss Mr Cas- 
WELL and Mr. HAZELTON, who were absent, would, i 
in the ee 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa stated that he was paired with Mr. . or 
Indiana, who, if present, would vote in the affirmative, while he - 
self would vote in the negative. 

Mr. KETCHAM stated that he was paired with Mr. LYNDE, who 
would vote in the affirmative, while he himself would vote in the 
negative. 

r. JAMES stated that his colleague, Mr. STARIN, was paired with 
Mr. NEAL, who, if present, would vote in the affirmative, while his 
coll e would vote in the negative. 

Mr. DUNNELL stated that his colleague, Mr. STRAIT, who was 
absent by leave of the House, would, if present, vote in the negative. 

Mr. DERSON said: I am requested to state by my 8 
Mr, BICKNELL, that he is paired with Mr. Bunpy, of New York. If 
Mr, BICKNELL were present, he would vote “ay,” and Mr. BUNDY, if 
present, would vote “no.” 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. EWING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. : 


present, vote 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. WOOD. I move that when the House adjourn to-day it be to 


meet on Monday next. 
Several MEMBERS, Say Tuesday. 


Mr. WOOD. I accept the suggestion, and will insert Tuesday in 
my motion. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


The SPEAKER. Pending that motion, the Chair will submit to the 
House the following requests for leave of absence: 

Mr. BALLOU asks leave of absence for the rest of the session, on 
account of sickness; 

? a Wart, for the rest of the session, on account of sickness in his 
‘amily ; 

Mr. SPARKS, on account of illness; 

Mr. QUINN, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family ; 

Mr. Davis, of North Carolina, for eight days from Tuesday next; 

Mr. WRIGAT, from Saturday until December 8; 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York, for the balance of the session, on ac- 
count of important business; 

Mr. KEIFER, indefinitely, on account of important business ; 

Mr. ERRETT, for one week from to-morrow ; 

Mr. BRIDGES, for the remainder of the session ; 

Mr. LYxNDeE, for the remainder of the session, on account of import- 
ant business ; 

Mr. BLOUNT, for ten days, on account of important business; 

Mr. WALKER, for three days, on account of important business; 

Mr. NEAL, indefinitely, on account of important business; 

5 Mr. Bouck, for the rest of the session, on account of important 
usiness; 

Mr. Cox, of New York, for the rest of the session ; 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, for the remainder of the extra session, on account 
of important business ; : 

Mr. BREWER, for ten days, on account of sickness; 

Mr. COLE, until December 1 ; 

Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire, until December 1; 

Mr. JAMES, for the balance of the extra session ; 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan, for the balance of the extra session, on 
account of sickness in his family; 

Mr. McManovn, for the balance of the session, on account of im- 
portant business ; 

Mr. METCALFE, for eight days, on account of urgent business ; 

Mr. MoRsE, for the remainder of the extra session; 

Mr. KELLEY, from Monday next; 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, for the rest of the session ; 

Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts, for the rest of the session, on account 
of important business; 

a Mr. FINLEY; for the rest of the session, on account of important 
usiness; 

Mr. LEONARD, indefinitely, on account of sickness of his business 
agent; 

Mr. Evans, of Pennsylvania, for the rest of the seasion ; 

Mr. Hayes, for the remainder of the session ; . 

Mr. CABELL, for four days from Tuesday next; 

Mr. CLAFLIN, for the rest of the session ; 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, for the balance of the session; 

Mr. MITCHELL, for the rest of the session ; 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, for the rest of the session ; 

Mr. ALDRICH, for the rest of the session; 

Mr. PEDDIE, till the 3d of December, on account of important business; 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, for one week ; 

Mr. Harrison, for the remainder of the extra session; and 

Mr. SINNICKSON, until December L. 

Before the reading of the lists of requests was completed, f 

Mr. WOOD said: I must object to granting leave of absence in so 
many cases that the House will be left without a quorum. 

The SPEAKER, It is the duty of the Chair to lay these requests 
before the House. 

Mr. WOOD. I must object, if the effect will be to leave the House 
without a quorum. y 

Mr. GARFIELD. I would suggest to the gentleman that he except 
from his objection the requests of gentlemen for leave of absence on 
account of sickness. 

Mr. WOOD. We expect to adjourn finally by Tuesday, and I hope 
gentlemen will not leave us without a quorum; and I must object to 
any leave of absence except in case of sickness. 

he SP. The Chair is unable to say how many of the re- 
quests are on account of sickness. 

Mr. KELLEY. Lask the tleman from New York to withdraw 
his objection in my case. I have met with an accident, and require 
to have rest. 

Mr. WOOD. I wish to know how many gentlemen have asked 
leave of absence. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks about forty. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I presume the objection will be withdrawn if it 
is understood that or bape n on account of sickness are granted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York objects to the re- 
quests for leave of absence, and they are all vacated. 

Mr. WOOD. I withdraw the objection in all cases of sickness. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will put the question. Is there objec- 
tion where gentlemen have asked leave of absence on account of 
their own sickness or the sickness of members of their family to that 
leave being granted to them? 


There was no objection. 
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MOLINE WATER-POWER COMPANY. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the report of the com- 
mission appointed by joint resolution of March 3, 1877, to examine 
contracts between the United States and the Moline Water-Power 


Company. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I move that the communication and the ac- 
companying report be printed and referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, by unanimous consent, 
leave was given to withdraw from the files of the House papers in 
vhe case of G. E. W. Sharratts. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Woop] that when the House adjourns to-day 
it be to meet on Tuesday next. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman from New York, if he can fix 
a day for the final adjournment, to fix it by resolution to-night. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Michigan is as well aware as I 
am that to fix positively the final adjournment of this session requires 
the consent of the Senate. 

Mr. CLYMER. I give notice that if the motion to adjourn over till 
pees be voted down I will move that.the House adjourn over till 

onday. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I move to amend by inserting “Monday.” 

The SPEAKER. The question must first be taken on the longer time. 

The question being taken on Mr. Woop's motion, it was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was a to; and accordingly (at five o’clock and 
twenty-five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned till Tuesday. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: Papers relating to the claims 
of R. D. Salmons, agent, &c., for compensation for property taken, 
and of John M. Elder for propert destroyed by thg United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HERBERT: The petition of A. P. Woods, a laborer of the 
Heuse of Representatives, that his compensation be equalized with 
that of other laborers who discharge similar duties—to the Commit- 
tee of Accounts. 

By Mr. MANNING: The petitions of C. Shields and W. E. Tomlin- 
son, for compensation for property taken by the United States Army— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: Memorial of the College of Physicians of Phila- 
delphia, suggesting the superiority of American manufactured qui- 
nine, and that American chemical manufactures generally be relieved 
from the heavy taxes now imposed—to the Committee of Ways and 


eans. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: The petition of citizens of Texas, to make 
San Antonio, Texas, a port of entry and to establish a bonded ware- 
house—to the same committee. 

Also, memorial of the Galveston, Harrisburgh and San Antonio Rail- 
way Company, for aid to extend their railway to the Rio Grande—to 
the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: Papers relating to the claim of 8. T. Mar- 
shall for beef cattle furnished the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: The petition of Governor B. F. Over- 
ton, Josiah Brown, and J. Anderson, that the Chickasaw Nation be 
paid the amount due them from the United States—to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Charles Baskerville and Henry 
B. Whitfield for cotton sold under duress to the confederate govern- 
ment—to the Committee on War Claims., 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the claim of William N. Morri- 
son, of North Carolina, for supplies furnished the United States 
Army—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of apaa pea Papers relating to the claims of 
William Bell, Solomon D. Sessions, and Mary P. Inby, for cotton 
seized by United States officials after June 30, 1865—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: The petition of the business 
men of Whitewater, Wisconsin, for the repeal of the bankrupt law— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: Papers relating to the petition of 
Mary Wilkes for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of Henry Erben, commander United 
States Navy, that an investigation be made as to whether the reso- 
lution relating to the examination of officers for promotion has been 
232 with in his case, and for relief to the Committee on Naval 

‘airs. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The 
oe of rent and 

rmy—to the Committee on 


tition of Mary and James Boro, for the 
to property by the United States 
ar Claims, 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D 
The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was 


approved. 


read and 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a copy of a letter from Hon. 
A. H. Cragin, chairman of the Hot Springs commission, asking for an 
additional appropriation of $20,000 to enable the commission to pros- 
ecute the work intrusted to its charge for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1878; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. OGLESBY presented the memorial of the Board of Trade of 
Chicago, Illinois, in favor of an appropriation by Congress for the 
removal of obstructions in the Detroit River; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Mary Howard, widow of 
the late Thomas M. Howard, of eg 27. County, irginia, and others, 
soldiers and widows of soldiers of the war of 1812, praying fora 
pension ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of Phebe C. Doxsie, of 
Grand Ledge, Michigan, widow of James W. Doxsie, late of Company 
G, Twenty-seventh Regiment Michigan Infantry, praying for a pen- 
sion ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of S. D. ‘angen and others, citi- 
zens of Lansing, Michigan, praying that Mr. E. Walker, postmaster at 
Okemos, in that State, be repaid the amount of money and 
stamps stolen from him by burglars; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. WALLACE presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in favor of the re or radical amend- 
ment of the bankrupt law ; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Healso presented the petition of Angeline C. Pusey, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, widow of Lea Pusey, praying for the extension of a 
patent granted to the decedent in his life-time for an improved ar- 
rangement of platform-scales; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents. 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of Samuel D, Walden and 
others, mariners, merchants, and citizens of Rhode Island, praying 
for the passage of a law authorising eha construction of a light-house 
on “ Whale Rock” in Narragansett Bay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

He also presented the petition of William S. Benjamin, late a pri- 
yate in the First Regiment New York Volunteer Marine Artillery, 
praying for the passage of a law by Congress instructing the Adju- 
tant-General to amend the Army roll and to grant him his duplicate 
disc as regimental com sid, yeaa and also that he be 
allowed arre of bounty, &.; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. . 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present additional papers in the case of Joseph 
Kinney, as administrator of the estate of David Ballantine. I move 
that they be referred to the Committee on Claims, to accompany 
Senate bill No, 235, 

The motion was to. 

Mr. INGALLS. I present two communications from the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, one showing the number of unadjusted cases now 
pending and the other the number of survivors of the Mexican war. 

move that these communications be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions, and printed for their use. 
The motion was agreed to, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of e far by Mr. GEORGE M. 
Apams, its Clerk, announced that the House assed the follow- 
in bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate : 

4 bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal all that part of the act rere 
January 14, 1875, known as the resumption which autho the 
Secretary of the to dispose of United States bonds and re- 
deem and cancel the greenback currency. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of Benjamin Holladay, praying indem- 
nification for losses to property sustained by Indian depredations 
while transporting the mails on the overland mail route between the 
Missouri River and Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, from 1860 to 1866, 
re a bill (S. No. 346) referring the claim of Benjamin Holladay 
to the Court of Claims. 

The bill was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of the New Orleans Gas Light Company, praying that 


the sum of $18,393.62, taken possession of by United States troops under 
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command of General B. F. Butler and afterward covered into the 

Treasury of the United States, be refunded to the company with in- 

aie raean an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
nted. 

. BRUCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 127) ting a pension to Selah B. Decker, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


Mr. WADLEIGH. The Committee on Privileges and Elections, to 
whom were referred the credentials of William Pitt Kell and the 
credentials of Henry M. Spofford for the same seat in the Senate of 
the United States, have instructed me to make areport. They re- 
port the resolution which I send to the Chair and recommend its pas- 


8 
“Khe VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The resolution will be read. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Lask for its present consideration. 
Mr. WITHERS. I object. 
Mr. WALLACE, It lies over under the rule for one day. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We had better find ont what it is first. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That William Pitt Kellogg is, upon the merits of the 

a seat in the Senate of the United States from the State of Louisiana 

of six years commencing on the 4th of March, 1877, and that he be admitted 


5 


thereto upon taking the proper oath. 
Resolved, That Henry M. Spofford is not entitled to a seat in the Senate of the 
United States. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire, from 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections, asks for the present con- 
sideration of this resolution. 

Mr. WITHERS and others. I object. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Virginia objects, and 
the resolution goes over under the rule. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Let it be printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be printed, of course. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, the Senator from Delaware, 
[ Mr. SAULSBURY,] the Senator from Georgia, par. HILL] and my- 
self, upon the Committee on Privileges and Elections, dissent from 
the re just made by the chairmau of that committee. We have 
embodied our viewsin a minority report, which I hold in my hand 
and send to the table, and ask that it be printed along with the 
report of the committee. 

e VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered,in the absence of 
objection, 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. COCKRELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 347) to remove the political disabilities of 
Manning M. Kimmell, lateof Cape Girardeau County, Missouri; which 
was read twice by its title, and, together with the accompanying 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

o also asked aoa ay unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No ) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 349) to authorize the commissioners of the 
Distri:t of Columbia to refund certain taxes erroneously collected; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. JONES, of ee asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 350) to amend section 2288 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States so as to enable citizens of the 
State of Florida to transfer a portion of their pre-emptions or home- 
steads to aid in the construction of railroads; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committe on Public Lands. 

Mr. MORGAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 351) for the relief of the Domestic and 
Indian Missions and Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims, 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 352) to authorize the restora- 
tion of onge A. Armes to the Army; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


Mr. CHRISTIANCY. I wish to sayin regard to this bill that I 
cannot commit myself either for or against it. 

Mr. INGALLS (by 3 asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 353) for the relief of Geo 
McDermott; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. CONOVER (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 354) to equalize the pay of 
rear-admirals on retired list; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, aud by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 355) fox the relief of Henry M. Meade, late 
paymaster in the United States Navy; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALLACE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 


to introduce a bill (S. No. 356) for the relief of Captain William L. 
Foulk; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1525) to provide for deficiencies in the appro: 
riations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year endi 
une 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes, was rea 

twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal all that part of the act approved 
Jannary 14, 1875, known as the resumption act, which authorized 
the Secretary of the Treasury to dispose of United States bonds and 
redeem and cancel the greenback currency was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

AMENDMENTS TO DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. HOWE, Mr. BOOTH, and Mr. MCDONALD submitted amend- 
ments intended to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. 
R. No. pos? bay provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for prior years, and for other a ary ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. s 

Mr. MERRIMON submitted an amendment intended to be 
by him to the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in tho 
ee for the service of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, ra 
„ with the Postmaster-General, and orde to be 

rinted. 

g WITHDRAWAL -OF PAPERS, 

On motion of Mr, INGALLS, it was 
Ordered, That Martin Kelly have leave to withdraw his petition and papers trom 

the files of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. WHYTE, it was 

0 That the rs in the matter of Hen 
3 the files ef tbe Senate and referred to 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Albert Fuller and of Moses Marshall 

be taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

On motion of Mr. TELLER, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Lieutenant David I. Ezekiel, Fourth 

Infantry, United States Army, be taken from the files and referred to the Com- 
mittee ou Military Affairs. 
H PROSECUTIONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I offer the following 1esolution calling for infor- 
mation, and ask for its present consideration : 

Resolved, That the Attorney-General be, and he hereby is, directed to eommani- 
cate to the Senate, as soon as may be, a list of all criminal tions commenced 
in the courts of the United States in the district of South Carolina since the Ist day 
of Jan , 1876, for offenses against the lives, 7: civil rights, or right of 
suffrage of any person, with the names of the all and a statement of 
the disposition of such prosecutions and the dates thereof. 

Mr. WITHERS. Mr. President, I dislike to object to the consider- 
ation of the resolution. I have heard no objection to its passage, but 
I know the Senator from Vermont will appreciate the motives which 
prompt me to require that it shall take the regular course of pro- 
cedure. Let it lie over to-day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, Mr. President, I never fail to appre- 
ciate the motives of my friends on the other side—never. [Laugh- 


ter. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being made the resolution goes 
over. 


W. Hoffman, of Maryland, be 
o Committee on Finance. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD LINES. 


Mr.CHAFFEE. I desire to call up the resolution that I introduced 
some weeks ago, and which was laid over at the request of the Sen- 
ator from Nebraska, [Mr. SAUNDERS. ] 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Colorado calls up the 
resolution submitted by him on the 8th instant, which will be re- 
ported for the information of the Senate. 

Mr. WHYTE. I do not wish to inte 


an objection; but if this 
resolution is taken up, I — 4 it will be understood to be subject 
to a call for the ar order? 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Certainly, at one o’clock. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


‘Whereas did provide in the act of July 1, 1862, . act entitled 
“An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 
en tat g 6 to secure to 1 A ee 
same postal, m „ and other purposes; an 0 sul uent ac 
of July 2, 1864, March 7 1869, and June 20, 1874, neea h 83 “said 
Tailroad and branches should ted and used for all purposes of communica- 
tion, travel, and transportation, so faras the publicand Government are concerned, 
as one connected, continuons line, without any discrimination of any kind in favor 
of the business of any or either of said companies, or adverse to the road or busi- 
ness of any or either of the others:“ and upon such basis and contract with tho 
said railroad company and its branches 2 to the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company and branch companies large su in bonds and lands of the United 
Sees e purpose of aiding in the construction of said roads, to be operated 
as aforesaid ; 

And whereas the said Union Pacific Railroad Company and its branch compa- 
nies, the Kansas Pacific Company, the Denver Pacific Company, the Central 
Pacific of California, the Burlington and Missouri River Company, and the Sioux 
City Branch, have heretofore neglected and still do neglect and refuse to operate 
their roads in accordance with said acts of but have heretofore operated 
still do operate them in open violation of the same ; 

And whereas by reason of said defaults, and on account of the same, the Gorern- 


636 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


NOVEMBER 26, 


the public have been and still are being damaged 
lawful rights and privileges, as stipulated, defined, 


just 
and agreed upon in said acts aforesaid: Therefore, 
Be it resolved, That tho President of on United States be, and he is hereby; re- 


ment of the United States and 
and deprived of their and 


nested to inform the Senate what legal ents, if any, exist which press 
m from executing said laws in accordance with the obligations accep and 

abet made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and branches with the 
nited States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts aforesaid. 


Mr. CHAFFEE. In the second preamble, after the word “ whereas,” 
I desire to have the Clerk insert “it is alleged.” Those words were 
omitted by mistake. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified. 

Mr, CHAFFEE. The Senator from Nebraska I believe desired to 
speak on the resolution. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Mr. President 

Mr. THURMAN. Before the Senator proceeds, I beg leave to make 
a su ion. If he wishes more than half an hour, I su; t to him 
that he had better speak on some other day. I shall feel it my duty 
to call up the regular order at one o’clock. But if he can conclude 
his remarks before that time, I shall be very glad to hear him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest to my friend from Ohio, with the per- 
mission of the Chair, that as it is a matter of a good deal of import- 
ance, it is quite desirable to have the resolution acted upon as soon 
as we can. 

Mr. THURMAN. But I hope it will be acted upon and voted upon 
before one o’clock, for at that time I shall call up the matter that 
was under consideration on Thursday last. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course you can call for the regular order then. 

Mr. PADDOCK. It seems to me that it will not be possible to con- 
clude the consideration of this resolution to-day. It seems to me a 
matter of so t Si che that it must necessarily lead to somo 
discussion, and I would su t to the Senator from Colorado that 
under all the circumstances be had better let it go over until to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I desire to proceed with the consideration of this 
resolution. It is simply a resolution of inquiry addressed to the Pres- 
ident of the United States. I cannot conceive of any great discus- 
sion that will be likely to be had upon it. I have understood that 
the Senator from Nebraska would only require some ten or fifteen 
minutes, and I would rather he should procera at present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate agree 
to this resolution. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Mr. President, if it had met the views of the 
Senator from Colorado, I should have been glad to have a little more 
time than probably will be allowed this morning before the morning 
more expires. I have, however, but a few remarks to make upon this 
subject. 

It will be remembered that the day the resolution was called up b 
the Senator and the day he made his lengthy and interesting speec 
upon it, I presented a telegram from one of tho officers of the road 
stating that the case was then ready for trial and would be on the 
next Thursday argued in the United States circuit court. I thought 
then that probably if that were made known to the Senator and made 
known to the Senate, the subject would be left for the courts, believ- 
ing as I did then and as I do now that it is a judicial question rather 
than a question for legislative action. The Senator, however, seemed 
anxious to have it acted upon at that time, unless I or some other 
Senator should signify a desire to speak upon it. Having noticed 
that he had contined himself in his comparison of figures to one line 
of road or one branch or supposed branch of road to the exclusion of 
all others, I did feel anxious to see why it was that he had made a 
comparison with one road or one branch and left out all the others. 
and not being able to hear exactly what he was saying that day J did 
notify the Senate that I desired to say something upon the subject. 

I am not disposed now or at any other time to throw obstacles in 
the way of resolutions of inquiry or the examination of subjects of 
this kind. I am aware that the resolution only calls for information 
from the President of the United States, and therefore I am not will- 
ing to be placed in a position to antagonize a measyro of this kind. 
But there are legal questions raised to-day whether or not some of 
these roads, and particularly the one that the gentleman took such 
favorable notice of in his comparison, has legally and properly be- 
come a branch of the Union Pacific Railroad. It will be remembered 
that there were four or five different acts and amendatory acts passed 
upon this subject before this road could even be by construction made 
z — ere pres 3 in 1862, which authorized the buildi 

chet neko ut yras ene fe which anthoriz e buildin 

of a road trons the one hundredth meridian of west longitude frou 
Greenwich, which was about two hundred and forty miles west of 
Omaha, three branches were authorized to be built, one to Kansas, 
connecting with the Missouri Pacific, one to Sioux City, and one to 
the Iowa State line, which afterward became the main line to Omaha. 
Under this act there was but one road built, and that was the road 
from Omaha west. Subsequently legislation in 1864 authorized these 
three branches to connect themselves at any point east of the one 
hundredth meridian, and also authorized the building of the Burling- 
ton and Missouri River Railroad to its connection. 

Under the original act but one road had been built. I have no dis- 
position to an nize the Kansas Pacific road more than any other 
road. If it has 3 5 rights it is entitled to them and ought to have 
them; and so far is I can do or say anything that shall go to securing 


those rights I will doit. But the Kansas Pacific never made any con- 
nection east of the one hundredth degree of longitude. It changed 
tho course of its line and passed through Colorado, and stopped at 
Denver City, one hundred and six miles from the nearest point of the 
Union. Pacific, and never built another foot of road. I said that it 
was by construction united with the Union Pacific, Lot ns see how 
that was done. It was done by the declaration of Congress passed in 
1859, that the road should be considered one continuons line from 
Kansas City via Denver to Cheyenne, using that part of the road as 
the link in the chain from Denver to Cheyenne, called the Denver 
Pacitic road. The terms upon which that was authorized was, that 
the road should grant in perpetuity the right of way which it held to 
the line to the other road; but it forever barred itself from taking any 
part in fixing the tariff onsaid road. There another question arises as 
to whether it has any right to come in for pro rata under this law when 
it has estopped itself from controlling in any way the tariff on that line. 
For the purpose of showing to the Senate what the act means, I will 
read a single section, leaving out the rest: 
Bean! be it further enacted, That the said Union Pacific Railway Company, eastern 

vision— 

This eastern division is the one in review, but called the Kansas 
Pacific now— 
shall extend its railroad and telegraph toa connection at tho city of Denver, so 


as to form, with that of its line herein authorized to be constructed, opera 
and maintained by the Denver Pacific and 8 Company, a certain line 
railroad and tel of Denver to Cheyenne, And all 


ph from Kansas City eg wa 
the provisions of law for the opcration of the Union Pacific Railroad, its branches 
and connections, as a continuous lino without discrimination, shall apply the same 
asif tho road from Denver to Cheyenne had been constructed by 3 Union 
Pacific Railway Company, eastern division. 

If it had stopped there it is very clear that they had made, as I call 
it, only a constructive connection with the Union Pacific line over 
this road; but what follows? 

But nothing herein shall authorize the said eastern division 8 to operate 
nil 8 or fix the rates of tariff for the Denver Pacific Railway Telegraph 

y. 

Thereby, as I stated, they estopped themselves from having any con- 
trol whatever. Right here, I think, comes in what makes the diffi- 
culty and the hard times that the gentleman spoke of in his State. 
They have allowed under this law that branch road to utterly destroy, 
and as he said throwinto bankruptcy, the otherroad. And why? The 

ntleman himself showed the reason why the other day. He showed 
that that road had charged even in taking provisions to his coun- 
try no less than $90 for a car load for a distance of one hundred and 
six miles, almost 100 percent. more than the Union Pacific had charged 
over its mountain line for an equal distance. I say there is where the 
difficulty came in, and from that the troubles of Denver and Colo- 
rado have come, in my opinion. As I said, while I am not ee) amie 
to antagonize this road, because they may have rights under the law— 
and if they have Ishall be willing to grant them all they are entitled 
to—yet I did feel then and feel now that I am authorized to ask that 
this matter be delayed and left in the hands of the courts. This mat- 
ter has gone through the courts. Since I spoke on that subject the 
other day here it has been argued and is to-day in the hands of Judge 
Dillon for decision. If the Senator now insists on this resolution going 
to the President I wish to offer an amendment. I move to strike ont 
the second and third divisions of the preamble, in the following words: 

And whereas the said Union Pacific Railroad Company and its branch com- 


and still do operate them in open violation of same; 

And whereas, by reason of said defaults and on account of the same, the Govern- 
andl epeltelot thle just aed lnwinl DOCES aad DAVIEA eo PAAA AOA 
and de of their just and law. as 
and 8 upon in said acts aforesaid. * 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 


And whereas the said Union Pacific Railroad Com 


ir roads in $ 
nd whereas it is alleged that, a IN Wore ONS defaults and on account 
f the United States and the 


nnd lawfal rights and peiviloges 
ust an 
, and agreed upon in said acts aforesaid. 858 

I have drawn this amendment in haste. The first part of the pre- 
amble would remain as it is in the original. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, This amendment is not now in order, 
the resolution only being before the Senate and the rules of the Sen- 
ate providing that the question shall last be taken on the preamble. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Very well. I was not aware but what the 
matter might be offered now. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The amendment is received, and will be 
acted upon in its order. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, Then I will state the reasons why I do not think 
the resolution as presented by the Senator from Colorado should be 
adopted without this or some other amendment. The preamble to 
the resolution as presented goes on to define this very matter that I 
have been talking about as to what constitutesa branch. My amend- 
ment leaves that matter as it must be left, Senators. in the hands of 
the courts. The original preamble goes on to define not only what 
constitutes a branch but naming them, making us commit ourselves 
whether the law says so or not that such a line shall be considered a 
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branch, and it is defined in a way that I think ought to be left in the 
hands of the courts. : 

What is more, Mr. President, and I call the attention of Senators 
generally to this subject, can the Senate afford to take this position 
when this subject is in the courts? The second division of the pre- 
amble reads in this way: 


And whereas the said Union Pacific Railroad Compass and its branch compa- 
nics, g the Kansas Pacific Company, the Denver Pacific Company, the Central 
Pacific of California, the Burlington and Missouri River Company, and the Sioux 
City Branch, have heretofore neglected and still do neglect and refnse to operate 
their roads in accordance with said acts of Congress, but havo heretofore operated 
and still do operate them in open violation of the same. 


I ask Senators whether they are prepared to settle this legal ques- 
tion here inthis way. It is said they have been operating these roads 
contrary to law. How do vou knowit? If Congress is going to take 
this matter in its hands and legislate in this way we might as well 
dispense with the courts, because there will be nothing left for them 
todo. Itis a question evidently which belongs to the courts to say 
whether these roads have been operated aceording to law or not, and 
yet we are asked here to say that they have heretofore operated them 
and still do operate them in open violation of the law. I say I was 
not prepared and am not prepared to vote for the resolution without 
an amendment which shall state that they are alleged to have done 
this, and with such an amendment as I have suggested to the pre- 
_ amble I shall vote for the resolution, 

Mr. CHAFFEE. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Certainly, sir. 

Mr, CHAFFEE. I will state that I have inserted the words “it 
is alléged.” Perhaps the Senator did not notice that. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Very well. Will the gentleman also leave out 
that part of the preamnle which names what are branches and what 
are not branches 

Res CHAFFEE, Ionly allege so and so. There is nothing definite 
abont it. è 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Has the Senator any objection to the amend- 
ment that I have offered, which only directs that that part of he 
preamble naming the lines and states that they have actually done 
so shall be stricken out? Has he any objection to that? If not, 
there will be no further question about it. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I will state, Mr. President, that I have objection 
to his amendment. I have only named the roads receiving subsidies 
from the United States as the main line and branches. The compa- 
nies that I have named in the preamble are only those which have re- 
ceived subsidies, In the second clause of the preamble, I only state 
that “ whereasitis alleged” so andso. There is not any definite state- 
ment that these companies are branches, it is only alleged, and as it 
relates only to a matter of inquiry, I cannot see any object the Sena- 
tor will gain by his amendment. I prefer to let the preamble stand 


as it is. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. The only object that I would gain in this matter 
is that it would leave the courts to determine the question which, as 
I said before, belongs to the courts. If these branches, or any others, 
have rights with the Union Pacific, of course the courts will give 
their rights to them, and must give their rights to them, under 
the laws which have been passed heretofore; aud it is not what we 
shall do to-day or what we may do hereafter. That is the position 
which I take. I say I am a little astonished that the gentleman, 
having gone as far as he has, does not accept the amendment. I have 
9 out the names of the roads he calls branches, leaving that 
to settled by the courts; and I have left out that which says 
itively that they have been running cont: to law, saying that 

t is an alleged fact that the Union Pacific and its branches were not 
discharging their duties 8 to law; and [have leit the names 
of the branches to be settled by the courts, È 

Having taken this position I think I must insist upon my amend- 
ment. J see positive grounds here now, and the Senator himself sees 
them as is proved by the fact of his changing his own resolution. 
Hence I say I am excusable for raising this question. I am not here 
as the particular advocate or friend of any one of these roads, or to 
antagonize the interest of any one of them. They have a proud place 
in the hearts of the people of the country. The Union Pacific has done 
wonders for this country. We all ought to be prond of it, whether we 
are proud of its management or not. We are all proud to have the 
Union Pacific connecting the Pacific, and giving a et communica- 
tion with China and Japan, bringing their products through our coun- 
try in as many days as it used to take weeks. Isay we ought to be 
proud of that road which has opened up to us the gold and silver mines 
of the Territories as well as the large trade of California. Every man 
should be proud of the Union Pacific; and even so should we of the 
West be proud of its branches which are passing through the agricul- 
tural districts and through the stock-raising districts, and are answer- 
ing beneficial purposes in their way just as well asthe mainline. We 
are proud of them all; and we want justice done to them all; but I do 
not want a resolution of inquiry of this kind which is to be sent to the 
President to find out whether the law has been acted upon and carried 
ont faithfully, to settle for him, when the question belongs to the 
courts, as to what constitutes a branch, and what constitutes a main 
line. Leave ont these names and leave out the statement that they 
have positively violated the law, and then I shall besatisfied to vote for 
the resolution. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate agree to 


the resolution ? 
Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President 
Mr. SAUNDERS. One word more and I am done. The ground 
which I have taken in this matter and which I wish to be distinctly 
understood is this: 1 know that the Kansas Pacifie has estepped 
5 nen be ech on nee omna ba 3 e 
enver. Pro it atly dama; e people of t 
but that has Sothis to ae with this pe 48 Iam opposed 
to that road coming in and being made, as it were apparently by the 
argument of the gentleman, a pet measure to compare notes and 
figures with the Union Pacific, leaving out other roads that are 
equally meritorious. That was the ground on which I took up that 
pat of the subject; and now with these remarks, the morning hour 
aving nearly expired, and seeing that the Senator from New York 


that with 
the amendment I have offered, or some equivalent to it, I shall vote 
for the resolution ; without it I shall vote against it. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the operative part of this propo- 
sition is the resolution. It is that, and that alone, which calls on the 
President forinformation. I presume every Senator will vote for that. 
I shall vote for it. The vote, however, is to be taken first on the reso- 
lution separately, I take it, and afterward on the preamble. The pre- 
amble, in theory of proceeding, serves no p except to explai 
the action of the body in passing the resolution which follows it. 
Looking at this preamble in that way, I suggest to the mover of the 
resolution that it is hardly such a preamble in some respects as he 
would like to commit the Sonate to vote for. He has amended it by 
interpolating after “whereas” the words “it is alleged that.” Now I 
ask the Senator to hear the preamble read as that will put it: 

Whereas it is alleged that Congress did provide in the act of July 1, 1862, being 
an act entitled. 

And then the act is quoted. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. The Senator makes a mistake. 1 
68 ae CON 3 Ihave the original resolution borrowed from the 

lerk’s desk. 

ur CHAFFEE. The words “it is alleged” are after the second 
whereas. 

Mr. CONKLING. Ihave the resolution as I took it from the Sec- 
re I was about to say that the Senate need hardly be mealy- 
mouthed in quoting an act of Con from the statute-book; that 
we might assert positively without the words “it is alleged.” But 
when you come to a subsequent narrative in the preamble, there are 
various things here which, whatever may be the opinion of the Sen- 
ate, I suggest to the Senator it is not worth while in this form to 
record an opinion about. For example, it is asserted that certain 
roads are branches of other roads. I infer from what has been said 
that whether they are or not is a question, and it makes this resolu- 
tion no more or no less strong for us to express an opinion on that 
subject. If there is a question about it, what is the occasion for our 
undertaking in the preamble of a resolution of inquiry, to adjudge 
whether, in truth, a certain road sustained a certain relation to an- 
other road, when the fact one way or the other has no influence what- 
ever upon the call for information? 

Again, it is asserted that these roads have done or have not done, 
have neglected to do a variety of things which are here stated. It 
does not advance at all the call for information. It is simply to re- 
quire the Senate by a separate vote, after the resolution shall have 
been adopted, to express its opinion upon certain matters which the 
Senator who has just resumed his seat says are not only matters of 
controversy but pending in the courts. 

Now, if my honorable friend from Colorado have any pu asI 
am sure he has not, except to obtain information on this subject, that 
purpose might be answered by this proceeding ; but I submit to him 
that if his purpose is, (as it seems to be aud as was shown by the very 
able and instructive speech which he delivered to us the other day 
on this proportia to put the Senate in possession of the informa- 
tion in order that the Senate and the House may see to it that all 
persons here concerned are not allowed to come short in their duties 
aud obligations—if that be his purpose, then he wants this informa- 
tion; but he does not want prematurely and without the opportunity 
of its being understood to commit the Senate one way or the other 
upon any abstract question which has nothing to do in this regard. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. The Senator is undoubtedly aware that the Sen- 
ate has so committed itself time and again. In the act approved 
June 20, 1874, an act passed by this body, and the Senator is undoubt- 
edly perfectly well aware of that act, it is said: 


wishes to say something, I drop this subject here, sayin 


the railway of ny Eneak Pacific ees and fase yen 


and extensio: 
Kansas Pacific Railroad to the point of jan 
e, 


thereof with 
Pacitic Railroad Company at Cheyenne, as provided in the act of March 3, 1869. 


I was not mealy mouthed about it because Iobserved—— _ 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the Senator leaves that point, will he 
allow me a word? The act he reads, in his estimation recites and 
ascertains a given fact. Does he think it important to have the Sen- 
ate vote that over againin the preamble to this resolution calling for 


information ? E N 
Mr. CHAFFEE. In answer I will say that I donot think it is com- 


mitting the Senate to any new proposition. 
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Mr, CONKLING. In that respect perhaps not. I have said that 
when the Senator in this preamble recites an act of Congress there 
is no objection to that except that some rather strict constractionist 
might say that it was surplusage. It is hardly worth while torecite 
in a preamble, as is done here at some length, the provisions of an act 
of Congress; but when the preamble goes on to matters of fact 
as it does—— 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I have inserted the words “it is alleged.” 

Mr. CONKLING. My friend reminded me that he proposes to 
amend this recitalby saying “it is alleged.” I went down to the 
desk of the Secretary, borrowed the original resolution with his note 
upon it, and was told no such amendment was pending, and going 
by the sight of the eye merely, I did not know it. The 
discloses it. That certainly improves it. 

I wish for one to vote for this information. I wish to vote for any- 
thing which will give it the broadest sense; but I do not wish to 
have conundrums put to the Senate or catechisms of any sort as to 
matters which have nothing to do with this, and in respect of which 
the Senate might think one way or might think the other if the time 
had arrived to express an opinion. 

The objection I make is based on what has been said this morning. 


nator now 


I did not know that there was a contest about these facts. It seems | 


there is; and if there is, I submit to the Senator that the proper way 
is to allow us to vote for the resolution, as I wish for une to do, and 
to vote for any part of this preamble which explains itor aids it or 
is appropriate to it, but to 3 it those moot questions, if there 
are such, upon which people differ and which are said to be pending 
in the courts. That is all. 

Mr. THURMAN, Is the Senator from New York aware that in 
the original resolution the words “it is all ” are inserted ? 

Mr. CONKLING. After the first word of the preamble “ whereas.” 

Mr. THURMAN. That wasa mistake of the Clerk. 

Mr. CONKLING. It is not my mistake. 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly not. 

1 G. I have the original resolution, and I am speak- 
m it. 

. THURMAN. Bat the motion of the Senator from Colorado 
was to put in those words after the word “ whereas” in the second 
paragraph of the preamble. 

Mr, CONKLING,. So the Senator has said, and I admit that im- 
proves it. > 

Mr. THURMAN. The Clerk can correct that. 

Mr. CONKLING. I took itas the resolution is and asthe Senate 
was about to vote upon it as noted by the Secretary ; and if he has 
made a mistake in this case, he has made one of the few mistakes he 
ever makes in the Senate. He is very careful about it. I not only 
took his resolution, but asked him whether any other amendment 
was pending except the one proposed this morning, and he said no. 
Therefore I called attention to it, because as is now confessed all 
around it would have been quite unfortunate for the Senate in alump 
to take this preamble with the words “it is alleged“ preceding the 
recitation of an act of Congress and making all the other allegations 
upon the absolute knowledge of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is will the Senate agree to 
the resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear it read again to see where 
“all ” comes in. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The preamble and resolution will be 


reported. 
Fhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas Congress did provide in the act of July 1, 1862, being an act entitled 
“An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 
souri River tothe Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the use of the same 
for postal, military, and other pu: and also by the subsequent acts of Jul 
2, 1864, 3, 1869, aud June 20, 1874, amendatory thereof, thut said rail 
and branches should be operated and used for all purposes of communication, 
travel, and transportation, so far as the public and Government are concerned, as 
one connected, continuous line, without any discrimination of any kind in favor of 
the business of any or either of said companies, or adverse to the road or business 
of any or either of the others; a such basis and contract with the said 
agian Sap its branches 2 to the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany and branch companies subsidies in bonds and lands of the United 

tates, all for the purpose of aidiug in the construction of said roads to be operated 
as 


aforesaid 
‘And whereas it is alleged that the said Union Pacific Railroad Company and its 
branch companies 

Mr. CONKLING. That is the amendment now proposed, as I under- 
stand “it is alleged.” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the modification. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is the amendment of the mover. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Colorado modifies the 
resolution, as he has a right to do under the rules. 

Mr. CONKLING. No doubt of it; I only wanted to know the fact. 

The Chief Clerk resumed the reading, as follows: 

And whereas it is alleged that the said Union Pacific Railroad Com 
branch companies, being the Kansas eee the Denver Paci 
the Central fic of California, the Burlington Missouri River Company, an 
the Sioux City Branch, have heretofore neglected and still do n: tand refuse 
to operate their roads in accordance with said acts of Congress, but have heretofore 
operated and still do operate them in open violation of the same ; 

And whereas by reason of said defaults, 

Mr. CHAFPEE, I desire to have a correction made that I tried to 
have made before, “and whereas it is alleged that.” Those words 
should be inserted again in that part. 


ry and its 
Company, 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

And whereas it is alleged that by reason ef said defaults, and on account of the 
same, the Government of the United States and the public have been and still are 
being damaged and deprived of their just and lawful 8 and privileges as 
3 detined, and agreed upon in said acts aforesaid: Therefore, 
it resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to inform the Senate what legal 8 any, exist which prevent 
him from seeing. said laws in accordance with obligations — and 
agreements made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and es with 
the United States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts aforesaid. 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President—— 
SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 


| The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour having expired, there 

| comes over from the session of Thursday last as unfiaished business 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN, ] 
which will be read for the information of the Senate. 

| The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


| .. Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from 
the consideration of the credentials of M. C. Butler, of South Carolina. 


* 3 The question is, will the Senate agree to 
the same 

Mr. DAVIS, of IIlinois. Mr. President, the contest now going on 
| in the Senate has attracted the attention of the country; and from 
the peculiar position I occupy in relation to parties, I trust it will 
not be deemed out of the way if I briefly state the reasons that in- - 
fluence my mind to vote for the motion of the Senator from Ohio. 

There are three seats vacant in this body, and it is a matter of the 
gravest concern to the people of South Carolina and Louisiana that 
those seats should be filled. Our legislation is binding on them, 
whether they are represented here or not, and they have a right to 
expect that the claims of the different contestants should be consid- 
ered and passed upon at the earliest practicable moment. I soppor 
when this session opened that all these seats would either be filled or 
declared vacant before it ended. It is now too late to expect such a 
result, and we are met with the motion of the Senator from Ohio to 
discharge the committee from the consideration of one of the cases, 
which not been investigated by the committee. 

I had no agency in bringing forward this resolution. The mover 
doubtless, knew what I never attempted to conceal, that my judg- 
ment did not approve the peter which has been pursued toward 
the South since the close of the rebellion, and that I thought the 
Sonthern States should be represented by persons who are identified 
with the interests of their people; but whether one or the other of 
these contestants is entitled to a seat on this floor under the law, 
and if so which one, I express no opiuion about. 

It is objected that this motion is against the usages of the Senate. 
This may be so, as a general thing, but there are exceptions to this 
rule; for the Senator front Delaware (Mr. BAYARD] a few days a 
cited a case directly in point, and, if it be allowable to refer to the 

roceedings of the House of Representatives, only the last week a 
epresentative from Maine moved to discharge the Committee on 
Elections from the farther consideration of the Colorado contest on 
account of unnecessary delay. No one objected that that motion was 
either improper or unusual, and it resulted in fixing a day for the 


report. 

Fhe practical inqniry arises, why should this case be continued 
longer in the committee? If oral testimony were needed to decide 
it, itshould not be withdrawn; but it does seem to me that this tes- 
timony is not required, and that the case can be decided on the facts 
which the respective contestants upon. 

It is easy to see that there is a difference of thonght and opinion in 
the committee upon the legal conclusions deducible from those facts, 
and that this would result in making two reports. war wait for 
them? They would undoubtedly be able, and would shed light on 
this subject; but we can as well in the open Senate get this light. 
Besides, in the evenly-balanced state of Parepa here, it is very clear 
that reports upon such a subject differing radically in the conclu- 
sions would not receive the consideration and attention which re- 
pores upon the ordinary business of the Sendte are entitled to and 

o receive. 

The committee to-day has reported upon the Louisiana contest, I 
would as lief have voted upon that case as upon this; and if this 
report had been made before the motion of the Senator from Obio, I 
should have voted against his motion; but the Senator from Ohio 
made his motion a week In my opinion it should be first con- 
sidered. I do this, Mr. President, with perfect t for the com- 
mittee, for each member of it, and without intending the slightest 
discourtesy. I believe that now is the proper time to consider this 
case in open Senate, and to determine the respective rights of the 


parties. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate agree 
to the resolution? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I believe my honorable friend 
from Illinois [Mr. Davis] is partly correct in speaking of the even] 
balanced state of ies in the Senate. Whether he referred to 
the parties in the Senate or not, I do not know. [Laughter.] There 
are two parties in the Senate that are very nearly evenly balanced. 
How it is with the third, I do not know. [Laughter. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. The third is unanimous. [Laughter.] 
Mr. EDMUNDS, I assume that the third party is unanimous, as 
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my friend has just stated. [Langhter.] I hope we shall have order, 
Mr. President; I cannot go on. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That rests with the Senator from Ver- 
mont. ened 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then we shall have order, The very statement 
that my honorable friend has made leads meto think that if he would 
reflect a little he would see its error. It is only the other day that 
my friend himself in t of the case of Eustis—I think that is the 
name, one of the Louisiana people, which on the face of it was a 
simple question arising on the state of the papers as they were read 
here by a Senator, saw with his usual quickness and clearness of ap- 
prehension that there was a question of law involved, one that ought 
to be considered (as he stated, I believe, himself) by a committee 
and reported upon, not a dispute of facts, but that the committee 
ought to report aftera careful study and investigation and examina- 
tion of authorities and of political | istory, and so on, in order that 
the Senate might be informed of the state of the law. But what says 
my friend now, in a case from South Carolina? There he thinks there 
is no dispute of facts, because he says the facts are conceded in the 
two briefs, I do not know that. What authority has the Senator for 
saying that the facts are conceded? It may be that some honorable 
friend of my political way of thinking may rise in his place and say 
that he disputes the facts asserted in the brief of Butler, It may 
be that some gentleman on the other side of the Chamber, belonging 
not to my friend’s party or to mine, may rise and say that he does 
not agree to the facts stated in Mr. Corbin’s brief. How are we to 
know,then? There is the difficulty, and it is impossible to get over 
it upon any other 9 than t we are to take it up as the 
Senator says we are likely to do, and to merely exert the physical 
strength of party votes, without regard to the law or the facts, in 
order to see who is the strongest to put in his political friend. Would 
that be a thing for the Senate of the United States todo? I do 
not think it would. I have had some occasion to be reviled in times 

ne by, when parties were perhaps not quite so equally divided as 

ey are now—there were only two then and there are three now— 
for thinking that there was value in an inquiry into the senatorial 


question in Louisiana and voting according to my convictions of the 
law as they appeared to me upon the facts reported by the commit- 
tee against the opinions of a very large majority o my, political 
associates, 


Now, the evident tendency of what my friend proposes is to com- 
l me in exactly the way he states it to follow my party wishes, 
use I cannot get at the facts and have no time to study the law— 
I do not know what the trath is—to make all the presumptions in 
favor of one side. How it will affect him I do not know. he has 
no presumptions in favor of either, he would have to shut his eyes 
and “ go it blind,” and, as he says, “first come first served; the first 
man that is proposed he would have to vote to let in, for all that I 
can see, That would hardly do, Mr. President. The mission of this 
body in. respect of who compose it is not a party mission. There was 
a time, some twenty years ago, a notable case in respect of certain 
Senators from Indiana, where it is true that party heat and party 
prennice, according to the universal jadgment of intelligent man- 
ind afterward, set the Constitution and the laws at defiance, and 
seated two men of a particular party; but it has not been true of 
late, as bad, as corrupt as parties are said to be, because ies have 
divided and some members of parties, of one party, I will not say of 
both, because I believe it would not be true—but some members of 
one party have voted against the admission of one of their own 
litical friends. Now does the Senator wish to drive all the mem- 
rs of that party, which still has some little vitality left, I suspec 
to do the same thing because they do not know what the facts are 
If he does, he is taking a very good way to do it. I do not think that 
he can succeed. We shall see. 

But my friend says that there would not be any practical value in 
this report because it would be a divided report. Is there any prac- 
tical value, let me ask my honorable friend who has so lately come 
from that serene hall of justice a little way off, in the judgment of a 
court that is not unanimous? Is there no value in the arguments of 
counsel? Is there no value in the consultations and investigations 
of judges, although it may happen in the end that they do not all 
concur in opinion? My friend would not say that, He would say ex- 
actly the reverse, Wherefore, then, is this hot haste to do this anom- 
alous and extraordivary thing which, in respect of a seat of a Senator, 
I venture to believe—I have not looked up the precedents—has never 
been done or proposed before, in order that this claimant, this one 
claimant from the State of South Carolina, shall have his case passed 
upon without investigation and without inquiry. Can anybody an- 
swer the question? 

It is said the committee have been dilatory. The committee say 
that they have not; that they had many cases, and they took the 
first one, and have deliberately and diligently proceeded with it, and 
have now reported it; aud it is stated in the newspapers of only yes- 
terday or the day before that this very applicant from South Caro- 
lina, his case coming on before the committee, had applied to have it 

atponed. Of course I do not know the secrets of the committee; 

do not know how they get out. I do not know but that such hear- 
ings are public; and, if they are, of course it is the right of every body 
to know them. If that be true, is my honorable friend from Illinois 


this gentleman into the Senate 
ment? Ofcourse he is not. I know my honorable friend too well; 


his own wish for a postpone- 


I have ted him too long to suspect such a thing. I therefore 
appeal to him to reconsider these suggestions that he made, and 
to think whether it is not better for truth, for justice, for the law, 
that we should have even a divided report upon a mere question of 
law if that be well. We shall know then that it is a mere question 
of law, and nothing else, and shall have the respective views of Sen- 
ators who are c with the duty of investigation upon it, in 
order to furnish light for our own guidance and our own instruction. 
Let us take up t case which the committee has reported, and 
which of course is of just as high privilege as the other, we all rs abi 
and consider that; and before we shall have finished the considera- 
tion of that I have not the least question we shall have the report 
in this; and then we shall ge on fairly, duly, justly, and shall not 
have inflicted a blow upon the fundamental principle of the consti- 
tution of this body in respect of the members that are to belong to it 
by turning it into a mere race and scramble of isanship or a cor- 
rupt bargain or sale of votes if, as is alleged, that is the case which 
makes it necessary to hasten this matter. 

Mr. McDONALD. Mr. President, I should like to ask the Senator 
from Vermont if he has any evidence of any corrupt bargain having 
been had in respect to this or any other matter ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I said “ as is alleged.” I will answer my hon- 
orable friend a little further, however, and say that I do not possess 
myself any legal evidence, becanse I have sworn no witnesses. I will 
state for his information that I believe it, and 1 will add also that I 
believe, unless the majority of this body should stifle an inquiry, it 
will be proved. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I desire to say that I believe offers have been 
made from the other side. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. Mr. President, my honorable friend 
has now added to my statement an important circumstance. I had 
not s. that there was any proof against my honorable friend, 
I do not care which side of this Chamber a Senator sits who is in any 
way implicated in any corrupt bargain or — 5 8 proceeding, he 
must be dealt with; and if the Senator is correct in his information 
and belief he ought to unite with me. Before we admit anybody 
that has anything to do with such an affair into this Senate or keep 
him in, we should have an inquiry. 

Mr. McDONALD. -I shall join with the Senator at any time in 
3 an investigation into that fact whenever he is ready for it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly my friend will have an opportanit if 
he lives a very short time. My honorable friend from Illinois 
stated what I was very sorry to hear him state; there is nothing im- 
proper in the fact itself, but he has referred to the proceedings in 
another branch of the legislative department of the 8 

Mr. DAVIS, of IIlinois. I did not know that was not in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And he has brought that forward as an illustra- 
tion, or an authority, or a consideration for this step, which he says 
he is abont to take, to discharge this committee. cannot go into 
those proceedings to show him or to show you that my friend has 
misapplied the instance, in my opinion, because I am forbidden by 
the strict rules of parliamentary law and by that other consideration 
which should appeal to every member of this body and to every 
member of the other, and would to my friend, as I know, that we 
cannot go into the discussion of what takes place in either House in- 
dependent of the mere rule, but upon principles of the highest pro- 

riety. Of course, if we can debate those proceedings at all, we must 

ebate them fully; we must go to the bottom of th: matter, and we 
can all see that that would naturally lead in many instances to a 
state of feeling, of bitterness, of misrepresentation, of collision, and 
of everything that is bad in government, which cannot be endured. 
That is the A erp upon which the rule rests. If I were at libert, 
to refer in the slightest degree to what has taken place, I should fi 
authorized to state from the published proceedings that that body, 
true to its high dignity and its sense of justice, on a mere question 
of law on the face of the papers, declined to discharge its committee. 
But, as I say, I cannot go into it at all. 

Mr. President, I hope that {my honorable friend from Illinois and 
my honorable friends on the other side of this Chamber will be will- 
ing that this body shall proceed now to do those things in the last 
stages of its called session which are of the most absolute impor- 
tance to do, and which I cannot more particularly refer to with the 
doors open than I now do, and then proceed with these matters of 
privilege in their due order. To that end, I move that the Senate 

to the consideration of executive business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the Senate 1 to the consideration of executive business. 

* Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Will the Senator withdraw that motion? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I withdraw it if my friend will renew it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Of course. I do not wish to say anything 
in reply to the speech of the Senator from Vermont except where he 
accuses me of inconsistency. He says that in the early of the 
session I was Paving to vote upon the Enstis case, and requested 
that that should be referred. It was perfectly clear that that was a 
question of law, but I had never examined it, never had heard of the 
case really, and it did seem to me that it ought to be examined; but 
it has been a month since that took place, more than a month, five 


in such a hurry in respect to this matter that he is willing to force | weeks; and, if that was a simple question of law, why has it not been 


640 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


NOVEMBER 26, 


reported upon? I then supposed that this committee would speedily 
pra upon all these cases. 

. EDMUNDS. The same reason exists, probably, for that—I do 
not know anything about it—that often exists in the place from which 
my friend has so pral come, where it takes a good while to dispose 
of a disputed and doubtful question of law. 

Now, Mr. President, I renew my motion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I was about to renew it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the Senate now proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. WHYTE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EATON, (rhen Mr. BARNUM’s name was called.) My colleague 
[Mr. BARNUM] ired with the Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] 
on all questions of this character. 

Mr. EATON, (men hisname was called.) Mr. President, owing to 

a terrible calamity in the family of the honorable Senator from Cali- 
fornia, [Mr. SARGENT, J he is compelled to be absent, and recognizing 
the propriety of doing so, I have paired with him upon this and all 
questions of like character. 
Mr. HILL, (when his name was called.) For a reason which I 
deem entirely sufficient and proper I have to pair to-day on 
all political questions with the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. SPENCER. ] 
If he were present, he would vote “ yea” and I should vote “ nay” on 
this motion, 

Mr. JOHNSTON, (when his name was called. 
the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. WINDOM. 
would vote “yea” and I should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) On political questions 
I am paired with the Senator, absent, from Michigan, [Mr. Fenry.] 
Were he present, I should yote “nay” and he would vote“ yea.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. COCKRELL. My colleague [Mr. ARMSTRONG] is paired with 
the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLuMB.] Were my colleague here, he 
would vote “nay” and, I presume, the Senator from Kansas would 
vote “yea.” 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Maine [Mr. BLAINE] is paired 
with the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. GROVER.] The Senator from 
Maine would vote “ yea” and the Senator from Oregon “nay,” I pre- 
sume, 

Mr. CONKLING. Although the Senator from Connecticut has 
alluded to the fact, at the request of the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
HAMLIN] I state that, being compelled to return to his home, he paired 
upon this and like votes with the colleague of the Senator, [Mr. Bar- 


NUM. ] 

Mr. McMILLAN. My 5 Mr. WINDOM] is also necessarily 
absent from his seat, and is paired, as stated by the Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. JoHNsTON.] My colleague would vote “ yea” if he 
wero present. 

The result was announced—yeas 28, nays 30; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison. Antheny, Booth. Brace, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
lvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Seon Christiancy, Moe ia ower) Dorsey, 
Famund Hoar, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, 
Mitchell, Morrill, lesby, Paddock, Rollins, Saunders, Teller, and Wadleigh—2s. 
NAYS—Mesars. oy, Payar, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Illi- 
nnis, Garland, Gordon, Hereford, Jones of 


bury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, 


ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, 
Hill, Johnston, Maxey, Plumb, Gonak Sharon, Spencer, and Windom—15. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, if there are no facts now in 
dispute in the South Carolina case, the contest between Mr. Butler 
and Mr. Corbin, that was equally true at the time of our executive 
session last March. If the credentials of those two gentlemen and 
the contest between them at that time constituted a good ground for 
the reference of that contest and those credentials to a committee, 
then my friends upon the other side of the Chamber were right in woes 
to send those matters to a committee and I was right in voting wit 
them for that pu If there were no facts in dispute and no ques- 
tion of law in dispute which rendered it Droger to send that case to a 
committee, then my friends on the other side were wrong in voting to 
send it to a committee and I was wrong in voting with them fo that 
end. The question stands to-day just as it stood then. Having voted 
to send that case to a committee, I can see no ground on which I 
could justify a vote for discharging that committee, unless I were 
satisfied that they had purposely omitted their duty or proceeding as 
rapidly as possiblé with the business of that committee. After the 
explanations that have been made here by the members of that com- 
mittee and after hearing, as IT heard the other day from the Senatér 
from Gerrea who occupies a place upon the committee, [Mr. HILL, ] 
that he did not impute to them any want of good faith in their pro- 
ceedings in the business of the committee, I cannot vote to discharge 
that committee without casting an imputation upon them. I there- 
fore shall not vote to discharge them. 

I wish further to say that I am as anxious as the gentleman from 
Tilinois who has just addressed us for the speedy decision of this 
case. I feel the importance, and have all along felt the importance, 


I am paired with 
he were present, he 


of coming to as speedy a decision as was practicable, for the purpose 
of allowing those States te be represen A 


I agree with the gentle- 


man from Ilinois upon that point. There is no dispute between ns; 
but I wish to proceed in a proper and orderly manner, so as to get 
hold of the facts and to have the committee investi both the 
facts and the law to learn just what is in dispute. I think it would 
shorten the discussion here. It is my belief that before we get 
through with this discussion it will be found that there are facts in 
dispute as well as law; but so anxious have I been for a speedy re- 

rt upon all these cases of contested elections of Senators that I 

ave spoken to more than one member of that committed and said 
to them in plain words that, unless they were proceeding in good 
faith with the utmost fidelity and with the utmost speed to dispose 
of these cases, whenever I became satisfied that there was any inten- 
tional delay merely for the sake of delay, I should vote to discharge 
the committee. Such has been my feeling from the commencement, 
such itis now. But, supposing the committee would make a report, 
I have entirely neglected to investigate the facts, and without tho 
facts it was pee to investigate the law to any extent. Ido 
not wish to take up the ease piecemeal and have it all to go over 
again; and, if the vote is taken now, it may be I shall have to vote 
in the dark, as was said by the Senator from Vermont. 

But this one thing I will say, I do not know upon investigation up 
to this hour which way I ought to vote upon t question ; but if 
it is possible for me to find out what the law is, as applied to the 
facts when ascertained, I shall vote according to the law, and just 
as readily if the vote should be in favor of Mr. Butler as if it should 
be in favor of Mr. Corbin, and so I shall with all the other cases 
which may come up. Lintend to follow what I believe to be the 
law. But if the Senators on the other side will not give us an oppor- 
tunity of having a report of a committee so as to concentrate some- 
what the matters of law and fact and to get the necessary facts to- 
gether in a logical order, that I can investigate them, I shall be com- 
pelled to vote in the dark. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, my own political position is somewhat 
peculiar, I fear, and perhaps I ought to say a word or two in justiti- 
cation of the vote I topu to give cn the pendiug motion. The case 
is evidently one full of interest. It could not well help being so. 
Other struggles on other fields not less important than this have trans- 
spired before to-day. Dominion has been transferred from one dy- 
nasty to another by movements quite as sudden and quite as unex- 
pected as that by which it is now proposed to transfer the Senate 
from one party to another. I am very glad, sir, that so large a portion 
of the world as can crowd these galleries come here to see the thing 
done. I would not quite like that the delivery should be made with- 
out an audience. The honorable Senator from Georgia [Mr. HILL 
the other day avowed himself to be the victim of surprise. He wil 
allow me to offer him the tribute of a heartfelt sympathy. Here is 
another victim standing here. He was surprised, if I understood him, 
at acertain resolution agreed to in a committee of which he was a mem- 
ber. I was surprised at the mere making of the motion we are now 
considering—utterly rised, and have not recovered from it yet. 
Perhaps I ought not to have been surprised by the making of that 
motion, nor by the success which seems so far to have attended it. 
Perhapsif I had been as well informed as a Senator should be, I would 
not have been surprised. Perhaps if I had been as well informed as 
some citizens of the Republic who are not Senators, I would not have 
been surprised. This motion was made on Tuesday last, and the 
world was notified of it in the press of the next morning. I saw in 
a journal issued in this city on Thursday morning an extract from a 
newspaper published in the city of Pittsbu: the date not given, 
but the paragraph must have been been read in Pittsburgh before the 
honorable Senator from Ohio launched his motion upon the Senate, 
and which called the attention of its readers at that early hour o 
that early day to the struggles which the journalist thought was even 
then pending in the Senate; and while I was sitting here altogether 
unconscious of the blow impending, the citizens of Pittsburgh were 
aroused with the first notes of the struggle and with the detail of the 
forces by which the great end was to be accomplished. 

Mr. President, why ought this committee to be now discharged 
from the consideration of the subject referred to it in March last? 
Various reasons have been u „It is said that seats which ought 
to be filled are still vacant. e fact is undeniable. We do not ask 
the Senate to postpone for an hour the work of filling seats. There 
are two seats vacant from a State which is not called South Carolina. 
Touching the merits of the claimants to one of those seats, we are at 
last advised after the fullest consideration of a committee of this 
body. Their report is spread before us, If it be the sole object of 
Senators to fill seats, and they are willing to do it advisedly, would 
as lief do it after consideration as before, why not proceed now to con- 
sider the report made this morning? To that objection is made, and 
the objection of a single Senator puts the consideration of that case 
beyond the 3 of the Senate for the day. I submit; but I reply 
that while the Senate sits here ee that it will not consider a 
claim upon which you have the advice of your committee, ———— 
ought to assign some other reason than the mere vacuity of a seat for 
insisting that we shall now proceed to consider the claim urged to a 
seat upon which we have no advice, no information, no report. 

Mr. President, we have already been reminded that these creden- 
tials were referred to a committee in March last. The Senator from 
Ohio in bringing forward this motion the other day it upon 
the ground that there was no disputed fact in the ease. He may bo 
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right; but every fact is in the case to-day and every disputed ques- 
tion is in the case to-day that was in if in March last. Then there 
was not upon this floor the Senator so well informed that he felt equal 
to the responsibility of voting on this question, and when the propo- 
sition was made to refer the credentials of these claimants to a com- 
mittee there was not the Senator u the floor who had an objection 
to urge against it. With the unanimous consent of everybody in the 
Senate the reference was made. The seals were knocked off the doors 
of the committee-room the other day, and we have had a full history 
of what has taken placo in the committee, and from that narrative it 
appears that from the day the reference was made down to this there 
not only has not been a fact laid before the committee, but there has 
not been a motion made in the committee with relation to this matter; 
there has been no complaint of delay, no hint of want of diligence, 
no member of the committee of any political party, of either of the 
three political parties which have referred to this morning, has 
complained of delay in making the report or taken the first step to 
end that delay. While the committee was doing the work assigned 
to it in the way and with a diligence satisfactory to every member 
of it, a portion of the Senate seems to have become impatient and this 
motion is launched upon the Senate, not to terminate their deliber- 
ations, but to forbid the committee from beginning deliberation upon 
this question. How does it happen that, when in this Senate there 
was not a man who did not in March last seek the advice of a com- 
mittee of the body, there was so large a number of the Senators per- 
fectly willing to forego the investigations and the advice of that com- 
mittee on Wednesday last? 

The Senator from Delaware [Mr. 6 be ed to the sense 
of honor which he thought ought to animate the Senate, He seemed 
to inquire rather complainingly if there were not left in the Senate 


of the United States a sense of the raga era of any kind of honor 


except those springing from financial o tions. e criticism, I 
think, with all respect to the Senator, was a little too general. If 
there is anything in this particular claim which addresses itself to 
the honor of the Senate peculiarly, I do not think the intimation 
should have gone to the country that the whole Senate was insensi- 
ble to the dictates of honor. There certainly were thirty democrats 
on this floor as keenly alive to the dictates of honor as the Senator 
from Delaware could ask, and it seems that there were two repub- 
licans, so far as we can judge from their votes on this question, as 
keenly alive to the dictates of honor as the Senator from Delaware 
was, as ready to respond to the calls of honor, and who responded 

as promptly, if not as enthusiastically, as the Senator from 

aware. ES 

But, certainly, Mr. President, I think there is no claim upon the 
honor of the Senate to attend to this particular case to the exclusion 
of both the other cases which have been presented to the Senate and 
one of which comes back to the Senate from the committee again 
this momma But if no good reason can be assigned why this com- 
mittee should be dise , Wo may just as well discharge it if there 
is no good reason why it should not be discharged; but I have a 
good reason for not agreeing to that discharge myself. Tam one of 
the unfortunates here, one of the la in investigation. I do 
not know what this South Carolina question is. I have thought I 
had a right, under the rules of your body, to the advice of a commit- 
tee since you had sought it, and I thought I might much more safely 
for the cause of justice wait for that advice than undertake to inves- 
tigate for myself. Besides that, I thought I had a very ae excuse 
for not attempting to investigate it. I happened to myself a 
member of several other committees of this y, and the labors of 
some of those committees, it is well known to the Senate, have occu- 
pied a great deal of time since this session commenced. I have had 
no time to expend upon the South Carolina question. Until within 
the last twenty-four hours I could have given not the most shadowy 
statement of what the South Carolina question is. I happened to 
meet with my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON,] who is better informed 
than I am, and putting to him some few questions, leading perhaps, 
I am able to say that I have an impression about it this morning, but 
not the impression upon which I should like to vote. I think I have 
a right to ask as one man, at least I have a right to vote as one mem- 
ber of the Senate, not to meet the issue in this case until I can be 
authentically advised by a committee of the Senate. And for this 
reason, & reason perhaps which holds 2 8 with no Senator on this 
floor save myself, I shall feel compelled to vote against this motion; 
and I think with these remarks I shall be content to rest my defense 
of my own vote. . 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, it was not my intention to ad- 
dress the Senate to-day. I propose to-morrow on the main question 
to address the Senate at some length; but if I can say anything that 
will quiet the alarm of my republican friends on this side of the 
Chamber I want to do it. The republican party has been a brave 
party; but I never saw it so fluttered in my life as it is just now, and 
for no cause in the world. What is the question before this body? 
The question is on a resolution to discharge the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections from the consideration of the case of M. C. But- 
ler, of South Carolina. Gentlemen who rise on this side of the 
Chamber and find fault with certain persons, their associates, for 
voting as they do on this resolution, should first admit and confess 
whose fault it is that this motion is before usto-day. We have been 
in session since the 15th of October, and there has been no move- 
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ment, no report from the Committee on Privileges and Elections in 
re to any of these cases. Every Senator on this side of the 
Chamber has known the anxiety that reports should be made on 
these cases. uently have I told my friends on this side of the 
Chamber that if the report in the Kellogg case came up I would stand 
by that report until it was settled; and I never told a democrat on 
the other side of the Chamber except General Butler that if this mo- 
tion was made in his case I would vote for it in penno to voting 
on Kellogg's case. I told General Butler that if the Kellogg report 
was delayed and not brought up until after his friends should bring 
up the motion for his admission I would stand by the motion in his 
favor. Now, if that is corruption, call it corruption, and make the 
most of it. 

Mr. President, I am a Senator on this floor. I have taken the same 
oath that every other Senator has taken; I propose to do my duty; 
and there is no power in the Senate or ont of it that can drive me 
from what I believe is right. Iam prepared to give the Senate and 
the country the reasons why I vote for the admission of M. C. Butler 
as a Senator from South Carolina, and I am ready to stand or fall 
upon the verdict of the public when I give those reasons. There has 
been so much said on this question in the newspapers and on the 
streets that I do not propose to reply to it; but I do propose to reply 
to some things that have been said here. It is said that I propose to 
transfer the political power of this body to the democratic party. 
No man living has authority to quote me for such a purpose, I would 
sooner lose my right arm than do anything to endanger the supremacy 
of the republican per, If voting for General M. C. Butler use 
he is honestly and fairly elected is to destroy the republican party, 
God knows it ought to be destroyed very soon. Therepublican party 
cannot be affected by a question of right; but gentlemen ask me to 
do wrong. Seating General M. C. Butler makes but one more demo- 
cratic vote on the opposite side of the Chamber. It is not my fault 
that the case of Kellogg is not before the Senate and that his 
case was not voted upon before the case of General Butler was 
brought up. I had no control over this matter. If it had been left 
with me, I would not have brought up this resolution, -but it is 
here, and I stand here to represent the people of South Carolina. 
When I vote for General M. C, Butler, I know I am voting to carry 
out the will and the wish of the people whom I have the honor to 
represent on this floor. They believe he was elected. The courts 
have decided that the Legislature which elected him is a mig and 
a lawful body, and I am bound to obey their mandate; and I pro- 
pose to do it. 

Now, Mr. President, some people affect surprise at my vote. 
There is not a Senator on this side of the Chamber who does not 
know that it was published all summer that I would vote for the 
admission of General M. C. Butler. When the Legislature met under 
the call of Governor Hampton on the 24th of April, 1877, I was at 
Columbia. The Chamberlain government had vanished. Whose 
fault was that? I think there are around me some gentlemen who 
stood by the President and who advised the President to commit 
what I think the greatest blunder of his administration, and that 
was to remove the troops from the State-house in South Carolina. I 
fought that polly, as Jong as I could, and I wish I could have con- 
tinued to fight it until this day; but I was stricken down and my 
party went down with me. 

My friends assembled in Columbia after the Legislatare was or- 
panen I took their advice upon this question; lawyers and mem- 

rs of the senate and members of the house, who had voted for me. 
Isnbmitted to them the question: “ Now, what must I do?” and they 
all told me, with very few exceptions: «Ai you can do now is to vote 
to seat Butler. They say the Hampton Legislature is logal, lawful, 
and constitutional; we think it is better for the peace and quiet and 
protection of our people that you should not antagonize them on that 
question, and that you should vote to seat General Butler.” I have 
plenty of witnesses here to the trath of that statement. I returned 
to Washington in May. I had an interview with a reporter of the 
National Republican of this city, in which I announced distinctly 
that I would vote for Batlers admission and gave the reason. It 
went all over the country. But now, because my friends on this side 
of the Chamber, who believed I would not do it, who believed they 
could persuade me not to do so—perhaps some of them were silly 
enough to believe they could bulldoze me into not doing it—affect 


great surprise. After what I have passed through in South Carolina 
injeight years in political campai I do not propose to be bulldozed 
in this Senate. It is not a place to wind up the bulldozing 


operation. To show the feeling of the republicans in South Caro- 
lina, I may mention that on last Thursday, when this subject was 
before the Senate, and before I had voted upon it, I received a dis- 
patch, which I shall read, from a friend in New York, a citizen of 
South Carolina, one of the most prominent republicans there and a 
man who spent as much money in the campaign last year as any man 
in the State to secure you your seat, Mr. President, and Mr. Hayes his 
seat, He telegraphed from New York to me as follows: 


New Yorx, November 22, 1877. 
Hon. J. J. PATTERSON, Senate; 


Stand firmly by Butler. It is the only hope we have got. 

There is one rule I have always followed in life, and that is to take 
the advice of friends and ple who are as much interested as my- 
self in the question; and it is a pretty safe rule. I am very sorry 
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that Gen. Butler is a democrat. I wish he were a republican; but 
I cannot change him. It is not my fault. 

My friend from New York, [Mr. CONKLING,] for whom I entertain 
as much respect as I do for any man in this Chamber, in his good- 
natured way the other day talked about holy or unholy alliances, 
Well, I do not know whether he referred to me or not; but I am 
voting to seat M. C. Butler, and I suppose that gives color to the 
idea that I have formed some alliances with the democratic party. 
I have no doubt it is a surprise to the democrats, because this is the 
first time they ever got any aid and comfort from me. I haye been 
in this Senate nearly five years, and you can refer to my record, My 
record has been straight and square; I never voted to lower the flag; 
some others did; I did not. 

I do not know what my friend from New York refers to by “holy 
or unholy alliances.” I have stated all I have had to do with this 
question. If that is a holy alliance, or if it is an unholy alliance, or 
if it is a corrupt bargain, let the world know it, and I will take the 
responsibility of my action before my people and before the country. 
Iam first responsible to my people in South Carolina for my action 
here, and I will let them say whether it is a corrupt bargain; I will 
let them say whether it is a holy oran unholy alliance for me to vote 
for the man of their choice when he was fairly, and honestly, and 
legally elected. I call upon the democrats on the other side of the 
C ber to say whether I ever offered any terms to them or proposed 
any? Ihave a recollection of talking to perhaps the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. TAMAS, J and the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Gor- 
DON, ] and telling them that I would vote for Butler, and also to ny 
friend from North Carolina, [Mr. Ransom.] I know distinctly 
have told him over and over again that I would vote for Butler. 

Mr. LAMAR. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? I think 
he is under a misapprehension. I have no recollection at all of his 
ever having made any such statement to me, 

Mr. PATTERSON. I cannot recollect. I know I did not talk to 
many but I thought I had spoken to my friend from Mississippi. It 
makes no difference, however; but this is what I want to say: that if 
there has. been any unholy alliance or any bargain I am not a party 
to it. Isay right here to the Senator from Vermont that I hope he 
will ask tho Senate to appoint a committee of investigation and let 
us see whether there has been formed a corrupt bargain, and I want 
the world to know whether I am a party to it. I challenge such an 
investigation ; and I say it is not fair, I say it is not kind, to use no 
harsher words, for a Senator to rise on this floor and assert that he 
believes there has been a corrupt bargain because two of his fellow- 
Senators choose to vote differently from what he does. The Senator 
from Vermont voted against the admission of Pinchback. Why? 
Because he thought it was right to vote that way. Did I, who voted 
for Pinckback’s admission because I thought it was right to vote that 
way, get up in this body and charge a corrupt bargain? No; I have 
too much respect for him and too much respect for myself to do such 
a thing. He had a right to vote against Pinchback’s admission. 
Why? Because he thought he was not elected. I voted for his ad- 
mission, not because he was a republican, not to maintain a repub- 
lican supremacy in this body, but becanse I believed he was elected. 
Right here now, republican Senators, because I am a republican Sen- 
ator, bring up any question of party if you dare before this body ; 
bring np any . that is legitimately a party question, if you 
dare, and I will vote as squarely as any of you. © a motion to 
reconsider the vote on Pinchback's case and I will vote to seat him. 
How many of 14 5 will do that? Where are those gentlemen who 
voted to keep him out? Isaw in a newspaper that some Senator 
who had voted to keep Pinchback out said he wished he had voted 
to put him in. Now let that Senator get up and make a motion to 
reconsider that vote and let us have that question over again ; and I 
will vote for him just as I did before. 

Mr. President, I have talked a great deal longer than I intended 
to do. I have some feeling about this matter. Iam anag opon my 
own responsibility, and I propose to do it. I have been out of 
the republican party because I am casting this vote. By whom? 
Who is the man who has the right to read me out of the republican 
party? There is not a man upon this floor, I do not care who he is, 
who was in the republican party one hour before I was. I have been 
a consistent member of the republican party since its organization. I 
never voted for a democrat in my life for any office. If God lets me 
live, I never will. I never bolted a ticket in my life. I have stood 
by the flag, and I propose to continue the poet fight; but if voting 
upon my oath, and on my conscience, and on my full responsibility 
as a Senator, for a man who is honestly and legally elected, as de- 
clared by the constituted authorities of the country, by the supreme 
court of my State, is treason to tae, pariy, because that man is a 
democrat, I say the men who make t charge are not the true 


friends of the republican party. 

The republican party of this country is the party of right. It is 
brave enough and strong enough at times and under all circum- 
stances to do what is right. Let every member of that party do 
that and maintain the proud character of that great party that I 
love as dearly as I love my life. I say here that no Senator upon 
this floor has made more sacrifices to maintain that party in the 
Southern States, on that uncongenial soil, than I have. me out 
of the republican party! Men are reading me out of the republican 
party in Pennsylvania who threw eggs at me for making republican 


there in 1856. They were as bitter democrats then as they 


speeches 
pretend to be warm republicans now. Let me say to my republic- 
an friends on this side of the Chamber, Possess your souls in peace; 
the power of the republican party in the Senate and its supremacy 
will not be transferred to the other side. “The star of empire,” to 
which my friend from New York referred the other day, is not going 
westward by my vote. Oh, no, there is no danger of that. The re- 
ublicans on this side of the Chamber should bear with mo as they 
ve borne with my friend from Vermont and other Senators who 
have differed with them. I ask for my poor humble self a little of 
the forbearance that you extend to that giant, [Mr. EpMUNDs.] What 
he can do, in the name of God allow me to do, will you not? 

There is one personal matter that I propose to refer to since I am 
on the floor, and I make this reference to the matter more to do jus- 
tice to the gentleman who is asking a seat upon this floor from my 
State than to myself. Ihave been so accustomed all my life to be 
misrepresented by the newspapers, that I do not care very much what 
our friends up there in the reporters’ gallery say. It was published 
in a newspaper the other day that General Butler met mein a private 
corridor of the Chamber, and ordered me to come in here and vote 
upon a motion. I wrote a card to the newspaper; I hoped it would 
be satisfactory, but any person who will read the newspaper will 
find it was not. The editor of the newspaper pretends to say that he 
has reliable information that the statement that he made is true and 
that the statement I make is untrue. I have this to say in regard to 
that statement: When the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS 
moved to strike out the name of “ M. C. Butler, of South Carolina, 
and insert the name of “ William Pitt Kellogg, of Lonisi ” I went 
out into the corridor; I there met Gen Butler, and he said: 
“ Senator, that is a party question ; I cannot ask you to vote against 
that motion; it may place you in a false position with your own 
party; I have so told Senator Conover; Senator CONOVER has gone to 

is committee-room, and he is not going to vote, and the motion will 
prevail by the Soe | vote of the Vice-President.” 

Mr. CONOVER. the Senator will allow me a moment, I wish 
to verify thestatement he has made, and to state that General Butler 
told me he ed that as a party question, and requested me not 
to vote upon that question, and therefore I did not. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I said to General Butler in answer, that if the 
Kell matter had been brought up first that I had always told him 
that I wonld vote on the Kellogg case until it was disposed of, but as 
the friends of Governor Kellogg had delayed the motion and his 
friends had got the precedence I felt it due to him, at least, to bring his 
case before the Senate, and that I would go in and vote against the 
motion. General Butler remonstrated with me and did not want me 
to vote, but I came in and voted. I did it then, and 1 will do it now, 
and I will do it as often as it becomes necessary; so that it may just 
as well be understood first as last. As to the languago that the news- 
paper says was used by General Butler, it is simply untrue. I have 
never in my intercourse with General Butler, in eight years, known 
him to be anything else but a gentleman ; aud there is not a man who 
lives here or in South Carolina who will gainsay what I assert. I 
make this statement in his defense, because he is not on this floor to 
3 himself. When he gets here, if he ever does, he can defend 

mself, 

Mr. President, in conclusion I have just one or two words to say. I 
know I am misrepresented all over the country. Iam held up asa 
traitor to my y. I have great respect for newspaper men, the 
reporters, for I used to be one myself, and I have a kind feeling for 
them, and I know how easy it is for them to write articles, and send 
off what they hear, and a good deal that they do not hear, although 
they do not mean any harm by it. But I want to say here in 
Senate, and I hope they will let it goalong with what they say, (they 
may say whatever they please about me, and abuse me as much as 
they please) that in voting for General Butler I am trying to carry 
out the will of my own people. They want him as their Senator; and 
when I use the word “people,” I do not mean alone the democratic 
party, I mean the republican party of South Carolina. Isay to-day 
that I believe I am representing the best interests and wishes of the 
republican y in South Carolina when I vote to seat General M. 
C. Butler. Under other circumstances, if they had not been over- 
thrown and abandoned, it would have been very different; but under 
their peculiar circumstances, I know that I am acting in accord with 
their wishes, and at the same time carrying out the law. 

Mr. ent, this is all that I have to say until to-morrow, when 
I propose to address myself to the merits of the question, 

Bir. CHRISTIAN CX. Mr. President, I have nothing to say against 
the explanation of the Senator from South Carolina. I agree with 
him that it does not necessarily determine the question whether a 
man is a republican or not because he may vote for General Butler or 
for any other particular man. I do not know. as I have already said 
to the Senate, that I myself should vote for General Butler. I cer- 
tainly shall if upon the facts as I shall understand them the law is 
with him, and I should still claim to be a republican. But while I 
say this with reference to the explanation, I must say also that, having 
a great reverence for logic, the Senator from South Carolina has 
barely intimated one argument to show that he is a strong repub- 
lican. I think he scarcely did justice to himself on that point, and I 
wish to halip him out of that as far as my feeble abilities will permit. 
I refer to his logic upon the main question that General Butler is 
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elected. Now, as I understand him, he blamed the Administration 
for having withdrawn the troops from South Carolina, and said he 
fought against it just as long he could. 

ATT N. Will the Senator allow me to correct him? I 
did not blame him, but I said that he did it. Ido not blame any 


body. 

Mr.CHRISTIANCY. The Senator did say, however, that he fought 
against that as long as he could. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And that it was the greatest blunder the Admin- 
istration had committed. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I said it was a great blunder, but I did not 
blame anybody for it. 

Mr. CHRIS IANCY. The Senator said it was the greatest blunder 
the Administration had committed. Very well. Itmay beso. Iam 
only looking at the logic of the matter, not disputing the fact. 

Now, I believe that military force was there to 1 and did 
protect a certain ee known as the Chamberlain legislature, 
sitting in the State-house. I believe that was the Legislature which 
was under the protection of the military, and I wish to inquire of the 
Senator, for that seems to be a point involved in his logic, if he be- 
lieves that it was a just and proper policy for any administration to 
protect an ei Legislature? If not, it must be put on the ground 
that he wished to see that military protection because it was the 
legal Legislature. If the legal 5 then Mr. Corbin would 
be the man who was elected, for I believe it does turn out upon all 
the papers that I have seen that that was the Legislature that 
sought to elect Mr. — ei aT nen 

ow, as there can ut one legal Legislature ng in the 
at the same time, he must therefore infer that the Legislature which 
was called the Hampton legislature, and which elected Mr. Butler, 
was an illegal islature. Now, if the Senator can stand with an 
administration that would protect an illegal Legislature, I think he 
roves his republicanism to an extreme to which I cannot go. That 
is all I wish to say, merely in regard to the logic of his explanation. 

Mr. CONOVER. Mr. President, it is well known to every Senator 
that Iam not a lawyer. I have not the vanity to suppose that I can 
cope in debate upon this question with the able and distinguished 
lawyers of the Senate. It might be better to amend the Constitu- 
tion so as to provide that questions involving grave matters of con- 
stitutional or statutory law should be decided by our Judiciary Com- 
mittee or by the lawyers of the Senate, as a are decided by the 
law-lords in the Parliament of England; but such is not the case. 
By the rules of the Senate, when the yeas and nays have been ordered 
and the roll is called, every Senator, be he lawyer, doctor, merchant, 
or r, must auswer yea or nay, and that, too, without debate. 
It been my habit on all previous like occasions to give a silent 
vote, as dictated by my ju t and conscience. I should take the 
same course now, but for the remarkable language employed by some 
Senators in the debate upon this question last week and again to- 
day. The senior Senator from New York, speaking of the motion to 
lay this resolution on the table, was pleased to say, with the irony 
and sarcasm of which he is a master: 

Mr. President, this ag iron esterday was not accidental or careless. I a 
positive in prire e f... AAEE, The motion tola; — 
the table was not a stray motion. The Senator from Massachusetts had, I s 
considered it. Other Senators had considered italso. It was not by accidentthat 
I lost not one moment, when the motion was made, in ere yeas and nays 
upon it. My pu was to put the motion to lay on the table beyond the reach of 

withdrawal by . I have no hesitation in avowing my 
There had been, if not rumors, whispers of new and s 


for 
alliances. Itis to be hoped they are holy alliances. Stone bad boca P ot 
lances pending for some time, and which 
certainty—allian 


constituted, and, like the star of Em- 

pire, “ westward take its way.” I wha iare rreg therefore, to get upon th 
ournal the fact that the constitutional one- of the Senate had ordered the 

and nays to be taken; my object, of course, being that the forty-fourth rule of the 

Senate might operate, &c. 

Mr. President, the Senate is now engaged, as it has often been be- 
fore, in deciding upon the claims of rival contestants for a seat in 
this body. What is the duty of the Senate and of every Senator in 
such a case? Not being a lawyer myself, I naturally turn to the ex- 
pressed sentiments of lawyers in this body. In the debates on the 
question of the admission of Mr. Pinchback as a Senator from Louisi- 
una, the Senator from Vermont broke away from the majority of his 
party and voted with the democrats. 

Turning to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for March 3, 1876, page 
1436, you will find the vindication that Senator gave of the now uu- 
pardonable crime of following conviction and conscience inst the 
demands of party interest. The Senator from Vermont said : 

We are acting in this case under the Constitution of the United States, 
which points out to us what our duty is. It declares that 

Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of 
its own members,” 

— solemn declaration of the Constitution — then, that we are to be the jud 


ot, not the citizen, but we are to 
justice under the law and deter- 


cause his race 
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of no excuse upon 


conceive hich 
lowed to persuade themselves to believe that any consideration of wish, expedi- 
even, should interfere with the calm majesty of the ding 


w to us as judges, and in no other way, and should have its free 
course. And I have felt something of sir, on one or two of the occasions 
when this sa has before us, at seeing w seemed to me (al 


bject been 
hope I may have been mistaken) to be something of that spirit which, pi ing 
from the best motives, is yet, if allowed to affect a question of this kind, equall; 
th Conal, 
a 


Me aT en en iE OAE Tek can air ia and a simple one, 
am su; t our du a narrow a sim 

and that we are te axehade fom it every 2 of the tics of this claim- 
knowledge of everything which his vote in this body, if admitted, may 
here may affect, the question 


Mr. President, this is the defense the Senator from Vermont mado 
for himself when he was situated as I am now, following his con- 
i ess of the of his party. The Senator from New 
York said nothing in reply about holy alliances or political coalitions. 
He did not denounce the Senator from Vermont as an “ally,” “reserve” 
or “recruit” of the democratic party, because upon that occasion he 
was voting with the democrats. It is true that in a party sense it 
was not as important then whether Pinchback should be admitted 
or not as it now is whether Mr. Butler shall be admitted or not, be- 
cause the republicans had a ter majority then than they have 
now. But, who will do the Senator from Vermont the injustice to 
say that he would have done otherwise than he did, even had the 
seating of Pinchback been necessary to the preservation of republi- 
can control of this body? Or, who supposes that he will now vote 
to seat Mr. Kellogg, unless it can be shown that the cases are materi- 
ally different, and that the republican administration in Louisiana 

i by President Grant had less right and pneu elect a 
Senator than the administration of that State which ident Hayes 
has expressly refused to recognize. Whatever course the Senator 
from Vermont shall determine it to be his duty to pursue, there is 
little fear that the Senator from New York will denounce him as a 
recruit of the democratic party. 

If the Senator from Vermont correctly apprehended his duty and 
stated it accurately in the lan, e I have quoted, then I am safe 
in following his declarations to their just and legitimate conclusions. 
If he was mistaken, learned as he is in the law, still I, who am not a 
lawyer at all, may hope to be excused for marching under his banner. 
At all events, accepting the rule laid down by that Senator as the 
rule of duty for me to-day, I come to state the reasons why I shall 
vote to seat Mr. Butler. 

Not being a lawyer, I can neither wield nor pee has the quirks 
and subtleties of the law, and disregarding them altogether and look- 
ing with unprofessional eyes I see a democratic State administration 
in South Carolina, recognized by President Hayes, the leader and 
head of our party. 

If the democrats carried the State, as our President has determined, 
I cannot see why 1585 have not a right to elect a Senator belonging 
to their own party. I am not willing to oppose the decision the 
ident has e upon this subject, and I am not willing to stultify 
myself by saying that a democratic State elected a republican Sen- 
ato; 


T. 

Bitter fountains cannot pour forth sweet waters ; no more can dem- 
ocratic States elect republican Senators. This democratic State has 
not done so. 

Again, I understand that the supreme court of South Carolina has 
decided that the Legislature which elected Mr. Butler was the legal 
Legislature of the State. Can we go back of that decision? I think 
not. It has been recently decided by a tribunal the like of which 
never sat on earth, a tribunal called into existence to lead the nation 
out of a wilderness of trouble and gloom, com of judges of the 
Supreme Court, Senators, and members of the House of Representa- 
tives—lawyers all—that the Senate and House of Representatives 
combined could not go behind the decision of the returning board of 
a State, even in case of actual fraud, to determine who were the duly- 
elected electors of Louisiana, and that this results from the right of 
a State to regulate herown affairs. How, then,can we now go behind 
the decision of the supreme court of the State as to which of the two 
bodies is the rightfal Legislature of that State? There may be cun- 
ning reasons satisfactory to lawyers, some mysterious logic so deep in 
the law as to be beyond common comprehension yhy; to elect a re- 
publican President, we can hold ourselves concluded y the decision 
of a State returning board, and at the same time, to prevent a demo- 
cratic Senator from taking his eeat, we can go behind the decision of 
the supreme court of the State. Such adroitness may be familiar to 
the profession, but laymen cannot be expected to understand it, nor 
can plain, honest men be expected to be governed byit. I could not 
vote to disregard the decision of the supreme court of South Carolina 
without feeling that I was voting against the legitimacy of the Presi- 
dent, and I am not willing to cast the slightest shadow upon the title 
Face President Hayes exercises the functions of the executive 
office. How can it be maintained that the decision of a returning- 
board of a State is binding upon both Houses of Con and yet 
the decision of the supreme court of a State is not binding upon one 
House; and that, too, in tne determination of a State and not a Fed- 
eral question? Shrewd lawyers may see their way to vote for their 
party candidates under such conflicting cireumstan: but I deem it 
safer for me to follow my duty, as laid down by my friend the Sen- 


644 


ator from Vermont, and to vote according to my convictions and con- 
science, re; ess of opposing party interests. 

I have always been a republican; I am one to-day, unless it is im- 
possible for me to vote my convictions on a question we are deciding 
as judges and still be a republican. I believe a man may be both an 
honest man and a republican ; if not, the former is preferable to the 


latter. 

All reports, all whisperings that I have formed a coalition with 
the democrats are utterly fa No democrat, inside or outside this 
Chamber, has ever approached me with assurance of benefit to my- 
self if I would vote to seat Mr. Butler; and one reason why I make 
this plain declaration of my purpose is that I may not be approached 
with like assurances by my political friends if I will vote the other 


way. 

[Manifestations of applause in the galleries, which were checked 
by the Vice-President.] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I rise at this present moment 
merely to ask for order. 1 wish to ask the Chair to enfore the rules 
of the Senate on everybody and all sides respecting manifestations 
of applause or otherwise in the galleries. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will endeavor to do so. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And I shall insist on the next occasion that the 
galleries be cleared and that the disorderly persons be arrested. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The disorder comes from gentlemen who 

the privileges and hospitality of the Senate; the Chair is 
sorry to say it; but he will enforce the rule in all its rigors if the 
applause shall be repeated. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, Now that I am up, Mr. President, I wish to sub- 
mit an amendment to this resolution. I have nothing to say at all 
in respect of the observations of the Senator from South Carolina 
and those of the Senator from Florida so far as they relate to any- 
thing that I have said or done, but I feel it to be an imperative duty, 
of as high character I hope as that of Senators who have defended 
their course so recently, to test the sense of the Senate, in order that 
they may be vindicated if they are right, and in order that the trath 
may be known upon making an inquiry into this business, We saw 
on Thursday last, you saw, the citizens of the United States who 
came here to observe the deliberations of one of the great bodies in 
the Government saw, some scenes and spectacles occurring here, not 
of differences of opinion—I do not allude to that—not of differences 
of votes—I do not allude to that—but respecting the conduct of claim- 
ants to seats, of persons who have been Senators, and one of whom 
has been expelled from this body, and of Senators who certainly, if I 
am any judge of human opinions and feelings as derived from the 
observation of their faces and demeanors, caused a shock and a sense 
of shame and humiliation on both sides of this Chamber. And that 
was followed R in the publie press that one of the 
members of this body being under indictment in a State of this Union 
for an alleged offense, which, if proved, would disqualify him to sit 
here of course—as I believe the alleged 


offense was that of procurin 


his election to this body by bribery—that Senator had ac throug 
the influence of the threat of conviction, innocent or guilty—a partial 
prejudged, one-sided conviction, without re; to his having a fair 


trial and upright justice—a threat that he should go to the peniten- 
tiary unless he should vote to admit a certain claimant; and that 
that claimant had held out to him that, if he did vote to seat him, he 
should not go to the penitentiary; that the wheels of justice in that 
State should stop and he should go free. p 

Mr. PATTERSON Mr. President, will the Senator from Vermont 
allow me to interrupt him? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Vermont yield? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I was in the cloak-room when he commenced 
to make his remarks, and perhaps I have not caught the run of them. 
Do I understand the gentleman from Vermont to make that state- 
ment upon his own responsibility ? 

Mr, EDMUNDS. the statements that I make, Mr. President, 
I make upon my own responsibility just as I make them. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Then if the gentleman from Vermont says 
that I have made a bargain of that kind, all I have got to say is that 
it is not true. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Well, Mr. President, the Senator has a perfect 
right to say that I have not said that he made a bargain of that kind. 
The Senator does me great injustice. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I take it all back then. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is one of the duties, not only of a gentleman, 
but of a member of this body, to be pretty careful in his statements. 
I was stating, and I will repeat it for the information of the Senator 
who it seems was in the cloak-room, that we had observed certain 
transactions which occurred last Thursday, in which certain persons 
were 3 and obviously the actors, and that certain statements 
thereof had been putes made in the public press and otherwise, 
with what truth I know not; and that it was due that we should 


know the truth for the vindication of the Senator, if vindication he 
should be entitled to, as I hope he may; that he being—I did not use 
his name, but I referred to him certainly 

Mr. PATTERSON. I have no doubt of it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That he being under indictment, as was said, for 
the alleged offense of procuring his election to this body by bribery— 
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that is the published statement, if I correctly understand if; I do not 
know whether that is the charge or not—— 

Pots PATTERSON. That is one of the charges. There are several 
of them. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is one of the charges. The statement made 
was that he had been threatened with the progress of that prosecu- 
tion and a conviction, innocent or guilty, no matter what the facts 
might be; that justice is so administered in that State, as they say, 
that it is easy enough to convict what they style down there so op- 
probiously a northern man who—— 

a GORDON. May I ask the Senator where he gets his informa- 
tion 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, the Senator may. 

Mr. GORDON. I will hear it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will repeat again, for I do not know but that 
my friend has been in the cloak-room. a I say it is the 
public, common statement over the streets, in the mouth of everybody, 
and in the public 7 5 one of which I hold in my hand—I do not 
vouch for the truth of it—— 

Mr. SAULSBURY, I rise to a point of order, Mr. President, that 
there is no charge in anything here against any particular party. 
The morality of this Senate requires that no detail of scandal in the 
newspapers against a Senator should be indulged in in this body 
without some specific charge made against that Senator. This is a 
high body; its morality ought to be preserved; and if the details of 
scandal against members may be indulged in, it becomes a precedent 
which may come home to plague each member of this body. Suppose 
I myself, if this is allowed, should happen to find something charging 
the Senator from Vermont, what then? Am I, without any specific 
charge made against the Senator in this body, to rise up and intimate 
what had been said in the newspapers of the country in reference to 
the Senator? Ihope that the morality of this body will be preserved, 
and that that precedent will not be established. . 

Mr. GORDON. If the Senator will allow me I had not finished. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, Let us have the point of order settled first, Mr. 
President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair overrules the point of order. 
It does not understand the Senator from Vermont to have made a 
charge against any Senator. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now I will go on if I can have leave. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. President, the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
Epmunps] has seen fit to arraign by insinuation not only two of his 
former party associates, but this side of the Chamber for what he is 
pleased to intimate was a corrupt in. And, sir, upon what sort 
of evidence? Upon newspaper articles, idle reports, and whisperings 
around the Capitol. Sir, I wish to place that Senator upon notico 
that if arraignments are in order in the Senate Chamber upon such 
evidence ; if corruption is to be by insinuation and innuendo, 
which I will not follow Webster in saying is the basest subterfuge of 
cowardice, of malice, and of falsehood; if such indictments are in 
order in this body, then lèt the Senator take notice that upon like 
evidence I could charge that his political associates had essayed to 
control the judge upon the bench and to invoke a decision in this 
criminal prosecution to subserve the pre of his party. I repeat, 
sir, that while I protest against such insinuations in the Senate, I 
serve notice now that upon like evidence I conld convict republican 
Senators of the attempt to force the judge of the district court to 
hold his decision over the head of the Senator from South Carolina 
to induce him to retrace his steps back into the fold of the party. I 
could convict them, I say, of seeking to change the very sanctuary of 
justice into the altar of sacrifice for a Senator who dared to break 
through the lines of party and vote according to the dictates of his 
conscience. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Well, Mr. President, I am very glad that my 
friend has put in that little speech in the midst of mine; and, before 
I forget it, as I am afraid I may, I wish to tell my honorable friend 
from Georgia that if he has heard any rumors of that kind that ap- 
pa to have any responsible source from which they come, or that 

k to him as if it were possible they could be proved, he cannot be 
too speedy in bringing the matter to the attention of this body, and 
he may be quite sure that he will get the little influence and all the 
votes that I have in aid of an investigation of it now and here. 

Mr. GORDON. There is quite as much truth, Mr, President, in the 
one as the other. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It may be. It may be that there is truth in 
both; it may be that there is not any in both; but it is for the sake 
of the morality of this body that we should not stifle inquiry, but 
whenever the whole public sense is looking with anxious eye, not to 
the balance of parties, but to the purity of this body, it is not well 
for the Senators, I think, to put on their night-gown of morality and 
draw it over the tops of their heads and say, Don't lock at me; 
don’t look at me.” It might be too scant in the skirts for that, pos- 
sibly. [Laughter.] 

Now I will go on, Mr. President. I was saying—and this I must 
be excused also for saying that I am led to say from what has arepped 
from the Senator from South Carolina and the Senator from Flor- 
ida—I was proceeding to say that something worthy of attention 
appears in all the public prints of Friday last and of Saturday per- 
haps; I should not say all, butin a good many, and I happen to 
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have one before me, a newspaper having 2 
tion as anyin the United States,in which gs to which I have 
been speaking are definitely described 1775 spoken of, perhaps untruly ; 
I hope most sincerely untraly; but it is high time, in my opinion, to 
inquire into them. I may differ from the Senator from Georgia; I 
may not have the morality of the Senator from Delaware; but in my 
opinion, with such morality as I happen to be of, it is the 
highest and the first duty of this body, after what has taken place, not 
about votes—I beg Senators not to misunderstand me—but about 
actions and definite statements of alleged matters in the newspapers, 
that before we determine whether this claimant isto be seated in this 
body or not, we should first know whether or not he has been in the 
presence of the Senate itself carrying on a corrupt in e to gain 
votes for his admission, or whether like a high-minded and honorable 
gentleman, as I hope he is, it will appear on investigation that he is 
perfectly clean and pure from all such accusations as are madein the 
newspapers. I do not know how I should feel under such circum- 
stances, and it is impossible for persons to judge of others; bat I 
think I know a t many men in this body and out of it who 
would never allow their friends, if they could prevent it, to urge upon 
this body to seat them in such a case until their reputation and their 
honor had been vindicated from the charges that had been made in 
the Beste press, given with date and circumstance, That is What I 
think. 

Now, sir, as preliminary to an amendment that I intend to offer to 
this resolution, I propose to read to the Senate a statement of the 
New York Tribune, of Friday, the 23d of November, a telegram to 
the Tribune from this place. It begins with big head-lines, (and the 
Senator from South Carolina will excuse me for reading them for the 
reason I have stated; I wish to vindicate him if the truth will do it, 


and I hope it will:) 
IS THERE A BARGAIN? 
PATTERSON'S ACTION ATTRIBUTED ONLY TO A DESIRE TO ESCAPE THE PENITEN- 


TIARY—CONOVER’S CASE. 

It then proceeds: 

[By telegraph to the Tribune.] 

WASHINGTON, November 22.—Of course there is but one explanation of Mr. PAT- 
TRUSON S behavior to-day. He has had before him the choice of two alternatives 
treachery to his y, or confinement in the penitentiary, He has made a strike 
for liberty, and chosen the former course. It may be that none of the democratic 

` Senators are privy to the bargain which has been made, but it 3 those 
who ought to be informed on the subject that no more o and a bar- 
gain — sale has ever taken place in the history of legi ve bodies. 

The testimony against Senator PATTERSON which has been taken by the grand 
jury of South Carolina, which is ex parte in its character, is, so far as it goes, over- 
whelming. A careful examination of it fails to show a single flaw, and unless his 
defense is much stronger than any one now supposes, his conviction upon trial is 
morally certain. . 

He espana ts is believed, as the reward for his treachery to his party in the Sen- 
ate, and for his part in delivering the control of that body to the democracy, to 
escape a trial, or, if convicted, to be relieved from the penalty of his crime by ex- 
pecari wak clemency. How either party can expect to carry out such a bargain as 
this, is past comprehension. The p bere the application for a writ of 
habeas corpus now pending in the courts of this trict may be concluded favor- 
ably or unfavorably to him. Judge Humphreys may decide to take him from the 
custody of the South Carolina officers, but such re can only be temporary. 
His case must be called in court sooner or later, and when it is called he must be 
arraigned. Any failure to bring the case to trial will stamp with infamy those who 
may be responsible forthe delay. No district attorney in South Carolina can move 
a nolle gui without giving rise to the suspicion (and it would be more than a 
suspicion) that he was a party to the bargain by which Senator PATTERSON deserted 
the republicans and assisted to deliver the control of the Senate to the democrats. 
No governor of the State of South Carolina could graut a pardon, should Mr. PAT- 
22 be convicted, without bringing disgrace upon himself and the office which 

It seems impossible, therefore, that the democrats, if they have made any bar- 

with Senator PATTERSON, can bly carry out their part of the ent, 
ut he vr pathy Urs Shag aa o risk of that rather than te face what seems 
to be inevitable—a term in the ers 

One of the most interesting features of the scene in the Senate to-day was the 
presence of General M. C. Butler, of South Carolina, and the he took in the 
management on the democratic side. During nearly all of the hour when the 
voting was going on he was cither sitting at one of the desks among his political 

Pease or passing from one to another, and apparently consulting with them in 
regard to the progress of the contest. On several occasions Senator PATTERSON 
was noticed to be speaking with him as though he was receiving instructions how 
he shonld proceed, A Senator reports having overheard an order given by M. C. 
Butler to Mr. PATTERSON in one of the cloak-rooms during the progress of a roll- 
call. The former is reported to have asked the latter, with an oath, why he was 
in the cloak-room, and to have directed him to go out into the Chamber, and to 
vote on the right side, too. Mr, Butler’s presence was remarked by all the repub- 
lican Senators, and the belief that a direct bargain had been 0 ee hin 
and PATTERSON made them more than ever unwilling that he should obtain a scat 
in the Senate, 

That, Mr. President, is the statement in a newspaper of high 
standing and character, as much so probably as any newspaper in 
the Union, and one that probably goes into more counties and more 
families in the United States or as many as any other paper printed 
in this Republic. Now I wish to ask Senators, not as my friend from 
Georgia says upon some suspicion of some idle gossip of some disap- 
pointed man, but when from the very seats that this Senate assigns 
to the reporters of the New York Tribune statements of that kind 
are sent into the honest and intelligent families of this country, 
whether it behooves the Senate of the United States, whether it 
behooves the honor of the Senator from South Carolina, the honor of 
the claimant to the seat from South Carolina, or any of their friends, 
to stand up here and say this is not worthy of inquiry. Would the 
honorable Senator from 8 if it were his case, fail to stand up 
here and demand that there should be first of all and immediately a 


aps as great a circula- 
coh ttt 


ice As investigation of such a subject? I feel quite sure that he 
would be the last man to fail to make such a call. 

Mr. McDONALD. Inasmuch as that article says that a Senator 
heard a certain remark made, would it not be well enough to ascer- 
tain 13 that Senator was or whether that was not a false state- 
ment 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir; that is exactly what I am bites io do; 
and I hope to get the vote of my honorable friend to assist mein doing 
it, 


Mr. MCDONALD. At the proper time you will. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Therefore, Mr. President, I move to amend this 
resolution by 8 out all after the word “resolved” and inserting 
what I sent to the Chair; and if when it comes to be read any Sena- 
tor thinks that it is not broad enough to cover the su tion of the 
Senator from Georgia, Ishall most gladly haveit sufficiently strength- 
ened to cover that, which I never heard of until he spoke of it. 
3 e CA na et ope The words proposed to be inserted will 

read. 

The Curer CLERK. It is proposed to strike out all after the word 
“resolved” and insert: 


That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be, and hereby is, instructed to 
inquire forthwith, and report as soon as may be, whether any threats, promises, or 
arrangements respecting existing or contemplated accusations or criminal prose- 
cutions against any Senator, or any other rai pa otherwise unlawful means or 
influences have been in any manner used or put in operation, directly or indirectly, 
by M, C Butler, ono of tho claimants to a seat in the Senate from the State of 
South Carolina or by any other Senator or other n for the purpose of influ- 
encing the vote of any Senator on the question of discharging said committee from 
the consideration of said M. C. Butler's credentials or on the other question at the 
present session of the Senate; and that said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers and to sit during the sittings of the Senate. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President 

Mr. PATTERSON. I wish the Senator would give way to me for 
a moment, 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir; but I want to hold the floor. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I do not want to take the floor from the Sen- 
ator, but I would like to say a word. 

Mr. THURMAN. Very well. 

Mr. PATTERSON. . President and Senators, I appeal to the 
manhood and the sense of justice of every Senator upon this floor, 
be he democrat or republican, if the action of the Senator from Ver- 
mont is fair and manly. Every Senator upon this floor, if he has 
a heart in him, should have some regard for my position. I am 
here trying to carry out the will of my constituents; and yet the 
Senator from Vermont rises, reads from a newspaper about my in- 
dictment, when he knows and every Senator upon this floor has known 
that these indictments have been in existence for weeks; and why is 
it that to-day I am to be dragged before this Senate upon a newspaper 
charge? I appeal to the record of this Senate, I appeal to the prece- 
dents in such cases, and I ask if every man has not been given a fair 
chance. God knows all I ask is a white man’s chance. Is it not a 
presan tion of law thata man is innocent until he is proven guilty ? 

y God, because I will not vote as some people demand, am I to 
tried and condemned and sentenced in a minute ? 

Mr. President, I am ready to meet these charges; I want the Senate 
to investigate these charges; whenever I am in a position where I 
know that I can remain in this Senate to meet my accusers, And 
will the Senator from Vermont ask me to go to trial where I cannot 
meet my accusers? Does the Senator from Vermont pro to try 
me in my absence because I do not do his bidding? Sir, through my 
life I have maintained my manhood. I claim that I haye never done 
any act in South Carolina of which I am ashamed. I claim that I 
have never done an act in this Senate of which I am ashamed; and 
I defy any man—I care not who he is, high or low—to make a ch 
ire me. I am ready to meet it. But there is one thing that I do 
claim: I p to stand right square up and do my duty. 

Did not the Senator from Vermont read this same thing in the 
pepeni weeks ago? It wasthereIread it. Everybody read ik. Why 
is it dragged in here this afternoon? It ischarged that I have made 
a bargain with M. C. Butler. In my remarks before the Senate I 
tried to explain my position. I showed to the Senate and to the 
country that my voting for Butler was not a conclusion of yesterday. 
The court before which I was indicted met in August, and I told the 
Senate that I agreed with my ple in South Carolina—the repub- 
licans of South Carolina—in obedience to their wishes, to vote for 
General Butler, in May last. I so announced in the newspapers; 
and now because I am carrying out the promise I made to them 
because within the last seven weeks indictments have been found 
against me, I cannot be given credit for one minute for an honest 
motive; but they say I have made some bargain with General M. C. 
Butler by which I am to be granted some immunity. General M. C. 
Butler is my friend and Iamhis. Istood upon this floor and defended 
him when he was under the charge of murder all over this country, 
because I knew he was a eae respected as such throughout 
the State, and I did not believe then and I do not believe now that 


the charges against him were true. In the hour of need, when he 
required a defender on this floor, long before I ever dreamed that 
he would be a Senator, before Wade Hampton was ever nominated 
for governor, because it was on the 8th day of August, 1876, and 
Hampton was not nominated until the 15th of August, Í defended 
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him just as I would expect General Butler to defend me if I were 
unjustly accused. 

All I ex from General Butler is his friendship; I am entitled 
to that. If he can help me I have no doubt he will do it; but he is 
not the governor of South Carolina; he is not the attorney-general 
of South Carolina; he is not a member of the jury in the county in 
which indictments have been found ; he lives in an adjoining county. 

Now I say, Mr. President, that the course here pursued toward me 
is not fair; that it is not manly ; that in my case they are departing 
from the precedents. If it is the desire of the Senate to investigate 
the ch against me, let it be done in order and in decency; but 
let not the matter be thrown in here to try to coerce my vote and 
drag me before the country in this position, There is nota charge 

o there that I am not peper to meet before any fair tribunal ; 
but I ask the Senate, and I want it to go to the country, if this is the 
time and this is the way to do it? 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have witnessed a good man 
dramatic performances since I have held a seat in this body, but 
can recall to my memory no one more striking than that enacted by the 
Senator from Vermont in the close of his remarks. The Senator seems 
to think becanse some anonymous writer had published an article 
in a newspaper without furnishing one particle of 8 to sup- 

rt it, the most of it being simply his own speculations, and all of it 

ing hearsay, that this Senate onght to stop an inquiry as to who is 
entitled to fill a vacant seat on this floor, an g rambling about with 
one of its committees to ascertain whether the writer of that letter 
‘ormance as this. 


is a blackguard or a gentleman. 

Mr. President, I never before have seen such a 
If there was anything in that article of which this Senate could take 
notice, if the Senate is to set the precedent of taking notice of all the 
anonymous articles that appear in newspapers with reference to 
3 of the Senate, or in reference to anything else, and refer 
them to committees for investigation, and thus take all the time of 
the Senate in investigating and answering newspaper scribblers—if 
that is to be the business of the Senate, why did not the Senator move 
in the morning hour his resolution, ins of reserving it, and moy- 
ing it as a substitute for mine? Ah, no, the Senator intended nothing 
like that. Then it would have stood as an independent proposition; 
but moving it here as a substitute for mine, and hoping perhaps that 
delicacy might prevent some Senator or Senators on the floor from vot- 
ing on it, because they were implicated in it, or at least one—hoping 
that by some such means it might be adopted, and the merits of this 
ease might therefore be wholly lost sight of, the Senator reserves that 
long resolution of his, and comes in and moves it as a substitute for m 
resolution, and thinks, and expresses it with immense force indeed, 
that if he were in the situation of the claimant to a seat on this floor 
he would court an investigation. Sir, I have not had a word with 
the claimant on this floor since the Senator spoke; but I will say this 
for him, on my knowl of bis reputation as a man of honor and a 
gentleman, that he will be ready for any investigation that the Sen- 
ator from Vermont can institute against him at the proper time and 
in the proper place, and be able to answer it. 

But, sir, that the business of the Senate, the question of seating a 
Senator, the question of 3 that flagrant wrong to a State 
that has so long existed, her deprivation of representation on this 
floor—that such a question as that should be stopped in order to in- 

uire into the statement of an anonymous newspaper seribbler, is a 
thing that fills me with amazement that any such idea ever should 
have been entertained, and especially by so experienced and able a 
3 of this body as the Senator from Vermont. No, sir, it will 
not do. 

The whole debate is surprising enough. What is the question be- 
fore the Senate—the question at which we want to get ? Itis, who 
is entitled to fill the vacant chair from the State of South Carolina? 
It is ajudicial question. It is a question into which has no right 
to enter; it is a question upon which no man can vote by mere party dic- 
tation, and from mere party motives, without violating his honor as 
a Senator and his sworn duty to his country. It is a simple and pure 
judicial question. And yet npon this question the Senator rises and 
reads an article that e es the Senator from South Carolina with 
what? With deserting his y; and on the strength of that arti- 
cle which charges him with deserting his party, the Senator from 
Vermont wants an investigation to know why he deserted his ag 5 
not why he votes for Butler, but why he deserts his party! Ah, Mr. 
President, the Senator from Vermont did not think that way when 
the Pinchback case was up, when he deserted his party, in the lan- 
guage of this writer for a newspaper, and voted solid with the demo- 
crats here. Oh, he did not on that occasion ; and there were a great 
many who went with him on that side, and voted with the democrats 
here, who equally deserted their party, in the language of this writer; 
but nobody thought of investigating the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. May I ask the honorable Senator a question? 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Suppose the New York Tribune of that day had 
stated, and as it seems truly, that I was under indictment in the 
State of Louisiana for some crime—it could not have been for bribin 
my own election, because I do not live there—and that the friends o 
the party who was claiming the other seat had power with the gov- 
ernor of Louisiana, and that he had persuaded me that if I would 
vote against Pinchback and for him I should go free, and that if I 


did not I should go to Louisiana and go to the penitentiary, what 
would the Senator have thought of me if I had stood silent, or what 
would the Senator have thought of himself if he had stood silent, 
though I was voting with him to have a matter of that kind brought 
before the Senate, and particularly if the circumstances had occurred 
in the presence of the Senate thatthe Senator has observed, not about 
votes, but the other things that the Senator knows about 

Mr. THURMAN. The Benator asks me what I would have thought 
of it. Iwill tell him. I would have thought if anybody had moved 
an investigation into the conduct of the Senator from Vermont as a 
substitute for the resolution before the Senate seating Pinchback, 
that the man who moved that asa substitute absolutely did not 
know what he was about. [Laughter.] I should have thought 
further that if the Senator from Vermont wanted an investigation of 
his conduct he could have it by an independent resolution whenever 
he wanted. That I should have thought; but I should have theught 
that the Senator, 3 the time being, had lost his senses who 
should move that as a substitute for the pending resolution seating 
Pinchback as a Senator from the State of Louisiana. 

But, Mr. President, I have said that this is a judicial question, and 
yet we have it brought up here as a party question. But that is not 
all the singularity of it. Sup I wanted to draw inferences dis- 
honorable to the republican side of the Senate, and I ntterly disavow 
any such purpose or motive, what might I say? The Senator from 
South Carolina, it has been said, is under indictment in the State of 
South Carolina. Was he not so when the Senate assembled at this 
session? Everybody knows it. The Senator from South Carolina 
had said as long ago as May last, and it was published I believe in 
almost every newspaper in the United States—I certainly saw it in 
the newspapers in Ohio—that he would vote to seat Butler. His 
determination, his purpose to vote to seat Butler was as well known in 
May last as it is known this day, known all over the country, no ne- 
cessity for any bargain. Now, mark you, that was before the ator 
from South Carolina was indicted ; that was before there was any talk 
A maeng him; that was before there was any move made to in- 

ict him. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Four months before. 

Mr. THURMAN. That was when he had no reason to expect any 
such thing as that. Under these circumstances, that Senator, as it 
was published in all the newspapers, told his own constituents in 
the capital of his own State that he would vote to seat Butler. Very 
well. If Iam not mistaken, it was also stated in the newspapers 
two or three months ago that the Senator from Florida would vote to 
seat Butler. Well, sir, this session met. Was there any attempt to 
seduce those gentlemen away by honors conferred upon them? How 
comes it that the chairmanship of one of the principal committees 
of this body was given by the republican y to this man under 
indictment for a penitentiary offense? There he sits, this indicted 
individual, the chairman of your Committee on Territories, one of 
the most important committees in this body, and holding it by the 
gift of the republican members of the Senate ; and here is the seat of 
the Senator from Florida, also promoted toa chairmanship. Were 
there any honors held out to these gentlemen to induce them to train 
in the republican ranks without any faltering in their step or waver- 
ing whatsoever in their march? I would not charge such a thing ; 
I do not believe it; but how would it be to make the charge 
that there was an inducement held out to these men who had de- 
clared a purpose of voting for Butler, and after that failed, a system 
of terrorism that we now see is resorted to in its stead ? 

Mr. President, I protest against this. I say let this question be 
decided on its merits; let the Senator from Vermont move his reso- 
lution as an independent resolution whenever he can get the floor to 
doit; let him do it in the morning hour; let us examine that reso- 
lution, and I will say to him, and I think I may say for every man on this 
side of the Chamber, and I hope for every member in the body, that if 
there is any foundation for an investigation he shall have our sup- 
port, and it shall be investigated. ut the idea of delaying the 
question who shall fill the vacant seat from South Carolina until this 
exceedingly diligent Committee on Privileges and Elections shall 
investigate a newspaper report of bribery and corruption, and have 

wer to send for persons and papers, and when we have got all that 
in, then if there shall be no other newspaper report to be investi- 
gated, no other libel to be hunted ont, then perchance some time 
about the end of this century we may come to a vote on the question 
whether Butler is Senator from South Carolina or not! No, Mr. 
President, I protest against this. I am for fair play in this case. I 
say that this resolution, the right of South Carolina to representation 
here, is not to be put down by clamor nor by libel; it isnot to be 
put down by turning it into a personal assault on a Senator on this 
floor and also a claimant on this floor and then say we must inves- 
tigate both those individuals and find a verdict of guilty or not guilty 
before we determine whether South Carolina shall be represented 
here or not! 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I am very sorry that the Senator 
from Ohio has found himself obliged in his high sense of duty to op- 
posa this amendment. I did not really suppose he would. The 

nator says that it is unfair to disturb the even tenor of considering 
whether Mr. Butler is entitled to his seat, in the body of the Senate 
and not by a committee, in order to wait an end into an inquiry 
whether he has been guilty of corrupt influences on this floor and in 
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our vay presence to get that very seat. Does the honorable Senator 
think that is a very good course to pursue? Suppose it should turn 
out—and I repeat so as not to be misunderstood that I most sincerely 
hope it will not turn ont to be trae—that this thing that the New 
York Tribune accuses these people of is true and more; would the 
Senator then be willing to vote to seat Mr. Butler if he knew it be- 
forehand? I pause for a reply if he wishes to make any. Of course 
he does not, I assume that if what is all in these public prints 
and that fills the air from one part of the Republic to the other is 
true, the honorable Senator himself would not vote to seat Mr. But- 
ler, and therefore that it is an important thing to know whether it 
is true or not before you seat him first and then inquire afterward 
whether you haye made a mistake. I should map that tho hon- 
orable Senator would see the force of that. Ishould suppose that the 
gentlemen for whom he speaks would see the force of it. 

And yet the Senator turns it off as a libel, that it interferes with 
the ordinary course of affairs, and soon! There is no proof of it, he 
says. Can the honorable Senator tell anybody how a Senator can 
bring proof into this Chamber of an arrangement of that king if it 
existed? Has there ever been an instance where a man was conYicted 
before he was tried, by proof furnished? I should think not. I had 
always supposed, and the history of the Senate bears me out in every 
instance of inquiries of this character which affect the very right of 
a party to his seat and whose result would determine one way or the 
other, if he had ever so clear a title, whether he ought to be sworn, 
that these were questions which must be settled, and they must be 
settled by directing a committee having power to administer oaths 
and to compel the attendance of witnesses to inquire. But now the 
Senator says Oh, no! It is statedin the public prints—responsible 
newspapers, as responsible as any, as respectable as any, it fills the 
air everywhere, with time and circumstance and definition, that here 
has been improper proceeding, improper influence brought to bear 

and con, for the Senator from Georgia says there are improper 
influences in the other direction. So much the worse, so much the 
more it ought to be investigated; and yet we are to do nothing about 
it but proceed with the very thing that these transactions affect if 
they be so, and then afterward try the question. Is that right, Mr. 
President? Does the Senator himself really think that is right? I 
doubt if he can. He has fallen into the mistake of confounding two 
things, confounding the circumstance that some Senators have voted 
a particular way with the poini and gravamen of the article in the 
New York Tribune and of the occurrences that took place here before 
us all—not of votes let me tell the Senator over and over again; he 
seems to forget that—but others that he knows just as well as I do. 
That is the point of it. I take it a man may be corruptly bribed 
to vote for the best resolution in the world. I take it a man may be 
corruptly bribed to vote for a necessary . It would not 
be any the less a crime. Therefore the ator seems to confound 
two things. 

Suppose Mr. Butler is entitled to the seat; suppose there is no 
question about it; but suppose at the same time that he has entered 
into a corrupt arrangement with myself or my friend or anybody 
else by which we are to vote for him, and if we do not then certain 
other things shall happen, would the fact that he was entitled to the 
seat touch the question that the Senate ought to inquire into, and if 
they found it to be true would they seat him? I take it not. There 
is the difference; and yet the Senator says that I have made a per- 
sonal assault upon somebody. The Senator is entirely mistaken. 

I have done what I thought was necessary to vindicate the honor of 
this body, and to vindicate the honor of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina and the claimant from South Carolina, if it should tarn out, as, I 
repeat, I nope it will, that there is no foundation for this thing which 
appears to fill the air everywhere. That is it. Now, the Senator sees 
the distinction and everybody else sees the distinction, and he makes 
a mistake, therefore, in imputing to me a personal assault on anybody 
whatever; but the fear of having a wrong motive imputed to me, I 
should hope, would not deter me any more than it would him in ask- 
ing this Senator to face the very question, not of how these gentlemen 
have voted, but whether corrupt influences, or threats, or any other 
thing of that character which 8 not to be, and which is criminal 
and illegal, has been brought to bear or has been attempted to influ- 
ence their votes, even if their votes were right, which makes no dif- 
ference. No matter if they had proclaimed from the house-tops twenty 
years ago that they were going to vote for Mr. Butler when he came; 
that does not touch the question atall; it does not touch the question 
of their vindication at all. 

If they have lent themselves to the inducements that it is said in this 
newspaper have been brought to bear, then we ought to know it, no 
matter how well entitled this gentleman may be to his seat.. If they 
have not, both they and he ought to be vindicated, he certainly be- 
fore he is sworn in. That is the point; and my learned friend cannot 
escape by saying that this is not the time and this is not the place to 
order this inquiry. It is the very time and the very place; for upon 
its result, no matter whether this man have a title to his office or not, 
depends the question of whether he is entitled to be sworn in at all. 
His title to his seat by an election in South Carolina may be as clear 
as that of my friend from Ohio; and yet, if he done this thing 
that is imputed, I take it the Senator from Ohio himself would not 
vote to allow him to be sworn. We all agree to that. Where, there- 
fore, is the impropriety or the unfairness in this proceeding, that I 


have simply asked the Senate, before it proceeds to discharge this 
committee from considering the case, to make this inquiry into the 
charges that are made in these newspapers and that fill the air every- 
where from one end of the country to the other ? 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina complains. I did not 

t that. I thought that he would join with me most gladly in 
this opportunity to enable him to vindicate his own honor from the 
suspicions that had been cast npon it in the public press under the 
circumstances that have existed. He speaks of not being able to be 
here. I take it that he may be pretty safe in supposing that the Sen- 
ate of the United States will not try any accusations inst him 
until he has a fair chance to be present. That is not the way the 
Senate operates, and if from any circumstances that are beyond his 
control, or within it recently, he is unable on a given day to attend, 
certainly he shall have an opportunity; but it would be a most ex- 
traordinary ground for stopping an inquiry to say that possibly that 
inquiry might go on when the person affected by it might not be able 
to be present. To borrow the expression of the Senator from Ohio, 
that would not do. 

The simple question, then, is, Mr. President, whether the Senate has 
made up its mind to discharge this committee from the consideration 
of the credentials of this claimant and to swear him in as a member 
of this body when the newspapers of the land are full of distinct 
and definite statements of the corrupt, if they exist, and degradin 
and criminal influences that have been brought to bear e 
it. That is the question which the Senate is obliged to meet, and it 
is one that it ought to meet. If the Senate says the best way is 
to swear this gentleman in first and try him afterwards, inquire after- 
wards, very well, I cannot help it; but that has not been the course 
that I have taken in the Senate hitherto, and I do not propose to 
take it now. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the Senator from Vermont not 
only moves an anomalous amendment to my resolution, but he advo- 
cates quite a new departure in the usages of the Senate. Formerly 
there have been Senators against whom charges were made before 
they were sworn in, and charges quite as damaging, if possible more 
damaging, than the charge to which the Senator from Vermont re- 
fers. Who has forgotten that once in the Senate of the United 
States the petition of a l number of members of a State Legisla- 
ture was presented, protesting against the swearing in of a Senator 
on the ground that that Senator had obtained his seat by bribery ! 
Did the Senate stop to investigate those c s? Notatall. The 
Senator was sworn in, and then the Senate afterward even refused 
to investigate them because of their vagueness, because any man 
could be libeled, if that was tho way, and yet they were more certain 
than anything in this newspaper article which has been read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What case does the Senator refer to? 

Mr. THURMAN. I will tell the Senator if he wants to know. I 
do not care about mentioning it here, 

Again, Mr. Caldwell, from Kansas, came here and was sworn in. 
Had nothing been said against him? Certain papers in his State 
were full of charges that he had bought his way into the Senate 
before he came here to be sworn. Did the Senator from Vermont 
ask that they should be investigated before he was sworn? Not at 
all. Did any Senator? Not at all. He took his seat, and afterward, 
when the charges were brought to the notice of the Senate in a way 
that it could not avoid considering them, it did consider them; and 
what then? Then it was maintained—I was not one who maintained 
that doctrine, but it was maintained by nearly one-half the Senate— 
that if the charges were trne they furnished no reason why he 
should not be seated, but that he must be expelled from the Senate 
by a two-thirds vote after having been sea 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator does not mean that surely. 

Mr. THURMAN. Does not mean what? 

Mr. CONKLING. Does not mean that one-half the Senate held 
the doctrine he mentions. 

Mr. THURMAN. I think nearly one-half the Senate held the doc- 
trine that it would take two-thirds to oust him from his seat. I think 
so. I know the Senator from New York made a very able argu- 
ment—— 

Mr. CONKLING. But the-honorable Senator says that one-half 
the Senate held that he was entitled to his seat. One-half the Sen- 
ate held, and I think both halves, that Mr. Caldwell, having been here 
for three years a Senator in law and in fact, could not be then declared 
to have been never elected; but we over here understood the Senator 
to say that one-half the Senate held he ought to be seated in spite of 
these things. 

Mr. THURMAN. Perhaps the Senator from New York is righi in 
correcting me in tho statement of the position. taken by the Senate 
then. It is sufficient he was seated. At the special session last March 
what did we see? The credentials of the Senator from Oregon [Mr. 

GROVER] were presented. Charges were then preferred against him. 
Did anybody seriously object to his being seated? No, sir. Upon 
Mr. GROVER authorizing it to be stated that he himself would move 
a resolution to inyestigate those char, all objection to his being 
seated was withdrawn and he was sworn in. 

These cases are sufficient to show, and they stand upon the plain- 
est grounds in the world, that, if the Senate were to adopt the prac- 
tice of investigating newspaper charges against a Senator-elect be- 
fore they would swear him in, any State in this Union might be de- 
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prived of its representation on this floor for an indefinite period of 
time; for who is there, however virtuous he may be, however un- 
stained and tted his career in life may have been, who is not 
liable to be defamed in this way? I dare say that if I were to hunt 
over the old files of the newspapers, which I certainly shall not do, 
I could find that when Pinchback’s case was pending my friend from 
Vermont was denounced in divers republican party papers as a traitor, 
and no better than a Benedict Arnold to his party, and possibly 
charges might be made against him. If I were disposed to get u 
charges must be investigated before a Senator can be A 
suppose that to-morrow, or whenever the resolution comes up for the 
seating of Mr. Kellogg, I move a substitute for that to investigate 
Kellogg’s doings down in Louisiana, should we not have a nice inves- 
tigation before we could determine whether Louisiana should have 
a Senator on this floor? 

No, Mr. President, this proposition is not a proposition that the 
Senate ought to entertain for one single moment. Everybody can 
see into it, and I hope that the Senate will show its sense of what is 
right and proper by voting it down, and that it will not be said that 
a State is to be deprived of her representation on this floor until all 
the char, that may be written rating moiy to newspapers and 

ublished therein shall be investigated. I ask again what man would 
safe or what State would be secure of her representation if that 
course should be adopted. Why, sir, a Senator this morning, a gen- 
tleman whose reputation as a law-abiding man I believe is not ex- 
celled by that of anybody in the Union, told me to my utter amaze- 
ment that once a fellow has published of him that he had been 
guilty of murder; a man who never killed anything of more account 
than a squirrel or perhaps a coon, [laughter;] that that mild- 
tempered man had been guilty of murder! Who is there that can 
escape accusations of this kind ? 

I once more submit to the Senate if the right of a State to repre- 

sentation on this floor is to be delayed forany such inquiry as that sug- 
ted by the Senator from Vermont. Let the Senator move his reso- 
ution as an independent measure whenever he can get the floor, and 
he shall have as much investigation as he wants. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pro- 

by the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to say one word more. If the Senator 
from Vermont does not see fit to move this resolution of inquiry into 
the subject and if General Butler shall obtain the seat on this floor, 
to which I believe he is entitled, I give the Senator from Vermont 
my word for it that a resolution will be introduced for an investiga- 
tion into the matter. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Vermont. 

4 a EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays; and they were or- 
G 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HILL, (when his name was called.) On all political aguesson 
I am paired for this day with the Senator from Ala (Mr. SPEN- 
gon! and I suppose I am entitled to consider this a political ques- 
tion. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
the Senator from Minnesota, (Mr. Wixpdom.] I should vote “nay” 
and I presume he would vote “ yea,” if he were present. 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) On all 7 peng: ques- 
tions—and this takes that direction—I am paired with the Senator 
from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] If he were present, I should vote “nay” 
and he would vote yea.“ 

Mr. COCKRELL, My colleague [Mr. ARMSTRONG] is paired with 
the Senator from Kan (Mr. PLUMB.] My colleague, if he were 
here, would vote “nay ;” I do not know how the Senator from Kan- 
sas would vote. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. With some reluctance I vote ‘‘yea.” 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced 
yeas 27, nays 30; as follows: 

Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, seeing Booth, Bruce, 
8 Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, 
kwood, McMillan, Mitchell, 


vad Mi 

Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, Saunders, ‘Teller, and Wadleigh—27 

NAYS—Mesars. Bailey, Bayard, veg 8 pox? Nace pi me Med = mi- 
nois, irginia, Dennis, Garland, on, Harris, Here ones 
of Florida, Kernan, Lamar, McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Matthews, Merri- 
ay, nee X Rand olph, Ransom, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, 
an ers—30. 

ABSEN T—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Eaton, F. , Grover, Hamlin, 
a e Maxey, Patterson, Plumb, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, and Win- 

jom—16, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ALLISON, (at four o’clock p. m.) I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. WITHERS and others called for the yeas and nays, and they 
were ordered ; and being taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 30, as follows: 


Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins. Saunders, Teller, and Wadleigh—27 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Tli- 
nois, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Jones 
McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon, Morgan, 
Patterson, Randolph, Ransom, Sa bury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, 
and Withers—30, 
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PARRA Tull, Johnston, — —ͤ—ͤ—ñZ Spencer, and Windo 


So the motion was not to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate agreo 
to the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN, ] 
on which the and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I supposed, Mr. President, after the debate of 
the other day, in which nearly all the members of the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, including several on the other side of this 
Chamber, admitted that the committee had been diligent and was 
entitled to no censure, that I had heard the last of the charge of dolay, 
but I understood my friend the Senator from Hlinois—I refer to the 
independent party of the Senate—to revive the charge which I sup- 

had been settled forever, and to make the alleged delay of that 
committee the reason for his action in taking this case from them. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I did not say one word about the delay of 
the committee at all—not a word upon the subject. I did not accuso 


2 delay. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. I may have been mistaken. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I did not accuse them of any delay—nono 
whatever. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I did understand the Senator from Illinois to 
say that when the Eustis case went to that committee he voted for 
sending it to the committee because there was a question of law 
involved in it which the committee should consider, and that he sup- 
posed they would report in a short time. Ido not know why the 
Senator from Illinois stated that fact unless it had some bearing 
upon the Spear now before the Senate. 

2 DA ay ot Illinois. I sg that fact, if the Senator 2 

ow me, in reply to a charge of inconsistency urged against me by 
the Senator from Vermont. I did not in my original remarks say 
one word on the subject of delay, but in the case now before the 
Senate that was all I said about that. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Perhaps the Senator from Illinois did not use 
the word “delay,” but certainly I understood the general tenor of his 
remarks to mean that in not ae up the Eustis case and reporting 
upon it, as he expected they would, the committee had been guilty 
of something for which they were entitled to censure. So far as 
that is concerned, the committee took up the case that was before 
them when Shey met, as has been before stated. They have pro- 
ceeded diligently to consider that case, and here let me state again 
for the information of my friend, the Senator from Illinois, that Mr. 
Butler never applied to the committee, so far as I know, to have his 
case taken up; he never came before the committee to ask it, and 
never presented his brief to nor filed a paper with the committee, nor 
do I believe that he desired to have the committee take up his case. 
It now appears that he had at that time pledges from republican 
Senators to support him, and relied upon those pledges rather than 
upon the merits of his case. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator allow meone word? Idesire 
in justice to General Butler to say as a member of the committee 
that he was more than once or twice urging the early consideration 
of his claim. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yet, Mr. President, as the secrets of that com- 
mittee have been so thoroughly revealed, I may be allowed to state 
again that no member of that committee ever made any motion to 
take up the Butler-Corbin case. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If the Senator will allow me, I do not desire 
to antagonize anything he said; but he is speaking of what took place 
in committee. My friend, Senator HILL, did advertise the committee 
that unless the cases of Butler and Eustis were speedily considered 
the motion to disc the committee would be made. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I say that no motion was ever made for that 
purpose, and my friend, the Senator from Delaware, supports me in 
this statement. Motions were made to take up the Eustis case, but 
no member of that committee moved to take up the Butler case. It 
lay until it was found the committee were abont to finish the con- 
sideration of the Kellogg case, and then General Butler endeavored to 
bring it directly before the Senate. My friend, the Senator from IIli- 
nois, and my friend, the Senator from Georgia, upon my left, have said 
here in substance that there is no dispute upon any question of fact 
between these twocontestants. The latter says that the brief furnished 
by Mr. Corbin is a very fair brief, and my friend, the Senator from Illi- 
nois, puts his support of this resolution upon the ground that there 
is no essential dispnte as to the facts; that the facts alleged on tho 
one side are admitted on the other; that there is no need of any 
investigation, and I understood the Senator from Illinois to intimate 
what his vote would be on the main question of tho seating of Butler, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Will the Senator allow me? There, sir, 
you are utterly mistaken. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I may be. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. You may be. That is a direct charge, when 
I disclaim distinctly and unequivocally that I had expressed any 
opinion in relation to this subject at all. I expressed none as to 
whether either of these parties was elected, or which one, or whether 
the case should go back to the committee, I utterly disclaim it, en- 


tirely. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. I accept the disclaimer of my friend from Mli- 
nois. 


* 


1877. 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. You ought not to make the charge unless 
you have some foundation for it. 


Mr. WADLEIGH. I was misled (forgetting at the moment that 
the Senator was recently from the bench) by his statement that he 
thought that the people of the South ought to their own 
affairs. That is a phrase which I have often heard, and we all know 
what it usually means; but I suppose the Senator from Illinois, who 
has recently come here, did not give to the phrase its ordinary mean- 


ing. 

“Nir. DAVIS, of Illinois. I used it in a political senso entirely, as 
giving the reason ay. I supposed the Senator from Ohio might nat- 
urally conclude that I would want to have this matter s ily set- 
tled; but upon the merits of the controversy upon the main question 
which of these two parties is entitled to a seat here, if either, I said 
not a word, and disclaim it utterly. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Iam glad to hear that from my friend from 
Illinois. He said there is no dispute about the facts. Now what are 
the facts alleged in Mr. Corbin’s brief? The following allegation is 
made as one of the facts upon which Mr. Corbin relies : 

By the State census of 1875 the whole number of malo persons over twenty-one 
years of age in tho county of Edgefield is only 7,122. 

Then he alleges that the vote in that county at the last election 
according to the democratic returns was 9,374. That is one of the 
facts which the democratic partyin the Senate admits. Another fact, 
Yes, Mr. President, they admit that with a decrease in the republican 
vote and at least six hundred republicans staying at home there was 
a vote of 2,252 more than the entire male population of that county 
over twenty-one years of age. Now, if it is admitted that that isa fact, 
and my friend, the Senator from Illinois 80 states, and my friend from 
Georgia seems to imply that, then of course there is no need of any 
investigation in this case by a committee, because there can be, I hope 
no Senator upon this floor who would vote toseat a man who is elected 
by the vote of representatives and senators chosen in a county where 
such a fact exists. 

Let us look at another fact. Let me read. Mr. Corbin goes on to 
say in reference to the county of Edgefield: 

This decrease in the republican vote was shown by the evidence before the State 
board of canvaasers to be due, not to a natural change of party connections, but 


to the fact of an organized and systematic plan of intimidation and violence car- 
pitansa throughout the canvass, and g its culmination on the day of the 
n. 


That is another fact that is admitted. He also states asa fact which 
he desires to prove, but which is admitted, according to my friend, 
the Senator from Illinois— < 

The evidences before the board of canvaasers also establish the fact that many 
of the election officers in Edgefield County were deterred by fear of physical vio- 
preset from discharging their duties according to their convictions of justice and 

Mr. HILL. Now will the Senator 

Mr. WADLEIGH. No; I do not desire to be interrupted here. Mr. 
Corbin proceeds in his brief, as follows: 


an 
blican members of the board of tg Arrota gisa wero co 
e lieved registered the re- 
ng 


wful voters of this county. 


So muchas to the facts in Edgefield County. In regard to the county 
of Lanrens, the other county upon which the result in South Car- 
olina depended, and upon which the lawful election of M. C. Butler 
depends, it is stated here as a fact that the circumstances there were 
the same as those in Edgefield County and that Mr. Corbin will prove 
them. He also goes on to say in regard to Laurens County : 


This additional feature spponrod: that the return of the board of ros A can- 
0 missioners A 


vassers was signed by but tw tho three com: ‘composing the 
and one of the two * ipin signed the returns under protest, affixi: is rotest to 
the return itsel afterwards filing his afidavit with the board of State can- 


vassers, in the following terms: 

That so universal was this system of intimidation that deponent, influenced by 
this knowledge, and also by a personal observation of the illegal way in which the 
eloction was conducted in somo culars, did not feel justified in subscribing to 
the returns of the election in his official capacity as commissioner, and only con- 
sented to do so under protest: as said returns will ehow on its faco, when ho be- 
camo satisfied that his life would be placed in jeopardy if he declined to so sub- 
scribe the said return.“ 


Whether M. C. Butler was elected or not depends mainly upon 
what was done in those two counties at and prior to the election in 
November last. Those are the statements mana by Mr. Corbin which 
he says he expects to prove and which he asks to be allowed to prove 
before the committee, and in the face of those statements my friend 
the Senator from Illinois comes into the Senate and says that all the 
facts being admitted substantially, there being no Jis 
the facts, this case should be taken from the committee. Aro those 
facts ARER OT Corbin as being capable of proof, and which he 
says he des ave an opportunity of proving, admitted here? Is 
that so, Mr. President! oy 7 á 

ae DAVIS of Illinois. Will the Senator allow me to make a cor- 
rection 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 


puto abont., 


ap DAVIS, of Illinois, He certainly does not want to misrepro- 
sent me. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. No, I do not. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, I did not say that all the facts were 
upon between these two contestants. I simply said that the facts 
npon which they did agree were sufficient to decide this controversy. 

ow, it is perfectly plain that they did not agree upon what the 
Senator is talking about at all. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from New Hampshire allow me a 
moment? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. Now I say, Mr. President, in presence of the Senate, 
that there is not one particle of issue between Mr. Butler and Mr. 
Corbin upon the fact that it is charged by Mr. Corbin and was charged 
before the State canvassers that there was intimidation and violence 
in Edgefield and Laurens. That is charged by Mr. Corbin, and the 
evidence of that intimidation was before the State canvassers, and 
it is admitted by both the contestants, whatever that evidence was. 
There is no dispute between them as to what the evidence before the 
State canvassers was. The issue between the gentlemen is, first, we 
say that that evidence did not give the board of State canvassers 
any jurisdiction to determine that question. Secondly, that if it did 
give jurisdiction the evidence that was before them did not authorize 
the conclusion at which they arrived, but there is no dispute about 
the fact of the evidence that is before them; not a bit. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Let mo ask my friend the Senator from Georgia 
whether there is any dispute about the facts which Mr. Corbin asks 
to be allowed to prove? 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Corbin does not ask, as I understand him, to be 
allowed to prove anything other than by the evidence that was be- 
fore the board of State canvassers, for the question was whether that 
decision was right on the evidence before them. We concede the 
evidence that was before them. There is no issue as to what evi- 
dence was before them. The only difference is as to what was tho 
effect of that evidence. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I understand that Mr. Corbin expects to prove 
the trath of these allegations, if he is allowed to do so, before tho 
committee, and I did understand my friend the Senator from Illi- 
nois to say that he did not understand that there was any dispute 
as to any matter of fact between the contestants. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, No; that the facts upon which they 

were enough to decide the case, not that there was not a dis- 
pate between them, because there was, 

Mr. HILL. Yes, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. That may be the idea of my friend the Senator 
from Illinois. I do not agree with him. I think that if the State 
canvassers refused to give certificates to the men who were elected 
only by such illegal means and they had no lawful evidenco of their 
election—no certificates of election—they could not sit in the Legisla- 
ture. Without the legal evidence which entitled them to sit in tho 
Legislature they had not the right to sit. If you go beyond the legal 
evidence which they were required to have in order to entitle them 
to sit in the Legislature you must go to the bottom facts and find 
whether there was any fair or free election. The rule of parlia- 
mentary law is, that where the result of an election is changed by 
violence, force, or intimidation, there is no lawful election. If the 
facts alleged by Mr. Corbin in his brief are admitted, there was no 
lawful election in those two counties, and if there was no lawful 
election in those two counties Mr. Butler was not lawfully elected to 
the Senate. 

Mr. President, there is especial reason why it is desirable that the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections should investigate this case. 
The Senate sent to South Carolina a committee to investigate the 
election in that State in November last. A great amount of testimony 
was taken by that committee, constituting the three large volumes 
upon this desk. A report is in course of preparation by a member of 
that committee. Iam informed that the evidence there taken not 
only shows that Mr. Corbin states substantially the trath in his 
brief, but that it also shows the connection of this contestant with 
scenes of violence and crime. I do not know whether he was or not, 
but I am informed those pages contain ample evidence that his path 
to this Chamber is slippery with blood. In my judgment that fur- 
nishes a reason, and a reason, why the Senate should pause be- 
fore admitting him into this Chamber long enough to examine that 
report. 

hope, Mr. President, he was not, but if he was, is there one Sen- 
ator, whether he be an independent, a democrat, or a republican, who 
can hesitate to vote against him? As a member of the Senate I 
voted in favor of unseating a member who had used money to effect 
his election to the Senate from the State of Kansas. Upon the con- 
sideration of his case he was driven from this Chamber; and, sir, 
after voting to unseat a man who paid money to effect his election, 
shall I be asked to vote a contestant into this Chamber elected by 
violence, intimidation, and murder, by horrible crimes inflicted 
upon the poor people of Sonth Carolina in order to induce them to 
refrain from voting or to vote the democratic ticket? I hope that 
our friends upon the other side will wait until they get that report 
and that the Senate will be allowed to have the facts which are soon 
to be placed before them. I might say here, in view of the haste 
that is manifested in this case, that those upon the other side of the 
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Chamber do not wish the Senate and the country should see that 
report and evidence until Mr. Butler has been seated in this Cham- 
ber. There is nothing more fair, more just than that a contestant 


for a seat here against whom such ch: are made should wait 
until the evidence which is in print and the report of the committee 
which I understand is nearly ready to be presented have been before 
the Senate for their consideration. 

Mr. INGALLS, (at four o’clock and thirty minutes p.m.) I move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. HARRIS. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. : 

The roll-call having been concluded, 

Mr. GORDON. I asked the Senator from Illinois [Mr. OGLESBY] 
to pair with me for half an hour. I am not aware whether he has 
vo or not. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He has not voted, the Chair is informed. 

Mr. GORDON. I will not vote, then. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, (after having first voted in the n ive.) Iwish 
to inquire if the Senator from California [Mr. BootH] has voted? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He has not. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. ThenI withdraw my vote. We are 

The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 23; as follows: 

AS—Measrs. Allison, Anthony, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
. —.— of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiane cy. Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, 
Hoar, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, 
Morrill, Pad ins, Saunders, — 26. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I do not wish to proceed with this 
discussion at the present time, because I am not quite ready; I have 
not had an opportunity to read these briefs through yet; and I dis- 
like to move to have the doors closed to consider the motion that I 
am about to make. I will make it in the first pince and see what 
luck it has, without giving reasons that I cannot give in public. 1 
move, therefore, that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business, 

Mr. SA BURY. On that question I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I shall vote for the motion to go into 
executive session. I know that there is important business that 
should be reported to the executive session of the Senate, and I am 
not ry Hip to spend any more time upon this contest at this period 
of the day. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 29, 

nays 29; as follows: 

* YEAS—Meesrs, All Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of 1 

vania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, A Conkling, Davis of Ilin« 

Dawes. Dorsey, Edmunds, Hoar, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, Mo- 
Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, Saunders, Teller, 


—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Coc! Coke, Conover, Davis of West 
Virginia, Dennis, Garland, Gordon, Harris, (Hereford, Jones of Florida. Kernan, 
Lamar, McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon. Morgan, Patterson, Randolph, 
Ransom. Saulsbary, Thorman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers 9. 

ABSENT—Mesasrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Eaton, Grover, Hamlin, 
Hill, Johnston, Maxey, Plumb, t, Sharon, Spencer, and Windom—i5. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. U the proposition of the Senator 
from Vermont that the Senate do now proceed to the consideration 
of executive business, the yeas are 29 and the nays are 29. The vote 
of the Senate being equally divided, the Chair votes in the affirma- 
tive, and the Senate decides to go into executive session. The Ser- 

eant-at-arms will clear the galleries and close the doors of the 

te. 
AMENDMENT TO DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Before the doors are closed I wish to submit an 
amendment to be proposed to the bill (H. R. No. a ty rovide for 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the 8 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for 
other purposes. 

The proposed amendment was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS, 


A message from the President of the United States by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, his Secretary, announced that the President had on the 23d 
instant signed the following act and joint resolution : 

An act (S. No. 289) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a register and change the name of the schooner Captain Charles 
Robbins to Minnie; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrian statue 
of General Greene. 

The message also announced that the President had on the 24th 
instant approved and signed tho act (S. No. 291) to remove tho polit- 
ical disabilities of Charles W. Field, of King George County, Virginia. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


The Senate proceeded to the consideratien of executive business; 
and after one hour and fifty-five minutes spent in executive session 
the doors were re-opened. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (at six o’clock and forty minutes p. m.) I move 
that the Senate do-now adjourn. 

Mr. HARRIS. On that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
25, nays 27; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 

Ivania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Christiancy, n Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, 
. — 1 ìs, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Morrill, 
Oglesby, Rollins, Saunders, and Teller—25. 

AYS—Messrs. Bailey, Ba: „Beck., Coke, Davis of Tllin Davis of West 
Virginia, Dennis, Garland, don, Harris, Hereford, Jones of Florida, Kernan, 
Lamar, McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Morgan, Patterson, Randolph, Ransom, 
Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Weie; aaa Withers—27. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Chaffee, Cockrell, Conover, 
Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Til, Johnston, Maxey, Merrimon, Mitchell, Plumb, 
Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, Wadleigh, and Windom—21. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT, The question is, will the Senate agree 
to the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the resolution be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privil and Elections be discharged from 
the consideration of the credentials of M. &. Butler, of South Carolina, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend by adding at the end of the 
resolution “and that the subject of said credentials be made the 
special order for Wednesday next, at one o’clock afternoon.” 

Mr. WHYTE. That is not in order. 

1 EDMUNDS. I never make a motion that is out of order that I 
ow of. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

3 eas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to call 

e roll. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (when Mr. Dawes’s name was called.) The Sena- 
tor from Delaware Bir SAULSBURY] has paired with the Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. DAWES. ] 

Mr. DORSEY. The Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON] 
has paired with the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. CHAFFEE.] The Sena- 
tor from New Jersey would vote “nay” and the Senator from Colo- 
rado would vote “ yea,” if present. : 

Mr. MITCHELL, (when his name was 5 8805 On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. MERRIMON.] 
He would vote “nay,” if here, and I should vote yea.” 

The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 25 ; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesars. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Ponn- 
ly; Cameron of Wisconsin, Christiancy, Dorsey, Edmunds, Hoar, I Is, 

ones of Nevada, 3 McMillan, Matthews, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, 
Rol Saunders, Teller, Wadleigh—23 

NA Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Coke, Conover, Davis of West Virginia, 
Creery, Me d, M Patterson, e Beason Tames r erg 
Wallace, Whyte, and Withers —35. ~ 

ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Chaffee, Cockrell, Conkling, 
rated of ar Dawes, Eaton, 9 7 paro: 2 . — pe Howe, Johnston, 
Spencer, and Win om 2. : 76 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, it seems to be the disposition of 
the majority not to amend this resolution in any of the ways I have 
proposed; and before we go on with tho discussion of it, which of 
course may take a good deal of time, I think we ought to have some 
suppen and I will move therefore, that the Senate take a recess until 

past eight o'clock to-night. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Oh, no. 

Mr. ALLISON, Make it eight o’clock. 

Mr. OGLESBY. Make it half past nine. [Laughter.] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will make the motion to take a recess until 
half past eight. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the Senate take a recess until half past eight o’clock. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Say eight. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Weshould not have time to get supper. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. We could get supper just as well in an 
hour as in an hour and a half. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, but my capacity for swallowing things is 
not so great as that of my friend from Illinois. I will it eight 
o'clock to accommodate my friend. 

The motion was not Sareea to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate agree 
to the resolution of the Senator from Ohio, upon which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think there was a mistake about that last vote. 
I do not think that the Senate understood the object of my motion; 
because I am sure, if we are obli to go on, as it seems to be the 
disposition—and I am not making this motion to delay anybody— 
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but it seems to be the disposition of the majority to go on to-night. 
and ifso we ought to have an opportunity to get something eet 


Therefore, with the ission of Senators, I will move that we take 
a recess until five minutes past eight—so that I shall be in order— 
which is substantially the same motion. 

Mr. THURMAN, suppose a remark is hardly in order, unless I 
am permitted to make it. If the Senate will agree that this resolu- 
tion of mineshall not lose its place, and be proceeded with, and noth- 
ing shall be interposed to take precedence of it, and that if it is car- 
ried the question of General Butler's right shall not lose any pre- 
cedence to which it would be entitled, if it is entitled to any, I think 
we might possibly come to some 5 and adjourn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We shall have time to that over, and see if 
we cannot agree upon it between now and eight o’clock; and then 
there need not any of us stay, and the Senate can adjourn. 

Mr. THURMAN. I will say that possibly we might come to some 
understanding about that. The suggestion I think worthy of con- 
sideration. Therefore I shall vote for a recess, because I think there 
are matters that ought to be considered. 

Mr. WHYTE and others. We had better adjourn. 

Mr. THURMAN. No, no. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to mingle in this debate at some 
time, if there seems to be an opportunity to say a word. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. e debate proceeds by unanimous con- 
sent, as the motion is not debatable. ` 

Mr. CONKLING. Ihave only a word to say. I would vote in ac- 
cordance with the convenience of Senators if I could appreciate that 
convenience. I did not suppose that in a proceeding so stimulatin 
and exhilarating as this is, much food was needed on either side o 
the Senate; but there seem to be Senators who think it would be 
proper to eat even on such an occasion, The Senators who are going 
to eat in the Capitol, if anything can be found here to eat, need no 
recess until eight o’clock to go and get their food. They cannot all 
get it together, for the accommodations do not admit of any such 
thing. The Senate will have to feed by platoons, and rather small 
ones at that, if the feeding is to be done here, If, on the other hand, 
we are to go into the part of the town in which most of us live, we 
cannot and come back by eight o’clock, and therefore I voted 
against the proposed recess. If it is pro to take an intermission 
long enough to enable Senators to go home and get their dinner, I 
shall vote for that; but if that is not to be done, I submit that we 
had better go down, two or three, or half a dozen at a time, and get 
such lunch as we can get in the Capitol, and there is no need of a 
recéss until eight o’clock, during which time all the Senators here 
cannot find any food in this bni ding; there is not place enough or 
room enough for the Senate to go and dine or lunch and entertain 
themselves. Therefore I suggest we had better go on, and whilethe 
debate proceeds Senators can go ont and replenish and fortify them- 
selyes—I would say multiply, but it is unn for the other side 
to multiply; they seem to be numerousenough. [Laughter.] 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question before the Senate is the 
motion of the Senator from Vermont that the Senate do now take a 
recess until five minutes after eight o’clock. 

The motion was not a: to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon the resolution of 
the Senator from Ohio, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I will just try once more, because I 
think if we could have time to consult a little while we could make this 
as smooth as could be, and that there would be an era of peace here 
that has not been heard of for three or four da Therefore, I move 
to amend by adding the words I did before, only making it “to-mor- 
row at one o’clock” instead of Wednesday, which ought to satisfy the 
objection which gentlemen had to the other proposition. They can- 
notof course expect to go on to-night to discuss the merits of the 
Butler and Corbin controversy, I suppose, and I should hope that that 
would get a unanimous vote. I y hope so. 

Mr. CONKLING. We are curious to know here whether the Sen- 
ator from Vermont is making any confidential communication to the 
Chair. We do not hear what he says, and our curiosity is naturally 
excited to know what it is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The amendment is offered. 
oe VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be reported by the 

retary. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to insert at the end of the roso- 
lution the following: 


And that the subject of said credentials shall be made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow at one o'clock. 


Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Senator from Ohio, who seems 
specially to have this matter in charge, what possible objection there 
is to that proposition ? 

Mr. EATON. There is no necessity for it. We might as well adjourn 
as agree to it. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not differ with my friend, who usually does 
not make a parliamentary mistake in that respect, but, for abun- 
dant caution, if the Senate makes this a special order at the end of 
the morning hour to-morrow, what objection can there be to that? 

Mr. EATON. There is no necessity for it, because if we adjourn it 
will come 5 Bg tiga at that time as the unfinished business. 

Mr. CONKLING. I agree with the Senator from Connecticut; 


but I ask if anybody thinks that is not sufficient, what possible ob- 
jection can there be to an order by the Senate that at the expiration 
of the morning hour to-morrow it shall come up. 

Mr. EATON. We would rather pass it to-night. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CONKLING. Oh! 

If it were done, when tis done, then ‘twere well 
It were done quickly. 

That seems to be the idea of the Senator. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let me understand. The motion is made to add 
to the resolution that the credentials of Mr. Butler be made the 
special order for one o’clock to-morrow. Is that it? 

Mr. CONKLING. I did not hear such a thing as that in the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. THURMAN, I thonght that was what it was. 

Mr. CONKLING. Let it be read again. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

That the subject of said credentials shall be made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow at one o'clock. 

Mr. McDONALD. Is that to be added to the resolution offered by 
the Senator from Ohio ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes. 

Mr. CONKLING. It is the subject of his credentials. 

Mr. THURMAN. Butler must be made the special order. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does not the Senator see the distinction ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I did not. 

Mr. CONKLING. It is usually one of the difficulties of the hon- 
orable Senator from Ohio that he does not see distinctions when they 
exist, and finding that his customary difficulty is upon him now, I 
willsay to him that my understanding of the distinction is this: To- 
morrow at one o’clock it will be within the province of the Senate, 
under the rules of the Senate, to say whether in filling the vacant 
seats the Senate will proceed first in the case which been ex- 

lained and enlightened by not one report but two hostile reports 
m a committee, which it may be safe to assume, present not only 
one side but each side of the controversy, or whether the Senate, 
brashing ara Boe two reports, will proceed first in a case in which 
no report has been made, and in respect of which, I will venture to 
say, on this side of the Chamber there is not one Senator in ten who 
has as yet any exact information. If the credentials of Mr. Butler 
technically were made a special order for to-morrow at one o’clock, I 
do not know but that the Chair might hold, might be compelled to 
hold, that that assi precedence to those credentials and to the 
questions to which they give rise, On the other hand, if the subject, 
merely, which we have n talking about, is made a special order 
for one o’clock to-morrow, it might not, and probably would not, be 
held that the Senate had concluded to commit itself to the under- 
standing that the credentials themselves, and the questions arising 
apog them, should proceed at one o’clock, not peng displaced by any- 
ing else. There was in our rules (I suppose there is yet; I have 
not read the last revision of the rules,) a provision requiring two- 
thirds of the Senate to deal in certain ways with a special order, 
Therefore, it might become quite important that we should not be 
committed at one o’clock to-morrow to go on and put the credentials 
technically from South Carolina in advance of the credentials from 
Louisiana on which a report of the committee has been made. 

Mr. EATON. If my friend will allow me, I should like to s 
to him that the credentials of the claimant from South Carolina are 
now in advance of the others, because if the Senate vote to take 
from the committee the consideration of that question, those creden- 
tials are on the table of the Senate that moment. 

Mr. CONKLING. But, Mr. President, does not my honorable friend 
from Connecticut fall into an error by forgetting one of the rules of 
the Senate? 

Mr. EATON. I think not. 

Mr. CONKLING. There isa rule of the Senate which provides 
not only that the report of a committee but that the subject-matter 
from which a committee has been discharged shall, on the objection 
of one Senator, lie over one day; so that if the resolution offered by 
the Senator from Ohio were to pass at this moment the Senate could 
not proceed except by unanimons consent to do anything with the 
matter of Mr. Butler's credentials. 

Mr. EATON. I apprehend my friend from New York is entirely 
wrong. I do not differ with the honorable Senator with regard to 
the rule, but this question is a privileged question. 

Mr. CONKLING. Not much. 

Mr. EATON. It is a question of the highest privil 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Isit any more privileged than the Kellogg report 
was this morning? 

Mr. EATON. Nota icle, but there happened to be one ahead 
of the Kellogg report this morning. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg my friend’s pardon. The Kellogg report 
went over on objection this morning from the democratic side, and 
the Chair sustained the objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator will attend to me a moment, where 
is the error into which he thinks I have fallen? 

Mr. THURMAN. That we are acting under Rule 7, and that Rule 
50 is not applicable. 

Mr. BAT N. That Rule 50 is not applicable at all to a question of 
the highest privilege. That is my belief. That is general parlia- 
mentary law. The question now is, does this special rule to which 
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the honorable Senator from New York alludes, take it out from the 
general 8 727 le of parliamentary law ?- I contend that it does not. 

Mr. CONKLING, Mr. President, if I am wrong in any respect, I 
will leave it to the Senator from Connecticut, after hearing me, 
whether I am wrong in the particular that he has pointed out. Rule 
7 provides that— 


All questions and motions arising or made upon the presentation of credentials 
shall be proceeded with until disposed of by the Senate. 


Iam quite sure that so experienced a parliamentarian as the Senator 
from Connecticut will not even argue that that rule applies to the 
ease of credentials presented long ago, proceeded with, referred to a 
committee, and brought back weeks and months afterward on a 
motion to discharge; so that I think I may leave out of the question 
the words of Rule 7, which I have read. Then I come to Rule 50— 

Mr. THURMAN. When the committee is discharged, and the cre- 
dentials come back into the Senate, why do they not stand just as 
they did at the time they were presented! 

Mr. CONKLING. I have known of decrees in chancery which 
undertook to put the parties in statu quo; I never heard before that 
a rule itself fully provisional, not only restrictive, but enabling, deal- 
ing with the whole subject, saying that on a certain occasion, and no 
other, to wit, “the presentation—” a term well defined and known, 
declaring that at that one time, and at no other, all the questions 
which then arise shall be proceeded with and disposed of—could be 
supposed to mean that something else at some other and different 
time and stage of business was also intended and included. 

I think that the question of the Senator is sufficiently answered by 
being clearly stated. Here is a rule, for example, which provides 
that upon a report coming in from a committee such or such a thin 
is to be done. Somebody proposes the question whether when a dif- 
ferent proceeding occurs, when no committee has reported, when the 
pro ing is wholly different, the rule does not apply. ‘The answer 
to it is that the case which is provided for has not arisen and another 

which it does not provide for, is before the Senate. Let us see 
what Rule 50 says: 


All reports of committees and motions to discharge a committee from the con- 
sideration of a subject, and all subjects 


Not all subjects except privileged subjects or privileged questions, 
but “all subjects”— 
from which a committee shall be disc shall lie one day for consideration, 
unless by unanimous consent the Senate 1 otherwise direct. 

How must the rule read in order to bear out the suggestion we hear 
now? It must read: Provided however, that the rule shall have no 
application to questions of privilege. 

erhaps that would be a convenient supplement to the rule, but it 
is not here. The rule says that all subjects whatsoever, be they grave 
or trivial, be they privileged or ordinary, all subjects whatsoever from 
which a committee has been discharged shall lie over one day unless 
by unanimous consent the Senate proceeds. Is not this a subject 
from which a committee will have been 5 after a majority 
shall have been found to vote in favor of a resolution which begins 
and ends with ordering that the committee shall be discharged? If 
it is such a subject this rale clearly and exactly provides for it; and 
could the Senator from Ohio muster all his cohorts now and vote them 
instantly and finally and adopt the resolution, one objection would 
the subject over until to-morrow. When we reach to-morrow 
the day will have come to which an objection has postponed the report 
in the Kellogg case, and then, I repeat, it would be for the Senate to 
determine whether in the orderly conduct of business, sitting as I 
heard some Senator say to-day, to try a question as judges, to render 
a solemn judgment upon law and facts, the Senate will take up first 
a case which comes regularly before -it, which is illustrated by the 
report of a committee and a minority report, or whether it will post- 
pone that case in order that the more blindfold and less intelligent 
proceeding shall occur of taking up first a case in respect of which 
nobedy but the initiated knows anything except in general. 

I infer that the possession of votes enough to consummate this pro- 

ing was known in the Senate, but it was not known to Senators 
who sit on this side of the Chamber. They had no forewarning that 
m must be prepared in tho Butler case. On the contrary, they re- 
lied upon the expectation that the committee in due time would give 
information touching the Butler case. Therefore, the question will 
be whether one-half the Senate, unapprised how near they were to 
a consideration of this case, are to be compelled to take it up first, to 
take up first a case which they know nothing of, and postpone a case 
in respect of which the material will be before us in the morning for 
a thorough and correct understanding. 

Ido not mean for one to agree, by arrangement or otherwise that 
Ican prevent, that any order or understanding shall be reached by 
which the case of Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, must proceed first 
to-morrow, On the contrary, I wish, so far as the rules of the Senate 
permit it, to endeavor to have a consideration first of the Kellogg 
case, not because of any special preference I have for that case, but 
merely because it happens to be the case upon which a committee has 
reported, and therefore it is ready for trial, and we can tako it up 
and take it up properly and intelligently. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar inthe chair.) The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. CONKLING. Let us hear that read. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report it. 

: 7 — CHIEF CLERK. It is moved to insert at the end of the reso- 
ution : 

And that the subject of thecredentials shall be made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow at one o'clock. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
the words “subject of the ;” so that it will read. 

And that the credentials shall be made the special order of the day for to-morrow 
at one o'clock. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to ask the Senator from Ohio, as I 
find him on his feet, whether as he understands the resolution in that 
form it would refer to the credentials of Butler; would it not? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. To any other credentials ? 

Mr. THURMAN. No. 

Mr. CONKLING. I hope the Senate will observe that answer. The 
Senator from Ohio says, and very truly, that it would refer to the 
eredentials of Butler and to no other credentials. 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly not. If the Senator wants the cre- 
dentials of Mr. Corbin up, we will all unite with him in dischargin 
the committee from their consideration, and make them the specia 
order for the same time with Butler's. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator now addressed wants nothing on 
this subject. The Senator will endeavor when his name is called to 
vote as he thinks he ought. When he has done that, all his wants 
will be supplied. But I take occasion to direct the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that by the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Vermont as changed by the Senator from Ohio, the purpose is 
in this judicial tribunal, proceeding with fairness, pretending to hold 
with an impartial hand the even scales of justice, the proceedings in 
behalf of one party, the claim of one of two contestants and that 
claim only is to be brought into the Senate fur adjudication. I think 
the court which should proceed with the trial of a cause with the 
preliminary order that only one of the parties should be heard, that 
the evidence on only one side should be given, would attract the at- 
tention of the bench and of the bar. But I do not object to this; I 
am not at allsure that it is not symmetrical and harmonious, that the 
resolution should begin as it does, that the credentials and only the 
credentials of one of two parties shall be brought before the Senate. 
Nin? | likely those whom it is foreordained will vote to support those 
credentials will be less embarrassed than they might be if the cre- 
dentials of the other contestant were here andin any danger of being 
heard on the other side of the case. I should think perhaps it might 
be more convenient, perhaps easier, to pronounce in behalf of one 

if no case was heard except his case, and the other party was 
not allowed to come in at all, than it would be to undergo the incon- 
venience of having both sides heard and being compelled to choose 
between them. 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, one would really be led to believe from 
the remarks of my honorable friend from New York that upon this 
resolution the question of the antagonist of Butler is not brought up. 
I am perfectly astonished, for I have no idea that the senior Senator 
from New York believes any such thing, and therefore I must believe 
that he is talking for the benefit of all of us, for we all love to hear 
him talk. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will my honorable friend explain to me why he 
stated a moment ago that the original resolution called for the cre- 
dentials of Butler alone. 

Mr. EATON. I did not. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg my friend’s pardon; he said that and said 
it truly. Carrying the inquiry back one step further, will the Senator 
tell me how it came that a resolution was perfected and brought for- 
ward and has been for days debated, calling simply for those creden- 
tials, when it was known the credentials of the other contestant claim- 
ing to have been elected to the same seat were before the same com- 
mittee? Was it for economy of stationary or was it on account of 
stinginess of ink? [Laughter.] . 

Mr. EATON. The question of my honorable friend is a long one. 
I have no idea that it was for the economy of stationery or the stiu- 
giness of ink, and there certainly is no necessity to speak about the 
economy of either. I did not Bay just now, as my friend supposed I said. 
that the resolution related to the credentials of Butler alone. I said 
it was the credentials of Butler as against the credentials of Kellogg 
about whom the committee have reported. Now, then, I undertake 
to say this, and I hardly think that my distinguished friend from 
New York will deny the trath of the position, that you cannot bring 
before the Senate the facts with regard to the credentials of Butler 
without bringing the 5 that applies to his antagonist. 

Mr. CONKLING. Why not 

Mr. EATON. Because it is a matter that is entirely impossible. 
The testimony of the case at once brings the briefs of both contest- 
ants before the Senate, and then comes the question for the Senate 
to decide, whether Butler was elected properly or not. If so, he is 
to be seated. Upon my word I think there is no trouble with regard 
to this matter. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the substance of this question, it 
seems to me, is very plain. This is the second parliamentary day— 
about the fifth day, other#ise—which we have given to the consid- 
eration of the propriety of bringing before the Senate the creden- 
tials of Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, for the purpose of taking 
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its sense whether he is to be sworn or no. The substitution of 
Mr. Kellogg's case in lieu of Butler’s has been before the Senate and 
has been voted upon unsuccessfully on the part of the movers, It is 
perfectly plain and clear that the present amendment is designed, 
under the rules of the Senate, to give the case of Kellogg p ence 
to-morrow. That is the beginning and the end of it; that is the sub- 
stance of it; and those of the Senate who desire to see the case of 
Butler postponed and that of Kellogg taken up can farther it by ac- 
cepting the amendment of the honorable Senator from Vermont. I 
do not think there can be any doubt about this. I think it is per- 
fectly clear. Certainly, the position the case has now before the 
Senate is removed from any doubt at all. If we cannot be permitted 
to come to a vote, if there are no other parliamen expedients of 
delay in the budget of those who are opposed to the discharge of 
the committee from the consideration of Mr. Butlers credentials, 
there is no reason why the next five minutes should not settle the 
question and learn the will of the Senate on that subject, and learn 
with it whether 13 propose then to follow up the consideration of 
the case to which this is a fair, open, well-understood preliminary. 
We moved to discharge the committee for the purpose of taking up 
the case, and now the question is whether under the machinery of 
the rules of the Senate we shall accede to a motion that will defeat 
our object. That is all. I hope the Senate will understand it; I 
think I do, and therefore I shall vote against it. 

Mr. THURMAN, I want to say one word. I moved to amend the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Vermont. Upon reflection 
I will withdraw my amendment to the amendment, and ask the 
friends of the original resolution to vote down the amendment for 
this reason if for no other: Our rules make it necessary that two- 
thirds of the Senate should makea 2 85 order, as has been settled. 
I do not profess to know where the rule is. Therefore, if that amend- 
ment were made to the resolution, it might be argued, and in i- 
bility it would require two-thirds to pass the resolution. I ope, 
therefore, that we may have no more complications, and that the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Vermont will be voted down 
by the friends of the original resolution. It is plain enough that if we 
are to come to any understanding of this sort, as to voting at a par- 
ticular time, it must be brought about, as has usually been done in 
the Senate, by unanimous agreement. There is no other way by 
which a vote can be had that I know of. And as the Senator from 
New York says that he will consent to no arrangement whatsoever 
that would enable Mr. Butler’s case to be disposed of to-morrow, I 
do not see how that unanimous agreement can be arrived at, and 
therefore there is nothing left for us but to sit it out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont, [ Mr. 8 The Senator from 
Ohio withdraws the motion to amend. The Clerk will report the 
amendment. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is moved to insert at the end of the resolu- 
tion the following words: 


And that the subject of the credentials shall be made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow at ono o'clock. 


Mr. CONKLING. I observe that the mover of the amendment, 
the Senator from Vermont, is not here at this moment. In order to 
enable the Senator to be here, I will ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HARRIS, I will state to the Senator from New York that the 
Senator from Vermont who moved the amendment is paired with 
me on that question. He is temporarily absent, and will be back in 
half an hour. 

Mr. CONKLING. I will ask for the yeas and nays, to enable him 
to come in, if he wishes to do so. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. HARRIS, (when Mr. BarLey’s name was called.) I desire to 
say that my colleague [ Mr. N is paired upon this question with 
the Senator from California, [Mr. TI.] my colleague were 
here, he would vote “nay” and the Senator from California would 
vote“ yea.” 

Mr. KERNAN, (when Mr. Jonxsrox's name was called.) I was re- 
quested to state that the Senator from Virginia [Mr. JOHNSTON] and 
the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WINDOM ] are paired. The Senator 
from Virginia would vote “nay” and, I presume, the Senator from 
Minnesota would vote “yea.” 

Mr. MITCHELL, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. MERRIMON.] 
He would vote “nay” and I should bie AE Sea 

Mr. ROLLINS, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. PATTERSON. ] 
If he were here, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senators from Pennsylvania are paired with 
each other, and are absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 25; as follows: 


irkwood, McMil Matthews, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddoc 
Saunders, Teller, and 8 = 1 2 Oglesby k, 
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Booth, Cameron of 
Hill, Johnston, Maxey, 
Spencer, Wallace, 


ABSENT—Messrs, Armstrong, Bailey, Barnum, Blaine, 
Pennsylvania, any Wiebe A Garland, Grover: Ham 
1 Mitchell, Patterson, Plumb, Rollins, Sargent, 


and dom—24. 

So the amendment was N ecb 

1 PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the original 
resolution. 


Mr. McMILLAN, (at seven o’clock and thirty-five minutes p. m.) 
Mr. President, I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The e being put, it was declared that the noes appeared to 
prevail. - 

Mr. EDMUNDS and Mr. McMILLAN called for the yeas and nays ; 
and they were ordered. 

The Secretary prosenten to call the roll. 

Mr. COCKRELL, (after having voted in the negative.) If tho 
Senator from Vermont [ Mr. MORRILL] is not here, I am paired with 
him. In the event that he does not vote, I withdraw my vote for 
the present, 

Mr. WALLACE, (when Mr. GARLAND’s name was called.) The 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND] is paired with the Senator 
from Nebraska, [Mr. PADDOCK. ] 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 23, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Burnside, Cameron of lana Vt. Cameron 
of Wisconsin, Chafl 1 Dawes, Dorsey, munds, II 
r 


oar, 
Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Oglesby, Rollins, 
Sil: Ri Po and Wadleigh—23. : ene 


NAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Beck, Coke, Conover, Davis of Illinois, Davis of West 
Virginia, Dennis, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Jones of Florida, Kernan, Lamar, Me- 
Creery, McDonald, McPherson, Morgan, Patterson, Randolph, Ransom, Saulsbury, 
Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—26. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Bailey, Barnum, Blaine, Booth, Cockrell, 
Eaton, Ferry, Garland, Grover, Hamlin, Hill, J ohnston, Maxey, Merrimon, 
Mitchell, Morrill, Paddock, Plumb, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, and Windom —24. 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. President, I ask to have the pending resolu - 
tion reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from 
the consideration of tho credentials of M. C, Butler, of South Carolina. 


Mr. McMILLAN, Mr. President, it is very manifest from the dis- 
cussions which have taken place here to-day that it is not known 
whether there are any issues of fact which are not settled between 
these parties. It has been stated upon the floor of the Senate that 
there are questions of fact which are not settled by the admission of 
either party or by the consent of these parties. An attempt to settle 
issues of fact in the open Senate would be an unheard of proceedin 
in a case of this kind; and in order that we may be fully advi 
upon this question, I move to strike from the resolution all after the 
word “resolved,” and insert : 

That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be instructed to examine and 


report what questions of fact, if ot Chere the Corbin, Butler case are not settled b; 
bho reat the claimants to seat now vacant from the State of Son 


Certainly there can be no objection to the adoption of this amend- 
ment. To enter upon a decision of this case, to take up and decide 
the question of the right of Mr. Butler to a seat in the Senate when 
the facts are not settled by the admission of the parties, would be to 
enter upon a task which we cannot finish before the close of this 
session of Congress, I hope, therefore, the motion will address itself 
to the Senate favorably, and that there will be a unanimous vote in 
favor of the adoption of the amendment I have proposed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota moves 
to amend the original resolution in a manner which will be read. 

Tbe Chief Clerk read the amendment pro by Mr. MCMILLAN. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. I ask that the briefs of the parties may be read 
to the Senate in explanation of this motion, that we may discover how 
far they are from agreeing upon the facts. 

Mr. WHYTE. Lobject, sir. They are not papers in the possession 
of the Senate. : 

Mr. INGALLS (to Mr. MCMILLAN.) Read them yourself then. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Lask to have them read as part of my remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senator from Minnesota is enti- 
tled to have them read as part of his remarks. 

Mr. CONKLING. I hope the Clerk will read deliberately and that 
the Senate will attend to them. 

Mr. McMILLAN, This is the brief of Mr. Corbin which I first send 
up. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, I desire to inquire whether this is the 
speech of the Senator from Minnesota, because otherwise it is not a 
paper to be called for to be read. 

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator is not entitled to have 
the document read on his call, but ho is entitled to have it read as 
part of his remarks, 

Mr. WHYTE. Certainly, if he says if is part of his remarks, of 
course my objection does not hold. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I desire to make this explanation to the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands the Senator 


80 to say. . 
Mr. MCDONALD. In what order, Mr. President, does the Senator 
from Minnesota desire these briefs to be read? 
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Mr. McMILLAN. Ihave submitted the brief of Mr. Corbin. That 
will be read first in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will proceed. 

Mr. WHYTE. We desire to understand that, Mr. President. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Is that part of the speech the Senator from 


Minnesota pro to make? 
ING OFFICER. The Chair understands the Senator 


The PRES. 
so to state. 

The Secre proceeded to read the document sent up. 

After some time had been thus occupied, 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Is the speech of the Senator done? 
There is nothing going on. 

. The Chair understands it has just com- 
men 

Mr. McMILLAN. Did I understand the Senator to wish to make 
a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I asked for information. I heard 
pothing Bot on in the Senate, no reading and no one speaking, and 
I wanted to know whether there was me fae gd before the Senate. I 
supposed perhaps the Senator had finis his speech. If I am in 
error, of course I submit. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Minnesota will proceed. 

Mr. WALLACE. Willit be in order to permit the Senator from 
Minnesota to print? 

Mo I have not made any such request, if that would 
be in order. The Senator from Pennsylvania had better not make 
su, tions that are not within the rules of the Senate. 
he VICE-PRESIDENT. The reading will continue. 

The Secretary resumed and continued the 3 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (at eight o clock and thirty-two min- 
utes p.m.) I desire to inquire of the Senator from Minnesota if he 
he will yield to a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Yes, sir; I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Senator having yielded for that 
pu , I move that the Senate do now 2 

. SAULSBURY and Mr. WALLACE called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. McDONALD, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
the Senator from California [Mr. BoorH] unless my vote shall be 
necessary to make a quorum. If necessary to make a quorum, I shall 
vote “no,” but not otherwise. 

Mr, MCPHERSON, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. JONES.] I suppose he 
would vote “yea,” if present, and I should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. MITCHELL, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. MERRIMON.] 
If present, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “ yea.” 

f: VOORHEES, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with 
the Senator from New York [Mr. CONKLING] during his temporary 
absence from the Senate Chamber. Were he here, I should vote “nay 
and he would vote “ yea.” 

Mr. ANTHONY. My coll e [Mr. BURNSIDE] is paired with the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. staan yin 

Mr. WALLACE, (when his name was ) Iam paired with the 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar.] 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. McDONALD. Has a quorum voted? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MCDONALD. Then I do not vote. 

The result was aunounced—yeas 23, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, B: Cameron of vania, Cameron of 
Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, E Edm Howe, Ingalls, Kirk- 
wood, McMillan Fey Spy Morrill, Oglesby, Paddoc Saunders, Spencer, 
„Ba Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Mi. 


nois, Davis of West V Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones 
iia, Kernan, „Morgan, Ransom, Saulsbury, Thurman, 
wer and Withers—24. : 
NT—Messrs. 1 Barnum, Blaine, Barnsid — 
Eaton, zari; Grover, Hamlin, Hoar, Johnston, Jones of Nevada, M. „Mo- 
Donald, McPherson, 1 Mitchell, Plumb, Randolph, 
Voorhees, W and om 2. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate refuses toadjourn. The Sen- | Ransom. 


ator from Minnesota. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I ask that the Clerk resume the reading of Mr. 
Corbin’s statement at the point where he left off. 

The Secretary resumed and continued the reading. 

Mr. WADLEIGH, (at nine o’clock p.m.) I would inquire of my 
friend from Minnesota if he will give way for a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Yes, sir, for that purpose I will yield. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WHYTE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. VOORHEES, (when his name was called.) During the tempo- 
rary absence of the Senator from New York [Mr. CONKLING] I am 
paired with him. If he were here, I would vote “ nay” and he would 
vote “yea. 

Mr. MCCREERY, (when his name was and. f Tam paired on this 
subject with the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. BuRNSIDE.] He 
would vote “ yea” if present, and I should vote “nay.” 


Mr. McDONALD, (when his name was called.) The Senator from 
California | Mr. le a. having returned, I will vote “nay.” 


Mr. McP. „(hen his name was called.) On this question 
I am paired with the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. JONES.] 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 23; nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Cameron of P. lvania, 
Cameron of aasa Maran Denn Dorsey, Edmunds, Hoar, How ils, 
Ae mages kG ae atthews, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, Sounders, 


, h—23, 
NAYS—Messrs. oy, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, e Davis of Mi- 


Jones 
Sauls Thurman, Wallace, Whyte, and 
ABSENT Messrs. Arms 


l 
— trong, Harn Blaine, Burnsid 8 Conk- 
rn, Erea Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Hill, ramen! Jones of Nevada, McCreery, 
M 3 , Merrimon, Mitchell, Plumb, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, Voor. 
So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. e Senator from Minnesota. 


Mr. McMILLAN. I ask the Clerk to resume the reading of the 
statement of Mr. Corbin. 

The Secre resumed and continued the reading. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (at nine o’clock and thirty-six min- 
utes p.m.) I observe that the Senator from Minnesota is becoming 
weary, and if he will give way for that purpose I will move an execu- 
tive session. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Ishall yield for that purpose only. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I move that the 
proceed to the consideration of executive business. z 

Mr. BAYARD and others called for the yeas and nays; and they 
were ordered. 3 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (at nine o’clock and thirty-eight minutes p. m.) 
I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BAYARD called for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (when his name was called.) I am 
paired with the Senator from Tennessee, LMr. Harris,] who is tem- 
porarily out of the Chamber. 

Mr. McCREERY, (when his name was called.) I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. MaTrHews.] He would 
vote “ yea” if present and 1 should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] If present, he would vote 
“yea” and I should vote “ nay.” 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 25, nays 28; as follows: 6 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Booth, Brace, Burnside, Cameron of P. Ivanin, 
Chaffee, Christiancy, Conk! Dawes, Dorsey, Edm Hoar, Howo, n 
Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, cMillan, Morrill, Oglesby, Rollins, - 
ders, Spencer, Teller. and W. 25, ) 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Ba; Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Mi- 
nois, Davis of West Virginia, Garland, Gordon, Hereford, = Jones of 
Florida, Kernan, Lamar, McDonald, McPherson, Morgan, Patterson, li, 
Ransom, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, White, and Withers—28. 

8 5 Armstrong. ee 2 C: 1 
Maxey, Merrimon, Mitchell, Plumb, Sargent, Sharon, and Windom—2o. * 

So the Senate refused to rn. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. è question now is on the motion of 
the Senator from Wisconsin, that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business, upon which the yeas and nays have 


ate do now 


been ordered. 
The Secre roceeded to call the roll. 
Mr, BECK. My colleague [Mr. MCCREERY] is paired on all ques- 


tions to-night with the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Marrurews.] If 
present, my colleague would vote “ nay.” : 

The roll-call having been Atika f the result was announced— 
yeas 24, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Brace, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
Chaffee, ing, Da Dorsey, ands, Hoar, H Ingalls, J fN 
vada, Kirkwood, Ale Millan, Morrill, Oglesby Paddock, Kollins, Saunders, — 
cer, Teller, and Wadleigh—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bai 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I ask the Clerk to continue the reading of the 
statement of Mr. Corbin on this subject. 

The Secretary resumed and continned the reading. 

Mr. PADDOCK, (at ten o’clock and two minutes p.m.) Iask the 
Senator from Minnesota to give way while I make a motion. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I move that the Senate take a recess until to- 
morrow morning, at ten o’clock a. m. 

Mr. BAYARD. I call for the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (when his name was called.) On 


1877. 


this question Iam paired with the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. 
HARRIS. 


The rolleall having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 25, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
sylvania, Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, Hoar, Howe, 
Tinea of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, Saun- 
ders, 4 5 — Teller, and Wadleigh—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Ilinois, 
Dae yas ia, 1 2 85 R eee Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, 

— — allace, Whyte, and Withers—28. 


wre Thurman, Voorhees, W: 3. 
G „ Johnston. . — Matthews, ‘Maxey’ 
„Grover, A 3 
pe — Mitchell, Plumb, Sargent Sharon, and Windom- 0 

So the motion was not to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I desire to have the Clerk resume the reading of 
the statement of Mr. Corbin. 

The Chief Clerk resumed and continued the reading, but was in- 
terrupted by 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I rise to a question of order. In order 
that the Senate may enjoy the benefit of the interesting remarks of 
the honorable Senator from Minnesota, I raise the question under the 
second rule that a 1 of the Senate is not present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, (at ten o’clock and eighteen minutes p. 
= The Secretary will call the roll. 

he Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and the following Senators 
answered to their names: 

Messrs. Allison, 5 Ba: „ Bee B Burnside, Cameron of 
Pennsylvania, Chaffee, C 9 Gere Conkling. — West Vir- 
ginis, wes, Dennis, Dorsey, Edmunds, Garland, Gordon, , Hereford, Hill, 

oar, Howe, In; Jones of Florida, Jones of Nevada, Kernan, Kirkwood, 

Gelesby. e freca arimen 3 R treg nA eo f Sone : 

Spencer, Teller, Thurman, Voorhees, Wadicigh, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers.” 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The roll-call shows the presence of fifty- 

four Senators—more than a quorum. The Senator from Minnesota 

will proceed. 
Mr. McMILLAN. I ask the Clerk to resume the reading of the 
„Statement of Mr. Corbin. 
The Chief Clerk resumed and concluded the reading. 
The entire statement is as follows: 

Statement of the case of D. T. Corbin, esq., who claims to have been daly elected 
on December 12, 1876, by the of South Carolina, to represent that 
State in the Senato of tho United States for the term of six years, commencing 
March 4, A. D. 1877. 

STATEMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTE LAW OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Shen constitution of the State of South Carolina, adopted in April, 1868, provides 
as follows: 
tive power of this State shall be vested in 


ARTICLE 2, Section 1. The 
be styled the senate and the other the house of 
the General Assembly of the State of South 


Carolina. 
ART. 2, SEC. 2. The house of tatives shall be of members 
Eak DY balick b TOES ACLA yous OF ta ORLO OE talc Glave CAORA on TA thie 


constitution is provided. 

ART. 2, SEC. 4. The house of re tatives shall consist of one hundred and 
twenty-four members, to be ap ed among the several counties according to 
the number of inhabitants contained in each. An enumeration of inhabitants for 
this pu shall be made in 1869, and again in 1875, and shall be e in the 
conrso of every tenth year thereafter, in such manner as shall be directed by law ; 
and representatives shall be assigned to the different counties, in the above-men- 
tioned proportion, by act of the General Assembly at the session immediately suc- 
ceeding every enumeration. 7 y 1 ¿ 


* 
Ant. 2, SEC. 8. The senate shall be com of oy Sonera ache mba aay fe 
to be elected for the term of four years by the qualified voters of the State in the 
same manner in which the members of the house are chosen, except the county of 
Charleston, which shall be allowed two senators. 
Ant. 2, Sec. 11. Fhe first election for senators and tatives under the 

visions of this constitution shall be held on the 14th, 15th, and 16th days of ‘April of 
the 358 10892 and the second election shall be held on the third Wednes- 


year, ( ) in thoelt, of Columbia, * * * on the esday 
November, ann y. 
* * * * * * * 
Ant, 2, Sec. 13. The term of office of senators and tatives, chosen at a 


general election, shall begin on the Monday follo such election. 
ART, 2, Src. 14. Each house shall judge of the ol retarns, and qualifications 
of its own members; and a majority of each house constitute a quorum to do 


* + * * * * * 


Ant. 2, Sec. 15. Each house shall choose its own offi determine its rules of 
proceeding, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence 
of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same offense. 

ART. 3, Sud. 2. The governor shall be elected by the electors duly qualified to 
vote for members of the house of re mtatives, and shall hold his office for two 
3 be chosen and qualified, and shall be re-eli- 
gi * * * * * * * 

Art. 3, Sec. 4. The returns of every election of r shall be sealed np b; 
the rs of election in their ve countes, and transmitted by ai D 
l ae aiee directed to the secretary of stato; who shall deliver them 

erof the house of representatives at the next ensuing session of the 
Assembly, and a duplicate of said returns shall be filed with the clerks of 
the courts of said counties, whose duty it shall be to forward to the secretary of 


*There are thirty-two counties in the State. S 
t The last clause of this section is as amended in 1872 78. 
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state a certified copy thereof, upon being notified that the returns, previously for- 
warded by mail, have not been received at his office. It shall be the duty of the 
secretary of state, after the ion of seven days from the day upon which the 
votes have been counted, if returns thereof any county have not been 
received, to notify the clerk of the court of said county, and order a copy of the 
returns filed in his office to be forwarded forthwith. The secretary of state shall 
deliver the returns to the the house of re; tatives at the next ensu- 
the first weck of the session, or 

by the election of the pro- 
open and publish them in the 


both 
The pestis the highest number of votes shall be governor; butif two or 
and highest in votes, the General Assembly shall, during the 
same session, in the house of representatives, choose one of governor, viva 
voce.* Contested elections for governor shall be determined by the General As- 
sembly in such manner as shall be prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE 1, Sec. 26. In the government of Commonwealth the legislativ: 
executive, and judicial powers of the government shall be forever to ai 
distinct each other, and no person or persons exi ng the ns of one 
of said departments shall assume or discharge the duties of any other, 

At the regular session of tho General Assembly of the State of South Carolina of 
1875-'76, the following act was passed, to wit: 

An act to apportion the representation of the counties in General Assembly in 
accordance with the N geod of the State constitution. 

“Whereas the constitution of South Carolina, article 2, section 4, requires that 
representation in the General Assembly shall be apportioned among the several 
counties of the State at the present session thereof; and whereas section 6 of the 
said article 2 of the constitution provides that the census return of inhabitants, A. 
D. 1875, shall be the basis of representation, dividing the number thereby found in 
each county by one one-hundred-and-twenty-fourth of the total population of the 
8 as determined by the same census, and supplying, on the basis of the greatest 

ons s0 arising, all vacancies thereby left the membership of the house: 


Therefore, 

“ Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of the State of South 

olina, now met and sitting in General Assembly, and by the ity of the same, 
That the several counties shall, at the session of the General Assembly next fol- 
lowing the first general election after the passage of this act, and thereafter until 
the same shall be repealed, be entitled to representatives as follows: Abbeville, 
5; Aiken, 4; Anderson, 4; Barnwell, 5; Beaufort, 6; Charleston, 17; Chester, 3; 
Chesterfield, 2; Clarendon, 2; Colleton, 5; Darlington, 4; Edgefield, 5 ; Fairfleld, 3; 
Georgetown, 2; Greenville, 4; ceca ag 2; Kershaw, 3; Lancaster, 2; Lau 
Lexington, 2; Marion, 4; Marlborough. 2; Newberry, 3; Oconee, 2; Orangeburgh, 5; 
a Richland, 5; Spartanburgh, 4; Sumter, 4; Union,3; Williamsburgh, 3; 


ork, 4. 

Approved March 2, 1876.""—Sessions Laws, page 88, 187576. 

The laws regulating elections in South Carolina aro as follows: 

General statutes—Chapter VII—Of qualifications of electors. 

Section 1. Every male citizen of the United States, of the age of twenty-one 
years and upward, not g under the disabilities named in the constitutio: 
without distinction of race or color or former condition, who shall have been a resi- 
dent of the State for one year and in the county in which he offers to vote for sixty 
days next preceding any general election, shall be entitled to vote: Provided, That 
while kept in any almshouse or asylum, or of unsound mind, or confined 


at such vo 
at six Haack 


shall administer to eac 
that he is = to vote at this election, N the constitution of this 


be casi 


imprisonment in 
both, within the 
Chapter VIII—Of the manner of conducting elections and returning votes. 

Sxcriox 1. That the general elections in this State shall be held, pursuant to the 
constitution thereof, on the third Wednesday in October, 1870, and forever 
after on the same day in every second year, and shall be regulated and conducted 
according to the rules, principles, and provisions herein prescribed. t 

Commissioners and managers of election. 

Sec. 2. That for the poos of carrying on such election, it shall be the duty of 
the governor, and he is hereby authorized and empowered, at least sixty days prior to 
any such election, to appoint in and for each county three commissioners of election, 
whose duty it shall be, and they are hereby authorized and empowered, to — 5 — 
three 9 of election for each election precinct in the county for which they 
shall respectively be appointed. Tho said commissioners of election and said man- 
agers of election shall take and subscribe, before any officer authorized to admin- 
ister oaths, the oath of office prescribed by section 30 of article 2 of the constitu- 
tion, and the same shall be immediately filed in each instance in the office of the 
clerk of the county in which said commissioners and managers shall be appointed, 
and, if there be no such clerk, duly qualified by law, then in the office of the secre- 


tay of state. 

3. That the managers are 8 authorized to a a clerk to assist 
them in whatever duties may be required of them, who shall take the oath of office 
ever fares by section 30 of article 2 of the constitution, beforo the chairman of the 
of managera. 

Sec. 4. That the commissioners aforesaid and the managers aforesaid, at their 
first meetings, 3 shall d to organize themselves as a board, b 
appointing one of their number chairman of the board; and such chairman in Sock 
instance be empowored to administer the necessary oaths. 

Sec. 5, The polls shall be open at such voting places as shall be desi at six 
o'clock in the forenoon, and close at six o'clock in the afternoon ot the day of elec- 
tion, and shall be kept open . hours without intermission or adjourn- 
ment; and the managers shall inister to each person offering to vote an oath 
that he is qualified to vote at this election according to the constitution of this 
State, and that he has not voted during this election. 

SEC. 6. Representatives in the House of 8 of tho Congress of the 
United States shall bo chosen at such elec in the several congressional dis- 
tricts by the 8 electors therein. 

Sec. 7. The State constables, and other peace officers of each county, are seg 07 — 
to be present during tho whole time that the polls are kept open, and until the 
election is completed; and they shall prevent all interference with the mana- 


*A statute provides that the General Assembly shall decido a contest for gov- 


ernor. 
3 so as to read, first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 


gers, and see that there is 
than one polling-place in i 
and mak 


3 good order. If there 


T 
tof his deputies and other peace 
best subserve the purposes of quiet 


ae eee pe such dlction, 
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written and partly printed, the names o 


commissioners, shall not be during the election. 
labelled as follows; Canoe TS! y 

Sec, 12. Each clerk of the poll shall keep a poll-list, which shall contain one 
column headed of voters; and the name of each elector voting shall be 


the chairman of the board of or one of them, who ma be desi 
the board, shall deliver to the of election the -list and — 
containing the ‘he ballots. 


Sxc. 14. The commissioners of election shall meet at the county seat, as provided 
in the last preceding section, and shall proceed to organize and shall form the county 
board of canvassers. 


£ - 
They ma; t some com t as The chairman shall then 
32 nr aan at secretary, Tho ch the board as can- 
vassors, and shall adminis! secretary, 
rotary shall administer to the chairman the same oath that he shall have admistered 
to the other members of the board. 

Sec. 16, They shall then proceed to count the votes of the county, and shall make 
such statements thereof as the nature of the election shall require within ten days 
of the time of their first meeting as a board of county canvassers, and shall trans- 
mit to the board of State canvassers any protest and all papers relating to the 


election. 
Sec. 17. Duplicate statements shall be made and filed in the office of the clerk 
of the county, and if there be no such clerk duly qualified according to law, then 


in the office o . 

Sec. 18. They shall mak: soe, e ee neck penton xe number of votes given 
insuch ag eget Representatives in statements of all other 
votes given for other officers. Such A hall contain the names of tho 
persons for whom such votes were given, and the number of votes given for each, 
ja gr py Saa OS 5 

EO. 19 re shall repared oners three separate lists of eac 
statement, besi beside the lists ta be filed in the office of the county clerk or secretary 
nae me ogy nie Se amin os by the signatures of the 


aeons 8 county canvassers, and 
ar ecm 15 of this chapter, the chairman —— 
Se postage paid) tach ono 455 
8 each one of the certifi 
prepared as provided in the last 


Of the formation and proceedings of the board of state canvassers. 


Sec. 21. The secretary of state shall appoint a mee! of state canvassers, to be 
held at his office or some convenient place, on or before 10th toh da of November 
next after such general election, for the purpose of canvassing votes for all 
= * for at such ection, 

k 0 comptroller- general. attorne, eral, State au- 
ditor, State treasnrer, ape pH and cree general, and 8 of the 
eges and a presentatives shall consti- 
tute the State canvassers, four of 8 shall be a sufficient number to form a 


oad — y th =f 7 st coe tified by the seretars £ state, shall a 2 watt | Gon 
ent of the senate, g no 0 0 atten - 
out delay, and with the officers atten shall form a board. 

Sec. 4. The board, when thus form hall, opt upon the certified copies of the 
statements made by the board of county canvassers, proceed to make a statement 
of the whole number of votes given at such Arare in for tho various officers, and 
for each of them voted for, — — the several counties in which they were 
girn: 3 shall 8 statements to be correct, and subscribe the samo 


decide all cases under protest or contest that may arise w 
does not, by the constitution, reside in some other body. 
Src. 27. fy the conetitation, reside In ome other oy aot 


exceeding = 3 
case of a contest of the election of governor, (if the General 
Nen Tes concn resolution ——— RE the same,) the senate and house 


when sido their de 


= a ghana mechan sh 8 A oa pos ear and anae the 8 
in the case 80 as the an ereon w. accordin 0 
tenth section of article VIII of deem cna y an jan is entitled to be declared elected, If 


the two branches of the General ak come to the same decision they shal 


ninety Pent at which 

son to fill the office of 5 
Sac. 29. The secretary of state shall record in his office, in a book to be kept by 

him for that purpose, each certified statement and determination which shall be 


ernor, 


„ and their 
y is enjoined 4 spter shall be ity 
any corrupt Teal — the ex 
cee ted, he shall be deemed of a „„ 
3 . ne not exceeding $500, cueing ape 
Sec. 35. The commissioners of elections s receive, for their 9 

per day for their services, while actually employed, and eee, 

travel; and the managers shall receive §2 per day while actually employed, 
and ten cents per mile for porn rennet rey 3 the clerks of the 8 


and the clerks of the managers, respecti eee day while actually 
employed: Provided, e 3 o pay for more than 
ten days, eee e 


Statement of facts connected with the election of November 7, 1876. 


Pursuant to the constitution and laws of the State of South Carolina, a general 
mune 3 held on the 7th of November, 9 wa —.— a governor, lieutenant- 
n secretary of si ner. general, treasurer, State 
superintendentot e members of the of represen ves, a Apres — 
the senate, agran of Piat and 2 circuii 
3 All omcers voted for at the election, by sua FONE Gears ELMAN 
92 
e eee made returns of the 
N commissioners of election, (county ollicers,) . 
the same, and made returns of their canvass to the governor, of state, 


2 1876, the sceretary of state, pursuant to statate, sum- 
moned the board of State canvassers to meet in his office, in Columbia, South Caro- 
8 canvassing the election returns and determining and declar- 
the elec! Pursuant te summons, the board of State canvassers met at tho 
of ce of 9 of state. 
When assembled, the board consisted of Henry E. Hayne, secretary of onc 
William apns iara, neral; F. 88 State treasurer; Thomas C. Dunn, 
9 4 William H. Purvis, adjutant and gen 
A .. Nara ay eo the Stute, declared to belong to the execu- 
The board of Sia the State, 5 pago 105.) 
of State canvassers proceeded to canvass the election returns, and all 


papers connected therewith. and finally, on the 22d day of November, 1876, deter- 
mined and declared the election as follows for members of the Legislature : 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

Office det of State: 


‘Whereas, in pursuance of the constitution and of the statutes of this State, an 
JT 1876, for one secre! x 


one com = one y: one State treasarer, one 
tant and one State su tendent of education, five 3 
bere ge th eee from the second co ional 
term of r e 


rth Congress, and for one judge of 
probate, one Doni hes one clerk of court, one: 5 one school commissioner, and 
three county commissioners, in the several counties of the State of South Carolinas 

„8 OS Law Seow beTS of ee General Assembly of the State of South 
to 


a Sout i five representives from Barnwell County ; six np ahr le 
representatives 8 heater County; 1 e 


five representati 
8 


tae from York County. 
And also for one solictor for each of the eight judicial circuits of the State; and 
xamination of the statements which have received, it appears that the 
several offices set opposi 


Abbeeville nator, John C. Maxwell; el eee W. K. Bradley, 

e Seay bales — T-T C. E. Sawyer, J.J. Wood- 
¡rẹ ves, C. 

ward, L. W. Ashbill, J. G. G z 


Anderson Representatives, H. R. 353 R. W. Simpson, W. C. 
Brown, J. L. Orr. 


Barnwell 8 J. M. Phy amore Be 
J. W. Holmes, L. W. Youmans, M. å, 
Bennet Or 3 Thomas 3 


Beaufort 
Hastings Gantt, Joseph Robinson, G. B. a krin h T. E. Miller. 
ge e Wiliam N. Taft; Shs ages es, E. W. M. Mackey, 
W. J. Brodie, B. F. Smalls, Robert Simmons, W. G Glover, F. S. Edwards, Isaac 
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Chester County—Representatives, John Leo, Samuel Coleman, Purvis Alexander. 

Chester, County—Representatives, J. C. Coit, D. T. Redfearn. 

Clarendon County—Representatives, Syfax Milton. Hampton Boston. 

Colleton 83 resentatives, H. E. Bissell, William Maree, J. N. Cumming, 
L. E. Parler, Robert Jones. 


County—Senator, B. H. Wiliama; representatives, Charles 8. 


Greer K. Kinloch. - 
Green „S. S. Crittenden; representatives, J. W. Gray, J. F. 
Donald, J. F. Austin, J. F. Westmoreland. 


ae Senator, Wil iam M. Buck; representatives, L. D. Bryan, John 
oper. 
Kershaw County— Representatives, R. D. Gaither, A. W. Hough, E.-H. Dibble. 
Lancaster County—Representatives John B Erwin, J. C. Blickvney. 
ee County—Senator, ii. A. Meetze; representatives, G. 2 G. 
ul er. 


Marion County—Senetor, R. G. Howard; representatives, J. G. Bluo, James Mo- 
Rue R. H. Rogers, J. P. Da xis. 
Ma County—Representatives, P. M. Hamer. Thomas N Edens. 
nty—>enator, H. C. Corbin; representatives, Thomas Keith, S. S. 


. . Thomas. 
Cou š „J. W. Livingston; representatives, B. Frank Sloan, 


e Speer County- Senator, S. L. Duncan; a. “Bg mad D. A. Straker, 
James Wells, Shedrach Morgan W. H. Reedisb, C. W. Caldwell, E lis Forrest. 
Pickens County—Representatives, D. Frank mean E. H. Bates. 
Richland „ A. W. Curtis, James Wells, C. S. Minort, R. 
J. Palmer, William M. Lowman. 
Sumter County—Repr-sentatives, Thomas B. Johnson, John H. Ferriter, William 
Tee nitegk Ony Ai., GAASI Canon tatives, W. P. Com 
nator, ; representativ: . 
ton, John W. Wofford. E. S. Allen, Charles Petty. a Ma 
Union County—Representatives, W. H. Wallace, G. D. P. Wiliam Jeffries. 
5 Williamsburgh County—Representatives, William Scott, J. F. Peterson, John 
vans, 8 
York County— Senator, Isaac T. Witherspoon; representatives, A. E. Hutchin- 
son, J. A. Deale, W. B. B B. H. 3233 
0.0.0 
Novem er, A. D. one 
of the United States. 
{ska} H. E. HA 


x 

Brid 
Oconee 

Johu S. Verner 


Treasurer, South 
pang nr N, 
WILLLAM STUNE, 
Att General, 

H. W. PURV 

Adjutant and Inspector - General. 

STATE or SOUTH GAROLINA, 
Office Secretary of State: 

I, H. E Hayne, secretary of state, do hereby certify that the is a true 
and correct extract from the certificate and — — of the of State 
canyassers. now on flo a this office. 

Given under my hand and tho seal of the State, at Columbia, this 24th day of 
November, A. D. 1876, and in the one hundred and first year of the Independence 
of the United States of America. 

H. E. HAYNE, 


[sear] 
Secretary of State, 


On the question as to whether the statement of county canvassers of Laurens 
County should be included in the statement and determination of tho board, the 
"Those, aire ih negati the adj t and inspectn ral, 

ose voting in the ve were utaut an r gene com 

tenilon penera ond State treasurer. Those voting in the eee. the * 
retary of state and attorney -· general. On the same question as to Edgefied County, 
the vote was as follows: those voting in the negative were the adjutant and in- 
spector ral, comptroller-general, attorney-general, and State treasurer. In the 
afirmative, the secretary of state. 

3 state submitted the following, and asked that it be entered in 

minutes; 

“I vote ‘yes’ on the question of aoe Edgefield and Laurens County in the 

certiticate and determination of the board, for the reason that the testimony before 


the board as to ties in the conduct of the election in those counties is 
entirely ex parte.” 
H. E. HAYNE, 
Secretary of State. 


On motion of the attorney. general, the board then adjourned sine die. 
Hour, twelve m. to one p. m., 22d. 
I certify that the fo is a true and oorrect copy of the minutes of the board 
of State canvassers for F, November 22. 
HENRY V. JOHNSON, 
Clerk of Board. 


It appears from the foregoing certificate of the determinations of the board of 
State canvassers that they found and certified as elected but one h and six- 
teen representatives out of the one hundred and twonty-four voted for at said 
election ; that they declined to ce: tify the election of any senators or representa- 
tives from the counties of Edgeticld and Laurens. 

In those counties it was alleged upon evidence submitted to the board that cer- 
tain unlawful inflaences and practices had ao far affected the election as to render 
it impossible for tho board to determine and declare who had been dul 


Edgefield County. 
It may be here stated that the leading evidences against the validity of the elec- 


tion in field County are : 

First. The immense dis] ion between the whole number of votes cast at this 
election, as compared wi © entire ulation of the county, as exhibited by 
the United States census of 1870 and the census of 1875. 


ing to the same census, a lat 
part of the new county of en. Deducting this the entire population, as 
above stated, we have left 34,758 as the population, in 1870, of territory now 
comprised in Edgefield County. A further dedaction should here be made for the 


VI——_12 


township of Shaw's Creek, fully one-third of which is in thecounty of Aiken, For 
this, however, we have made no deduction. 

According to the State census of 1875, the entire population of Edgefield County, 
as now constituted, is 35,039, 

The whole number of votes cast in this county at the late election. according to 
the returns before the board of State canvassers, was 9.374. Taking, then, either 
the United States census of 1870 or the State census of 1375 as giving the kpc eek 


tion of this county, the result is that at that election the votes cast considerably 
exceeded the ratio of one vote for*every four inhabitants. fact alone would 
throw a great discredit upon the accuracy of the returns. 

But, by the State census of 1875, the whole number of male persons over 21 years 
of age in the county of Edgefield ia only 7,122, showing an oxcess in tho total vote 
Sy at nhs ny according to the returns, of 2,252 over the entire possible vote 

e county. 

Second. 4 comparison of the vote of this county at previous elections will es- 
tablish the same result as above stated. 

In 1870 the entire vote of this county for governor was 8,251. In connection with 
the vote of this year, it should be remembered that General M. C. Butler was a 
candidate upon the democratic ticket for lieutenant-governor. It is fair to presume 
that owing to tho fact of his being a citizen of this county, and the acknowledged 
leader of the democratic party in that county, ho brought out the full democratic 
strength. Ia the vote of 1870, as given above, is included the tote of that portion 
of the county which has since been made a part of the county of Aiken. By refer- 
ence to the United States census of 1870 it will be found, as already that 
the entire population of the — now embraced in Aiken County was 7,728, 
which gives a voting population—reckoning by the same ratio as is established by 
a comparison of the entire population of the county with the whole number uf 
males over twenty-one years of ago—of, in round numbers, 1,500. Deducting this 
number from the entire votes, 8,251, we have 6,751 aa the vote for 1370 of what 
constitutes the present county of Edgefie?d. 

The aggregate vote of Edgefield County, as by the returns for this year, 
is 9,374, showing au excess over the unusually full vote of 1870 of no leas than 2,t23, 
or an excess over the vote of the entire county of Edgetield, before the present 
county of Aiken was established, of 1,123; or again, an excess in the voto of the 

resent year for the democratic candidates over the entire vote of the old county of 

lgefield for General M. C. Butler in 1870 of 2,545. 

In 1872, there being no democratic candidate for governor, it will be necessary 
to take the vote for State senator in that county as the standard of comparison. 
3 in the aggregate, was 5,374, or exactly 4,000 less than the reported votes 

s year. 

In 1874 the entire vote of the county was 6,298. By the United States census of 1870, 
the entire population of the territory embraced in the present county of eh ae 
was 34,758. Allow ing ono voter for five persons, the ratio established by the 
same census, there would have been in this county in 1874, a total voting population 
of 6,951, By the State census of 1875, the whole number of males over tweity-ono 
years of spein this county was 7,122. An examination of these figures will show 
that the above vote of 1874—6,298—is very nearly six-sevenths of tho entire number 
of persons over twenty-one years of age, ing to the United States census of 
1870, or the State census of 878. ‘Tbe statistics of popular elections in this ovnuty 
have established the fact that six-sevenths of the entire voting ion is the 
highest limit reached in any election, except in a few extreme and exceptional 
cases, which do not affect the general rale as here stated. 

The conclusion is that the vote in this county in 1874 was a full vote, un der all 
ordinary circumstances, and yet this os the reported vote of this county excesds 
the vote in 1874 by 3,076. Aud, in this counection it may be added that General M. 
W. Gary, democrat, who claims to have been elected Stato senator from this count, 
at the late eiection, has stated, in a public card, that about six hundred col 
voters (republicans) did not vote; which number, being added to the excess just 
named, would give an gato excess of 3,676 over the very full vote of 1874. 

Third. The evidence before the board of Stato canvassers also showed that this 
large excess of voters over the lawful vote of the county was due to the increaso 
exclusively of the democratic vote. For while the vote was at the recent election 
largely increased over the vote at any previous election, yet the republican voto 
was decrvased. This decrease in the republican vote was shown by the evidence 
before the State board of canvassers to be due, uot to a natural ci ced ated 
connections, but to the fact of an and systematic plan of intimidation 
and violence carried on throughout canvass, and reaching ita culmination on 
the day of the election. . 

The increase of the reported democratic vote of this year over the vote for Gen- 
eral M. C. Butler in 1870, before the county of Edgefield was divided, is 2,545, and 
an increase over the democratic vote in 1874 of 3,467. 

Fourth. The evidences before the board of canvassers also establish the fact that 
many of the election officers in feld Aeon were deterred by fear of ph 
ieal violence from discharging their duties g to their couvictions of jusi 
and right. This result was accomplished in various ways. Some of the 
were prevented by threats from assuming the duties of their offices at all ; 


this county. 
Laurens County. 

In Laurens County the conduct of the election in its leading features was not 
unlike that in Edgefield County, , This additional feature appeared, that the retarn 
of the beard of county canvassers was signed by but two of the three commission- 
ers composing the board, and one of the two signers signed the returns under pro- 
tes sizing his protest to the returs itself, and afterward filing his affidavit with 
the of State canvassers, in the following terms: 

That so universal was this system of intimidation that deponent, influenced by 
this knowledge and also by a observation of the ill way in which tho 
election was condu in some particulars, did not feel justified in subscribing to 
the returns of the election in his official capacity as commissioner, and peasy Sand 
sented to do so under protest, as said returns will show on its face, when he be- 
came satisfied that his life would be placed in jeopardy if he declined to so sub- 
V of which the foregoing state- 

nder these ciren: ces, and for these causes, of w. g 
ment is buta brief and imperfect summary, the board of State canvassera reached 
the conclasion that no d and lawfal election had taken place in the counties of 
Edgefield and Laurens, and according)y refused to declare any persons elected from 


counties. 
Proceedings in the supreme court. 


During the sittings of the board of State canvassers, yrocentings were instituted 
in the supreme court for the 2 of controlling the action of the board. It is 
possible that after the work of board was fully completed, the court could, as 
to some ofticers dec! elected, by some 8 of review, have inquired into the 
correctness of its action, but it was clearly yand its power to attempt to control 
its action in advance; and as to the declaration of tho election for members of the 
Legislature, the conrt could not have, either before or after the work of the board 
of cany_ssers was completed, any jurisdiction or right to interfere with, control, or 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


NOVEMBER. 26, 


modify that action. Dee ree 5 the anthorities are conclusive and abundant. 


Cushing, in his Law an ve Assemblies, page 52, section 141, in 
speaking of 
“It remains to be o! proceedin, 
from the necessity of the Longs th in the first instance, uncontrollable by aay other 
authority whatever, so that if on the one hand, notwi e n has 
been effected, the returning officers refuse or neglect to make proper return, 
the party thereby injared is without remedy or eee the Assembly to which 
he is chosen has examined his ease and adjudged him to be duly elect ; and, on 
the other hand. if the returning officers make a return when no election in fact 


returning officers, says 


taken p! or of one who is not eligible, the person returned will not only be enti- 
tled, bat it is his duty to assume and discharge the functions of a mem until 
his return and election be adju void.“ 


Re iw 5 Dorr game. Cher — Horan of Rhode Island, nsed the 
wi significant language charge ury : 
se a and juries, gentlemen, do not count votes to determine whether a con- 
been adopted or a governor € or not.” 

After laging u this popia; he continues : 

“And waxes f we did so, we should cease to bo a mere judicial and 
become a political tribunal, with the whole sovereignty in our hands. Neither the 

nor the re would be sovereign." 
is view of the want of jurisdiction in the supreme court is fully sustained by 
the decision of Judge Bond, of the United States circuit court, in deciding the 
habeas corpus case; and from that decision we quote as follows: 

The first question, then, to be decided at this time, and upon this motion, is 
whether or not the supreme court of the State of South Carolina had jurisdiction 
to hear and determine the matter before it. 

Article I, section 26, of the constitution of South Carolina A en ‘In the 
government of this Commonwealth the legislative, executivo, and judicial powers 
of the government shall be forever se te and distinct from each other, and no 
person or exercising the fune: s of one of said departments shall assume 
or discharge the duties of any other.’ 

“Section 4 of article IV of the same instrament defines the power of the supreme 
court thus: The supreme court shall bave appellate jurisdiction only in cases in 
chancery, and shall constitute a court for the correction of errors at law under such 
regulations as the General Assembly may by law ribe: Provided, The said 
court shall always have power to writs of injunction, mandamus, quo war- 
ranto, habeas corpus, and such other original and remedial writs as may be neces- 
aici fot give it a general su control over all other courts in this State.’ 

The powers of the board of State canvassers, so far us this case is concer ned, 
are defined by chapter 8, title 2, sections 24, 25, and 25, thus: 

“ ‘Sec. 24. The — when thus formed, shall, upon the certified copies of the 
statements 223 board of county canvassers, proceed to make a statement 
of the whole n of votes given at such election for the various officers, and 
for each of them voted for, distinguishing the several counties in which they wero 
given. They shall certify such statements to be correct, and subscribe the same 
with their proper names. y 

“Sre, . They shall make and subscribe on the proper statement a certificate 
of their determination, and shall deliver the same to the Secretary of state. 

“Sec. 26. Upon such statements thoy shall then proceed to determine and de- 
clare what persons have been, by the t number of votes, duly elected to 
such or either of them. They s have power, and it is made their duty, 
to decide all cases under protest or contest that may arise when the power to do so 
does not by the constitution reside in some other body.’ 

“ And the objection to the jurisdiction of the supreme court made by the peti- 
tionors is that they are a part of the executive depactmeut of the government, 
charged with the exeontion of alaw of the State, and that they alone are author- 
ized to canvass the votes, and that they are not subject in the exercise of their 
functions to the control of the judicial branch of the goverumont. 

The Supreme Court of the United States, in a very able opinion by Mr. Justice 
Miller, in the case of Gaines vs. Thompson, 7 Wallace, 317, has very clearly deter- 
mined what the law is on this subject, and that is, that ‘if it appese that the act 
which the court is asked to compel the officer of the Executive Department of the 
Government to do be purely ministerial, the court having jurisdiction to issue the 
writ of 8, sp eee the executive oficer to perform his duty; but, if 
tho act required to be done by the executive officer be not merely ministerial, but 
discretionary, or one about which ho is to exercise his judgment, a court cannot, 
by mandamus, act directly upon the officer, and guide and control his judgment or 
discretion in the matters committed to his care, in the ordinary exercise of official 
duty; and the court further says that the interference of the courts with the per- 
formance of the ordinary duties of the Executive Depurtments would be productive 


of nothing but mischief, and we are quite satisfied that such a power was never 
intended to be given them; and for this Mr. Jastice Miller quotes the opinion of 
Chief-Justice the case of the Commissioner of Patents rs. Whitely, 4 


in 
Wallace, 522; and law is stated to the same effect in a very celebrated case in 
Maryland, by Mr. Chief-Justice Bowie, Miles vs. Bradford, 22 Md. cw tay haa a 
case where powers of the governor to canvass the votes was not so broadly 
given asin the case at bar. 

“That the — 4 of this board of canvassers was not ministerial, but that they 
were clothed with a large discretion, seems to me is very plain. They were not 
merely to take the returns and A them. They were to canvass them. 
That is, they were to examine, to sift, to scrutinize them, which implies a power 
to reject such as were not lawful in their jadgment; and more, they were to decide 
all cases under protest or contest that Ley arise, when the power to do so did 
not, by the constitution, reside in some other body. i 

“They were tho executive oflicers, appointed to declare the election of such per- 
sons as had, in their judgment, the majority of the net vous cast. If they 
decided erroneously or falsely, the remedy of those candid who thought them- 
selves was by quo warranto; but no court had tho jurisdiction to compel 
the board of State canvassers todo otherwise than their own judgment dictated. 

“It remains now to be seen what the rt was asked to do by the relators. 
Their suggestion sets forth: That the is proceeding to hear and determine 
all matters of contest and protest before them in regard to the election of 
who were can at the eral election, and is proceeding to certify their de- 
termination on such coni and oe secretary of state, And they 
pray that a writ of mandamus may issae, commanding them to ascertain from ‘ the 
managers’ retarns and statements, forwarded to them by the boards of county 
canvassers, the persons who, at the poa 3 held on the said 7th day of 
November ultimo, had the highest numberof votes; and commanding them aud com- 

them to revoke and annul any determination or decision which they may 
ve made in any case of Nee if any such there be.“ 

Under the cases cited in the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
7 Wallace, 347, Gaines vs. Thompson, above referred to, I am of opinion that the 
e e court of din of South Carolina has no jurisdiction to entertain any 
such ‘s n'or tion. 

In the closing portion of his opinion Judge Bond says : 

“That the State board of canvassers were e the law, with discre- 
tionary powers, which required them to d te the votea, to determine and 
certify the candidates elected after scrutiny; and that they were a part of the 
executive l tof the government, and were in no wise subject to the con- 


de anten they should do, after they had commenced to perform that duty, to 
A partment.” 
The supreme court of South Carolina, before this contest arose, composed of the 


fix the fact of an election for State or county purposes, the ono acting as a prim 
and y- The hoard of county canvassers re pinta 


acted justly and 
properly, in view of the law and the facts, as to the election in Edgefi * 
rens Counties, But it is submitted that the validity of the organization of the 
(Mackey) house does not depend upon the absolute correctness or justice of tho 
action of the board of State canvassers, That hay completed its work, 
whether that work was just or not, it was final till rev: by the house when 
organized, and it only remained for the honse to organize and to act in view of their 
declaration, as ig was actually made. It then became the duty of those who were 
elected to the house to proceed to effect an organization in accordance with general 
parliamentary law, and the law and usage of the Stato. 


IIT.—Mode of organizing the hoe .- Statement of facts. 


The clerk of the last house of representatives, Mr. A. O. Jones, was charged with 
the duty of organ new house by preparing the official roll of membera- 
elect, and by calling the house to order and presiding during the election of a 
speaker. Mr. Jones placed a of the house the names only of the ono 
hundred and sixteen ng certificates of the secretary of state, based 
upon the decision of board of State canvassers, the election in Edgetich! and 
3 ve declared by the canvassers to be void, by reason of fraud 
and violence. 


At twelve o'clock m., of Tuesday, the 28th of November, 1876, the day fixed b, 
the constitution for the assembling of the Legislature, Mr, Jones proceeded wit 
the ion of the honse, having 3 given orders to the sergeant-at- 
arms to admit no persons to the floor of the house as members except those hold- 

the certificates of the secretary of state. 1t may be ment: here that in 
ing this latter order of the clerk, the se nt at-arms found himself con- 
fronted at the door of the house by the entire y of democratic members, headed 
by the — claiming to be elected from Edgetield and Laurens Counties. Hav- 
ing no force at hand suficient to guard against the entrance of these persons from 
gefield and Laurens, the sergeant-at-arms called upon the United States Army 
oflicer on duty in the e tH aid him against being overpowered while execut- 
ing the order of the clerk. The officer complied with the call and assisted the 
sergeant-at-arms in maintaining his position, The United States forces acted at 
this point simply as a support to the sergeant-at-arms, who was engaged in execut- 
1 5 lawful order of the clerk. 
pon tho refusal of tho sergeant-at-arms to admit the claiming to be 
elocted from Edgeficld urens, the entire body of democratic members re- 
tired from the State-house, notwithstanding all who held certiticates of tho secre- 
2 of ee were freely permitted, and even invited and urged, to enter the hall 
of ibo house. 

Attwelve m. the clerk proceeded to call the roll of the house, whereupon fifty nino 
answered to their names. The clerk then immediately announced that an eloc- 
tion for speaker was in order, and immediately called the roll upon this question, 
whereupon tifty-nine members voted, one democrat, Mr. W. H. Wallace, of Union, 
who had entered the hall r icant to the first call of the roll, being presuut, 
but not voting. The result of the vote wus declared by the clerk to bo that 
E. W. M. Mackey received 55 votes, and was therefore duly elected. Mr. Mackey. 
immediately appeared, took the oath of office, and assumed the duties of speaker. 
After the election of a clerk, a message was sent to tho senate, egies that 
body of the organization of the house, and immediately thereafter received a 
similar message from the senate, announcing the organization of that body. A 
joint committee of the two houses was thereupon appointed and waited upon the 
governor, and informed him that the two houses wero duly organized aud were 
ready to reecive any communications which he might bo pleased to make. After 
transacting other the house and senate adjourned until twelve o'clock, the 
next day. During the second day's session the cummittee on privileges and elec- 
tions re upon the contest for seats from Barnwell county, and their report 
reaver | the republicaa contestants was adopted, and tour of the persons d 
S AA A all Sentient Tea nomen NAIA SAVAA MILIA erat 

uently a an è house A; urne until twelve m., 

— fi Prie 30th of ovember, the senate adjourning until 12 m. of Friday, the 


Ist of December. 
Legality of such organization. 

In the well-known case of Kerr vs. Trego, 47 Pa. S. R. 202, cited in Brightloy’s 
Leading Cases on Elections, (p. 632,) Chief-Jastice Lowrie, of the Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania, laid down the following principle: 

“On the division of a body that ought to be a unit, the test of which represents 
the legitimate social succession is, which of them has maintained the regular 
forms of organization, according to the law and usa; of the body, or, in the 
absence of these, according to the laws, customs, au of si bodies in 
m. This is the uniform rule in such cases.” 
ys, (p. 633 :) 
tion of the common usage of every A amg i body into which only 
a portion of new members is annually elected; it is the periodical form of reor- 


has exp 

as the organs of reorganizing the 

cessors are chosen and qualified. Our State and Fe.leral Houses of 

are illustration pense of this, mode 
municipal bodies that all 


as founded on special and usages or on positive Whenever 
this form is adhered to, a schism of the body becomes impossible, though the 
process of the organization may be very tardy. 1 5 7 


It is objected that a rule that attributes so much power to the officers of the pro- 
vious year gives them an ad vantage which they may use artutrarily and fraudulently 
inst the new members, so as to secure to the: vesau illegitimate majority. No 
doubt this may be so, but no law can against such frands so as to entirely 
prevent them, Jon as it cannot entirely provent stealing and perjury and bribery ; 
the peuple are liable to such frauds at 9 in the process of an election or 
organization. But so much the more need orler anal law iu this part of the proc- 
ess: the law can dictate that, though it cannot furnish honesty and sound judgment 
to the actors in it. That the law and order which we have announced have existed 
so long und so gonerally, is proof, at least, that they are better than uo law at all.“ 


1877. 
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In Wilson's Digest of Parliamentary Law, section 1603, 


221, this author says: 
the C 


of the Honse opens the 
in Congress, 


in the organization of legislative bodies, 

and such custom not only prevails in this State, but is specially established by the 
rules of the house of representatives of this State. 

Role £0 of the rules of the house of representatives of this State is as follows: 

In all cases not determined by theso rules, or by the laws, or by the cons: itution 
of this State, as ratified on the 14th, 15th, and 16th days of April, 1868, this house 
shall conform to the jamentary law which governs the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States Congress.” 

Rule 81 is as follows: 3 

* These rules shall be the rules of the house of tativcs of the present and 
succeeding Generel Assemblies until otherwise b3 

Turning now to Barclay’s Digest, pages 44 et seg., and 126, we find that 34 
liamentary law governing the House of tatives of the United States Con- 
8 uires the Clerk of the last Houso to make np the roll of the members of 

o new 


parliamen 
Carolina, but also the general parliamentary law governing legislative bodies, the 
the 


Ithas already been stated that the board of State canvassers determined that no 
valid election had taken place in the counties of Edgefield and Laurens, and refused 
to issue certificates of election to any person in those counties. 

Upon the question of the right of claimants from these counties to be placed 
upon the roll, and to participate in the organization, the following citation from 
sae by Law and Practice of Legislative Assemblies, (section 229, page 87, is in 

nt: 

975 Tho right to assume the functions of a member, in the first instance, and to 
participate in the 2 proceedings and organization, depends wholly aud 
exclusively upon the return or certificate of election; those persons who have been 
declared elected and are duly returned being considered as members, until their 
clection is investigated and set aside, and those who are not so returned being ex- 
cluded from exercising the functions of members, even though duly elected, until 
their election is inv: and their t admitted.” 

To the same effect is section 141, page 52, of the same work. 

In 22 238, page 91, oe 8 — discussing the Tenis 5 of — 
mentary law governin assembling an — ativo 
Cushing says: Henes it has oceurred more than once that s les for politi 
power have begun among the members of our lative assemblies, even before 
their organization; and it has happened, on tho one hand, that persons whose 
rights of membership were in dispute, and whe had not the legal and regular evi- 


dence of election, have taken —_ themselves the functions of members; and on 
the other, that persons having the legal evidence of membership have been ex- 
cluded from participating in the proceed és 
In order to avoid such difficulties this distingaished writer lays down the fol- 
lowing principles in section 240, which aro a; to the question now under 
that BoP ho is not daly returned is ber, even though legall 
tre t no person who n uly retu a member, even ugh le 
elected, until his election is establis y 
“That those members who are duly retu: and they alone, (the members 
whose rights are to be determined being excluded,) constitate a judicial tribunal, 
for the decision of all questions of this nature.” ; 
j 3 — = ‘Trejo, (Brightley's Election Cases, page 636,) already cited, the chief- 
ustice 
In all bodies that are under law, the law is that where there has been an author- 
ized election for the oftice in controversy the certificates of election, which is sanc- 
tioned by law or usage is the prima facie written title to the office, and can be set 
aside only by a contest iu the form by law ; this is not now disputed. 
No doubt this gives great power to dishonest election officers, but we know no 
remedy for this, but by the choice of honest men.” 
It is proper n this connection, to again refer to the language already quoted 
from the same au ty, (pene 633:) 
It is objected that a rule that attributes so much power to the officers of the 
2 year gives them an advantage which they may use arbitrarily and fraudu- 
leutly gn En the new members so as to secure to themselves an illegitimate ma- 
jority. No doubt this may be so; but no law can guard against such frauds so as 
to entirely prevent them, just as it cannot entirely prevent stealingand perjury and 
bribery; the people are liable to such frauds at every step in the of an 
election or organization. But so much the more need for order and law in this part 
of the process the law can dictate that though it cannot furnish honesty and sognd 
garen; to the actors in it. That the law and order which we have annou 
ete pe so long and so generally, is proof, at least, that they are better 
no law a B . 
Applying the law, as now stated, to the facts in the User instance, it ifelear, 
ret, that there were no representatives from E:lgeficld aud Laurens Counties 
aving certificates of election, according to the law aud usage of this State, and, 
second, that, under the law, without such certificates, the clerk had no right to 
piaca the names of any persons upon the roll of tho house of representatives 
1e rpari parties did the ti f the organization of th 
tis true in appear at the time of t on of the 
house claiming to represent these two counties and ting certain certificates 
which certificates they claimed 
and that they should be admitted 


These certificates the clerk of 
as certificates of election sanctioned 


h to be issued by the court 
itself. On the contrary, when asked to do so, the court distinctly ref: grant 
snch certificates, but remarked that the parties in interest before the court could 
obtain transcripts of the record of the court from the clerk. In the proceedin 
of the court, as reported at the time in the leading democratic journals of 
State, and andisputed up to the present time, the following appears : 

„Mr. Youmans then submitted an order that the clerk of court issue certificates 
to the persons who had received the highest number of votes for members of the 
General Assembly for the counties of feld and Lau 
cates stand in licu of those which should have been issued by the board.” 


such an order. If our opinion has not weight enough to bo respected in the orga- 
nization of the houses, putting it on pa eat not add to it.'" (Charleston 
News and Courier, November 27, 1876 ; Columbia Register, November 26, 1876) 
But admitting the court itself had undertaken to issuc c rtificates of cloc- 
tion to persons from Edgefield and Laurens Counties, such certificates would bo 
clearly of no value as certificates of election, entitling the holders to be rezardod 


as representatives of those counties, nor could they be re; h pri: 
„F holders to be p upon the roll of the 
The tion assumed and maintained by the republican members of tho house 


posi 
before and during this entire contest was: 

First. That no persons, except those declared elected and duly returned by the 
board of State canvassers and holding certificates of the secretary of state, were 
entitled by law or usage to be placed upon the roll. (Cushing, sections 229 and 210.) 

Second. That the organization of the House must be effected by those persons 
only whose election had thus been dec by the board of State canvassers and 
certified by the secretary of state, in accordance with the law of tho State. 

Third. That all other ms claiming to be entitled to seats in the house as 
representatives must submit their claims to the house after its organization by 
the members whose seats were undisputed. (Cushing, sections 229 and 240.) 

In these just and reasonable demands the democratic members-elect of the house 
of representatives refused to acquicsce, although in the organ of the senate 
the course which the republicans had laid down was not only followed, but acqui- 
esced in by all the democratic senators without protest or debate, 


Legislative quorum. 
the course to be pursued in organizing the house and 
clerk to exclade all but, members role the 


2 the house of representatives and discharging the functions 
arnt vo bod, — z = 


Byt o action of %%% A—A—AA bo thi A elie. 
field and Laurens, but one hundred and sixteen ms wero returned as duly 
the question now arises, what 
number of theso one hundred and sixteen members were necessary to form a quo- 
rum for the purpose of perfecting a valid organization 1 

By section 4, article 
house of represen’ 


be 
pod the sawo article, it is farther provided 
that “a majority of each house constitute a i Cres ap to do büsiness.“ 


islati 
“A 8 of each (house) shall constitute a quorum to do business Constitution 


Uni 
bers of which the two ses of Congress may consist is not as precisely fixed as 
at 


8 number of whio 
ven time is y as certain as though it was an unalterable num ber, the 


committees are 


„and is no 
„seventh Con- 


Tho 

ber of members provided tor DE tho Constitution or a ty of 
in the Senate of the United States on the Lith uf 

April, 1862; and after a discussion, which was prolonged for several sessions, it 
was finally decided on May 4, 1864, by a voto of 26 yeas to Il nays, that “a quo- 
rum of the Senate consists of a majority of the Senators d 3 Amon 
those voting for this decision we the names of eminent men of both polita 

suc! Johnson, Lyman Trumbull, Charles Sumner, Henry Wil- 
son, W. P. Fessenden, amin Wade, and others. 

Precedents to the coutrary may be found in tho earlier decisions in Congresa 
and among the earlier writers, but they bave been overrulod by these later deci- 
sions, in wbich all recent writers concur. For instance, Professor Farrar, in his 
Mannal of the Constitation of the United States, pago 166, says, in relation to the 
constitutional provision in regard to aqu that “this has been held to be a 
majority of the members actually sworn in and entitled to seats at the time, aud 
not a majority of a fall delegation from all tho States.” 

This question of a constitutional quorum has also been decided by the legit 

to vo 


ture of iana. Certain members of tho Legislatare resigned, in order 
the without a quorum, the constitution of Indiana providing that two- 
thirds of the members constitute a quorum. The Logislature, in consequence 


he „ 
of the withdrawal of these members, adjournod without passing the regular appro» 
priation bills, and the governor ordei new elections fill the vacancies and 
again convened the re. The appropriation bills were when 
certain members, in or to defeat a vote upon the ratification of the fifteenth 
amendment, withdrew in, as on the former occasion. The Le re there- 
upon decided that two-thirds of the actual membership constituted a quorum, and 
proceeded to ratify the amendment. This action was certitied in forwarding the 
vote of the Legislature on the ratification of the amendment. No question was 
raised in regard to it by Congress, and the vote of Indiana, as thus cast, was 
— — and counted. : 
m 


upon this basis is constitntional and valid. 
It is objected to this view presented of a l vo the consti- 
tution that if less than a 
it would Rane passiin n the power of but a very fow members to 
the house. your committee admi; 


quorum under 


government, 
permanent standstill antil 
souably supposed to be wi 


A eha ag torn 
nex e 
wle the scope or intent of the coustitution, 
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NOVEMBER 26, 


0 ization of the Senate of South Caroli 

No question is made now, nor has any heretofore been made, as to the organization 
of the senate in accordance with the constitution and laws of South Carolina. It 
met on the same day and hour as the house of . to wit, Tuesday. 
November 28, 1876, at twelve o’clock m. Both political parties were present and 
assisted in the organization. Thirty members were t. The persons claim- 
ing to be elected from the counties of Edgetield and Laurens. (M. W. Gary aud 
R. P. Todd,) but who did not hold certificates of election from the board of State 
canvassers, (though they had certified copies of the records of the supreme court 
in the case there made against the board of State canvassers,) were present in the 
senate chamber, but were not permitted to be sworn or to take part in the organi- 
zation of the senate. 

Tho senate held precisely as did the house, that those only hol ling certificates 
of election from the of State canvassers had prima facie right to seats and 
were entitled to be sworn and participate in the o i of that body. 

The senate having been duly organized by the election of a prosideny pre tempore, 
a clerk, a reading clerk, sergeant-at-arms, &c., notitied the house of representa- 
tives thereof, appointed a committee, to act with a similar committee on the 
pes of the house, to wait on his excellency the governor, and inform him that the 

yeneral ey was and ready to receive any communication he might 
leased to make. 


message was received from the house of representatives, informing tho senate 
that it had met; that a quorum 8 that it was duly organized and ready 
to proceed to business ; Hon. E. „XI. Mackey had been elected speaker, and 
A. O. Jones, eaq., had elected clerk. 

Also, a further message from the house of representatives was received, inform- 
ing the senate that the house had appointeda committee, to join a committee on the 
px of the senate, to wait on his excellency the governor, and inform him that the 

eneral Assembly had met, was organi and ready to receive any communica- 
tion he might be pleased to make. 

This joint committee of the senate and honse of tatives, soon after the 
appointment, waited on the governor and informed him of the organization of the 
two houses, and their readiness to reccive any communication he might be pleased 
to make, and reported the same to their respective houses. 

The governor informed the committee that he would communicate with the two 
houses at an early day. 

On Wednesday, November 29, 1876. in tho house of tatives, Mr. Thomas, 
from the committeo on privil and elections, submi the following: 

“The committee ha ng h the case of contest from Barnwell County before 
them, Frederick Nix, jr., Scipio Bennett, Silas Cave, A. S. Jackson, William Brab- 
bam, who claim to be lawfully elected members of house of representatives of 
South Carolina from the county of Barnwell, and upon the evidence submitted to 
your committee we find that the said Frederick Nix, jr., Scipio Bennett, Silas 


Cave, A. S. Jackson, William Brabham are the legally elected members from said 
county of Barnwell and entitled to seats in the house of representatives as mem- 
bers thereof.” 

This report 


was adopted by the house by a vote of 44 yeas to 15 nays. 
The — thus admitted from Barnwell County subsequently appeared aud 
wero sworn in. 


8 be jay; December 1, 1876, the house of representatives adopted the following 
resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the committee on privileges and elections be, and they sre 
hereby, instructed that in all contested cases of election reforred to them for in- 
vestigation they shall make a full re to this hanse, giving a synopsis of such 
evidence as has been brought before thom; and that the said committee give notice 
to all parties concerned in said contest, and grant such reasonable time for the ob- 
taining of evidence as in the judgment of the committee will not defeat the ends of 
justice: Provided, That after notice has been given, should either party to the con- 
test refuse to appear or submit necessary evidence, the committee shall forthwith 

d to hear and determine the case.” 

On Saturday, December 2, 1874, Mr Thomas, from the committee on privileges 
and elections, submitted the following report and resolution, which were adopted: 

“The committee on privileges and elections beg leave to report that they have 
considered the elections held on the 7th of Novemher, 1876, in the counties of 
Edgefield and so aa and do now report that in their opinion no legal and valid 
election was held in said counties on said day. 

“That as to Edgefield County the violence was so great and the see aby. arta 
between the votin, lation of said county and the vote reported by returns 
to be cast at said election is so great as to leave no doubt in the minds of your com- 
mittee that no valid election has taken place. 

“That as to Laurens County your committee find that no lawful returns of the 
election in said county have been made, the returns of the commissioners of elec- 
tion of said county being signed by only two of said commissioners, and one of 
those two doing so under protest on account of fear of bodily injury or death ; in 
addition to which fact your 9 find that the election in said county was 


attended by great iis and suflicient of themselves to have destroyed 
the validity of the election. 

; 78 committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
ution: : 


Hemp- 
contesteus, of the 


roper notice for a rance on the part 
fio tan that the aforesaid W. II. Heard. 


Sonth Carolina, that, having served 
refusing to appear and answer in the said matter, that, upon the evidence sub- 
mitted, the committee is of the unanimous ion that the aforesaid G. H. Hol- 
land, L. W. James, Fred. A. Palmer, and P. W. Jefferson are legally elected mem- 
bers of the houso of representatives, and legally entitled to their seats therein.” 
Messrs. F. A. Palmer, P. W. Jefferson, G. H. Holland, and L. W. James, being 
in attendance, appeared at the clerk's desk. were duly sworn, and took their seats. 
On Tuesday, December 5, 1876, at one o'clock p. m., pursuant to a joint resolu- 
tion Provins y adopted, the senate and house of representatives met in joint con- 
vention in the hall of the house of representatives for the of canvassin, 
tho returns of the late election for governor and lieutenant-governor, iu hoota. 
_ancê with section 4, article 3, of the constitution of this State. The retarns were 


opened and read by the speaker of the house, and when the counties of Edgetield 


and Laurens were reached, objections being made to the returns from those coun- 
ties, in accordance with the rules previously adopted, the senate withdrew, and 
the two houses acting separately decided not to count the votes allezed to have 
been cast in the counties of pats ower pen Laurens. The canvass of the retarns 
was then completed and the ng result was announced: 
For governor. ' 
DF. Chamberiain received 20s. . STT 
received 3 


Wade Hampton 

For lieutenant-governor. 
R. H. Gleaves received — — 3 Ot O00 
W. D. Simpson received ..... 8 3 O T SYR 88 82.521 

The speaker then declared that Hon. D. H. Chamberlain and Hon. Richard II. 
Gleaves were duly elected, respectively, governor and licutenant-governor of the 
State of South Carolina for the ensuing two years. The joint convention was then 
dissolved and the senate retired. 

On the 7th December, 1876, at one o'clock p. m., the —_— and house of repre- 
sentatives met in joint assembly, pursuant to resolution adopted by both houses, 
for the inan, tion of the t. The constitutional oath of office was then 
administered to Hon. D. H. Chamberlain, eee who thereupon delivered 
his address, after which the joint assembly was dissolved and the senate 
retu to its chamber, where the oath of office was adm to Hon. R. II. 
Gleaves, the licutenant-governor-elect, thereby perfecting the organization of the 
seh rent ghar’ the State in accordance with the will of the people, as expressed by 

heir legal votes at the general election on the 7th November, 1876. 


Election of United States Senator for the term of six years, commencing March 4, 1877. 
On Tuesday the 12th day of December, 1876, at twelve o’clock m., the house of 
representatives, of which Hon. E. W. M. Mackey was speaker, in accordance with 
the statute of the United States, a to vote for the election of a person to 
resent the State of South Carolina in the Senate of tho United States. 
5 the first vote there was no choice ; but the second vote showed the follow- 
ing result, viz. : 
hose who voted for Hon. D. T. Corbin are: 

Mr. Speaker, and Messrs. Wideman, White, Porter, Heard, Pope, Holland, James, 
Jefferson, Jackson, Nix, Bennett, Cave, Brabham, Gantt. Robinson, Reed, Miller, 
Brodic, Smalls, Simmons, Glover, Edwards, Prioleau, Capers, Ford, Bryan, Tingman, 
A. Smith, Lee, Coleman, Al r, Milton, Boston, Humbert, Keith, Wines, J. A. 
Smith, Green, Kinloch, Gaither, Hough, Dibble, Keitt, Thomas, Morgan, Cald we:l, 
Curtis, Minort, Wells, R. J. 5 Johnston, Feriter, Andrews, Scott, 
Peterson, and Evans—53. i 

Those who voted for Hon. C. C. Bowen are: 

* F. A. Palmer, Vanderpool, Lesesne, Lazarus, S. C. Brown, and Pinck- 
ney. 

Those who voted for Hon. R. B. Elliott are: 

Messrs. Martin, Bird, Straker, and Forest—4. 

Whole namber of votes given 
Necessary to a choco 


kor announced tha: 
sentatives, and the proceedings 
m.. and the result declared. (Bone ourna, pagat 45 and 46.) k 

mber, 1276, at twelve o'clock m., 


in the — the United States for the term of six years, 9 March 4, 


wit: 

Those who voted for Hon. D. T. Corbin are: 

Messrs. Bird, Carter, Clinton, Cochran, Corwin, Duncan, Gaillard, Green, Jobn- 
ston, Myers, Nash, Swails, Taft, Walker, Warley, B. H. Williams, and Whitte- 


more—17. 

Those who voted for Hon. M. W. Gary are : 

Messrs. Bowen, Back, Butler, Cauno , Crittenden, Evans, Hower, Jeter, Living- 
ston, Meetze, J. M. Williams, and Witherspoon—12. 

Whole number of senators voting —— — see 
Necessary to a choc(oo·—᷑ͤ——ꝛ᷑ er ee ewer cece nee senerencseeeren pence IS 

The president declared that Hon. D. T. Corbin had received a majority of the 
whole number of votes given in the senate. 

Ordered, That it be entered on the Journal. (Journal of senate, pago 64.) 

Declaration of the result of the election. 

On Wednesday, December 13, 1876, the senate proceeded to the hall of the house 
of representatives to unite with that body in joint — to hear read the 
journals of proceedings of the senate and house of representatives relative to the 
election of United States Senator. 

Joint assembly. 
The two houses having met in joint assembly, it was called to order by Hon. R 


H. Gleav resident of the senate, 
The p ent announced that, pursuant to act of Congress, the two houses had 
now met in joint assembly for the purpose of hearing read so much of the journals 


of both houses as relates to the votes given in each house for a person to represent 
the State of South Carolina in the Senate 


of the United States for the term of six 
1 5 commencing March 4. 1877. 
© 


clerk of the senate read from the senate journal of Tuesday, December 1 
—— was much of the proceedings of the senate as related to the election of Uni 
tates Senator. > 

The clerk of the house of resentatives read from the journal of Tuesday, 

ber 12, 1876, so much of the proceedings of the house of representatives as 
to the election of United States Senator. 

The president then declared Hon. D. T. Corbin, hp rnahi received a oo aye of 
the whole number of votes given in each houso of the Assem y al 
elected Senator to represent the State of South Carolina in the Senate of the Unit 
States for the term of six years, commen March 4, 1577. (Journal of senate, 
page 69; Journal of house of representatives, Page 49.) 

‘The senate of the State of South Carolina continued in session from the 28th day 
of November, 1876, to the 22d day of December, 1876, and throughout the whole 
session recognized as the house of representatives of the State of South Carolina 
the body of representatives organized in the hall of tho house of representatives, 
in the State-house, on the 28th day of November, 1876, and of which body Hon. E. 
W. M. Mackey was speaker; and at no time during said session did senate in 
ey. * any other body as the house of representatives of South 

Sarolina. 

The General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, composed of said senate 
8 of representatives, by joint resolution, adjourned sine die on December 
Action of the seceding members of the house ee and the organization of 
the pretended house of representatives, known as the Wallace house. 

After the withdrawal of the fifty-seven democratic members of the house of 
representatives from the house of representatives, as heretofore stated, they, in 
conjunction with the eight pretended members from the counties of Edgefield and 
Laurens, who had no certificates of election from the board of State canvassers, 


roceeded to Carolina Hall, in the city of Columbia, and eng et ga veges pay 

0 A comping and one of their number, W. II. Wallace, speaker, 
and John T. Sloan, clork. (Pages 1, 2, 3, journal of that body.) 
zation of this body, it was assumed that the fifty-seven members, 
with certificates of election, and the inp ape aor claiming seats from Edgefield 
and Laurens, but who had no certificates of election, constituted a quorum of the 
house of 5 and the samo was competent to do business. 

On the 4th of December, 1876, Thomas Hamilton and N. B. Meyers, members- 
elect from the county of Beaufort, joined the Wallace leaving the Macko 
bouse which they had assisted to organize, and with which they acted 

t time. ; 

About the same time J. II. r eee from Samter County, who 
had assisted in the organization of the key house, the Wallace house. 

Ou the 5th of December, 1876. Daniel Bird* and John Gibson. members-clect from 
Fairtield County, who had assisted in the organization of the Mackey house, and 
acted with that body up to that time. ed the Wallace house. 

On the 6th day of December, S. S. Bridges, member-clect from Newberry County. 
and who had there! assisted in the organization of the Mackey house and acted 
03 ec el Wallace hi though the eight persons f: 

n e ouse, e eight rom 
tho counties of Edgefield and Laurens, claiming seats, had assisted to organize the 
house and since acted with 1 95. — the following resolution : ` 

i © members from Edgefield and Laurens Counties be 
referred to the committee on privileges and elections, to investigate and report 
as to the right of said members to bold seats on this floor.” 

On December 7, 1876, the committee on privileges and elections made a report 
on the resolution of * to the right of the members from the counties of 
Edxetield and Laurens to hold their seats on the floor of this house, and reported 
the following resolution : 

“That Messrs. H. A. Shaw, W. 8. Allen. J. C. Shep T. E. Jennings, and 
James Callison were, on tho Tth day of November, A. D. 1576, duly elected mem- 
bers of the house of representatives of South Carolina from the county of Edgeficld, 
and as suchare entitled to seats which they now occupy as mem of this house.” 

This resolution was im: ly con: and gvir 

Tho same committee then reported as to the right of the members from Laurens 
to hold their — and reported the following resolution : 

That Messrs. J. B. Humbert, J. Washin Watts, and D. W. Anderson were, 
on the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, duly elected members of the honse of rep- 
resentatives of South Carolina from the county of Laurens, and as such are enti- 
tlod to seats which they now sry t as mom bers in this house."t 

This resolution was considered immediately and adopted. (Journal of said house 
of December 7, HUG, pater asat 

On this day the lace house passed resolutions recognizing and confirming the 
clections of William H. Wallace as s of the house of representatives of the 
State of South Carolina, of John L. 8 sr., as clerk, John D. Brown as sergeant- 
at-arms, and W. B. Williams, reading clerk. (Journal of said house, pages 3 and 4.) 


Election of General M. C. Butler. 
On the 12th of December, 1876, the Wallace house proceeded to vote for a United 
States Senator to fill the office for six years from the 4th of March following. 
One ballot was taken, which resulted in no choice.—Journal of that date, pages 
2 


and 3. 

On the 13th of December, 1876, the Wallace house voted again for United States 
Sonator, having sixty-eight members present, and seven members of the Senate 
present. The speaker declared there was no choice, 

On the 14th of December, 1876, the Wallace honso again voted for United States 
Seuator, having sixty-seven of its members present and five Senators. The speaker 
declared that, a majority of the joint assembly not having voted, there was no 
election, 

On the 15th of December, 1876, the Wallace house again voted for United States 
Senator, with a similar result as on the 14th of December, 1878. 

On the 16th of December, 1876, the Wallace house again voted for United States 
Senator, with a similar result as on the 15th. No senator present. 

On Monday, the 18th of December, 1876, the Wallace house again proceeded to 
vote for United States Senator, with a similar result as on the 16th. No senator 


being t. 
On . December 19th, 1876, the Wallace house again proceeded to vote for 
United States Senator, with the following result: 3 


Total number of senators voting 33 e 3 
Total number of the house voting .......... —— — — . 68 
e r iusu ical UI pases ap 

Necessary to a choice, 40. 

M. C. Butler, esq., received votes r ̃ 1 v 
M. W. Gary, esq., received votes 
J. B. Campbell, esq., received votes.. 
Robert Smalls, esq., received votes. 
J. B. Kershaw, esq., received votes 
Total ..... r * 

And the speaker announced “that M. C. Batler having rece ved 65 votes, 
which is a majority; is elected Senator to represent thy State ef South Car Mus in 
the United States ate for six years commencing the 4th day of March, 1877."— 
Joutnat of December 19, 8 and 3 

Remark.—Among the mem who vuted for Mr. Butler were the ed 
memb:rs from Edgefield Callison, Jennings, 


County, nam ty, Allen, sheppard, 
and Shaw. and alo the pretended members from Law 
bert Watts, and Anderson. 

Of the sesute there were present but eleven members. six less thn a quorum 
of that body, nine of whum voted for Mr. Butler. (See jouinal, Wallace hoase, of 
December 19 1875. 

The senate, as soch, as before stat d. never recognized the Wallace house, never 
ey from it any communications or sent any to it, or went into joint session 
w t. 

Declaration of the election of Wade Hampton, governor of South Carolina. 
: — Wallace house, on Tuesday, December 14, 1376, adopted the following reso- 
ution: . 

“ Whereas tho secretary of state has failed and refused to deliver to tha speaker 
of this houre the origina rot rus of the election he d on the 7th day of November 
Jast for governor and licatenant-governor as requi by the constitution of this 
State: Therefore, 

“De it resolved That the speaker bo directed to publish secondary evidence of tho 
result ef the election for governor and licatenaut-governor held on tue 7th day of 
November last.“ ? 

* Bird subsequently returned and acted with the Mackey house; voted for United 
States Senator there. (Journal. page 46.) : 

tThis action shows that the Wallace honse doubted its right to accept and swear 
in the persons claiming seats from Edgtield and Laurens counties, who held no cer- 
Sf Teor agate showing: Oy tole potion, that Une geovioyd drgaaiantidis Waki acta We 

?Thas ng, by this action, t P ous and acts 
tho house were considered 1 invalid. 


rens County, namely, Hum- 
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the adoption of thix resolution the speaker announced that the 


Immediately upon 
order for this hour (two p. m.) had arrived, to wit, “to o and publish 


ial 
the election returns for governor and lieutenant-govcrnor of South C 
the speaker opened and publiehed the Galloping ovidanen to wit: ener 
“A tabular statement of the votes of the several counties for governor and 


when 


lieutenant-governor, as sworn to by Mr. John Scoffin.” 
The footings-up of this tabular statement, which included the vote of Edgefield 
and Laurens Counties, showed to stand— 


the vote 


Majority for Simpson PEE 
The Speaker submitted, also, the follo 
Vote for governor—election of 1874. 
ooo ei 80, 403 
POR DI GROG ͥ . Fr Jace 688, 818 
Vote for governor election of 1876. 
Wade Hampton FAESA 56 y SA ana PENES PE, eons 92,261 
D. H Cham JT 91, 127 


OFFICE or SECRETARY OF STATE. 


I. H. E. Hayne, sec of state, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true 
and correct statement of the vote for governor at the general clections of 1874 and 
ey as appears by the comm "a returns, now on tile in this office. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Stato, at Columbia, this 9th day of 
December, 1876, and in the one hundred and rst year of American eG SEES 

[SEAL] H. E. — 


W ge the speaker announced that Wade Hampton, esq., had received a 
majority of the votes of the people of South Carolina for governor, and W. D. 
Sim esq., had received a majority of the votes of the le of South Carolina 
a k jeutenant-governor, (Journal of Wallace house, December 14, 1876; pages 3, 
5 after this announcement Wade Hampton and W. D. Simpson appeared, 
and in the presence of the Wallace house were sworn in as governar and livuten 

ant- eeno by T. J. Mackey, 9 n “ay 

an inaugural address. (Jo allace house, page 

Remarks: It will be noticed— 

1. That the senate of the State of South Carolina was not present at any time 
with the Wallace house during the pretended opening and publishing of the elec- 
tion returns for governor. ~ 

5 = here was no pretense tffat the proper election returns were openod and 

yi — 
gx That the whole proceeding from beginning to end was in utter contempt and 
disregard of the provisions of the constitution hereinbefore recited, and was void. 

(Seo report of Messrs. Lawrence, BAxKs, and Laruam, of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, on the recent election in South Carolina, page 65.) 

The reference is as follows: 

It is sufficiently shown that D. H. Chamber! the republican candidate for 
governor, was elected over Wade Hampton, the democratic candidate, and the 
republicans had a majority for all the candidates for State officers aud for members 
of each branch of the lature. z 

»The Legislature was duly organized, the returns of the election for governor 
wero duly ‘returned to the speaker of the house of ragamu kpag a as tho 
constitution uires, did ‘open and publish them in the presence of both houses.“ 

Perlaln was declared elected and duly inaugurated. The two houses 
occupied the proper legislative halls in the cay 

It was never pretended that any organized tenate existed which did or could 
hear any retnrns published for Hampton. The fragmentary house which professed 
to declare him elected never had the election returns. It met in DA pepe 
and had no more authority than a town meeting, because there could be but one 
legal house, Baut, notwiths this, a fragment of the members of tho house 


The two legal, constitutional, and ye organized houses of the General 
Assembly elected in proper form Hon. D. T. Corbin, a De of high character, 
integrity, and talents, as United States Senator, and he been duly commissioned , 
assuch. The General Assembly has adjourn Governor Chamberlain, oy in- 
augurated and installed in oflice, is acting as governor, has the great seal of the 
State, and occupies the execntive office in the capitol, while Wade Hampton is as- 
suming also to actas such. In various forms the right of the rival claimants to act 
is before the courts. One of the cirouit courts has decided that Chamberlain is in 


fact 
(See dix to evidence, part 1.) 
that it cannot be 


vised Statutes of 1073, PEST section 36: Chase's Decisions, 
s y 


Th N. II., 115; Ball 24 Ills., 184 taylor 2. riß 2 
vs. Thompson, 19 N. II., ; ou vs. 28, , 184; Taylor ve. nner, 
S Ce eg, Stato vs. Bloom, 17 Wis., 54; 88 of tho electoral commission, 


under the act of Congress of January D, 1877, also prove it. 


* * 
* 

“Tt is well settled in all the authorities on evidence that it is the eg Me the 
courts and they are bound pd preg rend know the officers of the State. y are 
bound to know the great seal of the State. It requires no proof. There can be but 
one seal. Whoever, under color of ri occupies the executive office, acts as pr 
ernor, and anthenticates his acts with the 2 seal, is, in law, governor. There 
would be no order or if every pretender could assert a right to office collat- 
erally in proceedings in court. Law and alte poner forbid it. 

“The courts cannot inquire whether tho regularly-actiug houses of the General 
Assembly are lawfully organized. They have so decided themselves and that do- 
cision is final. This is a political —.— with which courts cannot interfere, 
Courts only havo judicial power. The power to the organization of the 
General Assembly is political. Courts can neither make nor unmake Legislatures. 
(Paschal, Annotated C. tution, 189-194, 2 195-199 ; Scott vs. Jones, 5 How- 
ard, 374; Luther vs, Borden, 7 Howard, 57; ippi ve. Johnen A Wallace, 

is made 
qualifications of its own mem» 


500) ‘The constitution of the State settles this question, By it each 
tho exclusive ‘judge of the eloction returns and 
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This is certain from another consideration: 

It rests with Congress to decide what is the established government in a State. 
(7 Howard, 57.) Until Congress acts the President must decide, whenever called 
upon by the governor for troops, in pursvance of the Constitution. And State 
courts cannot control Congress or the President. Tho President has recognized 
Governor Chamberlain as the lawful executive, and this is conclusive until other- 
ala determined by Congress, or by a contest, in pursuance of the Constitution 
and laws." 

The Wallace house continued in session until the 2ist of December, 1876, when, 
lat onc o'clock and thirty minutes p. m.) upon its own resolation, it adjourned. 

Governor D. H. Chamberlain was first elected governor of South Carolina in 
November, 1874; and he was the unquestioned governor of South Carolina after 
his inauguration on December 2, 1874, for the term of two years, and by the consti- 
tution until his successor shall be chosen and qualified.’ 

Up to and after his inan; tion on December 5, 1876, as hereinbefore recited, he 
continued to oceupy the office of governor in the State-house at Columbia, and was 
in possession of all the records and property pertaining to that office, and exercised 
all the functions of said office, except when occasionally obstructed by the machi- 
nations of Hampton and his 8 until the 10th day of April, 1877, when, 
after repeated effort, failing to obtain the aid of the National Government to re Bi 
press the domestic violence systematically organized against his governmen 
retired from his office and declined further to actively assert his right to the office 


of governor. 

Vade H finally succeeded to the office of governor on the 10th day of 
April, 1877, r his (Governor Chamberlain's) retirement, and is now in the pos- 
session and enjoyment thereof. 

It will be noticed from the foregoing statement of facts that D. T. Corbin was 
elected United States Senator by the se e vote of the senate and honse of rep- 
representatives of the State of South Carolina, duly organized, and while D. H. 
Chamberlain was governor, and before there was any attempt even by the Wal- 
lace house to declare Wade Hampton governor. His credentials are duly signed 
by D. H. Chamberlain, governor of South Carolina, and those of M. C. Butler by 
Wade Hampton as governor. 


Nore.—The following documents are filed as exhibits, to wit: 

1. Exbibit A, consisting of the journal of the senate of South Carolina, regular 
session, commencing November 1876, and the journal of the house of re t- 
atives of South Carolina, (Mackey house,) regular session, commencing November 


1876. 
2. Exhibit D, potag the journal of the house of 


resentatives of South Caro- 


lina. (Wallace house,) regular session, commencing November 28, 1876. 
3. Governor D. E. Uhamberlain's address om retiring from the office of governor 
of South Carolina. 


Mr. McMILLAN. It will not be necessary, perhaps, to read any 
further statement from the opposite party in this case to show the 
propriety of adopting the amendment to the resolution which I have 
offered. Mr. Corbin in his statement of facts shows that the board 
of canvassers of the State of South Carolina were unable to decide 
who were elected members of the Legislature in that State from the 
counties of Laurens and Edgefield. Therefore no members of the 
Legislature from either of those counties received any certificate of 
their election or had an cee facie evidence of a right to a seat in 
the Legislature of South Carolina, The legislature under which Mr. 
Butler claims title to a seat in the Senate here was composed only of 
n house of representatives, no senate ever having acted in conjunction 
with that house, the senate of the State of South Carolina having 
recognized the Mackey house of representatives. ‘The Wallace house, 
or the house of representatives under which Butler claims his elec- 
tion, embraced within its members persons who claimed to be elected 
from the counties of Laurens and field. The only evidence of 
their election is that which was furnished to that house of representa- 
tives. They haveno prima facie evidence of their right, so that their 
right to a seat in that house depends upon the fact of their election. 
Their election must bo proved by other evidence than that prescribed 
as the prima facie evidence of their right to seats in the Legislature. 
How can that be done? Mr. Corbin denies their right to seats in the 
Legislature. The law which prescribes what shall be the prima facie 
evidence of a right to a seat in that body is absent in their case. 
Then the question is an open one, and itis a fact which must be proved 
by evidence brought before either the Senateof the United Statesin 
open session or before its committee appointed to examine into that 
question. It seems to me, Mr. President, that for the Senate to invite 
these parties to ap at the bar of the Senate with their witnesses 
and proofs to sustain al tions of this kind would not be tolerated. 
and if these facts are to be settled for the Senate, the matter should 
be committed to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

I hope, therefore, the amendment submitted by me to the resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Ohio will be adopted. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pro- 

by the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. BAYARD. On that lask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WHYTE. t the amendment be reported. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported for the information 
of the Senate. 

The Secretary. It is proposed to strike out all after the word 
“ resolved,” in the resolution, and in lien thereof to insert: 

That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be instructed to examine and 
report what questions of fact, if any, in the Corbin-Butler caso are not settled by 
the admission of the claimants. 


Mr. MCDONALD. Was not that proposition submitted once before? 

Mr. CONKLING. No, sir. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Chair is not aware of it, havin 
been ont. The Chair is advised that it was submitted but not vo 


upon. 
ho question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 24, 
nays 28; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs, Allison, Anthony, Booth, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
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of Wisconsin, Chai Christianey, Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, Hoar, 
lan, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, 


Bayard, Bec 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs on tho resolution of 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THuRMAN.] 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, as I said when I rose before, 
there are some facts in this case which affect the decision of the 
question before the Senate. Those facts are contained in the report 
of the committee of the Senate which went to South Carolina. A 

of the evidence taken by that committee relates to what was 
nown as the Hamburg massacre. That massacre was the com- 
mencement—— 

Mr. McDONALD. I rise to a point of order. 

5 77 VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator will state his point of 
order, 

Mr. McDONALD, The Senator from New Hampshire has spoken 
twice already on the main question, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Ihave not. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is not aware of the fact. He 
was out for a long time. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I have spoken but once to the resolution. That 


assacre—— 
Mr. McDONALD. That is my recollection. I may be mistaken. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair must leave it to the Senator 
from New Hampshire. He was out for an hour, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I think I have spoken but once, 

Mr. McDONALD. And not twice on this subject? 

Mr. MITCHELL. If the Senator from New Hampshire will give 
way for a moment, I will offer an amendment to the pending resolu- 
tion. I move to insert at the end of the resolution the following: 

And that debate on this resolution shall close at eleven o'clock p. m. to-day and 
a vote be taken on its adoption to-morrow, November 27, at half past twelvo 
o'clock p. m, 2 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear that again. I did not quite 
understand it. 

The Secretary read the amendment of Mr. MITCHELL, 

Mr. THURMAN. If that amendment were adopted, the effect of 
it would simply be this: that if it should be the sense of the presid- 
ing officer of the Senate aud of the Senate itself that Rule 50 applies 
in this case, then this resolution, if adopted at the hour indicated to- 
morrow, would go over until Wednesday. That is not what I desire, 
and I hope the majority of the Senate will not desire it, and that the 
amendment will be voted down. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Senator from New Hampshire will 


proceed. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Iwas proceeding to say, Mr. President, that the 
Hamburgh massacre, so called, was the commencement of that very 
vigorous campaign which resulted in the election, or the alleged elec- 
tion, of General Butler to the Senate of the United States, One of 
the e r upon which Mr. Corbin relies is, that in the two counties 
of Edgefield and Laurens there was so much violence and intimida- 
tion that there was no lawful election. If there was no lawfal elec- 
tion in those counties, then no representatives nor senators had the 
right to sit for those counties in the ature which attempted to 
elect General Butler. Without the votes or without the presence of 
those representatives, it is confessed, as 1 understand it, that there was 
no quorum in the Legislature by which he claims to have been elected. 
The question as to whether there wasa free and fair election, or an elec- 
tion so freeand so fairas to be legal at all, dependsupon what was done 
in that election by the political friends of General Batler to carry 
theelection by the commission of crime or by intimidation. The report 
of that committee will soon be before the Senate, but knowing that the 
Senators upon the other side of the Chamber choose to decide this case 
in ignorance of what lies in that report, and to attempt by their action 
here to prevent the facts stated in that report from going to the coun- 
try, I know of no way to get information as to what is contained in 
that evidence, no way of giving to the Senate such information, except 
to have read here such portions of it as bear upon the facts which 
must be in controversy in this case; and I will ask the Cierk to read 
from this report the evidence of D. L. Adams, who commanded the 
militia compeny arading upon the Fourth of July, in reference to 
which the 3 which led to the Hamburgh massacre occurred. 
The Clerk will : 

Mr. WHYTE. I object to the reading of the paper, and I call for 
the submission of the question to the Senate under the fifteenth rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WaTLacx in the chair.) The 
Senator from Maryland raises a point of order. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I ask that this may be read as a part of my ro- 


marks. 

Mr. CONKLING. What does the Senator ask to have read as a 
part of his remarks? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. A portion of the evidence, 

Mr. CONKLING. Appearing how? 


1877. 
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5 WADLEIGH. Appearing in a report of a committee of the 
nate. z 
Mr. WHYTE. In another case. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is it iu order to hear evidence on a question of 
this kind? Can it be possible that anybody wants to know the truth? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair is not advised. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. So I supposed. : 

Mr. WHYTE. I do not object to the reading of evidence in this 
case, but this evidence is not in this case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maryland raises 
the point of order that the reading of this testimony is not in order, 
and asks for a snbmission of the question to the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I be allowed to understand exactly how 
this point arises, as I was engaged for the moment ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senator from New Hampshire 
asks to have read as part of his remarks the evidence of D. L. Adams 
in thereport of a committee on South Carolina affairs. The Senator 
from Maryland raises a point of order, and objects to the reading 
thereof as not being in order. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I inquire ? The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is engaged in debating the pending resolution, and as part of 
his remarks and assigning reasons for the argument he is delivering 
he pro to refer to a report found on the files of the Senate, the 
open files of the Senate, and the point bf order is that that evidence 
was not taken in this case 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so understands it. 

Mr. INGALLS. May we hear the rule read? 

Mr. WHYTE. It is the fifteenth rule. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is not the question on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from O mf 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the rule? 

Mr. WHYTE. L call for the reading of the fifteenth rule. 

Tho VICE-PRESIDENT. The rule will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

15. When the ofa is called for, and the same is to by an 
Senator, it 2 vote of the Senate and 9 ata! 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. What is the paper under consideration ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No paper, sir. I am amazed at the point of order 
of my friend from Maryland, perhaps not more so than he is himself, 
I will say by way of spology to him. 

Mr. WADLEIGH, President 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. What I proposed to have read was a part of the 
evidence, the testimony of one of the witnesses, taken by the Senate 
committee in South Carolina upon the occurrences that took place 
preceding the election in the county of Aiken, and bearing upon the 
occurrences in the two counties where it is alleged the clection was 
invalid on account of violence, the evidence tending to show the 

of violence there was there. 
r. EDMUNDS. [understand you ask to have it read as part of 
your reasons, setting it forth. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WHYTE. I raise the point of order that this question is not 
debatable. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is not. The Chair understands that 
the Senator from New Hampshire proposes to have an extract read 
as a part of his s h? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, sir. 

mn CONKLING. Ihave a right, I believe, to ask a question of the 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg to inquire whether the Chair rules that 
this present point comes under the fifteenth rule of the Senate. If it 
does, it is not debatable, and if it does not it is debatable. It 
is debatable if the fifteenth rule does not apply to it; and I hum- 
bly submit that the fifteenth rule has no more reference to it than 
the first rule of the Senate which provides for a quorum. The fif- 
teenth rule applies to cases where the President sends a m 
here or any other paper lies here, and some Senator asks to have it 

It does not apply to the remarks a Senator makes. I am on 
the floor in order. I take up the Manual. 1 to read a 

e from Jefferson’s Manual. That is not ing for the read- 
ing of a paper, I humbly submit, in the langu of the rule; 
but the Chair sees the point and of course I will not debate upon it, 
and I submit it to him. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks that the point of order 
is not well taken e Senator from Maryland, if he understands it. 

Mr. WHYTE. is fifteenth rule, as I understand, is nothing more 
than a general 8 rule. Lask the attention of the Banate 
to the rule in Hatsell and the rule in Jefferson’s Manual: 

For the same reason a member has not a right—— : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What page does the Senator read from? That is 
an interesting question to me, and J should like to spend some little 
time on it. [Lau pie 

Mr. WHYTE. I should like the Senator from Vermont to investi- 


gate it. I read from page 251 of the Manual: 
For the same reason— 
Says Jefferson— 
a member bas not a right to read a paper in bis place, if it be objected to, with- 


out leave of the House. But this rigor is never exercised but where there is an 
intentional or gross abuse of the time and patience of the House. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator be kind guong to read the 
whole of that section 32? He may get some light by reading the 
context. 

Mr. WHYTE. I am sure I have read it quite as often as the Sena- 
tor from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very much more. 

Mr. WHYTE. But the light has not shined as brightly into my 
intellect as it has into his. : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very likely. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WHYTE. But, for the satisfaction of the Senator, I will read it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish the Senator would in all seriousness, 
because I think he will convince himself that he is wrong if he does. 

Mr. WHYTE. Perhaps I shall. = = 

Wh laid before the Hi referred to 10 - 
ber has s right to ĩð thom OAO teed at the table ... 
vote on them ; butit is a great though common error to suppose that he has a right, 
toties quoties, to have acts, — accounts, or on the table read inde- 

ently of the will of the The delay and interruption which this might 
made to produce evince the impossibility of the existence of such a right. 


25 were treated to it a little while ago for about an hour. [Laugh- 
ter. 


Th ind ; ifest a propri: f permittin ber to hi 
as 5 — on 9 er on Thich he is t to vote, that 
when he desires the reading, if it be seen that it is really for information and not 
for delay, the Speaker directs it to be read without patting a question, if no one 
grey bat if objected to, a question must be pu Hats., 117, 118. 
2 ac paper on toe Sabie and ove th TOAL on acgpeeting saa 
it 5 —— — P eR egr the privileges of the house.—Jb. = 

Now I have read it all, and I am only clearer in my opinion. 

A member has nota ry wife to read his own speech, committed to writing, 
without leave. This also is to prevent an abuse of time, and therefore is not ro- 
fused but where that is in —2 Grey, 227. 8 

And the House is to judge of that itself. Now I have read it all, 
and I have no doubt about the proposition. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Did the Senator read that by right or by leave 
of the House ? 

Mr. WHYTE. In compliance with your polite request, I politely 
read it for you. 8 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ah, Mr. President, but I have no dispensing 
power. 

Mr. WHYTE. Now let me repeat this sentence: 

For the ý ber has not to read in bis if it 
bocljomnl to, withembevest tho Toata: =a inea LE TI U es 


There are my authorities, and they are quite light enough to guide 


me. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair rules only upon the question 
2 by the Senator from New Hampshire, that if he chooses to 
ave extracts from that report read as a part of his speech, it is his 


ht. 
lr. WADLEIGH. I am sorry, Mr. President, that an attempt to 
put before this Senate only part of the testimony of one witness 
in relation to that transaction should be so vigorously opposed. . I 
supposed that what the Senate desired upon this occasion was light. 
It seems that I was mistaken; that there are Senators here who wish 
to keep the facts in obscurity, who wish to veil from this Senate and 
from the public the atrocities proved beyond doubt to have occurred 
at the inception of the political aes in South Carolina at the 
last election. I hope that the Clerk will now proceed and read as 
part of my remarks the passage which I have marked. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
D. L. Adams, Aiken Connty. 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, December 16, 1876. 
D. L. Apams (colored) sworn and examined. 
By Mr. CAMERON: 
8 Where do you live? 
nswer. I live in Hamburgh. $ 
ve been living in Hamburgh about two years and stx months, I guess. 


is your age? 
was thirty-eight years old on the 4th day of July. 
did you live before you went to Hamburgh ? 


rererere 
4 
E 


i 


help De KI VLA pive = 
was born upper part of Georgia, Talbot County. 
here had ed or lived ? 
generally have worked in Augusta, Georgia, up to the 8th of July. [haven't 
Augusta since that time, 
what day did the Hamburgh massacre take place ¥ 
the th of July. 
ere were you on the 4th of July? 
also in Hamburgh. 


a 


derefrere 
o¢ Maro 


4 
g 


T was 
Q. I will ask you if you were captain of the colored militia company in Hamburgh 
at that time 
A. Yes, sir. 
OF Ser ene on oe ee y of militia consist f 
. It consisted of eighty-four mem It was called Company A, Eighteenth 
Regiment National Guards, 


. It was organized under the State laws. 
2 How long had it been an organized cumpany f 


more. 
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Q. How long had you been captain of the company? 
A.I had been captain of the company, I guess, about seven or eight months— 
somewhere about that, as near as I could come at it. 
Q: Who were the other commissioned officers of the company? 
. Louis Cartiledge was first lieutenant; A. T, Attaway was second Heutenant. 
2 How frequently did the company meet for military drill or exercise? 

. According to the rule and according to the law we drilled once every month; 
DSE TRS to be captain of the company I drilled thom about once or twice a 
woek. 

State whether or not the company had a hall or armory. 
T It had a hall; wo called it an armory. 


2 How was the company armed? 
With thumb- rifles. 
Q. State what ocen on the 4th day of July; begin with the beginning and 


go through with tho narrative. 

A. On the 4th day of July about six o'clock in the evening, or probably half past 
five,to be sure of it, I took the company ont on parade. As we were going upa 
street in Hamburgh called Market street, about six or half six o'clock, I guess 

was, there was a man by the name of Henry Getsen, and Tom Butler, son of R. 

i Butler. and also a son-in-law of R. J. Butler, all white men. They had been on 
ono side of the street, sitting in a buggy, looking at us drill up and down the street, 
I reckon, for about half an hour. After a while they went back down the street 
from where we were drilling and went around on the street called Main street. 
Aft they came back on the street. I was at the upper part of the street 
and we were going down, marching by fours, in what is called an interval march, 
open order, having an interval ween ranks, I suppose, of twenty or thirty feet. 

. How wide was tho street? 

It was one hundred anA fifty-eight feet wide, and we were abont the center 
of the street going down. ee the corner and came up the street in a slow 
trot. Isaw they intended to drive through the company, aud I halted the 
company, and then they stopped. I was at the head of the company, and I went 
around in front of their and said to him. Mr. Getsen, I do not know for 
what reason you treat me this manner.“ He asked me, What! I said, 
“Aiming to drive through my company, when you have room enough on the out- 
side to drive in the He aal We this is the rut I always travel. Said 
I, “That may be true; but if ever you a company out here I should not have 
treated you in this kind of a manner.” Said I, “I would have gone around and 
showed some respect to you.“ Well,” said he, “this is the rut that I always 
el, and I don't intend to get out of it for no d—d niggers.” Said I, “All 
right; I won't hold any contention with you; I will let you through.“ So I gave 
command to the compan order,” and let 2 through ; so be went on 

and I then went on down to the ball. Some of the men seemed to have 

t alittle flustrated because they drove 2 the concen „ and commenced 
fr them in 


king, but I ordered them to hush, and and dismissed 
the company. On e Aled father-in-law came down and took out a warrant. 
. Mr. Getsen's father-in-law I 
Yes, sir. 
What was his name! 


Robert J. Butler. He took ont a warrant, and on Tuesday morning I received 


asummons. The constable brought it to me, and, after-looking at it, I told him 
SOAP EE AOE ENTS SBOE BS RS SPARE: Siem Sure enough I 
wen 

Before what justice 


. Before Trial-Justice Prince Rivers. So I went down to the court at the time 
designated, and when I got there Rivers read—I don't know what you call it—but 
3 did not say that it was a warrant. Lasked him if it was a warrant, 
and he said it was not. He was general of the militia organization, major-general 
of the State. 

„Butler was? 

. Rivers was. And he said he wanted to find out from the evidence in the 
aod afterward he wanted to find 


Getsen's testimony, and after he Forotigh, YI 
8 


cartridge · boxes, and also the pockets of the members of the company, to seo if 
they had an ammunition, before they went on drill?“ He said, Yes,” he did. 
Said I, “Dii you see any! He said, No, I didn’t.” I made him recollect this; 
said I, “Didn't you know that I found one man with a cartridge in his pocket and 
I took it away from him and scolded him about it!“ He said, Tes,“ he did. 
Said I. Well, then, are you certain that these men nar finest er He said, 
“ I saw thom move their guns, and I thought they loaded.“ Whilst I was asking 
that question, Rivers, the trial justice. to me, says he, “I don't want you to 
treat my court with coutempt.” Said I to him, “Judge, I don’t mean to do if 
I know myself. I never expect to treat any la officer with any contempt,” 
and said I, “I was only asking the gros aud if the — is not legal then 
I don't want to ask him“ Before he could say anything to me I was takin 
my seat, and said I, “I will ask the witness no more questions, but 
to your discretion.” He then said that sitting down was contempt of court; 
I told him if it was he must excuse me, as I was not accustomed to law, and if 
it was any contempt I was then asking his pardon for it, for I did not mean con- 
tempt of the court. Ho said it was contempt and he would put me under arrest, 
and he dismissed the court until Thursday; I think it was Thursday; it was on 
the 8th of July, anyhow. Iwas also then under arrest with the constable. He 
went out to his dinner and came back again, and when he came back he asked 
me if I would retract. I told him I did not know what he meant. He said if I 
was willing to beg pardon of the court he would excuse me from the fine. I told 
him, well, if 1 had contempted the court I was willing to ask pardon of the court. 
He said, well, he would relieve me of the fin i 
Sth of July, at half past four o'clock. I told 
then, until the Sth of July. Durin 
h would send me notice at 


of what they had heard; what they were going to do with me on that day. 


ve no notice to them at 
atone 


will leave 


and I was to 


hero I li 
bed-room into tho drill-room ; so I 
U. room, and I was sitting by the window when 
anda ber,] him and 
room, and I 

“That's where 
are g to have 
away from 
but I did not 
home from 


a trial and we oe to kill the captain of that com 
Eth of July I came 


that court? I heard a great deal of 
them. Sure enough, on 


pay any attention to 


work as usual, and I did not go back with the expectation of attending to court. 
About two o'clock R. J. Butler and my Batler, bis son, Hon tson, his 

m--in-law, and Harrison Butler, another son of his, were there, and I was staud- 
ing out before my door when the; me on down. Henry Getsen hala gun; I sup- 
posed it to be a sixteen-shooter ; it ht not have been; thero was another fa hion 
of gun at that time, but it ap to be a sixteen shooter which he hal across 
his saddle. R, J. Butler and son Tommy were in 


the b ther, and 
‘teen. from the looks rene het about 
seven or eight pistols in the buggy; large N 


from 
ie. Isaw 
2 so about half past 
about one hundred men in town of Hamburgh, 
all armed, some with pistols and some with guns also. 
White 8 tting drunk very fast, or drinking liquor and 
men; were ge nk v. or drin uor a — 
ing like — were drunk, and saying they neitin to kill aves Gen deed pert 
283 urgh that day, and es: Dock Adams ; that was myself. So, bear- 
ing all this, I went down to Judge Rivers's house and told him. Said I, J. Riv- 
ers, I can't appear before your court to-day, for I feel that you are le, and your 
court is unable, to protect my life, and I believe my life to be unsafe. Iam willing 
that you shoul to work and draw up a bond that you think proper and Lam willing 
to give bond toa 29 court, where I think my life will be safe. The reason I come 
to you to tell you, is because I don't want you to sup; that I treates your court 
with any disrespect by not quiet but itis ats don't think my lite is safe.” 
He and said to mo, Well, yon must use your own juil t; of course, 
if your life is unsafe, and if these men intended to take your lite of course I can't 
protect you. I haven't protection enough to protect yon; my constable can't do 
much.“ Said I, That is my belief, and for that reason I don’t want tu gu before 
your court without you foree me to, and then if Lam killed you will be respon- 
sible.” Ho said.“ Tou can nse your own ju t; I ball go to court at tho 
usual time; your name, of course, will be call and if you don’t answer to your 
name—well,” he says, “yon won t be there; that is all; won't be there to an- 
swer.“ So, sure enough, before I got through sorig with bim a white man by the 
name of Sparnick—I t bis other ‘ore Í got out of the house this man 
5 ick came up to his house and knocked at the door and came in. Ho said that 
. M. C. Butler had met him at the store that they call Damm's, aud he 
said that he would like to see me; that he appeared as counsel for R J. Butler and 
he woul like to settle the matter without any ditliculty and without going before 
the court. if it could be settled. I told “ Well, there is no one more ready to 
settle it than I am.” He said that Mr. Butler wanted the officers of the company, 
in fact, to meet him. While he was talkin: man came in by the name of 
Sam. P. Spencer, and said that M. C. Butler also hal said that he would like to 
have a conference with the officers of the company. I told him, Well, I will go;” 
but afterward I went to the door and I saw a t crowd down at his 23 
armed and they were drunk or playing off drank ; ter to be drunk 
any way. I went back and told Mr. Spencer to go and tell Gen. Butler that I would 
meet him; but I would like for him to come away from where those meu were, aud 
that I was willing to meet him at Spencer's house. So Spencer went back and toll 
him, and he agreed to meet me there. In this time I was in eee L 
had just come from work and had pulled off my coat; so I went back and put on 
FFF would come meet him. One 
the officers refused to I told well, I would go, and I sup if L 
went it would be suffi ; and the first T second 
lieutenant wouldn't go, because he believed he would be killed; he expressed t 
ton down to meet Mr. Butler, Before tting 
s house; he left Mr. 
in the buggy and went on 
that time; he went on to the court, camo 
on up whero Rivers lived and said that the time to meet the court had come, and he 
was ready to go to court and he was going on there. Rivers got his bvok and weut on 
down to the court. I didn't go, but they went. I couldn't tell yoa—I couldn't tell 
you, but if I was to tell you it would be what I heard, and that wouldn't be rela- 
tive, I suppose. General Butler came back from the court and sent word for me 
to meet him at the council-chambor; that was at the town-hall. I sent word back 
expressing more reasons, the men were still gathering in the town, and that 
they had expressed themselves as going to kill me on sight, but that I was willing 
to meet him to settle the matter any way that it could be settled, that was right ; 
but that I couldn't go down to the council-chamber; that his men were all aro 
him, and he had already ex himself that he couldn't control them; that 
they were drank, and that I wouldn’t be able to go to him; but that if he was 
illing and wanted to see me, of course he could go whero I could make it conven- 
ient to see him. He said he wasn't go nowhere else, and right there I had to 
come. So I said I wasn't going to that Then he left the coancil-chamber 
and went on to 1 755 
About what time did he go to Augusta ? 

He went to Augusta about 5 o'clock in the afternoon, as near as T can 
at it, He came back from Augusta with a man by the name of 5. B. Picksley, 
who, I think, was on the committee; and he met him and had a talk with him. 1 
don't know what that talk was. 

Q. How long did he remain at Augusta ! 

A. He remained, I about 8 or thirty minutes. He came on 
back. The intendant of the town went to him and told him tirat thero was a great 
many women and children, and he relieved there was going to be a fuss, and he 
would like to have some time to get the women and children out. He told me, L 
t ink, that he would give bim fifteén minutes to get them ont. He asked him, 
then, wasn't there any way in the world that that matter could be settled without 
a difficulty Ho said the only thing that would settle the matter was for the com- 
pany to surrender the arms and the otticers to him and ho wanted an answer from 
me. I sent word back to him that the arms that were borne by that company be- 
lon to the State; that I had recetved those arms in my charge, and was respon- 
sible for them, and I couldn't give them up to no private citizen; bnt if any otiicer 
who had aright to take them would come to me for them, I would give them to 
him. The intendant of the town asked him in case the arms were surrendered to 
him, would he we tho safety of the town. He said it depended entirel 
upon how they ved. He ofterward turned around and said he wouldn't vou 
for anything; he had nothiug to do with that part. So I sent word, in reply to his 
answer, tbat I coukin't e them to him; that 1 had no right, but ho l send 
all officer that had a right to receive them that would relieve me from responsi- 

v. and I would give them to him. So the major-general came, (that la Even 
and told me what Mr. Butler had said. and all about it, and what he said he woul 
do, and that if we didn't give them up he was guing to melt the ball down before 
ten o'clock that night. 


Mr. OGLESBY. If I do not interrupt or disturb the Senator from 
New Hampshire in his remarks, I inquire of him whether the M. C. 
Butler that this witness Adams is now testifying about or that the 
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Clerk is reading the testimony from, is the M. C. Butler who is claim- 
ant for a seat on the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The M. C. Butler who is referred to in the 
testimony of the witness is the same person, as I understand. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will proceed. 

The Chief Clerk resumed and continued the reading, as follows: 


T said to him, ‘General, I see are major-general of this State, are you not?” 
He said, “ Yes, I am.” 1 To soa domed these arms? Whe ng Bake 
give them to you.” He says, I have no right to do it under the law.” I says, 
Woll, I know, come down to the law about s matter of law, of course I don't 
believe yon have a right to do it; but if you do demand them, to rol 
VVV 


them by force, and then I would not be that, 

he commenced placing his men; in the first place, about twenty-five or thirty 

5 mounted on horses—in front of the drill-room, near the river 
ank. 

r ver 

au ey were al seventy-five or eighty on - 

dest abutment of the N. & C. ©. RR, — — about fifteen or twenty, 

as near as I can guess at it without etagres g Down below, on the river, under a 

bad some thirty or forty. And there was a well about two hundred 


o name of the street; but 
all around there, and up on a 
hill, about five hundred or six hundred yards—may be a little more. I could see 
him placing men all around town. 7 
„ He was stationing them there himself? 
Yes, sir. He was with the men that was doing it. 


Mr. CONKLING. Is this M. C. Butler the person ho is now speak- 
ing of that stationed these men ? 
r. OGLESBY. Who superintended the arrangement of men that 
the witness is describing. 
Mr. CONKLING. The Secretary says it is. 
The Cuter CLERK. He is designated here as “General Butler.” 


Q He was stationing them there himself? 
Yes, sir. Ho was with the men that was doing it. Pick Butler was also in 
. Colonel Butler was also ing out the orders. I could go up on top 
of the drill-room and see them, and I did so. Then I came down off the top of the 
one hie mer into the drill-room, and I placed my men then where they w: 't got 
urt, 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 

„ How many had you in the drill-room ? 

. Thirty-eight ; [suppose abont twenty-five were members of the company, and 
some others were taking refuge there. IT. I didn’t call in myself. LI only had 
twenty-five members of the company in tho drill room. After he got all the men 

laced be Bene word back to me to know if I was going to give the guns up; that 
I sent word back to him that I could not give them ap; that I 
didn't desire any fuss, and we had gone out of the streets into our for the 
safety of our lives, and there I was going to remain; that I was not going to give 
the guns to an, y. He did not send n> more answer then. About the time he 
must have got the word his men commenced firing. There was a signal-gun 
remind aes gee A Naive ate n; it was down river, sorter. It looked 
like it fi right up into the air. These horsemen that I was kaar I tem 
about, that had in front of the drill-room, they were removed 
the firing com and went down the street back of 
them after they got out of sight, and don't know 
when that si; -gun was fired 
drill-room. They fired 
ni cre be all the 
shot mighty near peat on ; 
left ASLEN in each one of the windows, but there ma; 
them was shot out; tho glass rattled all 
glass and transom li; 


the time was out. 


ts over the door, and all those were shot out; the meu were 

e windows and behind the wall. After awhile, just about 

gs, they kept closing 5 like they were coming up to — 
chanco 


2 
a 


top of the 


them. 
mrse, then I was afraid that they might do something of that kind, believing 
that they could do it. I then went to work, and tore up some lumber, and made a 
ladder, and out of the back way of the building; there was no way to get down 
without a ladder; and we escaped from the building the back way, 
2 All of you went out? 

Ves, sir; we all went out. But before I went out of the building I sent the 
men out. Iseen that iu the back part of the yard there was no firing; everythin 
was perfectly still. I had been outside of the building, and went down the stres! 
I suppose, between two hundred and three hundred yards, to see where the men 
were, and went all around. I went back in front of tho buil „ and went through 
the front door, the entrance leading up in the hall, and told this Ataway, the first 
lientenant: he had got outside w or other; he had got scared, and left the 
building before I knew ıt. I told him to go down first and receive all the men that 
wore in tho building, and keep them till I came out; that I wonld stay u 
there with two or three men, and every once in a while fire and make them thin 
we were in the building, while they were escaping. So he went out, and he got 
scared, and, I . — got excited—I conldn't alloge it to be anything else—and 
controlled off the FCC 
but fifteen men with myself. So I asked for Lieutenant Ata way and the balance 
of the men, and they told me that ho had gone off and tried to them off. 
They said they couldn't tell me where he had . Said I, Men, we are sur- 
rounded." I think there was over three men there; they were coming 
four hundred togother, all arouud ; the lower 


from Augusta at all times, three and 


pn of Market street had been completely blocked up with them for abont two 
undred yards; it looked like just as thick as they could stand; and in the rear 
street it was the same way, and also on the street Main street, which runs 
across. So I told these few men that were there, said I. Men, I don't know how 
we will get out of here, and there is but one way; and said I, You will have to 
fight 12 rapidly to get out that way.“ 
1 you your with you? ` 
Yes, sir; wo our guns. We went ont that way, and got ont on tho 
street, and had to fight pretty rapidly ; in fact the fight until about half-past 
one o'clock that might we did get out. None of the men that was with me 
m got wounded in the thigh, but he managed to get away ; he 
g of the sort. I carried them away in the upper part of the street 
wn next to the river in R. J. Butler’s field. Of course they didn't ex- 
8 5 I carried them in there, and put 
them over by the side of a little branch, where it was very thick with bushes. I was 
very troubled about these men that had hid themselves, and wanted to get them 
out. I believed if they were caught they would be killed; the men with the second- 
lieutenant. So after I got these men safe—they were out of ammunition then: as 


hadn’t had mach any taane I, “ You stay here now, and I will go back an 
find the men, if I can. I will try to work my way back, and will try to them 
ont.“ So I did go back. I was shot at, I reckon, over two hun times before I 


got in the square; however, I didn't turn my course; I went on. I went back in 
the square, and I went under most every house there was in the square ; 8 
went far enough to call under it. Some one or two, 8 three, men ans w. $ 
the balance wouldn't answer. They were scared, I suppose, and wouldn't answer. 
Igotthree of them. By that time I was surrounded, and couldn't get out no more, 
but I carried those threas men where I W would be safo, I knocked out 
some bricks under a brick house with the but of my gun, and told them to crawl 
under thore. That was under a house that was very near to the ground, and was 
bricked opar the way from the ground. After they got in there I laced the 
bricks all back just like they were before, yay smooth, so you couldn't discover 
any hole, y in the n ght Then I went back in pursuit of these other men, 
but I didn't findthem. Whi © standing in a little corner field, near a garden, look- 
ing out, one of the men, which was the town marshal, ran across the garden, and 
Tealled him, but I su; he didn't recognize my voice, as he didn't stop. Heran on 
and jumped over the fence, and I managed to ec sae partof the trestle of the 
railroad and could see through it. The moon was g very bright, The corn made 
a shade where I Yan ved of course they didn't see me. TUET BORI the town mar- 
shal; his name was Jeems Cook. Henry Ge a man by the name of Bill Morgan, 
andi recognized one of the men I thought to be Kenlo Chaffee, but I was not certain 
whether it was him or not, but I knew Henry Gibson and Bill - T recog- 
nized their voices. They stopped him and told him God damn you! we have got 
you. You have been town marshal here poig avons here Frans Soppor, but 
you won't arrest any more after to- 2 dhe, “ Mr. Ge know you and 
will ask you to save my life. I havn't done anything to you. I have only done 
my duty as town marshal.” “Yes,” says he, damn FF ag your knowing me 
ain't nothing; I don’t care anything about your marshalship; we are going to kill 
ê our or 


von:“ and they fired. There was ve men in the crowd, and all of them 
Shot him. He fell. I staid there aud saw them taking his boots off, and they took 
his watch out of his pocket. 
By Mr. CAMERON: 
Who did that? 


They were all down in a huddle and I couldn't see who it was took the watch. 
So some of them said. By God, I reckon some of us had better go over in the 
corn- eld.“ Then I mo out of the corn-field. Louis Shiller—his house was in 
the same square—I went then in his office. 

„Was Shiller a white man ! 

Shiller was a white man and a trial-justice also. I went in his one, — 
under his house. I remained there, I suppose, about an hour. They were - 
ing in the houses everywhere aud shooting people. This time they came to the 
front door and broke in the front door of the office. So I went out of the back door 
into the back Taey came in — and they looked around and found what 
I didn’t find the whole hour that I was in there. I suppose they had 1 
found these men that were in there who wouldn't answer me when I ed them, 
They sound one or two colored men * and took . out. 44 — them 
cw gz say, “God damn we have ou. y were ting them 
with sticks pore guns, or 88 si 

Q. Did know any of the men that went into Shiller's house? 

A. No; I didn’t know any of them. Whilst I was 5 in the ee I 
could look right into my room window, and also into my sitting-room dow, 
and I saw them eso | down a oa and breaking up the furniture. 

had in world; took all a Ar Ai mattresses 


broke up everythin, 

feather and cut it in pieces and scattered it everywhere, destroying every- 
thing that I had. I didn’t have a suit of clothes, only what I had on my bac! 
They took all my wife's clothes, and broke up all my furniture and everything. 
By that time commenced getting very thick in the square, and they com- 
menced getting thick I eae over a little cross fence in Shiller's yard; and as 
I got up on the fence 1 somebody say “ Halt!" and I looked over the fence 
and I saw old man R. J. Butler run ont the back part of Lafayette Davis's store, 
and he shot, and I heard bim say “God damn him! I have got him.” This was 
a man by the name of Moses Parks. So he shot him. He turned around and 
said, “God damn him! I have him,” and shot Parks and killed him, I went 
then up in the postmaster's house, where he lived. His name is Rawles. I 
fi his other Lame. It was a two-story house, and I went up sta rs in the ver- 


It was like the house fronted on a street; this way. (Illnstratin; d on 
paper.) I was on the back part of it, and here came another stree ht on this 
8 I suppose there was over a thousand men, They had their headqnar- 


They had a 


n 
time they would come in General Butler would yell,“ Good boys! 
cf hat General 


was myself; and some asked what kind of a man I was, and some would try and 
agree what sort of a man I was—‘‘a man with side-whiskers and mustache “—and 


t. 
"g Could you distinguish who said that? 
Well, I don't think I conld tell who it was that made use of the expression. 
id “ We had better kill all,” and some would 


It was made in the crowd. Sal 
From what I heard men say, General Butler had 


say. We had better tind out.” 
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them pick out certain men, and some 
wanted to kill all, and they got up quite a fuss, and talked about shooting among 

Finally, I know the man 
a kind of a curious 


A. Yes, sir; I did. The men seemed to be very much dissatisfied, and they said 
that General Butler onght to kill the last one of them. They wanted to kill all of 
them, and they were sort of dissatisfied about it. Some said they would go off 
home because they would not kill all. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 
2 What did this Georgia man do? 
. He said there ought to be a court-martial; he was not in favor of killing all. 
5 ye wee one or 27 taken past — terhe that they kag to kill y ar 
over Seacgs. some one or two of the Georgians. ey got a man 0 
name of 8 aris, who was in the dead-ring, and they slipped him off; also 
Gilbert Miller, a and they carried another young man by the name of Frank Robin- 
son across the river to save his life. A man by the name of Pompey Curry, he was 
to be killed. They called him, and when they called him he answered to hia name, 
and then jumped and run at the same time. They shot him down, but he got up 
and got away at last; he lingered a good while, but he is up there now. He has 
never been able to be out much since. 
By Mr. CAMERON : 
|. What time of the day were these last men that you have mentioned shot ? 
— Nivel ey ay guess, about three or four o'clock in the morning. 
as 
2 No, sir; It wasn't quite daylight; the moon was shining very bright—about 
as bright as ever you seen it shine. It appeared to me that the moon shone brighter 
than it ever did before. 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCTY : 


Q You did not want it to shine half so brightly? 
No, sir. 
By Mr. CAMERON: 
2 How many were shot at that time ! 
There were four men killed out of that dead - ring. 
Give the names of those who were killed? 
The first was A. T. Ataway, the first lieatenant; the next was David Phil- 


lips. 
7 Was he a member of your company ? 
He was; he was the armorer. The third one was Alfred Minyon. 
2 Was he a member of your company ? 8 
. Yes, sir; he was. There was another one -I can't think of his first name, but 
his last name was Stephens; but he was not a member of the company. 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 


Q- They are the ones that were killed in the dead-ring? 
two 


i 


Yes, sir. Then there was Getsen and Morgan, making in all six. There was 

wounded, but they were not killed. Pompey Curry was called up to be 
killed, but he run away. 

Was he FE 

, Yes, sir; he was a member of the company and a fellow by the name of 
gene Banks, he was also wounded, but not Hed. 
ye How long did you remain in the house? 

I remained in the house until the main crowd had dispersed, except 
few stragglers. I remained there until you could just discover oe: I came down 
then out of the building from where I was and went out of the lot and looked 
at Jimmy Cook, the town marshal, that was killed by Getsen and M. and 
afterward I 5 the back way down and got on the South Car- 
olina Railroad, and then I came to Aiken. 

How far is that from Hamburgh? 

Seventeen miles from mm a We hada god ery in this dead- 11 
I some twenty-five or thirty. They just wont into their houses and took them 
out of their houses men who had taken refuge in their own houses to save them- 
selves, and had nothing to do with the affair. 

2 They did not kill them? 

No, sir, only Stephens; they took him out of his house and killed him. I 
am not able to say who the men were, there was such a crowd—but right 
near where I was standing they expressed theirreasons why Minyon and Stephens 
were killed. A man by the name of Lamar, (I forget his other name—I am sorry 
I can't recollect it.) but it was from some previous falling out that they had had at 
some sale prior to that, and he wanted him killed on that account; that was ex- 
pressed in my hearing by some of the men. Also Stephens was another man that 
1 ge sin him; but these others were killed down thero 
simply because they wero jing republicans and also Ley to that companx. 
Prior to the 8 reckon about two months before the 4th of J a pags ring 
Butler, one of R. J, Butler's sons, was in conversation one morning with me, Jobn 
Pres. Williams, and John Bird, and, if I mistake not, a man by the name 
of S. B. Picksley. He told methat the democrats bad made gts 4 in their own 
. about thirty 
men from Texas and Mississippi to come in this and they were feeding 
them, organizing all of the white men into certain different clubs, and before the 
election that there had to be a certain number of niggers killed, leading men, and 
Susie list ver: thep woes DANA TS TONON ae than tone DADA anes On conker. 
te way, y were to BO cou or- 
ity. He said he had nothing to do with it, that 77 A 55 

ple 


P. 
lived on it, and if any man interfered with them heshould protect bis home, But 
said tha’ 7 and 


il to psal ttia and 


I says, “Supposing that tho colored men should bavo a 
to draw him ont.) 


the white men to thomselves 1" t was just suggesting t 
He said, It don't make a damnet 


bit of difference what sort of polls they have ; 


these men have got to be killed; the white men have declared that the State has 
8 be ruled by white men; we have got to have just such a government as we 
before the war, and when we get it all . will be 
and the rich men would rule. e can't stand it 

Cook and Dan 
them, and the 

number!“ He —4 
name is down or no; but it depends entirely 


I don't know whether your 
urself.” There was one boy that was drummer in my com- 


on how you behave 


pany. Ho was a minor (under age) and by request of his mother we allowed him 
to be a drummer in the company. They took boy up and whipped him. 
By Mr. CAMERON : 
Who did that? 


Old man Butler did that. 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
Taam yas TEA a tm wt 

whipped him o and then made his mother do it. He ta pirig eh AR no 
she to do it. After that I received a note. The note was destroyed when all 
S netoes thas was in tho vicinity of Hambevgh want hol abe 
killed, and I was sure to be killed. 7; 2 * 

Mr. MITCHELL. Will the Senator from New Hampshire yield for 
a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I shall submit that motion, but before doing so 
I desire to say a word in reference to the amendment I offered a mo- 
ment ago. When I offered the amendment I supposed it would receive 
the unanimous vote of the Senate. If I had not supposed so, I should 
not have submitted it in the exact form it was; but as my friend from 
Ohio objected very seriously to it, I ask to modify the amendment so 
that it will read as follows: 

Insert at the end of the resolution these words: 

And that this resolution be made the special order for half past twelve o'clock 
to-morrow, November 27. 


Mr. EDMUNDS, There cannot be any objection to that, I am 


sure. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I think not, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Oregon move 
that the Senate adjourn? 
: 42 MITCHELL, (at eleven o’clock and fifty-five minutes p. m.) 


0. y 

Mr. HOAR. I understand the amendment is adopted by unanimous 
consent. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WHYTE. pin gr was made, 


3 Mr. WALLACE called for the yeas and nays; and they were or- 
The Secretary ed to call the roll. 


Mr. CONOVER, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. BRUCE.] If he 
were here, he would vote “ yea” and I should vote “nay.” 

The roll-call having been concluded, the vote was announced— 
yeas 23, nays 28; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 


Cameron of Wisconsin, Christiancy, Conkling, Dawes, Edmunds, Hoar, Howe, In- 
Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, Mo by, k, 
nders, Domir, and Wadleigh—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, mos seg hee vis of Minois, Davis 


Coke, Da 
of West Vi Dennis, Garland, Herefi Jones of Flor- 
ida Kernan, Lamar, McDonald, McPherson, Morgan, — Randolph, Ran- 
AEN essrs. Armstrong. 
sey, Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Ham 
rimon, Mitchell, Plumb, Sargent, T 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President 

Mr. RANSOM. Will the Senator from New Hampshire allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. RANSOM. If the Senator cannot answer me some gentlemen 
who are members of the committee can. I should like to know if 
ert C. Butler had an opportunity of cross-examining this 
witness 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He did have. 

Mr. RANSOM. He did? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Well, Mr. President, Mr. Butler did 
not, but Mr MERRIMON—— 

. RANSOM. Ah, yes. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Ah, yes; wait one moment until I 
state the facts in to it. The testimony of this witness was 
taken down by a stenographer, was written out and was handed to 
General Butler. Not only the testimony of this witness but the tes- 
timony of all republican witnesses who were examined was written 
out from the notes of the stenographer, was handed to General But- 
ler, and he 8 any, witness that he pleased to call to contra - 
dict or explain the testimony of those witnesses. 

Mr. RANSOM. I will ask the Senator from Wisconsin if this testi- 
mony was not taken within closed doors, and if General Butler was 
not excluded from reading the testimony of these witnesses as it was 


taken ? 
ri CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I will state the facts in regard to 
that, 
Mr. RANSOM. Well, what are the facts? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Wait one moment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (to Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin.) Are you under 
cross-examination 7 


, and 


1877. 
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Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It would seem that I am under 
cross-examination. 

Mr. RANSOM. I did not hear the witness. [Laughter.] I did not 
hear the Senator. No, I will not correct it; I did not hear the wit- 
ness then. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, the Senator from 
North Carolina desires me to state the manner in which the testimony 
was taken by the subcommittee in South Carolina, The committee 
did determine that they would sit with closed doors, and they did sit 
with closed doors during the time that they were engaged in taking 
the testimony; but a person who represented the democratic party 
was admitted, and he took full notes of the testimony; those notes 
were handed to General Butler; General Butler remained there in an 
adjoining room during the whole time that we were engaged in taking 
the testimony ; and as I stated before he suggested the witnesses who 
ert be called for the purpose of contradicting and explaining the 
testimony. 

Mr. RANSOM. Then, Mr. President 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. One word more. And he furnished 
to Senator MERRIMON notes and suggestions upon which that Senator 
cross-examined the witnesses, 

Mr. HOAR, (in his seat.) The usual way with investigating 
committees. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. So far as I know, it is the usual 
way of proceeding by investigating committees. 

ea 1 185 Did General Butler offer himself as a witness, 
may 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. General Butler did offer himself as 
a vrae and was examined, and his testimony is reported in that 
volume. 

Mr. RANSOM. Then, if the Senator from New Hampshire will 
allow me, the Senator from Wisconsin states that this testimony was 
taken within closed doors, in the absence of General Butler? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. RANSOM. But he says that General Butler had an opportn- 
nity of seeing Senator MERRIMON, and of suggesting testimony to him. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I said more than that. He not 
only had an epporsint of seeing Senator MERRIMON, but he had an 
opportunity of seeing the testimony that was taken. 

ir. RANSOM. Then I should like to know why it was that Gen- 

- eral Butler was not allowed to be present and cross-examine those 
witnesses ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. There are various reasons. One 
reason is that he did not ask to be, and if he had I do not say that 
he would have been admitted. 

5 aed PANAON Does not the Senator know it would have been 
refu: 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. No, I do not know that it would 
have been refused. ‘I think it would have been refused. I would 
have been in favor of refusing bim. 

Mr. RANSOM. I heard the Senator from Massachusetts say in a 
low voice, but it was distinct to me, that that was the usual way of 
conducting investigations before committees. It is unusual to me, 
sir, that in any civilized country, before any tribunal in ancient or 
modern times, testimony shall be taken to damn the character of a 
man and he not be allowed to confront the witnesses and to cross- 
examine them. 

Mr. DAWES. Ishould like to inquire of the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin whether it was before or after this witness testified that General 
Butler testified ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. General Butler testified after this 
witness testified. 

Mr. DAWES. And after this witness’s testimony had been sub- 
mitted to him ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The testimony of this witness and 
of all the witnesses was submitted to General Butler, and he had it 
in his on days before he testified. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President—— 

Mr. RANSOM. Mr. President, I will ask the Senator from Wisconsin 
one other question and then the Senator from Massachusetts can say 
what he has to say to me. I will ask him if he thinks Senator MER- 
RIMON, who was not at Hamburgh, who was in North Carolina at the 
time of the scenes there, could think of pee eee to that wit- 
ness in a way to draw out the truth as General Butler might have 
done if he had been allowed to cross-examine the witness. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I will s this to the Senator 
from North Carolina: I was not present at burgh, and Iam very 
glad I was not. I examined the witnesses, and no suggestions were 
made to me. I knew generally what had been done at Hamburgh, 
and I examined the witnesses in to those general facts. 

Mr. RANSOM. I desire to ask the Senator from Wisconsin another 


question. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Well. 

Mr. RANSOM. I desire to ask him if General Butler’s competitor 
for this seat, Mr. Corbin, did not have those witnesses there with him 
for two or three weeks before this examination took place? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. General Butler was under indict- 


ment, and nearly all the democratic witnesses were under indictment. 
A term of the United States circuit and district courts was held in 
Columbia, and these witnesses were subpœnaed there as witnesses 
before the term of the court 


Mr. RANSOM. I would not be guilty of any discourtesy, of course 
not. Ido not desire to cross-examine my friend from Wisconsin. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I am perfectly willing to give you 
all the information I can. 

Mr. RANSOM. But I asked him this question, if these witnesses 
had not been there with Mr. Corbin for two or three weeks before 
their examination? He replies that they had been there as witnesses 
upon some indictment. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. Corbin at that time was the 
district attorney of the United States for the State of South Carolina, 

Mr. RANSOM. Then Mr. Corbin had been there with the wit- 
nesses some two or three weeks ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. Corbin had been there; I did 


not say—— . 

Mr. RANSOM. If I must continue to examine and cross-examine 
the Senator from Wisconsin 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I did not say he had been there 
with the witnesses. The witnesses were there as witnesses before 
the courts, and Mr. Corbin was there as prosecuting officer before the 


courts. 

Mr. WALLACE. Will the Senator from Wisconsin answer me this: 
Does the sworn testimony of General Butler contradict the material 
allegations of this witness ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We shall find out when it is read. We shall get 
down to it by the afternoon. ? 

ee The Senator from Wisconsin will answer that 
question. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I do not think it does. 

Mr. McDONALD. I will ask the Senator from New Hampshire if 
he would object to the testimony of General Butler being read now 
as part of his remarks? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, let us have it in its order. 
= 3 Would he consent to it in justice to General 

nt f 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The proofs put in on the other side come first, 

Mr. MCDONALD. Will you then call for the other testimony? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Perhaps. We shall see what time it is. 

Several Senators. There is plenty of time. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. But let me suggest to my friend the Senator 
from North Carolina that this examination and cross-examination, 
and these inquiries as to what this witness testified and that witness 
testified, show the force of the argament made by the Senators upon 
our side of the Chamber that this evidence itself should be consid- 
ered by the Senate before they are compelled to act upon this case. 
Here is evidence going to show that the man who claims this seat 
obtained it by means of horrible crimes. 

Mr. RANSOM. Mr. President. 

Mr.WADLEIGH. Whether that evidence is contradicted or not 

Mr. RANSOM. Will my friend from New Hampshire allow me to~ 
ask him a question? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. RANSOM. I would ask him if he would convict the humblest 
man who walks the earth for the most trifling crime upon such testi- 
mony when the man was not allowed to cross-examine the witnesses 
and have a fair trial? j 
Pe aonn 42 friend rare Senator as North Carolina 

e question when he puts interroga e 
: Mr. RANSOM. No, sir. š 

Mr. WADLEIGH. He asks me whether I would convict an 
who could not cross-examine the witnesses and have a fair trial. 

Mr. RANSOM. I will put it in this way 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Of course I will say no. 

Mr. RANSOM. I will ask the Senator from New Hampshire if the 
universal rule under English jurisprudence is not that the defendant 
shall cross-examine witnesses produced against him, and ront 
his accusers? 

Mr. DAWES. Not unless he wants to. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President * 

Mr. RANSOM. Lask if that is not a part of our bill of rights ? 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the Senator from North Carolina if he 
has not been struggling all night to have this caso decided without 
giving General Batler an opportunity to reply to these things? 

Mr. RANSOM. Ihave not. On the contrary, we have been here 
for six, seven, and eight months with this case undecided, and South 
Carolina with but one Senator on this floor, asking to have Mr. But- 
ler’s right and claim decided. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not know that the Senator from North Carolina 
had been here all the vacation. Iam glad to understand from his 
lips that he has been so industrious. 

Mr. RANSOM. That is a quibble unworthy of the Senator and un- 
worthy to be addressed to me. The Senator understands very well 
what I meant. The Senator knows very well that these credentials 
were presented here in March last, at the last session of the Senate ; 
we have been here six weeks at this session, and if the Senator still 
knows nothing of this case it is no fault of mine, 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from North Carolina assumes a style of 
speech that is entirely unbecoming his character on this floor. 

Mr. RANSOM. Mr. President 

Mr. HOAR. I have the floor. Ido not yield for an interruption 
in thisstyle. I propose to proceed with my remarks, if I am permitted 
to do sv by the Chair. 


one 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Massachusetts has the | to lay all crimes resulting from your misgovernment at our door. 


oor. 

Mr. HOAR. When the Senator from North Carolina said that we 
had been here eight months, and I called his attention to the fact 
that a large proportion of that time had been a vacation, to which 
both es a , and that we had been here but five or six weeks 
of legislative time, it is a little unbecoming of him to get up and tell 
me that is a quibble, or tell the Senate that it is unworthy of this 
place. The Senator from North Carolina took occasion to observe 
upon a remark, which he says he heard, of mine that this method of 

roceeding was a usual method in 8 investigations, and said 
it was a ge thing to him that investigations of this character 
should ever be entered into where the common law prevails without 
the pona of the persons whose characters may be affected by it to 
confront the witnesses. It isa strange thing that anywhere where 
the common law or the Christian law prevails there should be found 
communities in which outrages of this character, not one, but a hun- 
dred, all over a wide section of country, should prevail, and among 
the members of one large party, and there should not be fonnd one 
man who either will refuse to profit by them, will raise his hand to 
rice r or even in any kind of investigation will report them 

onestly. 

Mr. RANSOM. Mr. President. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Is this out of my time, Mr. President? [Laughter. ] 

* Mr. RANSOM. Is that quite fair? I know the Senator from New 
Hampshire will not exclude my 5 I had the floor by the cour- 
tesy of the Senator from New Hampshire. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts interrupted me. The Senator shakes his head; bnt I say 
that is the fact. He then claimed the floor and would not allow me 
to interrupt him, and he took occasion, in his remarks which he has 
just submitted to the Senate, first to reflect upon my character and 
then to reflect upon the party to which I belong and the section of 
the Union from which I come. 

I should not have alluded to the suggestion made by the Senator 
from Massachusetts to the Senator from Wisconsin, but I could not 
presume that a Senator upon this floor could make an utterance loud 
enough for my ears without his intending that it should be noticed; 
and before I go further let me say once for all to the Senator from 
Massachusetts that when I desire to be instructed as to what is be- 
coming me as a Senator here, I trust I shall have the good sense to 
wok that instruction from other sources than the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Why, Mr. President, when I stated that in no civilized country, and 
certainly in no country where the English common law prevails, could 
the character, the property, or life of any man be affected by a state- 
ment made in his absence and when he had no opportunity of cross- 
examination—when I make that statement in reply to the Senator 
from Massachusetts, is it a fit answer of a Senator from that great 
“State to get up and ask when before did it happen that certain out- 
rages existed in certain sections of this country and found no cen- 
surer and no man who would not profit by the wrongs? Is that an 
answer? Is that the answer of a Massachusetts Senator? Sir, I 
I should do no injustice to my own character as an American citizen, 
as a man who respects the great State which the Senator represents 
on this floor, if 1 said that answer was unbecoming his character and 
unbecoming the character of Massachusetts. Sir, what right has the 
Senator from Massachnsetts to say that no man of the democratic 
Grek and no man of the South has failed to profit by these wrongs? 

the statement true? I say it is not trae. Nothing prevents me 
from using a harsher term to denounce the statement of the Senator 
from Massachusetts but the proprieties of this Chamber. Who of us 
has profited by these wrongs? If I was to tell in this Chamber here 
to-night what we have undergone for the last ten years, there is not 

a hair npon the head of a Senator here who has the impulses of a man 
that Would not stand on end at what we have undergone. Profited 
by such wrongs! 

Wherever committed, they have been known and admitted to be 
wrongs and never palliated. There is not a good man in the southern 
country who has not denounced them. Does not the Senator know that 
my eloquent friend from ee (Mr. LaMar] in the other House 
denounced the affair at Hamburgh? Let the Senator tell me what 
southern man has undertaken to defend a wrong committed upon 
any human being in the Southern States in the last ten years. 

He speaks of whole communities so engaged. Does it become an 
American Senator to throw, I will not say dirt, but calumny, upon 
eight millions of people, upon thirteen great States, upon the sons 
and the daughters of men who have illustrated American history 
with a glory that does not pale before that of Massachusetts herself? 
And if these things are to be denounced, who is responsible for them? 
Here to-day we have witnessed upon the floor of the Senate an as- 
sanlt by a leading republican upon a republican Senator of this body, 
one of yourown men. You say yo ves by your votes he onght to 
be investigated; one of the men that your party put over us. Who 
has had control of the Southern States for the last ten years? The 
republican party. You have had control of them; you have had the 
Army; you have had the Navy; you have had the Treasury; you 
have had the Judiciary; you have had everything in 5 
and then you come here and undertake to lay at our door when our 
hands were tied, when we were shackled, when we could not lift up 
our heads in the land of our fathers—you come here and undertake 


This is what you have done. í 

Mr. President, I do not want to say anything personal. I will not 
say anything personal here. If I could conceive that I had said a 
word unbecoming myself or unjust to the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, I should retract it. I should hold myself a coward it I did 
not do so. If my manner is warm, it is my nature; I cannot help it. 
But let me say to the Senator from Massachusetts that when I see a 
man come here whom I know of my own knowledge to be his and 
my peer; when I see a man come here in whose veins flows the blood 
of Perry—and I need not say who Perry was—when I see a man here, 
according to the admission of all, in whose heart beats the blood of 
Butler of the Palmetto regiment; when I see a nephew here of that 
Butler who was so long the chairman of the Judiciary Committee of 
this Senate—when I see that honored name sought to be torn down 
and degraded unjustly, I must rise and defend it. If my manner is 
warm, I am glad that it is so. I would not permit the character of 
the humblest negro in the Carolinas, I would not allow the character 
of the poorest man that walks this earth to be destroyed by such tes- 
timony as has just been read, and when he had not been heard in his 
own defense; and when I appealed to a Senator from Massachusetts, 
that great cradle of liberty, to stand by these principles, I am morti- 
fied, I am ashamed that he should fail to do it. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I should like to have heard from the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina who has confessed at least 
that this Hamburgh massacre was a matter which received, and I sup- 
pose he did not mean to deny that it deserved, the indignant denun- 
ciation of one of his democratic associates on this floor—whether this 
ar case is not an attempt to profit by the result of that transaction ? 
And I should like to have him tell the Senate who of the party to 
which he belongs, in the State of South Carolina, has done anything 
to bring to punishment the persons who committed that crime? 

Mr. HILL. If the Senator from Maggachusetts is through and the 
Senator from New Hampshire 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I was not through. I supposed I retained the 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire is 
entitled to the floor. ; 

Mr. WADLEIGH. What does the Senator from Georgia wish ? 

Mr. HILL. I wish to ask the Senator’s indulgence a moment if I 


may. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I desire, by the permission of the Senator 
from New Hampshire, to submit to the sense of qustiee of every mem- 
ber of this Senate what this testimony and this discussion has to do 
with any issue between these parties. We are to determine whether 
M. C. Butler or D. T. Corbin has been duly ana legally elected Sen- 
ator from South Carolina. These transactions to which our atten- 
tion has been called occurred long before the election of either took 
place. Nothing in that testimony relates to the constitutional quali- 
fications of either of these gentlemen. Nothing in that testimony 
relates to the manner of their election. Now, I submit to every 
Senator if it has anything to do with the question. The question as 
to whether General Butler or Mr. Corbin is a fit person to be elected 
Senator was a question to be determined by the Legislature of the 


State when they elected. 
Me EDMUN Will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ’ : 


Mr. HILL. Yes. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not ask it in order to be offensive to any 
gentleman, but to put a case to him. It has been stated that this 
testimony affects the candidate for senatorial admission here. I take 
that to be so. Now the 8 I wish to put to the Senator who 
says this has nothing to do with the case is, whether he maintains 
that the constitutional duty and the law of the Senate is that, sup- 
posing Mr. Butler had been tried and convicted of the offense with 
which it is said this testimony charges him—I do not say it does; I 
have not listened to itenongh to know—but I put the ease to him 
whether it would be the duty of the Senate of the United States to 
admit him nevertheless, and that it would be bound by the fact that 
he has been elected by the lawful Legislature. Should we be obliged 
to admit a person who had been convicted of a crime of that kind? 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I have this to say. I will answer the 
question that is before us, and not a case that is not before us. I 
say that Mr. Butler has n convicted of no crime. He has been 
cha in the courts with no erime. He has demanded that the 
charge should be made, over and over again, and the officers of the 
State have informed him that they did not make the charge, because 
there was no evidence to sustain it. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him one question, and that is this: Has not General Butler been 
indicted for a crime? 

Mr. HILL. General Butler has not been indicted. He has asked 
to be indicted, and it has been refused; and a republican solicitor 
informed him that ihe reason why he did not indict him was that the 
evidence was not sufficient. That is the truth. Why is it—no, I will 
not ask, for after witnessing what occurred this morning I cannot be 
surprised at anything here, and I do not intend to become excited. 
I make the legal question, and I desire to confine myself to it. What 
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has the conduct of General Butler to do with this question? Are we 
trying the Hamburgh riot? Are we trying the parties to the Ham- 
burghriot? Are we not trying the question whether he has been 
duly elected Senator by the Legislature of South Carolina which was 
elected subsequent to that riot and whose election of Senator took 
place subsequent to that time? The State of South Carolina by 
that very election has upon his fitness, and I maintain that a 
State has a right to elect a gentleman to this Senate, if she chooses 
to do. so, that some Senators might think not very fit to be elected. 
That is a question for the State. That is not a question for this 
Senate. We are to determine the constitutional qualifications of a 
Senator. Has he been acitizen of the United States nine years; is he 
thirty years of age; has he been elected in the manner prescribed by 
the Constitution and the laws; has he been elected by the a 
at the time and place and in the manner prescribed by the law? These 
are the questions we are to settle here. The issue is not whether 
General Butler is a more fitting man to be elected to the Senate b; 
the State of South Carolina than Mr. Corbin. The question is whic 
has been elected. 

I trust, sir, that this Senate is not to resolve itself into an inquis- 
itorial body to inquire into the moral character of every member thata 
State chooses to send here. There would be no end to that inquiry and 
we cannot tell who would be permitted to take seats. Here, sir, when 
we have a plain legal goession who has been legally elected Senator 
from South Carolina, the Senate is going behind that question to in- 
quire into the private conduct of gentlemen on charges preferred by 
anybody against this gentleman previous to that election. 

Now, sir, one more question and I am done—— 

Mr. WADLEIGH. To me or to the Senator from Massachusetts? 

Mr. HILL. Iam speaking to the President. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I thonght it was a question the Senator spoke 


of. 

Mr. HILL. No, I did not say question; I said “ one more remark” 
or I should have said so. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I am satisfied either way. [Langhter.] 

Mr. HILL. Isay this testimony not only has nothing to do with 
the question before the Senate, nothing to do with the issue made up 
by these parties as to which has been duly elected Senator from 
South Carolina, but I mnst say that after the revelations made by 
the Senator from Wisconsin, I do feel astonished, and I believe the 
country will be shocked. I believe it is a stain upon its civilization 
that a gentleman whom a sovereign State deems worthy to be a Sen- 
ator, and who is claiming a seat, should be assailed by testimony 
which it is confessed was taken with closed doors and the man 
charged with it not allowed to be present and cross-examine. If 
there is one right sacred to Anglo-Saxon history, it is the right to be 
confronted with the witnesses against you, it is the sacred privilege 
of cross-examining those witnesses. Do not tell me that he was fur- 
nished with the testimony and asked what other witnesses might be 
called to contradict it. That is not the question. There is nothing 
more odious in English history than the circumstances which gave 
risë to this constitutional privilege of being confronted with the 
witnesses against you. When all liberty had been trampled under 
foot, it was deemed ne to secure the liberty of the citizen, 
the character of the citizen, and the rights of the citizen, that he 
should never be condemned until he had an opportunity of confront- 
ing the witnesses against him. And the Senate of the United 
States has been treated to a long account given in closed doors, 
three-fourths of it hearsay, another 1 portion of it conjecture, 
belief, suspicion by the witness. I challenge any lawyer to take 
that testimony and point out fifty lines in it that would be admitted 
in a court of justice and held to be legal testimony. There is not 
a justice of the peace in the country that would not exclude nine- 
tenths of that testimony as inadmissible testimony on any ground. 

I have no personal issue with any gentleman, but I do think that 
in the Senate of the United States we should confine our remarks to 
the question at issue; and I do hold that a State has a right to send 
anybody she pleases here who is qualified for the seat nnder the Con- 
stitution; but I understand that if a gentleman has been sent here 
who after he has been elected, especially after he has taken his seat, 
does an unfit act or commits a crime, he may be expelled. Thatis a 
very different question from that of his qualifications for the office 
under the Constitution and the fairness or legality of his election. I 
do say, andI believe I would submit it to the fair candor of every 
man on this floor, that the question about the Hamburgh riot has 
no reference whatever to the admissibility or the qualifications of 
General Butler to a seat on this floor. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, my friend the Senator from 
Georgia makes bis point very clearly, as he always does; and his 
point, as I understand it, is this, that we cannot make inquiries into 
the character of the person whom the Legislature of the State of 
South Carolina selects to represent her on this floor. Now, to this 
in its fullest extent I agree. That is true; but the evidence in this 
case, the evidence which is now being read, is not put in for the pur- 
pose of showing the character of M. C. Butler. It is put in for two 
ri sea one is to convinee members of, the Senate that when this 
evidence is all before the Senate, three volumes of it, when none of 
us have had a chance to see it or to weigh it, when it contains such 
strong testimony showing the circumstances that invalidate, as Mr. 
Corbin claims, the election in two counties of South Carolina, they 


should take time to consider it. It was agreed inthe beginning that 
for this Senate to take this testimony, to go into the merits of this 
case, would take avery much longer time t it would for the case 
2 nt and I am sorry: 

r. MCDONALD. If the Senator will allow me—— 

Mr. WADLEIGH. One moment. I am sorry, Mr. President, that 
after this Senate has decided that this is the tribunal to hear the tes- 
timony and hear the facts, certain members of the Senate are so ex- 
ceedingly anxious that we shall not have any of the testimony or any 
of the facts presented. . 

I 8 Mr. President—and my friend from Indiana will pardon 
me for a moment—to say that another reason why this evidence is 
offered is this: As I said, Mr. Corbin contends that in two counties 
in South Carolina at the last election there was such an enormous 
amount of violence, intimidation, and crime from the date of this 
Hamburgh massacre, which commenced that series of tragedies, up 
to at or about the time of the election, that nobody who wished to 
vote the republican ticket could feel safe in so doing; that the right 
of free, fair election was trampled down; that there was nothing of 
the kind there; that in the language of all the parliamentary writers 
who have ever written on this subject there was no election at all 
because there was no freedom of choice. 

Mr. GORDON. Were not those two counties taken into account in 
9 electoral vote? 

Mr. W LEIGH. I was going on to say that I have had no time 
to examine this case as I desire to do. I went to my friend, the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, a short time ago and inquired of him whether 
without the members from these two counties in which this tragedy 
sng others occurred General Butler could have any claim to a seat 

ere. 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator mean to say that a tragedy occurred 
in either one of the counties to which he has alluded—Edgetield and 
Laurens? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. In the language of the old gentleman who was 
on the witness-stand, I should say it was thar or tharabouts. [Laugh- 
sord It was either in those counties or 

r. HILL. Either there or thereabouts. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It was on the edge of one of the counties. 

Mr. GORDON. How far? 

Mr. WADLEIGH,, I do not know. 

Mr. HILL. An Airely different county. 

Mr. GORDON. Hamburgh is twenty-two miles from Edgefield. 

Mr. CONKLING. In what county is Hamburgh? 

Mr. GORDON. Aiken. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Hamburgh is in Aiken County, and if I re- 
member aright, the State canvassers counted in the vote of Aiken 


County. 
Mr. CONKLING. They counted them in on the electoral ticket, 
but not on the State ticket. , 


Mr. WADLEIGH. Aiken County, I observe on the map before me, 
which I presume to be correct, joins Edgefield County. 

Mr. CONKLING. And was part of it formerly. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. And was formerly, as my friend from New 
Ma suggests, a part of it. Now I will listen to my friend from 

iana. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I was going to ask whether Mr. Corbin, in his 
statement of his case before the committee, which has been read to 
the Senate to-night, raises any objection whatever to the. vote of 
Aiken County, the county in which Hamburgh is situated? I also 
desire to ask whether any report has ever been made to this Senate 
on that testimony ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I sappa that my friend from Indiana knows 
very well that the report has not been made, because as I stated in 
the beginning, I thought part of the anxiety to get this case finished 
was because somebody desired to get through with it before the report 
came in. It has not been finished, I understand. 

Mr. MCDONALD. When was that testimony taken? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I do not know. 

Mr. McDONALD. Nearly one year ago. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, but our friends on the other side have a 
habit of counting as a part of our session the many months that have 
elapsed since we were here in the spring. 

r. HILL. Have they a right to report in vacation ? 

Mr. CONKLING. No, because thé committees did not exist but 
fell in vacation and had no right to sit. That is one reason there was 
no report. 

Mr. McDONALD. Another reason why they did not reach a re- 
port was that it became unnecessary, inasmuch as the electoral com- 
mission settled the question without the testimony. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. What I was going on to say was—and I dislike 
to have these interruptions, because they consume time [laughter] 
that, as I understood it, the evidence in this volume here before usshows 
very clearly that this Hamburgh massacre and other little transac- 
tions of that kind, which my friends now condemn so pointedly, had 
a great deal to do with the fact that in one of these counties they cast 
more than two thousand votes over the whole male population in the 
county; that not only when negroes were to be killed, but when votes 
were to be cast, the citizens of the State from which come my friends 
behind me, some of them bad men, doubtless, rushed over to the 
State of South Carolina for the purpose of helping the democrats 
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to carry that State. My friends, the Senator from North Carolina 
and the Senator from Georgia, manifest, it seems to me, a very un- 
ne degree of excitement over this matter. I see no occasion 
for it whatever. My friend the honorable Senator from North Caro- 
lina—and certainly I have no stronger feelings of friendship toward 
any man on this floor than I have toward him—seems to assume that 
I, in bringing this testimony to the light of day, am making an as- 
sault upon the people of the South. Sir, I mean no such thing and 
I have no such sentiment in my heart. I do not accuse the Senator 
from North Carolina and the Senator from Georgia of being assassins 
or the associates of assassins; but, because they happen to live in 
that part of our country, embracing many thousand square miles, 
known as the South, it does not follow that, when assassinations and 
outrages are committed in the South, I am not to allude to them be- 
cause my friends happen to live there or happen to represent certain 
parts of that country. It has been said here by my friend from Mas- 
sachusetts that no southern man ever condemned these things. That 
is not exactly so. 

Mr. HOAR. It was not what I said. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It was something similar to that; something, 
at least, which was so near it that my friend from North Carolina 
seemed to understand it to be that. But, although I admit that 
there has been on the part of the democrats in this Chamber in for- 
mer times, and wise, no doubt, in their view, a judicious reticence 
in regard to matters of this kind, these matters have been going on 
for years. The Ku-Klux were raiding over the Sonth for years, I 
have no doubt my friend the Senator from North Carolina and my 
friend the Senator from Georgia, whose hearts I believe to beas gen- 
erous and just as those of any men here, condemn those things in the 
South. But it so happens that my friend the Senator from Ohio 
never found time to do it on this floor, that I recollect. 

Mr. THURMAN. If the Senator will allow me to set him right, I 
defy him to show any language ever uttered by man of stronger con- 
demuation of those Ku-Klux ou than has been utte by me 
again and again in this Senate, and by my friend the Senator from 
Delaware who sits nearest to me, [Mr. Bayarp.] It is the Senator's 

_ ignorance that makes him assert what he does. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I have nothing to say in reply 
to that very senatorial suggestion on the of my friend from 
Ohio. I confess that I am not so old as he; st josh public*service 
has not been so long 

Mr. THURMAN. But the Senator alluded to me personally. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. And I am willing to admit that I do not know 
so much as he does; but I am not so ignorant as not to see that the 
condemnation which the Senator from Ohio ks of was rather of 
matters in the abstract than in the concrete. It was always qualified 
by the suggestion that if the things were so and so he had no words 
too strong for condemnation of them; but I never heard from him a 
frank admission that they were so. There was one southern man 
who did say just what I feel in my heart about those outrages, and 
what I felt about them when I went to Louisiana ata much later 
day. There was a southern man who once represented with great 
honor his State in this Senate—a great advocate, a great lawyer, a 
man who went abroad to represent our country at a foreign court. 
He was a democrat. As such and on account of his distinguished, 
his pre-eminent professional ability, he was selected by those men or 
by the friends of those men who were 3 for Ku-Klux 
ontrages in South Carolina to defend them against those charges. 
He went down there and went into the trial; and here and I say it 
to help my friend from North Carolina and my friend from Georgia— 
was a southern man, here was a Maryland man, here was a democrat 
that spoke from his generous heart just what he felt and what every 
man with any heart does feel about these thin Let me read what 
he said in reference to the very case in which 8 acting as coun- 
sel, where as counsel he could admit more than many on this floor as 
Senators can, 

But Mr. Attorney-General has remarked, an 
friend and 3 here to defend, to dee to palliate the corneas har aod 
have been perpetrated in your State by this association of Ku-Klux. He makesa 
great mistake as to both of us. I have listened with unmixed horror to some of 
the testimony which has been brought before you. The ontrages proved are shock- 
ing to humanity; they admit of neither excuse nor justification ; they violate every 
obligation which law and nature impose upon men; they show that the 
engaged were brutes, insensible to the obligations of humanity and religion. The 
day will come, however, if it has not already arrived, when they will deeply lament 
it. Even if justice shall not overtake them, there is one tribunal from which there 
is no escape. It is their own judgment; that tribunal which sits in the breast of 
every living man; that small, still voice that thrills through the heart, the soul of 
the mind, and as it s s gives happiness or torture—the voice of conscience—the 
voice of God. If it has not already spoken to them in tones which have startled 
them to 8 of their conduct, I trust. in the mercy of beaven, that that 
voice will s ore they shall be called above to account for the transactions 
of this world; that it will so speak as to make them penitent; and that, trusting 
in the dispensations of heaven, whose justice is dispensed with mercy, when they 
shall be brought before the bar of their great tribunal, so to speak—that incompre- 
hensible tribunal—there will be found in the fact of their itence, or in thelr 
previons lives, some grounds upon which God may say, on. 

There, Mr. President, was one southern man who occupied a posi- 
tion which required him to defend such outrages, if ever any man 
could be required to defend them, whose obligations as counsel should 
be stronger than any obligations which any of us owe to party, and 
you have heard what he said. I should be delighted to hear ocea- 
sionally from my democratic friends upon this floor some talk of that 
kind. I would have been delighted to-day, if instead of trying to 


stifle this 8 instead of trying to get action and final action 
0 


on this case before this testimony went to the Senate and the public, 
ney had come out and condemned these outrages and uncovered 
em. 

My friends, the Senators from North Carolina and Georgia have 
said very much here about the sacred rights conferred upon men by 
the common law to meet their accusers face to face and have the 
privilege of cross-examination. In that they state what I feel and 
what I believe. But while they say that, how does it happen that 
they have no word of condemnation for outrages such as were popo 
trated at Hambargh? They are swift to condeinn a committee which 
sits with closed doors for reasons which seemed good to it; but they 
have not one whisper to utter against atrocities which would make 
the hardest-hearted man grow pale. Why isit? I will say that as 
a member of one of these investigating committees I have not en- 
forced the rule which our friends in South Carolina seem to have 
enforced, in New Orleans where # a member of an investigating 
committee I took part. Those who were implicated by the evidence 
were allowed to come before the witnesses, and I want to say frank- 
ly here to my friends on the other side that what I saw very strongly 
leads me to believe that the rule adopted in South Carolina was right. 

My friend, the Senator from Alabama, [Me. SpeENCER,] reminds me 
of the fact which did not occur to me, that committees of the other 
branch of Congress sat with closed doors the last winter; but I heard 
so little complaint of it that I had forgotten it. But I was going on to 
say that my own experience in Louisiana Jed me to strongly suspect 
that the rule adopted by the committee which went to South Caro- 
lina was the right rule. I have seen witnesses come upon the stand 
in the face of men who were known to have committed outrages like 
these in their own parishes and be almost paralyzed with fear. I 
would not suffer what I have seen them suffer from terror on the 
stand for all the gold of India, for all the gems that lie in the bosom 
of the earth. I believe that in order to get the trath, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, from witnesses who feel in their 
inmost heart that their own lives and their property and the lives 
and welfare of those who are dear to them depend upon the good- 
will of men whom they are to testify against, they should have tho 
poor privilege of testifying when the overpowering influence of that 
terror does not stand before them in the shape of those whom they 
have known as their go ayer and their tyrants. 

Ihave endeavored, Mr. President, to show that this evidence is 
proper to be read and to be heard, and to be considered by the jenate 

or a two-fold purpose; and I will ask the Clerk to resume the read- 

ing of the testimony of this poor unlettered carpenter of South Caro- 
lina, who, as my friend from Wisconsin tells me, was a man naturally 
of strong intelligence and of the most candid appearance. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
2 You may give the names of any of the others that you can recollect. 

. James Cook, and Ataway, and Anderson Minyon, and Sam. Spencer, Charley 
Griffin, Mortimer Mimms, and I don't know that I can think of the balance; but 
I had the names of all of them. 

2 That letter had no name to it, I suppose? 
No, sir; it had no name to it. 
How did receive it—through the post-office : 
I received it through the post-oifice. 


By Mr. CHRISTIAXCY : 


CF affair . 
That was about three weeks that. 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
How old a man is Harrison Butler? G 
. I should judge that Harrison Butler was about thirty-six or thirty-seven; I 
don't know certain. He is a son of R, J. Butler, 

He said they had a wild man there from Texas who had been 2 people for 
four or five years; they said he was in the Mississippi fracas; and they said he 
eee more than a word and a blow with a man before he would shoot him 

t down. 
Ki Where have you been since the Hamburgh affair? 
. Well, sir, [have been the most of my time in Aiken; T couldn't bly stay 
athome. Whenever I would go home and stay a nicht or two I would have to lay 
out in the woods. My wife would be up there, but in fact I had nothing else in the 
world; I had no furniture, nor nothing; I had to let my wife remain there with her 
mother in Augusta; but since that © I couldn't into Augusta There was 
men over there, on account of that fuss, who expe: to be arrested, and they havo 
sworn to kill me if I ever put my foot there, and my wife would see me, and I 
would lay out in the woods all night. I just laid in the woods regularly from that 
time; I couldn't sleep in the house. 
ab ed of the other colored people of Hamburgh been compelled to lie out 
ew 

A. Oh, yes, sir; there has hardly been a time since that riot until just since the 
district attorney has been down there arresting some. They ea dary probably 
run into their houses now and then since that time and prior to t time; but a 
man darsen't sleep in his house ; he couldn't sleep in his house. 

Did the women and children sleep in the houses, or did they go out too? 
Some few of them had to be up all night. Some of the women have got to 
laying out in the woods. 


By Mr. Curistiancr: 


t while that crowd of armed men were . and 
cs 


We have got to have Sonth Carolina; we have fet 55 55 
ə; s isaw 


1877. 


the redemption of South Carolina.” And they allowed there was no court in South 
Carolina that would try them; that every hundred thelaw run out, and there 
was no law now. They tell it constantl i oe Hamburgh that they ain't 
begun 60 kitl oat what they are going wo Kill y. most all of them around there, 
say they intend to kill me, if I am the last man on earth; and I have received from 
time to time, I reckon, a dozen notes. I have got some now, and I wish I had 
known I would be called in, and I should have ted them. 

. Do you think it safe for you to return to burgh ! 

. No, sir; itis not safe for me to be there, but I am compelled to be there; 
when I am elsew I am on expenses; I haven't been able to make five cents 
since that time; I am afraid to work. 


Lam a boss = by trade. 
Q. Have you heard threats made to colored people since the Hamburgh riot, or 
at F ome daring. the summer ? 
v . 
Q. 8 what the nature of these threats was? 
A. Well, even np to the election and since the election, it bas been usually ex- 
ressed that they were » going to kill out all the radicals, and all those that didn't vote 
e democratic ticket they would kill. They said there would be clubs after the 
election until the next election. and every colored man that didn't join the clubs 
they were going to kill. if they lived in South Carolina. 
You bave heard those threats yourself! 
I have heard them myself time and time again. I have heard men make use 
of it more times than enough, diffurent times. 


Mr. ALLISON, (at one o’clock and ten minutes a, m., Wednesday, 
November 27.) I doubt if there is a quorum of the Senate present. 
I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WHYTE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BRUCE, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Florida, [Mr. Conover.] Were he here, I should vote 
“yea” and he would vote “nay.” 

r. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) The Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Ransom] is ill, and I have paired with him. 

The roll-call being concluded; the result was announced—yeas 25, 
nays 27; as follows: 

EAS Messers. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 

Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaftee, Ch: cy, Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, 
Hoar. Howe, Jones of Nera Kirkwood, McMillan, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, 
Rollins, Sannders, Spencer, Teller, and Wadleigh—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Illinois, Davis of 
West Vi Dennis, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, 
Kernan, Lamar, McDonald, McPherson, 9 Patterson, Randolph, Saulsbury, 
Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—27. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Brace, Conover, Eaton, F. s 
Grover, Hamlin, Ingalls, Johnston, MeCreery, Matthews, Morrimon, Maxey, Mitch. 
ell, Plumb, Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, and Windom—2l, 

So the Senate refused to adjourn, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President 

Mr. CONKLING. Will it be inconvenient for the chairman of the 
committee if I were to make an inquiry of him? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It will not. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, this proceeding opened with a 
statement that it was unobjectionable to discharge the committee 
from the South Carolina case because no disputed fact would be found 
in it. The exact statement was that every fact material to the in- 
guiry had been agreed on in the briefs of the respective parties. The 
reading of testimony during the night has awakened somewhat of 
sensation in the Chamber, not as I believe because the North or the 
South or the East or the West has been referred to. There is a rea- 
son more cogent and pertinent than geographical or sectional feeling 
for the animated exhibition the Senate has witnessed. The reason 
is that Senators have had forced upon them the ugly circumstance 
that there are elements in this case not agreed upon, not even hinted 
at in the briefs, on either side, aiming as they do to state the lawand 
very little of fact. 

The reason is that no Senator can haye looked even only so far as 
I have just now hastily looked into these ponderous pamphlets with- 
out discovering a field of inquiry, of pertinent inquiry, whieh beyond 

uestion does bear upon the subject from which the committee is 
threatened with dischar, I do not mean to assert or even to inti- 
mate now that either of the claimants should be excluded or con- 
demned on this evidence. On the contrary, the few observations I 
purpose are aimed at the question whether these facts or allegations, 
these depositions, have any bearing legally upon the question which 
the Senate is to be summoned to decide whether they have anything 
to do with the proffered claim to a seat, or whether as asserted by 
the Senator from Georgia they are wholly abstract, utterly foreign, 
quite aloof from the real matter before the Senate. I have in my 
hand a paper which professes to give literally a certificate from the 
secretary of state of South Carolina, It is brief. I will read it: 
State OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

Office of Secretary of State: 

T, R. M. Sims, secretary of state, do hereby certify that it appears from the records 
of this office that in determining the number of votes cast at the late general elec- 
tion, held November 7, 1876, the board of State canvassers for South Carolina did 


connt the votes of the counties of Edgefield and Laurens for the presidential elec- 
tors State officers, bnt not for members of the General Assembly. 


Witness my hand and the seal of the State, at Colambia, this 12th day of Novem- 
ber, A. D. 1877, and in the one hundred and second year of Ama Togepi: 
. SIM 


Secretary of State. 
I may assume I think, prima facie, that the board of State canvass- 
ers as here stated held that no votes were cast either in Laurens or in 
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Edgefield deserving to be counted in making up the returns of the 


election of members of the Legislature of South Carolina. I may as- 
sume also, it being so stated in one brief and not denied in the other, 
that the Legislature, or thut body asserting itself to be the isla- 
ture, the house which ther with the senate sent Mr. Corbin here, 
concurred with the board of State canvassers in holding that the pro- 
ceeding which should have been an election both in Edgefield and 
in Laurens had been so perverted, so prostrated by violence and 
fraud, that no election in law or in fact took place on that day in 
either of these two counties, 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the honorable Senator allow me to ask him 
a question on that subject? Is he not aware that the votes of these 
two counties were counted by the board of State canvassers in refer- 
ence to the election for presidential electors and that Mr. Hayes’s 
majority in South Carolina was based upon those votes ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Is that the question ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator could it seems hear me read the 
certificate of the secretary of state without knowing that I was 
aware of the fact; but I could not read the certificate without. 
knowing myself that it declares that the votes of these counties 
were counted for the Leer electors, though not for the State 
officers. My copy of the certificate affirms that for State officers and 
legislative candidates the votes were not counted. The question the 
Senator puts to me invites only an answer which is part of the 
statement I am proceeding to make. Iwas in the act of saying that 
in these two counties it happened that the board of canvassers of 
South Carolina did count the votes for presidential electors, and they 
did count the votes for the State officers, but not for members of tho 
Legislature. 

r. WHYTE. Oh, no; it says here they did not count the votes for 


State officers. 
Will the Senator from New York allow me a 


Mr. PATTERSON, 
moment! 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from New York yield 
to the Senator from South Carolina? 

Mr. CONKLING. To everybody. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I have not lost the floor yet. 
The Senator from New York is speaking out of my time. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I want to state to the Senator that the board 
of canvassers in South Carolina counted all the returns by order of 
the supreme court. The supreme court ordered the State canvassers 
to cast up full returns of all the counties for presidential electors and 
for State officers, and not for members of the islature, because the 
ay bee had the right to do that themselves. 

. CONKLING, Ishould not doubt that a better statement will 
be made by the aid of other Senators thas would come from me alono. 
But still if Senators will forbear I will endeavor to make the facts 
tolerably clear. 

I return to the assertion with which some Senator in his seat took 
issue a moment ago, that they did count the votes in these counties 
not for the presidential electors at least. So this certificate says, The 
Legislature being the gae of the elections, qualifications, and re- 
turns of its members, did not count the votes from th se counties cast 
for the members of the Legislature as the board of canvassers previ- 
ously had for the like purpose not counted them. 

Mr. THURMAN. Yon say the Legislature did not count them? 

Mr. CONKLING. I do say that. 

Mr. MORGAN. Lask the indulgence of the Senator from Nev York 

ain to state the date of the certificate. I inquire as to the date of 
the certificate wich the Senator from New York read 7 

Mr. CONKLING. November 12, 1877. 

Mr. MORGAN. My reason for calling the attention of the Senator 
from New York to the certificate which he was reading was that either 
he or myself is in error as to the contents of the certificate. I may 
read from the same paper or from a different one; I do not know; I 
will read the one which I hold in my hand: 


Sratr or SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Office of Secretary of State: 

I, R. M. Sims, secretary of state, do hereby certify that it appears from the 
records of this office that, in determining the number of votes cast at the last 
general election, held November 7, 1876, the board of State cauva sers for South 
Carolina did count the votes of the counties of Edgefield and Laurens for prosi- 
dential electors and did not count the same for State officers aud members of the 
General Assembly. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the State, at Columbia, this 12th Saros Novem- 
ber, A. D: 1877, and in the one hundred and second year of American Independence, 

[SEAL OF TRE STATE.) R. M. SIMS, 

Sceretary of State. 


Mr. CONKLING, It is the same thing except that the certificate 
read by the Senator affirms that they did not count the votes for 
State officers. This certificate in my hand affirms that they did. 
But, Mr. President, this interruption illustrates the working of con- 
stant interruptions. If the Senator will wait for what I am going to 
say, which will be brief, he will find that if the truth be as his cer- 
tificate imports, it ouly presents in a more glaring light the repug- 
nance and disorder to which I mean to invite attention. If it be true 
not only that the board of canvassers discarded the election in these 
counties not only for members of the Legislature, if it be trne not only 
that the Legislature itself discarded the votes of these counties, but 
that the board of State canvassers discarded these counties also when 
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counting the votes or returns for State officers, it but aggravates the 
condition. There was obviously some t difficulty in these two 
counties in the estimation of the board of State canvassers, and in the 
estimation of the Legislature, because both these two bodies concurred 
in holding that no proceeding had taken place in either of the two 
counties worthy of the name of an election, or entitling the result to 
be counted or returned. 

Mr. GORDON. I dislike very much to interrupt the Senator from 
New York, but I should like to ask him which body he means when 
he designates the Legislature as refusing to count these votes— 
N he means the Legislature which the supreme court recog- 
ni 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator from Georgia will allow me to 
proceed, one of the things I will state will answer his question. The 
uifficulty is, that being unable to state more than one thing ata time, 
it is impossible for me simultaneously to sega the curiosity of all 
the Senators who thinking of various top cs, rise and present them. 
Quite likely the Senator from Georgia could make a simultaneous and 
multitudinous presentation of all these things, so that instantane- 
ously we should hear them all at once, but I cannot do this, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Like Morphy’s playing ten games of chess at 


once. 

Mr. CONKLING. Yes; and, so, in my poor single-footed gait, I 
must proceed. Returning again to the short journey I have several 
times tried to pee the Legislature—and I will state which Legis- 
lature presently—held that in these two counties something not an 
election had transpired, on the day appointed as election day. What 
was the difficulty, and how does it connect itself if at all witha 
pivotal question now in the mind of the Senator from Georgia, namely, 
the question which of two rival bodies was the lawfal Legislature? 
How do these facts connect themselves with that question? 1 will 
state just here, how they so connect themselves. The first rule of 
the Senate of the United States, and it is not found on the brief of 
either contestant, I believe, undertakes to define what a legal quorum 
is, and it affirms that a quorum is not a majority of all the Senators 
who could be elected or who could sit, but it is simply a majority of 
the Senators in point of fact elected and qualified. 41 was held in 
South Carolina that although one hundred and twenty-four members 
was the complement of the Legislature of that State, there had been 
a failure to choose eight of that number, and that instead of one 
hundred and twenty-four having been chosen but one hundred and 
sixteen had been chosen. 

The Legislature from which Mr. Corbin comes proceeded to assert, 
as the rule of this body asserts, that whenever onc-half and one more 
of the members who in trath and in fact had been elected and re- 
turned appeared, a quorum was present in the hall, This result was 
reached by a process of arithmetic. If the eight men apportioned to 
Edgefield and Laurens Counties had not been chosen, if no election 
had occurred, it was easy to conclude that fifty-nine and not sixty- 
three members would constitute a quorum of the house. Finding 
fifty-nine members ghrp holding certificates from the State return- 
ing-board, the clerk of the last house under the statute of South 
Carolina proceeded to conduct the 1 and to call the roll. 
Thereupon a number of members I think it was fifty-three—am I 
right in that? x 

r. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Fifty-seven. 

Mr. CONKLING. Fifty-seven. Members to the number of fifty- 

seven denied that a quorum could be found with only fifty-nine men 

resent, and they withdrew. They took themselves away and estab- 
ished themselves in some other building or close, and there proceeded 
to organize another house as they called it. Senators on both sides 
will admit that a very vital question in this case is whether the legis- 
lative body of which I first spoke was the true and authorized body, 
or whether those who seceded and established themselves elsewhere, 
became the regular and authorized house, The consequence of this 
point all will admit. The question is vital, because if the body of 
which I first spoke, and which pans ete along with the senate, 
the authenticity of which has never, I believe, been disputed, chose 
Mr. Corbin a Senator of the United States—if that body was the 
authorized body, then so far as its derivation is concerned, Corbin’s 
title is beyond question. On the other hand, if it was an unauthor- 
ized body, inchoate, and lifeless, without function or being, it cannot 
send Mr. Corbin here; and, if in truth the scepter of regularity and 
power was in the hands of the rival body, and that body, along with 
the senate, sent General Butler here, Butler’s title in respect of its 
derivation, is beyond question. Obviously, then, how it came to pass 
that neither house had sixty-three members to begin with, is of the 
very gravamen of this inquiry. 


It appears from a cursory reference to these reports that on elec- 
tion day—and it will be appropriate hereafter to remark upon the 
connection, if there isone, between what occurred on election day and 


what had eccurred at Hamburgh, connected, if they are connected, 
by events in the interval—it appears that on election day in Edge- 
field County a very extraordinary.spectacle was seen at the time and 
place appointed for a free and orderly election. To illustrate this, I 
will read first from a memorandum which, I believe, is likely in aday 
or two to become a report to the Senate. I read a statement which, 
as I understand—and one of the Senators from Wisconsin will correct 
me if Ifall into error—is a literal transcript from sworn testimony 
given by one of the witnesses, ora verified report made by an official 


panon It appears in quotations, He is speaking now of election 
y 


Mr. WADLEIGH. What is the name of the witness ? 

Mr. CONKLING. I will turn back and look in a moment, but Iam 
quite unfamiliar with the paper. I took it up first only a moment 
since, and I cannot without further inspection state the names of the 
witnesses, $ 

It was very difficult for me to get through the crowd of horsemen. They wero 
2 in as close as they possibly could be in front of the building, between tho 

r and tho fence. There were from thirty to fifty in front of it. They wore 


about as thick as they could be, and then extended backwards sev S; not 
very dense away from the building. 


To show the condition of things at the same time and place, I take 
up other sworn testimony which has not been read, delivered. if L 
understand aright, by Mr. Butler, that Mr. Butler who is one of the 
claimants for a seat here. He testifies, and I am told that beside 
being present on election day in Edgefield, he was the commander of 
rifle companies or a rifle company. Is that trne? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I am not certain on that point. 

Mr. CONKLING. Iask the chairman of the committecif he knows? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Unfortunately the chairman of the committee 
never saw this document. 

Mr. CONKLING. I am goin to read from testimony taken by a 
committee of the Senate in South Carolina when it was supposed that 
the testimony was to determine among other things who was the 
lawful governor of South Carolina, It was loakan by a committee 
composed of Senators representing both political parties, and some of 
the Senators on the committee will doubtless know, if it is impor- 
tant, the precise official pone held by General Butler. Iunderstand 
he was in command of a rifle company or rifle companies or other 
military organizations. 

Mr. GORDON. Why, Mr. President, the Senator is wholly mis- 
3 There was no rifle company parading there on the day of the 
election. 

Mr. CONKLING. Ab, Mr. President, I have not said anything abont 
Parading. The affair on election day seems to have been not a pa- 


e. 

Mr. GORDON. There was not an armed man there except the 
armed soldiery. 

Mr. CONKLING. There wasverylittleparading there. Aswassaid 
by another, describing a not wholly dissimilar scene it was “ still as 
the breeze and dreadful as the storm.” There was no holiday cavort- 
ing. The transactions of that day meant business; substance not 
show. Now, let us see what General Butler testifies. He knows 
where he was and what he saw. He says: 

I live off a mile from the village, on the road leading to Columbia. I got down to 
the vi about half past six or seven o'clock. Tho polls had boen opon for somo 
time, and the people were in possession of the polls when I got there. 

Again he says: 

While standing there, I told him that I thought the real cause of complaint was 
that the negrocs heretofore generally been in possession of the polls, and kept 
them until one or two o'clock, but that on this occasion the white people had resolved 
to vote, and had got possession of the polls aud proposed to keep them until they 
got through voting. 

That is the difference between an indefinite postponement and a 

tponement to a day certain, in the language of tho rules of the 

nate, It seems that when the black people voted first they kept 

ion of the polls only till one or two o’clock; but this time it 

seems the white people had taken ie and they propaan to 

keep them until they “got through voting.” Let me look to see 
when that was—according to General Butler: 

There was a crowd of colored le who t up to that poll, in fact, 
all of them 2323 No. 1 totbe Was . ad T should ony tha 
there were perhaps from five to six hundred who did not get an op unity to 
vote, not that there was a purpose on the part of the soldiers or the democrats to 
prevent it, but it was simply 8 impossibility for them to do so. They could 
not have voted in the nature of things. 

Aftorward, in the evening, the crowd came into town for the purpose of voting 
at precinct No. 1, about past four— 

It was not so very late in the evening— 
bnt they did not do so, 


They did not vote. 

Here, then, is a statement by General Batler that at this one pre- 
einet where he was, five to six hundred men were not permitted to 
vote. He says it was not in the nature of things. No, sir, it was 
not in the human nature of things that they should vote, and thoy 
did not vote. 

Mr. GORDON. I ask the Senator if that is the only place in the 
county where they could have voted? Were there not ten or twelve 
other places where they could have gone to vote? 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, if the Senator takes me up in 
geography, I shall be like the poor girl who was rejected 

r. GORDON.. That is a very material fact, in geography and 


n also. 

Mr. CONKLING. . I should not dare to enter that 
domain with the Senator, and if even in geography he should take 
me to task I should find myself in the condition of the girl rejected 
on a competitive examination as a eopyist, becanse she could not tell 
the names of the three principal rivers that empty inte the Caspian 


Sea and could not define and locate the isothermal line. [Laughter.] 
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It may be that there were other precincts in the county of Edge- 
field to which these colored citizens might have repai had the 
known of them, and it is possible that they been able to reac 


those distant precincts they would not have been wedged out or tram- 
pled under the hoofs of horses. 

This may be; it may be there were prostan where it would not 
have been according to the nature of things impossible for them to 
vote; but to be convinced of it, I should require something more than 
the map; I should want higher evidence than the fact that there 
were ballot-boxes and election officers in other places; if that be the 
only evidence I should fear that these armed horsemen would have 
proved peripatetic. They might have povoa a movable troop 
going as fast and as far as these poor black men could have gone in 
pursuit of the shadowy hope of being allowed to deposit their ballots. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And on foot. 

Mr. CONKLING. And, as my friend from Vermont says, on foot. 
The black people in South Carolina are not a mounted raco: as a rule 
they do not ride in chariots or on horses. 

m this evidence it appears that General Butler being present, 
and being an actor and participant, was not withont part or lot in 
governing and characterizing and controlling the condition of things 
on election bn 
„understand further that the testimony shows that the massacre 
at Hamburgh opened the 3 of that kind in that campaign. 
The massacre at Hamburgh was the opening horror in a drama of 
blood which extended, with what frequency I am not able to say, in 
the counties of Edgefield and Laurens down to the election day and 
on that day still proceeded with such momentum that nine or ten 
hundred colored voters were terrified from the privilege of deposit- 
ing their ballots, and the so-called election was so far prostrated and 
overthrown that the board of State canvassers and the ture 
concurred in saying that nothing had happened which could be dig- 
nified with the name of an election, that the occasion had been only 
a carnival of violence and wrong. What connection the doings of 
election day had with Hamburgh I am not able detinitely to say. I 
present to the Senate however the statement which I am advised is 
true, that beginning with Hamburgh, and extending on through the 
interval, and never ceasing till eleetion day, disorders, tumults, acts 
of violence and barbarity, terrorism enough to have intimidated men 
not so defenseless and helpless as those against whom these abomi- 
nations were leveled, continued, and were prosecnted, and prosecuted 
for political purposes. The results were wrought out. As I have 
said already these two counties were eliminated altogether in the 
poe branch of the Legislature. Eight men came from Edgefield 
and Laurens. Did they bring certificates of election? No, sir. Did 
they bring the certificate of a court? No, sir. They came bearing a 
paper certified by the clerk of a court which certificate declared 
that it was a transcript of something that appeared on the files as 
the records of that court. The court refused to make an order, or to 
do avy act under which these returns from Edgefield and Laurens 
would be sent to the islature. 

It appears in one of the briefs that the court, although moved, re- 
fused so fareven to sanction the so-called election which occurred; 
but the clerk of the court furnished to some ies a transcript or 
copy of a paper which had been filed, and at the foot of it he put a 
certificate that it was a true copy. Eight men bearing this py of 
a paper came to the State-house and proposed to enter the hall as 
members of the Legislature; but the house said “no.” Under the 
statutes of South Carolina the clerk of the last house survives for 
tho purpose of organization, and it is his duty to receive and put 
upon the roll the names of those bearing the certificate provided by 
law. This transcript of some proceeding in court was not such a 
certificate; it did not resemble it; and they refused to recognize 
these men, grounding their refusal upon the fact that Laurens and 
Edgefield had chosen and had been permitted to choose no one of the 
e ft members by law assigned to them, 

hus the Senate will see that in consequence of these acts of vio- 
lence perpetrated by somebody, countenanced by somebody, such a 
result was produced, and upon that result depends the question which 
one of these two houses, if either, had a legal quorum, and that must 
be decided by ascertaining whether there had in truth been one hun- 
dred and twenty-four or only one hundred and sixteen men elected 
entitled to seats in the house. 

Hinging, as this case ultimately largely must, upon what happened 
in those two counties and on the question whether the election there 
was valid and substantial or null, I submit to the Senate whether 
there is not some legal relationship, some connection between what 
one of these claimants is charged with haying done at Hamburgh 
and again on election day by countenance and sanction and influ- 
ence, and the title or claim he now prefers to aseat, Some principles 
will not be disputed in the case of any claimant,even one wearing such 
proud distinctions as we have heard of in this debate, “a gentleman, 
a gentleman deemed important enough by a soverei tate to be 
talked of for Senator”—and such a personage is entitled to no more 
consideration than the humble man whose testimony has been read 
and who whatever his lot, fate, or color, isa born leader of men. He 
may be unlettered ; he may have been painted black by nature’s 
brush; he may be descended from tiger hunters on the gold coast of 
Africa; but of whatever race he is, no man ever did the acts he re- 
eounts unless he had in him the stuff and metal which constitute 
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í | were presented or the motion was made to swear in the 


primacyamong men. He may not be “a gentleman “ in the estimation 
of the proud and the dominant, but whether he wears robes or rage 
I would sonop his plighted faith with more confidence than I wo 


take the word or the oath of any man, no matter if the blood of all the 
Howards be running in his veins, who was ever, in coldness or in 
passion, accessory before or after the fact, when the defenseless, the 
e the inoffensive, the harmless were brutally shot down as 
this testimony recounts. G plause in the galleries. 

The PRESIDING OFFI ER. (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) Order! 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, what may have been done by one 
of these claimants disconnected with the election and antedating it, 
might become a question, if at all, for lawyers and scholars in their 
profession like my honorable friend from Maryland to discourse upon 
and tell us whether it could be made an objection unless a conviction 
had taken paces England’s history abounds in cases in which it was 
held that if an unlawful act had been committed by one afterwards 
claiming a seat in Parliament and he had been legally convicted and 
the record was produced against him, he was attainted. It was such 
evidence of turpitude, in the language of one of the cases, as the house 
would hear, and hearing would act upon it. 

I will not go into such a supposition. The allegations here are of 
quite another nature. Here is an allegation, not of astray act of vio- 
lence, not of a random or isolated felony to which some claimant 
may be found in some sense to be a party, but the allegation that, 
ern fies to the election, addressed to the decision of the election, 
addressed to the overthrow of the ballot-box, a series of acts were 
committed, in some privity with which—greater or less—it is said one 
of these claimants was. 

If it were alleged against one claiming a seat in the Senate that on 
the day preceding his choice he had gone out and with his own hand 
done anumber of murders, which murders were done upon members of 
the lature who would vote e him, and in consequence of 
their absence a majority was found for him a majority thus produced, 
am I wrong in supposing that such facts would 
when the Senate as to him came to judge of the election, qualification, 
and return of its members? I once heard it argued in the Senate 
that a Senator who sat in yonder seat for three be who presented 
regular credentials, was regularly sworn in, and continued for three 
yeas to act as a Senator, who it turned ont had been chosen on joint 

allot in his State by 51 majority, had in truth all that time been no 
Senator at all, never had been elected, never had been a Senator, was 
from the beginning not a Senator, because it was alleged that proof 
had been discovered of bribes or inducements given to thirteen of that 
body of men who by a majority of 51 had elected him, on the day, at 
the place, and in the manner provided bylaw. I thought that carry- 
ing the doctrine a t way. I heard some Senator to-day refer to 
the case and say that half the Senate was one way. The Senate 
never voted on that question. It always quieted me to believe that 
both halves of the Senate would have been against such a proposi- 
tion, They might have held that the Senate could expel the mem- 
ber by a two-thirds vote, but I never believed that a majority of the 
Senate upon that case would have held that no election had ever 
taken place, and that the man who had been here for three years 
after he was sworn in, had in truth never been a Senator in any legal 
sense, 

But suppose on the threshold of that case when the credentials 
person referred 
to, it had been alleged as matter of inquiry that by bis violence, or by 
violence to which he was privy, or had incited, a number of the mem- 
bers of the Legislature had been removed, a number sufficient to cast 
the die in his favor sufficient to determine his election, and it had 
been so determined, will it be pretended there would or could have 
been a division in the Senate on the question whether inquiry into the 
facts was pertinent and competent? And yet here is an allegation 
not so brief as the one I have supposed; it ins a remove further 
back; but an allegation that one of these claimants was art and 
a een privy, I prefer to say, rather than to use a more familiar 

egal 1 privy to proceedings unlawful, violent, barbarous, 
brutal in the extreme, which proceedings had no motive that any man 
can su t except political effect, and that those proceedings, ushered 
in by the fearful horrors at Hamburgh, repeated t Ives in greater 
or less degree now and then, here and there; and it so happens in these 
two counties in which both the State returning board and the Legisla- 
ture held that the riot of brutal forces had been such as to expel the 
election and overthrow it, and all this supplemented by the fact that 
this very claimant was present himself, apparently the most conspic- 
uous and influential man who was present on election day, observing 
at least, and taking part, to some de; at least, in the culmination 
of that reign of terror which in very presence beat down and 


overthrew the ballot-box. 
ing that this contestant ought to be 


long to the inquiry 


Mr. President, I am not 
condemned on this evidence in any forum—even the forum of public 
curiosity or sentiment. Iam not laboring to show that he is at all 
stained by these occurrences. That is an ultimate question to be 
passed upon, if at all, when the evidence is anena k out, and pre- 
sented to the Senate. I can say, without EEEN Y such eompunetion 
as does not belong to ordinary men, that it would be a very distaste- 
ful duty, shoald I be called upon to affirm by my vote or by my voice 
that I believed General Butler to be in guilty complicity with these 
acts. Certainly I am not arguing that now. Iam simply presenting 
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these considerations to bear, as far as they do bear, upon the preten- 
sion with which this motion was introduced to the Senate, that there 
were no contested facts here, no questions of fact; that everything 
was agreed upon in these two briefs, and, therefore, why not dismiss 
the committee, why not bring it in and have these “ grave and rever- 
end seigniors” express their opinion upon a pure question of law 
arising on the face of the papers, which need not ruffle a feather? 

I cannot believe, were there only a question of law, that it would 
be wise to dispense with the ministration of a committee in such a 
case, I sho not so vote unless by that vote I meant to convict 
the committee of laches, neglect, or mal-proceeding of some kind. 
But when it turns out that all these matters of allegation exist, not 
hid under a bushel, but known very generally abroad in their ont- 
lines—when such turns out to be the case, I cannot believe it is hos- 
tile to the party whose name has thus been mentioned, if, indeed, he 
ean be acquitted of all blame, as I trust he can, I cannot believe it 
is hostile to him to have a committee sit down and sift this evidence 
and call upon him, if they wish to call or he wishes to be called 
upon, to give any explanation or to offer any evidence to resolve all 
doubts and clear up all suspicion. On the other hand, if it is true 
that exoneration cannot be, that there are suspicions, something not 
to be cleared up, then I cannot think it is unkind to the cause of 
quee or the orderly conduct of ings that a committee should 

employed—should be left as it has been already employed—to 
appris the Senate of the truth. 

. WADLEIGH. I should say, Mr. President, that the question 
of my friend, the Senator from New York, can perhaps better be an- 
swered by my friend, the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. CAMERON, ] 
than by myself. As I have once said, this evidence never came to 
my attention at all until within a day or two, and until to-day, this 
evening in fact, I never saw the report from which the Senator from 
New York has read. But I do understand the fact to be (and what 
cursory brief examination I have been able to make of this testimony 
has confirmed me in the belief) that it was as stated by the Senator 
from New York, that the ball was opened, so to speak, the campaign 
was commenced by the atrocious massacre at Hamburgh, which struck 
terror to the republicans in that and the neighboring counties, and 
from that day on up to and at the election there was a series of fright- 
ful outrages which in my belief rendered the election absolutely 
null; and I wonder that there is on this floor ary man, I care not 
what his party relations may be, who can directly or indirectly sanc- 
tion, cover up, excuse, palliate, 
cannot but feel if I were that man that I should be a disgrace to 
human nature itself. I ask, Mr. President, that the Clerk read 

Mr. SPENCER. Will the Senator yield for a motion to adjourn, as 
he must be«weary ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Iwill. Ishould like, however, in this connec- 
tion, and then I will yield, to have the Clerk read a very brief pas- 
sage from the testimony of an Army officer, who appears from this 
passage, which is all I have been able to read, a democrat himself, as 
to the way the election was conducted down there in that equal 
CORRES of South Carolina. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from New Hampshire allow 
me to ask him one question? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Lask him whether he thinks it proper to refer 
a question to a committee that has preju the case, as has evi- 
dently been done by three of the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions this evening ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, in answer to a question of my 
friend, the Senator from Delaware, 1 will say that I have not pre- 


to a hasty conclusion, to shat out from the Senate and the public 
evidence like this, I cannot help thinking that somebody on this floor 
is afraid of the effect that evidence will have upon the Senate and 
upon this country. Ido not believe that a man who comes to this 
body with evidence concerning him and his election to this high 
office such as that which has here been read, much more of which is 
within the of the volumes before us, can be pressed into this 
Chamber in hot haste without revolting the sense of humanity of the 
poopie of this country, their sense of justice, their sense of right, be 
their politics what they may. 

Mr. Clerk, will you read the passage I have marked. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

T can tell that from my own ©: lence. I came down from Sonth 

on my way to Charest on ra poh my wife, who was roll Mag ee 

from New Yor! 


Mr. WADLEIGH. It was in Laurens County that this — ned. 
oe is the testimony of Lieutenant Anderson, of the Uni tates 

rmy. 8 

The Secretary read as follows: 

I had abont an hour and a half or two hours to spare in New , at the junc- 
‘tion of the tworailroads. ow, 5 place 3 r 
„„ aame ha pee a aE any teens ook 


or two thousand — ca’ 
ee the republicans commenced to they would commence to yell, and 
drown the voice of the speaker. I saw no violence at all I was 
dressed in my citizens’ clothes at the time, and paid no attention to them. I went 
with a friend who asked me to dine with him, and after dinner 


valry th 
el 


and got my 


or pass over testimony like this. I | Paddock 


I started to the depot to take the train for Columbia and thence to Charleston. At 
„ mounted Hampton cavalry, with red shirts, 


who rode up me and commenced to give me very abusive ian, I 
didn't Pay any attention to +t, because I didn't think at first that it was intended 
for me. I stationed in Newberry previous to that, and I supposed nearly 


te 
I hadn't thought of polii 
said a word about it. I was simpl og along as a private citizen, 
O T cht man hence eet tatoo 
ride their borses over me and 
endeavored to mx she gency niet etre sero ig ty wc Sp aa l t- 
N rode u ere 
community. and sone 
called “Shoot him! shoot him! the radical son of a bitch,” and all that sort of 
thing, and I just told them tə sail in. Finally, there was a man there who knew 
and „ He told them tuat he n new me 


to the 
Amy they a; 
out 


Isimply relate that to show the general that exists in that 3 


against the 
ena It was „ believe ever existed since the days of 

e martyrs. 

2 Q Aire men here, for the most part, are democrats—nine-tenths of them, 

su 

AE Vine-tenths of them. 

Mr. SPENCER. I now renew my motion. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Let me first saya word. The testimony which 
has just been read from an Army officer, who was apparently known 
as a democrat, shows how the campaign was etara Y on from the time 
of its spening by the Hamburgh massacre up to the day of election, 
when the were obstructed by the Butler cavalry. The riile clubs 
of South Carolina did not feel themselves quite competent even to 
take care of the republican meetings in their State; they imported 
the Sioux Rifle Company from Georgia to help them in the work. T 
will now yield to my friend from Alabama. 

Mr. SPENCER, (at two o’clock and twenty-eight minutes a. m.) 
I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. WHYTE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being taken, resulted—yeas 
26, nays 28; as follows: A 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, — LF ney 
sylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, 

munds, Hoar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Morrill, Oglesby, 
„Rollins, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, and Wadleigh—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Tli- 
nois, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, 
Jones of Florida, Kernan, Lamar, McDonald, McPherson, Morgan, Patterson, Ran- 
dolph, 3 Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—28. 
Ingalls, Johnston, McCreery, Matihews, Maxey, Merrimou, Mitchell Pub, Rar 
po . 5 22 Y, on, „ 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


Findom—19. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr, President, my friend, the Senator from 
Ohio, suggests that I give him a little more reading ; and although I 
sup the Senator might be weary at my remarks, yet, to gratify 
the wishes of my friend, the Senator from Ohio, who is evidently a 
proni deal amused by the treatment of these colored people, I will 

ave a little more of the same sort read. I ask the Clerk now to 
read Harry Mays’s testimony. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Brnee, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
Christiancy, Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, 


Cotumais, S. C., December 18, 1876. 
Harry Mays (colored) sworn and examined. 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
estion. Where do you reside ¢ 
wer. In Hamburgh, South Carolina, 
Q How long have you resided there! 
Nine years. 


Q: What is your business ? 
I work over the river in a store. I am what is called a porter in the store. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
2 By “over the river” you mean in Augusta? 
es, sir. 
By Mr. CAMERON: 
> Where did you live before the 


wart 
I lived about twelve miles from the bridge—in South Carolina. 
Mero you a slavo before the war! 


No, tir; bat T know what T am talking about. 

Q What are your politics; are you republican or democratic t 
republican ticket, sir. 

You U 
Yes, sir. 
Where were you on the 4th of July last? 
I was in Hamburgh. 
Where were you on the 8th of July? 
I was in Hamburgh that day too. 
wid you ever here any converastion with Colenel A, 2. Baier? 

es, sir. 
2 You may state what the first conversation was and when you had it. 

On the 9th day of July I met Colonel A. P. Butler up in his field, on Tuesday, 
ond Sone. a r Well tho aha tee, i sai 6 

rough. © says, “ § white o has m; uj b; 

Jim Cook, an 3 around town, ‘an — 3 ing 
to stand that no longer. We are going to start at Hamburgh, and we are 
clean out the Government from Chamberlain down to the last one in South 
Carolina.” Iasked him, Is this the policy you take to carry the State?” He 
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says, “ Well, you see how we have commenced it, but 
to what you will see before this is over.” I told him, 


ve it up unless you vote the 
none if I have to vote that ticket.” 


you aint seen nothing yet 
“If that is th 


told me. I heard you lost some of your reg 
Then he asked.“ 


thought I would let it go through the legal channel. He . “Oh, I suppose you 
m 


8 to sue the county, then?” I says, “I don't know; if I get anything, I 
wi. | Rot it; and if I don’t I will letit go.” Ho didn’t say anything more after that. 
1 Vas Henry Getzen present at this conversation? 


Q What did he say abont it? 
. He says, “ Harry, I don't believe you done anything actually yourself; but 
you were there among the crowd of niggers, and you knowed all about what was 
going on.” I said, “I knowed nothing abont it.” He said I knowed there had 

paeta ges on. I said, “No; I didn't know nothing abont stealing at 
all.” He I was there among them, and be didn't know why the n't 
accused me, unless it was that I was there among them and was as good as the 
rest of them. He thought they was all mean. 

What did Robert Butler say? 

„Well, ho said just about nearly the same thing. He said the white people 

didn’t intend to be ruled by niggers any longer in this State, and that this year 
be the last that the niggers and Chamberlain would rule.” Them was the 


said, 
have any talk with Harrison Butler on Sunday morning after the 


massacre 

A. Yes, sir; he came down there about the time the dead man was being moved 
on the street. He rode down to my door and I was out on the porch, and he said, 
Harry, bow is it this morning?" I said, “Mighty rough with me.” He said, 
“What's the matter!“ I said, Come up here and look, and you will see what is 
the matter.“ He got off his horse then and started up stairs, but I told him III 
come down to your and walked down and met him on the street, and he talked to 
me and he asked me what did they do to me last night? I said, “They took 
everything in my house—even took all my meat and meal.” He said it was nono 
of the men here that done it, bat it might have been some of the boys from the 
8 I said, I don't know about that. If the boys hadn't started it the boys 
from the factory wouldn't have done what they did, and wouldn't have been 
here.” Then he says, Here's seventy-five cents to get you something to eat to- 
day ;” and I told him I was much obliged to him. 


Mr. EDMUNDS, (at two o'clock and forty minutes a. m.) Mr. 
President, I am very tired. Imove that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. McDONALD. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MITCHELL, (when his name was called.) I am paired for 
the night with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. MERRIMON.] 

The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 28; as follows: 


YEAS—Messvs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsyl- 
vanis, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaifee, Christiancy, yet ee Dorsey, Fd. 
munds, Hoar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, MeMillan, Morrill, Oglesby, 
Paddock, Rollins, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, and Wadleigh—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Tli- 
nois, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, 
Jones of Florida, Kernan, Lamar, McDonald, McPherson, Morgan, Patterson, Ran- 
dolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—28. 

ABSEWT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, 
Ingalls, Johnston, McCreery, Matthews, Maxey, Merrimon, Mitchell, Plumb, Ran- 
som, t, Sharon, and Windom—19. 

So the Senate refused to 5 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. the Senator from New Hampshire 
desire to have the reading continued, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, Mr. President. This is, however, read at 
the request of my friend the Senator from Ohio, who is at this mo- 
ment absent from the Chamber. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The reading had better go on. He will come in 
presently. 

Mr. McDONALD. I suggest that the reading at that point be laid 
aside, and that General Butler's testimony be read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We shall come to that about day after to-mor- 
row. Let us go on with it as it is. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will resume the reading. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

. What did he say about the white people intending to ca; 

He told me on the 8th of July, the day of the fight, this: It looked like 
things was getting too stormy around there. He was 1 aie at my corner, and 
I says, “ Mr. Butler, what is going to be the result here?” He said, * By God, we 
are going to take your guns. I said, Wouldn't the United States Government 
interfere with that?” He said, The United States Government haint got any- 
thing to do with it; and Harry, I tell you one thing, there’s no Constitution now. 
It has been one hundred years since the Declaration of Independence, and the Con- 
stitution is paes out now, and every man can do just as he pleases. Thero is 
nothing to done about it.“ Isaid, ‘then it is a bad country to be 
says, Does you pretend to say there is no law in this State!’ He said. No; 
there's no law in this State or any other State.“ And he said. We are going to 
fet Chamberlain and his crowd out.” I said, How abont Grant? You know he 

President !“. Ho said. By God, we will have him too.” 

Deforo that the water had very high there once, We had a big rain andthe 
river was very high. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 


2 How long before? 
. I think about six weeks. Me and Picksley was sitting on the bridge one day 
and he rode up and asked us what we thought of the weather, and went on talking 


the election ? 


8 He said, “There is going to be hell to pay here in Hamburgh be- 
‘ore long.“ 

2 705 o said that? 

Harrison Butler said that. I said, “What is that.“ 


Mr. PADDOCK. I should like to inquire of the Senator from New 
Hampshire who the General Butler is to whom ‘reference is made by 
this wituess as 7 0 on the dialogue ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I think from what little examination of the 
testimony I have made, that always when “General Butler” is spoken 
of in the testimony it refers to General M. C. Butler, and that Colonel 
E P. Butler is always spoken of by the witnesses as “Colonel But- 

er. - 
Mr. PADDOCK. Is there any other Butler styled “ General!“ 

Mr. WADLEIGH. No. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I understand there is still another, a Mr. A. P. 
Butler, to whom reference is sometimes made. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, that is Colonel Butler. 

Mr. GORDON. I believe that the A. P. Butler, and another Butler 
spoken of in the testimony are not at all related to General Butler. 

Mr. PADDOCK. That is what I should like to inquire. 

Mr. GORDON. They are not related at all in any way. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. So far as that is concerned, I am happy to learn 
that there was not so much iniqnity and so much wickedness in one 
family as would appear from the similarity of name in the testi- 
mony. 

Ma PADDOCK. So am J. $ 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The Clerk will go on. 

The Secretary proceeded to read, as follows: 

By Mr. CAMERON : 
„When did he tell you this ? 


. That was about six weeks before the fight. I said, “What's the matter, Mr. 
Butler?” He says, Well, there's a fellow from Texas here—some two or threo 


He didn't call any of them et arger except Cook, I one, 
How about the Harmony case“ (the case where they were massacred.) He sai: 
he wasn’t there, but they done it and there was a pro; me laid down this year 
for the white le, and if the white people were oing wrong, no matter, they 
were going to kill the colored people; that they had no law. He said, You will 
see how it will be yourselves." Sure enough, it tarned out just as he said, 

Q. Did you see any of the trouble on the 4th of July between Adams's 
company and Butler and Gotzen f 

A. I was about two hundred yards from them. 

Q State what you saw at that time, 

. Mr. Butler was standing on the corner of a wide street, and Mr. Butler and 

Mr. Getzen sent Tom right down towards Nunberger’s store; the company was 
coming up from the end of town. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 


2 You were not one of the company ? 
No, sir. They drove down and got ont and went into the store. Isaw them 
coming back and when they got within about two hundred 13 of the store, ho 
was coming that way and met them and talked a while, but I did not know what 
they said. And the company came on and ho drove off. 


Mr. PADDOCK, (at two o’clock and fifty-five minutes a.m.) I 
should like to ask the Senator from New Hampshire to yield, that I 
may make a motion for a recess. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is right. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I am somewhat reluctant to do that, but I will 
yield in deference to the wishes of my friend. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I know the Senator is anxious to proceed with 
the debate. Nevertheless, I think we should have a recess, I move 
that the Senate take a recess until two o’clock p. m. to-day. 

Mr. McDONALD. On that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
22, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
sylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, C Christiancy, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, 

‘oar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, 
Saunders, and Teller—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of West 
Virginia, Dennis, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Kor- 
nan, Lamar, McDonald, McPherson, Mo „Patterson, Randolph, Sauls! 
Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—27. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Conkling, Davis of Illinois, 
Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Ingalls, Johnston, McCreery, Matthews, ber 
Merrimon, tchell. Morrill, Psumb, Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, Wad- 
leigh, and Windom—24. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire will 


roceed. 
. Mr. WADLEIGH. The Clerk will resume the 5 

Mr. McDONALD. If my friend from New Hampshire will give 
way and allow General Butler’s testimony to be read, either as a part 
of his speech or as a part of my interruption, I shall be very glad. 

Š Mr. EDMUNDS. e shall come to that in the regular way in a few 
Ours. 

Mr. MCDONALD. If we can come to it in a couple of hours, that 
will be ares ees satisfactory. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. My friend the Senator from Indiana seems to 
be afraid of the effect of this testimony, as he insists on our taking 
up one case before we finish another. 

Mr. McDONALD. I think this is er parte testimony. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Iam afraid if we should inject into the testi- 
mony which is now being read different testimony, it would tend to 
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confuse the Senator from Indiana so that he would not know on which 
side to vote. [Laughter.] 
Mr. McDONALD. There is not the least danger of that. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. The Clerk will proceed. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear that testimony, if we can 
have silence. 3 
ev SAULSBURY. We can have testimony read until Saturday 
ht. 
.EDMUNDS. Say Sunday night, I suggest, as it is a good deed. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The r will resume the reading. 
Time is being lost. 
The Secretary resumed the reading, as follows: 
Did you notice whether the company opened to let them through f 
; divided so one y could through, and 
at rt prs Henne and there 2 . ry 


ve ton t was no more 
3 you were in Hamburgh on the 8th of July : 
Q State what yoa saw of the troubles on that day. 
. On the 8th of July, in the morning, Judge nick, from Aiken, was in 
2 Ido not know what he came for; anyhow we got to talking, and I 
said, “Judge”. 


Who was ho? 
Ho ia probate judge in Aiken ; he lives here in Columbia now, I think. 
a white man 
Yes, sir; he isa white man. The crowd commenced getting pretty thick, 
and they had pistols and dou! shot-guns, 


re ere they white men? 
. Yes, sir; they were white men, and on horses. They kept on coming in town, 
more and more, and about one o'clock there was about three hundred men in town. 
My wife was upstairs, and had been in bed sick for eleven months. I went to her 
and said. You have got to go over the river, away from here; I don’t know what 
the result will be here; these men will ravish the women and do everything else.” 
She said, “I ain't able to walk.“ I said, “I will get you a wagon and 8 
out.“ So I sent her ont in the country to some white people's house, where I didn't 
think they would bother her. aro’ and stood about the streets, 
and General Butler rode by. 

This was in the afternoon f 

Yes, sir; late in the evening, and before that, me and Needham O'Bryan went 
down to Rivers's office. I Says, Let us go down and see General Rivers about 
this thing and get him to tch to Governor Chamberlain to help us.” I said, 
“T think there is going to be trouble.” He said, “I will with you.” So we 
went down to Rivers’s office, and he was sitting back behind his table looking 
at his books. I says, General, what is you doing.” He said, “Iam waiting for 

le to come into court.” I says, “If you wait here a while longer they will 
make you jump out of here entirely.” He said, What is the matter!" I said 
there were about four hundred men out there with guns and pistols. He said, “I 
will go out and see.” He got up and went to the corner and when he got there he 
was surprised. He said. hat is all this?” I said, “I don't know. They 
are going to take ene ane away from the armory.” I and him walked around to 
the next corner and there were Mr. General Butler. Butlerrode up to Rivers and 
said, Who is the colonel of this regiment?" Rivers said, Colonel Williams.” 
Butler said, “ Where is he?” Rivers says, At his house, I reckon.” Butler said, 
“I want him.” 

By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 

Who is this Williams? 

John Williams; a colored man. He used to be colonel of the regiment. 
Then General Rivers and General Butler got into a talk. He says, “I want 
guns, and, by God, I have got to have them.” 


By Mr. Cameron: 


Butler said ? 

Yes, sir; to Rivers, and Rivers said, “General, I don't know what to do 
about them ; Tl go up and see the captain and consult with him and see if he says 
to give them up.” Rivers was obliged to do that, I believe, and I don't know what 
would have happened if he hadn't done so. It was no nse to consult anybody about 
giving the guns up. Rivers said, “I must go up and see him and seo what he 
Says. Rivers did go up and see the captain, and I don't know what the arrange- 
ment was or what was said. I know he went to the drill-room, and when he come 
back General Butler said. I will give you half an hour to give up the guns.“ Then 
the intendant of the town asked General Butler would he allow him time to get the 
women and children out of town. He said, By God, half an hour and no longer.” 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
Who was the intendant of the town ? 


W. the 
does tho times look!“ 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
2 Who was Attaway? 
. He was a county 
g Was he a member of this company ! 

Yes, sir; the second lieutenant, I think; I know he was. I went down to 
my house where I lived, on the same street, and I went up stairs and shut myself 
up in the house. Thinks I. Thad better stay here and they won't come in the 
house when itis all shut up.” I went to the window and looked outof the window 
down on the and saw old man Butler. 

That is Robert J. Butler? : 

. Yes, sir; he and Harrison Butler was standing on the corner with 88 
tols in their 


as well 
. that there was a man walk - 

corner, a colored man named Charlie Haden, and Butler sa 
“ Where are you going!” He said he was going about his business, Butler 
By God! you had better go back; if you don't I'll shoot you.” 

By Mr. CARISTIANCY : 

Which Butler was this? 

Old man Robert Butler. So Charlie went back in the yard and got out of the 
way. 
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By Mr. CAMERON: 


yas star that the ô ced on the building. 
Then commenced on 
Sou Snr win poss Koons then tin trees 

My house is right on this corner. [Illustrating.] The square is not very 
TENI UNUDA uilding is on the next corner on the same side. My houso 
and the armory buildirg all front the same way. I could look out of my window 
and see the flash of the guns when they would shoot. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
Was it dark? 
No, sir; not when they first commenced ; that is how I saw so good. 
By Mr. CAMERON: 
Q. State Whether or not there was a large number of armed white men in the 


streets at that time. 
A. At that time there was between nine hundred and a thousand men there; 
about a thousand, T think. 
Q How long did they continue to fire with small-arms? 
They fired with small-arms until about 11 o'clock. 


~ Q What happened next! 


Then I heard a cannon fire, and when I heard that I said, “ Jesus! God! we 
are all done killed!“ I thought they would shoot every house down in town, but 
I says, “I will have to take it as it comes.“ I then slipped off my shoes, easy like, 
and walked across the house so I couldn't be heard, and peeped out of the window. 
The moon was shining as bright as day, and I heard Harrison Butler say, 

niggers and the niggers fired at them. 


they come, and they fired at the Taw 
both fires. 4 


saw 


Mr. PADDOCK, (at three o’clock and twelve minutes a. m.) As 
the Senate looks pretty thin, I su t that there is not a quorum 
present. I should like to have it determined whether there is a quo- 
Tum present or not, 
pane VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll of the 

nate. 

The Secretary called the roll, and, after some little delay, thirty- 
seven Senators answered to their names. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The roll-call shows the presence of a 
quorum. The Senator from New Hampshire will proceed. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Let the Clerk proceed with the reading. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
The negroes fired from the armory? 
No, sir; tho niggers had done come ont and was going across the street, get- 
"$ out of the way ; the white men 1 55 way and the niggers that way. 


They ran away from each ot ber 

Yes, sir. Then I staid in the house and I heard the firing of the cannon. 
The firing from the building ceased when the cannon fired. After the boys went 
across the street the cannon fired, I think, four times. 


By Mr. CAMERON: 


Q Did you notice afterward whether the cannon-shot entered the building? 
. Yes, sir; I had some of the balls in my house. I went down next morning, 
and the balls were all over the hoi good sized balls, between the size of a hen- 
and a turkey-egg—what they call canister, I think. Then they kept continu» 
y firing in the street. 8 they would see a ni gor thoy would shoot at 
him, and would holler, “Here he comes.’ 5 5 got a fellow in Davis Lepfleld's 
yard by the name of Parks, and they fotch him out. There was white men all 
around. Good God! I don't know how many. There was about twenty-five men 
around him, and I think half of them shot him, He fell, I knowed there was a 
colored man killed, but I didn’t know who it was till noxt morning I found it was 
Moses Parks. Th to my house as that „ Pointing.) 


ey killed him as 
The streets are not very wide there. 
Did you notice next morning how many shots were fired into him? 

. No, sir; I didn't. I saw him lying there, but it was such a disgusting thing 
that I didn't want to see it, and turned away. There was another man, Jim Cook, 
and I heard them say, I've got the son of a bitch.“ I heard him holler. I know 
his voice. He said, “Oh, Lord!“ They said, You call on the Lord, you damned 
son of abitch.” And it seemed to me that fifteen or twenty of them shot him then. 
By that time they got done shooting niggers in the street. There was one or two 
that was killed in the street that way. the next man they got was me my- 
self. I was living in the house next to Rivers. There wasa folding-door between 
us. I heard them in Rivers’s house. From the smashing 1 af things and going: 
on I felt pretty bad myself. I thought the next turn would be mine, And sure 
enough. I went and stood in the hall, so as to go out the front door, and when I 
heard them strike the middle door with the butts of their guns I unlocked my door 
and walked out on the porch, and there was about ten or twelve at the foot of the 


ste ey hollered, “ Come down, you damned big son of a bitch.” I said, “I 
haven't done cater A They said, None of you haint done nothing.” Then 
they took me around into this A 
By Mr. Curistiancr: 
4 What ring did they call that? 
I don't know. It was just a ring, and they had a whole l of men there, 
and you couldn't see ou after you got de, You couldn't see among the 
white folks at all. They then had us in the ring. After they me there the 


— 7 had between twenty-tive and thirty of 


of this!“ Isaid, "I 
don't know Attaway, what to think of it.“ He said, Do ad iy think hag! Cake kill 
Yes, I do think so; just so." He said, * Do you think they 
kill me.” Isaid, “I do;” and I said, All you have got to do now is to pray 

to save your soul. Just give u g wifo and children and 7 sa 


else, for they are going to kill you.” And then he hung his head — bores | 
crying, and never a word to me. I was satisfied they would kill him. 


been lies told on him, and they said he was going to kill white 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
2 You heard the threats before? 
. Yes, sir; and I also heard what Harrison Butler said, that the 
to kill Cook and others. Ono of them says, Boys, all get on this 
One of the white men said? 
3 they had about four hundred white men there, 
get on this side of these damned niggers. 


wero going 


os 


si 


and they said, “All 
ai They were all going to get on one sido 


1877. 
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C Saena apiet bahoda] e bly is ook stoma A white man, Bill Robinson, Judge 
Robinson's son, who lives in Augusta—I knew him well—said, " Now, gentlemen, 
Sho Var a ig He kreno dyii peara be said, The way to do is to go and hold @ 


rt-martial, and whatever the court-martial determines you can do, then you 
doi P Abig crowd of them then went off, and I pops ‘Then they 
fo carry sou to Aiken amd put you inatt. Some said. * up here; Rede ing 
to carry you to Aiken 8 tec o, we will start ken, 


cis we will leave them tbe 
hey carried us about imeen yards from where we went the first time, and they 
stopped ua in a ring and all circled about us, and said, “Stop here; and we all sat 


Q. How many colored were there then! 
A. Between twenty-five and thirty—about thirty, I think—and he says—— 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
Who said ? 

7 er eee 
captain over the killin Soy 8 N e 
about so big. {illustrating g with his hands, ] meni een — a pot a EEN 
Bane 1 us—the whole cluster of them together. 


g. and 
and they came back, but Dave athe come. en 
W Sou he was sitting ene by me. Me and 
run,” just so, and Pompey got up and 
darted ont, 9 ee away from 
S Ye: Did a eae oot at him ? 
they shot him right boos ited ‘was Harn but the 1 his 
leg ten — — 5 away. The next one they Hamp 2 ‘© was sick. 
He says, Oh, gen I haven't done nothing.“ The ys, Come out here.“ 
He was a big mulatto fellow—a youn; They took — Peek and I heard the 
guns fire, and the; bat Hamp di t come. The 


Alfred 
was onl 
sick; 
fire, and Spi 
killed. He didn't die then: 
he was killed, and I saw where they had cut 


a big piece of meat from off his 
rump. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. Clerk, the pimensi is not finished at that 
point. It commences n at page 1 
Mr. SAUNDERS, (at three o’clock 20 twenty-five minutes a. m.) 
1 move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
Mr. WHYTE, I ask for the yeas and nays on that motion. 
The yeas and n ars were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
23, nays 27; as follows: 
ak om con of Wi 8 ne e ristiancy, as Da — a ti 
van eron o isconsin, Wes, * 
be Oglesby addock, Rollins, Saun. 


Howe, Jones of tgp owen 
ders, Spencer, Teller, and 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, . Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of West 
V Denn rdon, Harris, 2 Hill, Jones of Florida, Ker - 


nage sas Randolph, Saulsbury, 


So the Senate refused to adjourn 
a WADLEIGH. I ask the Clerk to begin reading again on page 


1 The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
By Mr. CAMERON : 
Weil e how Ass man was mutilated, inj 


Hatchet or Something. ece of flesh cut off of his rum 
Sent pt of with a hatchet e. pecs ori cutin his side heres | to 
chop right between his 


By Mr. eee e 

„That was before he was dead t 

. Oh, yes, sir; oe didn'td t die until the next day at nine —— Well, when they 
got eng with him, 3 — came back to the ring again where he 
was, and one of them Says, “Well, now, I reckon we will turn the rest of these 


ggers 
That was what the whites said? 
Yes, CVT 
all 8 ei epi to kill them all as 
Wo kill them all thero will be nobod left to tell the 


we had better kill 
to do what we havedone. If 
we leave anybody 
make a sure thin 


along straight in that way all the way down, an 
they said, Now, you damn rascals, Te,” 
F 8 


3 8 e- armed man, bi k 3 
side aon e took me off one aide ‘The boys all 
up and started and there was about fifteen men got up 8 8 leveled thcir guns — 
right behind them, So, [indicating, | and some o 3 t choot 
ee ee . — cana they said, By God, God, we don't eg . , and after 
cy got al een feet away they fired or twenty shots, 
Were any of them R ? 2 
that was the last of the ring crowd. 
„ Mr. Roper “ where do you live!” I 
arm. P 
told him, F * 1 pfield's.”” Bays bo. “Go 
on home,” I says, “I can't do it" says, „Why can’t 758 ty “Tam 
He says, “ with 


V men by by mye 


side, and I walked by the side of him, to be sure 
any of them shot at me rot gg: Bopp tees 3 po me, LItook hold of Ms caddie 
3 I got to the next corner and there lay Jim Cooke; and he 
ae bellies too Arpa ow Harry, by God, no see wi © result is 
vama bea tar te people. Says I, “I don't know whet yen 
about.” Says he, “ Have alwa ya voted" 11 says, Yes, I has; I 
Totea tho republican ticket all the time.” He says, Well, oa don't” intend to 
you want to vote it?” And I says, “Tf this fuss is about ehant vote na kind 
of a ticket.” ~ Tf... Sere His name was Jerry 
Gardner; p boys He says, “Now, 5 needn't 
talk that sort of of talk” He was sitt on his horse on the other si the street, 
He ape “ You needn't talk that way, for, by 


common sense.” H 


heres Jim Coo 


that 5 — . — 
you are voting against our interest ; "just so. I says, “I didn't kork 
much phi our interest as to kill a man I had no idea that it was any s such 


going to carry this State, and we intend to do it, if we have to kill every nigger, 
ud this Chamberlain, head of all 


Hina and tha white people don't intend to stand it; so longer, they intend to start 
an itu 

This was the last that any of them said to me about it, and T went on and 

my place where I live. Capin Oper x Is here where you live?” I tol him, 
“Yes, sir.” He says to me, 3 5 for you. I. to-night, 


by 3 being recommended to me, ort he life, and now you can do me a favor, 

am yur tell you what it is.” "Sayal * It is all right, Captain; there ain t noth- 
vs ocean could do that I wouldn for you, for you saved my life.” He sa: 

< „5500 ER D TONIE AEN that yon don't know nobody here to- 

night; yon don’t know soything about this thing at all; around 

there, but you knowed n are unknown ; an 3 

come to get you to go into court to testif or say an ng about calling any bod 

name, you don't know. This time, we will let you off; but next time we 

thing we'll get Now, T will tell yon asa ‘you do meo a favor and don't 


's name; {dont yon own fo them that you do know, and tell them 
ything about it; and if anybody asks oa the ope but you dot 
tell them 5 about it; ‘that you seen tho but you don't 


e asks 
yoe tell them you don't know ; 8 mo: (vt any ane asks 
en he told me good-night. ; 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
Q What condition did yon find your house in when you went back ! 
When I went there, sir, my wife's clothes were Pant out of the bureau, and 
they flung them all over the . As I stepped in I stepped on some of her clothes. 
and “What'’sthis? Same as lexpected.” Everything was torn u Thad 
threo trunks in my house, thre large trunks, and all three of them was roke up. 
ere oc 
2 Yes, sir locked an three of tham was looked, and thoy wae all three broke 
oue and every rag I had was taken out, and one piece of my wife's. She lost all 
her jewelry, watch and chain, and other jewels ; and they taken a gown she vee 
o to be baptized in, bran new had never had it on; t was for her to be 
tized in the second Sunday in August, and they stole it. * B Taney mado 
all her clothes they taken. taken 


up, and they taken that ; was 
and all her jewel 
Pick. Butler sai to me, “T understood they took your EET 


shirt.“ Isaid, “ Yes; they took a pin that 3 

When was that? 

8 of the massacre. Ho say 
I said, “I had one, sir, that was pretty 
I said, “ Yes, sir; it didn't cost me but 
fellers.ever had $65 in their lives.” He 
crowd.” 

By Mr. Merrmon: 


2 What do you mean by that . 
People came from 


I seen you wear a very fine A 
He says, “I heard the; took A” 
snd I don t suppose some of them white 
“Well, it was some of the factory 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
V2 Was the furniture in your house injured ? 
Yes, si r; € was broke up. Tho bedstead—the headboard was split 
pen; the things on the was broke; took all my lamps out of my house; 
wy thea the curtains around the room, but didn’t carry them off, but tore them 
8 spit over my wife's clothes and walked over them; just walked right along 
and spit on them. 


By Mr. MERRIMON : 


2 W what did they do all this mischief for 
Well. they said to me, sir, before it a, that I would see it; that 77 
white people intended to carry ‘this State democratic. That's what Harrison B 


— 2 ee e e „ before, The ‘td 
5 dono killed the men that was lyin that, by 
intended e 


to carry this State; and Iasked Thon he hoy ‘hey intended 
I said, “ Well, if that’s the way 
I'm done voting.” They said, 
ticket.” 

Mr. CHAFFEE, (at three o’clock and forty minutes a. m.) I make 
the point of order that there is not a quorum present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Colorado raises the 
point of order that there is not a quorum t. The Secretary 
will call the roll of the Senate. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Several Senators, (to Mr. MITCHELL, who did not answer to his 
name.) Why do you not answer 7 

Mr. MITCHELL, Mr. President, I am paired. I have no right to 
vote or to be peen either. There was a positive agreement between 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. MERRIMON] and myself that 
we should both go home, He went, and I was not disposed to go. 

Mr. HILL and others. That does not excuse you. 

Mr. MITCHELL, If I break my pair on this, I shall break it on 
other matters. I give notice of that fact, because that was the un- 
derstanding. Ifthe other side desire that I should break the pair 
now, I do it on all matters. 


m are going on. I 


t going to vote no more; 
ou better be 


done unless you vote the democrat 
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Mr. SAULSBURY. Iam in favor of every man exercising his own 
to his actions. 


udgment in regard No example ever has been set 
5 has not been followed. 

Mr. WALLACE. Ido not understand that it is a ion of voting 
now. It is 2 a question of the presence of a majority in the Senate 
in order to make up a quorum. I presume the Senator must answer to 
his name or that he will do so. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I stated precisely what I am willing todo. If 
the Senate orders me to answer, of course I shall answer; and if it is 
insisted that I shall answer after the arrangement I have made with 
the Senator from North Carolina that we both should leave the Sen- 
ate and go home, I shall consider the pair broken. 

5 HILL. The Senator from Oregon will nnderstand that we are 
not insisting upon anything. Still we give our opinion. 

Mr.CHAFFEE. Iobjectto debate unless there is a quorum present. 
é . I desire to inquire whether a quorum have answered 
to their names. f 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is awaiting the report of the 
Secretary. He is calling the roll for that purpose. There is not a 
quorum nt, the Chairis informed, 

Mr, YTE. ThenImove that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed 
to compel the attendance of absent Senators. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maryland, that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to pro- 
cure the attendance of absent Senators. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at-Arms will execute the 
order of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think there are Senators enough 
about the Chamber, but they are asleep, and all that is necessary to 
do is to inform them that their presence is reqni 

Mr. SPENCER. Irise to a point of order. I do not think the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms can compel the attendance of absent Senators. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is the order of the Senate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That is done ander one of the new rules adopted 
at the last session. I helped to make that rule just to meet such an 
5 

Mr. BAYARD. I call for the reading of Rule No. 3. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is aware of it. Does the 
Senator wish it read for the information of the Senate? 

Mr. BAYARD. Yes, sir; I ask that it may be read. 

The VICE-PRESID. The Secretary will read the third rule of 
the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

3. No Senator shall absent himself from the service of the Senate without leave 
of the Senate first obtained. Whenever it shall be ascertained that a quorum is 
a majority of the Senators present may direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to 
request, and, when necessary, to compel, the attendance of the absent Senators ; 
which order shall be determined without debate; and pending its execution, and 
Sei Merger A ranted E er Er motion, except a motion to adjourn, nor debate, 


Mr. MITCHELL. What is the pending question? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. No motion is in order 
to adjourn. 
Mr. MITCHELL, (at three o’clock and fifty minutes a.m.) Then 
I move that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. McDONALD. I ask for the yeas and nays on that motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. GARLAND. Is that motion in order until the Sergeant-at- 
Arms has executed the order of the Senate? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is in order. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President—— 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That motion is not debatable. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I rise to a point of order. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I withdraw my motion for the present. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from Oregon was not 
resent for any purpose a moment ago, and my point is that it is not 
in order for him to make the motion. ; 
Mr. TELLER. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays will be regarded as 
ordered upon that motion. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 4, nays 
26; as follows: 
of P. lIvania, Da’ Teller, and Wadlei 
YEAS—Messrs. Cameron of Pennsy ia, Dawes, et. 


except a motion 


NAYS- Messrs, Bailey, Baya frelon Hi Coke, Davis 1 West 

Denn arlan on, Harris, Herefi ones o. 01 Kernan Lamar, 
McDonald, McP) Morgan, Patterson, iph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voor- 
W. Wh and Withers—26. ph, 


ENT—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Armstrong, Barn Blaine, Booth, Bruce, 
Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, C ing, Conover, Davis 
of Illinois, Dorsey, Eaton, Edmunds, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Hoar, Howe, Ingalls, 
Johnston, N oe — — Matthews, Matey; 
Merrimon, : ao Y, en „Ransom, Rollins, Sargent, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The vote discloses that no quorum is 
resent. 
x Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I move that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
be directed 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order has already been made. 
ath eae We should like to know whether it has been ex- 
ecu 


F TA VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is not aware of the fact that 
as been. 

Mr. WHYTE. The ae is present in the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESID The Chair does not know what report 
w has to make. [The Sergeant-at-Arms communicated with the 

air. 

The t-at-Arms has informed the Chair that he has notified 
the Senators, but has no means of compelling their attendance. 

Mr. THURMAN. I believe one of the new rules applies to this 


case. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The rule has been cited and the order 
made in pursuance of it. The Sergeant-at-Arms has been directed to 
compel the attendance of Senators. That is the order of the Senate. 

Mr. WHYTE. Does the Sergeant-at-Arms report that he has noti- 
fied the absent Senators to attend ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He does. 

n ar WALLACE. Does he make his report in writing to the Clerk’s 
es 

Mr. COCKRELL. And name the Senators? 

Mr. WHYTE. Does he name the Senators who have boen notified 
and refuse to attend? 

Mr. WALLACE. We want it upon the record. 

Mr. WHYTE. Let that report be made and filed of record. 

After a paun, 

Mr. CONKLING, (at four o'clock a. m.) Mr. President, is it in 
order for me to inquire what proceeds now? Ihave been out for a 
few moments. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at-Arms is executing the 
order of the Senate in producing absent Senators. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senate find itself without a quorum? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It has on two votes. 

Mr. WALLACE, I understand that the business before the Senate 
now is obtaining the names of Senators who have been requested to 
attend but have failed to obey the summons of the Sergeant-at-Arms ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Is there such a motion before the Senate? 

Mr. WALLACE. The Sergeant-at-Arms has been requested to 
present the names of Senators who refuse to attend. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, He is now preparing the report. 

Mr. CONKLING. If any business is in order, it is proper for me to 
be heard on that motion, and I submit that I have aright to debate it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair holds that no debate is ia 
order, and no motion is in order except to adjourn. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then I have a right to inquire, in order, by what 
authority less than a quorum the Sergeant-at-Arms is directed to 
spread on the record anything? 

Mr. WHYTE. By the rule of the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. I want to see the rule. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The rule we made at the last session. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It was not the order of the Senate, but 
a suggestion of Senators that he make his report in writing. 

Mr. CONKLING. I object to that, Mr. President, if I have a right 
to, and I believe I have under this rule. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator’s objection will be in order 
when the report shall be presented. 

Mr. CONKLING. I object to TERET except what this rulę calls 
for, and there is nothing here which authorizes the Sergeant-at-Arms 
or anybody else to publish to the country absent Senators. 

Mr. THURMAN. I call the Senator from New York to order. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have a right to submit my point of order to the 
Chair, which I do, and it is that, in the absence of a quorum, no order 
can be made and no proceeding had except either to adjourn or to 
direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to do what this rule specifies; that is 
“to uest, and, when necessary, to compel the attendence of the 
absent Senators, which order shall be determined without debate.” I 
respectfully submit to the Chair that a motion, or a suggestion, or a 
hint that the Se t-at-Arms present any written report or take 
any other proceeding to publish to the country Senators who, from 
i 9 or any other cause, have been compelled to go off now at 
four o’clock in the morning, is not in order under this rule. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, I rise to a point of order. 
no quorum, and debate under this rule is not in order. 

CONKLING. I have submitted that I agree with the Senator; 
nor is a suggestion, or an order to the Sergeant-at-Arms to do any such 
thing in order. 

Mr. WHYTE. The Senate is entitled to hear from the Sergeant-at- 
Arms whether he has executed the order of the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. Unquestionably. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at-Arms is now preparing 
that report, the Chair understands, in his office. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I wish to vote “yea” on the motfn upon which 
the roll-call is proceeding. 

Mr. THURMAN. Was there a call of the Senate, Mr. President? 
I ask that the absentees now be called. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The roll will be again called. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let there be another call of the Senate. I think 
there is a quorum present now, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. 

Mr. THURMAN. It is always in order to find out whether we have 
a quorum. 


There is 
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1 CONKLING. The call has taken place. The Sergeant-at-Arms 
to report. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is it not proper now to call the names of the 
absentees ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks not, 

Mr. GARLAND. Is not the rule that nothing can be done until 
the Sergeant-at-Arms makes his report ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is no such rule. A motion to ad- 
journ is in order. The rule does not provide for any report of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

r.GARLAND. The Senate ordered him to make a report. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The only parliamentary motion now is 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. GARLAND. If he was ordered to make a report I contend that 
that order should be executed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator from Arkansas submit a mo- 
tion to adjourn ? 

Mr. GARLAND. No, sir; and Ido not want the roll called. I want 
the report from the Sergeant-at-Arms which he has been directed to 
make. That, in my opinion, is the regular order; and I submit that 
motion. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is not in order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That is already the order of the Senate. 
The Senate is awaiting the report of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and pend- 
ing that a motion to adjourn is in order, or a suggestion that the roll 

Called. 

Mr. GARLAND, Who has made a motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. CONKLING. We supposed on this side that the Senator from 
Arkansas rose to submit that motion. 

Mr. GARLAND. That side is very much mistaken; the Senator 
from Arkansas submitted no such motion. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator rose, and as no other motion was in 
order I thought he made it. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope the call of the roll will proceed. It is 
obviously the right of the Senate to ascertain at any time whether it 

a quorum. 

Mr. CONKLING, The roll has been called, and it has been ascer- 
tained that there is no quorum. 

Mr. THURMAN. That was some time ago; and now I know there 
isa quorum. The roll-call will disclose the fact. 

Mr. GARLAND. Now, what becomes of the order which has been 
entered that the Sergeant-at-Arms make his report? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Whenever he comes in it will be received, 
if the Senate desires. 

Mr. GARLAND. That is the ruling of the Chair. Then I want to 
know what becomes of that order. 

5 e Sep iar ae The Secretary will proceed with the call 
of the roll. 

The Chief Clerk called the roll; and thirty-seven Senators answered 
to their names. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. A quorum is present. The Senator from 
New Hampshire will p p 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair desires first to understand 
from the Senator from Maryland whether he desires the proceedings 
to be in further? 

one YTE. Yes, sir; I desire to have the report of the Sergeant- 
at-Arms. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at-Arms has placed before 
the Senate a ead which will be read 

Mr. CONKLING. Do I understand the Chair aright to say that a 
quorum is present! 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He is so informed by the Secretary. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then I believe business is in order and it is in 
order for me to rise to a question of order, and I do so not because the 
present instance is of any consequence, the Senate having found itself 
now with a quorum, but for the future it may be important for us to 
know how the new rule as it is called o tes upon the Senate. I 
submit to the Chair that this pooto gis not warranted by any rule 
that ever prevailed in the ate, and certainly not by this rule 
which I hold in my hand. A question under the rule was raised by 
some Senator, —I was out at the time and do not know by whom,—a 
eall of the roll disclosed the absence of a quorum. Thereupon but 
two motions by any possibility were in order. One was a motion to 
adjourn. Thatwas not made. The other was a motion that the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms request, or perhaps it was to “compel, if necessary, the 
attendancé of absent members” which the rule says „shall be deter- 
mined without debate.” 

That order was passed. Under that order the roll was called, I 
am told by Senators who were here. On the call of the roll it turned 
out that a quorum was not present and the Sergeant-at-Arms pro- 
ceeded to notify absent Senators. Several Senators came in, I among 

others; and then, on the suggestion of the Senator from Ohio, the 
roll was called again, haying once been called and fully called and 
the fact discl that there was no quorum and the Rareeant at: 
Arms was directed to make a report of the absentees. The roll was 
called again, and now the Chair announces that the fact is that a 
quorum is present. 

Just look at the condition of this proceeding. What has become 
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of the prior order? Certainly it is not in order to proceed now be- 
cause a quorum is present and the rule permits the proceeding to 
take place only in the absence of a quorum. Thus we have the order 
of the Senate fully executed, the Sergeant-at-Arms waiting to make 
his report, but in the mean time on a fresh roll-call at the sugges- 
tion of the Senatòr from Ohio a quorum is found present, and the 
Senate has on its hands a partly executed order which a quorum has 
no power in the world to execute or to do anything about, because 
the rule says that that power obtains only “ whenever it shall be 
ascertained that a quorum is not present.” <A fresh 33 has 
now ascertained that a quorum is present, and here is this unexecuted 
order which, according to the rules with which the Chair is very 
familiar in the other ouse, as here, must be disposed of in some way 
or other. Ordinarily when Senators have been invited to come in, 
they come in and appear, and in that way, not by a fresh roll-call, it 
turns out a quorum is present, and then a motion is customarily 
made to dispense with further proceedings under the call. Now, are 
we to dispense with further proceedings under the call? The call 
under which this proceeding took place has been superseded by 
another call, and that call reveals the presence of a quorum, and thus 
the rule and the proceeding is thrown I submit into utter disorder. 

Mr. WITHERS. I submit to the Senator by what process is it 
possible to ascertain whether a quorum is present except by calling 
the roll the second or third time or a dozen times if necessary! 

Mr. CONKLING. The rule provides that the roll shall be called as 
it was called in this case. 

Mr. WITHERS. Precisely. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then it provides that in one event and only in 
one event, namely the absence of a quorum, this order shall be made. 
That was done. In place of the Sergeant-at-Arms reporting and the 
Senate proceeding under that call, a fresh roll-call was demanded 
and a fresh roll-call has taken place, and that reveals the presence 
of a quorum. 

Mr. WITHERS. Precisely; and in a proper 3 mode. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is the opinion of the Senator f 

Mr. WITHERS. It is. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to know whether the Senator ever 
happened in the Senate before to witness such a proceeding as this. 

Mr. WITHERS. No, sir; I never did in this Senate, but I often 
did in other deliberative bodies which were subject to the same rules. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator has not seen it here, and he has 
Koen here some time. I have been here some time, and have not seen 
it here. 

Mr. WHYTE. The new rule governs the case. 

Mr. CONKLING. The new rule, I remind the Senator from Mary- 
land, makes no change whatever, material to this point. The change 
made by the new rule is the introduction of the words, “and, when 
necessary, to compel.” That does not change at all the bearings of 
the rule which I am now discussing. The point is that this rule is 
applicable, and applicable only to the absence of a quorum. 

Mr. THURMAN, Will my friend let me ask him a question f 

Mr. CONKLING. Several. 

Mr. THURMAN. Suppose the Ser; t-at-Arms were now to bring 
in a Senator in custody, (for 1 ing means bringing in in cus- 
tody, if it means anything,) would the fact that there was a quorum 
here deprive us of any right to say what should be done with that 
member who was brought here in custody: whether he should be 
censured, or confined, or how dealt with? 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator were to be brought here in cus- 
tody, it would arouse my indignation to such an extent that I should 
not be prepared to say what should be done; but if some Senator 
that I could endure to see brought in should be brought in under 
such circumstances, I submit to the Chair that the proceeding would 
be this: the Senator comes in and answers as the Senator from Rhode 
Island [Mr. ANTHONY] did, not by a fresh call of the roll, but he 
comes in to address the Chair and says “Iam here.” That he has a 
right to do, not on a new roll-call, but on the old roll-call. That is 
executing that order. The Sergeant-at-Arms has invited him and 
he has come in; but the Senator from Ohio suggests that as a fresh 
8 the roll be called again. Now just see for one moment 
to what this proceeding would reduce a parliamentary body. If a 
half-dozen Senators were to step out from time to time by accident 
or design, this calling of rolls might go on eternally and you would 
never get to an end, whereas the rule means pa the roll shall be 
called, that if that call reveals the absence of a quorum the body 
shall either adjourn or shall make the order which was made here 
and that that order shall be executed. When it is executed and a 
quorum is being brought in, undoubtedly it is in order to move, (as 
you can make any other parliamentary motion a quorum being 8 
ent, ) that further proceedings under the call be dispensed with. Then 
the body finds itself with a quoram. 

Now, this proceeding supersedes entirely what took place before the 
Sergeant-at-Arms has any right, Isubmit, to make any report, and there 
is no mode of ap tac ba that prior proceeding, except to say that 
by soother; and, as I think, irregular proceeding, it has been super- 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, there is another part of this rule 
which we have had practically in operation here within the last half 
hour that I think entirely disposes of the objection raised by the Sen- 
ator from New York, that there is anything in the calling or recall- 
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ing of the roll that tends to confuse the business of the body. The 
e directs that— 


A of the Senators t may direct the t- at- Arms to request, 
N si g „ atten of the ee 8 order 
shall be determ without debate; and, pending its execution, and until a quorum 


shall be present—— - 

Mr. CONKLING. “ And until.” 

Mr. BAYARD. “ And until a quorum shall be present, no motion, 
except a motion to adjourn, nor debate, shall be in order.” 

After the majority of the Senators present had directed the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to request the attendance of absent Senators, some 
one moved to adjourn. There had been previously a call of the roll, 
which disclosed the absence of a quorum. After the order had been 
made to the Sergeant-at-Arms to request the attendance of absent 
members, a motion was made to adjourn, and on that the yeas and 
nays were called, which disclosed still the absence of a quoram, So 
I say that under the rule it should not be strictly in order to have a 
repeated call of the roll. A motion to adjourn would test by yeas 
and nays the presence of the number of Senators requisite; so that 
no aap EA pe could come in that way; and I have not been able to 
see how confusion should arise from any motion before the Senate to 
ascertain the number of persons present to conduct its business ac- 
cording to its rules; but the duplication of the call could be readily 
supplied, and a test of the number of those present practically had 
by a motion to adjourn, which was put here. 

Mr. CONKLING. The rule provides for it. 

Mr. BAYARD. The rule provides for it, and under the rule the 
roll was called, and so now it can be ascertained in the same way if 
that were the only method; but I do not think it is. 

Mr. CONKLING. Now, Mr. President, just there, to add only a 
word: my point can be stated fully on the part of the rule which the 
Senator from Delaware has read: 

And pending its execution— 

That is, the order to the Sergeant-at-Arms— 

And until a quorum shall be no motion, except a motion to nor 
debate, shall bein order, — ae span; 

In place of that rule having been observed, pending that order, 
and in spite of this rule, a motion or suggestion is made by a Senator 
that the roll be called over again; and when it is called it turns out 
that there is a quorum present, and this other order which has been 
made is in a predicament which I do not altogether understand, but 
in some way it is supposed to be superseded by this fresh proceeding, 
which the rule forbids, if I can understand the meaning of the lan- 


ak WITHERS. I would inquire of the Senator from New York 
by what procedure in his opinion is the presence of a quoram to be 
ascertained, It having once been demonstrated that a quorum is not 
present, and the Sergeant-at-Arms having been directed to invite or 
compel the presence of absentees, pending the execution of this order, 
the Senator from New York says, and until a quorum shall be present, 
no motion except a motion to adjourn shall be in order. How is it 
possible to ascertain the presence of that quoram? Is it not perfectly 
competent for the presiding officer upon motion or upon his own 
volition to order a call of the absentees in order to ascertain the fact 
whether a quorum is present or not. If that be not the procedure, 
by what process does the Senator propose to ascertain the fact? 

Mr. CONKLING, Why, Mr. President, whether it would be in 
order if the Sergeant-at- reported A, B, C, and D were absent, 
to call those absentees, is another question. The proposition I am 
combating is that it is in order to have afresh roll-call de novo. Now, 
the Senator asks me how you are to ascertain the presence of a quo- 
rum, Inthe way in which he and I have so often seen it ascertained, 
in the way illustrated here this evening by the Senator from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. ANrHONY,] who being invited or informed came in, rose 
in his place, addressed the Chair, and answered. Hoe is marked on 
the roll-call. On which roll-call? The original roll-call—— 

Mr. WITHERS. That is the roll-call of absentees though, at last. 

Mr, CONKLING. It is a part of the original roll-call. He gets up 
and notes his presence, The thing I am combating is that dispens- 
ing with that roll-call entirely, and in spite of this rule, a new pro- 
alig is invented and set on foot. I say that is not within the 

e. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I do not know but that the time 
of the Senate might as well be occupied with this matter as with any 
other; but really it does seem to me that the only reason in the world 
why this question is mooted is that the Senator from New York wants 
to give some variety to the proceedings. I cannot see anything else. 

Mr. President, you have often noticed that in the deepest of Shakes- 
peare’s tragedies, those which excite our emotions and stir our hearts 
to their utmost depths, there is a comic scene. Itis not all tragedy. 
It is tragedy and comedy intermixed. 

Mr. E ote ph hig ees ah bodky e gat et (Ae Shakes- 
peare. ill the Senator point out the passage ughter. 

Mr. THURMAN. I abaula; with great pleasure, but ne frend from 
Vermont, who feeds on poetry morning, noon, and night, does not 
need me to point out any poetry to him. That is the only reason I 


can think of for the Senator from New York at four o’clock in the 
morning introducing this subject which he has brought to the atten- 
tion of the Senate. Mr. President, I have a very few words to say in 
reply to that. 


In the first place, I say that there is not one minute in the day when 
the Senate is in session that it is not in order to ascertain whether a 
8 is present, and that no rule can exist, or does exist, or ever 

id exist in any legislative body which prevented the ascertainment 
of that fact at any moment of the day. I could have got up and asked 
2 Mr. President, to stand and count the Senate. It would have 

n within your discretion whether to do it or not. It would have 
been a perfectly proper request for me to make, If I had made a 
motion it would have been perfectly proper for you to say “ I cannot 
put that motion now, because on the last call of the Senate there was 
not a quorum present. I cannot put it until I ascertain that there is 
a quorum, and I will ascertain that by counting the Senate.” 

r. CONKLING, ‘The rule says he shall not. 

Mr. THURMAN. No; it does not say any such thing. 

Mr. CONKLING. Read the second rule. That rule says: 

If. either at the commencement of any daily session of the Senate, or at any time 
8 its daily sessions, s question shall be raised by any Senator as to the pres- 
ence of a quorum, the Presi Officer shall forthwith direct the Secretary to call 
the roll of Senators, and shall announce the result to the Senate; and these proceed- 
ings shall be without debate. 

Mr. THURMAN. To be sure it does. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator says he has a right to ask that the 
Senate be counted. 

Mr. THURMAN. To be sure it does say that; but that is not the 
only right the Chair has. The Chair would have had a perfect right, 
without any request from a Senator, without any request whatsoever, 
or without any question whatever being made, to have said, if I had 
made that motion, “I will not put that motion until I ascertain 
whether there is a quoram Why, sir, I can recollect in the olden 
times—and I donot like to talk about the olden times for it makes me 
old—that the President of the Senate refused to let the Chaplain utter 
his daily prayer, refused to call the Senate to order until he had stood 
at your desk and counted and seen that there was a quorum. 

Mr. CONKLING. The rule provided for that. 

Mr. THURMAN. No; but those who recollect when William R. 
King, of Alabama, was President of the Senate will remember that 
he never would call the Senate to order until he saw that there was 
a quorum. 

fr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator, then, how it could possi- 
yy vena’ if a quorum did not appear that the Senate would be called 

order 

Mr. THURMAN, He never would call the Senate to order until 
there was a quorum. ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes; butsuppose that did not happen, how would 
he have ruled it? 

Mr. THURMAN. That case never did happen. That is sufficient 
reason. Let us see now has it happened? Here is this very rule 
which says: . 

A majority of the Senators present may direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to request, 


and, when ect to compel, the attendance of the absent Senators, which order 
shall be de’ ad without debate. 


Now, suppose this order had been made on the Sergeant-at-Arms to 
uest the attendance of absentees, and that would have been the 
only order we could have made prior to this new rule. Under the 
old practice no other order ever was made; the Senate could not 
compel the attendance of an absent Senator; at least, it never as- 
sumed to do it. All it ever assumed to do was to request him. Sup- 
pose the first order had been made here that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
should request the attendance of absent Senators, would it not be 
right to receive his report that he had made that request? Would 
it not be right for him to report that he had requested the Senator 
from New York to attend and that the Senator from New York had 
told him he would not attend? 

Mr. CONKLING. That is not a supposable case. 

Mr. THURMAN. It is asupposable case. Would it not have been 
his right to so report, and would not the Senate have a right to that 
fact before it in order to determine whether it would compel his at- 
tendance? And does not that show conclusively that those who are 
pore DAYN a right to a report from the Sergeant-at-Arms of his pro- 
ceedings 


ain, sir, suppose that the Sergeant-at-Arms reports,“ I have gone 
iene the order of the Senate,” which was to compel the POPA tase: 
of Senators, “and I find Mr. A B sick and Mr. C D sick and Mr. E 
F sick ;” is not that a proper return for him to make in order that 
the Senate may know what it will do in those cases? Why, Mr. 
President, it will not do at all to say that there is anything abnormal 
about this business. The great object of the Senate is to havea 
quorum to do business, and whenever that fact can be ascertained, 
whether by a new call or whether by the President of the Senate 
bag tase, t e Senate, it is perfectly right and proper to do it. 
5 a MUNDS. May I ask the Senator a question before he sits 

own 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I call the attention of my honorable friend from. 


Ohio to page 37 of the book he has, section 5 of article 1 of the Con- 
stitution : 

Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its 
own members, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business ; 
but a smaller number may len from day to day, and may be authorized to com- 
pel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalties 
as each House may provide. 
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Now, what I wish to ask the honorable Senator is where each House 
is to get that authority which the Constitution says it may be author- 
ized to exercise. Another clause of the Constitution says that Con- 


gress shall have power to pass all laws necessary to give due execution 
to all the provisions of the Constitution. I submit to my honorable 
friend’s judgment, and in all seriousness, whether, without an act of 
Congress which shall provide for the two Houses exercising this power 
of depriving a citizen of hfs liberty, sick or well, there is any author- 
ity in either body to do it by any rule, because a temporary order is 
a rule for the occasion. My question is whether either House by a 
standing or temporary rule has the power to compel, that is to say, to 
arrest a member and bring him in—because that is compulsory—with- 
out the authority of an act of Congress to provide for it. 

Mr. THURMAN. I will answer the question. I answer it by say- 
ing that these words, “as each House may provide,” apply as well to 
the words, “may be authorized” as they do to every other part of this 
section of the Constitution. and each House provides for itself. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is the Senator quite sure that that is the true 
construction ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I will not say that I am if the Senator says it is 
not so. On a legal question I am never quite sure when he dissents 
from me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not dissent. I only wish to get the Senator's 
opinion on the record. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is my idea about it, and I think there 
cannot be any reasonable doubt about it. The reason why heretofore 
there has never been any authority to compel the attendance of a 
Senator has been from the fact that the Senate never, until this third 
rule was passed, authorized any such thing to be done. The House 
of Representatives did it long ago, and compelled attendance, and 
did it without any act of Congress; and nothing is more common 
there than for members to come in and give their excuse, and be ex- 
cused for their non-attendance, and without any act of Congress at 
all. That bas been the interpretation of this clause of the Constitu- 
tion from the beginning, I think, and 8 it is the interpreta- 
tion which I should have placed upon it, for I never believed and 
cannot believe that either House would agree that the other House 
should in any mannerinterfere with or regulate its rules in regard to 
compelling the attendance of its own members, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course not. Neither House can control the 
other; but everybody knows that each House has, in the sense of 
law-enacting, regulated the proceedings of the other. Every step in 
the Honse of Representatives in respect to contested elections, as I 
understand from the statute—I am not appealing to their proceed- 
ings—is os as 75 by statute, the methods of proof, and so forth. 

Nr. HILL. Allow me to suggest that this is not a question of leg- 
islation. This is 8 a question of lating the proceedings of 
this body, with which the other House nothing to do and can 
have nothing to do. The Constitution provides that each House 
shall adopt its own rules to regulate . I do not give 
the exact language, but the substance. This is a rule for the govern- 
ment of this body, to regulate its own proceedings. This House has 
adopted a rule to regulate proceedings in the matter of the absence 
of a quorum, and the rule is that it may direct the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to request, or, if necessary, to compel, the attendance of the absent 
Senators. That is the rule of this House and that is the authority. 
The authority comes from this Senate, and I presume the Senator 
from Vermont would not say that is a subject of legislation, but sim- 
ply a rule for the government of this body. Here is the clause: 


Each House may determine the rales of its proceedings, punish its members for 
disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thi expel a member. 


This is simply a question of behavior; this is simply a question of 
order; this is simply a question of the proceedings of this body, and 
this body has absolute authority under the Constitution to adopt its 
own rules on this subject, and I must say that I do not think the 
Senator from Vermont can assert or will pretend to assert that we 
must a law and submit it to the other House and to the Presi- 
dent for his approval, providing what rules we shall adopt for the 
government of this House. o have a right, it is an absolute right, 
to adopt our own rules for the government of this pody ansann ask- 
ing any other body’s permission, or nom, any other s concur- 
rence, or asking the approval of the other House or of the Executive. 
It is none of their business. It is not a question of legislation but 


simply of the order of proceeding. 

I will say while I am up that ali rules have to be executed in some 
intelligent männer. It does appear to me, I will say frankly, that 
when it is ascertained that a quorum is not present, the members 
who are less than a quoram may order the Sergeant-at-Arms to com- 

lor request the attendance of absent members, I think it would 

a proper rule, and I think it is the parlimentary rule to call the 
roll of the absentees to ascertain who is absent and to furnish the 
Sergeant-at-Arms with that list of absent names and tell him to take 
those names and compel their attendance; and I think that as he 
brings them in one by one, singly or in platoon thoy ought to render 
an excuse, and as they render their excuse they are recognized as 


r and you do in that way ascertain whether there is a quorum. 
his I think would be the regular course of procedure. I think that 
is the parlimentary method, because how can the Sergeant-at-Arms 
know whom to bring in? He is not presumed to be a member of 


the body; he must have information from those who are here as to 
who is absent, and he takes that as a list of absentees and he goes to 
execute the order, and he brings them in until we get a quorum. 

I do not see that the Senator from New York can take anything by 
his 7 of order, because the offense is committed ust the rules 
of Senate whenever Senators are absent without leave. 

Mr. CONKLING. If tbe Senator from Georgia will allow me a 
moment, I do not wish if I can to take anything by my point. A 
quorum is present; and I commenced by saying that in this instance 
it was practically unimportant; but I was led to the discovery from 
the Senator’s remarks that he is able to see perhaps more vividly 
than I am how in future it may be important whether the rule is as . 
he has stated it—and I agree with him entirely—or whether it is that 
any Senator who chooses can get up and su another roll-call, 
and in that way involve and supersede the previous p g 80 as 
to let out every Senator who chose to absent himself on the previous 
roll-call simply by his orang in and answering. 

r. HILL. I conenr with the Senator from New York that it 
would be more regular to do what he and I think would be the proper 
way of doing, but the question is what the effect of the second call 
“fe BECK. Mr. Presid I 1 in I 

e ident, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
want to know what the question is before the Senate? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is not aware, 

Mr. BECK. Then I object to all this talk. 

Mr. HILL. I was simply going to read 

Mr. BECK. I object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Kentucky objects to 
further discussion, there being no question before the Senate, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is there no question at all before the Senate? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is not aware that there is any 
question except the amendment proposed bg ow Senator from Ore- 
gon [Mr. MITCHELL] to the resolution of the Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. 

URMAN, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Chair be kind enough to have that 
amendment reported? I think I have the floor now. 

Mr. WITHERS. I ask if the debate did not arise on the propo- 
sition that the Se nt-at-Arms make his report? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Chair was not aware of that. The 
Chair understood the Senator from New York, when he came in, to 
object to this entire proceeding from the nning. 

r. CONKLING. If by that the Chair means the Sere of 
starting a fresh roll-call, and abandoning the previous call, I did so 
object; and I ventured to call the attention of the Chair and of the 
Senate to it for the future. It has passed 8 for this time; 
but I simply wanted to state, as I thought it was well to do, my un- 
derstanding of thisrule, to the end that at some time when it becomes 
material we should not be in confusion about our practice. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair sapere the situation to be 
this: the last roll-call, which was regular and permissible at all times, 
as the Senator from Ohio has justly remarked, under the second rule 
of the Senate, disclosed the fact that there was a quorum present. It 
remains now for the Senate to determine what disposition shall be 
made of the Senators who were absent on the previous roll-call. That 
is for the Senate to determine, and not for the Chair, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that point, I move, in order to explain my 
position, that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to bring in the other 
absentees, great and small, black and white—all but the sick—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order has already been made. 

Mr. HILL.. Mr. President, Irise toa point of order. As the Sena- 
tor is himself a prisoner at the bar of the Senate, what right has he 
to make a motion? [Langhter.] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no official intimation of that fact, Mr. 
President, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair has no official knowledge of 
such a fact. 

My ep eect The Senator has been arraigned for disobedience to the 
na 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Senator from Vermont has the floor. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I should like to inquire what the exact question 
before the Senate now is? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheSenator from Vermont made a motion. 

Mr EDMUNDS. But the Chair said that motion had already been 
made. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It had already been made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I move to dispense with all further pro- 
ceedin 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
= further proceedings under this call be dispensed with, which is in 
order. 

1 yon Was not the Senator from Vermont an absentee 
imse 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not know. I think I am here now. 

Mr. WHYTE. But rn were not here when the order was made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not know about that. 

Mr. WHYTE. The record will show it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not know that. 

Mr. CONKLING. The fresh call superseded that. 

Mr. WHYTE. He was not present at the fresh call. The roll-call 
will disclose whether or not he is in default. 
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Mr. CONKLING. That is a last year’s bird’s nest. 
Mr. 8 Will the Senator from Vermont yield to me for a 
moment 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I must really explain my position before I yield. 
Mr. GARLAND. I want to help = oe to keep the peace. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friendis very kind. I will call for volunteers 


resently, if I need them. 
Mr. GARLAND. I am ready to volunteer when called for. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I shall banca | need his attendance, and I shall 
not call for any other if Ican have his. He may be sure of that. 

ko: on this motion to dispense with further proceedings, I wish 
to ask—— 

Mr. GARLAND. Mr. President, I rise to a point of order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Arkansas will state 


his point of order. 

Mr. GARLAND Until the Sergeant-at-Arms makes his report to 
the Senate and they take that report into consideration, nothing else 
is in order, unless a motion to adjourn. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair overrules that point of order. 
A ae to dispense with proceedings under a call is always in 
order. 

Mr. GARLAND. A motion to dispense with the report of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. To dispense with all proceedings under 
the call. The Senate can abandon it at any instant. 

Mr.GARLAND. Isthat question debatable, if the President please? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. GARLAND. Very well, then, I raise that point of order. 

Mr. WHYTE. Can that proposition be made by an absentee? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is not aware that the Senator 
was an absentee. 

Mr. WHYTE. The roll shows it. The roll-call must show whether 
he was or not. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair can only judge by analogy to 
a rule of the House. If a man is adjudged in contempt there he can 
make no motion, but he must first adjudged to be in contempt. 
There is no such judgment of the Senate in the case of the Senator 


from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In order to gratify my friend from Maryland I 
will move to postpone the question about South Carolina—is thatit? 
It is so long ago I have forgotten—and take up the question of my 
contempt, in order that we may find out exactly where we are. 
A 

Oh, no, Mr. President, I am sure my friends do not wish to cut this 
thing off at this moment. What I wish to ask the Senator from 
Georgia in all seriousness—because this is important, not at the pres- 
ent moment, but afterward ; it is right that we should do right now 
when it is of no consequence, and then all may follow right hereaf- 
ter, and not scorn the consequences, which some people say they are 
ready to do—I wish to ask the Senator from Georgia what his theory of 
this fifth section of the first article of the Constitution is? 

Mr. HARRIS, I oe the Senator from Kentucky had objected 
to further discussion unless there was a debatable question before 
the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks the motion is not de- 
batable. The pending motion is that proceedings under the call be 
dispensed with. Is the Senate ready for the question on that motion ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will withdraw the proposition, then. Now, 


what is the ding proposition? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the amend- 
ment pro; by the Senator from Oregon [Mr. MITCHELL] to the 


resolution of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THuRMAN.] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Upon that question I shall be glad to address 
the Senate if there is no spoori objection on the part of anybody. 
Now, if the Secretary will be good enough to read the amendment I 
will Mg ae my views 1 705 it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the amend- 
ment. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to amend the resolution by 
inserting at the end of it: 

And that this resolution be made the special order for to-morrow, November 27th, 
at half past twelve o'clock p. m. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, I wish to consider—and I 
think if Senators will be attentive they will see that there is force 
in it—the 8 ol that amendment. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I ask to mney, my amendment by saying “to- 
4 8 instead of “to-morrow” at half past twelve o’clock. 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment can be modified by the 
mover, there having been no action on it. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I want to keep up with the time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, as involving these questions 
under the rule that has been stated here, if there is no special ob- 
jection to it—and if there is I think I can show it to be sufficiently 
ge in this body to be entitled to refer to it, as the good old 

unders did at the common law when he wished to cite a civil law 
authority “for an ornament to discourse ”—I wish to ask the Senator 
from Georgia, in view of what he has stated about his construction 
of this fifth section of the Constitution, how he reconciles that with 
his other position. If this be a subject that each House may deal 
with by itself, by its exclusive authority—taking the first clause and 
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the second together, if you please, which would perhaps be tne fairer 
way—how does he 8 that with the e acts of 
Congress which regulate and provide for contested elections in the 
House of Representatives? I spy eee I confess, unable to see how, 
upon his theory—I do not mean of the construction of our rules, 
about which I with him—but how on his theory of the Consti- 
tution he reconciles the legislation which pas put the House of - 
resentatives in the trammels, if the law is valid, in respect of tho 
methods by which it shall judge of the election and qualification of 
its own members? 

Mr. HILL. I will answer the Senator that in order to execute the 
power contained in the first clause it is necessary to appoint commit- 
tees to take testimony, and of course regulate the manner of taking 
testimony and examining into an election. I will suppose it to be 
for the purpose of preserving the rights of parios contestant, pre- 
serving the rights of witnesses, regulating the manner of their at- 
tendance, and so forth—punishing them for perjury. There must be 
a legislative act to provide a punishment for perjury. You must 
have a legislative act declaring that when a witness is summoned be- 
fore a committee in regard to a contested election in the House he 
shall be guilty of perjury if he swears falsely. That can only be ac- 
complished by legislation: It may be, and it is true, that there is no 
legislation necessary to enable each House to carry out a specific 
power lodged in it; but that is very different from the second clause: 

Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings. 


That is, the . of the House for its government, for its 
own regulation, to compel the attendance of its members. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. But does the Senator mean to suggest that that 
supersedes or overrules the preceding clause, which says, on the sub- 
ject which we are speaking of, the compulsion of attendance, that 
each House “ may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent 
members, in such manner and under such penalties as each House 
may provide.” Does the Senator think that the next clause about 
rules e or affects that first one ? 

Mr. H What clause did you read? 

Mr. EDMUNDS, The last part of the first clause of section 5, 
which says: 

A majority of each shall constitute a qnorum to do business; but a smaller num- 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance 
of absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as cach House may 
provide. 

Mr. HILL. Certainly, they may be authorized to compel the at- 
tendance of absent members. That is a proceeding peculiar only to 
that House. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well, then, my question is how my honora- 
ble friend supports the constitutionality of the act of Congress which 
regulates, under very strict and specific limitations, contested elec- 
tions in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HILL, For the reason I have given, that third parties become 
interested. You have to prescribe penalties; you have to deal with 
witnesses; you have to deal with persons outside, who do not belong 
to either House. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, but my friend will readily perceive, if he 
turns to the statute, with which he is perfectly familiar—more so 
than I am, as he has lately been a member of the House and I never 
was—that the statute is not confined to the compulsory attendance 
of witnesses, which is a parliamentary matter that a committee of 
either House would compel, and it is not confined to perjury, because 
the statute of contested elections I think says nothing about perjury ; 
it is another statute that provides for that; but the gist of the elec- 
tion statute is to regulate the method by which the right of a member 
to his seat shall be tested, and, if that be a constitutional statute, so 
control the subject. Ido not assert or deny it; I only ask for informa- 
tion. If that be so, then I do not see how you can say it does not 
require a statute to enable either House to deprive a person of his 
li and compel him to come into either House. I only ask the 
question for information. I express no opinion of my own and will 
not take up further time. 


n whether this is pertinent to the issue of 
bringing the credentials of Mr. Butler before the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot determine that ques- 
tion. In debate he must leave that to the propriety of Senators. 

Mr. BECK. I am very sorry the Chair cannot. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘There is a very wide range here as com 
pene with the other Honse, as the Senator from Kentucky well 
ows. The Senator from New Hampshire is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. THURMAN. I raise the point of order that the Senator from 
New Hampshire has given up the floor. 

Mr. ALLISON. He has been standing here all the time. 

Mr. THURMAN. That cannot help it. I object to his claiming 
the floor. If he gives it up once, he must give it up for all. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I did not give it up voluntarily. I was sus- 
pended by the roll-call. 

3 WHYTE. By the departure of the gentlemen on the other 

side. 

Mr. THURMAN. Wehave had a dozen speeches here and the Sena- 
tor cannot stand up and say he is entitled to the floor when it has 
been awarded to other gentlemen in the mean time. 


. 
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Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, the Clerk was proceeding to read 
the testimony of Harry Mays. I hope my friend from Ohio will exer- 
cise here that patience which he always to such an extraor- 
dinary extent. This is the only way in which it is possible to got 
before this body the evidence bearing upon this case, and I know he 
wants light always and is anxious for instruction. 

Mr. THURMAN. I object to the reading. And now I know that 
a question of order is not debatable unless there is an appeal; but I 
beg the consent of the Senate to be allowed to make a brief state- 
ment of why I object to that; and if my friend will sit down while 
I make it I shall be obliged to him. Ido not want him to be consid- 
ered on his feet. : 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Iam afraid my friend from Ohio will think my 
sitting down is yielding the floor. 

Mr. HURMAN, No, I will not. Mr. President. I know that it has 
been the usage of the Senate to allow a Senator to read almost any- 
thing he pleases as a part of his speech, and the reason why it has 
been the usage is that that privilege las never been abused until 
to-day. That is the reason; but that the Senate has a oo to say 
whether a paper or book shall be read, or not, no one will deny. The 
rule is perfectly plain; and the case in which a legislative body will 
exercise that right of refusing the reading is also very plain. It is 
very well put in Jefferson’s Manual where it is said: 

It is equally an error to suppose that any member hasa right, without a question 
put, to lay a book or paper on the table and have it on suggesting that it 
contains matter infringing on the 133 of the Honse. 

For the same reason, a member not a right to read a paper in his place, if it 
be objected to, without leave of the House. 


That is exactly the case of a member reading it asa part of his 
speech. 

But this rigor is never exercised but where there is an intentional or gross abuse 
of the time and patience of the House, 


That is very true, and that is exactly the common sense of the rule- 
Accordingly, with the indulgence which has been common in the 
Senate, and which I hope will never cease, it has been usual for a 
member to read anything that was proper as a part of his speech, the 
body relying on him and on his sense of propriety,on the respect that 
he owes to the Senate and to his fellow members, that he will not 
abuse that privilege. But, when it becomes manifest that what he 
asks to have read is an abuse, when it becomes manifest that it is a 

abuse, then the Senate owes it to itself to interfere. Why, sir, 
f the Senator can go on in the way he has gone on to-night and in 
the way that the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN] went on 
to-day, he might send up the thirteen volumes of the Ku-Klux report, 
with the accompanying testimony, and ask that they might be read by 
the clerk, although the reading would consume more than the whole 
of the remaining time of this session. That cannot be, sir. It can- 
not be that the proceedings of this body are at the mercy of a single 
member who sees fit to say that he will read ten or thirteen volumes, 
or one yolume, as a part of his speech. Therefore, I say the parlia- 
mentary rule is precisely as it is laid down here. I grant Ihave never 
known a case in which a member has been denied the privilege of 
reading what he saw fit to read as a part of hiss h in this body ; 
but the reason is that that right has never been abused until to-day. 

Now, sir, it is as clear as that two and two make four, without 
charging any intention at all (for that is unnecessary on my part) to 
the Senator from New Hampshire of abusing this privilege, it is saffi- 
sig pag ee that it is a gross abuse, and there has been a gross abuse 
of it ay. 

I 3 claim as a right that this question shall be submitted 
5 the Senate, whether or not we shall proceed with the reading of 
this paper. 

The ICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit the question to 
the Senate. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair desires to state before the 
Senator proceeds that he does not feel at liberty to overrule the long- 
known practice of the Senate, but will leave the Senate to dispose of 
the question in its discretion, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, notwithstanding that rule, I de- 
sire to say one word in answer to what my friend the Senator from 
Ohio has said. The Senator from Ohio chooses to talk here upon this 
floor about abuse. Gross abuse of what? A abuse in lay- 
ing before this Senate evidence absolutely material and necessary to 
judge of this case which this Senator and his party friends have sought 
to prevent coming to the Senate and the country. That is the abuse 
of which I am guilty. Refusing to let the evidence go to a commit- 
tee; refusing to let either the evidence or the report in this case, ab- 
solutely necessary to judge of its merits, go either to a committee of 
sn body or to the Senate itself, or to the country through the Sen- 


ate 

Why, Mr. President, if the Senator’s tion is correct, a Senator 
who found it necessary to defend himself upon this floor in a matter 
in which he was concerned or in which his rights as a Senator were 
concerned would be prevented by the Senator from Ohio and his rule 
from reading to the Senate evidence absolutely necessary for his ex- 
culpation, ‘That cannot be the rule, and it is no gross abuse, either, 
to make the Senator from Ohio and his political friends hear the tes- 
timony which is absolutely necessary to a proper consideration of 
this case, and to let this country know that in this Senate a party 


seeks to thrust into if a man whose record will not bear examination 
upon evidence which they do not dare to present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is—— 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I call for the further reading of the testimony. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit the question to 
the Senate as he has stated. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, much has fallen to-day in debate in 
the Senate—— 

Mr. WADLEIGH. This is upon a point of order, which does not 
prevent my having the floor. 

Mr. BAYARD. f aia not mean to take the Senator from the floor, 
but I rose and the Chair recognized me, and I 2 to respond to 
something that fell from the Senator from Now Hampshire upon this 
point of order. There has been a good deal said to-day in the Senate 
that I soppor at some time we shall see in print, and charges have 
been made in the Senate, not to any individual of one of the parties 
here represented, but to all the members of one party, to which I 
shall reply in the proper way, I trust, and in due time, Butthe Senator 
from New Hampshire says that there is here a desire upon the part 
of the democratic party, or the members of that party who have seats 
upon this floor, to exclude from the country, from their own minds, 
from the ears of the members of the Senate, the facts, contained in 
three o volumes of testimony collected nearly one year ago. Why, 
Mr. President, the honorable Senator knows that that testimony was 
not taken in relation to the case before the Senate. He knows that it 
was taken under a committee called into existence and which passed 
out of existence before this case had any presence in the Senate or 
expected presence in the Senate. The testimony which he here has 
read has no more to do in point of law, in point of parliamentary con- 
nection, with the case before the Senate, than any other of the vol- 
umes of Sonthern out s so called, with which the shelves of the 
Senate have been so filled in the last ten years. He could just as well 
and just as pertinently read testimony collected by that joint com- 
mittee of the two Houses of 1871, of which I was a member, as to 
read that taken in 1876, and which closed with the session that pre- 
ceded the last session of the Senate. 

The Senator from Ohio has stated the reasonable rule that should 
govern this case. The rule of the Senate is unlimited debate in the 

iseretion of its members, and so may it ever be. It was proposed a 
year or two years ago that debate should be trammeled by the intro- 
duction of the previous question. That was threatened, but I am 
glad to say it was never formally brought forward, and never became 
the rule of this body, and I trust the day is far distant when it shall 
be. But why is that? It is because there is an individual discretion 
in the remarks of a member, and there is a termination that a human 
paysan will put at least upon dobate. But what have we witnessed 

ere to-night? For all the just purposes of this debate, Worcester’s 
Dictionary might equally as well have been sent to that table and 
the two Clerks have spent their time and health in reading it aloud 
to this assembly. This testimony, so called, was in the possession of 
every member of the Senate and was open to the Senate last March: 
Had the committee desired to see it, it has been open to it during the 
entire vacation, and again after Congress convened here on the 15th 
of October. Therefore it is not within the facts, and ít will not do 
for the honorable Senator from New Hampshire to say that the pub- 
lic or any mexnber of the Senate has been excluded, can be excluded, 
or has sought to be excluded from a knowledge of all that this com- 
mittee found in South Carolina in the winter of 1876-77. 

I am willing in all these cases to test the fact, not of the usual 
courtesy and the ease to a Senator of having remarks read from the 
desk, when, from any reason, he mey be unable to read them or de- 
sires the assistance of the clerks; but to test whether the use has 
become an abuse; and, if so, then itis time for the Senate to vote , 
accordingly. I would not prevent any man from speaking his full 
mind, were it in my power to do so; but I do not hold that he has 
the right, under the form of debate, to inflict upon the Senate and 
upon the public the utterly useless reading of voluminous documents 
such as we have had to-night. I have been in this body long enough 
to know what opportunity is given for justifiable delay, and I have 
assisted in exercising it. When I came into the body, those with 
whom I voted ordinarily were nine in number. I have lived to see 
the parties about equal here, and I would not make arule for a minor- 
ity that I would not have had made for me; but I do know that, if 
that which has been attempted to-night and which has been success- 
fully followed to-night had ever been attempted in those days when 
this small handful were vainly struggling to have some little time 
given for the consideration of laws which we thought were danger- 
ous to the peace of the country, we should have been: 2 ory and 
stopped instantly, if the attempt had been made, as I say it has been 
successfully made so far during the session of this day. No such 
attempt ever was made; no auch document was sent there then open 
to the exceptions to which this apg hae 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the ator if he remembers the some- 
what historical instance, about 1850, I think it was, when Mr. Jeffer- 
son Davis, Mr. Soulé, and one or two other Senators, on a river and 
harbor bill, or something of that kind, had the whole night occupied 
in reading the messages of the earlier Presidents of the United States 
on the subject of the constitutional powers of internal improvements, 
and when a point was made it was agreed that they had a right, and 
the reading went on? 
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Mr. BAYARD. I do not remember that. I have a very clear roc- 
ollection of many nights passed here in debate and of mares Sap and 
deliberate attempts made to stay the current of an overwhelming ma- 
jority; but I never do remember that documents entirely outside of 
the consideration of the subject before the Senate were brought in 
to be read at the desk, with a species of vicarious sacrifice of the clerks 
in the manner that has been followed since this debate n. Ihave 
no recollection of that. I can recall no instance of it. I do not mean 
to say that there may not have been tedious passages 

Mr, EDMUNDS. If my friend will pardon me, I should like to say 
that I do not maintain that in the instance to which I referred the 
Senate decided that the clerks were bound to read these papers, That 
is a matter of courtesy. I agree that the clerks are not bound to 
read these papers, but do it only as a mere matter of conrtesy, but 
that the Senator has a right to read them I have not a sort of ques- 
tion, and the universal history of the Senate, and the particular in- 
stance I have referred to, I think very clearly show it. 

Mr. BAYARD. That is a different question, because we have seen 
to-day nothing of that kind. This has been, as I sa; 38 species of 
vicarious expiation. Senators have sent to the Clerk’s desk all of 
these things to be read by the two unfortunate gentlemen who so 
well and ably serve us in their relative capacities. It is just that 
question; because a gentleman might speak from memory, or he may 
read a speech to the Senate from written or printed slips. We have 
seen that here, and to that I make no exception and shall make none, 
because that is his discretion; but I think there should be some limit. 
There is a reason which it seems to me is perceptible to all members 
of the Senate, that it will depend upon the identical case to which 
the rule is sought to be applied; that if there is a manifest intention 
that matters outside of the case shall be brought in for the mere pur- 
pose of occupying the time, the Senate has a right, and I think it is 
a duty to arrest it; but I think that should be made manifest, 

In the piacai case let me say further, this is not a motion to swear 
an objectionable person; it is a motion to disch a committee from 
the further consideration of one case; and should that motion pe 
vail, then the motion to swear in the claimant will open the debato 
upon the merits of his case, I have questioned all the way through 
whether it was in order to have this discussion of the merits of this 
case upon a motion to discharge the committee; but as I believe under 
our rules the discussion is not compelled to be germane to the sub- 
ject, and a speech may be made upon any subject no matter what, 
whether the subject is before the House or not, so I have not made 
the objection that this has been an anticipation by discussion of the 
merits of this case when the case itself was not before the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I not ask my honorable friend whether it is 
not within his recollection that in comparatively recent times it was 
the constant practice of the Senate to debate the whole merits of a 
question on an application for leave to bring in a bill when the bill 
itself was not before the Senate at all; and whether it is not also 
within his recollection, that whenever a case has arisen on a motion 
to discharge a committee that involved serious co uences, the 
whole subject, not only whether it was wise that the committee should 
be dise in the technical sense, from motives of time or other- 
wise, but very import of the thing, was under consideration? I 
will call to his mind one instance, where the Judiciary Committeo 
had under consideration, I think, the subject of something about the 
State of Georgia. I happened to be a member of that committee, 
and we were not clear that the legislation which a majority of the 
Senate desired should be had until we could carefully investigate the 
matter, The late Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Sherman,) I think it was, 
moved to disc! the committee in order to get rid of the deliber- 
ations of the committee and to allow the majority of the Senate to 
come to an immediate vote upon it, and on that motion the whole 
subject was opened. 

r. BAYARD. Mr. President, I did not rise at all to object to the 
discussion of the merits of this question under the present motion. 
I 3 to say that I thought it irregular, but I meant that 
to apply to the charge of the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire that by reason of this question being so forced upon him 
he and those who agree with him were not to have the opportunity 
of discussing the merits of this case. I mean to say that after this 
motion is decided the question is still open to him and then will be 
the appropriate time for him to discuss this question upon its merits, 
I have not raised, and I do not propose to raise, the question of order 
that he is discussing the merits on a motion to discharge, but I only 
say to him it will not do for him to make such an allegation before 
the Senate and the country when the facts do not sustain him, and 
he is not cut off from debate by the decision of this question. On the 
contrary the best opportunity and the most correct time will come to 
him when this 8 has been met and decided by the Senate, then 
to show cause, if he may, why one or the other of these two contest- 
ants should not take the place. 

As I said, I do not propose now to answer the charge of desiring to 
suppress from the public mind any fact which existed in any State 
in this country. I do not care now to answer, and I feel some hesi- 
tation in answering a charge that implies any sympathy on my part 
with lawlessness, violence, or crime. I only know that a maa ought 
not to make a charge on this floor that he would not make in private 
in conversation. It seems to me the same rule of decorum that pre- 
vails between gentlemen in their private intercourse ought to obtain 
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in the debates of the Senate. Nay, there are rules of the Senate 
obligatory of their own force which should prevent anything like the 


divergence into a personal channel of debates upon a public subject. 
In addition to that comes the other rule to which I have referred, 
that does restrain and does control men from speaking radely to each 
other in their private intercourse and making imputations upon the 
character of those with whom they deal which could not and would 
not be permitted, and yet this Senate to-day has been filled with 
such, I say, I hardly know how upon this floor to answer them. 
Elsewhere I would know how to answer them, Here our association 
is compelled. We are compelled in public business to come into asso- 
ciation with each other, whether there may happen to be personal 
predilections or no; and so being brought, with or without our con- 
sent, into a certain degree of personal relation, it seems to me it is 
the right of every man in the Senate, and it is the duty of each man 
in the Senate, that remarks in debate should contain no impugnment 
that would not be tolerated in private intercourse. I am sorry to say 
that the debate anes | has contained much that I think exception- 
able on this point, and which perhaps at another time, when I shall 
have seen these remarks in print, I may possibly feel myself called 
npon to take some notice of. But, for the present, in order to raise 
the question whether the reading of these papers which we have 
heard to-night is to continue from the desk, I am willing that the 
Chair should make the decision pro forma and on an appeal that the 
Senate should decide N by a vote. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The rules of the Senate making no pro- 
vision for this case, the Chair submits it to the Senate in this form: 
Shall the Senator from New Hampshire bo permitted as a part of his 
remarks to have further extracts read from the report of the Senate 
committee on South Carolina affairs? 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to say one word. I made the point of 
order in perfect good faith. I believe that it was well made, and 
the Chair, I think, does perfectly right in proposing to submit that 
question to the Senate, for I think it is for the Senate to decide; but 
after the debate that has taken place, and after what has been said, 
I feel it my duty to withdraw that objection and entirely trust to the 
sense of propriety of the Senator from New Hampshire as to what he 
will have read or not. 

I wish further to say that I fully with him or any one else 
who says that the resolution that is now pending before the Senate 
opens the doors to the fullest baat och into the right of Mr. Butler to 
a seat on this floor. Having said that, I beg leave to withdraw the 
point of order I have made. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The point of order is withdrawn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wanted to ask the permission of my friend 
from New Hampshire to make an observation on this very point, but 
as the Senator from Ohio has withdrawn it, Ido not wish to speak 
out of order; although I submit to him that it is not perhaps alto- 
gether fair—I do not mean it in any personal sense—not quite right 
perhaps I should say, to withdraw the point before gentlemen who 
take a different view of that point have had an opportunity to ex- 
press their opinions as well as himself. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Vermont knows as well as any- 
body that in this Senate no one is required, as it is said, to speak 
germanely to the subject pending. The Senator can speak upon the 

oint of order which bas been withdrawn, just as well now as he could 
fore. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, yes; but I make it a rule of my life, as the 
Senator knows, never to speak out of germaneliness, as he calls it. 
So I am cut off for the present. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I think what I have to say in regard to this 
matter is perhaps germane to the question whether or not this case 
shall be taken from the committee. I desire to say to my friend from 
Delaware in all sincerity that I have not done one thing here that I 
did not really believe to be my dui: 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator would not suppose me to have sinned 
in the face of my own teaching. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. So far as any asperity of debate on my part is 
concerned on this question, and so far as the criticisms which I 
have made upon the democratic party are concerned, I apprehend 
if I should go over the debates of the Senate on the Louisiana ques- 
tion, or on almost any question political in its character which has 
been before this body, I might cull from even the very refined 
8 hes of my friend from Delaware some very tart and some ver. 
bitter denunciations of that y to which he is honestly op > 
But I have never considered that political denunciations of the party 
to which I belong were a personal offense to me. I do not believe 
that my good friend from Delaware will upon “sober second thought” 
be inclined to take any such view of what I have said. Our inter- 
course ever since I came into the Senate has been such that he must 
know I would not, and could not, impute to him the doing of any- 
thing which he thought to be wrong, and, on the other hand, I am 
well satisfied and I believe that in his own heart he could say tho 
same thing of me. So much for that, Mr. President. 

Now, as to the materiality of this testimony and as to its admissi- 
bility in this case, let me say one word. My friend from Delaware 
has made the point that because this testimony was taken by a com- 
mittee who were investigating the presidential election, to speak in 
brief, therefore it is not evidence before the Senate now, and ought 
not to be read; that for that reason it is not germane to the subject 
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before the Senate so far as to make it proper for me or any one else 


to read it to the Senate upon this question. But this testimony was 
taken with reference to the conduct of and the circumstances attend- 
ing the very election at which votes were cast for members of the 
Legislature whose election or non-election validates or invalidates the 
title of the contestant here, Mr. Butler, and not only his title, but 
that of Mr. Corbin, his opponent. 

Mr. CONKLING. Not only that, but the title of Mr. Hampton the 
governor who signs Mr. Butler's credentials. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, it involves also that, because if the mem- 
bers from Edgefield and Laurens Counties who were elected by the 
forvible means which the testimony depicts, as well as by the im- 
mense fraudulent vote the evidence of which we have not yet reached, 
were not lawfully elected, as I believe they were not, then Mr. Cor- 
bin had a quorum inthe Legislature which elected him, and his elec- 
tion is valid, in my 5 roe 

Mr. GARLAND. Will the Senator yield to me a moment? 
Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. GARLAND. Admitting all that to be true, I should like to 
know if the Senator believes it is germane or relevant to the question 
of discharging the committee from the consideration of these creden- 


Mr. WADLEIGH. I was about coming to that very point, and I 


pro te answer it. 

Mr. GARLAND. If the Senator will pardon me (and I only hold 
the floor by his courtesy) I will state that I confess all this to be per- 
fectly germane and legitimate when it comes to the question of swear- 
ing in Mr. Butler; and the consideration of all those matters I do not 
understand Mr. Butler or any friend of his here or anywhere else in 
the country has desired to avoid; but I do submit now to the consci- 
entious conviction of the Senator himself, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, whether that is legitimate now to be discussed upon the mo- 
tion to discharge the committee from the consideration of this subject. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. In a few moments I will come to the point sug- 
gested by my friend from Arkansas. 

As I was saying, if the members from Edgefield and Laurens Coun- 
ties were not elected, if there was no valid election in those counti 
then Mr. Corbin had a quorum of the whole number of legally elec 
members in the Legislature which elected him, and therefore his 
election is valid beyond all doubt, because he had in his Legislature 
a senate, and the only senate, which had any separate existence. On 
the other hand, if the members from those two counties were elected, 
there was a quorum of legally elected members, as I understand, in 
the house which elected or undertook to elect General Butler. But 
the question would arise of course, and would have to be considered, 
whether or not a fraction of another honse of representatives and a 
senate which recognized the Corbin house, if I may call it such, could 
secede for an hour or two and g and ally themselves with another 
house and vote for Senator and then return and resumo their place 
in connection with the Corbin house which they had left; and it is 
a very serious question. 

But, Mr. President, before we get to that question at all, we have 
got to meet the question, which is the material question in this case, 
whether the members from Laurens and Edgefield Counties were 
elected. Some Senator in debate here has said that the supreme court 
of South Carolina has decided that they were legally elected ; but the 
answer to that is that neither the supreme court of South Carolina 
nor the governor of South Carolina nor any tribunal in South Caro- 
lina can take away from this Senate its constitutional right and duty 
to judge of the election of a Senator to this body. 

r. GORDON. Does the Senator from New Hampshire assert the 
doctrine that this Senate is to be the judge of the election, qualifica- 
tions, and returns of a member of the house of representatives of the 
State of South Carolina? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I did not sgy so. 

Mr. GORDON. Itis tantamount to that, I think. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I do say, however, that when, as in this case, 
there are two bodies, or we will say there is one Legislature and the 
half of a islature—for that is all Mr. Butler had—it is for the 
Senate to decide, and it is their duty to decide, which of those two 
Legislatures is the Legislature of the State; and in that decision 
they cannot be foreclosed by the decision of the supreme court of 
South Garolina. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to make an inquiry of the Senator from 
New Hampshire, if it will not interrapt him. I should like to know 
whether constitution of South Carolina clothes its supreme court 
with any power to decide for the Legislature of South Carolina who 
are the members of that Legislature? If that is so, it is the first con- 
stitution of any State that I have seen which does not clothe its own 
Teei with the power of deciding that question without the aid 
of its supreme court. I have not examined that constitution, but I 
su the Senator from New Ham has. 

r. WADLEIGH. I was proceeding to add that I do not under- 
stand the fact to be that the supreme court did so decide. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to know if the Senator has examined 
that question, and whether there is any such anomaly in the consti- 
tution of South Carolina as takes away from its Legislature the 
power to decide who constitute that and clothes the su- 
preme court of the State with that authority. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Each house shall be its own judge, is the lan- 
guage of the State constitution. 


Mr. WADLEIGH. I was proceeding to say that, although, as of 
course you know, Mr. President, and the Senate knows, the commit- 
tee have had no opportunity to examine this matter, I do not consider 
that the supreme court of South Carolina have decided which was 
the 1 Legislature or whether or not the members from Laurens 
and field were elected. 

Mr. GORDON. Did I understand the Senator to say the supreme 


court 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I ask the Senator to let me finish. But I do 
understand, and that is my belief now, that the supreme court of 
South Carolina declined to decide the question saying that that ques- 
tion was one for the islature itself to decide. That belief of mine 
I took from what has n read to-night by the Senator from New 
York; but the fact that there is in the Senate such a want of infor- 
mation upon a question so material as that furnished a very arene 
reason why some committee should be allowed to investigate an 
report to the Senate the factsin the case. Now I will hear my friend, 
the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. GORDON. I understand the Senator to state by implication, 
if not directly, that the supreme court of South Carolina never 
made any decision upon the question at all. My understanding is, and 
Ithink it is not difficult to find thedecisionitself, that the supreme conrt 
have decided very positively and pointedly which was the rightful 
Legislature or which was the rightful house of representatives of the 
State of South Carolina, and that house of representatives which was 
decided to be the lawful honse and to have the proper quorum under 
the constitution of the State of South Carolina, did pass upon the 
contested seats from the counties of Edgefield and Laurens. Ishould 
like to hear the Senator upon that point. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Knowing nothing about the fact and having 
had no opportunity to examine the facts except what is afforded me 
by the statement of my friend from Georgia made here upon this floor 
while I am talking, I am not prepared to say. As I have remarked, 
the facts are all unknown to me, and they are unknown to me because 
my friend from Georgia and his political friends undertake by bring- 
ing the decision of this case at this time and in this way—perhaps 
not intentionally but really—to prevent me from getting the infor- 
mation which I very much desire to procure. 

Mr. THURMAN. May I ask the Senator from New Hampshire if 
he was not a member of the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
at the last session, and was not this case before that committee during 
the fifteen or eighteen days that we were in session? 

Mr. CONKLING. Only five days. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. My friend from Ohio is continually falling into 
that mistake. It has furnished the burden of the song about the 
delay that the committee is guilty of, from the time that this debate 
began. Let me tell my friend from Ohio once more that the com- 
mittee was organized and appointed on the 11th day of March, and 
the Senate adjourned on the 17th. One of those days was Saturday 
when everybody was busy at the Departments in anticipation of 
leaving Washington, and one of those days was Sunday. We had 
before us the Louisiana case, and Senator Morton, the chairman of 
the committee, had to write the report, which he didin that time; 
and with all the matters then before the Senate, in three, four, or 
five days there was really no time to take this case up. As the Sena- 
tor knows, we all have en ments other than those which keep us 
in one committee here. There was no delay, nothing that should be 
complained of; and I dislike very much to hear such a charge brought 
against the committee. It would have been im ible to have con- 
sidered this case at the extra session of the Senate last spring. 
en 5 Then the committee expired with the session, 

id it not 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. There was nothing done in the re- 
cess, of course. 

Mr. CONKLING. There was no committee in the recess. The 
committee was not ordered to sit in the recess. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. My friend the Senator from Ohio well knows 
and everybody knows, that the committee, some of the members of 
which live in New England, some in the West, and some in the South, 
could not get together and hold meetings during vacation. It is 
never done without a special order, and nobody expected it or asked 
it in this case, or any other election case that is before that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (at five o’clock and forty-five minutes a. m.) 
Will the Senator give way to a motion to adjourn? I am very tired. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will change the motion, because I do not wish 
to displace anything. I move that the Senate take a recess until 
eleven o'clock, the next eleven o’clock that comes, whether you call 
it to-day or to-morrow. 

Mr. WHYTE. I ask for the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (when Mr. Morritt’s name was called.) My 
coll e [Mr. MORRILL] is paired with the Senator from IIIinoi 
[Mr. Davis.] My colleague would vote in favor of this motion, an 


I am almost afraid the Senator from Illinois would if he were here; 
but they are paired. 
The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
haffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Dawg, Dorsey, 


sylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, C. 
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Edmunds, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Oglesby, Paddock, Rol- 


lins, Saunders, Teller, and Wadl 23. 
Danie Gare Cinder tiectech Hil Jonos df Wicca Bornen Lemar 
ones ernan, Lamar, 
Me Donald. mag ey * — Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voor - 
A Barnum, Blaine, Conover, Davis of Illinois, 
Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Hoar, Ingalls, Johnston, McCreery, Matthews, 
Plamb, Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. My friend the Senator from Ohio suggests that 
I was mistaken as to the time when this case came into the hands of 
the committee at the extra session of the Senate. I may possibly be 
mistaken a day or two. I said it came into their hands on the IIth 
of March. That is my recollection. 

Mr. CONKLING. There is nothing in the Journal, which I have 
kere, to show the contrary of that, but simply that the committee 
was appointed on the 9th. 


Mr. MITCHELL, Either the 8th or 9th. 
Mr. THURMAN. It didnot come on the 11th. The IIth was 
Sunda’ 


Mr. WADLEIGH. But there were only a very few days, four, five, 
or six days at the furthest, at the last session, when everybody was 
busy about something else. There was no want of diligence on the 

of the committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. Here are the facts, if you want to know them. 
On Wednesday the 7th of March last— 


Mr. PATTERSON submitted the following resolution; which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the credentials of David T. Corbin and M. C. Butler, each claim- 
ing to be a Senator from the State of South Carolina, lie upon the table until the 
committees are appointed, and their credentials shall then be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 


That was before the committee was formed. That is the reference. 
That was treated as a reference. The same kind of order was made 
in Mr. Kellogg's case: 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, 

Resélved, That the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, claiming to be a Senator 
from the State of Louisiana, do now lie npon the table until the appointment of a 
Committee on Privileges and Elections to whom they can be referred. 


That was modified afterward as follows: 


Resolved, That the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, claiming to be a Senator 
from the State of Louisiana, de now lie upon the table until the appointment of a 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom they shall be referred. 


Those were considered referred to the committee whenever the 
committee was formed. On the 9th day of March the committees 
were formed, and these cases were considered as referred to the com- 
mittee on the 9th day of March. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Let me suggest to my friend the Senator from 
Ohio that, with his knowledge of the way business is done in the 
Senate, he could not expect a moeting of the committee on the day 
on which the credentials were referred, because the meetings of the 
committee are held in the morning, the session of the Senate occupy- 
ing the rest of the time for the day, although I do not know how the 
fact was on that icular day. The chairmen of the committees 
call the meetings, but never for the same day, so far as I know, 

I 2 The Journal shows that the reference was made 
on Friday. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, and no meeting would have been likely to 
be called before the following Monday. Of course there would be no 
meeting held on that Friday, for nothing is done in committee on the 
day when it is organized after the Senate adjourns; so that the time 
was very short indeed, and what time there was was taken up by 
other matters. I know that my friend the Senator from Ohio does 
not intend to unjustly charge the late Senator from Indiana or any- 
body else upon the committee with any negligence. I state the fact 
as it is. 

It is said here that reading this testimony is not proper at this 
stage of this business, and that the testimony is not ne to the 
question before the Senate. I beg my friend the Senator from Ohio 
to listen to me for a few minutes while I state my view of that mat- 
ter; and I beg leave to assure him in the beginning, that what I do 
here I have done not only because I believed I had a perfect right to 
do it, but because I felt it tobemy duty to do it—my duty in a two- 
fold t. There are two contestants interested in this question: 
General Butler, whose friends seem to have a majority in the Senate, 
and consequently who by mere force of numbers, without any regard 
to the facts, can put in the contestant that they desire; and, on the 
other hand, Mr. Corbin, who is necessarily compelled to rest the 
merits of his cause upon the evidence which he can present, in order 
to give his claim that force which numbers do not gi him. That 
is the way he stands. He wants leave to present his case to the 
committee, so as to have a report upon it, and then the case would 
come to the Senate. I think he has a right to have a full considera- 
tion of the facts in the case and of the law; and there are hoth facts 
and law in dispute, attention to which we all know cannot be given 
here in open session. Look at this debate, and observe how it has 
gone on. I have said that the validity of the election in Laurens 
and Edgefield Counties is the most material question in this case, 
whether there was an election there according to the meaning of the 


word “election.” That can only be determined by an inquiry into 
the evidence in the case. How does this evidence stand with refer- 
ence to the question? A motion is made here, after Mr. Corbin asked 
the committee to hear his case, to take the case away from the com- 
mittee, just as they are proceeding to consider it, and bring it to the 
Senate. Mr. Corbin’s case cannot be intelligently decided withont 
the evidence that is contained in these pa; That committee could 
of course go over and select such parts of it as are material, and con- 
sider them and report them; but the matter coming into the Senate, 
every one-can see just what Mr. Corbin is obliged to do, The only 
way in which he can get the evidence that is material to his right 
considered at all is to have it read in this way. 

My friends on the other side (and for myself I have no hostile feel- 
ings toward them) say in the first place that the evidence shall not 
be considered by a committee, that it shall come to the Senate; and 
then when it comes to the Senate an attempt is made to exclude 
from the consideration of the Senate all the testimony that bears 
upon the case. Now, if I bave spoken warmly on that matter it is 
because I have felt keenly the injustice of such a course to Mr. Cor- 
bin in the first place. I cannot see now how any Senator upon the 
other side, after Mr. Corbin has asked the committee to consider his 
case, can vote to take that case from the committee, and then say in 
this Senate that the Senate shall not have the evidence, that it shall 
not be presented, and none of us know what this evidence is. What 
I have read to-night has been culled ont from time to time by simply 
opening the book at places and looking at the evidence which I hap- 
pened to find at the place where I opened it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I rise to a question of order. It 
is evident that there is no quorum here, and the Senate has no right 
to proceed in the absence of aquorum. I ask to have the roll called. 
If we are compelled to stay here to listen, I think the Senators who 
compel us to do so, ought to stay and listen also. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Dawes in the chair.) The 
Chair directs the roll to be called, in order to ascertain whether a 
quorum is present. 

The Secretary called the roll, and after some delay 45 Senators an- 
swered to their names. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The roll-call discloses the presence 
of a quorum. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I was saying when interrupted 
by the call for a quorum, that if I had shown warmth in expressin 
my views concerning the character of this motion, it was because 
felt warmly upon the subject. I know perfectly well that this Senate 
cannot consider the evidence in this case. I have no idea that a body 
as numerous as this can take this evidence and digest it so that Mr. 
Corbin shall have anything like a fair trial; and the motion to take 
this case from the committee is a monstrous injustice to him, I think, 
and I do not believe my friends on the other side in a year from now 
will look at it in a different way from what I do now. Not only that, 
it is unjust in another point of view. The Senators on the other 
side of the Chamber have urged as the reason why this case should 
be taken from the committee, that the State of South Carolina was 
not represented in this Chamber in one of her seats. That is a strong 
reason; but is no reason why a man who has no right to a seat here 
should be admitted. It is just as much the duty of the Senate to find 
the right man whois entitled to the seat as it is to fill the seat at 
all; and it has no right to fill the seat until it has ascertained prop- 
erly, and with due consideration, and by means of witnesses, if nec- 

„who is the man who is entitled to that seat. 

The idea of arguing that the necessity of filling a seat does away 
with the necessity of inquiring who has the right to fill it, seems to me 
very absurd, and, as I said before, there is no one who does not know 
and who does not feel that evidence such as bears upon the vital 
points in Mr. Corbin’s and Mr. Butler’s case cannot be considered 
properly by the Senate, and I cannot help regarding this resolution 
as an attempt to carry by force of numbers what would not be car- 
ried by an investigation into the merits of the case. 

Now, Mr. President, I desire to say one word in reference to a sug- 
gestion made to me by my friend, the Senator from New York. It is 
that the committees of the Senate lapse and cease to exist at the end 
of each session of the Senate. It is that this committee had no power 
and no right to meet during the vacation of the Senate, and that 
there was then no committee. That is his view of that matter. I 
have not examined that point sufficiently to form a judgment for 
myself, but I do feel that there is no member of the Senate who can, 
upon . knowledge of the facts, charge the committee with any delay 
or neglect. 

Mr CONKLING. What is the point the Senator says he under- 
stands I presented? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The point whether a committee of the Senate 
falls with the end of the session. 

Mr. CONKLING. If my friend will allow me a moment, I supposed 
that was one of those obvious things which nobody needed time to 
examine. I think I may appeal to every Senator present and ab- 
sent, without hesitation at all, to establish the fact that the uni- 
versal knowledge, the self-evident trath is that a committee is ap- 
pointed only during the session of the Senate. It never is and never 
can be appointed for any longer term, except where by a special 
exertion of power it is continued in a vacation. Such an exertion of 
power occurred in the Senate in respect of members of this commit- 
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tee, and here is the Journal of the 17th of March disclosing it. The 
Senate on that day ordered: 

That the Committee on Privileges and Elections 

Which then existed, because the Senate was in session and to which 
had been referred a resolution about Mr. GROVER, of Oregon— 


be, and the said committee is, instructed to appoint from its members a subcom- 
mittee of three who shall take testimony, 


And so on— 
and for such such subcommittee shall have power to sit in vacation, and, if 
they deem it, go to the State of Oregon, &. 


Here then, specifically, by the familiar rule io unius est exclu- 
sio alterius, the Senate asserted on the face of its Journal that the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections did not and could not exist 
after the Senate adjourned, and proceeded to call out of that commit- 
tee three members and to invest those three members as a subcom- 
mittee with power to exist, and, then, for one purpose, and one purpose 
only, to wit, to consider a resolution touching a Senator in 1 
So, I think, the answer to these multiplied accusations, if such they 
are, that the Committee on Privil and Elections has neglected 
its duty during all these months, is that there was no duty to neglect; 
there was no committee to neglectit. Any other seven or nine mem- 

_ bers of the Senate, with just as much authority as these seven or nine, 
might have volunteered or undertaken to consider the case of Butler 
and Corbin from South Carolina; the Committee on Finance, or the 
men who had constituted it, or those on the Judiciary, or on Contin- 
gent Expenses of the Senate might just as well have undertaken it as 
these gentlemen, and all for the simple reason that there was no com- 
mittee on any subject whatever, except those specially constituted to 
endure by the Senate, which were the Committee on Contingent Ex- 

nses and a subcommittee for one purpose, to wit, exploring a reso- 
ution touching a Senator in Oregon. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I want to say farther, Mr. President, that Ihave 
selected here no testimony to be read which does not bear directly 
upon the point as to the validity of the election in Laurens and Edge- 
field Counties. The testimony concerning the Hamburgh massacre 
was read for the reason that that was the opening of the campaign 
in that part of the State, and by that massacre there was created a 
state of terror and alarm which did not cease to exist before the 
election, which Wee f from all the testimony, lasted up to the 
time of the election, and, of course, the character of that massacre 
aud who were the parties in it, to what party they belonged, and 
what their purposes were, is vital testimony to Mr. Corbin in this 
case, and any attempt to exclude it from the consideration of the 
Senate would, in my judgment, be very unjust, and it is material here 
because it shows that the statements made here, no doubt without 
any intention of being incorrect, areincorrect in that there is a con- 
troversy of fact with reference to the cireumstances and the events, 
which, as it seems to me, rendered the election null and void in those 
two counties. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator, as it is now daylight and time 
to have a little breakfast, give way for a motion for a short recess, 
in order that we may get something to eat ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (at six o'clock and fifteen minutes a.m.) I move 
that the Senate take a recess until ten o’clock. 

Mr. WHYTE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered ; 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 17, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania 
Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, Dawes, Edmunds, Howe, Kirkwood: 
Paddock, Rollina, Saund Teller, and Wadleigh—17, 

NAYS—Bailey, Bayard, k, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, 
Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Kernan, Lamar, Me- 
Donald, McPherson, Morgan, Patterson, Kandolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, 
Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—26. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Bruce, Conkling, Conover, Davis 
of Illinois, Dorsey, Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Hoar, Ingalls, Johnston, Jones 
of Nevada, McCreery, McMillan, Matthews, Maxey, Merrimon, Mitchell, Morrill, 
Oglesby, Plumb, Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, and Windom—30. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. PADDOCK, (at six o’clock and twenty minutes a.m.) I move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Nebraska moyes that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. WHYTE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered; 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Booth, 


Patterson, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, 
ithers—2§. 


Hoar, Ingalls, Johnston, Jones of 
Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby, 
m, 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President—— 

Mr. PADDOCK. Mr. President, to those of us who have been here 
all night it seems to me that it would be uothing more than justice that 
we should at least have an hour or two to perform our morning ablu- 
tions and get our breakfasts: and for that reason I move that the Sen- 
ate take a recess until nine o’clock. 
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Mr. WHYTE. Is that in order, no business having intervened ? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is a different hour. The motion is in 
order. The Senator from Nebraska moves that the Senate take a re- 


cess until nine o’clock. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to be heard one moment. I think this 
is unjust to the Senator from New Hampshire. He has been inter- 
rupted very often during the night.. These continual interruptions 
must be very burdensome to him. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is not debatable. 

Mr. WHYTE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered ; 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of Wis- 
consin, Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, Howe, McMil- 
lan, Paddock, Rollins, Saunders, and Wadleigh—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of West Virginia, 
Dennis, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Kernan, Lamar, 
McDonald, MePherson, Morgan, Patterson, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voor- 
hees. Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—26. 

g, Barnum, Blaine, Booth, Bruce, Con- 
Ingalls, Johnston, 

ews, on, Mitchell, 
Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, Teller, and Win- 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Now, Mr. President, in order to show the char- 
acter of the election in the county of Edgefield on the 7th of Novem- 
ber last, and to show thereby the impropriety of taking this case from 
a committee which can consider the testimony much better than the 
Senate, I will proceed to read to the Senators, who I have no doubt 
will give me that patient attention which they have given me aan 
my previous remarks, the testimony of Captain Kellogg, of the Uni 
States Army, who was present—— 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from New Hampshire allow me 
to interrupt him for a moment ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. With t pleasure. 

Mr. THURMAN. In consideration of the fact that the Senator has 
been on his feet for over twelve hours, in the common courtesy of 
humanity I move that he be allowed to speak sitting in his chair. 


LLaughter.] 
Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, Iam very much obliged, indeed, 


exceedingly grateful to my friend from Ohio for this and the uniform 
kindness which I have experienced at his hands; but it is a little 
easier to speak standing, and I would prefer that he should not press 
the motion he has indicated. I will read this testimony : 


CAPTAIN E. R. KELLOGG, EDGEFIELD COUNTY. 
COLUMBIA, S. C., January 4, 1877. 
E. R. KELLOGG, sworn and examined. 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
8 What is your profession ? 
nswer. Tam a captain in the Eighteenth Infantry and brevet major in the 


United States Army. 
23 Where were you stationed during the last election, on the 7th of November 


A. I was stationed at Edgefield Court-House, in Edgefield County, in this State. 
Who was the officer in command 
General Brannan was in command of the post. 

Q vee were you at either of the polling-boxes during that day, or near them f 
. Iwas. 

F Which one of the polling-boxes were you near mostly! , 

At box number 2. 


Mr. HARRIS. I hope the Senator from New Hampshire will read 
louder. Ido not hear him distinetly. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. If my friend the Senator who has last spoken 
will sit near me, I will endeayor to make him hear. Let him comea 
little nearer to me. [Laughter.] 


Q. We wish to ascertain whether there was anything took place that day, during 
that clection, calculated to intimidate the colored voters or prevent them from vot- 
ing the republican ticket; and whether any of them were prevented from votin; 
Sya means, and the conduct generally that you observed there of whites an 


blacks. 
e If you desire me I can state in a very short time what I actually saw and did 
ere. 


By Mr. CAMERON : 
2 That is just what we want, captain. 

. I was sent for about half past nine o'clock in the morning by General Brannan, 
and was directed to take my company and go to box No. 2, and it was reported that 
the poll there had been closed; that I shoald there, and I would receive in- 
structions from the deputy United States al, a Mr. Beatty. I marched my 
company there, and on my way there I was passed by a large number of mounted 
and armed white men who rode ahead of us, eviden for the purpose of getting 
there before I did, and who did get there before I did. It was between a quarter 
and half a mile from the court-house, where box No. 1 was held, to the place where 
box No. 2 was held, and abont the same distance from where my a 

I marched to the place, and halted my company about from the school- 
house or church (I do do not know which it was) wkere poll No. 2 was held. There 
were two buildings there; one was a church and one a school-house; whether it 
was the church which was used as a polling-place I am not certain, but I think it 
was the school-house. They were quite near each other. Llocated my company 
about fifty yards from the voting-place, and the deputy mars! came to me then 
and reported that there wasa crowd of white men, mounted men, in front of 
the house in which the box was, and that they were preventing the admission of 
any one to the box except democrats. I saw this crowd was in t of the house 
and a large number of mounted white men, and back of were negroes. 

Wers these white men armed that you saw there? 

. I did not see asingle white man, sir, who was not armed, to the best of my 
recollection, at that place. I do not think Isaw above six men that were not 
in the whole town—white men—that came under my observation. The marshal 
Kos rw me to send some men to open a passage to the door leading into the 
building where the box was, and I sent Lientenant Hoyt with four men with the 
mershal to open a passage to the box. Soon afterward I gave instructions to my 
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espa geting erbei p Elai Ory Sarei cay adhere tie poe 
rough the crowd of horsemen ; were as 
La 8 door and 
the fence. wero from 


to fifty in the front of it. They were about as 
thick as they could be, and then rods, not den: 
the building. 


: 
2 
i 


lively one.” 

“AL these white men in front of the building and near it were shouting and 
cursing, and a great many of them shouting ont. ‘Shoot! shoot! God damn i 
shoot!” I really apprehended that there would be some trouble, and I knew thai 
if there should t there would be bloodshed. I spoke to General Gary then, and 
asked him if he would not endeavor to quiet the crowd. He paid no attention to 
me at first. I spoke to him again and said, “General, you have some ſufluence 
over these men, and I wish you would exert it, and see ze cannot keep thent 

niet,” and he said, “Well, I am a deputy sheriff, and that is what I am here for.” 

ery soon afterwards I spoke to him again. I saw that there were a number of 
men who had their pistols drawn, these mounted men, and I asked him if he would 
pot direct e e ee He did not do it, but he called out to 
Bome of the men, Tell those fellows to keep quiet.“ meaning, I suppose, those men 
that were g their pistols. The men who bad their pistols—I saw the 
most of them were right in near the soldiers when I worked my way through the 


crowd. 

When I worked myself through I found that Lieutenant Hoyt had made a pas- 
sage from four to six feet in width to the boxes. These men who had their pistols 
drawn were the men right next to the soldiers. I saw a number of them with 
their revolvers in their hands and with their thumbs on the locks and their fingers 
on the rs. I staid there a few minutes until there was less disorder than 
and then I returned to my company, where I remained during the 


Lieutenant Hoyt requested me to send some more men, as he difi not have a 
suficient number to keep the crowd back, and I sent him four more men. 

Just before I went down there, and just as Lieutenant Hoyt got down to this 
place, there was some disorder there and around in the crowd, which, I suppose, 
‘was caused by his going through the building. He entered the building and went 
out throu o front door. He could not go h the crowd very well and get 
into the building in any other way, and he went through a window, then opened 
the door and stepped out in front; and I su this commotion was excited by 
that. I saw that there was a movement in the crowd when he moved out of the 
house, and a great many of the n: who were some distance back, that is four 
or five rods from the house, im y began to shout, “It's commenced! It's 
commenced!" and started to run; and I called to them to stop and keep quiet, and 


they stopped then. 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 
g What way did they begin to ran—to run away f 
Away from the building; yes, sir. A namber of these white men, or at 
least I saw a number, a dozen or more, in addition to their fire-arms, bad heavy 
clubs in their hands. I observed two or three men who had ax-helves, and others 
with large bludgeons of every 1 I saw that the negroes were shouting 
occasionally; they would shout, make a hurrah for Hayes and Wheeler, or for 
Chamberlain. I noticed that when they did it it seemed to anger some of the white 
men. I remember of bearing on one or two such occasions some such remarks as 
this from white men, Now, there is going to be a fuss; and I observed some of 
them handling gece seep ee at such times; and I therefore requested the negroes—I 
went down and spoke to a number of them and told them to tell others not to 
shout; to kee e that there was no need of shouting for any one, but to just 
deposit their ballots as soon as they could and then get away; and they obeyed my 
— there was very little shouting after that. The polls were closed at six 
oc eK 
Q What timo wasit cet ee left there and went back to the post? 
3 When I left the house, do you mean f 


A. I might say I was at the house all the time. I was within fifty yards of it 


large num 
I cannot say whether they or not; itis my opinion that they had not, 
ee TaS ana goes the m, when they saw it would be 
im ble for to vote, and asked me if they could vote on the next day. I 
told them, of course, that they could not; that the polls would be closed at six 
o'clock ; and asit became evident that they could not get to vote, abont five o'clock 
they began to leave; but when the polls were closed t! were still a 1 num- 
ber remaining there who claimed they had not voted, and I don’t believe they had. 

wes you up, at any time, close enough to the polls to observe how the 
vo was going on at the polling-places—tho putting in of the votes? 

. No, sir. There was no obstruction though to any man's going in there after 
Lieut. Hoyt opened that 22 They usually went in then in squads; one of 
the managers would open the door and call for voters, and from six to ten would 
f° inatatime. That was the way they were doing while I was there, and I be- 

ieve that was kept up during the day. What was done inside of the building I 
have no knowledge of my own. 

2. VVG poll No. 1 

To, sir. 

Q. Tou were not at that poll? 

A. No, sir; I saw nothing of that poll at all, except from a distance of eight or 
ten rods. Icould see the crowd about it before I went up to poll No. 2; that is u 
to half past nine o'clock in the morning. There was a deal of disorder aroun: 

, and armed men riding about that place constantly. 
Armed white men! 

. Yes, sir. Idid not see any negro whom I knew to be armed. I don't know 
Nie sag Tot a aoaaa had concealed pistols or not. 

5 ee — generally, which, the colored or the whites, appeared most orderly 
an noisy. 

A. The colored men were perfectly orderly so faras I observed, except that men 
shouted for their candidate; and that shouting, as I said before, was —.— where 
I was at the poll, No. 2, when I requested it; and there was only individual shout- 
ing after that, and very little of that. 


By Mr. Cameron: 


9. What was the condition of the town on the evening of the election, after the 
were closed; was it orderly or boisterous; and were the men whom you saw 
on the streets sober or drunk! 

A. Well, sir, I never saw more disorder or boisterousness in my life than I saw 
there, both the day before and during election day, and the day after. 


[At this point Mr. EDMUNDS read the extract at the suggestion of 
Mr. WaADLEIGH. ] 


By Mr. Curisttancr: 

Q And the night before the election ? 
pŠ, And the night before the election, daring a ee ee e 
vo been in a great many places thought needed regulating a great 
by the pe; Mak Gover wae — 8 er, and so 


think it was altogether safe. were 
know that any one was shot at directly, but there was a great deal of pisi 
during all three of those nights. 


By Mr. CAMERON: 


Q. Will you state particularly in to those demonstrations the night before 
the election, that is, the night of the of November! 

A. Yes, sir; the armed white men were coming into town—I observed them along 
in the afternoon; whether any had come in before that I don't know. They wero 
coming in in squads of from twenty to thirty F ppi ya A I think there would be 
from six to a dozen, and from the noise and riding of these men about the town, 
and their eee} there all night, I don’t believe t there were very many that 
were sober. I did not see one that was not drank that came under my observa- 
tion. I did not go around the town to look at them; I simply only saw who 
came near ise; and, as I said before, it was impossible, almost, for a maz to sleep 
Gay night. I know my own family complained te me that they were not ablo to 
sleep any. 

Q What were the cries and shouts of these white armed men? 

. Well, it was not any one particular thing; it was hi for Ham 
and y shon or Hampton, not much harrahing for Tilden; and the 
singing of hymns, or campaign songs set to hymn-tunes, and interspersed with a 
great deal of swearing. 


5 5 
Q. Their hymns were interspersed with swearing —— 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: a 
2 Swearing at what? 
. A man would sing a verse of ahymn, and then they would say, God damn my 


soul, hurrah for Chamberlain,” and something of thatsort. It was disgraceful, the 
sh Ae warps CE pe cop con I mean, to the town that it was per- 


3 
i 


firing 


By Mr. CAMERON. 
EE Edgefield, resides; where his house id? 
— 5 sir; I had to pass it whenever I went to my company from where I 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I may remark, with the permission of my friend, 
that I am very glad to read some part of this, as it seems to be the 
only opportanity that the majority design to give to the minority of 
understanding what this case is. I continue the reading of this testi- 
mony at my friend’s request: 
. Do kn hether, on the night of the 6th, his house 
ome 9 on the nigh’ th, was surrounded by 
A. Only from hearsay. 
‘That you need not state. If there is anything else that occurred at that time, 


witch on can answer, within the scope of our general u may state it. 
A. Weil, sir, I do not FOENT: YO nf 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I am so much impressed myself by 
this reading that I think there ought to be a quorum here to hear it, 
z suggest to the Chair that there is nothing like a quorum in the 

amber. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll, 

The Chief Clerk called the roll, and forty-four Senators answered 
to their names, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. A quorum is present. 

Mr. ALLISON, (at seven o’clock a. m.) I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. WHYTE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered ; 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 26; as follows: 


Ivania, 


Kirkwood, e Matthews, Maxey, Merrimon, Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby, 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from New Hampshire requests me to 
continue the reading of this testimony for him: 


A. Well, sir, I do not know any facts that have a banag upon that. Ido not 
know whether any opinion is desired from me in regard to it. 

Mr. CAMERON. No, sir. 

The Wirxess. I may say that after the election was over, just after the polls 
closed, General M. C. Butler came around and requested permission from me to 
make a speech to my company; I told him I had no objection, angh Thad; yet 
I could not v. well say s0; 80 I said I had no objection, provided he would not 
say anything about politics; and he said certainly, that he wished oy to thank 
ns; and I then the company to attention, and he made us a little speech in 
which he thanked us for the courtesy and the impartial manner in which wo had 
formed our duty daring the day. 


That is rather a dificult thing to find ont even in these days, Mr. 
President. 


After the poll closed, one, or I don't know but two—I know ono of the managers 
of tho election 3 me to leave a in the building while they counted 
the votes. Well, I was adverse to doing it, and one of the managers—I don’t know 
whether he was a republican or democrat; I did not know any of them—said he 
did not think it was necessary, but he had no objection ; and one of the otbers, and 
T think both, requested that the crowd should be left. I therefore sent to General 
Brannan for instructions, and he directed me, if the ers desired it, to leave 


a guard there; so I left an officer and ten men, I believe it was; a fow men with 
the managers while they counted the votes. 
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Cross-examination by Mr. MERRIMON: 

J 86 
there that da do you say on that subject? 

© Fido noc think — sd upon, as an Army officer, to criticise my supe- 


© 


. How long did you stay there after that? 


Q. How long did it takes man to vote 
Of my own knowledge I could not say. I did not go into the building at all. 
I should say, however, from what few minutes that I was down there, that it was 
be ft dry 

Each man had to take the oath? 


the door was opened by some one 
they called f for more 8 Then from six to ten would go in, either 
. fow 4 6 775 I think that voted there after I got 

ed to vote, I — 


2 8 sir; I never wrote a letter. 
“ka any member of your family: 


here was a private letter written by wife, which was published in a 
in Ohio, and I have reason to tho Paper in whieh it was pub- 
Bet wa stien ont of the post oteo in aged by the editor of the Edgefield 


earn 
I Was ita very un a 
ela ae ange ed ow 18 FFT 
as I believed hing abo might i In some particulars she was not strictly correct, 
© might have said more than she did. It was written with- 
my consent. My wife writes her own letters and 


in its tone t 
do 


2 1 eee 
2 kr. — wor eis eee eee 9 of it a few d 
$ seen y n ga copy a fow days 
AROA 77 t over hastily. =f nly mueopaded in potting a copy of it a t but 
I think that it condemned the action there, and stated, in sub- 
stance, that tho negroos woro prevented from a freo erpreasion of thelr wiil at tho 
x. Icannot pretend to givo any one quotation from the letter. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 


You had noth 3 it? 
y Loven ieee esting oben Hi 


By Mr. MERRIMON: 


y e apra pacer pask, bendy when you are at home f 
I am an officer of nited States Army, and I havo never affiliated, accord- 
171. the word, with any political party since I have been in 
Q: You do not vote 1 
I havo voted when I haye been at home on two or threo occasions. 


I voted 
for Abraham Lincoln in 1864 when I was at homo wounded. ee e 
of Ohio in 1807 t tho ment of the constitution Sao negroes to 
vote. etadi nog bu me prear nee ti teak oe ; and I there since 
in a congressional election. I vote nowhere else. I don't "t consider that T have a 
right to vote anywhere else. 


HENRY W. PURVIS, RICHLAND COUNTY. 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, January 5, 1877. 
Hexry W. Purvis (colored) sworn and examined. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
mestion. Where do you reside? 
nswer. In Columbia, South Carolina 
Q. low long havo you resided hero? 
About ten years. 
2 What is your age f 


ee 
know an: about the — tain Dock Adams's com- 
5 Aiken County * $ 
r. E patr prama State what you 8 n wledge. 
U certainly do that. Tewas e ee de under 
Gaus — 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 
Before begin, y mpos: ö 
. T was adjatant-genoral of tho Stato. To 
Q You wero 9 this State? 
Ves, sir. Tho company was commanded by Prince W. Rivers. 
By Mr. Merron: 
When was that compan: 


organized f 
During the first 9 of Governor Scott, in 1869 or 


sir. He was promoted afterw: 8 was commanded yma 
named Williams. It was witha t 
os as regimen Enown as the Ninth Bagimen: 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 
Q: At that timo! 


Yes, sir; and on promotion of Williams to the coloneley the company kad | vot 
4 VI——44 


dwindled down very much, and was 
elected captain of it; and since 1872 he has been ca; 


commanded by this man Adams, who was 
of it. I was elected in 
1872 as adjutant- 
Who was? 
Adams. 
In 1872? 
Eighteen hundredmnd seventy-two, sir. 


By Mr. MERRIMON: 
Are you sure of that? 
2 I am, sir. 


and he was then captain of 


By Mr. Cumsriaxcr: 


2 Was it Adams or Williams who was captain in 18721 
Williams was renee 5 eg Adams was clected captain of the company. 


T. Til nt be r sitive. M* reporta how, will shi Feo gw The 
ive. My any ow, oo 
is, I believe, makin, 


I will not be right 
2 adjatant- g out a statement of that fact, any- 


You do not, then, Pre ona ee eee 
mS I will not be s Pye about tha’ 
After Williams had been promoted to the coloneley — 
The command of the company fell upon this man Adams, by election of the 
company. 
. Whon did you cease to have any connection with the adjutant-general's 
A. In December, 1876, 


Mr. MITCHELL. Will the Senator give way fora motion to 


ourn ? 
r. WADLEIGH. I will give way for that purpose. 
Mr. MITCHELL, (at seven o'clock and fifteen minutes a. m.) I 
move that the Senato do now adjourn. 
Mr. GARLAND called for the yeas and na 5 and ue were ordered ; 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays as follows: 
—— a 2 Burnside, 8 lvania, Cameron of 


vt pcos and Wadlei; po erin 
est 9 

Pherson, Morgan, Patterson, h, — 
The urman, 
Voorhees ae a Whyte, and Withers—26. £ d 
5 Anthony, 55 pacon Blaine, Booth, Conover, Davis 


of Tilineia, Dorne sey. Mervin, oar, Howe, In: Johnston, 
— — Matthews, M Sain Eag Bo i, Plumb, 


So 2 Pris ad to spite 

Mr. WADLEIGH rose. 
May 2 5 Mr. President, what is the question now before 

e Senate 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire is 
addressing the Senate. 

Mr. GARLAND. ppo what question f 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Upon the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Oregon, [Mr. aes 

Mr. GARLAND. The amendment of the Senater from Oregon to 
the original resolution ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


The amendment to the resolution of the 
Senator from Ohio. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from New Hampshire desires me to 
continue to read this testimony for him: 


ee 
es, sir. 
a ee reo + the records of the office here with you? 


S272 e rane Four Qe Draoi oS xP arier Pedan ar nr A 

No arms were furnished during my adm pl ys jeesaa ant 
There were no arms furnished except under the administration of 

— a noor Hey Wor, were furnished during Governor Scott's 


were not adjutant-general ? 
1 
Q: Was any e tion furnished them while you were adjutant · general $ 
ot an 
Q: Was any commission actually issued to Adams as captain of the company? 
Application was made, but none actually issued; at least, it never left the 


What was the reason that it was not done? 
They never called to 
n 


Was somethin, 
the militia, this com- 
but he never was 


FFC 

Never was commissioned n; and the other officers of 
tigen pes eee not expired as officers, and 
they held over. 


g VVT 

He did not recei but at the same time the company had 
‘Sanit Scab wan a tees eanabie DE facts, the GEIRIA: weer AA TEE 
as was 


Yo, sir. 

33 
Fee laces. 
PEN escent g of an satanic OF See Soara venues ie ase Dies 

that has come under your own o 3 m the beginning of the cam 
down to its close, you can state it; intimidation by the democratic party, 
bey cps ae not Soe colored es A * den 

8 colored voters, against 
y he meetings that I attended, with ono or two Sapte econ 
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a general intimidation ; T I voted here 
în Columbia, but daring the 53 at all the meetings I — — ero was 
F the damecracy au open sonres of violence or 

timidation 

Q. Weil, sir, ae describe what it was; what you saw and what you know of 


bodies, generally armed men on horseback, and surround pray 
part of the time ; — that was not granted, the carround the sland and demand 
that there has . g ama some instances republican speakers—where 
the meeting was called. at the Hage of Edgefield particularly, where I saw it—time 
was allotted to the republican speakers by the 8 although it was a repnb- 
nas paseia S 3 held under arepublican call. The same thing occurred in 
cou 
Q. That waa ol so both doch et Edgefield and Newberry, was it? 
A. Yea, 
Well, during the time that the republican sees e were speaking what was 

9 of the whites, the de Sriti s presen 

A. If there was reference made at all to the acts of the democratic party ay 
were interrupted; they were not allowed to proceed. 


Itisa q deal so here, too. 

Mr. GARLAND. I wish to ask the President who has the floor; 
whether the Senator from Vermont or the Senator from New Baer: 
shire? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. GARLAND. Then the Senator from Vermont has nv right to 
interject these remarks into his reading. He is a mere agent, a mere 
clerk, and a mere fungus of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

A Mr. EDMUNDS. I must subside under that last term, Mr. Presi- 
ent. 

r GARLAND. It does not make any difference what you subside 
under. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That high-bred observation of my friend would 
silence me at once. 

Mr. GARLAND. It does not make any difference what silences 
you. I make the point. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, I will go on. 

2. * Wa ai abun angazo and Recs seri A used against prominent men 

vo 0 
„ present; such as calling them * 

There is a term that I think I will leave out, if I shall be allowed 
to meee anything in this performance. The Senator can read it 
for himse 


2. Did you see at those meetings any pistols drawn out 
No; I do not remember of —.— anybody Nes ratten pistoli but these bodies 
of armed men were generally present at these meetings and they were 
known as rifle-clubs, and they existed aS ered pe any guarantee of law. Under a 
chartcr here obtained from the General 3 in 1874, these clubs organized as 
charitable clubs; bat that act was repealed, and all the clubs that are now in ex- 
istence exist wi tany guarantee of law at all and in utter violation of law. 
Q. bers a this puras I will ask you one question in reference to the ree 
tions he: is said that none but colored men have been 
State militia; will you state what was the reason they were not; does the law 
make any difference between tho two? 

A. There is no distinction in the law; it was the same as under the laws of the 
United States. All 83 of certain age aro 5 to military duty, but under 
this national guard s vernor had the right to select out ihis militia 
8 those whom fit to constitute that national „ There has 

ptive element, or no on about it. o white men ob- 
= to 3 the militia with the col companies, and wherever there has 
n an oto ange from them they desired to be a separate and distinct body of 


go 


a ae is, cs Pika to make the distinction of color, and that was impossible 
under the general 
es, sir į TT W. 5 e falsity 
abe 3 if any such has been made, is concerned, I will say that a ma- 
E rs, I think, of the military organizations in this 
tate are white men who ep with the republican party generally; or a 
great many of them are, at leas 
. Have you been out OREN the State enough to know anything of the riding 
about at say by these 3 as you call ait then? 

A. I have been all over the F 
of those parties riding out aay cee more the evidence in the Ku-Klux trials an 
the evidence taken before various committees. 

Q. Ido not inquire into that. Unless you know of some other facts of intimida- 
tion of these colored people or eee, by the democrats, I have no further 
question to ask; but if any other facts are within your mind now occur to 
you, you can state them. 


Mr. ALLISON, (at seven o’clock and thirty minutes a.m.) Mr. 
President, I ask the Senator from New Hampshire to yield to me to 
make a motion that the Senate take a recess now until nine o’clock 
or half past eight. I will say nine. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Iowa moves that the 
Senate take a recess until nine o’clock. 

Mr. GARLAND called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered; 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 26; as follows: 

Allison, Bruce, 8 8 bed 8 
ron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Chris ling, Da unds: 
Howe, Jones of Nevada, Rirkwood, Meh Nullen Ogtesby, ‘Paddock, — Saun- 
ders, Teller, and Wadleigh—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Beas Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, pernet 2 7 — 
8 st 2 

e. maid, 0. terso! 

Voorhees, Wallace, Why 3 ph, Baalsbury; Thurman, 

ABSENT—Messrs. ny, Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Booth, Conover, 
— of Loy ere a Ferry, Ranjeet — l. Pin, Johnston. Me- 

reery, Matthew A tchell, rrill Ransom, Sargen 
Sharon. Spencer, ‘cad W indom__26. 275 > 


So the motion was not to. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. I ask the Senator from New Hampshire to further 
give way to enable me to make a motion which I have very impor- 


tant reasons for making, which is that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Colorado. 

Mr. COCKRELL called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered ; and sage taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 25; as follows: 


EAS. Allison, 8 Cameron vania, Cameron of Wis- 
consin, Chaffee, fee, Christiancy, Conklin „ 244 gf Pennsylvania Howe, Jones of 
Novada, a MoMillan, Paddock, Rollins, Saun Saunders, Teller, and 

NAYS. Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, —.— of West Virginia, 
ald, Meer Mi ——— eag n Thu ra a 

„Thurman, Voor 
ne and Withers—23. p Za 
—Messrs. Anthon: m, Blaine, Booth, Bruce, Cono- 
ver, Davis of Illinois, Eaton, Ties Gea Gordon, 8 "Hamlin, Hoar, Ingalls, John- 
Mitchell, Morril 1, Plum Ransom, 


ston, McCreery, Matthews, Maer, Merrimon, Mii 


So the motion was not to. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I will coutinue the reading of the testimony for 
my friend from New Hampshire : 


Q. I do not inquire into that. Unless you know of some other 223 of intimida- 
tion of these colored le or republicans by the democrats, I have no further 
. any other facts are within your mind that now occur to you, 

ou can 
N I know of nothing more, sir, than what I et pow ou have beard from wit- 
nesses summoned, that they have been abused and w ; after they were whipped 
I have seen them. 

Well, siara Din — 
There has 


Id as f could remember the names, but there have been a great 
many of them here within the last six weeks before the United States court that 
eke OA Son Poeun AEON ANER dati me the oaa- 
vassing board here. I suppose you have evidence, though. 

Were you a member of the State canvassing board 1 


Mr. CAMERON. Well, we do not propose to go into that question of the State 
canvass at all. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I do, if you will let me do it. 

Mr. Caukgox. You can examine the witness, Mr. MERRIMON, 


Cross-examination by Mr. MERRIMON : 


There was an act passed in 1874 which required the reorganization of the 
itia of this State? ae 

Q. That act provided that, in order to it, panies might be 

t act er any companies 
tormed consisting of not less than the 3 tho statute 
— n, Sir. 

Q. It required application to be made to the ee 
panies that had a prior existence might if they reorganized within a 
specific time: 1E bs by the Ist of January, 1875. Lask you whether, under that 


reorganization, the com: that had an existence prior to that tho per- 
„„ ht to elect their officers ? 
A T don't believe they did : ; not until after they 3 
7 = they did they have a right to elect their officers? 
They 


. And after the reorganization regularly they would have been commissioned ? 
They would have been. 
Q. And you say that no commission was issued to Dock Adams's company, or 
any officer of it, after the reorganization took place? 
. I did not say so. 
＋ Wha 3 Lee uy 
d that Doc: E Adame was not commissioned; the other officers of the com- 
a wri 


When were they Con 
. After the reorganization and 


A. eia some other 


Q ` Was it filed there before the Hamburgh riot! 
. It was 

. You swear that? 

Yes, sir. 
F 

Yes. 

Now, I caution about that. 

E the record will show if it was not so. 
Q. I now ask you whether that muster-roll was filed there before the Hamburgh 
t 


A. — tho record wili show If Itwal, 

2 You said awhile [os deer that 
J am under the im 

Q. Sew’ pou: Geant Taa Ta DUSE A datas la Goaien? 
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A. a renga 2 gare ae ' By Mr. CAMERON: 
over ap) That was prior to the 4th of July? 
. that Dock Adams was captain of that company until he J . ⅛ » N ta tha Bitbhe bad hee 


orgy for his commission. been ever since. 

4 . is forwarded does not the statute require you to commis- Q% And recognized by the State authorities as a legally-constituted company] 

site a not. They have tho right to elect their officers whenever they see W 8 3 er pee his 8 the governor in reference to that 
0. 


＋ This company was reorganized by Dock Adams; when! That ends the testimony of Mr. Henry W. Purvis, 
Q 8 rey i Mr. WADLEIGH. I will now read, Mr. President, the testimony 
A. Te was Teorganized under this act I don't remember the date, of Raphael Stewart, of Laurens County. 
„ ou w w er it was ore tho anuary, 
„Tos date of this act is 1874, March, 1874, R eg 
9. That act provides that {hey must be reorganized by the 1st of January, 1875, OLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, December 25, 
uuless the oflicer mentioned in act shall extend the time; were they reorgan- RAPHAEL STEWART (colored) sworn and examined, 
ized before that time 7 
A. They may have been between 1814 and 1875; my reports will show it. By Mr. CAMERON: 
Q. Aad joan reports ore all Bled tu: the olen? mestion. Where do you live? 
A. They are, sir. nswer. In Laurens County. 


The records are regularly kept there, and reports made touching this com- . At what place? 
ame are on file in the office yn — 5 held! 2. In Waterloo Township. 
A. They are. 2 How long have you lived there f 
2 When did you issue any ammunition to those men last? . I have lived there since 56. 
. I nover issued any to thoes at all. How old are you! 


2 Never while you were in office at all? About thirty-nine years oon! will be forty next fall. 

Q. pos larly whether unition has been issued regular] I poy th — bBo wt a fear mong coher io W 2 
Las font eyes yw any amm yor was one of ihe managers x n precinct, a 

not within the ast ten months? “é Township chairman of the > 

A. I would not be likely to let them have any unless it was regularly issued. You may state whether there were any rific-clubs there on the day of election, 

9 How is it; did you or not . Yes, sir; there were rifle-clabs; the first one that voted was a rifle-club, 
he Witness. What do you mean ! Where was that club from 

b renal rea itt 1 From Saluda, the Saluda riſle- club, about two miles on the other side of the 

say, no. ver— 


I would say positively that thero is no use of my answering any such ques- Which I suppose means people from Georgia— 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Answer tho question. Q. bo did ey: do, if anything, in regard to taking down names of colored 

The Virsa. Lany, nor thoy have had sons slios I buro heen. SOJ ateni- assed. A. Well. there were a man outside of the house where the votes was taken i 
ERRI none from office whether issued otticiall: n, 
a aerias dete the m ib wae yor | who had a paper, and was taking down names whenever they would invite them to 
A Wo, air 232 T 
8 ga says, “ at aro you a sa; It is a lisi 
c ell ea ek a torah keene Taco tae 
A. T issued to General Smalls, commanding that division. under requisition of | a5 Qoing that for, and be said it was authorized by theclube, and he would furuish 
Pe re shag — Dery . chat list de the clubs, aud they would know ache — that ticket, and they 


88 Are you positive that you did nott 
tion. 


a ya Combahee riot was going on was going to get no employment in the county or State. 
c bet oe te Mr. MITCHELL. Will the Senator from New Hampshire give way? 
7 Did you issue any arms after that! Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 
T I did not. Mr. MITCHELL, (at seven o’clock and fifty minutes a. m.) I move 
7 Did you send any arms to the chief of police at Charleston f that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 
- — Mr. WALLACE called for the yeas and nays, and they were or- 


È. 


think there were thirty or forty ; I do not remember just now dered. 
ith the pata ® z Mr. DENNIS. I have paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania 


or 


2 id ammunition go wi c 
It did. [Mr. Cameron] for two hours on all questions except where my vote 
5 33 is necessary to make a quorum, 
Where else Ad you issue any arms since January last? Mr. PATTERSON. Iam paired with the Senator from New Hamp- 
ý Hone tothe Piste iten rei shiro [Mr. ROLLINS] for a oopa of hours. 
. Nowhere e mt to the State ten i i — 
Seyi pod 1 tory th 2 8 taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 12, 
beast TARI eee eee y 7 y 
None at all. YEAS—Messrs. Anthony. Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Conkling, 
Did you issae any ammunition to any of the militia? Dawes, Edmunds, McMillan, Oglesby, yg cae ni Teller, and Wadleigh—12. 
Not any. NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of West Virginia, 


` I ask you whether any arms were sent toa man at Newberry Court-House, | Garland, Gordon, s, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Lamar, McDonald, 
+ be: Shoemakers’ tools 1" 


put up in a box marked 2 McPherson, Morgan, Randolph, bury, Thurman, Voorhees, W. , Whyte, 
A. None that I know of. and Withers—23. s 
. swear that no arms went from office 1 ABSENT— Messrs. Allison, Parady viens 8 Bruce, Cameron 
Witness. As “ Shoemakers’ tools? of Pennsylvania, Christiancy, Conover, Davis of Illinois, Dennis, Dorsey, Eaton, 
Mr. MERRIMOX. Yes, sir; marked “ Shoemakers’ tools.“ Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Hoar, Howe, Ingalls, Johnston, Jones of Nevada. Kernan, 
A. Not any, sir. Kirkwood, McCreery, thews, Maxey, Merrimon, Mitchell, Morrill, Patterson, 
Q a sent to Newberry } Plumb, Ransom, Rollins, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, and Windom—38, 
” Toa awear that Seemed thace The VICE-PRESIDENT. No quorum has voted. 
i pre satire EY : Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, I move a call of the Senate. 
Q And that none were sent from your office i The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll of the 
None were sent from my office. Senate. 
3 The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and thirty-nine Senators 
Q I would like to ask what was the object of this Hamburgh matter? answered to their names. 
A- Do yoa want to aoe the truthfulness of it? ame 1 A quorum is now present. The ques- 
. MERRIMON, Certainly. tion is, wi e Senate proc to the consideration of executive 
of this militia, I could not understand the drift of this things T conid got see the | business, on Which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 
pertinency of this matter, whether that company existed at all or not. The Secretary ed to call the roll. 
Q Wo want to know whether it had a legal existence? Mr. COKE, (when his name was called.) Iam paired on this ques- 
- Then that would be a guaranteo that these men were tion with the Senator from Iowa, Mr. Kirkwoop.] If he were fers, 


ly murdered. 
Q. Lask whether yon directed the colonel commanding regiment over there h 44 ” 44 ” 
338 the 8 that Doe © would vote “yea” and I should vote “nay. 
J age ee WVG Mr. PATTERSON, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
Q. Did Williams write you aletter before you left the office going on and telling | the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. RoLLINS.] If he were here, 
you where he had found various 1 he would vote “ yea” and I should vote “nay.” 


believe, 1 73 5 Augusta, saying that after the Hambursh riot a lot of democrats | The result was announced—yeas 15, nays 23; as follows: 
0 State arms, an wrote him that I would be YEAS—M Anth Booi de, J 
iera very glad essrs. An ony, th, parai Chaffee, Christiancy, Conklin, 


indeed if he could them back. I believe tured them th Edmunds, Saunders, 
fellows that they AR sh eli 5—13. — . 
Did you get all the guns f NA Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Davis of 8 Garland, 
A. 5 ma = — bao ant HE 3 Hill, sone of —— am, a en „ McPherson, 
g ne; 2 said natoer get ait The Lew pre of the t do not | and Withers—23. pi Ei Hines: Wares 
generally e guns when they get in the hands democracy in chat region. | _ABS&NT—Messrs. i Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Bruce, Cameron of 
. He said he did not get any of the guns? Pennsylvania, Cameron of W Coke, Gears Davis of Illinois, ang 
. He did not any. Dorsey, Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Hoar, Ho Ingalls, Johnston. Jones 
Ile said ho did not in a letter f 1 Ne Kirkwood, McCreery, Matthews, Maxey, ll, Paddock, Patterson, 


neguian 6 6 Plumb, Ransom, Rollins, Sargent, Sharon, Spencer, and W. 


‘was at the time that these men raided on it. So the motion was not agreed to, 


692 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


NOVEMBER 26, 


Mr. WADLEIGH. The testimony proceeds as follows: 
Q. You may state whether the demoorats roe gra republicans and colored men to 


vote tho democrat ticket, or said if they radical ticket they would not 
farnish them with any employment? 
A. Yes, sir; they did; they said they that voted the radical ticket would get no 
t. 


that 
. Several white men. 
2 Give the names of ee you can remember. 
a enry Fuller, told me so; and another man by the name 
of B. F. Cloridy, he told mo that was the language of the clubs. 


Yes, sir; white men. 
reside in your township? 
es, sír. 

What did they tell you about that being the language of the clubs? 

Yes, sir; pox | tat wae the language of the clubs. There was a resolution 
that had passed the club that if a colored man voted the republican ticket he would 
get no employment in the county, nor even in the State; said it was a known thi: 
aileva oe tato; that when he was out of work at one place he would be out o 
work at laces. 
as, e. aay stato whether or not they told the colored men that on the day of 

e election. 
A. Yes, sir; I heard them tell them on tho day of election. 
Q- tatë whero you heard that said, and who said it. 
. Well, sir, there was three or foar men I can'tname; they was there watchin; 


who would vote the republican ticket; and when they voted republican ticket, 
if they was living with that man, they would tell him that he was out of employ- 
ment. 


There was one man by the name of Downing; a Mr. Dave Valentine, he had 
the man hired, and when ho voted tho republican ticket at that box he turned him 
off that night when 5 The man came to my house after I went home, 
and told me that was what he turned him off for. 

This man rented land of Valentine? 


. He had him for 
Aare the democratic supervisor of election at that time? 
A white man? 


. Yes, sir; a white man. 
How did Gabriel conduct himself there t 


. He acted very gentlemanly there; he did not say anything wrong 
any He pont A oye in erers thing I 1 We had two — 
one a white man and then a colored one. 


Q. Well, what, if anything, did the democrats say to this effect: that they did not 
care how they carried the election if they only carried it? 

A. So they carried it, that’s all. They said they allowed to corey this election; 
that they did not care how they carried it, so they carried it. I think that was 
Mr. Culverson, one of them was named ; there was 80 many said it I can't recollect 
the names; it was general talk. They didn't care how they carried it so they car- 
ried it; so they beat Chamberlain. 

How did the rifle-clubs Seng Bap in your town the night before the election! 
They was dows through country, and when they were going they were 
hollering at every 's house as they passed by in great gangs; ri ing in big 
companies of aboat & ET Or xt 1R A SAO) ADA he wero holl and hooping ; 
but they didn't interfere with nobody only about e ee and when eer 
came down in that way, if they knew you was a republican, they would te 
you e apr out and holler and hoot at you, and tell vou, Wo are going te beat 
* eee bliean or a democratic precinct? Which party has the 
ity in not 
i. Well, the democrats have been pass carrying the majority at that precinct. 
I have been m. 


of that precinct 
the dan 7 


smart—well three or four elections; but 
ublicans f sport they ever did this time. 


4 ow much shorter 
We always got about one hundred and fifty or sixty, and this timo we only 
got sixty-three, 
2 the democrats poll more this than formerly ? 
. Yes, sir; Se eee y generally polled. 


ticket? 
b ; right smart voted the democratic tickot; yos, sir; I allowed that 
was so; and a good many didn’t vote at all. 

. A good many colored men f 


were afeared of losing their homes; that they was told if they voted that 
ticket they would have to leave. That was general talk among them, why they 
didn't vote. There was a much more shortly vote, and that was tho reason 3 
stated they didn’t vote; they said if they v: the oy gran ticket they woul 
have to leave; and if they didn’t vote at all they could stay; but if they went to 
the polls they must vote the democratic ticket; and if they voted the 
ticket they had to leave. They said that to me, 


By Mr. MERRMON: 


republican 


. Yes, sir; there wasn’t any who voted at all but had joined the club. 
Everything went along quietly and nicely the day of clection? 
. Yea, sir; some of the club when they started to Laurens hollered and w 
We scones poll until they went by. They went to Laurens after they voted at 
m; ix. 
0 Lou voted? 
Yes, sir. 
I will now read the testimony of William H. Rutherford, of Lau- 
rens County : 
WILLIAM H. RUTHERFORD, LAURENS COUNTY. 
CoLumnta, SOUTA CAROLINA, December 23, 1876. 
Wituam H. RUTHERFORD (colored) sworn and examined: 
By Mr. CAMERON : 
Question, Where do you live? 


Answer. Ilive in Laurens. 
2 How long have you lived there? 


Six or seven 
Where did you live prior to going there? 
In Colum 
. 
Iam going on twenty-six. 
S Gags charade bao you a native : 
60 
How have you lived in South Carolina? 
. Sineo the first of 1870. 
9 Where were you on the 7th of November last? 
Laurens Court House, 
bP gt de chee dbp lems aterm ede tsp, 
I don't now. 
Q Pare Jon held ony ones arot 
x ve. 
3 state what office have held in that county. 
. I were commissioner for two years. 
Havo you held any other office ? 
Yes, sir; I was commissioner of election. 
2 e A TOPADO 
. I am, sir. 
Do you know of any threats having been made by tho democrats against 


esy ublicans to work their lands, I 
heard Dr. E; also, in a speech at Clinton. Ho said there that any one who 
voted the republican ticket, and voted for that damn thief, shouldn't work any 
land in the county. 

Whom did he refer to as a damn thief? 


Chamberlain and his party, was the words he used. I also heard Mr. Rich- 
ard C. Watts make the same assertion; and I also heard Mr. W. B. Bell, post- 
master at Clinton, make the assertion ; and I also heard Mr. Fin He advised 
mo to vote the democratic 

Q. You ma; 
w eral in the county. 

A. They were pana sir, through the whole county. It was an understanding 
you may say, among democrats, that those who voted the republican ticket 
couldn’t get any part of this year’s crop, or get homes another year. 

How could they deprive them of their share of the crop for this year! 

. Ne take it away from them. 

. Without any right? 

Without any right; yes, sir. 


Mr. EDMUNDS, (at eight o’clock and twenty minutes a.m.) I 
rise to a question of order. I submit to the Chair that it is obvious 
there is no quorum here. I do not wish to cause delay but the Chair 
can see for itself that there are not twelve Senators in the Chamber 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is exceedingly important that a quorum should 
be here to see what transpires! 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is important if the quorum cares anything 
about the truth. 

Mr. CONKLING. Itis that part of the quorum which has not gone 
that cares anything about the truth. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Secretary re that no quorum is 
present. The Secretary will call the roll of the Senators. 

The Secretary called the roll of the Senate, and after some time 
thirty-five Senators answered to their names. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to 

uest the attendance of absent Senators. 
he motion was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at-Arms will execute the 
order of the Senate. 

Mr. WHYTE. I 9 he will have a list of absentees, so as not 
to get into the same difficulty as he did on the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from New York. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He can get the list by applying to the 
Secretary. It is a matter of record. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I was paired with the Senator from Nebraska, 
(Mr. SAUNDERS, I but not with the understanding that it should affect 
a call of the Senate, Therefore I answer, “here.” 
F I thought we were executing an order of the 

nate. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I just came in. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object to my friend putting in an ap- 
pearance, but we are executing an order of the Senate, and nothin 
can be done until we dispense with it. I shall make that point of 
order on everybody else. 

Mr. GARLAND. I heartily co-operate with the Senator from Ver- 
mont in this movement. It is something like the proposition we had 
fifteen hours ago. I hope the Sergeant-at-Arms will execute the 


order, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I agree with my friend from Arkansas entirely. 
It is the only way to get a quorum here. 

Messrs. CAMERON of Wisconsin, CHAFFEE, DENNIS, Harris, and 
McMILLAN entered the Chamber and answered to their names, 

Mr. GARLAND. Are those answers in response to the request of 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, I should like to ask ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. They are. The Chair is informed that 


these Senators have responded to the request for attendance, being 
about the Capitol, and that officers have been sent to invite those who 
are away from the Capitol. 
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Mr. GARLAND. In order to ascertain whether it is necessary 
compel the attendance of absent Senators, I ask for a call of the 
Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That call is already pending. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The only motion the Senator can make is to dis- 

nse with the call, and that will disclose whether we have enough 


re, . 
Ar. GARLAND. I can put the motion in either way. Iwill move, 


to 


then, to dispense with the call. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Arkansas moves that 
further proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

The roll-call having been concluded, 

Mr. VOORHEES, (after having first voted in the affirmative.) I 
voted under the impression that the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. 
SAUNDERS] had returned and was inthe Senate Chamber. As he has 
not returned, I withdraw my vote. Iam paired with him. 

Mr. DORSEY. Iam paired with the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Ballxx.] If he were here, he would vote “ yea” and I should vote 
“ ne * 

The result was announced —yeas 22, nays 15; as follows: 

Gord ain Havel ant of Florida, Hernan, Laws Donald. Be. 
i ones mar, Me ©- 
Phere, Morgan, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers— 
Anth Burnside, Cam of Wiscons 
cutters: Daves, Edmunds, * eval MeMillan, 5 — sMitenell 
Oglesby, Paddock, and Wadl 15. 8 

ABSENT—Messrs. Allison, ä eee, ae, Bruce, Came- 
ron of Pennsylvania, Conkling, Conover, Davis of Minois, mis, Dorsey, Eaton, 
Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Hoar, rieg nog. Johnston. Kirkwood, 

Matthews, Maxey, Morrill, Patterson, Plumb, Ransom, Rollins, 
Sharon, Spencer, Teller, Voorhees, and Windom—36. 


So the motion to dispense with further proceedings under the call | Sharon, 
ee 


was 9 5 to. z 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Who is entitled to the floor? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
WADLEIGH] was occupying the floor. 

Mr. EDM S. ill the Senator from New Hampshire give way 
to me to move, as, of course, we shall finish this business by twelve 
o’clock, that when the Senate adjourn it be to meet to-morrow at two 
o'clock? I suppose “to-morrow” will be to-day by the sunshine over- 
2 I make the motion in order that we may get a little breathing- 


Mr. WADLEIGH. I yield for that motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
hep Nas Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet to-morrow at two 

cloc 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 12, noes 19; 
no quomm — 2 

r. WITHE I call for the yeas and nays. 

Several SENATORS. Oh, no! 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. WITHERS, I withdraw the call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CONKLING. There is not a quorum present, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. No quorum has voted, 

Mr. THURMAN. [I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that absent Senators be sent for. 

Mr. THURMAN. I call for the yeas and nays. They will disclose 
the presence of a quorum. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ah! Mr. President, I hope my friend who loves 
the law so well will let us have the law. This vote has disclosed that 
no quorum is voting. I move, therefore, within the rules, that there 
be a call of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
there be a call*of tho Senate. 

The motion was to. 

The VICE.PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll; and 
answered to their names. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary reports that there is a 
quorum in the Chamber. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The question then recurs on the motion t hat 
e Ns Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet to-morrow at two 

Clock. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays were ordereed on that 
proposition, and the Secretary will call the roll. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, (when his name was called.) I am paired tem- 
porarily with the Senator from Indiana, [Mr.VooRHEEsS.] I do not 
see him in his seat, and therefore I shall not vote. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 12, nays 24; as follows: 


in call the roll. 
irty-nine Senators 


YEAS—Messrs. 1 Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffce, Christiane. 
8 Jones of Nevada, McMillan, Mitchell, Teller, and Wadleich—12, 
NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Ba: Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of West Virgiaia, 


Whyte, and Wit : 
A NT—Meesrs. Allison, Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Booth. Bruce, Cameron 
of Pennsyl X ing, Conover, Davis of Dorsey, Eaton, Ferry, 


Grover, Hamlin, Hoar, Howe, Ingalls, Johnston, Kirkwood, McCreery, Matthews, 
M. , M lesby, Padd: Plumb, Ro! 
— orrill, Oglesby „ er ee lins, Sargent, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. President, the subject of the action of the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections has been referred to frequently 
in the Senate 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not in order to speak when there is no quo- 


rum. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. No motion is in order except to direct 
the attendance of absentees or to adjourn. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I was just aboutto say that, as the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections have a meeting appointed for this morn- 
ing, and in order that they may fulfill the duties of that committee, 
I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Minnesota moves that 
the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Is there a quorum present? Is the motion in 


order? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. A motion to adjourn is always in order. 


Less than a quorum can adjourn. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask for the yeas and nays on the 
question of adjournment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 

15, nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Booth, Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, 
ds, oer sae of onan. McMillan, Mitchell,” Oglesby, 


Christiancy, Edmun 
Saunders, Teller, and Wadleigb— 
NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, N k. Cockrell, Coke, Davis of West Virginia, 
Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Kernan, Lamar, 
Merrimon, oy Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wal- 
Illinois, Da Eaton, F. 
Ingalls, Johnston, Kirkwood, McCreary, McDonald, Mat. 
dock, Plumb, Ransom, Rollins, Sargent, 
, and Wind 
So the Senate refused to adjourn. , 
Mr. MITCHELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask for the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. COCKRELL, (when Mr. ARMSTRONG’s name was called.) I 
desire to state that my colleague [Mr. ARMSTRONG] is paired with 
the Senator from sas, [Mr. PLUMB,] and I presume that neither 
one of them will be here during the remaining portion of this called 
session. 

Mr. McDONALD, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with 
the Senator from Nebraska, [Mr. Pappock.] If he were hero, he 
would vote“ yea” and I should vote“ nay.” 

Mr. ROLLINS, (when his name was called.) I am paired tempo- 
rarily with the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Patrerson.] If 
he were here, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “ yea.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DENNIS. I was paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Cauxnox.] He is not (Present, and as it requires but one to 
make a quorum, I will vote “ yea,” as that is the way he would have 
yoted if he had been here. 

The result was announced—yeas 13, nays 24; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Burnside, Cameron of Wisco Cc Daw 
Dennis, Edmunds, Hoar, Jones of Nevada, McMillan, Mitchell Saunders, and 
NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Beck, Coc’ ke, Davis of West Virgin’ 
Garland, Gordon, Harrie’ Herzen foes of Naas KADNA Lamar, McP! . 
ne Magee, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, an: 

ADSENT—Mesars, A A . Barnum, B}: Booth, Bruce, Cameron 
of Pennsylvania, —— Goukling Conover Devis of Illinois, De y, Eaton, 
A nrg ore ria a A 
Sargent, Sharon, ; Boxe aii, and Windom—36. S 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, (at nine o’clock and twenty-five minutes a. m.) I 
move that the Senate take a recess until past ten. That will 
give us at wi to get our breakfast. 

z are W. Does the Senator from New Hampshire waive the 


oor 
Mr. WADLEIGH. At the request of my friend, the Senator from 
Rhode Island, I yield the floor for the purpose of his motion only. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I did not ask the Senator publicly to yield. I 
asked him in a low tone in his seat. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Rhode Island. 

To heagan being put, it was declared that the noes appeared to 
prevail. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The hav and nays were ordered. ; 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Do I understand that the yeas and 


nays have been ordered ? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I will withdraw the demand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) The call 
for the yeas and nays is withdrawn. The motion appears to be lost 
by the sound. The motion is lost. 
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Mr.WADLEIGH. I ask myfriend the Senator from Rhode Island | Mr. BURNSIDE read as follows: 


to read the testimony of Mrs. Joanna Baily, one of the South Carolina 
witne 


B8eS. 
Mr. BURNSIDE read as follows: 


MRS. JOANNA BAILY, AIKEN COUNTY. 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, December 19, 1878. 
Mrs. Joaxna Batty (colored) sworn and examined. 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
estion. Where do you live? 
wer. At Ellenton Station, Aiken County. 
vs How long havo you lived there? 
I have lived there all my life. 
Were a slave before the war? 


7 
His name was Wilkin Hamilton. 
Where was he killed? 
In my house at Mr. Newman’s—to William Newman. 
2 On what day was he killed! 
Killed Monday, about three o'clock in the evening. 
Ge Boy: you may tell the circumstances of his death, who killed him, and how it 


was done. 
A. Paul Bows and John Barrs ers f] killed him. They two killed him. I 
wouldn't have knowed them, but I seed them when a big drove of white men was 
coming, and it frightened me very much; and I was frightened before, because I 
saw two come up to the gate. 
. Two white men? 

Yes, sir; and before that, Mr. Newman went off; I don't know where he 
went to, and I don't know whether he was in it or no, but he was directly 
after he had his breakfast; and he took breakfast very soon, and after that then 
Sam Newman soon he took breakfast, and the first crowd of white men came right 
along. I reckon there was about three hundred directly came along the back 
road. Then he put out and went somewhere, but where he went to I don’t know; 
I can't say; and this Mr. Bill Barrs asked where ho went to; and directly after he 
was there came two men right up to the gate, to Samuel Newman's gate, and 
I had bees home kick over six weeks, and I had been very low myself. I didn't 
get out; I just begun to get better, and so I thought to myself—I saw them ride 
up there, and it kept 3 my mind that they were after colored people; but 
nobody had told me so; and I goes out, and with my band on bod tae, standing in 
the sbed; and they staid there, and they talked, and, after a while, they, too, rid 
off. Well, by and by there came three others and when they three came I got 
uneasy, sure enough; and they three, they stood there and talked with Grorge 
Newman—Samuel Newman be was not home then—and stood and talked, and one 
of them, I think, must have shot his eye at him to let him know that I was looking 
at him; and all the time that they done it he looked round to me, and he said so and 
so, and so and so; but I never did make a word out of it. When I saw him talk- 
ing he was waving his hand just that way, [indicating,] and saying so and so; and 
went right straight to the kitchen of my Louse, and I says, “ Wilkin " says I.“ Why, 

are a dead man.” He says. “Why, aunty, what do you mean; why do yousiy 
so? Don't talk that a way.“ I says, “I have got aright to talk that way, — 
tal ey are going to kill you.” And I 


the door, and I looked down to where I saw George Newman 
I seed the men coming, and says I to Wilkin, “ You is a dead 

Ani they all came to the house then, and I 
he looked and said, “Oh. m 8 aunty, what must Ido!” I said, 


and th t is all the 
give you.” And, well, he ran under my 


waiving his 
man.” I 


I can 

bed and me to lock the do r. I 
went ont to lock the door and Mr. Faul Bowers said to me, he says, rer y an 
Bait, 


B „Sir.“ He rays, “Aint there a wounced man at your house!” And 
“Yes, sir.” I 't tell him nary a story, knowed tbat he knew he 
was there. 

By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 

Was he wounded then : 


Yes, sir; ven Se Runs there that Sunday night; after that he 
said. You n the house and stay there until we come; and, firs’, I unlocked 
the door an put my head in, and I Says. Wilkin, come from under the bed there, 


ara going to be killed, and don’t let them barn my bed-things shooting under 
there;” and he came out and run round the shed, and some of people came in 
Oo who did? . 
0 


. Paul Bowers; he sbot him three times, but Johnny came at me—came with 
his pistol just in this way, and I stood right in the house with Baer) to the wall 
looking right at him. ‘The first time he shot him, ho didn't hit ; it looked like 
he aimed to put the ball through here, (indicating tho back of the head.] but it 
must have missed and cut the floor just like we would take a hatchet and cut tho 
floor across; and if anybody don't believe it, there is good proof of it right there 
8 and then it bounced from the floor to the ceiling, and as ho jumped up be 
held his pistol just down right close to him and shot him in his breast. He hal- 
looed, and looked at me, hallooed for me, and was trying to get to me, and the 
thing hurt me so—well, I couldn't say nothing, but when I pnt my foot on the 
95 to make my last attempt to get ont of the door, they shot him then five times 

foro he came across the after I got out; but I don’t know how he got 
across; he was out of the house; and they had had their two pistols going all the 
time. They took the door off its hinges, and I dont know how it was done; and 
he fell, and right whero he fell the blood was fully that high—a foot high right 
back of his neck where the blood was coming from, here, indicating, } it run right 
down, and it was there, and I had to get a bucket; and then it run there, and I got 
my bucket and weeding- hoe and had to scrape it back just the same as you would 
take up mannre. I placed it there for everybody to see; I hated to look at it, so 
that I pat ashes over it, because I never did see such a thing before. Mr. New- 
man told me to get ashes and clean it up clean. Mr. Newman took him up; him 
and Sam Newman knew Bush, and knew Bush wa- there when they shot him, and 
when he was abort dead and gave his last gape, my daughter was there looking 


ck he was dono dead, I took up 


at him. I conldn't go back; and when I went 
the blood, but I never did scour the house. 


Mr. WADLEIGH. Now I ask my friend from Rhode Island to 
read the testimony of Governor Chamberlain. 


DANIEL H. CHAMBERLAIN, THE STATE AT LARGE. 
COLUMBIA, S. C., January 12, 1877. 
Dante H. CHAMBERLAIN sworn and examined. 
By Mr. MERRIMON: 
occupation do now ocen 

nswer, I am governor of the State of South Carolina. 
When ek ee eee oe an ne on eee Carolina? 
In December, 1865. 
Yon may, 4 you please, give a brief account you came to the 


of yourself since 
2 with the public affairs of the State, up to the time that you wero 


State, as 
elected governor. 


A. Iwas 8 in 
in December, 1 until January, 1868, except that in the fall of 1267 I paid a little 
Co., in the nity where 
ber of the constitutional conven» 


question. 

Mr. Merrmox. You will understand, Mr. Cham that this embraces only 
the late canvass. The committee havo strenuously refi to go into the merits or 
demerits of the administration of the Eeen in the State. I protest ba, amino 
going into any question outside of the campaign, and if you allow the witness 
3 blican side of the istration of the government of 
this State, I consider it unfair and unjust. 

6 Tou may go on and give a general history of your administration 

A. I was nominated and elected in 1874 as the candidate, as I understood it, of 
of the republican y who were d 
home admini 


that portion 
othe to give the State a jon. 
p made, and some of them that were very just. against previous admin- 
istrations under the republican , and I was elected upon pledges, personal 
and party, that we would make govern- 
ment. I was very bitterly o in the campaign by some republicans, and 
the democratic party, on the d that I was not a sufficiently firm and deter- 
reformer, as I was called. But I was elected, and [deliv an inaugural ad- 

dress in which I set forth what bu gl ore and plans were, and it met the approval 
of those who had opposed me, I entered u eg OIA aT OT Ka 
erally tbat my course through the two years of my administration was such as to 
command the roval of the entire people of tho State, so far as practical matters 
were conce: „I do not mean to say that politically I was sustained by every- 
body, but that the ical details of my adminis ion were sach that there was 
very little fault to find with me even here in South Carolina, where the distinctions 
Lato by se Viner ana deeper than they are in some other places. 

he tendency during my adminis! m was to unite a certain part of the demo- 
cratic party and a certain part of the republican party in an effort to bring about a 
continuance of good government for South Carolina withoat reference to the dissent 
of parties upon al qu without regard to republican or democratic 
names. There was a very strong tendency in that direction, and in the beginning 
of last „in the — . and early summer of 1876, the question that was pre- 
sented to the people of this State was whether they would divide upon the line of 
democrats and republicans, or whether they would unite the better men of both 
parties, and leave national and party politics out of the question of the State gov- 
ernment. 

My name was connected with the movement, and I was rally spoken of, I 
suppose, as a matter of fact, as the person who, if that pin succeeded, would 
have been offered at least the nomination and support of those who took that view. 

Q. I would ask you right there, pn, have you received indorsements 
generally from the democracy of the State? 

A. Oh, yes, sir; I could furnish you volumes of indorsements from the democra: 
of the State, and I have here some cus of themi, slipa from papers, which 


were published from time to time. Here is a opre the Union of this 
State, which contains specimens of them, a small of the number which I 
received. (See Documentary Evidence, vol. 3, Part X, i.) 


By Mr. MERRIMON : 
Q Are those merely sketches of the proceedings of meetings, or are they all the 


8 
a No, sir; they are significant passages from much longer articles of the same 


enor. 
Could yon not furnish us with the papers that contain the proceedings and 
dot le to which they refer? 

A. I havo in my private prap aak the full articles from which those are selected. 
I could rbt oe with the original papers, the files. 

Mr. MERRMON. It is not fair or just to submit these; they are mere excerpts. 

The Wrrvess. If it were d le I could submit to the committee my scrap- 
book, which contains the whole of them. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I have no objection to your putting in the whole articles, but I 
think it 5 to put in the extracts from them. I object to this copy of 
the Union Herald as part of the testimony. 

Mr. Cameron. The governor will furnish his scrap-book and the committee will 
select auch of them as they think proper. 3 

The Wrrxess. These extracts in the Union Herald, while all the surroundings 


Mr. HILL. Irise toa 2 of order. 

ae PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator will state his point of 
order. 8 

Mr. HILL. We cannot hear the Senator from Rhode Island; he 
reads so low. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is of the opinion that that 
suggestion must be addressed to the Senator reading, and is not a 
point of order. 

Mr. BURNSIDE read as follows: 

Q. Are nee merely sketches of the proceedings of meetings, or are they all the 


A. No, sir; they are significant passages from much longer articles of the same 
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Q. Could you not furnish us with the papers that contained the proceedings and 
editorials to which they refer? 

A. Lhave in my private scrap-book the full articles from which those are se- 
lected I could not furnish you with the l papers, tho files. 

Mr. Mxuntuox. It is not fai 8 to submit these; they are mere excerpts. 

The WIrxxss. If it were desirable I could submit to the committee my scrap- 
book, which contains the whole of them. 

Mr. Mranniox. I have no Me arog to your putting in the whole articles, but I 
thiok it is not proper to put in the extracts them. I object to this copy of 
the Union Herald as part of the testimony. 

Mr. CAMERON. The governor will furnish his scrap-book and the committee will 
select such of them as they think proper. 

Tho Witxess. These extracts in the Union Herald, while all the surroundings 
are not presented thero, are fair samples. The practical working of my adminis- 
tration was also stated in pea aap) ARIA and especially in the Charleston News 
and Courier, and I have here an article published July 11, 1876, in the News and 
Courier, in which are detailed the practical results of my administration of the 
State government as they chose to state them, item by item. (A. See Documentary 
Evidence, volume 3, Part X, ii.) 


By Mr. MERRMOXN: 


2 Is that an editorial iu that paper? 
That is an editorial. 

Mr. Mxnnixox. I object to its being inserted in the testimony. 

Mr. CAMERON, (to the witness.) You can proceed. 

The WirNISSs. The people of the State became divided to some extent upon that 
theory carly in the beginning of last year, and tho two took the name, so 
far as the Stato was conce! of tho straight-outs and the conservatives "— 
sometimes called by an old South Carolinian nome, the c- ion policy.” The 
ptr jit ge party insisted upon nominating democratic candi inanguratin 
a strictly party campaign and the conservatives approved of the policy which 
have indicated and were in favor of nominating somebody who would represent 
good home government without reference to his feelings in national politics. Tho 
democratic narty held a convention here in May, 1876 a and in that convention the 
question was presented. ` 


By Mr. Merumon: 


Was that a State democratic convention f 

„That was a State democratic convention. The primary object of it was to 
select delegates to the Saint Louis democratic national convention, but this ques- 
tion of the proper policy to be observed in State politics came up. There was no 
decisive on en; they declined to commit themselves to the straight-out 
movement, and it was understood in that convention that the prevailing sentiment 
of the convention was in favor of the other n Policy, the conservative policy, which 
1 think at that time there is very little doubt the majority of the democratic part 
in the State were in favor of. Then came influences, the approach of the nat saat 
conventions, the stirring up of political feeling upon both sides, and I think it hada 
tendency to make such a policy—the policy co-operation or the conservative 
policy—impracticable; and we come down then to Jnly. Early in July there was 
an event happened which has had probably great influence upon party politics and 
Oae the constitution of political parties here sinco, and that is what I call the 

mburgh massacre, which occurred on the 8th of July. That, however intended 
or from whatever immediate cause it arose—thero is, of course, a dispute about 
that as well as about tho individuals who were responsiblo for it; but there can 
be no doubt that its effect was very consideral:lo upon the politics of the State, and 
tended to make the conservative policy which I bare spoken of still less practicable. 
That event, I believe, has been very fully described to you. After I had learned, 
as I believe, the essential facts of the case, I spoke officially and publicly with 
reference to it in letters. I had no occasion to speak orally in public, but in 
various official communications I characterized it as brutal murder. I have never 
ebarged it u any individual. I have been e with holding individuals 
responsible for it, That is a thing that I have never done, however much I might 
have been tempted to do it and . as I might be convinced as to who the 
individuals were who were responsible. I did not consider, in advance of a judicial 
trial, that it was becoming in me as governor to do more than characterize the 
event; that I did freely and fully, as I believed it to be. I have hero, if the com- 
prep hen pes nr fag documents 5 connection with = 8 

n su g a history of these times, as well as for ° 
formation of the committee. 


Will state what they are to the committee f 

ple wy ver geo in thia order; First, the official letter of the attorney- 

paan of State, who went, nnder my direction, to Hamburgh to investigato 

© matter. (See mentary Evidence, vol. 3, Part X, iii.) ETRIE 
T 


3 
$ 
i 
f 
; 
j 
f 
; 
, 


H 

eke en Gatun ia tho ee (See Documentary 
stage of the Hamburgh matter, but still connected with it, I 
he trials or consenting to a postponement i the trials of te nar ged 

ng the or n 0 s © en; 
4 burgh affair, at the Spee ber term of the court at Allen. (See Docu 

mentary Evidence, vol. 3, Part X, x.) 

Those papers, I think, cover the Hamburgh matter so far as it is officially stated 


by me. 

As I stated, the effect of the Hamburgh massacre was to arouso a very strong 
feeling, which took the Une, $a eee extent, of white and colored, It was, in point 
of fact, the killing of a number of colored men by white men; it was also the kill- 
ing of a number of blicans 5 and it had naturally, and in point 

‘act, a very great effect upon relations of es here; but, perhaps more 
than — ap 5 else, the anxiety that I felt in denouncing the Hambargh affair led 
gradually to a very different fecling on the part of the people of the State as to my 
Ct x Tho Aa ge WAIORA I 3 p respecting — Hamburgh soe ze 
Tega! y some portion 0 o! tate as reflecting u tho 
of tho State generally, and bad 2 tical effect. EES Si 

Tho democratic party held their State convention in August—I do not remember 


the exact date—an that time (owing to two causes I should say ; tirst, the 9 
proach of the nati contest, which called out party feeling. but more especia 
to tho inflnence of the Hamburgh affair) the conservative policy had lost 8 


aud when that convention met in August it was found that those in favor of the 
conservative policy were in the minority. 

he conservative policy, though, still had a strong minority in that convention, 
I think, upon one or two test questions which arose in that convention, the vote 
was about sixty in favor of the conservative policy and abont eighty in favor of 
the straight-out party; but the action of tho convention resul in the nomina- 
tion of General W. Hampton and a full democratic ticket, and no effort at 
co-operation, but a straight democratic movement. Of course that ended, then, all 
disposition there might have been among republicans to sacrifice somewhat of 


party feeling for the sake of the government of the State, and made no course 
sible — the nomination of a straight republican ticket. The republican —.— 
veution met on the 10th of 1 and at that convention I was renomivated 


for governor, and a full lican ticket was nominated along with mc. Thus 
the canvass was opened with General Wade Hampton as the’ candidate of the 
democratic party with a full democratic ticket behind him, and myself as the’can- 
didate of the republican y with a republican ticket associated with me. 

In order to describe the campaign in its early developments beforo the Ham- 
burgh affair, I will mention that during the months of July and August I made a 
canvass of the State in the interest of the movement of which Ihave spoken. Iwas 
very much in favor of a movement that should subordinate party politics, so far as 
tho government of South Carolina was concerned, to good government, and in the 
division of ies here I thought it would be goga t both parties should 
have some share in the government of the State; and while I was always a repnb- 
lican, and a radical republican, and am still, yet I looked upou the government of 
Sonth Carolina as something that should be conducted upon a less partisan basis 
than we would act u in other States; and I made a canvass during the months 
of July and August in the State, a sort of personal canvass, speaking in behalf of 

l government and in favor of such action on the part of my own pgrty as would 
ring that about. It was during this canvass that I came to know tho spirit of 
— 3 and the mode proposed of conducting the campaign on the part of 

e democrats. 

I think it was on the 12th of August that I went to Edgefield Court House to 
attend a meeting called at my instance by tho republicans and arranged for by the 
republicans, that was avery notable cecasion. Doubtless the committee have 
heard a great deal about it, and I need not describo it in detail. The public meet- 
ing was practically broken up and prevented. There was nothing like freo speech 
allowed by the democrats who were assembled there. The demonstration was 0 
overawing and ce in size and so brutal and determined in its charac- 
ter as to mako it a practical denial of free s h; and although, as I have siated, 
was oray republicans and the platform erected by republicaus 

to any e to take any part in it, yet the whito 

people, led by General aod Gen Butler, did take possession of it and did 
actically eny free s; I was myself abused and insulted, from the moment 
arrived at Edgetield Court House until I left the town, in a manner that would 
surpass the belief of one who had not become familiar with the same course of 
treatment in this State, I hardly think thero are any other States that would fur- 
nish an e ence that would cause a man to lose his surprise at knowing what 
occurred that day in Edgefield. I do not know that it is necessary to undertake to 
give the language, but it was in all respects as 8 on the part of General 
, for as he could find language in which to ex elf. Ho was 

not sees with forage me as a public man, or as a poli but he descended 
es 


to very 

As Í said, the meeting was taken possession of by the white le who were 
armed. So far as I ober: every white man on The ground 8 with 
from one to three or five pistols. They surrounded tho stand, crowded upon i 
and broke it down, and climbed into trees over our beads, and during the time 
was attem to speak (about halfan hour) I was frequently interrupted with 
remarks which were intended simply as insults to me. 

At that time I saw also the tion that has since become well known under 
tho name of rifle club, of which t ECC organiza- 
tions of a appearance, and of military conduct, mounted, marching under 
ofticers who were 


recognized rs, and who issued mili- 
tary commands. They appeared on t 
from six to eight bes’ de f perhaps more, 


front of the hotel where I was stopping, to conve 
me, kuowing that I was lodged at house. 


the meetin; 
and no invitation extend 


respects, my experience was equal to that in Edgefield. Tho array of riflo clubs 
was greater. I think there red of them moun 
and marching, as I stated, in military order, and under the command of 

speak now from personal 


safo— 


By Mr. MERRIMON: 
State what they said, J 
2 I could hardly state ali that. i 
They said that the white people had made up their mind to rule this country 
hereafter, and that we might as woll understand that atonce; and that we leaders, 
if any disturbance occurred, would be held ly responsible. They were 
very careful to repeat that on all occasions, and to announce that they were armed 
and prepared. Colonel D. Wyatt Aiken, in tho most in ry manner and 
style, declared that they were ly to assert their rights by war; and he added 
the well-known phrase, War to the knife, and the knife to the hilt.” That was 
one specific expression, and that was the tone of all of them. I cannot repeat them 
in detail, though I wish I could, because they would convey a more correct impres- 
sion and a more graphic idea of the kind of that were made. 
I had the same experience in general at way, down in Barnwell County, a 
faw Saye later: and the same again at Lancaster Court House, in anotber distant 
the State, bordering on North Carolina, where the rifle clubs appeared in 
‘orce and conducted th ves in the samo general manner that I have described. 
At Midway I think I enconntered the most—next to General Gary's $ h at 
Edgefield, certainly, I think that in sheer brutality, unmixed and ünrulleved by 
anything like wit or sense, the most brutal s t I ever listened to, from one 
D. G. ‘Tillman, then, or afterwards, a candidate for Congress on the democratic 
ticket from that district. The speeches on all these occasions, as I stated before, 
were of the same general character, but I mention this as an exceptionally vicious 
and indecent speech. There was another feature connected with these mectin, 
that I want to — . of, asido from what I have already mentioned. 
policy of as ing a division of time at meeti called by republicans to dis- 
iti aiai 


cuss the rs of the SeT and to defend republican principles and 
policy. democrats came there an insisted that they bad equal rights with 
the republicans. It is an incredibly impudent claim. 
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Q- They demanded equal rights at the meetings! 
They demanded equal rights at the meetings. Nad tape u the platform 
sw 


0 
1 without li t Ed d, whi tht at aad of 
n any leave or license, as a , where on 
the saceting, an Batler and General Gary both addreneed the audience 
led recognized ; and 


ary 
ing to be heard; if there was any troub! conseq 
the demand to be heard, that he wanted it to be understood that the responsibility 
would be with the blicans, and the republican leadors, intimating that if there 
should be trouble and bloodshed, tho leaders would be killed or injured first. Well, 
that was division of time, a thing that I had never heard of before, and that I re- 
garded as the height of impudence and aioe ; but as the republicans were not 
armed, and were not Ly ya for physi collision with these people, this demand 
was yielded to at those four meetings that I have spoken of. I yielded to them 
— because I was not willing to take the sibility of a massacre. We 
would not have yielded to them if it had not been that the } ves of & t many in- 
nocent persons would doubtless have been sacrificed if we had made the offer to 
assert our rights. The democrats insisted upon having half the timo, and usually 
occu more than half the time. At the mectings which I attended democratic 
ers were always listened to with patience and silence. 
Q Not interrupted by republicans ? 

. Not interrupted at all; I never heard a discourteous word spoken by are- 
publican speaker of a democrat who was present, or an offensive word of any kind; 
while I never attended one of those meetings that the republicans were not cov- 
ered with the most violent abuse. Thore were, of course, exceptions among the 
democratic speakers. I will mention that General McGowan, at the Edgefield 
meeting, e a fair democratic argument, and it was a very notable exception. 
Tho rest of the 13 were violent, personal, abusive, and calculated to stir up 
the bad feelin the people and to alarm the colored opie; There was at these 
meetings also tho presence of armed bodies of men, called “riflo clubs,” and t 
wero generally crenwink at these gatherings of republicans; and that, with th 
enforcement of the impudent and intolerable demand for a division of time at the 
republican meetings, constituted the two chief features of the campaign, so far as 
it took the form at all of publio discussion. The democrats made it a point to 
assem ble their rifle clubs and to have them t, and to march about the vi 
uttering their cries, which are commonly called “rebel yells,” and pe n — 0 
demonstrations possible short of actual violence on these occasions, and intimidat- 
ing and putting in fear the blicans. Then they forced themselves on the 
meetings as I have said, and took those occasions to make it so uncomfortable for 
tho republican speakers as to induce them to abandon the canvass. So far as my 
observation went, the object of these features which I have described was to pre- 
vent a canvass by the republicans of the State. 


By Mr. CAMERON: 


You have spoken of rifle clubs; now give the committee, as correctly as 
A wosteuont of the number, ee eee and organization of ee Ade 


2 Some of the rifle clubs that existed during the late campaign had existed for 
some time. They were professedly social, exclusively so, in their object, and were 
ly accepted as such by the people of the State, so far as I know, and cer- 
ly so My myself; but they constitated comparatively few. Some of them had 
received charters of incorporation, and they had, therefore, somo ! organiza- 
tion and basis; but the majority of them, by far the larger part of them, were 
organized and used—I cannot give the motives of the men, and can only speak, of 
course, of what occurred ; they wero used for political purposes in the late cam- 
paign; they were used as a basis of organization, if I may so speak: the rifio club 
speared to be the unit of organization. The number of rifle clubs in the county 
ordinarily measured the effective democratic o! tion of that county, as far 
as I could learn, and they extended all over the State. I think there was no county 
in which there was not a good many of them. As I said before, they had every 
form of a mili organization; they had their officers who were addressed as 
captains and lieutenants and sergeants and corporals, 1 myself heard all those 
addresses used, and commands given by using those military terms. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Will the Senator from New Hampshire yield ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MITCHELL. At the suggestion of my friend, the Senator from 
Connecticut, I move an adjournment. 

Mr. EATON. I am somewhat astonished —— 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I call the Senator to order. 

Mr. EATON. What is the matter with my friend from New Hamp- 
shire? He has been on the floor all night. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. My friend from Connecticut is out of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The debate proceeds by unanimous 
cousent. The Senator from Oregon moves that the Senate do now 
adjourn, [at ten o’clock a. m.] 

r. WALLACE, I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MITCHELL, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
the Senator from Delaware, [ Mr. eee e 

Mr. MATTHEWS, (when his name was called.) I am paired on 
this question with the Senator from 5 r. MCCREERY.) If 
he were here, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. MERRIMON, (when Mr. Raxsom’s name was called.) I beg 
to state to the Senate that my colleague [Mr. Ransom] is ill and is 
paired with the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. INGALLS.) If my colleague 
were here, he would vote “nay” and the Senator from Kansas would 
probably vote “ yea” on this motion. 

The roll-call was concluded. : 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, I am paired with the Senator 
from Maryland, [Mr. DENNIS. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I am paired with the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. PATTERSON] until ten o'clock. Although it is slightly past that 
time, 1 am disposed to withhold my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 18, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Al Anthony, Booth, Burnside, Cameron of Wisconsin, 
8 Christiancy, Conkling, Dorsey, Hoar, Howe, Kirkwood, Me Millan, Mor- 
ril dock, Saunders, Teller, and Wadleigh—18. 

AYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of IIlinoſs, Davis of 
West Virginia, Garland. Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Kernan, 
Lamar, McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon, Morgan, Randolp 
hees, Wallace, 


b, Thurman, Voor- 
Whyte, and Withers—25. 


3700000700000 Hamlin, In 

er, Daw muni ‘erry, Grover, D, 

John: Jones 5 McCreery, Matthews, bie 7 Mitchell, Oglesb; ome 
orson, Pm Ransom, Rolling, Ganges, Senlabery, Sharon, ee and Win 


Barnum, Blaine, Brace, Cameron of Pennsylva- 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President—— 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If the Senator from New Hamp- 
by will yield to me for a short time, I should like to occupy the 

oor. 

Mr, WADLEIGH. I will yield to the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr, CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] remarked yesterday, a I ought to say 
he remarked to-day, because it is the same legislative day, that the 
claim of Mr. Butler to a seat in this body cannot be discussed with- 
out at the same time discussing the claim of Mr. Corbin to a seat in 
this body. I agree with that Senator that the claims of these two 
Sa are so blended together, so to speak, that one cannot be 

iscussed without at the same time to a greater or less extent dis- 
cussing the other. 

Mr. Corbin claims to have been elected a Senator from the State of 
South Carolina on the 12th day of December last. Mr. Butler claims 
to have been elected a Senator from that State to fill the same seat 
on the 19th day of December last. If the election of Mr. Corbin was 
legal, there was no vacancy at the time that Mr. Butler claims to have 
been elected. A very excellent brief has been handed to me, discuss- 
ing the claims of Mr. Corbin to a seat in this body; and, inasmuch 
as the Committee on Privileges and Elections has not had an o por- 
tunity of reporting n this case, I will ask the indulgence of the 
Senate while I read this brief. I do not read it merely for the pur- 
pose of killing time; I read it because it clearly, and at the same 
time succinctly, states the facts upon which the claim of Mr. Corbin 
to a seat in this body is founded, and also clearly states the law aris- 
ing from those facts. 

. HILL. Is that the same brief that was read in the speech of 
the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. MeMLLAx T7] 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It is not. It is one equally as 

however. 

Mr. EATON. And no better. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I think it is a little better; but 
Senators will have an opportunity of deciding that for themselves 
after they hear it. If they do not choose to listen to it, it will 
into the RECORD and they will have an opporionity of reading it in 
of iim at their leisure. I now , Mr. President, to read 

is : 


The facts upon which Mr. Corbin's claim to a seat in the Senate rests are as 
follows: 
The term of T. J. Robertson as Senator from South Carolina expired March 4, 


877. 
A general election was held in that State November 7, 1876, for State and county 
officers, and for members of the house of representatives of the State Legislature, 


PE gar Banger board consis 

tion for their respective counties, called, in this connection, board 
canvassers; second, by the several boards of county canvassers to board of 
State canvassers at Columbia, the capital of the State; and, 


The board of State canyassers on November 22, 1876, completed their canvass of 
this election and returned as duly elected sixteen State senators and one hundred 


and sixteen members of the house of representatives. 
Subsequently, and e to November 28, 1876, the ee state deliv- 
ered the official certificate of his election to each person d elected by the 


of State canvassers. 

On the 28th day of November, 1876, the newly elected senators, with those hold- 
ing over from the former election, met and organized as the senate, in the senate 
chamber of the State-house. The legality of tho senateas a legislative body and 
tho regularity of its organization have never been questioned. 

On the samo day, fifty-nino of the persons declared elected by the board of State 
canvassers met in tho hall of the house of representatives in the State-house and 
organized as the house of representatives. 

‘he two bodies thus recognized each other, respectively, as the senate 
and house of representatives of the State by the interchange of official commu- 
nications pertaining to legislative business. They also officially recognized Gov- 
ernor Chamberlain as the governor of the State and were officially recognized by 
him as the senate and of representatives, together constituting the Gencral 
Assembly of the State. 


On November 29, 1876, five persons who contested the election of the ns de- 

elec: v the board of State canvassers as representatives of Barnwell 

County were declared by this house of representatives to be entitled to seats and 
wero admitted and sworn in as members. 

On December 2, 1876, five persons who in like manner contested the election of 
the persons declared elected by the board of State canvassers as representatives of 
Abbeville County were declared by this house to be entitled to seats and were 
admitted and sworn in as members. 

On December 5, 1876, four r paraa, contestants for seats from Aiken 
County, were in like manner admitted and sworn in as members. 

‘The members thus admitted, with the original membership of fifty-nine, ma“ o 
the whole number of members of this house of representatives (commonly known 
as the Mackey house) seventy-three. 

On December 2, 1876, this house of representatives considered the matter of the 
election for members of the house of representatives in Edgefield and Laurens 
Counties, and declared that no valid election was held in those counties on the 7th 
of November, 1x76. 

On the 12th day of December, 1876, being the second Tuesday after the said 23th 
day of November, 1876, the two bodies above described, procceded in the manner 
prescribed by the statutes of the United States (United States Revised Statutes, 
title II, chapter 1, page 3) to elect a Senator in Congress 
10 100 Corbin received a majority of all the votes cast in both bodies on December 


On the following day, December 13, 1876, the two bodies convened in joint as- 


1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


697 


sembly, at twelve o'clock m. ; 


the journal 
that D. T. Corbin had received a majority of all the votes in each house, he was 


of each house was read, and it appearing 


declared dul 

Mr. Corbin’s 9 woro . 
berlain, who was until December 14. 14, 1870, the unquestioned of the mo — 
General AC eee, r. the office until after his inauguration on De- 
cember 14, 1 


It is ged oa to consider the following questions : 
First. W. cpr, f Corbin vali on the 13th of December, 1876? 
Tt hen already been stated that no question has ever been mado as to the com ete 


validity as a lecislative body and a constituent house of the General Assembly, of 
the senate which sat in the State-house and nied with the house of repre. 
sentatives, in which Mr. Corbin received a ity of votes. No other body ever 
claimed to be the senate. 

This senate never in any ö 


manner recognized the 

which assumed to be the house of re nino 

monly known as the Wallace house,) and which met in a pub! in Columbia 
The action of this senate, so far as it enters into the title of Mr. Cor- 

. eee ee valid. 


Tops prea tatives which sat in the State-house, 
2 of Mr. Ne most important question which arises in 
8 case. 
The validity of this body is called in question. It is claimed, in denial of Mr. 
Corbin's e this bow babe rear valid Loomis pga body under the 
a quorum 


constitu- 
tion and lawsof South ; that it of lawfully clected 
members; that all its acts were null and me 


are these: 
The article 2, section 4, 5 

“The house of portioned ammo shall consist of one hundred and 8 
members, to be a among the counties to the number of 
inhabitants in cac) 


Edgefield and 

and sixteen thus declared elected jo beng pring 
State canvassers and holding certi of election from the secretary of state, 
e took part in the o ä representatives in the State- 
house on November 28, 1876, CCT 
by tie Board of State canvassers and holding certificates of election from the secre- 
PP dd 

Attention is directed in the argument against Mr. Corbin's Gp ord prayers, 


pam 


after the of house of reprise mech which Corbin, 
certain of who took part ate bere eg and acted with 
another itself the house 3 co eer ves, thereby reducing 
the number of members sittin; the Mackey house from fifty- 
nine to fifty-three, of whom only forty-four eres a 

There is no force in . 6 
members w! with ey house was never w fifty-nine. 


y 
The statement that or ap of the ori; — wh ey 
house only forty-four voted for Mr. Corbin, no significance. is 
not how many canvassing-board nat ns Corbin, — — many 
lawful members voted for him? If the house N lawfully organized on Novem- 
the members admitted on the 29th or subsequently were la 
members, eee to to all the rights and powers Pox eee to any mem! 


in South Carolina are (1) that," the Pouse shall consist of one D — Greys 
8 and (2) that 33 constitute a quorum 


to do 

ee here is, what is the meanin: 
tho phrase, “a majority of onset” Does it mean a majority of 2 
and twenty-four, apg riera the members duly elected or qualified ? 

Asan S K 


eee 
6 


vot Ageng ten se acted the 
n opposition to this view, it is said that it it be held that a number less than a 
arene of the whoo ble representation constitute a quorum, then under 
somo circumstances it be in the power of a small fraction of the whole repre- 
sentation to hold — exercise a of the house. This is admitted, but such 
the life itself of the State. The Government will beable 


inten y admitted in the | work or rinie law of a State. A 

constitution. receive a construction, if possible, which 
shall be in harmony with this idea of the perpetuity of the government, its un- 
broken life and If the rule were ] 


United States and the constitution of South Carolina 
may be said to contain identical upon this point. The Constitution of 


the United States provides as follows: 

Article 1, peor 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
from each Puta, chason by the Legislature thereof for six years." 

agren 1, section 2. Tho number of 9 shall not 3 one for 

y thousand, but each State shall have at least one tage ioraa aol 

from the corresponding pro- 


The ART respect in which these provisions differ 


r . ite 
of senators and representatives is not stated. The rule of tation is laid 
down, and under that rule there is always, at any specified nt of timo, a fixed 
. Deri Pe cnesemv hip Congress, precisely as much so as in 


In and for the purposes of the present discussion, these two constitu- 
are identical, and it is idle to insist that tho mere verbal differ- 


engo is of the least . —— in the Constitution of the United States and 

quorum in 0 an 

that off South e ave e terme, DADON T LA sonjortty of of cach House 
tuto a qnorum to do business.” 

the Senate of the United States prior to 1862 it was held 

ractice, in that consisted 


shall constitute 
It will be found 


fied. 
been maturely considered 
Sherman, of Ohio, offered a resolution, which was 
the Judiciary, in 8 
“ Resolved, That a tan et ny re entitled to seats in 


this body, isa constitu 8 ory ve ning 
22 1862, this resolution was Sikes rasto Da upon the table 


ayy 
19 to 18. 
. Sherman offered a resolution, which was referred to the 
Commi: {tho Judiciary, in these words: 
“ Resolved, That a quorum of the Senate consists of a majority of the Senators 
* 15 ale to the Judi havin; discharged from th 
on w 0 
consideration of the resolution, twas taken up and debated, On this and 
9 the subject was elaborate ee — a fet Ses 
vis against the resolution, and by Senators Johnson and Sherman 
in its favor. The words “or qualified " hav: — struck out, the resolution was 
E . sists of = sin Deeper earns 
0 con: am 
Globe, March 7, Sires Berara es 
has alread C 56 
i | prior to 1861 had been sidered until 1801, During the Hest seeion of tho 
considered ng ee rst session of the 


decided that a quorum of the House consisted R — 

and he was sus bby the Hones in this deciaion. (J 

tives, first on, Thirty-seven: ) 

The effort has sometimes ahs SS OPES ie renee = 


This is a mistake. The decision was was made fifteen days aftr tho organisation of 

the House, and upon a question which did not involve the question of the validity 
organization. 

by the 

among its Rules.” 


The Constitu- 
both H 


2 — 8 
e Legislature resigned in order to defeat a on decd ti 
amendment. The remaining members thereupon ded — — two- 


E 
. 


Tl 
17 
11 
$ 
wi 3 
E 
Ẹ 


È 
8 
= 
2 
8 


j x Dales trea 
to determine the validi are 
serve, and not a majority of the whole number appoin 


EF 
í 


i 
f 
1 
j 
i 
T 


and aps 
court may be said, without injustien, 


That 
to have taken part in the era N contests of Tho State, Instead of leav- 
epartments of 


ing such contests to bo settled by other d the Government, the court 
readily and zealously en in those contests. 
of that court, which it becomes to examine at this point, 
was taken under these circumstances: After the ey house and the Wallace 
house were each o! the former with fifty-nine and the latter with tifty- 
seven members dec elected b can speaker of = was ted 
as er 


of the election to the secretary of state, who is required 
house of representatives. 
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By the return of the secretary of state to the rule to show canse, issued by the 


supreme court upon the petition above stated, it appeared that that officer had 
delivered tho returns to the er of the Mackey house. 

‘Tho return of the speaker of the Mackey house showed that he had received the 
returns from the secretary of state, and held them by virtue of his office as speaker, 
and he denied the power and jurisdiction of the court in 

The court thereupon reserved the question as to the secretary of state for fur- 
ther argument, and dismissed the petition as to Speaker Mackey. 

In coming to this conclusion, the court said that sixty. three members were in 
their seats when Mr. Wallace was elected. * * * That the house of representa- 
tives consisted of one hundred and twenty-four members, and sixty-three were 
necessary for a quorum to do business. That all the members had certifi- 
cates from tbe secretary of state except eight, and the qualification of these eight 
was established by the proceedings in this court. That no matter what was 
the character of the certificates they bad, the return of the board:of State can- 
vasaers to the court showing that 3 received the greatest number of votes 
iu their particular counties entitled to access to the floor for the purpose of 


a 

tis submitted here that in taking cognizance of this matter and rendering a 
decision therein the court pany tbe limits of its judicial powers, 
and that its decision is void and binding on no one, being enti: only to such 
consideration as its reasonings may claim. 

Tho constitution of the State, in section 26 of article 1, provides that “in the 
government of this Commonwealth the legislative, executive, and judicial powers 
of the government shall be forever separate and ot from each other.” 

That the due organization of the house of representatives is a legislative pomor 
or function, and not à judicial one, seems too clear for argument. Two ies 
52785 3 re to be Wee yore SE TAPLO INAT This Vaa contos: 

a pure tical question, No ts uf property, no personal wero 
EA aN N — a 5 bet veen two seetious or parts of one legislative body, 
each claiming to represent that sae No other questions were involved. 

It is not ied that out of such a controversy judicial questions cyt arise. 
Whenever the action of either of the con involves the rights of 
other persons, as, for example, if a statute had passed by either of these 
evapo rege * t to deny that the f thi 
no! of this argumen y courts of the 
State might jima inquired into the question of the due organization of the house. 


the matter. 


uestion. 

Wide case was, of course, disguised in the form of judicial ure. There was 
plaintiff and defendant, relator and respondent. ‘The inary jadicial writ of 
mandamus was 8 but looking beneath the forms and regarding the ques- 
tion involved, it must be evident that the question bore no judicial aspect. 
Whether Mackey or Wallace was entitled to have the election returns was a 
question which directly involved the action of the members of the legislative body, 
not in its effects upon citizens ls. but in relation to the due organization of 
that body under powers paneer to it alone by the constitution. 

The conclusion of the court itself shows its want of jurisdiction over the case. 
It held that Mackey, not being an e could not be reached by man- 
damus and sed the petition. It d grant no relief, accomplish no result, 
and yet it proceeded to express an opinion. This was extrajudicial. The court 
must haye recognized this dilemma at the outset, namely, if Mackey is speaker he 
is the lawful custodian of the returns, if he is not speaker he is not such an official 

rson as can be reached by mandamus. Hence, in either event no writ could 
Tove been issued, and nothing remained but to dismiss the petition. 

Under these circumstances, the expression of an opinion that Wallace was the 
speaker and that sixty-three members are necessary to form a quorum was utterly 

obiter dictum. - 


uncalled for, a mere em 
When, therefore, it is c that the su © court of the State is em 

to construe the constitu and hence to decide upon the question of a quorum; 
wo answer that this is trne only when the court has a proper case before it requir- 
ing Gu decision of such a question. 

t reasons, then, did the supreme court give for holding the opinion that 
sixty-three members were necessary to form a quorum! None. It was their un- 
supported opinion, a dictwm in every 


and other courts 8 

any part of an opinion which was not needful to the 
tithe in question between the parties. In Cohens vs. Vi 
court was much pressed with some 
vs. And Mr Chief. Just 
disregarded that general ex 


p! are y yond 
case, they may be respected, but ought not to control the judgment in a subse- 
ment oath, when The. tease ot this maak 


ble 
The cases of ex parte 


There is another question lying back of those already discussed, which will 
doubtless receive the attention of the Senate, viz: Was the action of the board of 
State canvassers, in refusing to certify the election of members of the house for 
Edgefield and Laurens Counties, Jegat 

How far the Senate will feel au zed or inclined to go in an inquiry into the 
right of members of State Legislatures to their seats, isof course matter of doubt. 
It is believed, bowever, that tho case of Sykes vs. Spencer, presents the extreme 
limit reached hitherto. In that case two islatures were organized. One had 
a onas made up of members holling regular certificates of election ; the other 
had a quorum ef members a part of w held no certificates of election. Subse- 
quently to the election of Sykes and er by these bodies respectively, a fusion 
was effected, and it was conceded in effecting such fusion that a part of those who 
voted for Sykes were not in fact elected though holding certificates; and on the 
other hand, that a part of those who voted for Spencer were in fact elected though 
holding no certificates. This admitted fact the Senate took notice of, and upon it 
hold that the election of Spencer was food. The Senate did not then undertake 
for itsclf to inquire into disputed questions of fact regarding the election of mem- 
bers sat the ture, nor to pass upon disputed questions of law regarding such 
elections, 

The present case presents disputed questions of law and fact regarding the right 
of an to sit for field and Laurens Counties in the org of 
bors: 8 their ae determined by the house — 

The fact bas already been stated that the board of State canvassers did not deter- 
mine and declare any person elected to the houso of representatives for Edge- 
field and Laurens Counties. It may also be mentioned here, that in consequence 


of this action of the board of canvassers, no representing Edgefield or Lan- 
rens Coun teak pars in Cha crgantaataon of tha AOKO ROSSE. 
The sions of the statutes of South Carolina defining the and daties 
of the canvassing boards which are important tothe present question are as follows: 
Sec. 16. The board of county canvassers shall then proceed to count tho votes 
of the county, and shall make such statements thereof as the nature of tho election 
shall require, within ten days of the time of the first meeting as a board of county 
canvassers, and shall transmit to the board of State canvassers any protest, and all 
papas relating to the election. 
21. The board of Stato canvassers shall, upon certified copies of the state- 
ments made by the board of county canvassers, proceed to make a statement of the 
3 number of votes given at such election for the various officers, and for cach 


voted for, distinguishing the several counties in which they were 3 : 


They shall certify such statements to be correct, and subscribe the same wi 
names. 
shall make and subscribe, on the 


what s have been 8 number ä 
or ei of them. They shall have power, and it is mado 
cases under protest or contest that „ power to do so does not, by 
the constitution, reside in some other body. 

Sec. 27. The board shall have power to adjourn from day to day for a term not 
exceeding ten days. ` 

A large mass of evidence in the form of affidavits was laid before the board of 
State canvassers, tending to show irregularities and illegal influences affecting the 
election in the counties of Edgefield and Laurens, to such an extent as to it 
impossible for the board to determine and declare who had been duly elected. 


Edgefield County. 
Tt may be here stated that the leading evidences respecting the election in Edge- 


field county were: 
First. immense dis; on between the whole number of votes cast at 


the 
County, as then constituted, was 42,496. This included tho village of Hamburgh, 
and the townships of Gregg, Hammond, and Schumltz, having at that time, accord- 


however. 

According to the State census of 1875, the entire population of Edgefield County, 
as now constituted, is 35,039. 

The whole number of votes castin this county at the late election, according to tho 
returns before the board of State canvassers, was 9,374. Taking, then, either the 
United States census of 1870 or the State census of 1875, as giving the population of 
this county, the result is that at that election the votes cast consi ly exceeded 
the ratio of ono vote for every four inhabitants. This fact alone would throw a great 
discredit u the accuracy of tho returns. 

Bat by the State census of 1875 the whole number of male 8 over twenty- 
one of age in the county of Edgefield is only 7,122, showing an excess in the 

vote cast at this election, according to the returns, of 2,252 over the entire pos- 
sible vote of the county. 

Second. A comparison of the vote of the county at previous electicns. 

In 1870 the en vote of this county for governor Wus 8. 251. In connection with 
the vote of this year, it should be remembered that General M. C. Butler was a can- 
didate u the democratic ticket for licutenant-governor. It is fair to presume 
that, to the fact of his being a citizen of this county, and the acknowledged 
leader of the democratic party in that county, he brought out the full democratic 
strength. In the vote of 1 as given above, is incl the vote of that portion 
of the county which has since been made a part of the county of Aiken. By refer- 
ence to the United States census of 1870, it will be found. as y stated, that 
the entire population of the terri now embraced in Aiken County was 7,723, 
which gives a voting population—reckoning by the same ratio as is established by 
a comparison of the entire population of the county with the whole number of 
males over twenty-one years f, in round numbers, 1,500. Deducting this 
number from the entire vote, 8.251, we have 6,751 as the vote for 1870 of what con- 


to take the vote for State senator in that county aa the standard of le are 
4,000 less than the re; vote 


hole 
twenty-one years of n this county was 7,122. An examination of these figuros 
will show the above vote of 1874—6,298—is very nearly six-sevenths of the entire 
number of over twenty-one years of age, according to the United States 
census of 1870, or the Stato censusof 175. The statistics of popular elections in this 


large excess of voters over the lawful vote of the county was duc to the increase 
exclusively of the democratic vote; for while the vote was at the recent election 
y increased over the vote at any previous election, yet the republican vote 
was decreased. This decrease in the republican voto was shown by the evidence 
before the State board of canvassers to be duo not to a natural change of p con- 
nections. but to the fact of an organized and systematic plan of iutimidation and 
violence carried on throughout tho canvass, and reaching its culmination on the 
day of the election 
© increase of the reported democratic vote of this year over tbo vote for Gen- 
eral M. C. Butler in 1870, before the county of Edgefield was divided, is 2,545, and 
an increase over democratic vote in 1874 of 3,367. 


r duty, to decide al 


1877. 
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Fourth. The evidences before the board of canvassers also establish the fact 
that many of the election oficera in Edgefield County were deterred by fear of 
iysical violence from discharging their duties ing to their convictions of 
nstice and right. This result was accomplished in various ways. Some of the 
iunnagers were prevented by threats from assuming the duties of their offices at 
all; others. again, during the progress of the election, were prevented from rejecting 
the votes of persons not authorized to vote; others were prevented from making 
such returns of the election as their judgment dictated, or from forwarding their 
statements or other written evidences of the fraud and violence practiced at their 
poll; and, finally, the nis 2g members of the board of county canvassers were 
coerced by threats of violence into signing retarns which they believed registered 
the results of this overwhelming fraud and violence rather than the free ballots of 
the lawful voters of this county. 


Laurens County. 
In Laurens County the conduct of the election in its leading features was 
not nnlike that in Edgefield County. This additional feature that the 
return of the county canvassers was signed by but two of the three com- 


uniler protest, affixing his 2 to the return itself, and afterwards filing his 
ft with the board of 


by this knowledge, and also by a personal o egal way 
the election 3 in some particulars, did not feel justified in subscrib- 
ing to the returns of the election in his official capacity as commissioner, and only 
consented to da so under protest, as said return will show on its face, when he 
became satisfied that his life would be placed in jeopardy if he declined to so sub- 
9 Ae 3 the statutes which h bee ted, and 

the provisions es which have now been presented, and upon 
the 8 affecting the election in Edgefield and Laurens Counties, of which 
the foregoing statement is but a brief and imperfect summary, the board of State 
canvassers determined that they could make no statement or determination of the 
election in these counties. They did not, as has sometimes been stated, declare in 
terms that the election in these counties was invalid or void; but simply that no 
statement or determination of the election should be made by them. 

That the board of State canvassers was authorized to reach such a conclusion, if 
in their judgment the facts presented to them wurranted woe, planes from the state- 
ment of the law under which they acted. They were requ to proceed to deter- 
mineand declare what have been by the greatest numberof votes duly elected 
to such offices or either of them.” In the present instance they found themselves 
unable to determine and declare that any persons had been by the greatest namber 
of votes duly elected as representatives for Edgefield and Laurens Counties, and 
they so declared. If for pw of argument it were here admitted that it was 
tho duty of the board to declare what persons appeared to be elected upon the 
faco of the returns, still until they did so declare, or until the house of representa- 
tives itself had acted upon the question, the persons claiming to be elected as rep- 
resentatives for these counties would have no claim to take part in the organiza- 
tion or proceedings of the house of representatives. 

It has been claimed in argument that the action of the board of State canvassers 
was illegal because they undertook to decide a case under protest or contest when 
the er to do so — ESA by the constitution, in the house of representatives 
itself. The answer to this is. that they did not undertake to decide any cases un- 
der protest or contest, or to decide at all upon the final right of any person to sit 
as representative for Edgefield or Laurens County. Their action may more prop- 
erly described as a mere reference of the matter to that body which by law 
had aright to pass finally upon the question of the election, qualifications, and 
returns of its own members, 

It is true that in many, and perhaps most of the States, the powers and duties of 
the returning or canvassing boards, have been held to be merely ministerial, con- 
sisting in the aggregation of the several returns from the various voting precincts 
throughont the State. The question, however, whether the powers and duties of 
a particular canvassing board are merely ministerial or not, will always depend 
upon the Jaw under which they act; and it does not follow that, because as a gen- 
eral rule, the powers of canvassing boards are merely ministerial, that they are so 
in any particular instance, 

While the board of State canvassers were engaged in the canvassing of the elec- 
tion, proceedings were instituted in the supreme court of the State for the purpose 
of score their action, And it is proper to consider the relations of those pro- 
ceedings to the present question. 

Those proceedings consisted of the ition of the democratic candidates for the 
various State offices, first, for a writ of prohibition to restrain the State canvassers 
from doing anything cares the ministerial acts of ascertaining from the returns 
and statements forwarded by the of county canvassers for the respective 
counties the who have received the highest number of votes for the offices 
for which they were candidates, and declare the same and certify the statements 
to the secretary of state; second, for a writ of mandamus to compel the board to 
ascertain from the said returns and statements the persons who received the 
8 number of votes for the offices for which they were candidates, and to 

eclare the same and certify such declaration to the secretary of state, 


te the 


upon the court made an order commanding the board to proceed to 
and ascertain 


The accordingly made a return to the court under this order, giving the 
various aggregates of the votes for the various candidates as they appeared on the 
face of the county canvassers’ return. The portion of this return relating to the 
counties of Edgetield and Laurens is as follows: 

“The board of State canvassers, icp teaser rays herein, hereby certify that it ap- 
— by the statements of the several of county canvassers laid before the 


rd that the following-named persons bave received the number — votes set 
„ namely: 


opposite their respective names for the several offices designated 
* EDGEFIELD COUNTY. 


Senator. 


Archie Weldon: = 
Fee . Yeas 


* This county is allowed one senator and tive representatives. 


The board further certifies that This statement is made to the court in obedi- 
ence to its order of November 17, 1876, but it is respectfully submitted that under 
the present proceedings in this court this board is not by law compelled to report 
any of its action to the court.” ‘ be A X 


This board further shows to this court that allegations and evidences of fraud 
have been filed with this board asto the election held in Edgefield County by man; 
of the managers of election in said county; but similar allegations have mado 
and filed as to one or more precincts in Barnwell County; that the statements of 
the commissioners of election for Laurens County laid this 


poa this board cannot, in their opinion, properly ascertain and certify who 
ve actually received the er number of legal votes in said counties for the 
several offices voted for, unless they have the opportunity of investigating these 
aljegations and hearing evidence upon these protests. 

This statement having been made to the court, the next day the court made the 


following order: 

“Itis ordered, That a writ of perom mandamus do issue, directed to the 
chairman and members of the board of State canvassers and the secretary of state, 
commanding the said board forthwith to declare duly elected to the offices of senators 
and members of the house of representatives the persons who by said certificates 
of the said board to this court have received the test number of votes therefor, 
and to forthwith deliver a certified statement and declaration thereof to the secre- 
tary of state, and commanding the secretary of state to make the poper record 
thereof in his office and without delay transmit a copy thereof, under the seal of 
his office, to each thereby declared to be elected, a like copy to the governor, 
— cause a copy thereof to be printed in one or more public newspapers of this 

tate.” 


Before this latter order was served upon the members of the board, the ten days 
allowed by law having expired. the board co upleted its canvass of the election re- 
torns, declared the election, and adjourned sine die. 

The course of the supreme court in this case is deserving of notice in several re- 


spects. 

First. When the 8 and the return were before the court there had been no 
refusal by the board to do any dat; imposed upon it. The board bad only begun 
— work as Bremer Pein rh the — issued its ney — 5 It is an 
— . 0 that a refusal to perform a duty must precede an a) 
plication — us. Eight of the ten days within which they could act still 

Second. The court immediately issued an order requiring the board to report to 
the court itself the result of the face of the eturns. The object of this order cannot 
bemistaken. It was to secure for the court the icformation necessary to determine 
beforehand the order to be made in order to accomplish a desired end. Can any other 
purpose be sı ted? The court is asked tu order the hoard to aggregate the re- 
turns and certify the results as the law directs. The court eri reply, Let the 
board show us first what the results will be. When those results are presented to 
the court then the order is made t> declaro those persons elected who, according 
to the report made to the court, have received the highest number of votes. 

Third Aside from all these evidences of partisan purposes, the action of the su- 

court was wholly without jurisdiction. This is true as to all the officers voted 
For at that election, and particularly of members of the Logisiatiro, It was in facta 
plain usurpation of power, whereby the functions of the of State canvasscrs 
were usurped by the supreme and the board required by the court to de- 
clare a specified result dictated to it by the court. 

The board had an undeniable t to deliberate and consult, and not until the 
— = its ten days could it be said to have refused to do any act imposed 
u y law. 

at the end of that time it could be reached by mandamus, the court might have 
had the power to grant the writ, though this is more than doubtful. 

What the court actually did was to attempt to control its action in advance of 
any decision of the board, or of any failure or refusal to act. 

fter the board bad acted, the courts Sea a os warranto have reversed the 
action of the board in cases where such a writ d lie; but as to members of the 
it was without jurisdiction at any time, either before or after the final 

action of the canvassers, to entertain the case. 

Such action on the part of the court was without precedent in South Carolina, 
It is believed to be without precedent in any State. 

The board had aright toreach a conclusion uninfluenced and uncontrolled by any 
power within the time limited by law for the completion of its work. If at that 
bay it acted wrongly or ill y, its action could by various means be reviewed 


No power could rightfully compel any decision, and especially any particular 
decision, until the expiration of the ten days allowed for its action. 7 

The only subsequent action of the court in this case was the imprisonment of 
the board for contempt of the order which was not served on them till after their 

rnment sine die. 
Sushing, in his Law and Practice of Legislative Assemblies, (page 52, section 
141.) speaking of returning officers, says: 

“ It remains to be observed, in conclusion, that the proceedings of these (return- 
ing) officers, from the necessity of the case, are, in the first instance, uncontrollable 
by any other authority whatever; so that if, on the one hand, notwithstanding 
an election has been effected, the returning officers neglect or refuse to make the 
proper return, the 5 there injured Is without remedy or orders until the 
assembly to which he is chosen has examined his case and udged him to be duly 
elected; and, on the other hand, if the returning officers make a return when no 
election bas in fact taken pi or of one who is not eligible, tho person returned 
will not only be entitled, but it his duty to assume and discharze the functions of 
a member until his return and election judged void.“ 

After the final adjournment of the board of State canvassera, November 22, 1876, 
the orders of the supreme court already recited were served upon them. 

That the board then had no er to reassemble and act npon the returns is clear. 
(Cooley on Constitutional tations, 622; Clark vs. Buchanan, 2 Minnesota, 346 ; 
33 New York, 603.) 

In Minnesota it has been held, in accordance with the principle just stated, that 
if the board of canvassers, after annulling the votes, adjourn without day, their 
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power in the premises is at an end, and they cannot reassemble; neither can a 
court, by mandamus, compel them to reassemble, or give them mpre in caso 
of thcirdoing so. (Clark vs. Buchan: Goodin, 


Wilson, Forty-second Congress ; Stat 2 Daumwicth, 21 Obi eit) sa 
1 © vè. 
The court ee to imprison the members of the bort for contempt. 
After their im; ment a writ of habeas corpus was sued out before Judge 


Bond, United States circnit goage, sitting at Columbia. Judge Bond delivered an 
elaborate decision in which held that the ings in the su © court of 
the State were withont jurisdiction, and that its order was void. 

“The first question to be decided at this time and upon this motion 
or not the supreme court of the State of South Carolina had jurisdiction to 
and determine the matter before it.” : 

After quoting the sections of the constitution which confer 7 the supreme 
coors ia uri ane is BOEn OE SBA SNE A SON powers of the 

© continues: 


The Supreme Co 
Miller, in the case of Gaines vs. Thompson, 
mined what the law is on this su and that 
which the court is asked to com 


that sn 
ven them.“ And for this Mr. Justico Miller quotes Sae opini of 
in the case of the Commissioner of Patents vs. Whi 
Wall., 522, and the law is stated to the samo offect in a ve 
Maryland, by Chief Justice Bowie—Miles vs. Bradford, 22 Md. Rop., 170—a case 
= porone the governor to canvass the votes was not so broadly given as 
case at * 


did not, by the constitution, reside in some other body. 
rsa the election of per- 


p 0 such 
sons as in their judgment, the majority of the | votes cast. Ift de- 
on eet . N pee em- 


suggestion is 
matters of protest or contest before them in persons 
who were candidates at the general election, and porine certify their de- 
termination in such contests and protesis to the 
pray thata writ of mandamus may issue, commanding 
‘the manager's returns and statements, fowarded to them by tho boards of county 
ogre | the persons who, at the general election on the 7th day of November, 
timo, the highest namber of votes; and commanding them and compelling 
them to revoke and annul any determination or decision which they may have 
made in any case of contest or protest, if any such there be.” 

Under the cases cited in the of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
Gaines vs. Thompson, 7 T lite onesie referred to, I am of opinion that tho su- 
premecourt of the State of South a had no jurisdiction to entertain any such 

su Penh dh aA a! The board of Stato canvassere is required 
to meet on the 10th day of November for the p of sifting, scrutinizing, not 
. statements of the coun’ ds, tierce 

We bave shown the “s tion“ itself in 5 the court had 
noj on to entertain it, and though the returns (to this writ) show that the 

are in custody solely for at oong the mandate of the court respecting 

tate officers, it is our duty to go bel the returns and look at the case as it pre- 
sented itself to the supreme court at its inception. What the relators asked the 
court to do in their original su is perfectly plain, and we have above quoted 
tie paragraph of the “suggestion ” which constituted tho poaa of complaint of 


In my judgment the whole matter was beyond the jurisdiction of the 

supreme court, and any order passed by them upon s “suggestion” is void. 
I think this in the sw court was the jurisdiction of that 
court; has the teenie fra ngs castors ce aay eg with discre- 


tionary poves which required them to discriminate tbe votes, to determine and 
certify the candidates elected after scrutiny, and that they were a part of the ex- 
ecutive department of the government, and were in no wise subject to the control, 
as to what they sbould do after tbey had commenced to perform that duty, of the 
judicial department.” wee Bond's opinion. 
e eee ed to the action of the Wallace honse in passing u 
the right o oe paos who claimed to represent Edgefield and Laurens Coun 
jou of the Wallace house it ap that on December 6 the creden- 
Peed to tbe IOIA ox privilege tnd closiieun, be lnyeatignte sat spire ae 
re: o the comm: on tions, to investi; re) as 
to their right to hold seats. = 11775 
On December 7, this committee reported that tho persons referred to were duly 
elected and entitled to their seats, and this re was ted. 
The chief and only real significance of this action is it is evidence of the 
want of confidence on the of the Wallace house in the 
n, as well as in the rent of the persons claiming to 


organizatio be elected for 
. and Laurens Coun to ta 
The claim is th of Decem 


dred and twenty-four hold 

If this be so, 
tect 5 3 to do business, for it had only tifty-seven members holding su 
certifica 

Thesix members who joined that house between November 29 and December 7 
an eee rene te ee of the Mackey house, and had acted with that 

se. 

If, now, the Mackey house was a valid house of representatives at its organiza- 
tion, the subsequent withdrawal of these six members to join another body could 
have no effect, either to impair the validity of the Mackey house or to cure the 
invalidity of the Wallace house. If their absence had reduced the 


legality of its own orig- |" 


body below a 


action of the board of 


organizing the Macko; 
not elected 


Passing now from questions affecting the ty of th 
i o mode of 
of all persons 


canvassers, wo 0 mestions con 
house, and — y tho exclusion 1 
by the 

Mr. ALLISON, (at eleven o'clock and thirty minntes a. m.) If 
the Senator will yield, I desire to make a motion now that a recess 
be taken until one o'clock. We have been here in session nearly 
twenty-four hours. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I ask the Senator from Iowa to erde until I can 
offer an amendment to the deficiency bill, which I desire to offer, to 
be referred to the Committee on A eed e rage" 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) If there 
be no ohjection the pro; amendment will be received and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. The Chair is not aware who 
has the floor. 

Mr. WALLACE, I understood that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire yielded the floor to the Senator from Wisconsin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hampshire 
yielded the floor conditionally for the purpose of a motion to take a 
recess. 

Mr. WALLACE. I did not so understand. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WALLACE. Is it the understanding, then, that the Senator 
from New Hampshire has the floor? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so understands. The 
present occupant has been absent from the Chamber, but he is so 
informed. e question is on the motion of the Senator from Iowa 
that the Senate take a recess until one o’clock. 

Mr. WALLACE and others called for the yeas and nays, and they 
were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MAXEY. I am zoganed by the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
VOORHEES] to state that he and the Senator from New York [Mr. 
CONKLING] have paired. 

Mr. MATTHEWS, (when his name was called. 
this question with the Senator from Kentucky, [ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. INGALLS. Upon this question I am paired with the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Ransom, ] who is detained from the Cham- 
ber by illness. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think I ought to announce that the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. BLAINE] is paired on this question with the Senator from 
Oregon, [Mr. GROVER.] 

r. DAVIS, of West Virgi 


I am paired on 
. McCREERY.]} 


inia. I ask the Senator from Mississippi 
[Mr. Bruce] whether or not the Senator from Florida [Mr. Conover] 
is paired with him ? 

r. BRUCE. Heis not. He is paired with the Senator from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. SPENCER. ] , 

Mr. INGALLS. I omitted to state when the name of my colleague 
(Mr. PLUME] was called that he was compelled to leave the city sev- 
eral days ago, and is paired on this and all such questions with the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. ARMSTRONG. ] 

The result was announced—yeas 21, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
hiro ng Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Dawes, Dorsey, Hoar, Howe, Jones of 
radon ee. MoMillan, Morrill, Paddock, Rollins, Saunders, Teller, and 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Ba: Deck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Davis 
of West V; Garland, Karte Hassee Hill, dines of Florida, 3 „ 
McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon, M Patterson, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thur- 
man, Wa Whyte, and Withers— 

ABSEN’ , Barnum, Blaine, Christiancy, Conkling, Conover, 


'—Messrs. Armstrong, l 
2 5 ae i A Oak 88 Hatin. In; s — 
„Matthews, Maxe: ell, Oglesby, Ransom, Sharo: 
Spencer, Voorhees, and Windom—27. 7 
So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I will proceed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Before the Senator proceeds, I desire to announce 
that the Senator from Georgia [Mr. GORDON] is paired with the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, [Mr. BURNSIDE. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. That is the fact if the Senator from Georgia has 
not come in. He said he wanted a pair for half an hour so that he 
could go to his breakfast. That was three quarters of an hour ago. 
Still it is trne that we are paired, but not absolutely for the whole 
time. I withdraw my vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A vote cannot be withdrawn after 
the result has been announced. Á 0 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I will proceed with this brief: 

i i Tk je 
etyk Jerr Wee e principles on which the Mackey house was organ 

First. That no persons, except those declared elected and duly returned by the 
board of State canvassers, and holding certificates of the secre! of state, were 
entitled by law or usage to be placed u theroll. (Cushing, sections 229 and 240.) 

Second. That tho tion of the house must be effected by those persons Daly 
whose election had thus been doclared by the board of Stato canvassers and ce: 
fied by the secretary of state, in accordance with the law of the State. 

Third. That all other persons claiming to be entitled to seats in the house as rep- 
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“Tt is to in the outset that when a number of persons come together, 
each claiming to be a member of a den body, those paese who hold the 
usual creden of membership are entitled to participate in the organiza- 


the division of a body that — — to be en tho test of which represents 


to the laws, customs, 
or in analogy to This is the uniform rule in such cases.” 
And in same case, speaking of the custom of the clerk of the former organi- 

zation taking charge of the organization of the new body, he says, (page 638:) 
of every pantie hedy into which only 
e cal form of reor- 


g the 
Vice-President does not and the last President pe re does; 
understand this custom to be uniform throughout the United tes, though this 
is not very important. And when there isa president whose term as s member 
has expired, then the functions of the clerks continue, and they, in all cases, act 
as the organs of Brale ee | the body, and continue to hold o until their suc- 
cessors are chosen and qualified. Our State and Federal houses of representatives 
are illustration enough of this. So universal is this mode of organizing all sorts 
of legislative and municipal bodies that all departures from it can be justified only 
as founded on special and peculiar usages or on positive tion. Whenever 
this form is adhered to, a schism of the body becomes im ble, though the pro- 
cess of organization may be very tardy. 
* * * * * 


. * 

“It is objected that a rule that attributes so mnch power to the officers of the 
previous year gives them an advantage which they may use arbitrarily and fraud- 
ulently the new members, so as to secure to themselves an illegitimate ma- 
o doubt this may be so, but no law can 
to entirely prevent them, Just as it cannot en iy prevent stealin, 
and bribery ; the people are liable to such 0 
an election or organization. the need 
part of the process. The law can dictate that, though it cannot furnish honesty 
and sound judgment to the actors in it. That the law and order that we have an- 
Bonnced here existed pp, ang And a0 generally A pevek, at least, that they aro better 
than no law p 

In Wilson's Digest of Parliamentary Law, section 1603, page 221, this author 


says: 
At the commencement of every regular session, the Clerk of the House 
the session by calling the names of members by States and Territories, if in Con- 
and by counties, if in State legislative assemblies. If a quornm answer to 
eir names, he will put the following question: ‘Is it the pleasure of the House 
to proceed to the election of aSpeaker!' If decided in the aftirmative, tellers are 
generally appointed to conduct the vote.” 


This seems to be the universal custom in the tion of lative bod 


and such custom not only prevails in South but is y establish 
by the rules of the house of representatives of this State. 
le £0, of the rules of the House of Representatives of this State, is as follows: 


e Tales shall be the rules of: the: house of tatives of the present 

os se rules the rules representatives 
and succeeding General Assemblies, until otherwise o T 

Turning now to Barclay's Digest ( 44 et seq., and 126) we find that the law 

ves of the United States Con, uires 

the members of onse, 

h ly whose credentials show that 

ey were regularly elected; that r- ascertained by a call of this roll that a 

a is present, the Clerk then p: to call the names of the members for 


new 


er, the Clerk preserves and decorum. 
pon the question of the right of the claimants from Edgefield and Laurens 


Counties to be upon the roll and to Larrea 4 in the , the fol- 
— 1 ri Sirana Law and Practice of Legislative Assemblies, section 
* ö poini : 
23 in th 77... pple ira pet Lolly aud 
0 an. zation, wholly an 
eee upon return or certiticate of election; those persons who have bes 
declared and are duly returned being considered as members until their 
election is investigated and set aside, and those who are not so being ex- 


returned 
cluded from ex ing the function of members, even though duly elected, until 
their election is investigated and their de — admitted.” 
To the same effect is section 141 (page 52) of the same work, which has already 
been cited in connection with the action of the supreme court. 
In section 238 (page 91) of the same work, in . the 2 of parlia- 
ee law governing the assembly and organization of legislative bodies, Cush- 
says: 
K Hence tt bas cotarred mere than once that struggles for political er have 
among the members of our legislative assemblies even before r organi- 
zation ; and it has 3 on the one hand that persons whose rights of mem - 
bership were in dispute, and who bad not the legal and regular evidence of election, 
bave taken upon t selves the functions of members; and, on the other, that 
persons having the —— evidence of membership have been excluded from partici- 
pating in the proceedings.” 
In order to avoid such difficulties, this distinguished writer lays down the fol- 
Joying prineiplos in soction $40, which are ap e to the question now under 
de: 3 


“That no who is not duly returned is a member, even though legally 
elected, until his election is established. 4 

„That those members who are duly returned, and they alone, (the members 
whose au are to be determined being excluded,) constitute a j tribunal 
forthe decision of all questions of this nature.” 
j = Kerr = Trego, (Brightley's Election Cases, page 636,) already cited, the chief- 
nstice said: 

“In all bodies that are under law the law is that where there has been an an- 
thorized election for the office in controversy, the certificate of election which is 
sanctioned by ccs! or usago is a prima facie written title to tho office, and can bo 


set aside on] a contest in the form prescribed by law. This is not now dis- 
ted. No doubt this gives ES power to dishonest election ; but we 
w no remedy for this hut by tho choice of honest men.” 


It is proper here in this connection to again refer to the language already quoted 


from the same authority, ( 638 :) 

It is objected that a ru at attributes so much power to the officers of the 
previous year gives them an advantage which they may uso arbitrarily and fraud- 
inst the new mem) 80 as to secure to 


<—— it cannot — prevent stealing and perjury 


have e: 
5 stated to the facts in th Leary instanco, it is clear, 
was now ie * 
first. Rive there were no representatives from Edgefield and Laurens Counties hav- 
ing certificates of election according to the law and of this State; and sec- 
on, that under the law, without such certificates, the clerk had no right to place 
SD0 DAMEN OF RAY POPOR ONOR ERS XON SF the house as representatives from these 
coun . 
Mr. MCMILLAN. I ask that the Senator from New Hampshire 
will yield to me for the purpose of moving an adjournment. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 
Mr. MCMILLAN, (at eleven o’clock and fifty-four minutes a.m.) I 
move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
aed THURMAN called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
0 è 
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) I am paired upon this 
question with the Senator from North Carollo, [Mr. Ransom.] He 
was taken ill suddenly last night, and is unable to occupy his seat 


ay. 

Mr. McMILLAN, (when Mr. Wrxpom’s name was called.) My col- 
league [Mr. WinpoM] is paired with the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
JOUNSTON. 5 

Mr. SPENCER, (when his name was called.) I desire to announce 
that on this question I am paired with the Senator from Florida, 
[Mr. Conover.] If he were here I should vote “ yea” and he would 
vote “nay.” 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 24, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
sylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, 

oar, Howe, Jones of Nev: McMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby, 
Roll Saunders, Teller, and Wadleigh—24. 

NA Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Illinois. Davis 
of West Virginia, Dennis, Gordon. Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Kernan, 
r, McCreery, McDonald, Mc Merrimon, Moryan, Patterson, Randolph, 
Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—28. 
ABSEN T—Messra. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Conklin 


Conover, Eaton, F. A 
Garland, Grover, Hamlin, Ingalls, Johnston, Kirkwood, ey, Paddock, ‘Plumb, 
Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, S; „and Windom—21. 
So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire will 


roceed. 
£ Mr. WADLEIGH. Do I understand that the Senator from Wis- 
consin has finished reading! 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, I yield the floor to the Senator from 
New Hampshire. 

Mr. WHYTE. You cannot do that. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President— 

Mr. WHYTE. I dislike very much to interfere with our friend 
from New Hampshire; but is it practicable and possible under the 
rules for him to hold the floor and yield it to other gentlemen to 
make speeches, and continuously hold the floor, and not come un- 
der that rule which prohibits his speaking more than twice upon the 
same subject? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) It seems to 
the Chair that that question of order does not arise at present, for 
the reason that when the Senator from Wisconsin was addressing 
the Senate the Chair inquired of him whether he was yielding to 
another Senator in his own right or in the right of the Senator from 
New Hampshire. The reply was made that the Senator from New 
Hampshire had yielded a portion of his time to him, to which no ob- 
ection was made at that time, when the right so to yield might have 

n questioned. What the ruling of the Chair would have been upon 
it if it had been questioned it is unnecessary now to state; but the 
propriety of the Senator from New Hampshire yielding a portion of 

is time to the Senator who has just addressed the Senate cannot 
now be questioned, and the Senator from New Hampshire is entitled 
to continue his remarks, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. If my friend from Maryland had waited asingle 
moment he would have found that there was no necessity whatever 
for making the suggestion he has made. I rise, Mr. President, to 
suggest to the Senate what perhaps they may be ignorant of, that 
we have had a very long and tedious session; many of us have had 
no breakfast, and it is nearly time for lunch. I move that the Senate 
take a recess until two oʻelock. 

Mr. BAYARD. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCPHERSON, (when Mr. MorGan’s name was called.) The 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] requested me to state that he 
is paired with the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. Cnarynz.] The Sena- 
tor from Alabama would vote “ nay ” and the Senator from Colorado 
would vote “ yea.” 

Mr. PADDOCK, (when his name was called.) On this question and 
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all other political question I am paired with the Senator from Arkan- 
gas, ee GARLAND.] If he were here, he would vote “ yea” and I 
u 


should vote “nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
Cameron of Wisconsi negro Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, Hoar, Howe, Kirk- 
woe Men ws, ell, Morrill, Oglesby, Rollins, Saunders, Teller, 
and Wa 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Tllinois, Davis 
of West Virginia, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Ker- 
nan, Lamar, McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon, Patterson, Randolph, 
Saulsbury, Thurman, V. thers—27. 

ABSENT. Conkling, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair calls the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that the hour of twelve o’clock, noon, which is the 
hour under the rule for the daily meeting of the Senate, has arrived. 
In the judgment of the Chair the legislative day goes on continuously 
until the actual adjournment of the Senate, notwithstanding the ar- 
rival of twelve o'clock upon a new day; and the Chair will so proceed 
unless some Senator shall request to have the question submitted to 
the Senate. The Chair recognizes the Senator Aom New Hampshire. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I yield the floor, Mr. President. 

Mr. WALLACE and others called for the question on the pending 
motion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the pending motion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The main question is the resolution 
of the Senator from Ohio to discharge the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections from the consideration of the credentials of M. C. But- 
ler, of South Carolina, and the Senator from Oregon has moved to 
amend by inserting at the end of the resolution the following: 

And that this resolution be made the special order for to-morrow, November 27+ 
at half past twelve o'clock p. m. 

Mr. SAULSBURY and Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. DORSEY, (at twelve o’clock and ten minntes p. m.) I move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Arkansas moves 
that the Senate now proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. 

Mr. DORSEY. On that question I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. McPHERSON, (when Mr. MorGan’s name was called.) The 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] being still absent I again an- 
nounce his 15 with the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. CHAFFEE. ] 

Mr. OGLESBY, (when his name was called.) The Senator from 
Indiana [Mr. MCDONALD] desiring to be absent from the Senate 
Chamber for a short time, we temporarily paired upon this question 
and all similar questions until his return. 

Mr. PADDOCK, (when his name was called.) As before stated, I 
am paired with the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. GARLAND. ] 

Mr. VOORHEES, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with 
the Senator from New York, Je, Cee. “If he were here, he 
would vote “ yea” and I should vote “nay.” 

The roll-call haying been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 22, nays 25 ; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony. Booth, Bruce, Burnsidé, Cameron of Penns: 
Cameron of Wisconsin, Ch laney, Davis, „Edmunds, Hoar, Howe, Jones 
of Ne.ada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Morrill, Rollins, Saunders, 
Teller, and e 

NAYS—Mesars. , Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Illinois, Davis 
of West Virginia, Dennis, Gordon, Harris Hereford, Hill, J of 
nan, r, M , McPherson 
Thurman, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—25. 

ABSENT—Messars. Allison, Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Chaffee, Conklin 
7 Eaton, 833 neas 5 Ingats, Johnston, Mepa 

axey, Morgan, 5 dock, „ Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, cer, 
TOR, and 9 157 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, Ido not rise to enter upon a gen- 
oral discussion of South Carolina affairs as they 8 to me while 
serving as a member of a subcommittee of the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections in Columbia, in that State, in December and Jan- 
uary last. On some other occasion, when the Senate is in better tem- 
per to hear, I may find it convenient to do so. For the present my 
2 is to show by a few statements and statistics, which cannot 

successfully questioned, how dissembling, how unfounded, how 
false, how utterly false, are the su, ions that ay considerable 
number of ns were intimidated and prevented from voting at 
the general election in South Carolina in November last. Isay that 
it is utterly false, and that the statistics which I wish to bring to the 
attention of the Senate put this statement beyond question. 

The constitution of South Carolina, as framed by the republican 

arty of that State, requires and commands that the voters of that 
Btats sball be istered. The evidence taken before the subcom- 
mittee, of which I was a member, shows that on repeated occasions 
the democrats in the Legislature made arduous and anxious efforts 
to induce the Legislature to a registration law, but that the 
majority had uniformly to do so. The whole State, all the 
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co-ordinate branches of the State rnment, were in the possession 
and under the control of the republican party, They controlled the 
State government and almost all the county governments in the 
State. Their majorities in the State islature at every Legislature 
were ove whaa: They could do as they would, and they did do 
as they pleased to do. 

The striking fact that I want to bring to the attention of the Sen- 
ate is this: In the year 1875, in pursuance of a law passed by an 
overwhelmingly republican ature, a census of the State was 
taken. Nine-tenths of the census-takers were republicans, and the 
census was taken by them. Many of them, it is true, were incom- 
petent, and it was su, ted to the committee and sworn to that in 
many of the counties of the State they, by instructions and through 
intrigue, made false reports as to the strength of the colored people, 
with a view to future political contests; the number of negroes over 
twenty-one years of age was made larger than in fact it was. By that 
census, by which at least they ought to be bound, there were male per- 
sons in that State overthe age of twenty-one years and entitled to yote 
in 1875, 184,943. At the election in 1876 there was polled a vote of 
183,388, the aggregate vote cast for the two candidates for governor. 
It will be seen thus far that almost the whole voting population of 
the State voted in that election. Now I ask any sensible man, I ask 
any man whois willing to give an honest judgment upon the question, 
how any considerable number of persons could be intimidated in view 
of that result, when tie whole political power of the State was exer- 
cised on that occasion? How could there be intimidation which pre- 
vented voters from voting? 

There is another stri >, Seve in connection with the election of 
1876. The republican candidate for governor received, by many 
thousands, more votes than any republican had ever received in the 
State of South Carolina before. I ask any fair mind how that could 
be if there was any considerable intimidation affecting results? 
For the convenience of Senators I wish to call their attention to the 
state of the vote in the general elections for governor from 1870 
down to 1876. In 1870 Scott, republican, received 85,071 votes; Car- 

nter, his opponent, received 51,537 ; . Scott, 34,534, In 

872 Moses received 69,838 votes; he was the regular republican 
candidate for 83 Tomlinson received 36,533 votes; majority 
for Moses, 33, In 1874 Chamberlain, the republican candidate 
for governor, received 80,403 votes; Green, his opponent, but not a 
democrat, received 68,818 votes; majority for Chamberlain, 11,585. 
In 1876, at the general elections, Ham »ton, the democratic candidate 
for governor, received 92.261 votes; Chamberlain, 91,127 votes; ma- 
jority for Hampton, 1,134 votes. 

These figures, which seem to my mind conclusive upon the subject 
as to any considerable intimidation, and put to shame any one who 
would attempt to show there was, can leave no doubt that almost 
every man who wanted to vote at the last election in that State did 
vote. 

But this is not all, Mr. President. The subcommittee I have named 
sat there for amonth. We heard hundreds of witnesses. Any one 
may take the testimony and cull and analyze it, and he will find that 
although there were disturbances and the campaign was most extra- 
ordinary in zeal and energy, the testimony does not show that as 
many as fifty men swore that they were actnally intimidated. I 
challenge any man, I care not where he comes from, to take the testi- 
mony and find a greater number. I state further, that the testimony 
shows beyond any sort of question that more democratic colored men 
were actually intimidated and prevented from voting than colored 
republicans at that election. 

do not care to enlarge upon this subject. I submit these facts, 
There they stand in the volumes of testimony before us and any one, 
whatever may be his political affiliations, who will examine them 
will find that I have stated the substance of the truth as deyeloped 
before the committee. I should like to see how any reasonable re- 
publican here or elsewhere can get over these facts and assert truly 
that there was intimidation. 

I feel that I would not do my duty for the contestant, Mr. Butler, 
if I failed to say a word in his behalf, in view of the unusual manner 
in which he has mercilessly been assailed here when he could not 
speak for himself. I undertake to tell the Senate and to toll the 
world that any fair-minded man who will examine the testimony 
taken by that subcommittee with reference to the“ Hamburgh riot” 
cannot come to the conclusion that General Butler was responsible 
in a sense for the atrocious crimes and outrages trated there, 
whether by the white people or the black people. He was there in 
his capacity as a practicing lawyer to 7 1 in a suit pending before 
a justice of the peace in the town of Hamburgh. This riot was the 
consequence of a quarrel and many other circumstances connected 
with that lawsuit, and it was likewise and in a large degree the 
consequence of a long series of out and crimes that have been 
perpetrated in the town of Hamburgh and in that neighborhood by 
vicious negroes who lived in and frequented that place, Theevidence 
shows that Hamburgh was for the most part a perfect Sodom. Very 
few white le lived there; the 8 tre had complete mastery, 
and ruled the town as they pleased. Neither life nor property was 
safe there. All manner of crimes were perpetrated there. Rob ries 
on the highway near the town were common, as the evidence shows. 

It was in evidence that on one occasion, I believe more than one 
occasion, negroes there had opened and robbed the graves of the 
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dead. The bones of the dead were found lying 
witness swore that he saw by the side of a 


there. One 
ve that had been 
opened the long, flowing hair taken from the head of a dead 
female. Many outrages of all classes and characters had been 
posare by colored people living in and nenters of that town. 
repeat, that any one who will take a just view of affairs in Ham- 
burgh at the time this riot took place, and of the condition of society 
there for a long time before it, would be bound to say that it was 
a second Sodom, and the riot was the ee of grievances that 
had been accumulating for a long while. This riot was the conse- 
miaka of an accumulation of outrages. Mr. Butler happened to be 
ere on professional business, and he sympathized, I have no doubt, 
with the white people; but to hold him responsible for the atrocities, 
homicides, shocking murders if you please to call them so, that were 
perpetrated there, is an outrage upon him and gross injustice. I 
say that unhesitatingly. Many things that wero done there horrified 
me, The very remembrance of them horrifies me. I well remember 
what indignation I felt at the time I first heard of the riot, and when 
J heard the testimony taken before the committee. But I feel bound, 
constrained to say in justice to this contestant, that he was not respon- 
sible for that terrible transaction. The evidence shows that at that 
time the most atrocious deeds were being committed by negroes there. 
When the riot was at its height men were taken out and shot down 
like wild beasts while some of them were praying for mercy. At the 
time the most atrocious deeds were done Mr. Butler was not there at 
all; he had left the town of Hamburgh and gone off to the place 
where he spent the night. The testimony is here, and in my judg- 
ment any fair man who will read it will come to the conclusion that 
I have in respect to Mr. Butler's connection with that riot. Ido not 
believe he instigated it. I am sure he was powerless to stop or con- 
trol it. It was uncontrollable by any one. 

I noticed that in debate last night something was said as to Bat- 
ler’s opportunity to be heard before the subcommittee. I always 
regret to say anything about what happened in committee. There 
is a parliamentary rule which provides that members of a committee 
shall not disclose what happens or is said in committee, and I 
would be the last one to cominit a breach of that wholesome parlia- 
mentary rule; but when other gentlemen of the committee do it, I 
am forced, in justice to the innocent, to give my version of what 
transpires there. I am bound to say that there seemed to be a set 
purpose, not on the part of my colleagues on the committee, but on 
the part of others, interested parties in South Carolina, some of them 
occupying important stations, to make a direct and persistent assault 
upon Mr. Butler, and to crush and ruin him in the esteem of all 

plo, if it were per to do so. The witnesses against him touch- 
ing the Hamburgh riot were examined in private. He did not see 
them when they were examined; he did not hear them when they 
were examined; he had no opportunity to cross-examine them, and 
it was im ible in view of the way in which the proceedings of that 
subcommittee were conducted that he could have done so. It is 
true that he saw a summary of what they swore against him after 
the testimony was taken, but he was not there to cross-examine them, 
The cross-examination had to take place presently, after the exami- 
nation in chief. He was not there; nor, indeed, could he be there 
under the rule governing the examination to su t to me, who 
cross-examined the witnesses, what questions I should put. Í, like 
my colle upon the committee, was ignorant of the country and 
the state of affairs in South Carolina. 1 was wholly unacquainted 
with the witnesses and ignorant of the many transactions testified 
about, a knowledge of which was necessary to enable me to cross- 
examine the witnesses testifying, as they should have been to elicit 
the truth, more particularly when such witnesses had been drilled 
and prompted as to what they were stating. Most of them were very 
ignorant, end could easily be prevailed upon to make any statement 
and stick to it. 

Mr. KERNAN. He saw only a summary of their testimony after 
the witnesses left the stand. 

Mr. MERRIMON. He saw the summary only of their testimony, 
and sometimes it was very imperfect as to what the witnesses swore, 
and after they had left the stand and gone away. More than that, 
after we had examined as many I think as two hundred witn 
from twenty to thirty witnesses were examined touching the condi- 
tion of affuirs in the connty of Edgefield, and such a class of wit- 
nesses I have never seen in a court of justice or anywhere else. 
They swore with fearful looseness. They had manifestly been trained 
as to the monstrous statement of facts to which theyswore, Amemo- 
randum was sent in to a majority of the committee, suggesting what 
questions to put to each witness, and he answered them in most in- 
stances as if he had learned his lesson. Highly respectable citizens, 
some in official stations and others not, asked, insisted, and im- 
plored the committee to allow them to bring good people from that 
county, but the committee more than once refused to do it. Gentle- 
men in Columbia sent a protest to the committee, protesting against 
the treatment which they received at the hands of the committee in 
refusing to allow them to produce witnesses to disprove much of 
what had been said against the white people in Edgefield county. 

I wish I had time here to turn over the pages of these volumes and 
read the testimony touching Edgefield County and the Hamburgh riot. 
If this Senate and the American people could read it, no longer would 


they, if they do now, believe that Mr. Butler was the instigator and 


leader of that Hamburg riot. It is just to him here, inasmuch as the 
republican side of the Chamber have paraded in fearful colors all that 
they can against him, that he should at least, although time is now 
precious, have an opportinity to be heard as to what he has to say 
on that subject; and at the risk of detaining the Senate some time, 
I pro to give Mr. Butler's version of his connection with the Ham- 
burgh riot. He was anxious to be examined. The committee did not 
have to send for him. He came and told the committee that he had 
been anxious for an opportunity to give an explanation of his con- 
nection with that affair under oath. He was glad to have an oppor- 
tunity, and he proceeded to do it in the way with which I shall now 
acquaint the Senate by reading his testimony. In his testimony he 
touched upon many other subjects that are interesting to the Senate 
at this time besides those matters which relate to himself; and I pro- 
poe to give all that he said so that it may go into the Record for 
is benefit here and wherever the RECORD may be read. 


M. C. BUTLER, EDGEFIELD COUNTY. 


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, January 2, 1877. 
M. C. BUTLER sworn and examined. 
By Mr. MERRIMON : 
estion. State your age, your place of residence, your business, and with what 
political party you affiliate. 
Answer. I am forty years of age; I live in Edgefield Court House; I am a lawyer 
by profession, a planter also, and 1 belong to the democratic party. 
State whether you took any part in the late political pod nib in this State ; 
if you say yes, give the committee to understand the manner of conducting the 
same, and its temper and spirit, so far as it came under your observation 
A. Iwas one of the canvassers, I suppose, in the State in behalf of the 3 
I made several speeches in my own county ; I can't say exactly how many. I m 
aR at Greenville in this State, one at Marion, one at Lexington. and one at 
Ww borough, in Fairfield County. Those are the pos that I visited in connec- 
tion with my canvass on behalf of the democracy. Ofcoursein my own county I 
was quite active in aid of the democracy. Ido not exactly understand what 
purport of your question is as to the spirit of the canvass. 
29 Na r ponorenie; and were there any special grounds for a peaceful policy 
A. That was my understanding of it wherever I went. I certainly used no other 
argument, and I heard of none being used. I think it was the general policy of 
those who were running on tho ticket to use sive measures and produce a 
change in the republican party if possible. That was the general tenor and pur- 
pose of the campaign, I think. 
Q. How were the white people affected politically? Were they all democrats, 
or were they divided i 
AI think they were almost entirely democrats. 
2 The main object, then, I suppose, was to win over the negro vote? 

Ves, sir. Wherever I went in company with General Hampton I found that 
to be the case, and even when I was not with him I know it was the purpose of 
other canvassers to get access to the colored people with their arguments, and I 
remember of seeing General Hampton on two ee at Winnsborough and 
Edgefield Court Honse especially. His pa was generally to request the white 
people in front of the stand to give way in front and make room for the colored 

* to come up, in order that he might reach them with his s h, and F think 
fha was vey K . done. I know at Greenville, where I went to make a 
speech, Mr. was candidate for adjutant and age Ser oer and the citi- 
zens there secmed to be very anxious indeed that we should reach the colored peo- 

le, and we requested those sitting in front of the stand to move their seats in order 
That tho colored people might be allowed to come in and take those seats, so they could 
hear, which was done, A number of tho leading citizens, I remember, were sent 
out to invite them in, and they were given front seats. At Edgetield Court House 
I was requested by the chairman of the democratic executive committee to act as 
chief marshal for the of preserving order, and I was requested to make 
th it arrangement there. I did not doit. I thought that they ought to come in and 
take their seats in the crowd with the balance of the people, and I made no such 
arran t. In the main, however, that was tho plan pursued wherever I went, 
and t 3 on the peor = the democratic 3; ers a ra 2 
access to the colored à was pretty gencrally, as wo knew, the 7 0 
the republican 8 allow them to come and us, and hence it was that 
there was such an anxiety. We thought perhaps in that way we might reach tho 
1 and them to attend our meetings. 


Governor Chamberlain came there. I presume it was one of bis appoint- 
ments. We understood in Edgefield that the State committees of the two a 
had made some arrangement by which there might be a division of time. econ- 
sequently sent a committee to the committee of the blican party in Edgetield 
to ask them for a division of time, and it was declined after a ci time. We, 
however, went over and attended the republican meeting at the academy, I sup- 
pose about half a mile from the court-house, and went upon the stand with Gov- 
ernor Chamberlain and J rom begs he The tion was then and there re- 
newed to Governor Cham who consented to have a division of time, and him- 
self proposed that each of us should occupy a half hour, to which those of us on 
the sido of the democrats assented. It was then agreed that Governor Cham- 
berlain should open the debate; that I should follow him: that Judge Mackey 
should follow me, and General Gary should follow him, &. Governor Chamber- 
lain did s; his half hour out, and was subjected to a great many questions, some 


I 
a thonsand or finen kky seat red white men, 
or two thousand negroes I got 
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2 that with Governor Chamberlain's personal character I had nothing to 
but as a citizen I tho: bt Sedo Signy 1o spia i ani 1 abenid take tee berit 
85 * so. I think myself to legitimate argument on that occasion, exce 
on that one point, I 


said, “I'see sitting in that wagon Congressman Smalls; 2 
represents the seen 
fit upon the floor of Con; 
irregularities, &. 


and 
For i tup and make good that c 
eal party, or stand confessed before the world 
sp e liars.” I did sa That — pretty harsh, I admit. I felt bitterly, 
I feel bitterly to them now. That was about ‘as faras I said an vest gee, 
e was simply a personal matter between Chamber 


After I ge es m: Teen en Judge Mack Med to mo. He was Eig Sot 
interrupted, and ben reported that 2 men crowded th 3 
away from the stand hat is not true. aoe WW 
stand and the White went around to 

05 spoke his half out, and General Ge 10 7 replied to hie. General G 

severe upon a Governor Chamber severe. It has been 


that led him a damned bald- n MA ia E AS He usod 

no such language as that. After he had conelnted Judge Mackey felt called u 

to SMa pee himself and gees I — and ord ptr ay he tg i $ 
made our speeches, and I suppose it was no ‘or me u 

up and asked the privilege, and they allowed oe to goon; and then then “f 2 

made to that, and a runnin, 6 3 

so „ how Yon and T think Mr. S 


Ne him. J Fudge Ma Sone went rg a while, and the next face T I saw him was 
N an pees, Wits malls af Seas » 33 


town on ev 
There 


my- 


was er republican meeting there somewhat later, I think, at which 
8 democrats were in attendance ; he had come into town, and they 
a meeting of the democracy over on the public square. were the only 
two noticeable events that I remember du the canvass. 
Where were you on the of the nt 
. I was at Edgefield Court-House, 


the election there 


hether the —— ved ofthe o ight to 2 to 5 
w 8 e v ur know. 
‘A- I live afa mile peas tec got 
guwa to the vilage abont half past R Ane 2 th pels had been opon 
y the le were when I got 
there. After staying about some little time on the saath, the first incident I re- 
Colonel Randall, of the United States Army, coming up to me and 
nited States marshal had that the 


ls were ob- 

structed, that the n were not allowed to vote. I said I had no —— 

any obstruction. Isaid," You can see for yourself.” I was standing then 

about thirty steps from the foot of the court. house steps, which are — r twenty | Colonel 

feet high. The white men were occup: the entire space of those steps, and ai 

the 60... ne hg ioe AO AN AV AN Isaw 

F She ANAREN and Isaid, “ You 

can see that in and voting and coming out.” 

= said he 2 L ho n and w went back to headquarters, and, geen 
General hile standing Cert 


that preclnct to box No 3. G which was seas a 
a mile awa j at which there was a eom y of pies eat . — 25 


te, chr wanted a cou 


8 as they were wanted b; fire 
o oers 25 A 


pags 1 — on duty at the time. The t of egress was through the 
wind there were two sentinels here was a large crowd of col- 
cred people who went up to that, l, and, in fact, all of them left precinct No. 1 to 
he main, an Tahon any that there were perbaps from five 

eters an opportunity to vote—not that 


who did not 
of 


some witnesses, Jesse Jones and some 


fl 
E 
5 
2 5 
aE 
2515 
Aa 
E 
| 


Jesse Jones has sworn before 


3 8 


+ I ha e a aa pad J to net tiak is 
pie did. x oe at the only time I could bl 
ve e such a k, which was Ja Pthis | interview between Colonel 
and I Fg stated that. We were 1 N alone, 
1 D us. 
esse 


3 


"R 
Tan 
ae E: 

; 


Q ou kno his general reputation ! 
- 0. 
r 
. Ithink it is bad; I know it is bad. 
S on oath! 
LOOMED 3 ir. 
Q- Harrison N. Bowie swore before this committee that on one occasion you said 


in a speech that P. Simpkins and L. Cain would be killed if they did pas desiat 


„ Iask you whether you made any such speech 


as that or any such remark? 
A. I did not. If 1 mentioned Bowie’s name during the cam 


n 
have no recollection of it. Iam not so stu „ 


. He refers in 
berlain . there, 
this electi: 


we would beat them so badly—in that sense. It 
way, and T don't know that I intimidated 


* 33 eet yay e 
of Jesse's in that 8 myself. 
dence of general character 

I call attention ially to what I now read; he is now speaking 
on the subject of the Hamburgh riot, and this his is the special pitrpoao 
for which I read from his testimony to-day : : 

Q. I ask you now if 1 g of what is commonly called the Ham- 
burgh riot, which transpired in July at the town — Hambargh, in this State; 
and, if you say yes, 1 committee to understand al * now about it within 
TORT OTR RAO IORES OF SY PAON TOR WAT have derived any negro connected 


I will mention here that the subcommittee held that what the 
ne said, they being on one side and the white people on the 
other side of the riotous proceedings, was regarded as testimony, and 
what a white man said about the negroes in connection with any 
such disturbance was received as testimony. 

A.I 13 to have the to do There bas been 

so much e oo many misstatements 15 ave Yo bosn mado, so mu 585 
nit to be able 1o pat N g be tat a ben af l. kind, geld 

er oath, in reference to it, 

«dhe firat knowied 2 matter was communicated to mo by 


field Court House. 3 3 occurred on 
ene oth of July. “On day evening, the 7th of J Colonel Shaw, with 
his brot „the Rev. William Shaw, came to 5 . with 
some professional business, together Mr. Norris aud Prag e 
whi oraraa msc VT ager Ging 
0 fessional business with me. Athen geen MANR Se 898 
E Colonel Shaw said to mo tler desired me 
in Ham 


at four o'clock the next evening, to represent “himself and his 
son-in-law in a there. 


I will ask right here if are any relation to Robert J. Butler who sent 
3 et 7 
A. None at all. 
2 de a un o g Butler. who has been examined here to- day f 
. None ai 
Yc Seay ar che peng family entirely ? 
Yes; Colonel Shaw even went so far as to say that Mr. Butler mentioned the 


fee of $25. He said that if I would come down thero the following day he would 
pay me $25. Isaid to Colonel Shaw that he might say to Mr. Butler that as at 
1 I should go if I could get any conveyance, as the time for the train 
Well, I did succeed, about nine o'clock the next morning, in 
ab „and I hit . pecan to is end wa, F heera free onel Shaw 
n some disturbance at Hamburgh between ene young. men and 
the but the character of it 15 ‘uid ak eye T took i Bont and 
Edge! „ I suppose, about nine o'clock. and after 
reaching a t about seven miles from tho village Emo T met) Dr. G ise comin 
down the just as I reached what is known as Horse v asked me if 
had heard the news from Ham! h- 


's testimony, and he has stated what rs and the m that I 
sent and the m that he sent, ee say this in Justice to myself. 
Mr. CAMERON. t was in the matter the t were carried o 
Placa dice 3 5 5. or N N Ido ep Recor repose to argas that point with the 
simply state, not want to — of the 
pules, and T shall pot iif know it Phoned uy a, however, to say that I 
hatever to conceal about this matter, and I would like that fact to 


if iteanbe. I want it 
pare rem but the truth. 


ee I “thought, nj rk Ai 
wi 1 75 x usi 0. 
mor had been circulated 
Fos 
ted at th 
that there was a 8 


its deformities, are an 
It did our to mo in looking over 


A state tht repr Sy sa 


men go to 8 further I saw eight 
or poh ge sig A ati A I w — . Summer Milt aed there I 
requested that these gen I think it was about two o'clock 
when 1 got there, 

By Mr. MERRIMON : 

Who were with you 


Hive de aix perons, who came along with me when I was on the road. I 
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went into Ham h in my buggy alone. As I passed down the main road leading 
2 to TEA Sa TO tab bones af tale young som TIET Grote 
He was sitting out in his porch, and I called to him from the road and him 
to go across o Aera 0 Dia iar iad lal enone tap Near pp hg et on the 


George 
ee eee eee ee e eee I think he was 
Go any eee ee eee told him that my borse was very 
much that the weather was very hot, and asked tha} m soe aah gn he 
fed. I think it must have been between two and three o'clock then in the after- 


been there, I suppose, utes, 
j Q. State who was with him and how he came there ? 
He came there in his buggy. I think his son, Tommy Butler, came in with 
him on horseback. He came in in a buggy, with alittle negro boy. 
j 2 How were they armed }ł 
I didn’t see any arms on Mr. Robert Butler at all. Young Tommy Butler 
had a carbine on his horse, and a pistol. I dare say Robert Butler had a 
pistol, but I didn’t see it. I said, “I want you to let me know what is the matter; 
what is this trouble about?” Mr. Robert Butler sat down and gave me an account 
of the that had between his son-in-law and son and this com- 
pany of militia. After he had given me an account of it, he said that this man 
vers bad appointed four o'e to have the matter in ted; but he said: 
tin the buggy and go up and see the ground yourself with me.” 
I did get uggy, and went up with him and surveyed the point at which it 
was re that the company had met these two young men—the well, ditch, 
&c.—and after looking at it we came back to Mr. Damm's. 

‘When passing along the center of the street to get into this street that runs 
along the river posing PES Butler standing in the door; I saw Tommy for the last 
time, I think, until here the other day I saw him in Columbia. As I came back 
Mr. Sparnick, a lawyer from Aiken and judge of probate, was reported to me to be 
in town and I requested Mr. Getzen to go up and see him and bring him down to Mr. 
Damm's store. He went, and Sparnick came back and appeared to be very anxious 
about this thing; said he hoped some measures would be adopted to put a stop to 
it. I told him that I was certainly very anxious indeed that there should be; and 
there was some conversation of a general character. I then said to him. Now 
Mr. Sparnick, I see that there are a great many negroes in town and there is a good 
deal of excitement in the country, and if a collision does take place, which is cer- 
tainly to be deprecated, I cannot undertake to be responsible for it.” He then said 
to mo. Vpn are I go up, see these people, and bring them down and have a con- 
ference.” the mean time a negro man, by the name of Sam. Spencer, a leadin 
republican there—I was eating some lunch which Robert Butler had brongh 
in his bu in a basket, I had asked for some dinner, being very hungry, and I 

t the lunch and took it into the back part of Mr. Damm’s place, and just as I got 

ere Spencer came in and said, “ I would like to see you on private business. I 
went into a back room and had a talk with Spencer, and he said he thought if we 
could have a conference with the officers of the conpeey it could be settled. I 
said certainly, I would be very pea to seo them; Mr. § ck had gone up 
to see them now. He said, “I think they have some objection to coming here 
now.“ Mr. Damm said, hyt I don't see any reason why.” Spencer said 
they were afraid of the armed men. Isaid, “I see no armed men here. Mr. 
Rol Butler himself is and his son Thomas is here,” and I think his 
other son Harrison had come, and perhaps Henry Getzen. I don'tsee any danger in 
their coming, but if there is any seen am perfectly willing to meet them 
there.” r said, “ Are you g to meet them at my house I said, “ Cer- 
e said, “I will go up and bring them down.” Isaid, . Very well.“ His 

ery near to Dammes store; I didn't know at the time where it was. 
Spencer went off and did not return. The hour for the trial, four o'clock, ap- 
1 I waited, I suppose, a half hour or three-quarters, for 1 aud 
imself to come back. In the mean time these colored people would pass this 
door that I was in and hawk at me and scrape their feet on the sidewalk, and doa 
t many things that were disgusting, but I had made up my mind not to get 
to a bad humor about it, and took no notice of it. e the buggy and went 
down to Rivers’s office, and as we rode up to the door this man, who was afterward 
said to be Rivers’s constable, by the name of Ben. N. g up 
door with his feet on the door-facing. Mr. Butler spoke and said to him, “ Nelson 
is the trial-justice in?” He said, No, he Isn't in.“ Butler said, “I would be glad 
if you wo go around and sa to him that I have my counsel, General Butler here.” 
Nelson said. No, I am pope Seg to do any such thing; Mr. Rivers told me to stay 
here.” His manner was extremely offensive and unjustifiable by any 
conduct on fra or any interference. I think, however, ti I should state 
that g the Rev. in a buggy, 


Mr. 3 and Dr. Shaw drove 

and that was the crowd that was around Judge Rivers's office—Dr. Shaw, Mr. 
Mealing, Henry Getzen, (Robert J. Butler's son- in- law,) and Tommy Butler 
and myself and Mr. Robert J. Butler. There was a of negroes assembled 
there. I out of my buggy and walked to the door and said very quietly to Nel- 
son, “Is trial ustice here? I have come here as counsel for these people, and 
I would like to see him." He still sat there with his feet upon the facing of the 
door 8 himself very offensively. He said, No.“ I Win you go and 
sec him tell him that I have come to have this matter investigated!” He 
said, No, I am not going to do any such thing;” and then I did lose my panene 
and my 1 ie than 
polite. I told 


“I want par 
0. 


After I had been there about an hour I saw that these ple meant mischief, as 
I thought. I could see no occasion for this demonstration or insubordination on 
their part, and thinking that lawlessness might prevail. I sent across the river for 
a reporter of the C ole and Sentinel newspaper. When he came I invited him 
into the office. “ Now,” said I to him, “I want you to take down exactly what is 
said here. I have nothing toconceal here.” He went in with me to Judge Rivers's 


to inquire whether or not you are sitting in the ca) t; 
* a2 pacity 


want pe spiny the facts of this difficulty, and either capacity will be perfectly 
agrees e to me, 
hen we had reached this point this Spencer came into the office. He came up 
to me and said, “General, I think if you could suspend this trial awbile, we can 
mene, pa the} Begone I have m 12 to 8 at pap En = on 
‘Ju u e sus] am ec! i 
up and applied to Nevers ine = she 
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I would like the ittee to bear that in mind, because an entirely different 
construction has put upon it in rie that I asked the adjournment of 
the court. He came in and I said. e trial-justice says so, I am per- 


fectly ee Prince Rivers got up then and said, “The case is suspended 
for ten minutes." T said, “That is time enough forme.” About that time tho 
intendant of the town, a colored man by the name of Gardner, came in and walked 
up and said to me, “ General, I think if you could come around to the council cham- 
ber”—which was just beyond Damm's store from where I had gone—" I think 
these officers would meet you, and this matter can beall arranged.” Said I. Cer- 
tainly, I am peeteotly willing to go,” and I went around there with him. I think, 
— I got into and went around to the council chamber, and sat 
I suppose, for twenty-five minutes or more. That was the first time that 
anything had been said about arms. He said to me that he was very sorry that 
there was any trouble there, and all that sort of thing. I said, “I see no océasion 
in the world for any disturbance here, and Iam surprised that you, by virtue of 
ur official position as intendant of this town, have not taken it in d.“ He sai 
‘I don't know anything about it.“ We talked yory gules, and I said, “Now, i 
seems to me that the best solution of this difficulty is for these people to send these 
arms back to Governor Cham in. There is no occasion for them here, and 
T le; all I can say is that it seems to me that 
would be the best solution of it;“ in which he entirely ue Bas thought 
that that would be reasonable, and I supposed he concurred in the i T did not 
demand tho arms at all, and I simply made the suggestion to him in those words. 
2 Did you demand the arms on that or any other on! 
. Tam coming to that after a while. I said to him that I thought that would 
be the best solution of the amai and he concurred init. I waited twenty-five 


potting a little tired of that sort of mg I got in the buggy and went over to 
o c wi 
pa 


I came 
highway crosses the river I met fourof these peop : Sam. 
Picksley, and Edwards, and Simms. ice wed me and said, 
were going over as a committee to look 

now? vi Pos “We think we have got this matter in sach shape as that it 
can be settl 


was increased. I drove up to Spencer's, and I suppose I waited there 
twenty minutes, and still the Rees did not come. Lieutenant Cartiledge did 
come up and speak to me. He said that he had come down there and wanted 
peace. Said I, “Certainly, I want nothing else but peace.” I waited some little 
time, and they did not come, and I drove around to look for Mr. Butler, really 
intending to go out to his house. When I drove around the square beyond the 
bank building, on the street that runs under the railroad, I stopped there for 
some little time talking with this man, and a messenger came and said that Prince 
Rivers wanted to see me. I said, “You go back and tell Prince Rivers that if he 
wants to see me he can come tome. I have been four or five times now, and I 
don't propose to go again; if he wants to see me let him come to me.” He did 
come to me and said, “General, if these lo will give up their arms and send 
them off, what security have you to offer!" I said, There is no trouble about 
the security.“ He said, Will you guarantee their safety down to Columbia!“ 
“I have nothing to do with that,” T said: “Iam here professionally, but I do 
not hesitate to say, as a citizen of the country, that I have no doubt that there will 
not be any trouble; but if you want security, T take it that there are ten or twenty 
of the best men in Aiken County who will be security for these arms until they 
are d ted in the State „ where they belong. I will eg, Sep to you, but 
beyond that I have no right to say anything; and I rode off. He said to me, “I 
think that is a fair tion, and I will go up and see these people.” They had 
assembled in their -room. He said, “If they do not do it they must take the 
consequences.” 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 


This must have been along toward night? 

Yes, sir; it was along toward sunset. I rode off from him, and abont the time 
I got about to the corner again, diagonally across the square from this drill-room, 
the ramor was circulated around that the negroes were going to fight; that they 


were not going to give up their arms; and very soon after the firing was again com- 
Lg T rede thente the 


menced and was kept up, I su on both corner of the 
bank building, which is near Rawle's house, and where Doc Adams said he took 
refuge behind the lattice later in the night; and I suppose that firing kept u = 


er on both sides. The whites who were firing were on that side, I 


re. 

There were several attempts to burn the town. I remember seeing the fire blaze 
up at one point, and 1 told somebody that they ought to go up and put it out, and 
they did so and put the fire out. It was set on fire three times after the negroes 
were driven out of the building and most of them arrested. I rode around to Sib- 
ley's corner, and in the mean time quite a crowd of people had come over 
from Augusta. a few gentlemen who appeared to be walking around 
there, but the great majority of the crowd I did not know. I rode around, and one 
of these men 5 and said, General., let us set this house on fire.” I 
said, “No; it will never do; itis wrong to do that. The man was drunk. He said 
that be had seen Mr. Sibley, to whom the building belonged, and he had said ho 
didn't care a damn; to burn it. I rode off. There were a many outrages per- 
2 Captain Conway came across the river on k, and from him I got 

ere peg grad ee had come from some distance in batteaux and 


go back across 
of these negroes had been arrested and 
below, toward the South brid 


It was reported to me that some 
Carolina 
“All right; we Will 


were under guard some fifty ays 
These were very respectful to me, but one man 
So committing K great MY doprodations.  Tsupposs 
w. o a many de su 
that nto the and Sthen planes and commit 
2 aat they 1 3 said to ne 41 “I savs — — of = 
g here all night. I can’t con ese and I am 7 t me 
there had been three men killed—Jim Book and Moses Parks, colores: men, and 
young Merriwether,a white man. Merriwether was the first man killed, and of 
course the crowd was naturally excited and a good many of them were drank. 
They were infuriated by this ery sa had passed 5 my control or 
that of anybody else. I eet ges about twelve or one o'clock Colonel A. P. Batler 
went down there, and he and bis friends went off just about the time I did, and 1 
left the crowd committing depredations in the town, and I have no doubt that they 
committed a great many of them. Ho said to me, What is to be done with these 
negroes?” I said, “I don’t know, unless you send them to Aiken.” He said, “I 
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tation to his house. Next morning I rode up 
irga SoM one of the men as being a 


ore, 
enough of tbe militia, or something of that 


I knew none of the 5 I rode off, and the next morning I heard 
killed man Cook was ny ee Parks and Merri- 


5 
Í 
t 
a 


He says in his evi h 
saw the negro, that I know of, in my life. I do not know that I ever heard of him 


By Mr. Merrmon: 

One witness swears—Harry Mays or Dock Adams, I am not sure which—that 
he you tell them to shoot one or more men in that ring about three or four 
o'clock in the morning. 

Rn patio bay ial truth in that. I was at Mr. Robert Butler's house at 
our, 


I may mention here that three or four other witnesses support this 
statement on the part of Mr, Butler. 


uarters. I 5 a little more sense than t pom getin 


o human power could have controlled them after the first 
shot was fired. It was an unbridled mob. The men that brought that artillery 
over there I do not know One man came up to me who wore spectacles, and an- 
sae 55 e 5 m es * that it Ps curious Sarg 2 
not peop! 0 me, These are factory an 
the Irish have come over here for the 8 of plunder, and these men Hag aar 
I had no more control over that mob than I would have over a northeast hurricane. 
I did try, as long as I could, to prevent what outrages I could, but it would have 
been im ble for me or any other human power to control it. I certainly did 
pute er d for three hours—a great deal more than I should ever do again—to pre- 
vent 

These le have all said that I went in there at the head of two hundred armed 
men, and that there were fifteen hundred armed men in town. I think there were, 
perhaps, sixty men from the South Carolina side of the river, generally a class of 

ple who do not commit outrages of that sort, and, I e, one hundred and 
Bee) or two hundred people from the city of oes rg could only make a rough 
estimate. There were enough to doa great deal of da o and commit a 
many wrongs. I have no dobut of that. I went at the head of no army, and had 
no more idea of having a difficulty when I left home than I have at this instant 
with this committee. I had no pistol, and nothing more dangerous than a of 
the revised statutes of South Carolina. I deplore itas much as anybody. “Thad 
that copy of the statutes in my buggy. for I really did not know what the nature 
of the investigation was to be, but I thought that might cover everything. 

Q eai ee you had any political motive in there, or in any thing that 

o there 

7 A. I never had oo A sar motive about it. Some negro has said—I think one 
that I met on the bridge that I said that this thing was to be 2 up until Novem- 
ber. I never made use of any such language. The canvass in the State did not begin 
until August 16, and these democratic clubs were being organized 
had not really begun. It had been very strongly urged by men in the country to 
run Governor Chamberlain at that time, and I had no idea of having a d ty. 

and never dreamed that there would be one. I had no more idea that there would 
be a riot than a man living in the Sandwich Islands. That statement is utterly 
and entirely false. 

Q. Is it within your knowledge that any person else had any political motive in 
what was done there ? 

A. None atall. So far as I am concerned I had no idea of any political import- 
ance being attached to the riot; it was a mere émeute, one of those sudden, spas- 

that break out without being really preconsidered. 

Q. Do know anything about the organizing of that militia company? If 
you do, tell us what you know about it. i 

A. Well, I did not know at the time, but I have put myself to some trouble to 
learn something about it. 

I want to state one other fact in connection with it. After these events trans- 
pired, such a different account of them appeared in the democratic papers from 
what actually occurred that this reporter whom I have mentioned wrote me a let- 
ter; and, al gh I know that this note is not competent in any legal sense, and 
that it is not competent for me to state its contents, yet I think I may say that he 
stated in that letter that he bad not written a line in regard to the matter for any 
of the A ta papers. There was a great hurrah made in the papers, and I was 
. any investigation g made into it, and he wrote to me that 
he had not written any account for the Augusta ts. It scems to have been 
poked EP Dy Toas, Dick, and Harry and to have made the most of, and just 

ut that way. 
F I afterward came to Columbia to see Governor Chamberlain in to it, and 
went down to his office and stated to him substantially as I have stated here. His 
reply to me was, “I don't see how you are to be blamed for it. The only horrible 
ng is the killing of these ne after they were prisoners; that is murder," 
Said I, “Certainly, that is m there is no civilized man can justify that thing; 
but I bad no control over it.“ He intimated to me that there was no blame to 
attached tome. Mr. Yor 
took up the matter, and hea) 
those complimen 
I requested Mr. 


and the canvass 


Seid in May, 1876, and chat it was th that had been 
reorgan y, an was the same compan; 
ized under Governor Scott's in 1872. 4 


When I had this interview with Governor Chamberlain I said to him, “I must 
say to you, as a citizen of this country, that you are perpetrating a cruel 


upon t to allow these arms to stay there—a great „that is 
fiable.” Sola Bes “T Aid not know anything about the guna ether he did 
know anything t them or not I do not know. 

Mr. Youmans went FVV 
ing about this matter of the tia company, but he said that he could find no evi- 
dence of any commissions having been I know nothing of the legality or 
Megatity of the militia, but I would like to refer the committee to the law upon 
Bi 


"i 
ID amen’ the act of March 17, 1874, reorganizing the militia, was read by the 


tness, as follows:] 
“Src, 9. No company can be mustered in unless at least eighty-three men have 
Com now in the service of the State shall at once re- 


the minimum. Su 


and a to take of all arma, accouterments, or other m prop: 
erty belonging to the State, in the possession of such company; and any member 
thereof who refuse or neglect to deliver the same shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, 5 conviction, shall be punished by fine not exceeding 8100, 
nor less than $10, or by imprisonment not exceeding thirty days, and the said prop- 
— wherever found, may be taken ion by the commanding officer of 
such regiment, or by any officer or ier acting under his orders: 
general commanding the division to which such company or companies may be 
attached shall have power to extend the time for the reorganization herein required 
upon the the imental commander.” 

The Wrrxess My information, ajor Stone, was that this com- 
pany was not reorganized until May, 1876, and DR basa a secre further Was that 
— pyc aaaea “general ei to have the arms or to reor- 


T ee eee 
nee vers, 80 re man 
distributed all around the State. zj 
By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 
Q. You do not mean to have your statement of the law entered as a part of the 
e oe LNO 
A. No, sir; isa matter of argument, as to whether it is a legally organized 


company. 
TE Ries ee IR KOAA Mantes Takis DODIRE 


Yes, sir; I have known him for ten years, 
Q Do you kn 
. Ithink I do. 


In what respect 

For truth! 

I think it is bad, sir; he is a man of no character whatever. 

Iask you, sir, w any member of that militia company told yon at any 
who fired first in that riot, who saw the ammunition f 


7 
$ 
: 
A 


the name of Pompey Currey told me. 


Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 


you know, yourself, who fired the first shot f 
really don't know who it was, because I was clear across the block when I 
heard the firing. 


By Mr. Merrion: 


Q. State whether you ever made any effort to have that Hamburgh matter iaves- 


D hae e 
A. I did, sir; after this thing assumed b e e that I stated it did, and I 
on, and that 0 — 


5 


ra 
x 
Sia 
È 


— 


heard that this investi was going the 33 consisted of 
ties implicated, enti of — the negro trial-justice aud some of the 
jurymen were the pai imp in the riots, then I supposed, of course, that 


tical capital was trying to be made out of it, and I sent word to the attorneys 
that if any warrants were issued for me, if they would let me know, I would ro- 
eee en at once; and a warrant was issued, and I went down and appeared 
fore Judge Maher and, ye gece a for bail, it was granted to all the parties 
concerned, in the sum of $1,000, by Judge Maher 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 
One thousand dollars each? 
One thousand dollars each; that is, in each case; and the court met on the 
first Monday of Se ber and all the parties implicated reported again, and I, 
through my counsel, demanded that a bill of indictment should be given to the 


grand jury; and my information was that the judge continued the cases upon his 

own motion. It has been all by a man by the name of Albert Carroll, who 

binds Ree seat cea TOMOA case was not tried was that the court was 
m = 


Both those statements are on information merely f 
. No, sir; one of thë witnesses (Carroll) who has testified here has testified 
that they went down ther» and intimidated the court with arms, and all that sort 


of thing. I was entirely ignorant of any purpose to intimidate anybody. There 
was cig 98 us included in this eee and I suppose they — pial had a 
of ir friends with them, but I don't think there was at outside one 

ed them in Aiken. If there was an 


undred and fifty white men who accompani: 
disposition to intimidate any one, I did not see it. The men had to come with their 
wagons, some of them thirty miles, and they brought their supplies with them and 
camped out and did not appear in the town, but remained out two or three miles. 
Some of them did not come in at all, and ev g was very quict in Aiken. 


what purpose, I do not know. He is 
charged with the execution of the laws of the State, and ho has declined to do it. 


g, 
either his government is imbecile and utterly worthless or T should have been pat 
in the itentiary long before this. There is no escape from that dilemma. I 
have not only asked for this investigation, but I have demanded it again and again. 

Q. Adk yeh reaa, under the law of this State, one charged with willful mur- 
der is entitled to bail“ 
A. No, sir; he is not. 


By Mr. MERRIMON: 
lature shall provide 


T notice that State constitution says that the Legis! 
fos h toglatantion ck tha voters of the electors of the Bate; nad the provision Deam 
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never, I k, an assemblage of a since 
that time that has not urged upon the the enactment of a tion 
Jaw tn ohationes to what te oonettared. fo a mandatory provision of the consti- 
tution. 

. Witnesses have been re asked in the course of this examination 
a A DE Bova dato with them. I ask you whether you have rendered 


cumstances ? 
A. I have done all that I could to assist the minority of this committee, at its 
uest, —— 296 CE nee RAN 


req 

it to come here represen’ that were a stranger, w. we all knew, and 
unfamiliar with the history of the last year and the of the State, and I 
responded to that request; and I have been in attendance ane tank Tenet 
to give you what assistance in that respect I could, at some very 
inconvenience to me. 


ait, I ask you whether you have suggested to any witness any statement that he 


not voluntarily make f 
they JJ apt ays ery me kA aoa dcop reg So 
were goin; with a view ing your inv: ve 
und Phat: Mr. Corbin and other gentlemen have been aiding the majority of 
the committee in that way, and I have done so for the minority, at very considera- 
ble personal inconvenience, too. 
By Mr. Curistiancr: 


„There is one point to which I wish to call the attention of General Butler in 
to give him a chance for explanation. It is a question of law and was not 
a proper thing to go into the evidence, but inasmuch as you have already stated it 
I Want to giro you a chanco to modify yous statement if ou desire to do so. I see 
that your constitution provides that all persons shall before conviction bo bailable 
2 sufficient — ey —_ = 5 when the proof is eas changed 
e presumption so that there mig many cases w persons 
with murder w. be bailablet 
A. Oh, certainly, on the charge of murder. 
Mr. Merrion. You notice I used the words “willful murder.” 
The Witness. There are many instances where pentis have been charged with 
murder and been entitled to bail; but if upon an investigation of the matter the 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY: 

Q. The point which I refer to you have not reached. Take a case where it is 
murder or nothing, if you —- you can imagine a case of that kind; 
jndge should be of the opin and that it was a case 
that needed inv: m, he could take bail? 

A. Oh, certainly; it has been done time and again. 

Ver only whero the proof is evident that the prisoner is not bailablot 
. Yes, sir. 


By Mr. MERRIMON: 

. You spoke of persons coming to ; I wanted toask you at the time if it 
was diet for you te mava about Eta: pinos to place; sd, HE a0, specify any 
reason for 

A. [have got but one leg, and go on crutches now. I do find great difficulty in 
getting up and down the steps, 

. I meant in that riot? 

. I was wearing my artificial leg at that time; but of course it is difficult for 
me to get about. I was not going on crutches then. 


Mr. President, there is much testimony touching the Hamburgh riot 
that sustains the substance of what General Butler hassworn to in that 
deposition; and taking all the testimony together, considering the 
character of the witnesses and all the circumstances, I do not hesi- 
tate to declare to the Senate and to the country that it is my solemn 
conviction that it does General Butler t injustice to impute to 
him that riot and the crimes perpetrated during its progress. I do 
not believe that he instigated, nor do I believe that it was in his 
power to control it. It was a furious outburst, the result, as I have 
said, not only of the lawsuit ponding before the ne; magistrate, 
but as well of a dong scent tion of outrages and crimes perpe- 
since by a vicious e of negroes in and about the town of Ham- 

urg 

I will advert, now, sir, to one or two other matters before I take my 
seat. I have already stated that the government of South Carolina, 
at and before the last election in that State, was absolutely under 
the control of the republican party and republican officials from gov- 
ernor down. It was stated, not once and not in a corner, but pub- 
licly and everywhere in South Carolina, that there was a deliberate 
and willful purpose and conspiracy to carry the election in South 
Carolina, 6 the misrule that had prevailed there, by 
the unlawful use of the Army of the United States. I am sorry to 
say that much of the testimony taken tended strongly to show that 
that suggestion had real foundation. Not only the State authorities 
had control of the election there in November last, but all the Fed- 
eral power that could be brought to bear was brought to bear there. 
There were over a thousand deputy-marshals in South Carolinaat the 
time of the election. Federal troops were stationed, I believe, in 
every county, or nearly every county, in the State. The city of Col- 
umbia had a regiment or two stationed there; and one gentleman, a 
man of high character and who knew much about public sentiment 
and public affairs in South Carolina, General McGowan, swore that 
although he did not complain of the Army, for the Army officers de- 
meaned themselves as gentlemen, he believed the presence of the 
Army had affected the vote in that State adversely to the democrats 
ten thousand votes. From the evidence, I concur in the view taken 
by him in that respect, The troops were everywhere, and the truth 
is, that the people there, the white people particularly, were under 
the dominion of the troops, for, when they moved, everybody from 


e e to the lowest submitted, not through fear, but through 
n ty and wise policy. There was no resistance to the Army any- 
where, nor was there any hostility to it, so far as I could see or learn. 

There is a common impression that the negroes there all voted the 
republican ticket. That is a very false impression; it is a mere in- 
ference. But if any reasonable disinterested person will consider 
the misrule that had prevailed in South Carolina for years—and I 
wish I had time to refer to it here—if he will see that the negroes 
themselves had come to the conclusion that a change was necessary, 
he will come to the conclusion that it was not strange that thousands 
of negroes changed their y relations. 

Much of the testimony that I could bring to the attention of the 
Senate, if I had time to read it, would show that many negroes 
changed their party relations because of their convictions that a 
change of rule was necessary. One negro canvasser there on the dem- 
ocratic side, a very intelligent man for a negro, and one who had can- 
vassed most of the State, swore that there were twelve thousand negro 
voters in the democratic clubs, and that he believed ten thousand or 
more voted for Hampton. It is false to say that n did not vote 
for Hampton. In fact, thousands of them voted for him. I remem- 
ber having had a conversation with some n and I asked thein 
if they were afraid of Hampton. They said “No, we are not afraid of 
Hampton; we are willing to risk our lives and our fortunes and our 
liberty with him.” They did say, however, in addition, that they 
were fearful that they would not have a Hampton always to rulo 
over them. They seemed to have a profound respect for him, and 
the greatest confidence in his justice toward them. They voted for 
him without constraint. 

There is evidence going to show that there was a concerted purpose 
to prostitute the Army of the United States in that State in the late 
election in behalf of the so-called republican party there. As one 
of the subcommittee I endeavored to take all the testimony about the 
use of the Army there while it wasin ere of the State-house and 
interfered with the organization of the Legislature, but Iwas not allowed 
to do it; the evidence was excluded by the majority of the commit- 
tee; but I did get in some testimony on that subject, and disagree- 
able to me as it is, I feel that it is due to this contest to call the 
attention of the Senate to the part that the contestant, Mr. Corbin, 
had in that transaction. 

Mr. Butler has been assailed here mercilessly when he cannot be 
heard. It is proper and fitting and just that Ishould bring to the 
attention of the Senate the part the other contestant took in the 
troubles in Sonth Carolina in connection with the last election there, 
unpleasant as it is for me to doit. I had understood that the con- 
troversy about the disturbances there was not to affect this contest— 
that this testimony would not be needed nor would it be produced ; 
but as it has been produced on one side and in aid of one contestant, 
it is fair and just that we should hear both sides. I propose now to 

nt testimony which goes to show that there was a conspiracy in 
uth Carolina to use the Army of the United States to control the 
election there in favor of the republican yeh 

It will be remembered that Governor C berlain issued a procla- 
mation of insurrection down there after he had had an interview 
with the authorities here in Washington. I believe this was in 
October of last year. 

Anybody who will read his own testimony as brought ont by the 
cross-examination, and that of other witnesses of high character, 
judges and other high officers, will see that that proclamation of in- 
surrection was absolutely false. There was no more insurrection 
there at the time he issued that proclamation than there is in this 
Senate Chamber or in this city at this moment. All the judges cer- 
tified and some of them swore that there was no insurrection and no 
cause for the proclamation. The courts were all open; the officers 
of the courts and all officers in the State were going about their daily 
business, and the business of the government went on orderly every- 
where. There was no opposition to the officers of the law anywhere 
at the time. The inference is plain that that proclamation was issued 
for the purpose of making a pretext to apply to the President for 
troops to be sent down there to control the election and secure not 
only the Legislatura and the administration of the State government 
to the republi party, but to secure the election of the gentleman 
who comes here and claims to be seated in this body as a republican 
Senator or some other one in his place of that party. 

Let me call your attention to certain testimony on that subject. 
Judge Cooke, of South Carolina, is a man far above mediocrity in 

int of ability and general intelligence. The testimony proves that 

© was a respectable judge of the circuit courts there. He has been 
a judge there for several years; he has been a tepani esn for eight 
years up to abont the time of the late election, It was proven by 
witnesses who were introduced—at last, however, certain witnesses 
were cut off under circumstances that I may have occasion to men- 
tion—that he was a highly respectable man, and that he was worthy 
of credit, and all the witnesses swore that they would believe-him 
upon oath. I was not allowed to introduce many witnesses that I 
wanted to introduce on that subject; but enough swore it to satisfy 
any reasonable mind that Judge Cooke was a respectable man, enti- 
tled to be believed by anybody, and, besides that, he was a republi- 
can, and had been the confidential friend of Governor Chamberlain 
and other leading republicans in the State. I must say that I believe 
what he swore. Now, let me call your attention to what he said, 
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I will not read all his testimony, but only the material parts of it. 
The following are material extracts from his testimony : 


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, December 28, 1876. 
Trompson H. Cooke sworn and examined. 


By Mr. MERRIMON: 
Please state your business, your place of nativity, and your age. 

1 hold the office of circuit judge of the ei th Gloat, the Botte te di- 
vided into eight circuits. I was born in Fairfield County, about eighteen miles 
above this ; lived here several years, and for many years in county of 
Orangun below here, until within the last four years. Upon my election as 
judge of aah rents eaS Se Greenville, where I now live. 

I was fi Ar Ars the 1st day of last Jul 
tical party have you een acting for the last six or eight 


Q. hairan what polii 
- Wen sir, I claim to be a republican, and I have been with that party 
for the last eight years, until about two months before the late election came off. 
petty, suas tay A Ee erro Betr von tecoepenie with Goat partys 

state any reasons ve ou 2 
A. A2 1 bars already stated, since about two months prior to the lite election 
g with the ic y, supporting the election of 
General Hampton for governor in this State, for reason that I me convinced 
se! Roe my mind that the republican party, that had so often and so re- 


the principles w princi 
ing anarchy and despotism, and I determined in my own mind 
8 the 


I direct your attention now to the 


A. I have never seen the people of the th circuit more peaceable than they 
were during the entire campaign, nor have Í ever seen them more peaceable than 
since the campaign was over. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 


2 What counties does the eighth circuit consist of ? 

Abbeville, Anderson, Oconee, Pickens, and Greenville Counties. Governor 
Chamberlain and myself had repeated conversations on the subject of sending 
troops to that circuit, and the under&tanding between us was that if I should come 
to the conclusion that troops were necessary I would so inform him; and I have 
never to this day seen any necessity for sending there, and I never have 
informed him of any such necessity. He acted upon suggestion of some fow 
white republicans. 


By Mr. CAMERON: 
Do you know that of your on knowledge that he acted upon their suggestion 1 
* 1 iama that they made the application. 
Q You may state facts without stating inferences. 
. don't wish to state what I do not know, 
gah Saah, ee e E Ar ion 
es, sir. 


By Mr. MERRMON : 


pe Seah core ok POR AEA ad phon ee E ESR SORE ORAE or cel 
es, sir. 

CCC 

eee in the late canvass; and, if so, will you state how man; 

le ou en ; „ 

speeches x mada Sod: where f ie x 
A. Well, it would take me some time to narrate the places that I addressed 
meetings at. 


I introduce that testimony to the end that the Senate may see who 
this man was, and know what he said of the condition of his judicial 
circuit at the time of the proclamation of insurrection. I come now 
to that portion of his testimony that bears on the charge made 

inst the republican 1 in South Carolina in reference to the use 
of the Army of the United States: 


Q. Do you know a person in this city by the name of D. T. Corbin, and if you 
gay fy ere who that is! 
A. I believe Mr. D. T. Corbin is United States district attorney for South Car- 
olina. I know him. 
Q What are his political affiliations } 
I believe he passes as a republican, sir; and always has, as far as I know. 
State whether you had any conversation with him during the late cam 1 
or immediately preceding, and if you say yes, state the conversation as nearly an 
ly as you can, when and where you had such conversation! 
A. About the middle of August, I think it was, in coming to this city from 
Greenville, Mr. in and myself were both on the and somewhere between 
here and Newberry, I cannot say exactly at what point, but at Pomaria, or some- 
where thereabouts, I moved my seat over in front of Mr. Corbin for the purpose of 
talking with him. I cannot pretend to be exact in the use of his very language, 
because I do not know that 1 conld be accurate, but the impressions made upon 
up fg and the substance of the conversation I think I can state. 
CHRISTIANCY. You need not give your impressions, but the substance of 


The Wirness. Yes, sir. I asked Mr. Corbin what he thought of the situation, 
the political lookout of South Carolina—the State was thoroughly aroused even at 
that early day—and he said to me that it looked like the people of the State were 
determined to it; the democratic party were determined to carry the State, 
and that cas: fe d carry it unless something was done to check this 4 
thusiasm I then said to him if there was any way ble to check it, he 
said that he thought there was; that if two or three riots or rows could re 
up in South Carolina, and about thirty. fifty, or one hundred negroes killed. it 
repui lican party, and perhaps the 


iots. When Mr. Corb this mak 
rio en Mr. e remar 
to me I thought but very little about it, 
<r what you thought; state what was said. 
Mr. Merumon. You can state whether, when the Ellenton riots took place, you 
remembered the conversation. 

The Witness. I did. 

ff. ⁊ E T or eke (3 Corbin 

r. 


thing that 
A Tene hiss nb Governor Ohassberlain's RUADA 
What was said there? 


r. Corbin came out about the time the governor came out; they had been 
dining, I think, together, and they came out together, and Mr. Corbin and a gen- 
tleman by the name of Cobb left the house together. Judge Mackey and myself 

a seat in the piazza and remained some time talking with the governor. 
pause when they came out—those two gentlemen, Mr. Corbin and 
Moned aeraing Cuore Yoinroda Hisn oF fidas cithak pno that T Shtok is 
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pai, 
think, on the Greenville road, between Hod; and Greenwood sta- 
„ think, the 23d of August. Governor Cham n had been to a politi- 
Abbeville, and had uested me to go over there and that 
meeting in company with him. I went from Greenville on the 2ist—on Monday, 
I think it was—to Hodge's, and met him and went down to Abbeville; and the 
next day—the 22d, I k it was—the meeting came off. On his way back to 
Columbia I went down as far as Greenwood ; the up train met the train bound 
south at Ninety Six, about ten miles below Greenwood; I went down there on 
some little business, and during the trip down he and I had some little chat together 
about the situation, and he stated to me that from every appearance the campaign 
was going to be a very hard one, and that —— have to be done to 
troops in here to suppress this enthusiasm and induce the negro to vote the 
republican ticket; that something would have to be done to brier te troops in 
here. I do not know what he meant. I think that was on the 23d day of August. 
Q. Can you state any other fact as coming from Governor Chamberlain or Mr. 
Corbin of a like character? 
A. Lonly know that the general sentiment of the leading 
Mr. CAMERON, Please state facts and not impressions. 
The Witxess. Well, I am not going to state impressions. When I speak of the 
sentiments I mean the expressions of various leaders in the State. 


That is as much as I care to read at this moment. After that con- 
versation with Mr. Corbin, after the “ Ellenton riot,” of which we 
have heard so much took place, Mr. Corbin, then district attorney of 
the United States, as the evidence here taken shows, had a large 
number of the white people in the neighborhood of Ellenton arrested 
upon warrants issued by a United States commissioner, and they 
were taken to Aiken Court House, in Aiken County. They were de- 
tained there for some time, and as many as about two hundred wit- 
nesses—negroes en l in the Ellenton controversy, he sammoning 
only one side, I believe not a single white man—were kept at Aiken 
Court House several days, and there he examined them, taking down 
in 3 their testimony. That was very soon after the riot took 
pas e had arrested only white men, and all democrats. I be- 
ieve he had one democratic negro arrested. After that these wit- 
nesses, as many pean as two hundred or two hundred and fifty, 
were taken under the direction of Mr. Corbin, at the expense of the 
Government, to attend the circuit court of the United States at 
Columbia, in November last. They were detained there during the 
whole term of the circuit court where they were under his direction 
aud manipulation. After the term of the court expired the negroes 
were not allowed to go home, but under the order of Mr. Corbin, as I 
learned, they were detained there for many days to await the coming 
of the subcommittee to Columbia to be examined as witnesses touch- 
ing outrages. 

r. Corbin examined those witnesses that were sent to the sub- 
committee, and from the manner in which they testified it was mani- 
fest to my mind (and I think I am aualitied to judge on that subject, 
for I have examined witnesses in courts of justice for many years) 
that they had been thoroughly trained. The spirit of what they 
all told was in the same direction, and they testified without let or 
hinderance. They all traveled over the same line of assault on the 
white people; It was plaiu that there was a purpose, a studied pur- 
pose, right or wrong, to implicate, criminate, and injure the white 
people. It is proven by men of the highest character that many of 
them swore to deliberate falsehoods. They swore to many A 
which are disproved, and they swore to many other things that in the 
nature of things could not be disproved further and otherwise than 
as they contradicted themselves and were unworthy of credit for 
tru 


th. 

I declare to the Senate that it would be monstrous to condemn on 
such testimony the popa South Carolina as they have been con- 
demned here and elsew It is cruel and monstrous that intelli- 
gent men will denounce a people as they have been denounced, upon 
the testimony of such men as most of those who testified before that 
committee. 

And, sir, it is just to the white people that I should state one other 
fact. After we had examined witnesses there for a month, many of 
the leading men of that State made application to the committee and 

us not tostop. They said “ You have made a partial exam- 
ination; we want you to examine more witnesses here, and then we 
wish you to go to Charleston and elsewhere, and examine about the 
votes there and on the Combahee River.” We staid there a month. 
The committee felt it was their duty to stop, and without giving the 
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white people as full an opportunity to be heard as they desired. 


Mr. Butler had been maligned, slandered, misrepresented, and I must 
say, had not a fair or just opportunity to be heard in view of the 
concerted and studied assaults made upon him. 

Iam not here to-day to go into a discussion of the condition of 
South Carolina and the philosophy, because there is philosophy in it, 
of their fortunes and their condition for the last twenty years. If 
it becomes necessary I may advert to this subject on some future oc- 
casion. But the course this debate has taken has made it my duty 
to say what I have said without premeditation in behalf of the con- 
testant, Mr. Butler; and, sir, it has pained me to call the attention 
of the Senate to the vegies against the contestant, Mr. Corbin 
but it was just and due, as such unjust and uncalled-for warfare had 
been made on one side, that the other side should have at least a 
little ren : 

Mr. C ON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I did not expect to 
be drawn into a discussion to-day of the facts or any of the facts de- 
veloped by the subcommittee that proceeded under the order of the 
Senate to South Carolina last December for the purpose of investi- 
gating certain matters with which that subcommittee was charged ; 
and yet, notwithstanding the extreme provocation which my friend 
from North Carolina has given me to go into an extended discussion 
of these matters, I will refrain. The Senate has now been in session 
nearly twenty-six consecutive hours. The Senator from North Caro- 
lina has a physical advantage over me; I do not mean to say that he 
has not many other advantages over me. He had the fortune 
to be able to pair last evening with a clever member on this side of 
the Chamber, and he is just as fresh and vigorous this morning as I 
ever saw him before in all my life. 

Mr. MITCHELL. And the clever member staid up all night. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The clever man with whom he 
paired staid up all nia but was very careful not to vote. 

The Senator from North Carolina starts out with the statistical 
argument to prove that there was no intimidation in the State of 
South Carolina during the political campaign of 1876. I have but 
little faith in this so-called statistical argument. The Senator will 
remember that Mr. Haskell, chairman of the democratic State com- 
mittee for that State, came before us day after ae time after time, 
and completely overwhelmed us with statistics. He finally made a 
table which we have included in the volumes which are now laid 
upon the tables of Senators. 

Mr. MERRIMON. May I interrupt the Senator? The statistics 
that I have read are the statistics that all parties down there do not 
dispute. 

r. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. We shall see about that directly. 
Mr. Haskell having resorted to the statistical argument, General 
Elliott, on the of the republicans, resorted to the same argu- 
ment. The table which he made is also included in these volumes of 
testimony, and I refer the Senate to those two tables. I hope rd 
will study them, and after they have studied them carefully I thin 

ible, about the facts that are claimed to 
be proved by those statistics than they did before they looked at them 
at all. 


If I were going to prove that intimidation did exist in that State 
during the canvass of 1876, I would not refer to the statistical argu- 
ment. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I do not think you would. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I would refer to the sworn testi- 
mony of unimpeached and unim hable witnesses, given before our 
committee; I would refer to the fact that fifty or a hundred wit- 
nesses—I have not counted them and do not know definitely the 
number—swore before the committee that prior to the Hamburgh 
massacre they were threatened by leading white men; by leading 
democrats they were told “if you continue to vote the republican 
ticket and continue to act with the republican party something 
dreadful will happen in South Carolina.” Republican curiosity be- 
ing excited by threats of that kind, very frequently they asked, 
“Well, what is going to oa ¢ aren “ Oh, well, I cannot tell you ex- 
actly, but something d. ul is going to happen.” Upon being 
33 still further, they would say, “John, Dick, Joe, and other 

leading republicans will be killed.” “Why will they be killed? 

What have they done?” „Oh, they are leaders in the republican party, 
and unless we get rid of them we cannot overthrow the republicans 
in this State.” 

I say, Mr. President, that a great number of witnesses swore to these 
threats made to them and made to others in their presence; and if 
nothing had happened after those threats had been made we might 
reasonably have concluded that nothing was meant by them. But 
something did happen; something nappen on the 8th day of July, 
1876. That something happened at Hamburgh; and if you will examine 
the testimony of these witnesses you will find that what — at 
Hamburgh was merely a carrying out of the threats that had been 
made for weeks and months prior to that time. lam satisfied, and 
my reponse associate on the committee, who has long been accus- 
tomed to making judicial investigations, and looking upon testimony 

udge, is satisfied that that ep which oc- 
burgh did have a political significance, and that many 
in it intended it for political effect, and that it 


they will know less, if 


with the eye of a 
curred at 
who were en 


did have political effect. 
I do not propose to go into a discussion of the testimony, to ana- 


lyze it for the purpose of showing the connection of General Butler 
with that unfortunate transaction. I have no doubt that he deeply 
regrets to-day that he 1 will say happened“ to have 
any connection with it at all. The testimony given before the com- 
mittee in regard to the connection of General Butler with the affair at 
Hamburgh on the 8th of July is contradicted; there is no doubt about 
that. ny witnesses swore that they saw him placing his men; 
that they heard him give the command to fire. General Butler con- 
tradicts that. 

Mr. MERRIMON, And others too. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Yes, sir; and others too. He was 
there ; there is no doubt about that. I do not pretend to say now 
whether the statements made by those who swore that they heard 
him give the command to fire, that they saw him placing his men, 
that they saw him having general charge of the democratic rifle clubs 
assembled there at that time—I do not, I say, now intend to ana- 
lyze the testimony for the purpose of showing whether those state- 
ments are true or whether the statements made by the witnesses who 
contradict those allegations are true. 

The testimony is contradictory, aud the only way that any person can 
arrive at a correct understanding of itis to read all the testimony and 
analyze it. I do not claim that we ought to believe everything, for 
instance, that is sworn to by Captain Adams. Captain Adams was 
the leader of the republicans there that night, and I think I do not 
exaggerate when I say that nearly all the democrats who were there 
assembled ized General Butler as their leader. Whether or not 
be could have controlled the excesses that occurred there that night 
I shall not now stop to inquire. 

Again, quite a number of witnesses swore that General Butler was 
there as late as three o’clock in the morning and that he was connected 
with the transactions that took place after midnight and before three 
or four o’clock in the morning. General Butler himself swore that 
he left Hamburgh and went to the residence of Robert J. Butler, his 
client, between twelve and one o’clock. Several other witnesses swore 
to that also. 

Irefer to this merely to show that the testimony is contradictory 
and that the real facts can only be arrived at by careful examination 
of the testimony aud analyzing it. General Butler himself has given 
his version of this Hamburgh affair. He not only gave his version of 
it before the committee but he has written several letters on the sub- 
ject. I will call the attention of the Senate to what General Butler 
says in one of his letters. Genera) Butler on the 16th day of July 
in the year 1876 did not hesitate to declare that if every negro 
en, in the riot had been killed in the suppression, it would have 
been excusable, if not justifiable, 

If you will examine the letter which he wrote on that day, and 
which was published in the New York papers, you will find the sen- 
tence which I have read. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Does the Senator read from it now? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, I am reading from his letter. 

Mr. MERRIMAN. In what? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. From his letter to the New York 
Journal of Commerce. He further stated in his letter that the tri- 
bunal of the written law had been 1 to and ignominiously 
failed; delay would have been fa to the safety of the lives, 
families, and property of the unoffending peaceable citizen. He pro- 
ceeded: “ Prompt, short, sharp, decisive action was necessary under 
the dictates of the unwritten inalienable law known as self-preser- 
vation, the first of all laws.“ 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Will my friend the Senator from Wisconsin tell 
me in what volume I can find that? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It is in the letter. I have an 
analysis of it here. I cannot tell the Senator where it is, but he will 
find it in the third volume by referring to the index. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Is the Senator reading from the letter itself or 
from an analysis of it made by somebody else? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I am reading an extract from the 
letter. The letter you will find in the third volume of the testimony 
which I see the Senator has before him. He can ascertain for him- 
self by referring to it whether the extract is a correct one or not. 
The Senator has read the testimony that General Butler gave before 
the committee. He gives, as I have already stated, his own yersion 
of what occurred at Hamburgh on that day. In his testimony before 
the committee he accuses the poor republicans there of many things, 
but the most serious charge that he makes against any one is against 
a colored constable called Bill Nelson. He says that Bill Nelson “ sat 
in the door with his feet up against the door-casing fanning himself 
very offensively.” Now, “fanning himself very offensively,” I take 
it, is not a crime at common law ; and I doubt if it is a crime in any 
statute of any State, unless it be under the unwritten law, or the 
unwritten statutes—that may be a contradiction of terms—of South 
pase Poor Bill Nelson sat there “fanning himself very offen- 
sively 

The Senator from North Carolina complains that the secrecy of the 
committee was broken and divulged by some one. He did not state 
by whom; but of course I know to whom he referred. But the Sen- 
ator onght to have remembered that we had a democratic reporter in 
the committee-room during the whole time that we were at Columbia 
taking testimony, and that that democratic reporter furnished the 
items, or that somebody did, I do not know who. 


Mr. MERRIMON. I beg my friend’s pardon. 

. of Wisconsin. He had the best opportunity in the 
wor 

Mr. MERRIMON. I was allowed, as the minority, a clerk; and 
my friend will remember that secrecy was enjoined upon that clerk, 
and u everybody in the room. Certain proceedings of the commit- 
tee did get out, but they got out through the clerk of the committee, 
and I had to bring the matter io the attention of the committee. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I am sorry that I must di 
with my friend in regard to that. The notes of the testimony were 
taken by this democratic reporter who was in the room with the 
committee, and who was an assistant to my friend, the Senator from 
North Carolina. Those notes-of the testimony were given to some- 
body outside, I will not say to whom now, but in a very short time 
they were all over the city of Columbia, so that really there was no 
secrecy about our proceedings. I, for one, never hesitated a single 
moment, after I ascertained that there was no secrecy about the mat- 
ter, that the testimony which we took was spread broadcast, not 
on over the city of Columbia, but over the State of South Carolina, 
and over the whole nation so far as anybody was interested in it—1 
say I never hesitated for a single moment in divulging what occurred 
in the committee. I really do not take very kindly to the lecture 
which my associate on the committee has seen fit to give me to-day 
on the subject. 

The Senator has said something and General Butler in his testi- 
mony said something which has been read about the general policy 
of the democratic campaign in South Carolina, That was a sort of 
dual policy. General Hampton had been nominated for governor, 
and he was making a canvass of the State. He would go around and 
make a conciliatory speech, much more so than some other distin- 

ished citizens of the State, who were not inclined so much in that 

irection as he was. Sometimes they would go with him and make 
a speech of a directly opposite character. For instance, on the even- 
ing of the day on which he was nominated for governor a ratification 
meeting was held in the yard of the State-house at Columbia. There 
was a distingnished ntleman there from Mississippi, one General 
alee} Spree and my friend on my left here, [Mr. MCMILLAN, ] who was 
with me on the committee in Mississippi a year ago last summer, will 
recollect General Ferguson. He testified before our committee. He 
either went of his own accord, or was sent to South Carolina as a 
political missionary, and he made three or four speeches in that State. 

Mr. DAWES. He went as an expert! 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He went as a democratic expert, 
my friend suggests. In a report of the speech which he made, and 
which was reported the next morning in the Charleston News and 
Courier, he recommended to the South Carolinians there assembled 
that they should adopt what he denominated and what the people 
of this country denominated the Mississippi plan. He was on the 
same platform, the same stand, with General Hampton. I think 
General Ferguson made the first speech. He told them that if they 
would adopt the Mississippi plan, they could easily overcome the 
forty thousand republican majority of the State of South Carolina. 
Perhaps I had better refer to some of the testimony in rd to that. 
General Ferguson’s speech at Columbia at the ratification meeting 
called to ratify the nomination of Hampton was detailed to the com- 
mittee. General Fe m said that he had come back to tell the 
people of South Carolina how they could carry the State of South 
Carolina. In Mississippi they (the democrats) thought it was impos- 
sible to carry the State, but they had resolved in their minds that the 
thing was worth uyni “I will state,” he said, “ that there was one 
connty in Mississippi that I paid some attention to.” 

The witness went on to say : ; 

He gave an instance of how a majority of three or probably four thousand (I 
think he said) republican votes were 8 they carried the county by 600 
majority, I think, at the last election; and by follo the leaders and attending 
their meetings, and insisting upon being heard at republican meetings, and reply- 
ing, and checking the lying, as it, that was uttered by the carpet- 
and scala and by assuring the masses that they did not desire to injure 
but letting the leaders un that if anything occurred there—if there 
the slightest trouble—their lives— 

That is the lives of the leaders— 
should be forfeited. 

General Elliott reported a part of this speech to the committee. 
This is a part of Elliott’s report of that speech. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Whose testimony are you reading from? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. General Elliott’s testimony. 

Mr. MERRIMON, Who is he? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He at that time claimed to be the 
attorney-general of the State of South Carolina, They resolved to 
go to this campaign meeting, and they went in large numbers; and 
when the white leaders of the republican party got there they crowded 
before them and gave them notice that they should not speak there 
that day unless these men were allowed to reply; and he said— 

e but when he “ commenced to lie about the leof Mississippi” 
Mees ihat he would have stop right there. lia ta ppi 
Now I will read some further testimony in re; to that mass- 


meeting. Iexamined General Elliott in regard toit. I put this ques- 
tion to him: 
¢ VTV 


Q Did he make a speech? 
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A. Yes, sir; he spoke. 


he did not refer to an 
Y, 


aT He did ot ea, 
A. Oh, no, sir, 


He was further asked: 


g General Hampton was present at this meeting addressed by Ferguson t 
. Yes, sir; he was there. 

Q. Did General Ham get up and protest that they must not use any such 
measure in South 1 

A. No, sir. I heard every speech made that evening. 


I think this will illustrate the “ true inwardness” of the democratic 
campaign in South Carolina in 1876. The Senator has read the testi- 
mony of General Butler in to what took place at Edgefield 
Court House on the &th day of August, the day that the first repub- 
lican meeting of the campaign was held in that town. I will not 
stop to read the testimony, but the testimony shows, to begin with, 
that the pres. was appointed by the Shy frome not as a meetin: 
for joint discussion at al, but as a republican meeting purel aed 
solely. It ap however, that word had been sent out into Edge- 
field County and the adjoining counties ordering—that is the word 
they use down there—“ ordering” the rifle clubs to come in, so that 
on that day, before Governor Chamberlain and the other republican 
eg who accompanied him had reached Edgefield Court House, 
there were at least a thousand mounted red-shirt democrats in — 
field Court House, and they were not very quiet or orderly or gentle- 
manly in their conduct. ene Chamberlain and those who were 
with him were insulted as they were coming into town by these 
1 democrats. 48 

democrats went and took possession of the speaking: stand and 
the ground before the hour arrived for the republican meeting to com- 
mence. General Gary and General Butler were on the stand, and the 
insisted on making hes; also General Butler states in his testi- 
mony, in substance, that he informed them unless they were permitted 
to reply there should be no speaking there that day. If Senators will 
examine this testimony they will find that the republicans had 
on six or eight or ten meetings throughout the State prior to the nom- 
ination of Chamberlain for governor. Governor Chamberlain intended 
to address each one of these meetings. I think the first meeting was 
held at Edgefield, and if you will examine the testimony, even the 
testimony of the democratic witnesses, even the testimony of General 
Butler himself, you will find that Governor Chamberlain and his 
republican associates did not have a very pleasant time there that 
day. It appeared from the testimony of the witnesses before the com- 
mittee that out of this series of meetings, with the exception I think 
of one, the transactions that had taken place at Edgefield were dupli- 
cated at each one of these meetings in substance. 

The Senator has seen fit to attack Governor Chamberlain for issu- 
ing a certain proclamation. Governor Chamberlain in his testimony 
before the committee went into that subject very thoroughly, and I 
think he succeeded in satisfying the jority of the subcommittee 
that he did a very wise and prudent thing when he issued that proc- 
lamation. He told the committee how many rifle clubs he had ascer- 
tained in his official capacity there were in that State; that he had 
information in re; to their strength and in regard to the purpuse 
of those rifle cla Just before that this Ellenton massacre had 
taken place. I will not go into the details of that massacre, though 
I think no testimony has been read here in regard to that very unfor- 
tunate occurrence. Some ‘forty or fifty persons were killed during 
those troubles. I have not counted up the number, but I can very 
easily ascertain how many were killed. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Enough in all conscience, but not half thatnum- 


ber. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. No matter about the exact number, 
Every person who was killed save one was a black man and a repub- 
lican. Only one white man was killed. 

The Senator also finds fault with the Army. Well, I do not think 
that the democrats in South Carolina have much love for the Federal 


Army. 

Mr. MERRIMON. The Senator does me injustice. I did not find 
any fault with the Army. They went where they were bid to go and 
did their duty as they were directed. What I find fault with is that 
the Army was prostituted by those who coughs not to have done it. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. And the Senator said that General 
McGowan swore that the presence of the Army there had made a 
change of ten thousand votes in the result of the election. I agree 
with General McGowan that the presence of the Army there did 
make a change of ten thousand votes. It made a change of more 
than ten thousand votes in the result of the election, but the change 
was not a democratic change, it was a republican change. Witness 
after witness came before the committee and swore that they would 
not have dared to go to the polls unless the troops were there. 
The Senator says that not fifty men in all the State, so far as the 
testimony appeared before the committee, were intimidated. My 
understanding of this testimony is very different from his under- 
standing of it. The Senator will remember that very many republi- 
can witnesses testified that they would not have dared to go to the 
polling-places at all unless the soldiers were there. 

Mr. ON. What I mean is this: We examined probably 
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two hundred and fifty witnesses, and I do not think as many as fi 
taking the co peel on both sides, swore that they were 2 
from Wek through fear. 


Mr. C ON, of Wisconsin. I think a t many more than 
fifty witnesses testified upon that subject. Ithink a great many 
more than fifty witnesses testified that they would not have dared to 
p to the voting-places unless they had known that there was some 

‘ederal protection for them. 

The Senator says, however, that more democratic colored men were 
intimidated than republican colored men. I will call the attention 
of the Senate to a few of the democratic colored men who were in- 
timidated and to what they said about it. One of the martyrs of 
republican intolerance who came before the committee was a man 
named Jeremiah Whitlock. Jeremiah went on to state to the com- 
mittee that in 1868 he remarked to his wife that he would go demo- 
cratic. His wife observed to Jeremiah in response to this, if he 
would do it she would leave him. Jeremiah had been married for 
quite a number of years, and that threat did not have as much influ- 
ence upon him as Least he had more recently entered into that 
bli state. Jeremiah did democratio and his wife did leave 
him, and Jeremiah swore before the committee that he was very 
gladly intimidated. 

Mr. EATON. Will the Senator permit me to ask a question? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Certainly. 

Mr. EATON. Is that the opinion of Jeremiah or is it a senatorial 
opinion? [Laughter. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. That is the testimony of Jeremiah, 
and Jeremiah was a democrat. We found that nearly all the colo: 
ladies in South Carolina were republicans. They seemed to have no 
sympathy whatever with the democratic party. Here is another 
8 colored man who was intimidated. His name was Will- 
iam G. Childs, and this was his testimony in regard to what he heard: 

At a barbecue on my place I beard a woman say if her husband voted the demo- 
cratic ticket, and voted for her children to go back into slavery and to be without 
education, and things of that kind, she would leave him and have nothing more to 
do with him. A many women who were present at that time spoke up and 
said they would do the same. 

A colored democrat named Jonas Weeks came before the commit- 
tee, and this Jonas Weeks had the honor at one time of being a slave 
of the great and good General Hampton. He testified that he got 
more to eat when he was a slave than now, and “if it is so fixed I had 
to be a slave, I would rather be a slave.“ He said “I have a wife and 
two children, and she cussed me; and I had on a dirty shirt and she 
wouldn’t give me no clean shirt to put on.” The question was put 
to him— 

Q Your wife is a 9 t 

. Yes, sir; she claims to be a republican, and all them does; but I said she 
wasn't true to me because I supported General Hampton. 

Another colored democrat went on to testify that he was a demo- 
crat, He stated as his special grievance that on one Sunday night at 
a colored meeting— 

I got up and commenced talking, and then as soon as I commenced they— 
Referring to the colored brethren and sisters who were present— 
run out of the house and would not hear me, and I brought my remarks to a clove 

just as quick as possible. 

{Langhter. ] 

Another witness was invited to a wake, and he goes on to testify: 

One of the women who was in the house there, she commenced 


close as . says to my wife, “ give me a pipe of tobacco, get 
ne wo hóta 


This question was put to him: 
T . ; Seer tek Se g vepar mosser h ARN for her. |Laughter.) 

The next question was: 

12 it was funny to hear a democrat pray ? 

Yes, sir; that is so. 

There was a democratic orator. I do not know but that it was 
the democratic orator whom my friend from North Carolina referred 
to. His name was George Meade. He describes his failure to secure 
an audience thus: 

A. I went on to Meeting street from there. I spoke there that evening. 

By Mr. MERRIMON : i 
Was that in the town? 


Lots g there when I got up and started to 
speak ; and as soon as I got up, says they, Let's leave that there; no use 
to listen at him; and they went back there somewhere; 1 don't 


where they 


went. 
By Mr. CAMERON: 


Y t that great indi, did 7 
2 They they bod wes five —— 171 
Here is another colored democrat, and I think my friend from North 
Carolina will remember him. He was examined by the Senator from 
North Carolina. 
Did the colored men ever abuse or maltreat you for being a democrat? 
They won't wash a shirt for me in Edge: County, and if they do they 
to get all the money out of ‘the demo- 


charge me two prices, and sa; are 
Fo me ore Ps y they are going 


crat 


They say they won't wash clothes for 1 

> They say Ht thay do tey ave going te chargo double price and get all the 
money out of the democrat 

Q. you remember any other fact connected with your experience during the 
late campaign? 

That conundrum was propounded to him by the honorable Senator 
from North Carolina. 

A. I have got to make some statement about how we got to get along with the 
colored women. 

y Sey MERRIMON: 

II Ft kuy 8 a shirt, and pay dollar a month for your 
washing and I pay twenty-five cents a shirt, and change shirt as often as you do, 
I want to know how I'm going to keep up with the I wouldn't say any- 
thing about the colored women only that they intimidated me so bad. 

All this talk about intimidating colored democrats is the merest 
eer and farce that ever was attempted to be played before any 
audience. 

a MERRIMON. No more, sir, than on the other side—not a 
whit. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I do not agree with you there. We 
did not ascertain that any colored democrats had been shot, or seo 
or driven off from their land, or refused employment, It ap be- 
fore the committee that it was a very common thing, and in fact it 
was not denied, for the democrats who own the Jand to say to their 
n employés—to say right out “Unless you vote the democratic 
ticket you cannot stay on my * 

Mr. MERRIMON. Do you call that intimidation? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I docallitintimidation, These men 
are poor; they have families on their hands; they have no means of 
supporting those families except by the labor of their own hands. 
Nearly all the lands in the State are owned by democrats, and nearly 
all the employers in the State are democrats. If these men can- 
not get employment, if they cannot get lands upon which to work, 
the result is inevitable: they must starve or leave the State. I say 
it is intimidation; and I say it has been one of the most effective 
means of intimidation employed in that State; and I say it is one of 
the most effective means employed in other States in the South. 

But, Mr. President, I did not intend to be betrayed into saying as 
much as I have already uttered. The Senator from North Carolina 
has said that upon some fature occasion he will discuss this so-called 
South Carolina question. I think, perhaps, that upon some other 
occasion I may be tempted to do the same thing. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pooding question is on the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Oregon [ Mr. MITCHELL] to the res- 
olution of the Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. Ala herding Ie 

Mr. MITCHELL. The time having transpired fixed by my amend- 
ment in which this subject is to be made the special order, I ask gen- 
eral consent to modify it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator has the right to modify it. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I will modify it, so as to add to the resolution 
the following: 


And that this resolution be made the special order for to-morrow, at half past 
twelve o clock p. m. 

a VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate agree to the amend- 
ment 

Mr. EATON. Has not that amendment already been voted upon 7 

Mr. MITCHELL. No, sir; it has not. 

Mr. EATON. I thought an amendment was voted upon making 
the subject the special order for half past twelve. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It has not been voted upon. 

Mr. HOAR. If I correctly understand the amendment, it fixes an 
impossible time. 

Boge MITCHELL, No,sir. Half past twelve to-morrow is a possi- 

e time. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that in legislative parlance to-morrow 
is the next legislative day, as for instance if we should pass such a 
resolution on Saturday that would mean if the Senate sat on Mon- 
day the subject would be taken up on Monday at half past twelve. 

Mr. MITCHELL. That is just what I do mean by the amend- 


ment. 
a HORE But I understand that we are to-day in the session of 
onday. 

Mr. MITCHELL. That is trne. 

Mr. HOAR. Therefore a resolution ordering something to be done 
“to-morrow at half past twelve” means that it shall be done on Tues- 
day at half past twelve, and that time has passed by. The gentle- 
man should say “Wednesday at half past twelve o'clock.” 

Mr. MITCHELL. Iam willing to so modify my amendment. My 
opinion, however, is that “to-morrow” would mean Wednesday, but 
I am willing to sa; 1 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. “To-morrow” has reference to the pend- 
ing 4 day. The Chair thinks the Senator from Massachu- 
setts is correct. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Very well. I will modify the amendment and 

8 

e VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon agreeing to the 
amendment as thus modified. 

Mr. WHYTE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. EATON. Let the amendment be reported 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be reported. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to add at the end of the resolu- 
tion the words: 

And that this resolution be mado the special order for Wednesday, November 
28, at half past twelve o'clock p. m. 

Mr. MITCHELL. That is right. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ING. (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Ransom,] who is detained from 
the Chamber by illness. My colleague [Mr. PLUMB] is unavoidabl 
absent from the city, and is paired with the Senator from Missouri, 
[Mr. ARMSTRONG. ] 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. FERRY.) If the Senator from Michi- 
gan were here, he would vote “ yea” and I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. PADDOCK, (when his name was called.) As I beforestated, I 
am paired with the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. GARLAND.] If he 
were here, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “ yea.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAWES, (after having first voted in the affirmative.) I paired 
for a short time with the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Gorpon.] Ido 
not see him in the Senate Chamber, and I desire to withdraw my 
vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 28 ; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pem- 

lvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Dorsey, Edmunds, 

oar, — Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, Morrill, 
Oglesby, Rollins, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, and Wadleigh—26. 

AYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Illinois, 
Davis of West e Herefi Hill, Jones of Florida, Kernan, 
Lamar, M. M d, McPherson, Merrimon, M n, Patterson, Ran- 
ee „Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Wh: and Withers—28. 
33 8 "Paddock, ‘Plumb? —.— 
Sargent, Sharon, and Windom—19, h 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Will the Senate agree 
to the resolution of the Senator from Ohio? on which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask that the resolution be reported. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from the 
consideration of the credentials of M. C. Butler, of South Carolina. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON, (when Mr. BLAINx's name was called.) I desire to 
say that the Senator from Maine [Mr. BLAINE] is paired with the 
Senator from Oregon, [Mr. GrovER.] The other Senator from Maine 
— HAMLIN] is paired with the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 

ARNUM. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, (when his name was called.) I am paired 
with the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Curistiancy.] If he were 
here, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “yea.” 

Mr. EATON, (when his name was called.) As this is a vote on the 
main question I desire my action to appearon therecord. Therefore I 
state that I am paired with the Senator from California, [Mr. SAR- 
GENT.] If he were present, I should vote for and he would vote 
against the resolution. 

r. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) I am paired upon this 

. with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. RaNsOM. ] If 

e were present, he would vote for the resolution and I should vote 
against it. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, (when his name was called.) Iam paired on this 
question with the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. WinpDoM.] If he 
were present, he would vote “ nay” and I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called) I desire to state that I 
am paired with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] 1 would 
vote yea“ and he would vote “ nay,” if the Senator from Michigan 
were present. 

Mr. INGALLS, (when Mr. PLUMB’S name was called.) My col- 
league [Mr. PLUMB] is unavoidably absent from the Senate and is 
paired with the Senator from Missouri, [Mr, ARMSTRONG.] If he 
were here, he would vote against the resolution and the Senator from 
Missouri would vote in favor of its adoption. 

The roll-call having been concl the result was announced— 
yeas 29, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Ba: Beek, Cockrel ki D 
Virginia, Donnis, Gerisi, Gordon. Barria Hereford, Hin, Jener ef Foci, Ker. 


thony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Ponn- 


N ce, 
sylvania, Cameron of Wi Conkling, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, 
chell, Morrill, 


gent, 


So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. EDMUNDS and Mr. THURMAN addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object to the present consideration of the cre- 
dentials—— 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair holds, then, that the subject 
goes over under the fiftieth rule of the Senate. 
Mr. THURMAN. I move, Mr. President, that the Senate do now 


ourn, -7 
ie EDMUNDS, I believe I have the floor. I wish to su t to 
the Senator who proposes to adjourn until to-morrow that Ido not 
know whether we should meet instantly, if we adjourned now in that 
way, or would not meet until to-morrow, I suppose the Senator 
means that 2 7 75 16 to Wednesday. 

Mr. THUR: . Mr. President, I move that we now adjourn. We 
must be called in the session of Tuesday. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Chair what is the effect if we sim- 
ply recta ae this moment, in point of law? At what time do we 
meet in 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair holds that if the Senate ad- 
journs now it will meet to-morrow at twelve o'clock, 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I move, Mr. President, that the Senate 
op bagi to half past three o’clock, Tuesday. 

r. EDMUNDS. Mr. 8 i move that the Senate adjourn. 
Tam ha py to join with my friend in getting an adjournment once. 

The VICE-P. IDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the Senate do now ba ace 

Mr, EATON. The cugest time will be put first. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion to adjourn is first in order. 

Mr. GORDON. _Is the motion amendable? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion to adjourn is not amenda- 
ble. The motion is that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. GORDON called for the yeas and via 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of e Sabina his name was called.) I am paired 
e Senator from Michigan [Mr. CHRISTIAN c] on all these 
questions. 

Mr. PADDOCK, (when his name was oaned) On this vote I am 
paired with the Senator from ei per (Mr. GARLAND.] I do not 
see him in the Chamber; therefore I will observe the pair. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 26, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 

lvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chat | ukling, Dawes, Dorsey, Edmunds, 

oar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Mitebell, Morrill, 
pa Rollins. ig SR ee EE Teller, leigh—26. 

AYS— Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of West 

1 a Contes. tae grar — ones of Florida, Korean tanes, 

e Walesa Wipe ent Wilke a ee 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. dent, now I renew my motion, if it is 
necessary, that we adjourn to half past three o’clock of Tuesday, the 
27th instant. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I make the point of order that the rules only 

rovide for adjourning over for at least one day, and that it now is 


esday. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senators permit the Chair to 
state his view of this question? The Chair holds that, under the fif- 
tieth rule of the Senate, the subject-matter from which the committee 
has just been discharged must lie over one legislative day. He thinks 
this legislative day can be terminated only by an adjournment of the 
Senate. The rules of the Senate provide that the next legislative 
day shall in to-morrow at twelve o’clock. That is the opinion of 
the Chair. Of course he is subject to the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to understand the Chair. Does he hold 
that if we edjourn to half past three o’clock to-day, or any other 
hour to-day, that will not put an end to the session of Monday? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. THURMAN. Weare now in the ray goose session of Monday. 
Do I understand the Chair to say that, if we adjourn to half 
three or four or any other hour to-day, that will not put an end to 
the legislative session of Monday? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. THURMAN. With great respect for the Chair I must 

Mr. CONOVER. I was going to ask the Senator to withdraw his 
motion that I may make a motion to proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. I make that motion, Mr. President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Ohio yield the 
floor to that motion? 

Mr. THURMAN. I should like to have the sense of the Senate on 
the point. I entertain very seriously, with t respect for the bet- 
ter knowledge of the Chair, a different opinion, and in order that the 


Senate—— > 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair knows not what the practice 
of the Senate may be in such case. He is governed by analogous 
practice in other bodies, and would be glad to hear the Senator from 
Ohio and other Senators on the question. 

Mr. THURMAN, I should be glad if the Chair would submit that 
question to the Senate or make a ruling so that I could take an ap- 
peal, whichever‘is most ble to the Chair. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. ident, I should like to know what ques- 
tion, under the suggestion of the Senator from Ohio, the Chair would 
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or could submit to the Senate. It would not, I think, be the question 
formulated by the Senator from Ohio, because the of the Senate 
‘would as I understand it exclude that question. The Senator from 
Ohio, if I understand him, suggests that a motion now to adjourn until 
another hour to-day would terminate this Jegislative day. The Chair 
expressed an opposite opinion and exp it with some abstinence. 
It seems to me that there can be no doubt of the correctness of the 
Chair’s opinion in that regard. How can it be that a motion to-day 
to adjourn to another hour to-day can terminate this legislative ry 80 

But I rose to call the attention of the Senator from Ohio and of the 
Chair to the fact that under the forty-third rule of the Senate that 
motion would not be in order. Regardless of what its effect might 
be, the motion itself would not be in order. 

When a question is pending no motion shall be received but 

Toate ton day certain, or that, when the Senate adjourn, it shall be toa 

o 
day certain. 

And now I submit with some confidence to the Chair that before 
you reach the inquiry of the effect of such a motion if it could be 
made, you encounter the difficulty that the rule does not permit the 
motion to be made at all. To illustrate—it cannot be in order under 
this rule at twelve o’clock when the Senate convenes on any day 
for a Senator to submit a motion that the Senate now adjourn till 
four o’clock of the same day. The rule says, “that a motion may be 
made to sojourn. Under the standing orders of the Senate that 
carries the Senate over to twelve o’clock the next day.” The rule 
further says that you may move to adjourn to a day certain, but I 
submit that does not mean to adjourn to an hour certain of the 
same day. Another rule provides for that by tolerating a motion for 
a recess. A motion applicable to a different hour of the same day 
is by the rules a motion for a recess. That the Senator does not 
make; but he says “I move to-day to adjourn to another hour to- 
day.” Ithink the motion is not in order and it seems to me most 
manifest if it were in order that the Chair has stated exactly the 
effect when he says that that motion cannot terminate the legisla- 
tive day, being a motion which itself defines the time when it is to 
operate within the legislative day. 

The VICE-PRESID The Chair would state that the principle 
which controls him in his opinion is, that the motion of the Senator 
from Ohio violates a standing rule of the Senate which fixes the hour 
of twelve o’clock for the regular meeting of the Senate. 

Mr. EATON. I was about to su t, differing as Ido from the 
Senator from New York, and with great diffidence, that a slight 
change in the motion of the Senator from Ohio would relieve him 
and the Chair and the Senate from any and all difficulties. This is 
Monday; it is not Tuesday; it is the legislative day of Monday; and 
if the motion is to adjourn until Tuesday, the 27th, at half past three 
or four o’clock, it becomes an adjournment for a day. is my 
view of the law, and Ihave no doubt about it. 


To adjourn to a day certain. 
This is the legislative day of Monday; it is Monday now, so far 


as this Senate is concerned—so far as this legislative day is concerned; 
and if the motion were to adjourn to the legislative day of the 27th, 


if that be the day of the month, then the question would be entirely 
clear in my judgment. 
The Senator from New York suggests that there is an invariable 


rule of the Senate, which is, that it shall adjourn until twelve o’clock 
of a certain day. This is one of the occasions upou which that rule 
becomes utterly impossible. It is not imperative; it is a rule that 
cannot be enforced, because the hour of the day for Tuesday has 
passed, although we are in session upon that day for Monday. Ihave 
no doubt on the subject myself, and I do not propose to discuss what 
the effect will be, and where we shall be when we 3 the legis- 
lative session of to-morrow. That is entirely ano matter. t 
that matter take care of itself. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I rise to a question of order. That is, 
that the Chair cannot now submit to the Senate or now rule what 
will be the proper order of business when the Senate meets on a future 
day or at a future hour of the same day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator does not understand the 
Chair as having made a ruling of that kind? 

Mr. HOAR. I do not understand that the Chair has made aruling, 
but I understand that the Senator from Ohio has requested the Chair 
to submit to the Senate that question. The Chair having simply 
expressed for information, as was proper and usual, his opinion of 
what would be the order of business at a certain time, is Basa of 
order is that the request of the honorable Senator from Ohio to the 
Chair to submit that 3 to the Senate is out of time now; that 
a discussion of that kind on the question that is about to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate is out of time now. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, the hour of meeting is fixed by an 
8 order adopted on the first day of the session, which pro- 
vides: 


Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the Senate be twelve o'clock 
meridian, until otherwise ordered. 

The Senate is about to propose to order half past three o’clock of 
Tuesday for the meeting of to-morrow. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr, President, if my friend from Maryland were 
correct in his proposition, then the new order of the Senate “ other- 


wise” must lie over for a day ; and if that isthe nature of the propo- 
sition I insist that it shall. The whole matter, perhaps, had better 
be disposed of in the way suggested by the Senator from Ohio, be- 
cause there seems to be a special fitness that some new rule or old 
one violated should terminate this affair so as to have it entirely in 
keeping. But still 1 think it better to stick to the law and I will 
submit to my friend from Ohio and to his candid consideration that 
we now know not merely with our physical eyes, but we are bound 
to know it, the Chair is bound to know it as a matter of parliamen- 
tary law, that it is after twelve o’clock of Tuesday by the calendar, 
and Monday’s session has lasted by twelve o’clock 8 at which 
hour the Senate by its orders would have met on Tuesday, if it met 
at all, there being no preceding order to that time for a change, even 
if it could be made without a day’s notice; and so the | ive 
day of Tuesday has lost its existence. Consequently I submit the 
only thing to do is to take a recess for the rest of this legislative 
day, if anybody wants to do it, until Wednesday—bnt of course that 
does not get us ahead any—or else to adjourn. 

Mr. GORDON. May I ask the Senator a question? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, with pleasure. 

Mr. GORDON. Suppose the Senator from Vermont had proposed 
yesterday at four o’clock in the afternoon that when the Senate ad- 
qon it adjourn to meet at five o’clock on Tuesday and the Senate 

voted for the motion and this debate had continued until three 
o'clock to-day, and this motion had then been made to ourn, 
would not the effect be to bring us into a new legislative session at 
five o'clock to-day ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is very possible. If before the time when 
Tuesday’s daily meeting must begin by the rules and the orders, 
until they are e , the Senate has fixed another hour for the 
meeting of the then next calendar day, I should think that result would 
follow most certainly; but the difficulty is that we have now, with- 
out any order of the Senate, passed the period at which it is possible 
to have a legislative Tuesday; it is lost because, by the standing 
orders of the Senate, the Tuesday’s meeting must have been at twelve 
o’clock, which has gone by as the Chair says, and I think this is the 
first time anybody ever maintained the proposition that is now sug- 
8 upon that point. I certainly never heard the point 0 

ore. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the more I think of this, the more 
I am satisfied in my own mind that my first impression was correct. 
We have again and again and again, notwithstanding the rule pro- 
viding that the Senate shall meet at twelve o’clock, adjourned to meet 
at an earlier hour; we have again and again adjourned to meet at 
eleven o’clock, at ten o’clock—— 

. ANTHONY. By unanimous consent, as we suspend any rule. 

Mr. THURMAN. I donot know of any unanimous consent about it. 

3 G. Always, on the motion of the Appropriation Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. THURMAN. I cannot recall that it was always by unanimous 
consent. Undoubtedly unanimous consent would do it, but I know 
we have done that again and again. Now what says the Forty-third 

8: 


een ee 8 pending wo rere oll Be reentves =r 
ne: ring 
To adjourn to a day certain or that when the Senate adjourn it shall be to a day 


We must remember all the time that we are in legislative parlance 
and contemplation in Monday. This in legislative parlance is Mon- 
day, and not Tuesday ; and therefore it is perfectly competent to move 
to adjourn to Tuesday or Wednesday or Thursday ; and it is perfectly 
competent to move to adjourn, as I think, to any particular hour of 
any particular day. I might move ta adjourn to ten o’clock Wednes- 
day or ten o’clock Thursday or eleven o’clock Friday, for the same 
reason that I now make that motion. I can move to adjourn to half 
past three o’clock on Tuesday, the 27th day of November. That was 
my motion. I donot understand the point made by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that I am too late in asking the Chair to submit the 
question to the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. Too early, not too late. 

Mr. THURMAN. I thought he said too late. I do not understand 
what objection there is to the Chair submitting a question at any 


time. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will permit me, I will state what my 
point was. I understood that the Chair in answer to an inquiry—a 
very proper inquiry—very properly replied that, in his judgment, 
a certain order of business would be appropriate when we met after 
the adjournment, and that it was that question that the honorable 
Senator from Ohio desired the Chair to submit to the Senate, and it 
was to that question that some of the first remarks in this discussion 
were addressed. My point was that the Chair could not now, under 
the rule which authorizes him ‘to submit ee to the Seuate, 
submit what would be the proper order of business on a future day. 
That was my proposition. 

Mr. THUR I did not ask the Chair to do that. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Massachusetts is 
waon Soper The Senator from Ohio asked no such opinion of 
the Chair. 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly not. 
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Mr. HOAR. Then I was mistaken; but that was the proposition 
which I stated at 


any rate. 

Mr. THURMAN, Ar. President, I am so diffident of my own opin- 
ion upon Ve 8 of rules 

Mr. HO The Senator from Ohio will permit me further to say 
in justification of myself, that my understanding, as I am informed 
by expressions in a low tone from some of the Senators near me, was 
the understanding of other Senators whosit near me. Iam not alone. 

Mr. THURMAN. I have no doubt of that. It was a mistake. 

Mr. President, as I was saying, I am so diffident in my own 

inion on a question of rules, against the better judgment of the 
Chair, that Iam willing to withdraw this motion and make another, 
which I will make, and which I believe will be in order, although, 
under the ruling of the Chair, it cannot be considered Nn still I 
think it is in order; at all events I will make it, andif there is objec- 
tion as to its being out of order, we shall have the decision of the 
Chair upon it. I move that Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, be sworn 
as a Senator from that State. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That matter has gone over until to-morrow by 
the objection that I made before. 

Mr. THURMAN. The motion goes over; but I can make the motion 


to-day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That matter is not before the Senate now. It 
has gone over, on the disch of the committee, until to-morrow, 
and you cannot make the motion to-day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair holds that the whole snbject- 
matter has gone over on the discharge of the committee. A subject- 
eo Tp a BEAN GRUPOS THERE SETH SMS TTD It OI TS 

over. 

Mr. THURMAN. Does the Chair decide whether or not the mo- 
tion I submit is in or out of order now! I do not ask that it be taken 
up now. I that it over, but I now make the motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks the Senator may enter 
his motion subject to the decision of the Senate to-morrow when it 


is called u 

fi. EATON. Let it be understood as entered, then. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair rules that the Senator may 
enter that motion simply in the nature of notice. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then, Mr. President, as I happen to be on my 
feet, and before I move to adjourn, I give notice, by request, as the 
saying is, not being responsible for it myself, that immediately after 
the reading of the Journal to-morrow, the highest matter of privi- 
lege, op the report of the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
touching the credentials of Mr. Kellogg, will be moved. Now, Mr. 
erwin I move that the Senate adjourn. Weare all satisfied now, 

ieve. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let us have an executive session. 

Mr. EDMUNDS and others. Oh, no. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let us have an executive session. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I insist on my motion to adjourn. It is cruelty 
to eg 5 here any longer. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Itis moved that the Senate adjourn. 

405 motion was not agreed to; there being on a division —ayes 27, 


noes 29. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nago wero ordered. z 

Mr. GORDON. y I ask a question for information? I should 
like to know from the Chair whether, if this executive session shall 
be ordered by the Senate, we can proceed to consider reports made 
to the last executive session? 
Wines VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will answer that in executive 

on. A 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, (when his name was called.) I am paired 
with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. CHRISTIANCY.] 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced 
yeas 28, nays 27; as follows: * 


YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Zapa, Beck, Chaffee, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis 
Ea Gordon, 


of West Virginia, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, 
ernan, Lamar M , Mc McPherson, Morgan, Randolph, Saulsbury, 
Thurman, V. Whyte, and Withers—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. n, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
sy Camoron of W; sin, g. Dawes, Dorsey, nds, Hoar, Howe, 
ones of Nevada, Kirkwood. McMillan, Matthews, tehell, Morrill, Oglesby, 
Paddock, Patterson, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, and Wadleigh—27. 
A \—Mesars. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Chris Davis of Illinois, 


Ferry, Garland, Grover, Hamlin, Ingalls, Johnston, Maxey, 
A Sargent, Sharon, and Windom—18. 112 =f 


So the motion of Mr. THURMAN was to. 

Mr. WITHERS. Before poing into executive session, I ask that 
the doors be considered open that I may present some papers for 

reference to the Committee on Claims. 
` Mr. EDMUNDS. We cannot understand what business is being 
done. Let the order of the Senate be executed. 

Mr. BAILEY. I ask leave to make a report from a committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont objects. The 
Chair will suggest to the Senator that it had better be deferred until 
to-morrow, when it can be reported in open session. 

Mr. BAILEY. Very well. 


errrimon, Plumb, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter of the Sec- 
= of the Treasury in relation to a judgment rendered by the Court 
of Claims in favor of Elijah 8. Alvord, t; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
After thirty-five minutes spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened; and (at four o'clock p. m., Tuesday, November 27) the 
Senate adjourned until to-morrow, (Wednesday, November 28.) 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, November 27, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, 
Rev. W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and approved. 


REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT. 


Mr. MORRISON. I ask unanimous consent of the House for a few 
minutes in which to make some remarks upon the currency questiou 
that I desired to make the other day, but was prevented from doing 
so by the operation of the previous question. 

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I ask leave to have printed in the RECORD some 
remarks upon that subject. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that such leave has already 
been given by the House to all members who may desire to avail them- 
selves of it. The Chair thinks that the proper interpretation of that 
leave would allow speeches on this subject to be handed in for print- 
17 5 the RECORD at any time before the close of this extra session. 

r. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, during the progress and near the 
close of the debate on Friday last, I desired to submit some remarks 
upon the bill then under consideration to repeal part of the third 
section of the resumption act. In the t anxiety for a vote anda 
“record” on the question, I failed to obtain the floor for that pur- 
pae and I ask the pinyin ea the House now that I may say what 

would have said then. is question of currency and moncy is 
centuries old, and has hardly been finally settled by the action of 
this House in this short session. The question is temporarily in the 
Senate, but it will be here again, and speedilytoo. For the purposes 
of discussion and right determination I trust it may be considered, 
not inappropriately, as still pending here., I have sought the atten- 
tion of the House not to discuss the general principles of the subject 
under consideration, but to state as briefly as I may what I under- 
stand to be Loy tee by the pending bill, (now in the Senate ;) what 
it repeals and leaves unrepealed; what changes it makes in the re- 
sumption law. Should this bill become the law, what is our paper 
currency to be and how issned? By the General Government or by 
national banks? And what provision, if any, does it contain for 
making all paper currency, whether issued or to be issued by the 
banks or Py the Government, convertible into coin ? 

The bill leaves the volume or amount of Government legal-tender 
notes at $354,490,892, and repeals all provision for their redemption or 
for making them convertible into coin at any time, however remote. 
It leaves unrepealed so much of the resumption act as authorizes 
what is called free banking. The only remaining restriction npon 
unlimited banking is the amount of the bonded debt and the amount 
of thereserve or redemption fund iy bene which may bein legal-ten- 
der notes, both ample for a national-bank circulation of $1,500,000,000. 

Limited even by the rules and principles of prudent and safe bank- 
ing, requiring a reserve or redemption fund equal to not more than 
one-third the amount of circulation, the bonds for security and 5 505 
tenders for reserve are sufficient for a bank: note circulation ex g 
$1,000,000,000; but a banking system so limited would keep the legal- 
tender notes locked up in the banks or the Treasury for a redemption 
fund. So, then, the effect of the bill is to authorize national banks to 
issue all the papet currency hereafter to be issued which may amount 
to a thousaud or fifteen hundred millions of dollars, as the interests 
of the owners of bonds may dictate. What they will issue will be 
measured of course by what can be profitably issued. If the friends 
of the pending bill are correct in their assertions as to the demand 
which exists for currency and the profits ot nutional banking, then 
we may expect the largest issue authorized, for the bill removes all 
threats of resumption and relieves the banks from all obligation to 
redeem their notes, otherwise than in the notes of the Governmen 
which the Government itself refuses to accept for half its dues an 
will not redeem. 

In this bill all provision for their redemption or for making them 
convertible into coin, as promised on their face, is repealed. 

This I believe is a correct statement of the provisions and effect of 
the bill and of what the law will be when the bill is passed. If it is 
incorrect some one will oblige me by pointing out wherein the state- 
ment of any part of it is not exactly true. 

I desire to call the attention of our democratic friends from Ohio 
and from all the West who favor this bill and call it a repeal of the 


1877. CONGRESSIONAL 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


resumption act to the declaration of 
the Ohio democracy on this subject, w 
We demand the 


8 so recently made by 


ch says: 


ve ever had. * 


I call attention to this because the declarations here madeembrace, 
in apt and concise terms, the creed of all who demand a repeal of the 
“ resumption clause” as a hinderance to resumption, and whose 
resentatives offer no other clause or provision of law on this subject, 
lest that, too, may prove a hinderance ; the creed of all who “ favor 
a paper currency only which shall be of equal value with and con- 
vertible into coin, but whose representatives make haste to undo the 
only provision of law which exists for the accomplishment of that 
purpose, replacing it with none better or worse, nor indeed any at 
all; and it is the creed of all who favor, in their platform of prin- 
ciples, their speeches, and declarations, the issue, by the Government, 
not by the banks, of all paper currency, but whose representatives, 
when they come to put their creed into the form of law, as the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency have done in this bill, strangely 
enough authorize the national banks, and not the Government, to 
issue all the paper currency to be issued. 

Now, sir, this bill is not the repeal of the resumption act, nor of 
the third section of the resumption act. It does not favor the issue 
by the General Government alone of all circulating medium, whether 

aper or metallic, to be always of equal tender and interconvertible. 
on the contrary, as I have shown, it does favor the issue by the na- 
tional banks alone of all paper currency to be issued; none can be 
issued by the General Government. 

After all the denunciation of the national banks which we have 
heard here, they alone are allowed to issue currency and there are to 
be 8 issues of “the greenback as the best paper- money we have 
ever Á 

The bill retains the present volume of backs for convenient 
and cheap reseryes to encourage national banking, and it specially 
takes away all provision for making the circulation to be issued by 
them “interconvertible” with coin. 

Mr. Speaker, there is much of misapprehension and more of mis- 
statement resulting from the fact that every proposed change or 
modification of the resumption act, and especially the change proposed 
by this bill, is called a repeal of the resumption act, and is assumed, 
contrary to the fact, to be in some way hurtful to the interests of the 
national-bond holder and the national banker. There is a line of 7 
ment, with a portion of the press supporting it, which implies that 
whoever insists that any repeal of the resumption act shall contain 
some provision ed inate ye for resumption at some time, whether 
the time be specially named or not, must be in some way in concert, 
if not in collusion, with the bankers and creditors of the Government 
to subserve theirinterests. If this line of argument is intended only 
as censuring the pernicious and despoiling legislation by which these 
interests have been favored at the expense of the people, I make no 
objection to it. Never having voted for any of this legislation I am 
not called upon to defend it. If it isseriously intended to imply that 
whoever opposes this bill is helping either of these interests, then 
such argument is only employed by those wholly ignorant of the sub- 
ject they attempt to discuss; „ however or in whatever money 
other people may pay or be paid, payment to the national-bond holder 
is peek te and provided forin coin. He is to be paid in no other or 
different money, whether this bill becomes a law or not. 

And more, his bond, already at a premium, receives additional value 
when this bill becomes law, because it facilitates and encourages 
banking, authorizes the banks to issue all pepe money to be issued, 
and increases the demand for bonds for banking purposes. 

- The national banker, too, is aided by it in its removal of the threat 
of renio pnan or obligation to resume in January, 1879, or practically 
at any other time, since the only remaining obligation to redeem is 
in United States notes, themselves irredeemable. 

Now, sir, it seems to be admitted by all, except perhaps the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Ew1NG, ] that resumption is a desirable thing 
at some time; that, as our Ohio democratic friends express it, all 
steele medium, whether paper or metallic,” should be intercon- 
vertible. 

Ihe law as it stands makes provision for that interconvertibility 
and resumption. It is said it is not the mode justified by the public 
oer Then there must be another and a better one. What is it? 

is bill provides no mode at all. If the day is too early let us fix 
alater one. If we cannot make it certain let us at least put our- 
selves in the way of preparation for the end which professedly we 
all seek to attain. 

It will not do. We shall not be justified by 8 this a 
bad law for no better reason than the fact of its having been enacted 
by a republican Congress, unless we put one more in accord with the 
public interest in its place. It will not do to say a part of our peo- 
ple who have accumulated capital will be benefited because of the 
enactment of laws in the public interest; therefore, we will pass no 
laws in the public interest. Sir, it is as unjust and reprehensible to 
legislate inst as for any one part or class of men. The true 
friends of the poor never attempt such legislation. Their protection 
is only to be found in laws bearing equally and upon all alike, 


in the race for class legislation and special privileges the 


victory is always against the poor and for their oppressors. Insta- 
bility and uncertainty in currency and money, measures of values. 
and medium of 3 always favor capital. The distance be- 
tween the very rich and the yay poor never grew so fast as when 
our currency was most depreciated and most subject to fluctuations, 
Stability and certainty in money are the safeguards of the poor, the 
un and unsuspecting. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nc] has told us 
that the people confine their attention and interest to one great 
question until it is thoroughly settled. x 

Well, sir, this bill settles nothing. It nes, evades, and avoids 
the very question involved. It will not long be postponed. It will 
be settled; but to be settled it must be settled right. This bill seeks 
but to undo. It is a virtual confession of incompetency to do more 
with the subject under consideration than to complain of our polit- 
ical opponents for not doing the best that may be done while we do 
nothing ourselves. The bill actually under consideration is that of 
my colleague, [Mr. Fort, I which the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency accept and the majority here will adopt, and which the chair- 
man [Mr. BUCKNER] assures us is in its p and effect identical 
with the bill of the committee. This, he tells us, “is simply a repeal 
of the third section of this act,” though the bill accepted does not, 
nor is it intended to, repeal the banking clause of the third section 
of the resumption act. 

Finance does not seem to be one of the exact sciences, and this may 
account for the many strange things which are apparently insepara- 
ble from all our financial legislation. Among the noticeable features 
connected with the measure under consideration are the reasons as- 
signed why the committee put so much, and why it failed to put so 
much more, into the pending bill. 

The national banks, says the chairman of the committee, are “ with- 
out the least cash-paying capacity ;” are “ founded upon promises to 
pay of the Government ;” theirexistence “is full of peril tothe purity 
of legislation and an unbearable burden upon the productive indus- 
tries of the . * „ both the original bill and the sub- 
stitute recognize the existence of this gigantie combination of organ- 
ized credit and money power, and 9 it additional time to strengthen 
its hold upon the country; and both “will leave the banks un- 
harmed and intact, with the same nant to organize new banks as is 
now authorized by law. Banking will remain free as now, to any four 
individuals who can get together $50,000 in United States bonds ;” 
if he “desired to cripple or destroy these institutions,” “if it shall 
be determined to bring the banks before the bar of public opinion,” 
their friends “shall have due notice.” 

The gentleman from Ohio inveighed against the money power, 
which, he says, “ subsidizes the press, captures statesmen and parties, 
and makes them its subservient tools.” Of this bill, to repeal so 
much of the third section of the resumption law as does not affect 
the national banks, he says: 


I wish it to be understood as no connection with the 


having nestion whether 
the system of free banking established by the resumption law s! 


stand or fall. 


When it shall have been acted upon ey the House, it will be for Oone saaa 
termine whether the sovereign prerogative of furnishing the money of tho people 
shall be exercised by the Government alone or divided with private corporations. 


Ido not wish to confound two wholl 
us and the other not. 

So the Committee on Banking and Currency have determined that 
“the sovereign prerogative of furnishing the money of the people” 
is divided by the Government with PETES corporations as to „past 
issues, but as to all future issues the “sovereign prerogative” re- 
mains alone with “private corporations ”—the national banks. 

The law which authorizes free banking is not only part of the sub- 
ject under consideration, which is the resumption act, but part of 
the third section of the resumption act, the only part of the section 
which the Committee on Banking and Currency does not pro to 
repeal in the pending bill. Yet the advocates of the bill would per- 
suade us that the exercise of the “sovereign prerogative of furnish- 
ing the money of the people,” and questions involved in determining 
the quantity and quality of that money, constitute no part of the 
subject-matter of a bill to amend the resumption act. hile no one 
questions the purposes of the committee or any member of it in pre- 
senting this bill, the reasons stated for presenting it in its present 
shape are not quite satisfactory. We are promised resumption with- 
out legislation when the condition of the country will justify it. 
rane ey is to come to the country like Topsy, who “never was 
born” but “just growed.” While so much is promised by the chair- 
man of the committee, its estimate of the magnitude of an increased 
and ever-increasing volume of currency, of the proportionally large 
amount of coin required for a coin basis, and of the amount of cur- 
rency actually required for the business transactions of a prosperous 
people, makes resumption, or a currency based on coin, impossible; 
and therefore its members logically build their money structure in 
entire disregard of such basis. They build with the national banks, 
“with,” says the chairman, “no support but credit, no power or 
ability to meet their obligations in cash now or hereafter, and living 
from day to day on their own promises to pay and the debts they 
owe to depositors.” Upon such foundation the authors of this bill 
now rest their financial structure. When this structure falls, as, rest- 
ing on such support, it must, its authors will be justly entiiled to 
and no doubt will achieve the renown which belongs to wreckers” 
who builded wiser than they knew. 


y separate questions, one of which is before 
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The coined product of our mines for forty years, we are told, would 
be insuflicient for a coin basis, and hence to attempt such a basis is 
to make ourselyes dependent upon the money power of Europe, to 
avoid which we are left to the tender care of our own money power 
to furnish us with money in quantities dictated by its interests with 
all restrictions as to quality removed. Why so much fear of one 
money power and so little of the other? Are they not all kin? Why, 
Mr. Speaker, the “money power” has no further occasion to subsidize 
the press, to capture statesmen or ies and make them its subser- 
vient tools, now that those of the people’s Representatives, who 
arrogate to themselves the title of the people's only faithful Repre- 
sentatives, rush on in their clumsy, mistaken zeal to undo and remove 
the safeguards imposed in the public interest on that same money 
power. Sir, if the only faithful Representatives of the people make 
such haste in relieving the capital from restrictions in the exercise 
of its control over the currency, values, and property of the people 
when its issues amount to $300,000,000, who shall protect the people 
28 it when its issues have grown to fifteen hundred millions of 

e “peoples money?” 

It is said that the reduction of the effective volume of the currency 
by which values are m causes a ratable reduction, while an 
increase in the volume of currency causes a corresponding increase 
in values and prices. The gentleman from Ohio has pictured, with 
all his ingenuity of statement, the losses and consequent miseries re- 
sulting from changes of values; yet it does not seem to have occurred 
to him or other 5 of this bill that the capital of the coun 
may possess itself of our property, homes, and houses at present val- 
ues, and then, under the provisions of the bill, may double the cur- 
rency and the values of the ho homes, and property as well, and 
pay for them by the return of one-half, Doubtless we shall be told 
that all this will be regulated by legal-tender notes; but what is to 
re; te the legal-tender notes? 

we have grown away from the effects of the war and toward 
the ability to meet our obligations, and haye renewed our promises, 
re enforcing them with something of preparation to make the Goy- 
ernment note convertible into-coin, it has continued to grow in value. 
When, as proposed by this bill, the time it shall be convertible 
is indefinitely postponed and the banks are left with unrestrained 
wer to increase their notes, as good as and convertible into it, from 
$300,000,000 to $1,500,000,000, who will undertake to fix what its 
value in the future may be? 

Tested by the principles of any rational financial system, this bill 
isa failure. Tested by the demands, hopes, and aspirations of yon- 
der great people in the West, to which professedly it is a response, it 
is something worse than a failure, 

Mr. 8 er, a statement made by the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. BUCKNER] in his remarks on this bill as to the amount of ‘the 
actual debt yet to be paid in gold” suggests a matter to which I 
desire to call attention. The bonded debt of the Government is pay- 
able in coin; none of it is specially made payable in gold in the bond. 
It will be remembered that the bill making the silver dollar a legal 
tender “for all debts and dues, public and private, except where 
otherwise provided by contract,” was under a suspension of the 
rules, affording no opportunity for consideration by the House; 
though it was understood, and so given out to the press, that the bill 
was identical in terms with one considered and agreed upon by the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. It is, and was, a matter 
worthy the careful consideration of the committee and of the House, 
whether our bonded debt, or pe of it, comes within the excep- 
tion of the bill to be paid in gold, as indicated by the statement of 
the gentleman from Missouri. 

It will be remembered that one of the pretexts for the act of March, 
1869, was that, though the 5.20 bonds on their face were payable in 
lawful money, the syndicate or certain agents for the sale of bonds 
had “otherwise provided by contract.” I trust no room has been 
left by the Committee on Banking and Currency in the silver bill for 
construction by the syndicate or other agents of the Treasury De- 
partment, or by the Department itself, through which capitalists in 
their selfish greed may obtain further advantage to the public injury. 
Why was it not nominated in the silver bill if the bonded debt of the 
Government, or any part of it, will still be payable in gold only under 
its provisions? It was a question to be settled, and not left to con- 
struction. If the bonded debt of the Government, which is under- 
stood to be Bema in coin, is actually payable in gold coin only, 
whether the silver bill becomes the law or not, why was it not so set- 
tled in the bill, and not left to construction in the phrase “otherwise 
provided by contract ?” 

Mr. Speaker, we are now happily away from the political ills 
which following upon civil war so long afilicted and depressed one 
section of thecountry. Whether from these ills because of a 
wise statesmanship, or of mistake, or of accident, or of something 
worse, the time for inquiry is not now, the place is not here. In my 
opinion, whatever that may be worth, it is now our highest and first 
duty to get away from the material effects which, following upon civil 
war, still remain to afflict and oppress the country in all sections. 

Chief among these is the currency or money system resulting from 
the necessities or Sipposen necessities of civil strife; a system op- 
posed in its inception by all the first minds of the democratic party 


whose representatives are now here to-day demanding its indetinite 
continuance as a fixed policy. 


It is not in accord with the system of advanced commercial 
nations, and is condemned alike by the wisdom of the best builders 
ol our own Republic and theexperience of other countries. Henceitis 
that I cannot yote for any bill spon this subject which does not make 
some preparation or provision for resumption and for a currency on 
a coin basis at some time. 


REPORT OF MONETARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. SINGLETON. Iam instructed by the Committee on Printing 
to report back with a substitute the resolution which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Vishal GRUS BARNAT AAA 

ni mon comm? 0 under resolution o * 

15, 1876, be printed . as 
The substitute reported from the committee was as follows: 
Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House 10,000 copies, in 

1 form, of the re of the United States monetary commission created 

jority and the minority reporta, together with the special reporta of said commis 

tion and containing in all two hundred and ten printed pages octavo. 

The goanian was upon agreeing to the substitute. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLE- 
TON] to allow a vote to be taken upon an amendment providing that 
these extra copies be bound in cloth. This is quite a large volume, 
and if bound in paper will be almost entirely useless for preservation 
and reference. 

Mr. SINGLETON. We do not propose to have printed everything 
connected with this matter; simply the reports of the monetary com- 
mission with the accompanying documents. The correspondence re- 
lating to the subject is not to be published with the reports. We have 
examined this matter carefully, and find that to publish the whole of 
the testimony and correspondence and bind the volumes in cloth 
would involve a very great expense—not less than $5,000. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Will this include the testimony? It seems to 
me that the testimony in many respects is the most important part 
of. the work, and I hope we will not leave out the testimony. We 
get there a vast mass of facts and the opinions of a large number of 

ple, which it seems to me should be printed. It will make very 
ittle difference indeed in the cost of the work. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I assure gentlemen it will make a very consid- 
erable difference. 

Mr, BLAND. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] suggests 
the printing of the testimony. Allow me to say that the testimony 
of the witnesses has not yet all been printed; I do not know that it 
is all ready for the printer. The whole report will be in two volumes. 
The first volume is now out in bound form, containing the reports, 
Co., and the second volume not yet ready for the printer will con- 
tain the testimony. It will be time r to determine about print- 
ing the volume of testimony when it is all ready for the printer. As I 
understand it this resolution simply provides for the printing of the 
reports of the commission with the special report, and it will bea 
very small yolume, I believe the Senate has already ordered 10,000 
copies for its own use. 

. SAYLER. Is it the intention when the entire testimony has 
been prepared to have it printed? I certainly agree with my col- 
league over the way [Mr. GARFIELD] that the testimony—I will not 
say that it is as valuable as the report—but I will say that in many 
respects it will be very important to the House and to the country to 
have the testimony. 

Mr. BLAND. In answer to that I will say that of course the tes- 
timony will be printed and will be contained in the second volume 
not yet ouf. At the last session the Honse ordered 3,500 copies to be 
printed. This work will be in two volumes, the second containing 
the testimony. Each member of the House will be entitled to abont 
eleven copies. Ifanymore copies are desired the House can order them 
hereafter. As I understand it this resolution is simply to print the 
reports of the commission and the special reports. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
3 [Mr. SINGLETON] that this resolution should be a concur- 
rent resolution. This House has not the power of itself to involve 
the Government in the expense of printing any document. This re- 
rt comes from a joint commission. It has been stated that the 
misg has ordered the printing of a large number of copies for them- 
selves. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Ihave not examined the rules particularly, but 
I did not suppose it was necessary to have a concurrent resolution. 
We are simply saking now to have 10,000 extra copies printed, alone 
for the use of this House, of a document which has already been or- 
dered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Itis true that the cost of this oe will come 
out of an appropriation already made by law. The Chair merely 
made the suggestion. 

Mr. SINGLETON. There isa great demand for these majority and 
minority reports and the accompanying documents. In view of this 
demand it does not seem expedient to delay the whole matter until 
all the testimony shall be prepared for publication. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let one volume be published with the testimony 
already in; and when the remainder comes in, let that be published 
in the same form. : 

Mr. SINGLETON. To print the part of the testimony already in 


1877. 
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and publish the remainder afterward would cost much more than to 
publish all the testimony together. 

Mr. BANKS. This is a matter involving the interests not only of 
our people and our Government, but of other governments. It is a 

nestion perhaps as important as any that can be presented; and if 
the reports are to be printed I think the evidence upon which they 
are based should accompany them. Without the evidence the docu- 
ment will be very imperfect. I would much rather reduce by one- 
half the number of copies ordered than have the reports printed 
without the testimony, unless they are to be printed in this form as 
an additional document for general circulation while the two Houses 
are to be provided with a sufficient number of the reports with the 
testimony apon which they are based. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I have no doubt that there will be printed 
hereafter an additional number—perhaps a very large number—of the 
reports with all the testimony; but the document cannot be printed 
in that form at present, because the testimony is not all in. 

Mr. BANKS. Then let us have what there is. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct the Clerk to read a para- 
graph from the Revised Statutes relating to this subject. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

All propositions in either House of Congress printing e: es - 
menta, the cost of which exceeds $500, shall de d 3 — 
shall, upon its n from either Fon: immediately referred to the 
Committee on Printing of the House to which it is sent. 

Mr. SINGLETON. There is a letter from the Public Printer stat- 
ing the cost. If it exceeds $500, I presume a concurrent resolution 
would be necessary. 

Mr. BANKS. I think that this printing shonld be ordered by a 
concurrent resolution, as the gentleman from Mississippi sug, 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk has just read the provision of law re- 
quiring that all extra copies of documents, the printing of which 
costs more than $500, must be ordered by concurrent resolution. The 
Chair will now have read a telegram from the Government Printing 
Office, which has just been sent to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Wasnmorox, D. C., November 15, 1877. 
[From Government Printing Office.) 
To CHARLES J. WIMER, 
Clerk Printing Committee: 
Ten thousand copies of the report of the me eee ne 
Chief Clerk. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair now suggests to the gentleman from 
Mississippi to make this a concurrent resolution. 
Mr. SINGLETON. Very well, sir; I will ask leave to withdraw 


the report. 

The SPEAKER. That is not necessary. The Clerk can modify 
the form of the resolution. 

Mr. BLAND. I would inquire whether the House has not the same 
right to order the printing of extra copies as the Senate has. 

The SPEAKER. It has; but if the Senate has violated the law, 
there is no occasion for the House to do so also. The Senate has 
clearly violated the law, if it has ordered extra copies of this report 
at an expense exceeding $500. 

Mr. BLAND. Ido not know that the Senate has violated the law, 
but I understand that body has ordered the printing of 10,000 copies 
The SPEAKER, The Cha 1l th he 

e e ir will say, with great respect to t! - 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. BLAND, I that the law is very explicit cil 
this subject. 

Mr. SINGLETON. There is no donbt that the Senate has ordered. 
the 82 of 10,000 copies of this document, and I do not think it 
has n done under a concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER. No concurrent resolution of that character has 
come to the House from the Senate ; therefore, the Chair thinks that it 
has been done, if at all, by a Senate resolution, 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will ask to have the resolution modified, so 
as to be a concurrent resolution. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I understand that the committee report a sub- 
stitute; I would like to hear the original resolution read, as well as 
the substitute. 

The SPEAKER. They will both be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

8 That 10,000 copies ‘hoa the report and ome Stace pe of sre 
States mone! comm on, organized under ution 
1876, be printed for the nse of the House. = a sot 

The Clerk also read the substitute reported by the committee, as 
follows: 

Resolved by the House of R ives (the Senate $ 
41 far the use of he House 10,000 copien in . Bent te 

e United States monetary commission, created by t resolution of August 15, 
1876; the said pamphlet to embrace only the majority and minority reports, to- 
— with the special reports of said commission, ad: containing in all two hun- 

and ten priuted pages, octavo. 

Mr. REED. Will the gentleman from Mississippi inform the House 
what portion of the document as printed for the use uf the Senate is 
left out under his amendment f? 

Mr. BLAND. I do not know. 


Mr. REED. It seems to me one object which the House has, and 
the great object in printing this report, is to circulate where it may 


be used for the purpose of reference, where it may be used by indi- 
viduals who are interested in the question, and interested also in the 
evidence contained in it, and that in order to make it permanently 
useful and serve the purpose for which the House wants it, it ought 
to contain not only the report of the commission and the reports 
su under the resolution as amended, but also the documents 
upon which those reports have been founded. We ought to have pub- 
lished at this present time so much of the evidence, the foundation 
of the reports, as is accessible, and then in due time to publish the 
rest. I submit the expense is so slight 5 the House 
ought to pass the resolution as it s. originally. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Speaker, it will cost about three times as 
much to print what is suggested by the gentleman as to print what 
is yg by the committee. 

Mr. REED. But I submit it will make the report three times more 
valuable. : 

Mr. SINGLETON. That may or may not be. I take it for granted 
when all the evidence comes in there will be printed a full report. 
Everything connected with the matter will be printed in due time. 
What we desire now is to print the majority and minority reports 
and accompanying documents for immediate distribution. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Let me Migno to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi that if it is not printed at all it will cost nothing. If we are 
to print, we had better print the complete document. - If it is worth 
printing, then let us have the whole of it, no matter if it is to cost a 

ittle more. 

Mr. BLAND. It was suggested by many members that they de- 
sired these special reports containing about two hundred pages in 
pamphlet form as it came to the House and the Senate. This would 
not contain the evidence nor the correspondence elicited from foreign 
governments, but simply the report of the commission and the special 
reports connected with it. This was done for the purpose of givin: 
immediate distribution to that part of the document. I a with 
the gentleman it would be advisable to print the whole document, 
and if that is preferable to the House, certainly there should be no 
objection to it; but it was supposed on account of the expense of the 
document the House would consent to print a part of it while it 
would not consent to the printing of the whole of it. Certainly if 
it be the desire of the House to print the whole document, evidence 
and all, I see noobjection to it, and there will be no objection on our 
part to amending the resolution so as to make it conform to that 


u i 
g Mr. SINGLETON. As a member of the Committee on Printing I 
shall have no objection to it if that be the desire of the House. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Is an amendment pending that will print the 
whole of the document? 

Mr. BLAND. I think not. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Then I wish to offer such amendment as will 
give us the whole document. 

The SPEAKER. The remedy is to vote down the pending amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let us vote down the amendment and pass the 
original resolution. 

r. GLOVER. Isu whether it would not be better to recom- 
mit the resolution to the committee and let it be perfected. 

The SPEAKER. The committee has a right to report at any time, 

Mr. GLOVER. All of the testimony ought to be embraced, because 
if only a portion be printed at this time and sent out to the country 
and another portion at another time the two portions most likely 
will fall into different hands and there will be only fragmen dis- 
tribution of the document. I think it ought all to be prin and 
distributed at the same time. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I think there is no necessity to recommit the 
resolution to the committee, as it can be amended in the Honse, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Let the resolution be again read. 

The resolution was in read. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to amend by striking out the 
words “in pamphlet form“ and rags the resolution “all aceom- 
panying documents and testimony.” That I think will give us the 
whole document. 

Mr. FORT. Would that include the correspondence? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Yes, sir. I so intend. 

Mr. FORT. A great deal of that is not worth printing. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Let us have the whole of it. 

Mr. BANKS. In support of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia I desire to say this, that the first object we have in the pub- 
lication of this report is to get the opinions of experts and the best 
informed men of this country and all countries upon the subject to 
which the report relates, That should be our first Go Reports 
are ordinarily printed and circulated for information. But this report 
is upon asubject of such vast magnitude, such far-reaching influence, 
that we want to print and circulate it for the pu of getting the 
opinions of the intelligent men of the world upon this subject. After- 
ward we can print it in a reduced form for the information of our 
own people and the people of other countries generally, if we choose. 
But in the first instance it ought to embrace everything on this 

nestion, and it will bring to us information of vast importance to this 

vernment and especially to the two Houses of Con in legis- 
— apon this important matter. I hope the amendment will be 
P à 
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Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I agree entirely with what has been 
said by the gentleman from Massachusetts. My intention in the 
amendment is to include everything, and I think the words do. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Mr. Speaker, is this before the House 
on the report of a committee ? f 
pee SPEAKER. It is a privileged report from the Committee on 

inting. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Ishould prefer, Mr. Speaker, that the 
report should be recommitted. If I may be allowed to state a reason 
for it I would say that I have examined the report and I find it, so far 
as I have got, to be a one-sided document. It is mainly made up of 
arguments to provea cular case, not in the interest of truth and 
fair investigation, That is my judgment, so far as I have been able 
to examine the report; and until a more careful examination can be 
had of that document I should be unwilling to give my consent to its 
publication on a large scale for general circulation, I therefore move 
to recommit. 

Mr. FORT. I wish to inquire of the chairman of the Committee on 
Printing if he can inform the House how much it is going to cost to 
print the entire documents and the correspondence. 

Mr. SINGLETON. It will cost about three times as much as is pro- 
posi by the committee. It will cost about $2,700, if no binding is 

one 


Mr. HANNA. I trust the amendment of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia will prevail. There is no question to which the mind of the 
American people at present is more earnestly directed than this sub- 
ject; and to furnish them correct information by the publication of 
this report will be money in the jadgment of the people well expended. 
The people are desirous of the truth in reference to this question. 
The people are not afraid of the fullest investigation, and they desi 
that their Representatives shall furnish them, as fully as may be, cor- 
rect information upon this subject. Speaking, then, for the people 
that I represent, I wust that the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. SINGLETON, I desire to say one word further in response to 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort.] I stated that the printing 
alone of the whole of the reports, correspondence, &e., would cost 
about three times as much as contemplated by the committee's report. 
But if the document is to be bound in cloth or otherwise you must 
add to that the cost of the printing. I do not know how much that 
would be, but about $5,000. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The whole cost will be about $3,000. 

Mr. SINGLETON, Or, with the binding, $5,000. 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to say one word in reply to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Hewrrr.] If this report be a one-sided affair, 
the only method we can take to get a correction of the report is to 
send it ont to those men that are acquainted with the other side, and 
we shall certainly receive a full criticism of it from all quarters of 
the world, because the question is one of universal interest. We shall 
have a full exposition and representation from the public press, and 
by correspondence, of the views of the men who are not represen 
ore the statement of the gentleman from New York, in this 
report. hat the gentleman has stated, that this is not a full state- 
ment of the views of both sides, is the strongest argument or the 
strongest statement that can be madein favor of publishing the report. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Ifthe gentleman from Massachusetts 
will allow me, I will state a little more particularly the reason why 
I make the motion to recommit. It is not only because the report is 
one-sided in its representations, but because I have been told by gen- 
tlemen who testified before the commission that they have never had 
a chance to g before the committee and correct the proof and 
revise the evidence. Therefore, I think they should have a chance 
to go before the Committee on Printing and represent the facts, 

Mr. BANKS. How can these gentlemen, whose evidence has been 
misreported, have an opportunity to correct it unless it is printed ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. It has been printed. 

Mr. BANKS. This report does not go out with the sanction of Con- 

It goes out for the inspection and investigation of men who 
are interested in this subject; and the only way in which we can 

t their views is to have this printed. It will go very likely, or if 
the gentleman chooses, it can go, with the declaration that it does 
not represent the views of Congress. We do not care anything about 
that. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. If it does not represent the views of 
witnesses who testified ? 

Mr. BANKS. If we have this report published in full, so that it 
can be sent to men in all countries acquainted with the subject, we 
shall have from those men a full statement of the question, which is 
all we want. The two great governments of Europe, Great Britain 
and Germany, are now committed to the other side of the question 
than that represented in this report, according to the views of the 
gentleman from New York. And from those governments, and from 
everybody connected with this 3 we shall have the report 
which he desires. For myself I have no objection to recommitting 
this resolution. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I still wish the House to understand, 
and I state that I am assured by one gentleman who gave evidence 
before this commission, that he applied repeatedly for the proof 
of his evidence in order that he may correct it, that it has Deel 
as sag ye promised to him, but it has not been sent to him. 

. BANKS, In this way he will get it. 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Ifthe gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Banks] will allow me, my point is this: although it is true that 
Con does not sanction the doctrine set forth in this document by 
ordering it to be printed, still if we print the evidence in a particular 
form we authorize the statement that it was the evidence given be- 
fore the commission, although the fact is that the document proposed 
to be published is not the evidence given before the commission. 

Mr. BLAND. The gentleman from New York [Mr. HEWITT] re- 
pacos this report as a one-sided affair. No doubt it does not suit 

im. He seems to be one-sided on all propositions, and very decid- 
edly one-sided. I undertake to say it been the desire and wish 
of the commission, and as far as I know and am informed it has been 
the practice of the commission, to give every gentleman who testified 
before it an opportunity to correct his testimony in such manner as 


he saw proper. The gentleman from New York says some one has 
told him differently. I would like to inquire of the gentleman who 
that witness is? 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I am prepared to answer the gentle- 
man; there is nothing about it to be kept secret. The United States 
mining commissioner, Dr. R. H. Raymond, informed me that he had 
endeavored to get a proof of his testimony and had been quite unable 
to do so, although he had applied for it severaltimes. Consequently 
he is not able to say whether the evidence about to be published is or 
is not the evidence which he gave before the commission. 

Mr. BLAND. As I said before, the testimony has not all yet gone 
to the printer. If this gentleman has not had an opportunity to cor- 
rect his testimony or to examine any proof of it, the door is still open 
to him and he no doubt will be afforded that opportunity, as every 

. who testified before the commission had such oppor- 
unity. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitr] undertakes to cast 
reflections upon this report and upon the commission. The first 
resolution introduced here provided for the 1 pcre of the minor- 
ity reports. The gentlemen of the minority all the opportunities 
that gentlemen on the other side had in making up their reports, and 
the whole of it together. There can be no injustice or unfairness 
connected with it. Of course the gentlemen holding the views which 
the gentleman from New York does e from one stand-point, aud 
the gentlemen on the commission holding different views argue from 
another stand-point. But all the p ings of the commission con- 
nected with the subject will be published fairly, and each witness 
will have an 1 pao to correct the proof of his testimony. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to say to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Hewitr] that the party to whom he refers as not 
having had an opportunity to correct the proof of his testimony never 
can do so until we order it to be prin It must be putin print 
before he gets the proof. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. If the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
STEPHENS] will allow me to correct him, I will say that all the tes- 
timony, as I understand it, has been putin print. My complaint is 
that it is now proposed to print this document before it has been sub- 
mitted to the parties who gave the testimony, in order that they may 
verify its correctness before it is given to the world. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Then I will move to further amend 
by providing that each witness may have an opportunity to correct 
the proof of his testimony before its publication. 

Mr. BLAND. I will say again, in answer to this gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Hxwrrr, I that a large part of this evidence has never 
gone to the printer, and gentlemen who desire to correct their testi- 
mony can do so at anytime. There is no use of casting slurs of that 
sort on the commission ; it is unjust, unfair, and untruthful. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Having originally introduced this resolution, 
or a similar one, I desire to say that the reason which induced me to 
offer it was that I had received a t number of requests from m 
constituents to furnish them with this document. I believe there is 
no document which has been printed by or presented to this or the 
last Con which is more desired by the people, at least in the 

on of country where I live, than this one. I think it is one 
that is exciting a great degree of public interest; and I believe that 
the ee documents will be quite as interesting to the 
people as the report itself. I hope that when this document is printed 
it will be in such a form that we can furnish our constituents not 
only with the report of the commission, giving their conclusions, 
but dee accompanying documents upon which their conclusions 


are 

Mr. SPRINGER. Before the order for printing is made, I would 
like to suggest that the resolution be so amended as to provide that 
enh phate of this report which is in other langua than the En- 
glish be translated and printed in English. In looking over the doc- 
ument I find quite a number of p in French in Halte, and in 
Spanish. This may do for the constituents of my distingnished friend 
from New York, [Mr. HRwrrr, I who are metropolitan and cosmopol- 
itan people; but the constituents whom I have the honor to repre- 
sent are not so fortunate as to understand so many of these languages, 
though 8 could perhaps get along reasonably well with one or two 
of them. colleague near me su; ts the t the part printed in for- 
eign languages be bound in Russia.” [Laughter.] I will say fur- 
ther that if these portions be ted, I see no reason for printing 


the text also in the original foreign langu: 
It ho give the genom from Illinois [Mr. 


Mr. BLAND. 
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SPRENGER] an opportunity to indulge for himself his genius in trans- 
ting. 

Mr SPRINGER. Iam perfectly willing to submit the matter to 
the learned gentlemen who compose this commission, and take their 
word for the correctness of the translation. We shall thereby save 
to he people a large sum of money which would otherwise ex- 


pended in printing part of this document in several foreign lan- 
guages. I hope, therefore, that the part of this report which is now 


in other e than English will be translated and printed in 
English without reproducing the original text. 

r. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I think the best course is to have the 
portions in foreign langnages translated. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is what I suggest. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I think that ought to be done. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I think it must be apparent to this body that 
the course proposed by the committee was the wise one. There is a 
great, a pressing, an immediate demand for the majority and minority 
reports with the accompanying documents. There is a very large 
portion of the testimony and a great deal of correspondence in just 
the situation which the gentleman from Illinois suggests, and there 
is no use of printing those portions in a foreign Janguage and also in 
English. I presume that the constituents of other gentlemen are 
not more learned than mine, and very few of them read anything 
except the English language. 

The committee have deemed it best that these reports with accom- 
panying documents should be published for immediate use, with the 
expectation that at some future time the complete document will 
be printed, omitting anything unnecessary and making such changes 
as may be deemed prudent. For immediate use it is proposed to 

ublish about one-third of the whole volume at a cost of about 8800. 
we publish all the unnecessary matter and then bind it, the cost 
may be $4,000 or $5,000. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Ido not concur with the gentleman 
from Mississippi, [Mr SinGLeron.] If we print this document either 
for general distribation or for limited circulation, all the evidence or 
testimony upon which it is founded ought to go with it. I agree en- 
tirely with the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. BLanp,] the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. BANKS, ] and the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. GARFIELD.] Let the whole testimony go out with the report, 
so that all can see upon what the inferences and conclusions of the 
commission are founded. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Then we shall have to wait for some time be- 
fore we can have this document, for a part of the testimony has not 
yet been handed to the printer, Meanwhile the country is demand- 
ing this report; andthe question is whether it is necessary to delay 
the printing of an part of this document until the whole of that 
evidence has been handed to the printer. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. In reply to that I would say, let us 
wait until we are ready; let ussend out nothing that is half finished. 
If we should send out ten thousand copies now in an incomplete 
form and ten thousand copies more when the testimony has come in, 
the cost would, as the gentleman suggests, be four or five times 
greater perhaps than it need be, This report was made some time 
ago, The testimony must be here; and how long would it take to 
print four hundred or five hundred pages? Why, sir, there was laid 
upon my table the other day a document in a contested-election case 
from one of the districts of South Carolina—a document embracing 
eight hundred pages, There will not be that number of pages in 
all this testimony. 1 presume there will not be more than five han- 
dred or six hundred pages, It can be done. Why has it not been 
por Becanse there is no order, I understand, for its printing. 

gentleman from New York says there is. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. There is, and my point is, if the gen- 
tleman from Georgia will allow me, that so far as my observation has 
gone only that portion of the evidence which seemed to support one 
view has been put into type, and the other portion is not in type. I 
do not object to the 1 I want it printed ; I want every 
bit of it printed; and I want every gentleman who has testified to 
have the opportunity to see whether his testimony is correctly printed 
or not. 

Mr. STEPHENS of Georgia. That is certainly what I want. I 
want the whole of it. The gentleman says a part has been printed. 
Let the whole of it be printed. It can be done in a month or less. 
I therefore disagree with the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Speaker, it is a matter of no difference to 
me individually what disposition shall be made of this resolution. I 
have no pride about supporting the report of the Committee on Print- 
ing at all, and if gentlemen are ready to print the whole of the docu- 
ment, and it can be done in time for the people who are demanding 
it, I do not object. It will be seen, however, that a large portion of 
the testimony is not ready, and the question arises whether it is the 
purpose of the committee to allow it to be printed. These are qnes- 
tions to be settled. We were only requi to act upon that which 
was before the committee, and have so reported. 

The SPEAKER. The condition of the question is this: An amend- 
ment in the nature of a substitute has been reported from the com- 
mittee, to which the gentleman from Georgia moves an amendment; 
pending which the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitr] has 
moved to recommit the whole subject. The first question will be on 
the latter motion. 


The House divided ; and there were—ayes 17, noes 87. 

Mr. CLYMER. No quorum has voted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there is a quorum in the House. 

Mr. CLYMER. I withdraw my point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit is disagreed to. The 
Clerk will read the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out in the second line of the substitute the words “in pamphlet form,” 
and also paragraph and 


after 1876" strike out the remainder of the as fol- 


ws: 

And all accom documents and testimony, provided that each witness 
VVT before sah printing ts done: 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to add further: “And all 
testimony in a foreign language be translated into English.“ 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I suggest the gentleman should 
modify his amendment so as to provide that witnesses shguld have 
an opportunity to correct proof and evidence. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Yes, sir; let it provide that they 
shall have 55 to correct proof aud evidence. 


Mr. CONGER. How long is that to take? 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York. If they will furnish the f and 
evidence tothe witnesses they will do it quickly. They have been 


months trying to get it, and have not yet succeeded. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Does this provide for binding in cloth? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Yes, sir; add that. 

Mr. EDEN. Whose business is it to provide the translation from 
the 8 language into the English? If that is the business of 
any one, I do not object to the amendment. 

Mr. CLYMER. Does the tleman from Sorata propose the 
original letters or testimony in French or German shall be inserted 
in the original text, and then the translation placed beside it? 

Sa STEPHENS, of Georgia. I do not, but I have no objection to 
that. 

Mr. CLYMER. That should be done, as the translation may be in- 
accurate, and readers should be permitted to judge of the accuracy 
or inaccuracy of the translation. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. As I have said, I have no objection 
to that. The Clerk will now read the resolution as it is proposed to 
be modified. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved the House of Representatives, (the Senate eoncurring,) That there be 
printed for the use of the House 10,000 ose of the report of the United States 
monetary commission, created 8 resolution of August 15, 1876, and all ac- 
companying documents and tesi F, provided each witness may have an oppor- 
tunity to correct the proof and evidence before such printing is done; that it shall 
be translated, and the translation and originals shall accompany each other. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky. That makes no provision for bind- 
ing in cloth. 

r. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I accepted that as a modification of 
my amendment. 3 

r. SINGLETON. Some of the witnesses live across the water. 
What length of time is to be allowed them to correct the evidence ? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It does not require them to do it, 
but only affords opportunities to such witnesses as may so desire to 
correct proof and evidence. 

Mr. GARFIELD. It seems to me that courtesy requires we should 

ut in a number for the Senate, say 3,000, for the use of the Senate. 

e ought not to pass the concurrent resolution without making 
some such provision. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will go to the Senate, and they 
can add whatever number they may think proper. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I think we ought to put it in here. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It is not necessary at all. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Does the gentleman accept the 
amendment as to binding? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Yes, sir; that is in. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I should like to have a separate vote 
on that, because I am opposed to the binding of public documents, 
and I think it is time a stop should be put to it. It is as good a time 
to begin with this as with any other document. 

Mr, STEPHENS, of Georgia. I am in faver of binding publio doc- 
uments because I was the author in this House of binding documents. 
The first resolution which passed the House on that subject was at 
my instance. 

. REAGAN. I move to strike ont the proviso to that amend- 
ment in order that I may have an opportunity to say one word in 
opposition to it. This report probably contains more valuable in- . 
formation than has been given from the House for many years, for it 
is upon a subject of very practical importance to our ple. This 

roviso, if allowed to remain in the resolution, would defeat the ob- 

ect sought by those who desire this information published and sent 

to the country. We have now the papers which we have acted upon 
and if gentlemen desire those papers, that are in other languages 
than our own, to accompany the report, I have no special objection, 
only that I do not see any particular advantage init; but I trust that 
the friends of the resolution will not embarrass this publication by 
attaching to it a proviso that will place it in the discretion of who- 
ever has to deal with this subject, to send to Europe and waste time 
for the purpose of enabling those who choose to revise their testi- 
mony to do so. It will practically defeat the publication of the re- 
port and the dissemination of this information to the people. 
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Whatever testimony was taken vy — monetary commission was, 
no doubt, revised by the witnesses before it was prepared for publi- 
cation. I say that Keres that has always been the uniform prac- 
tice of committees in such cases, and there is no object in now asking 
time for the further revision of this testimony by witnesses, either in 
this or in other countries. This would em the publication 
and delay the distribution of this very important information, and 
in that view I trust that the proviso will be stricken out. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Ido not wish to embarrass or delay 
this matter at all, and the gentleman does me entire injustice in that 
particular. He says that the testimony has been examined by the 
witnesses already. 

Mr. REAGAN. I say that that is the uniform custom. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. That is not the fact in this case. I 
have the statement of witnesses themselves that they have not been 
permitted to examine their testimony ; and I ask, as a matter of jus- 
tice, that the House shall not deny this privilege to witnesses who 
ask it. In order to save time I am willing to modify the resolution 
so far as foreign witnesses are concern I think that is all that 
would cause any delay, although I now state that the leading foreign 
witness stated to me in Paris that he had not been fairly reported; 
but to save delay I am willivg that the proviso shall not apply to 
foreign witnesses; but as to those living within twenty-four hours’ 
ride of Washington, it would be injustice if they were not 
allowed to see what is to be published as their testimony when prob- 
ably it is not their testimony. 

Mr. REAGAN. Of course I do not intend to say that the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Hewitt] wishes to defeat the object in 
this case. I am not speaking of motives or objects; but of the effect 
of the proposed action. And I appeal to the judgment of every gen- 
tleman here if the effect of it not be to defeat the very olen of 
the resolution itself! 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Does the gentleman desire to cireu- 
late false evidence? I ask that the evidence circulated shall be the 
real and not the false evidence of witnesses, and the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] must surely concur with me in that demand. 

Mr. REAGAN, I can only say that if the gentleman is not mis- 
‘taken, it is certainly extraordinary that the commission in dealing 
with so grave a subject should have refused to permit witnesses to 
examine their evidence before allowing it to go to print. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I am not mistaken. 

Mr. REAGAN. Then if the gentleman is right the fact should go 
to the country that this commission refused to permit witnesses to 
verify their e f 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. My statement was that witnesses 
have not had an opportunity to revise their testimony. 

Mr. REAGAN. I think the gentleman’s statement was that the com- 
mission had refused the witnesses an opportunity of examining their 


5 : 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I said, and I repeat now, that gentle- 
men who 9 175 for a copy of their evidence in order to revise it 
were told that it would be sent to them, and it has never been sent 
to them up to this hour. 

Mr. REAGAN. One more remark. If those who believe this infor- 
mation ought to go to the country desire to attain that object effect- 
ively, it is better for them to control it themselves than to put it out 
to a wet-nurse who has no affection for it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BLAND. I desire to say to the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Hxwrrr, who seems to iterate and reiterate what is an in- 
justice to the commission, that any gentleman who has not had an 
opportunity to revise his testimony will have an N to do 
s0. I will say to him that the evidence has not all been prepared for 
the printer, and probably has not been prepared for witnesses to 
revise their testimony in manuscript. I assume that the House is 
not desirous of taking into its hands the directing of the mode and 
manner in which the commission shall 3 its duties. That part 
of the resolution that directs the translation of testimony, and that 
the witnesses shall have an i N to revise it, I think wholly 
* from the fact that translations have already been 
made. It is true that the reports are printed in foreign languages ; 
but this document will circulate all over the country, and it is proper 
that all these papers should be printed in the original language, an 
that will be done, accompanied with an English translation, as I un- 
derstand it. I do not see ree necessity of that portion of the resolu- 
tion, and I would inquire if it is in order now to offer an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute for the original resolation :? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, as reported from the committee, 
is an amendment in the nature of a substitute for the original reso- 
lution. The gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. STEPHENS] has moved to 
amend the substitute, which is as far as can be gone in that direction, 
but thé gentleman may move to amend the original text. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Is not the amendment of the gentleman from 
coors susceptible of division? It embraces two istinct proposi- 

„ions. 
TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is divisible, and the Chair was 
ing to suggest to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] that 
is remedy was in asking for a division. 


Mr. FORT. It occurs to me that all these difficulties about perfect- 
ing the resolution conclusively show that the resolution and the 
amendments ought to be recommitted to the committee, so that they 


may — it and make a report; and I therefore think it should be 
recomm 

Mr. SINGLETON. I think it is eminently proper that that should 
be done. I think the committee now understand the sense of the 
House on this 88 and of course they will endeavor to conform 


to the wich of the House. If the resolution passes in its present 
form I think it will give rise to some delay. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. FORT] 
move to recommit the resolution? 

Mr. FORT. I move that the resolution and amendments be recom- 
mitted. I think that is the best way of settling the matter. 

Mr. BLAND. I ask that the amendment which I desire to offer to 
the text be read. 

Mr. FORT. So many amendments have already been proposed 
that we cannot tell how to vote. 

Mr. BLAND. Let my amendment be read. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House 10,000 copies of the 
report of the silver commission, with the accompanying documents and reports. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. That is a substitute, it strikes me. 

The SPEAKER. It is an amendment to the original text. 

Mr. BLAND. That includes everything that gentlemen desire, and 
I see no reason for 1 
AEA question was taken upon Mr, FORTS motion; and it was agreed 


And the resolution was accordingly recommitted to the Committee 
on Sig ni with the pending amendments. 

Mr. FORT moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was recommitted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

BINDING OF DOCUMENTS FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. SINGLETON, from the Committee on Printing, reported back, 
with amendments, the bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing the binding 
of documents for members of Congress. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

In lines 3 and 4, strike out the words “or Superintendent of the Government 


Printing 
In line 4, after the words “to bind,” insert the words “ at the Government Print- 


Office. 
mg fy et strike out the words officer or ;" so that the bill will read as follows: 

Be it enacted the Senate and House 1 ited States 
America in je bos assembled, That Ge ab Printer be ethernet bind x 
the Government Printing Office any books, maps, charts, or documents published 
by authority of Congress, upon application of any member of the Senate or House 
of Representatives, upon payment of the actual cost of such binding. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will state that we addressed a note to the 
Public Printer inquiring whether this would interfere with tho 
regular work of the office, and we were assured that it would not; 
and the whole scope of the bill is to allow members of Congress of 
both Houses to have documents that have not been bound, bound at 
the Government Printing Office at their own expense. It will not 
interfere with the regular business of the printing and binding of 
documents. This, sir, has been done heretofore, but by some con- 
struction of law by the Public Printer he has refused to do it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. There is no objection to the bill; let 


it 
he amendments were to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be e and read a third 

eri and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, 
Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS, 


On motion of Mr. SINGLETON, the Committee on Hear was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 462) to 
amend a part of chapter 105 of an act entitled “An act making appro- 
priations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for other purposes ;” and the same was 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Mr. SINGLETON also, from the same committee, reported back, 
with the recommendation that it do not pass, the joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 45) respecting an index to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. | 

Mr. SINGL: N. I will simply state to the House that the work 
proposet by that resolution is now done under the direction of:the 

ong Committee on Printing, and that a man is now engaged on the 
wor! 

I move that the joint resolution be laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to, 


LOSS OF THE STEAMER HURON. 


Mr. SHELLEY. I ask unanimous consent to offer the following 
resolution: 
Whereas it is believed that the loss of the Huron was in a measure attributable 
to her unseaworthiness and it is rumored that other vessels 
at the different navy- 
as in the case of the Yantic, to be poor economy to h 
That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to direct the sus) 
of work on naval vessels which aro now being repaired, or which have 


wn, 


re, 
nsion 
or- 


1877. 
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dered to be rapalrod since the Ist of March, 1877. under the direction of the Bureaus 
of Someroon and of Steam 
can be made 


the several navy-yards repai: 
which have been ordered to be repaired, and report the result of their examination, 
together with their opinion as to the propriety of continuing said work; which 
report the Secretary is requested to transmit to this House. 

Mr. HALE. I must object to that resolution; it is a matter of ad- 
ministration and it is safe to leave it to the Department. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Let it be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HALE. Lohjeot to the reference. 


POST-ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. WADDELL, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post- reported a bill (H. R. No. 1637) to estab- 
lish post-routes in the several States therein named; which was read 
a first and second time. 

Mr. WADDELL. Iask that the bill be put upon its passage. There 
is nothing in it whatever excepting the routes. 

Mr. CONGER. I should like the bill to be printed before it is 

so that we may see that the routes are properly described. 
-Mr. WADDELL. It has not been customary to print this bill in 
advance of its passage, and it would only delay members in getting 
their routes. 

Mr. CONGER. They had better be correctly described in the bill. 

Mr. WADDELL. Then I will move that the bill be printed and be 
recommitted to the committee. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. WADDELL. I now enter a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was recommitted. 


ALBERT MILLER LEE. 


Mr. MILLS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1638) to remove the political disabilities of Albert Miller Lee, of Na- 
varro County, Texas; which received its several readings, and (two- 
thirds voting in favor thereof,) was passed. 


PIER-LIGHTS AT SOUTH PASS OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1639) making an appropriation for pier-lights at the entrance of the 
jetties in the South Pass of the Mississippi River; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CONGER. Lask unanimous consent to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the 8 tho be requested to furnish this House 


with an estimate of the le cost of erecting and maintaining pier-lights at the 
entrance of tho jetties of the South Pass of the Mississippi River. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I object. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman will allow me to say one word. 
Through the jetties at the mouth of the Mississippi River, at the 
Sonth Pass, the whole shipping of the Mississippi River now passes or 
soon will pass, and there is nothing, in case of the darkness or storm at 
night, to direct them between the piers, There is without pier-lights 
considerable danger there. It was thought that the Light-House 
Board had the power ander the appropriation for lights in the Mis- 
sissippi River to erect lights on these piers, but the board think they 
have not that power. In thechanging and, we think, vastly increas- 
ing shi ping and commerce of the Mississippi, through an ontlet 
whose depth and capacity exceeds anything heretofore known, or 
believed possible, with fleets of ocean steamers and ships of over 
twenty-one feet draught, where but seven or eight feet of water only 
existed before, these lights have become a necessity created by the 
success of the greatest improvement the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi has ever received. I desire to add to my remarks an article from 
the New Orleans Times upon this subject: 


From the New Orleans Times of November 18, 1871.) 
AT PORT EADS, 


Nino vessels passed through the jetties Thursday of the past weck. Four of them 
were steamers, namely, the Hudson, the Baltimore, the Frankfurt, and the Hewes. 
Of these, the Baltimore drew 21 feet 4 inches; the draught of the others ranged from 
18 to 20 feet. The sailing-v passing through were tho ship Saranak, the 
barks Julia Ernestine, Colin E. MeNiel, Regina, Aubepine, and the schooners 
Amos Walker and Mary A. Drury, 3 all passed wi t deten tho large 
steamers going through and on out of sight at a rate of speed showing the utmost 
confidence in depth and breadth of the channel. The change effected in two 

ears on that once desolate bar and shore is indeed remarkable. No such work bas 

accomplished in so short atime at any portin the world. Where a little more 
than two years ago pelicans and gulls ag tor lazily about a solitary light-house, 
and about one-tenth of the water of the M 2 flowed slowly, seven or eight 
fcet deep, over a sand-bar tu o and a half miles wide, is now a bona fide port, where 
vessels ag gi of tons measurement and bearing cargoes of bun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars in and out daily. 

Sailing-vessels of all sizes, the fruit schooner to the great ship, lie at an- 
chor in the deep natural canal inside the works—a land- locked harbor—waiting for 
orders from the city. Long plumes of smoke far out at sea indicate the approach 
of steamers from varions directions and of tow-boats with tall ships followin 
all con ing 2. that open river mouth, so long a dream and an aspiration, bu 
now a ity. “practicable channel of twenty-one feei 
cording to Captain 


t“ is found there, ac- 
wn, of the United States engineers, an official authority, 
and we know by actual test that vessels drawing more than twenty-one feet can 


VI——46 


her 

the 

le channel“ is twenty-two feet, then twenty-four feet, twenty-six fee 
tape al ~/ 3 


ata distance confound the passes, 
e work accomplished. They know that eigh- 
fore the jetties 
were begun. Now they hear of twenty-one feet between the jetties, and suppose 
n do not — 


that the works havo only increased the depth some three feet. They 
that South Pass and Southwest Pass aro very different bodies of water. They do 
not know that the work has been prosecuted at the smallest because the a 


p 

ernment would not allow Southwest Pass to be experimented wi 

These matters have been explained so often that all the world, one would think, 
knows the exact purport of the announcement of a twenty-one-foot channel bet 
the jetties, and if the e iment had been made at Southwest Pass with the 
same success—and that is fairly presumable—as at South Pass, there would have 
been a channel forty-five feet deep at the former pass to-day. A portion of the 
world does not know this, but it is time that all ns interested shonld know it, 
fe OROEN ARA: Se proses msde. fe past and the prospect for the 

‘ature. 

you ape made eee in 8 38 the 5 Tan as 17 paced — 22 
operated upon. work woul ve been on a e, but in all pro t. 
it would have amounted to no more than the “louble Labor at tho head and mouth 2 
South Pass. There was no bar to overcome at the head of Southwest Pass, and no 
difficulties at the moath except such as are similar to those encountered at Port 
Eads. A scour half as great as that already effected at South Pass would have 

ven at least thirty feet in the channel at Southwest Pass. Still, the channel 


rough the jetties is now better than any we have ever had and offers every 


assurance of a continuous improvement until the greatest depth that can bl 
be required is obtained. m o z popes 

I ask, therefore, that the report of the Light-Honse Board, through 
the Secretary of ry, as to the shee pn and cost of those piers 
may be sent to this House. I desire to add to my remarks a printed 
statement to which I will not ask the House to listen, but which I 
desire to have printed in the RECORD. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion to this inquiry as to the cost of these jetties. i 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the resolution ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS, (in his seat.) I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must rise to object. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, (rising.) I object. When we get something for 
the Atlantic Coast we will consider this. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask, then, that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

There was no objection ; and the resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


FUNDING AND REDEMPTION OF UNITED STATES NOTES, 


Mr. HASKELL, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1640) to provide for the funding and redemption of United States 
notes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


FRANKLIN PAINE. 


Mr. GARFIELD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1641) to grant a pension to Franklin Paine; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


HOUSE FOLDING-ROOM. 


Mr. RIDDLE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be authorized to appoint one folder in the folding- 
room of the House who shall receive for his services the same pay per annum as 
a messenger. 

ELIJAH T. KEIGHTLEY. 

Mr. RIDDLE also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resol That thero be out of the contingent fund of the House to Elijah 
T. Keightie late eee a sum equal to one month's pay at tho rato 
paid while in the service of the House. 

PETER TARGARONA. 

Mr. EDEN, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on War 
Claims, reported back the papers in the case of Peter Targarona ask- 
ing for relief, and moved that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee of Claims, 

The motion was agreed to, 

ELIZA HOWARD POWERS, 

Mr. EDEN. I also ask unanimous consent to report back from the 
Committee on War Claims the bill (H. R. No. 104) for the relief of 
Eliza Howard Powers, and move that the committee be gisohatgol 
from further consideration of the same, and that it. be refe to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I object. The Committee on Mili 
will take no notice of any of the claims submitted to them. 
the re order. $ 

ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded, which is the 
morning honr, in which reports from committees will be in order. 

Mr. CONGER. Ithink unanimous consent will be given to the in- 
troduction and reference of bills to-day that they may be printed, 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the introduction at this time 
of bills and resolutions for reference only? [After a pause.] The 


Affairs 
demand 
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Chair hears no objection. The Chair will now recognize gentlemen 


for that purpose, in order, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, I + that the States be called. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will adopt the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, and will call the States and Territories, begin- 


ning with the State of Maine. 
HENRY M. STANLEY, 


Mr. BLAIR introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 52) extending 
the thanks of Congress to Henry M. Stanley; which was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask that the joint resolution be read at length and 
that it be printed in the RECORD. 

There was no objection. The joint resolution, which was read, is 
as follows: 


the earliest times, thereby opening a con it of im- 
ulations tb the o aite of Christian 


ei villzation and enlarging the happiness of mankind. 
The joint resolution was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


AFRICAN EXPLORATION, 


Mr. BLAIR also submitted a resolution relating to African explo- 
ration; which was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


GEORGE A, ARMES. 


Mr. BANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1642) to authorize the res- 
toration of George A. Armes to the rank of captain ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES G. SUMMERS. 


Mr. COVERT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1643) for the relief of 
Charles G. Summers, of New Vork; which was a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN J. WINN. 

Mr. COVERT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1644) granting an 
increase of pension to John J. Winn; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LAFAYETTE DECKER. 3 

Mr. COVERT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1645) granting a 
pension to Lafayette Decker; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

INGRAM CORYELL. 

Mr. CUTLER submitted the following resolution; which was read 
and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

That the Clerk of the House be, and is hereby, directed to pay Ingram 
Coryell, from the contingent fund of the House, for services rendered as 


messenger 
in Doorkeeper’s department of the House from March 4 to October 15, and for 
services rendered as clerk to present Doorkeeper from October 16 to November 31. 


BRIDGET LEAFFY, 


Mr. PUGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1646) granting a pension to 
Bridget Leaffy, widow of Lawrence W. Leafty ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

E. J. HORTON. 

Mr. CLYMER (by request) submitted the following resolution; 

which was read and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 


Resolved, That there be paid to E. J. Horton, out of the contingent fund of the 
House, the sum of $155.90 for services in the employment of the Doorkeeper of this 


LUCY J. MITCHELL. 

Mr. MACKEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1647) granting a pension 
to Lucy J. Mitchell; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. MACKEY also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 53) au- 
thorizing and directing the free transmission through the mails by 
members of Con and heads of Departments of all documents 
printed by authority of Congress; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

W. A. RODGERS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1648) for the relief of 
W. A. Rodgers, late first lieutenant Company K, Eighteenth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry; which was Sn a first and secoud 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

J. CLINTON DE WITT. 

Mr. OVERTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1649) for the relief of 

J. Clinton De Witt, of Canton, Bradford County, Pennsylvania; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SOLDIERS’ HOMESTEADS. 


Mr. BAYNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1650) in relation to all sol- 
diers, sailors, marines, aud officers of the late Union Army whose con- 
tinued terms of service amount to five years and upward, and amend- 
ing section 2305 of the Revised Statutes ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed. . 

ACKOWLEDGMENT OF DEEDS. 

Mr. O'NEILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1051) to validate and 
confirm certain acknowledgment of deeds and other instruments of 
writing under seal made in a foreign country for lands lying in the 
District of Columbia, and the records thereof; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

ATTACHMENTS FOR DEBT IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1652) regulating attach- 
ments for debt in the District of Columbia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY M. HANNON, 
Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1653) for the relief of 


Henry M. Hannon; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed 


ADDITIONAL RULE—EMPLOYES. 


Mr. ROBERTS, from the Committee of Accounts, reported the fol- 
lowing additional rule for the government of the House, and the 
same was read and referred to the Committee on the Rules: 

Each officer of the House of Representatives shall make out on the first day of 
each month his roll of persons regularl opornie by him for that month, with 
the names of the persons so appointed. ch persons shall serve during the month 
and be entitled to pay for the same if they have served, unless for proper cause 
assigned in writing and delivered to the omployé, the officer has removed auch 
emplosé during said month, in which case or in case of a vacancy by death or 

, he shall place upon the roll for the unexpired term the name of the 
—4 te appointed to fill such vacancy. No shall be paid except from the 

y upon which he was actually appointed. And the rolls of the officers of the 

House shall be hung up publicly on and from the first day of each month, subject 


to public ins; 
CLERK OF COMMITTEE. 

Mr. HUNTON, from the special committee on the revision of tho 
laws regulating the counting of the electoral votes, &c., reported 
the following resolution; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts: 


LA 

Resolved, That the special committee or the revision of the laws regulatin 
the counting of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President be allow 
and authorized to employ a clerk and messenger. 


FOLKES, WINSTON, AND OTHERS. 

Mr. TUCKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1654) for the relief of 
Folkes and Winston and other citizens of Lynchburgh, Virginia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

EDWIN DE LEON. 

Mr. WADDELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1655) for the relief of 
Edwin De Leon, late United States consul-general in Egypt; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, and ordered to be printed. 

PATRICK J. CONDON. 

Mr. WADDELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1656) for the relief 
of Patrick J. Condon, late captain Gom pany G, Sixty-third Regiment 
New York Volunteer Infantry, granting back pension; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HARVEY P. BUCKNER. 

Mr. VANCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1657) to restore the name 
of Harvey P. Buckner to the pension-rolls; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM M. MOORE. 

Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. a for the relief of 
William M. Moore, Third North Carolina Mounted Infantry; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF NEUSE RIVER, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. BROGDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1659) for the improve- 
ment of Neuse River, in North Carolina; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

SAINT MICHAEL’S CHURCH, CHARLESTON, 

Mr. CAIN introduced a bill (H. R, No. 1660) for the relief of Saint 
Michael’s church, Charleston; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

NAVIGATION AND SHIPPING. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1661) bet- 
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ter to promote the navigation and shipping interests of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL I. GUSTINE. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1662) 
for the relief of Samuel I. Gustine; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JAMES A. STEWART. 

Mr. BELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1663) for the relief of James 
A. Stewart, of Fulton County, Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES ROGERS. 

Mr. FELTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1664) for the relief of 
James H. Rogers, of Georgia; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


J. R. STUTTS AND R. M. KIBBOURNE, 


Mr. GARTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1665) to refer the claims 
of John R. Stutts and Russell M. Kibbourne, citizens of Lauderdale 
County, State of Alabama, to the commissioners of southern claims 
for re-examination and report; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and erdered to be 

rinted. 
p INSPECTION OF NAVAL VESSELS. 

Mr. SHELLEY submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to appoint a board of five 
naval officers of the highest rank, with a rear-admiral as president of said board. 
(and in selecting the other members of said board ho shall take the senior naval 
constructor and engineer,) to examine and report upon the condition of the naval 
vessels now being repaired at the different navy-yards; which report shall be 
transmitted to this House for its information. 


EDWIN DE LEON. 


Mr. SINGLETON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1666) to remove the 
political disabilities of Edwin De Leon, late of Charleston, South 
Carolina; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


BEVERLEY H. ROBERTSON. 


Mr. SINGLETON also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1667) to remove 
the political disabilities of Beverley H. Robertson, of the State of 
Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

ANN M. MEEHON. 


Mr, CHALMERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1668) for the relief of 
Ann M. Meehon, of Vicksburgh, Mississippi; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ALLEN E, ANDERSON. 


Mr. CHALMERS also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1669) for the relief of Allen E. Anderson, of Claiborne County, Mis- 
sissippi; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA, 


Mr. MULDROW. I ask unanimous consent to present the petition 
of Eli Morrow and other colored citizens of Mississippi for an appro- 
priation of $100,000 to enable them to move to Liberia. And I desire 
to say in that connection I do not commit myself to the object of the 
petition, but offer it at the reqiſbst of a number of colored citizens of 
my State. I ask by unanimous consent it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, and the body of the petition printed 
in the RECORD. 

There was no objection and it was ordered accordingly. 

The petition (without signatures) is as follows: 

To the honorable Senate and 
House of Kepresentatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned. colored citizens of the State of Mississippi, represent to your 
honorable body that they are desirous of 8 and settlin, In tho Sopan 
of Liberia; that they believe that such move will redound to the good of both 
races by removing from the South one of the races and leaving the control of the 
government to the whites; that many of your petitioners are too poor to pay their 
way to said republic; they therefore ask that your honorable body make an appro- 

riation of say $100,000 to furnish the necessary means to enable them to make the 
Resired move. And your petitioners, asin duty bound, will ever pray, &. 


REFUNDING THE COTTON TAX, 


Mr. ROBERTSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1670) to refund the 
cotton tax, and designating the mode of refunding the same; which 
was read a first and second time, and ordered to be printed. 

22 ROBERTSON. I move that be referred to the Committee of 
alms. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that subject has been referred 
usually to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I also ask that the memorials now on file on 
that subject with the Clerk be referred to the same committee. 

The SPEAKER. The petitions on file on that subject will be referred 
from the Clerk’s office of course to the committee. 

‘The Lill was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


RIO HONDO CLAIMS, 


Mr. ELAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1671) to confirm certain Rio 
Hondo claims to Pedro Flores, Elizabeth Lafitte, Maria Cordova, 
Lonis Lafitte, Antoine Dubois, and Vital Flores; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. SARAH n. FRANKLIN, 


~ Mr. DICKEY introduced a bill (H.R. No. 1672) for the relief of Mrs. 
Sarah B. Franklin; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN W, SKILES. 

Mr. DICKEY also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1673) 
for the relief of John W. Skiles; which was read a first and second 
Gmo hiatus to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ALBERT BRINKMANN, 

Mr, BANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1674) ting a pen- 
sion to Albert Brinkmann, late private in Company 8. Second Regi- 
ment Ohio Volunteer Heavy Artillery; which was read a first aud 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

ARMS AND ORDNANCE STORES, 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1675) to amend 
section 3 of an act entitled “ An act making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, and for 
other purposes ;” which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY B, SPOONER. 


Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1676) 8 a 
argon to Henry B. Spooner, late a member of Company C, One hun- 
and twenty-fonrth Regiment Ohio Volunteers; which was 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

sions, and ordered to be printed. 
SPECIAL TAXES. 

Mr. BANNING also introdnced a bill (H. R. No. 1677) to repeal cer- 
tain provisions of chapter 3, title 35, of the Revised Statutes ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

BRANCH MINT, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1678) to establish 
a branch of the mint of the Uuited States at Cincinnati, Ohio; which 
wasread afirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 


CATHARINE AND SOPHIA GERMAIN. 


Mr. BOONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1679) for the relief of Cath- 
arine and Sophia Germain; which was read a first and second time, 
teferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN M. ELDER. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1680 
for the relief of John M. Elder; which was read a first and secon 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

COLORING SPIRITS. 

Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1681) to amend article 
3, section 3244 chapter 3, of the Revised Statutes, title 35, Internal 
Revenue; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


SINKING FUND. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1682) to amend 

section 1 of the act approved March 3, 1875, entitled “ An act to further 

protect the sinking fund and provide for the expenses of the Govern- 

ment ;” which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM H, PINN. 

Mr. DURHAM 2 1 5 unanimons consent, submitted a resolution 
that the Clerk of the House be directed to pay to William H. Pinn 
$704 for services as laborer under the Doorkeeper for the months of 
September, October, and November, 1876, and from the 4th day of 
March, 1876, to the 20th day of November, 1877, being at the rate of 
$720 per annum; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts. 


EDWARD YOUNG PARSONS. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
54) authorizing the tee and distribution of the memorial ad- 
dresses on the life and character of the late Edward Young Parsons, 
a Representative from the State of Kentucky; which was read a first | 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered 
to be printed. 

THOMAS J. TURNER. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 55) to 
authorize Medical Inspector Thomas J. Turner, United States Navy, 
to accept a diploma of the order of Kamehameha from the King 
of the Hawaiian Islands; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 
RESTORATION TO PENSION-ROLLS. 

Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1683) to restore to the pen- 
sion-rolls the names of all soldiers stricken therefrom for disloyalty 
and torepeal section 4716 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PAYMENTS BY OFFICERS OF THE GOVERNMENT, 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1684) to repeal the 
joint resolution shee ees, Bape payment by any officer of the Gov- 
ernment to any person not known to have been opposed to the rebell- 
ion and in favor of its suppression; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 


JOHN LOOPER. 

Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1685) for the relief 
of John Looper, of Fentress County, Tennessee, late of Company D, 
Second Regiment Tennessee Volunteers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensians, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MRS. F. A. LEE. 

Mr. ATKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1686) for the relief of 
Mrs. F. A. Lee, of Madison County, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 


ordered to be prin 
MILES M. HAMMOND. 


Mr. ATKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1687) for the relief 
of Miles M. Hammond, of Jackson, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

HAMILTON RYNE. 

Mr. THORNBURGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1688) to restore 
Hamilton Ryne to the pension rolls; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SALARIES OF EMPLOYÉS. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1689) to provide for the 
payment of salaries of employés in the Doorkeeper's de nt; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Accounts, and ordered to be printed. 

HOUSE MISCELLANEOUS FUND, 

Mr. YOUNG also submitted a resolution directing the payment of 
certain sums of money out of the miscellaneous fund of the House; 
which was referred to the Committee of Accounts. 

MRS. ANNA M. COGSWELL. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1690) for the relief of 
Mrs. Anna M Cogswell, of Memphis, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

DAVID H. HILDEBRAND., 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1691) for the relief of 
David H. Hildebrand, of Shelby County, Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MARTHA A. JONES. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1692) for the relief of 
Martha A. Jones, of Fayette County, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM B. HAMLIN. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1693) for the relief of 
William B. Hamlin, of Memphis, Tennessee; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A. F. BONNER. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1694) for the relief of 
A. F. Bonner, administrator of the estate of M. A. Bonner, of Shelb 
County, Tennessee; which was read a first and second time, e 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT n. CLEERE. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1695) for the relief of 
Robert H. Cleere, of Collierville, Tennessee; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

WHARF AND LANDING, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1696) making an 752 
e to protect the wharf and landing at the city of Memphis, 

ennessee, from further and permanent injury by the action of the 


Mississippi River; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT MEMPHIS, 
Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1697) to provide for 
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building a marine hospital at Memphis, Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. S 

WILLIAM R. WEBBER, ET AL. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1698) for the relief of 
William R. Webber and Hennie E. Revell, executors of the estate of M. 
W. Webber, deceased, of Shelby County, Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Cla ms, 
and ordered to be printed. 


RICHARD H. ANDREWS. 


Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1699) for the relief of 
Richard H. Andrews, administrator of the estate of M. H. Battle, of 
Hardeman County, Tennessee; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HIRAM JOHNSON. 

Mr. EDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1700) to place on the pension- 
roll the name of Hiram Johnson, late a private in Company A 
Seventy-ninth Illinois Volunteers; which was read a first and secon¢ 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

LIEUTENANT C. A. CUTLER. 

Mr. FORT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1701) for the relief of Lieu- 
tenant C. A. Cutler; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


RALPH P. FORD. 


Mr. HATCHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1702) for the relief of 
Ralph P. Ford, late private Companies K and B, Third Regiment Mis- 
souri State Militia; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOSEPH W. CARMACK. 


Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1703) for the relief of 
Joseph W. Carmack; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. EMMA A. PORCH. 


Mr, CRITTENDEN. A few days ago I introduced a bill for the re- 
lief of Mrs. Emma A. Porch; which was impropeny referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and I now ask that a change of refer- 
ence be made, and that it be referred to the Committee on War Claims, 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD AND BRANCHES, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I desire to offer a resolution making inquiries 
of the President what legal impediment, if any, exists for the enforce- 
ment of certain laws of Congress against the Union Pacific Railroad 
and its branches, and I ask a suspension of the rules in order to put it 
on its passage at this time. 

The SPEAKER. That is not in order now, because the House is by 
unanimous consent receiving matters for reference only. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. I unanimous consent for its consideration 
at this time. 

The SPEAKER, The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Whereas Con: did provide in the act of genes 1862, rong an act entitled 
An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Afis- 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the use of the 
same for postal, military, and otber parposos and also by the subsequent acts of 
Jaly 2, 1864, March 5, 1869, and June 20, 1874, amendatory thereof, that said rail- 

and branches should be rated and for all purposes of communication, 
travel, and transportation, so far as the public and Government are concerned, as 
one connected continuous line, without any discrimination of any kind in favor of 
the business of any or either of said companies or adverse to the road or business 
of any or either of the others; and u such basis and contract with the said 
railroad company and its branches di t to tho said Union Pacific Railroad 
Company branch companies — subsidies in bonds and lands of the United 
States, all for the purpose of aiding in the construction of said roads to be operated 


as aforesaid ; 

And whereas it is alleged the said Union Pacific Railroad Company and its branch 
companies, being the Kansas Pacific Company, the Denver Pacific Company, tho 
Central Pacific of California, the Burlington and Missouri River Company, and the 
Sioux City Branch, bave heretofore neglected and still do lect and refuse to 
operate their roads in accordance with said acts of Con at have heretofore 
operated and still do operate them — violation of same; 

And whereas by reason of said defaults, and on accountof the same, the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the public have been and are still being damaged 
and deprived of their just and lawful rights and privileges as sti; defined, 
and agreed upon in said acts aforesaid: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the President of tho United States he, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to inform the House of Representatives what legal impediments, if any, 
exist which prevent him from executing said laws in accordance with tho obliga- 
tions accepted and agreements made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and 
1 the United States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the — acta 


Mr. PRICE. I shall have to object to the consideration of that 
resolution at this time. 

DANIEL M. FROST AND OTHERS. 

Mr. GLOVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1704) for the relief of 
Daniel M. Frost and the heirs and executors of William M. McPher- 
son, of the State of Missouri ; which was read a first and second time, 
5 to the Committee on Military Affuirs, and ordered to be 
Printed. 
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GAS-LIGHT COMPANY OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. GLOVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1705) to incorporate 
the District of Columbia Gas-Light Company; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM BYERS. 

Mr. GAUSE introdnced a bill (H. R. No. 1706) for the relief of Will- 
iam Byers, of Batesville, Arkansas; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A. C. WELLBORN. ‘ 

Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1707) for the relief of 
A. C. Wellborn, administrator of the estate of Daniel T. Wellborn, of 
Phillips County, Arkansas; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF ALEXANDER G. CLEMENTS. 


Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1708) for the relief of 
Mary E. Whitehead, Fanny C. Metzger, and Henry C. and Minnie E. 
Clements, of Helena, Arkansas, heirs of Alexander G. Clements, de- 
ceased ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA. 


Mr. CRAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1709) to organize the 
Territory of Oklahoma; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRAVENS. I also present with this bill a report of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs of the last Congress, which has never yet 
seen daylight, on account of the exigencies of that time; and as it 
relates to the subject-matter of this bill I ask that it be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and hereafter, when in order, I will 
pre = it be penea He eri 

o objection was made, and the paper accompanying ill was 
also ee to the Committee on Indlan Affairs. 
SARAH J. RANEY. 


Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1710) for the relief 
of Sarah J. Raney; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARK DAVIS. 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1711) for the relief 
of Mark Davis; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

DAVID DODD, 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1712) for the relief 
of David Dodd; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PRYOR N. LEA. 
Mr. GUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1713) for the relief of Pryor 
N. Lea, of Washington County, Arkansas; which was read a 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
CIGARS AND LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1714) 
to amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to manu- 
facturers of cigars and to the sale of leaf-tobacco; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

GOVERNMENT BUILDING AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1715) making an appropriation for the extension of the United 
States Government buildings at Detroit, Michigan; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1716) authorizing the commissioners of the District of Columbia to 
prosecute cases and take appeals withont giving bond; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for the Dis- | sf 


trict of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


TRANSPORTATION OF MAILS ON LAND-GRANT RAILROADS. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1717) to repeal cer- 
tain provisions of the act of Congress approved July 12, 1876, enti- 
tled “ An act making appropriations for the Post-Office Department ;” 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

Mr, CONGER (by request of Mr. LYNDE) introduced a bill (H. R. 

No. 1718) for the publication and distribution of a new edition of the 

Medical and Surgical History of the War; which was read a first and 

second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered to 
be printed, 

IMPROVEMENT OF NAVIGATION IN TEXAS. 
Mr. CULBERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1719) for the im- 
provement of the navigation between the cities of Jefferson, in Texas, 


and Shreveport, in the State of Louisiana; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 


GALVESTON MILITARY INSTITUTE. 


Mr. GIDDINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1720) in aid of the 
Galveston Military Institute; which was read a first and second time, 
3 to the Committee on Education and Labor, and ordered to be 
prin 

ALEXANDER C. CRAWFORD. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1721) for the relief 
of Alexander C. Crawford; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CITIZENS OF BRENHAM, TEXAS. 


Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1722) for the relief 
of certain citizens of Brenham, Texas, and to pay for property appro- 
priated and destroyed by United States soldiers in September, 1868 ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCIS GUILBEAU. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1723) for the relief 
of Francis Guilbeau, of San Antonio, Texas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH IN TEXAS. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1724) to reduce the cost of the defense of the southwesterly boundary 
of the United States by the construction of a railroad and telegraph ; 
which was read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals. i 

GEORGE W. MAHER. 


Mr. BURDICK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1725) for the relief of 
George W. Maher; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


E. TROISQUOS. 

Mr. BURDICK (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1726) 
for the relief of E. Troisquos; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN HENDERSON. 

Mr. BURDICK (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1727 
for the relief of John Henderson ; which was read a first and secon: 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

JULIA J. WHEELER. 

Mr. OLIVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1728) granting a pension 
to Julia J. Wheeler; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ROLLIN J. REEVES. 


Mr. STONE, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1729) for the relief 
of Rollin J. Reeves; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVIGATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. POUND introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) relative to 
reservoirs to promote the navigation of the Mississippi River; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed, and, by unanimous consent, ordered 
to be printed in the RECORD. 

Whereas, in the preliminary report of Major F, U. Farquhar, relative to reser- 
voirs upon the headwaters of the Mississippi River, submitted February 4, 1875, 
the practicability of creating such adequate reservoirs fur the purpose of control. 
ling extreme floods and regulating the volume of water in the Be got 8 
River is fully established, it appearing from said report that reservoirs will 
command a water-shed of twenty thousand square miles and hold ninety-six and 
a half billion cubic fect of water, less than one-half of which will maintain a 
navigable stage of water until July 1—the low-water season not occurring until 
later—and one-half of the residue discharged at the rate of two thousand five hun- 
dred cubic feet per second, for one hundred aud fifty-three days of low water, will 
insure navigation for the entire season ; 


secured 
less cost, which will serve the double pu of regulating and improving the navi- 
gation of said tributaries, as well as the Kiseniasippl : Therefore, 3 

Resolved the House of Representatives (the concurring), That the Seo- 
retary of War be, and he is hereby, uested to make such examina- 
tion of the headwaters of the Saint Croix, Chippewa, and Wisconsin Rivers, in the 
States of Minnesota and Wisconsin, as is consistent with his services, to determine 
the extent and practicability of rescryoirs upon the same, and report ta this Con- 
gress the resultof such examination, together with a compilation of all informa- 
tion and reports in his office bearing upon the subject of reservoirs, by February 
15, proximo, or as early thereafter as practicablo. 

RELIEF OF CERTAIN SETTLERS ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. LUTTRELL introduced a bill (H. R. To. 1730) for the relief of 
the settlers on the Soscol tract of land, in Solano County, California; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES E. BARNES. 
Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1731) for the re- 
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lief of James E. Barnes and eleven others, citizens of the State of 
California; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
A. P. JACKSON AND OTHERS, 
Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1732) for the re- 
lief of A. P. Jackson and others; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 


printed 
NICHOLAS MARQUEZ. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1733) for the re- 
lief of Nicholas Marquez; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM H. DAVIS. 

Mr. PAGE introdueed a bill (H. R. No. 1734) for the relief of Will- 
iam H. Davis, of Oakland, Alameda County, California; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES W. DENTON. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1735) for the relief of Charles W. Denton; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CASTINGS FOR HARPER'S FERRY ARMORY. 

Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1736) bape for the 
payment of the amounts due the employés in and the contractors 
who furnished castings to the United States Armory at Harper's 
Ferry, Virginia, in March and April, 1861; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

: HARPER'S FERRY COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1737) to authorize 
and direct the Secretary of War to convey by deed to the board of 
education of the district of Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, a lot of 

und, No. 2 in block B, with the paitdings thereon, for the use of 
he common schools thereof; which was a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM J. PARKER. 

Mr. WELCH (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1738) for the 
relief of William J. Parker; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SUFFERERS BY GRASSHOPPERS. 

Mr. ROMERO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1739) for distribution of 
seeds to sufferers by grasshoppers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be 


printed, 
HENRY MEHRING. 
Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1740) for the relief of 
Henry Mehring; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


BLIGH x. WOOD. 
Mr. DER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1741) for the relief 
of Bligh E. Wood; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION, 

Mr. CORLETT introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 57) to so 
amend the Constitution as to give to the several Territories and the 
District of Columbia one member each in the House of Representa- 
tives; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SEMINARY, VIRGINIA. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTON, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
on War Claims was discharged from the further consideration of a 
bill (H. R. No. 943) for the relief of the trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal Seminary and High School in Virginia; and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 


ALFRED D. BALLOCK. 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1742) for the relief of Alfred D. Ballock ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

K ACCOUNT OF H. H. WELLS. 

On motion of Mr. FOSTER, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
on Appropriations was dis har from the further consideration of 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in relation to the account 


of H. H. Wells, United States attorney for the District of Columbia, 
for compensation for clerk hire and incidental expenses, &c.; and the 
same was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
On motion of Mr. WARNER, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
of Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the fol- 


B cases; and the same were referred to the Committee on War 
ms: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1415) for the relief of Robert S. Lindsay, captain ` 
of the Fifteenth Regiment Missouri Volunteers ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1354) for the relief of John D. Leflore and James 
C. Harris, executors of the last will and testament of Greenwood 
Leflore, deceased, of the State of Mississippi; 

Papers in the case of Walter D. Plowden; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1286) granting relief to John T. Neale, an employé 
in the Provost Marshal General's Department in 1861, for injuries sus- 
tained in the line of his duties; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1579) for the relief of Francis J. Wheeler; and 

The claim of Mary E. Darwin and heirs of Amanda Canian. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS, 


Mr. CRAVENS. Mr. Speaker, I am exceedingly anxious a report 
on Indian Affairs made at the last session of Con , which was not 
rinted, shall be printed in conjunction with the bill I introduced to- 
ay, eet which was referred to that committee. I move that report 


be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair directed the petition, and papers ac- 
company the bill. Is there objection to the printing of the report 
indicated ? 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

PAYMENT OF MESSENGERS. 


Mr. ROBERTS. Iam instructed by the Committee of Accounts to 
report the resolution which I send to the desk and to ask its present 
consideration. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That there be 2 out of the contingent fund to Henry A. Olcott and 
William H. Smith, each, the sum of $3.60 per day for services as messengers in the 
office of the Clerk of the House, from and including the 15th day of October ultimo, 
and until otherwise ordered by the House; and further, that there shall be paid out 
of the contingent fand to Watson Boyle the sum of 33.60 per day for services as 
messenger to the Speaker, from and including the Ist day of July ultimo, and until 
oth ordered by the House. 


Mr. ROBERTS. I desire to say that this resolution adds nothing 
to the force of the House, It ery. authorizes the payment of cer- 
tain messengers in pursuance of resolutions heretofore passed. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move that the rules be e and that 
the preamble and resolution which I send to the desk be adopted. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas Con, did provide in the act of July 1, 1862, being an act entitled 
“An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 


railroad 
tion, travel, and e so far as the public and Government are concerned, 
as one connected, cont: 


said railroad company and its branches did grant to the Union Pacific Railroad 
pared egy? and branch companies large subsidies in bonds and lands of the United 
tes, all for the purpose of aiding in the construction of said roads, to be operated 


Mr. CONGER. LI raise the point of order that there are six days of 
the present session after to-day, and that this is not one of the last 
six days of the session within which it is competent to move to sus- 
pend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that to-day does fall within the 
last six days of the session. 

Mr, CONGER. The session may not end until Monday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair views that point just as he views the 
point of the expiration of Congress on the 4th of March. There can 
not be two sessions of Congress at one time; one must terminate 
before the other commences. 

Mr. CONGER. But there may be a legislative session on Monday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair also thinks there might be oo 
tive session on Monday, but that would not make more than six days. 

Mr. CONGER. It would be seven legislative days including to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. There would require to 
be a legislative day on Sunday in order to make seven days. 

Mr. CONGER. There is a legislative day on Sunday. 
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The SPEAKER. It has not been the practice of the House to 
count Sunday. 

Mr. HALE. The session of Sunday has been considered as a con- 
tinuation of Saturday. 

The SPEAKER. if the gentleman from Michigan will count the 
days, the Chair thinks he will agree with him that a motion to sus- 
pend the rules is competent to-day. 

Mr. CONGER. If Sunday be not counted, that follows. I merely 
raised the question that the Chair might rule upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that this is within the last six 
days of the session, both in the letter and the spirit of the rule. 

The question being taken on suspending the rules and adopting Mr. 
CRITTENDEN’S resolution, there were—ayes 69, noes 23; no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. HALE, Evidently there is not a quorum present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there is a quorum in the Hall. 
The Chair counted some time ago. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CRITTENDEN and Mr. HALE were 
appointed. 

he House again divided; and the tellers oy aoe ayes 129, noes 41. 

So the rules were suspended (two-thirds having voted in favor 

thereof) and the resolution was adopted. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr WOOD. I rise toa privileged question. I move that when 
the House adjourns to-day it be to meet on Friday next. 

The motion was a; to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was a to. 

Mr. HALE, I move that the House do now adjourn. 

OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Interior relative to the exhaustion of 
the authorized edition of the Official Gazette of the United States 
Patent Office for October 9, 1877; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Lapuam, until December 4, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. COVERT, until Monday next, on account of illness, 

To Mr. Davis, of North Carolina, for seven days. 

To Mr. ALDRICH, until December 4. 

i oo Mr. BRENTANO, until December 4, on account of sickness in his 
‘amily. 

To Mr. LANDERS, for one week, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. STEELE, for seven days. 

To Mr. CABELL, for three days. 

To Mr. MAYHAM, for eight days. 

To Mr. Hanna, for the rest of the extra session, on account of im- 
portant business. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that the consent refused to gentlemen who 
asked for leave of absence on Friday be now granted. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I object. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I object also. 

Mr. CONGER. Why? 

Mr. DUNNELL. We do not want to be left without a quorum. 

Mr. CONGER. I think it no more than right that these gentlemen 
who have occasion to visit their families mod have leave of ab- 
sence. If seems to me absurd to refuse it. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will again ask if there is objection ? 

Mr. DUNNELL. I have objected once and I insist upon my ob- 
jection. 

Mr. CONGER. It might be presumed that the gentleman would. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. GUNTER, by unanimous consent, leave was given 
to withdraw from the files papers in the cases of William Porter, 
William 8, Turner, and Annie er aud William F. Graves, there 
being no adverse report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. MACKEY, by unanimous consent, leave was given 
to withdraw the papers in the case of William L. Reilly. 

PAY OF COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. BLAIR, by unanimous consent, from the Committee of Accounts, 
reported a joint resolution (H. R. No. 58) fixing the date on which 
the payment of the twenty-one clerks to the committees of the House 
of Representatives who are paid during the session only shall begin ; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The jointresolution, which was read, provides that the pay of twenty- 
one clerks to the committees of the House of Representatives, who 
are paid during the session only, shall begin on the day of the organi- 
zation of the House, the 15th day of October, 1877. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
beg: and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. BLAIR moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint resolu- 
5 5 ue s , and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on e table. 


The latter motion was to. 

Mr. BLAIR also, by unanimous consent, from the Committee of 
Accounts, reported the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee clerks who are 2 during the session only be 
continued in the employment of the House from t ment of the present to 
the opening of the next jon of Congress, and the Clerk of this House is hereby 
an — and directed to pay them out of the miscellaneous items of the contin- 
gent 5 

Mr. ATKINS. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Maine that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was to; and the House accordingly (at twoo’clock 
and fifty-eight minutes p. m.) adjourned until Friday. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BANKS: The petition of Alfred D. Bullock, of Everett, 
Massachusetts, for compensation for injuries sustained while em- 
ployed at the United States navy-yard at Boston, Massachusetts—to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BROGDEN: A paper relating to the establishment of post- 
routes between Littleton and Brinkleyville, Halifax and Scotland 
Neck, Jericho and Strabane, Dudley, Brogden’s Mill, Graham’s Store, 
and Bentonville, North Carolina—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. ‘ 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee: The petition of William B. 
Reed, for compensation for property taken by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr.COVERT: Memorial of Oscar F. Stanton, commander United 
States Navy, that he be restored to his proper position on the Navy 
Register—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

y Mr. COX, of Ohio: Memorial of citizens of the District of 
Columbia, relating to the taxation of citizens of the District, the im- 
rovement of the Potomac River, and appropriations for charitable 
institutions in Washington—to the,Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

By Mr, CRITTENDEN: The petition of Stephen Henry Parsons, 
for the payment of the award made in his favor against the Republic 
of Mexico—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CULBERSON: The petition of 8. J. Davenport, for pay 
for services rendered as fireman in the heating department of the 
House of Representatives—to the Committee of Accounts. 

By Mr. FELTON: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Dallas and Villa Rica, by bain i of Nebo and Hender- 
son’s Store, Georgia—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 


By Mr. GARFIELD: The penison of John McCloud, for a pension 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of J. Webber, for the passage of a bill to date pen- 
sions from the date the disability occurred—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GARTH: Papers relating to the claims of Russell M. Kil- 
burn and John R. Stutts for property taken by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GAUSE: Papers relating to the claim of the heirs of Alex- 
ander G. Clements, for the use and occupation of property by the 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims, 

Also, the petition of A. C, Wellborn, for compensation for property 
taken by the United States Army—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of William Byers, for pay as a 
member of Con to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Papers relating to the claim of George Silvers 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia: Papers relating to the claim of the 
administrator of the estate of S. H. Hill for the use and occupation of 
property by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HENKLE: epee relating to the claim of William W. Mor- 
ris—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTON: A paper relating to the claim of Ann S. McKin- 
zie for property destroyed by the United States Army—to the Com- 
9 5 podala dt heel Mrs. Mad 

papers relating to the elaim of Virginia Maddox for p 
erty 5 by the United States Army—to the aano committee. TE 

By Mr. KIDDER: A paper from Henry M. Williams, recommending 
that steam-plows and tackle be placed upon the free list—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LIGON: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Shorter’s Station, on the Western Railroad, to Deck’s 
Creek, in Macon County, Alabama—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: Resolations of the board of supervisors and 
of the board of the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, Califor- 
nia, asking for an appropriation for the erection of a post-office build- 
ing in said city—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

y Mr. MCGOWAN: Papers relating to the claim of Fred. W. Smith 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OLIVER: Papers relating to the claim of John S. Corlett 
for a pension—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ROBERTSON: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
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post- route from Pouchatoula to Chapeau Pela and from Tchefuncta to 
8 Louisiana to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 


ads. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of J. B. Raddach, L. F. Bieler, John 
R. Gould, and 179 others, of Maryland, for speedy action in regard to 
the 8 of the bill ting pensions to soldiers and sailors of the 
Mexican War—to the mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of George W. Strunk, for 
relief on account of postage-stamps stolen by burglars—to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. VANCE: A paper relating to the establishment of a post-route 
from Richland Institute to Valleytown, by way of Baptist Church, 
Qnallatown, Birdtown, Charleston, Dehart’s, and Jarrett's, North Car- 
olina—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WALSH: Papers relating to the claim of George W. Spates 
for rent of property by the United States Army—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route between Ashland and Ivy’s Mills, Tennessee—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, memorial of Edward P. McCrea, commander United States 
Navy, that an investigation be made as to whether the joint resolu- 
tion of July 1, 1870, in relation to promotions in the United States 
Navy, has been complied with—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of Mathias Opp, that he be refunded 
certain taxes wrongfully assessed and collected from him by United 
States officials—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claims of Emma G, Abbott, Matthias 
App, Isaac Bloom, Needham Branch, Benjamin Coleman, Wiley J. 
Davis, Eli T. Diamond, Henry C. Dalles, John A. Farley, John A. 
Gwinn, Elizabeth J. Hampton, John Larkin, Silas M. Luck, Mary E. 
O. McGregor, Samuel McKenna, William McKnight, James G. Moore, 
Z. C. Nolan, David Robbins, Benjamin F. Rutherford, Nancy Sea- 
wright, Reeder B. Sheppard, Thomas T. Somerville, Henry O. Sykes, 
Robert Tally, and James Tucker, for property taken and stores fur- 
nished the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers anng to the claims of Emmarilda J. Carr, David R. 
Cook, Ann E. Connell, executrix, &c., Samuel H. Dunscomb, Edgar 
McDavitt, Martha M. Parker, John T. Stratton, Joseph Tagg, and 
Mary E. Whitehead, for rent of and damages to property by the 
United States Army—to the same committee, 

Also, papers relating to the claim of William B. Hamlin for prop- 
erty destroyed by the United States Army—to the same committee. 


IN SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, November 28, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
THE JOURNAL. 


The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of Monday’s proceed- 
ings, and was interrupted by 
r. EDMUNDS. I notice, as the Clerk comes in the reading of the 
Journal to that point where it reads that Mr, THURMAN moved that 
Mr. Butler be sworn in, the Journal omits to state the truth that oc- 
curred, that Mr. EDMUNDS objected to the present consideration of 
the motion. I want the Journal to show that. 
Tue Serger ena The Journal will be amended in that 
res 
he Secretary resumed and concluded the reading of the Journal; 
and it was approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I rise to a question of privilege. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire will 
state his question of privilege. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. There is upon the table of the Senate, and the 
first case upon the Calendar of the Senate, a report from the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections with two resolutions, one that 
William Pitt Kellogg is entitled to a seat in the Senate from the State 
of Louisiana for the term of six years commencing March 4, 1877, 
the other that Henry M. Spofford is not entitled to a seat in the Sen- 
ate of the United States from the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Take the first one. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I move that the first resolution be now taken 
from the table and considered. 

Mr, THURMAN, I object. I object under the second clause of the 
eighth rule: 

Until the business of the morning hour shall have been concluded and so an- 
nounced from the Chair, no motion to proceed to the consideration of any bill, 
resolution, report of a committee, or other subject upon the Calendar shall be enter- 
tained by the Chair, unless by unanimous consent. 

Now, this is a report of a resolution. The Senator moves to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of that report. He cannot do it in the 
morning hour, except by unanimous consent. It is also a matter on 
the Calendar, and he cannot do it, except by unanimous consent, in 
the morning hour. 


Mr. WADLEIGH. I believe, Mr, President, this being a question 
of A aig ea that I have the right to call for its consideration. 


UNDS. With the 3 of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, whom I do not wish to take off the floor, I desire to call 
the attention of the Senator from Ohio to what he has undoubtedly 
overlooked. In the first place, he has forgotten to read the whole of 
the clause of the eighth rule to which he referred. I will read the 
whole of it: 

Until the business of the morning hour shall have been concluded and so an- 
nounced from the Chair, no motion to proceed to the consideration of any bill, res- 
olution, re of a committee, or other subject upon the Calendar, shall be enter- 
tained by the Chair, unless by un consent; and if such consent be given, 
the motion shall not be open to amendment, and shall be decided without debate 
spa the merits of the subject pro to be taken up; nor shall the consideration 

any subject taken up during the morning hour, except a motion to amend the 
Journal ora motion pertaining to the credentials of a Senator-elect or his admission 
to his seat, bo — unless by unanimous consent, beyond the expiration of the 
morning hour. 

I quote the rest of the clause to show that the subject of privi- 
—.i questions about Senators-elect is made an exception to the 
general force of that rule. Now, if my friend will look at the seventh 
rule he will see it does not leave a leg for his proposition to stand 
upon: 

The presentation of the credentials of Senators-electand other questions of priv- 
ilege shall always be in order, except during the reading and correction of the 
Journal, while a question of order or a motion to adjourn is pending, or while the 
Senate is dividing; and Ges Cae and motions arising or made upon ti pre- 
sentaron of such creden shall be proceeded with until disposed of- by tho 

Therefore the Senator will see that by the express letter of the 
rule upon this subject all questions of privilege touching Senators- 
elect shall always be in order, even against the presentation of peti- 
tions and memorials, and against everything except the reading of 
the Journal, questions of order arising thereon, motions to adjourn, 
and the division of the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, it is for the Chair in the first 

lace to decide between these two rules as to which of them prevails 
110 case of this sort. The language of the eighth rule is perfectly 
plain: 

Until the business of the morning hour shall have been concluded and so an- 
nounced from the Chair, no motion to proceed to the consideration of any bill, reso- 
lution, report of a committee, or other subject upon the Calendar s) be enter- 
tained by the Chair, unless by unanimous consent. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That is a legislative rule. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is a rule which comes after the seventh 
rule. Now there is no question that this subject is a “subject upon 
the Calendar;” there is no question that it is a “report of a com- 
mittee,” and this eighth rule coming after the seventh rule provides 
that no such matter shall be taken up during the morning hour ex- 
cept by unanimous consent. And what gives additional force to the 
interpretation which I place upon it is the remaining part of tho 
paragraph which the Senator read: 

And, if such consent be given, the motion shall not be open to amendment, and 
shall be decided without debate upon the merits of the subject pro d to be 
taken up; nor shall the consideration of 3 taken up during the morning 
hour, except a motion to amend the Journal or a motion pertaining to the creden- 
tials of a Senator-elect or his admission to his seat, be extended, unless by unani- 
mous consent, beyond the expiration of the morning hour. 


This last clause, which relates to the admission of a Senator-elect 
ora question pertaining to the credentials of a Senator-elect, is in 
this very same h which says that we shall not proceed to 
the consideration of a report or of any subject upon the Calendar in 
the morning hour, except by unanimous consent, showing very clearly, 
it seems to me, coupled, as I have already said, with the fact that this 
is a rule that comes after the seventh rule, that the case of the cre- 
dentials of a Senator-elect or motions that he be sworn in are within 
the purview of this clause of theeighthrnle. Ithink it is a question, 
however, that the Chair must decide, and then if any Senator is dis- 
satisfied with the decision he can take an appeal if he sees fit to doso. 

Mr. BAYARD. LI ask leave to call the attention of the Senate to 
the construction already given by the Chair to Rule 50, which pro- 
vides that— 

All reports of committees and motions to discharge a committee from the con- 
sideration of a subject, and all subjects from which a committee shall bo erg ee 
8 


shall lie one day for consideration, unless by unanimous consent the Senate 
otherwise direct. 


The point raised before the Senate and decided by the Chair was 
that that language embraced all questions, whether of the highest 
privilege or not, and the Chair, therefore, in giving its construction 
to Rule 50 overriding Rule 7, has, I think, concluded the fact upon 
the interpretation of these rules. Also in this case I may say, as a 
matter of fact, the Senator from Maryland [Mr. WHYTE] rose with a 
memorial in his hand to proceed to the business of the morning hour, 
under the rules; therefore, the fact is before the Senate that the pre- 
sentation of petitions and memorials under the eighth rule has begun, 
so far as it was in the power of a Senator to do so. 

Mr. WITHERS. I would also call to the attention of the Chair 
whether this is not the proper construction of the seventh rule, under 
the operation of which the Senator from Vermont pro to bring 
in this case as a question of privilege. That rule provides that— 

i Tos perantan of the credentials of Senators-elect, and other questions of privi- 
ege, 8 


always be in order, except during the reading and correction of tho 
Journal, while a question of order or a motion to adjourn is pending, or while the 
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Senate is dividing; and all questions and motions arising or — oo — 
tation of such credentials, shall be proceeded with until disposed of by the 


I wish to ask whether that clause does not refer to the original pre- 
sentation of the crédentials of a Senator when he first appears here. 
After the credentials, however, have been presented and action taken 
upon them so that they have been disposed of for the time, when 
they come up again on the report of a committee or by resolution 
they can claim no popros dignity by virtue of the seventh rule, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, it was not more than four or five 
weeks ago that we had this very seventh rule under consideration, 
and by tho universal acceptance of all our friends on the other side 
of the Chamber the substance and effect of the ruling of the Chair 
was exactly what I contend now, and they contended for it then; 
but metamorphoses are pretty rapid, and I suppose it would not do 
to hold to one rule a great while at a time. Now, I wish to call their 
attention, and that of my honorable friend from Virginia particu- 
larly, to this very rule that he has read. In the first place its gen- 
eral spirit, as it relates to the organization of the Senate and the 
rights of States to be represented here, is an overriding one. The 
first thing that must occur always when the Senate mects is to 
organize itself. Now, suppose credentials having been presented are 
postponed for a day, what then? We all that the presentation 
of credentials may immediately follow the reading of the Journal, to 
the exclusion of petitions and memorials and so on. Suppose the 
Senate is not ready on the presentation of credentials to allow the 
Senator named in them to be sworn in. Some question of law or 
doubt arising on the face of the papers, Senators wish to think of it, 
and accordingly postpone the matter until the next day. Now, it 
would be a very singular proposition to assert that all the business 
hour, at least according to the statement of our 


of the morning 
friends, some o which is always very important, should go on, and 
that that Senator should stand outside—if every member had made 


up his mind bat one that he was entitled to be sworn in—and wait for 
that. That will not do. But, then, look at the language of the rule; 


The presentation of the credentials of Senators-elect and other questions of 
privilege shall always be in order. 


Now, what is meant by “other questions of privilege” besides the 

resentation of credentials? It is exactly the thing that you now 
have on your table. It is the resolution reported by the proper com- 
mittee of this body that a particular person is lawfully elected a 
Senator from a particular State, and the Senate is called on to e 
upon that question and either swear him or his competitor in. That 
is the “ other question of privilege,” and it is of the same character 
precisely that the presentation of the credentials is in the very case, 
only it is the second stage in the progress of exactly the same propo- 
sition. 

My honorable friend from Ohio says that the express language of 
the eighth rule, after all, in the exception, which he did not read in 
the first place but which I did, raises a presumption in his favor. Far 
from it; exactly the reverse. In the first piaco I need not say to my 
honorable friend that the whole of the cig th rule is devoted to legis- 
lative affairs. It is petitions, memorials, reports of committees in 
general, standing and select, the introduction of bills and resolutions, 
concurrent and other resolutions; and, until they are gone throngh 
with, it says that no motion shall be entertained to proceed to the 
consideration of a bill, resolution, report of a committee, &c., all in 
the same character, falling under the head of the legislative business 
of the Senate, which is described by name in the first part of the 
rule. Then you come to the exception, and what was the necessity 
for it? You will presently see: 

Nor shall the consideration of any subject taken up during the morning hour— 


This resolution taken up— 
taken up during the morning hour, except a motion to amend the Journal ora 
motion pertaining to the credentials of a Senator-elect or his admission to his scat 
The very “ other question of privilege ” referred to in the Rule7— 
3 unless by unanimous consent, beyond the expiration of the morning 


The unfinished legislative business, whatever it may be, shall not ent 
it off then, but at whatever time the question of admitting a Senator 
comes up under the seventh rule nothing in the eighth rule shall cut it 
off. That was the necessity for putting that in, so that the unfinished 
business of the n day should not cut off the question of high 
privilege. Taking the two rules together, therefore, they stand in 
perfect harmony. The exception is put in to preserve the force of 
the seventh rule against the expiration of the morning hour and the 
unfinished business of the preceding day. 

Mr, WALLACE. Before the Senator from Vermont takes his seat, 
will he answer me why it is, if this be a question of privilege which 
shall always be in order, that under the fiftieth rule this same ques- 
tion went over yesterday and was not proceeded with? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. For the very reason that the Chair held, and I 
think rightly, just in the spirit of the debate that took place in the 
first place here some weeks ago, that to guard against surprise and 
the snapping of questions, the fiftieth rule said that every report of 
a committee, without any exception at all, should go over one day if 
objected to. 

Mr. WALLACE. The Senator therefore says that this is a question 
of privilege which would always be in order, and yet that under a 


subsequent rule of the Senate it must lie over one day,.and thus con 
tradicting the express terms of Rule 7. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It does not contradict the express terms of it at 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I shall trouble the Senate with a 
very few words more on this subject, for it is a very important one. 

The Senator from Vermont says the eighth rule relates to legislative 
business alone. That is answered by the very clause he has read, for 
it does relate in that very clause to questions of puritans that he 
cannot say that it relates to the mere passing of bills and the like. 
But there is a sufficient answer beside that, and that is that it relates 
expressly to the presentation of petitions and memorials and the re- 
ports of standing and select committees, and what we are now asked 
to consider is the report of one of the standing committees of the 
Senate. Now, Mr. President, this rule is as broad as the business of 
the Senate outside of executive business, quite as broad. 

I want to call the attention of the Chair to the fact that this rule, 
as I said, comes after Rule 7; and if the interpretation of the eighth 
rule is what the Senator from Vermont contends for, it convicts those 
who drafted this rule of the greatest neglect that could possibly be 
conceived to express their intention, for a few words wonld have 
made it perfectly clear. Sup these words were inse: “except 
suena of privilege,” after the word “Calendar;” then it wou 
read: 

Until the business of the morning hour shall have been concluded and so an- 
nounced from the Chair, no motion to proceed to the consideration of any bill, res- 
olution, report of a committee, or other subject upon the Calendar, except ques- 
tions of peviless, shall be entertained by the Chair. 

But there are no such words there. No such exception is here; 
but the Senator would put in, by inference, by implication, these 
words and make the eighth rule read precisely asif the words were 
expressly inserted in it. I say he cannot do that. 

The two rules standing together amount to this: Questions of 
privilege may be made at any time, but subject to the provision in 
this subsequent rule, the eighth rule. It is as if the eighth rule was 
a proviso to the seventh rule. It is as if the seventh rule read: 

The presentation of the credentials of Senators-elect and other questions of 
rivil shall always be in order, except during the reading and correction of the 
0! while a question of order or a motion to adjourn is pending, or while the 

Senate is dividing; and pe and motions arising or mado upon the pre- 
—— of such creden shall be proceeded with until disposed of by the 

n. 

And then would come in the eighth rule, as if it were a proviso: 

But such questions shall not be considered in the morning hour, except by unan- 
imous consent. 

That is the effect of these two rules in the relation they stand the 
one to the other and upon the terms of the rules themselves. Isay, 
then, Mr. President, that it does seem to me very clear—I will not 
say absolutely clear, for there are fow things in this life that are 
absolutely clear—it seems to me about as clear as any question of this 
kind can be, that this question cannot now be considered without 
unanimons consent. But, as I said before, it is for the Chair to decide, 
and then it is for any one who does not like the decision to take an 


a 1. 

Phe VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair has no doubt in his own mind 
as to the rule which governs the resolution under consideration. He 
thinks the seventh rule controls it; and the test question is, does the 
resolution present a question of privilege? The Chair thinks it does, 
of the highest privilege. He therefore thinks that the Senator from 
New Hampshire may call up this resolution, and it is for a majority 
of the Senate to determine whether it will proceed to its consider- 
ation. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, in order that this question may be 
decided and that we may know for all time to come how this matter 
is, I will take an appeal from what I understand to be the decision of 
the Chair. My point is not that the Senator could not make his mo- 
tion, because he could, for he might Lave obtained unanimous con- 
sent; but the Chair rules that a single objection does not prevent its 
consideration and that a majority of the Senate may proceed to its 
consideration. From that part of the decision of the Chair I appeal. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays, Mr. Presi- 


dent. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, “Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate?” 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, so that the fact may be clearly ascer- 
tained, I desire to state from my place that I rose simultaneously with 
the Senator from New Hampshire to present a memorial. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair was not aware of that fact. 
Upon the question whether the decision of the Chair shall stand as 
the judgment of the Senate the yeas and nays are demanded. 

The yeas aud nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) The illness of the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ransom] continues. He has re- 
quested me to pair with him to-day and I have todoso. If 


were here I should vote in favor of sustaining the decision of the 
air. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. Winpom.] If present, he would 
vote“ yea” and I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
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Senator from Michigan, [Mr. FRV. ] If he were here, I should vote 
“ nay” and, I suppose, he would vote “yea.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. GROVER 
is paired with the Senator from Maine [Mr. BLAINE] on all politi 
questions, This not being a political question, I have not the slight- 
est idea how either of them would vote if here. 

Mr. INGALLS. When the name of my coll e [Mr. PLUMB] was 
called I omitted to state that he is unavoidably absent from the 
city and paired with the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. ARMSTRONG.] 


e result was announced—yeas 29, nays 28; as follows: 
YEAS—Mesars. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Peunsyl- 
vania, Cameron of Christian Conkling, Conover, Dawes, 


Dorsey, Edmunds, Hoar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, ‘kwood, McMillan, Matthews, 
Mitchell Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, and Wad- 
SA YS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of West Virginia, 
Be erat eer tein ares ea aa 
bury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—23. 2 
ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Davis of Illinois, Eaton, Ferry. 
ee KEY Ingalls, Johnston, Maxey, Plumb, Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, and 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The decision of the Chair is sustained. 
Mr. THURMAN. What is the question pending now, Mr. Presi- 


dent? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, It is, will the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of a resolution, which the Secretary will report for the 
information of the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolution, in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing the binding of documents for 
members of 8 

A bill (H. R. No. 1638) to remove the political disabilities of Albert 
Miller Lea, of Navarro County, Texas; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 58) fixing the date on which the pay- 
ment of the twenty-one clerks to committees of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, who are paid during the session only, shall begin. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing the binding of documents for 
members of Con was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1638) to remove the political disabilities of Al- 
bert Miller Lea, of Navarro County, Texas, was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 58) fixing the date on which the 

ayment of the twenty-one clerks to committees of the House of 
33 who are paid during the session only, shall begin, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, reported on the 26th 
instant by the Committee on Privileges and Elections: 

Resolved, That William Pitt Kellogg is, * the merits of the lawfully en- 
titled to a seat in the Senate of the United States from the State of isiana for 
the term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of March, 1877, and that he be 
admitted thereto upon taking the proper oath. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of this resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN. On that question I ask for the yeas and nays. 

1 75 iter and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON and Mr. ANTHONY’s names were called and responded 
to amid considerable confusion in the Chamber. 

Mr. BAYARD. Has oi bats responded to the call? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Two Senators have responded. 

Mr. BAYARD. I understand this is simply 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object to debate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The roll-call has already commenced. 

Mr. BAYARD. I was informed that no one had responded. That 
was the reason why I rose, 

' The VICE-PRESIDENT. Two Senators have already responded 
and their votes have been recorded. 
5 I beg pardon of the Senate. I was not aware of 

0 t. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The roll-call will proceed. 

The Secretary proceeded with the call of the roll. 

Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) On this question Iam 
paired with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Ransom. 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) I am paired on gar 
tion with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. FERRY.] If he were here, 
I should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. McMILLAN, (when Mr. Winpom’s name was called.) My col- 
league [Mr. WinpDoM1 is absent from the city. He is paired with the 
Senator from Virginia, Ar. JOHNSTON.) he were here, my col- 
league would vote “ yea” on this question. 


e roll-call was concluded. 


Mr. INGALLS, My colleague [Mr. PLUMB] is unavoidably absent 


from the city. If he were here, he would vote “yea,” 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to state that my colleagne [Mr. ARM- 
STRONG] is paired with the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB, Jand I 
presume neither one of them will be here during the remainder of 
this called session. Were he here, my colleague would vote “nay.” 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] havin 
requested me to do so, I announce once more that he is paired wit 
the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. BARNUM.] The Senator from 
Maine was compelled to go home. If he were here, he would undoubt- 
edly vote “yea” on this motion, 

. EATON. Perhaps I ought to state, as this is an important 
uestion, that I am paired with the Senator from California, [Mr. 
ARGENT ;] and, as my friend from New York has stated, my colleague 

[Mr. BarNuM]is paired with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. HAMLIN. ] 
It is t n to say how any of these gentlemen would vote. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am requested to state that the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. BLAINE ] is absent on account of illness. If he were here, 
he would vote in the affirmative. He is paired with the Senator from 
Oregon, [Mr. GROVER, ] who probably would vote the other way. 

The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
8S 1 of Wisconsin, Chaffee, 8 Conkling. Conover, Dawes, 
5 — unds, Hoar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, 
Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, Saunders, Spencer, ‘Teller, and Wad- 


leigh—29. 
AYS—Messrs. Bailey, Ba: Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Illinois, Davis 
Hereford, Hill, Jones of Flor- 


of West Virginia, Dennis, Garland, Gordon, Harris, 
ida, Kernan, 4 reery, McDonald, McPherson. Merrimon, Morgan, Pat- 
terson, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and With. 


ABSENT—Messrs. 9 Barnum, Blaine, Eaton, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, 
Ingalls, Johnston, Maxcy, Plumb, Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, and Windom—15. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Upon the question, will the Senate now 

roceed to the consideration of the report of the Committee on Privi- 

eges and Elections in the case of William Pitt Kellogg, the yeas are 
29 and the naysare 29. The vote of the Senate being equally divided 
the Chair votes in the affirmative, and the Senate proceeds to the 
consideration of the resolution. The Secretary will again read the 
resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That William Pitt Kell is, upon the merits of the case, lawfully 
entitled to a seat in the Senate of the United States from tho State of Louisiana 
for the term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of March, 1877, and that ho 
be admitted thereto upon taking the proper oath. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I move to strike out all after the 
word “ resolved ” and insert what I send to the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio offers an amend- 
ment to strike out all after the word “resolved” and insert the 
words which will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

That M. C. Butler be now sworn as a Senator from the State of South Carolina, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr, President, very likely this amendment, as well 
as the original resolution, will lead to some debate. To-morrow is 
Thanksgiving Day, and there are only two days more I think be- 
fore the first Monday in December—I mean working days. My pur- 
pose in rising now is to suggest to our friends on the other side 
whether we can come to some understanding upon the subject of 
taking a vote upon the Kellogg case and the Spofford case with it, 
which will dispose of that report both ways if one vote does not 
dispose of it, and then dispose of Mr. Butler’s case. I for one am 
not dis: to make an unne occupation of time in the dis- 
cussion of either of these questions; and therefore in order to have 
our friends on the other side understand as far as I am concerned 
that the consideration of Mr. Kellogg’s case shall not lead to driving 
Mr. Butler's case beyond the session, and that we may take a vote 
upon both of them fairly now as the committee has been discharged 
from the latter, I make this suggestion, that by a unanimous under- 
standing we vote upon the Kellogg question on Friday at one o’clock 
and on the Butler question on Saturday at one o’clock. 

Several SENATORS. Both on the same day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If there is no desire to debate that longer, I will 
say the same day for both. I do not wish to sh off. 

. THUR . Mr. President, there has n a gentleman hero 
so long that the Senator from Vermont seems to have utterly forgot- 
ten his existence. That gentleman is Mr. Eustis, who has stood here 
without any competitor for a seat for more than a year, It is twenty- 
two months since his credentials were presented; and it is more than 
a year since the Senate decided that Mr. Pinchback was not entitled 
to the seat. The Senator seems to have forgotten Eustis. 

Mr. CONKLING. Has he been reported from the committee? 

: ear rte He has not been, and Heaven only knows whon 

e will be. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the committee be disc 7 

Mr. THURMAN. That will be, I hope, whenever I can get a vote, 
in case they do not report. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I can assure the Senator from Ohio that there 
will be a report on the Eustis case at this session, in season to be 
acted on. I will state that the case would have been acted on had it 
not been for the prolonged sitting of the Senate which prevented 
action. 
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Mr. THURMAN.” I am delighted to hear that. 

Mr. HOAR. When the Eustis case was originally 38 up in 
the Senate, at the boginning of the present session, the honorable 
Senator from Illinois who sits on my left [Mr. Davis] stated to the 
Senate, as one of his reasons for voting not to discharge the com- 
mittee from that case at that time, that he had been informed by 
me that the case would be shortly reported. His statement was not 
precisely accurate, but it was so substantially accurate that I let it 
pass without any disclaimer. It would not have been proper for me 
to have stated exactly in those words what the committee would do, 
for I had no authority whatever to speak for them. What I said was 
that I should have moved myself to take it up in the committee that 
day if the motion had not been pending to discharge the committee 
at the time, which justified in substance the remark of the honorable 
Senator from Illinois; and for one I have everywhere been in favor 
and am now of bringing the Enstis case to the attention of the Sen- 
ate at the very earliest possible moment, and I state that it is my 
belief that if the session of yesterday had not occupied the hours 
between ten and twelve so that all the committee were in the Sen- 
ate and could not attend the meeting of the committee, the Eustis 
ease would have been reported to the Senate yesterday morning. Of 
course I can speak for no other member of the committee; it would 
not be in the least proper; but it is my personal belief that that case 
would have been reported to the Senate yesterday morning if the 
Senate had not been in session at the hour when the committee would 
otherwise have met. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Asa member of the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections I am not able to say myself at what time the commit- 
tee will report on the case of Mr. Eustis. The published proceedin 
of that committee do show that on the 12th day of this month I su 
mitted a motion to take up the case of Mr, Eustis, and the published 
proceedings still further show that the committee without giving 
me a hearing upon that motion adjourned the meeting and did not 
meet for one whole week; and when they did meet and I pressed my 
motion on the consideration of the committee they voted wiy it on 
the table. Now, sir, I do not know what that committee will do; 
but I say in its presence that it moves “in such a mysterious way its 
wonders to perform” that I am unable to say whether we shall ever 
have the Eustis case here from that committee. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, just one question I wish to ask 
the Senator from Delaware. I do not wish to make a speech or take 
up the time of the Senate. The Senatorsays that the committee ad- 
journed one week. Now, I submit if the Senator does not know that 
the occasion of that adjournment was the death of Senator Morton. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The Senator from Delaware, a member of the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, seems to have nothing but 
censure for the actions of that committee. I amsomewhat surprised 
at that. He refers to the published proceedings of the committee. 
That record will show that the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions of this body have used extraordinary diligence to dis of the 
cases before it at this session. It will show that it has had frequent 
meetings, daily meetings both in the morning and in the afternoon 
after the adjournment of the Senate on several days during this ses- 
sion. It has lost no time; it has been occupied constantly in the 
settlement of the case of Kellogg and Spofford; counsel have been 
before it; and the committee has saved to the Senate of the United 
States in the course it has taken upon the question more time than 
has been occupied in this whole extra session of Congress. It has 
been able to dispose of that case so that the Senate will have it be- 
fore them with the testimony in the case and can now and here dis- 
pose of it at this session. 

The Senator knows that the case of Eustis referred to this morn- 
ing was called up immediately after the Kellogg case was disposed 
of. He knows that a subcommittee was appointed to report upon 
that case, and that nothing but the continuons session of this Senate 
has prevented a report to the full committee. It is true the Senator 
did make a motion to take up the Eustis case in the midst of the 
trial of the Kellogg-Spofford case. I must say the Senator has ex- 
hibited unusual zeal in the Eustis case. It seems to me that every 
time the question of Spofford-Kellogg would admit of a delay for an 
instant, the Senator would interpose a motion for the Eustis case to 
be taken up. Asis 3 to me, every time the committee were 
engaged in doing the business of the committee, engaged in doing 
matters which the Senator did not wish to do, he was willing to take 
up the Eustis case, 

Mr. President, the only reason why I make these remarks is to 
justify this committee in the course it has taken and to show that 
the Senator from Delaware a member of that committee has not done 
justice to his committee. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I supposed, after the statement 
I made the other day, that my friend from Delaware would not again 
misrepresent the Committee on Privileges and Elections and the sub- 
fect again would not come up in this C ber, and that I should not 

obliged again to state a fact which all the members of the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections know and which entirely accounts 
for the week of time which is now made the occasion of a charge 
against that committee. 

The statements made by both Mr. Kellogg and Mr. Spofford, when 
they first came before the committee, involved sending to Louisiana, 
brirging from there certain records, summoning certain witnesses, 


and proving certain matters of fact. The Committee on Privileges 
and Elections felt that possibly if a subcommittee of that committee 
should go over these statements, select the specific matters which 
each desired to prove, and then get the two contestants with the com- 
mittee, they might go over the whole matter and get them to agree 
upon certain facts, so that the delay of sending to Louisiana and the 
expense of that proceeding might be avoided. Nobody on the com- 
mittee objected to such a thing as that, and accordingly a subcom- 
mittee was appointed, of which I was the chairman, and they pro- 
ceeded to that work, and finally at the end of a week, after respi 
every day, or at least I was en some portion of every day wit! 
the contestants in examining their papers, they finally on Friday last, 
I think, came together. That is to say, the statements which they 
filed at that time seemed to indicate to me that it would not be neces- 
sary to send to Louisiana. 

I saw Mr. Spofford and told him that as a member of the Commit- 
tee on Patents I was engaged in a hearing there which had been ap- 
pointed before the meeting of the Senate, that my attendance there 
was necessary, but that if he desired that I should call the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections together on Saturday, I would give up 
the meeting of the Committee on Patents, neglect my duties there, 
and attend to his case. He said that he did not ask that because he 
did not think he would be quite ready with hisstatement until Mon- 
day. He not informing me that he desired to attend to the hearing 
on Saturday, I called a meeting for the next Monday and then the 
hearing was proceeded with. 

Tuat will account for the week in which no meetings of the com- 
mittee were held. The subcommittee of the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections, of which I was the chairman, was engaged that week 
in trying to bring the two contestants ther and in obtaining from 
them certain agreements upon matters of fact, which would have pre- 
vented a large expense and t delay ; and now that is met here 
by a memberof the Committec on Privileges and Elections, who knows 
the facts, as a charge against his own committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have only a word to say at this 
time to my friend from Vermont, in answer to the request that we 
may come to some understanding about the time we shall vote, and 
that is, that the very moment the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions shall make their report in the Eustis case, whether it be for him 
or against him, I shall be ready, as far as I am concerned and so far 
as I can get the votes of others, to come to an understanding when 
we shall vote on all three cases in the order in which they come, and 
everything about them. But, until that report shall be made, I can- 
not, as at present advised, come to any understanding. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, Then we had better go ahead. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, one word in reply to what has 
bee said by the Senators from Oregon, Minnesota, and New Hamp- 

ire 


The Senator from Oregon said that the reason of the delay on my 
motion, to which I referred in the remarks I made before, was that 
the chairman of that committee, Senator Morton, had deceased, and 
therefore we adjourned on that account. The motion which I made 
was subsequent to the death and burial of Senator Morton. The 
Senator from Oregon, therefore, is wholly mistaken in his memory 
on that point. 

In reference to what has fallen from the Senator from Minnesota 
and the Senator from New Hampshire, I desire to state that I do not 
wish to do any injustice to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
whatever, neither do I believe that I have done any injustice in stat- 
ing what the published record of that committee itself discloses. I 
have said nothing against the committee; I have simply stated the 
facts which the published proceediugs of the committee reveal to the 
Senate, that a motion was made on the 12th of the present month to 
take up the case of Mr. Eustis, and that a motion to adjourn immedi- 
ately followed, and that motion to adjourn, as the record shows, was 
made by the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. MCMILLAN. ] 

Mr. McMILLAN. Will the Senator allow me to make a statement 
in regard to that, explanatory 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I prefer to finish my remarks now. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Allow me just to make a suggestion there which 
will explain that more fally. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire now to complete my own remarks. 

Mr. McMILLAN, It is a very important statement that I desire to 
make to qualify the statement the Senator makes. 

Mr. SA BURY. The Senator charged me, in bringing that fact 
to the attention, with doin ey Seay The committee itself had fur- 
nished the information to the Senate. It is published in its proceed- 
ings, not for the use of members of the committee, as was said at one 
time by the Senator from Minnesota; but it published it for the 
world, and I stated nothing but a fact which the committee itself had 


revealed. 

I do not undertake to say what the motive of the Senator from 
Minnesota was in ae t motion. I leave that te the infer- 
ences of the Senate and the country. I speak of the fact that when 
the motion was made to take up the Eustis case the Senator from 
Minnesota moved immediately to adjourn. I did not impute any mo- 
tive to the Senator making t motion. He, however, becomes ex- 
ceeding sensitive because a fact to which he was aparty, a motion which 
he made, was brought to the attention of the Senate in the remarks 
which I made this morning. The published proceedings of the com- 
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mittee show that fact. I was laying the fact before the Senate with- 
out imputing motives to Senators members of that committee; and 
yet the Senator from New Hampshire and the Senator from Minne- 
sota seek to make the impression that I am doing great injustice to 
the committee. Iam doing no injustice. I speak of what the record 
itself speaks, leaving the Senate to make its inferences, leaving the 
Senator from Minnesota and the Senator from New Hampshire to 
make their explanations. 

Now, Mr. President, what I have stated is shown by the record. 
They are facts. From them, if I were to draw myself any inference, 
Ishould draw a very different conclusion from that which is sought 
to be made by the Senator from Minnesota or the Senator from 
New Hampshire, that the committee was proceeding with due dili- 
gence to the consideration of the questions that were before it, be- 
cause, after that motion was made, as the proceedings of the com- 
mittee will show, for one whole week there was no meeting. The 
Senator from New Hampshire says that a subcommittee was en 
in preparing the case of Mr. Kellogg and Mr. Spofford; that is, in 
seeing whether there could be an agreement between Mr. Spofford 
and Mr. Kellogg in reference to the facts of their case. I admit that 
there was a subcommittee, of which the Senator from New Hampshire 
[Mr. WADLEIGH] and the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. MERRI- 
MON] were members, to see if there could not be an ment on the 
statements of fact between the contestants; but did that preclude 
the meeting of the committee? Was their time so constantly en- 
gaged? Ihave not seen evidence of it. Not a single line in the 
shape of a report is upon the records of the committee from thatsub- 
committee. It had 8 interviews with these gentlemen; but 
these gentlemen made their own statements. There was no report 
of the subcommittee, but they simply brought in the written state- 
ments of the parties to the contest. Ido no injustice to that com- 
mittee in saying that notwithstanding the onerous duties of the sub- 
committee, of which the Senator from New Hampshire and the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina were the only members, there could have 
been meetings every day of the entire committee, in my humble 
judgment. If that is doing injustice to the subcommittee, if that is 
doing injustice to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, I can- 
not help it. Itis the honest conviction of my mind. And I know 
that several members of the committee went daily to the committee- 
room to see if they would meet. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
HILL] and my:elf both went there, supposing that upon the regular 
day of the meeting of the committee there would be a meeting, and 
when we got there the committee was not there; there was no meet- 
ing; and we felt that we had a right to complain of the action in not 
having the regular meeting of the committee on the regular day. 

Ido not desire to impute motives to gentlemen, but I mean to 
defend my own self and justify my own view in reference to this 
matter. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The Senator stated that I made a motion to 
adjourn pending his motion in committee to take up the Eustis 
case. That is true, and I am sorry the Senator did not state all 
the facts which qualify that circumstance. I will add to the state- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware that we had a full morning ses- 
sion of the Committee on Privileges and Elections; the committee 
clock indicated that the time was within fifteen minutes of twelve 
o’clock, the hour of the meeting of the Senate, when the Senator 
made his motion, a temporary lull having transpired in the considera- 
tion of the Kellogg-Spofford case. It was on Saturday morning. 
The committee expected to adjourn until Monday, meeting always 
upon the call of the chairman after an adjournment. My recollec- 
tion is not distinct whether the committee met upon the Monday 
morning or not; but, if it did not, it was because it was preventéd by 
the meeting of the subcommittee and the postponement of the meet- 
ing of the full committee until we could hear their or upon which 
we were to act. The Senator says the committee could have held ses- 
sions every day of the week. There was a physical possibility of that 
character. So I apprehend the standing and special committees of 
the Senate could hold meetings during all the sessions of the Senate 
if the Senate would permit it. Members of those committees could 
absent themselves from the floor of the Senate and know nothing 
abont what transpired in the Senate and take no part in the action 
of the Senate for which they would be held responsible both to the 
Senate and the country. So the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions could have met, and the subcommittee could have absented 
themselves if the full committee would have permitted it without 
reporting it to the Senate; but the matter committed to that com- 
mittee for its disposition could not have been disposed of faithfully 
and intelligently and consistently with the duties of the members of 
that committee in that way. 

Now, Mr. President, no dispute exists between the Senator from 
Delaware and myself that affects anything except the question of 
courtesy between the members of a committee to the committee of 
which they are members. I can always be able to explain theaction 
of a committee of which I am a member consistently with the 
faith of the committee, because none of the committees with which 
I am connected have ever attempted to do anything that was not 
honorable and fair and just, and include in thatthe Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, of which the Senator from Delaware and 
myself are both members. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, there is no real difference between the 


gentlemen of the committee, in my judgment. The facts stated by 
the Senator from Delaware are certainly true, and no man will con- 
trovert them. They are literally and exactly true. The explana- 
tions given by the Senator from New Hampshire, and, as far as I lis- 
tened, by the Senator from Minnesota, are also correct. The real 
truth is that the committee has been diligent. The committee is not 
entitled to any censure for any failure to work. It has worked, and 
worked well. I must bear that testimony. The difference is this: 
Some of us thought that the committee on several occasions could 
have taken up and disposed of the Eustis case and ought to have done 
so. Thatis our opinion. We thought the condition of business be- 
fore the committee justified, authorized, and required that. As I 
stated the other day, the other 8 of the committee honestly 
thought that having taken up tbe Kellogg case and being diligently 
engaged in the prosecution and investigation of the Kellogg case, 
they were under no obligation and ought not at any time during the 
consideration of that case to take up the Eustis case even though 
there might be days when by reason of the condition of the Kellogg 
case we could not work in that case. 

That is the whole story. The facts are as the Senator from Dela- 
ware states them, and we on the days mentioned by him were anxious 
that the committee, being unable to proceed with the Kellogg case, 
having, it is true, as the Senator from New Hampshire states, a sub- 
committee out at work, thought that the subcommittce might work 
when the general committee was not in session, and that while the 
subcommittee was not at work and at other times during the da 
the general committee could have met and considered the Eustis 
case. That is the only difference between us, and I do not think any 
gentleman is to be censured or that the committee itself is to be 
censured, I do not myself censure them. I simply differ with them. 

Mr. HOAR. Before the honorable Senator from Georgia sits down 
I desire to ask him a question, with his leave. 

Mr. HILL. Well, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. It is a question which does not relate to the point in 
regard to the past action of the committee, but relates to the present 
condition of the Eustis case, and is without regard to the question 
whether it could or could not or should or should not have been pre- 
viously brought up. I want to see whether the Senator from Georgia 

with me as to the present condition of the Eustis case. I ask 
whether Mr. Eustis did not appear and argue his case before the com- 
mittee on Monday morning of this week, and whether the case was 
not then referred to a subcommittee of which the Senator from 
Georgia is one, and whether if the extraordinary session beginning on 
Monday at twelve o’clock and lasting until Tuesday at four o’clock 
had not taken place, itis not the sedemen’ of the Senator from 
Georgia that the Eustis case might have been reported to the Senate 
by this time. I want to ask the honorable Senator if he does not 
entirely concur with me in that narrative as to the present condition 
of the Eustis case ? 

Mr. HILL. I will say frankly that the facts stated by the Senator 
from Massachusetts are precisely correct, with this simple qualifica- 
tion, that with the knowledge in his possession he is justified in be- 
lieving that but for the prolonged session of the Senate the Eustis 
case would have been reportedon yesterday ; but with my 5 
of the condition of that case, I being upon the subcommittee and he 
not being on it, I think it would not have been reported on yester- 
we Rg 2 7 have been reported on to-day. 

HO I stated to the Senate a little while ago that I thought 
it would have been reported yesterday; but my question to the hon- 
orable Senator from Georgia was whether he did not think it would 
have been reported by this time. 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand we both agree on that. 

Mr. HILL. I think it could have been reported to-day. That is 
all true, and there is no difference between us on that subject, All 
these gentlemen are right in their facts and the reasons given for 
them. I think the reason of our friends on the other side are sim- 
ply insufficient for the delay in the Eustis case. They think they 
are sufficient. I think, as my friend from Delaware says, that they 
are exceedingly insufficient. That is an honest difference of opinion, 
and I think therefore there is no necessity for an issue about it. 

But, Mr. President, there is one thing very certain. Gentlemen on 
committees have a right to differ and to have their own reasons for 
preferring to push one case ahead of another; and when we get into 
the Senate members belonging to different parties in the Senate may 
have an idea that they have a right to be pushing one case in prefer- 
ence to another, and in the result of this collision of opinion in behalf 
of what I am tempted to say is mere party interest somebody will 
suffer unjustly. That is not right. There is a contest and a serious 
contest in what is known tothe country as the Kellogg-Spofford case. 
There is much less of a contest in what is known as the Butler-Cor- 
bin case. The condition now before the Senate is this: The Senate 
by its action is bringing a contest between the Kellogg-Spofford case 
and the Corbin-Butler case as to which shall be h and disposed 
of first. Thatis all. Now the point I make is that while you are 
making an issue between Kellogg and Spofford and delaying that 
ease, and while you are making an issue between Butler and Corbin 
and delaying that case, and while you are making an issue between 
these two cases, Kellogg and Spofford as against Butler and Corbin, 
which is to be first heard, here stands a man outside whose right no- 
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body contests, whose right to a seat on this floor nobody disputes, 
and he comes from a State that has no representative here, no oppor- 
tunity to be heard upon any of these contests. You are passing upon 
nominations almost daily affecting his State, and he is outside and 
has no chance to be heard and you keep him excluded. Why? Not 
because there is any real doubt about his case; not becanse there is 
any contest in the case; not because anybody disputes his right, for 
these things are conceded; but you keep him waiting, waiting, for no 
reason but that gentlemen for other interests—I dare say they think 
they justify them for taking the course they do—insist on disposing 
of other cases first. 

Mr. President, I for one stand up here to say, without reference to 
politics, withont reference to party, that is wrong. I care not whether 
it comes from the committee or whether it is a feeling existing in the 
Senate, I say it is all wrong. I say you have no right to delay Mr. 
Eustis one hour use of a delay being necessary and proper in 
other cases that are contested. We owe it to the State of Louisiana 
to give to her undisputed Senator a seat on this floor at the very 
earliest possible moment. We owe it to that Senator; we owe it to 
this Senate; and we owe it to the conntry. And in saying this I am 
actuated by no desire to get what you may call any party advantage. 
I would say the same thing if the gentleman occupying the position 
of Mr. Eustis belonged to the other party. It would make no differ- 
ence with me. My point is that he ought to be admitted without 
any reference to anybody else; and it is so the more forcibly because 
he has been here twenty-two months. A portion of that time, it is 
true, there was another contestant, but only about a month of that 
time. He has been here about twenty-one months without a con- 
testant at all, and there have been some eight or nine months of con- 
gressional and senatorial session during those twenty-one months; 
and yet this gentleman during that whole time has been denied his 
seat. There may have been reasons at a certain time why his case 
was not pressed, and Iam blaming nobody for it; but I do say that 
when the Senate realizes the fact that here stands a contestant with 
his credentials conceded and nobody disputing them, and his State 
unrepresented on this floor, it is high time that we should consider 
whether we ought not at once to admit him into this body. 

It is said his case is before the committee. That is true. Mr. 
President, mere forms ought never to stand in the way of doing a 
substantial right. I should not have referred to anything in the 
committee on the Eustis case, except in answer to the question pro- 
pounded by the Senator from Massachusetts, nor will I say anything 
now further than in answer to the point first propounded, except to 
say what I believe every member of that committee will concede, 
that there is no contest of fact in that case; there is really nothing 
for the committee to do but to report the case. I will not give any 
intimation what that report will be; I have no right to do so; but 
every fact in that case is before the committee, and there are really 
no facts in it, except that here stands a gentleman with his creden- 
tials, asking for admission. His credentials are not in the usual form 
for a reason that has been given to.the committee and adjudged by 
precedents in the history of this body as amply sufficient. 

Now, if to do right is our desire, if to do justice is our object, why 
not unanimously agree that this case shail now be considered, and Mr. 
Eustis sworn in? Iam glad to see my friends on the other side com- 
ing to the idea of having an understanding. The best understanding 
in the world is todo right. Start that way. Do justice to aman that 
nobody has anything against—a man that nobody disputes. Admit 
that man who has no contestant. If you disagree with me that he 
ought to be admitted, reject him. You ought to have rejected him 
months 1 77 if you were not going to admit him, because, if you had 
rejected him Lonisiana would have had a Senator here lon 8 
The delay, therefore, is unjust to him, unjust to his State, and Ithink 
unjust to the country. $ 

suggest to my excellent friend, the Senator from New Hampshire, 
the chairman of the committee, that he may be ready to report at 
this moment. I have not a doubt that the committee is ready to re- 
port now. If you want to report, three lines will contain the report 
of the committee. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Has the subcommittee had a meeting ? 

Mr. HILL. Well, no; but thesubcommittee havea at least 
a majority of them and I believe they will agree unanimously. There 
is no difference between us, I think. The subcommittee can agree 
right now. It is one of those cases that has nothing in it—nothing 
to differ on. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Georgia yield to 
the Senator from Oregon? 

Mr. HILL. Yes. 

Mr. MITCHELL. The Senator from Georgia, in hisspeech for the 
last fifteen minutes, has given the impression to the Senate and the 
country to the effect that there was no question at all in the Eustis 
case; and that the Committee on Privileges and Elections and the 
Senate had been delaying action on the application of a claimant to 
a seat in this body for mouths and months where there was no ques- 
tion at all to be considered or determined. The Senator did not con- 
fine his statement to the point that there was no difference of opinion 
as to the facts, but that there was no controversy, aud no contestant. 
The honorable Senator will bear me out when I say that, for a long 
time after the date of the election of Mr. Eustis and the issuance to 


him of the credentials under which he claims, there was a contestant 
to the place bere, namely, Mr. Pinchback. 

Mr. HILL. Only abont one minute. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Sometime. But I did not care about referring 
to that particularly. Again, the Senator will bear in mind that a 
question at least of considerable importance has been raised in the 
Eustis case, a question of law, a question of fact, too, if you please, 
namely, whether or not, at the time Mr. Eustis was elected, there 
was a vacancy that the Legislature could fill. That question, the 
Senator from Georgia will remember, was suggested in the Senate in 
a speech of some length by the honorable Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
EDMUNDS] a few days ago when that matter was up; and the further 
question was raised, as the Senator from Georgia will bear in mind, 
that even admitting that there was a vacancy at that time which the 
Legislature of the State of Louisiana had a right to fill, still the pa- 
pers which Mr. Enstis presents as credentials are not in the form 
which the law would require in material matters. So then, instead 
of the case being precisely as stated by the honorable Senator from 
Georgia, one where there is no kind of question, no controversy at 
all, it is a case where two at least rather important questions have 
been suggested. 

Again, the honorable Senator from Georgia says that the subcom- 
mittee have had no meeting, but that they have agreed. Now, I au 
a member of the subcommittee myself, and that is why I rose to 
speak at this time. I should not have done so had it not been for the 
statement of the Senator from Georgia. How the Senator from 
Georgia can say that the subcommittee has agreed, when the sub- 
committee has never had any meeting, is something I cannot exactly 
understand. I will say to the Senator from Georgia, however, and 
to the Senate, that for one I am prepared to decide the Eustis case in 
two minutes, if the Senate will adjourn long enough to permit the 
subcommittee to get together. I do not say how I will decide it, nor 
do I intend to say how I will decide it, until the subeommitte meets; 
but I am ready to decide it as one member of that subcommittee; I 
am anxious to decide it as one member of that subcommittee. I be- 
lieve the wholo of that subcommittee are anxious and willing to 
decide it and are able to decide it and will decide it in half an hour 
after we meet, and be able to make the report to the full committee; 
and I fully concur with what the chairman of the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections has said, that the committee will be able, 
the subcommittee and the full committee, to decide the question and 
report upon it so that action can be had upon the case at the present 
session of tan sg 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, in this world (and the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections is not an exception to the rest of the world) 
there are some things whigh are and there are other things which 
only appear to be. When Í said that there was really nothing in this 
Eustis case about which there was a controversy or a difference of 
opinion or a contest of fact, I was simply manifesting my great con- 
fidence in the intelligence, fairness, and ability of the subcommittee, 
who would only conclude, as I believe, that there was nothing in the 
shape of a contest in the Eustis case except what appears to be. My 
friend says that the credentials of Mr. Eustis are informal. That I 
conceded. That I stated. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I said it was suggested that they were informal 
in material points. I do not say that is so. 

Mr. HILL. No; they are simply informal in this, that the evidence 
of Mr. Eustis’s election is found in the proper authentication of the 
proceedings of the Legislature, otherwise than by the certificate of the 
governor; that is all. Governor Kellogg did not give Eustis a cer- 
tifieate, because, as he said at the time, Mr. Pinch baek was claiming 
the seat, and he would not give Mr. Eastis a certificate; that is all. 
But the fact of his election, of which the governor's certificate is only 
needed as evidence, is just as clear without it as with it; and there 
is not a member of the committee who doubts the fact that Mr. Eus- 
tis was elected. Therefore, with all due deference to my friend, I 
mean to say that that is an issue which appears to be, but which is, 
not. Sothe other question, the question to which the Senator alluded, 
is a mere question of law. It is not a question of fact; it is not a 
question in which there is any misunderstanding about the facts; itis 
simply a question which was suggested, only suggested, by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont as to whether the Legislature could proceed to 
fill a vacancy under the law at a time when there was a claimant for 
that seat whose claim was before the Senate and had not been de- 
termined. That is simply a legal question, and it is entitled to be 
considered as appearing to be a question, chiefly, I need not say only, 
because so distinguished a lawyer as the Senator from Vermont sug- 

ted it. There is nothing in the world in the question itself, noth- 
ing whatever; but still, the Senator from Vermont suggested it. It 
is very plausible, and has more or less effect at once, for the moment; 
but as soon as you look at the qnestion, in three minutes you willsee 
there is nothing in it. So with the question of the informality of the 
credentials removed, and with the question of the controversy, which 
is only a seeming controversy, about a vacancy being declared re- 
moved, there is nothing whatever left in the case. 

I make these remarks hoping that by unanimous consent, in the 
liberal spirit manifested by the Senator from Vermont and the gen- 
tlemen on the other side this morning to dispatch this business and 
have an understanding, we proceed to take up the Eustis. case, dis- 
charge the committee, if you please, for there is nothing fer the com- 
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mittee to do but report, and swear in Mr. Enstis. But I know that 
cannot be done; the case before us cannot be passed by without unan- 
imous consent. As, however, lam afraid that the gentlemen have 
not got quite so liberal yet as to agree nnanimously to lay aside this 
other matter informally and swear in Mr. Eustis I will not press it. 
I have only made these remarks in the interest of right and with a 
view of saying that while the facts stated by my friend from Dela- 
ware are correct, while the reasons given for their difference on those 
facts by the Senator from New Hampshire and the Senator from Min- 
nesota are correct, there is really no difference of opinion. Ithink the 
Senate would reg a high duty and give a beautiful evidence of 
liberality and justice by swearing in Mr. Eustis, against whom there 
is no objection. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. President, the statement made by the Sena- 
tor from Georgia has been of such a character that if I were to re- 
main silent it would seem as though I assented to the position that 
there was nothing whatever in the Eustis case which deserves an 
examination. For myself I wish to say as a member of the subcom- 
mittee of the Committee on Privileges and Elections that I have 
never intimated any opinion upon that case. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator from Minnesota will allow me to say that 
I did not intend in any remarks I made to give the slightest intima- 
tion that anybody on the subcommittee or the general committee had 
told me his opinion. I simply said that I took it for granted there 
was not really any difference in the committee, either the subcom- 
mittee or the general committee, as to the facts I stated. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The gentleman considers the case is so plain 
that there can be no difference of opinion, and therefore he coneſudes 
that there is no difference between the members of the subcommittee. 
Now, it may be that when we come to the consideration of the questions 
involved in the case, I may concur with the Senator from Georgia, or I 
may satisfy him that he isin error. The facts of the case, so far as 
they are presented by the record as the Senator from Georgia has 
stated them, I think are not fully known by him. The Senator seems 
to be of opinion that there are no other credentials here in any form 
than the extract from the journal of the Legislature of Lonisiana 
under which Mr. Eustis claims a seat. There was another election 
for Senator of the United States at the same session of the Legisla- 
ture at which Mr. Eustis was elected, as I understand it. 

Mr. McDONALD. Will the Senator from Minnesota allow me to 
ask him a question ? 

Mr. McMILLAN, I will, sir. 

Mr.McDONALD. Have the credentials of any other person claim- 
ing to be a Senator for that term been presented to the Senate or re- 
ferred to the committee? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Not referred to the committee but presented to 
the Senate. They had formerly been referred to the committee but 
came back at the expiration of the session of Congress and are now 
lying on the Secretary’s desk unreferred. 

Mr. McDONALD. The credentials of what n? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Of Mr. Pinchback. Mr. Pinchback was elected 
at the same session of the Legislature at which Mr. Eustis was elected. 
This was a second election of Mr. Pinchback as a Senator from Lou- 
isiana. The first credentials under which Mr. Pinchback came, and 
which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
and upon which they reported, were the credentials of a prior elec- 
tion. The second credentials were referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections; but the committee never made a report 
upon those credentials, as I understand. Subsequently, however, the 
report of the committee upon the first set of credentials was disposed 
of. Now it is claimed that because the Senate has upon Pinch- 
back’s first credentials, determining adversely to his claim upon those 
credentials, and because that determination in the open Senate was 
made at a date subsequent to the second election of Mr. Pinchback, 
the whole matter is res adjudicata. That isone of the positions which 
are regarded as apparently correct. The question involved in the 
case is whether this determination of the Senate adjudicates the 
question of Pinchback’s second election. 

It is said, however, that Pinchback’s second credentials have never 
been referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, They 
were once referred, but they are now in the ion of the Senate, 
the session of Congress having expired at which they were referred. 
They have not been re-referred at this session. I have not felt it my 
duty to move for a reference as it was suggested the other day that I 
should do by the Senator from Georgia. But suppose these credentials 
are not referred to the committee, the credentials of Mr. Eustis have 
heen referred to the committee, and as I understood the position of the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Eaton] the other day, although the 
ease he spoke of was another one, if Eustis’s credentials are referred 
and Pinchback’s are not referred, 955 affecting the same subject-mat- 
ter, the whole question would be brought up under the reference of 
either set of credentials. 

Mr. EATON. Will my friend allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Certainly. 

Mr. EATON. I certainly did not purpose to say 2 that 
sort. I said that where the question was between Mr. Spofford and 
Mr. Kellogg, or between Mr. Butler and Mr. Corbin, the question 
being upou the admission of one the character of the credentials of 
the other was bound to be brought out. 


y 

Mr. MCMILLAN. That I understood to be the position of the Sen- 
ator, and that is 12 the position I now assume that he takes. 

Mr. EATON. Idid not say that would be the case in regard to the 
credentials of a man whom the Senate have determined was not elected. 

Mr. CONKLING. Not on this election, but on another. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I have just shown that the Senate has not, or at 
least it is not certain that it has, determined that Pinchback was not 
elected at the same session of the Louisiana Legislature at which Eustis 
claims to have been elected. Then the question of the election of 
Eustis would necessarily involve the validity of Pinchback’s elec- 
tion, because if Pinchback was elected there was no vacancy for 
which Mr. Eustis could have been elected. Therefore under the posi- 
tion stated by the Senator from Connecticut on the other side of the 
Chamber, I take it that it would not be necessary to refer the cre- 
dentials of Pinchback in order to determine the validity of Pinch- 
back’s election and to determine that there was no vacancy when 
Eustis claims to have been elected. 

Mr. President, I do not undertake to say that these questions will 
not be decided at an earlyday byanymeans. They may receive very 
speedy solution, but I wish to put myself in such a condition beforo 
the Senate that I may exercise freely my jadgment in passing upou 
these matters. I do not wish that the statement of the Senator from 
Georgia should go to the Senate as presenting acase in Eustis’s claim 
here about which no sensible man could differ as to the conclusion 
which might be arrived at in one event. I wish to hold the matter 
open. When I made a suggestion the other day upon the floor of the 
Senate in regard tothe action of the committee in this case, the Sen- 
ator admitted that I had made a suggestion, but regarded it or treated 
it as rather frivolous, I thought. I only venture now to repeat it, 80 
that I may be protected in exercising my own opinion hereafter. It 
may be that there will be no difference of opinion between the Sen- 
ators upon the committee in regard to this case. I do not know how 
that may be. I have been accustomed, in determining cases which 
come to me for decision, to withhold the formation of any opinion, 
and to forbear coming to a conclusion, however clear the case might 
seem to be, before I had to determine it. I have always found that 
there are two sides to every question; and although a question may 
be presented which seems very elear, which without an examination 
one would have decided promptly, without hesitation, in one way, 
when you come to examine it fullyand thoroughly Ihave frequently 
found it the case that the decision would be on the other side. 

The Senator from Georgia himself made a fine illustration of this 
the other Say upon the floor of the Senate. He stated that in tho 
Spofford-Kellogg case he had no doubt whatever when that case was 
referred to the committee it would be decided without any hesitation, 
without any delay; that the committee and the Senate would take 
it for ted, and for the sake of conciliation and peace the Senate 
of the United States would waive its high privilege, if not its duty, 
under the Constitntion to be the judge of the elections, returns, anil 
qualifications of its own members, and accept as conclusive the fact 
that the Legislature which elected Mr. Spofford after the completed 
revolution in the State of Louisiana was the lawful Legislature, and 
would pronounce Mr. Spofford the Senator-elect from that State. 
The Senator supposed that there would be no doubt about that ques- 
tion. If it should have been presented to me I should have arrived 
at a directly contrary conclusion; and it seems to me that there has 
been some difference of opinion about that case. So great has been 
the difference of opinion that the committee having it in charge, after 
a faithfal and diligent discharge of their duties in examining it, as 
the Senator from Georgia himself has stated, have come to the con- 
clusion that Mr. Kellogg is the Senator-elect from that State. 

Mr. President, I only make these remarks that the Senate may un- 
derstand that the Eustis case will be disposed of early, but not with- 
out a careful examination. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, the Senator from Georgia just now, I 
thought, made a very complete defense of the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections from the indictment preferred against that com- 
mittee upon the ground of laches. Who will be able to defend the 
Senate from the indictment that the Senator has preferred against 
it, I do not know. When it was said that the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections had trifled with the Eustis case, I thought his 
answer was very complete, very full, and his jastification of the 
committee ample; but the indictment he prefers against the Senate 
is graver than that urged against the committee. All that was 
complained of the committee was that it had retained the credentials 
in the Enstis case since March last. The Senate seems to have trifled 
with and ignored the claim of Eustis for nearly two years. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from Wisconsin allow me to say that 
I am not aware that anybody has made an indictment aguinst the 
committee, nor am I aware that I have vindicated the committee 
from that indictment. I simply gave the reason why I thought there 
was no material difference among the members of the committee. I 
must say that in all the facts and in every fact stated by the Senator 
from Delaware I concur with him. The facts are proved, every one 
of them, just as he stated them. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, it is so long since I have read any work 
on criminal law that I may have fallen into a blander in calling this 
complaint an indictment. Perhaps it does not in form or in substance 
amount to what is called in criminal law an indictment. 


1877. 


Mr. EATON. Call it an information. 

Mr. HOWE. I willaccept the suggestion of my honorable friend 
from Connecticut and call it an information. But the matter pre- 
ferred against the Senate by the Senator from Georgia is intinitely 

raver than that preferred against the Committee on Privileges and 

Slections by the Senator from Delaware. If that committee has 
trifled with the rights of Louisiana, the Senate has trifled with those 
rights to a greater degree. If the Senator from Georgia states the 
claim of Eustis correctly, Ido not know what defense we have for 
our conduct, what defense the Senate as a body can urge, or what de- 
fense thereis forany individual Senator upon this floor. The case as he 
states it is that we have held a man outside these doors, sent here by 
Louisiana with a title so complete and perfect thatthere was nobody 
anywhere to say a wordagainstit. I donot know whether the courts 
of Georgia recognize the practice which is recognized in other courts 
elsewhere of nonsuiting a ges upon his ownstatement. If they 
do tolerate that Ged yn am satisfied the Senator from Georgia 
never encountered a defeat of that kind. When he states a case, if 
we can jndge from his performance this morning, hestates one entirely 
safe against the perils of a peremptory nonsuit; but I am inclined 
to think that he rather overstated the Eustis case, so called. Lam 
inclined to think so not only from what the Senator from Minnesota 
has just now said, but from the action of the Senate since that case 
arose. In re to this perfect and complete claim, this claim against 
which nobody living could urge an objection, I do not remember 
when the Senate has by anybody before been called upon to recog- 
nize it and to act upon it. The claimant himself, so far as I know, 
has stood quiet; Louisiana has not clamored; no Senator on this 
floor has moved. 

Long after the Pinchback case is said to have been decided, when 
the Senate convened, Senator after Senator appeared here, his ere- 
dentials were laid upon your table, and by the action of the Senate 
referred to the appropriate committee where there was any dispute, 
and where there was no dispute ihe oath was administered to him. 
Day after day passed and nobody alladed to Eustis; nobody seemed 
to be aware that there was such a man in existence; nobody hinted 
that there was such a claim before the Senate. The Butler creden- 
tials and the Corbin credentials were sent to the committee. The 
Kellogg credentials and the Spofford credentials were sent to the 
committee. It was not until the 8th day of March, when we had 
been sitting here four days, that the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THUR- 
MAN,] whom we all know to be one of the most diligent members of 
this y, exhumed from the files of the Senate the credentials of 
Mr. Eustis, of Louisiana. He did not tell us it was a claim against 
which nobody had an objection, but after the Senate had been here 
four days in session and those credentials had been here two years 
according to the history we have, he finally concluded to ask of the 
Senate that they be referred to the Committee on 8 and 
Elections. They were referred; and now we are told it is a claim so 
clear, and manifest, and perfect that it is likea patentfrom the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, better than a patent, like a jadgment 
of a court of record importing absolute verity, nothing to be said 
against it. 

1555 President, I do not believe the Senate of the United States 
would have withstood a claim of this kind so long. I do not believe 
the Senate as a body would have done it; and it is incredible, it is 
impossible, to believe that there is not some Senator here who would 
not in all these months have cried out to the country that we had 
such a case here. But I incline to think the explanation of the fact 
that Mr, Eustis has not before this and long before this taken his 
seat in the Senate is that there were Senators on this floor who did 
not see so perfect a title there as the Senator from Georgia does. I 
think also this other thing is just as true, that until within a very 
few days there was not a single Senator in the Senate, never had 
been one here since the Eustis credentials were first presented to us, 
who saw that clear case presented by ft, and there was not one who 
did not want information and advice about it. But we are told this 
morning that the Committee on Privileges and Elections is at last all 
ready to report. I should like to hear the report. I should like to 
hear the judgment of that committee if they are prepared to render 
it upon the question just now suggested by the Senator from Minne- 
sota, as to whether the Legislature of Louisiana had any more right 
to elect a Senator at the time they pretended to have elected Ar. 
Eustis thau they had to elect a President of the United States, 
whether there was in fact any authority in the law for that body of 
men, no matter how orthodox it was constructed, or who constructed 
it—whether there was any authority in the world for that body at 
that time to proceed to the election of a United States Senator. I 
should like to hear the judgment of that committee upon thatsingle 
question. 

But, sir, I am inclined to think, notwithstanding what the Senator 
from Georgia has said, that the committee is not yet quite prepared to 
report fully upon the Eustis case, as it is called for brevity. Iam 
inclined to think from the statement of the Senator from Minnesota 
that in point of fact the Eustis case is not to this late day even sub- 
mitted to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. I suppose there 
can be no doubt that the Eustis case involves the consideration and 
determination of two questions at least, if not more. One is whether 
the Legislature had authority to elect at the time it is said to have 
elected Mr. Eustis; and the other is whether it did elect Mr. Eustis, 
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I suppose there can be, from what I hear, no great doubt upon this 
second question. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Wisconsin permit me, in regard 
to that one question, to make a statement of a single sentence? 

Mr. HOWE. Certainly; I want it. 

Mr. HOAR. The Eustis case presents, in addition to the questions 
which have been raised, a very interesting constitutional question. 
The Constitution provides that Senators shall be elected by the Legis- 
lature; and the constitution of Louisiona provides that its Legisla- 
ture shall consist of two bodies: a senate sate honse. The Constitu- 
tion further providing that Congress may determine the manner of 
such election, Congress has provided that the election shall be by 
separate action on one day, and, if the two branches do not concur, 
they shall meet and an election take place by joint ballot on a suc- 
ceeding day. 

Mr. HOWE. Having prescribed the day when this duty devolves—— 

Mr. HOAR. That is not the point. The two branches met sepa- 
rately and did not concur. On the succeeding day, meeting for elec- 
tion by joint ballot, there was a quorum of one branch and not of the 
other present to take part in the joint ballot. Does the act of Con- 
gress rmit or require, can it constitutionally permit or reqnire, a 

tate Legislature to perform an act which is to be the act of a Legis- 
lature in which a quorum of each branch is not present to take part f 
Ido not mean to intimate any opinion against Mr. Eustis. On the 
other hand, I am prepared to say that, on that very question which 
I have stated, my reflections have led me so far toa conclusion in his 
favor; but Lask the leave of the honorable Senator to make the sug- 
eee that he might see that upon the second point, whether Mr. 

Zustis has been elected by the Legislature that undertook to elect 
him, there is a grave question of law which Senators will be pretty 
apt to consider and discuss, 

Mr. INGALLS. If it would not disturb the Senator from Wisconsin 
I should like to add one word to what the Senator from Massachu- 
setts has already said. 

Mr. HOWE. Certainly. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understood the Senator from Massachusetts to 
say the fact was that the two houses did not concur in the election 
of a Senator on the day of their first meeting. While that is true, it 
is not all the truth, the fact being that on the day the Legislature 
supposed to be rag ee by law, that is, on the second Tuesday of 
January, 1876, the house of representatives, that is, the lower house, 
alone proceeded to ballot for a member of the Senate of the United 
States, and Mr. Eustisreceived sixty-seven votes, or a very large ma- 
jority of all the votes that were then cast; but on the same day the / 
senate, on the motion of one member of that body, moving that the 
senate co-operate in the election for Senator to fill the existing va- 
eancy, laid the motion on the table by a vote of 20 to 13, the senate 
consisting of thirty-six members, three of whom evidently did not 
53 in this vote. Upon the next day the speaker was directed 

y the members of the house to invite such members of the senate as 
were willing to co-operate with them in the election of a Senator to 
meet the house for that purpose, and in accordance wich that request 
twelve individual members of the senate, or exactly one-third of 
their number, proceeded to the hall of the house of representatives, 
forming with the members of the honse a body consisting of one hun- 
dred and forty-seven members, and a majority of that body voted 
for and elected Mr. Eustis. 

Those are the facts in regard to the participation of the two Houses 
under the law of Congress. It is proper that I should say, in addition 
to this fact, that not only was there no compliance whatever with 
the law of Congress in regard to the separate election of Mr. Eustis 
by the two houses, but that section 18 of the law to which the Sena- 
tor from Minnesota has referred, declaring that “it shall be the duty 
of the executive of the State from which any Senator has been chosen 
to certify his election, under the seal of the State, to the President of 
the Senate of the United States,” which “shall be countersigned by 
the secretary of state of the State,” has been absolutely uncomplied 
with. The only pepe called credentials that is before the commit- 
tee is a statement of this legislative action, the governor nonong to 
give the certificate required by the law upon the ground that he had 
ot commissioned or certified to tho election of Mr. Pinchback. 

herefore, the statement of the Senator from Georgia, that there aro 
no questions of law involved in this case, that it is a perfeoiiy clear, 
straight, plain proposition, would seem to be true with the exception 
of these three comparatively unimportant particulars. In the first 
place, it is very possible that there was no vacancy; in the second 
place, it is very possible that there was noelection; and, in the third 
place, it is undeniable that there is no certificate. 

Mr. HOWE. Well, Mr. President, there does seem to be, after all, 
some little difficulty in the way of our opening the doors of the Sen- 
ate to Mr. Eustis off-hand. At least it is not so clear a case, not so 
full a ease as to require us to do anything more than open the doors. 
I do not think we ought to be expected to take the roof off in order 
to receive him this morning. There are some difficulties even in 
coming to the conclusion that there was the fact of an election by 
the Legislature of Louisiana. I profess myself an utter stranger to 
the whole Eustis case any further than it is developed here, moment 
by moment and from month to mouth. I suppose that before L was 
called upon to vote on the Eustis case I should be instructed by some- 
body. It is not my purpose at all this morning to argue that case, 
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Iam trying as well as I can to give the country to understand that 
the Senate is not as guilty as it would appear to be upon the state- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Georgia. Thatis my sole purpose. 

When interrupted by the Senator from Massachusetts, and very 
properly interrupted—and very timely the interruption was—I was 
abont saying that so far trom believing that the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections were bursting with their report this morning, I 
am inclined to the opinion, from what the Senator from Minnesota 
said, that that case, the full case, is not before the committee yet. 
This other question, whether there was a vacancy in the Senate for 
Louisiana to fill at the time this election is said to have taken place, 
is one of the questions which that committee must resolve and report 
upon. Whether there was a vacancy or not may depend, and prob- 
ably does depend, upon whether Louisiana had before that time dul 
commissioned as many men to be Senators as the Constitution enti- 
tles her to have. It is said that at the very time this election of Mr. 
Eustis is claimed to have taken place there was a man here claiming 
to be a Senator from that State. He seems to have come here, as I 
jpa Ə from the statement just made, upon a sort of double claim. 

0 Pad two deeds; one may have been a tax deed for aught I know; 
but he claimed under two elections, and the credentials which he 
brought here issued to him upon the second election it is said have 
never been passed upon either by the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections or by the Senate; they have lain here upon your files dur- 
ing that whole time with one exception, when they were referred pro 
forma to the committee, no action taken upon them by the commit- 
tee, but at the end of the session they were returned to your files. 
Now, it does seem to me that before the committee should report on 
the Eustis case those credentials ought to be sent to that committee, 
and that committee should consider them, should tell the Senate what 
significance there is in them, if any, and that until they come to the 
conclusion that there is no meaning in those credentials they cannot 
properly weigh the credentials presented by Mr. Eustis. 

Then I am inclined to think, Mr. President, that this long delay in 
determining the case of Mr. Eustis is not one which can be adequately 
accounted for upon the hypothesis of bold and criminal neglect upon 
the part of the Senate, There is a more reasonable explanation of it 
than that. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I must confess to a little surprise at the 
character of the speech of the Senator from Wisconsin and the remarks 
that have fallen from one or twoother Senators. I begin to fear that 
I have had overconfidence. This morning when the Senator from 
Ohio offered his remarks upon the subject, the chairman of the com- 
mittee made a statement, in which I concurred fully, to the effect— 
I will not quote his e ep err the Eustis case could be reported 
upon, I believe he said by to-morrow or very soon. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. In time to be acted on at this session. 

Mr. HILL. My friend from Oregon subsequently stated very cor- 
rectly that there was no difficulty whatever in the way of a very early 
report; that he could agree upon this matter referred to him as a 
member of a subcommittee in two minutes. I knew I could agree in 
one minute; so that in two minutes at the furthest the subcommittee 
could While I was speaking the Senator from Massachusetts 
asked me the question, after a little recitation of fact, whether I did 
not concur with him in the opinion that but for the long session of the 
Senate yesterday the case might have been reported to-day. Ithought 
there was an evident desire on the part of my eloquent colleagues on 
the committee to convince the Senate that there was nothing in the 
way of an early and almost immediate report in the Eustis case and 
they wished me to concur in that opinion; and I concurred in my 
simplicity. I thought it was true; I think so now. I agreed to all 
the Senator from Massachusetts said. I agreed to all the honorable 
chairman said upon the subject of an early report, an almost immedi- 
ate report; I a l to what my friend from Oregon said. It was all 
true. While there were differences, as he said, still there was no 
reason why the case should not be reported at once. And yet here 
one member of the committee, about whose early concurrence I said 
nothing on earth, the Senator from Minnesota, wants to insist that 
he is not so convinced. Well, I do not disagree with him about that. 
He would not believe if one rose from the dead. I know the Sena- 
tor’s opinions very well; I said nothing about them. Then the Sena- 
tor from Kansas begins to intimate that there might be some more 
frouble, but I do not know whether I misunderstood him or not. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator entirely misunderstood me. 

Mr. HILL. I take it back. 

Mr. INGALLS. It is now half past twoo’clock. If the Senate will 
adjourn or take a recess until three, I will agree to sign a report in 

rd to the Eustis case and shall be very happy indeed to do it. 

r. HILL. I misunderstood the Senator. I am gratified to hear 
that. Then nobody on the committee has intimated that there will 
be any trouble in the committee, except the slight intimation from 
the Senator from Minnesota. How is there going to be any trouble 
abont the matter of the report? I thought if the gentlemen were so 
ready we could report this morning in fiye minutes. I for one did 
not see any trouble. We are unanimous over here, Then why is it 
after all this concurrence in the committee, this exhibition of mani- 
fest concurrence by so many members of the committee, no less than 
four gentlemen on the republican side of the committee a ing that 
there is no trouble in the way of a report, that the Senator from 
Wisconsin who is not on the committee volunteers a speech herë an 
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hour long to try to convince the committee that they ought not to be 
in such a hurry, that there is espe before the committee that the 
committee do not know anything about, that there are some questions 
with which they are not familiar that he suggests may cause a good 
deal of trouble and authorize delay? That is the substance of his 
e I do not understand that. I do not see any reason for it. 
ow, Mr. President, the fact is, as all the members of the committee 
have stated, whatever differences might have existed in the way of 
an early report have gone. How they have gone I will not say. 
What the topor will be, I do not intimate; but 1 do concur with the 
3 I do concur with the Senator from Oregon, I do concur with 
the Sen#tor from Kansas, and I do coneur with the Senator from Mass- 
achusetts that there is no trouble in the way of an early report, and 
I do hope that gentlemen in the Senate who are not on the committee 
will not volunteer to throw obstacles in the way of an immediate 
report. That is all. We have had trouble enough; let us get over it. 
r. President, though I have made these remarks, I am free to say 
that we are all ont of order. Ido not know what motion we are 
debating. [Laughter. ] The motion of the Senator from Ohio was to 
swear in the Senator from South Carolina. We have not been talk- 
ing about that. [Laughter.] I have been following the example of 
distinguished Senators around me; but I suggest this had as well 
stop, because if this debate goes on, if there ig nothing else in the 
way of a report from the committee, it will be an interminable talk. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, as we are all out of order, perhaps I 
can be indulged in making one more remark before we get into order. 
It is not nec to go right back at once. So I venture to say to 
the Senator from Georgia that I did not mean to intermeddle at all 
with the affairs of the Committee on Privileges and Elections; I did 
not mean to throw the slightest obstacle in the way of their report- 
ing at the drop of the hat if they saw fit. 2 by a suggestion 
made by the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. MoILLAN, ] I echoed the 
su tion, sort of took that as my warrant for doing so much. I 
take that all back if it stands in the way of an early report from the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, and a full report. 

The time I occupied here might have been too long; I will agree 
to strike out one-half that ; but no moment of it was oecupied for 
the purpose of preventing a report from that committee. The whole 
of it I intended to be dedicated religiously to the purpose of defend- 
ing the Senate against what I thought was a very grave imputation. 
As I said, I am willing to withdraw one-half of the time I occupied, 
but not one ounce of the defense I made. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN: ] 

Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

The name of Mr. ALLISON was called, and responded to by him. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President—— 

Mr. CONKLING. There has been an answer. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There has been a response to the roll-call. 

Mr. HILL. I rise to say that I see the Senator 

Mr. CONKLING. This is out of order, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will proceed with the 
roll-call. One Senator has already responded. 

a CONKLING. I submit that the Senator from Georgia is out of 
order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Has there been a response? Wo 
heard nona here! 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There has been. The Secretary will 


proceed. 

Mr. HILL. There was not a response before I addressed the Chair. 
I attempted to get the floor and call the attention of the Senate 
before the Secretary said a word. 

Mr. ALLISON. y name was called, and I responded. 

Mr. HILL, But I was trying to get the floor at the time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair ean only be governed by 
what as Secretary tells him, that before the Senator had been 
recognized 

Mr. HILL. My purpose was to speak before the Secretary opened 
his month. I remember that. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If the Senator was addressing the 
Chair at the time the Clerk called a Senator 

Mr. CONKLING. He was not recognized. 

ae . The Secretary will proceed with the call 
of the roll. 

The Secretary proceeded with the call of the roll. 

Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] If he were present, on tho 
pending amendment I should vote “ yea” and I suppose he would 
vote “ nay.” 25 

Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Ransom,] who is still detained 
from the Chamber by illness. If he were here, I should vote against 
the amendment. My colleague [Mr. PLUME] is absent and paired 
with the Senator from Missouri, Ta ARMSTRONG. ] 

The call of the roll was concluded. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Mr. President, what is the effect of this 
amendment? If it is adopted, is the effect of it to swear General 
Butler in at once? y 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question will then recur on the res- Mr. THURMAN. The Senator is only saying what I have said 


olution as amended. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Debate is not in order, Mr. President. 

Mr. DAVIS. of IIlinois. Without expressing any opinion whether 
he should be sworn in or not, I vote 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Lobject to debate. The Senator must vote yea 
or nay. 

Mr DAVIS, of Illinois. I vote “yea” to bring that matter before 
the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It rejects Kellogg. 

The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 30; as follows: s 
, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Illinois, Davis 


YEAS—Messrs. Bail 
of West V: ia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Hereford, Hill, Jones 
of ernan, Lamar, McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon, 


Patterson, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, Whyte, and 


V Mesers Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 

Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, 6 Dawes, 

sey, munds, Hoar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, 

Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, Rollins, Sargent, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, 

ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Ingalls, 
Johnston, Maxey, Plumb, Ransom, Sharon, and Windom—13. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Upon the question of agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Ohio, the yeas are 30 and 
the nays are 30. The vote of the Senate being equally divided, the 
Chair votes in the negative. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr, President, I rise to a question of order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The gentleman will state his point of 
order. 

Mr. THURMAN. Iam compelled to challenge the right of the 
Chair to vote on this resolution, and, with great respect to the Chair, 
to submit my view of it. 

If this were a resolution to seat the Senator from South Carolina, 
and not an amendment to another resolution; if it were a direct vote 
on the question of seating him wholly seg age of everything 
else, and not an amendment, then I submit that it would be tolera- 
bly clear. I do not say that it is entirely so, but it would be tolerably 
clear that the Vice-President would have no vote. Then, of course, 
however, it would not require his vote, for the resolution would fail 
for want of a majority. 

This is a very interesting question, and I ask attention to it. I 
submit that the provision that the Vice-President shall have no vote 
except where the Senate is tied cannot apply to the case of seating a 
member of the Senate; that the other provision that each House 
shall be the judge of the elections, qualifications, and returns of its 
own members leaves the determination of all questions of seating a 
member tere in the hands of the Senators themselves. 

If this were not so, then let us see what the consequence would be. 
Suppose that the Vice-President, where there was an equal vote, should 
vote in the affirmative, then he would seat the person whose case was 
being voted upon. If he vote in the negative he does no more than 
would be the result if he did not vote at all, because there would be 
no majority for the proposition. If the simple question were shall A 
B be sworn in, or shall he be seated, or is he entitled—if that were 
the direct question and it did not come up as an amendment to any 
other resolution, if there were not a majority for it the resolution 
would fail without any vote in the negative from the Vice-President ; 
but if, there being a tie, the Vice-President can vote, then by voting 
in the affirmative he can settle who is to be a Senator on this floor. 

Mr. President, it seems to me that the true interpretation of the 
Constitution is that that is a question which must be decided by the 
House itself, and that it is not a question upon which the Vice- i- 
dent has a vote. Section 5 of article 1 says: 

Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of ita 
own members, and a ty of each shall constitute a quorum to do business. 

The only provision in regard to the power of the Vice-President to 
vote 2 in another clause of the Constitution in section 3 of the same 
article: 

The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but 
shall have ne vote, unless they be equally divided. 

It is nowhere 33 in express terms, in what case he shall 
have a vote, but it is said he “shall have no vote unless they be 
equally divided,” thereby implying that in other cases he might have 
a vote. It is left really to parliamentary law; and when we come 
to that we find itis a little obscure what would be the parliamentary 
law in the case, For instance, take the House of Lords that is pre 
sided over by the lord chancellor. He has no vote as lord chan- 
cellor. He does not settle a question upon there being an equal divis- 
ion of the house; he has no vote at all unless indeed he should be 
an earl or baron entitled to a seat and a vote in his right as earl or 
baron, and I do not know even that he has a vote then, though pos- 
sibly he might. But there have been plenty of lord chancellors who 
have not been entitled to a seat in their own right as members of the 
ee of Lords, and the lord chancellor has no vote on an equal 

sion, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I would ask my friend whether by the constitu- 
tion of Great Britain, as they call it, the lord chancellor has a vote 
on an equal division in any case. 

Mr. THURMAN. I think not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think not; so that my friend’s case is not in 
point at all. 
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twice before. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suppose that is the reason my friend cited it, 
because it had no application whatever. 

Mr. THURMAN. e shall see whether it has any application or 
not presently if the Senator will not jump before he rt to the stile. 
I said if it were left to parliamentary law we should be in some ob- 
scurity about it. Now,then,let us come to the case of the s of 
the House of Commons. I do not know, I confess, for I have not 
looked at it for a long time, how it is, whether he votes in an equally 
divided house or not. 

Mr. CONKLING. He votes as a member of the house, 

Mr. THURMAN. He may vote as a member of the House or not; 
I do not remember how that matter is. Now let us come to our own 
House of Representatives. It was long ago claimed i Speaker of 
the House of Representatives that he had a right as a Representative 
from his State to vote Ba te any question whether there was an equal 
division or not, and I believe that nobody was found to gainsay his 
right. At all events he exercised it, and it has been exercised before 
and since. His right, therefore,is because he is a member of the 
House of Representatives. He is chosen to that position and is prop- 
erly a member of the House. Now, the Vice-President is not a mem- 
ber of the Senate. The Senate was intended to be a body represent- 
ing the States on terms of perfect equality, each State being entitled 
to two, the smallest State to as many as the largest in representation 
in this body. And the Vice-President is chosen in another mode. He 
is chosen by a majority of the electoral votes of all the States, in 
which the votes of the largest State count a great deal more than the 
votes of the smallest State, or he may be chosen by a vote of the 
Senate itself where there is no choice by the people. 

Now, was it intended that the Vice-President should have a vote 
upon the question of the constitution of the Senate itself? It can 
only be said that he has that vote by hokiing Sis he is a part of 
this House. He is not a part of the House. en a bill is under 
consideration he is simply a presiding officer; he has no yote unless 
there is a tie. Is he a part of the House when it comes to judge of 
the elections, qualifications, and returns of its members? It seems 
to me to say that he is, is to say that the House cannot decide that 
question the sole right to decide which is in the House. 

I know that some of my friends think this point ought not to be 
made now because whether or not my poston is right this is not a 
final vote; that where as in this case I simply offer my proposition 
as an amendment to a pending proposition it makes no great differ- 
ence. Iam inclined to think that if the principle would be true if my 
proposition stood alone so that the vote on it would be a final vote, 
it must be true where it comes as an amendment to a pending propo- 
sition. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that is so. Mr. President, if the whole 
of this affair were not somewhat 5 would cap the 
climax ; but it is in keeping with the whole So nothing is to 
be said upon that. 

The point of the honorable Senator is that although the Constitu- 
tion says in explicit terms that where the Senate is equally divided 
in a vote the Vice-President shall have the casting yote without limi- 
tation or qualification at all, it is desirable for this occasion at least to 
ion some limitations and qualifications into the Constitution ; 
and the point of it is because the Constitution says that each House 
shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its 
own members; and therefore, if they must be, he says the Vice-Presi- 
dent of course cannot have a vote. How does that happen? Isit 
not a House? The same Constitution says that when the House— 
this House—is equally divided in opinion, the Vice-President shall 
have the casting vote. Where does he import, then, even on the 
election of a member, this qualification? 

Mr. THURMAN. What clause does the Senator refer to as ex- 
plicit? I do not find any such explicit and express words. I see 
words which say that in certain cases he shall not vote. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator finds that it says he shall not vote. 
This is the clause, and if the honorable Senator is disturbed about my 
mode of putting it I will read the exact words: 

The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of the Senate— 


I take it my friend will , therefore, that the President of the 
Senate is the President of the body, and in that sense belongs to it as 
its presiding officer— 
but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided. 

Does the honorable Senator mean to contend that the Vice-Presi- 
dent shall have no vote at all when they are equally divided upon 
the passage of a bill? I should like him to answer me, if that is his 

roposition. 
5 r. THURMAN. Ihave said no such thing. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. No. 
Mr. THURMAN. The Senator knows very well that I have said 


no such thing. 
S. And the Senator does not mean any such thing, 


Mr. EDMU. 
of course: ‘ 
Mr. THURMAN. I have said, however, and tried to enforce it as 
well as I could, that the provision for his casting vote, which un- 
dvuubtedly is implied by the expression of the clause I quoted, hag no 
application to the seating of a member. p 2 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. Then we do agree, if I 3 understand the 
Senator from Ohio, that when the Senate is equally divided under 
this clause, unless you find an exception somewhere else, the Vice- 
President shall have the casting vote. The Senator from Ohio agrees 
to that. Now, let us see where he gets his exception. He now says, 
that being the proposition in the clause that I have read, it is not the 
proposition in the fifth section, which says that— 

` Each Honse shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its 
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He says in that case the Vice-President shall not have a casting 
vote. Why? Is it not the House, is it not the Senate that is acting 
on the election and return and qualifications of its members? Of 
course it is. The Senator knows that perfectly well. Then if his 
proposition which he has just agreed to be true, on the same 
and in the preceding section but one, it follows, as clearly as any- 
thing can follow, that the Vice-President shall have a casting vote 
in that ease; but he says it relates to the organization. So do 
the rules relate to the organization. But it so happens that as yon 
turn along, it will be as manifest as anything can be that, if my 
ee friend is right about this, it then necessarily follows that 
the Vice-President can have no vote in any case on a bill or any 
other matter of consideration whatever; for the very same descrip- 
tion is used in respect of all the other powers of this body as in 
respect to judging of the election of its own members. This body, 
as a House, must agree to a bill that is sent to it by the House.of 
Representatives, or that is introduced here, before it can pass; and 
if it be law that becanse each House is to judge of the election of 
its members the Vice-President can have no casting vote in the event 
of a tie, then it is the law that in the case of a tie on the passage of 
a bill which cannot pass unless this House passes it, by the same sign 
exactly the Vice-President has no vote at all. So, then, the result 
of the argument of the honorable Senator is that in no case of the 
action of this body can the Vice-President have a casting vote; and 
yet the honorable Senator says that on everything except the election 
of Senators the Vice-President shall have a casting vote ; and yet, as 
I have said, in each one of the sections that refer to elections and to 
the ge of bills and to the making rules and orders and to every- 
thing the Senate may do, it is nothing but the House” more or less, 
the same one body to which the language of the Constitution applies 
the declaration that he makes and that I make, that, by force of the 
clause I first read, in every case of a tie the Vice-President has the 
casting vote. : 

This matter is not entirely new, as perhaps the honorable Senator 
from Ohio knows, and I think my honorable friend from Massachu- 
setts has a proceeding in 1850 that may throw some light upon the 
subject to the mind of my honorable friend from Ohio. 

. HOAR. Mr. President, the Constitution provides: 

The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President pro tempore in 
the absence of the Vice-President, or when he shall exercise the olfice of President 
of the United States. 


I sup no Senator will claim that the Senate in choosing its 
other officers is in sny different position from the Senate which judges 
of theelections, qualifications, and returns of its own members; and 
the qnestion which the honorable Senator from Ohio raises in regard 
to the right of the Vice-President to enable the Senate to act as a 
Senate by giving his casting vote when it is equally divided, came 
up in 1850 in the strongest possible case for the point raised by the 
Senator from Ohio, to wit, the case of an election of an officer of the 
Senate by ballot. On the 9th of January 1850, Mr. Foote moved 
“that we now groon to the considerationof the resolution * * * 
to provide for the election of a chaplain.” The motion having been 
a to, the Senate proceeded to ballot, and after several ballots, 
which it is immaterial to go into; on the fifth ballot Rev. Mr. Butler 
received thirty votes, and Rev. Mr. Slicer received thirty votes, which 


71 7 855 all that were wn. Then what followed? I read from the 
obe: 
The VICEPRESIDENT, result of the last ballot is that Mr. Butler received 


The 
thirty votes and Mr. Slicer thirty votes—a tie. The question then presents itself 
whether the Chair has a right to vote. The Constitution reads as follows: 
“The Vice-President shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no vote 
except when the Senate are equally divided.” 
It is a question, therefore, whether, in this instance, the Chair has a right to 


vote. 
Mr. Cray. Certainly he has, 
The Vice-PuesiDENT. Unless objection is made, tho Chair will d to vote. 


has occupied the chair as presiding ofticer of this body, 
the haracter 
Mr. Manoum. I do not recollect within my experience the ocenrrence of an in- 
stance of this kind. But an occasion of the Kind did occur during the term of the 
predecessor of the present ding officer, when he avowed his opinion that he 
was entitled to vote. Ho did not do so, however, because the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. Berrien) came in at the moment and gave the 1 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will be governed in matter by the opinion 


of the Senate. 
Mr. CALHOUN, borne I know no precedent exactly applicable to this case, I 
think the Vice-Presid as the right to vote. y appl 


ent 
Mr. CLAY. I think there can be no doubt about it. It is the precise case for 
which the Constitation provides. 
Tho Vice-Presivent. The Chair will then, unless somo objection is offered, un- 
derstand it to be the opinion of the Senate that he bas a right to vote. 
Mr. Kine. I suppose it is now to be decided whether this clause of the Consti- 
tut on applies to elections that are required to take place in this body. Heretofore 


it hag been considered as ing to legislative action alone, and never, in 
„ 1 


tion of officers of any d 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


NOVEMBER 28, 


it is now to be decided whether the clause of the Constitution referred 


Therefore, 
CCC l 
t 


know of no rule whatever 


have 
been turned to the 
subject heretofore I have supposed the clause referred to i ve measures 
ible by any action of the Senate 
to limit the ions of the Constitution, which are in themselves so general as 
to comprehend every vote that may be taken in the Senate, 

“The Vice-President shall be President of the Seuate, but shall have no vote 
except when the Senate are equally divided.” 

Nowjt is proposed, by one construction which is offerred, to limit the equal 
division to cases of legislation; but the Constitution ee that the Senate 
should perform other duties besides those which are merely legislative. There are 
executive duties; and when the Senate is equally divided in the discharge of their 
executive duties, the Vice-President must give the casting vote. 

Mr. Kixe. Clearly the Vice-President has no er to vote on executive nomi- 
nations, because if the Senate is equally divided in regard to the propriety of their 
confirmation, they are rejected. 

I will not read the whole debate. 

Mr. DAWES. Does not my colleague find there that Mr. Calhounon 
that occasion said that he had given the casting vote on the nomi- 
nation of Mr. Van Buren as minister to England? 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, sir; I was looking for that sentence in the report. 
I will not read the whole debate, but it appears later Mr. Calhoun 
says: 

An tho very experienced Senator behind me [Mr. King) is mistaken on the sub- 
ject of executive nominations, I deem it my duty to say that I, in several instances 


when I occupied the chair, cast my vote on such nom I did so in the 
very celebrated case of Mr, Van Buren, and in two or three others. 


There was no expression of dissent by any of the very able gentle- 
men who sao aa in that debate, including Mr. 8 Clay, 


Mr. Douglas, Mr. Mangum, Mr. Underwood, Mr. Foote, and Mr. Ber- 
rien, except the slight doubt raised by Mr. King, as I have already 
read. This was the result: 


The Vice-Presmpext. Tho Chair feels no desire to express an opinion either 
one way or the other; nevertheless, if the duty is imposed upon the Chair to vote, 
the Chair would feel guilty of a dereliction of duty not to discharge it. And as it 
seems to be the opinion of the Senate that the Chair has the right to vote on this 
occasion, unless some proposition is now made to the contrary, the Chair will pro- 
cote eer nee eee result. The Chair waits to see ifany such proposition 

mi 


The Chair votes for Mr. Butler, who, having received a majority of the votes, is 
therefore elected, z re 


Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator send me that book? 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, sir. There can be no possible distinction, as it 
seems to me, between that case and the present except that 1 trust 
the Chair will not vote for Mr. Butler. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I simply desire to say that in my judg- 
ment there can be no just eriticism upon the vote of the Vice-Presi- 
dent, the President of the Senate, except this, that it was not neces 
a for him to vote at all. 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair says, very frankly, that he 
thought otherwise. j 

Mr. BECK. It is only when it is necessary for him to vote that he 
has the right to vote. I think the vote was hasty. The proposition 
of the Senator from Ohio was lost without the vote of the Vice-Presi- 
ant and that being so, I regard all this discussion as being out of 
order, 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I agree with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky in this, that the amendment of my friend from Ohio was lost 
without the action of the Chair. It was an affirmative motion which 
required a majority. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. All motions are affirmative. 

Mr. EATON. The vote being thirty to thirty the motion was lost. 
For one I am not in the habit nor have I any desire to argue a ques- 
tion which is not properly before the Senate. It is very evident from 
the remarks of the ator from Massachusetts, or rather from the 
action of the Senate on another occasion twenty-five or thirty years 
ago, that action was taken without any thought or without any re- 
flection. The opinion of distinguished men was given, given without 
examination, given without looking thoroughly into the question, but 
seeming to-accord with the views of the Senator from Vermont and 
the Senator from Massachusetts to-day. Now I have very clear con- 
victions upon this subject. I have no doubt in my own mind that the 
President of the Senate, the Vice-President of the United States, has 
no power to act in forming this body. He is not one of the Repre- 
sentatives of the sovereign States; he cannot vote here on such a 
question ; and when the proper time comes, if it should come, I shall 
be pleased to argue this question at length. 

I go further and say that should any man receive a seat on this 
floor by the action of the Vice-President who is not a member of this 
body, I shall pos against it from my place, and aver that if I live 
until 1879 and have the honor to be a member on the floor of this 
House I shall ask that the chair be filled which I regard as vacant. 

Mr. President, I have said that I would not argue the question to- 
day. Ishall be able, whenever the question arises, to show the Sen- 
ate that on all-fours in this very body my honorable friends from 
New York, Wisconsin, and Vermont have taken action on the Consti- 
tution of the United States which warrants the position which I as- 
sume here to-day, and they were right. They were right when the 
said that it did not require the action of the President of the Unit 
States, although there is a special clause in the Constitution which 
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ives him that power, in order to pass a joint resolution, the most 
mportant resolution that can be offered in the Congress of the United 
ta 


States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator, in order to understand; 
what he meant by what he said a moment ago that on the 4th of March, 
1879, he would declare something vacant? I did not understand him. 

Mr. EATON. J shall be very happy to tell my friend. I propose 
to argue this question first when it arises. It has not yet in my judg- 
ment arisen. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But I was asking the Senator what his state- 
ment was about what was to comein 1879. : 

Mr. EATON. My statement was this: Thatif, by the action of 
our distinguished Vice-President and presiding officer, by his action, 
in my judgment in violation of the Constitution of the United States, 
notwithstanding the clause that the distinguished Senator from Ver- 
mont read 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the Constitution, nowithstanding. [Laugh- 


ter. 

ie EATON. Notwithstanding the clause which my friend read— 
my friend is witty, but he will find that this is not altogether a one- 
sided thing before he gets through. [Laughter.] I said this, that 
if the Vice-President undertook to arrogate to himself—I use the 
term not meaning to offend—if the Vice-President should arrogate 
to himself the duties which belong only to the representatives of 
the States on this floor, and by his action undertake to give a seat 
to any man, I shall protest against it and ask that the protest be 
entered on the Journal, and whenever the proper time arrives, I said 
on the 4th or 5th of March, 1879, I would move to fill that chair be- 
cause it was vacant, because the act of the Vice-President-in seating 
a man there was no act and the seat had been vacant, although it 
was pretended to be filled. Does my friend understand me vow? 
(Laughter. 

Mr EDMUNDS. I think I comprehend it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. EATON. Iam very glad that I have been able in my obtuse- 
ness to get him to arrive at the point of comprehension. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HOWE. If the Senator will allow me, here is another dear 
friend of his who wants to understand him. j 

Mr. EATON. Upon my word. Have I all these things to tell my 
friends who cannot understand me ? 

Mr. HOWE. Iam afraid there isa t deal of duty left for the 
Senator from Connecticut to do yet. 1 understand him to quote me 
as having held at some time that the co-operation of the President of 
the United States was not necessary to the passage of a resolution for 
amending the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. EATON. I understand my friend. I did him injustice. He 
did say that it was necessary for the President to sign such a resolu- 
tion; but all the other of my distinguished friends on the other side 
said right the reverse. I take back what I said so far as my friend 
from Wisconsin is concerned, 

Mr, CONKLING. As the honorable Senator has honored me by in- 
cluding me in his friends, may I ask him a question ? 

Mr. EATON. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator has observed that the question is 
not before the Senate whether the Vice-President has a right to vote 
or not. He says that is so because without the vote of the Vice-Presi- 
dent the motion was lost. May I inquire of the Senator from Con- 
necticut what sort of motion it isor measure it is which is not lost in 
the Senate when the Senate is equally divided? In other words what 
act of legislation or proceeding it is which can be carried without 
more than half of those who vote supporting it ? 

Mr. EATON. I do not know of any. 

Mr. CONKLING, Then may I inquire of the Senator when it is, 
aa osae, janguage of the Constitution, that the Senate is equally 

Mr. EATON. The trouble about it is this: that my honorable 
friend from New York refuses to make the distinction which I 


make—— 

Mr. CONKLING. Iam trying to learn from the Senator. I will 
make it as soon as I can, 

Mr. EATON. I do not propose to argue the case to-day. I pro- 
pose to show when the time arrives that the Vice-President has no 
power to vote, notwithstanding that clause in the Constitution, in 
the organization of this body. The Constitution refers, in my judg- 
ment, to other matters entirely, to legislative matters. 

Mr. CONKLING.- If the honorable Senator will bear with me for 
a moment, I quite apprehend him in that regard. Lhave no difficulty 
in understanding his position as he announces it; but I have heard 
from him and from one other Senator the statement that in this in- 
stance the Vice-President need not have voted, appropriately should 
not have voted — : 

Mr. EATON. No, I have not said so. 

Mr. CONKLING. Let me change my term; I was unfortunate, it 
seems. I have heard it twice said that the occasion did not arise this 
morning when the determination of the Vice-President was necessary 
in order to ascertain the result of a vote, because the vote being a tie, 
the amendment fell for the obvious reason that it must have more 
than one-half the votes of the Senate in order to succeed. Now I 
want the Senator—one of those who made that statement and made 
it to show that the question was not properly before the Senate—to 
tell me when it is, when it ever can be, and upon what species of 


measure, that a tie vote is not fatal to the affirmative side without 
the aan vote of the presiding officer? 

Mr. EATON. I have not said any such thing as the Senator sup- 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] will answer for 
imself. My point was this: that se far as I was concerned the pro 
osition of the Senator from Ohio, the proposition belonging to this 

side of the House, was lost. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is it not always so when it is a tie? 

Mr. EATON. 
us without the action of the Vice-President. 

Mr. ALLISON. Suppose he had voted with you? : 

Mr. EATON. It is not a supposition that my friend from Iowa has 
any right to make. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I beg pardon of the Chair. 

Mr. EATON. I have learned in the last three days that that p 
sition is not attainable. What meant to have my friend from New 
York and thy friend from Vermont and the other side to understand 
was this, that I did not choose to enter into the discussion of the 
precedents before the question arises. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That we ean see plain enough. 

Mr. EATON. Ih my friend from Vermont will not be unneces- 
sarily disturbed. When this question does arise, whenever there is 
an even vote, if there shall be one, with regard to the seating of a 
Senator on this floor, then I shall ask the Senate to hear me at length 
upon this subject. I have at all events my own deep-seated convic- 
tions on the subject, and they are not disturbed at all by what was 
read by the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, for I have 
already examined that debate with great thoroughness. The question 
was not examined at that time, and I venture to say now that my 
honorable friend from Massachusetts, my honorable friend from New 
York, and my honorable friend from Vermont have not yet thor- 
oughly examined the subject. When they do, they will find that it 
is a very grave question. I may be wrong in my convictions; they 
may be wrong in their impressions, for certainly I do not call them 
convictions, for I hardly think the gentlemen have examined the 
question. I do not propose to go into any argument of the question 
until the time arises when it becomes necessary. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I made the point of order for two 
reasons: In the first place, I wished to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate to it, for it is a question which might arise at any time, and it 
was n that whenever it should arise in the Senate—and this 
I believe is the first time it ever has arisen upon the question of seat- 
ing a Senator—that a note should be made of it as a matter for con- 
sideration, I had another reason, because I did not concur in the 
opinion of some of my friends, and do not 7 that there is any 
difference upon the question of the right of the Vice-President to 
yote, whether the occasion is one like the present, in which a motion 
is made to amend a resolution for the admission of a Senator by sub- 
stituting a provision that another person claiming a seat shall be 
sworn in, and the case where it stands on a simple proposition to 
swear in a Senator. I am free to confess that I know of no distinc- 
tion between the two cases as a constitutional question, and for this 
reason: It was said truly by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BECK ] 
that if the Vice-President had abstained from voting my amendment 
would have been lost just as much as it was after his vote. That is 
true; but that does not settle anything upon the question of his 
right. If we can suppose such a case as this, that we have a bill 
pending here, and that the Senate is equally divided on the question 
of its passage, and the Vice-President should willfully abstain from 
voting, or should leave the chair, the bill would be lost for the want 
of a majority. It is not to be supposed that the Vice-President would 
be guilty of such a dereliction of duty; and therefore, if we were 
now upon a bill and we were equally divided, the Vice-Prosident 
is oe refrain from voting at all, and it might be said the bill would be 
defeated for want of a majority; but he would not refrain; he would 
vote either for the bill oragainst it. If he should vote for the bill it 
would become alaw. So in this case, the Senate being equally divided 
on the amendment offered by me, if the Vice-President the right 
to vote, it was his duty to vote, for if he felt it to be his duty to 
vote in favor of the amendment, ho would have so v and that 
amendment would have prevailed. So, then, to my mind it is per- 
fectly clear that the question of the right of the Vice-President to 
vote is as much before the Senate now in a case of this kind as it can 
be in any possible form in which it could be put; and in that respect 
I differ with my learned friend from Connecticut, L[Mr. Eaton, ] who 
thinks quite differently from me on that subject. 

All that was said by the Senator from Kentucky, and, as I under- 
stood it, all that was said by the Senator from Connecticut upon the 
subject mooted by the Senator from New York, was simply this, that 
the result would have been the same if the Vice-President had not 
voted. It is true the Senator from Kentucky did say that he thought 
therefore everything that has taken place since was outof order. In 
that I do not concur with them; because I think that the Vice-Presi- 
dent was compelled to decide whether he had the right to vote; and 
if he thought he had the neht to vote, he was compelled to vote; 
and if he thought that he ought to vote “yea,” he would have 
voted “ yea,” and then my amendment would have prevailed. 

Mr. President, I have achieved all that I desire to achieve now, 
and as a question of this kind ought not to be affected by the hasty 
opinions of Senators, when it comes up in the proper shape for decis- 


Let us confine ourselves to this. That was lost to 
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ion it will be sufficient ta decide it; perhaps when it comes up in such 
a shape that there can be no doubt whatsoever that the question is 
raised, asin the manner su by my friend from Connecticut. 
Suppose we should upon the t question of the admission of a Sen- 
ator, the final vote not a question of amendment, but the final vote 
find ourselves equally divided, and the Vice-President should vote to 
seat Lim; there would be the case of a right to a seat in this body deter- 
mined by the casting vote of the Vice-President. That would pre- 
sent a case in the mind of all Senators which would raise the ques- 
tion for the decision of the Senate whether the Vice-President had 
the right to vote. ; 
Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator a question? I believe he 
says that the question is just as much a question now as it can be at 
time—— 


an 
Mr. THURMAN. I have said so; but that is not the opinion of 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I agree with the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. THURMAN. I know the Senator does. He sometimes agrees 
with me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not very often, I am glad to know. 

Mr. THURMAN. But my friend from Connecticut, who agrees with 
me oftener than the Senator from Vermont does, on this occasion dis- 
agrees with me; and when these learned doctors disagree in this way 
it becomes me to be a little modest. 

I have said, Mr. President, that I have done all that I desired to do 
in calling the attention of the Senate to this question, hoping that if 
the question should ever arise again in such a way as to make it in- 
dispensable to decide upon it, the Senate will come to consider it, for 
it is a question of very great gravity, as every one must admit. But 
as some Senators think that “sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof,” and that the vote of the Vice-President affected nothing, 
changed no result at all, I am content to withdraw the point of order 
that I made, 2 5 my opinion remains precisely what it was. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair desires to say that he has 
very carefully considered the question raised by the Senator from 
Ohio, and he hes no donbt of bis right to vote in all cases in which 
the Senate is equally divided. After what has fallen from the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut, perhaps the Chair ought to say in frankness 
that, as at present advised, he will, on occasion, exercise that right 
in his discretion. The question before the Senate is, will the Senate 
agree to the resolution reported from the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections ? 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I do not quite understand the Chair. 
He will not act, I suppose, without hearing full argument in the 


case? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair said, “as at present advised, 
he will, on occasion, exercise the right in bis discretion.” 

Mr. EATON. I have no doubt the Chair will exercise his discre- 
tion. Undoubtedly; but he will permit the Senate to direct the dis- 


cretion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will never do it without hear- 
ing Senators at length. 
r. CONKLING. Debate always precedes the vote. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


Insert in lieu of the entire resolution: 
Whereas it F of the minority of the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections that ery Beene ne the contestants for a seat in the 
Senate from the State of Louisiana, did ask and demand the authority of the com- 
mittee to — 75 testimony on the five following points at issuc between the con- 
testants, 9 

1. That the facts relative to the election of Tremoulet, Cressy, and Rolle, from 
the seventh representative district of New Orleans, were substantially as set forth 
in the statement read by H. M. Spofford in his argument before this committee on 


the 24th October, 1877. 
2. That the composition, votes for Senator, and political proclivities of the Leg- 
islature on the 24th of April, 1477, when H. M. Spofford was elected Senator, were 
substantially as set forth in the aforesaid argument. 
3, That by the actual returns or statements as made in duplicate by the super- 
visors of registration, and (assistant supervisors.) with their appointees, the com- 
* missioners of election, sent, one set to the clerk of the district court of each 
parish in the country, and to the secretary of state in the city, and the other set to 
the returning board, (so called,) showed a ty of votes actually cast through- 
out the State of about eight thousand votes for Nicholls and Wiltz over Packard 
and Antoine for the offices of governoraud lientenant-governor in the election that 
took place in Louisiana, November 7, 1876. 
4. des these fie violations of the Constitution and of the law under 
I charge that the conduct of the returning officers in 
g the result of the constitutional returns was clan- 
and unjust; that the real work of conducting an 
election under the pretext of compiling votes was proceeded with in a secret e . 
ber, by a corps of partisan clerks, w the nal o sessions of the board 
were side-shows, devised to screen what was going on within; that arbitrary rules 
of evidence were established for pretended contests, and changed so often and 
that no fair trial could be hgd or was had before the board; that illegal 
evidence admitted for the vel cor} 
such candidates as the board d 


ve, tyrannical, 


tro , were d 
public record ; 
‘ore 


tenant-govrernor in t assembly, and perhaps on one or two other occasions, but 

that he afterward that body and went home, acknowledging that he 

er- Posy tae e elected, and which request was refused by a majority of said com- 

m $ 0 

That the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg and of Henry M. Spof- 
the State of Louisiana, be re- 


committed to the Committee on Privileges and Elections with all the papers rela- 
ting to said contest, with instructions to said committee to take testimony 
issues above mentioned. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I have offered this amendment 
because I beliove it is an act of justice to one of the contestants in 
this case. Mr. Spofford, as the published proceedings of the committee 
will show, appeared before the committee paor to its arriving at a 
conclusion upon his case and asked to be heard upon five distinct 
propositions which he had stated previously to the committee or de- 
sired that there should be testimony taken upon, and he again renewed 
his request that upon those particular points he should be allowed to 
produce testimony before the committee. That right was denied him 
by the committee. I do no injustice to the committee and violate no 
secrecy of the committee by ening sttonkion to the proceedings of 
the committee in that I will state succinctly, occupying but 
a few moments, what took place in the committee on that point; and 
1 would not speak of what actually took place in the committee had 
it not been published by direction of the committee, not for the use 
of the committee only, but for the use of the whole world. In order 
that the propriety of this amendment may be ee understood by 
the Senate, so that the Senate may vote intelligently upon it, I pro- 
pose to call the attention of the Senate to what took place in the 
committee in reference to he matter referred to in the amendment. 

The committee, after some delay, had agrea that certain matters 
of evidence in the reports of committees of the Senate and House of 
Representatives should be considered as part of the evidence bearing 
on the case, and at that time the Senator from Georgia stated to the 
committee that Mr. Spofford desired to be heard upon certain matters 
and reserved the right to him to appear before the committee and 
state to the committee certain points upon which he desired to take 
testimony, points which had not been agreed upon between the con- 
testants themselves and upon which there was not the proper evidence 
to be reported by the committee, Mr. Spofford came before the com- 
mittee and stated the five points distinctly and asked, as the proceed- 
ings of the committee will show, that upon these points he be allowed 
to offer testimony before the committee. At that time the chairman 
stated to Mr. Spofford : 

This hearing was ted for the of stating the ts upon which you 
wish to tmk e À — 2 Ry . neter My 

Then Mr. Spofford proceeded to state the A eis upon which he de- 
sired that testimony should be heard. They are specified in the 
amendment. I need not restate them in the succinct statement of 
facts which I now pro to make. : 

After stating those five points, he distinctly said, and it is so re- 
ported in the published proceedings of the committee, “those five 
points I ask leave to take testimony on.” Here was the express 
request. Mr. Spofford asked to take testimony on those points. That 
was not allowed to him. Hence this case corfies here without that 
evidence which he himself deems material for the prope presenta- 
tion of his case to the Senate ; and it is but common right that he 
should have the benefit of the testimony which he proposed the com- 
mittee should take, 

These are simply the facts which have induced me to offer the 
amendment at the present time. Ithink that privilege ought to be 
awarded, and that the amendment should be adop therwise 
there are five particular specifications of facts upon which the con- 
testant in this case desires to take testimony which will not be heard 
by the Senate. I hope, therefore, the amendment which I have offered 
will be adopted. I think it is due to Mr. Spofford and it is due to a 
proper and intelligent consideration of this question by the Senate 
that the testimony which he proffers should be heard before the case 
of the other contestant is determined favorably. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The committee had what seemed to it peoa 
reasons for refusing the request of Mr. Spofford, which would have 
led to farther delay. The second point made by him is this: 

That the tion, votes for Senator, and political proclivities of the 
ture on the ath of april 1877, when H. M. Spottord was elected 8 
stantially as set forth in the aforesaid argument. * 

So far as . was concerned, the committee could not see 
how the politi roclivities of the members of the Legislature who 
voted for Mr. Spofford could have anything to do with this case; and 
so far as the composition and votes for Senator of that body were 
concerned there was no dispute whatever. Everything claimed by 
Mr. Spofford was admitted by Mr. Kellogg. Then so far as the other 
points were concerned they all relate to matters that occurred before 
the investigating committees of Con had done their work. All 
the matters were investigated to the fullest extent, and there were 
thousands of pages of evidence upon them; the committee thought 
best, under all the cireumstances, not to reopen this case and send to 
Louisiana for witnesses which would further delay its consideration 
by the Senate. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, this question has a much more impor- 
tant bearing than I think the Senate is inclined to give it. I think 
if the proposition offered by the Senator from Delaware shall be re- 


1877. 
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fused, the Senate will commit a most one of 


ievous wrong u 
these contestants, and it will defeat the real object of referring these 
cases to a committee. I want to call the attention of the Senate to 


a few facts. These credentials were referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections to investigate the merits of the case. An 
application was made to the Senate for authority to the committee 
to send for persons and papers and take testimony; and that appli- 
cation was granted, The committee well knew that much testimony 
had been taken both by the Senate and House on a former occa- 
sion involving some, but only some, of the issues between these ~~ 
testants; but knowing that that testimony was not taken in this 
and therefore was not legal testimony without their admission, the 
committee called first upon these contestants to make statements 
before the committee as to what poins they desired evidence taken 
upon. The gentlemen appeared, Mr. Kellogg by his counsel and Mr. 
Spofford in person, and stated at large the various points upon which 
they daard the committee to pass, and upon which testimony should 
be taken. After hearing these statements, a subcommittee was ap- 
inted to confer with the parties and see whether there could not 
an agreement upon certain points, and upon how many, the object 
being to lessen the expense and delay which would result from taking 
testimony upon points on which the parties themselves could agree. 

That subcommittee did its work. It reported this state of things, 
and only this; Mr. Kellogg in his statement in relation to evidence 
had insisted that what is known as the Howe report and the Sher- 
man report, because they had been taken by the Senate at a previous 
session, was legitimate to be considered testimony in the case. Mr. 
Spofford denied that; he denied that the Senate had evidence here- 
tofore taken which was any more legitimate testimony in the case 
than the testimony taken by the House committees, what are known 
as the Morrison committee and the Field committee. 

Therefore Mr. Spofford stated, as the statement in print will show, 
that if it was that the Morrison report and the Field report 
should be refe to as evidence precisely in the same manner as the 
Howe report and the Sherman report, he would agree that all might 
come in so far as legitimate as evidence for what they were worth. 
The Senate will perceive that lessened the margin between the two 
parties, because that rendered it unnecessary to take much evidence 
that had already been taken, but those reports did not cover all the 
points in the case. They were not taken upon the election for Sena- 
tor in Louisiana. That testimony was all taken before the election 
for Senator was had; it was taken not with reference to the rights of 
Mr. Kellogg or the rights of Mr. Spofford in the slightest degree ; and 
while that testimony «lid bring out a great many facts in the history 
of Louisiana and in re; to the condition of the election, which it 
was material for the Senate to understand in determining the ques- 
tion, still there were many other questions directly bearing on the 
issue of the right to a seat in the Senate upon which no testimony 
had been taken, and, therefore, upon which these reports were not 
satisfactory. . 

I will state to the Senate, and I challenge contradiction, that there 
are material averments made by Judge Spofford of direct fraud not 
only on the part of the returning board, but on the part of Governor 


Kellogg personally. : $ 
I allege here, andéhe Senate must hear it, and the country shall 
bear it, that Judge Spofford appeared before the committee and, in 


the pronon of Governor Kellogg and in the presence of his counsel, 
made distinct charges that the returning board counted in certain 
perona upon false testimony as members of what is known as the 
ackard islature, for the express purpose of electing Governor 
Kellogg to the Senate, and that Kellogg was not only present and 
cognizant of the frauds, but that Kellogg himself was one of the pro- 
moters of those frauds and got private access to the board for the 
e of seeing that the frauds were carried out. That charge is 
istinctly made in this case. It is conceded on all hands that if cer- 
tain members of that Senate were not elected or were not members 
of it the Packard senate was without a quorum, and always was, and 
Kellogg’s election necessarily falls to the ground. Senators, there is 
no escape from it, and I call your attention to it. The country will 
know it. Here is a charge that certain frands committed by the re- 
turning board were committed at the instance of Governor Kellogg, 
were committed by the aid of Governor Kellogg, were committed for 
the gered peA 8 8 z — 5 committed for the expre ur- 
ing up a and fraudulent Legislature to e e 
to this very poy that he claims. You shall understand the 3 
I repeat ae charge was made on — 8 1 1705 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Let me ask my friend, the Senator from Georgia 
to point ont to me that part of the statement of Mr. Spofford in 
which he asked to 1 evidence covering the charges which the 
Senator from Georgia now makes? 

Mr. HILL. The points on which he wants evidence. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. He 1 Seg ber before the committee and put in 
written statements as to a desired to prove. I ask what there is 
in 2 statements that covers the charge which the Senator now 
makes 


Mr. HILL. Oh, I will gra my friend. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. I should be very ha; py to have it pointed out. 
Mr. HILL. It is quoted in the report of the minority. I willturn 


to that first. I want the Senate to understand this matter distinctly 
because I am not making this point for the purpose of delaying this 


ease. I sincerely and conscientiously believe that if the Senate pass 
upon this case without taking this testimony it will be a wrong 
which will shock the country and it will make the Senate a shame. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Will Senator point out the statement that 
I asked him to point out ? 

Mr. HILL. Yes, I am going to 2 out that exact point. The 
Senate shall understand it. Now, I vall the attention of the Senate 
to the reading first of this 

Mr. MoMIL What does the Senator read from? 

Mr. HILL. I read from the written specifications made by Judge 
Spofford before the committee of the points upon which he desired to 
take testimony. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. What I asked is, and I desire my friend from 
Georgia not to evade the question—— 2 

Mr. HILL. I evade nothing. i 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I asked where the Senator finds in the state- 
ments of Mr. 1 as to what he desired to prove any such ch 
as that which he has made against Governor Kellogg and which he 
says Mr. Spofford expen to prove. 

Mr. HILL. Here is the fourth specification. There are five speci- 
fications upon which Judge Spofford demanded that the testimony 
should be taken. Now let the Renate hear the fourth one first. This 
is not the whole but it is what the lawyers call the plea: 

Besides these specific violations of the constitution and of the law under which 
they pretended to act, I c that the conduct of the returning officers ia sup- 
pressing polla and changing the result of the constitutional was clandes- 
tine, collusive, tyrannical, and unjust; that the real work of conducting an elec- 
tion under pretext of compiling votes was proceeded with in a secret chamber by 
a corps of partisan clerks, while the occasional 


open sessions of the board were 
side-shows, devised to screen what was going on within; that arbi rules of 
evidence were established for preténded contests, and changed so often abru 


that no fair trial could be had or was had before the board ; that illegal compl ts 
were 5 vod and illegal evidence admitted for the of setting 
aod teas Mir. KALETIA. thon seve joined in — 8 
an x i ž vernor, 
and inducing the — to consider fem. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Willthe Senator from Georgia allow me now to 
ask him a question f 

Mr. HILL. Let me get through with one question at a time, if you 
please. . There is a charge that this board was ty of fraud com- 
mitted clandestinely, committed in secret, by which a false count was 
made, false returns of senators and representatives were made, and 
that Governor Kellogg was not only cognizant of the fact but was 
aiding iu the work. 

Mr. n Now will the Senator permit me to ask him a 

uestion 
3 Mr. HILL. No, not until I get through with the other question. 
One man at a time, one question at a time, and you may come till 
doomsday. I will tell the Senate frankly what occurred before the 
committee on this very point. I said to the committee: 

I will tell the committee frankly what Judge Spofford has told me. Ho says be 
has recently learned that Governor Kellogg came in by a side-door, and 
upon their— 

The returning board— 
receiving certain illegal affidavits that were made =e New Orleans by his order ; 

ell himself came into the 


how far this is trae, nor 
Kell I should certainl, 
volyes 
a 


d of Governor 
character very seriously, and if he bas done all this i 8 
very y in view ing u 

te bave hiss alected bo the Senate, he is uct worthy of a esas in the 


That is the charge. The committee was informed of it and Judge 
Spofford repeats it in his remark to the committee that he was not 
only prepared to prove that these frauds in relation to suppressing 

n polls and putting certain men into the State senate who were 
not entitled to be there, were not only committed clandestinely, not 
only committed fraudulently, not only committed upon illegal evi- 
dence, by arbitrary rules and upon false affidavits, but that they were 
committed at the instance of Governor Kellogg, and that Governor 


Kellogg insisted that they should be. 
Mr. McMILLAN. Now, will the Senator permit me to ask him a 
question ? 


Mr. HILL. Oh, yes; now I will hear you. i 

Mr. McMILLAN. Was it not understood that the testimony before 
the visiting board at New Orleans, called the Sherman-McDonald 
report upon that subject, embraced all the testimony upon that point, 
at which Judge Spofford attended and cross-examined the witnesses ? 
Were not multitudes of witnesses examined before that board; was 
not the whole queran examined there, and were not the witnesses 
cross-examined by Judge Spofford and the visitors, the democratic 
committee who were present at that examination? Was that testi- 
mony not received as a part of the investigation upon that subject, 
covering the whole ground, and in order to prevent the ning of 
that question, as was urged by the Senator from ia, did not the 
committee permit all that matter to be quieted, Mr. accept- 
ing the settlement? Was it not understood that that question was 
fully examined before that board, and that instead of there being 
any secret sessions of that board the democratic counsel were present 
at every session of the board; and that at those sessions which were 
called private sessions there was merely the exclusion of the miscel- 
laneous audience to permit the board to enter upon a consideration 
of the questions raised ; and that during all those sessions the dem- 
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ocratic counsel were present at the consyltations of the board when 
their decisions were made up? 

Mr. HILL. I would not object so much to the gentleman’s ques- 
tion, but I insist he shall not make a dozen speeches in putting one 
question to me. I desire the Senate to understand these qnestions, 
but I protest against interruptions for the purpose of cnabling Sen- 


ators to make s es, 

Mr. McMILLAN. If the gentleman objects 

Mr. HILL. I say if the gentleman wants to ask a question I will 
answer it frankly, use I want to get at the truth of this matter, 
and J intend that this Senate shall get at the truth of it. 

I say, in reply to the gentleman, that the committee was distinctly 
informed that no testimony had been taken by any committee on this 

int. Now I will answer the Senator's question. Committees have 

n to New Orleans, committees have investigated the count of the 
returning board, committees have discovered, as I think, a great 
many frands on other matters, but this charge which connects Gov- 
ernor Kellogg as directly responsible for the frauds, as an active 
party in them, as aiding and abetting them for the express purpose 
of procuring his own election to the United States Senate, was not 
‘one into, and there was not a particle of testimony on the subject. 
he committee was notified of these frauds, 

That I may be sure I do the committee no injustice and make no 
misstatement to the Senate, I will read another chapter of what oc- 
curred, which would have answered the gentleman’s question com- 
pletely if he had waited a moment. I go right on from the point 
where I left off before. This occurred before the committee : 

I think these facts ought to be gone into; and, besides that, it is the resolution 
of this committee, under which we are acting, that we will inquire into these facta. 
You say that testimony has been taken. 5 


That is what the Senators said in committee: that testimony had 
been taken on this question. Here is the reply 
You say that testimony has been taken, but you do not put your finger on a single 
particle of testimony that covers these points, and we aro informed in the presence 
of both es that there is no testimony. Show us the testimony and we can 
judge of your opinion; but as the statement has been made that there is no testi- 
mony here covering these points, no admissions here covering these points, if you 
say there is testimony, the burden is on you to put your finger on it and show jt to 
us. Do not say that five thousand pages of testimony havo been taken, but put 
our finger on the place. It is not the men of the testimony. I want to seo it. 
itis here, I am sure I do not want to delay the action of the committee. If it is 
not here, itis our duty. We owe it not only to the Senato and to ourselves, but wo 
owe ie these parties ; we owe it to the character of this case, That is the truth 
about it. 


You see the statement distinctly made that this issne was made 
for the first time, and not a particle of testimony taken on it; and I 
challenge the Senator from Minnesota, and I challenge the chairman 
of the committee, and I challenge any gentleman who voted against 
the taking of this testimony, to point to me, in all those volaminous 
reports, in all the thousands of ‘pages of testimony taken, a particle of 
testimony on the issue that Judge Spofford makes up in the presence 
of Mr. Kellogg, and which if true, if Judge Spofford is right in the 
issue he proposes, I trust there is not g man in this Senate who would 
think of voting to seat Mr. Kellogg in this body. 

To make this thing clearer, if possible, I want to call the attention 
of the Senate to one more fact. When Judge Spofforil was reading 
before the committee this fourth point upon which he desired testi- 
mony taken, and when he read it in the presence of Governor Kel- 
logg, Governor Kellogg interrupted him as follows: ` 

Mr. KeLLoGG. Mr. Spofford, I should like to inquire, if I may, whether any 


evidence was produced before the returning board in regard to that—— 
Senator Hoar. I object. 
ect to him; stop! They did not want Mr. Kellogg 


Stop him; I ol) 
to say a word. Mr. Kellogg was replying to Mr. Spofford; he com- 
menced, but was not allowed to proceed. I say when Spofford read 
this fourth specification upon which he demanded testimony involv- 
ing Kellogg's 58 character, involving a direct palpable issue of 
personal fraud on the part of Kellogg for the purpose of securing his 
election to this body, and when he read that, not behind the door, 
not in secret conclave, but in the presence of this man Kellogg, Kel- 
logg got up and said: 4 

Mr. Spofford, I should like to in if I may, w an 
duced 8 returning board 8 to — e SOE ee 


There he was cut short. 
Senater Hoar. I object. 


Thus showing that Kellogg was ready to join issue with him. 
Says Spofford, “I can prove it;“ but that is not all. So far from this 
point being covered by the testimony that was taken by any of the 
committees last winter, Judge Spofiord distinctly stated that this 
testimony had recently come to his knowledge. It could not have 
been taken last winter, for it had recently come to his knowledge. 
Z appeal to every Senator upon this floor, and ask him, can you not 
ink the partisan a moment? Will you deny to this contestant fora 
seat in this body the humble privilege of taking testimony upon a 
direct mal issue of fraud, which I will venture to say no court 
on would refuse? I put the question to you. You are jud 
This is a case. The issue is made up. The issue is material. It is 
made before the world. Jndge Bpa ‘ord: comes before the committee 
and charges personal fraud on Kellogg—collusion between Kellogg 
and the 1 board—in order to give false certificates and sup- 
press the votes of the peeple for the purpose of making Kellogg a 
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Senator. Kellogg comes here to claim the price of his frand. He 
comes here and asks that this Senate shall give effect to that fraud. 
He is met at the door, 

A committee is appoint to investigate that personal fraud in se- 
curing this seat, and what does the committee do? ‘So much testi- 
mony has been taken about the returning board that we will take 
no more.” That is your reply. Why, says the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire, the chairman of the committee, five thousand 

of testimony have been taken on the subject of Louisiana. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I will ask my friend from Georgia if he is not 
aware that the Field committee went into this whole subject, that 
they had before them the members of the returning board, that they 
had before them the clerk, Littlefield, and the o clerks of that 
board, that the returns were sent for, with all the affidavits and pa- 
pers from Louisiana, and that those papers were all in the ion 
of a corps of gentlemen chosen by Mr. Spofford's friends, who exam- 
ined them for weeks, and then said they did not desire to come be- 
fore the committee, 

Mr. HILL. I say the Field committee and other committees took 
testimony on the subject of the frauds of the returning board in re- 
lation to the electoral vote; and that question, God knows, I do not 
intend to open; so far as that is closed, it shall beclosed forever. But 
I answer the gentleman by saying that on the subject of Kellogg's 
complicity in that fraud for the purpose of making up a false is- 
lature to give him a seat in the ate, there was no evidence on 
by any committee. 

Mr. McDONALD. IL should like my friend from Georgia to allow 
me to ask the chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
if he does not know that the members of the returning board refused 
to testify before the House committee in New Orleans winter, and 
that they were not called upon to testify before the committee of tho 


Senate ! 4 
Mr. WADLEIGH. I was king about the Field committee. 


Mr. MCDONALD. I say t men refused to s before tho 
House committee in New Orleans to testify as to their ponduct in 
conducting that canvass, insisting that the committee no author- 


ity to inquire into their conduct upon that subject; and they were 
not subp@naed before the Senate committee. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. They did testify before the Field committee sub- 
sequently, and that testimony is part of the testimony in this case, 
admitted by the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. II I ask the Senator from Minnesota to put his finger now 
on one line of testimony taken before the Field committee on the 
subject of Kellogg’s complicity with that returning board to secure 
his election to the Senate. , 

e McMILLAN. Will the Senator allow me to reply one word to 

at . 
uae HILL. If the Senator wants to ask me a question I will hear 

im. 

Mr. McMILLAN. It would be very difficult to prove a fact that 
never existed. 

Mr. HILL. . Ah, that is not the question at issue, 

Mr. MCMILLAN, Will the Senator permit me to answer his ques- 
tion? After the examinations that have taken place, before the Sher- 
man visiting committee, before the Field investigating committee, 
before the Senate investigating committee, the returns having been 
opened before the committee visiting Louisiana on the day they were 
to be opened, can it be supposed that those gentlemen would permit 
an act of that kind to pass their inspection, or can it be supposed that 
it would have escaped the observation or the investigation of all the 
House committees, when they exhausted every resource and resorted 
2 e to attach blame, suspicion, or fraud upon the return- 

„HILL. The question was asked me by the Senator from New 
Hampshire if the testimony on this subject was not taken by the Field 
committee. I said there was none of that testimony that related to 
this charge of the complicity of Kellogg with the returning board in 
committing these frauds to secure this seat. 

Mr, WADLEIGH rose. 

Mr. HILL. One at a time. Iam answering one question. The Sen- 
ator from Minnesota asked me the same question, if the returning 
board did not appear before the Field committee and testify upon that 
subject. I asked that Senator to put his finger upon a ange line or 
word in that testimony that related to this charge against Kellogg of 
complicity in this wor 

Mr. McMILLAN, If the Senator 

Mr. HILL. Let me get throngh with this one question. What does 
the Senator sayin reply? He says, of course no testimony was taken 
upon a point that could not be established. Ah, did anybody ever 
before hear a jud 

atm McMILLAN, The Senator has misstated slightly the reply I 
made. 

Mr. HILL. Did anybody ever before hear a judge tell a party who 
is asking to have testimony taken on a certain point—a point of fraud 
against his adversary—“ You cannot prove that?“ How do you 
know? The party says he can prove it. 1 

Mr. WADLEIGH. desire to ask my friend, the Senator from 


Georgia 
Mr. One at a time. Let me get through with this. The 
party says he can prove it. You first sayit has already been proven. 
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I deny it, and challenge you to the production of the proof, and when 
you are brought directly to the point and made to say whether the 
proof has been taken or not, you reply by saying thatit isimpossible 
to take testimony on a thing that never occurred. I repeat, you do 
not know that it never occurred. Were you down there? Are you 
a witness? 

Mr. McMILLAN. I was there for a long time. 

Mr. HILL. We did not know that before. Then we will investi- 
gate you. [Laughter.] I think there is more reason than ever why 
we should look into this thing. New facts are being brought before 
us every day. But you are a judge; wait, and when Spoiford pro- 
duces his witnesses, if they do not testify to suit you, put yourself 
on the stand and we will cross-examine you; but do not sit as a 
judge to decide the right between ies upon an issue made, and 
when a party comes in and makes his issue in the face of his adver- 
sary, with his adversary looking at him saying, “I demand the 
proof on this question,” and he says “ I can furnish the proof,” do not 
tell him “I wi 3 not let you take the proof, because I do not think 

rove it. 

Mr. GARLAND. Because he was there himself. : 

Mr. HILL. Because the judge was there himself and knows it is 


not true. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Will the Senator from Georgia allow me to ask 
him 

Mr. HILL. I reckon I will have to allow you, now. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I should like to ask the Senator from Georgia 
whether there is any charge against Governor Kellogg in the state- 
ment of Mr. Spofford, the original statement I mean, except this: 


That Mr. Kel him: then governor, joined in making ill complaints 
and inducing the Foard i en 5 

Mr. HILL. In making “illegal affidavits.” 

Mr. WADLEIGH. “Joined in making illegal complaints.” Is 
there anything else in the statement that relates to Governor Kel- 


logg? 

Sir. HILL. That is all in that specification. If tho gentleman 
will turn back to the original report of the proceedings of the com- 
mittee and refer to the statement of Judge Spofford made to me, 
going more particularly into the facts, he will find it. But it is not 
necessary in making a charge to specify all the particulars and to 
give the names of all the witnesses. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Will the Senator from Georgia tell me and the 
Senate whether, in Mr. Spofford’s statement of what he expected to 
prove, which he was required to make and did make te the commit- 
tee, he made any charge against Governor Kellogg, except that which 
I have read ? 

Mr. HILL. Yes. I read the other myself. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. No; but give 

Mr. HILL. I have distinctly read charge No. 4, which the Senator 
is perfectly familiar with. I have read distinctly the statement made 
before the committee by myself when that charge was under con- 
sideration, and I will repeat it. Isaid that Judge Spofford authorized 
me to say that— 

He has recently learned that Governor came in by a side door, (I think 


he said into the room where the returning were in session.) and insisted 
ving certain illegal affidavits that were made up in New Orleans 


That is, by Kellogg's order 
and Judge Spofford he will that Governor Kellogg himself came into 
E cc 


The Senator will be mig wen to admit that those specifications 
are admissible under that charge. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I will again ask the Senator from Georgia 
whether or not Mr. Spofford in the statement of charges which he 
was required to make in writing made any charge against Governor 
Kellogg except that which I have read? 

Mr. HILL. That is all, I believe. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. That is all. And now I ask the Senator from 
Georgia if he is not aware of the fact that a great amount of testi- 
mony was taken showing that Governor Kellogg, as a candidate for 
one of the presidential electors, filed these complaints in the nature 
45 er against the reception of certain polls, and furnished affi- 

Vv 

Mr. HILL. I do not know that. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Then I will state for the information of the 
Senator from Georgia—— 

Mr. HILL. The Senator will excuse me; I will not give way. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I will state for the information of my friend 
= Senator from Georgia that there was a very great lot of testimony 

en— 

Mr. HILL. Ido not give way for any such statement. 

3 WADLEIGH. And that those were the complaints referred 

Mr. HILL. I do not give way for any such statement; because I 
must say, with all due deference to my friend, that the point he 
makes has no relevancy whatever to the question under discussion. 
Whether it was true or not that Governor Kellogg filed protests 
touching the presidential electors or did anything touching t Bet 
idential electors, and whether it is true or not that Governor Kellogg 
was in communication with the returning board touching the pres- 
idential electors, whether this was proved or not, it has nothing to 


do with the question now before the Senate. I repeat, Governor 
Kellogg was not then on trial. I repeat he was not then seeking a 
seat in the Senate. For the first time the charge has been made be- 
tween these parties, and for the first time in this Congress the issue 
has been distinctly made up between Governor Kellogg and Judge 
Spofford before the Committee on Privileges and Elections, that 
Governor Kellogg did commit certain acts of fraud in connection 
with the returning board, for the p not of electing a Presi- 
dent, but for the purpose of making a false return as to the election 
of certain representatives and senators in the See anergy with a 
view of getting control of the Legislature in r to elect him, 
Governor Kellogg, to the United States Senate. That is the charge; 
and I say I do not know whether it is true or not. I am not as well 
informed as the Senator from Minnesota. He says, before hearing 
the proof, that it is not true and cannot be true; when all I have te 
know as a judge is that the party came before me and said it was 
true, and offered to produce testimony to prove it, and asked the 
committee to send for the witnesses, and stated that he could have 
them here in a week. That is in these printed proceedings. The 
gentleman asked Mr. Spofford how long it would take to get these 
1 here. He responded that he could have them here in a 
wee 

I appeal to the gentlemen on that side if they would learn the fact 
as to the action of this returning board upon which Governor Kellogg 
bases his whole case. He does not pretend that he had a Legislature 
except by the action of the returning board. He admits here that 
three of the senators returned by the Seer: F were not elected 
by the people; that they obtained certificates from the returning 
board when they were not elected. The c is that those certifi- 
cates were given upon false affidavits, upon false testimony, which 
Governor Kellogg himself actually aided in getting up, and that he 
went before the committee in person and insisted that they should do 
it. That is the chargo, I put it to gentlemen on that side, if this 
should be proved, is he fit for a seat in this body? Would you vote 
to put him in a seat in this body? Would you say to the country 
that the governor of a State may collude with the final returning 
board and induce that returning board to accept affidavits of falso 
facts, illegal affidavits, gotten up by his own agency for the express 
purpose of promoting his own election to the Senate? I ask you, 
would you seat such à man as that in this body? You have to meet 
the question. 

I wish to state another fact, and no member of the committee will 
differ with me in regard to it. During the whole time this committee 
was in session it was not en in taking testimony, but every hour 
on every day of its meeting it was simply eng in work of 
bringing the parties to an issue. Every resolution that was passed 
by the committee, every act that was done, was simply with a view 
to get the parties to an issue. The idea of all the members of the 
committee was, for the purpose of dispatch, to have no unn 
issne, to lessen the issue as much as possible, to see upon how few 
subjects we should have to take testimony. So certain were we that 
we should have to take testimony that the chairman applied to this 
body for authority to take it; but when we got the issue down to five 
points, only five allegations which Judge Spofford said were denied 
and not admitted and which he wanted to prove—one of them go 
to the very heart of Kellogg’s right to this seat, one of them whic 
if true would make him a party to the fraud by which he secured the 
certificate and without which he has no seat and no right to a seat— 
when we got to that issne the majority of the committee said all at 
once, Wo are ina t hurry; the Senate is complaining that we do 
not act, and we will not take testimony ;” and the committee never 
did take any testimony. They have not taken one particle of testi- 
mony, have not subpœnaed one single witness, and did not give Judge 
Spofford the right of a criminal to a hearing. s 

My friend [Mr. LAMAR] suggests to me that if Governor Kellogg 
is convicted òf this charge it not only closes the door of the Senate 
against him but it opens the door of the penitent to him. I said 
to the committee, “Ido not know whether these facts are true or 
not, but if I were a friend of Kellogg I should insist on the proof 1 — 
taken.” I ask the Senate if they ever saw an exhibition of this kin 
before. This committee labored five weeks, labored ably, labored 
industriously, labored diligently, (I will testify to that,) to get these 

arties down to a distinct issue, and just as soon as they got to an 
issue the committee closed the door and said “ we will not take any- 
thing more,” and reported that in their opinion the facts they arse 
were sufficiently admitted or proven, they did not know which. 0 
tried to get the committee to take up these five points seriatim. My 
friend the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] made that 
motion. They would notdothat. They passed then a resolution that 
“it is the sense of this committee that these five points have been 
sufficiently covered by the admissions or by the proof taken;” and 


that, too, right in the face of the fact that there was refus- 
ing to admit certain facts, and when he got up to deny they would 
not let him proceed, right in the face of the fact that Judge Spofford 
stated that much of this testimony had just come to his knowledge, 


right in the face of the fact that we challenged them over and over, 
if testimony covering these charges had been already taken, to point 
us to it and we would concede it. 

Again, the resolution states that the matters as far as material, to 
which our attention was called by Mr. Spofford that morning, h 
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been previously considered by the committee. That is what you say. 


Judge Spofford did make these allegations in his first speech when 
he was called npon to state to the committee on what points he de- 
sired testimony. He gave us early notice. After we got his various 
points we then went to work to see how many we should have to 
take testimony upon, and, as I said, we got down to five, reso- 
lution that was offered not to take the testimony stated that these 
questions had already been considered. I replied to that: 

I respectfully submit that we haye never considered them at all, and the — 
nals and and of this committee will not sustain that 
tion. We have called upon these gentlemen to appear before us and to state upon 
what points they desire to take testimony, and we have had their statements from 
time to time for the orpo of making up the issue. The whole proceedings of 

directed heretofore to making up the issue between these 

contestants. We have never once considered the issue asmadeup. Onr attention 
has never been called to the fact directly whether these particular points were cov- 
ered by the testimony already in or not, and no man can point to the testimony that 
is in covers them. 


I say sgain Judge Spofford alleges that he can make this proof; 
if Mr. Kellogg has admitted that the charge is true, the proof is un- 
necessary; if the proof has already been taken and is in this record, 
the testimony offered is unn . The charge is made. If Kel- 
logg does not admit it and if the testimony has not been taken, it is 
our duty to take it. Mr. President, what were these cases referred to 
this committee for? The committee was instructed to inquire into 
the facts. Now, I want the country to understand, and I want the 
Senate to understand, that I am not attempting, under cover of this 
investigation between Kellogg and Spofford, to n the count of last 
year; by no means. I repeat that is closed and closed forever. Ido 
not want one particle of testimony taken upon that subject. I want, 
however, Judge Spofford to be allowed the privilege of proving, as 
he says he can prove, that the returning board returned three sen- 
ators and ten representatives to take seats in the Packard legisla- 
ture, without which neith:r house of it would have had a quoram, 
for the express purpose of making him Senator. Yes, three senators 
and ten representatives who were not elected, and who he now ad- 
mits were not elected and who themselves admit they were not elected. 
The fact is already proved that that senate and that house, thus 
composed of three false senators and ten false representatives who 
were never elected by the people, never did one single act that even 
this day claims vitality, except the election of Kellogg. They passed no 
law that has force to-day in Louisiana; they did no act that has force 
to-day in Louisiana; they have disbanded and gone, and admitted 
they were not a Legislature, But, “Oh,” say our friends on the other 
side, “ if they were a Legislature when they elected Kellogg and did 
that one act, that must stand.” Why, sir, that is confirmatory of the 
charge made that the whole fraud, in his influential office as gover- 
nor, was concocted by him, carried through by him for the express 

urpose of transferring him from the office of governor (which he 
exercised without the will of the people for four years) to this 
Senate, that he might represent them against their will six years 
longer in this body. y 
ou have authority to investigate this fraud; you have the power 
to 1 this fact; you have the right to send for this testimony. 
Will you doit? That is the question. Will you take a man into 
this body with the charge ringing in your ears that he was tho author 
of the frand which sent him here, and will you close your ears and 
say,“ We cannot inquire into that?” Will yon take the language 
of the honorable Senator from Minnesota and say, “It is not proved 
and cannot be proved?” This is the first time I ever heard that a 
man like Kellogg could not commit a frand. 

If these facts are true, Kellogg had no quorum in his senate, he 
had no quorum in his house; because, if you say that the returning 
board had a signe to give certificates which gave the parties a prima 
facie right to their seats, you will not say that those certificates were 
worth anything if they were fraudulent, and if the man who is tak- 
ing the benefit of the fraud was guilty of it. You will not lift Goy- 
ernor Ke above all other mankind and say he alone shall take a 
benefit from his own fraud, will you? 

I feel a great deal on this subject, Mr. President, because I feel that 
if this Senate shall do this wrong it will be a wrong for which there 
is no compensation and for which there is no excuse. I say the day 
has not come when the Senate of the United States will allow a man 
to come into this body charged with the fraud of procuring the very 
election on which he comes here and say it will not investigate it. 
I affirm that this Senate has not arrived at the day or the hour when 
if a claimant from the State of Louisiana comes here by authority 
and goes before your committee alleging frand and asking a com- 
per sg and a subpe@na to prove it, you will allow his opponent to be 
received before the question of the fraud is investigated. 

I am not now s ing for the purpose of delay or for the p 
of benetiting Judge Spofford. I am speaking for the Senate. Iam 
not willing to be a to any fraud; and yet I cannot escape the 
conclusion that if I consent to take this man in without 8 
tion, I myself am a 1 78 to the wrong. Why, the Senator from - 
nesota says, do I ask for testimony? He says he went before the 
committee and I insisted that none of this thing should be reopened ; 
that I insisted that there had been a settlement of this controversy 
in Louisiana and that we ought not to reopen that settlement. Yes, 
and I insist so too, and if the Senator from Minnesota will join me in 
that, I will let the case go. Why? Because then this question is not 


an issue, The Senator himself would not agree to that. I do not 
want to take this testimony to authorize me or justify me to vote 
inst Kellogg, because I “y that the Legislature which elected 

m 8 and I say the people of Louisiana had a 
right to settle that qnestion and they have settled it, but you will not 

© their settlement. Here is your resolution ing upon inves- 
tigating it. You insist upon going behind that settlement; and to 
8 you and when I could not help myself, I said “let us go.” 
you called on the ies to say upon what points they wanted 
to take testimony ; and when they bring it down to a distinct issue, 
just as you get them there, you close the door and say, “ we will take 
no ony.” Is it right? Is it just? If the Senate will 
with me that these matters have been settled by the State of Lonis- 
i that the great question as to which was the legal Legislature 
has n settled, and will accept that settlement as you are bound 
under your oaths to do, that is an end of the question, because Kel- 
logg is rejected by the real people of the State of Louisiana, by the 
re. lature of the State. But you will not do that; and now 
here is the question. on me if I repeat it. I wish if I can to break 
through this crystal mass of partisan bias and get one sound view 
of honest truth. Here is the question: Kell is claiming a seat ia 
this body ; Spofford is claiming a seat in this y. The Committee 
on Privileges and Elections say we must investigate the legality of 
the respective bodies, claiming to be the Legislature, that elected 
them. The Senate gave the committee authority to take the testi- 
mony. One of the contestants comes up and charges collusion, fraud, 
secrecy, deception, false affidavits, on the part of the returning board 
in putting three men into the senate and ten men into the house with- 
out legal right and without the votes of the people, and not stopping 
there he charges that Kellogg was a party to that fraud and aidad in 
its completion—the very man who is claiming the seat to which he 
was elected by that very Legislature, so call In other words, he 
pays the price in and comes here and asks you to give him 
the reward. 

I regret that thiscommittee did not go into this; and I say frankly 
that this committee did not get in such haste until a certain motion 
was made in this body to discharge them from another case. I dis- 
tinctly said and I have said all the time that this committee has never 
made unnecessary delay in the Spofford case. They have worked 
faithfully in it; but the very moment they got the parties to an issue 
that moment they closed it, and they come here reporting that Kel- 
logg is entitled to the seat and that Spofford is not entitled to the 
seat, with the demand of Spofford ringing in their ears, “Give me 
the subpœnas, give me one even, and I will bring the witnesses here 
to prove that this man is a party to the very fraud the benefit of 
which he claims.” The committee say “No.” 

I notify the Senate of one additional fact, and that is that when 
this extraordinary decision was made, so grave a mistake was it that 
Judge Spofford said, for he was before the committee, and Kellogg 
was before the committee, and what could Spofford say but this: 


Mr. Srorronb. I would inquire whether the practice before this committee 
(having had no experience in these 

entering any protest or exception against this last ruling 

regard to the evidence upon the matters that I read this morning! If the 
justification or t for the practice I should like to have it entered that 


protest against proposition, that it may be put of 

It was so wrong, was such a pepadis wrong that he demanded 
that his protest go on the record. There was Kellogg with his coun- 
sel sitting there. If he was to admit these facts to be true, why did 
he not rise and say, Judge Spofford, I admit that.“ If anybody pre- 
tends that there had been testimony taken on that point between 
these parties, put your finger on it. It has never been taken by any- 

v. The issue has never been made up before. Testimony between 
these parties could not be taken; public attention had uever been 
called to it. There has never been aog right to take the testimoni 
it has never before become material. I ask the Senate why refer the 
case to the committee for 3 ? I ask why did the com- 
mittee when they went into the investigation pass resolution after 
resolution calling on the parties fı cos pony upon which they took 
issne and apon which they desired to take testimony ? They did do 
so. Why did you take all these precautions if you did not intend to 
take testimony after the issue was made up? 

Mr. President, I have said this. If I have said it earnestly I trust 
the Senate will pardon me. I desire to do nobody a wrong, but I 
stand here in my place in the Senate in vindication of my own char- 
acter as a member of this committee and with an earnest desire to 


protect this Senate from gajos charges of — aud ou upon 
a contestant representing the people of a sovereign State. I do say 
that when a direct charge of personal fraud is upon one of the 


contestants by the other in his own presence in relation to the very 
matter in controversy, in relation to the very seat for which they are 
contesting, it is the duty of this Senate, it is the duty of this com- 
mittee to allow the party to take testimony to see if he can prove 
it. If he cannot prove a all right; if he can prove it, it is his right; 
and do you dare deny it 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I have listened to the furions 


speech of my friend from Georgia with a great deal of interest, be- 
cause it has shown me how great a noise can be made about the small- 
est thing in the world. A mere statement of the facts will, I think, 
convince every member of the Senate that the Senator from Georgia 
has no good reason for saying what he has said. 
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He says truly that the committee made great efforts to induce the 
contestants to come to an issue, so that the committee might know 
upon what they agreed and upon what they di: Finally the 
committee required that they should each state in writing what they 
expected to prove. Accordingly they made such statements. The 
statement of Mr. Spofford may be found upon the ninth page of the 
minority report in this case. It was made after the case had been 
before committee for weeks, and after Mr. Spofford had examined 
all Mr. Kellogg’s statement. So that he had ample leisure and the 
fullest opportunity to decide upon what points he wished to offer 

f. 


proo 

The only point upon which the Senator from Georgia makes any 
ch against the committee or upon which he claims further evi- 
dence should be taken is this: In the fourth specification of Mr. 
Spofford he offers to prove— 

That Mr. K himself, then A in makin, complaints 
and inducing the to ä ont E eee sà 

The reasons why the committee did not delay the determination 
of the case to await such proof I will briefly state. Governor Kellogg 
was one of the candidates for presidential elector. The statute of 
Lonisiana contained a provision that in any election the results of 
which were to be determined by the returning-board— 
3 interested in said election by reason of being a candidate for office, 


wed a hearing before said returning officers upon making application 
within the time allowed for the forwarding of the returns of said election. 


Under that provision, Governor Kellogg made the protests which 
his opponents call “ illegal complaints,” and those were the“ illegal 
complaints” referred to by Mr. Spofford. That appears in another 
part of his statement, where he says: 

Iam advised there was but a single instance of a complaining statement of in- 
timidation made in season and in form, so as to justify, under act, an investi- 
gation that could result in the rejection of a poll. 

It was claimed by Mr. Spofford that unless the commissioners of 
elections made their statements of violence or intimidation at any 
poll within twenty-four hours after the election, the returning board 
could receive no evidence of such violence or intimidation, and could 
not act thereon. But the returning board took another view of their 
3 They decided (und upon democratic precedents, as I am in- 

formed) that the returning board could lawfully receive evidence of 
violence and intimidation where the commissioners had failed to fur- 
nish such evidence within the time prescribed, or entirely. 

The commissioners at certain polls in Lonisiana made affidavits of 
violence and intimidation, which were filed with the returning 
board and which may all be found in the Sherman report. 

They testify also that they failed to make the statements of such 
violence and intimidation in the manner and form prescribed by law 
because they did not dare to do it. Those affidavits were made at 
New Orleans, and with the protests of the candidates were filed with 
returning board, and upon them with other confirmatory evidence the 
returning board acted. Such affidavits and protests are the “com- 
plaints” referred to by Mr. 0 yeh i : 

Mr. McDONALD. I should like to ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections in how many parishes in the State 
of Louisiana have protests or protesting papers made by the super- 
visor of registration, either at the parish-seat or in the city of New 
Orleans or anywhere else, been filed before the returning board. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Ido not know; but I think the proper officers 
filed statements with the returning board in all the ten parishes from 
which members were returned as elected to the Legislature whose 
right to seats is disputed. 

r. MCDONALD. There were only nine in which any such state- 
ments were filed-or claimed to have been filed. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. That may be; but it was held by the returnin 
board that the provision requiring the commissioners to make suc 
statements and forward them within twenty-four hours was merely 
directory, and it appeared in many cases from the evidence before 
the returning that the commissioners could not make them 
within the time required on account of the danger which attended 
the performance of their duty. Mr. Spofford made no other offer of 
proof which the Senator from Georgia makes the basis of censure 
upon the committee, except “that Mr. Kell himself, then gov- 
erner, joined in aah ny UEA complaints and inducing the board to 
consider them.” But Governor Kellogg was a candidate for presi- 
dential elector, and as such entitled to a hearing before the returning 
board. As such he had a right to make protests and furnish evidence, 
and the returning board decided that they could consider such protests 
and evidence.“ Such action by Governor Kellogg was all that the 
Senator from Georgia complains of Mr. Spofford’s not being allowed 
to pore The facts appear in the Sherman, Howe, Morrison, and 
Field reports, so called, and I venture to say that there are in them 
all a thousand pages rod pe testimony upon this very subject. 

After Mr, Spofford filed his statement and the committee had 
decided that suffieient evidence upon the point of Governor Kellogg's 
joining in the “complaints” was contained in such reports, the Sena- 
tor from Georgia informed the committee that Mr. Spofford had (and 
here I quote from the report)— 

Recently learned—and I do not know how — 
came in a aside — L think he said into ‘as Sous whee, 3 
that 


were in session,) and insisted upon their receiving certain illegal affidav 
were made up in New Orleans by his order ; ond Joige Spofford cays he will prove 


that Governor Kellogg himself came into the room alone and insisted upon their 
receiving those illegal affidavits. 


Governor Kellogg having a right to a hearing before this board 
bad a right to present affidavits to them, he had a right to go into 
the room where they were, he had a right to go into it by a side 
door, if he desired, and the statement that he came into their room 
alone does not imply cp oan 9 wrong on his part. 

Mr. McDONALD. I should like to ask the chairman of the com- 
mittee if he thinks Governor Kellogg had a right to hold secret ses- 
sions at night in his room or at his house with a part of the members 
of the returning board and with a part of the persons sent down by 
the President to see a fair count, and there arrange and determine 
what the board should do? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I might answer my friend, the Senator from In- 
diana, by asking him whether when he is sitting as a judge in this 
Senate to determine judicially whether a contestant is entitled to 
a seat in the Senate he is justified in having private consultations 
with that contestant? It is sufficient to say, however, that Mr. 
Spofford never offered to prove what he suggests in his question. 

Mr. HILL. I should like to ask a question of my friend from New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Very 

Mr. McDONALD. I will state further that I have reason to be- 
lieve that the testimony can be produced to prove those facts; wit- 
nesses can be produced who will testify to those facts. 

Mr. HILL. If the Senator from New Hampshire will pardon me, 
I said that there was only a certain statement made by Ju Spof- 
ford, and he says that Governor Kellogg being governor a right 
to go in by this side door, &c. I wish to ask the Senator this ques- 
tion: Will he for Mr. Kellogg or will Mr. Kellogg authorize it to be 
stated in the Senate that he admits that the charge Judge Spofford 
offers to prove is true? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. What? 

Mr. HILL. Will he admit that the ch in item 4 is true? 

Mr. McDONALD. Or has it been proved to be true? 

Mr. HILL. Yes; or proven to be true. If you admit that, it will 
settle one tan uestion. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, the question is perfectly absurd. 
What is Mr. Spofford’s allegation ? 

Mr. HILL. If it is absurd, admit it. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The charge is: 


And that Mr. Kellogg himself, then governor, ed in making ill complaints 
and inducing the — to consider ‘fem = N r 

That the complaints were illegal I do not admit. I think it was a 
matter of doubt whether the returning board could lawfully act on 
them, but they did so in good faith and their decision is final. I be- 
lieve, too, that it was just. The opinion of the committee, however, 
does not depend upon the right of the returning board to receive and 
act on such affidavits, as their report will show. 

Mr. Spofford had weeks to make up his statement. He had been 
counsel of the democratic candidates at New Orleans, and understood 
this whole matter from beginning toend. He had seen Governor Kel- 
logg s statements, and had an opportunity to examine them before 

ing hisown. I think that he should now be bound by his state- 
ment. He himself never offered to prove anything more than what is 
contained in it. It is true that my friend from Georgia upon the final 
hearing stated what Mr. Spofford had told him; but Mr. Spofford never 
said anything of that kind to the committee. The committee did not 
see fit after the case had come before them for final determination, upon 
the written statements of both contestants, to send to Louisiana for 
witnesses to prove something not contained in those statements, some- 
thing which if proved was of the rey slightest consequence and which 
was covered by the testimony which the committee received at Mr. 
Spofford’s request. 

Mr. HILL. You say Judge Spofford knew these facts. Had this 
committee ever given him any authority to prove them? Has he ever 
had an opportunity to prove them! 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. When ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. -Upon this whole matter of illegal complaints 
the Howe committee of the Senate, and the Field and Morrison com- 
mittees of the Honse, made the fullest fuvart gaton Besides, the 
Senator from Georgia will find in the first part of the Sherman report 
a record of all the proceedings of the returning board from day to 
day, and in that report he will also find copies of the complaints 
which Governor Kellogg joined in making. It is claimed that those 
complaints were illegal, that Governor Kellogg had no right to make 
them. That is a question of law which we have the means of deciding ; 
for the decision of which no proof is necessary and which is entirely 
immaterial. I repeat that the evidence in reference to all matters con- 
tained in Mr. Spofford’s statement is as fullas anybody could desire ; 
and if Mr. Spofford wished to prove any more than what he asked of 
the committee he can only censure hi 
Pras HOAR. Mr. President, I desire to occupy the attention of the 

nate— 

Mr. HILL. Before the Senator from Massachusetts goes on I de- 
sire to state that—— 

Mr. HOAR. For what purpose does the honorable Senator ask me 
tq yield the floor? 
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Mr. HILL, I desire to state that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire was asked directly if this testimony was admitted and Governor 
Kellogg was in the committee and o permission to say whether he 
wanted to take e ber not to contradict it, and it was objected 
by some of you that he not asked permission to take testimony. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. On what page is that? 

Mr. HILL. It was in allusion to that that I was speaking, and 
— a I was upon that same subject, when I referred to the time 
the Senator from Massachusetts interrupted him by “I object.” The 
point I was intending to allude to then was not the one which I see 
my eye fell upon; but the point I was alluding to was the occasion 
a — we wanted to know whether Governor Kellogg desired also to 
take testimony or would admit or deny these statements, and one of 
the committee interposed and said that Judge Sh r had not 
asked to be heard on it and stop him from saying anything. 
That is what I referred to. I see, however, that my eye fell upon 
the wrong page at the time, and I believe now when the Senator 
from Massachusetts used the words “I object,” his object was simply 
one of order. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the Senator from ia has occupied 
the attention of the Senate for an hour in urging wit geat earnest- 
ness and heat that there has been some I do not know that he 
said intentional—but violation of the rules of justice and the 
proprieties of judicial inquiry by the committee whose report is now 
under consideration, I think he left, and it seems to me that he 
meant to leave, upon the minds of those who listened to him this 
impression, that whereas one of the claimants to the seat under dis- 
cussion charged that the choice of the Legislature which elected him 
had been wrongfully declared by the body authorized to ascertain 
and declare that choice by the exercise of fraud and illegality 
in their 9 and whereas the other claimant had been a par- 
ticipant in those frauds—a pretty essential allegation, I agree, in re- 
= to a claim to a seat in this body—and the Committee on Privi- 

eges and Elections had refused the opportunity to the person making 
this allegation to go into un . upon that point, and that when 
his adversary, in his presence so charged, undertook to make up an 
issne by a denial, he was prevented by one of the committee even 
from framing an issue upon that question. I think I have fairly 
stated the result of the earnest and eloquent statement of the honor- 
able Senator from Georgia, the impression that he left, and the im- 
pression that he meant to leave upon the minds of his audience in 
regard to that transaction. Now, Mr. President, mark you how sim- 
ple a tale shall put it down. 

In regard to the allegation of frand against the returning board of 
the State of Lonisiana, in the recent election, at which governor, 
presidential clectors,State officers,and members of the Legislature were 
voted for, and the result of that voting declared by the body clothed 
with that function by the law of the State of Louisiana, four thorough, 
extended, and laborious investigations have been had. First by a 
committee appointed by this y known as the Howe committee, 
composed of members of both political parties; also by a commission 
appointed by the President of the United States, the results of whose 
ingniry, both in testimony and in conclusion of fact, have also been 
laid before this body; third by a special committee of the House of 
Representatives, who proceeded to that State to make inquiries and 
reported their evidence and their conelusion; and fourth by a com- 
mittee known as the Field committee, a committee on the privileges 
of the House of Representatives in regard to the presidential election. 
Each of these committees was made up of men of great ability, trained 
lawyers, authorized, or three of them authorized, to send for persons 
and papers, all parties in interest permitted to appear before them 
and examine and cross-examine the witnesses. 

There are many e. . proceedings in Eng- 
land formerly, admiralty proceedings in many cases—where evidence 
is taken on ex parte affidavits, taken by each party without any notice 
to the other or opportunity to be present and cross-examine. That 
was the uniform pfactice in election cases in England and in this 
country in former days; and undoubtedly it is within the discretion 
of the Senate to-day to receive for what they are worth er parte affi- 
davits, taken by one side without the presence of the other, and make 
up and determine a case on those alone, if they see fit. That being 
the condition of the law and the practice, it occurred to your com- 
mittee that if affidavits could ever be properly receivable in such 
cases, a fortiori it would do no injustice to these parties if we should 
save the time of-the Senate and ing hie issue to an early decision 
by considering, not er parte affidavits, but the evidence taken by these 
four high authorities upop the very question, practically, which is the 
question im dispute. : 

I ought to have added that in one of these investigations which 
were had Judge aparan the ċlaimant to this seat, was of counsel for 
the democratic claimants in the matter in dispute, so that he had 
practically the fullest opportunity to examine, cross-examine, and 
adduce witnesses of his own. ; 
But we did not even take that course without the consent of the 
parties; and, a subeommittee being appointed to confer with these two 
claimants, Judge Spofford, the only one whose claim is under consid- 
eration at present, made this written answer to the desire of the com- 
mittee to know whether such a method of investigating this ques- 
‘tion would be agreeable to him: ; 

Strictly speaking, what he quotes as the Sherman report and the Howe report, 


with testimony annexed, contain no legal 
States Senatorship between him and myself. Neither he nor I had any contest. 


evidence the contest for the United 


when that evidence was taken. No part of it was taken with special referenco to 
the validity of the Nicholls or of the Packard governments We had no opporta- 
nity of calling or cross-e witnesses, the examination upon the matters 
for which Mr. Kellogg q © evidence attached to these reports is sought. to 
be restricted to those documents alone, faras injustice will be done tome; and 
I most respectfully protest against any sue base I propose, however, in order 
to save time, expense, and trouble to this committee, to consent that the evidence 
pro and con taken in connection with those two reports may be appealed to in 
——— either side, that the evidence 3 what is called the 
“ Morrison Committee” and its subcommittees, ing the election in 
Louisiana in 1876, (Forty-fourth Congress, second session,) and the testimony taken 
before the Select Committee on the Privileges, Powers, and Duties of the House of 

tatives in counting the vote for President and Vice-President of tho 
United States, commonly called the Field Committee," be likewise permitted to 
be quoted in argument by either party. 

Upon that consent the committee proceeded, and some ten thou- 
san pages of testimony, for which all the ishes in Louisiana had 
been raked, and with which, as matter of most interesting publio 
history, nearly every member of this Senate was too familiar for his 
own comfort and peace, were laid before the committee. What did 
Judge Spofford desire in addition to that testimony, which was taken 
by his consent, and which I submit to the Senate it would have been 
most appropriate for the committee to have ordered to be laid before 
the Senate and acted upon, evon if both the parties had refused ? 
He desired to prove, in addition to that fact: 
eee 3 8 — ä of the law under 3 

y pre o act, I charge o con © returning office: 
presslng polls and chan; the result of the constitutional returns wan 3 


tine, co. vo, tyranni and unjust. 

He proposes, in other words, not to put his finger upon a single 
substantive fact; he alleges no new proposition of fact; he alleges 
no new-proposition at all in regard to which these four committees 
had not thoroughly and eee usas their investigation; but he 
sets up a of adjectives. He says: I want to prove several 
adverbs—“clandestinely ” and “collusively ” and “ arbitrarily” and 
“inconsistently.” 

What court in the universe would take that as an offer of testi- 
mony? When you get evidence proving the entire facts of the whole 
ease taken by these exhaustive and conclusive methods to which I 
have refe , a man says to tho judge, “Now I want to prove that 
these men were arbitrary, inconsistent, and unjust.” The answer is, 
“ Those things are conclusions of law or conclusions of fact from the 
conduct, from the facts, from the transaction, and upon that you 
have been permitted to offer all the proof you desire or suggest,” with 
one single exception, to which I am now coming. 

Mr. Spofford, it is true, added that he proposed to prove that the 
illegal complaints on which the returning board acted, that is the 
complaints not forwarded within twenty-four hours by the return- 
ing officers, but annexed afterward, were annexed by the contrivance, 
participation, and artifice of Governor Kellogg, one of the claimants 
to this seat. There were two answers. 

Mr. McDONALD. Mr, President—— 

Mr. HOAR. Let me make this statement consecutive and com- 
plete, and then I will answer the honorable Senator’s question if I 
can, I prefer to have it all go in together. 

There are two answers to that propositions first, that if the Senate 
find in Governor Kellogg’s favor that the action of the returning 
board is decisive in making up a constitutional Legislature and that 
Congress cannot go behind it, then that inquiry becomes totally im- 
material. Next, unless upon the evidence we are of the opinion that 
the fact ch is proved to have existed, it is totally immaterial to 
0 the case and send for further evidence to prove that Governor 

ellogg was a party to that act; and until that conelusion is come 
to, the other evidence becomes totally immaterial. But, third, it is 
totally immaterial and will be found so, I venture to say, in the de- 
cision of this case, by every democrat as well as by every republican 
upon this floor, whether Governor Ke did or did not aid and par- 
ticipate in making these complaints which it is alleged on the other 
side were made after the statute period, and which I think myself 
were not in strict accordance with the requirements of the law of 
the State of Louisiana. They were made under a claim and a ruling 
* the returning board upon, as has been said, democratic prece- 

ent. 

Mr. McDONALD. What democratic precedent? 

Mr. HOAR. The precedent of the election of 1872. 

Mr. McDONALD. I should like the gentleman to get the prece- 
dent, and let us see what it was. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not think it worth while to interrupt this state- 
ment for so utterly immaterial a matter. 

Mr. McDONALD. I understand that ruling was 2 6 75 for the 
first time in that State in the late canvass, made last fall. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand it was not; and I have been pretty 
familiar with this Louisiana matter in its various phases heretofore. 
But it is a totally immaterial consideration to the poe question, 
whether it was or was not upon democratic p ent. It was the 
claim, and whether that 2 7 was right or wrong, whether that 
claim was in accordance with the law, or was in violation of the 
law, whether Governor Kellogg acted with the men who prepared 
those statements under that claim or not, will be totally immaterial 
in my judgment and, I believe I am not too confident in saying, in 
the ja nt of every Senator who acts upon this case, 
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Now, one other statement, and I will yield to the honorable Senator 
from Indiana for his question. 


Mr. McDONALD. I simply want to ask a question. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to make the statement first, and then the 
honorable Senator shall ask his question if he desires. If I yield to 
the honorable Senator for a question during my speech, surely he will 
not think it discourtesy in me to select the time m the speech when 
I shall yield for that purpose. 

Mr. McDONALD. Certainly not. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish simply, in order to have all this statement 
come in consecutively, to redeem my pledge that it should be brief. 
I call attention now to the second suggestion which the honorable 
Senator from Georgia made with equal heat, with equal earnestness, 
and with equal effect, I will venture to say, on the minds of the per- 
sons who listened to him who did not know the fact; and that was 
that the republican members of the committee interposed to prevent 
Governor ellogg from making up the issue with Mr. Spofford when 
he desired it. Mr. Spofford was in the middle of his sentence. The 
committee called his attention to the question: “Now, does not this 
evidence exhaust all the attainable evidence upon these issues except 
so far as Mr. Kellogg has admitted that yonr statements about t 
facts of the matter are true?” Mr. Spofford was making that reply, 
and in it he ch that Mr. Kellogg had “ joined in making ille; 

complaints.“ Who ever heard of vitiating a man’s title to a seat in 
the Senate because he had joined in making ill complaints? Sup- 
pose they were illegal, suppose he got his declaration wrong, or did 
not swear to his writ, or did not file it intime. That was the charge. 
Now, Mr. Kellogg, in the middle of that sentence, hops up and says: 

Mr. KA od. Mr. W stg I should like to inquire, if I may, whether any 
evidence was produced before the returning board in regard to that 

Senator Hoar. I object. 

And there the honorable Senator from 3 stopped in reading 
that page to this body, making the chargeand leaving everybody who 
— bis to understand that the charge was true and supported by 
this record and that 1 had ee to prevent this republican 
claimant to a seat in the Senate from making up an issue, because I 
thought the issue might be adverse to him and might require the 
taking of testimony. Now, what is the next sentence after Senator 
Hoar’s “I object?” 

Senator Hit. Order! Let Judge Spofford make his statement. 

Mr. HILL. Certainly; that is right. 

Mr. HOAR. Now I am sure that the honorable Senator from Geor- 

ia is a man who means to be candid in his dealings with this body. 
have seen too much of the operations of his mind to doubt that 
roposition; and I am sure that in some way the explanation which 
oes not occur to me will be afforded by him. But certainly until 
the Senate have heard that explanation they will think it very sin- 
ular that he should have intimated that re ononon was based on 

e desire to prevent this issuc from haing ly made up, and stopped 
his reading from the document with the line which set forth that he 
rose much more peremptorily than I bad uttered my desire, with a 
cry to order and a demand that the democrat who was making the 
statement should not be interrupted. 

Now, if the honorable Senator from Indiana desires to propound a 
question I will answer it if I can. 

Mr. McDONALD. The Senator has passed so far from the point 
that I shall have to recall his attention to it. This is the concluding 
part of statement 4: 

And that Mr. himself, then governor, joined in making illegal complaints 
and inducing the bostd to consider them. 3 p 

I wish to ask the Senator from Massachusetts if, as I understood 
him, he regards that as referring to any complaints made by Gov- 
ernor Kellogg in support of protesting papers filed by the returning 
officers, or whether it does not refer— 

Mr. HOAR. Will the honorable Senator be kind enough to repeat, 
because I was looking for the page and lost the first part of his sen- 


tence. 
Meare MCDONALD s nee 1 2 3 Senator 8 8 
assachusetts, he sup is ion to apply to complaints 
made or alleged to have been made by Governor Kellogg in support 
of protests or protesting papers that had been in some manner filed 
by the election officers, and not to original protest of his own in which 
he attacked the returns of other parishes that had not been in any 
manner attacked by the returning officers or officers of election. 
Mr. HOAR. To answer the Senator’s question intelligibly if I can, 
I understand this to be the proposition, that the statutes require that 


the supervisors cf election appoint ns at the polling places. 
I have forgotten the name of the officer, but it is a parish 5 a who 


appoints. 

Mr. McDONALD. Judges of elections. 

Mr. HOAR. Jud of election. Then after the election is held 
the returns of the election are made to the parish supervisor from all 
the poling pisca; he sends the returns from the parish in duplicate, 
one to the clerk’s office of the clerk of the court, the other to the 
office of the secretary of state, I think itis, where the returning 
board got them. The law then provides that if there be attached 
to these returns the certificate of the supervisor or of the commis- 
sioner, if it be from a single polling-place only supported by the 
affidavit of a certain number of respectable witnesses in the ielghbor: 


hood that there has been violence, fraud, intimidation or what other 

ere are several other words used in the statute—then the 
returning board may consider those complaints and may throw out 
the returns of the polling-place or of the parish if they see fit. 

The question then arises, sup there be a claim before the ro- 
turning board of violence, fraud, intimidation, or bri , or what- 
ever else not supported by such complaint annexed to the original 
returns and e within the twenty-four hours, and suppose that it 
be shown that the very violence or other crime which disturbed the 
election prevented also the returning officer from complying with 
this provision of the statute, what then? Is the re ing board 
helpless? Are the electors helpless? Or have they in that case juris- 
diction still togo on? My opinion is that that is a case not provided 
for by the statute of Louisiana, and that the returning board and 
the electors are helpless until they get into court, or into the Legis- 
lature, or Congress, or before some body that has authority to go to 
the bottom 

Mr. McDONALD. Now I desire 

Mr. HOAR. Let me complete this statement, if you please. That 
is my opinion; but because I think that provision contemplates a 
notice to the party in interest and the notice to the party in interest 
can only be obtained by his inspection of the copy of the return 
which is sent to the clerk’s office; and I think the democratic claim 
about that matter isright and sound, and the present occupant of the 
chair concurred with me on a very important occasion in that opinion, 
but the democratic returning board of 1872 took a different view at 
the time of the Warmoth election, and that was the precedent set the 
first year of the returning board. lt was followed in 1874 and has 
been followed again in 1876. s 

Now, I understand that, acting upon that other view, it is alleged 
that Governor Kellogg made complaints himself not annexed to these 
returns, but afterward, and that the returning board entertained 
them and acted upon them, and that those were illegal. Whether 
that be true or untrue, what I meant to say to the Senate was that 
it was totally immaterial to any possible mode in which this seat in 
the Senate could be determined. 

Mr. McDONALD. I now understand the honorable Senator to say 
that he understands these complaints have been made against other 
parishes than those that had any contesting papers attached to them, 
made ont by the poper returning officers or ofticers of election, 

Mr. HOAR. The honorable Senator certainly does not understand 
me as expressing any understanding of mine about what the fact 
was. I dare say that that was the meaning of Judge Spofford’s 


charge. 

Mr. MCDONALD. That he proposed to prove that these returns 
had been assailed by Governor Kellogg in a manner not authorized 
by the statute. 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, sir. J 

Mr. MCDONALD, Aud that the board of canvassers under his influ- 
ence was induced to consider these assaults then made by him upon 
them and to reject the polls ? 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, sir; that is right. 

Mr. MCDONALD. And the committee thought that was an imma- 
terial matter and need not be proved ? 

Mr. HOAR. No, sir; there is the precise error of the honorable 
Senator from Indiana. The committee have laid before this Senate 
evidence by the hundred es, taken by four different committees, 
apon the question whether the returning board acted upon these com- 
p aints, and how they acted, and whether fraudulently or illegally ; 

ut that is not what I have said was immaterial. If they did that—and 
if so it has its natural effect—it is immaterial whether Mr. Kellogg 
made the complaints or not. If they did not do it, it has no effect, 
whether Mr. Kellogg made the complaints or not. . 

Mr. MITCHELL. Will the Senator allow me right there ? 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Neither Mr. Spofford nor the Senator from 
Georgia in the statement that he made as to the offer of proof claimed 
that the returning board did act upon any such alleged illegal com- 
pas No such claim was made whatever at my time by Mr. Spof- 

‘ord or by Senator HILL or any other member of the committee. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to add, as one of my honorable colleagues sug- 
gests, that when I said “I object” when Kellogg got up with some 
earnestness to interrupt Mr. Spefford in making his statement, my 
sole desire was to have the matter go on orderly in the committee and 
not to have . Bde ESEA ae into 7 wrangle. aes 13 — 
shares again affecting personal integrity, it is said by 
the honorable Senater from Georgia, and before She sentence was 
half through he interposed, and I had in mind to accomplish the 
same purpose, and nothing else, that the Senator from Georgia had 
in mind, only I said “I object” and hesaid “Order. Let Judge Spof- 
ford make his statement.” 

Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. President, the facts as they transpired be- 
fore the committee and as they exist affecting the merits of this case 
have been stated very distinctly and clearly by the Senator from 
Massachusetts who has just taken his seat. The Senator from Georgia 
in the heat of debate, while occupying the floor upon this question, 
has fallen into several errors that seriously affect the conclusion at 
which he arrived in his speech. The Senator in alluding to the testi- 
mony before the Senate committee and before the board of visitors 
at New Orleans referred to it as testimony not affecting this case, and 
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he based his position u the fact that that examination by the 
Senate committee and the one by the board of visitors pertained to 
the electoral vote, and, therefore, has nothing to do with this case, 
ignoring the fact that each and all those examinations, although 

rectly in regard to the electoral vote, involved an examination into 
all the elections of Louisiana for 1876, All the State officers elected 


at the presidential election were returned with the electors for Presi- 
dent. returns were all opened at the same time; the testimon 
taken in to the returns affecting their validity affected as well 


the members of the Legislature of Louisiana as the presidential elect- 
ors from that State; and the mere fact that the committees appointed 
to investigate those subjects were appointed under resolutions re- 
ferring to the presidential electors cannot affect the question whether 
or not the proofs are before the Senate upon this investigation re- 
ported upon by the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The testimony is all here, All the facts stated in Mr. Spofford’s 
declaration of issues as he made them up are upon by these 

roofs; and if from the facts detailed in proof there the Senator 

Georgia or any one else can draw the criminal intentions and 

influences which he attributes to Mr. Kellogg, he has his premises; 
let him draw his deductions. 

But, Mr. President, not only were all those questions examined by 
positive proof, in which, as it has been stated, the claimant for the 
seat from the State of Louisiana as Senator was present and cross- 
examining as counsel; in addition to that the sessions of the board of 
canvassers of the State of Lonisiana, although denominated secret 
sessions, were not at all of a secret character. The impression has 
gone abroad that the sessions of the board of cauvassers while can- 
vassing the vote of Louisiana were in secret, withdrawn from the 
presence of any person but the board of canvassers themselves. 

So far from that being the case, the counsel for the respective con- 
testants at that time were all present with the board of canvassers 
witnessed the opening of the returns, and the decisions of the board 
of canvassers were made in their presence. So, then, it would seem 

to be impossible to prove the fact alleged by the Senator from Georgia 
when upon the floor of the Senate. 

The Senator's misconstruction of language was no more yo 
in regard to those returns than in regard to the statement I made 
that it was impossible to prove a fact which did not exist. The Sen- 
ator endeavored to say that I asserted the non-existence of proof u 
the fact, and that therefore the fact could not be proved. I certainly 
made no such statement. I only assumed, from the evidence pre- 
sented in so many forms on so many occasions, that if the fact were 
not proved by that it was unreasonable to suppose it could exist. 

But, Mr. President, the real cause of this movement it seems to me 
is rather for delay. The Committee on Privileges and Elections 
during the first week or two of its session co-operated heartily in 
bringing this matter to a close. We found the Senator from Georgia, 
the Senator from Delaware, and all the other members of the com- 
mittee from that side co-operate with us fully in bringing it to as 
speedy termination as could be accomplished until a proceeding trans- 
pired in the Senate attempting to withdraw from the committee the 
credentials of Mr. Butler. 

It was supposed by some that if that motion should prevail and if 
the Spofford case were not present to be determined by the Senate, 
the Butler case would be ee of and he would be admitted to 
the floor. The fact that the Kellogg-Spofford report should not be 
made at an early day became rather important, and we found that it 
was rather difficult to come to any conclusion in regard to the Spof- 
ford case. All the impediments which could be thrown in the way of 
the committee seemed to be placed before them; and while we were 
endeavoring to come to this conclusion, and we arrived at it in time to 
make the report to the Senate on Monday morning, I feel very cer- 
tain that Mr. 10 77 was not very anxious to have it decided at that 
time. He would willingly have consented to occupy much longer time 

until the case then called to the attention of the Senate had been dis- 


posed of. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I really do not understand the last words 
of the Senator from Minnesota. If he means to say that there was 
any desire exhibited on the part of Mr. Spofford to prolong this inves- 
tigation, he has done that gentleman very great injustice; for the 
Senate will know by reading these proceedings that Ju Spofford 
was exceedingly liberal in making admissions and confessions to 
avoid the necessity of taking testimony, He even went so far as to 
agree that the testimony in all these 1 taken by the various com- 
mittees of the House and Senate should be considered in as far as it 
would go and for what it was worth. If he had had a desire to stand 
for time he would have compelled this committee to retake all that 
testimony ; for not one icle of testimony was taken in the case 
now before the Senate, and therefore it had no relevance to the case 
now before the Senate, as the parties to the issue had not been heard 
on it. And yet, notwithstanding all that, he waived the necessity of 
taking this testimony for the express perpos of saving time. Any 
intimation of the Senator, therefore, that Judge Spofford desired to 
delay this case is exceedingly unjust, and when he knows, too, that 
Judge Spofford and those agreeing with him on the committee from 
the beginning insisted that none of this testimony was applicable to 
the case in hand. 

Now I come to the Senator from Massachusetts and the Senator from 
New Hampshire. I do not propose to reply to all they have said, be- 


cause it does seem to me a fair reading of the speeches of the gentle- 
men on the other side, who, I think, made this pave blunder of re- 
fusing to allow this testimony to be taken, will show that they do 
not meet the guasa anywhere, and they have not met it. But the 
—— Sg x pap e — 3 that I have in some way 
ugn s motive or e th a corrupt purpose 

Mr. HOAR. Oh, no. 72 55 

Mr. HILL. I assure the Senator that in nothing that I said did I 
intend any such thing. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not so understand the honorable Senator. 1 
understood the honorable Senator to imply that my purpose in object-. 
ing ito Mr. Kellogg’s interruption of Judge Spofford was to prevent 
Ke making up an issue on that point. 

Mr. HILL. ell, I will say to the Senator—— 

Mr. HOAR. What I stated was that my purpose was simply to 
prevent the interruption of one party by the other when the inter- 
ruption was likely to lead to an angry personal altercation. 

e Naa 3 

r. understood, as I su , the pu of the 
honorable Senator in the following 3 he Made to be exactly 
the same as my own. ` 

Mr. HILL. No. I will say to the Senator very frankly, for I will 
deal very frankly with him, that I accept his explanation with a 

t deal of pleasure; but I did think at the time—that was the 
impression left on my mind—that his object in objecting to Kellogg’s 
one was to stop him in order to avoid an issue. I thought so, 

ut I did not think there was anything wrong in the motive. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the honorable Senator be good enough to inform 
the Senate what his purpose was in stating the same thing? He did 
not wish to avoid an issue f 

Mr. HILL. I will state to the Senator frankly that my “ order” 
was upon him. I said “order;” that is, I wanted Kellogg to go 

ong. 

Mr. HOAR. Bat—— 

Mr. HILL. Let me get through. I will make it clear. Mr, Kel- 
logg commenced making a statement. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts said “I object.” I said “order.” I wanted to stop the Senator 
from Massachusetts at first, and the moment the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts said “I object,” Kellogg stopped. Then I said “ Let Mr. 
Spofford go on with the statement.” Now, I will give you my rea- 
sons for that. 

Mr. HOAR. I will ask the honorable Senator now—— 

Mr. HILL. Let me get through and there will not be any serious 
difference between us. 

Mr. HOAR. I wanted to ask a question right there, if what you 
said was not,“ Order; I insist that Judge Spofford shall not be in- 
terrupted?” Is not that a very curious interruption for a gentleman 
whose 2 75 was that Kellogg should go on and interrupt him ? 

Mr. HILL. I will take the whole colloquy, and I will show the 
Senator what I meant. Of course I wanted Judge Spofford to go on, 
but I wanted the issue to be made up. I was perfectly willing for 
Mr. Kellogg to make a statement, as the Senate will see and the 
Senator will see. I admit I never saw this statement till it was 
pomi In some particulars there are words used incorrectly ; but 

am taking it just as it is. 

Turning back to 83, it will be discovered that when the com- 
mittee, on the evening Arai nc proposa to close the testimony un- 
conditionally, I reserved the right for Judge Spofford to come before 
the committee and state some points upon which he said he desired 
to take testimony, and that reservation was assented to. Very well, 
The next morning, when Judge Spofford came in, as the record proves, 
the minutes did not show that reservation. I insisted that they 
should show it, and that I had made the reservation in favor of 
Judge Spofford making these additional pue upon which he desired 
to take testimony. The Senator from Massachusetts confirmed my 
reservation, and very kindly aided me in the committee in having 
the minutes made up accordingly ; and it was done, thus reserving 
to Judge Spofford this right. en it became clear in the commit- 
rej, some of the gentlemen on the other side were disposed to object 
toit. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] said, on page 82: 


If the question of evidence is to be reopened I su that the samo privilege 
ought to be extended. to Mr. Kellogg which is granted to Mr. Spofford. 1 


t 
I said, “I think so.“ Then: 
Senator IxGALLS. I understood th 


is peenar of evidence to have been definitely 
and permanently closed A had e: to 


, and that Mr. his willingness 
ttees if the 


tion by sa: 
embraced on which he desires to be 


ahi gs the examination of witnesses, it certainly would be ly unjust tosay 
that Mr. Kellogg is to be excluded if he desires to be heard. 

Now, I say in reply to that: 

Senator Hitt. I desire to say that I do think myself, while that reservation was 


not made for Mr. Kello; 
have the privilege, if he 


I would not close down on I think he ought to 
lesires it. I do not want any gentleman to come 


committee and say that he desires to take testimony upon a poin 
not give him the privilege of being heard. I agree with 
privilege ought to be extended. 


Then the Senator from Massachusetts puts in. The Senator from 
Kansas had thought that the privilege reserved for Spofford should 


t material, and 
the gentleman that that 
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be extended to Kellogg. I agreed to it. It was right. The Senator | gan, Patterson, Randolph, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Whyte, and Withers— 


from Massachusetts now speaks up and says: 


Senator Hoar. Mr. Kellogg has made no application as yet. I suppose it will 
9. AE Gta hopia i when BoM EAR TE * 


There I got the idea that the Senator would be opposed to reopen- 
ing the thing. Now, again, the gentleman sees hes mistaken. He 
says that I insisted that Judge Spofford make his statement. That 
was not my statement. On page 86 the statement is just as I repre- 
sented. When Judge Spofford read that fourth specification and 
stated that he had recently discovered testimony upon it, as I re- 
minded the committee afterward, Mr. Kellogg rose and said, address- 
ing himself to Mr. Spofford: 

Mr. Spofford, I should like to inquire, if I may, whe’ evidence 
duced before the returning board iD regard to ee ae N 

And there, in the midst of the Senate, the Senator from Massachu- 
setts said, “I object.” Object to what? He 5 N to Kellogg 
making a statement. eons was inorder. He a right to pro- 
pound that question to Spofford. He was not out of order in propound- 
ing that question to Spofford. He had a right to do it. I was not com- 
plaining that Kellogg had violated the orders of the committee. But 
the Senator from Massachusetts, I thought, intended to carry out his 
original idea that Kellogg should say nothing more, of course, from 
a proper motive. He said, “I object.” I immediately hallooed “or- 
der,” but 2 I was not going to say anything else. I waited to 
see if Mr. Kellogg would goon. He did not go on, and then of course 
I said, “Let Judge Spofford make his statement.” That is all. 
Spofford was standing there waiting; I was waitin g ; the Senator 
had stopped Kellogg. I did not want him to stop him. I wanted 
Kellogg to go on. That is on page 86. I think, therefore, the Sena- 
tor finds himself mistaken in supposing that I put any improper con- 
struction upon that. 

Now, to show that this is no new version that I am putting on this 
thing, I want to satisfy the Senator from Massachusetts, who, I be- 
lieve, will concede that I would do nobody intentional injustice. I 
turn to page 93 at the bottom. I will read again. The chairman, 
while this discussion was going on, made a calculation, and he said: 

I fi up here 5,425 closely printed of testimony, a large amount of 
witch relatexto nee very pays Sng 8 Na uf 2 

What was then said? 


Senator Merrmon. A large amount of it? 

The Cnamuax. Half of it. 

Senator Mxunntox, Not a third of it. 

The CnairnmMay. If only a third of it, that would be over 1,600 pages. 


Here I come in again: 
ator Hitt. I do not know that it makes any difference if there had been five 
million taken, The points on which fford now asks testimony being 


Mr S 
material to the issue now before this committee, if the testimony has not been taken 
it ought to be taken. I do not care if there have been five thousand million 


taken, I do not care if books haye been written containing testimony w. 
world could not poe Boy is not the 
g 


uestion. 
There is one t want to call the attention of the committee to, because I 
deem this a very important matter, and I want a distinct vote oa each proposition. 
‘ord read one of his ch here, upon which he wanted to take 


When Judge Spofft 
soroa (I think in relation to the fraudulent uct of the returning board, 


in his charge that Governor Kellogg himself was present aiding an 
abetting in these illegal and fraudulent transactions. Governor Kellogg, you 
know, rose to his feet and wanted to ask a question, showing that he did not agree 
te that charge. Of course, that shows it is not and we are informed by the 
tleman Who makes the application that it is not proven. Then how can we 
the testimony upon that point? Ido not think we can. But I want to do 
justice. I regret this delay, but here is a demand made, a statement made here in 
tay pecdante of babh yartins CAG ad: teatironery has: been Taken be Grin and 
that the testimony already taken does not cover it all. Governor Kellogg and his 
counsel both heard that statement. They have not denied it. The s tis 
made that they have not admitted it. 


Now Senator MCMILLAN puts in: 

Senator McMILLAN. They have not had the opportunity. 

Senator Hitt. We offi them an Gppertanity: Ter — come in. 

I referred then to the fact that Governor Kellogg 
statement and he was stopped, whereas I wan 
opportunity. 

r. CONKLING. I venture to su 
ten minutes after six o’clock; and if we are to have a recess, I 
suggest that we have it ata time concerning the convenience of 
those who want to go and get their dinners. The Senator can re- 
sume his remarks afterwards. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to inquire whether the Senator from 
Georgia has concluded his remarks 

Mr. HILL. No, sir; not quite. 

Mr. CONKLING. He gave way to me to submit a motion, which 
I do submit, that the Senate now take a recess until eight o’clock. 
Other Senators say they prefer half past eight. I have no objection. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I move that the Senate adjourn until to-mor- 
row at twelve o’clock, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Carolina moves 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The question being put, there were, on a diyvision—ayes 26, noes 21. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I call for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ord and being taken, resulted—yeas 
29, nays 27; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of Illi- 
nois, Davis of West Vir; Dennis, Eaton, Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, 
Hill, Jones of Florida, 


rose to make a 
to give him full 


tto the Senator that it is 


H 
ornan, Lamar, Mereery, Donald, McPherson, Mor- 


NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, coor. of Penn- 

sylvania, Cameron of ‘Wisconsin, eee See Conkling, 

munds, Hoar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthows, Mitchel 

Morrill. Oglesby. Paddock, Sargent, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, and Wadleigh—27. 
T—Messrs. Barn Hans 


ABSEN a um, Blaine, Dawes, Ferry, Grover, lin, 
In Ka sohse, Maxey, Merrimon, Plumb, Ransom, Rollins, Sharon, W. 
om—17. 


So the motion was to; and (at six o’clock and seventeen 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, November 29, 1877. 


Prayer by Rev, MANUEL J. GONZALES, of Texas, chaplain Ninth 
Regiment Cavalry, United States Army. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate resumes the consideration of 
the resolution reported by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr, 
WADLEIGH] from the Committee on Privileges and Elections 

Mr. DORSEY. Mr. President, I should like to make a parliament- 
ary get mari We have gone on now for several mornings without 
any call for morning business, considering these resolutions, first as 
to the Butler case, and next as to the case of Kello; I wish to in- 
quire whether the Kellogg resolution is in order until the conclusion 
of the morning business? í 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It certainly is. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It isa question-of privilege which can 
be dispensed with only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to ask unanimous consent of the 
Senate that I may try to procure the passage of the Paris exposition 
bill. [“No!” “No!”] I think it can be disposed of in fifteen min- 
utes, without interfering with the business before the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 

Mr. WHYTE. I object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Maryland objects. 
The Secretary will report the resolution of the Committee on Priv- 
2 15 and Elections. 

he CHIEF CLERK. The resolution reported from the committee is 
in the following words : 

Resolved, That William Pitt Kellogg is, the merits of the lawfully en- 
titled to a seat in the Senate of the U; ted States from the State of isiana for 
the term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of March, 1877, and that he be 
admitted thereto upon taking the proper oath. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. SAULSBURY,] which 
will be reported. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to amend the resolution so that 
it will read: 

Whereas it appears by the of the minority of the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections that Henry M. Spofford, one of the contestants for a seat in the 
Senate from the State of Louisiana, did ask and demand the authority of the com- 
mittee to produce testimony on the five following points at issue between the con- 


testants, to wit: 
1. That the facts relative to the election of Tremoulet, 


2. That the com 
islatare on the 24 


lace in Louisiana, November 7, 1876. 
4. des these ic violations of the Constitution and of the law under 


polls and changing the result of the constitutional returns was clan- 
d 7... as ER 

election under the pretext of compil a hy was proceeded with in a secreto 
partisan. le the open sessions of the beard 


JJ pomer ia ek ir Per ar kaap reri hargin 
com; were cons! y receiv! © ior the 
JV. cane te the ohn ok aipear e pep aiai er pa 


to elect; and that Mr. Kellogg 


then governor, ed in making illegal 
complaints and indu * 


himself, 
the board to consider them. 


trol, were gures, 
pa c record; that the board knew what the figures u those 
‘ore their alteration, and yet the alteration cod sick pe 


pi to the returns 
as they first came to the board defeated his competitor, Doran wes left behind. 
aud and that said Brown 
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had never been elected, and which request was refused by a majority of said com- 


mittee: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the credentials of William Pitt K: and of H. M. Spof- 
ford, the contestants for the seat in the Senate from the of Lo be re- 
committed to the Committee on Privileges and Elections with all the papers relat- 


ing to said contest, with instructions to said committee to take testimony on the 
lashes shove inal 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate agree to 
this amendment ? 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I propose to add very little this morn- 
ing to what I said yesterday; but I wish to rehearse one or two facts, 
so that the Senate may distinctly understand the character of this 
proposition and make no mistake. I reaffirm here to-day that every 
act done, every resolution passed by the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections during the five weeks it was in session on this case had in 
view but one single purpose, and that was to ascertain with definite- 
ness and distinctness the exact issues and questions upon which testi- 
mony should be taken. That is what I affirm; and I say here that 
on the 13th of November the committee passed this resolution, look- 
ing to that very direct purpose: 

Resolved, That a committee of two, consisting of the chairman of this committee 
and Senator MERRIMON, be appointed, to consult with Governor Kellogg and Judge 
Spofford, and ascertain from them and report to the full committes to what extent 
they may agree upon tho facts involved in this caso. 


That subcommittee took one week to consult with these contestants 
to ascertain upon what facts they would agree. They made a report, 
by which it was ascertained that Judge Spofford and Governor Kel- 
logg that the testimony taken by the various congressional 
committees should be considered in evidence for what it was worth, 
The question then was whether, that being agreed to, it covered all 
the testimony necessary to be taken. Judge Spofford gave notice 
that it did not; that there were five ees upon which additional 
testimony was absolutely necessary. He stated further that many of 
the facts upon some of these points not only came to his knowledge 
since those various reports had been made, but had recently come to 
his knowledge; and it was stated, and I affirm it here now, that we 
have information from gentlemen whom we know to be reliable, and 
who know the “true inwardness” of that returning board in Louisiana, 
that they are ready and willing to develop facts to this committee 
which have never been developed before to any con ional inves- 
tigating committee. These facts are material in this, that they go 

rectly to establish not only that Governor Kellogg was in com- 
plicity with these frauds, but that he was one of the chief actors and 
pronator in bringing on the frauds, and that his purpose was, as we 

ave charged over and over, to fix up a fraudulent Legislature for 
the express purpose of electing him to the Senate. 

Now, sir, the offer is to produce testimony to establish these facts. 
The committee refused to take thattestimony. That is our complaint. 
The very moment that the committee arrived at the pors of fixing 
the questions upon which additional testimony must be taken, that 
moment they closed down the investigation and said they would take 
no more testimony, and that they did over the protest of one of the 
contestants. The question for the Senate now to decide iia it right, 
is it proper, is it decent, to say that the testimony which is offered 
to show that Governor. Kellogg was personally guilty of the frauds 
charged, that he is the man at whose instance and for whose bene- 
fit men were falsely returned as elected to the senate and the house 
in Louisiana, shall not be taken? The question is whether that tes- 
timony shall be taken or not. The committee say it shall not be 
taken, and the Senate has been treated to a singular spectacle. Mem- 
bers of the committee have been giving various reasons why. We have 
leard one reason from the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. MoMintan, 
that it was hard to prove facts that could not or did not exist. That 
is the very question at issue. The contestant says they do exist, 
and he offers witnesses to prove them. He notified the committee 
that he desired at least three, and not exceeding six, witnesses whom 
he could have here in one week. Is it any answer for a member of 
that committee, is it any answer for this Senate, to say that the facts 
cannot be proven when the contestant says they can be proven, and 
offers to produce the witnesses to prove them? I say to the Senate 
that I myself have seen letters (the genuineness of which I do not 
doubt) coming from men who know the facts in relation to these 
transactions, declaring that they are ready to develop facts which 
never Pha have been developed to the country. Then the Senator 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. WADLEIGH,] the honorable chairman of 

this committee, says that he le to taking the testimony because 

so many thousands of pages of testimony have been already taken 
upon the subject of the frauds committed by the Louisana returning 
board. Here is the answer to the gentleman made in committee: 

I do not care how 5 of 1 have been already taken upon the 
subject of the frauds of agian, Be The question is this: We say that 
the testimony that we now offer never been taken. Wo say that tho testimony 
we now offer to produce never bas been produced, and has not even before been 
known; it has been developed since those former examinations. 

That is the answer to his statement. 

Mr. MAXEY, It is original testimony ? 

Mr. HILL. Yes; original testimony. This was the first time an 
issue had been made directly upon Mr. Kellogg as a party procuring 
those frauds for his own benefit. It is a new issue son: new testi- 
mony, and therefore being original testimony it is necessarily admis- 
sible. Then the Senator from hasetts [ Mr. HOAR] comes along 


and gives his reason why the testimony should not be taken. He 
says that in his judgment it is not material. 

ere, then, are three members of the committee nin three differ- 
ent reasons to the Senate why the committee would not receive this 
testimony, and those reasons are ly contradictory in them- 
selves, “Not material!” 

Will the Senate agree with the Senator from Massachnsetts that 
testimony charging and proving that Governor Kellogg was himself 
a party to these frauds; that he was concocting these frauds; that 
he was enacting these frands for the purpose of procuring a false 
Legislature to secure his own fraudulent eleetion, is not material ! 
But I will not answer these reasons. need no answer; they 
need only to be stated. 

Then the question comes back to the Senate, Will yon have an 
investigation or not? Will you, or not, allow testimony to be pro- 
duced which the contestant solemnly informs you is at his command? 
‘There has been no opportunity to produce this testimony. I affirm 
here that the committee has never one single order authoriz- 
ing a single witness to be brought before it. It has never passed a 
single order authorizing a single paper to be brought here from 
Lonisiana. The whole work of the committee has been to ascertain 
how much testimony would have to be taken, and when we ascer- 
tained that simple fact then the committee closed down upon the 
investigation. ; 

Mr. President, I agree that a t deal of testimony was taken 
last winter upon the subject of the frauds of the Louisiana return- 
ing board. saron that that testimony has already stenched the 
earth. I agree that enough has already been disc] to make every 
lover of popular government blush with shame. But I affirm that 
the half not yet been told. I affirm that the chief nt, the 
chief id deat the chief actor in those frauds, is for the first time 
in issue before the country. I affirm that he stands here to-day clam- 
oring for admission into this Senate without going into an investiga- 
tion of his conduct. 

Last winter it was said, and said with a great deal of force, that 
the electoral commission could not go behind the judgment of the 
returning board in relation to the election of presidential electors, 
because there was no clause in the Constitution authorizing the two 
Houses of Congress to investigate the elections, qualifications, and 
returns of presidential electors. There is ample authority in the 
Constitution to authorize this Senate to investigate the election, 
qualification, and return of a Senator. I take pleasure in saying 
what I have felt with great gratification, as an American citizen, 
that while I do not doubt, and while I do not believe that any 
other man doubts, that the testimony as developed last winter did 
show that the returning board was, in the language of a distinguished 
justice on the commission, guilty of doing a great wrong—it was, I 
say, a gratifying fact to me, and I believe it is to every other citizen, 
to know that the gentleman who succeeded to the Presidency as the 
result had no tena veered with those frauds. If there were frauds he 
was not responsible for them; he took no part in them, No man dare 
stand up and say that Mr. Hayes had any connection with them 
whatever. That has been a proud satisfaction in the midst of this 
terrible exhibition of fraud and corruption. 

But here is a different proposition. Now you have a man before 
you asking not for the Presidency, but asking for the next highest 
gift in this Government, a seat in this Senate, who stands charged 
not only with personal complicity in these frauds but who stands 
charged before the country with being the chief actor in these frauds, 
Will you admit him? Nay, will you admit him without investiga- 
tion? Will you admit this man to the Senate with witnesses stand- 
ing at that door affirming that they are ready to give facts ech, 
his character which they know and which never have been given 
I know this investigation will be confined to him. I know this in- 
vestigation will be contined to his right to this seat. But will this 
Senate make itself a party to all the frauds, known and unknown, 
committed by the returning board, committed by Governor Kellogg 
as the confidential agent and secret emissary and promoter of the re- 
turning board, by refusing to take the testimony which involves his 
character so gravely and his right to a seat in this body? What 
excuse will you give to the country, what reason will you give to the 
country, for saying that you have refused to take testimony involy- 
ing this man’s character in the very transaction before the Senate f 
What reason will you give to the country for saying that you will 
not admit testimony, that you will not authorize testimony to be 
taken when the witnesses are clamoring before you that they are 
ready to prove that he is the man who was the real originator and 
prominent actor in these frauds? Sir, it is so enormous, it is so pre- 
posterons, that I will not allow myself to believe that Senate is 
so far given up to the one only god of piny service as to refuse such 
a palpable demand for justice and truth. I am not willing to believe 
that this Senate will degrade itself to the level of Kellogg. I am 
unwilling to believe that this Senate will lie down in the mire and 
filth of this man who stands charged before the country, charged 
before his own State, with being a party to these very frauds. I 
cannot believe it, I will not believe it. K 

As I said yesterday, I do not believe the question involved is one 
simply as to who is entitled to a seat in this body. The character of 
this body is involved; the civilization of the American people is 
involved; respect for popular institutions is involved. Shall it go 
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forth that this body is ea giron up to the mere desire of preservin 
party supremacy that it will close the door to investigation and admi 
a man to add to their votes who stands charged before the world 
with being not only a party to these frauds, bnt one of the commit- 
ters of the frauds? I cannot believe that the Senate will be guilty 
of it. It will be a crime in my opinion against popular government; 
a crime which will bring a blush to the cheek o every friend of pop- 
ular government on this continent or in the world. 

I therefore say that these credentials ought to be recommitted, 
that the motion of my friend the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Sauts- 
BURY] ought to be adopted, aud this committee ought to be instructed 
to take t testimony. If this testimony cannot be produced, no 
harm is done. If you refuse to take the testimony, you admit the 
fraud and you admit that you are willing to seat in this Senate the 

rson guilty of the fraud. You make yourselves party to the fraud. 
Le the testimony shall be taken and it shall turn out to be what we 
say it will be, then, I ask you, is there a man on this floor ready to 
vote for the admission of that man to a seat in this Senate? The 
question is whether the honor of the Senate shall be preserved or 
whether it shall be defiled. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President my friend the Senator from 
Georgia in his zeal has again gone beyond the record and beyond 
what Judge Spofford himself alleged, The complaint which he re- 
peats is that the committeo refused to take testimony upon the charge 
against Kellogg made in the statement of Judge Spofford. That 
statement was that Governor Kellogg had 7 in making illegal 
complaints and inducing the board to consider them.“ If there was 
aman in the United States who knew what Governor Kellogg had 
done and what the evidence was in relation to it, it was Mr. Spofford 
himself. He had been counsel in Louisiana for the democratic can- 
didates in one of these investigations at least; he was an active 
politician, and as such was elected to the Senate; and he knew just 
as well on the 21st day of this mouth what evidence there was against 
Governor Kellogg and what could be proved against him as he knows 


now 
Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from New Hampshire allow me to ask 


him a question right there? 
Mr. WADLEIG No, 1 will not; I wish to go on without being 
interrupted. 


Upon the 2ist day of November—this very month—in compliance 
with the requisition of the committee, Judge Spofford stated what 
he desired to prove against Governor Kellogg, and it is what I have 
read. Upon that charge we were asked to suspend the hearing, to 
send to Louisiana for witnesses, to delay the consideration of this 
zase, and to allow other cases behind this to take precedence of it. 
ee point seems to be the only one they care for. 

t were the complaints that Governor Kellogg is charged with 
joining in making? They were complaints of violence and intimida- 
tion at certain polls in certain parishes in the State of Louisiana. 
That was stated by Mr. Spofford 1 himself in the argument he made 
at the same time he made these offers of proof; and, as my friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] says, the only illegality that was 
claimed in respect to them consisted in their being furnished out of 
time. It was perfectly well known last winter and spring, when the 
testimony was taken by several committees, that Governor Kellogg 
had joined in making those complaints of violence and intimidation. 
The matter was before the country. There is any amount of testi- 
mony upon it. It was then claimed that those complaints were ille- 
gal. There was no secrecy about the fact that he had made them, 
and as to their illegality the Senate can now decide without any fur- 
ther investigation. Furthermore, the committee decided, that whether 
such complaints were made out of time .or in time, the retarnin, 
board having decided to consider them—having decided that it 
the right to consider them, having acted upon them, and issued cer- 
tificates accordingly, that was an end of the matter, and those cer- 
tificates were good until set aside by either house of the General As- 
sembly upon contest. 

My friend the Senator from Georgia afterward when it was found 
that the committee were going to act, and when it seemed desirablo 
to stretch the statement of Judge Spofford a little, proposed that the 
committee should postpone the case and send to New Orleans for 
witnesses to 8 That when the returning board were in 
session, which sessions were open to the counsel on both sides 

Governor Kellogg came in by a side door— 

The Senator thought Judge Spofford said— 
into the room where the returning board were in session, and insisted their 
receiving certain illegal affidaviis that were made up in New Orleans ny Khe aathaes 


and Judge Spofford says he will prove that Governor Kellogg hi came into 
the room alone and insisted upon receiving those Illegal affidavits. 


A Judge Spofford never stated any such thing as that to the commit- 
ee 


Mr. HILL. Istated it for him. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes; but did not Judge Spofford know on the 
2ist of November what the evidence was? Did he not know it just 
as well as he knew it two or three days afterward? If there was 
any such evidence, why did he not state it then and ask to be allowed 
to prove it? This was an after-thought, an extension of the demand 
for proof after it was found that the committee was going to make a 


report, 
ow, what is there in that statement to justify any committee of 


this Senate in postponing the case before them, and putting the 
country to the expense of sending to New Orleans for witnesses? The 
whole of it amounts to tnis that when the returning board were iu 
session—and the reports will show that its sessions were open to coun- 
sel on both sid overnor Kellogg, who had a right to be heard as 
a candidate for presidential elector, went into the room where they 
were and asked them to receive certain affidavits which itis claimed 
were illegal affidavits, but all which affidavits have been examined, 
all which bave been printed and published, none of which are denied. 
The only question is upon their légality.. My friend the Senator 
from Georgia and Judge Spofford say they are illegal. Need we send 
to New Orleans for witnesses upon that point when no illegality is 
claimed except that they were made out of time, and when no facts 
are in dispute? 

Mr. HILL. I should like to ask the Senator from New Hampshire 
to permit me to reply, 

Mr. WADLEIG I wish to proceed without interruption. 

Mr. HILL. I should like to make a point right upon that, and get 
your answer to it. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Very good. 

Mr. HILL. You say that these sessions of the returning board 
were open to the counsel on both sides and that J nage Spo ‘ord was 
one of the counsel and that therefore he knew these facets, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. No. j 

Mr. HILL. Now I say the charge is distinctly made in the fourth 
specification that the evidence at which we want to get relates to 


things which did not transpire in the open sessions when Judge Spof- 
ford was present as counsel, but we c e that they took place in 
the secret sessions of the returning board. That is the distinct charge, 


that they took place in the secret sessions. I call his attention to 
that. Let us make no mistake about it. Here is the charge: 
Besides these specific violations of the Constitution and of the law under whioh 


the tended to act, I charge that the conduct of the returning officers in su 
— — polls and changing the result of the constitutional returns — zi 


Mr. WADLEIGH. I decline to be interrupted any longer. 

Mr. HILL. I want to ask you — 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Ask a question. 

Mr. HILL. Then answer this: How could Judge Spofford know 
by being in the open session what that returning board did in secret 
session 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I did not say that Judge Spofford knew that. 
I da not know that he did. I do not know that he was present at the 
time ; but it is a well-known fact that the sessions of that board were 
open to the counsel on both sides. K 

Mr. HILL. We offer to prove they had secret sessions. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It isa well-known fact that the returning board 
were de by counsel on both sides, that parties filed with 
them affidavits at any time. Judge Spofford co have gone there 
and filed papers as well as Governor Kellogg. 

Now, what is the gravamen of the charge made, not by Judge Spof- 
ford but by the Senator from Georgia, after it was found the commit- 
tee was going to report? That Governor Kellogg had had a talk in 
private with the returning board. Suppose he had, is that any rea- 
son why he should not have a seat in Senate if he was elected to 
it? Ido not know that he did. I take it for granted he did not, 

Mr. HILL. Just give us a chance and we will prove it. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It cannot be so, because if Judge Spofford had 
known it on the 2ist of November—and he must have known it then 
if he knows it now—he would have offered to prove it in writing as 
he was required to do then. 

Mr. HILL. Judge Spofford made this allegation early in November 
in his first statement. He has had no opportunity to produce the 
proof until the issue was made up. . 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Judge Spo bord, as I have said over and over 
1 was required to put in writing just what he wanted to be 
allowed to prove, and he did it; and there it is; and after his case has 
been el he comes in and says there is something else which he 
wished but did not ofter to prove. Is it not exceedingly improbable 
that since the 2ist of November Judge Spofford has ascertained any 
new evidence upon this sat Is it not far more probable that 
the desire of de a at the bottom of this claim? It seems to me so, 
because I cannot believe that Mr. Spofford did not then know what 
he wished to prove. 

What does the charge made in committee by the Senator from 
Georgia amount tof 

Suppose that the democratic claimant from South Carolina should 
get his seat and that at some future day it should be proposed to 
oust him because when the Senate was engaged in judicially 1 
his right to sit he had talked in private with some one of the jad 
Would the Senator from Geo listen to such a suggestion as that f 
Yet upon the claim of General Butler to a seat in this body are we 
not acting as a judge, and it is as improper for him to converse pri- 
vately with any of us as it would have been for Governor Kellogg to 
talk in private with the returning board. 

Mr. HILL. Will you say that the statement I made before the 
committee would not be admissible evidence under the charge made 
in 5 Judge Spofford? Will you say that the statement I 
made an that I have stated here this morning would not be ad- 
aa in testimony to establish the charge in that fourth specifi- 
cation 
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Mr. WADLEIGH. Isay that this ane against Mr. Kellogg as it 
was stated to the committee is too trivial to furnish ground for de- 
lay, and also that the whole subject has been fully investigated 


a 3 

Mr. HILL. It is this: Governor Kellogg 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I do not yield. It is absurd to say that Gov- 
ernor 1 conversing in private with the returning board 
vitiates his title to a seat in the Senate. It seems especially so after 
what we have seen on this floor for a few days past. 

Perhaps my friend the Senator from Geo has arrived at such 
serene heights of virtue that he will not talk with the democratic 
claimants about their title to seats. If he has, I admit that he is 
justified in his course. But I hope he will not fail to censure his 
political friends for talking with him as well as his political foes for 
talking with the returning board of Lonisiana. 

Mr. HILL. I admit that, if I had had any connection with a re- 
turning board ch d with fraud, in secret session, to induce them to 
make a false Legislature for my benefit, I should not be entitled to a 
seat in this Senate. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. That is begging the whole question. 

Mr. HILL. No; it is the very question in issue. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It is beg ing the whole question, because Mr. 
Spofford did not claim to be able to prove any such thing. 

Mr. HILL rose. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I beg the Senator’s pardon. I do not wish to 
be interrupted. Evidence was taken before committees of this and the 
other House showing what the aflidavits were, and all the circum- 
stances attending their making, and their legality can be determined 
without Ni 5 Louisiana for witnesses. 

Mr. MCDONALD. Mr. President, that the Senate may clearly un- 
derstand the force of this application to recommit the report to the 
Committee on Privileges with instructions to take testimony on the 
points in controversy between the contestants, I desire to call the 
attention of the Senate to one or two facts. 

It has been objected that this course is not necessary because in 
the testimony that has heretofore been taken all the facts that can 
necessarily bear upon the right of Mr. Spofford to a seat on this floor 
have been investigated and the testimony obtained. Now, Mr. Pres- 
ident, I have before me the report, as it has been termed, of the pres- 
ent Secretary of the Treasury, then a Senator of the United States, 
Mr. Sherman, of the proceedings of that board with the accompany- 
ing affidavits and documents which were laid before the Senaté dur- 
ing the last session of apr ea That report discloses the fact that 
the board of returning officers held three kinds of sessions. They 
held first what was called the open session, at which the visiting par- 
ties who were there and persons interested and the attorneys of 
persons interested were allowed to be present. These open sessions 
simply had relation to the order and procedure of business and the 
introdustion of proofs, and nothing more. In these open sessions no 
returns were produ no examination was made of returns. The 
next kind of session held by them was called their executive session. 
At those sessions all parties were excluded except the visiting com- 
mittees and the officers of the board. In this executive session the 
returns that had been received from the various parishes were brought 
out, their seals were broken, and the contents of the returns and ac- 
companying documents examined. 

Then they had another session, called their secret session, from 
which all peaa were ostensibly excluded; but it is charged by 
Judge Spofford, in this proposition to introduce new testimony, that 
the man who is here competing for his seat and others, unauthorized 

rsons, were there present, and that, in this secret session, from 
which Judge Spofford was excluded, from which one side of the com- 
mittees was excluded, there were certain acts done, illegal and fraud- 
ulent, and such as affected the general result. 

Mr. President, the proceedings published in the Sherman report 
show that there were at least three parishes the returns from which 
were examined in what they called their executive session and passed 
as correct, and ordered for compilation and for tabulation, and, when 
the final report of this board of canvassers came to be made, from 
these three parishes polls were excluded that materially changed the 
result of the elections in those parishes; and the gravamen of the 
2 in this fourth specification is that these rejections took place 
in this secret session, where Kellogg was admit and Spofford ex- 
cluded and kept out, and where other unqualified and unauthorized 
peu were, and that this rejection of polls from the three es 

have referred to was made upon no proper protest and without the 
knowledge of the parties interested on the other side that any attack 
had been made upon them; that the returns, when opened in the ex- 
ecutive session at which the visiting committees were present, were 
examined and pronounced correct and over for compilation, 
and that no man on the opposite side of politics from this returning 
board had any knowledge tany of the returns from either of these 
three parishes had been in any manner assailed until they learned it 
by the final report of the returning board. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Will my friend the Senator from Indiana allow 
me to ask him for information, what parishes those three were ?- 

Mr. McDONALD. Yes, sir; the parishes of Natchitoches, Iberia, 
and Vernon. This testimony proposes to lift the veil from those 
secret sessions and to disclose the facts that transpired there, by 
which the political complexion of the Legislature of the State of 


Louisiana was sought to be changed from what the popnlar will in- 
tended it to be; and I say to Senators that if this recommittal takes 
place it is not for delay, but it is for the p of making direct 
proof upon that subject, and when the proof is made it will reach 
some men who have not been very much named in this connection 
yet, and it can be made. e with knowledge on the subject 
when I say that it can be 0. 

Now, it is for the Senate to say whether they will make this inves- 
tigation ox not. A committee of the Senate have refused to do it, 
although the direct 9 was made to it and the exact condi- 
tion of affairs set forth in what the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
HOAR er termed adjectives and adverbs. If it shall be found that 
as to the third claes of consultations which the returning board en- 
tered into, and from which every democrat was excluded, recently 
persons have come forth, and are ung to do so, who were parties 
there, who were in that secret council, who participated in that 
council, who know what conclusions were arrived at and how it was 
that these three parishes which had been passed over as correct and 
sent to the room for tabulation were mutilated and chan and 
polls rejected that materially changed the result of the election in 
those parishes, why should not the proof be received ? 

If the Senators on the other side of the Chamber are afraid of that 
investigation, let them vote down this motion to recommit. If the 
say it is immaterial why or how or by what means this secret council 
laid their hands upon these returns after in their executive session 
they said they were correct, if it makes no difference how they did 
it so that it was done, then as a matter of course they can consist- 
ently vote down this motion. But it is for them to determine. 

I simply rose to state these particular facts, that the actions of 
the returning board which we now seek to teng to the Senate and 
expose were not those that occurred in public, in any sort of public 
session; neither in their public sessions, as they were called, nor in 
pore they termed their executive session, but in secret council and 
conclave. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, my friend the Senator from In- 
diana contends, that the evidence which it is desired to produce in 
reference to three parishes has not been taken. Irepeat that if Judge 
Spofford knew what the Senator from Indiana all on the 21st of 
November, how does it happen that his statement es no allusion 


to it? 
Mr. HILL. I ask the gentleman whether this is a case for special 


pleading. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Judge Spofford was requested to state all the 
facts he expected to prove, so that the committee could ascertain 
whether or not it was desirable to take any more testimony. He did 
so and the committee thereupon closed the hearing. Now he alleges 
that his own neglect is a reason for sending the case back to the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HILL. The resolution was that he should state the points on 
which he desired to take testimony. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I hope I shall be allowed to pro- 


ceed, 

Mr. HILL. I beg pardon. Goon. I will not interrupt you any 
more, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire is 
entitled to the floor without interruption unless he yields. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Judge Spofford perfectly understood what the 
committee desired. He knew they wished to avoid delay. 

It is very strange, if all these facts were known on the 21st of 
November, that Judge Spofford did not say something about them in 
his statement. I believe that these pretended discoveries are merely 
for the purpose of eie, e Senate in its aetion. 

My friend from Indiana referred to three parishes in which he 
contends further investigation is n A e would have the 
Senate believe that the action of the returning board with reference 
to the parish of Vernon was not fully investigated at the last regu- 
lar session of Con 

Mr. McDONALD. The question at issue then was different. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Precisely the same. I sat for weeks taking 
testimony in reference to these very matters in the parish of Ver- 
non. 

Mr. MCDONALD. If the Senator will allow I can say to him 
that we can furnish an additional witness on the Vernon case who 
will testify that the affidavits upon which the board finally pretend 
to have rejected three polls in Vernon Parish were made out and filed 
after they had promulgated their returns. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. negroes if that witness is no better than 
those they have produced, his testimony would have little weight 
with miyon 

Mr. MCDONALD. They are republicans, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes, I believe Littlefield claimed to be a repub- 
lican, and testified with the understanding that he was to have a 
good office if Mr. Tilden got it. 

Mr. McDONALD. No, sir. 

Mr, WADLEIGH. Thatis what Governor Palmer testified to. 

Mr. McDONALD. Governor Palmer did not testify to that. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I will find it in the evidence. 

Mr. McDONALD. Well, find it. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, while thé honorable Senator is 
looking for that, Ishould like to ask a question, if Ido not interrupt him. 
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Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. I do not propose to look it up now, 
but I will hear the question. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to know whether the refusal of the 
committee to stop the wheels of procedure while they might send 
to Louisiana for witnesses to inquire whether somebody had made 
au irregular complaint, was before or after the high-sounding decla- 
mation with which the Chamber rang a few daysago, when the com- 
mittee was arraigned, because it had not sooner made report in the 
Kellogg case? The days were then counted up while the subject had 
been ee the committee, and some months of interval when there 
was no committee were counted also, and the vacation was put in to 
swell the volume of time during which the members of the commit- 
tee had neglected their duties and came short in that diligenee and 
prompt devotion of attention demanded by the urgent importance 
of the case; vated as was said by the fact that a sovereign 
State had been kept without a representative on this floor, and so on. 
I should like to know whether this refusal to halt and go foraging 
after the evidence, now complained of, took place in the comunittee 
before or after the indictment or arraigument of the committee in 
the hearing of the Senate and of the country ? 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from New Hampshire allow me? 

Mr. CONKLING, I am addressing my question to the Senator 
from New Hampshire, Mr. President. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I will state in answer to my friend the Senator 
from New York—— 

Mr. HILL. I should like to be allowed the privilege of answering 
that question. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. That the decision of the committee to close the 
case, to act upon it finally, to which so much objection was made in 
the committee, was after all this complaint that the committee were 
delaying the ease. 

Mr. CONKLING. After these statements in the Senute ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Yes. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I should like to ask my friend from New raed 
shire if any complaints have been made in the Senate or elsewhere in 
regard to their want of diligence in going forward with the Kellogg- 
Spofford ig and, if so, who has ethem; from what quarter have 
they come 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I think that the record will bear me out in the 
statement that it was proposed to disch the committee from the 
consideration of this case on the ground that it was not necessary to 
take any testimony whatever. 

Mr. McDONALD. By whom? By the Senator from Vermont, 
[Mr. EDMUNDS: ] ; 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It was alleged in the beginning that this was 
so simple a case, so plain a case, so obvious a case on the right of Mr. 
Spofford to have a seat in this Chamber, that it was not even neces- 
sary to send it to any committee at all. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I interrupt again ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I feel moved to do so because of my having put 
the Senator from New Hampshire in a position now challenged as to 
its trathfulness. In conseqnence of my question he has alleged that 
it was charged in the Senate that the committee had been in some 
degree derelict in the oie Pad cpt case, and that the action of 
that committee touching that case was criticised. Let me relieve 
the Senator from New Hampshire and his recollection from all respon- 
sibility in that regard. I make the assertion myself that it was denied 
that time was needed by the committee, and further that it was 
charged that the committee had been dilatory in regard to the case. 
I affirm that a democratic Scnator—more than one—arraigned the 
Cammittee on Privileges and Elections because of its delay, counted 
up the days that elapsed at the last session of the Senate, counted up 
the interval of the vacation, although the committee was then out 
of existence, aud charged upon it tardiness and short-coming. 

I say further that a democratic Senator insisted that the creden- 
tials of Spofford and Kellogg should not be referred to the committee 
at all, and so insisted upon the allegation that no further investiga- 
tion of the facts was necessary and that the needed facts were all 
known and fixed. The honorable Senator from Illinois not now in 
his seat [Mr. Davis] grounded, as declared in a remark he made to 
the Senate, his vote inst a reference of that case and his vote in 
favor of a reference of tho Eustis case, upon the supposed distinction 
that in the Spofford-Kellogg case no investigation in committee was 
necessary, but that in the Eustis case the confusion of papers, termed 
credentials, was such that an investigation should occnr. 

I charge further, borrowing a word somewhat novel in the discus- 
sions of the Senate, and which I will withdraw—I allege further that 
it was said by a Senator on the other side that this case was just as 
clear without investigation or evidence as if Kellogg had died and 
the Senate had gone to his funeral; that events, events which the 
world knew, events of which the Senate would and must take jndi- 
cial notice, determined absolutely beyond peradventure or inquiry 
the right of Spofford to take his seat; and I hold up the record to 
prove that my recollection is not at fault. 

I call attention, the attention of the Senate—we heard yesterday a 
declaration of what “the country shall know“ had [commandment 
of what “the country shall know,” as some members of the Senate 
seem to suppose they have, I would call the attention of the country 
also, to the fact that Senators of the same party which recently 


VI——48 


waked the echoes with the din of accusation that the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections had procrastinated and delayed, and that, 
too, in a case wherein not the slightest reason existed to call a wit- 
ness or to prove a fact or conduct an investigation, now, when the 
case is presented by a report, and when the Senate waits to be 
counted on the question whether one or the other of the contestants 
is entitled to be seated, clamor for delay, cry out for procrastination, 
and maneuver for time, by insisting that instead of the truth being 
as heretofore asserted by them and in their behalf, the Committee on 
Privil and Elections should become a police-court and go to the 
Gulf of Mexico for witnesses to ascertain the truth of allegations of 
fraud aimed at one of the contestants. And, curiously enough, the 
motion is most vehemently supported by the same Senator who, on a 
memorable and recent night, was heard declaiming to the Senate 
about the immateriality, the impertinence, the outlandishness and 
8 of an inquiry whether a claimant of a seat in the Senate had 
or had not been privy to murder. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. To secure his election, 

Mr. CONKLING, And, as alleged, for the pu of influencin 
his election. If I mistake not, I heard some indignation ex | 
that a gentleman, a gentleman of such consequence as to be thought 
of ina 28 State in connection with the Senate of the United 
States, should arraigned npon u question whether in truth he 
ganes here with his hands and face dripping with the blood of mur- 

er 

Mr. President, I had no purpose of entering this debate at this 
moment; but my credulity well-nigh refused to respond to the 
draft made upon it when I heard, not one democratic Senator but 
more than one rise, almost before the echoes of their counter- 
arguments had died awa: „ to complain that the Committee on 
Privil and Elections not longer delayed, had not investi- 

ted, not sent to a remote section of the country for evidence 
fearing only on a point which on the occasion just referred to was 
ridiculed as utterly foreign, impertinently remote from the duty of 
the Senate, and offensive to justice and right. 

Before I sit down, if my friend will pardon me one moment fur- 
ther, I will notice a remark which but now fell from the honorable 
Senator from Indiana. Complaint was not made, said he, of delay 
in the Kellogg-Spofford case. Complaint was made, then, in his under- 
standing, of delay in cases coming after the Kellogg-Spofford case. 
Was thatindeed thecomplaint? Oomplaint then was made first that 
the committee had not concluded the Kellogg-Spofford case, and sec- 
ond, that it had not acted in season to go to other cases to come after 
and to conclude them also! The complaint was so great as that, was 
it? So much the more glaring is the inconsistency witnessed now. 

Mr. McDONALD. No, sir; the assumption of the Senator from 
New York that the other cases are after this is not borne out by the 
record. They stood before it so far as this Senate is concerned. 

Mr. CONKLING. No, Mr. President, the record of the Senate does 
not touch the standing order of the cases in the committee. My 
statement is borne out in the only way possible—it is borne out by 
the faet—borne out by the undoubted fact that the committee had 
taken up as it had a right to do the Kellogg-Spofford case first, and 
that the other cases were after coming; not by the record of the Sen- 
ate, for the record of the Senate does not in any way determine the 
order of proceeding in the committee one way or the other. The 
conclusive fact is that the committee took the ellogg case into con- 
sideration first, and therefore the other cases must come after that 
case. And now we are invited to remember that the complaint was 
not only that the Kellogg-Spofford case had not been put ont of the 
way but that it had not been put out of the way soon enough to take 
up and conclude the other cases also. 

Now when another and a later case has been by main force wrenched, 
unready and unprepared, from the committee; now when the power 
of nambers has been resorted to to twist and rend the rules and pro- 
ceedings of the Senate in order that summarily a later case may be 
brought here without report and without elucidation; now when the 
committee meanwhile has come in with a report in the Louisiana 
ease; now when the majority, a majority of the Senate, is ready to 
act upon that case, in denial of the whole argument and contention 
of the other side, in refutation of all the complaints and accusations 
made a, t the committee and of the nature of the case itself as 
heretofore asserted, Senators rise to insist that the Kellogg case, the 
first case taken up by the committee, the case which blocked all the 
others, which occupied the committee until it was disposed of, has 
been reported prematurely, and that it should have been kept back 
in the committee while process went from the Capitol to the Gulf to 
bring witnesses to testify in respect of the personal conduct, the de- 
portment, the individual proceedings of one of the contestants touch- 
ing matters to which frand is the harshest name applied! Fraud is 
bad enough, but it is not the highest of crimes known to the law. 

Sir, I do not assert that “the fitness of things” is noticeably violated 
by this latest phase of the affair, I think it would be difficult, if I 
may be pardoned for frankness, to do anything possible under the 
rules of the Senate, or under any construction into which they can 
be tortured, which would appear very ill in the midst of recent pro- 
ceedings. Such expedients of inconsistency and contradiction be- 
come nearly invisible in the midst of surrounding and eclipsing 
events. If they stood alone almost anywhere, in any forum, in any 
legislative vody, and especially in the Senate of the United States, it 
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Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I had not finished. 

Mr. GORDON. Will my friend allow me a moment f 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire is en 
titled to the floor. ‘ 

Mr. GORDON. I shall occupy but a few minutes. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I shall speak but a few moments longer, and 
the Senator from Georgia can follow. While my friend the Senator 
from New York has been addressing the Senate, I have found Gov- 
ernor Palmer’s pare | as to what the understanding was with 
reference to the witness Littlefield receiving compensation for swear- 
ing in the Vernon Parish case. 

Sir. McDONALD. The statement of the Senator was that he was 
to receive a good office in case Mr. Tilden should be declared elected. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. If the Senator will turn to page 3079 of the 
Howe report, he will find the following question by Senator HOWE. 
After some questions about this subject-matter, this question was put 
to Governor Palmer: 

$ to have stated isely what you said on all but you 
ieee hag 3 of 98 belloved to have been Mr. 22 — 
pression, derived from your conversation with him, as to the matter of compensa- 
aon 2 the 5 he rendered, have you not! 

et g 

, ‘ant your own feeling on that subject ? 

. Yes, sir; I intended to do ao. : 

Q No doubt very candidly. Now, right upon that point, withont expecting you 
to repeat the exact lan; I want to know if you recollect now what, at the 
time, was your own general idea as to how Mr. Littlefield's services were to be 
iota sews tae ea Ta ean apa ae a rai faletas 
service ander Mr. Tilden’s piigatnistcation. oe that he was to be recompensed in 
*. Not in money, sir. I do not think that was in my ya A? paneon throngh 
my mind as to how he could be rewarded, and I had it in my that if Tilden 
was elected a place would be found for him somewhere outside of the State of 
Louisiana—somewhere in the North. ‘That is tho idea that was in my mind at the 
time. It was not very clear. You gentlemen who have been long connected with 
politics would be able to make up your minds on sach a point with more e33 
than myself I had simply a sort of general idea that we might be able to stick 
e VA OA In some good pastu 

The Wrrsess. Yes; I thought he woul 
ployment. 

That is the witness who testified in the Vernon Parish case, in which 
the Senator from Indiana tells us more evidence is needed. All these 
matters were fully inyestigated by the Field and Howe committees. 
The returning board and their clerks came here and testified at great 
length. The endeavor was to procure evidence upon all the charges 
now made, and as to the conduct of the returning board and everybody 
else who had anything todo with them. The witness Littlefield was 
dependent upon his uncle, who was the bitterest enemy of the returning 
board, who had been a republican and had been removed from office for 
cause. Dependent upon him, he solicited employment as a clerk of 
that board. They re to employ him, but through some of their 
clerks who knew him he finally succeeded in procuring employment. 
Governor Wells had no acquaintance with him. Yet his story was 
that Governor Wells with no previous acqnaintance bluntly asked 
him to commit forgery, without any preliminaries at all, and that he 
did it; that he took the altered paper, carried it home, threw it into 
a drawer, in a house where he lived with his mistress, whom with her 
children he afterward deserted, and forgot all about the forgery for 
eight or ten days. 

. CONKLING, Is that the same one who was to have the office ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The very same. 

Mr. DAWES. Does the Senator from New Hampshire know what 
has become of this Littlefield now : : 

Mr. OGLESBY. He is destitute, 

Mr. McDONALD. I believe he went back to Massachusetts, 

Mr, DAWES. Perhaps he went up there to get his pay, but he 
was not appreciated there and he is destitute now. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. He testified before the committee that Governor 
Wells requested him to commit that forgery for the purpose of elect- 
ing certain candidates to office, naming them, and the offices for which 
they were candidates. Tho committee found, on taking the figures 
and the returns, that this forgery did not affect the election of those 
candidates at all. Then he shifted his ground and said it was to elect 
a member of the Legislature from that parish. So far as that is con- 
cerned, the member of the Legislature whom it was to elect was a 
democrat. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is probably true, then. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The forgery was not necessary for republican 
success, because the returnin had ascertained before that 
time that there were legally elected a majority of republicans both 
in the senate and the house. The forgery was wholly unnecessary. 
Not only that, but at the time the Sherman committee was in Loui- 
siana statements of votes from Vernon Parish were opened and ex- 
hibited in their presence, they were examined, and the true vote 
published by both political parties. Governor Wells and his associ- 
ates knew all that, and consequently if they committed that forgery 
or were parties to it they knew that it would be immediately de- 
tected. But the wituess Littlefield swore that he did not know the 


re? 
be rewarded by office—by office or em- 


true returns had been published. A majority of the Senate commit- 
tee believed that he alone committed the fo: ; that by it hesought, 
first, to revenge the supposed wrongs of his uncle and, secondly, to 
sell his f and perjured testimony. He did sell it, but, unfortun- 
ately for him, upon condition. 

Mr. McDONALD. I should like to ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections whether he does not know that 
Governor Wells, whilst testifying before the House committee in 
New Orleans, said that he had no knowledge of the transposition of 
the votes in the pan of Vernon until the canyass published by the 
returning board had been printed, and whether he did not call it a 
clerical error by which one hundred and seventy-eight votes were 
taken from the democratic candidates and — 5 — to the repub- 
lican candidates. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I thank my friend from Indiana for asking that 

nestion, for it reminds me to state what I migas have forgotten, 

vernor Wells did so testify, and it was true. The testimony taken 
by the House committee showed how that forgery worked itselt into 
the returns made by the returning board. 

Mr. McDONALD. Now—— 

Mr, WADLEIGH. Wait until I finish answering the question. The 
clerks of the board testified that the particular clerk who had the 
statements from any parish to compile gave to the recording clerk 
an oral statement of the vote of that parish, which was taken down 
by the recording clerk without any examination of the papers by 
him; that then the statements were made up by him and signed by 
the returning board withont their examining the original papers at 
all. Littlefield had the statement of votes from Vernon Parish, and 
after committing the forgery gave orally to the recording clerk the 
figures as altered, and consequently the forgery found its way into 
the final returns which were published, flatly contradicting the true 
vote which the returning board had given to both democrats and 
republicans when the statements of votes were opened. 

. McDONALD. Now, I wish to say right here that the proof 
which is offered in this case goes to show that after that discovery 
was made by Governor Wells in his examination before the House 
committee at New Orleans, affidavits were obtained and placed on 
file in regard to three of the polls in Vernon Parish which were pre- 
tended to be excluded, and that was done after they had gone through 
and adjourned their board. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. The whole subject-matter of the alleged mis- 
conduct of the board was inquired into by the committees last winter. 

Mr. McDONALD. Is there any proof of that? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Everything and everybody having any connec- 
tion with the returning board was investigated. 

Mr. McDONALD. Was that proven before the committee last 
spring? We pronose to prove it now. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Ido not know whether it was or not, nor do I 
care. I know that on the 2ist of November Judge Spofford made a 
statement of all he expected to prove or desired to prove, and there 
is nothing in that statement except what refers to the exploded 
story of Littlefield. For the sake, it seems to me, of getting more 
delay, some Senator makes some startling discovery every half hour. 
It is a little singular that ee Spofford knew nothing of his own 
case until it been reported back to the Senate. Tho judges here 
are discovering rich mines of new testimony and insisting that the 
case shall be sent back to the committee, so that he may be allowed 
to prove more than he thought of when his case was being heard. 

Mr. HOAR. Before the chairman—— 

Mr. McDONALD, Suppose there had been no offer to prove it at 
all before the committee and it is now offered to prove it in the Sen- 
ate, and there is reason for it, should the Senate refuse to hear it ? 

Mr. HOAR. Before the chairman of tho committee sits down I 
wish to call his attention—— 

Mr. WADLEIGH, Let me answer my friend from Indiana, I 
should like to know whether the next witness in the Vernon Parish 
matter expects to get an office in the Senate, in case Mr, Spofford's 
admission changes its political complexion. Probably something of 
that kind would turn Bp 

Mr. McDONALD, Ido notsuppose that he has any expectation of 
getting an office from the gentleman’s friends. Those who have that 
certainly keep their mouths closed. 

Mr. HOAR. Before the Senator from New Hampshire sits down or 
pee from that point, I desire to inquire of him whetherthe Vernon 

arish representative took his seat in the Legislature at the time of 
the vote for Kellogg, or if his election has any bearing on this sen- 
atorial question at all? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It has not the slightest bearing on the senato- 
rial question. He was not present when the house was organized 
nor when Mr. Kellogg was elected, and his vote was not material in 
any way. I do not think he voted at all in the Packard house, 

Mr, McMILLAN. He was a democrat, was he not ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. He was a democrat, J 

Mr. McDONALD. On that point the following statement is at 
variance with the statement of the chairman of the committee: 


And that said Brown took his seat in the Packard house, and figures on the 
journal as present on the 2d of January, 1877, when there was a pretended count 
of votes for governor and lieutenant-governor in joint assembly, perhaps ono or 
two other oceasions, but that he afterward abandoned that y and went home, 
acknowledging that he never had been elected, 
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Mr. HOAR. He took no part in the senatorial election. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. He took no t whatever in the organization 
of the Honse nor in the senatorial election. If he took any part on 
the day when the votes for Governor Packard were counted, his pres- 
ence was wholly unnecessary to make a legal quorum. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. President, I wish to say a word in reply to the 
remarkable utterances of the Senator from New York, not with any 
view of convincing that Senator but I wish to immortalize, if I can, 
the heroism of the position he now assumes, which, to say the least 
of it, is very unique in its inconsistency. For two days the Senator 
and his associates have resisted the motion to recommit the Louisiana 
case, which motion recites the fact that charges of frand in procuring 
his election have been wade against Mr. Kellogg, and with assurance 
that these c can be proven by competent testimony. Yet in the 
face of that resistance of the pending motion resting upon such gravo 
considerations, the Senator from New York indulges in bitter denun- 
ciation of General Butler, of South Carolina, because, as he charges, 
this gentleman is an vrei Le in the riot at Hamburgh. He refases 
investigation into a direct charge of fraud participated in by Kellogg, 
by which fraud he is said to have secured his election; yet the Sena- 
tor insists that Butler shall not be seated beeause of the false and 
mulicious intimation of his participation in the Hamburghriot. Suchis 
the Senator’s consistency. And he seeks to defame General Butler 
upon testimony which I shall show has been wholly invalidated, and 
by witnesses who have been discredited and dishonored. 

A few days ago that Senator indulged in these words in comment- 
ing upon General Butler's case: 

If it were alleged against one claiming a seat in the Senate that on the 22 
ceding his choice he had gone out and with his own hand done a number of murders, 
which murde’s were done upon members of the Logislatare who would vote nst 
him, and in uence of their absence a majority was found for him—a majority 
thus produced, am I wroug in supposing that suc’ facts would belong to the inquiry 
when the Sonate as to him came to judge of the election, qualification, and return 
of its members! 

By implication, then, by indirection the Senator from New York 
ch General Butler with being particeps criminis to murders in 
the State of South Carolina. He advances auother step this morning, 
and, with holy hands uplifted, he asks if we are not to inquire into 
the validity of the election of a claimant who comes to us with hands 
reeking with murder. 

Mr. CONKLING, Mr. President, will the Senator allow me a mo- 
ment? 

Mr. GORDON. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should be very sorry to do anything to inter- 
fere with the theory and plan of the Senator’s speech, which I see is 
going to be a very fine one; but if ho will allow me here, I wish to 
say, and I will appeal to the record taken down by the stenographer, 
not only that I did not mean, but that I did not say what he now 
imputes tome. Nowhere, on either of the occasions to which he has 
referred, did I state anything tonching my own conviction or belief 
of the blamelessness or the guilt of the contestant he refers to in 
regard to the matters to which he alluded. I simply said hypothet- 
ically that such allegations were made, and that in the first and 
the graver case it was contended that they were unworthy of inves- 
tigation and immaterial in their character; that in the last and 
more trivial of the two cases it was insisted now that delay should 
take place in order that they might be investigated; and my attempt 
was—I do not know how I succeeded—to hold up in contrast these 
two positions, conflicting as they scemed to me to be. But I dis- 
claim, and I am willing to be tried by the notes of the reporter, 
having said of either of these contestants, that my belief was that 
the one was free from all blame or that the other was in any respect 
guilty of the wrongs charged against him. I expressed no opinion 
in either regard. But then I have no objection to the Senator con- 
ducting his speech of course upon such a theory as he thinks is de- 
sirable. It is said that rhetoric does not bear to be too closely con- 
fined by the rules of arithmetic, or by some other matters of fact. 

Mr. GORDON. And nothing so much illustrates the Senator’s last 
remark as does his own rhetoric. 

Now, Mr. President, I will ask the reporter to read that part of the 
remarks of the gentleman from New York in which he uses the ex- 
pression “ hands reeking with murder.” 

Mr. HILL. While the reporter is finding that I wish to state 

Mr. GORDON. Never mind; I will go en. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish the Senator would have it read. It strikes 
me favorably as far as I bave heard it, 

Mr. GORDON. It will strike the country, Mr. President, in a very 
different light, Other people will not be so well satisfied with the 
Senator's remarks, possibly. The Senator said he did not intend, even 
by implication, to charge General Butler, of South Carolina, with 
ag privy to any frand, to any murder, to anyintimidation by which 
he might have secured his seat or a majority of the Legislature which 
elected him. It will be remembered that during the session of the 
28th the Senator rose to comment upon the testimony recited by the 
chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, sworn to by 
one Dock Adams, whose testimony seemed to be relied on more than 
any other to fix upon General Batler the responsibility of the massa- 
cre of Hamburgh. In commenting upon that testimony, the Senator 
from New York, in order to impress it upon the country, eulogized 
this witness in the most extraordinary manner. Not content with 


ordinary iudorsement of this witness, the Senator characterized him 
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in his ee style as a “leader of men”—not only as leader but a 
“born leaderof men.” 

Now, Mr. President, who is Dock Adams, this eulogized witness 1 
The Senator grew eloquent as he contemplated an Adams command- 
ing a company of n militia; and the rhetoric to which the Senator 
has so facetiously referred appear in the extracts I read : 

Some principles will be disputed in the case of any claimant, even one wearing 
such proud distinctions as we have heard of in this debate, a gentieoman— 

Ah, Mr. President, the Senator does not intend to reflect 5 tho 
claimant from South Carolina; but who that heard him, who that 
saw the manner in which he has again and again referred to the term 
“gentleman,” as applied to General Butler, can fail to understand his 
temper and motives ł— 

a gentleman deemed important enongh by a sovereign State to be talked of f. 
—— and such a personage lente te no more eee than the humble 
man whose testimony has been read and who whatever his lot, fate, or color is a 
born leader of men— 

Now, Mr. President, the Senator says that this claimant, General 
Butler, is entitled to no more consideration than this “born leader of 
men“ 

He may be unlettered; he may have been 
may be descended from tiger-hunters on the 
Is that rhetoric? [Laughter.]— 
but of whatever race he is, no man ever did the acts he recounts unless he had in 

him the stuff and metal which constitate primacy among men. 

Now, let us see what is the “stuff and metal” which give Dock 
Adams “primacy among men.” When I heard this glowing rhetoric 
from the Senator in reference to this witness, I felt my State pride 
kindle afresh, for I remembered that this stuff and metal” which 
gave him “ primacy among men” must have been accumulated in his 

rson in Georgia during the long series of years when he was a resi- 

ent of my State, It is only recently, let me say, that he has removed 
to South Carolina, In the course of this investigation in South Car- 
olina, a witness was called to ascertain something of the character 
and antecedents of Adams, this remarkable witness. Who is Dock 
Adams? A Mr. Taliaferro is sworn, and testifies as follows: 


N What is your age? 
nswer. I am about thirty-seven this month. 
. Where do you live! 
In Augusta. 
2 What is yonr ocenpation ? 
. I am a clerk of the court of Richmond County, 8 
amed Dock Adams. 


ome ETP black by nature's brush; he 
old Coast of Africa 


2 State whether you know a colored man n 
have known k Adams for the past twelve years. 

. Whero does he reside? 

. Ihave vo idea. I understand that he resides in Carrollton, South Carolina. 
Q 25 you know his general character! 

- tho, 


9 What is his general character for truth and veracity ! 
From his general character I would not believe him on oath. 
2 Ho has sworn, among many other thing 
hat he owns seven or eight hundred dollars’ worth of property in Georgia, and 
about two thousand dollars’ worth of property in Tennessee. Do you know any- 
thing about his pecuniary circumstances 

A. Woll, sir, L will beas brief as possible. I have been at the city-hall in Augusta, 
the headquarters of all the officers in our county, for the past ten years. During 
that time, or during the first four years of that N Dock Adams was a pretty 
general loafer about the offices and hall-yard. He did nothing. For two years L 
made out the . is of Richmond County; I think that amounted to somo- 
thing over $18,000, 

How much of that was Dock. Adams's ? 

Dock Adams invariably returned a poll-tax—nothing more. 

What! this “born leader of men” testifying to an untruth? -Is 
that the “stuff and metal” he has in him? boes that constitute 
“primacy among men!“ 

ere is another witness—— 

Mr. CONKLING. That list, if I may inquire, of course contained 
all the property in Tennessee that anybody might possess ? 

Mr. GORDON. I do not know what the list contained. 

Mr. CONKLING. I infer that a list in Georgia of property assess- 
able there naturally would include property in Tennessee. 

Mr. GORDON. It is useless for the Senator to seek refuge in such 
an issue. Adams swore that he owned property in Georgia, and no 
mere quibble will suffice to divert the force of this testimony, by one 


who had full knowledge of the facts. 
ae aa ER. Will the Senator from Georgia submit to an inter- 
ruption 


Mr. GORDON. Pardon me a moment. Now, who is the other wit- 


ness, Mr. Christian? 
estion, State your our of residence, and business. 
phe. ae reside in Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia; 
in your town by the namo of 


nswer, My is 
I chief of police. 


State whether, at any time, you knew a n 


Dock Adams; and, if you say yes, do you know his general repu 7 
A. I know him well. 

Door one ere a known him? 

have known h Gaga neha iar bk erans dc 

Ne arya AE SO t 

Jes, sir. 

AA inog uar 

s general reputation is bad. 
Bad for what? 


For getting inte rows, and he is a common loafer. 


Ah, it was in rows, then, that he was “a born leader of men”— 


. Where have you known him? 
. I bavo known him in Augusta. 
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What is his business there? ` 
He had no business when I knew him. He sometimes worked a little at the 
carpenter's trade, but not very often. 

Q. How long have you been chief of in Augusta ! 

A. I was elected in 1842, and, with the exception of about four years, I have 
been there, I think, ever since, until the present time. 

Now, Mr. President, I presume this witness is entitled to as much 
credit as this “descendant of the tiger-hunters of the gold coast of 
Africa.” (Laughter. His skin, it is true, is not “ painted black by 
nature’s brush ”—he that misfortune—but he is a white man and 
belongs therefore to that race of men upon whom the God of humanity 
has set his own seal, and which He selected as the medium of the 
incarnation of His son. 

Here is a man who for thirty or forty ree during all the changes 
of political administrations, has held, by the votes of all political 
parties, one of the chief places of trust and of responsibility in the 
community in which he lives; and this gentleman says that he would 
not believe this witness, Dock Adams, upon his oath. Here is the 
direct and positive averment, under oath, by this enlogized witness 
that he owned property in Georgia, which testimony is flatly contra- 
dicted by the most responsible and well informed of witnesses. The 
fact is that he either did not own the property—swore falsely in his 
claim—or, if he did own it, he swore to a false return when he was 
called upon for his taxes. 

Mr. TELLER. I should like to ask the gentleman a question. 
What was the character of the real estate that Adams swore he owned 
in Georgia? A 

Mr. GORDON. I do not know. 

Mr. TELLER. Did he not swear it was real estate that he owned 
in Georgia and that it was real estate that he owned in Tennessee? 

Mr. RDON. That is perfectly immaterial. Real estate in 
Seene is taxed as is personal property, and he paid no tax upon 
either. 

Mr. TELLER. I will ask the gentleman, as he has submitted to 
an interruption 

Mr. GORDON. Now, Mr. President 

Mr. TELLER. Very well; if the gentleman does not want to 
answer—— 

Mr. GORDON. If the Senator knows, let him state it. I certainly 
have not the least objection. 

Mr. TELLER. If he has no objection, I should like to state 

Mr. GORDON. Now, Mr. President 

Mr. TELLER. Very well; the gentleman does not yield. 

Mr. GORDON. I should like to oblige the Senator, but I must go 

on. 
Now, Mr. President, it is upon such evidence, from such a witness, 
that the distinguished Senator-elect from South Carolina is to be de- 
nied his seat, and the State is to be refused her chosen representative, 
whose honor and reputation are to be thus wantonly assailed, Sir, he 
is the peer in all the elements of exalted manhood of any Senator upon 
the floor. From the close of the war to this time he has, by men of both 
races and of both parties, been regarded as a conservator of the peace 
in the State of South Carolina. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator allow me to read him an ex- 
tract 1 5 General Butler's testimony before a committee of tho 
House 

Mr. GORDON. Not now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that very point? I think it would come in 
very handsomely. 

8 GORDON. I will finish my remarks and the Senator can then 
t. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Idid not intend to say anything, only to read one 
verse of about ten lines. 

3 SORDON: I know very well how hard it is sometimes to hear 

e truth. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iseo my friend feels that very excitedly. 

Mr. GORDON. Iholdin my band a statement made by citizens 
living at the town of 1 or in the county of Aiken, and a 
statement of citizens of Edgefield, many of them ex-members of the 
Legislature, all of them republicans, some ex-school-commissioners, 
some members of the town council, some teachers, in which they vol- 
unteer a reply, and a most fitting and eloquent . in its 
simplicity and truthfulness—to the unwarran assault upon Gen- 
eral Butler's reputation. I wish the country to know what these col- 
ored people say of this much wronged man, They say: 

We, the undersi col field Court House 3 
3 state that — . Gen M. C. Butler, eee (hos 
South Carolina, from the days of his boyhood ; that although he was an active sup- 
porter of the confederate cause and fought h the war to the last, he was one 
of the first to recognize the results of the war and our freedom from slavery, 
has again and in defended our race in the courts, often without pay, and has 
exerted his influence to ree justice done us. And, furthermore, we as re- 
publicans desire to state that we believe the best interests of the State and of all of 


our people would be promoted by the admission of General Butler into the United 
States — He is a pronounced democrat, but we believe he is honest and lib- 


7 * * * * 


eral and would work impartially for the interests of the peona at large. Woknow 
notbing of our own knowledge of the Hamburgh difficulty, but feel satisfied from 
our intimato knowledge of 
counseling or aiding 
done him, 


Yet this “descendant of the tiger-hunters on the Gold Coast of 
Africa” takes issue with these people of his own party and race who 


Butler's character t he is not capable of 
such riots; and we believe that great injustice has been 


have held ong of profit, of trust, and of honor; and the Senator 
from New York intends no reflection upon General Butler when he 
eulogizes this fries whose testimony, false and malicions as I have 
shown it to be, is relied upon to convict this claimant of complicity 
with murder. 

But what say the colored people of Hamburgh :? 

The undersigned, colored citizens of Hamburgh and vicinity, desire as an act of 
— to General M. C. Butler to state that the evidence given before General P. 

Rivers, acting coroner, immediately after the Hambu riot, does him great 
injustice. Excitement was running very high and our fee! against the white 
race had beeu very much worked np, and Butler being a prominent gen- 
tleman in politics, and, as we afterward heard, was in Hamburgh by accident, the 
testimony was very much biased and one-sided. 

But, Mr. President, is such testimony of no avail? Are these 
charges to be iterated and reiterated against General Butler, if not 
directly, by indirection ? Are we to be still told, when we ask to have 
Kelloge’scomplicity with the returning-board fraud investigated, that 
General Butler isch. by Dock Adams with complicity with murder? 
Sir, who is General Butler? He is no common outlaw escaping the 
justice due to his crimes. He has demanded a trial by thecourts of the 
conntry, and no evidence to sustain the charge has or can be found. 
He has not been “painted black by nature’s brnsh;” but his talents 
and character have given to him a high place in the esteem of his 
fellow-men. He may not be a born leader of men—certainly such a 
leader as this false witness against him he is not—a witness who is 
poron by indisputable evidence to be a leader, if leader at all, of 

oafers and of liars. Such a leader General Butler is not; but he is a 
descendant of men whom the country has recognized and history has 
crowned as t leaders of men. On one side he descends from the 
“Swamp Fox” of the Revolution, and on the other from the hero of 
Lake Erie. In the veins, therefore, of this man meet and mingle 
the bloods of Francis Marion of South Carolina, and of Oliver Haz- 
ard Perry, whose deeds are emblazoned on the walls of the Capitol. 
Ah, Mr. President, I do not envy the disposition to blacken the reputa- 
tion of a man who by the testimony of men of all races and political 
associations is the embodiment of all that is knightly in the soldier, 
generous in deportment, honorable in manhood, and patriotic in the 
citizen. I have said this in justice to a gentleman who is not upon 
the floor to defend himself. 

But I come now to the charge that General Butler has procured Lis 
seat by intimidation. The Hamburgh difficulty is referred to in this 
debate as having, by its reflex action upon the apprehensions of the 
colored people in South Carolina, influenced their votes in the suc- 
ceeding election. The e riot occurred in July, six months 

revious to the election. But Cainhoy occurred in October, two weeks 

fore the election. How is it that Senators forget Cainhoy and re- 
member only Hamburgh? At Hamburgh one white man and four 
or five colored men were killed six months previous to the election. 
At pe in October, two weeks before the election, fifteen white 
men were killed or wounded, from which nine died, and no colored 
men 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, will my friend from Georgia 
allow me to correct him there ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Georgia yield to 
the Senator from Sonth Carolina? 

Mr. GORDON. Yes, sir; if I have not stated the facts correctly I 
want them. 

Mr. PATTERSON. As I understand the Senator from Georgia he 
says fifteen white men were wounded or killed but that no colored 
men were killed at Cainhoy. 

Mr. GORDON. That is my understanding. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I know the Senator would not make a mis- 
statement. 

Mr. GORDON. By no means. 

Mr. PATTERSON. By no means. I have too much respect for 


m. 

Mr. GORDON. What are the facts ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Eight white men were killed and two colored 
men were killed. One colored man was killed first. That is what 
commenced the difficulty. An old man was leaning against the stand 
where the kers were ing 

Mr. GORDON. Very well. The poins I am seeking to make is 
this: that the Hamburgh riot is used in this debate in order to preju- 
dice General Butler’s claim to his seat upon the ground that the ter- 
rorism created by that riot influenced the election six months there- 
after and secured General Butler his election to the Senate, whereas 
the Cainhoy riot, occurring but two weeks before the election, is pro- 
sumed to have exercised no influence whatever upon the election. 
Mr. President, such logic will not do, 

Mr. PATTERSON. In corroboration of What 

Mr. GORDON. If the Senator will allow me a moment 

Mr. PATTERSON. I only wish to corroborate what the Senator 
says in regard to the election in Aiken County. I have never heard 
a charge made that there was ever any intimidation usod in Aiken 
County, although that was the county in which this difficulty oc- 
curred seyeral months before the election. From all the testimony I 
have heard from parties living in that county, thero nover was any 
intimidation. 

Mr. SARGENT. Was it not in July that this massacre occurred in 
Aiken, in this very campaign? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Yes, sir. 


1877. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Will the Senator from South Caro- 
lina allow me to ask him in what county the so-called Ellenton riots 
occurred ? ; 

Mr. PATTERSON. In Barnwell. 

Mr. CONKLING. Hamburgh is in Aiken? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Hamburgh is in Aiken and Ellenton is in Barn- 
well. In Barnwell County there was a difficulty, but not in Aiken 
County. The Senator from Georgia is right. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. President, what are the facts about this intimida- 
tion? It will be remembered that Governor Chamberlain issned a 
proclamation disbanding every white armed organization in the State 
of South Carolina. It will be farther remembered that that procla- 
mation was succeeded by one from the President of the United States 
of the same character; and that the white companies in the State 
were disbanded under that eie That proclamation was 
issued upon the pretense by Governor Chamberlain that South Caro- 
lina was an armed camp. Sir, what is the proof? Let republicans 
answer. I call the attention of the Senate and the country once 
more to the fact that every judge with one exception in the State 
testifies to the fact that reigned throughout the entire State, and 
denice me in saying t rge e by Governor Chamber- 

in is a base slander upon South Carolina. By the testimony of 
these judicial officers, peace, good order, and the observance of the 
law prevailed in every county and community, Among these wit- 
nesses is Chief-Justice Moses, and who is he? A loyal republican. 
Here follows the testimony of associate Justice Willard. Who is he? 
A loyal republican. Here also is the statement of Judge Mackey, a 
republican judge. Next follows the testimony of Judge Cook, a re- 
publican judge. The striking concurrence of this testimony from 
such sources ought to avail and would avail in any court of justice, 
and will be esteemed by the country as conclusive. 

I will read one or two of these: 

SUMTER, S. C., October 7, 1876. 


Just preceding the election for the Legislature which elected Gen- 
eral Butler to the Senate— 

My Dear Sir: Iam just in receipt of your note, and at once reply to the same. 
For the last three or four months I have not been in any of the counties but those 
of Sumter and Richland. Within that period I have been present at only i pa: 
litical 88 held by the republican Lagi ana the other, to-day, at this 
place, by the democrats. Although I was at the latter but a short time, I was for 
the greater part of the day in the streets, with acest Gee eh nar of observing the 
behavior and demeanor of the large concourse which the occasion had broaght to- 

er, The collection co of citizens on foot and horseback. I saw in no 
natance any exhibition of arms or any behavior inconsistent with the strictest pro- 
pricty. At the republican meeting to which I have above referred there was no 


attempt at interruption. 
I shall require very stron to satisfy me that South Carolina is an armed 


evidence 
camp. I know of nothing which would lead me so to conclude. For myself I do not 
know of anything which would make me doubtful in any part of the State of enjoy- 
ing the same security which I feel attaches to me under my own roof. 
f trust the day is distant when violations of the peace in our own borders will 
require the interference of any arm more potent than that of the law. 
Very res ly, yours, 


General Wave HAMPTON. 

F. J. M who was chief. justiee of the State. Here is the letter 
of Associate Justice Willard, a republican, a Union soldier from the 
State of New York: 

Dear Sim: Your note of this date is before me, asking an expression of my views 
as to the existence of rancor and manifestations of violence in the character of the 
democratic canvass of this State. 

Lam unable to throw mneh light on this subject for two reasons: In the first 
place, I have been absent from the State for the last three months, and only a 
week has passed since my return to the city.. In the next place, my ideas of 
character and responsibilities of the jndicial office have led me at all times to ab- 
stain from pobre | in political action, and accordingly I have little informa- 
tion pee | repo joer pa aa public rumor and the newspapers of what has trans- 
pired 1 

1 can a say I tare’ witnessed nothing beyond the circumstances generally 

teristic of an excited political canvass. bave seen no violence; on the 
contrary, 80 far as I have had intercourse with tlemen of your party, I have 
observed less disposition to excited statement and personal bitterness than during 
any of the previous political campaigns of this State. 

Mr. President, if in the face of such testimony and of the fact that 
twelve thousand negro militia were under arms in South Carolina 
when these white companies were disbanded, aid in view of the 
ence of the Federal Army—if, I say, with these statements and facts 
made known, the Senator from New York can induce the country to 
believe that this contestant procured an election of a Legislature by 
intimidation, he will give an additional proof of the correctness of his 
theory, that rhetoric must not be too much curbed by the stern rules 
of arithmetic. 

Ah, Mr. President, we have seen this kind of intimidation before. 
History and observation are full of it.. We have seen Ireland thus 
intimidate Great Britain. We have seen the oak in the forest stripped, 
peeled, and shivered, thus intimidate thestorm-cloud and the descend- 
ing bolt. We have seen Pompeiiat the footof Vesuvius thus intimi- 
date the fury of the bubbling, burning, blazing crater as it poured its 
flood of fire along its streets and over its altars! No, Mr. ident, 
when the Senator can convince this country that a disarmed white 
population in the minority can intimidate an armed black popula- 
tion in the majority, supported by the whole power of the Beberal 
Government, its Army stationed in their midst, its Executive disband- 
ing all the organizations intended to protect the people, with every de- 
partment of the State government occupied by political antagonista— 
until this can be demonstrated, when, in a word, falsehood shall 


F. J. MOSES, 
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become truth, when desolation und despair shall mean prosperity and 
wer, then, and not till then, can these baseless charges pass for 


istory. 

Mr, President, I had intended to discuss at some length the claims 
of Mr. Kellogg, of Louisiana, in order to show the inconsistency and 
impotency of the assumption that his title was clean and legal, while 
that of General Butler is clouded and indefensible. I reserve, how- 
ever, any other remarks until the question of seating the claimant 
from Louisiana shall come up upon its merits. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President 

Mr. HILL. Will the Seuator from Vermont allow me to make a 
statement ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator will pardon me for one moment. I 
do not intend to occupy time, 

Mr. HILL. Ishall oconpy but a moment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I shall only occupy a moment myself if my friend 
will excuse me. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. GORDON ] declined to 
allow me to read in connection with what he was saying about the 
state of things in South Carolina and about the conservatism of Gen- 
eral Butler in endeavoring to preserve peace and order there, astate- , 
ment made by General Butler himself before a committee of the House 
of Representatives inquiring into what were called the Ku Klux out- 
rages in South Carolina, which statement was made as a witness 
under oath on the 2ist of July, 1871, at Columbia, South Carolina. 
The testimony is quite long; but on the particular point to which 
the Senator from Georgia was then speaking Mr. Butler says this: 
The context is speaking of the behavior of Governor Scott in not 
preserving good order and appointing. gond officers, and so on, and 
the state of disturbance that existed all around there; and then he 
is inquired of : 

Question. He has— 

Governor Scott— 
repented lately ? 

Now Mr. Butler speaks: i 

Answer. Yes, sir. He says, practically. I am governor of this State; I am 
charged with the execution of the laws, and I will run this machine my own way.” 

Mr. Butler speaks again: 


What isthe result? <A riot takes place in Edgefield. He might, by sim; 
out and standing on a box and calling to the people “stop,” have er ee 
T have no idea of jeopardizing my life when my suggestions are treated as they 
have been. I say as long as you don't touch my bouse, shoot and kill as many as you 
please; and that is the feeling all over the State, In a conversation with the gov: 
ernor a short time ago I said to him, “ Governor, you ought to be satisiied that you 


cannot carry on this State t, certainly by men of this character” He 
said, “Lam satisfied of that.“ 

Question. Did he not become so satisfied of it that he called a conference of men 
of all parties : i 


Answer. Yes, sir; and I will do him the justice to say that whenever he has had 
the opportunity he made amends for many inefficient appointees by appointing 
good men to office. 


That covers the whole of that topic in that connection. This, it 
will be observed, was referring to the Ku Klux outrages of the year 
1870; and I have understood generally as a matter of public history that 
a very large 8 tho loss of life arising from the disturbed 
condition of things there was the loss of life of the colored people 
aog = the republicans, ane ao! of the ze people for roe Gen- 
er utler appeared to be s ing, and in respect of whic uses 
the 3 that he 3 as 8 his house is un- 
touched, riot, disorder, and kukluxism (which is the subject of the 
whole of this testimony) might go on. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President—— 

Mr. GORDON. I wish to ask the Senator from Vermont if there 
has been any kukluxism in Edgefield County? 

Mr. PATTERSON. The Senator will allow me——_ ; 

Mr. GORDON. I just want an answer to my question. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I want to answer it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want an answer myself. 

Tbe VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. HILL] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PATTERSON, Allow me a minute. I just want to correct a 
matter of fact. 

Mr. HILL. Very well, sir. 
` Mr. PATTERSON. I do not know whether the Senator from Ver- 
mont shares General Butler with being a party to having any Ka 
Klux in Edgefield County; but I have this to say that while in Lau- 
rens and Union and Spartanburg and Chester and Lancaster and 
other counties, numbering nine in all, the writ of habeas co was 
suspended by the President, it was not suspended in Edgefield County; 
aa never heard of a Ku Klux in Edgefield County. I know that 
in Edgefield County an attempt was made to get up the Ku Klux 
organization to go out and make raids on colored people; and I say 
here before this Senate and before this nation that the man who pie 
vented that, the man who put that down, the man who said to these 
men in Edgefield County, “ you shall not make these raids on these 

r colored people,” was my friend General M. C. Butler. [Applause 
the 1 

The VICE-PRESIDENT rapped to order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President 

Mr. PATTERSON. Isay here to 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator will give way a moment. 
The Chair, assuming that the occupants of the galleries are ignorant 
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of the law of the Senate, gives notice that if applause shall again be 
Sh eh the galleries will be promptly cleared. 
r. PATTERSON. L say here to-day that, so far as my knowledge 
, there has never been one republican killed in Edgefield County 
or political pu į and I regret that I cannot say that much for 
some other counties in South Carolina. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Butler lives in Edgefield. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Butler lives in Edgefield County. I know what 
I am speaking about or else I would not talk. I know that Edge- 
field County was as quiet as any county in Pennsylvania or New 


or! 

I am obliged to the Senator from Georgia [Mr. HILL] for the oppor- 
tunity to make the explanation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. HILL] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HILL, I will give way for a moment tothe Senator from Ver- 


mont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Only a moment to conclude the matter I was 
referring to. Ithank the gentleman from Georgia for his courtesy. 

I only wish to state again, so as not to be misunderstood, that I do 
not charge anybody with anything. I only rose to read from the 
sworn testimony of General Butler himself what he asserted his 
course to be; that is all. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, the Senate has gotten so far off the sub- 
ject under consideration in the discussion that I hope I shall not be 
considered out of order in getting back toit. I simply rise to correet 
a fact illustrated or employed by the Senator from New York, for 
that Senator speaks so well that even his implications are plausible 
and ought to be noticed. 

The question before the Senate is whether the Kellogg-Spofford 
case shall be recommitted with instructions to take certuin testimo- 
ny. The Senator from New York says that we on this side insisted at 
first that Judge Spofford should be sworn in without investigation at 
all. Why, therefore, he asks, delay the case for testimony? The 
Senator knows that while we did insist on that his side of the House 
differed with us, and insisted that it should be referred for investiga- 
tion. He or his friends made that necessary. 

Then again, when we got before the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections we there insisted that the committee should not reopen the 
Lonisiana controversy, but accept the settlement made by the people; 
but the majority of the committee, the six republicans of the com- 
mittee, differed with us on that subject, and insisted that we should 
go into these questions. Then when they went into the investiga- 
tion, we insisted that testimony should be taken. If, therefore, this 
investigation is wrong and ought never to have been instituted, wo 
are not responsible for it. The gentlemen on the other side have 
forced it on us. 

But again, and a material point to which I rise is this: The Senator 
from New York states with a great deal of earnestness that we have 
complained in this Senate that the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions were delaying unnecessarily the ppo to iolon saaa. I take 
issue with the Senator there. The Senator is mistaken and very 

ionsly mistaken. So far from that being correct, the direct re- 
verse is the truth. I do not know what some democratic Senator 
may have said; but I say this: The Senator from Ohio [Mr. THUR- 
MAN] introduced a resolution to discharge the committee from what? 
From thé Spofford-Kellogg case? There never has been any propo- 
sition from this side of the House to discharge the committee from 
the Spofford-Kellogg case; but the Senator from Ohio introduced a 
resolution to discharge the committee from the Butler case. During 
that discussion I stated to this Senate the issue distinctly in the com- 
mittee, and I will read it and refer the Senator to it, and he will see 
how much foundation there is for his charge that we have complained 
that the committee has been derelict in the matter of investigating the 
Spofford-Kellogg case. While that resolution was under discussion, 
I stated to the Senate: 

Now, Mr. President, you will see where the controversy is in the committee. I 
concede the honesty to the other gentlemen which I claim for myself. I have the 
kindest feelings for every member of the committee. I would not for any consid- 
eration intentionally misrepresent one of them. But as the chairman of the com- 


mittee, the Senator frum Now Hampshire, 3 stated yesterday, he and those 
who agree with him hold that as the committeo had taken up the Kellogg-Spofford 


case it must not take up any other until that is disposed of. we join issue. 
Wo say that as soon as it was that the Spofford-Kellogg case required 
the inking of testimony— 


Which was the judgment of the committee, which was the resolu- 
tion of the committee, that it required the taking of testimony. As 
soon as we ascertained that fact that it— 


required delay, that moment we ought to have taken up the other eases and dis- 
of them. And I am compelled to concur with what was said by my friend 

m Delaware yesterday. do think that we could have dis of the 
Eustis caso and the Butler case and have done all that we have done with the 
case of Spofford and Kellogg. for, while the committee has been industrious and 
vigilant, it is true nearly all the work bas been dono by the contestants them- 
selves. They bavo ten out their arguments. their own state- 
ments, and pronented them to the committee in written form, which have been 
printed; and I do not nuderstand—if I am wrong I shall confess it—that a com- 
mittee of this Senate charged with three several cases, contested scats if you 
lease, or claims to seats in this body, cannot with propricty in the discharge of 
ta duties consider any number of the cases, not of course at the same moment of 
time, but during the same of time. If anything should happen by which 


the committee on a given day cannot e nsider one case. thon it onght to take up 
another. That is che issue. We insist on our part that the committee could have 


taken up the Eustis case and could have taken up the Butler case. The 
on the other side insist that Raving taken up the Spofford-Kellog caso first they 
a 


gentlemen 


must go on with that until it is laid aside or disposed of, and then take up the 
others, and one at a time, as th 


ey say. 

Now, Mr. President, which is right? The right of a State to have her represen- 
tation on this floor is a high sovereign right belongisg to the State as a member of 
this Union. If that be true, then the on os every manjor OF the Ronats to 
see to it that that right be not unnecessarily denied, jed, or postponed is tho 
highest possible obligation that can rest upon a Senator on this floor. Iputit to 
the Senate, is it right that a gentleman whose credentials are before the committees, 
tested, undisputed, with not a single fact in issue, should be compelled to 


uncon: 
stay around this Chamber and this city for months before his caso is con- 


sidered, because a case that is contested, a case that is disputed, a case about which 
there are issues of fact, bay to be taken up before him. Is an unlitigated case 
83 until a ted case shall be disposed of? It is not the rule of 
any court that I know of, I do not think it is a proper rule in this body. 

Thus it will be seen that the issue was made that the Kellogg- 
Spofford case was a case that required the taking of testimony; the 
committee had so decided; the committee had so resolved. Then I 
said if was a litigated case; it was a contested and all we in- 
sisted was that when the committee could not work on this contested 
case, when they were delayed for any cause in taking testimony in 
that case, then they angut to have taken up the other cases. 

Now on the subject of diligence what did I say further? 

What do you want the committee to find — 

That is, in the Butler case— 


Why delay the case? Why k these gentlemen dancing attendance in tho 
lobbies of ‘the Senate for an indefinite period of time, because another case, in 
which there are disputed facts, in which there are issnes, is now in consideration 
by the committée and they will not determine it or havo not determined it! I 
ink the committee 
I call the attention of the Senator from New York to this— 


T think the committee manifest a determination and a desire to progress with 
the Spofford case as rapidly as possible. I bear them witness that I believe every 
member of the committee desires that. It seems to me so now; but I do not know, 
and I am unable to say, and I would not venture to say before the Senate that the 
Spofford case can be reported apon in one day or one month orsix months, Iknow 
sometimes we have seemed to be very near the end of the case, and something 
would then occur which has thrown us off as far as we had been. I do not know 
now and cannot tell whether we shall report it at an early day or not. 

Why did I say that? Because of the facts I have given to the Sen- 
ate. There was then a subcommittee in existence to see if they could 
ascertain from these contestants how many of the facts in the case 
they would admit and how many not. How many they would admit 
I could not tell. Therefore I could not see the size of the field for 
investigation. I did not know whether it would be narrow or broad, 
and I was therefore unable to say whether it would be short or long. 
But there was no complaint made and has been no complaint mado 
against the committee of dereliction or delay in the Spofford-Kellogg 


case, 

The chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elections [Mr. 
WADLEIGH] recognized this statement made by me as just. Hear 
what he said on that same day in the Senate: 

Mr. Ki came there with Judge Shellabarger as his counsel; Mr. Spofford 


appeared in his own behalf; and they having prepared themselves for that hear- 


ing, Mr. Kellogg being here at full as much incouvenience as Mr. Butler or any- 


the committee thought it was their daty to with the considora- 
tioa of a case where they had notified the claimants that they would proceed ; and 
I say, as the Senator from Georgia has said, that the committee has beeu prompt 
and diligent in the performance of its duty in the consideration of that case. 

Now, where is the gronna for this charge that complaint has been 
made that the committee ought to have reported upon the Spofforil- 
Kellogg case 3 before this? We insist now that they did work 
vigilantly and diligently in the Spofford-Kellogg case. Our eom- 

laint was that they would work in no other, and now our complaint 
is that, having spent five weeks and ascertained the issues upon 
which testimony should be taken, they suddenly closed the case with- 
out taking that testimony, and we now insist that the case shall go 
back to the committee for the purpose of taking that 1 1 
therefore say there is no complaint against the committee of delay 
in this case, none whatever, and has been none. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I desire to say one 
word in reference to some matters referred to by the Senator from 
N tee not the Senator from that State who has just now taken his 
seat, but his colleagne, [Mr. Gorpon.] He referred to the fact thut 
certain witnesses were produced before the investigating committee 
in South Carolina for the purpose of impeaching the character of 
8 Adams for truth. There were certain witnesses produced 
before the committee for that purpose, and those witnesses did swear 
that.they would not believe him under oath. There were also other 
witnesses produced before that committee who swore that they were 
acquainted with the reputation of Adams for truth and veracity in 
the community in which he resided, that that reputation was 
and that they would believe him nuder oath. I had the honor of 
serving on the investigating committee that was sent by order of the 
Senate to Mississippi a year ago last summer. I was also on the South 
Carolina committee, and I observed that one mode resorted to by the 
democrats for the pu of breaking down every republican wit- 
ness was to attack his character for truth and veracity. So marked 
was this in South Carolina that one day a man, who appeared to be 
a very table and intelligent man, from the county of Abbeville 
appeared before the committee for the purpose of impeaching repub- 
lican witnesses that had sworn before the committee from that county. 
He did swear wholesale that he knew those witnesses, that he knew 
what their reputation for trath and veracity was, that it was bad, and 
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that he would not believe them under oath. Upon cross-ex2mination 
I asked this witness “ Abont how many republicans over the age of 
twenty-one years are there in South Carolina?” Well he said he sup- 
posed over one hundred thousand. “Well,” said I, “do you know of 
a single republican in South Carolina whom you would believe under 
oath?” He stopped to consider for a moment. “Well,” said he, “I 
think there is one.” [Laughter.] I inquired,“ Whois that?“ “Well 
that is Rev. Mr. Jones, who resides at such a place.“ This man sta 
that he was very well acquainted with the republicans throughout his 
section of the State; that he knew many of the prominent republi- 
cans in the State of South Carolina, including the Senator from that 
State, and that from his knowledge of the republicans in that State 
there was only one whom he would believe under oath! 

Mr. PATTERSON. Who was that? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Rey. Mr. Jones whom I have men- 
tioned. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Where did he live? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. In Abbeville Connty. The Senator 
from South Carolina has stated that there were no riots or disturb- 
ances in Aiken County except the Hamburgh unpleasantness. The 
committee investi one very horrible massacre that occurred in 
that State in the vicinity of Silverton, Ellenton, Rouse’s Bridge, and 
other localities in that neighborhood. All these are situated in Aiken 
County. Lam not surprised that the Senator from South Carolina is 
a little at fault in his geography. It is some time since he has been 
in that State, and I have no doubt that his geographical knowledge 
has suffered some eclipse by reason of his long absence from that 
State, 

Mr. PATTERSON. I have been there since you have. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Well, yon did not stay long. 
[Langhter.] The Senator from Sonth Carolina will find if he exam- 
ines the testimony that nearly all the murders that occurred in the 
vicinity of Ellenton were committed in Aiken County. There were 
some in Barnwell County, but not all. 

Mr. PATTERSON, Of course my friend will allow me to inter- 


rupt him? 
Ir. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Certainly. 

Mr. PATTERSON. My friend from Wisconsin knows more about 
tho geography of South Carolina than I do! He was there four or 
five weeks, and I have lived there nine years. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I admit that. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I want to ask the Senator—I have not read his 
testimony—— ö 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I have not given it. 

Mr. PATTERSON. The testimony A ese have there. I ask the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin whether the murders and riot be talked so much 
about did not occur generally at Allendale and from there down to 
the swamps—all in Barnwell‘ County. That is the geography of 
South Carolina, and that is the truth of history. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I never heard the name of Allen- 
dale before. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Ihave heard it, and I know it. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It was not mentioned before the 
committee. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Where was Coker murdered ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. In Barnwell County. 

Mr. PATTERSON. And from there to the swamps there were 
thirty negroes that were murdered, all in Barnwell County, The 
first thing oceurred at Ellenton, which is in Aiken County, only a 
mile from the line; but the negroes that were murdered after that 
were in Barnwell County. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Adjoining counties, are they not ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Adjoining counties. 

Mr, CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The remarks of the Senator only 
confirm me in the opinion that he has forgotten the geography of the 


State. 

Mr. PATTERSON. No, I have not. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I have already given the reason 
why he has forgotten it. The Senator from Georgia quoted two cer- 
tifieates of character which General Butler has attached to his brief. 
One of those certificates of character is signed by colored men who 
reside in the county of Edgefield; the other is signed by colored men 
residing in Hamburgh and its vicinity. Two of the most prominent 
signers of the certificate of good moral character which the general 
received from these colored men in Edgefield County are Jesse Jones 
and H. N. Bouey. Jesse Jones was clerk of the circuit court in that 
county and Bouey was county judge. Each of these gentlemen, if I 
may be allowed the expression, was a witness before the committee 
and testified to a great many ugly things. The Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. MERRIMON ] called witnesses for the pn of im- 
peaching the character of these two witnesses, Jones and Boney, for 
truth and veracity. Among other distinguished gentlemen called for 
that purpose was General Butler himself. I will read from the testi- 
mony what General Butler said in regard to the reputation of these 
two witnesses whom he has now summoned for the purpose of prov- 
ing that he is a pretty good fellow. This question was propounded 
to General Butler, in relation to Jones and Bouey: 


Q. Jesse Jones has sworn before this committee that you said to the white peo- 
ple, in bis presence, that We have just outwitted thom this time. State whether 
vou made any such remark. 


Mr. Butler answers: 


A. Ihave no recollection of having made any such remark, and I 
le that I did. There was nobody present at the only timo I 
ve made suc a remark, which was in this interview between Colonel 
and myself, and I have just stated that. We were entirely and I 
member that was an en 
$ Do yon know Jesso Jones 


don 


3 


8 Ido. 
2 Is it bad for truth? 
. I think it is bad ; I know it is bad. 
2 Would you believe him on oath? 
could not, sir. 
Q. Harrison N. Bouey swore before this committee that on one occasion you said 


as 0 or auy such remark? 
« 
no 5 
Lask you whether you ever threatened to kill Bovey) or Simpkins, or Cain, or 


e on that occasion, when C 
and says I said there woald not be a republican in Edvefleld after this election. 
Well. ï said joculaily to those people who were in front, in a pleasant way, that I 
. it would bo very dificult to find a man who woul! admit that he was a 
republican in Edgeficld, because we would beat them so badly—in that sense. It 
lar way, and I don't know that I in any one by it. 

nN. Bouey t f 


was mid in a 


Bad for truth. I must do Bouey this justice, to say that I do not think he is 
as notorious a liar as Jesse Jones. I think perhaps he is a man of better character 
in that respect than Jesse Jones. 


These are two of the witnesses who are summoned by Mr. Butler 
now to prove what his character for peacefulness and order in 
that community is. At that time he swore that he would not believe 
either of thom under oath. He did not swear, however, that he would 
not believe them if they were not under oath; and perhaps he can 
get out of the inconsistency in that way. He would not believe them 
under oath, bnt he would believe them if they were not under oath! 
I have not his brief before me, and consequently I do not now remem- 
ber who the signers of the certificate from Hamburgh are; but I 
think, so far as my recollection now serves me, that every republican 
witness who appeared before the committee and testified in regard to 
that Hamburgh affair was im hed or at least that the democrats 
attempted to impeach him. In overy instance, however, so far as I 
now recollect, republican witnesses were called who swore that 1 7 
knew these persons, that they knew what their reputation fur trut 
was, that it was good, and that they would believe them under oath, 

We have heard, Mr. President, a great deal about tho distinguished 
ancestors of this claimant. So far as I understand this matter, it 
does not make a particle of difference who his aacestors were. The 
question is, who is he himself? There was a man out in my country 
who had a neighbor, and this neighbor was a very worthless fellow 
himself, but he was always boasting of his distinguished ancestry. 
They were all dead; he was alive. is neighbor said that when he 
heard this other neighbor talking about his distinguished ancestors, 
it always occurred to him that he resembled a bect. I asked him, 
1 Said he, “The better part of him is under ground. 

Laughter. 

The 3 from Georgia has referred to the fact that several of 
the circuit judges of South Carolina certified that there was no 
necessity for sending any portion of the army to South Carolina in 
1876, that everything was ful and lovely there at that time. 
He quotes from Judge Cooke, and says Judge Cooke is a distin- 

ished republican judge. I doubt if Judge Cooke is a distinguished 
jadgo anyhow. 

. PATTERSON. Distinguished for his ignorance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. My friend on my left remarks that 
he is distinguished for his ignorance. I will change it and say he is 
notorious for hie ignorance. It is notorious that this Judge Cooke 
was elected cireuit jadge by a republican legislature; but material 
in that State at that time out of which to manufacture republican 
circuit judges was very scarce, aud 7 had to take such timber as 
they had. At that time, it is true, Judge Cooke did claim to be a 
republican, and he claimed to bea zealousrepublican, in fact a furious 
republican, as long as the party was in power in the State. 

r. PATTERSON. That was the only merit he had. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. But as soon as it was apparent, or 
as soon as he thought it was apparent, that the power was to depart 
from the republican party and, to pass over into democratic hands, 
ho made haste to desert his party and to attach himself to its ene- 


mies. 

Judge Mackey has been called a distinguished republican judge. 
Judge Mackey was a witness before our committee, and he was asked 
whether or not he voted for Hayes. He admitted that he did not. 
Some time before the election he commenced stumping the State for 
ce hing and Hampton, rather an incongruous ticket but still that was 
Judge Mackey’s ticket until election day came, and when election 
day came his ticket was Tilden and Hampton. The truth of the mat- 
ter is that these judges who are called republican judges claimed to 
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be republicans at one time, but I think at the present time and dur- 
ing the last election they all ceased even to consider themselyes 
members of that perk 
Mr MERRIMON. Mr. President, the witness Dock Adams is so 
heroized here for the purpose of producing an impression on the mind 
of the Senate and the country that I deem it my duty to say a word 
or two in reference to that witness. I remember him well. He was 
a very bad-looking, malicious, malignant fellow. From the time he 
came on the stand until he went away from it, I had the strongest 
impression that he was a villainous person. I did not believe that 
he was entitled to credit or belief from anybody. He was not only 
impeached by the white witnesses whose testimony was read a while 
by the Senator from Georgia, but he was impeached by colored 
witnesses as well; and there were witnesses, white republicans, one 
of whom I think swore that he would not believe him on oath. The 
testimony is here on file and can be seen. Believing as I did that he 
was lying from the beginning and that he set out to say everything 
that he could which would implicate and injure the white people 
there, I cross-examined him at very considerable length, one 7 
being to see if he would not impeach himself, and I think he did so 
most successfully. I had learned that on one occasion he became 
surety on an official bond at the county seat of the county in which 
he then resided and that he had sworn that he was worth so much 
money; I do not know how much. With a view to catch him J put 
these questions to him: 
Q Have you any property ? 
. Yes, sir; I have some property. 
Q Where isit? 
— Georgia. 
. How much f 
It is not very much. 
What is it worth ? 


I reckon it is worth seven or eight hundred dollars. I have more prop- 
erty than that, too, z s% 


And here he saw the point. 
2 5 you ever sign anybody's bond in Aiken? 


sir. I have got pro in Georgia, about seven or eight hundred dol- 
lars’ worth of . I have some property in Nasal, Tennessee. 


By Mr. CHRISTIANCY : 


Is it real estate ? 
Ves, sir; real estate. I used to live up there since the war. 


By Mr. Mexrmon : 
Q. Where is it situated in Nashville? 
I was then trying to scrutinize. 


A. Near Murfreesborough. 
Murfreesborough is one town and Nashville is another. 
. I know, but Iam talking about in Tennessee, and it is between Nashville 
and Murfreesborongh, in the country like, right in the vicinity of Nashville. 
How far from Nashville ? 
Not far. 
. Well, how much land do you own there! 
ell, 1 own between—I reckon it would be worth about—well, I could sell it 
for about two or three thousand dollars. 
. How many acres are there f 
, Five hundred acres, 

Q. Whose land does it join? 

A. It joins some of the land of two or three colored men. It is a tract of land 
that joins land that colored men bought. It used to belong to a man by the name 
of Bate Moore, that we 1 5 it of. 

Whose la joes it t 


it join? 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
WirXkss. Well, it joins—let me see, I jon’ the man's name now. It joins some 
land of Mrs. Green, a widow. One part of it joins the land of James Johnson, a 


col man. 
Is it situated north or south of Nashville? 
I think it is more north than south. 
On which side of the Cumberland River is it? 
I think it is this side of the Cumberland River, 


By Mr. CAHRISTIANCT : 
2 The side toward Murfreesborough ? 
Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Merrmox : 
Have ever signed anybody's bond in Aiken ? 
2 81 bond for 5200 in Aiken. 


hat 
The bond $2,000, I beli: I signed fi 

© Dis yon make na Sear atg tewbat yor wane secon s tod. Me oe, hak ae 
you say you were worth? 

A. I don't know; I didn't make no affidavit; the commissioner asked me what 
I was worth, and I told him I was worth about $2,000, I 

T ARENS TOARE EDA delay! wagon bats. and who moved you? 
Pin wot some draymen moved me; I don't know who it was moved me now; I 

I should not feel called upon to adv ert to this testimony were it 
not for the fact that Senators on the other side ars heroizing this 
man as one entitled to credit. He is a dirty, villainous ra as I 
was satisfied the moment I saw him on the stand, from his appear- 
ance; a fellow not entitled to credit from anybody. 

Then as to Judge Cooke. My excellent friend from Wisconsin does 
Judge Cooke great A rene I think I know something about the 
capacity of men, and 1 tell the Senate as my opinion—it may go for 
what it is worth—that Judge Cooke is above mediocrity in point of 
ability and as good men as there are in South Carolina swore that he 
was a highly respectable gentleman, that he was entitled to credit, and 


that he had acquitted himself upon the bench in South Carolina with 
very considerable credit. A ney say the same of Judge Mackey. 


One remark further. udge Cooke and Judge Mackey had 
been ardent and zealous republicans and confidential friends and ad- 
visers of Governor Chamberlain until Governor Chamberlain accepted 
the nomination for governor at the convention which met in August 
or September last. It was all —I know nothing of the fact of 
my own knowledge—that Chamberlain had said he would not accept 
the nomination if he had to run on a ticket on which certain men 
were placed. He did accept the nomination with some of those very 

rsons on the ticket, and thereupon it was that both Mackey and 
Socke deserted him and avowed that they would vote for the demo- 
cratic ticket after that. Cbamberlain had professed that he intended 
to work reform, that if he headed the republican ticket there they 
must make a respectable ticket, and if certain persons who had been 
8 theretofore were placed upon it he would not run upon 
that ticket. 

In the face of this and in the face of the pioet of both these judges 
he did aonet and thereupon they deser ted him, joined the other side, 
and assisted the election of Hampton, i 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, some months ago when the present 
claimant for a seat in the Senate from South Carolina was elected, 
there was a painful impression in the conntry that that position was 

iyen to him by his peculiar constituency on account of services ren- 

ered of a political character in South Carolina, some of which were 
connected with the tragedy that happened at Hamburgh. That im- 
pression prevails in the country at the present day. I do not think 
it is to be removed from the minds of Senators or from the country 
by proving that Adams does or does not own property, or whether 
Adams does or does not even intend to tell the truth, The case may or 
may not be made ont, but it does not rest upon the testimony of Adams. 

There were other and abundant witnesses seeing all the scenes 
which transpired at Hamburgh, who have spoken before different 
tribunals 1 committees , from the original coroner's jury down to 
the committee of the Senate; and is it pro’ to say that all these 
men who have shown that the deeds which were done there were 
out us, defying the laws of God and man, that all these men 
who described those scenes and stated the part that was taken in 
them by the claimant for a seat here are loafers and liars and not to 
be believed? Is that the logic of Senators? I do not propose to ex- 
press my own judgment or conclusions upon this matter; but I do 
say that there is in these volumes enous food for thought for Sen- 
ators to induce them to pause and consider whether they shall mako 
haste to give precedence to a case to seat the man coming here under 
these circumstances. 

Why, sir, it is not a mere isolated fact in the history of this man. 
It is not the mere fact that in yay 1876, a great wrong was com- 
mitted in Hamburgh in which it is a leged that he was an actor; but 
because that act was part of an illegal, ruthless plan by which a 
State, strongly and e sop ADNOND, should be turned over to 
the democratic party, and a Legislature should be elected that should 
give the Senatorship now contested for to a democrat. It was so un- 

erstood by the republicans of South Carolina at that time; it was 
so understood and reported by the President of the United States to 
Congress under all the official sanctions of his position and of his 
oath. It is so understood at the present time by the country. And 
the record and the impression cannot be obliterated. It makes very 
little difference whether the Senator from Georgia and the Senator 
from North Carolina are able to strike out the testimony of Adams or 
not, There are other witnesses, and I propose to call attention briefly 
to their testimony showing what they swore were the facts of this 
matter. There was a witness by the name of P. R. Rivers, who testi- 
fied before the coroner's jury, and he was the trial-justice at Ham- 
burgh, South Carolina. 
r. MERRIMON. And both sides agreed that he was such arascal 
that he was not examined by the subcommittee. 

Mr, SARGENT. It is easy to ery rascal, knave, and scoundrel, 
when the testimony of a witness does not suit one side. It is not 
uncommon in some low criminal courts to resort to tactics like these. 
They, however, do not dignify the Senate. It iseasy to make asser- 
tions that everybody who is opposed to us is of the mean charactor 
the Senator ascribes to this man. Iam not satisfied by such declar- 
ations or such logic. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Neither side presented him. 

Mr. SARGENT. The Senator speaks for bis own side, The other 
side can speak for thomselves. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Rivers was such a witness that neither side 
examined him. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. How is that? 

Mr. SARGENT, The Senator says Rivers was such a consummate 
scoundrel and known to be a man of such character that neither 
side would call him. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Neither side did call him, but we 
did not fail to call him for that reason. I do not agree with the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina. 

Mr, MERRIMON. If he was credible, he was a very important wit- 
ness for that side; but they did not produce him for some reason. 

Mr. SARGENT. That may be; but his testimony was produced 
elsewhere, and if testimony is important and right to the heart 


of a case it is not very important where it is given. 
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Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. His testimony would have been 
merely cumulative. 

r. RRIMON. Was that testimony which the Senator from 
California is about to read ez parte. 

a SARGENT. It was taken before the coroner’s jury. Is that er 

rte 
Pe MERRIMON. Icertainly think so. 

Mr. SARGENT. No, it was under forms of proceeding presented 
by the laws of the State. Ifthe Senator asks whether Mr. Butler was 
there, I do not suppose he was there; but it was taken long before 
there was any question about his being a candidate for the Senate. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Was he cross-examined at all? 

Mr. SARGENT. I do not know whether he was or not. I do not 
know that there was any person present who represented the parties 


connected with the y at Hamburgh. 
; sy MERRIMON. the record show that he was cross-exam- 
ined 


Mr. SARGENT. The record contains extracts from his testimony, 
and I propose to read an extract from his testimony and the testi- 
mony of other witnesses too, and I dare say the Senator will like 
the testimony of the other witnesses as little as that, and then I will 
give to him the solemn declaration of the colored men of South Car- 
olina, made by theiraddress and by their committee showing the con- 
spiracy of which this Hamburgh massacre was a part and how they 
understood it, that it was to deprive them of their rights by intimi- 
dation as an auxiliary of fraud to subvert the liberties of a repub- 
lican State and turn it over to the democrats. 

Says Mr. Rivers, the trial-justice at Hamburgh, South Carolina: 

Upon an affidavit of one Robert Butler, I issned warrants for the arrest of Doe. 
Adams, and the other commissioned officers of a military company, who had ob- 
structed the highway on the 4th day of July, and preventing the said Butler from 
passing. This was on the Sth of Toly. 

This very statement of the case by him is put in the most favorable 
form to the men who committed the crime which was there commit- 
ted. These military companies were not obstructing the highway. 
It was an ordinary parade on the Fourth of July by a duly organized 
company under the laws of the State, having a perfect right to be 
there 5 just the position they were in and to do just the things which 
they did: 

Owing to some disturbance in the office I postponed the trial until Saturday, the 
8th instant, at four p. m., at which time General M. C. Butler came with Robert 
Batler as his coun Daring the trial M. C. Butler asked for more time, which 
was granted, he promising to return within an hour. He never did return to my 
office, but went to Augusta, and returned with two com of soldiers, and de- 
manded the immediate surrender of the arms of the militia company, if the: 
were nol turned over to him he would take them if he had to burn the town, 
went to General M. C. Butler and begged him for the sake of peace to give some 
time. He granted half an hour. I at once went to the drill-room of the compan: 
and consulted with the men who were there assembled, told them what Butler hi 
said, and advised them to comply. This they refused to do, saying that Butler had 
no authority to make them turn their guns over to him. 

He certainly had no such N It was an insolent demand on 
those men to give up the arms with which they were intrusted by 
the State and which they were using for a lawful, proper, and laudable 
purpose, the celebration of the national day of Independence. 


did. The militia did not retarn 


I am glad to know that the emotions stirred in my mind by scenes 
like those which followed that act are not singular, that they have 
been echoed by men on both sides of this Chamber, although the utter- 
ance may have been in another place. I find that a present Senator on 
this floor, then a member of another body, said with reference to 
these things: 

Now, sir, I wish to say here in my place—and what I say here just as it 
from my lips and falls upon the reporter’s notes is at once sent thronghont the 
entire South and every constituent of mine in home and hamlet will read 
what Isay; and even if I were base or ble enough to utter here what I would 
swerve from as has been falsely ci against southern men, the RECORD 
would always convict me—in my place here and with the responsibilities surround- 

no excuse or iation can possibly be found for these outrages 
. fApplanse. 

And I say, sir, that these were outrages and this was a barbarism 
of the blackest and meanest character, and I haye shown the way 
4 Som menpa and I propose to show the manner in which it con- 
tinned. 

Mr. LAMAR. Will the Senator 

Mr. SARGENT. I yield to the Senator. 

Mr. LAMAR. I know that he does not desire to do me injustice. I 
wish to state that there is not one word or syllable in that speech of 
mine in the House of Representatives that, either by implication or 
ee ise, connects General Butler with that transaction of blood and 

arbarism. 

Mr. SARGENT. Certainly not. You do not mention him at all. 
Yon speak of the actors in the y, whoever they were. 

Mr. LAMAR. Precisely; but I submit it to the Senator if, while he 
was conducting an argument to connect General Butler with that 
affair, it was exactly fair to bring in my remarks characterizing the 
nature of the transaction, without saying also that there was not one 
word that fell from my lips, as there was not one thought in my mind, 
which inculpated him in any degree whatever. 

Mr. SARGENT. I may be able to show the Senator before I get 


through that there should have been such a thought in his mind. I 


do say it is entirely fair and legitimate that I should deal with the 
character of the transactions and with the actors therein, and brio 
to bear upon either branch of that consideration any light which f 
can throw upon it, and certainly strong light is thrown upon the bar- 
barous character of this transaction by the extract which I quoted in 
full from the Senator from Mississippi. 

The testimony of John Gardener was also taken with reference to 
this, who is the intendant of the town of Hamburgh, South Carolina, 
charged with keeping the peace there. He says: 

T talked and General M. C. Butler to keep the peace, and not fire on the 
militia, who were not doing any one injury; telling him he would cause the mur- 


der of anny pore and innocent pape He replied “ that he would have the arms 
of thed militia, whatever e consequence.” I had no influence with him, 
and he ordered the troops he led as their general to fire, which they did. 


I do not hear from Senators the accustomed epithets applied to John 
Gardener. Does he have any doubt of Butler’s agency in this tragedy ? 

It is not part of my present purpose to follow the witnesses throngh 
the details of this shocking tragedy. They have a dramatic interest 
and are burned into the pnblic memory. The blacks were overpow- 
ered by an armed force, who encircled them with fire and mercilessly 
slew their prisoners when helpless in their hands. Such scenes are 
only useful to recall for the lessons they teach. I have only referred 
to them becanse they touch nearly the question of the admission of 
a Senator to this floor. I only deal with the evidence I cite in so far 
as it connects the person who seeks admission here with these start- 
ling barbarities. I have the testimony of another event which cer- 
tainly cannot, considering its date, be all to have been contrived 
to influence this discussion. It s. or itself, with native and 
truthful eloquence. Almost immediately after the iy Ged had oc- 
curred and when there was no motive on the of any human being 
unjustly to charge these acts upon General Butler or any other per- 
son whatever, there was a meeting of those most interested in stop- 
ping these out and barbarisms, as they are properly described 
by Senator whom I quoted, from occurring in South Carolina at 
their expense. 

There was no reason why they shonld say that Butler did this 
thing more than they should say that Hampton did it; no reason 
why they should pnt their finger npon any peaceable citizen, npon 
any man whose influence had not been to stimulate, direct, encourage, 
this transaction. What motive was there? Was he then a claimant 
for a seat in this Senate? Was he then a candidate for a seat in the 
Senate? Will Senators admit that he was, that he then had his view 
upon the contest going on here to-day, or to get the seat without this 
contest before this body? Admit that, and then you still more closely 
connect these outrages, which, as the colored men insist, had a polit- 
ical bearing, and were intended to influence the su nent election, 
with the fact of his candidacy and his election. It mes your 
duty, then, by the clearest intendment to examine into his conduct 
in those preliminaries to the election—those modes of electioneering 
that have been discovered and practiced in the Southern States 
against republicans. 

isay this constituent body met, and I suppose they would not all 
be denounced as liars and loafers and disreputable men, though you ` 
can find a democrat in Sonth Carolina Who would swear that he 
would believe but one republican in the State under oath. This 
body of men make an appeal to the nation and pass resolutions bear- 
ing upon the subject, and I again emphasize the fact that they had 
no reason to point at any particular man unless they fully believed 
he was the guilty individual, unless he was a prominent central figure 
in the thing they were condemning, and then they naturally pointed 
their finger to him. Their interest was not to select or designate the 
wrong man, because they wanted to direct indignation against the 
man who was the author, the directin: irit of the tragedy which 
was committed; and that of itself is the best evidence of the truth 
of their convictions and of their statements. They say: 
An appeal to the nation by the colored citizens of Charleston—. indi; 

A shanna 

To the better class of citizens of South Carolina, to this great nation, and to the 
civilized people of the earth: We, the colored citizens of Charleston, in behalf of 
our fellow-sufferers in the upper country of this State, who have been sufferers at 


the hands of a class of outlaws and semi-barbarians who, ever since the war, havo 
less, nnoffending 


; We. 
to improve upon all the advant 
which surround us. We have son 


8 nfe l — nal rights. privil d immuniti d that 
country confer full a . privileges, powers, and immunities, an 
the fade that ont face have been in ld in this nation does not debar every one 


now under emancipation acts and reconstruction laws of Congress, and the 
penal acknowledgment of general freedom to all the inhabitants of this nation, 
enjoyment of all the privileges of citizens. 


Mr. President, it is pitiful that they have to urge such an spameri 
as that to the people of the United States, pitiful that it should not be 
recognized in their behalf without argument, even without a claim. 


We as teed to every colored man, woman, and child the enjoy- 
ment Bey pa niir ih law and ee, of life and property as are secured 
to the white race; thus we cannot see why there should be any rimination in 
law or equity between them as Americans. 

Recognizing these facts as above, we fail to understand why we shonld be sub- 
jected to the perpetual and unwarranted perseentions which are constantly forced 
upon us. We, in our new relations to this nation and people, have sought to im- 
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our condition by industry, honesty, and the education of our children. We 
vo contributed our part to the $ pider and general Prosperity of our State; we 
g citizens 


have been peaceable and law. abi ; we have been the producers of the 
great productions in this State; we are contributing daily to the growth and wealth 
of this State by our industry. The late unwarrantable slaughter of our brethren 
at e ig by tho order of General M. ©. Butler, of Edgefield County, was an 
unmiiigated and foul murder, premeditated and predetermined, and a sought-for 
opportunity, by a band of lawless men in that county, known as regulators, who 
are the piip of the colored race in that county, composed of ex-confederate 
soldiers, banded together for the urpose of intimidating the colored laborers and 
voters at elections, and keeping t‘ negroes in their place," as they say. 

I again repeat that there was no object for these colored men in 
thus solemnly addressing the nation to use the name of M. C. Butler 
unless they were convinced that he was the central actor, the guid- 
ing spirit of the crime which they so eloquently denounced. Their 
cause would be better served by pointing at the man who really did 
commit this crime than by endeavoring to fasten the guilt upon a 
person then not in office or seeking one. 


This same band of brigands and murderers have kept the colored le of Edge- 
field County in a state of terror ever since the war. The trouble with the Edgetiold 
militia last year and the murder of the hundreds of colored people in that county, 
the burning of colored women and children within the last year in that county by 
this same band, and the shooting of the six colored men falsely charged with the 
murder of two white persons in that county, are all traceable to this same band of 
regulators, of whom General M. C. Butler is the acknowledged head and com- 
mander. All the diffionlties in that county and the adjoining counties are insti- 
gated and led on by these same men. There is no law or justice in that county; 
the officers of the law are toned if they attempt to cxecute justice upon any 
of these lawless men, and in all the murders committed not a man has tried or 
convicted in that county becanse this band of regulators override all law except that 
of violence. No man's life is safe who does not bow to their wishes; thelives of every 
republican leader in chat county are now threatened; and General M. ©. Butler has 
already announced in a public speech in ils eee that six of the leading and infla- 
entialrepublicans in that county shalleitherleave the county or be murdered, These 
men have sworn to carry these upper counties this election, and this unarming of 
thecolored militia is the precursor of their work of blood and murder which they pro- 
poos to inaugurate this fall in order to carry the election. We cannot contemplate 

is state of affairs without feelings of horror at its existence. Were we brought face 
to face with men of honor, with men who could and would observe the rules of honor- 
ablo warfare, we could feel some degree of satisfaction in knowing that we had 
honorable foomen to contend with; but when midnight riders and ungovernable and 
begets pee murderers rush from behind. bushes and by-paths and shoot nnarmed 
men, and burn the houses over tho heads of anoffending women aud children, as 
has been done in Edgefield, and plunder the homes of men whom they have just 
slain and chop heir flesh into mince-meat, and exhibited it to the by-standers, 
and taunting the children of the murdered with offers of their parents’ flesh to cat, 
as was done on-the sth of July in Hamburgh by South Carolinians, there is no 
language in the English vocabulary sufficiently strong to characterize such a people 
and such conduct. If we committed any outrage against these men, if we 
had wronged them in any way, there was law and power suficient to punish any 
one, and the officers of fhe law are always ready to punish the violations when 
colored men are in the case ; it has never failed to punish in such cases. Our breth- 
ren lately murdered at Hamburgh had done no wrong against the white men of 
Edgefiold, of Aiken County, or of Georgia They were colebrating the national 
birthday on the Fourth of July ina quiet and peaceable manner ; they were not ob- 
structing the are y, as alleged by Mr. Butler and Gatzen, who were in a buggy 
going to Edgefield. The militia company was drawn up on a road not directly in 
the line of travel by these two white men, but these men, being of the tors, 
sought this opportunity as a pretext to raise a difficulty with tho colored militia, 
whom they halted because they were negroes. They attempted to drive through 
their lines, and were provented by Dock Adams, tho captain of the company, and 
for this offense to two white men General M. C. Butler leads two hundred of his 
regulators from Edgefield to Hamburgh, twenty or more miles, on horses, on the 
following Saturday, while the company in Augusta are notified to be sey by Gen- 
eral M. C. Butler. Saturday came, and the results are known to the public. 

Now, against these outrages we here, and in the name of humanity, in the name 
of civ tion, in the name of law, in the name of good government and 
tho peace and welfare of this nation, enter our unqnalified condemnation of these 
crimes and outrages, We protest against these men and their aiders and abettors, 
and in the name of the esty of law and order we demand that Governor Cham- 

n shall at once invoke all the powers of this State to bring M. C. Butler and 
his clan to justice, and that no means or treasure. be spared to punish these crimi- 
nals. And we invoke the consideration of this whole nation and the powers of the 
Federal Government to see to it that the ga principles of equal justice before 
tho law and equal protection under this Government be maintained throughout 
this nation, so that safety to life and property and the right to vote as conscience 
= dictate to every citizen be forever secured to all throughout this broad 

nd 


Will Senators listen to such recitals of fiendish deeds that would 
be disgraceful to cannibals, and say that if a principal actor therein 
has reached an election to the Senate thereby he should have a seat 
in this body? If the facts above stated are untrue, I have not seen 
their refutation. 

A subsequent meeting was held July 10, 1876, at which a commit- 
teo of seventeen framed certain resolutions setting forth in detail 
the enormity of these proceedings and directly charging M. C. But- 
ler’s complicity in them. The resolutions are direct and positive, and, 
as I have said, without motive unless they fully believed: and had 
evidence that he was the party who had directed these nee This 
address, after setting out these reasons, is signed by Rev. R. H. Cain, 
chairman, and J. L. Graves, secretary. Is it said that Rey. R. H. 
Cain, who, I presume, is a colored man, is a despicable character, a 
liar, a loafer, or anything of that kind; a poor man, an unconsidered 
man, and, therefore, not to be heard upon the floor of the Senate ? 
Or have criticisms of this kind failed with the case of Adams and 
the case of Rivers? 

Mr. MERRIMON. That very man has been convicted of forgery 
in Charleston. 

Mr. SARGENT. Unquestionably he could be convicted of any- 
thing if necessary. I do not believe that a republican in the State 
can avoid indictment or conviction. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Republican juries there convict. 

Mr. SARGENT. Exactly. I have not any doubt of it. I have no 
doubt that negroes can be dragooned into such acts—not the slight- 


est doubt of it. As to the republican courts, the kind of republican 
judges that have been described here are not the kind I should place 
much confidence in if I had any valuable property right to go before 
them. It is very cheap to talk abont republican juries under such 
influences as now prevail in the city of Charleston. What became of 
the ten thousand majority of republican voters in that city ? Why did 
they not appear and vote the last time, when the people were filling 
vacancies in the Legislature? Simply because they did not dare to. 

Mr. EATON. They had the good 
side, 5 54 

ARGENT. On the contrary, my friend, there was a dimin- 
ished vote. And if ten thousand majority could not keep themselves 
in countenance enough to go to the polls and vote in that city, if 
they were filled with terror as they are at the present time, tell me 
how five or six colored men on a jary under the instraction of a 
court can dare refuse a verdict of conviction in any case where it 
may be deemed necessary under the circumstances. 

m MERRIMON. Public sentiment is changing there as else- 
where, 

Mr. SARGENT. In South Carolina I know public sentiment is 
changing, and the very means employed to change sentiment in Lou- 
isiana, in Mississippi, and in South Carolina would change it in Cal- 
ifornia or in any other State in the world. You allow a mob spirit 
to run riot; you allow a to be banished from the polls by mid- 
night murder, by dropping murders here and there, by general massa- 
cre, by interrupting public meetir gs with armed force, by preventing 
discussion, by taking a y by the throat, stifling it, and be pre- 
venting it exercisingits rights under the Constitution and laws of tho 
United States and under the laws of humanity, and you can change 
apparent public sentiment in California, New York, or anywhere else! 

he thing has been tried. We have seen it going on for years in 
the various States of the South. We have seen murder, and riot, and 
intimidation as fine arts, as modes of electioneering determined upon 
in conventions, the dogs set loose to tear the vitals out of the opponents 
of those who let loose the bloodhound. Weunderstand that. Ot coursa 
public opinion changes. It must change. You call it „but it is 
amp use it has been made adesert. Isay that the consciences 
of the American people should revolt at these things, that this Ham- 
burgh affair was simply the first or among the first in a train of cir- 
cumstances which led to this boasted change of opinion which seut 
Mr. Butler here. All the other scenes in the tragedy came in in their 
appointed place. After this first act came the second and the third 
to the fifth act, when the republicans found that by a change of 
opinion, as it is now called, they had lost the State, although they 
had a 1 0 in the State by scores of thousands. 

Ishould like to inquire whether there is any one of the long list of 
colored men who signed the address which was issued in compliance 
with the appointment of the body whose address I e remaining 
unindicted in South Carolina. I should like to know, commencing 
with this list of men who described more in detail those scenes 
which took place in Hamburgh and showed their political bearing, 
showed how cold-blooded they were in that men were taken prison- 
ers, I will not say causelessly taken prisoners, torn from a legitimate 
occupation of the moment, but prisoners by any means, after heated 
conflict if you see fit, when men’s blood was aroused, but certainly 
* prisoners in the ition of this e murdered by a 
mob, as they allege controlled by M. C. Butler, ruthlessly ag nha 
murdered in cold blood. They describe those things, and I shoulc 
like to know how many of those in the list of names signed to this 
address sufficiently distinguished to write their names there remain 
unmolested or unindicted in South Carolina. 

I will not take up the time of the Senate in reading farther testi- 
mony on this matter. I only claim for this and the vast mass which 
I do nof read, that they open grave considerations to the attention 
of the Senate far more worthy of investigation and discussion in this 
body than anything that has been alleged as cause for sach an in- 
vestigation or discussion on this democratic side of the Chamber. ‘ 

The Senator from Georgia, [Mr. HILL,] in speaking the other da. 
urging 5 8 8 action in the Butler case, used the language whic 

wi l read: 


What has the conduct of General Butler to do with this question? Are we try- 
ing the Hamburgh riot! 


Did it not occur to that Senator who is so anxious to find ont 
whether Kellogg did not make some complaints to the returning 
board, and his influence to have them investigate those com- 
plaints, that it might be material to inquire whether his favorite for 
speedy action had really set in motion in South Carolina scenes of 
outrage and blood so eloquently denounced by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi in order to climb into the Senate of the United States? And 
for this reason was it not worth while to find ont who the actors in 
that y were, in that disgraceful and damning crime, to find ont 
whether these were legitimate stepping-stones upon which a man 
could walk into the honored seat of Senator of the United States? 
He says: 

Are we ing the es to the Hambu riot? we 0 
tion e Be has den dul elected Sensi ay ta F e 


lina which was ehteted subsequent to that riot and whose election of Senator took 
place subsequent to that time! 


Of course it must have been “subsequent to that time” or else these 


sense to go over to the democratic 
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— of violence for political purposes could have had no relation 
to it. 

The State of South Carolina by that very election has passed upon his fitness, 
and I maintain that a State has a right to elect a gentleman to this Senate, if she 
chooses to do so, that some Senators might think not very fit to be elected. 

Is notthis very mild denunciation of such scenes as those which took 
place at Hamburgh? He says this was a question for the State. Now, 
subsequent to any acts of Mr. Kellogg, of filing, as they say, illegal 
complaints before the returning board and inducing returning 
board to act upon them, Mr. Kellogg was elected to a seat in the 
Senate. It was a thing for the State to pass upon by the same logic. 
They sent him here after this act took plac3; and is any comparison 
or parallel to be drawn to show that this is so much more atrocious 
than that which is alleged to have been done by Butler that Butler 
should be seated at once, and we vex the ear of his friends by delay- 
ing him to ask questions in this matter ? 

Is the alle; act, taking it in its broadest extent, by Kellogg so 
much worse! Is it not infinitely white in comparison with these acts 
alleged against Butler? I suppose that Governor Kellogg, knowing 
that scenes like these had happened in various parishes in Louisiana 
in the election which that returning board was to pass upon, felt 
moved thereby to complain to the returning board, and under the 
law, of those outrages which had stifled the will of the people. But 
it is said that they were not filed in time; therefore, they were 
illegal. It may not be criminal for a man to file a document of that 
kind after the time fixed by law has expired. It could not be in 
logic. Nor was it wrong for him to use any influence that he pos- 
sessed in order to have a thorough investigation of those crimes com- 
mitted there at that time, as he believes. The most that can be said 
is that it was a mistake of law or a mistake of judgment. But 
compare with that the forcible disarming of this militia company 
assembled on the Fourth of July to celebrate the National Independ- 
ence, firing upon them first, 8 them, capturing them, 
slaying those who were captured in cold blood for the purpose. as is 
believed by the republicans of South Carolina, and as is further 
shown by acts of a similar character committed elsewhere in the 
State up to the time of the election and ceasing with the election, 
for the purpose of controlling the Legislature and electing a demo- 
cratic Tinited States Senator—I say compare the two acts, and then 
tell me how much consistency there is in saying that an election by 
the State subsequent to the act sanctifies and excuses Butler and 
makes our references to it impertinent, while in the case of Kellogg 
we are recreant to our duty because we do not keep him out longer 
from the Senate in order to go into an investigation which has 
already exhansted the matter, 

Mr. President, I do not wish to prolong the debate upon this sub- 
ject. I simply desired to show that, while we might impeach a single 
witness with reference to these atrocities at Hamburgh, there were 
abundant others unimpeached, and that the testimony of those they 
have impeached was merely cumulative on these points; and, fur- 
thermore, that in the most solemn manner a constituent body of 
‘South Carolina, men as much entitled to be heard in this Senate as 
any man not a member of the body, as any of our constituency, here 
in the most solemn form recorded their arraignment of Butler as the 
author, instigator, and executer of this barbarous crime, and say that 
it was done for the purpose of giving the political control of the 
State tothe democrats. Their voice to me is potent. Ido not despise 

them because they are black; I do not despise them because they are 
poor; and I certainly am still Jess willing to desert their cause becanse 
they have fewer friends now than they had a few years ago in power. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I desire to call back the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the question before it. That question is, will 
the Senate recommit to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
the credentials of Mr. Kellogg and Mr. Spofford with instructions to 
take testimony upon certain points which Mr. Spofford desires to have 
investigated before the committee? That is the question. 

But there has been an attempt on the part of gentlemen on the 
other side of the Chamber to change the issue. My friend from 
Georgia [Mr. HILL] pressed the true question upon the consideration 
of the Senate with such force and such eloquence that doubtless 
Senators on the other side felt that their party interests were being 
damaged before the country. The chairman of the committee, [Mr. 
WADLEIGH, I who is generally able to maintain himself in debate, en- 
gaged in an attempt this morning to answer the argument of the 

nator from Georgia, but another Senator upon the other side of the 
Chamber, seeing the difficulty in which his friend labored and the 
disadvantage in which his party was being placed by the discussion, 
rose in his place and sought to change the issue from the real ques- 
tion before the Senate by referring to the South Carolina case. t 
was very adroit. It proved his ability as a lawyer; but I desire to 
call the debate back to the question before the Senate, and not let it 
digress any farther. 

Before I pass, however, to the question properly under discussion, 
I may be permitted to make some comment upon the very unjusti- 
fiable assault that has been made upon a gentleman now claim- 
ing a seat in this body but who has not the privileges of this floor to 
defend himself. General Butler has been held up, not by direct 
charge made by any responsible persons, as being in complicity with 
the massacre at Hamburgh, but by innuendo, by reading the testimony 
of irresponsible witnesses charging him with such complicity. Lle 


has been sought to be placed before the country as a man who has 
been guilty of atrocities and murders; that his hands and his face are 
reeking with human gore. Testimony has been read from n 

wholly unworthy of credit in order that there might be some justifi- 
cation of this assault upon the character of the gentleman from South 
Carolina now claiming a seat here. The propriéties of this place will 
not justify me in characterizing any such assault upon the character 
of this gentleman in befitting terms; but I may be permitted to say— 
and I say it in the presence of all those gentlemen who have sought 
thus to malign his character—that they not only forget in the heat of 
debate the o Henane binding them to treat the claimant fairly, but 
that they also forget the divine injunction not to bear false witness 
against their neighbor. General Butleris not here to defend his rep- 
utation and his honor. He has not the privileges of this floor to meet 
the assaults which are being made upon his eharacter. These as- 
saults are not made on a theater where he stands upon a level with 
those who assault him, but they are made in this high place, where 
he has no voice—made in this Chamber once distingnished for the 
proprieties of discussion ; and these assaults upon his character are 
to go out before the world and prejudice him in the public estimation. 

Sir, I say, for one, that these assaults are neither generous nor 
brave. But his reputation needs no defense from me. He is known 
in the country. He is known in his own State. He has been hon- 
ored with an election to this body by the people of his State and he 
needs no defense of mine. His character will remain untarnished in 
the estimation of his friends and of all who know him, notwithstand- 
ing the malignity of the assaults that have been made upon him, 
The gentlemen who have sought by innuendoes to traduce his fame 
have done themselves more harm in the effort than they have done 
General Butler, 

I desire, now, Mr. President, to call the attention of the Senate back to 
the true question before the Senate. That question is, will you per- 
mit a contestant to a seat in this body, before you pass upou his case, 
to prove before a committee of this body that the claim of his com- 
petitor is based upon fraud and that he is himself a particeps criminis 
to the fraud? That is the question. You may not escape it. It is 
made; it is before the Senate; it is before the country. Here is an 
offer on the part of Mr. Spofford to prove before the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections that there were frauds in the returning 
board upon the action of which Mr. Kellogg bases his only claim to 
a seat in this body, and that Mr. Kellogg himself had full knowledge 
of, encouraged, aided, and abetted these frauds. Thatis the ques- 
tion which is now presented. 

The majority of the committee open their report with the declara- 
tion that they have come to a conclnsion upon the merits of this case. 
How have they arrived at the merits of Mr. Spofford’s case? Have 
they Aone it by investigation? No; the Senate and the country havo 
already been informed by the Senator from Georgia [ Mr. HILL] that 
the only thing which was done in the committee was to listen to the 
discussion of Mr, Kellogg's counsel on one side and Mr. Spofford on 
the other and to receive from those contestants certain specifications 
of facts; and when they found that there was a difference, that there 
were five matters which one of the contestants deemed material and 
important to be proven, they closed the door upon him, and would 
not let him make proof upon those points. That is true; the record 
of the proceedings of that committee will show it. Mr, Spofford ap- 
peared before the committee and pointed out and specified the alle- 

ions which he desired to sustain by proof. He appeared by the 
invitation of the committee and requested that he might have the 
privilege of proving certain propositions by testimony to be taken 
before the committee. When he came before the committee he ex- 
pressed his surprise that there was about to be a closing 7 of the 
testimony in his case without his being heard, and he des that it 
might be noted upon the record of the committee that he wished to 
introduce testimony upon certain propositions which he had laid be- 
fore the committee. The chairman of the committee called upon 
him to state what propositions he desired to have testimony taken 
upon. He then went over the specifications, all of which had been 
included in the previous statements which he had submitted to the 
committee. After he had concluded those statements, which are con- 
tained in the amendment which I had the honor to offer yesterday, 
I moved in committee “that we now take up the points made by Mr. 
Spofford seriatim, and vote upon them seriatim.” That motion was 
3 made; but a member of the committee, now occupying the 
chair, [Mr. Hoar,] amended that motion. The committee would not 
take these points up in the order in which Mr. Spofford had plaved 
them before the committee, but amended the motion so that no vote 
could be reached directly upon the different propositions. One of 
those propositions reads as follows: 


tion under pretext of compiling votes was proceede:! with in a secret chamber by 
8 


plaints were constantly received and illegal evidence admitted for the purpose of 

desi to 
elect: anf that Mr. Kellogg himself, then governor, joined in making illegal com- 
plaints aud indrcing the board to consider them. 
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There was a specific c 
returning board and that Mr. Kellogg was himself a party to those 
frauds. at was so understood by the committee. The committee 
understood that to be a direct c of fraud against the returning 
board, for the committee say in their report, page 4: 

It was contended by Mr. Spofford before your committee that the returning offi- 
gers were guilty of fraud in rejecting the polls hereinbefore referred to, and that 
in so doing they exceeded the authority conferred upon them by law. 

So that the committee itself understood that Mr. Spofford charged 
fraud directly, and that he asked the committee to inquire into it. 
It is not denied by the committee or by any member of the Senate 
that the direct c of frand apon the action of the returning 
board, which action is claimed as the basis of the right of Mr. Kel- 
logg, was made specifically before the committee, nor is it denied that 
the committee positively refused to hear that testimony. It was 
urged upon them. After making the motion which I did to take up 
these five charges seriatim, their attention was called to the necessity 
of an examination into these questions, and I now read from the re- 
marks which I made in committee upon that very point. I said: 

I have not read all this testimony— 

It may be proper to say that remark was called forth by an intima- 
tion on the part of some member of the committee that the proof which 
ma been agreed to be offered in evidence bore upon this subject. I 
said: 

I have not read all this 5 There may bave been ample testimony taken 

5 


on that ee but I do hope that this committee will not place itself in the position 
in which er high body pinced itself in refusing to take any testimony aliunde in 
A 0 agai 


of fraudulent action on the part of the 


reference to that great complaint st the electoral commission was 
its refusal to examine into the question of frand, and hero is the specific allegation 
of fraud. One of the specific allegations made by Mr. Spofford is frandulent 
action on the part of the returning board, and he asks to be allowed to make 

of that before this committee. Are we to foreclose him? Is the motion of tho 
Senator from Massachusetts to prevail, and is the door to be shut in his face, and 
is he to be denied his private mght—his right to an office—when the right of his 
State is involved? Are we to say, Sir, you are not permitted to enter into ovi- 
dence on that important point.“ Lask tho committee what will be its own position 
before the Senate and before the country if the specific request on the of 
Mr. Spofford to introduce evidence to substantiate a charge of fraudulent at on 
the part of the returning board, whereby he is to be deprived in one event of his 
seat, is denied him? What would be the position of this committeo in the estima- 
tion of the Senate and of the country? 1 the committee will not place itself 
in that position. Mr. acai says that ina short time and with a few witnesses 
he can establish these charges, I hope, therefore, that the amendment to my mo- 
tion will not prevail, but that we will be allowed to take up these questions seriatim., 

The committee were fully apprised not only of the nature and 
character of the charges made by Mr. Spofford, but they were fully 
apprised of the desire of the minority of that committee that these 
charges should be investigated, and that justice to Mr. Spofford re- 
quired an examination. Notwithstanding that there were efforts 
made on the part of the minority of the committee to have that jus- 
tice done him, the majority of the committee closed the door and de- 
nied him the privilege of producing that testimony. The appeal is now 
made to the Senate. As justice has not been done to the contestant, 
Mr. Spofford, by the committee, we ask the Senate to recommit these 
credentials to the committee in order that testimony upon these ma- 
terial points may be taken and that they may be considered and 
investigated. Shall that appeal be made in vain? Will the Senate, 
governed by partisan considerations, be so unjust to the claimant, 

. Spofford, as to deny him this just right? The committee, how- 
ever, deemed, I presume, from the conclusions they have reached, 
that these questions are immaterial. They have come to the conclu- 
sion, I suppose, that these questions of fraud are immaterial; that 
they have no power to examine into questions of fraud on the part 
of the returning board; that even if they knew that the action of 
the returning board was steeped in fraud it would make no differ- 
ence, because I find on page 2 of the report that they arrived at the 
following conclusions : 

First. That the returning officers of Louisiana were a lawful tribunal, solely au- 
thorized and required to ascertain, return, and certify the election of members of 
the General Assembly. 

That is one of their conclusions. They come to another: 

Second. That those, and only those who held certificates of election from said 
returning officers were enti to seats in the General Assembly at the organization 


thereof. 

Third, That the body which first ized with a quorum of members in each 
branch f having such certificates, and which was duly recognized by the 
lawful governor of said State, was the lawful Legialature. 

These several propositions convey to my mind the impression that 
the committee believed that even if there should be a charge not 
only alleged but proved that every certificate that was given to the 
members of the Packard legislature was obtained by fraud they 
could not go behind the action of the returning board, but that the 
would be bound to respect those certificates thus saturated in fraud. 
That I understand to be the position of the committee, and I sup- 
pose if this appeal to the Senate is denied that will be the conclu- 
sion of the Senate. Now let us inquire whether fraud does not viti- 
ate everything which it touches. If the judgment of the highest 
court on earth could be proved to have been obtained by frand it 
would not be entitled to respect in any inferior court in the land; 
and yet this committee regards the action of the returning board 


with such sanctity that they gravely came to the conclusion that the 
question of fraud with reference to their action is immaterial, and 
that if proved it could not vitiate the certificate held by the party 
claiming under it. That is not such a position as can be justified by 


22 in courts of law; and until very recently no such doctrine 
as ever been enunciated. Party necessity, and party necessity 
alone, has given birth to such a doctrine. this connection I de- 
sire to aa afew remarks from the letter of Judge Black to Mr. 
Stoughton bearing directly upon this question : 

We will now assume— 

Says Judge Black— ; 
that the returning board was a constitutional body vested with all the power you 
claim for it, and also that its certificate is conclusive. Does it follow that its ac- 
tion is binding, if it be fraudulent? No; a tribunal with full jurisdiction has no 
more power to commit fraud than a private citizen. A judgment of the Supremo 
Court of the United States upon a matter clearly within its authority is utterly 
void if tainted with corruption. No paper of any kind, no official certificate, no 
deed. no record, can weigh a feather in the scale of justice, if it has been concocted 
in willful falsehood or procured by actual deception. Such a paper or record, when 


produced in evidence, has precisely the same probative force as a forgery i neither 


i is, we are back 


more nor less. fas we he ‘ed by the good sense and honesty of all 
mankind, and by rules of law that are universally accepted. Nobody has yct dared 


to deny this principle No republican counsellor met it in argument when the demo- 
cratic counsel set it forth; none of the eight responded when all of the seven pre- 
sented it. Even you, with all your “ strange alacrity in sinking,” cannot get down 
low enough to con ot it. 

Any court, 5 body, any commissioner or arbitrator, who receives a 
paper known to have been fraudulently made, and gives it the effect of a true one, 
or adopts it as the foundation of a j t, or allows it to manic’ any os 
righ commits a most scandalous outrage upon law and fos ce. The principle 
which excludes a document tainted with that kind of iniquity is fundamental, ex- 
iomatic, and necessary to the = of all xine, public as well as private. It is 
of universal FI impregnable, unassailable, without variableness or shadow 
of turning. 1t stands now as it has stood since the beginning of 

“ Whole as the marble, founded as the rock, 
As broad and general as the casing air.” 


Mr. CONOVER. I ask the Senator from Delaware to give way 
that I may make a motion to proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Very well. 

Mr. CONOVER. I understand that the Senator yields for that 
purpose, and I make that motion. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator allow me to inquire, is the mo- 
age made ne a view to resuming legislative business or with a view 
to adjourn l 

Mr CONOVER. I do not know about that. It is made with a 
view to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. CONKLING. But with a view, I mean, to resume any legisla- 
tive session afterwards 

Mr. PATTERSON, No; let us adjourn afterwards. 

Mr. CONOVER. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I did not know but that the Senator had some 
purpose in view. Ido not object to the motion; I only wanted to 
understand it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Florida, that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 


executive business. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After thirty minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session the doors were reopened, and (at four o’clock and 


thirty-five minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


world; 


IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, November 30, 1877. 


Prayer by Rev. H. W. Reap, of California. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PARIS INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate resumes the consideration of 
the unfinished business of yesterday : 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to appeal to the Senate to give us a 

art of the morning hour to pass the joint resolution in relation to the 
French exposition. The appeals coming from all over the country, 
from those interested in the subject, are that there be action by the 
Senate npon it. It is very necessary that it should pass at an early 
day if we are to accept the invitation. Since I reached my seat in 
the Senate a moment ago, I have received from the editor of a lead- 
ing French paper in New York, the Franco-Américain, this dispateh : 

What has become of the exposition bill? French population waits with anxiety 
the action of the Senate. 

Not merely the French population, who, of course, take a pride in 
their former nationality, but our own citizens of the industrial classes, 
the scientific classes, and the literary classes in een State of the 
Union desire action on this, measure. I have recei urgent peti- 
tions from my own State asking that there shall be action; and I 
think there ought to be action at once, because every moment’s delay 
endangers the passage of the measure. It can take but a few minutes 
and this joint resolution ought to be passed at this session, if passed 
at all. If it is to go over to-day I see no object in passing it at this 
session of Congress, and it goes over until some time in December. I 
hope we shall be allowed twenty minutes to tiy the experiment of 
passing the joint resolution during the morning hour. iss 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to ask the Senator from California if he 
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will be willing to have the joint resolution as it came from the House 
merely voted upon. My impression is that that is the only way to 
secure its passage; and while I think it very pennie that it might 
be amended, I do not think itis important to change the resolution, 
because, if the Senate and the House prefer to have a T sum ap- 
propriated hereafter, they can doit. But I hardly think the House 
and the Senate would reach that conclusion even after mature delib- 
eration ; and if the Senator will allow a vote to be taken on the joint 
resolution as it came from the House, I cannot think that there will 
be any objection to taking that vote. 

Mr. SARGENT. As an individual Senator, I certainly will consent 
to that course and the vote can be taken; Dut as representing the 
Committee on Appropriations of course I shall have to present the 
amendments Seta by the committee. The Senator himself can, 
however, move as a substitute for the report of the committee the 
House joint resolution ; which, I sup will answer his purpose. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will do that if I have an 1407 

Mr. RANDOLPH. The introduction of this bill will give rise to 
debate. There are Senators who are not now present who have said 
to me that they desired to discuss the bill and that some objectionable 
features were in it, and it occurs to me now that in their absence I 
should enter a protest against its being taken up. 

Mr. SARGENT. Dol understand the Senator to consider that the 
objectionable features are in the original House joint resolution or in 
the amendments of our Committee on Appropriations? 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I cannot answer that. 

Mr. SARGENT. It may be that the Senate committee have by 
their amendments obviated all objections that do exist in the minds 
of Senators. I do not know bnt that the objections to the House bill 
are radical. There are some features of it which the committee 
thought were objectionable and which as a matter of policy perhaps 
should be amended. That policy is not so strong, however, as to risk 
the loss of the whole measure or of its early powaga 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I do not want to be misunderstood. I desire 
the passage of the bill. I am willing to take it with or without the 
Senate committee’s amendments, but or that there are gen- 
tlemen who will debate the measure, and that will interrupt the order 
of business. 

Mr. SARGENT. Isuggest to my friend that we try the experiment 
and see. We might be allowed to run fifteen minutes any way. 
dare say we can close the matter in that time. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I have no objection to that. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the consideration 
of the joint resolution in relation to the Paris exposition ? 

Mr. DAWES. Do I understand that means the House joint resolu- 
tion or some new bill or resolution? 

Mr. SARGENT. It is not a new measure. We simply reported 
back the House resolution with amendments; but if the Senate de- 
sires to take the House joint resolution without amendments, it can 
be very easily done. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection, and the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international indus- 
trial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878 is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. MORRILL. I now ask that unanimous consent be given that 
a vote may be taken upon the bill as it came from the House, and 
that without debate, as I am quite satisfied that any amendment that 
may be proposed here will not be acted upon at this session by the 
other House. There is not time; and I do not think that the amend- 
ments which are reported are so important that they cannot be reached 
at the next session. There are several amendments that I should be 
very glad to have inserted myself, not to increase the appropriation 
perhaps, but to give each State a commissioner probably ; but as the 
only possible chance of having the bill passed, I ask that unanimous 
consent be given now for a vote upon the Honse bill just as it came 
to us, for this reason: If the bill shall be rejected, it will be in just 
as good condition to be passed at the next session as it would be if it 
were passed now with amendments. If amendmerts are necessary, 
they can be supplied by supplementary action at the next session. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the proposition of 
the Senator from Vermont? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes; I object. The bill was bad enough as it 
came from the House. The Senate committee has made some im- 
provements, and also added some errors to it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendments of 
the Committee on Appropriations, which will be read in their order. 

The first amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was in 
section 2, line 1, after the word “ President” to strike out the words 
“be authorized to” and insert in lieu thereof: 

By and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall. 


So as to read : 

Set 2. That the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint a commissiouer-general to hy e. the United States in the pro- 
posed exposition, and, under the general direction of the Secretary of State, to 
make all needful rules and regulations in reference to the contributions from this 
country, and to control the expenditures incident to the proper installation and 
exhibition thereof, and to the preparation of the reports on the exposition, &o. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was in 
line 10, section 2, after the word “ commissioners” to strike ont the 


words “ provided that,” and in the same line, after the word “ of” to 
strike out the words “said commissioners” and insert the word 
“whom;” soas to read: 

And that the President may also appoint twenty additional commissioners, no 
two of whom shall be appointed from any one State,of whom three shall be prac- 
arr ES CR three shall be skilled representatives of commerce and man- 


Mr. SARGENT. That is only verbal. 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was in 
line 17, section 2, after the word “ one” to strike out the word “to,” 
and insert: 

Who shall be assistant commissioner- and shall perform 
commissioner-general in case of his —— , and shall. a 

So as to read: 

„552... O TOR UOO tie aise DADS TA whan 
res) „ 8] u o nine u w 
8 will, ender the official Tenisons be divided. A aes, wie shall 
be assistant commissioner-general, and shall ‘orm duties of commissioner- 

eral in case of his or disability, and shall report upon the exhibition at 
and the general results thereof. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

TLe next amendment of the committee was in line 25, section 
after the word ‘‘ exceed to strike out the words “ one thousand” an 
insert “ twelve hundred ;” so as to read: 

And the allowance of the twenty additional commissioners for salary and per- 
sonal expenses shall not exceed $1,200 each. 

Mr. COCKRELL, I object to that. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 32, 
noes 12. 

The next amendment of the committee was in line 27, section 2, 
after the word “ commissioner-general“ to insert: 

Which shall not exceed $15,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line 29, section 2, after the word 
States“ to strike out the word “shall” and insert “may;” and in 
the same line, after the word “President” to strike out the word 
“may;” so as to read: 

And the governors of the several States may nominate and the President appoint 
two honorary commissioners from each of the several States, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line 35, section 2, after the word 
“upon” to insert the word“ such;“ and in the same line, after the 
word “subjects” to insert the words “as the commissioner-general 
may direct ;” so as to make the clause read: 

And the President may appoint twenty-four additional hono: commissioners, 
53 whom there shall be at least onc resident of each of the Territories of tho 
Uni States, which said honorary commissioners ma: Tp upon such special 
subjects as the commissioner-general may direct, and serve without pay or 
other expense to the United States. 

The amendment was a to. 

The next amendment was in line 3, section 3, after the word “ cost” 
to insert “under 8 e to be presented by the commissioner- 

neral;“ in line 4, before the word “ articles” strike out the word 
“the” and insert “such;” in line 5, before the word “may” striko 
out which“ and insert “‘as;” so as to read: 

Sec. 3. That the President be authorized, in his discretion, to assign one or more 


of the public vessels to transport to and from France, free of cost, under regula- 
tions to rescribed by the commissioner-general, such articles as may be offured 
for exhibition by the citizens of the United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line 6, section 3, after the word 
States“ to strike ont: 

And that the several 9 of the Government which contributed to tho 
centennial exhibition in Philadelphia may place under the conirol of tho commis- 
sioner-general, for exhibition, such articles as shall be deemed desirable to mako a 
proper collective exhibit on behalf of the Government of the United States; and 
the said commissivner-general shall causo the same to be returned to tho several 
Departments at the close of the exhibition; and the expenses thereof shall be de- 
frayed out of the moneys herein appropriated. 

Mr. SARGENT. We strike that out because it would make an 
enormo usexpense. We cannot gauge the amount of expense it would 
involve. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line 8, section 4, after the word “and” 
to strike out the word “fifty” and insert the word “ seventy-five ;” 
so as to read: 

That in order to defray the necessary expenses above authorized, and for the 
proper installation of the exhibition, and the expenditures of the commissioner- 
general, made under the direction of the Secretary of State, and with his appro al, 
and not otherwise, there be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $175,000, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary for the purposes herein specified, which sum 
shall be expended under the direction of the Secretary of State. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, this amendment, as I understand, 
increases the $150,000 appropriated by the House bill to $175,000. Now, 
my opinion is that they will not be able to pass the bill with that 
addition to the amount, and I suggest to the friends of the bill that 
they had better leave the $150,000 as it is. This is merely increasing 
the salaries by $25,000. One of the friends of the bill asked me this 
morning not to have that change made, because it would defeat the 
bill. They can get along withont it. 

Mr. SARGENT. Of course this appropriation is for the general 
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cost of onr being represented at the exposition. I think it ought to 
be $200,000 or $250,000 ; but I desire to say that for the reasons given 
by the Senator, as far as I am concerned, I will vote against the 
amendment. 

Mr. KERNAN. Very well. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was in 
line 12, section 4, after the word “hereby,” to strike out the words 
“instracted and ;” so as to read: 

And out of such amount the Commissioner of Agriculture is hereby authorized 
to collect and prepare, as far as practicable, and with as little delay as possible, 
snitable imens of the agricultural uctions of the several States and Ter- 
ritories of the Union for exnibition at Paris exposition. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This dis of the amendments pro- 
posed by the Committee on Appropriations. Are there further amend- 
ments 

Mr: SAUNDERS. The second section of the joint resolution pro- 
vides for the appointment of twenty additional commissioners who 
now will be at a pay of $1,200 for the time they are employed instead 
of $1,000 as originally. I move to strike ont “twenty” and insert 
“ one for each organized State,” and I do it for this reason: I am very 
sure I speak for the whole western country when I say that each 
State does want to be represented. I voted against the amendment 
raising the pay to $1,200 because I know they would be willing in 
these hard times to bear a portion of the expenses themselves in order 
to keep the expenses down as much as possible. I voted against that 
amendment and with a view to giving one commissioner to each 
organized State—— 

r. SARGENT. I trust my friend will reserve that until the next 
session. Weshall probably have to legislate further on the matter. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. This is a substitute for the House bill, I under- 
stand, or an amendment to it. 

Mr. SARGENT. I know we are amending the Honse joint resolu- 
tion, bnt we had only fifteen minutes by agreement, and there are 
but two or three of those minutes left. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. If that be the understanding and with the 
further understanding that I shall offer this at some other time and 
in an additional bill, I will let the matter pass this morning. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inquire of the Chair whether a simple mo- 
tion that the Senate recede from so many of its amendments as have 
not been concurred in by the House would be in order; and, if so, 
whether it would not take precedence of all other motions, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That motion has virtually been put and 
disposed of at the commencement of the consideration of this bill. 
That was the proposition of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. MOR- 
RILL,] to which there was objection. The motion, of course, would 
be in order. 

Mr. SARGENT. What motion is now pending! Is there any ques- 
tion before the Senate? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There are no further amendments to be 
offered in Committee of the Whole. The bill is reported to the Sen- 
ate. The pending question is, “Will the Senate concur in the amend- 
ments made as in Committee of the Whole?” Is a separate question 
demanded on any of these amendments? The Chair hears none. 
Shall they be concurred in in gross? 

The amendments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the joint reso- 
Jution to be read a third time. 

The joint resolution was read the third time. 

Mr. COCKRELL. On the question of the passage of the resolu- 
tion I ask for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to say—I do not mean to discuss the 
matter—that I shall vote against this resolution. Notice has been 
given that at the regular session supplementary legislation is to be 
asked to increase the amount of the appropriation. We made appro- 
priations for the Vienna exposition, which did not result, I believe, 
in any credit to this country. I am opposed to these annual and 
biennial appropriations for such purposes. Therefore I shall vote 
against this resolution. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PADDOCK, (when his name was called.) I believe that every 
State should have a representation by commissioners at ihe Paris 
exposition ; but as this is the best attainable proposition I vote 

‘yea. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 36, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bayard, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania, 
Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Conover, Davis of Illinois, 


Dawes, Dennis, Dorsey, Hoar, Howe, In Johnston, Jones of Florida, n, 
Kirkwood, Lamar, MeMillan, Mer berson, Mitchell, Morrill, Oglesby, Paddock, 
Patterson, Randolph, Rollins, Sargent, Saunders, Teller, W. gh, and Wal- 


lace . 
NAYS—Messrs. a Beck, Booth, Cockrell, Coke, Eaton, Garland, Harris, 
Hereford, Hill, Jones Nevada, McCreery, McDonald, Maxey, Merrimon, Mor- 
gen, Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, and Withers—20. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Bruce, Davis of West Virginia, 
Edmunds, Ferry, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Matthews, Plumb, Ransom, Sharon, 
Spencer, Whyte, and Windom—17. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate resumes the consideration of 
the following resolution 

Mr. DAWES. May I be permitted to take an order for the return 
of some pajos ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Massachusetts asks 
for an order. Is there objection to receiving his motion ? The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. DAWES submitted the following order: 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered on the condition 
imposed by the rule. 
On motion of Mr. CHRISTIANCY, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the caseof A. Armes be taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Military Aff: 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. WHYTE presented the petition of Commander E. P. McCrea, 
of the United States Navy, praying for an inquiry into the manner in 
which certain proceedings were conducted under the act of Congress 
of July 1, 1870, in relation to examinations for promotions; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented a memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, praying the 
amendment or repeal of the bankrapt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ho also presented a memorial of all the national banks of Philadel- 
phia, save one, and several trust and saving-fund companies, remon- 
strating against the passage of an act allowing the coinage of silver 
currency to an unlimited extent as the bimetallic legal money of our 
country ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania who have 
been in the military service of the United States and who are now in 
the uniformed volunteer service, asking for an appropriation for the 
encouragement of rifle-practice ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. McMILLAN. Is it in order to make a report from a standing 
committee! E 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, Anything is in order by unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate. 

Mr. McMILLAN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 10) for the relief of James Glover, of Pennsyl- 
vania, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 135) for the relief of Edwin Fairfax Gray, submitted an adverse 
report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill was 
tponed indefinitely. 

Mr. SARGENT, from the Committee on Appropriations, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies ia 
the appropriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other pur- 
poses, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. BAILEY, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the petition of James Newcomb, of Carmel, Maine, late of 
Company H, Seventeenth United States Infantry, praying to be 
allowed a pension, submitted a report thereon accompanied by a bill 
(S. No. 363) granting a pension to James Newcomb; which was read 
twice by its title. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 

Am from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
Abus, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following 
vill and joint resolution; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1532) to provide a method for the settlement and 
adjustment of the accounts of the attorney of the United States for 
the District of Columbia; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 59) authorizing the payment of em- 

loyés of the House of Representatives their salaries for time served 
* them during the present session of Congress, without having 
taken the oath prescribed by law. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 357) providing for beacon-lights on the 
line of inland navigation from the Chesapeake Bay to the sounds in 
North Carolina; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

ea asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 358) to provide for the erection of light-houses in 


Albemarle Sound, North Carolina; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 359) for the relief of the estate of J. Milton Best, 
of Kentucky; which was read twice by its title, and, together with 
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en the case, referred to the Committee 


Mr. KERNAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 360) in relation to docketing judgments re- 
covered in the courts of the United States to make them a lien on real 
estate; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 361) to provide for the building of a marine 
hospital at 8 Tennessee ; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. INGALLS (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 352) granting a Dae to A. 
G. Ege; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, 

AMENDMENT TO DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. COKE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. No, 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 4 

PACIFIC RAILROAD LINES. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I ask the Senator who has charge of the pending 
resolution to yield to me while I offer a resolution to be laid on the 
table, to be brought up in connection with the resolution some time 
ago introduced by the Senator from Colorado, [ Mr. 3 I give 
notice that at the proper time I shall offer this as an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute for the resolution of the Senator from Colo- 


rado. 
Tho VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the resolu- 


tion. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas it is alloged that the Union Pacific Railroad Company and its branch 
companies have heretofore neglected and still do neglect and refuse to operate 
their roads in accordance with the acts of Congress under which their construction 
was authorized ; 

And whereas it is alleged that by reason of said defaults and on account of the 
same the Government of the United States and the public have been and still are 
being damaged and deprived of ee and lawful rights and privileges, as stip- 
ulated, defined, and agreed upon in said acts aforesaid: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to inform the Senate what legal impediments, if any, exist which prevent 
Him from executing said laws in accordance with the obligations accepted and 
agreements made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and branches with the 
United States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts aforosaid. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie over. 


Mr. PADDOCK. I move that it be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate resumes the consideration 
of the resolution which will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That William Pitt Kellogg is, u the merits of the case, lawfully 
entitled to a seat in the Senate of the U nited States from the State of Louisiana for 
the term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of March, 1877, and that he be 
admitted thereto upon taking the proper oath. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. SauLsnunv, ] 
which will be read, 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas it appears by tho report of the minority of the Committee on Privi- 
loges anl Elections that Henry XI. S rd, one of the contestants fora seat in the 
Senate from the State of Louisiana, did ask and demand tho authority of the com- 
mittee to produce testimony on the five following points at issue between the con- 
testanta, to wit: 

“1. That the facts relative to the election of Tremonlet, Cressy, and Rolle, from 
the seventh representative districtof New Orleans, were substantially as set forth 
iu the statement read by H. M. Spofford in his argument before this committee on 
the 24th October, 1877. 


visors of registration, and (a sistant supervisors) with their R ape the com- 
missioners of election, and sent, one set to the clerk of the district court of cach 


the returning board, (so called.) showed a majority of votes actually cast through- 
or Nicholls and Wiltz over Packard 


RAAE polls and changing the result of the constitutional returns was clan- 
collusive, 


of figures, tantamount to a 
figures upon those re- 


tthe 


turns were before their 
of said 
candidate for representative in the State 

to the returns as they first came to the bon 
left behind, and Brown, the defeated candidate, falsely declared clected ; and that 


alteration, and yet the alteration promul, 
as the true return; that by such fraudulent al 
assembly, who bad in 
rd defeated 


‘ed the results 
n E. E. Smart, 
fact and according 
his competitor, Brown, was 


said Brown took his seat in the Packard house, and 
on the 2d of January, 1877, when there was a pre count of votes for gov- 
ernor and lieutenant-governor in joint assembly, and perhaps on one or two other 
occasions, but that he afterward abandoned that body and went home, acknowledg- 


figures on the journal as present 


b . he had never been el 
nd which request was refused by a majority of said committee; Therefore, 
Resolved, That the credentials of William 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I propose occupying the atten- 
tion of the Senate but a very short time this morning. At the time 
I gave way yesterday for a motion to go into executive session I was 
calling the attention of the Senate to the position assumed by the ma- 
jority of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, namely, that the 
question of fraud in the action of the returning board of Louisiana 
was an immaterial question; that the returning board had plenary 
power to issue certificates to whomsoever it would, and that the per- 
sons holding those certificates and no others were entitled to seats in 
the Legislature and entitled to vote for a Senator upon this floor. 

In my opinion, no position could be more untenable; in fact, no po- 
sition could be more absurd and nothing but tisanship ever con- 
ceived or announced such a position. Let us look at the question a 
moment. Suppose the returning board had given its certificates to 

ns who had not been candidates at the election in November, but, 
in the exercise of this plenary power that is claimed for the board, 
they should have given certificates to ns who were not candi- 
dates, and who were not voted for. According to this doctrine, those 
gonaren holding certificates of the returning board would have had 
ull right and authority to take seats in the Legislature of Louisiana 
and to vote for a Senator on this floor, and there would be no power 
in this body to inquireinto that fact. This is clothing the decrees of 
the returning board of Lonisiana with a sanctity, not to say omnipo- 
tence, that is not claimed for any other body upon earth. 

It was not the doctrine that was formerly held in the Senate and 
formerly announced to the Senate by the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. We all remember a few years ago the contest in 
the Senate between Mr. Sykes, of Alabama, and the present Senator 
from that State, (Mr. Srencer.] That contest was referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, and testimony was taken 
before that committee and arguments made in support of the different 
contestants for a seat from that State. What were the conclasions 
of the Committee on Privileges and Elections in that case and what 
were the conclusions of the majority upon this floor? I hold in my 
hand the report of the Committee on Privileges and Elections com- 
posed not exactly as it is composed to-day, but the present chairman 
of that committee was a member of the committee at that time and 
joined in the report that was made to the Senate by Mr. Carpenter, 
then a member of that committee, who discussed that question, being, 
I believe, the first time when a contest came up between claimants 
from a State which had two bodies, each of which claimed to be the 
Legislature of the State. There had been previous contests by per- 
sons claiming to have been elected from the saine State having but 
one Legislature, but this, I believe, was the first contest thatcanie up 
in the Senate between persons claiming to have been elected by dif- 
ferent bodies claiming to be the Legislature of the State. After con- 
sidering this anomalous state of affairs, the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections, of which the present chairman, the Senator from New 
Hampshire, was a member at that time, reported its conclusions to 
the Senate and the Senate acted npon the conclusions arrived at hy 
the committee. I now call attention to what that committee said. 
Here is its report. After discussing the matter they arrived at this 
conclusion : 

Therefore— 

Says the committee— 


Therefore, in determining as to the mght of Spencer or Sykes to this seat, the 
Senate is compelled to choose between the body in fact elected, organized, acting, 
aud recognized by the executive department as the Legislature, and another body, 
organized in form, but without tho election and without a recognition on tho part 
of the executive of the State at the time they pretended to elect Sykes. When we 
consider that all the forms prescribed by law for canvassing and certifying an 
election and for the mization of the two houses are designed to secure to the 

reons actnally elected the right to act in the offices to which in fact thoy have 
Se elected, it would be sacrificing the end to the means were the Senate to ad- 
here to the mere form, and thus defeat the end which tho forms were intended to 
secure. 

Tho persons in the two bodies 8 to be the senate and house of representa- 
tives who voted for Spencer constituted a quorum of both houses of the members 
actually elected. 2 


It is admitted in this case that the Legislature which elected Mr. 
Spofford constituted a quorum and more than a quorum of the per- 
sons actually elected by the votes. It is by Mr. Kellogg himself ad- 
mitted that there were thirteen members in the Assembly which 
elected him a Senator, who voted for him for Senator, who had not 
been actually elected at the polls, and that witbont their votes he 
would not have a majority of his pretended Packard legislature, 
But I go on with the report: £ 


The persons in the State-house a ogee who voted for Sykes did not consti- 
tute a quorum of the two houses daly elected, but a quorum of persons certitied 
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to have been elected to the two honses. Were the Senate to hold Sykes's election 
to be Se ge ba Pt pe follow that erroneous certificates, delivered to men conceded 
not to be „ had enabled persons who in fact ought not to vote for a Senator 
to elect a Senator to misrepresent the State for six years. On the other hand, if we 
treat the court-house logislature as the legal ture of the State, it is con- 
ceded that 3 effect to the will of the people as evidenced by the election. So 


that, to state pi tion in other we are called upon to choose between 
the nace and the substance, the fiction and the fact; and, consid ring the impor- 
tance 


the election of a Senator, in the be “as of your committee the Senate would 
not be justified in overriding the will of the people, as expressed at the ballot-box, 
out of deference to certificates issued erron ly to persons who were not elected. 

That was the doctrine held in the Sykes-Spencer case. It was 
necessary then to hold that doctrine in order to give to the present 
Senator from Alabama a seat upon this floor, but it is now necessary 
in order to give to Mr. Kellogg a seat upon this floor to reverse that 
doctrine held then by the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
and acted on by the Senate so that Mr. Kellogg may be enabled to 
take a seat upon the floor of the Senate. Sir, whatever may be the 
action of this body, if it now reverses its own decree, its own judg- 
ment, if it now goes back upon the very doctrine that it then ennn- 
ciated as a justification for seating Mr. SPENCER, the public judgment 
of the country will be that the question has not been decided accord- 
ing to its merits as contained in the resolution reported from the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, but it has been decided upon 
party necessities and upon party proclivities alone. Four years ago 
this Committee on Privileges and Elections, and the majority on this 
floor, regarded the will of the people as expressed at the ballot-box 
as ount to the certificate of the returning board; for it will be 
remembered that in that case it was not disputed that there was a 
quorum of both houses of the legislative body that voted for Sykes 
fur Senator who were duly certified by the secretary of state to be 
elected at the election held in Alabama. Under the law of that State 
the officers of the election and the county canvassers wero required 
to certify the returns to the secretary of state, and the secretary of 
state was required by the constitution and laws of that State to 
deliver certiticates to the persons who were elected according to the 
returns which were sent to him. 

It was not contended that he issued a certificate to any man who 
was not by the returns forwarded to his office actually elected, but 
a plea was set up that in that case there was an error in granting 
these certificates because there had been a mistake in some of the 
election officers in making the returns from one or two counties. 
There was no charge of fraud against the secretary of state who de- 
livered the certificates to members of the Legislature who voted for 
Sykes ; simple error was claimed and that error was deemed sufficient 
to override the certificate of the secretary of state of Alabama in that 
case. But now when fraud is cha upon oneof the contestants and 
proof offered to substantiate the fraud, the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections put in the plea that it is immaterial whether there was 
fraud or not; thatthe certificates of the returning board are final and 
83 and the Senate cannot go behind them. Where is the con- 
sistenc 

But I will not follow that view of the question any farther. I will 
say here now that no sophistry can be brought in to aid or justify 
the conclusions of the majority of the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections; that no necessity can avail to justify the majority in 
the Senate in seating Mr. Kellogg, notwithstanding the certificates 
of the returning board, when it is admitted by Mr. Kellogg himself 
that thirteen of the men who thus held certificates and voted for him 
were not in fact elected by the people at the polls. 

Take the seat. We care but little about one more additional vote 
upon the republican side of this Chamber. That is not a matter of 
importance to us. Take it, and go before the country and seek to 
age yourselves, and see what the judgment of the country will 

hile the electoral commission, which passed upon another 
grave and important question, proclaimed that it had not the right 
to inquire into these frands, it never uttered the opinion that the 
Senate of the United States has not power, under its general power 
to judge of the elections, qualifications, and returns of its members, 
the right to do it, and their example cannot be pleaded in excuse for 
the Senate in refusing to go behind those returns and to investigate 
the frauds actually committed. The Senate cannot justify itself in 
refusing when the proof of those frands is offered here before one of 
the committeos of the Senate by one of the contestants for the seat 
and Senators cannot jastify themselves in refusing to hear that proof 
and 8 i the case according to the testimony there adduced. 

But, I will pass from that point, for I intend that my remarks shall 
be brief. The Committee on Privileges and Elections, fearing that it 
could not sustain itself upon that plea which has been interposed in 
behalf of the electoral commission, and that it would not prove sat- 
isfactory to the people of the country, fearing that they could not 
justify themselyes before the world and before the Senate in res ing 
the case upon the position that the decrees of the returning bo 
are like the law of the Medes and Persians irrevocable, have assumed 
another very strange position. I read from the report of the com- 
mittee, on page 4, this language: 

It was contended Ur ar: Spaa before your committee that the returning 

u. 


officera were guilty of rejecting the pols hereinbefore referred to, and that 
in so doing they exceeded the authority conferred upon them by law. 


There is an admission that this ch of frand was made before 


the committee. Tho committee distinctly announce that that charge 
was made by Mr. Spofford before the committee, and the amendment 


I have offered recites the very points on which he desires to take tes- 
timony, one of them being a c of frand, and it was refused him 
by the committee. Fearing that they could not sustain themselves 
upon their former position, the committee assume this further posi- 
tion, and go on to say: 

Your committee find, however, that the retarning board in so doing acted not 
fraudulently but in good faith; and that in their construction of the law. under 
which they acted they were sustained by precedents and by able legal opinions. 

This committee therefore assume the postion that the returning 
board acted not fraudulently but in good faith. That is an advance 
upon any position which was assumed by the electoral commission. 
The electoral commission did not undertake to become the white- 
washers of that board which overthrew the will of the people of 
Lonisiana, but held that it was not authorized under the act creating 
the commission to go behind the returns and inquire into fraud. 
But this committee comes up as the defender of the returning board 
and becomes its defender against the accusation of fraud ; and where 
is their evidence? They would not inquire into the question. They 
positively refused one of the contestants in this case the privilege of 
submitting testimony to establish the fraud. Yet without the in- 
quiry, with the full knowledge thata proof of fraud was tendered 
and rejected, they came to the conclusion that the board acted not 
frandulently but in good faith. Well, that is a strange conclusion, 
Who ever heard before of a court arriving at the conclusion that the 
claim of a party was just when the contestant on the other side 
offered to prove that his claim was unjust? 

But here are judges refusing to hear the testimony upon an alle- 
gation of frand; and they gravely come into the Senate and pro- 
mulgate to the Senate and to the world that there was no fraud, that 
the returning board acted in good faith. Fortunately, Mr. President, 
the majority of this committee have reported to the Senate, not the 
evidence of fraud which the contestant, Mr. Spofford, desired to have 
reported to the Senate, but ample testimony to convict the returning 
board of the most nefarious acts of fraud. To contradict expressiy 
the statement of the majority of this committee, that there was no 
fraud, but that the board acted in good faith, they bring there the 
antidote for their own poison. The testimony taken by the commit- 
tees of the Seuate and the House, including the Field committee, con- 
tains indubitable evidence of the tand the most glaring frauds 
on the part of the returning board. And, sir, it is admit by the 
admission of facts—by Mr. Kell himself in this contest—for he 
admits that thirteen of the men who voted for him in the Packard 
legislature were not elected at the polls. That isan admission which 
carries upon itself the evidence of fraud. How did they get there if 
they were not elected, unless there was fraud. 

But let us turn now to some evidence of the fraud of the returning 
board as revealed by the volumes of evidence that have been reported 
by the committees. First, the testimony reported by the committee 
shows that the elections held in Louisiana were perfectly free, per- 
fectly fair; that there was no violence, that there was no intimida- 
tion any where on the day of election.. It shows that there was no 
interference with the pi of any man to vote on the day of election. 
That is the testimony I believe everywhere. I am fully aware that 
it is contended upon the other side that, while the day of election 
itself was peaceable, intimidation had been resorted to before that 
time which prevented men from voting. I am asserting that the elec- 
tion was itself peaceable and fair, according to the testimony taken 
by the Senate committee and the House committee; that there was 
no violence used upon the day of election at any poll, so far as I re- 
member, in the whole State of Louisiana. Well, the election took 
piers; the returns of the commissioners of election were, under the 

w which created the returning board, sent up by the supervisors of 
election to the returning board; and the board were to ascertain the 
results of the election from the returns of the commissioners. These 
returns were sent up, and also a tabulated statement sent up by the 
supervisors of election, which tabulated statement had rejected some 
3,500 democratic votes. 

Now, what was the first act of frand of this returning board? Per- 
haps it was not the first act of fraud, but I will state it as one of the 
acts of fraud. Instead of ascertaining the result of the election from 
the returns of the commissioners of elections, as required by the very 
statute that created the board itself, they took the tabulated state- 
ments of the supervisors of election which had thrown out some 
3,500 democratic votes and took them as the basis on which to ob- 
tain the result of the election. That is clear evidence of the fraudu- 
lent intention of these parties. Why did they violate the statute 
that created them unless there was a purpose init? Why did they 
reject the returns of the commissioners of election and act upon the 
tabulated statements of the supervisors of election if they had no 
1 by% doing to act frandulently and unjustly? Bat it will 

remembered, as another evidence of the fraudulent purpose of 
the returning board and its fraudulent action, that the law which 
created the returning board required that it should be composed of 
five persons from the different political parties. There was a vacancy 
upon the returning board; there were but four members living at the 
time, and all these four members were republicans, The democrats 
called on these four republicans repeatedly, time and again, to fill that 
board, to place some democrat in it; and yet the returning board, 
anxious to protect itself against scrutiny on the part of any demo- 
erat and that it uright the more easily perpetrate its frauds, rejected 
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it, refused to fill the board, so that they might in secret conclave, 
without any democratic eye upon them, perpetrate their nefarious 
purpose, count out the men who had been elected and substitute men 
who had been defeated at the polls. That fact alone, in the judgment 
of honest men everywhere, will stamp the action of the returning 
board with ineffable shame and fraud. And yet with a full knowledge 
of that act comes in this majority report of the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections and aims that the returning board acted not 
fraudulently but in faith! f 

Sir, I want not a majority of the committee to determine questions 
of fraud for me after such a conclusion. I confess that if I was 
trying a case where the issue was joined on the plea of frand I would 
not sclect gentlemen who come to such aconclusion as the most com- 
petent persons to sit upon the trial. It is a strange conclusion, 
and I repeat nothing but party exigencies can be found to justify, 
excuse, or palliate it. 

But let us look a little more at the frauds of the returning board. 
They pretended to hold open sessions, but they held, as the Senator 
from Indiana [Mr. MCDONALD] said yesterday, three different kinds 
of sessions, one open, it is true, where people could go in. But what 
was done then? Nothing. In an executive session of the board, it 


is true, certain other parties were present, and there the returns were 
opened. Then there was a secret session besides the midnight ses- 
sion. It was in that secret session where the manipulation of the 


returns was had. It was there the greatest frauds were trated. 
It was there they reached the strange result that thirteen men who 
had been defeated at the polls were elected. It was there that they 
issued their fraudulent certificates to these men and sent them up to 
vote for Kellogg. 

That is not the only badge of fraud. They pretended to adopt 
rules for the government of their action in the admission of evidence; 
and yet when the democratic counsel had prepared their evidence 
according to the rules which the returning board had adopted, at 
once to defeat the admission of that evidence they suddenly changed 
their rules so as to exclude the evidence thus prepared under the 
former rulings. Why was that? It bears the impress of fraud ms 
every lineament, and there is no step in the action of the returning 
board from beginning to end, from its inception in the statute that 
created it to its consummation in the declaration that the Hayes elect- 
ors were elected and that a republican ority were elected to the 
Legislature at the last election and that Packard was chosen gov- 
ernor—there is not a step from its ara ear from its birth until its 
55 7 — 3 act of infamy but what is stamped with inefface- 
able frand. 

If there was no fraud, how is it that they threw out some sixty 
election precincts throughout the State? I have here, certified by 
the clerk of the returning board, a list of the polls that were thrown 
out and the ag te of the votes which they threw out. Without 
counting them, I think it was somewhere in the neighborhood of 
sixty voting-places where the voters were disfranchised at one fell 
swoop by this returning board, and in throwing out these polls they 
threw out nearly 11,000 votes that were cast by the people and a 
large majority of which were democratic votes; for, strange to say, 
there is not l single voting-place in the whole State of Louisiana 
rejected by the returning board but what there was a democratic 
majority at. In this secret conclave, in this midnight chamber, they 
went to work to ascertain how they could manipulate the votes so as 
to elect a majority of republieans to the Legislature, and they found 
it necessary to throw out some sixty 9 I believe. I will 
not speak accurately as to the exact number, but I believe that at 
every ons of them that was thrown out there was a majority, and a 
la majority in many of them, of democratic votes. 

Why was this? It was because there was a fraudulent intent and 
purpose on the of the returning board to defeat the will of-the 

ple of Lonisiana and to hold them longer in subjection by return- 

ng a majority of men on the republican ticket as elected to the Legis- 
Are n the general result of their fraudulent action they threw 
out nearly 15,000 votes, when you add to their own act the fact that 
they made their estimate from the tabulated statements of the super- 
visors of elections, which had already thrown out some 3,500 votes, 

Go out to the country upon the statement that 15,000 of the voters 
of Louisiana were di chised by tho returning board; go to any 
community on the face of this free earth and tell them that in 
that act there was no fraud, when you supplement it by the further 
declaration that is sustained by the proof that some 12,000 of these 
were democratic votes and nearly 3,000 republican votes which it 
became necessary to throw out in order to w out the democratic 
polls, and the conclusion of every unbiased mind on the face of this 
earth would be that there was fraudulent action on the part of the 
returning board. 

And yet with this array of evidence, with these facts bearing upon 


themselves conclusive proof of the fraudulent purpose, design, and |- 


action of this returning board, this committee comes to the grave 
conclusion that there was no fraudulent action on the part of the 
returning board, but that it acted in good faith; and that conclusion, 
too, is reached when that committee refused to hear the evidence 
tendered by a contestant for a seat in this body. 
Now, Mr. President, I call your attention and the attention of the 
Scnate to the general aspects of this case. Ido not propose to go 


into. the merits of the case further thau to reply to the open declara- 
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tion of a majority of the committee that there was no fraud. Let us 
test that by the general appearance and aspect of this whole case. I 
repeat that the election in Louisiana was peaceable and fair, so far 
as the evidence taken by the committee shows, on the day of elec- 
tion. I supplement that with the further declaration that there was 
no interference on the part of any democrat with the registration of 
voters. { supplement that with tho further fact that all the regis- 
trars were republicans, the appointees I believe of Governor Kellogg 
himself; that the election officers were principally and almost entirely 
republicans, because they were appointed by the supervisors of regis- 
tration who were appointed by Mr. Kellogg. The election was con- 
dueted under republican auspices throughout the State, with per- 
haps a few exceptions where they could not secure men in the repub- 
lican ranks competent to hold an election. At an election held under 
sach auspices from beginning to end, the registration being in the 
hands of the republicans, the election i being conducted by 
republicans, that election resulted in the return of a majority for the 
democrats of from eight to ten thousand votes throughout that State. 
It resulted in the election of a considerable majority of democrats to 
the Lagialatare of the State. It resulted in the election of Francis T. 
Nicholls as governor of the State by some eight or ten thousand votes. 
And yet we see this returning board manipulating the returns of 
that election and giving certificates of election to the Legislature to 
thirteen men who were defeated at the polls and denying certificates 
to as many men who were actually elected at the polls, 

Then, Mr, President, these men thus armed with the mighty certifi- 
cate of Anderson, Wells and company assemble in New Orleans and 
undertake to organize a Legislature on the Ist of January. They 
meet at the Saint Louis Hotel, used as the capitol of the State. Mr. 
Kellogg, who had barricaded that house, surrounds it by a police 
force, calls in the aid of the Federal Army and has them stationed in 
the New Orleans Hotel adjoining, so that they might furnish tho 
moral protection of their presence in aid of the p which he con- 
templated. To that capitol no man could have access but by the 
permission of Mr. Kellogg. When democratic members of the senate 
and the clerk of the honse went to demand admission they were re- 
fused ; they must seek admission through Governor Kellogg. They 
went off and occupied a public hall in the city of New Orleans, Saint 
Patrick's Hall, and organized. Having credentials of their election 
by the people, they were not dependent u Anderson, Wells and 
company for certificates. They had the indorsement of the people 
of Louisiana. They organized; they continued in existence; they 
pursued “ the even tenor of their way ;” they disturbed not the men 
who remained sheltered in the Saint Louis Hotel, protected from their 
own fears by barricades. They did not even disturb the returning 
board nor its progeny in the Saint Lonis Hotel, but went on peace- 
fully, asserting their authority asthe Legislature of the Stato, assert- 
ing their rights, because they held the credentials of the spores of 
the State of Louisiana. The Kellogg legislature, so called, were 
shut up in a barricaded capitol aud surrounded by the city police as 
abody-guard. They staid sweltering in their halls afraid to leave 
the chambers they bad taken possession of, for fear the democratic 
members then in Saint Patrick’s Hall might conclude to move and 
take possession themselves, They need have had no such fear. The 
democratic members knew that they had the right to assemble in 
Saint Patrick's Hall. And thus these two Legislatures went on. Pack- 
ard’s legislature finally became extinct, and the only documentary 
evidence of its existence to-day is upon your table as the credentials 
of Kellogg. No trace of its existence remains upon the archives of 
the State. No law or resolution which it , to-day finds place 
in the statute-books of Louisiana. It was but an assemblage of men 
without authority hoping to invoke and obtain the military power 
through the intervention of President Grant for its support. 

Four years previonsly a Legislature not elected by the pene had 
been installed by Federal bayonets in the same building. hey hoped 
to secure the Federal intervention again in their behalf; but the peo- 
ple of the country in November had uttered thunder-tones against 
that policy of the late Administration which undertook to interfere 
by military power in the elections of the States. Even President 
Grant heard the mandate of tpa pen le inopposition to such a policy, 
and refused to recognize Packard. He issued his orders to Gen 
Augur to preserve but not to ize either body. 

have said that there is no 2 of the existence of the Packard 
legislature from which Governor Kellogg claims an election, save the 
credentials on your table, while on the other hand the Nicholls leg- 
islature from the very beginning began the enactment of laws and 
those laws are now published as the laws of the State, recognized by 
all the courts in that State, recognized by the Federal courts exer- 
cising jurisdiction in that State. While the one has ceased to live, 
has vanished into thin air, the other continues the proud representa- 
8 body of the de of 1 METE au 
t, says my frien m New Ham „it was a revolutionary 
ing. Where is the evidence of revolution? No bad, of 
revolution mark its progress; its record is unstained with blood ; not 


a single individual been molested by the Nicholls government. 
It left even Packard and the returning board unha Notwith- 
standing they had been guilty of such nt outrages and violations 


of the rights of the people of Louisiana, they did not express their 
indignation toward them. There is not a single mark of revolution- 
ary proceedingsin the history of the Nicholls government. It wasthe 
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ble assertion of the people of Louisiana and their chosen rep- 

resentatives of their right to govern themselves. I was in New Or- 
leans during the first month of its existence. I saw its entire pro- 
ceedings. It hindered no man, did no harm to any one, but peacefully 
went on and installed itself in power throughout the State until even 
the Packard legislature was compelled to acknowledge the legality of 
its existence and merged, those of them who had any right to a seat 
in the legislative body, in the Nicholls legislature. And that is called 
revolution! Mr. President, if that is revolution,it has brought 
and prosperity to Louisiana; it has been a boon and a blessing to the 
whole country. If that be revolution, may such revolution go on 
until oppression shall cease eben oie the world, the right of men to 
govern themselves be assured, and the thrones of tyrants and despots 
w HOWE. wn Presid h lof rth and good. 

r. 2. j ent, the of peace on earth an - 
will all around does not seem to have quite so free a course as I hoped 
it would have. The work of conciliation seems to halt in this Cham- 
ber, if nowhere else. In this volume of gush to which we have list- 
ened for days past, brotherly love constitutes but a very small part. 
For six years this country has resounded with every form of execra- 
tion upon a tribunal known to the laws of Louisiana and denominated 
the returning board of that State. I do not know of any epithet 
which our lengua soppiios that has not been hurled at that board. 
The Senator from Delaware who has just taken his seat or taken his 
leave—for I do not see him in his seat—has racked his ingenuity this 
morning in heaping denunciations upon that tribunal. Standing here 
in the Senate he has not only ventured to style it a nefarious board, 
bnt he has ventured to denounce a committee of which he is a mem- 
ber because that committee dared to say that they had found no proof 
of fraud in the action of that board. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I beg to correct the Senator. I did not de- 
nounce the members of that committee. I commented upon their 
action and upon their conclusion; but I entertain for the members 
of the committee high t. I would not be guilty of any impro- 
priety so as that attributed to me by the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin. He shall not put me in that false position. 

Mr. HOWE. I am glad the Senator from Delaware entertains for 
the committee high respect. I am well persuaded the committee 
deserves his respect. I thought he denounced the committee. He 
says he commented upon their conclusion. What hiscomments were 
will appear to the world to-morrow. If he objects to the term “ de- 
nunciation,” I withdraw it. If he prefers the term “comments,” I 
accept that. 

Now, Mr. President, admonished of the danger in which I stand, I 
think I shall not venture myself to deny that the returning board was 
guilty of frauds. I think Ishall not venture to assert that it was 
actuated by absolute good faith; for what good faith is, is a relative 
term after all. Men are likely to differ about it. But I had some 
oceasion to know something about the conduct of that board, and I 
have not yet discovered anything in the conduct of the returning 
board of Louisiana, as it bore upon the election of 1876, more wantin 
in the elements of good faith than I find in this amendment whic 
the Senator from Delaware has moved from his seat and laid on your 
table. That amendment asks the Senate to recommit the credentials 
now under consideration to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, to the end that that committee may take proof of certain mat- 
ters which he recites in his motion as appearing, in the language of 
the mover, “in the report of the minority of the committee, 

Now, I want to say, as matter of history, that the Senator who 
makes this motion was a member of a committee sent by this body 
to the State of Louisiana not a year ago to take testimony as to the 
frauds committed by the returning board, and he is a member of that 
committee which has had this subject in charge since the 7th day of 
March last, and, as a matter of history, I want the Senate to take 
notice, and the country—if it will notice more than one side of this 
matter—that the Senator from Delaware has in this motion, for the 
first time, I believe, intimated that proof could be found anywhere 
of fraud in the conduct of the returning board. While in Louisiana 
1 did not hear such an intimation; there was no proof adduced be- 
fore the committee of which he was a member, and no attempt to 
prove any such thing as fraud in the action of the Searing, ogy : 
and although this Committee on Privileges and Elections had 
this subject under its consideration from the 7th of March last until 
within a day or two when the report was made here, the published 
records of the proceedings of the committee show that there was no 
offer to submit any proof of fraud in the action of the returning board, 
or of Mr. Kelloggs eonnection with it, until the 22d day of November. 
After all the world was advertised that in order to hurry the Senate 
to postpone 


to a determination on the Butler case it was necessary 
case, then for the first time did any- 


the consideration of the Kell 
pees intimate that proof coul found anywhere of fraud. 
r. HILL. I state to the Senator again that this very item and 


each one of these written specifications were made in October before 
the committee, and long before any motion to discharge the commit- 
tee from the Butler case was thought of. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, made how before the committee ? 

Mr. HILL. Made by J 4 cores in writing. 

Mr. HOWE. As matters that he wanted to prove? 

Mr. HILL. As points upon which he wanted to take testimony. 

Mr. HOWE. IL take issue with the Senator from Georgia on his 
statement, and I appeal to the record. 


Mr. HILL. Well, goto the record. 

Mr. HOWE. If it can be found in the record, I am wrong; if it 
cannot be found there, I say, he is wrong. 

Mr. HILL. When Judge Spofford at his last interview with the 
committee called attention to these five points, he quoted them, every 
one, from the record. 

Mr. HOWE. Yes, sir; he probably did quote them, every one, 
from the record. I will show him how they appear in the record. 
I am extremely happy to show the Senator from a and to show 
the Senate how each one of these matters appears in that record 
which he has helped make and not I. Being somewhat unfamiliar 
with this record it may embarrass me to turn readily to the 

The first three of the propositions, in support of which it is now 
asked that proof may be taken, a in the record as submitted to 
the committee by Mr. Spofford on the 26th of October, not as propo- 
sitions which he demanded the privilege of proving, but as propo- 
sitions which he then said he ought not to be required to prove. I 
read his language: 

88 evidence beyond his credentials and the historical facts of 
which the will take judicial notice is uired or should be demanded, 
Henry M. Spofford, in obedience to the orders and resolutions of the committee, 
respectfully proposes to prove: 

Certain things, among them the first three contained in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware, but not a hint of the other two. 
The accuracy of this statement, I take it, will not be questioned; but 
the other two were quoted from the lan and perhaps the writ- 
ten lan, of Mr. Spofford, but it is found in an argument of Mr. 
Spofford, submitted to the committee, in the course of which he did 
not ask to prove these two propositions, but arguing his case made 
these statements as matters of fact which had been proved and upon 
which he was summing up to the committee. So, Lrepeat again, and 
am borne out by the record, that until the 22d of November neither 
Mr. 8 nor any other man representing him—not the Senator 
from Delaware—asked that proof might be taken of either of these 
popoean, certainly not of the two last. 

„HILL. Now, the Senator has made a distinct statement, with 
which I join issue, and I appeal to the record which he has in his 
hand. I say that the language of the fourth item and the other 
in totidem verbis, in exact words, without the crossing of a tor the 
dotting of an i, was presented to the committee long before the 22d 
— November as the specific grounds upon which the testimony was 


ed. 

Mr. HOWE. Where? 

Mr. HILL. Look on page 74. And that the Senator may perfectly 
understand that I will state that these ies were first called before 
the committee on the 25th and 26th of October, when they made gen- 
eral speeches upon the nature of the case and the points on which 
they wanted evidence. Then, forthe pu of making it more spe- 
cific, they made rejoinders and surrejoinders at a later date. Then 
a subcommittee was appointed to make them make it still more spe- 
cific ; and you will that commenced on the 13th of November, 
when Mr. Kellogg made his statement; and then, on November 16, Mr. 
Spofford made his reply to that statement of Mr. Kel made on the 
13th of November, In that reply, on page 74, beginning at the bot- 
tom of the page, is the very of the fourth charge quoted in 
the amendment of the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. HOWE. I found it in that precise spot myself. 

Mr. HILL. But that was not on the 22d of November. 

Mr. HOWE. I see it is not the 22d of November; I say it is the 
26th of October. I may not be right about it, but I say that both 
noe statements appear in the argument of Mr. Spofford, as I under- 
stand it. 

Mr. HILL. That is given to the subcommittee, or rather from the 
subcommittee to the general committee, as a statement of the specific 
points upon which, in answer to a resolution of the committee, they 
wanted evidence. Now, in respons to a resolution of the committee 
asking that they state specifically the points upon which they wanted 
evidence, Mr. Spofford said : f 

Besides these specific violations of the constitution and of the law under which 
they pretended to act, I Fogel krasa the conduct of the returning officers in sup- 
polls the result of the constitutional returns was clandes- 
and ; that the real work of conducting an eleo- 


votes was proceeded with in a secret chamber, 
5 on and giving precisely the of the fourth specifi- 
cation in answer to a resolution of the committee, as one of the points 
on which he wanted evidence. Very well. After this, the subeom- 
mittee made a hse By Mr. S rd came before the committee 
on the 22d of November, and the attention of the committee 
to those points that he had previously stated upon which he still 
wanted evidence. After all the agreement had been made, after the 
margin of testimony had been narrowed as much as possible, he calls 
the attention of the commi not to a new point, but to a point 
previously made, long before the motion was made in the Butler 
ease, which he had made in writing for the purpose of asking them 
to authorize him to produce testimony. Now, therefore, the state- 
ment that he first demanded testimony upon this charge on the 22d 
of November is not true in a single particular. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I had seen the langu. to which I 
have referred in the amendment, in this record, seen it just where the 
Senator from ia points it out. If Iam mistaken at all, I am 
mistaken as to the office of that paper. I understood that paper to 
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be an argument submitted by Mr. Spofford upon his case as it ap- 
peared, as it had been proved, and not as a proposition or a request 
on his 1275 to adduce proofs. 

Mr. HILL. It is in response to a direct resolution to know the 
points on which the parties required evidence. 

Mr. HOWE. I am not going to leave this point until the Senator 
understands me and until I understand the Senator; but I would a 

t deal rather speak by myself when speaking at all, and let the 
spy is speak by himself when he undertakes to speak. I was try- 
ing to state what I understood to be the office of this paper. It com- 
mences with these words: 

GENTLEMEN ; I have just received what is styled on its face tha! Statement of 
William Pitt bag 7 he aching the admissions sought by the subcommittee in the 
contest between Mr. Kellogg and myself. 

I inferred from that that the subcommittee were trying to find out 
what these two litigants were agreed to as matters of fact in their 
contest; that Mr. Kellogg had stated what he understood to be 
a to, and that in this statement Mr. Spofford was stating what 
he understood to be to. I find no repetition in this paper 
of any one of the matters which he 8 said he could prove 
in the first statement that he submitted to the committee, but he 
goes on to state what he understands to be substantially agreed to, 
and in the course of that paper he says, not that he can prove, or 
that he wants to prove—I find nothing which amounts to that—but 
he says he charges so and so in the language which is copied into the 
amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. Would it disturb the Senator from Wisconsin if I 
make a statement at that point? 

Mr. HOWE. It might disturb me, but I venture to hear the state- 
ment anyway. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish simply to point out to the Senator before he 
leaves tkat point that all the acts, things done, proceedings, of that 
returning board are brought in issue, and the testimony taken b 
these four committees both parties agree shall be received, considered, 
and applied to the question of what was done, Rita Pre and fact. 
This sentence which the honorable Senator from Delaware and the 
honorable Senator from Georgia keep repeating over and over and 
over again, after it has been explained a dozen times, is simply this: 
“T charge that those things in to which the committee had 
admitted full proof and the consent of the parties, and all the 
proof that either 8 desired, were arbitrary, tyrannical, clandes- 
tine, secret, illegal.” In other words, there is nothing whatever in 
that sentence which the Senator from Georgia is calling the honorable 
Senator's attention to except that in addition to proving everything 
which was done and all the facts, which he has been permi todo 
to his heart’s content, he says, “I want also to prove that it was 
arbitrary and clandestine an memar In other words, he wants 
to add a parcel of adjectives. Now, whether these things were arbi- 
trary, or clandestine, or tyrannical, or illegal is a question resulting 
from the facts; and who ever heard in this world of a court treating 
that as an offer of proof or of any lawyer that was fit fora five-dollar 
case in a police court making it an offer of proof? 

Mr, HOWE. After all, I judge that the Senator from Massachu- 
setts understood this as I did, not as an offer to prove something or 
as a claim of right to prove something. I do not understand it to be 
the claim of a right to prove adjectives or adverbs even, but as the 
claim of a right to use adjectives and adverbs in consequence of the 
proofs which have already been submitted in the case. If I under- 
stand the force of the English language, that is what it means and 
that is all it means. 

Mr. President, I do insist that either the returning board did act 
corruptly and fraudulently or it did not. If it did not act frandu- 
lently, there ought no such pretense to come into this Chamber; and 
if it did act fraudulently, the Senator from Delaware has had abun- 
dant opportunity to make it appear, if the proof was to be found any- 
where between here and the Gulf of Mexico, long before this lame 
= halting offer was made to the committee on the 22d of November 

ast. 

Now, sir, a few words, and they shall be very brief, about the con- 
duct of the returning board. So much rhetoric and declamation has 
been poured out upon their heads, we have heard so much about their 
secret sessions, their midnight conclaves, their side-door entrances 
and private consultations, that an unthinking person listening to all 
this might be led to infer that there was but one proper place in the 
world for hatching conspiracies, and that was the very place where 
the returning bond of Louisiana held its sessions. Let me make two 
or three very simple statements, which will not be controverted, J 
think, by any one. 

There was no possibility, no more legal possibility, for that return- 
ing board to 8 a frand at any time While it was considerin 
the returns of the election of 1876 than there is for the Supreme 
Court of the United States to perpetrate a fraud when it gives judg- 
ment in a cause which has been argued. The facts about that elec- 
tion were laid before the board just as causes are laid before this court 
in open session, and chosen ministers of each party knew every one 
of those facts, knew every vote which had been given or which any 
body alleged to have been given for every candidate—all that was laid 
before the returning board, and by the returning board laid before 
the world I suppose it is true that, having admitted all the world to 
bear what the Louisiana case was, when they came to consider what 
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they onght to do with it, when they came to tabulate the returns sent 
up to them from nearly sixty shes, to make huge columns of fig- 
ures and to employ not themselves so much as a corps of clerks, they 
did exclude the world; but when they excluded the world from that 
clerical labor, they could not by =, possibility blind the world or 
any man in the world to what they did there; for every man knowing 
just what those figures were as well as they did, they had but two 
things to do: one was, to add them up, and the other was to exclude 
from the count so many as they thought fit to exclude or dared exclude, 
knowing perfectly well that every vote they did exelude would be 
known to everybody. There was no opportunity for fraud. They 
could have added them up incorrectly, but everybody would have 
been able to make the correction; nobody could be blinded, nobody 
could be deceived. Tier could haye excluded one-half the votes from 
that count, but everybody would have known every vote that was ex- 
cluded, They knew there was no possibility of blinding anybody as to 
what they did. They had to act upon reasons or upon bad reasons, 
one of the two. What becomes of all this talk, then, about midnight 
meetings, secret conclaves, side-door entrances? I have entered the 
consultation room of the ju of the Supreme Court by a side-door 
too, and I will make affidavit of it if any man doubts it. I should be 
a little surprised to hear any one in this Senate Chamber or outside 
of this Senate Chamber impute frand or bad faith to the members of 
that court because I had done so or because others had done so. 

We have been told here, elsewhere, everywhere we have been told 
that this board arbitrarily, nefariously, if I may use that word 
again—I borrow it—excluded from count seven or eight thousand 
democratic votes. The popular form of expression has been that they 
disfranchised seven or eight thousand democratic votes. That hasa 
startling sound to it; it is sensational. It is apt to awaken some 
emotions and make honest men feel a little d ble. So it would 
if I said a citizen of Massachusetts broke the neck of another citizen 
the other day. It would be a little dramatic, startling; but if it 
were explained that that citizen who broke the neck of another did it 
in pursuance of the judgment of a court in which the victim had been 
convicted of an offense which required his neck to be broken on the 
scaffold, then it would be more plausible; not proper, even in that 
case, because I do not like that way of putting an end to men, but 
certainly it is less tragical, less dramatic. 

Mr. President, every democrat who was disfranchised in Louisi- 
ana—lI use the term because Senators prefer that term—was disfran- 
chised by the judgment of a tribunal e ed by the law of Louisiana 
to do that thing if the facts in the case warranted the doing of it, 
and that tribunal disfranchised those democrats because upon the 
evidence submitted to it the tribunal held that not seven thousand 
republicans but twenty thousand republ icans had been disfranchised 
by the very seven thousand democrats disfranchised at the same 
time. Every democrat who was disfranchised, I repeat, was disfran- 
chised under the judgment of a lawful tribunal, openly, upon testi- 
mony, the judgment published to the world, was disfranchised because 
of crimes of which he, or the community, the parish, or the pre- 
cinct in which he lived, had been adjudged guilty. 

Mr. GORDON, Mr. President, will the Senator 

Mr. HOWE. Inone moment. Every republican who was disfran- 
chised was disfranchised not in pursuance of law but in defiance of 
law; disfranchised not because of any crime he had committed, but 
disfranchised by crimo and by criminals. Now I will hear the Sena- 
tor from Georgia. 

Mr. GORDON. Iwanted to ask the Senator, with his permission, 
whether this authority conferred upon the tribunal to which he has 
referred was not conferred by statute instead of by constitutional 
provision; and whether that statute was not in violation of the 
ninety-fourth article of the constitution of that State, that article 
declaring that judicial powers should only be conferred upon the 
courts named in the article, and the article expressly inhibiting 
the exercise of jndicial powers by any other tribunal? 

Mr. HOWE, Mr. President, the tribunal existed by statute, by 
statute passed after the constitution was adopted, it is claimed in 
pursuance of that constitution. I am so poor a lawyer, that I hesi- 
tate to give an opinion upon a question of constitutional law. I 
have examined, however, not carelessly, the very question put by the 
Senator from Georgia. My judgment is that if the people of Louisi- 
ana could in making a constitution make one which authorized such 
an act to be passed, they did it in that very constitution; but whether 
they authorized it or not, ever since they had the constitution they 
have had the law. Republicans have used the law, and democrats 
have used the law; and there is no judicial tribunal in Louisiana 
which does not affirm the validity of the law. Sanetioned, therefore, 
sustained, by the opinon of the supreme court of Louisiana, and sus- 

ce of all parties in Louisiana, ever since that con- 
stitution existed, I will venture to answer the question put by the 
Senator from Georgia, that in my opinion the law is constitutional, 
valid, and not invalid. 

I guess I will withdraw that answer and concede, for the 8 
of this argument, that the law was unconstitutional and invalid. 
Will the Senator from Delaware, will any other Senator on this floor, 
venture to advertise any man, White or black, as guilty of nefarious 
frauds because simply he uses a power conferred upon him by a stat- 
ute, thongh the statute be in fact unconstitutional, but after that 
statute has been recognized from the foundations of the Govern- 


772 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


NOVEMBER 30, 


ment? Oh,no; I know the Senator from Delaware will issue nosuch 
advertisement as that upon any such case as that. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Let me ask the Senator when the statute cre- 
ating the returning board was passed ? 

Mr. HOWE. The first statute? 

Mr.SAULSBURY. The statute creating the returning board under 
which these men acted. 

Mr. HOWE. I think it was in 1870. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Was that from the foundation of the govern- 
ment of Louisiana? 

Mr. HOWE. No, it was two years later than the foundation. I 
stand corrected. Two years had elapsed, I believe, before they got 
that statute on the boo! Bat you see I am so young and so ardent 
that if I do exaggerate a little now and then I know my deliberative 
friend from Delaware will not think the worse of me for it. 

It wonld take more time than the Senate can „more e es 
than I have, to go into the testimony we have on the question whether 
the returning board did or did not judge correctly; but, as I said, I 
have had some opportunities for forming an opinion, and have formed 
one. The Senator from Delaware has had the same opportunities, 
and although I am not at all surprised to find that he has formed an 
opinion also, I declare I am surprised to hear that he formed the 
peculiar opinion which he has avowed on the floor of the Senate. 

he board did disfranchise certain voters. A committee of which I 
was a member took a great deal of testimony touching the propriety 
of the votes excluded from count in five parishes of that State, the 
perea of Ouachita, Morehouse, East. Baton Rouge, and East and 

est Feliciana, ' 

Mr, SAULSBURY. We did not take in our subcommittee any tes- 
timony on East Baton Rouge. ; 

Mr. HOWE, I said the committee of which he and I were mem- 
bers. I was literally correct, and so is the Senator. He reminds me 
that before the testimony was taken touching the election in East 
Baton Ronge the committee was subdivided, and the testimony from 
that parish, as well as from West Feliciana I believe, was taken by a 
subdivision of the committee, of which neither he nor myself was a 
member. There in those five parishes the returning board worked 
its heaviest slaughter of the innocents. Five thousand of the whole 
number of democratic yotes rejected in the whole State were rejected 
from those five parishes. Five hundred and sixty-seven republican 
votes were rejected and 5,554 democratie votes. Could that have 
been reasonable? Must that not have been ede unjust? Sena- 
tors may ask, After those 5,000 votes were rejected, still the demo- 
cratic party fared, not better upon the returns, but as well, lacking 
about a thousand votes, as it fared in 1874, when no votes were ex- 
cluded whatever. Not to ers the Senate with any attempt, the 
most feeble and impotent, to defend every finding and every conclu- 
sion of the returning board, I want to quote from the report sub- 
mitted to the Senate in February last one brief clause showing un- 
mistakably, I think showing absolutely, what the net result was, 
and showing I think by the clearest inference that this whole pre- 
tense of fraud or of injustice even urged against the returning board 
has no foundation in fact. The committee to which I havo referred 
was stop in its investigation before its work was concluded, not 
voluntarily, but stopped for the want of supplies, which has often 
impeded and broken up great enterprises before in the history of the 
world. So long as we prosecuted that effort, I think no member of 
the committee will deny that at least an equal opportunity was given 
to the democratic party to lay its case before it. 

The State of Louisiana is divided into fifty-seven parishes, Intimi- 
dation and violence, with the proofs of which these volumes smoke, 
were © against seventeen pari Against forty parishes no 
such charge was preferred, In those forty parishes, says the report, 
the registration of colored voters numbered 87,999; the white regis- 
tration numbered 72,034, being a minority of nearly 16,000. Those 
forty parishes returned 65,747 republican votes and 59,392 democratic 
votes. So in that large part of the State where intimidation is not 
charged to have been practiced a majority of colored voters ogis 
tered of 15,965 yielded a republican majority of 6,353 votes. When 
they had gone over that large portion of the State where violence 
and murder were not all to have been let loose on the people, 
there the republican ticket was 6,000 votes ahead. It is not pre- 
tended that the same ents, the same suasion, the same kind of 

shes were not employed in the forty parishes that were employed 
in the other seventeen, but the results in the seventeen parishes were 
very different. In the seventeen 8 said to have been terror- 
i the colored registration was 27,269, the white registration was 
20,320, giving a majority of colored voters in the seventeen parishes 
of 6,949, nearly one-half as as the colored majority in all the 
rest of the State. It would seem, if a colored majority of registered 
voters of 15,000 yields a republican majority of 6,000 votes, a colored 
majority of registered voters of 7,000 ought to yield some majority of 
ublican votes. But instead of that, in the seventeen parishes 
where bulldozing did walk abroad by day and rode by night, where 
there was a paip ièra of colored voters of nearly 7,000, the vote al- 
lowed to be cast and found in the ballot-boxes footed up only 10,970 
republican and 21,123 democratic, the democratic vote ex ing the 
whole white vote registered, the republican vote being but a little 
more than one-third of the colored vote registered. 
This is not conclusive. We have been told before and shall be 


told again that there was no law in Louisiana requiring ‘colored 
men to vote the sy pr re ticket. Certainlynot. They might have 


been induced for the first time last fall to leave the republican camp 
and hurry over to the democratic camp, and they were induced to do 
it. The great question which the returning board tried and which 
you must try, if you ever mean to know the truth of that election, is 
what induced them to leave for the first time during the year 1876 ? 
If you say speeches, I say speeches were 5 elsewhere. If you 
say persuasion, I say persuasion was employed allover the State. If 
you say barbecues, I say barbecues were employed in other parishes 
Just as much as in these. But when I say bulldozing and cruelty of 
more forms than I ever had heard of until I heard this testimony, you 
have no answer to make to that. That was an agency not employed 
in other perishes, and that seems to have been the only effective 
agency which could be employed to drag a colored republican from 
the under which he had always voted to that which had always 
been without his favor. 

Mr. President, I did not mean to take so much of the time of the 
Senate as I havo. I have heard these denunciations poured out so 
long and with so much yehemence, they constitute so a part of 
our political literature, that I felt it due to the laws of Louisiana, to 
the tribunals of that State, and to truth, to which I mean to be loyal 
even if I exhaust the patience of the Senate in my loyalty to truth, 
to give the Senate to understand that there was another side to that 
story; that fraud was the least of the agencies employed in determin- 
ing the result of the last election; that where one single badge of 
eee can be pointed to we can point you to scores of the foulest 
murders. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I simply want to get the facts set right, 
and those I intend to have set right. 

Mr. HOWE. Iam with my friend in that enterprise. 

Mr. HILL. Then listen. 

Mr. HOWE. Consider me a partner, will you? 

Mr. HILL. The Senator from Wisconsin undertook to say that 
there was no specific demand for proof of these charges made by 
Ju Spofford until the 22d of November after the motion had been 

e by the Senator from Ohio to discharge the committee in another 
case, I stated distinctly that I joined issue with the Senator and 
that that was not true. Now;sir, to the 8 0 and we will see who 
is right. He says that while he admits that these charges made by 
Judge Spofford were made previously to the 22d of November, they 
were e as argument and not for the purpose of proof. Isay they 
were made for the purpose of proof, and that it is so stated distinctly. 
The first meeting held by the committee was on the 19th of October, 
in which it was— 

Resolved, That the chairman be reqnested to notify William Pitt Kellogg and 

M. to appear before the committee, if they see fit, and state to the 
committee whether they desire to lay any and what evidence before the commit- 
tee, and to be further heard in to their title to the seat by thom claimed. 


The very first resolution, therefore, was to get from these parties 
the points upon which they desired to take evidence, The commit- 
tee accordingly met again on the 22d of October. 

The resolution I have read was adopted at the first HORNE It 
was at that meeting that we on our part insisted that no evidence 
should be taken, bnt that the historical settlement of these contro- 
versies in Louisiana ought to be accepted. The committee overruled 
that and a resolution, at the instance of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that it was necessary to go into the inquiry. That 
will be found on age 2. In response to that resolution 

i 


Mr. HOWE, ll the Senator be good enongh to state what in- 
quiry they were going into? 

; Mr. HILL. The resolution adopted by the committee reads as fol. 
ows: : 

Resolved, That the be heard to-morrow morning, by themselyes or their 
ee at their on, and that Sne party bo permitted to refer to the docu- 
ments described by Mr. in his written communication to the 3 
tho question whether any and what, be admissible being reserved un 
after such hearing. 


The whole question was then laid before them as to all points; let 
the contestants state freely any and all points on which they desire 
to take evidence. 

On the 23d of October, in response to that resolution, Judge Shella- 
5 5 as the counsel for Mr. Kellogg, was heard. On the 24th of Octo- 
ber Mr. Spofford was heard in mse to that resolution on the sub- 
ject of evidence. Then on the 26th of October, which the Senator 
will find on page 60, Mr. Kellogg submitted a written statement, and 
I will read it for the edification of the Senator from Wisconsin: 


Senators: In Ito the t on file this morning by H. M. Spofford, 
claiming a seat in Senate, I wish to make the following statement: 

The hour allowed to me by the committee for the purpose of a reply is 
not sufficient to enable me to enter upon a detailed answer to the six propositions 
contained in the statement of Judge fford. I shall therefore, at time, not 
enter upon any detailed reply, but for the present only state to the committee 
that I ly cally the mai 


averments of the —_ paper, 


specifi terial 
‘and I ask, i the event that the 5 — shall decide to take testimon 


to who were — elected enters te the Legislature of t such in- 


ves be made thorough, in obedience to the designs of the election 
laws of Louisizna; that it shall decide who were elected upon and after excludin, 
from the election returns 
should be exclu 
bye lection 

g e 
the evidence and the law in the case. 


such polls as the election laws of desi, 


1877. 
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There is a distinet point made by Governor Kellogg in writing 
demanding that evidence be taken and that it be thorough upon the 
six specifications previously filed by Judge Spofford, some of which 
are in totidem verbis among these five now before us, the very exact 
language. Then to that paper filed by Governor Kellogg, insisting 
that evidence be taken, Judge Spofford filed a reply the same day, 
October 26. He says: 

The of the statements of Governor Kel as to what he desires to 
rove roars itimpossible for me to what I desire to adduce in re- 
uttal. A suit upon such pleadings could have no ond, and I assume that it is 

tho desire of Governor Kellogg and of the committee, as it certainly is mine, that 
this matter should be determined speedily, certainly within a few weeks. 

Here at this stage of the case, on the 26th of October, Governor 
Kellogg was demanding a thorough investigation, and Judge Spof- 
ford was willing to go into the investigation, but desiring to a 
upon as much as possible to make it as short as ible. He then 

on to make some additional specifications. That, I say, was on 

he 26th of October. Then, if the Senator will turn to page 61, he 
will find that, the committee having adjourned afterward in conse- 
uence of the death of its chairman, the committee reassembled on 
the 7th of November, and on that day the chairman laid before the 
committee a note from Judge Spofford, dated October 30, in which 


he says: 
WASHINGTON, October 30, 1877. 
of United States Senate: 
GENTLEMEN: I considered the ications made by we in answer to your 
uest for a statement with regard to proofs in my contest with Mr. Kellogg as 
only supplemental to the proffer I made to prove all such matters of fact as might 
bo thought to require proof stated in my argument before the committee on the 
In ing upon the topics and limits of the investigation by testimony to be 
Nee ppan L committee not to overlook the 1 1 2 in 
that Sonem which is now, I sup $ in print. 
F sii y HENRY M. SPOFFORD. 
Then you see both these [gentlemen insisted that all tbeir state- 
ments before the committee were for the purpose of getting at the 
pointin issne, for the purpose of taking tbe evidence. Evidence 
everywhere is alluded to, nothing but what they desired to prove, 
commencing at the very beginning. On the 12th of November, the 
committee having adjourned from the 7th to the 12th, the committee 
met ponnani to adjournment ; and, for the purpose of bringing these 
parties to an issue, this resolution was passed : 


the facts involv: 


Nothing but evidence was heard of up to this time. That sub- 
committee was appointed, and they took until the 19th to act; but in 
the mean time, November 13, after that subcommittee was appointed, 
Governor Kellegg makes a written statement to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections and opens it by saying that he makes the 
statement under and in pursuance of the resolution which I have just 
read, passed on the 12th of November. He goes on then and states 
what he will agree to and what he will not agree to. He makes a 
very vague statement. On the 16th of November, Judge Spofford 
having been furnished with that statement made and signed by Goy- 
ernor Kellogg, rejoins as to what he wants to prove, and says: 

To the honorable the subcommittee of the 
Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections: 


GENTLEMEN: I have just received what is styled on its face the "Statement of 
William Pitt Kellogg, poaching ee admissions sought by the subcommittee in the 
contest between Mr. Kellogg an 

1. Ppl measan bi matter ani questions of law are so interwoven with this so- 
called statement as measurably to thwart the evident purpose of the committoo to 


the facts. 8 

2. In spite of these difficulties, I am so anxious to abridge the labors of the com- 
mittee and the timo that will be consumed in investigation, that I shall attempt a 
rejoinder to this “ statement," both as to matters of fact and matters of law. 


This shows that that statement was made for the express purpose 
of fixing the points upon which proof was to be taken. There was 
no argument about it, as the gentleman says there is, but in that 
statement, made in that way and for that purpose, this charge was 
made in the face of Governor Kellogg, while he was present, that in 
this clandestine way, in the secret sessions of the returning board, he 
aided in naig these false returns, and the e was made in toti- 
dem verbis as it is now before this body. The gentleman will find it 
in the very statement from which I read, beginning at the bottom of 
page 74 and on page 75. In these statements that are now being 
considered Governor Kellogg proposa that the testimony taken by 
the Howe committee and the Sherman committee should be received 
in evidence. Judge Spofford in reply says that that would be un- 
just; that none of that testimony is legal; but for the purpose of 
dispatch and to save expense and delay he will agree that the Howe 
report and the Sherman report from the Senate shall be considered in 
evidence for what they are worth, if a like agreement is made in 
regard to the Morrison report and the Field report from the House. 

The committee got the parties to agree that those reports should 
be considered to that extent. Then, when the committee met again 
to consider that apa this agreement having been made, the 
question arose, is there anything now in the pleadings made up by 


these parties previously ; not new points, but in the pleadings made 
up previously as I have read them, not covered by these reports that 
are upon and not covered by the admissions of the parties? 
Then it is that Judge Spofford comes before the committee, and in 
the presence of Goyernor Kellogg and his counsel, on page 84, re-enu- 
merates five points which he says have not been admit by Governor 
Kellogg, and which are not covered by any of these reports which are 
5 upon, either of the Senate or House, 5 ose five points 
he now di testimony. That was on the of November. Tho 
gentleman says that is the first time testimony was demanded on those 
points, when every one of those points had been made and stated in 
totidem verbis in the previous statements of these parties for the pur- 
12 of taking testimony, and for no other purpose in the world. As 

said, this committee never did an act, never a resolution 
which was not for the purpose of bringing the parties to an issue on 
as a points as 8 80 as to have as little expense and delay as 
possible, 


I will say that the committee acted vigilantly, and I will say that 
the parties acted vigilantly, in my judgment, as the evidence in the 
record will show. Every member of the committee, republican or 
democrat, and both the contestants, I now bear witness, seemed de- 
sirous of reducing this issue to as narrow a space as possible, to make 
as many admissions as possible, to avoid as much delay and expense 
as possible; and the issue is brought down to these five points which 
were previously stated long before the motion of the Senator from 
Ohio was h of. It was for the reason that these points had been 
stated, and for the reason that they were not admitted by Governor 
Kellogg and not covered by the evidence, that we demand to take 
the testimony. It is true that some of the testimony we desire to 
take we are discovering every day in point-blank proof, which is not 
covered by any of those 1 either of the House or Senate, which 
it was agreed should be admitted. We say that some of this testi- 
mony fot to Judge Spofford before, and that was the reason why he 
made pleadings as he did, for the purpose of laying the founda- 
tion to introduce this testimony. To show the Senate and the coun- 
try conclusively that the object is not unnecessary delay, we not 
only had testimony before the committee met which authorized 
Judge Spofford to make these pleadings and to demand that proof 
be received under them, but we are receiving that proof constantly, 
I state here that I read three letters yest >d showing that testi- 
mony can be develo’ upon this subject, and I take the liberty of 
now reading to the a telegram received from New Orleans this 


morning 
me HOWE, On the point at issue between the Senator and my- 
se 


ment that it was for the purpose of evidence. You say he stated it 
only as argument, whilo he complained that 8 was too argu- 
mentative. I will read this telegram, which is as follows: 
N RLEANS, November 29, 1877. 
To Hon. E. Jonx ELLIS, ETS * 
Member of Congress: 

T Kellogg's office to show that he nsed influ- 

HENRY L. SMITH. 


Mr. Smith is now in that office; he has access to those records ; and 
this is the first time we have had this information. It is directed by 


this gentleman, who is now in that office and has access to those 
Lem to Mr. ELLIS, who is a member of Congress from the State of 
nisiana. 


Mr. HARRIS. The immediate Representative of that district. 

Mr. HILL. The immediate Representative of that district. Istate 
these facts to show that while this charge has been long known, while 
it was made when the committee first met, while it has been before 
the committee all the time, and while it was in what lawyers call the 
plesAings, made up to lay the foundation for the evidence, the evi- 

nce itself in various forms is coming to us constantly. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, if a question of fact could be settled 
by argument, the Senator from Georgia would have tly the ad- 
vantage of me; he could not only prove the proposition he submit- 
ted just now, but he could prove almost anything. Any one who has 
witnessed his reasonin powers will see the force of that. I have 
listened not only to all his proofs, but to all his arguments. Perhaps 
it is because I do not choose to be convinced; but the fact is, I am 
not convinced, from either the argument or the proof, that Mr. Spof- 
ford made any demand or request of the committee whatever before 
the 22d of November to prove these two last propositions. But not to 
restate the arguments on my side, I simply submit these two difficult- 
ies I have in getting to the conclusion to which the Senator from 
Geo come. The first is, that when in answer to a specific call 


rgia has 

for the points which he wished to put in proof Mr. Spofford submitted 
six points, and these two were not among the number, When replyin 

to Mr. Kellogg’s argument as to what had or had not been Bde 
upon by them, he then introduces two charges, which are the two 
last propositions in the amendment. I did not understand those to 
be a request to take testimony, both because of the connection in 
which I found them, and because of the subject-matter. Mr. Spof- 
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ford comes here with a reputation, a high reputation, as a lawyer; 
and I do not think that he as a lawyer would venture to tell a delib- 
erative committee of this body that he wanted to take proof of the 
several matters referred to in those two clauses; and I do not think 
the Senator from Georgia does quite justice to the professional stand- 


ing of that gentleman when he insists that such was his purpose. 
r. PA ON. Mr. President, I have already announced my 
intention of voting to seat M. C. Butler as Senator from South Caro- 


lina. I willas cheerfully vote to seat William Pitt Kellogg as Sena- 
tor from Louisiana. I have resisted by my vote every motion to give 
the case of Mr. Kellogg precedence over that of Mr. Butler. I do this 
because by a vote of the Senate the case of Mr. Butler was brought 
forward for the direct consideration of the Senate, and I claim t 
he was entitled to have his case finally settled. Had the motion in 
behalf of Mr. soles been brought before the Senate first I should 
have voted as steadily to have prevented any delay or interference in 
his case as I have in that of Mr. Butler. I hold that the cases are 
alike upon their merits; similar circumstances surround the elections 
in both, and the same law governs in each case. 

In maintaining the title of Mr. Butler to a seat in this body 1 
but recognize the logic of political events. Those events were 
not the result of any act of mine: they were moulded by the hand 
of another. It is unnecessary for me to review in detail the couses 
that led to the assumed arp Fe of the democratic party in South 
Carolina at the last general election. It was in my 5 the 
triumph of might over right. It was not won by any of the just 
and lawful methods known to an elective system of government. To 
achieve it, a free ballot was crushed in the iron grasp of armed 
force. This was my judgment in February and March last, based 
upon the testimony set forth in the memorial to Congress, signed by 
the republican State officers and senators and representatives in the 
General Assembly. That memorial was laid before the President im- 
mediately after hisinauguration. Governor Chamberlain filed at the 
executive department an elaborate ment insupport of the legal 

ropositions that it contained, and voluminous testimony to sustain 
its allegations as to matters of fact. When it became known that 
the President contemplated the removal of the troops from the State- 
house, a thrill of horror went through the hearts of the republicans 
of Sonth Carolina, and they crowded the National Capital to make 
solemn protests and earnest appeals against an act which they were 
bound to hold as the foulest treachery and the most undeserved and 
untimely wrong of which the history of political parties furnishes 
any record. Rude and ignorant and unlettered as the t mass of 
Sonth Carolina republicans may be, they were yet loyal and trae to 
the great principles of the republican party, and in war and in peace 
they had gathered around the flag of this Union with all the devo- 
tion with which the devout Christian clings to the cross of his Re- 
deemer. As republicans they had never betrayed their trust, and 
they did not expect to be themselves betrayed. Through eight long 
years they had been hunted for their opinion’s sake, but they hel 
their faith unchanged, and asserted it by their ballots with inflexible 
fidelity to their pariy; 

They know eno to love their Government and trust its defend- 
ers. In the face of violence, over the dead bodies of their murdered 
brethren, they went to the polls and gave a clear ority for the 
national republican candidate, and having done so they expected 
jastice and protection. Inspite of their remonstrances, the President 
who had secured his election through their votes, recognized the 
democratic State government and turned them over to the tender 
mercies of their excited and embittered enemies. 

We are all familiar with the incidents of the last memorable presi- 
dential campaign. We all know that had the electoral vote of th 
Carolina been cast against the republican nominees a democratic Presi- 
dent wouldnow be occupying the White House and a democrat would 
now be presiding over this body. The republicans of South Carolina 
then carried “ Cæsar and his fortunes.” The republican officials who 
constituted the board of State canvassers guarded the integrity of 
that electoral vote with a fidelity which neither threats of personal 
violence nor the mandate of judicial authority could swerve from 
the path of duty. 

They attested that fidelity even in the dungeons of the common jail 
of the county to which they were consigned for refusing to obey an 
order which in their judgment was iaga co ge to overthrow the elec- 
toral vote of the State. There was no hint given then that upon the 
accession of Mr. Hayes to the Presidency he would remove the troops, 
whose presence alone enabled these officers to exercise the functions 
of the offices to which they had been fairly elected. No such com- 
ing event cast its dark shadow through the iron bars of their prison 
in ber, 1876. Verily may the republicans of South Carolina and 
of the entire South exclaim, “I have been wounded in the house of 
my friends.” The arm that struck the fatal blow was nourished by 
their devoted and unsuspecting service. I irresistibly here recall to 
memory the lines of England’s great poet : 

So the struck eagle, stretch'd upon the plain, 
No more through rolling clouds to soar again, 
View'd his own feather on the fatal 

And wing d the shaft that quiver'd in his heart; 


Keen were his pangs, but keener far to feel, 
He nursed the which impell'd the steel. 


The republicans of that State owe to-day to the clemency of the 


victors whatever of protection remains to them, and not to the ad- 
ministration they believed in, toiled for, and inaugurated. They 
would have suffered in silence and borne the ills that republicanism 
is heir to in that region, could they but discover elsewhere in the 
South that era of 55 of their opponents, or 
even the uprising of the old-line whig element, which was so confi- 
dently prophesied and fondly anticipated. The good-feeling is con- 
fined to exultation over universal southern democratic domination ; 
the South is solid, and the old-line whigs remain undiscovered except 
through the offer of large premiums in the shape of lucrative do- 
mestic and foreign appointments. With these strong incentives to 
put in an appearance their numbers can be counted upon the fingers ; 
and they have followed so many strange gods since the death of that 
noble old party and been so frequently rehabilitated in new cos- 
tumes that they defy recognition by their most intimate acquaint- 
ances, 

While the President was known to be meditating this act which 
“let slip the dogs of war” upon the republicans of the South, some 
of the republican Senators who now assail me with barsh criticism 
because I vote according to the dictates of my judgment and my 
conscience upon a question which is in no propor sense a party ques- 
tion were either coldly neutral or were actively giving aid and com- 
fort to the Hampton government. I repudiate and disown the au- 
thority of such as these to pass judgment upon my fidelity to the re- 
2 y. I remember, sir, the tremendous political crisis of 

ast March, when the fate not only of the republican party but of 
this great nation seemed to hang in the trembling balance. There 
were “whispers of holy or uuholy alliances” then, and it was 
spoken in tones louder than “ whispers” that the distinguished Sena- 
tor from New York, now the republican Achilles of the Senate, would 
either join the war against his republican compeers or retire in 
moody wrath to his tent, bearing no part in the battle that was big 
with the fate of his party. Yet my voice, sir, did not swell the cur- 
rent of false surmise that imputed meditated perfidy to the honorable 
Senator from New York, s 

Mr. President, I cannot refrain from noticing briefly—and justice 
to myself demands that I should notice it—the ferocious attack made 
upon me by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDS, I who, I am 
sorry to see, is not present. That Senator read upon the floor of the 
Senate, on last Monday, a libelous article against me, written by 
some unknown person. That article, false, scandalous, and mali- 
cious, was retailed to the country by the honorable Senator, who vir- 
tually gave to it the weight and sanction of his high authority by 
making it the declared ground of a resolution submitted to the Sen- 
ate to pee e conduct which it most falsely imputed to me, and 
which I had from my place in the Senate most solemnly denied en- 
gaging in. While the gentleman was thus e lin making this 

ignant attack upon me he disclaimed all personal hostility to me 
and expressed his regret that his sense of duty compelled him thus 
to move in vindication of “the honor of the Senate.” 

The old Scotch t F. m must have gazed with the eye of 
prophecy into the future when he wrote the verse 


1 


The majority of the Senate by their vote upon the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont decided that the honor of the Senate” did 
not require that they should give their sanction to a proceeding in 
which an honorable Senator converted himself into a mere huckster 
of anonymous libels. 

Milton describes the grim portress of hell as half human and half 
snake. There are acts, sir, so basely malignant and so indecently 
venomous as to i me that this horrible compound finds its 
counterpart in nature itself. In regard to the indictments against 
me, I desire to say that I am ready to meet them before any impartial 
jury of my hed N 

But the tribunal in which these indictments were found has already 
forestalled the judgment of the jury, and denied the accused the 

rivilege of an impartial hearing. The bills were found on the 30th 

y of Angust last, at Columbia. Two days previous to the finding 
the prank judge, addressing the grand jury, as to all the persons 
cha with offenses in the several bills there exhibited in open 
court, all of which persons were known as republicans, used tho fol- 
lowing language, which I extract from the full charge as published 
in the Charleston News and Courier of August 29, 1877, and which 
I am assured was printed from the original manuscript in the judge’s 
own hand: 

[Extract.] á 
ccc 
U. m vern 
tho State of South Carolina. paty e 


And again he said: 

Juri too to permit the to through f. hat innocent 
may — 8 avoid this — oor urate 

Were ever persons accused of grave offenses against the statutes 
classed before by their political or party relations? Did ever judge 
before thus boldly attempt to reverse the merciful maxim of the law 
that “It is better that ninety and nine guilty men should escape 
punishment than that one innocent man should suffer?” The law 
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humanely holds that the judge is the counsel of the prisoner so far 
as miy be n to secure for every man accused a fair and im- 
partial trial. But this judge counsels nst the accused and evokes 
the hates and passions of civil war and political excitement against 
him by branding him asa “ creature of military conquest.” In such 
a court, trial means conviction without regard to the law and the evi- 
dence, and I have therefore determined to resist by all lawful means 
17 e of any process designed to bring me within its juris- 
ction. 

I now pass to the issue more directly involved in the pending 
motion. I presume that there can be no doubt that Mr. Butler 
received a majority of the votes of the joint membership in the 
Hampton legislature. The precedents cited from the record of con- 
talet elections in the Senate of the United States sustain such an 
election as valid. 

I am not called upon to determine at this day whether the Hamp- 
ton house was the constitutional house of representatives. The 
nighe judicial tribunal of the State has decided that question, and 
it is res adjudicata, The President of the United States has formally 
Sei the government in the State of South Carolina of which 
that house forms a part, and it has been fully recognized by the re- 
publican majority in the State senate, and by the major portion of 
those members who constituted the Chamberlain house. I hold that 
the action of the executive department of the Federal Government 
is conclusive as to which is the lawful authority when there are two 
opposing governments in a State, 

Upon this point the Supreme Court of the United States say, in the 
celebrated Rhode Island case of Luther rs, Borden : 

In the case of foreign nations the government acknow by tho President is 
always in tho courts of justice, and this principle has been applied by 
the act of gress to the sovereign States of the Union.—7 Howard, page 44. 

And again: 

Whether tho lo of a State have abolished an old government and estab- 
lished a new ono place is a question to be settled by the political power; 
aud when that power has decided, the courts are bound to take notice of its de- 
cision and to follow it.—Jbid., pago 47. 

If, then, the title of Wade Hampton to the office of governor is a 
food title, and the President has so decided, it follows that Mr. Bnt- 

er has an equally valid title to a seat in this body, for he was elected 
by the same Legislature which Yao the certified transcript of the 
returns, and declared Hampton the governor of South Carolina, and 
his credentials are 8 1 5 by Governor Hampton, and bear upon their 
rites broad seal of the State, duly attested by the secretary of the 


I therefore but accept the logical result of events, and recognize 
accomplished facts in voting that Mr. Butler be now sworn in. I 
know that he will not dishonor a seat in the Senate of the United 
States, bnt will stand the peer of any man upon this floor in all the 
qualities that define the true gentleman. I know that the brand of 
murder is not upon his forehead, or the blood of slaughtered negroes 
upon his hands. The red light of the torches by which the butchers 
of Hamburgh shot to death four arpa ia | N citizens on 
that bloody Sabbath morning of July, 1876, is not reflected upon his 
title to a seat in this Chamber. On this point I have the evidence of 
leading republicans of Edgefield and Aiken Counties, and men whom 
I know personally. These men haye talked with me in the quiet of 
my own house, as one republican with another. If there was a dark 
side that reflected on General Butlor they would have told me of it, 
but knowing that I would be called upon before this Senate and be- 
fore the American people to vote upon this question, I have asked 
them to tell me the simple trath and this is the verdict that I give 
upon the testimony I have heard. 

I desire now to invite the attention of the Senate to what I deem 
the real facts in the Hamburgh massacre and the causes that have 
unjustly linked the name of General Butler with that horrible crime. 
For tbe real actorsin that deed of blood I have no feeling but that of 
utter detestation. For the authorities who have thus far failed to set 
the law in motion to being to the bar of justico the red-handed mur- 
derers who shot to death four American citizens, pleading for life on 
their bended knees, in the presence of their shrieking wives and chil- 
dren, I entertain no sentiment but that of loathing and contempt. 

Said Lord Mansfield, on the famous trial of John Wilkes, when the 
whole power of the King of bap eee was being wielded to crush the 
3 “Let justice be done though the heavens fall!” 

I desire the punishment for this great guilt to fall alone upon the 


guilty. 

The town of Hamburgh contains a population of abont four hundred, 
of whom only about twenty-five are white persons. The colored peo- 
ple in the country immediately around the town outnumber the whites 
abont three toone. The town is situated on the Savannah River, 
directly opposite ce 5 from which it is distant about a half 
mile, being connected with that city by a bridge which spans the 
river. It is twenty-two miles from Edgefield Court House, where 
General Butler resides, and about eighty miles from Columbia. 

At the date of the butchery it a colored mayor or intendant, 
and its town council was composed almost entirely of colored persons. 
For many months prior to the armed collision between the whites and 
blacks on the 8th of July, 1876, a difficulty had been fomenting be- 
tween them. Society, indeed, in that section, for nearly a year previ- 
ous to that date had been resting on the crust of a volcano which 


constantly threatened a terrible eruption. The blacks had been 
accusing their white employers of robbing them of their hard earn- 
igeny failing to pay the wages due, and also of grossly maltreating 
several of their number by wantonly beating them. The whites, on 
the other hand, charged that the blacks of Hamburgh wereengaged in 
a wide-spread system of depredations upon the barns and cotton-houses 
and dwellings of the white poopie, And they even charged the 
blacks with having broken into the coffin of a lady recently buried, 
and with having cut her hair from her head and her wedding-ring 
from her finger and sold them on the streets of Augusta. 

ey han in reciting these stories on both sides is to present to 
the Senate and the American people just what was said at that time. 

Iam aware of no evidence to fasten this shocking outrage, if it 
really did occur, upon the colored people; but I know that they were 
charged withit, and the chargo was generally credited by the whites, 
and as generally denounced as false by the blacks. About threo 
weeks before the butchery, two white citizens of Aiken County, in 
passing with their wagons near Hamburgh, stooped down and drank 
out of a spring in the suburbs of the town, and were at once arrested 
by the colo town-marshal and his deputies for applying their 
mouths directly to the water in the spring instead of using a vessel 
to dip it out. For that trivial offense those two white men were 
eompelled by the colored mayor to pay a fine of $7 each, and they 
were held in custody for several hours until the fine was paid. 

In passing let me remark that I do not pretend to say this was 
right. Iam just giving peg A The Senate and the country can 
form their own conclusions; I do not propose to draw any for them. 

On the 4th of July, two young white men, riding in a buggy, near 
the town and on the public road or street, found a company of colored 
militia commanded by one Doc Adams, formed in line, and occupy- 
ing a part of the road in their front, and they demanded rudely that 
the company should retire and allow them to pass. They were told 
that there was ample room for them to pass on either flank of the 
company; but after some altercation, and the use of insulting words 
on both sides, the company opened rauks and the two young men 
drove into town. If there ever was a captain of a mili company 
who ought to have been court-martialed, that fellow ought to have 
been. you suppose I would allow a set of fellows to drive through 
8 if I was commanding one? But he did it. 

he next day the father of one of them repaired to the office of 
Prince Rivers, a colored trial-justice, and swore out a warrant against 
Doc Adams and several members of his company, charging them 
with assault, alleging that the militia struck the horse with their 
e Seog This was at once followed by a cross-warrant sworn out 
before the same re by a member of the company against the 
ie white men, charging them also with having committed an as- 
sault. 

This was on Tuesday, and the hearing of the cases was set down 
for Thursday and was thence adjourned to Saturday of the same 
week. In the mean time Mr, Robert Batler, the father of one of the 
young white men accused, had retained General Butler to defend his 
son. It will be borne in mind that General Butler is in no wise related 
to either of those Butlers, General Butler, acting in the line of his 
professional duty, and in oe wer to the call of an old and lucrative 
client, drove into Hamburgh, alone and unarmed, in his buggy, at 
about thres lock on Saturday afternoon, July 8, and at once re- 
paired to the office of the trial-justice. He assures me upon his honor, 
and I most firmly believe his statement, that on his way to Ham- 
burgh that day he was overtaken by eight or ten white men, all 
mounted and armed, who said that they were going to the town, as 
it was rumored that the black militia intended to attack the white 

ple, and that on his earnest request these men turned back and 
ispersed to their homes. 

Soon after his arrival he ascertained that there was great excite- 
ment among both blacks and whites in the town, and that the colored 
militia company were under arms, and that some sixty or seventy 
whites, armed with pistols, had also collected in the town, the whites 
being under no ized commander. At this juncture, fearing an 
armed collision, the mayor of the town suggested that the blacks 
should surrender their arms to the trial-justice, who was also a major- 
general of militia, the militia company of Doc Adams forming 
a part of his division. This proposal received the express sanction 
of the trial-justice, General Butler teeing protection, even to 
the extent of hazarding his life,to the militiamen if they delivered 
up their arms to their major-general. The pro was rejected ay 
the company, who eee ge then to occupy a brick building, whic 
they had sometimes used as a drill-room, on the edge of the town, 
and which commanded the head of the bridge on the burgh side. 
The militia numbered between thirty and forty and were armed 
with breech-loading Remington rifles, and had fifteen rounds of am- 
munition to the man, the ammunition having been supplied to them 
from the State arsenal at Columbia a uya two 88 Of this 
last fact I am fully satisfied from the t sources of information. 
This was about nightfall, and both blacks and whites were then eager 
for the fray. The whites soon collected to the number of about two 
hundred, some of them armed also with rifles. The firing soon com- 
menced on both sides. The first person killed in the conflict was 
a Mr. Merriwether, a highly popular white man and a democrat. He 
was killed by the fire of the militia. A number of white men soon 
crossed the bridge from Augusta, bringing with them a twelve- 
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8 cannon, which was y loaded with pieces of iron and 
harged against the building. The militia then fled from the 
ee , escaping from the rear, in a great measure unobserved by 
the whites. 

During the conflict which ended about nine o’clock on Saturday 
night one white man was killed, as stated, and three or four white 
men wounded, and two of the militiamen were killed and four 
wounded. 

Between ten and eleven o’clock that night General Butler left the 
town of Hamburgh, at which time the rioters, black and white, had 
nearly all dispersed. 

General Butler spent the night at the house of a friend about four 
miles distant from Hamburgh. This fact can be proved by at least 
twenty colored witnesses, 

Adams is mistaken in saying that the butchery took place on 
the 8th of July. This is a material fact in the case. The massacre 
occurred on Sunday morning, about one hour before day-break, on 
July the 9th. Sunday was the 9th of July. The negroes were not 
taken out and massacred until after the riot. So it could not have 
been on Saturday morning. Doc Adams was mistaken and he told 
me ho was mistaken. I know Doc Adams very well, and I know all 


these poopie 

Soon after midnight a body of forty or ce, Hoar crossed the river 
in boats from Augusta and were joined by about the same number 
pn the Hamburgh side. They proceeded to the houses in the vicin- 
ity and dragged’ out eight or nine colored men from the midst of their 
families, and taking them to a spot in the town where they had 
marked out a dead - ine on the und, they butchered four of them 
in cold blood and wounded a fifth severely as he broke away and 


made his escape. 

I now state, as a positive and provable fact, that General Butler 
was not present in Hamburgh when the butchery took place and is 
in no degree responsible for that atrocious crime. I assert this on 
the anthority of Doc Adams himself, he having so stated to me at 
Columbia in April last. I assert it on the authority of Mr. Henry 
Sparnick, of Aiken, an earnest republican lawyer, who was the coun- 
sel of Doc Adams in the prosecution before Trial-Justice Rivers and 
had the fullest sources of information upon this 2 ; and lastly, 
I assert it on the statement of Trial-Justice Rivers himself, also made 
to me in April. 

These men had no motive for deceiving me, and I am satisfied that 
they then told the truth. Moreover General Butler, learning that a 
warrant was issned for him charging him with murder, promptly sur- 
rendered himself and gave bail. He has attended four terms of the 
court at Aiken, and demanded that a bill should be given out against 
him and that he should be granted a speedy and a public trial. His 
demand was not complied with. 

The attorney-general of the State was the law partner of Mr. Cor- 
bin, Mr, Butler's competitor, and all the evidence in the case was 
collected under his direction. The solicitor of the circuit was a col- 
ored man and a prominent republican, who had been but recently 
the speaker of the house of representatives. The jury commissioner 
who made up the list of jurors for each term was a republican ap- 

inted by . Chamberlain and removable at his pleasure. 

he majority of the grand jurors and nearly all the petit jurors were 
colored republicans, and to crown all the presiding faie Wiggin, is 
known as an ardent republican, for he is a carpet-bagger, and of course 
he is a republican. I never knew one who was not. 

Two companies of United States troops were stationed in Aiken 
during two terms of the court, and the witnesses would have had the 
fullest protection. 

When the State refuses a trial to a citizen accused of crime, and 
refuses that trial under circumstances that placed the accused under 
such great disadvantages, where all the passions of race and political 

artisanship were likely to be onlin er against him, is it just, is it 

onorable, in Senators to condemn that citizen unheard? ould you 
condemn General Butler to death on the ex parte testimony taken by 
your committee ? 

If not, then how dare you attempt to visit upon him the stigma 
and the infamy of murder on such testimony? You well know that 
were General Butler on trial for his life no court in these United 
States would permit one word of such testimony to be read against 
him. Then why use it to put the brand of shame upon him and his 
wife and his children? Republicans in Sonth Carolina daily appeal 
to me by letter and they throng this Capitol urging me to use m 
utmost efforts to secure General Butler the seat in this Senate to 
which he has been lawfully elected and to which I know he will do 
honor. The ancient Greek who exclaimed “Strike! but hear me,” 
staid the uplifted arm of his enemy. Will honorable Senators here 
be less just ? 

Mr. Corbin, the competitor of Mr. Butler for a seat in this body, 

him with no crime and imputes to him no unlawful act either 
of fraud or force to secure his election. Why, then, continue to 
make this Chamber ring with the cha of murder hurled against a 
man whom the judicial authorities of State have absolved from 
all imputation of crime and against whom there is not one particle of 
legal proof ? 
f I thought General Butler was responsible for the murder of these 
poor colored men in Hamburgh, I would vote against him believing 
that I was doing a service to the cause of humanity, because the men 
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who were guilty of that murder, I say, ought to be hung; for mur- 
der it was, the most cruel, the most cowardly, and the most atrocious 
in the history of all crime; but believing that I am not here to vote 
in snch a case for ponen purposes or for any other purpose to 
charge the guilt of the guilty upon the innocent, I cannot do in- 
justice to General Butler. 

In concluding upon this point, Mr. President, I desire to answer a 
question asked G fleas honorable Senator from California [Mr. Sar- 
GENT] on yesterday. Tho Senator asked why General Butler was 
singled out and accused of the Hamburgh butchery if he was not a 
party to it, any more than Governor — should have been ac- 
cused, He was there at the riot. Iwas in Charleston myself at a 
riot last summer, in which some fellows were killed. They might as 
well charge me with killing them as not. I believe I was cha in 
the newspapers with giving out guns to the crowd. I was lying in 
bed, having had the fever, and was not in much humor for handing 
guns out to anybody. Was I to be held responsible for that riot? So 
of the question put by the Senator from California as to General Butler. 

It is indeed a most preposterous question. It proceeds npon the 
theory that mere accusation furnishes prima facie evidence of guilt. 
But I will answer it. In the first place, General Butler was known 
to have been in Hamburgh a few hours before the massacre, and 
Hampton is known to have been perhaps more than a hundred miles 
away atthe time. That fact furnished the convenient pretext for 
accusing General Butler of the crime. It enabled his accusers who 
were not honestly mistaken to imitate the witches in Macbeth, who 
told “lies like truth.“ 

Second. Governor Chamberlain up to that time had been coquet- 
pt Pele the democracy, one wing of which was openly op to 
making any nomination against bim, while General Batis ina 
published letter declining a candidacy himself, three weeks previous 
to the massacre, urged the nomination of Hampton for governor, and 
was the recognized leader of the straight-ont democratic wing of the 

y who were opposed to the nomination of Governor Chamberlain 
n the democratic convention. Now, there is a fact not known to the 
Senate or the public, and I want it to go to the country: that Gov- 
ernor Chamberlain’s administration had been so acceptable to the 
democrats that many of them proposed to nominate him. It was not 
acceptable to me, I want you to understand, because I was opposing 
his administration from the very minute he went over to the demo- 
crats. His administration was so acceptable to the democrats that 
almost every democratic newspaper in South Carolina was in favor 
of his nomination by the democratic convention for governor; and 
when the democratic convention met at Columbia on the 12th of Au- 
t they went into secret session, and, after a session of nearly thirty 
ours, they beat Governor Chamberlain in the democratic convention 
with Wade Hampton (a native of the State and the most popular man 
in it) by only five votes. I am sure they wonld have beaten me more 
than five votes in a democratic convention.. [Laughter.] : 

Here was motive enough to make Governor Chamberlain pursue 
General Butler as he has done most industriously with this false charge. 
Is the Senator answered ? 

Mr. SARGENT. Does the Senator refer to me:? 

5 . Ido; I tried to refer to the Senator from Culi- 
‘orn 
Mr. SARGENT. Take the illustration given by the Senator. S 

al body of colored men in Charleston, South Carolina, at the 
time the riot took place at which the Senator said he was present, 
made up a formal and solemn declaration that the Senator was a 
participant in that, query whether it would not raise some presump- 
tion that he was a participant in it? In the case of Butler I called 
attention to the fact that a large and apparently respectable body of 
colored men in that State assembled almost immediately after these 
transactions, and they then alleged the acts which Mr. Butler per- 
formed in that tragedy and expressed their solemn conviction that 
he was the originator of it. 

Mr. PATTE N. When did they do that? 

Mr. SARGENT. In Charleston, on the 8th or 9th of July. I say 
that that raises some presumption. 

Mr. PATTERSON. The 9th of July? 

Mr. SARGENT. Immediately after the massacre took place, when 
the thing was fresh, when he was not a candidate for office, when 
they had no motive to pat their finger on any one except the person 
whom they believed and had reason to believe was one of the guilty 
parties. It was not to influence any debate here. Their highest 
motive was to point out the persons who were really guilty, with no 
temptation to put their finger on any one who was not. I simply 
asked if this was not among other evidences to show that he had 
some connection with that matter; that he was an originator ; that 
he was a directing spirit in it; that this body of men there most 
interested in stopping those things had called the attention of the 
nation to his participation in it. ; 

Mr. PATTERSON, Mr. President, in answer to the Senator from 
California I have this to say, that if a body of republicans, if all the 
republicans in Charleston County had said that I was a party to the 
riot on that afternoon after the election it would be a lie, because I 
was not, and no amount of testimony can make a lie the truth. 

I have tried to get at the facts in regard to the Hamburgh mas- 
sacre. I do not know what meeting the Senator from California 
refers to. I never heard of that. There may have been a meeting 
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in Charleston City of republicans, and they may have passed some 


resolution offered by a man who to charge that General 
Butler was responsible for it. I have no doubt that if you had had 
a meeting of the democratic party in Charleston City after the elec- 
tion to which I have alluded you could have had a resolution passed 
that I started the riot in Charleston. But it would not be true. 
Neither is this true. 

I have talked to men who were at Hamburgh; I have talked to 
republicans who were there, and they have told me all about it since 
Hampton has been governor, when this whole question was supposed 
to be over. I have asked them to tell me the truth; and this is the 
testimony that they have given to me. Doc Adams told mo himself 
that he did not censure General Butler, that General Butler was try- 
ing to do everything he could to stop that riot; and he told me that 
it was the roughs from Augusta who came over there; and I wish m 
friend from Georgia would keep hisroughsat home. [Laughter.] - 
believe to-day, Mr. President, that if it had not been for those roughs, 
the democratic friends of my friend from Georgia over there, invad- 
ing South Carolina on that Saturday afternoon, you never would have 
heard of Hamburgh. After the riot was over they robbed the stores 
of democrats and republicans; they took the rings out of the ears of 
black women and white women. They were a set of marauders. and 
plunderers, the common enemies of mankind; and in order to accom- 
plish their ends they were ready to commit murder. 

I do not want the Senate or any man in this broad nation to think 
for one minute that I am here to apologize or to condone the offense. 
the terrible offense of those men in the South who have murdered 
republicans. God knows I have Me ye this floor and everywhere de- 
nounced those men, and demanded that they should be brought to 
justice. But why is the arm of justice stayed? Who holds back the 
arm of justice so that the murderers in the South are not brought to 
justice? That man whom we placed in the White House—he is the 
man who holds back the arm of justice so that the murderers of the 
South may go free. And then you talk to me about leaving the repub- 
lican party! Let all the thieves in South Carolina be put in the peni- 
tentiary, and if Iam one I am willing to go there. But, great God! 
in the name of justice, in the name of right, in the name of humanity, 
I say the murderers ought to be hung, and every honest man in this 
country will join me in that sentiment. Who is responsible? That 
man at the other end of the Avenue; he is the man who protects the 

. murderers, but wants the thieves sent to the penitentiary, because 
they made him President. What I say I can prove, and I want it to 
go to the conntry. 

I deem it due to Mr. Butler to say further that I am fully aware of 
the fact that it was owing to his t and beneficent influence that 
no Ku Klux Klan was ever o ized in the county of Edgefield. It 
was for this reason that when President Grant by his proclamation 
of 1871 suspended the wri’ of habeas corpus in many counties of South 
Carolina, pursuant to the enforcement act of Con he did not 
suspend it in Edgefield, for the poopie of that county, although “jeal- 
ous and quick in quarrel” and reckless of human life, have never 
committed a political murder or pureued their revenge along the path 
of the midnight assassin. In saying this much I but state the truth 
of history, and I would to God that I could say the same for the citi- 
zens of my race in every other county of South Carolina. 

-I owe much to the people who sent me here. The little I can do 
for them, for their peace and quiet, is to vote to seat the other repre- 
sentative of the State. This will have a tendency to produce better 
feeling and such porer as is now possible for them to receive. 

Mr. President, I am accused of endangering the snpremacy of my 
party in the Senate because I vote for General Butler and did not 
wait for the report of the committee in the Louisiana case. The 
Journal of the Senate will show whose votes in March last caused 
seats from that State to remain vacant.. I only say it was not mine. 
Senators exercised their judgment then as I shall do now. They had 
an undoubted right to vote against the seating of Pinchback and 
Kellogg. I have the same right to vote to seat General Butler. I do 
not mean, in what I have said in regard to votes of Senators or the 
policy of the Administration, to assail the motives of any one directly 
or indirectly. Iam. dealing with facts and results as well known to 
Senators as myself. Nor am I aware that any imputation has been 
cast upon the motives of tho distinguished Senators to whom I have 
referred, or upon the President, on account of the parts respectively 
taken by them upon the subjects I have before discussed. On the 
contrary, that freedom of opinion and action so conspicuously a part 
of republican principles has been fully accorded to them. Had the 
same course been pursued toward me under circumstances of the 
most annoying and painful character, I should have given a silent 
vote without trespassing upon the patience of the Senate. Unforta- 
nately a very different course has n pursued. My motives have 
not only been impugned and my character calumniated, but I have 
been denounced and vilified by a torrent of Billingsgate that would 
at once appalafish-woman. Distinguished Cabinet officers can leave 
the party ranks and vote for the nominees of the Baltimore conven- 
tion, leading daily journals can do the same thing, and no hard names 
are called. Nay, more, on their return the fatted calf is killed, a great 
feast made, and new robes from the State and Interior Departments 
are placed spon the shoulders of the returned prodigals; ay, more, 
ihe musty folds of the confederate flag are gently unrolled and a Key 


is found to lock the doors of the Post-Office Department against 


southern republicans, and all the saints in the “ inner chamber” 
out with one voice, “ This is peace and conciliation, from which will 
flow that ‘ era of 7 feeling, when the lion and the lamb will lie 
down together.” But in their ignorant and innocent hearts they did 
not know that the lamb must consent to lie within the lion. 
In my case how difficult}! I kave belonged to the party from the 
moment it came into existence, and now because in this conjuncture 
of circumstances I feel compelled to give this vote the attempt is 
made not only to read me out of the party, but to place my character 
beneath contempt. Mr. President, when did the question of high 
rivilege of admitting a Senator upon this floor become partisan? 
at mere party allegiance to do with it? I have never before 
heard such a doctrine. The question is one of law and justice, and 
each Senator should vote according to the dictates of his judgment, 
and not-with reference to mere party needs or expediency. 1 
never to hear such a criticism again. It is as derogatory to the Senate 
as it is unjust to the individual Senator. I am actuated by no other 
motives or interest in the matter than those I have stated. I have 
thought it due to the republicans of South Carolina, to the Senate, 
and myself that I should briefly allude to the facts upon which this 
case rests, and the principles which control my conduct. Having 
done so, I shall not permit myself to be drawn into any farther dis- 
cussion of the subject here or elsewhere. I shall bear in silence, with 
such philosophy as I may command, the sneers of enemies, the vitu- 
peration of ESG and the criticism of friends. 

One thing may as well be understood. Iam and shall remain, as 
long as life lasts, in heart, soul, and action, a republican ; true to its 
We and principles, and all the labor employed to drive me out 
of its organization, or make me falter in my devotion to its hamane 
principles, will be utterly thrown away. Mr. President, it is tho fash- 
ion to sneer at the northern man who removes to the South for any 
purpose ; no matter whether ill-health or the laudable desire of im- 
provin his condition by ee and enterprise be the motive, he is 
sneered at and ridiculed by people of both ies, in the North and 
West, who ought to know better and who should be ashamed of such 
narrow prejudices. It betokens the return of a disorder I had ho 
would never reap in the North. It was quite prevalent before 
the war, and in all cases proved fatal to manhood and self-respect. 
The political doctors called it doughfaceism. I feel assured that the 
solid South of to-day, resting as it does upon the past, upon the 
anti-republican doctrine that minorities must rule and majorities 
must not vote, imbued with too much exclusiveness and intolerance, 
will make a solid North. When that time comes its pigano power 
will not be wielded to-oppress any part of the country for retaliation 
or revenge, but to restore and protect all classes and racës in full 
and equal enjoyment of the greatest boon vouchsafed to man, consti- 
tutional liberty. 

Mr. President, before I conclude I desire to say a word more as to 
the southern policy, so called, inaugurated by the President of the 
United States in March last, and since prosecuted by him with most 
singular ardor and with an effect most damaging to the cause of true 
republicanism in the Southern States. Ishall speak with becoming 
respect of the President, but I must bear in mind that he owes his 
exalted pona to the votes of republicans south as well as north. 
As I understand that policy in its final analysis and its sure conse- 
quence, it means the abandonment of political friends to coneiliate 
political foss, It makes the further mistake of assuming that it is 
the democratic South that must be conciliated, whereas it is the 
mighty republican North that should be conciliated. This scheme 
or policy of conciliation inyolves, I am informed, the rehabilitation 
or revival of the old whig party as a necessary agent to secure its 

rmanent success. If the President can effect t 41 7 he can go 
own into the political valley of dry bones and infuse life and motion 
once more into the scattered elements of the old whig party, he will 
stand confessed as the champion resurrectionist of the No, sir; 
it cannot be done. As well may some deluded architect attempt to 
erect the thousand palaces of a great city out of the broken and 
moldering tombstones of an ancient village Pere 

But it is now an open secret that the President says that he intends 
to re-enforce or supplement the resurrected whig party with the mer- 
chants and the religious element in the South, and then incorporate 
this political trinity thus formed into the national republican v. 
I am not aware that there are any live merchants in the South who 
are without present party ties or political identity. If there are any 
such, then they are not properly represented by the New Orleans, 
Mobile, Charleston, and Savannah chambers of commerce, and as for 
the religious element of the South, they worship God and democracy, 
and will not bow down to this graven image called Hayes’s southern 
policy,” which Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up. 

But whatever this policy is in theory, we know what it is not in 
practice, It certainly is not protection of republicans in the Southern 

tates in the free exercise of all their rights as American citizens 
and a just recognition of their great and timely political services. 

We know that it is built on a broken political trust and its corner- 
stoneislaidin black ingratitude and cemented by the blood of betrayed 
political friends. Sir, the republicans of the South are not dead, nor 
are they sleeping. The Athenians erected a monument to Time and 
inscribed it, “ To him who avenges!” Time, sir, will surely avenge 
this great wrong, and that in the not far distant future. Tho now 
down-trodden republicansof the South will remember both those who 
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befriend them and those who betrayed them in the day of their need. 
Doubtless the republicans of the South have been guilty of many 
errors and are responsible for much of the maladministratio nm of the 
southern State governments during the 7 eight years. But what- 
ever their grievous faults, betraying their friends was not one of them. 
I bave said that whatever protection republicans enjoy in the South," 
so far as their persons and property eee nst actual vio- 
233 they owe to the clemency of the victor. is emphatically 
true in South Carolina so far as the influence of Governor Hampton 
extends. I believe that he is a just and honorable man, and intends 
to enforce a just and impartial administration of the laws without 
regard to race or party. But, benign as are his there is “a 
power behind the throne” stronger than the throne itself; and he 
sits silent and inactive while the State is terrorized and republicans 
are crowded into the jail at Columbia through a flagrant political con- 
ners. he e by democratic officials against them under the 
forms of law. 

Lord Macaulay, speaking of the sudden elevation to power of 
newly enfranchised people, uses the following language: 


It is the character of such revolutions that we always see the worst of them at 
first. know 


Till men have been some time free they not bow to use their freedom. 
The immediate effects of liberty are often atrocious crimes, conflicting errors, 
skepticism on ts the most © the 


It is just at 
ng from the half-finished edifice; they point to the fi, ust, the fallen 
bricks, the rooms, the ity of the whole 9 
and then ask in scorn where the promised comfort are to be found. If 


such miserable hisms were to prevail thore would never be a good 
„ 


at certa 
ured her during the period of 


her disguise were forever excluded from participation in the b ngs which she 
bestowed. But to those who, in spite of her loathsome aspect, pitied and protected 
her she afterwards revealed f in the beautiful and celestial form which was 


all wishes, filled their homes 
y in love and victorious in war. Such a spirit is Lib- 
erty. ‘orm of a hatefal She she h 
al pape ono : ho, k havin ee in her degraded and frightful shape, 
are w 
a length be rew: by her in the time of her beauty and her glory ! 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair.) The 
uestion is on the amendment offered by the Senator from Delaware, 
Mr. SAULSBURY. 
Messrs. GARL. and DAVIS of West Virginia, called for the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West BEL ine I think the amendment had better 
be reported again, so thatall may understand it. 
The Chief Clerk read the amendment of Mr. SAULSBURY. 
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. EDMUNDS, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. TaurMAN,] who is not 
feeling quite well this afternoon, and on all similar questions about 


this affair, until he is able to attend. I should vote inst this 
amendment and in favor of the resolution; the Senator Ohio 
would vote differently. 

Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) On this question Iam 


paired with the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Ransom] who in 
etained from the Chamber by illness. If he were present, I should 
voto inst the amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, 99 8 8 his name was called.) Iam paired with 
the Senator from Minnesota, [ Mr. WINDoM,] who, if present, I pre- 
sume would vote “ nay ” and I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. MAXEY. (rhen his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
Benator from M chigan, [Mr. FERRY.] If he were present, I should 
vote for the amendment and he would vote against it. 

Mr. OGLESBY. Some hours ago my colleague [Mr. Davis] re- 
queta me to pair with him for some length of time, expecting at 
that time, as I believe now, to have returned before this hour. As I 
do not see him in the Chamber, I believe I shall refrain from voting. 
I would of course vote “nay,” and I do not mean to say by this state- 
ment that I infer that my colleague would vote “ yea;” I would expect 
him on a motion of this sort to vote “nay,” but for fear there should 
be some mistake in the matter, I for the present decline to vote. 
The roll-call was continued. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from Ohio has been able to come into 
the Chamber now. I vote “nay.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. My colleague [Mr. ARMSTRONG] is paired with 
the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB.] If he were here, . 
league would vote 5 eR and I presnme the Senator from sas 
would yote “nay.” Neither one of them will be here during the 
remaining portion of this called session. 

The result was announced—yeas 29, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Ba „ Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of West Vi 
Garlan 0 yard, Bock. Cockrell Hilf Devis — Karnan, 


d, Gordon, 
, McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Merri 0 
Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, W. Wh and Withers. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Burnside, Cameron of Penn. 
sylvania, Cameron of e e Chaffee, Christiane, Conkling, Conover, Dawes, 
y, Edmunds, Hoar, Howo, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, MeAfilan, Matthews, 
Mitchell, Morrill, Paddock, Ro! Sargent, ders, Spencer, Teller, and Wad- 


BSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Davis of Minois, Ferry, Grover, 
— Ingalls, Johnston, Maxey, Oglesby, Plumb, Ransom, Sharon, and Win- 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Upon the question of agreeing to the 


- | sence o 


amendment proposed by the Senator from Delaware, the 


eas are 

twenty-nine, the nays are twenty-nine, The amendment not having 

received a majority of the votes of the Senate is d to. The 

question recurs on the original resolution reported from the Commit- 

tee on Privileges and Elections. 3 

T MORGAN. I offer an amendment to the resolution by way of 
on: 


Provided, Tae N in this resolution shall be so construed as to preclude the 
1 — of the charges presented in the 
amendment by the Senator from ware and u which a vote of tho 


Tene had juat boon TAEMA: Ao ARONA 300 TERs OF We P. Kellogg to a seat 


in the 

Mr. CONKLING called forthe yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, when the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Delaware was pending, my conviction was that 
the action taken by the committee had been either irregular or im- 
p r for the simple reason that the question before the committee 
at the time the proof was offered to show Mr. Kellogg’s complicity 
in procuring his being seated here by fraud gave it no jurisdiction 
of that subject. I understand that the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections has no grenier or higher powers than any other committee 
of the Senate, and that committee cannot go out into the world for 
the parposg of making inquiries wbich are not referred to it; neither 
can it take up suggestions made by either of the contestants who may 
be before it for the purpose of considering those suggestions, unless 
they relate to the subject which has actually been referred to tho 
committee. There has never, so far as I am aware, been any refer- 
ence made to the Committee on Privileges and Elections of the ques- 
tion whether either of the claimants for the seat now in controversy 
influenced the election by either of the bodies which they claim 
elected them 5 by fraud or by collusion with the mem- 
bers of either of those bodies or any other person. To say that the 
mere fact that the credentials of a Senator or one claiming to be a 
Senator have been referred for investigation to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections authorizes the committee to go out into 
the world or to come to Senators or to go to the contestants them- 
selves or to go elsewhere than to the Senate for authority to investi- 
gate an allegation of fraud and corruption on the part of claimants, 
is something that I am not prepared to admit as being within the juris- 
diction of the committee. It was my opinion when the amendment 
was presented that it ought to have been rejected, for the simple rea- 
son that the committee never been instructed by the Senate to 
make an inquiry upon this subject. I, however, following that lead 
which every other Senator on this floor has followed, which seems to 
be inexorable in its influence upon our jud ts and our consciences, 
went with my party, as other Senators have followed their party, in 
voting for a proposition which did not in fact command my judgment. 

It is due to the Senate of the United States and to the mee of the 
United States, when a ch is brought against any man © “east a 
seat upon this floor that he corruptly influenced that body which 
has the power of electing him by direction or by indirection, that such 
an investigation should be had as that that charge shall be fully laid 
before the country and that the Senate may be able to respond to the 
country whether they have acted in pursuance of the high trusts con- 
fided to them here in the examination of such an allegation as that. 

We cannot, if we would, in justice to ourselves and to this county; 
refuse to make an investigation into any allegation that is oe tly 
brought forward charging upon any man claiming a seat in this body 
that he has obtained that seat by fraud. Buta committee has a right 
to refuse to consider such a charge unless the Seuate has first acted 
upon it; and it has a righs to refuse to entertain such a charge, even 
though it may be made by one of the parties interested in the litiga- 
tion over the office, unless it has been referred to the committee. 

Do we not know that Poman interest enters into these contro- 
versies? Is the Senate of the United States to-day engaged in decid- 
ing nothing more than the title of an individual to an office? Are 
the perquisites, powers, and honors and dignities which belong to 
that office the proper and only subject of cousideration on the part 
of the Senate of the United States to-day? Sir, these considerations, 
strong as they may be and affecting as they do very deeply the sen- 
sibilities as well as the interests of the claimants to seats in this great 
body, fall far beneath the dignity of the question whether a sover- 
eign State in the American Union is to represented by a man 
whose credentials when they come here are tainted with fraud and 
with corruption. 

Mr. President, I do not believe that any committee has the right 
sua to take up — a guenon as this oa proceed to its 3 
tigation upon any charge or tion made any man, whether 
he be a Se for a seat or oe whether he A a Benator or not, 
whether he is a member of the committee or not. I donot think 
that committee had the right, as I repeat, sua sponte, to take up such 
an allegation as this and to proceed to its consideration in the ab- 
an order from the Senate. Whenever a Senator or a man 
claiming to be a Senator is to be arraigned before the people of the 
United States in reference to his culpability in the obtaining of his 
credentials, it is due to the country, it is due to the Senate, and due 
to the man who is accused that that man who makes the accusation 
should first come before the Senate, have a resolution drawn up in 
a solemn form, and have it presented here, considered, and from this 
body referred. That has not been done in this case. 
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The whole action of this committee, in my humble judgment, has 
been ultra vires. The committee have been called upon to exereise a 
power that they had no authority to exercise in re to the char- 
acter of any man that lives who is accredited or claims to be accred- 
ited froma e 2 State as her representative on this floor. What, 
then, is the result? In a moment of party bitterness, at a time when 
all the country is aroused with excitement, when all considerations 
are lost sight of except the temporary triumph of y in reference 
to political ae preted we bring up a prayo question of the right of 


the Senate and the right of States to be represented, and it is to be 
di of on such grounds. 
Sir, at a later day, when the country is more composed and when 


we have less reason for making our judgment turn upon party tactics 

and party strategy, we shall be prepared to hear what Judge Spofford 
has to say in regard to Mr. Kellogg, and the country would like to be 
informed by some dispassionate and cool and proper inquiry whether 
or not Judge Spofford, an honorable gentleman, is justified in bring- 
ing these accusations against Governor Kellogg, who claims a seat 
upon the floor of the Senate. : 

This, sir, is a very unfortunate moment to bring to the considera- 
tion of the Senate a question of vity such as this. I merely de- 
sire, as a Senator from a State which is entitled to be heard on this 
floor, to say before the Senate that, whatever may be the judgment of 
other people in regard to the effect of the vote just taken, I shall 
consider myself at liberty at any time hereafter to demand of the 
Senate an investigation of those subjects which were included in the 
amendment of the Senator from Delaware, and which the Senate has 
just refused to adopt. The Senate may not now consider this an op- 

rtune moment for the reference of those questions. I cannot enter 

nto the minds of gentlemen to know why it is they have voted down 
this proposition, nor can I understand why it is, except that they may 

say it is not an opportune moment. 
r. CONKLING. Will the Senator allow me to make an inquiry? 

Mr. MORGAN. I will. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator doubt the right of any member 
of the Senate at any time to ask an investigation touching any other 
member of the Senate of charges like these? 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator then explain to me the object 
or purpose of this amendment? And he will pardon my saying—I 
do not mean any offense—that it is entirely novel as far as I know. 
I never heard of such a supplement to a resolution seating a Senator 
before. Will he explain to me the object of an amendment express- 
ing a power which he has just answered me he believes exists in the 
case of every Senator at all times? 

Mr. MORGAN. Everything here is novel to me except the law of 
the land, and perhaps that is more novel to me than it ought to be ; 
but I think that I understand very well the difference which may be 
taken, and I will ask if the Senator from New York takes that differ- 
ence, between the power to expel a Senator after he has been seated 
here for fraud perpetrated in the obtaining of his seat, and the power 
to declare that seat vacant on account of that fraud.. If the Senator 
from New York will say to me or to the Senate that he will assist in 
an attempt to declare the seat of a Senator vacant, or rather that he 
has no right to occupy it when the fraud which relates to that seat 
and under which it was obtained is developed before the Senate and 
that a bare majority vote will accomplish that result, then I shall 
understand the position which the Senator from New York occupies. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the remark of the Senator con- 
vinces me that he does not understand the position I attempted to 
state to him. In answer to my question, I understand the Senator to 
say that always, in the case of every Senator, it was competent to 
move such an inquiry as he reserves the right to have moved under 
his amendment. I asked him then the purpose of the amendment, 
and he proceeds to say that if I would assure him that I would join 
him and he could have the assurance of other Senators, that might 
satisfy him. Now I beg to call the Senator’s attention to this point: 
Does he mean that such an amendment, if ingrafted upon such a res- 
olution and adopted, would add to or take from, even in the estima- 
tion of a hair, the power of the Senate afterward either to expel or 
vacate a seat? If I may put it otherwise to the Senator, does he 
mean that when the Senate has decided that tho claimant of a seat 
is entitled to it and the claimant has taken the oath and assumed the 
seat, an wer is left in the Senate except that which the Constitu- 
tion and the ergy tend law gives it, which power certainly can- 
not be amplified or diminished by such a declaration as this? 

Mr. MORGAN. That power to which the Senator from New York 
refers doubtless is the power of expulsion by a two-thirds majority. 

Mr. CONKLING. No, Mr. President. I refer to the whole power, 
be it more or less, the power to expel by a two-thirds vote, the power 
to vacate the seat, the power in all its phases and in all its capaci- 
ties, whatever it is. I inquired of the Senator whether that power 
is not fixed and determined in one case as much as in another, and 
whether as a lawyer he is willing to advise the Senate that the 
slightest influence upon the existence of that power would be m 
duced by putting upon the resolution or omitting from it such a dec- 
laration as the Senator he gel 

Mr. MORGAN. I really do not think so, Mr. President. I do not 
think that the power is any less distinct or any less clear on the law 
and on the Constitution of the country than it would be upon the 


amendment which I now propose; and it was for the 
tracting 
took occasion to present this amendment to the resolution, so that 
hereafter, when a resolution of inquiry affecting the right of Mr. Kel- 
logg to a seat in the Senate shall be offered by some gentleman on 
our side of the House or somewhere else, it should not be objected 


urpose of ex- 
some observation from gentlemen on the other side that I 


that the whole subject was res adj and that the Senate had no 
power ee back to that question except in the exercise of its con- 
stitutional right of expulsion. 

Now, having extracted from the Senator from New York—I beg 
his pardon—having obtained from the Senator from New York his 
full and entire concurrence in the views which I have just expressed, 
that notwithstanding the resolution toseat Mr. Kellogg may pass in 
the form in which it has come from the committee, and notwith- 
standing the defeat of the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Delaware, the se i is still open as affecting Mr. Kell s right to 
his seat in this y, that, if he did obtain his election by fraud, it 
may be investigated, and that the Senate may so declare and so in- 
validate his seat, and with that understanding I ask permission to 
withdraw the amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It may be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the Senator withdraws his amendment, 
I beg to say one word to guard any possible misunderstanding on the 
part of the Senator or anybody else. The position I undertook to 
maintain is this: that when William Pitt Kellogg shall be seated 
in the Senate, he will be liable as every other Senator is liable, to 
every scrutiny which can visit him, ev scrutiny which can be 
made to visit him by the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States. My position is further that passing such an amendment as 
this would be as idle an attempt to preserve, or confer, or create, or 
enlarge powers in the Senate, as would an amendment affirming that 
we reserved the right to expel William Pitt Kell hereafter, or 
that we reserved the right to compel William Pitt Kellogg like every 
other Senator to submit to the rules of order which the Senate has 
established, or reserved the right to do any other thing, be it a thing 
which we might do lawfully or a 5 we might not do in any 
way. In other words, my position is that putting into the resolution 
of admission a statement of some ibility which might afterward 
happen to the person named in the resolution would as idle as 
any other sound which would dissolve in the air without an echo. 
What may be the ibilities, the vicissitudes to which any member 
of the Senate can be exposed, it is not important at this moment to 
inquire; and certainly I am not ee to enter upon speculations of 
that kind which I submit would be quite foreign to the present point. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then, Mr, President, if the Senator from New York 
is correct in his last very involved statement, he ought to have ob- 
jected that my amendment was out of order, because the effect of it 
as he now says would be to impose some restrictions upon or some 
discriminations against Mr. Kellogg after he shall have been seated 
that do not apply to any other Senator on this floor. If the amend- 
ment is liable to that criticism, then the amendment is simply out of 
order, and I am a little surprised, I must confess, that so t a par- 
liamentarian and so great a political strategist should not have raised 
the question in that form which is justified by his remarks, But he 
saw proper to conceal, as I think beneath a volume of beautiful ex- 
pressions eloquently and splendidly pnt, a subcurrent of thought 
that may hereafter arise to vex him. I shall expect the honorable 
Senator to take the floor whenever a resolution is presented in this 
body demanding this investigation which is included in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware, and to claim the whole matter 
has been adjudicated by the Senate, and that after Mr. Kellogg has 
been seated no question touching his right to a seat on this floor can 
3 considered except under the power of the Senate to expel 
a member for misconduct. 2 

Really, Mr. President, the power of expulsion does not relate to 
those practices which existed in the conduct of the party claiming a 
seat anterior to the election from which he derives the credentials 
which he presents in the Senate. That is not the power of expulsion. 
The power of expulsion, as I understand, only applies to misconduct 
while he holds the office of Senator and after he has been either ac- 
eredited here by the credentials given to him from his State or is 
admitted to a seat on the floor of the Senate. When a Senator has 
once been accredited by a State government and has got his creden- 
tials and has presented those credentials to the Senate and has ob- 
tained the seat, then it becomes his high privilege to retain that seat 
unless two-thirds of his peers upon this floor shall vote to expel him; 
but when he first comes here he is liable to inquiry, to challenge, 
and to investigation as to whether he obtained his seat by fraud; 
and my judgment is that he cannot sit here so long that he can claim 
immunity or exemption from such an inquiry or investigation after 
the facts have come to the ion of the Senate and have been 
known for what may be ed a reasonable time. Frand of course 
seeks concealment; it seeks the covert places of the heart and the 
mind for its nae within and from which it may execute 
its wrongful intent. ud may not be discovered for years after a 
Senator taken a seat on this floor. It has happened that fraud 
has not been discovered for years after a Senator has been seated here 
and enjoyed the honors and privileges of this body. But when it 
does come to light, when it addresses itself to the consciences and sen- 
sibilities of gentlemen, must they shut their eyes to it and say “We 
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have no power to consider it ee it affect the very means by which 
the party obtained his seat upon this floor,” by reason of the lapse of 
time or for any other reason except the final ja t of the Senate? 

Sir, I say to-day that I the Senator from New York will rise 
in his place whenever a motion is made to bring this subject again 
to the attention of the Senate as affecting the right of Mr. Kell 
to a seat on this floor, and contend that the whole matter is aliunde ; 
that we cannot get “behind the returns” on this question, and the 
vote upon the proposition of the Senator from Delaware will be con- 
sidered “ the returns” and will take their place in history along with 
those returns which in part have tended and contributed to make 
the name of American statesmanship dishonorable in the judgment 
of the civilized world. There is where we shall find ourselves, and 
that Senator will be found upon this floor, if I now rightly interpret 
the meaning of his words, objecting when we shall offer a resolution 
to inquire into these matters which have been brought forward by 
the Senator from Delaware in his amendment and presented to the 
Senate and the country, and contending that we are not able to get 
— the returns on the question of the election of Mr. Kellogg as 

nator. 25 

Mr. President, I have brought this subject to the attention of the 
Senate and the country. What the rights of myself or any other 
Senator may hereafter be must be judged by the Senate when the 
question is presented. Of course they must be judged under the law 
and according to the Constitution; but I must say that it is my duty 
now to inform the Senate that upon some proper occasion, i 
resolution shall pass, an opportunity will be demanded to bring the 
subject of the fraud of Kellogg in obtaining his credentials to the 
attention of the Senate and the country, and on that occasion I shall 
be very much gratified—and from the view I take of the subject now 
I must confess that I shall be much mistaken—if the Senator from 
New York should not object to the consideration of that resolution 
upon the ground that it has been included in the final vote of the 
Senate on this subject. I now beg leave, Mr. President, to withdraw 


Mihe VICE-PR 
VICE-PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays having been ordered 
on this amendment, is there objection to its withdrawal? The Chair 
hears none. The question recurs on the original resolution reported 
from the Committee on Privileges and Elections npon which the yeas 
anë nag 2 have been ordered. Is the Senate ready for the question? 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, with the consent of my friend 
the Senator from Delaware I ask leave in justice to Governor Kellogg 
to send to the desk to be read a letter which I have received from him, 
with a request that it should be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The letter will be read if there be no 
objection. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

: Wasnixctox, D. C., November 29, 1877. 

Mr Dear Sin: I read in the Recorp of this morning the following extract from 
the speech of Senator HILL of yesterday : 

“Mr. HL. Iwill tell the Senator frankly what occurred before the 


committee on this very point. I said to the committee; } 
“*T will tell the committee frankly what Judgo has told me. Ho saya 
has recently learned that Governor Kellogg came in bya side-door and insisted 


room alone and insisted upon their receiving M aifidavits. I do not know 

how far this is true, nor how far it is not true; but were a friend of Governor 

„ the testimony being taken. I think it in- 

volves his character very seriously, and if he has done all in viow of fixing up 

F to the Senate he is not worthy of a scat in the 
ate," 

I can but think that Senator HILL is mistaken in attributing this statement to 
Judge Spofford. If, however, Judge Spofford made such statement, I pronou 
it absolutely untrue in every respect. 
relations with it, were more or less the subject of searching 1 
different congressional committees. The returning board, and I the 
clerks and attachés of the returning board, testified before these committees. No 
such fact was ever elicited. No such statement, so far as I know, has ever before 
been made, and I assert that it is impossible to procure a shred of reputable testi- 
mony to substantiate it. 

I in 8 with other presidential electors made a protest against the 
counting of certain in different parts of the State. This protest is of record 
and speaks for i statement that I interfered with or participated in the 
e returning board is untrue, 


W. P. KELLOGG. 


Mr. HILL. By the permission of the Senator from Delaware, I 
desire to say that that letter was handed to me by Judge Spofford 
a few moments ago. I had intended, if the opportunity presented, 
to have the letter read from the desk before the late vote was taken. 
Iam glad the Senator from New Hampshire has had it read, and I 
only regret he did not have it read sooner. It establishes clearly what 
I have tried to impress on the Sen that it makes a distinct issue 
of fact between Judge Spofford and Mr. Kellogg. I inferred and 
understood that when Mr. Kellogg rose in the committee when that 
fourth item was read and attempted to s , his intention was to 
make an issue with Mr. Spofford on that when he was stopped. Now, 
he makes that issue 3 ; he has gone into the paper, addressed 
a letter—I 8 e an open letter—to the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, in which ho says statement made is not true. Iam author- 


ized by Judge Spofford to say that it is true, and that all wo want to 

r “A 2 is . produce the e i my, nod we 
no prove every word charged is true, but wo will prove 

that infinite more is true. * 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President 

Mr. THURMAN. With the consent of the Senator from Delaware, 
he retaining the floor of course, I move that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. ; 

Mr. THURMAN, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDbuuxps.] If he were here, I should 
vote yea. Ido not know how he would vote. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I understand my colleague [Mr. Davis] is in the 
Capitol and expected here in a few minutes. I apie to have 
heard from him, The time of our pair has expired, and I understand 
he is in the Capitol. I therefore vote nay. 

Mr. CONKLING. A member of the Senate has so strong a wish 
to have an executive session for a short p that I vote yea. 

The result was announced—yeas 21, nays 31; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Beck, Cockrell, Conkling, Davis of West Virginia, Dennis, 
— Coens Gordon, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, Kernan, McCreery, Mo- 


cer, Teller, and Wa: 
Al 


BSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Bayard, Blaine, Davis of Illinois, Ed. 


g. 
F , G „ Hamlin, In Johnst $ 
re — — gala on, Lamar, McPherson, Maxey, 


Thurman, and Windom—2i. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1532) to provide a method for the settlement and 
adjustment of the accounts of the attorney of the United States for 
the District of Columbia, was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the J 1 6 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 59) anthorizing payment of em- 
ployé of the House of Representatives their salaries for time served 

y them during the present session of Congress without having taken 
the oath prescribed by law, was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

RECESS. 
„ I move that the Senate take a recess until seven 
cloc 

Several SENATORS. Half past seven. 

Mr. DORSEY. No, seven; two hours will be enough. 

Several Senators. Say eight. 

Other Senators. Half past seven. 

Mr. DORSEY. Well, I will say half past seven to accommodate 


gentlemen. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion that the 
Senate take a recess until half past seven o’clock. 

The motion was to; and (at four o’clock and -six min- 
utes p. m.) the Senate took a recess till half past seven o'clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at half past seven o'clock p. m. 
SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate resumes the consideration 
of the following resolution 

Mr. MER ON. Mr. President, I suggest that there isnot a quo- 
rum present. 

Mr. MITCHELL. There are plenty of Senators near the Chamber. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no objection a little delay 
will be had. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Yes, that will be best. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think there is a quorum present. It might be 
tested a calling the roll. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks there is a quorum 

nt on view. The Senate resumes the consideration of the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That William Pitt Ke is, upon the merits of the case, lawfully 
entitled to a seat in the Senato of tho United from the State of Louisiana for 
the term of six years, commencing on tho 4th day of March, 1877, and that ho be 
admitted thereto upon taking tho proper oath. 

The question is, will the Senate agree to the same, upon which the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. 55 the year 1870 the political af - 
fairs of the people of Louisiana have been frequently brought before 
the two Houses of Con: and it has become my duty upon many 
occasions to make careful inquiry into the affairs of that community. 
I felt it the more devolved upon me because there has not been sinco 
I have been a member of this body any man in the office of Senator 
from the State of Louisiana who truly, justly and fairly could be con- 
sidered a representative of the free will of that people. Since the 4th 
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of last March no one, whether a representative or a misrepresentative, 
has been upon the floor of this Senate entitled te speak for the people 
of that community; and to-night I should not ocenpy the time of the 
Senate and prolong this debate were it not for a conviction that I do 
most solemnly aver that in presenting such a resolution and proposing 
to seat William Pitt Kellogg as a Senator from Louisiana a blow more 
cruel and unjust is to be struck against the rights of that communit 

that even ever yet amid the many has been attemped. I do in all 
sincerity aver that I am shocked at such a proposition. I could not 


have believed that petey Go pra and exigency could ever have 
bine ay intelligent and honorable and able men to such a conclusion 
as t 


After the events of the last spring, after a wise and patriotic reso- 
Intion had induced the executive branch of this Government to take 
tho hand of military power off the throat of that people, after they 
had been suffered rr a by the withdrawal of that rude grasp to 
breathe once more freely, and, according to their nature, when peace 
hastened to hover once with her white wings over that State, I 
thought the time had at last come when the voice of her people, when 
tho action of her true government was about to be respected by all 
branches of the Government of the United States, and that reconcili- 
ation with the South upon the basis of the principles of simple justice 
had come indeed to be a py bhp Naren and most blessed fact; but, sir, 
this resolution most rudely disturbed my hopes, and it calls forth 
2 earnest and sincere expressions as I approach its considera- 
tion, 

And here upon the threshold of this discussion, let us disentangle 
and dissever the consideration of two totally distinct questions. For 
those who desire per fas aut nefas to see pie the will of the ee 
of the State of Louisiana overridden and their choice disregarded by 
the seating of Kell as one of their Senators and to tie his case to 
the fact of the election of the present President and Vice-President 
of the United States and to declare that, because under a law passed, 
as I conceive, in conformity to the Constitution of the United States, 
the electoral vote of the State of Louisiana was counted in favor of 
tho present incumbents of the two high offices to which I have alluded, 
therefore, as a 7 sequence, the election of the Legislature of 
that State must also be controlled by the decision of that tribunal. 
No more erroneous proposition in fact and in law was ever stated. 
The two cases have nothing which, in law, can bind them together 
or make the decision in one case in the slightest degree affect the 
decision in tho other. 

Authority for this shall be given to the Senate in the published 
opinions of two judges of the Supreme Court who formed part of the 
majority whieh gave the electoral votes of the State of Louisiana in 
favor of the present President and Vice-President of the United 
States; and it isa justinference that, had not these two judges from 
whose opinions I shall read extracts, Messrs. Bradley and Strong, 
averred themselves bound by the terms and condition of the law 
defining the powers of the two Houses of Congress to canvass the 
electoral vote, if they had felt themselves anthorized to do that 
which they declared it is the power and duty of each House of Con- 

ss to do in respect to the elections, qualifications, and returns of 
its own members, you, sir, would not to-day occupy the seat that you 
hold, nor would the present President of the United States occupy 
his, but both would be filled by gentlemen who were your op ents 


“es yen offices at the election which ended on the 7th day ovem- 
r last. > 
Let me read first from Mr. Commissioner Strong, at page 996 of the 


authorized edition by Congress of the proceedings of Congress and of 
the electoral commission : 


Now, certainly no ono can contend that tho direction that tho votes (that is, the 
votes of the appointed electors) shall bo counted in the presence of the Senate and 
House of Representatives is an express bestowal of power upon any body to inquire 
and determine whether a State canvass of the election of electors was correct or 
not. The framers of the Constitution well understood what waa necessary to con- 
fer upon Con or upon cithor House, power to canvass elections or returns, and 
the sub 71 did 75 > slain ia rareta ily: such 
granted; it was given in n language. 
elections, returns, and qualifications of its own members. No such language was 
nsed respecting electors, and for what ＋ RAN mo to be the est reason. Tho 
schome of the Constitution was to make appointment of electors exclusively a 
State affair, freo from interference of the legislative department of the Government, 
excepting only that was permitted to determine the time for choosing 
electors and the day on which they shall give their votes, with this limitation, that 
the day shall bo tho same throughout the United States. And it was ordained that 
no Senator or Representative shall be appointed an elector. 

Tho States, as such, were required to appoint, in such manner as their Legisla- 
tures might direct; the plain object of which was to make State governments, in 
tho matter of choosing a President, as independent as possible of any possible ac- 
tion by the General Government. 

It will, then, I think, be admitted that the power claimed for Con and of 
course for this commission, by the proponents of the evidence offered, has not 
been expressly granted, Is there any implication of such a grant? Iam unable 
to find it in tho Constitution. Ihave already remarked that when the grant of 
such a power was intended to be made it was given in unmistakable lan; „ex- 
presaly making eson Houso a judge of tho elections, returns, and qualitications of 

its members. © express in that case tends to repel the idea of an implied 
grant of the samo powor in any other. 


er was intended to bo 


And again— 
Dire. if we Sey 9 8 ee we shall be claiming and exerting the ex- 
er which gress would have e 
declared that Congress shall be the judge of the 
tions of presidential electors. 


if the Constitution had expressly 
elections, returns, and qualifica- 


Bradley, in the Louisiana case, which I wil 


House was made a judge “of the | be 


Mr. Justice Bradley, in delivering his opinion in the case of Florida, 
at page 1021 of the same book, states: 

It seems to me to be clear, therefore, that Congress cannot institute a scrutin 
into the a ent of electors by a State. It would be taking it out of the hands 
of the State, to which it properly belongs. This nover could have been contem- 
plated by the people of the States when they agreed to the Constitution. 

The case of elections of Senators and Representatives is different. The Consti- 
tution expressly declares that each House shall be the judge of the el 
returns, and qualifications of its own members.” No s power is given, 
none ever would have been given if proposed, over the election or tment of 
the presidential electors. 

And on the following page: 


This want of 8 over the subject makes it clear to my mind that 
two Houses of Co: 


appointment according to form prescribed by its laws. 


To a similar effect I find in the same volume the opinions of two 
other commissioners, Mr. Hoar, of Massachusetts, and Mr. GARFIELD, 
2 Ohio, kps taking the same ground and drawing the distinction as 
the two ju 

Now, its resident, is not the implication strong and escape from 
the inference impossible that, if thé same power and duty of scrutiny 
into the election of presidential electors had been given to the elect- 
oral commission representing all the powers of both Houses over the 
counting of electoral votes as was given to each House over the elec- 
tions of its own members, such a scrutiny would have been exercised 
as would have made the result which was arrived at an impossibility ? 

My attention is drawn by my friend from e (Mr. Beck] to 
a restatement of the same proposition at 7 , by Mr. Justice 
read: 


At all events, on one or two points I am ey clear: First, that the two 
Houses do not constitute a canvassing board for the purposo of investigating and 
deciding on the results of the election for electors in a State. The act of 
1800 carefully excluded any inquiry into the number of votes on which an elector 
was elected; and I think it cannot well be pretended that the Houses have power 
to go further into the inquiry than was proposed by that bill. Secondly, that the 
two Houses are not a tribunal or court for trying the validity of the e retarns 
and sitting in judgment on the legality of the proceedings in the course of the 
election. The two Houses, with only their constitutional jurisdiction, are neither 
of these things; though as to pyrene kom AARO and returns of their own 
members they are certainly the latter, having the right to judge and decide. 


I have said this much merely for the purpose of refuting that which 
it seems to me to have been a totally mistaken idea, that the judg- 
ment of that commission could in any degree, in law or in fact, touc 
the case now before us, for the reasons given by those whose votes 
controlled that most lamentable decision. The eight members of the 
commission said they could not inquire, they no power of seru- 
tiny, they must shut their eyes and blindly take that which was 
placed before them in the shape of certificates, and so decided against 
the protest and earnest argument of the seven who desired to seru- 
tinize and then decide according to the trath. I only refer to this 
case to separate it from the alliance in which, for the purpose of 
affecting the present consideration, those who would favor the prop- 
osition of the committee may desire to fix upon it. i 

The Congress which enacted the electoral-commission law has passed 
out of existence, and the law itself has expired by the terms of its 
own limitation. I believe its enactment was warranted by the Con- 
stitution of our Government, and that the great misfortune was that 
due execution of its provisions, in their letter and spirit, was refused 
by a bare majority of the commission who thus thwarted its just ob- 
ject and intent. But I then gave, at the proper time and place, all 
the opposition that my a powers could supply to prevent the re- 
sult which followed such a construction, and which I am now com- 
pelled to regard as a finality in law, and a decision which cannot be 
reversed during the term of office of these candidates who were un- 
der its forms declared to have been eleeted. In the forum of public 
opinion there is no such limitation or conclusion, and there such a 
decision will never be forgotten or overlooked. 

Therefore, it being in my judgment impossible to consider the case 
fore us as in an affected by the result of the action of the 
electoral commission, I proceed to consider the election of the Legis- 
lature of Louisiana on the 7th day of last November. It was an 
election for governor, lieutenant-governor, members of Con mem- 
bers of both branches of the Ganora Assembly of that State, and 
other State officers. There was but a single ballot used upon which 
were inscribed the names of the various candidates. 
son seventeenth article of the constitution of Louisiana requires 

at— 

tatives shall be chosen on tho first Monday in November two 
„32 suse Ds CODAU te soci: z eed 

The thirty-second article requires the election for senators to be 
held at the same time with the election for representatives; “and 
the election shall be completed in one day.” Under whose auspices 
the election was held, I shall presently show, and to whom was con- 
fided by the forms of law in that State the control of the entire 
machinery of election. But it was held, and under the language of 
the constitution it was to be “completed on that day.” No law 
by the Legislature of Louisiana can override her constitution, and 
that election, as it had been made in truth and in fact, when night 
closed on the 7th day of November, 1876, being completed could not 
be altered by anything that has happened since. That was the time 
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and the hour, and then it was N mye and we are here to-night 
bound to receive the results of what was done on that day; and 
whatever has been done since in violation of the election which was 
on that day completed we are bound to disregard and carry our eyes 
and our consciences back to that polar star of truth, what was the 
result of that completed election in Louisiana on the night of the 7th 
of November last? Who were then elected! 

But the anomalous fact was made known to us that two Legisla- 
tures claimed to have been elected. We know that two governors 
claimed to have been elected, each claiming to be v with the 
powers assigned to each office under the constitution and the laws of 
that State. Now, that is an impossibility. Thereis but one State of 
Louisiana; there can be but one lawful governor, there can be but 
one lawful Legislature. There never can be one instant of time in 
which two can lawfully coexist. By the laws of natural philosophy 
we know that as two bodies cannot occupy the same space at the 
same time, so by a law of political philosophy there cannot be a 
double occupation of the same office at the same time. One is the 
false and one is the true, and there can be no commingling, no joint 
occupancy. From the first to the last one is real and the otheris 

On the Ist of January, at twelve o’clock, m., a body of men whom 
I shall hereafter speak of as the Spofford legislature, taking the name 
of the claimant for the seat in the Senate, went to the State-house of 
Lonisiana to exercise their functions as members of the Legislature. 
When they reached the State-house they found it in the armed pos- 
session of metropolitan pol 190, piacon there by order of Governor 
Kellogg, the present claimant a seat in this Senate. They also 
founda y of armed United States troops in actual occupation 
of the same building, that is to say, in the practical occupation of the 
building, being placed in an adjoining structure, but with such access 
as made them absolutely there, The members endeavored to obtain 
entrance to their chambers of legislation. By armed force they were 

revented, and that armed force wasexercised underorders of Governor 
kello whose orders permitted no man to enter the legislative halls 
of Lou withoutsucha certificateashe pa Iyshouldapprove. 

So, the Governor of that State, who now e to be seated as a Sen- 
ator from that State, prevented by armed force the men who are shown 
by the returns to have been elected the lawful and only islature 
from entering upon their duties at the proper place provided by law, 
and that in this utterly unlawful and violent action he was sustain 
by the Executive power of the Government of the United States, using 
the 8 arm of the nation in violation of its Constitution and its 
laws. Failing to obtain entrance, the Spofford ee as I shall 
term them, obtained convenient quarters in a building known I think 
as St. Patrick’s Hall, in the city of New Orleans, and forthwith com- 
menced their sessions with open doors, and without having armed force 
of any nature to accompany their deliberations. The other body of 
men, whom I shall call the Kellogg legislature, favored by his per- 
sonal certificates, found ready through his armed forces and 
were placed, I was going to say in possession, but I would rather say 
in custody, within the State-house of Louisiana, surrounded by his 
armed bands and by the troops of the United States Government. 
This was on the 1st day of January, 1877. 

On the 8th of that same month Francis T. Pichotis wes; in the pres- 
ence of the legislative body sitting at Saint Patrick’s Hall, inaugu- 
rated as governor. On the same Mr. Packard was inaugurated 
as 1 in the presence of the other body of men known as the 
Kellogg legislature. From the day of Nicholls’s tion until 
this hour he has assumed the functions of the governor of that State. 
He has exercised the authority fully and completely in every particu- 
lar as bestowed by the constitution of Louisiana upon the holder of 
the office of governor. There never has been a day nor an hour since 
eoat 8, 1877, that such has not been the fact, and throughout the 
State there is to-day and there was from the day of his Ie 
a recognition by the great body of the le of that State of his right- 
ful . signified by their aeq mee peacefully in his exer- 
cise of it. Such from the Ist of January have been the executive and 
the legislative branches of the government of the State of Lonisiana. 
The General Assembly was in session from the Ist of January until 
some time in the month of April. They passed two hundred and five 
laws, which were approved by Governor Nicholls, which are in force 
to-day, zed and obeyed as the only laws passed during the 
last winter, from Eror an Hepler April, 125 any body of men within that 
State. I sent to-day to the Library of Congress an order for the acts 
of the Assembly of isiana forthe last year. They are in my hand. 
This volume contains them. There are none others. There is nowhere 
a record of any other laws, passed by the authority of the State of 
Louisiana during the same period, than these. It is a fact that her 
people obey them; it is a fact that every branch of the Federal Gov- 


ernment and of every State in the Union recognizes them; and their 
publication by authority of the State of Louisiana is as true as the 
that they are here in my hand for ocular inspection. 


Another act of that Legislature which it concerns us now most 
closely to scrutinize was commenced on the 9th day of Jannary last 
by a prelim ballot to choose a Senator of the United States for 
six years from the 4th of March last. The balloting commenced on 
the 9th of January, and was regularly continued until the 24th of 
April, and then terminated in the election of Henry M. Spofford as a 
Senator of the United States from Louisiana for the term of six years 
from the 4th of March last. 


I may here say, that according to the constitution of Louisian 
the senate con of thirty-six members, the house of one hun: 
and twenty members. A ority of each house constitutes a quo- 
rum, nineteen being requ for the Senate and sixty-one for the 
house. At the time of the election of Mr. Spofford, the journals of 
that i pos kept regularly and consistently from the commence- 
ment of its ons until the end, show that there were present one 
hundred and fifty-three members of both houses in joint assembly. 
The total number of a full joint assembly is one hundred and fifty- 
six. There were one hundred and fifty-three present and voting. 
Of those one hundred and fifty-three, Mr. gia received 140 votes, 
12 were voted blank, and 1 was cast for Mr. Wiltz. The three ab- 
sent members consisted of Cockerham, democrat, of Bienville, who 
had just died; Singleton, democrat, of Saint Landry, and Seveignes, 
85 58 2 Te) ete tie a eat 105 nee mnt 8 e ae 

uch, then, according to re y kept, which have 
been brought before the Senate ee examined, is the his- 
tory of the election of a United States Senator, receiving not the 
bare majority of the ate number of both houses convened to 
choose him, but receiving nearly a unanimous vote, for he received 
a large number of the republican votes as well as of the democratic 
votes. 

On the other hand, the body of men who by virtue of Governor Kel- 
logg’s certificates were admitted pass his ers and through his 
armed forces into the chambers of legislation of the State-house of 
Louisiana on the 10th day of January elected William Pitt Kellogg 
a United States Benator. That body passed during its entire exist- 
ence three acts of assembly, and the election of Kellogg may be called 
the fourth official act which they attempted. Where are those three 
acts? What were they? They were idle bredth, mockeries of laws, 
that went forth without authority and came back without respect. 
No one heeded them then, no one heeds them now. There is no trace 
of them, because they never had a legal basis for their existence. 
There is not to-day a man, woman, or child in the State of Louisiana 
or out of it that recognizes as binding one act of that Legislature so 
called. After a brief, fitful, strange, pretended existence it ceased 
to keep up the sham and farce any longer, and fifty-one of the men 
who sat in if went over to the Spofford legislature in Saint Pat- 
rick’s hall, took the oath of office as members of the General Assem- 
5 As the State of Louisiana, and proceeded to join in the ballot 
which resulted in the election of Mr. Spofford. We have heard much 
of testimony; many affidavits and depositions have been taken; but 
I put it to all reasonable men, what witnesses are there so entitled 
to influence the mind of doubting men or judges on this subject as 
the very i themselves? If they declare to you they were 
not members of the Legislature when they sat in the State-house 
voting for Kellogg or voting to pass these three sham laws, who 
knew it so well as they and who so competent to bear testimony of 
the fact as they ? Out of their own mouths, by their own act, by the 
solemn peaking of this oath of office, they p: imed to Louisiana, to 
the world, and to this Senate that they never were members of a legis- 
lature according to law until they took the oath of office and enrolled 
themselves in the body that elected Henry M. Spofford. Why did 
they do this? That is a question of motive which is hard to answer; 
but that they did it in in safety; that they did it without 
the proof of one fact which shows they were under duress or co- 
ercion to do it, I do not think will be denied. So I say that pre- 
tended legislature of Kellogg gave up the ghost of a government 
which they had affected to create, and confessed before the light of 
sd that when they entered the Spofford legislature and took their 
official oaths they were then for the first time acting under the laws 
and in accordance with the election which had been held on the 7th 
of November previous. 

Mr. President, as I have said, if the legislature which thus elected 
Mr. Spofford was the true Legislature of that State, it ends and log- 
ically ends the consideration of this question, because there can be 
but one lawful Legislature; two cannot exist. There is nothing in the 

ent that for a moment there was a lawful lature on the 
10th of January in the State-house that elected Kellogg. It could 
not be if at_any time the legislature which elected Mr. Spofford was 
the lawful re of that State, simply because there cannot be 
two. It is a fact which is admitted by the report of the majority of 
the committee, and which I do not think has been denied or will now 
be denied, that on the face of the original returns of the election b 
the commissioners of election of the votes cast at the polls on the 7t 
of November last there never was at any instant of time a lawful 
quorum of members elected in the legislature that voted for Mr. Kel- 
logg, and that, on the contrary, there never was a time ora day after 
the organization and during the sessions of the ! ure that voted 
for Mr. Spofford, but that it did contain a constitutional quorum of 
the men who, by the actual returns of the election which was com- 
leted on the night of the 7th of November, were duly elected mem- 
ate of the General Assembly. 

The constitution of the State of Louisiana provides in article 103 

that the “ privilege of suff. shall be supported by laws regulating 


elections,” and article 2 of the bill of rights provides that— 


ee yer without regard to race, color, or previous condition, born or natu- 
in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, and residents 
of this State for one year, are of „ shall 
enjoy the samo civil, political, and public rights and privileges, and be subject to 
the same pains and penalties. 
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Tf, then, article 2 guarantees equal rights and Leiden ee the right 
to vote includes the right to have the vote counted. Then the ques- 
tion to be considered in its substance by the Senate is whether under 
the forms of law this essential right so carefully guarded by the con- 
stitution of that State shall be reduced to a mere sham and annulled 
by laws passed in pretended regulation of that right. The forty-sixth 
article of the second title distinctly requires that “returns of all 
elections for members of the Gensel Assembly shall be made to the 
secretary of state.” What is meant by the “returns of all elections” 
for members of the General Assembly? Returns of elections, not re- 
turns made by a board, but the return of an election; and I submit, 
it to the common sense of every man that if the returns shall not be 
of the “ election,” it is not a performance of this constitutional re- 
quirement. What is election? Election is choice. By whom? By 
the voters. How indicated? By their ballots, If you will return 
his “election” you must return his ballot or the true statement of 
that ballot. Otherwise we have no return of his election. The con- 
stitution of Louisiana and the intent of this Government was that 
the election should be the choice of the people, and whichever way 
that choice in fact was made so must the incumbency of office and 
power go. The words are not difficult to understand. They have a 
simple and well-ascertained meaning, not only in Louisiana but all 
over the United States. 

The election by the people means the choice by the people and the 
returns of the election means the return of theirchoice. Then when 
this constitution required that all the returns of elections for mem- 
bers shall be made to the secretary of state, I ask how can you justify 
an act of assembly that shall change those words and that meaning 
and declare that the returns shall not be of the election but shall be 
of the canvass by the returning board? On this subject there has 
been debate in this body. In 1875, when Pinchback was struggling 
for a seat here under a certificate made out for him by a 3 
board, or rather by a Legislature returned by the returning board, 
Mr. EDMUNDS, of Vermont, said, after reading that portion of the 
constitution of Louisiana to which I have referred: 


In the light of that can any Senator stand up here and say that he 
believes that the word“ as used in that constita: n, Means or can mean 


any other thing than the local official pay taken at tho time in gag’ Pet pur dis- 
trict and precinct of the State, and that in Louisiana, as I beliovo in and 
certainly in Vermont Massachusetts and many other 8 the votes of the 


people taken on the same day and before a thousand different officers in different 
places are by a statement to be scaled up and transmitted to the sovereign power 
of the State, that by them, and not by any jadgment of any intervening authority, 
the original evidence of what the will of people has been shall ve examin- 
ation, and that by them the result shall bo declared! 

Tf that be not so, then one of the chief securities, as this sad erent ye Louisiana 
shows, of Lge gean law and order under the law has been lost, for if the original 


other parts of are not the safest reposi of the prima facie (if I ma 
nse such 8 rase) result of an election, then it is impossible to conceive what 
the safest, it must be seen thore is less opportanity for fraud, less 
opportunity for falsehood and for commotion, if you take what the o in their 
separate districts have f= as tho vote, counted under their own eye, certified by 
their own officer, of taking the pys a a body of men together 
at the capital— 

That is, the returning board— 
who are to take these returns, ed under the constitution, and to bring ont 


forward: 
from them what they declare to bo the true result, which is the only paper u 
which the Legislature is to act. * 7: oe 


> * * * * 
Let na proceed to find what returns TTT 


Now, I say when the constitution of Louisiana used this plain lan- 
guage, that the returns of members of the General Assembly shonld 
be made to the secretary of state, they meant the returns of elections, 
not the returns of a board of canvassers or a returning board. Is it, 
in other words, the certificate handed in by the board of officers at a 
central point in the State that is to be obeyed, or is it the voice of 
the people of Louisiana, expressed by ballot at the polls, which is to 
govern their State and choose their rulers? 

By the journal of the proceedings of the committee and the testi- 
mony taken before it, it is shown that at no time was there a quo- 
rum of persons elected according to the returns of the election in 
the Legislature which voted for Kellogg. That is a fact. At no time 
was there a quorum in either body or both bodies of men who voted 
for Kellogg who, according to the returns of election which the con- 
stitution required to be sent to the secretary of state, had been elected 
to the Legislature of Louisiana. 

In November, 1872, it pleased the Legislature of Louisiana to pass 
a law creating a returning board, overriding the provisions of the 
constitution, changing the substance of the State’s government, and 
obliterating the slightest pretense of a republican form in that com- 


munity. By this act it was ordained: 
That all elections for State, officers, members of the General 
Assembly and for members of O 1 be held on the first Monday in No- 


vember; and said elections shall be styled the general elections. They shall be 


held in the manner and form and subject to the regulations hereinafter prescribed, 


and in no other. 
Sec. 2. Be it further That five persons, to be elected by the senate from 


enacted, 
all tical parties, shall be the returning officers for all elections in the State, a 
pp lo le tN it gi power to make the 


They were“ to make the returns.” What does that mean under this 
law? That they were to make the elections? For it is just what is 
claimed. Here was a constitution proposing 52 carry on that govern- 
ment upon the basis of universal su: It wasto be by the votes 
of all the ap gee fit and unfit. Now, when they used the words 
“election” and “returns” as synonymous and give a board of five 
men the power to “make the return,” they meant to say they shall 
“make the election;” and that is called a law in accordance with the 
constitution of that State or the theory of republican government. 


Then it provides further: 
or otherwise, by either of the 


by death, resignation, 
board, then the vacancy shall be filled by the residue of the board of returning 
election, before entering on their 
duties, take and su be to the following oath, &. 

I will read that oath presently. Here we find that to five men was 
delegated this extraordinary power. They were to be five in num- 
ber, and they were to be chosen from “all political parties.” Itisa 
fact known to the Senate and the country that for more than two 
years a vacancy had existed in that board which they refused to fill, 
and that vacancy caused the board to be represented ony oy men of 
the republican party; so that the board was deficient in numbers 
and it was defeccive in composition. And it is also a fact that efforts 
were made time and again by the democratic party, and always in 
vain, to have recognition upon that board. It was refused, not once, 
but a dozen times, 

So now in a State professing to be . and the United States 
being required to guarantee to each State a republican form of gov- 
ernment, you find a board which can make returns, make elections, 
perpetuate itself forever, because you may be sure that such a power 
once held would never be relinquished, and that no Le ture would 
ever be returned by that that would repeal such a law or put 
its members out of office. They would protect themselves nst 
that, and no reformation was possible. It was a close corporation of 
the most dangerous kind, and armed with powers utterly inconsistent 
with a republican form of government. Under such a power elec- 
tions were useless forms; to use the language of the Senator 
from Vermont, you might as well begin your tion at once with 
the teaming board when they had the power to make the returns of 
it; but still it was a board created by a statute. 

Now what is the rule, the well-known rule as to the regulation of 
statutory proceedings? It is clear that “one or more persons assum- 
ing to exercise a special 8 outside and apart from their 
general jurisdiction must show, in order to sustain their jarisdiction 
that they were acting in a case clearly within the statute, aud t 
it strictly pursued its statutory authority.” 

Chief-Justice Marshall said, in the case of Thatcher vs. Powell, in 
6 Wheaton ; 

whore a court exercises an extraordinary pore under 
ing its course, we think that coarse t to be 
observed and those facts which give ought to appear in order to show 
roceedings are coram judice. Without this act o aasembly the order for 
made by the sherif. ‘This report gives the court Juridiction, and without ie te court 
is as powerless as if the eet nnd corer, been passed. pd 

This is a rule too familiar to be questioned; and here let me speak 
of its recognition by an authority that once was high, and I presume 
is still high, with the gentlemen on the otber side of this C ber, 
On the 10th of February, 1873, Mr. Morton, from the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, submitted a report on the subject of Lonis- 
iana affairs. Referring to the statute creating this returning board, 
his report says : 

The statute of Louisiana authorizes the supervisors of registration in the 
ishes, or the commissioners of election, to make det ta regard to aed rok onl 
tumult, fraud, or bribery by which a fair clection has been prevented, which shal 
be forwarded to the returning board, along with the returns, and npon which the 
returning board may t the vote of spall ie making the count; and if the evi- 
dence of the officers of the election is not sufficient to satisfy the minds of the 
returning board to send 


ing 
persons and papers 


There is another definition of the authority of this returning board. 
I read from a report of a Committee of the House of Representatives, 
made in 1875. After reciting the statute to which I have referred, this 
repert says: 

Upon this statute we are all clearly of opinion that the returnin 
right 8 t to can vass and compile the returns whi 
made to them by officers, except in cases where were accompanied 
by the certificates of the supervisor or commissioner provided in the third section. 
28 TTT prakaito 

tum . of the es interested in the 
in New Orleana at a distance from the: place of voting: and without notice, could 
n New at a distance © 0 = 
decide the right of persons claiming to be elected. 

That is the language which I find used by GEORGE F. Hoar, WILL- 
IAM A. WHEELER, and WILLIAM P. FRYE. Now this board having 
statutory jurisdiction, and conceding for the sake of the argument 
that it was warranted by the constitution of the State, let me for one 


board had no 
were lawfully 
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moment draw the attention of the Senate as to what was their duty. 
They were to assemblo in New Orleans “ ten days after the closing of 
the election ;” they were “ to canvass and compile” what? 

The statement of votes made by the commissioners of election, and make returns 
of the election to the secretary of state. 

The yery oath of office of these returning-board men provides: 

I, A B. do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and diligently per- 
form the duties of a returning officer as prescribed by law; that I w: oe 
and honestly canvass and compile the of the votes, and make a true 

the election; so help me God. 

Section 3 provides that— 

The officers shall observe the following order: They shall frst 
Pin ree: g ey compile 

Which means the statements of the commissioners of election— 
from all polls eee a a have 8 free, and 
peaceable er an. or vol -place there 
shall be pein pa the RINDAN ot any i £ vay 


supervisor of 
of election, in form as nired by section 26 of this act, on affidavit of three or 
more citi dation, armed 


lizens, ofany fot, tomult, acts of violence, intimi 

bribery, or corrupt influences, which prevented, or tended to prevent, a fair, free, 
and peaceable vote of all qualified electors entitled to vote at such poll or a 
place, snch returning officéra shall not canvaas, count, or compile the statement of 
votes from such re or yoting-place until the statements other polls or 
voting places shall have been canvassed and compiled. 

They then shall “proceed to investigate the statements of riot, 
tumult, acts of violence,” &c.; “and if from the evidence of such 
statement they shall be convinced that such riot, 1 eee 
not materially interfere * * * or did not prevent a sufficient num- 
ber of qualified voters thereat from registering or voting, * * then 
and not otherwise” they “shall canvass and compile the statement 
of votes from such poll or yoting-place with those previously can- 
vassed and compiled.” 

And farther, if they “shall be convinced that said riot, tumult, 
acts of violence, did materially interfere with the purity and freedom 
of the election,” they shall exclude that poll from their returns : 

z That any porao interested in ssid election by reason of being a candi- 
date for office shall be allowed a hearing before said returning officers upon makin 1 
je at erga within the time allowed for the forwarding of the returns of sai 
CC! . 


Now turning over to section 26 of the act which provided for the 
statements by’ su isors or commissioners, what do we find? “That 
if any parish, precinct, ward, city, or town, in which during the time 
of registration, or revision of registration, or on any day of election, there 
shall be any riot, tumult, acts of violence, &c., it shall be the duty 
of the commissioners,” if those acts occur on the day of election, or 
of the supervisor of registration if the acts occurred during the time 
of registration, “ to make in duplicate and under oath a clear and full 
statement of all the facts relating to these disturbances,” do. 

Which statement shall also be corroborated under oath by three respectable 
citizens, qualified electors of the parish. When such statement is made by a com- 
missioner of „ora supervisor of registration, he shall forward it in dupli- 
cate to tho supervisor of registration of the parish, if in tho city of New Orleans to 


the secretary of stato, one copy of which, if made to the supervisar of tration. 
sball be forwarded by him TO the returning officers provided = in section 2 


statement shall be so annexed to bis returns of elections by 
ro ah i of registra’ * 

80 

the use of the district attorney. 


I may here remark that it was by the duplicate originals of the 
statement of the votes cast, and which escaped the manipulations of 
the returning board by being deposited in the office of the clerks of the 
parishes, that the true “returns of the elections” were ascertained. 
Then section 43 provides when these duplicate lists shall be made 
and within what time they shall be forwarded; and that time is 
“ within twenty-four hours after the closing of the polls.” So, then, 
without ing any further into the consideration of this law, it will 
appear that the returning board can only examine charges that are 
made within a certain time, by certain officers, and authenticated in 
a certain mode; and that until such charges shall have been so pre- 
sented to them they have no authority whatever to take notice of 
any other allegations whatsoever affecting the election ; that unless 
the statute under which they act shall give them the prescribed an- 
thority they can exercise none in the premises.. If they do so then 
the result is to render their proceedings absolutely void. 

Now, sir, did the returning board, according to facts known to 
every member of this Senate, control its action in any way by the 
provisions of the statute which gave it being? They laughed them 
to scorn, I have here a se ps ye report of their entire proceed- 
ings in public session, and I simply say that in no respect were 
the requirements of that statute followed by them. There was not 
a single case where a complaint which authorized their investigation 
of alleged acts of tumult or disorder certified to in accordance with 
the law of the State, under which alone they could have authority 
for making examination. Did they “canvass and compile the state- 
ments of the commissioner of elections” according to their oath and 
the direction of the law? I will let their chairman, Madison Wells, 
speak on that point. Iread from page 121 of the stenographic ro- 
port of the proceedings of the Louisiana returning board on the can- 
vass of the returns of the election held November 7, 1876. The 
parish of East Baton Rouge was taken up. The commissioners re- 
turned that the tally-sheets were locked up in the ballot-box by “a 
mistake,” and the supervisor made no return of the vote at certain 
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polls, but he did make a partial statement of the votes. The state- 
ments of the commissioners of election and all the papers required 
to be canvassed and compiled were locked up in these boxes. 

Mr, MeGloin said on be of the contestants: A 

But the bey ia very lain on. tek question, Mr, Peder Be bap default of the 
hens the ht to 5 host „ re * ee Xote See yon 

ELIS, Omen: before 

us? We must tako the cesarean 6 — eee "The gerd 


è board has authority to do 
having used these returns from tho supervisor, 
ean the board supplement them with any other returns? 

eee ‘he law requires you to canvass the vote from the commissioners’ 


ts. 

Governor WELLS. I differ with you as to this. The medium of communication 
between the commissioners and the board of canvassers is the supervisor, and all 
statements must come through the supervisor of registration of the parish. I have 
stated before that his return is pri facie of the result of the election. 
Hence we cannot go behind return. 


evidence 
We must take that as evidence and the 
guide for our decision. 

This was a clear disregard of the law creating the board. They 
were sworn to “canvass and compile the statements of the commis- 
sioners of elections,” and they tell you they will canvass and compile 
none, but look to other papers which they were not at liberty to can- 
vass pat 3 At page 124 the same thing is stated. Said Gov- 
erner Wells: 


The board has already decided that they will not receive any returns ox: 


t from 
the supervisors of registration. The court has said that the returning- should 


not receive any returns except from the properly-constituted officers, and the. 
tried to com: this bond to recel ve returas irom other pastics by mandamne. id 


It is true that after that, and in a case that was not so convenient 
to him, Governor Wells modified that and said the statements of votes 
of the commissioners would be taken into consideration, but said Mr. 
Gauthreaux, of counsel : 

But the Chair has just stated that the board will be guided reports 
visors af essotion rind as possible, I would like to know 11 tho ee 


plated examining the statement of votes of the co 


What was tho result of all this? They were held by no law; they 
openly tell you that they were restrained by none of these provisions 
of the statute; and the result was that they did make the returns, 
and they made the elections, and they suppressed 15,000 democratic 
votes as they were returned to according to the statement of 
the commissioners of election, and they suppressed 3,000 republican 
votes, suppressing over 12,000 more democratic votes than they did 
republican votes, thus changing the entire result of the election. The 
parish supervisors of registration, purely ministerial officers, to whom 
there is not one particle of judicial power confided by this law, under- 
took to actin the same way, and they suppressed some 3,000 or 4,000 
votes. The face of the returns shows that there had been in round 
numbers a majority of about 6,000 votes in favor of the Spofford legis- 
lature cast at the pous: The supervisors of registration, without the 
least color of authority, without any man to-day being able to pro- 
duce one line or inference of law to warrant such an act, omitted 
from their statements about one-half the majority that appeared of 
the returns sent to them by the commissioners. of election by sup- 
praen returns altogether; and, having so reduced the jority 

‘or the grit legislature to about 3,000 votes, the returning d 
then took it in hand and finished the villainy, and turned a majority 
of 3,000 over into a majority of about 6,000 the other way. And all 
this is in the face of a constitution which declares that the “returns 
of the elections for members of the General Assembly shall be made 
2 the secretary of state,” to be by him delivered to the speaker of the 

ouse. 

There was another clause of the constitution of Lonisiana that, it 
seems to me, should clearly exclude the returning board from the 
exercise of such powers, and that is the ninety-fourth article, which 
prohibits the exercise of judicial power from_ being conferred “on 
any other officers than those mentioned in this title,’ who are the 
judges of certain enumerated courts; and it provides that— 


In ar ote where such officers shall assume jurisdiction over other matters than 
may ariso under police com- 
. to an action of d 

party injured or his heirs; and a verdict in favor of the party inj 
acto, operate a vacation of the office of said officer. 

Why, Mr. President, all exercise of “judicial power” is clearly 
prohibited to this board; but what shall we say, not of the exercise 
of a power of judgment after hearing, but of a power to disfranchise 
a whole community, twenty-two parishes, sixty-odd polls, sixty-odd 
returns from those polls, the votes of eighteen d citizens com- 
pletely set aside without hearing or notice. Judicial power implies no- 
tice and trial. In this case the most cruel punishment was inflicted 
Spon thousands of citizens, taking from them their dearest birth-right, 
the right to participate in their own government, without trial, or 
hearing, or notice. Had it been done by the highest tribunal of the 
State, every just man would have shrunk back aghast at the spec- 
tacle., It never could havo been respected where civilization pre- 
vailed, even had they the color of jurisdiction. But what are you to 
say when this wholesale destruction of the dearest rights of a people 
is accomplished without notice, without hearing, without proof, and 
in the very teeth of the law under which the parties assumed to act? 
Why, sir, as an example of lawless usurpation, there is nothing like 
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it, to my knowledge, in history. There have been systems overthrown 
by force; there have been systems overthrown by corruption; but 
never was there so unholy and shameless a spectacle of a govern- 
ment overthrown by machinery pretended to be exercised under its 
authority and in its defense. 

Mr. President, I said something of the circumstances under which 
the people of Lonisiana went into this election, and they largely 
affect the present claimant who is recommended by the majority of 
this committee. There is a rule of law that forbids a man to take 
advan of his own wrong, and no court of justice its its vio- 
lation. Never did this rule more need application t in this case 
where William Pitt Kellogg claims a seat in the Senate of the United 
States as the result of his own most tious use of power in Loni- 
siana. There is not to-day a man in the United States so msible 
for the crimes and the wrongs aud the sufferings in that State as 
William Pitt Kellogg. I have some 3 for this—not of those 
who are op to him in politics. Ih on this floor a speech 
from a republican member of the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, delivered on the 4th of March, 1874, Mr. Carpenter, of Wiscon- 
sin, and this is what he said of Louisiana then: 

And yet we know that under that gross of a Federal judge this Leg- 


islature was o; ‘ized by a mandamus and an injunction, and then, under the pro- 
tection of organization and in a State-house held by Federal troops, this 
Kellogg government was inaugurated and set up; and that present is to-day 
1 United States troops. The peace of that State is to-day preserved at 
tho expense of the Union. 

Iwas in New Orleans last May; and, conversing with officers of the Army high 
in authority, they assured me that, in their — Rad if the Federal troops were 
withdrawn from that State the Kellogg ernment could not stand a week. I 
know that Mr. Kell was of a differen He thought he could defend 
himself and maintain his nd without Federal support; bat nobody else seemed. 

that I heard in that city, that, 


to think so. And it is my ef, founded rte ae all 
if the Federal were even now wi wn, his government would be over- 
thrown by the peo 


The Kellogg government rests to-day not upon the ascertained result of the 
election, but upon a canvass confessed to be fraudulent and void, and the support 
given to it by the Federal Government. 


And in the same speech further on, in reply to a question by Mr. 
Norwood, a Senator from Georgia, Mr. Carpenter said: 


Mr. Norwoop. I understand that. Iam merely asking the Senator whether 
he thinks it is better to order a new election than to have those put in power whom 
the returns show were elected. 

Mr. CARPENTER. If I believed that McEnery was in fact elected at that elec- 
tion, the logic of the situation would dictate that Con; if that were necessary, 

í pines, d do not Valleys that the 
n the 


resenting his government and as for re-election; so 
that in this case and under the circumstances of this case I do not see how any 
other remedy can be ed than to send the matter back to the people. 
Mr. Bayanp. May I ask the Senator a question “ 
Mr. CARPENTER. nly. 
Mr. Barany, The Senator used the phrase just now that McEnery had abdi- 


cated as 22 of Louisiana. Was not thata compu abdication? Was it 
o 


not that ho abdicated under the com g power of Federal alone? Was 
there any voluntary abdication? as it nota mere act of that compelled 
him to from exercising the duties of his office? 

Mr. CARPENTER. e that is true; but still the fact exists. The Mo- 
Enery government, as they call it, is no government to-day, and it never has been 
one. Lam not considering why it was not, but simply dealing with the facts. It 
would be better to say he surrenderd than that he abdicated. But it is not today 
133 de facto, vx g any governmental powers whatever; and its mem- 

are asking for a 


There are other authorities from the republican side, Let me 
read from a report made to the House of Representatives in 1875: 
The American people are now brought face to face with this condition of things: 


In the State of Louisiana there is a governor in office who owes his seat to the In- 
terference of the national power 


That was Governor Kellogg— 


ment of 
order of a 


have been established in power by another interference of the Nationa Vern- 
ment, and which majority derives its title, not from any legal ascertainment of the 
facts, but from the certificates of a returning board which has misconceived and 
exceeded its legal authority. 


Whose language is that, Mr. President? That of GEORGE F, Hoar 
WILLIAM A. WHEELER, and WILLIAM P. FRYE. Why, Mr. President, 
the powers given to the governor of Lonisiana under the cunning 
network of legislation woven around the liberties of the people, were 
such as gave him more tery Pores than almost any monarch 
upon earth. He held the reins in his own hands, and his first 
power was the appointment of a registrar who should register, and 
who alone could register, every voter in that State; who had power 
at will to strike off or put on whom he pleased, and whom a cunning 
law, devised in the interest of fraud, forbade the judicial arm to 
check or control. 

Sir, an ment was made before the electoral commission by one 
of the most distinguished jurists of this country, a man venerable for 
his years, eminent for bis learning, and respected every where for his 

at moral worth. When John A. Campbell, an ex-judge of the 
upreme Court of the United States, was ing this case he de- 
scribed the condition of Louisiana and the dangerous power given 
by law to the governor of the State, I will ask the Secretary to read 
for me the passage I have marked. ; 
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pervising registrar, The supervising 

or admit any voter on the list. The law, as you will perceive, pro- 
bits man us, 1 or any interference of the courts with his functlo 
and bes that his judgment shall 

of giving a vote. That su of 


to take the vote from the hands of the voter, and it is a crim or any- 
body else to touch the vote in its from the voter's hand into the box. 

are hundred, then, mem the su’ "s party distributed over the 
different polls 


as many as “one or 
jundred. t rah anrai Daea e 


undred persons. 

In addition to this the United States court in New Orleans appointed sixteon hun- 
dred supervisors : two foreach In addition to that the marshal of the district 
appointed eight hundred deputies for New Orleans and fifteen hundred deputies 
for the country, to attend the polls in the country. In addition to that, er the 
opinion of the Attorney-General of the United States, large detachments of the 
Army were placed in various parts of the States, so that they might be “ bystand- 
ers,” I think was the lan; of the opinion, to serve as a sort of posse comitatus 
in the event that the should find any use for that sort of assistance. 


Mr. BAYARD. This power of registration is there stated and the 
urisdiction, by a man whose word will be received every where, from 
is knowledge of the subject of which he was speaking and from 
his personal character, and it showed how completely the whole con- 
trol of the elections was bronght into the hands of this one man, 
now the candidate asking to be seated in this body. The vote of no 
citizen of Louisiana could touch the hand of any man on its wa: 
to the ballot-box except that man was appointed by Governor Kel- 
logg. He could put on the list whom he pleased and could take off 
the list whom he pleased. If frauds were to be committed at the 
ballot-box they could only be committed by the instruments and the 
appointees of this same Governor Kellogg. 
he registration of voters of Louisiana was a shocking fraud 
always in favor of the party from whom the registrar was chosen. 
Some figures here it may be worth while to read. The State census 
of 1875, giving for Orleans parish the proportion of citizens to u- 
lation, states that 43,712 foreign-born popolano ielded 14,984 o ti- 
zens, while 102,000 native white popa ation yielded 13,923 citizens 
and 57,647 colored population yielded 15,485 citizens; and it is upon 
2 a system of calculation as this that they made up their regis- 
on. 

But, Mr. President, go a little further. Judge Campbell stated in 
my hearing, and it is reported in this volume, that on the 30th day 
of October, 1876, ten thousand warrants were issued by one of the 
commissioners of the United States which were served upon ten thou- 
sand white democrats of the city of New Orleans, well-known citi- 
zens, charging them with having falsely registered two years before ; 
that those ten thousand warrants were served and red lines were 
drawn around the names of those white voters in the registration- 
list and the persons named thus disfranchised. The warrants were 
issned upon the affidavit of two policemen. The unfortunate citi- 
zens thus disfranchised on the eve of a most important election rushed 
to the commissioner who had issued the process, who sitting twelve 
hours a day and trying them with great rapidity heard thirteen hun- 
dred and sixty-five and discharged thirteen hundred and sixty on 
sight But what became of the other eighty-seven hundred men f 
They were disfranchised at the election of 1876, and that was done b. 
the appointees of Governor Kellogg, who claims now to profit by suc 
an infamous transaction. 

And here is a circular issued by Mr. D. J. M. A. Jewett, the secre- 
tary from the headquarters of the republican party of Louisiana: 

UARTERS REPUBLICAN PARTY OF LOUISIANA, 


Rooms JOIST COMMITTEE ON CANVASSING AND REGISTRATION, 
Mechanics’ Institute, September 25, 1876. 


Dran Sir: It is well known to this committee that, from examination of the cen- 
he wi aay are ͤ ĩðV“ cian AAE aE e opan majority 


ted to register and vote the full strength of the republican party 


tion by the next State administration will depend upon your doing 
your full duty in the premises, and you will not be held to have done your full duty 
unless the republican registration in your parish reaches 2,200 and republican 
vote is at least 2,100, 

All local candidates and committees are directed to aid you to the utmost in ob- 
taining the result, and „ and will be afforded you; but you must 
obtain the results called for herein without fail. Once obtained, your recognition 
will be ample and generous. 

Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 


You are ex 


D. J. M. A. JEWETT, 
Secretary. 


SUPERVISOR OF REGISTRATION, 
Parish of Assumption, Louisiana. 


Why, Mr. President, the frauds committed under this system of 
registration, wholly under the control of Governor Kellogg by hia 
individual appointees, are perfectly monstrous and shocking; and I 
may here zor to the testimony taken by the Morrison committee to 


786 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


- NOVEMBER 30, 


show that men came forward and confessed that they had raised the 
number of registered voters where they desired them to be added to 
or had cut down where they desired that they should be lessened. 

But there has been a cry that all this fraud, this wrong, this dis- 
franchisement, these unconstitutional and arbitrary laws, this law- 
less action is justified by the intimidation and violence that reigned 
throughout the State. Ab, Mr. President, I do not deny there were 
cases of intimidation; I do not deny there was much violence ; but I 
ask in the language of an eloquent counsel before the electoral com- 
mission, „Can you staunch blood with fraud?” Can yon set off one 
great crime by committing another? Can yon, in the name of honest 
government, permit snch results to crystallize themselves into the 
success of the chief villain of them all? 

Mr. President, as to intimidation, it is difficult to account for it. 
There were, according to the statement of Judge Campbell, seventy- 
five hundred persons, every one of them the appointee of Governor 
Kellogg, on the day of election with power of arrest and armed 
force to protect the voters of that State ; and added to that there was 
a large body of United States troops stationed at different points 
designated by Kellogg. Still I do not doubt there was violence, nor 
that there was intimidation; but I do submit that where such things 
are ch: there should be trial in the ordinary and usual forms 
that shall separate the guilty from the innocent, and that you shall 
not for the sake. of punishing a number of desperadoes disfranchise 
a whole community of men who have violated no law and are simply 
craving the boon of an honest and fair government. 

My friend from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] reminds me of that, which 
of course the Senate knew, that every branch of power in the State 
was in the hands of Mr, Kellogg and his party, courts, juries, prose- 
cuting officers, the power of pardon, all were in their hands. But 
there shall not come from me at any time here or elsewhere palliation 
and excuse for lawlessness or crime, 

There fell from the bps ss the Senator from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Hoar] the other day a charge that amazed me. I am sorry that I do 
not see him in his place. I understood him to say in response to the 
Senator from North Carolina, now detained from his seat by illn 
[Mr. RansoM,] that of all these wrongs and acts of violence an 
crimes committed in the southern country not one had been con- 
demned by any member of the democratic party except one distin- 
guished gentleman who is now deceased, 

Mr. President, it did seem to me almost incredible that a gentleman of 
high intelligence and ability and character should have been tempted 
to make so unjust a remark. And he did not make it here for the 
first time; for I think I may owe to his attention a pamphlet con- 
taining a speech delivered by him as presiding officer of a republican 
convention in Massachusetts in which the same charge was contained. 

Why, Mr. President, how blinded by prejudice, how strangely 
warped from all sense of justice by partisan feeling, mnst be that 
mind which can so assail more than one-half of his fellow-country- 
men. Can it be that because wo shall differ in political opinion and 
my conscience lead me to ally myself with a party of one name ashe 
with a party of another, can it be that my heart has no echo to the 
appeal of justice and humanity? It is unreasonable and unjust, 
Such charges cannot be made with safety to the reputation of the 

entleman who makes them, and they certainly cannot be warranted 
os his cooler and calmer reflection. Why, sir, it is proverbially at 
all times difficnlt to prove negatives; but I should rather seek to 
challenge the fact that I, or those with whom I act on this floor or 
in either branch of Congress, or that still wider brotherhood of polit- 
ical faith to which I belong, have ever failed to call wrong wrong, 
whether inflicted upon a political friend or a political foe. How 
could it be that we should profit by these wrongs? How could we 
profit by these wrongs? Why, sir, it is the reiteration of theso false 
charges, as many times I believe them to be, which has formed the 
whole stock in trade of some politicians and has prejudiced many 
most excellent but mistaken people into believing that really there 
was a party in the United States which had for one of its elements 
of success brutality, cruelty, as a constant source of party advantage. 

It is not necessary to produce the records of speeches that I and 
my political associates have so often made in this body for evidence 
of denunciation, unqualified and unsparing, of these outrages and 
wron If it will not fatigne the Senate 1 will ask my honorable 
friend from Kentucky to read from the last report made to this body 
more than a year ago by my honorable friend from Indiana [Mr. Mc- 
DONALD] and myself, after we had spent sad and weary months in 
Mississippi listening to all that could be bronght to fix crime as a 
general charge npon the white people of that State. 

Mr. BECK as follows: 

Having thus stated the limitations upon the power of Congress, which a respect 
for the Constitution of our Government and to the decisions of its highest judicial 
tribunal has dictated, we cannot refrain from an expression of our abhorrence and 
hearty reprobation of 83 act of lawl and so often brutal, interference with 
the rights of citizenship which were related by witnesses in our presence. 

Prosperity and happivess can never thrive ina community where such scenes of 
violence can be enacted without condign punishment. By a law higher than man's 
the * wages of sin is death.“ and it will be vain for the people of Mississippi to look 
for the advancement of their Stato to that position in tho ranks of wealth, influ- 
ence, and reputation which those who love her would desire to see her occupy, 
until tho spirit of law shall be strengthened and assert itself over the“ dangerous 
classes," who have brought disrepute upon her good name. 

We are glad. in this connection, to express our sincere and d conviction 


that under the present State administration and government of Mississippi all the 
elemeuts for the needed reform; exist and will be developed, so that a remedy for 


every wrong will be surely found in laws ordained and administered in a spirit of 
PCA vast majority af the people of Mississippi have every cement that constitu 

vasi ty he 0 i pi have every clement constitutes 

a good American citizen. They are law-abiding, peaceful, and industrious, and 

they have every impulse in favor of justice, and order, and all they now 

need is the kiadly sympathy of their fellow-citizens in other States in the prest 

r 


distress which war and a totally revolutionized condition of their social and 
systems, coupled with gross 


8 on of their State affairs, has brought 
upon them. 

Tey have been the victims of a misrule which they sought in vain to avoid or 
remedy. 


In staple justices we ask, should the white masses of Missiasippi be held respon- 
sible for the results of bad government, t which they have tioned and 
protested in vain for years! Is it just to hold those responsible whom all 
power has been withheld? The requisite means are always necessary for the do- 
sired end. In all the centuries the demand that the children of Israel should make 
bricks without straw has been cited as an illustration of tyrannical injustice; but 
is it not equally and even more unjust to demand of the white of Missis- 
sippi the results of good government when bad government has jh fastened on 
them against their best efforts to prevent it, their entreaties and their prayers “ 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I desire to address to the honorable 
Senator from Delaware a question, and to preface it by a sentence or 
two, if it is agreeable to him to have me do it now. 

I made the remarks which the honorable Senator has quoted to 
the republican convention of Massachusetts, in the midst of a speech 
which was designed to warn the people of the State and the coun- 
try, so far as my voice would reach, against the growing and preva- 
lent evil of party spirit; and I said what I deliberately and firmly 
believe, that such was the effect of party spirit npon the mind that, 
with the single exception of Reverdy Johnson, so far as I knew, the 
democrat was yet to be found who, in the presence of the clearest 
evidence of murder or other ontrages committed for political purposes 
in this conntry, had done anything to prevent it, had refused to profit 
by it, or even had reported it honestly. I did not mean, by utterin 
that very grave and serious statement against so large u portion a 
my countrymen, to allege for a moment that the members of that 

arty are not men of kind heart, of generous nature, of courage, of 
integrity in a very large de: I did not mean my anditors to un- 
derstand that they those qualities in a less degree than the 
members of the party to which I belong. On the contrary, the bur- 
den of that speech was to urge upon the zealous republicans of Mas- 
sachusetts the desirableness of introducing a policy which should 
welcome, in spite of the past, the members of that party to a share 
in the administration of the Government, from which they had been 
excluded for nearly twenty years. 

But. Mr. President, it is no answer to the fact that party spirit has 
so blinded and misguided and clouded the judgment of this large 
class of American citizens as to produce the result that Ihave de- 
scribed to adduce a few general expressions that they do not ap- 
prove such things. Can the honorable Senator from Delaware show 
in that report from which he read that he and his democratic asso- 
ciate found, as men charged with findings of fact, (we find this man 
committed such a crime, and such and such an effect on the vote was 
the result?” Is there a single description or finding of fact even in 
that report? Can you find, has there been a single contested-elec- 
tion case in either branch when these facts which have chilled with 
horror the blood of the civilized world have been proved by the 
clearest evidence when the democratic minority have not voted for 
the democratic claimant, when their voices have not been raised to 
clamor against the kind of evidence on which the majority acted, or 
to divert attention from the crime by saying that some other polit- 
ical party had possession of the government of the State where it 
occurred? Have they refused to profit by it by refraining from en- 
deayoring to force into seats in the Senate and House, to force 
into the government of the States in every instance the men whose 
opportunity to take possession of them was gained if the evidence 
adduced be true, as I believe by the transactions to which reference 
has been made? Were there amid all the Ku-Kluk outrages, amid 
all the actions of the White League, amid all the transactions which 
have driven from povor republican majorities in so many States of 
the South can you find from a single democrat a single specific report 
or description of a historical fact in a single instance? I challenge 
the honorable Senator from Delaware to produce a case where that 
has happened, with the single exception of the case of Reverdy 
Johnson. 

Now, do not let me be misunderstood ; do not take half my state- 
ment, as it seems to me the honorable Senator did when he read from 
the Wheeler report, and leave out the rest. Itis the effect of party 
spirit clouding the judgment, turning the mind away from the truth 
of the fact toward something which it eagerly desires and longs 
for; a result as likely to happen when men band together for party 

urposes under the name of republican, as when they band together 
party pu under the name of democrat. 

I think, Mr. President, that the condition of things in this country 
brought about by this evil passion of party spirit—if the Senator from 
Delaware willadd to his great courtesy the courtesy of indulging mein 
one other remark—is a matter which well demands the attention of the 
statesmen who are assembled in this Chamber, and that that man is the 
truest friend to his country who states the fact plainly as he sees tit. 
What is our condition to day? One-half or thereabouts of the Amer- 
ican people, the half to which I belong, honestly and thoroughly be- 
lieve to the bottom of their hearts that the political power at the 
other end of the Capitol, that some seats which are occupied in this 
Chamber, that political power in a considerable number of the great 
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States of this Union have been gained by their antagonists by crimes 
of the class to which I have referred. Whether that be true or not, 
that is their belief. On the other hand, an equal number believe 
that the President of the United States and yon, sir, hold title 
through a fraud without parallel in history and the decision of a 
tribunal constituted for that purpose made, if not with afrandulent pur- 
pose itself, at any rate with a purpose to refuse redress for such a fraud. 

Now, it is of no consequence to the point I am making, whether 
these beliefs be true or be not true. They exist. And how long do 
you think a republic which depends only for its permanence on the 
affections of its people can endure when the whole people are agreed 
in this thing, that out of the three great branches of the Government, 
at least one—not agreeing which one but all agreeing that at least 
one or two get the power which determines their political policy by 
methods that I have described? . 

It seems to me that it is the part of a true statesmanship not to 
undertake to increase and to aggravate, by telling half the story and 
leaving out the rest, by constant denunciations of your political op- 
ponents, this evil whieh threatens the existence of this Republic more 

ertainly than the legions which marched upon Gettysburgh ander 

e threatened it dnring the war of the rebellion. And I uttered 
that sentiment, the Senator from Delaware will remember, as a part 
of an argument addressed to the popis of my State, the zealons re- 

ublicans of my State, that they ought not to demand of their Pres- 
dent that he should continue to administer this Government on the 
panes of excluding all his political 8 from power, but 
that this evil of party spirit which resulted so terribly as I described 
could only be exorcised by calling to the administration of the Gov- 
ernment the best men of both parties withont delay. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the honorable Senator from Massa- 
chusetts will certainly not complain that he has not had the fullest 
opportunity to make reply. I should be quite willing to submit to 
any candid judge or tribunal the speech which we d heard from 
the honorable 3 made with such deliberation and particularity, 
and which completely justifies the reference that I had made to him 
was or was not a most remarkable exhibition of the very party spirit 
and prejudice which he was endeavoring to rebuke in his hearers, 
and which, I am sorry to say, seems so likely to find renewed exhibi- 
tion on the floor of the Senate in the case we are now considering. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Massachusetts is sadly ignorant of 
the true feelings and character and conduct of his political oppo- 
nents. Whether that results from his mental organization, or from 
what cause, it is not for me to say, but the fact isso. Otherwise he 
never could have ventured to make the statements that he has made 
in the hearing of the Senate to-night in regard to the conduct and 
the official reports and speeches of his political opponents in this 
House and the other, 

The Senator asks for one word of condemnation of a wrong act in 
this report. I do not know whether designating an act as “atrocious” 
which resulted in the killing of some human being down in Missis- 
sippi, at Columbus, a year ago, will be deemed by him an expression 
of approval or of denunciation ; yet I find at page 9 of this report, in 
speaking of an act not fully disclosed to us, I used this language: 

That the result of that night’s proceedings onght to have been made, or ought 
still to be made, the subject of thorough and n examination no one càn doubt; 
nor is it yet known what steps were taken to discover tho trne condition of facts 
and the causes of these fires which, from their numberand scattered location, would 
seem clearly to evince a settled plan of incendiarism for some pu , either to 
destroy the town or to give a pretext for a criminal assault. One thing may here 
be said, that if the atrocious design did exist of 8 incendiarism the pre- 
text for an onslaught upon the colored people at night, and where they were in 


large numbers, it would seem strange that the victims were limited to four in nam- 
ber, when their slaughter conld have been so easily multiplied. 


There was a report of the transactions detailed to us by wit- 
nesses of a town without water facilities being set on fire in five or 
six places in the same night. In the course of that night a riot took 
pe in which four colored men lost their lives. By whom they were 

illed, no witnesses ventured to say; why they were killed, no wit- 
nesses ventured to say. The ch evidently was made against 
them that they had been incendiaries, and were shot by the patrol 
which was established in the town for the purpose of preventing the 
further creation of these fires. So that when J speak of a design to 
take their lives I speak of itas an “atrocious” design. Is it a strong 
word of condemnation, or the contrary ? 

Mr. HOAR. Will the honorable Senator permit me to ask him a 
question, for I am afraid he misunderstood me? 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand the passage of that report which he read 
is a passage which says this about that crime, that if a certain atro- 
cious design did exist, something else which appears is very strange. 

Mr. BAYARD. No, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. That would seem to be a very strong implication that 
he did not thiak it existed. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I said that if snch a design did 
exist, it was atrocious; but it is not for me to stand here upon the 
floor of the Senate with the tenor of my whole life before my people 
and this country, and to disclaim my affinity with crime or with 


wrong. I will not doit. I will let those years that 1 have lived 


among my people, man and boy, answer the Senator or answer such 
suggestions. 
Mr. HOAR. The honorable Senator totally misunderstands the 


2 do not impute to him any affinity with such designs; 
but he undertakes to answer my demand for an instance of a angle 
democratic report of the specific fact of a crime, finding the fact, 
finding who was guilty of it, and condemning the guilty man, by 
reading the only thing that he has read, an extract from a report of 
his own, in which he said only that if a certain atrocions design did 
exist, it is very strange that something happened that did happen, 
which to my understanding—I do not now impute to the Senator any 
affiliation with crime—does not contain a finding that a crime hap- 
pened, It does not contain a denunciation of it. It only says that if 
a certain atrocious design existed it is strange that the things which 
did happen actually happened, or strange that more did nót happen, 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I do not propose to enter into an 
issue here as to my particular expressions in this or any other report, 
or to suppose the honorable Senator from Massachusetts can put me 
on trial for affinity or sympathy with crime. It is said I read but a 
portion of that report. Iam willing to let it goin whole and in part 
as the result of my judgment and that of my honorable friend from 
Indiana, after a long and painful examination of the affairs of Mis- 
Sissippi. It may go to any body of Christian men, and if they shall 
find in it any cause of disrespect for me or my associate in that 
which we have related, then I shall hold myself in some degree sub- 
ject to the condemnation of the Senator from Massachusetts; but he 
will find on one side the record. of his political opponents, attesting 
their regard for hamanity and detestation of crime, and on tho other 
side his own assertions, and if he can stand it, I am sure they can. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the honorable Senator from Delaware permit me 
to point out to him that I have not in the least attempted to put him 
upon trial? I was 1 from my seat in the eloak- room by infor- 
mation that the honorable Senator from Delaware had expressed his 
regret that I was not in my seat here, because he pro l to ani- 
madvert with great condemnation on a speech made by me before a 
republican convention in Massachusetts. 

r. BAYARD. No; upon language used here in debate. 

Mr. HOAR. Thereupon I repeated and explained the sentiment I 
had uttered, and challenged him to produce a scene democratic 
condemnation of a political crime at the South, and he produces this 
sentence as his specification. Then I pointed out that he did not con- 
demn the crime, but expressed a doubt whether the atrocious design 
existed. That is not putting him on trial; and I beg to assure the 
honorable Senator, if he will take my assurance, of my very great 
co respect for his character as a gentleman and as a man of 

indness of heart. If I have said anything in the heat of debate 
which has conveyed to him any other impression, it was an impres- 
sion I did not intend to convey. But, still, I do not wish to be under. 
stood as in the least abating from the utter and absolute meaning of 
the sentence of mine which he has quoted. 

Mr. BAYARD. Well, Mr. President, the remarks that fell from the 
Senator a day or two in his debate with the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. Ransom] were those to which I referred, and I did not 
propose to answer his . 8 made elsewhere than in this Chamber, 
and not to answer all that he makes here by any means, but merely 
in considering this wholesale charge of intimidation and violence as 
a justification for these monstrous frauds and wrongs upon the elect- 
ive franchise in Louisiana committed by Governor Kellogg and his 
appointees, said it was no answer to set off one crime by pleading 
another. Šo far as this colloquy is concerned, I am content to let it 
rest where it now stands upon the Senator’s own explanation. Lf he 
is content, I think I and my associates are. If he hasso little knowl- 
edge of us and of our character as still to reiterate these very bitter 
and pointed charges against us on these subjects, it is but an illns- 
tration of the truth of what I suspected, that his mind is too blinded 
by i daria too wa by unjust feeling to enable him to be just 
to those who differ with him in political opinion. 

But, Mr. President, in looking over this report to which I casually 
turned to show that I and those with whom I acted politically did 
not design to take advantage of fraud or crime, but, on the contrary 

TO to denounce and punish them by establishing such an admin- 
istration of government as could and would do both, I. found an 
illustration reported in the testimony of republican witnesses which 
showed how far Governor Kellogg was himself personally responsible 
for the commission of crime and bloodshed in 3 I find in 
this report and in the testimony of Mr. Weber, a republican State 
senator in Louisiana, that one of the most infamous desperadoes who 
infests the parish of West Feliciana was a Colonel Frank Powers. 
Everywhere he went he carried terror; everywhere he went was 
riot, bloodshed, disorder. Crimes in that neighborhood were gene- 
rally traced to him and his gang. And yet witnesses disel , and 
on this floor the late Senator from Louisiana (Mr. West) admitted 
that, knowing his villainy, knowing his cruelty, knowing his blood- 
thirsty disposition, Governor Kellogg had himself sp inted him toa 

litical office of rofit, aud trust, which he held until Governor 

icholls came in. Talk about men taking advantage of their own 
wrong! He has created these very crimes for which he now holds 
up and seeks to make his political opponents answerable, 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Will the Senator from Delaware allow me to 
ask him in what parish that man lived? 

Mr. BAYARD. West Feliciana. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. West Feliciana, a parish in which only three 
republican votes were cast! 
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Mr. BAYARD. It is East Feliciana. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Do you call it a strong republican parish in 
which only three republican votes were cast ? 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr, President, the allegation is that republicans 
were prevented from voting in East Feliciana by intimidation and 
violence, and the e pag was disfranchised. Whatis the proof? 
That the chief ring-leader in all this, the chief brigand and rufian, 
who would shoot men right and left recklessly, who would interfere 
with elections, was until after the last election an office-holder by 
appointment of Governor Kellogg, who knew his character and, to 
use the 7 of Mr. West on this floor, felt that he was obliged 
to appoint him. J 
Now, sir, talk to people of sense and justice of holding responsible 
a political party for these acts, and then show that one of the chief 

tors of this violence and wrong is a member of Mr. Kellogg’s 
own party and his own appointee! 

Mr. President, I have already continned this discussion to the fatigue 
of the Senate and myself. popsa to end it. I have stated how 
sincerely I felt the wrang by this proposed seating of Kellogg to the 
people of Louisiana. But it does not end with the people of Lonisi- 
ana. I believe this act. will sink into the hearts and consciences of 
the American people and tend to destroy their respect and confidence 
in their Government. The strength of our Government, its true 
strength, lies in the hearts of the people; its best bulwark is the re- 
spect and love that its people bear to it, the admiration that is felt 
for its honesty, its equity, and its moral excellence. There is no pub- 
lic education so n to-day as examples of scrupulous respect for 
truth and justice as embodied in Jaw. The hearts of our countrymen 
have been estranged from each other, and they long to be fully and 
really reconciled. “Reconciliation on the basis of justice to the South” 
was an appeal that found a ready echo in American hearts all over 
this Union. Let this Senate respond to it. Has the administration, 
whose chief uttered the sentiment I have referred to and who has 
followed up his professions by many acts in accordance, has the Pres- 
ident in the ranks of his party on this floor one single representative 
who will rise here in his place and echo and sustain his promise, and 
who will insist, for the sake of sweet truth and justice, that Lonisi- 
ana shall not be made a victim to the most flagrant, unjust, and 
insulting treatment propesed by the rejection of her honored son and 
chosen ator, Henry M. Spofford, and the seating of a man who is 
loathed by her Teret 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I do not rise to make a speech on 
the Louisiana case, It is not my purpose to speak on that case at 
this time. I have spoken enough about it heretofore. But there 
were some remarks made by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hoar] that I want to call his attention to. If I uuderstood the Sen- 
ator, he made charges against the democratie party, or, if not against 
the party, against its representatives in Congress. One was that we 
had never denounced these southern outrages. Than in that, the Sen- 
ator was never more mistaken in his life. That is the first charge 
and the first thing in which he is mistaken. 

I might oceupy a long time of the Senate by reading to it as severe 
denunciation of these outrages from the lips of democratic Senators 
on this floor as could be fonnd in the recorded utterances of any re- 
publican. I could call the Senator's attention to the fact in my own 
instance where I so strongly denounced them years ago that the lead- 
ing republican Senator from the State of Alabama at that time rose 
in his seat and thanked me ia the uame of the republican party of 
his State for what I said. But let that pass. 

The Senator may say these are all mere words. I understood his 
remarks to import another thing: that the democrats had never failed 
to profit by these outrages, to take advantage of them in order to 

rotit by them; and as an instance of that, if I understood him aright, 
be said in effect that we had never failed to seat a Senator here or a 
Representative in the other branch of the Legislature who had been 
elected by means of these outrages. That was the import, certainly, 
of his remarks as I understood them. 

Now, Mr. President, it is not proper for me to say what has been 
in the House of Representatives. I have no right standing in my 
pan in the Senate, in open Senate, to criticise the action of the 

ouse of Representatives in seating or unseating auy man. That is 
forbidden by e law and by the commonest sense of pro- 
priety. But I have a right to inquire into the case of any Senator 
seated on this floor. The Senator from Massachusetts called for a bill 
of particulars, he wanted a bill of particulars, he wanted to know in 
what case we here in the Senate had failed to profit by these out- 
rages in the seating of a Senator on this floor. That was the import 
of bis remark. I him to observe that the affirmative rests on 
him. It is for him to furnish the bill of particulars of the Senators 
who have been seated on this floor by means of such outrages. It is 
for him to specify what man ever obtained aseat on this floor byany 
such means. When he shall do that then we will answer him whether 
the fact be so or whether we profited by it. And therefore I call on 
him to name one of these Senators from the Southern States whe ob- 
tained his election to this body by any such means. I defy him to 
do it. I tell him he cannot do it, because there is no truth in such 
a charge. I call on him to name one single southern Senator here 
whese right to a seat on this floor has been challenged. upon that 
ground and who has been seated by democratic votes. Why, how 
could it be? You have had a republican majority in this Senate 
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all the time and I suppose you have yet, such as it is. [Laughter.] 
How is it, then, if a man presented himself here with his hands 
reeking in blood or the recipient of bounties obtained by the slaugh- 
ter of his fellow-men, that he found republican Senators to seat him? 
Let us know. We have heard a great deal about Mississippi, have 
we not? We have heard a great deal about outrages in Mississippi. 
There sits a lately seated Senator from Mississippi, [pointing to Mr. 
Lamar.] What votes seated him on this floor? What republican 
voted against him? Not one! Not one! 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I did. 

Mr. THURMAN. Did you? I then take it back. There was one 
man who was abhorrent at crime, one man, and one alone! Mr. 
President, I might go around from beginning to end and ask the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts will he rise in his place and point to one of 
them and say “Sir, it was the blood of slaughtered men that seated 
you in your place.” If he will not, let him hold his peace. 

1 Mr. HoN addressed the Senate, [His remarks will appearin the 
ppendix. 

Mr. MERRIMON, Mr. President, if the Senator will yield to a 
motion to adjourn, I will move an adjournment. `: 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Dawes in the chair.) It is 
moved by the Senator from North Carolina that the. Senate do now 


ourn. 
RA GORDON. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from North Caro- 
lina yield to the Senator from Georgia ? 

Mr. GORDOW. I should like to have an executive session. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I will change my motion, with permission, and 
move that the Senate go into executive session. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the honorable Senator withhold his motion 
for one moment? 

Mr. MERRIMON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I inquire whether the Senator who has the 
floor is unable to go on; in other words whether the motion is made 
for his convenience ? 

Mr. GORDON. He is too unwell to go on. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should be very sorry for one to put myself in 
the way of a motion standing on such grounds; and yet I regret ex- 
ceedingly, considering that there is only one more secular day before 
this session must end, that we cannot go on and vote upon the pend- 
ing resolution. 

. MERRIMON, There is some excentive business that ought to 
be attended to, and we might have an executive session. 

Mr. CONOVER. Wecan go into executive session after this ques- 
tion is decided. 

Mr. MERRIMON. We are not prepared to decide it, probably, just 
now. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will my friend withdraw that for one moment 7 

Mr. MERRIMON. I will. : 

Mr. THURMAN. Of course I do not wish the Senator from Missis- 
sippi to go on when he is unwell, but I am very sorry that the Senate 
should adjourn until one more effort is made to see whether we can- 
not come to some agreement that shall save us from the necessity of 
sitting bere all night. I think myself that such an agreement can be 
arrived at if we can keep in session for a little while longer. 

Mr. CONKLING. Can the Senator from. Ohio name a reasonable 
hour to-morrow when we can take the vote ! 

Mr. THURMAN. I think I can. I think, however, it can be better 
done after consultation. I do not care to name an hour just now. I 
think there are several matters to be agreed upon ; bat if we can agree 
upon substantially the terms that have been suggested backward and 
forward between Senators, we can fix upon an hour to-morrow at 
which we can proceed with these cases and dispose of them. 

Mr. CONKLING. Let me suggest to the Senator that I think he 
will waste timeif he seeks an agreement coupling other matters with 
this. If he will fix a time fer this vote 

Mr. THURMAN. And this alone? 

Mr. CONKLING. And this alone, I think there will be little objec- 
tion to coming to an agreement about this. There will be no difficulty 
then in proceeding as expeditiously as the Senate will consent to 

roceed with the next case, which for this I take to be the 
South Carolina case which the Senator from Mississippi is discoursing. 
But if the Senator from Ohio intends to put together as links in a 
chain of agreement these different cases, it accomplishes nothing and 
leads to difficulty of agreement, however the Senator and myself 
might think about it. Therefore I suggest to him, if he will, to 
ascertain that an hour can be fixed to vote in this case, with the 
understanding of course that the other case follows immediately. 
As another Senator suggests, there will be no difficulty when thar 
comes of fixing an hour in that case. It is rather difficult to take 
them all up together and make all parts of one agreement now. 

And as I have interrupted the Senator from Ohio, I beg to make 
another suggestion. I should be very avery to see the Senator from 
Mississippi inconvenienced when he is ill; but would it not be agree- 
able to that Senator to allow somebody else to proceed in place of our 
adjourning altogether ? 

3 18 He is perfectly willing to give tho floor to some 
one else. 

Mr. LAMAR. Mr. President, I will proceed with my remarks. 
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Mr. CONKLING. I hope the honorable Senator from Mississippi 
will not proceed in rears ba a of any apparent objection by me. 


Mr. LAMAR. Not at a 

Mr. CONKLING. I was a inquiring whether it would not 
convenience him as much to allow some other Senator to take the 
floor and to proceed to conclude his remarks afterwards, as it would 
to have an adjournment now, losing time thereby ? 

Mr. LAMAR. I have not ch: my mind in consequence of any- 
thing that fell from the Senator from New York. I will resume my 
remarks at the point at which I left off. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Mississippi is en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. LAMAR. I was observing, Mr. President, that the represent- 
ative of society in South Carolina as it now exists, between these two 
claimants for the Senate, is General Butler; and if there be any difi- 
eulty about the subtlety of this question, that fact of itself ought to 
solve the problem. What is the Legislature of South Carolina at this 
time? It is the Legislature which elected him. Where is the body 
that attempted to elect Mr. Corbin? It never had an existence. 
can see but one reason that can operate upon gentlemen for voting 
against the admission of General Butler. There have been some that 
have been mentioned, but none have been suggested which strike 
me as touching his title as a Senator on this floor. 

Gentlemen speak and have thrown out remarks when this motion 
was first made abont transferring the majority of this body from the 
republican side to the democratic side by the admission of these Sen- 
ators who are applying here. Sir, let me state to Senators that there 
isno possibility, no power whatever, to prevent results which are now 
going on in the politics of this country by vain efforts to keep Sena- 
tors who have elected out of their seats upon this floor, and 
maintaining the power by putting Senators in who have no constit- 
uency whatever. The doom of that party is already sealed. It isin 
a minority in this country at this time, and it has been in a minority 
for many years, and nothing that they can do here will prevent their 
final overthrow. 

I find, sir, that I am too unwell to go on with my remarks. 

Mr. McDONALD. Mr. President, if I can get the attention of the 
Chair I will endeavor for a short time to consider the question that 
is pending before the Senate. The resolution 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senator will suspend for a 
moment, the Chair will endeavor to obtain order. 

Mr. McDONALD. All I ask is the attention of the Chair. [Laugh- 


ter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator will proceed. 

Mr. McDONALD. The resolution reported by the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections declares that William Pitt Kellogg is en- 
titled to a seat as Senator in this body from the State of Louisiana 
for the term beginning on the 4th of last March. If he is entitled to 
that seat, it is becanse he has been elected to that place by the Leg- 
islature of Louisiana, as that is the only electoral that can ac- 
credit him as Senator from that State to take a seat in this body, 
The Legislature of the State of Lonisiana consists of a senate and 
house ef representatives; and it is necessary that there should have 
been at the time of his election in the body claiming to be the Leg- 
islature of the State of Louisiana a senate and a house of representa- 
tives. Now, without examining into the constituent parts of that 
house which participated in his election, I assert that that body call- 
ing itself the senate of the State of Louisiana that took part in that 
election was not a legal body ; that there was no legal senate sitting 
at that time 1 concert with that house of representatives and 
undertaking to make that election. 

It has been frequently stated in this debate under the constitution 
of the State of Louisiana the senate of that State is composed of 
thirty-six members, The constitution also declares that a 9 
of the members of the senate shall constitute a quoram; so t 
requires, in order to organize that body and constitute it a legal body, 
that there should be nineteen qualified senators acting as such, and 
that any less number than that could not undertake to perform any 
legislative act or give to the body in which they were acting the 
name of asenate for any purpose under the constitution of that State 
but for the purpose of obtaining a quorum, and for that purpose to 
1 from day to me 8 

m the day on which it is claimed that there was a quorum of 
nineteen persons claiming seats, nineteen persons, and no more, ap- 
£ those nineteen, three were holdin certificates from the 

ard of returning officers who had not been elected by the popular 
votes in their respective districts; those three districts were the 
twelfth, eighteenth, and twenty-second. The return of the popular 
votes in each of those districts had been against the parties who re- 
ceived certificates and took part with the nineteen who claimed to 
organize the senate in what was called the Packard legislature. I 
shall only notice in the ment Isnbmit on this occasion the sena- 
tors from two of those districts, the eighteenth and .twenty-second. 

The eighteenth district was made up of the parishes of Ouachita 
and Caldwell, and the n who claimed to be a senator from that 
district and who held the certificate of the returning board was by 
the name of Hamlet. From the twenty-second district the certificate 
had been given to a man by the name of Blunt, who also, according 


to the returns that had been made by the officers of election, had not 
been elected. Now I desire to place before the Senate the exact posi- 
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tion of these two parties. They were both n in order to con- 
stitute that claimed quorum: Hamlet from the eighteenth district 
and Bluntfrom the twenty-second. As to Hamlet he appeared in the 
senate, or what was claimed to be the senate, on the day that it 
claimed to organize, and took his: seat during that day, but he 
appeared there no more. On the next day, with two of his friends 
who claimed to be members of the honse of representatives that had 
assembled at the capital and in the State-honse, he seceded, went to 
the residence of Mr. Pinchback, and there remained until the ser- 
geant-at-arms of the so-called senate, aided by a posse of police offi- 
cers, undertook to bring him into the State-house and compel him to 
again act with that body. These t-at-arms was met at the door 
by Mr. Pinchback and refused admittance; and while the parley 
continued the entire posse, sergeant-at-arms and all, 1 . arrested by 
another. body of police acting under the authority of the Nicholls 

vernment, as it was called, and placed in prison; and Senator 

amlet remained there until he went to the Nicholls senate and 
there declared that he had not been elected by the popular vote and 

i whatever commission he had, That left this body that 
claimed to be a senate as part of the Packard legislature with but 
eighteen members. 

n the mean timo there was another body sitting in that city, claim- 
ing also to be the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, consisting 
of a senate and house; and the senate of the Nicholls legislature, as 
I may call it, having occasion to send some message or serve some 
order upon persons that were in the 1 occupied by the Pack- 
ard government, sent a committee of three for that purpose, one of 
which was a senator holding over from a former election, and conse- 
quently admitted to be asenator by all parties. When ke came into 

building occupied by the Packard legislature he was detained in 
the senate chamber under duress until this body of eighteen senators, 
counting him as the nineteenth to make out a quorum, seated as mem- 
bers two ons who had been rejected even by the returning board, 
and who been overwhelmingly defeated in their own respective 
senatorial districts ; and with these two newly-made senators, made 
in that manner and in no other, they undertook to continue their 
organization as a legal body. 

The person claiminga certificate from thet wenty-second district, Mr. 
Blunt, continued to act with that body. His district was composed of 
the parishes of Red River, Sabine, De Soto, and Natehitoches. Now I 
propose to examine for a few moments the grounds upon which the 
certificate was issued to him. In the return that been made to 
the board of returning officers, his competitor, Mr, Sandiford, had re- 
ceived a] majority of the votes. These votes had been returned 
to the of returning officers, and during their session they were 
so acted upon by that board that from the ish of De Soto there 
were excluded 873 votes and from the parish of Natchitoches 350. 
The rejection of votes from both of these parishes was necessary to 
overcome the majority that had been given for the competitor of Mr. 
Blunt. It is only necessary for me to examine the action of the re- 
turning board with reference to the parish of Natchitoches, and in 
doing so I shall take the testimony contained in the re that has 
heretofore been made to this Senate by “Hon. John Sherman and 
others in relation to the canvass of votes for electors in the State of 
Louisiana,” and known as thé Sherman report. At page 62 will be 
found the proceedings of the board of canvassers with reference to 
the parish of Natchitoches; that is, the proceedings had in what 
— called their executive session, when they had opened and ex- 
amined the returns from the different parishes; and is the ac- 
tion of the board in regard to that: 


The returns from the 
General ANDERSON. 


remarks a list of scattering votes cast for certain persons. Everything is in 
form. T „„ pai, 


Then follows the statement of the vote af that parish for governor, 
which is as follows : 


For governor; Packard, 2,084; Nicholls, 1,776. 

General ANDERSON; I hpi feces what Colonel Zacharie alluded to in his is 
here; the falling behind of some of the electors. In some of the wards they have 
left off a portion of the electors on both sides, a few more on the republican side 
than on the democratic side. The democrats are ahead about thirty votes. 
eee WELLs. Compare some of the polls, general, with the consolidated 

men 

Judge TRUMBULL. What is that bundle of papers on the table f 

General ANpERsoN. It is a part of the returns. Wo are comparing the returns 
received by the secretary of state. The bundle you refer to is the list of persons 
who voted in the parish. It does not amount to anything. 

In the comparison of poll No. 7 with the consolidated statement it appeared that 
Kellogg, Burch, and Levisce were the onl, voted for, the first two teceiv- 
ing 541 votes and the last 542. McEnery, Wickliffe, and Seay were the only elect- 
ors voted for on the democratie ticket, receiving 173 each. 

Governor Surru. What is Colonel Zacharie’s objection to this 1 

General Anperson. He does not want the votes counted for electors who 
have run behind, because, he says, they are not voted for. They are not returned 
by the supervisor. 

Governor Surru. How does that arise! 

General AxDERSON. There are only three names on the ticket, the two electors- 
at-large and one for the district returned, Both »ides made the same mistake. 

Governor Surra. They seem to be a couple of fools. It makes no difference. 

General ANDERSON. It makes a differenco of 301 against the republicans. 

Governor Suita. I don't mean that; I mean it is a stand-off. It makes that 
difference, of course. Iam glad of it. LI wish they had not been printed on any list. 
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Mr. STEVENSON. You ought not to wish that; ‘ht to go according to equity. 
President WELLS, Send the returns over tothe cler to 8 e 

It will be noticed that when these returns were opened and ex- 
amined in this executive session, they were pronounced in every 
respect correct so far as the returns were concerned; everything was 
in form, and there was no further allusion to this parish of Natchi- 
toches anywhere in the open proceedings of this board of canvaasers. 
But when the board came to make their report, after they had met 
in secret session at the close of their public mecting, they rejected 
two of the polls from this ish, making the aggregate I have 
already stated of 350 votes, the large. majority of which were demo- 
cratic votes, and in that way were enabled to give this man Blunt 
his certificate. Here were returns that were pronounced, when 
opened, to be in due form, attached to which there was no contesting 
paper, and after due examination they were ordered for compilation, 
and yet afterward, in the secret session that we have pro to 
offer testimony in regard to, this returuing board laid their hands 
upon two of the polls in this parish and rejected them, amounting to 
the aggregate vote that I have given, and in this way enabled them- 
selves to give a certificate to this man Blunt, and that certificate was 
necessary to constitute by his presence the quorum upon which it is 
claimed the senate that undertook to elect this man Kellogg to the 
Senate of the United States acted. 

But there is one other thing that I desire to call attention to in 
reference to the parish of Natchitoches. It will be seen from what 
I have read of the proceedings of the board, that at one of the polls 
there were but three presidential electors on each side voted for. 
For some reason the voters in that district, in that ward as it is called 
tbere, conceived that they bad no right to vote except for two elec- 
tors for the State at large and for an elector for their district, so that 
the democrats and republicans both omitted from their votes for 
electors the other five electors. That made a difference, said Ander- 
son, of 301 votes against the republican party. But when this board 
came to promulgate the canvass that they undertook to make of the 
votes of the State, they restored these absent votes and connted them 
as if they had been given in for the whole eight electors. And they 
did that npon the unsworn statement, not of any State officer con- 
nected with the election, but of a supervisor of the United States. 

Now, Mr. President, I insist that the certificate given by the board 
of canvassers to Blunt,in the twenty-second senatorial district of the 
State of Louisiana, was illegal and void, and conferred upon him no 
authority to sit in a body as a member of it, and that bis presence 
could not make out the quoram any more than if they had sent out 
into the highways and brought in any other man and put in his a ee 
and that is the only pretense of a quorum that is to be found any- 
where in the proceedings of the body that called itself the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Louisiana and that undertook to elect the man 
who is asking for a seat in this Chamber as a Senator from that State. 
But, Mr. President, I have a few words more to say in reference to 
the general conduct of the board of returning officers, the returning 
board as it is called. The vote for governor in the State of Louisiana, 
as returned by the supervisors of registration, was for Nicholls 81,501, 
for Packard 76,076; so that Governor Nicholls had upon the face of 
the returns, as made to this returning board, a majority of 5,425 votes. 
But that was not all his majority. In some of the districts of the 
parish of Orleans and the parish of Baton Rouge the supervisors of 
registration, whose duty it was to make return of the votes that had 
been returned to them by the commissioners of election, suppressed 
2,986 votes that had been cast for Governor Nicholls and 410 that had 
been cast for Mr. Packard. e 

Mr. WADLEIGH. In one parish? 

Mr. McDONALD. No, sir; in the parishes of Orleans and Baton 
Rouge. The supervisor suppressed seven polls in the parish of Baton 
Rouge that he refused to return. The others were from certain wards 
in the parish of Orleans. The aggregate vote is as I have stated. 
So the real majority received by Governor Nicholls of the popular 
vote of the State of Louisiana was 8,001. That was the work that 
this returning board had before them, to overcome that majority; 
that was the task that was set them, and they entered upon it with 
a determination to overcome it. When they promul their action 
in the matter, they made the vote for Packard 74,624 and for Nicholls 
71,178, giving to Packard, according to their canvass, 3,546 majority. 
This result was reached by rejecting sixty-nine polls in twenty-two 
perine and of parishes. These sixty-nine polls had cast for 

icholls 10,290 votes and for Packard 1,764, which, together with the 
votes that had been suppressed by the supervisors of registration, 
made an segregate vote in the State thrown out and not counted a 
little over 15,000, or about one-tenth of the entire vote of the State. 
To be accurate, the whole number of votes cast and not counted by 
the returning board amounted to 15,450. 

It is not necessary for me to discuss the law under which this re- 
turning board were acting. It has been so repeatedly presented to 
the Senate and the country that it is as familiar to every Senator and 
would be to the Chair whom Lam particularly addressing on this occa- 
sion as it is to myself. I believe it has never been contended any- 
where outside of the State of Louisiana, and not there as I understand 
except by this returning board, that it any power to exam- 


ine into the question of the legality of the election or to do anything 
to the returns received except to compile them, unless in the 
there were attached to the returns statements of the super- 
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visor of tion or statements of the commissioners of election, 
5 fraud, violence, intimidation, or other corrupt practices by 
which either a fair registration had not been made or a fair vote had 
not been obtained. I say it has not been contended anywhere, so far 
as I know, outside of the State of Lonisiana that any such authority 
existed under their statute. I have before me the report which the 
returning board made to what they called the islature of the State 
of Louisiana, in which they undertake to give a history of their pro- 
ceedings, and in that report they admit that there were but nine par- 
ishes where there was any attempt made to contest the election ac- 
cording to the provisions of the law.. There were but nine parishes 
where there had been filed by the returning officers or by the commis- 
one of elections any papers contesting the elections in those par- 
ishes. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. What nine were those? 

Mr. McDONALD. I will give them. This record of their proceed- 
ings, published in the report of the then Senator Sherman, shows 
that these contesting papers, except in two instances, were made out 
long after the election. There were but two parishes where there 
was any attempt made to contest when the elections had closed and 
the votes had been counted ont. In the other seven parishes, weeks 
afterward in the city of New Orleans, the isors of registration 
did make some kind of protest against counting certain polls in the 
different parishes thus attempted to he contested; but even that 
only embraced nine, and they are as follows: East Baton Rou 
East Feliciana, West Feliciana, Morehouse, Ouachita, Franklin, 
Soto, Richland, and Bossier. It will be seen that Natchitoches is 
not one of these nine. It could not be, after the record they had 
made on that subject, after the president of the board upon due in- 
spection had ordered the votes of that parish to be compiled. That 
is the declaration of the law, that upon opening the votes, if they 
find no contest oes in regard to them, their duty is to compile 
them at once. That is all they have to do with them; and this par- 
ish was thus ordered to be compiled by the president of the board 
after that due inspection; and it will be seen that it is not in the 
list of parishes that they themselves say there were any contesting 
papers filed in to. 

‘olls were rejected in twelve other parishes where no officers con- 
nected with the election at all had filed any papers contesting them 
in any manner, and those parishes were Caldwell, Natchitoches, Web- 
ster, Vernon, Catahoula, Saint Charles, Saint Landry, Tangipahoa, 
La Fayette, Claiborne, Iberia, Livin n, and Grant, containing an 
aggregate vote rejected of 3,672, embracin 
propose to look at one or two of these pari thus rejected, to see 
what the action of the board was in regard to them. Grant Parish 
was rejected because the supervisor of registration had not filed the 
statement of votes with the board of canvassers ; on no other ground. 
The sole ground upon which they refused to receive or consider the 
votes from the parish of Grant was that the supervisor of registra- 
tion had not presented them. In the Sherman report showing the 
proceedings of this board, at page 127, will be found the action of 
the board with reference to this parish: 

President WELLS. I will hear the gentleman who has the statement of votes of 

Parish. (To Judge Richardson.) Are you the snpervisor of Grant Parish? 

Judge RICHARDSON. I am the United States su 8 

t WELLS. Br es authority did you hold the election? 

Judge Rienanbsox. Well r 
myself and the supervisor on the republican ticket, Mr. Carry, to ahead with 
the election in the event Mr. Ward, who went away, did not come 
thori the action of the people themselves and the commissioner 


ves 
by the supervisor. 4 
President WELLS. Then by what authority did bring the returns up to us 
Judge RICHARDSON, By the request of the parish, and as a United States super- 


President Wiis. Under the law has the supervisor power to bring any doou- 
ments before us without authority of the regular supervisor of registration ł 

Judge Ricnarpsoy, I don’t know that he has none positively, ‘ 
dent WELLS. Then you came here solely as the representative of Grant 
Parish—with — authority as United States supervisor of election to bring us 


twenty-seven polls. I 


k; our au- 
designated 


these returns 
Judge RicHarpsox. Yes, sir. 
President WELLS. Are you a practicing lawyer? 
Judge RICHARDSON. Iam. 
President WELES. Do — construe the law to give you that 1 A t 
ze RICHARDSON.. I don't know that any law ibits my authority. 
dent WELLS. Do you know of a law authorizing you to do it! 


Judge Ricnarpson. I know that the Constitution gives e man the right to 
—— don't know of any law that gives an officer the right to defraud the people 
r vote, 
President WELLS. We bave received nothing but the statement of the commis- 
sioners and the consolidated statement; we act upon the question when we 
have & full board. 


And that action resulted in refusing to consider that parish at all; 
so that the entire parish of Grant, every poll in it, was rejected by 
this returning board because the * tears of registration had not 
made the return there, he having left the parish and gone to parts 
unknown, and because it was brought in by one whom the people had 
3 with it. So much for the parish of Grant. Now, then, as to 


Mr. BURKE. All that we ask is that you send for the polls in Iberia. 
President WELLS. What remarks are there in the consolidated statement ? 
General ANDERSON. This consolidated 
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could go to some other poll and vote again. Of course, if they do, they incur the 
legal penalty. The 8 vote is as follows. z 


Then follows a statement of the aggregate vote; then also a state- 
ment of the vote for governor, as follows: 

For governor: Packard, 1,449; Nicholls, 1,253. é 

President WELLS. Com some of the polls with the consolidated statement. 

General ANDERSON. Take poll No. 4. Kell gets II votes; Burch 11, and the 
e e Ts each get 3 votes; Nicholls, for governor, gets 


Mr. KENNER. The statement says that the commissioners of election at this poll 
did not comply with the law; they failed to write the word “ voted” on the cer- 
tificates of istration of persons who voted at said poll. 

General ANDERSON. That is the largest democratic poll; now let us take the 
largest republican, which is poll No. 1. It gives 377 votes for Packard and 177 
for Nicholls. McEnery receives 176 votes, as do all the balance of the ticket 

Mr. Burke. Is there anything improper. Mr. Chairman, in my calling attention 
to the fact that the tally-sheets are not sworn to? 

President rroborate the compiled statements and that testitied 


WELLS. If they co 
to by the officer authorized, it is suficient evidence. 51 PAE 
r. ying a protest e superv! of t 

„ with bim by mail. The secretary 


. McGtorn. Mr. President. we are a 
2 of Baton Rouge in order 
nst taken the protest in the back room. Will you send for it? 

The president left the board and went in search of the protest himself. 

General ANDERSON. The parish of Iberia is ready for compilation, 

President WELLS. Send it over to the clerks. 

So the parish of Iberia was also sent over to the clerks. The only 
defect that appeared upon it at all was that at poll No, 4 it seemed 
that the commissioner of elections had not written upon the certifi- 
cate of registration, when the voter presented his certificate to vote, 
the word “voted.” General Anderson said: 


Pade stead mings SLES SALTOA A beans other poll they could be prosecuted for 


There was no pretense that they were illegal voters at that poll, be- 
cause they 4 their certificates of registration, and those cer- 
tificates had to correspond with the poll-list which the commissioner 
of elections held in his hand, but he did not write upon those cer- 
tificates the word “veted.” That was not regarded then in this exec- 
utive session as any reason my the votes at that poll should not be 
canvassed, and the parish itself was sent over for compilation; but 
when it was ground out of that mill, when they came to make their 
final report, among the list of rejected polls stands poll No. 4 of 
Iberia Parish; and in their report to the Legislature they say they 
rejected it for that reason and that alone. 

come now to the parish of Vernon. The parish of Vernon bas a 
history. When the returns were received and counted, as shown by 
this same record, there was nothing fonnd improper about it. In 
the testimony taken before the Morrison committee of the House of 
Representatives one of the members of the returning board, whose 
name was indorsed upon the papers, said he never heard that there 
were any objections at all to any polls in that parish. The board of 
canvassers in the first instance published nothing but their general 
result; that is, that the Hayes and Wheeler electors had received 
such a majority, and that Packard and Antoine for governor and 
Hontan ee had received such a majority. No other facts 
were published in the beginning. It was not until the eommittees of 
investigation reached New Orleans that any further developments 
came from that quarter. It appears from this record of the 8 
ings of the board that they continued in open session for twelve days 
and then they went into secret session; and if the public ever knew 
when they came out of that they knew it simply by the announce- 
ments that appeared as to the results that they had reached. When 
the Senate investigating committee organized in New Orleans the 
board of returning officers were called upon for tabulated statements, 
first, of the number of votes as they had been returned from the dif- 
ferent parishes by the supervisors of registration, and also for the 
number of votes in each parish as they remained after the board had 
worked their will upon them; and they furnished those two tables. 
In the first place, from the votes of Vernon Parish contained in the 
returns of the supervisors of registration it appeared that there had 
been but two votes cast for the republican candidates, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wonder there were as many as that. 

Mr. McDONALD. There ought not to have been that many in that 
parish, and it is more than they would get again. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. They would not on your policy certainly, and 
never shall again, I venture. 

Mr. McDONALD. It was an enlightened parish. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Enlightened with gunpowder, with fire pnt to it. 

Mr. McDONALD, But two republican votes were returned by the 
supervisors of registration as having been east in the parish of Ver- 
non. When the tabulated statement of the returning board came to 
be examined, it was found that 178 votes had been taken from the 
democratic candidates and t into the republican column. 
That was the first disclosure in regard to the peut of Vernon. They 
had not yet promulgated their statement of rejected polls. Up to 
that time they had simply declared the general result, and these two 
pavers, copies of which are here in the reports made by that commit- 
toe to the Senate of the United States, disclosed just exactly the facts 
that I have stated. President Wells was before the Honse committee. 
He was called npon to explain that singular transposition ; how it 
was that when the supervisors of registration had returned but two 
votes for one party in that parish in the canvass of votes which had 
been returned to tbem they had placed 175 upon that side and had 
taken that many from the other side. He said he thought it must be 
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a clerical error; confessed he did not know how it happened; he 
could not tell. 

A few days after that, at the call of the Senate committee, the board 
of returning officers furnished astatement of thenumber of polls and 
parishes from which they had rejected votes, and when that state- 
ment came to be examined it was found that they professed to have 
rejected votes from the first, seventh, and tenth polls in the parish of 
Vernon, making an aggregate democratic vote rejected of 179, within 
just 1 of the number that they had thus trans The record of 
their proceso dioen; as kept by Senator Sherman, shows that not one 
aftidavit was filed against the parish of Vernon; that there was no 
charge against any one of the pollsin that parish. I have the record 
here before me, and I challenge Senators to look through it and find 
anywhere that the parish of Vernon has been assailed by any kind 
of charge; and yet we find in the published statement of the board 
of canvassers as to the polls rejected that they have rejected three 
polls in that parish, making a vote of 179 in the aggregate, withont, 
so far as any one who had any knowledge of the proceedings of that 
board knows, one particle of testimony to base it upon. The Senate 
committee undertook to investigate that matter a little further, and 
finally there were fished up from some quarter as having in some man- 
ner found their way into the possession of this board of canvassers four 
affidavits that undertook to charge fraud, violence, and intimidation 
at these three different polls. 

A careful search made by the House committee to ascertain the 
whereabouts of those four men disclosed the fact that no such men 
had ever been known to live in the parish of Vernon, and from tho 
fact that there were no such affidavits presented before the board at 
the time of the investigation into those returns and no such affidavits 
are embraced in the testimony published by the Sherman committee, 
the strong inference and implication is that these four men thus 
brought forward afterthe discovery of this “ clerical error,” as Presi- 
dent Wells called it, were gathered up from somewhere about New 
Orleans, from its purlieus; and I say to the Senate that if they had 
recommitted this report with the instructions that were asked for, 
that fact would have been proven, and in addition to that the fact 
would have been proven that the affidavits were made long after the 
board had closed its sessions, public and private, and not until this 
discrepancy was discovered. 

Ihave simply passed through a few of the points that are presented 
by the evidence before us, and that evidence, too, coming from the 
very authorities themselves. I ask what confidence can any man 
place in the action of such a board that. would so conduct itself? 

Mr. President, I do not believe this Senate would give that credence 
to their conduct and action thatit is inclined to do on this occasion 
if it was not that gentlemen feel or think or believe that there might 
be consequences reaching far beyond the question of seating a Sena- 
tor from that State, who has no more right to be aceredited a Senator 
from the State of Louisiana than he would have to be accredited 
from the Dominion, or the Sandwich Islands, or any other place, who 
can no more represent the propie of Lonisiana as a Senator than if 
they were to bring a man the uttermost parts of the earth for 
that pu Considerations of that kind have been spoken of by 
my friend the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. BAYARD, ] and I concur 
fally with bim in all that he has said upon that subject. 

There are certain things that are to be re; ed as accomplished 
facts. When a solemn decision is reached by which it is determined 
that a Chief Executive has been elected for four years and has been 
installed in office, there can be no appeal from that except to the 
people. No tribunal can go back into that for the purpose of investi- 
gating, examining, or 8 correctness; and however much 

believe its decision may have n incorrect, I am the last that 
voaa be inclined to disturb what has been so solemnly settled for 
tbe time. 

Mr. HILL. I wish to offer an amendment. I move to strike out 
all after the word “ resolved” in the resolution and insert: 


That Henry M. Spofford be admitted as a Senator from the State of Louisiana on 
a Senn Jor title, and subject to the right of William Pitt Kellogg to contest his 
sea! 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment just 
Pre by the Senator from Georgia. 

„HILL. Mr. President, I deeply regret the exhibition of party 
feeling that has been made during the past week. I feel that this Sen- 
ate is committing a mistake which will bear no fruit but regret; and I 
have concluded to make one more effort to arrest the reason of the 
Senate and see if at least we can allow time, without doing any in- 
justice to anybody, to give Mr. Spofford a better consideration than 
he has In my opinion the experience of the American people 
during the last ten years has established one great fact in history, and 
that fact is one which no statesman can be wise and not learn, and 
no patriot can be true and not regard. It has established the truth 
that the greatest possible curse that can befall free institutions is the 
possession of a common government by a successful party to a sec- 
tional strife or sectional war; nor do I except war itself. This 
arises chiefiy, from the fact that when parties divide on sectional 
issues and by a sectional line, passions become more intense, and 


when those passions have reached the point of rushing those sections 
into civil war, they engender hatred, and unfortunately the states- 
manship of the country which must control in the immediate sequel 
of such a war, is nothing ordinarily-but the result of passions and 
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hates engendered by that war. The result is that the legislation 
which would seek to establish the p rity and promote the welfare 
of the country is generally com of measures exhibiting the 
irit of revenge. Now, sir, it is my ee eee that the 
nate is about to commit what I must be excused for calling acrime, 
not a crime against Mr. Spofford, not a crime in behalf of Mr. Kel- 
logg, but a crime against the very character of this Government, and 
the plainest and most fandamental principles in it. 
I speak not for party. I do not hesitate to stand in the Senate of 
-the United States and confess to an andience of forty millions of 
people that I believe there is no „no secnrity for the future of 
this country until we have parties which shall be withont victories 
as well as without defeats in the sectional strifes of the past. Aman 
can contribute no higher patriotic services to his country than to aid 
in organizing such a party and tearing down those parties that live 
by the spirit of sectiona ; nor can he commit any greater crime 
against his country than by continuing to foment the passions which 
have already drenched the country in blood and buried one million 
of American freemen in the most wicked and bloody war in all time. 
I ask the Senate to hear me just one moment on one point, which 
is the great question, in my judgment, in this case; and I do believe 
that there can be no two opinions i the point if Senators will 
simply strip themselves of party feeling and lose sight of that pur- 
pose which has seemed to dominate this Senate for the last week ; 
that is,a simple poe of retaining a party ascendency for a tem- 
porary period in this body. The Senate has the right to judge of the 
ee qualifications, and returns of its own members. That is 
conceded. It is an unconditional and an absolute right in this body. 
It is a right which no other power can interfere with; it is a right 
which no other power can take part in. But what do you mean when 
ou say that the Senate has the right to judge of the elections, qual- 
Iheations, and returns of its own members? To what extent does 
that right 7 Itisfixed by the plain terms of the Constitution. You 
have a ri ft first of all to determine whether the person seeking ad- 
mission into this body has the qualifications prescribed by the Con- 
stitution. The Constitution says that no man shall be a Senator who 
is not thirty years of age, who has not been nine years a citizen of 
the United States, and at the time of his election an inhabitant of 
the State from which he is chosen. Those are constitutional quali- 
fications. 

Then the Constitution prescribes that the times, places, and man- 
ner of holding elections for Senators and Representatives shall be 
determined in each State by the Legislature thereof, but Congress 
shall have the right to change or alter those regulations in every re- 
spect except as to the place of choosing Senators. You have a right 
to see if tho man applying for admission into this body not only has 
the qualifications prescribed by the Constitution, but whether he has 
been elected in the manner, time, and place prescribed by the law. 
I affirm that that is the extent of your power. If the State sends a 
man here chosen by her Legislature with the constitutional qualifica- 
tions, elected in the manner, time, and place prescribed by the laws, 
you must admit him, of course provided he has not secured that elec- 
tion by frand or bri or crime. Then he is denied simply upon 
the ground that he is not elected, for a fraudnlent election is a non- 
election. But here is the point involved in this case: No man can 
take a seat in this body who has not been elected by the Legislature 
of his State. Who has the right to determine what is the Legislature 
of a State? Has this Senate a right to determine that question? 
Will any man stand up on this floor and say that the right to deter- 
mine what is the Legislature of a State enters in any degree into the 
powers of the Senate in deciding upon the elections, qualifications, 
and returns of its members? No man will entertain that view. The 
State not only has a right to determine this question, but it has a 
primary right, an absolute right, a right growing out of the very na- 
ture of our system of Government; and you have no business to ques- 
tion the determination of that State. It is a decision from which 
Sipe is no appeal, and which no earthly power has a right to review 
or alter. 

Of late years instances have occurred where it has been said that 
when the State failed or was unable to determine which body of men 
constitutes her Legislature, and lly when there is more than 
one representative, a representative from each of two bodies claiming 
each to be the slature, and each presents credentials here and the 
question is unsettled by the State, the Senate then acquires a power 
to determine which is the true Legislature. Without stopping to ques- 
tion the correctness of that doctrine now, I take this occasion to ex- 
press my doubt of its correct and say here that in my judgment 
the question as to what constitutes the legislature of a State can in 
no event arise on the application of a member for admission to his 
seat, and if any State fails or refuses to determine for herself what 
is her Legislature she thereby is deprived of the right to furnish a 
member to this Senate. 

Leaving that for the present, I will accept, for the sake of the ar- 
gument, the position which is justified by the precedents of late years 
and ized by the Senate in divers cases, that where there are two 
bodies in the State each claiming to be the Legislature, and each of 
those bodies cominissions a Senator to this body, this Senate acquires 
a right to determine which is the true Legislature. I will concede, 
for the sake of the argument, that in January last and up to March, 


and through March during the executive session of the Senate, there | 


were two bodies in Louisiana each claiming to be the Legislature, and 
that that state of fact gave this Senate a right before admitting either 
one to determine which was elected by the true Legislature. Now, 
here is the guesa I put to the Senate, and I wish every Senator to 
answer it: Did the fact that there were two rival bodies in Louisiana 
atone time take away from that State the right to settle which of 
those two rival bodies was her true Legislature, and if the State has 
settled that question for herself can you question the settlement? 
If she has decided that question can you controvert the decision? 
Have you any more power to review and revise and reverse that de- 
cision by the State, use at one time there were two rival bodies 
there, than you would have had if there never had been a rival body ? 
You acquire the jurisdiction that you claim to look into the legality 
of a Legislature from the necessity of the case, because it had not 
been decided by the State. As soon as one of those bodies becomes 
the recognized Legislature of the State, the necessity no longer exists 
and the jurisdiction no longer obtains. 

This question is not for the first time up, though not exactly in this 
form. I have always thought that it was very dangerous to quote 
the Rhode Island case as a precedent for any of the cases that have 
arisen in the Southern States, because the Rhode Island case was a 
case of conflict, not between two rival claimants for the same office 
under the same constitution, but it was a case of conflict between 
two rival governments. There were two constitutional governments 
claiming each to be the right government. There was the old charter 

vernment and there was what was called the Dorr constitution. 

rr represented the government which took hisname. He claimed 
to be elected governor under a constitution adopted by a voluntary 
convention of the people; and there were in Rhode Island abso- 
lutely two rival constitutional governments. That has not been the 
case in the South; that is not the case in Louisiana; and yet we are 
always ener about dual governments there. The real case of dual 
governments has not existed in Louisiana, nor in South Carolina, nor 
in any other of the Southern States. There have been double sets of 
mem and persons claiming the right to administer the same gov- 
ernment, but in each of those States there has been at the same 
time but one constitutional government; no Legislature has claimed 
the right to exist except according to that constitution, and no per- 
son has claimed the right to be governor except to administer that 
constitution. Therefore, I say it is exceedingly dificult and danger- 
ous to undertake, as has been so often done, to quote the Rhode 
Island precedent in this case. But take it. Let it stand. What have 
we in that case? Mr. Webster, who was one of the greatest men 
and greatest patriots this country ever produced, argued the Rhode 
Island case before the Supreme Court. His argument before the court 
is published in their reports and is found also more at length in the 
admirable edition of his works published after his death. Mr. Web- 
ster says: 
‘What do the Constitution and laws of the United States say upon this tt 


and tees to each a ro. 
estic violence. Tho 


There is a pointin the Rhode Island case which meets this case in 
Louisiana precisely. I should like to have the attention of Senators 
on the other side to that point, if I can, because I am not reasoning 
or making this speech for any pu but to get the idea that I am 
trying to elaborate fairly before the country and before the Senate, 
The point is in wy jongmens te gnable. It is claimed here that if 
the lature whichelected Kellogg was the legal Legislature at that 
time, the fact that another Legislature was determined to be the legal 
Legislature afterward does not vitiate Kellogg’selection. That is what 
vou say. Now, you must allow meto say that assumes the very point in 
controversy, In the Rhode Island case that very point existed. The 
very principle which you invoke was involved in that case, for the 

who was arraigned before the court replied to the averment of 
the other party that while it might be true that the Dorr govern- 
ment to which he belon; was then ont of existence it was in exist- 
ence when he committed the act complained of, and that as it was a 
government at the time he commi the act complained of he was 
protected, that it was then a legal act, and it could not become an 
illegal act because that government was afterward set aside. What 
was the decision? That the decision of the artery 8 ex- 
ecutive, the Legislature and people of Rhode Island that the Dorr 
vernment was not the legal government went to its origin, went to 
its foundation and made its acts illegal. Mr. Webster said, and the 
courts sustained the idea, that the question as to whether it was a 
legal government had been settled by the power which ought to set- 
tle it, and which was primarily competent to settle it, and whose 
decision, when rendered, bound all people. I call the attention of 
the Senate to the very strong language of Mr. Webster on this very 
question. After going on to argue that the Dorr government had 
failed, that it but a temporary existence, and that it was not 
a legal government and had disappeared, he comes to the point as to 
the settlement of that question: 

Ba I sa cannot look into the facts attem to be pro’ because 

of the pve Bee of the continuance of the old 8 9 legal 
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constitution went into effect on the 3d of May, 1843. To prove that there was | case, the Legislature electing Kellogg was the Legislature of Lonisi- 


another constitution of two days’ duration would be ridic 


You are trying to prove that the Packard legislature at least had 
an existence of a week, or a day, or an hour, and that if it did an 
act during that week, or day, or hour, that act lives forever. Mr. 
Webster meets that very point, for that was the very claim made by 
one of the parties in the case of Luther vs. Borden: 

To prove that there was another constitution of two days“ duration would be 
BE ee And I say that the decision of Rhode Island herself, by her Legisla- 
ture, hy her exeoutive, by the adjudication of her highest court of law, on the 
trial of Dorr, has shut up the whole case. Do you propose, (I will not put it in 
that form,) bat would it be p for this court to reverse that adjudication? 
That declares that the judges of Rhode Island knew nothing of the people's con- 
stitution.“ Is it possible, for this court or for the court below to know any- 


thing of it? 

tet to me that. if there were nothing else in the case, the proceedings of 
Rhode Island herself must close everybody's mouth, in the court and out of it. 
tent to decide the question h 


Rhode Island is com and everybody else ought 
to ai eg by her sion. And she has decided it.— Webster's Works, volume 6, 
page £39, 


What was Mr. Websters argument? “You claim that the Dorr 
gevernment had an existence of at least two days. You say it was 
pit sary by the people; that they ized it as the government 
of Rhode Island for two days, and you claim exemption from penal- 
ties for an act done during those two days contrary to the recognized 

vernment of the Stats.“ Mr. Webster replied to that claim 

hode Island has settled that question, and it has not only settled 
it beyond review by courts, but he said it closed the mouth of every- 
body ; it shut up every man in the court and out of it, and it bin 
5 Now, whether the Packard legislature or whether the 
Nicholls legislature was the true 1 of Louisiana was the 
very question in controversy in Louisiana. Who had the jurisdiction 
to settle that question? Who had the primary right to settle that 


question? Will 8 deny that the State of Louisiana had 7 

Mr. MM . Will the Senator from Georgia allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. L. Yes. 


Mr. McMILLAN. Was not the lature of Louisiana, termed 
the Packard legislature, organized under the administration of Gov- 
ernor Kellogg, who had been recognized as governor of Louisiana 
under iad chy ew election? Was he not the executive of that State, 
recognized by Louisiana and by every branch of the National Gov- 
ernment f S 

Mr. HILL. What if he was? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Under his administration was not the Legisla- 
ture organized ? 

Mr. HILL. Well, what if it was? 

Mr. MCMILLAN. By Mr. Kellogg? 

Mr. HILL. Did Kellogg have a 1 85 to make a Legislature? 

Mr. MCMILLAN. The executive department of Louisiana cis, > 
nized that Legislature as the Legislature of Louisiana, and the people 
of Louisiana recognized him as their executive. 

Mr. HILL, o recognized that Legislature? Kellogg? 

Mr. SARGENT. As governor, yes. 

Mr. HILL, Who ever heard inside of the Senate of the United 
States, or out of it, that the gorea had a right to make a Legisla- 


ture legal by recognizing it 
Mr. MCMILLAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him another 
question ? 


Mr. HILL. Well, yes. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Have you not just taken the position that the 
State has a right to determine which is its Legislature ? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly, I have. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Did not the people of Louisiana recognize Gov- 
ernor Kellogg as the executive of that State, did they not recognize 
him as such during his whole term of office, and under his adminis- 
tration and before the expiration of his term of office was not this 
the Legislature organi and recognized by the only constituted 
authorities of that State? 

Mr. HILL. I am not going into a controversy as to how long the 

ple of Louisiana recognized Kellogg as governor. They might 
ve recognized Kellogy as governor but they never recognized him 
as the State of Louisiana, 

Mr. McMILLAN. Does the Senator say the people of Louisiana 
did not recognize him ? 

: Mr. HILL. They did not recognize Kellogg as the State of Lou- 
siana, 

Mr. McMILLAN. They recognized him. 

Mr. HILL. I said the State of Louisiana had a right to settle this 
question. I did not say that Kellogg had a right to settle it. 

Mr. McMILLAN, as he not the executive of that State? 

Mr. HILL. Yes; but where did the executive get the power to 
determine who was the Legislature of the State ? 

Mr. McMILLAN, Is not the executive of the State authorized to 
act in behalf of, the State so far as his executive duties are concerned? 
_ Mr. HILL. So far as executing the law is concerned, a3 prescribed 
in the constitution; but I never heard before, and I do not think it 
ever was heard before by anybody, man, woman, or child, that the 
executive of a State had authority to make a Legislature, or that the 
Legislature could derive any vitality from recognition by the gov- 
ernor. 

Mr. MCMILLAN, But upon your own principle, under the Dorr 


ana. : 

Mr. HILL. The governor of Rhode Island did not reeognize the 

vernment. The point is, in the language of Mr. Webster, that 

ode Island had done it. Rhode Island had decided the question, 
not the governor of Rhode Island. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I cannot make quite as much noise as the Sen- 
ator, but I think his position is pretty fully answered in this case. 

Mr. HILL. You are the only man I think on the top of the earth 
who thinks so. You stand“ grand, gloomy, and sealing, in the soli- 
tude of your own originality. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. The Senator from ia is the only person who 
has taken the position he has on this question. 

Mr. HILL. The idea of the Senator talking about the governor 
recognizing the ture because the State recognized the gov- 
ernor! Therefore the governor is the State! 

Mr. McMILLAN. I am entirely willing to leave the position of the 
Senator and my own position to the Senate and the country. 

i . I have great respect for you, but my position is that 
the State of Louisiana had a right to determine for herself which of 
the rival bodies in her territory was her true Legislature or whether 
either was, That is my point; and I say if Louisiana has decided 
that question yon cannot review her decision, you cannot reverse it, 
you cannot deny it, you cannot question it, and you are guilty of 
usurpation if you do; you trample upon the Constitution if you dare, 
you prostrate a State if you attempt it, and succeed. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, will the Senator allow me to put 
in a question right there! 

Mr. HILL. ell, yes. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I want to suppose a case. Suppose we had all 
conceded, in the first place, which probably the Senator would not 
be willing to concede, that the Legislature which elected Mr. Kellogg 
was a legally constituted Legislature. 

Mr. HILL. 5 hag what? 

Mr. MITCHELL. Suppose it had been a legally constituted Legis- 
lature, without soy question from any source whatever. Suppose it 
had been conceded by all the people of Louisiana, by all the people 
of the United States, by all the constituted authorities in Louisiana 
and all the constituted anthorities of the Federal Government that 
the Legislature which elected Mr. Kellogg was a legal Legislature. 
Then suppose after an election of Senator by that Legislature a rev- 
olution had taken place in the State of Louisiana, 

Mr. HILL. I am coming to the revolution. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Which we all concede was a revolution unau- 
thorized, bloody, deadly; and by that revolution 

Mr. HILL. I will answer the Senator. 

Mr. MITCHELL. That this legally constituted Legislature was 
overthrown and trampled under foot, and out of existence, and a new 
Legislature was formed by common consent of the people 

Mr.HILL. I must say to my friend the Senator from Oregon that 
I will not yield farther. 

Mr. MITCHELL. And that act of the people 

Mr. HILL. I do not yield. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Wiped ont the acts of the other Legislature—— 
yield VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Georgia refuses to 

eld. 

Mr. HILL. I do not yield. 

Mr. MITCHELL, The Senator did yield for a question, and now 
he objects to the question being finished. 

Mr. HILL. I did not yield for a speech. 

oP vet Sa aaa I am not making a speech but I am putting a 
question. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senater from Georgia has the floor. 

Mr. HILL. I shall never, I trust, while I am in the Senate (and I 
do not complain of Senators getting up and asking me a question) 
undertake to make a speech instead of asking a question when I in- 
terrupt a Senator who is addressing the Senate. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Now, Mr. President, if the Senator will allow 
me one word 

Mr. HILL. I want to say to the Senator—— 

Mr. MITCHELL. I appeal to the Senate if I did not address the 
Chair and ask if the Senator from Georgia would yield to me for a 
question. 

Mr. HILL. Yes. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I endeavored to make 1 as short as 
possible, I think I asked a pertinent question a proper question, 
and I want an answer from the Senator, 

Mr. HILL. Lou shall have it. That is in the line of my argument. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I supposed it was. 

Mr. HILL. It was; it is a wonderful “ if.” the Packard ene, 
lature was legal, and if the whole State admitted it was legal, and if 
the outside world admitted that it was | „and i reader) questioned 
its legality, and if all that, could revolution destroy it? Certainly 
not. Certainly revolution might destroy the Legislature but it could 
not destroy a legal act done by the Legislature during its legal exist- 
ence. That is what the gentleman wants to come to, but 1 will come 
to that. I repeat th A5 I say, first, that a State has a primary, 
absolute, unconditional right to settle for herself what is her Legisla- 
ture and what body of men constitutes that 
the right to any earthly power to question her 


slature, and I deny 
ion. Isay when 
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tworival bodiesexistin a State, each claiming to be the Legislature, it 
is the right of the State to settle which of those two bodies is the legal 


Legislature, and because she has the competent jurisdiction to settle 
it, use she has the only competent jurisdiction primarily to settle 
it, her decision is absolute, and settles the question of the legality 
ot the body from its origin and beginning. at is my point. 

The question of the Senator from Oregon is a pointed question—a 
question that has merit in it. The next point, however, is, has Lou- 
isiana settled this matter? I call now the attention of the Senator 
from Oregon to what I mean when I say that the State has decided 
this question, not Governor Kellogg, nor governor, anybody else, ex- 
cept as one of the co-ordinate departments of a government. 1 say 
the evidence is absolute and conclusive that the State has settled 
which of these bodies is her legal Legislature. We know it as an 
historical fact that there is but one in that State now even 
claiming to be the Legislature. 

2 McMILLAN. That is established by revolution, as I under- 
stand it. : 

Mr. HILL. I will come to that if the Senator from Minnesota will 
just wait. Perhaps my ideas cannot run as rapidly as his do. I say 
in point of fact one of these rival bodies has disappeared; the other 
exists.. There is not one particle of evidence before the Senate that 
a human being in Louisiana questions its legality. We have its acts 

mblished by authority. referred to by the Senator from Delaware 
Mr. BAYARD] this evening. Here are the acts of this Legislature 
published by anthority for the guidance of the courts, for the guid- 
ance of the people, for the information of the world. What do those 
acts published by authority contain? There is every act passed by the 
Nicholls legislature, as it is called, from the 8th of January. Gov- 
ernor Nicholls was inau ted on the 8thof January. Onthat very 
day he approved a bill, and that act, and every act passed by the 
islature and approved by the governor, from that day until its 
final adjournment, is embodied in the published laws of Louisiana, 
declared to be published by authority, and given to the world as the 
legal legislation of Louisiana during this period. That is not all. 
The courts of Louisiana administer those laws; the courts of Louisiana 
ize that Legislature; the people of Louisiana obey those laws, 
black and white, democrat and republican. Nobody questions the 
obligation of obedience; nobody resists the process of the courts. 
That Legislature passes the law, her courts adnainister the law, her 
governor executes the law, the people obey the law, and the law is 
passed by that Legislature. That is not all. The very body of men 
who it is alleged here once claimed to be a legal Legislature have 
themselves gone into the Nicholls legislature and have admitted that 
that is a legal body. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. And were sworn into that body. 

Mr. HILL. There are fifty-nine members of what was known as 
the Packard legislature RET certificates, members of the Nicholls 
legislature, and fifty-one of them voted for Henry M. Spofford for 
Senator. in the case of Rhode Island what does Mr. Webster say? 
He says Rhode Island has settled this question because her courts, 
her Legislature, and her governor have submitted to this decision. 
He says the courts administer the laws passed by the charter gov- 
ernment, the governor executes the laws passed by the charter 

vernment, and the Legislature under the charter government enacts 

aws and the people obey those laws. That is what I mean when I 
say a State makes a decision. The State is not the governor, The 
State is no one officer in her territory; the State embraces all her 
people and all her authority; and in re; to Louisiana, all her 
ple, all her courts, all her Legislature, all her governor, all her anthor- 
ty, from the justice of the peace up to the supreme court, recoguize, 
obey, and enforce the laws passed by this Nicholls legislature, If 
ya send to the Library or anywhere else and ask for the laws of 
uisiana, for the last session, what do you get? You get the com- 
pilation of the acts of the Nicholls legislature from the 8th of Jann- 
ary up, not from the time of the reconciliation, as it is called, but 
from its origin, and that is given to you as the volume of the laws of 
Louisiana. Suppose you institute communication with the anthori- 
ties of Lonisiana to-day ; suppose the President to do it, or the Con- 
gress to do it, with whom would you communicate? You would com- 
municate with Nicholls. The United States courts enforce the laws 
by the Nicholls legislature, 

Now, then, while it is true that all the courts in Lonisiana, and 
every department of the government of Louisiana, and the people of 
Lonisiana obey the mee eee by the Nicholls legislature and re- 
cognize the Nicholls legislature and the governor, the very men who 
set up a rival legislature admit that it was a sham, as Mr. Webster 
ealls it in most splendid language. He says the Dorr government 
lasted two days. The French revolution lasted three days. The 
Louisiana Packard legislature lasted long enongh to elect Kellogg 
Senator. While that is all true of the Nicholls legislature, I affirm 
here, as this record shows, that there is not a single act passed by 
the Packard legislature that is obeyed by asingle human being in 
Lonisiana. There is not an act passed by the Packard legislature that 
is recognized by a single court in Louisiana. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. ill the Senator from Georgia allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. HILL. Yes. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Suppose the rebel government in Rhode Island 
during the Dorr rebellion had sue ed in doing then what the 


Nicholls government has done in Louisiana, and suppose Mr. Tyler 


had established communication with them and done precisely the 
same thing that the President of the United States has now done 
with reference to the Nicholls government; would that invalidate an 
election by the Legislature which existed before the inauguration of 
the Dorr rebellion; and would that have had any effect upon tho 
election of a United States Senator by that Legislature ? 

Mr. HILL. Oh, well, if the President of the United States had 
recognized the Dorr government, and the people of Rhode Island had 

nized the Dorr government, and the Dorr government had had 
absolute control and passed laws, and the courts had administered 
those laws, and the government had been a successful revolution, of 
course its acts would have had validity. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, How would it affect the position of a United 
States Senator elected before that revolution was perfected ! 

Mr. HILL. By the conceded legal government’ 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILL. It would have affected it by no means. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, That is exactly the point I propose to make. 

Mr. HILL, . There is no resemblance between that case and this. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I am asking really for information. 

Mr. HILL. I know that; and with respect for my friend the 
Senator from Rhode Island I answer his question. The difference is 
this: Suppose the charter government elected a Senator and that 
was a conceded legal Legislature which had been the government of 
Rhode Island from the very colony, there could not be any question 
about its legality; but you perceive this Packard legislature in Lou- 
isiana had no origin 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator from Georgia allow me to ask 
him one more qnestion? 

Mr. HILL. Les. 5 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Did not the rebellion, as far as the United States 
are concerned, break up all State government in Louisiana! 

Mr. HILL, I do not know as to that. You say it did. Ido not 
admit that there ever has been any rebellion in the South which had 
that effect. ; 

Mr. BURNSIDE. That is my theory, as you know, because I have 
had very good reasons for supposing that to be the case, 

Mr. HILL, Well, I will take the supposition. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, I do not want that put into question. 

Mr. HILL, That is the theory of reconstruction. That has been 
the theory here, I concede. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Then there must have been some beginning to 
the new government that was formed after the rebellion. 

Mr. HILL. I see your point. I will answer the Senator from 
Rhode Island, for whom I have very great respect, and I would not 
say anything to him that was not respectful for any consideration on 
earth, although my language sometimes appears to these other gen- 
tlemen to be disrespectful when I donot mean it. But here is the dif- 
ference in the two cases : the charter governmentof Rhode Island was 
once unquestionably the legal government and admitted by all tho 
courts and authorities in the State as such. There never was a time 
when the Packard legislature was so recognized, and as to whether 
it was a legal 141 is the very thing in controversy. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I ask the Senator whether there is not very 

reason for a great number of the people of the United States to 

lieve at this moment that at a certain time the Packard govern- 

ment was the lawful government in the State of Louisiana, aud is it 

a crime for people who do believe that way to vote according to the 
dictates of their conscience? 

Mr. HILL. No; I do not believe you have got any business to have 
any conscience about it. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 

Mr. HILL. I say it is a question for the State. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I asked the Senator a simple question in view of 
the fact that the Senator from Georgia announced to the Senate that 
he believed that we on this side of the Chamber were committing a 
great crime, 

Mr. HILL. I do not mean intentional crime. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Then, that is quite different. 

Mr, HILL. But I cannot take back the assertion that I think this 
action is going to be a oon crime. I believe that; but I say this, 
and here is the point, the question as to whether the Packard legis- 
lature was the legal lature or the Nicholls legislature was the 
legal Legislature, was the question in controversy, and the court, the 
jurisdiction, the power, the authority to decide that controversy was 
the State of Lonisiana, not yon, not not this Senate; and when 
that jurisdiction, that omnipotent jurisdiction for that purpose, did 
decide that question and enter a judgment, in favor of the Nicholls 
legislature, you have no right to assume against that judgment that 
it was wrong. That is the point. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I only wish to ask one question further, and 
then I shall not interrapt the Senator from Georgia again; and I am 
much obliged to him for giving me this time. What is to be done 
with the acts of the Packard legislature before the Nicholls legisla- 
ture came into anthority at all? 5 

Mr. HILL. There were not any—that is the very point—except 
the election of Ballons. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. There was a State government there. 

Mr. HILL. It did nothing. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. It was in communication with the Government 
of the United States. 
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Mr. HILL. My friend will allow me to say, as Mr. Webster said in 
the Rhode Island case, it was a sham. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. There was nothing to oppose it from its organ- 
ization up to the time of the recognition of the Nicholls legislature, 

Mr. HILL. Les, but I want to say to my friend from Rhode Island, 
for whom I have such great respect and who I am glad to see is ex- 
ercising his mind on this question, that the Packard legislature 
never passed a single law that lived two days. It has left nothin 
on earth on record. It pretended to one act which was sign 
by Governor Kellogg before he went out of office in the first eight 
days, to abolish the sixth-district court in New Orleans, but the act 
never took effect. The sheriff went there one day and was declared 
in contempt for doing that. The court that that act established in 
lien of the sixth-district court has disappeared, and the sixth-district 
court that that act pretended to repeal is in force to-day and has 
been in force all the time. So it is eee true, and that is what I 
am calling the attention of the honorable Senator to, (and I want 
him to see why I pronounce this contemplated action a crime and it 
will be held in history so,) that this thing you call the Packard le; 
lature passed no authoritative act on earth; it did not pass a resoln- 
tion; it did not pass a law; it never has done anything that any 
justice of the peace, any notary public, any court in Louisiana, any- 
body in Louisiana 1 enforees, or obeys as law. That is the 
very point. Here is the Nicholls legislature passing laws from the 
beginning. All those laws are obeyed; all those laws are published 
by authority; all those laws are executed, administered, and en- 
forced; they are recognized by the United States courts as well as by 
the State courts.: Here is the Packard legislature that did nothing. 
It has not done an act that is recognized. And yet this Senate is 
asked to stand here as the only body of men on earth inside or out- 
side of Louisiana that is to vitalize one single act of the Packard 
legislature. You are asked to give vitality to Kellogg's pretensions, 
and if Kellogg is admitted as a Senator to this body the only 
living monument of that sham government. It accomplished nothing 
except to elect him to the Senate. It disbanded the very men who 

tinto it under a pretended trial of contested seats, and they went 

ome and admit that. they were not entitled to seats. There is 
po man even who was in that Packard legislature now pretending 
that it was a legal body; and if Kellogg gets a seat in the Senate he 
represents nobody, he no Legislature, he has no court, he has no 
governor, he has no State. f 

Now I will come to the question of the Senator from Oregon, if he 
will pardon me for delaying to answer his question so long. I say to 
him in all kindness that I like to answer questions in their order. 
The only excuse that is given (and gentlemen will observe that the 
try to anticipate my argument by thrusting this point before me ; 
certainly am not going to leave it untouched) is that the Packard legis- 
lature was overturned by revolution. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Oh, no; I did not say that. 

Mr. HILL. You put it upon a supposition. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I did not say anything like that. I simply sup- 
2 a case in order to test the validity of the Senator's argument. 

e says that when the people of a State determine a thing that set- 
tles the whole matter. 

Mr. HILL. I did not say so, 

Mr. MITCHELL. I simply put a supposititions case. 

Mr. HILL. I say when the State herself settles which is her Legis- 
lature, that settles the matter for all the world; and I say moreover 
it settles it beyond review. 

Mr. MITCHELL. But does it do away with the legal ənd consti- 
tutional effect of acts passed by a legal Legislature prior to the time 
of the organization and recognition of its rival? 

Mr. HILL. No act having a legal, constitutional effect could be 
pasen by a Legislature that the State has never admitted was a 

gislature. It is an absurdity. How can you make it a constitu- 
tional legal act of a Legislature when the State has not recognized 
that Legislature ? 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Georgia allow me to ask hima 
question? 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask him which he thinks is the most 
solemn act in reference to the title of a Legislature: the act of the peo- 
ple of the State electing it according to law and declaring its mem- 

rs elected by the tribunal authorized by law to do it, or overturning 
it by violence and revolution 7 È 

Mr. HILL. You see that is the same question put in another form. 
The gentleman asks which is the most vital or which has the most 
force, a Legislature that is elected by the people 

Mr. HOAR. No. 

Mr. HILL. Does not everybody see that the very question in issue 
is whether the Packard legislature did have a legal existence from 
* quarter ? 

r. HOAR. The honorable Senator from Georgia does not under- 
stand my question. I understand his argument to be that the ques- 
tion what is a vital Legislature is to be determined by the State. 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. Suppose we concede that. Very well. Now which 
act shall we receive as the determination by the State; the act of the 
people of the State electing it and declaring it elected by the tribunal 
which the people of the State authorized to speak for them for that 
purpose, or the subsequent act overturning it by violence ? 


Mr. HILL. Does not the Senator 

Mr. HOAR. Let me finish the point. 

Mr. HILL. Let me answer your question. : 

Mr. HOAR. You will understand it by allowing me to add one 
other sentence. 

Mr. HILL. I understand your question perfectly. 

Mr. HOAR, xy nestion is therefore, if we must not ascertain 
whether the people did elect the Legislature and whether the lawful 
tribunal did declare it elected, and having ascertained that ourselves 
then reject the subsequent violent revolution which overthrew it. 

Mr. HILL. The question as to whether the Legislature was elected 
by the people is the very question the people themselves have de- 
cided, and the gentleman cannot escape fromit. Every question you 
popora assumes the matter in controversy. You assume that the 

ackard legislature was elected by the people, and then you assume 
that it has been overturned by revolution. 

Mr. HOAR. We find those facts. 

Mr. HILL. No; you assume them. 

Mr. HOAR. We find those facts proved. 

Mr. HILL. You cannot find those facts proved against the re- 
corded judgment of the State. That is my point. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him ! 

Mr. HILL. Let me get through with one at atime. Let me say 
this: Here is the 1 of a court. Here are two parties litigat- 
ing before the court. The court has jurisdiction of the subject-matter 
and of the parties. The court enters a jud, mt. Now, can yon go 
behind that judgment and say that the party the court decided 

inst was in the right? Have you a right to doit? Can you nul- 
lify that judgment by saying that the court decided wrong? The 
eee as to which party was right or wrong was the very question 

e court passed upon, and you have no right to annul the 8 
because you say you differ with the court. The court to ide the 

uestion between these two rival bodies was the State of Louisiana, 
That was the jurisdiction and the power to settle this controversy, 
and that jurisdiction has settled that the Nicholls legislature was 
the legal Legislature. Isay you cannot go behind that judgment. 
I say all this metaphysical argument about the returning board, as 
to who was elected and who was not elected, as to who got certifi- 
cates and who did not, as to who committed frauds and who did not, 
is out of the question. My point is that all those questions were not 
in litigation, that they were not in the controversy ; and when the 
State passed upon the real controversy, aud entered her judgment, it 
settled all those questions. It is a plain proposition. Gentlemen 
cannot get away from it. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I wish simply to ask my friend from Georgia 
whether or not the Nicholls legislature, so called, contained a legal 
qnorum in point of numbers, in numbers alone, until the Ist of Fob- 


ruary 

Mr. HILL. I think it did. It contained twenty senators and sixty- 
odd members of the lower house. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Every day from its first assembling it had a 
quorum. Confessedly a majority met, and from the day it came into 
existence it had a qnorum in both houses. 

Mr. HILL. But, gentlemen, that makes no difference. That also 
was involved in controversy between the two rival bodies and that 
also is settled by the decision of the State. Every question yon raise 
here behind that judgment is concluded in that judgment. Every 
lawyer knows that. What right have you to come up and say you are 
wiser than the State? What right have you to come up and say you 
are better than the State? What right have yon to say that you un- 
derstand better whom the people elected than the State understands? 
If the courts of Louisiana are satisfied and administer the law under 
their oaths, if the governor of Lonisiana is satisfied and executes the 
law under his oath, if the islature passes laws under oath, if the 
popso Louisiana, high and low, rich and poor, obey the laws of the 

icholls legislature as the legal Legislature, what right have you to 
differ with them? Yon do not elect a Senator; the Legislature of the 
State elects a Senator. It is the Legislature that belongs to the State; 
it isthe Legislature of the State; it is not your Legislature; and just 
the moment the State settles that question your jurisdiction ends, 
and you have no right to inquire into it. You have no more right te 
ge behind that decision of the State on this subject than you would 

ave aright to go behind the judgment of a court of the highest 
jurisdiction in the country. It covers all the matters in controversy. 

If anything could rivet this ment and make it conclusive it is 
the excuse for this; and I say, with all due deference to the gentle- 
men, that the excuse does not rise to the dignity of an excuse. You 
say the Packard legislature was overturned by violence. Where was 
the violence! What violence? What did the President do? He sim- 
ply withdrew the troops. What right had the troops there? To sup- 
press domestic violeace? There was no domestic violence, and the 
proof that there was no domestic violence was established, because 
the moment he withdrew the troops there was . If anything 
could demonstrate more clearly than the facts already stated that 
the Packard legislature had no place in the affections of the people, 
that it had no place in the confidence of the le, that it had no 
place in the will of the people, it would be the fact that the very 
moment the troops were withdrawn the Packard government fell; 
and is this Senate to establish the proposition that the government 
of a State rests upon no prop but the power of the military arm? Is 
the legal government of a State a government that cannot rest a day 
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or an hour against the will of the people except upon the military 
arm? Are you going to say that is the peoples government? You 
may say, if you please, that it is a military government, you may say 
it is a government of Federal agency, but can you say it is the gov- 
ernment of the people of Louisiana? 

Mr. President, the most remarkable thing that I have ever heard 

by men even in desperate strait is that the Nicholls government 
was established by revolution and violence. There was not an armed 
man, there was not an insult, there was not an excitement. The 
President simply withdrew the troops and the Packard government 
fell, because its only prop was knocked from under it. Nobody touched 
it; nobody threatened it; nobody harmed it. The prop, the military 
arm, the troops placed in the State-house alone kept it there. It had 
not dominion over asingle heart; it had not power over asingle will; 
it could not execute a single order; it did not have a notary public 
that would obeyit. It had no power, no existence, no authority except 
what it derived from the military. That military had no business 
there. The moment the President withdrew the troops and left the 
people to settle it for themselves all the people decided that the Nich- 
olls government was the proper government, and the Packard ae: 
lature agreed to it, and Packard himself abandoned his office and fled 
when nobody was after him, because “the wicked flee when no man 
pursueth.” And yet, here is the Senate startling the common sense 
of the country by disregarding a body as the legal Legislature that 
the whole State recognizes and insisting on recognizing as a Legisla- 
ture what nobody in the State izes. If Pac is to be the 
1 of Louisiana he has no constituency but this Senate; if Kel- 
ogg is to be the Senator from Lonisiana he has no supporter and no 
constituency. but this Senate. Can it be? 

Mr. President, I feel more intently on this subject than I can 
to the Senate, because the principle involved, im my opinion, reveals 
to every thinking man the future of this country. Have we come to 
this, that men deemed worthy to be sent to the Senate, educated men, 
enlightened statesmen, constitutional lawyers, can say to the world 
under their oaths that they look upon the Packard legislature as the 
Nee when nobody in the State respects it as such, when 
it no authority and no existence, when the only praetical exist- 
ence it did have was born in fraud, maintained by force, and disbanded 
the moment the force was withdrawn! It never for one hour had a 
lodgment in the affections of the people; and you call its overthrow 
arevolution! Withdrawing the troops and giving the people peace 
is revolution! You send the military into a State to keep up a tur- 
moil, and that you call giving peace and suppressing domestic vio- 
lence! You withdraw the military and the people immediately have 
peace, and you call that violence and revolution! Sir, it is an illus- 
tration of the great principle I announced in the beginning, the power 
of party spirit, the power of sectional party spirit, the power of a 
sectional party spirit that has been aggravated by a sectional war, a 
party spirit that been rioting in power for twelve years after the 
end of that war. It has taken possession of the souls of men; it has 
taken possession of the minds of men; it bas taken ion of the 
consciences of men; it has taken possession of the wills of men; it 
has taken possession of the reasons of men; it makes slaves of us all. 

Sir, I was born inaslave-holdingcountry. Isaw what the world has 
called slaves; for thirty-five years I lived in it with slaves, bat until 
I came to this body and witnessed the proceedings of the last few 
days I never knew the meaning of slavery. There was not a negro 
on his master’s plantation governed by an overseer that did not have 
more freedom to act than the partisans of this body. I use thisstrong 
langnage because I belive, as the Senator from Massachusetts has 
correctly said, that party spirit is the rock on which this conntry is 
going to split. We shall be wrecked by it. And when that Senator 
was talking about the power of party spirit I could but think of the 
illustration he himself was giving of it here. 

You tell me that any man in this body really believes that the 
Packard legislature is al Legislature! Yon tell me that anybody 
in this country believes that anybody has a right to say that is the 
legal Legislature after the State has decided otherwise, after that 
decision is undenied, after that decision is unresisted, after that decis- 
ion is admitted by courts and by authority and by people and by 
everybody in and out of the State! Do you tell me that of your free 
judgment, that of your constitutional learning, that of your unbiased 
feeling and conviction you believe that the Nicholls legislature is 
not the lawful] legislature and the Packard legislature is? If yon 
believe it, it is but an illustration of the power of party spirit to blind 
the reason ; if you do not believe it and yet do it for party purposes, 
it is but an illustration of the power of party todebauch the conscience. 

l appeal for the country. I care nothing for Kellogg; I care noth- 
ing for Spofford; I care nothing for individuals. I protest that it is 
not statesmanship to put ourselves up in opposition to the State as 
to what is her Legislature. I protest that you cannot preserve this 
Union by prostrating the States of the Union. I protest that you 
cannot preserve the liberties of this country by destroying the right 
of the people of the States to elect their own Senators and decide 
their own internal government. I protest in the name of all that 
inspires pride in the memories of the past and hope in the prospects 
of the future that frauds, villainies, and calumnies are not the agen- 
cies by which a republic can be preserved or honored. I repeat to 
the Senate I charge no intentional wrong, but I take up the senti- 
ment echoed by the Senator from Massachusetts, aud say it is party 
spirit; it is party spirit that has been born and bred in the passions 


of civil and sectional strife ; it is party spirit that has been hardened 
by the strifes of years; it will require the power, the moral power 
that I fear does not exist in this country, to destroy it. For tho last 
seven months I have hoped that we were on the dawn of a new era, 
and that sectionalism was going to be buried; that the parties that 


had lived on sectionalism would disband and disappear, and let us 
differ, if we must differ, on practical questions affecting the interests 
o: the conntry in the future. But if this man is to be put in this 
Senate solely to maintain sectional Party power at the expense of the 
will of the State, at the expense of the decision of the Btate, with- 
out any pretext whatsoever to justify it in the will of the State, when 
it has no existence but in fraud and no power bat by force, when it 
has disbanded itself, when its governor is gone, when the very Legis- 
lature that elected him has gone into the other and admitted that its 
previous existence was illegal—if this Senate, I say, notwithstand- 
ing all this-and in the face of all this, seat this man in the Senato 
what shall we not expect it todo? Where is the hope of good, honest 
government in the future? 

Mr. President, I had intended to go into a full discussion of the 
whole question behind the settlement and show, as I think I can 
show beyond controversy, that the existence of this returning board 
was unconstitutional, its action was without jurisdiction, and the 
results of its action frandulent, but I will not do so. Sir, if this 
Senate will dis the great facts that I have stated, if you will 
insist that a body of men accepted by all the le of the State, by 
all the courts of the State, by all parties in t tate as the legal 
Legislature is not the legal islature, that you have a right to go 
behind that judgment, and that you will go behind that judgment, 
and will reopen the controversy, and will reinvestigate the wisdom 
of that settlement, and the righteousness of that settlement—which 
I deny your right to do—if you will insist upon that and set up as a 
real Legislature a Legislature that has aaron no act on earth that is 
law, that has no resolution that is in force, that has no con- 
stituency and no er and no existence, in the name of Heaven 
what is it you will not do to seat a in this Senate ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, Í take the liberty to venture to 
suggest once more the possibility of our coming to an understanding 
as to taking a vote upon these questions aaa ask that unanimous 
consent be given in the usual method—not that the Journal shal! bind 
as an order, but the understanding of Senators does—I ask unani- 
mons consent to come to this understanding among Senators: 

First, to vote on the Kellogg-Spofford case at or before two o'clock and thirty min- 
utes a. m. to-day— 

By which I mean the next two o’clock and thirty minutes, one hour 
from this time by the clock— 
the chairman of the committee or any one allowed by him to have the last hour to 
sum up if desired. 


Mr. THURMAN. That would give him all the time now, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Exactly; but your side has had all the evening 
on the Kellogg case. 

Mr. THURMAN. Go ahead. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘Second, to vote on the Batler-Corbin case at or 
before the W of one hour after the Kellogg-Spofford case is 
disposed of, the time to be equally divided, the chairman of the com- 
mittee or some one for him to have the last thirty minutes to close 
the debate.” 

á I ph unanimous consent to come to that understanding, Mr. Presi- 
en 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 

Mr. GARLAND. Is there nothing, I ask the Senator from Vermont, 
of the other case? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I propose nothing. I ask unanimous consent for 
that I have named, nothing more, nothing 

Mr. GARLAND. Ido not think it is an improper proposition at 


all, 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I hope the proposition will be 
to, and I ask my democratic friends on this floor to agree to 
it and to trust to me that it will result in an arrangement perfectly 
honorable and fair to both parties. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT, Is their objection to the proposition? 
The Chair hears none. 
Several SENATORS. Question! Question! 
Other Senators, Let us vote now. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pro- 
by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. HILL, which will be read 
or the information of the Senate. 
The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to strike out all after the word 
“resolved” and insert— 
That Heury M. Spofford be admitted as a Senator from the State of Louisiana on 
Sans Jaci title and subject to the right of William Pitt Kellogg to contest his 
sca 


Mr. ALLISON called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) If I was not paired on 
this question with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Ransom,] I 
should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada, (when his name was called.) I am paired 
with the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. LaMar.] If he were present, 
I should vote “ nay.” 
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Mr. GORDON, (when Mr. Lamar’s name was called.) I will state 
that the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Lamar] is with the Sen- 
ator from Nevada, [Mr. JONES, ] If present, t nator from Missis- 
sippi would vote “ yea.” 

. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] If he were present, I should 
vote “yea” on this amendment and he would vote “ nay.” 

Mr. SARGENT, (when his name was called.) Iam with the 
Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WHYTE, ] who was called away by sick- 
ness in his family. I should vote “nay” if at liberty to do so. 

Mr. McMILLAN, (when Mr. Wrxpom’s name was called.) Mycol- 
league [ Mr. basins, is paired with the Senator from Virginia, [ Mr. 
JOHNSTON.] My mapas, would vote “nay” if he was present. 

The roll-call was uded, 

Mr. EATON. As this is an important vote, I wish to state that my 
coll o [Mr. BARNUM] is paired with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
Hamy.) If i 5 were here, he would vote “ yea.” 

Mr, COCKRE I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. ARM- 
STRONG] is paired with the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLumB.] If 
my celleence were here, he would vote “ yea.” 

. MITCHELL. I desire to state that my colleague 155 GROVER 
-8 paired on this question with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. BLAINE. 
If he were here, wy colleague would vote “ yea” and the Senator from 
Maine would vote “nay,” 

The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of IIlinols, Davis of 
FTC 
Saulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees, Wallace, and Wilbers. 2 


h, 
sylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, Conover, Dawes, 
A. 80 Edmunds, Hoar, Howe, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, Mitchell, Mor- 
ers, x bs 


Paddock, Patterson, Rollins, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, and Wad 

ABSENT—M Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, Ferry, Grover, Hamlin, Ingalls, 
Johnston, Toata of Nade, pp Saen Macey, Plumb, Kansan Xn Sharon, 
Whyte, and Windom—17. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I will not detain the Senate with remarks, but 
I desire to offer an amendment. I move to strike out all after the 
word “ resolved” and insert : 


That the contestant, Henry M. Spofford, be allowed to produce at the bar of the 
Senate the testimony he offered to produce before the Committee on Privileges and 


Elections to support the suggestions s; him before the committee, as set 
out in the third page of tho viows of the minority of the committee, and that the 
further consideration of this subject be postponed until such testimony can be 


taken. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to suggest to Senators that that is a plain 
violation of the understanding which has just been had that we 
should vote straight and square on the case. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I did not so understand the arrangement. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The understanding was in explicit terms that we 
should vote on the Kellogg-Spofford case, which we were discussing, 
straight and plain. 

Mr. MERRIMON, Strike out the last part of my amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The first is just as bad. 

Mr. HOAR. There is another objection. This motion is coupling 
BE Tey with an amendment. 

r. EDMUNDS. I wish first to know whether the understanding 
is to be observed ornot. I know my friend from North Carolina does 
not intend to violate it. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I do not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I submit to him that he does. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I asked gentlemen around me if it was a viola- 
tion, and nobody entertained that view. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The understanding was, as I understood it and 
stated, that we should vote straight on these cases, 

Mr. MERRIM ON. If it is to be treated as a violation of the under- 
standing, I shall not insist on it. I do not think it is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The whole conversation that led to it, as my 
friend would have understood if he bad heard it, was that without 
any further operations we should decide the matter fairly and 
cee upon the question as it was presented. I submit that to my 

riend, 

Mr. MERRIMON. It is perhaps a violation of the agreement, but 
I did not so understand it at the time. If I had so understood it I 
should not have consented to it when I did. However, I withdraw 
the amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment is withdrawn and the 
question recurs on the original resolution reported by the Committee 
on 1 and Elections, upon which the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EATON, (when Mr. BARNUM’s name was called.) I do not care 
about frequently stating the same fact, but this is a very important 
vote and I ought to say here that my colleague [Mr. BARNUM] is 
paired with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. HAMLIN. 

Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) The Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Ransom] is unable to be present on account of 


illness. Iam paired with him. If he were present, I should vote in 
favor of the resolution. 
Mr. WITHERS, (wien Mr. JOHNSTON’s name was called.) My col- 


league [Mr. JoHNsTON] is paired with the Senator from Minnesota, 
[Mr. WINDOM.] If he were present, my colleague would vote “nay. 
Mr. MAXEY, (when his name was called.) I am paired on this 
vote with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.] When he went 
home he informed me he had not recovered from the severe attack he 
had last summer, and he was anxious that I should pair with him on 
that account. On account of hisill-health I did so. If he were pres- 
ent, he would vote “yea” and I should certainly vote “ nay,” 

Mr. SARGENT, (when his name was ealled.) Upon this question 

t 


Iam patea with Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WHYTE.] If he 
were here, I should vote “ yea.” 


Mr. McMILLAN, (when Mr. Wrxpom’s name was called.) My col- 
league [Mr. WIN DOx] is paired with the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
JOHNSTON.] My colleague would vote “ yea” if he were present. 

The roll-call was concluded, š 

Mr.MITCHELL. I desire to state that my oo e Mr. GROVER] 
is paired with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. BLAINE.) If my colleague 
was here, he would vote “nay” and the Senator from Maine would 
vote “ yea.” 

Mr. INGALLS. My colleague [Mr. PLUMB]is absent from the city 
unavoidably, He is paired with the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
ARMSTRONG. 

Mr. DENNIS. My colleague [Mr. WHYTE] is paired with the Sen- 
ator fron California, [Mr. SARGENT. ] 

The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Penn- 
sylvania, Cameron of Wisconsin, Chatiee, Christiancy, Conkling, Conover, Dawes, 

irsey, Edmunds, Hoar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthews, 
8 Oglesby, Paddock, Patterson, Rollins, Saunders, Spencer, Teller, 
an e k 

NAYS—Messrs, Bailey, Ba; Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Davis of Ilinois, Davis of 
West Virginia, Bran Mann Gigs. 8 Hereford, i 


NT—Messrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Blaine, 3 Grover, Hamlin, In 
¥ Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, Why 


te, and Windom—. 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. THURMAN. I move that M. C. Butler, of South Carolina, be 
sworn in as Senator from that State. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to say that if there is no disposition to 
debate this question in the Chamber I will refrain from saying any- 
thing on it, 

Several SENATORS. Let us vote. 

Mr. THURMAN. If, however, speeches are to be made against the 
motion, then I shall claim the thirty minutes to which I am entitled, 
under the arrangement, to defend my motion. 

Several Senators. Let us vote. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, I had intended to say something 
upon the Louisiana case, but did not do so on account of the lateness 
of the hour and the evident desire of all the Senators to have the 
matter closed. I do not propose to say anything upon the South Car- 
olina case for the same reason. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) Iam paired on this 
question with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Ransom.] If 
he were present, I should vote against the resolution. 

Mr. EY, (when his name was errs i I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry.) If he were present, I should 
vote “ yea” and he would vote “ nay. 

Mr. SARGENT, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WHYTE, ] If he 
were present, I should vote “nay” and he would vote “ yea. 

Mr. McMILLAN, (when Mr. WinpDom’s name was called.) Mycol- 
league [Mr. 1 is paired with the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
JOHNSTON. J co e, if present, would vote “ nay. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I desire to say that my colleague, [Mr. RANSoM, I 
if present, would vote “ yea.” 

. EATON. My colleague [Mr. Barnum] is paired with the Sen- 
ator from Maine, [Mr. HAMLIN.] If Mr. BARNUM were here, he would 


vo “ee ea” 

Mr. WITHERS. My colleague [Mr. JOHNSTON] is paired with the 
Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. WiNDOM.] If present, my colleague 
woulll vote “ yea.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. My colleague [Mr. ARMSTRONG] is paired with 
the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB.] If my colleague were here, 
he would vote “ yea.” 

Mr. MITCHELL. My colleague is paired with the Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. BLAINE.] My colleague, if here, would vote “yen; the 
Senator from Maine would vote “ nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 29, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Bayard, Beck, Cockrell, Coke, Conover, Davis of West 
Virginia, Dennis, Eaton Garland, Gordon, Harris, Hereford, Hill, Jones of Florida, 
Kernan, Lamar, McCreery, McDonald, McPherson, Merrimon, Morgan, Patterson, 
— eae ulsbury, Thurman, Voorhees Wallace. and Withers—29. 


5 „ B 
sylvania, Cameron of 8 Chaffee, Christiancy, Conkling, wes, Dorsey, 
Yamuna: Hoar, Howe, Jones of Nevada, Kirkwood, McMillan, Matthe Mi 
Morrill, Saunders, S. 
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ABSENT—Messrs. Armstrong, Blaine, Davis of Illinois, Ferry, G X 
Hawlia, Ingalls, Johnston, Maney, Plumb, Ransom, Sargent, Sharon, Whyte, and 

udom— 

So the motion was agreed to. t 

í SENATORS SWORN IN. 

Mr. DORSEY. Iobserve that the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. Kel- 
logg) is now present, and I ask that he be sworn in. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator will present himself and 
take the oath of office. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I move that Hon. M. C. Butler be now sworn. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He will also present himself and take 
the oath of office, They will present themselves in order as they 
take the different oaths. 

Mr. KELLOGG and Mr. BUTLER presented themselves at the desk, 
and the oaths prescribed by law having been administered to them 
respectively, they took their seats in the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE .SESSION. 


Mr. CONKLING. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After sixteen minutes spent in exec- 
utive session the doors were reopened, and, on motion of Mr. ED- 
MUNDS, (at two o’clock and twenty minutes a. m., Saturday, December 
1,) the Senate adjourned until two o’clock p. m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, November 30, 1877. 


The House met at twelveo’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison, 
The Journal of Tuesday last was read and approved. 


PAY OF EMPLOYÉS OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimous consent, offered the following reso- 
lution; which was read and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved That S puse who wero discharged from the “solliers' roll“ by the 
Doorkeeper ot the House of Re; tatives since November 1, 1877, be allowed 
one month's pay in order that they may be enabled to reach their homes. 

Mr. BOYD, from the Committee of Accounts, reported a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 59) authorizing the payment of the employés of 
the Honse of Representatives, through the Clerk, for the time served 
by them during the present session of Congress without having taken 
the oath prescribed by law; which was read a first and second time. 

The joint resolution provides that the employés of the House of 
Representatives who have served during the present session of Con- 
gress, and who have not taken the oaths prescribed by Jaw, shall be 
paid their respective salaries out of the fund already appropriated 
for such purposes. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en and read a third 
time; und being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BOYD moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint resolu- 
tion was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. : 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY OF THF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BUTLER, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, repo: back, with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
bill (H. R. No. 1532) to provide a method for the settlement and ad- 
5 of the accounts of the attorney of the United States for the 

istrict of Columbia. 

The bill was read. It provides that the emolument returns of the 
attorney of the United States for the District of Columbia shall be 
returned to the Attorney-General, and the accounts of the said at- 
torney shall be rendered, audited, and paid in the same manner as 
accounts of all other district attorneys are audited, and 


paid. 

The bill was ordered to be en and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 

Mr. BUTLER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
pened; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


THOMAS A. NICHOLSON. 


Mr. ROBBINS, by unanimous consent, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported back the bill (H. R. No. 224) for the relief 
of Thomas A. Nicholson, and moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

VETERANS OF THE MEXICAN WAR, 

Mr. GOODE. I ask unanimous consent to present the memorial of 
the Mexican veteran association of Norfolk and Portsmonth, pray- 
ing for pensions, and I ask that it be priuted in the RECORD without 
the names and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


No objection was mado, and it was so ordered. 
The memorial is as follows: 


To the honorable Senate and House of 


ives, greeting: 
We, the petitioners, for and on of the Mexican veterans’ on of 
Norfolk, Portsmou 


often-repeated 
th our trials, and long- 


neglect : 
Justice is all we want; pr ey earth is more sacred or divine, for all good 
men adore that virtue, “that doth right define.” 


For the heavens themselves, when mortal men implore 
Right in their wrongs, are ruled for righteous lore.” 


cays ig ha 
than the Mexican veterans—no men showed more self-sacri{cing patriotism in 


P 
Government that is, and will continue to be as long as right and justice prevails, 
the admiration of the universal world. 
Judge us not, then, either rude in manners or insolent of speech. Truth fears 
nothing but concealment. 
When the national honor was at stake. and the public safety in question, our 
blood and zeal fiowed warm and eager as our tongues do now, while the blood of 
many of our slaughtered comrades stain those shores to which politicians hoped 
we might “be welcomed with hospitable hands to bloody graves, and that our bones 
might bleach white on the sea-shore,” 
hink of this, ye who would be patriots, and remember the model statesman is 
he who is the disinterested friend of truth and justice. None but bigots maintain 
re ngs Segs in that event it but shows the mean sign of a dastard 
in 
apath 


sectional 
rit to triumph i pomp of over a foo oppressed. 
pp i baii giai nd Ege Aa gales oli cota 
“ With souls sincere, 
In action faithful, and in honor clear,” 


and the dead, your countrymen, and their widows, man: 

of whom now nish fn dire eee which a mito cold help. 5 

Therefore, from the inmost recesses of true hearts, men who have been tried and 
not found wanting, we appeal to as men, as countrymen, who are instilled 
with the broad neiples of man and who Berns $a the dictates that 
contend for a right above all earthly dignities—the rightofopimon Wo therefore 
ask you as men, who in your legislative spheaes are, or ought to be, animated solely 
and alone by the sentiments of conscien’ that will do j without fear, 
favor, or tion, sectional envy, or individual animosities. 

The war of the rebellion is over, reason à supreme, “and joy cometh with 

morn ;" we ars all united. Let your ion promote harmony, con 

and fellowship by not permitting one single Mexican veteran to be an exception to 
the rule; treat all alike, for those who followed the rebellion are as much to blame 
as those who lead ; the brave are always generous; think not of the past—let us im- 
prove on the future, and away with proscriptive jegislation—let it die among the 


ngs that were. 

Where, we ask with pride and would have been the great system of 
internal improvements which now join ocean with ocean across the continent 
with iron bands? It has develo an extent of territory four times rin 
area than the thirteen original States, with nigh unto ten times the amount of 
ee 55 untold and undeveloped wealth rivaling comparison the 


con: 
Compare the triumph of the Mexican war with the days of 76, 


“Which we all ever shall revere, 
For our fathers took their muskets then, 
To fight for freedom dear.” 


Shall ye, then, the leaders of the people, ‘whose souls are lighted with reason 
from on high,” ‘sons of our sires,” who have won for the pona such 
an extent of territory teeming with the bounties of nature and room for millions 
yet unborn to rise up and bless those who have so promoted and en- 
lightened civilization?” 
longer deplore the ingrati 


help the li 


For this are we veterans; let us — be confounded or 
tude of such a Republic as we all love to live in and 


GEORGE W. RICHARDSON, 
Executive Committee Norfolk and Portsmouth Mexican Veteran Association. 


MARY QUINN. > 


Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1743) for the relief of Mary Quinn, of Lexi n, Kentucky; which 
was a first and second tim referred to Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be prin 

WILLIAM P. THORNE. 


Mr. BLACKBURN also by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 1744) for the relief of William P. Thorne, of Henry County, 
tucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Justice, and ordered 
to be printed. 
GRANVILLE GARNETT. 


Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 

H. R. No. 1745) for the relief of Granville Garnett, of Owen County, 

entucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
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INFRINGEMENT OF PATENTS. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I move tosuspend the rules for the adop- 
tion of the following resolution : 
Whereas it is that in many parts coun’ 

— and iabortag men * 5 
persons claiming that patents held by them are infringed by 
lements necessary in 


Keso That the Committee on Patents be, and it is hereby, instrncted as soon as 

5 2 fa to the 57 5 5 7 which — rohibi Les bringing or main- 
— 8 damages, for an; ringement of a paten: any person 
who purchases for his own „ ue cle or 
implement in market, unless at the time he purchased the same he knew that it 
impinged some existing patent. 


Mr. GARFIELD, Is this for reference or for action at this time? 

The SPEAKER. | It is for action. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. If there is objection, then I move that 
oe rules be suspended so that the House may now pass the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. VANCE. I would not object to the introduction of this reso- 
lution for reference to the Committee on Patents; otherwise I must 
object. 

The SPEAKER.. Debate is not now in order, and objection does 
not avail, for the motion is to suspend the rules and pass the resolu- 
tion. 

8 question was taken; and upon a division, there were—ayes 62, 
noes 45. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; there being on a division—ayes 
40, noes 69; one-fifth voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. CLYMER. It is evident that there is no quorum in the Hall, 
and I therefore move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, I desire to make a parliamentary in- 
quiry of the Chair, Should the House determine now to adjourn, in 
what situation will the motion now pending be when tho 
again meets! 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the rules and pass the res- 
olution is left nndecided. The Chair is bound under the rule to rec- 
ognize one motion to adjourn rt a motion to suspend the rales. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. My inquiry was this: What will be the 
situation of my motion to suspend the rules, in case the Houseshould 
now adjourn? Will it come up as unfinished business when the 
Honse in meets! 

The SPEAKER. It is left undisposed of. 

Mr. ere of Indiana. I trust the motion to adjourn will not 

revail, * 

p The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. CLYMER; and 
upon a division there were—ayes 95, noes 45. 

So the motion to adjourn was agreed to; and I (at twelve 

o’clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) the House adjourn 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BAYNE: Resolution of the Chamber of Commerce of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, indorsing the bill to regulate interstate com- 
merce and prevent unjust discriminations by common carriers—to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of Mrs. Martha Lachman, for com- 
F. eh for services in the Army—to the Committee on Military 

airs. 7 
By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petitions of James B. Treadwell and Re- 
gina Quentin, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Also, the petition of W. A. Rodgers, late first lieutenant Company 
K, Eighteenth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, for additional 
pay as an officer in the Army—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

y Mr. DIBRELL: The petition of citizens of MeMinn County, Ten- 
nessee, that a pension be granted to John Kiltner—to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, 

Also, the petition of the members of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
church at Calhoun, Tennessee, for pay for their church-house, torn 
down and used by the United States Army—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. EICKHOFF: The petition of citizens of New York, for the 
restoration of the wages of mechanics employed upon public bnild- 
ings and in navy-yards throughout the country and in the Depart- 
ments at Washin to their former rates—to the Committee on 
Education and Labor, 

By Mr. ELAM: A relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Marthaville to Allén, Louisiana—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr FORT: A paper relatin 
route from Saint Anne, Illinois, 
Indiana—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of Reuben Delevan Mussey, that 
the pretia of the Treasury be authorized to settle his accounts on 
principles of equity—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


to the establishment of a post- 
y way of Pembroke, to Morocco, 


By Mr. GUNTER: Papers relating to the claim of Robert Y. Wood 
for e aed taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. HOOKER: Papers relating to the claim of the heirs of Re- 
becca L. De Leon for rent of house by the United States Army—to the 


same committee, 

Also, papers relating to the petition of J. M. Stone, William M. 
Campton, and W. C. MeAlexander, sureties on the official bond of B. 
B. Emory, deceased, late collector of internal revenue of the third 
district o vas for relief—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KENNA: Papers relating to the claims of Mrs. Jane T. Haw- 
kins and Kiah Smoot for compensation for property used and de- 
stroyed by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, pa relating to the claim of citizens of Raleigh County, 
West Virginia, for compensation for the destruction of the Baptist 
church at Raleigh Court House, West Virginia, by the United States 
Army—to the same committee. 

By Mr. KIMMEL: The petition of Palmer Engleman, for a pension 
—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. e 

By Mr. MARSH: The petition of George Ritter, of Nauvoo; Nli- 
nois, for relief on account of obstruction to navigation in front of 
his mill 2 caused by the construction of a coffer-dam at Des 
Moines pide, Iowa, by the United States for the purpose of build- 
nee canal—to the Committee on Railways and Canals, i 

y Mr. SWANN: The petition of Emily J. Fardy, of Baltimore, 
Maryland, that she be refunded $3,000 retained by the United States 
for the failure on her part to complete a steam propeller for the coast 
survey in 1873—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr, THROCKMORTON: Papers 0 5 to the claims of J. II. 
Baker, Spencer Bevers, E. L. Carter, E. L. Clark, A. Graham, J. G. 
Halsell, William M. Hardin, Elizabeth Harper, C. F. Hazlewood, 
John Keenan, J. P. Lindsey, Francisco Lopez, J. C, Loviug, James 
C. Loving, James Martin, Leandro Martin, Daniel E. Moore, Joseph 
Rice, Susan M. Rivers, D. G. and D. A. Sanford, R. Vaughan, A. N. 
Wood, and S. N. Wood, for Indian depredations—to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. TURNER: Papers relating to the establishment of certain 
peer nis in Kentucky—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 

ost-Roads. 

By Mr. WALKER: The petition of 1,000 working men of Maine, 
New York, and Virginia, for the enforcement of the eight-hour law— 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

By, Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama: A paper relating to a change of 
the post-route from Perate to Brundige, so as to go by way of Barr's 
Mill instead of Buckhorn, Alabama—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 


IN SENATE. 


SATURDAY, December 1, 1877. 


The Senate met at two o’clock, p. m. 

Prayer by the Rev. WILLIAM PATTON, D. D., of New Haven, Connec- 
ticut. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Re e e by Mr. GEORGE M. 
Apams, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a resolution 
providing for the adjournment of the two Houses without day at 
three o — 5 Pe m. this day, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
was requ 

DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The presentation of petitions and me- 
morials is in order. 

Mr. SARGENT. I wish to make an sian to the Senate to take 
up the deficiency bill. I shall give way of course to morning busi- 
ness, but I should like the Senate to proceed now to the considera- 
tion of the lar deficiency bill. After the bill is taken up I will 
yield to morning business. move that the Senate p to the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes, 
which was reported from the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was 8 to. 

Mr. SARGENT. I now yield to Senators who desire to present 
morning business, i 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I presenta petition, numerously signed, of R. F. 
Gibson and others, citizens of Oregon and Washington Territory, re- 
siding in the vicinity and along the line of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road, as well inside as outside the limits of the grant to that road. 


| They pray the favorable consideration of certain propositions which 


they brietly state, and which are as follows: : 
‘Whereas the legal control of the land grant by the United States Government 


to the Northern Pacific Railroad e 4 has or will soon lapse by limitation of 
time, and said company will soon apply for an extension of time to complets said 
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road, and the said grant in the original bill, as. amended, was upon such terms as 
c bee, burdensome to settler upon any lands lying within tho limits of said 
rail grant, inasmuch as the tof homesteads on the even sections waa ro- 
duced one-half, and the price donbled upon Jands obtained by p tion, and the 
settlement of the country 2 much retarded by rendering the title of all lands 
obtained through said railroad company uncertain, insecure, and yery liable to be 
held at an exorbitant price, as well as the time very indefinite; and as the bnilding 
of said raitroad is of snch vital ore to the whole country as to warrant and 
demand of Congress continued aid in its completion: 

Therefore, we pray that Co extend the time and aid for building the North- 
ern Pacific Railroad by retaining apart from the public lands all the odd sections, 
as described and granted in the — — bill, >a mji gogh ginda avery the price 
of $1.25 acre, subject to en y. -em ption v. in lots n ex one 
9 ms 1 | Were to be tcanstorred to the Northern 


N fast as the road is tracted 

as as the constructed: 
And that Congress — A a relief bill for the benefit of all persons who have taken 
land under the provisions of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company and complied 
with the irements of said company to the time said lands revert to the Govern- 
ment, and snch persons shall have the exclusive right to purchase such lands 
at the an at j a ar Paar 

‘That equitable relief be given those whose homesteads have been limited to eighty 
to those who have been compelled to pay $2.50 per acre for mption 
and that the right of homestead and pre-emption on Government lands shall 
be no bar to acquiring railroad lands; 

‘And, further, that if the Northern Pacific Railroad Cnr see fit to reject the 
offer of the proceeds of the odd sections as hereinbefore asked, then that Congress 
will grant the same aid to the Portland, Dalles and Salt Lake Railroad or any other 
company who will construct a railroad through the aforesaid country. 


I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on Rail- 
Toads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of Rollin J. Reeves, praying 
compensation for pro) rty destroyed by the Indians while he was 
carrying on a suryey for the parce of 8 the boundary- 
line between the Territories of Wyoming and Dakota during the 

resent year; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 


airs. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of the 
College of Physicians, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, pts ing Con- 
gress to relieve the manufacturers of chemicals from the heavy tax 
now levied on them upon quinine; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING presented tho petition of Thomas W. Olcott, presi- 
dent of the Mechanics’ and Farmers’ Bank, of Albany, New York, and 
others, praying for tho repeal of the bankrupt law; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

He also presented the petition of Mary C. J. Budlong, of Utica, 
New York, praying for a pension by reason of the services of her 
husband, John Badlong; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Augustus Watson and William 
Coppinger, praying for an appropriation by Congress of $50,000 to 
pay for a preliminary survey, &c., for the pu of establishing a 
transcontinental railroad from the Republic of Liberia eastward one 
or two thousand miles into the Niger valley; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the petition of D. D. Me- 
Millan and others, citizens of La Crosse, Wisconsin, praying for the 
repeal of the bankrupt law ; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOWE. I present the memorial of George T. Angell, president 
of the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- 
mals. presenting a great many facts illustrating the evils witnessed 
now in transportation of animals from the West to the sea-board. 
The paper is evidently one of much importance, and I move that it 
be printed and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary which has 
a bill before it on the subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DORSEY presented certain papers to accompany the bill (S. 
No. 340) for the relief of William F. Grove; which were referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


BINDING OF CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing bindin, 
of documents for members of Con to report it without amend- 
ment and recommend its passage. As this bill is for the convenience 
of Senators and Members of Congress and as there will be no opposi- 
tion to it, I ask for its present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
roceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the Public Printer to 
ind at the Government Printing Office any books, maps, charts, or 

documents published by authority of Congress, upon application of 
any member of the Senate or House of Representatives, upon pay- 
ment of the actual cost of such erg 

Mr. ANTHONY. I have no doubt, Mr. President, that this is au- 
thorized now by existing law, but the Public Printer puts a different 
construction upon the law, and therefore this bill was brought in. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I should like to ask a question, I 
understand the bill allows any Senator or Member to have any bind- 
ing done whatever. 

r. ANTHONY. Only public documents, maps, &c. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Let it be read again. 


The Chief Clerk read the bill. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think that is right. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 


to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


` SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


Mr. WADLEIGH. I am instructed by the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections, to whom were referred the credentials of J. B. Eustis 
as Senator-elect from the State of to report back tho 
same, with the following resolution: : 

Resolved, That James B. Eustis is 1 entitled to a seat in the Senate of tho 
United States from the State of Louisiana, the 12th day of Jan , 1876, for 
AS A gion, S doh A ESE S be ete ete thereto upon g tho 
proper oath. 


I will also state that there will be upon this case a written report 
by the committee, and I suppose also a minority report, 

Mr. INGALLS. I, as one member of the committee, do not agree 
in that resolution or report. I am justified in saying that two other 
members of the committee concur with me in their opposition. What 
the practice of the Senate is I do not know, but I shall ask leave, if 
leave be to submit in writing a report embodying the 
views of the minority of the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands that to be the 
usage of the Senate. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the claim of Peasley & McClary for transporting the mails 
and mail agent from the depot of the Worcester and Nashua Railroad 
to that of the Wilton Railroad, in the city of Nashua, New Hamp- 
shire, submitted a report thereon. 5 by a bill (S. No. 364) 
for the relief of Peasley & McClary, of Nashua, New Hampshire. 
8 5 ke was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 

rinted. 

r. MORGAN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Francis Gilbeau, praying compensation for the 
rent of certain 8 occupied by the Government in San Antonio 
and Galveston, Texas, in the P 5 1865 and 1866, submitted a report 
8 accompanied by a bill (S. No. 365) for the relief of Francis 

i A 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED, 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 366) for the relief of Rollin J. Reeves; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 367) for the relief of Louis Albertson, of Dal- 
las, Texas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. . 

Mr. VOORHEES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 368) granting pensions to the soldiers and 
sailors of the war with Mexico and to the widows of such as are de- 
ceased; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 8) authorizing Captain Jonathan 
Young of the United States Navy to accept a silver medal and a 
betel-nut box from the Emperor of Siam; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 
That the tion and papers of citizens of Idabe Territory prayin 

the ment of e laud district in that Territory be taken Rann 
files and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. WITHERS, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial and papers of Jonathan K. Hodges be taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill (H. R. 
No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck of the United 
States steamer Huron, and for other purposes; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Mr. President, I should like to appeal to 
Senators not to presen any more bills and petitions to-day. It can 
be just as well done next week and there is some other business that 
we ought to do here to-day. I hope, therefore, that the motion of the 
Senator from California will prevail. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. e bill moved by the Senator from Cali- 
fornia is before the Senate, but he gave way for morning business. 

Mr. SARGENT. I call for the regular order. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the Government for the fiscal year eniling 
June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other pur 8 

Mr. SARGENT. Iam well aware of the value of time to-day, this 
being probably the last day of this session of Congress, and I shall 
be very brief in the preliminary remarks upon this bill. 


1877. 


The deficiency bill as it passed the House appropriated $893,488.22 
exclusive of reappropriations, and the amount of reappropriations 
was $681,681.27, taking in all from the Treasury $1,575,169.49. The 
Senate committee upon new matters, laid before it by the Departments 
in most cases, added thereto $1,094,542.55, It is the eustom between 
the two Houses upon deficiency bills and the sundry civil bill, for 
each Committee on Appropriations to act npon matters sent to it up 
to the time that the bill passes the committee. After it has passed 
the bill, all such matters go to the Appropriation Committee of the 
other House, so that the additions to a bill are not necessarily such 
as would be rejected by the other House, but simply come in later as 
the exigencies of the service may require and are laid before the 
committee whose turn it is to aot upon them. Probably most of these 
appropriations would have been originally adopted in this bill by the 
Honse if they had been presented in time. The only item perhaps in 
regard to which that is not true relates to the star-route mail service, 
$500 Seg the Senate committee has put in an appropriation of 

To economize time and answer every practical purpose, I ask thac 
the bill be read through, and as it is being read, that the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Appropriations be reported and acted 


upon. 

Ehe VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be observed. As the 
amendments of the committee are read they will bo specified. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

The first amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was after 
line 44, among the items of appropriation to pay judgments of the 
Court of Claims, to insert: 


gine Pay judgment rendered in favor of Philemon B. Hawkins, February 12, 1877, 


Mr. KERNAN. In what court was that judgment rendered? 

Mr. SARGENT. In the Court of Claims on appeal from the Supreme 
Court. I have here a copy of the judgment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 48 to insert: 


wane judgment rendered in favor of Elijah S. Alvord, November 26, 1877, 

Mr. KERNAN. Will the same explanation apply to this judgment, 
I would ask the Senator from California ? 

Mr. SARGENT. Except that I have no copy of the record. 

Mr. KERNAN. This was only on the 26th of November. Are we 
to pay before the appeal is decided? Has there been an appeal ? 

Mr. SARGENT. It is true it was rendered on Tuesday, but it was 
in pursuance of a mandate of the Supreme Court. 

Mr. KERNAN. That is all I wanted to know. 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was in 
line 69 under the head of “ Treasury Department” to increase the ap- 
propriation for fuel, light, water, and miscellaneous items in the care 
of public buildings from $60,000 to 880,000. 

Mr. SARGENT. I will briefly explain the increase there. For 
1876 there was appropriated $400,000 for this purpose; for 1877, 
$375,000; and for 1878, $285,000. This 880,000 will make $365,000; 
which is $15,000 less than last year, and $40,000 less than the year 
before. There are three new hostages one at San Francisco, one at 
Trenton, and one at Parkersburgh. This appropriation is designed 
to furnish fuel, light, water, and all the items which are mentioned 
in the clause for all buildings under the control of the Treasury De- 
partment; that is to say, all buildings which are owned by the Gov- 
ernment, and embrace post-offices, custom-houses, and other build- 
ings of that character. The committee made a very thorough inves- 
tigation, and were satisfied that the amount that is recommended in 
the amendment is the least that this service can be done for. They 
get along somewhat cheaper in some ts. This sum is a little 

ess than the estimation for this year, and less than the appropriation 

for last year; but they can get coal cheaper, and so of some other 
items. e think they can get along with this, but this amount is 
absolutely necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was after 
line 88, to insert: 

For adapting the ponds in monument lot in the city of Washington to the cul- 
ture of carp for distribution throughout the United States, (the use of which lot 
for the purpose in question being hereby granted to the United States Fish Com- 


mission,) the work to be done by the N in o of public buildings and 
33 according to the plans of the United States Fish Comalanion, $5,000 to 
available immediately. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think there is no necessity for any argument to 
the Senate showing the value of fish-culture and the great use chat 
it bas been in all parts of this country in furnishing a cheap and 
wholesome article of food for the people, filling the streams which 
have been nearly exhausted. 

With reference to this particular amendment, I have in my handa 
letter from Professor Baird, who has charge of this sabject-matter, 
and has managed it with great ability and economy fór seve ral years 
past. The particular amendment adapting the ponds on the monu- 
ment lot for carp-culture for distribution among the various States is 
discussed in this letter which I send to the desx and I desire to have 
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it read from the point I have marked. It is a very interesting letter 
and I wish it to appear with the debate on the bill. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Dear Sir: 
* . * * * 


* * 

May I be pardoned for mentioning another subject to you in this connection, so 
that you may exercise your judgment in acting upon it at the present time? 

You are aware of ra Stowe as to the importance of the carp as a future element 
in the food-supply of United States, these being based mainly on the following 
considerations: 

First. The carp is a fish which has been domesticated for a thousand years in 
Europe, occupying there and in China tho same position among fish that poultry 
do among birds, being susceptible of cultivation in limited waters and thriving in 
sluggish and muddy lowland streams, entirely independent of the temperature; 
indeed growing more rapidly and faring the better the warmer the water. I am 
satisfied there is no mill-pend in any part of the Southern States where the carp 
will not thrive. It grows veryrapidly, attaining the eo of two or three pounds 
in the course of as many years, and is extremely hardy. The flesh is excellent, the 
better varieties bringing in Germany a quarter of a dollar a pound and ranking 
among the most esteemed species. 

The second merit or special qualification of the carp consists in ita being a vege- 
table feeder and subsis: ly iaag aquatic plants, whether those grow natu- 
relly. in its vicinity or are planted for the purpose of furnishing its sustenance. 
In this it differs from the trout, black bass, and other favorite pond fish, which in 
order to become of practical value as a food supply must be fed with meat, involv- 
ing more or less expense, especially in view of the fact that it takes from five to 
ten ponada of fiesh to make one pound of trout or black bass. 

Ido not think it possible to overestimate the future importance to the United 
States of this fish; and, as you are perhaps aware, I have already imported a sup- 
ply of breeders for the purpose of distributing their progeny to different parts of 
the country, These are now kept in the ponds in Druid Hill Park, Baltimore; but 
the space allotted to them is entirely inadequate for the purpose of their satis- 
factory ee and multiplication. 

In looking around for some moro suitable situation, Iam advised by Mr. Rudolph 
Hessel, an experienced cultivator of this fish in Enrope, and who isin charge of 
those in Baltimore, that he has never sen a moro favorable p ace for carp-culture 
than is to be found in the two ponds on the Monument lot in Washington. If 
these had been constructed especially for the purpose they could not ha ve an- 
swered it better, with a little additional labor. 

The bottoms of these ponds, however, require to be graded and arranged so that 
the water cau be drawn off from one or the other at will, aud the fish secured for 


distribution. 

It is also desirable that some shallow basins be excavated in the small island in 
the western pond, into which the breeding fish can be put. 

The two bodies of water together contain nearly ten acres; and a third of 
the same extent, can readily be mado 1 an embankment across the outer 
edge of a gully, which is now filled at high tide and bare at low water. The three 
ponds, together with the breeding-pond, would be quite i Sper to many first-class 
establishments for purely breeding purposes in Europe, w so much attention 
has been paid to this fish. 

If, therefore, the Committee on Appropriations approve, I would suggest the 
popar of adding another clause, or of amending present one, somewhat as 

The neve Den nem 2 priation for thi th t 

e warrant for making an appro ‘or this A © present ocea- 
sion, instead of waiting for the resale pean ep paes ill, is thats year will 
8 be gained in accomplishing the work of introducing the carp into the 
Uni the fish can 


nena as the grading should be commenced at on 
be transfe: at the earliest possible date from Baltimore to Washington, In this 
event it would be entirely practicable to make an extended distribution of young 
fish in the course of the coming summer. 

Very respectfully yours, 


‘WASHINGTON, November 22 1877. 


SPENCER FOOTER 
m 
Hon. Hesry G. Davis, 
United States Senate, Washington. 

Mr. INGALLS. I want to ask the Senator from California if this 
is not an original appropriation instead of a deficiency, and why is it 
on this bill ? 

Mr. SARGENT. It is to carry on this general service for this year; 
simply a branch of the 8 service authorized by law. 

r. INGALLS. I understood, of course, when I saw it on the bill, 
that the object was to carry on fish culture; but the question [ ask 
is, why it is on a deficiency bill when it is an original appropriation 
having a specific purpose. Congress meets again in regular sessiou 
next week, and I suppose the culture of the carp will not suffer by 
postponing this appropriation until the regular appropriation bill. 

Mr. SARGENT. On the contrary, we understand that this must 
be done this spring and long before the regalar appropriation bill 
passes, or else it cannot be done until next year. There was an appro- 
8 for the culture of carp last year, and this simply provides 

urther facilities for that culture. The Government having now no 
pond or place where. this culture can be carried on, and this being 
convenient for the purpose, we propose that it may be used. They 
ordered a vessel last year to go over to England to bring over the 
carp, and it was done, and this is simply carrying on a part of the 
service authorized by law. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was after 
Jine 102 to insert: 

For fuel, nE acide CA e ee 
„ 1 i816, sone es, and other ental expenses, being 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 107 to insert : 

Assay-office at Helena, Montana Territory: 

For fuel, lights, freight, crucibles, balances, weights, and other incidental ex- 
penses, being a deficiency for the fiscal year 1878, $1,000. 7 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 112 to insert: 

For salaries of commissioners, not in government Sapir, appointed by the Sec- 


retary of the Treasury to examine the condition and com ce of the force em- 
ployed in the collection of the revenue from customs at New York, Philadelphia, 
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San Francisco, and New Orleans, with a view of redading the number of the same, 
and for salaries of experts at Boston and Baltimore to investigate the — 5 the 


r drawback on ox der ion 3019 of the Rev! Statu 
kj the incidental expenses of tho San Francisco — 
in all, $13,559.50. 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was in the appropriations for “contingent 
2 Treasury Department,” in line 131 before the word “shely- 
ing” to insert “metal ;” and in line 134 to strike out “$12,000” and 
insert “$20,000;” so as to make the clause read: 

For desks, tables, and chairs, and metal shelving for file-rooms, and cases; re- 
par of furniture; boxes, rugs, chair-covers and caning. cushions, cloth for cover- 

desks, locks, screws, -saws, turpentine, and varnish, $20,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was under the head of “ Post-Office Depart- 
ment” to strike out “is hereby reappropriated ont of any unexpended 
balances of appropriations for deficiencies in the Post-Office Depart- 
ment for the said fiscal years” after the word “cents” in line 157; so 
as to make the clause read: 

For compensation to tmast being a deficiency in ent of salaries dur- 
ing the fiscal years ending June 30, 1876, 2 June 20 1877, the sum of $681,681.27, 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was after line 159 to insert: 

For the ent of railwa ere clerks, route · agents, mall route messen 
and 3 being a vd ciency for the fiscal year 1878 $24,500, or 88 
thoreof as may be necessary. 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was after line 164 to insert: 

For inland mail transportation, namely, for transportation on star routes and by 
steamboats, and all other than railroad routes, being a deficiency for the fiscal year 
1878, $500,000, 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iam instructed by the committee, in order to cor- 
rect an error really in the enrollment of a bill of last year, to offer the 
following amendment to come in at the end of line 176: 

Provided, That Senators, Representati and Delegates in Congress, the Secre- 
tary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives may send and receive 


through the mail free all public documents printed by order of Congress in the 
manner provided by 8 the act establishing post · roads, and for other pur - 


poses,” ap 

By section 7 of the act referred to, on 336 of the nineteenth 
volume of the statutes passed at the last session, being the post-ronte 
bill, it was provided that these Senators, &c., might receive through 
the mail all public documents, the word “ free ” being left out in t 
enrollment. By another provision of law this privilege runs until the 
lst day of January and expires, This was intended to take the 
place of that and to make it permanent so far as relates to public 
documents, and in order to correct that error we reproduce that sec- 
tion putting in the word “free.” 


amendment was maera to. ? - 

The reading of the bill was continued. The next amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on Appropriations was under the heading 
of “ Executive,” in line 180, after the word “stationery” to strike 
out “not to include record books, eight hundred ” and insert “two 
thousand ;” in line 185, after the word “contingencies” to strike ont 
“ five” and insert “seven ;” and, in line 186, to change the total of the 
appropriation from “$3,100” to “$4,500;” so as to make the clause 


: 


For contingent expenses of the Executive office, namely: For purchase of new 
books for the library and rebinding old 1 $500 ; for stationery, $2,000 ; for pur- 
chase of for office, $500; for expense of telegrams, for office furniture 
o $500 ; fox miscellaneous items and contingencies, 6700; 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was after line 187 to insert: 
Senate: 
For the payment of mileage for actual travel only to Senators who took their 


seats at the session of the Senate convened on the 5th day of March. 1877, by proc- 
lamation by the President, and who were not members of the previous 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was after line 194 to insert: 
To pay Christian Chritzman for services as messenger to thé Committee on 
Appropriations from the Sth day of March last to the 30th day of June, 1878, 
inclusive, at tho rate of $1,449 per annum, $1,905.65. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 200, to insert : 


To pay the clerk to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent popes 
of the from the Ist day of July to the 14th day of October, 1577, inclusive, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was after line 204, to insert: 


For furniture and repairs of furniture, for the fiscal 1876, $15; and for the 
fiscal year 1878, $9,000; in all, $9,015. meee AM o 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 208, to insert : 
For materials for folding, for the fiscal year 1877, $22.75. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 211, to insert: 


For miscellaneous items, exclusive of labor. as follows, namely: For the fiscal 
Win for tho fiscal year 1877, $700; and for tho fiscal year 1878, $5,000; in 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was after line 218 to insert: 


To enable the of the Senate to pay members of the Capitol police 
force who were discharged by reason of the reduction of force made by the legisla- 
tive act 3 A 15, 1876, from the Ist to the 15th of September t 
year, both days in ve; $533.29. 


The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was in line 268, among the appropriations for 
expenses of the House of Representatives, to strike out “ November ” 
and insert “ July ;” so as to make the clause read: 

To pay the clerk of the Committee on Inyalid Pensions from July 1, 1877, to Juno 
30, 1 at the rate of $2,000 per annum, $1,333.34. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 276 to insert: 

To pay the of Edward G. Loring as a retired judge of the Court of Claims, 
from the Ist day of January to thie 30th day of June, i878, inclusive, $2,250. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amepdment was under the head of “ War Department,” 
in line 289, to increase the appropriation for “collection and payment 
of bounty, prize-money, and other claims of colored soldiers and sail- 
ors” from $10,000 to $20,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after the word “dollars,” in line 289, 
to strike out the following words: 

Which is appropriated to close up and finish the collection and payment of 
bounty, prize-money, and other claims of colored soldiers and sailors; and if the 
work of collecting and paying said bounty and other claims shall not be finished 
at the end of the current fiscal year, said burean shall bo closed. and all papers 
connected therewith shall be turned over to the Department having charge of the 
payment of bounties due to white soldiers. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 307 to insert: 

Miscellaneous : 


For fitting up and 9 the new building of the Columbia Institutlon for 
the Deaf and Dumb, being a deficiency for the fiscal year 1878, $5,000. 


The amendment was to. 
The next amendment was after line 312 to insert: 


For the National Association for the Relief of the Colored Women and Childron 
of the District of Columbia, being a deficiency for the fiscal year 1878, $6,000. 


The amendment was to. 
The next amendment was after line 316 to insert: 


State, War, and Navy Department building: 

For continuation of the east wing of the building, $175,000; and for continuation 
of the north wing of the building, $150,000; in $325,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 322 to insert: 

For continuation of the court-house and post-office building at Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, $30,000, being a deficiency for the fiscal year 1878, and to correct an error 
in the enrollment of the act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses, 
approved March 3, 1877. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 328 to insert: 

For continuing the surveys and other works under the provisions of the law 
a ting a commission to lay out and appraise the Hot Springs reservation, in 
Ar $15,000. 

The amendment was a to. 

The next amendment was after line 332 to insert: 

For the payment of the commissioner appointed to ro and publish a new 
edition of the first volume of the Revised Statutes of ths United States, $5,000, one- 

Secretary of State and the 


half thereof to be paid when he makes his report to the 
balance when the work is completed. 


The amendment was a to. 

The next amendment was after line 328 to insert: 

For expenses of preparing for publication and indexing the volume containin, 
the proceedings of The electoral — ——— and of the two Houses of Congress i 
regard to the counting of the electoral votes, ordered to be printed by a concarrent 
resolution of March 3, 1877, to be expended under the direction of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Printing, $1,200. 

The amendment was a to. 

The next amendment was after line 345 to insert: 

To enable the Superintendent of the Naval Observatory to carry ont the ohject 
of Senate resolution of February 6, 1877, for the preparation of a narrative of Hall's 
second arctic expedition, $5,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 350 to insert : 

For publication of the official records of the rebellion, both of the Union and 
De and for Sa linpi por eee an 8 s pes aby 
collection of war photographs purchased by Congress, a ency for 
fiscal year 1878, $20,000. s =f 


The amendment was to. 
The next amendment was after line 356 to insert: 
Dotanic Garden: 
To recoustract the main sewers in the Botanic Garden. and to repair the heating 
apparatus, by the overflowing of Tiber Creek, $500. 
The amendment was a; to. 
The next amendment was after line 360 to insert: 


To elevate the grade SB nod of the grounds of the Botanic Garden, overflowed 
by Tiber Creek sewer, to make sundry alterations and appliances for their im- 
mediate sanitary improvement, $300, 


The amendment wos agreed to. 
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The next amendment was after line 364 to insert: 


International prison congress: 
That tho sum of $+,000, heretofore appropriated to defray the expenses of the 


United States commissioner to the international prison congress, originally 

inted to be held at Rome in 2 but su mently adjourned to 1877, and are 

1878, and tho place of meeting to Stockholm, is hereby re-appropriated 
for the same purpose; $4,000 of the said sum to meet expenses already incurred by 
the commissioner in the preparatory labors of the congress and $4,000 to meet future 
expenditures in the f r prosecution of bis mission, the whole to be immediately 
available, and the part thereof which remains unexpended to be expended under 
the direction of the Department of State. 


Mr. SARGENT. As an explanation of that item, I send up to the 
desk a statement made before the committee by the commissioner, 
Dr. Wines, which I desire to have printed in the RECORD. 

The statement is as follows: 


The movement for international prison reform is due to the action of the United 
States Government in 1871, the immediate outcome of which was tho congress 
of London of 1872. Before its adjournment that body created a permanent inter- 
national prison commission, and made the American commissioner its president. 

The commission held its first meeting at Brussels in 1674, and voted to call 
another con; in 1876. Thereupon, in March, 1875, the Con of the United 
States voted to send a commissioner, and appropriated $3, to defray his ex- 
penses. The understanding was that, as in 1871, the commissioner should devote 
considerable time to the preparation of the congress. Through inadvertence, that 
pu was not, in terms, oxpressed in the act, and Secretary Fish did not feel 
authorized to advance the money to carry itout. But the friends of the cause, 
including Governor Seymour, thought that the object of the Government would be 
serious! 3 unless the commissioner procecded at once on the execu- 
tion of his mission. Secretary Fish gave his sanction to this view by furnish- 
ing the commissioner with a circular letter to all the diplomatic representatives of 
the Seta po apy Europe, requesting them to aid him in his labors as far as they 

might. 
221 0 3 held a seeond meeting at Bruchsal. Grand Duchy of Baden, in 
1875, to draft a programme of questions and rules of procedure for the congress. 
In order to a more thorough ot ped pri of the work in band, it was voted to post- 
pone the congress for a year, and, at the same time to accept an invitation from the 
overnment of Sweden and Norway to hold it at Stockholm. The Congress of the 
nited States, at its last session, renewed its appropriation in the sum of $6,000, 
and, in doing so, amended its former legislation by making provision for the pre- 
expenses. The reappropriation was made on the supposition that the 
congress would be held this year. But a series of severe afflictions fell upon the 
royal family of Sweden last winter, in nence of which, at the carnest desire 
of the government of that country, a secon ponement for a year was had 
Under t rr ee ra the Comptroller of the Treasury declined to pay the 

8 

nwilling to again ask of Congress a renewal of the appropriation I addressed a 
as 2 the. commission and 


an official fovitation to all civilized governments to take 


istinguished specialists of different 
countries have pre or will prepare reports upon these questions in French ; 
which reports are to be issued in a volume by tho Italian government, and will be 
distributed by the government of Sweden to all civilized governments several months 
in advance of the meeting, so that every delegate to the con will be supplied 
with a copy, and may prepare himself to take part intelligently and usefully in the 
debates of the body. 

Two or three short extracts are here submitted from letters received from mem- 
bers of the commission in reply to mine withdrawing my resignation. Baron von 
Holt Zendorff, professor of international and criminal law in the university of Mu- 
nich, says: There is no one among us who can do your work. If you and your 
Government now withdraw from the noble work of p reform, many of our best 
men will lose their confidence in progress." Mr. Stevens, inspector-general of 
prisons in Belgium, says: Tou are our standard-bearer, and you w how 
Mon pps it is to change leaders in battle. The choice of a successor would be 
likely to give rise to troublesome hinges e he Besides, let me say it in all sin- 
ccrity, where shall we find the man who will bring to the work that devotion, that 
intelligent industry, which, for six years, have been the object of our admiration!" 
Dr. Guillaume, director of the penitentiary of Neufchâtel, says: There is no one 
but yourself, who can hold the helm, and the fact that you are the official repre- 
sentative of a nation gives you an authority which forbids all jealousy. All 
re ize the debt of gratitude duc to the United States for having taken the in- 
itiative in the prison congress ; and that government will not now abandon an en- 
terprise which it has so auspiciously inaugurated, and which has already produced 
such excellent results.“ 

Though I am quite sure that these gentlemen attach undue importance to my 
peers’ continuance in the work, I do not believe it possible to exaggerate the 


proac. gress K 
The United States has given it the remarkable success already achieved ; and if 


different countries 
of Europo, would be at much cost of money, timo, and labor. In view of all this 
may not the faith of the Government be considered in some sort pledged to the 
other governments co-o g not to withdraw, at least from the present con- 
gress, whatever it may see fit to do as regards future ones? 

A word, perhaps, explanatory of the reason why the members of the commission 
express 80 rigs a desire that the American commissioner should continue his 
connection till this congress at least is ca:ried through to its completion, may not 
be amiss here. The constituent elements of the congress are to drawn from 
every yegi-n of the globe. It is intended to be a real ecumenical council. Of 
course its due preparation involves an immense correspondence. That corre- 
spondence embraces—inclading colonies, states, cantons, & more than one hun- 

red and fifty governments, and a still la ger numbor of institutions, societies, and 
individuals. This a one is enough to employ nearly the whole time of one person. 
The refusal of Congress to renew its appropriation would make imperative an in- 


stant resignation of the American commissioner. The direction of this whole vast 
stream of correspondence would have to bo changed at once. It would take threo 
months or more to effect this chango and get the currents to move smoothly in the 
new channels. Besides, it is a work in which experience tells most beneficially. 
Now, it has fallen to my lot. and I believe to that of no other m, to organizo, 
within the last eight years, six congresses—four national two international. 
That is the reason why Baron von Holtzendorff says, There is no ons among us 
who can do your work,“ and why Mr. Stevens says, It is perilous to change 
ee in the midst of battle.” 


foreign affairs for the German 8 ee er. 
yours is in ely more 


worthy to the interest and study of statesmen than nine-tenths of the little 
5 es that occupy so much of the time and attention of cabinets." When 
0 p! 


tion for an international prison congress was, in 1871, first made to Mr. 
Lauza, fis prompt reply was that “no government in 
Europe would accept that La feat more cordial 

ta 


timents on his late visit to this country: and time and timo again havo 
I heard one of our leading statesmen, Governor Seymour, declare himself to the 
same effect. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 379 to insert : 

Washington Territory: 

For legislative expenses, namely: Rent of secretary's office, hire of messengers, 

Mehta faeh tation NS 5 8 Wk nd e ofii > 
e 2 5 
being a deficiency for the fiscal year 1878, $1,420. 1 * 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was after line 386 to insert: 
JJ!!! ast ran the Coogee ial N 

0 r 8. servi and su; es 0 m vol- 
8 in 25 hostilities i in 1855 wa 1856, the sum of $16,084.93. = 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was after line 392, to insert: 

To John W. Dodd and John MeKinny for work and labor and materials 
8 in ing and paving the sidewalk and gutters on 3 street, in 
front of the grounds, in the city of Indianapolis, Indiana, $6,004.43. 

The amendment was to, ` 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The reported amendments are now dis- 
posed of. Are there any further amendments to be proposed ? 

Mr. COKE. Isubmitted an amendment yesterday to this bill which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, but I find it has 
not been reported with the bill by the committee. I will now offer 
the amendment. I presume the reason this amendment was not ap- 
5 by the committee was that evidence was wanting from tho 

ost-Ollice Department that it was a proper amendment. I now sub- 
mit with the amendment a recommendation from the Postmaster- 
General, Mr. Key, recommending an apppropriation in accordance 
with the proposed amendment. The recommendation of the Post- 
master General is based upon an opinion of the Attorney-General. 

The claim is due to Mr. George H. Giddings, a mail contractor. It 
has been audited and amounts to $14,583.33. It stands to his credit 
now upon the books of the Post-Office Department. It has been sub- 
mitted to the opinion of the Attorney-General and an appropriation 
for its payment is recommended by the Postmaster-General ; and the 
only reason why an amendment is now proposed to this bill for this 
purpose is because there is no appropriation for its payment and an 
appropriation is necessary to secure payment. I send to the Clerk's 
desk the amendment with the opinion of the Attorney-General, the 
auditor’s report, and the recommendation of the Postmaster-General, 
and ask that they be read and that the amendment be adopted. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Texas offers an amend- 
ment which will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

To pay H. Giddings the amount standing to his credit on the books of 
the Treasury Department under a contract for mall service, $14,583.33. 

Mr. SARGENT. Isu t that that matter ought to be examined 
by the Committee on Claims. The claim ought to be referred to the 
Committee on Claims. It certainly has no business before our com- 
mittee. The amendment was sent to our committee and that was our 
judgment. Besides, it is not in the nature of a 5 There is 
no law requiring its payment; and only that which the law requires 
to be paid, where there is not money enough to fulfill the law, comes 
properly within a deficiency bill. e rule says such claims as this 
cannot be put on a deficiency bill. Of course we cannot waste time 
in debate. Iunderstand that to read the long documents now offered, 
which, by the way, our committee waded through, would exhaust 
time that is too valuable to be taken upin that way. I make this 
suggestion; of course I am wales to leave the matter to the Senate, 
but the item ought not to go on this bill. 

Mr. COKE. It seems to me that this is a proper claim to go into 
a deficiency bill, It is a claim that under existing law has been 
audited in the Post-Office Department, as will be seen by the report 
of the Auditor accompanying the papers. The report of the Auditor 
is sustained by the opinion of the Attorney-General ; and in accord- 
ance with the opinion of the Attorney-General the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral in a letter written to the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations recommends that an appropriation be made for its payment. 
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It is attested by all the evidence necessary to recommend it to the | as the survivors came from the wreck and the real facts became 


Senate as a genuine and just claim which should be paid. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Texas. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BOOTH.. By instruction of the Committee on Patents I offer 
the following amendment, to come in at the close of the bill: 


That the sum of $45,000 be appropriati to be expended by the Commissioner of 
Patents, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, for the purpose of 
TERI and repairing models of ts injured by fire, and fur the construction 
of sui! cases for the preservation of the same. 


Mr. SARGENT. The Committee on Appropriations did not have 
before them accompanying the amendment any papers or documents 
showing the merits of this matter. On consultation this morning 
with my colleague, the chairman of the Committee on Patents, I un- 
derstand that the item is fully recommended by the Department, with 
a statement that this work ought to be done at once on account of the 
necessity for using these els. Those facts were not before the 
Committee on Appropriations, and at the time the amendment was 
laid aside, thinking that the sundry civil bill was the more appropri- 
ate bill for it, I su it makes very little difference practically 
whether it on this bill or the sundry civil bill; and the reason 
may be that they need the money at once for the work if the 
work is to be done at all. 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; and the amend- 
‘ments made in Committee of the Whole were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


WRECK OF THE HURON, 


The bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck 
of the United States steamer Huron, and for other purposes, was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. BECK. I ask unanimous consent to have that bill passed at 
the present time. 

e VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read at length. 

Mr. SARGENT. It is rather dangerous to pass bills without a ref- 
erence, Let the bill be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill at length. 

Mr.MORRILL. That bill embraces many contingencies that should 
be explained; and as the next session begins very soon, I suggest to 
‘the Senator from Kentucky that it is a very proper bill to be investi- 
‘gated by the Committee on Naval Affairs. We ought to know all 
about the facts, who is to blame, and whether those named here are 
all the officers who ought to be embraced in this relief or not. I 
therefore shall be compelled to object to its passage at this time. 

Mr. BECK. Let it referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

Mr. MORRILL. No, the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BECK. Very well; I prefer that it should go there, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. . 0 

Mr. SARGENT. Ithink that is a proper reference; but I do not wish, 
as I am chairman of that committee, speaking with the present light, 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs shall presume, without definite 
instructions of the Senate, that it is to consider all the causes that 
led to the wreck of this vessel. That would involve the necessity of 
sending for persons and 4 &c. I do not think it is necessary 
with the full light that has been thrown upon this matter in the pub- 
lie press that that should be. done. The first impression of the press 
an rhaps of tlie public mind was that a vessel old and unsea- 
‘worthy, improperly repaired or otherwise crippled, had been sent to 
sea and, unable to withstand the natural influence of the winds and 
the waves, had been destroyed; and a great deal of very unjust and 
unwholesome criticism, and even abuse, was heaped on the late Sec- 
re of the Navy because it was supposed these things had hap- 
pened. Subsequent information, however, and careful examination 
show that this vessel, for some reason or other not explained, was out 
of its course, was so running that it struck upon a dangerous shoal, 
thatin a terrible rece pest with the sea running mountain high the ves- 
sel struck upon this shoal and went to pieces, the sea breaching eom- 
pletely over her, carrying her masts overboard. Her seamen were 

‘washed from decks, ose that lashed themselves to the reg hn 
spars were momentarily submerged into the water and then lifte 
again until life was extinct in their bodies. 

No vessel, no matter how built, no vessel that ever was built, would 
stand for an hour in such a position as that vessel was placed in after 
it struck the shoal. On the other hand, if the vessel had not so 
struck the shoal, but had kept in deep water, there would have been 
no trouble at all in weathering the storm, bad as it was, and in mak- 


ing ap rous voyage. 

{ have alluded to the first impression that was created in the public 
mind, and how it has been dissipated. Some papers at once assumed 
the worst against the recent administration of the Navy Department, 
and gave this case as an instance of the results produced by corrup- 
tion and maladministration. Sore-headed naval officers, with cow- 

-ardly incognito, gave out opinions degrading to their late superiors; 
-or some miscreants used that incognito who had no right to it. Bat 


known, these suspicions, slanders, and innuendoes were shown to be 

baseless, and the press did justice to the facts and public opinion 

became changed and now exonerates the late administration of the 

Navy Department. The vessel was exceptionably strong, its machin- 

ery perfect, and its builder and the Government were in no wise in 

2 Such a showing should be a warning to all anonymous slan- 
erers. 

I repeat, all this should be a lesson to those censorious persons who 
at once imagine the worst that can be said of any public officer, now 
in office or heretofore in office, who has had a duty to perform when 
an accident happens which perhaps was inevitable, and who promptly 
say that it was on account of his criminal carelessness or some other 
quality of that kind. 

Unless we have specific instructions from the Senate we of the 
Naval Committee do not desire to investigate these matters, for I 
think the public mind, and I have no donbt the mind of the Senate, 
is tuy satisfied that this was an accident which, either from varia- 
tion of the compass or on account of the dense fog prevailing, took 
the vessel too near the shore and threw it upon a shoal where the 
vessel was inevitably wrecked. 

Mr. MORRILL. Of course we all know what we have seen in the 
papers about this matter, and I made no suggestion in the way of 
criticism either on the present or past officers of the Navy Depart- 
ment; but it seemed to me that on a bill of this importance we 
ought to have official information in relation to the facts, and espe- 
3 175 Pone of the facts are not already ascertained, as is admitted 

y the bill. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think myself the bill should be referred. I 1 
should like to make one additional remark showing the strength 
of that vessel. I used the phrase, “The vessel had gone to pieces.” 
I am told she has not gone to pieces yet. She is so strong that she 
has stood up to the present time, and the assistant engineer testified 
that one hour after this vessel was on the sands and had keeled over, 
the engines were kept going and were capable of keeping the vessel 
free from water. If any better test could be made of the strength of 
the engines and the strength of the vessel, I do not kuow it. 

Mr. HOWE. The Senator makes a very good case showing that it 
was not the fault of the ship. Does he make as clear a case to show 
that it was not the fault of seamanship? 

Mr. SARGENT. I do not wish to have the duty devolved upon me 
to determine whether Captain Ryan, who was a gallant man, and the 
other men who perished with him, were in fault in their seamanship 
or not. That, I think, is a useless inquiry. If any lesson is to be 
learned from it, I think it may be learned without any congressional 
investigation, But I wish to say that I believe, as the result of re- 
flection and observation upon my part for several years past, that our 
pryt system of education in the Navy is not adapted to the teach- 

ng of practical seamanship. I think that we get admirable theoret- 
ical knowledge but much less practical 5 than we ought to 
have, and while it is so we are liable to such accidents. 

Mr. MORRILL. May I suggest to the Senator from Calfornia that, 
as I have understood, there was a deficiency iu the appropriation for 
life-saving stations on the coast, and they were so very remote that 
they were inaccessible at the time of the wreck, so that there was 
8 a fair opportunity for the vessel or the parties on board to be 


say 

Mr. SARGENT. I noticed the statement of some gentlemen in the 
papers in reference to that, and it is correct so far as it goes. II it is 
Incorrect in any respect, it is not in perhaps stating that the life-sav- 
ing service, as it was with the signal service for years, is a growin 
service, and while the amount appropriated for the current fisc 
year is a little more than it was for the previous fiscal year, still the 
increase of the appropriation was not up to the nece increase of 
the service. I hope it will be hereafter. I think that is the only 
deviation from the exact facts left in that statement. I ask for the 
reference of the bill. 
` The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order has already been made. The 
bill has been referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

REAR ADMIRAL REYNOLDS. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish to make a report. The Committee on Forei 
Relations to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 5) 
authorizing Rear Admiral William Reynolds of the United States 
Navy to accept certain presents tendered him by Kings of Siam, has 
instructed me to report it back; and at the request of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CAMERON, ] as the resolution is very short 
and is entirely unobjectionable, I ask for its present consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the joint resolution was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CHANGE OF NAME OF A VESSEL. 

Mr. CONKLING. One of the Senators from North Carolina is very 
much interested in a bill in my hand, which I have the authority of 
the Committee on Commerce to report favorably. I report the bill 


(S. No. 65) granting a new register to the schooner Carteret, with an 
amendment, and I ask for its present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Scnate, as in committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 
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The amendment reported from the Committee on Commerce was 
to strike out all after the word “ to,” in line 4, and insert: 
To allow the owner of the schooner now or lately called the Minnie, now being 


rebuilt at Hollywood, North Carolina, of American ownership and license, to change 
her name to that of Carteret, 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 
. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and fore 
On motion of Mr. CONKLING, the title was amended so as to read: 
“A bill to change the name of the Minnie to Carteret.” 


ALBERT TOWLE. 


Mr. PADDOCK. I move that the Senate take up for consideration 
the bill (S. No. 53) for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at Bea- 
trice, Nebraska, which passed the Senate at the last session. There 
is areport in connection with the bill. 8 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to appropriate $175 to reimburse Albert Towle, post- 
master at Beatrice, Nebraska, for stamps stolen from the post-office 
at that place on the night of October 25, 1869. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. 

Sgt 8 ray Is there a report of a committee recommending 
the bi 

Mr. PADDOCK. There is a unanimous report. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

JAMES D. HOLMAN. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of Senate bill No. 290. I called it up the other morning, but at 
the instance of the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis] it was laid 
aside to enable further examination to be made. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 290) for the relief 
of James D. Holman. 

Mr. KERNAN. Is there a written report with that bill? 

Mr. MITCHELL. I will state to the Senator from New York and 
to the Senate that there is a written report which has been printed 
and which is very voluminous. 

Mr. KERNAN, Let the bill lie over until we can look at it. 

Mr. MITCHELL, I called this bill up some ten days ago, and at 
the instance of the Senator from Illinois I permitted it to go over 
in order to enable him and the Senate to examine the report. Since 
that time I am advised by the Senator that he has examined it care- 
fully, and is satisfied with it, I will state that the report is made up 

rincipally of the of dated of the Judge-Advocate-General and the 

3 of War which give approval to this claim, aud it has re- 

ceived the careful attention of the Committee on Claims, and is re- 
rted nnanimously by that committee. 

Mr. KERNAN. When were the improvements taken ? 

Mr. MITCHELL. I will state to the Senator from New York that 
the improvements were taken very many years ago, some twenty-five 
years ago; and from the neglect of the War 5 to estimate 
the value of the improvements the matter has been postponed from 
time to time, and that is why I call it up now. It is indeed a very 
hard case, and, as I say the claim has received the sanction of the 
Judge-Advocate-General and the Secretary of War and the unani- 
mous approval of the Senate Committee on Claims, I hope my friend 
from New York will not ask that it be postponed. 

Mr. KERNAN. Is it a Senate bill? 

Mr. MITCHELL. A Senate bill. 

Mr. KERNAN. As I understand, the Senator from Illinois has ex- 
amined this matter. I do not happen to knew about it myself. I 
shall not inte 2 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. This is an old claim growing out of a res- 
ervation at the month of the Columbia River. This man had a large 
amount of property there; and he has a lawful claim if the Govern- 
ment had not appropriated it in the way of a reservation. That was 
done a great many years ago, and he persistently used every endeavor 
that he conld to get the Government to appraise the value of his 
property taken for publicuse. It was never done. The only question 
about this case I should think would be the amount. It is variously 
estimated from $20,000 to $30,000, I thought the amount in the bill 
was a little too high, and yet I cannot say that it is. 

Mr. MITCHELL. The committee considered that point and put 
the amount $5,000 less than the maximum. 

Mr. KERNAN, I make no objection. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After two hours and fifty-three 
minutes spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and, on 
motion of Mr. CONKLING, (at six o’clock and twenty minutes p. m.,) 
the Senate adjourned until ten o'clock a. m. Monday, December 3. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, December 1, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed, with amendments in 
which the concurrenceof the House was requested, a joint resolution 
of the following title: 

A joint resolution (H. R. No, 48) in relation to the international in- 
dustrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878. 


INFRINGEMENT OF PATENTS, 


The SPEAKER. The unfinished business of yesterday is the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Baker] to suspend the rules 
and pass a preamble and resolution which will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas it is alleged that in many parts of the country farmers, mechanics, and 
other classes of business and 8 men are 88 with suits for d. 
and claims for royalties by — claiming that patents hold by them are in- 
fringed by the employment of many articles and implements necessary in common 
use, among the farming and industrial classes, which are essential to the success- 

prosecution of their various pursuits, which have been and are being purchased 
pai se market and used by them in good faith and in ignorance of such alleged 
ngement: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be, and it is hereby, instructed as soon 
as Le. to report to the House a bill which shall prohibit the bringing or 
maintenance of suits for damages, for any infringement of a patent against any 
person who purchases for his own use, and not for sale or barter to another, any 
article or implement in market, unless at the time he the same ho know 
that it infringed some existing patent. 


Ehe SPAKEN: On this motion the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

Mr. WOOD. I bare io the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] 
that as there is evidently no quorum present he had better let his 
resolution be referred directly to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I cannot consent to do that. 

Mr. WOOD. Then you will effect nothing to-day. 

Mr. VANCE. I would like to say—— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order pending a motion to sus- 
pend the rules. 

Mr. VANCE. I ask unanimous consent to say a few words in 
reference to this subject. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I have no objection. 

Mr. BLAIR. I object. 

Mr. HALE. As there is evidently no quorum now present—— 

1 SPEAKER. That will be developed on the call of the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. HALE. Would it be in order now to move a recess until some 
time Monday forenoon? 

The SPEAKER. A motion fora recess is not in order pending a 
motion to suspend the rules; and, besides, less than a quorum cannot 
take a recess. 

Mr. HALE. That is not very new to me. [Laughter.] 

Mr. STEELE. Is it not in order to move an amendment to this 
resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. STEELE. I am sorry for it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Lask the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] 
to withdraw his motion; there is evidently not a quorum present. 

The SPEAKER. It is not yet known that there is not a quorum 


present. 

Mr. BLAIR. I withdraw my objection to the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] making a statement. 

Mr. VANCE. I merely wanted to say that this subject is now 
before the Committee on Patents, and we propose to consider it and 
report upon it at a very early day; and to do what is proper in the 
premises. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. There is no evidence, so far as I know. 
that the consideration of the committee will be favorable; and i 
feel it important to the interest of the laboring masses that the com- 
mittee shonld be eee instructed by the House in this par- 
ticular. [Cries of“ Regular order !”] 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 113, nays 43, not 
voting 135; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bagley, John H. Baker, William H. Baker, Bayne, Bisbee, 
Blackburn, Bland, Boone, Brogden, Browne, Buckner, Burchard, Burdick, Butler, 
John W. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Calkins, Campbell, Chalmers, Rush Clark, 
Clymer. Cobb, Cole, Crittenden, Cummings, Horace Davis, Deering, Denison, 
Dickey, Denes: Dunnell, Durham, Dwight, Eickh Elam, Ellsworth, Felton, 
Fort, Frye, Fuller, Gardner, Garfield, Garth, Gause, Gibson, Giddings, Hale, Ham- 
ilton, Henry R. Harris, Hartzell. Haskell, Hatcher, Hendee, Henderson, House, 
Humphrey, Hungerford, Ittner, John S. Jones, Joyce, Keightley, Kenna. Kimmel, 
Knott, Lathrop, Ligon, Loring, Luttrell, Marsh, Martin, McGowan, McKenzie, 
Money, Monroe, Morgan, Muldrow, Norcross, Overton, Pach Pago, Patterson, 
Phillips, Pound, Price, Pridemore, Randolph, Rea, Reagan, Milton 8. Robin- 
son, Ryan, Sampson, Schleicher, Sinnickson, Slemons, Springer, Stephens, Stewart, 
J C. Stone, Swann, Thornbargh, Throckmorton, Tipton, Turner, Van Vorhes, 
Welch, Michael D. White, Whitthorne, Alpheus S. Williams, Charles G. Williams, 
Jere N. Williams, Richard Williams, and Willits—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bacon, Bell, Bicknell, Bragg. Briggs, Camp, Conger, Cook, Jacob 
D. Cox, Cravens, Cutler, Dibrell, Eden, John H. Evins, Forney, Franklin, Goode, 
Gunter, Hardenbergh, Hartridge, Hazelton, Goldsmich W. Hewitt, Hubbell. James 


Taylor Jones, Maish, Manning, Morrison, Powers, Rainey, Riddle, Robbins, Scales, 
Singleton William E. Smith Steele, Stenger, Tucker, Vance, Waddell, Walker, 


Benedict, Blair, Bl Bloant, Bouck, Boyd, Brentano, Brewer, eats Tar oo 
Bandy, 1, Cain, Candler, Cannon, Carlisle, Caswell, Chittenden, C vah 
A. Clark, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, jr, of Missouri, Collins, 
Covert, Samuel 8, Cox, Crapo; Culberson, Danford, Darrall, Davidson, Joseph J. 
Davis, Eames, Ellis, TO Newton Evans, James L. Evans, Ewing, Field, Fin- 


Killinger, Kna: 
Mayhem, MeCoo 
cus V. Rice, William W. Rice, Roberts, Robertson, Geor; 
Sapp, Sayler, Sexton, Shallenberger, Shelley, Smalls, A. Herr Smith, Southard, 
Sparks, Starin, John W. Stone, Strait, Thompson, Amos Townsend, Martin I. 
Townsend, Richard W. Townshend, Turney, Veeder, Wait, Walsh, Ward, Watson, 
Harry White, Andrew Williams, James Williams, Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, 
Wren, Wright, Yeates, and Young—135. 

So (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the resolution was adopted. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made : 

Mr. LIGON. The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. HARRISON, is paired 
with the gentleman from Iowa, Mr. Sapp, on all questions. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Sourn- 
ARD, is paired with the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. POLLARD, 

Mr. HOUSE. My colleague, Mr. ATKINS, is detained at his room 
by sickness. 

Mr. DICKEY. My colleague, Mr. FINLEY, is paired on all ques- 
tions with Mr. RICE, of Massachnsetts. 

Mr. SCALES. My colleague, Mr. YEATES, is detained from the 
House by indisposition. 

Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia. Iam paired on all questions with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Crapo. Ido not know how 
he would vote on this question. I should vote “ay.” 

Mr. WADDELL. My colleague from North Carolina, Mr. Davis, 
is absent by leave of the House. 

Mr. WOOD. My colleague, Mr. Covent, is paired with the gentle- 
man from Ohio, Mr. Foster. My colleague, Mr. Hart, is absent, 
and I understand is paired. My Stine, hag Mr. Hewitt, of New 
York, and Mr. James, are paired. My colleague, Mr. MULLER, is de- 
tained from the House by sickness. My colleagues, Mr. MayHAM 
and Mr. STARIN, are paired. 

Mr. BLAIR. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. HARMER, is 
paired with the gentleman from New York, Mr. BEEBE; the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, Mr. KILLINGER, with the gentleman from 
New York, Mr. POTTER; and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
FREEMAN, with the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. RICE. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I desire to announce that the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, Mr. Wart, is paired with the gentleman 
from Virginia, Mr. Harris. 

Mr. HAMILTON, My colleagues, Mr. SEXTON and Mr. HANNA, are 
absent by leave of the House. If present, they would probably vote 
“ay” on this question, although I am not authorized so to state. 

Mr. FRYE. Iam paired on all political questions with the gentle- 
man from Virginia, Mr. HUNTON. Not regarding this as a political 
question, I have voted. 

Mr. OVERTON. I desire to announce that my colleagues, Mr. 
THOMPSON and Mr. REILLY, are paired; and my colleague, Mr. 
MITCHELL, is paired with the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. CRITTEN- 


DEN. 

Mr. BACON. Iam paired on all political questions with my col- 
league from New York, Mr. WILLIS; but not considering this as such 
a question, I have voted. 

r. NORCROSS. My colleague, Mr. ROBINSON, is paired with the 
3 from Ohio, Mr. BANNING. My colleague, Mr. Rick, of 
assachusetts, is paired with the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. FINLEY. 

Mr. CLARK, of Iowa. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Evans, is paired with his colleague, Mr. COLLINS. 

Mr. GUNTER. I wish to state that Iam paired with Mr. WHITE, 
of Pennsylvania, on all political issues. Not regarding this as one of 
that character, I have voted. 

Mr. CLYMER. On all political questions, my colleague, Mr. A, 
Herr SMITA, is paired with the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. BLOUNT, 
beth of them being absent by leavo of the House. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD. My colleague, Mr. KetcuaM, is paired with 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. LYNDE. 

Mr. COLE. I am paired with Mr. Jonrs, of New Hampshire, on 
all political subjects. Not regarding this as such a subject, I vote 
“ay.” Tho gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. WARD, is paired 
with the gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. Davis. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. WOOD submitted the following resolution for final adjourn- 


ment, on which he demanded the previons question : 


Resolved, (the Senateconcurring,) That the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives be, and they are hereby, directed to adjourn their 
respective Houses, without day, at throe o'clock p. m. this day. 


Mr. BROWNE. Let me say a word before the previous question is 


seconded. 

Mr. WOOD. I would rather not. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the resolution was adopted. 
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Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


SURVIVORS OF THE HURON. 


2175 KNOTT. I move to suspend the rules and pass the following 

The Clerk read as follows: 

An act (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck of the United 
States steamer Huron. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, as follows : 

Section 1. That to reimburse the survivors of the officers and crow of the United 
States steamer Huron, wrecked off the coast of North Carolina on the morning of 
the 24th of November, 1877, for the losses incurred by them respectively in said 
wreck, there shall be paid, out of any money in the Treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated, the following sums, namely : 

To William P. Conway, master, $1,000. 

To Lucien Young, ensign, $1,000. 

To Robert G. Denig, assistant engineer, 81.000. 

To Edgar T. Warburton, cadet engineer, $1,000; and the following-named sur- 
vivors of the crew of said vessel, namely: Patrick Kane, Michael Trainor, Joseph 
Maxpliy, William McHugh. Michael Kennedy, Frank Watts, Peter Duffy, Fred- 
erick Hoffman, William L. Houseman, Robert Sampson, Michael Durkin, Domi- 
nique O'Donnell, August Lindgrist, Daniel Devoy, J. J. Robertson, Dennis Deasy, 
Samuel Clark, John E. Holland, Jobn Collins, W. W. Brooks, Harry W. Avery, 
Daniel Bargan, Frank 5 4 Harry Nelson, Thomas Price, Antoine Williams, 
Joseph Hynes, Thomas Carley, E. P. Trainer, Edward Aaronburg, $100 each. 

Sec 2. That the widow, or child, or children, and in case there be no widow, child, 
or children, then the parent or parents. and if there be no parents the brothers and 
sisters, of the ofticers, seamen, marines, and others in the service who were lost 
in the wreck of said steamer Huron, shall be entitled to and receive, out of any 
money in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise eee a dum 
ve be to twelve months“ sea pay of their respective deceased relations aforesaid, in 
7 Sepa to = pay due tə the said deceased up to and including the day of tho loss 

vessel. 

Suc. 3. That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and directed to settle, upon Sapien er eae and equity, the 
accounts of the officérs, sailors, marines, and ot on the said vessel when 
wrecked, aud to assume the last quarterly return of the paymaster of said vessel 
as the basis of computation of the subsequent credits to those on board to the dato 
of such loss, if ate be no evidence to the contrary. And if, upon a settlement of 
the accounts of C. N. Sanders, late passed assistaut paymastor of the United States 
Navy, who was lost on said vessel, with all bis accounts and vouchers for expend- 
itures and payments made by him, and with all the money, stores, and supplies 
procured for the said „ any sum shall be found due from him, the proper 
8 officers of the Treasury are hereby authorized and required to alow 
him a t therefor. 

Mr. WADDELL. I should like to see the bill amended before it is 
passed. It seems to make no provision for Captain Guthrie and thelife- 
saving crew who were lost and who are as much entitled to relief as 
any others. 

The SPEAKER. Is the motion to suspend the rules and pass, or 
suspend the rules to consider the bill ? 

r. KNOTT. It is to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope it will be modified to consider instead of 
to pass the bill, for while we may all vote for this measure of relief 
we ought not to be asked to pass at once a bill making an appropria- 
tion of money without some consideration. 

Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say a few words by way of 
bis cacao of this bill, and hope there will be no objection to it. 

here was no objection. 

Mr. KNOTT. Scarcely one week has elapsed, Mr. Speaker, since 
we were thrilled with horror by the intelligence of the loss of the 
Huron, and we will never forget how our hearts went out in sympa- 
thy to the relatives of the gallant men who went down ip that fear- 
ful wreck, nor our supreme gratification upon the safety of those 
who under Divine Providence were so fortunate as to reach the shore 
with their lives. This bill, however, is not an appeal to the sympa- 
thies of this House; it merely affords this Con an 3 
to do an act of simple justice that will meet with a cheerful response 
in the heart of every genuine American, The Huron was officered 
R7 a number of the most gallant and accomplished young men in our 

avy who had dedicated themselves to the service of their country, 
and whose only resources in life were their own energy, their talents, 
their patriotism, their courage, and the magnanimity and the justice 
of their Government. 

Of that company of choice spirits there were but four survivors. 
Of two of them, Mr. Denig and Mr. Warburton, I.know but little; I 
only know from the accounts given of them by their generous com- 
rades that they were young officers of exceptional merit. With the 
history of the other two survivors, however, I am somewhat moro 
familiar. Master Conway has been in the service eleven years with- 
out leave of absence for a solitary day; and wherever the post of 
duty has been, there he has been found. During that term of service 
he had justly earned the reputation of being one of the most brilliaut, 
courageous, and efficient young officers as well as ono of the very 
best navigators in our Navy. 

Mr. Young has been nine years in the service without intermission. 
He has already been complimented by general orders from the De- 

ent which have been read upon the quarter-deck of every vessel 
in the service for deeds of heroism that would adorn the brightest 
page of chivalry, and his coolness and courage, as well as his gener- 
ous devotion to his suffering shipmates in their supreme hour of peril 
and distress during this terrific ean ter, has added fresh laurels to his 
youthful brow. 
For these young officers the bill provides an appropriation simply 
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sufficient to refurnish them with an outfit. The sum asked for each 
of them, I am assured, will be barely sufficient for that purpose. The 
same section of the bill also provides for the payment of $100 to each 
one of the surviving seamen, which I am informed will about cover 
the actual loss that each one of them sustained. 

These are the provisions of the bill so far as the survivors are con- 
cerned; a bare sufficiency to reimburse the sailors and perhaps less 
than a sufficiency to reimburse the officers for their actual less. In 
fact, although cast ashore utterly destitute of everything on earth, all 
that these gallant young officers ask at the hands of their Government 
is simply to be refurnished with an outfit suitable to the service to 
which they have devoted their lives. ; 8 

The second section of the bill provides for the grief: stricken rela- 
tives of those whose lives were quenched forever by the remorse- 
less waves. For this there are many precedents. Many gentlemen 
around me can perhaps call them to mind. Under similar circum- 
stances in 1848 a bill was passed for the relief of the relatives of those 
who were lost on the brig Somers, the precise language of which I 
have copied in the second section of this bili. That precedent was 
followed in 1853 in the case of the brig Washington and again in 
1854 in the case of the Grampus and again in 1870 in the case of the 
Oneida, which was run down in the early part of that year near the 
coast of China, and it affords me pride and pleasure to say to the 
credit of the American Con that each of these bills was passed 
with an almost unparalleled unanimity. 

There is one further section providing for the settlement of the 
accounts of the men and officers—the records and papers of the ship 
having been lost in the wreck—simply requiring the accounting 
officers of the Treasury to settle those accounts upon the 8 
of equity and justice, assuming as a basis the last report of the pay- 
master, if there shall be no official evidence hereafter discovered. 
These, sir, are the facts, and I hope that the bill will pass this House 
without one solitary dissenting voice. 

Mr. HALE. Will the gentleman allow me to make a suggestion? 

Mr. KNOTT. With pleasure. 

Mr. HALE. It has reference to one single word in the bill. The 

ntleman from Kentucky [Mr. KNOTT] has drawn the bill, as I see, 

n accordance with precedents and provides for settling the accounts 

on tho basis of the last report of the paymaster, if there shall be no 
official evidence to the contrary hereafter discovered. I am informed 
in the Navy Department that the last account of the paymaster of 
the Huron is of a date not later than last June; and, as many papers 
may have been lost that are essential to him and his representative 
in the settlement of the account, let me suggest to the gentleman 
that he strike ont the word “ official ;” so that the paymaster or who- 
ever represents him may have the benefit of any evidence that may 
be obtained. 

Mr. KNOTT. I have no objection to that. 

The SPEAKER. The modification will be made as su 

Mr. KNOTT. I will say to the gentleman from Maine that it 
occurred to me when I drew the bill that ibly that word had 
better be left out, and in drawing it as I did I simply followed the 
precedents, as he has su ted. 

Mr. HALE. In this case the reason is that the acconnt goes so far 
back. I wish to say that I hope the bill will be allowed to pass 
without dissent, for it is an eminently proper and jast thing. The 
gentleman from Kentucky has followed the precedents, and it is 
right that we shonld thas remember both the dead and the living. 
All the cirenmstances of the Joss of the vessel I understand are being 
investigated by the Navy Department. The gentleman has very 
wisely not gone into anything of that kind. 

Mr. GARFIELD. With the permission of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, I will say just one word. While I think we ought at 
some time to enact a general law ponang for all such cases, I do 
not desire to oppose that suggestion to action on this bill. But I 
wish to suggest to the gentleman from Kentucky that there were 
several seamen drowned from a surf-beat while attempting to save 
those who were perishing. I think this bill might include those also. 

Mr. KNOTT. I will say to the gentleman from Ohio that it was 
an inadvertence of my own that those names were not included, and 
nothing could please me better than to see the bill amended in that 
respect. If the gentleman will prepare an amendment and include 
these men, I will gladly accept it. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I did not hear the bill read in its details, 
but judging it by its general object and purport, as explained by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, it certainly has my sympathy and will 
receive my support. I desire, however, in seeking the floor at this 
moment, to ask the gentleman’s attention to the existing law in re- 
lation to the loss of clothing. The existing law provides for allow- 
ing and paying— 

To each person, not an officer, employed on a vessel of the United States, sunk 
or otherwise destroyed, and whose personal effects have been lost, a sum not ex- 
cveding $60. In the event of the death of the person this sum is to be paid to his 
proper legal representatives. 

Now, I wish to ask whether the sam sought by the gentleman from 
Kentucky to be appropriated in this bill is an addition to this pro- 
vision of law. > 

Mr. KNOTT. It is to take the place of that. It is intended to 
reimburse these persons for their losses and will replace everything 
in the existing law. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. Ido not desire at all to antagonize the prop- 


osition of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. KNorr.] I did not 
know, and I do not know as yet, whether the details of this bill 
would be in addition to the provision already made by law or not. 
If it simply includes that provision and goes to the extent of the 
proposition made by the gentleman, I nevertheless shall support the 
proposition made by him. I know of no class of persons who should 
receive the sympathies of the Representatives of the American people 
more than those men who peril their lives for the interest, the name, 
and the honor of the United States. It is a tribute which should be 
readily rendered, if it is to be called a tribute rather than an act of 
justice. I trust it will receive no opposition from any quarter. 

Mr. BUTLER. With the permission of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Knorr] I desire to say a word or two to the House. The 
event is one which is not now to be discussed, as to whether there 
were any or what causes of blame. The investigation which always 
in the Navy Department follows the going of a ship on shore, whether 
there be loss or not, will from a professional point of view show 
exactly where blame, if any, is to be placed. It would not becomo 
us here in advance of that investigation to undertake to determine 
any such question. 

It is sufficient for us to know that a United States vessel left a port 
upon the call of duty, and then in a storm the lives of its officers and 
crew were lost. It would seem to me that there is no claim that can 
be made upon the Government more just, more to be encouraged. 
Let these men who go down to the sea in ships, in defense of the 
rights and the honor of their country, understand that Congress will 
encourage claims where losses are suffered by them in the line of their 
duty. Therefore I hope there will be no dissenting voice to this 
proposition. ; 

I rise principally to second what my friend from Ohio [Mr. GAR- 
FIELD] has brought to the attention of the House, that is: what is 
due to the gallant life-saving men who came forward as volunteers, 
because they were not required, they were not bound to be, nor ex- 
pected to be at their stations until the Ist of December in accord- 
ance with the regulations of the revenue marine department which 
has that matter in charge. Therefore they were not to blame for 
not being there. They came forward voluntarily and at the risk of 
their lives undertook to save these drowning sailors. In that attempt 
some of them lost their lives. I trust my friend from Ohio [Mr. 
GARFIELD] has drawn an amendment, as he indicated, to cover their 
losses also and to give something to their families. 

I want also to call the attention of the House to a fact which 
seems to be patent, that if the life-saving stations had been manned 
a great part of this loss of life in all human probability would have 
been prevented. And when we come to discuss that service and the 
necessity of having it on the great lakes and on the shores of the 
ocean, I trust we shall see to it that snch an . is made 
as will enable the officers having this service in chargeto keep the men 
there during every portion of the year when storms are likely to arise. 

Now, I want to say another thing in justice to the last Congress; 
that is, that never since the life-saving service has been in operation 
have the men en in that service gone on duty earlier than the 
1st of December. It was in consequence of no difference in the ap- 
propriations made by the last Congress that they were not on duty at 
the time this catastrophe occurred, but it was in accordance with the 
general rule. Blame should fall where blame is due and credit should 
be given where credit is due. I have investigated this matter, liv- 
ing upon the coast, and I have obtained some information in regard 
to it. I have felt bound to say this much in justice to all concerned. 

Mr. WADDELL. I believe there was but one member of the life- 
saving service lost; he was Captain J. J. Guthrie, a native of my 
State. The others who were lost with him were the crew of the 
wrecking-vessel. 

Mr. GOODE. I desire to say but a word. I sympathize most 
heartily and cordially with the proposiion of my friend from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. KNOTT] and hope it will meet with the unanimons ap- 
para of the House. Bat I regret exceediugly that in drafting the 

ill the gentleman did not go further, and include in its provisions 
the cases of the gallant Captain Guthrie, of the life-saving station, 
and his heroic crew. 

I represent the city in which Captain Guthrie resided. I am relia- 
bly informed that as soon as the news of the wreck of the Huron 
reached the city of Norfolk Captain Guthrie immediately exerted 
himself to raise a crew to go to the scene of the disaster. He went 
in the wrecking-vessel B. & J. Baker, and, in the attempt to save 
the lives of a portion of the crew of the Huron who were then sur- 
viving, Captain Guthrie and five of his crew perished in the waters. 
It seems to me it wonld be unfortunate for this Honse to make any 
provision for the survivors of the Huron or their families without 
including also the families of Captain Guthrie and his crew. 

These men of the Huron lost their lives in the line of duty. The 
heroic Guthrie and his men lost their lives for the sake of humanity. 
They responded to that touch of humanity which makes all the 
world kin. I hope the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] has 
drawn up the amendment which he indicated awhile ago, and that 
it will be agreed to by the House. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I move an amendment to the second section of 
the bill, to come in where it is recited that “ the widows of officers,” 
&c., to insert “ and also of Captain Guthrie, of the Coast Survey“ 
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Mr. GOODE. Of the life-saving station; put in “Captain J. J. 
Guthrie, of the life-saving service. 

Mr, GARFIELD, (after a pause.) I move to insert “and also of 
Captain J. J. Guthrie, of the life-saving station,and of those seamen 
who were lost from the vessel B. & J. Baker in an attempt to save 
those on board the Huron.” That, I believe, will put those men, so 
far as their widows and families are concerned, in the same category 
with the crew of the Huron. 

Mr. TUCKER. As I understand the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD,] it provides only for the seamen who 
were lost. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Captain Guthrie and the seamen. 

Mr. TUCKER. I understand that in compan with the crew were 
some who were not seamen, but citizens, and who lost their lives on 
that occasion. I therefore suggest that the gentleman insert “ per- 
sons” instead of “ seamen.” f 

Mr. GARFIELD. Ihave no objection to that modification. 

The amendment, as modified, was read, as follows : 

And also of Captain J. J. Guthrie, of the life-saving service, and of those per- 


8 from the bark B. & J. Barker in an attempt to save those on 
uron. 


Mr. KNOTT. I accept that amendment as a modification of my 
roposition. 
$ The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Knorr to suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, it was agreed to unanimonsly. 
Mr. KNOTT. I ask unanimous consent that the title of the bill be 
amended by aging tno words “and for other ppd pepe 
There being no objection, the title was amended accordingly. 


FREEDMEN’S BANK. 


Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1747) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase cer- 
tain properties of the Freedmen's Bank, situated in Washington, 
District of Columbia, and in Jacksonville, Florida, for the use of the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
spe Nie perpen on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 

nted. 
Mr. CHALMERS. I ask unanimous consent that this bill, with an 
accompanying document, be printed in the RECORD. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered 5 

The bill and the accompanying communication are as follows: 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to buy certain properties of the 

Freedman's Bank situated in Washington, District of Columbia, and in Jackson- 

ville, Florida, for the use of the United States. 


nry not otherwise appropriated : t he shall not pay more than the sum 
of $325,000 for the samo, 

Sec, 2. Be it VVV and he is 
hereby, au and directed to purchase for use of the United States all 


those lots and is of ground, 

situated in Jacksonville, Florida, and known as tho banking-house property of the 
F. same out ef any 
That he shall not 
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attention of Congress to certain real estate, tho yof th 

y, with a view to its pure by the Government. 
real estate referred to consists of the west half of lot 3, lots 4, 5, 6, 7, and 
part of lot 8, in square 221, in this city, extending 186 feet 10 inches on Pennsylva- 
nia avenue and 136 feet on Fifteen-and-a-half street. It contains 21,654 square feet 
of ground, and is improved by a four-story, basement, and mansard-roof, seneca- 
— building, a large two-story frame, and a three-story brick 


The upper stories of the first-named building, known as the Freedman's Bank 
Building, and which covers 62 feet 11 inches on Pennsylvania avenne by a depth 
of 110 feet, (less than one-third of the entire ground,) are now leased to the Gov- 
ernment for the sum of $17,000 Ee annum, and three of them are occupied by the 
Department of Justice. The fourth story is almost entirely vacant, and would 
doubtless accommodate one or two of the bareaus of the Treasury now occupying 
rented premises. 

‘This property is not only in every way adapted for the uses of the Government, 
but the Government is tly in need of it, and its purchase will be gladly recom- 
mended by the honorablo the Secretary of the Treasury. 

It was erected with a special view to its extension, and if extended (which can 
be done at a moderate cost) would, in addition to the Department of Justice, ac- 
commodate all the outside bureaus of the Treasury 22388 including the 
Second Auditor's office. It is offered at the low figure of 000. 

No cheaper nor more eligible property can be secured by the Government for 
the purposes indicated, as its purchase by the Government wonld enable us 
within a very short time to declare and pay to the unfortunate depositors of this 
company another dividend of 20 cent., we most earnestly urge upon your com- 
mittee and Con, y and favorable action, both as a matter of economy for 
the Government and of charity for the unfortunate creditors of the bank. 

‘The payment of another dividend at this time would prove of great assistance 
to these people; it would relieve much distress and suffering, encourage them to 
renewed ty, inspire them with hope, and at the same time hasten the final 
settlement of the affairs of the e 

We have also a three-story brick mansard-roof building in the city of Jack- 
sonville, da. which we are informed would readily accommodate all the Fed- 
eral offices in Jacksonville, including post-office, custom-house, and the United 
States courts, and which is in all respects the best Lay mays for that purpose that 
can be found in Jacksouville. This can be bought for $40,000. 


In this connection we commend to your favorable consideration the proposition 
submitted to the United States Senate by Ex-Senator John Scott, of Pennsylvania, 
to issue 5 per cent. bonds for a sufficient sum to purchase the property. 

The bonds would sell very readily at par, and the interest on the bonds required 
to purchase the entire two es would be far less than the amount the Gov- 
ernment is at present pa: bank 
building in this city alone would accommodate. 

We have the honor to be, 


Hon. B. B. DOUGLAS. 
Chairman Investigating Committee Freedman's Savings and Trust Company. 


ELECTRICAL ANNUNCIATORS FOR THE HALL. 


Mr. POUND. I move to suspend the rules for the consideration of 
the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the architect of the Capitol be, and he is hereby, directed to pro- 
cure suitable electrical instruments and cause the same to be placed in this Halt as 
early as practicable, with such arrangements and connections as to enable members 
and officers of the House to summon ; the number and arrangements to be 
approved by the Bes goed provided, fiat such instruments so duly placed shall 
be 8 , and together with all labor and other e shall not cost 
to ex the sum of $2,000; the same when duly audited to be paid from the con- 
tingent fund of the House. 

Mr. POUND. If it be proper, pending the motion to suspend the 
rules—— 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I wish to say that the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds have now under consideration a proposition 
similar to this. It has been referred to the subcommittee and will 
be reported soon. 

Mr. POUND. I wish to explain to the gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. FRANKLIN] that before the House proceeds to the consideration 
of this resolution I desire to yield that the chairman of the subcom- 
mittee may make his fo cy which I understand is ready. I will 
put this inquiry-to the Chair: If the rules are suspended, may I then 
yield for the gentleman to make that report 

The SPEAKER. If the rules are suspended for the consideration 
of the resolution, the gentleman will have one hour in his own right. 

Mr. SPRINGER. the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Pounp] 
will modify his motion so as to provide merely that the rules be sus- 
pended to allow the report of the subcommittee to be made I think 
there will be no objection. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I think this is altogether unnecessary haste. 

Mr. WOOD. An experiment of precisely this kind was tried here 
fifteen years ago and was a failure. 

Mr. POUND. I accept the suggestion of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. SPRINGER. ] 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to allowing the gentleman to 
modify his motion in the manner stated? The Chair bears none. 
The question is now on the motion of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
that the rules be suspended to enable the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds to report upon the subject indicated in the resolu- 

ion. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I hope the rules will not be suspended. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not now in order. It will be if the 
rules are suspended for the consideration of the subject. 

The motion of Mr. POUND, as modified, was not agreed to; there 
being ayes 49, noes not counted. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. GOODE. I move to suspend the rules and pass the bill which 
I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


A bill to remove the disabilities imposed by the third section of the fourteenth 
article of the amendments to the Constitution of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in 
oe assembled, (two-thirds of each House concurring therein,) That all disabili- 
ties imposed and remaining u any n by virtuo of the third section of the 
fourteenth article of the amendment of the Constitation of the United States be, 
and the same are by, removed; and each and every person is hereby forever 
relieved therefrom. 

Sec. 2. When any person from whom disabilities are removed by this act shall 
be elected or ap ted to any post or office of honor or trust under the Govern- 
ment of the United States, he shall take the oath prescribed by section 1757, title 
19, of the Revised Statutes of the United States, or such other official oath as may 
be hereafter prescribed in such cases by any future act of Congress. 


Mr. GOODE. Mr. Speaker, that bill passed unanimously in the 
Forty-third Congress. 

The SPEAKER. There does not seem to be two-thirds voting in 
favor of the suspension of the rules. 

Mr. GOODE. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Does this bill make provision for application on 
the part of those who are to receive this favor? If not, it certainly 
should contain such a provision before it is passed. It would then 
meet with less objection. 

Mr. GOODE. There is no such clause contained in the bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Then there ought to be. No man should be re- 
lieved of disability except upon his own petition filed in due form. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I sugest to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to include that provision. 

Mr. GOODE. I will include the provision suggested by the gentle- 
man from Obio. 
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Mr. GARFIELD. The provision should be on ae filed by 
the party who desires it with the Attorney-General. 

Mr. FORT. Is debate in order? I object to everything out of 
order. 


Mr. HALE. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enforce the regular order. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I rise to a point of order, that modifica- 
tion when objected to after the yeas and nays have been ordered is 
not in order, 7 

The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests to the tleman from Vir- 

nia to withdraw his proposition and renew it in a modified form. 

‘he Chair understands the gentleman from Indiana objects to any 
modification of the bill. j } 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, Yes, sir, I object to any modification. 

The SPEAKER. Why? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Because the yeas and nays were called 
and ordered on the motion to suspend the rules. l 

The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests to the gentleman the bill 
be withdrawn and then renewed as modified. 

Mr. HALE. Is that in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is any time before a decision. 

Mr: HALE. With due deference to the Chair, I have never known 
any such thing to be done. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has never known such an objection 
before. 

Mr. HALE. Objection under the rules lies in the mouth of any 
member. 

The SPEAKER. And it lies in the mouth of the Chair to suggest 
the mode by which business shall proceed harmoniously, 

Mr. HALE. It lies in the mouth of any member to make objection, 
and the Chair knows it to have been done before. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has given to the gentleman from Indi- 
ana the privilege of objection, and has also suggested to the gentle- 
man from Virginia the mode by which his bill may pass, perhaps by 
upanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. I object that it cannot be withdrawn when the yeas 
and nays have been ordered on the motion to suspend the rules and 

ass it. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 40. 

Mr. FRANKLIN, I desire to makean inquiry. Were the yeas and 
nays ordered ? 

The SPEAKER. They were. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I understood they were only demanded. 

The SPEAKER. A sufficient number rose for that pu and the 
Chair declared, there being no objection, the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

40. After a motion is stated by the 8 


deemed to be in the possession of the 
before a decision or amendment. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say he has no feeling on the 
subject but simply wished to indicate to the gentleman from Virginia 
the manner in which he could secure the passage of his bill through 
the Honse unanimously. ; 

Mr. HALE. Undoubtedly it could be done by unanimons consent. 
It seems to me if the Clerk will read the rules in reference to the yeas 
and nays it will be found that I am right in my objection. 

The SPEAKER. Until the yeas and nays have been called and the 
result announced there is no decision. The very words of the rule 
give the gentleman from Virginia the power he has proposed to exer- 
cise under the suggestion of the Chair. 

Mr. HALE. It seems to me clear after the yeas and nays have 
been ordered the Chair can recognize nothing but that the call of the 
yeas and nays proceed. 

The SPEAKER. There is still another way in which the gentleman 
from Virginia could reach his desired modification, and that is to move 
to reconsider the vote by which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I have no doubt with the assistance of the Chair the 
gentleman from Virginia will get out of any scrape he may have got- 
ten into. [Laughter. 

The SPEAKER. The object of the Chair is to execute the rules 
with perfect fairness, and if he has been found fault with at all it 
has been for leaning toward his political 3 (Laughter. ] 

Mr. HALE. It is a very good fault on the part of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is anxious to be perfectly fair. 

Mr. GOODE. I withdraw my proposition. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Irise to a motion to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. GOODE] is rec- 

ized for a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. GOODE. I move that the rules be suspended to enable me to 
introduce and the House to pass a bill to remove the disabilities im- 
posed by the third section of the fourteenth article of the amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, £c., (two-thirds of each House concurring therein.) That all disabili- 
ties imposed and remaining upon any by virtue of the third section of the 


ker, or read by the Clerk, it shall be, 
ouse; but may be withdrawn at any time 


fourteenth article of amendments of the Constitution of the United States u 


bilities shall be remov: 
lieved therefrom. 
Sec. 2. Whenever any person from whom disabilities are removed by this act 


the application in writing to the Attorney-General by any person under such d 
porson shall 


and each and every be thereby forever re- 


shall be elected or appointed to an i 5 or office of honor or trust under the Gov- 


ernment of the United States he take the oath prescribed by section 1757 of 
title 19 of the Statutes of the United States, or such other official oath as 
may be hereafter prescribed in such cases by any future act of Congress. 


Mr. CALKINS. Is an amendment to the bill in order? 
The SPEAKER. An amendment is notin order. The motion is to 
— the rules and pass the bill. 
r. BAKER, of Indiana. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 99, nays 52, not vot- 
ing 140; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bicknell, Bisbee, Blackburn, Boone, Bragg, 8 
ner, Burchard. Cain, John W. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Chalmers, John B. Clark, 
of Missouri, Clymer, Cobb, Cook. Jacob D. Cox, Cravens, Culberson, Cutler, 
brell, Dickey, Douglas, Durham, Eden, Eickhoff, Elam, Ellis, Ellsworth, John 
H. Evins, Ewing, Felton, Forney, Franklin, Fuller, Garth, Ganse, Gibson, Gid- 
dings, Glover, Goode, Familton, Hardenbergh, Henry R. Harris, Hartridge, Hart- 
zell, Hatcher. Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Hooker, Honse, Ittner, James Taylor Jones, 
Jorgensen, Kenna, Kimmel, Knott, Lathrop, Ligon, Luttrell, Maish, Manning, 
Marsh, Martin, McKenzie, Money, Morison, Muldrow, Oliver, Pacheco, Pride- 
more, Rainey, Reagan, Riddle, Robbins, Robertson, Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, 
Singleton, Slemons, William E. Smith, . —— er, Steele. Stewart, Swann, Thorn- 
burgh, Throckmorton, Richard W. Townshend, Turner. Vance, Waddell, Walker, 


Warner, Whitthorne, Alpheus S. Williams, Jere N. Williams, Albert S. Willis, 
and Wood—99, 


NAYS—Messrs. Jobn H. Baker, William H. Baker, Rayne, Blair, Boyd, 
Browne, Burdick, Butler, Calkins, Campbell, Rush Clark, Conger, Cummings, 
Horace Davis, Deering, Denison, Dunncll, Gardner, Garfield, Hale, Haskell, Ha- 
zelton, Hendce, Hubbell, Humphrey, Hunter, John S. Jones, Joyce, Keightley, 
Lindsey, McGowan, Monroe, Norcross, Overton, Page, Patterson, Phillips, Price, 
Randolph, Reed, Milton S. Robinson, Ryan, Sampson, Sinnickson, Joseph C. Stone, 
2 Van Vorhes, Welch, Michael D. White, Charles G. Williams, and Wil- 

its—52. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Aiken. Aldrich, Atkins, Bacon, Bagley, Ballou. Banks, 
Banning, Beebe, Benedict, Bland, Bliss, Blount, Bouck, Brentano, Brewer, es, 
Bright, Bundy, Cabell, Camp, Candler, Cannon, Carlisle, Caswell, Chittenden 
Claflin, Alvah A. Clark, Jobn B. Clarke of Kentucky, Cole, Collins, Covert, Samuel 
S. Cox, Crapo, Crittenden, Danfi Darrall, Davidson, Joseph J. Davis, Dwight, 
Eames, Errett, I. Newton Evans, James L. Evans, Field, Finley, Fort, Foster, 
Freeman, Frye, Gunter, Hanna, Harmer, Benjamin W, H ohn T. Harris, 
Harri Hart, — Henderson, Henkle, Hevry. Herbert, Abram 8. Hewitt, 
Hiscock, Hungerford, Hunton, James, Frank Jones, Keifer, Kelley, Ketcham, Kil- 
linger, Kuapp, Landers. Lap . Loring, Lynde, Mackey, 
Map bam. McCook, McKinley, McMahon. Metcalfe, Mills, Mitchell, Morgan, Morso, 
Muller, Neal, O'Neill, Peddie, Phelps, Pollard, Potter, Pound, Powers, Pugh, Quinn, 
Rea, Reilly, Americus V. kice. William W. Rice, Roberts, Goorge D. Robinson, 
Ross, Sapp, Sexton, Shallenberger. Shelley, Smalls, A. Herr Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Starin, Stenger, Stephens, John W. 8 Thompson, Amos Townsend, Mar- 
tin I. Townsend, Tucker, Turney, Veeder, Wait, Walsh, Ward, Watson, Ha 
White, Andrew Williams, James Williams, Richard Williams, Benjamin A. Wil- 
lis, Wilson, Wren, Wright, Yeates, and Young—140. 

So (two-thirds not having voted in favor thereof) the rules were 
not snspended. 

During the call of the roll the following announcements were made: 

Mr. HOUSE. My colleague from Tennessee, Mr. ATKINS, is de- 
tained from the House by sickness, If present, he would vote “ay.” 
My coll e, Mr. YOUNG, is also absent for the same reason, 

resent, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. STENGER. On all political questions I am paired with my 
colleagne from Pennsylvania, Mr. O'NEILL. As gentlemen on the 
other side seem to regard this as a political question, I decline to 
vote. If Mr. O'NEILL were present, I would vote“ ay.“ 

Mr. LIGON. The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. HARRISON, is paired 
with Mr. Sapp, of Iowa, on all questions. If present, Mr. HARRISON 
would vote “ay.” 

Mr. DICKEY. My colleague from Ohio, Mr. FiNLxx, is paired 
with Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts. If Mr. FINLEY were present, ho 
would vote “ay.” I do not know how Mr. Rice would vote. 

Mr. MORGAN. On all political questions I am paired with Mr. 
CASWELL, of Wisconsin. If he were present, I would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. CLYMER. On all political questions my colleague from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. SMITH, is paired with Mr. BLOUNT, of Georgia. If 
present, Mr. BLOUNT would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. SCALES. My colleague from North Carolina, Mr. YEATES, is 
detained from the House by indisposition. My colleague, Mr. Davis, 
is absent by leave of the House. If present, both would vote “ay. 

Mr. GUNTER. lam paired with Mr. Wuite, of Pennsylvania. If 
he were here, I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. WILSON. Iam paired with Mr. Crapo, of Massachusetts. I 
do not know how he would vote on this proposition, If he were 

resent, I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama. My colleague, Mr. HERBERT, is absent on 
account of sickness. If he were present, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. TUCKER. My colleague from Virginia, Mr. HUNTON, is paired 
on all political questions with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. FRYE. 
If he were present, Mr. HUNTON would vote“ ay.“ M colleague, Mr. 
CABELL, is paired with Mr. MCKINLEY, of Ohio, on all political ques- 
tions If Mr. CABELL were present, he would vote “ay.” In return 
for a like courtesy some time ago extended to me I am paired with 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Lapnam. If he were present, I 
would vote “ay.” Iam not aware how he wonld vote. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Upon all political questions I am 

ired with Mr. BREWER, of Michigan. I shall decline to vote, as 

r. BREWER is not present, although Ido not know how he would 
vote if oe 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. FREEMAN, of Pennsylvania, is paired with Mr. 
Rice, of Ohio, on all political questions. Mr. Harmer, of Pennsyl- 
vania, is paired with Mr. BEEBE, of New York, on all political ques- 


. Buck- 


ham, Leonard, Lockwood, 
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tions. Mr. KILLINGER, of Pennsylvania, is paired with Mr. POTTER, 
of New York. Iam not W how any of these gentlemen would 
vote on this question. 

r. CLARK, of Iowa. My colleague, Mr. Sarr, is necessarily de- 
tained from the House by illness. 

Mr. POWERS. poog all political questions I am paired with Mr. 
CARLISLE, of Kentucky. If he were present, Mr. CARLISLE would 
vote “ay” and I should vote “no.” 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Ropryson, of Massachusetts, is paired 
with Mr. BANNING, of Ohio. Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts, is paired 
with Mr. FINLEY, of Ohio. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. Iam paired on all political questions 
with Mr. Sparks, of Illinois. Mr. Wart, of Connecticut, is pai 
with Mr. Harris, of Virginia. 

Mr. STEWART. I am paired with Mr. Davipson, of Florida, 
upon all political questions, If he were here he would probably vote 
“ay” Ihave taken the responsibility of voting“ a 

Mr. CAMP. Upon all political questions I am paired with my col- 
league from New York, Mr. BENEDICT. If he were here, he would 
vote “ay.” I would vote “no,” 

Mr. HARDENBERGH. My colleague from New Jersey, Mr. Ross, 
is detained from the House. If he were here, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. FRYE. Iam paired with Mr. Hunton, of Virginia. If he 
were tine ac) I would vote “ no.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. My colleague, Mr. CASWELL, is 
absent by leave of the House. If he were present, he would vote 
“ no. 

Mr. POUND. Upon all political subjects I am paired with my col- 
league from Wisconsin, Mr. Bouck. If he were present, I presume 
he wonld vote “ay.” I should vote “no.” 

Mr. OVERTON. My colleague from Pennsylvania, Mr. MITCHELL, 
is paired with Mr. CRITTENDEN, of Missouri. If they were both 
present, Mr. MITCHELL would vote “no.” My colleagues, Mr. THOMP- 
BON and Mr. REILLY, are paired. Were they both present, Mr. 
THOMPSON would vote “no” and Mr. REILLY, I suppose, would vote 

ay. 

Mr. BROWNE. My colleagues from Indiana, Mr. SEXTON, Mr. 
Evans, and Mr. Hanna, are absent by leave. If they were present, 
thoy would each vote“ no.“ 

r. HUNGERFORD. I am paired with my colleague from New 
York, Mr. HART. He would probably, if here, vote “ay” and I should 
vote “no.” My colleague, Mr. KETCHAM, is paired with Mr. LYNDE, 
of Wisconsin. 

Mr. COLE. I am paired on all political questions with Mr. JoNEs, 
of New Soret and therefore decline to vote. 

Mr. DWIGHT. I am paired with Mr. Lockwood, of New York. 
If present, he would vote “ay” and I should vote “no.” 

Mr. WILLITS. I desire to state that Mr. STONE, of Michigan, is 

ired with Mr. Knapp, of Illinois, on all political questions. 

TONE is absent by leave of the House. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I will state that my colleague, Mr. STRATIT, is 
absent by leave of the House, and that he is paired with the gentle- 
man from Missouri, Mr. Rea. How he would vote I do not know. 

Mr. EVINS, of Sonth Carolina. My colleague, Mr. AIKEN, is absent, 
and is paired with Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York ; if present, he would 
vote “ ay. 

Mr. FORT. I desire to state that I am paired with Mr. CLARK, of 
Missouri; probably, if he were present, he would vote “ay.” I there- 
fore decline to vote. 

Mr. BACON. When my name was called I voted “ay,” and was 
very glad to vote so; but Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. WILIs, 
who is absent, and I dare to say that he would vote the same way as 
myself; but I am not assured of that fact, and I withdraw my vote. 

Ir. CRITTENDEN, I have voted under the impression that Mr. 
MITCHELL was present, and I therefore withdraw my vote. I pre- 
sume that, if he were here, he would vote “no;” I should certainly 
vote “ay.” 

Mr. BLAND. Iam paired with Mr. CLAFLIN, of Massachusetts. I 
do not know how he would yote if he were present; but I should 
vote “ay.” 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. Lynpr, is 
paired with Mr. Ketcuam. If they were present, Mr. LYNDE would 
vote “ay” and Mr. KetcHam would vote “no.” 

Mr. REA. I desire to state that I am paired with Mr. STRAIT, of 
Minnesota, on all political questions, and as this may be considered 
a political question I decline to vote. 

. HARDENBERGH. My colleague, Mr. CLARK, is absent by 
leave of the House. If here, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. WOOD. My colleague, Mr. HART, stated to me before leaving 
the city that he was paired with another colleague of mine, Mr. HuN- 
GERFORD, and I would ask if Mr. HUNGERFORD’s vote is recorded? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that it is recorded in the 
negative, although the Chair is not certain that he voted. 

r. HUNGERFORD. I voted under the impression that Mr. Hart 
was present, but now withdraw my vote. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 


JAMES CLEMENTS, 


Mr. HAMILTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1748) for the relief of 
James Clements; which was read a first and second time, referred 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


to 


Mr. WOOD. 
Clerk’s desk, and if there be objection to it, I move that the rules be 
suspended for its immediate 

he Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


I desire to offer the resolution which I send to the 


The SPEAKER. The resolution should be sent to the Committee 
of Accounts. 

s Mr. WOOD. But I ask unanimous consent for its immediate adop- 
on. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I do not wish to object, but I cannot see the 
srg for the adoption of such a resolution. 

Mr. WOOD. The committee cannot transact its business without 
a clerk, and the committee have duties to perform that require they 
should have some officer of this character. It was the unanimous 
wish of the committee on both sides that the resolution should pass. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Then I withdraw my objection. 

No further objection being made, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolntion 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PAY OF A MESSENGER. 

Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia, by unanimous consent, offered the 
following resolution; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Accounts, and ordered to be printed : 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this Honse be, and he is hereby, directed to pay out 
of the contingent fund under his control, to William M. Patten, $100, as pay for 
his services as messenger at the north door for the month of October, 1877. 


JOHN FOLGER. 


Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia, also, by unanimons consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1749) granting a pension to John Folger; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM C. PARKER. 

Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1750) granting a pension to William C. Parker; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

LEGAL TERMS. 

Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1751) to be entitled “An act to define the 
meaning of certain legal terms ;” which was read a first and second 
„ to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
prin 

~ SURVEY OF THE KANKAKEE RIVER, 

Mr. CALKINS, by unanimous consent, offered a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 60) for a survey of a part of the Kankakee River, and mak- 
ing an appropriation therefor; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

THEODORE D. WILSON. 

Mr. HALE, unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1752) for the relief of Naval Constructor Theodore D. Wilson, of the 
Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES H. HAMILTON. 


Mr. SAYLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1753) for the relief of James H. Hamilton; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

J. M. HINES. 

Mr. VANCE, by unanimous consent, offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives bo, and he is hereby, 
instructed to pay J. M. Hines the sum of $90.67, for services as rof the 
House of Representatives from January 10, 1877, to March 4, i877, and fom Octo- 
ber 15 to November 1, 1877. 

SELMAR SEIBERT. 

Mr. BURDICK, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1754) for the relief of Selmar Seibert; which was read a first and 
pee Be Bmg; referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
p 

CHANGE OF NAME OF PORT. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I move that the rules be suspended so as to dis- 
charge the Committee on Commerce from the farther consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No, 257) to change the name of the port of entry of 
the district of the Téche, in Louisiana, from Brashear to Morgan 
City, that it may be put upon its paseago now. 

The bill was read. It provides that the name of the port of entry 
of the Teche district in the State of Louisiana be, and hereby is, 
changed from Brashear to Morgan City. 

Section 2 provides that the act s take effect from and after its 
A Mr. CONGER. Idesire to know if that bill changes the locality 
of the port of entry ? 


1877. 
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Mr. DUNNEL.L. No, I will say to the gentleman that the name 
of “Brashear” has been changed to Morgan City, and the object of 
this bill is to make the name of the pors in harmony with the change 

y 


of name. The bill is recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The question was put; and (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the 

rules were suspended and the bill was passed. 
GROWTH OF TIMBER ON PRARIE LANDS, 

Mr. STEWART, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1755) to amend the acts approved March 3, 1873, and March 13, 1874, 
to encon the growth of timber on western prairies; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

CHRISTIAN SCHMIDT. 

Mr. TIPTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1756) granting a pension to Christian Schmidt; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MEASUREMENT OF VESSELS, 

Mr. HUBBELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. pa | relating to vessels not propelled by steam or sail; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


PERE MARQUETTE, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
Rt. No. 1758) to appropriate money for the erection of a keeper's 
dwelling at the light-house at Pere Marquette, Michigan; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

STANNARD'S ROCK, LAKE SUPERIOR, 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No, 1759) to appropriate money for the erection of a light-honse 
and steam fog-signal at Stannard’s Rock, Lake Superior; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

PENT WATER, MICHIGAN, 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1760) to appropriate money for the erection of a keepers 
dwelling at the light-house at Pent Water, Michigan; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, aud 
ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL W. ABBOTT. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1761) for the relief of Samuel W. Abbott, postmaster at Me- 
nomonee, Michigan; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

REUBEN GOODRICH. 


Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1762) for the relief of Reuben Goodrich; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

VANSE AND VIEUX DE SERT INDIANS. 

Mr. HUBBELL aleo, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1763) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to invest in the 
bonds of the United States the unexpended balance of the money 
appropriated to the L’Anse and Vieux de Sert bands of Lake Supe- 
rior; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MACKINAG, MICHIGAN, 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
N. No. 1764) to appropriate money for the erection of a station and 
steam fog-signal at Mackinac, Michigan; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

THOMAS PULLING. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1765) granting a pension to Thomas Pulling, of Big Rapids, 
Mecosta County, Michigan; which was read a first and second time, 
rescues to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 

r 
3 SAINT MARY’S FALLS CANAL. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
NR. No, 1766) to appropriate money for continuing the improvement of 
the Saint Mary's River and Saint s Falls Canal; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MANISTEE, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, ee Braet consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1767) to appropriate money for continuing the improvement of 
the harbor at Mauistee, Michigan; which was read a first and second 
pore: A gi to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
prin 

LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H, 

R. No. 1763) to appropriate money for continuing the improvement of 


the harbor at Ludington, Michigan; which was read a first and sec- 
ond kimo, to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PENT WATER, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1769) to 5 money for continuing the improvement of 
the harbor at Pent Water, 9 which was read a first and sec- 
ee sma referred to the Co ttee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
p 

CHARLEVOIX, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1770) to appropriate money for the improvement of the harbor at 
Charlevoix, Michigan; which was read a firstand second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


EAGLE HARBOR, LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1771) to yh tg lena money for continning the improvement of 
Eagle Harbor, Lake Superior; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


ONTANAGON, MICHIGAN. 


Mr. HUBBELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1772) to appropriate money for 3 the improvement of 
the harbor of Ontanagon, Lake Superior; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

. HOMER R. PARISH, : 

Mr. HENDERSON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1773) for the relief of Homer R. Parish; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

MIRIAM V. KENNEY. 

Mr. FORT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1774) granting a pension to Miriam V. Kenney; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
und ordered to be printed. 

EMBEZZLEMENT BY AGENTS AND ATTORNEYS, 


Mr. GUNTER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1775) to punish embezzlement by nfs and attorneys; which was 
read a first and second time, refe to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES M. DOUGLASS. 

Mr. GUNTER also, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H R. 
No. 1776) for the relief of James M. Douglass, of Arkansas; which 
was a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JACOB H. STARK. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, by unanimons consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1777) for the relief of Jacob H. Stark; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

REVISION OF THE TARIFF. 


Mr. MILLS. I move to suspend the rules and adopt the resolution 
which I send to the desk; and upon that motion I call for the yeas 
and nays, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to so revise the 
tariff as to PREE ES and solely a tariff for rovenno and not for protecting 
one class of citizens by plundering another. 

On the demand for yeas and naya there were—ayes 27, noes 56. 

Mr, BAKER, of Indiana. I call the attention of the Chair to the 
fact that no quornm has voted. 

The SPEAKER. It is not necessary that a quorum should vote. 
The yeas and nays can be ordered by one-fifth of those present. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Is it competent now to move to adjourn, when 
we 2 77 passed a resolution for final adjournment at three o’clock 


to-da: 

Tho SPEAKER. There may be contradiction in such action; but 
the House must late that, not the Chair. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. The gentleman can move for a recess if he 


00568. 

Mr. CLYMER. I can move to adjourn too. 

The SPEAKER, There was no quorum voting on the last vote; 
and therefore a motion to adjourn or a motion for a call of the House 
are the only motions in order. 

Mr. MILLS. I move a call of the Honse. 

Mr, FORT. I move the House take a recess until ten minutes before 
three o’clock. i 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I hope we shall not take a recess until we vote 
on this proposition. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. CLYMER that the 
House urn, it was not a to. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that the House now take a recess 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the motion for a recess is 
not in order pending a motion to suspend the rules, As to the ques- 
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tion whether a quorum is present the Chair would say that the fact 


will develop itself on the call of the yeas and nays. The Chair has 
no other official and exact mode of tinding ont such a fact. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. BAKER, of ‘Indiana. I rise to a parliamentaty inquiry: Did 
o Arig last vote disclose the fact that there was no quorum in the 

a 4 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will canse to be read the paragraph on 
which bis decision as to the yeas and nays is based, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“ One-fifth of those present” has always been construed to mean one-fifth of 
those who vote on the question of ordering the yeas and nays regardless of the 
fact as to whether or not a quorum is present. 

Mr. CLYMER, I move to reconsider the vote by which the mo- 
tion to adjourn was negatived. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot recognize as in order a motion 
to reconsider the vote upon a question of adjournment. 

Mr. FORT. The gentleman means to reconsider the vote by which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. That would be in order. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. I made a 
Bede to lay this resolution on the table. Is not that motion in 
order 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recognize that motion as in 
order. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CLxuxn, I as the 
Chair understands, moves to reconsider the vote by which the yeas 
and nays were ordered, 

Mr. MILLS. I move to lay that motion on the table, and on that 
T call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. REAGAN. I raise the point that upon the question which the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLyMER] moves to reconsider he 
voted in the negative and that he has no right to make the motion 
to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. Where there is no rocord of a vote, it is usual to 
recognize any gentleman as entitled to make the motion to reconsider. 

The Clerk will read a paragraph from the rules touching the ques- 
tion before the House. 

The Clerk road as follows: 


iin order of the yeas and nays or a refusal of the yeas and nays may be recon- 


Mr. MILLS. What then if that be reconsidered ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks a majority conld reconsider, but 
pa ae gentleman’s right to call for the yeas and nays again would 

valid. 

Mr. MILLS. And-then could that again be reconsidered? Could 
a majority of the House reconsider that vote? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides not; it conld not be reconsid- 
ered twice. The Chair would say if the House refuses to reconsider, 
of course the question would recur on taking the vote by yeas an 
nays. 8 

Mr. EDEN. Would not the same number that called for the yeas 
and nays defeat the motion to reconsider? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thiuks a majority will have to recon- 
sider, The remedy is a plain one, for if the reconsideration is carried 
the gentleman from Texas or any other member can again demand 
the yeas and nays and one-fifth of those present is snflicient to order 
the yeas and nays. It would not be in order to again reconsider, as 
in that event motions to reconsider could be made interminably. The 
Clerk will read the rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

According to uniform practice, when a motion to reconsider has been passed in 
the affirmative, the question immediately recurs upon the question reconsidered. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I desire to make another parliamentary 
inquiry, and that is, if a majority should vote in favor of reconsider- 
ing the question which has been passed upon and the whole number 
of votes recorded for and against it are less than a quorum of the 
House, whether or not it could be carried f 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman rose and made a question there 
was not a quorum voting, then under the rules the only two motions 
in order would be to adjourn or that there be a call of the House. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania now moves to reconsider the vote 
"Sf. BLACKBURN.. I to to a parliamentary inquity 

r. <BURN. to a parliamentary in 8 

The SPEAKER, n will state it. $ 

Mr. BLACKBURN. If the Constitution gives to one-fifth of the 
members of the House the right to order the yeas and nays, can it be 
-that the right to reconsider and take from that one-fifth the right to 
demand the vor and nays is vested in a bare majority? 

The SPEA 
the yeas and nays is a constitutional right. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is under the rules, and, 
as has been read at the desk, the question wonld-immediately recur 
upon the call for the yeas and nays again, and one-fifth would be 
sufficient to call for them. The motion to reconsider under the rules 
pira the House opportunity to change its mind in reference to order- 

ng the yeas and nays, if that be the wish of the House. That is the 
reason for the rule. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I understand that, 

The SPEAKER. If a motion to reconsider were carried the 


R. The right of one-fifth of those present to call for | G. 


question wonld again recur on ordering the yeas and nays, and, if 
one-fifth of those present voted in the alfirmative, under the Consti- 
tntion they wonld have the right to order the yeas and nays. The 
Chair would rule in such a case that a second motion to reconsider 
would not be in onler. i 

ae CAMPBELL. On the motion to reconsider I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I raise the question that it is not in order to 
have the yeas and nays on the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

e SPEAKER, The motion on which the yeas and nays are de- 
manded is the motion to reconsider, 

Mr. BURCHARD. But the motion to reconsider is the vote by 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Ilinois think that on 
a motion to reconsider any member has not the right to demand the 
yeas and nays? 

Mr. BURCHARD. I do not think such a right exists in reference 
to reconsidering the vote by which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is sorry to disagree with the gentle- 
man, and he will refer him to the provision of the Constitution. 
Article 1, section 5, paragraph 3, provides— 

Each House shall keep a journal of its proceed! and from timo to time publish 
the samo, excepting such parts as may in their judgment require secracy— 

1 then come the words to which the Chair particularly calls atten- 
on— 

and the and nays of tho members of either House on any question shall, at the 

desire of one-fifth of those present, bo entered on tho Journal. 

The question is on the motion to reconsider, and on that motion the 
yeas and nays have been demanded. 

Mr. MORRISON. If the Constitution provides that it is the right 
of one-fifth of those present to call for the yeas and nays, can the 
rules of the House undo that right? 

The SPEAKER. Itis for the House to determine the question. 
Under the rules a motion to reconsider is in order, and the reason for 
the rule is, if there should be a mistake it can be corrected, or if the 
House should change its mind it has the right to do so, The rules 
of the Honse only produce a temporary delay in such case, 

Mr. MORRISON. Can the rules undo tho Constitution tempora- 


rily? 

The SPEAKER. Tho rules of the House cause only a temporary 
delay. The right to demand the yeas and nays is unimpaired, for, if 
one-fifth of the members present still desire the yeas and nays on the 

roposition, the yeas and nays will have to be taken. Reconsidera- 
tas only affords opportunity to the House under the rules to take 
more deliberate action. The reason for the rule is a good one, and 
there is no evil which gentlemen on either sido have not the remedy 
for. The question is on ordering the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; more than one-fifth voting in 
favor thereof. d 

0 17 was taken; and there were—yeas 34, nays 110, not 
voting 147; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. pariy, John II. Baker, Browne, Burchard, Cain, Camp, Cly- 
O Cummin Cutler, g Kickhoff, Fryo, Harden- 
ish, Marsh, Monroe, Oliver, Page, le 


8 
Whit hitthorne, aud Wren—H. 
NAYS—Messra. Bacon, Bayne, Bell, Bicknell, Blackburn, Blair, Bland, Boone, 
Boyd, Bragg, Brisas B en, Buckner, Burdick, John W. Caldwell, W. P. Cald- 
well, Calkins, Campbell, Carlisle, Chalmers, John B. Olark, Jr., of Missouri, Rush 
Cobb, Cole, Conger, Cravens, Crittenden, 1 Horace Davis, Deni- 
son, Dibrell, Dickey, Dongias, Donnell, Durham, Dwight, Edon, Elam, Ellsworth, 
John IL Evins, Felton, Forney, Fort, Franklin, Garth, Giddings, Glover, Goode, 
Gunter, Hamilton, Henry R. fenderson, House, 
Hun, Jones, Jolm S. Jones, Joyce, Keightley, Keona, Kim- 
, MoGowan, Mo- 
son, Muldrow, Norcross, Overton, Pa‘ 


Robertson, 
ales, Schleicher, Sin: Slewons, William Smith, 
Steele, Thorn h, Throckmorton, Tic! W. Townshend, Tucker, 

Vance, Van Vor Wadell, Walker, Charles G. Williams, Jero N. Williams, 
Albert S. Willis, ant Willita—110, 


Rainey, Randolph, Rea, 


Ban 

Brid, M, Bu 
Ch Alva 0 
Cox, Danford, Darrall, Davidson, J 


. hJ; Davis, Eames, Ellis, Errott, I. 
Newton Evans, James L. Evans, Ewing, Fich Fuller, 


Finloy, Foster, Freeman, 5 
Bae, Benjamin W. Harris, 
Haskel, Hayes, Hazelton, Henkle, 
Henry, Herbert, Abram S. Hewitt, Gold: W. Howitt, Hiscoe’, Hooker, Hum- 
p Hunton, James, Frank Jones, Ji Keifer, Kelley, Ketcham, Kilin- 
T, ae Landers, So pag Lockwood, Loring, Lynde, . 
Kar 5 or Mahon. Metcalfe, Mitchell, Morse, Muller, Ni 
Neill, o, Phelps, Pollard, Potter, Pound, Pugh, Quinn, Reilly, 
Rice,. Roberts, G ‘© D. Robinson, Ross, Sapp, 
Sexton, , Shelley, Smalla, A. Herr Smith, Southard, Sparks, Starin, 
A Sag xe tewart, John W. Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Strait, Swann, Thomp- 


son, os To Martin I. Townsend, Turney, Verler, W. Walsh, Ward, 
Warner, Watson, White, Alpheus S. Wiliams, Andrew Illama, 
James Williams, Ri wi Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, Wood, Wright, 


Yeates, and Young—147. 

The SPEAKER. On the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the yeas and nays were ordered, the zone are 34 and the nays are 110. 

Mr. CLYMER, A quorum has not voted. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House take a recess until ten o’clock 
on Monday morning. 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. CLYMER] 
raises the point of order that the vote just taken discloses the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

Mr. CLYMER. I withdraw the point. 

Mr. WOOD. I have reason to believe that the Senate will not con- 
cur in our resolution of adjournment sine die. I therefore move that 
we take a recess until ten o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. MILLS. I make the point that that motion is not in order 
without a quorum. e 

The SPEAKER. The Chair considers thata motion to take a recess 
at this time is not in order, because a motion is pending to suspend 
the rules and adopt the resolution of the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. 
MILLs,] on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. WOOD. A quorum not having voted, only two motions are in 
order: one for a call of the House and the other to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. And the motion of the gentleman from New York 
is not one of those two. 

Mr. WOOD. I suggest at this stage of the session, in the present 
state of the business between the two Houses, nothing is left for us 
but to take a recess; and I make that motion in order to avoid the 
necessity of moving an adjournment or a call of the House. I hope 
the gentleman from Texas will not insist on his point of order. 

Mr. MILLS. If the gentleman will agree to my resolution I will 
withdraw the objection to his present motion. Otherwise I mustin- 
sist on the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order made by 
the gentleman from Texas that the motion to take a recess is not in 
order at this time, for the reason heretofore given by the Chair. 

Mr. CLYMER. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. Lask the 
ee a motion to adjourn should prevail when would the House 
meet 

The SPEAKER. On Monday. At twelve o’clock, because that is 
the hour fixed for our sessions. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that when the House adjourn to-day it be to 
meet on Monday at ten o'clock, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that that motion is not in order, 
because on the last vote the presence of a quorum was not developed. 

Mr. WOOD. Then if the gentleman from Texas persists in his 
nonsense I will move a call of the House. 

Mr. MILLS. I did not know it was democratic doctrine to call a 
proposition to have a tariff for revenue nonsense, and I am astonished 
that the leader of the democracy in this House shonld so brand it. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Texas is on this occasion, as he 
usually is, unnecessarily excited. The Committee of Ways and 
Means will discharge its duty faithfully irrespective of that resolu- 
tion. It willin dae time report the results of their deliberation to 
this House, and I hope the gentleman from Texas will support the 
committee in what it reports. Meanwhile the committee requires no 
instructions of any kindin this matter. 

Mr. MILLS. If the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] will 
report from the Committee of Ways and Means a measure of tariff 
for revenue only, I will support it; but I have yet to learn that the 
Committee of Ways and Means is the House.“ 

Several members called for the regular order. 

The question was taken on Mr. Woov’s motion; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 56, noes 19. 

So the motion was agreed to; and a call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, when the following members 
failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Aiken, Aldrich, Atkins, Bagley, Ballou, Banks, Banning, Beebe, Benediet, 


Bliss, Blount, Bouck, Brentano, Brewer, Brid; 
non, Caswell, Chittenden, Clatiin, Alvah A. Clark, John B. Clarke of Kentuck , Col. 
lins, Covert, Samuel S. Cox, Crapo, Danford, „Davidson, Joseph J. 
Eames, Ellis, Errett, I. Newton Evans, James L. Evans. Ewing, Field, Finley, 
Foster, Freeman, Hanna, er, n W. Harris, John T. Harris, Harrison, 
Hart, rag ph ayen; Henkle, Henry, Abram S. Hewitt, Gol th W. Hewitt, 
Herbert, Hiscock, Hunton, James, Frank Jones, Jorgensen, Keifer, Kelley, Kotch- 
am, Killinger, Kna Landers, Laph Leonard, Lockwood, Lynde, Mackey, 
Mayham, McCook, McKinley, McMahon, Motealfe, Mitchell, Moree, Muller, Neal, 
O'Neill, Peddie, Phelps, Pollard, Potter, Pugh, Quinn, Reilly, Americus V. Rice, 
William W. Rice, Roberts, George D. Robinson, Ross, Sapp, Sexton, lenberger, 
Shelley, Smalls, A. Herr Smith, Southard, Sparks, Starin, 1 John W. Steme, 
Strait, Swann, Thompson, Amos Townsend, Martin I. Townsend, Turney, Veeder, 
Wait, Walsh, Ward, Watson, Harry White, Andrew Williams, James Williams, 
Benjamin A. Willis, Wright, Yeates, and Young. 

The SPEAKER. One hundred and sixty-eight members have an- 
swered to their names, which is more than a quorum. 

275 MILLS. I move to dispense with further proceedings under the 
call. 

Mr. WOOD. Ihave no objection to suspending further proceed- 
ings under the call and that the House sha! at once vote upon the 
proposan of the gentleman from Texas. 

The question was taken on Mr. MILLs’s motion, and it was agreed to. 

So further ptoceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs upon the motion to sus- 

nd the rules and pass the resolution offered by the gentleman from 

‘exas, upon which the yeas and nays have been ordered, and the 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The question was taken and there were—yeas 67, nays 76, not vot- 
ing 148; as follows: 

YEAS—Mcssrs. John H. Baker, Bell, Bicknell, Blackburn, Bland, Boone, Bragg, 
Brogden, Browno, Buckner, John W. Caldwell. W. P. Caldwell, Calkins, John 
Clark, jr., of Missouri, Cobb, Cravens, Culberson, Dibrell, Dickey, Douglas, Dur- 

— 


Erihs Bundy,Cabell,Candler,Can- 
1 


ham, Eden, Elam, Felton, Forney, Franklin Fuller, Garth, Gause, Giddings, 
Glover, Goode, Hamilton, Hartzell, Hatcher, House, James Taylor Jones, Kenna, 
Knott, Ligon, Luttrell, Marsh, Martin, MeKenzie, Mills, Morrison, Phillips, Pride- 
more, Rainey, R Riddle, Robertson, Sayler, Scales, Singleton, Slemons, Will- 
iam E. Smith, Springer. Steele, Throckmorton, Richard W. Townsend, Turner, 
Vance, Waddell, Whitthorne, Jere N. Williams, and Albert S. Willis—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bacon, William II. Baker, Bayne, Bisbee, Blair, Briggs, Burchard, 
Burdick, Butler, Cain, Campbell, Rush Clark, Clymer, Conger, Cook, Jacob D Vox, 
Cummings, Cutler. Horace Davis, Deering, Denison, Dunnell, Dwight, Eickhoff, 
Ellsworth, John H. Evins, Gardner, Garfield, Gibson, Hale, Hardenvbergh, Henry 
R. Harris, Haskell, Hazelton, Hendee, Henderson, Hubbell, Hunter, Humphrey, 
Hungerford, Ittner, John S. Jones, Joyce, Keightley, Lathrop, Lindsey, Loring, 
Maish, McGowan, Monroe, Noreross, Oliver, Overton, Pacheco, Page, Patterson, 
Pound, Price, Randolph, Reed, Robbins, Milton S. Robinson, Ryan, Sampson, Sin- 
nickson, Stenger, Joseph C. Stone, Tipton, Van Vorhes, Welch, Michael D, White, 
Charles G. Williams. Richard Williams, Willits, Wood, and Wren—76 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Aiken, Aldrich, Atkins, Bagley, Ballou, Banks, Ban- 
ning, Beebe, Benedict, Bliss, Blount, Bouck, Boyd, Brentano. Brewer, Bridges, 
2 Bundy, Cabell, Camp, Candler, Cannon, Carlisle, Caswell, Chalmers, Chit- 
tenden, C n,Alvah A. Clark. John B. Clarke of Kentneky, Cole, Collins, Covert, 
Samuel S. Cox, Crapo, Crittenden, Danford, Darrall, Davidson, Joseph J. Davis, 
Eames, Ellis, Errett, I. Newton Evans, James L. Evans, Ewing, Field, Finley. 
Fort, Foster, Freeman, Frye, Gunter, Hanna, Harmer, Benjamin W. Harris, John 
T. Harris, Harrison, Hart, Hartridze, Hayes, Henkle, Henry, Abram S. Hewitt, 
Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Herbert, Hiscock, Hooker, Hunton, James, Frank Jones, 
Jorgensen, Keifer, Kelley, Ketcham, Killinger, Kimmel, Knapp, Landers, Lap- 
ham, Leonard, Lockwood, Lynda Mackey, Manning, Mayham, McCook, McKin- 
ley, McMahon, Metcalfe, Mitchell, Money, Morgan, Morse, Muldrow, Muller, Neal, - 
O'Neill, Peddic, Phelps, Pollard, Potter, Powers, Pugh, Quinn, Rea, Reilly, Ameri- 
cus V. Rice, William W. Rice, Roberts, George D. Robinson, Ross, Sapp, Schleicher, 
Sexton, Shallenberger, Shelley, Smalls, A. Herr Smith, Southard, Sparks, Starin, 
Stephens, Stewart, John W. Stone, Strait, Swann, Thompson, Thornburgh, Amos 
Townsend, Martin I Townsend, Tucker, Turney, Veeder, Wait, Walker, Walsh, 
Ward, Warner, Watson. Harry White, Alpheus S. Williams, Andrew Williams, 
James Williams, Benjamin A. Willis, Wilson, Wright, Yeates, and Young—148. 

So Leh Bara not voting in favor thereof) the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

During the roll-call, the following announcements were made: 

Mr. TUCKER. I am paired on political questions with Mr. LAP- 
HAM. My colleague, Mr. CABELL, is paired with Mr. MCKINLEY, aud 
my colleague, Mr. HUNTON, with Mr. FRYE. 
ene SCALES. My colleague, Mr. YEATES, is absent by leave of the 

ouse. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. 
BriGut, is absent by reason of the death of his wife, and that my 
colleagues, Mr. YouNG and Mr. ATKINS, are absent by reason of in- 
disposition. a 

Mr. WILSON of West Virginia. I desire to state that I am paired 
with my colleague on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Mr. CRAPO, 
upon all political 3 If he were present, I should vote “ay. 

Mr. DICKEY. My colleague, Mr. FINLEY, is paired with Mr. Rick 
of Massachusetts. If present, he would vote “aye.” 

Mr. GUNTER. I am paired upon this question with Mr. WHITE 
of Pennsylvania; if he were here, I should vote “ aye” and I presume 
he would vote “ no.“ 

Mr. CLYMER. On this question my 2 Mr. A. HERR STT, 
is paired with Mr. BLOUNT, of Georgia. If present, my colleague 
would vote “no.” 

Mr. REA. On all political questions I am paired with Mr. STRAIT, 
of Minnesota. If he were here, I should vote “ay ;” Ido not know 
how he would vote. 

Mr. MONROE. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. FOSTER, is 
paired with Mr. Covert, of New York, ou all political questions. 

Mr. POWERS. On this question 1 am paired with Mr. CARLISLE, 
of Kentucky. If present, he would vote “uy” and I would vote “nv.” 

Mr. COLE. I am paired with Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire. 

Mr. STEWART. I am paired with Mr. DAVIDSON, of Florida. If 
he were here, he would vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” 

Mr, WILLIAMS, of Oregon. On all political questions I am paired 
with Mr. Sparks, of Illinois. Not re ing this as a political ques- 
tion, when my name was called I voted. Others, however, seem to 
regard it asa political question, and therefore I withdraw my vote. 

r. FRYE. I am paired with Mr. Hunton, of Virginia, If he 
were here, I should vote “no” and he ought to. [Langlter.] 

Mr. CAMP. Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. BENEDICT. Not re- 

ng this as a political question, when my name was called I voted 
“no” I desire now to withdraw my vote. I will state, however, 
that I believe if Mr. BENEDICT were here he would vote “no” also. 
I desire also to state that my colleagues Mr. McCook and Mr. Lock- 
woop are paired. I am informed that if they were here they would 
both vote “no.” 3 

Mr. FORT. Onall political questions I am paired with Mr. CLARKE, 
of Kentucky. Some seem to consider this a political question, some 
say itis not. I, however, will not vote. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iam again requested to state that Mr. HARMER, of 
Pennsylvania, is paired with Mr. BEEBE, of New York; Mr. FREE- 
MAN, of Pennsylvania, is paired with Mr. Rice, of Ohio, and Mr. 
KILLINGER, of Pennsylvania, is paired with Mr. POTTER, of New 
York. I do not know how any of them would vote on this question 
if they were here. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I should have further stated that 
Mr, Wait, of Connecticut, is paired with Mr. Harris, of Virginia. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Iam paired with Mr. MITCHELL, of Pennsyl- 
vania, on all political questions. When my name was called [ voted ; 
but for fear that he might consider this a political question I will 
withdraw my vote. If present, I presume he would vote “no;” 
I should vote “ ay.” 5 
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The result of the vote was stated as above recorded. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House now take a recess until Mon- 
day morning at ten o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at three o’clock and 
forty minutes p. m.) the House took a recess until ten o’clock a m. 
of Molay next, 7 


AFTER RECESS. 


The recess having expired, the House reassembled at ten o’clock a. 
m., (Monday, December 3.) 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


Am from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed without amendment a 
bill of the Honse of the following title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing binding of documents for mem- 
bers of Congress. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed, with 
amendments in which the concurrence of the House was requested, 
a bill of the following title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropri- 

_ations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed and re- 
quested the concurrence of the House in bills and a joint resolution 
of the following titles: 

A bill (S, No. 53) for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at 
Beatrice, Nebraska; 
5 A bill (S. No. 65) to change the name of the schooner Minnie to 

arteret; 

A bill is. No. 290) for the relief of James D. Holman; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 5) authorizing Rear-Admiral William 
Reynolds, of the United States Navy, to accept certain presents ten- 
dered him by Kings of Siam. 


DESERT LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I ask unanimous consent to present a document 
containing the aflidavits of over three hundred of the most respecta- 
ble citizens of Kern County, California, relative to what is known as 
the desert-land bill. Serious charges have been made against mem- 
bers of the California delegation in this House and members of the 
Committee on Public Lands of the last House, and I ask that this 
memorial be received and referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
in justification of the action of the California delegation on that meas- 
ure. The document contains also the statements of General B. S. 
Alexander and Colonel J. H. Mendell, of the United States Army, and 
Professor George Davidson. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Is it asked that this memorial 
shall be printed in the RECORD ? 

Mr. L RELL. No; only that it be received and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

There being no objection, the document was received and referred 
to the C ttee on Public Lands. 


WILLIAM ABENDROTH. 


Mr. O'NEILL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1778) granting a pension to William Abendroth; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House now take a recess until half 
past ten o’clock, 3 , 

The motion was Sarona to; and accordingly (at ten o’clock and five 
minutes a. m.) the House took a recess until ten o’clock and thirty 
minutes a. m. 

AFTER RECESS. 


The recess having expired, the House resumed its session, 
Mr. WOOD. I move that the House take a further recess until fif- 
teen minutes before eleven o’clock. 
The motion of Mr. Woop was to; and the House according- 
ly took a further recess till fifteen minutes before eleven o’clock. 
The recess having expired, the House resumed its session. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had adopted a resolution, in which the con- 
currence of the House was requested, expressing the jadgiuent of the 
two Houses as to the legal expiration of the present session. 

The message further announced that the Senate had adopted, with 
an amendmentin which the concurrence of the House was requested, 
the resolution of the House in regard to the final adjournment of the 
present session. 

FINAL ADJOURNMENT, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following resolution of 
tho Senate: 

In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
December 


3, 1877. 
Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That it is the 
judgment of the two Houses that the present session of Congress expires by opera- 
— law at twelve o clock m. this a d 
Mr. WOOD. I move that the House concur in this resolution. 


The resolution was concurred in. 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair also lays before the House a resolution 
of the House in regard to final adjournment, with an amendment of 
the Senate. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


DECEMBER I, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 1, 1877. 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives be, and they are 2 directed to adjourn their 
respective Houses without day at three o'clock p. m. day. 
The amendment of the Senate was read, as follows: 


Strike out the words “three o'clock p. m. thia 2 and insert “eleven o'clock 
and fifty minutes a. m. Monday the 3d of December instant.” 


The SPEAKER. The question is on concurring in the amendment 
of the Senate. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to inquire whether, according to the 
records of the two Houses, this is not the legislative day of Satur- 


day? 

Ar. WOOD. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Then will not the language of this resolution 
produce some complication by ee for adjourning upon Monday, 
when according to our Journals we are sitting as of Saturday ? 

Mr. WOOD. There is no incongruity. Doubtless as a legislative 
day this is Saturday—— 

Mr. PATTERSON. I submit that we have just adopted a concur- 
rent resolution from the Senate declaring that this session will ter- 
minate at twelve o’clock noon to-day. It seems to me we have by that 
action already agreed to the time of final adjournment. 

The SPEAKE That has no relation to this resolution whatever. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House concur in the amendment of 
the Senate. 

The SPEAKER, On Saturday the Senate adjourned, while this 
House took a recess until ten o’clock this morning. The Senato 
seens to haye a distinction between what is termed a legislative day 
and a calendar day. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I think that in order to keep our own records 
right it may be necessary for the House to pass a resolution fixing an 
hour of meeting for Monday—say 11:45 a. m.—and then have an 
adjournment of Saturday’s session. When we meet the Journal of 
Saturday, if prepared, might be read; but at any rate our session 
would be legislatively thut of Monday. It seems to me that some- 
thing of this kind is advisable in order to keep our Journal right. 

Mr. WOOD. Ido not see the difficulty which suggests itself to my 
friend from Ohio. Undoubtedly this is a continuation of the session 
of Saturday as a legislative day; but it is entirely competent for the 
House, either upon the legislative day of Saturday or upon the cal- 
endar day of Monday, if you please, to concur in the amendment of 
the Senate fixing eleven o'clock and fifty minutes to-day as the hour 
for the final adjournment of the two Houses. 

The SPEAKER. There is no difficulty as to keeping the Journal. 
Gentlemen who were members of the last Congress will recollect that 
at the last session the Journal of the legislative day was continued 
for some time withont reference to the expiration of the calendar day. 

Mr. GARFIELD. There is, at any rate, this disadvantage: that, 
if we have a final adjournment without beginning the legislative day 
of Monday, the Journal of Saturday cannot be read for correction. 
I do not know that there is any objection at all to the adoption of the 
resolution as amended by the Senate. 

Mr. WOOD. After the adoption of this amendment by the House, 
then, if the gentleman chooses, he can move to adjourn Saturday’s 
session, which will be legitimate. I now move concurrence in the 
amendment of the Senate. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendment 
was concurred in; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRODUCERS OF TOBACCO. 


Mr. DIBRELL. I move to suspend the rules and pass a bill to 
authorize the producers of tobacco to sell $100 of the same without 
paying any tax. 

The bill, which was read, poena that from and after the passage 
of this act the producers of tobacco may sell of their own produc- 
tion tobacco in any manner or quantity, to the valne of $100, without 

aying any tax on the same whatever, and all laws and parts of laws 
in conflict with this act are repealed. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I hope the gentleman will let that be referred 
to the committee which has charge of the subject. 

Mr. DWIGHT. I hope the bill will be read again. 

The bill was again read. , 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to suggest to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee that subject is now being considered by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Iask the gentleman to modify his proposition 
so as to introduce and refer the bill to that committee. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee declines, and in- 
sists on his motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

Mr. BEEBE. Is it competent to introduce that bill and ask sus- 
pension cf the rules, this being Saturday’s session 7 
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The SPEAKER. It is, as this is one of the last six days of the ses- 
sion, and the motion to suspend the rules is in order. 
1 ee Is this bill reported from the Committee of Ways and 
ans 
The SPEAKER. It is not. 
Mr. EDEN. I think it should be referred. 
The SPEAKER. It is introduced under a suspension of the rules 


for passage. 
Mr. DIBRELL demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 


96, nays 102, not voting 93; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken. Bell, Blackburn, Bland, Boone, Bragg, Buck- 
"iy. P. Caldwell, Calking, Chalmers, dona B. Clark, jr af 
Danford, David- 


ner, John W. Caldwell, W. P. Caldwell, Calk Chalmers, q. 
Missouri, Clymer, Cobb, Cook, Cravens, Crittenden. Culberson, 
son, Dibrell, Dickey, Darbam, Elam, John H. Evins, Felton, Forney, Franklin, 
Fuller, Garth, Gause, Giddings, Glover, Gunter, ay Harris, dge, Hart- 
zell, Hatcher, Hooker, House, Hw z Hunton, Sta tg Jones, 
Jorgensen, Kenna, Ketcham, Kimmel, Knapp. Knott, Ligon, Lockwood, Luttrell, 
Martin, McKenzie, Mills, Money, ollard, Pridemore, Quinn, Rardolph, 
Rea, ai ay Riddle, Robbins, Roberts, Robertson, Ross, Scales, Schleicher, Sex- 
ton, Shel! N Singleton, Slemons, e Southard, Sparks, Steele, 
Stephens, Thornbargh, Throckmorton, Ri W. Townshend, Turner, Turney, 
V. Van Vorhes, Veeder, Waddell, Warner, Whitthorne, Charles G. Williams, 
Jero N. Williams, Albert S. Willis, and Wilson—90. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bacon, Bagley, John H. Baker, William H. Baker rene 
Beebo, Bicknell, Bis Boyd, Brewer, Browne, Bundy, Barchard, Burdick, 
Cain, Camp, Campbell, Chittenden, Rush Clark, Cole, Conger, Covert, Jacob D, Cox, 
Cummings, Cutler, Horace Davis, Deering, Denison, Dunnell, Dwight, Eden, Eick- 
hott, Ellsworth, James L. Evans, Field, Foster, Frye, Gardner, Garfield, Hale, 
Hamilton, Hardenbergb, Benjamin W. Harris, Haskell, Hazelton, Hendeo, Hender- 
son, Abram S. Hewitt, Hiscock, Hubbell, Humphrey, John S. Jones, Joyce, Keight- 
ley, Lathrop, N Loring, Marsh, McCook, McGowan, McKinley, Monroe, 
Maller, Noreross, Oliver, O'Neill, 8 Pacheco, P: Patterson, Pbilli 
Potter, Pound, Price, Pugh, Rainey, Reed, 2 2 D. Rob ton S. Robin- 
son, Ryan, Say ler, enberger, Sinnickson, Herr Smith, Springer, Stenger, 


R. 5 
ttner, James 


Stewart, John W. Stone, Joseph C. Stone, Swann, Thompson, Tipton, Amos 
Townsend, Martin L Townsend. Ward, Watson, Welch, Michael D. White, Rich- 
ard Williams, Willits, and Wren—102. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ald: Atkins, Ballou, Banks, Ba: Benedict, Blair, 


Bliss, Blount, Bouck, Brentano, Brid cg re Butler, Cabell, Candler, Cannon, 
Carlisle, Caswell, Claflin, Alvah A. Clark, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, Collins, 
Samuel S. Cox, Crapo, Darrall, Joseph J. Davis, Douglas, Exmes, Elis, Errett, 
I. Newton E Ewing, Finley, Fort, Freeman, Gibson, Goode, Hann 
John T. 5 Hart, Hayes, Henkle, Henry, Herbert, Gol 
Hewitt, Hunter, James, Frank Jones, Keifer, Kelley, Killinger, Landers, Lap- 
ham, Leonard, Lynde, Mackey, Maish, Kennist Mayham, McMahon, Metcalf 
Mitchell, Morrison; Morse, Muldrow, Neal, Ped DAES Powers, Reilly, Ameri- 
cus V. Rico, William W. Rice, Sampson, Sapp, S s, Starin, Strait, Tucker, Wait, 
Walker, Walsh, Harry yale phous Wiliams, Andrew Williams, James 
Williams, Benjamin A. Willis, Wood, Wright, Yeates, and Young—893. 

Daring the roll-call 

Mr. LIGON stated that the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. HARRISON, 
was paired with Mr. Sapp, of Iowa, on all questions. 

Mr. GARTH stated that his colleague, 
was still absent on account of sickness. 

Mr. MONEY stated that Mr. YounG, who was still absent on ac- 
count of sickness, if present, would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. DICKEY stated that his colleague, Mr. FINLEY, was paired 
with Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts, on all questions. 

Mr. SCALES stated that his colleague, Mr. Davis, was absent by 
leave of the House. 

Mr. HOUSE stated that his colleague, Mr. ATKINS, was still de- 
tained from the House by sickness, and that his colleague, Mr. 
BRIGHT, was absent by leave of the House. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE stated that he was paired with Mr. Crapo on 
all political questions, and not considering this one of them he had 
voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, stated that his colleague, Mr. HERBERT, 
was absent on account of sickness. 

Mr. HOOKER stated that Mr. Cox, of New York, was detained from 
the House by illness. 

Mr. STEELE stated that his colleague, Mr. YEATES, was detained 
from the House by illness. 

Mr. DIBRELL moved to dispense with the reading of the names. 

Mr. BURCHARD objected. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, stated that Mr. McManon was paired 
with his colleague, Mr. Keme on all political questions. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I move that the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide 
for deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and 
for other purposes, with amendments by the Senate, be taken from 
the Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
I also move that the bill and amendments be printed, and that the 
amendments be numbered. It will be remembered that in the case 
of the Army appropriation bill for the want of this precaution a good 
deal of confusion ensued. 

The SPEAKER. That should always be done. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
and amendments were referred to the Committee on Appropriations 


r. Hewitt, of Alabama, 


and ordered to be printed; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 


consider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROTECTION OF TEXAS BORDERS. 


Mr. THROCKMORTON. I-move that the rules be suspended and 
the following resolution be adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into 
the ex ency of mustcring into the service of the United States two regiments of 
Texas Mounted Rangers to be used for tho protection of the Mexican and Indian 
borders of the State of Texas, to bo continued in the service of the United States 
sọ long as the President may deem the service of such ents m 
adequate 3 of tho frontiers of that State; said regiments to 
strength the strongest 8 nts of tho United States Army and to bo 
under the direction and control of the officers of the Army in command of the mil- 
itary district and department of Texas; the committee to report by bill or other- 


Mr. GARFIELD. Is that resolution for reference or action? 

The SPEAKER. The motion is tosuspend the rules and adopt the 
resolution. 

Mr. CONGER. Let the resolution be reported again. 

The resolution was again read. 

The question being taken, the Speaker announced that the “ noes” 
appeared to have it. 

r. THROCKMORTON called for a division. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. If the gentleman from Texas will allow me, I 
desire to make a suggestion. 

The SPEAKER. bate is not in order. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Except by unanimous consent, which I ask, to 
make the suggestion that if the gentleman would insert a proviso for 
a reduction of the regular Army to this extent I think there would 
be no objection to the resolution. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. It is merely a resolution of inquiry. 

The House divided, and there were—ayes 67, noes 97. 

So (two-thirds not having voted in the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended. 


USE OF THE ARMY IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 


Mr. KNAPP. I move that the rules be suspended and the follow- 
ing resolution adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States, by refusing the use of the 
Army in support of pretended governments in the States of South Carolina and 
Louisiana, and thereby according to their 8 the right of local self-government 
in accordance with the Constitution, has faithfully performed his duty in that be- 
aas fania thereby justly entitled to the respect and confidence of the 
peop! 

Several members called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and ig, were ordered. 
Mr. CONGER. Pending that question, I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. That is in order. 

Mr. CONGER. And on that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. POTTER. Let the resolution be reported again. 

The resolution was again 

Mr. GARFIELD. 1 hope we will not have any dilatory motions, 
but vote that down. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CONGER. Iwill modify my motion, and move that the House 
take a recess, if that motion is in order. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to move to take a recess pend- 
* motion to suspend the rules. 

. CONGER. Then I adhere to my motion that the House do now 
adjourn, and on that I demand the yeas and nays, 
r. DENISON. I move that when the House adjourn it be to meet 
at five minutes before twelve o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 

Several members called for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Michi [Mr. CONGER] that the House do now adjourn, 

Mr. P LIPS. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. I 
understand that by a concurrent resolution the House adjourns to-day 
at half past eleven o'clock; am I correct ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not correct. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CONGER. I ask for the yeas and nays on my motion. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I move that the gentleman have the opportu- 
nity of dodging this vote, as that seems to be his object. [Laughter.] 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yea 1, nays 197, not 
voting 93; as follows: i 

YEA—Mr. Marsh—1. 

NAYS—Messrs, Aiken, Bacon, Bagley, John H. Baker, William H. Baker, Ban- 
ning, Beebe, Bell, Bicknell, Bisbee, Blackburn, Blount, Boone, ne by Bragg, Brower, 
B Brogden, Browne, Bundy, 5 Burdick, John W. Caldwell, W. P. 
Caldwell, Calkins, Camp, Campbell, Chittenden, John B. Clark, jr., of Missouri, 
Rush Clark, Clymer, Cobb, Cole, Conger, Cook, Covert, Jacob D. Cox. Cravens, Cum: 
mings, Cutler, ‘ord, Davidson, Horace Davis, Deering, Denison, Dibrell, Dickey, 
Dunnell, Durham, Dwight, Eden, Eickhoff, Elam, Elisworth, Errett, James L. 
Evans, John H. Evins, wing, Felton, Field, Forney, Foster, Franklin, Frye, Ful- 
ler, Gardner, Garfield, Garth, Gause, Gibson, Giddings, Glover, Goode, Gunter, 
Hamilton, Hardenbergh, Benjamin W. Harris, Henry R Harris, Hartrid Hart- 
zell, Haskell, Hatcher, Hazelton, Hendee, Henderson, Henkle, Herbert, Abram 8. 
Hewitt, House, Hubbell, Humphrey, Hungerford, Hunter, Hunton, Ittner, James 
Taylor Jones, John S. Jones, Jorgensen, Joyce, Keizhtley, Ketcham, Knapp, Knott, 
Lathrop, indsey, Lockwood. Luttrell, Maish, Tne Martin MieCook 
McGowan, McKenzie, McKinley, Mills, Money, Morgan, Morrison, Muldrow, Mul- 
ler, Norcross, Oliver, O'Neill, Oyerton, Page, Patterson, Phillips, Pollard, Potter, 
Pound, Price, Pridemore, Pugh, Quinn, Rainey, Randolph, Rea, an, Reed, Rid- 
dle, Robbins, Roberts, Robertson, George D. Robinson, Milton S. Robinson, Ross, 
Ryan, Sayler, Scales, Schleicher, Sexton, r, Shelley, Singleton, Sin- 
nickson, Slemons, A. Herr Smith, William nger, 


Shallenberge: 
E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, 
Steele, Stenger, Stephens, Stewart, John W. Stone, Joscph C. Stone, Swann, Thomp- 
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son, Thornburgh, Throckmorton, Tipton, Townsend, 
Richard W. Townshend, Tucker, Turner, Vance, Van 8 Waddell, 


Amos Townsend, Martin I. 


Walker, Ward, Warner Watson, Welch, Michacl D. White. Whitthorne, Alphens 
S. Williams, Charles G. Williams, Jere N. Williams, Albert S. Willis, Willits, Wil- 
son, Wood, and Wren—197. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Aldrich, Atkins, Ballou, Banks, Bayne, Benedict, Blair, 
Bland. Bliss, Bouck, Brentano, Bridges, Bright, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Cain, Cand- 
ler, Cannon, Carlisle, Caswell, Chalmers, Claflin, Alvah A. Clark, John B. Clarke of 
Kentucky, Collins. uel S. Cox, Crapo, Crittenden, Culberson, Darrall, Joseph 

J. Davis, glas, Eames, Ellis, I. Newton Evans, Finley, Fort, Freeman, ©, 
Hanna, Harmer, John T. Harris, Harrison, Hart. Hayes, Henry, Goldsmith W. How- 
itt, Hiscock, Hooker, James, Frank Jones, Keifer, Kelley, Kenna, Killinger, Kim- 
mel, Landers, Lapham, Leonard, Loring. Lynde, Mackey, Mayham, McMahon, 
Metcalfe, Mitchell, Monroe, Morse, Neal, Pacheco, Peddie, Phelps, Powers, Reilly, 
Americus V. Rice, William W. Rice, Cs — Sapp, Smalls, Starin. Strait, Turney, 
Wait, Walsh, Harry White, Andrew Williams, James Williams, Richard Williams, 
Benjamin A. Willis, Wright, Yeates, and Young—93. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


During the roll-call a message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, 
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had appointed Mr. ED- 
MUNDS and Mr. MERRIMON a committee on the part of the Senate 
to join such committee as 1 5 be appointed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives to wait upon the President of the United States and 
inform him that, unless he had some further communication to make, 
the two Houses of Congress, having concluded their business, were 
ready to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask unanimous consent to take 
up this resolution for present action. 

No objection was made, and the resolution of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 

` In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
December 3, 1877. 


Resolved, That a committees of two members be appointed to join sach committee 
as my be appointed by the House of Representatives, to wait upon the President 
of the United States and inform him that, unless he may have some further com- 
munication to make, the two Houses of Congress, having tinished the business 
before them, are ready to adjourn. 

That Mr. Eowunvs and Mr. MERRIMON be said committee. 


Mr. WOOD. I move that the House concur in the resolution of the 
Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Woop, Mr. SPRINGER, and Mr. HALE 
the committee on the part of the House. 


ADJOURNMENT, 


During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. BLAND. I desire to state that I am paired with Mr. CLAFLIN, 
of Massachusetts. If he were present, I should vote “ no.” 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee. I desire to say that my colleague, 
Mr. YOUNG, is confined to his room by reason of sickness. 

Mr. CARLISLE, I am paired with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. 
POWERS. If he were present, he would vote “ay” and I should vote 
“no. 

Mr. SCALES. My 9 Mr. Davis, is absent by leave of the 
House, and is paired with Mr Warp. If present, Mr. Davis would 
vote “no.” Mr. YEATES is absent by reason of indisposition. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I desire to state that I am paired with Mr. 
MITCHELL., I presume that if he were present he would vote “no,” 
and I should vote the same way, 

Mr. THOMPSON. I would state that on all political questions I 
am paired with my colleague, Mr. WRIGHT, and, not understanding 
this to be a political question, I have voted “‘no;” and I have no 
doubt that he would have done so too, had he been present. 

ha CALKINS. Imove that the reading of the names be dispensed 
with. 

Several members objected. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the names and read down to the 
name of Mr. LUTTRELL. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks unanimons consent to interrupt 
the roll- call to receive a report from the committee appointed to wait 
upon the President of the United States, 

The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. WOOD. The committee appointed on the part of the House, 
acting in conjunction with the committee on the part of the Senate, 
awaited upon the President of the United States, and he has no fur- 
ther communication to make to us. ; 

The SPEAKER, By concurrent resolution of the two Houses the 
time was fixed at eleven o'clock and fifty minutes a. m. upon this day 


(Monday, December 3, 1877) for the final adjournment of this session; 


and in obedience to that resolution I now declare that the first an 
extra session of the Forty-fifth Congress stands adjourned without 
day. 


PETITIONS, ETC, 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of George Wright 
& Sons, and other citizens of Kentucky, for the amendment of the 
revenue laws so as to allow distillers to bond their whisky for three 
years and to reduce the tax on distilled spirits of every kind to fifty 
cents a gallou—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CHALMERS: Resolutions of the mayor and aldermen of 


. Mississippi, that aid be granted to the Texas and Pacific 
Railroad Company—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

Also, resolutions of the same body asking the use of a dredge-boat 
in the Sunflower and Yazoo Rivers—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the same body, asking for the building of a 
custom-house and post-office in Vicksburgh, Mississippi—to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. GUNTER: Papers relating to the claim of Cane Hill Col- 
lege and Presbyterian church, Arkansas, for compensation for col- 
lege building destroyed by the United States Army—to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

By Mr. HOUSE: The petition of Adam Woolf, surveyor and col- 
lector of the port of Nashville, Tennessee, for an increase of his sal- 
ary—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, resolutions of the Clarksville (Tennessee) Tobacco Board of 
Trade, 3 an appropriation for the improvement of the Cumber- 
land and Red Rivers—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. JONES, of Ohio: The petition of F. W. Morrison and others, 
for a change of the pension laws—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. LORING: Papers relating to the claim of the heirs of Nich- 
olas and Mark Antoine Fonguet—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. POUND: The petition of citizens of Amherst, Wisconsin, 
for the repeal of the bankrupt law—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Martha Straw bet, for a pension 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of Jacob H. Stark, 
for pay for services as an officer in the United States Army—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: Memorial of citizens of Oregon, 
for an extension of time to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company; 
for the repeal of the branch-land grant, and in lieu thereof applying 
an equal amount of land to the line of the Portland and Sale Lake 
Road, between Columbia River and Salt Lake, and for a joint road 
from the junction of said roads through Cascade Mountains to Port- 
re ayd for protection to settlers—to the Committee on the Pacific 

ilroad. 

By Mr. WILSON: The petitions of John W. Ramsbury and Mar- 
garet M. Russell, for pay for property used by the United States—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route from 
Harrisville to Glenville, West Virginia—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


IN SENATE. 


MONDAY, December 3, 1877. 
The Senate met at ten o’clock a. m. 
THE JOURNAL. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the Journal of 
the proceedings of the session of the Senate on Saturday last. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask that the reading of the Journal this morn- 
be dispensed with. 
e VICE-PRESIDENT. To which the Chair hears no objection, 
and the reading of the Journal is dispensed with. 
EXPIRATION OF THE SESSION. 
Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following resolution, which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring.) That it ia the 


judgment of the two Houses that the present session of Congress expires by opera- 
r law at twelve o'clock — — day. 1 * 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the House of 
Representatives providing for the final adjournment of the present 
session of Congress; and having been amended on the motion of Mr. 
ConkKLING, by striking out“ three o’clock p. m. this day” and in lieu 
thereof inserting “eleven o'clock and fifty minutes a. m. Monday, the 
3d of December, instant,” the resolution, as amended, was agreed to; 
as follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives be, and they are hereby, directed to adjourn their 
respective Houses without day, at eleven o'clock and fifty minutes a. m., Monday, 
the 3d of December, instant. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 

During the executive session, a message was received from the 
House of Representatives by Mr. GEORGE M. Apams, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had concurred in the resolution of the Sen- 
ate that it is the ormens of the two Houses that the present session 
45 Congress expires by operation of law at twelve o’clock m., this 

ay. 

The message further announced that the House had concurred in 


in 


1877. 
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the amendment of the Senate to the concurrent resolution of the 
House relative to the final adjournment of Congress. 

The m also announced that the House had passed a bill (H. 
R. No. 287) to change the name of the port of entry of the district of 
Téche, in Lonisiana, from Brashear to Morgan City; in which it re- 
quested the concurrence of the Senate. 

COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. EDMUNDS (during the executive session) submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution ; which was consi by unanimous consent, and 
to . 


Resolved, That a committee of two members be appointed to join such committee 
as may be red 7 by the House of Representatives to wait upon the President 
of the United States, and inform him that, unless he may have some farther com- 
munication to make, the two Houses of Congress having finished the business be- 
fore them are ready to adjourn. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed as members of the committee 
Mr. EDMUNDS and Mr. MERRIMON. 
A message was subsequently received from the House of Representa- 
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tives announcing that it had appointed Mr. FERNANDO Woop of 
New York, Mr. W. M. SPRINGER of Illinois, and Mr. EUGENE HALE of 
Maine, as the committee on its part. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


After one hour and forty minutes spent in executive session the 
doors were reopened. 

CLOSE OF THE SESSION. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, from the committee a pointed to wait on the Presi- 
dent of the United States and inform him that, unless he may have 
some further communication to make, the two Houses of Con 
having finished the business before them are ready to adjourn with- 
out day, reported that they had performed the duty assigned them, 
and that the President had replied that he had no further communi- 
cation to make to Con at the present session. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Senators, the hour fixed by the concur- 
rent resolution of the two Houses for the final adjournment of this 
session having arrived, I declare the Senate adjourned without day. 


APPENDIX. 
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Repeal of the Resumption Act. 
SPEECH OF HON. C. C. ELLSWORTH, 
OF MICHIGAN, 


In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday, November 16, 1877, 
On tho bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
for the resumption of specie payments.” 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a few general 
remarks upon the bill before the Honse. I am aware thatit has been 
already ably discussed, and I do not desire to enter into an elaborate 
argument against the measure, as I am unpre for such an effort, 
having given no particular thought or study to the financial ques- 
tions now salting the public mind and before us for consideration ; 
but I do wish to give a reason for the hope that is in me on this sub- 
ject, and feel it would be a privilege to state my views and give the 
reasons which will control and govern my vote. 

I do not believe in hasty and ill-considered legislation; our coun- 
try has already been sufficicntly cursed with that sort of action in 
the American Congress, And in my humble judgment the act which 
is sought to be repealed by this bill, is one of the evidences of the 
destructive character of such legislation; and the silver bill which 
has just been put t h this House under the spur and is in 
my judgment another. Can any gentleman on this floor tell me the 
necessity or the 8 of rushing an important bill like the silver 
remonetization bill through Congress without according even the 
poor privilege to a member who had been necessarily defained from 
the House, when the same was read from the Clerk’s desk, of hear- 
ne ae nae read before he was called to support or oppose the same 

y his vote 

Is that the way to legislate for a great nation; for forty-five mill- 
ions of freemen? Is that the way to treat the Representative of one 
hundred and thousands of the e sett andy On the con- 
trary, is not such haste and such wild enth m a disgrace to the 
American character? Can we hardly believe now, with only a few 
days intervening, that we did such a hasty and ill-considered thing? 
And yet it was done right here, and by honorable members of Con- 
ps And, sir, I venture to sound a halt upon such legislation. 

‘here can be no real interests of the nation, of any er or section of 
the nation, that can or should demand such action 

Now, sir, I voted for that bill, and yet I should have been pleased 
to have seen it amended slightly; but the poor boon of offering an 
amendment was denied me, and so I was compelled to vote for a bill 
some of the provisions of which I did not deem best for the country 


or to Spee a measure the people are clamoring for. That bill is nearly 
related to the one now under consideration in some of its effects upon 
the country. 


And now, sir, I come to my first question, which I desire to have 
answered by the advocates of these two measures; for I am not mis- 
taken, I think, when 1 claim that the same tlemen who champion 
the one are the champions of the other in the main. What will the 
remonetization of silver do for the country? What tendency will it 
have to set the wheels of industry inmotion? Will it relieve the dis- 
tress in the country? Will it give see an to the hundreds of 
thousands of idle men now seeking work ill itdissipatethe swarms 
of tramps now roaming over the preven! seeking bread? 

I answer most emphatically, no, sir. It will dono such thing; itis 
a myth, and nothing but a myth, so far as any real practical good it 
will bring the suffering classes in our land. It will enrich a few; it will 
make a few millionaires, but the poor man it cannot aid. Men who are 
interested in silver mines will be blessed by that bill if it becomes a 
law—and I pray it may pass the Senate when properly amended, and 
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that the President will not refuse to give it his sanction—and a few 
banking houses will gather their thousands and hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars, and then the history is all written, sir. And yet, I 
say, the people are clamoring for that measure; they have been made 
to believe by 83 honorable men they are all honorable men 


that all the ills that the people are now suffering will be removed 
on that question being settled in favor of the remonetization of sil- 
ver. They can only be undeceived by experience, by witnessing the 
practical workings of that law; and I say let them have the experi- 
ence, and say so and vote so for the reason that the measure cannot 
be very greatly injurious when amended as it will be. But here 
comes before us for consideration a question in the same direction, 
but one that is to have a vastly larger effect upon the country if it 
becomes a law. 

And I bespeak for it a calm and candid hearing and a dispassionate 
consideration. It has become so customary for honorable members 
of Congress in the discussion of almost any question that arises here 
to wax warm in the advocacy of the same, and as the heat of the de- 
bate increases to shake the head at each other on the opposite sides 
of the floor, and raise the voice and indicate hostility. This is unbe- 
coming a great people. I beg pardon for the words I use, but it does 
seem to me necessary. 

I say I k for this bill a free, full, and fraternal discussion of 
its merits and demerits. Let the old-time subject of the North and 
the South drop out of this debate at least, and let us stand here as 
brothers, the chosen Representatives of a great people, whom to be 
permitted to speak for herein this grand presence is an honor for 
any man to be proud of. Then I say, sir, let us fling away political 
ambition for this one bill at least, and “let all the ends we aim at,” 
as Shakspeare said, “ be our country’s, our God's, and truth's.“ We 
talk here abont an era of peace, an era of feeling; shall it come ? 
Will we bring that happy time, that glad hour to our country? The 
beams of hallowed light must radiate from this very Hall if we see 
such a glorious consummation. 

We need here, sir, more than leaders; more than political gladia- 
tors and t political orations and overwhelming debate; more 
than the eloquent tones of the most polished rhetorician; more than 
the profound reasoning of the test logicians; more than all the 
enthusiasm of the powerful political declaimer; more than all these, 
and more than all else that conld be added to the catalogne, do we 
need here, sir, and now the friendship, that is born of -will, 
Ah, 2 sir; we need more than all else that the sweet dove of 
peace s ould spread her white wings over us and brood us into a 
spirit of fraternal affection. We need to become one great family, 
feeling the sensations of brotherly love moving through all our 
veins as the very life-blood of the household. I say, if we have 
this blessed era to come and stay with us it must go out from here— 
the influence must. Here the people are gathered by their legally 
delegated agents, and the influence that shall go out from here, 
going as it ought, will work wonders in our land—wonders in our 

d. And is it not time we learned to respect each other? The 
sooner we learn this the better. We are doubtless destined to live 
together, and, I trust, desire to do so, and become the greatest, the 
e ager and the freest. nation on the globe. And if we are to live 
in the same family and feast at the same table and sing the same 
songs, can we not rise above party influence and sectional discord 
and do the very best thing for the whole people? Otherwise we are 
unworthy of the places we now occupy, and should step down avd 
out and let others come into our p who are imbued with a 
nobler manhood and a purer patriotism. 

I say with all my heart, Cease to war. The war is the battle- 
fields are lost in the onward march of prosperity, and the graves of 
our dead of North and Sonth are shrines where we go to worship and 
to weep. Let the memories, so sad and sweet, of the silent heroes, 
those great armies of our common country, we love, who sleep tho 
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sleep that knows no waking, still us on this floor, Let them come 
and speak to us with their spirit voices and silence the discordant 
notes and bring in the delicious music of love where all shall be har- 
mony and I pray for such a spirit to come upon all my hon- 
orable brethren who on this question, and upon all others. 

I come, then, to the consideration of this bill in the sort of general 
remarks I shall make, with no great spirit of worldly wisdom, and 
knowing well that wisdom will not die with me nor with any of us. 
2 55 man think of himself here, as Byron sang of the Coliseum 
an me: 


While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand; 
When falls the Colise Rome shall fall; 
And when Romo falls—the world. 


Not by any means. There never has been but one man who knew 
all things and all knowledge, and he was crucified. 

Then, after all this digressional course, to the question directly 
before us. 

What 4 or ses = it gta a 1 805 do oe us? Will ae 

ive to the people a ter day ill it enhance the prosperity o 
t eee h Wil it tring comfort and plenty to the homes now 
stricken with the plague of abject poverty? Will it rekindle the 
fires in the cold forges? Will it set in motion the silent spindles and 
set to whirling the wheels now still and rotting? Will it rebuild 
and re-establish our lost position upon the seas? Will it give life 
and health and vigor to our a industries, and, thereby, bread 
to ten thousand homes where the wb of hunger comes ont into the 
night air? Will it clothe the naked and half-clad children of the 

rman, and send joy and comfort and peace and bliss into his 
esolate and wretched home? If so, I want to vote for it by all 
means. I am looking for light and truth wherewith to guide my 
action in this matter, as I hope to do ever upon the consideration of 
any and all questions in this honorable body. 

And now I answer according to the light I have, as follows: 

The simple repeal of the resumption act will not relieve our people. 
The cry of distress will still ring on, the poor will be idle, and their 
families suffering, and the aaa tramps that infest our land will 
still move on, the terror of the people and the ruin of themselves and 
their offspring. And the very thought of the plague as it now exists 
aos reads is fearful to contemplate and makes thoughtful men 

udder, 

I answer, the only action the Government can take that will in any 
considerable . give new life and buoyancy to the great indus- 
trial interests of the country, and thereby aff relief to the suffer- 
ing by giving labor to the hundreds of thousands of men who stand 
to-day in the irene pane looking and begging for work, is for the 
Government to make liberal appropriations for the public buildings 
and works of many kinds that the nation needs and must very soon 
have, and to engage in a system of internal improvements which 
will rapidly develop the wealth of resources in our great country 
which lie all untouched as yet. Such a course of action on the 
of this country coupled with a protective tariff of the strongest kind, 
shielding our young enterprises from the vast influence of the rich 
corporations of the Old World, and then we shall see such prosperity 
as we have not seen since the pall of the great panic settled down 


upon us. 
8 — 9 is it that the French nation has been able to pay off their great 
debt of over a billion of dollars to the German nation so speedily that 
it savored of the supernatural? How did she doit? By protecting 
her home industries by a tariff that was absolutely prohibitive in 
many of their interests and strictly protective in all things wherein she 
could be aided by protection, and by keeping the poor peopie at work 
by carrying on and encouraging large internal improvements. 
agree with the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania, I am 
not an economist—not in the strict or commonly accepted definition 
of that word—and I presume he would be understood thesame. Such 
an economy at such a time as this is absolute death to the poor man. 
Such an economy would starve our brave soldiers on the long, cold, 
and dangerous marches on the frontier. Such an economy would re- 
fuse to make sufficient appropriations to enable the Pension-Office to 
keep up with the proper work of that department of the Govern- 
ment, and thereby cause the yoriy disabled veteran of the Army, 
who fought our battles for us, to fail to receive his just dues from the 
nation for long and weary years of waiting and of grieving. Such an 
economy would discontinue the building of our public buildings, and 
thereby throw out of work and out of bread thousands of good men, 
and cause their families to suffer untold woes, when those very build- 
ings are required for the present and p tive business of the 
country. Such an economy would extinguish light-houses on the 
headlands of the oceans and along the dangerous places of our great 
inland seas, and refuse to build others where the vast commerce of 
the world and the nation absolutely need them for the safety of 
human Jife and the wealth of the land and world. Such economy 
would throw out over the land an army of desperate men, made so 
b me on oe ves 3 1 r vee ghia by 
under and by to be support e e in idlen 
Red tefl Shs Fal woe Aas ROA DODAS ok the Tas Te to, 
I want to say, Mr. Speaker, that there is a vast amount of fraud 
and deception or foolishness and humbuggery in this ruining cry of 
economy which was 3 all the changes in the late elec- 
tions and largely in the last presidential election, and which came 


near foundering the t republican craft; and really what might 
have been the result is difficult to determine if the democratic 
party had not come to the rescue and forced upon us the electoral 
commission. 

And now what do we see? Why, sir, we see the democratic party, 
the old bullion party, the old Jeffersonian, Jacksonian democratic 
party—that was in the better days of that once grand old party— 
clamoring for paper money now and for expansion of the currency. 
Shades of Jackson! Memories of Jefferson! Clamoring for an 
almost unlimited amount of greenbacks, and the same to be made 
a legal-tender for all debts and dues, both individual and national. 

When only a few years since the great democratic leaders, when we 
were in the midst of that little unpleasantness with our friends South, 
were proclaiming from this floor in thunder tones, and from the floor 
of the other Honse, to the nations and the world that we had no con- 
stitutional power to make money and make the same a legal- 
tender, even then, when the nation was in the very struggle for life, 
gasping for breath, it was held by that party on this floor that we 

no such power, not even as a necessity for the prosecution of the 
war and for the salvation of the Republic of our fathers; and the 
Supreme Court of this nation, on a case being taken before it upon 
that law, sustained the opinion of the democratic leaders here; and 
afterward, when the same court was differently constituted, it held 
the same, there then being a republican majority upon the bench, 
save in case of war and as a necessary war measure for the protec- 
tion of the life of the nation. Then, if all this be true, and if the 
other side of the House-will admit it all to be true, then, sir, what 

ible good can come from an additional issue of paper money, as 
the highest judicial tribunal in the land would most surely hold the 
same to be unconstitutional and therefore void. 

But suppose the Government should issue a billion dollars in legal- 
tenders and we should authorize the issue, and suppose we had the 
full constitutional authority to do so; and then suppose the Govern- 
ment practiced the same kind of economy they are now indulging in, 
to the unparalleled woe of the mechanic and the poor man, who 
depend upon their daily toil for their support and for the food and 
peat, of their families; and sap it should indulge in the 
absurd folly of free trade, and our industries should be overwhelmed 
with foreign competition and our skilled workmen and common 
laborers could get no employment, as they surely could not ina lar 
majority of cases, what I ask, would your legal-tenders do 
them? They could not get them. I-tenders and greenbacks 
have to be purchased; they are not donated by any bel pease I 
therefore declare that this country might adopt.the inflation theory 
if it had the power, and be of no use or benefit to the people what- 
ever if that theory was antagonized by free trade and unwholesome 
and nig, ly economy. Iunderstand that the word “economy,” asa 
political catchword, is wondrously popular with the masses of our 
23 And of course it is well, and is national wisdom, as it is in- 

ividual wisdom, where properly and justly practiced; but economy 
may become an iron rule that dwarfs and belittles and ruins a nation 
as well as it may an individual. 

But we are told eee eee the day fixed for 
the resumption of specie payment for the reason that there is not 
money sufficient for the demands of trade, and therefore the contrac- 
tion must cease. Now, if it is a fact that contraction is going on as 
rapidly as we are told it is, for one I am opposed to it. But let us see 
how this looks, to take another view of it. Is it true that there is 
not as large a quantity of paper currency and gold and silver in this 
country as there was even in 1873, when we were on the flood-tide of 
prosperity in the North and South alike? 

There have been about nine hundred millions of gold and silver 
produced, or rather obtained, from the gold and silver bearing lands 
of our country since 1864. Where is the honey to-day that vast 
amount of gold and silver produced? Willit be claimed by any man 
on this floor that it has not more than sont’ the place of the 
small amount of currency that has been reti in the mean time by 
the Secretary of the Treasury? But I only throw this out to get any 
light I may upon it. 

ut aside from this question of the precious metals obtained from 
our own lands, is there not more money in the country now than is in 
use by many millions? And I answer in the affirmative. Then please 
tellme why we really need more for our business, commercial and other- 
wise? Are there not millionsof money to-day lying idlein the vaults of 
the banks in our large cities,as New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, &c? How can it be obtained? Can the poor man out of em- 
ployment, with no visible means of payment, get a dollar to save his 
coal? Can the skilled artisan obtain the amount he demands for tho 
comfort of his family when out of work? Nay, verily, no man can 
get the money, however much there is in the vaults of the banks, unless 
e is able to buy it, 

One word as to the amendment offered by my colleague from Michi- 


n. 
66nd the Secretary of the Treasury, after redeeming the legal- 
tenders provided for in that pro amendment, re-issue them ? 
Would he bave the constitutional power? To my mind that isa 
very important inquiry. If he could or if I believed he could, I 
should vote for the amendment; but if he could not re-issue them 
Ishould be tly opposed to it, for in that event the Treasurer 
would be authorized to redeem, and then, after the redemption, they 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


would be so much dead paper and could never 


again enter into the 
circulation of the currency of the country, and that would result in 


a speedy contraction policy, which the country does not desire. And 
to my mind it is quite clear that the issue of legal-tenders being a 
war necessity and war measure based on that necessity, and only 
sustained xi the courts on that ground, when the nation has dem- 
onstrated the fact that that necessity is no longer upon it, grow- 
ing out of the war, by the very fact of being able to redeem these 
notes, it would have no authority to re-issue them, and any act in 
that direction would meet with the condemnation of the Supreme 
Court, to whose opinions and decisions we must all bow, whether we 
are pet to do so or not. 

Therefore, reasoning from my stand-point, I can expect no very good 
results to flow from the repeal of the resumption act. The great fact 
is before the American people, and settled, that we enjoy to-day the 
best currency this country has ever had. It is good everywhere, on 
land and sea, at home and abroad, all over this wide land, and on the 
islands of the sea. Every man rests easy with our paper money in 
his pocket and goes to sleep at night with perfect peace knowing 
the morning will not find him a ruined man in consequence of the 
failure of the national bank whose bills he holds, and such assur- 
ances are worth something to men. Then I would counsel caution 
and moderation and slow speed in overthrowing such a currency. 
Step slowly and carefully on this ground, for there are great national 
interests at stake, interests paramount to the success or failure of any 
political party, or of any political man or set of men. 

And why this wonderful haste and determination of honorable 
members on this floor to pass a bill 2 this House at this special 
session of Con when the regular and long session of the Forty- 
fifth Congress is to be upon us so very soon? Is it expected to carry 
this measure any further this session? J fancy no man thinks so; no 
man even ho 80. j 

Then why this inordinate haste? Why did this measure come in 
here and demand our attention while the brave soldiers on our border 
and in the wild woods of the far West who were fighting our battles 
and protectins the pioneer and his children from the inhuman cruelties 
of the red man must go unpaid and unprotected and uncared for? 
Why this strange haste? Can it be for political capital? Is it pos- 
sible that such is the object of honorable gentlemen of this House ? 
I hope not; I will try to believe not; and yet it looks so greatly 
like it that I do not know if I can succeed in my endeavor, 

But what a pitiable view that would be of statesmanship, would it 
not, my friends, if such actually were the case? Merely supposing 
a case of the kind, we can freely and fully, every one of us, condemn 
it in the Pies apd language we can possibly employ. We would say 
that a man who could do so is unworthy at least, to put it mildly, 
of a re-election to this body; but we will hope and trust such is not 
the case. I have myself a great deal of faith in men and in the good 
in men. Bat the question still recurs, why this inordinate haste? 

The light is breaking, the night is passing ; the clouds are rifted, 
and the star of hope is beaming through, and the light of day willsoon 
stream down upon us in all its beauty and its glory if we will only 
wait a little longer. The song of gladness is already heard in many 
homes for the light and jy a new prosperity is bringing. The Old 
World is pouring her millions into the lap of the young queen of the 
West. Trade is for once in favor of the American child, and the mother 
comes over the wide ocean and buysof her offspring; and this is pros- 
perity that cannot be denied or misunderstood. Yes, sir ; our financial 
night is waning, our financial morn is breaking, and we ought to be 
very careful how we disturb this coming g We ought to tread 
softly here, and be very sure we bring no sorrow to our land and 
home. Passion should be put away, and the storm of political strife 
should be hushed and silent here and now. 

Sectional differences and discords should find no place in all this 
conference, or in any conference I may say ; and can we not, ay, will 
we not, second the brave man at the other end of the Avenue in 
bringing peace and quiet into all our borders? Our friends over the 
way ring the changes upon the want and the distress in the country, 
and paint in truly gloomy colors the wasted fields and blasted hopes 
of the land of flowers, and so vividly they picture the desolation there 
that one would almost believe the home of chivalry and of beauty, 
where the orange blooms and the magnolia blossoms all the year, had 
become a land of gloom and fearful desolation, and that the resum: 
tion act and the demonetization of silver had been the cause, the sole 
cause of all this woe, and thatin the North—the great, rich, free North, 
with her broad rich prairies and great inland seas of erystal water, 
her ten thousand thousand farms, and her mighty cities and millions 
of happ; ple—was in a state of absolute starvation, and all the 
result of the wicked acts demonetizing silver and passing the resump- 
tion hey How wide this is of the mark; how far aside from the real 
trat 

Go North, my friends from the sunny South; visit the magnificent 
cities scattered all over that great section of onr common country, 
and you will find a busy, active, thrifty people, with millions of 
happy and peaceful homes, and the hum of busy life will make you 
wonder that anybody in all this land should have painted such uni- 
versal want and suffering there. Why, you would almost believe, if 
you knew nothing of the North except what comes in here from the 
eloquent inflation orators, that it was a land utterly cursed by the 
wicked bondholders and the bloody Shylocks ef the money order. 


But the truth will not draw the picture thus. It is a libel on the 
great rich North, with her industrious, thriving millions; and me- 
thinks it is also a libel on the South; and we are told and the coun- 
try is being taught by the eloquent advocates of unlimited pa 
money and depreciated silver that the fearful and destructive Bar: 
with which the country was so lately startled, as with the fire-bell at 
night, were all produced by the resumption act; that it is the legit- 
imate 833 of all this horrifying woe and indiscriminate destrue- 
tion of millions of- property and the disturbing of the world’s com- 
merce. 

But, sir, is it true? Is not this cry a delusion, sir? When before 
in the national history were the promises so cheering for the future 
as to-day? When before was the balance of trade in favor of this 
young Republic? We are now for the first time competing success- 
fully with the wealth of the money kingdoms of the world for the 

e of the world, and now, at this very hour, even when all this 
ery of desolation and ruin is ringing in our ears in this Hall, we are 
directing the trade and commerce of the nations. It is an easy mat- 
ter to find fault, an easy matter to make. objections, but not so eas 
always to be consistent while maing e The strikes resulte 
from the resumption act, did they ? ostrack and why did they 
strike? Let us look at this question for a moment. Our railroad men 
struck for higher w What were they receiving per day? The 
answer to that question will alone show the folly of the claim. They 
struck for higher wages, Isay. What were they getting? One dol- 
lar a day was the least, excepting possibly a few cases of an indi- 
vidual here and there, and a large part of them were getting far 
more. What were the poor laboring-men getting in prosperous 
France, which we are constantly pointed to here? From twenty to 
forty cents per day. Will any man proclaim in this presence that 
there can be anything like starvation in this land of abundance of 
everything when man obtains for his labor one dollar per day ? 

Any man who knows what it really costs to subsist men reasonably 
and well a day could not avoid a smile when told that men were 
actually starving when wey were e a dollara day. I declare 
it to be the most unreasonable thing le. With proper and rea- 
sonable economy there can be no real suffering for want of food or 
clothing, with a dollar a day to expend in that direction. Why, sir, 
it actually costs. only about fifteen cents per day to supply a good 
healthy man all he can eat—I mean the material of course—and this 
I can prove by witnesses now in this House; and then sound out the 
wrongs of the laboring-man here, and claim he has been crushed and 
starved into resorting to mob law to have redress upon the heartless 
and cruel corporations who were crushing and starving him, and 
thus insomuch invite such starved men to another strike; and, worse 
yet, oe in wildest enthusiasm on this floor that the Government 

as n crushing and robbing these men, who were starving on a 
dollar a day, by wicked and cruel class legislation in the interest of 
the money kings, and against the poor man. What is the natural 
tendency of such teaching? Where would it end if not arrested in 
some wa; 

In app ying the torch to the Capitol and the Government buildings, 
in ning the laboring populace, in bringing to life and being 
mob violence, destruction of property, and taking of innocent life, 
there is danger in such teaching. I would say to honorable mem- 
bers, there is danger in setting the whirlwind of passion in motion. 

But, my friends, there is another and better reason for the labor 
strikes. Let me point it out to you fora moment. Who caused the 
panid works to stop and the building of public buildings to ceaso ? 

ho by that means threw out of any pay whatever ten thousand 
men, and thereby cut off the daily supplies of about fifty thousand 
persons? What will you say to the laboring-men about that? How 
will you answer them when they bring that question home to you, I 
pray? Fifty thonsand idle and suffering population is really quite an 
item in the account, and, I repeat, who did it? It was done in the 
interest of reform—reform, forsooth—economy! Ah! there is econ- 
omy that tendeth to poverty and a liberality that maketh rich. 
(Proverbs 456, verse 1782.) Go and look it up and read the pre- 
ceding verses. 

That seriptnreis a and the economy 2 by the democratic 
party has brought its legitimate fruit. It is the true parent of the 
child or the true child of the parent, as you please. You tell us the 
country was on tho high wave of prosperity during the war and 
after, and that money was plenty. So it was! Would you like to see 
it plenty in the same way again ? 

The Government then was paying out money by the million to 
carry on a gigantic war. The 3 was aiding by the many 
million the building of the Union Pacific Railroad and then the 
Northern Pacific Railroad. 

Would you have flush ti mes again? Even without a war we can 
have it! Just let the Government lend its aid by the million to the 
building of the Texas Pacific Railroad and for the completion of the 
Northern Pacific road and in building the levees of the Mississippi 
and the improvement of the muddy vacillating Missouri, and another 
wave of excitement and business will sweep over this country that 
will astonish the world, and yet resumption can go right on; only the 
Government must be running into debt again. Then the r man 


will have work, and prices will range high again, but some time the; 
must come down, and some time men must learn to live within their 
means, and to do so they must practico economy. 


Extravagance is 
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the trouble with our people, rich and poor; we have ceased to live 
as our fathers lived. 

It is not resumption that ails the sick man, and inflation will never 
cure him. It may stimulate him and give an appearance of health for 
a day or a year, but the cure will not be eff and some time, as the 
venerable and eloquent gentleman from New York justly remarked 
yesterday, we must come down; we cannot remain in the air always; 
we must come down; and all this ‘lowing language from the eloquent 
lips of the gentleman from Geo will never be able to support this 
peoplé in the air. He may soar there and remain there for a season, 
as he did so beautifully and grandly on this floor—and it was a feast 
of nay ree pas he cannot support the country up there with him 
in his flights. The country must find solid ground upon which to 
stand some time. And when it is so near it as now, would it not be 
the wildest folly to soar away again, and then in a little time have to 
come down n and go through the same trying process of alight- 
ing, which we have absolutely accomplished now 

t would seem as though there could be no real difficulty in seeing 
just where we are and just where we shall be if by inflation we 
unsettle all the relations of business to the reasonable wants of the 
conntry and set all things afloat again, and so I repeat, be careful 
here, we are in danger just now, and it will be wisdom to let reason, 
not ion nor political ambition, rule the hour and lead us into 
follies from which we cannot escape without great loss and serious 
misfortunes to our country. Itis time we should pause and take our 


ings. 

But then herè comes in the fearful cry against the bondholder, the 
terrible bondholder. Why, sir, who is the bondholder who is so railed 
against on this floor? Who is he? He is the man who had faith in 
the of the Union, the streaming flag our fathers loved, when 
wicked men were tugging at the pillars of the temple of American 
freedom, and who trusted the beleaguered Nation when British priva- 
teersmen were sweeping our commerce from the seas, and the night 
was dark and d sir. 

Then it was Germany, God bless her, came to the help of the storm- 
driven bark of liberty, and brought us aid in the darkest hour of 
the niglit. Then it was, sir, they risked their gold upon the success 
of our arms. And shall we forget that kindness and attempt to repay 
their faith, their kindness, their material, and timely aid by payin 
our promises in depreciated paper, or, worse, depreciated silver? 
trust this nation is not so utterly rupt in honor and moral hon- 
esty yet, and that it never will be. God forbid it ever should. I 
voted for the silver bill only on the certain belief that there would 
be found in the Senate wisdom and honor enough to strike from it 
some of the most obnoxious provisions in it? Isay tohonorable mem- 
bers on this floor that this great nation, this grand young Republic, 

cannot afford to stamp on its young brow of beauty the word knave. 
It cannot afford to declare to the now admiring nations of the round 
world that it is bankrupt in honesty and proclaim itself a fraud and 
a delusion. 

The eloquent gentleman from Georgia tells this House that the 
arguments adduced on this floor by the opponens of this bill, sir, do 
not rise to a dignity worthy of contempt; flattering language, surely, 
for the honorable gentleman to employ towards his peers on this 


oor, 

But what will he say to the wisdom of the father of democracy, 
Thomas Jefferson? Did he know anything worth mentioning, in the 
opinion of the gentleman? He planned that immortal document, the 

agna Charta of our liberties, and he expressly provided in that 
instrument that Congress should have power to coin money. Did he 
mean by that, sir, that Congress should have power to coin paper 
money ? Who will venture an affirmative answer to that question ? 
And that instrument prohibited the States from ever coining money. 
Did Old Hickory, the hero of New Orleans, have any wisdom upon 
this subject, to advance in his day, that would rise to the dignity 
worthy of contempt ? 

How was it with Thomas H. Benton? Was he a man of pigmy 
intellect and his opinions unworthy of consideration? And even at 
a later day, where was the Little Giant of the West, the lamented 
Douglas, on this question of hard money? Go and read. Where was 
the petted leader of the democracy in this House when the great 
war burst upon us on this question—Vallandigham? Go and read. 
Where was Jones, of Pennsylvania, another leader, and George H. 
Pendleton and other distinguished democratic leaders of that day? 
Go and read. Where was ALLEN G. THURMAN, so little time since, on 
hard money? Go and read. Where was the little governor of the 
Empire State so lately standing on this question? Go and read. 
Where did all the members of the Supreme Court stand on this inter- 
esting subject so recently? Go and read. And gather all the knowl- 
edge attainable from such reading, and then tell me if it rises to the 
dignity worthy of your ee ; 

eof our purest patriots and ablest statesmen then had just returned 
from a trip around the world, and he was a close and careful observer 
of the kingdoms and republics where he traveled. He visited 
lovely and prosperous France, and roamed over her vine-clad hills 
andsatat will beneath hersunny skies. He went into the palace of the 
rich and the hovel of the poor. He visited classic Itala and wan- 
dered among her poor, and was feted by the rich in Rome, the mother 
of cities and ancient glory. And on he went, up among the hardy 
and liberty-loving Swiss in thcir mountain homes; into Germany, 


and chatted at pleasure with the try and sat down with kin 
pe ih te eee e 


in the roga palace of And on he went to distant 
China and through the Empire of the Sun, and returned to his lovely 
homein the little city of Auburn. And when his old, dear friends gath- 
ered about him to welcome him back to the place where he lived. his 
life of usefulness and endeared his poopie to him in ties that no time 
could sever, he said-to them “he found no country where the 


papis were so happy, so free, and so prosperous as in his own dear 
n 


Then I say this country was in its normal condition, and then where 
were values? Were they lower than ? 

What then were the wages of the common laborer? Less by far 
than to-day. Where then was the value of real estate, which we 
are told has been so reduced by the class legislation of the repub- 
lican party ? Who does not know it did not range nearly as high as it 
does to-day? 

But they tell us values have shrank and that we have lost millions 
upon millions by the shrinkage in the values of property, and that 
prices of nearly all kinds of property have depreci; since the flush 
speculative era of the wild expansion of money caused by the great 
rebellion. No one wilfdeny this; but was that the normal and healthy 
condition of the country, or was it the abnormal and diseased con- 
dition of the nation? It takes no time to answer that question. 

It needs only to compare values of the present time with the 
valnes in our country seventeen years ago before the wicked war of 
rebellion broke upon us to learn of the unhealthy and fevered con- 
dition of the land in 1865 and on to the panic of 1873; and we were 
in the glory of the democratic reign, and had been for nearly twenty 


years. 

What then was the price of wheat, of corn? Notnearly as much 
as to-day. What then was the price of cotton? Let my eloquent 
friend from Georgia, that fairly lifted this House with him into the 
clouds, tell us, and then we can see where we are drifting. 

Ii tell you that the wild but necessary inflation caused by war 
acted precisely upon the nation as the whip and spur and chirru 
does to the free and willing horse: forces him into an unnatural peike 
The gentleman from Georgia sald thal spread-oagle epeochee and 

entleman from rgia said that sp -eagle speeches an 
art, harangues could not and would not feed the poor and stop 
the gnawings of hunger; or words to that effect. 

I tell him his bird of liberty has been in the air too long already. 
She must light and rest her wearied pinions. Her wings are tired, 
and she waversin hercourse. Let her come down while isso near 
the earth, only two and a half rods more—2} per cent.—and then she 
will stand on solid ground ; let her rest before you send her soaring 
away again, for she must come down. 

Talk about prices and reduced values. The laborer receives almost 
twice for his work he did in 1860, and the coat you wear cost you one- 
third more than it would have cost in 1860. The boots you wear cost 
to-day nearly double they would in 1860. I say to you there is any 
amount of moonshine about this cry of shrinkage in values. 

But there are failures, and so there are a as many in Can- 
ada, and more in rich old England to-day. But I tell you we have 
been sailing in a balloon since 1860, and the balloons are descend- 
ing, and some of them will burst as they enter the raretied air near 
the habitable globe. It is always dangerous descending in balloons, 
but they must come down; they eannot fly in space forever. And why 
the failures? Iwill tell you why: Extravagance in living; extrava- 
gance in doing business; wild speculations based on dreams that 
never had a solid foot of ground to rest upon; railroad projects that 
3 based on nothing and conceived in the brain of foolishness and 

olly. 

Wild, fast 1 would bankrupt any people, all generated 
and bronght into life by the billions of money, so called, our nation 
was obliged to issue and scatter to the winds to put down the most 

igantic rebellion the world ever saw. But I will not pursue this sub- 
ect further, simply adding that these cries of reform, and shrinkage, 
and laborers crushed have crystallized themselves in one great folly 
that I term humbug. Now, I have not discussed the bill before the 
House minutely an logically to any great degree. It was not my 
purpose so much as if was to accomplish something else of vastly 
more importance in my opinion. Certainly, entertaining my views, 
it would be a misfortune to pass the bill in my opinion; but not so 
t a misfortune by far as to have our legislation constantly inter- 
ered with and hampered and antagonized by sectional discord and 
enmity. I find something of this cropping out on almost every at- 
tempt at legislation here. This ought not to be. This must not be, 


if 0 would see prosperity abound and gladden the hearts of the 
e. 
Pshall we not, can we not listen to the loving words of our sainted 


Lincoln, “Malice toward none, and charity for all,” and thus wake 
the better angels in our natures, and let their music charm us into 
joy, peace; and good-will, into praise and thanksgiving that we have 
still a country we can call our own: the greatest, grandest, richest, 
freest country that decorates the surface of the globe? 

And then a glorious future for our joint inheritance will be assured, 
and that future will be bright with. expectation and golden with 


hope, 
Fes, then, when we learn toobey the injunction of the Saviour, “ Be 
kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor pre- 
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ferring one another,” we can calmly deliberate and dispassionately 
confer together, and can legislate ; will be wiser and better and the 
country will be safer and happier. 

Now it will not answer this to say it is all gush and the moonshine 
ofa new member. Not at all. It is the solemn truth, as every mem- 
ber knows fall well. And it is full time that we had a new deal in 
this popular branch of our Congress, and I am entirely willing to take 
the responsibility of initiating the movement and of taking the ridi- 
cule if it comes, or the odium if I must. I only know that gladia- 
torial displays in this House which are based on sectional discord and 
sectional dislike have continued here quite too long for the good of 
the country. And now, then, let us turn to another page and wipe 
out these sectional lines forever and remember this is our country ; 
not yours nor mine, as applied to any section, but ours, our own. 

You will please pardon me a moment longer in my di ion from 
the partic measure before the House. hile I remark that I am 
not vain enough to think I shall be able to at once shift the currents 
here into new channels and to cause a wave of good-feeling, of har- 
mony and brotherly kindness to sweep over this floor and wipe out, 
at one dash, all the unpleasantness and ill-feeling that years of con- 
tention have begotten—why, no, sir, by no méans—yet I may pos- 
sibly be able to set the train in motion, so that the great work 
may be accomplished some time; and if I may even be able to do so 


much good I shall be content. 
Repeal of the Resumption Act. 
SPEECH OF HON. H. J. B. CUMMINGS, 
OF IOWA, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 16, 1877. 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act for 
the resumption of specie payments.“ 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I propose to occupy your attention 
but for a few moments. 

In common with all the members of the House I cannot but realize 
the importance of the subject before us, bearing as it does, to borrow 
the words of the Saint Louis pga prc upon the question of 
how best “to restore the public credit,” “maintain the national 
honor,” and “establish a sound currency ” for the people. 

I do not understand, Mr. Speaker, this to be a measure upon which 
the two great political parties of the country divide. If there is an 
apparent want of harmony between them upon the question of the 
duty of the Government to redeem, at the earliest practicable mo- 
ment, its solemn pledge to place its paper currency upon a specie 
basis, that party which assumes a position of opposition to it does so 
at the expense of consistency and by an utter disregard of its record 
and promises. 

I cannot believe, and do not believe, that any considerable number 
upon the floor of this House are opposed to the making, sooner or 
later, the paper money of the country convertible into coin, and it 
would be a reflection upon the members of this body to take the time 
to attempt to argue that $1, whether its definite form be paper, sil- 
ver, or gold, should be so maintained that it may have an equal pur- 
chasing power, that he who gets in our greenback money the pay for 
his daily labor, the proceeds of his farm, the results of his shop or his 
store shall receive a dollar worth as much to him as the coin which 
comes out as interest to the holder of the bond of the Government. 
Nor shall I make the effort to prove that the people of these United 
States 1 15 not to be compelled to enter into competition with the 
nations of earth with a currency which is discounted at every seat of 
commerce, even in the marts of our own country. 

I have said, sir, that the record of these two parties shows that 
upon the question of resumption they are not far from agreed, the 
difference being more as to the time within which it can or should be 
effected than in the bare proposition itself, and I do not desire this 
assertion to rest 1605 my word alone. 

Let us look to the record. In June of 1876 the republican party 
mor in national convention, and this is its deliverance upon the ques- 

ion: 
Commercial prosperity, public morals, and national credit demand that this 
ise [to make provision at the earliest practicab’e period for resumption] be 
alfilied by a continuous and steady progress to specie payment. 

The democratic party at its national convention the same year pro- 
fessed to hold the same view, and emphasized a demand for an earlier 
day than that fixed by act of Congress, breathing anathemas at the 
republican party for so long delaying resumption day. It spoke in a 
language so plain that he who runs may read. It said: 

We denounce the failure for all these eleven years of peace to make 


the 
8 red THE 3 note, which 8 — nging standard of 3 
ands of the t i i 
F people, non-payment of which is a disregard of the plighted 

As if this was not plain enough and strong enough, the platform 
goes on to add: 


Wo denounce the financial imbecility and immorality of that party which dur- 


ing eleven years of peace has made no advance toward resumption, no prepara- 
tion for resumption. 

Here the democratic party placed itself upon record most emphat- 
ically in favor of 3 complaining only of that clause of the 
resumption act which fixed a date for resumption, and only of that 
poe it was a hinderance. But let me state it in its own chosen 
words: 

As such hinderance [to resumption) we denounce the tion clause [not the 
act} of the act of Tg end we ys its repeal. 7 l 

And in a square contest between the distinguished gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. EWING, ] a member of that convention, and Mr. Dorsheimer, 
a delegate from New York, the convention, by a vote of 550 to 219, 
ref to stand upon any other than a hard-money platform, voting 
down a resolution declaring that the resumption law— 

ome = + * highly injurious to the business of the country, ought to be 
forthwith repealed. 


All this was consistent with the action of the democratic conven- 
tions held in the States which furnished their national candidates, 
just before the assembling of the national convention. 

The democracy of New York indorsed their platform of 1874, which 
contained these paragraphs: x 

Gold and silver the only legal-tender; no currency inconvertible with coin. 

Steady steps towards specie payments; no step backward. 

The democracy of Indiana resolved: 


We believe in onr ancient doctrine, that gold and silver are the true and the safe 
basis for the country. 


But that it may be apparent that I am not in error in thus stating 
the position of the democratic party, and am not doing it injustice, 
I will permit the gentlemen nominated by that party for the Presi- 
dency and Vice-Presidency, in their own words, to give the construc- 
tion which should be placed upon its national platform. 

Mr, Tilden, in his letter of acceptance of July 31, 1876, says: 

The object demanded by the convention is a resumption of specie payments. 

And again. Resumption “would not only ‘restore the public credit’ 
and ‘maintain the national honor, but it would ‘establish a sound cur- 
rency’ for the people.” 

And Mr. Hendricks, in his letter of July 24, 1876, if possible still 
more explicit, thas interprets it: 

I do not understand the repeal of the resumption clause of the act of 1875 to be 
@ backward step in our return to specie payments, 

And again: 

Our financial system of expedients must be reformed. Gold and silver are the 
real standard of value, and our national currency will not be a perfect medium of ex- 
change until it shall be convertible at the pleasure of the holder. 

Am I then not correct in my assertion that the democratic party is 
upon record as 3 a return to specie payment? That the dif- 
ference between it and the republican party is that the republican 
platform is in favor of reaching resumption by “continuous and 
steady progress,” while the democratic platform denounces the repub- 
lican party because it had not been reached within the eleven years 
succeeding the war, or nearly a year and a half ago. 

If farther proof is needed to show the republican position it is 
found in the proceedings of its convention, delegate from Texas 
moved this resolution: fi 

That itis the duty of Con: to provide for ca out the act 
3 resumption act of r the end that arithi fa of specie 
payments may not be longer delayed. 

This resolution the record says, was disagreed to on a viva voce 
vote, and, as I am informed by one who was present, by a vote of 
five to one. 

Were I asked to explain the seeming opposition to the national demo- 
cratic platform exhibited by its Representatives on this floor, I could do 
it in no other way than on the theory either that the democratic part; 
went beach, be its last canvass without knowing really its own mind, 
or that in their demanding so lustily the return to the specie basis it 
was playing false with the people; or that to-day, 1 that 
the people will not sustain them in their censure of the republican 
party because it has not already worked out the resumption problem, 
they are trimming their sails to catch the she breeze, 

But, Mr. Speaker, while I do not understand the republican party 
to favor an unnatural and forced resumption, neither do I understand 
that it takes issue with the assertion of Mr. Hendricks that “gold 
and silver are the real standard of value,” nor with that of Mr. Tilden 
that the resumption of specio payments “will maintain the national 
honor,” nor yet with that of the democratic national convention that 
the failure “to make good the promise of the legal-tender notes” * * * 
“is a disregard of the plighted faith of the nation,” unless it be post- 
poned longer than when the Government may, with due regard to 
the welfare of its people, declare itself—to borrow another expression 
from that platform“ in perfect readiness to meet any of its prom- 
ises at the call of the creditor entitled thereto.” 

And that brings me to the important question: Can and will the 
Government, withont endangering or precipitating financial distress 
or commercial derangement, with reasonable certainty be in condi- 
tion by January 1, 1879, to commence the redemption in coin of sueh 
= = outstanding legal-tender notes as may be presented for redemp- 
tion 

It is apparent that values have nearly or qare reached a specie 
basis. It is evident from the near approach of greenbacks to gold, 
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and from the low rate of interest money is commandi. 
centers and in the West, and from the oe, Sanon lying on deposit 


in our money 


in the Treasury and in the vaults of banks and saving institutions; 
from the increasing commercial balance in favor of our country; from 
the better tone to business and r activity in trade; from the 
almost certainty of the restoration of the silver dollar, that the day 
is not far in the future when, without shock or hurt, the Government 
of the United States may safely resume se payments. 

But whether that day will come as early as 1879, I am free to con- 
2 am not without doubts. So far no preparation has been made 
for it, or next to none, and the date is but little more than a single 
year in the future. Resumption forced upon the country will be a 
work of expense and difliculty to maintain. Itseems to me much the 
more prudent way to set vigorously about the coinage of the silver 
dollar and postpone action upon the question of the date of resump- 
tion a few months, that we may see just what the effect of silver 
coin will be. There are those who stoutly maintain that it will 
unlock and unravel our financial problems, and that it, aided by the 
renewed business activity of the country, will bring our paper cur- 
rency to par ere the time designated by the resumption act, if Con- 
gress will but keep its hands off. It is worth the trial, and if after 
such trial it is evident the country is still unprepared, the date.can 
then be extended, or, if need be, the act repeal s 

Whatever shrinkage of values and financial derangement are inci- 
dent to preparing for resumption have been gone through with, and an 
absolute abandonment of s looking to resumption would compel 
the repeating of all this at some future day, for there can be no doubt 
that rae! y later the currency of the country will be placed upon 
a © basis. 

ut if legislation must be had and at once, if the House will not 
wait to see what relief there may be in the utilization of silver, for 
the reasons just given and others which might be stated, I greatly 
prefer the gradual steps proposed by the amendment I have offered 
to an absolute and unconditional repeal at this time of the act. 

A word Pipon the plan proposed. Briefly, it is the use of the surplus 
revenue—(for the time suspending the payment of the national debt ; 
I believe we have already made undue haste in that direction)—the 
use of that surplus in the purchase of silver bullion for coinage into 
the old-time silver dollar, that coinage to be upon Goverument account, 
that it may realize the difference, now about 7 per cent., between the 
coin and bullion price of the metal, holding this silver coin and so 
much of the gold that reaches the Treasury from customs duties as is 
not needed to meet the coin demands upon the Treasury until the 
reserve is sufficient to justify the Government in redeeming that por- 
tion of her outstanding legal-tender notes which may be presented 
for redemption—redeeming them in silver or gold, or both, according 
to the condition of the Treasury. This involves no contraction of the 
volume of currency, nor would the retention of gold in the Treasury 
reduce the amount of money in actual circulation among the people. 

That there can be no doubt as to the intention of Con my 
amendment by express provision declares that the legal-tenders thus 
redeemed shall again be re-issued and paid out by the Government in 
the ordinary course of its expenditures, and that these notes shall 
continue to be a legal tender to the full extent as now. 

It is evident, sir, that, if such disposition can be made of any por- 
tion of the greenbacks that they cannot be presented for redemption 
by just so much is the amount of reserve which the Government need 
accumulate reduced and the difficulty of accumulating it propor- 
tionately lessened as well as the time required therefor. 

The amendment under discussion provides that the reserves which 
national banks are required to maintain shall be kept wholly in l - 
tender notes. Of this the banks cannot justly complain, nor do I be- 
lieve they would have disposition to do so, The reserves held by 
them at the latest date at my command amounted to 828,807,568, 
considerably more than the law requires. The amount actually re- 
quired is not far from $150,000,000. Here, then, if 5 amend- 
ment becomes a law, are $150,000,000 of the $350,000,000 (I am using 
round numbers only) which cannot be presented for redemption, leav- 
ing the Government only to care for ,000,000, not one-half of which, 
perhaps not a third, in all human probability would be presented for 
redemption. 

The bank circulation need not enter into the calculation at all. 
Neither of the propositions now before the House proposes to chan 
the present law which makes bank currency redeemable in legal- 
tender notes. Bank bills, until otherwise enacted, continue to be 
redeemable in legal-tenders. And as bank paper, although not 
legal tender, is for all business purposes of equal value with the 
legal-tenders, because convertible into them, so, with specie resump- 
tion by the Government, the bank-notes would have the same pur- 
chasing power, and answer as well the pu of trade as specie, 
. save in exceptional cases, because of tle ability to convert them into 
greenbacks and the greenbacks into coin at pleasure. 

The practical question then is, admitting it to be desirable to 


place our paper currency on a specie basis, what amount of reserve 


is necessary. Who can doubt that if but $200,000,000 is to be pro- 
tected, with the banks not needing coin for the eg a of their 
issues, $50,000,000 in silver and $50,000,000 in gold will 
more than ample? 

It is not a matter of difficulty for the Goverument, if silver coin- 
age be provided for, with its surplas revenue to procure the bullion 


ample and 


necessary to coin fifty million silver dollars. As to the remaining 
$50,000,000, I need only refer to the recent statement of the Treasurer 
which shows there was in the Treasury of the United States on Octo- 
ber 31, 1877, $131,000,000 in coin—mainly in gold—$92,000,000 after 
deducting outstanding coin certificates, $36, 000—the exact figures 
being 913,586.16—after still farther deducting $26,000,000 for the 
bonds which had been called in for payment. 

Thus is it ible, to recur again to the democratic platform and use 
the words it has favored us with, to “restore the public credit,” 
„maintain the national honor,” and “establish a sound currency for 
the people,” and that too without contraction, without financial de- 
rangement, without shock or injury to national, commercial, or indi- 
vidual prosperity. 

I am not entirely clear, sir, that the fixing of an absolute date, 
without an if or and, when redemption shall commence is the wisest 
and safest course.“ We cannot always predict the future. Drouth 
and floods, failures of crops, wars in other countries, neglect or ina- 
bility to accumulate the n reserve, all may enter into the cal- 
culation. Hence it may be the better and safer way to ually ac- 
cumulate the amount needed, and then inaugurate the work. With 
that in view, the amendment places the discretion to name that day, 
not earlier than the date now designated by law, witb the President 
of the United States and the Secretary of the Treasury, where I can- 
not but believe it will not, dare not, be abused. The responsibility 
thus devolved upon them, thongh great, is no greater than that often 
conferred upon heads of Departments. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, if some such plan as this is 
adopted, will it not make the steps toward resumption easy and grad- 
nal, reaching it at last without deranging our currency or disturbin 
values? Will it not take this vexed question of currency out of pol- 
ities? Will it not hasten the day when, to use an expression so often 
heard in the West a year or two ago in democratic speeches, the plow- 
holder’s money shall be as as the bondholder's money; when 
the laborer, the mechanic, the merchant, the capitalist, the soldier, 
the pensioner, all will have the same money or money of equal valuet 
Will it not redeem our plighted faith? Will it not strengthen, if 
it needs strengthening, the public credit? Will it not insure com- 
mercial prosperity ? 

And then, with a currency based upon the faith of the nation, con- 
vertible at pleasure into coin, supplemented by a bank currency free 
to all, having the elements of elasticity to meet the demands of busi- 
ness and commerce, the country, released from the grasp of gold 
gamblers and Shylocks, will move on and out into the broad daylight 
of individual and national prosperity. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. PHILIP C. HAYES, 


OF ILLINOIS, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 16, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal tho third section of the act entitled An act 
for the resumption of specie payments.” 

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, in what I have to say on this occasion 
I wish it to be distinctly understood that I am following the example 
of many illustrious men who have preceded me, and speak to the 
constituency at home rather than to the members of this House, 
I am free to confess, sir, that I do not expect to say anything 
new or startling in re to the question now before us, or to 
add in any respect to the vast volume of lgay that has already 
been shed upon it. The fact is this question of resumption and anti- 
resumption has been discussed during the past two years in every 
conceiyable shape and form, not only upon this floor but in the 
public press and npon the stump throughout the length and breadth 
of the land. Everything has been said in regard to it that could be 
said, and doubtless every member of this House had his mind made 
up before he left his home to come bere as to just what course he would 

ursue in case this question came up for consideration in this body. 

ndeed, I presume that every gentleman here has delivered that 

“little financial speech” of his on many important occasions, and has 
succeeded not only in annihilating his cf but in e 
himself just how he ought to vote on financial questions bot 
here and elsewhere. I 

Hence, Mr. Speaker, I can see no possible good to result from dis- 
cussing this question here, unless it be that such discussion will 
prove a benefit to the “ dear people at home,” or lead them to feel a 
commendable pride in their chosen “ Representative, who has mado 
a speech in Congtess.” With the understanding, then, that these 
speeches are mostly, if not altogether, for bancombe, I will proceed 
with what I have to say. 

I wish to state at the very begining 
that I am in favor of the bill now before the House; 
proceed to give my reasons for favoring it I wish to notice the 7 4 8 
of repudiation that has been hurled so often and so recklessly at the 


of my remarks, Mr. Speaker, 
J i bnt 7 5 1 
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heads of the eee on this floor who support this bill. In taking 
t 


the position 
kind of repudiators. To hear some of the 
by the resumption act one would think that we who i that 
act were the vilest set of rascals on the face of the earth. The pa 
tleman from New York, [Mr. CHITTENDEN, I in his speech on last 
Tuesday, used the following language : 

Unless I am greatly mistaken, the bill we are considering means downright 
repudiation ; just that. I hold in my hand the promise of my Government to pay 
mo $10. The date 2 is fixed by law upon the statute-book. The Govern- 
ment must keep faith with me; failing in that, it becomes the leader of all de- 
faulters and repudiators. 

A little further on the gentleman speaks of the bill now before the 
House as follows: 


It isa plain breach of contract. Its monstrous and criminal impolioy is only 
equaled by the silver bill. 


at we have taken, we are denounced as the very worst 
tlemen talk who stand 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I am one of those men who advocate the passage 
of the bill now before the House, and I certainly do not feel that I 
am advocating a criminal measure or one that has in it anything 
which even looks toward repudiation, I believe that I am as 
strongly opposed to repudiation as the gentleman from New York or 
any other gentleman can be. I with him when he talks about 
the sacredness of the national honor, but I beg to assure him that 
the gentlemen who favor this bill are as sensitive in regard to the 
national honor as he is. I trust I will not be considered as boasting 
when I say that I would scorn todo an act that would bring dishonor 
upon the fair name of my 3 or leave a single stain upon the 
high character for honesty which it has ever sustained. I believe in 
the Government paying its 3 debt to the utmost farthing, in 

faith and according to the letter and spirit of the law which 
created it. The great debt under which we are ing to-day was 
ccs apy y contracted to save the nation’s life, and should be honestly 

a 

Ai No, sir, it is no evidence that we favor repudiation because we favor 
this pill, nor is there anything in the bill Which can possibly be 
twisted or turned so as to make it even hint at repudiation. Let us 
look for a moment at the gentleman’s speech and see if he makes out 
acase against us when he charges us with favoring repudiation. He 
says that if the bill now before the House becomes a law the Gov- 
ernment will stand as completely convicted of dishonesty and breach 
of faith as would the individual who once having given his note pay- 
able at a certain date afterward sends notice to the holder of the note 
that he will not pay him, although he has the means to pay. Now, I 
wish to inform the gentleman that the two cases are not parallel at 
all. He should bear in mind that we do not say in this bill that we 
will never pay. 1 of this kind is even hinted at or dreamed 
of. All that we say is that the time when payment is to be made 
shall be left unnamed, leaving it to be fixed at some future day 
which the business interests of the country shall determine. Now, is 
there anything wrong in this? Let us sup with the gentleman 
that the bill passes and becomes a law. Does the Government, in 
dee ee of that fact become, as he says, “the leader of all 
defaulters and repudiators ?“ 

Why, Mr. Speaker, what is this Government? Who constitute it? 
In the language of Mr. Lincoln, it is a Government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people. The people, in fact, are the Govern- 
ment. It is the people who, through their Representatives in Con- 

enact laws, make contracts, and provide for their enforcement. 
he people: also, as far as the greenbacks are concerned, are the cred- 
itors of the Government. The people of this nation hold every dollar 
of our legal-tender notes. Now, sir, in 1875 the people by their Rep- 
resentatives said, We will fix a time when these notes shall be paid 
in coin. They did fix a time, and that time was January 1, 1879. 
Things move on a couple of years and the people become convinced 
that they made a mistake when they fixed that time; that it will be 
bad policy to take up their notes at the time desi And so they 
to work again by their Representatives in Con and repeal 
the law fixing the time for taking up these notes. Now, is there any 
repudiation in this? Is there anything criminal about it? Is there 
any bad faith init? Is there, in fact, anything in it to lead the gen- 
tleman to grow so frantic and to denounce us so bitterly as being in 
favor of repudiation and dishonesty? The people of this nation are 
both debtor and creditor, and if they agree that the law fixing the 
time for resumption shall be repealed, who can justly charge them 
yat a beseech of faith? They are the interested party and can do as 
they please. 7 

In the 3 illustration, he assumes that the man holding 
the note does not agree to the tponement of the time when pay- 
ment is to be made, or, rather, does not agree to never being paid at 
all; and insuch acase the charge of repudiation can justly and fairly 
be made. But, let us suppose that the note is made payable at a cer- 
tain date, and that the giver and holder of the note get together, talk 
the matter over, conclude that the interest of both will be best pro- 
moted by extending the date or by leaving the date blank with the 
understanding that it shall be filled up at such time as the interest 
of both shall demand, and they do this, where is there anything in 
the transaction that looks like repndiation? Why, sir, they have 
only done what they had a perfect right to do and what was for their 
mutual interest to do. And so in the case before us. If the people 


who hold the notes and the people who constitute the Government 
and gave the notes, being one and the same, that it is for their 
interest to repeal the law fixing the time when these notes were to 
be paid, where is there any injustice or wrong in the transaction ? 
The fact is the gentleman’s argument falls to the ground as utterly 
worthless, and nothing is left but his mere charge of repudiation 
without any proof to sustain it. The case would be vastly different 
if the holders of these notes did not agree to the change. Then the 

of such a bill as we are now considering would be open to 
very serious objections. 

But, as it is, there is nothing objectionable about it. The only ques- 
tion is: Are the people who hold these notes in favor of this change f 
Of course we cannot tell whether they are or not, as no direct vote on 
the pepon has ever been taken. Itis supposed, however, that 
this House reflects the sentiments of the people, and Tam willing to 
submit the aesti to a vote of the House, and whatever its decision 
may be I will abide by it. 

But the silver bill which was passed by this House a few days ago 
comes in for its share of abuse, not only from the gentleman from 
New York bnt from other gentlemen who have spoken on this floor. 
The great cry against the bill is the same that is raised against the 
bill now before the House, namely, that by enacting it into law we are 
bringing dishonor upon the fair name of the nation, violating onr 
pig ted faith, and swindling the public creditors. Why, sir, scarcely 

this bill passed this body when there came rushing to the capia 
the leading money kings from all our large cities. These men have 
been busily engaged for the past few days interviewing various com- 
mittees and individual members of the Senate, and endeavoring to 
persuade them that to enact the silver bill into law (thus maintainin 
onr right to pay our bonds in either gold or silver instead of gol 
only) would be to ruin forever the nation’s character for honesty and 
to cover its good name with everlasting shame and dishonor, 

But, Mr. Speaker, in the midst of all this hue and cry I would like 
to come down to facts and to ask these gentlemen to show us what 
there is objectionable or dishonorable or fraudulent in the silver bill? 
I assert that it is eminently just and fair, working no injustice or 
wrong to any living person. Why, sir, what was the contract that 
we made with our creditors when our bonds were sold? It was that 
they were to be paid in coin, and coin at that time, according to the 
law of the land, meant either gold or silver at the option of the Gov- 
ernment. Now, sir, if we say to the bondholders that we are ready 
to pay what we owe them in coin, whether that coin be gold orsilver, 
we have complied in every respect with both the letter and spirit of 
the law under which our contract with them was made. They cer- 
tainly ought not to find fault with us if we offer them silver. Sup- 
posing that silver has depreciated in value, they took the risk of that 
when they purchased the bonds, just as I take the risk of that fifty- 
on note depreciating which I take from the Sergeant-at-Arms to- 

ay. 

No, Mr. Speaker, all this cry about the Government’s breaking faith 
and swindling its creditors is the merest nonsense and bosh, I 
claim, and the law in force when our bonds were issued bears me out in 
the assertion, that the Government fulfills its every obligation to 
= and every holder of its bonds when it pays him in either gold or 
silver, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I come more 3 to speak of the resump- 
tion act. In regard to that portion of this act which the bill now 
before the House proposes to repeal, I hold the same views to-day 
that I have ever held. When the act was passed, I regarded this 
portion of it as exceedingly unwise, and subsequent events have only 
served to confirm the opinions then entertained. What „ask, 
has come to the ple of this nation from this act? Has it made 
times easier or brought relief to the aor and distressed? Has 
it put my new life into business, inc 
activity the factories and rolling mills of the 8 that for years 
have been idle? Has it benefited the farmer and mechanic, or lifted, 
in any respect, the heavy burden from the shoulders of the day 
laborer? Not at all. On the contrary, its history will show that, 
from the day of its e up to the present time, it has wrought 
evil and only evil continually. At no timo has it proved. of any ben- 
efit to se class of our people except to those who were trafficking 
in or holding Government bonds. These men have reaped a rich 
reward under the operations of this act, but the great majority of 
our people have felt the act to be oppressive and burdensome in 
the extreme. i 

In making these remarks, Mr. Speaker, I wish it to be distinctly 
understood that 1 am not opposed to resumption; but I do wish it to 
be understood that I am opposed to any attempt-to reach resumption 
by the method set forth in the resumption act. It is absolutely sui- 


cidal, ruinous to all business interests, for a nation situated as we , 


were in 1875 to attempt to force resumption by a contraction of the 
volume of its currency. In my estimation, we had none too much 
currency at that time to meet the actual demands of trade. Tho 
entire amount of our paper money in circulation on the Ist of Jann- 
ary, 1875, was only $778,176,250. There was also in the country at 
that time about $100,000,000 in gold. This gives, as the total amount 
of both paper and coin, only $875,000,000, or, if we estimate our pop- 
ulation at forty-two millions, only 821 per capita. This, I say, is none 
too much to carry on the business of a country like this. It is, in 
fact, considerably less per capita than was to be found in any of the 


trade, or started into * 


. ciated in value, and this depreciation 


rope. 
made which will ee 
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three leading nations of cap at that time. Figures show that in 
the year 1875 the kingdom of Great Britain, including Ireland, had 
a circulating medium of $765,000,000, or $24.70 per capita. Of this 
$765,000,000, about $235,000,000 were paper money and the rest coin. 

France had at that time a circulating medium as follows: gold, 
$650,000,000; silver, $350,000,000; and paper, $500,000,000, making a 
total of $1,500,000,000; or, estimating the population at thirty-six 
millions, of $41.66 per capita. 

Germany had a circulation at that time of about 81,000,000, 000, or 


$25 per capita. 3 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in view of these facts from nations whose finan- 
cial experience is much more extensive than ours, does it seem to 
any one that we had more currency than we needed in 1875? Here 
we find England with a circulation of $24.70 per capita, France with 
over $41 per capita, Germany with $25 per capita, and the United States 
with only $21 per capita. And yet with our per capita more than $3 
less than any one of these European nations, the effect of this act 
has been to reduce it still lower. 

Now, I do not agree with the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. PRICE] 
when he says that it will not do to compare this nation with the 
nations of Eu I believe that frequently comparisons can be 
forth so plainly our defects as to lead us at least 
to make an effort to remedy them. I am not one of those who be- 
lieve that this nation is perfect. Ido not believe that all the finan- 
cial wisdom of this world has its dwelling-place with us. France is 
often referred to as a model as far as her financial system is con- 
cerned. If this beso, we may with profit compare our financial sys- 
tem with hers, and by so doing may learn that which will redound 
to our benefit. Why, sir, the true policy for any nation to pursue is 
to gather whatever good it can from the experience of other nations, 
and then secure that good to itself by proper legislation. It is thus, 
and thus only, that a nation can become great and strong and pros- 

rous. 

If the experience of these European nations for centuries teaches 
them that it is not good policy to attempt to conduct the business of 
a great nation with a per capita of circulation as small as ours, does 
it not become us to pause and consider well before we determine to 
reduce our per capita of circulation? It is my opinion that we would 
have shown more wisdom than we did show when we passed the 
resumption act had we looked into the financial system of these Eu- 
ropean nations a little more closely and been guided in our legislation 
alittle more by their experience, We might then have prevented 
much of the financial embarrassment, distress, and ruin that have 
been so prevalent in our country during the past two years. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is another feature in the workings of this 
resumption act to which I desire to call the attention of this House. 
When the resumption act was passed gold was at a premium of twelve 
and a half cents. To-day it is at a premium of only about two and 
a half. There has been an appreciation in the value of our legal- 
tenders of ten cents on the dollar. Our legal-tenders have been the 
practical measure of values in all the financial transactions of the 
country ever since they were issued. The merchant has bought his 
goods with legal-tenders, and has turned and sold them out for the 
same currency. The farmer has bought his farm with logal-tenders, 
and has taken these notes in exchange for the proansa of that farm. 
Contracts have been made, and notes given and paid upon the legal- 
tender basis. The legal-tender, in fact, has been the standard by 
which all other values have been measured. 

Now, what has been the result of this rapid appreciation of legal- 
tenders as compared with gold? The result has been a universal 
shrinkage in all other values. Property of all kinds has depre- 
as brought bankruptcy and 
ruin to thousands upon thousands of our propia I have here a few 
figures showing the number of individuals and firms throughout the 
country that have been compelled to go into bankruptcy within the 
past three years. A careful study of these figures ought to be suffi- 
cient to convince any man of the utter folly of continuing any longer 
our present financial policy : 


Years. 


197, 210, 922 
i91, 117, 786 


These fi Mr. Speaker, are significant. They speak a language 


gures, 
that is so plain that he who runs may read. They tell us that finan- 


cial distress, that ruin and bankruptcy are ab in the land. And 
does any one seek the causes of this sad state of affairs? Hecan find 
one cause in the universal shri of values that has been brought 
abont under the iron ruleof theresamption act. He will find, by alittle 
investigation, that not only has the resumption act aided in bringin 

ruin to these thousands that I have mentioned, but it has wrought evil 
and only evil to every business interest and industry of the country. 
Lookat the immense loss resulting from the long-continued idleness of 
our factories and iron mills, Foot up, if possible, the long column of 


fi which express the loss sustained by the shrinkage in the value 
of stocks, bonds of railroads and other corporations. Add to these 
the enormous depreciation in the value of real estate throughout the 
Union, and then we may get some idea of the immense loss to our 
people from this unwise attempt to reach resumption by means of 
contracting the currency. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me repeat 


in that I am in favor of resump- 
tion. I want to see the time in the history of this nation when every 

nback dollar shall be worth a hundred cents of the best gold ever 
issued from the mint. This time, should it ever come, will be hailed 
with gladness by every one who has the good of the country at heart. 
No financier wil ue for a moment that any other than a 
specie basis it at all desirable for such anation as ours. Stability in 
our circulating medium is what we should aim at, and this stability 
can only be secured by having our paper currency interconvertible 
with coin on demand. 

But, while this is so, we should be careful that, in working to secure 
the desired end, we do not ruin the business interests of the country. 
We should not endeavor to push forward toward rae pe paon 80 rap- 
idly as to bring disaster and ruin down upon our heads. The question 
should not be merely, how we can get back to specie resumption the 
most ly; but how, with commendable p forward, we 
can get back the most safely and with the least detriment to the 
business interests of the conntry What we need is a dotermined, a 
gradua; and a safe movement forward toward the desired end. I 

ave always believed, and I believe to-day, that we need no special 
aaa ery Ae definite time when resumption shall take place. 
What we need is simply a settled determination to resume at the 
earliest practicable moment, and then let the business interests of the 
country determine when that time shall be. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a few words in re; to the 
amendment to the resumption act which was introduced by my col- 
league, [Mr. Fort,] and which, having been accepted by the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, is now before the House as the 
original bill. It will be observed that this bill does not propose to 
interfere at all with the first two sections of the resumption act. 
Neither does it pro to interfere with the first clause of the third 
section which provides for free banking. Leaving this much of the 
act undisturbed, the bill proposes in the first place to strike out that 
clause which confers upon the Secretary of the Treasury authority to 
destroy $80 in legal-tender notes for every $100 in national-bank notes 
that he may issue. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I most heartily indorse this feature of the bill. 
I am most decidedly opposed to any further contraction of our legal- 
tender currency. I have already spoken of the many evils resulting 
from contraction, and, in view of what I have said, I feel that the 
authority to continue this contraction cannot be taken from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury too quickly. 

But the bill proposes, in the second place, to repeal that clause in 
the resumption act which fixes January 1, 1879, as the date when 
we are to resume specie payments. Now, Mr. Speaker, this feature 
of the bill, like the one I have just mentioned, has my hearty indorse- 
ment. I have never yet been able to discover any particular benofit 
that we, as a people, have derived from having fixed a definite time 
when resumption should begin. On the contrary, I believe that 
this fixing of a time, in connection with the other provisions of the 
resumption act, has brought untold evils upon us, in paralyzing the 
business of the country, causing a general shrinkage of values, and 
producing bankruptcy and ruin on every hand. 

But it is not for this reason merely that Iam anxious to see this 
portion of the resumption act repealed. There is another and a 
more important reason that influences me in my action in this 
matter, and that is, if we allow this portion of the resumption act to 
remain as it is, we may expect, under its operation, to see our legal- 
tender notes wiped out of existence, and the only paper money of the 
country will be that furnished by the national ban I am fully 
poiat that the resumption act was , not only with the un- 

erstanding but with the expectation that it would bring about this 
result. Itwas worded and fashioned so as to meet the views of those 
who favored an exclusively national-bank currency. Let us look for 
a moment and see if this is not so, 

The first section of this act provides for the coinage of subsidiary 
silver coins, to be exchanged for the fractional currency then in ex- 
istence, and concludes with these words: 

And upon such issne— 

That is, the issue of silver coins— 
he— 

The Secretary of the Treasury— 


is hereby authorized and required to redeem an equal amount of such fractional 
8 until the whole amount of such fractional currency outstanding shall be 
eem 


Now, acting under the instructions here given, what has the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury done? He has issued the silver coins, taken 
up the fractional currency, and, under the interpretation placed upon 
the word “redeem,” has destroyed it. 

The question now is: Does the word “redeem,” in this connection, 
mean what the Secre of the Treasury interprets it to mean? It 
most certainly does, and no other interpretation can possibly be put 
upon it. It was intended that this word should confer upon the 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


11 


Secretary full power to call in and destroy all the fractional currency 
then outstanding. The object was to do away with this currency— 
to get it out of existence—by substituting silver in its place. No 
person who voted for the measure, if he voted understandingly, 
expected that any portion of this currency, however small, was ever 
to be re-issued. On the contrary, every one understood that it was 
to be “ redeemed,” that is, gathered in and destroyed. 

But let us look a little further. In the third section of this act we 
find that it is made the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, when- 
ever he issues circulating notes to any national bank— 

To redeem the legal-tender United States notea, in excess only of $300,000,000, to 
the amount of 80 per cent. of the sum of national-bank notes so issued to 7 
such banking association as aforesaid, antl to continue such redemption as suc 
circulating notes are issued until there shall be outstanding the sum of $300,000,000 
of such legal-tender United States notes, and no more, 

Now, what interpretation has been put upon the word “redeem ” 
here? Just the same as was put upon the word “redeem” in the sec- 
tion providing for retiring the fractional currency. The Secretary 
has taken $80 of legal-tender notes and destroyed them for every $100 
of national-bank notes that he has issued. And in doing this he has 
only carried out the manifest letter and spirit of thelaw. He has 
done just what those who drew up and passed the law expected and 
intended him to do. He has gone to work to reduce the $379,000,000 
of legal-tenders outstanding at the time the resumption act was 

to $300,000,000, and no more. Thus far he has destroyed about 

000,000, so that the present legal-tender circulation amounts only 
to ,000,000; and under the operation of this act he can continue 
this work until he has destroyed $54,000,000 more, when the minimum 
limit fixed by this clause of the act will be reached. 

From what I have said, Mr. Speaker, it is evident that the word 
“redeem,” as used in this act, can mean but one thing, and that is 
to retire and cancel the notes referred to, with the understanding 
that they are never to be re-issued. 

I now come to the clause in this act which fixes the time when 

es umption shall begin. That clause reads as follows: 

And on and after the Ist day of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treas- 
2 shall redeem in coin the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding on 


eir presentation for redemption at the office of the t treasurer of the 
United States in the city of New York, in sums of not less than $50. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, what does this language mean? It seems to me 
that it can mean only one thing, and that is the absolute withdrawal 
and cancellation of our nback currency. It means that this cur- 
rency is to be “redeemed” in just the same sense that the fractional 
currency has been ‘‘ redeemed,” in jost the same sense that $25,000,000 
of l -tender notes have been “ redeemed” since the resumption 
act was passed. It means that our legal-tenders are to be wipst out 
entirely and the national-bank currency become the only paper cur- 
rency of the country. Ihave already shown that the word “redeem,” 
when used in this act in reference to the fractional currency and the 
legal-tender currency in excess of $300,000,000, meant nothing more 
nor less than that this currency was to be taken up and 5 
retired. I have also shown that the Secretary of the ury, by 
his action in these two cases, has given abundant proof that he re- 

this as the only interpretation that can be put upon the word. 

I might g further and say that, as far as his interpretation of this 
word and his consequent action are concerned, the Secretary has been 
indorsed both by the Administration, Congress, and the people ga 
erally. However much many of our people dislike the idea of de- 
stroying the legal-tender notes, no one, I believe, has ever ventured 
the assertion that the Secretary, in destroying these notes, has done 
either more or less than the law commanded. What, then, I ask, will 
become of those legal-tender notes that may be outstanding on the 
Ist of J SRNT; 1879, provided this resumption act continues in force ? 
As I have said before, they will be gradually withdrawn from circula- 
tion and destroyed, and we shall be left only with the currency fur- 
nished us through the national banks. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask if we are ready to take this step in regard 
to our jegal-tender notes? Are we prepared to make this change in 
our circulating medium? For myself, I will say that I am not, and 
in saying this I believe that I speak the sentiments of nine-tenths 
of my constituents. The time may come when such a step may be 
advisable, but that time, in my judgment, has not pomo bee My 
opinion is that, in the midst of our present troubles, it will be the 
part of wisdom to leave our greenback currency as it is. We cer- 
ty can get no better currency, nor can we get one in which the 

ple have more confidence. To allow it to taken up and de- 
stroyed at this time would prove detrimental to every business inter- 
est in the land, and would only add to the many evils from which we 
are suffering to-day. My opinion is that, if we are to make any 
change, we had better legislate to restore the $25,000,000 already 
destroyed under this act rather than to destroy any more. 

=~ Mr. Speaker, I wish to say a few words in support of the 
amendment which proposes to e our legal-tenders receivable for 
duties on imports. In my opinion the time has come when this 
Government cannot longer afford to dishonor its own paper. There 
was a time, perhaps, when such a course was justifiable. During the 


late war, when the nation was putting forth its sra energy and 
exhausting its every resource to save its life, it was, doubtless, the 
part of wisdom to demand that duties on imports should be paid in 


coin. With coin at a premium of from 100 to 180 per cent., this was, 


doubtless, the easiest, the safest, and the best way to get what coin 
we were obliged to have. 

It uently occurs in the history of a nation that circumstances 
arise which relieve that nation, for the time being, from an obligation 
which, under different circumstances, would be binding. But, as soon 
as those circumstances change so as to make it possible, that nation 
is not true to itself or to right and justice if it does not hasten to 
discharge that obligation according to the spirit and letter of the law 
which imposed it. Now, Mr. S er, the circumstances which gave 
us an excuse for dishonoring our obligations in the respect referred 
to have all passed away, and it is now time for us to say to all who 
may be indebted to us that we are ready to receive our own paper 
in payment of any and all such indebtedness. It is time that we 
adopted it as a rule of action; that we will take from the people the 
same currency which we require them to take from us. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, there is no longer ay good reason why our green- 
back currency should be dishonored by the Government that issued 
it. That currency was issued in good faith. It was issued by a 
strong, rich, and honest nation; and, although it went forth during 
the days of darkness and distress and war, bearing upon its face our 
mark of disapproval, it has fought its way up in the face of the most 
bitter opposition, until to-day it stands almost at par with gold. It 
has proven to be just what the people want as a circulating medium, 
and has so won its way into their confidence that the universal senti- 
ment is that it is the best and safest currency we have ever had. 
Besides, with silver remonetized, it will be at par with coin. Under 
these circumstances I ask if it is not time for the Government to re- 
move from it this mark of its disapproval. Is it not time for us to 
make it a legal tender for all debts, both public and private, except 
in =p te eases where the law or contract provides for payment in 
coin : 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, have I stated some of the reasons which lead 
me to give my support to the bill now before the House. I be- 
lieve that the provisions of this bill are eminently wise, and that, 
if we consult the best and highest interests of the whole country, we 
shall pass it without a deere vote. With this bill enacted into 
law and with silver remonetized, we may confidently expect to see 
gold fall in price, silver appreciate, and the two stand at par with 
greenbacks. With these three kinds of money, together with the 
national-bank notes, we should have money amply sufficient to meet 
all the demands of trade, and should at the same time have a cireu- 
lating medium whose value would be as nearly invariable and con- 
stant as any value can be. Thus, having worked our way out of our 
financial difficulties and having established our financial system upon 
a solid and anent basis, confidence would be restored, capital 
would seek investments in new enterprises, business would revive, 
labor would find constant employment at fair wages, the “hard 
times” would suddenly disappear, and prosperity would again dawn 
upon our land, 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. JAMES PHELPS, 


OF CONNECTICUT, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 16, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. £05) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An 
for the resumption of specie payments." . 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, the importance of the questions now 
before the House and my course in the last Congress with reference 
to the general question of resumption at the time and in the manner 
provided for in the act of January 14, 1875, render it proper that I 
should briefly place on record the reasons which influence my judg- 
mentand control my action. The discussion has y ? ed s0 
far that all the argument has been presented on eitherside, and I can 
hope to add nothing to its weight in support of the views which I 
entertain, which, in some essential respects, differ from any which I 
have heard advanced. 

I commenced in the beginning of the last Congress to vote for the 
repeal of that act, not because I was opposed to resumption, but be- 
cause I was in favor of it but believed it was entirely impracticable 
and would be necessarily disastrous under the provisions of that Jaw. 
I thought it was being prematurely forced before the country could 
be brought to a condition to insure its permanence. At that time I 
was the only Representative from New England and with two or 
three exceptions the only one from the Eastern and Middle States who 
voted for repeal. The money centers and the sections where capital 
was located very naturally presented an almost solid array uf forced 
resumptionists. It is a measure in the interest of capitalists, and 
such a course was reasonably to be expected in view of the previous 
legislation by Con „which for their benefit and under their influ- 
ence bad conve! their currency bonds, perched’ at a large dis- 
count, into gold bonds which commanded a large premium; by which 
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rocess hundreds of millions of dollars were anjustly wrung from the 

boring and trading classes and put in the pockets of the European 
and American Rothschilds. More mature deliberation and the exhaus- 
tive discussions which haveensued have confirmed my first impressions, 
and I am satisfied that, aside from the free-banking provision of the 
act, it is a billof abominations to which the ax of extermination 
should be unsparingly laid. 

Wealth in itself is not objectionable, and the possessor of it is not 
for the reason of his wealth to be disparaged. It is only when it 
combines and is aggressive, and secks by wrongful means to obtain 
advantage to itself at the expense of those less fortunate and power- 
ful, that it is to be deprecated and resisted. For the reason that I 
am convinced that precisely that attempt is being made under the 
resumption act, I am opposed to the consummation of the attempt. 

The debate has y embraced all the details of the gos ques- 
tions of currency and finance and been illustrated with the sta- 
tistics which pertain to them, which I shall not undertake except in 
an incidental way to reproduce. They must have become familiar 
to all who. bave made an intelligent and patient effort to discover the 
causes which have brought upon the laboring and business interests 
of the country a depression and destruction un lleled in our his- 
tory, and which after more than four years of suffering and bank- 
ruptey are yet unrelieved. We occasionally hear the flattering as- 
surances of a permanent revival of prosperity, but they have thus 
far proved to be the merest mockery and delusion. The abundant 
crops of the West with the present foreign demand for them, which 
is in a great measure accidental and largely dependent upon the 
existence of a war which is likely soon to cease, doubtless tend b 
their influence upon the balance of trade to preserve us from still 
lower depths; but aside from that, and from the demand for fire- 
arms and war munitions, stimulated by and dependent on the same 
cause, there is no substantial relief. It is impossible that there can 
be any reliable and permanent improvement while the causes which 
produced the existing trouble are still in active operation. 

The different kinds of paper currency in circulation and use at the 
close of the war, aggregating nearly twenty-two hundred millions, 
was undoubtedly largely in excess of the legitimate business wants 
of the country. The Government during that protracted and terrible 
struggle had necessarily given employment in large measure to the 
various industries of the poopie and created a demand for an extra- 
ordinary volume of money. This demand was so great that the coin 
of the country was entirely inadequate, and the greenback was re- 
sorted to and proved to be the salvation of the Union. When that 
employment and demand ceased, the necessity for the great amount 
of money then in circulation also ceased, and it might well and 
should have been largely reduced as rapidly as was consistent with 
the business interests of the country. But the contraction of nearly 
or quite three-fourths down to the time of the passage of the resum 
tion act was far too great, and, what is most mischievous, it is still 
constantly going on, It has been more than sixty-two millions in 

nbacks and national-bank notes since the passage of the act, and 
is now steadily proceeding under it at the rate of more than two 
millions a month, and as the time for resumption approaches the con- 
traction must be much ter and more rapid, because the entire 
greenback circulation is yet to be retired in a little more than thir- 
teen months, an ave of more than twenty millions a month, with 
no provision for a substitute except the gold for which the greenbacks 
are to be exchanged, which will be mostly needed by the banks to re- 
deem their circulation if it is redeemed at all, and therefore practi- 
cally unavailable for purposes of general circulation. The amount of 
paper now outstanding is about six hundred and seventy millions, of 
which three hundred and fifty-four millions are in legal-tenders and 
three hundred and sixteen millions in notes of the national banks. 
The amount of both in actual circulation is estimated at five hundred 
millions. We have, then, a circulation of more than two thousand 
millions in August, 1865, reduced to five hundred and sixty-two mill- 
ions at the panaga of the resumption act in January, 1875, and to 


five hun millions at the present time. Business was compara- 
tively p rous until 1873,when, under the policy adopted previously 
by Mr. McCulloch and since persisted in by his successors, bankruptcy 


and ruin commenced, and have continued until the number of victims 
has reached the appalling aggregate of more than fifty thousand, 
which has increased from year to year and still continues. 

It is evident that the proper limit of contraction has been largely 
passed, and when it is remembered that a slight contraction after 
that is much more severely felt than a much greater one before, the 
fact of its certain and much more rapid continuance unless the act is 
repealed may well excite the gravest apprehension and alarm. From 
every future turn of the screw will come a fresh wail of distress, and 
the sufferer will not be the bondholder and the money-lender, but the 
manufacturer, the trader, and the laborer. These are the chosen vic- 
tims over whose necks the Juggernaut of contraction is to be relent- 
lessly driven. 5 

With our extended territory and widely diversified interests there 
is no reason why our capita circulation should be tly less 
than that of France or England. Itis$17 in England and $30 in France, 


and does not exceed about $11 in this country. We are struggling 
under the greatest embarrassment and depression, England is also 
measurably suffering, while France is the most prosperous nation on 
the globe. Her manfacturers are highly prosperous. Her trades are 
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flouris hing , and her laborers are all employed at reasonable wages, 
and this shortly after the t to Germany of a war indemnity 
ter than the entire bo debt of this country, which was three- 
ourths paid by exchanges from the balance of her trade, and all be- 
cause she wisely maintained the volume of her circulation sufficient 
to keep the machinery of business in full operation, and guarded 
against a sudden and undue contraction. 

The fact that in France the smallest denomination of paper is $20 
and bank checks are not in common use may render n a larger 
proportion of coin circulation, but can make no essential difference in 
the p r g capita of both coin and paper. And so in England, 
where checks are freely used, but the smallest bank-note is for $25. 
Hence it is that in both those countries the amount of coin in circu- 
lation largely predominates over that of paper, being in England 
nearly 3 to 1, and in France 7 to 5. In this country, according to 
the recent statement of the Secretary of the T. „we have onl 
fifty-eight millions of gold, including both coin and bullion, avail- 
able for resumption, while we bave a paper circulation of five 
hundred millions, leaving the ratio only 1 to 8, showing a striking 
contrast in favor of France and England, and demonstrating our 
utter inability to resume under the provisions of the present law. 

The gold product of the mint is about forty millions per annum, and 
the merchandise balance with foreign countries for the last fiscal year 
was two hundred millions in our favor. This is a great improvement on 
previous years, and may leave a small gold balance in our favor after 

ying the interest on our bonds held abroad and other foreign gold 

emands; but, if so, it may at any time be reversed by contingencies 
which are constantly liable to occur. If our crops should materially 
diminish, or the foreign demand for them fall off, or our bonds be re- 
turned in any considerable amount for conversion, the balance would 
certainly be turned against us and the current of gold flow the other 
way as it has been generally doing since the war, thus making the 
prospect for resumption still more unfavorable and the time at which 
it is attainable still more remote. 

It is conceded by the most candid and intelligent of those who op- 
pose the repeal of this act that we have never been able to maintain 
specie payment with a paper circulation of more than two hundred 

fifty millions, and that we must have two hundred and seventy- 
five millions of gold to make it safe to attempt resumption under the 
law now in force. How the additional two hundred and eighteen mill- 
ions is to be acquired in a little over a Feeria the problem to be solved. 
We had in July, 1876, seventeen millions; we have in November, 
1877, fifty-eight millions; an increase of only forty-one millions, or 
about two and a half millions a month. This process, even if the 
balance of trade continues as favorable as during the last sixteen 
months, can insure us but thirty-three of the two hundred and eighteen 
millions needed. It is obvious the attempt can be made in but one 
way, and that is the one indicated by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
under whichhe has declared he will force resumption. That is by the 
sale of some two hundred millions of Government bonds, thereby in- 
creasing by so much our bonded debt. Will that succeed? The 
gold must of course come from abroad. It has been twice demon- 
strated within the last few years that such an effort would be utterly 
unavailing. The comparatively trifling sums of twenty-one millions 
on one occasion, and fifteen millions on another and quite recent 
one, could not be obtained without producing a monetary crisis in 
England. The gold was positively refused, and we were compelled 
to take the amount in our own bonds. 

While we are so largely indebted abroad nothing can possibly 
bring us to a favorable condition to resame but continued years of 
bountiful crops with such export demand as will keep the gold bal- 
ance decidedly in our favor. This under the natural operation of the 
laws of trade will in time accomplish it, but legislation of itself 
never. 

The premium on gold is now small, but that is no criterion of our 
ability to resume. During the worst period of the suspension in 
Great Britain and attempt at resumption by the Bank of England, 
from 1819 to 1823, the distress attending which has been graphically 
described by Alison and others, the highest premiam which gold at- 
tained did not exceed 5 > cent. The premium on gold is mainly 
governed by its demand. There is now no considerable demand for 
it in this country, except for the 8 of interest and duties, but 
if a special demand is created for the purposes of resumption, the 
premium will be likely to advance, and we shall be apparently far- 
ther from the object. The fact that the gold premium has been re- 
duced since the passage of the resumption act is in no attrib- 
utable to that act, but almost entirely to the present favorable 
condition of our foreign trade, which may or may not continue. 
it does, we shall steadily approach resumption ; otherwise not. 

The redemption in gold of our paper circulation after such a sus- 
pension as we have experienced, and with an immense indebtedness 
abroad, is a subject which has taxed to the utmost the ability of our 
wisest financiers. In my judgment, it has been most unfortunate for 
the country that those to whom authority on this subject has been 

iven have been of the namber who would pursue no other course 
at that of the overflowing scourge and the consuming fire of crush- 
ing and excessive contraction; a course which has left a track of 
desolation in its path and a voice of valios which, like the cry of 
the laborer whose field had been reaped by the oppressor, must have 
reached the ear of the Lord of Sabaoth. It is a criminal mistake 
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to attempt, in the face of precedents whose lines are traced in ruin, 
to force resumption by such a destructive It should not be 
attempted, except after the most deliberate and complete pera 
tion. To make the effort and fail in anent resumption will be 
terribly disastrous, and may make the odious idea of repudiation 
more attractive than that of another effort to resume. It should be 
left mainly to the operation of the laws of trade, and if a date is to 
be fixed it should be one that will leave no doubt of certain accom- 
plishment through natural and conservative methods. 

Undesirable as suspension is in a commercial sense, it is by no 
means the greatest calamity that can befall a nation. All commer- 
cial countries have often experienced it, and it has been attended by 
no special dishonor and no ruinous inconvenience. It has generally 
occurred from circumstances which are occasionally unavoidable 
under their respective monetary systems. Russia has now been in a 
state of suspension more than half a century, Austria for nearly 
twenty years, Great Britain in the early purt of the present centur, 
for nearly twenty-five years, France for the last several years, an 
this country during the last seventy years has had eleven suspensions, 
most of which have occurred when a so-called specie basis of paper 
circulation was being maintained. 

Probably no financial system can be devised which will furnish 
absolute protection against the evils of speculation, overtrading, com- 
petition, expanded credit, and all the changing vicissitudes which 
necessarily attend the operation of the laws of foreign and domestic 
trade. If any can accomplish it, it is perhaps the interconvertible 
paper and bond system under ets negotiations controllmg the 
amount of circulation and the details of interconvertibility. This 
might make the nearest approach to it; but there would be likely to 
sometimes arise a combination of untoward circumstances which 
would prove an overmatch for even that, elastic and adaptable as it 
would generally be to the changing wants of the people. 

In my mind, a very serious objection to the resumption act is the 
fact that it does not embrace in its operation the national banks, 
which have three hundred and sixteen millions of notes outstanding, 
and oniy reqnires resumption by the Government. The banks may 
now redeem in legal-tenders instead of gold, but a vital part, and the 
leading object of the resumption policy, is to extinguish the legal- 
tenders, thus leaving the banks under no express logal obligation to 
redeem, with no legal-tenders to do it with, and no gold excepting sixty- 
seven.millions, which they would receive for the legal-tenders now 
held by them, and less than nineteen millions besides of gold and gold 
certificates in their vaults, in all only eighty-six millions with which 
to redeem a circulation of three hun and sixteen millions. The 
result of this process, if it could be carried out by raising gold from 
the sale of bonds, would be the retirement and redemption by the 
Government of three hundred and fifty-four millions of -tenders, 
while the banks would lose their legal tenders and in place of them 
have al ther eighty-six millions in gold and three hundred and 
sixteen millions of their own notes outstanding. 

If it could be accomplished if Beers? means, the Government would 
resume while the banks would be left in no condition to do it, with- 
out the purchase of a large amount of gold. That which they would 
receive from the Government for their legal-tenders, together with 
the bonds they hold, would be needed as a reserve for the security of 
six hundred and twenty-five millions of deposits, and could not be 
safely used to increase their circulation. 

I am not one of those who would strike an undeserved blow at the 
national banks. Banking institutions, properly regulated and care- 
fully managed, are indispensable to the business of the country, and we 
never had a bank circulation so uniform and well secured as the přes- 
ent. If those institutions are burdened by unjust exaction in the 
— of United States taxes or ham by unreasonable restrictions 
without 3 privileges, I would assist in abolishing those 
exactions an e restrictions until a full measure of justice 
was secured to them. hile they should not be monopolies, they are 
entitled like all others to the just consideration of the Government. 

A uniform paper currency is better than one issued partly by the 
Government and partly by private corporations. To give the banks 
under the present system the exclusive privilege of issuing notes is to 
confer upon them a monopoly of the greatest value. The Government 
issues coin and Treasury notes to circulate as money. Why should it 
not also issue the ordinary denominations of paper money? I am 
aware it is claimed that by implication the Constitution denies to 
Congress the power to make anything but gold and silver a legal ten- 
der. This some time seemed a reasonable interpretation ; but the 
Supreme Court of the United States not long since, on a memorable 
ọccasion and under peculiar circumstances, decided it was permissible 
asan war measure, and the reasoning of the court seems to 
establish the inference thatit may be constitutionally done otherwise 
than as such a war measure when the paper issued by the Government 
is redeemable in coin. It is true these views are at variance with the 
strict-construction doctrine of the fathers, but they seem to be the 
present law of the land, and therefore override in authority all con- 
trary opinions. Aside from the law there would soper to be little 
difference on principle between a Treasury note, which has always 
been considered constitutional, and a greenback redeemable in coin ; 
and in my opinion such a currency issued only by the Government 
and convertible into Government bonds payable in coin would be 


preferable to any other. 
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As I have already indicated, the operation of the resumption law 
by the contraction it produces is to greatly depress every industrial 
enterprise; and one of its most obnoxious features is that it takes from 
the laboring-man, who has no other means of support for himself and 
family, the employment on which he depends for that support. The 
number of this class of unfortunates may be reckoned by hundreds 
of thousands, and must probably be still largely increased. Every 
year added to the duration of the existing crisis intensifies in an in- 
creased d their suffering and destitution. They are a class who 
especially deserve and have a just claim 2 the protection aud as- 
sistance of the Government to the utmost limit of its rightfal power. 

Labor lies at the foundation of all national prosperity. It is that 
which produces most of the legitimate wealth of the nation. In the 
true dignity of its character it is above all aristocracies and monopo- 
lies. The honest, industrious, and intelligent laborer is of the real no- 
bility of the land. He who toils upon the farm, or in the workshop, 
or in any other employment, however humble, has a just right to ex- 
pect and demand all the protection of the Government and the laws, 
and his rights should be shielded by every possible safı within 
the scope of proper legislation. A government which by a deliberate 
system of legislation in the interest of capital and at the expense of 
labor erects a gigantic monopoly of bondholders, largely composed 
of foreign millionaires who contribute ee the support of the 
government, but are constantly extracting its life-blood in the shape 
of gold interest, should not only be just to the home laborer who by 
that pernicious legislation and the contraction which it produces has 
been deprived of employment, but should extend to him all needful 
assistance within the rightful power of Congress. If the emanci- 
pated and enfranchised plantation negro of the South is, froni his 
ignorance and helplessness, entitled to be treated as the ward of the 
nation, the intelligent white laborer should receive consideration 
when the canses of his distress are directly traceable to the action of 
the Government. 

I am in favor of the repeal of this law, excepting the free-banking 
clause, because it was passed as a partisan measure without the sup- 

rt of a single democrat in either House, and was pressed through 
in hot haste with no opportunity for full discussion, and in one House 
under the of the previous question; because it is crude and im- 
perfect in its provisions and can only be made effectual, if at all, by 
continued and increased contraction, by which additional bankruptey 
and ruin are to be produced; because, if resumption under it is ac- 
complished, there is danger it will be only temporary and lead to 
new and still greater complications and disasters; because it is pre- 
mature and unwise until the condition of the trade and business of 
the country is prepared for it; and because it includes only the Gov- 
ernment and not the banks whose notes would constitute all the 
paper circulation of the country, which would be substantially irre- 
deemable. 

Instead of such resumption I am in favor of the remonetization 
and unlimited tender of silver, which from the foundation of the 
Government until 1874 has always been a constitutional legal-tender 
currency, which will greatly aid in producing resumption, and which 
was demonetized for the benefit and through the influence of the 
capitalists to give their bonds a still higher premium. I am also in 
favor of the Government issuing in proper and convenient denomina- 
tions an amount of greenbacks to be a full legal tender sufficient for 
the legitimate business wants of the country, convertible into Gov- 
ernment bonds payable in coin, and redeemable at the option of the 
holder in coin within a practicable time, to be substituted in part 
for the present outstanding legal-tenders and national-bank notes. 
I am also, in connection with the repeal of the resumption act and 
as a part of a general plan, in favor of such amendments of the na- 
tiopal-bank law as will abolish the Government tax upon their circu- 
lation and any unjust taxation of their deposits, if any exists, and 
give them the privilege of a circulation equal to the amount of their 
Government bonds, and make the rate of bank interest uniform at 
not more than 6 per cent. 3 

By this method justice will be done to all. The people will have 
a safe, uniform, legal-tender, specie-basis currency, in all respects 
equivalent to coin and free from constitutional objection ; all trouble 
about resamption will be at an end, the danger of periodical panics 
and revulsions comparatively removed, the industries of the country 
prag into new life, with all their attendant blessings, our bouded 
debt held abroad will largely return when needed as a basis for ad- 
ditional banking capital, red the banks receive in benefits a reason- 
able equivalent for any losses they will sustain. $ 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. E. G. LAPHAM, 


OF NEW YORK, 


In THE HOUSE OF -REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 16, 1877, 
On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. LAPHAM. Mr. Speaker, I will not, as some have done during 


14 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


this discussion, begin b; — I do not expect to influence the vote 
of any member on this floor to be given upon the pending question. 

It was a favorite saying of the late John Van Buren, of my State, 
that when a question of public interest or policy was submitted to 
him he always examined it with care, made up his mind what was 
right in respect to it, and then he was dis to think that every 
just-minded man would with him. Iam not without hope that 
in the brief space during which al 1 pe to occupy the attention of 
the House I may drop some word which will have its influence on 
the votes yet to be taken. 

In.the course of some remarks submitted by me in the Forty-fourth 
Con upon the bill which ig gorse to repeal the laws authorizing 
the formation of national ban aimed to show— 

First. That a paper currency was indispensable in the commercial 
transactions of this country, and the great object to be attained was 
to provide such a currency free from the dominion over its volume 
once exercised by the Bank of the United States, and which was one 
of-the main causes which led to the overthrow of that institution, 
and that such paper currency should at all times be convertible into 
coin at the pleasure of the holder and of equal value in all parts of 
the United States. 

Second. That issues of such paper by State banks were of doubtful 
constitutionality and wholly impracticable, 

Third. That the currency of the national banks is the best currency 
which has ever been adopted, which, while it avoids all the evils 
attributed to the Bank of the United States, yet secures all the ad- 
vantages claimed for that institution by its advocates. 

Fourth. That to give the General Government the power to issue 
such paper currency would leave the control of its volame in the 
hands of those to whom it should not be confided and subject the 
people to the dangerous and overshadowing influences exercised by 
the Bank of the United States, to say nothing as to the want of con- 
stitutional power to issue the same in time o 5 

The question of choice lies between Government issues of green- 
backs or legal-tender notes and the issue, by the authority of the 
Government, made by the national banks. 

That question is involved in the discussion upon the pending meas- 

the re of the third section of the resumption act, so called. 

If the -tender notes now outstanding are not to be redeemed 
according to the provisions of said act, and the day for their redemp- 
tion is to be indefinitely postponed, as the bill under consideration 
provides, no one can fail to see that the legal-tenders are to be con- 
tinned as the paper currency of the country, that they are to be sup- 

lemented by additional issues of like paper, and that the national- 
bank notes are to be retired, and those institutions blotted out. 

Indeed the hostility to national banks is openly avowed by the lead- 
ing advocates of the bill under consideration. I do not propose, Mr. 
Speaker, to enter upon a discussion at this time of the advantages 
and safety to the people of the system of national banks, That will 
be more Anope when a bill for the repeal of the laws creating 
them shall be under consideration. It is only necessary to say that 
they provide a currency which is absolutely safe to the bill-holder, of 
no value throughout the United States, and which will be convert- 
ible into coin on demand sọ soon.as the obstacle presented by the 
existence of the legal-tender notes is put out af the way. 

I propose, Mr. Speaker, very briefly to discuss the question as to 
the policy and propriety of continuing the legal-tender notes as the 
permanent paper currency of the country. Strange as it may seem, 
a very large portion of those now demanding the repeal of the re- 
sumption act and the continued permanency of Government paper 
are those who at the time the legal-tenders were authorized were 
seeking to destroy the Government which made the issue a necessity 

wing out of the war, and also those who denounced the law an- 
orizing the legal-tenders as unconstitutional, and predicted they 
would not be worth the paper upon which sce werh printed. These 
notes were issued as a necessary: measure for the support of the Gov- 
erninent care the war. Secretary Chase gave advice to the 
Congress that their issue could be justified and sustained upon that 
theory and no other. 

Every effort was made by the classes of persons to whom I have 
refe to discredit them. Yet, they were received by the soldiers 
of the Union Army in payment of theirdues. Capitalists in the loyal 
States were willing to trust the Government. The legal-tenders and 
the obligations for which they were afterward exchanged passed into 
circulation, and now those who confided in the security and furnished 
the “sinews of war” are denounced by the enemies of resumption 
and the new converts to the utility of the legal-tenders as “ bloated 
bondholders.” When the question of the constitutionality of the 
legal-tender notes first came before the Supreme Court it was held, 
by a majority of fiye to three, that they were unconstitutional and 
void. (Eprom vs.Griswold, 8 Wallace, 603.) This was in 1869. In 
1872, the question was again considered by that court, and a major- 
ity of five to four (the number of judges having been inc to 
nine) held that the act of making the nbacks a legal tender in 
payment of all debts was justified by the necessity of the case, (Legal- 
tender cases, 12 Wallace, 457.) 

Chief-Justice Chase, who delivered the opinion of the majority in 
the first and of the minority in the last case, said that, although when 
called upon by the Committee of Ways and Means he advised it was 


necessary, “Examination and reflection under more propitious cir- 


cumstances have satisfied me that this opinion was erroneous, and 
Ido not hesitate to declare it.“ Even without this change in his 
views, and as early as December, 1862, he stated in his annual report 
to Congress : 


As I understand the cases to which I have referred, the legal-tender 
2 ty given to the greenback was defended solely as a war measure. 
nd while it is conceded by all the judges that the United States 
has authority even now to make them a circulating medium, to pro- 
vide for their receipt in payment of dues to the Government, and for 
their redemption in coin or in bonds, yet the Government has not 
the power, except as a n war measure, to make such notes a 
legal tender in payment of private debts and to compel creditors to 
receive them in lien of coin, no matter what may be their value, un- 
less the contract shall expressly provide for such receipt. If it were 
necessary, Mr. Speaker, further to illustrate this view I could not do 
it more effective y than by quoting the words of Mr. Webster on the 
subject. In his speech on the joint resolution to ‘rescind the famous 
specie circular of July 11, 1836, delivered in the Senate on the 21st of 
December, 1836, he said : 
B r money, in its obnoxious sense, I understand issued on credi 
PR Aaa ital, Aithout funds ed for its pa: zah piega solely on tiio good 
F those who issue it. Such was the paper money of our 
5 z 8 
But, if we understand by the mone: i 
which constitutes a lawful Aer for debts As oo 83 er „ 
id and silver. Most unquestionably there 
tender in this country, under the au- 
thority of this Government or any other, ** gold and silver, either the coi of 
hest importance. The States are pro- 


V y This is a constitu’ 
—— e, — pia and of the very r 
bited from anything but gold and silver a tender in payment of debts, 
and, although no such express prohibition is applied to Congress, as 
75 700 sorted clear], sivina, to pradera og d blobs, pAg coin z 
a tender in tay ment of debts and in discharge of 88 * = 
Mr. Speaker, this was the language used by Mr. Webster, while at 
the same time he was advocating the receipt of the notes of specie- 
paying State banks for customs and other Government Aues and the 
adoption of the joint resolution of Senator Ewing, of Ohio, looking to 
that end. Paper money of the State banks increased about 
$40,000,000 in two years, and the opponents of the specie circular 
insisted such paper should be received by the Government, of which 
polloy the Senator from Ohio was a distinguished advocate. The 
onorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EWING | who introduced the bill 
in gestion is an inflationist by descent as well as by conviction. 
. Speaker, if there were no legal or constitutional objection to 
this currency thereare other considerations equally controlling against 
rpetuating it, as the act under consideration proposes. The act of 
8 3, 1863, is entitled “ An act to provide ways and means for the 
support of the Government.” 

t authorized the loan of $300,000,000 in that year and $600,000,000 
in the next year, and to issue therefor coupon or registered bonds. 
It also authorized the issue of four hundred million Treasury notes 
bearing interest payable not exceeding three years from date. 

It also e ee the Secretary of the Treasury, if required by the 
exigencies of the public service, &., to issue $150,000,000 of United States 
notes, which were made a legal-tender for all debts public and pri- 
vate, except for duties on imports and interest on the public debt, &c. 

By the act of March 18, 1869, the faith of the United States was 
solemnly pledged to „ in coin or its equivalent of all the 
obligations of the Uni tates known as United States notes, &c., 
and also to make provision at the earliest practicable period for the 
redemption of the United States notes in coin. Following up this 
pledge, the act of 1875 was passed, fixing the Ist day of January, 
1879, as the day when the legal-tender notes shall be paid in coin. 
Why should these solemn pledges to the genis creditors be now vio- 
lated? One reason assigned is that the Government will not be able 
to redeem them, as there is not and will not be sufficient coin for that 


T This assumes that they will all be presented for payment or re- 
demption at once. No such event is probable or scarcely possible. 
The moment they are 2 to par with coin no reason will 
exist for such di and the convenience of creditors will control 
their action and induce them not to make the demand for conversion. 
Under the State-bank system in New York the banks were authorized 
to issue. $2 of notes for $1 of capital stock. And it was found by 
experience that the fund was ample in ordinary times for the payment 
of such notes in coin as fast as called for. 

By the operation of this act the national-bank notes will also be 
e to par with coin, and this will afford another reason why 
the payman of United States notes will not be demanded. By this 
act ing is made free, and only $30 of legal-tenders are to be 
retired for every $100 of increase of the notes of national banks. 
It provides for an expansion instead of a contraction of the currency. 

pon the faith of this legislation and the solemn pledge contained 
in it, vast rights have been acquired, and to repudiate it now would 
subject us not on to the imputation of bad faith but place the Gov- 
ernment of the United States in the front ranks of repudiators. 
Mr. Speaker, the legal-tender notes have existed quite too long with- 
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out the performance of the promise they contain. They are repudi- 
ated and é dishonored every hour they exist. They are the chief ob- 
stacle to the payment of the national-bank notes in coin. 

But, sir, to take the step proposed by the bill in question is to de- 
scend to a lower depth, one which will cover us with shame and 
expose the credit and honor of the nation 

To bitter scorn a sacrifice 
And grinning infamy. 

If this work is to be done, sir, it must be by other hands than 
those of the great State I have the honor in part to represent on this 
floor. She has abundant reasons for opposing this bill, The State 
of New York furnishes a large share of the revenues for the payment 
of the nation’s obligations. Her means were lavishly po into the 
lap of the nation in the hour of its greatest peril. As soon as the act 
providing for the resumption of specie payments was 3 
the Legislature of New York enacted a law in the following words: 

ts on all contracts or obligations payable in this 
Ri “Stato ~ 3 January 1, 1579. Fasse March 22, 1875. 

SECTION 1. All taxes levied and confirmed in this State on and after January 1, 

1879, shall be collected in gold, United States gold certificates, or national-bank 


notes which are redeemable in gold on demand. 

“Sec. 2. contract or ob made or implied after January 1, 1879, paya- 
blo in dollars but not in a specified kind of dol! shall be payable in United 
States coin of the standard of weight and established when the contract 


or obligation shall have been made or implied. 


This law was approved by Governor Tilden, It was one of the 
chief elements of his strength as a candidate for the Presidency in 
my State in the late contest. The voice of her people thus early pro- 
claimed her adherence to a policy of national honor and faith. Sir, 
if we enact this bill into a law without something for their relief, the 
tax-payers of New York will be compelled to go into the coin market 
and purchase, as best they may, the means with which to discharge 
their obligations. The act quoted was the expression of the deliber- 
ate conviction of her people as to the policy of resumption and as to 
the wisdom of adopting the national-bank notes as the paper cur- 
rency of the country. 

Her example may be scoffed at and derided. Inflamed by the mad- 
ness of the hour a majority of this House may determine to discard 
her policy and plunge us into the maelstrom of repudiation and dis- 
honor, Yet I have faith to believe the proposed law will not reach 
its r aud that the nation’s good faith will yet be pre- 
served. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. L. BRENTANO, 


OF ILLINOIS, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday, November 16, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide fur the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. BRENTANO. Mr. Speaker, all the arguments which I have 
heard and read in this debate seem to me more directed inst the 
passage of the resumption act than in favor of its repeal. They seem 
to me to bear more upon the lex ferenda than u the ler lata. At 
the present moment it is not the question whether we shall enact or 
not enact the resumption act, but whether we shall wipe out the law 
as it bas been enacted on the 14th of January, 1875, and as it stands 
upon the statute-book, It is not the question if it was wise to enact 
the law and to proclaim solemnly to the world and to the holders of 
the non-interest-bearing evidences of indebtedness of the Government 
that on a certain day the Government would redeem those promises 
to pay, but whether after we have made such solemn proclamation 
and assumed a new obligation we shall now retract all we have pro- 
claimed and all we have promised; whether we shall now say that 
we are either unable or unwilling to keep our promises made in the 
most solemn manner. I agree with my coll e from Illinois, [ Mr. 
HENDERSON, ] who a few days ago stated on this floor that if he had 
been a member of Congress when the resumption bill was passed he 
would have voted against it. And, in my judgment, the resumption 
act, fixing a certain day four years ahead when the greenback should 
be redeemed in specie, should not have been passed; in my judgment 
the passage of that law was unwise and embarrassing. 

In matters of finance I believe in a policy of inactivity. I believe 
in keeping the doctors away and leaving the patient to the operation 
of his natural resonrces, just as in a great many cases of bodily sick- 
ness it is the better plan to give nature a chance to recover strength 
aud work the cure of the diseased parts of the body. There was a 
time when we had to pay two hundred and eighty-three cents to buy 
a gold dollar, or the value of a gold dollar in labor or produce. In 
the course of time, as the national credit recuperated, our currency 
without much, if any, legislation improved steadily, and to-day the 
premium on gold, notwithstanding t of the silver bill in 
this House, is only two cents and a fraction. If experience teaches 
us a lesson it is certainly that it is the better policy not to doctor the 
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finances too much, but let them adjust themselves; and if we will 
3 this policy now I hardly doubt that, even before the day fixed 

y law for the redemption of our non-interest-bearing promissory 
notes, our nbacks may have reached the same purchasing power 
which gold has now. 

But just as it might have been better and wiser not to enact the 
resumption law, the repeal of which is now clamored for in this 
Honse and out of it, so it seems to me to be a better and more just 
pry to let the law as it stands upon the statute- book be undisturbed 
1 further my eet ion. For our commerce, for our industry, and for 

kinds of business, r more detrimental, nothing more 
dangerous than uncertainty. How can the merchant and business 
man prosper who, when he orders an invoice of goods or enters into 
any business speculation, does not know what the debt-paying power 
of our currency will be at the time when his notes will me due 
and payable. His operations cannot be conducted on a safe basis, his 
calculations cannot be relied upon, and he must risk the fluctuations 
of the money market, the difference between the purchasing power 
of the currency at the time of entering into the contract, and the 
debt-paying power at the time when the obligations of his contract 
become due. 

But, Mr. Speaker, in the present status of the legislation, it is not 
the question if it was good policy to enact the resumption law, but 
we have to consider the p repeal from a legal or constitutional 
stand-point. We have to inquire if we have the power to nnmake 
to-day what a former Congress has made. And here I have my 
serious doubts as to the constitutionality of the pro measure. 
Even Con is not omnipotent; the powers of the legislative 
branch of the Government are not absolute; they are restricted by 
the Constitution; they are restricted by the principles of justice and 
morality.as practiced by all civilized nations. The question which 
we have first to meet is whether this matter is not already out of our 
hand and whether we have the power to revoke the act which 
78 the Government to resume specie payment on a certain day. 

What has been the legal status of our greenbacks since the enact- 
ment of the resumption law and what was it before the 14th day of 
January, 18757 

If we look at the face of the greenbacks, we find that they are in 
the form of negotiable promissory notes, the United States promising 
to pay the bearer a certain amount of dollars, without fixing the day 
when that payment shall be made—therefore, at sight, at presonta- 
tion,ondemand. These promissory notes of the Government, clothed 
with the qualifications of legal tender for all public and private debts, 
except for the interest of our bonds, which were payable in coin, were 
at once partly repudiated by the Government, which refused to re- 
ceive them in payment of duties on imports. The debt so created in 
a time when the existence of the nation was at stake has all the qual- 
ifications of a forced loan. The Government was, before the law of 
January 14, 1875, had been enacted, bound by its promises to pay the 
bearer the stipulated amount, but failed to fulfill its obligations based 
upon the contract with its creditors. Now come the United States, 
and by the law of January 14, 1875, stipulate that they will fulfill 
the promises made long ago, but never made good, on a certain fu- 
ture day. Did the United States by that law assume another obli- 

ation, an obligation which had not existed before? By no means. 

he United States through their constitutionally constituted authori- 
ties extended themselves their notes, and the creditors, the holders 
of those notes, quietly acquiesced in the new promise, and approved 
the extension of the time. The matter stands now so. 

The United States, in consideration that the holders of the green- 
backs will wait four years longer for their payment, promise to make 
payment on a certain day. Here we have a contract in all the form 
which the law prosen one a contract made in the most solemn form, 
embodied in a law enacted by the legislative and approved by the 
executive branch of the Government. What does now the proposed 
repeal of the resumption act mean? It means the breach of a con- 
tract; it means the impairing of the obligation of a contract. The 
obligation in this contract between the United States and their ered- 
itors, the holders of the 8 is in the promise to pay a certain 
sum on a certain day. The Constitution forbids the passage of any 
law impairing the obligation of contracts,and any law which is u 
deviation from the terms of the contract by postponing the period 
of performance which it prescribes impairs its obligation. Now, 
when three-fourths of the time allotted for the redemption of the 
notes has elapsed, it is proposed to retract that promise and to repeal 
a solemn law embodying a solemn contract! 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what would you say, if a private citizen whose 
promissory, negotiable note you bold, would shortly before it be- 
comes due come and say: 2 I have promised to pay this 
note in four weeks from to-day, I have now changed my mind; it 
might be inconvenient to me; it might embarrass me to take up my 
note on the certain day on which I have promised to pay, and there- 
fore I repeal my promise to pay on the stipulated day. I may pay 
you on some future day or even not at all. Sucha private individual 
would not only be considered by mankind a dishonest man, he would 
not only lose his honor and forfeit his standing in the community, 
and his credit, but the law would give a remedy to compel him to ful- 
fill his obligation. The United States are not suable on any contracts 
made by them, but nevertheless the contract is obligatory upon the 
United States, and a law made to annul that obligation would clearly 
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be a law impairing the obligation of a contract, and therefore be in 
violation of the contract. 

I call your attention, Mr. S er, to the law of 1873, declaring that 
the bonds of the United States shall be paidin coin. It is this: a 
unilateral declaration of the United States, made in the solemn form 
of a law of Congress to the holders of those bonds, just as the law of 
1875 is a unilateral declaration of the United States made in the 
solemn form of a law of Congress to the holders of the greenbacks. 
Now, I ask, does anybody believe that the law of 1873, which promises 
to the creditors of the bonded debt of the United States payment in 
coin, can be re ? Ido not think that there is any man in this 
country who entertains such an opinion. But if that law cannot be 
repealed without violating the constitutional principle that no obli- 
gation of a contract shall impaired, how can Congress repeal the 
resumption act without committing a breach of tlie Constitution 
which is intrusted to its safe-keeping ? 

But not only the contract between the United States and their 
creditors, but also all the contracts entered into between private in- 
dividuals after the passage of the resumption act and to be execu- 
ted and fulfilled after January 1, 1879, would be impaired by such a 
repealing law, inasmuch as the money promised to be paid by such a 
contract would be of a quite different c ter from t which was 
stipulated, namely, an irredeemable currency, instead of a currency 
couvertible into the coin of the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that the repeal of the resumption 
law would not only be a violation of the moral obligations of the 
United States towards their creditors, but an act in direct violation 
of the highest law of the land, and for this reason I feel compelled 
to vote against the bill. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. S. L. MAYHAM, 


OF NEW YORK, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 16, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 205) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. MAYHAM. Mr. Speaker, I had not intended to participate in 
the discussion of the important financial question involved in this 
bill, but had determined sonny and without comment to record my 
vote against the repeal of the third section of the reanmption act of 
1875, believing that in so doing I would be maintaining the plighted 
faith of this Government, and doing what I could to avert what ap- 
pears to me will be the n and inevitable co uence of its 
repeal—want of confidence, and renewed and ine disturbance 
of the business interests of the country and increased distress in all 
the departments of industry and commerce. 

But the turn this debate has taken, and the attempt that has been 
made to charge all the financial ills of this country upon the demo- 
cratic party by those agreeing with me in opposing the repeal of this 
resumption clause, impel me briefly to explaii my vote and relieve 
myself before this House and the country from the implied inference 
that I indorse such a charge and admit its correctness, So far from 
doing so, I hold and charge that most of our present financial ills are 
clearly traceable to the vicious and mistaken financial policy of this 
Government when all its departments, executive, legislative, and 
Judiciary were in the absolute control of the republican party in this 

ntry. 

Bat, hr. Speaker, this is not now a political question, The repeal 
of the resumption act is a question which divides the political parties 
of the country, as is manifest by the fact that we see the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. HEWITT] and the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
GARFIELD] together opposing this bill, and the gentleman from Obio 
[Mr. Ew1nc] and tho gentleman from Pennsyivania [Mr. KELLEY) 
its earnest advocates. 

Nor is it a sectional measure which necessarily arrays section 
against section because we see earnest and honest men of both parties 
in the West and East, North and Sonth, dividing and taking opposite 
sides on this measure. I have listeued with regret to the attempt in 
this discussion to invoke sectional and local passion and prejudice 
from the West and South. 

I do not believe, sir, that gentlemen in their deliberate moments 
will be willing to admit that they are influenced in this matter by 
any hostility to Wall street, or that gentlemen from the East have 
any sectional opposition to the West or South. It would be a calam- 
ity to the country at which all will stand appalled if sectional 
prejudices in enter and disturb the harmony of these national 
counsels. The sad and fearful consequences of sectional strife have 
been too keenly feit, and are too fresh in the recollections of the 
ple, not to be looked upon with fearful apprehensions by them. 

The question under discussion is not, therefore, sectional, nor can 

be termed partisan. It is onc of finance, which pertains to the com- 
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mon good of the whole country and about which the le of the 
United States honestly differ ino inion. PPE 

Sir, I trace all these financial ills to the act of Congress passed in 
February, 1862, and the kindred acts which followed. That act which 
authorized the issue of greenback or legal-tender currency, as it 
was called, and the contemporaneous issue of bonds redeemable in 
the legal-tender currency, was the t demonetizing act which 
demonetized both gold and silver. By it both gold and silver wero 
shorn in this country of their character as standards of value and were 
made articles of commerce. From that day they became but mer- 
chandise, and the merchant, farmer, mechanic, and business man, 
in looking over the 5 and bulletin, looked first for the 
price of gold and silver. e greatest good that can now be done 
to this country and its business interest, in my judgment, is to remou- 
eee ben and silver by the 3 = the eee possible mo- 
ment, of specie payment, an in making these precious metals 
stan of value Totana of cin of 8 

It was by this act of demonetization of gold and silver that the 
bauble of inflation was engendered, and by it, as the legitimate off- 
shoot of that policy, that false and fictitious values were created and 
a spirit of speculation was engendered in the Northern and Eastern 
States, in which the legal-tender currency first circulated, which 
turned the heads of business men, by means of which men sought 
to amass colossal fortunes without honest labor, by making corners 
on gold and currency and other gambling devices in the credit of the 
country, the memory of which is a reproach to our people and ought 
to be a warning to us in the fature. The cry of every man was, Let 
me be quickly rich; let the golden stream be quick and violent; 
and to accomplish that one desire all rushed heedlessly into specula- 
tion, and many into debt, in the purchase of lands, merchandise, and 
stock at fictitious prices, only to suffer disaster and ruin when prices 
should gravitate to the standard of gold and silver, as all admit they 


must. 
I believe it is agreed at this time, by all at least who oppose a re- 
l of the resumption clause of 1875, That inflation of the circulat- 
ing medium beyond that represented by the real and redeemable 
power of the country is unwise; and that any considerable expansion 
yond that standard is pernicious and destructive to the best inter- 
ests of the country. If this be truc—and I assume that it will not 
be denied by any who oppose the repeal of the resumption clanse— 
then it is fair to presume that the great bulk of our financial ills 
which at present so afflict the country may be traced back to that 
most radical and extraordinary inflation act that was ever in tho 
financial history of this nation adopted by the Government. I refer, 
sir, to the act of February 25, 1862, which authorized the Secretary 
of the Treasury to issue $150,000,000 of irredeemable nbacks or 
legal-tender notes, and the W authority to issue, and the 
issue pursuant to that authority, of many millions more of the same 
kind of currency, and at the same time the provision of law which 
made that currency legal and lawful money, receivable in payment 
of all debts, public and private, except the interest on the public 
debt and the payment of duties on imports. 

Sir, if the Government is not now able to meet its obligations, it is 
because of that unprecedented act of inflation. It is hardly neces- 
sary to refer here to the effect produced by that act. It is within the 
memory of all who are here present; and its effect could not have 
escaped the observation of any thoughtfal man, and must be still 
fresh in the memory of all. Who does not remember the wild and 
visionary schemes of speculation that sprang up in all parts of the 
conntry? Who has forgotten the vain imaginings of almost all 
classes that they had at last found the philosopher's stone, and that 
by its magic touch everything was turned into wealth ? 

Values not real but imaginary sprung as if hy magic to double and 
even treble and qnadruple their original and true standard when 
e by the standard of value in use in the civilized commercial 
world. : 

The irredeemable currencies shrank to less than one-half their par 
or nominal value in gold; and the consequence was that-gold floated 
like water from our country or sank into the dark, deep recesses of 
the vaults of the miser, to be hoarded and withdrawn from basiness. 
The only carrency that was left for this country with which to pur- 
chase the supplies for the immense Army at that time in the field 
was that depreciated, diluted, and inflated currency of the country. 
The only currency with which the creditor could be paid his debt, 
even thongh antecedently contracted, was this depreciated and at 
that time irredeemable 5 A Thus by legislative enactment was 
repudiated one-half of the indebtedness of the country, public and 
private. The consequence was that the holders of gold could go into 
the markets and with $1 of their gold buy between two and three 
dollars in Government bonds or nbacks. 

This, sir, was the first great cial wrong and crime that was 

rpetrated by the republican party in the way of congressional 

egislation upon finance. I will not stop here to discuss the effect of 
this great wrong upon the country. Its effect will and must be felt 
by generations yet unborn; and when all who now live in this 
conntry shall have paid their last debt to nature the debt contracted 
by this great financial wrong will rest like an incubus upon their 
posterity, unless repudiation (which ow. heaven avert) shall before 
that time wipe it from the accounts of the country. 

But this is not the only financial wrong which the republican leg 
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islation of Con inflicted upon this people. After the bonds had 
been sold and the legal.tender currency had been put in cirenlation 
at such ruinous rates of discount, there came up before Cong:ess the 
mighty army*of bondholders, I will not say “fair as the moon” or 
“clear as the sun,” but I will say “terrible as an army with banners,” 


demanding that the faith and credit of this country required that 
these bonds, although by their terms payable in the legal currency of 
the country, and although the greenback was by this vicious legisla- 


tion to which I have referred made the legal currency of the country, 
should be paid in gold coin or its equivalent. This was the second 
great financial wrong perpetrated by republican legislation. 

True the holders of these bonds had paid but from 35 to 50 per 
cent. of their par value in gold at the time of their purchase ; true 
they had been poroa by special immunity from taxation; yet, ac- 
cording to the logic of these financial solons, the credit of the coun- 
try demanded that they should be paid iu gold coin or its equivalent. 
This act was the first that passed the Forty-first Congress and had 
the euphoneons, taking, and patriotic title of A bill to strengthen 
the public credit.” It passed of course, and the bonds that had been 
bought at 30 and 50 per cent. went up to par and beyond at one 

nd. 


bou 

The people who were the debtor class were thus called upon to pay 
at par in gold, and in some instances before maturity, the bond to the 
holder for which they had not received fall value, but for which the 
holder had paid them only 50 per cent. when the same was issued. 
This left unprovided for the legal-tender currency that was floating 
from hand to handas money. hat was the next act in the interest 
of the bondholdert The bonds were to be paid in gold or its equiv- 
alent, but at that time silver according to the standard value as fixed 
by law was the equivalent of gold. The bondholder wanted gold, 
and in 1873 another demand was made for the demonetization of 
silver. This was by some kind of necromancy, asit is said, 
throngh Congress and became a law, 

I cannot charge that it was the result of fraud or unfair legislation ; 
but certain it was that the subject had not been discussed, and a large 
sbare of the American people were entirely ignorant of its passage or 
existence until the proposition was discussed in Congress for the 
coinage of a silver subsidiary coin. It had passed and was a law, and 
the people bowed to its behest. 

In 1875 Congress l the act under consideration. Sir, if I had 
been called to vote on that law at the time it was enacted I should 
most certainly have voted against it. But it passed and became a 
law and has since then been on the statute-book, indicating the policy 
of the country to return to specie payment. It has been by the stern 
and hard process of contraction, that which is always sure to follow 
expansion and inflation, that the currency of the country has appre- 
ciated so that it is now almost equal in value to gold. 

The agony is now nearly over. The country has suffered all the 
evils incident to expansion and inflation and of a retain to a sound 
financial basis. With the proper and judicious remonetization of 
silver I entertain no doubt that, unless some unwise or injudicious 
legislation shall be enacted here to weaken public confidence, resump- 
tion will by the laws of trade, under the influence of restored conti- 
dence, ere long become an accomplished fact. 

With this belief, and entertaining these views, I cannot now 
consistent with my own convictions of duty vote to do what I fear 
will destroy or weaken public confidence, again unsettle values, and 
prea a relapse of all the evils and agonies of the financial disor- 

ers which have so long and so fatally affected the prosperity of the 
country. 

The promise has been made to the ear, let us not break it to the 
hope or heart. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. ROBERT M. KNAPP, 


OF ILLINOIS, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 16, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No..805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled An act 
for the resumptibn of specie payments. 


Mr. KNAPP. Mr. Speaker, after long, protracted suffering the ad- 
vent of anew era, an era of general political reform and consequent 
reviving prosperity, is approaching. It will be curious matter for 
speculation in the future, how a people so advanced in material civil- 
ization should have drifted so far from safe moorings as we have dur- 
ing the convulsions of the last seventeen years. Possessed of every 
resource to make individual and national wealth easily accessible and 
permanent, the present attitude of affairs can only have resulted from 
criminal stupidity and inexcusable misgovernment. With a country 
the development of the agricultural resources of which would alone 
require a population ten times greater than now.occupy it, with unlim- 
ited deposits of precious me and inexhaustible beds of coal, iron, 


lead, m, salt, and indeed everything to promote and sustain 
ublic and iudividual welfare, distributed over our whole extent, we 
nd the country and people prostrate and a large mass of the most 
valuable class of mankind unable to procure labor and therefore suf- 
fering for the ordinary necessities of life, 

, Mr. Speaker, briefly to consider the causes prominently 
contributing to these unhappy results. For four years of this period 
reason had nothing to do with the government of our affairs; all the 
worst passions of human nature were summoned into existence by the 
bloody civil conflict that enthralled us, and as a consequence the 
most selfish, ambitious, and dangerous class rioted in the blood and 
treasure of the people. The change from actual conflict to apparent 
peace represents the other era of these years of misgovernment, in 
which, while tho element of destruction was perhaps playing a less 
conspicuous part against the people, revenge and proscription, both 
party and sectional, controlled those in anthority. As a consequence 
all our internal-trade relations underwent a change during these con- 
vulsions. If like the older states of the world our resources in agri- 
culture, in minerals, in manufactures, and the other great pursuits 
that contribute to the welfare of mankind had been developed, this 
would not necessarily have followed, but over all our broad extent 
self-sustaining, undeveloped resources existed, that rendered each 
locality independent of the other, and thus the sectional contest com- 
pelled each locality to change the direction of its labor, and the reci- 

rocity of trade, that had wn from natural laws, laws governing 
n time of repose, through three-quarters of a century of harmony at 
home, was stricken from existence. 

Before the war the Northwest supplied the cotton and tobacco pro- 
ducing States with bread and meat, and the energies of the South 
were devoted to the culture of the great reliable exporting staples. 
During the war a morbid demand was created by the non-producing 
soldier for the surplus of the Northwest, and the South was forced to 
abandon the production of the great staples and forced to produce 
the common necessaries of life. Since the war the South, with her 
whole social condition changed and their labor organization and 
property destroyed, has been unable to re-organize it on a basis for 
the profitable production of cotton, tobacco, rice, and sugar, and 
hus 3 competitors at home and abroad of the Northwest, in 
the production of cereals and meats, the Northwest thus losing its 
most reliable customers in the peaceful times of the past. This vio- 
lent disruption of the order of internal trade is one of the fruitful 
sources of the general distress in the country; and the effort of our 
people to accommodate themselves to the new order of affairs by rapid 
process has made us the victim of the policies and interests of the 
older purchasing societies of the world. Not only have we been at 
the mercy of foreign states in our efforts to rehabilitate our internal- 
trade relations, but the war in its excessive money demands subjected 
the country to the control of the money-holder, both at home and 
abroad. All our legislation, State and national, has followed their 
dictation, and the remorseless rule of avarice has been the mainspring 
of public action. 

The instrumentalities resorted to during this period to create a 
foreign and home coalition against the public welfare is an interest- 
ing subject to investigate, and I hope a rapid review of them will 
not be uninteresting. 

First, we find a floating debt created by the war, non-interest 
bearing. Next, a bonded interest-bearing debt, exempted from tax- 
ation, to absorb the floating debt and to provide for future contingen- 
cies, Next, a national-banking system, to give this bonded interest- 
bearing, tax-exempted debt ter usefulness at home, securing to 
the banker 6 per cent. in gold annually interest on a bond that was 
purchasable in the market at from 33} to 50 per cent. in gold of its 
representative value, thus making the people pay from 12 to 13 per 
cent. per annum gold interest on a gold loan, and establishing an over- 
shadowing co-operative money monopoly, destined and intended to 
absorb and control the capital, the credits and the industry and trade 
of the country. This is the home side of the coalition. The owner- 
ship of nearly all the remaining amount of the bonded debt repre- 
sents the foreign partnership in the coalition. 

The coalition consummated, let us follow their insidious processes 
of patie robbery. The principal of the debt by legal construction 
and from every consideration of justice was payable in paper issued 
upon the faith and credit of the Government. 

Having already extorted from the people from 12 to 18 per cent. 
gold interest on a gold loan, they deemed it expedient and knew it 
profitable to so order legislation that the principal of the debt should 
also be extorted from the people in gold. Then commenced thut pa- 
triotic inspiration of the coalition to Wiggs the publie honor and 
the public credit that was hallooed from every shaving-shop and 
every national bank, and reverberated from the shores of Germany 
and Les Sate maintained to justify this intended robbery of our peo- 
ple, and legislation through these iustrumentalities was procured that 
absorbed near a thousand millions of our substance. 

Investigation will demonstrate the fact that our financial legislation 
daring these periods has been suggested and controlled by foreign 
money-dealers having no sympathy for our institutions and no in- 
terest in our welfare; that our legislation instead of proceeding, as 
upon theory it shonld, in the interest of the ple, has been submit- 
ted to the merciless control of the foreign Shylock, sustained by the 
irresistible money combinations of the national banking system. 
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ayment, for the consummation of the evil Lge, facile legislators 
is complete. My only purpose is to show the peop e the devious ways 
by which this wrong has been consummated, and explain the canses 
that have manacled the industries, destroyed values, and prostrated 
the country, and that our financial legislation is another fruitful 
source of the calamities which are witnessed at almost every fireside 
in the land. Forde financial intervention enco the demone- 
tization of silver. The national-banking system sustains this policy, 
while every dictate of interest and common sense suggests that we 
give value to our own production by extending its usefulness and 
consumption. 

Foreign financial policies and foreign money-dealers will control 
all our material interests unless the national-banking system that 
makes our financial control easily accessible to them be destroyed. 
The remedy and only remedy is in their extirpation. 

The subject-matter of the pending proposition represents another 
of the nefarious expedients of capital to take absolute control of all 
the great interests of the country. During the period of inflation 
created by the fiush times of the war, values of every character ap- 
preciated correspondingly with the expansion and consequent depre- 
ciation of the greenback. Following this, speculation in every line 
of trade and in all kinds of property was inevitable and universal. 
The ordinary attendant of speculation, individual eredit, was inflated, 
and individual debt largely governed the business transactions of the 
people. A wise and humane policy would have suggested and afforded 
every facility for an easy return to the normal condition of affairs 
after the canses that produced the speculative spirit had passed away ; 
but the whole administration of affairs being under the domination 
of bankers and money-dealers at home and abroad, having no interest 
in the people and no sympathy for our institutions, every grinding 
expedient that avarice could invent was resorted to to make a dollar 
weigh more than the blood of the laborer or the brain of the pro- 
ducer. A howl for specie resumption was the consequence, 

They not only demanded the pound of flesh that was nominated in 
the bond, but they wanted it speedily, and pursued that intent 
remorselessly, without regard to the human suffering it entailed. 
Then it was, after the passage of the resumption act of 1875, that 
the before that time hidden hand that had n wielding the des- 
tinies of forty millions of people came in public view; then it was 
that the ruin their policy had created was witnessed by wrecks in pub- 
lic and private enterprise, wrecks in mercantile pursuits, in agricul- 
tural pursuits, in manufacturing pursuits, wrecks on every square inch 
of the highways of tradeand wrecks around almost every fireside in the 
land; then it was that the demand for labor, through the influence of 
the frightful rule of these Shylocks, was less than the supply, and the 
wail of hunger was added to the general calamity. Decent adminis- 
tration would not only have provided our present population with 
plenty, but with assured 5 for the future. Then it was the 
tramps became one of our social exhibitions, and strikes threatening 
the whole political fabric convulsed and endangered our security. 
With labor plenty, and ordinarily decent administration would have 
secured it, the tramp would yet be unknown in our political prob- 
lem, and strikes would never have assumed the magnitude to threaten 
our repose; but starving men and women and starving offspring 
fighting for bread are the legitimate fruit of the resumption act of 
1875 and the policies that 8 it since control of our finances 
were submitted to foreign Shylocks and their agents in the East, and 
their abettors in the national-banking system at home. 

Then it was for the first time in American history for the pro- 
tection of social and political forms it became our duty to call 
upon American soldiers to shoot down men, women, and children 
starving for bread, How much more efficient would the lesson be for 
our future and how much more excusable its results if the same mis- 
siles that drank the life-blood of the starving people could have 
ended the scoundrels who had inaugurated and pursued the policies 
that destroyed them. It has, however, produced one good result: has 
taught these ghouls that fostering the dollar at the expense of the 
public welfare and at the expense of shedding blood may not be the 
most secure way to make it grow or preserve it. Their cowardly ap- 

` prehensions of personal security or loss from overrapacity will in 
ese future be one of the safeguards against these vampires in our 
midst. 

Realizing as I do, Mr. Speaker, the duty to repudiate violence, 
however grinding the policies may have been that produced it, I am 
not unaware that it is as well the duty of the public servant to ex- 
pee those policies to public view and hold their authors responsible. 

ill it then be inappropriate to refer to the specilic conditions that 
3 the strikes? In doing this I shall assume, for I believe it 

emonstrable, that they all had theirinception in the misgovernment 


of our wee interests. 

During the period of inflation railroads were making enormous re- 
turns on their stock and bondissue. The owners of the stock, instead 
of preserving the profits for the inevitable reaction, inangurated a 
system of robbery that has figured largely in the general ruin and 
incapacitated those who governed them in this time of depression 
from proper remuneration of labor. I refer to what is commonly 
denominated watering of stocks, which means making the debt of 
their organizations, without regard to their real cost, commensurate 
with the interest paying capacity of their profits. If 20 per cent, 
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I do not refer to this, Mr. Speaker, to change the present policy of 


profit on the stock issue was realized, and 10 per cent. interest, was 
all desired by the stockholders the stock debt was doubled in amouut 


by the directors with the view of absorbing the surplus production 
of profit. The object to be attained by stock-wateringmanipulation 
was to give the large stockholder and the ruling officials the power 
to steal the surplus profits. Knowledge of the returns being in the 
official and heavy stockholder, they combined to decrease its valne 
and secure all the remainder outstanding that was accessible. To 
accomplish this capital and misrepresentations of officials were re- 
sorted to, and through these instrumentalities the stock of the honest 
and unwary was secured. The board of directors then voted an ad- 
ditional issue to represent the overproduction, and they, with the 
stockholders in the ring, keted the profits, thereby creating a 
een E against the carrying of products that was not represented 
by outlay to facilitate the management or increase the carrying 
capacity of the rouds, and compelling the corn, meat, and wheat 
producer in the carrying of their products for all time to come to 
pay the interest on this fraudulent debt. 

Having thus briefly shown some of the most prominent of the 
causes that have stricken down our prosperity, and shown that the 
Government had drifted to the control of irresponsible thieves, will 
it be inappropriate to recur briefly to the remedies that suggest 
themselves to protect society from like. results in the future, Tho 
first and overshadowing necessity is the abolition of the national- 
banking system ; for whenever prosperity dawns, the power it wields 
to control capital will be exerted to build np monopolies and subor- 
inate every valuable interest to its control. Our security rests inthe 
power to act independently of the money policies of the older states of 
the world. We have in our great undeveloped material resources all 
the elements to secure independence of their dictation, but whenour 
whole financial internal machinery is by protective national legisla- 
tion constructed into co-operative control and affected by like inter- 
ests and instantly accessible from the interior to the oceans, the 
credits as well as the real capital become the instruments of this 
monstrous machinery, and every great interest must bow to its de- 
crees; and being made the agent of alliance with the money-cen- 
tralizing influences of the outside world, it is the minion of their 
will, and the only hope for the future rests in their breaking up root 
and branch. In times past some of our localities would proper whilo 
others were suffering, but its rule means a general calamity when 
they order it, and means the substitution of a central money despo- 
tism for a republic. Money is powerful without protection, and the 
only security the people and the industries have against its encroach- 
ments rests in reposing its control in as many conflicting interests 
and different localities as ible ; the more independent interests or 
individuals and localities holding control of moneys and credits, the 
more competition for its sale and the greater security for free insti- 
tution. 

Let me not be misunderstood. Immediate abolition of national 
banks would create great financial convulsion, They should be given 
ample time to get their households in order for a new and honest 
deal. National-bank issue should be absorbed by issues of Govern- 
ment circulation in amount equivalent to those retired, and with this 
issue the interest-paying bond now payable at the option of the Gov- 
ernment should be taken up so far as the issue would go, thus saving 
to a tax-ridden and distressed ple many millions annually. 1 
know that money metaphysicians try to delude us into the belief 
that it is better to pay interest on a debt than to have a debt with- 
out interest, but they cannot reason me into such a conclusion, nor 
can they further rob the masses by such folly. It is time, when 
humanity is suffering, to think something of their woes. The banker 
must be driven from the national conncils to preside hereafter over 
his cent-per-cent machine and gorge his greed without the aid of 
national or State legislation. 

Another step necessary is immediate and unconditional repeal of 
the squeezing machine created to crush the bones of the people, passed 
in 1875, dubbed the “resumption act.“ Many a 5 that was 
bright and hopefal then are its victims, and desolate and hopeless 
now; many a hive of industry whero men, women, and children 
labored, has closed its doors under the iron weight begotten by it, 
and many an imp of avarice seated on his fast increasing h ap of 
ill-gotten gains has grinned with satanic joy over its deadly work. 
Down with it! for it is the child of the lowest and most debasing of 
all human passions, and with its downgoing and the dethronement 
of its creatures the hum of industry and the song of the happy will 
enliven localities now cheerless. 

Another step looking to the people's welfare and the overthrow of 
the home and foreign money despots that are gorging our substance 
is the remonetization of silver. The earth in our possession offers it 
to ns, and we shonld use it and thus increase its value, for the profits 
of the increase result to our individual anil national wealth. European 
policies of demonetization are direct blows at one of our great ma- 
terial interests, and the only issue on this qnestion is whether Ger- 
man interests or our own should control. While I have great admira- 
tion for the German family, it does not extend so far that I think it 
my duty to forget my own people and legislate for their welfare. A 
character made immortal by the gifted tongue of Henry was John 
Hook, who disturbed the suffering heroes of the Revolution with the 
ery of “Beef! beef!” We have his like about us to-day, when the 


country is bleeding at every pore, making it vociferous with “ Na- 
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tional credit! national credit! repudiation! repudiation!” They have 
earned, and I believe will secure, the same unenyiable immortality 
that Henry bestowed upon Hook. 

The terrible-misgovernment of these years of the sway of passion 
and rule of avarice has not destroyed our love of liberty or our ad- 
miration for and devotion to honesty and justice, that give liberty 
an abiding foothold with us, The people are to blame only for not 
holding public servauts to a stricter accountability; and the unwor- 
thy servants, taking advantage of their misplaced confidence, have 
sought to swing it away from their control; but they are now awak- 
ened, and the cry all over this broad land to-day is that the un- 
worthy be brought to judgment for their misdeeds. Again, as in 
olden times, the money-changers will be driven from the temple and 
the devotees of avarice will be retired from public service forever. 

Great money-lovers are never lovers of liberty; the vice of avarice 
freezes all the fountains of justice and humanity, and likens its vic- 
tims to the glittering stuff they gloat over. One of the chicfest safe- 
guards of the future is to make the people know them and the ma- 
chinery they use to foster their passion. 

To the laborer, the mechanic, the farmer, the preacher, the lawyer, 
the doctor, and all other legitimate pursuits that go to make up the 
sum of human action, humanity is indebted for gain, but the money- 
dealer is by education a public enemy, and ought so to be treated, to 
subserve the public welfare. 

Then let us by the light of the terrible lesson of these years of 
trouble so record our judgment in thë future that posterity will have 
the benefit of the teachings of our sad experience. Instead of foster- 
ing money and encouraging money-dealers, let us cripple its potency 
and throttle those who use it against all valuable industries, and ina 
little while the natural order of things that of right belongs to our un- 
exampled opportunity fot growth, greatness, prosperity, and virtue 
will 7 a and lasting abiding-place in this heaven-blessed land 
we inhabit. 


Repeal of the Resumption Clause. 


SPEECH OF HON. JOHN S. JONES, 
OF OHIO, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday, November 16, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I am not accustomed to 8 


from notes, but from a desire to speak with accuracy on the subject | j 


before the House, and to avoid declamation, I shall adhere closely to 
my memoranda, even at the risk of some embarrassment. My reason 
for voting against the report of the majority of the Committee on 
Banking and Currency is to avoid introducing an element of uncer- 
tainty into our tinancial legislation on the subject of the national 
banks, when the object sought can be readily accomplished by adopt- 
ing the substitute proposed by the minority of that committee. 

The adoption of the substitute will accomplish two objects: First, 
the repeal of the date fixed for resumption in the act of January 14, 
1875, and, secondly, take from the Secretary of the Treasury the 
power to borrow money to bring it about. 

The fixing a time for the resumption of specie payment or adher- 
ing to a time already fixed when there is not sufficient opportunit, 
to make the necessary preparation for it isunwise. Iam not unmind- 
ful of the grave responsibility we assume in modifying prior legisla- 
tion on this subject. 1 confess the only question that has given me 
any embarrassment is this: How far ought we to be bound by a 
prior Congress to an act that does not meet the approval of our 
judgment? Ido not believe it is a correct principle to say that one 
Congress can bind its successor by an act that is neither executed 
nor executory, but is merely a promise in futuro. It is a sound prin- 
ciple in morals that a promise that cannot be or ought not to be per- 
formed should at the earliest possible moment be withdrawn, and if 
this act cannot be or ought not to be performed by the time named, 
it should not stand. To allow it to remain is to make it our own by 
acquiescence. I am satisfied the act cannot be carried out by the 
time named without largely increasing the non-taxable interest-bear- 
ing bonded indebtedness of the country, a proposition from which 
the public conscieuce shrinks with abhorrence and to which I am 
opposed. I am aware that there is a certain kind of young-American 
enthusiasm—and I confess I am not entirely destitute of that quality 
myself—that will never concede that the United States is not able to 
accomplish anything except miracles, but I have never yet heard 
any one point out a practical way in which the Government can get 
the amount of coin necessary for resumption by the time fixed in the 
act of 1875 without borrowing it. When that question is put we are 
pointed to the greatness of the country after the manner of our 
youthful friend from Iowa, but to a plain, practical mind, desti- 
tute of poetical fancy, such a response is not satisfactory. To un- 


dertake to force resumption by January 1, A. D. 1879, does not meet 
the approval of public 1 in any considerable portion of the 
conntry, and is not in harmony with the policy of the republican 
party under which the present administration came into power. 

Tu the last national republican convention at Cincinnati Mr. Ed- 
mund J. Davis, of Texas, moved to strike out the fourth resolution 
in the platform reported by the committee on resolations, on the sub- 
ject of the resumption of specie payment, and to substitute the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, Thatitis the duty of Congress to provide for carrying out the act known 


as tho resumption act of Congress, to the end that the resumption of specie pay- 
ments may not be longer delayed. 


The proposition was discussed in open convention, and I listened 
with great interest and attention to the remarks on the subject made 
by the chairman of the committee, Hon. Joseph R. Hawley, of 
Connecticut, a distinguished leader in the republican party and ono 
of the ablest men in this or any other country, in which he said that 
in his judgment there would pot be time after the expiration of the 
Forty-fourth Congres in which the necessary 8 could be 
made to resume by January 1, A. D. 1879; and the substitute was 
voted down. I allude to this fact in the public history of the coun- 
try, not because I regard this as a political qnestion, but simply to 
show that the proposed modification of the resumption act, so far as 
repealing the date is concerned, is in entire harmony with the pre- 
viously implied and’ publicly proclaimed policy of the republican 
party, It is not likely that the date in the original act would have 

en fixed at so early a period had it not been supposed that the sup- 
plemental legislation necessary to prepare for it would soon, if uot 
immediately, follow. : 

Nearly three years have passed away, and we have not had the leg- 
islation that was then suggested and supposed to be necessary in 
order to bring about resumption by the 1st day of January, A. D. 1579. 
The failure of the last Congress to remonetize silver, to provide in- 
creased facilities for its coinage, and to devise any means for increas- 
ing the surplus revenne, renders it impracticable to resume by the 
time fixed, unless it is done by borrowing money with which to redeem 
the legab tender notes; a plan of resumption so highly objectionable 
that I am unwilling to consent to it, and which was not at the time 
understood to be contemplated by Congress when the original act was 
passed, and was not so understood by the President when he approved 
the law. That it was not the intention to resort to borrowing money 
as a means of preparing for resumption is apparent from the special 
message of President Grant sent to the Senate at the time he approved 
the act, in which he said he took that method of signifying his ap- 

roval; to use his own language, “In order to suggest further legis- 
ation that seemed to him essential to make the law effective.” I 
refer to this message not for the purpose of thrusting the opinions of 
President Grant upon this House, but becanse he had the candor and 
the courage to put on record what was his understanding of the ob- 
ect and purpose of the resumption act and to suggest the legislation 
that he thought to be essentially necessary to carry it out, The 
country had a right to expect, and did expect, that the following leg- 
islation would immediately follow: 

First. The remonetization of silver; 

Second. Increased facilities for its coinage; and 

Third. The increase of the surplus revenue. Í 

We are now within fourteen months of the day fixed to resume, 
and not a single measure for the remonetization of silver, to in- 
crease the facilities for its coinage or to increase the revenue of tho 
country, has become a law., It is true this House has pompos passed 
a bill to remonetize silver, for which I think it is entitled to the grati- 
tude of the country. But the gold power is rising up like an awaken- 
ing lion, and there is a mighty conflict to be fought yet before the 
bill becomes a law. We have only heard, so. far, the desultory fire 
peng Oe picket line in the skirmish, and before the measure passes 
the Senate and receives the signature of the President the gold power 
will make the country reverberate and re-echo with its awakening 
thunder, Assuming, however, that it will promptly pass the Senate, 
as it ought, and that it will be promptly approved by the President, 
as I hope it will be, yet the time is too short to make it practically 
available by January 1, 1879. In the second place, we have not suf- 
ficient facilities for coining our silver product. The annual product 
of silver in this country is said by the best authority to be about 
$40,000,000 a year, and will undoubtedly be increased, The remone- 
tization of silver will stimulate this branch of industry. In response 
to an inquiry as to how much silver can be coined yearly by the 
Government, if all its mints and assay offices are run to their utmost 
capacity, I am informed by the superintendent, Dr. Linderman, it is 
about $30,000,000, possibly $35,000,000. To coin our silver, therefore, 
the Government must have increased facilities. Thiscan probably be 
had by repairing and refitting the mint at New Orleans, which it is 
estimated will not cost over $75,000; but a contest will spring up 
between Denver, Omaha, Chicago, and Saint Louis on this measure, 
as they will want the location of a new mint, and it is folly to sup- 
pose that it can be determined at once. By the time this question 
can be settled it will be too late for practical use so far as resumption 
in 1879is concerned. There would not be time if the question was 
determined now. - 

At the time of the approval of the act of 1875 attention was called 
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to this subject in the message of the President referred to in the fol- 
lowing language : 

With the present facilities for coinage it would take a od probably beyond 
that fixed by law for final specio Reape Ad to coin the 7 85 8 trans- 
act the business of the country. 

No attention has been paid to this suggestion. No additional facil- 
ities for coinage have been provided, and if sufficient silver to trans- 
act the business of the country could not be coined in four years with 
our present facilities, much less can it be done in fourteen months, 
the time between this and the Ist of January, 1579. But, Mr. Speaker, 
the great problem to be solved in order to resume without perma- 
nently increasing our bonded indebtedness is how to increase the par 
lic revenue. That was the great measure supposed to be essentiall 
necessary to resumption when the act of 1875 was passed and to whic 
attention was called as requiring immediate action. Yet, upon this 
eee question that must tax to their utmost the best powers of the 

uman mind, not one thing has been done. That we have still time 
to perfect measures for increasing our surplus revenues in time to 
resume by the time fixed is an utter absurdity. So far as the annual 
receipts of the Government in coin over and aboye annual coin pay- 
ments.are concerned, we are not in as good condition as we were in 
when the act of 1875 was passed; and in proof of this fact I call at- 
tention to the following exhibit of our annual receipts in coin and 
annual payments in coin since that time, furnished mo at my solici- 
tation by the gentlemanly and obliging assistant chief clerk of the 
warrant division of the Treasury Department, that I embody in my 
remarks and to which I call attention. I may as well state here that 
the word “coin” in this table includes both gold and silver. 


Receipts in coin. 


Fiscal year ending Juno 30— 


1875. 1876. 1-77. 


4 —— 2 $156, 075, 134 39 6146. 907, 858 65 | $129, 688. 192 40 
a . 2. 658, 046 93 2, 057, 163 40 3, 573, 146 43 


156, 733, 181 32 | 148,965, 027 05 133 251, 333 80 


Payments in coin. 


$1, 216, 045 78 
5, 776, 566 25 
100, 243, 271 23 

68, 388 20 


| 107, 304, 271 46 


70, 100 86 
109, 713, 327 91 


TTET 


This table shows that the coin receipts above coin expenses for the 
last three years have been as follows: For the year ending June 30, 
1875, $47,019,853.41; for the year ending June 30, 1876, 841, 660,755.50; 
for the year ending June 30, 1877, $29,689,560.24. That is, the an- 
nual receipts of the Government in coin above coin expenses are 
$17,330,293.17 less to-day than when the resumption act was passed, 
I am aware that in order to get at the exact truth as to our resources 
the receipts in currency and our currency expenditures must like- 
wise be considered, and I have procured a statement from the Treas- 
ury Department, from the same official to whom I am indebted for 


the statement of the receipts and expenditures in coin, which I also 
present and embody in my remarks. It shows that the receipts and 
expenditures of the Government in currency for the past three years 
have been as follows : 


$131, 266, 869 78 
164, 910, 064 93 


$138, 517, 012 11 
151, 155, 525 87 


135, 088, 230 34 


This exhibit, as will be seen, shows but very little increase in our 
currency receipts this year above what they were in 1875, and while it 
shows a commendable reduction in our annual expenditures, still the 
curreney receipts for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, are only 
$651,017.45 above expenditures. 

We therefore have only in surplus revenue this year, all told, in 
gold, silver, and currency, $30,340,577.69. Deducting from this the 
sinking fund, as required by law, which is 1 per cent. of the national 
debt, and we have a surplus of $9,867,000.69 only. It will be remem- 
bered that I am not talking about what has been gathered together 
by borrowing and otherwise, and now in the Treasury, but the annual 
income of the Government through its sources of revenue. It is nse- 
less to talk about resumption until provision is made for increasing 
this revenue. Not only can we not resume if such provision is not 
made, but the annual reduction of our national debt hitherto wisely 
commenced, the monthly announcement of which gave so much sat- 
isfaction to our people, will have to be diminished. There has been 
a total neglect to make 1 preparation in the way of legislation for 
resumption, and we now hear openly proclaimed, what was never 
un 


or was purposely concealed, that resumption is to be 


brought about vader existing law, Mr. Speaker, it can be done only 
by perverting the clause in the third section of the resumption act 
which was intended only as a means or power in the hands of the 
Secretary to thwart combinations that might be formed against the 
Treasury into an affirmative authority to borrow money and pay off 
or retire the nback circulation. The elect of conferring author- 
ity upon the retary of the Treasury to borrow money by issuing 
bonds, in the original act, was intended for no other purpose than to 
prevent combinations by speculators against the public Treasnry 
after resumption should be commenced. In the message approving 
the act, to which I have already referred, it was said: 

The provisions of the third section of the act will prevent combinations being 
made to exhaust the Treasury of coin. 

I will not contend that resumption cannot be brought about under 
this law, but I am certain it cannot be done in any way other than 
by converting the non-interest-bearing obligations—to wit, the legal- 
tender notes—into an interest-bearing bonded indebtedness, The 
amount of legal-tender notes now outstanding is $354,490,892, and if 
the money to pay them off could be borrowed at 4 per cent. it would 
add $354,490,892 to our bonded debt and $14,179,635.38 to our annnal 
interest. I grant there has been much controversy as to what is the 
correct interpretation of the law, but I think lawyers cannot read 
and disagree as to the fact that under it there is authority to borrow 
money without limit as to amount. and without restraint except as 
to the rate per cent. of interest to be paid, and that there is powerto 
pay off first all the tractional currency outstanding, and in the sec- 
ond place to pay off between the passage of the act and the Ist day 
of January, A. D. 1879, all the greenbacks in excess of $300,000,000, 
and after January, A. D. 1579, the balance as they are presented at the 
office of the assistant treasurer in New York in sums of not less than 
850 at a time. I grant that such never was the intention of the framer 
of this law. I grant it was never so understood by the people. It was 
never sup that bonds weuld be issued to purchase silver to re- 
deem the fractional currency; it never was supposed that bonds 
would be issued to borrow coin to retire any of the greenback cur- 
rency, bnt I appeal from what has been said to the language of the 
act, and to what has been done under the law. Bear in mind section 
1 pos for the redemption of the fractional currency and section 
3 for the redemption of all over $300,000,000 between January 14, 1875, 
and January 1, 1879, and after that the balance, and the law con- 
cludes with a most extraordinary provision, as follows: 

And to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to prepare and provide for tho re- 
demption in this act authorized or required, he is authorized to use any surplus 
revenue from time to time iu the Treasury and not otherwise appropriated, and to 
issue, sell. and dispose of, at not less than par, in coin, either ob the descriptions of 
bonds of the United States described in the act of Congress, approved July 14. A. 
D. 1870, entitled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” with 
like qualities, privileges, and exemptions to the extent necessary to carry this act 


into full effect, and to use the proceeds thereof for the purpoao aforesaid; and all 
provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 


This seems like a harmless provision until it is analyzed. There is 
no limit to the amount of bonds to be issued. If the construction 
claimed, and I have no doubt it is correct, that $300,000,000 are to be 
redeemed, here is full and ample authority to issue bonds and borrow 
every dollar of the money. Under this clause the Secretary has 
already borrowed and issued bonds for $47,494,150, and under it, if the 
authority is not withdrawn, he will borrow withont limit, except the 
limit of his necessities. Let me call the attention of this House to 
what has already been done under this act, which is the best evidence 
of what can be and what will be done hereafter if the same is not 
modified. Iam furnished by the Treasury Depariment with the fol- 
lowing table, showing that— 

Bonds have been issued for resumption purposes under act January 14, 1875, as 


follows: 
Five per cent., (for purchase of silver to replace fractional cur- 


N 4222244 4„„„„„ $17, 494, 150 00 
Four and a half por dent ede eee eee ese 15, 000, 000 00 
Four por ooit: nics as . 15, 000. 000 00 

%%%éö§ôé— imm 8 47, 494, 150 00 


Since April 20, 1876, silver has been issued for redemption of frac- 
tional currency amounting to 23, 156, 162 82 
Sinco March 1, 1875, legal-tenders have been retired amounting to.. 27. 509, 108 00 
Fractional currency outstanding Jan 14, 1875 45, 360, 173 73 
Fractional currency outstanding Novem 1, 1877 18, 352, 574 66 
It will be seen that for the fractional currency retired under this 
act we have in its stead an interest-bearing bonded indebtedness of 
$17,494,150, bearing interest at 5 per cent. ; and for the $27,509,108 
nbacks retired we have in their place a bonded indebtedness of 
„000,000; $15,000,000 of it bearing interest at 43 per cent. and 
15,000,000 at 4. Can we not see that all the resumption there is, 
practically, in this act is simply the conversion of our fractional cur- 
rency and legal-tender notes into an interest-bearing bonded indebt- 
edness, not entirely, but practically, almost dollar for dollar. Iamin 
favor of resumption but not in this way. It would, in my judgment, 
be a serious mistake and a permanent evil to bring about an increase 
of the bonded indebtedness of the vere to any considerable extent. 
A non-taxable, interest-bearing bonded indebtedness is one of the 
most fearful curses with which a free people in an undeveloped conn- 
try can ibly be afflicted, and ‘ities can make preparation for 
resumption by perfecting measures for remonetizing sil ver, for increas- 


»Of which $7,324.552 have been retired sim e March l. 1877. 
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ing its coinage, and forincreasing our revenues it is safest not to allow 
this power to issue bonds to remain on the statute-book, and especially 
when it has been used and will be used in a manner and for a pur- 
pose for which it was never intended. It is the jndgment of some of 
our best financiers and best writers on the subject that before we 
undertake to resume we ought to provide for an annual surplas reve- 
nue of at least $100,000,000 and there should be in the country coin 
to the extent of 3500,000,000, 

Our surplus revenue, as shown, is only $9,867,000.69, and the coin in 
the country, according to the most reliable authority, does not exceed 
$150,000,000. We are therefore short of the conditions of successful 
resumption $300,000,000 in the amount of coin that should be in the 
country and over $90,000,000 in our annual pal poy revenue. Our 
financial distress is not by reason of lack of vitality in the country, 
nor is it by reason of any deficiency in the present volume of currency, 
but it is because the threatened retiring of our greenback currency 
without first making the necessary preparation for it has paralyzed 
our financial system. Our prosperity does not depend so much upon 
the volume of currency as it does upon the rapidity with which it 
eirenlates. This is well illustrated in the familiar story of the keeper 
of the boarding-house who at the breakfast-table handed his wife 
$20 that he hac pei her; she handed it to the milliner to pay 
her millinery bill; the milliner handed it to the joiner to pay for 
building her a new counter; the joiner handed it to the lumberman 
to pay his lumber bill; the lumberman handed it to the merchant to 

ay for a bill of goods; the merchant handed it to the doctor to pay 
> his doctor bill; the doctor handed it to the druggist to pay for a bill 
of medicines, and the druggist handed it back to the boarding-house 
keeper to pay what was due him for board. The $20 in circulation 
was made to measure eight distinct business transactions and to pa: 
$160 indebtedness in the short space of five minutes, and was bac 
again in the boarding-house keeper’s pocket. The principle is that a 
small amount of currency in rapid circulation is worth more than a 
large volume in a state of stagnation, 

We are told that there is no scarcity of money and we are referred 
to the fact that the banks have plenty of 3 and that in 
many instances they are surrendering it. The banks have currency, 
plenty of it, on hand, but this threatened resumption by January 1, 
1879, when the country is in no condition for it, makes it necessary 
for the banks, as a matter of ordinary prudence, to keep their cur- 
rency in hand and they will not loan it. They keep their currency 
in the vaults of their banks to fortify themselves against the com- 
ing storm. Should they loan it out and be unable to collect it, when 
the crash comes they would be embarrassed. An individual who 
owes $10,000 payable in six months will not, if he gets his money 
with which to pay it three months before it is due, loan it out here 
and there, lest when the time comes round he may not be able to get 
it promptly. Just so with our banks; they understand that if the 
greenbacks are retired they cannot command gold by January 1, 
1879, with which to redeem their notes without sacrificing the bonds 
deposited with the Secretary of the Treasury for their security; 
but if they keep their notes on hand they can at any time surrender 
them to the Secretary of the Treasury and lift their bonds. Thus it 
is, with their vaults full of notes, the people are without currency. 
It is true that our banks, many of them, have large deposits, and it 
is becanse, by reason of this threatened contraction, our moneyed 
men prefer to deposit rather than loan out, lest when the shrinkage 
comes they cannot readily collect. In short, they expect to leave 
their money on deposit and by the shrinkage of values reinvest at 
low prices and make more than by loaning at ordinary rates of inter- 
est. Hence under this threatend resumption by contraction, while 
we have plenty of money in the country, it will not circulate, and 
for this reason is comparatively useless. . 

I know it has been claimed that there has been no contraction of 
the currency under this Jaw; but it is useless for us to deceive our- 
selves; the time for deception is passed. I have before me a “ state- 
ment of the Comptrollér of the Currency, showing the issue and re- 
tirement of national-bank notes and legal-tender notes, under the act 
of January 14, 1875, to November 1, 1877.“ It is as follows: 


National-bank notes outstanding January 14, 1823282ꝑ3ꝰ:2 . $351, £61, 450 
National-bank notes redeemed and retired from January 

14, 1875, to a 7 $60, 342, 617 
National-bank notes surrendered between same dates.. 9, 130, 107 

Total redeemed and surrendered 60, 472, 724 
National bank notes issued between same dates 34, 386, 385 

Decrease from January 14, 1875, to dato 35, 086, 339 

National-bank notes outstanding at data 316,775,111 
Greenbacks on deposit in tho Treasury June 20, 1574, to retire notes 

of insolvent and liquidating banka . .. . REN SPEER ITY $3, 813, 675 
Greenbacks deposited from June 20, 1874, to date, to retire national- 
bank notes Poccaccciapscdubssusecaavscntndsvesvbns 72. 407, 545 

Total ee APRE T ban . tds daveuteuha 76, 221, 220 

ation redeemed by Treasurer between same dates without re- 

O vane vocnnssvcccecunccveccocnc’ satdecpobetanescesepeecccseaces 63, 109, 849 
Greenbacks on deposit at dato. 13,111, 371 
Greenbacks retired under act of January 14, 1875 
Greenbacks outstanding at date 
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It was supposed when the act was passed that for every 880 in 
greenbacks retired under it $100 in national bank-notes would take 
rane, ga but the facts show that both have been steadily con- 
tracted, and if we go on under the resumption law to specie pay- 
ments to January 1, 1879, this contraction must be rapidly increased. 
We have in three years retired only $27,509,108 of the greenbacks. 
If we go on we must retire in fourteen months $54,490,892 to get 
down to the limit of $390,000,000. In other words, we must coatract 
twice as much in fourteen months as we have in three years or fail, by 
January 1, 1879, to resume. The act has proved to be a delusion and 
a snare. First, because under it, contrary to public expectation, our 
non-taxable, interest-bearing, bonded indebtedness has been ly 
increased in the redemption of our fractional currency. Secondly, 
because under it, contrary to public expectation, the circulation of 
our national banks has been contracted. Thirdly, because under it, 
contrary to public expectation, our non-taxable, interest-bearing, 
bonded indebtedness has been increased to procure coin with whic 
to retire and cancel the legal-tender notes. Fourthly, because, con- 
trary to public expectation, the power to issue bonds in case of an 
emergency only has been perverted into an unlimited authority to 
borrow all the coin necessary for resumption. For these reasons it 
ought to be modified. To enforce it in a manner and by means not 
originally intended would be a resultant fraud. When we provide 
the means, through appropriate legislation, by which resumption can 
be properly brought about, if it be thought necessary to confer on 
the Secretary of the Treasury power to issue bonds to provide for a 
contingency that . arise, if can be done when the other measures 
are matured and perfected, at the same time and in the same law, 
under such limitations and restrictions as will prevent misconstruc- 
tion. 

So like wise if it be advisable to name a date, it should be done at the 
time or after we secure the laws necessary to raise the means. Not the 
date first and the measures afterward, but the measures first and the 
date afterward should be the watchword on the subject. Iam as much 
in favor of resumption as any one, 2 5 as soon as it can be brought 
about in a legitimate way, which I believe to be by remonetizing 
silver, by increasing our facilities for its coinage, and increasing our 
surplus revenue. Our Treasury is now annually depleted of its 
coin by a drainage of $97,124,511.18, payable in semi-annual install- 
ments, to meet interest, and until we can resume withont adding 
largely to our bonded indebtedness, it should not be attempted. Ido 
not subscribe to the doctrine that it is a violation of public faith for 
the Government to postpone resumption until practical measures can 
be put into successful operation to bring it about without shosk to 
business, The greenback is not a promissory note. It lacks the 
essential element of a promissory note, which is, as every lawyer 
knows, a promise to pay at a fixed time in the instrament itself. It 
is not a promise to pay on demand, and it is not money, but it is a 
contract the consideration of which is that the holder may use it as 
a legal tender for payment of debts, and in consideration that the 
holder may so use it, he consents that until the legal-tender quality 
is taken away the Government can have such time as may be prac- 
tically necessary in which to redeem. To wait, therefore, until re- 
sumption is practicable is not a violation of public faith. I am 
ee, opposed to inflation, but I do not intend at this time to dis- 
cuss this subject as it has nothing whatever to do with the modifica- 
tion proposed. It is sufficient for me to say I believe we have all the 
currency we need; that it is well secured; that we ought to be sat- 
isfied with it, and if the pressure of actual and threatened contraction 
is removed, it will again actively circulate among the people, and we 
will have a revival of the industries of the country, and keeping 
steadily in view a return to specie payment, witheut unnecessary 
delay, we can take the preliminary steps by enacting such legislation 
as is necessary to make roper preparation for it and then move 
forward gradually to its final consummatisn withont forcing meas- 
ures or being forced by them and without producing general distress 
or widespread derangement of business. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 
SPEECH OF HON. MARK H. DUNNELL, 


OF MINNESOTA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 16, 1877. 


The House haying nnder consideration the bill (H. R. No. £05) to repeal the third 
section of the act entitled “ An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments,” and amendments thereto— 


Mr. DUNNELL said: 

Mr. SPEAKER: It was my purpose, at the commencement of the 
session this evening, to address the Honse at some length, and 

robably 3 the full time allowed me under the rules; but the 

teness of the hour has determined me to a different course. I hold 
in my hand some statistics which I have 5 chiefly from the 
office of the Secretary of the Treasury and that of the Comptroller 
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of the Currency. It was my intention tocomment upon these statistics | used in payment of public and private debts. Many of them ceased 


at greater length than I shall now do, and especially upon a letter from 
the honorable Secre of the Treasury, which I hold in my hand. 
From a want of time, I shall content myself with a less exhaustive 
discussion of the bill under consideration, and include the matter 
referred to in my remarks. I will then yield the balance of my time 
to the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Sampson. ] 
Since I have been a member of this House, Mr. Speaker, I have not 
in a single instance, sought the floor to discuss a currency measure. 
The peculiar and special interests of the district which I have had 
the honor to represent have given me too little time to devote to 
questions of this nature. These questions have always secured full 
and exhaustive debate. My vote was given for the resumption act, 
which was approved January 14, 1875. The repeal of this act has 
now been under discussion for many days. No bill has been before 
the Honse for the last six years, to which I have given more serious 
attention than to this. I have listened to all the s hes which 
have been made for and against it. My confession is that I have 
failed to be convinced by all that I heard or read that I ought 
to vote for a repeal of an act which was passed to secure a roturn to 
specie payments, to make the legal-tender and national-bank notes 
equal in their purchasing power to gold. My constituents do not 
expect me to vote for the repeal of the resumption act. While this 
is true, I have not felt at liberty to disregard the force of any argu- 
ments which might be made in support of repeal. Those whom I 
represent, did expect that my vote wonld be given for a monetization 
of silver. I preferred a silver bill different from the one voted for, 
but my preference could not be indulged, as the bill passed under a 
suspension of the rules, thus cutting off all amendments. The repub- 
lican platform in the recent State election in Minnesota, congrat- 
ulated the people upon the successful working of the resumption act 
and called br the remonetization of silver, 
The back men of the State captured the democratic party, and 
the coalition fought the republicans upon the issue which they had 
made. The republican majority was larger than on any year since 
the admission of the State into the Union, at a purely State election. 
I admit, sir, that the peculiarly prosperous condition of the State may 
have had its influence. The large crops of the year and the fairly 
remunerative prices rendered the people hopeful. We have no place 
for idlers in Minnesota. All can have work, and our vast sections of 
unoccupied and fertile lands invite to them the hundredsof thousands 
of unemployed men in the cities of the East. At this time, the wise 
words, “ Go west,” should move thousands from the places where there 
can be no adeqrate supply of labor to those sections of the country 
where cheap lands, lands almost at the taking, can and will fur- 
nish an abundant supply. 
The farmers of the State, with a crop of forty millions of bushels 
of wheat, to say nothing of the other raps, and with thirty millions 
of bushels to sell, getting a dollar a bushel, are not unwilling workers. 
They are not forgetful of the fact that the paper dollar which they 
receive for their grain is worth ninety-seven cents in gold, while it 
was worth ten or twelve cents less when the resumption act 
in 1875. They can purchase so much more with their money now than 
then. Our wheat crop in the State is thus worth tous from three to 
five millions of dollars more than the same crop would have been in 
1475, at the same nominal price per bushel. They also know that 
the price of wheat in the United States is fixed largely by the gold 
price in Liverpool. Hence, they deem themselves fortunate when 
the currency which they receive for their wheat approaches a gold 
value. Why should they desire to see the day put off when the 
pena and the golg dollar shall have the same purchasing power? 
he tand constantly repeated argument in favor of the pend- 
ing bill is based upon the alle contraction of the currency which 
it will be necessary to make prior to January 1, 1879. The advocates 
of repeal insist that the hard times which we have experienced since 
1873, are due to a contraction of the currency. 
If I have not allowed myself to be strangely deceived, the money 
statistics of the country do not sustain thiscontraction theory. Before 

roceeding to marshal these statistics I will freely admit that it is our 
duty to study the present depressed condition of business and discover, 
if wo may, the cause or causes. No one has yet demonstrated how a re- 
peal of the resumption act will set the wheels of business in motion 
except upon the theory of an inflation of the currency. When the 
crash came in 1873 there was no lack of currency; there was more of 
it than in previous years of unexampled prosperity. “The country has 
suffered too much already from an inflated currency. Just how the 
capital of the country is to be less timid by a repeal of an act in- 
tended to bring our circulating paper medium to the gold standard I 
have not yet seen by anything which I have heard. 3 

No one had any good reason to expect a period of general prosperity 
while we were returning to resumption. The return must be made. 
and when we have so nearly reached the end of the road, why snould 
we stop andturn back? It has fully to be passed over at some time, if 
we ever reach resumption. We might as well complete the work 
now as to put it off. The business of the conntry has been adjustin 
itself to the present policy, habits of economy have been formed ant 
2 governen and private expenses have been lessened to 
the t good o A 

war gave to the country the legal-tender notes and the natiosal- 
bavking system. Other Government securities and promises to pay, 
with and without interest, were issued during the war, which were 


to be used soon after the close of the war. The lezal-tender, or green- 
back, was the promise of the Government; it was used in equipping 
and paying our vast Army; it paid the men who saved the nation; 
it was issued upon the faith and promise of the Government. No 
time was fixed in it when the Government would redeem in gold its 
promises to pay. January. 14, 1875, Congress yamna the resumption 
act axing the date, January 1, 1879, when the legal-tender should be 
redeemed in gold. I will here introduce a letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, giving dates to which I shall wish to refer in the course 
of my remarks : 
TREASURY DEPARTMES 


NT. 
. Washington, D. C., November 7, 1877. 
Sm: In reply to the inqniries contained in your letter of to-day [have the honor 
ing paper of the country on 


to inform you that the outstanding 
named was as follows: 


the dates 


351, 752, 669 | 4 
316,775, 111 | 1 


There has been issned of silver for fractional currency and legal-tender notes 
since the : 3 
co in tho 

returns received at the time, kog amounts represented by coin certifi- 
cates outstanding, was on dates specified as follows: 
r . $67, 
WOVGMDOE Bc 187i ave . 131, 022, 843 94 

In reply to your inquiry concerning the circulation and co'n reserve in the Bank 
of France, I have to inform you that from the statements of the bank it appears 
that its circulation and reserve, reduced to Federal money, bave been in num 
bers since 1870 as follows: 


JOHN SHERMAN, 
Secretary. 


Hon. M. H. DUNSELL, 
House of Representatives. 


I shall now, Mr. Speaker, attempt to show from the data given in 
this letter that there has been no such contraction as insisted upon 
by the friends of the bill now before the House, and also that some 
other agency than a diminution of currency has caused the hard 
times. 

will be seen by this letter that April 1, 1865, there were outstand- 
ing: Legal-tenders, $432,668,465 ; national-bank notes, $110,917,100 ; 
and fractional currency, $24,254 644, making a total of §567,839,609. 
It is true that there were other jegal-tender notes than those included 
in the above. Their character and amount will be seen from tho 
folowing extract from the report of the Comptroller of the Currency 
or : 

The of the in his for 1867, says that the public debt 
reached ita maximum pEr 31, 1563, when it amounted to 82 545.5 7620, com- 
posed as follows: 


Of these obligations 8084. 138, 90 were a legal tender in the payment of all debts, 
public and private, except customs duties and interest on the publio debt. 

It should here be further stated that tho one-year notes of 1863, 
authorized March, 2, 1863, matured at various dates in 1865, and 
also that the two-year notes of 1863, authorized March 2, 1863, ma- 
tured at various dates in 1866. These two classes of 5 per cent. notes 
amounted te $40,000,000. No more were issued. There were out- 


standin 
1866. 


when the war closed $33,954,230. The last were retired in 
he compound interest legal-tender notes and the 7.30 notes 


went into circulation but to a very limited extent. The seven- 
thirties, being interest-bearing notes and convertible into 5.20 bonds 
in three years, were at maturity retired and canceled. The state- 
ments which are too often made, that there was a contraction of 
nearly $1,000,000,000 between 1865 and 1888, is wholly unfounded. 
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The rapidity with which the 7.30 Treasury notes were retired from 
1866 to 1868 shows that they were held for conversion into 5.20 bonds 
and were not used for currency. The amount of United States 7.30 


Treasury notes, acts of June 30, 1864, and March 3, 1865, outstanding 
on the dates given below, is as follows: 


1, 166, 500 

Let us now, Mr. Speaker, look to the amount of cireulating paper 
September 1,1870. There were of legal-tenders, $356,000,000 ; national- 
bank notes, $301,230,322; and of fractional currency, $40,054,384, mak- 
ing a total of $697,234,706. 

ft must not be forgotten that prior to this date, all the one-year 
notes of 1863, all the two-year notes of 1863, all the compound-inter- 
est notes, and all the seven-thirties had been retired and canceled. 
The bnsiness of the country demanded as large a volume. of currency 
in 1870 as it did in 1867, 1868, and 1869. hese years were years- 
of great seeming prosperity. The business of the country was indeed 
very large. The annual average exchanges at the New York clear- 
ing-house alone reached the enormous sum of. 830,000,000, 000. The 
exchanges for 1869 were $37,407,023,987. The amount for the year 
ending October, 1876, was $21,000,000,000. There was less currency 
in 1869 than there was in 1876. We are met with the unanswerable 
fact that the hard times did not come upon us from a lack of cur- 
rency. In 1870 there was less than there was in 1873 by $44,761,632. 
The inflation which took place between these two periods, not only did 
not prevent the crash but only added to its terrible force and has 
contributed to its continuance. I will here give the exact figures 
as furnished me by the Secretary of the Treasury. There were, Sep- 
tember 1, 1873, legal-tenders, $350,000,000; national-bank notes, 
$346,726,221; fractional currency, $44,889,591, making a total of 
$741,615,812. 

Tho amount of currency February 1, 1874, six months after the 
disasters of 1873, was as follows: Legul-tender notes, $381,715,437; 
national-bank notes, $349,001,577; and fractional currency, $47,793,333, 
making an aggregate of $778,510,347. This increase of promises to 


pay did not bring back the good times of 1868, 1869, and 1870; it did 
not restore that confidence which prevailed during those years and 
was lost in 1873. Gentlemen who argue in favor of a repeal of the re- 
sumption act insist that contraction has been the mother of all our 
financial woes. I fail to feel the force of their argument, and indeed 
cannot admit that they have any. Again, I will ask the atten- 
tion of the House to the quantity of our circulating medium February 
14,1875: Legal-tenders, 382,000,000 ; national-bank notes, $351,752,669 ; 
and fractional currency, $45,008,963, givio a total of §778,761,632. 
It will be observed that on February 14, 1875, we had a small excess 
of currency outstanding over the amount February 1, 1874. The 
amount at this date, February 14, 1875, was greater than at any other 
time since 1868. These data furnish unmistakable evidence that the 
collapse in business in 1873, did not come from a searcity of money, 
and that there has been no lack of it from that time to this. No- 
vember 1, 1577, there were outstanding: Legal-tenders, $354,490,892 ; 
national-bank notes, $316,775,111; and fractional curreney, $18,352,574, 
making a total of $689,618,577. If we add to this the silver coin 
issued since the p: of the act authorizing its issue, namely, 
$36,651,850, we have a total of $726,270,427. = 
The statistics which I have now furnished, show that on November 
1, 1877, we had more currency, including the silver issued since the 
ge of the silver act by the last Congress, than we had September 
. 1870, by 828,985,721. They further show, going to the report of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, that we now have more currency than we 


had January, 1868, by $38,766,148, and more than we had January 1, 
1869, by $36,404,317. The contraction theory has utterly failed to 
satisfy me. There has been no such contraction as the friends of 


repeal claim: The hard times have not come from it. They came 
when the country was fullof money. They would not depart when 
we issued $44,000,000 more, but became all the worse. They do not 
depart when in the resumption act we provide for free banking; a pro- 
vision for the issue of national-bank notes to meet any withdrawal 
of greenbacks; a provision to meet any demands which a revival of 
business might possibly make for more currency. 

I shall here insert a table from the report of the Comptroller of the 
Currency for 1866, showing the amountsof legal-tender notes, demand 
notes, fractional currency, and national-bank notes outstanding on 
August 31, 1865, and annually thereafter from January 1, 1 to 
January 1, 1876, and the amount outstanding November 1, 1476. 
There is added to this table the amount outstanding January 1, 1877: 


United States issues. 


Notes of na- 
tional banks, 


Dato Aggregate. 
Legal-tender | Old demand 3 x gold 
notes. notes. currency. 

Angust 31, 1865 8432, 757, €04 $26, 344, 742 | $459, 505, 311 | $176, 213,955 | $635, 719, 266 
January 1, 1866 425, 839, 319 26, 000, 420 | 452, 231, £09 | 202,588,419 | 750, 820, 298 
January 1, 1887 380, 276, 160 221,682 | 28,732,812 | 409,230,654 | 299,846,206 | 709, 076, 860 
January 1, 1868 .. 356, 000, 000 159, 127 31. 597,583 | 387,756,710 | 299,747,569 | 687, 504, 279 
January 1, 18699 ——6éĩð y nance senses sncnesscounscesaes 355, 892, 975 128, 098. 34,215,715 | 390. 236, 788 | 299, 629,322 | 689. 866, 110 
January 1, 1870..... 356, 000, 000 113, 098 39, 762, 664 | 395, 375, 762 | 299,904,029 | 695, 779, 791 
January 1, 1871 356, 000, 000 101, 086 39, 995,089 | 396,096,175 | 306,307,672 | 702, 403, 847 
January 1, 1872 357, 500, 000 92, 801 40, 767, 877 | 398, 369,678 | 328,465,431 | 726, 826, 109 
January 1, 1873 358, 557, 907 84, 387 45, 722,061 | 424,364,355 | 344,582,812 | 748, 947, 167 
January 1, 1874 378, 401, 702 79, 637 43,544,792 | 427,026,131 | 350,848,236 | TTT, 874, 367 
January 1, 187ꝑ.ũ kh „„«ũ%“ 24 382, 000, 000 72, 317 46, 300. 598 | 428,462,915 | 354, 128,250 | 782, 501, 160 
Ja 1, 1876 . —————4ũd(z snscensaeces succseccnnsrsessonenenessaneceess: 371, 827, 220 69, 642 44,147,072 | 416,043,934 | 346,479,756 | 762,523, 694 
November 1, 1876.25... . snssesonsececoescuncssssseanes 367, 535, 716 65,692 | 28,555,474 | 306,156,886 | 323,241,308 | 718,998, 195 
January 1, 1877 œꝙLm ?! ?õ· 356, 914, 932 63, 722 18, 786,642 | 375,765,296 | 317,324,069 | 693, 089, 365 


The gate column in the above table shows the amount of 
legal-tender and national-bank notes that were outstanding at the 
dates given; but it does not indicate the amount in actual circula- 
tion. The amount in actual circulation is always less, and at times 
much less, than that outstanding. The following data on this point 
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are taken from a speech delivered in this House by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Illinois Mr. BurcnarD].in May of last year. They were 
gathered from the books of the Treasury Department with his usual 
thoroughness and aceuracy. A comparison of the right-hand column 
in the foregoing and following tables will verify the above position: 
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26, 360, 331 37 | 26,360,331 37 | 183, 639, 901 43 | 566. 674. 336 96 

26, 497, 70 85 | 26, 497,870 85 | 176, 344.008 60 | 567, 460, 288 58 

45, 817,442 14 | 45,817,442 14 187, 395, 556 03 | 559, 339, 960 35 

27,755,114 70 | 27,755,114 70 | 158,245,325 59 | 590, 727,41 18 

14, 132,941 99 | 39, 502,941 99 | 167,951 209 31 | 584, 355, 023 81 

16, 195, 566 71 52,915, 566 71 | 185,325,705 74 | 591, 111, 237 16 

34, 101. 412 84 | 75, 301, 412 84 182. 631,208 53 | 598,010, 392 25 

39, 734, 075 69 | 74,909,675 69 | 165,701,965 79 | 595,201,200 18 
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The immense bnsiness operations of the year 1869, when the trans- 
actions of the New York clearing house reached their highest figure, 
namely, 837,407,028, 987, were carried on with the actnal circulation of 
oni 569,460,288. I shall desire to allude to these data in another 

ace. 

r It may not be out of place to call attention to one or two state- 
ments made by the honorable gentleman from Kansas [Mr. PHIL- 
LIPS] in the very beginning of the discussion on this bili. He said: 

The gentleman must know that since 1868 labor has been constantly depressed 
in our country. I say to the gentleman that this bas been the case ever since Mr. 
McCulloch adopted his scheme of contraction. At that time we had the old 7.30 
bonds greater in volume than our present legal-tender circulation, and they really 
were used as money; we had the old compuund-interest notes, and they were used 
as money. 

This statement has not been made by the gentleman from Kansas 
alone; it has been repeated by others. I have already shown that 
these compound-interest notes and the 7.30 legal-tender notes ma- 
tured in 1868. The time of their maturity and retirement was fixed 
in the acts which anthorized them. That was long before McCul- 
loch was Secretary of the Treasury. I have also shown that on July 
1, 1868, there were outstanding of the 7.30 notes but $37,717,650 and 
the amount December 31, 1868, was but $2,174,900. 

The gentleman from Kansas also said “the resumption act was 
brought forward to increase the power of money and its value.” 
Does the gentleman mean to say that it is a misfortune to increase 
the purchasing power of money and its consequent value? If the 
expression means anything, it is an argument for inflation. Would 


he repeat the period of wild speculation and fictitious values which 
prevailed prior to 1873 Have the debtor class nothing to lose by 
such an event? His constituents, as mine, are grain-producers. Isit 


not for their interest to receive in payment for their grain either gold 
or its equivalent? The farmer in his district and my own will pur- 
chase as much as he will pay out on debts contracted when the green- 
back had a depreciated value. The farmer is deeply interested in the 
general prosperity of the country. He wishes to see an increase in 
the number of consumers who are able to buy because they are em- 
loyed, and is therefore the advocate of universal thrift. Starting 
hoa to-day, this cannot come by a repeal of the resumption act. 
When the solid rock has been reached, then may we expect a return 
of better times, The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. FELTON] said, in 
his very able and eloquent speech, that the resumption act had taken 
the people well-nigh to the “ bottomless pit” May I suggest to the 
gentleman, that if we are well-nigh to the bottom, whether it would 
not now be better to go to the very bottom and then retrace our steps 
rather than now return to the surface with the certainty that the 
journey must be made at some time before we shall reach tho gold 
vasis, the money standard of the civilized world? 

It was urged with much force by the distinguished gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. MONROE] that tho present was a peculiarly favorable time 
for us to adhere to our present policy. The balance of trade is largely 
in our favor. It is a matter of great moment to us. Our exports for 
the last year have exceeded our imports by only a fraction Jess than 
$200,000,000. It is madness to ignore this favoring clement in discuss- 
ing onr ability to resume. will here insert the comparison of 
the condition of the Treasury, November 1, 1876, and November 1, 
1877. 


Balances. 


e c 
Special depost of legal: tenders for redemp- 
t we 


tion of certiticates of deposi 40, 670, 000 00 37, 620,000 00 
. 75, 967, 027 98 131, 022, 843 94 
Coin certificates......-.. 33, 223, 100 00 33, 543, 200 00 
oin, less coin certificates. . 42, 683, 927 98 97, 479, 643 H 
Outstanding called bonds. 1, 692, 950 00 26, 290, 900 00 
Other outstanding coin liabilities .. 5, 146, 389 55 4, 864, 414 53 
Outstanding legal-tendera....... 367, 535, 716 00 354, 490, 892 00 
Outstanding fractional currency. 28, 555, 478 05 18. 352, 574 66 
Outstanding silver coin ......... 21, 913, 408 50 36, 651, 850 36 
Total debt, less cash in Treasury. -- | 2, 088, 878, 436 78 | 2, 047,350,700 57 
Reduction of debt for Octobor— 3, 388. 139 01 4, 236, 554 30 
Reduction of debt since July 1 = 10, 560, 908 21 12, 807, 522 69 
Market value of $l of gold. 70 1 093 1 023 
Imports, (12 months ending September 30)...| 435. 427, 270 00 468, 131, 778 00 
Exports, (12 months ending September 30)...| 619, 173, 350 00 667, 403, 577 00 


Some gentlemen have insisted that we cannot resume specie pay- 
ments because it cannot be done and leave us as much money for nse 
as they have in France. Some very wild statements have been made 
in regard to the paper and gold circulation in France. I call atten- 
tion to the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury which I have made 
a of my remarks, 

o comparison can be properly made between France and the 
United States, either in regard to the commercial habits of the 
people of the two nations or the character of the people. The peo- 
ple of France hoard their money. They retain gold in their posses- 
sion. They rarely invest it in bonds or deposit it in banks. Banks 
are not known there as in the United States. The system of bank 
exchanges is almost unknown. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitt] in his exceedingly 
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interesting speech this evening has said, “In France, bank-checks 
are almost unknown. In France all debts are paid by the actual 
delivery either of bank-notes or coin.” In the United States our 
system of exchange extends from one end of the country to the other. 
It is not confined to the large cities but reaches every village in 
the land. The two thousand of national banks, to say nothing of 
the many private banks, farnish a complete system, It moves, in 

part, the vast crops of the South and West to the markets of the 
world. We need less money for this reason. 


This will clearly appear from a report of the transactions of the 


New York clearance house from 1863 to 1876: 


7 
R 


2. snes <csusccwdnsessesuebs 14, 867, 597, 849 $677, 626, 483 4.6 
1884 24, 097, 196, 656 £85, 719, 205 3.7 
1865.. 26, 032, 384. 342 | 1,035, 765, 108 4.0 
FFC ² im ĩÜ²mů ̃ —? 288. 717,146,914 | 1. 066. 135, 106 3.7 
1867.. -| 28, 675, 159. 472 | 1, 144, 963, 451 4.0 
1868 «| 28, 484, 288, 637 1. 125, 455, 237 40 
1869 «| 37, 407, 028. 957 | 1, 120, 318, 308 3.0 
1870 27, 894, 539, 406 | 1, 036, 484. 822 3.7 
1871 2, 300, 96,682 | 1, 20), 721. 029 41 
„„ „„ „„ „„ e 32, 636,997, 404 1. 213, 293, 827 37 
1873. «| 33, 972, 773,943 1. 152, 372, 108 34 
1874 2. 850, 681, 963 971, 231, 251 47 
1875 B. 042. 278. 853 | 1. 104. 346. 845 4.8 
1876 .. 21. 597, 274, 247 | 1, 295, 042, 029 6.0 


On an average oniy about 4 per cent. of the transactions were paid 
in money. Then amount of currency for the transactions of 
the country are much less than is supposed or assumed. We mayin 
a discussion of this question well remember the great fact that no 
nation has ever resumed specie payments after a suspension, except 
by force of a law fixing the precise day when the resumption should 
take place. We cannot hope to be an exception. The time was fixed 
in 1875, but not till ten years after the war had closed. I cannot vote 
to prolong the time to a return to the only basis of values which can 
give us real prosperity. 

Doubt and uncertainty will be increased by the repeal; capital 
would not seek investment in the now depressed classes of business, 
The fnture action of Congress could not be anticipated. I fail to see 
any good in this proposed change in the policy of the Governinent. 
It is, in my judgment, the most important measure that will be likoly 
to come before this Congress. It has been debated in the main with 
unusual fairness. A few gentlemen have been disposed to crowd 
into their speeches somewhat of threat and not a little of partyism. 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HARRISON] used these words: 

Scent yr worm will tarn u the foot which presses it. Beware of a people 
cru too far! a people who have the power, s ears who are the governors of 
this land: the holders of the ballots. se t think not that Delilah has 
shorn them of all their locks. + * * 

Tho people aro beginning to think that a coin-drawing bond is a fraud, and the 
people, when moved by hungry frenzy, are not good or cool logicians. Thousands 
of men in somo of the rich eastern cities are already dreaming of an empire, with 
themselves the moneyed y. Let them remember that republics tarn not 
to empires, except through a baptism of blood. 

Is it statesmanship to teach the people the pernicious lessons of 
repudiation and violence? Does the gentleman think it well to talk 
of an empire in this House? Are the men here who deem it best for 
all classes, that we reach a specie resumption in the way fixed upon, 
wanting in regard for the people or less patriotic than he! he 
not know that Governor Tilden, the late democratic candidate for 
President, applauded the Congress which passed the resumption act? 
In another part of bis speech ho asks the East to regard the West. 
The members on the floor from Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota, and Iowa are by a decided majority opposed to this bill. Who 
has authorized the gentleman to speak for the West when he uses 
such words as these: 


Sir, England bad its strike, and a large addition had to be made to its volunteer 
force to keep the We had a strike hero this year, and I tell gentlemen, if 
this thing is not 3 make no threat, bnt I make a propie Rapa the peo- 

le of the West will never submit to the people of tho East in robbing them for the 


efit of the bondholders. 


The gentleman has not been commissioned to speak of the West as 
the home of the strikers. The strikes did not begin there, but in the 
East. I protest against his words. He knows that in the West we 
are a law-abiding people. He knows that the West to-day is more 

rous than the East; that wa are gaining in wealth more rap- 
idly and have never felt the hard times there as they have felt them 
in the East. The gentleman may speak for Chicago, but he must not 
speak for the West. 

Another gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. TowNSHEND, ] in discussing 
the pending bill, closes his remarks in the following touching words: 


fore en idol. Let us bo faithful in this Chamber, and. if 
our efforta fail, be patient. A little more suffering and a little more patience. and 
all will be well. me will not be long when our masters—the peoplo—will 
send one here as Chief Magistrate of the Republic whom they dare not chunt ont. 
And with the whip of public opinion he will drive the money-changers from the 
tomple of liberty, and again will this land be the haven of the oppressed. Then 
again will the American soldier find with pride that the only employment for bis 
gun will be upon a foreign or savage foc, and the red flag of terrible commune 
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will disappear from oar streets. Then in truth will the era — 9 — meet the 
era of thrift. Then again will the busy hum of industry a © make sweet 
music in the land, and under the smiling of benign Providence prosperity will 
bloom in the Eist, in the sunny South, and in the prairied West. 


Surely, there is a balm for those who weep! We have only to be 
“patient,” the great day is near at hand! “A little more suffering 


and a little more patience, and all will be well.” The t demo- 
cratic party, once again in power, will cure all onr woes. e money- 
changers will leave; all will be so lovely! How good it is in Provi- 


dence to let ns have a democratic administration once in a while. 
My constituents “in the prairied West” will be so happy to get fifty 
cents a bushel for their wheat as they did in the g old days of 
President Buchanan! It is some time to wait, but we are exhorted 
by the gentleman to be “ patient.” We can only say: 

Fly swift around, ye wheels of time. 


The above extract from the speech of the gentleman is touching, 
bnt it is difficult to see just how it comes into an argument against 
the resumption of specic payments. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, it will be needless for me to inform the 
Honse that I have attempted to do no more than consider the quantity 
ofcurrency we have had outstanding each year, during and since the 
war, and more especially to examine the correctness of the state- 
ments that the financial disasters of 1873 were cansed and have becn 
continued, by a contraction or deficiency of the circulating medium. 
To wy own mind, this examination has demonstrated the fallacy of 
these statements. It may be said that the contractions which will 
be necessary before January 1, 1879, will very much exceed those 
that have already taken place. The Secretary of the Treasury has 
no authority to contract the legal-tenders below $300,000,000, and the 
free-banking clause of the resumption act onght to supply any 
real demand which this contraction shall cause. There was an in- 
creaso in national-bank circulation during the early fall of this year, 
caused by the large crops which had to be moved. While I do not 
profess to have a practical knowledge of the working of our banking 
system or laws, I fail to see any just ground to fear in the direction 

of a continued contraction. It is asserted that the Secretary of the 
Treasury will find himself unable to command the necessary amount 
of gold with which to make resumption successful. The aceumu- 
lations already made furnish reasonable grounds to believe that he 
will be abundantly able to execute the law. He assures the country 
and Congress that he can execute it. Every branch of this important 
question has been fully and ably debated. It would be but a waste 
of time for me to restate the arguments which have been made. I 
will here close my remarks and yield to the gentleman from Iowa. 


` Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. D. C. HASKELL, 
OF KANSAS, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturday, November 17, 1877, 


On tho bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. HASKELL. I shall vote for the repeal of the third section of 
the resumption act, not because I am opposed to bringing the legal- 
tender note to par with coin, nor becanse I am careless of the honor 
of the Government or willing to lower its credit, but because I con- 
ceive that there is a shorter, better, safer road to the same goal, and 
because I believe that the method of resumption proposed by this 
act is working great harm, bringing nocertain benefits to balance the 
account, and in fact is in itself an obstacle to resumption. It ought 
to be repealed because it is a piece of legislation so imperfectly con- 
structed that its working effects are not what they were expected to 
be or what they were intended to be by their original supporters. It 
was put forward at a time when loud demands were being made for 
more currency. Whether more currency was or was not needed at that 
time need not be debated here. It is at least safe to say that there 
was an almost universal protest against further contraction at that 
time, and this draught of the resumption act was introduced as a com- 
promise measure by which the ultra-resumptionists on the one hand 
and the anti-contractionists on the other were to be mutually satisfied. 

Instead of a 20 per cent. expansion, as wasfondly hoped for, it has 
worked a vicions contraction. We have sixty millions less of cur- 
rency in circulation to-day than theré was two and a half years ago, 
counting national-bank notes and legal-tenders. During the five 
years immediately preceding the resumption by the Bank of England 
in 1821, the contraction amounted to one hundred and two millions. 
It very nearly rnined English industries, and yet we, in two and a 
half years, have 8 ished an equal contraction, and that too 
through the operation of a law that was intended to relieve our in- 


dnstries by a slight increase of currency. 
The resnmption act ought to be adjudged void from ambiguity of 
It provides for a certain reduction of the legal-tender notes 
,000,000, and for the possible reduction by redemption in coin 


terms. 
- to $300, 


and cancellation to an indefinite extent. I am aware that- it has 
been urged that the Secretary of the Treasury is pledged to no 
further reduction than to the three-hundred-million limit, but I am 
also aware that in the record of the debate upon the passage of the 
bill as read the other day by my colleague [Mr. PLurs] Mr. Sher- 
man freely stated that the act itself did not decide the question. Are 
we then to sit idly by, suffering all the ills of a fo contraction, 
resulting in stagnant industries and universal distress, under the 
operation of a law so uncertain in its terms that a definition of its 
meaning must be left to the absolutism of one man, the Secretary 
of the ury ! God forbid! 

I am satisfied that if any other important law than this resump- 
tion act was found to be as uncertain and indefinite in its provisions 
it would be snatched from the statute-book within the hour. 

Bat hold! say the friends of the act, we are satisfied that addi- 
tional legislation is needed, and then all these defects can be reme- 
died. It has been the delusive cry for two years. The friends of the 
act were in the majority last Congress. Was there one of them to 

ut forth his finger to perfect it? Not one! It never will be per- 
ected save by repeal of the obnoxious third section, or that part of 
it under consideration. 

These provisions onght to be repealed, in that they provide for a 
reduction of the volume of the United States notes. Not an addi- 
tional dollar of these notes should be retired by an arbitrary enact- 
ment of law like this. Only one argument has been used for their 
retirement, and that was that the outstanding notes might be forced 
to par. Harsh and unnecessary legislation! Make them a full legal- 
tender, receivable for import dues, and you will have increased their 
value largely, more than by the retiring of one-half of them from 
circulation. 

I shall vote for the repeal of this portion of the act, for I do not 
believe in the wisdom of an arbitrary coin-exchangeability of these 
notes. This gamam of the act is the clearest feature in it. I 
doubt the wisdom of the provision, because it is not needed to main- 
tain the paper at par with coin, and the Government should never be 
placed in such a position that, having once reached resumption 
through immense sacrifices on the part of the people, it is left liable 
to another suspension by runs made upon its coin reserves precisely 
as runs are made upon the banks to-day, with the ouly safeguard left 
to her that of imitating the example of the Bank of France by tak- 
ing from the channels of trade immense sums of coin and hoarding 
them in the Treasury against these contingencies. And right here comes 
the pertinent queries, where will all this gold come from and how can 
it be procured? I leave the answer to some one wiser than I. Twill 
make this proposition instead: that specie cannot be kept in circulation in 
a country in competilion with a paper money which is immediately convert- 
ible into coin, as is contemplated by the terms of the resumption act. Why? 
I answer, because political disturbances, unfavorable exchanges, and 
crises in business affairs will produce panics, and panics will result 
in runs upon the coin reserves subject to note-exchanges, and the 
large sums of coin thus brought into unnatural circulation will be 
sent out of the country in settlement of foreign balances, Bonnet 
says in this connection: 

Why, then, it will be asked, do fivo billion or six billion francs of specie remain 
in Franco conjointly with two billions five hundred millions of paper money 1 
Simply because the specie is not in circulation and does not come into competition 


with the paper, consequently it does not suffer the depreciation which w: drive 
it out of the country. 


When paper and specie are brought into competition, the paper 
which will only pay debts at home stays at home, and the coin goes 
out of the country at a slight premium to settle foreign balances, 
on the old principle that the cheaper drives out the dearer money. 

In support of these objections to an immediate and arbitrary ex- 
changeability of notes and coin, let me quote from the ga tis iow 
Brittanica article on money, page 156, which says of the English Bank 
restriction. 

Much difference of opinion has existed with respect to the policy of the restric- 
tion in 1797, but considering the peculiar circumstances under which it took place, 
its expediency seems abundandy obvious, The run did not originate in any over- 
issue of bank paper, but grew entirely out of political causes. 

So long as the alarms of invasion continued, it was clear that no bank paper immedi- 
ately convertible into would remain longer in circulation. 

And if the alarm of invasion, might not other political alarms work 
the same result? 

And as the bank, thongh of ample funds, was without the means of in- 
stantly retiring her notes, she might but for the interference of the government, 
have been obliged to stop payments, an event, which, had it occured. might have 
produced consequences to the public interests. The error of the government 
did not consist in coming to the assistance of the bank, but in continuing the ro- 
striction after the alarm of invasion had ceased and there was nothing to hinder 
the bank from safely reverting to specie payments. 


March 31, 1874, Mr. Buckingham, of Connecticut, in the Senate, 
moved to amend a pending currency resolution in the following lan- 
guage: 

On and after the Ist day of January, 1875, United States legal-tender notes, in 
sums of $1,000 and its multiple, shall, on demand by the holder thereof, be redeemed 
by the Treasurer of the United States either in coin or with United States bonds 
s par as he shall elect. The 2 my of such bonds shall be payable in coin in 

from the Ist of January in the year in which they may be issued, and 
bear interest payable semi-annually in coin at the rate of 5 per cent., and 
be free from State and municipal taxation. 


Reduce the sum in which the notes shall be redeemed to $50, pro 


ten 
shal! 
shall 
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vide for the paying of them again in N the ordinary ex- 

nse obligations of the Government, making the interest of the 

nds what may be needed to secure their par valuation, and you 
have changed what was evidently intended for the retirement of the 
notes into a provision for an exchangeability far superior to an abso- 
lute coin exchange, and for a redemption that may be inaugurated 
to-day with safety, while it avoids all danger of a forced sus ion 
and necessitates no immense hoard of coin to maintain the exchanges. 
In addition to this, make the notes receivable for import duties and 
without forced contraction, without dishonor to our debt obligation, 
without distress to the people or disaster to our business interests, 
we have made the 1 tang act a useless statute. 

ys this act is but the instrament by which it is sought to force 
the egal-tender. notes ont of circulation and force the national-bank 
notes into circulation. To this idea let me enter an humble protest. 
On the conti I would gradually retire the national-bank issues 
and all private-bank issues and supply the place of them with a gov- 
ermental currency. It is the legitimate, natural province of sover- 
eignty to furnish the nation its money, be that money gold, silver, 
or paper promises to pay. This is rarely denied as an abstract propo- 
sition, and yet the duty of furnishing us with a currency is sought 
to be farmed out to corporations entirely and the full, free offer of the 
people to loan the Government without interest every dollar that 
can profitably be employed as a medium of exchange is spurned er 
ignored. Not only is it desired that the individual citizen should 
resolve himself into a corporation in order that he may avail himself 
of some of the privileges of citizenship, but the volume of the cur- 
tency is left to be determined only by the dealers in money, men 
whose interests are identical and whose powers of o ization for 
the protection of those interests are almost unlimited. Left entirely 
to them it will contract and expand just as profitable margins are 
seen, in the one or the other direction, and the interests of our indus- 
tries, the interests of the people, will weigh as the small dust in the 
balances. 

This power of the bankers and brokers was clearly foreseen from 
the first debates upon the currency bill, and pending its passage 
Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, said: 


We know that, whatever the ultimate security may be, a eurre cannot stand 
at par where there are strong and powerful combinations against it if it is based 
upon the idea of ultimate security rather than of immediate convertibility. What 
will be the result? Why, the bankers and brokers of the country will have a direct 
interest to depreciate it. The country owes them. The debts of the country are 
fixed in amount, and if they can forco this currency down they thereby compara- 
tively force their debts np. They make you pay in a good currency what you owe 
and they depreciate the currency you have to payin. Why will they depreciate 
it? Because they propose to furnish the currency themselves. They peepee to 
depreciate it and speculate in a ie lye currency. And, sir, they can do it by 
their hold on the commerce of the country. They havo become the avenues of 
commerce, the organs of commerce, from East to West, from North to South ; and 
with this power aod with their interests antagonistic to this currency, they will try 


to depreciate it and will sı 


Whether the resumption act is repealed or not, our currency cannot 
much longer be kept below par for the speculation of the brokers, but 
their power to govern the volume of currency, if the furnishing of 
it is to be left to them, can hardly be doubted. 

A steady flow of coin ont of the conntry on the interest acconnt, 
a steady flow into the Treasury vaults to keep up an arbitrary coin 
exchangeability of the notes, would keep what coin there might be in 
the country in New York and Washington. Very little gold and very 
few silver dollars would find their way into the circulation of the 
country, and the control of the currency by the national bankers 
would be a matter easily managed. 

It has been suggested several times ae this floor that the United 
States notes are now so nearly at par that we ought to go on under 
the present law and allow it to complete its work. Gentlemen who 
favor the maintenance of the resumption act mistake the animus of 
the opposition. It is not spend Yor that is opposed so much as the 

rocess of contraction by which it is to be brought about and by 
which it is to be maiptained after it is reached. There are also some 
few factsthat should not be overlooked in this connection. 

The greatest depreciation of English bank paper during that mem- 
orable suspension that was terminated in 1821 was in 1811, when 
$100 of bank paper would buy $86incoin, During the last five years 
of the suspension, or from 1816 to 1821, there was a depreciation of 
only 5 per cent.; and yet to overcome this inconsiderable difference 
required—or at least there was had—a contraction of over $100,000,000, 
I have already said that it very nearly ruined English industries. 
Two quotations, one from Martineau, in reference to the years 1811, 
1812, and 1813, and one from Lord Grenville, during the debates in 1819, 
will be sufficient to establish the truth of that assertion. Says Mar- 
tineau : 


vances from the factor for 


Grenville was a resumptionist, and charged upon a redundant cur- 
rency all the ovils which had fallen upon his country. We shall be 


allowed to draw our own conclusions of the causes; but of the evils 
which existed at that time he says: 

The whole kingdom was involved in a 
commerce, but its agriculture. its landed interests, even classes tho most remote 
from connection with or even 11 of the paper system, found themselves 
suddenly consigned to total and inexplicable ruin. If their lordships could see at 
their bar not merely the victims of commercial failure but those numerous 
of all ages, sexes, and classes, who had unconsciously suffered without even under- 
standing how or whence the evil camo, such a spectacle would fill their lordships 
with horror.—Sumner's History of American Ourrency. 

The price of gold at the date of the passage of the resumption act 
was 112 and 113. One year later it was 113 and 114. Contraction had 
been going on during the year, yet the price had not materiall 
changed. Is it not to be doubted whether it would be an easy tas 
to overcome even 2} per cent. depreciation by the contraction pro- 
cess alone? 

Do we desire to duplicate the experience of England by clinging 
to a measure that no man upon this floor can prove has reduced the 
premium on gold one cent, and whose only known effect is the de- 
struction of a currency that costs us little and every dollar of which 
is needed in our business? In two anda half years twenty-seven and 
a half million dollars of legal- tender notes have been destroyed; fifty- 
four and a half millions more of these notes must go before this 24 
per cent. discount is reduced and the notes brought to par. Can any 
one prore that even this thumb-screw process will produce that re- 
sult? No, sir; no man. Why then continue in existence a measure 
capable of working such positive injury to all our material interests, 
and yet a measure admitted by its friends to be incomplete, uncer- 
tain in terms, and needing bolstering legislation at every sentence ? 

Let come rather in lieu of this resumption act— 

First. The remonetization of silver, (already awaiting the action 
of the Senate and President.) 

Second. Make the legal-tenders receivable for custom dues, 

Third. Make them fundable and refundable in a par coin bond. 

That provides for the legal-tender note a sound redemption and 

rovides for the TAR at a lower rate of interest of the bonded 

ebt and gives the people, the people, what they have not now, an 
opportunity to invest their savings in the debt obligations of their 
country. 
Nothing could be devised that wonld do more to increase the loy- 
alty of the people and enhance their love of country than to provide 
for their surplus earnings an investment in Government bonds. Now 
the bondbolder is the subject of execration. Then, the bondholder 
would be“ they of their own household,” and not the Wall-street 
banker or the foreign capitalist alone, who it is so popular to-day to 
denounce, and not without cause. 

We ask that Wall street, the Rothschilds, and the Barings shall no 
longer have the entire control of our financial legislation; and when 
I charge that onr legislation has been in the interest of the capitalist 
and the dealer in money, I charge that which I can prove from the 
record, and I challenge successful contradiction. 

A careful review of our financial d will show, I think, 
clearly why there is such a wide-spread distrust of the advice which 
is so freely offered from our ty, centers in reference to the 
managementof the national finances. It was this advice that secured 
the repeal of the old funding feature of the law authorizing the issue 
of legal-tender notes, and set the greenback adrift in the world with 
no acknowled parentage. 

The 5.20 bonds authorized in 1862 were mostly sold in 1864. During 
the larger part of that year the legal-tender note was worth less than 
fifty cents, and for a portion of the year they were worth thirty-eight 
cents. In 1869 the act to strengthen the public credit was passed, by 
which it was declared that all debt obligations of the United States 
“shall be paid in coin,” “unless expressly provided that the same may 
be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver.” 

Bonds which had cost forty, fifty, and sixty cents in gold rose rap- 
idly topar. Twelve per cent. interest on the investment was realized, 
and the principal was doubled. This was one of the contingencies 
of the investment, the other was in a contemplation of the possible 
failure of the Union arms and tho loss of the entire amount loaned. 
These 5.20 bonds were sold in the dark days of the Union cause, It 
was their due. They took Ae risks, and being successful they are 
entitled to the full value of the obligation they bonght. What 
I do object to is, that this class, having received equal and exact 
justice, should now refuse to labor a tithe of the legislative benefits 
which have been given to capital. 

I noticed that the honorable member from Tennessee [ Mr. RIDDLE] 
indulged the other day in the not uncommon execration of this act 
in the following language : 

Now, the objection to the “ public-credit act“ is not that it was intended to 
strengthen the public credit, but that it changed the contract after it was mado, and 
changed it in the interest of the creditor and against the interest of the debtor. It 
was a Jaw that benefited a few and inflicted an irre le and irremediable injury 

iy. It was in the interest of the bondholder, who pays no taxes 
on his bonds and at whose dictation it was enacted, and was against the interest of 
the people, who were not consulted as to its enactment and were then and are 
now oppressed under the weight of every kind of taxation. It was the worst form 
of class legislation and in direct violation of the sound old Jeffersonian maxim, 
“ Equal rights to all, exclasive 8 to none.” It was a cunning device by 
which a domestic debt was converted Into a foreign obligation and by which the 
field of the domestic and foreign bondholder was for an indefinite period to be en- 


riched by the sweat of the r of the country, which in its last analysis is the 
frui ful parent of all wealth and of every form of individual and onal pros- 


perity. 


ral desolation; not only its trade and 


and loss on the many. 
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While I agree with him as to the main conclusions of his speech, 
I cannot forbear excepting to some of the statements just quoted. I 
insist that the act of 1869 changed no contract and imposed no bur- 
den upon the debtor that was not in honor and in law resting upon 
him fe It was simply an act declaratory of what already 
existed. 

The bondholder gave a promise to pay 8100, at no definite time 
and bearing no interest, for a promise to pay $100 at a given time, 
and ing an equitable interest; both debt obligations of the Goy- 
ernment and both promises to pay dollars, which, when ultimately 
redeemed, would mean and could meañ nothing else than coined dol- 
lars. It was directly in the interest of the bondholder; true, but it 
was not against the interest of the people, as I will proceed to show. 
In the table given by the honorable gentleman, under the head 
“Amount of bonds sold,” we find it stated at $1,852,395,000. Under 
the head of “Realized in gold,” we find the amount stated at 
$1,211,557,910. The difference between these twosums, or$640,837,000, 
the gentleman elzims as “lost to the people.” His at error con- 
sists in this, that while he figures in his table the “legal-tenders” 
down to a gold basis, he estimates the bonds at par, when he ought 
to have estimated both by the same standard, which would have 
shown the bonds to have been worth from seventy to eighty cents, 
gold, only, This will reduce the gentleman’s “loss” about two- 
thirds, 
is no loss at all in the-transaction, figured in any way you choose. 

The act was simply a declaratory act. No considerable amount of 
the bonds have been paid, or will be paid for years to come. All the 
people have paid on these bonds has been the interest ; all they will 
pay for years to come will be the interest. - Now I ask the gentle- 
man, did the act of 1869 raise or lower the interest on the 5.20 bonds? 
He must admit that it has lowered it, and to the extent that it has 
done this it has benefited the people, not oppressed or stolen from 
them. Long before the principal of these 5.20 bonds are peo, long 
before they can be rug the legal-tender notes in which the gentle 
man insists these bonds ought to be paid, the same kind of notes 
with which these 5.20 bonds were originally purchased, will be 
worth coined dollars every dollar of them, and consequently a gov- 
ernmental currency debt will be just as valuable to the holder of 
its certiticates as a coin debt, and nothing would be gained or lost 
by changing from one to the other. 

I quote once more from the gentleman’s speech : 

In these transactions the republican party is justly chargeable with two enor- 
mous political sins; one of omission in not paying the bonds in legal-tender notes, 
and the other of commission in the of the public-credit act, by which the 
most of the debt was chan wrongfully from a currency debt to a coin debt; 
and these two great political blunders, which have justly attained the dignity of 
crimes, have robbed he poopie under the forms of law of the tremendous sum of 
$1,600,000,000, which would very nearly pay the whole amount of the public debt 
of the United States now g interest. r 

Another grievance in this connection, which the people justly lay to the charge 
of the republican party, is the failure to maintain the volame of the currency in 
circulation in 1865 until the vast debts then and previously contracted had been 
fully met and discharged. 

Had the republican party paid these tive-twenties by printing 
legal-tender notes in sufficient quantities to have taken them all up, it 
would have been justly chargeable with a most heinous political sin, 
for there could have been but one result: bald, barren, unpoetic, re- 
pudiation. In no other way could the bonds have been paid, for to ob- 
tain the existing outstanding legal-tenders by taxation would have been 
a physical impossibility. I am not one who defends his party right or 
wrong. 1 think I can see where it erred in some of its financial leg- 
islation, but when I remember that it was called upon to prevent the 
disruption of the nation, in doing which it carried the country 
throngh a civil war that impoverished one-half the nation, left us 
with a debt of three billions, and while sustaining the public credit 
accomplished marvels in finance that were all the more wonderful 
because of our lack of experience. I wonder how with the deter- 
mined opposition of the democratie wing of Congress they esca 
with so few blunders as they did. In 1873 came the demonetization 
of silver with its consequent “bulling” of gold and “bearing” of 
silver. While the public-credit act can be and ought to be defended, 
notwithstanding the great profit it gave to the bondholder, this 
piece of covert legislation, by which 15 or 20 per cent. more of profit 
was to be added to the gains of the creditor, was an act of treachery 
and a breach of public faith without reasonable excuse or valid argu- 
ment. The year 1875 followed with the resumption act, as if the evil 
genius of the nation had determined that the return to legitimate 
valnations should only be accomplished by the harshest process and 
the utter ruin of those who were in the least involved. 

During all these years men who have dealt in money, made loans, 
or dealt in cash securities, whatever may have been their fortune in 
business, have seen their stock in trade rise higher and higher in its 
8 power from thirty-five cents to nearly par, while on the 
other hand men who have dealt in property, men who owned real 
estate, merchandise, farms, mills, factories, or furnaces, saw the pro- 
ducing power of their stock in trade sink lower and lower, until their 
property and themselves sunk out of sight in the abyss of bankruptcy. 

The resumption act atits work of reducing the circulation seems to 
be well fitted to complete and round out the measure of the financial 
legislation of the last few years that has been so * in the inter- 
est of the Government creditor. Is there no relief for the property- 


* 


holder? There is at least one remedy. He can be saved from the 


The honest truth of the whole matter is that there was and 


effects of a vicious and unmerciful contraction which shrinks the 
value of his property to any figure the money-lender may see fit to 
place upon it, and that is to be brought about, not merely by the pas- 
sage of the bill under consideration, but by the adoption of redemp- 
tion measures that shall not work a foreed contraetion, and by in- 
creasing the purchasing and paying power of the greenback shall 
hold it at par, with profit to all and distress to none. 

Now, one word as to the assertions that have been made, that the 
currency is redundant and that as a matter of necessity more or less 
contraction must be had before resumption can be had. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. TOWNSEND] says that there is 
more money seeking investment in the country than ever before since 
the Declaration of Independence. I deny the proposition; and yet, 
if it were true, I would invite the gentleman to consult Dun’s Regis- 
ter of Bankruptcy, with its steadily increasing list of commercial 
shipwrecks, to visit the idle factories and furnaces, note well all our 
erippled industries, and read his answer and the reason for his state- 
ment, not in a redundant currency, but in contracted industries. 

It has been asserted, too, with vehemence that the national banks 
surrendered their currency circulation because of the redundancy of 
the currency, more than they conld use, &. I assert, on the con- 
trary, that the need of money by the bankers is the great cause oy the sur- 
render of their charters or the reduction of their circulation. 

Icontidently appeal to all our western bankers if the reasons for 
the act are not substantially as follows: Suppose the case of a bank 
the capital of which was $50,000 in bonds; they receive of the Gov- 
ernment forty-five thousand of currency; they begin business, in 
process of time find that they have loans that cannot be realized upon 
speedily, customers that must be carried, &c., their necessities grow 
upon them, they see no place where they can realize any considerable 
sum save in one direction; their bonds are worth $1.18, they can sell 
them, give up their charters, and realize over and above the $45,000 
of their circulation just $14,000. Their personal necessities, the lack of 
money, causes them to shrink the volume of circulating medium $45,000, but 
they realize $14,000 of the needed currency and get that much of relief. 
Now national bankers who have retired your circulation come to the 
front and answer, was it a scarcity of currency or a redundancy of it 
in your vaults or your community that caused the retiring of one-half 
your circulation or caused you to throw up your charters and retire 
the whole amount? The answer is easily told. It is only another 
effect of the resumption act and forced contraction. I desire in con- 
nection with this question of the redundancy of the currency and 
the statement made at the outset of this argament that the resump- 
tion act was in itself an obstacle to resumption to read from this 
little work by Moran, a strong resumptionist, an argument the logic - 
of which seems unanswerable, which touches both these questions 
and answers fully the two troublesome questions, why and how? 

We believe we have clearly demonstrated that the much - talked - of redundancy 
of the currency only exists in the imagination of men whose minds are wholly 
absorbed in mere statistics, to the disregard of the changes in the extent of the 
production and exchanges of the world, and of the vast investments of economize 
capital that have to be constantly transferred by means of money of some kind. 
These men imagine that, because the volume of the currency is now much greater 
than in 1860, it must necessarily bo redandant, losing sight of the patent fact that 
the circulating medinm has increased in Europe nearly in the same ratio as in tho 
United States; and that the amount necessary to the operations of the community 
constantly varies, and depends on circumstances so numerous and so little under- 
stood that very few persons are capable of throwing much light on the subject. 
But one thing 1. certain no other currency can be overissued one composed 
of Government paper money made a legal tender by statute. 

The entire issuo of legal-tender notes is now only $374,000,000, and were our cnr- 
rency redundant the national banks could not have kept their notes in circulation, 
as how 8 have never been a e except to the banks, anil hence can only be 
iss at the demand of industry and commerce, which never pay interest for 
money not absolutely necessary to their operations. It is to the self-interest of all 
borrowersof currency to return it to the issuers the moment itis not needetl, as the 
thus save the interest paid for it. And if the currency be not redundant, it is evi- 
dent that the withdrawal, or even contraction, of either legal tenders or national- 
bank notes is not necessary, bat, on the contrary, an impediment to resumption; 
and that when we resume specie payments there can be no important demand for 

d in exchange for legal-tenders—hence that there is no necessity whatever for 

© United States Treasury to accumulate gold to any great extent in anticipation 
of resumption. There never has been a resumption of specio payments anywhere, 
after s msion, that was accompanied by an important demand for coin upon the 
banks. the contrary, the tendency after resumption is invariably for coin to 
come out of its hiding-places and tlow into the banks instead of out of them. It 
is always in anticipation of a sus of specie payments that runs for coin 
take place. In England in 1821, after resumption, there was no demand for gold 
upon the Bank of England ; the samo in the United States after the resumptions of 
139, 1848, and 1857. The Bank of France suspended specie payments on 16th 
March, 1848, and resumed them on the 6th August, 1850. Instead of contracting 


her circulation preparatory to resumption, it was largely i being— 
r nck esnnwe bos cacgerceoneinn seeds vesues 295, 500, 000 francs. 
(Om 4th ily; S890 A 5 500, 000, 000 francs, 


This shows an increase of 69 8 on the eve of resumption, and yet there 
was no demand for gold at the k after that event. On the contrary, M. Paul 
Cog. an eminent economist of Paris, stated in the Journal des économistes of April 
last that a strange st: le occurred, previously to resumption, between the Bank 
of France and the public. ‘‘ What every one then sought were bank-notes and 
what everybody universally rejected was coin. The Bank of France made every 
effort to pay out coin so as to keep its circulation within the legal limits, while the 
public o 5 to accept coin, so inconvenient to handle and transport. 
and strenuously demanded bank-notes, although their conversion into coin con! 
not then be legally exacted.” The fact is that no intelligent community that has 
ever bank-notes will ever resume the use of coin if it can beayoid 
Resumption cannot be successful unless it takes place with an casy money mar- 
ket and general confidence in the success of the measure. To that end there must 
be no forced contraction of the carrency, for that will uce a monetary crisis ; 
and ifit be redundant afterresumption, instead of the legal-tenders being presented 
to the Treasury for redemption iu coin, as people generally suppuse, the national - 
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bank notes will be returned to the banks in liquidation of the indebtedness of the 
bank dealers, without inconvenience to the banks, which will merely lose the inter- 
est on the notes returned to them, Hence the contraction of legal-tenders now 
going on in pursuance of the provisions of the finance bill enacted at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, to the extent of 30 per cent. of the new issues of national-bank 
notes. instead of facilitating resumption, will actually r it moro difficult. 
Every one seems to forget that after resumption legal-tender notes will become gold 
certificates, which are to-day preferred by every one to coin for the internal opera- 
tions of the country; and hence, to the extent to which tho legal-tenders are con- 
tracted below the probable want of the banks and the public, gold will have to be 
substituted in their place, thus ing needlessly to the cost and digiculty attending 


resumption. 

Gene totally o to the issue of currenoy of any kind by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, but, now that the legal-tenders are issued and the public are acous 
to their use and have full confidence in them, we believe, with Abraham Lincoln, 
that it is unwise to attempt to aey horses while crossing a stream. Let us wait 
until we have successfully resumed specio payments and have further diminished 
our heavy national debt, before we increase taxation for the Dnr poes of substitut- 
ing national-bank notes for the present legal-tenders. The latter, after resum 
tion, wlll peform all the functions of gold, and will generally be preferred to co 
for the 2 — operations of the country; bank- notes, on the 9 1 cannot 
take the place of gold for many purposes, not al tender, © are con- 
fident that after resumption, without any further contraction of tho legal-tenders, 
they will often be worth a slight premium in exchange for gold, and that they will 
never be presented for redemption in coin, except when coin is needed for a are 
which cannot be the case at the time of resumption if it be fixed, as it should be, 
at a time of year when the annual crops exported suflice for the liquidation of our 
foreign indebtedness. To curtail the present issues of legal-tenders is to force the 
people of the United States to pay for an unnecessary supply of ate at the very 
moment when their bardens will weigh heaviest upon them. Our banks have con- 
stantly found it diflicnlt to keep ap their reserves of legal-tenders when tho busi- 
ness of the country is active in the autumn and the annual crops are being mar- 
keted, while the legal-tenders in circulation amounted to $382,000,000, How, then, 
can 8.400, 000, 00 suilice after resumption, when industry and commerce shall have 
resumed their usual activity, with each year adding to our production and ex- 
chango? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is far from my intention to impugn the integ- 
rity of those who have had these matters in charge, nor do I desire 
to create a misapprehension of the true situation of affairs; but, sir, 
Ido insist that under this ambiguous and uncertain third section 
of the resumption act the financial enormity can be committed, nuder 
color of law too, of annihilating the entire legal-tender currency. 

I do insist that in express terms it compels the cancellation of fifty- 
four and a half millions more of the notes at least, and in view of 
the wide-spread sta; 
the contraction of the last few years, I conceive that a true regard 
for a sound public policy demands its repeal and the substitution of 
wiser legislation. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. BENJ. A. WILLIS, 


OF NEW YORK, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday, November 22, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R, No 805) torepeal tho third section of the act entitled An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate for the country, it is 
discreditable to this House, that more than ten years after war, a dis- 
cussion has been inaugurated upon a question, whether the American 
people, intelligent, honest, and self-reliant, shall revoke a solemn 

Ted ,made more than three years since, to make good its dis- 
onored promises, to vindicate the national faith, by the resumption 
of specie payments on the Ist day of January, 1579. 

This desire to prevent the consummation of a purpose so honorable 
to the Government, so essential to the restoration of real prosperity, 
is entirely unaccountable; it can be neither sustained, by sound argu- 
ment, nor excused by any reason, grounded upon justice or morality. 

It is owing wholly to a paroxysm, a delusion, pardonable enough 
in an uncivilized community, but wholly abnormal in a country like 
ours, where intelligence is generally diffused. 

Both political parties have contributed to the possibility, which 
threatens to be a reality, that this nation will present the mortifying 
spectacle, of having abandoned honest faith and acknowledged its 
incapacity to discharge its just obligations. 

I might name a number of instances where people, unintelligent 


or completely impoverished, have confessed themselves unequal to 
their responsibility and taken refage in bankruptcy, but the theught 
is intolerable, that f rty-five millions of people, exultin 


g in a climate 
unexcelled, in resources immeasurable, blessed with plenteous har- 
vests, striving for supremacy, among all the nations of the earth, 
with appliances for growth and enterprise beyond those elsewhere 
fasii after emerging from a period of depression such as has not 
n suffered in the life-time of the oldest, standing just at the thresh- 
old, of a new era of prosperity, should be added to tbat nuenviable 
cataloguo and classified financially with nations either effete or half 
civilized, with Turkey and Russia, with reas Ree Spain. 
And yet, Mr. Speaker, this is the destiny that men who believe in 


un irredeemable currency, in the indefinite postponement of the day 
of resumption, will give the country, if they succeed iu their pur- 


ation of our industries, largely attributable to 


poson i and such a destiny no patriot can contemplate, without sorrow 
and alarm, 

This financial problem vexes us to-day only because sound notions 
of justice and common-sense methods of business, have been wholly 
ignored in the administration of this Government. 

Ay, sir, if the laws upon the statute-books had been rigidly ob- 
served and faithfully executed, the forced loan, popularly Koosa as 
the greenbacks, would have been redeemed beforo 1871; we would 
have escaped the collapse of 1873 with its train of bankruptcies and 
harvest of desolation; we would bave escaped, likewise, that mount- 
ain of indebtedness, municipal, individual, and corporate, the bulk 
of which was contracted after 1870; we would have funded our debt 
in bonds, bearing a low rate of interest and saved millions annually 
in taxes; we would have enjoyed the fruits of employed industry; all 
commodities would have been marketable and our ears would not 
have been saddened, by the groans of starving thousands without 
employment, sighing vainly for food and shelter. 

or all the misery, for all the suffering, for all the extravagance, 
for all the discredit, endured by this country since the war the ad- 
ministration heretofore in power, is responsible. We are indebted to 
it, for that period of distrust and despair whose progeny are the 
8 madness and silver mania. Such distempers, are engen- 
ered only when the atmosphere is infected with moral poison, 


THE PLEDGE OF 1865, 


Mr. Speaker, on the 18th day of December, 1865, only a few months 
after the surrender of the confederacy at Appomattox and the glad- 
some proclamation of peace, the Representatives of this House in 
Congress assembled, resolved to contract the currency, with a view to 
as early a resumption of specie payments as the business interests of 
the country would permit. Here is the significant record: 144 ayes, 6 
noes. Only one democrat was false enough to his professions to cast 
a vote in the negative. This wes not all. In the month of April fol- 
lowing, legislation was had to make this pledge effective. A bill 
was — — in this House. One democrat voted against it. In the 
Senate svar democrat voted for it. The party remained tiue to its 
ancient faith. f 

What then followed? Secretary McCulloch honestly strived to per- 
form the pledge. He actually contracted tho currency to tho extent 
of $44,000,000; and yet the country prospered. All the substantial 
business interests improved. But speculators began to tremble, Theis 
career of plunder was drawing to a hasty close. They besieged Con- 

they importuncd the Executive, and conquered. 

McOulloch, refusing, to be an instrument of national shame, was 
dismissed from official station. A pliable, narrow-minded successor 
was secured, and the great crime of the century, perpetrated. The 
policy of contraction was reversed. A solemn promise needlessly, 
wilfully broken, and A porod of wild, uncontrollable speculation 
ensued. In 1872, $5,000,000 of greenbacks were issued; in 1873 

„000, nbacks were issued—all in outrageous disregard of 
the Constitution and the law. The policy of honesty endured for 
rather more than two years, when the policy of inflation again began. 
In 1863 the amount of legal-tenders outstanding was.. $355, 883, 513 
In 1869 the amount of legal-tenders outstanding was.. 356, 000, 000 
In 1870 the amount of legal-tenders outstanding was.. 356, 000, 000 
In 1871 the amount of legal-tenders outstanding was.. 357, 000, 000 
In 1872 the amount of legal-tenders outstanding was.. , 
In 1873 the amount of legal-tenders outstanding was.. 356, 922, 018 
In 1874 the amount of legal-tenders outstanding was.. 382, 000, 000 

I further invite attention to the following table, which demon- 
strates that bank-notes and fractional currency during the samo 
period increased, in a yet greater ratio. It is terribly suggestive : 


United States issues. 
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Nov. 1, 1870 | 30, 289. 794 356, 000, 395, 392, 025, 999, 967 
Nov, 1, 1871 39, 488, 143 357, 500, N. 080, 964 „884. 224 
Nov. 1, 1872 | 42, 316, 780 360, 566, 704| 402. 969, 603 963, 073 
Nov. I, 1873 | 48, 041, 350 366, 922, 018) 415, 043, 035) 393, 984 
Nov. 1, 1874 | 47, 385, 69 382, 000, 429, 460, 965 38. 211 
Nov. 1, 1875 | 40, 681, 629) 373, 236, 244) 413, 987, 581 § 204, 403 
June 20,1874 45, 772, 010) 382, 000, 4: ft 742, 909 
Jan. 14, 1875 | 45, 360, 498 332, 000, 0 |, 294, 205 


In 1876 the currency was greater than ever before, excepting m the 
years 1874 and 1875. 

The amount of legal-tenders and national notes in circulation to- 
day is $689,615,578. This excludes fractional currency. These fig- 
ures demonstrate that the circulation of to-day is larger than it was 
in 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, or 1871; a steady, retrogressive move- 
ment, 
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It requires no argument to show that had McCulloch, continued to 
act as Secretary of the Treasury, had the Government persisted in 
the gradual contraction of the currency, resumption would have been 
accomplished at least in 1872, and speculative enterprises would have 
been crippled in their beginning; the monster indebtedness of cor- 
porations, municipalities, and individnals would not have been in- 
curred; Government and society would not have demoralized and 
corrupted by the blaze and bewilderment of a false prosperity; the 
collapse of 1873 would have been impossible; overproduction would 
not have occurred, and, our national debt having remained at home, 
we would not have been deprived of our gold and silver, This 
crime mistake” is a misnomer—has cost the people countless mill- 
ious of dollars. 

Dishonesty provokes the“ wrath of the gods:” In eadem re utilitas et 
turpitudo esse non potest. 

THE PLEDGE OF 1869. 

Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the noteworthy infidelity of the Gov- 
ernment to its sacred obligation, which I have so mildly denounced, 
Congress had in 1869, still retained a certain degree of honor and 
self-respect. It worshiped the idea of inflation, but it still recog- 
nized the fact that the non-interest-bearing debt was to be paid 
in coin; soon the 19th day of March, there was passed what was 
grandiloquently termed “ An act to strengthen the public credit,” 
which contains this clause: 

And the United States also solemnly pledges its faith to make provision at the 
earliest practicable period for the redemption of the United States notes in coin. 

If an individual debtor made that promise, we would all know what 
to expect. 

The receipts of the Government exceeded its expenditures by mill- 
ions; business was fairly prosperous throughout the land. A 8 
sighed for the adjustment of the financial question, upon a stable 
basis; gold flowed into the coffers of the Government. So you read- 
ily sa a the ability of the Government, to execute its promise. 

What was done? 

The excess of receipts, which in only three current years would 
have extinguished the non-interest-bearing debt, was applied to the 
payment of bonds, distant many years from maturity, which appli- 
cation was in bad faith and contrary to sound business principles. 

Did it aecnmulate the gold, as the letter of the law reqnired? Oh, 
no! It deliberately went into the market of Wall street; sold gold 
to the extent of millions and millions; became the ally of gamblers; 
made speculation feverish and excited, so that, between July 1, 1869, 
and September 30, 1876, the extent of sales amounted to $359,705,144, 
or $22,169,428 more than the amount of outstanding greenbacks. 

Here is a plain, incontrovertible statement, which shows how an 
honest administration, obedient to law, could have cancelled every 
dollar of the forced or legal-tender loan. 

No excuse can be interposed to justify, the failure. The amounts 
realized from gold sales were not required to meet ordinary or current 
expenditures, for between those very dates a yet greater sum, 
$435,000,000, of the unmatured debt was extinguished. 

For this breach of faith no characterization, can be severe enough, 
The officials concerned, if not impeachable in court of law, should 
be impeached at least, before the bar of an honest and enlightened 
public opinion. 

REVERSAL OF THE SUPREME COURT DECISION. 

Mr. R the foes to fair dealing on the part of the Government, 
finding it an easy matter to violate pledges and congratulating them- 
selves upon their impunity, encountered what at any other time and 
in any other country would have been an insuperable obstacle to the 
further exercise of bad faith. The legality of the legal-tender notes 
was tested in the courts, The most august tribunal of the Kepublic 
by solemn decree declared them unconstitutional. Good men rejoiced. 
Business interests werespeedily accommodated to the supposed change. 

But joy was premature. 

Speculators were supreme in that hour. Constitutions and courts 
were laughed at. You know the sequel: A court packed with judges, 
pledged to reverse itssoiemn jndgment. A decision that should have 

nas binding as the Constitution itself was overruled, notwith- 
standing the doctrine of ‘ Stare decisis,” which no monarch in any 
country but ours would dare toassail. The foundations of the Repub- 
lic undermined, at the beck of adventurers, the flotation of whose 
schemes, was wholly dependent on false values, which could come 
only from legalized inflation. 

Had the decision stood, after a sharp, pinching 
months we would have been on rock-bottom; v: 
been readjusted and prosperity within our grasp. 

THE EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE. 


Branches colluded and conspired together, that this unequaled 
crime against our system of government might be consummated. 
The judiciary, our last refuge, was debauched for the same purpose. 
The fruit is, four years of prostration, gloom, and distrust. Oppres- 
sions npon the people too terrible, for the mind of man to conceive. 
Nemesis hus presided. 


rocess of a few 
ues would have 


NO RIGHT OF REISSUE. 


Mr. Speaker, an examination of the laws whereby legal-tenders 
were issued discloses a provision to the effect that, after being paid to 
the Government in liquidation for taxes or otherwise, they should not 
be reissued, uuless absolutely demanded by the exigency of the publie 


interest or public service. Now, sir, that provision is a part of the 
contract the Government entered into when it compelled the people 
to accept greenbacks as certificates of indebtedness and use them for 
currecey. The notes were born of necessity and should have been 
paid the very instant, the necessity ceased to exist. 

If the Government at any time had in its possession eoin beyond 
the amount req tired for coin obligations, not ono of these notes should 
have been reissued, and all such reissues are without legal warrant 
or authority. 

The statement that the Government has sold more than $500,000,000 
of gold—more than two and a half times the amount of our whole 
legal-tender currency—and applied the proceeds to the payment 
of an unmatured debt is a conclusive demonstration that no exi- 

ney such as was contemplated by law has existed to justify reissue. 
There is a statute still in force to the same effect in the Revised 
Statutes, section 2579: 

When any United States notes are returned to the Treasury they may be reissued 
from time to time as the exigencies of the public interests may require. 


Some gentlemen, notably the member from Ohio, [Mr. GARDNER, ] 
erringly sup this section was repealed by implication by the act 
of January 14, 1875, for the reason that it is inconsistent with the 

rovisions thereof. Nothing could be further from reason. The act 
in question has the same pu as the section, it being “An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments.” There is no incon- 
gruity, no repugnancy, between them, and by an accepted rule of 
egal construction they must stand together. If this provision of law 
had been complied with strictly, there would not have been in the 
year 1872 a dollar of non-interest-bearing debt unpaid. 

What is meant by exigency? Why, sir, the same exigency which 
authorized the original issue, Such exigency has not existed. I 
learned not long since, from a distinguished friend, that there was 
pending, undetermined, a legal action involving the precise proposition 
upon which I here insist, and that it will be eventually determined by 
the Supreme Court of the United States. In that event, the princi- 
ple I maintain will be established or all former decisions overthrown. 

Herein have I again indicated how, through criminal neglect and 
defiance of law, the national faith has been tainted, resumption 
deferred, and tho people exposed to the terrible ordeal, which they 
have not eyen escaped at this late day. And yet, if ay friends suc- 
ceed in their endeavor to again postpoue the day of redemption, an- 
other and fouler crime will be added to the list. 

Mr. Speaker, even the present Secretary of-the Treasury and my 
distinguished friend from Ohio, [Mr. GAnkFIELD,] in the main so 
sound, hint at the maintenance in circulation, of $300,000,000 legal- 
tenders, if demanded by the interests of business. This cannot be 
done; the exigency no longer exists. When greenbacks are paid in 
or funded, they must be cancelled. Government faith cannot be vin- 
dicated until our currency is redeemed in coin. I hope declarations 
from sources so distinguished, are not the signal of another betrayal, 
another attack on honest faith. 

The distinguished gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] also intimates 
that the exigency justifying a reissue of legal-tenders exists now and 
will continue to exist indefinitely, at least so long as any of them are 
outstanding. It is to be regretted, that a gentleman so distinguished 
should be enslaved by an error so unworthy his fame as lawyer and 
statesman. 

Let ns realize, how much mischief has been already wrought by this 
mistaken judgment of the law and guard against a recurrence, 
recognition of the right principle, in this regard would render abso- 
lutely certain, the success of the resumption act by January 1, 1879. 

THE RESUMPTION ACT. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not, in opposing a repeal of the resumption act, 
wish to glorify it, even by implication. I believe, considering the 
time of its passuge and the circumstances of the country, it was 
utterly inadequate for the purposes of resumption; it was so regarded 
then by its friends and foes. Some pretended, it was a measure of 
inflation, some that it would operate us a measure of severe contrac- 
tion. Until within a few months last past it has been a sore hinder- 
ance to resumption. ; 

It was be =k to the Senate by the present Secretary of the 
Treasury. e was interrogated as to the meaning of its provisions. 
He avoided explanations, indulged in the most palpable evasions, 
and then in his desperation, to escape committal, angrily exclaimed, 
“Look at the bill; it speaks for itself.” 

It is only quite recently, that anything has been done to execute its 
provisions, so far as relates to the third section. Because of distrnst 
and heavy taxes on banks, their circulation, which at the outset in- 
creased, began to diminish. The appreciation of legal-tenders has 
kept pace with their contraction; a conciusive proof that there has 
been an excess of circulation. This slight contraction, then, is wholly 
owing to natural causes, and despite narrow, short-sighted states- 
manship. The gold in the Treasury available for resumption has 
been increased only during the last six months, an increase rendered 
possible by an increase o roi te which are now in excess of im- 
ports at the rate of $200,000,000 per annum. 

A bountiful crop; a purpose on the part of the Executive to en- 
force resumption; the approximation of legal-tenders to par, make 
resumption entirely practicable. It involves no shrinkage in values, 
for they are already beginning to improve; resumption has already 
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been anticipated and every commodity has been at the lowest level, 
Resumption has always been possible under existing laws. It would 
have been reached under existing laws, but there has been hitherto 
a disinclination on the part of the executive branch of the Govern- 
ment to enforce it. 

The act of January 14, 1875, however, had two virtues, the pro- 
vision providing for free banking leaving the amount of circulation 
snbject to control of natural laws and a definite pledge of resump- 
tion. 

The Government made a solemn promise to pay the non-interest- 
bearing notes in coin on a day certain, January 1, 1579; Every holder 
of the greenback, every business man in the country, accepted this 
pledge in the honest belief, that it would be faithfully carried ont. 
All contracts were made with reference to it; and now, more than a 
year before the time of redemption, to recall that pledge, to reverse a 

licy already nearly ripened into snecess, would not only be dis- 
es in itself but unbusiness-like and impolitic. 

The notes must be paid, some time. Those who deny this proposi- 
tion are unworthy of the slightest heed; they betray a moral turpi- 
tude which deserves nothing, but the resentment of scorn. If they 
are to be paid some time, contraction must precede payment. Suffer- 
ing and depression, are the necessary cost of resumption. Well, we 
have had contraction; we have bad depression of values; we have 
had mourning and desolation. The agony is well-nigh over. Confi- 
dence is returning; prices are enhancing; gold is accumulating, and 
a brief period more, of manly patience, an honest declaration to main- 
tain intact and untainted the publie faith, will carry us right speedily 
to ae goal of resumption, which means plenty, content, and pros- 

ty. 
The promised land is just ahead, but we are threatened with cow- 
ardice and treachery at this crisis of our fate. 

The repeal of the resumption act will plunge the country into new 
griefs, into a ety depth of bankruptcy and want. The first con- 
sequence would be depreciation of notes, no one knows how great. 
In any event every promise to pay a dollar would possess less 
purchasing power than now. Every widow and orphan, every me- 
chanic or farmer who owns moneys on deposit in savings instita- 
tions would be made poorer, every owner of a life policy would have 
his security reduced. The little confidence now enjoyed would be 
destroyed and not another legal-tender dollar could be placed in cir- 
culation, for such issue is prohibited by the Constitution. The most 
rigid contraction which the anti-resumptionist so nis e bewails 
would occur, and the’ people, the banks, the capitalists; would vie 
with each other in doing what was done in 1873 after the collapse— 
hoard the greenbacks. 

How, then, could the advocates of inflation, confront their victims? 
Oh, they hail silver as their savior? The Bland silver bill, which made 
better time than Parole or Ten Broeck, in its passage through this House, 
but which has happily come to grief in the hands of a senatorial com- 
mittee some of whose members, understand finance and love honesty, 
is to be the cure-all, the panacea. Letus examine this pretension ; the 
aid of metaphysics, is not required to expose its falsity. Silver is 
worth 93, greenbacks 97%; remonetize silver, make greenbacks con- 
vertible into silver, and the commodity in which the greenback is to 
be paid would be worth more than the greenback itself; the dollar is 
worth more than the promise to pay a dollar; silver would become a 
superior currency, and then what? Why silver will hie away and 
be hidden in the coffers of the hoarder; it will be employed by na- 
tional banks as a reserve for resumption or seek . Beacon 
exportation, while gold, at a yet higher premium, will turned 
into other channels and no longer be available for business purposes. 
Commercial transactions will be cramped, foreign trade, now improv- 
ing with such gratifying rapidity, will be checked, and all the evils 
of 77 17 be intensilied, ay, re-enforced by other evils that we know 
not of. 

Beyond this, another result more deplorable than any indicated 
would be sure to follow: the funding of Government bonds bearing 


interest at 5 and 6 per cent. would wholly cease, entailing a certain’ 


loss in annual interest of $21,660,000; in thirty years, without com- 
pounding, the enormous loss of $649,800, 

Mr. Speaker, to my honorable friends, who oppose resumption I de- 
clare such are the legitimate and necessary fruits of your policy— 
contraction, expulsion of gold and silver from the country, the annual 
loss of more than $20,000,000 pesong to the people, the absolute 
wreck of confidence just now beginning to infuse life into the busi- 
ness of the conntry, an annihilation of our export trade. 

Again, sir, whileit is true that the pending bill, leaves banking free, 
the advocates of resumption repeal, propose an absolute destruction 
of banks, a complete withdrawal of bank circulation. What then? 
Why, the currency will be still farther reduced to very near one-half 
its present amount. The banking capital will no longer be employed 
to facilitate business operations, the wheels of civilization will be 
turned backward, and what will be gained? 

Why, the people will be called upon to dispense with bank facili- 
ties, business enterprises will languish and die, the bloated bond- 
holders, the diabolical capitalists, will no longer lend their aid, but 
content themselves simply with drawing interest on their securities 
in standard coin, in gold, securities, exempt even from taxation. 

Mr. S er, look which way you will, there is a single alterna- 


tive. Pay uccording to pledge or repudiate. The agreement to pay 


in 1879, a loan extorted from the people, is a sacred contract; to 
violate it, to take a step backward, is repudiation and will entail 
upon the nation, interminable woes. The loss will fall where ? 
Not on the bondholders, you curse with extravagant rhetoric; not 
upon the capitalists—they can make investments where they will; 
they can hoard, or they can take advantage of the debtor’s necessi- 
ties; they can absorb what others are unable to hold; they can 
charge heavy margins to cover fluctuations in value. When you at- 
tempt to 8 inst bloated bondholders you shoot at the stars! 
The poor bill-holder will suffer; his tool of business you dull. You 
only make him more completely than ever before the slave of capital. 

The bonds, you cannot, dare not repudiate, They will not mature 
in years to come. Long before their maturity values will be ad- 
justed and sound sense restored to people and Government. 

You injure only the men, yon so loudly profess to serve. If you can 
make a poor man believe that if he holds certain promissory notes 
held by his neighbor he will be enriched by their depreciation or by 
their extension, then 11 will possibly poensis him that the people 
will be enriched by the depreciation of the governmental promises 
they hold, or by an official declaration, that the time of payment now 
fixed will be indefinitely postponed. 

FUNDING OF LEGAL-TENDERS. 

Mr. Speaker, although resumption is possible and practicable under 
existing law, there is a mode of facilitating it; a mode which will at 
once yield to us all the benefits of resumption; which will work no 
hardship, no shock; and that is alaw authorizing the funding of the 

nback, at the will of the holder, into a4 per cent., forty-year 

ond, which to-day, in the market of the . would be worth a 
trifle more than its face value in gold. Such a measure I introduced 
the early part of the first session of last Congress, reintroduced the 
ret pers of this, and have now offered as an amendment to the pend- 
ing bill. 

It endows the holder of the greenback with the ability to invest 
it in something worth its par in gold; it would give the greenback 
a purchasing power equal to gold. IÈ money was worth more than 
4 per cent., it would be retained in circulation; the funding would 
be optional, and in consequence there could be no forced contraction. 
The instant such a measure passed, all outstanding circulation would 
appreciate to a gold standard; for no man would sell a greenback 
less than gold when he could go into the market and exchange it for 
something equal in value to gold. The measure provides that bonds 
shall be issued in multiples of $100, $50, and $20 each; so small, that 
mechanic, Jaboring-man, and farmer could invest their earnings. 
These bonds could be used in business transactions as money, as col- 
lateral to borrow money. The banks could employ them as a basis 
of cirenlation or as a reserve fund ta prolec liabilities. They would 
all be held in our country and would serve most advantageously as 
an investment for the poor man. 

The bank notes would enhance in the same measure, for they wonld 
be convertible Hato grees beak equal to gold, or if greenbacks were ab- 
sorbed and canceled into gold itself. Thus conversion could be en- 
forced by the terms of law, but nobody would enforce it, because 
they are absolutely secure. Everybody would know that they are 

aranteed by bonds on deposit in the Treasury, which would bring 
in the market 15 per cent. more in gold than the amount of cir- 
culation. When the notes become e as good as gold, nobody 
will want the gold. The banks will be at liberty either to increase 
or surrender circulation, and just the amoant of currency demanded 
by the needs of trade, will be issued. 

The absurd attempt to arbitrarily fix this amount or that amount 
of circulating medinm will be abandoned. Declamation about how 
much France has, how much England, will thenceforth be disre- 

arded as unmeaning nonsense. The determination will be left en- 
tirely to the pevple-- bree from artificial restrictions, subject to the 
law of supply and demand. Mr. Speaker, the adoption of this amend- 
ment will at once release more than $200,000,000 of gold which will 
float side by side with this appreciated paper just as it did before the 
war. If gold should be worth more here than in England and France 
even by | per cent., it would at once seek our shores and swell our 
volume of currency, for, like any other commodity, it goes where it is 
most wanted. The bloated bondholders and diabolical capitalists of 
London, Paris, and Frankfort, like those of our own country, are 
controlled solely by self interest. They are not like the gentlemen 
who pretend to champion the debtor class—disinterested and self- 
sacrificing patriots—but cold, selfish, and calculating. If they can 
realize one-half of 1 per cent. more for gold in New York than else- 
where, to New York they will send it. 

Pass this amendment and thirty days hence the pledge of redemp- 
tion will be substantially made good; we will enjoy all the advant- 
ages of resumption ; fluctuations will cease ; real will be substituted 
for false values; we will have an unvarying standard of value, the 
highest and most potential on the globe; we will gain at least 1 per 
cent. on the grand total of all commercial transactions; we will 
vindicate at once the national integrity. Credit re-established, every 
commodity will have a marketable value and begin to circulate. One 
dollar, with sound faith behind it, will do the work of five. The 
unite 10 of forty-five millions of people unloosed, and ac- 
tivity will felt everywhere, in every channel of industry and 
trade; the financial problem will be solyed; business interests will 
no longer be harmed by needless agitation. It is a short, simple, 
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common-sense method; it will dispense with the necessity of keep- 
ing gold hoarded and unemployed; it will give the bill-holder the 
equivalent of gold, what he is willing and eager to accept in lieu 


of N : 
r. Speaker, what argument is urged against it? Only one: that 
it would add to the funded debt of the country, What of it? 


If every 1 tender was funded, the annual interest would be but 
about twelve millions. It would save to the people indirectly hun- 
dreds of millions; it would make the funding operations successful, 
which would result in the annual saving in interest of at least twenty- 
one millions; it would simply be doing what every honest man would 
despise himself if nnwilling to do—paying a cheap interest on an 
honest overdne debt. 

Such a measure enacted into a law would take from the Government 
its unconstitutional function as banker, remit it where it belon 
to the people, and thenceforth leave the work of resumption to tke 
people. It would only be restoring to the holders of the legal-tenders 
of an original right to fund in interest-bearing bonds, of which 
right they were wrongfully deprived during the war; it would be 
doing penance for the crime of repudiation. 


PAYMENT OF DUTIES IN GREENBACKS. 


Mr. Speaker, it has been proposed by certain gentlemen during this 

discussion that the Government should cease to discredit its own 
ene and receive greenbacks for all dues, including customs 
uties, 

I, sir, should favor such a measure most zealonsly, were its sole 
papon the vindication of national credit. In that case there should 

a provision that the notes so received should be at once canceled 
and the non-interest-bearing debt reduced. Such a measure would 
be an effective agency for disposing of our unperformed promises—the 
extinction of a loan. Butsuch is not the real intent of honor- 
able gentlemen who advocate the measure. 

They insist that the greenbacks shall be reissued when paid into 
the Treasury; that the way to redeem a note is to receive it in pay- 
ment and then pay it out again. Astrange logic this, in business! A 
wonderful proof of statesmanship! They also forget that interest 
upon bonds must be paid in gold, and, further, if resumption is to be 
had, that gold must be accumulated for that pu 

Now, if the Government should collect no gold, it would have to 
paean in the open market; the result would be corners and com- 

inations among gamblers to raise the price; fluctuations, and con- 
sequent inju all legitimate business enterprises would ensue, 
and the greenback note would remain dishonored and unreduced in 
circulation. It would postpone the day of resumption and injure 
the Government credit, bècause, in order to make its bonds salable. 
there was given an implied pledge to insure interest by collection of 
duties on imposts in gold. 


AMOUNT OF CIRCULATION REQUIRED. 


Mr. Speaker, much labor and t learning has been expended in 
an attempt to show how much circulation is needed in this country. 
The example of France is gushingly paraded, and the advocates of 
more money insist that because the per capita amount in that country 
is so much, that it should be correspondingly increased in this. This 

uestion is happily not involved ; if it were, it would be an idle one. 

here lives not the. man, there never has lived the man capable of 
determining how much money is required in this or any other coun- 
try. Least of all would the legislative branch of the Government 
have the ability to solve the problem. 

The amount of money required is wholly dependent on conditions; 
if it is real money—id est, coin or paper convertible into coin on de- 
mand—it would settle itself; it would come where most needed and 

where most wanted. The greater the facilities in banking the 
ess. the amount 8 It is no criterion of a.nation’s wealth. 
Even in France, which enjoys the largest circulation, the currency 
constitutes aninsignificant fraction of its capital. England contrives 
to prape with less to-day than it had years ago when it was a 
hundred per cent. poorer. 

The genius of business bas invented innumerable substitutes for 
money: checks, certificates of deposits, notes, and bills. In New York, 
the wealthiest center of America, 4} per cent. only of actual exchanges 
has been used in money. 

The higher civilization climbs the more simplified and method- 
ized business becomes, the less will we depend on currency. The 
amount actually employed is that which is n to settle the 
final differences in exchange ; therefore the demand for inflation is 
meaningless and signifies a profound ignorance of financial science. 

. The Government no sympathy with the laws of trade; the puls- 
ations of commerce make no impressions upon them; therefore this 
matter of circulation must be remitted to the people. 

It devolves on the Government only to establish and regulate the 
value of coin; a wise government will so regulate the standard as to 
make it the highest and most potential on the globe. In this wise 
only can we enjoy the greatest advantages in commercial transactions 
with foreign nations. 

Dismiss, then, an unprofitable theme, whose discussion will effect no 
result, but be assured that there can be no expansion of currency 
until coin again becomes the measure of values and Government is 
divorced a vinculo” from the business of banking. 
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CHEAP MONEY. 

Mr. Speaker, there is another hallucination which possesses the 
ponents of resumption. They want cheap money; they want the 
Government to e it cheap, the cheaper the better. 

One of the ious metals has fallen in value about 10 per cent. ; 
all at once it become an object of idolatry, more worthy of wor- 
ship even than the beloved greenback, the magical nback! 

en the silver dollar was worth more than a gold dollar, no lan- 
was too severe, no rhetoric too vehement for its denunciation. 
In 1875, the commandin of the greenback column, my 
disti friend from [Mr. Ew1xe, ] denounced that section 
of the redemption act which provides for the funding of fractional 
currency into silver. This was two years after its demonetization ; 
he 1 en, its remonetization, even to the extent of forty-four mill - 
ionsof dollars. Why? The gentleman himself tells us, “because silver 
has never been below 5 per cent. IET since the resumption 
law was passed. It is now [October 9, 1875] about 8 per cent. 
premium.” Then he declared with the assurance of prophecy “ that 
under that law, if executed, the people of this country within a year 
from this time will be without one dollar of fractional money, either 
ef or silver,” and thereupon the soft- money hosts reward him with 
oud applauses. More than two years have since elapsed : silver found 
its way in circulation; the law was a complete success. 

Now let my friend throw aside the mantle of Elijah. Prophecy 
liketh him not. His other predictionsabout the horrors which specie 
resumption will beget, the glories which silver remonetization will 
achieve, are no less idle and will be no less strikingly falsified. 

I hope my friend will learn, and that, too, speedily—for he is a man 
of too much ability, of too much promise to retire early from public 
life—that what the country needs is not cheap money, but real money; 
not promises to pay money, but money itself, of the highest standard ; 
constitutional money, which courts cannot or ill-fortune de- 

reciate; democratic money, which Jackson and Benton and Silas 

right advocated. Then he may entertain a just hope of gracing u 
senatorial chair. 

I beg my honorable friend from Ohio, [Mr. Ewixd, ] if he doubts 
what the authoritative voice of democracy is upon the question of 
specie resumption, to recall that nificent gathering of democratic 
hosts, representing every State in this Republic—directly from the 
people, drawing their inspiration from the ple. I implore him 
also to remember that struggle precipita there between honest 
money and inconvertible currency in which he himself bore a con- 
1 part —how the issue was squarely made when he presented 

is resolution, “The resumption act being highly injurious to the 
business of the country ought to be forthwith repealed ;” preciseiy 
the issue made in this House by the bill he has reported—how that 
issue was determined, after fair discussion, (for he was boldly chal- 
lenged to the combat) by the defeat of his resolution, it receiving only 
219 votes out of 769 in the convention. 

The distinguished gentleman is entitled to his views, but he has no 
warrant to speak for the great national democratic party, wedded now 
as always to coin and paper money convertible into coin on demand 
op now as always to the curse of an inconvertible currency and 
the repudiation of just obligations. 

Mr. $ ker, the interconvertible scheme, the three-sixty-five inter- 
convertible scheme once so forcibly and ingeniously u by my dis- 
tinguished friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY, ] requires no notice 
from me. I presume my friend is himself convinced ere this of its fal- 
lacy, or he would not have permitted it to escape his attention in his 
last great effort on this floor. Itis sufficient to say that it would require 
the establishment of costly machinery, of numerous agencies for inter- 
change of bonds, and result in a complete absorption of the currency, 
which would produce a terrible scarcity of money, high rates of in- 
terest, and general paralysis of business. Beyond this its operation 
would be impossible; for nobody would exchange an interest-bearing 
bond fora . and if they would any new issues 
would be unconstitutional, I dismiss this branch of the subject, then, 
eongratulating the country that if the soft-money champions aban- 
don one heresy so readily there is reason to hope they will abandon 
others no less ludicrous and dangerous. 


SPECIAL LEGISLATION—MONOPOLY. 


Mr. Speaker, I would be wanting in service to a just cause should I 
conclude this discussion without fitly characterizing the attempt 
made by my honorable friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] and 
his allies to visit odium upon the advocates of honest money by 
imputing to them all the woes and bankruptcies which have de- 
scended upon this land; to arrogate to themselves the exclusive 
champi ip of the laboring-man’s cause. y 

For unblushing impudence and shameless effrontery it has never 
been surpassed. Jack Cade at the head of his ragged legions, as he 
marched on London, presents in contrast a ris agregar Sand 
the honorable Mr. Eccles, when he demands that the Pas ate of the 
workingmen be regarded, must henceforth be greeted, not with 
sneers and jests, but with respectfal salutation, for he was eminently 
a statesman, compared to honorable gentlemen in this House who 
assert that they befriend the laboring class when they eulogize an 
1 currency and seek not only to perpetuate but en- 
arge it. : 

Let me invoke the attention of my distinguished friend from Penn- 
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sylvania [Mr. KELLEY ] and I will exhibit to him some of the modes 
whereby the r have been made miserable, why the rich exult in 
greater wealth, and I hold him beyond all others responsible for it; 
not willfully, for I believe him to be honest, conscientious, and sin- 
cere, but unwittingly by reason of his able devotion to a gerous 
system of legislation. í 

From 1862 to 1873 lobbyists swarmed and thronged about the por- 
tals of the Capitol at every session of Congress. “You help me and 
Vl help you,” better known as log-rolling, has been openly and dis- 
gracefully carried on to the unspeakable injury of the spe yn A 
the enhancement of interests which concern small cliques and 


alone. 

Special legislation in finance, in tariff, and in general administra- 

tion has completely superseded, crowded out of memory almost, those 

rinciples of 8 generous statesmanship which regarded only the 
interests of all, was indifferent to class or section, tore down the arti- 
ficial barriers between capital and labor, and befriended only such 
measures of policy as benetited all, and were based on the law of equal 
freedom. 

Our whole net-work of statutes, whether pondas for the regula- 
tion of finance or the imposition and collection of taxes, are crowded 
with fraudulent devices and contrivances, enacted with intent to 
cheat, defraud, and impoverish the people. 

Taxes are not levied to raise revenue but to sustain small classes of 
men, who have invested in abnormal and unprofitable industries, to 
transform them into millionaires—the millions into paupers. 

Every industrial pursuit has been hampered and paralyzed. To aug- 
ment the possessions of a few capitalists every mechanic, miner, farm- 
er, tradesman—ay, sir, manufacturers outside of the recipients of 
legislative favor—have been taxed and weighed down with oppressive 
burdens. No nation on the earth can boast a tax list so large, collec- 
tion machinery so complex and expensive, a levy so unequal, a sys- 
tem so inquisitorial, as the United States of America. 

This legislation was acquiesced in because the plea of necessity was 
urged, but such acquiescence was criminal, impolitic, even during 
war. Had the tariff been for revenue, our receipts would have been 
larger, our 8 more uniform, and the people demoralized in- 
finitely less. There would have been fewer millionaires and fow 
beggars. Now, sir, I charge all onr woes are due to this curse in legis- 
lation, that it is the twin monster of an inconvertible paper currency; 
that it has closed to us the markets of the world, destroyed our 
foreign trade, occasioned almost an utter stoppage of emigration, 
res ited in overproduction, ruined those it intended to protect, and 
created a pauper class numbering hundreds of thousands. 

The monopolists and bloated capitalists which the honorable gen- 
tleman [Mr. KELLEY ] so vehemently denounces are the creatures of a 
policy which he and his friends have inaugurated, a policy unre- 
publican and destructive of every democratic principle. 

Men who have given to private co: tions land exceeding in acre- 
age and extent New York and all New England, guaranteed hun- 
dreds of millions of honds in the nature of subsidies, committed 
extravagances in administration whose cost cannot be measured, 
DAYO no right to announce themselves as the especial champions of 

abor. 

All the weight of these burdens must be finally borne by the work- 
ingmen, for by so much as the people are impoverished by so much is 
the capacity to pay for labor reduced. 

If you are honest in your — to befriend the laboring-men of 
the country, break away all e restrictions, restore the standard 
of value recognized as the highest by all the nations of the earth, 
cease to protect capitalists and create monopolies, open the markets 
of the world for the products of our soiland skill. Wageswill enhance, 
poses soy thrive anew, and America will be, more truthfully than 
ever before, the workingman’s paradise. 

The only remedy for overproduction is a tariff which interferes 
with no man’s right to buy where he can purchase most cheaply, to 
sell where he can obtain the highest price. 

Without such a tariff, in view of the fact that our capacity for pro- 
duction exceeds the capacity for consumption at least 20 per cent., 
we will have a permanent pauper class in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, every pretense by the opponents of resump- 
tion is so transparent in its shallowness that it needs only to be stated 
to be exposed. We want more money, more greenbacks, they ex- 
claim, and yet they oppose the only method whereby circulation can 
be enla : resumption of specie payments. They must know that 
the only way to get more greenbacks in circulation is for the Gov- 
ernment to pinge more deeply in debt; that a further issue would in- 
volve, a violation of the Constitution. I assume there is no champion 
of cheap interconvertible money who will question the proposition 
that Government notes can be made legal-tenders only in a period of 
war, under the stress of necessity; they must know that, thongh it 
were constitutional for the Government to increase the legal-tender 
issue, such increase would not add one dollar to the real wealth of 
the country; they must know, if they are gifted with the smallest 
degree of intelligence, that mere promises to pay do not augment the 
stock of real money in circulation; that eventually all these prom- 
ises must be met; that they can be paid only by the imposition of 
additional taxes, by exactions extorted from the people. 

And yet they pretend to be friends of the r laboring classes; 


they profess especial loye and affection for the debtors! Why do 


they not acquaint the people for whom they profess all this attach- 
ment with a knowledge of what I have stated ? 

Why do they not frankly tell them that the greenback currency is 
a forced loan which the Government is bound either to pay or repu- 
diate? Why do they not advise them that repudiation would be 
crime, dishonor; that it would exile all capital from our shores; 
that it would destroy American credit, make the American name a 
reproach, and u prevent a revival of that industry which re- 
fines, ervilines, apd. enriehen: a commerce with; the, nations. of tho 
ear’ 


Why do they not, instead of goading them on to hatred, inform 
their fellow-men, p. y inform them, that the Government made 
solemn compact, has repeatedly avowed its purpose that this 
back debt shall be promptly paid in coin; that the Jaw requires it 
should be so paid; that they have taken a sworn obligation, as rep- 
resentatives of the people, to obey that law and see to it that it is 
executed? Inform them that so long as the greenback legal-tenders 
remain unpaid there can be no increase of currency; that so long as 
the greenback is below par gold will not circulate; that if silver is 
remonetized the greenback will fall in price below silver, and theu, 
that metal, also will either be exported or hoarded. Advise them, that 
7 have yielded to a bitter and unfounded prejudice against national 

ks; that by retaining burdensome taxes upon them you have com- 
pelled a withdrawal of millions upon millions of circulation secured 
by United States bonds, which, if sold, would bring 20 per cent. more 
in gold than the amount of their issues, and are, therefore, responsible 
for the contraction had. Advise them that these same national banks, 
which you have execrated and vilified as an oppressive monopoly, 
have paid in a net revenue of $80,000,000 to the nation and yet a 
greater sum to the State and municipal teoremen, that for all this 
service they have only enjoyed the privilege of receiving interest on 
Government bonds ASS by them, which wonld otherwise have been 
paid to other ies. 

Advise them also that the back debt is the debt owned by 
the people, due to the people; that whenever this debt is depre- 
ciated by the wicked threat of inflation or by the indefinite post- 

nement of resumption, the purchasing power of the greenback is 

iminished and a certain contraction ensues. Advise them also 
that if you indulge in tirades against capital, if you violate the 
plighted faith of the Government, you intensify the distress which 
already afflicts the country; you prevent the funding of 5 per cent. 
and 6 per cent. bonds now outs ing, into 4 1 cents., costing the 
Government the difference in annual interest of $21,660,000; in thirty 
years, not compounding interest, of $649,800,000. 

Advise them that when greenbacks appreciate to par value, gold 
will come forth from its hiding-places to the extent of $220,000,000, 
infusing life, energy, and health into all the channels of business. 
That the national banks, released from their oppressive burdens, 
under a system as free as any other business, will supply a circula- 
tion varying according to the requirements of trade, uniform in char- 
acter, convertible in coin on demand, rendering the bill-holder abso- 
lutely secure. 

You must, gentlemen, recognise these facts. You may deceive 
yourselves; yon may deceive the people for a time; but the hour of 
reckoning will come, and that, too, speedily. Your plans will lack 
consummation. The hour which strikes our liberation from the curse 
of inconvertible money will be the hour of demonstration, and then, 
Mr. S r, all doubts will disappear, plain truths will once more 
be welcomed, and the champions of repudiation and dishonor will 
stand at the bar of public conscience, to receive their condemnation. 

SECTIONALISM. 

The reckless statement and extravagant denunciation, which have 
been indulged in by honorable gentlemen on this floor betray an ig- 
norance which amazes me. A war of sectionalism as criminal as it 
is unpatriotic has been proclaimed. 2 listening to this debate 
might justly suppose a deadly feud exists between the West and the 
East; that their interests are diverse and their destinies divided. 

The capitalists of my city are arraigned as criminals who feast upon 
the sweat and toil of western labor. 

It has been ch by one gentleman that Wall street was here in 


force to control the legislation of this country j that this attempt 
e 


should be resented. Another gentleman, at a conference where these 
financial questions were discussed, assumed a heroic réle. He said, 
“Sir, I want the bloated capitalists of the East to understand that 
they must accept the terms we offer them; if they do not now and 
here, next year we will wipe out the whole national debt as with a 


Well, Mr.S er, so affrighted were these bankers and capitalists 
that the bl froze in their veins! They then knew what profound 
statesmanship there was in this House! They will never again at- 
tempt to contro] the legislation of this country! Oh, no; they will 
forthwith resign their TR | and betake themselves to some 
hospitable land where the bloa: bondholder can abide in peace! 
My distinguished friend from Philadelphia [Mr. KELLEY] will never 
again have occasion to exclaim: : 

They are here in their might and power to control our legislation. They invade 
committee-rooms ; they call upon the Executive with three Cabinet Ministers in 
their train as lackeys. 

Another friend of mine from commer tanin LHE WRIGHT] may 
sess his soul in patience. He will never be ed upon again to Buri 
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his challen 


of defiance in these brave words: “ By the ever-livin 
God, they shall not be my leaders, or place shackles on me, or furni 
me a rule of conduct!” Oh, no; they will never expose their precious 
lives by coming to this capital. They will neveragain drive up, four- 
in-hand, in front of the Arlington—at least so long as they are in dan- 


ger of ere are young friend, so terrible in his wrath. 

Mr, Speaker, who are the men who have been so wantonly as- 
sailed? Honorable citizens, none of whom ever ble in Wall 
street. Citizens who, by probity, industry, and sagacity have accumu- 
lated fortunes; have invested them in enterprises which have devel- 
oped and enriched the whole country, spanning it with railroads 
which have enhanced the value of throughout the entire West; 
established lines of communication which have opened to the farmers 
of the great West, remunerative markets for their produce ; they have 
also loaned their surplus,in almost every settlement of the West, 
building up everywhere prosperous towns and cities. When the eoun- 
try was imperiled by arms, which threatened its life they contrib- 
uted bountifully of their stock of wealth and made the success of our 
armies possible. They established in that crisis of our existence 
charities more gigantic and commanding than any the world had 
seen before, 

The East built up the West: that territory mighty as an empire, 
population and all, 2 from its loins. The two sections are knit 
together with ties of interest and affection, which misguided passion 
can never snap asunder. They areindispensable to each other. The 
prosperity of one, insures the prosperity of the other; and let dema- 
gogues and partisans rave as they may, the spirit of sectionalism will 
not endure; common sense will assert its sway; and not only the 
East and the West but the North and the South will tear down all 
barriers, which hate has built up. The fitful, selfish, class legislation 
of the last decade will yield to a broad, generous, enlightened policy, 
which will comprehend the interests of all, secure the equality of all. 
But a needful condition to produce such happy results is a complete 
and thorough vindication of the national integrity. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe I have demonstrated that the interests of all 
classes are identical; that honest faith requires prompt resumption of 
specie payments; that by supplemental legislation providing for the 
funding of the legal tender at the willof the holder the country can 
straightway enjoy all the fruits of resumption; that the repeal of 
the redemption pledge would involve dishonor, result in contraction, 
and prolong indefinitely the period of doubt and distrust; that a 
bold declaration of the American Congress in the language of the 
national democratic platform in 1872, “that the public credit must 
be sacredly maintained, and we denounce repudiation in every form ; 
a speedy return to specie payments is demanded alike by the highest 
considerations of commercial morality and honest government,” would 
reassure a doubting people and forthwith inaugurate an era of plenty 
and content. 

Let me trust that my party at least will be faithful to its tradi- 
tions. It is in no wise responsible for the blunders and crimes which 
prevented resumption six years ago and have wrought all the wretch- 
edness and distress which since 1873 has afflicted our people. It 
can truthfully reiterate in the authorized language of the Saint Louis 
platform in 1876: 


We denounce the failure for all these eleven years of peace to make good the 


promise of the legal-tender notes, which are a changing standard of valuo in 
Pt pega the people, and the non-payment of whichis a of the plighted 
0 ion. 


Let us do this rather than canonize the crimes and indorse the 
blunders of the republican party. Let us accept the advice given by 
that exponent of 1 democracy, Thomas Jefferson, on an occa- 
sion precisely similar to our own, when dealing with the same grave 
question which we are now to decide. He wrote: 

That the trifling economy of paper as a cheaper medinm or its convenience for 
transmission weighs nothing in opposition to the advantages of the precious metals. 
That it [paper money] is liable to be abused, has been and forever will be abused 
in every country in which it is permitted. 

Further: 

Instead of listening to the scarcity of medium set u lat 
and commercial 9 no ere should be . 10 begin ths Vie perpen 


ducing, by such gradual means as may give time to private fortunes to preserve 
their — — and settle down with the subsiding — 


Ay, sir, if not content with him as leader, accept the counsel of 
that unequaled constitutional lawyer, Daniel Webster : 

Most unquestionably there is no l -tender, there can be no legal-tender in 
„ under the authority of Government or any other, but gold and 

ver. . 

Such is the voice of patriotism, such is the example of democracy. 
Will you dis that voice? Will you dismiss that example? 
Will you belie your own faith, and confess to the world that in the 
two last presidential elections you endeavored to secare support un- 
der false pretenses ? 

But, sir, this is a question above and beyond party; it is a question 
of political ethics. There can be but one conclusion, one path, 

HONESTY is THE BEST STATEAMANSHIP, 

Righteousness alone exalteth a nation. 

A chapter of English history is instructive here, Under the reign 
of William IIT a period of speculation and vice oceurred. People and 


overnment were alike demoralized. Finally a collapse was reached. 
fficial corruption was unmasked. The currency was debased. 


Standard coins were hoarded. Montague, then chancellor of the 
exchequer, sustained by his party, insisted upon the integrity of 
the government faith, passed the recoinage act, provided that the 
clipped coins shonld be redeemed at the cost of the State, and that 
the new coins should be of standard weight and fineness. Dema- 
gogues incited to insurrection; Jacobites threatened wrath against 
the bloated capitalists; the populace in their despair joined the hue 
and ery: “We want cheap money! we want cheap money!” But 
Montague was firm; he defended English honor. Says the historian: 
The distress which May 4, 1 which was 
months, became lighter the day 2 which the Pen Laer ro Abel n 
mutable resolution to maintain the old standard and ceased to be painfully felt in 


pe F 98 
y applauses; demagogues were fortunate 
escaped with their lives; Jacobite became s throat; tague 
reigned sovereign in the popular heart. eer ee ee pa 
This Republic is in need of Montagues—men who believe in honest 
faith and dare contend for it, unawed by popular clamor; and I, sir, 
for one, believe that the assembled wisdom of this nation will now in 
this hour of trial repeat his example; will dig the grave of heres: 
and demagogism, lay deep the foundation of a prosperity which it 
was not the privilege of a Macaulay to depict in his instructive annals. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. E. B. FINLEY, 


OF OHIO, 
In THE HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday, November 22, 1877, 


On the bill (II. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” 

Mr. FINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I believe that Congress made a fatal 
mistake when, by the passage of the resumption act, it fixed a day 
cortan on yeler me es bon kodeen = coin xa out- 
standing liabilities. At the date of the eof the act, January 
14, 1578. there was outstanding in Sagal toner notes the sum of 
$332,000,000, which cost the tax-payers no interest and passed current 
as money in all the transactions of the country. 

We were just beginning to recover from the effects of the panic of 
1873; business, althongh depressed, was commencing once more to as- 
sume a healthy attitude. The business men of the country, the 
laborers, and mechanics, in fact all classes, except perhaps the capi- 
talists and money-lenders, were entirely satisfied with the green- 
backs; they answered our purposes very well; hie ney ete and cir- 
culated from hand to hand as money and performed all the functions 
of trade and commerce. There was no need of haste in redeemin 
these outstanding liabilities; the law under which they were issue 
as well as the contract printed on the face of the promises them- 
selves, provided no time when they would be paid; and Lask if it 
would not have been the part of wisdom before undertaking so large 
a contract as the redemption of $382,000,000 in coin at least to have 
waited until the country was in condition to redeem them. 

But the bankers and money-lenders insisted that the faith of the 
Government was pledged to the redemption of its notes in coin, and 
clamored for a resumption of specie payment. A secret caucus of 
republican Senators was held, and, without notice to democratic 
Senators, the resumption act now under consideration was agreed 
apan aml reported to the Senate on the 2lst of December, 1874, by 

r. Sherman, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, and on 


the next morning taken up and fozced through by a party vote, with 


bat little discussion, and over the protest of Senators who stated 
that the bill had been laid on their desks but a few hours before 
and that they had had no time to consider it. The bill was forth- 
with sent to the House, where, as everybody knows, it was hurried 
throngh under the operation of the Na question with no oppor- 
3 * abae baing 1 by ose having 8 matter * 
uc r. er, in brief, is the history of t of an ac 

which has in 8 of less than three years caused bankrapte and 
distress all over the land, and unless modified or repealed will, in my 
opinion, cause incalculable injury to the business interests of tho 
country. The third section of the act ‘provides that on and after the 
ist day of January, 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem 
in coin the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding, when 
presented for redemption in sums of not less than $50. How is this 

ayment to be made? Where is the gold to come from to redeem the 
egal-tenders with? Can any gentleman tell us? If I owe a promis- 
sory note calling for the payment of $1,000 or any other sum, and that 
note has no fixed time for payment, but is left optional with me to 
fix the time, it would be folly on my part to designate a date when 
I would pay it off, unless I knew when, where, and how I could raise 
the money to pay it with. The same argument, I hold, applies to tha 
act under consideration. Let us see, then, what provisions were made 
and what resources we have at command to enable us to redeem tho 
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legal-tenders in coin on the Ist day of Jan 1879, the time volun- 
tarily fixed for the payment of a debt that otherwise was left to our 
option to pay when we got able. The third section reads as follows: 


of the Treasury to e the legal tender United States notes in excess only 

of 000,000 to the amount of 80 per cent. of the sum of national- ban 

issued to any such banking association as aforesaid, and to continue such redemp- 

tion as such circulating notes are issued until there shall be outstanding the sum 
Segal tender United States notes, and no more. Andon and 


of the 
to and provide for the redemption in this act au or 
required, he is authorized to use any surplus revenues from time to time in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
than par in coin, either of the 
in the act of Congress ved July 14, 1870, entitled “An act to authorize the 
refunding of the e debt,“ with like qualities, privileges, and exemptions to 
tho extent eee to carry this act into full effect, and to use the pi thereof 
for the pu oresaid. And all provisions of law inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of act are hereby repealed. 

It will be seen by the provisions of the foregoing section that in 
order to reduce the volume of legal-tender notes from $382,000,000 to 
$300,000,000 the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to redeem, 
or in other words cancel and destroy, legal-tenders to the amount of 
#0 per cent. of national-bank notes issued by him under said act; 
or to make it plain, for every $100 in national-bank notes issued 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to banking associations, he is 
directed to cancel and destroy 880 in S and this process to 
continue until the volume of outstanding legal-tender notes amount 
to 800,000,000 and no more. It will be seen that so much of this 
section as relates to the redemption of greenbacks for national-bank 
notes issued, if carried out, would pay off and destroy $82,000,000 of 
the debt by substituting national-bank notes for greenbacks; but 
this process of payment by substitution depended on an increase of 
national-bank circulation, which at the time of the passage of the 
act was confidently predicted by the friends of the measure. We find 
by experience, however, that the prediction was a delusion, and that 
instead of increasing their circulation, the national banks, in view of 
being obliged to redeem their outstanding notes in coin on and after 
the ist of January, 1879, have reduced the volume of their circula- 
tion as follows: 

Bank-notes outstanding January 14, 1875... . $349, 894, 182 
Bank-notes outstanding November 1, 1877 316, 775, 111 


Showing a decrease instead of an increase off. . 27, 509, 108 


Without stopping now to discuss the wisdom of substituting national- 
banks notes for greenbacks—or I should rather haye said the lack 
of wisdom in so doing—it is clearly demonstrated by nearly three 
years’ sepono that the volume of legal-tender notes cannot and 
will not be reduced by the process of substitution to $300,000,000 by 
the Ist of Jannary, 1879. The amount of legal-tenders in circulation 
on the Ist day of November, 1877, was $354,490,992, and I assume that 
it will not be materially changed by the Ist of January, 1879. But 
supposing it was to be reduced to $300,000,000 by the day fixed for 
resumption, the pertinent inquiry arises, Where is the coin to come 
from redeem that amount legal-tenders? For it is idle to 
assert, as stated by my colleague, Mr. BELL— 

That the effect of resumption will be to appreciate the legal-tender notes to an 
onaran value with gold, and that therefore the holders of the notes will not 
want gold, and will not present them for redemption. 

It is nonsense to insist that the Government on the 1st day of 
January, 1879, will begin to redeem and pay over to holders of legal- 
t: nders dollar for dollar in gold, and that thereupon as soon as 
redemption is thus commenced holders of greenbacks will take the 
will for the deed and not present them for redemption. We must 
assume that the act is intended to provide for an actual and nota 
constructive resumption of specie payments; that it is intended that 
the Secretary of the Treasury will on or before the Ist day of Janu- 

, 1879, under and in pursuance to the provisions of the act, accu- 
mulate gold coin in the Treasury sufficient, if demanded, to pay off 
and redeem all the outstanding legal-tender notes then in circula- 
tion. That this view was taken at the time of the passage of the act 
by the friends of the measure, permit me to quote from the remarks 
of Mr. Sherman in the Senate on that occasion. I quote from the 
RECORD, volume 3, page 195; RECORD of second session Forty-third 
Congress. Mr. Sherman said: 

Now, Mr. President, that is all there is in regard to banking in this bill, and also 
in regard to the retirement of the United States notes until the time for the re- 


sumption of specie ents comes, when this bill vides for actual redemption 
in pen oper eee e = x sisid 


Not only does the act comtemplate complete resumption of specie 
pes y the Government of 3 ers, but, as aptly stated by 
nator THURMAN : 


It means full and complete resumption by the banks, because the banks by their 


charters are bound to redeem either in tenders or in coin; and if legal-tenders 
are redeemed by the Government in coin tis equivalent to declaring that the banks 
shall also redeem in coin. 


Then, Mr. Speaker, if on the Ist of January, 1879, itis proposed to 
redeem in coin the outstanding legal-tender notes, which now amount 
to $354,490,992, and the national banks are, in like manner, obliged to 
redeem in coin their outstanding notes, which aggregate the sum of 
$316,775,111, making a total of $671,286 103 to be paid in coin if de- 
manded, does it not become a material inquiry as to where and how 
the coin is to be obtained, with which to perform this mammoth un- 
dertaking? In order to provide for the payment of legal-tenders, the 
act in . authorizes the Secretary of the to use any 
surplus revenue from time to time in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropiated, and to issue, sell, and dispose of, at not less than par in 
coin, certain bonds of the United States, described in the act of July 
14, 1870; but do gentlemen for a moment suppose that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury can, on or before January, 1879, by hoarding of 
surplus revenue or the sale of bonds accumulate $354,490,892 in gold 
coin, with which to redeem the legal-tender notes ? 

Why, we find by the opes of the Comptroller of the Currency that 
the whole amount of gold and silver coin and bullion in the whole 
country is estimated at only $186,678,000, so that if the Government 
controlled all the precious metals in the country there would be bnt 
little more than enough to redeem one-half of the outstanding legal- 
tender notes. The law has been in operation now nearly three years, 
yet we have less than $58,000,000 in gold coin in the Treasury to-day 
available for the purposes of resumption. In nse to a resolution 
of this House passed at the present session, calling on the Secretary 
of the Treasury for information as to the amount of gold iri the Treas- 
ury available for the purposes of resumption, he sends us the follow- 
ing letter and accompanying exhibit: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, November 15, 1877. 


Sm: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of House resolution of the 6th 
Teka, ‘That ihe Secretary of h Lernen Rar d he ish respectfull 
8 the and he is hereby, 
directed to report to this House within ten days fromthe of thie resolution 
the exact amount in detail of actual gold coin and gold b now in the Treasury; 
kind and amount in detail of all outstanding obligations payable on demand 

ld; the kind, character, and amount in detail of all items counted as coin in the 

as published in the public-debt statement for November 1, 1877, with the 
actual gold owned by the Government available for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, after deducting all such demand obligations, r with the accrued 
interest on the public debt up to and including the date on which such report is 
mae to this House.” 

And, in reply, to transmit herewith copy of letter from the Treasurer of the 
United States, (to whom the resolution had been referred for report,) dated the 
14th instant, and its accompanying statement. 

Very respectfully, 


Hon. SAMUEL J. RANDALL, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 


TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, November 14, 1877. 


Sm; I have the honor to inclose two statements in response to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 6th instant, referred by you to this office, for 
report, on the &th instant. 

t. Statement of the amount of actual coin and bullion in the at the 
close of business on the 31st of October, 1877, the date at which the last debt-state- 
ment balance was struck, 

Second. Statement of the actual gold coin and (estimated) gold bullion held b; 
tho Government at the close of business October 31, 1877, deducting deman: 
coin ions and the accrued interest on the public debt. 

In the first statement, silver coin and bullion are included, becanse the coin bal- 
ance of the is made up of silver and gold, because the coin and bullion 

cannot be given in e 


JOHN SHERMAN, Secretary. 


in the bullion fund, which is a part of that balan) 
accuracy except at the annual mint settlement, which takes place in July, 
cause the bullion containing gold and silver is un 


In the second statem e accruing interest is not charged against 3 
coin in the Treasury, for the reason that, not being due, it is not a demand obliga- 
tion, but will be met as it becomes payable from time to time by coin receipts of 


the Government. 


The two statements are made as of the 31st ultimo, because it is the date upon 
which the last debt-statement balances were struck, and the latest most convenient 
date for the consolidation of the returns received from the various assistant treas- 


urers. 
Tony Ms JAS. G 


ILFILLAN, 
Treasurer United States. 
Hon. Jonx SHERMAN, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Statement of the amount of actual coin and bullion in the at the 


close of business on the 31st of October, 1877, the date at which the last 
debi-statement balance was struck. 


ASSETS. 
Gold coin in the Treasury, subtreas- 
MELON, AI B r <a cence icuncc scenes iscuntwacucccceslacesanceccenees 8101, 486, 964 49 
Gold bars in the Treasury, subtreas- 
Derr EN liv evancaansenes|atasereecws esas 586, 
Gold bullion (estimated) in mints „ 3, 700, 000 00 
Silver bullion (es — r 8 5, 9088, 387 34 
Silver the Treasury, sub- 
C᷑!E:ßß TTT. 2, 479, 137 46 
Total coin and bullion in the 
Dr ONE AE EO ——T—: 117, 251, 184 48 
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Statement of the amount of actual coin and bullion in the Treasury, 9. — 


Continued. 
t $117,251,181 48 
Nee. d. e „25ʃ, 
On d ee as coin: 
currency in sil- 


Coin certificates in Treasury offices |- 
CHERA cupons and checks 

CC ˙ A RERE 2 . 
Notes of national gold banks reduc- 

ing circulation 3 
Memorandum of May and Whita- 

ker, deficit, New Orleans, 1867. anes 9 


Silver coin, coin certificates, frac- 
tional currency redeemed, and 
other obligations paid, in transit 
from one office to another or to 

ces 


tho not received by of- 
fi „ 8 TTA ERA EEA 


LIABILITIES, 


Coin balance, Treasurer's general 
pee as per October debt state- 
o e 
Dno for specific purposes 

cluded in the dobt statement, as 
follows, viz: 


urer of tho United States 
Outstanding gold checks of Treas- 
urer of the United States. 
Outstanding gold drafts of Treas- 
urer of the United States 


Gold coin, silver coin, and coin items 
received at certain offices, but not 
char, out of account of offices 

g romittance «2.26... eeeee-| cae 


Statement of the actual gold coin and (estimated) gold bullion held by the 


Government at the close of business October 31, 1577, after deducting all 
demand coin obligations and the accrued interest on the public debt. 


Gold and silver coin and bullion on 


hand, as above „ 244117, 251, 121 48 
Less difference between balance of 
remittance -| $1, 433, 051 35 
And balance of transit, as above. A 449, 233 82 
983, 817 53 
Actual amount of coin and bull- 
Won EEEN PA O E 116, 267, 363 95 
Debt contracted prior to 1861, ma- 
tured and interest thercon un- 
PFE —— 2 —˙ͤ⸗„ 288 280 92 
Called bonds matured in 1871, and f 
subsequently,and interest there- 
r emsa pote = EETAS —— 2. 194, OLL 87 
Interest due and unpaid 3, 674, 960 74 
Coin certificates outstanding 


Less A pacense held in coin items as 


VO, .A.... 


16, 106, 780 00 
bursing officer's accounts, checks 
‚‚‚ A . n 3, 109, 685 26 
— — 50.333, 777 79 


65, 913, 586 16 


mat silver 8, 477,514 74 


Of which is silver coin and (esti- 
ited) bullion 


ld % “ 
T aafia) bullion, godess nee | csdescec PENE EISA 


57, 436, 071 42 


TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
November 14, 1877. 


It will be noticed, the Treasurer says— 


That in the second statement the accruing interest is abcd boy against the 
gold coin in the Treasury for the reason [as he says) not being due it is not a de- 


I have not the means of knowing the amount of accrued interest, 
but am told that it is not less than $25,000,000; but whatever amount 
it may be it onge to be deducted from the $57,436,071.42, in order to 
show exactly the amount of available gold on hand for the purpose 
of resumption. Do gentlemen believe that the Government, with 
decreasing revenues and burdened with a public debt of $2,047,350,700, 
less cash in the Treasury, will be able within the next thirteen months 


to accumulate the balance of coin necessary to resume specie pay- 
ment? Do gentlemen suppose that we can import the gold from 
foreign countries? Why, England would not permit $15,500,000 in 

ld to leave her shores at the time of the Geneva award. Secretary 
Boutwell admitted that he was unable to draw $20,000,000 in gold 
from that country by the sale of bonds. I quote from his remarks. 
He said: 

The Bank of ee 


foresecin 
the credit of the United States w. 
notice to the officers of the 


that there would be an accumulation of coin to 
ich might be taken away bodily in specie, gavo 
rtment of the United States that the 

against the whole proceeding unless we 
and that we would reinvest it 


We were com 
should do so, want the coin and we did want the bonds. But it 
shows the feeling that animates that central financial power of Great Britain. And 
it shows a policy on the part of that institution, and of kindred institution 
on the continent of sustained by all the banking and commercial classes, 
by which, if it were necessary and this proposition should become a law, the bonds 
of thé United States would be excluded from the stock markets of every financial 
city. There are in the nine banks of a only $600,000,000 in specie. That 

d as a reserve with reference to the business and with referenco 
that take place between the countries of continental 


I may say, without disp: ing the author of these tions, that it is useless 
for Cangen to waste time loo! in that direction. ‘There is another fact, known 
to all. o recovered at Geneva an award against Great Britain of $15,500,000. 
When this claim was maturing, the banking and commercial classes of Great 
Britain induced the Government to interpose, and by vara si arrangement 


through the State Depa . the Treasury Department, 
— the tranater O securities, an „ 

In the presence of these facts, is it to be assumed for a moment that we can go 
into the markets of the world and hase coin with which wo can redeem foar, 
three, two, or even one hundred ons of outstanding legal-tender notes ? 


Mr. Speaker, the proposition of resuming specie payment on the 
Ist of January, 1879, seems to me too absurd to ‘admit of intelligent 
argument ; actual resumption of specie Map bei is for the present im- 
possible; constructive resumption is a delusion and a snare. The 
remedy, in my judgment, is the passage of the bill now before the 
House which will wipe from our statute books the infamous fraud 
that has ever since its been freighted with incalculable mis- 
chief to the country and leave the question of the time for the redemp- 
tion of the legal-tenders where it was before the passage of the re- 
sumption act, indefinite and undetermined. In so doing we violate 
no public faith, we break no contract, we simply leave the pay- 
ment of the legal-tenders as to time where the law under which they 
were issued left it, 8 to the future action of Congress, which may 
atany time, when the future prospects of the country will admit, pro- 
vide for resumption. But a few years since the late Senator Morton, 
in aspeech delivered on this subject in the Senate of the United States, 
said, (I quote from page 2627, volume 2, part 3, of the RECORD :) 


no human nin fem the Senate or out of it has been able to tell the country how wo 
can get the gol speci 
8 and maintain that resumption. In view of that fact, I think it is time 
cease darkening counsel Py eee about specie resumption. 
n abou 


ments by simply contractin 
the A down to 8300.000, 500. and you will not p paset Awin drae value by 
utting 


The very t is an impeachment of 
pee of the United States. 

ow that the cou has been 
vastly in and Berd irene eee, because they ask an 
increase just adequate to this increase of wo are met with the cry of “ infla- 
tion,” eee paper, the country is to be ruined,” and be 


Why, sir, only yesterday I saw in a very prominent New York paper that infla- 
tion is war, Have you seen it, sir? In a solemn editorial we are told that inflation 
is war, and that the Atlantic States will take up arms to r e ee 
increase of the currency. There is to be a d army of contraction brought into 
the field. I had better call it an army Joo out for contracts. Wo are told that 
this measure will be resisted by force of arms.. I not argue whether there is 
anything in this threat; but it is quite as reasonable and as p as much that 
has been said here in the Senate. use the want a 3 
.... donee i A N „ we are told that we 


depreciate the 
yments when we can. There is no use 


r. President, we will come to specie 
of talking about it now. You havo not the gold, and you cannot get it in one, two, 
this floor, however able they may be, 


three, or four yon mol no Senators nye 
have been able to us where the gold can come from. We might as well quit 
pkey Anse that for the time being. The le want a little more currency. 
— eve it will bo good for them, and I jeyo it. I believe it will revive 

ness all over this nation. I believe that business will speta ap under the 
influence of a promiso like that, just as the grass and the flowers will grow under 
the spring showers. 


If it was true then that we were in no condition to resume specie 
yment it is equally trne that we are in much worse condition to 
osonow. If we did not have the gold then, surely we do not have it 
now, and gentlemen are as unable to tell us now as they were then 
where the gold is to come from with which to accomplish this mar- 
velous performance, 

Mr. S er, it is charged that the repeal of the resumption act 
means the repudiation of the obligation of the Government to redeem 
its legal-tender notes. The gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTEN- 
DEN] who so vehemently addressed this House a few days ago held 


somebody is to 


up a ten-dollar greenback and said: 


I hold in my hand the promise of my Government to pay me $10. Tho date of 
payment is fixed by law upon the statute-book. Tho Government must keep faith 


with me; failing in it becomes the leader of all defaulters and repudiators, 
Including towns, cities, and States A 


* * * * 


Mr. Speaker, I believe that the greenback is the most 
has ever encountered, 


several paper-money del: to war- 


The nbacks which the basing so fiercely hates were issued 
by the Governmeut while under the control of the party which the 
gentleman erde, on this floor. A Supreme Court composed of a 
majority of t 3 party held the act under which they 
were issued justifiable and constitutional, although in so doing the 
obligation of certain contracts was wholly disregarded and creditors 
were obliged to accept greenbacks, worth at that time less than fifty 
cents on the dollar in 8 of debts contracted on a gold basis 
before the passage of the act. When the gentleman assails the green- 
back as a delusion and a cheat, and likens it to the paper-money de- 
vices of our colonial dependence in the early of the eighteenth 
century, or to Jobn Law’s Mississippi scheme, he is, I suppose, anath- 
ematizing his own party for bringing it into existence, to which I 
have not the least possible objection; he may abuse his own party 
on that score to his heart’s content, and I think no one on this side wi 
object; but if he means to intimate that the friends of this measure 
are in favor of repudiation because they seek to repeal this act, so 
impossible of execution and injurious in its effects, for myself I de- 
nounce the intimation as wholly untrue. 

Although I believe that the burden of the public debt has been 

tly increased, and the people robbed and plundered by fraudu- 

ent and mischievous legislation in the interest of the capitalists and 

pondholders, nevertheless I believe that the Government cannot 
afford to repudiate any part of its indebtedness, aud that in proper 
time, when it can be done without distressing the people; when it 
can be done without beggaring one-half of the people to enrieh the 
other half; when by prudent economy and timely pre tion we 
find ourselves able and prepared to pay off the legal-tenders in gold 
or gold and silver coin, that we should do so; but now is not the 
time; the country is in no condition now to do it. In my opinion it 
is utterly impossible to ete resumption, even were there suf- 
ficient gold within reach for that purpose, without paralyzing trade, 
erushing out the industries of the land and pauperizing millions of 
people. What advantage, I ask, will it be to the tax-payers of this 
country to exchange the mbacks now in universal use, drawing 
no interest, and substitute in their place gold bought with bonds, on 
e by will be compelled to pay fifteen millions more of annual 

terest 

Are not the burdens of the people already all they can bear? Let 
me warn the 8 who represent the money-lenders aud bond- 
holders that there is a point in human forbearance beyond which it 
is dangerous to go. A patient and peer people will suffer long 
and much to preserve untarnished their country’s honor; but it may 
be that when it becomes a 1 8 with them of maintaining the 
public credit and public faith by the payment of a grinding debt at 
the sacrifice of their fortune, their all, that self-preservation may 
impel them to repudiate that which they cannot pay without ruin to 
themselves. Let us learn wisdom from the teachings of the hour and 
heed the warning of recent events. 

The strikes and riots that lately convulsed our country and laid 
millions of dollars in ashes were but a sullen outburst of a pent-up 
storm which has long been brewing. It was the protest of unre- 
warded labor against capital. It was a voice from the two million 
people of this country who are ont of employment and cannot obtain 
2 means of prosiring : pole cepted dally th i T 

8 er, the e of this country, especi e people in 
West, who have suffered most in consequence of the contraction of the 
currency, are dreadfully in earnest this matter. Whenever an 
opportunity has occu: they have expressed themselves in thunder 
tones. My own State, which a few years gave a republican ma- 
jority of one hundred thousand and which has always been a repub- 

ican State, has just spoken. Have the gentlemen heard from Okio? 
The democrats submitted the issue of the repeal of the resumption 
act squarely to the people. Secretary Sherman, speaking for the Ad- 
ministration and for the republican party, came to Ohio and told the 
people that the policy of that party was to enforce that act, “that 
the resumption act ought to be, could be, and would be enforced,” 
and the peop answered him with a democratie majority of twenty- 
five thousan: 

As the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. WRIGHT] well said: 

The question wo see Giyouasing hore tu ETE SECS nestion of bread than 
it is a question of gly a are this moment in this Union not less than 
baad Premed ne men out of employment and in a state of comparative destitution 
"The practical effect of the law has been to contract the volume of currency, 
already too small to meet the demands of trade, more than $60,000,000 in less than 
three years, to foster distrust, impair confidence, lock up the currency, paralyze 
industry, shrink values, swell the dockets of our State courts with suits for col- 
lections and the courts of the United States with petitions in bankruptcy. 


Why, sir, look at our newspapers, filled with sheriffs’ sales; hitherto 
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well-to-do farmers, merchants, and manufacturers are being sold ont 
by the sheriff becanse they are unable to meet their liabilities, owin 
to the stagnation of business and the ify tea of the times. An 
let me inquire: is there anybody profiting by the general calamity ? 
Visit, if you please, a forced sale of the valuable farm or other prop- 
erty of some unlucky debtor who was improvident enough to branch 
out into business and go into debt before the of this resump- 
tion act and whose property is now being sold from under him for 
jess than one-half its actual value, because, in nence of the de- 
preciation of values, the paralysis of trade, and the general hard 
times, he was unable to meet his liabilities, and notice who yon find 
there bidding the property in. Generally the money-sbarks of human 
society, who follow in the wake of public misfortune to devour the 
sustenance of its unfortunate victims. 

Mr. Speaker, the people have already suffered too much from the 
evil results of this act to longer keep it in force without endanger- 
ing the public safety of the whole country. Within the past three 
years we have seen thousands of business men fail with liabilitics 
amounting to many millions of dollars. Each day’s news brings us 
a fresh list of banks, mercantile and manufacturing establishments 
that have failed and gone to join the caravan of innumerable bankrupts 
and paupers that are keeping step to the music of Sherman’s re- 
sumption act. We see our shipping lying idle, rotting in our docks, 
our factories and farnaces seek. thousands of tramps infesting 
the highways and byways of the land, begging food and clothing. 
Over two hundred railroads have passed into the hands of receivers, 
and their defaulting bonds aggregate more than $700,000,000. 

We need but look at the tax duplicates of the country to get an 
idea of the depreciation of values constantly taking place all around 
us, I saw it stated in a Toledo paper, not Jong since, that the valuo 
of property in that county returned for taxation this year was over 
$3,000,000 less than it was last. In my own county, which is an agri- 
cultural county with no large towns, the decrease will not be less than 
$200,000; yet the amount of our taxes is not sensibly diminished. 

According to the tables of Dan, Barlow & Co., 21,581 business houses 
haye failed since the of the resumption act, aggregating 
an amount of property worth 8491, 784, 310, counting only the first six 
months of the current year, as follows: 


7. 740 3201, 060, 353 
9, 092 | 191, 117, 786 
4,749 | 99, 606, 171 


21, 581 | 491, 784, 310 


And in reviewing the situation Messrs. Dun, Barlow & Co. say: 


The results of the firat half of ate peewee ae are by no means entirely satis- 
factory, neither as to extent nor profitableness, nor are there many signs of im- 
provement; while in the recovery of stability of values the indications are uncer- 
tain, and not unfrequently the tendency is decidedly downward. 

Believing, therefore, as I do, that to a large extent the general dis- 
tress and depression in business result from the prospective enforee- 
ment of the resumption act, I shall vote for the bill now before the 
House as a measure of relief. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 
SPEECH OF HON. G. W. HENDEE, 


OF VERMONT, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday, November 22, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 

Mr. HENDEE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to be heard briefly upon this 
subject, and only briefly. Many gentlemen upon this floor believe, 
no doubt honestly, that the third section of the resumption act 
should be repealed and that the day wheñ greenbacks and gold shall 
become of equal value should be unnamed and left to be brought 
about by chance or speculators if at all. 

For the past year and more the country in its business has been 
gradually yet firmly settling to a sound basis and a permanent pros- 
perity. But such a result must not be permitted by certain gentle- 
men without desperate annual b aces At every session of Con- 
gress—yes, at its very threshold—we have thrust in our faces a bill 

‘to unsettle the public mind,” one that shall putin unrest the entire 
financial interests and prosperity of our country. 

Mr. Speaker, agitation and agitators do more to destroy confidence 
or prevent it, more to increase the burdens resting upon our people, 
more to jeopardize legitimate investments, more to make men think 
every enterprise rdous, and more to undermine the foundations 
of approaching prosperity than all the defects in our financial system 
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and its laws can possibly do. If the mouths of these agitators could 
be forever closed upon this subject, and the worn-out and jaded pub- 
lic mind be allowed a healthfal rest for a while, it would awaken on 
the morn of January 1, 1879, invigorated and prepared for long days 
of pleasant and remunerative toil,and the country would prosper. 
But, no, this cannot be, if possible to prevent it. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY ] began, as he tells us, his speech in 1867, 
near eleven 7 . He attempted to conclude it last week but 
did not, aud we shall be delighted with its ae only when his 
eventful and honorable congressional life shall end. Others 1 8 
as does he, while still others write. In short, these gentlemen will not 
permit this question to rest, will not permit the law to have its 
course, will not permit the promises of Congress and the Govern- 
ment to be kept without protest and interference on their part in the 
most persistent and unreasonable ways. 

Mr. Speaker, the people are becoming tired, impatient, and sick of 
these discussions ; and why? Because, after twelve years of steady 
travel toward resumption, crowned by the passage of the resump- 
tion act, which fixes the Ist of January, 1879, they wish to see the 
result without further debate or hinderance. That law now upon our 
statute-books is regarded by the entire world asa promise on the 
part of our Government that on that day the purchasing and debt- 
paying power of our paper money shall be equal to that of gold; and 

or ar reason, too, the people demand that Congress shall not inter- 
fere. The 
smell of repudiation. They regard the 
too great moment and too sacred to permit even the test states- 
men to play with it, or even to su, that it were better to repu- 
garo o aonar the plea that new and better promises will be made in 
ts 8 . 

Mr. Speaker, I believe I have stated fairly the general sentiment 
of the intelligent and thonghtful people of this country, and now al- 
low me to state in a word the difference between those of us who 
pro to keep the faith and those who are willing to break it. 

ou, of the latter class, ask for more money in the form of irredeema- 
ble paper. We say we have already sufficient for all the commercial 
demands of the conntry. You say that you are willing there should 
still continue a difference in the value of greenbacks and gold. We 
are in favor of wiping out that difference so that a nback dollar 
or a dollar note of one of our national banks shall purchase just as much 
bread, just as much silk or cotton, as a gold dollar. 

I know, sir, that some gentlemen on the other side, or who advo- 
cate repeal, do so fearing that resumption will result in contraction; 
that is, that as the greenbacks are called or 2 into the Treasury 
they would be destroyed, and eventually the legal-tenders or green- 
backs in circulation would be less than three hundred millions, As 
I understand the law the Secretary of the Treasury would have the 

wer to reduce the circulation to three hundred millions, and if, in 

is judgment, the business of the country demanded, he would have 
the power to reissue that which might be returned, and thereby keep 
the circulation up to that amount at all times. The law reads thns: 

When any United States notes are retarned to the Treasury, they may be reis- 
sued from to time as the exigencies of the public interest may require. 

The resumption act requires the Secretary of the Treasury to re- 
duce the outstanding legal-tender notes to the amount of $300,000,000, 
and then, after Janu 1, 1879, to redeem in coin, as they may be 
presented, in sums of $50 or more. 5 f 

Now, as I have said, the Secretary of th can under the 
law quoted keep in circulation at all times the full three hundred 
millions, if the “exigencies of the public interest require it.” 

Now, sir, why not trust this matter with the Secretary of the 

ury? He will most certainly be governed by the demands and 
best interests of the country, and in his hands we have no reason to 
fear danger and we have no right to question his integrity or inten- 
tions. In my judgment, Mr. Speaker, no human being, no financial 
association, no deliberative or legislative body can determine just 
how much money the count to on its business profit- 
ably to all classes; hence, is it not just as well and better to leave 
this matter to the Department of the Government which has our 
finances immediately in charge ? 

At this time we have in circulation in all kinds of money, ex- 
cept gold, about $735,000,000, and under existing laws there is no 
reason to believe there can be ed Sars or serious reduction, and 
when we consider the fact, as stated by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. 5 this is nearly double What it was in 1860, a 
time when the United States were enjoying an era of remarkuble 
prosperity in all their material interests, it seems to me we can 
safely banish all fear upon the question of contraction. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, we now have in the banks of the country full 
$2,000,000 lying idle because there is nobody who will loan it. If our 
western and southern friends need money for use and circulation, 
there is plenty of it in the country in banks and among the people 
that they can have at reasonable rates and on reasonable security. 
I hear no complaint coming from any quarter that producers, mamm- 
facturers, importers, mechanics, merehants, and laborers are unable 
to get pay for what they sell. The western as well as the eastern 
farmer has no difficulty in getting cash for all ne has to dispose of. 
He may complain of the price he is compelled to take for his produce, 
but he cannot charge this to a lack of money. Suppose yon inflate 
the currency, as many propose, and thereby increase prices, what 


great mass of the American people cannot bear even the 
tee of the Government of 
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advantage will it be to the producer or the laborer. Every producer 
as well as every laborer is a consumer, and while the producer may 
receive better prices for what he has to sell and the laborer get higher - 
wages for his work, relatively, they will stand no better because the 
prices of everything they are compelled to buy will be increased in 
the same proportion as the price of that which they have to sell. 
Real estate may be worth more, but it will produce no more in 
quantity. 

Suppose by your action you should create temporary prosperity. 
What would be the result? It would be this: ple would again 
become extravagant in living and dress, reckless in speculations and 
great enterprises, forgetfui of all economy, and would bring up again 
as we did in 1873 face to face with a destructive and distressing 
panie. That terrible blow to our commercial 3 should teach 
us a great and permanent lesson. Since it fell upon us we have been 
however, making rapid steps toward sound laws for business an 
sound rules for living; and now, sir, we are so near the point and 
time when prosperity and economy can go hand in hand, I trust no 
step will be taken that shall prevent its being reached. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I will leave this brauch of the question and ask 
gentlemen who op resumption as now i why they are 
not willing the dollar treasury or bank-note shall not be worth just 
as much as the gold dollar? Many of you say you are. Then,if you 
are, why not let the day when this shall become a fact stand in the 
law. -For you all must admit that it would be a groat convenience 
for the people to bo able to pay their debts, make purchases, aud 
carry on business generally with the kind of money which is the 
most convenient to handle and transport; and if paper money is 
brougbt to par with gold no one doubts it would be used almost uni- 
versally. When gold and greenbacks are of equal purchasing power 
we always find business and prices the most stable and uniform, and 
less opportunity for speculators and Wall street men to unsettle our 
commercial w and shake the confidence of the ple. 

With the confidence of 1860 re-established and the debt-paying and 
purchasing power of our paper currency made equal to that of gold, 
the whole country would take a new start, and in six months agita- 
tion would cease ther upon this problem. Yes, Mr. Speaker, 
restore confidence and put an end to this kind of debate we are hav- 
ing in these halls, and utilize the $200,000,000 lying idle in our national 
banks, if the country needs it, and there will be no clamor coming up 
from the West and South, or any part of our land, for more paper 
money. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, if on the Ist of January, 1879, we resume and 
paper money is thereby made worth simply what its face indicates, 
we will accomplish another great and desirable end, We will make 
6 per cent. a fair rate of interest and it never ought to be higher. 
It is a fact that two years ago when gold was at 10 and 12 per cent. 
premium, interest ranged from 8 to 12 per cent.; while now, with 
gold at 3 per cent. premium, the rate per cent. ranges from 2 to 3 per 
cent. lower. This shows that as we approach specie payments the 
rate of interest as gradually sinks to its true level,and when that level 
is reached fluctuations in rates of interest and prices generally will 
be rare, and when they do occur will be so slight as hardly to attract 
attention. . The high prices following the war have passed away, and 
the reasonable prices in all classes of merchandise which we now 
have are most encouraging to an early new life and prosperity in all 
our business interests. 

All well know that for a period after the war up to 1873 the price 
of nearly all classes of real estate was very high, and that people in- 
vested 1 ly in it as a matter of speculation, or loaned money upon 
it as security. At this time there was a wide difference between the 
value of paper and gold, and the purchases or loans were made on the 
basis of paper value; but the crash approached, r money bogan 
to be more and more valuable, and soon borrowers found that while 
they were paying high interest, the result of seeming prosperity, the 
paper money increased in value fromeighty to ei 8 when 
they borrowed it, to ninety to ninety-three when Shar were called 
upon to pay. The consequence was that real estate went down, and 
in thousands of instances lenders found their security insufficient ; 
sales were fo great sacrifices made, confidence destroyed, and 
finally the panic came. It is the blow the country received then 
that we are now trying to recover from; and, strange as it may seem, 
we hear the cry from the other side that more irredeemable money 
will prove the cure. 

Now, Mr. S er, it is not the lack of currency that creates the 
great depression of these times. There is money enongh, but the 
men and institutions who hold it dare not put it out, dare not lend 
it hardly on what is believed to be ample security. They dare not 
invest in enter pi so many were rendered valueless by the 
crash. They dare not lend to any t amount and on time, because 
while the paper money they would now lend is worth ninety-seven 
they do not know but by our action here we shall compel them to 
receive their pay in paper worth much less. Now, sir, I argue from 
this that, as the value of all kinds of property has declined in pro- 


porton as paper money has increased in value, when the paper dol- 
is as good as a gold dollar we shall have reached a sound basis 
for all commercial transactions, and when once fairly there and agita- 
tion ceases the vast volumes of currency now in existence will come 
to the surface, and men and money institutions will begin to loan at 
lower rates and on reasonable security, and with money borrowed in 
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this way men will 


again commence active business, and, finding that 
_ our currency is ample, all classes will thrive again. 


In my judgment we can come to specie payment, having thirteen 
months under the law in which to do it and being within 3 per cent, 
of the point, so gradually as not to cause the slightest ripple upon 
the 2 — business waves of the country, and the calm when reached 
would be so grand and the restored confidence so invigorating that 
everybody would enter upon the new era with a determination that 
substantial and permanent prosperity should be the result, and I be- 
lieve, sir, yes, sir, firmly believe, that a year’s experience would sat- 
isfy even the friends of this bill that though we have resumed we 
have money enough, and that equal dollars make the very best possi- 
ble sanay upon which any business can bo based f 

One word more, Mr. Speaker. Two years ago we passed the re- 
sumption act. Then Congress promised every man to whom has been 
issued a legal-tender note since that date, and to all who may hold 
them on the Ist of January, 1879, that they should be worth as much 
as gold. This promise was made in faith, and I should con- 
sider any act on our part that should tend to detract from the foree 
of that promise, or to destroy it, dishonorable and almost malicious, 
Break if, and we lose credit at once throughout the entire civilized 
world. It win put a stain upon our national reputation that could 
not easily be wiped out. 

I trust, Mr. Speaker, we shall keep our pledges, and thereby pre- 
serve the integrity of the nation and inspire our entire people with 
new co’ and unlimited confidence. With these we certainly 
shall grow in prosperity and material wealth. I speak thus briefly, 
Mr. Speaker, because I believe the case a simple one, and one that 
cannot be settled by long theoretical ses or by statistical and 
historical references and comparisons. o should take our case and 
country as we find them, and without discussing the causes of our 
depression and financial imperfections, seek to apply such remedies 
as will most surely bring relief; and these remedies, it seems to me, 
ean only be found by treating of the subject in candor, and applying 
to it practical common-sense rather than dark, mysterious, and dreamy 


eories. 
I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the bill under discussion, for the good of 
the country, never become a law. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. T. M. BROWNE, 


OF INDIANA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday, November 22, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
for the resumption of specie payments and amendments thereto. 

Mr. BROWNE. Mr. Speaker, the importance of this question, the 
fact that it concerns every interest and every industry, is my apology, 
if one be needed, for participating briefly in this discussion. At the 
ontset Ican but express my regret that it has been the purpose of 
many of the gentlemen who agree with me as tothe propriety of the 
repeal of the resumption act to give this discussion a isan direc- 
tion. The republican party—the political y to which I belong— 
has been assailed with unusual rigor and bitterness. It has been 
assumed that this question of resumption is a party question. The 
public-eredit act of March, 1869, pr oy tio faith of the nation to 

y its debts in coin, the statute of 1873 demonetizing the silver dol- 

ar, have been anathematized and the responsibility for these enact- 
ments ¢ upon the republican 1 I do not defend these 
measures. In my opinion, they were ill-timed and inexpedient, but I 
believed then, as I believe now, that the motives of those who su 
ported them mL am not prepared to aceus as I claim mine to be in 


opposing them. I am not pre to accuse gentlemen who are my 
peers with a wanton disregard of the public welfare simply 

there are differences between us on questions of public policy. The 
time ought to come, and I will lose faith in the success of republican 
government if it does not come, when good men and patriotic men 
without ceasing to be good and patriotic, may differ about political 
questions. True statesmanship examines questions like these from 
a stand-point higher than that of a party platform. Truth, as well as 
patriotism, is too often buried in the shadows of party standards. 

I do not complain that official conduct is subjected to a criticism 
both rigid and severe. The safety of our institutions depends upon 
the fullest liberty of discussion. Liberty of opinion is the life of 
knowledge and as surely the death of falsehood. “It is an idea essen- 
tial to truth to believe in its capacity for self-defense.” All any one 
has the right to expect is that debate shall be fair and directed to the 
honorable and patriotic end of ascertaining the truth. 

If the real ee act is deranging traffic, paralyzing commerce, 
and opprime bor; if it is bringing utter wreck and ruin to the 
industrial interests of the country it ought to be repealed and repealed 
without delay and regardless of its effects upon party organizations. 
On the other hand, if to that law the financial crisis now upon our 
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people is in nowise attributable, if its repeal will bring no relief, bnt 
will be an act of repudiation and national dishonor, then it should 
remain untouched. We must answer these 8 by our votes. 

I have said this is not a party question. It divides political par- 
ties. But for the support the bill reported by the committee is likely 
to receive from thisside of the House, it would be impossible to pass 
it. Gentlemen seem to have forgotten what should be to them very 
familiar political history.. They should remember that their admira- 
tion for the Treasury note is of recentorigin. They have not always 
championed it. It was born amid their jeers and curses. When it 
was invented they sneered at it. The great emergency that called it 
into existence was to them no sufficient apology for its creation. In 
the hour of the nation’s peril, when it was moneyless, with an army 
to maintain and a rebellion to suppress, they denounced a legal- 
tender paper currency as a palpable violation of the Constitution. 
Democratic courts everywhere decided it unconstitutional. This was 
democratic statesmanship then. When a distinguished member of 
this House, with conspicuons zeal and vehemence, characterized this 
now favorite currency of the people as “ worthless rags ”—a currency 
that would go out “ with the brand of Cain upon its forehead ”—he 
was applauded to the echo by the entire democratic party from the 
lakes tothe Gulf. With that record behind him Mr. Pendleton was 
honored with a vice-presidential nomination. A democratic states- 
man of New York in Cooper's Institute denounced the nback ; 
said it was “a device to cheat honest labor with false dollars” He 
derided it and scoffed at it, and then defended the golden eagle and 
the bond and the bondholder with a pathos that wrung tears from 
his democratic auditors. This gentleman was made in 1863 the 
democratic candidate for the Presidency, 

These scraps of history may appear old. They are so, but I will 
call attention to events of a more recent date. Gentlemen remember 
Saint Lonis, its platform and its candidates. Did that convention of 
all the democracy go into spasms because the republican party in the 
National Congress had pledged the Government to resume specie pay- 
ments on the Ist day of January, 1879? Did it charge that resump- 
tion was being brought about with indecent haste? Did it by its 
platform or by its candidate antagonize any essential feature of the 
resumption act? Is it not true that the democratic party on this 
historic occasion complained piteously that for eleven years resump- 
tion had been delayed; that for eleven years the greenback had been 
a circulating lie; that for eleyen years the party in power had, in 
wanton dis of the national credit, neglected to put into opera- 
tion effective measures for securing a return to a coin basis? The 
language of the Saint Louis convention was emphatic. It said: 


We denounce the financial imbecility and immorality of that party which during 

tion, no preparation for 

< l these eleven years of 

ce to make good the promise of the legal-tender note, which is a changing stand- 

ard of value in the hands of the people and the non-payment of which is a disre- 
gard of the plighted faith of the nat 


Could the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Ew1nG, Ithe authorof the pend- 
ing bill, have secured an indorsement of this measure from that con- 
vention? He can answer. The answer is in the record of the con- 
vention, The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ew1nG] implored the con- 
vention to commit itself to the repeal of the law of 1575 “ because it 
was highly injurious to the business of the country ;” and it refused 
to do so by a vote of more than two to one. It occurs to me that the 
rhetorical figure of the eloquent gentleman from Georgia [Mr. FEL- 
TON] might be appropriately applied to this assemblage of demo- 
crats at Saint Louis. The panic of 1873 was still upon the people. 
The resumption act stood upon the statute-book. Bankruptcies 
were multiplying, values contracting, and labor seeking remunerative 
employment in vain. 

“Darkness and hurricane were upon the deep. Signal guns were 
heard through the gloom. Ships were going down and precious lives 
were being ingulfed. In the midst of this ruin there stood” the 
Saint Louis “wreckers awaiting their prey and comforting themselves“ 
with the declaration that any attempt to save ships or the crew would 
be “a disregard of the plighted faith of the nation.” The national con- 
vention of the democratic party in 1876 was a convention of resump- 
tionists, of men who favored immediate resumption, and who, in the 
main, believed “the way to resume was to resume.“ The pu of 
this convention was to convince the people, including the bondholders 
and bullionists, that the national democratic party was in favor of a 
policy that would bring specie payments more certainly and speedily 
than that of the republican party. 

The convention insulted the anti-resumptionists, the supporters of 
this measure, by declaring in favor of the repeal of the date clause 
of the resumption act “ because it was a hinderance to resumption.” No 
pledge was given to prolong the time for returning to a coin currency, 
and, indeed, these gentlemen seemed anxious to have the country be- 
lieve that resumption might come, in the event ofa democratic victory, 
at an earlier day than that fixed by existing law. Thesupportersof this 
bill know that it had no standing at Saint Louis, that it was rejected 
from the platform and rebuked squarely and flatly by the convention. 
The men who controlled the convention were capitalists and bond- 
holders, and, of course, in favor of a metallic currency. The candi- 
date of the convention was its fit representative. By his messages 
and official action as governor of New York he had committed him- 
self and his great State to the resumption of specie payments on tha 
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1st day of January, 1879, the very day named by the act of 1875; and 
his letter penn e the presidential nomination was in keeping with 
the record he had made as governor and in harmony with the plat- 
form made for him by the convention. I need not pause to ask my 
democratic friends if they 8 Mr. Seymour, Mr. Greeley, and 
Mr. Tilden, if they accepted the work of the Saint Louis convention. 
Let me say to them that the passage of this billis a ei py adc rebuke 
to the last democratic national convention, to its platform, to its 
candidate, and to all those who approved its action. 

To another significant fact I would respectfully call the attention 
of our democratic friends. The convention at Saint Louis was omi- 
nously silent, ostentatiously silent on the subject of national banks 
and the public-credit act. Will the gentlemen explain why they stood 
mute in the presence of this “giant fraud,“ the public-credit act 
this “stupendous monopoly,” the national-banking system? The epi- 
thets I employ are borrowed from the rhetoric of these gentlemen. I 
beg them to explain the position of the national democracy on these 
most interesting and important questions. Í 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have thought. best to say this mnch as to the 
attitude of the democratic party on this question, Imight with pro- 
priety call upon the democratic supporters of this bill to defend their 
own record, and charge them with having been the friends of the 
“bloated bondholder and the bullionist,” with having indorsed a 
policy that ‘robs labor in the interest of capital” and that is making 
“the poor poorer aud the rich richer.” 

Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, it would be well for our democratic friends 
to remember that their party is by no means united in the support 
of this repeal; that if the democracy of the nation were to assemble 
to-morrow in convention a proposition to repeal the resumption act 
would receive less favor than it did at Saint Louis last year. The 
unti-resumption democrat in defending his party and making its 
action accord with his views on this 2 will ünd an ample field 
for the exercise of his genius, and w he shall have fully accom- 
plished that work he will have but little time left for denouncing 
republican legislation. I suggest to my friends on the other side, in 
all kindness, that it will perhaps be wise if we recognize that differ- 
ences exist in our respective political families; that these differences 
are honest ones; that all are alikesincere and acting from conviction, 
and let partisanship wholly disappear from this discussion. 

I will now proceed, sir, to give some reasons for supporting the 
bill reported by the committee, and in doing so I recognize the force 
of the logic that “if a man has not a good reason for doing a thing 
he has one good reason for letting it alone.” The act sought to be 
repealed contemplates the resumption of specie payments on the Ist 
day of January, 1879, or within a period of less than fourteen months 
from this time. If this measure be not adopted and the statute 
remains unchanged, the time is but a little more than a year distant 
when all debts, public and private, the debts of States, counties, 
towns, townships, railroads, and individuals, will be payable only in 
coin. The law as it now stands will, in thirteen months, put all 
debts, the Treasury note, the national-bank note, bank deposits, 

romissory notes, mortgages, judgments, book accounts, and every 

egal liability payable in money upon a coin basis. What is the 
amount of this debt so soon to nonono paranla in coin? Of green- 
backs and national-bank notes, $700,000,000; of railroad and canal 
debts, $2,200,000,000; of State securities, $400,000,000 ; the national 
debt, $2,150,000,000. To this vast and almost incalculable sum mast 
be township, town, individual,and city obligations. How much 
these aggregate there is no means for Werne The sum is euor- 
mous. As to the extent of our city indebtedness I find the following 
in a leading and reliable public journal: 

Few persons are aware of the enormous extent of the municipal indebtedness of 
American cities. An article in the September number of the Galaxy farnishes 
some statistics on this subject which are at once suggestive and alarmin, 
order to obtain reliable data, one hundred and fifty cities, representin 
in the Union, were selected, and the authorities were requested to furnish in 
tion as to their comparative debt, valuation, taxation, and popnlation in the years 
of 1866 and 1876, respectively. Of the cities applied to one hundred and thirty re- 
sponded, so that the information so far as it goes may be considered trustworthy, 

f these ono hundred and thirty cities every one shows a very largo increase of 


debt and taxation during the od named. We have nots to give the table 
in detail. The totul debt of tho cities named in 1866 was $221,312 000; in 1876 it 
Tho population 


was $614,372,663, showing an increase in ten pa of $393,066,663. 
of the same cities Increased from 5,919,914 in 1866 to 8,576,249 in 1876. The annual tax 
in 1866 was $64,060,098, and in 1876 it was $112,711,275. Taking some of the cities at 
random, the debtof Albany, New York, increased from $665,509 in 1866 to $2,762,000 
in 1876; that of Boston from $13,021,463 to 843.500, 407; that of Buffalo from $750,500 
to $7,139,291; that of Baltimore from $21,923,656 to $33,343,251; that of Cleveland 
from $2,420,333 to $7,261,000; that of Detroit from $451,968 to 22,630,900; that of Cin- 
cinnati from $3,203,000 to $23,334,701 ; that of Chicago from $5,397,064 to $17,831,692; 
that of Pittsburgh from $2,854,482 to $13,772,466; that of Saint Louis from $5,671,500 
to $16,314,000, and so on, every city in the whole list showing a 

15 . or four to seven and eight times as much in 
as in 


This showing of the rapid increase of city indebtedness finds its 
arallel in that of all other indebtedness, personal and corporate, 
hat will be the result of converting this vast body of credits into coin 
obligations? Who can predict? But it is said these debts are not all 
due and will not be due at the date fixed by the resumption act, This 
is true, but $700,000,000 of Treasury and bank-notes, all bank deposits 
and discounts, large sums of corporate and individual debts, will ma- 
ture by that time. In view of these indisputable facts, will it be 


possible to then resume coin payments without the most disastrous 
consequences? How much coin will we have with which to begin 


the liquidation of this immense sum of indebtedness? No one can 
tell. I comprehend thestatement of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
he has hoarded, by the authority of the resumption act, in nearly 
three years about $50,000,000 in coin. Suppose, during the remaining 
months the sum is increased to $100,000,000, This will equal, if we 
can rely upon the statistics, one-half and mort wf the whole volume 
of coin in the country. Is it safe to attempt resumption upon so small 
a sum VI believe it not only unsafe but impossible. This condition 
of things would be an invitation to the gold gamblers and speculators 
to raid the Treasury and exhaust the coin, so that they might again 
eee upon the necessities of the nation for gold. Then, again, 
this increased demand for coin, with the small supply, will be a temp- 
tation to get up corners upon it, and, in defiance of the law and of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, coin will go np. 

Should the effort to resume fail-it will be infinitely worse for the 
public credit than if the experiment had never been made. The ex- 
periment will fail. It will fail if all history is not a lie and all past 
experience not a delusion, The fact is frequently stated that all 
financial crises in the past have occurred when the volume of the 
cireulating medium was at full tide. I believe this to be historically 
true. This was the case in 1797, in 1817, and again in 1837 and in 
1857. And why? That which circulated as money was wholly a 
credit currency, issued upon a pretended specie basis. While the 
people had confidence in it, accepted it in payment of debts and in 
commercial transactions, labor found employment and the ple 
were prosperous. The time for payment came; the bank-bill was 
presented at some bank counter and was protested.: The specie base 
was not there; the pretended specie base was a fraud.and a delusion. 
Then arun on the banks, and all, or nearly all, were found in 
the same situation. None was able to pay. Promises to pay from 
three to ten dollars in coin were made for each coin dollar in tho 
bank vaults, and when payment was demanded it was found to be 
simply impossible. The result was a rapid depreciation in the value 
of bank-notes, a contraction in the volume .of currency circulation, 
and a loss of confidence in all kinds of credits. In every instance 
these panics have resulted from the attempt to float a large volume 
of currency that was redeemable in coin upon an insufficient coin 
reserve. It has been so in the past and will be so in the future. 
Neither individuals, banks, nor the Government can make 1 equal 
to 10 or 5 or 3; and yet this is what the attempt to resume at the 
time fixed means. 

I am op to the resumption act because it contemplates a still 
further reduction of the volume of the legal-tender-note circulation. 
To reach. the $300,000,000 fixed by the law a further contraction of 
over $50,000,000 must take place between this and the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1879. This is equal to nearly $4,000,000 per month; and this 
sudden contraction cannot, in my opinion, fail to add still further to 
the financial distress of the people. 

Iu no aspect of the case do I ard the diminution of this par- 
ticular currency expedient at this time. It is a good currency ; it is 
i and is the only money we have that will pay the general 

ts of the people. It pays no interest, and, answering so ira- 
ae as it does the purposes of a circulating medium, we ought not to 

e even $50,000,000 of it up with gold-interest-bearing bonds. 
But, Mr. 8 er, thé law we are proposing to modify contemplates 
a contraction of the currency much more violent, extensive, and 
disastrous than the mere taking up of the legal-tender notes in excess 
of the $300,000,000. The act requires the Secretary of the Treasury 
after the Ist day of January, 1879, to redeem in coin all the legal- 
tender notes outstanding. What becomes of these notes when thus 
redeemed ? Are they canceled and destroyed or may the Secretary 
of the Treasury again put them into circulation ! 

If these bills when paid cannot again be put afloat as money, it is 
evident that it will be but a short time after the law goes into effect 
before this entire circulation is withdrawn. If it is once taken up 
and canceled, it disappears forever from the legal-tender money of 
the nation, for, if the Supreme Court of the United States has de- 
cided anything in this connection, it has held that a legal-tender note 
can only be constitutionally issued by the nation as an incident to its 
war power and in a time of war. 

The N recurs, when the Treasury note is redeemed can it be 
reissued? It is insisted that existing statutes give the Secretary of 
the Treasury the power to put these notes into circulation after pay- 
ment; but able gentlemen, after a careful examination of the ques- 
tion, deny that any such power exists, The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. GARDNER] the other day ably reviewed the whole subject, and 
arrived at the conclusion that when the Treasury note was paid under 
the requirements of the resumption act that was the end of it. To 
me his argument seemed conclusive, But I believe it is claimed 
by no one that any law exists compelling the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to keep this money after its payment in circulation. He has the 
power to do this, it is said, but may or may not exercise it. I would 
not leave so important a matter to the option of any man. The whole 
duty of the Secretary should be clearly fixed and defined by law. 
Without stopping to inquire into the correctness of either of these 
interpretations of existing laws, it is enough that doubts exist. The 
question is not so pimin but that it is debatable. If the law be left 
untouched it may be so construed by the courts as to absolutely retire 
all the notes paid or redeemed by the Government. I would ayoid 
such a possibility. I would take no hazard. 
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If there can be no reissue, certainly a very considerable portion of 
these. notes will disappear at an early day after the law becomes 
operative. A contraction of the national-bank currency must inevi- 
tably follow that of the legal-tender notes, for the -tender note 
is the base upon which the banking system rests. resumption 
act narrows this base and the banks must ee open 
their circulation. No one can predict the end if on the day now 
fixed every greenback, e bank: note, every note discounted at the 
bank counter, and the whole sum of bank deposits become coin obli- 
gations. It is said the banks of this country control $1,000,000,000 of 
credits, and this is a low estimate. I would put the amount at three 
times that sum. Will not the speedy return to a coin currency put 
the whole debtor class of our people at the mercy of the banks and 
the capitalist? But I cannot go further into details. I shall vote for 
the pending bill to put an end to the proposed contraction of the 
currency, to save the legal-tender note from the dangers that environ 
it, and use the resumption of specio payments within thirteen 
months is, under the circumstances, impossible. In my opinion the 
failure of the nation to keep its promise will be more disastrous to 
the public credit than it will be to now unconditionally withdraw 
that promise. In discussing this question, I have, in referring to 
resumption, employed the term coin“ payment, and by coin I desire 
to be understood as meaning gold, for the tendency of our legisla- 
Hon is unmistakably in the direction of the single gold standard of 
values. 

But, it is said, “ Why repeal this law now that the legal-tender 
note is so nearly equal to gold?” I might retort by asking, “ What 
need was there for this law, this standing menace to commerce and 
labor, when our currency was so surely appreciating, so steadily ap- 
eee par in gold?” In 1864 the legal-tender note was worth 

orty cents in gold, and it traveled up and up without any resump- 
tion act until 1875, when it reached eighty-five cents to the dollar. 
Without any legislation fixing a day for redemption, in eleyen 
years the purchasing power of these notes was increased more than 
100 per cent. It required no resumption act to bring about this 
peed result. It came by the economic law of supply and demand, 

y the natural and steady swell of business and commerce. It came, 
too, without serious contraction and without paralyzing our indus- 
trial interests. Gentlemen tell us that this bill is an attack upon the 
national credit and the national honor. If I so thought, the measure 
would not receive my sympathy or support. National credit is na- 
tional wealth, as certainly so as are tax-lists, or labor, or commerce, 
or money in treasury vaults. A time comes, or may come, in the 
history of every government when the revenues levied upon its peo- 

le are unequal to the demands of its exchequer, and in exigencies 

ike these a reputation for honesty and promptness is invaluable. 
National character and credit can only be built up by a faithful ob- 
servance, in absolute good faith, of every promise. 

I deny that this measure violates any contract or breaks any pledge. 
It is not repudiation. When these notes were issued no time for their 
pomeni was fixed by law. The nation did not know when it would 

possible to redeem them, To give them eredit, to make them an- 
swer the purpose of a circulating medium, they: were made a legal 
tender in payment of all debts, save only duties on imports and in- 
terest on the public debt. The people accepted this currency; ac- 
8 it when it was almost valneless, when it took nearly three 
dollars of it to purchase onein gold; acceptedit e ting the nation 
to redeem it when it should become able todo so, and not before, The 
people asked no resumption act, but have always been willing to post- 
pone the payment of these notes until the coming of that time of 
individual and national prosperity when it will be possible without 
serious detriment to any class or interest. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, it is not true that all those who favor a post- 
ponement of gold payments are advocates of an irredeemable paper 
currency. Iamone of those who believe the greenback’ to be the 
note of the Government, made so ex ly by the law of its crea- 
tion; that it is a note payable in dollars, and in dollars then recog- 
nized as the constitutional and lawful money of the nation. Does 
any gentleman claim more than this? Without additional legisla- 
tion the law — s to do more than pay these notes in the money 
then established. Then silver was money; then, and for years be- 
fore then, the silver dollar was a full legal dollar. Then all these 
notes might have been paid in silver coin. The resumptionist pro- 
1 to redeem in gold and in gold only, to redeem in a metal more 

ifficult to obtain and greater in value than that required by the law 
at the time of the contract. That which was a silver ora gold debt, 
or both, at the nation’s option, has been turned into a gold debt, and 
by demonetizing silver 8 per cent. has heen added to this vast sum 
of the Government’s obligations. Neither national nor individual 
credit or honor required the nback debt to be converted into a 

ld debt. For one, although sincerely desiring the coming of the 

ay when the whole debt of the nation can be paid, when our inter- 
est-bearing debt will be extinguished, when our coin will no longer 
flow into the coffers of the foreign capitalist and bondholder, and 
when our money will not fluctuate so as to render all business and 
commerce uncertain and hazardous, I am, nevertheless, unwilling, 
in order to secure these desirable ends, to add to the burdens that 
already weigh down the laborer, the artisan, and the farmer. 

I may therefore add, sir, another reason, an unanswerable reason, 
for opposing resumption under the law as it now is, for that law will 


compel the payment of a debt in gold which ought to be payable in 
silver, thus robbing the Treasury and the people of millions of money. 
I am free to admit that if silver were restored to the coinage of the 
nation, if it were placed in the position it had held for the three-quar- 
ters of a century prior to 1573, the hardships of the resumption act 
would in my opinion be materially mR But if silver were ro- 
stored I should still oppose any legislation that looked to the perma- 
53 ag retirement of the greenback from the currency of the country. 
The wants of trade demand a paper money, a national papa money, 
a money that is worth the same in San Francisco as in New York, in 
Chicago as in Charleston. The people have tried local banks of issue 
and will never willingly repeat the experiment. Our legal-tender 
money answers every purpose of home business; it is cheap, it is safe, 
and the people have faith in it. It may fluctuate in its eee 
wer, it is true, but so do silver and gold. It is a popular money. 
he poopie remember the extraordinary circumstances that called it 
into being; they remember it as the efficient friend that came to our 
relief when all seemed to have deserted us, and that it saved the 
Republic for us and for posterity. 

We are told, Mr. Speaker, that the resumption act is slowly but 
surely bringing the nation and the people back to prosperity; that 
soon the fires will glow in our furnaces and foundation, the black 
cloud of smok e hang about the chimneys of our manufactories, and 
that busy hum of turning wheels and toiling men and women will be 
heard in our mills and workshops. I devoutly hope our friends on 
the other side of this question are inspired with the spirit of prophecy. 
Men and women anxious for honest employment have gone long 
enough in ; they have long enough bine Upped and jaw- 
sunken with 3 they have long enough wandered with bloody 
feet and aching brows in search of work that they might relight the 
fires on their cores hearth-stones and replace the frugal meal upon 
their humble 

I too, Mr. Speaker, believe the future has a better day in store for 
us; that national and individual prosperity will come, not because 
of your gold laws and resumption laws, but in defiance of them. 
Already our foreign-trade balance of $183,000,000 of last year 
given an impetus to business and run the legal-tender note up until 
it has nearly touched gold. This year, it is said, our exports will ex- 
ceed our imports by $250,000,000. Our foreign trade is broadening 
every year. Eu and Asia are furnishing a market for the product 
of almost every ee industry. We are sending pele our 
pianos, sewing-machines, plows, rea rinting-presses, t. oco- 
motives, and feran of cotton, ee ana Fas "ave are iaaah ly 
competing with Manchester in the manufacture of prints, and with 
Sheffield in that of cutlery. Last year we furnished the United 
Kingdom with more wheat than Russia, British India, Germany, 
France, Egypt, and Turkey combined, and the demand of Europe 
for our ce: this year will be greater than ever before. From this 
time forward our financial condition may improve. I hope it may. 
As an evidence of this improvement, it is said bankruptcies are 
diminishing in number and in amount of liabilities. I read from a 
mercantile-agency report: 

The mercantile agency of Dun, Barlow & Co. give tho total number of failures 
in the United States for the first nine months of 1877 at 6,565, with liabilities of 
$141,952, 256, against 7,050. failures and 5130, 272.800 liabilities for 1876. In Canada 
the failures in 1877 have been 1,646, with $20,904,976 liabilities, against 1,256 fail- 
ures and $17,786,150 liabilities in 1876. Divided into periods of three months, the 
failures for 1877 have been as tates: First quarter, 
failures, with $54,438,074 liabilities; second quarter, 1,830 failures, with $45,068,097 
liabilities; third quarter, 1,816 failures, with $42,346,085 liabilities The circular 
says: The failures in the third quarter of the present year are less both in num- 
ber and amount than for either of the two ding quarters, and that they are 
also less in a very marked amount than for the corresponding quarter of last year. 
For the past nine months the totals show a similar gratifying decrease.” 

It will be observed by an examination of this re that the num- 
ber of failures during the first three quarters of this year were 6,565 
and the total of liabilities $142,952,240, If the last quarter averages 
with the others, the number of failures during the year will reach 
8,750 and the liabilities be increased to about $190,000,000. This 
showing is not remarkably gratifying. In fact there is little in it of 
hope or encouragement. hy, sir, the bankruptcies in 1876 were 
only 9,092 with liabilities of $191,117,000. The difference between 
these years is inconsiderable. But when we examine the bankruptcy 
statistics a little further we will discover that the fact that the ag- 

te of the failures of this year is less than last is no sure indica- 
tion that the aggregate of next year will be less than this. In 1873 
the liabilities of bankrupts were $223,000,000. The et next year, 
1874, they ran down to $155,000,000, and then in 1875 they went 
above $200,000,000. These figures do not take us out of the shadow 
of the peril and disaster of the coming year. 

I know our material resources to be almost without limit. When 
we think of our “ interlinking lakes,” our broad and fertile prairies, 
our boundless forests, our magnificent rivers; when we remember 
our beds of iron, silver, and copper, our inexhaustible coal-fields, our 
numberless forges, furnaces, mills, and workshops, our rapidly in- 
creasing population and commerce, we are apt to put an extravagant 


estimate upon our pecuniary ability. It is true we have a great 


country and a heroic and 5 people, but have they not done 
enough and suffered enough during the past fifteen years? May we 
not now try to remove the burdens that vex and oppress them, and 
postpone the resumption of specie payments to a time—a time, I hope, 
not far distant—when the nation and the people shall have recovered 
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Al 


from the embarrassments that now besot them, and from the effects 
of the necessary but extraordinary demands made upon them during 
our recent expensive civil war? 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 
SPEECH OF HON. HENRY L. DICKEY, 


OF OHIO, 
In THE HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thurssday, October 22, 1877. 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. DICKEY. Mr. Speaker, I had not intended saying one word 
upon this much-debated question and should have contented myself 
with voting for the bill as it came from the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, had not the extraordinary performance and remarka- 
ble speech of the gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] im- 
pelled me to take advantage of this opportunity. The debate has 
thus far been of that serious and earnest character which the import- 
ance of the question demands and justly receives at the hands of the 


representatives of the people. 

ut as I rise more for the ty Beate noticing the speech of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] than making an argu- 
ment, if I should inadvertently fall out of the general line of serious- 
ness, I hope the House will pardon me. And if I should not seem to 
tho gentleman from New York to fully appreciate his ent, I ask, 
too, his pardon. And while I donot“ feel constrained to ask the pro- 
tection of the Chair” for anything I may say, I do ask as a favor that 
I may be permitted to proceed without interruption. 

I begin by reading from the speech of the gentleman from New 
York: 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Mr. x moat I am constrained to ask the protection of the 
Chair against all int ms. 

Unless I am greatly mistaken, the bill we are considering means downright re- 
pudiation ; just that I hold in my hand the promise of my Government to pay 
me $10. The date of payment is fixed by law 2 5 the statute-book; the Govern- 
ment must keep faith with me ; failing in that, it becomes the leader of all default- 
ers and repudiators. $: 

Let me remind the House that this does not fully describe the pic- 
ture, and that the country may know the timidity of cunning capital 
when brought to the front in debate with“ honest labor,“ it is nec- 
essary to say that the gentleman not only craved the protection of 
the Chair, and flaunted full in the face of this Honse an unredeemed 
ten-dollar greenback, demanding his pay in gold, charging the friends 
of this bill and the Government with being repudiators, Fut tbat he 

“was ensconced, like a masked battery, behind the marble breast- 
works of the Clerk’s desk, as if in fear his unjust charges and unholy 
demands would bring down upon his devoted head an angry storm 
of withering frowns from the friends of labor and à 

Here was a sight the country never can forget. The poor, crum 
led, quiyering greenback, looked as if it had only been born to 
cursed, while the very eagle upon its face screamed to be redeemed, 
if it could only find a redeemer. 

True, it had been the savior of the Union and Constitution; it 
had contributed vastly to the comfort and happiness of millions of 
our citizens; it had been 1 by Presidents and Cabinets, and 
all the high functionaries of the land, as “the currency of the coun- 
try,” and as the “best that has ever been devised.” True, the people 
were well satisfied with it, and from no quarter of the country were 
they asking to be involved more deeply in the throes of distress and 
bankruptey by forced resumption; but what cared the gentleman 
from New York? This mighty Republic owed him $10. He held in 
his hand the unpaid note. Hedemanded the gold. He was a creditor 
and he intended to be, until he could fet d for his paper, and if 
he did not get it, and quick too, then the Government is the “ leader 
of all defaulters,” and Boss Tweed to boot, and is a “ repudiator.” 
Alas poor Yorick! Poor Government, poor people. They cannot pay 
and if they can’t, how can they? 

"Tis true 'tis pity, and pity tis tis true. 

But the gentleman says: 

Here we have it, Mr. Speaker. Repudiate! That, in truth, is the word. I do 
not 3 It comes as arnshing mighty wind comes! 6 are mow shaken 
by a wild blast of a grand currency illusion, which has swept over the plains of the 
tireatoulng to ingalf tho netonal tatsgrity!., The pill before ua justinas the auas 

rem : 
serious 3 It is 4 N of contract. Londen: 

What shall I say to this? Oh, yon nanghty, naughty men of the 
West and South, to come like a ‘rushing mighty wind ;” like “wild 
blasts,” and like great beasts to frighten the coy little beauty, Miss 


Resumption, away! 
The Secretary of the thinks she is his darling, while all 


the bankers, brokers, and bullionists are paying their most earnest 
and lover-like devotions to her. 3 

Did it ever occur to the gentleman from New York that she is the 
daughter of the people? And that with their strong right arms, if 


need be, they might be so aroused as to protect and defend her from 
being roan against the will of her legitimate parent by these 
wolves of the money vaults. 

We love to see her petted and courted and even caressed by the 
Secretary and the fine-haired aristocracy of the “coin bags,” and 
hope some day when a few more years have added steadiness to her 
gait and manners that the match may be consu: the desires of 
all her lovers satisfied, and peace and harmony reign in the entire 
family. But for the present I freely confess to the gentleman that 
we came something after the fashion he describes. But need that 


be so? 
I have seen on the stage an act in which mighty wrestlers assail 
each other with all the muscle and science and skill at their com- 


Time is called. Again and again, around and around, stoop- 
ing, standing, N forward and back ward, on knee, on elbow, on 
hip and off, until at last, exhausted and weary and wilted, a puff of 
breath from one lands the other upon the broad of his back. 

So here after three years of wrangling and many days of debate the 
end is near, and with half an eye “The wayfaring man, though a fool,” 
may see the bullionists trembling before the gentle blasts from the 
united West and South. 

BREACH OF CONTRACT. 


But the gentleman grows furious and charges the friends of this 
repeal measure with bad faith, with breaking a contract. He says 
this bill is “a plain breach of contract.” 

Sir, let us go back a little; let us see with what grace this charge 
and this language come from that quarter of the country. 

Has the gentleman so soon forgotten the outrage of the bullionists 
and the republican party in 1869, when the bonds that were then pay- 
able in nbacks were by Congress, under the pretense of strength- 
ening the pnblic credit, converted into bonds payable in coin only, 
thus adding millions of barden to the already unbearable mountain 
of debt ? as not that a breach of faith with the common pog 10 7 
Was it not the violation of a sacred contract partly executed as 
it not class legislation of a character calculated to enhance the prop- 
xy of the bondholder and depreciate the property of the farmer, 
and has that not been the visible and most disagreeable effect of it 
all through the West and South? ; r 

Has the gentleman so soon forgotten the conduct of the bullionists 
and the republican party in 1873, when they udiated the silver 
dollar as not being of sufficient fineness for their high -bred stomachs 
and delicate fingers, by virtue of which act their bonds became pay- 
able in gold alone that before were payable in gold and silver? The 
silver dollar had been for over eighty yéars a legal tender for the pay- 
ment of all debts, public and private, for any amount. Suddenly it is 
stricken down aid reduced, shorn of its power by Shylocks, until it 
is now al tender for but the pitiful sum of $5; and all this that 
the value of the bonds of capital should be enhanced, while labor and 
agricultural interests must the additional burden and be corre- 
spondingly depressed. 

And now, not satisfied with these acts of bad faith, repudiation, and 
breach of contract, like vampires upon the body-politic, this same 
school of aristocratic legislators, backed by the money sharks of Wall 
street, would become extortioners as well, through means of forced 
resumption. Sir, we of the West have too long been silent. We 
demand now to be heard. We intend to be heard. Repudiation or 
not, breach of contract or not, we demand the repeal of the resump- 
tion act, and shall not cease in our demands nor in our efforts until 
relief shall come to our people, patient and long suffering. — 

But, sir, we hurl back the charge of repudiation and breach of con- 
tract. It is false that our people or the friends of this bill are repu- 
diators. We denounce the charge as unjust, unfounded, and without 
the faintest reason to support it. 

The gentleman forgets that there is no time fixed on the greenback 
for its payment and confounds his eager, hot-haste demand to be 
paid gold, and to be paid now or never—and his eyes do not behold 
the shining eagles offered in exchange for his quivering greenbacks 
as equivalent to refusing to pay at all. 

Pray, gentlemen, be a little charitable, a little patient. Yourcellars 
and pantries are well filled, your clothes are respectable, your fami- 
lies do not know what it is to want, but are happy as plenty can make 
them. This is not so everywhere in this proud conntry. Want, abso- 
lute want, the gaunt, hungry wolf, with gleaming, mereiless eyes, is 
at the door of thousands of humble homes in our land. His steps 
were directed there by your legislation of 1869, 1873, and 1875, and 
we are here in behalf of those who cry out to us for help, to demand 
that, so far as legislation can repair the wrong and remove the wolf, 
it shall be given ; and there shall be no peace until it is given. 


“PRICELESS HERITAGE.” 


But I am neglecting the gentleman from New York, [Mr. CHITTENe 
DEN.] He continued: 

It is apparent to the whole country and to the civilized commerce of mankind, 
since the votes of Monday, November 4, thatan irredeemablo-papor-money delusion 
has done its perfect work in the minds and p of a largo majority of the 
popular branch of our National Legisla' and tit remains for the people to 
arouse themselves to know the truth and save their priceless heritage from a 
bondage only less terrible than human slavery itself. 

Sir, this is terrible; it is sad, it is humiliating. Since this House 
has voted to restore silver to its accustomed and lawfal place as 
money, “it is apparent that an irredeemable-paper-money delusion 
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has done its perfect work“ and Con 


and the people have gone 
crazy and the “ priceless heritage” is about to go into “a bondage 


only less terrible than human slavery.” I was stunned, chilled, 
shocked. I did not want to lose my share of the “ priceless heritage,” 
and I know my people did not want to lose theirs, Here was trouble 
indeed. If I vote to continne this resumption law, and thus cause 
contraction of the currency to continue and the greenback to be re- 
deemed, canceled, and destroyed, as the gentleman from New York 
wants me to do, then I will save my share of the “ priceless heritage,” 
as well as that of my people; but if I vote to repeal this resumption 
law and save the greenback to the people, then I lose my share of 
the “ priceless heritage” and so will my 8 What shall we do 
to save our “ heritage?” On my right hand sat my colleague, the 
manager of this repealing bill, [Mr. EwWING. ] I turned to him for 
relief, and great drops of perspiration covered his manly brow and 
tears were stealing down his trembling cheeks. He could not speak, 
but only eee aliy and slowly shook his head. Oh, our “ priceless 
heritage!” My mind was filled with gloom, and I could but sigh in 
the broken accents of that heart-stricken father who said— 
s Come back! comé back! he cried in grief 
Across the stormy water : 
And I'll forgive your Highland chief, 
i My daughter! O, my hter! 
The gentleman proceeded : 

3 er, tion firmly rooted in the convic- 
tions at every thoughtful and —— thet the national „ not 
be sacrificed, and I declare to you, to m 


y constitnents, and te the people of the 
wholo country that there never bas been a day in American history since the days 


of colonial dependence when our national honor and welfare were so imperiled as 
now. Say not that this is an extravagant and heated statement. 


On my left sat my colleague, the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, [Mr. BANNING,] and as the dreadful words “ so im- 
iled as now” fell as seething, burning meteors from the lips of 
he eloquent gentleman from New York in behalf of the bondholders, 
I turned to my colleague, and behold, what a change! Sir, I scarcely 
could believe my eyes. He looked my very ideal of great military 
commanders. His face was flushed, his eye fixed in space and fairly 
beaming with the prospect and pomp of glorious war: 
And not a wave of trouble rolled 
Across his peaceful breast. 

Just in front of me sat another colleague, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, [Mr. Ricr,] who heaved dee wn sighs npon 
the prospect of wenog added to his fifteen hundred pension claims 
still further burdens from an unexpected source. 

I d over the House, and it presented an-indescribable, awe- 
stricken surprise, and if not in tears it certainly should have been, 
for gentlemen in the lobbies were compelled to hoist their umbrellas 
to protect themselves from the showers of tears that fell from the 

alleries. 
& What was to happen I knew not. A wild sort of terror seized upon 
me. Sad, weird strains of music seemed floating in the air. I turned 
in my chair and beheld the chairman of ing and 8 É 
[Mr. BUCKNER, ] his usually merry face buried in his hands, while he 
seemed sadly humming r 
Only three grains of corn, mother. 

Sir, at this supreme moment of universal aympethy and extraor- 
dinary sadness, could I have given utterance to the words that then 
crowded into my throat I should have moved the House to instruct 
the Secretary of the Treasury to redeem at once the ten-dollar note, 
which still fluttered, like a helpless, wounded bird, in the gentlo- 
man’s hand. No wonder the gentleman exclaimed as he did: 

Mr. Speaker, we are a spectacle to-day which future historians may deecribe 
with weeping and amazement. 

It was a scene the like of which we ne’er may see again. Look! 
I see him yet; the creditor of this mighty Government, holding aloft 
its ten-dollar promise to pay, demanding gold or blood, while the 
cruel winds of the West and South hi in the sufferer’s ear Wait! 
Wait! W-a-i-t! 

OHIO ELECTION, 


Again he said: ’ 

It has been intimated that the silver and anti-resumption bills are the sullen 
reverberation of the late Ohio election. 

Here the gentleman is right. And now it is not only “intimated,” 
but the gentleman and all other force resumptionists are plainly told 
that it is the “ reverberation of the late Ohio election,” and the thun- 
ders of these bills have been reverberating from other States and will 
continue until the people shall be heard and they become the law of 
the land. 

The democracy of Ohio went before the people with these proposi- 
tions: 

of relie the distressed of th i 
mtn The ieee Seea Gaasi ok Tenis Satin we aon i 


imm to 
That we denounce as an outrage upon the rights of the 


power. 

Upon these the battle was fought and won, notwithstanding the 
fiat of the Secretary of the Treasury, issued from Mansfield, Ohio, to 
the contrary.. The gentleman, like other deluded and mistaken in- 


ple the enactment of 
the passage of a law 


dividuals, undertakes to account for that election in this passage of 
his speech: 


It is said that eighty thousand blican machine politicians refused to vote in 
Ohio beca 


use their own upright er kept his promises faithfully to the country. 

Let me say to him and all others who pretend to think that way 
that this is a slander upon the republican party of Ohio. There aro 
not now “eighty thonsand republican machine politicians” in the 
State, nor the signin part of that number; they have greatly im- 
proved, they are learning, and, if no ces upon this floor repels 
it, I will, for the people of my State. It is believed that the Presi- 
dent’s “southern policy” is indorsed by eight-tenths of the intelligent 
voters of that State, and that, if the Cleveland convention, which 
nominated Judge West for governor, had given him that hearty in- 
dorsement which his “policy” and broad statesmanship in this regard 
demanded at their hands, it would have been far more creditable to 
their party. But, sir, without them he has— 
Plucked off the old bark when the inner 

Was slow to renew 


And put to the Lord's work the sinner 
When saints failed to do it. 


And a glorious work has been accomplished. 

The democracy had long advocated this line of policy, and in their 
convention took occasion to congratulate the country upon the con- 
duct of the Administration toward the South in giving to them that 
which by the Constitution belo: to them, and of which they had 
so long been unjustly deprived. In the language of the sage of Fruit 
Hill, Bill Allen, of Ohio, “ we support the Administration by the job,” 
and in this job he does not lack for friends in either party in Ohio. 
In this, as if was 8 expressed by the gentleman from Lonis- 
2 Ctr. ELLIS, ] “he has drawn the best heart of the whole people 
to him. 

Two causes mainly operated in that election: The first was the 
folly of the Cleveland convention platform upon the labor question, 
and the communistic speech of Judge West accepting the nomina- 
tion for governor. The second and chief one was the financial ques- 
tion. e democracy, with the timely blow from the President, had 
succeeded at last in burying forever the accursed corpse of the spook 
of the war. The senna heartburnings, and prejudices engen- 
dered during the war, and rekindled from year to year since by 
8 © gospel of hate, had no piace in the late campaign in 

hio. Theo great financial measures, which before had been obscured 
by this means, now stood out clearly before the people, and largo 
numbers of the republican party, who before were kept in ignorance 
of the true financial situation, now stood amazed, and unable to con- 
sent to vote with the democrats yet, remained in doubt from the 
polls. This, sir, is the key to the correct solution of the late elec- 
tions. 

RESUMPTION UNREPEALED. 

Now let us sup that the resumption act is toremain unrepealed 
and in full force, that in a little more than thirteen months from 
this date, on the Ist of January, 1879, we have resumed in fact, and 
what will be the situation? Will nbacks. be at par with gold? 
I answer no; not until they are laid upon the Treasurer’s desk and 
the gold counted out for them. Do you ask why? Lans wer that the 

nback itself will not pay custom-house dues. It will not pay 
the interest on the public debt or any parr of the principal. It is 
shorn of its paying power by the very law of its creation and can- 
not be equal to that money which pays demands that it cannot pay. 
Hence it will be a little below gold and the premium ample for 
brokers and sharks to trade upon. 

Now I return to my friend from New York, [Mr. CutrrenDEN, ] and 
I will read this most deplorable lamentation from his speech. He 
says: 

Mr. er, I believe that the is the most ‘al — 
try pospas encountered, 6 1 9 „ 
r debt, representing the exigency of D grees civil 
wear. | It tn A dovice fn ite waters aud ba ibe infinence ca 2 nne the 

money devices of the days of our colonial dependence in the earl pore ate 
eighteenth century; of John Law's Mississippi scheme; the assi tot French 
revolution, and the con tal money of our own revolutionary imes, 

There is nothing in the history of t several paper-moncy delusions to war- 
rant the belief that the 1 paid. On the contrary all their 
traditions point to repudiation, and current events point the same way. 

The resumption act is in full force, and the Ist day of January, 
1879, has come. It is a biting cold New Years morning, and just six 
o’clock, Common people have not yet begun to stir. But look yonder, 
at the door of the office of the assistant treasurer stands a long row of 
men, with overcoats closely buttoned, carpet-sacks in hand, stamping 
and puffing their breaths out tepon the clear cold air, and it curls grace- 
fully up like the smoke from the farm-houses where they are not 
thinking of “cent. per cent.“ Approach nearer. At the head of the 
column stands a man very like the gentleman from New York, im- 
patiently stamping and rapping at the door. In his rear is a stouter 
man and back of hima larger. From him the taper begins, and 
8 drops down to the twenty-first man, who is very short, 

k complexioned, and has an enormous hook nose. The breath is 
frozen upon their whiskers, Is there a train to depart soon, and the 
depot not open? What does it mean? Aha! the door opens, and the 
man who resembles the gentleman from New York lays upon the 
counter $20,000 in greenbacks, in packages of $50 each, and receives 
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his gold. Then, with asmile that cracks the frost from his cheeks, he 
says: “Two hundred dollars before breakfast; that pays me pretty 


well for my speech which was the meaus of defeating the repeal of 
the splendid law. III breakfast now at Delmonico’s.” 80 the live- 
long day the sharks and brokers come, until the rush klarms the treas- 
urer who will soon be short—and there we drop the curtain. 

OTHER PROPOSITIONS. 

Mr. Speaker, it is strange that the enemies of the bill now under 
consideration, nearly all, admit the impracticability of the resamp- 
tion Jaw as it now year ass rt amendment after amendment, perhaps 
twenty, have been offered to the bill of the committee. How rich 
we are in great financiers, who manage the currency question to their 
own entire satisfaction! Hear the substitute offered by the gentle- 
man from New York: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
America in assem 


+ „ 

bonds of the United States in the spirit of the original * r act: Provided. 
That the bonds authorized by this act shall 8 gold at the expiration of 
forty years from the Ist day of January, 1877, bear interest at the rate of 4 per 
cent. per annum, payable quarterly 

Sec. 2. That the bonds authorized by this act shall be available for deposit in the 
1 oe United 2 for banking purposes under the various provisions 
of law n 

Sud. 3. That the legal-tender notes received in exchange for bonds under this act 
shall yed, under such regulations as may 


This, sir, like many others, is but a rider attempting to kill the bill 
before the House. It is simply a proposition to the people of this 
country to gratify the avarice of money-getters and money-lenders 
by exchanging a non-interest-bearing debt of $354,554,595 for an in- 
terest-bearing debt of the same sum, at 4 per cent., payable quarterly 
in gold. The people will not consent to this. It would be adding 
$15,000,000 annually to their taxes. Let their favorite money alone. 
They do not ask to have it redeemed nor to have it funded, but they 
do ask that it shall remain, and that, with Sno pen of the resump- 
tion act, legislation, for the present at least, s cease. 

I will, however, say to the gentleman that if he will frame a bill 
for the funding of his ten-dollar note into a forty-year bond, at 4 per 
cent., we will endeavor to pass it, if that will satisfy him. 

COXCLUSION. 

It is claimed by some that the greenbacks may be reissued under 
the resumption act, Let no man delude himself with any such mis- 
take. It cannot be done; there is no law forit. The argument of 
my colleague [Mr. GARDNER] is clear, concise, and conclusive upon 
this point, the Secretary of the Treasury is of the same opinion, 
and the best lawyers in the country concurin this view. The several 
amendments offered here all go to establish this construction, as does 
the view of Mr. Bristow, who, as Secretary of the Treasury, said in 
his official report: 

The faith of the Government now stands eee gin 
225! ͤ ra or capes 
coun 0 2 „ 
according to the provisions of the act of Tenney 14, 1875. 

So that the proposition is, silver being a legal tender for but $5, 
the legal-tender notes to be redeemed and destroyed and gold to re- 
main the only legal-tender money in the country! Who, I ask, in 
truth and soberness can ay that the people of this country desire 
this unjust state of affairs 

There is now, after three years’ effort, but $57,436,071 in the Treas- 
ury applicable to the redemption of the legal-tenders, This evidence 
proves the folly, as well as the impossibility, of excuting the resump- 
tion law. Can $350,000,000 be redeemed with $57,500,000% With 
these facts before us, how can there be any question as to our duty ? 
While I hope to see the day when our Treasury will be so replenished 
that resumption may bo easy, nal, and certain, I know that it 
has not f hig come, and that this law, hanging like a threatening sword 
above the people, so paralyzes the industries of the country that 
nothing short of its unconditional repeal can give the needed relief. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. G. A. BICKNELL, 


OF INDIANA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday, November 22, 1877, 
On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled 'An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. BICKNELL. Mr. Speaker, the people of my district and a 
large majority of the people of indiana demand the repeal of the 
resumption act. 


They care little for Wall street, or the doctrines in vogue there, but 
they understand their own interests; they know when they are hurt, 


and they seek no instruction in that behalf from the money kings of 
the East, or their adherents. 

When ry are told, as we have been told here, that the notes of 
the United States have been, or will be, a greater curse to the coun- 
try than African slavery, that the repeal of the resumption act would 
be dishonesty and repudiation, advocated by all the gamblers and 
thieves, they treat such statements as they deserve to be treated. 

They remember that a few years ago the country was prosperous, 
business flourishing, the currency sufficient in volume to maintain 
and stimulate the productive energy of the people; they remember 
how rapidly that productive ei was creating public and private 
wealth and promoting the general welfare. 

In the midst of that el the republican Secretary of the 
Treasury, not content to let well enongh alone, bogen his contraction 
of the national currency. Bankruptcy and ruin followed. As that 
contraction was continued, bankruptcy and poverty were increased 
until the liabilities of business men and corporations stranded and 
ruined in the last nine years exceed 81, 000, 000,000. The adversaries 
of the resumption act predicted these consequences, They had a 
right to predict them, because there never was in any country a like 
contraction of the currency that failed to produce like disaster. 

A policy with such results needs no learned financial argument to 
overthrow it. It carries its own refutation with it. The doctrinaire 
tells us that our rnin is all right; that we have been undergoing a 
sound treatment; bat we perceive that none but the wealthy capi- 
talist have derived any benefit from it. The value of his money, its 
purchasing power, has been augmented by each successive contrac- 
tion of the currency, but there has been a shrinkage of all other 
values. The active business men have been ruined; but the capi- 
talist have suffered; and the toiling millions, the laboring-men of the 
country, have suffered most of all. They have lost even the oppor- 
tunity of labor; there is nothing for them todo. The consequences 
are strife and tumult and violence around us, and revolution and 
anarchy impending. This is too great a price to pay for “improving 
the public credit.” 

s did not demand contraction of the currency; the only 
avowed reason for it was “to improve the public credit ;” whatever 
the real reason may have been, the results are disaster and rnin. 
The cry for the repeal of the resumption act is the cry of experience. 
Gentlemen opposing the repeal admit that the resumption act was 
unn and unwise, but they say, having been adopted as the 
national policy, it ought to be adhered to. I submit that it is not the 
part of wisdom to poe in error; it is better to take a step back- 
ward than to go forward to certain failure. The resumption act 
ought to be repealed because it has promoted more stringent con- 
traction of the eurrency, and because it has been and is fatal to all 
business activity by compelling the hoarding of capital and forbid- 
ding its investment in houses or lands or any legitimate branch of 
agriculture, manufactures, or commerce, 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. E. W. KEIGHTLEY, 


OF MICHIGAN, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday, November 22, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to re the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. KEIGHTLEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire, as briefly as possible, to 
place before the House and upon the record my reasons for the vote 
Í intend to cast upon the pending bill. 

Nearly three years have lapsai since the passage of what is known 
as the resumption act, pledging the nation to the resumption of spe- 
cie payments on the 1st day of January, 1879. Since the resumption 
act became a law the course of trade has been directed, contracts 
have been entered into, and all business has been with ref- 
erence to resumption at the time therein mentioned. Valnes have 
been largely adjusted upon that lower scale which must necessarily 
follow the restoration of our currency to coin value. The price of 
gold has gradually fallen, or the Government credit has advanced, (I 
care not which it may be called,) until the difference between the 
iets pe and the legal-tender paper dollar is but little more than 
nomin 

To-day we are called upon by the friends of this bill to recall the 
nation’s promise of three years’ standing without substituting any 
assurance that the United States will ever redeem its promises to pay. 

Without considering the question of honor here involved, my con- 
victions touching the long train of evils that follow in the track of 
irredeemable paper money and uncertain values would lead me to 
record my vote against the bill. 

I have often seen it stated by advocates of a ESN paper currence 
that regularity and steadiness in the volume and value of a nation’s 
currency are absolutely necessary to its ent prosperity. I 
know that those who desire to see the nation’s promise to pay worth 
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one hundred cents on the dollar in coin fully -with them. In 
fact it may be regarded as a self-evident proposition, for by no other 
means can steadiness in values of all kinds be maintained. 

The honorable gentlemen whose report upon questions relating to 
silver has lately been placed before us have most fully and ably dis- 
cussed therein the distress attendant u falling prices, The argu- 
ment should lead us to look with eq 3 a rapid os te 
ciation in values as being but the prelude to a certain to follow. 
Values can only permanently and healthily advance in exact ac- 
cordance with the addition by labor to the sum of human wealth, 
and whenever or wherever they are forced upward rapidly by — 
lation or speculation a corresponding fall is sure to follow in 
dience to a law higher than any haman enactment. We can only 
guard against either by securing steadiness in the value and volume 
of our currency. : 

No currency which depends entirely for its volume and value upon 
the varying judgment of each succeeding Con ean have this 
quality, The Congress of to-day may solemnly decree that the 
money of the country shall be of a certain character and amount, 
but it can in no manner undertake that the Congress of to-morrow 
will its action or its money. Thus no guarantee is possible 
of in the supply, that it will not be largely increased or 
reduced, which uncertainty deranges legitimate business while it 
breeds speculation as naturally as sparks fly upward. 

The strongest inducement is offered thereby to one class to influ- 
ence legislation in Congress to the end that the currency may be 
increased, that it may be more cheaply obtained to di indebt- 
edness, and to another class to influence legislation in the opposite 
direction for an opposite reason, and the amount of our currency 
would go = or down as the bulls or bears predominated in Congress. 

On the other hand gold and silver, that which has been recognized 
as money from the earliest history of the world, as the only proper 
legal tender, farnish a currency which cannot fail to be compara- 
tively steady in its volume valne. The amount cannot be rap- 
idly increased or reduced by legislative bodies or speculative rings, 
while trade itself may be relied upon to furnish supplemental bills of 
credit in every form required, without giving to any individual, cor- 
poration, or government power to issue more promises to pay, to be 
received at a given price, than such individual, corporation, or gov- 
ernment can convince the world it can maintain convertible into coin, 

It is therefore pain to me that it is our first duty to restore the 
country to the old, steady basis of values at the earliest practicable 
moment, or at least not abandon this purpose altogether. To indefi- 
nitely prolong the use of irredeemable paper money is to continue 
and intensify the uncertainties in values which in the t has de- 
stroyed confidence, paralyzed the hand of industry, and brought dis- 
aster and disorder upon the country. 

We are told with many a flourish that the resumption act has 
brought these burdens upon us, and that to lift them from the nation 
we must abandon its purpose absolutely. Is it not true that the real 
trouble lies further back and is to be found, as I have intimated, in the 
dire necessity that compelled the nation to issue its legal-tender notes 
in sums greater than the world believed it had the ability or inclina- 
tion to promptly redeom. 

These notes, being a legal tender, available for the payment of all 
debts and claims, an ee than that which had been a legal tender 
up to that time, soon excluded coin from use. Their purchasing power 
was less and hence a nominal rise in prices followed at once, in obe- 
dience to a law no legislation can affect. In the history of our legal- 
tender currency thereafter, as step by step it became more abundant 
and depreciated in value in comparison with the money of the world, 
so step by step did the price of every kind of property nominally rise 
a ee with the 1 ne | condition. DARE 4 

t this was an era of great apparent p , I grant you; 
that in this period fortunes were by many accumulated rapidly, there 
is no question, but by whom were these benefits reaped in the main? 

The great mass of these fortunes were not acquired by labor or in 
the prosecution of business by cautious, able men. The men who 
were most reckless in investment, those who could get into debt the 
most, through rapid rises in prices, traveled the surest road to 
wealth. They whose sole occupation it was to watch when and how 
to take advantage of each successive advance, though they added 
nothing to the wealth of the country or of the world, were enabled 
to draw to themselves the wealth produced by the toilers and tillers 
of the land. Those who measured their conduct by the good old rules 
which caution, industry, and economy always dictate were left far 
behind in the race. The success of the few emboldened the many until 
nearly the whole country was drawn into the whirlpool. By degrees 
speculation became the rule instead of the exception. Men bought 
and sold upon‘ s greater than former values and in aspirit that 
seemed to assume that prices must always rise and never fall. But 
the pinnacle at last was reached, and, with the first undoubted evi- 
dence of this, confidence took wings and disaster followed. 

Wealth rapidly accummulated is rarely carefully husbanded; hence 


‘in the speculative period I have alluded to private expenditures of 


individuals increased apace with their success. 

Manufacturing interests, to meet the suddenly created and un- 
healthy demand, were stimulated into rare activity, drawing ther 
at our manufacturing centers an undue proportion of population 
where employment of many was sure to cease when the fever of 


speculation had spent its force. Independent of the Pacific Railway, 


many lines were constructed far beyond the frontiers, not because 
the business of these sections demanded additional facilities for 
transportation or would yield any reasonable dividend upon the cost 
of construction, but that the fortunes of the projectors might be made 
from speculation in town sites and lands along the linesor in jobs 
connected with the construction. To carry through these schemes 
the Treasury of the nation and those of States were invaded with 
ruthless hands. Every energy was strained to push them forward 
with the greatest possible rapidity, and in the production of material 
to satisfy mapa. this demand large populations were drawn to min- 
ing Sees only to suffer and starve when the bubble burst. 

nder the pressure of the hour railway wreckers were enabled to 
water their stocks at pleasure, securely trusting in their ability to 
unload upon a populace burning with the feverish haste for wealth. 
Through the baneful influences of speculation so encouraged, the 
whole country was laid under tribute to roll up the colossal fortunes 
ofafew. Through these opportunities we saw a shrewd, unprinci- 
pled New England peddler become a millionaire, who owned his lines 
of railway and of steamships and, it must be remembered with sorrow, 
his judges and legislators. 

Look back agaim The rate and methods of public expenditure 
will be found to closely correspond with general private expenditures 
at the same period, for men in the aggregate are but, what they are 
found to be as individuals. Upon every municipality in the land the 
same cloud settled. Expand, extend, expend, seemed to be every- 
where conceded to be the true policy. Let posterity pay, for values 
will so increase that this burden will be but a feather’s weight. The 
voice of economy was stifled and the spirit ruled that made it possi- 
ble for Tweeds to win power and plunder, and in so doing to double, 
treble and quadraple our municipal indebtedness all over the land, 
to mongego the labor of a generation to enrich themselves. The 
blight of this demoralization fell upon scores of valued men in pub- 
lic life, and its withering influence has leftits mark even in these 
halls in the past. 

In the mean time, how fared it withthe laboring-men for whose in- 
terests gentlemen profess such profound regard? At the first arbi- 
trary interference with values by the creation of paper legal-tenders, 
the capitalists of the country, those whose study and business it was 
to be familiar with values from day to day, lost no time in preparing 
themselves for the changed condition of affairs by marking up their 
stocks of merchandise or other property. Thus it was that the prices 
of everything which the laboring-man purchased at once advanced, 
His cost of living increased at once, but, as will be seen by an exami- 
nation of Appleton’s Cyclopedia for that year, no general rise in 
wages occurred until the fall of 1863. 

By so much as the cost of living was thus increased during this 

od before the rise in w: was the laboring-man wronged. 

y each of the rapidly succeeding advances in prices was this wrong 

to labor re o better plan could be devised for making the 

rich richer and the poor poorer; and to-day we are called upon in the 

interests of labor to indefinitely continue a system which can pro- 
duce no other than such results. leannot vote for the measure. 

That we have passed through a period of great depression, result- 
ing from the decline in prices following preparation for resumption, 
in which the debtor class suffers, is true. That because of this we 
should approach resumption with care, I agree; but beyond this I 
insist that this fact furnishes the ter reason why we should not 
return to the path to which all this suffering is primarily 1 
and which could only bring us to greater suffering in the future. 
Especially should we remember this at the nt time, when we 
stand with the dawn of a brighter day breaking upon us. Practi- 
cally all the decline and all the suffering have been met. The finan- 
cial reports of the last quarter show a falling off of 25 pe cent. in 
business failures as compared with the same period of last year; 
while from every direction come the cheering sounds of the reviv: 
of business, not upon the past false basis of prices, but upon a scale 
where our merchants and the world can meet upon common ground. 

That we should Gis, every possible precaution to prevent injur; 
to debtor interests is also true. Every dollar of our circulation whic 
can well be maintained convertible into coin should be retained, and 
I should cheerfully support the amendment submitted by my col- 
1 LMr. HUBBELL] looking to this end. 

“That the debtor should have the right to pay in any coin which in 

all our history has been legal tender until 1873, except where other- 
wise provided by law or contract, I also fully believe, and hence have 
voted and shall continue to vote to restore silyer to the position it 
formerly held, Ste e firmly that very soon after that is fully ac- 
complished the value of a silver dollar will return to its value before 
it was demonetized. 

I can find no sufficient reason for the decline in silver since 1873 
except the fact that it was demonetized by the United States, coupled 
with the grossly exaggerated estimates published from time to timo 
concerning the production of silver from the Nevada mines. The 
report of the silver commission, made after careful inquiry, must 
correct the public mind a the question of over-production, and 
upon the posses ot the bill restoring silver to its former place in the 
3 ts rapid appreciation must surely soon restore its former 
value. 

Beyond this, the greatest benefit it is in our power to confer upor 


— 
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the debtor class and the whole country is to give the assurance that 
we are to take no steps backward in our return to the old, steady 
basis of values; that the adjustment of prices upon the basis of the 
world’s money is to be permanent and not to be interfered with by 
legislation. Then will confidence return to capital, and the stores 


now locked up, through fear of fluctuations will seek employment in 
legitimate and permanent investment, throwing new life and vigor 
into every artery of commerce and manufacture, and giving to labor 
its just and regular reward. 

Good faith, common honesty, and the publie welfare demand that 
we shall keep the face of the nation firmly set toward the resumption 
of specie payments ; that the pledge of the Republic shall be sacredly 
kept, and that we may secure once more to the whole people, the 
banker and the mechanic, the laborer and the millionaire, the plow- 
holder and the bondholder, the same kind of money; money that is 
worth what it 1 to be, one hundred cents on the dollar, and 
the value of which will not be perceptibly changed whether it be 
offered in Greenland or India, or whe it bears the stamp of the 
dead Cæsars or the living United States of America. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. W. A. PHILLIPS, 


OF KANSAS, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday, November 22, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to reply to a few of the gen- 
tlemen who have assailed propositions presented by me, when I spoke 
in opening this debate. Ido not regret the wide latitude the de 
has taken. I think that it is well that the people should not only 
know what we do but why we do it. 

The gentleman from Rhode Island, [Mr. EaMes,] my colleague on 
the committee, who I think made the ablest presentation that could 
be made on the other side, said that I had not stated what would be 
the condition of the currency incase this bill becomesalaw. I thought 
I had. I stated distinctly that there had been a forced contraction 
under the resumption act of upward of sixty-two millions in legal- 
tenders and national-bank notes, and an actual contraction of one 
hundred and seven millions in all. I stated that twenty-seven mill- 
ions of legal-tender notes had been destroyed ; that these notes were 
still being destroyed, and would be unless we repealed that resumption 
act; that the measure before us was the only thing that conld stop it 
and retain the volume of currency the country now needed and had, 
and that unless we passed this measure the Secretary could reduce 
fifty-four millions more of the existing legal-tender notes, destroying 
them, and would probably hold that he could call in and destroy the 
remainder, using all the coin he had hoarded or could get in the 
Treasury. It will thus be seen that this bill, which proposes to re- 
peal the third section of the resumption act, is not an inflation 
measure, as it has been denounced, but a measure to prevent forced 
contraction, which is rnining the business of the country. 

Another gentleman said that if we do not pass this bill but let the 
resumption act alone and remonetize silver we will have currency 
enough. Let us see. The silver-dollar bill passed by this House is 
not a law yet, but if it was our country produces less than forty 
millions of silver per annum. The greater part of this has been ex- 
ported heretofore, but deducting ten millions of it for trade-dollars 
and the mechanic arts, it would take twelve years, even if we could 
hold all the remainder and coin it into dollars, to reach the present 
volume of legal-tender notes. That, as everybody knows, is simply 
impossible, and there is no likelihood under the freest coinage of 
silver dollars of our being able to supply more than the increasing 
wants of trade and making a safe coin basis for the paper which we 
wish to preserve. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] is rather sweep- 
ing and general in his charges against what I said. He did not and 
cannot deny that there is a general prostration of business and that 
immense numbers of laborers are idle; that we have had and may 
still have bread riots even in a year of plenty. His denunciation of 
myself as an inflationist found no color in what I said or in the bill 
I defended. 

The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Price] in that portion of his re- 
marks where he refused to let me interrupt him endeavored to show 
that my figures were wrong. Hesteadily ignored the fact that France 
has an immenso silver and gold circulation, all of which circulates, 
ag ting, even by his own fi some twenty-three hundred 
millions; and as ours is less than one-third of that, and as our popu- 
lation is forty-four millions, the French population thirty-seven mill- 
ions, my statement that they had three times the circulation we had 
was within bounds, 

He further enlogized tho English 
as her present coin circulation and 


present outstanding amount 


m, and gave her circulation j 


of Bank of England notes. The fact is, the Bank of England notes 
can scarcely be called currency. They are strictly a sort of certified 
checks, and besides these there are hundreds of banks and branches in 
Britain that issue notes, and these notes form a large portion of the 
cireulating medium of that country. 

But the most remarkable speech was that of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD.] It was such a speech as would have had con- 
siderable effect at a campaign meeting; but when he got through did 
anybody know or could any one tell us just what sort of a currency 
system he favors? He eulogized the hard-money theories of the 
fathers. The fathers have done some excellent things in their time, 
but it is news that never countenanced anything but coin. For 
a long time after the Government was founded various kinds of gov- 
ernment securities and notes floated, and before their time, in the 
Wood Virginia money, they actually had the effrontery to four- 
teen shillings out of a d of brass. 

He enlogized the golden period of 1860. Then the most of the cur- 
rency was that of State banks. Does he, does any one, want to 
back to that? Is that the “solid rock” from which we started ? 

80, I prefer the “storm.” These bank-bills were shaved whenever 
zo crossed the frontier of a State; that is, when they happened to 

at par in it, which was rare. They were simply swindling-shops 
that offered the people no stable medium of i 
ne 5 never safe. 

e denounced the legal-tenders as a debt which ought not to circu- 
late and which onght to be at once paid, and then he said he was 
willing to retain three hundred millions of them. If his first proposi- 
tion was correct, why should he? And if he should, why not the 
three hundred and fitty-four millions, at which the volume of legal 
tenders now stands? 

He eulogized the British monetary system. That is one of the few 
nations that has striven to adopt the single or gold standard. Does 
he op the bimetallic system? Is he opposed to coining the old 
American silver dollar? We want to know. We want to get him out 
of the “clouds and storm” and on “solid bed” just long enough to tell 
us. Here let me say that speakers on this floor and the press have 

iven currency to a fallacy. They say that in coining the silver dol- 

we propose paying “a dollar” with ninety-two cents, In point 

of fact, by the fraudulent demonetization, we are now paying one 

hundred and nine cents instead of a dollar, for the old American sil- 
ver dollar is the only unit of all our coin. 

Those who oppose the repeal of the ester’ e act may be placed 
in three classes: first, those who wish to destroy the legal-tender 
notes and are prepared to adopt any measures to force resumption ; 
second, those who declare the resumption act a contract anu its repeal 
a breach of faith; and, third, those who admit that the bill to be 
repealed does not and cannot fix the dateof resumption, January, 1879 
or any other date, but that, as we are nearing resumption, its repeal 
— look like repudiation and is unnecessary, 

he first class of objectors are the legitimate enemies of 5 855 
They never would have permitted the Government to issue bills to 
circulate as money if they could have prevented it. They, like our 
friend from New York, think the ape ar note the enemy of all 
that is good in government or morals. It is a debt which should be 
paid, and not circulated, and the only debts that should circulate 
as money are the notes of national banks and private bankers. They 
concede the right of 3 to authorize private companies to make 
money of its debts, but the Government which can confer such privi- 
lege may not exercise it. They, therefore, will not listen to the 
natural 8 of our notes to par, and would be and will be 
hostile to them when they are interchangeable with gold. They wish 
the power to regulate money to remain with capital and writhe when 
there is an attempt to place its powers and profits under the iron- 
band of government. 

The second class declares the resumption act a contract. It was no 
contract. The vital essence of a contract is a consideration. What 
consideration did the notekolder, or the bondholder who is inter- 
ested with him, give for the enactment of the section we propose to 
repeal? Were the notes issued on its promises? No! Eighty mill- 
ions of them had been withdrawn before it was heard of. ere these 
notes ever ape with a date on their face when they should be 
paid in gold? Long after they were issued, long after they had 
risen toward par by our prosperous condition, attempts have been 
made time and again to force them up by fresh sacrifices of the re- 
sources of the people. These attempts were all violations of the - 
letter and spirit of the contract. They were all framed in the inter- 
est of capital and against the interests of labor. They were only 
laws which could be made and repealed. They were against the in- 
terests of the masses, in favor of the interests of the few. A law 
fixing aday when we should pay our debts was always a commercial 
absurdity; and when we add that our notes which bear no interest 
were ily approaching the price of gold, because they were secure 
and had the property of money, the attempt to put a fresh burden on 
the people, that this best money we ever had should be destroyed, is 
a crime. 

The third class comprises men who vibrate between many opinions. 
We have those who are deeply interested, the Shylocks, who, while 
they are forced to admit that we cannot resume by law, say, Oh, don’t 
repeal; some people who do not know may think it repudiation. 
He is an interesting creature, the commercial sentimentalist, Money 


ge, and which 
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is suppers to be cold blooded and phlegmatic. Nowadays bankers 
aro deeply afflicted with moral sentiment. If they make a speech 
they rush off in a rhapsody on the sacred purity of paying the largest 
amount that conscienceless capital can exact. All the moral virtues 
are wrapped up in compound interest, Shylock sheds bitter tears 
abont the decadence of public virtue when it is proposed to pay him 
his pound of flesh troy weight rather than avoirdupois. He cares 
nothing about the mere fact of the act of January, 1879. He admits 
it would be the first serious blow aimed at the honor and value of the 
legal-tender notes if that date came and our credit was not at par and 
the section not repealed. Asa practical fact he admits the legisla- 
tion only to be mischievous, but then somebody might think its 
repeal was repudiation. How the bowels of our modern Shylock are 
rred and how his whole moral nature is conyulsed by the fear that 
somebody might think so. He is a delightful sentimentalist! Noth- 
ing cold or practical about him. He would not care anything for 
the three hundred and fifty millions of legal-tender notes, but the 
idea that any man should think, even absurdly and stupidly, that 
the repeal of the law giving the Secretary of the Treasury the power 
to burn and macerate the legal-tender notes might be thought repu- 
diation unmaus him. In his agony he feels like uttering an agoniz- 
ing Bee. 
li such rodomontade deceives nobody. The denizen of Wall stree 
as the man who with clean hands and pure heart shall ascend the hi 
of God, is not a success. He is spattered over with “black Fridays” 
and coin certificates and coin in the shape of illuminated yellow paper. 
If he keeps the teu commandments we shall not ask any more of him, 
or that he avoid every appearance of evil as it appears to every- 
body, His business ethics consists in the dogma that creditors shall 
always get, and debtors always pay, the largest amount. Rie, is 
the onl ing on earth that shall rise above vicissitude. heat, 
cotton, beef, pork, may fall, and the producer must bear the loss, 
Real estate may decline, and its owner in honesty must reduce it; 
labor go unemployed, and industry be paralyzed, but the usurer clings 
to the theory that his profits must be calculated with mathematical 
certainty. Forevery calamity of earth the laborer must bear the loss. 
That is honest, but if silver falls Shylock demands that we must either 
give more weight in silver or pay him in something that is worth 
more. Accumulated capital is the divinity that is to be buttressed 
and propped up by the tears of the unfortunate and the sweat of the 
toilers of the earth. He cries give, fire, more than all the horse- 
leech’s daughters. He dishonest] Is his coffers by a sermon on 
the sanctity of contracts. Wall street should erect a colossal 
statue of Midas weeping virtuous tears at the depravity of the 
debtor who, having promised him a pound or pewter ere on paying 
him a pound of pewter when pewter has fallen. Such depravity is 


horrid. 

I hope, Mr. Speaker, the day for venal legislation in the interest 
of capital has gone by. The people stand watching while a delega- 
tion of bankers comes to Washington to influence legislation, They 


observe when the syndicate telegraphs that the silver market is 
demoralized and that our bonds will not sell owing to this threat- 
ened legislation. Hugh McCulloch, the evil genius who cursed 
American finance, comes to the front in as a moral adviser. Ont 
upon all such pretenders! Drive these leeches from the body-politic, 
cast into the fire these ites who eat its substance; but, what- 
ever becomes of them, do not permit them to stain by their presence 
the halls of American legislation. 

But yesterday a New York paper called a member of this body an 
idiot because made a really eloquent speech in defense of the 
people against the aggressions of capital, So those papers of eastern 
commercial centers abuse the champions of the people. Four men in 
New York, who haye made or control great fortunes, much of which 
has been gained by oblique transactions and watering stocks, have 
got possession of papers that grew into power because they were the 
organs of the w and oppressed, and are fast losing their honor 
and renown by ing the tools of avaricious capital. How the 
ghost of Horace Greeley would agonize if he visi the establish- 
ment he founded, for could not find anything of the ancient 
Tribune from its basement to its tall tower. Once it uttered a 
giant’s voice from Maine to California, for it was the champion of 
the laboring-man. Vainly shall it strive to cover with its dead lion’s 
skin the betrayal of the people. Those members who are misrepre- 
sented and abused have one consolation: in doing the work of their 
masters these papers have ceased to be metropolitan. 

There is a practical point in the repeal of the third section of the 
resumption act. When we repeal it the Secretary of the 
cannot destroy the legal-tender notes. He cannot bring about forced 
contraction of the currency, squeezing the life from the veins and 
arteries of trade. The commerce of the country fixed the volume of 
tho currency where it was. The law of supply and demand regulated 
it until Hugh McCulloch and all his official descendants took the 
business of this country by the throat. It is our interest to make 
money cheaper rather dearer ; to drive it out hungering for an 
investment rather than to pamper it. Capital must not be permitted to 


govem the country by its conscience, for it never had any. It must 
the obedient creature of iron law. Drawing usury upon their 
debts, which they use as money, they denounce the same thing as a 


crime in Government. They wish a monopoly of the business. They 
do not even guarantee us safety for the confidence they ask. Ont upon 


all such h itical pretensions! Do not permit yourselves to be 
diverted from your purpose by plausibleamendments. The question 
as to whether we should have national banks or legal-tender notes 
is not the question to-day. That will come in its own place and 
time. The question is not whether silver can or shonld supply its 
place. Even if the silver bill was a law it would take fifteen or 
twenty years to give us the circulation we have now, after all the 
reductions, The question is, Shall we permit a good circulating me- 
dium to be destroyed when it is needed? Must we have forced 
resumption under the iron heel of law which tramples the industry 
of the country in the dust? a 

That is the practical question. If you wish to prevent such a 
calamity strike the third section of the resumption act from your 
statute-book. I firmly believe we will have our gold and silver and 
legal-tender notes at par ere long. When we reach that point nat- 
urally, I think we may justly try to anchor it there. I introduced a 
bill the other day for such a purpose. It does not presume to touch 
values by legislation, or by law disturb the relations of debtor and 
creditor, but when our legal-tender notes are par with gold, provides 
that they shall be taken for customs dues. This will anchor them at 
par, demolish gold speculation, and give a steady and sufiicient cir- 
culating medium to the business men of the country. 

Again, I entreat you not to be carried away by seductive amend- 
ments. One thing at a time. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. C. G. WILLIAMS, 
OF WISCONSIN, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday, November 22, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I have no expecta- 
tion in what I may say of influencing action upon this bill. He 
would not only be a vain but æ bold man who should attempt that 
at this time. Congress within the last two years has been bom- 
barded with all manner of pamphlets, plans, projects, panaceas, facts, 

and tabulated statements upon the subject of finance. We 
have had “ line upon line and precept upon precept, here a little and 
there a” good deal, piled like Pelion on Ossa, until the whole con- 
stitutes a mass of miscellaneous material from which any financial 
theory ought to be constructed if not maintained. 

The literature employed has not only been impressive but unique, 
abounding in the endearing terms of “ repudiators,” “ blatherskites,’ 
and “ demagogues” upon the one hand, and “Shylocks,” “ robbers,” 
and“ man-eaters ” on the other. 

If any member of this House in the present debate has failed to 
display the financial erudition of a hot or Ricardo, the failure 
must hve come through some lack of faculty for compilation or 
some want of ambition to traverse the broad fields of financial lore. 

Now, sir, I will say frankly that I improve this occasion only to 
present a few plain propositions, without elaboration or argument, in 
order that those whom I represent here may have the opportunity, as 
they haye the right, to judge of my action upon this as well as upon 
other financial measures e pending before Congress. 

The Government issued its legal-tender notes as a necessity of war, 
for a temporary p , and with the fair understanding and 
full expectation that it would redeem them in coin as soon as it rea- 
sonably could. Upon the strength of this promise, and in the belicf 
that it would be faithfully fulfilled, the people delivered property 
and things of value to the Government, and took these notes in ex- 
change. If the transaction were to end there, if these notes were 
never to be redeemed, then the Government received something for 
nothing; because it cost the Government nothing to promise, The 
mere promise to pay contains no labor, nothing of value, and nothing 
which it took labor to produce. A fair exchange implies an exchange 
of equivalents, but as these notes stand to-day the Government has 
received millions on millions of value for which it has given no equiv- 
alent whatever, and it has received these millions not voluntarily but 
as a forced loan, But it is said the Government has given the le 
something with which they can pay their debts, and that is all they 

uire. 

t us see. A principle holds good whether applied to govern- 
ments or individuals, to men in masses or to men singly. Now, 
supposing A gives to B his note for $1,000 and C Agrees Wi B to re- 
ceive A’s note in payment and discharge of B’s indebtedness to him. 
As between B and C the note has performed all the functions of 
money, bat A sustains the same relation to his note in the hands of C 
as in the hands of B. So it might pass through a million hands, but 
the relation of maker and holder would remain the same, Precisely 
so with these Government legal-tenders. Wherever found the rela- 
tion of the Government to them is that of a party which has received 
something for nothing, and all that gives them value is the undoubt- 
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ing belief that the Government will return an equivalent for that 
which it has received. A class of financiers, however, have arisen who 
say “No, let us make this relation perpetual. Let us call these notes 
money, and if we treat them as money they are money for all prac- 
tical purposes; and so money will become plenty and business will 
revive, because whenever the Government needs money it can issue 
it.“ Ithink I state the propos fairly, and if I were to add that 
this might obviate the collection of all taxes, the sum of human pros- 
perity would be complete. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that cannot be a sound financial or business 
basis which its one party to Five nothing and compels another 
party to receive this in exchange for something. However deep you 
may bury the fallacy underneath financial or commercial transactions 
it will remain, and it will taint and weaken and eventually under- 
mine the whole fabric. 

The real practical question is, when and how can we reasonably, 
safely, and successfully redeem these notes? I do not mean to extin- 

ish and destroy them. I hope that time in our day may never come. 
F tone the last national debt to be extinguished will be the green- 
back, and I believe it will be; but when can we make these notes 
redeemable in coin so that they will float in the currency at or near 
par with silver and gold? 

We said in 1869 we would do this at the earliest possible moment. 
This declaration was reaffirmed and commended by both of the great 
political parties in their conventions of 1872. And in 1875, when gold 
stood at $1.12 in the market, we solemnly enacted into law the dec- 
Jaration that on the Ist day of Jannary, 1879, we would resume 
specie payments. And now, within thirteen months of the day of 
redemption, with gold standing at $1.02}, withont disappointment of 
any kind, with the crisis nearly passed, with bountiful crops, and the 
balance of trade steadily setting in in our favor, with business adjast- 
ing itself to the new order of things, with the spirit and practice of 
economy prevailing everywhere among the people, we deliberately 
turn our backs upon resumption and notify the world that we do not 
mean to resume! For it amounts to that and nothing else. The com- 
mittee's bill wipes out free banking and all provision for resump- 
tion, and opens wide the flood-gates of inflation, while Mr. Forr’s 
amendment postpones indefinitely the day of resumption. Sir, it 
simply amounts to an indefinite ement of the whole matter. 

Now, is this wisdom! Is it statesmanship? Is it common financial 
honor or business prudence ? 

Bat gentlemen say we cannot redeem, becanse, they say, it is im- 

ible to redeem $700,000,000, in round numbers, of obligations with 
$00,000,000 or $150,000,000 of coin. But who expects this? Whoever 
dreamed of it? If resumption means the literal presentation of all 
the obligations of the Government at an open Treasury, on a given 
day, to be exchan dollar for dollar for coin, then why talk abont 
resumption at all, much less speak of it as a thing ever to become 
practicable? The national-bank notes and legal-tenders amount to 
at least 850,000,000. The deposits of banks and banking institutions 
in this country exceed $1,000,000,000, making in all $1,650,000,000, 
which at once become interchan eable for coin at the Treasury, the 
banks, and in foreign commercial and internal trade. Now, if these 
obligations are all to be presented at once, and if there is no element 
or principle entering into the problem to prevent it, then why talk 
about accumulating $100,000,000 or even $500,000,000 in coin for pur- 
poses of resumption? Resumption is simply ont of the question at 
any time or in any manner, and might as well be abandoned first as 
last. If there were no law of average demand and supply, human 
affairs could not be transacted at ale If all the inhabitants of a 
city should be stricken with a common epidentic on a given night 
and all rush to the apothecaries for the same drug, no druggist could 
supply yr 805 ten druggists could do it. 

pon this principle it would never be safe to offer $100 a head for 
horses in the open market, lest thereupon these animals all over the 
country should be unhitehed from wagons and plows and rushed off 
forsale. But the epizodtic prore that the business of the people could 
not be carried on without horses, and as they became fewer in nnmber 
in the same proportion did their owners prefer to keep them rather 
than exchange them for money. Precisely so with a paper currency; 
the business of the country cannot be transacted without it. And the 
people will hold on to that which is most convenient, safest, and 

, and which in this case will be the greenback and national-bank 
note raised to par in coin. The law of average demand and supply 
will regulate the rest. With the amp Gp AP proposet by the gentle- 
man from Michigan, [Mr. HUBBELL,] and for which I shall vote 
providing that redemption shall be so qualified that the volume of 
8 shall not be reduced below 8300, 000, 000 or whateverit may 

on January 1, 1879, and with the system of free banking retained, 

the currency would be placed under the law of supply and demand, 
where I would retain it in some form forever. But gentlemen say: 
“No; let the Government issue all the currency needed ;” which is 
simply saying let Congress do it. 

Now, sir, if there is one financial curse 
better calculated to rob the laboring r and put gold into the cof- 
fers of the rich, it is the instrumentality and device of an unstable 
currency. The p ition has never been successfully answered, 
and I confidently believe it never will be answered, that the loss by a 
fluctuating currency falls at last upon the shoulders of the laborer 
and producer. Convince me to the contrary and I will vote for this 


ter than another, one 
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bill. A simple illustration, often used, it seems to me, demonstrates 
the result: When gold fluctuates, say, 2 per cent. a month, a New 
York merchant adds 2 percent. to the price of his goods to guard 
ear loss, and sells to a Chicago merchant on th days’ time. 

The Chicago merchant sells to a country merchant on sixty days’ 

time, and adds at least 2 per cent. more to protect himself against 

loss. The country merchant sells to the laborer or producer on six 

months’ time and adds 4 per cent. to against possible bank- 

poi 87 0 Here is 8 per cent. added to the price of the goods for risk 

on ve Now, will some one tell us how the laborer or farmer is to 

add to the price of his labor or the yield of his crops so as to 

meet this 8 per cent. He cannot do it; and the loss falls upon him. 

If gold rises, the merchants are protected ; if it does not rise, here is 

a free donation of 8 per cent. from labor to capital. Yet when we 

seek to resume specie payments and take ont this element of risk 

and take off this burden from production and labor we are besought 

not to doit, because we are robbing the laboring-man! 

Mr. Speaker, if it be desirable to place our financial system on a 
stable basis, what can be more unstable than the eaprices, Whiuis, 
ambitions, or designs of a partisan Congress, changing from year to 
year? Now one set of financial notions dominant and now another. 
Plant your financial system upon that and you place it upon the waves 
of a noyer rotg 80a. 

The inquiry of business men would no longer be whatis the amount 
of yeeros the value of exchange, the balance of trade, but when 
will Congress meet, what will it do and when will it adjourn? 
Men project business enterprises as generals plan great campaigns ; 
but what enterprise having oversix months to run could be undertaken 
under such a state of things as this 7 AN would be doubt and uncer- 
tainty, stagnation and death, or else a whirlwind of inflation and spec- 
ulation, ending in bankruptcy and ruin. We might now borrow fifty 
millions in gold and pour it out among the people; it would undonbt- 
edly revive business while it lasted. Or we might issue that amount 
in currency to the people without cost to the Government, and the 
result would be the same. But the stern, practical fact would remain 
whether or not we ever intended to repay it. If we did, then the labor 
of the conntry must produce values to pay it with, and the experiment 
would be only placing so much more upon the already overburdened 
backs of labor and Eada pases The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
eosi says the people will have this resumption act a poor or they 
will change Houses, Senates, and Presidents. Sir, Presidents, Senates, 
and Houses may change, but the laws of sound finance and the laws 
of God never change; and one of these laws is that simple bor- 
rowing never pays a debt. Temporary credit may be and oftentimes 
is advantageons, if not indispensable, in the discharge of obligations, 
but an nnceasing round of borrowing with no attempt to pay leads 
only to extravagance, speculation, unbounded hope, and inevitable 
W 

And that, sir, is the road upon which this nation and people have 
been traveling for the last twelve years. We have been living upon 
borrowed money. It has been poured out upon us to the extent of 
$4,000,000,000. It has indeed increased our activities and developed 
our industries. It has sentrailroads through forests and over deserts 
re ess of business principles or the needs of trade; it has opened 
mines and erected blast-furnaces to supply fictitious demands; for 
why should not men build so long as they could borrow? It has drawn 
laborers from all quarters of the globe and employed them at high 
wa, for, while money is easily obtained, borrowed rather than 
earned, why should it not be expended liberally? Ithas built mechan- 
ics’ houses, ted them, placed in them pictures and musical in- 
struments, and filled them with a comfort never known before, (and 
would to heaven these might ever remain;) it has built colossal 
fortunes in a day and erected sixty-thousand-dollar, one-hundred- 
thousand-dollar, five-hundred-thousand-dollar churches! God’s tem- 
ples with spires pointing skyward! Ithas built dwelling-honses and 
mansions outrivaling in splendor the wildest creations of Aladdin, 
and upon which their owners now look with astonishment, if not 
dismay! It has covered this land everywhere with dead unproduc- 
tive property, which serves only to feast the eye and feed tbe fancy! 
It has 3 labor to do all this, and has scattered blessings in its 
pathway. it could only go on forever, if there was some nnfailin 
fountain somewhere which could gather up the wealth of the wont 
and pour it out upon our people in one unceasing, never-ending 
stream of gold, what a paradise on earth our country would be! 

Some say let us try it and have good times again; let us pledge 
the wealth and the credit of the nation forever; let us mortgage 
the fature and be glad. Then will the fires in the farnaces be re- 
kinola 2907 85 ye tae valleys and smig ai 52 hills 3 smoke of 
industry will roll in columns to the shops will ri in 
with the sound of hammers, and in mills and factories hasia and 
great cylinders will revolve, grinding out a thunder sweeter to. 
the ear of famishing millions than the song of birds. No longer will 
the grim miner sit with starving wife and children trying to subsist 
upon forty cents a day, but prosperity and joy will again cover the 
land as with a blessing, 

Mr. Speaker, would to God it might be so. And it will be so, let 
us hope, right speedily; but never until we learn the lesson that an 
embarrassed nation, like an em individual, can only regain 
prosperity by toiling i, rugged steeps of patient industry and 
enlightened economy. Placethe foundations of your prosperity there 
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and won ert upon the rock. Place it elsewhere and you build among 
the clouds. 

But patient labor feels that in some way it has been defrauded. 
Now it is the railroad, now the banks, now the insurance companies, 
now the manufacturers, and now the holders of paient interests; all 
of which is too sadly true. Legislation should go to its utmost 
boundary of power to let light in upon these various relations 
and create an enlightened and healthy public sentiment which may 

them ; but after all the hard fact remains that through the 

wer of organized capital ere e will be gained which no 

islation can remedy. Capital p es of the nature of monopoly, 

and whether massed in banks, rai or manufacturing enter- 
prises wields a power against which labor fights at fearful odds. 

Would that one sentence might be written over the door-posts of 
every cabin, of every hut, of every place where labor finds its home, 

ea, traced across the sky and all over the world, namely: “The 
Ira purpose of the laborer should be to become a capitalist!” 
At least so far as to become the owner of the roof which shelters him, 
and of a piece of generous earth which will clothe and feed him; for, 
sad as the admission is, it is nevertheless true that it is not brain 
power nor muscle power nor moral power, but it is material power in 
the concrete which gives men independence in their homes. 

I have alluded to this power of capital because of the outcry against 
national banks. That the have made enormous profits within the 
last ten years I doubt not, just as capital organized in manufacturing 
or other enterprises has done; but I contend that these profits have 
come from those advan which inhere in capital deposited in 
banks rather than from any vicious legislation involved in the crea- 
tion of banks. It has been demonstrated over and over again that 
national banks realize but about 10 per cent. from their circulation, 
and any banker will tell you that he would surrender his circulation 
to-morrow but for the prestige which the organization of a “ national 
bank“ gives in attracting deposits. It is upon these deposits, which 

rtain to all banking and not to national banks alone, that the 
sokar relies for his profits. Yet how to reduce these profits by legis- 
lation of Congress, brings us face to face again with a question, world- 
wide and old as civilization itself; namely: How can legislation prop- 
erly adjust the profits of capital and labor? 

Mr. Speaker, believe if we retain at least 8300, 000,000 greenbacks, 
with silver and gold as legal tender, with specie payments resumed, 
and with free banking to regulate under the law of supply and 
demand any additional currency, we shall have the best financial 
system of which our present condition admits, That it cannot be 
improved upon, or that something better may not be substituted for 
it, I do not pretend to say, but for the présent I see nothing botter 


ro A 
m national banks are realizing the enormous profits of 25, 50, 100, 
or 200 per cent. per annum, as stated by the distinguished gentleman 
from 5 [Mr. KELlLEV, ] and if this be the rule, not the 
exception, it is impossible for me to see, even under the pressure of 
redemption in January, 1879, why the immense amount of idle and 
surplus capital all over the country seeking investment at from 6 to 8 
per cent. does not enter this inviting field and reap the harvest. I 
must believe there is some mistake here when I see experienced 
bankers retiring their circulation and abandoning their o izations. 
Believing that the worstis past, that astable currency is best for all, 
and especially for the laborer and producer, and that if can harm no 
man who holds a greenback dollar to have it made equal with gold 
the world over, while I have the profoundest respect for those who 
differ with me upon a question where I know that men far wiser than 
I do entertain honest differences of opinion, I can see no way but to 
press steadily forward toward resnmption in 1879, unless it shall ap- 
pear by the sudden rise of gold or some other equally sure indication 
that it is impossible, or at least impracticable, to resume at that time, 
in which case we should all be prepared to act with candor and be- 
coming prudence in view of the circumstances as they shall exist, 
3 that our financial system is inseparably blended with 
the exchanges of the world, and that only He who rules the winds 
and the storms, pours out the sunshine and the rain, measures the 
annual productions of the earth, and gauges the achievements of 
men, can master it in its details or determine from year to year what 
its condition shall be. 


Repeal of the Resumption Clause. 


SPEECH OF HON. THOMAS M. BAYNE, 
. OF PENNSYLVANIA, 7 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday, November 23, 1877, 

On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 

to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 
Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to say a word only regarding the 
bill under AE FER AN The argument of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. GARDNER] so fully accords with my views as to the effect of the 


enforcement of the resumption clause upon the greenback currency, as 
it is called, that I adopt it in its entirety. It seems to me indisput- 
able that the 1 notes, under the resumption act, will not 
only lose their legal-tendar quality on the Ist day of January 1879, 
but that their redemption in the manner prescribed in that act im- 
lies their withdrawal and cancellation as fast as they come into the 
ands of the Government, The implication of that act as it now 
stands is, that the necessity which justified or rather excused the 
issue of these notes by the Government will cease to exist on that 
day, and, that necessity past, the Government cannot act as if it con- 
tinned to exist by issuing or reissuing a currency that is inhibited 
by the Constitution. 
While, however, I shall vote for the bill with the amendment of the 
generan from Illinois, [Mr. Fort,] which taken together only look 
the repeal of the clause fixing the day for resumption, I do not in- 
tend thereby to commit myself to any other than what I believe to 
be the sound theory of finance. I am one of those who believe that the 
standard of value should be as nearly as possible self-regulating ; 
that it should be free from the caprices of legislation, and that the 
legal-tender money of the country should be a single standard. It is 
needless to say that these propositions point to gold coin as their 
representative. In this direction we are drifting. England years 
ago, and Germany recently, adopted this system. France, Belgium, 


Switzerland, and other nations, although theoretically having the- 


double standard of gold and silver, have practically . de- 
monetized the latter by limiting its coinage and will ultimately 
adopt me single system. The tendency toward this seems to be 
neral, 

Serbe nations which shall be last in this race will suffer severely. 
Into them will flow the silver from all the natious which recognize 
only gold coin. A constantly depreciating metal will thus take the 
place of a constantly appreciating one, and the loss of wealth will be 
measured by the difference in value between them, 

The advocates of the double standard, whether it be of gold and 
silver or gold and greenbacks, are admonished of its inutility, not 
only by the general tendency toward the single, but also by the con- 
clusions of experience. Three hundred years ago Sir Thomas Gresh- 
am, an Englishman of large and advanced views, formulated the 
principle regulating this matter so aptly that his conclusion was 

onored by the name of Gresham’slaw. Thislaw succinctly expressed 
is that money drives out good moncy, but that good money 
cannot drive out bad money.” 

If, therefore, for example, the silver dollar of 412} grains shall be 
remonetized, and if the present or any approximation to the present 
difference in value between this dollar and the gold dollar shall con- 
tinue to exist, it is quite obvious that the gold coin will be driven 
out of the country and that the silver coin will become practically 
the only legal tender. This gold coin, too, will go into the countries 
that have but the single gold standard of value, and their silver will 
come to us. We do thus substitute an inferior for a superior currency, 
and the consequences of this will be felt by labor and by capital, by 
the poor and by the rich. I have thought proper, Mr. Speaker, to 
make these remarks in order that my vote may not be misinterpreted. 

And now, sir, I want to state briefly my reasons for favoring the 
repeal of the resumption clause of the act of 1875. This act was 
panes at a most inopportune time. The panic of 1873 had found a 
arge proportion of the people involved in debt. Laboring-men hud 
invested the accumulations of years in homes on which they owed 
balances; manufacturers, merchants, and producers had extended 
the scope of their business and had given bonds and mortgages aud 
e pores in taking the step; municipalities had contracted 

rge obligations with a view of paying them in the near future, 

In this condition the panic came on, and everything fell in value 
excepting the necessaries of lifeand money. The former varied but 
little, but the latter, money, gradually became more valuable under 
the operation of the natural laws of trade. While thus situated, 
the resumption act was „and the difficulties of the debtor class 
were abnormally and wantonly increased by providing for the grad- 
nal reduction and final extinction of the means by which they could 
meet and overcome these difficulties. Under the specious pleas that 
fluctuations in value resulted from the absence of a coin medium of 
exchange; that these fluctuations resulted injuriously to our indus- 
tries, manufactures, and commerce; that the danger of inimical leg- 
islation destroyed the confidence and faith of capital; that good 
faith toward creditors, particularly Government creditors, and na- 
tional honor required that debts should be paid in gold coin; these 
and similar reasons were given, and under their pressure and the 
more peroni pressure of the money centers this act was passed. 
What has been the result ? 

Has confidence been restored? Have fluctuations in prices ceased? 
Have men of means launched into new gig pce t as idle labor 
found employment? Nothing of the kind. gal-tender money has 
appreciated to almost par with gold. If it were at par to-day, would 
business improve ? 

The fallacy which piers all the happy results from actual re- 
sumption ignores the laws of trade. The Jaws of trade are as inex- 
orable as the laws of physical action. Forced resumption may ob- 
struct but cannot facilitate the operation of these laws. Why have 
gold and legal-tenders come so nearly together? Because our ex- 
ports have largely exceeded our imports, and gold has come into the 


Erd 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


country, If it had been the other way, the difference between them 
would be much greater. Instead of having, therefore, the effeets pre- 
dicted for it, this act has only em business and at the same 
time unjustly discriminated against those who needed help. 

Now, since no good has yet resulted from this act, why should we 
expect good hereafter? The blind trust in legislation which charac- 
terized those who honestly favored the p of it, will doubtless 
come to the rescue here and predict a world of advantageous con- 
sequences from its continuance. The philosophical view, however, 
which recognizes the fact that legislation may impede but cannot pro- 
mote the operation of business in ce with business methods, 
will insist that the question of resumption should be relegated from 
the forum of legislation into the marts of trade. And it will insist 
further that the time to resume is when we do resume. It willinsist 
that legislators shall not declare when we should resume, but that 
business men who are interested in the matter shall, 

It can discern no difference in absurdity between the position of 
those who would issue nbacks ad infinitum and those who would 
forcibly intensify the obligations of debtors, and by the same method 
diminish their ability to meet them. I am, sir, in favor of the repeal 
of the resumption clause, because of the great wrong that has been 
done to this debtor class. If this act had not been passed, and if 
there had been no diminution of the legal-tenders, many who are now 
hopelessly involved in debt would have succeeded in extricating 
themselves. The assumption that they would have become insolvent 
anyway is both gratuitous and unmercifal. I can see no other method 
of righting this wro. It is all nonsense to talk about repudiation 
in this connection. The creditor class advanced money that was 
worth 10, 15, and 20 cent. less than the legal-tender notes. They 
have been getting 8, 10, and 12 per cent. interest on their money. 
Who bnt their special advocates would talk about repudiation if they 
are paid in better money than they gave? I will not consent to any 
breach of contract or violation of good faith with any of them. Those 
who holl obligations expressly or impliedly payable in gold should 
be paid in that coin. But that does not justify the claims of those 
who hold a different kind of security to payment in gold. 

The legal-tender currency should remain as itis. The people of 
the country want it. Its continuance will save an annual outlay of 
at least $14,000,000, which would be the interest on it if transferred 
into 4 per cent. bonds. The national banks doubtless desire to re- 
move it because it competes with their issue. The money interest 
realizes the enhancement of its power that wonld follow quickly 
after the disappearance of its rival. The importer of goods from 
foreign countries would like no doubt to be paid for his the 
same kind of money which he has to pay abroad for them. The 
theoretical financier who would accomplish his ideal regardless of 
consequences will laboriously show how the country stands on the 
vorge of rnin because of the existence of this medium of exchange, 

e mouth-piecesof the money centers will sti tire as inflation- 
ists, dem gues, repudiators, and what not, all those who think that 
the financial problem will work out safely its own solution without 
legislative interference. But the just man, who would deal honest! 
with the creditor and debtor, who would save from bankruptcy all 
those who can survive the naturally adverse condition of things, will 
remove the resumption clanse from our statutes and leave the legal- 
tender notes in circulation, and thenceforth let the financial question 
severely alone. I admit that the legal-tenders are an artificial crea- 
tion, and that if their volume was excessive legislative action would 
be both proper and n But the facts all show that there are 
not too many of them, and therefore, I say, do not increase them and 
do not diminish them, but let them alone and let the Government 
redeem them as it pays off its debt. 


Resumption Gradual—Public Credit and Faith to be Maintained. 
SPEECH OF HON. T. W. BURDICK, 


OF IOWA, 
IN TIR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 23, 1877, 
On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 

Mr. BURDICK. Mr. Speaker, the bill pending contemplates and 
provides for the repeal of the act of Con providing for the 
redemption of the United States notes, or the resumption of specie 
bar eb by the Government in 1879. 

e judgment of this House, so far as it has been indicated or ex- 
Pp by a vote, is in favor of such repeal. 
That it will be so ex 


ressed again, on the final vote, I have no doubt. 
Neverthe Mr. Speaker, I cannot but regard the repeal, if enacted, 
as a step backward, a step in the wrong direction, the result of which 
will, in a measure at least, be to destroy and impair, rather than build 
up and restore, public confidence in our financial affairs. 

No one I dare say will attempt to or can successfully controvert 
the proposition that asuspension of specie payments should continue 
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no longer than rece nue and compels. I am one of those who 
believe that the Uni States notes, measured by a coin standard— 
worth in 1864 forty cents for a dollar; in 1875, when the resumption 
act was passed, eighty-seven cents for a dollar; and to-day more than 
ninety-seven cents for a dollar—should not now be depreciated in 
value by any act of this House. 

I believe the unconditional repeal of what is known as the resump- 
tion act, by the adoption of the pending bill, will not tend to increase 
or enhance the value of the United States note, but, on the eoutrary, 
will tend to depreciate it. Iam not one of those who desire to see 
the greenback canceled or destroyed. To redeem and destroy it, 
while the present restrictions remain on national banking, would 
cause, I doubt not, a very considerable and damaging contraction of 
the currency, 

Thongh the nback has been branded as a dishonored currency 
afloat up and down through the land for many years, yet by the act 
of 1875 the obligation of the Government to own it, to recognize it, 
and ata future day to redeem it, was expressed, affirmed, and sol- 
emnly pledged. 

From that time to the present we have seen the greenback grad- 
ually appreciate in value. 

It may now be said that if no unfriendly legislation be in > 
and the public can rest in the assurance that there will not in the 
future be such legislation, the Government currency will, without 
any further disturbing causes or results, appreciate to kpas with gold. 

t has been well said by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, J 
and it will bear repeating, that ‘‘when the greenback is worth as 
much as gold it will be better than gold,” because it will be the more 
convenient medium of circulation. 

It carries with it of necessity the national-bank currency. The 
latter, being redeemable in greenbacks, cannot be worth more than 
they, and by a wise and pradent provision of law for the security of 
the bank circulation it cannot be worth less. The price of all prop- 
erty is down to a specie standard. There can be no farther deprecia- 
tion or shrinkage, unless public confidence be impaired, shaken, and 
destroyed. Shall we assail it by solemnly declaring that the paper 
money of the country, the money on which the business of the nation 
must and will be transacted, shall be irredeemable and unconvertible? 
It will certainly and surely be unwise so to declare. 

I am not so hopeful as many who believe the Government can re- 
deem in gold in 1879 the United States notes. With the present vol- 
ume outstanding and iu circulation, I believe it cannot be done in the 
ordinary course of business. By this I mean with the ordinary receipts 
of the Government, however well they may be reserved, and however 
light may be the public expenditures in the mean time. 

t therefore may have been unwise to have fixed a date certain 
for resumption; but it was not unwise for the Government to sol- 
emnly declare and recognize its obligation and pu to own, to 
redeem, and to pay its outstanding notes at the earliest practicable 
time and conform its policy therewith. 

If we would see prosperity restored and business revived we must 
have a steady financial 5 Business men must know in the be- 
ginning of the year that by legislative enactments the entire financial 
policy of the country will not be overturned and changed before the 
close of the same year. By the friends of this bill we have heard the 
distress of the country, the depression in business, and the hard times 
with earnestness, eloquence, and pathos described. Admit these facts, 
that business is depressed, that tories are idle or at best working 
but half force; that in our towns, in vur cities, and on our farms few 
buildings are being erected or improvements made; that the times 
are ead end money hard to get, what is the solution of and what are 
the causes that have produced this condition of general business so 
much to be deplored? It is an easy task for the student of political 
economy to go from these results and this condition of affairs back 
to first causes. It will not be my pur in the brief remarks that 
I make to enter into a discussion of these to show how legitimately 
the results we feel and see have been produced by causes so inti- 
mately connected with and growing out of the late war, and the 
destruction of wealth and derangement of business thereby. 

The friends of this bill must go further back than 1875, the date 
of the passage of the resumpfion act, to find these causes. I main- 
tain that the stagnation and depression in busin the want of 
general activity in those departments of trade in which both labor 
and capital are employed, such as the building of railroads in the 
West, the constraction of 8 works, the extension of the larger 
private enterprises as well as public improvements 8 have 
not been caused and are not maintained by a scarcity of what we 
call and use as money in the country. Nor is it in consequence of 
the high rates of interest that money commands that our industries 
languish ; for instead of there being a scarcity, there is a plethora of 
money in all money centers both East and West. It is a fact, and I 
challenge contradiction, that in the State of Iowa, an agricultural 
State, money to-day is seeking investment at lower rates of interest 
than before since the settlement of the State. 

From this I argue that what we call “hard times” must have 
other cause than the want of a sufficient volume of a cireulating me- 
dium, If what we have could be made to circulate more freely than 


it does this distréss and cause of complaint would be relieved. If 
we look abroad in order to compare the monetary cireulation of our 
own country with that of Europe we find that in 1876 we had almost 


50 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


as much money in circulation per capita 
bracing as it does the money centers of the world. The as 
re most reliable authors are, for Europe $21.40 per capita and 
or the United States $20 per capita. 
What we need, then, is not a new issue of money, but that what we 


as the whole of Europe, em- 


have be put in active circulation. This can only be expected when 
confidence is fully restored. Nothing, in my ju nt, will so tend 
to restore confidence, revive business, give new life to enterprise, and 
drive away what we call “hard times” as a steady financial policy, 
one that recognizes the truth that a depreciated, changing, irredeem- 
able currency is an evil only to be remedied by making it redeemable 
in or convertible into what the world izes as money. 

Under the policy adopted by the Government, our currency has 
been gradually increasing in value, and if no mistakes are now made 
the dan, part of the road to specie payments is over. While 
this is s0, we yet have steps to take, and resumption must come be- 
cause and when we are prepared for it, and not because we will it. 
In other say we cannot resume until we make the necessary 
preparation for it, however desirable it may be to see a United States 
note as as a note issued by the Bank of England, dollar for dol- 
lar. This being accomplished, we will see better times and we shall 
not hear the call for a new issue of irredeemable money. There is a 
class in the West who are not asking for cheaper money, and in this 
class you may find the farmer who has his fifty fatted steers in the 
stall to sell or his hundred hogs in the pen or wheat in the bin. In 
other words, it is not he who has any product of his farm for the 
market who says give us a cheap money and more of it. No, sir; 
there is an abundance of money to move the crops. The money 
exists, but for many uses it seems to be out of reach. Men who hold 
the money of the country seemed never before so cautions, so particu- 
lar as now as to the equivalent they shall receive when they part 
with their money. They seem to demand something that will not de- 
preciate. If used in a mannfacturing establishment or a mercantile 
venture, they want to feel assured that they will not be compelled to 
transact business at a loss. 

Admitting the fact there is a igang’ Ma money in the country 
for the transaction of its business, what then may be assigned as the 
reason for the distress, the depression, the hard times? Is it not that 
business men are timid and contracting their business rather than 
expanding and extending? Is it not that private citizens who use 
large capital and employ much labor, and corporations, too, are con- 
servative, and, instead of extending their operations and by building 
new railroads, and other works of public importance giving employ- 
ment to labor, are disposed to get along with the least possible im- 
provements required for the protection of the investments already 
made? Is it not the fact that labor is unemployed? If these things 
be so, what is the remedy? Shall we solve the question by striking a 
blow at public confidence This can be done in no more effectual 
manner than by rendering the currency of the country unstable and 
subject to continual change and fluctuation. 

The question then with me is, what effec on the business of the 
country will be produced by the repeal of the resumption act? If 
it would restore confidence and quicken industries, encon enter- 
prise and employ labor, then I would most heartily advocate and 
support the repeal. But I can see no such results flowing from it. 
On the other hand it seems to me the great need of the day—of the 
hour—is stability and confidence. Let it be established that the 
money of the country shall be brought up to a specie standard by 

dual steps and there maintained, and a foundation-stone will be 
aid on which a permanent prosperity can stand and build. 

To absolutely repeal the act of 1875 and put no declaration of the 
Government in its stead, would seem like weighing anchor and drifting 
out to sea away from landmarks erected by the experience of all the 
commercial world. It would certainly depreciate our currency and 
impair public confidence. Believing as I do that the Government 
cannot without extraordinary effort in the mean time put forth,or by 
an increase of the interest-bearing debt, resume © payments in 
1879 and maintain the same thereafter, I would vote for a proposi- 
tion to extend the time for resuming. I would bring the currency of 
the country to a specie standard by steady and continuous steps in 
that direction ; but would deem it unwise for the Government to at- 
tempt a forced resumption which it cannot maintain. 

e necessities of the nation in time of war and peril gave us the 
greenback currency, and none can deny but that it all the 
elements of a perfect circulating medium, save and except that of 
convertibility. When it shall have attained to that, when the promise 
of the nation to pay a dollar shall be worth a dollar in the money of 
the world, then will have been accomplished one of the principal ob- 
jects sought to be secured by the resumption act of 1875. 

Had the act of 1875 authorized a more extended preparation for 
resumption, either by the substitution of a currency sufficient for the 
demands of trade or the accumulation of the necessary coin reserve, 
then resumption might have been possible in 1879, and no necessity 
would now arise for any modification of the act, or any extension of 
the date for resumption. But while we put the legislative hand to 
the act, to remove or modify the date, let it not be understood that 
there is any de from the fixed established policy of the Gov- 
ernment to appreciate the currency of the country to par with gold. 
There is not, nor can there be other true and undeceiving stand- 
ard of values than that fixed by e commercial nations of the world. 
We may for the time being erect a false one, but derangement to 


business will as surely follow. The business of the country to-day 
suffers by reason of an inflated, irredeemable currency; but this con- 
dition of affairs has not been one of choice, but of necessity. Have 
we not endured these evils long enough? 

Is not our currency of to-day—worth as it is more than ninety- 
seven cents on a dollar—preferable as a circulating medium to the 
currency of five years ago; of ten years ? We may not be able 
to make it better at once, but let us not make it worse. 

Admitting the fact that we cannot now, or as soon as January 1, 
1879, redeem the !egal-tenders in gold, the obligation remains to give 
them those properties that will enable them to circulate on as near 
a with gold as possible. 

doing this we must not tax and overburden the industries of 
the egos but rather let us do what we may to inspire con- 
fidence, and looking to a gradual return to specie payments, prevent 
eee fluctuations in the value of the currency. In further- 
ance of policy I can see no evil or dishonor, nor danger of de- 
creasing the purchasin 
extension of time for redemption. 

I have chosen, Mr. S er, to be an exception to the rule, and 
have not proposed, nor do I now propose, any legislation that will be 
a acea for all our financial ills or commereial troubles ; but have 

erred to such general principles as have occurred to me, which, in 
my judgment, ought to gnide us in dealing with this question of 
finance. A former distinguished Secretary of the Treasury has said: 

Inconvertible currency begets the delusion that the remedy for private 


aniary distress is in legislative measures and makes the people unmindful of 
Tie fact that the true . rodn that 


power of the greenback by a reasonable 


For those amendments then, sir, which do not propose to discredit 
and depreciate in terms or by effect the United States notes, thongh 
providing for an extension of time and continuing them in use as 
the money of our country, I can cheerfully and conscientiously vote, 
believing that in so doing the resumption of specie payments will 
not be deferred beyond such time as the Government can resume 
without embarrassment to itself and distress to the business interests 
of the country. 

But for the adoption of the bill proposed by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. EWING, ] as well as the amendment thereto submitted by 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort,] both proposing the uncon- 
ditional repeal of the resumption act and consequently the impair- 
ment of the public credit, I cannot vote nor give support, 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. G. SCHLEICHER, 


OF TEXAS, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday, November 23, 1877, 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. The twin measures of finance which have 
occupied the attention of Congress during this extra session, the 
“silver bill” and the bill for the repeal of the resumption act, are 
not, in my opinion, calculated to benefit the country. They have 
been urged mainly on the ground that the wide-spread distress and 
the prostration of industry and commerce in the country have been 
caused by the advance toward specie payments, and that to relieve 
the country our steps should be retraced. I think that this is an en- 
tirely erroneous idea, The distress is to be attributed to very different 
causes, It is the inevitable reaction after a period of delirous u- 
lation. After the war every branch of business was stimulated to an 
unnatural extent. For example, take one branch, the building of 
railways, of which thousands of miles were being constructed in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. The number of men engaged in this 
work was enormous. The coal-miners and the manufacturers of iron 
and steel, the vast number of men employed in the consttuction of 
the lines, the bridge-builders and the stone-masons, the ear-builders 
and upholsterers, andthemen to whom all these gave employment, the 
bakers and butchers, the shoemakers and tailors who seppia them, 
all of these suffered when by the collapse of capital in 1873 railway- 
building ceased. So it was with all other industries. 

We must also remember that the vast debts of States, corporations, 
and individuals were contracted during that time. The time of run- 
ning inte debt is always gay and lively. The time of paying the 
debt is always hard and pinching; it is like the bitter time of re- 
pentance and atonement following a gay career of sin. No vagaries 
of fancy-currency systems can repair the losses of waste and extrav- 
agance. The slow cure of labor and economy is the only one that 
will relicve us. There is as much money in the country as there ever 
has been, but the confidence is wanting which would bring it out of 
its hiding-places and cause it to flow freely into the channels of busi- 
ness. We must restore confidence, and there is only one way in 
which it can be done, and that is by entire honesty in all our deal- 
ings. I fear that the two bills before us will have the contrary ef- 
fect; that they are apt to impair confidence instead of restoring it. 
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As to the silver bill, Iwill say that I am in favor of the remonetiz- 


ation of silver. It is as much one of the products of our country 
as cotton or wheat, and we should do nothing to lower its value. 
By ceasing its use as money, the demand, and therefore the valne of 
it, would de diminished. Moreover for our domestic use it will bea 
most valuable auxiliary to gold. But there is only one way to bring 
about its remonetization without disturbing our entire money system, 
and that is by having the relative value of gold and silver settled by 
an international convention of all nations using silver as money. If 
we venture now on re-establishing the old dollar coinage, we over- 
value silver, and the inevitable result will be that all the old silver 
from Europe will be sent here and all our gold will leave. Where 
there are two metals and one is overvalued, the overvalued metal 
will alone remain in circulation and the other will disappear. Such 
has been the invariable rule. i 

We should not assert that our national debt can be paid in silver 
at its old standard of value, regardless of its present value. Even 
if we could do so under the old contract, it would be merely the 
assertion of a theoretical right, as we have no silver to pay the debt 
with and it would entail a very practical loss on the tax-payers by 
depreciating our bonds and raising the interest on them. 

f these present assaults on our public credit had not been made, 
we might refund our entire debt at 4 per cent., and thereby saye 
about thirty millions in gold every year. But when we claim the 
right to pay our bonds with silver, regardless of its value at the time 
of payment, we, as a matter of course, put a stop to all refunding at 
a lower interest. Moreover, our bonds run twenty years, and in 1382 
they will begin to matnre. We have then to redeem the principal, 
and we can only do that by new issues of bonds. If in the mean 
time we continue to incite public opinion against bondholders, as is 
being done, we will appear in the money market with about the fol- 
lowing proposition : You men in this and other countries who have 
money to invest, we want you to buy our bonds coupled with these 
conditions: First, that you will be held up to public opinion as 
bloated bondholders and enemies of mankind ; secondly, that we will 
reserve the right to pay you in our silyer coinage, regardless of what 
the value of silver may be at the time of payment. Surely we cannot 
expect to place bonds at a low interest on such terms. 

he repeal of the resumption act is an assertion that we consider 
ourselves at liberty to disregard our obligations. If the greenbacks 
or legal-tender notes are notes payable on demand, they have been due 
along time, and we should not now declare that we will only pay 
them when we please or never. They are a debt due to our own 
ple and should be fully as sacred asthe funded debt. While many of 
our bonds were sold at a ruinous discount the greenbacks were all 
taken at par in payment of the crops and the labor or services of the 
people. Surely, if we provide for the payment of our bonds, there is 
no reason why we should not provide for the payment of onr legal- 
tender notes in coin, as was their original promise reiterated since 
again and again, If they are not considered as notes payable on 
demand, but as notes the time for payment of which was indefinite, 
that time has by the act of 1875 been fixed as the Ist day of Jann- 
ary, 1879, and I see no way of escaping this obligation without a vio- 
lation of good faith and injury to our credit. 

It is impossible to overestimate the value of credit in modern society. 
The distinguished gentleman from Ohio, Mr. EwIxd, in his remarks 
in favor of the repeal of the resumption act, stated the extent of 
credit and its importance very forcibly, as follows: 

They— 

The private debts of the country— 
are owed ly by the young, ene driving business men of the country. 
who are —— to Se trom 8 8 or from competence to l 
They comprise two-thirds of the merchants, manufacturers, and exchangers o 
value, and give employment to two-thirds of the wage-men of the country. 

No statement could show more clearly the immense use and neces- 
sity of credit and the extent of the danger possible to be inflicted by 
its destruction, 

Private credit is threatened by these declarations that obligations 
are only binding at the option of the debtor, and by the pernicious at- 
tempt to raise an unnatural warfare between creditors and debtors. 
There are no such distinct classes, men generally are debtors and 
creditors at the same time. Nor is it correct to represent the debtor class 
us the poor men and the creditor class as the rich men of the country. 
All “ wage-men,” as they are termed, are creditors of their employers 
for a week ora month at a time. The depositors in the savings banks 
are creditors of the grand directors who have latterly swindled them 
so frequently. The great railroad kings are debtors. The bank pres- 
idents and directors are debtors to their depositors. And even where 
there are classes who are solely creditors, like the wholesale dealers 
who sell to the retail merchants, or local bankers who loan to the 
commercial men, it would be insulting common sense to assert that 
they are working for the ruin of their debtors. On the Ouray toby 
as their customers on whom they live as a farmer nurses his or- 
c 8. 

- If the binding force of obligations is disregarded and creditors are 
threatened, as has been done so often on this floor, that the debtors 
„won't stand it any longer” if their views are not at once adopted 
by the creditors, it may be very well for those “ young, enterprising, 
driving business men” who, having borrowed al they want, are now 
willing to wipe out their debts “as with a sponge; but it will be 


very hard for the next set of “young, enterprising, driving business 
men” who will want to borrow and will find that credit is no more. 
The logical effect of all this reasoning would be that people wil) bury 
or otherwise hide their money and investment of it will cease. With- 
out confidence there is no investment of capital, without investment 
there is no business, ` 

It is curious to notice the vagaries in reasoning that have appeared 
during this debate. I may be permitted to note two arguments which 
have struck me as remarkable, and which show how gentlemen of 
distinguished ability and talent can be misled. It has been repeated 

ain and n that the act of 1869 which declared the bonds paya- 
ble in coin defrauded the people because they were before payable in 
greenbacks. I qnote from one of the speeches: 

Do they recollect that by the act of 1869, at a time when the 5.20 bonds were 
pe legal-tender notes of the Government or in gold and silver coin, they 

eliberately violated the contract between the people and their creditors and 
le tho people of the power to pay the principal of those bonds in legal-tender 
notes and required them to be paid in coin? It was an unwarrantable disregard of 
the interests of the people in the interest of the bondholder which has cost the 
le of the country five or six hundred millions of dollars and benciited the 
folders of bonds to the same extent. These gentlemen with the tender con- 
sciences did not seem to have their sensibilities wounded by that wrong, that out- 
rage, that violation of the contract between the people and their creditors. 

The complaint here made is, that the people were swindled because 
they could not pay their debts with their due-bills. Credit being at 
a low ebb, those due-bills, although given for one hundred cents in 
the dollar, were passed from hand to hand at a discount of, say, thirty 
cents on the dollar. The meaning of the gentleman, therefore, is, 
that we conld have saved thirty cents on the dollar by paying our 
bonds with these legal-tender notes as the law allowed. He forgets, 
however, that the legal-tender promise bore on its face full valu 
and that their depreciation was due to the doubt whether we coul 
or would comply with their obligation, and further, that even if we 
had redeemed the bonds with legal-tender notes our obligations. 
would nob thereby have been decreased, for it would still left 
to us to redeem the legal-tender notes at their full valne. Nor did 
the gentleman continue his reasoning to its logical conclusion, for if 
we had paid our entire debt with due-bills, instead of their being 
worth sixty or seventy cents on the dollar they would perbaps have 
depreciated to only five cents on the dollar, in which case, under his 
reasoning, the “saving” would have been 95 per cent. Or, why not 
make them absolutely worthless at once and “save” the whole 
debt? The word “saving” certainly sounds better than repudiating. 
Suppose the principle is Sree to private life. The honest and 
e eee man has to pay his promises in full. The bankrupt or 
dishonest man pays his promises with twenty cents on the dollar, aud 
his creditors are happy to get that. He “saves” eighty cents in the 
dollar, and the man who would raise him to honesty and responsi- 
bility would, under such reasoning as I have quoted, be considered as 
swindling him out of the “saving” of eighty cents in the dollar. 

Again, it is said by the same gentleman: 

In former years if any citizen of this country acquired a fortune of a few million 
dollars it was — — as a wonder, and it was so because the character of our Gov- 
ernment and institutions favors the general distribution of wealth aud the general 
enjoymentof wealth. Within the last fifteen years fortunes of $25,000,000, $50,000,000, 
anıl $100,000,000 have been no uncommon „ Whyisthis? What bas wrought 
this sudden change in the conditien of things in this country? 

But it should be remembered that these last fifteen years during 
which this change has been wrought was the greenback period, to 
which we now desire to make an end. If the gentleman who made 
these remarks had spoken on the other side of the question his state- 
ment would have been a very happy illustration of the truth of the 
celebrated quotation from the great Daniel Webster: 

Of all the contrivances for cheating the laboring classes of mankind none has 
been more effectual than that which delades them with 2 money. 

This is the most effectual of inventions to fertilize the rich man's field by the 
sweat of the poor man's brow. Ordinary tyranny. oppression, excessive taxation, 
all these bear lightly on the hap of the mass of the community, compared 
with a fraudulent currency and robberies committed by a depreciated paper. 

Strange to say, however, he used it as an argument for the indefi- 
nite extension of the greenback od, and thereby for the perpetu- 
ation of the very evils of which he complains, and against the effort 
to close it once and forever. 

A few words on another point. It is insisted that we shall have as 
much money per capita as old countries like sm ares, Germany, and 
France. We know that accumulated capital is large in old countries 
and that new countries have comparatively none, en railways or 
other public enterprises are to be carried on in new States the people 
go to old States or old countries to borrow money. In Europe there 
is much loanable money, the accumulation of many years of labor 
and thrift. Is it not a strange idea that we can equalize these results 
of time and labor by paper and the free use of the printing-press f 
It seems reasonable that a country with much loanable money would 
have more money per capita than a country that is always borrowing. 
But even if we attempted to equalize our country with the old Euro 
countries, how would we then equalize the capita between New 
England and New York with their accumulated capital on the one 
hand with the per Poia of the new western States or the impover- 
ished South on the other. Truly the faith of some men in the omnipo- 
tence of the greenback as a cure for all ills is wonderful. 

It has been stated that the resumption of a gold basis by the na- 
tional banks is impossible because they have not taken any steps to 
hoard gold for that purpose. It is well known that the banks are 
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now compelled to hold 30 per cent. of their cireulation in legal-tender 
notes as a reserve and to redeem their own notes with legal-tenders 


on demand. If the Government resumes specie payments this re- 
serve will be changed into gold or gold values like all other legal- 
tender notes, if demanded. Thus by the operation of resumption by 
the Government the legal-tender reserve of the banks will be changed 
into a sufficient gold reserve to enable them to pass to a gold basis 
without any previous hoarding of their own. 

I will confess that I do not admire the resumption act. I do not 
believe that it was wise to fix a certain day for resumption and 
hoard gold in anticipation of that day. I would consider a gradual 
resumption better, and I would bave preferred a plan to use the sur- 
plus means of the Government at once as they accrued in the redemp- 


tion of legal-tender notes instead of withdrawing from the market 
and h g 1 sums of gold. Moreover, I think we have to 
ascribe it to fortune rather than to wise legislation that our 


currency has risen in value to so near par. If it was still at a large 
discount resumption would not be possible at so early a day. But 
we have dri toward it by currents stronger than our laws, and 
we will now pass over it without trouble unless legislation again sets 
us back. From the moment that greenbacks reach par all the gold 
in the country will be at once added to our circulation and green- 
backs will come in slowly for redemption, because they will then be 
as good as a 
by Fe that I do not admire the law. But no better measure is 
offered in its place, and I know that no other measure could be car- 
ried. I am constrained, therefore, to vote against the repeal of the 
law, for I would rather land our crew and cargo, even if the landing- 
lace is not the best possible, than to cut loose and drift into shore- 
ess seas. 


Remonetization of Silver as an Aid to Resumption. 


SPEECH OF HON. JAY A. HUBBELL, 


OF MICHIGAN, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 23, 1877. 


On the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “Anact to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 

Mr. HUBBELL. Mr. Speaker, this House has passed a bill at this 
session remonetizing silver, but I fear that bill does not wholly rem- 
edy the evils created by the laws of 1853 and 1873, and I also fear 
that in valne, weight, and fineness the silver dollar will, under this 
new bill, if it becomes a law, be below the gold dollar. That will 
work no real benefit. Silver will still be a de coin, and as such 
will beget evils in our monetary system, some of which I shall attempt 
to point ont. 

ut we can restore its lost importance, not simply by remonetizin 
it, but by elevating it to a common standard of value with gold, an 
by making it a legal tender like gold for all sums, restore it really to 
ail the functions and importance contemplated by the Constitution 
and the fathers of the Republic. Although, sir, I voted for that bill 
under a suspension of the rules, yet for reasons which I shall now 
attempt to state it meets my approval only in so far as it is a declara- 
tion by Congress, or this House at least, that silver must resume its 
old relation with gold as a currency, and as such become a portion of 
our coin circulation., 

In dealing with this, really one of the weightiest problems of the 
hour, and one so vital in its probable results for good or evil to all 
classes of our people, but especially so to the great masses of the 
nation—to the mechanic and laborer and to the agriculturist—we 
should not lose sight of nor ignore one of two facts: That gold and 
silver at the formation of the Government consituted “the money of 
the world;” tbat they are the money of the Constitution; that for 

ears following its adoption they constituted the currency of the 
vernment, forming the basis of the multiplied transactions of our 
people ; and at the date of the passage of the acts creating our pres- 
entindebtedness com the“ coin” of the Government, the “‘coin” 
in which it was stipulated by those acts that that indebtedness should 


be liquidated. 
OUR EARLY STATESMEN BIMETALLISTS. 

I propose to make these facts very clear by a brief review of our 
several coinage acts and their history. Alexander Hamilton and 
Thomas Jefferson were the foremost statesmen of their time. Both 
were in Washington’s Cabinet: Hamilton as Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and distingushed for intelligence and learning, among the ablest 
of financiers, and Jefferson as tary of State. They were the 
chiefs of opposite schools of litics, nevertheless both united in 
sustaining the dual or bimetallic standard for our circulating me- 
dium. In an elaborate and very able report to Congress on the sub- 
ject of a mint, in 1791, Hamilton, as Secretary of the Treasury, urges: 


To admit the use of either of the metals [that is, either gold or 2 J p money 
is to abridge the quantity of the circulating medium of the world, and is liable to 


all the objections which arise from a comparison of the benefits of a full with the 
evils of a scanty circulation. 

Jefferson, to whom the report was submitted before it was com- 
municated to Congress, returned it with the comment : 

Ireturn you the of the Mint. I concur with that the Mint must 
stand —— Noih S i . 

Thus these two great statesmen, experienced, learned, and able 
and differing upon almost every other great question of public pol- 
icy, concurred in urging the dual standard, gold and silver, as peers 
in value and power, as the standard of our national currency. In 
doing so they simply adopted the settled policy of mankind at that 
eee. a policy based upon the financial experience of all countries 

or ages. That policy Congress also adopted. The act of April 2, 
1792, establishing a mint, adopting the dual or bimetallic standard 


for the coin of the nation, and making silver, as gold, a legal tender 
“in all payments whatsoever,” received the approval of Geo 
policy of the 


Washington, For many years it remained the 
Government, 
A REVIEW OF OUR SEVERAL COINAGE ACTS. 

In 1792 the ratio of the metals was, by mint calculations, 15 of silver 
tol or gola. Under the act of April 2, 1792, in the gold dollar there 
were 24} grains of pure metal, or 27 grains of standard metal; that 
is, 9163, or eleven-twelfths fine. In the silver dollar there were of 
pure metal 22 grains, of standard 416 ins; that is, 892.4 fine; 
and the coins of both metals, silver as gold, were made legal-tenders 
“in all payments whatsoever.” 

In 1834 the ratio of the two metals was as 16 to 1. Under the act 
of June 28, 1834, in the gold dollar there were of pure metal 23.2 
grains, and of standard 25.8 grains; that is, 899.225 fine. In the silver 

ollar there were of pure metal 371} grains, of standard 416 ins; 
that is, eleven-twelfths fine; and the coins of both metals, silver as 
gold, were made legal-tenders in the payment of all sams. 

In 1837, the ratio of the two me was as 15.98 to 1. Under the 
act of June 18, 1837, in the gold dollar there were, of pure metal, 23.2 
. of standard 25.8 grains—that is, . 900 or .9 fine. In the silver 

ollar there were of standard metal 412} grains, .900 or .9 fine. The 
coins of both metals (with all the gold and silver coinagesince July 31, 
1834) were made legal-tenders in payment of all sums at their nominal 
or face value. 

In 1853 the ratio of the two metals was as 17.187 to 1. In the act of 
February 21, 1453, no change was made in the weight and fineness of 
the gold dollar, but the relations of silver were re very mate- 
tially. The coinage of the silver dollar was practically discontinued. 
The weight of the silver half-dollar was reduced to 192 grains stand- 
ard, or for two half-dollars, to 384 grains; and these were reduced as 
I -tenders to the payment of sums not exceeding $5. 

n 1873 the ratio of the two metals was as 17.107 to 1. Under the 
act of neh} ce Pest commonly called the silver demonetizing 
act, in the gold dollar there were 25.3 grains of standard metal, .900 
or .9 fine. is act provides for the coinage of a silver trade-dollar 
weighing 420 7 — standard metal, 9 fine, but the weight of the 
silver half dollar was fixed at 192.9 grains standard, or for two half 
dollars at 385.8 grains standard. The gold coins were made legal-tend- 
ers in all payments at their nominal values, but the silver coins were 
made legal-tenders at their nominal value for only “amounts not 
exceeding $5 in any one ss ee 

In this rapid summary of the provisions of our principal coinage 
acts we have an exposition of the policy of Congress in relation to 
the use of the precious metals as coins from 1792, the date of the act 
under which our first coins were struck, up to 1873, the era of the 
demonetization of silver. What was that policy? What does it 
teach? The adoption of the bimetallic standard, of both of the pre- 
cious metals, gold and silver, for our coins by the men who framed or 
adopted our Constitution, and the continuance for years under the 
accumulated experience of our people and Government as to its wis- 
dom and beneficence, of both of those metals, silver as gold, as peers 
equal in power and functions, as full legal-tenders in the payment, at 
their nominal or face values, of all sums whatsoever. - 


THE SILVER STANDARD UNDER THE CONFEDERATION. 

The founders of the Republic were emphatically hard-money men ; 
not believers in gold as a single standard for our coins, but bime- 
tallists; advocates of the dual standard of gold and silver as auxilia- 
ries of equal power and functions in constituting the currency of the 
nation. 

On the 4th of March, 1789, the Government under the Constitntion 
began its operations, but prior, as carly as the 6th of July, 1785, in 
the Congress of the Confederation the dollar was unanimous y adopted 
as the unit of Federal currency. Neither its fineness nor its weight 
was fixed, but the Spanish dollar—the silver dollar—was manifestly 
intended as the standard. On the 8th of August, 1786, it was 

That the standard of the United States of America, for and silver, 
hen cinta casts See amt ona pert aller. ere 

Eleven-twelfths fine, that is, that the dollar or unit should contain 
375.64 grains of fine or pure silver, and that upon the recommenda- 
tion of Thomas Jefferson as early as 1782, Upon that unit the values 
and weights of the other coin were declared in a decimal ratio: gold 
in the ratio of 1 to 15.253, on eagle being rated as ten times the unit 
or 810. The law of October 16, 1786, establishing a unit and regulat- 
ing the value and alloy of coins was -based upon similar ratios and 
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relative weights and fineness—all upon the bimetallic system—and 
establishing the silver dollar as the coin unit. 


THE BIMETALLIC THE STANDARD OF THE CONSTITUTION, 

Does not the Constitution also establish the bimetallic standard ? 
If it does, is there any authority or power in Congress, for any reason 
or cause, to alter or change that standard; to adopt the mono-metallic 
or single- metal standard ? 

Thomas H. Benton, in the Senate, in 1834, maintained that in the 
Constitution “gold and silver is the only thing recognized as money.” 
He urges: 

It is the money. and the only money, of the Constitution, and every historio rec- 
ollection as well as every phrase in the Constitution and every early statute on the 
subject of money confirms that idea. People were sick of paper money about the 
timo that this Constitution was formed. * Itsframerscreated a -money 
Government; they intended the new Government to recognize nothing for money 
ld and silver. > The fifth statute, (tho law of July 30, 1759,) at 


but 
the first session of the first * © * was full and explicit on head. 
* * œ Itdecreed that the fees and duties payable to the Federal Government shall 


be received in gold and silver coin only. 

Mr. Benton accordingly maintained that “the men who framed the 
Constitution“ by using the word “ only” had clearly expressed their 
intention that gold and silver alone—not gold singly—bnt gold and 
silver combi should “ constitute the currency of the new Govern- 
ment. 

The language of the Constitution is not “ gold or silver,” leaving 
it optional with Congress and the States to adopt either metal to the 
exclusion of the other, but “gold and silver,” the two united, equal 
in power and functions as the currency of the nation.” 


FOR RIGHTY-ONE YEARS THE BIMETALLIC THE BTANDARD OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Quotations in ve kyo of this view from the ablest and the most 
learned of our early statesmen, men equally distingui for their 
intelligence and skill as jurists and statesmen, might be multiplied 
indefinitely. That certainly was the view entertained by those who 
framed and enacted the law of April 2, 1792, ander which our first coin- 
age was struck, It adopted the bimetallic standard. It gave both met- 
„according to their relative values, equal power as money; and 
for forty-five years, from 1792 to 1837, their functions in the liquida- 
tion of debts remained unchanged. By the law of 1792 the weight of 
the silver dollar was fixed at 416 grains standard. By the law of 
1837 it was reduced to 412} grains, reduced in weight 3} grains; but 
its function as a legal-tender was continued apo» an equal footing 
with fol, as a legal tender in liquidation of all indebtedness. The 
act of June 21, 1853, while reducing the weight of the silver half- 
dollar to 192 grains, making two half-dollars equal only to 384 grains, 
also reduced the subsidiary silver coin, as legal-tenders, to the pay- 
ment of sums not ex ing $5; but the vogn and legal-tender 
character of the silver dollar were not disturbed. That was only ac- 
complished by the act of February 21, 1873. That act provides for 
the coinage of a silver trade-dollar, but demonetizes both it. and the 
subsidiary silver coin by confining them as legal-tenders to the 
. of sums not exceeding 85. Thus, for eighty-one years, from 
792, from the o ization of the Government ander the Constitu- 
tion, up to 1873, the silver dollar, like the gold dollar, continued a 
full legal tender in the payment of all debts and of all sums what- 

ever. 

A HISTORY OF THE CAUSES OF DEMONETIZATION. 

And why was that policy changed? Why was silver de ed asa 
legal tender and the wage standard for our coin eee 
Why was one standard, gold, appreciated to its highest value, adopted 
for the coin of the rich, for the creditors of the nation and people, for 
the bondholder and money-sbarp, and another and a depreied stand- 
ard adopted for that of the poor, for the mechanic and laborer, and 
te ey for the creators of the industry and wealth of the Re- 
public. 

In 1837, when the weight and fineness of the silver dollar were less- 
ened, increasing its! -tender power, the nation was in the presence 
ofa t financial crisis. Sore distress afflicted our le. Over- 
speculation and reckless speculation 1 75 an inflated paper basis 
had culminated in a financial crash which threatened the nation with 
general 8 

All industry practically ceased, and the laboring masses were 
even menaced with starvation. It had also long been contended that 
the superior purity and weight of our silver coin made it an article 
of commerce—a commodity for exportation. Hence, the partial de- 
preciation of our silver dollar in weight and intrinsic value by the 
act of 1837, while retaining it as a legal tender and as a means of 
increasing its! tender power in the payment of all sums, had 
no doubt a double purpose—to relieve the debtor classes, the people, 
in the pending financial troubles, and to prevent the exportation of 
our silver coin as bullion. It accomplished both purposes. It aided 
greatly in — the debtor classes without seriously affecting the 
creditor classes. It confined our silver resources within our own 
limits, and with the large importations of foreign silver in the trans- 
actions of commerce, combined to expedite the recovery of the nation 
from its heavy financial difficulties. 

The dominant statesmen of the period—the Andrew Jacksons, 
Bentons, and Silas Wrights, the tribunes of the old democracy—were 
independent and patriotic. The plutocrats had not subdued them. 
‘They were emphatically hard-money men, bimetallists, believing in 
the precious metals, gold and silver, as the standard for our coins. 


Nevertheless, they established the precedent of partially inflating 
our currency y increasing the legal-tender power of the people's 
coin as arelief to the debtor classes—measures applauded by the 
masses and which gave to Jackson and his followers, to the old 
democracy, a ularity and power which enabled them to long 
dominate in the Government. 

The history of the act of 1853 e its character. It was an 
attempt of the mono-metallists to force the single standard upon the 
nation, reckless of its effects upon the interests of the ple. It 
was even pro in the House by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to restrict the legal-tender power of our subsidiary silver coin 
to debts against the Government, thus still further limiting its func- 
tions and really depreciating its value by debasing it, while pretend- 
ing to appreciate its relutive intrinsic value to the standard prior to 
1834. They could not conceal their real design. They were forced 
to admit that their object was to establish “ a currency to consist of 
one standard only”—that of gold—and “ to degrade our silver coins 
into mere tokens.” The attempt failed. 

Andrew Johnson, true to the bimetallic instincts of the old democ- 
racy, assailed the proposition bitterly. He and others denounced it 
as even a violation of the Constitution. That instrument provides 
for a bimetallic standard of equal power and value—a uniform cur- 
8 he denies that they could legally adopt any other. Nor 
could he understand tbe wisdom or justice of the policy of making 
gold a tender for all debts of every character and restricting silver 
to debts against the Government. He denounced it as “ tinkering” 
with a matter of vital importance—mere “ quackery ”—as an attempt 
to tax the masses and small traders in the interest of the wealthy; 
— 7 he and others warned the House that the people would not sub- 
mit. 

At that date the piorra did not dare to propose the demonetiza- 
tion of the silver dollar. They failed to restrict the Joga ender power 
of the subsidiary silver coins to debts against the Government, but 
succeeded in limiting them to the payment of all debts not exceed- 
ing $5. Even in that they succeeded only vty the argument 
which prevailed in 1873 in demonetizing the silver dollar, and which 
is now so industriously used to defeat its remonetization; that is, the 
great and frequent fluctuations in the relative production and cost 
of the precious metals; and, hence, the absolute necessity of a per- 
manent ineasure of value, demands the adoption of a single standard, 
and that gold, being the steadiest in its yield and cost, is the safest 
and most practical standard as a measure of value. 


FLUCTUATIONS OF THE PRECIOUS METALS. 

Now, what are the facts? Is gold the steadiest in its production 
and cost? Is it less liable than silver to fluctuations in value? 
Much learning and labor have been expended upon the investigation 
of these questions, and some of the most illustrious names in finance 
and science have figured in the inquiry—those of Lord Liverpool, Sir 
Isaac Newton, Sir William Petty, Sir Francis Bacon, John Locke, 
Jacob, Chevalier, Humboldt, and many others. In a table by Lord 
Liverpool, in his letter to the King of England, he gives the follow- 
ing as the relative values of gold and silver for the periods named: 


3 Gold. Silver. 

In Persia, according to Herodotuaůn,nn . ꝗ 1 to il 
In G eece, at the samo perioſpʒkukFk—ꝛ-ʒʒꝛ-ꝛ——ꝛ coveccveaes 1 to 13 
In Greece, in the time of Plato 1 to 12 
In Greece, it is stated by Xenophon, at e 
After the plunder ot gold from the Temple of Apollo, according to 

P AG W793 iiss désccsccessncanute JJ 1 to 10 
In the reign of Alexander the Great it was 1 to 10 
In Rome, according to Pliny the elder ..... ——! 1 to 17 
In Rome, after the tribute from the Etollans . 1 to 10 
The plunder of gold from the Gauls by Julius Cæsar reduced the 

proportions to 99 ͤ ͤ u DE AE en baw 1 to 
In the reign of Claudius, Tacitus states it ale 1 to 1 
Until the reign of Alexander Severas, it continued 1 to 1 
In the reign of Constantine the Great. „b pope 1 to 10 
The disorders in the Roman Empire under Arcadius and Honori 

raised it to ee 


From which it appears that gold, unless when depressed by sudden 
and un A bya dread of publio inse- 


curity, may be stated to have been for upwards of 
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15 
e 
is 
Relative proportions in Bombay, according to bullion report 15 
In the China Diariés it is stated at 16 tales of silver for 1 tale of gold 
of 100 touch or gold; if it is meant to be silver also, the 
on would be 1 to 16, but itis believed to be the average 
A S Cora AVONET 1 to 14.26 


The comparatively trifling fluctuations due chiefly to that of gold 
of the relative value of the two metals, as shown by this table, during 
the unsettled periods of the early world which they embrace, periods 
of foreign wars, wars of conquest and violent intestine commotions, 
are certainly very extraordinary. 


In a table accompanying Secretary Ingham’s report of May 4, 1830, 
upon the “relative 4 of gold and silver,” and embracing the 
ratios of the two metals from 1760 to 1829, a period of seventy years, 
the average ratio is shown to be 1 to 14.92. In another table the 
average ratio of the London market for the same period is shown to 
be about the same. At the London mint in 1829 the ratio was 1 to 
15.07. But from the same tables (compiled from Mushet, Wheatly, 
the Monthly Magazine, the Bullion Report, Tooke, Ricardo, et al.,) 
we find the fluctuations in the price of gold as t as that of silver. 
From 1757 to 1774, a period of sixteen years, gold sold on an average 
above the mint price 1} per cent. From the recoinage of 1774 to 1777 
till 1799 (twenty-six years) the price of gold 5 3 per cent. 
under the mint price. From 1757 till 1773 silver sold at 5s. 4§d. per 
ounce, or 73 cent. above the mint price. From 1773 till 1779 sil- 
ver sold for 5s. 13d. per ounce to 5s. 3}d. per ounce of standard, bein 
2 per cent. above the mint price of 5s, 2d. per ounce of English stand- 
ard silver.” 

Hence, gold, if this showing be correct, has in steadiness of value 
had no superiority over silver, but the reverse. Similar statistics, 
showing like results, might be multiplied from the different authori- 


ties. 

At the date of the discovery of America, in 1492, the world’s stock 
of the precious metals was exceedingly smail. Chevalier estimates 
it in Europe at $193,000,000. Other authorities 3 it in Asia at 
81,500,000, 000. America, with its possessions in the precious metals 
and the large annual yield of its mines, with the products of the 
Australian mines, has added greatly to the world’s stock, but Mr. 
Tooke, in his History of Prices, says : 

No rise of prices can be discovered until 1570, fifty years after the entry of the 


8 into Mexico, and almost thirty years after the discovery of the Potosi 
ver mine. The ultimate range of prices was not reached until 1640. 


From a table giving a summary of the amount of gold and silver 
which has been extracted from the mines of America from 1492 to 
1825, based upon the authority of Humboldt, Abbé Raynal, Mr. 
Ward, and the Bullion Report, it appears that the aggregate yield of 
America up to 1825 was: 


Olen ole ce lle 84, 310, 000, 000 

Of gold ere eee dob cds eee, 1890, 000, 000 
F D . 6, 200, 000, 000 
Chevalier estimates the production of America and elsewhere, up 

to 1848, at: 

J0öÜ[Ü ͥ⁵ͥ 

Of gold connec ences é..=-.....> 2, 626, 000, 000 
M 7 TTT 8, 331, 000, 000 


The gold supply being 31 per cent. of the whole. 
At the beginning of the present century, according to Humboldt, 


the gold supply was 25 per cent. of the whole; and according to Sir 
Hector Hay the proportion of gold to the supply of both metals was: 

Per cent, 
1 1h sudden cuccbeceivesscens dosadni 79 
I! AAA E E T E E 75 
MI W T E ose senm 71 
err . Ar Cae 


Even in 1876 the yield of silver was only 43 cent. of the whole 
production. Notwithstanding this enormous change “in their rela- 
tive supply, the changes in the relative value of the two metals 
during these years are described” by the United States Monetary 
Commission “as trifling.” 

If these statements are correct, and they are based upon the highest 
authorities, how puerile are the ments of the monometallists ! 
What are they worth? Where is the probable peril of robbery or 
loss either to creditor or debtor in the bimetallic standard of coins 
based upon a common standard of values T 


THE EXPERIENCE AND PRACTICE OF FOREIGN STATES. 


The experience and practice of other nations in this particular 
are worth something. In 1816, at the close of the long and mighty 
wars in Europe growing out of the French revolution, England, the 
avaricious creditor of the Continental nations, established a single 
standard, that of gold, for her coins. Why should she not? It would 
greatly enhance her profits and her wealth. But wasit just? And 
what has been the result? Frequent and violent commercial, bank- 
ing, and monetary crises. Two hundred and twenty-three times in 
the twenty-seven years beginning with 1547 was the rate of interest 
in the Bank of England changed, and the range of fluctuation was 
from 2} to 10 per cent. It is now 2 percent. In the one hundred 
and twenty-two years preceding 1816, the date of the adoption of 
the gold standard, there were only sixteen changes, and the rate 
never fell below 4 or rose above 6 per cent.t 

Albert Gallatin, distinguished for his ability and learning as a 
financier, in criticising England’s adoption of the single gold stand- 


In the appendix to the Report of the United States monetary commission, Mr. 
Alexander Delmar has continned this table, embracing the years subsequent to 
1229 up to 1876 with a result. 


See report of the United States Monetary Commission, page 113. 
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ard, sa: ina Loter tO Aia Bewotary of the Troan Ingham. 
dated December 31, 1829: ets CASH 
t, in the face of the universal ex- 


inciple, but in so doing she has departe:l 
regulate a sound 


After showing that “this is in fact an issne of adulterated money ;” 
after showing its dishonesty, and the danger of its “deranging the 
whole system of British currency,” Mr. Gallatin declares that “even 
if the precedent were good it could not be conveniently adopted in 
the United States.” 

MONOMETALLISTS DISAGREE AS TO WHICH METAL. 


But the monometallists differ as to the metal which shall consti- 
tute the coin standard. Some, like John Locke, contend that “ sil- 
ver is the most fit metal for a standard measure of property.” And 
the ruling interests or monetary condition of several nations have 
induced them to adopt at different times different standards. Prior 
to 1816, England had the double standard. In 1850, France, Spain, 
Holland, and Belginm had the double standard, 

Belgium, in 1854, retired her gold coins and adopted the silver 
standard. Holland, in 1859, retired her gold. Prior to the payment, 
in gold, to Germany, by France, of the immense indebtedness result- 
ing from the Franco-Prussian war, Germany had an exclusive silver 
standard. From a debtor she became a creditor nation. With the 
heavy amounts of gold of which she thus became possessed, Germany 
determined to adopt the single gold standard. She rushed her sur- 
plus silver upon and glutted the London market, and caused a tem- 
porary decline in the metal. In 1865, France led the movement which 
resulted in the formation of the Latin monetary anion, composed of 
France, Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, and Greece, and which has for 
its object the restriction of the amount of silver coinage in the states 
forming the league. In all these, as I understand them, the motive 
influencing the several changes had its origin in the greed, the ava- 
rice, or cupidity of their ruling or plutocratic classes. 

THE BIMETALLIC STANDARD. 

The standard of our early statesmen—of Hamilton, Jefferson, and 
Washington; of Jackson, Benton, and Silas Wright—the standard of 
the Constitution, the bimetallic standard, which for eighty-one years 
formed the standard of our national coins, is cai A ore by the opin- 
ions of some of the ablest and wisest of all countries. Among others 
by J. R. McCulloch, in the Encyclopedia Britannica, 1859, who says: 

A fall in the value of the precious metals, caused by the greater facility of their 
production or by the discovery of new sources of supply, depends in no dopao 
upon the theories of philosophers or the decisions of statesmen or slators, but 
is the result of circumstances beyond human control; and although, like a fall of 
rain after a long course of dry weather, it may be prejudicial to certain classes, it 
is beneficial to an incomparably greater number, including all who are en lin 
industrial pursuits, and is, speaking generally, of great public or national advan- 


Ernest Seyd, 1868, (Bullion, page 613,) says: 
1 1 this Sp paar all 333 on the 2 are to wit: that tho 
0 Å. 
large oe sappy gol Rec a potus to trade, com: 

Léon Fauchet, (1843,) in Researches upon Gold and Silver, says: 

If all the nations of Europe adopted the system of Great Britain, the price of 
gold would be raised be measure and we should see produced in Europe a 
result lamentable enough. 

Before a French monetary convention in 1869 testimony was Krea 
by the late M. Wolowski, by Baron Rothschild, and by M. Roulaud, 
governor of the Bank of France. M. Wolowski said : 

The sum total of W metals is reckoned at fifty milliards, one-half gold 


and one-half silver, a stroke of the pen, they suppress one of these metals 
a „ service, they double the demand for the other metal to the ruin of 


M. Rouland, governor of the Bank of France, said: 

We have not to do with ideal theories, The two moneys have actually coexisted 
since the origin of human society. * * * They coexiat because the two together 
are necessary by their quality to meet the needs of circulation. This necessity of 
the two metals, has it ceased to exist? Is it established thatthe quantity of actaal 
and na peated gold is such that we can now renounce the use of silver without 


Baron Rothschild said: 
The simultaneous employment of the two precious metals is satisfactory, aud 
ves rise to no com t. Whether gold or silver dominates for the time 


ng, it is always true that the two metals concur together in forming the monc- 


tary circulation of the world, and it is the general mass of the two metals com- 
bined which serves as the measure of the value of thin * * * The suppres- 
617700 values t any com- 


LET us REMONETIZE SILVER. 

Why, then, should we not fully and in good faith return to our an- 
cient coin standard? Why not remonetize the silver dollar, establish 
a common standard based upon the market price of the metals, one 
upon which the relative valne, weight, and fineness of the two metals 
may be adjusted; one which will make the silver and gold dollar 
equal in power and functions and in every zenpesi an exact and equal 
measure of property? Can it not be done? I believe it can. If 
either metal after its coinage fall below or rise above the market 
value, call it in, recoin it, after adjusting its value to the market 
rate. Why, then, can it not be done? I believe that justice demands 
it—justice to the people and to the country, to our reviving industries 
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and trade, and that it can be done without injustice either to creditor 


or debtor. 

In my jad t, this is precisely what the people demand, and 
this alone. is clamor for the “ dollar of the fathers,” put into their 
mouths by men who have just now a lively interest in the free re- 
coinage of the precise dollar remonetized, means with them this and 
this alone, that silver as a part of the money of the Constitution shall, 
by proper legialation, be placed in its old relations with gold, and as 
a currency made equal to it; so that the two coins shall be in 
equipoise, the one balancing the other, and both as peers discharging 
their proper functions as money and measures of value. 

The people, sir, have not yet signified which dollar of the fathers 
they want; whether the dollar of 1792, the dollar of 1834, the dollar 
of 1837, or the dollar of 1873, in each of which the ratio between 
silver and gold was different. Nor do they now ask for the passage 
of a law which will allow the bullionists and bonanza kings to swell 
their coffers by being allowed to dump their cart-loads of silver into 
our mints for tree recoinage, and to receive therefor a legal-tender cer- 
tificate for one dollar for each 412} grains of silver so we This 
is a proposition to pay these men a premium of at least r cent. 
on their metal, with a further inducement that if er. will accept 
the premium their metal shall be coined for them free of ch ata 
cost to the Government of from 1} to 1} per cent., and at a further 
cost of 1} per cent. for its distribution. 

The payment of this enormous premium is the le's loss, and 
the profits or seigniorage from coining are their profit, just as clearly 
as is the fact that the bonded debt of this Government is their debt. 
What would be 0 of a proposition to allow the owners of our 
nickel, copper, and zine metals to deposit them in our mints for free 
coinage into the token coins authorized by law, and to give them 
coin certificates for the amount of metal contained in each; a dollar 
certificate for the amount of metal in a dollar’s worth by statute of 
these token coins? In the one case the market value of 412} grains 
of silver is about ninety-two cents, while in the others the market 
value of the metal used in one dollars worth of one, three, and five 
cent tokens is fourteen and a third cents, and the market value of 
the metal used in a dollar’s worth of our bronze coins is thirteen and 
three-quarters cents. Why not extend this boon to our producers of 
sprees eens t There would, to say the least, be some cents in such a 
proposition, 

But what would be the effect of remonetizing silver on the basis 

in the bill? Have gentlemen thought of that? 
y, sir, it would be as easy for a man to lift himself over a fence 
by the straps of his boots as it would for Congress to make two metals 
of snch different values peers as currency and a legal tender, and 
aot both in circulation as mowy 
e effort to doit will not only signally fail, but will be sure to bring 
about a worse condition of affairs than now exists. Nothing is to be 
ained by substituting silver for gold, but everything is to be gained 
y so shaping our legislation that both can be kept in circulation and 
utilized as currency. 

If a majority of the leading nations would join us in this movement, 
I grant we might with ty adopt 412} grains as the standard ; 
for then its general use would create a demand sufficient to prevent 
serious fluctuations in value. But such is not now the case. We 
must try the caperent alone, and all who desire success should 
strive to so guard our legislation as to make success certain. Let 
us then strive to so adjust the ratio between gold and silver that by 
the issue of silver we shall not, as bimetallists, be hereafter charged 
with being monometallists, and with substituting silver coin for gold 
coin. A measure which had that avowed object in view would most 
certainly not obtain the approval of this House, and yet the bill it 
has e will, if it becomes a law, most certainly accomplish this 
very thing. 

I am not now discussing the question as to whether, in honesty, we 
could discha our obligations for the payment of money with 
silvercoin at the standard named in the bill, but rather on the ground 
5 3 7 W as Pe hf coe is ne for the 7 people, 

r their varied in es, and for the al prosperity and progress. 
But let us now look at the quest ion o zi z * 

THE PAYMENT OF OUR OBLIGATIONS IN COIN. 
I know that it is claimed that the good faith of the nation is 
ledged to the payment of ourobligationsin gold. But how pledged ? 

155 a 1 by any act of the law-making power in any act prior 

The act of February 25, 1562, authorizing the issue of 5.20 bonds, 

rovides that the interest shall be paid in coin; not in gold, but coin. 

hat act also provides that duties on imports shall be paid in coin} 
not in gold, but in coin, The same act created the sinking fund, pay- 
able in coin; not in gold, but coin, 

The act of February 17, 1862, makes its obligations payable in 
coin; not in gold, but coin, 

The act of July 11, 1862, makes its obligations payable in coin ; not 
in gold, but coin. 

he act of March 3, 1863, providing for the issue of $900,000,000, 
makes them payable in coin; not in gold, but coin. 

The act of March 3, 1864, for a loan of $200,000,000, makes it pay- 
able in coin; not in gold, but coin. 

The act of June 30, 1664, to borrow $400,000,000, makes it payable 
in coin; not in gold, but coin. 


pro 


The act of March 3, 1865, for $600,000,000, makes them payable in 
“coin or other lawful money;” not gold, but coin or obac 
By the act of March 18, 1869, “An act to strengthen the public 
credit,” “to remove any doubt as to thè pu of thè Government 
to discharge all just obligations to the public creditors, and to settle 
conflicting questions and interpretations of the laws by which such 
obligations have been contracted,” solemnly pledges “the faith of the 
United States” “to the payment” “of all the obligations of the United 
States not bearing interest, known as United States notes,” “in coin 
or its equivalent,” “and of all interest-bearing obligations of the 
United States, except in cases where the law authorizing the issue 
of any such obligation has expressly provided that the same may be 
paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver.” 
Where, then, is the faith of the nation pledged to the payment of 
our obligations in gold—in anything but pu and silver? if it had 
been the intention of Congress—the only lawful power to pledge the 
fuith of the nation—to restrict the payment of those obligations to 
ld, would it have used the word “coin” instead of “gold?” Would 
t, in defining coin, explained it as meaning gold and silver? Is it 
absurd to so pretend? 
REMONETIZE AND RESUME. 


Let us, therefore, restore the power of our silver dollar, restore it 
to its original purity and value, make it the peer of gold, and re- 
sumption will no longer be either difficult or opp ve. Justice 
will be done—rigid and exact justice. Even the PDEA as inex- 
orable as Shylock, will get his bond, and the pene and nation will 
have a currency upon which they may safely rebnild their indns- 
tries, revive their old prosperity, — acquire new and increased 
wealth. 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. D. B. CULBERSON, 


OF TEXAS, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 23, 1877. 


On the bill R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to 
provide the resumption of specie payments, and amendments thereto. 


Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, the discassion of this bill in- 
volves, to some extent, the financial condition of the country and the 
history of its financial legislation since 1862. 

I do not propose, however, to enter into an extended review or de- 
bate upon the questions involved. The subject, it seems to me, has 
been very fully discussed in the public prints and before the people, 
even before the meeting of this Congress; and much of the time 
which has been consumed and expense to the tax-payers incurred by 
this debate might well have been avoided. 

I recognize, sir, the general depression which exists throughont the 
country. It is patent to the o ation of all, and if it be within 
the reach of the power of Congress to apply a remedy, it ap to 
me that we should lose no time in affording relief. Certainly the 
case is an urgent one, and the interests involved are of suficient 

itude to urge us tos y action. 

I do not believe, Mr. Speaker, that the present condition of the 
country is alone attributable to the vicious financial legislation of 
Congress, however unwholesome and discriminating we must coi- 
cede it to have been. But while the general stringency in business 


and the shrink in values may be traced to a variety of causes, 
we must admit that the legislation of this country for the last twelve 
years, which has discriminated in favor of the itor class as against 


the interests of the debtor class, has been an important factor in 
bringing upon us the distress which generally prevails, - 

It is impossible now to reach all the evils which havo been fastened 
upon the country. Some of them are so hedged about by the forms 
of law and the obligations of good faith as to be beyond the reach 
of remedial legislation; but there are some we can reach, and these 
shonld be extirpated at as early a day as practicable. 

We need a volume of circulation sufficient to meet folly the re- 
quirements of business and trade; whether it be of coin or paper or 
Doth combined makes but little difference, If coin existed in sufti- 
cient quantity to furnish the n volume of circulation, it 
might be as well to rely upon it, but since in the United States we 
only haye about two hun millions of coin in circulation it ought 
to be apparent that we cannot rest the business and prosperity of the 
country upon such a basis, Whenever the volume of circulation ex- 
ceeds the wants of business a . e perity results, and the 
evils which flow from it are hardly less than those which follow an 
insufficient quantity of circulation. 

If you allow the volume of circulation to fall below the wants and 
necessities of trade, commerce, and industry, values, which are the 
result of labor, diminish, industrial enterprises decrease, labor is with- 
out demand, and consequent distress prevails among those who have 
debts to pay and those who earn their living by to 
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Capital prospers in such times and gathers to itself, at prices below 
the actual cost of production, the values produced by labor. I take 
it, therefore, sir, that it is of the highest importance to the people of 
this country that such a volume of circulation shall be provided as 
will meet the necessities of business. 

There is no one, Mr. § cer, who can decide, except approxi- 
mately, what the volume of circulation should be in the United States, 
but we can certainly legislate in such a manner as to allow the laws 
of trade, supply, and demand an opportunity to settle this question 
as to the amount of currency n to be provided. 

We have now about seven han and thirty millions of paper 
and about two hundred millions of coin constituting the volume of 
circulation. Is it too l or toosmall? This question cannot be 
answered by me, nor do I believe that it is within the power of any 
one to answer correctly. One thing, however, seems to me to be en- 
tirely evident, aud that is that this volume of circulation is insufll- 
cient to meet the requirements of business with the present legislative 
restrictions and discriminations which have been thrown around it. 

Silver has been demonetized, legal-tender notes are to be redeemed 
and canceled under this law which we seek to repeal by the bill un- 
der discussion. and now only serve the purpose of money to a limited 
extent. Bank- notes cannot be used as legal-tender in the payment 
of debts! Nearly the whole of our national obligations are paya- 
ble in coin, as well as the customs of the country. 

This complex system, brought about by ages of capital, has 
assisted other causes to prostrate business, I up capital, and fill 
the land with distress. i 

Wecan soon test 2 how far the present system of finance 
has contributed to produce the hard times which are complained of 
on all sides, by entting loose the cords which tie up the currency of 
the country and limit its money quality. 

The bill before the House is a step in the right direction. There 
is, sir, no necessity nor demand upon the Government to redeem the 
legal-tender notes in coin, and destroy them. These notes, it is true, 
constitute national obligations, but the people who hold them do not 
demand the gold for them. They demand that these notes shall be 
made equal in value to coin, and when that is done they will be sat- 
isfied so far as the values of the notes are concerned. 

The exigencies forced u the Government by the demands of the 
war made it n to ə these notes, and in order to appreciate 
their value and to approximate them to the value of coin, certain 
functions of money were attributed to them. They were made a 
155 tender for all debts except customs dues and interest upon the 
public debt. The people of the States adhering to the Union gave 
up their property, substauce, and services in exchange for these notes. 
They were made payable upon demand—in legal effect. It was not 
understood then that any day was fixed or that any day should be 
fixed whereon they should be redeemed and destroyed. They were 
accepted as money, and if was understood that when the necessities 
of the Government would permit, and the people shouid demand, these 
notes might be paid off and canceled. is was the understanding, 
if, indeed, there was any condition understood at all. In 1875 Con- 
gress passed an act to redeem these notes by the Ist day of January, 

879, and when redeemed they are to be destroyed. Preparatory to 
the final day of resumption, the volume of currency represen by 
these legal-tender notes, which ought to be four hundred millions, is 
being constantly diminished ; and ides that, the banks whose cir- 
culation is redeemable in these notes are withdrawing them and 
hoarding them for the day of judgment. The Government is not in 
a condition to pay off notes. Its necessities forbid it. The 
people do not desire them redeemed, and the very best interests of 
all the le, except a favored class, oppose such an unnecessary and 
suici cy. 

The 3 5 debt, interest bearing, amounts in round figures to two 
billions and two hundred millions. The debt of the States exceed 
three hundred and seventy-five millions. The municipal debt of the 
eg | is in excess of one billion of dollars; railway indebtedness, 
two billion and three hundred millions; discountsand loans of vE 
one billion; oenn iy insurance, mortgages and the like, five hundre 
millions. The total indebtedness of the country, t reaches 
the enormous amount of $7,375,000,000. 

This enormous debt bears an av interest of not less than six 
3133 per annum, amounting to 840,000, 000. Nor is this all, Mr. 

peaker. But, sir, the annual rey of the General Government 
may be safely estimated at two hundred millions, the expenses of 
State governments at seventy-two millions, the cost of 
connty and municipal governments at one hundred millions annnally. 

Thus, we see, sir, that the people of the United States are com- 
yest to pay out annually over #500,000,000 by way of interest upon 

ndebtedness, and for the expenses of national, State, county, and 
municipal governments. No country, sir, under the sun, however 
abundant may be its resources, how great soever may be the energy 
and industry of its people, can obtain a becoming prosperity when 
an annual drag-net gathers their substance so remorselessly! Do not 
our necessities as a nation, as States, as counties, cities, and individ- 
uals proclaim against the foolish ‘policy that will add to the load of 
bonded debt under which the conntry now reels and staggers ! 

The necessities to which I havealluded are intensified by theexisting 
law providing for resumption. Seveuty-five millions of legal-tender 
notes have been redeemed and returned under that law. Under the 


influence of well-grounded apprehension of financial panic and ruin 
people are hoarding up the currency of the country or using itin the 
trafic of money. Industrial perents are suspended ; manufactories 
are stopped; a want of confidence is engendered; money ceases to 
circulate, and labor is without employment! Yet, sir, in the face of 
our necessities it is proposed to defeat this bill, and pile on to the 
load of public debt three hundred and fifty millions more of bonded 
interest-bearing debt. 

We have not the coin necessary to redeem the three hundred and 
fifty millions of legal-tenders now outstanding. In order to supply 
ourselyes with gold, the resumption law provides for the sale of 
bonds payable, principal and interest, in gold, as contended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. What necessity exists to add to our bur- 
deus this additional bonded debt? We send to foreign countries 
now annually one hundred millions in gold to pay the interest sped 
our bonds held abroad. Why place the nation under additional obli- 
gations to bondholders, domestic and foreign? No interest is to be 
Served by such folly except that of the rich and powerful, and there 
is no legal or moral obligation which requires the Goyerument to 
stand by the law of resumption. 

What effect, sir, will result to the business interest of the country 
to withdraw absolutely three hundred and fifty millions of its cir- 
culation? And, sir, this is the proposition of who oppose the 

of the law now under consideration. 

Gentlemen on the other side say that as soon as legal-tenders appre- 
ciate toan equal value with gold resumption will suspend itself; that 
then there will be no inducement to present the notes for payment. 
If such was the theory of resumption, why did not the law provide 
that as soon as United States notes should become equal to gold, under 
the system of contraction, that the Secretary of the Treasury should 
suspend the sale of bonds, and no farther contraction should be made 
after that time f 

Such a provision in the law, if such is the theory of resumption, 
would have been timely and proper. No, sir; resumption of specie 

yments on the Ist day of Jan „1879, under the law we are striv- 
ing to re „ Means the utter withdrawal and destruction of the 
legal-ten notes, and a cousequent reduction of the volume of cir- 
enlation to the extent of three hundred and fifty millions, 

Ido not believe, Mr. Speaker, that the present volume of circula- 
tion exceeds the wants of the business interests of this country, In- 
deed, it is said by many whose opinions are entitled to great weight 
that it is not suflicient. However that may be, such a volume as we 
now have, amounting to nearly one billion, coin and paper, should 
have an opportunity to demonstrate its ability to carry the business 
of the country. 

Bat, sir, if you carve ont of the volume of circulation three hun- 
dred and fifty millions, what results will follow? We must witness 
still greater depreciation in property and values of all kinds, a greater 
need of money, a still greater depression in business, and, more than 
all, a frightful addition to the distress of laboring-men everywhere. 
The toiling millions of the Ut ited States, whose labor goes to make 
the values of the country, who have no interest in the profit of their 
labor, now must be the sufferers. Capital will gather to itself the 
transferable properties of the country, The highest prosperity of all 
countries—I mean solid prosperity—is marked by 3 when the 
people were supplied with sufficient circulation to meet the require- 
ments of business, The darkest adversity is marked by periods when 
the people were either denied a volame of circulation snflicient to 
meet the wants of business or when the volume largely exceeded 
those demands, 

It is, Mr. Speaker, the interest of those who hold the obligations of 
this Government to allow this bill to pass. It does not affect the inter- 
est of the bondholder, and such of them as may bold any legal-tender 
notes can even now put them away in their favorite coin at a very 
aligat discount. 

do not mean to say that there is any one upon this floor who wonld 
allow his personal interests to influence his vote, but I simply mean 
to say that the element in this country which clamors against the en- 
actment of this law would do well to influence its passage. There 
are times in the history of nations when the people who carry the 
burdens of government would be content with less than justice, but 
there are periods when, if less than even justice is denied them, they 
demand full redress. 

We are told, sir, that we are violating the honor of the Government 
in the passage of this law. Ihave shown that the Government never 
made n pledge to pay these notes at any time when they were issued. 
It was an absolute 3 to pay without naming the day, and at 
the time they were issued everybody knew that the Government not 
only did not intend to pay them according to the legal effect of tho 
notes, but that it did not have the means or ability to do so. It is 
true that in 1875 a republican Congress passed a lasy providing for 
the redemption of these notes by the Ist day of January, 1879. What 
right had that Congress to pl the Government to such payment? 
If it had the right to pledge the Government to such payment, what 
is the character of the obligation? Is it irrevocable? The people 
of the United States hold these notes, None of them are held abroad. 
If the 8 speaking through their servants, the members of the 
Forty- hin Congress, ordained that these notes should be paid in gold 
by the Ist day of Janger; 1579, who shall gainsay their right to say 
through their servants, the members of the Forty-fifth Congress, that 
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you must repeal that Jaw? Events have transpired since its pass- 
which demonstrate its impracticability, its entire uselessness, and 
the utter folly of its passage. 

Who is harmed by the repeal? Who can say that it violates a 
contract? ‘There is not to-day in America or foreign lands a single 

rson who has acquired one of these notes since the of that 

w with a view of holding it in order to get the gold for it by rea- 
son of any promise supposed to be contained in that law. 

Butif I am mistaken in that, sir, and there are persons or corpora- 
tions in the United States who hold these notes acquired since the 
law was passed, and who have and still hoard them with the view 
to convert them into coin under that law, they should know that it 
was simply a pledge by the people to themselves, and the same 
power had the right to withdraw it. 

But the clamor which we hear in opposition to this bill based upon 
a mapped violation of a contract is the same ery by which the peo- 
ple have been deluded heretofore and lulled to passiveness, whi 
the domestic money power and that of foreign countries despoile 
them of millions and placed a mort, to secure them in the enjoy- 
ment of them upon the muscle and brain of the people, the law day 
of which will not expire in a century. 

Financial history in no country or clime furnishes a parallel for that 
of onr own in the contrivances resorted to to build up the fortunes 
of one class to the ntter ruin of the ee sed of the people. “The 
rich have been made richer” and the poor much rer. A nation 
of forty-five millions of people, energetic, industrious, and frugal, 
blessed as no other people ever were blessed in form of government 
in wealth of soil, salubrity of climate, and in all that nature could 
have done to promote human prosperity and happiness, is to-day, after 
twelve years of peace, each crowned with an abundant harvest, on 
the verge of individual and universal bankruptcy; its mechanical 
and industrial enterprises crippled and suspended, its banks and sav- 
ings institutions falling asunder, confidence broken on all sides, 

at nibs diminished in value 100 per cent., and educated villainy 

olding a saturnalia in wrecks of fortunes and amid the cries of 
starving thousands. There are exceptions, it is true, the glitter of 
whose equipages and surroundings reveal the utter poverty of the 
million but the plainer. There are many causes which have conspired 
to produce this condition of affairs, but none have contributed more 
to the result than the infamous class legislation upon finances. 

We are sometimes tauntingly told that the burdens which afflict 
the people resulted from the war. It is true that at the close of the 
war the debt of the Government was simply enormous, bat, t as 
it was, the combined resources of the country, under proper la- 
tion, would have carried the burden without oppression. Eleven 
States of the Union were required to pass under t = of carpet- 
bag governments, and they emerged therefrom robbed, plundered, 
and loaded down with bonded debts. I cannot stop to recount the 
waste by the wayside, and shall content myself with a reference to 
some acts of Con which will show the source from whence flow 
many of the burdens which now weigh down the tax-paying, toiling 
people of the nation and makes distress universal. ere are to-day 
over two billions of United States bonds, bearing gold interest, re- 
garded aè property, sought after as such and held as such, which pay 
no taxes either to the General Government or State governments, 
notwithstanding the fact that the expenses of the General and State 
Governments annually amount to nearly four hundred millions of 
money gathered by taxation. 

In whose interest, may I ask, sir, wassnch legislation? In the in- 
terest of the toiling millions? Surely not. It was, sir, in the inter- 
est of those who revel in their wealth, untaxed by the Government. 
The Government under an act of Con sold one billion and seven 
hundred millions of bonds, known as five-twenties, for legal-tender 
e face value, while that currency was depreciated. © prin- 
cipal of these bonds was by the law payable in currency, and yet on 
the 18th gayo: March, 1869, four years after the close of the late 
war, while the Southern States were in the jaws of reconstruction, 
Congress, controlled by the republican party, without the slightest 
consideration, altered the contract and pledged the Government to 
pay that enormous debt in coin. There was no necessity for this 
act; none whatever. There was not the slightest pretense, founded 
in honor, that such an act was either just or righteous, but the 
villainy was consummated, The leader of the republican party in 
the Honse at that time broke the shackles of party an boldly 
denounced the act as an unmitigated outrage upon an already over- 
burdened people. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the people never would have murmured at the 
legitimate burden im by these bonds. The bonds represented 
the 3 waste of war and the entire resources of the count 
were pledged to pay them, and the honor and manhood of a reunit 
people stood guarantor for the payment. What additional burden 
was heaped upon the taxable pro of the country by that act? 
Not less, sir, than $800,000,000. Who violated the national honor in 
that instance? Who received the rewards of whatever infamy at- 
tached to that transaction? Go ask the bondholders, and, if they 
fail to tell you, the people, who pay the taxes, can tell yon by their 
poverty and distress. Night hundred millions of dollars ebya 
change in the contract! And when a poverty-stricken people pray 
that the circulation of the country may not be destroyed they are 


ae that they are loafers, gamblers, and violators of Government 


ed 

43 in 1870, Congress passed another act known as the “ fund- 
ing act,” which, in legal effect, is supposed by those who profited by 
it to seal the infamy of the act of 1869. Under the act of 1870, bonds 
were to be sold, 3 and interest payable in coin of the then 
standard weight, and the money obtained from the sale of them ap- 
piei to the payment of the 5.20 bonds changed to coin by the act of 

869, or it was provided that the 5.20 bonds might be replaced by the 
new issne and canceled; and so to-day but few of the original 5.20 
bonds remain outstanding. They have either been paid in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the act of 1869 or funded in the bonds 
issued under the act of 1870. By the operation of these two acts of 
Congress it is said that the bondholders realized a clear protit oi 
$8,000,000 baring out of the estimate the interest. 

if my conception of these two acts is just—and my judgment is 
founded in part upon the testimony and evidence of such men as 
Thaddeus Stevens, who denounced the legislation as it was bein 
consummated—a more unjustifiable and crael breach of national fai 
with the people was never exemplified. 

And this legislation did not stop with the act of 1870, but shortly 
after that it was perceived by the money power abroad and at home 
that silver, which had been a legal tender since 1792, was in danger 
of becoming depreciated in value when compared with gold. — 
deed, it had become so. England and Germany had demonetized it 
and it was apparent that the holders of our bonds might be paid in 
silver with greater ease to the tax-payer than in gold, though with 
less profit to the holder of the security. In 1873 an act was passed 
demonetizing silver, and thus the people were required to pay the en- 
tire bonded debt in gold. This act added many more ions to the 
burden of debt by another change in the contract. 

These are some of the evidences of class legislation in the interest 
of the money power against the tax-paying propin Can we wonder 
at the universal want of confidence which prevails every where in this 
country? Do we not understand the reason why more money lies 
idle to-day than at ay time in the history of the Government? It 
is the highest duty of Congress to remoye the evils which have 
brought upon the country the present depression. How can we hope 
to relieve the people and restore p ty? 

While I do not believe that legislation can affect these desirable 
objecta entirely, yet we cont Be a long way in that direction. Weare 
on the right and proper now. I gave my hearty support to the 
bill restoring silver to the legal-tender standard it had 
the foundation of the Government. 

The dollar authorized to be coined under that act will contain 
412} grains, the precise weight of the dollar when the funding act of 
1870 was passed. If a holder of a United States bond is tendered the 
contract price in silver he cannot complain, and if it be cheaper for 
the people to pay the bond in silver and they shall elect to do so, 
they will have simply exercised a right secured by the law. 

In this connection I desire to call attention to another subject in- 
volved in this 5 but now not disturbed by the bill under 
discussion. I allnde to the system of national banking. I do not 
believe, Mr. Speaker, that the system is justly obnoxious to all the 
criticisms which have been heaped upon it in this debate. This system 
of banking bas, in the main, superseded all other character of bank- 
ing. A prohibitory tax imposed upon State banking in the interest 
of national banks has destroyed banking under State supervision 
and laws. Thus national bauking is a smears since competing 
institutions are prevented by the operation of law. 

We have as a compensation for this monopoly a uniform system 
of banking. The issues of national banks are of nniform value. 
They are worth as much in Texas as in New York, less of the 
location of the bank of issue, and to this extent may be regarded as 
a decided improvement upon the system of State banking. Under 
the State-banking system there was no uniformity of value in bank 
notes issued under the laws of the respective States, and great incon- 
venience and loss resulted from discounts. The present system is 
absolutely safe so far as the holders of notes may be concerned, while 
State banks were not so re ed. The national-banking system 
yields in taxes to the General Government from three to five millions 
annually, and a very heavy tax is borne by it imposed by State and 
ate ony authority. These are some of the advantages which flow 
from the system, but on the other hand there are disadvantages if 
not evils attending it. 

To some of these I shall now briefly allude, While the bank notes 
are of uniform value and availability in the several States of the 
Union, they do not perform, nor are they allowed by law to do so, the 
same money functions as by law attaches to legal-tender notes, and 
in this respect a want of uniformity in pu and value is 
presented between them and legal-tender notes. The chief disad- 
vantage and evil resulting from this system, as viewed by me, is the 
unnecessary appropriation of capital to the business of banking, and 
which causes the withdrawal of the amount employed from other 
investments and uses. Now, sir, there are employed in the business 
of banking $425,000,000 capital. It consists, in the main, in United 
States bonds. The profits which induce persons to engage in the 
business are derived from the annual interest paid by the Government 
on the bonds, and the use of the circulation, 


occupied since 
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If this system were abolished the capital used and locked np in it 
would be turned loose to seek other employment and investment. 
The holders of these bonds would nòt be content with realizing 6 per 
cent, interest upon their capital, but would employ it in other uses 
where a greater yield might be expected. The substitution of legal- 
tender notes for the bank-notes would supply just as good medium 
of circulation, and besides would remove the want of uniformity to 
which I have referred. If this were accomplished we wonld then 
= a pene currency of uniform value, purpose, and nso, and let 

oose the hundred of millions now simply employed as a pledge for 

the redemption of bank-notes. I believe, sir, that the withdrawal of 
gò much capital from active investment and trade as is now stored 
away in the Treasury of the United States as a redemption fand bas 
contributed largely to the stringency and depression which prevail 
and is one of the many vices of our financial legislation, 

This system of banking has outlived the purposes of its creation. 
It was said by the Secretury of the Treasury in advocacy of the na- 
tional-bank act, in nee such was the pressure upon pape: money 
the Government needed the aid of such associations to maintain the 
value of the paper issues, Certainly no such aid is now desired or 
required. The ks represent that the business has become unre- 
munerative by reason of the burdens of taxation imposed. The na- 
ture of their complaint will appear from a circular which I now 
read, and which I suppose has been very generally circulated: 


OFFICE OF THE AMERICAN Baxkens’ ASSOCIATION, 
New York, September 16, 1877. 
(Private.] 


We are now rapidly app the time fixed for the mecting of 


Dran Sm; l 
Congress. It is of JaN importance that our bill should be introduced into the 


House of Representatives as early as blo for the al of the oppressive and 
ruinous taxes upon the banking Shor Roy The ph eds this — — are pre- 


FFV we shall be in Washington when the ses- 


continue 


lepends almost wholly upon the earnest- 
nesa with which each and all of our members and friends carry out this part of the 
We desires tourge upon you to see your mem- 
go to Washington, to present tax question in its 
and to use the most strenuons endeavors to secure 
ainan parteen iig eaters tat be io Wootton be nice te walle to o sare 
en ‘ore go to Warhin sure ear- 

ür upas this subject, and get your friends to do the same. 


In addition to the objections to the system which I have stated, it 
might be well to consider the propriety, in a Government like ou 
of building up without restrictions corporations which in time wil 
be able to wield the legislation of the country as well as its finances, 
Our experience in financial legislation since the war should, as it ap- 

rs to me, be sufficient to warn us of the danger of that power and 
nfluence which ng from combinations and aggregation of capi- 
tal. In the legislative ‘conflicts, where such interests cs eng the 
interests of pares class, they have uniformly triumphed, if not 
by numbers, by 
' It is said, sir, that if the national-banking act should be repealed 
the capital now invested in United States bonds and used in bank- 
ing would remain in the possession of the stockholders, and would, 
as now, so far as the active business of the country is concerned, be 
dead capital. It might not be a worse situation than that capital 
now occupies. But those who argue in that way do not contemplate 
the financial system as it will exist after the remedial legislation 
already proposed N have been accomplished. 

One branch of the proposed system will provide for the payment 
of the bonds, when voluntarily presented for payment at the Treas- 
ury of the United States, in legal-tender notes. Now, sir, when our 

tender volume of circulation shall comprise what is known now 
as United States legal-tender notes, and the present bank circulation 
substituted by the same number of legal-tenders, and the combined 
volume shall be unrestricted in legal-tender character, each dollar of 
such paper money will be equal to each dollar in coin. There is no 
human agency which can prevent such equalization, nnless financial 
lunacy should swell the volume out of proportion to the wants and 
needs of the business of the country, in which case, as a matter of 
course, the coin dollar would be more valuable. Those who hold the 
United States bonds who may not be content with the income derived 
from the interest on them and who may desire to embark into busi- 
ness where the yield would be greater, would not hesitate to surren- 
der their bonds and receive the United States notes for the same, 
being equal to gold,in payment. And why may not such acondition 
of rs exist! Ought the Government longer to allow four hun- 
dred and twenty-five millions of capital to hó housed away in bank 
vaults when all the advantages to be gained by such a system, so far 
as the circulation is concerned, could be secured without the aid of 
capital and that vast amount of capital invited to investments which 
would tend to increase business and give life and hope to industry ? 
Would it not therefore be well for the Government to divorce itself 


from an association with a system that ties up capital, with no corre- 
sponding advantage which might not be otherwise attained ? 

The occasion will not justify a further discussion and review of 
these subjects, and in closing what I have to say I desire to be under- 
stood not as Sp 5 of 3 repudiation, or 5 The 
prosperity of our people, the honor and perpetuity of the Governmen 
alike forbid the inauguration of principles so pernicious to the high? 
est and best interest of the country., It is the firm conviction of my 
judgment that the volume of circulation, coin and paper combined, is 
not too large to meet the wants of business, and that all restrictions, 
limitations, and reduction of it are opposed to the best interests of the 
people. This volume of circulation should be turned loose with all 
the aid legislation can give it in order that industry may be revived, 
trade encouraged, internal improvements fostered, and above all con- 
fidence restored. The circulation is in duress and embarrassed by 
hostile legislation. It needs to be unfettered. Two billions and more 
of dollars of authorized circalation would be valueless to the country if 
by reason of unfriendly legislation confidence had been so broken up 
and such restrictions imposed as to prevent its free and untrammeled 
use. It would be well for those who seek to maintain such legislation 
as increases the burdens upon the people unnecessarily, to remember 
that a contract broken on one side is broken on all, and that ethics 
in morals, government, and law justify an outraged and impoverished 
debtor, who drives his remorseless creditor, to look for such equities 
as may remain to him in the fragments of a broken or altered contract, 


Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. W. M. SPRINGER, 


OF ILLINOIS, 


In Tre HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday, November 23, 1877, 


On the bill (II. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An net 
5 to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 


Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, we lave had a very long and exhanst- 
ive discussion on the pending bill. And this discussion is not to be 
regretted. Much light has been thrown upon the subject. But some 
confusion of ideas Bad also been brought ont. 


TWO CONSTRUCTIONS OF THE RESUMITION ACT, 


The most distinguished leaders of the resumptionists do not agree 
as to the meaning of the present resumption act. The gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, ] in his elaborate speech last week, said: 


I admit that the law is not entirely free from ambiguity. But the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who has the oxceution of the law, that section 3579 of the 
Revised Statutes is in full force, namely: 
they mhy be reis- 


“When any United States notes are returned to the 
sued, from time to time, as the exigencies of the public interest may require.” 
Although T do not believe in keeping backs ns a permanent currency in the 
United States, although Ido not my: believe in the Government becoming a 
nent banker, yet Iam willing for one that, in order to prevent the shook to 
Deimas which gentlemen fear, the 500, 000, 000 of greenbacks shall be allowed to 
remain in circulation as long as the wants of trade show 2 0510 that they are 
needed. Now, is that a great contraction! Is it contraction at all 
Summing it all up ina word: the struggle now pending in this House is on the 
one hand to make greenback better, and on the otber to make it worse. The 
resumption act is making it better every day. Repeal that act, and yon make it 
aa a We hen have by ht greenback up two and halt 
f emen, w. you have brou our n up and ono- 
cents higher in sa DA you will bave added R kert volume of money $200,000,000 of 
gold coin which cannot circulate until greenbacks are 8 par. 
Let those who are afraid of contraction consider that answer it 
We who defend the resumption act pro; not to destroy the greenback but to 
dignify it, to glorify it. The law that wo defend does not destroy it, but preserves 
its volume at 8300, 000, O00 and makes it equal to and convertible into coin. 


Here we are informed that the resumption act will not destroy the 
greenbacks, but dignify and glorify them. But the distinguished 
gentleman from New York, (itr, Hewrrt,] in his very able speech 
upon this subject, advanced quite a different view of the meaning of 
the act. I call attention to the following extract from his remarks: 


Mr Sramorr. Will the allow mo before ho takes his seat to ask him 
one question? Tunder-tood him to say that it would take £350 000 000 of gu d coia 
in to enable this country to resumo and maintain resumption. 

Mr. Hxwrrr. of New York. No, not a+ much as $350,000,000 ; I think it will take 
e205 ono That I believe will be abont the amount 57 aaae 9 
aum „ provided contract the currency notes they ough 
be contracted, and will be contracted to enable us to do bu- iness with the same in- 
struments of exchange, the same amount per ea: as wo how nso, 

Mr. Spatxcen, | be gentleman refers to the -notes “ 
Mr. Hewrrr. of New York. All kinds of paper money legal-tenders and bank- 


notos. 

Mr. Spraixcer. If take all the greenbacks out of circulation 

Mr, Hewrrr, of New York. Every one of them must go out of circulation, and 
some of the bank-notes, 


How shall we reconcile these conflicting views? They cannot be 
reconciled. The gentleman from Ohio says that resumption means 
that the greenback is to be dignified, gloritied, and made better, 
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This is perhaps for his greenback constituents in Ohio, The gentle- 
man from New York says that resumption means the wiping out of 
all the greenbacks and the further contraction of the national-bank 
notes. If for no other reason the resumption act ought to be re- 
pealed, because its meaning is so differently unde An act of 
Con, that is so worded that its ablest advocates cannot agree as 
to whether it will destroy or make better three hundred and fifty- 
four millions of the currency of the country ought to be repealed for 
its uncertainty if for nothing else. It is this uncertainty as to the 
effect of the resumption act that causes much of the present want of 
confidence and depression in business enterprises of the country. 

As between the construction placed npon the act by the two dis- 
tinguished gentlemen referred to, I adopt the construction placed 
upon it by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hewrrt.] at is 
the reasonable meaning of the act. Redemption means payment, 
and Lag ie of a note is followed by its cancellation. The section 
of the Revised Statutes cited by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gar- 
FIELD] does not apply. “ Notes returned to the Treasury” are not 
notes redeemed by the Government. Section 3579 was pae in 1863, 
during the war, and simply authorized the reissue of legal-tenders 
received by the Government in taxes. This section is the authority 
for the payment of the salaries of pone officials and the expenses 
of the Government with the same legal-tenders which are returned 
to the Government in the public revenues. It has no reference to 
redeemed notes. If the resumption act had explicitly stated on its 
face that the notes when redeemed should be reissued and the vol- 
ume of the legal-tenders kept at three hundred and eighty-two mill- 
ions, the amount outstanding at its passage, it would never have 
been passed. The Wall-street creditors and currency contractionists 
Solt then have had no use for such a law. But if, on the con i 
it had explicitly stated that the legal-ténders when redeemed should 
be canceled and destroyed, it would not have passed, for the whole 
business interests of the country would have cried out against it. 
Hence it could not have passed without deceiving and cheating one 


class of ple or the other. It could not have been passed except 
arid : pretenses. Ought such a law to remain on the statute- 
boo 7 


There are other and stronger reasons for the repeal of this law. I 
hold that the day for e cannot be fixed by statute. It must 
depend on the prosperity of the country and such favorable course of 
trade as will cause an accumulation of the precious metals. Statutes 
only embarrass and hinder resumption. Trade and prosperity alone 
will bring it about. 

I have heard much since this discussion began about the favorable 


BALANCE OF TRADE. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, in his monthly public-debt state- 
ment, November 1, for the first time introduces the subject of imports 
and exports in order, I presume, to show what he deems a favorable 
balance of trade. The items are these: 


Tm: twelve months end tember 30, 1271 

tones abrt months — — N 1875 
Exports, (same time, 1876) 
Exports, (aame time, 1877) . 667, 

From these items it will be seen that the exports for the year end- 
ing September 30, 1877, exceeded the imports nearly $200,000,000. 
This is claimed to be a favorable balance of trade. It is just the 
reverse. It means that we bave sent out of the country nearly 
$200,000,000 in articles of value more than we have received. It must 
be borne in mind that these statements include the exports and im- 
py of specie and bullion. If we got the two hundred millions 

k in coin we would be even with the rest of the world at least. 
Bat as it is we get nothing back. It takes all that to pay our coin 
obligations abroad. Let us suppose that our imports were six hun- 

millions and our 5 were four hundred millions, and that 
a part of the six hund millions was coin, say two hundred mill- 
ions. Then how would the international balance stand? Thus: 

Received from abroad manufactured articles, tea, coffee, sugar, &c., 
for the year ending September 30, 1877, to the amount of $400,000,000 ; 
gold coin to the amount of $200,000,000; total, $600,000,000. Ex- 
ported during same time manufactured articles, breadstuffs, &c., 
to the amount of $400,000,000, 

That is what I call a favorable balance of trade. The country is 
richer at the end of the year by exactly $200,000,000. It is passing 
strange that leading statesmen of the country have not learned this 
simple lesson in political economy. A country never accumulates 
coin (except from its mines) unless its imports exceed its exports, the 
coin movements being a part of each. 

For the past ten years the imports of Great Britain have exceeded 
the exports by from $500,000,000 to $600,000,000 annually. I have 
not the dates for previous years before me, but presume the same 
condition of things substantially has continued for many years. For 
the ten years 575 excess of imports over exports has been over 
85,000, 000,000. Is England getting poorer or richer? Her ag te 
of exports and imports has increased from 52, 445.000, 000 in 1865 to 
$3,335,000,000 in 1874. Her manufactures, railroads, and mineral 
resourees show an equal increase during the same time. The evi- 
dence is overwhelming and conclusive that with five billions of ex- 
cess of imports over exports during the past ten years the prosper- 


ity, population, and wealth of the ey have been continually on 
the increase. This effectnally disposes of the favorable-balance-of- 
trade theory which has been so often advanced during this discus- 
sion. 

COIN NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN RESUMPTION. 

In order to resume specie payments and maintain resumption it is 
absolutely necessary that there should be at least $350,000,000 of coin 
in the country. And this estimate is based upon the fact that the 
present resumption act will cause all the greenbacks to be redeemed 
and canceled as soon as possible after Jan 1, 1879, leaving the 
eirenlating medium of the country to consist, in round numbers, of 
$300,000,000 of bank-notes and $350,000,000 of coin. If resum 
tion is to be upon the gold basis, this coin must all be in gol 
Hence it becomes a matter of great importance, in making prepa- 
ration for resumption, to consider whether resumption is contem- 
plated upon the gold basis only or upon the basis of gold and silver. 

It is a matter of the utmost importance, also, to consider the 
amount of coin now in the country, and what amount there will 
probably be in the country at the time fixed for resumption by the 
act of January 14, 1875. A careful examination of the exports and 
imports of coin for the past five years and of the coin production of 
the United States for the same time will throw suflicient light upon 
the subject to enable us to estimate with reasonable accuracy, the 
probable amount of eoin there will be in the country January 1, 1879. 

One would naturally suppose, from the frequent reference made to 
the favorable balance of trade, as is claimed by the advocates of re- 
sumption, that there was a constant influx of specie and bullion into 
this country. But this is not the fact. The contrary is shown by the 
official statistics, as will appear from the following statement showing 
the excess for each year of the exports of specie and bullion over the 
imports from 1873 to 1877: 


For the year ending June 30, 18-ꝶ6vz3000 $63, 127, 537 
For the year ending June 30, 187.4444. 38, 274,549 
For the year ending June 30, 1875.. 71, 231, 425 
For tho year ending June 30, 1876.. 40, 569, 621 
For the year ending June 30, 1877.. 15, 387, #23 

/// AE S 228, 590, 955 


This statement shows that specie and bullion, to the enormous 
amount of $223,000,000, have gone out of the country during the 

ast five years more than have been received from other countries. 

ut for our gold and silver mines the cou ntry would long since have 
been entirely depleted of the precious meta The product of our 
mines has been enormous, and if specie payments are made possible 
in the near future, the fact will be owing entirely to our gold and 
silver mines. The following statement shows the total production of 
gold and silver in the United States for the years— 


roduct for the past thirty years up to 
700,000, and of silver $8,100,000. Í 


The yearly average of gold 
June 30, 1876, has been 842 

The gold and silver produced in 1877, the present year, have been 
estimated by the Director of the Mint at 884,000, 000. But it will prob- 
ably fall below this amount at least $10,000,000, Of the gold and sil- 
ver product, the Director of the Mint estimates that five million dol- 
lars’ worth in 1876 was consumed in the arts and manufactures. 

If we estimate the production of gold and silver not exported, and 
allow five millions each year for the arts and manufactures, we would 
haye accumulated in the country during the past five years about 
$128,000,000. With all our great crops, and our supposed favorable 
balance of trade, we have only been able during the past five years 
to retain in the country 8128,000, 000 of specie and bullion from the 
immense productions of our mines. 

But this amount represents specie and bullion. In order to deter- 
mine the amount of coin in the country available for resumption, it 
will be necessary to consider the coinage at our mints. The follow- 
ing table shows the exports, imports, and coinage of specie and bull- 
ion for three years last passed : 


Coinage. 
$20, 900, 717 854, 708 
15, 936, 681 57, 565, 815 
40, 774, 414 *60, 000, 000 


77 611, 812 


*Estimated. 

The coinage and imports added together will represent the coin 
supply for the three years, namely, 82330, 032,335. From this we must 
deduct the exports, $204,800,681, which would leave the coin increase 
for that time at only $34,231,654. 
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For a more extended comparison of coinage with imports and ex- 
ports, the following table is submitted? = 


Statement showing the gold and silver coinage of the United States for the 
fiscal years ending June 30, 1870, to June 30, 1876. 


$24, 636, 011 00 
23, 542, 140 25 
23, 529, 349 05 
38, 689, 183 00 
56, 838, 216 30 
43, #54, 708 00 
57, 565, 815 00 

268, 655, 422 60 


Total coinage from | 939, 081, 496 00 |180, 322, 356 40 |12, 822, 538 55 | 1, 132, 226, 390 95 
1793 to 1876. 8 


WHEN RESUMPTION 18 POSSIBLE. — 8 
With these statistics before us, at what time in the future is resump- 


tion of cash pana possible f k 
President Grant, in his annual message to Con December 1, 
1873, just after the crisis of that year, gave his opinion as to the time 
when resumption could be reached and maintained. He said: 
fet own has ee is that * * * aspecie basis cannot be reached and main- 
tained un 


our exclusive of for our im interest due 
Son athe suede SEDASA, otis 22 N reciable —— 
tion of the precious metals in the country from the products of our mines. 


1 Applying this test to the present condition of things, what do we 
n 


The following statement, taken from the last quarterly report of the 
chief of the Bureau of Statistics, shows the total exports and imports 
for the three years last passed, reduced to gold values : 

EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. 


Statement of foreign and domestic exports, and of imports, for the years 
fe 1875, 1876 and 1877. 4 55 


Exports and imports. 


Total exports, gold value. 637, 457 890, 973 574, 853 
Total Laporte; cold btaa VEVE 2401.50 728 ern ei Soa 08 153 
Excess of exports over Imports "106,530,917 | 120,213,102 | 51, 668, 700 
43, 134,738 | 50,039,691 | 83, 857, 129 

8, 275, 013 


56, 162, 
40, 774, 414 


The first part of the above statement embraces the amount of gold 
and silver exported and imported, und the second part merely shows 
how much of the first is composed of specie and bullion. From this 
statement it will be seen that for the three years last past our ex- 
ports of articles of value, including specie, have exceeded vur im- 
ports 8338, 421,720. : 

According to the theory of the balance of trade, which so many 
members have advanced since this discussion began, the United 
States would be the richer by this difference. But [ cannot see how 
a nation is to get rich when it sends out of the rai farsi 
more values than it receives from other countries, We have sent out 
of the country during the past three years over $338,000,000 of sub- 
stantial values for which we have received no return. That sum was 
required to pay our coin interest and private and corporate indebted- 
ness due abroad. The excess of rie exported over that imported 
for the same period was $127,188, Instead of drawing specie from 
other countries for p of resumption, we are sen abroad 
large sums to pay our foreign indeb ess. And this is what gen- 
tlemen call “ preparing for resumption of specie payments.” 

But adopting the test laid down by President Grant in 1873, we 
must look for an “accumulation of the precious metals in the coun- 
try from the products of our mines.” The trade balances make a 
poor showing for resumption. : 

SILVER RESUMPTION. 

The Director of the Mint estimates that the coin and bullion in the 
country June 30, 1875, amounted to $142,000,000, Of this amount at 
least $30,000,000 were in bullion, which has since been coined, ex- 
ported, or consumed in the arts. This would leave but $112,000,000 


Tue im / 
d coinage 


of gold and silver coin in the country June 30, 1875. Since that time 
the coin has increased to the extent of the excess of imports and 
coinage over exports. An examination of the statistics already re- 
fe: to will show this excess to be as follows: For the year ending 
June 30, 1876, the accumulation of coinage was $16,996,192, and for 
the year ending June 30, 1877, it was $44,612,177. Hence the stock 


of coin in the country June 30, 1877, may be stated as follows: 
Amount‘ June 90,1875 cee ee ee ete $112, 000, 000 
Increase to June 30, 18766... 16, 996, 192 
Increase to June 30, 187/ꝶ7j/j .. 44, 612, 177 
Total coin June 30, 187 7ù·77 .. 173, 608, 369 


This amount includes subsi silver and minor coins, but ex- 
cludes gold and silver bullion, we assume that the increased 
accumulation will amount to the same for each year in the future 
that it reached during the last fiscal year—and this is the largest 
accumulation in any one year since the war began—it would require 
four years from June 30, 1877, to accumulate $175,000,000, which being 
added to the stock then on hand would make the stock of coin in the 
country June 30, 1881, $352,000,000. 

Hence on the basis of gold and silver we cannot possibly reach and 
maintain resumption until four years from the 30th of June last. 
This would necessarily postpone the day for even gold and silver 
resumption two years and a half beyond the time now fixed by law. 
This is the earliest practical period of resumption on the basis of 
both gold and silver. 

But if resumption is to be brought about exclusively with gold 
coin, the time must be prolonged still further into the future. 

Let us see when there can be an accumulation of gold coin in the 
8 sufficiently great in order to resume and maintain resump- 

on, 

GOLD RESUMPTION. 

The stock of gold coin in the country June 30, 1875, may be set 
down at not exceeding $100,000,000. 


For the year ending June 30, 1876— 


United gol 


Total 
Seaton 
Increase of gold coin for the yr⸗uiumwumw— ... 15, 690, 152 
For the year ending June 30, 1877— 
The im f e apiece benuceccenbedcccccvous 126, 664 
Gold co: r 7j $e bon 805 
Vs wc cwnncsntedoccdness sadcsenncusonevescccsocudeopns 62, 126, 664 
Exports of CM AAEE ERE TE E EEE 8 25, 438, 
Increase of gold coin for the eat .. 36, 688, 337 


If we estimate an equal annual accumulation of gold coin for the 
eighteen months ending January 1, 1879, the stock at that time would 
be as stated in the following table: 

Statement showing the probable amount of gold coin (excluding bullion) 
that there will be in the country January 1, 1879. 


Total gold coin January 1, 1879 

If we estimate the same annual accumulation of gold coin for the 
four years next after January 1, 1879, that there was for the year 
ending June 30, 1877, the te accumulation for such time would 
amount to $146,753,348. we add to this the estimated stock in the 
country January 1, 1879, we should have $354,154,342 as the stock of 
gold coin in the country January 1, 1883. 

If these estimates be true—and they are based upon the most reli- 
able data attainable—the earliest time at which gold resumption is 
sane gon eee be January 1, 1883, four years beyond the time now 

y law. 

This is, by the inevitable laws of the probable production of 
our mines, and the coinage of our mints, the earliest practical period 
for reaching and maintaining resumption of specie payments on the 
exclusive gold basis. 

These estimates presuppose continued bountiful crops, the present 
annual yield and coinage of gold, and a foreign demand equal to the 
present for American products. 

I have referred only to the possibilities of gold resumption. The 
probabilities are not so promising, and would postpone the time 
much further into the future, 

VISIONARY RESUMPTIONISTS. ) 

Some visionary ne ge have contended that it is not neces- 
sary that there should any considerable quantity of gold in the 
country in order to resume specie payments; that public confidence 
is the most that is required; that people will not demand the gold 
when they know they can get it; and that but few greenbacks will 
be presented for redemption after January 1, 1879, Such visionary 
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ideas are hardly worthy a moment's consideration. Every intelligent 
student of political economy knows that a sound monetary system 
cannot exist upon a specie basis unless there is a certain relation 
between the amount of coin and thé amount of paper money in the 
. In France the relation between coin and paper money 
which is deemed necessary for safety is that of five dol in paper 
to seven in coin. But the actual relation is that of five of Paper to 
twelve of coin, there being $500,000,000 of paper money and $1,200,- 
000;000 of coin in the country. Of the latter amount $500,000,000 in 
in coin lie idle in the Bank of France. In England there are $140,000,- 
000 ong money to $500,000,000 in coin. In Germany there are 
$285,000,000 in paper money and $555,000,000 in coin. 

In the United States before the war there were $200,000,000 of 
paper money and $300,000,000 of coin. The numerous suspensions of 
specie payments in this country from 1809 to 1861, almost averaging 
one suspension in every ten years, should admonish us that it is folly 
and madness to attempt to resume and maintain resumption, unless 
the amount of coin in the country exceeds the volume of the paper 
money. But if the greenbacks, which are a legal tender and take 
the p. of gold, are to remain as a part of the currency of the coun- 
try, resumption may take place as soon as the Government can ac- 
cumulate in its own Treasury $150,000,000 of gold coin, which can 
be held eee e for purposes of resumption. But under the 

resent resumption law the legal-tenders will soon, after January 
, 1879, be canceled and destroyed, and the bank-notes be left as the 
only paper money of the country. With $300,000,000 of such r 
eer in the country, the coin ought not to be less than $500, 
,000, $150,000,000 more than I have estimated as necessary. But 
the probabilities are that the depression of business caused by the 
effort for resumption will cause from fifty to one hundred millions of 
the bank paper to be withdrawn and canceled. Hence it is possible 
to begin resumption and maintain it with $350,000,000 of gold coin in 


the country. ut there must be no panics, no rig Paper) no dis- 
turbances in the commercial world, or there will be immediate sus- 
pension again. 


EQUALIZATION NOT RESUMPTION. ` 

It has been frequently stated during this discussion that the green- 
back was so nearly equal to gold that resumption had practically 
taken place; that all the evils of contraction hud been experienced 
already, and that the difference between gold and greenbacks was so 
little that resumption could work no further mischief. A greater 
mistake was never uttered. The bringing of greeubacks to par with 
coin is not the resumption provided for in the present act. ump- 
tion under the law means cancellation of the greenbacks, and de- 
stroying the legal-paper of the country. Legal-tenders can be made 
equal to gold in value without redemption and cancellation. Re 
ceive them for duties on imports. ke them convertible into 
United States bonds, as they were in 1863. Let the Government 
honor them itself, and thèy will be equal in value with gold, without 
other or further legislation. 

NATIONAL BANKS. 

5 is we Fo eee to me ar the ee banks are 80 e. 
to force e payments u the country. As soon as it is ible 
for the Seere tary of the kesty to redeem and cancel eee, 
backs, after January 1, 1879, he will and must do so. What will then 
be the condition of the bauks of the country? They will be required 

on demand,in gold, their circulating notes and individual 


to pa 
posits 
e amount of deposits in State paska aoa ay savings banks, 
loan and trust companies, and national banks, on May 31, 1476, was 
$1,974,187,449. The circulation of the national banks October 1, 1877, 
was $317,025,904. The gate amount due and payable on de- 
mand by the banks of the country is therefore $2,291,213,353. What 
preparation have the national banks made for their share of these 
3 sums, payable on demand, in gold, on and after January 


1, 1879 
GOLD IN NATIONAL BANKS, 

The whole amount of gold coin in the two thousand and eighty 
national banks on the Ist day of October, 1877, was but $4,869,656.46. 
The effort to support such an enormons credit upon such a narrow 
foundation ma successful, but it is certainly neither an evidence 
of lunacy nor demagoguery to doubt it. 


INFLATING GOLD. 
The banks and the Treasury Department have invented a new 
method of swelling coin balances, which is done by what are called 
coin certificates. Any person may deposit gold coin or bullion in the 
Treasury and take a certificate therefor, The certificate is a legal 
tender for duties on imports, and when paid into the Treasury, 
of being canceled they are carried on the books as coin certificates. 
On the Ist of November $33,543,200 of these coin certificates were in 
the T. „and were published as so much coin. The national 
banks also hold about twelve millionsof them. These are carried on 
their books as coin, because the coin they represent is actually de- 
ited in the Treasury, But the result of this financial legerdemain 
is this: that the same dollar appears in two pias at the same time, 
The Treasury has the guld deposit ; the bank the gold certificates, 
or they are d into the Treasury for duties on imports and again 


appear as coin. The truth is that there is very little gold coin in the 
country, much less than I have conceded. There R 


is not more than 


one hundred millions of gold coin in the country at this time, and 
there cannot with any reasonable certainty be accumulated more 
than one hundred and fifty millions of gold coin in the country b 
the Ist of January, 1879. And with this paltry sum the great wor 
of resumption of specie payments is to be begun—resuming on seven 
hundred millions of paper money in the country with one hundred 
and fifty millions of gold coin! x 

If the Government persists in its present determination to force 
specie payments on and after January 1, 1879, there are no means of 
estimating the disastrous consequences. Universal bankruptcy will 
insue, and instead of resumption taking place and being 5 
the Government and the aya will be left in a chronic 


suspension. 
INDIVIDUAL DEBTS TO BE PAID IN GOLD, 

But the banks and the Government are not alone to suffer. The 
individual, corporate, and municipal indebtedness of the country, 
amounting to an incredible sum, variously estimated at from eight to 
ten billions of dollars, must, after the . has arrived, 
be paid in gold if it be demanded, or at in paper convertible on 
demand into gold. 

Is it possible to carry this immense debt burden on a gold basis with 
the meager supply we have of the precious metals? I think not, 
The effort will destroy the productive industries of the country, and 
result only in universal bankruptey and financial ruin, 

THE RESUMPTION ACT A FAILURE. 

The present resumption act has utterly failed in producing the 
good effects promised by its 88 President Grant, in his an- 
nual message, December 7, 1874, the session which passed in January 
thereafter the resumption act, said: 

I betieve it is in the er of Con at this session, to devise such I on 
as will renew confidence, T revive all the intustei start us on a career Bo neers 
tops toward the reaz to a apscie basin aro Osa great Toqulaltee to tia dovontiy 
— end. Pip x 

The restoration of confidence, the revival of industries, the era of 
1 so devoutly sought for and promised to the country 
as the sure result of the passage of the resumption act—have not 
been realized. On the contrary, the result has been the reverse. The 
following table shows the effect upon the business of the country : 


Statement of the number, amount, and average indebtedness of business fail- 


ures from the year 1870 up to and including siz months ending June 30, 
of the year 1877; from Dun, Barlow ꝙ Co.’s circular. 


state of 


The business failures have thus increased from about three thon- 
sand-in 1870, with eighty-eight millions of liabilities, to nearly ten 
eae for the present year, with nearly two hundred millions of 

iabilities, 


FORCED RESUMPTION. 

But this is but the beginning of the end. Let the policy of forced 
resumption be persisted in and no man can tell what will be the re- 
sult. But we may form some idea of it. If the contraction of the enr- 
rency since the resumption act passed, January 14, 1875, to the amount 
of $27,000,000 of greenbacks and $35,000,000 of bank-notes, makin 
an aggre r-money contraction of $62,000,000, has resul 
in the wide-sp distress and I we now see in the coun- 

, what may we not ospori when a further contraction tothe amount 
of $354,000,000 of greenbacks and $100,000,000 of the bank paper, as 
predicted by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hewirr,] l take 
place under the operation of the resumption act? It is true that 
much of the present financial distress is attributable to causes Which 
antedate the passage of the resumption act. But it is also true that 
that act, instead of bettering the condition of the country, has great- 


ly N yned our difñculties, and has rendered it almost im ible 
for ple to recover their losses or to save their shrinking for- 
tunes. How many thousands, who have thus far withstood the fury 


of the storm, are now waiting anxiously for their Representatives in 
Congress to come to their rescue by repealing the law which so sorely 
oppresses them and threatens their ultimate ruin? Shall we disa 
point their hopes and turn a deaf ear to their wail of distress? 
shall we rather come to their rescne, by repealing this grievous meas- 
ure, sng thus restore confidence to the country and prosperity to the 
people 


Mr. § 
noun: 


REPEAL NOT REPUDIATION. 


er, the friends of repeal upon this floor have been de- 
here and in the Bevis press as repudiators, inflationists, 
and lunatics, I will not ignify these epithets by calling others 
8 unjust and unreasonable. But permit me to say that those 
who favor the repeal of the present resumption act did not aid in 
procuring the legislation by which the legal-tender notes were dis- 
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honored by the Santo omer by refusing to receive them for duties 
on imports. We did not aid and abet the repudiation of the contract 
upon which the 5.20 bonds were issued and a wholesale robbery of 
_ the people to the extent of hundreds of millions of dollars was legal- 
ized and consummated in 1469. We did not in a clandestine manner 
procure legislation in 1873 demonetizing silver and changing the 
contracts upon which all public securities and private indebtedness 
were founded ; nor do we now seek to take advantage of the wrong 
and — A which resulted from this frandulent piece of e 
rocured in the interest of creditors and to the rob of all the 
ebtors and the tax-payers of the country. We did not denounce the 
bankers and capitalists of Wall street in 1873, in time of the great 
crisis of that year, because they in their extremity and hour of need 
implored the President and Secretary of the Treasury to reissne, 
upon a doubtful provision of law, forty-four millions o; nbacks. 
and throw them upon the market in the purchase of bonds. We did 
not nm laugh at their fear nor mock when a financial calamity was 
upon them. 

No, the friends of repeal have not done all the mischief that is 
properly chargeable to the financial legislation of the past. We do 
not propose or favor repudiation. We will keep the contract in its 
letter and spirit. Can the capitalists say as much? Will they re- 
turn to the original contract upon which the 5.20 bonds were issued, 
and restore the silver dollar to the position in the money of the 
country which it occupied prior to 15737 

We do not desire infia tion. But we op contraction and insist 
that the paper money of the country shall be equal to the demands 
of business. On the 14th day of January, 1875, when this resump- 
tion act passed, there were three hundred and eighty-two millions of 
legal-tenders and three hundred and fifty-one millions of bank-notes 
in circulation. Between November 1, 1372, and the same date, 1874, 
there were added twenty-two millions to the greenback currency and 
eleven millions to the bank circulation. This was done in mse 
to the demands of Wall street and the eastern Ci Tan en 
they asked for bread we did not give them a stone. en they cried 
out for more greenbacks and bank paper, their demands were heeded. 
But the iy, Bal more money now comes from the people. Will it be 
heeded ? hile many think the volume of the currency should be 
put back, as a measure of justice to the debtor classes, to what it 
was in 1875 when the resumption act pasea, yet we are not opalina 
with that question now. Repeal mere pe where we now are an 
provides no additional issues, bnt lets the amount of currency remain 
at its present volame. This is the sum of our offending. 

But what do those upon the other side of this question propose ? 
Thecontraction which hasalready taken place has produced such wide- 
spread ruin, that one would think it madness ursue so fatal a 
policy. But still further contraction is demanded. The whole legal- 
tender currency is to be destroyed as with a consuming fire, and a 
hundred millions of the bank paper must share the same fate—cre- 
mation of the people’s money, and confiscation of their property. 


CONCLUSION. 


I appeal to the Representatives of the people on this floor, to the 
representatives of the States in the other end of the Capitol, and to 
the Executive, at the other end of the Avenue, to interpose their 
anthority as the law-making power of the country to avert by proper 
legislation the fearful consequences which must follow the futile 
attempt to carry out the present resumption act. 

It is the part of wisdom to avert, iE poenis; a threatened calamity. 
The dead past must bury its dead. e cannot call into commercial 
life the thousands who have already gone down to financial ruin. 
But other thousands on the verge of dissolution are crying for relief. 
Still others, now comparatively secure, see the threatened danger 
that may befall them through the misfortunes of others. They, too, 
are inning to realize the situation, and demand repeal. 

If this Congress does not repeal this oppressive measure the next 
will; for nothing is settled in this country that is not settled rightly. 
A popular revolution isimpending. State follows State in pronounc- 
ing against the financial legislation which has produced the present 
distress and still holds the country in the paralysis of hardtimes. The 
questions involved are of the most transcendentim ce. Thecause 
is thatof the people; the object to be accomplished is the greatest good 
to the greatest number. Can the ultimate result be doubtful? 

“ Revolutions never go backward.” The greenback money will not 
be abandoned by the people while there is a dollar of the bonded debt 
of the country unpaid. The interest upon the $354,000,000 of legal- 
tenders, if they be converted into 5 per cent. bonds, would amount 
to $17,700,000 annually.. The people of this country will neverdeprive 
themselves of so much of their cireulating medium at so fearful a cost. 

The resumption act confers pon national banks the monopoly of 
issning all the paper money of the country. Re means that one- 
half of it, or $354,000,000 of the pore eurrency, shall be issued by the 
Government directly. The banks demand all. The people demand 
half. This is the vital issue involved in repeal. In the future other 
questions will arise of which it is not necessary to speak at this time. 
But whatever those peepee may be, the people, while maintaining 
the national honor and credit at home and atten will nevercease their 


demands until full justice is done to all classes, until labor shall have 
its just reward, and until the laws shall secure equal rights to all men 
and grant exclusive privileges to none. 
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The Right of General Butler to Admission as Senator-elect from 
South Carolina. 


SPEECH OF HON. L. Q. C. LAMAR, 
OF MISSISSIPPI, 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Friday, November 30, 1877. 


The Senate having under consideration the following resolution: 

7 That Pitt Kellogg is, u the merits of the 
„C the 4th day of March, 1877, and that he be 

© * 
admitted thereto upon inking the rape sath, 

Mr. LAMAR said: ` 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I rise to speak apon the — 5 of M. C. Butler to 
a seat in this body as Senator-elect from South Carolina. Before I 
take my seat I shall, if my strength does not fail me, take the occa- 
sion to reply to some of the allusions which have just been made to 
the alleged violence and murder in the Southern States. 

Perhaps I can thwart the object of the passionate and ungenerous 
rhetoric, the appeal to sectional prejudices and malignant partisan- 
ship in no better way than by trying to draw Senators to the calm 
— dispassionate consideration of a question to which we should 
bring the sobriety of judges and the patriotic moderation of states- 
men. 

I voted to discharge the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
from the consideration of the case of M. C. Butler, because I believed 
that there was no material fact in dispute between the two claimants 
for the seat upon this floor. There are points of controversy between 
them as to some facts, but none of them of such a character as may 
not be put out of view without in any way disturbing the issues or 
affecting the principles involved in the question to be decided. 

In November, 1876, an election was held in South Carolina for elect- 
ors of President and Vice-President, for State officers, governor and 
lieutenant-governor, for members of Con and members of the 
General Assembly. In that election all the people voted on the same 
day and upon what was called the same ticket; that is, each voter 
had upon the ticket which he deposited in the ballot-box the names 
of all the candidates he voted for. A short time after, on the day 
appointed by law, the board of State canvassers met and canvassed 
all the votes that were cast in that election, and in that canvass they 
counted the votes which were east for electors of President and Vice- 
President in the counties of Edgefield and Laurens. I wish to repeat 
that fact, as it is of some significance in this argument. The board 
of State canvassers in canvassing the returns counted and returned 
and certified to the votes for electors of President and Vice-President 
which were cast in the counties of Edgefield and Laurens. I ask at- 
tention to another fact, which is that this board of State canvassers 
refased in their canvass to count and return and certify to the votes 
cast on the same day in the same counties of Edgefield and Laurens 
on the same ticket by the same voters for mem of the General 
Assembly. In other words, the board of canvassers considered ©- 
field and Laurens law-abiding enough to have their votos for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President counted and returned, but so lawless and so 
subject to intimidation that they could not be counted for members 
of the Legislature that was to elect Mr. Corbin to the Senate. Ishall 
undertake to show the Senate that this action npon the part of that 
board of canvassers, in addition to the gross political 3 
scandalous inequity of the proceeding, viol the Constitution both 
in not performing a ministerial duty which that instrument imposed 
upon them and in usurping a judicial power which it had never con- 
ferred. 7 


Mr. PATTERSON. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him a 
moment? The statement of the Senator from Mississippi is correct, 
but his comments I want to protect the board of State canvassers 
from. The board of State canvassers counted the whole vote of the 
State, as the returns show in the secretary of State’s office, includin, 
the vote of Edgefield and Laurens, by order of the supreme s 
The supreme court issued an order to the board of State canvassers 
to cast up the whole vote on the face of the returns, including Edge- 
field and Laurens, for présidential electors, and no further. When 
they came to count the votes for members of the Legislature they re- 
fused to certify that members of the Legislature had been elected in 
Laurens and Edgefield. 

Mr. CONKLING. They counted them in the other counties, did 


they not? 
Mr. PATTERSON. In all the other counties, but they counted the 
Edgefield and Laurens under the order 


presidential electors’ vote in 
of the su court. I say that in justice to them. 

Mr. I will ask the gentleman, as he thinks that the 
mandate of the court is of importance in this inquiry, if it did not 
extend to a peremptory order to count the votes for members of the 

islature as well as the votes cast for electors. 

r. PATTERSON. In answer to that I will say that it did no-. 
After the returning board had made the return of the votes, the 
counsel on the democratic side made an application to the supreme 
court for an order to direct the board of State canvassers to count 
the votes in the same way for members of the Logislaturo 
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Mr. LAMAR. I understand that. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Before that order was issued the board counted 
the votes for members of the Legislature, and they left out Laurens 
and Edgefield, and adjourned. 

Mr. THURMAN. Sine die? 

Mr. PATTERSON, Sine die. 

Mr. THURMAN. So that it was functus oficio. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Yes. Then the court sent them to jail for do- 
ing it. 

Mr. LAMAR, The application to the court was in consequence of 
the refusal of this bard to issue the certificate to the members elected 
from Edgefield and Laurens. No matter. It may be that the board 
adjourned before the order was issued in order to avoid it. My in- 
formation is different. I have submitted these facts in order that I 
may hereafter call attention to the effeet of this illegal action of the 
board upon the organization of the Legislature of the State. It is 
proper to state that by the constitution of Sonth Carolina the house 
of representatives have one hundred and twenty-four members. This 
beard, by its report, returned and certified to only one hundred and 
sixteen. On the proper day, the day assigned for the convening of 
the Legislature, the senate of Sonth Carolina met and organized by 
electing its officers. I believe all admit that the organization of that 
body was in accordance strictly with the constitntion and laws of 
that State. On the same flay, a party of men, fifty-nine in number, 
embracing a minority of the membership of the house as fixed by the 
constitution, assumed the right to organize a house of representatives, 
which is known in this controversy as the Mackey house, Mr. Mackey 
being the speaker. Another body of men, sixty-three in number, 
constituting a majority of the membership of the house, but includ- 
ing these eight representatives who were elected from Edgefield and 
Laurens, as shown by the returns and by the judgment of the 
supreme court, organized the house of representatives known as the 
Wallace house. 

When the Senator [Mr. PATTERSON] interrupted me, I was about to 
state that, in obedience to an order from the supreme court of the 
State, the board of State canvassers presented to that court a state- 
ment of the county returns, showing the legal election of the eight 
representatives from Laurens and Edgefield. The court then issued 
an order requiring the board of canvassers to make a report in con- 
formity to that return, the execution of which order the board frus- 
trated by adjonrning sine die, as the Senator has stated, whether 
before or after the order was issued I cannot be certain. The tran- 
script of these proceedings and judgment of the court, properly au- 
thenticated, was placed in the hands of the eight members elected 
from Edgefield and Laurens, was presented by them to the Wallace 
honse, and was in each case accepted by that house as prima facie 
evidence of their election. 

The occasion of the organization of the Wallace house was this. 
The Mackey body had organized by the aid of an armed force of 
United States soldiers. A military officer, acting under instructions, 
refused to admit any except those to whom the board of cauvassers 
had issued certificates. The sixty-eight members, including the eight 
from Edgefield and Laurens, being a constitutional quorum, retired 
to another hall, and, as I have stated, organized the Wallace house. 

The senate of South Carolina, on the day prescribed by law, the 

12th of December, held an election for United States Senator, in 
which, after a certain number of ballots, Mr. Corbin received a ma- 
jority of the votes. 

The Mackey house held an election on the same day, and after some 
ballots Mr. Corbin received a majority of the votes cast in that body, 
and on the next day the Mackey house and the senate met in con- 
vention in the hall of representatives, and the proceedings of the 

revious day having been read from the respective journals, Mr. Cor- 

in was pronounced the United States Senator-elect from South Car- 
olina. The Wallace house also, on the 12th, held an election, but 
without a result. On the next day and on each day thereafter until 
the 19th the Wallace house met in joint assembly with certain sena- 
tors and balloted for a United States Senator, but without result, as 
there was not on either of these days a majority of the members 
elected to both houses present. On the 19th, 79 votes were cast, which 
constituted a majority of the members of the General Assembly, and 
General Butler receiving a majority of these, was declared elected. 
This joint assembly which elected General Butler was composed of 
eleven senators (being a minority of the senate body) and sixty-eight 
representatives, the house having been increased to that number by 
the accessions from the Mackey house. General Butler presents his cre- 
dentials certified to by Wade Hampton, the recognized governor of the 
State. Mr. Corbin was commissioned by Ex-Governor Chamberlain. 
This is the case between these claimants for a seat in this body, stated 
as fairly as I have been able from the facts as they appear in the 
brief presented by each. 

It is proper to call attention more specially to the fact that the Sen- 
ate, about whose organization I repeat there is no contest, recognized 
the body known as the Mackey house, sent a committee to it, invit- 
ing it to unite insending a house committee to inform the executive 
of the organization of the General Assembly. Messages were sent 
and ceremonies observed between those two bodies as if they were 
co-ordinate branches of à legally constituted General Assembly. It 
is also true that the senate refused to recognize the organization of 


the Wallace house, sent no communications to it, received none from 
VI——i6 


it; but a minority of its members united, as I have stated, with the 
Wallace house in joint convention, and in numbers sufficient to con- 
stitute a majority of the joint assembly, and elected General Butler, 
The question arises now, was this election of General Butler constitu- 
tional 7 L hope to be able to show, without much difficulty, that 
this Mackey house had at no stage of its existence any essential fea- 
ture or attribute of a house of representatives; that it never had a 
quorum during the whole period of its notorious career in that State; 
that it never acquired a constitutional footing, or became any part 
of the apparatus of that government; that it testified to its own 
illegality after a brief life by the voluntary disbandment of its mem- 
bers, In a word,it was a mere unreal, unsubstantial piece of gossa- 
mer, tonching the body-politic of South Carolina nowhere, suspended 
upon bayonets, and blown out of view the very moment these were 
withdrawn. 

I think I can also satisfy the Senators who will give me their atten- 
tion that the Wallace house from its initiation down to the present 
day was in every respect a legal and constitutional branch of the 
General Assembly; that it showed vitality and power from the very 
moment of its organization; that it surrounded itself with the forms 
of law, conformed to all constitutional obligations, drew its strength 
from the support of the people in whose affections it was rooted and 
from whose suffrages it sprang; and at last absorbed its rival, com- 
manded the recognition of the hostile senate, maintained itself against 
the iron will of the Federal Executive and against the bayonets of 
the Federal soldiery, until it became recognized not only by all the 
departments of the government of the State, but has the sanction and 
recognition of the President and the House of Representatives of the 
United States. 

Holding that the Mackey House had no legal existence, I assume 
for the present that there was no election on the 12th of December 
by separate acts of the two houses. I presume no one will contend 
that the mere recognition by the senate of the Mackay house imparted 
any validity to that body which it would not possess without such 
recognition. I presume no one will assert that the senate by its non- 
recognition of the Wallace house could in any degree impair the va- 
lidity or powers of this latter body. Each house of a legislative assem- 
bly is a distinct and independent body, is the sole judge for itself of 
the elections, returns, and qualifications of its own members, and is in 
no way dependent for its existence, organization, or the exercise of 
its separate functions upon the consent of the other. The question, 
then, which meets us at this point is this: What is the effect of the 
refusal of the senate as an organized body to meet with the Wallace 
honse as an organized hody in joint assembly for the election of a 
United States Senator? Does that refusal of the senate render its in- 
dividual members constitutionally incompetent to meet the members 
of the house in such joint assembly to elect a United States Senator? 
To determine this question it is n to examine the provisions 
of the Constitution of the United States and the legislation of Con- 
gress in reference to the clection of Senators, 

The provisions of the third section of article 1 of the Constitution 
is as follows: ` 

The Senaste of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each 
State, gaoiit by the Legislature thereof for six years; and each Senator shall have 
one vo 

Now, Mr. President, what is the true import and intent of this 
phrase, “ chosen by the Legislature thereof?” Does it mean the Leg- 
islature in the sense of the two houses acting as separate and organ- 
ized bodies, each for itself, and electing each by its own majority as 
it does in enacting laws; or doesit mean the Legislature as an elect- 
oral body choosing the Senator, not necessarily and exclusively in 
the same manner as it enacts statutes, but also in some other and 
different manner, by a numerical majority of all the members, as 
Legislatures have so often done ? 

That this latter interpretation is the correct one I think is manifest 
from the provisions of the fourth section of the same article: 

The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Represent- 
atives shall e 5 = cach 3 ors 3 thereof; — eee 2 

may at au m wW, m. suc: regulations, exce) 
pan of . — — iges 

This clause shows that the Constitution, in designating the Legis- 
latures of the several States as the electoral bodies of this Senate, 
did not contemplate them in their law-making capacity. It expressly 
provides a different manner of choosing a Senator from that which 
exists for making laws. Sir, the organization of a Legislature asa 
body to make laws, the distribution of legislative power between 
the senate, house, and governor, are prescribed by the constitution of 
a State; they are things fundamental, and cannot be prescribed by a 
State Legislature or altered by Con 

The reservation of power to Congress which this section contains 
is absolntely conclusive. But, sir, if there could be any doubt abont 
this construction, it has long since been settled by the usage which 
had, before the enactment of the statute of 1866, become almost uni- 
versal of electing Senators by a majority of all the members in one 
assembly, 

In a report made in the Senate March 11, 1857, in the case of Hon. 
Simon Cameron, of Pennsylvania, this very point arose. I will thank 
the Senator from Florida to read it to the Senate, 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I will read the case referred to. 

The report, after reciting such part of the law of Pennsylvania as 
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directs the mode of counting the vote for United States Senator, pro- 
ceeds as follows: 
But the same law also provides that at the hour of twelve on the second Tuesday 


in January next preceding the expiration of the constitutional term of a Senator 
ey members of both Houses shall meet in convention in the chamber of the house 


representatives and choose a Senator, viva voce, from the persons nominated as 
aforesaid ; and it also expressly provides that the who shall receive the 
votes of a majority of the members present shall be declared duly elected. 


The report, after going on to state that this provision of the law was 
observed in the election of Mr, Cameron as United States Senator, 
concludes as follows: 

er that there was not a concurrent majority of each house in favor of 
the declared to be elected is equally untenable under the statute of Penn- 
sylvania snd the uniform practical construction of the Federal Constitution for the 
last half century. 

Mr. LAMAR. We are now prepared to recur to the question whether 

the members of the two houses, being à majority of the aggregate 
membership of the Legislature, could legally meet in joint conven- 
tion, not in their capacity as two organized bodies but as individual 
members, to elect a United States Senator. This question is settled 
by the provisions of the law of Congress under which the election for 
Senator was conducted in South Carolina. I think there can be no 
doubt, in view of the provisions of the Constitution already cited 
and their uniform practical construction for the last half century, of 
the constitutionality of this law. 
It is well known that before the passage of this statute it was not 
an unfrequent practice, when the two houses of a Legislature were 
of opposite politics, for one of them, having a minority in the joint bal- 
lot, torefuse to meet the other in convention, and thus defeat an election, 
depriving, for the time, the State of a Senator and the Senate of one 
of its constitutional members. To prevent this mischief and to in- 
sure the election of a Senator in spite of a recalcitrant house or sen- 
ate, the law of 1866 was passed, to some of the provisions of which I 
desire now to ask attention: 

Such election shall be conducted in the following manner: Each house shall 
openly, by a viva voce vote of each member present, name one person for Senator 
in Congress from such State, and the name of the persan so voted for who receives 
a majority of the whole number of votes cast in each house shall be entered on 
the of that house by the clerk or secretary thereof ; or, if either houso fails 
to such majority to any person on that day, the fact shall be entered on the 
iournal, At twelve o'clock meridian of the day following that on which proceed- 

are required to tako place as aforesaid, the members of the two houses— 


I ask attention to this expression; not the two houses as distinct 
bodies, but “the members of the two houses ”— 
shall convene in joint assembly, and the jonrnal of each house shall then be read; 
and if the same pana has received a se Sig! of all the votes in each house he 
shall be declared duly elected Senator. But, if the same person has not received 
a majority of the votes in each house or if either house has failed to take proceed- 
ings as required by this section, the joint assembly shall then proceed to choose, 
by a viva voce vote of member present, a person for Senator; and the person 
who receives a majority of all the votes of the joint assembly, a majority of all tho 
members elected to both houses being present and voting, shall be declared duly 
elected. If no person receives such majority on the first day, the joint assembly 
shall meet at twelve o'clock of cach succeeding day during the session of the Logs- 
lature, and shall take at least one vote until a Senator is elected. 


In analyzing theso provisions we find that in order to convene in 
this joint assembly it is not necessary that either house shall form- 
ally adopt a resolution to do so. The Jaw is clear and peremptory, 
ri it bears directly on each individual member: “the members of the 
two houses shall convene,” Co. A resolution by either house is not 
needed, and a refusal Le races would be a nullity in its binding 
effect upon its own members, 

Sir, the proceedings of the body which elected General Butler wero 
in perfect conformity to the requirements of this statute. The mem- 
bers of the Legislature, “a majority of the members elected to both 
houses,” did meet in joint assembly, they did then proceed to choose, 
by a viva voce vote of each member present, a person for Senator; 
General Butler was the person who received a majority of all the 
votes and was declared to be duly elected. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Would it disturb the Senator if I should ask 
bim a question? I do not wish to disturb him, but I should like to 
ask a question for my own information at this point. 

Mr. AR. On this point? 

Mr. MITCHELL. Yes, sir; on this point. 

Mr. LAMAR. Very well. 

Mr. MITCHELL. If it will not disturb the Senator 

Mr. LAMAR. Oh, no. 

Mr. MITCHELL, Before I ask the question, if the Senator will 
allow me I will state what I understand to be the facts of this case, 
because I am inclined to a with the Senator 

Mr. LAMAR. No; I do not wish to get into a controversy about the 


facts. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Very well, then, I will ask the question directly. 
Suppose on the day fixed by the Constitution and laws for the elec- 
tion of a Senator of the United States, the house of representatives, 
which is always the larger body, composed of the most members, 

roceeds to vote in accordance with the provisions of the statute that 

as just been read by the Senator. Suppose the senate, which is 
the smaller body, does not vote, for any reason; suppose it does not 
meet ; there is no record made as contemplated by the statute either 
that a vote was given or that a vote was not given. Suppose then 
on the next day, the time fixed in the statute for the meeting of the 
joint convention, the house of representatives meets alone, all the 


members of the house are present, if you please, or at least enough 
of the members of the house are present to constitute a majority of 
the whole number of the house and senate, but no members of the 
senate appear. Now, what I want to know, as bearing upon other 


questions that may arise here and prepa to some extent upon this 
question, is, would an election of Senator by the members of the 
house, a majority in number of all the members of the house and 
senate voting for the candidate, be a good election under that law ? 
I ask that because I think it has an important bearing, if not on this 
2 upon other cases that we shall be called upon very soon to de- 
cide. j 

Mr. LAMAR. If I understand the Senator, his question is, would 
an election by one house alone, which honse had a majority of the 
joint assembly, be an election of Senator? I think not, 

Mr. MITCHELL. That is my question. 

Mr. LAMAR. I think it would not, 

Mr. MITCHELL. Then one other question right in that connec- 
tion. Suppose the senate does not meet on the day fixed for an elec- 
tion, takes no action whatever in reference to that election, makes no 
record either of an election or of a refusal to vote; in other words, 
there is no journal entry either upon that subject or npon any other 
subject on that day; but still afterward, on the day fixed for the joint 
convention, the house of representatives together with one, two, 
three, or six members of that senate which did not vote on the pre- 
vious day meet together and vote, a majority of the whole number, 
is that a good election ? 

Mr. THURMAN, The Senator from Mississippi will permit me one 
moment. Suppose the day on which the house votes is a day when it 
was the duty under the act of Congress for the senators to vote. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I assume that, of course. 

Mr. THURMAN. Can the senate prevent an election by adjourn- 
ing or keeping no journal? Is it not the duty of the senators to at- 
tend? And cau they defeat an election by keeping no journal or. 
not voting separately? 

Mr. MITCHELL. Very well. Then comes the question I asked 
tho honorable Senator from 3 a moment ago: In the event 
that they did refuse to vote and in the event that they did refuse to 
attend the joint convention, would an election by the members of the 
house alone, euough members of the house voting to constitute a 
majority of the whole senate and the whole house, be a good elec- 
tion? My friend says not. The doctors on the democratic side differ 
radically on that point. 

Mr. HILL. It would be a good election by tho very language of 
the act of 1866, by the very purpose of that act. It was intended to 

revent the defeat of an election of Senator by the failure of one 

onse to act. 

Mr. MITCHELL, I think it was, too; but I am not satisfied as to 
the point I put to the Senotor from Mississippi. 

Mr. LAMAR. By the law, a quorum of the joint assembly consists 
of a majority of the whole number of both houses and not a majority 
of each house; and when the gentleman speaks of there being no 
notification and no determination of the senate to go into joint ses- 
sion, the statute itself provides that the members of the senate or of 
the house, from either house, shall act. Whether the house or senate 
as an organized body refuses or not, the statute operates directly 
upon the members of the joint assembly individually, and they can 
act in obedience to the provision of the statute and meet in joint as- 
sembly and elect a Senator, provided there is a majority of the whole 
number of both houses present. The language of the statute is that 
the members of the two houses shall convene, which precludes the 
idea of an election by a single body. The statute prevents the de- 
feat of an election by any action that either house may take or refuse 
to take, Its terms are “if either house has failed to take proceedings 
as required by this section, the joint assembly shall proceed to choose,” 
Ko. From this it is clear that neither can prevent an election by re- 
fusing to meet the other or by any other mode of non-action, nor can 
a majority of either house prevent an election by non-attendance, for 
a mere minority of the members of either house can by convening in 
sont Assembly with those of the others provine a majority of both 

ouses are present) proceed to choose, The statute, however, does 
not, in my opinion, provide for an election solely by the members of 
one house. 

This construction of this act of Congress is the one placed upon it 
by its 8 when it became a law. It was repeatedly indicated 
in the debate when the measure was pending. The question was 
asked by Senator Clark, who I believe reported the bill, whether the 
pies have just quoted, “a majority of all the members elected to 

oth houses being present and voting,” meant that it required a ma- 
jority of each house to be present or a majority of both houses, and 
he answered very explicitly “It means a majority of both present ; 
there is to be a majority of the two 8 as one body.” The ob- 
ject is obvious. either house can by its factiousness refuse to go 
into a joint convention from any cause, a non-recognition of tho co- 
ordinate branch of the Legislature, or for any other reason or on 
any pretext refuses to go into joint convention it is thus enabled bya 
bare ority to disfranchise the minority of its members of their 
right to vote for a Senator and to absolve them from their constitu- 
tional duty. 

This law steps in and authorizes a convention of the members of 
the two houses, the only condition being the presence and voting of 
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a majority of the members of both. There is but one escape from 
this conclusion, and that is that the Wallace house was not the house 
of representatives and that Mr. Corbin was elected on the first day 
by the separate votes of the senate and the Mackey house. I now 
undertake to make good the proposition stated at the outset of these 
remarks, that the Mackey house was not the legal house of representa- 
tives in that General Assembly, having not even the semblance of 
legality, with no inherent power of existence. It could not have 
elected Mr. Corbin asa separate body by its own separate vote, for it 
did not at any time have a quoram. This can be made very mani- 
fest by a referonce to the constitution of South Carolina. It says: 

The house of representatives sball consist of one hundred and twenty-four 
members, to be apportioned among the several counties according to the number 
of inhabitants in each, and a majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to 
do business. 

Now, sir, what is the plain meaning, the literal sense of these 
clauses? Is it that the house shall consist of as many members as 
the board of canvassers shall return and certify to, no matter how 
small that number may be? No, sir, it means what it says, that the 
house shall consist of one hundred and twenty-four members, and 
that a majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business. 
This construction of the constitution of South Carolina has been es- 
tablished by the supreme court of that State, a tribunal whose decis- 
ions are the law of the State, binding upon the people of the State 
and which the courts of the United States are bound to recognize and 
enforce. I do not claim that this decision is binding upon this body 
upon the question of the election of a Senator, but it certainly is en- 
titled to the highest consideration as the ju ent pronounced by the 
appropriate organ for construing the constitution and laws of that 
State, That court decided in this very matter of the validity of 
these two houses that a quorum of the house was a majority of the 
membership of that body, as fixed by the constitution, and that the 
Mackey house had never a quorum. 

This view is held and insisted upon by writers on parliamenta: 
law of the highest authority. I have fare Cushing’s work, whic 
sustains this position. I shall not take the time of the Senate in 
reading it, but ask, if consistent with the u of the Senate, to in- 
corporate an extract from it and other authorities in my printed 
remarks: 

Sec. 261. When the number of which an assembly may consist at any given time 
is fixed by the constitution, an aliquot p on is required in order to consti- 
tute a quorum; the number of which such an assembly may consist, and not the 
number of which it does in fact consist at the time in question, is the number of 
the assembly, and the number necessary to constitute a quorum is to be reckoned 
accordingly. 

Again: 

Thus in the Senate of the United States, to which by the Constitution each State 
in the Union may elect two members, and which may consequently consis(bf two 
members from each State, the quorum is a majority of that number whether the 
States have all exercised their constitutional right or not. Soin the second branch 
of Congress, in which by the Constitution the whole number of Representatives of 
which the House may consist is fixed by the last apportionment increased by the 
numbers of members to which newly admitted States may be entitled, the quorum 
is a majority of the whole number including the number to which such new States 


may be entitled, whether they havo elected members or not, and making no deduc- 
tions on account of vacant districts. 


In this position the writer is sustained by the action of both the 
United States Senate and House of Representatives. In a very large 
. of the cases decided by them both these bodies have 

neld that a quorum consists of a majority of the entire body as fixed 
by the Constitution and laws, and not of the members chosen. There 
are a few exceptions to this N but they are very few, and rest- 
ing on special reasons not applicable to this case. Sir, there is not a 
department of the government now existing in South Carolina which 
recognizes the validity of the Mackey house. Knit together in the 
first instance it was the mere web of the moment. 

Now, sir, as to the validity of the Wallace house which partici- 
pers in the joint assembly that elected General Butler. I have seen 

ut one objection to it which I think needs reply. It is that in order 
to constitute a quorum the eight members elected from Edgefield and 
Laurens, who held no certificates of election, were allowed to partici- 
pate in the orig'nal organization of the body. I admit the general 
rule is that the usual certificate of election is the prima facie evidence 
of a right to take part in the organization of alegislative body. This 
rule, however, is subject to some well-established exceptions. Where 
the certificate is withheld by the unconstitutional and lawless refusal 
of the certifying officer to give it, it has been decided that the pro- 
ceedings of a court establishing the right of the party to the certifi- 
cate may be presented as equivalent in law to the certificate itself. 
The supremg court, which I repeat is the appropriate organ for 
the constru€tion of the laws of that State bath fundamental and 
statute, held that the evidence which these eight elected members 
held entitled them to admission to the floor for the purposes of organ- 
ization. But there is another exception to the general rule in rela- 
tion to the prima facie right which a certificate gives, and this case 
falls entirely within its principle. It is stated by Mr. MeCrary in 
his work on the Law of American Elections. In section 517 he says: 

Where a State Legislature, which ought to be a unit, is divided into two bodies, 
one of which is composed of a majority of the members elected, but not a majorit; 
of the numbers returned ; if this y assumes to be the Legislature, and as suc 
elects a Senator in Congress, and if afterward the two podios unite, the validity 


of such election of Senator will depend, not the question whether the persons 
composing that body were prima facie entitled to ofice, butupon the question . 


were in fact so entitled. Whether this rule would apply when two bodies re- 

mained permanently separated was not decided, for the question did not arise. 
That it shonld apply to a case like the one under consideration is manifest, from the 
consideration that to adopt the opposita rule would b>, in effect, to ay that a mi- 
nority of the members elected to consolidated slaturo, being itself the jud 
as to who was and who was not elected, shall be held to have composed the 
uine see would be yä gar e above . eo to * 3 
mer! out of regard to the final apy an 0 

ima facie evidence of the title to aroia bers, catagory a decision could be 
Tased, has been set aside and overcome by subsequent proof. 


Such, sir, was the history of the case now before the Senate. The 
house of representatives was divided into two bodies, each assert- 


ing itself to be the house of representatives, the Mackey body and 


the Wallace house. The Wallace house was composed of a majority 
of the members elected, and not a majority of members certified to. 
It did assume to be the legal honse and did unite in a joint assembly 
with senators to elect a Senator. These two rival ies did after- 
ward blend into one, the Mackey house dissolving and thirty-four 
of its members taking their seats in the Wallace house, which is to- 
day recognized by every department of the two governments, State 
and Federal, unless this Senate by its action in this case withholds 
its recognition, 

And now, sir, which of the two claimants for seats here represents 
the real constitution of society and government in that State? Mr. 
Corbin? No, sir. There is throughout the length and breadth of that 
Commonwealth not one single institution or interest or element of 
society of which he can be called the representative. In a seat hero 
he would simply be the prodasr and exponent of a system that has 
p away. He would be the representative of those half civil 
and half military governments, the creations of Federal power, in- 
stituted and forced upon these southern communities to carry them 
from the disorganization into which they had been hurled to recon- 
struction. 

General Butler, if admitted to a seat on this floor, will represent 
the existing established order. 

I shall have to ask the Senate to excnse me. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, if the Senator will yield to a 
motion to adjourn, I will move an adjournment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Dawes in the chair.) It is 
moved by the Senator from North Carolina that the Senate do now 


ourn. 
Ir. GORDON. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from North Caro- 
lina yield to the Senator from Georgia? 

Mr. GORDON. I should like to have an executive session. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I will change my motion, with permission, and 
move that the Senate go into executive session. 

Mr. CONKLING, ill the honorable Senator withhold his motion 
for one moment? 

Mr. MERRIMON. Les, sir. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I inquire whether the Senator who has the 
floor is unable to go on; in other words whether the motion is made 
for his convenience! 

Mr. GORDON. He is too unwell to go on. 

After a short colloquy between Sonais | 
r. LAMAR. Mr. President, I will p with my remarks. 

Mr. CONKLING. I hope the honorable Senator from Mississippi 
will not proceed in ee pas of any apparent objection by me. 

Mr. LAMAR. Not at all. 

Mr. CONKLING. I was simply inquiring whether it would not 
convenience him as much to allow some other Senator to take the 
floor and to proceed to conclude his remarks afterwards, as it would 
to have an adjournment now, eee time thereby ? 

Mr, LAMAR.. I have not changed my mind in consequence of any- 
thing that fell from the Senator from New York. I will resume my 
remarks at the point at which I left off. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Mississippi is en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. LAMAR. I was observing, Mr. President, that the represent- 
ative of society in South Carolina as it now exists, between these two 
claimants for the Senate, is General Butler; and if there be any diffi- 
culty about the subtlety of this question, that fact of itself ought to 
solve the problem. What is the Legislature of South Carolina at this 
time? Itis the Legislature which elected him. Where is the body 
that attempted to elect Mr. Corbin? It never had an existence. I 
can see bnt one reason that can operate upon gentlemen for voting 
against the admission of General Butler. There have been some that 
have been mentioned, but none have been suggested which strike me 
as touching his title as a Senator on this floor. 

Gentlemen speak and have thrown out remarks when this motion 
was first made about transferring the majority of this body from the 
republican side to the democratic side by the admission of these Sen- 
ators who are applying here. Sir, let me state to Senators that there 
is no possibility, no power whatever, to prevent results which are now 
going on in the politics of this country by vain efforts to keep Sena- 
tors who have been elected out of their seats upon this floor, and 
maintaining the power by putting Senators in who have no constit- 
uency whatever. The doom of that party is already sealed. It is in 


a minority in this country at this time, and it has been in a minority 

for many years, and nothing that they can do here will prevent their 

final overthrow. , 
I find, sir, that I am too unwell to go on with my remarks. 
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Repeal of the Resumption Act. 


SPEECH OF HON. H. L. HUMPHREY, 


OF WISCONSIN, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday, November 23, 1877, 
On the bill (H. R. No. £05) to repeal the third section of the act entitled! An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments,” and amendments thereto. 

Mr. HUMPHREY, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Fort] has kindly yielded to me five minutes of his time. I desire to 
state briefly the reasons which impel me to cast my vote for his amend- 
ment. Personally I am in favor of specie resumption, and as the act 
of 1875 has stood so long I think it would be best not to disturb it, for 
if we can resume on the Ist day of January, 1879, every pinige of 
honor and good faith would make it necessary that we should do so. 
In fact, if it were possible, I should be in favor of specie resumption on 
the Ist day of January, 1878, for I have steadily adhered to the view 
that it is our duty to resume at the earliest period the resources of our 
country will permit. The act of March, 1869, pledges the faith of the 
nation to redeem all its obligations, greenbacks as well as bonds, in 
coin. I believe I represent a republican constituency who hold the 
principle involved in this act as fundamental and behind which they 
stand immovable. Sir, I have taken some pains to ascertain their 
views upon the question of the repeal of the date of resumption, and 
Iam firmly convinced that while they are in favor of specie pay- 
ment, of hard money, and sound currency, yet they view with uneasi- 
ness any interference on the part of Congress in fixing the date of 
resumption, A Jarge number of republicans in my district in whom 
I have confidence aud who are in favor of resumption, who I believe 
represent the sentiment of my district among republicans, have fre- 
quently expressed their views on this subject and in substance stated 
that they believed it would be far better to repeal the date of re- 
sumption and let the Government marshal its resources and move 
steadily and fearlessly on until it had attained that result. The 
question, therefore, for me to determine, as their I hy extn is 
whether I shall follow my own personal views at this juncture or 
represent what I believe to be the wishes of my constituency and 
vote forit. In this question lies the point of difference between two 
classes of resumptionists. One class believe that we should adhere to 
the act of January, 1875, while the other class believe that it is bet- 
ter that no date should be fixed for resumption by any legislative act. 

They reason in this wise: That in order to resume the people must 
have that to sell in the markets of the world which will draw tothe 
coffers of the country coin sufficient to enable the Government to re- 
deem its obligations; that if the people have not such products to 
sell, the only course then left is to throw their securities in the shape 
of bonds upon the markets of the world and obtain by a sale thereof 
coin sufficient for that purpose; that under the act of March, 1869, it 
is made the duty of the Government, by the various methods that are 
practicable, to draw to its Treasury the coin to redeem its obliga- 
tions at as early a period as with safety to the material interests of 
the country is permissible. Without stopping to discuss the sound- 
ness of this position I may say that in my judgment it is much more 
sound than the position of those extreme resumptionists who oppose 
the remonetization of silver. The question with me is whether I 
shall defer to the views of those whom I represent, or whether I shall 
disregard what I conceive to be their wishes on this subject and cast 
my vote in accordance with my theory in regard to this matter of 
resumption. 

Probably 85 per cent. of the republican voters of my district are 
in favor of resumption, but I firmly believe that a very small por- 
tion of that 85 per cent. believe that it is wise to fix any particalar 
date for resumption, the large majority holding that it is the duty of 
the Government to fulfill the pledges made by the act of 1869 by re- 
suming specie payment at the earliest period practicable, and that 
resumption will thus come surely and safely without distress either to 
the people or the business interests of the country. In considering 
this question I have come to the conclusion that it is my duty to re- 
fleet their views instead of my own. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, in order 
to faithfully represent the people of my district, I feel it incumbent 
upon me to vote for the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois. 


Remonetization of Silver. 


SPEECH OF HON. JOHN B. CLARK, JR., 


OF MISSOURI, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday, November 16, 1877, 
On the bill (H. R. No. £05) to repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I approach the discussion 
of the remonetization of silver with diffidence, not being in any sense 
of the word an educated financier. But I am emboldened to express 


the thoughts I have in the hope that every contribution on this sub- 
ject, whether from the lips of farmer, lawyer, or banker, will be wel- 
comed by those who are seeking the truth. That the truth is wanted 
is best illustrated by the wide difference of opinion entertained and 
the earnest manner in which all classes of society, rich and poor alike, 
are now discussing the subject. Weare all earnest insearching for a 
true solution of the question, one that will do justice, exact justice, 
to all the people of this broad country. 

It is not proposed by ee e siver to promote the interests 
of the banker or the farmer, the bondholder or the laborer, the 
debtor or the creditor, but to do the best and most fit thing for the 
interest of all these classes combined. The people are weary of class 
legislation, and demand at the hands of their Representatives an en- 
lightened and generous policy, which, while it protects the credit by 
maintaining the good faith of the Government, will also accord to 
the people a fair and full measure of justice. I shall attempt to ex- 
amine the subject, impelled by considerations of this character, 
firmly believing that exact justice can only be meted ont to all con- 
cerned hy repealing the legislation of 1873 and again making the 
silver dollar of the Constitution a legal tender for all amounts and 
for all debts, public and private. 

Let us examine then and see if the demonetization of silver was a 
popar remedy for the evils which existed in the country. We were 

n financial distress as a people; business men had lost their accus- 
tomed energy; there was a fear throughout the land that general 
bankruptcy was impending. In this condition of things it would 
have been manifestly absurd to inaugurate à policy which would 
have produced an increase of the price of money, as the proposition 
will not be controverted that as the ean of money is made dear 
all other commodities decrease in value in the same KOR 
This would have made the existing distress only more distressful. 
The demonetization of silver did increase the price of gold. It was 
the only legal tender left with which to pay all debts, the demand 
making it scarce and consequently valuable. Gold at this conse- 
quent increased price became the meusure of all debts, public and 
private, and thus inereased the principal of the debt in exact propor- 
tion as its value was enhanced, and reduced the value of all other 
commodities. 

What, then, was the effect of this legislation? Did it operate on 
all classes, the debtor and creditor, alike? Or did this rise in gold 
only make the creditor prosperous, as he alone received or could de- 
mand it? The debtor had no option, with his debt increased and his 
property, the basis of his paying power, depreciated, but to payin gold. 

he profit of demonetization was confined to a elass, a very small 
proportion of the people, while the loss was as wide-spread as the 
distribution of values, . all classes and conditions of so- 
ciety. The profit was confined exclusively to those who owned money. 
the non-producing, non-tax-paying class, while the loss was imposed 
upon all other kinds of property, stretching the sinews of every pro- 
ducer in the land to an unnatural tension, and involving inits pinch- 
ing and merciless exactions the bankruptcy of the employer, closely 
followed by the destitution and want of the employed. 

Is it necessary for me to say, Mr. Speaker, that it is a forbidding and 
unhealthy condition of affairs which produces prosperity alone for 
the prosperous and adds a heavier weight te the burdens of the 
unfortunate, which feeds alone the pampered appetite and takes the 
bread from the mouths of the hungry and destitute? Is not this the 
result of demonetization ? 

The power is placed in the hands of the creditor of demanding and 
enforcing the payment of his debt in gold, for all contracts mado on 
the basis of a doublestandard must be readjusted to accord with the 
enhanced value of the single standard, that enhanced value enrich- 
ing the creditor and impoverishing the debter. 

ut we are told that all parties who eontracted debts must have 
contemplated a return to specie payment, and, as no considerable 
amount of silver had been coined in this country for many years, that 
the specie resumption meant must have been that of the gold stand- 
ard. The answer to this is that silver during all these years was the 
dearer metal and therefore not used in the payment of debts. Its 
market value was greater than its mint value, which made it more 
valuable for exportation as merchandise than money. Under these 
circumstances no owner of silver bullion would take it to the mint 
to be coined into money worth less than the bullion, and the Gov- 
ernment would not purchase bullion for coinage, because it could 
only be done at a loss and would be immediately remelted and again 
sold as bullion. Therefore we assert that, while a return to specie 
payment was tn in contemplation, it was a specie payment of 
gold and silver. While the propriety of the single d standard 
was discussed in foreign countries, we aver it as an incdhtrovertible 
fact that it was never publicly discussed in this country prior to the 
act of 1873 demonetizing silver. 

No business interest has ever publicly insisted that a single stand- 
ard was necessary to bring peace and prosperity to our country. If 
there ever was prior to this time a resolution of a State Legislature, 
or a pas board of trade, or a town council, or a village meeting, or, 
least reliable of all, a petition asking the Representatives of the peo- 
ple to de from the double standard of the Constitution, the stand- 


ard by which all the values of the country had been measured from 
the birth of the Government to the day of demonetization, it has 
never come to my knowledge. There was an 


intercst that favored 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


67 


it, but it was stealthy and secret in its movement, and never dared 


to provoke a public ussion. Even when the bill passed the House 
of resentatives we look in vain for an expression of opinion in 
re to its merits. The importance of the measure must have been 
apparent to all, and the fact that it stealthily crept through Con- 
gress, obscurely hid away in the mysteries of a voluminous bill, with- 
out challenge and without debate, shows beyond question that abso- 
lute wrong was intended. 

Therefore there never could have been a moment prior to 1873 
when any debtor contemplated a return to a specie resumption with 
the single standard. 

Neither did any pledge of the Government made to its own citizens 
or foreign bondholders require its demonetization. Since the act of 
1869, entitled “An act to strengthen the public credit,” approved 
March, 1869, the word coin has been used uniformly in all legislative 
acts in reference to our national indebtedness, meaning, as plainly 
as language can convey a meaning, coin of the United States at 
that date, coin of silver and gold. The word gold could have been 
written as easily, and would have left no doubt of the meaning; and 
unless deception was intended the act would have read “gold” in- 
stead of “coin.” The original contract, as interpreted by the delib- 
erate act of 1869, meant beyond question the gold and silver coin of 
the United States. If these bonds are paid in one coin to the exclu- 
sion of another coin made more valuable than that stipulated for in 
the original contract, it is clear that the purchaser is given an ad- 
vantage over the Government never contemplated by the laws, and 
one which the purchaser had no moral or legal right to expect. The 
dee could only expect the Government to pay its debt accord- 

ng to the promise stipulated at the time the bond was created. 

"he Government usually exacts of its citizens a full compliance of 
the contract before it pays the price, but in this instance the non- 
producing bondholder, who can bear a loss, if auy is to be sustained, 
with less detriment than the manufacturer or laborer, is to be made the 
favorite uf the Government, to the t injury of all other interests. 

What would be said of an individual who had entered into a con- 
tract with another individual in the i 1869 to pay a promissory 
note in 1877 in “coin,” in discharge of his obligation, when “coin” 
beyond 1 meant gold and silver, if before the day of payment 
arrived he should apply to Congress to demonetize one of these classes 
of coin, thereby increasing the value of the other, and compel the 
debtor to cancel his obligation in this appreciated coin? Thesublime 
audacity of such an attempt wonld excite the just indignation of 
every honorable man; and yet this is what we have done for those 
who hold the bonds of the United States. 

But it is said that over production of silver in American mines will 
continually reduce its value and therefore destroy its desirability or 
usefulness as money. What are the facts? The world was satisfied 
with gold and silver up to the year 1850; for up to that period there 
had never been a movement worth mentioning looking to general 
demonetization, on account of the alleged over production of either 
gold or silver. The excessive production must have occurred since 

850, and we ask if there has been such an excessive production of 
silver since that time as to demand its demonetization? The follow- 
ing table gives the production of gold and silver throughout the 
world from 1852 to 1575, as well as the shipments of silver to India 
and China during the same period. The table is taken from the 
report made to the English House of Commons in July, 1876: 


Total product and oriental absorption of gold and silver, 1852-1875. 


Years, 
Gold. 

1852 ...... £36, 550,000 | £8, 120,000 | £2, 630,000 or 22, 630, 000 
31, 090, 000 8, 120, 000 4, 710, 000 4, 710, 000 

25, 490, 000 8, 120, 000 3, 130, 000 1, 450, 000 4, 580, 000 

27, 015, 000 8, 120, 000 6, 410, 000 1, 520, 000 7, 980, 000 

29, 520, 000 8, 130, 000 12, 120, 000 2,000,000 | 14, 120, 000 

26, 655, 0CO 8, 130, 000 16, 800, 000 3, 350,000 | 20, 150, 000 

24, 930, 000 8, 130, 000 4, 780, 000 910, 000 5, 690, 000 

24, 970, 000 8, 150, 000 14, 830, 000 1, 520,000 | 16, 350, 000 

23, 850, 000 8, 160, 000 8, 040, 000 2, 760,000 | 10, 800, 000 

22, 760, 000 8, 540, 000 6, 840, 000 2, 020, 000 8, 860, 000 

21, 550, 000 9, 040, 000 10 140, 000 4,460,000 | 14, 600, 000 

21, 390, 000 9, 840, 000 8, 210, 000 6, 920,000 | 15, 120, 000 

22, 600, 009 10, 340, 000 6, 175, 000 10, 680,000 | 16, 855, 000 

24, 040, 000 10, 390, 000 3, 620, 000 6, 120, 000 9, 740, 009 

A, 220, 000 10, 145, 000 2, 370, 000 4, 700, 000 7, 070, 000 

22, 805, 000 10, 845, 000 640, 000 1, 410, 000 2, 050, 000 

21, 945, 000 10, 045, 000 1, 650, 000 1, 910, 000 3, 560, 000 

21, 245, 000 9, 500, 000 2, 340, 000 4, 220, 000 6, 560, 000 

21, 370, 000 10, 315, 000 1, 920, 000 300, 000 2, 220, 000 

21, 400, 000 12, 210, 000 3, 650, 000 250, 000 3, 900, 000 

19, 910, 000 13, 050, 000 6, 280, 000 250, 000 6, 530, 000 

19, 240, 000 14, 050, 000 3, 360, 000 110, 000 3, 470, 000 

18,1 14, 300, 000 6, 840, 000 930, 000 7, 770, 000 

19, 000 16, 100, 000 4, 000, 000 540, 000 4, 540, 000 

Total...) 572,195,000 | 241,890,000 | 141, 485, 000 58, 330, 000 | 199, 815, 000 


If we reduce these sums to dollars we have— 
Total production of gold sates tees re LER E $2, 860, 975, 000 
Total produetion ef silver......... . 1, 209, 450, 000 


Dr. Linderman, Director of the United States Mint, reports in 
March, 1876, the production of gold in the United States from 1845 to 
1875 81.323. 786,769 and the production of silver for the same period 
8253, 000,000. If excessive production be a cause for demonetization 
these figures clearly indicate that gold, and not silver, is the metal 
most seriously threatened. 

It is objected that the unlimited coinage of silver will inflate the 
circulation to such an extent that commerce will be deranged and 
business enterprise impeded, followed by their usual companions, 
disaster, bankruptcy and ruin; and that the same result will follow 
silver inflation as resulted from paper-money inflation during and 
after the war. One cannot be justly compared with the other because 
there is no parallel between paper and metallic currency; because 
when paper is even legal tender for all debts, public and private, itis 
only national, while silver is a legal tender for all debts at home and 
is international, and as such has a commercial value. 

Paper has no intrinsic value, while silver has a very high intrinsic 
value the world over, bein the standard of value of many nations 
and the second most valuable commodity known to the world’s com- 
merce. This intrinsic value is not altered by overtrading, neither 
by the amonnt of exports nor imports, nor the balance of trade, and 
legislatures can only depreciate it by destreying or abridging its use 
as money. When governments totter or fall, their paper depreciates 
and finally becomes worthless, except, perhaps, as the sad souvenir 
of hopes that have perished with the lost cause. But when war and 
the desolations that follow in its track have scorched and withered up 
the land, silver and gold, of all property, of all commodities, come out 
of = fiery ordeal with full intrinsic worth and almost unchaugeable 
value. 

If we coin into dollars all the productions of our mines it does not 
increase the amount of bullion that goes into the world’s commerce, 
but it does increase the demand for it as money, and inasmuch as it 
will be used for money in this country the bullion for export will be de- 
creased. The unlimited coi of silver willincreaso the demand for 
it, and consequently its intrinsic value. Then, if all the silver which 
can be coined or imported to our shores will not change its intrinsic 
worth, why should we dread the increase to a very t extent of 
this one of the most valuable of the world’s commuuities? It is dif- 
ferent from paper money also in the fact that in panics you do not 
have to go to any bank for its redemption, neither does it cost the 
people any burden of taxation to sustain it. There is no sham or 
false promise about it. 

Is it not a fact, however, that we will have an immediate use for 
all the silver that can be coined by our mints, even up to the entire 
yearly production of our mines? The estimate of Dr. Linderman of 
the annual yield of silver is $38,950,000, which I believe is an over- 
estimate. But suppose we coin it all for a number of yoan eang 
none for the arts, for abrasion, or loss, or exports, and still we wi 
have use for it if we make silver a legal tender for any amount and 
for all debts public and private. The silver mining of the world is 
insignificant compared with that of America, and the flood, if it comes 
at all, must be from this source or from coin and bullion in the keep- 
ing of nations that have no use for it and wish to sell it. This could 
not certainly occur with those nations where the silver standard pre- 
vails, for the standard coin is never made merchandise, and nations 
with the 2 gold standard do not accumulate silver for sale. 

So far as I know Germany is the only country now selling silver, 
with probably $150,000,000, but even Germany will probably only dis- 
pose of a small part of that amount. Then the only source whence 
this threatened flood can come is Germany and other Euro na- 
tions which may demonetize silver but probably will not. Ont of 
the supply from these sources we must also subtract the export de- 
mand to fill that great draining reservoir of silver, Asia and the east. 
To form an estimate of that demand, what it has been and what it 
may be in the future, I refer to the table already quoted. We must 
also take from it the demand for the arts, for watches, plate, knives 
and forks, and the thousand and one uses that are growing with the 
advance of wealth and civilization, and also the decrease of the exist- 
ing stock by abrasion and loss. It is impossible to even approximate 
the amount thus consumed and destroyed, but every one conversant 
with the history of the times knows that it must reach an enor- 
mous amount and will continue to increase. We therefore dismiss 
the objection that we are in danger of having so much silver that it 
wal . as unsustained by the history of its supply and 

emand. 

The demonetization of silver has clearly unsettled the price of 
money by increasing the price of gold and decreasing the price of 
silver. ld will purchase more land or merchandise and silver ! 
and this rise in the value of money has been followed by the usun 
result, a fluctuation of values, enterprise has been discouraged, and 
productive industry checked. 

The advocates of the single gold standard insist that it should be 
adopted becanse its value is least variable and least subject to fluctua- 
tion. It is desirable that money should be as nearly unchangeable 
in value as is ible. Ihave not time to give the tables of the 
fluctuations of the precious metals, but I assert that it is a fact that 
the fall of gold has been as sudden and complete as has ever been 
the fall or decline of silver. The discovery and immense production 
of gold in California and Australia in 1850 so unsettled its price that 
European nations were almost frightened te the single silver stand- 
ard as the most reliable. 
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The simple fact that the demonetization of silver by this and Eu- 
ropean countries has been everywhere admitted to have greatly in- 
creased the purchasing power of gold, increased it in greater propor- 


tion than it depreciated silver, shows beyond question that its 
greatest permanence of value is derived from its association with 
silver as an unlimited legal tender. 

Again, looking to the comparative production of the precious met- 
als, silver and gold, that of gold being largely in excess of silver, as 
I have before stated in eee to show that the valne of gold 
will be more seriously distur in the future by the annual yield 
than the value of silver, These facts show clearly its non-exemption 
from the common fate of mutability, while the double legal tender 
combines the substantial advantages of both the single gold or single 
silver standard. The demand for one arouses the other, keeping up 
the equilibrum, and ee secures a stability in the value of 
money that cannot be looked for under any other system. 

If silver is to be permanently demonetized and a single gold stand- 
ard to be established the world over, the interesting problem to us 
will be, what effect the sudden demand for gold will have on all the 
business interests of the country? Who will it benefit and who will 
it injure? There is now estimated to be $1,100,000,000 of silver in the 
world, or about 18 per cent. of the supposed amount of existing metal- 

-lie legal tender. Now, suppose we withdraw this amount of metallic 
legal tender from the world’s circulation, what will be the value of 
gold and the corresponding decrease in the value of all other kinds 

‘of property 7 It is fearful to contemplate, and well may we inquire 
who is to be the beneficiary of this terrific exaction upon the world’s 

wealth. It is plain that all who have money wish a rise in its value, 
because it increases their wealth. It enables them to extend their 
possessions by taking in the land of their less fortunate neighbors 

Who have no money. It is a profit to the creditor at the expense of 
and the bankruptcy of the debtor; a benefit to the few at the ex- 
pense and impoverishment of the masses, and a profit to Europe at 
the expense of the United States. It is also equally plain that all 
classes of society, the debtor and creditor alike, will be best sub- 
served by a permanence in the value of money. 

By demonetization we take away from silver its legal-tender power, 
the value that is given to it by the legislature in the enactment cf laws. 

While gold and silver have an intrinsic value as merchandise their 
general and permanent value is derived from the fact that they are 
used by all nations as money, as a legal tender. If their use as money 
were discontinued their value to a very large extent would be de- 
stroyed. As, then, it is only the common consent or the legislative 
authority that can make a legal tender, it is obvious that the great 
underlying fundamental cause of the value of gold and silver is the 
fact that universal consent or universal legislation has made them 
money. Ofcourse the peculiar qualities of these metals, well adapted 
for their use as money, were the reason of their recommending them- 
selves to mankind; but the predominant quality of value was given 
‘to them when all nations determined to use them as money. 

That common consent taken from them or either of them of being 
a legal tender would leave them to their intrinsic value as merchan- 
dise, for use in the arts. Demonetization, then, is the subtraction of 
that value which is given to metals by the legislation decreeing that 
it shall not be money, leaving it with only its intrinsic value for 
other Purpose than money. That it shall be totally demonetized has 
never been thought of, but its money value is affected by partial de- 
monetization, and such has been the result of the action of European 
nations and the legislation of the United States in 1873. 

One of its functions being destroyed, the demand being dimin- 
ished, in that proportion it has lost its value. If this reasoning is 
good, then the restoration of its lost pomas and functions would 
give back to it its old money value and at the same time reduce the 

additional valne which was imparted to gold as the exclusive stand- 
ard, to the-value it had when demonetization was to. While 

n new use piyes new value to silver, its coming in direct competition 
alies zola or a common purpose reduces in that proportion the value 
0 

It is necessary for the purposes of resumption of specie payments 
that this should be the case. The easiest way to resume is the best 
-way, and it is plain that it is easier to resume with both metals as a 
legal tender than one.. Every energy of the people will be taxed, 
every nerve of industry and enterprise will be strained to its utmost 
8 to bring us back to resumption. It would therefore seem to 
be suicidal to deprive the people of any fair, honorable, and legal 
facility for a return to specie payments. The demonetization of sil- 
ver increases the difficulty of a return to specie payments exactly 
in eee as the money value of gold has been increased by the 
additional demand created by making it the single standard of value. 
Although we cannot tell what that new demand will be and how 
much the purchasing power of gold will be augmented by it, I pre- 
sume it will not be denied that it has been a considerable percentage 
and will grow in the future. 

The “increase in the value of money” is always followed by a fall 
of commodities. Shall we shut our eyes to the disastrons conse- 

uences that quickly follow contraction? In our over-anxiety to 
oster and protect the bonded indebtedness of the country we pro- 
eee a Korony of action that stands without a Uel. Is the 
nded debt to be the only subject of legislative solicitude, and the 
commerce, manufactures, industry and labor of the country to stand 
for nothing? - 8 —— — — 


But the advocates for a single gold standard insist that it would 
be wrong for the Government to attempt to pay its debts or permit 
individuals to pay theirs in a depreciated money. This is begging 
the question, for silver was depreciated by the act of demonetization. 
They also insist that the moral view of the question is in their favor. 
Who are the men that are so strong in the moral conviction that the 
“gold standard should not be degraded,” and that all debts must be 
measured by its value as appreciated by the demonetization of tilver? 

I pals ora it will be admitted by all parties to this controversy that 
the creditors alone constitute this class, and by creditors we mean 
all who hold obligations to pay, whether of individnals or govern- 
ments. Remember now it is assumed that a moral obligation exists 
to nper all this indebtedness in gold at its pent valne, and not its 
value when the obligation was assumed. assume it as a fact that 
most of the indebtedness of this people, whether individual or gov- 
ernnental, was contracted several years ago. The bunds were pur- 
chased with a depreciated money, the merchant sold his for 
the same money, taking an obligation not for gold, but for legal- 
tender 8 15 the debtor under a moral obligation to pay more 
dollars than he borrowed? I am not now speaking of the legal con- 
struction of the contract, but the moral obligation, that code which 
demands that“ we should do unto others es we would have them do 
unto us.” What is the moral obligation between borrower and 
lender? That every dollar borrowed should be scrupulously paid in 
a like dollar whether it be gold, silver, or paper, and not that the cred- 
itor or government for him should double every one of these dollars 
when the day of payment arrives. 

Suppose we illustrate: the farmer who owned one hundred acres of 
land, worth $20 an acre, borrowed of an eastern capitalist $1,000 of 
currency, which was worth at the time in gold ; contraction of 
the currency begins, and we grow nearer and nearer to an illusory 
resumption ; silver was demonetized, and then came a demand for 
gold to fill its place. Our farmer friend has been paying lawful in- 
terest on his debt each year, and the gold stand stealthily creep- 
ing up until he owes his creditor not $600 in gold, the money he bor- 
rowed, but an enormous increase of the principal. His farm had 
been mortgaged, and forthe same reason that the dollar was in- 
creased in purc hasing power the value of the farm had decreased in 
a relative proportion, and is thus swallowed up by the Christian 
creditor, who insists that a moral obligation demands that he shall 
receive more value than he put out at interest, and the homestead 
gues to meet this moral obligation. To illustrate again, the patriotic 
capitalist loans to the Government a depreciated currency and re- 
celves therefor a promise for 81 in lawful money. The same circum- 
stances that transferred the farmer’s homestead to the capitalist have 
appreciated the value of that bond above par, and the Government 
is considered to be under a moral obligation not to pay in lawful 
money, not to pay in coin, but to pay in gold coin alone; and, unless 
the gold coin is paid, our country is to indicted for repudiating 
its obligations. 

I merely make the inquiry of the ethical gentlemen who hold to 
this view, if any act of repudiation has occurred between the bor- 
rower and lender in either of these cases, has either been liberal and 
neither extortionate? Who has been guilty of spoliation upon the 
other rights and a wholesale distribution of values under cover of 
law, thus forcing a result to be deplored by every statesman, the im- 
poverishment of the poor and the fabulous increase of the fortunes 
of the rich! Is it a moral obligation to ignore the masses of men and 
select the fortunate few for its benefactions? Have the masses, who 
are the real producers, been oppressed and defrauded by an odious 
ran eee which makes a cheap dollar to loan to them and another 
dollar, a much dearer one, with which they must pay the creditor? 
These gentlemen assert that the dearest money is the best money for 
poor people, which may be granted as an original proposition, but 

ou gaye them the cheap money; they were deluded into borrowing 
it, and with their obligations in your pocket, based on its delusive 
value, you want dear money for the poor people, by which all obli- 
gations must be redeemed. The bonds were sold in France, where 
the double legal tender prevailed, and in Germany, where the silver 
standard prevailed. The double legal tender was all the time the 
law; and the experience of all peoples and all countries has shown 
that advantage had always been taken to pay in the cheaper metal. 
Both the United States and France at this very time had the double 
en WEAS law, and both were using gold because it was the cheaper 
metal. 

The princi organs of the creditor class, for a liar reason 
that io not | to understand, have persistently and with feverish 
energy sought to educate the masses into the belief that contraction 
wan tee only road back to our lost financial prestige as a nation, and 
that that contraction should be harsh in its expedition and followed 
up in every conceivable way. Taking advantage of the universal 
belief as well as experience of mankind that the inflation of our cur- 
rency cansed overtrading and speculation, which resulted in disaster 
and bankruptcy, they immediately go to the opposite extreme and 
demand not only the contraction of the currency, but also that the 
legal-tender quality of one of the precious metals of the Constitution 
shall be taken away and that gold alone shall be money. 

These organs asserted that a resumption of specie payments could 
only be brought about by a contraction of the currency; but it is 
now demanded that we must also contract the money of the Consti- 
tution to a single metallic standard; and this was practically done 
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by the act of 1873, which prohibited the further coinage of the silver 
dollar, thus forcing the Government as well as the vast municipal, 
corporate, and individual debtors to purchase gold to redeem their 
obligations. What has been the result of this legislation is easy to 
determine. We have only to look out upon our broad and fertile 
country and the testimony is everywhere to be seen. Nature has 
showered her blessings upon us with a beneficent hand. With every 
variety of climate and production, with the most fertile lands on the 
face of the globe, almost unlimited in extent, and with the most 
generous harvests vouchsafed on every hand, we are now at this very 
time almost on the brink of a bread revolution. 

The crumbling wrecks of financial disaster are strewn around us in 
wild confusion; manufactories have closed, and the novel sight of a 

auper population in a land of abundance clamorous for work and 
for food is to be seen ee this very Capitol, sounding the cry 
of a great national distress and piteously begging for relief. The 
palsying hand of depreciation has laid its withering and blighting 
touch on every species of property except gold. Labor goes unre- 
warded while gold is everywhere dominant and pays its dividends. 
Houses are tenantless, mortgaged lands are remorselessly sold under 
the hammer of the auctioneer, the silence of sleep is in our work- 
shops; agriculture still moves, but with the feeble and 3 
steps of despair; women and children are crying with pallid face an 
sunken eyes to the laboring-man for bread, and he, poor man, fren- 
zied by their distress, rises in the majesty of wronged manhood to 
demand redress, while the capitalist, trembling for his hoards, is 
clamoring for an increase of the Army to protect his wealth. 

Are these mere ghostly shadows that prophesy coming events? 
Are there no handwritings on the wall warning the country of a dread 
future near at hand—a future of violence, spoliation, and blood? 
God forbid that I should be an alarmist, but the statesman who takes 
no heed of the smothered passion in the hearts of the destitute and 
unemployed people, which surely will burst forth like a volcano if this 
state of things continues, has read the histories of other people, people 
with the same impulses and passions as ourselves, to very little pur- 

Do we wish to relearn the terrible lesson of blood, that the 

emon of revolt once born in a land only needs the helping hand of 

oppression to waken into that dread and frightful manhood which 

laughs at crime and recognizes no law but that of lust, rapine, and 
plunder? 


Business Distress Increased by Enforced Resumption on January 1, 1879. 


SPEECH OF HON. HARRY WHITE, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday, November 16, 1877. 


The House having under consideration the bill (H. R. No. 805) to 
section of the act entitled “An act to provide for the 
ments,” and the amendments thereto— 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, said: 

Mr. SPEAKER: The medium of exchanges and the measure of values 
current with a people are inseparably identified with their prosperity 
and happiness. In a country so vast as this there cannot fail to be 
varied opinions of the true financial policy of the nation. The East 
with its more dense population and “ living down at the sea,” must 
differ somewhat from the prevalent theories obtaining in the more 
sparsely population West and South. With one government, one flag, 
and increasing homogeniety on people, it would be wise, however, if 
we could have but one theory of the money question. This result 
will only be achieved when the American pais forgetting parti- 
san animosities, dismissing all temporizing policies and subterta $ 
rises to the height of the great argument with the stature of true 
statesmanship. 

Sir, the temper of the debate since this measure came before the 
House has notalways been suitable to the magnitude of the question. 
Crimination and recrimination have not added to the weight of the 
discussion ; nor have the utterances, manifestly to excite the applause 
of the galleries, on this delicate subject at this time in the country 
been becoming the American Congress. For some years there has 
been a growing distrust between what is called capital and labor, 
which apparently culminated a few months since in violent conflict. 
This couffiet brought the gravest apprehensions for free institutions 
to every intelligent, good citizen of the Republic. He who to-day 
aids in renewing this conflict by encouraging that distrust between 
capital and labor is not worthy the name of American statesman. 
“I engans demagogue” is a mild epithet for such a conspicuous 
criminal. 


1 the third 
resumption of specie pay- 


THE WORKINGMAN'S REAL FRIEND. : 
But, sir, the honest PEA acon of the country has become too 
intelligent to be deceived by the blatant vaporings of the mere place- 
seeker. I trast the waged people of this country will soon learn that 
they who are continually E aloud with pharisaical voice, ‘Do 
something for the workingmen” are not always their truest friends ; 


but the plodding statesman who wearies his inventive energies in 
framing legislation that will move employer and employed, capitalist 
and Jaborer, harmoniously along the avenues of society, is the genu- 
ine friend of the workingmen of the country. Any legislation sug- 
gested on the financial problem is readily seized to excite discontent 
and distrust by the mere politician, who cares more for partisan suc- 
cess than wise measures. 

And, sir, I have heard with much impatience some violent utter- 
ances of distrust of the Government on the money question by some 
gentlemen from the South. I could not but question the good taste 
of such gentlemen, when we consider that their hostile and defiant 
efforts to destroy the country caused the vast debt which now rests 
upon the nation, with all the attending embarrassments in our finan- 
cial system. 

THE QUESTION. 


Bat, sir, what is to be done with the question before us? What is 
it? The bill reported by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EWING] in 
behalf of the Committee on Banking and Currency proposes un a 

lute repeal of the third section of the act of January 14, 1875, known 
as the resumption law. The effect of this, if passed, will be to repeal 
the feature of the act allowing free banking, together with the por- 
tion of the act fixing January 1, 1879, as the day for the resumption 
of specie payments. This I will not vote for. The gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Fort,] a member of the committee, has submitted an 
amendment which, while repealing the portion of the act fixing Jan- 
rane 1, 1879, for resumption, leaves intact the free-banking feature 
of the law. While there are some other amendments pending which 
w inquire if it is prudent to 
y passing the amendment of 


we may consider in due season, let 
postpone the day fixed for resumpti 
the gentleman from Illinois. 


THOSE VOTING FOR REPEAL XOT INFLATIONISTS. 

It is well known, sir, that the condition of the currency has 
brought to prominence various theories on national finances. Amon 
others there are those who, advocating an increased issue of legal- 
tender paper money or nbacks, are recognized as inflationists. 
Let it not be unders that all who may support the pending mea- 
sure are inflationists. While prudent, considerate public men may 
differ as to the propriety of forced resumption at a day so early as 
January 1, 1879, now some thirteen months hence, they may yet agree 
on some fundamental questions of Government finance. 

I fancy, sir, there are few public men, here or elsewhere, who are 
so visionary as to advocate a periodical issue of irredeemable paper 
by the National Treasury as the measure of values and the mediam 
of exchanges, to circulate with the stamp of the Government as the 
money of the country. Let those who follow such an ignis fatuus 
read the financial history of modern enlightened nations. Let them 
philosophize upon the ultimate misery, de ation, and ruin of any 
people practicing such a theory, and turn from their folly. 

WHAT IS MONEY? 


Sir, the necessities of society, the demands of trade, have estab- 
lished what is known as money among men. This has not been done 
indeed by mere statutory enactment of a single nation, but by the 
experiences of the aggregated civilized nations of the world. Tokens 
of value have Raila from hand to hand for the convenience of traf- 
fic, and accepted for the moment among men as money. The check 
of the merchant on the neighboring bank is accepted in return for 
the receipt in full of all accounts, &.; the gratified recipient walks 
away, not refining whether he carries money, actual money, in his 
hands or its mere representative. If the drawer is solvent check 
is paid, either in current funds or a certificate of deposit. If they 
who issue their evidences of indebtedness are solvent, have credit 
and assets to redeem their promises to pay, all is well and it matters 
little whether payment or settlement comes by the actual delivery 
of what is e as money, or in the benefit of credit. While it 
is unquestionably true, as stated in the debate here and elsewhere, 
that 95 per cent. of the commercial transactions of the country are 
carried on by checks, drafts, and evidences of credits and the other 
5 per cent. in actual money, the faith of a system so current among 
men is predicated, is firmly based upon a financial theory that the 
measure of contracts, the medium by which property is exchanged 
must be some tangible, some substance of intrinsic value, accepted 
and ized as money by the nations of the world. The expe- 
rience of generations has discovered that gold and silver meet all the 
requirements of actual money better than anything else. 

And, sir, it is 1 to imagine that the flippant declamation of the 
advocates of an inflated currency, here or elsewhere, can change the 
theory of the world in this respect. The gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. CHITTENDEN, ] who, with tic attitude, waved the Treasury 
note, called the greenback, before this House, well said,“ I hold in 
my hand the promise of my Government to pay me $10.” This was 
not money, but its representative. I would not, then, reverse the 
Lp noted of centuries, which has given an unmistakable definition 
of money. 

Because the Government in a great national crisis strained the 

wer of the Constitution and made an irredeemable paper note a 
egal tender for debts and current as money, the orthodox theory of 


the enlightened world on the money question was not overthrown. 
The greenback came into our commercial transactions as a war mens- 
ure, and while peons of praise may be sounded to it for the great 
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to the 
Government the ability to maintain itself, yet I apprehend few here 
would contend Congress in a time of profound peace could consti- 
tutionally authorize an increased issu 


want it supplied in paying the soldier in the field and givin 


e of greenback currency. 
THE GREENBACK A WAR MEASURE. 

Sir, in 1870 the Supreme Court of the United States—the court of 
our last resort—sustained the issue of the legal-tender notes practi- 
cally alone as a war measure, the exercise of a power necessary to 
save the life of the nation. In discussing the legal-tender acts in the 
opinion of the majority of the court, Justice Strong says: 

We must inquire whether they were when enacted appropriate instrumentali- 
ties for execu ng any of the known powers of Congress, or of auy department of 
Government. Plainly to this inquiry a consideration of the time when they were 
enacted and of the circumstances in which we then stood is important. It is not 
to be denied that acts may be ada to the exercise of lawful power, and appropriate 
to it in seasons of exigency, which would be inappropriate at other times. 

Then, sir, as we p in this opinion we observe there is a graphie 
recital of the condition of the country during the prevalence of the 
rebellion, when Congress first authorzied the issue of these notes. 
The exhansted condition of the banks, the poverty of the National 
Treasury, the absence of foreign resources, and the insufficiency of 
taxation for necessary revenue, then the wants of the unpaid soldiers 
and the need of abundant supplies for war, are all portrayed with 
historical accuracy. The conclusion, then, from all this is tersely 
stated: “It was at such a time and in such an emergency that the legal- 
tender acts were passed.” I assume, then, sir, the judgment of the United 
States Supreme Court in the opinion cited would not sanction the 
constitutionality of any act now passed in a time of blessed peace for 
a new issue of legal-tender ASH 

While as a distinct legal proposition it may be in the power of 
Con to authorize the reissue of legal-tender notes returned into 
the ry in exchange for coin and to prolong their legal-tender 
character so far as it may ne necessary to ultimately attain the re- 
demption of all in circulation by coin; in short, for the complete 
resumption of specie payment, yet were legislation now proposed for 
a new issue of legal-tenders, distinct from the legislation now exist- 
ing and limiting the volume, it could not, I believe, be constitution- 
ally enacted. then, let it not be charged that they who vote at 
this time for the repeal of the resumption act are heretics to the true 
financial faith of the founders of the republic and the doctrines of 
the Constitution. 

Great have been the services of the greenback in the moment of 
the nation’s peril. An increased issue now would hang like a night- 
mare on the business and trade of the country. 

That I may not be misunderstood, let me distinctly state that he 
who advocates an inflatien of an irredeemable paper currency by the 
Government is no judicious friend to the languishing industries of 
the country. < 

IRREDEEMABLE PAPER CURRENCY AN EVIL. . 

Sir, history is pregnant with examples of the ills to society follow- 
ing in the train of an i eemable currency. It was with prophetic 
wisdom that the fathers of the Federal Constitution provided in 
article 1, section 8, “ The Congress shall have power to coin money 
and regulate the value thereof.” And again: Article 1, section 10, 
“No State shall coin money, emit bills of credit, make anything but 
gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts.” 

WHAT MADISON SAID. 

And James Madison, writing on these provisions in the Federalist, 
says, with fatherly admonition: 

The extension of the 8 to bills of credit must give pleasure to every 
citizen in proportion to his love of justice and his knowledge of true springs of 

ublie prosperity. The loss which America has sustained since the peace from 
The pestilent effects of paper money on the necessary confidence between man and 
man, on the necessary confidence in the public councils, on the industry and morals 
of the people, and on the character of republican government, constitutes an enor- 
mous debt against the States chargeable with this unadvised measure, which must 
long remain unsatisfied, or rather an accumulation of guilt which can be expiated 
no otherwise than by a voluntary sacrifice on the altar of justice of the power 
which has been the instrument of it. Had every State the right to regulate the 
value of its coin, there might be as many different currencies as States, and thus 
tho intercourse among them would be impeded, retrospective alterations in its 
value might be made, and thus the citizens of other States be injured and animosi- 
ties be kindled among the States themselves. The subjects of foreign powers 
might suffer from the same cause, and hence the Union discredited and em- 
broiled by the indiscretion of a single member. No one of these mischiefs is less 
incident to a power in the States to emit peper money than to coin gold or silver. 
‘The power to make — pete but gold and silver a tender in payment of debts 
is withdrawn from the States on the same principle with that of issuing a paper 
curre-cy. 

These, sir, are golden words. Let no man, in or out of Congress, 
declare that all who would not hasten resumption of specie payments 
would open the flood-gates of evil upon the people, depart from the 
ancient ways of the Republic, and carry the country into the mael- 
strom of monetary inflation and irredeemable paper currency. Sir, 
instructive examples rise conspicuously along our pathway as a 
nation to warn us of the folly, ay, criminality, indeed, of issuing 
without limit paper money. 

THE EXAMPLE OF MISSISSIPPI. 

How like a fable was the experience of Mississippi in this respect. 
Let me recite a page of her history: In 1833 the Legislature of that 
State authorized the issue of bonds to the amount of $2,000,000, at 6 
per cent. interest, to aid the Planters’ Bank, recently chartered, in 
starting business and todevelop the State. Negotiating these bonds 


at 13.25 per cent. premium in the New York market, which realized | 

$250,000, the State invested of this premium $212,740, which with the 

principal made her interest in the bank $2,212,740. With this im- 

pulse the early business of the bank appeared most profitable. Divi- 

dends multiplied to the stockholders. From some data before me it 

appears, on the Ist of January, 1834, the paid-up capital equaled, as | 

reported, $2,666,805, of which the State held ,065. The loansand 

discounts were at that time some $5,461,464, circulation $1,510,426, 

deposits $545,353, and specie $113,220. So eee reported busi- 

ness of this pioneer bank stimulated the incorporation of nine more 

during the year 1834, and on the Ist of January, 1835, the new banks, 

with the Planters’ referred to, reported oo paid up $5,890, 162, 

loans and discounts amounting to $10,379,651, circulation $2,418,475, 

deposits $1,888,762, specie $359,302, The business of these banks ap- 
red to prosper until 1835, when the Legislature, desiring to be- 

come a party to such immense revenues, chartered “The Union Bank 

of Mississippi” with a capital of $15,000,000, the State taking $5,000,- 

000 of stock, issuing 5 per cent. bonds therefor. These bonds were 

sold in Europe, through the assistance of the United States Bank 

guaranteeing the interest. These bonds were sold at par, and the 

money was paid to the bank. These transactions flooded the State 

with paper money. 

During the year 1839, according to the reports, the paid-up capital 
of the State, including the Union Bank referred to, was $30,379,403 ; 
loans and discounts were $48,333,728; note circulation, $15,171,639 ; 
deposits, $8,691,601; specie, only $867,977. White people then only 
did the business of the State, and they numbered, in round numbers, 
one hundred and seventy thousand persons, It will be observed the 
paid-up capital was $180 per capita; the loans and discounts, $285 
capita; and the circulation, with the deposits, $140 per capita. Wealth 
and prosperity apparently came to the infatuated people as song to 
the poet’s wand. Paper dollars were thick as “ autumnal leaves that 
strew the brooks in Vallombrosa.” When in high tide of imagined 
prosperity the bubble burst, the collapse came. In a moment all passed 
away as “the baseless fabric of a vision.“ Disorder and confusion came 
from a false financial system. The forty-eight-million-dollar loans 
were never paid. The circulation and deposits of $23,863,240 were 
never redeemed. Everybody was left in debt and no means for pay- 
ment existed. Lands had no price in the market because nobody had 
money to purchase ; and it is said the ordinary return to legal process 
was g. t. T.—gone to Teras—for hundreds of the population left Mis- 
ee in distress and moved to Texas. The disaster did not end 
until repudiation by the people of the State of the bonds issued to- 
these banks and negotiated abroad completed the tale of folly. But 
I may not appeal for testimony of the demoralizing tendencies of ex- 
cessive ibe eemable paper-money issues to a single State alone. 

EXAMPLES IN OUR HISTORY. 

There are eras, sir, in the history of the whole country which point 
the moral to the statesman’s eye. I have not time to dwell. When 
General Jackson in 1833 made his attack on the United States Bank 
and removed therefrom the public deposits, a system of inflation of 
the paper currency began in the 7 Bear with me in citing 
briefly a little history here. In 1830 there were about 329 banks 
in the country with a capital of $145,192,268, a note circulation of 
$61,328,898, and deposits of $55,559,928; thus making a circulation 
of $116.888,826. In 1820 the number of banks was 307, with a capi- 
tal of $137,110,641, a note circulation of $44,863,344, and deposits 
$35,950,479 ; thus making a total circulation of $80,813,823. Thus it 
will be observed the increase of paper circulation from 1820 to 1830 was 
about 47 per cent. Business was comparatively regular and the in- 
crease of circulation was in response to the natural production and 
trade of the country. Business was comparatively prosperous and 
the banks in a solvent condition. After the removal of the public 
deposits in 1833 the increase of banks and paper issues became ex- 
cessive. The wild spirit of speculation seized the people. There 
were some 198 new banks created in 1834 whose capital was $31,144,- 
393. The note circulation in that year increased from $94,839,570 to 
$103,692,495. This was followed in 1836 by an increase of note cir- 
culation to $140,301,038 and deposits of $115,104,440, giving a total 
increase of circulation in this year of $68,632,618; an increase of 36 
per cent. in a single year. In 1837 the banks had increased to 788 in 
number, with a capital of $290,772,091, a note circulation of $149,- 
185,890, deposits to $127,397,185; thus creating a total circulation of 
$276,583,075, while there was but $116,488,926 in 1830. 

Thus, sir, there was an inflation or increase of paper money of 136 
per cent. in seven years, Extravagance and expenditure increased 
marvelously among the people, bringing in their train the demoraliz- 
ation of wild speculation. Objects for crazy schemes of traffic were 
sought everywhere. Foreign imports vastly increased. In 1833 they 
were $108,118,310, while in 1836 they were $189,990,035. Real estate, 
that sure resort for speculation in times of great extravagance, was 
magnified in value. The Government price of land was then $1.25 
per acre. Speculators readily seized the opportunity for large pur- 
chases. The sales of lands in 1833 at this price were 3,856,227 acres, 
making $4,972,284, while in 1836 they increased to 20,074,870 acres, 
realizing $25,167,833. So great were these sales, being generally paid 
for in paper money, that the Government, growing apprehensive of 
the consequences, issued a circular requiring payment in specie. The 
result of this ultimately brought the banks of the country to the sus- 
pension of specie payments. 
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The history of this country has never recorded such suffering and 
exhaustion of wealth as came from the wild speculations following the 
needless inflation of the paper currency of the country from 1833 to 
1837. There have been other instances of excessive paper issues in 
the history of the country; one from 1793 to 1797, one from 1814 to 
1817, one from 1855 to 1857, and the last from 1862 to 1865. These 
were all succeeded by financial crises which brought indescribable em- 
barrassment and suffering to the trade and the people of the country. 
These examples teach us a philosophy in the financial problems, wise 
to heed. Sir, the conduct of the business of the country on a paper 
circulation without a metallic basis is to travel that “ wagon-way 
through the air” Adam Smith has so thoroughly exposed. 

WHILE FINANCES MUST BE FOUNDED ON METALLIC BASIS WILL BUSINESS JUSTIFY IM- 
MEDIATE RESUMPTION ! 

While, then, sir, I agree the financial system of the country must be 
founded on a metallic basis, yet is it practicable to resume specie pay- 
ments on the Ist of January, 1879, without further legislative prepa- 
ration? I do not believe it is. 

And, sir, in the absence of such legislative assistance, I shall vote to 

tpone the day of resumption. ‘To adhere to January 1, 1879 stub- 
rnly as the day for resumption will, as I see the business of the coun- 
try, multiply financial failures and personal distress. I believe resump- 
tion will come in due season—will come when the business operations 
of the land can better sustain it than now. Why, sir, what was the 
argument when the resumption act was under discussion? It was 
to fix some day in the future, so that the policy of the nation might 
be declared against an irredeemable paper currency and in favor of 
ultimate redemption of legal-tender notes in coin. Search the de- 
bates and you will find they who had the measure in charge admitted 
it might be wise to extend the time; that it was probable resump- 
tion could not take place in 1879. Such also has been the doctrine 
presented to the people in the different political campaigns since the 
passage of the resumption act of January, 1875, by the representa- 
edly the great party, the republican party, to which I am at- 
tach 

Now, sir, what does the resumption act proposed to. be repealed 
actually provide? Withont reciting it in detail, its third section, 
which is the section under consideration, provides for the increase of 
national-bank notes without limit, that is, authorizes the formation 
of banks wherever they are desired—in other words,“ free banking ;” 
and, mark you, it farther provides that legal-tender notes to the 
amount of 80 per cent. of national-bank notes thereafter issued should 
be redeemed, this redemption of United States legal-tender notes to 
continue until the volume outstanding shall be reduced to 8300, 000,000 
and then to cease. Then the section proceeds to declare that on and 
after January 1, 1879, the legal-tender notes outstanding shail be 
redeemed in coin. ; j 

Now, sir, what has been going on since the passage of this act? 

I have before me the report of the Treasurer of the United States 
for the current year, dated November 1, 1877. I find under the head- 
ing “ Retirement of legal-tender notes” the following: 

In pursuance of the act of Congress of January 14, 1875, providing for the retire- 
ment of legal-tender notes equal to 80 per cent. of national-bank notes issued there have 
been redeemed and destroyed notes to the following amounts, 

Then follow tables showing an aggregate retirement and destruc- 
tion of $27,509,108 of legal-tenders from January 14, 1875, to October 
31, 1877, leaving outstanding at that date the legal-tender or green- 
back circulation $354,490,892. 

Now, sir, this retirement and destruction has been in obedience to 
the terms of the resumption act. After the Ist of January, 1879, if 
resumption is enforced what disposition will be made of the legal- 
tender notes redeemed in coin? Under the language of the act they 
must be redeemed in coin, and when so redeemed under the natural 
construction of the act must be canceled and withdrawn from ciren- 
lation. The notes thus far redeemed, the 80 per cent. of new bank- 
notes issued, have been destroyed when eemed. The language 
controlling the disposition of the notes redeemed after January 1, 
1879, is precisely the same: “ The legal-tender notes which may then 
be outstanding shall be redeemed in coin.” Redeemed—redeemed. 
Look at recognized lexicographers and define the word. It means 
“to purchase back; to repurchase; to receive back by paying the 
obligation, as any promissory note, bond, or other evidence of debt, 
given by the State, a company, a corporation, or by an individual,” 
says Webster. Enforce, then, without further legislation the resump- 
tion act, and I fear the claim advanced that the Secretary of the 
Treasury can regard notes redeemed after January 1, 1879, as avail- 
able money in the Treasury cannot be sustained. ‘Te such be the law, 
we may look seriously to the future. I find something on this subject 
in arecent work entitled Money and Legal Tender, by Dr. Linderman, 
Director of the Mint, and from his position well able to speak; he is 
also favorable to early resumption. He says, (page 92:) 

If these notes are to be canceled serious embarrassment may result, especially if 
the amount of national bank-notes which may be in circulation, together with the 
stock of coin at the term fixed for the redemption of United States notes, should 
prove to be insufficient for the requirements of the country. 

Why, sir, again it is contended by high authority that by the 
Revised Statutes of 1874 the legal-tender acts of 1362 and 1863 are 
repealed, and the act of 1874, being passed in atime of profound 
peace cannot be sustained by the reasoning of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, which sustained the original acts as war measures. 
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The result, then, of a strict construction, which is left indeed in the 
breast of a Secretary of the Treasury, of the resumption act will be 
to retire and cancel the legal-tender notes when redeemed, How 
would this be done? We may estimate the presentation for redemp- 
tion of legal-tenders at, say, $100,000,000 annually. In about three 
wus the legal-tender circulation would be withdrawn. This would 

substituted, as the laws now stand, by, say, $150,000,000 of gold. In 
what condition would this leave the business interests of the coun- 
try? There are now, or on June 30, 1877, were, two thousand and 
ninety-nine national banks doing business. They are scattered all 
over this vast country. Their issues would then practically supply 
the circulating medium for forty-five millions of people. Their cir- 
culation is $316,775,111, November 1, 1877. Their reserves are now 
held in legal-tender notes. Enforce resumption without further legis- 
lation on January 1, 1879, these legal-tenders cannot answer the pur- 
pose of reserves, Gold will then be the only legal-tender. 

Specie payments would then be reached indeed, with a specie cir- 
culation of one-half the volume necessary to make payments. This 
condition of things, sir, would compel a resort to the use of paper 
in its more private forms, The banks would indefinitely suspend 
and recourse would necessarily be had, as was done by the New York 
banks during the panic of 1873, to temporary expedients. The place 
of the legal-tenders would be supplied by certified checks, irredeem- 
able of course at money centers. Individual notes of hand would of 
necessity be taken to fill the want. I shall not pause to consider the 
outcome of such a course of events. Business would stand still. Prop- 
erty would shrink and continue to shrink in value until ordinary tax- 
ation would be practical contiscation. 

It would not be long, sir, after this occurs until Congress would 
be called on to legalize the suspension of the national banks. 

GREEXBACKS AND GOLD ABOUT EQUAL. 

But, sir, it is said there is less than 3 per cent. difference between 
gold and legal-tenders, and that resumption is practically here. Ah! 
this is a seductive argument. 

Says Glendower to Hotspur: 

I can call spirits from the vasty deep. 

Says Hotspur: 

‘Why, so can I, so can any man; 
But will they come? 

With the present near approach of the value of legal-tenders to 
gold yon may have resumption, but with the present volume of legal- 
tenders and bank-notes, in round numbers, say, $700,000,000, and only 
$150,000,000 of gold in the country, can you maintain it? If you can, 
you defy the experience of history. 

FORMER SUSPENSIONS. 


Why, sir, the banks of the country which in 1837 suspended specie 
payments had their suspensions legalized for one year; and they all 
resumed in 1833. The resumption of all, however, but those of New 
England and New York, was but to repeat suspension. A second sus- 
pension came, and continued for most of them until 1843. Then 
specie payments were for the first time since 1837 completely resumed 
and maintained. To accomplish this the liabilities of the banks 
were reduced to less than what they were in 1430, thirteen years 
before. The note circulation of the banks in January, 1843, wes 
$54,563,608, deposits $56,169,628, equaling $114,732,236, with a coin 
reserve of over 50 per cent; while the aggregate of cirenlation and 
deposits in 1836 was $276,538,070, and $116,883,826 in 1830. The 
shrinkage and loss by this decrease may be estimated by millions. 

So when the suspension of 1857 came, the bank-note circulation 
had reached the sum of $214,778,822 and deposits $230,351,312. Sus- 
pensions were practically legalized for a year, and when resumption 
came in 1858 the note circulation was but $155,208,344 and deposits 
$185,932,049, an aggregate reduction within the year of $103,967,741. 
The coin in the country then, gold and silver, was about $250,000,000. 
The experience of our own history, then, demonstrates that to main- 
tain specie payments there must be a coin reserve of at least one- 
third of the volume of paper in circulation. We have not to-day 
one-fourth, But, sir, while it is said a metallic reserve of one-third 
of the circulation will be safe for probable exigencies, yet it cannot 
always be relied on, especially in this speculative age. Why, sir, in 
1857 we had suspensions when the coin of the country exceeded the 
paper circulation and the highest premium gold then brought in the 
market for current paper did not exceed 5 per cent. And, sir, in 
January, 1848, the coin reserve of the Bank of France was 107,000,000 
francs and the circulation only 233,000,000, Only three months after- 
ward a financial crisis came and the banks had to suspend paying 
specie. 

4 TO RESUME MUST CONTRACT. 

Resume specie payments on the Ist of January, 1879, and to main- 
tain it without further preparation we must largely contract the cur- 
rency. Indeed, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hewirt,] an 
earnest opponent of the repeal of the resumption act, contends that 
to maintain resumption “every one of the greenbacks, and some of 
the bank-notes, must go ont of circulation.” 

Accumulation of gold coin alone in the vaults of the Treasury will 
not maintain resumption. Contraction of the currency will be in- 
evitable. The effect of such a policy will be to compel the banking 


interests of the country to speedily enforce the collection of their 
loans—loans, many of which were negotiated when there was an 
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abundance of currency, when there was an appearance of pospani 
in the business of the country. How hard it is to collect and how 
distressing to pay, when the currency is contracted, debts incurred 
when the currency was inflated. 

DISCONTENT EVERYWHERE. 

I have listened in sadness to the recitals of the universal distress 
and e of all business and trade. It is too true; grumbling 
and mtent is everywhere. Can anything be done to stay the cur- 
rent of financial embarrassment ? 

As I rode along to the Capitol the other day, in one of the street 
„conveyances, I heard two men, out of work and apparently out of 

money, deprecating both the republican and democratic parties as 
caring sy me for the necessities of the suffering working-men of 
the country. I will not increase the prospect of this distress by an 
immediate enforcement of resumption. It is said, however, this dis- 
tress had to come, In the war for its life the nation had to create a 
currency whose abundance brought speculation and disaster upon 
the country. This great want and distress had to come. So it had; 
but let us 8 as far as may be the suffering. We are told that 
those whose debts approach in amount the value of their assets must 

eld to insolvency. So they must; but, sir, there is a large class of 

ebtors who by indulgence may safely pass through their embarrass- 
ments. I have many such in my district. Let me illustrate: I can 
conceive of an individual in my district, if you pe, having an 
indebtedness of, say, $20,000 hanging over him, and nothing but cul- 
tivated farm land, with valuable 8 from which to make 
payment. If the estimated value of the property at hitherto prices 
may be $20,000 insolvency is inevitable, and further indulgence would 
look like increasing indebtedness, and be unkind. 

THOSE IN DEBT WITH AVAILABLE ASSETS MAY GET THROUGH. 

But, sir, there are, however, in my district a vast variety of product- 
ive and available resources; timber, petroleum, iron, and coal, in 
addition to agricultural industry. Allow me to submit, then, the indi- 
vidual who may have a considerable debt impending over him, yet 
if he owns such resources as timber or petroleum, commodities always 
available in the markets, with prudent indulgence of the creditor, 
judicious, active industry of the debtor, under a cautious, generons, 
financial policy of the Government, such a debtor may in reasonable 

Tiis ebts. Sucb a course will benefit both creditor and 


MAKE HASTE SLOWLY. 

Make haste slowly, then, in a policy that may be so grave in its con- 
sequences as forced resumption of specie payments. member sus- 
pension came first from the Government, not from the people. It was 
no fault of the loyal people of the United States that specie payments 
stopped. It has existed now since 1362, some fifteen years. In this 
connection allow me to again quote from Dr. Linderman, a zealous 
resumptionist, in his book on Money and Legal-Tender, page 118: 

If anation may not depart from its metallic money standard, except as a last 
resort for its own it surely should not undertake to return ae 


to a metallic ly where there ee ee 
Years of industry frugality on the part of the people, as asa wise and 


time. pay hi 
debtor. 


economical administration of public affairs, are necessary to bring a country from 
a depreciated paper money A aps metallic standard pent existing, 9 
great may be its natural resources. 

Why, sir, for sixty years specie payments have been suspended in 
Russia, and for more than eighteen years in Austria. Brazil, with 
whom we are now trying to establish profitable commercial relations, 
has had suspension for atleast fifty years; and England, after whom 
we copy so much, had no specie payments from 1797 to 1821, and 
when forced e pore came what a cruel iron hand fell upon her 
people. Prices and values are now gradually cee themselves to 
the present condition of things. I trust all will be well in due season. 
I have heard the charge that all who would vote for repeal of resump- 
tion are ip Aana a i I indignantly repel the insinuation. No, 
sir; the Government has made its contracts, and in the act “to 
soe ea the public credit,” of March 18, 1869, in itive terms 
provides all existing money obligations of the United States are pay- 
able in “coin or its equivalent.” Such, then, is the law. But, sir, 
while the ultimate manner of paying our obligations has been set- 
tled—while justice, if you please, has been done between the Govern- 
ment and its creditors—let us not forget our prostrate industries and 
the wants of the American citizen, capitalist and laborer, whose joint 
enterprise makes the wealth of the nation. Enforce the resumption 
act as it is; take from our currency the legal-tender notes by re- 
demption, and retire them as a legal tender January 1, 1879, and 
you will unduly contract the currency and increase business embar- 
rassments. 

KNOW THE INTERESTS OF MY PEOPLE. 
Sir, the people of my immediate district have given no specific ex- 
ression upon this question. As a business man I think I know the 
interests of the people I represent, and I believe they have confidence 
in my ju ent to discern what is best for them in this respect. 
Knowing, then, sir, the debts of the le and of the business insti- 
tations of the country are large and without precedent in our his- 
tory, joking abroad also over the land, I behold depression and dis- 
couragement everywhere. With such a prospect Is not vote to 
narrow or contract the volume of our legal-tender notes. I see before 
pe the amendment offered by Mr. HUBBELL, of Michigan, which pro- 
es: 


“And on and after tho Ist day of Jannary, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall redeem in coin the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding, on 
their presentation for redemption at the oflice of the Assistant Treasurer of the 
United States in the city of New York, in sums of not less than $50,” shall be so 
construed as not to authorize or require the Secretary of the Treasury to retire and 
cancel said notes, redeemed as aforesaid, but to authorize and require said 
to 8 said notes in the Treasury of the United States; whereapon said notes 
shall d out, at par value, in 0 claims aud demands against tho 
United States or in exchange for coin; and said notes shall, as heretofore, continue 
to be a legal-tender, and, on and after January 1, 1879, 8 be receivable, at their 
face value, in payment of all dues to the Government, and for all debts, except 
where coin payment is stipulated by contract or statute; and all provisions of law 
in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 


This provision will preserve for the present the volume of the legal- 
tender currency, avoiding contraction, and in the end aid the assimi- 
lation of legal-tenders and coin. This amendment failing I shall vote 
so as to avoid enforced resumption on the Ist of January, 1879. 
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Carlisle, John G. Covington, Kentucky 140 east. | Freeman, Chapman Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.. 141 west. 
Caswell, Lucien B 3 Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin .. 22 west. | Frye, William PE... Lewiston, Maine 41 west. 
Chalmers, J. RK... Friar’s Point, Mississippi 55 east. Fuller, Benoni S Boonville, Indiana 91 east. 
Chittenden, Simeon B.. . Brooklyn, New Tork. 12 west. Gardner, Mills Washington C. H., Ohio. 61 west. 
Claflin, William Newton, Massachusetts 35 west. Garfield, James A. Wien ces anon 65 west. 
Clark, Alyah 4 Somerville, New Jersey 93 east. || Garth, William W... Huntsville, Alabama 30 east. 
Clark, John B., jr. ......| Fayette, Missouri 2 east. || Ganse, Lucien O Jacksonport, Arkansas 
Clatk; Ra Iowa City, Iowa ............. 90 west. || Gibson, Randall LI. New Orleans, Louisiana 32 east. 
Clarke, John B 33 Brooksville, Kentucky 85 cast. || Giddings, D. CO.. . Brenham, Texas 86 east. 
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Name. Post-office address. Seat. 

Glover, John M. La Grange, Missouri 13 east. 

S Norfolk, Virginia 82 east. 
Gunter, Thomas M.... Fayetteville, Arkansas 88 east. 
Hale, Eugene -----| Ellsworth, Maine iacnas 145 west. 
Hamilton, Andrew H.... Fort Wayne, Indiana 63 east. 
Hanna, John tienen Indianapolis, Indiana «--| 38 west. 
Hardenbergh, A. A.. Jersey City, New Jersey 136 east. 
Harmer, G Germantown, Pennsylvania.. 31 west. 
Harris, Benjamin W... . East Bridgewater, Mass 78 west. 
Harris, Henry R.. Greenyille, Georgia 77 east. 
Harris, John T.. Harrisonburgh, Virginia 46 west. 
Harrison, Carter H Chicago, IIIinois dips gers 51 east. 
Hart, E. Kirke Albion, New York....-...---- 99 east 
Hartridge, Julian Savannah, Georgia 67 east. 
Hartzell, William. Chester, Illinois... 141 east. 
Haskell, Dudley C. Lawrence, Kansas ---| 74 west. 
Hatcher, Robert K.. New Madrid, Missouri. 74 east. 
Hayes, Philip C Morris, Illinois 125 west. 
Hazelton, George CO Boscobel, Wisconsin 120 west. 
Hendee, George W. Morrisville, Vermont 109 west. 
Henderson, Thomas J.. . Princeton, IIIinois - 15 west. 
Henkle, Eli J Brooklyn, Maryland ---- 46 east. 
Henry, Daniel M. Cambridge, Maryland 45 east. 
Herbert, Hilary A. Montgomery, Alabama 113 east. 
Hewitt, Abram 8... .. . . New York, New Lor 101 east. 
Hewitt, Goldsmith W... Birmingham, Alabama 49 east 
Hiscock, Frank Syracuse, New York..... 151 west 
Hooker, Charles E.. Jackson, Mississippi 59 east. 
House, John F... Clarksville, Tennessee 56 east. 
Hubbell, Jay AA. Houghton, Michigan 70 west. 
Humphrey, H. I. -- Hudson, Wisconsin 131 west. 
Hungerford, John N.. . . Corning, New Tork. 105 west. 
Hunter, Morton C. Bloomington, Indiana 7 west. 
Hunton, EPp aaa Warrenton, Virginia 121 east. 
Ittner, Anthony Saint Louis, Missouri 44 west 
James, Amaziah B...-... Ogdensburgh, New York. .... 55 west. 
Jones, Frank Portsmouth, New Hampshire.] 21 east. 
Jones, James Taylor .. Demopolis, Alabama 68 east. 
Jones, John S Delaware, Ohio 67 west. 
Jorgensen, Joseph Petersburgh, Virginia 28 west 
Joyce, Charles H.. Rutland, Vermont 102 west 
Keifer, J. Warren Springfield, Ohio G west 
Keightley, Edwin W. . . Constantine, Michigan 32 west 
Kelley, William DP Philadelphia, Pennsylvania..| 42 west. 
Kenna, John E. -| Kanawha C. H., W. Va....-.| 81 east. 
Ketcham, John H. Dover Plains, New York 106 west. 
Killinger, John W Lebanon, Pennsylvania 6 west. 
Kimmel, William. Baltimore, Maryland 148 east. 
Knapp, Robert M Jerseyville, Illinois. 108 east. 
Knott, J. Proctor.......| Lebanon, Kentucky...-....... 111 east. 
Landers, George M.. New Britain, Connecticut....| 93 west. 
Lapham, Elbridge G... . Canandaigua, New Tork 77 west. 
Lathrop, William Rockville, Illinois 111 west. 
Leonard, J. E. ... Monroe, Louisiana 128 west. 
Ligon, Robert F.. Tuskegee, Alabama east. 
Lindsey, Stephen D.. Norridgewock, Maine 17 west. 
Lockwood, Daniel N.. . . Buffalo, New Lor 75 east. 
Loring, George . Salem, Massachusetts........ 147 west. 
Luttrell, John K... . . . Santa Rosa, California 78 east. 
Lynde, William Pitt....| Milwaukee, Wisconsin 73 east. 
Mackey, L. A.. Lock Haven, Pennsylvania.. 53 east. 
Maish, Levi............. York, Pennsylvania 57 east. 
Manning, Van H.. Holly Springs, Mississippi... 62 east. 
Marsh, Benjamin F. arsa w, IIIinois .-..-.--5- 149 west. 
Martin, Benjamin F. Pruntytown, West Virginia. 134 east. 
Mayham, Stephen L.. Schoharie, New York......... 84 east. 
McCook, Anson G. New York, New Vork... 64 west. 
McGowan, J. H... Coldwater, Michigan 133 west. 
McKenzie, James A. Longview, Kentucky 110 east. 
McKinley, William, jr. Canton, Ohio 135 west. 
McMahon, John A...... Dayton, Ohio 1 east. 
Metcalfe, Lyne S... . Missouri ee 94 west. 
Mills, Roger Q....-..-.. Corsicana, Texas 5 104 east. 
Mitchell, John I. . . Wellsborough Pennsylvania. 132 west. 
Money, Hernando P.. . Winona, Mississippi «e---| 98 east. 
Monroe, James Oberlin, Ohio 69 west. 
Morgan, Charles H.. Lamar, Missouri 100 east. 
Morrison, William R... . Waterloo, IIlinois 37 east, 
Morse, Leopold......... Boston, Massachusetts 14 east. 
Muldrow, H. II Starkville, Mississippi 60 east. 
Muller, Nicholas New York, New York........ 41 east. 
Neal, Henry 88 Fonton, Obo .<2...5<2..-5.. 91 west. 
Norcross, Amasa...-.... Fitchburgh, Massachusetts.. 60 west. 
Oliver, Addison Onawa, lowa.........-...... 51 west 


Name. Post-office address. Seat. 
ONeill, Charles Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 88 west. 
Overton, Edward, jr. . Towanda, Pennsylvania 107 west. 
Pacheco, Romualdo. .... San Luis Obispo, California 112 west. 
Page, Horace F. Placerville, California 136 west. 
Patterson, George W... Westfield, New York......--. 7 west. 
Peddie, Thomas . Newark, New Jersey 81 west. 
Phelps, James Essex, Connecticut 4 east. 
Phillips, William A. Salina, Kansas 3 ---| 99 west. 
Pollard, Henry M. Chillicothe, Missouri 148 west. 
Potter, Clarkson N.. 61 Wall street, New York....| 151 east. 
Pound, Thad. C. Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 76 west. 
Powers, Llewellyn Houlton, Maine auksa 6G west. 
Price, Hiram Davenport, Iowa.. -| 71 west. 
Pridemore, Auburn L. . . Jonesville, Virginia. 135 east. 
Pugh, John Howard Burlington, New Jersey. 150 west. 
Quinn, Terence J... Albany, New York........2-.| 83 east 
Rainey, Joseph H Georgetown, South Carolina..| 96 west 
Randolph, James H.. . . . Newport, Tennesses ..- 24 west 
Rea, David Savannah, Missouri 89 east 
Reagan, John H. Palestine, Texas 32 92 east. 
Reed, Thomas 33. Portland, Maine ----.| 23 west. 
Reilly, James 33 Pottsville, Pennsylvania 137 east. 
Rice, Americus V...---. Ottawa, Ohio 7 east. 
Rice, William W Worcester, Massachusetts. 19 west. 
Riddle, Haywood X Lebanon, Tennessee 43 east. 
Robbins, William M..... Statesville, North Carolina.. 105 east. 
Roberts, Charles B.. Westminster, Maryland 126 east. 
Robertson, E. W.. Baton Rouge, Louisiana 20 east. 
Robinson, George D. Chicopee, Massachusetts 85 west 
Robinson, Milton S.. . . . Anderson, Indiana 37 west. 
Ross, Miles New Brunswick, New Jersey. 127 east. 
Ryan, Thomas Topeka, Kansas 11 west. 
Sampson, Ezekiel S Sigourney, Iow-waa 34 west. 
Sapp, William F. . Council Bluffs, IowũW ¹1b0—vi 137 west. 
Sayler, Milton  ----|. Cincinnati, Ohio 6 east. 
Scales, Alfred .. Greensborough, N. O. 129 east. 
Schleicher, Gustave Cuero, Texas 118 east. 
Sexton, Leonidas Rushville, Indiana 116 west. 
Shallenberger, William S.] Rochester, Pennsylvania 114 west. 
Shelley, Charles M.. Selma, Alabama 142 east. 
Singleton, Otho R. Canton, Mississippi 119 east. 
Sinnickson, Clement H. . Salem, New Jersey 142 west. 
Slemons, William F Monticello, Arkansas 70 east 
Smalls, Robert Beaufort, South Carolina 97 west. 
Smith, A, Herr. . Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 101 west. 
Smith, William E. .. Albany, Georgia + 94 east. 
Southard, Milton I... . . . Zanesville, Ohio 16 east. 
Sparks, William A. J... Carlyle, Iilinois.... . 33 east. 
Springer, William M... . Springfield, Illinois 29 east. 
Starin, John H...... . Fultonville, New Tork. 54 west. 
Steele, Walter L.. Rockingham, North Carolina..| 79 east. 
Stenger, William S...... Chambersburgh, Pa ........-.| 35 east. 
Stephens, Alexander H. Crawfordville, Georgia 12 east. 
Stewart, J. H.... Saint Paul, Minnesota 43 west. 
Stone, John WW... Grand Rapids, Michigan 53 west. 
Stone, Joseph OG Burlington, Iowa .......----- 82 west 
Strait, Horace B........ Shakopee, Minnesota 98 west. 
Swann, Thomas Baltimore, Maryland 28 east. 
Thompson, John M. Butler, Penusylvania 3 west. 
Thornburgh, Jacob M. . . Knoxville, Tennessee 140 west. 
Throckmorton, James W.] McKinney, Texas 145 east. 
Tipton, Thomas F.. Bloomington, Illinois .....--- 50 west. 
Townsend, Amos Cleveland, Ohio 159 west 
Townsend, Martin I.. Troy, New Nor 146 west. 
Townshend, Richard W.| Shawneetown, Illinois -...--.. 107 east. 
Tucker, John R.. Lexington, Virginia 15 east. 
Turner, Thomas Mount Sterling, Kentucky.. 139 east. 
Turney, Jacob Greensburgh, Pennsylvania...| 72 east. 
Vance Robert . Asheville, North Carolina . 133 east. 
Van Vorhes, Nelson H.. . Athens, Ohio ..--...-.------- 127 west. 
Veeder, William D Brooklyn, New Lor 87 east. 
Waddell, Alfred M. Wilmington, North Carolina. 106 east. 
Wait, John T........... Norwich, Connecticut 26 west. 
Walker, Gilbert CO Richmond, Virginia 80 east. 
Walsh, William Cumberland, Maryland ...-.. 58 east. 
Ward, William 8 Chester, Pennsylvania 117 west. 
Warner, Levi Norwalk, Connecticut 147 east. 
Watson, Lewis FF. Warren, Pennsylvania 47 west. 
Welch, Frank Norfolk, Nebraska 83 west. 
Witte, Harry. 2 Indiana, Pennsylvania ..-..--. 14 west. 
White, Michael DB. Crawfordsville, Indiana 56 west. 
Whitthorne, W. CO.... .. Columbia, Tennessee 10 east. 
Williams, Jere N.. . . Clayton, Alabama 31 east. 
Williams, James Kenton, Delaware 47 east. 
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Williams, Alpheus S.. . . Detroit, Michigan 64 east. Wilson, Benjamin -| Wilsonburgh, West Virginia. II east. 
Williams, Andrew Plattsburgh, New York.. .... 40 west. Wood, Fernando -| New York, New York. ........ 65 east. 
Williams, Richard Portland, O MR. nosa cenres] 25 west. || Wren, Thomas Eureka, Nevada 36 west. 
— 11 8 7 Charles G. . Janesville, Wisconsin. . 62 west. || Wright, Hendrick B. . . Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania. 36 east. 
Willis, Albert 88 Louisville, Kentucky......... 38 east. || Yeates, Jesse J. -----| Murfreesborough, N. CO. 96 east. 
Willis Benjamin .. New York, New York......... 115 east. || Young, Casey. ..... Memphis, Tennessee 97 east. 
Willits, Edwin Monroe, Michigan 52 west. 
DELEGATES. 


Post-office address. 


Salt Lake City, Utah .....--. 


Cannon, George W. Kidder, Jefferson P.....| Vermillion, Dakota .......... 
Corlett, William W.. Cheyenne, Wyoming Maginnis, Martin Helena, Montana 
Fenn, Stephen S8 Mount Idaho, Idaho Romero, Trinidad Las Vegas, New Mexico 

Jacobs, Orange Seattle, Washington cease ease Stevens, Hiram S. Tucson, Arizona 
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Page. 
Adams, D. L., testimony of —· 8 663, 664 
Adjournment of the Seante without day— 
resolution declaring the. 
laid on the table 3 - 40 
reintroduced and agreed to..-.-..----- 5 46 
resolution concerning the 3 5 115, 448 
concurrent — — concerning the 816 
submitted by Mr. Edmunds and send 816 
concurred in by the House .---s-.=-..-......... 814 
3 5 echanical College, bill (S. No. 247) in aid 
©. 
introduesd rr r VO 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor ......... 305 
8 the Committee on 
intment of members offꝶq .. 39, 50 
. bil letters, and resolutions referred to 363 
Alabama, the Senators from— 


28 


e v 40 


eorge E.S e ond nov casdvenenshccceepas 2. 49 


18 the State of— 
legislation concerning— 
bill (S. No. 114) a rovide for the survey of a ship-channel 
in the bay of Mobile, from the city of Mobile to the 
lower anchorage. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan deere 8 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (S. No. 115) to establish certain post- routes in. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan ....-.- sses ----0+---+- 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads ... 
bill (S. No. 229) for the relief of the Deposit Savings Asso- 
ciation of Mobile. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer) 
referred to the Committee On eee de snevassapes 
bill AP No. 298) to grea additional homesteads to settlers 
m the public lands in the State of. 
in uced by Mr. Conover 


memorials and petitions from citizens of— 
praying for post-routes 
praying for harbor improvements at Mobile. 
Alabama Industrial Association, memorial of, praying for the 
improvement of the rivérs of Alabama............- 
Alabama industrial convention, memorial of, praying for the im- 
rovement of Mobile Bay 
Alabama ¢ sak bill (S. No. 111) re-establishing the court of 
ssioners of. 
introduced by Mr. Kernan....---.-.--.....-......... 8 
referred to the Committee on the J adiciary 333 
Albany, New York, letter- carriers of, petition of, praying for an 
increase of compensation E cone none 
Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Companp, bill (S. No. 18) for 
the relief of the. 
introduced by Mr. Withers 0.2.2. 0. ccn secs secnce cone 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affaire 
motion withdrawing the papers of the 
Albemarle Sound, North Carolina, bill (S. No. 358) to provide 
for the erection of light-houses in. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon. .......... 2.200. -200sc00------ 
referred to the Committee on Commerce..........-.-----.-- 
Albertson, Louisa, bill (S. No. 367) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey —— e 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 
Alden, W. H., and others, petition of, praying for an increase of 
15 nue. to e 23 
en, „ and othe: tition of, praying for a post-route .. 
ALLISON, W. Wits B- bens tor froth Tawar az 
attended the special / 
appointed on committees at the special session 
attended the regular sessieonnnn ence een ene sone 


—— 2 44 


9 


appre WILLIAM B.—Continued. 
inted on committees at the regular session ......... 50, 83, 559 
bi s introduced by, at the session, Viz: 
8. No. 121, for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Charles E. A deceased 150 


nen 


8. ‘No. 240, to miare the heirs and i legai representatives 

of John Rice Jones, deceas eld «4 

referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 

S. No. 256, for the relief of Israel Lount 

referred to the Committee on Claim 
9 made by, at the special session, to 


proceed to the N of executive business. 
motions made by, at the regular session, to— 
tee . NT s i 671, 688 
proceed to the consideration of executive business.. 805 
taka $ secon 8 3 7 690, 700 
wi w the pa of— 
John Rigo lee ener 8 . 


— H mens sses sses seess 


„ and others, praying for an increase of com- 
tion to letter-carriers . ...-..--.-....--..- 149 
1 Eliza P. Willard, praying for the removal of her 
political ‘disabilities . 2... 0. c20.c case wcccns cases sess 245 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session. . 600, 650, 686, 712, 739 

remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 

bill (H. No. 1 making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for fiscal year e: g June 30,1878. ..418, 420, ne 

pon „ ß N a 

ill (S. No. 107 8 to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
Wil ð d ‚ͤ a 5⁵⁴ 
Amendment to the Constitution, recommendation of an, by 
Faden n ꝓ—ꝓ—ꝓ—ꝓ—ꝓ—ꝓ—éÿõÿ ĩͤ 8 
Andrews, SA oo and others, petition of, praying for a post- wi 

Andrews, John F., petition of, pra; compensation for regis- 
tered 5 3 3 302 

Angell, George T., president, memorial of, relating to the — 88 


rtation of animals from the West to the seaboard .. 800 
ANTHONY, Henry B., a Senator from Rhode Island— 
attended the special TCC. 1 
appointed on committees at the special en 39, 41 
attended the regular session ..--+--+--00-+-se-000-+-=00 49 
3 on committees at the regular session - 50 
ings and remarks from the chair at the special session 46 
rulings and remarks from the chair at the regular session.... 778 
bills introduced by, at the lar session, viz: 
S. No. 177, providing for a disbursing officer for the Con- 
gressional Printing Office...... -. 3 8 202 
referred to the e on Printing 202 
S. No. 192, providing for the palatine and distribution of 
the blennial PRIMAL passe Luss spok apei aD AS wane 245 
referred to the Committee on Printing 245 
8. No 220, back, considered, and passed by the Senate 414, 415 
220, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
urchase a lot of land for the use of the Government 
n Providence, Rhode Island 283 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 283 
2 0 8 with an amendment and passed. 521 
8. 323, granting a pension to the ee of the late 
Leet e njamin J. Totten, of the United States eat 
JJ. ͤ ͤ K E 9 
referred to tht Committee on Pensions 1 521 
motion made by, at the special session, to adjourn........... 5 
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ANTHONY, Henry B.—Continued. 
motions made by, at the regular session, to— 
proceed to the consideration of executive business 
withdraw the papers of— 
Babury oko cots acaceciecesssenes cass sbadeuns sacsuc 
Commander Robert F. R. Lewis — — 
resolutions offered by, at the special session 
that the credentials of Senators-elect in all disputed or 
contested cases lie upon the table till to-morrow.... 2 
amendment offered by Mr. Thurman, and withdrawn 2 
discussed and agreed 2 
that the volume containing the proceedings of the electoral 
,commission and of the two Houses in the counting of 
electoral votes, directed to be printed by a concur- 
rent resolution of March 3, be prepared for publica- 
tion under the direction of the Committee on Print- 
ing. Referred to the Committee on Printing 
that of the number of said publication allotted to the Sen- 
ate by said concurrent resolution 200 copies be fur- 
nished to the e of the Supreme Court who were 
members of the electoral commission. 
referred to the Committee on Printing 3 
rted without amendment and agreed too 
that the Secretary of the Senate be directed to purchase for 
. the use of the Library and committees of the Senate 
500 copies of Hickey’s Constitution of the United 
. they can be purchased at a price not 
ex ng $1.75 per copy. 
referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Con- 
tingent Expenses of the Senate 
repo adversely, and indefinitely postpo 5 
that 50 additional copies of the compilation of State con- 
stitutions and colonial charters be printed and bound 
for distribution, under the direction of the Senate 
Committee on Printing, to the secretaries of States 
sa ones who have aided in the preparation of the 
work. 
that the Committee on Printing have leave to sit during 
the recess of the Senate. A . 
that the thanks of the Senate are due and are tendered to 
the Vice-President, for the e ee ability, and im- 
partiality with which he has ded over its delib- 
erations during the present session. . 57 to 
resolution offered by, at the regular session, that a commit- 
tee, consisting of two members, be appointed, to join 
such committee as may be appoin by the House 
of er to wait upon the President of the 
Uni States and inform him that a quorum of each 
House has assembled and that Congress is ready to 
receive oat! communication he may be pleased to make. 
Consid end Soren 160-22 cep anne cnpaes presan 
joint resolutions introduced by— 

8. R. No. 3, authorizing Commander Edmund O, Matthews, 
of the United States Navy, to accept a gilt tea-pot 
from the Emperor of Siam 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 
ee e ede Seba aise E E NEEE 

8. R. No. 6, fixing a site for the equestrian statue of General 
Nathanael Greene „444 371 


40 


resolutionsconcerning the publication of the electoral com- 
mission 887 . 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the mone- 


remarks by, at the regular session, on the 

resolution concerning the disposition of surplus documents... 
joint resolution (S. No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrian 
statue of General Nathanael Greene 
bill (S. No. 192) providing for the printing and distribution 
of the Biennial Register 414, 415 

bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing the binding of documents 
for members of Congress ee 2.02.. 

year ending June 30, 
F 364, 387, 390, 415-423, 525 
deficiencies in various Departments (H. R. No. 1220) 387,414 


Page. 
Appropriations, the Committee on— 

appointment of members of.. „ 39, 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred fo 59, 168, 
244, 245, 364, 387, 388, 521, 571, 634, 635, 650,714, 780 
bills and resolutions reported by 387, 414, 603, 766 
titions referred to cone 2 — 548 

Arkansas, the Senators from r 
Stephen W. Dorsey, attended. eee eee 2, 49 


Augustus H. Garland, attended 
Arkansas, the State of— 
legislation concerning— 


ill (S. No. 50) to establish certain post-rontes in. 


introduced by Mr. Dorsey 2 „ lee 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads . 108 
bill (S. No. 116) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
= adjust and settle the debt due the United States 
modasi To AA A 149 
referred to the Committee on Finance 149 
bill (S. No. 129) donating the military reservation of Fort 
Smith to the city of Fort Smith, for free schools. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey ..-. .--. 2.2 -----2-- oporse pora 150 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 50 
bill (S. No. 130) to establish a pension agency at Little Rock, 
Arkansas. ; 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey . 150 
referred to the Committee on Pensions VOAR SRIAN 150 
bill (S. No. 218) to create a circuit court for the districts of. 
introduced by Mr. Garland 233 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ........-... 283 
bill (S. No. 250) for the relief of the National Bank of 
Western Arkansas. 
introduced by Mr. Garland — cee nee cone 341 
referred to the Committee on Claims 341 
bill (S. No. 280) making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Arkansas River by removing the bar 
poproko Fort Smith. 
in / 363 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 3⁰³ 
Arkansas River, bill (S. No. 280) making an appropriation for 
improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey c 363 
referred to the Committee on Commercoo 363 
Armes, George A., bill (S. No. 352) to authorize the restoration 
? of, to the Army. 
introduced by Mr. Christiane -=-= -ope ---..-+--- onen 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
motion withdrawing the pa FC 
ARMSTRONG, D. H., a Senator from Missouri 
attended the regular session -> 50 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
appointed on committees at the regular session 
bits introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
8. No. 343, to amend sections 649 and 714 of the Revised 
Statutes, in relation to issues of fact in civil cases 
and retirement of judges ..--.---.----.- 57 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............- 570 
S. No. 344, to provide for ascertaining and settling private 
land claims in certain States and Territories 57 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims.. 570 
petitions 3 by, from 
Wade, Henry H., and others, praying for an increase of 
com tion to letter- carriers 207 
Kansas City, Missouri, Board of Trade of, relating to tho 
e e A TA AA E R 207 
Saint Louis, Missouri, Merchants’ Exchange of, praying the 
repeal of the bankrupt law. 207 
Saint Louis, Missouri, Association of Mexican Veterans of, 
praying for pensions to survivors of the Mexican war. 443 
Calm, Joseph, & Co., and others, in favor of the amendment 
of the bankrupt law... 222 e ee er — 443 
Armstrong, Frank C., petition of, praying the removal of his 
hitical disabilities — — 521 
bill (S. No. 329) to remove the political disabilities of. 521 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell...... .... 22-20. ececnc ee sagas 521 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary...--.-....-..- 521 
Armstrong, James B., bill (S. No. 188) amendatory of the act for 
` the relief of heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell 22 203 
referred to the Committee on Claims — cess 203 
Army, the, bill (H. R. No. 2 making 3 for the 
support of, for the fiscal year en ing Jane 30, 1878.. 364 
received ts ge referred to the Committee on Appropriations... 304 
reported from the Committee on Appropriations, with amend- 
CCT 387 
considered and passed by the Senate 398, 415-123 
the Senate receded on several amendments in which the 
House had non-concurred...... ..----..----..------ 525 
re naaa ak a a .. 549, 569 


approved by the President, November 21, 1877. 


SENATE PROCEEDINGS. 


Army and Navy pensions from March 4, 1789, to June 30, 1876, 


resolution requesting a statement of the appropria- introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin 305 
tions and expenditures on account of. A . 201 referred to the Committee on Pensions 
Arrearages due certain persons for services to the United States Bankrupt law, bill (S. No, 35) to repeal the. 
prior to late war, bill (S. No. 283) to provide for pay- eee by Mr. McCreety....-... . . e-: — 84 
ment of. read twice, and ordered to lie on the table and be printed... 84 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon ...--- SSS 363| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary with an amend- 
referred to the Committee on Claims... 363 en 228 N 109 
Atkins, Grace, petition of, praying for a pension ---- 135 | Bankruptcy, bill (S. No. Mh amending the laws establishing a 
Atkins, John G., and others, petition of, praying for the favor- uniform system of. 
able consideration of the bounty bill. 115 introduced by Mr. Matthews 9 168 
Attendance of Senators, compulsory, discussion on 678-683 | referred to the Committee on the Judiciary yu 168 
Andit and Control the Contingent Expenses, the Committee Baptist, Mary Emma, petition of, praying for a pension 201 
to— | Baptist Relief Association of Puget Sound, bill (S. No. 299) for 
appointment of members o ......--+.-----+------ 39, 50 the relief of the. 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred too 40 introduced by Mr. Hoa 2 387 
bills and resolutions reported by:. 46 referred to the Committee on Commerce...-........-.-..-.- 387 
Austin, H. Josiah, and others, petition of, praying the improve- Barnes, Theo., and others, petition of, relating to the charter 
ment of the Fox River of the Washington Market Company 414 
Austin-Topolovampo Pacific route, bill (S. No. 213) to survey BARNUM, WILLIAM H., a Senator from Connecticut— 
the. Í attended the special sessiobc n... 4 
introduced by Mr. Paddock 0.0.2.2 senesnis Sees sees 246| appointed on committees at the special session 39 
referred to the Committee on Railroads ...-.......-.-.----- 246| attended the regular session 49 
ln p 15, appointed on committees at the lar session 50 
23, 24, 45, 46, 102, 106, 423, 581, 603, 604, 605, 640, 648, 650, 653, | Basse, Elisha, motion withdrawing the papers of 3 150 
654, 655, 662, 666, 671, 674, 675, 677, 678, 685, 686, 687, 690, 691, | BAYARD, Tuomas F., a Senator from Delaware 
693, 696, 700, 701, 702, 712, 714, 730, 737, 749, 766, 778, 780, 797 attended the special session. 2 
Ayres, Treadwell S., motion withdrawing the papers off 117 appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session 49 
B. appointed on committees at the regular session . 50, 201, 222 
bill introduced by, at the regular session, viz: S. No. 36, to 
Babcock, 8. W., and others, petition of, praying for an increase reorganize the judiciary of the District of Columbia. 98 
of compensation to letter-carriers. ........--......-. 108 referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary............... 98 
BAILEY, James E., a Senator from Tennessee motion made by, at the regular session, to withdraw the pa- 
attended the special session.. 2 pers of George R. Dennis 150 
appointed on committees at the special session. - 39] resolutions offered by, at the special session 
attended the regular session 49 that the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, claiming to be 
sprained on committees at the regular session 50 a Senator from the State of Louisiana, do now lie 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz : upon the table until the appointment of a Committee 
8. No. 8, for the relief of Perez Dickinson, the surviving on Privileges and Elections, to whom they can be re- 
partner of James Cowan, deceased, heretofore trading ferred. 
and doing business under the firm-name and style of offered as a substitute for Mr. Blaine’s resolution 15 
Cowan & Dickinson, of Knoxville, East Tennessee 57 discussed, modified, and 22 15-23 
referred to the Committee on Claims 57 that the credentials of John T. Morgan, Senator-elect from 
S. No. 9, for the relief of Duncan Marr, of Montgomery the State of Alabama, be taken from the table, and 
County, Tenneesee se 57 that he be sworn. 
referred to the Committee on Claims 57 discussed and agreed to... ..-. .- «„: 24, 31 
S. No. 132, granting a pension to Joseph Grigsby.....---.. 167 amendment offered by Mr. Spencer, and rejected 24, 31 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 167 | petitions presented by, from 
S. No. 281, for the relief of Captain Gaines Lawson, of the Bri W. B., and others, praying for an increase of com- 
United States Army. 44 363 pensation to letter-carriers............---..----.--- 77 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 363 Bryan, Thomas B., and others, praying for an increase of 
8. No. 363, ting a pension to James Neweomb 766 compensation to letter-carriers............---..-..- 
reported from the Committee on Pensions 766 | incidental remarks by, at the special session.. 24,33 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— incidental remarks by, at the regular session 654, 701 
Rev. Patrick A. Fechannn „„ 58| remarks by, at the special on, on the resolution for the 
Tresdwell' Bs nr iss dec w abit vcluschesccdukssacds 117 admission of William Pitt Kellogg as a Senator from 
Payne, James & Coo ..¶x 3 168 the State of Louisiana 15, 16,17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23 
ccc 168| remarks by, at the regular session, on the 
Samuel lll! isco adcewacees 305 resolution appointing a committee to take into consideration 
Alexanter ht —T—2 305 the state of the law respecting presidential elec- 
petition aprenan by, at thé ial session, from Porter, MONG E A E T E E O E I A S SY EOE 78 
vernor James D., and others, praying an appro- resolution referring the credentials of Henry M. Spofford, as 
priation for further arctic explorations. ...... ....- 40 Senator from the State of Louisiana, to the Com- 
petitions presented by, at the regular session, from— mittee on Privileges and Elections 100, 101 
Southern Methodist Publishing House, praying payment of motion to discharge the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
ann Venw A TP EERE ATES 57 tions from the further consideration of the creden- 
Marr, Duncan, praying payment of a war claim . 57 tials of J. B. Eustis as Senator from the State of 
Grigsby, Joseph, praying that his name be restored to the Fe .: ͤ 114 
Pens 167 resolution appointing a committee to investigate the books 
Porter, Governor James D., and others, praying an increase and accounts of the Treasury Department 522, 523 
of compensation to letter-carriers...-...........--... 386 resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Methodist Episcopal Church South, praying payment of Elections from the consideration of the credentials 
Goo A - 521 of M. C. Butler as Senator from the State of South 
incidental remarks by, at the special session... — 40 Carolina 579, 580, 581, 652, 653, 662, 679, 680, 683, 684 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 58,714 correction of the Journal ............... „ 601, 602 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the bill (S. No. 179) r / laser pawesslewes 723 
to authorize the taking of certain parcels of land for resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as a 
the public use on the west front of the Capitol Senator from the State of Louisiana 730, 
: 83 BB:. A NT . 345 780, 781, 782, 783, 784, 785, 786, 787, 788 
Bailey, O. P. W., and others, petition of, relating to the juris- Beacon-lights on the line of inland navigation from Chesapeake 
diction of the Court of Claim 414 Bay to the sounds in North Carolina, bill (S. No. 357) 
Baily, Mrs. Joanna, testimony of-........-........--.-.-.---.. 694 prosiding tar. 
Baker, Allen, and others, petition of, praying the passage of a introduced by Mr. Merrimon 2 86 
law authorizing arrears of pension. 244 referred to the Committee on Claims 766 
Bangor, Maine, business men of, petition of, praying for an in- Beall, Otho W., petition of, praying to be placed upon the pen- 
-- -crease of compensation to letter-carriers ............ 56 r ee econ pean cae Naat eae 414 
letter carriers of, petition of, praying for an increase of com- Beard, Hikox & Co, and others, petition of, praying the repeal 
, . nadescliverecs 56 of the bankrupt law n 361 


Banker, Frederick, bill (S. No. 1 a pension to. 
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Beaumont, Thomas, bill (S. No. 160) gran a pension to. 
introduced by Mr galls ) 9 


appointed on committees at the special session. 
5 the regular session 
inted on committees at the Sati babe pega a Saine 50, 559 
bh s introduced by, at the kopua 
8. No. 5, for the removal of all disabilities 3 by the 


fourteenth amendment to the Constitution 57 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...-.-......-. 57 
S. No. 6, to re the act of July 2, 1862, and such sections 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States as per- 
petuate the oath prescribed in said ac 57 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ............ 57 
8. No. 31, to authorize the payment of 50 per cent. of cus- 
toms duties in legal-tender notes 77 
referred to the Committee on Finance 77 
8. No. 66, for the relief of John Thorns, of Fayette County, 
PRE AEE, TREE AE ARS HI RINT I 108 
referred to the Committee on Claims 108 
S. No. 70, to repeal section 3 of the act to provide for the 
resumption of specie payments 116 
reſerred to the Committee on Finance 116 
S. No. 117, for the relief of distillers of spirits by the repay- 
ment of moneys expended by them for Tice meters.. 149 
referred to the Committee on Finance 333 149 
S. No. 118, for the relief of Elizabeth Carson...........-... 150 
referred to the Committee on Claims 150 
8. No. 163, for the relief of Brannin, Summers & Co., of Lou- 
Win Kentucky = 2205. —TT——8 201 
referred to the Committee on Finance ...-.....-...----- 201 
S. No. 237, to authorize the payment of customs duties in 
legal-tender notes... 4 „crñ„ 


referred to the Committee on Finance 
S. No. 266, for the relief of Mrs. Mary T. Duncan 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
S. No. 359, for the relief of the estate of 
deceased, of Kentucky.. 
referred to the Committee on Claim 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
TT. Garrard end otherbi s iisi veccteesolebess cliwesaese 
Thomas M. Rediuiu 44 e 
Warren Mitchell.. 3 Peers og Ee eed 3 
„J ĩð?:ſ. sion en ccsncdadnvahwoeectelseces 
Elisabeth Caro ee e e e 
petitions presented by, from Mrs. Mary T. Duncan, praying 
payment of a e ee 
incidental remarks by, at there; 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
bill (S. No. 179) to authorize the taking of certain parcels of 
land for the public use on the west front of the Capitol 


ee ß eee eee 


bill Gl. KR. & No. 902) making 1 for the 11 and of | 
year ending June 30, 1 
pes -o one ese esneeee 417 221. 422 
resolution appointing a committee to investigate ths books 
and accounts of the Departm 
bill ar ease to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
„EE!!!!b..õöõéâ?[(P Sees aed eiveleend 
joint resolution (1H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
industrial ex position 570, 571 
right of the Vice-President to vote 050000m000 738 
Beeber, Captain James M., bill (S. No. 19) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. D 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs -4-0 
Benét, Stephen V., bill (S. No. 187) concerning the application 
of, for a patent for cartridges. 


introduced by Mr. Burnside ..---- 222s eeeses cessos 208 
referred to the Committee on Patents 208 
Benjamin, William S., petition of, praying a duplicate discharge, 
and bounty: AA 634 
Bergguist, Philip A., and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
0 compensation to letter carriers 98 
Berry, J. S., and others, petition of, praying for the passage of 
a law making silver a legal tender for all sums 76 
Berry, Spe: J., Lipase of, — 5 praying for arrears of pay due her 115 
bill (8. No. 101) for ti the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey .....----..---- 3333 117 
referred to the Committee on Claims aůF—⁰ r 117 
Best, J. Milton, bill (S. No. 359) for the relief of the estate of. 
introduced by Mr. Beck . i 766 
referred to the Committee on Claims ..................---.- 767 
Binding documents for members of Congress, bill (H. R. No. 1279) 
authorizing the. 
passed by the House % — 720 
received and referred to the Committee on Printing - 730 
reported back and passed by the Senate 800 


Biennial es bill (8. By. ag providing for the printing 


ibution of 


1 | by Mr. ieee Laas Sea ` we sume BOO: 
referred to the Committee on Printing 5 
reported back, conside: and by the Senate 414, 415 
Biese, Charles W., bill (S. No. 161) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Harris sideads bou 201 
referred to the Committee on Mili: AAA 201 
Bingham, 5 1 and others, petition of, praying relief for E. 
Birney, 3 bill (S. No. 206) for the relief of. 
uced by Mr. Spencer —— — ——— 246 
referred to the Committee on Claims 246 
Blackwelder, Mary A., 3 of, praying e aE RING for cot- 
ton furnish C 283 
BLAINE, JAMES G., a Senator from Maine 
attended the special session.. 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session „ 5 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session 50 
resolution offered by, at the special session, that the oaths pre- 
seribed by law be inistered to William Pitt Kel- 
logg, whose credentials as a Senator from Louisiana 
were presented on the 20th day of January, 1877 15 
substitute offered by Mr. Bayard, gp Perey odiſied, sina = 
C bees ls sow apesspoevioerdcans 5.— 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 17, 23, 40, 41 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution for the admission of L. Q. C. Lamar, as Senator 
From: Minataai pl ooo es / EN 5, 6, 14 
resolution for the ission of William Pitt Kellogg as 
Senator from Louisiana 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 31 
remarks by, at the Togas session, on the— 
South Carolina and Louisiana affairs 
resolution for the admission of Henry M. Spofford as Sen- 
ator from Louisian ane 44 seoees s 80, 81 
resolution referring the credentials of rover M. Spofford, 
as Senator from Louisiana, to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 
Bod, Lewis V., a Senator from Missouri 
attended the special P 0000 2 
appointed on committees at the special session . 39 
resolution offered by, at the special session, that 10,000 copies 
of the re of the monetary commissions but not in- 
cluding the tables and appendix, be printed for the 
use of the esate 2 Konee well ead P 43 
288 to the Committee on Printing 43 
rted back, considered, and agreed to 46 
inci ental remarks by, at the special session ....-.......---. 38 


remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution concerning credentials of Senators-elect in con- 
tested ease. e Ss wes we nainu Soe eee 2 
. of William Pitt Kellogg as Senator from Louisi- 
5 to print 10,000 copies of the report of the mon- 
etary o 
(Mr. Bogy died at Saint Louis, Missouri, September 20, 1877. 
Bohle, Henry, and others, petition of, praying for an increase o 
compensation to letter-carriers 
Bohn, Charles H., and others, petition of, praying for donation 
of public lands for a library building .............. 
Bolivar, 3 and uena Counties, M 
levees of, resolutions of, in favor of tho! prove- 
er of the Mississippi Soo TRE 
Bond, John R., bill (S. No. 314) 4 or the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dennip iis. 0 ss Giok Pi 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
Bond, W. H., and others, petition of, praying an increase of com- 
sation to letter-carriers 
Bond for 5 of savings, bill (S. No. 106) to author- 
88 be Mr. Wande 
referred to the Committee on Finance 
amendment submitted and referred 
Bonney, Seth, bill (S. No. 189) to amend the record of military 


•—ä——— 4 


——U 


service of. 
introduced by Mr. Gordon peach 208 
referred to the Committee on Military 713 208 
Books in lofts of the Capitol, bill (S. No. 1) for removing the, 
introduced by Mr. Dawes „„ 57 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 57 
reported back in the form of a concurrent resolution and 
adopted by the Senate „*b²ũ3?DO 77 
concurrent resolution for the removal of tho 77 
reported from Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
as a substitute for Senate bill No.1................ 77 
considered and adopted by the Senate ..........-.....---. 77 
Bootu, NEWTON, a Senator from California 
attended the special ROMO sion EE csvase seeeatads 3 2 
appointed on committees at the special session.. „„ 39 


SENATE PROCEEDINGS. 


13 


Boorn, NEwron—Continued. 


pacers the regular session . a hele euis tensed ite 
inted on committees at the regular session 50, 222 
bulls introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 147, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to de- 
~~" ¢lare forfeitures of railroad grants in certain cases.. 168 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 168 
8. No. 148, to confirm the term of the patent of Thomas A. 
70700 N SEA A 1 168 
referred to the Committee on Patents 168 
S. No. 332, authorizing the extension of letters-patent bad 
the heirs of Benjamin S ee 5⁴9 
referred to the Committee on Patents 549 
resolutions offered by— 
that, if not incompatible with the public interests, the Presi- 
dent be requested to furnish the Senate with all the 
information at his command relative to the late so- 
called Nez Percé war, with the causes of the same, 
the number of Indians and soldiers of the United 


States en the number of lives lost, and the 

probable cost of such war; also, that he be requested 

to inform the Senate what disposition has been mado 

of Chief Joseph and the warriors who surrendered 

ya him tothe forces of the United States. Agreed 

that 500 copies of Senate bill No. 300 be printed for the use 

of the Senate Committee on Patents, Referred to the 

Committee on Printing 

that the Committee on Patents be authorized to have 

printed for the use of the committee 300 copies of the 

a ent before the committee in relation to Senate 

bill No. 300, Considered and agreed to 
petitions presented by, from— 

Smith, Charles H., 7 — others, praying for an increase of 

compensation to letter- carriers ----- +--+ 

Foster, J. C. C., aud others, praying for the protection of 

settlers on public lands sees 

incidental remarks by, at the regular session 


remarks by, at the regular session, on the bill (H. R. No. 1526) 55 


to provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the Government for the fiscal year 


ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years 
Boston, national banks of, and others, memorial of, against the 
pasigo assage of the bill for the remonetization of silver.. 
savings-banks of, remonstrance of, against the passage of the 
silver bill 
Society of Civil Engineers of, memorial of, in favor of the use 
of the metrical system ·— 
Bounties of eat bill (S No. 108) to equalize the, 
introduced b. er ee 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Bowen, William, bill (S. No, 339) for the relief of. 
introduced by EW DY tO i nnntpascadteskerwacdessanaceve 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
motion withdrawing the 
Bowers, 9 C., petition of, praying payment of a war 


—•—ͤ—n q eee 


rt on, b; 8 Committee on Claims r 
Bowlin, William, bill (S. No. 334) for the relief of. 
intela bA by Mr. paS aE E a a 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
motion withdrawing the papers o 
Boyle, Lawrence H., dete of, praying for a pe 
Boylston Insurance any, and others, petition of, praying 
Bose the pelea ment of an American legation at 
Brannin, Summers & Co., bill (S. No. We) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. Beck . seeecene scene 
referred to the Committee on Finance. T 
Brasel, Anna, bi HLE No. 226) concerning renewal of pension of. 
introduced by Mr. Oglesby ..-..---00-----0 2-22-0502 ` 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Brenneman, Richard H., and others, petition of, praying foc an 
increase of compensation to letter-carriers.......... 
Brevet e bill (S. No. 16) relating to certain. 
introduced by Mr. Wadleigh.........-....---.------ 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Brewster, Tou petition of, praying reinstatement in the 


‚—̃ eee ewe R kk. 9555333333333 


Bright, 8 motion withdrawing the papers of.. 
Brittain, W. B., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation ‘to letter-carriers 
Brooklyn, New York, letter-carriers of, petition of, praying for 
an increase of compensation 

BRUCE, BLANCHE K., a Senator from Mississippi— 
attended the special ROGR ON. «a asa. e e 
appointed on committees at the special session 
attended the regular session 25 
appointed on committees at the regular session 


Bruce, BLANCHE K.—Continued. 


resolution offered by, that the name of Mr. Bruce and that 
of Mr. Rollins be trans in the Committee on 
Manufactures, and that Mr. Rollins be the chairman 
of the 8 Etos 18 Waspsccecten eee 364 
petitions presented by, fro: 
Sizer, enry Bs. E., praying ‘authority to present a claim 201 
Bolivar, Washington, and Issaquena Counties, Mississi 
board of levees of, for the improvement of the Mieke” 
TCC 245 
Morrow; li, and others, praying aid to emigrate to Li- BY 
incidental remarks by, at the regular S 700 
Brugnier, Fhomhiio, and John Goewey, bill (S. No. 119) for the 
relief o 
introduced by Mr. Conkling..-.....-.-..--- FF (AOU 
referred to the 8 on Indian Affairs 150 
motion withdrawing the papers of.. „ 150 
Bryan, Thomas B., and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation to letter-carriers.. ......--.- 77 
Budd, 9 Matelinn peton of, praying for the removal of her 
poit disabilities ..... —— 22 — . 245 
Budlong, lary. Ot J., petition of, praying for a pansion . 800 
BURNSID on Aue a Senator from e d— 
attended the eases pel RRR BEELER ite aeons 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 3 39 
attended the regular session e 
sppoinied on committees at the regular session 3 . 50,222 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, yiz ; 
8. No. 37, for the relief of George P. Ihrie, late a paymaster 
of the United States Amy. S 98 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 98 
S. No. 178, to remove all restrictions now existing in regard 
to en] istments of the colored citizen in any arm of the 
United States Army.. 44 202 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 202 
S. No. 187, authorizing the Commissioner of Patents to re- 
hear the application of Stephen V. Benét for patent 
for Carteidgets.cincaiech Gos i podre ahinan saoe annae 208 
referred to the Committee on Patents 203 
S. No 249, to amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, concerning commerce and navi- 
gation and the regulation of steam-vessels 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.......-..-....- 341 
S. No. 355, for the relief of Henry M. Meade, late paymaster 
in the United States Navy 635 
referred to the Committee on 8 Buea „ 6³⁵ 
petitions presented by, from 
Gould, 8 T., praying a donation of public lands for a 
// AAA 3⁴⁰ 
District of 5 Viticultural Society of, relating to the 
relief of the surplus labor in cities..... steko sone seed) NO 
Goldsborough, Mrs. Elizabeth Wirt, praying for a pension.. 361 
Walden, Samuel D., and others, praying the construction of 
a light-house on “ Whale Rock“ . 634 
Benjamin, William S., praying a duplicate ee and 
DOUUGY TV TFTVTVT—T—T—T—W—W—WT—T—T—T—T—T—TT———— = 634 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session -4-00 693, 700 
remarks by, at the special session, on the resolution for the 
Ae dive of William Pitt Kellogg as Senator from 
/ AA RETI ash 23, 794,795 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) 
making ppropriations for the support of the Army 
for che fisa year ending June 30, 1578 and for other 
ß e wens 418, 420 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 
ator from the State of Louisiana . 794, 795 
Barwell, A., petition of, praying payment of a war claim ‘ 
petition of, praying a refund of cotton tas 
Butter, M. C., a Senator from South Carolina— 
resolution 2 Mr. Patterson, that the credentials of, lie npon 
the table until the committees are appointed, andshall 
then be referred to oe Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. Agreed too 23 


resolution by Mr. Thurman, ‘has the Committee on Privil 
and Slections be discharged from the consideration 
of the credentials of. Dienen ä 556-559, 
581, 603-605, 33-712 


amendment by Mr. Edmunds, that Willisa Pitt Kellogg be 
substituted for, and that Louisiana be substituted for 
South Carolina. Discussed and rejected ~...» 603, 604 
amendment by Mr. Conkling, that the committee be directed 
to report the cases of William Pitt Kellogg and Henry 
M. Spofford, and that meanwhile the case of, be 
ned. Discussed and rejected..........-----.-- 
ment by Mr. McMillan, that the committee examine 
and report what questions of fact, if any, in the case 
of, and Corbin are not settled by ne admission of 
the claimants. Discussed and rejected 


amen: 
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BUTLER, M. C., resolution by Mr. Thurman, that the Commit- 
tee on Privileges and Elections be discharged from 
consideration of credentials of —Continued. 

amendment by Mr. Mitchell, that a vote be taken on the reso- 


Intion on the 27th of November. Discussed, modi- 
fied, and ‘rejected... .29:2.- cub a coils 662-712 
adoption of the resolution. 712 
remarks on the resolution and amendments, by— 
yardi lide iniedi 579, 580, 652, 653, 680, 683, 684 
Bmnsides . — 693 
Cameron, of Wisconsin 666, 667, 696, 707, 710, 711 
Christiancy ..........-..-. e J éadane 640, 643 
Conkling sis ceeteu cabs sonecanectseeissesctus aaa 556, 
558, 581, 604, 647, 651, 662, 663, 665, 671, 672, 673, 678, 679, 686 
e 642, 643 
Davis, of Illinois 638, 639, 640, 648, 649 
y Dawes +--+ VVT 685 
Eaton e D 603, 651, 652 
0d, O44, G15, 680,681, 688, 663, 673, 673, 630, Gel, 683, 684 
„644, „ 9, COU, 681, 682, 
ie 1 690 
Gordon 2222222644, 645, 672, 685 
% T0 K 653 
Hill. . . 573, 574, 575, 576, 577, 578, 604, 649, 668, 669, 681, 682 
Hat ci sssosssvsseisees 557, 574, 577, 578, 579, 666, 667, 670 
% E A .. SE A Y E 640, 641 
McDonald...........--. 559, 603, 638, 639, 645, 651, 669, 675 
Nenn. 559, 575, 662 
Merrimon 702, 709, 710, 711 
Mitchell.. 573, 574, 579, 666 
Mor, PEEP E KTC 671 
Paddock a Unn neee 5 
Patterson .........- - 641, 642, 645 
RANSOMES ioiei diaken iy 666, 667, 668 
Saulshary: .sissca ses evacsdl vende 558, 559, 674, 675, 687 
DUGG cus. AVTA ETA E E EAT R TE AE, 557 
558,571,581, 646, 647, 651, 652,653, 662, 671, 679, 680, 681, 684 
Wadleigh. <0: i202 rne 558, 575, 576, 577, 579, 580, 649 
; ee 38, 669, 670, 671, 674,675, 682, 683, 684, 685, 686, 687, 696 
Witten 603, 662, 663, 679, 696 
Withers JF buobseiswut 679, 680 
attended the regular session 3 798 
Byrne, Edward, and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter n e eee 8 
i C. 
Caldwell, Joseph, heirs of, petition of, praying for a pension 115 
California, the Senators from— s E 
Newton Booth, attended TEN EEA EA A a a E 2,49 
Aaron A. nt, attended daisse Seesen 
California, the State of— 


legislation concerning— 

ill (S. No. 3) relating to the equitable and legal rights of 
parties in possession of certain lands and improve- 
ments thereon in, and to provide jurisdiction to de- 
termine those rights. 


introduced by Mr. Dt scase FFF 57 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar g 57 
reference changed to Committee on Private Land Claims... 302 
bill (S. No. 172) to establish a post-road. 
introduced by Mr. Sargent 29 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads... 202 
Call of the Senate, &c., discussion on a· 2 678-683 
Calm, Joseph, & Co., and others, memorial of, for the amendment 
of the bankrupt law.. 
CAMERON, ANGUS, a Senator from Wisconsin— 
attended the special session 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session 49 
sppeinted on committees at the regular session -......-..--- 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 171, for the relief of Enoch Totten, administrator of 
the estate of William A. Loyd, deceased. 
reported from the Committee on Claims 202 
S. No. 211, to appropriate money to improve the Mississippi 
River from the railway bridge above the city of La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, to the mouth of Root River 246 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 246 
S. No, 224, to aid the Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin to 
obtain subsistence by agricultural pursuits, and to 
promote their civilization...... .......----....---.. 283 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 283 
S. No. 244, granting a pension to Frederick Banker, a pri- 
vate in the late civil wauũ r - 305 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 305 
8. No. 309, fixing the salaries of the judges of the district 
courts of the United States. 443 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy 443 


CAMERON, ANGUS—Continued, 


bill introduced by— 
8. No. 346, referring the claim of Benjamin Holladay to the 

Court of Claims . . 

re from the Committee on Claims o 634 
joint resolution introduced by 
S. R. No. 4, to aid the Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin to 
obtain subsistence by agricultural pursuits, and to 

promote their civilization 371 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affair 371 
motion made by, at the regular session, to adjourn .......... 654 
petitions presented by, from— 

Hunt, James F., and others, praying for an increase of com- 

pensation to letter-carriers........-.-.---..--.---.- 108 

. William B., praying for a pension 135 
ies Rag J., relatin to the currene 2... 2.22... 340 
MeMillan, D. D., and others, praying the repeal of the bank- 

BUG UAW casn y T PETA IYOT 800 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 654,757 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 

resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 

M. C. Butler, of South Carolina . 666, 

667, 668, 672, 696, 709, 710, 711 
admission of M. C. Butler as Senator from the State of South 

9%. ß 758, 759, 760, 761 
joint resolution introduced by, S. R. No. 5, authorizing Rear 

Admiral William Reynolds, of the United States Navy, 

to accept certain presents tendered him by the Kings 

CCT 3 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 1 
reported back and passed by the Senate 804 
CAMERON, J. DONALD, a Senator from Pennsylvania 
attended the regular session 50 
appointed on committees at the regular session 83, 222, 559 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 55, for the relief of John W. Douglass.......... 108 
referred to the Committee on Finane 108 
S. No. 292, for the relief of Assistant Engineer Howard D. 

Potts, United States Navy 387 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 387 

S. No. 311, = ay pay the damages due to William Wheeler 
aea T a E RPA T A AA I NETA ec weet 443 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 443 
petitions presented by, from— 

Taylor, Charles R., and others, praying for an increase of 

compensation to letter-carriers........2...-.-..--.- 76 

Hart, George, and others, praying for an increase of com- 
pensation to letter-carriers........---...--..-...--. 97 
Johnson, J. W., and others, praying for an increase of com- 
nsation to letter-carriers...........---..-----.--- 97 
Still, William E., and others, praying for an increase of com- 
ensation to letter-carriers..-.....-.---.--------.-- 108 
Reed, I. A., and others, praying for an increase of compen- 
sation to letter-earriers 222. . 202.5 isene eee cee wees 108 
Harris, William M., and others, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers .-.--..--.-.......-.- 149 
Baptist, Mary Emma, praying for a pension 201 
Hubbell, William Wheeler, praying payment for use of his 
55 parens war 3 F GE 201 
atterson, Genera’ „ and ot ying a li 
appropriation for the Paris „ 3 548 
Erie, Pennsylvania, common council of, and others, in favor 

of the erection of certain public buildings . 548 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chamber of Commerce of, pray- 

ing the amendment or repeal of the bankrupt law... 766 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, national banks of, and others, 

against the coinage of silver currency to an unlimited 

„TTT A A T IEE 766 

Pennsylvania, citizens of, praying an appropriation for rifle 

PRMOUOG won seveNoinchs cone ca peecnqckaesene bass cae - 766 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, college of physicians of, relat- 
ing to the tax on quinine... -.. 2.2... 22. cece ne eens 800 
CAMERON, SIMON, a Senator from Pennsylvania— 
attended the special session 2222+ s2s2-ees 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 2 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution concerning credentials of Senators-clect in con- 

dented cane eee 2 

resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 

r . see dilan dS sanag 23 
[Mr. Cameron resigned in March, 1877.] 

Campbell, Catharine T., motion withdrawing the papers 5 117 
Capitol, North O Street and South Washington Railway Com- 
pany, bill SS No. 320) amendatory of the act to in- 
corporate the. 
introduced Dy Mr. Dose „ 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 521 


SENATE PROCEEDINGS. 


Capitol grounds, resolution to exclude all heavily laden vehicles, 
excepting the chariot line of omnibuses from the. 
re-introduced and laid over .---++ .---++---s-- 41, 42 
Captain Charles Robbins, bill (S. No. 289) to change the name 
of the schooner. 


introduced by Mr. Hamlin ...... ssam ~~ .----0 ew ee-s saades 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
reported back, considered, and passed by the Senate 
considered and passed by the House 
examined and Sieds- enas oss aasccnnncbercesnecdene=> 
approved by the President 
Carroll, Ann Eliza, memorial of, praying compensation for serv- 
ices rendered during the late war 149 
Carson, Elizabeth, bill {5 No, 118) for the relief of. 
introdaced by Mr. ie nsw esenwacin 8 150 
referred to the Committee on Claim sss. 150 
motion withdrawing the papers off. á..." 98 
Carter, J. H., bill (S. No. 338) to remove the political disabilities 
of. 
introduced by Mr. Gordon 4 549 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. . 549 
Carteret, bill (S. No. 65) granting a new register to the schooner. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimoumwmwnnn«« 108 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 108 
reported back with amendment and passed by Senate. . . . 804, 805 
Cascades of the Columbia River, Oregon, bill (S. No. 93) making 
further appropriation for improvements at the. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell 116 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 116 
Catlett, John E., bill (S. No. 233) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell.......... ......--- „ - 305 
referred to the Committee on Claims 305 
Cavalry force of the Army, discussion on. 415-423 
Cazeau, François, bill (S. No. 305) for the relief of the heirs and 
legal representatives of. 
introd Mes a r d anness—ens 415 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 415 
CHAFFEE, JEROME B., a Senator from Colorado— 
attended the special session 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session.. 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: y 
S. No. 20, authorizing the citizens of Colorado, Nevada, and 
the Territories to fell and remove timber on the pub- 
lic domain for mining and domestic purposes 77 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 77 
8. No. 133, to create a customs collection district in the State 
of Colorado and the Territories of Wyoming, Utah, 
We spaces adcsus asai 168 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - ---- 168 
8. No. 269, to establish certain post-routes in the State of 
r . 363 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 363 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of Elisha Basse.... 150 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Secretary of the Interior be directed to transmit 
to the Senate a copy of the last annual report of the 
Government directors of the Union Pacific Rai 
Company. Agreed to 117 
that the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
requested to inform the Senate what legal impedi- 
ments, if any, exist which prevent him from execut- 
ing the laws in accordance with the ene ac- 
cepted and agreements made by the Union Pacific 
3 Company and 5 with the United 
tates, as stipu an upon. 
ordered to be rinted 3 = . 284 
reintroduced, discussed, and laid on the table 364-371 
substitute offered by Mr. Paddock, and laid over 767 
petition presented by, from Medelina Budd, praying for the 
removal of her political disabilities 5 
incidental remarks by, at the nnn 445, 690 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the resolution concern- 
ing Pacific Railroad lines 284, 


364, 365, 366, 367, 368, 369, 370, 371, 635, 636, 637, 633 
Chamberlain, Daniel H., governor of South Carolina, testi- 
mony of 694 
Chariots, permission for the, to pass on the east side of the 
e AS TE EE E E T A race et 3 41, 42 
Charleston, South Carolina, business men of, petition of, praying 
for the re-establishment of the office of assistant 


treasurer at Charleston pert Ree epee 167 
Chamber of Commerce of, memorial of, for the improvement 

of Charleston Harbor 569 
Saint Michael’s charch of, petition of, praying to be refunded 

certain duties paid on bells. 336 
vestry of Saint Michael’s church at, petition of, praying for 

a remission of duties on bells s - S41 


Charleston, West Virginia, bill (S. No. 241) for the relief of tho 


Methodist Episcopal Church, South, at. 
introduced by Mr. Hereford -:: 305 
referred to the Committee on Claims 305 
Chatfield, M., and others, petition of, praying an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers .....-..--......--..- 97 
Cheeseman, D. W., petition of, „preying ieee 167 
Cherokee Indians, bill (S. No. ) to authorize the, to prosecute 
a suit in the Court of Claims. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon.... 2... .. . 283 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affair 283 
Chicago, Illinois, Board of Trade of, memorial of, praying the 
improvement of the Detroit River Hee EIR 634 
Fidelity Savings Bank of, depositors in, petition of, praying 
the passage of a bill to release insolvent m 
r y RS 521 
Chief-Justice of the United States, the oath of office adminis- 
tered to the President by the- E E SE 4 
Choate, Thomas J., and others, bill (S. No. 333) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. r S TO A 549 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 3 549 
CHRISTIANCY, Isaac P., a Senator from Michigan— 
attended the special session. 2 
appointed on committees at the special session — 89 
attended the regular sessitor nnn .---.- povoss noses sees 49 
8 on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 3 
S. No. 46, to enlarge the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims, 
and for other purposes. 98 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ....-. ES 98 
S. No. 297, to extend the provisions of an act entitled “An 
act to provide compensation for services of J 
Morell in adjusting titles to land in Michigan“ 387 
referred to the Committee on Claim 
S. No. 310, for the relief of John H. Russell. 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 443 
8. No. 352, to authorize the restoration of George A. Armes 
7 sees se dssesouscunssdsapn 635 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 635 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of George A. 
e snawessdettesahusessr sasdsannoysssers 766 
petitions presented by, from— 
Michigan, Legislature of, in favor of an appropriation for 
the improvement of the harbor at New Buffalo 78 
Michigan, Legislature of, in favor of an appropriation for 
the construction of a harbor at Menomonee. .... .... 76 
Michigan, Legislature of, in favor of an appropriation for 
a light-house at Thunder Ba 76 
Starkwether, Perry, and others, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter carriers 115 
Doxsie, Phebe C., praying for a pension 634 
Bingham, 8. D., and others, praying relief for E. Walker.. 634 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution for the admission of L. Q. C. Lamar as Senator 
from ‘Mississippi ili tive steen aas sees 13 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as 
Senator from Louisiana......-... 2.2.2.2. .--.---- 23 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
resolution referring the credentials of Henry M. Spofford, 
as Senator from the State of Louisiana, to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections 102 
bill (S. No. 151) to amend section 2306 of the Revised 
il x 207 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
United se eccceesepsvcacs 555 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials 
of M. C. Butler, of South Carolina 640, 642, 643, 669 
Church, Moses, and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers.............----- 
Cilley, Greenleaf, petition of, praying to be restored to the 
active list of the Nav.. 8 76 
Cinbangh, Zephaniah, bill (S. No. 227) granting a pension to. 
introduced. by Mr. Matthew. 283 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 283 
Cincinnati Transfer Company, bill (S. No. 173) for the relief of.. 202 
Circuit courts, expenses of, bill making an appropriation for. . 387, 414 
Citizens’ Gas-Light Company of Washington, District of Co- 

lumbia, bill (S. No. 272) to incorporate the. 

introduced by Mr. Kernan 

referred to 
Citizens’ Mutual Fire-Insnrance Company of Washington, bill 

(S. No. 318) to incorporate the, 

introduced by Mr. Eaton 

referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
City of Chester, bill (S. No. 126) to change the name of the 

steamer, to Portland. 

introduced by Mr. Mitchell. 150 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 
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Civil Service and Retrenchment, the Committee on— 
appointment of members of 
Claiborne, M. G. L., motion withdrawing the papers of 
Claims, bill (S. No. 87) authorizing the adjudication and pay- 
certain. 


ment of 
introduced by Mr. MatthewWwW 2.2... eirs 222-2222. - ee 116 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ..............--. 116 
Claims, the Committee on— 

appointment of members of ö 39, 50 
bilis, letters, and resolutions referred to 57, 58, 77, 78, 

98, 116, 117, 135, 150, 168, 208, 245, 246, 283, 305, 

341, 363, 364, 387, 415, 443, 444, 521, 549, 570, 635 
bills and resolutions reported b 283, 387, 570, 766 
discharged from the consideration ttt. 283, 303, 362 
petitions referred to. id aie cadets es 57, 77, 97, 115, 


116, 135, 167, 207, 245, 283, 341, 361, 386, 443, 548, 549, 569, 634 


compensation to letter- carriers pone. L 
Clark, W. A., and others, memorial of, praying the restoration of 
Wage 340 
Clearances of ships and vessels bound to foreign 51575 bill (S. 
No. 257) to amend section 4200 of the Revised Stat- 
utes relating to. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida ..........-.-------.---- 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 341 


Clemens, James L., bill (S. No. 102) for the relief of the legal 
. representatives of. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey aeda perengan cane oes 117 
referred to the Committee on Claims ..............-.------. 117 
Clements, Milton H., bill (S. No. 75) granting a pension to. 


introduced by Mr. Ingalls. -.. ---. 22.20. .... 116 
referred to the Committee on Pensions .............--.----. 116 
Clerks of committees, payment ot 41 


Clerks of House committees, joint resolution (H. R. No. 58) 
fixing the date of payment of certain. l 
received from the House and referred to the Committee on 


nne neunana cep pensuecspeccus 730 
Clifford, Edwin A., bill (S. No. 145) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Oglesby -.... 6 cone 168 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 168 
TODOFLOD HRSG. i. cceqee ecu ses soa nhabonskdpmecan con ened Sp 521 
considered and passed by the Senate «„ 571 
Clift, 8 bill 80 No. 162) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Harris .--+-- baaaie 201 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 201 
Cobb, Joseph R., petition of, praying compensation for services 
in Tecrniting Service „ „„6ũ 135 
bps remot Francis M., a Senator from Missouri 
attended special session ͤĩ%% 2 
appointed on committees at the special session. 39 
attended regular session F 49 
1 pea on committees at the regular session ............. 50 
bills introduced by, at the lar session, viz: 

S. No. 32, for the relief of J. M. Micow and others 77 
referred to the Committee on Claim 77 
reported back with a substitute 570 

S. No. 33, for the relief of R. W. Corbin and others 78 
referred to the Committee on Claim 78 

S. No. 67, for the relief of John Taylor 109 
referred to the Committee on Claim 109 

S. No, 188, amendatory of the act entitled “An act for the 

relief of the heirs and next of kin of James B. Arm- 
strong, deceased,” approved March 3, 1873 208 
referred to the Committee on Claim 208 

S. No. 217, for the relief of John A. Sha 246 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.. . 246 

S. No. 233, for the relief of John E. Catlett EATA 305 
referred to the Committee on Claims 305 

S. No. 234, for the relief of Thomas B. Wallace. e-- 305 
referred to the Committee on Claims 2 2 

S. No. 235, for the relief of Joseph Kinney, administrator of 

David Ballentyne, of Missouri 305 
referred to the Committee on Claims 305 

8. No. for the relief of William Morrison 305 
refe: to the Committee on Claims 30⁵ 

8. No. 308, for the relief Joseph N. Lewis 443 
referred to the Committee on Ciaim oa 443 

8. No. 321, to establish a post-route in Missouri 521 


referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads... 521 
8. No. 329, to remove the political disabilities of Frank C. 
N ‚ͤ— taint demand sprmeshoke aes 521 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 521 
S. No. 347, to remove the political disabilities of Manning 
M. Kimmell, late of Cape Girardeau County, Missouri. 635 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............. 635 
S. No. 348, to authorize the construction of a bridge across 

the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri 635 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 635 


COCKRELL, Francis M.—Continued. 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 


Georgo E. Payne 98 
J. M. Micow. 117 
R. G. P. White. 117 
R. W. Corbin. ce eewevewiewe e e 117 
CCC eee ee 117 
Francis Robinson c 8 202 
Margaret Ireland: „% kane | RAG 
Theodore Higgins ence ces - 444 
petitions presented by, from— 

Kansas City, Missouri, Board of Trade of, in favor of the 

repeal of the resumption ac. 115 
Brenneman, Henry, and others, praying an increase of com- 

pensation to letter-carriers..........-...-.2..------ 167 
Wade, Richard H., and others, praying an increase of com- 

pensation to letter-carriers........---..--.-..------ 167 
Missouri, Legislature of, for the relief of the soldiers and 

widows of soldiers who fought in the Mexican, Black 

Hawk, and Florida wars. 167 
Stork, Abbie L., praying for the removal of her political dis- 

BOGAN Casco ised A PAER A sewer EEEE 245 
Missouri, General Assembly of, for the repeal of the bank- 

FUP ING MA AEE E OELE PORRAS AN S SOA I 361 
Missouri, General Assembly of, relating to the growth and 

sale of ‘leaf-tobacco. 22.2... >us cee teccee cnn cnee 361 
Missouri, General Assembly of, in favor of the construction 

of a transcontinental railway .........--..-..-...-- 361 
Missouri, General Assembly of,in favor of the removal of 

the National Capital 361 
Missouri, General Assembly of, for the improvement of the 

Gasconade River: oc l i papain o dt uaa Nos 351 
Missouri, General Assembly of, for the improyement of the 

channel of the Mississippi River 36 
Bailey, O. P. W., and others, relating to the jurisdiction of 

the Court of. Claims 225256 53S ussss tenadi anoa uses 414 
Williams, A J., and others, relating to the jurisdiction of 

the Court of: Gm ssccciastacclasdesars 414 
Armstrong, Frank C., praying the removal of his political 

disabilities ...... 2.2.2... ) ͤ ( 521 


Kinney, Joseph, relating to the case of 5 634 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session. . 398, 571, 679, 692, 773 
remarks by at the regular session, on the joint resolution (H. 


R. No. 48) in relation to the international industrial 

Sxpositien sss : ß se ana ae AAAY 765, 766 
Coxe, RICHARD, a Senator from Texas 
attended the special session ..-... 222. ..222. 22225 coos eee nee 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 30 
attended the regular sessieononnnnnnn sonene 49 
N on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 

8. No. 104, amending section 1661 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States r r vas pp dsos guni 135 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 135 


S. No. 164, making an appropriation to pay over to the State 
of Texas the residue of the fivo millions reserved for 
satisfaction of that portion of the public debt of the 
late republic of Texas for which the duties on the 
imports of said republic were specially pledged, being 
the balance remaining after payment of said debt... 201 


referred to the Committee on Claims 201 
S. No. 165, to reimburse State of Texas for expenses incurred 
in repelling invasions of Indians and Mexicans...... 201 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 201 
8. No. 247, in aid of the icultural and mechanical col- 
leges of the several States. 305 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
S. No. 294, to create the northern judicial district of the 
State of Texas, and to change the eastern and western 
judicial districts of said State, and to fix the time an 
places of holding courts in said districts .- 2387 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 337 
motion made by, to withdraw the papar of Henry Volcker.. 444 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 556 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
resolution instructing the Committee on Military Affairs to 
inquire into the expediency and propriety of a system 
of defensive works on the Rio Grande frontier of the 
United States cece we 394, 395, 396, 397, 398 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the Government for the 
scal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.803, 804 
Coles, Robert, bill (S. No. 312) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Kirk wood F 444 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands 444 
Collins, Major and Brevet Colonel Joseph B., bill (S. No. 23) for 
the relief of. 
D isis. cease vespercovttcccecast yoke 77 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 77 
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Colorado, the Senators from— 
Jerome B. Chaffee, attended —— disunda „249 
He M. Teller, attended e 25, 49 
Colorado, the State of— ( 


legislation concerning 

ill (S. No. 20) authorizing the citizens of Colorado, Nevada, 
sa oe Aruta 5 fell son — timber on the 

public dom ‘or mining an mestic 
introduced by Mr. Chaffeo e PAATE, aite 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (S. No. 133) to create a customs collection district in the 
State of Colorado and the Territories of Wyoming, 


Uteh, and New Mexico. 
introduced by Mr. Chaffee—n =.5>cs cece sence ee 168 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 168 
bill (S. No. 269) to establish certain post-routes in the State 
of Colorado. 
introduced by Mr. Chaffee...... 1-2... .252-.------.22-- 363 
referred to Committee on Post-Officesand Post-Roads.... 363 
Colored citizen, bill (S. No. 178) to remove all restrictions now 
existing in regard to enlistment of the. 
introduced by Mr. Burnside 22.22 -------- 202 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............... 202 
Commeree, bill (S. No. 248) to establish a department of. 
introduced by Mr. Windowwu „ 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce..............---- 341 
bill (S. No. 273) to encourage shipping interest and revive 
American. 
introduced by Mr. Eaton S 363 
referred to the Committee on Finance ................-..- 363 
Commerce, the Committee on— 
appointment of members of 39, 50 
bills, letters and resolutions, referred to 58, 116, 
149, 150, 168, 246, 302, 341, 363, 387, 635, 766, 767 
bills and resolutions reported b 387, 444 
petitions referred to ~--76, 115 
135, 149, 167, 207, 283, 340, 361, 414, 549, 569, 634, 800 


Commerce and navigation, bill (S. No. 193) to amend the Revised 
Statutes concerning regulation of. 


introduced by Mr. Windom—-PPPRPRPRmæẽj 246 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 246 
bill (S. No. 203) concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Howe. .. . 246 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 246 
Commerce and navigation and the lation of steam-vessels, 
bill (S. No. 249) to amend Revised Statutes concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Burnsidse u 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 341 
Commission to visit European countries, bill (S. No. 284) to 
authorize the appointment of a, and report on for- 
estry and tree-planting. 
introduced by Mr. Paddock 3 363 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 363 
Commissioner of Pensions, communications from, relating to 
Mexican War pension aa. 634 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, bill (8. No. 349) to 
authorize the, to refund a certain tax erroneously 
collected. 
introduced by Mr. Rollins A AE 635 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 635 
Committees of the Senate, standing and select, the— 
appointment of, at the dal sessions ccises isis sscue se CTT 39 
announcement of, at the regular session 8 


[See Committee on Agriculture. 
Appropriations. 
Civil Service and Retrenchment. 
Civil Service, to examine into the. 
Claims. 


80 ti E f the Senate. 
ontingent 0 na 
District of Colambia. 
pee 95 Labor. 

ngrossed 1 
Enrolled Bills. 
Finan 


ce. 
Foreign Relations. 
Indian Affairs. 
Judiciary. 
Levees of the Mississippi River. ` 
Library. 
Manufactures. 
Military Affairs. 
Mines and Mining. 
Naval Affairs. 
Patents. 
Pensions. 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
Printing. 
Private Land Claims. 


Committees of the 1 signe and select, See Continued. 
Privi eges and Elections, 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 
Public Lands. 
Railroads. 
Revision of the Laws. 
Revolutionary Claims. 
Rules. 


Territories. 
Transportation Routes. ] <= 
Communications laid before the Senate from the— 
Postmaster-General, transmitting— 

a letter relative to existing deficicncies in the payment of 
salaries of postmasters during the ears ending 
June 30, 1876, and June 30, 1877. 

referred to the Committee on Appropriations............ 
President of the United States, transmitting— 

a report of the Secretary of the Navy, setting forth the par- 
ticulars with reference to the existing deficiencies in 
the Navy Department. 

referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
/ 
a report of the Secretary of State, in answer to the resolution 
of the Senate calling on him for any facts which he 
may have in his possession touching an alleged unlaw- 
ful and forcible rescue by an armed band from the 
Republic of Mexico of two prisoners confined in the 
jail of Starr County, Texas. 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and or- 
r v A 
a statement of the appropriations and . of the 
Navy Department from the 4th of March, 1789, to 
June 30, 1876. 7 
referred to the Committeee on Appropriations, and ordered 
tO bo printdd — 
Secretary of the Interior, transmitting— 

a copy of a letter from Hon. A. H. ragin, chairman of the 
Hot Springs commission, asking for an additional ap- 
propriation of $20,000 to enable the commission to 
ere the work intrusted to its charge for the 

al year ending June 30, 1878. 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
CP DE e i Soc acy e E A EA 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate, a copy of the report 
road Company, for the year ending June 30, 1877. 
referred to the Committee on Railroads, and ordered to be 135 


r dears s oer eon ees 


in reply to a resolution of the Senate, a statement of the 
number of miles of railroad completed by the North- 
ern Pacific Railroad Company in pursuance of the acts 
and resolutions of Con Ko. 
referred to the Committee on Railroads, and ordered to 
r TOS ATLIS E T EF 
Secretary of the Interior, transmitting— 
in to the resolution of the Senate, copies of all 
reports made under and in pursuance of the twentieth 
section of the actof Congress entitled “ An act to aid 
in the construction of a railroad line from the Mis- 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean.” 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....-........ 
the report of a board of inquiry appointed by the Secretary 
of the Interior to examine into the causes of the fire 
which destroyed a part of the Interier Department 
building. 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
and ordered to be printed 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmittin 
a letter in relation to a ju t A by the Court of 
Claims in favor of Elijah S. Alvord, claimant. 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations = 
Secre of the Navy, transmitting— 
the information ed for in the resolution of the Senate 
whether the provisions of sections 1493 and 1494 Re- 
vised Statutes, providing that no officer of the Navy, 
except in the case therein named, shall be promoted 
to a higher grade until he has been examined by a 
board of naval surgeons and pronounced physically 
ora to perform all his duties at sea, are complied 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed Cees sda cons E 

of War, eee BE 
a copy of a communication from Major-General W. S. Han- 
cock, suggesting an amendment of the one hundred 

and fourth article of war. 


414 


ee eee ee 22 


714 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and orđered 
to be prnted ee svete eencs cen secs serene 


= 


520 
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Communications laid before the Senate from the—Continued. 
Secretary of War, transmitting— 

a copy of a report of the Chief of Ordnance, . the 

Secretary of War to issue certain arms to the Wash- 

ington Light Infantry, of Charleston, South Carolina, 


referred to the Committee on Military Affair 559 
a copy of the first report, dated June 1, 1874, of the opera- 
tions of the troops in the Modoc country, by General 
Alvan C. Gillem, while under his command. 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 40 
in response to a resolution of the Senate, his opinion in 
regard tothe practicability and probable cost of remov- 
ing the sunken wrecks at the entrance of the harbor 
of Pensacola. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be pone ee eee T a are 149 
Congressional Printing Office, bill (S. No. 177) providing for a 
disbursing officer for the. 
introduced by Mr. Anthon 202 
referred to the Committee on Printing 202 
CONKLING, ROSCOE, a Senator from New York— 
attended the BPOCIRE NORBIONY So. coc qencscseen pana senainepecere 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session „:/ 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session ....-.-.----- 50, 201 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 21, for the relief of Brigadier-General Alexander S. 
WOU pce b roe cetcns A sequent araipenasnrees 77 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 77 
S. No. 22, for the relief of James B. Sinclair, of the United 
States Am 2272 77 
referred to the Committee on carats e 8 77 
S. No. 119, for the relief of Théophile Bruguier aud John Ay 
ßFVVCCCCTCCTTTTTTTTCCTCT0TTTTTTTTTTT ATE T i 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs N 150 
S. No. 120, authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue an American register to the Cana- 
dian-built propeller East by the name of Kent 150 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 150 
S. No. 185, to amend section 2931 of the Revised Statutes, so 
as to allow repayment of the tonnage-tax where it has 
been exacted in contravention of treaty provisions.. 207 
referred to the Committee on Finance.-....-..-..-..----- 208 
S. No. 276, to amend title 53 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to merchant seamen .----------- +--+ emme 363 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 363 
S. No. 277, in addition to an act for the relief of Obadiah B. 
Latham and Oliver S. Latham 363 
referred to the Committee on Claims . 363 
S. No. 315, authorizing the change of the name of the ship 
Sie E OANE A 444 
reported from the Committee on Commerce, and passed 
by the Senate 3 444 
motions made by, to— 
F e acqen=ssess . ----50, 115, 150, 571 
proceed to the consideration of executive business 168, 798 
take a recess inil. dees ceca 5h33 tt cece ence 749 
withdraw the papers of— 
Théophile Bruguier and John Goeweyy 150 
accompanying Senate bill No. 710 .........-..---..----. 364 
` petitions presented by, from— 
Mattoon, Hlinois, citizens of, praying the remonetization of 
the old -ailvordbllar:) i. . ste ee 76 
Troy, New York, letter-carriers of, praying for an increase 
of compensation) ß lesa nae cn ea ce 76 
Oswego, New York, letter-carriers of, praying for an increase 
Of- compensation). lo EJIIS 76 
New York State, commissioners of, praying an appropria- 
tion for a monument to David Williams 76 
Albany, New York, letter-carriers of, praying for an increase 
of compensation. ii asiu huss eee see si ee. 97 
Rochester, New York, letter-carriers of, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation 97 
Brooklyn, New York, letter-carriers of, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation 97 
New York, citizens and business men of, against the repeal 
of the bankrupt law 149 
Parsons, S. M., relating to the judgments of United States 
Sourts iss cb wie vidccelsaseuas r 149 
‘ New York State, Chamber of Commerce of, against the re- 
peal of the bankrupt law ...... -2-0 .----2s2---- 340 
Hopkins, Charles L., and others, against the repeal of the 
bankrupt law scnc cons anasns costet seus cane 340 
Sun Mutual Insurance Com and others, in favor of the 
rehe: of certain claim. 4. 340 
National Board of Trade, praying the improvement of the 
Detroit Riveriscnssou~s ꝛ ̃ ⁵— na 340 
National Board of Trade, praying the repeal of the law 
inhibiting American registers to foreign-built vessels. 549 


Page. 


CoNKLING, Roscoz—Continued. 

petitions 8 by, from 
Olcott, Thomas W., and others, praying the repeal of the 
ee E E G ENE E 
Budlong, Mary C. J., praying for a pension 
Watson, Augustus, and William Coppinger, praying an ap- 
propriation for a transcontinental railway 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 2, 5, 23, 40, 41 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session ..50,77,83, 103, 104,110, 
111, 114, 387, 549, 558, 570, 571, 730, 734, 736, 737, 749, 757, 764 


remarks by, at the ial session, on the— 
resolution concerning credentials of Senators-elect in con- 
Welles 8[!: — 3 2 
rer bnd ETE l 4,5 
r E Mince nedwous due — 5 
resolution for the admission of La Fayette Grover as Sena- 
tor from: Oregon... <<<. <2. ns <so~shskeiedaens= 32, 33, 34, 38 


resolution instructing the captain of the Capitol police to 
exclude from the Capitol grounds certain vehicles ..42, 43 
resolution authorizing the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections to designate a subcommittee to investigate 
charges preferred against La Fayette Grover 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
order of business .-c-.s.+asnesscenceesconeee 50, 712, 713 - 
resolution, referring the credentials of Henry M. Spoftord, 
as Senator from the State of Louisiana, to the Com- 


mittee on Privileges and Elections.......... 79, 80, 82, 106 
poini c O AR 107, 678, 679 
ill (S, No. 185) to amend section 2931 of the Revised Stat- 
N nas) dane s 


rsonal explanation .[ 
ill (S. No. 273) to encourage and protect the ship 
est and to revive i 

joint resolution (S. R. No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrian 
statue of General Greene 371 

bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 

of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 


and for other purposes 418, 420, 421, 422 
bill (S. No. 315) authorizing the change of the name of the j 

rr! AE T TE enke 444 
bill (H. R, No. 1265) authorizing the changing of the name 

of the ship Samuel G. Reel 25 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 

Unifed States ß EN sauce Joveneeke 


resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials 

of M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 556, 

580, 581, 604, 605, 647, 651, 652, 653, 662, 663, 669, G71, 

672, 673, 674, 678, 679, 680, 681, 685, 686, 687, 688, G92 


correction of the Journal .. 600, 601, 602 
resolution concerning Pacific Railroad lines 637, 633 
right of the Vice-President to vote 739 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 
ator from the State of Louisiaua—— 752, 
753, 754, 755, 779, 788, 789 
Connecticut, the Senators from 
William H. Barnum, attended. 4,49 
William W. Eaton, attended. „b%1 2,40 
CONOVER, SIMON B., a Senator from Florida 
attended the special session.. 2 
appointed on committees at the special sessi woski 2 
attended the regular session 49 
sppcinted on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 

S. No. 99, for the relief of the estate of Amos Ireland... 117 
referred to the Committee on Claims 117 
reported back without amendment 283 
considered and passed by the Senat 570 

8. No. 166, making an appropriation for deepening the chan- 

nel of the borough Riverr 201 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.-.---..----.---- 201 
8. No. 263, to provide for a survey of an inland water route 
and canal from the Mississippi River to the Atlantic 
SS] ˙ ẽ ̃ ᷣↄd.. sons 341 
referred to the Committee on Transportation Routes to 
the Seaboard << ssr sasko —8 341 
S. No. 264, for the relief of the heirs of General William 
T cans ances F 341 
referred tő the Committee on Revolutionary Claims.,.... 341 
S. No. 298, to grant additional homesteads to settlers upon 
the public lands in the States of Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Ar and Florida 387 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 357 
S. No. 354, to equalize the pay of rear admirals on the re- 
C TTT 7 A EN 635 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 635 
motions made by, to— 
proceed to the consideration of executive business 704 
withdraw the papers of Enoch Totten . 117 
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Page. 
Conover, SIMON B.—Continued. 
petition presented by, from Charles H. Bohn, and others, 

p aging fo for a donation of public lands "for a library — 
incidental 5 — by, at the regular session 712, 764, 788 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the 

resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 

M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina. . 642, 643, 644 
Constitution of the United States, joint resolution (S. R. No. 7) 


amending the. 
introduced. by Mr. Eaton scced buinne isdn 415 
referred to the select committee. to take into consideration the 
state of the law the election of President 
and Vice-President of the United States 415 

Conversion of 10-inch smooth-bore cannon into rifles... .....- 421 

Convicts, support of, bill making appropriation for 387, 414 

Corbin, Davi a claimant of a seat as a Senator from South 

arolina. 
resolution by Mr. Patterson, that the credentials of, and of 
M.G. Butler lie upon the table until the committees 
: = appointed, and shall then be referred to the Com- 
mittee on 2 and Elections 23, 24 
Corbin, R. W., motion withdrawing the papers o 117 
bill (S. No. 33) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell.....-.....2..-. +... ---------- 78 
Corlett Jolin 8. bill ( 8. No 123) racer pension to. = 
rlett, Jo 8 ( 0. granting a on 
introduced by Mr. Allison. 150 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 150 

Court of Claims, bill (S. No. 46) to enlarge jurisdiction of the. 
introduced by Mr. Christiane 98 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.......-.....--. 98 

bill (S. No. 182) PE ns SCTE jurisdiction of the. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell.........--.- 2.2 -- s---0+ +220 202 
referred to the Committee on: Patents... sists ss EEE 202 
Craddick, James N., and others, petition of, praying an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers....-...--~..------ 149 
Craigo, —_ T., petition of, praying reimbursement for loss of ae 
FCC bbb 
Credentials of Senators-elect in all disputed and contested cases, 
resolution concerning the. 
introduced by Mr. Anthony 22+. nnen 2 
amendment ofered WA Mr. Thurman, and withdrawn... 2 
e SUG: agreed 102s . Ssa udenda 2 
en Routh Carol in the courts of the United States in 
uth Carolina, resolution directing a list of. Laid re 

Cunnin fou E, and others, petition o the improve- 

s ment of Mobile Ba Jakaat s Pa cies 3 J Siis 283 

Currency, bill (S. No. 105) to provide lawful note and coin. 

introduced by Mr. Wallace. 135 
referred to the Committee on Finance 135 
Cartis, Sox's E., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
£ compensation to eee 3 115 
Customs ETA bill (S. No. 31) to authorize the payment of 50 
per cent. of, in legal-tender notes. 
introduced by Mr. Beck 3 77 
referred to the Committee on Finance 77 
bill (S. ere ) to authorize the payment of, in legal-tender 
notes. 
introduced by Mr. Beck S 305 
referred to the Committee on Financeꝛ—ꝛ 305 
D. 

Dakota, bill (S. No. 143) to 3 certain post- roads in. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer. 168 
referred to the 8 on Post-Offices and Post-Roads-. 168 

Legislative Assembly of, memorial of, in favor of vacating 
certain Indian reservation 207 
in favor of a right of way to — railroad—-— 207 
Dallas, PATE Byrd, petition of, praying for an increase of pen- 
ü ˙ A PRT A T sieve 569 
Darling, goun A., bill (S. No. 73) for the relief of. 
introduced y Mr. A —— lite sass. EEE S 116 
referred to the Comenittee on Military Affairs ou. lost ce 116 
Davidson, Herman E., petition of, praying sho extension of a 
r A OEN AQ K 414 
bill (8. No. 231) for the relief of. 
in Need hy- / tdp Gadi as bas 283 
referred to the Committee on Patents. - 23 
Davis, Davin, a Senator from Illinois 
attended the special session 


attended the 
n on — — — at the regular session 
bl introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 103, additional to section 1000 of Revised Statutes.. 135 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 


appointed on 5 at the special session. 


Page. 
Davis, Davip—Continued. 
bill introduced by— 

5 to rA taxes on insolvent savings-banks....... 341 
to the Committee on Finance — 341 

motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
LRD Morr isolh sscon sop acccncs osece Canvwescew sv bate ces 98 
Nicholas Vedder 8 n 


petitions presented by, from 
Chatfield, M., and others, praying for an increase of com- 


Chicag 8 e , praying = 
cago, ty Savin ank of, depositors in, prayin 
the passage of a bil to release insolvent frou ba 
incidental» . by, at the regular session 
570, 650, 560, 736,737, 
remarks bys. at the regular session, on the— 
Committee service so. si waco ss i eb ee ck Sete euen 342 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 638, 639, 
640, 648, 649 
bill (S. No. 290) for the relief of James D. Hollmann 3805 
Davis, Henry G., a Senator from West Virginia 
attended the special C AA Bie 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session 49 
appointed on committees at the ar session 50, 559 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
DAFT ↄ ↄð ʃ‚?fl baa oS 117 
Nathaniel lll 305 
resolutions offered by— 
that a committee 57 five be appointed to investi the 
finance reports, books, and accounts of the 
Department, particularly with reference to differ- 
ences, discrepancies, and alterations in amounts and 
figures that have been made in them, especially in the 
annual statements of the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, revenue collected,and the public debt, con- 
tained in said re i eke 
ordered to be prin and laid on the table 98, 99 
reintroduced and discussed 445-454 
a offered by Mr. Morrill, discussed and with- 


—ꝗ—k RK ł kk „„ „„ „„ „„ „„ „„„%õj＋ł 


amendment to Mr. Davis's resolution offered by Mr. Thur- 
man, and accepte ll... 
discussed, modified, and 
that the Secretary of the Interior cause to be pre 
reported to the Senate astatement arrang 


repared and 
in alpha- 
betical order showing the approximate number of 
persons belonging to each tribe of Indians; the locality 


and extent of the reservations, if any, assigned to the 
tribes ; a condensed statement of the treaty obliga- 
tions now subsisting with each tribe ; the amount of 
money required to be appropriated ‘annually under 
such treaty obligations, 5 the purposes to which it 
5 — eke applied; and also the amount annually ap- 

since the year 1870 for the use of tribes 
vit which no treaty stipulations exist. Referred to 


the Committee on Indian Affairs.......--.........-. 305 
petitions presented by, from— 
Wheeling, West Virginia, citizens of, praying an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers 7... san Keen 56 
Wincher, W. P., and others, praying an increase of compen- 
sation to letter-carriers.............--.-.+-..------ 98 
Atkins, John G., and others, praying for the favorable con- 
sideration of the bounty bill. 115 
Caldwell, Joseph, heirs of, praying for a pension . . . . . . 115 
incidental remar. by, at the special session 23, 24, 30, 38 46 
eee remarks by, at the regular session 


, 83, 
117, 246, 303, 371, 423, 635, 654, 678, 693, 736, 758, 778, 780, 806 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution to print additional 1 of the compilation of 
State constitutions and colonial charterss 
resolution authorizing the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions to designate a subcommittee to investigate 
charges preferred against La Fayette Grover 44,45 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
bill (S. No. 1) for the removal of the books and files in the 
lofts of the Capitol building 
resolution requesting the President to transmit to the Senate 
a statement of expenditures of the Navy and War 
Departinente i ois 8 
resolution appointing a committee to investigate the books 
and accounts of the Treasury Department 98, 
445, 446, 447, 448, 450, 451, 454, 522, 524 
resolution concerning the disposition of surplus documents. 207 
bill (S. No. ee the taking certain parcels of land 
for public use on west front of the Capitol grounds.. 305 


57 


58 
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Davis, Henry G.— Continued. 
remarks by, on the— 


bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes 
POLE OF OFA SOFITO A PTE I TN TAA 
Dawes, HENRY L., a Senator from Massachusetts— 
attended the special session. 
appointed on committees at the special session. 
attended the regular session 


appointed on committees at the regular session. - 
rulings and remarksfrom the chair at regu 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 1, for the removal of the books and files in the lofts 
Praia CAMILA cae cote ect a cennesdepeneanaessins rae 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
reported back in the form of a concurrent resolution and 
adopted by the Senate... 
S. No. 83, for the relief of Edwin Rogers 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 
reported back withont amendment 
S. No, 128, granting a pension to Freeman Sherman 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 
S. No, 242, in relation to the jurisdiction of district courts 
in the Territory of Utah in matters of divorce 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
motion made by, to withdraw papers of Captain R. B. Forbes.. 
concurrent resolution submitted by, for the removal of the 
books and files in the lofts of the Capitol. 
‘reported from Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
as a substitute for Senate bill No. 111. 
considered and adopted by the Senate .-....-..-.....-...-- 
petitions presented by, from— 
Hunt, Amos, and others, praying for the extension of the 
Capitol grounds: ss ewan) sansan 2 
Whitaker, Oliver, and others, praying for the extension of 
the Capitol grounds 
Sherman, Freeman, praying for a pension 
Boston Society of Civil Engineers, in favor of the use of the 
WHO tries) BYMCIN ies cs co ISTI SOAS AEN 
Boston, National Bank of, and others, against the passage 
of the bill for the remonetization of silver 
Davidson, Herman E., relating to the extension of a patent. 
Boston, savings-banks of, A p of the silver bill.. 
Salem, Massachusetts, Sixth National Bank of, against the 
passage of the silver bill. 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 


ů‚—q —“ ybv 1 ũ2ũ 3 · ²* 


lar session 50, 788, 789 


13⁵ 


135 
149 


443 
521, 


667, 685, 710, 738, 754, 765, 766 


remarks 7 special session, on the resolution for admission 
of 


. Q. C. Lamar as Senator from Mississippi. . 5, 6, 7, 14, 15 


remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
bill (S. No. 1) for the removal of the books and files in the 
lofts of the Capitol building. 
bill (S. No. 179) to authorize the taking of certain parcels 
of land for the public use on the west front of the 


57,77 


Capitol grounds 303, 304, 305, 342, 343, 344, 345 
joint resolution (8. R. No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrian 
statue of General Green 371, 387 


memorial of national banks in the city,of Boston remon- 
strating against the passage of the bill for the re- 


monetization of silver... 414 

resolution appointing a committee to investigate the books 
and accounts of the Treasury Department 450, 
451, 452, 453, 523 

Dayton, Ohio, citizens of, petition of, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers....-...-.-.-..-..--- 56 

letter-carriers of, petition of, praying for an increase of com- 
PIRADME cet anes eat CELAA AO T T 56 

Deaf and dumb, institution for the instruction of, appointment 
of G. F. Edmunds as a director of the 24 

Debates in the first Senate of the United States, bill (S. No. 131) 

to provide for the publication of the. 

introduced by Mr. Wallace 3 150 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 533 150 

Decker, Selar B., bill (8. No. 127) granting a pension to. ‘ 
introduced by Mr. MeDonaldopqauùunundddʒd 150 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 150 
reported back adversely and postponed indefinitely.......... 635 

Deficiency appropriations, bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for. 
received and referred to the Committee on Appropriations . 387 
reported from the Committee on Appropriations, considered, 

oil) BUG Pageed y 414 
approved by the President, November 21, 1877. 

Deficiency appropriations, bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for. 
received and referred to the Committee on Appropriations... 635 
amendments submitted and referred..............---- „650, 767 
reported back, considered, amended, and passed by the Senate. 799, 
bill, with Senate amendments, referred to the House Commit- 

tee on Appropriations.......... e 8 


Delaware, the Senators from 5 
Thomas Francis Bayard, attended.. ! 2, 49 
Dams Gaonas E. a Senator from Mariani 7 ze 
ENNIS, GEORGE a Senator from — 
attended the pa fr r ER EE S 2 
appointed on committees at the special session piace 
attended the re; „ iJ. ects « 49 
appointed on committees at the 1171 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 314, for the relief of John R. Bond — 444 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 444 
8. No. 319, for the relief of the Metropolitan police force of 
+ the District of Columbia 0002005 - 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 521 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 46 
Dennis, e R., motion withdrawing the 3 r 150 
Denton, Charles W., bill (S. No. 278) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell sedscd toad 363 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 363 
Deposit Savings Association of Mobile, Alabama, bill (S. No. 229) 
for the relief of the. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer S 283 
referred to the Committee on Claims ....-...-.-...---.....- 283 
Des Moines, Iowa, citizens of, petition of, praying an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers ..........-......--- 76 
Dickens, Asbury, motion withdrawing the papers of eves 135 
heirs of, petition of, praying compensation for his 
adverse report on, by the Committee on Claims..... 414 
Dickinson, Perez, bill (S. No. 8) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Baile). 57 
referred to the Committee on Claimꝛe 57 
Dickson, Davidson, and others, bill (S. No. 190) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey 208 
referred to the Committee on Claims-.......--......-..-.-- 208 
Dickson, Lizzie, administratrix, petition of, praying payment of 
% ES POSA S xxx EAE P ES TA 549 
Disabilities, bill (S. No. 5) for the removal of all, imposed by 
the fourteenth amendment. $ 
introduced: by Mr. Beck 44 57 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 57 
Distillers of 1 87 55 bill e No. 117) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Beck. 149 
referred to the Committee on Finance..-.......-....2...... 149 
District of Columbia 
legislation concerning ' 
ill (S. No. 36) to reorganize the judiciary of the District 
of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Baar 98 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ......-...... 98 
bill (S. No. 179) to authorize the taking of land for the public 
use on the west front of the Capitol grounds. 
introduced by. Mr. MorrillllW!“è.,&nƷ. .--cee sissi 202 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 202 
reported back with amendment . 303, 305 
considered and passed by the Senate 342, 345 
bill (S. No. 186) to provide for the settlement of tax-lien cer- 
tificates erroneously issued by the late authorities of 
the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls...... 22.22... ssc eee eens kisus 208 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. -.........-.. 208 
bill (S. No. 226) to repeal an act to incorporate the National 
Capital Insurance Company, and to provide for wind- 
ing up the affairs of said inco; on. 
introdu F cones cscnssssaveduasas 283 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 283 
bill (S. No. 272) to incorporate the Citizens’ Gas-Light Com- 
pany, of Washington. 
introduced by Mr. Kernan.......... 2-2-2... 0-2. oese seen 363 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 363 
bill (S. No. 318) to incorporate the Citizens’ Mutual Fire- 
Insurance Company, of Washington. 
introduced. by Mr. Baton „õ 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 521 
bill (S. No. 319) for the relief of the Metropolitan police 
force of the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Dennis 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 521 
bill (S. No. 320) amendatory of the act to incorporate the 
Capitol, North O Street and South Washington Rail- 
way Company. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey ee 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 521 
bill (S. No. 326) to amend the act to incorporate the Wash- 
ington Market Company. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer ..---.--+-+- +--+ eee eee 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 521 
bill (8. No. 327) in relation to the affairs of the Washington 
Market Company. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 521 
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District of Columbia - Continued. 
legislation concerning the 
ill (S. No. 349) to authorize the Commissioners of the Dis- 
bande eae olumbia to refund a certain tax erroneously 


5 nign fl S E 
referred. to the ete ace on the District of Columbia.. 635 


Viticultural Socie' tition of, relating to the relief of 
the surplus Re o acsene sues 55 361 
District of Columbia, the Committee on— 
15 ointment of members of... 000+ nans meer 39, 50 
ills, leti and resolutions referred to..135, 283, 363, 521, 549, 635 
District judges, United S . 8 
5 et es, es of, m ing an appro- 

. d 9 777 „ 387, 414 
Dixon, Lizzie, motion withdrawing che papers of. 364 
Documents, removal of certain, as a safeguard against fire.... 77 
DORSEY, STEPHEN W., a Senator from Arkansas 

ig aroha fren Roe go oR EP ETOE 39 
appo on comm at the r VARTE RE, 
attended the Ann EETA ETA TO 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the lar session, 

8. No. 44, r donne - 98 

referred to the Committee on Ulaima 98 

8. No. 48, for the relief of William T. Turner and Annio 
Turner, of Phillips Count; Arkansas 108 
referred to the Committee on Claims --- 108 

S. No. 49, for the relief of William Porter, of Phillips County, 
Arkansas r selebiuueuceess 108 
referred to the Committee on Claims....... elne 108 
S. No. 50, to establish certain post- routes 108 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads ... 108 
S. No. 100, for the relief of the heirs of Chauncy M. Lock- 117 

wood. Sei „rde 

referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads ... 117 

S. No. 101, for the relief of Susan J. Berry........-.-..... 117 

referred to the Committee on Claims 117 

S. No. 102, for the relief of the legal representatives of James 
Clemens, deceased cwewes vecscevccees 117 
referred to the Committee on Claims 117 
S. No. 129, donating the military reservation of Fort Smith 
to the city of Fort Smith, for free schools 150 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 150 
8. No. 130, to establish a pension agency at Little Rock, 
PPP 150 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 150 
S. No. 146, to amend section 5391 of the Revised Statates. Pe 
referred to the Committee on the J udiciary: 7 168 
S. No. 190, for the relief of Davidson Dickson and others; of 
Van MONO. cosh dal e ET A 2 208 
referred to the Committee on Claims 208 
S. No. 210, for the relief of J. A. Stevenson -.............. 246 
referred to the Committee on Claims 246 
8. No. ihe 5 authorize the construction of a bridge across 
Mississippi at Memphis ideale es 363 
eee to the Committee on Commerce 363 
S. No. 280, r. er. an appropriation for the improvement of 
the Arkansas River y removing the opposite 
Fort Sul eee 363 
referred to the Committee on Commerce -c.s osoasa 363 
S. No. 320, amendatory of the act to incorporate the Capi- 
tol, North O Street and South Washington Railway 
Kp 2 0 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 521 
S. No. 333, for the relief of Thomas J. Choate, Erastus Foster, 
Milton Ladd, Clarence E. meet William A. Hill, 
Kneeland F. Huckaby, and William Blackburn, late 
rivates in Company F, Third Regiment Arkansas 
avalry Volunteers 8 549 
referred to rahe Committee on Mili A 549 
8. No. 334, for the relief of William Bowlin, late of Com- 
pany L, Second Arkansas Cavalry Varies 549 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 549 
S. No. 340, for the relief of William F. Grove 570 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 570 
S. No. 341, for the relief of Charles HI. 2 1 5 570 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 570 
8. No. EE for the relief of Louisa bares of Dallas, 
FEC 800 
3 to the Committee on Pensions. er 5 - 800 
8 made by, to— 
eae EPL ↄ f. ĩ PIT da SE ENES 780 
proceed to the consideration of executive business 70² 
withdraw the pa of— , 

William Bowl 3 pinat SNOT TASSA 7 117 

Henry Ware — * — — — 117 

f v 168 


DORSEY, STEPHEN W.—Continued. 
petitions Bary, Basan 3 by, from— 
usan J., praying for arrears of pay due her deceased 


IE E U F ENNET ETTET ERR T 116 

Hie, "Theos and 3 relating to the charter of the 
W. Market Company 414 
Locke, W. A., and others, praying for a mail- route. 548 


Sanger, F. M, and others, praying for a post- route 548 
Norwood, Benjamin F., and others, praying fora mail-route.. 569 
Grove, William F. 7 papers in the case of -...............-. 800 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 702, 749, 798 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the bill (H. R. No. 1526) 
to provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the seryice of the Government for Mary fiscal year 


ending June 30, 1878, and for E mgt goana „ "ORL 
Douglass, John W,, bill (8. No. 55) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania 108 
referred to the Committee on Finance 108 
Doxsie, Phebe C. 5 potion f of, praying for a pension b 634 
Doyle, Thomas A., and others, petition of, praying an increase 
of compensation to letter- carrier 76 
Driggs, Seth, petition of, praying compensation for loss of the 
ship Good Return 414 
motion 9 the pa 117 


lany, Mrs. Jane, petition of, 
Dunbar, John B, W. bill G of, pray 
Dunbar, Robert 


praying arrears of pension 
ng for a pension 
bill (8. No. 25) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Mitchell 3 2 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 77 
Duncan, * wey) T., petition of, praying the payment of a A 
bill (S. No. 2 28051 for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Beck - 363 
referred to the Committee on Claims - 3063 
Duvall, William T., bill nig No. 200) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. H ~-- 246 
referred to the 9 5 5 GIANG nae cass 946 
E. 
East, bill Ss No. 120) authorizing the issue of an American regis- 
ter to the Canadian-built propeller. 
introduced by Mr. Conkling 22. 2... isase coce success 150 
ae to Kirby Suuthe > 15 . N. 227) e e 150 
ton, Mary Kir mit ill ( 0 granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Pdmunda.:..s0.cc-< sees eves 5 eee 283 
referred to the Commitee on Pensionaass. 283 
EATON, WILLIAM W., a Senator from Connecticut 
attended the special session. oie 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 5 39 
attended the regular session . . 40 
appointed on committees at the regular pension — 33320 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session 
8. No. 59, authorizing the payment of e to officers 
of the Farragut —_ for the destruction of the enemy’s 
, ata oececacesedeses 108 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations.......-.... 108 
S. No. 273, to encourage and protect the shipping intas 
and to revive American Commerce. -s++ «- 363 
referred to the Committee on Financ 363 
8. No. ig to allow American registry to foreign-built ves- — 
e A AER sca ekd ousklet N 
referred to the Committee on Commerce........-.4....- 363 
8. No. 275, to anthorize the establishment of mail steamship 
5 between the United States and foreign coun- es 
— —.— to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads 363 
S. No. 318, to incorporate the Citizens’ Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Company, of Washington, District of Columbia. 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia... 521 
joint resolution, introduced by— 
S. R. No. 7, amending the Constitution of the United States. 415 
referred to the select committee to takeinto consideration 
the state of the law respecting the 3 of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President of the United States..... eee 415 
petitions presented by, from— 
Hayns; William „ and others, praying for an increase of 
mpensation to letter- carriers eves vee 98 
Spindler, rge, and others, praying for an increase of 
F.. 
Trowbri omas others, pra; r the re 
ota bankrupt lag .-.... : teen itb Sse 201 


Dri 
incidental eee og apes the special session. 
incidental remarks by, at the regular sessi 550, 

603, ¢ 606, 711, 712, 714, 735, 749 
remarks by, at the session, on the— 


regular 
bill (S. No. 273) to encourage and protect the shipping interest 
and to revive American commerce 
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Eaton, WILLIAM W.—Continued. 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 187 


and for other purposes... 418.4 is, 422 


resolution appointing a committee to investigate the books 


and accounts of the Treasury De mat ees 448 
resolution to discharge the „ Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
M. .C.. Butler as Senator from the State of South 
Sn Te Feta ad ee pa a ee EE e 
604, 651, 65: 
ent K 713 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 
ator from the State of Louisiana... ............... 734, 735 
right of the Vice-President to vote 738, 739, 740 
Edmonston, William C., bill 5 No. 295) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer 387 
referred to the Se On Gaim de ee dee - 337 
EDMUNDS, GEORGE F., a Senator from Vermont— 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session -------------+-- — — 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session . . .-.. 50, 201, 817 
8 rio eg of the Columbia Institute for the Deaf and 80 
pills Gente by, at the session, viz: 
S. No. 34, to prevent abuses in the sale of postage-stamps and 
stamped On Velopes.~ nn cece eb hese ssccct eves ste 78 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads -. 78 
S. No. 58, to prevent abuses in respect of the mileage of dis- 
trict attorneys of the United States 108 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...... . 108 
8. No. 221, ting a pension of $50 amonth to Mary Kirby 
Smith Eaton during her widowhood...........----- 283 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 283 
8. No. 291, to remove the political disabilities of Charles W. 
Field, of King George County, Virginia 387 
reported from the: Committee on “i Judiciary.......... 337 
considered and passed by the Senate 2322 cove 415 
considered and ete by the House 458 
examined and signed toss slo ele 565, 569 
approved by the sie 337. . . 650 
motions made by, to 
aqſourn— 72 59, 675 
ie cocencee pace ceecmecWbesotsaens 246, 605, 693 
proceed to consideration of executive business. 247, 306, 816 
„ E PEO E E sescceudavebres 58, 650, 685 
resolutions offered by, at the regular session— 
that the standing and other committees of the Senate exist- 
ing at the close of the last special session and the 
same are hereby, revived and continued until the fur- 
ther action of the Senate. 
aid sis bn cand Ja nbavicwabunelddusud ities adescate 50 
reintroduced and agreed to 56 
that the Committee on Privileges and Elections be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the creden- 
tials of William Pitt Kellogg as a Senator from the 
ee lis essence - 8 
reintroduced and withdrawn 107 
that the members of the select committee raised under the 
resolution of the Senate on the subject of the law re- 
lating to ascertaining and declaring the result of the 
election of President and Vice-President of the United 
States be apphinted by the presiding officer of the 
r 201 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be, and it hereby is, 
instructed to inquire and report whether any legisla- 
tion is necessary in order to authorize the payment 
out of any moneys received, or to be received, from the 
Republic of Mexico, or otherwise, to American claim- 
ants of the awards made by the commission created 
under the treaty between the United States and that 
republic, the ratifications whereof were =e on 
the Ist day of February, A. D. 1869. Agreed to 284 
that the Attorney-General be, and he hereby is, 3 to 
communicate to the Senate a list of all criminal 


cutions commenced in the courts of the United tatas 
in the district of South Carolina since the Ist day of 
January, 1876, for offenses the lives, property, 
civil rights, or right of of any person, with 
the names of the alleged offenders, and a statement 
of the pipon pe of such prosecutions and the dates 
thereof. A OVOP oc cane gacn snkwasd S EEES I E EE 
that a committee of two members be 8 to join such 
committee as may be appointed by the House to wait 


upon the President and inform him that, unless he 
may have some further communication to make, the 
two Houses of Congress, having finished the business 
before them, are ready to adjourn. Agreed to 


EDMUNDS, GEORGE F.— Continued. 
concurrent resolution submitted by— 
that it is the judgment of the two Houses that the present 
session of Congress expires by operation of law at 
twelve o’clock meridian, this day, (December 3, 1877.) 
agreed to by te F . 816 
A concurred in b 8 7700 aann wer hae ake 814 
pon tions pe Yy, from— 
andlin, W. W. 2 E., nn the consideration of his case .... 116 
Haddock, sees Sr ct 


administratrix, praying payment of a 

incidental remarks by, at the regular session aps 58, 108, 

364, 635, 636, 638, 666, 667, 673, 685, 687 
712, 714, 736, 737, 754, 756, 778, 791, 797, 81 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 

resolution to revive and continue committees of Senate.. 50 
resolution appointing a committee to take into considera- 
tion the state of the law respecting presidential elec- 

FFF ͤ v 78, 117 
resolution for the admission of Henry M. Spofford as Sen- 

ator from Louisiana 1828 
resolution referring the credentials of Henry M. Spofford as 
Senator oe the State of Louisiana to the Committee 

on Privileges and Elections. . 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 99, 103, 104 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the further consideration of the cre- 
dentials of William Pitt Kellogg as Senator from the 

State of Louisiana 83, 105, 107, 108 
motion to disc the Committee on Privileges and Elee- 
tions from the further consideration of the credentials 

of J. B. Eustis as Senator from Louisiana. ..110, 111, 112, 113 
resolution requesting the Secretary of the Treasury to fur- 
nish the Senate with copies of certain re of the 

Pacific Railroad Companyũ 

bill (S. No. 3) relating to the equitable and legal rights of 

parties in ion of certain landsin California. 302, 303 
bill (S. No, 179) to authorize the taking of certain parcels 
of land for the public use on the west front of the 

Capitol groandas — . 8 304, 305 
petition of Charles W, Field, of Virginia, for the removal 
of his political disabilities........-........-..-.--.- 
resolution directing the Attorney-General and Secretary of 
the Interior to communicate to the Senate the instruc- 
tions given to the agents and marshals of the United 

States touching the seizure of lumber and timber. 444, 445 

correction of the Journal 599, 600, 728 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
ections from the consideration of the credentials of 

M. C. Butler of South Carolina . 603, 604, 

605, 638, 639, 640, 643, 644, 645, 646, 647. 650, 651, 602, 663, 

675, 676, 680, 681, O82, 688, 684, 688, 689, 690, 692, 693, 702 

Pl E T TR ES E 686, 692, 712 

ae OF DOSINONG A hice nohnas A 0 713,714 


838 for the admission of William Pitt Kellog 
Senator from the State of Louisiana......730,73 700. 797 
right of the Vice-President to vote 737, 738, 739, 740 
A sin of N. C. Butler as Senator from the State of South 
. N ST AA E EET e 757, 758 
e and lance: the Committee on— 
intment of members Of... 2... ..- 20+ seenns snos cone ewnee- 39, 50 
bil letters, and resolutions referred t 
cation of the people, bill (S. No. 304) to apply the proceeds. 
ucation of the people, 0. to app 
of sales of public lands to the. á A 
introduced by Mr. Morrill „„““ 246 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 246 
Education of the people, bill (8. 1 0 to apply the proceeds 
of the ublle N to t 
introduced by. Mr. Ho R222 549 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 549 
Edwards, Rev. Maurice D., prayer offered by 97 
Edwards, R. M., and others, petition of, praying mee pensions to 
ngs 4 SG Ss eS pea 5 
1 0 a pension to. 
5 — troduced by Mr. Ingalls. . 75 e 3 


Electoral commission, proceedings of the, resolution concerning 
the printing of. Referred to Committee on Printing.. 40 

resolution furnishing 200 copies of the volume containing the, 

to the judges of the Supreme Court, Referred to the 
Committee on Printing 40 

Electors for President and Vice-President, bill (S. No. 63) con- 


cerning she times for holding elections for. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon ...-.- ~~... .-220.+----+ e200 ones 108 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 108 


reported back and referred to the select committee on the sub- 
ject of the elections of President and Vice-President 
of the United Stats F 202 


SENATE PROCEEDINGS. 


Page. 
Engrossed Bills, the Committee on— j 
ap ointment of members Of OTTI TN Sepa 39, 50 
Enrolled Bills, the Select Committee on— 
appointment of members of .-.... .----».. cesses. co-s-eeeeee- 
Erie, Pennsylvania, councils of, and others, memorial of, in favor 
of the erection of certain public buildings 548, 570 
Eustis, J. B., claimant of a seat as a Senator from the State of 
Louisiana 


resolution by Mr. Thurman, that the credentials of, be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections when that committee shall be 
. Laid over, considered, and to.... 39 
resolution y Mr. Thurman that, be sworn as Senator from 
Louisiana. Declared out of order.............-.. 107,108 
resolution by Mr. Thurman, that the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections be discharged from the further consid- 


eration of the credentials of. Laid over, discussed 
and laid on the table de gi rA e. 108, 109-115 
remarks on the resolutions, by— 
BES; AGRE PERE hn pied S45 006 508 ON se eancntcaneer 114 
o R e -110,111, 114 
Edmun 110, 111-113 
Mitchell. — 110) 
Sargent . d 110 
OASE «cance resten rakiri suaa benpuesensces ook’ 113 
Turn 23 108, 109-115 
Wang ð 113-115 
Evans, Joseph P., and others, petition of, praying an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers....-.......--------- 149 
Examine the several Branclies of the Civil Service, the Select 
Committee to, geen reer of members of 39, 50 
Exposition industrial, at Paris, joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) 
in relation to. 
received from the House «64 569 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations......-....--. 570, 571 
reported from the Committee on Appropriations, with amend- 
ente SSS „ 603 
considered and amended by the Senat 764-766 
received by the House, with amendments.-.............---- 805 
Ezekiel, Lieutenant David T., bill (È No. 262) to authorize the 
President to promote and retire. 
introduced by Mr. Teller 33 341 
réferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 341 
motion withdrawing the papers of .........--.-----.---..--- 635 
F. 
Farrier, James B., and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
“crease of compensation to letter-carriers...-..-..-.. 149 
Faulkner, Asa, and others, petition of, praying payment of a 
WAL: CIB Jaca sus Hos bocca aes N TATAE T - 443 
Feehan, Rev. Patrick A., motion withdrawing the papers of... 58 
Felthousen, Jacob D., petition of, praying for a patent 283 
Fentenheime, Michael, bill (S. No. 24) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Howe --------- 77 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relatio 77 
reference chan to the Committee on Claims... 283 
Ferguson, Amos B., bill (S. No. 27) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Plum ays 
referred tó the Committee on Military Affairs 77 
motion withdrawing the papers of 13⁵ 
Ferry, THOMAS W., a Senator from Michigan 
attended the special sessiouunnnnn .. 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session e 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session .............39, 50 
osen President pro tempore at the special session 1 
address of, as President pro tempore,at the opening of the 
ere e dankabinasvsisesansc 1 
joint resolution introduced by, S. R. No. I, authorizing the 
official publication of the decisions of the Interior De- 
partment relating to the public lands ETAS VA 135 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 135 
petitions presented by, from— 
Sibley, Aaron L., and others, praying for an increase of 
ip pot FFT 76 
am A., and others, praying for the o of a 
b for the Protesten of 1 5 5 payer Rene beskt 76 
Michigan, Legislature of, for aid by Congress in the con- 
struction of a tunnel under the Detroit River 76 
Michigan, Legislature of, for an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the harbor of Sagatuck..........-... 115 
Michigan, Legislature of, for an appropriation for a harbor 
Ct.... ß 115 
Michigan, Legislature of, for an appropriation for a harbor 
of refuge at Grand Marais Harbor 115 
Michigan, Legislature of, for an appropriation for a light- 
ai cage Thunder Bay River 3 2 115 
ichigan islatare of, for an appro’ tion for the 
Rrovemiads of the Harber pa Rolna.. oos e . 115 
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Ferry, THOMAS W.—Continued. 
Michigan, Legislature of, for an eee for the im- 


proyement of the harbor at New Buffalo 115 
Parker, Eliza, praying for the removal of her political dis- 
i e dae nye dsacenhiustenvaestws sunecs 245 
incidental remark by, at the special session 2 
Field, Charles W., petition of, praying the removal of his 
: ties digabijities i ass uenas „ 1 
bill (S. No. 291) to remove the political disabilities of. 
reported by Mr, Edmunds, from the Committee on the 
Wied TII E A E Sonane padda a 387 
considered and passed by the Senate 415 
considered and passed by the House 458 
examined and signed 565, 569 
approved by the President 
Field, Silas F., bill (S. No. 30) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Garland 2 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 77 
Finance, the Committee on 
appointment of members of temone nena e 39. 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions, referred to 57, 77, 116, 1 
149, 150, 168, 207, 208, 246, 247, 283, 305, 341, 362, 363, 444, 635 
petitions referped. to 22 57,7 
149, 167, 207, 244, 340, 341, 361, 386, 414, 443, 520, 521, 766, 
Fire-buckets, a supply of, ordered se.. nume- see 
Fire-proof building for the Interior Department, bill making 
an appropriation for᷑r-r-õrr᷑ᷣpꝛ see noes koss 3875 414 
Fletcher, John, bill (S. No. 191) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Me Donald 208 
referred to the Committee on Claims 8 208 
Florida, the Senators from— o 
Simon B. Conover, attended .............-----+---- eie 2,49 
Charles W. Jones, attended AAR a rs 2,49 
Florida, the State of— 
legislation concerning— 
ill (S. No. 45) to extend the provisions of the act for the 
final adjustment of private Jand claims in the States 
of fy te Louisiana, and Missouri, approved June 
, 1860. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida- 98 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 98 
bill (S. No. 166) making an appropriation for deepening the 
channel of the Hillsborough River, in Florida. 
introduced by Mr. Conoverrrk 201 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 201 
bill (S. No. 184) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior, for ent 
and sale, all lands in the State of Florida not ni 
for naval purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida- 207 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 207 
bill (S. No. 258) to retrocede to the State of Florida juris- 
diction over lands reserved for a dock-yard in the 
county of Escambia, in ssid State. 
introduced by Mr. Jones of Florida 341 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 341 
bill (S. No. 350) to amend section 2288 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States so as to enable citizens of 
the State of Florida to transfer a portion of their 
2 tions of homesteads to the construction of 
Ta 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida 635 
— 1 me 9 on Ata panas: vets ro 635 
oyd, Frank A., and others, memorial o t the repeal o 
> “the bankrupt law ~ C 340 
Fones, Bary, bill (S. No. 194) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. Plumb ......-. . . 246 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 246 
Forbes, Captain R. B, motion withdrawing the papers of. 766 


Foreign Relations, the Committee on— 
intment of members off.. ces dads 39, 50 


a 
bil letters, and resolutions referred to . 777117 
246, 284, 371, 570, 800 
motions that, be discharged from the consideration of certain 
DUIS SIT A O EIFE COIT OT OT h ese 283, 363 
petitions referred to „„ 115,340, 414, 520 
Foreign vessels, bill (8. No. 249) amendiug the law concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Burnside.......-.-.....-------------+--- 341 
referred to the Committee en Commerce.......--..--.------ 341 
Fort 3 Cavalry Volunteers, bill (S. No. 89) for the relief 
of, 
introduced by Mr. Garland. viene 116 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............-.. 116 
Fort Harker military reservation, bill (S. No. 26) donating a por- 
tion of the, for educational purposes. 
{introduced by Mr. Plumd «? . 77 
referred to Committee on Military Affairs „ 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Fort Larned military reservation, bill AGY No. 159) donating a 
portion of the, to the State of Kansas. 
introduced by Mr. Plum 4 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Fort Riley military reservation, bill (S. No. 57) y for the sale of a 
portion of the. 
introduced: Dy Mr. Funn „„ 2 
referred to the Committee on Mili 
Fort Smith military reservation, bill (8. No. 139) donating the, 
for free schools. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Forty-fifth Congress, bill (S. No. 154) to fix the date of the 
eee e the first regular session of the. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls 2 
referred to the r im NA on the Judiciary............----. 
Foster, J. C. C., and others, petition of, , praying for the Protec- 
tion of settlers on public lands . 
Foulk, Captain William L., bill (S. No. 356) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wallsee „ „ „„4„%ẽ 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Frederick, C. H., bill (S. No. 52) for the relief of. 
introduced by Ar Fd e ee iden see 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Frederick, Charles H., bill (8. No. 212) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Paddock. eee seniel 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 
Friends, of Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, memorial of, in favor of 
general arbitration between nations 9 
Fuller, Albert, motion withdrawing the papers of 2 17. . 


G. 


Gachot, Augustin, woe of, for payment of a war claim 
Aivi 145 2. on, by the . on 7 00 ee 
Gager, am tit ion of, praying payment of a war claim. 
bill (S. No. 255) pe the relief of 
introduced by: Mr. Harris -eor cnccncccncen cost saces ene r 
referred to the Committee on Claims - 
Galveston Harbor, bill (S. No. 134) for continuing the improve- 
ments of. 
introduced by Mr. Maxey .........----.------ . 8 
referred to the Committee on n „eee 
GARLAND, A. H., a Senator from Arkansas 
attended the Special DOMON ia os ba Antoon n hbase Agg paoia 
appointed on committees at the special session ere 
attended the regular session 
re gree on committees at the regular sessi 
introduced by, at the re, r session, viz: 
8. No. 30, for the ‘relief of Silas F. Field, one of the sureties 
on the bond of John G. Halliburton, d late 
marshal of the United States for the eastern district 


71777... 8 
referred to the Committee OD) Nins cqeksidseine cece 
8. No. 89, for the relief of the officers and privates of the 
Fourth Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs =a 


S. No. 116, authorizing the Secre of the Treasury to 
adjust and settle the debt due the United States by 
the State of TT 

referred to the Committee on Finance 

8. No. 136, to amend so much of an act making appropria- 
tions for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, approved March 
3, 1877, as provides for paying mail contractors in 
Southern States before ellen. 

referred to the Committee on Appropriationss 

8. No. 137, granting indemnity to States for swamp land 
sold by the United States .Q 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

8. No. 218, to create a circuit court for the districts of Ark- 
ansas, and for other purposes wsvececs 

referred to the Committee on the Judieiar g. 

S. No. 219, to establish the judicial district of Oklahoma 

‘referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.........-.-. 


referred to the Committee on Claims 5 
S. No. 251, for the relief of Henry M. Vance and Harry C. 
Chase, of Little Rock, Arkansas 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. .. 
S. No. 270, to authorize the election of a Delegate to Con- 
from the Indian Territory -..-.-....-----..--- 


S. No. 271, for the relief of W. B. Gasa, Michael Callaghan, 
and the estate of John Waters, deceased deceased 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
motions made by, to 
adjourn $ 


GARLAND, A. H.— Continued. 
motions made by, to— 
withdraw the papers of— 
officers and privates of the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry Vol- 


bi ua dasane Saen akkaa une „ 117 
nns — 01 
. by, from— 

enry, praying to be refunded certain moneys 76 
Allen, S. M., and others, praying for a post- routo e SAID 
Taylor, H. T. B., and others, praying for a post-ronte...... 115 
Gachot, Augustin, praying payment of a war claim 115 

Turner, Jesse, and others, praying relief from liability as 
MOBUITISIOAT, , ß 135 

Moss, William, praying extra compensation as a mail con- 
tracto: 85 )VTVTVCVCCTTVVTCCCCCCVCC season Ea 135 
Andrews, C. J., and others, „praying for a route....... 201 
Humphrey, Charles, and others, praying for a post-route.. 201 

Jones, Augustus D., praying for an amendment to the Con- 
mar ð T 202 
Owen, Thomas M., and others, praying for a post-route.... 340 
Walton, J. N., and others, praying for a t-route........ 386 
Burwell, A., praying yment of a war claim 386 
Darwal Geargs N ing the repeal of certain ta 386 
+, and otbers, praying for a post-route.... 520 
e 5 by, at the regular session ...... 283, 


454, 679, 689, 690, 693, 743, 788, 796 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
0 DA ate pe S EE EES yi 682, 690 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina. . 679, 682, 685 
Garrard, T. T., and 8 motion to withdraw the En Water, of.. 58 
Gasa, W. B., Michael C allaghan, and estate of Jo 


dill (S. No. 270 for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Garland „ SOS 
referred to the Committee on Claims ee 363 
Gay, Sallie I, bill (8. No. 302) for the relief of. 
introduced UY Mr: MODUNA. cresuoencicsubaceens 9 415 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 415 
Geneva award, bill (S. No. 110) to provide for the further dis- 
tribntion of moneys received under the. 
introduced by Mr. Kernann .---00 ceceee connec 19 
33 eyi: Committee on the J 8 aS homens —. 149 
orge, er ee P e or a On eee 521 
bill (S. No. 328) grantin 
introduced by Wadlei 1 8 eee 
referred to the 5 on Pensions 
George W. Elder to Columbia, bill (S. No. 125) to change the 


name of the steamer. 


introduced by Mr. Mitchell S „„ 150 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 150 
Georgia, the Senators from i 
John B. 8 Hill, creado TOE 3 . 28 
Benjamin Harvey attended. .. dees eee sone 
Georgia, the State of— 
legislation concerning— 
ill GA: No. 253) to refund to Georgia certain money 5 
said State for the common defense in 1 
in e FCC 341 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 341 
Gibbes & Co., bill (S. No. 288) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wadleigh. . 363 
referred to the Committee on Claims en 363 
Gibson, Dr. J. J., bill (S. No. 324) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Lamar eee sees e 
5 F., t ee ber Mpa as Saye pee E ER 521 
ibson and others, petition of, praying ai © North- 
ern Pacific Railroad 7777... vases, 799 
Gilbean, fn bill (S. No. 365) for the relief 8 reporma by 
Morgan, from the Committee on Claims ........ 800 
Glenn, J Ei H., tition of, praying payment see a 8 claim.. 341 
Glover, ed aes D (8. 1 7 10). for the relief of. 
DEME WAO saaa SKAA raceuawae 57 
safc to the Committee hin 57 
reported back adversely and postponed ON by the 
c c STT TA 766 
motion withdrawing the papers off. 58 
pienso ae beth Wirt, petition of, praying for a Sa 
Goliath, dente petition of, praying for a pension 115 
Gonzales, Rev. Manuel I., prayer offered by . 749 
Goodhue, John M., petition of, praying wee BL of rank in the a 
bill (S. No. 156) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hor %23ĩö„: 10 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 168 
GORDON, JOHN B., a Senator from Georgia— 
attended the special o aeaa A S 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
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GORDON, Joun B.— Continued. 
attended the regular session . —— 49 
appointed on committees at the regular e boss ayya peas 50 


bills introduced by, at the regular session, v 
8. No. 189, to amend the record of eari A 8 of Seth 


Bonne % — E 208 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 208 
S. No. 215, to authorizo the Secretary of War to issue cer- 
tain arms to the Washington Light Infantry of 
Charleston, South Carolina. 246 
referred to the Committee on Military Affai 246 
S. No. 216, for the relief of James A. Heard. 246 
referred to the Committee on Claims 246 
S. No. 232, for the relief of Samuel Noble.. 283 
referred to the Committee on Claims 283 
S. No. 338, to remove the political disabilities of J. H. Car- 
ter, of South Carola „ 549 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .. 549 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Sarai) Joterios sha kode cess eines haere cone AAT G 78 
Mechanics and Traders’ Bank of New Orleans 98 
New Orleans Gas Company eu. 98 
Michael Granary and other. 98 
Thomas M. Simmons and others. 98 
Hamel de y 341 
e eee eee 364 
petitions presented by, from— 
Charleston, South Carolina, business men of, praying for 
there-establishment of tho office of assistant treasurer 
at Obarlenton <2 50-5 a cccnewno sey A R 167 
Watts, Rev. Henry, and others, relating to the Freedman’s 
Savings and Trust Company 202 
Tatnall, John R. F., praying the removal of his political 
disabilities 777% ĩ A T IAT, 202 
Andrews, John F., praying compensation for registered let- 
ng sens 302 


Charleston, South Carolina, vestry of Saint Michael’s church 
at, p praying for a remission of duties on bells 
Hovis, W. F raying the passage of certain bill. 
Glenn, James H. praying payment of a war claim.. 
Guerry & Sons, pray ing the repeal of the joint resolu on or 


PRONG e E EA EE VE EE ES TU 341 
Timberlake, Mrs. F. A., praying the introduction duty free 

of a soldiers’ monument ..Q² 341 

Hebert, Mrs. Eliza E., praying payment of a warclaim.... 443 

Dickson, Lizzie, admin dee 2, praying payment of a war 8 

A aoine aeS SA NAAPA SSE EPOa doaa i 9 
Chaneaton! Sonth Carolina, Chamber of Commerce of, for 

the improvement of Charleston Harbor 569 

569 


Noble, Samuel, praying payment of a war claim 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 2 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session. . 549, 581, 644, 754, 788 
remarks by, at the special session, on the resolution for. the ad- 
mission of L. Q. C. Lamar as Senator from Missis- 308 
CCF i 


resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges 

Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 

M. C. Butler as Senator from South 8 S 644, 

650, 669, 672, 675, 685 

ost ð ose poate dune quanta A AL 713 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 

ator from the State of Louisiana 755, 756, 771 
admission of M. C. Butler as Senator from the State of 

Sand ↄ ꝗ ousenenadedccetars 755, 756 
Gordon, Laura De Force, petition of, praying for the removal of 
her political disabilities....-...-....-----.----. .--- 245 
Gould, George T., petition of, praying a donation of public lands 
for a female college CC P r rA ET 
Graham, Cornelia, petition of, praying for á pension for Fran- 
e ße AR 
Graham, J. D., bill (S. No. 245) for the relief of. 


introduced by e cone a a E T E 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 305 
Graham, William A., bill (8. No. 72) for the relief of the heirs ote 
introduced by cc 116 
referred to the Committee on Patents 116 
Granary, Michael, and others, motion withdrawing papers of. 98 
Gray, Edwin Fairfax, bill (S. No. 135) ae the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Maze 4 ona ase - 168 
referred to the Committee on Claims... eos eres aans meaa, „168 
reported back adversely and postponed indefinitely .......... 766 
Green, John, sr., bill (H. R. No. 977) to remove the political dis- 
abilities of. Received and referred to the Committee 
At cennac.s acct copes netedennsouss 525 
Green, L. T., motion 9 ea the papers of, ............. - 117 


Greene, General, joint resolution (S, R. No. 6) fixing a site for the 
uestrian statue of. 


introduced by Mr. Anthony .... .......52. 2.222. 2.0. seeeee ee 371 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 371 
reported back and passed by the Renaste ci E DE PSO 387 
considered and passed by the House .--- 559 
CLAMI and NARs i iaaa odada ð —˖ö 565, 569 
approved by the President ...... .... cosce s nassciessdo ees 650 
Grigsby, so h, petition of, „praying that his name be restored 
e a T aa l r E E ae 167 
bill (S. No. 132 Mr. Botley a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. BaileWttk suonna 167 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 167 
Groesbeck, Phebe Henrietta, bill (S. No. 342) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Maze p sce cnn i ones snes cnc eanemcnse 570 
referred to the Committee on Claims 570 
Grove, William F., bill (S. No. 340) for the relief of. 
introduced by e wc seated senha bonsuresess 570 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 570 
papers in the case Of... „„ „„ 800 
Grover, La FAYETTE, a Senator from ‘Oregon— 
objection by Mr. Hamlin to the administration of the oath to.. 17 
petition of M. pet 4 eae and others, that the election of, be 
investi 23 
resolution by are ‘that the credentials of, be taken 
from the table, and that the oath of office bo admin- 
IACBTON FO TUNE cla e, E P 23 
substitute for, by Mr. Sargent, that the credentials of, be 
taken from the table and the oath of office be admin- 
istered to him, and that the petitions containing 
charges against him be referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections when organized, with in- 
structions to investigate and report on them 31 
amendment to the substitute for, by Mr. Conkling, statin; 
that there is in Oregon but one State government an 
Legislature, and no dispute in rd to the existence 
thereof. Amendment accepted by Mr. Sargent, and 
ee TE E RENGE 32-37 
basis Seca! 80 the substitute by Mr. Sargent, as amended 
r. Conkling, by Mr. Wallace 37 
withdrewal of the last resolution of the substitute, by Mr. 
Sn . 39 
discussion of the resolution and amendments which were ag 
85 on the resolution, the substitute for, and the amend- 
ment, by— 
e ee eck EAE 38 
CODRUNG e coacennesunesaceisesremes 32-34 
VVV T. A per eens 38 
MOMMA oo iia E E T IT A EEEO 36 
C000 . 33, 34, 35 
7% co pb nsensacigha ta deaceaewentedscccaeete clip aee oe 
GCC VTV 36 
L / 35-38 
Whyte” rr!!! ß 31, 37 
AEN O EE TE D EA ET 37,39 
attended th the PREEN e a Se 39 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session 49 
pointed on committees at the regular session 50, 83 
resolution es fe by, at the special session, that the thirteen 
memorials heretofore presented to the Senate by 
Hon. J. H. Mitchell, purporting to be signed by 369 
citizens of the State of Oregon, relating to the fee 
tion of L. F. Grover, as a Senator, be now referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections, who shall 
thoroughly investigate and report upon the foregoing 
charges, with payor to send for persons and papers. 
Considered and CCC 
incidental remarks by, at the lar Session 83 
investigation into the election of, as United States Senator— 
resolution by Mr. Grover, that "the memorials presented to 
the Senate purporting to be signed by citizens of 
Oregon, reine DE that $ o election of L. F. Grover as 
a Benator of the United States was procured by un- 
lawful means, be referred to the Committee on Priv- 
8 and Elections, who shall 1 investigate 
age n the same. Agreed too 39 
N b itchell, that the 8 on Privileges 
and lon tusi be authorized to designate a subcom- 
mittee of three, who shall have authority to sitin 
vacation to investigate the charges preferred against 
L. F. Grover, with all the powers to send for persons 
and pa 57 and administer oaths that the com- 
meer CT EAA 41 
substitute by Mr, Saulsbury, providing that the judge of the 
fourth judicial district of Oregon be appointed a 
commissioner to take testimony relating to the elec- 
tion of La Fayette Grover ....-...--...--- 2 - 43 
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Grover, La FayvetTre—Continued. 

investigation into the election of, as United States Senator— 
amendment to the s:tbstitute, by Mr. Mitchell, providing for 

the appointment of a subcommittee of three members 

of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, who 

shall, if they deem expedient, visit Oregon and haye 

a clerk, stenographer, and sergeant-at-arms; that the 

expenses, not exceeding $10,000, be paid out of the 
contingent fund, and that Mr. Grover be notified of 

the sessions, with the right to be present at the ex- 


amination of witnesses. FFC 44 
amendment to the substitute, by Mr. Davis, of West Vir- 
ginia, to strike out the word “clerk.” Discussed and 
el mes T OESE E 45 
amendment to the substitute, by Mr. Saulsbury, that Mr. 
Grover shall be notified of the sessions of the sub- 
committee, with the right to be present at the exam- 
ination of witnesses. Accepted by Mr. Mitchell. 45 
amendment to the substitute, by Mr. Wallace, that all be 
stricken out which authorizes the subcommittee to go 
to: Oregon iL. oS Leo 8 45 
adoption of substitute offered by Mr. Mitchell, as amended.. 46 
remarks on the resolution, the substitute for, and the 
amendment, by— 

Mr. Conkling -< 22... -50 ened cnewes cons oana ssones sesos 43 
Davis, of West Virginia ......-......-.-....-----.- 44,45 
r aah cyl O T 8 4 
MORO o> fad . 44,45 

n „„/%;XVf . 
lll EOS roe Pe ee eee 42, 43, 44, 45 
r eso na E S EOE 
Grow, William S., bill (S. No. 167) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. MeMillann an 201 
referred to the 8 on Tension Tide 21 
Guerry & Sons, petition of, praꝝ in e repeal of the joint 
7 8 of March 2, 1805 EFF 341 
H. 
Habeas corpus cases, bill (S. No. 254) to enlarge the right of 
appe in. 
introdnosd by Mr. Harris conc yeng sascce 341 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary g 341 
Hackley, Mrs, Mary, petition of, praying the right to purchase 
certain land under the pre-emption act 108 
Haddock, Lydia T., administratrix, petition of, praying pay- 
r au ceracesenqesseeee 443 
Hall, Mannie, petition of, praying payment of a warclaim.... 167 
bill (S. No. 90) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon....-..---.. ..-.-+--eeeeeeeeee 116 
referred to the Committee on Claims 116 
Hall, Robert, the heirs of, motion withdrawing the papers of.. 549 
Halsey, Thomas H., bilt (S. No. 337) for the relief of. 
{ntrodaced: by Mr. Motti: 549 
referred to the Committee on Claims e 549 
HAMLIN, HANNIBAL, a Senator from Maine— 
attended the r coo ka snk enews acces mans 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 4,39 
attended the regular session .... .....-.- . 49 


nif paar on committees at the regular session... ........-..50, 83 
bills introduced 6 5 the regular session, viz: 


8. No. 12, to establish the Territory of Huron, and to pro- 


vide a temporary government therefor. 8 
referred to the Committee on Territories 58 
S. No. 73, for the relief of John A. Darling 116 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 116 
S. No. 149, for the relief of Charles B. Varney......------. 168 
referred to the Committee on Claims 168 
r . AINEET ET 362 
S. No. 289, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
change the name of the schooner Captain Charles 
Rova $0; er Eapen ssania daS 363 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 363 
reported back, considered, and passed by the Senate.... 387 
considered and passed by the House 457 
n A EEE ects 565, 569 
approved by the President 650 
£. No. 301, authorizing the purchase of the picture known 
as “The Polaris in her winter quarters in Robeson 
e e praeesacease 387 
referred to the Committee on the Library 387 
motions made by, at the special session, to— 
MUOORK << . nace capect cuca 41 
pain (OVER: oS coca ð⅛ ͤ . 4 
f )j)⸗ꝓ ] coennviesseccve peusne 40 
motions made by, at the regular session, to— 
proceed to the consideration of executive business. . . . . 135, 
345, 398, 423, 571 


HAMLIN, HANNIBAL—Continued, 
motions made by, to— 
withdraw the papers of— 


Daniel Stickney................... 3 117 
C0 EE ETEA T T S anaban pete 117 
r T T S EE AA N A AA 168 


chosen President of the Senate pro tempore. 5 75 als 1 

that a committee of three members be appointed by the 

Vice-President, to wait upon the President and inform 

him that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, and 

that the Senate is ready to receive any communica- 

tion he may be pleased to make. Considered and 

BETH LO nn Pons Sey e pier eten seek 4 
resolutions offered by, at the regnlar session— 

that the hour of the daily meeting of the Senate be twelve 

o'clock m. until otherwise ordered 50 

that the Secretary inform the House of . that 

a quorum of the Senate has assembled and that the 

Senate is ready to proceed to business. Considered 

and rout %% ] espe RERE AASA RENAT LRE OTHN 56 

that when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet on Mon- 

GAY HOLE ec aclocedecereeses cacseceses sare encena enn 15 
petitions presented by, from 

Bangor, Maine, letter- carriers of, praying for an increase of 

PUD VONABLON oo wane cen ba rnae doa pencen cen ev ose 56 
Bangor, Muine, business men of, praying for an increase of 

compensation to letter-carriers.........--...-..-.-- 56 
Cilley, Greenleaf, praying to be restored to the active list 

OF EHO NAVY ss oo cons E E Sr even. sacnepstesnees 76 
Newcomb, James, praying for a pension. EU 167 
Ranson, James T., and others, praying Congress to regulate 

the term of retiring Army officers.......-.---..-.... 244 
Floyd, dines A., and others, against the repeal of the bank- 

e SRW so wh eco ae AEN E woeE RECA Se ORE 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 1,5, 17, 38, 40 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 56, 53, 

82, 83, 109, 398, 423, 571 
remarks by, at the special sesssion, on the order of business.. 4,5 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the 
bill (S. No. 12) to establish the Territory of Huron and pro- 
vide a temporary government there for 57,58 
resolution concerning the disposition of surplus documents. 207 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 2) authorizing the appointment 

of commissioners to ascertain on what terms a recipro- 

cal treaty of commerce with the Republic of Mexico 

Shh DS Arran Ged Seasons A N dacs tanaseebewsleses 362 

joint reselution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 

tional industrial exposition ............---...--.-.. 570 

Handlin, W. W., petition of, praying the consideration of his 
CABG. so cose co cs se cnqe ccacsnesqasees sespnqaceces tees 116 
Hansberger, J. S., and others, petition of, praying the improve- 

E ment of Mobile Ba r PAESANA TS AAA TAADA EEAS AFET 302 
Hardin, J. H., and others, petition of, praying for a post-route. 76 
Harned, Eliza P. Willard, petition of, praying for the removal 

of her political disabilities. ........-......-..-..-.. 245 

HARRIS, ISHAM G., a Senator from Tennessee— 
attended the special sess ien. 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session. 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz; 
S. No. 161, for the relief of Charles W. Bies e 201 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 201 
S8. No. 162, for the relief of James Clift...... ....-. 22.22... 201 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. s 201 
S. No. 254, to amend section 764 of the Revised Statutes, and 
to enlarge the right of appeal in habeas corpus cases.. 341 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........-.. 341 
S. No. 255, for the relief of Miriam L. Gager 341 
referred to the Committee on Claims 3 341 
S. No. 361, to provide for the building of a marine hospital 
at Memphis, Tennessee. .. 2. 2. 2.2. ecco ce cece. cove 767 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 767 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
SA oc cveccseccces peasseporretadecorcoknene 208 
Mrs. Susan Parte 56 „4 eee 549 
positiona pronaatoa by, from 
Edwards, R. M., and others, praying for pensions to soldiers 
of the Mexican Wr 201 
Gager, Miriam L., preying payment of a war claim 341 
Parkinson, James aying arrears of pension 361 


"9 
Washington, William + Fa praying the passage of certain bill. 548 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session .. 650, 653, 682, 687, 773 
is, William M., and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
— crease of compensation to letter- carriers 
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Harrison, John, petition of, praying compensation for services 
BB SCONE. cc cos bce scence JC ((T. 76 

Hart, George, and others, petition of, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers..........--.-.--.--- IT 


Haverhill, Massachusetts, national and savings banks of, memo- 
rial of, against the passage of the bill for the remon- 


I s-ccésecvec Uescnccees sccclapee 414 
Haynes, William H., and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation to letter-carriers....... 5 
Heard, James A., bill (S. No. 216) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Gordon 1 246 
referred to the Committee on Claims ...........---.------ 246 
petition of, praying to be reimbursed certain money . 245 
Hebb, George V., bill (S. No. 214) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer 246 
referred to the Committee on Claims.......-....------------ 246 
title joorrected.. ~-e.» one cna azue wees pact senesssccess vows voce 371 
Hebert, 1 85 ate E., petition of, praying payment of a war 4 
% TTTTTTTT sameenasee 
Hedges, Charles E., bill (S. No. 121) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of. 
introduced by Mr. Allison 0 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 10 
motion withdrawing the papers of +--+ - 150 
HEREFORD, FRANK, a Senator from West Virginia— 
attended the special session ..........-.---- 2-2. ceee ees eee 4 2 
appointed on committees at the special session .........--.-. 39 
attended the regular session 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session - 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 71, to repeal the act providing for the resumption of 
specie payments, Leen ß noba Ao Sape 116 
referred to the Committee on Finance 116 
8. No. 157, providing for the coinage of silver dollars, and 
for making the same a legal tender. 3 
referred to the Committee on Fiuance - 168 
S. No. 241, for the relief of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, at Charleston, West Virginia ............... 2305 
referred to the Committee on Claims - 305 
S. No. 252, for the relief of W. D. Rollysoen . 341 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 341 
motion made by, to withdraw papers of James Cummings. 305 
tition presented by, from W. D. Rollyson, praying relief 340 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 444 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the resolution appoint- 
ing acommittee to investigate the books and accounts 
of tbe Treasury Department 451, 453, 454 
Hesselberger, Gustav A., bill (S. No. 82) for the-relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls. „„ 116 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 116 
Heuck, E. 2 and others, petition of, relating to the homestead 
o o tps E - 361 
Hickey’s Constitution, resolution for purchasing 500 copies of.. 40 
referred to the Committee to Andit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate . 40 
reported adversely and postponed indefinitely. ...-.....-.... 46 
Higgins, Theodore, motion withdrawing the papers off.. 444 
HILL, BENJAMIN H., a Senator from Georgia— 
attended the special session 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session .::..:.......--- ->00 000000 ones 49 
1 on committees at the regular session 50 
bill introduced by, at the regular session, viz; 


S. No. 253, to refund to the State of Georgia certain money 
aspen by said State for the common defense in 

TEC voweddduamade tod dividiuse adas —— sewees inse 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims.. 
motion made by, to withdraw papers of Nathaniel P. Harbin.. 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 


117 
603, 
678, 696, 736, 757, 758 


remarks by, at the regular seasion, on the— 
resolation to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
M. C. Butler, a Senator from South Carolina 4 
574, 575, 576, 577, 578, 649, 668, 669, 681, 652 
point of order 681, 694 


resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as 
Senator from the State of Louisiana 732-734, 
736, 740, 741, 742, 743, 744, 745, 746, 747, 748, 749, 750, 751, 
752, 758, 770, 771, 772, 773, 780, 791, 792, 793, 794, 795, 796 
Hillsborough River, Florida, bill (S. No. 166) for deepening the 
channel of the, 


573 


ee ee esseet enes seense 


introduced by Mr,.Conover. .... 22-200 22.0.cs0cs coca cess see = 201 

referred to the Committee on Commerce — 201 
Hoar, GEORGE F., a Senator from Massachusetts 

attended the special session.. Saas 1 

appointed on committees at the special session .. .... «% 39 

attended the regular session. 49 


appointed on committees at the regular session — — f 5⁰ 


Pago, 
Hoar, GEORGE F.—Continued. 


rulings and remarks from the chair, re session ..700, 701, 702 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 155, for the relief of George B. Upton, executor, and 


Ann C. Upton, executrix, of the will of George B. 
Upton, deceased. 
referred to the Committee on Claim 163 
S. No. 156, for the relief of John M. Goodhue. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 168 
8. No. 231, for the relief of Herman E. Davidson and the 
heirs of Charles H. Davidson. 283 
referred to the Committee on Patents 283 
S. No. 299, for the relief of the Baptist Relief Association of 
Purot Don ae ae eee cee ccs aedeauenas oneness 387 
refe to the Committee on Commerce 387 


S. No. 331, to establish an educational fund, and to apply 

the proceeds of the public lands to the education of 

MO ae eee ie eee et ote t= 8 

referred to the 8 on Education and Labor 
1 — 


Jones, J. D. E., and others, praying for an increase of com- 
pensation to letter- carriers . 
Babcock, S. W., and others, praying for an increase of com- 
pensation to letter- carriers 
Boylston Insurance Company, and others, praying for the 
re-establishment of an American legation at ota... 
Goodhue, John M., praying restoration of rank in the Army. 
Turner, Laura A., praying for a pension 
Davidson, Herman E., praying the extension of a patent .. 
Haverhill, Massachusetts, national and savings banks of, 
against the passage of the bill for the remonetization 
r TI ERUAN can E i ae nasarcteberess 414 
Worcester, Massachusetts, savings-banks of, and others, 
against the passage of the silver bill .....- 443 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 117, 666, 711, 766 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
DOUG GL OLeE puesta A E neces tencem sees 79, 655, 713, 
resolution concerning disposition of surplus documents ... 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making boa ed per ag the support 
of the Army for the fi year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes 422, 423 
petition of the Worcester County Institution for Savings 
against the passage of the silver bill 
resolution appointing a committee to investigate the books 
and accounts of the Treasury Department 451 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
Unten nee 8 526, 527, 551, 555, 556 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 557, 
558, 574, 577, 578, 579, 580, 581, 666, 667, 668 
correction of the Journal ..............--2---+--2---e-- 600, 601 
order of business E E spasecoccnccasscesueses 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as 
Senator from the State of Louisiana 731 
i, 732, 735, 746, 748, 749, 754, 755, 771, 786, 787, 795 
right of the Vice-President to vote 738 
Hodges, Jonathan K., motion withdrawing the papers of. 
Hofiman, Henry W., motion withdrawing the papers of ....... 
Holladay, Benjamin, bill (S. No. 346) referring the claim of, to 
the Court of Claims. 
reported by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin, from the Committee 
on Claim -one cece cons soe ——— 
Holman, J. D., petition of, praying compensation for improve- 
ments at Fort Canby reservation 
Holman, James D., bill (S. No. 290) for the relief of. 
reported by Mr. Mitchell, from the Committee on Claims . . . 387 
considered and passed by the Senate — 70, 805 
Homestead entries, bill (S. No. 196) defining the rights of per- 
sons with respect to. 
introduced by Mr. Plumbd 4 „%5 * 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
Homesteads, bill (S. No. 56) relating to timber titles to. 
introduced by Mr. Plumb —2 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands ..........----- se 
Homesteads to settlers upon the public lands, bill (S. No. 298 
to grant additional. 
introduced by Mr. Conover ..-. +--+ +--+ --+-2+ e2+-+ 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands : 
Hopkins, Charles L., and others, memorial of, against the repeal 
of the bankrupt law 


714 
207 
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108 
108 
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Page. Page. 
Hospital fund, Navy, bill making an appropriation for 387, 414 | Hunt, James F., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
Hot Springs of Arkansas, bill concerning a claim on the 443 of compensation to letter-carriers ...........-..-. 108, 115 
Hough, Samuel, petition of, praying for a pension 283 | Hunt, Thomas B., bill (S. No, 174) for the relief of. 
Houston, Alexander, and others, petition of, praying for an in- introduced by Mr. Windom 2 „4%6ũ „44 202 
crease of compensation to letter- carriers . . 200 referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.. 202 
Houston, Samuel, motion withdrawing the papers of. 201 | Hunt, William H., and others, petition of, praying for an exten- 
Houston, Trinity, and Tyler Railroad Company, petition of, sion of the Capitol ground. 167 
praying com ion for railroad-iron ...........-- 207 | Huron, United States steamer, the, bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the 
Hovis, W. F., petition of, praying the passage of certain bill.. 341 relief of the sufferers by. 
Howard, Hiram M., petition of, praying for a pension 233| received and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 804 
Howard, Mary, and others, petition of, praying for pensions... 634 | Huron, Territory of, bill (S. No. 12) to establish the. 
Howe, Edwin A., and others, petition of, praying for an increase introduced by Mr. Hamlin .... 22.22. 2.2.2. eeces ence ceneees 58 
of compensation to letter-carriers..... -..----..---- 98| referred to the Committee on Territories 58 
Howe, TrmotHy O., a Senator from Wisconsin— Hussey, Cornelia C., petition of, praying for the removal of her 
attended the special session 2 Pana ͤ ·kͤ——B ethic cetiess hao 2⁴⁵ 
appointed ov committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session .........--- ..----+.--.---++---- 49 I. 
. on committees at the regular session 50, 201 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: Idaho, bill (S. No. 307) creating an additional district in the 
8. No. 14, to authorize the construction of a ponton-bridge Territory of. 
across the Mississippi River from some point in Butfalo introduced by Mr. Mitchell PLL Si 
County, Wisconsin, to some point in Winona County, referred to the Committee on Public Lands 415 
MINNGei th ven bocce cree meee en 58 | Ihrie, George P., bill (S. No. 37) for the relief of. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 58] introduced by Mr. Buruside .... .... 0... c+ erence cence - 98 
S. No. 23, for the relief of Brevet Colonel Joseph B. Collins, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 98 
late of the United States Army yy gz 77 | Illinois, the Senators from— 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 77 David Davis, attended .... .-.-.-.-.-..---+- . 2, 49 
8. No. 24, for the relief of Michael Fentenheime, a citizen of Richard J. Oglesby, attended 2-2. 225 een ccce cece ene 2,49 
PrauGecuns oc crt e 77 | Inaugural address of R. B. Hayes, President-elect ..........-.- 3 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 77 | Inauguration ceremonies at the inauguration of R. B. Hayes as 
reference changed to the Committee on Claims 283 r ĩ 
S. No. 84, to amend certain provisions of the Revised Stat- Indian Affairs, tho Committee ou 
utes of the United States relating to the transporta- appointment of members of ---.---- --++ vann emen e000 nmu 39, 50 
Siet Oe MINORU Cee a a p a lakes ern? ones 116 | bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 2 
referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary............. 116 135, 150, 168, 246, 283, 305, 341, 363, 371, 521, 
S. No. 199, for the relief of L. H. and G. C. Schneider - 246] bills and resolutions reported by ---..----.-------- 386 
referred to the Committee on Claims 246 petitions referred to. 49, 167, 207, 520, 800 
S. No. 200, for the relief of William T. Duvall............. 246 | Indian affairs and expenses, resolution to prepare and report a 
referred to the Committee on Claim 246 statement of. Referred to the Committee on Indian 
8. No. 201, for the relief of John L. Williams, sole heir of E PETETA e 
Eleazer Williams, deceased ............-.-----.----- 246 | Indian Territory, bill (S. No. 270) to authorize the election of a 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 246 Delegate to Congress from. 
S. No. 202, for the relief of D. G. and D. A. Sanford. - 246 introduced by Mr. Garland „„ 363 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 246 referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 363 
8. No. 203, concerning commerce and navigation, and th Indiana, the Senators from— 
regulation of steam-vessels and sailing-vessels . 246| Joseph E. McDonald, attended 2,49 
referred to the Committee on Commerce............---. 246 Oliver P. Morton, attended -i sea rase 025 cosceneccc nese sens 2 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of Michael Fonten- Daniel W. Voorhees, attended ..-.......0.---cee eene nese 340 
r . E A 168 | Indians, census of, resolution by Mr. Davis, of West Virginia, 
petitions presented by, from— that the Secretary of the Interior cause to be pre- 
Hunt, James F., and others, praying for an increase of pared and reported to the Senate a statement 
coiapensation to letter-carriers............----+ +++ 115 arranged iu alphabetical order showing the approxi- 
Pinto, A. M., and others, praying compensation for services.. 167 mate number of persons belonging to each tribe o 
Angell, President George T., relating to the transportation Indians; the locality and extent of the reservations, 
of animals from the West to the seaboard ........--.. if any, assigned to the tribes; a condensed statement 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 739, 804 of the treaty obligations now subsisting with each 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— tribe, &e., Ko. Referred tothe Cimmittee on Indian 
resolution for the admission of L. Q. C. Lamar as Senator Alam 88 305 
SOM MGA DDL ws wep T EEA eU 14 | Indians, bill (S. No. 140) to punish parties for stealing property 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- of. g ` 
ator from the State of Louisiana..........-..-.-.. 23,734, introduced by Mr. Paddock... 22. 02. 5.26 none bene cewenw cone 168 
735, 736, 770, 771, 772, 773, 774 referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 168 
resolution for the admission of La Fayette Grover as Sen- reported back and referred to Committee on the Judiciary.... 386 
Qtr Tro Oregon <<< 36, 37, 38 | Indians to become citizens, bill (S. No. 107) to enable. 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 5 introduced by Mr, Ingalls 4 135 
resolution referring the credentials of Henry M. Spofford, as referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 135 
Senator from Louisiana, to the Committee on Privi- reported back with amendments 386 
leges and Elections 101,102 | considered, and made special order for 10th day of Decem- 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the r NOLS 525-527, 549-556 
UNG a AET E OTA T 553,555 | Industrial exposition at Paris, joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and relation to. i 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of received from the House „ö! ! 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 640, 641 referred to the Committee on Appropriations. ............. 570, 571 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- reported from Committee on Appropriations withamendments. 603 
ator from the State of Louisiana 734, considered and amended by the Senate 764-766 
735, 736, 770, 771, 772, 773, 774 received by the House, with amendments. ......... 33 8⁰⁵ 
Hubbard, J. Davis, and others, petition of, praying for an in- INGALLS, JOHN J., a Senator from Kansas 
crease of compensation to letter-carriers............ 115| attended the special session 2-2. ene sees 2 
Hubbell, William Wheeler, petition of, praying payment for use appointed on committees at the special session 39 
of his patent war inventions ...........--.......-.. 201| attended the regular session e 49 
bill (S. No. 311) to fully pay the damages due to. appointed on committees at the regular session 50, 305, 559 
introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania ............. 443 bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affair ns. 443 8. No, 4, nting arrears of pensions 88333 57 
Hughes, John C., bill (S. No. 287) granting a pension to. referred to the Committee on Pensions 57 
introdaved Vy Mr. Inga. 363 S. No. 38, to carry into effect the tenth article of the treaty 
referred to the Committee on Pensions ............--.-.-.--- 363 with Pottawatomie Indians, of February 27, 1867.... 98 
Humphrey, Charles, and others, petition of, praying for a post- referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 98 
N Re eT eS S Eee 201 S. No. 39, to make certain payments to the Pottawatomie 
Hunt, Amos, and others, petition of, praying for the extension Indians ...... AE ES TI RE Ep eee A oe re yg See 98 
of the Capitol grounds. 135 referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 98 
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INGALLS, JOHN J.—Continued. 
bills introduced b= 
S. No. 40, to authorize the President to restore George W. 


Smith to his former rank in the Army 298 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 98 
S. No. 68, authorizing the coining of the standard silver dol- 
lar and restoring its legal-tender character 109 
referred to the Committee on Finance 109 
S. No. 74, granting a pension to Samnel H. Kelsey - 116 
referred to the Committee on Pensions - 116 
S. No. 75, granting a pension to Milton H. Clements 116 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
S. No. 76, granting a pension to Mary Ann MeFarland 116 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
8. No. 77, ting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors 
of the war of 1846 with Mexico, aud the widows of 
deceased soldiers and sailor N 116 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
8. No. 78, granting a pension to Reuben Marshall 116 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
S. No. 79, to establish a pension agency at Topeka, in the 
State of Kansas... «c 116 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
S. No. 80, to reimburse the State of Kansas for expenses in- 
curred by said State for the United States in repelling 
invasions and suppressing Indian hostilities 116 
referred to the Committee on Claims 116 
S. No. 81, for the relief of W. H. Powell. 10 
referred to the Committee on Claims 2 - 116 
S. No. 82, for the relief of Gustav A. Hesselberger --- 116 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 116 
8. No. 107, to enable Indians to become citizens of the United 
Nate „„ 135 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 135 
reported back with amendments..-............-.-.----.. 386 
considered, and made special order for 10th day of Decem- 
C ĩ ðV ae aM Ea Se 525-527, 549-556 
S. No. 108, to equalize the bounties of soldiers who served 
in the late war for the Union .....--.-..-... 135 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 135 
S. No. 151, to amend section 2306 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United s cs souls cccusccees pansus 168 
referred to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws.. 168 
reported back and referred to the Committee on Public 
ee / scuenees s 207 
S. No. 152, for the relief of certain settlers upon homestead 
and pre-emption CCC 168 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 168 
S. No. 153, to organize the judicial district of Oklahoma and 
establish courts of the United States therein ... . 168 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 168 
S. No. 154, to fix the date of the meeting of the first regular 
session of the Forty-fifth Congress 168 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 168 
S. No. 160, granting a pension to Thomas Beaumont 201 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 201 
S. No. 180, to provide for a building for the use of the post- 
office, the United States circuit and district courts, 
and other Government offices at Topeka, Kansas.... 202 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 202 


8. No. 181, to provide for the examination of claimants for 
ension and for the appointment of a corps of exam- 

ining surgeonss ..-.2..- 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 
S. No. 186, to provide for the settlement of tax-lien certifi- 
cates erroneously issued by the late authorities of the 
District of Columbia. 4 „„„4„g— 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 
8. No. 225, to repeal an act for the relief of Nancy S. Led- 
ford, approved March 3, 1871l 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 
reported back 
considered and passed — ---0c---e-e ee ee 
8. No. 226, to repeal an act to incorporate the National Cap- 
ital Insurance Company, and to provide for winding 
up the affairs of said incorporation 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia .. 
S. No. 285, granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone 
referred to the Committee on Pensions we 
8. No. 286, granting a pension to David Torpey............ 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 
S. No. 237, granting a pension to John C. Hughes 
referred to the Committee on Pensions ` 
8. No. 296, granting a pension to John W. Thornton 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
8. No. 313, to repeal an act authorizing the coinage of a 
twenty-cent piece of silver 
referred to the Committee on Financ 
S. No. 353, for the relief of Geo: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
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INGALLS, JONN J.—Continued. 


5 8 ee 

. No. 362, granting a pension to A. G. en yeccecceresess 707 

referred to the Cominittes on Pon Keduquonds sted se 767 
motion made by, at the special session, to adjourn. ......... > 4 
motions made by, at the regular session, to— 

YOUR See E TE O P EEE E E SE 650 
MOWOIN OVER A T EE T OEA E EET 443 
withdraw the papers of— 

S A. Se i 751 —2322***ùB² „„ 135 

Ts. ane 7) 168 

E. G. Mac: ATE ORE AET PTEI saseaaes 201 

Ruth VOOR ET E E EPN A EATE A N 246 

TI T 635 

resolutions offered by— 
that the Committee on Pensions be instructed to report, by 
bill or otherwise, reducing and properly adjusting the 
salaries and fees of pension agents; 1 that they also 
inquire into the expediency of abolishing all pension 
agencies, and providing hereafter for the payment of 
pensions at the Treasury of the United States. Offered 
= a substitute for Mr. Morrill’s resolution, and agreed 
7 avaene PA TE AN T E A A 109 
that the President be, and he is hereby, requested, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, to transmit to 
the Senate a statement of the appropriations and 
expenditures on account of Army and Navy pensions 
from March 4, 1789, to June 30, 1876. N i 
that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Mon- 
GRY NORE EE TE p ene oc 3 ——— 443 
petitions 8 by, from 
Bond, W. H., and others, praying an increase of compensa- 
tion to letter-carriers.... 2.0.25. .. 116 
Boyle, Lawrence H., Praying for a pension — 201 
Moody, G. P., praying for a pension 245 
Pate, B. S., praying for a pension 245 
Ivers, Albert, praying for an increase of pension 245 
Powell, W. H., relating to the bill for the relief f 245 
Howard, Hiram M., praying for a pension 283 
Smith, Daniel, praying for a pension. 340 
Minor, Smith, praying fore pension AE Uses sn cee een 520 
Dunbar, John B., praying for a pension 569 
communications from Commissioner of Pensions, presented 
by, relating to Mexican war pensions 634 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 109 
208, 283, 415, 570, 653, 663 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
resolution appointing a committee to investigate the books 
and accounts of the Treasury Department 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
Miked : SEStes ⁵m—ÄÄ!TRTT—T.0.00 525, 
526, 527, 549, 550, 551, 553, 554, 555, 556 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 
ator from the State of Louisiana 735, 
resolution for the admission of James B. Eustis as Senator 
from the State of Louisiana. 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 801 
Inspection of steam-boilers, bill (S. No. 249) 0 the law 
concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Burn side «„%.6 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 341 
Insurrectionary States, bill (S. No. 60) for the relief of owners 
and purchasers of lands sold for taxes in. 
introduced: by Mr. Withers. 108 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....-............ 108 
Investigation of the charges against La Fayette Grover, a ' 
Senator from Oregon .........--+-...---- 39, 43-46 
Interior Department, joint resolution (S. No. 1) for the publica- 
po of the decisions of the, relating to the public 
A nds. 
introduced: by Mr. Ferry 4 „ 135 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 5 135 
Interior Department building, bill making an appropriation 
6117... A A A E TAA SAET AAT T A „414 
Iowa, the Senators from 
William B. Allison, attende l 2,49 
Samuel J. Kirkwood, attended 2,49 
Ireland, Amos, bill (S. No. 99) for the relief of the estate of. 
introduced DE Me, MONO VOR set cena nnoese a A A e cece 117 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 117 
reported back without amendment 283 
considered and by the Sens — 570 
Ireland, Margaret, motion withdrawing the papers of.. 246 
Ivers, Albert, petition of, praying for an increase of pension... 245 


J. 


Jackson, B. L., and others, petition of, praying the passage of 
a law authorizing arrears of pension 


© 


Jefferies, Sarah T., motion withdrawing the papers of 
Jeffrey, Rose Vertner, motion withdrawing the papers of. 
Jenkins, Benjamin H., bill (S. No. 303) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Withers N 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
Johnson, J. W., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter- carriers 
Johnson, William, and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
e ee . penssnase 
JOHNSTON, JOHN W., a Senator from Virginia 
attended the E a FEIT STI coe cesarengeseces 
appointed on committees at the special session ....--- s 
attended the regular session SASN TETERA 
appaiate on committees at the regular session 
bill introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 72, for relief of the heirs of William A. Graham 
referred to the Committee on Patents Shine esss 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
r ys he pemacton TA 
Leopold and Soloman Lev ii. 
Jones, A. D., petition of, praying an amendment to Constitution.. 
Jones, CHARLES W., a Senator from Florida 
attended the special session.........----. . 
appointed on committees at the special session 
attended the regular session 
appointed on committees at the regular session 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 45, to extend the provisions of the act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Florida, Louisi- 
ana, and Missouri, approved June 22, 1860 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
S. No. 184, to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to trans- 


fer to the Secretary of the Interior, for entry and sale 

all lands in the State of Florida not needed for naval 

ur poses. ——yä—ͤ——— . teres seeece 

EP He to the Committee on Naval Affairs 


8. No. 257, to amend section 4200 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States, relating to clearances of ships and 
vessels bound to foreign ports D 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

S. No. 258, to retrocede to the State of Florida jurisdiction 
over lands reserved for a dock-yard in the county of 
Escambia in said State 2... 2-20. nee ees anne 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

8. No. 259, to revive and extend the provisions of an act 
approved June 8, 1572, granting the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States to the 
33 and Louisville Railroad Company of Ala- 

ꝶ9—ũ—ꝶ6õ-ñ‚1ũ5d·4944444««4««’ snes ——— 2 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands 
reported back with amendmen ts 

8. No. 336, for the relief of Nathaniel Mkay 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

8. No, 350, to amend section 2288 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States so as to enable citizens of the 
State of Florida to transfer a portion of their pre- 
emptions of homesteads to construction of railroads.. 

refe to the Committee on Public Lands 


resolutions offered by— 
that the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to 
communicate to the Senate his opinion in regard to 
the practicability and probable cost of removing the 
sunken wrecks at the entrance of the harbor of Pen- 
sacola, Florida. Considered and to 

that the report of the Secretary of War, in response to res- 
olution ef the Senate passed January 9, 1877, show- 
ing the importance of a water line of communication 
from the mouth of Saint Mary’s River, in the State 
of Georgia, through the State of Florida to a suita- 
ble place on the Gulf of Mexico, and the cost of a 
complete survey of said line, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce.... abe 

that the Attorney-General and the Secretary of the In 
rior be, and they are hereby, direc to communi- 
cate to the Senate the instructions given to the agents 
and marshals of the United States in the States of 
Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi, touching the seiz- 
ure of logs, lumber, and naval stores suspected of 
having been taken from the public lands of the United 
States; whether or not, under the orders given to said 
agents and marshals, large amounts of property in 
possession of citizens of the United States, held under 
claim of valid title, have been seized without war- 
rant supported by oath or affirmation and particularly 
describing the things to be seized 
amended by Mr. Chaffee, and accepted..............2... 
modified by Mr. Conkling, and resolution agreed to...... 


i 


— ũ¾/ 


341 
341 


341 
341 


JONEs, CHARLES W.—Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
Jones, Mary W., petition of, praying for increase of pensio 
Journal of the Senate, amendment of the.... ................-. 599 
Judges, United States district, salaries of, bill making appropri- 


Kansas, the Senators from— 
John James Ingalls, attended 
Preston B. Plumb, attended .......... 

Kansas, the State of— - 
legislation concerning— 


Bowers, Christian C., praying payment of a war claim 97 
N anonsid, 9 praying payment of a war claim. 97 
welder, Mary A., praying com tion for cotton 

turned e 283 
Henck, E. W., and others, relating to the homestead law.. 361 


remarks by, at the regular session, on the resolution directing 


the Attorney-General and Secretary of the Interior to 
communicate to the Senate the instructions given to 
the agents and marshals of the United States touch- 
in the seizure of lumber and timber 444, 445 


Jones, J. D. E., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 


of compensation to letter-carriers....-....-......--- 
Jones, Jane Graham, petition of, praying for the removal of her 
political disabilities............---+......-- ——— 
JONES, JOHN P., a Senator from Nevada 
attended the special session 4 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session .... .-....-----.:.-00 21-2 wees nee 49 
Spoon on committees at the regular session 50 
bill introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
8. No. 86, to authorize the coinage of a dollar of 412} grains 
standard silver, and for other purposes 116 
referred to the Committee on Finance 116 


resolution offered by, at the special session, that the Commit- 


tee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate be authorized to sit during the recess of 


the Senate. Agreed PST e 555 46 
tition presented by m A. H. H. S uart, praying for the 
15 removal of her litical disabilities. Gig sans 4 5 2⁴ 


Jones, John Rice, bill (S. No. 240) to indemnify the heirs and 


legal representatives of. 
introduced by Mr. Allison 305 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 


motion withdrawing the papers .. 98 
Jones, M. P., bill (S. No. 150) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell 168 


ATE on M LEOA OLS P E AE E E T 


41 
Judges of the district courts of the United States, bill (S. No. 


309) fixing the salaries of the, 


introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin 443 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................. 443 
Judges or justices of United States courts, bill (S. No. 343) con- 


cerning the retirement of. 


introduced by Mr. Armstrong 570 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
Judgments recovered, bill (S. No. 360) in relation to docketing 


„ 
certain. 


ieee x! 767 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary................. 767 
Judgments and decrees, bill (S.No, 261) concerning enforcement 


of, in certain cases. 


introduced by Mr. Matthews -.-scscece passagens 341 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................- 341 
Judiciary, the Committee on the— 

appointment of members ohh. 39, 50 


bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 57, 58 


77, 93, 116, 117, 135, 149, 168, 208, 246, 247, 283, 305, 
341, 364, 387, 443, 521, 549, 570, 635, 766, 767, 760 


bills and resolutions reported bye 415 
discharged from the consideration . 302, 341 
petitions referred to- e cnc res cnc e 57 


POSE NOLS os Ä.. ONA 8 


ill (S. No. 26) to donate a portion of the military reserva- 
tion of Fort Harker to, for the establishment of an 
educational institution, and to open the remainder to 


settlement. 
introduced by Mr. Plumb .... .... onasan ..---+ -2-2-- oon 77 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 77 


bill (S, No. 57) to provide for the sale to actual settlers of 
a portion of the Fort Riley military reservation, in. 


introdaced by Mr. Elumtdd.Q 108 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 108 
bill (S. No. 79) to establish a pension agency at Topeka, in. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls..-..-.-- Saris 118 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
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Kansas, the State of—Continued. 

legislation concerning 
ill (S. No. 80) to reimburse for expenses incurred for the 
United States in repelling invasions and suppressing 


Pago. 


Indian hostilities. 
introduced by Mr. IB ode ne pphisapect.bavcsescdaace 116 
| referred to the Committee on Claims sedaewdex: 116 
bill (S. No. 113) establishing certain post-roads in. . 
introduced by Mr. Plump 149 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 149 
bill (S. No, 159) to donate a portion of the military reserva- 
tion of Fort Larned to, for the establishment of an 
educational institution, and to open the remainder to 
settlement. 
eee 8... .4ssssorses sanne or 168 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 168 
bill (S. No. 180) to provide for a building for the use of the 
post-office, the United States circuit and district 
courts, and other Government offices at Topeka. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls 4 „vrẽöĩł 202 
referred to Committee on Pablic Buildings andGrounds.. 202 
Kansas City, Missouri, Board of Trade of, memorial of, relating 
Deen 3 115, 207 
Kearney, William, petition of, praying for a pension 77 
Kellogg, Captain E. R., United States Army, testimony of. . 687-689 
KELLOGG, WILLIAM PITT, a Senator from Louisiana 
objection by Mr. Bogy. to the administration of the oath to.. 2 
amendment by Mr. Thurman, to a resolution by Mr. Anthony, 
that the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg lie on 
the table until to-morrow. Withdra wn. 2 
resolution by Mr. Blaine, that the oaths prescribed by law be 
administered to William Pitt Kellogg 15 


amendment by Mr. Bayard, that the entials of Will- 
iam Pitt Kellogg lie upon the table until the appoint- 

ment of a Committee on Privileges and Elections, to 

whom they can be referred. Discussed and 

call for the reading of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, 
. nnd, annya aa inoar dE 
statement by the Vice-President, that the credentials were not 
in ee of the Senate, having been referred. 
resolution by Mr, Edmunds, that the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections be discharged from the further consid- 

eration of the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg as 
Senator from the State of Louisiana, now under its 


consideration. Withdrawn..-........-..---+..«----- 83. 


amendment by Mr. Conkling, to a resolution by Mr. Whyte, 
staring that the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg 

had already been referred to the Committees on Privi- 
Jogesand E A T A 2.5 E E E 
amendment to the amendment, by Mr. Thurman, stating that 
the said committee shall also consider and report upon 

the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg 
resolution by Mr. Mitchell, that the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections on the contested cases of William Pitt 
Kellogg and Henry M, Spofford, claiming seats as 
Senators from the State of Louisiana, and whose cre- 
dentials have been referred to such committee, be 
authorized to send for persons and papers, and ad- 
minister oaths, with a view of enabling said com- 

mittee to determine and report upon the title, respect- 

ively, on the merits, of each of said contestants to a 

seat in the Senate. A, 8 Nee 
amendment by Mr. Edmunds, to a resolution by Mr. Thurman, 
that the Committee on Privileges and Electious be 

dise d from the consideration of the credentials 


of William Pitt Kellogg, of Louisiana. Considered 
603 


and rejected 

amendment by Mr. Conkling, to a resolution by Mr. Thurman, 

that the Committes on Privileges and Elections be 

directed to report in the matter of the credentials of 

William Pitt Kellogg end Henry M. Spofford, claim- 

ing seats as Senators from the State of Louisiana, and 

, that meanwhile the case from South Carolina be post- 
poned. Considered and rejected 

amendment by Mr. Edmunds, toa resolution by Mr. Thurman, 

that the Committee on Privile and Elections be 

discharged from the consideration of the credentials 

of William Pitt Kellogg and Henry M. Spofford, of 

Louisiana, and of M. C. Butler and D. T. Corbin, of 

South Carolina. Considered and rejected 

resolution reported from the Committee on Privileges and 

Elections, that William Pitt Kellogg is, upon the mer- 

its of the case, entitled to a seat in the Sonate of the 

United States from the State of Louisiana for the term 

of six years commencing on the 4th of March, 1877, 

and that he be admitted thereto upon taking the 

roper oath. Reported 

amendment by Mr. Thurman, substituting the name of M. 

C. Butler. Considered and rejec 


—A—KVld'c te sses ũũẽ. eee eae wee eenen 
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agreed to..15-23 


106 


106 


150 


605 


KELLOGG, WILLIAM Prrt—Continued. ` 
resolution from Committee on Privileges and Elections, that, 
is entitled to a seat in the Senate— 
amendment by Mr. Saulsbury, reciting a communication by 
Mr. Spofford, and recommitting the credentials of 
William Pitt Kellogg and of Henry M. Spotford, the 
contestants.for the seat in the Senate from the State 
of Louisiana, to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections with all the papers relating to said con- 
test, with instructions to said committee to take 
testimony on the issues above mentioned. Consid- 
ered and rejecteeii . — -= - 740-764, 767-778 
amendment by Mr. Morgan, that nothing in this resolution 
shall be so construed as to preclude the Senate from 
its right to demand an investigation of the charges 
presne in the amendment offered by the Senator 
rom Delaware and upon which a vote of the Senate 
has just been taken, as affecting the right of William 
P. Kellogg to a seat in the Senate. Discussed and 
wathidra Wii sees a coves! EAE OS S E AE settee 778, 779 
amendment by Mr. Hill, that Henry M. Spofford be admitted 
as a Senator from the State of Louisiana on a prima 


amendment by Mr, Merrimon, that the contestant, Henry M. 
Spofford, be allowed to produce at the bar of the Sen- 


ate the testimony he offered to produce before the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections to support the 
suggestions specified by him before the committee, as 

set out in the third page of the views of the minerity 

of the committee, and that the further consideration 

85 we subject be postponed until such testimony can 
taken. 
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Cameron, of Pennsylvan 2.28 
f 23. 102 
Conkling g 2, 79, 82, 104, 106, 107, 753, 755, 779, 788 
Davis; ot indie cr encrcesuncesseseestuc- 114 

r soanss T T 754 
BNA U D hea alee pe A i Had SE ee ae 604, 605, 734, 738, 739 


Gad secgadaly oust 103, 754, 771 
U eaaa A Aaa AAE a A PAARE sears 82 
IRIN E LAT N PAT T A A TT T 773 
Enn 732, 733. 736, 741-746, 748, 751, 772, 780, 791-796 
Hör 79, 731, 732, 735, 738, 745, 746, 747, 754, 787, 795 
V ( 23, 101, 734, 735, 770-774 
Igo sannaps on pin apnea 735, 736 
RS rer eee eee ee ogie 
ndix, page 6: 

MeDonald....... . = 77 004. 745, 746, 747, 752, 754, 789, 791 
MeMillan............... 113,731, 732, 734, 741, 747, 793, 794 
MONON acy ess T ween ee ERSA 635, 788, 795, 797 
. 99-101, 150, 731, 734, 793, 795 
MorgauPP:üHtn 0 778 
// nen nes enaa raaa SAANEN 23 

MOTO codecs spsatse paces meceedwose E F 21 
Sl! a ans 110, 793 
Saulsbur yyy 105, 106, 731, 740, 767-770, 772 
Thurman 2, 78, 79, 81, 82, 99, 103, 104, 106, 107, 109, 110, 

114, 604, 730, 737, 739, 744, 745, 751, 752, 753, 754, 780, 788 

C AA . A 102 

103, 105, 113, 114, 115, 635, 733, 736, 740, 741,787, 788, 790 

oo ENSE PEA eee 82, 102, 104, 105 
attended the regular sessieiorꝶ n. e eee 

Kelsey, Samuel H., bill (S. No. 74) granting a pension to. 
troduced by Mr. Ingalls . -------s---+----++-+-- 116 
referred to the Committee on Pension 116 
Kentucky, the Senators from— 
James B. Beck, attended á 


Thomas C. McCreery, attended 
Kerchner, Gallus, bill (S. No. 91) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Merrimon ...... 2-2 22. ecco eect oe 116 
referred to the Committee on Claims 3 116 
reported back adversely and postponed indefinitely .. 387 
KERNAN, FRANCIS, a Senator from New York— 
attended the special session .... ....--.... .--- 22+ +-++--+--- 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session . 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session 50 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


KERNAN, Francis—Continued. 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz 

8. No. Ran to 2 for the further distribution of the 
moneys received under the Geneva award........... 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 
S. No. 111, re-establishing the court of commissioners of 
Alabama claims, and for the distribution of the un- 
appropriated moneys of the Geneva award 

ogi the Committee on the Judici 


8. No. amending the laws granting pensions to soldiers 
9 of the war of 1812, and their widows, and 


B. No. 2 e incorporate the Citizens’ Gas-Light Company, 
of e District of Columbia 

. referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 

8. No. 360, in relation to docketing jndgments recovered in 

the courta of of the United Staves to mere shon a lien 

OM: TOR] OOTA tO -nonoi cas e napacencccce ne 

referred to the Committe on the Judi . 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of John P. Crosby. 

petitions presented by, from— 

Snyder, James M., and others, praying for increased com- 
pensation to letter-carriers.........--...-.--------: 
Robinson, James A., and others, praying for increased com- 

8 tion to l . * 

inger Manufacturing Company, and others, praying for in- 

j creased com: pensation tp ORAKOR 

Patrick, Bonie and others, praying for increased compensa, 
tion to letter- carriers . . - -g. 
Coes rues praying for a pension for Francis E. 
gaben B. 1. and others, praying the passage of a law 
authorizing arrears of pension q . 

Baker, Allen, and others, poing d a the passage of a law 

authorizing arrears of 

New York 8 Board of 


—UU DU — 


e and Transportation of, 
praying an investigation of savings institutions 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session ..........-..-. 
remarks by, at the special session, on the resolution author- 
izing the Committee on Privileges and Elections to 
designate a subcommittee to investigate anaes pre- 


ferred inst La Fayette Grover 
remarks by, at the lar session, on the— 
bill (S. o. 35) to repeal the bankrupt AW cccakeucsaccaeas 
9 Cornelia Graham, directress of the Utica Orphan 
joint 9 (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional industrial exposition... 7 


bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the Government for the 
seal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 
bill (S. No. 290) for the relief of James D. Holman 
Kimmell, Manning M., bill (S. No. 347) to remove the ee 
disabilities of. 


115 
115 


65, 766 


801 
805 


introduced by Mr. Cockrell... - 22.22. 2. -ccecc connec ceecene 635 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................. 635 
gc le — 5 5 hi S. No. 13) for the relief of. 
Spencer t 58 
9 to ash Committee on Pensions 58, 362 
Kinney, Joseph, bill (S. No. 235) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell -400-0255000 . 305 
referred to the Committee on Claims...............-.------- 305 
Kinney, Joseph, administrator, papers relating to the case of .. 634 
KIRKWOOD, SAMUEL J., a Senator from Iowa 
attended the special session ..--.. -u.o .---++ ee-0-+-----+-- 1 
appointed on committees at the special . ..-2.+-0 39 
attended the regular session 49 
ro age on committees at the regular session 50, 305 
introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 282, for the relief of John S. Logan 363 
referred to the Committee on Claimsaů—w 363 
B. No. 312, for the relief of Robert Coles...............-.- 444 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 444 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of Chicago, Rock 
Island and Pacitic Railroad Compan gg 549 
petitions presented by, from— 
Des Moines, Iowa, citizens of, praying for an increase of 
arid penssar to letter- carriers esses RS AO 
Atkins, Grace, ee ing for a pension 135 
Woodward, B. . b ing for a change in the 
Taw relating to post-traders .... 2.2. 2.022. cee eee eee 414 
Friends of Indiana, I ‘mois, aia Iowa, in favor of general 
arbitration between nationsESs 520 
Knight, Rev. P. S., prayer offered byùꝶꝶ.. 599 
Kuykendall, Nathaniel, motion withdrawing the papers of .... 305 
° L. 
LAMAR, L. Q. C., a Senator from Mississippi— 
objection by Mr. Spencer to the administration of the oath to. 2 


Page. 


LAMAR, L. Q. C.—Continued. 
resolution by Mr. Wallace, that the credentials of, be taken 
from the table, and that he be sworn..............-. 


amendment by Mr. Spencer, that credentials of, be referred 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections when 
formed. Discussed and rejected..-................ 14, 15 
discussed and agreed to...-.. .... 2... ----02-.20-- 3 5-15 
remarks on the resolution and amendment, by - 
, ecw sardus osuo sukse A 5, 6, 14 
Christiancy..... S ous esés adsa cepecs 13 
DEC dav ( [( 8 55, 6, 7, 14, 15 
OWS uci ven suceices bowawavaveses „b 14 
MoDonald——— cscnce ence se newe cond ones ceeeee cee 13 
Allr. T EO 14, 15 
D aacdedeorssesuseabe 8 222,618 
Spencer — — buen cece 5, 7-13 
„ „6 
a ß 14 
RA A cues 14 
— — the special session 15 
pointed on committees at the special session 39 
—— the Sess Ion 49 
appointed on 55S 88 0 
bill introduced by, at the lar session, viz: 
8. No. 324, for relief of Dr. J. J. Gibson 22 OBL 
referred to the Committee on Claims 521 
incidental remarks by, at the session 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the admission of M. C. 
Butler as Senator from South 1 563—— we —.— 
7 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, citizens of, petition, Aye — E for the ped 
re of the resumption ac 167 
Land scrip, bill (8. No. ee the HA of certain. 
introduced by Mr. Plumb . 22222. secasses ssns 135 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands.. 188 
Latham, Obadiah B. and Oliver S., bill (S. No. 277) in addition 
to act for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Conkling ...- =<.. --0.seeeeseneees 363 
referred to the Committee on Claim zz 363 
Lawson, Captain Gaines, bill (S. No. 1 for the relief of 
introduced by Mr. Bailey seca secesceeees 363 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 363 
Lea, Albert Miller, bill (H. R. No. 1638 9 — the political 
disabilities of. 
received and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.... 730 
Ledford, 5 bill (S. No. 225) to repeal an act for the re- 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls 2 283 
referred to the Committee on Panes e 283 
reported back.. e eee 443 
considered and nase 570 
Lee, H. S., and others, citizens of “Alabama, petition of, praying 
TECC ss sieve. p cst: 149 
Tatian eisti day, discussion as to what constitutes a 712,713 


A —TTVTTVTTTTTTTTTTT seee wee R 76, 97, 108, 149 
r , . 76, 115 
isses. nis dice suneecicuceuss sosppebace cats 4 386 
i r 149 
West Virginia 3 Sr NT TTE, 56, 98 
S A INEA E R N E E EERE ARRS SA 108, 115 
Levee does, 5 (S. No. 193) to amend the Revised Statutes 
. by dy Nr. Windom .... ß 246 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 246 
Levees of the Mississippi River, the Select Committee on— 
appointment of members of 39, 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred C 245 
petitions Weferred G <5 2cccts Sa nesnawsecetsccon 56, 361 
Lewis, Jose — 5 N., bill 1 (S.N No. 308) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell ttt 443 
referred to the 5 r cn erease sncecesise 443 
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Page. . Page. 
Lewis, Commander Robert F. R., motion withdrawing the MCDONALD, JOSEPH E.—Continued. 
D E enesuesanwe - 150 3 75 * 0 4 Š 
Lib the Select Committee on— t resolution harge the Committee on Privileges an 
5 WM scence s awerne stone cans 39, 50 Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 387 M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina .. 603, 
Lincoln, bill (S. No. 144) 1 establish the Territory of. a 38 604, 639, 651, 653, 667, 668, 9 
introduced by Mr. Saunders. ẽũ4 168] Point of order .. ee 
alertei to the ee eee Territories 168 resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sena- 
Little Rock, Arkansas, bill (S. No. 130) to establish a pension tor from the State of Louisiana . .. . s2. TA 
agency at. 742, 745, 746, 747, 752, 753, 754, 789, 790, 791 
1 8 nr ( CaN ad 150 3 1 Sagal bill (S. No. 76) granting a pension to. 3 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 150] in u y Mr. Ingalls ..-. .-.. 0... 
Locke, W. A., and others, penam of, praying for a mail-route.. 548 | referred to the Committee on Pensions. ease 116 
Lockw Chauncy M., bill (S. No. 100) for the relief of the r 9 — 5 3 Mose ne eine the relief of. oe 
irs of. . Jones, of Florida ...-...-- 
W by Mir. Deren 117 | _ referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 549 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 117 | McLean, Hoy, motion withdrawing the papers o 117 
Logan, John S., bill (S. No. 282) for the relief of. McMillan, D. D., and others, petition of, praying the repeal of 
introduced by Mr. Kirkwood......... E A ETE O08 the bankrupt law.. . . . . f —— 800 
referred to the Committee on Claims <... ------ -1+ 363 | MCMILLAN, SAMUEL J. R., a Senator from Minnesota 
Louisville Transfer Company, bill (S. No. 173) for the relief of. attended the special session — —— — ee seenee ene - 2 
introduced by Mr. W. eigh Fc 202| appointed on committees at the special sessiooernFn 39 
referred to the Committee on Claims . 202| attended the regular session ---. -+--++------ 56 
Lonisiana, the Senator from— a on committees at the regular session 50, 201 
William Pitt Kellogg, attended 2. 798| bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 158, granting a pension to Joseph Rouleau wade 168 
M referred to the Committee on Pensions 1688 
| z 8. No. 167, granting a pension to William S. Grow 201 
McCrea, Commander E. P., petition of, relating to promotions 5 — 7.5 Sh ete ciate pe emi on Pensions . vere 201 
{i BHOUNSVV ican ssa A E AS EA mad , 
IIC 71 
MCCREERY, THOMAS C., a Senator from Kentucky— adjourn . g- Zire 653, 693, 
attended the special oe AEA TADS UH eR 2 1 ped i 59 5 Pie og > Sere Werninger .. iss: 88 
į U 
appointed on committees at the special session re Pillsbury, J. S., and others, praying for an increase of com- 
renee ges 2 9 session. E S ASR ERARE nest an CESR 8 ee. BOR 115 
appointed on committees at the regular on : patent fa iar En FOSSO Areaan 
bill introduced by, at the regular session, viz: S. No. 35, to re- FFC alte 1 785 115 
ordered to lie on the tale II St | Minnesota, Legislature of, in favor of certain land grant.. 149 
amendment prsna and, with the bill, referred to the ta PEIGI pag A of, for a post-route from Elizabeth 100 
Committee on the Judiciarꝶꝶ . Mi rch hans. Sibert pepper EOE Oar DAY EA ine Val. 
petition 3 by, from e and others, pray- 443 7 15 ee W e pi n Blieb TA 149 
ng payment of a war claim — : RRNA IO E SREP ERENT UE E ORJILLE A 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the bill (S. No. 35) to 1 eee removal of the 149 
repeal the bankrupt law... -.-...-,-.;-- +--+ -84,85/ Minnesota, Legislature of, for the reduction of duties on 
McDermott, George, bill (8. No. 358) for the relief of. me rn Fe ara 3 10 
introduced by Mr. Igls * ing eae? oper F ²˙ cain fi Beate ak ia 
referred to tie Committee on Military ade FFT 
3 e petition of, praying payment of a war Minneso Legislature of, to fix the head of nayigation of m 
F . the Minnesota Riverrr.„%:˖ 
MCDONALD, Josrru E., a Senator from Indiana — Stearns, Sarah Burger, pray ing for the removal of her polit- 
e er special CC — a e ß 245 
appointed on committees at the special session incidental remark by, at the special session ...--.---- 23 
peters 9 — eee c 80 3 incidents! remarka “A at the regular saion.. 246, 559, 581, 754, 766 
Ud ‘ak shes paid N A a n Sipe ny Theta tended ee Aene a leo , remar) y, at the special session, on the 
bilis introduced by, at the regular session, viz: resolution for the admission of L. Q. C. Lamar as Senator 

8. No. 19, for the relief of Captain James M. Beeber 77 , se vscemcvacees 14, 15 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 7 resolution for the admission of La Fayette Grover as Sena- 

8. No. granting a pension sot Selar B. Decker.. 155 e co ccdureicccdasveasdcstusuce 35, 36 
referred to the Committee on Pensions........ . 5 remarks by, at the regular session, on the i 
reported back adversely and postponed indefinitely. 635 resolution ee e credentials of Henry M. Spofford, as 

8. ab et for 987 75 of Iin henge srccreccecece 5 Senator from Louisiana; to the Committee on Privi- 
refe to the Committee on Claims. . . e esee leges and Election .-0+-2e- iaeo a; 103 

8. No. nal in relation to distilling and rectifying spirits... 363 motion to discharge the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
referred to the Committee on Finance 363 tions from the further consideration of the credentials 

8. No. 302, for the relief of Sallie I. Gay. 415 of J. B. Eustis as Senator from Louisiana 113 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs .. .. 415 resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 

ere made by, to— 229, 559 Elections sem the consideration ÞE the credentials of 

h ew wae annene seanns nanem nen ns mmm mm M. C. Butler as Senator from South Curolina........ 575, 

withdraw the papers of James M. Beeber. ...-.....-...... 78 653, 654, 655, 662 
resolution offered by, that the expenses incurred by the com- resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as 

mittee appointed by the Senate to attend the funeral Senator from the State of Louisiana 1 
of the late Oliver P. Morton be paid out of the con- 732, 734, 741, 742, 743, 747, 748-793, 794 
peak ina peated 8 3 e Emse to be aa MOPHERSON, Jonx Ror a Senator from New Jersey— i 
approv . Agreed to — attended the special session o-er. eoooas soeces nesa .... 
petitions presented by, from— appointed on committees at the special session 0 

Wall, Thomas, praying for a pension 76 extended the regular session 49 

Mattern, Jacob H., and others, praying for an increase of appointed on committees at the regular session 50 

compensation to letter-carriers .........--...-....-. 76| b fis initeadviced by, at the regular session, viz: 

Goliath, Sampson, praying for a pension 115 S. No. 335, to provide for cheap transportation of freight 
incidental remark by, at the special session 13 between tide-water on or near the Atlantic Ocean and 
e 5 by, ss the regular otis E 398, 559, 645 the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys........--.-.------ 549 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— referred to the Committee on Railroads 8 

death of Oliver P. Morton 221, 222 S. No. 345, for the relief of Nathaniel G. Smith 579 

bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support . referred to Committee on Post- Offices and Post- Roads. 570 

of phe Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, A motion made by to 5 papers of Nathaniel G. Smith.. 549 
and for other purpog es 41 titions presen , from— 

bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the a ere Benjamin E., and others, praying for an increase 

United States o sae 554, 555 of compensation to letter-carricrs *..........-..-.---. 115 
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McPuerson, Jo R.—Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 1 
Clark, Amos, and others, praying for an increase of compen- 


sation to letter- carrier ««ͤ«ù„ 115 
Farrier, James B., and others, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers .....-.--..----.---.- 149 
McRae, Robert, aud others, bill (S. No. 29) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Maxey .....5..-- «5 3 172 
referred to the Committee on Claims e 77 
Magazine gun, appropriation for the manufacture of 421 
contractors in Southern States before the rebellion, bill 
(S. No. 136) amendatory of the law which provides for 
paying. 
e ny Ike, ( A 168 
referred to the Committee on Appropria tions 168 
Mail steamship service, bill (S. No. 275) concerning establishment 
of, between United States and foreign countries. 
intradnned Dy Mr. . 363 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 363 
Maine, the Senators from— 
James G. Blaine, attended .......... „„ 
Hannibal Hamlin, attended «„ n 2, 49 
Manufactures, the Committee on— 
appointment of members ot 3 39, 50 
Marr, Duncan, petition of, praying payment of a war claim . 57 
bill (S. No. 9) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. Baile „ 57 
referred to the Committee on Claims .... 4 57 
Marshall, Moses, motion withdrawing the papers of 444 
Marshall, Reuben, bill (S. No. 78) granting a pension to, 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls . . 116 
referred to the Committee on Pensionnsnsas .--.---- 116 
Marshall, Samuel, motion withdrawing the papers off 305 
Maryland, the Senators from— 
George R. Dennis, attended ...... . ͤ ]rr 2,49 
W. Pinkney Whyte, attended 2, 49 
Massachusetts, the Senators from 
Henry L. Dawes, attended l e 2, 49 
George F. Hoar, attended o 2, 49 
Mattern, Jacob H., and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation to letter- carriers 76 


PEDOUUND DOAK en anen at enn eae eae een nn teeta seats 
MATTHEWS, STANLEY, a Senator from Ohio— 
attended the regular session 
1 on committees at the regular session 83 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. S7, authorizing the adjudication and payment of cer- 
tain claims upon the fund created by section 15 of 
chapter 459 of the laws of the Forty-third Congress.. 116 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....-........ 116 
S. No. 141, to amend an act to amend and supplement an 
act entitled “An act to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy gan eee the United States,” ap- 
proved March 2, 1867, and for other purposes, ap- 
r oc E A EEA 168 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........-.. 168 
S. No. 227, granting a pension to Zephaniah Cinbaugh..... 233 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 283 
B. No. 228, supplementary to an act to provide for the re- 
sumption of specie payments, approved January 14, 
eee 283 
referred to the Committee on Finance 283 
B. No. 261, for the enforcement of jndgments and decrees in 
other States than those where rendered or made 341 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 341 
petitions presented by, from— 
Cobb, Joseph R., praying compensation for services in the 
e 22. cee sacesecaccotelcwabartusens 135 
Young, Governor Thomas L., relating to systems of trian- 
C A A T DES AED T S OTAS 245 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 245 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the bill (S. No. 179) to 
authorize the taking of certain parcels of land for the 
gts use on the west front of the Capitol grounds. .343, 344 
Mattoon, Illinois, citizens of, petition of, praying the remoneti- 
zation of the old silver dollar 3 8 
Maxey, SAMUEL B., a Senator from Texas 
attended the special sessioopwuunꝑꝑtrmnn .. 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session ---+-0-- 49 
s porated: on committees at the regular session............-. 60 


introduced by, at the vy pe session, viz: 
8. No. 29, for the relief of Robert McRae, Andrew B. James, 
and Emory Clapp, of New Orleans, Louisiana 
referred to the Committee on Claims eee 


Page. 
Maxey, SAMUEL B.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— í 
S. No. 134, making further appropriations for continuing the 
improvements of Galveston Harbor and for continu- 
ing the work in Galveston Bay, State of Texas . 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations =.=- 
S. No. 135, for the relief of Edwin Fairfax Gray 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
reported back adversely and ig ts indefinitely 
8. No, 222, for the relief of Henr arren. 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on Indian Affairs... 
S. No. 342, for the relief of Phebe Henrietta Groesbeck... . 
referred to the Committee on Claims —-ꝛ- 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Dennert ð W Ä é 
Houston, panay and Tyler Railroad Company 
resolutions offered by— 
that the President be, and he is hereby, requested to com- 
municate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, any facts in his possession touching an 
alleged unlawful rescue, by an armed band organized 
in Mexico, of two prisoners confined in the jail of 
Starr County, Texas, and which prisoners are alleged 
to have been unlawfully rele from said jail and 
carried into Mexico, and which armed band is ch: 
with wounding certain citizens of Texas in releasing 
said prisoners. 
ordered to be printed, and laid over 246, 247 
reintroduced and ID eset anak emia iplan tine ashe 284 
that the Committee on Mili Affairs is hereby instructed 
to inquire into the 5 iency and propriety of a sys- 
tem of defensive works on the RioGrande frontier of 
the United States; and if upon investigation the com- 
mittee deem it expedient and proper to construct the 
same, they will report, by bill or otherwise, a plan of 
defensive works for said frontier and the estimated 
cost thereof, having due regard to practicability, efi- 
ciency, and economy. 
ordered to be printed, and laid on the table..-......-... 
reintroduced, discussed, and referred to the Committee 
tt ad ĩðᷣͤ 388. 398 
joint resolution introduced by, S. R. No. 2, authorizing the 
appointment of commissioners to ascertain on what 
terms a reciprocal treaty of commerce with the Re- 
public of Mexico can be arranged, 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 
reference changed to the Committee on Finau ce 
petitions presented by, from— 
Shannon, Joseph R., pray ing compensation for loss of steamer 


PA E Fans ow ences ran ose ds cee aan U E seed 
Houston, Trinity and Tyler Railroad Company, preying 
compensation for railroad-iron taken by the military 
authorities for the use of the United States 


244 


520 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 246, 247, 341, 415 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
resolution instructing the Committee on Military Affairs to 
inquire into the expediency and propriety of a system 
of defensive works on the Rio Grande frontier of the 
Wiiitted: N x AT SEIT 


342, 388 

joint resolution (S. R. No. 2) 
of commissioners to ascertain on what terms a recip- 
roeal treaty of commerce with the Republic of Mexico 


Can be arranged so scun posiekane es SaN Eoas aeae 362 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes 417 
petition of the Muskokee Creek Baptist Association of the 
Creek Nation of Indians....... /. 222.205. 2s0 eee cess 520 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
United State 3 562, 553 
Meade, Henry M., bill (S. No. 355) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Burnside 


referred to the Committee on Claims 


Mechanics and Traders’ Bank of New Orleans, motion with- 
drawing the papers of.. 
Mehl, M. W., and others, petition of, praying the ereetion of 
certain public buildings. 570 
Memphis, Tennessee, bill (S. No. 361) to provide for the build- 
ing of a marine hospital at. 
introduced. by , ! ð pkan opeko gaed eana 707 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 767 


SENATE PROCEEDINGS. 


Merchandise, dangerous, bill (S. No. 249) amending the law con- 


cerning. 


introduced by Mr. Barr / AA Toeren 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 341 
Merchant seamen, bill (S. No. 276) to amend title 53 of the Re- 
vised Statutes, relating to. 
introduced by Mr. Conkling....-..----+ ---+++ «----+---+---+ 363 
referred to the Committee on Commeree—ꝛ 363 
Merrill, J. H., petition of, praying compensation for a model... 414 
Merrion, Augustus S., a Senator from North Carolina— 
attended the special „FFF 8 39 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
5 the regular session > 29 
apporaton on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 41, prescribing an oath of office........ sd 28 
referred to the Committee on the Judieiaryy 98 
B. No. 42, granting pensions to soldiers and sailors of the 
war with Mexico, and the widows of deceased soldiers. 98 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 98 
8. No. 43, providing for taking testimony and collecting 
information to be used by Congress 98 
referred to the Committee on the Y udiciary;. «<<. cansa 98 
S. No. 62, to amend section 146 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to vacancies in the offices of President and 
eee e edesecisecdsuacveewsteeee 108 
S referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections... 108 
reported back and referred to the select committeo on the 
subject of the election of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States. 202 
S. No. 63, to alter the times prescribed for holding tho elec- 
tions for electors for President and Vice-President and 
casting the vote in the electoral colleges for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President 103 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections... 108 
reported back and referred to the select committee on the 
subject of the election of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States. 202 
8. No. 64, to repeal section 4716 of the Revised Statutes.... 108 
referred to the Committee on the J udiciary............. 108 
S. No. 65, granting a new register to the schooner Carteret. 108 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 108 
zeparted back with an amendment and passed by ne 
ats dawncelesoeniseuenceban Vaneqc’ edas aose 


8. No. 90, for the relief of Nannie Hall.. 
referred to the Committee on Claims.. 


‘referred to the Committee on 9 $ 
reported back adversely and ostponed indefinitely. eee 


8. No. 92, for the relief of Willia Pate and Silas Q. 
Owes co e A rada dae dha EN LSLS, 116 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 116 
8. No. 175, to establish certain post-roadsin North Carolina. 202 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 202 
S. No. 183, to establish a post- road in North Carolina 207 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 207 
8. No. 230, to authorize the eastern band of Cherokee In- 
dians to institute a suit in the Court of Claims against 
the Cherokee Nation 283 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 283 
S. No. 283, to provide for the settlement and payment of 
arrearages due to certain persons for services actually 
done for the United States in the Southern States 
prior to the late civil wa“rt᷑‚᷑r᷑r coe eee 363 
referred to the Committee on Claims 363 
S. No. 322, for the relief of James O. Robertson 521 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 521 
S. No. 357, providing for beacon-lights on the line of inland 
navigation from the Chesapeake Bay to the sounds 
in North Gsrolins . 766 
referred to the Committee on Claim 766 
1 No. 358, to provide for the erection of jight-houses in Al- 
bemarle Sound, North Carolina. 766 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 766 
petitions presented by, from 
Hardin, J. H., and others, praying for a post- route 76 
Hall, Nannie, pra a war claim 167 


n aay g payment 0 
J ulian, Rev. , and others, praying for a post- 
% ᷣ˙ EIET TAS ⁵( EN E E 207 
incidental. remarks by, at regular session. . 167, 570, 635, 700, 780, 788 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials ae 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 
703, 704, 706, 707, 708, 709, 710, 1 
admission of M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina. 760, 
761, 762 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 


ator from the State of Lonisiana.........--..-.- 795, 797 


Messages from the House . oncons concen coos 56, 245 

362, 387, 415, 525, 549, 569, 634, 530, 766, 799, 500, 816 
Messages, Cone returned to the Western Union Telegraph a 

’ 
Methodist pine copa Church, South, petition of, praying pay- 
ment of war claims C. AET bine Once bes 
W police force of the District of Columbia, bill (8. 
No. 319), for the relief of. 


— eee tee wee tenet ween wenn weet 


introduced by Mr. Dennis soe. reed acces 521 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 521 
Mexican commission awards, resolution by Mr. Edmunds, that 
the Committee on the Jndiciary be, and it hereby is, 
instructed to inquire and report whether any legals. 
tion is necessary in order to authorize the payment 
out of any moneys received, or to be received, from 
the Republic of Mexico, or otherwise, to American 
claimants of the awards made by the commission 
created under the treaty between the United States 
and that republic, the ratifications whereof were ex- 
changed on the Ist day of February, A. D. 1869.. 
Agredd to saan pecsne tices shccivescte saesans 234 
Mexico, joint resolution (S. No. 2) for a commission on the sub- 
ject ofa errant of commerce with. 
introduced by Mr. Maxey .... 20.2.0 66... cecce cane OSAS seen 246 
referred to the n on Foreign Relations + 246 
reference changed to the Committee on Finance 8 362 
9 the Senators from fos 
Isaac P. Christiancy, attended. 3 2,49 
Thomas W. Ferry, attended... ... 0... 2252-222 es cece es cone 2,49 
Legislature of, zesolutions and memorials of the 
in favor of an a popratno for the improvement of the 
harbor at New Buffalo 76 
in favor of an appropriation for the construction of a har- 
bor at Menomonee ss sac.-csisc knoe * 76 
in favor ae an appropriation for a light-honse at Thunder 
JG ͤõͤç0dd Okia NAUAN o 76 
in favor of a tunnel under the Detroit River 76 
for appropriations for harbor improvements 115 
for an appropriation for a light-house at Thunder Bay 
RIVOE vacnaes Rane sabe toneneuscwambonieetussbuses 115 


Micow, J. M., and others, bill oe No. 32) for the relief of. 
introduced Dy Mr. Cookrell 5. isos Sccadssecudewscccs 
ee to the Committee on Claims 

rted back with a substitute 
7 0 withdrawing the papai AFE ATI 
Mileage of district 8 ill (S. No. 58) to prevent ‘abuses 
in respect of the. 
introduced by Mr. Edmunds 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
Mili Affairs, the Committee on— 
appointment of members ofůᷣ] .. 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 58, 77, 
78, 98, 116, 117, 135, 149, 150, 168, 208, 245, 305, 
341, 363, 415, 443, 444, 520, 521, 549, 570, 635, 766 
petitions referred to.. 76, 77, 135, 149, 167, Ai, 302, 340, 414, 634, 800 
Militia, bill (S. No. 104) for arming and equipping the. 


introduced by Mr. Coke „ „%%6õũ5? . - 135 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 135 
Miller, John S., bill (S. No. 85) for the relief of the EAA of 
the estate of. 
introduced by Mr. Oglesby.............--.2-.20-- N 116 
referred to the Committee on Finance 116 
motion withdrawing the papers of 150 
Millinger, James, ta wit thdrawin the papers o. . 58 
Millman, J. C., and others, petition of, praying for an extension 
of the Capitol grounds. 167 
Mines and Mining, the Committee on, appointment of members 
KK ͤ VE EE A SR SUSTA 0 
Minnesota, the Senators from 
Samuel 5 R. McMillan, attende 205.225.. = 2,56 
William Windom, e 2, 49 
Minnesota, the State of— 7 
legislation concerning 
ill (S. No. 7) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
ascertain the amounts due to citizens of the United 
States for supplies furnished to the Sioux or Dakota 
Indians of Minnesota snbsequent to August, 1860, and 
so! to the massacre of August, 1852, and providing 
‘or the payment thereof. 
introduced by Mr. Win dom . 57 
referred to the Committee on Claims 587 
Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the 
in favor of certain land Sir wee 149 
Tepe tes Soa sete E E nosh est ds 149 
for the removal of the Mille Lac band of Chippewa Indians. 149 
for the redaction of duties on foreign books 149 
for a light-house and fog-signal on Stannard’s Ro.. 149 
to fix the head of navigation of the Minnesota River...... 149 
Minor; Smith, petition of, praying for a pension 520 


Page. 


Mississippi, the Senators from— 


Blanche K. Bruce, attended V 2, 49 
Lucius Q. C. Lamar, attended e j 
Mississippi River, bill (S. No. 14) for the construction of a pon- 
ton-bri across the. 
introduced by Mr. Howe 9 58 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 58 
bill (S. No. 211) to appropriate money to improve the. 
introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin 246 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - 246 
bill (S. No. 279) relating to bridge across the, at Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
introduced by Mr. Dorse ae 363 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 2 363 


Mississippi River to the Atlantic Ocean, bill (S. No. 253) to 
provide for an inland water route and canal from the. 
introduced by Mr. Conover -cacai ---- ---- --see 2-22 een 341 
referred to the Committee on Transportation Routes to the 
Sede 1 
Missouri, the Senators from 


David H. Armstrong, attended 50 

Lewis V. Bogy, attended 2 

Francis Marion Cockrell, attended... 2,49 
Missonri, the State of— 


sey oe concerning— 
ill (S. No. 321) to establish a post-route in Missouri. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell ........-..--.-- ---- +--+ +--+ 521 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads... 521 
bill (8. No. 343) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Missonri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell. -....-. ..---. 2. sess s----0 m50 635 
referred to the Committee on Commearce.........------- 635 
lature of, resolutions and memorials of the— 
in favor of a national system of levees on the Mississippi 
River E 56 
in favor of the removal of the national capital 50 
for the relief of soldiers, and widows of soldiers, who fought 
in the Mexican, Black Hawk, and Florida wars 167 
for the repeal of the bankrupt law 361 
relating to the growth and sale of leaf-tobacco........--.. 361 
in favor of a southern transcontinental railway. 361 
in favor of the removal of the national capital. 
for the improvement of the Gasconade River 
for the improvement of the channel of the Mississippi River. 361 
Missouri River, bill (S. No. 348) for the construction of a bridge 


across the, 
introduced by Mr. CockrelllllwCQuc!ccQcdqdcqcQqggdqgqgdgkʒkakʒ sees 635 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 635 
MITCHELL, JOHN H., a Senator from Oregon— 
attended the special session owes 2 
appointed on committees at the special session.........-.... 39 
attended the regular session 49 
ay 3 on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 25, for the relief of Robert W. Dunbar, of Curry 
County; Oggau n suedesa 77 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 77 


8. No. 93, making further appropriation for the purpose of 
continuing the construction of canal and locks at the 
Cascades of the Columbia River, in Oregon 116 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 116 

8. No. 94, authorizing the construction of range-lights on 

Sand Island, at the month of the Columbia River... 116 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 116 

8. No. 95, authorizing the construction of a first-class light- 

house on Tillamook H 
referred to the Committee on Commerz II 
S. No. 96, for the relief of Junius T. Turner 116 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. II 
S. No. 97, authorizing the Secretary of War to grant per- 
mission to the proprietors of salmon-fisheries now 
` located on Three Tree Point military reservation, on 
Columbia River, in Washington Territory, to remain 
on said reservation . 2°... „44 116 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

8. No. 123, to enable bona fide settlers upon the public lands 
of the United States to locate upon und purchase a 
tractof timber land not exceeding forty acres to each 
od ee T N ee ee 150 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 150 

S. No. 124, authorizing the construction of a light-house at 

month of the Umpqua River, on the Pacific Ocean.. 150 


referred to the Committee on Commerce 150 
8. No. 125, to change the name of the steamer George W. 
Elder to Columbia „ 150 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 150 
S. No. 126, to change name of the steamer City of Chester 
c ie er eee ae 150 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - - 150 


Joun H.—Continued. 


bills introduced by— 


8. No. 150, for the relief of M. P. Jones 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
8. No. N e be a = the Court of Claims 
of the Uni tates, and for other purposes 
referred to the Committee on Patents ae F 
S. No. 207, explanatory of section 1889 of Revised Statutes 


of the United States, and to ratify and confirm cer- 
tain territorial legislationnns 246 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ......-.....-. 246 
8. ni. creating certain post-routes in the State of 
P TTT EE AS R ponds 246 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads... 246 
S. No. 238, to extend the time for the construction and com- 
pletion of the Northern Pacific Railroad; and, by a 
readjustment of the grants, to secure the construction 
of the Portland, Salt Lake and Sonth Pass Railroad. 305 
S. No. 239, prora ngor the removal of the Walla Walla, 
Cayuses, and Umatilla tribes and bands of Indians to 
a permanent reservation, and to open to settlement 
the Umatilla reservation in Oregon 305 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 305 
8. No. 278, for the relief of Charles W. Denton 363 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.. 363 
8. No. 290, for the relief of James D. Holman, of Oregon.. 387 
reported from the Committee on Claims ........-..----- 387 
considered and by the Senat 570, 805 
S. No. 306, amendatory of the act granting lands to aid in 
the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from 
Portland to Astoria and McMinnville, in the State of 
Oregon ..2.-..26 8 24 seme 415 
referred to the Committee on Railroads 415 
S. No. 307, creating an additional land district in the Terri- 
c S ITT AI S 415 
referred to the Committee on Public Lauds . 415 
8. No. 330, explanatory of section 1889 of Revised Statutes 
of the United States, and to ratify certain territorial 
legislation, and for other purposes 549 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 549 
S. No. 364, for the relief of Peasley & McClary, of Nashua, 
Now -Hampehire i. dey sects cies ccc cccesceeccc come 800 
reported from the Committee on Claims PRS «ee. 800 
motions made by, to— 
Senn „ ene asno avih 666, 678, 689, 696 
proceed to the consideration of executive business 691, 693 
withdraw the papers of— 
Ben. Holladay © os cces encccccucnse cececs sonne 8 
W. L. Adams e 58 
i ccnestasunnecsccenssuusecsnsanSden sees 168 
Ds Madison: c AA 
Charles W. Denton „ ... 363 
citizens of Idaho Territory 800 
resolutions offered by, at the special session— 
that the hour of the daily meeting of the Senate, until other- 
wise ordered, be twelve o'clock m. Agreed to 4 
that the Committee on Privileges and Elections be author- 
ized to designate a subcommittee of three of its mem- 
bers, who shall have authority to sit in vacation, for 
the purpose of taking testimony and making report to 
the full committee at the commencement of the next 
session in pursuance of the resolution uf the Senate, 
authorizing an investigation into certain charges 1 
ferred against La Fayette Grover, Senator from 
gon; and such subcommittee shall have all the power 
to send for persons and papers and administer oaths 
that the full committee now hass 43 
substitute offered by Mr, Saulsbury, discussed, amended, 
aud agreed to t „6 43-46 
amended modification by Mr. Davis, offered, and rejected. 45 
amendment to the substitute by Mr. Mitchell, discussed 
BU BETO COs. waa . E T 44-46 
amendment offered by Mr. Wallace, and rejected 45 
that the credentials of Henry M. ecb claiming to be a 
Senator from the State of isiana, be referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections 78 
offered as a substitute for Mr. Thurman’s resolution, dis- 
cussed, and laid overnrurr ceecccees 78-83 
reintroduced and agreed too 99-102 
that the Committee on Privileges and Elections in the con- 
tested cases of William Pitt Kellogg and Henry M. 
Spofford, claiming seats as Senators-elect from the 
State of Louisiana, and whose credentials have been 
referred to such committee, be authorized to send for 
persons and papers, and administer oaths, with a view 
of engb | Sala committee,to determine and report 
upon the title, respectively, or the merits of each of 
said contestants to a seat in the Senate. Agreed to.. 150 


MITCHELL, JOHN H.—Continued. 
resolutions offered by, at the 


regular session— 
that the 8 of the Interior be directed, if not incom- 
patible with the public service, to communicate to 
the Senate a statement of the number of miles of rail- 
road completed by the Northern Pacifice Railroad Com- 
pany under the acts and resolutions of Congress, 


making grants of land to such company, and when 
constructed, and whether in a continuous line; and 
also, what changes have been made by such company 
in the location of the line of their road, or any part 
thereof, and when made, and whether such changes 
have been recognized and ‘Shee or by the Commis- 
sioner of the Gebers Land Office or the Secretary of 
the Interior. Modified and agreed too 
that the names of B. Wadleigh an 2 H. Mitchell be 
transposed in the Committee on Privil and Elec- 
tions, so that the name ef Mr. Wadleigh may stand 
first on said committee and that of Mr Mitchell sec- 
ond; and Mr. Wadleigh is hereby appointed chairman 
of such committee. Consid an 
petitions presented by, from— 
Holman, J. D., praying compensation for improvements at 


remarks by, at the special session, on the 
petitions of citizens of the State of m concerning the 
admission of La Fayette Grover as Senator from the 
State of 
resolution authorizing the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections to designate a s a subcommittee to investigate 

charges p 

remarks by, = the a es session, on the 
resolution referring the credentials of Henry M. Spofford as 
Senator from Louisiana to the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections 
motion to discharge the Committee on Privile and Elee- 
tions from the further consideration of the creden- 
tials of J. B. Eustis as Senator from Louisiana 
resolution directing the Secretary of the Interior to com- 
municate to the Senate a statement in regard to the 
Northern Pacific Railroad 
resolution transposing the names of B. Wadleigh and Jobn 
ins Mitchella in the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 


bill al. K. “No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes. 4 

resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 


bill (8. No. 290) for the relief of James D. Holman... 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 


Mitchell, Warren, motion withdrawing the papers off. 
Mobile, bill (S. No. 114) to provide for the survey of a ship- 
hannel in the bay of. 
e 8 Morgan 
reterred to t 


—Uꝛwꝛ̃ ũ4rñ 2 n 


Monetary Commission, resolution for printing 10,000 copies of 
the report of the. 
referred to the Committee on Printing 
reported back, considered, and 3 8 
rell Mrs. G. P., petition of, praying for a pension 
More George, bill (S. No. 297) amendatory of an act to pro- 
vide compensation for services of. 
introduced by Mr. Christiane 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
MORGAN, JOHN T., a Senator from Alabama i 
. by Mr. Spencer to the administration of the oath 
e by Mr. Bayard, that the credentials of, be taken 
from the table, and that he be sWVworn 
amendment by Mr. Spencer, that the credentials be referred 


Committee on Commerce. i 
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246 


Fort Canby reservation 77 
Cheeseman, D. W., praying for relief 167 
Gibson, R. F., and others, praying aid to the Northern Pa- 

cific Railway Sales DIOL 799 

incidental remarks by, at the special session. 40 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 58. 78. 


201, 284, 392, 414, 678, 709, 712, 780, 799 


La Fayette Grover. . 42, 43, 44, 45 


„ 99, 100, 101, 102 


246 


305 


5 


571, 572, 573, 574, 575, 577, 579, 51, 662, 666, 682, 685, 686, 711 
570, 805 


ator from the State of Louisiana.. ..731.733, 747, 793, ie 


to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. Con- 
sidered and zejoctod 9838 S 24-31 
discussed and agreed too -.2 ene e eee e ee tees 24-31 
remarks on the aie ek and amendment, by— 
Mr. e J7·Ii tuseuecacets 31 


MorGan, Jon T.—Continued, 


attended the special session. 
appointed on committees at the special session - 3 
attended the PPC 49 
er on committees at the regular sessiorn 50, 201 
bills introduced by, at the lar 3 viz: 
8. No. 114, to provide for the survey of a ship-channel in the 
bay of Mobile, from the city of Mobile to the lower 
(/ dete ons (Ä eehceuen suucneess 149 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ............---. 149 
8. No. 115, to establish certain post-routes in. 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads .. 149 
S. No. 316, to remove the political disabilities of Charles 8. 
Scott, of Wilcox County 521 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary— 521 
8. No. 351, for the relief of the domestic and Indian mis- 
sions and Sunday-school board of the Southern Bap- 
Det content e —— 635 
referred to the Committee on Claims 635 
S. No. 365, for the relief of Francis Gilbean..........-.--. 800 
reported from the Committee on Claim 800 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Sie 444, 635 
Claude H. Masten Vw 2 444, 635 
petitions presented by, from— 
Alabama Industria ‘Association, praying for the improve- 
ment of the rivers of Alabama 135 
Lee, H. S., and others, praying for a post- route 149 
Alabama, citizens of, praying harbor improvements at 
Mobile <b cis Ch Usa ease ee cise Soke s 167 
Cunningham, R., and others, praying the improvement of 
obile Bay e 283 
Hansberger, J. S., and others, praying the improvement of 
Mobile Bay. e e wedsuces 302 
Alabama Industrial Convention, praying the improvement 
hne Lad aau ida Mebi nan 361 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
petition of the State industrial convention of Alabama for 
an appropriation for the improvement of the bay of 
„ A AEA E bie 1, 362 


resolution to discharge the Committee on e 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials 
of M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina. . 671, 672 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as 


Senator from the State of Louisiana 778, 779, 780 

MORRILL, JUSTIN S., a Senator from Vermont— 
attended the special S RRR EOE SEI E P ENTS 2 
appointed ou committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session . 49 
appointed on committees at the Pag session 8 50 


‚—y[——. ween ens - ꝑU RU 


303, 305 
-------- 342, 345 


iculture and the mechanic arts .................. 246 

referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 246 
8. No. 337, for the relief of Thomas H. Halsey, paymaster 

United States Army... 2.222. obsa ioe ssas eisioes wees 549 
referred to the Committee on Claim 


motions made by, at the special session, to— 

proceed to the consideration of executive business 

withdraw the papers of Warren F. Wood ............ 
resolutions offered by, at the regular session— 

that. the captain of the Capitol police be instructed to ex- 

clude from the Capitol grounds all wagons, drays, 

carts, omnibuses, and other heavily laden vehicles, 

except that the Chariot line of omnibuses may be 

allowed to pass from B street, north, to B street, 

south, , directly in front of the east side of the Capi- 

tol, and not elsewhere Seem 

considered and laid over 


41 


41, 42, 43 
that the eee on the several committees be filled. 


—— “« ͤ1—BñIœœw n ene enes meee twee ween enee 


that a * of three be appointed to investi 
finance reports, books, and accounts, of the 
ns nb particularly the reports of 1869 to 187: 373, 
inclusive, to ascertain whether or not any actual 
differences or discrepancies exist, and alse whether 
or not any alterations in amounts or have 


been made, and report the factsto the Senate. Offered 
as a substitute for Mr. Davis's resolution 445 
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Page. 
MORRILL, JUSTIN S.—Continued. 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Committee on Pensions be instructed to report by 
bill or otherwise, reducing and properly adjusting the 
salaries and fees of pension agents. 
amendment offered by Mr, In anes and agreed to. 109 
resolution, as amended, agreed to 109 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms of she Senate be directed to 
cause the proper officers under him, as soon as practi- 
cable, to carefully collate and namerically arrange 
duplicate sets of all bills and resolutions of the Sen- 
ate and House, now on file in the document-room, 
down to and including the Forty-first Congress, 
March 4, 1871; and the Public Printer is hereby 
authorized and directed to bind the same; and that 
ho canse the files of the executive and miscellaneous 
documents and reports of committees for the same 
period to be reduced to ten copies of each document 
and report, excepting always the annual reports of 
the heads of Departments and bureaus, reports of a 
scientific nature, and surveys; and to dispose of the 
surplus as waste paper, the proceeds of the sale of 
which shall be turned into the contingent fund of 
the Senate, 
referred to the Committee on Printing 117 
reported back, without amendment, by Mr. Anthony.... 207 
amended by Mr. Hoar, discussed and laid over 207 
reintroduced, amended, and adopte . 247 
petitions presented by, from— 
Milliman, J. C., and others, praying for an extension of the 
Cap itol VVV 167 
Hunt, Wiliam 1., and others, praying for an extension of 
the Capitol grounds S uaa rear g paseado 167 
Merrill, J. I., 9 ying compensation for a model 414 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 24, 39, 42, 44 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session -..-83, 98, 109 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 
Stor from Lonisisos a wacenvcencicace cass cessescs 
resolution instructing the captain of the Capitol police to 
exclude from the Capitol grounds certain vehicles.. .42, 43 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
bill (S. 0. 1) for the removal of the books and files in the 
lofts of the Capitol building -5-22 57 
resolution concerning the disposition of surplus documents. 117 
bill (S. No. 179) to authorize the taking of certain parcels of 
land for the pauls use on the west front of the Ca 
// 
Joint resolution (S. R. No. 6) fixing a site for the equestrian 
statue of General Greene 2. sess sone oe nee 371 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes 422, 
resolution appointing a committee to investigate the books 
and accounts of the Treasury Department 
445, 449, 450, 452, 454,699, 833, 694 
joint resolution (H. R. No, 48) in relation to the interna- 


tional industrial exposition. .............--.--.+.-- 764, 765 
bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers of the 
wreck of the United States steamer Huron 804 
Morrison, J. R. D., motion withdrawing the papers of.. 98 
Morrison, William, bill eA = 236) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Cockrell cence 305 
referred to the e n E ne 30⁵ 
Morrow, Eli, — others, petition of, praying aid to emigrate to f 
e E TT E ER E E Are 14 
MORTON, OLIVER P., a Senator from Indiana 
attended the special C an aeh ston eentesahhusaceowes 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 4,39 
motions made by, at the special session, to— 
QUIN OVERS basn e r 4 
roceed to the consideration of executive business 24, 41, 42 


resolution offered by, at the special session, that the tele- 
5 dispatches 1 to in the letter of William 
rton, president of the Western Union Telegraph 
AEE be deposited in the office of the 3 
of the Senate, to be by him delivered to Mr. Orton, 

upon his giving a receipt for the same. 


objection being ory the resolution is laid over........ 40 
reported and agreed o 41 
incidental remarks by, at 8 special session 23, 24, 40, 41 
remarks by, at the special pac eg on the— 

„q oA ² 4 

resolution for the admission of L. Q. C. Lamar as 2 or 
from Mississip ppi. . E E EN 5,6, 13, 14, 15 

resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as 
Senator from Louisiana.. 21, 22 

resolution for the admission of John T. Morgan as Senator 
from Alabama. 5 30, 31 


MORTON, OLIVER P.— Continued. 
remarks by, on tho— 
resolution for the admission of La Fayette Grover as Senator 
Bom ð ði — 33, 34, 35 
resolution authorizing the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections to designate a subcomunittee to investigate 
charges prefe against La Fayette Grover 44, 45 
resolution providing for the payment of the committee ap- 
pointed to attend the funeral of the late. Agreed to.. 284 
(Mr. Morton died at Indianapolis, Indiana, November 1, 1877. 1 
Moseley, Charles H., bill (S. No. 341) for the relief of, 


introduced by Mr. ” Dorsey diese heres ne e e 1 570 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 570 
Moss, William, petition of, praying extra compensation as a 
WSL CONELAOON os em S E S A OE FE 135 
Muskokee Creek Baptist Association, petition of, praying the 
perpetuity of certain treaty ...-.. ...-.. cnccenceenes 
Myers, H. A., bill (S. No. 260) for the relief of. 
Introdneed) by Bir nb — 341 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 341 
N. 
National Bank of Western Arkansas, bill (S. No. 250) for the 
relief of the. 
introduced by Mr. Garland eee 341 
referred to the Committee on Claim ¢ 
National Board of Trade, memorial of, in favor of the establish- 
ment of a department of commerce 340 
praying the improvement of the Detroit River 340 
praying the repeal of the law inhibiting American registers to 
foreign- built vesselnss e tsegina 549 
National Capital Insurance Company, bill (S. No. 226) to repeal 
the act incorporating the, 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls b r beoves 283 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 283 
Naval Affairs, the Committee on— 
appointment of members .. 8 N 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred too 7, 207 
305, 341, 363, 387 15, 444, 6887 


, 
petitions referred to anes he skaidas 40, 76 
Naval appropriations, bill (S. No. 268) authorizing a general 
account of advances for. 
introduced by Mr. Sargent OERE TER 363 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 363 
Naval Observatory in Washington City, resolution inquirin 
8 the A yi bei of removing the. Considered an 


FFC c E N T N E 415 
345 | Navigation, i ‘i (s; 8. No. N amending the law concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Burnside... . 2... eccess -22-ee2-seecee aces 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce N 341 
M bill (S. No. 304) to regulate expenditures in the. 
ntroduced by Mr. Sar gent «„ 415 
referred to the 88 on Naval Affairs 415 


1 of the, bill making an appropriation for 387,414 
more and yeas. [See Votes oft e Senate.) 
raska, the Senators from— 


7 8. Paddock, attended 2,49 
Alvin Saunders, attended S „ 2, 49 
Nebraska, the State of— 


legislation concerning— 
ìll (S. No. 11, to establish a branch mint of the United 
States at Omaha, in the State of Nebraska. 


introduced by Mr. Paddock Se 57 
referred to the Committee on Finance 57 
bill (S. No. 54) to establish post-routes in the State of Ne- 
braska. 
introduced by Mr. Paddock. 108 


referred to Committee on Post-Offices ‘and Post-Roads... 108 
bill (S. No. 98) to divide the State of Nebraska into two 
judicial districts. 


introduced by Mr. Paddock ....--.-.----++.---+4- 117 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...........-.-.. 117 
bill (S. No. 176) to establish a post-route in the State of 
Nebraska. 
introduced by Mr. Saunders 220+ seenes oe 202 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 202 
Nevada, the Seiators from 
John P. Jones, attended = RO 


William Sharon, attended 
New Era No. 5, bill (S. No. 293) to authorize the payment of 
prize-money to the captors of the steamboat, 
introduced by Mr. Oglesb y „ „„„b• 387 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 387 
New Hampshire, the Senators from 


Edward H. Rollins, attended 2, 49 

Bainbridge Wadliegh, attended. 2 — ** 2,49 
New Jersey, the Senators from— 

John Rhoderic McPherson, attended e 2, 49 


Theodore F. Randolph, attended - . e 4,49 
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New Jersey, Medical Society of, petition of, in favor of the 

MBPS GYRO coo. ß A E E A 

New Orleans Gas-Light Company, petition of, praying a refund 

of certainmoney. Adverse report on, by the Commit- 

r . tnccay 

motion withdrawing the papers of........... 2 
New York, the Senators from 

Roscoe Conkling, attended.. 


414 


Francis Kernan, attended 
citizens and business men of, memorial of, remonstrating 
against the repeal of the bankrupt law 149 
Board of Trade and Transportation of, memorial of, praying 
an investigation of the workings of savings institu- 
7 ß... S TTO S ONA 244 
Chamber of Commerce of, memorial of, against the repeal of 
the bankrupt law. 5 << csc sc cm 8.0 
commissioners of, petition of, 111 885 an appropriation for 
a monument to David Williams 76 
Newark, New Jersey, Board of Trade of, resolution of, in favor 
of the repeal of the bankrupt law 98 
Newcomb, James, petition of, praying fora pension - 167 
bill (S. No. 363) granting a pension to. 
reported by Mr. Bailey, from the Committee on Pensions... 766 
Nez Percé war, resolution furnishing information relative to 
the cause of the late. c 
Noble, Samuel, petition ôf, praying payment of a war claim... 579 
bill (S. No. 232) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Gordon °.. 2-4 25. kasod ĩ 283 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 233 
motion withdrawing the papers of........-.---.---. ---+--..- S41 
North Carolina, the Senators from 
Augustus Summerfield Merrimon, attende l 39, 49 
Matt W. Ransom, atten dell „„ 2. 49 
North Carolina, the State of— 
legislation concerning— 
ill (S. No. 175) to establish certain post-roads in North 
Carolina. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon.......... .. 202 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 202 
bill (S. No. 183) to establish a post-road in North Carolina. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimonn 207 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 207 
bill (S. No. 357) providing for beacon-lights on the line of 
inland navigation from the Chesapeake Bay to the 
sounds in North Carolina. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon.......... .. 766 
referred to the Committee on Claims 7 
bill (8. No. 358) to provide for the erection of light-houses 
in Albemarle Sound, North Carolina. 
introduced by Mr Merrimon.............--------------- 766 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 766 


North Polar expedition, concurrent resolution for printing 2,000 
additional copies of the narrative of the. 
submitted by Mr. Whyte ~ 
referred to the Committee on Printing avant E 
reported back, with an amendment, and agreed to by the Sen- 
Atte se ecne eevecscocese prec snes cece nccecsuscane 
Northern Pacific Railroad, bill (S. No. 238) to extend the time 
for the completion of the. 
introduced by Mr. MitchellllccccdJI .... 
Northern Pacitic Railroad Company, resolution inquiring into 
the completion of. 
modified and 
Norwood, Benjamin F., and others, petition of, praying for a 
AUN oc caw aE Aa CEDR EOSS teas ATSE A 


Oath of office, bill (S. No. 41) prescribing an. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon’.... sss . 
referred to the Committee on the Judieiar / 
Observatory, National, resolation by Mr. Thurman that the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs is hereby instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of removing the Observatory 
in Washington City to a more eligible site in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and to report what new buildings 
or structures would become necessary in case of such 
cys. and the probable cost thereof. Considered 
an to 
Officers and privates of the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry Volun- 
teers, motion withdrawing the papers offt. 
OGLESBY, RICHARD J., a Senator from Ilinois— 
attended the special session .... 2... 0... 52.2.2 eens cope ew enns 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 
attended the regular session. 
appointed on committees at the regular session 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 85, for the relief of the executors of the estate of 
John S. Miller, deceased... . 
referred to the Committee on Finance ......-...-..----- 


415 


‚G—— ꝶñũ [— tween conn ee eee eens teense enso 


116 
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OGLESBY, RICHARD J.—Continued. 


bills introduced by— 

S. No. 145, for the relief of Edwin A. Clifford ............. 168 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 168 
reported dd ðᷣ AS e 521 
considered and passed by the Senate 571 

S. No. 245, for the relief of J. D. Graham. 305 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 305 

S. No. 246, to correct commencement of renewal of pension 

of Anna Brasel, widow of David Brasel............- 305 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 305 
S. No. 293, to authorize the payment of prize-money to the 
captors of the steamboat New Era No. 5, and cargo.. 387 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs - 387 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of Edward A. Clif- 
11111. ERREN I AT S DASS ASAR ae 168 
petitions presented by, from— 

Smith, Philip, and others, praying for an increase of com- 

pensation to letter- carrier. 56 
Harrison, John, praying compensation for services as scent. 76 
Bohle, Henry, and others, praying for an increase of com- 

pensation to letter-carriers........ 2... 2... 10000120 115 
Jones, Jane Graham, praying for the removal of her polit- 

e AEEA PERETE A T 
Felthousen, Jacob D., praying for a patent 283 
Beard, Hikox & Co., and others, praying for the repeal of the 

A a a AAS SILA ISTIS TTEN 361 
Chicago, Illinois, Board of Trade of, praying for the im- 

provement of the Detroit River 634 

incidental remark by, at the special session 41 


incidental remarks by, at the regular session. . 571, 665, 754, 778, 780 
Ohio, the Senators from 


Stanley Matthews, attended .. 0206 J. cee scenes anenee secece ce 50 
John Sherman, attended. 2 
Allen G. Thurman, attendeeckckckck. „ 2,49 
Oklahoma, bill (S. No. 153) to organize the judicial district of. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls. .... .... .--- 00-00 ------------0 168 


referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
bill (S. No. 219) to establish the judicial district of. 


introduced by Mr. Garland... 2... 0... 2 2c 2 co. ccc cece ne 283 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs — Ae: 283 
Olcott, Thomas W., and others, petition of, praying the repeal 
EA A S AT a AEN E S S T T 
Omaha, Nebraska, bill (S. No. 11) to establish a branch mint at. 
introduced by Mr. Paddock ...-.. 02222. 1.22.22 22. cinse oeta 
referred to the Committee on Finance 5 57 
Oregon, the Senators from— 
La Fayette Grover, attended... . 2s. osec conn cece cece cece 39, 49 
John H. Mitchell, attendeeee «3 2, 49 
Oregon, the State of 
legislation concerning 
bill (S. No. 93) making further appropriation for the con- 
struction of canal and locks at the Cascades of the 
Columbia River, in. 
introduced by Mr. MitchellllWW!cccc«k«æł ndn.2s 116 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 116 
bill (S. No. 94) authorizing the construction of range-lights 
on Sand Island, at the mouth of the Columbia River, 
in. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchelůlld]ddJlJ 116 
referred to the Committee on Commerc 116 
bill (S. No. 95) authorizing the construction of a first-class 
light-house on Tillamook Head. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchel. „ 116 
referred to the Committee on Commerce........--...-.- 116 
bill (S. No. 124) authorizing the construction of a light- 
house at the month of the Umpqua River, on the Fa- 
cific Ocean, coast of. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell -... 52-22. ..c. ccc csc cccecs 150 
referred to the Committee on Commerce Sy ak AD 
bill (S. No. 208) creating certain post-routes in, 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell. 246 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads .... 246 
bill (S. No. 239) providing for the removal of the Walla 
Walla, Cayuse, and Umatilla tribes and bands of 
Indians to a permanent reservation, and to open to 
settlement the Umatilla reservation in Oregon. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchel „ 305 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 305 
bill (8. No. 306) amendatory of the act granting lands to aid 
in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
from Portland to Astoria and MeMinnville, in. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell 22 416 
referred to the Committee on Railroads eta — 415 
Oregon bay mie vote, resolution concerning the telegrams re- 
ating to. 
objection made and resolution laid over 5 8 
reported and agre 
Orton, John J., petition of, relating to the currency 


40 
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Page. 


orton, William, president of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, communication from, asking that certain 


m es be returned to him .......--.-..-.-------- 40 

order, by Mr. Morton, that the dispatches referred to in the 

; communication from Mr. Orton be delivered to him. 

objected to and went over .....-.- 5777.1... AARS ORRERA 40 
discussed and rs J)))))))))SFFCCCCC enh edae heme See 41 

Oswego, New York, letter-carriers of, petition of, praying for an 
increase of compensation ows oy ees 76 

Owen, Thomas M., and others, petition of, praying for a post- 
route 8 7... ae 340 

P. 
Pacific Railroad, bill (S. No, 15) to alter and amend the act con- 
cerning the. 

introduced by Mr. Thurmann 58 
referred to the Committee on the Judicia r 58 


Pacific Railroad repor made under and in pursnance of the 


twentieth section of the act of Congress, resolution 
‘to furnish copies of. 
CCC (CCCCCCTTTCTTVTTTbTGTGTCT(TTTVTVT( 150 
Wochen and apreed tes donne snena cvecccou 247 
PADDOCK, ALGERNON S., a Senator from Nebraska 
attended the special session. / 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session 409 
oe on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 11, to establish a branch mint of the United States 
at Omaha, in the State of Nebraska 57 
referred to the Committee on Finance 57 
S. No. 51, for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at Bea- 
GING, eee vo esccsaccelivaccdeansscnes 108 
referred to the Committee on Finance ..-.....-...------- 108 
reference changed to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
CCC ( [([ . 135 
reported back and re- referred to Committee on Finance. 207 
S. No. 52, for the relief of C. H. Frederick, late a lieuten- 
ant-colonel in the Ninth Missouri Infantry 108 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 108 
S. No. 53, for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at Bea- 
GRID) NOAE Reo ee Neds ETP ASE 108 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 108 
ROPOLLOUUNOK oad / cecsieucbehskaes 245 
considered and u by the Senats 805 
S. No. 54, to establish post-routes in the State of Nebraska. 108 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads... 108 
8. No. 98, to divide the State of Nebraska into two judicial 
Cistriclh.ccacnatcereiectdntnatsdsstessesckehas shen 117 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ............ 117 
8. No. 138, for the relief of settlers on the public lands 
under the pre-emption laws — 168 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 168 
reported back with an amendment 362 
8. No. 139, supplemental to an act entitled “ An act for the 
apportionment of Representatives to Congress among 
the several States according to the ninth census.”.... 168 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections .. 168 
S. No. 140, to punish parties for stealing property belonging 
to Indians who are in charge of an Indian agent, &. 168 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 168 
reported back and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
e T E T T A A T E 336 
8. No. 168, for the relief of Ana M. Rolas y Robaldo, widow 
of Francisco Robaldo, deceased -... -n.020 -5250 201 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 201 
S. No. 169, for the relief of Dr. John B. Read...........-. 201 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 201 
S. No. 212, granting a pension to Charles H. Frederick .... 246 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 246 
S. Nò. 213, to survey the Austin-Topolovampo Pacific route 246 
referred to the Committee on Railroads 246 
8. No. 284, to authorize the appointment of a commission to 
visit Euro countries, and report on forestry and 
TOG PISDUNM cons ons acscmosSnns sacs T ET n 363 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture 363 
motion made by, at the special session, to proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business 2 30 
motions made by, at the regular session, to— 
sdjourn 5 eee . 
aeaa A A AA T A 
withdraw the papers of C. H. Frederic 


resolution offered by, that the President be, and he is hereby, 
requested to inform the Senate what legal impedi- 
ments, ifany, exist which prevent him from executing 
the laws under which the construction of the Union 
Pacific Railroad and its branch companies was author- 
ized, with the stipulations then upon. Offered 
as a substitute for Mr. Chaffee's resolution and laid 
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Pago. 
PADDOCK, ALGERNON S.—Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Berggnist, Philip A., and others, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers........-.......--.-- 
Warder, John A., and others, praying for the appointment 
of a commission on forest 
incidental remark by, at the special session 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 244, 
571, 636, 654, 759, 766, 767, 805 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 


— —ꝓ— ͤ ) 9'4k — 


and for other purposes -2....---------- 420 

bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 

UMltHd BUMOR Sco ss sa cana cee dapepecsnerscrsvenee 553 

resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 

Elections from the consideration of the credentials 

of M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 675 
Page, Henry, petition of, praying to be refunded certain mon- 

BYE wostses ericapeSeensdna<sexcarsb eee cause trainers 76 
Pages of the Senate, resolution directing the payment of the, 

EIA ON FUG SAU sons conte cdsene cass st E T 41 
Paris, industrial exposition at, joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in 

relation to. 

received from the House N 569 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations............- 570, 571 
reported from the Committee on Appropriations with amend- ; 

e RATA EAAS EET 

considered and amended by the Senate 764-765 
received by the House, with amendments 
Parker, Eliza, petition of, praying for the removal of her polit- 

JOR) CIMEDINTION coos na ndauinems sdrecchnesagct cnet caer 245 
Parkinson, James A., petition of, praying arrears of pension.. 361 
Parsons, S. M., petition of, relating to the judgments of United 

FF / daccetasaved chucanes 149 
Passenger steamers, bill (S. No. 249) amending the law con- 

cerning. 

introduced by Mr. Burnside...... 2... .-20.0cecnes encece cone 341 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 341 
Pate, B. S., petition of, praying for a pension 245 
Pate, 8 as and Silas G. Howe, bill (S. No. 92) for the re- 

ief of. 

introduced by Mr. Merrimon +--+ +---- 116 

referred to the Committee on the Judieciar 116 
Patent-Office models, resolution providing for the preservation of. 

Considered and a PTC Sees basses 168 

Patents, bill (S. No. 300) to amend the statutes in relation to. 
introduced by Mr. Wadleigh.....-.-...--..-----+---------- 387 
referred to the Committee on Patents 387 

Patents, the Committee on— 
appointment of members of 39, 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to . 116, 

168, 208, 283, 387, 444, 549, 635 
petitions referred to- 233, 414, 634 

Patrick, Boyle, and others, petition of, praying for increased 

compensation to letter-carriers....-....--...-..---- 115 
PATTERSON, JOHN J., a Senator from South Carolina— 

attended the special session 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session 49 
spate on committees at the regular session 50 
bill introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 8. No. 305, for 

the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 

iner . Nosh acne 415 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 415 
motion made by, to adjourn...-....---. 3 749 
resolution offered by, at the special session, that the creden- 

tials of David T. Corbin and M. C. Butler, each claim- 

ing a seat as Senator from the State of South Carolina, 

lie upon the table until the committee are appointed, 

and theircredentials shall then be referred to the Com- 

mittee on Privileges and Elections. Agreed to 23, 24 

incidental remarks by, at the special session 2, 24, 30, 38 

incidental remarks by, at the regular session 764 

remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 

resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials 

of M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 641 

642, 643, 644, 645, 646, 671 
admission of M. C. Butler as Senator from the State of South 

Carolina 756, 757, 758, 759, 774, 775, 776, 777, 778 


Patterson, General Robert, and others, petition of, praying that 
Congress make a liberal appropriation for the Paris 
n 

Patton, Rev. Dr. William, praxer offered by 

Pay of the Army, remarks of Mr. Beck on 

Payment of certain clerks, bill (S. No. 317) providing for the. 

introduced by Mr. Sargent.......--..---- 5 nee enste 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations 

Payne, George E., motion withdrawing the papers of 


motion withdrawin 
Peasely & McClary, bill (S. No. 364) for the rel 
reported by Mr. Mitchell, from the Committee on Claims a 


Payne, James, & Co. the papers . 


f of. 


motion withdrawing the papers Of .........---.+-. . -; 
Pelton, James L., and others, petition of, praying for the repeal 
of the resumption c shee Ar ee 520 
Pennsylvania, the Senators from— 
James Donald Cameron, attended ....-...-.-..-----.----- 50 
Simon Cameron, AGMA: « ik Gls Nast Cl Asser Ace 2 
William A. Wallace, F ² AAA emer woresecetecs 2,49 


citizens of, praying an appropriation for rifle practice....... 766 
Pensacola, harbor of, resolution to ascertain the cost of the 
removal of the wrecks in the. Considered and 
BPO 60s fos y S esc eed ease 
Pensacola and Louisville Railroad Company bill, (S. No. 259) 
concerning the right of way of. 


introduced by Mr. Jones, of Floridaaaazůmw 341 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 341 
reported back with amendments..-.-.. ..........----+----.-- 549 
Pension, bill (S. No. 4) granting arrears of. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls z 5 57 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 57 
bill (S. No. 181) concerning examination of claimants for. 
INSTOCUGON NT MAT. M A 202 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 202 
Pension nts, resolution concerning the salaries and fees of. 
amendment offered by Mr. Ingalls, and agreed to 
resolution as amended Was agreed to.....-.. . 109 
resolution concerning the salaries and fees of, ‘offered as a 
substitute for Mr. Morrill’s resolution and a to.. 109 
Pensions, bill (S. No. 64) repealing the prohibition against pay- 
ing, to persons engaged in the rebellion. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon 22... ienee eens pees coos 108 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary.........-...-... 108 
Pensions to soldiers and sailors of 1812, bill (S. No. 17) amending 
the laws grantin 
introduced by Mr. Withers r 77 
referred to the Committee on Pensions ON J 
bill (S. No. 198) amending the laws granting. 
introduced by Mr. Kernan... . .-.- 25. secs cose coccse a 246 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 246 
Pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war with Mexico, 
bill (S. No. 42) granting. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimonnn . 98 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 98 
bill (S. No. 363) nting. 
introduced by Sir. VEED TD E A E 800 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 800 
Pensions, the Committee on— 
ap pointmént:- of members ot... „„ Bg 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to.... .............58,77, 98, 
116, 117, 149, 150, 167, 168, 246, 283, 305, 363, 444, 521, 707, "300 
bills and resolutions reported 77 E N USS 443, 635, 766 
petitions referred to 4 76, 77, 115, 


800 


135, 167, 244, 245, 283, 340, 361, 414, 443, 520, 521, 569, 634, 
Petitions, reception of, at a special session of the Senato, discus- 


ae ͤ eT ET ATT E 
Petroleum, bill (S. No. 249) amending the law concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Burnside e 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerco 341 
Philadelphia, College of Physicians of, petition of, relating to 
o T 800 
national banks of, and others, memorial of, inst the coin- 
age of silver currency to an unlimited amount 766 
Pier dues, bill (S. No. 193) to amend the Revised Statutes con- 
cerning. 
introduced by fir. Wien 8 246 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 246 
Pierce, Prudence and Vanness, petition of, praying the pay- 
ment of a claim for cotton e „ 302 
bill (S. No. 243) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Sargent 305 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 305 
Pillsbury, J. S., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter- Carrier 115 
Pilotage, bill (S. No, 249) amending the law concerniug. 
introduced by Mr. Burnside .... .-... ....-...22-.-2--2- ee ee 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ..........-.....--.. 341 
Pinto, A. M., and others, petition of, praying compensation for 
RODVINON PARIETI IOTI I e vale tvenced 167 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chamber of Commerce of, praying 
the amendment or repeal of the baukrupt law. 634, 766 
PLUMB, PRESTON B., a Senator from Kansas— 
attended the special c A EIT T ERNE 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session e222-0 


appointed on committees at the regular sessioen 


bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 

8. No. 25, to donate a portion of the military reservation of 
Fort Harker to the State of Kansas for the establish- 
ment of an educational institution, and to open the 
remainder to settlement 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

S. No. 27, for the relief of Amos B. Ferguson 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

S. No. 28, authorizing the appointment of stenographers by 
the judge-advocates of the several military depart- 
wenns 8 

referred to the Committee on the J adicia E H oe 
reference changed to the Committee on Military Affairs.. 

S. No. 56, to repeal certain sections of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the acquirement of titles to homesteads on 
the public domain by the cultivation of timber 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

S. No. 57, to 2 for the sale, to actual settlers, of a por- 
tion of the Fort Riley military reservation, in the 
Btate of Kaunas. TTT 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

S. No. 109, defining the manner in which certain land scrip 
may be assigned and located or applied by actual set- 
tlers, and providing for the issue of patents in the 
name of the locator or his legal representative ` 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

S. No. 112, to make an additional article of war 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

8. No. —.— „establishing certain post-roads in the State of 

referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. . 

S. No. 159, to donate a portion of the military reservation 
of Fort Larned to the State of Kansas for the estab- 
lishment of an educational institution, and to open 
the remainder to settlemenꝶt .. 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs n 

S. No. 194, for the relief of Harry Fones nae 

referred to the Committee on Military 

8. No. 195, to declare certain lands subject to taxation 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

S. No. 196, to further define the rights of ms with re- 
spect to homestead entries on the public domain.... 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands.............. 

S. No. 197, to provide for the payment of clerical and other 
incidental expenses of the United States land offices. 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

S. No. 260, for the relief of H. A. Myers 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
motions 3 by, to withdraw the papers of Amos B. Fer- 
Poisal, Rey. vs John, D. D., joint resolution (H. R. No. 38) author- 
izing the pay yment of, for services as Chaplain of the 

House, without taking the oath prescribed by law. 
considered and passed by the House asese 
referred to the Senate Gamisiites on Appropriations......... 
reported back, Beast et and passed by the Senate 
examined and si 
approved by the 
Porter, Governor James D., and others, petition of, praying an 
appropriation for further Arctic explorations........ 
petition 55 Praying an increase of compensation to letter-car- 


awww — 
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Porter, William, bill (S. No. 49) for the relief of. 

introduced by e paces cucu sudbateese 

referred to the Committee on Claims c 
Portland to Astoria and MeMinnville, Oregon, bill (S. No. 306) 
y aid in construction of a railroad and telegraph line 

rom. 

introduced by Mr. Mitchell „ zane 
referred to the Committee on Railroads 
are oo mail routes, papers relating to the establishment of, in— 
abamn aaa ccne veces Case cece wace capese 


Indian Territory <.6css2 Cocos Suwsacsesce 4 
e , EN L SA Ls 4 5 
North Caron aa 
VT OES aAA AAE DAES ESEA 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, the Committee on— 
BY aye of members ff ae 
ilis, letters, and resolutions referred to 78, 116, 
117, 149, 168, 207, 246, 284, 305, 341, 363, 521, 570 
bills and resolutions reported by. 22222 283, 521, 571 
discharged from the consideration ß... pd 
548, 569 


petitions referred to „ 56, 57, 0 84 86 
98, 115, 116, 13%, 149, 167, 207, 244, 302, 340, 386, 520 
Post-road, bill (S. No. 172) to establish a. 
introduced by Mr: ALA IST E O E T 


referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 202 


42 


Post-routes, bill (S. No. 50) to establish certain. 


introduced by Mr. Dorse p: 108 
referred to the Committe on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. A 108 
Postage stamps and stamped envelopes, bill (S. No. 34) to prevent 
abuses in the sale of. 
introdnced by Hr. Edmunds „„ „4 78 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads 78 
Pottawatomie Indians, bill (S. No. 38) to carry into effect the 
tenth article of the treaty with the. 
introduced. by Mr. Ingalls .... 2... 2... „ 98 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 98 
bill (S. No, 39) to make certain payments to the. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls...... 2 98 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 98 


Potts, Assistant Engineer Howard D., bill (S. No. 292) for the 


relief of. 
introdnced by Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania 387 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 387 
Poultney, Thomas, bill (S. No. 325) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. White „„ 521 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 521 
Powell, W. H., bill (S. No. 81) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalllissss 33 116 
referred to the Committee on Claimsz—ꝛʒꝛ -+0 116 
documentary evidence for the relief of..........---.-.--.--. 245 
President, bill (S. No. 62) relating to vacancies in the office of. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon -202001000 108 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 108 
reported back, and referred to the select committee on the 
subject of the election of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States. 202 
President 2 oe naer : 
en m the, at the special session 
from the, at the regular session 341, 387, 650 
President, resolution epee a cea to wait upon the. 
Considered and agreed to 
President and Vice-President, bill 68. No. 62) to amend the Re- 
vised Statutes relating to vacancies in the offices of. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon . 108 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 108 
reported back and referred to the select committee on the 
subject of the election of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States. 
resolution cencerning the appointment of a select committee 
for declaring the election of. 8 201 
President of the Senate, pro tempore, election of T. W. Ferry as.. 1 


and 


Prisoners in Texas, resolution concerning the unlawfu 
forcible rescue of. 
ordered to be printed and laid over. 
reintroduced and agreed to 
Private land claims in certain States, bill (S. No. 45) to extend 
the provisions of the act for the final adjustment of. 


introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida. 98 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 98 
Private aoe 5 in certain States and Territories, bill (S. No. 
mi prone for ascertaining and settling. 
introduced ea by c TAT OT cabo cnsnds 570 
referred to the Committee — Private Land Claims 570 
Private Land Claims, the Committee on 
appointment of members of +0 39, 50 
letters, and resolutions referred to 98, 305, 443, 570 
Privil and Elections, the Committee on— 
appointment of members off 39, 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 168 
bills and resolutions reported b 635, 797 
petitions referred to- sesno. sase coe ermene woe eee 42, 245 
Prize-money, bill (S. No. 59) authorizing the payment of, to ofi- 
cers of the Farragut fleet. 
qntroduced: by Mr Beton sos x 108 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations................ 108 
Proclamations by the President of the United States— 
convening the Senate in special session. 1 
two Houses een. xx EASIT ests 49 
Promotions in the Navy, resolution providing for. Agreedto.. 345 
Promotions in the Navy, remarks of Mr. Sargent on. . 419 
Protestant Episcopal heological Seminary and High School in 
3 bill (S. No. 209) for the relief of the trustees 
0 
introduced by Mr. Withers 246 
referred to the Committee on Claim 246 
Providence, Rhode Island, bill (S. No. 220) to anthorize the pur- 
chase of alot of land for the use of the Government in. 
introduced by Mr. Anthony ggg 233 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 283 
5 back with an amendment and passed 521 
Public Buildings and Grounds, the Select Committee on— 
1 // a E 39, 50 
8, letters, and resolutions referred to ...........--. 283, 371, 570 


petitions referred too 56, 57, 98, 135, 167, 340, 361, 414, 548 
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Public lands, bill (S. No. 204) to apply the proceeds of sales of, 
to the education of the people. 
Introduped Dy T erea aea alaaa aia 246 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 246 
Public Lands, the Committee on— 
appointment of members of. 39, 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 77, 135, 150, 168, 246, 
341, 387, 415, 444, 635, 510 
bills and resolutions reported bj 
petitions refe . eimeus 76, 149, 207, 301 
Public Printing, the Select Committee on 
appointment of members o. 39, 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 40, 117, 150, 245 
bills and resolutions reported by 41, 46, 247, 414, 549 


Punishment of offenses, bill (S. No. 146) concerning the. 
introduced by Mr. Dorse 


—[ͤ t: 33356 ne ween 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................-. 
Purvis, Henry W., testimony of 
Pusey, A. C., petition of, praying the extension of a patent. 634 
Pyle, Mary Jane, memorial of, praying fora pension. Adverse 
report on, by the Committee on Pensions 443 
R. 
Railroad grants, bill (S. No. 147) declaring forfeitures of, in cer- 
tain cases. 
introduced by Mr. Booth. „„.; 2; 168 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ................. 168 
Railroads, the Committee on— i 
appointment of members oꝶzJ .. 39, 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 246, 415 
petitions referred to „6 167, 361, 800 
Ralston, J. H., and others, petition of, relating to wages at the 
Government Printing e SEFE EOE 201 
RANDOLPH, THEODORE F., a — — from New Jersey 
attended the special PPC 4 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular sessiobounnnnn . 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session 50 
petitions presented by, from— 
Newark, New Jersey, Board of Trade of, in favor of the 
repeal of the bankrupt law........ .....----.....--- 
New Jersey, Medical Society of, in favor of the metric a 
e . TE E 4 
incidenta remarks by, at the regular session . . 581, 650 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 48) in relation to ihe international industrial 
r T seacene ones 765 
Ransom, Marr W., a Senator from North Carolina— 
attended the special 1100000 ĩ ²˙ E TE anew O TT 1 
appointed on committees at the special session. 4,39 
attended the regular sessiutn nnn. 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session 50 
motion made by, to adjourn over 221 
remarks by, at ‘the regular session, on the resolution to dis- 
charge the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
from the consideration of the credentials of M. C. 
Butler as Senator from South Carolina .... .666, 667, 668 
Ranson, James T., and others, petition of, a rayin Congress to 
regulate the term of retiring Army oflicers......... 244 
Read, Rev. H. W., prayer offered vg. — 764 
Read, John B. wilt (S. No. 169) for the relief of. 
introduced by dee dbs ctr coscboshs osaincas 201 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 201 
Here adoura on oe retired list, bill (S. No. 354) to equalize 
the pay o 
introduced 85 Mr. E aa A O A E N E O tenses 635 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affair. 635 
Rebellion, bill (S. No. 64) repealing the prohibision against pay- 
ing pensions to persons engaged in t 
introduced by Mr. Merrimonnnn . 108 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....-....--...... 108 
Redd, Thomas M., motion withdrawing the papers of 58 
Reed, I. A., and others, petition of, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers eke pupa wa eeeee EE 108 
Reed, Richard B., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers...--....---.----.- 98 
Reeves, Benjamin E., and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation to letter- carriers 115 
Reeves, Rollin J., petition of, praying compensation for Indian 
depredations 3232S lÄ., east bees 800 
bill (S. No. 366) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer ....-.----. --..+-+-+-++ 20+ 800 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs "B00 
References to committees not reported on at close of asession. 79 
Registry to foreign-built vessels, bill (S. No. 274) to allow Amer- 
ican. 
introduced by Mr. Eaton „5 NIS 
referred to the Committee on Commerce „3 


SENATE PROCEEDINGS. 


POPPA ON TOR 5 <oo . + 
Repeal of the bankrupt law, remarks of Mr. McCreery on bill 
(S. No. 35) 3 W per S sedans 
Representatives to Congress, bill (S. No. 139) concerning the ap- 
rtionment of. 
introduced by Mr. Paddock... „ 168 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 168 
Resamption of specie payments, bill 85 No. 70) to repeal sec- 
tion 3 of the act to provide for the. 
introduced. by Mr. Bock... „„ „„ „445% 116 
referred to the Committee on Finance 116 
bill (S. No. 71) to repeal an act to provide for the. 
introduced by Mr. Hereforddd q 116 
referred to the Committee on Finance 116 
bill (S. No. 228) supplementary to an act providing for the. 
introdnced by Mr. Matthew 283 
referred to the Committee on Finance 283 
bill (H. R. No. 805) repealing certain portions of the. 
passed by the House 633 
referred to the Committee on Finance 635 
Retirement of Army officers, bill (S. No. 142) amending the act 
concerning the. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer ! 168 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 168 
Revised Statutes, the, revisions, amendments, and correctious 
of— 
section 146, amending, relating to vacacies in the office of 
President and Vice-President 108, 202 
764, amending, so as to enlarge the right of appeal 
in Aadeds Corpas eq, e ceca secy conn 341 
649, amending, in relation to issues of fact in civil 
6 ² A ET ATST 570 
714, amending, in relation to retirement of judges... 570 
1000, addition, concerning p ings to enforce the 
. collection of debts venous 135 
1244, amending, concerning placing of Army officers 
onthe retired list... <2 so e sueses 168 
1661, amending, concerning the arming and equip- 
ment of Miia, oe es ns ccisepewewsce ces seus 135 
P 1889, amending, concerning the creation of town or 
City: corporations „4%! 246, 549 
2306, 2317, 2464-2468, amending, concerning home- 
pend BNGreG i. 2 seek acosteiduee N 108, 168, 207 
2931, amending, concerning repayment of tonnage- 5 
CAE „„ 
4220, amending, concerning wharfage charges 246 
493, amending, concerning navigation and steam 
„ ue pene A ea teenoe eae aes 
4716, amending, concerning the payment of certain 
PONG 6. can ssc sae R T T N ccctshnsh hanes 108 
1, amending, concerning offenses within the juris- 
diction of the United States. 168 
Revision of the Laws of the United States, the Committee on— 
pointment of members of.. „50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to- AA N 168 
Revolutionary Claims, the Committee on— 
appointment Wise 39, 50 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 341, 415, 800 
Reynolds, Rear Admiral William, joint resolution (S. R. No. 5) 
authorizing, to accept certain presents tendered him 
by Kings of Siam. 
introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania 371 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 371 
reported back and passed by the Senat 804 
Rhoades, Mrs. M „ petition of, praying for a pension 77 
Rhode Island, the Senators from— 
Henry B. Anthony, attended)I—U s... e502 s0.. 555059500 2,49 
Ambrose E. Burnside, attended.... l 2,49 
Rhode Island, the State of— 
legislation concerning— 
ill (S. No. 220) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to purchase a lot of land for the use of the Govern- 
ment in Providence, Rhode Island. 
introduced by Mr. Anthonn ggg «„ 283 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 283 
reported back with an amendment and passed 521 
Rice, Benjamin F., bill (S. No. 332) authorizing the extension of 
letters-patent to the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Booth. se. 549 
referred to the Committee on Patents 549 
Richard, James W., and J. S. Brown & Brother, bill (S. No. 88) 
for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Teller 110 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 160 


Richmond Fongs Institute, bill (S. No. 61) for the relief of 
the. 


introduced by Mr. Withers. 
referred to the Committee on Claims 


Rio Grande frontier, resolution inquiring into the expediency 
and 2 of a system of defensive works on the. 
7 


ordered to be prin and laid on the table 341 
reintroduced, discussed, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs... 22... ccs -20900 cn teense cvcccee 338, 398 
Robertson, James O., bill (S. No. 322) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Merrimonn -.-0<+------0 see - 621 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 521 
Robinson, Francis, motion withdrawing the papers oft 202 
Robinson, James A., and others, petition of, praying an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers--.-.-....-....--.. 97 
Rochester, New York, letter-carriers of, petition of, praying for 
an increase of compensation 97 
Rogers, Edwin, bill (S. No. 83) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dawes... 4 4 116 
referred to the Committee on Post-Olfices and Post-Roads.... 116 
reported back without amendment 223 
Rolas y Robaldo, Ana M., bill (S. No. 168) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Padidlock.. 2.20... 22. dippe tone cane cenecs 201 
referred to the Committee on Military Affuirs..-.....--..-.. 201 
RoOLLIxSs, Epwarp H., a Senator from New Hamps 
attended the special session 5 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session 3 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session.........-.-. 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 205, granting an increase of pension to W, Winans.. 246 
referred to the Committee on Pen ions 246 
8. No. 349, to authorize the Commissioners of the District o 
Columbia to refund a certain tax erroneously col- 
IBN roo Se eae a aera EEA L E A E TTT A 635 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.. 635 
petitions presented by, from Charleston, South Carolina, Saint 
icbael’s church of, praying to be refunded certain 
duties paid on bells „6 386 
Rollyson, W. D., petition of, praying for relief.............--. 340 
bill (S. No. 252) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hereford...-....--.. ..--2.-----+-+---- 341 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 341 
Rouleau, Joseph, bill (S. No. 158) granting a pension to, 
introduced by Mr. Me Millan 1368 
referred to the Committee on Pensions . 168 
Ruggles, Frederick W., bill (S. No. 170) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Windom - 201 
referred to the Committee on Claims 5 201 


Rules, the Committee on 
. of members of 
bi 


letters, and resolutions referred to- . 
Russell, John H., bill (S. No. 310) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Christianey . «s+ —— 443 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims eevee 443 
Rutherford, William H., testimony of e 692 
8. 
Saint Lonis, Missouri, Association of Mexican Veterans of, me- 
morial of, praying for pensions to survivors of the 
Mexican War CVVT 443 
Merchants’ Exchange of, resolution of, in favor of the repeal 
of the bankrupt law C 207 
Salem, Massachusetts, Sixth National Bank of, remonstrance of, 
against the parage of the silver bill 443 
Samuel G. Reed, bill (S. No. 315) authorizing the change of the 
name of the ship. 
reported by Mr, Conkling, from the Committee on Commerce, 
and passed by the Senate 444 
Samuel G. Reed, bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the changing 
of the name of the ship. 
passed Dy- tho House. e 455-457 
considered and passed by the Senate 3 Deo 
ene cocestucecsecce:< 549, 560 
Sand W a (S. No. 95) authorizing construction of range- 
ts on. 
introdu (C/ paaa sera AREF aces 116 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 116 
Sanford, D. G. and D. A., bill (S. No. 202) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Howe <<... <2 <- 2.0.0 ce nc coccnvececce cons 246 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 246 
Sanger, F. M., and others, petition of, praying for a post-route.. 548 
SARGENT, AARON A., a Senator from California 
attended the special session à 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session. 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session. 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz : 
8. No. 2, releasing C. C. Webb, Ira P. Rankin, and the other 
sureties on the official bond of F. Soulé, late collector 
of internal revenue for first district of California 57 
referred to the Committee on Finance - 67 
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Page. 


BARGENT, AARON A.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
8. No. 3, relating to the eqnitable and legal rights of par- 


ties in ssion of certain lands and improvements 

thereon in California, and to provide jurisdiction to 
determine those rights 57 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary gg 57 
reference changed to Committee on Private Land Claims.. 302 

8. No. 47, for the relief of Eva Vansant, Henry Carleton, 
and Maud Carleton, children of General James H. ; 
C00 PCT 98 
referred to the Committee on Claims 98 
B. No. 172, to establish a post-road........---..-..-.------ 202 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads... 202 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
S. No. 268, authorizing a general account of advances for 


naval appropriations FCC 363 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 363 
S. No. 304, to regulate expenditures in the Navy 415 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 415 

B. No. 317, providing for the payment of certain clerks 
W eceosclonceshpencwabeassccon? 521 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations..........-. 521 

motions made by, at the special session, to— 

e 46 


proceed to the consideration of executive business. 31, 39, 40 
motions made by, at tho regular session, to 


OUR Diss waned T RTOS nposseseep aqeage sePeveners scum 117 
udjourn over, FFP TTT 
proceed to the consideration of executive business 202, 556 


resolutions offered by, at the special session— 

that ander the Constitution and the laws and the practice 
of the Senate, La Fayette Grover, claiming to be a 
Senator from the State of Oregon, his credentials 
being regular and in due form, and there being no 
contestant for the seat, is entitled to admission to a 
seat in this body, on the prima facie case presented by 
such credentials, notwithstanding the objections con- 
tained in the petitions of citizens of Oregon against 
his admission. Discussed and agreed to 
that the credentials of La Fayette Grover be taken from 
the table and the oath of office be now administered 
to him. Discussed and agreed to 2-38 
that the petitions of citizens of Oregon, containing charges 
against La Fayette Grover, lie on the table until the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections is organized, 
when they shall be referred to such committee, to- 
gether with his credentials, with instructions to in- 
vestigate such charges and to report to the Senate as 

to their truth or falsity. 
offered as a substitute for Mr. Wallace’s resolution, and 
e yea eee res RAN SENGA 
amendment for substitute offered by Mr. Conkling, and 
e e OT TINT OOTTE 


that the Senate now proceed to the appointment of stand- 

ing and other committees of the Senate. Agreed to.. 

that so much of the forty-sixth rule of the Senate as re- 

quires appointment of standing and other commit- 

tees to be made by ballot be suspended. Agreed to.. 

providing for standing committees of Senate. Agreed to.. 

that the Vice-President do now declare the Senate ad- 

journed without day. Laid on the table 

reintroduced and agreed too... 
resolutions offered by, at the regular session— 

that the President be, and he is hereby, requested, if not 

incompatible with the public interest, to transmit to 

the Senate a statement of the appropriations and ex- 

penditures by the Navy Department, from the 4th 

of March, 1789, to June 30, 1876. Modified and 

JV%%%%%%%%ö*ͤô ß 

that the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to inform the 

Senate whether the provisions of sections 1493 and 

1494 Revised Statutes of the United States, providing 

that no officer of the Navy, except in the case therein 

named, shall be promoted to a higher grade until he 

has been examined by a board of naval surgeons and 

8 physically qualified to perform all his 

uties at sea, are complied with; if such boards are 

convened, and all cases of officers proposed for promo- 

tion are referred to them; what is the character of 

examination practiced by such boards; if it is the 

same for all grades ; and if in the knowledge and 

judgment of the Secretary such boards strictly per- 

form their duties under such sections; or if further 

legislation is necessary to protect the active list of 

the Navy from promotions of officers physically unfit 


for duty at sea. Agreed to 345 


—ͤ—n 2ñã 


Page. 
SARGENT, Aaron A. — Continued. 
petitions presented by, from 
Soulé, Frank, praying to be relieved from certain judg- 
eee aa O A E ses 57 
Byrne, Edward, and others, praying for increased compen- 
sation to letter-carriers.... .. 2... 2.20... seee voreres 76 
Ralston, J. H., and others, relating to wages at the Govern- 
ment Printing Office... . 2.0. ...2.-.20 25 cess aaa 201 
Schenck, Elizabeth T., praying for the removal of her polit- 
on 2d 245 
Gordon, Laura De Force, praying for the removal of her 
political disabilities... „„ 245 
Pierce, Prudence and Vanness, praying the payment of a 
claim for cotton furnished—ꝛu-— 302 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 5, 
23, 24, 30, 31, 38, 39, 40, 46 


incidental remarks by, at the regular session...--........---- 202 
247, 398, 749, 756, 780 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution for the admission of La Fayette Grover as Senator 
PC 00000 31, 32, 37 
resolution concerning adjournment sine die 40 
resolution concerning pay of the pages of the Sennte 41 
resolution authorizing the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections to designate a subcommittee to investigate 
charges prefe againstLa Fayette Grover 44 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
resolution requesting the President to transmit to the Sen- 
ate a statement of expenditures by the Navy and 
Wan e 
resolution concerning the disposition of surplus documents. 
bill (H. R. No. 1220) making appropriations to provide for 
certain deficiencies in the pay of the Navy and the 
Sa of the Marine Corps, and for other purposes 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes 416, 419, 420, 422, 423 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
United Rtatee PAE ions icenssu same mcsase acca sans 525, 526 
admission of M. C. Butler as Senator from the State of South 
Carolina EPEE NTN 760, 761, 762, 763, 776 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional industrial exposition...........---.-.-- 764, 765, 766 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 799, 
800, 801, 802, 803, 804 
bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers of the 


2 
45 


wreck of the United States steamer Huron 
SAULSBURY, ELI, a Senator from Delaware 
attended the special session. 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regnlar session. 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session 50 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of William Bowen.. 135 
resolution offered by, that the credentials of William Pitt Kel- 
logg and of Henry M. Spofford, the contestants for the 
seat in the Senate, from the State of Louisiana, be 
recommitted to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions with all the papers relating to said contest, with 
instructions tosaid committee to take testimony on the 
issues above mentioned. 
offered as an amendment to Mr. Wadleigh’s resolution..... 740 
die oo AT ETSINEET Y acne R T AR 740-749, 767-720 
amendment offered by Mr. Hill, and rejected. 791, 797 
amendment offered by Mr. Merrimoonn 797 
incidental remarks by, at the special session. 41, 43 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 371, 687, 794 


remarks by, at the special session, on the— 

resolution for the admission of La Fayette Grover as Sena- 
POROM ee e ween cst am Sae 
resolution authorizing the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections to designate a subcommittee to investigate 

charges prefe: against La Fayette Grover..42, 43, 44, 45 

r y TER 44 

remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 

resolution referring the credentials of Henry M. Spofford, 
as Senator from Louisiana, to the Committee on Privi- 

leges and Elections... „“ 105, 106 

motion to discharge the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 

tions from the further consideration of the creden- 

tials of J. B. Eustis as Senator from Louisiana 

bil (S. No. 179) to authorize the taking of certain parcels 

of land for the public use on the west front of the 

Capitol grounds 2;˙²ö˙ͤ A8 344, 345 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 

M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 558, 


PomMt Of. Orders cen. sesnencuvene Tee 
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Page. 
BAULSBURY, Exv1—Continued. 
remarks by, on the— 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 
ator from the State of Louisiana 731, 732, 
740, 763, 764, 767, 768, 769, 770, 772 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 


tional industrial exposition ...........----..-..---- 766 
SAUNDERS, ALVIN, a Senator from Nebraska— 
attended the special session ...--...--...--.-..------------- 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular sesso zz.. 49 
fa ets on committees at the regular session Paves cco 50, 305 
bills introduced by, at the lar session, viz: 
8. No. 144, to establish the Territory of Lincoln, and to pro- 
vide a temporary government therefor...........-.. 168 
referred to the Committee on Territories 168 
S. No. 176, toestablish a post- route in the State of Nebraska.. 202 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads... 202 
motion made by, to adljouruq—— 4 4 «««ũ? 677 
petitions presented by, from 
Whiting, C. J., praying reinstatement in the Army........ 167 
Brewster, Charles, praying reinstatement in the Army 302 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 116 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
r e y opta enye 342 


resolution concerning Pacific Railroad lines.... 370, 371, 636, 637 
joint resolution (H. R. No, 48) in relation to the interna- 


tional industrial exposition ........-......---+- l..> 766 
Savings-banks, bill (S. No. 265) to remit taxes on insolvent. 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of IIIIinoaa:eůb --..-+---- 341 
referred to the Committee on Finance 341 
Schenck, Elizabeth T., petition of, praying for the removal of 
her political disabilities............-...-.----.----. 245 
Schneider, L. i. and G. C., bill (S. No. 199) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Howe a ee o 
referred to the Committee on Claims........---.---...-.---. 246 
Scott, Charles S., bill (S. No. 316) to remove the political disa- 
bilities of. 
introduced by My. Morgat < 4 521 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ..........-..-.. 521 


Secretary of State, bill (S. No. 62) relating to vacancies in the 


office of. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon ....2.+22-- sess s2eesesees 108 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 108 


reported back and referred to the seleet committee on the 
subject of the elections of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States. 
Secretary of the Treasury, bill (S. No. 62) relating to vacancies 
in the office of. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon..............--. 22-202 2200 cece 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
reported back and referred to the select committee ou the 
subject of the elections of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States 
Seligman Brothers, London, bill making appropriation for.. 387, 414 
Senate, resolution appointing the hour of daily meeting of the. 4,50 
Senate bill No. 300, resolution for printing 300 copies of the 
a Ar before the committee in relation to. Con- 
sirni and agreed to. 25.5. caps ee daecsvnsdadpasien 
Senate is ready to adjourn without day, resolution appointing a 
committee to wait upon the President and inform him 
AT this.) “Apreed tO. jc. 5na vaveue.chsoce co sedscaps 
Senate is ready to proceed to business, resolution informing the 
House that the. Considered and agreed to 56 
Sergeant-at-Arms, the, directed to compel the attendance of 
8. Loans sn acicaes cap I ERE AA bie A 678, 679 
Settlers on the public lands, bill (S. No. 138) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Paddock..............secse sees 8 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
reported back with an amendment 
Settlers upon homestead and pre-emption lands, bill (S. No. 153) 
for the relief of certain. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalis..........-.......+.. 8 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 


Shannon, Joseph R., petition of, praying compensation for loss 


571 


of steamer A. W. Quarriee rr a, 57 
SHARON, WILLIAM, a Senator from Nevada— 
attended the special session .-....-.-. 2.222. 22222. pee cone ee 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
appointed on committees at the regular session --- 50 
Shaw, John A., bill (S. No. 2o for the relief of. 
introduced by ME ‘Cockrell. annonae natika pe des 246 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 246 
Sheppard, F. E., bill (H. R. No. 1516) to remove the political 
disabilities of. 
Ponsod Dy the HONO. sanse 62a as sesnpriawesacan 2 458 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.......... 


Sherman, Freeman, bill (8. No. 128) granting a pension to. 


introduced by Mr. Dawes „446% 150 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 150 
petition of, praying for a pension 149 
SHERMAN, JOHN, a Senator from Ohio— 
attended the special session 
petition presented by, at the special session, from Colonel 
Thomas Worthington, praying for a pension 4 
remarks by, at special session, on the order of business 4 
Sibley, Aaron L., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers...... ............- 76 
Signal-lights, bill (S. No. 249) amending the law concerning. 
trodaced by Mr. Burnside... - ... 0.20. sl ce isde „6“ö» 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce...........-----..-- 341 
Silver dollars, bill (S. No. 157) provididg for the coinage of. 
introduced by Mr. Hereford ...... w mm ꝛ .. 168 
referred to the Committee on Finance 168 
Silvey, Mrs. Isabella H., petition of, praying for a pension . 283 
Simmons, Jons M., and others, motion withdrawing the papers Ss 
OD. ..... ......ńsososrasesosecee: «c 
Sinclair, Mrs. E. E., motion withdrawing the papers of. 168 
Sinclair, James B., bill (8. No. 22) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr: Conkling gs 77 
referred to the Committee on Military Affuirs........-.....- 77 
Singer Manufacturing Company and others, petition of, pray- 
ing for increased compensation to letter-carriers.... 115 
Sioux or Dakota Indians of Minnesota, bill (S. No. 7) to ascer- 
tain amounts due to citizens for certain supplies fur- 
nished the. 
introduced by Mr. Windo nnn. 57 
referred to the Committee on Claims 57 
Sizer, Henry E., petition of, praying authority to present a 
GIGI 53x52 Sass TT E E AT TOE TOTE EIEN 201 
Smith, Charles H., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to lettcr-carriers.-........-.------- 98 
Smith, Daniel, petition of, praying for a pension 340 
Smith, George W., bill (S. No. 40) to restore, to his former rauk 
in the Army. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls.......-......+.2-2 „ 98 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 98 
Smith, John, and others, petition of, praying Mexican war pen- 
MONS os st ades A — 520 
Smith, Nathaniel G., bill (S. No. 345) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. McPherson ...... 2... 22222. 2.2 .2-2-4-50- 570 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.... 270 


Smith, Philip, and others, petition of, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter- carrier 
Snyder, James M., and others, petition of, praying for increased 
compensation to letter carriers 


granting pensions to certain. 
introduced by Me CCC ——J—ꝛm. . ETO DO EA 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 
Soulé, Frank, petition of, praying to be relieved from a certain 
SOU PIMENG sues cuss ae ENERE E P E TET E ETI ST 
bill (S. No. 2) releasing the sureties on the official bond of. 
introduced by Mr. Sargent... 22... 2. 22. -00> cee eee ee 
referred to the Committee on Finance 
South Carolina, the district of, resolution by Mr. Edmunds, that 
the Attorney-General be, and he hereby is, directed 
to communicate to the Senate a list of all criminal 
rosecutions commenced in the courts of the United 
tates in the district of South Carolina since the Ist 
day of Hadroi k 1876, for offenses against the lives, 
property, civil rights, or right of suffrage ef any 
person, with the names of the alleged offenders, and 
a statement of the disposition of such prosecutions 
and the dates thereof. Laid over 
South Carolina, the Senators from— 
M. C. Butler, attended .......... 2.2.2.2... 
John James Patterson, attended ae 
Southern Baptist convention, bill (S. No. 351) for tho relief o 
the domestic and Indian missions and Sunday-school 
board of the. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan. 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
Southern Methodist Publishing House, petition of, pruy 


—— 


ment of war lampe 2 
SPENCER, GEORGE E., a Senator from Alabama 
attended the special session. 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session 2-2-2. .--0+----+-+---- 49 
appointed on committees at the regular session..... ..... 5 80 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 13, for the relief of Amy King 8 58 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 58, 362 
S. No. 142, to amend section 1244 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States „4„hꝛ 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 5 163 
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Page. 
Spencer, GEORGE E.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
S. No. 143, to establish certain post-roads in Dakota Ter- 


An a cunt rp one washes Atl man atcha ube eanales, 168 
referred to Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads... 168 
S. No. 206, for the relief of James Birne 246 
referred to the Committee on Claims. -- 246 
S. No. 214, for the relief of George V. Hebb 246 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 246 
Bible: Serre. seacscnsensyeee 371 
8. No. 229, for the relief of the Deposit Savings Association 
of Mobile, Alabama 283 
referred to the Committee on Claims 283 
S. No. 295, for the relief of William C. Edmonston....-.... 387 
referred to the Committee on Claims 387 
S. No. 326, to amend the act entitled “ An act to incorporate 
the Washington Market Compauy ee 521 
referred tothe Committee on the District of Columbia... 321 
8. No. 15 in relation to the affairs of the Washington 
arket Soon secs ea maascwmenh eee 521 
1 to the Committee on the District of Columbia... 521 
S. No. 366, for the relief of Rollin J. Reeves. 800 
‘referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. -- 800 
motion made by, at the special session, to adjourn 24 
motions made by, at the regular session, to— 
WANE CHS ls acon ß 8 674 
proceed to the consideration of executive business.. . 371 
withdraw the papers of— 
Mra. DE Sinclair sooo y ss 168 
Mobile Marine Dock Company .......----..-......2...- 168 
petitions presented by, from— 
Williams, J., praying compensation for labor and material.. 207 
Hebb, George V., praying to be reimbursed certain money. 245 
Reeves, Roliin J., praying compensation for Indian depre- 
Gatos oo sa ENEI EE ossawesetthwaacs A A A 800 
incidental remarks by, at the special session 2,24 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 371, 674 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution for the admission of L. Q. C. Lamar as Senator 
from Mississipp?.-........---..5i222-. 22-22. 5, 7, 13, 14, 15 
resolution for the admission of John T. Morgan as Senator 
from Alabama -ei dssnssi 24, 25, 20, 27, 28, 29, 30 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the point ‘of order 678 
Spindler, George, and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers....-.....---. +22. 108 
+ Spirits, bill (S. No. 267) in relation to distilling and rectifying. 
introduced by Mr. McDonald..--.-..-......---.---+--- nnes 
referred to the Committee on Finance 
Spofford, s Reny My M., claimant of a seat as a Senator from Lou- 
siana. 
credentials of, presented by Mr. Thurman and read 78 
resolution by Mr. TEurman, that, be sworn aud admitted as 
0 ã ⁵‚Äſ d.. AOAN 78 
amendment by Mr. Mitchell, that the credentials of, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
Considered and agreed too 78-81, 93-102 


amendment by Mr. Whyte, thatsaid committee report there- 
upon before the Ist day of November, 1877. Consid- 
ered and rejected 102-1 
amendment by Mr. Conkling, that “ the credentials of W. P. 
Kellogg, claiming the same seat in the Senate, having 
been heretofore referred to said committee and being 
now before it.” Modified by Mr. Thurman, so as to 
read: “and said committee shall also consider and re- 
po upon the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg.” 
ussed and agreed to 
considered, amended, and agreed i 
resolution by Mr. Mitchell, that the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections on the contested cases of William Pitt 
Kel and Henry M. Spofford, claiming seats as 
Senators from the State of Louisiana, and whose cre- 
dentials have been referred to such committee, be 
authorized to send for person and papers, and admin- 
ister oaths, with a view of enabling said committee 
to determine and report upon the title, respectively, 
on the merits, of each of said contestants to a seat in 
the Senate. Agreed to 
amendment by Mr. Conkling, toa resolution by Mr. Thurman, 
that the Committee on Privileges and Elections be 
directed to report in the matter of the credentials of 
William Pitt Kellogg and, claiming seats as Senators 
from Louisiana, and that meanwhile the case from 
South Carolina be postponed. Considered and re- 


150 


eee es teen tee eee cee teens meee „„„„ũ 


ected 
e by Mr. Edmunds, to a resolution by Mr. Thurman, 
that the Committee on Privileges and Elections be 
discharged from the consideration of the credentials 
of William Pitt Kellogg and, of Louisiana, and of M. 
C. Butler and D. T. Corbin, of South Carolina. Con- 


sidered and rejected 605 


— weet cere ee 2 
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Spofford, Henry M.—Continued. 

amendment by Mr. Hill, to a resolution reported from the 

Committee on Privileges and Elections, that Henry 

M. Spofford be admitted as a Senator from the State 

of Louisiana on a prima facie title and subject to the 

right of William ie e to contest his seat. 
Considered and rejected 
amendment by Mr. Merrimon, that the contestant, Henry M. 
pofford, be allowed to produce at the bar of the 
Stnate the testimony he offered to produce before the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections to support 
the suggestions specified by him before the commit- 
tee, as set out in the third page of the views of the 
minority of the committee, and that the further con- 
sideration of this subject be postponed until such tes- 
timony can betaken, Withdrawn.......-..-......- 
remarks on the resolutions and amendments concerning the 

Louisiana Senatorship, by 

Mr. Baya ard 


797 


Cameron, of N 
Christianeyp 
Conklin 
Davis, o 
SDB WER Sarcoshascsessedas ts bUabioutabaubisondaus sos 738, 74 
Eaton 


[See Appendix, e 62. 

Me Donald eee 747, 752, 754, 789, 791 
Mail 113, 731, 732, 734, 741, 747, 793, 794 
Wir 25 ssocs woke a eE aa 635, 788, 795, 797 
eie N ay 99-101, 150, 731, 734, 793, 795 
r sous teq nee uanavbonneaemuabecds 778 
e e AADS AA OA SS AVA EnH s GTA 23 
I AAO coh ene eset EA EYE E E URAS 21 
Sargent sco stu eet cout west ecteastenreatenemiotae 110, 793 


Saulsbury................. ---- 105, 106, 731, 740, 767-770, 772 


Thurman. . . 2, 78, 79, 81, 82, 99, 103, 104; 106, 107, 109 
110, 114, 604, 730, 737, 739, 744, 745,751, 752, 763, 754, 780, 788 
Wadleigh E DTA AE meee 1025 
103, 105, 113, 114, 115, 635, 733, 736, 740, 741, 787, 788, 790 
r LA y pce pies 82, 102, 104, 105 
Staff of the Army, remarks of Mr. Beck on 416 
Standard ayer dollar, bill (S. No. 68) authorizing the céining 
of the. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls -...----.--++. -----+.----- 109 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 109 
bill (S. No. 86) to authorize the coinage of a. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Nevada.........+..-..2....-. 116 
referred to the Committee on Finance ...--.....-.---..--- 116 
Standing and other committees, resolution to proceed to the ap- 
pointment of. Agreed to. PCV 39 
to be made by ballot, resolution for suspending so much of 
the twenty-sixth rule as requires the appointment of 
We eld” ES S Eaa Ea 39 
resolution to revive and continue, until further action of the 
Senate, the. 
r ie ei es beth obbines EEAS 50 
reintroduced and agreed to 56 
Starkwether, Perry, and others, petition of, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation to letter-carriers ........-.- 115 
State constitutions and colonial charters, resolution for print 
ing 50 additional copies of the compilation of. Agreed 
SEER RASS a 41 
Steamers, vil 15 No. 249) amending the law concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Burnsidss 2222. 1222-22-02 222 341 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 341 
Stearns, Sarah Burger, petition of, praying for the removal of 
her political disabilities... -. 0c... 05.22. „ 245 
Stenographers, bill (S. No. 28) authorizing the appointment of 
certain. 
Introdu tod Dy MTs EMD d han aN ooN nS 77 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........-..-.-.-. 77 
reference changed to the Committee on Military Affairs 341 
Stevenson, J. A., bill (S. No. 210) for the relief o: 
introduced by Donne 
referred to the de on Claims ees 
Stewart, Raphael, testimony ot 2202002. 
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Page. 
Stickney, Daniel, motion withdrawing the papers of Territories, the Committee on— 
Still, William E., and others, petition of, praying for an increase appointment of members oz.. Tinni NES 39,50 
of com ion to le bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 


Stone, Elizabeth D., bill (S. No. 235; ting a pennon to. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls N 8 
reſerred to the Committee on Pensions 

Stork, Abbie L., petition of, praying for the removal of her 
litical disabilities 

Stuart, A. H. H., petition of, praying for the removal of her 
litical disabilities 

Suits in which the United States are concerned, expenses of, 

bill making an appropriation for 
Sun Mutual Insurance Company, and others, memorial of, in 


387, 414 


Territories, public libraries in, bill (H. R. No. 4) for the protec- 
tion of. 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
Terry, 3 W., and others, petition of, praying for a post- 


e ill (S. No. 43) providing for taking, to be used by 
Congress. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
Texas, the Senators from 


favor of the rehearing of certain claim 340 Richard Coke, attended 
Sunderland, Rev. Dr. Byron, Chaplain to the Senate— Sam Bell Maxey, attended 
prayers offered by, at the special ee 4, 16, 24, 39, 40, 42, 43 | Texas, the State of— 
prayers offered 6215 at the regular sessio 40, 56, legislation 3 
6, 108, 115, 135, 149, 107, 200. 201, 207, 221, 244, 283, ill (S. No. 134) making further appropriations for continu- 
302, 340, 361, 336, 414, ‘443, 520, 548, 569, 634, 728 ing the improvements of Galveston Harbor and for 


Supreme Court, bill (8. No. 254) providing for appeals to, in 
corpus cases. 
introduced by Mr. Harris 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 


Supreme peeing the, expenses of, bill making an appropriation 
337, 


Surplus documents, resolution to dispose of all 
referred to the Committee on Printing 
reported back, without amendment, by Mr. Anthony 
amended by Mr. Hoar, discussed, and laid over 
reintroduced, amended, and adopted 

Swamp land sold by the United States, bill (S. No. 137) grant- 

ing indemnity for certain. 

introduced by Mr. Garland 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 


T. 


Tatnall, John R. F., petition of, praying the removal of his 
political disabilities 
Tax-lien certificates erroneously issued, bill (S. No. 186) to pro- 
vide for the settlement of certain. 
introduced by Mr. In 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
Te bill Ass No. 195) to declare certain lands subject to. 
introduced by Mr. Plumb 


Taylor, Charles R., and others, 1 of, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation to letter-carriers 
Taylor, ils 5 and others, petition of, praying for a paes 


Taylor, Sohni wii (S. No. 67) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
TELLER, HENRY M., a Senator from Colorado— 
attended the special session 
appointed on committees at the special session 
nares the regular session 
0 on committees at the regular session 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 88, for the relief of James W. Richard and J. S. 
Brown and Brother, of Denver, Colorado 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
S. No. 262, to authorize the President of the United States 
to promote and retire First Lieutenant David I. Eze- 
kiel, of the Fourth Regiment of Infantry, United 
x States Army 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of Lieutenant 
David I. Ezekiel : 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session. 
Tennessee, the Senators from— 
James E. Bailey, attended 
Isham G. Harris, attended 
Tennessee, the State of— 
legislation concerning— 
ill (S. No. 279) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Mississippi at Memphis. 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (S. No. 361) to provide for the building of a marine 
hospital at Memphis. 
introdnied by Mr. Harris 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Territorial legislation, bill (S. No. 207) to ratify and confirm 
certain. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
bill (S. No. 330) to ratify and confirm certain. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 


continuing the work in Galveston Bay. 
introduced by Mr. Maxey 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations 

bill (S. No. 164) making an appropriation to pay over to the 
State of Texas the residue of the five millions re- 
served for satisfaction of that portion of the public 
debt of the late republic of Texas for which the 
duties on the imports of said republic were specially 
pledged, being the balance remaining after payment 
of said debt. 

introduced by Mr. Coke 
referred to the Committee on Claims 

bill (S. No. 165) to reimbarse the State of Texas for ex- 
penses incurred by said State in repelling invasions 
of Indians and Mexicans: 

introduced by Mr. Coke 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

bill (S. No. 294) to create the northern judicial district of 
the State of Texas, and to chanye the eastern and 
western judicial districts of said State, and to fix the 
time and places of holding courts in said districts. 

introduced by Mr. Coke 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ........--.- 
“The Polaris in her winter quarters in Robeson Channel,” 
bill (S. No. 301) authorizing the purchase of the pict- 
ure known as. 
introduced by Mr. Hamlin 
referred to the Committee on the Library 
Thompson, General William, bill (S. No. 264) for the relief of 
the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Conover 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
Thorns, John, bill (S. No. 66) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Beck 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
Thornton, John W., bill (S. No. 296) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls 
referred to tlie Committee on Pensions 
Three Tree Point military reservation, bill (S. No. 97) author- 
izing salmon fisheries now located on, to remain. 
introduced 25 Mr. Mitchell 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
THURMAN, ALLEN G., a Senator from Ohio— 
attended the special session 
appointed on committees at the special session 
attended the regular session 
appointed on committees at the regular session 
bill introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 

S. No. 15, to alter and amend the act to aid in the construc- 
tion of a-railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean, aud to secure to the 
Government the use of the same for postal, military, 
and other purposes, approved July 1, 1862, and also 
to alter and amend the act of Congress approved J uy 
2, 1864, in amendment of said first-named act 

referred to the Committee on the Judieiary 
motion made by, at the special session, to adjourn 
motions made by, at the regular session, to— 
adjourn 
adjourn over 


proceed tothe consideration of executive business. . 83, 527,581,714 


resolutions offered by, at the special session— 
that the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg lie on the table 
until to-morrow. Offered as an amendment to Mr. 
Anthony’s resolution and withdrawn 
that the credentials of J. B. Eustis, claiming to be a Sen- 
ator from the State of Louisiana, be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections, when that committee shall be appointed. 
laid on the table 
considered and agreed to 


Page. 


THURMAN, ALLEN G.—Continued. 
resolutions offered by, at the regular session— 
that Henry M. Spofford, whose credentials as a 88 
from * State of Louisiana have been this day read, 
be now sworn, and admitted as a Senator 78 
substitute offered by Mr. Mitchell, discussed and laid over. 78-83 
reintroduced, discussed, and agreed to 99-102 
amendment offered by Mr. Whyte, discussed and rejected. 102-106 
amendment offered by Mr. Conkling, and 106 
that ne Committee on Privileges and Elections be dis- 
ed from the further consideration of the ere- 
Santali LO PR D uate ooo NE S S S TILOS TTI 
discussed and laid on the tabl aa 109, 115 
that the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish 
the Senate with copies of all reports made under and 
in pursuance of the twentieth section of the act of 
Congress entitled “An act to aid in the construction 
of a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri 
River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Gov- 
ernment the use of the same for postal, military, and 
other purposes,” approved July 1, 1862. 
eee TETI S 
modified and agreed 
that the Committee on Patents is hereby instructed to in- 
quire whether any legislation is necessary in order to 
provide for the preservation of models or parts of 
models saved from the ae fire in the Patent-Office. 
Considered and agreed to 
that the Committee on Naval Aae i is herehy instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of removing the Observa- 
tory in Washington City to a more eligible site in the 
District of Columbia, and to report what new build- 
ings or structures would become necessary in case of 
such removal, and the probable cost thereof. Con- 
sidered and agreed 
that the Committee on Privileges and Elections be dis- 
3 from the consideration of the credentials of 


150 
247 


168 


M. C. Butler, of South Carolina. 
ien ell 556-569, 571-580, 603-605, 650, 662 
amended by Mr. Edmunds. Amendment disoussed and 
rejected ......-...--.---- —— , 650, 653 
amended by Mr. Conkling. Amendment rejected 604, 605 
amended by Mr. McMillan. Amendment modified and 
PRIOQEOU ax o cart A L IS cami nin IOS AT A 653, Poe 
amended by Mr. Mitchell. Amendment rejected 
666, 632,711, 71 
resolation ado 55 8 S 


9 presen 
Dayton, Ohio, fasten barter of, praying for an increase of 


Pr opn aaiae sas eden becuse 56 
Dayton, Ohio, citizens of, praying for an increase of com- 
nsation to letter-carriers ....-.....---..---+-....- 56 
Worthington, Thomas, praying balance of compensation 
due for furnishing water at Camp Dennison, Ohio... 108 
Houston, Alexander, and others, praying for an increase of 
compensation to letter-carriers . 200 
Hussey, Cornelia C., praying for the removal of her political 
diss bilitiess cbs ca cnccscuedewesebesuseues ss 245 
incidental remarks by, at the regular session 50, 108, 


415, 548, 712, 730, 780 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
resolution concerning credentials of Senators-elect in con- 


c e wavecswas peiiidauvecs 2 
order of business, -s scese enn cnd sudo nndses sceciceve sheer 5 
resolution for the admission of L. Q. C. Lamar as Senator 
from Misslesippl sss oss TE AE E EVOO ANET EOS 5,6 
point Of dee peeves trat ents nosis 14 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as 
Senator from Louisiana 16 
resolution for the “mene of La Fayette Grover as Sen- 
ator from: Ogg 35, 37, 38 
credentials of J. B. — as Senator from Louisiana 39 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the 
bill (S. No. 1) for the removal of the books and files in the 
lofts of the Capitol building 57 
resolution for the admission of Henry M. Spofferd as Sen- > 
ator from Louisiana -c .... 5222. 162. bocce oarretan 78 


resolution referring the credentials of Henry M. Spofford, as 
Senator, from Louisiana, to the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections 79, 81, 82, 83, 99. 103, 104, 106 

resolution discharging the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the further consideration of the cre- 
dentials of William Pitt Kellogg as Senator from the 


State of oll, — 
admission of J. B. Eustis as Senator from the State of Lou- 

$GIRDD Some r sn sd obese cuetasuas 107 
motion to discharge the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 

tions from the further consideration of the creden- 


tials of J. B. Eustis as Senator from Louisiana 109, 
110, 112, 114, 115 
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THURMAN, ALLEN G.—Continued. 7 
remarks by, on the 
resolution requesting the Secretary of the Treasury to fur- 
nish the Senate with copies of certain reports of the 
Pacific Railroad Compan ga 150, 247 
resolution concerning Pacitic Railroad lines 284, 636, 6238 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making ap Pee for the 3 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1 
and for other purposes „417, 418, 419, 420, 421, 423 
resolution appointing a committee to investigate the books 
and accounts of the Treasury Department. 449, 450, 451, 452 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
United States. 525, 526, 527, 550, 551, 552 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges 
Elections from the consideration of the credeniials of 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 556, 557, 
558, 559, 571, 580, 581, 603, 605, 645, 647, 648, 651, 652, 
653, 662, 670, 678, 679, 680, 682, 683, 685, 686, 687, 693 


correction of the Journal! 599, 600, 601, 602 
Piment 2 682 
Onder Of ban ches K sabo eked aa 712,713,714 
!! E E ERE . A A A DES E 728,7 729 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Kellogg as Sen- 

ator from the State of Louisiana 730,731, 788, 796, 797 
right of the Vice-President to vote.............. 737, 738, 739, 740 
motion to admit M. C. Batler as Senator from the State of 

Routh Caroling (ool es iee eve ick lactwinvces 797 


Timber on the public domain, bill (S. No. 20) authorizing cer- 
tain citizens to fell and remove. 


introduced by Mr. Chaffee... 2... 2. 222s conn wee ee cee odes 77 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 77 
Timber culture, bill (S. No. 56) relating to homestead titles 
acquired by. 
introduced by Mr. Pium b ona uc Ä 108 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands........--- 3 108 
Timber land, bill (S. No. et concerning 3 upon. 
introduced e sose sssS - 150 
referred to the Committee on Public S AN, 150 
Timber, seizures. of, resolution by Mr. Jones, of Florida, that 
the Attorney-General and the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior be, and they are hereby, directed to communi- 
cate to the Senate the instructions given to the agents 
and marshals of the United States in the States of 
Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi, touching the seiz- 
ure of logs, lumber, and naval stores suspected of 
having been taken from the public lands of the United 
States; whether or not, under the orders given to said 
agents and marshals, large amounts of = y in 
ion of citizens of the United States, held andes 
claim of valid title, have been seized without war- 
rant supported by oath or affirmation and particularly 
describing the things to be seized ....-..........-.. 444 
amended by Mr. Chaffee, and acceptell .. 445 
modified by Mr. Conkling, and resolution agreed to 445 
Timberlake, Mrs. F. A., petition of, praying the introduction, 
duty free, of a soldier’s monument é. 
Tonnage-tax, bill (S. No. 185) concerning repayment of tho. 
introduced by Mr. Conkling .--- .---2- /- 20-00-20 207 
referred to the Committee on Finauc 208 
Topeka, Kansas, bill (8. No.79) to establish a pension agency at. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls -----. +--+ --2-++ manna 116 
referred to the Committee on Peusions 116 
bill (S. No. 180) to provide for a public building at. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls +++ +00 202 
1 rele 10. caer on Public Buildings and 3 202 
orpey, David, bill (S. No. 286) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Ingalls ..---. ----------+-++--++-+-+- 363 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 363 
Totten, Commodore B. J., bill (8. No. 323) granting a pension to 
widow of. 
introduced by Mr. Anthony.... ...--. ...--------+--+-+ e2+0- - 521 
referred to the Committee on Pensions.......-.-..---.--.--- 521 
Totten, Enoch, administrator, bill (S. No. 171) for the relief of. 
reported by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin, from the Commit- 
A T ETR 02 
motion withdrawing the 1 We Serre ee ter i 
Towle, Albert, bill (S. No. 51) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Paddock AS Un 
referred to the Committee on Finance 108 
3 changed to the Committee on Post- Offices aud Post- i 
G —ͤ— ũ4/ũ%tù³ k 333 2 v9 
reported back and re- referred to the Committee on Finance.. 207 
bill (8. No. 53) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Paddock 108 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 103 
reported back .... ... 22. „ „„4 245 
considered and passed by the Senate. . 805 
Transportation of animals, bill (S. No. 84) relating to the. 
introduced by Mr. Howe Nee FADS EEE stawaud eansaccaue 116 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................- 116 
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Transportation of freight, bill (S. No. 335) to provide for cheap. 


introduced by Mr. McPherson .........-......-.--+--.------ 549 
referred to the Committee on Railroads. 549 
Transportation Routes to the Seaboard, the Select Committee 
on 
appointment of members of.......----.. 39,50 


bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 
Department, resolution appointin 
three to investigate the accounts o 
substitute to Mr. Davis's resolution. Discussed and 
(( AA (( 445-454, 522-524 

resolution appointing a committee of five to investigate the 
accounts of the. Ordered to be printed, and laid on 


a committee of 
the, offered as a 


SG ADIOS. ons ovunstnas E O E a ehe anes 98, 99 
reintroduced and discussed ---- 445-454 
substitute offered by Mr. Morrill. Discussed and with- 


ween B * 


445-456, 522-524 
Mr. 


— ãũ ũõ4„bͤ „„ 


Bec 
amendment to Mr. Davis's resolution, offered by Mr. Thur- 


e E neaaaeskeucce 450 
discussed, modified, and agreed to 2 522-524 
Trowbridge, Thomas R., and others, petition of, praying for the 
repeal of the bankrupt la 201 
Troy, New York, letter carriers of, petition of, praying for an 
increase of compensation 76 
Truesdale, Ellen, motion withdrawing the papers of.. 117 
Tucker, John T., bill (H. R. No. 1515 to remove the political 
disabilities of. 
passed by the House ñ2é?; 458 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciar yy 525 


Turner, George P., bill (H. R. No. 1520) to remove the political 
disabilities of. 


Paed Dy GUS HONIO- zsa - y sh saaees 458 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary ....-..... 525 
Turner, Jesse, and others, petition of, praying relief from liabil- 
150 €O BBOUTINIGR. - oo os ooo cee R O N 135 
Turner, Juinus T., bill (S. No. 96) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Turner, Laura A., petition of, paring ior a pension 
Turner, William *. and Annie, bill (S. No. 48) for the re 
introduced by Mr. Dorsey --.+----e-++-- 
referred to the Committee on Claims ........-...----------- 
Twenty-cent piece of silver, bill (S. No. 313) to repeal an act 
authorizing the coinage of a. 


introduced by Mr. Ingalls +--+ +-----+ 8 444 
referred to the Committee on Finance 444 
U. 
Umpqua River, Oregon, bill (S. No. 124) authorizing the con- 
struction of light-house at the mouth of the. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell... . „„ñ 150 
referred to the Committee on Commerce — 150 
Union Pacific Railroad Company, resolution furnishing a copy 
of the last annual report of the Government direct- 
ors of the. A ET toe qarisnes ieee tee 117 
Union Pacific Railroad Company and branches, with the United 


States, resolution concerning the execution of certain 


agreements made by the. 
ordered ty bs printed (3) foo sae Ass SS oe ek ee 284 
reintroduced, discussed, and laid on the table 364-371 
substitute offered by Mr. Paddock, and laid over 767 


United States land offices, bill (S. No. 197) for the payment of 
incidental expenses of the. 


introdaced: by: Biz. Plum 246 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 246 
Upton, George ey bill (S. No. 155) for the relief of the execu- 
tors of. 
introdaced Uy: Bir; Hoar: Jon6 32+ —. 168 
referred to the Committee on Claims 8 168 


Utah, bill (S. No. 242) in relation to the jurisdiction of district 
courts in matters of divorce in. 


introduced by Mr. Da - es „„ 305 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...-.. 3 -- 305 
V. 
Vacancies in the offices of President and Vice-President, bill 
(S. No. 62) to provide for. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon...-.. asrasa cee. apka sovas cece 108 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections...... - 103 
reported back and referred to the select committee on the sub- 
ject of the election of President and Vice-President 
5 05 of 3 F 5 202 
an Cleve, Mrs. Charles O., petition of, praying for the removal 
Of hat political deaminase a 245 


Vance, csc’ hr and Harry C. Chase, bill (S. No. 251) for the 


of. 
introduced by Mr. Garland. 341 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads... 341 


Vansant, Eva, and others, bill (S. No. 47) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. .. RS 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
Varney, Charles B., bill (S. No. 149) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hamlin............. 8 
referred to the Committee on Claims 
PCT AA AT i 
motion withdrawing the papers of..-.--. ......-.-.---.------ j 
Vedder, Nicholas, motion withdrawing the papers of. 117 
Vermont, the Senators from— 
George F. Edmunds, attende l. 49 
Justin S. Morrill, attende„„ũ„„„4õ„b„v 2,43 
Vessel-Owners und Captains’ Association of Philadelphia, me- 
morial of, against any change in the registry laws 115 
Vice-President, bill (S. No. 62) relating to vacanciesin the oflice of. 
introduced by Mr. Merrimon ...-..--.-.--..-+--. ----- 108 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 108 
reported back and referred tothe selectcommitteeon the sub- 
ject of the elections of President and Vice-President 
of the United States „ „„%„„„„„„ 202 
resolution tendering the thanks of the Senate to the. Agreedto. 40 
Virginia, the Senators from 
John W. Johnston, attended. 2,49 
Robert E. Withers, attended. 7 2,49 
Virginia, the State of— 
legislation concerning— 
ill (S. No. 61) for the relief of the Richmond Female In- 
stitute of Richmond. 
introduced by Mr. Withers. 108 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 108 
bill (S. No. 209) for relief of the trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal Theological Seminary and High School in. 
introduced by Mr. Withers . 246 
referred to the Committee on Claims 246 
Volcker, Henry, motion withdrawing the papers off.. 444 
VOORHEES, DANIEL W., a Senator from Indiana— 
attended the regular session.. 340 
bill introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 368, granting pensions to the soldiers and sailors of 
the war with Mexico, and to the widows of such as 
e 5 5c Bas aes Seen am exnaes naseee peo 800 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 800 
joint resolution introduced by— 
S. R. No. 8, authorizing Captain Jonathan Young, of the 
United States Navy, to accept a betel-nut box and a 
silver medal from the Emperor of Siam 800 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 800 
NOG DY Shit BONBhO P A E 15, 
23, 24, 45, 46, 102, 106, 423, 581, 603, 604, 605, 640, 648, 650, 653, 
654, 655, 662, 666, 671, 674, 675, 677, 678, 685, 686, 687, 690, 691, 
693, 696, 700, 701, 702, 712, 714, 730, 737, 749, 766, 778, 780, 797 
W. 
Wade, Richard H., and others, petition of, praying an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers .........--..... „207 
WADLEIGH, BAINBRIDGE, a Senator from New Hampshire 
attended the special session 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular session. 49 
appoluted on committees at the regular session.......--..... 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 
S. No. 16, relating to certain brevet appointments 77 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 77 
S. No. 69, for the relief of William Henry Ward. - 116 
referred to the Committee on Patents 1 
S. No. 173, for the relief of the Louisville Transfer Com- 
pany, of Lonisville, Kentucky, and the Cincinnati 
ransfer Company, of Cincinnati, Ohio 202 
referred to the Committee on Claims -- 202 
S. No. 288, for the relief of Gibbes & Co., of Charleston 
Routh Caroling a A ee OOS 
referred to the Committee on Claims 363 
S. No. 300, to amend the statutes in relation to patents, and 
for other purposes 387 
referred to the Committee on Patents 387 
S. No. 328, granting a pension to Mrs. Esther A. George 521 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 521 
motions made by, to— 
C oso ln ete tian A A as E ARE eb 654 
withdraw the papers of— 
CC MOOI, ocean O R a M ATR 58 
l N O EN 117 
/ Ararte AA ARAARA RREA OA ea 444 
eee A O r A ESA EA CAEN 444 


50 


Page. 
WaADLEIGH, BAINBRIDGE—Continued. 
resolutions offered by— 

that the names of Newton Booth and B. Wadleigh be trans- 

in the Committee on Patents; that the name 

of Mr. Booth may stand first ip said committee and 

that of Mr. Wadleigh second, and Newton Booth 

is hereby appointed chairman of said committee. 


e 342 
that William Pitt Kellogg is, upon the merits of the case, 
entitled to a seat in the Senate of the United States 
from the State of Louisiana for the term of six years, 
commencing on the 4th of March, 1877, and that he 
be admitted thereto upon taking the proper oath ; and 
that Henry M. Spofford is not entitled to a seat in the 
Senate of the United States. 
reported from Committee on Privileges and Elections.... 635 
ET i US AS . as scene's 730-749 
amendment offered by Mr. Thurman and rejected . . 730-737 
amended by Mr. Saulsbury aud discussed 740-749, 767, 780 
reintroduced, discussed, and agreed too 780-797 
that James B. Eustis is lawfully entitled to a seat in the 
Senate of the United States from the 12th day of Jan- 
uary, 1876, for the term ending March 3, 1879, and 
that he be admitted thereto upon taking proper oath.. 800 
tition presented by, frum E. A. George, praying for pension.. 521 
5 remarks by, at the regular session 635, 


654, 689, 691, 693, 702, 797, 800 


remarks by, at the special session, on the resolution for the 
ee of L. Q. C. Lamar as Senator from Missis- 


Ae ee eee eee eee sens snsd ee eee teme 


14 


ile; 
motion 8 the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions from the further consideration of the credentials 
ef J. B. Eustis as Senator from Louisiana 113, 114, 115 
resolution to discharge the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina. .557, 574, 575, 
576, 577, 579, 580, 648, 649, 650, 662, 663, 665, 666, 
667, 668, 669, 670, 671, 672, 674, 675, 676, 677, 682, 
683, 634, 685, 686, 687, 691, 692, 694, 696, 701, 709 
resolution for the admission of William Pitt Koroga as 


751, 752, 753, 754, 755, 780, 787, 788, 790, 795 
Waiving a jury, bill (S. No. 343) providing for, in all cases of 


misdemeanor, 
introduced by Mr. Armstrong nE 70 
referred to the Committee on the Judicinr y 570 
Walden, Samuel D., and others, petition of, praying the con- 
struction of a light-house on Whale RO... . 634 
Wall, Thomas, petition of, praying for a pension . . 76 
Walla Walla, Cayuse, and Umatilla Indians, bill (S. No. 239) 
providing for the removal of the. 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell 305 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 305 
Wallace, Thomas B., bill (S. No. 234) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cockrell ic. 4 2.20.25. ce eceseckees flees 305 
referred to the Committee on Claims 305 
WALLACE, WILLIAM A., a Senator from Pennsylvania— 
attended the special session... -.. 02.22. su cece cece e cee eee 
appointed on committees at the special session 
attended the regular session 


sd ipsa on committees at the regular session 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 


S. No. 10, for the relief of James Glover, of Pennsylvania.. 57 
referred to the Committee on Claims 57 
reported back adversely and postponed indefinitely by 

Wesens - eel cols lie vacstbuess 766 

8. No. 105, to provide lawful note and coin currency for the 

United- States. scifi 8 135 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 135 
S. No. 106, to authorize a long bond for the investment of 
SAVINGS «aire y Ries tdscee sewtee A 135 
referred to the Committee on Finance 135 
amendment submitted and referred. 246 
S. No. 131, to provide for the publication of the debates in 
the first Senate of the United States. 150 
referred to the Committee on Printing 150 
S. No. 356, for the relief of Captain William L. Foulk..... 635 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 635 
motion made by, at the special session, to withdraw the 
papers of George W. Leam y 8 40 
motions made by, at the regular session, to withdraw the 
papers of— 
SAMOS Glore rk 58 
mes Millnge nnn 58 
ee scascepcccccccsavcctece secace 117 
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WALLACE, WILLIAM A.—Continued. 
resolutions offered by, at the special session— 
that the credentials of L. Q. C. Lamar, Senator-elect from 
the State of Mississippi, be taken from the table, and 
W/ A T AN T AE 


greed 
that the credentials of La Fayette Grover, as a Senator from 
the State of Oregon, be taken from the table, and 


that the oath of office be now administered to him.. 31 
substitute offered by Mr. Sargent and accepted 31, 32 
amended by Mr. Conkling and accepted. 32 

petitions presented by, from— 
Vessel-Owners and Captains’ Association, of Philadelphia, 

against any change in the registry laws 115 

Johnson, William, and others, praying for an increase of 
PODBION 6 35553 e biases vaneds sonner 135 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, citizens of, praying for the repeal 

of the resumption act : ⁊ ⁊˙: 1067 
Clark, W. A., and others, praying for the restoration of 

Ng „„ 340 
Pelton, James L., and others, praying for the repeal of the 

resuniption set. 520 
Erie, „ councils of, in favor of the erection 

of certain public buildings. 77 DVO 
Mehl, M. W., and others, praying the erection of certain 

public buhlainigas i co ee eat cus 570 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chamber of Commerce of, in 

favor of the repeal of the bankrupt la 634 
Pusey, Angeline C., praying the extension of a patent 634 


incidental remarks by, at the special session.. 16, 17, 23, 3i, 37, 40, 45 


incidental remarks by, at the regular session 58, 
83, 635, 654, 667, 678, 696, 700 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 
point r ee sed ae ON pesclbees pauses 9 
resolution for the admission of L. Q. C. Lamar as Senator 
r coewys ceiueccuvesjcocciseve 5,14 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
Point OF order ees cecarievwassasavehcse 603 
e . T TOOS 729 
Walton, J. M., and others, petition of, praying for a post-route.. 386 
War, bill (S. No. 112) to make an additional article of. 
introduced by Mr. Plumb -e-e 2.22.2 ---2 020. cessas none 149 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 149 
War and Navy Departments 3 and expenditures of 
the, from the 4th o March, 1789, to June 30, 1876 
resolution requesting a statement of the. Modified 
MUNG BATON LO secs AI 588 
Ward, William H., bill (S. No. 69) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wadleigh .....- 0220 22.00. isis eocene cence 116 
referred to the Committee on Patents 116 
Warder, John A., and others, petition of, praying for appoint- 
ment of a commission on forestry ..........--....-. 244 
Ware, Henry, bill (S. No. 44) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. DODY -renne :: „ 98 
referred to the Committee on Claims 98 
motion . enn: aolades pen 117 
Warren, Henry, bill 6 No. 222) for the relief of. 
introduced r nensdscnns SEIETAN ADA £83 
referred to the Committee on Claims 283 
reference changed to the Committee on Indian Affairs - 341 


Washington, bill (S. No. 179) authorizing the taking of certain 
parcels of land for the public use in the city of. 
introduced: by Mr. Morrill „444 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
reported back with amendment 
considered and passed by the Senat -00 or eure 342, 345 
Washington Light Infantry, of Charleston, South Carolina, 
bill (S. No. 215) for the issue of certain arms to the. 
introduced by Bir. Gordon „ „„ 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 3246 
Washington Market Company, bill (S. No. 326) amendatory of 
an act to incorporate the. 
introduced by Mr. Spencer s- -r <<. b e 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
Washington, William L., petition of, praying the passage of 
r , 
Watchmen, additional, for the Interior Department, bill making 
an appropriation for 337, 414 
Water line in Florida, resolution to ascertain the cost of a com- 
a Aora A P T A AE A AEA y E 387 
Watson, Augustus, and William COPPER, petition of, prayin 
an appropriation for establishing a transcontinenta 
P . 
Watts, Rev. Henry, and others, petition of, relating to the 
Freedman’s Savings and st Company 
Webb, Brigadier-General Alexander S., bill (S. No. 21) for the 
relief of. 
introduded by Mr. Conkling eners <2 co ne 1 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


800 
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Webb, C. C., and others, bill (S. No. 2) releasing, as sureties on 
the official bond of Frank Soulé. 


introduced by Mr, Sargent 5 57 
wa ee ee 

est, Janet tt, bill (S. No. granting a pension to. 

Wonen W are. bccnud tecencsccnisbenenscs 283 

referred to the Committee on Pensions 8 283 
West Virginia, the Senators from 

Hen . Davis, attended 2,49 

F. Hereford, attended 2,49 


Weston, Thomas = bill (S. No. 148) to confirm the term of the 
atent of. 

introduced by Mr. Booth.......--..---- 

referred to the Committee on Patents 


Western Union Tele pa Company, return of m: to. 40, 41 
Wharfage dues, bill (S. o. 193) to amend the Revised Statutes 
concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Windooʒu 246 
referred to the Committee on Commer cc 246 
WHEELER, WILLIAM A., Vice-President— 
remarks of, on taking the chair as President of the Senate... 2 
oath of office taken Dysia snc oneness cecd stemaeenscenes coves 
remarks of, at the close of the special session 46 
remarks of, at the close of the regular session 817 
appointment by, of members of committees 50, 305, 388, 559 
Casting eee cs ceac'sunv pawsecsresneuceens 650, 737 
discussion on the right of, to give a casting vote in certain 


ces . „ one no sonncnmens ee 737-740 
rulings and remarks from the chair, special session. . 3, 5, 13, 15, 16, 17, 
21, 23, 24, 80, 31, 32, 33, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 
rulings and remarks from the chair, re; i 49, 50, 
56, 57, 58, 59, 76, 78, 79, 80, 82, 83, 84, 97, 98, 99, 102, 106, 
107, 168, 109, 114, 113, 117, 149, 150, 167, 201, 202, 207, 208, 


122, 244) 245, 246, 247, 284, 303, 305, 342, 343, 344, 345, 362, 
363, 364, 370, 371, 387, 398, 418, 420, 421, 422, 423, 444, 445, 
448, 450, 454, 521, 524, 525, 548, 549, 554, 555, 556, 557, 559, 
570, 571, 579, 580, 581, 599, 600, 603, 604, 605, 635, 636, 637, 
638, 639, 640, 644, 648, 650, 651, 654, 655, 662, 663, 666, 608, 
671, 675, 676, 677, 678, 679, 681, 682, 683, 684, 687, 6&8, 689, 
690, 691, 692, 693, 701, 711, 712, 713, 714, 723, 729, 730, 736, 


737, 738, 740, 749, 750, 752, 754, 756, 757, 758, 764, 765, 766, 
767, 780, 791, 796, 797, 798, 799, 800, 801, 802, 804, 816, 817 
petitions presented by, from— 

Missouri, General Assembly of, in favor of a national system 
of levees on the Mississippi river 
Missouri, General Assembly of, in favor of the removal of 

the national capital: „„ 56 
Berry, J. S., and others, praying for the passage of a law 

making silver a legal-tender for all sums ..--.- 76 

Wisconsin, Legislature of, for increased mail facilities 167 

Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a right of way and land grant. 167 
Nae: Legislature of, for a survey of the Saint Croix 


Wisconsin, Legislature of, for fish-ways on Fox River 167 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a survey of Wolf River 167 
Wisconsin, pig caste of, for the improvement of the Oneida 
tribe of Indians sI AR tena TEET 167 
Dakota Territory, Le; tive Assembly of, in favor of va- 
cating certain Indian reservation 207 
Dakota Territory, Legislative Assembly of, in favor of a 
certain right of way for a railroad.......--..-...... 207 
Austin, H. Josiah, and others, praying the improvement of 
r coche weer else ve wars 207 
Wheeling, West Virginia, citizens of, petition of, praying an 
increase of compensation to letter-carriers -......... 56 
White, R. G. P., motion withdrawing the papers o.. 117 
Whitaker, Oliver, and others, petition of, praying for the exten- 
sion of the Capitol gronnd sss 135 
Whiting, C. J., petition of, praying reinstatement inthe Army.. 167 
Whiting, William B., petition of, praying for a pension 135 
WHYTE, WILLIAM PINKNEY, a Senator from Maryland— 
attended the special session 2 
appointed on committees at the special session 39, 41 
attended the regular session. 1 
re eh on committees at the regular session abe eee 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz : 
S. No. 325, for the relief of Thomas Poultne xy 3 521 
referred to the Committee on Military geet ee 521 
8. No. 339, for the relief of William Bowen, of the District 
OP COMMIND l k!. é 549 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia... 549 
motions made by, to— 
Ne evens „7 a S ST Te 651 
withdraw the papers of— 


eee 549 
Henry W. aE AE ERE I PEA EE EA A 255, O20 


WHYTE, WILLIAM PINKNEY — Continued. 
resolutions offered by, at the special session— 
that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Tunes- 
Dll... 40 
that a committee consisting of two members be appo 
by the Chair to wait upon the President of the United 
States and inform him that unless he may have some 
further communication to make the Senate is ready to 
adjourn without day. Agreed to 40 
concurrent resolution submitted by, that there be printed 2,000 
additional copies of the narrative of the North Polar 
expedition by the United States ship Polaris 
referred to the Committee on Printing - 337 
reported back with amendment, and agreed to by Senate.. 549 
petitions presented by, from— 
Craddick, James M., and others, praying for an increase of 


compensation to letter-carriers......-...-----..--- 149 
Carroll, Ann Eliza, praying compensation for services ren- 

during the late waelMMMM—r- +-+--+.-.s2-++ 149 

Beall, Otho W., praying to be placed on the pension-roll... 414 

McCrea, E. P., relating to promotions in the Navy 766 

incidental remarks by, at the special session 8 40, 46 

incidental remarks by, at the regular session 150 


603, 635, 650, 653, 654, 674, 677, 678, 685, 687, 711, 713, 729, 749 
remarks by, at the special session, on the— 


point Of order e 23 
resolution for the admission of La Fayette Grover as Senator 
from Oregon.. — — 37,38 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
Order Of business 50 
C kp .d 8 82, 83 


resolut ion referring the credentials of Henry M. Spofford, as 
Senator from Louisiana, to the Committee on Privi- 
Jeges and Elections........ ..------ «++ «--+-- 102, 104, 105 
bill (S. No. 179) to authorize the taking of certain parcels 
of land for the public use on the west front of the 


Capitol grounds 303, 304, 342, 343, 344, 345 
bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
United States 549, 550, 553, 554 


resolution to disc the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 
M. C. Butler as Senator from South Carolina 662 
663, 666, 671, 678, 679, 681, 682 
int of order „„ „„ sees 663, 678 
Williams, A. J., and others, petition of, relating to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court of Claims 414 
Williams, John L., bill (S. No. 201) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Howe. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Williams, Joseph, petition of, praying compensation for labor 


and mrterial . o.oo. ee ke „„ „„ ssesve 207 
Williamson, C. H., petition of, praying for the removal of his 
political disabilities .......-...--+-.~++-------+----- 57 
Willis, William A., and others, petition of, praying for the pas- 
sage of a law for che protection of settlers 76 
Winans, W., bill (S. No. 205) granting increase of pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Rollin . 246 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 246 
Wincher, W. P., and others, petition of, praying for an increase 
of compensation to letter-carriers .................- 98 
Wrxpom, WILLIAM, a Senator from Minnesota 
attended the special session 1 
appointed on committees at the special session 39 
attended the regular sessieioonn.ꝑ 49 
l on committees at the regular session 50 
bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: F 


S. No. 7, to authorize the Secre of the Interior to ascer- 
tain the amounts due to citizens of the United States 
for supplies furnished to the Sioux or Dakota Indians 
of Minnesota subsequent to Angust, 1860, and prior 

to tbe massacre of August, 1862, and providing for 


the payment there 57 
referred to the Committee on Claim. 57 
8. No. 170, for the relief of Frederick W. Ruggles, of West 
Port, Nova Scotia l-i 1 Foss Secs dulasbd ccc obe 201 
referred to the Committee on Claims... 201 
8. No. 174, for the relief of Thomas B. Hun 202 
referred to the Committee on Military Affai 202 


8. No. 193, to amend section 4220 of chapter 3 of title 48 of 

the Revised Statutes of the United States, entitled 

“ Regulation of Commerce and Navigation”. 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

S. No. 248, to establish a Department of Commerce. 

referred to the Committee on Commerce..-............-- 

resolution offered by, at the special session, that the Secretary 

of the Senate be, and he is hereby, directed to pay 

to the pages of the United States Senate full compen- 
sation for the month ending March 31, 1877. 


52 
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Wrspom, WLLIAM—Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Van Cleve, Mrs. Charles O., praying for the removal of her 
political disabilities... . 2... 122-20 .2.. cee sees sen eee 
National Board of Trade, in favor of the establishment of a 
Department of Commerce 


incidental remarks by, at the regular session 398, 554, 571 


remarks by, at the ial session, on the— 

resolution concerning pay of pages of the Senate 

bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other 

Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin, bill (S. No. 224) to promote 
the civilization of the. 

introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

joint resolution (S. No. 4) to aid the, in obtaining subsistence 
by agricultural pursuits. A 
introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Wisconsin, the Senators from— 
Angus Cameron, attended... 
Timothy O. Howe, attended. 
Wisconsin, the State of— 
legislation concerning— 

Til (S. No. 14) to authorize the construction of a ton- 
bridge across the eras se River from some feasible 
point in Buffalo County, Wisconsin, to some feasible 
point in Winona County, Minnesota. 

introduced by Mr. Howqe E erida 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (S. No. 211) to appropriate money to improve the Mis- 
rr iver from the crossing of the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee and Saint Paul Railway bridge above the 
city of La Crosse, Wisconsin, to the mouth of Root 
River, below said city. 
introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (S. No. 224) to aid the Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin 
to obtain subsistence by agricultural pursuits, and to 
promote their civilization. 
introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin ..........--.. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

S. R. No. 4, to aid the Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin to 
obtain subsistence by agricultural pursuits, and to 
promote their civilization. 

introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin ........ 3 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the 

for increased mail facilities. eS see 

for a right of way and land grant 

for a survey of the Saint Croix River...-...... .......... 
for the completion of the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan 

e . E 
for a light-house and fog- signal on Stannard’s Rock....... 

for a light-house at Menomonee .......... ....-...-..---- à 

for fish-ways in the Fox River 

for a survey of Wolf River 2.2.2... .--- wee see $ 

for the improvement of the Oneida tribe of Indians os 

WITHERS, ROBERT E., a Senator from Virginia— 

attended at the special session. 9 
appointed on committees at the special session es 
attended at the regular sessionlꝶ ns 

appointed on committees at the regular session 
appointed Regent of the Smithsonian Institution 

bills introduced by, at the regular session, viz: 

S. No. 17, amending the Jaws granting pensions to the sol- 
diers and sailors of the war of 1812, and their widows.. 
referred to the Committee on Pensions.............-...- 

8. No. 18, for the relief of the Albemarle and Chesapeake 
Canal Conipany.<- rh 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

8. No. 60, for the relief of owners and purchasers of lands 
sold for direct taxes in insurrectionary States 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............- 

8. No. 61, for the relief of the Richmond Female Institute 
of Rishriond, Virginie 
referred to the Committee on Claim aus 


urposes. . .415, 416, 417, 418, 420, 421, 422, 525 


246 
246 


Page. 
WITHERS, ROBERT E.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 

S. No. 209, for the relief of the trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal Theological Seminary and High School, in 
N EE EOT N TE OSERE —. 246 

refe to the Committee on Claims 246 

S. No. 223, granting a pension to Mrs. Janet Scott West.. 283 

referred to the Committee on Pensions 283 
S. No. 303, for the relief of Benjamin H. Jenkins. 415 
referred to the Committee on Claims 415 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Company 98 
Jonathan K. Hodges...... ...- 022. 2202 eeeees ences essen 800 
petitions presented by, from— 

Williamson, C. H., praying for the removal of his political 
GAGES i oo = Sus aie tae e we seesaw sean eewenoasoesy 57 

Hackley, Mrs. Mary, praying the right to purchase certain 

land under the pre-emption ac. 108 

Evans, Joseph P., and others, praying an increase of com- 
pensation to letter- carrier. 149 

Jones, Mary W., praying for an increase of pension 167 

Silvey, Mrs. Isabella H., praying for a pension ............ 283 

Hongh, Samuel, praying for a pension 283 

Dulaney, Mrs. Jane, praying arrears of pension 414 

Smith, John, and others, praying Mexican war pensions... 520 

Dallas, Mary Byrd, praying for an increase of pension 569 

Howard, Mary, and others, praying for pensions 3 63⁴ 

incidental remarks by, at the regular session 2 


364, 

387, 679, 693, 714, 805 
remarks by, at the special session, on the resolution author- 
izing the Committee on Privileges and Elections to 
designate a subcommittee to investigate charges pre- 


ferred against La Fayette Grover 46 
remarks by, at the regular session, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, 
and for other purposes 418, 422, 423 


urposes 
resolution to disc the Committee on Privileges and 


Elections from the consideration of the credentials of 


an 
in the law relating to post-traders 


ICC ⁰⁵ ATT 443 
Worthington, Thomas, petition of, praying payment for furnish- 
ing water at Camp Dennison, Ohio 108 
adverse report on, by the Committee on Claims 202 
Worthington, Colonel Thomas, petition of, praying for a pen- 
r —T—. TTT 1 
Writs of error, bill (S. No. 103) amending the acts concern- 
ing. 
introdused by Mr. Davis, of IIlinois . 135 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........--..--.- 135 
Wyoming, Utah, New Mexico, and Colorado, bill (S. No. 133) to 
create a customs-collection district in. 
introduced by Mr. Chaffee . 0 168 
referred to the Committee on Commer c. 168 
Wysham, W. E., bill (H. R. No. 1519) to remove the political 
disabilities of. 
passed by the House 5 „ 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.......... 525 
. 
Toung, Anson K., motion withdrawing the papers 8 246 
Young, Captain Jonathan, joint resolution ( No. S) authoriz- 
ing, to accept certain presents from the Emperor of 
iam. 
introduced by Mr. Voorhees 800 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 800 
Young, Governor Thomas L., relating to systems of triangula- 4 
MOR. cas cued eins TCTCTCT0TCTſTTT sawebennsshars 
Yount, Israel, bill (S. No. 256) for the relief of. 
in uced by Mr. Allison..... eee es „RT ee 341 
referred to the Committee on Claims 341 


INDEX 
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PROCHEDINGS OF THE HOUSE. 


A. 


Page, 
Abandoned property, bill (H. R. No. 357) amendatory of an act 
to provide for the collection of. 


introduced by Mr. Whitthorne.......--.......-...---.------ 181 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...--..---..------- 181 
Abbey, A., agent, petition of, for payment of a war claim 199 
Abbott, Abiel, and Jobn L. Merrill, petition of, for compensation 

for loss of steamer Bergen 244 

Abbott, Emma G., and others, papers relating to war claims of. 723 
Abbott, Samuel W., bill (H. R. No. 1761) for relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Hubbell. s... 22.2. 2222. 22.2 cc-cee sees 811 

referred to the Committee of Claim 811 
Abendroth, William, bill (H. R. No. 1778) granting a pension. 

introduced by Mr. ONeill 44 811 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 811 


Academy, 0 resolution by Mr. Waddell, that after June 
30, 1878, there shall be admitted to, not more than 
one eadet from each State, to be appointed by the 
President upon the recommendation of the governor; 
and the supernumerary officers of the Army shall be 
assigned by the Secretary of War to such colleges 


of the States as the governors thereof shall designate, 

for service as instructors in military science. uled 
DUS GE e . 311 

Accounts, the Committee of — 

bills, letters, and resolution referred to 163, 211, 
238, 243, 248, 264, 231, 282, 285, 372, 373, 386, 
424, 515, 527, 606, 608, 721, 722, 723, 724, 10 
bills and resolutions reported by 223, 726 
petitions referred to 206, 234, 386, 548, 634, 727 


Action of the President, resolution by Mr. Goode, that in the 
judgment of this House, the, in withdrawing the Fed- 
eral troops from the States of South Carolina and 
Louisiana was wise, just, and constitutional; that it 
has contributed in a | degree to the restoration 
of peace and harmony throughout the country, and is 
entitled to receive the cordial support of all men who 
realize that, whether we live in the North or in the 


„ e E N 212 
Adams, Charles B., petition of, for payment of a warclaim.... 166 
Adams, Charles W., bill (H. R. No. 668) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings 193 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 193 
papers relating to the war claim kk. 360 
Adams, Charles W., and others, penno of, for compensation for 
the seizure of a vessel een cee eee 200 
Adams, Edward, bill (H. R. No. 1072) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Lathrop .....2-.2...ceee sesane eee 240 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 240 


Adams, George M., presides over the organization of the House. . 51-53 
7 Bates ode rs Pedal ates es 55 
Adams, Milo M., bill (H. R. No. 1407) granting an honorable dis- 


charge to. 
introduced by Mr. Springer „ 357 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 357 
Addicks, Passed Assistant Paymaster Joseph T., bill (H. R. No. 
5 1238) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. ONeill. „44% 306 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 306 
Adjournment, final, House concurrent resolution providing for, 
on Thursday, the 22d of November, at six o’clock 
p.m. Reported by Mr. Wood, from the Committee 
OF Wye SN MARNE AA A E TA 399 
House concurrent resolution providing for, on Wednesday, 
the 28th of November. Introduced by Mr. Springer, 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.. 220 


53 


Adjournment, final—Continned. 
House concurrent resolution providing for, on Monday, the 3d 
of December. 
submitted by Mr. Wood, and adopted by the House 
considered, amended, and concurred in by the Senat 
Senate amendment concurred in by the House 
Senate concurrent resolution declaring that, in the judgment 
of the two Houses, the present session of Con 
expires by operation of law at twelve o’clock meridian, 
this day, (December 3, 1877.) 
submitted by Mr. Edmunds, and agreed to by the Senate... 
concurred in by the House..........-... ----.------+----- 
Adjudication and payment of certain claims, bill (H. R. No. 310) 
authorizing the. 
introduced by Mr. Monroe... 
referred to the Committee on the Judieiar y 
Administration, economy, and reform, resolutions by Mr. Glover, 
to enforce, by investigations into different Depart- 
ments of the Government by committees of the House. 
r essere A 
Admiral Porter, and others, petition of, for a pension to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Wirt Goldsborough. 
Admiralty, bill (H. R. No. 1219) to establish a board of. 
introduced by Mr. Waddellld̃’ʒ! J 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. .........-.-...----- 
Agriculture, the Committee on— 
ills letters, and resolutions referred to 172, 359, 726 
petitions referred to- ꝶ/ꝶ½ 222-22 see ceeeees 243, 254, 360, 520 
Aid to immigrants, resolution by Mr. White, of Pennsylvania, 
that the Committee on Public Lands be, and is hereby, 
instracted to consider and report what assistance can 
be given by the Government to snch citizens who de- 
sire to immigrate to the West to take up a homestead 
and engage in agricultural pursuits, and that snch 
committee re at as early a day as practicable by 
bill or otherwise. Refe 


AIKEN, D. WYATT, a Representative from South Carolina— 
C177 tas see ee T ene 
appointed on committees. . a 
leave of absence granted to 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 961, for the relief of B. S. 

James for services rendered in transporting the mails 

over route 5610 during the years 1869 and 1870 

referred to the Committee of Claims.........--....-...... 

petition presented by, from South Carolina, citizens of, for the 

re-establishment of the office of assistant treasurer at 

Š e tina E A A E S 

incidental remarks byeeue.᷑U --------0 
remarks by, on the— 

rsonal explanation. 8 Rene dns da adasa ckaaetan th 248 

ill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the igh 

of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878.. 322 

Akers, Thomas, petition of, for payment of a claim 262 

Akin, Walter, bill (H. R. No. 364) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wuitthorne——— 
referred to the Committee on War Claims..........--.------ 


Alabama, the State of— 
Representatives from attended: James Taylor Jones, Hilary 
A. Herbert, Jere N. Williams, Charles M. Shelley, 
Robert F. Ligon, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, William 
Henry Forney, William W. Garth.............-...-. 51 


legislation concerning— 
bill (H. R. No. 256) to secure impartial administration of 
ustice in the United States courts in Alabama. 
in uced by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama.. 
referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary.....-.....-.. 
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178 
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Page. 
Alabama, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 851) for the relief of the Mobile Marine Dock 
Company. 
introduced by Mr. Forney.----.-.---------- 2 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
bill (H. R. No, 971) to ah tay pet 8800, 000 to continue the 
work on the Muscle Shoals Canal on the Tennessee 
River, in the State of Alabama. 
introduced by Mr. Garth .- 236 
referred to the Committee on Commerce...... ....------ 236 
bill (H. R. No. 972) for the relief of settlers on lands claimed 
by the South and North Alabama Railroad Company. 
in uced by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama 237 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands..---. ...-- Det r 
bill (H. R. No. 973) to refer the claims of certain citizens of 
the counties of Jefferson, Walker, and Winston, of the 
Stateof Alabama, therein named, to the commissioners 
of claims, for re-examination and report. 


introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama. 237 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 237 
bill (H. R. No. 975) to . Government lands in the 
State of Alabama to the public schools in said State. 
introduced by Mr. Shelley. „ 237 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 237 


bill (H. R. No. 976) making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Warrior and Tombigbee Rivers, in Ala- 


bama. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 237 


bill (H. R. No. 978) to provide for the erection, at Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, of a post-office, United States court- 
room, land office, and other offices. 
introduced by Mr. Herbert 237 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 237 
bill (H. R. No. 1215) making an appropriation of $250,000 
for the improvement of the Coosa River, between the 
junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers and the 
point where the Selma, Rome and Dalton Railroad 
crosses said river, in the State of Alabama. 
introduced by Mr. Ligon .----......----. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1235) to donate to the State of Alabama one 
additional section of land for each township in the 


State for the benefit of public schools. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama 285 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 285, 


bill (H. R. No. 1236) providing for the issue of patents to 
citizens of the State of Alabama who entered public 
lands in said State, and for other purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama. 285 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 285 
bill (H. R. No. 1342) for the improvement of the Coosa River, 


in the States of Alabama and Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Forney... 4464 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 355 
bill (H. R. No. 1345) for the relief of the Deposit Savings 
Association of Mobile, Alabama. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama R55 
referred to the Committee of Claims 355 


bill (H. R. No, 1347) toappropriate money for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at Mobile, Alabama. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama..... ............- 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 355 
bill (H. R. No. 1515) to extend the time in certain cases for 
mang proof of residence upon and cultivation of 
lands in the State of Alabama entered under the 
homestead law, and før other purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama 425 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 425 
pers relating to certain t-routes in.. 135, 199, 727, 799 


Alabama claims, bill (H. R. No. 1) to revive and continue the 
court of commissioners of. 
introduced by Mr. Frye 2 snes me 169 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary...........-.. - 169 
bill (H. R. No. 1128) to revive and continue the court of com- 
missioners of. 
introduced by Mr. Culberson „ 249 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy 249 
bill (H. = No. 1373) for continuing the court of commissioners 
of. 
introduced by et. teases 356 
rererred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 356 


Alabama industrial convention, memorial of, for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the rivers of Alabama. ..134, 199 
Alaska, appropriation for Government agents at 583 
Albany, New York, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, 
for an increase of salaries.......--. „ 


Albemarle, Hae (H. R. No. 1572) for the relief of the captors of 
the ram. 
introduced by Mr. Roberts 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
captors of the ram, petition of, for relief. 
Albertson, Jacob, bill (H. R. No. 476) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. CCC S 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
Albertson, Louisa, bill (H. R. No. 1439) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmortonn . Ean 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 358 
Alcoholic liquor traffic, bill (H. R. No. 19) to provide for the ap- 
pointment of a commission concerning. 


introduced by Mr. Joyce 4 -- 169 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciar g 169 
ALDRICH, WILLIAM, a Representative from IIlinois 

r ! EN 51 

appointed on- committee. 198 

leave of absence granted to 727 


bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1570, for the relief of Alex- 
ander Anderson, late first lieutenant Fourteenth New 


York Volunteer Cavalry .2-2 0-2-2205 607 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............. 607 
petitions presented by, from R. W. Booth & Co. and others, 
for the repeal of the bankrupt lag 198 
ANCIGENEAL remarka DY 45 co wae n nainen pus cslecnaNiassseccucs nn 607 


Aleshire, Charles C., petition of, for compensation for services 
rendered in the Doorkeeper’s department 386 
Alexander, Leander D., and Mrs. Francis R., papers relating to 


SHO War. CISIINS.GF 2s 360 
Alexander, M. W., petition of, for relie . 200 
Alexander, Moses W., bill (H. R. No. 231) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Bteele 77777VVTCCꝓC0TT Wie aie ees ounce atic’ i 177 

referred to the Commit tee of Claim 177 
Alexander, Thomas P., bill (H. R. No. 521) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Hartzell 2 187 


referred to the Committee on War Claims 


Alexander, William J., bill (H. R. No. 448) for the relief 
introduced by Mr. Hunter 5S 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 18⁴ 


Allard & Crozier, bill (H. R. No. 1484) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Boone N 

referred to the Committee on War Claims é 373 
Allcock, Margaret, petition of, for a pension .........-....--- - G2 
Allcock, William J., bill (H. R. No. 1591) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Morgan n „ 608 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 608 
Allegheny, Pennsylvania, business men of, petition of, for an in- 


crease of the salaries of Jetter-carriers...--........-- 413 
Harmonic Colonization Society of, and others, petition of, for 
aid to homestead settler .. 413 
letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries...... 413 
Allen, John, papers relating to war claim off 9 244 
Allen, Mary A., bill (H. R. No. 550) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Fort 3 188 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 188 
bill (H. R. No. 646) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Willits . 220+ c22e ees se eee 192 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 192 
Allman, N. G., papers relating to war claim of 244 
Allen, West & Co., bill (H. R. No. 1212) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Muldrog˖cꝶꝶ ..------ 253 
referred to the Committee of Claims.......-..-.-..-----.---- 253 
Allison, Matthew, heirs of, petition of, to be refunded certain 
T E E A E S nea 206 
Allen County, 1 citizens of, for the remonetization of me 
GUVGE AARE RNN 73 


Almy, Charles T., and others, petition of, for cheap telegraphy 134 
Almy, Rear-Admiral John J., joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) au- 
thorizing, to accept a decoration. 


introduced by Mr. Eames „ 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs . 
Alsbury, Harriet R., bill (H. R. No. 1505) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Schleicher 2.------0--- 


referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Alstead, Abraham, bill (H. R. No. 849) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Smith, of Pennsylvania..........-...-. 209 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 209 
reference changed to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 424 
petition of, for an increase of pension 21 
Alstead, Abraham, motion withdrawing the papers of 205 
American Nurseryman’s iation, memorial of, for a commis- 
sion on forestry ..-.~-.----+--------++-<-++ +--------- 520 
Amesbury, Marvin H., bill (H. R. No. 48) for the relief of. 
EAtIONIGA The iS P Nel PETTI ß 170 


referred to the Committee on War Claims . 170 
Amherst, Wisconsin, citizens of, petition of, for the repeal of 
the bankrupt lag F 816 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Anderson, Allen E., bill ecg No. 1669) for the relief a 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers 5 723 
referred to the GESA 3 on War Claim, ost essa sicece 723 

Anderson, Alexander, bill (H. R. No. 82) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork. 172 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 172 
bill (H. R. No. 1570) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Aldrich .....-.........-..... bcdd oinaan 607 
8 Sanol, bill (E. iH. No. 525) 1 year pension to. = 
erson, e 0 ting a m to. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell . ey SITY eee a 187 
referred to the 8 on Invalid Pensions 3 187 
Anderson, E., and others, petition of, for certain harbor im- 
rr A E O EN AEA 548 
Anderson, Prede and others, bill (H. R. No. 155) for the 
introduced by Mr. Walsh S 3 3 74 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
papers relating to the war claim oꝶ(f(fl...¶· 414 

Anderson, Joseph, EER of, for payment of a war claim 262 

Anderson, Otis B., bill (H. R. No. 767) granting a pension to. 
introduced by CCCP 196 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 196 

Anderson, Samuel T., bill (H. R. No. 148) for the relief of the ad- 

ministrator of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh. „„„„„„6„„„„ 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
ee Benet EA I. K. Ne Sop e Of 
nderson 0. gran u pension to. 
introdu by Mr. Dunsell TRINY ener g ce 125 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
Andrews, John F., bill (H. R. No. 234) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia. 177 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.... 177 
Andrews, Richard H., bill (H. R. No. 1699) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Toung . . 724 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 724 
Angerer, Frank, a page, payment of . 144mu 282, 582 
Annabella, Utah Territory, citizens of, petition of, for aid in con- 
structing a water-ditch...... sss. .2..0.----00---ee 
Annable, J. W., petition of, that additional interest be allowed 
upon the award of laimeti osuisi -- 134 
Annis, Ann, bill (H. R. No, 1144) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin. 250 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 250 
eee electrical, for the Hall of the House, resolution 
Py Mr. Pound, that the Committee on Public Build- 
and Grounds be instructed to ascertain whether 
it is practicable to provide suitable, to enable mem- 
bers at their respective seats, without noise, to call 
pages; and to report as earl = en by bill 
or otherwise. Considered and agreed too 211 
Ante seine mail contracts, bill (H. R. No. 213) aking an ap- 
ropriation available for. 
hee PEA y- Bir. len 3 253 
referred to the Committee on 5 S 253 
Anthony, E. and H. T., & Co., petition of, that additional inter- 


est be allowed upon the award of Alabama claims... 134 
Appointment of committees of the House ....-.........-... 197, 198 
Appointments in the Department, resolution directin 

the Secretary of the Treasury to report the names o 

all, made since the Ist of January, 1876, and from 

what States and Territories they are made, and what 

8 of appointments to office each State and 

erritory had according to its population on the 1st 
of January, 1876. Objected to 


. ( 92 
Appropriations, legislation concerning, for— 
ayou Bartholomew, improvement of the, bill H. R.No.1099.. 248 
Benecia arsenal, completion and improvement of the, bill H. 
BING PG EESE EPEA EPIT N 359 
Blackwater River, improvement of, bill H. R. No. 1877. 175 
Bonnet Carré crevasse, to stop the, bill H. R. No. 1351. 355 
8 , Georgia, improvement of the harbor at, bill H. R. 
ENEE SE EER EEEN TNE E E 177 
Calcasieu River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 987...... 237 
California, survey of public lands in, bill H. R. No. 1621 609 
Coney Fork, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 380 182 
Cape Fear River, re-establishment of light-honses on, bill H. 
E A A ISAS aon 354 
ene e improvement of the harbor at, bill H. 
Sesavawsus bin O A T ESS 811 
Chattahoochee River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 964.. 236 
Chippewa River, improvement of, bill H. R. No. 1456 359 
Claims, payment of, bill H. R. o 398 
Clearwater River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 886.... 211 
Clinch River, improvement of, bill H. R. No. 948 236 
Columbia River, canal and locks on the, bill H. R. No. 1169.. 251 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, bill H. R. No. 288.. 179 
Connecticut River, improvement at mouth of, bill H. R. No. 52. 170 


VI——60 


Appropriations, legislation concerning, for Continned. 
Coosa River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 1215. 
Council 1 erection of public buildings at, bill H. R. No. 


———— exũ ũ)õõ „„ „ũ„„„, 


Cumberland River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 379. 
Cumberland River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 400... 
Darien, Georgia, ee of the harbor at, bill H. R. No. 


ee ee ũ œ h9h391—ů3ũũ „ 
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Detroit, 3 public buildings at, bill H. R. No. 2 
Detroit River, im yp aa remena of, bill H. R. No. 1481. 
bes a e Superior, iaiia of, bill H. R. No. 
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Feather Mer, & improvement of, bill H. R. No. 881. kaans 
Flint River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 244. 
Flushing Bay, improvement of, bill H. R. No. 926 . 
French Broad River, continuing the improvement of the, bill 
RE NOS NS on ase odd ae E TTE RE O 
canes fe channel of, improvement of the, bill H. R. 
Galveston Harbor, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 1121.. 
somo Texas, erection of a public building at, bill H. R. 
te SARA nto tab ead A E ᷑ ͤ ß A an tae eae 
Great Kanawha River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 709. 
Hampton River, improvement of, bill H. K. No. 191. 
Harlem River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No, 1282. 
Hiawassee River, improvement on the, bill H. R. No. 404 .... 
Houston, Texas, construction of a ee at, bill H. R. No. 
656 


— ä —ueeꝛĩ ne eee ent „„ 


Kansas, eee for expenses in suppressing Indian 
hostilities, bill H. R. No. 749999 
Leavenworth, ee of a public building at, bill 
FEB Wo WS.) 0 bb 

Little Kanawha River, improvementof the, bill H. R. No. 761. 
Little s di Bay, construction of a light-house at, bill II. 
4% E N ĩͤ 8 
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5 Michigan, erection of a steam 3 at, bill 
5 R. No. 1764. r r ge e 


Mare rand, Gat ;Califoria, dry-dock at, completion of the, bill 

Memphis, W a the wharf at, Dill H. R. No. 1606. 

Mexican war, three months’ extra pay to the veterans of the, 

BOS FES. Na. 370.. Recas a Aiud col cuddu cies 

8 eae Indiana, improvement of the harbor at, bill 
R. No. 1392 


ꝗ—ͤ— ⸗æ»35ꝛ e „„ 


Mississippi iRiver, 7 to promote navigation of the, R 


o 06 A E P ERTU T 725 
Mississippi River, the, at 9 Island, improvement of the, 

DEL ERO NOs GIB cscs x TTT OT 187 
Mobile Harbor, improvement of, bill H. R. No. 1847. . 335 
Monongahela River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 771.. 196 
Muscle Shoals Canal, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 971.. 236 
Muscle Shoals, continue the work at, bill H. R. No. 403 183 
Neches River, improvement of the navigation of the, bill H. R. se 

r aa A seas 
Neuse River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 38338 722 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Appropzasions; legislation concerning, for—Continued. 


Ouachita River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 109 

Pagan Creek, improvement of, bill H. R. No. 190 

8 est Virginia, completion of the custom-house 
at, bill H. R. No. 764 


asap ee ne the mouth of, bill H. 
GAS Live ss ban Lege vevuc sued pbcuereenu OT 
Pearl 3 removal of the bar at the mouth of, bill H. R. No. 


‚—ͤ—iBns«««ö%i! 32ũ32332ꝛ%ã 
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Père Marquette light-house, erection of a keepers dwelling at 
the, bill H. R. No. 1758. «= 


Point Wilson, erection of a fog-signal on, bill H. R. No. 784.. 
Pottawatomie Indians, to make certain payments to the, bill 


c aes Up AT A sovedé ovecees 180 


Red River, improvement of the mouth of, bill H. R. No. 1355. 
Sabine and Trinity Rivers, improvement of, bill H. R. No. 678. 
Sabine Pass, Texas, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 675 
Sacramento, erection of public buildings at, bill H. R. No. 1155..250, 


Sacramento River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 880 

Saint Croix River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 1240 

Saint John’s River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 653... 

Saint Joseph River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 1111.. 

Saint Mary’s River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 1766.. 

San 9 a erection of a public building at, bili H. R. 
0. 


Shreveport, Louisiana, erection of a public building at, H. R. 
No. J77!õͤͤ KTV 
Snake 8 continuation of the improvement of, bill H. R. 
On RI sre Ss as ðͤ I ASEO a 
Stannard’s Rock light-house, erection of, H. R. No. 1759... .. 
Star routes, mail transportation on inland, bill H. R. No. 854.. 
Skamp Barbot continuing the improvement of, bill H. R. 
Ar / . erase 
Sutlise, James, to compensate, bill H. R. No. 2422. 
Suy Carty Levee, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 872 
8 pati cx stew of Aart — 2 — R. No. vas Bouse 
exas, State of, expenditures for frontier defense, reimburse- 
ment of, bill H. R. No. 654 2-22 2200201004 e 
Tice mee repayment of moneys expended, bill H. R. No. 
4 
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Tyler, Texas, erection of public ope pray BE bill H. R. No. 677. 
Upper Red River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 1097 
8 Bay, improvement of, bill H. R. No. 845 
W h River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 1512. 
Warrior River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 976 
Whale Rock, erection of a t-house on, bill H. R. No. 32.. 
White River, improvement of the, bill H. R. No. 1514... 
William A Mary, College of, to reimburse the, bill H. R. No. 
n SERE of a territorial law library for, bill H. R, 
CCT 
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328, 356, 359, 360, 437, 442, 459, 548, 582, 608, 609, 722 
bills and resolutions reported boa 222 
petitions relented 66 ³Ul.. 97, 

148, 166, 198, 199, 221, 244, 340, 386, 520, 634, 727 

Arctic Seas, bill (H. R. No. 447) concerning an expedition to. 

introduced by Mr. Hunter 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 83 


Arizona, the Territory of— 
Dele from, attended: H. S. Steven 8 
legislation concerning 
ill (H. R. No. 793) to confirm certain acts of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Arizona, aud provide for 
an apportionment of the members in the next Legis- 
lative Assembly thereof. 
introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary / 
bill (H. R. No. 794) to provide for the construction and re- 
pairs of mili roads in the Territory of Arizona. 
introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona. 
referred to the Committee on nT AD UL wie: 8 

Legislative Assembly of, memorial of, relating to the legisla- 

tive representation „ 
Arkansas, the State of— 

Representatives from, attended: Lucien C. Gause, William F. 
Slemons, Jordan E. Cravens, Thomas Monticue Gan- 
aa EN O RE A E RAA 

islation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 611) for the relief of Cane Hill College, Ar- 


introduced by Mr. Gunter 8 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
bill (H. R. No. 613) subjecting the Fort Wayne military 
reservation, in the State of Arkansas, to entry as other 
public lands in said State. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 8 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (H. R. No. 616) pantog additional lands to the State 
of Arkansas the use of schools. 


51 


8 


bill (H. R. No. 1096) making an 8 for the im- 
provement of the Ouachita River, in Arkansas. 
introduced by Mr. Slem onna 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1097) making an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the Upper Red River, in Arkansas. 
introduced by Mr. Slemons 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1098) making an appropriation for the survey 
of Little River, in the State of Arkansas, 
introduced by Mr. Slemons 
referred to the Committee on Commer eo 
bill (H. R. No. 1099) making an appropriation for the im- 
provement of Bayou Bartholomew, in the State of 
Arkansas. 
introduced by Mr. Slemons. ...-...----. ..---. .----- 2 <a 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1529) donating the military reservation of 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, to the city of Fort Smith, for 
free schools. 
introduced by Mr. Cravens scce s22222 5242-2. 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (H. R. No. 1499) to provide for an examination and sur- 
vey of the Arkansas River from Fort Smith up to the 
mouth of the Little Arkansas River. 
introduced by Mr. Ryan ....-..-..-..--- e 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Cane Hill College in, papers relating to the war claim of.... 
Arkansas River, bill (H. R. No. 1499) providing for the improve- 
ment of the. 
introduced by Mr. Ryan 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Armes, George A., bill (H. R. No. 1642) restoring to the rank of 
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captain. 
introduced by Mr. Banks ---.---------+--+2-- 722 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 722 
Armes, William P., bill (H. R. No. 1544) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois 605 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 605 
Arms and ordnance stores, bill (H. R. No. 1675) to amend an act 
concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Banning............--.. s--.---------+-- 723 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 723 
Armstrong, John, jr., bill (H. R. No. 1029) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Carlisle 2 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 288 
Armstrong, John T., hapon relating to war claim oft 206 
Armstrong, Sarah, petition of, for a pension 622 
Army appropriation, bill (H. R. No. 902) for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for 
other 3 3 
reported by Mr. Atkins, from the Committee on Appropria- as 
COND oa E 2 2 
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aroy marka on the, D; bill— Continued. 


on — 
Mr. Aiken. 5 se) 3 — accusers Committee on Mili be instructed to inquire 
A . . 285-302, 306-326, 328-339, 345-352 into the. Consid Gnd ien ee 328 
Baker, of Indiana . . 285, 290, 292, 296, 307 | Army * raii (H. R. No. 1504) to equalize promotion 
Banks..... eee 300, 301, 309, 329, 330, 332, 333 
Banning -- 292, 300, 310, 312, 320, 330, 331, 333, 348, 351 er ty Mr. Schleicher. . 424 
Peeve ra A E casideseasck ase meters 299, 300, 308, 324, 325 | referred to the Committee on — 424 
Blackburn |, 297, 298, 308, 332 | Army officers detailed for staff duty 
Blount.... 5, 296, 299, 300, 333 tive to. 
Bridges 294 introduced by Mr. White, of Footings z 609 
Cabell .... 309, 310 referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs 609 
Calkins..-... ...-. 296 | Army officer’s record, bill (H. R. No. 1603) to correct an. 
Clark, of Missouri ..........-.s0ss---s-e-- nana . 310| introduced by Mr. Sayler....--5 n.2- -2v w05 2500 sees nee 608 
J ee 289, 298, 299, 309, 331, 337,338] referred to the Committee on Military Affairs... --- 608 
Conger... ..285, 286, 290, 291, 308, 309, 310-312, 322, 335-338, 350 Army surgeons, resolution by Mr. W that the of 
Covert. War be requested to furnish the House of Represent- 
Cox, of Ohio atives information concerning the number of com- 
Crittenden missioned medical officers and the number of contract 
surgeons now 8 in the Distriet of Columbia; 
. the name, rank, pay, rations, and emoluments of each ; : 
Durham. the duty to Ahlen each is assigned, and the time he 
i has been assigned thereto; whether any, and, if so, 
each, of said contract surgeons are engaged in private 
Franklin.. practice, and the number of contract ms em- 
22 ployed who are not graduates in medicine. 
Ohjected 235 222 
referred po the Committee on Expenditures in the War Depart- nie 
Arnan, Panl, ad others, petition of, for the donation of land toa 
public o 166 
for services performed prior to late war, bill (H. R. 
No. ey for The payment of. 
"336 | introduced by Mr. Steele dhao dipais bcbdvececess 515 
Hewitt, of New York. - 289, 291, 298, 307, 308, 333, 348, 349, 350 | referred to the Committee of Claims............-...------. - 515 
GOKER acuc caus udse ends sébcasheccrenasaers 334, 335 Arthur, J. W., & Co., pa relating to war claim of 262 
346 | Artisans, to be sent to the Paris exposition. [See Exposition 
296 at Paris.] 
a A PE S A AEE EET uss as 323, 324 | Ashburn, Martha A., rs relating to the claim of........... 413 
McCook... ..s.scsscsecsescecsescesssecesescsessseee 332 Ashworth, Susan, bi R. No. 677) for the relief of. 
Ii 99 S00, 8 introduced by Mr. Gienia ieee ONE E TES 3 
Money +--=-- c ddhs popo 290 | referred to the Committee on War Claims...........-..--.. 189 
MOUTON cise auna enas oa LETA EER E case - 337 | Assistant ORTACI in the Army, bill (H. R. No. 1222) to 
Eilper eee 201, 292, 295 authorize the appointment of. 
PLIDAMOTO T e “INtOdORd DY Mr. Wk, OF ONIO: scons cme nse snancy case sawapi SOL 
MANGML ypanuccrcanescWaat srccrpeadsadckauesanehsa cass 334 | referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.............. 281 
ye b 285, 325, 326, 335 | Assistant ore Gt for the Committee of Ways and Means au- 
Schleicher eee geses 988, 289, 291 1205, I . cdewesesees 810 
Singleton l TAE O ERR 288. 293, 294 | Athey, Sevilla bill (H. R. No. 1466) for relief of. 

GUV ⅛ Vr — 289, 291, 301, 302 | introduced by Mr. Martin ne sve cussion 359 
Stephens, Of Georgia: s-sesssscnas cccccs ye ekagis sasiet 306 | referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 9. 359 
Tbrockmerton d ccascc tenes 28 297, 298, 326 Atkins, Henry, and William H. Shoudy, bill (H. R. No. 1586) for 
Townsend, of New York kk n 288, 324, 325, 326 the relief of. 

Townshend, of Illinois...............--- ead bale 288, 309, 312 | introduced by Mr. Jacobs „k 607 
Ter 00 bree 310 referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. . 607 
Waddell.......-... seleconsrenccesonen rr 308 | ATKINS, JOHN D. C., a 16 0 f trom Tennessee 
Whitthorn e.. nee eee 312] attended i 2. 51 
MEAE EN DOARE A E EEE EE E DS 293| appointed on committees g s-eees 3 AI, 
NOUN TE TA TT TOAN T TTE 336,337 | bills introduced by, viz: 
referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations ...... 364 H. R. No. 897, to improve the navigation of the Tennessee 
reported back with amendment. 387 lisna AA AAA * 18 
amendments submitted and referred 387 referred to the Committee on Commerce....-.+-...---.. 183 
considered and by Senate, with amendments. .398, 8 H. R. No. 398, authorizing the sale of leaf - tobacco in 40000 
referred to the House Committee on Appropriations quantities JJC ͤ ͤ V 183 
reported back and some of the Senate amendments con- referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 183 
curred in, others non-concurred in ..... n 510-514 H. R. No. 399, to repeal the first and third sections of the 
remarks on concurring in the amendments, 2715 resumption N A TTT 183 
Mr; Atkins i 25-0 .4).225 23 esses 262 510-514 referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 183 
Baker, of Indiana osese game yn 511, 512 H. R. No. 902, making appropriations for the support of the 
Buckner * 56—*6õð?rʒä4„3õ—5ĩ2?w n 446 511 Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for 
Burchard. 3 3 3 512 Other purposes is ass SV isci e e dcccccctes 222 
Fete E T bassen 511, ue reported from the Committee on Appropriations. .......- 222 
Garfield sss lll eee considered, amended, and passed by the House 285-302, 
ECC aa Ga Le TET , 328-339, 345-353 
s A POAT T S pása siss asS sce pase” Olt referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations. — 364 
ea VESA ß . p ̃ AEREN 5 E re back with amendments. .......-..--.----.---- 337 
No Senn 353 amendments submitted and referred 387 
, . dahudesposce debuce 5il considered and passed by the Senate with amendments.. 398, 
Senate recedes from the amendments non-concurred in by the 415-423 
C 5²⁵ referred to the House Committee on Appropriations 437 
examined and to r SEE Pe sry tent ps Sante Leet 9, 560 reported back and some of the Senate amendments con- 
Army, bill 7 — R. No. 467) to restore certain persons to the roll curred in, others non-concurred inn +7. 510-514 
Senate recedes from the amendments non-concurred in by 
ee b Mr Pkn soaus sewne anes - 15 the Hoes 245 IFE E rN A N DEE 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 examined and signed ---2+6s--2-240------ 549, 560 
bill (H. R. No. Mort for the reorganization of the United H. R. No. 1048, to provide for holding terms of the district 

States Arm are and circuit courts of the United States at Jackson, 

introduced by Ittner 720 190 17777 7777T777%» Ä—¼——ñV 239 
referred to the Committee on Military r 190 referred to the Committee on the J udiciar yy 239 
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strength of the, resolution by Mr. Banning directing the 
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Page. 
ATKINS, JOUN D. C.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— : 
H. R. No. 1049, to refund to H. Johnson and certain other 
citizens of Tennessee taxes illegally collected from 


r ß ees - 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 239 
H. R. No. 1050, for the relief of John G. Randolph. ........ 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 2 29 
II. R. No. 1385, for the relief of the minor heirs of John H. 
Svans, dece ase. 5 356 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 356 
H. R. No. 1686, for the relief of Mrs. F. A. Lee, of Madison 
County, Tennessee 724 
Sak 724 
H. R. No. 1687, for the relief of Miles M. Hammond, of Jack- 
eee T E E IIE AN 72⁴ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. . 724 
motions made by, to— 
WU Ser ecaanohareitadesavndardedusdsdersessapetnessees 198 
W AA TTT . 198 
resolutions offered by 
that when the House adjourns to-day it be to meet on Tues- 
day next, with the understanding that no business is 
transacted. Objected to 227 
that when the House adjourns to-morrow it adjourn to 
meet on Wednesday next. Not adopted 227 
petitions presented by, from F. A. Lee, for payment of a war 
OIR on bp padana yA e De 045 
moidental remarks by e e ee ee en ee, 198, 


54 
230, 306, 328, 345, 437, 457, 463, 626, 627, 727 
remarks by, on the— 


bill (H, R. No. 902) making appropriations for the rt ty 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1878, 

and for n DS bean beresebes 222, 

285, 286, 287, 288, 289, 290, 291, 292, 296, 207, 300, 301, 302, 306, 

307, 308, 309, 310, 311, 323, 326, 323, 330, 331, 332, 333, 336, 337, 

338, 345, 346, 347, 348, 349, 350, 351, 352, 510, 511, 512, 513, 514 

. gaigie ay over 77VTFFFTCC poemas ASS 5 227 

eee oc cnn sebenes unes conver spaces nove 263 
bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain deficiencies in the 

way of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps..375, 376 
bill (H. E. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
riation for the service of the Government for the 


al year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 585, 
880, 587, 588.589, 504, 596 
point of order. . eee 58 
Atkinson, W. F., petition of, for payment of a war claim 228 
Atlanta, Georgia, ill (H. R. No. 255) to establish at, a port of 
elivery. 
introduced by Mr. Candle 177 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 5 17 
Atwood, A. M., bill (H. R. No. 81) granting a pension 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork -215-000 . 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
Auld, Edward, heirs of, petition of, for payment of awarclaim.. 520 
Austin, Valorous G., papers relating to the war claim of 443 
Anstin-Topolovemipo Pacific route, bill (H, R. No. 112) to survey 
the. 
introduced by Mr. Ward 5 3 173 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railway 173 
Ayes and noes 77 IA TINDI thay 53, 68, 88, 161 


162, 204, 205, 213, 226, 297, 231, 241, 242, 257, 338, 346, 347, 513, 


514, 515, ma 598, 614, 615, 628, 631, 632, 805, 809, 812, 818, 815 
Ayliff, Charles, bill (H. R. No. 1103) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cravens „ 248 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 248 
Ayre, George S., administrator, petition of, for payment of a 
War claim J ͤ ĩͤ TV 
B. 
Bacon, Captain J. C., motion withdrawing the papers off 205 
Bacon, James C., motion withdrawing the papers off 223 
Bacon, Peter F., and others, petition of, for a commission on the 
drainage and sewerage of Washington City 282 
Bacon, WILLIAM J., a Representative from New Vork 
Attest!!! „ GIFS 
appointed on committeess SAG SE ATE TYE 198 
petitions presented by, from 
Hunt, Catharine, for a pension S RT - 302 
Plummer, Mrs. General J. B., for payment of a war claim.. 359 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third see- 
tion of the act to provide for the resumption of specie 
Payment sensceninses coowe 407, 408 
BAGLEY, GEORGE A., a Representative from New York— 
tende! ceesee'senge EEE See erg O Sar Srp 51 
appointed on committees - 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 100, to amend section 2958 of Revised Statutes.. 172 


referred to the Committeo of Ways and Means . 172 


Page 
BAGLEY, GEORGE A.—Continued. 
1 by— 
o. 1475, granting American regi to the Canadian 
steam 5 Sond AE ny . 359 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 359 
BAKER, JOHN H., a Representative from Indiana— 
attended Ne r mune ene i 61 
appointed on committees 3 e 
bills introduced by, viz: 


H. R. No. 452, to provide for the coining of standard silver 
dollars, to make the same a legal tender, and to 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue notes 
of the United States, redeemable in silver coin, to 
depositors of silver bullion, and to provide for coin- 
ig GHG ee suse wecmnn cure pees 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

II. R. No. 453, to limit the liability to actions for damages, 
of purchasers of articles whose manufacture and sale 
infringe & patent t „„„„„„„ͤĩ1õẽ69 

referred to the Committee on Patents -u54 21-0 

II. R. No. 454, granting a pension to Ludwig Ueber, late a 
private, unassigned, in the Thirty-seventh Regiment 
of Indiana Volunteer Infantry KE 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 455, to direct the Secretary of War to remove 
the charge of desertion now standing against John 
Haines, and to grant him an honorable discharge 

referred to the Committee on Mili AN oso dee 

H. R, No. 456, ting a pension to Robert M. Widney.... 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 457, to make duties on imports to the amount of 
one-fourth part thereof payable in legal-tender notes 
of the United States, and to provide for the disburse- 
ment of the same e 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 838, for the relief of Dr. John H. Long . 

referred to the Committee on War Claim 

H. R. No. 1231, to authorize the issue of legal-tender notes, 
redeemable in coin on demand, in payment for gold 
and silver bullion deposited at the mints of the United 
States, and for other purposes 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency ~... 
resolution offered by, that the Committee on Patents be in- 
structed to report a bill which shall prohibit the bring- 

ing or maintenance of suits for damages for any in- 
fringement of a patent against any person who pur- 

chases for his own use any article or implement 

unless at the time he purchased the same he knew 

that it infringed some existing patent 

disenssedand adopted r 

petitlons presented by, from 

Bar, Mrs. Mary, and others, for a pension 

Widney, Robert M., for a pension 4 

Replogle, William H., for a pension 5 

Cockett, Erasmus A., for a pension 

Vinnedge, A. M., to be relieved from charge of desertion.. 

Reynolds, Charles C., to be refunded amount paid by him 
for postage-stamps stolen. gatos basu 

Collins, James, and others, for compensation for services as 
BCOULS. <2. 444 6 eps bowene 148 

incidental remarks by. 512, 515, 811, 812 
remarks by, on the— 

bill (H. R. No, 902) makin ee for the support 
of the Army for the Tats year ending June 30, 1878.— 285, 

290, 292, 296, 51 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior yost ee 
5 
resolution concerning infringement of patents 799, 805 
point of order „„„„„„„6ũ„„ 809 
Baker, J. H., and others, papers relating to 
Indian depredations ...-.. „ 
BAKER, WILLIAM H., a Representative from New York— 
attended 51 
appointed on committees... --------- brane 
leave of absence granted to... ..ess4ssss ssis õõ« wens eee 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No, 97, granting a pension to William A. Miller 172 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No, 98, granting a pension to Amelia R. Webster 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 99, granting a pension to Charles Slawson 17 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

petition presented by, from Oswego, New York, citizens of, for 

an increase of the salaries of letter-carriers---.-.---. 

Baldwin, James, petition of, for payment of a war claim 

Ballance, Levi and others, petition of, for payment of a war 
c 


184 
185 
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Ballock, Alfred D., bill (H. R. No. 1742) for the relief of. 
in eed Dy MP BONG... / 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
BALLOU, LATIMER W., a Representative from Rhode Island— 
tende HAE EEAO T, 50 
appointed on committee. 198 
leave of absence granted to 3 - 633 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 34, to provide that all pensions which have been 
granted or shall hereafter be ted previous to Jan- 
uary 1, 1880, shall be paid at the rate paid on the pas- 
sage of this act, and shall commence from the date of 
death or discharge, and for the payment of arrears.. 170 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 170 
II. R. No. 829, to exempt from taxation savings-banks and 
institutions having no capital stock cence (209 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 209 
H. R. 1250 1216, for the relief of the heirs of Asbury Dick- gee 
FF — — cere 5 
referred to the Committee of Claims — 253 
petition presented by, from Fred. A. Holden, for payment o 
r nab peaticncessas 205 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
2 tion of the act to provide for the resumption of specie 
ayments ...........--. FETT 428, 429 
Bancker, George W., petition of, for payment of a war claim.. 206 
Bangor, Maine, citizens of, petition of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers........-----2--<+ --ese---- 221 
Bank circulation, bill (H. R. No. 229) concerning tax on. 
introduced by Mr. Vance . < 2177 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 177 
Bank tax, re of, circular from the American Bankers’ As- 
sociation urging the „6% 439 
Bankhead, Mrs. A. G., papers relating to the war claim of 263 
Banking and Currency, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to- 172, 175, 


176, 177, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 

188, 189, 192, 194, 196, 211, 235, 281, 373, 442, 459 

petitions referred to 76, 134, 166, 199, 206, 
221, 243, 244, 262, 282, 327, 339, 360, 361, 386, 414, 443, 548, 569 


Bankrupt law, House bills for the repeal or amendment of, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary— 


bill H. R. No. 18, introduced by Mr. Joyceeee 169 
344, introduced by Mr. Durham 3 181 
440, introduced by Mr. Fuller r 184 
481, introduced by Mr. Hann 186 
496, introduced by Mr. Harrisoe n - 18 
549, introduced by Mr. Tip ton 188 
552, introduced by Mr. Fort RA 188 
826, introduced by Mr. Pollard - 209 
911, introduced by Mr. Frye eee 234 
1020, introduced by Mr. Boone 238 
1081, introduced by Mr. Buckner....-.........-- 240 
1529, introduced by Mr. Hewitt... 582 
Banks, NATHANIEL P., a Representative from Massachusetts— 
e . . ben saad 50 
appointed on committees 3 197, 198, 227 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 20, to extend the scope and efficiency of an act en- 
titled “An act to secure homesteads to actual settlers 
on the public domain,” approved May 20, 1862 169 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 169 
H. R. No. 1233, for the relief of Herman E. Davidson and 
heirs of Charles H. Davidson. 282 
referred to the Committee on Patents 282 
H. R. No. 1478, to extend, facilitate, and cheapen land and 
water transportation of freights and passengers, and 
to promote industry and labor without further appro- 
priation of publie ee increase of public debt. 371 
referred to the 8 of Ways and Means 372 
H. R. No. 1597, for the relief of Martin Binn e 608 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 608 
H. R. No, 1642, to authorize the restoration of George A. 
Armes to the rank of captain. ...............--.-.. a. dee 
referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs.. 722 
H. R. No. 1742, for the relief of Alfred D. Ballock ......... 726 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 726 
resolution offered by, that there be paid ont of the contingent 
fund of the House to John Å. McCormick, for services 
as 3 4 in the office of the Sergeant-at-Arms, the 
sum of $510. Referred tothe Committee of Accounts. 282 
petitions presented by, from— 
Bubier, Hon. Samuel M., and others, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers........-......----.------- 223 
Rutter, Captain Joseph H. J., for compensation for services 
rendered the mili authorities. 339 
Davidson and Davidson's heirs, for relief. 413 
Bullock, Alfred D., for compensation for injuries... 727 


Banks, NATHANIEL P.— Continued. 
incidental remarks by ---- 155, 166, 214, 215, 346, 549, 607, 614 
remarks by, on the— 


South 
adjournment over Sesees cerces cwsews oses 


arolina contested-election case—first Lee 


Colorado contested-election case 155, 156, 157, 158, 159 


bill (H. R. No. 902) makin . for the Puppart 


of the Army for the year ending June 30, 300, 
301, 309, 329, 332, 333 
resolution instructing the Committee on Military Affairs to 
inquire into the strength of the Army. .......--...-. 323 
panig of petitions in the Rxcoꝝn vp 5 328 
ill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain deficiencies in the 
pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps. - 380, 381 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission 717,718 
BANNING, Henry B., a Representative from Ohio— 
o A 0 Tess 51 
appointed on committee s ««õ 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 292, to incorporate the National Iron-Molders’ 
Wives ses aaedaesacrsecsonntonce ctor aces ponecens 179 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 179 
H. R. No. 293, to repeal section 1218 of the Revised Stat- 
utes prohibiting the appointment in the Army of the 
United States of persons who have served in the 
civil, military, or naval service of the so-called Con- 
foderate States . acct nscnec 179 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 179 
H. R. No. 294, for the relief of distillers of spirits by the 
refunding and repayment of moneys expended or 
paid and deposited by them for Tice meters... 179 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 79 
H. R. No. 295, to transfer the conduct of Indian affairs 
from the Interior Department to the War Depart- 
C ·˙» . ]7‚ c Rae 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 179 
H. R. No. 296, authorizing the coinage of the silver dollar, 
and making it a legal tender for all debts, public and 
DTIVAU Ue Moves ee e saps a 179 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency .-.. 179 
H. R. No. 903, to fix the pay of letter-carriers, and to repeal 
section 3866 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
DUMER Cowacascnenspercisetad na assess 5 223 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 223 
H. R. No. 1014, for the relief of James M. Seeds 233 
referred to the Committee of Claims 238 
H. R. No. 1015, for the relief of William G. Halpine for 
losses sustained while serving in the United States 
Army in 1862 and 1883. 22333 233 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 238 
H. R. No. 1016, granting a pension to Mary Kenneally. 233 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 233 
H. R. No. 1017, to amend an act entitled “An act to amend 
section 3394 of the Revised Statutes in relation to 
the tax on cigars . 4 - 238 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 238 
H. R. No. 1018, to remove all restrictions now existing in 
regard to enlistments of the colored citizens in any 
arm of the United States Army 238 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 238 
H. R. No. 1019, to fix the rank and pay and promote the 
efficiency of hospital stewards of the Army 238 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs -.......... 238 
H. R. No. 1364, for the relief of Captain John A. Lynch... 355 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 356 
H. R. No, 1365, granting a ppoonion to Lydia A. Morris, widow 
of the late John K. Morris, Company A, Fifth Ohio 
Volunteer Cavalry : +++ ----2++++0-5 356 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 356 
H. R. No. 1366, granting a pension to William Buckley, pri- 
vate Company C, Fiftieth Ohio Volunteers 356 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 356 
H. R. No. 1367, for the relief of James A. Thomas 356 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 356 
H. R. No, 1674, granting a pension to Albert Brinkmann, 
late a private in Company G, Second Regiment Ohio 
Volunteer Heavy Artiller g 723 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 723 
II. R. No. 1675, to amend section 3 of an act entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, and 
JJ h 723 
8 Pied Cones ee on 5 SS 723 
à 0. ing a pension e 4 mer, 
late a 3 0 Donen C, Gas CERES and 
twenty-fourth iment Ohio Volunteers 723 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 723 
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BANNING, Henry B.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1677, to repeal certain provisions of chapter 3, 
title 35, ‘of the Revised Statutes........-.-.. ..---. 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1678, to establish a brauch of the Mint of the 
United States at Cincinnati, Ohio 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
L waco cu duncenesecsnreccenataserssersn pees 
James C. Bacon c ˙ A ͤ Ä < 
C. Hirst 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to in- 
: uire into thetotal number of general, staff, field, and 
ne officers, and other officers and enlisted men and 
employés in all branches of the Army, and in what 
service such officers and men have been employed 
during ma present fiscal year; also the practicability 
and expediency of reducing the present organization 
of the y with a view to promote its efficiency and 
reducing its cost. 
modified and laid over 
offered as a substitute for Mr. Mills’s resolution and not 


— — 5—5ů7Qle ewww ewan Hewes ene mne 


— ee ee eee ne wen ene ww www wane 


accepted 
that the 3 clerks who are paid during the session 
only be continued in the employment of the House 
from the adjournment of the present to the openin 
of the next session of this Con and the Cler 
of this House is hereby authorized and directed to 
pay them out of the miscellaneous items of the con- 
tingent fund. 
refe to the Committee of Accounts.........---..-.. 
ropota from the Committee of Accounts and agreed 


i resented by, from 
Moore, Hon. B. M., and others, for the removal of taxes 
upon matches 
Darling 3 for compensation for carrying the 
Cincinnati Typographical Union, No. 3, relating to the 
wages of Government printers Keeenvscsqes specseqece 
Kenneally, Mrs. Mary, for an increase of pension 
Halpine, William G., for compensation for losses while in 
the service of the United States 
Bacon, Peter F., and oth 
and sewerage of Washington City 
e Board of Trade, relative to bridging the Ohio 
iver ...-- S WW 
Criser, Jacob, for compensation for services rendered the 
War Department 
Gleason, Andrew, for payment for certain work done on 
public buildings 
Halcomb, Captain P. 
Best, Be major 
ee to be refunded excess of Postage p paid 
enry J., for removal of the charge of desertion.. 
J., for reimbursement for eee destroyed by 


for a commission on the drain- 


12 


Colloty, Michael, for a pension 
Mullett, . B., for compensation for services rendered as an 

are itect 9 2—2ũ29ðèmäĩòꝶA·ömM 44444 
American n Nurseryman’s Association, for a commission on 


ne ee wn h 66„3W* 


pis fr pe 


resolution tgptinoting the Committee on Military Affairs to 
inquire into the strength of the Army 
ae 3 Ale R. No. 48) in relation to the international 


year ending June 30, 1878 and for prior years.. 


Baptist Association of Puget Sound and British Columbia, bill 
(H. R. No. 1588) ) granting certain privileges. 


introduced Wy Mr JODO sco ecsedudcssesceccsp encase wiseus 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.........-..---..--. 
Bar, Mrs. Mary, and others, petition of, for a pension 


Bar of the House, resolution y Mr. Hardenbergh, that a commit- 
tee of three members of the House be appointed by 
Lae 8 er to examine into and report u the 

riety of a railing for the protection of the outer 
sire role of seats. Considered and agreed to 


annguncement of the committee on the 


Page. 


515 


148 


390, 831/839, 350, 251 
* 328, 458, 459 


562 


sod 


220 
243 


Barataria 83 . bill (H. R. No. 424) to incorpo- 
rate the. 


introduced by Mr. Lounn g E ee eee 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 183 
Hashes. — bill (H. R. No. 827) increasing the pension of. 
IV Mit; POM EEG soccer ccs rT ATIT bce sca 209 
iw ap to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 209 
Barclay, Alexander, bill (H. R. No. 579) for the relief of the 
l ty resentatives of. 
introduc CCT - 189 
e Committee on Military Aiairs 2.22.00 189 
Barclay, John, and others, petition of, for pensions 263 
Bardstown, Kentucky, citizens of, petition of, for the removal 
of limitations in the pension laws 360 
Bark 5. bin ERA owners of the, papers relating to claim of.. 360 
Barley, b A R. No. H) oai g apes leyying and collect- 
the du n. 
8 ooo o ee 2 
referred to the Committee of Wa s and Means. 238 
Barlow, Milton S., and others, petition of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers +20 000s 234 
Barnes, Eliza A., petition of, for a pension 360 
Barnes, James E., and others, bill (H. R. No. 1731) for relief of. 
FFC ⁵ ( 725 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 726 
Barrett, Dwight A., petition of, for a p ponnien F 133 
Bartholomew Agricultural Society in Indiana, bill (H. R. No. 
469) for the relief of the. 
introduced by Mr. Bicknell K 185 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 185 
Bartholomew County Agricultural Society, petition of, for pay- 
Wend Ot- War ols 198 
Baskerville, 8 Henry B. Whitfield, papers relating to 
Dent civ seenes TR 634 
Bassett & Bassett, Petition of, Foca je hein of certain voucher.. 599 
Batelle, Andrew B., and George vans, bill (H. R. No. 1013) 
for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes.......----.----. 5 238 
5 to the Aas 25 aa Gaim — 238 
tes, James 0 granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. owns Boe ) BS ANE p . - 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.............. 185 
Baugher, Andrew J., and others, petitions of, for compensation 
CCC 
BAYNE, THOMAS M., a e from Pennsylvania 
Aa ra oer arnee reae e OERA A eae Si de ces 51 
717 5 on committees. - Seer ce ͤ T 198 
troduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1650, in relation to the sol- 
diers, sailors, marines, and officers of the late Union 
Sony bliin arenes baron of en 5 05 
ve years and upw: and amen ane 
the Rei A MEES EKTA Si — 2 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 722 
petitions presented by, from— 
Aleem, Pennsy vania, business men of, for an increase 
= ope eee of Tetter-carriers. 2 1 i 413 
Alleghe: nnsylvania, Harmonic Colonization Society o 
ana others, for aid to homestead settlers...-......- 413 
Allegheny, Pennsylvania, letter-carriers of, for an increase 
Me ay Pe re oe Lb ee ee 413 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chamber of Commerce of, for the 
amendment of the bankrupt laws. 599 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chamber of Commerce of, relat- 
ing to interstate commerce and common carriers... 799 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the resumption act. [See a 1000 Wein page 48. a 
Bayou e Arkansas, bill (H. R. 
appropriation for the improvement of. 
introdu „ . sepess 248 
referred to the Committee on Commerce..-..-...-.-..-----.-- 248 
Beach. ft Seer, papers relating to the war claim of 569 
gar A., petition of, for pay as lieutenant in the Army. 234 
pille (H. R. Nos. 12 and 17) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee 5.226. cee cecens scene cone 169 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 169 
Beauregard, B. T., bi relay R. No. 291) for the relist of the sure- 
ties of the official bond of. 
introduced by Mr. Darrall.... . 42 et) 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 179 
BEEBE, GEORGE M., a Representative fron New York— 
r stone uncdscstanss so sbisesacet cescnecadase 51 
appointed on committees . „„ 198 
incidental remarks by -..-..............- 169, 559, 615, 616, 631, 814 


remarks by, on the— 


Colorado contested-election cas. 159, 160 


bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year gnd ending June 30, 1878.. 


298, 


; 308, 311. 324, 325, 512 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Page. Page. 
BEEBE, GEORGE M.—Continued, Belford vs. Patterson, case of— Continued. 
remarks by, on the— resolution of Mr. Hale concerning the— 
joint topigha UH, R. No, 48) in relation to the international remarks on the, by— 
3%! ĩðͤ b 561, MN EAn eosa yaar AAA ĩ ĩ ( 
bill (H. Ne. 10 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- Garfield 5 8 3 e OLL 
riations for the service of the Government for the“ Hale 4444444 nennre 610-614 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 1 Hares of Virginia. -----611, 612, 155 
ee S a EEEE OS FNE ROAA ACC E gener 
Belcher, S. E., petition of, for payment of a war claim . . . 221 erie eee C 333 610, 014 
Belding, H. K., petition of, for compensation for carrying the e 611, 612, 613 
Balle SSS TT Stephens, T ep Pose 611, 612 
bill (H. R. No- 747): 208 tbe FOUSE Gly r / v ĩèͤ dd 
introduced by Mr, Dunnell „ 195 | Bell, Elias 1 B, 8 of, for removal of the charge of deser- 
referred to the Committee of Claims 19 tion encnpecnvedanstneean 149 
Belford, J ames B., B., claiming to be Representative-elect from Col- BELL, med P, a Representative from Georgia— 4 
r POPE TAT S O E r A ATT OINA 
remarks of the Clerk of the House concerning credentials of. . 52, 53] appointed on committees . „197, 198 
resolution by Mr. Hale, that, for reasons set forth in the pro- bills introduced by, viz: 
gramme, the name of James B. B arene, ba plaosg upon H. R. No. 245, for the relief of Joel A. Blge ccucnusseess) 107 
the roll of the House as a e from the referred to the Committee of Claim 177 
State of Colorado. Point of order raised by Mr. Cox, H. R. No. 246, for the W John R. Nichols, late postmaster 
of New York, that the resolution was out of order; at Athens, EP 177 
Which point of order was sustained by the Clerk.... 53 referred to Committee 20 the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 177 
seat assigned to Colorado in the drawing for seats. 55, 56 H. R. No. 247, to nsion to George D. Phillips, a 
Colorado case called up by Mr. Hale. 9, 60 soldier of the ook CFP 177 
presentation of the certificate of e of, by Mr. Hale, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions -.. 177 
neocon anied by a motion that he be sworn in, 8 I. R. No. 811, to refund to the State of Georgia certain 
amended, and ado pte 44 money ‘expended by said State for the common de- 
118-132, 135-148, 101055 ee er evans eecee pues 208 
resolution offered by Mr. Harris, of Virginia, as a substituto referred to the Committee of Claims 208 
for the motion of Mr. Hale, that the certificate pre- H. R. No. 963, to grant a pension to Wesley Jones, of Pickens 
sented by James B. Belford, and the certified abstracts County, , 8 236 
of votes cast upon the 7th day of November, 1876, for referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 236 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Con and ac- H. R. No. 1663, for pe relief of James A. Stewart, of Ful- 
companying papers presented by Thomas M. Patter- ton County wipes pacensiennenceenmancesevence 723 
son, upon which each claims the office of Rep resenta- referred to the e irrt 723 
tive to the Forty-fifth C 3 of the United States petition presented by, from Joel A. Billups, 3 for 
from the State of Colorado, be referred to the Com- compensation for property purchased by Army 
mittee of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, with Oer 148 
instructions to said committee to report either as to incidental remarks by 2 : . ese0ne---0- 385 
the the pring facie right or final right of said claimants remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
committee shall deem proper, and that neither tion of the act to provide for the resumption of specie 
Gainers be sworn in until said committee reports. NCC AAA ee 
Discussed and adopted as a substitute 96, 97, 401, 402, 5 
118-132, 135-148, 150-163 Bell, William, papers reing to the war claim of ttt 
resolution offered by Mr. Bragg as a substitute for the resolu- Benecia arsenal, California, bill (H. R. No. 1457) for improve- 
tion by Mr. Harris, of Virginia, that the claims of ment of. 
James B. Belford ae Thomas M. Patterson to a seat introduced by Mr. Luttrel]llllllll „ 359 
upon the floor of this House as Rep resentative from referred to the Committee on Appropriations ..........--.-« 359 
the State of Colorado in the Forty- Mich Con be BENEDICT, CHARLES B., a Representative from New York— 
referred to the Judiciary Committee of the House, to attended aes MES ena s AS tu ADAP PAR RES PRMaER eR Anne bea E 51 
be appointed, with instructions to report what was inted on e . eheM age gave web 198 
the day fixed by law for the election of a member of introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1292, for the relief of 
the Forty-fifth Con to represent the State of Maria Shuler, administratrix of John 8. Shuler, M. 
Colorado. Disc and withdrawn..........-..161, 162 Dj GECORBO S25 cued an basaa „ baseoasd LOS 
remarks on the Colorado election case by— referred to the Committee of Claims 353 
Mr. Banks 3 6 TES . 155, 159 | Benet, S. V. At petition of, for a rehearing of application for 
Beebe . eie r Cowes gas vepeuesbds beusus essa sor eucceenbon 199 
B JJ ͤ ͤ Kd haces’ 160,161 | Benner Darel J 55 iii 1a: R. No, 135) for the relief of. 
BUSKUCE cc cadsactctssuaseda cksmavesdewnes 121, 139, 141-143} introduced by Mr. M J K A EEA 173 
e e T T I PEN T AES 120-122 8 to the Committes Of Claims 2 173 
„ . TT: 130-132 | Bennett, William R., and others, petition of, for payment of a 
Sn 55, 60, 126-129 WAY: OUD, coq SNA y RAAN OREHA SERS 206 
Cox; e T S 5 55, 59 Benton County, Iowa, citizens of, petition of, relating to bank 
COVO ocras casaswacehnsinewone eens her 1 139 C/ ĩ AAA ³ ³ A 360 
ee e sphwimenentesrredeenrs 136 Bergen, joint resolution (H. R. No. 24) referring to Court of 
ETA PAAS R E E R E 52, 136, 138-141 Claims claim for loss of the schooner. 
CFC 52, 53, 55, 59, 60, 94-97, 118-132, 155, 161, 162] introduced by Mr. Peddie 3 235 
Harris, of Virginia. 94, 95, 118-122, 157, 158, 162 referred to the Committee of Claim 235 
5 22 EEE SESASI NTA F 12 155 Bernard, Alexander Saint, bill (H. R. No. 634) granting a pension 
e aves E AN 
Lapham ........ CC sak eeecatny E 143, 144 e r AA 191 
e A RE A AEA 88 120, 151-155 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
ELERA E EA AA E TTI FIT Taea 60 | Bernard, Captain A. F., motion withdrawing the papers of.... 243 
Sout. r TEE 121, 128, 129, 139, 129 144148] papers relating to claim of, for services as lieutenant 262 
Springer TEPE T AN ESENE eek 122-126, 162 | Berry, Busan J. l potion of, to be paid the amount due her late 
e e E eames 3 159 Rehnnd 8 621 
1 8 J ĩðͤ vb 125, 144 | Best, Benjamin, 17 85 of, to be refunded excess of postage 
deve dasabee . CT . ] Eo)! , N EV Unnieanbesenwews esbads 413 
resolution 5 Mr. Hale, that the Committee of Elections be Bibb, pe e and others, papers relating to the claim of. 263 
discharged from the consideration of the contested- BICKNELL, GEORGE A., a Representative from Indiana 
election case of Belford vs. Patterson for a seat in this 8 Soe por each ts ee waee mad ebiina bales ae 23 51 
House as a Representative from the State of Colorado. appointed on committees...... .... --cccessececcescnseceee 198 
Discussed and laid on the table 610-614] bills introduced by, viz: 
remarks on the, by— H. R. No. 467, restoring the name of Thomas Crawford, a 
CTT S 614 soldier of the Mexican war, to the pension- roll 185 
ISIE IIT EIEE ET aaneeesanes® sanels abs seeaen bate gip referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......--. 185 
CONGO. Aen sons sans . cacn cscs H. R. No. 468, for the relief of Susan P. Vance PSIG bo) 
Cox of r v pens OLI 614 referred to the Committee on War Claims .. 185 
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Page. 
BICKNELL, GEORGE A.—Continued, 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 469, for the relief of the Bartholomew Agricultu- 
ral Society of the State of Indiana 185 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 185 


H. R. No. 470, granting a pension to Selar B. Decker, late a 
contract nurse in hospital No. 7 at Louisville, Ken- 


Wer 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 185 
H. R. No. 471, granting a pension to Martha J. Ro 
widow of James H. Robinson 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
H. R. No. 472, for the relief of Thomas Wilson... - 185 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 185 
H. R. No. 1058, to amend the Revised Statutes relating to 
ü - ̃ͤo—Bw . 8 239 
teed to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
petitions presented by, from— 
Vance, Susan P., for payment of a war claim 133 
Indiana, relating to a post- route between Salem and Li vo- es 
00 00000 
Bartholomew County Agricultural Society, for payment of 
WET CLADE WAPE ER M See ste site ter benet 198 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
Son of the resumption act. [See Appendix, page 
Bidow & Wilton, bill (H. R. No. 343) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham 0-00 -e2eee 181 
referred to the Committee of Claims...........--.---.---- 181 
2g 5 relating to claim of, for a refund of — -Coise 234 
Big ay and and . Rivers Kentucky, bill (H. R. No. 1027) 
3 survey of. 
introduced by DONS ATTAT STO S bavessus 238 
referred to the Committee on Commerce...--- ---.------ cess 238 
Billups, Joel A., preon, cake tion of, for compensation for prop- 
et Army ofnbers „ 148 
bill (H. R. No, 245) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Bell. E 8 177 
referred to the Committee of Claimsz— -22-23 ---0 177 
Binford, J. D., petition of, for a pension . 166 


bill (H. R. No. 704 granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mee ieee 8 
referred to the E ee on Invalid Pensions 
Binney, a bill 5 
introduced by Mr. Ba 
33 to the Committee on Military Affairs 
rmingham, Richard H., bill (H. R. No. 77) for the relief of. 


185 uced by Mr. Willis, of New Ork. 171 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. . 171 
BISBEE, HORATIO, JR., a Representative from Florida— 
attended 7 ͤ sec EST A N 51 
appointed on committee 198 
leaves of absence granted to——- +++ s--+---------- 243, 559 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. Ño. 652, te provide ide publié buildings at Jacksonville, 
in the State of Florida 192 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 192 
H. R. No. 653, providing for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Saint John’s River, Florida - 18 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 192 
IL. R. No. 1436, to provide a second term of the district and 
circuit courts of the United States at Jacksonville, 
F777. E E S E dostus tenia cess 358 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 358 
H. R. No. 1437, to enlarge the jurisdiction of the judges of 
the Federal courts in in:: E R 358 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.......------ 358 
H.-R. No. 1438, to provide for a survey of an inland water 
route and canal from the Mississippi River to the At- 
~ dantio: e i lec E 358 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ..-....----.-... 358 
Bishop, Daniel, bill (H. No. No. 1298) granting a ence to. 
introduced by Mr Ballinger 20 sit seb scctsrscehiss casponse 353 
5 ee Pensions 353 
ac illia i 0. 47 ting a pension to. 
introduced ze Mr. Manns SRS ye : e aei erent 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
Black Hawk, Seminole, Florida, and Mexican wars, bill (H. R. 
No. 375) to pension the survivors of the. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle 182 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 182 
Black Hills, in Dakota, bill (H. R. No. 791) to establish a land 
district in the. 
introduced by Mr. Kidder........ ......2-...--- 838 awe! ee. 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 197 


BLACKBURN, JOSEPH C. S., a Representative from Kentucky 
ice ð 5 
appointed on committees . 
rulings and remarks from the chair 


Page. 


BLACKBURN, JOSEPH C. 8.—Continued. 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1225, Yor the relief of Rosa Vertnor Jeffrey, of 
Kentuck 281 


231 


—ͤ—B̃ ũũũn «4c ee ee ee eee eee eneses eee 


H. R. No. 1226, for the relief of A. S. Bloom, late a major i in 
the Seventh Regiment of Kentucky Volunteer Cav- 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. pis 1227, for the relief of William H. Gray, of Ken- 


281 
231 


281 
281 


281 
231 


—' eee wwe wees ** 


— ee sesers ee eee ee ense wwe eee ee 


H. R. No. 1374, for the relief of Mrs. Sally B. ‘MeCampbel, 
of Jessamine County, Kentucky .......-........... 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations........-... 
H. R. No. 1375, for the relief of Oliver H. Perry, administra- 
tor of Scott, of Jessamine County, in the State 
of Kentuck 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. Nos 5 for the relief of Mary tot of Lexington, 
entue 


H. R. No. 1744, for the relief of William P. Thorne, of Henry 
County; erer 8 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the De- 
e A E A E T RS 
H. R. Ño. 1745, for the relief of Granville Garnett, of Owen 
County, Kentucky. 4 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yz 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Rosa V. Jeffre 


resolutions offered by 
that wer Clerk of the House of Representatives be author- 
3 y James M. Johns for services as messenger. 
Refe to the Committee of Accounts . 
that 4,500 additional copies of the Medical and Surgical His- 
‘tory of the War, be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers of this House. Referred to the Committee on 
4 Printing ea bp F 

itions presen’ m— 

8 Louisville, Kentucky, letter-carriers of, for an increase of ł 


V ᷣU— — 205 

Bloom A. A. 855 „praying for an allowance of pay 262 
Price, D. W., for payment of a claim 202 
Akers, Thomas, for payment of a claim 4 262 
Jeffrey, Rosa Vertnor, for payment of a war claim 262 
Gray, W. H., for payment of a claim 262 
Boudinot, Elias as C, 725 relief FT 442 
incidental-remarks by. -.. 2222 22.5 tu 172, 231, 812 


remarks by, on 3 j 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support : 


of the Army for the earen ending June 30, 1878.. 289, 
290, 297, 298, 299, 308, 331, 332 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments 383 
order of: business. fois 5 ic ass einean — 616 
Blacklock, Harry, a page, payment off.. I 282 
Blackman, Luther M., bill (H. R. R. No. $93) for the relief of. : 
introduced by Mr. Thornburgh TC 182 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 182 
Blackwater River in Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 187) for the im- 
provement of. 
introduced by Mr. Good ⁊vI75 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 175 
BLAIR, HENRY W., a 5 from New Hampshire. 
„ e RP PICT OEN 50 


bil introduced by, viz ; 
H. R. No. 915, for the relief of Charles H. Forristall, late a 
9 in Company F, Second Regiment United States 


t NIET ETLI LA AET LITA 235 

referred to 5 Committee on Military Affairs 235 
H. R. No. 916, for the relief of Isaiah Pick ard 235 
referred to the Committee of Claims 235 
II. R. No. 917, for the relief of Sidney P. Luther 235 
referred to ‘the Committee of Claims. 235 


H. R. No. 1230, to facilitate the sale and settlement of the 
public lands ted to aid in the construction of 
railroads and lines of telegraph ...---...---.----- 

referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 
resolutions offered by— 

relating to African explorations. Referred to the Commit- 
toe of Ways and Menne. 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


BLAIR, Henry W.—Continued. 
resolution offered by— 
that the committee clerks who are paid during the session 
only be continued in the employment of the House 
from the adjournment of the present to the opening of 
the next session of Congress, and the Clerk of this 
House is hereby authorized and directed to pay them 
ont of the miscellaneous items of the contingent fund, 


S . E A pA aae 727 
joint resolutions introduced by— 
H. R. No. 52, of thanks to geen, Se! Stanley ene 722 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 722 
I. R. No. 58, fixing the date on which the payment of the 
twenty-one clerks to committees of the House of Re 
resentatives who are paid during the session only 
shall begin. 
reported from the Committee of Accounts 727 


incidental remarks BUyh ni.. 587, 607 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for resumption of specie payments. 268, 269, 278, 279 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
5 


Str esses wens ESA Eey ve 503, 564 
Blakey, George D., bill (H. R. No. 1376) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Caldwell, of Kentucky 356 
referred to the Committee of Claim ss 356 
papers relating to the war claim of waxes 6 282 
Dlancett, William, bill (H. R. No. 1616) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Ca bell 609 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 609 
BLAND, RICHARD P., a Representative from Missouri 
, TT TIFT 27. dadek piin 51 
appointed on committees .......--.-. -i.-.---+---.-------- 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 571, providing for the coinage of standard silver 
dollars, and restoring the monetary function thereof. 189 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 189 


II. R. No. 572, providing for free sale of tobacco by pro- 
Gucers tr — 
‘referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. - 
H. R. No. 573, foß the relief of William J. Piland.......... 
referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs 
II. R. No. 889, for the relief of Mrs. E. D. W. Hatch, of 
Phelps County, c cases chiwesccatavveses 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1093, to authorize the free coi of thestandard sil- 
ver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character.. 
considered and passed by the House 
H. R. No. 1424, for the relief of Andrew Wolcolm, of Rolla, 
Phelps County, C 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
resolutions offered by— 
that there be printed for the use of this House 10,000 addi- 
tional copies of the report of the monetary commis- 
sion authorized by joint resolution of August 15, 1876, 
together with the papers accompanying the same, as 
now printed by order of the Senate, without the evi- 
dence. Referred to the Committee on Printing 
that there be printed for the use of the House 10,000 copies 
of the report of the silver commission, with the ac- 
companying documents and reports 
offered as an amendment to Mr. Singleton’s resolution, 
motion made by Mr. Fort, and to 
‘recommitted to the Committee on Printing 
titions presented bY, from— 
latch, Mrs. E. D. W., to be paid the amount due her late 
r Ga E g T A E E 
Missouri, for a post- route „„ 5 
incidental remarks by... 155, 198, 373 
remarks by, on the— 
Waere bahn 169, 240 
reference of bill (H. R. No. 905) to authorize the free coin- 
age of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its 
legal-tender character 7 
correction of the Rxco w . opua en eens nceens enenne 
bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the 
standard silver dolar, and to restore its legal-tender 
T eee x 
correction of the Journal. 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission 716, 717, 718, 720 
Bleidung, A., and others, petition of, for the improvement of 
the channel of the Mississippi River 
Blessing, Sapien F., bill (H. R. No. 1620) for the relief of. 
iutrodu o b 
referred to the Committee on War Claims „ 


Blick, Mrs. Adelina S., bill (H. R. No. 202) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Jorgensen nn cone eee - eee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ne 

Blind, bill (H. R, No. 1031) to promote the education of the 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky 


referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 


appointed on committees t 
Bliss, C. A., motion withdrawing the papers of......---..-.... 
Bloom, A. 8. tition of, for an allowance of paũ 
bill (H. R. No. 1226) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Blackburn e en e 281 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 281 
motion withdrawing the papers oft...... -2.221 -+ 243 
Bloomington, Illinois, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an in- 
OTORO OF RIDLO +5 ooo. 3 Stand ows oods.endrsenne dace 200 
Letter-carriers Association of, remonstrance of, against dis- 
crimination in salaries... .. e 263 
BLOUNT, James H., a Representative from Georgia— 
e ave seenpUerasccpeeauweenes ET ORT 51 
appointed on committee. sees HAA, 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. Ns ese to 3 an 3 3 district for $ 
e State o ia, and for other purposes 77 
referred to the 8 on the Judiciary 177 
II. R. No. 1213, making an appropriation available for ante 
bellum mail contracts. 8 253 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations............. 253 
H. R. No. 1220, to provide for certain deficiencies in the pay 
of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, and 
for other purposes 4.00 s\ccecscenpebe snini eaS a 281 
reported from the Committee on Appropriations......... 231 
considered and by the House 373-381 
referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations .... 387 
amendments submitted and referred 387 
reported back without amendment and passed by the 
a T N PSIE P R E E 414 
examined and signed ----0+ --<--- 437, 522 
H. R. No. 1334, for the relief of Anthony L. 1 of 
Macon, Georgia, for ordnance stores and supplies 
taken at Knoxville, Tennessee, for the use of the 
United States Army................-- Sah bes — 354 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 354 
motion made by, to ad jour 5 338 
petitions presented by, from— 
Macon, Georgia, city of, to be refunded certain money col- 
lected as taxes by the United States 97 
Graham, French, relating to the claim of... 360 
incidental remarks by ......---. .........----- 64, 230, 254, 371, 373 


remarks by, on the— 
report sro Committee of Accounts concerning committee 
Clerk 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
8 Socal year ending June 30, 1878-..286, 
205, 296, 299, 300, 320 
bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain deficiencies in the 
pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Co: 
374, 375, 376, 


bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and 9 years. . . 583, 

, 590, 591, 592, 593 
Board of Trade, National, memorial from, on the present de- 
pressed condition of the foreign shipping interests of 


the country. Referred. ..--.......----- „ö 236 
Boardman, H. G., bill (H. R. No. 13) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee 169 
referred to the Committee of Claims 169 
Bobbitt, Turner, petition of, for payment of a war claim 200 
Bodine, Magdalin, petition of, fora pension 414 
Boehm Brothers, bi 1055 R. No. 7) to refund duplicate tax to. 
introduced by Mr. Frye . +206 -+--- — 1169 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means TE - 169 
Boggers, Jiles S., bill (H. R. No. 682) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan 193 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. — 193 
reference changed to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
Boggs, Robert F petition o V 19) 
bert P., petition of, for a pension. 
Bows, W. R., bill (H. R. No. 331) for the benefit of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham: 2««« 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 180 
papers relating to war claim of 234 
Bond, Alexander, bill (H. R. No, 80) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vor K 171 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ....-..--..--. 171 


64 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Bond, J. D., and Brother, petition of, for refund of certain tax.. 
bill (H. R. No. 383) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Riddle r 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
motion withdrawing the papers of -22-222 
Bond, John H., and corre prano of, relating to salaries 
Bonded debt of the United States (bill H. R. No. 196) to consol- 
idate the, and reduce interest thereon. 
introduced by Mr. Walker „4b 5 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Bonner, A. F., bill (H. R. No. 1694) for the relief of. 
introdneed by Mr, Lounge 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


Bonnet Carré crevasse, bill (H. R. No. 1351) to stop the, in the 
Mississippi River. 
introduced by Mr. Hooker e 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Booker, Edward, bill Be R. No. 1618) restoring the pension of. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell << 2222.5... 0.2.52. ence. nodale oe 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
eS ANDREN, R., a Representative from Kentucky— 
fenen S ar EAA O cacu sos TALTE TO 


bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 318, to repeal sections 4924, 4925, 4926, 4927, and 
4928 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
referred to the Committee on Patents 
H. R. No. 319, for the relief of A. Gates Les, of McCracken 
County eee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 320, for the relief of Leroy D. Sutton =e 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 321, for the relief of R. C. Smith, of McCracken 
ee e eee te dcstadests seed pede cecesse 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


ee rr rr 


referred to the Committee on Military 
H. R. No. 323, granting a pension to Carlisle Bridges, of 
McCracken County, Kentucky. -...-..-...----- 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 
H. R. No. 1020, to repeal the bankrupt lag 
referred to the Committee on the udiciary .... .2--....- 
H. R. No. 1484, for the relief of Allard & Crozier, of 
McCracken County, Kentucky 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1485, for the relief of W. H. Slack, of McCracken 
> Hanne enn TTI AT qecase 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ... $ 
H. R. No. 1679, for the relief of Catharine and Sophia Ger- 
OAM a E A E AT E A E E AAN, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the House be, and heis 
hereby, authorized and directed to pay to W. 8. Wer- 
rick, out of the contingent fund of the House, $17.50 
for services as page of the House from October 15, 
1877, to October 22, 1877. Referred to the Committee 
of Accounts M AA dae ANA E ERT A 
petitions presented by, from— 
Dunaway, Drury, for a pension ......-.....- 8 ú 
Lee, A. Gates, and R. C. Smith, for payment of a warclaim.. 
Bridges, Carlisle, for a pensi 
Boordman, H. G., petition of, for relief............. 8 
Booth, Hiram, bill (H. R. No. 1445) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Burdick 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Booth, R. W. & Co., and others, petition of, for the repeal of 
the bankrupt lar eas cece coeeecccse 
Boro, Mary and James, petition of, for payment of a war claim.. 
Boston, Massachusetts, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of 
for an increase of salaries ........ 2... 22.6 2. eneeee 
Boswell, John S., bill (H. R. No. 339) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham ———- . 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ` 
Bouck, GABRIEL, a Representative from Wisconsin—: 
attended 
erin on eommittess ls oon 0 tast cocens panas ces 29 8 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 720, for the relief of John Eaton 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1134, to repeal subdivision 3, of section 630 of 
ohapter 7 of the Revised Statutes of the United Sta 
entitled “Circuit Court Jurisdiction“ > 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Williams, J. L., and others, for an increase of the salaries 
of letter- carriers ss000+ sceces soneee 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, fora light-honseat Menomonee.. 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a survey of Wolf River 


Page. 
Bouck, GABRIEL—Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a light-house and fog-signal.. 199 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for the survey of the Saint Croix 1 0 
ü F 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for the completion of a ship- 
AA LA rE AE T AAAA I ns heage anal 199 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for fish-ways in the Fox River.. 199 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for the improvemeut of the Oneida 
ANGIE ecommerce rene meth pana teeters eee ce a Coat 199 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a right of way and land grant.. 199 
Boudinot, Elias C., petition of, for relief 442 
Bounties, bills for the equalization of, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs— 
bill (H. R. No. 389) introduced by Mr. Thornburgh........- 182 
bill (H. R. No. 445) introduced by Mr. Hunte 184 
bill (II. R. No. 554) introduced by Mr. Bayes ne 18 
bill (H. R. No. 719) introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin. 194 
bill (H. R. No. 745) introduced by Mr. Phillidfss 195 
bill (H. R. No, 1301 introduced by Mr. Freeman 353 
bill (H. R. No. 1391) introduced by Mr. Fuller 356 
Bowen, M., and others, petition of, in behalf of the trastees of 
the Judson Female College. 327 
Bowers, Catharine, 5 of, for a pension vessaa JAB 
Bowers, Eliza, bill (H. R. No. 115) granting a pension to. 
introduced y Mr. White, of Pennsylvania 173 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 173 
Bowers, Van B., bill (H. R, No. 824) for the relief of. - 
introduced by Mr. Pollard .... 2.22. 22.0.2 cece cece cence cone 
referred to the Committee of Claims 209 
pa relating to the petition of, for reimbursement 262 
Bowling, J. W., and J. S. Golladay, petition of, for payment for 
whisky libeled and sold by the Government 206 
Box, James B., petition of, for payment of a war claim 200 
Boyd, Jethro M., bill (H. R. No. 432) for the relief of— 
introduced by ur Hinten vases 184 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............. 184 
papers relating to the claim of - 134 
Boyb, Tuomas A., a Representative from Illinois 
n.. Maag CaaS peep 51 
appointed on committees....-..--- 22. +++++----+eeesee eee 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
II. R. No. 1244, for the relief of Charles E. Fahnestock..... 325 
referred to the Committee of Claims 326 
H. R. No. 1545, for the relief of Ann Gregory, widow of 
Charles N. en tas en ue Pact. lic and Toer 605 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- oe 
Bosiacsuseepecceucas T U E T VADA E AEE 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 59, authorizing pay- 
ment of employés of the House of Representatives 
their salaries for time served by them during the 
present session of Congress, without having taken the 
oath prescribed by law.. 798 
reported from the Committee of Accounts 798 
considered and nr 798 
petitions pereon by, from— 
Peoria, Illinois, letter-carriers of, and others, for an increase 
OF BAIATION IRATOT ET LIATI TINTE TIATA TS 148 
Wilson, Joseph F., for indemnity for certain land........ 148, 205 
Levis, Brinton, for a VVV 
Fahnestock, Charles E., for relief. . 621 
Boyle, Patrick, and others, petition of, for an increase of thesal- 
aries of letter- carriers 166 
Boyle, Watson, messenger to the S er, payment of........- 726 
Brackenridge, Mary E. bill (H. R. No. 1113) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 
papers relating to the war claim off. e 
Bradford, Mary P., bill (H. R. No. 429) for the relief of. 
introduced by Me: Yone E SNE Bie AES ESERIA N a) 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 184 
Bradley, Moses, bill (H. R. No. 49) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps -22020.0005 ALANT by tess 170 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 170 
Brady, W. J. and William P., petition of, for relief............ 227 
Brace, EDWARD S., a Representative from Wisconsin 
ee e . versed senses 51 
appointed on committees... 2. 2.2. wee ee aon uge ccc nee reede 198 
leave of absence granted to 1 
resolution offered 


y, that the claim of James B. Belford and 
Thomas M. Patterson to a seat upon the floor of the 
House as Representatives from the State of Colorado 
in the Forty-fifth Congress be referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee of the House, to be appointed, with 
instructions to pe add what was the day fixed by law 
for the election of a member of the Forty-fifth Con- 
to represent the State of Colorado, Offered 
as a substitute for Mr. Harris’s resolution and with- 

Wm 1 1 161, 162 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


BRAGG, EDWARD S.— Continued. 


petitions presented by, from— 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
MAKIN Date AA f penslon i3 
athieu ina, arrearage o Pine 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for eee mail facilities 99 


1 
remarks by, on o Colorado contested-election case.. .160, 161, 162 
Bragg, J. M. = others, bill (H. R. No. 415) for the relief of. 


introdu T 188 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 183 
Bramford, Captain Robert C., bill (H. R. No. 147) granting a 
pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Wall pipapas N 174 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions NES Se 174 
papers relating to the pee of, for a pension 340 
Bramhall, M , bill (H R. No. 140) for the relief of the 
be orpo eniyan of. 
introduced by Mr. Hardenberg. . .. 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
papers relating to the war claim of - 386 
Brandy bill (H. R. No. 1075) concerning manufacture of. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri . 240 
3 to the Committee of Ways and Means 240 
Brannin, Summers & Co., bill (H. R. No, 354) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, Of. Kentucky. pg 181 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 181 
Bratton t bill (H. R. No. 308) for the relief of. 
introduced nee op aako abe SR rer 180 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.........-..-. 180 
Braxton, John S. petition of, to be reimbursed certain moneys. 234 


Brazil, joint resolution (H. R. No. 8) to arrange a treaty of com- 
merce with. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Breinneiss, e and others, bill (H. R. No. 580) for the 
ef o 
introduced by Mr. Crittenden ..--..1.--.....-..- -smes 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Brenham, mage VA (H. R. No. 1722) for relief of certain citi- 
zens of. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings ET T 
1 0 mo 8 7 5 E No. Ihen — —ü — tonnes 
rennan, Catharine, bill (H. 0. granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of 8 5 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Brenneman, Henry, and others, petition of, for an increase of 
the salaries of letter- C 
BRENTANO, LORENZO, a Representative from Hlinois— 
/ I A AIS A . Sanateeese 5 51 
appointed on committees.......-- AANT OSTAT PERT Se 
leave of absence nted WW 98 kd SATE 7 
bills introduced aes 
H. R. No. 546 tae the relief of Edwin A. Clifford, of Evan- 
ston, Illinois f:. ——. 8 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
II. R. No. 547, to amend section 3244 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, relating to certain special 
taxes im by the internal-revenue law 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means . 
H. R. No. 1398, to establish a uniform rule and to provide 
for uniform certificates of naturalization... -.. 8 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar g 
H. R. No. 1555, for the relief of John B. Slack, Iate an acting 
third assistant engineer of the United States Navy. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
resolutions offered by— 
that it is in the y AR of good government and a re- 
formed system of civil service that all officers in the 
civil service of the United States who in compensa- 
tion for their services as such receive a salary of at 
least $2,500 and upward shall devote their whole time 
to the performance of their official duties, and shall 
not be permitted to carry on any other business of any 
nature whatever. Referred to the Committee on Civil 
r ys cuss ped ape Weds pass vacwedonden sic ve 
petitions presented by, from— 
Chicago, Illinois, united trade unions of, and others, for cer- 
tain changes in the homestead lag 
Clifford, Edwin A., for relief . . 


— —U Un «i ee went eww wne 


appointed on oommit tees 
leave of absence granted o coc ene nenne we 
petitions presented by, from Michigan, for a post route be- 
227, 262 


tween Clarkson and Oxfo 


Pago. 
Brewster & Co., petition of, to be refunded certain taxes paid ron 


Brewster, Victoria L., a of, for a pension 
Brice, James, bill okt No. 9 Tor the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin 5 188 
referred to the Centre bee Gi V 188 
papers relating to the claim of, for Indian depredations 2 339 
a B. A., bill (H. R. No. 969) for the relief of. 
uced by Mr. Felton . 236 
relented to the Committee on Commerce wanes 236 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims......... 373 
Brid Carlisle, i os eee of, for a pension 8 243 
bill (H. R. No. granting a pension to. 
ub ned r dies „5 190 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions - 180 
BRIDGES, SAMUEL A., a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
3 CC F 51 
inted on committee 198 
ti as eee by, viz; H. R. No. 1533, for the relief of Robert 5 
e Committee of Claim. . 582 
incidental remarks by. t 4„4„%ëk 585 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making a pria- 
tions for the sup 50 of the Army for the Hern vie 
endine JUNG Ol, Li .as sven sound aA Enea eS eres 294 
BRIGGS, James F., a W from New Hampshire 
a aI AEP E EATA E LO A O Ar S 50 
appointed on committees .---- 5 .---0+ eee cee eee eee nnee 198 
BRIGHT, JOHN M., a Representative from Tennesseo— 
ELIE, Pr Gap el ts ta aE ert A Cae LS rr 51 
appointed on committee 197, 198 
fers of absence granted to „ „„ „„ 3 - 198 
bills introduced pions: 
H. R. 2 368, pension to James B. Treadwell, 


or of the e Righty. lch Regiment ee 

Vo a PE E . ͤ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 369, providing for the free coinage s of silver dollars, 


and for ing the same a legal tender e 182 
referred to the Committee on Mines and Mining .....-.. 132 
H. R. No. 370, to repeal the act of January 14, 1875, for the 
resumption of specie payments 182 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 182 
H. R. No. 371, for the relief of J. W. Bürbridge & Co. and 
Robert H. Montgomery 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 182 
H. R. No. 372, for the relief of Mrs. Martha A. Stevens 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
H. R. No. 373, for the relief of Ann P. Samen ot Tennessee.. 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
H. R. No. 374, for the relief of A. Faulkner and others, of 
Sooo S E EEEN 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 182 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the House shall pro- 
ceed in the presence of the House to draw the names 
of members, who shall choose their seats for the 
present Congress, Amendment offered by Mr. South- 
ard and accepted as a modification of Mr. Bright’s 
zento c E T 54 
pen tons resented b from 
pepper obertson, or payment of a war claim ......-..... 133 
idge, J. W., & Co., for payment of a war claim 133 
use. rs. Ann. P., for payment of a war claim 133 
Stevens, Martha A We for payment of a war claim 133 
Harrison, James G., for compensation as a revenue officer.. 133 
incidental remarks by * W „ pacsen 54 


remarks by, on the— 
South Carolina contested election case—second district.... 68 
ang contested 5 S 146, 147, 148 


bill (H. Ro No. 1674) ting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. 8 80 
referred to the Committee 8 on Invalid Pensions 5 
British Provinces, trade with the, resolution 955 Mr. Morse 
that the Secre of the Treasury be uested to 
communicate to the House of Representatives, com- 
plete statements of the trade and commerce on land 
and by sea of the United States with the British Pos- 
sessions in North America in the years 1875 and 1876, 
with information concerning the former reciprocity 
system between said territories, or a more extended 
or modified application of a reciprocity system, as he 
may be able to furnish. Referred .......---..--.... 
Brittain, M. L., and others, bill ee No TE for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Vance se--24-----2 enen> 2 turers 


Broadwell, M. L., 5 relating to the war claim off 
BROGDEN, CURTIS a Representatives from North Carolina— 
attended - „444444444444 „ „444 ee tone tenes 


66 
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BROGDEN, Curtis H.—Continued. 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 232, to modify and amend the internal-revenue 


SRWR so ccas cedSanshanenneer le podene =e EER 9 177 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 177 
H. R. No. 1659, for the improvement of the Neuse River, in 
Foo T 722 
referred to the Committee on Commerc s----- ==- 722 
petitions presented by, from— 
Moore, Sophia B., for payment of a war claim........---.. 148 
North Carolina, for certain post-routes......-.-.---..----- 727 
Brooklyn, New York, citizens of, petition of, for an increase of 
the salaries of letter-carriers .........--.-.------..- 
letter-carriers of, petitions of, for an increase of salaries.. . 133, 148 
Brosman, Ellen J., papers relating to war claim of .........--. 206 
Brothertown Indians, petition of, for certain land patents. . . 283 


Brothertown reservation, in the State of Wisconsin, bill (H. R. 
No. 1135) authorizing issue of a patent to certain 
lands on the. 

introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin .....--.-..-..---. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 


Brower, George W., bill (H. R. No. 1626) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Macke 35 609 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 609 

Brown, Mrs. Altimirah, petition of, for pay and bounty due her 

FE ² AV ssesessees Laou Lh 622 

Brown, George W., petition of, that additional intérest be al- 

lowed vas the award of Alabama Claims 134 

Brown, Henry, bill (H. R. No. 491) granting a pension to. 
tatroduced by Mr. Elen cence Dna aae 186 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 

Brown, John, bill (H. R. No. 1211) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Vauncs „ 253 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 253 

Brown, Mrs. M. V., papers relating to war claim ttt. 221 

Brown, Mrs, Rehma, petition of, for pay and bounty due her 

eee A P AA SE 622 

Brown, Septimus, petition of, for payment of a war claim 134 

Brown, Thomas W., bill (H. R. No. 531) restoring the name of, 

to the pension-roll, 
introduced by Mr. Hendersoen 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions Hehe as ri 

Browne, Tuomas M., a Representative from Indiana 
1777777) JV A A E 51 
appointed on committees ........---.----..-- Seek P SE 193 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 463, to amend section 3280, title 35, Revised 
Statutes of the United States 185 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Meaus 185 
H. R. No. 464, granting a pension to James C. Bates, of 
Randolph County, Indiana ...-.-..---.--- 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
H. R. No. 465, granting a pension to Martha A. Jones, of 
Wayne County, Indian. 185 
refe to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .-.. 185 
H. R. No. 1251, granting a pension to Adelia Vogle, mother 
of Nicholas Vogle, late private in Company G, One 
hundred and first Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer 
ff.. ..... ̃ ĩ TA T eens 328 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 328 
H. R. No. 1252, to authorize the President of the United 
States to place the name of James Wier Graydon, 
United States Navy, on the lieutenants’ list in such 
place as to make his date and rank correspond with 
the date of his enlistment in the volunteer Army of 
She United States. ð ͤ . oannes Kosman 328 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 328 
petition presented by, from Clement R. Strahan, to be paid 
certain money e 360 
incidental remarks bj „ 615, 806 
remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 38.] . 

Browne, William R, bill (H. R. No. 837) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Lapham .------------- 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 209 

Browning, George H., petition of, for a gomon . 622 

Browning, Comes nin ill (II. R. No. 1045) to place on the pen- 

sion-ro 
introduced by Mr. Thornburgh.........--...-------- Sasehs - 239 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
Brownsville, Galveston, and Houston, bill (H. R. No. 280) con- 
cerning the transportation of merchandise to. 
introduced by Mr. Gibso mn. 178 
referred to the Committee on Commerce . 

Bruner, Elias D., bill 1 ꝗ— R. No. 1248) for the relief of. 
introduced: by Mr. Tucker 327 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 327 

Bruner, Henry, petition of, for a pension 327 


Page. 


Brunswick, Georgia, bill (H. R. No. 252) to appropriate money 
for improvement of harbor at. 


introduced by Mr. Hartridg ee 177 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 177 
commissioners of pilotage for, and others, memorial of, against 
the re of the law for compulsory pilotage- ...... 386 
Brutchie, Carl, bill (H. R. No. 1005) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. MeMahon N 233 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
Bryan, R. T., petition of, for pay for salary tables 221 
Bryan, Thomas G., appointed a page, payment offt 211, 232 
Bryant, R. E., petition of, for compensation for services as an 
ATM OCA xe ts L O vans O E ether eere 
Bubier, Hon. Samuel M., and others, memorial of, for an increase 
of the salaries of letter-carriers.-.--.......---....-. 223 
Buchanan, A. H., bill (H. R. No. 875) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. House 22... 2-5 0's ieee ap acoj cove veces 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 210 
Buchanan, J., bill (H. R. No. 1340) restoring to the pension-roll. 
introduced by Mr. Smith, of Georgia..........--...-..-.--. 355 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 355 
Buchanan, Colonel Robert €., bill H. R. No. 623) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan q 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
papers relating to claim off A pee Bes 244 
Buck; Charlotte, petition of, for a pension 244 
Buck, Joln A., and others, petition of, for clearing the channel 
of the Eastern Penobscot River 206 
Buckley, William, bill (H. R. No. 991) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Saler 237 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
bill (H. R. No. 1366) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Banning.--..-.-.-.-.--.---.-----. ------ 356 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 356 
papers relating to the petition of, for a pension - 510 
Buckner, AYLETT H., a Representative from Missouri— 
Wenden 8 51 
appointed on committees «c 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 596, to amend section 540, chapter 1, title 13, Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States 190 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 190 
H. R. No. 813, to provide for building a market-house on 
square 446 in the city of Washington, District of 
Columbia < ance secnck esses coceciswcneyssnaesposcuwess 208 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 208 
H. R. No. 905, to authorize the free coinage of the standard 
silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character.. 232 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights,and Measures- 233 
H. R. No. 1081, to repeal all pt laws now in force, 
and for other purposes 220s. encore none 240 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .........--- 240 
H. R. No. 1082, for the national education of women 240 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 240 
II. R. No. 1083, for the relief of Eugene Leitensdorfer 240 
referred to the Committee of Claims 240 
H. R. No. 1084, to abolish the board of commissioners of the : 
Metropolitan police of the District of Columbia 240 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 240 
H. R. No. 1409, to authorize the Third Auditor of the Treas- 
ury to examine the evidence of payments made by 
the State of Missouri to State troops serving in the 
Union Army, and also the evidence as to supplies fur- 
nished to troops, and which are i unpaid.......... 357 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 357 
H. R. No. 1410, for the improvement of the Missouri River 
from the city of Saint Charles to the mouth of said 
river, and to prevent the erosion of its banks in Point 
Prairie, in Saint Charles County, Missouri 357 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 357 
H. R. No. 1411, to prevent the sale of policy or lottery tickets 
in the District of Columbia 5 357 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 357 
H. R. No. 1412, to prevent depredations upon property in 
the District of Columbia 357 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 357 
H. R. No. 1413, granting a pension to Solomon T. Kauble, 
porate in the Fifth Cavalry, Ninetieth Regiment In- 
i Volunteers cc 357 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 
joint resolution introduced by, (H. R. No. 29,) proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
restricting the application of the fifteenth amendment 
671 dT 240 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...........-. 240 
petitions presented by, from— 
McGill, J. D., for pay for advertising 3 148 
Newman, William H., and L. A. Van Hoofman, for compen- 
sation for the use of their mills..... R 148 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Page. 
BUCKNER, AYLETTE H.—Continued. 
petitions presented by, from 


Lincoln County, Missouri, farmers of, relating to currency.. 166 
Gaines, Gideon, for of pension 166 
Missouri, for a post- route from High Hill to L’Outre Island.. 166 
Missouri, citizens of, relating to the currency..--..-..-..-- 339 
Saint James mission, relating to the land grant of.. . 442 
Missouri, for a CCT 62¹ 
incidental remarks by. . 55, 121, 163, 234, 255, 328, 458, 464, 511, 615 
remarks by, on the 
Colorado contested-election case —— 139, 141, 142 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments 228, 
465, 467, 468, 469, 470, 471, 616 
reference of bill (H. R. No. 905) to authorize the free coinage 
of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal- 
tender character... 44 sevens 232 
Order Of business psec ccc sersccnsiceseccss 425, 515, 527, 528 
admission of Lyne S. Metcalfe as Representative from the 
, ccc euss cost ence 514 
DOING Of OFdGire r a a osaeenee 527 
personal explanation 444 581 
Buckner, Harvey P., bill (H. R. No. 1657) to restore the pension of. 
introduced by Mr. Vance PEE ERP EL TO - 722 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions - TR 
Buder, E. and W., bill (H. R. No. 1066) granting relief to. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell. ...--..----.----.- eas pwned 240 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 240 
Buffalo, New York, citizens of, petition of, relating to currency-. 360 
Board of Trade of, PTER ge; for the improvement of the 
e e ee 260 
Bullard, William, bill (H. R. No. 423) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell...... .-..--0-+- s-scccceeenc eevee 183 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions . 183 
Bullock, Alfred D., petition of, for compensation for injuries... 727 
BUNDY, SOLOMON, a Representative from New York— 
Otlended yoo oie. v / russien Geka 51 
appointed on committees . S 198 
leave of absence granted to p-s rasens qroaperescce 360 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 927, for the relief of James 
W. Glover, postmaster at Oxford, New Tork 235 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads . 235 
petitions presented by, from— 
Heater, doun for payment of a war claim...........-..... 221 
McDonald, Maurice, for a GOED can oe pad she estes kone 227 
Durbridge, J. W., & Co. and Robert H. Montgomery, petition 
of, for paroon: of a war claim 18 
bill (H. R. No. 371) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Bright. 22.. Serer 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 


attended 
appointed on committees , 
bills introduced by, viz: 


H. R. No. 534, to amend laws relating to internal revenue. 187 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 187 
H. R. No, 535, for the relief of the executors of the estate of 
Jobn S. Miller, deceased . 50- c 22s owe conn cons 187 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 187 
H. R. No. 536, for the relief of W. C. Snyder, of Illinois.. 187 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 187 
H. R. No. 537, for the relief of William P. Hazard. 187 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 187 
H. R. No. 538, granting a pension to William M. Dillon, of 
nr . eed poads - 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 187 
petitions presented by, from— 
Staplin, George W. $, and others, for a pension 76 
Boggs, Robert P., for a pension 5 5 199 
incidental remarks byʒůy y 169, 204, 214, 215, 399, 814 
remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
rovide for the resumption of specie payments 494 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30,1878.. 512 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission 717, 720 
Ponti alorder ß AA A 812 
BURDICK, THEODORE W., a Representative from Iowa— 
Aonde cccteen venaices cc 51 
appointed on committees... - 2.22.22. 2-- 2s eee owen es en enee 198 
leave of absence granted too 243 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1444, to indemnify the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of John Rice Jones, deceased, for the lands sold 
and otherwise appropriated by the United States 
within the limits of certain confirmed private land 
claims in the State of Illinois, and to quiet titles. 358 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 358 


BURDICK, THEODORE W.—Continued. 


bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1445, for the relief of Hiram Booth, late private 


EW ops tadcun dade anges AA 358 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 358 
H. R. No. 1598, to t a pension to Sally Allen Doroning, 
maa of Samuel P. Doroning, a soldier of the war of ae 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.... 608 
H. R. No. 3 the relief of George W. Maher pesee 725 
referred to the Committee of Claims Swans, ae 
H. R. No. 1 for the relief of E. Troisquos.........----. 725 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 725 
H. R. No. 1727, for the relief of John Henderson 725 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 725 
H. R. No. 1754, for the relief of Selmar Seibert.. 810 
referred to the Committee of Claims 810 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 

to pay to James M. Johns the sum of $300, forservices 

as messenger from the 4th day of December, 1876, to 

the 4th day of March, 1877, to be paid out of the con- 

tingent fund of the House. Referred to the Commit- 

tee Of Abedunts .- wae cenges aangas cavccnacce cous cone 
petitions presented by, from— 

Jones, Jolin Rice, heirs of, for indemnity for lands sold by 

s Uhited States 5 fn. 5 Sse E E es 76, 413 
Wheeler, Henry, and others, for an increase of the salaries 

r |< I poss vacs EAR 133 
Jones, George W., for the settlement of his accounts 199 
Bleidung, A., and others, for the improvement of the chan- 

nel of the Mississippi River 
Government Printing Office, printers and bookbinders of, 

SOR TOMBE 2 ee ccabananiusaee scores aare . 
incidental remarks by...-.. . 00005 . 372 
remarks by, on the— 

bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the re- 

snmption act. [See appendix, page 49. 

Burgess, William S., and others, petition of, to be refundea 

Sn ͤIuluß. Q 
bill (H. R. No. 414) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mx, Dibrenl coe ropo cwnecccews senne ce 183 
referred to the Committee of Claims 183 
Burke, Charles C., papers relating to war claim of 263 
Burlington, Iowa, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase 
of salaries CCC 
Burnett, 15 G., bill (H. R. No. 671) for the relief of the heirs 
of. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings .-.. .---2. coos eee-seee-e 193 
referred to the Committee of Claims 193 
papers relating to the claim of, fortimber taken by theArmy.. 282 
Burnett, William, petition of, for pay as chaplain 622 
Burns, W. H., petition of, for compensation for Sibley tents... 227 
Burrows, H. T., Doorkeeper’s department, payment of 372 
Burwell, Armestead, tion of, for payment of a war claim 206, 214 
Burwell, W. P., petition of, for compensation for tobacco lost.. 97 
Busbee, Jessie J., bill (H. R. No. 426) for the relief of. 
o T tenes 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 184 
B BENJAMIN F., a Representative from Massachusetts— 
I ᷣͤ . ˙dꝙ. ei... tenes 50 
appointed on committees A RAAE E E AT, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 21, to re the several sections of the Revised 
Statutes embracing the tenure-of-civil-office act 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y. 2 169 
H. R. No. 22, for the distribution to those who are entitled 
to it of the remainder of the Geneva award...-....... 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ..........--- 169 
H. R. No. 1262, for the relief of Rollin White, of Massachu- a 
POUR Se fice eo Sda Seen we eccdsdindnd bhi se5 buns aepesbios 
referred to the Committee on Patents 352 
H. R. No. 1263, to aid in the construction of the Southern 
Maryland Railroad, and for other purposes 352 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals 352 
H. R. No. 1264, for the relief of certain contractors for the 
construction of vessels of war and steam machinery. 35 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 352 
H. R. No. 1491, to give to the Court of Claims jurisdiction 
of certain claims by the States of the Union against 
the United: Staten. <= wscasne sav AEE T 399 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .........-.- 399 
H. R. No. 1532, to provide a method for the settlement and 
adjustment of the accounts of the attorney of the 

United States for the District of Columbia 582 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 582 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House 798 
motion made by, to adjour“n.n nnn s22------- 413, 598 
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BUTLER, BENJAMIN F.—Continued. 
resolutions offered by— 
that a select committee of seven be appointed with author- 
ity to inquire into the manner of ventilating the Hall 
of the House of Representatives; also to inquire 
into the 1 of so changing the location of 
this Hall as to bring into it air and light; to re- 
report the expenses of such alteration and change; 
also to éxamine and report what, if any, changes can be 
made to secure such acoustic properties as will enable 
members to hear the proceedings therein so as to be 
‘able intelligently to transact the public business. 


ROR RE AA E CEL PEES ET IO A. 
that the Committee on the J beara x fs and they are here- 
by, authorized and requested to examine into the par- 


liamentary precedents in case of the imprisonment of 
members, and report whether there has been any in- 
vasion of the rights and privil of this House ; 
whether the detention of Robert Smalls is legal and 
983 and what, if any, action ought to be taken 

y the House under the circumstances of this case, 
and report thereon: forthwith. Offered as a substi- 
tute for Mr. Townsend’s resolution and accepted 


petitions presented by, from— 

Pitman, Henry F., and Samuel H. Brown, for payment of a 
N ² i! tose EA counhee os 

Day, Charles H., for an increase of pension 
Curby, Abraham, for an increase of pension 
Barrett, Dwight A., for a pension 
Hoyt, Mrs. AS SOE POM iusanc chines sscscesceues 
Webber, Mrs. Mary C., for compensation for services ren- 
dered by her late husband 
Longfellow, Henry W., and others, for aid to Mrs. Mary C. 
e wbisroscckee secant oes decsats 
Lowell, Massachusetts, letter-carriers of, and others, for an 
auer sc Scccccncnecs stones ciesassevawe 
Tarbox, John K., and others, for an increase of the salaries 
earn ET ESOT ELLIT EA 
Daos Thomas J., for leave to present his claim for sery- 
7 PSE RAIO EA PII IT C 
Massachusetts, State of, relating to the expenses of coast 
deen coectscccec oa ous 


Ferguson, Robert B., for compensation for damages.. Js 
Barnes, Eliza A., for a pension FTT 
Finan, Eleanor M., for a pension 3 e 
Carney, Margaret, for a pension 
Kleingolz, William, for the correction of his military rec- 


GJ casase Ar OOA o 
Prince, Lucian, relating to the transportation of animals. 
Disbrow, Benjamin M., guardian, for an appropriation to 


soriy eee OTTATI VELIA 

sees at Ts. ha, for compensation for services in the 

WING cosnurcdcvertecbubeccoecceseceaae ay 
incidental remarks by..-.-....--- 3520 203, 212, 


remarks by, on the 

South Carolina contested-eleetion case — first district ...... 
Louisiana contested-election case—sixth district. 
Colorado contested- election case 
resolution authorizing the Committee on the J 3 to 
inquire into the cause of the imprisonment of Hon. 
Robert Smalls, a member of the House, in the State 
ned x 

bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 

tiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and 33 ag 

, 587, , 597 


ADE OF A ALIA TS CETL OAOA ATI T. 594, 


ill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the 
wreck of the United States steamer Huron 
Butler, ica shape C., bill (H. R. No. 576) for the relief of the 
eirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Hatcher 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Butler, John M., custodian of papers, payment ohh. 
Butler, Rev. Dr., nominated for Chaplain of the House 
Butler, Robert, bill (H. R. No. 79) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Torn 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Butler, Thomas, bill (H. R. No. 45) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Phel 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Butt, George W., petition of, for a pension 
Byers, Charlotte A., bill (H. R. No. 1306) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stenger 
referred to the Committee on War Claims... 
Byers, William, bill (H. R. No. 1706) for the reli 
introduced by Mr. Gausee 2.2.2... 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
petition of, for pay as a member of Congress............... fs 


——— ũ ᷑2333V35ũ 2 


203 


399 
593 
597 


Byrd, Bright, bill (H. R. No. 1344) ting a pension to. 
quéroduned by Me: Williaa of ADADA SA IAAT, 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


O. 


CABELL, GEORGE C., a Representative from Virginia 
ended eee e e ee A 
appointed on committees ...... 73777 acemuscesadeases 
leave of absence granted to eee 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 182, to authorize manufacturers of tobacco and 
snuff to transfer to their factories licorice and other 
ingredients used in preparations of tobacco and snuff 
SOO OF r Sess oes pcre an eretioueaay pactueee 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 183, to amend an act granting pensions to certain 
soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No. 865, to provide for the erection of a public build- 
ing in the town of Danville, Virginia 

referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. . 

H. R. No. 866, to repeal so much of section 3251 of the Re- 
vised Statutes and subsequent or existing laws as im- 
poses a revenue tax upon spirits distilled from apples, 
peaches, and other fruits 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 867, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to the owners thereof the value of all cotton and 
tobacco seized under direction of the Treasury, or any 
vor Department of the Government, since April 10, 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 868, for the survey of Staunton River from Roa- 
noke Station, in the county of Charlotte, to Brook 
Neal, in the county of Campbell, State of Virginia.. 

referred to the Committee on Commerce ooo 

H. R. No. 869, for the survey of New River, from the lead 
mines in Wythe, to the mouth of Wilson, in Grayson 
County, Virginia ALATT 

referred to the Committee on Co 

H. R. No. 944, for the survey of Dan River, between Clarks- 


ville, Virginia, and Danbury, in the State of North ' 


Carolina, and appropriating $10,000 therefor........ 
referred to the Committee on Commerce—ꝛ 
H. R. No. 945, to refund to John R. Pace & Co., of Danvill 
Virginia, the sum of $236.20, improperly collected o 
them by William L. Fernald, collector of internal 
revenue for the fourth district of Virginia 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 946, to reduce the tax upon manufactured tobacco, 
and to regulate the tax upon dealers in, and producers 
Of NORIANIONNOO, AIN ANTEO 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1319, for the relief of A. H. Herr, of Georgetown, 
Hirse so osu AE IY ot SATE 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1616, granting a pension to William Blancett.... 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 
H. R. No. 1 a pension to Philip Howerton, of 
Halifax County, ieginia, a soldier of the war of 1812. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No, 1618, restoring to the pension-rolls the name of 
Edward Booker, of the county of Henry, State of 
Virginia, a soldier of the war of 18122 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
petition presented by, from Abram H. Herr, for payment of a 
War claim „t 44444 veee 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making fot ee 
for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1878 0000 case TEN T 
Carn, Renan H., a Representative from South Carolina 
attended See anne n 
inas on committees .. 05.2. erann eee Erason RAVO URA 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1660, for the relief of Saint 
Michael's church, Charleston, South Carolina 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
petitions presented by, from— 
Charleston, South Carolina, Saint Michael’s church of, for 
a refund of duties on bells > 
Plowden, Walter D., relating to the claim of 
remarks by, on the South Carolina contested-election case— 
second district ee ccen tesna nore 
Cais, Ferdinand, joint resolution (H. R. No. 30) concerning the 
claims of the personal representatives of. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.-...... ase 
papers relating to the petition of, for the consideration of their 
claim 
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introduced by Mr. Darrall.. o-oo nnn „„ „44 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.......--. ..-.------ 237 
CALDWELL, JOHN W., a Representative from Kentucky— 
attended ........ PEIPOT UTRI E O TT 51 
appointed on committees.....-.--..----.---- S 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1376, for the relief George D. Blakey, late collector 
of internal revenue for the second district of Ken- 
80 taps cb ee ees cee coccdssbaawn suksab enue s 356 
referred to the Committee of Claims 356 
H. R. No. 1592, for the relief of R. D. Salmons and others.. 608 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 608 
H. R. No. 1680, for the relief of John M. Elder 723 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 723 
resolutions offered by, that the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives pay G. J. Houston for services shel as 
laborer in the Doorkeeper’s department of the House, 
Referred to the Committee of Accounts 2372 
petitions presented by, from 
8 J. H., and others, for the repeal of the bankrupt ee 
JJ. scent connie PP ISELI ITA EIA N 
Southern Kentucky, citizens of; that the State be divided 
into two judicial districts................----..---- 206 
Watkins, Williams, for the payment of certain money 206 
Pointer, John A., for bounty s--2-+ +--+ 206 
saat R. D., and others, for the repeal of the bankrupt one 
MEE PEO SS A ERE E E EN AE 22 
Blakey, D., for payment of a war claim 282 
Houston, G. J., for compensation for services in the Door- 
ig Se deparGnent. Jrios spc css snewel Urea hace esa - 386 
Salmons, R. D., agent, for payment of a war claim 634 
Elder, John M., for payment of a war claim 634 
Wright, George, & Sons, relating to the tax on Whisky 816 
incidental remarks bunu 719 
CALDWELL, WILLIAM P., a Representative from Tennessee— 
I c 51 
appointed on committees. ........--...-... 3 197, 198 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 430, for the relief of John 
Clinton, postmaster at Brownsville, Tennesseo 
referred to the Committee of Claims 2 184 
petitions presented by, from 
Parkison, James A., for arrears of pension .........--..... 360 
Reed, William B., for ayment of a war clam 727 
Caler, James, bill (H. R. No. 39) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr: Phelps «„ 170 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 170 
Calhoun, Tennessee, Cumberland Presbyterian church at, peti- 
tion of, for payment of a war claim 799 
California, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended : Horace Davis, Horace Fran- 
cis Page, John K. Luttrell, Romualdo Pacheco 51 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No, 721) to a priate money for the completion 
of the stone dry-dock and other public works at Mare 
Island navy-yard, California. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell.............. ioe P EAER 195 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations 195 
bill (H. R. No. 723) to t to the State of California the 
sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections of all mineral 
lands Levey a to the United States in the State of 
California, for common-school purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell 195 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 195 
bill H. R. No. 730) relating to the equitable and legal rights 
of parties in possession of certain lands and improve- 
ments thereon in California, and to provide jurisdic- 
tion to determine those rights. 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of California. 195 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 195 
bill (H. R. No. 831) relating to the equitable and legal 
rights of parties in possession of certain lands, and 
improvements thereon, in California, and to provide 
jurisdiction to determine those rights. 
introduced by Mr. Denison 209 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 209 
bill (H. R. No. 880) to appropriate money to improve the 
navigation of the Sacramento River. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell ...... . 210 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 210 
bill (H. R. No. 881) to appropriate money for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Feather River, California, 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell .........--. .--.-. 22-2222. 210 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 210 
bill (H. R. No. 1153) to encourage the introduction of a sup- 
ply of fresh water on the desert west of Fort Yuma. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell smes 250 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 250 


California, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 

ill (H. R. No, 1155 3 money for the purchase 
of a site and erection of a building for a post-office 
and other Government offices in the city of Sacra- 
mento, State of California. 

introduced by Mr. Page. 2.2. <2 225. r ° 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
bill (H. R. No. 1185) for the 8 of certain Indian war 


bonds of the State of ifornia. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs -.-. douuo daois ened 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 


bill (H. R. No. 1457) to appropriate money for the comple- 
Hion and improvement of the Benecia Arsenal, Cali- 
‘ornia. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell.........-.....---. sees 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations............ 
bill (H. R. No. 1458) to provide for the erection of a light- 
house at San Luis Obispo Harbor, in the State of Cali- 
fornia. 
introduced by Mr. Pacheco 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ......-.....-.... 
bill (H. R. No, 1538) to provide for the purchase of a site 
and commencement of a building for the post-office at 
San Francisco, California, 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of California e 
referred to the Committee on Appropriationss 
bill (H. R. No. 1621) to appro riate money for the survey 
of public lands and for salaries of employés in the office 
of the United States surveyor-general for California, 
introduced by Mr, Luttrell 
referred to the Committee on Appen riations. .......... > 
bill (H. R. No. 1730) for the relief of the settlers on the 
Soscol tract of land, in Solano County, California. 
introduced by Mr, Luttrell... s.s -isss 222. s25. 2-2 eee Š 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands 
memorials and petitions from citizens of— 
for a post-route from San Andreas to Sheep Ranch........ 
ior a post- route from Suisun City to Colliersville......... 
laborers and mechanics of, petitions of, for the enforeement 
of the eight-hour law... . .. 
555 ILLIAM 
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bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No: 460, for the relief of discharged United States 
2 tla final-discharge papers have been lost 

OT GOMLFOVONE cose ccs A ICETA vase pace awess 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 461, for the relief of Peter Sconden............. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs i 

H. R. No. 462, to amend a part of chapter 105 of an act en- 


titled “ An act making appropriations for sundry civil | 


expenses of the Government for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1878, and for other purposes” 
referred to the Committee on Printing 
reference changed to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
POSH e bese Snore e=ce agains tes een 
H. R. No. 1 granting a pension to Enoch L. Folsom.... 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1053, granting a pension to Charles G. Gallacio, 
late a lieutenant in the Thirty-fifth Indiana Infantry. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions > 
H. R. No. 1392, appropriating $52,500 to aid in the construc- 
tion of the farban at Michigan City, Indiana, and for 
other p 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1 for the relief of Alexander B. Evans, late a 
rivate in Company C, One hundred and fourteenth 
bio Infantry: scsrsc acccsssseccotsepesscccccenvbess 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1480, to prevent the sale of real estate in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia by virtue of any power in a mort- 
or deed of trust, and to authorize a foreclosure 
and sale by decree of court. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........-.. 
joint resolutions introduced by— 
H. R. No. 45, respecting an index to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. onc coc cica cost cacnseccocse cess sees cece 
referred to the Committee on Printin 
reported back adversely and laid on the table 
H. R. No. 60, for the survey of a part of the Kankakee 
River, and making an appropriation therefor 
referred to the Committee on Commerce-.-..-....--.---- 
motions made by, to adjiournnn 
resolution offered by, that inasmuch as this is the day of the 
funeral of the late Senator Morton, in token of re- 
spect to his memory the House do now adjourn. 


— : 989 


e eeccebauceeneslsceenss 8 


70 INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Page. 


CaLxrxs, WILLI H.—Continued. 
petition 8 by, from Peter Scowden, for an honorable 
se 


harge from the Army 
incidental remarks by .-.... -22--+ s22- 22-a nase eooe sens 226, 425, 809 
remarks by, on the— 
OTUSK OF DUSINOUR AR 056 codes canon ssuenn thet cenennnsaeus 234 


bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the 2 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878. 296, 512 

joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional exposition. ...... ..---- «„ 518 

bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 

riations for the service of the Government for the 


; year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 583 
Call, Anson, bill 118 R. No. 781) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Utah 3 197 
referred to the Committee of Claims — -.--------<- 197 
Callis, George W., petition of, relating to the revenue tax on to- 
r EE ᷣ ß . qbecttesclsees 199 
Camden, New Jersey, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, 
for an increase of salaries.......... ........---..--- 166 
Camp, J. C., papers relating to the claim of 622 
Camp, JouN H., a Representative from New York— 
attended „ sess „5 51 


SPR DER On OUMNH ROER vv rapean 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1290, in addition to an act for the relief of Oba- 
` diah B. Latham and Oliver S. Latham, of Seneca 


Falls, New York, approved March 3, 1863 
referred to the Committee of Claims „ 
II. R. No. 1291, for the relief of William W. Rapleye 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Camp, L. C., bill (H. R. No. 1609) for the relief of. 
introduced by; Hr. Ves r e ---. 608 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 608 
Campbell, J. G., bill (H. R. No. 1395) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hunter biaso AnH 2357 
referred to the Committee of Claims 357 
99 Jacon M., a Representative from Pennsylvania 
attended —— ———— ase oes 51 
appointed on committeess o becent 7 2. 198 


bills 8 by, viz: 2 Cet ea 
H. R. No. 123, granting a pension egina Quentin 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 3 173 
H. R. No. 124, granting a pension to James B. Treadwell, 
the 


maor 0 Fighty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania 
D r daahseaese ciod 173 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 


H. R. No. 1648, for the relief of W. A. Rodgers, late first 
_ lientenantof Company K, Eighteenth Regiment Penn- 


-~ gylvania Volunteer Cavalry ..<-..---....+-- 722 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 722 
petitions presented by, from 
well, James B., for a pension. 799 
Quentin, Regina, o T 799 
- . Rodgers, W. A., for additional pay as an officer 799 
Gasol evan, SUL NO EA 
am wis E., bi 0. a pension to. 
CCCFCFCCCCCCT e AER, . 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
Campbell, Mary E., petition of, for a LOT aia eae yo 3 148 
bili (H. R. No. 384) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle „ 
reférred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
motion withdrawing the papers of 


Canada, joint resolution (H. R. No. 7) to arrange a treaty of 
commerce with. 
introduced: by Mr. Giheon ..<sescsaqsnwaphtpccewnsspaaasaes 179 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 179 
CANDLER, MILTON A., a Representative from Georgia 
0% ͤ ES BARE See aka oa bode See a A E e A 51 
Sppolnted on Committees ES E conn conn conc imenw 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 255, to establish Atlanta, in the State of Georgia, 


a port of delivery 888 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 178 

H. R. No. 810, for the relief of John Jones, Randolph H. 

Ramsey, and William G. Sauterman.......... — 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 208 


petitions presented by, from 
Hubbard, Charles W., and others, for an increase of the sal- 


aries of letter- carriers A EE P a r 133 

Jones, John, and others, for relief as sureties.............. 221 
Cane Hill College, Arkansas, bill (H. R. No. 611) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Gunter t 190 

referred to the Committee on 17 ropriationssss 190 
Caney Fork and Obey’s River, bi aa - No. 380) appropriating 

$25,000 for the improvement of 
introduced, by Mr, Riddle sso 6575 ssaccpuccndenansieseccvss 152 


referred to the Committee on Commerce..... 3 182 


Canfield, Baker, bill (H. R. No. 1105) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan. 248 
erred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Canfield, Samuel H., bill (H. R. No. 1275) for the relief of. 
introduced by: Mr. Walt. ß 352 
referred to the Committee of Claims 8 353 
CANNON, GEORGE Q., a Delegate from Utah— 
e caveancesuseksasacusagen 3 54 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 775, for thé restoration to market of certain lands 
in the Territory of Uta 2.22. 2...22.05 196 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 196 


II. R. No. 776, to enable the people of Utah to form a consti- 
tution and State government, and for the admission 
of the said State into the Union on an equal footing 


with the original GCC a AUPEN E EAR 196 

referred to the Committee on the Territories 196 
H. R. No. 777, relating to the approval of bills in the Terri- 

e a T E yes7siscs 196 

refe: to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 196 


H. R. No. 778, to provide for the payment for certain im- 
provements on lands now embraced in the military 
reservation of Fort Cameron, in the Territory of 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
H. R. No. 779, granting the right of way to the Utah West- 
ern Railroad through Rush Lake military reservation. 197 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 197 

H. R. No. 780, for the relief of John Van Cott and Samuel 
Malin, of the Territory of Utah.............-......- 197 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 197 
H. R. No. 781, for the relief of Anson Call. 197 
referred to the Committee of Claim 197 
H. R. No, 782, for the relief of Thomas Newman 197 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 197 
H. R. No. 1183, for the relief of R. M. Thomas 251 
referred to the Committee of Claim. 251 

petitions presented by, from citizens of Annabella, Utah Ter- 
ritory, for aid in constructing a water-ditch......... 243 

CANNON, JOSEPH G., a Representative from Llinois— 

USEHGROOU. co po snganecnsuscshacncteonhadncebbensens EEE 51 
appointed on committees..........--..- 3 pis emccaae 198 


bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 539, to authorize the assignees of the State of Illi- 
nois to select and enter public lands to which said 
State is entitled under and by the provisions of the 
several acts of Congress, namely, the act of Septem- 
ber 1850, known as the swamp-land act;” the 
act of h 2, 1855, known as the “indemnity act;” 
and the act extending the provisions of said act, passed 
E RLO Ie RS e or os TTTTdTſTWT—T—T—T—T— - 187 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 188 
H. R. No, 540, to repeal the time clause of the resumption 


referred to the Committee on pees 5 Currency iS 
Carmen 188 


1 357 
237 
petition presented by, from II. S. Clark and others, for a pen- 
sion to Hamilton Robb 360 
incidental remarks bn 133, 202, 243, 459, 615 
oil (fl. I. N. 505 kin jations for th 
(H. R. No. ma appropriations for the sup 
of the Army for the — 5 — ending June 30, 188. 311 
r a> = han Rano hee Sacra eenye siachonsta 472 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
rovide for the resumption of ie payments... 491, 492 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 590 
Cape Fear River, bill (H. R. No. 1329) to provide for re-establish- 
ment of light-houses on. 


introduced by Mr. Waddell .......--..-.. E 354 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 3854 
Capital punishment, bill (H. R. No. 1132) to abolish. 

introduced ‘by Mr. Olivers 75.4. so2s snscc 2 250 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 250 


Capitol, North O street and South Washington Railway Com- 
paa „bill (H. R. No, 1537) amendatory of the charter 
of the. 
introduced by Mr; Hendes „ „„ẽ pene 582 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia...... 582 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS, 


Captain Charles Robbins, bill (H. R, No. 910) to issue a register 


and change the name of the schooner. 
introduced by Mr. Reel hsp pvas PES lee 234 
referred to the Committee on Commero— - 234 
act (S. No. 289) to change the name of the schooner. ........ 457 
considered and passed by tho Hose hraa 457 
Sinnen Usansequeceesacypanenes ages 565, 569 
approved by the President icis s.s2.- 0-0-0 650 
Captured and abandoned Property, bill 95 R. No. 1152) relat- 
ing to the proceeds o 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell 555 250 
referretl to the Committee on the Judiciary. ..............-. 250 


Carland, F. B., bill (H. R. No. 1607) granting a pension to. 


introduced by Mr. Vance concer sees cceneees 608 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 608 
Carleton, Moses F., bill (H. R. No, 635) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cong uho cncntneancbcouacauen - 191 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 5 101 
CARLISLE, JOHN G., a Representative from Kentucky— 
—, r e 2 51 
inted on committees s «4 198 
bilis introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 328, for the relief of L. M. Northeutt AT 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 180 
H. R. No. 1029, for the relief of John Armstrong, jr., of the 
county of Kenton, in the State of Kentucky... Era | 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
H. R. No. 1030, for the relief of certain citizens of Cynthiana, 
Kentucky, whose property was destroyed by fire on 
the 11th day of June, 1864444 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
H. R. No. 1384, granting a pension to Anna Wehe, of New- 
port, Kentucky... vcccsecscnes savecs crcsvesueesven 356 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 356 
H. R. No, 1396, granting a pension to Elizabeth R. Hull... 357 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 
resolution offered by, that the Committee on Expenditures in 
the De ent of the Navy be, and is hereby, au- 
thori. to employ a clerk at the ordinary rate, as 
no provided ws, os Referred to the Committee 
Of Accounts 2... 4444 „„„6„„% e 24 
petitions presented by, from— 
Covington, Kentue cy, citizens of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers........-.-..- sseseeceeees- 133 
Kranz, Jobn A., for payment of a war claim 206 
Broadwell, M. 1. for payment of a war claim 327 
Frizell, J. S., for payment of a war claim 327 
Curran, Dr. William H., for compensation for services 327 
Cynthiana, Kentucky, ‘citizens of, for compensation for 
property destroyed by fire 413 
wand Mmn/ E E 223, 249 
remarks by, on the resolution concerning investigation of 
Naval Expenditures... . «„6„„ũ„„4 255, 
Carmack, Joseph W., bill (H. R. No. 1703) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. “Morgan cc seabed 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Carmen, William H, bill (H. R. No. 541) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, ab SD eiei Taa pa E a 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Carney, Margaret, petition of, for a pension . 360 
nter, De Forest W. , petition of, for relief seas- irum eee ee. 234 
bill (H. R. No. 15) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee ewe cwconciqneaqnecse 169 
referred to the Committee of Cam ———— esse 169 
Carpenter, J. N., NN of, for payment of a war claim 548 
Carr, . and others, papers relating to the war claims 
camspa ven AEN OS AIT r TTT 728 
Carr, winiam A., bill 8 ms ha No. 587) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mt; MOR aasre aoea cstacea eens — 189 
referred to the ri Baath: aey on War Claims 189 
Carrick, H. L. and J. M., bill (H. R., No. 407) for the sets of. 
introduced by Mr. Diels 5s nea ES TA 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 
Carrington, Julius M., papers relating to the claim ot 361 
Carroll, Ann C. and Maria C. Fitzhu tition 4 for compen- 
sation for lands occupied py United States 199 
Carroll, James H., bill (H. R. No. 352) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham „ 181 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 181 
Carruthers, William, bill (H. R. No. 821) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wait EITE PA 208 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 209 
Cartee, L. F., bill (H. R. No. 887) for the relief of. 
introduced FFP TAT 9 211 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 11 
Carter, Champe, petition of, for compensation for services ren- 
dered the United States 0-2-2000 244 
Carter, Thomas F., 2 of, for compensation for services 
rendered the Arm. s 622 


VI—41 


Carthage, 2 bill (H. R. No. 1080) concerning terms of 
rt 


introduced by Mr. Morgan... 240 
8 to the Committee on the J udiciary. 3 240 
Robert, 3 e conpcndscnnestiogess 200 
l OL (H. yi Be increase the pension of. 
nadel b Rice, of Ohio 180 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... - 180 
Casebeer, Alvin V., bill (H. R. No. 451) for the aoe of. 
introduced by Mr. Hunts: — . 184 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 184 
Castleman, Samuel, motion withdrawing the papers of.. 198 
CASWELL, LUCIEN B., a Representative isconsin— 
attended .........-. q DENNES SADT RIRA ATIT . 51 
appointed on committees:.-.»---s--=»»saesse ssasssesanssaeo: 197 
leave of absence granted to. . 2 413 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 835, granting a 2338 to 
Patrick MeCinnis secees 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Ponsions 00 
petitions presented by, from 
Milwau re Wisconsin, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
WAIATION < cas cacbasisdswaups capucvsewveacacesseew ees 221 
Turner, Mrs, Joanna, for a pension 3 aha 
Cecil, piue B., bill (H. R. No. 564) to confirm titles to land in 
Platte County, Missouri, and authorize patent to be 
issued therefor to. 
introdued by Mr. Franklin 5 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 189 
Central America, point resolution (H. R. No.5) to arrange a com- 
mercial treaty with. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson 9 — doen 178 
Coville, Eliza, bill (H. R No. 146) granting à pension 1 Serii ja 
eville, Eliza, 0 ) ting a pension 
introduced by Mr. Wals. z S 174 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 174 
papers relating to the petition of, fora pension 340 
CHALMERS, JAMES R., a presentative from Mississippi— 
Wind VVV 1 
appointed on oommittee s.. 197, 198 
leave of absence granted 777J77CFFCCCCCCCCCcC 281 
bills introduced by, viz 
H. R. No. 264, for the relief of Julia A. Nutt, widow and ex- 
ecutrix of Haller N utt, deoeas ed... 178 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 178 
H. R. ohn 906, to establish a western judicial district of Mis- ed 
VCF l 
er, to the Committee on the Judiciar / 233 
H. R. No. 1353, to amend section 4472 of the Revised Statutes, 
so far as thesame relates to the transportation of cotton oi 
on steamers carrying passen wr ees «««ck 
referred to the Sn on ETEA „ 355 


H. R. No. 1509, authorizing the Secre of War to purchase 
the site of, and attach to the Vicksburgh National Cem- 
re breath Grant-Pemberton Monument at Vicksburgh, 

ississippi 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs...... — 

H. R. No. 1581, to improve the harbor of Vicksburgh....-.. 

referred to the Committee on Commerce .......-....0+-. 

H. R. No. 1668, for the relief of Ann M. Meehon, of Vicks- 
burgh, Mississi T 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1669, for the relief = Allen = Anderson, of Clai- 
borne County, Mississipp 

referred to the Committee. 8 War Claims 8 

H. R. No. 1747, authorizing th at Secretary of the Treasury to 
purchase certain properties of the Freedman’s Bank, 
situated in Washington, District of Columbia, and in 
Š acksonville, Florida, for the use of the United 

I ESAI AET aA ep A E EE OR 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
resolutions offered b 

that the a Comerel of the United States be requested 
to report to this House as soon as practicable how often 
the United States circuit judge for the district of 
Mississippi has held the circuit court of the United 
States in that State during tho last two years, and if 
there has been any failure to hold said court to report 
the cause or causes of said failure. Objection me 

that an additional standing committee shall be appointed, 
to consist of nine members, to be entitled a „Com- 
mittee on the Improvements and Commerce of the 
Mississippi River and the Tributaries,“ and to this 
committee shall be referred all bills, resolutions, and 
communications to the House upon these subjects. 
Referred to the Committee on Rules 

petitions presented by, from— 

Vicksburgh, Mississippi, Cotton Exchange of, for the im- 

rovement of the Yazoo and Sunflower Rivers Sanki 

Burwell, Armestead, for payment of a war claim 206, 413 


Re eee He ene memes ee ee 3333ũ — 


212 
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CHALMERS, JAMES R.— Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 


Mississippi, for a post-route between Belen and Sardis 206 |. introduced by Mr. age ooo cen cna nnn eanne ev enne seeren 195 
Miller, Mrs. Emily, relating to the claim of. 360 | referred to the Committee on Education and Tabor EEE 195 
Bazinsky, Abraham, for payment of a war claim 569 | Chippewa River, Wisconsin, bill (H. R. No. 1456) to improve the, 
Vieksburgh, Mississip i; ri 5 or and aldermen of, for aid to introduced by Mr. Pound sart cesa 12 coe nae cece cee rns woes 59 
the Texas and Pacific Railroad Company 816 | referred to the Committee on Commerce 359 
Vieksburgh, a pee r and aldermen of, asking the CIITTENDEN, SIMEON B., a E from New Tork 
use of a dred certain riverss 816 | attended 51 
Vicksburgh, Mississippi, mayor and aldermen of, git Sr the appointed on oranges 8 E ceatdecnen 2 197 
erection of certain public buildings 816 petitions presented wh from— 
moldental Temarks ll 211 Brooklyn, New York, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
remarks by, on the Coloradocontested-election caso -130, 131, 132, 152 ALAM cee ccc 1 
Chamberlain, Catherine, bill (H. R. No. 1305) granting a pen- Stringham, Mrs. Silas H., for a pension. s 
-~= -Bion to. Brooklyn, New York, citizens of, for an increas of the sala- 
introduced by Mr. Stenger ..---- Jeo ee He ec eeee 354 ries of letter- Carriers -c-+ececeeecas ee 227 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 354 national bank peonia and others, against the passage 
Chamberlain, Josiah B., petition of, for a pension . 200 of the bill for silver coinage -........--.. 55 548 
bill (H. R. No. 703) granting a pension to. incidental remarks by ꝶ5ꝶkꝶ un nnn commas cpes cece 223 
Introduned- by Mir. ETi0G- . T ELLET 194] remarks by, on the 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 bill (H. R. No, 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
Chamberlain, Lowell A., petition of, for relief .-...-.....----. 206 provide for the resumption of specie payments 260, 
Chamberlain, Sarah A. M., bill (H. R. No 818) granting a pen- 281, 382, 384, 405, 410, 622, 625, 626, 630 
sion to. joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the inter- 
introduced by Mr. Ryan 440 208 national exposition... 22. ooo, nn. pc cnen saser. cone 561 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 203 OAL OF DOMINGOS eases resoan ANARO ATAN SALA LEROS 620 
Chamberlain, Wilber F., bill (H. R. No. 555) for the relief of. Choctaw Nation of Indians, bill (H. R. No. 950) for the relief gi 
introduced by Mr. Glover n eee 188 introduced by Mr. Hooker ......------.----- .---- 237 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 188 referred to the Committee on Indian Affair 237 
Chambers, Horace A., bill (H. R. No. 394) granting a pension to memorial of, asking for the settlement of their claims....... 328 
the heirs of. Christian, James T., and others, petition of, that his name be 
introduced by Mr. Thornburgh . 182 restored to the MOUTION-TOM ~ on. accceeseneeecs sevens 148 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 2 —— 183 | Cigars, bill (H. R. No. 1017) to amend section 394 of Revised 
Chambers, Robert P., petition of, for tho payment of a war Statutes, in relation to tax on. 
olsim é „„ 200] introduced by Mr. Bann ing 238 
Chapman, Mrs. V. S. M., . of, to be reimbursed for prop- referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 238 
erty confiscated ..-. .......----.---- -----.--..------ 76 | Cigars and leaf-tobacco, bill (H. R. No. 1714) to amend certain 
Charleston, South Carolina, bill (H. R. No. 1660) for the relief sections of Revised Statutes relating tomanufacturers 
of Saint Michael’s church. of. 
introduced by Mr. Cain -. 22.22.2252 25-2 222. eee cece 722| introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 725 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 722 | referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 725 
Saint e church, of, petition of, for a refund of duties Cincinnati, Ohio, bill (H. R. No. 1678) to establish a branch 
on Dells „„ „616 mint at. 
Charleston, Tennessee, Cumberland Presbyterian church at, introduced by Mr. Ban ning 723 
pene els of the, petition of, for payment of a war referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures... 723 
Aff 510 citizens of, petition of, for 5 aid to persons wishing 
Charlevoix, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 1770) for the improvement to settle on the NDUG MBNA .cccas 234 
of the harbor at, petition of, for an increase of the salaries of letter- carriers. 234 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell... 811 | Board of Trade of, memorial of, relative to bridging the Ohio 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 5 811 MINOR obee aO ECE SASA dom ones SELF caso AVADA ENEE 360 
Charlotte, North Carolina, bill (H. R- No. 1605) to establish a Enterprise Insurance Company of, petition of, for a refund 
branch mint at. of taxes overpaid . 510 
introduced ‘by Ir. Vine case secs cece asus €03 | letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries . 234 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures... 608| Typographical Union No. 3 of, resolutions of, relating to the 
Chase, 2 Bs Ane (H. R. No. 44) granting an additional pen- wages of Government S bnuwas nea 227 
Circuit e bills concerning, introduced and referred to the 
5 oy 7 r A A T E Cr sees 170 Committee on the Judiciary— 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 170| bill (H. R. No. 179) by Mr. Harris, of Virginia ASA ANAA 175 
Chattahoochee River, Georgia, bill 5 R. No. 964) relating to (H. R. No. 1134) by CCC - 250 
3 improvement of the. (H. R. No. 1380) by Mr. McKenzie ...-...... 5 356 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Georgia:........2.. 2... 2--. 2. 236 (H. R. No. 1599) by Mr. Tipton <>a.» s- 2.2 e ese cee 357 
referred to the Committee on 8 . 236 (H. R. No. 1494) by Mr. Tipton . .. <2. 2. ee wn en enn 400 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, bill (H. R. No. 411) to establish a district Circuit judge for the district of Mississippi, resolution “by Mr. 
and circuit court at. $ Ch halmers, that the Attorney-General of the United 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell -.2.. 2.222. coo c ce sens oe r 183 States be requested to report to this House as soon as 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary g 183 practicable how often the, has held the circuit court 
Chauncey, John C., to be continued in service 253 of the United States in that State during the last two 
meee | vert W., petition of, to be reimbursed certain years, and if there has been any failure to hold said 
BB RS OR eA aS YEE REE EE 200 conrt to report the cause or causes of said failure. 
Chenowith, | 9 bill (H. R. No. 1577) for the relief of. E tian ac nese aescuses TEATAS LANAT AT DARAT 211,212 
introduced By Mre MODET aasan EEEE e EASE DA DS DE CEA 607 | Circulation, national bank, withdrawal of, resolution by Mr. 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 607 Townshend, of Illinois, that the Committee on 
Cherokee eee bill (H. R. No. 228) to enable eastern band of, ing and Currency be instructed to inquire into the 
5 rosecute suit against Cherokee Nation. expediency of withdrawing the national-bank cir- 
introduced by Mr. Vance I ones . ‘enlation and winding up the national banks, and in 
referred to the 8 on Indian Affair ns. 177 lien of said circulation, providing the country with 
9 J., bill (H. R. No. 742) granting a pension to. greenbacks or other currency of similar character; 
introduced by Mr. e 188 and that they report by bill or otherwise. Referred. 373 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 | Citizens Gas-Light Company, of Washington, District of Co- 
Chicago, Illinois, bill (H. ay No. 500) to confirm to, title to cer- lumbia, bill (H. R. No. 924) to incorporate the. 
tain pnblie grow introduced by Mr: Covoert=- 5. -<-s -----..e 6„ä 235 
introduced by Mr. artien 2277... L] LELTE 186 | referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 235 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 186 | Civil actions, bill (H. R. No. 715) to simply the pleading in. 
citizens of, petition of, for an increase of the salaries of letter- introduced by Mr. Hazelton +++. 194 
e e E ove 165 referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 194 
* letter-carriers of; petition of, for an increase of saluries...... 165 | Civil service of the United States, bill (H. R. No. 303) to reform 
united trade unions of, and others, petition of, for certain the. 
changes in the homestead lar 148 introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 179 
Chie ves, J., petition of, for payment of a war claim 97! referred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service.. 179 


China, bill (H. R. No. 727) to prohibit the immigration of sub- 
jects of, into the United States. 
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Civil service, resolution by Mr. Schleicher, that a select commit- 


tee of eleven members be appointed by the Speaker 
whose dnty if shall be to consider the, of the United 
States and measures to promote its efficiency, and 
that the committee shall have leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. r ESAR a 
Civil-service reform, resolution by Mr. Brentano, that it is in the 
interest of good government and a reformed system 
of civil service that all officers in the civll service of 
the United States who in compensation for their sery- 
ices as snch receive asalary of at least $2,500 and np- 
ward shall devote their whole time to the perform- 
auce of their official duties, and shall not be permit- 
tad to on any other business of any nature 
whatsoever, “Referred: oo... ose cece wes ecn oe 
CLAFLIN, WILLIAM, a Representative from Massachusetts— 
etiended ooo teak PEN 
appointed on committee... 
petitions presented by, from— 
National Board of Trade, relating to the Signal Service 
Dane, J. F., & Co., and others, against the repeal of the 
DAUETUDE RW a oarra S ERDAS EART AAR nee taeeninn pease 
Claims, bill (H. R. No. 746) to amend the act of May 18, 1872, in 
reference to. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips concise Beppo ear 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
Claims under section 2 of the act approved Juno 16, 1874, bill 
(H. R. No. 1487) for the payment of certain. 
reported aon the Committee on War Claims and recom- 
WAGER eA SRON AE ADARI AEDA AR SPENTA 3es 
Claims against the Navy Department, resolntion that the Secre- 
tary of the Navy report to this Honse any bills pre- 
sented to his Department under any contracts or sup- 
poa contracts made by his predecessor ; the amounts 
ue or claimed to be due, and what amounts, if any, 
have been paid, and under what appropriation, and 
what deficiencies should be oriad for by Congress, 
if any. Objected too F 254 
Claims, the Committee of— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to....-........- 133, 163, 169, 
170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 176, 177, 178, 181, 182, 185, 186, 188, 
189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 205, 208, 209, 210, 
211, 220, 231, 235, 236, 237, 238, 240, 249, 281, 306, 353, 354, 
355, 356, 357, 359, 372, 424, 582, 606, 607, 721, 723, 725, 810, 811 


132 


bills and resolutions, reported by E 256 
discharged from the consideration o. 373 
petitions referred to. . ee ee cecece a: 76, 97, 
133, 135, 148, 149, 166, 199, 200, 206, 207, 221, 227, 234, 243, 

244, 262, 232, 283, 302, 327, 339, 340, 360, 361, 386, 413, 414, 


442, 443, 510, 520, 548, 569, 599, 621, 622, 634, 727, 728, 816 
CLARK, ALVAH A., a Representative from New Jersey 
BEMMORG A etenice ots onsen ott AEAEE E LAET E OT 51 
appointed on committees .. . 


leave of absence granted to 385 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 853, for the relief of Na- 
thaniel G. Smith, late postmaster at Flemington, New 
e e U 209 
referred to the Committee of Claims 8 210 
incidental remarks 5 r AET on me 203 
Clark, Adelia K., bill (H. R. No. 1442) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Deering o'.. ise ci cec cnncacusoneccccue 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 358 
Clark, H. S., and others, petition of, that a pension be granted 
tp) FELON RODD snc mas snes cane CEANA SANAA A am 360 
Clark, John, bill Mas R. No. 914) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire 235 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 235 
Clark, J., petition of, fora pension 443 
CLARK, Jon B., JR., a Representative from Missouri 
AA I os oo pa AD A S AE EE EHA E BAE EEE npesonesseeeee 51 
appointed on committee 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 565; to if pete $1,000,000 to be expended in 
deepening and permanently locating the channel of 
the Missonri River, with a view to securing a navi- 
able depth of five feet during low water from Sioux 
sity to the month of said river 189 
refe to the Committee on Commerce 189 
H. R. No, 566, conferring jurisdiction on United States cir- 
cuit courts, and providing for trial of certain claims 
against the United States now prosecuted before the 
Quartermaster and Commissary General and Third 
Auditor, and revoking the jurisdiction of the latter 
departments in such cases 189 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary ...-......-.. 189 
H. R. No. 567, for the relief of Elijah Fisher, of Howard 
Connty, Miseonri<. 2s. -s 50s sespaceasenssadecarce - 189 
referred to the Committee of Claim 159 


Crank, Jonx B., In. Continued. 
bills introduced by 
H. R. No. 508, for the relief of William L. Hickam, of Mis- 
111110 ᷣͤ KTV 


H. R. No. 569, to reimburse the University of Missouri for 
damages and injury sustained during the late war by 


the troops of the United States ..-. 2-042055- 189 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 189 

H. R. No, 570, regulating the practice in United States cir- 
cenit and district courts as to the time and manner of 
instructing juries and arguing the cause 189 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .. <4 189 

H. R. No. 904, to provide for the remonetization of silver, 
and for the coining of the standard silver dollar 
the United States, and for making it a legal tender 
at payment OR MeWiS «sys E E E ENET EIS 232 

refe to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
ECC ˙ i!: ase vines peeps wend masnee 232 

H. R. No. 1074, to authorizo the construction of a brid 
across the Missouri River, at or near Glasgow, Mis- 
SOUR canoe ps or cen aes ape rsridskmas ae peek akan 240 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 240 
H. R. No. 1075, authorizing growers of fruit to manufacture 
the same into brandy under certain limitations 240 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 240 
resolution offered by, that the heads of the Executive Depart- 
ments be requested to report what objections, if any, 
there are to making obligatory in all Government 
transactions the metrical system of weights and meas- 
ures, Reported from the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, aud Measures, and adopted ...-........... 256 
petition presented by, from John R. Pettus and others, relat- 
ing to the curreney -< PR eer Cry eee TS 221 
incidental POMAPKS nnn 88 179 
remarks by, on the— 

resolution concerning the metrical system of weights and 
C ⁵ f . S T 8 256 

bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1878.. 310 

bill (H. R. No. sar) Se repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 66.] 
Clark, M. S., petition of, for compensation for services as mes- 
e ae ase voter pa rake E E eae 548 
Clark, Ovid H., petition of, for a pensicc n 227 
bill (H. R. No. 842) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Joyce 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 209 
CLARK, Rusu, a Representative from lowa— 

L x O A 51 
appointed on committee ss. season 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 1130, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
ascertain and certify the amount of land located 
with military warrants in the States described therein, 
and for other pu: 7% TESE, 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 250 
H. R. No. 1446, grantinga pension to Jonathan Roberts .... 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .......... 358 
H. R. No. 1447, for the relief of C. L. Quackenbush ....... 358 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 358 

H. R. No. 1448, to extend the provisions of section 3297 of the 

Revised Statutes to other institutions of learning.... 358 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means .......... 358 
petitions presented by, from— 

Benton County, Iowa, citizens of, relating to bank taxation... 360 

Roberts, Jonathan, for a pension a 

Quackenbush, C. L., for damages for illegal arrest .....-.. 

CLARKE, JOHN B., a Representative from Kentucky— 
CCC 51 
appointed on committeee s. 198 
leave of absence granted to „„ 133 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1379, to extend the time in 

which payment may be made of the final fee in cases 
of patents passed and allowed.. 356 
referred to the Committee on Patents 356 
resolution offered by, that the question of the prima Pw as 
well as the right of Mr. P. O’Conner against Richard 
H. Cain, contestants respectively claiming a seat in 
this Honse from the second district of South Caro- 
lina, be referred to the Committee of Elections here- 
after to be appointed ; and until such committee shall 
have repo in the premises and the House has 
decided such questions, neither of said contestants 
shall be admitted to a seat. 

Aiscwased . x ᷣͤ ß caus 65-69 

substitute offered by Mr. Hale, discussed, and agreed to. . 65-09 

resolution, as amended, adopted 65-09 
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CLARKE, Jonx B.—Continued. 
petition | raspy epee by, from citizens of Bardstown, Kentucky, 
or the removal of limitations in the pension laws 


remarks by, on the — Carolina contested-election case 
second district 


e 65, 67, jie 69 
Clarke, R. W., petition of, for compensation as cler, 
Clarksville, Tennessee, Tobacco Board of Trade of, resolutions 
of, for river improvements 816 
Clary, Daniel, petition of, for a pension 263 
bill (H. R. No, 503) granting a pension to, 
introduced by Mr. Springer 4 186 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensious 186 


Claussen, F. W., vs. United States, joint resolution (H. R. No. 3) 
fora rehearing i in the case of, 


introduced by Mr. Evins, of South Carolina. s 177 
referred to the Committee of Claims ........-......-------- 177 
Clayton, Henry, petition of, for reinstatement in the Army 386 


Clearwater River, Idaho, bill (H. R. No. 856) making 3 
tions for the improvement of. 


introduced by Mr. Fenn n passat cubes 211 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 211 
Cleere, Robert H., bill (H. R. No. 1695) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Voung ---.- -20552 ronner coe eeeee - 724 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 724 
Clemente, paren ppt G., bill (H. R. No. 1708) for relief of the 
eirs o 
introduced ( AA A T S SRY 725 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 725 
papers relating to the war claim o - ossa 127 
Clements, James, bill (H. R. No. 1748) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hamilton A RET - 810 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions - 810 
Clendennin, J. C., bill (H. R. No. 952) for the relief of. 
introduced’ by Hr. Vance „44 236 
referred to the Committee of Claims 236 
Clerk of the Committee on Invalid Pensions, payment o 596 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, organization of the 
House by ---50-53 
election of* the 8 
Clerks of committees authoriz ell... 223, 248, 253, 264 
Clerks of House committees, resolution stating the 223 
Clerks of the United States courts, bill (H. R. No. 350) fixing 
the fees of the. 
introduced by Mr. Durham „464 181 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Department 
co 181 
Clifford, Edwin A., petition of, for relie . .... 227 
bill (H. R. No, 546) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Brentano 188 
referred to the Committee of Claims. sss 188 
Clift, James, bill Ae R. No. 409) for the relief of. 
introduced by c 3 183 
referred to the Committee on Military ‘Affairs. — — 183 
Clift, William, petition of, for E SATTE for services ren- 
dered as a recruiting officer 5 133 
Clinton, John, bill (H. R. No. 430) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Caldwell; of Tennessee . 184 
referred to the’ Committee of Claims 184 
Clinton 1 , Pennsylvania, citizens of, petition of, relating 
Clippinger, Anna M, bill (H. R. No. 1364) granting a pension to. 
ppinger, a 0. a pension to, 
introduced by Mr. Stenger „ ad ssr arae sagos 354 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions - 354 
Cloud, Cynthia, bill (H. R. No. 1554) for the relief of. 
introduced Tc tAr SSSR APAP anaes ae --- 606 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 606 
CLYMER, HIESTER, a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
r / cansecesynsaigane 
appointed on committees. 
pl oe made by, to— 
adourn 
re 555 over 
take a recess. 
resolutions offered b 


that Hon. George Ng Adams, of Kentucky, be elected Clerk; 
that John G. Thompson be elected Sergeant-at-Arms; 
that John W. Polk, of Missouri, be elected Door- 


keeper; that James M. Stewart, of Vir, 55 be elected 
Postmaster, and that Rev. Dr. John of Mary- 
land, be elected Chaplain of the Honko of Represent- 
atives of the Forty-fifth Congress. 
substitute offered by Mr. Hale, and rejected 54 
Went ATE OE RA S 54 


that Rey. Dr. W. P. Harrison, of the State of Georgia, be 

elected Chaplain of the House of Representatives for 

the remainder of the term of the Forty-fifth Sangres: 
substitute offered by Mr. Foster, and rejected 

reacintion n TT ATIII ITA TTT TIT 


CLYMER, HIESTER— Continued. 
resolution offered by— 
that there be paid to E. J. Horto haps eny of the contingent 
fund of the Hor ona the sum of $155.90 for services in 
the employment of the Doorkeeper. Referred to the 


Committee of Accounts «„ 722 
petitions presented by, from letter-carriers of Reading, Penn- 
Sylvania, for an increase of salaries.............-.-- 199 
incidental remarks b 4 4 


by 53, 54, 55, 
4, 223, 228, 306, 346, 610, 615, 621, 627, 634, 719, 811, 812, 813 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the N ending June 30, 1878.. 289, 
298, 299, 309, 311, 330, 331, 337 
oa OE OTE s SASANN aAA EATA 330, 596, 597, 719 
ill (H. R. No. 1220 = rovide for certain deficiencies’ in 
5 pay of the Navy, and the pay of the Marine 
377, 1555 


545 


order of Pues 4cco sens pence 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional exposition 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
3 for the service of the Government for the 
scal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 583, 
„590, 592, 594, 597 

Clymer, Joseph, bill eee R. No. 686) for the relief of, 


— ä——ͥ—ꝓ— c D x MUttew kk — 


introduced by Mr. Throckmorton......... 5 e193 
referred to the Committee of Claims . 193 
papers relating to the claim of...... 7 283 
Coal lands, bill (H. R. a 1188) amendatory of the laws relating 
to the entry of 
introduced by Mr. c eens erage sa. 252 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 252 
Coates, Robert, Doorkeeper’s de ent, payment of. - 393 
Coates, William B, petition of, for payment of a war claim. 200 
Cobangh, William Ds bill (H. R. No. 1362) granting increase of 
nsion 
introdaced by Mr. Rice, OC OBID susor Ae ASAA SOs RESSACA 355 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 9 355 
Conn, Tuomas R., a Representative from Indiana 
attended .... no.s e e000 uenn 42-25 51 


bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 434, for the relief of Arthur W. Gray, a surgeon in 
the Twenty-fourth Regiment. of Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry in the late rebellion................-..... 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 

H. R. No. 435, providing for the withdrawal of the national- 
bank currency and the issuing of five hundred mill 
ions of non-interest-bearing Treasury notes to supply 
the place of said national-bank currency, and making 

said Treasury notes a legal tender for all sums, pub- 
lio and private, except when by the terms of the con- 
tract it is expressly provided otherwise, and repeal- 
ing the third section of the act to 8 for the ro- 
sumption of specie payments; and providing for coin- 
age of gold and silver bullion, and fixing the standard 
thereof, and making all silver coin of the same stand- 
ard a legal tender. Referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency 

H. R. No. 1512, appro riating $250,000 for the improvement 
of the Wabash River 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 1513, for the relief of Catharine Harris 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1514, appropriating $150,000 for the improvement 
WE WSS eT sca <P a E US > 

referred to the Committee on Commerce........--..---. 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 650) 8 fox the pay- 
ment of mileage to members of Congress for attend- 


eee wen nw ens wee ene wees wneens 


ance on extra sessions of Congress 
Cobbley, Michael, petition of, for the removal of the charge of 
T PAE phi cs td R sae bao be Rare kL ceeds 
Cockett, Erasmus A., petition of, fora pennon I T AA 
Cœur d’Aléne Indians, bill (H. H. No. 1 95) to provide for nego- 
x tiations with the. 
introduced by Mr, Fenn secans sae en — 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
papers aes tothe ge an for negotiations with the. 
Coghlan, P ill (H. R. No, 200) for the relief g 
ee by Mr. Walker--- ise saesascacdne cnucswencconce 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
papers relating to the war claim of 
Cogswell, Anna M., bill (H. R. No. 1690) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. YOUU cane ~tace rars eas uribe aena da epee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Coinage, weights, and measures, petitions and papers relating 
to, on file in the Clerk’s office S 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


15 


Page. 

Coinage, Weights, and Measures, the Committee on— : 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to- 184, 186, 
192, 194, Sh ace ons shea tas fe ani pi hia 
bills and resolutions Teported Dy. p-as 0. veesacnonnes donee 256 
PORTO ß 227, 228, 360 

Colby, Salmon B., bill (H. R. No. 1389) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Riddle .... -.---. -20 -005 0000 000m0 2 356 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 356 


Colchester Monument Association, bill (H. R. No, 1277) donating 
condemned cannon and balls to the. 


introduced by Mr. Wait 1 - 353 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 353 
Cole, Coleman, and others, petition of, for a post- route. 339 
Cole, Hascall M., tition of, for FFC — 149 
COLE, NATHAN, a Representative from Missouri 
eee v eres 3333 51 
appointed on committee. cane 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. No. 602, to appoint a commission to consider and re- 
ort a plan to improve the channel of the eee 
iver from Cairo to Saint Paul. 190 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 190 
H. R. No, 603, for the relief of the Iron Mountain Bank, of 
Saint Louis, Missouri gasa: 0 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 190 
H. R. No. 604, for the relief of the estate of Harlow J. 
Phelps, deceased, late of Saint Louis, in the State of 
ene teen evneen ters enccen te --- 190 
referred to ‘the Committee of Claims 190 
H. R. No. 1217, to establish a branch of the Mint of the 
United States at Saint Louis, Missouri 253 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights,and Measures. 253 
petitions presented by, from— 
Saint pena e letter-carriers of, and others, for an increase of 1 
Saint Louis, Merchants“ Exchange of, for the repeal of the 
e cos sen ccecamut esate anda vedena 133 
Phelps, H. J., for payment of a claim 243 
Kames, J. ne C., and others, for the amendment of the bank- 
rupt Law oo so se cok eye cc ceases cose wescnccene ence 413 
Coleman, Ro rt G., 7 of, for payment of a war claim... 510 
Coles, Robert, bill a R. No. 1528) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr Camminga... i i enia eee e 582 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 582 
Collecting the’customs, bill (H. R. No. 412) to reduce the ex- 
pense of. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell . cece ses cece eens canner 183 
referred to the Committee on Public Expenditures .......... 183 
Collector of internal a bill (H. R. No. 216) concerning 
suits on bonds of. 
introduced by Mr. Scales t „6, 176 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .....-.-.. -0-00 176 
Collectors a ar ee bill (H. R. No. 1269) concerning the sala- 
es of. 
introduced by Mr. Crapo 2 secs teens wceessecees 352 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 352 
College of William and Mary, in Virginia, visn (H. R. No, 189) 
to reimburse the. 
introduced by Mr. Goode 175 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 175 
Collety, 3 papers relating to the petition of, for a pen- 
PPC 442 
Collins, A. 0.5 petition of, to be refunded certain expenses 510 
bill (H. R. Nö. 996) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Saylerr RA EES Son 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 237 
CoLLINS, Francis D., a . from AE 
Wende O N STET 3 51 
appointed on committees -- „TTC 193 
leave of absence granted too— wie neence cennes 205 
Collins, e ai others, petition of, for compensation for 
EVIOOS ent wan OYT ace O SS 148 
Colman, H. D., administrator, petition of, for payment of a 
PPC —T 
Colorado, the State of— 
remarks of the Clerk on the Representative fromm 52, 53 
resolution by Mr. Hale, that, for reasons set forth in the pro- 
e, the name of James B. Belford be placed upon 
the roll of the House as a Representative from the 
State of Colorado. Point of order raised by Mr. Cox, 
of New York, that the resolution was out of order; 
which point of order was sustained by the Clerk... 53 
scat assigned to Colorado in the drawing for seats........... 55, 56 
Colorado case called up by Mr. Hale. 59, 60 


ere of the certificate of election of James B. Belford, 
by Mr. Hale, accompanied sei a motion that he be 
Discussed, amended, and adopted 94-97, 
118-132, 135-148, 150-163 


sworn in. 


Colorado, the State of Continued, 

resolution offered by Mr. Harris, of Virginia, as a substitute 
for the motion of Mr. Hale, that the certificate pre- 
sented by James B. Belford and the certified abstracts 
of votes cast upon the 7th day of November, 1876, for 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress, and ac- 
companying papers presented by Thomas M. Patter- 
son, upon which each claims the office of Representa- 
tive to the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States 
from the State of Colorado, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, with 
instructions to said committee to report either as to 
the prima facie right or final right of said claimants, 
as the committee shall deem proper, and that neither 
claimant be sworn in until said committee See 
Discussed, and adopted as a substitute 


Page. 


118-132, 135-148, 129484 


resolution offered by Mr. Bragg, as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion by Mr. Harris, of Virginia, that the claims of 
James B. Belford mad Thomas M. Patterson toa seat 
upon the floor of this House as Representative from 
the State of Colorado in the Forty-fifth Con 

retorted to the Judiciary Committee of the House, to 
te ty teed” with instructions to report what was 
the fixed by law for the election of a member of 
the Forty-fifth Con to represent the State of 

Colorado. Disc: , and wi 
remarks on the Colorado election case by— 
Mr. Banks isa: 77. ANASALI an av ennwlenemahne 


e e 143, 144 
i TO T EA S 120, 151-155 
E EYI E PAE, PNE A pA PAE DEA ST EE TO 60 
Southard........... 8 bs 121, 128, 129, 139, 140, 144-148 
„ ee eee 55, 95, 122-126, 162 

P CCC 159 
U Kalen ton S EA EN Ededsacdesbecwn an decent 125, 144 
IWO0U PRAAN YVI PTA ESS HEN OLI CFI S VA iacawe 52 


Hale, that the Committee of Elections be 

from the consideration of the contested- 
8 case of Belford vs. Patterson for a seat in this 
House as a Representative from the Stateof Colorado. 
laid on the tabls 610-614 


resolution rok nal 


Discussed, an 
zomarka on Resa by— 


Harris, of Virginia 
Pottnnknkk t scosbesewes> 12 
a ES EE PE IE PERAE SE NEE N EN A ETT 610, 614 
Wing A T T 611 612, 613 
3 611,612 
ETI A T ATASA A TT E SS 612 
Colored 4 bill Seer No. 1018) concerning enlistment of. 
introduced by Mr. Banning... ..-..-..-.-+e-+0. s000 eeeeee 233 
referred to the ARANTES on Military Affairs. 238 
Coloring spiate, bill (H. R, No. 1681) amending article 3, chap- 
ter 3, Revised Statutes, title 35, concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Durham 723 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 723 
Colter, N. C., papers relating to claim of .--.-----. 243 
Columbia brid „ motion withdrawing the papers relating to 
struction E TOANE A ST arate 163 
Columbia River, bill (H. R. No. 1168) for the protection of sal- 
mon in the. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon 251 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 251 
Columbia River, Oregon, bill (H. R. No. 1169) for continuing the 
constroction of canal and locks at the Cascades of the. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon 251 
referred to the Committee on Commerce sisata 20k 


76 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Comfort, John C., bill (H. R. No. 1312) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Maish .......--2. 4444«ͤ«“7?ꝛ“ 354 

referred to the Committee of Claims........---..---------.- 354 
Commerce, the Committee on— š 

bills, letters, and resolutions referred to- ..-- 163, 170, 172, 173, 


175, 177, 178, 179, 181, 182, 183, 186, 187, 188, 139, 190, 191, 192, 
193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 205-209, 210, 211, 234, 235, 236, 237, 238, 
240, 248, 249, 250, 251, 252, 253, 254, 255, 28 
356, 358, 359, 372, 424, 425, 520, 606, 607, 72. 3 
petitions referred to ----0- 133, 134, 166, 199, 
200, 206, 207, 283, 327, 340, 360, 386, 443, 548, 569,599,799, 816 
Commerce a the States, bill (H. R. No. 353) to regulate. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentuekyůꝶ 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Commerce and navigation, bill (H. R. No. 1166) to amend the 
Revised Statutes relating to. 
introduced by Mr. Donnell .... 2.2... 02. cece cone ce eces cones 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 


‚Gͤ—PHHn H · · 0 P ——— 


Committee olerkkss r 203, 515 
resolution concerning, by 
Mr. Roberts, from the Committee of Accounts, designating 
the. Considered, amended, and passed 223- 
Robertson, referred to the Committee of Accounts 
Banning, referred to the Committee of Accounts 
Blair, from the Committee of Accounts. Agreed to... 
Committees of the House of Representatives— 
[See Committee on Accounts, 
Agriculture. 
Appropriations. 
Banking and Currency. 
Claims, 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
Commerce, 
Counting the Electoral Votes. 
District of Columbia. 
Education and Labor. 
Elections. 
Enrolled Bills. 
Expenditures in the Department of Justice. 
Expenditures in the Interior Department. 
Expenditures in the Navy Department. 
Expenditures in the Post-Office Department. 
Expenditures in the State Department. 
Expenditures in the Treasury Department. 
Expenditures in the War Department. 
Expenditures on Public Buildings. 
Foreign Affairs. 
Indian Affairs. 


Mines and Mining. 
Mississippi Levees. 
Naval Affairs. . 
Pacific Railroad. 
Patents. 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
Printing. 
Private d Claims. 
Publie Buildings and Grounds. 
Publie Expenditures. j 
Public Lands. 
Railways and Canals. 
Reform and Civil Service. 
Revision of the Laws. 
Revolutionary Pensions. 
Rules. 
Territories. 
War Claims, 
Ways and Means. 4 
Common carriers, bill (H. R. No. 118) to regulate commerce and 
to 8 discriminations by. 
introduced by Mr. Errett .. 2... 22-..5.- sesoses eek ene adb mas 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals.......... 


173 
173 


Communications received by the House from 


Postmaster-General, the— 
relating to deficiencies in the payment of masters’ sala- 
es during the fiscal years ending June 30, 1876, and 
June 30, 1877. Referred to the Committee on Appro- 
Priations, and ordered to be printed 
in relation to the metrical system of weights and measures, 


Referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, aud 


transmitting his to Con at the opening of the 
session. Read, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
— on the State of the Union, and ordered to be 
AGO Maat E antec naraskabonsé sea ENET 
ee distributing the several pes of the message to 
the appropriate committees. nsidered and agreed 
r TT rE TS 
transmitting the report of a board of inquiry appointed by 
the Secretary of the Interior to examine into th 
causes of the fire which destroyed a of the In 
1 Department building on the 24th of September, 
PY ot RES ee ee a A re 
transmitting a report of the Secretary of the Navy, settin 
forth the particulars with reference to the Gisting 
deficiencies in the Navy Department 
transmitting reports from the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of War, in answer to a resolution of No- 
WOMVOE ST IOI Tec . -aneicaassnne 
transmitting reports from the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the resolution 
OF November c Gennes Apian 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of State in answer 
to a resolution of November 12, 1377 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of State on the ob- 
ligatory use of the metrical system of weights and 
measures —2—*—*“ cece 
Secretary of the Interior, the 
relative to setting aside from the Cheyenne annuities $5,000 
for the Germain children. erred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to 
be printed S 
in reply to House resolntion of the 2d instant in reference 
to the preservation of models saved from the late fire 
at the Patent Office. Referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations... .....-..-.-.-...------ 
in answer to a House resolution of the 9th instant relating 
to the commission sent to the Indians. Re- 
ferred to the Conunittee on iad ahd iy anced cians tet 
relative to the exhaustion of the authorized edition of the 
Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office for 
October 9, 1877. Referred to the Committee on Print- 


ͤ— m[ [ Re eRe eee eee eee eee 


Secretary of the Navy, the— 
in answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
adopted October 22, 1877, in relation to the hours of 
labor in the navy-yards of the United States. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
in reply to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
November 6, 1877, in relation to the metrical system 
of weights and measures in governmental transac- 
tions, &c. Referred to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measure 4%.63 


Secretary of State, the 

addressed to the Committee on Foreign Affairs in reference 
to the Paris exposition of 1878. Ordered to be printed, 

and recommitted 
transmitting the draught of a bill to provide for the distri- 
bution of awards made under the convention between 

the United States and Mexico of July 4, 1868, Or- 
dered to be printed, and recommitted 
transmitting a report in answer to a resolution of the House 
asking what amount of indemnity has been paid to 

this Government by the government of Spain on ac- 
count of the execution of General Ryan aud others 

at Serio ahi? Cuba, November 4, 1873, and what dis- 

ition been made of such funds as may have 


transmitting a re in answer to a resolution of the House 
respecting the obligatory use of the metrical system 
of weights and measures. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Coin Weights, and Measures, and ordered 
to be prin 
Secretary of the Treasury, the— 
transmitting reports of certain citizen committees appointed 
to investigate the custom-honse service and recom- 
mending that they be compensated by appropriate 
legislation. Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be priuted 


wae tee ne sess wees sses — 


231 


373 
472 


163 


442 


472 


163 
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Communications received by the House from Continued. 
Secretary of the Treasury, the 
regarding the claim of Caleb Tompkins, of Cartersvill 
Georgia, with acconipanying documents. Refe 

to the Committee on War Claims, when rh gira 
regarding the claim of Mary E. Darwin and the heirs of 
Amanda Canian, with accom manying g documents. Re- 
_ ferred to the Committee of laims, when appointed.. 
in reference to the compensation of the commissions to ex- 
amine the custom-houses of the principal ports of the 
United States. Referred to the Committee on Appro- 
r CET N EEA ELO T TAT 
transmitting an éatimate of appropriations for deficiencies 
in salaries and contingent expenses in the Executive 
Office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations fey a eh 
transmitting a commanication from the Attorney-General 
in 8 to the account of H. H. Wells, United 
States attorney for the District of Columbia. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Expenditures in the De- 
partment of Justice. 444 
transmitting a communication from the Treasurer of the 
United States containing information called for by 
House resolution of the 6th instant in phere . gold 
coin and gold bullion, &., in the i ferred 
to the Committee on Banking and N and or- 
dered-to be printed 5J a) aes 
in response to a resolution of the House asking for informa- 
tion relative to the negotiation of the United States 
4 per cent. bonds. ferred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed 

Secretary of War, the— 

9 the claim of Murphy, Goode & Co. and J. W. 
d& Co., for paving on grounds of Indianapolis 
arsenal. Referre e Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed ........--.. 22221-42222. .222- 
transmitting, for the information of the Committee on Com- 
merce, a report of the Chief of Engineers of the United 
States Army relative to obstructions in the Red River 
above Shreve Referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed 

transmitting a communication from General Hancock su 
gesting a change in the one hundred and fourth article 0 
i of war. Referred to Committee on Military Affairs.. 
transmitting the report of the commission appointed by joint 
resolution of March 3, 1877, to examine contracts be- 
tween the United States and the Moline Water-Power 


Company 
Compton, Daniel, bill (H. R. No. 127) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Overton... ... 2 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension : 


Condon, Patrick J., bill (H. R. No. 1656) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Waddell . 


Concer, OMAR D., a 5 from Michiges- 


attended „ ↄ ˙ udanmesamene . 


appointed on committees s.-s.. 0.2.2. -eeeee eee nseni wees 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 633, for the government and control of the harbor 

of refuge at Sand Beach Bay on Lake Huron 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 634, granting a pension to Alexander St, Bernard, 

of Saint Clair ounty, Michigan 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 635, for the relief of Moses F. Carleton, late sec- 

ond lieutenant of Company I, Fourth Michigan In- 

fantry Volunteers eee kate nna cece cecese 

referred to the Committee on War Claims ............. 

H. R. No. 636, granting a panna to Oliver H. Irons, Iate 

eee Company D, Twenty-third gies Volun- 


H. R. No. 637, to promote e to thet United States, 
and to protect immigrants on their passage 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 638, granting American registry to the Canadian 
: steam ferry-boat J. W. Spicer, and for other purposes- 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 639, relative to the steamers Philo Parsons and 
Island Queen T0000 
referred. to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 640, for the better protection of immigrants, and 
= prevent the importation of criminals to the United 
c AT OTA EA woe bcealdissuadedeectswccs bes 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 


H. R. No. 641, to revise, amend, and consolidate the laws - 


relating to the security of life on board vessels pro- 


pi veces in whole or in part by steam, and tee ‘other. 


Page. 


163 


163 | 


281 


281 


231 


Concer, Omar D.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 


referred to the Committee on the Judici 
H. R. No. 1639, making an appropriation for pier-lights at 
the entrance of the jetties in the South Pass of the 
Mississippi River 
referred to t a Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1718, for the publication and distribution of a new 
- edition of Medical and Surgical History of the War. 725 
referred to the Committee on Printing.........-2...-... 725 


Page. 

H. R. No. 1492, to amend section 3477 of the Revised Statutes. 400 
400 

721 


721 


motions made by, to— 


e EE N E N N ones EEE 213, 472, 815 
n EET AA O S 815 


resolution offered by, that the Secretary of the Treasury be 


requested to furnish this House with an estimate of 
the probable cost of erecting and maintaining pier- 
lights at the entrance of the pae of the South: 


Pass of the Mjssissippi River. d to the Com- 

mittee on Commerce einai kvaple sane 721 
petition presented by, from Ellen J. Brosman, for payment 

r shed ATR 206 
incidental remarks by 7 --2. .ceee co evcocnenss 55, 214, 241, 


255, 256, 262, 281, 346, 349, 350, 457, 458, 463, 515, 516; 523, 
559, 568, 596, 606, 625, 627, 628, 632, 634, 721, 727, 810, 815 


remarks by, on the— 


int of order. .60, 215, 225, 308, 310, 311, 337, 457, 560, 623, 726, 727 

olorado contested-election CRE. wc pac E TEAS 127, 128, 129, 613 

withdrawal of papers from the files of the House . 163 
bill (H. R. No. bo) to repeal the third section of the act to 

provide for the 24 214. 2.2 of specie payments 212, 

3, 214 230, 231, 257, 615 28, 632 

order of business -< 225, 263, 302, 455, 472, 473, 721 
8 concerning the metrical system of weights and 
FFP 

petition of David McClelland .... 2... 02. -ne terena eroske 256 
ill (H. R. No. 902) 17 appropriations for the support 

of the Army for ss year ending Jane 30, 1878... . 285, 286, 

290, 291, 308, 309, 310, 311. 312, 322, 325, 329, 

330, 331, 335, 336, 337, 338, 346, 347, 350, 613 
resolution instructing the Committee on Military Affairs to 


inquire into the strength of the Army -... .... 328, 458, 459 
bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the AFAR of the name of 

the ship Samuel G. Reel. 456 
joint resolution (H. R. No 20) concerning pay of certain 

southern mail contractors . beste 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 

tional exposition .......... z ---,516, 544, 545, 546, 566, 567 


bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide a deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the Government for the 
al year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 583, 
594, 595, 614 
bill (H. R. No. 1639) making an appropriation for pier-lights 
at South Pass of the Mississippi River 721 


Congress, bill (H. R. No. 1295) ) concerning annual meeting of, 


introduced by Mr. Lapham ewes 353 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ggg 353 
Congressional Record, joint resolution (H. R. No. 45) respecting 
index to the. 
introduced by Mr. Calkins ...... a EER KAN * 2356 
referred to the Committee on Printing deyn N 356 
reported back adversely and laid on the table 720 
Connaughey, Robert L., : popore relating to claim o 244 
Connecticut, the State o 
Representatives from, attended: George M. Landers, James i 
Phelps, Jolin Turner Wait, Levi Warner 50 
legislation 5 
ill (H. R. No. 51) for continuing the improvements in Mil- 
ford Harbor, in the State of Connecticut. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps „ 170 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 170 
bill (H. R. No. 175 for continuing the improvements at the 
mouth of Connecticut River, Saybrook, Connecticut. 
fritroduced ‘by Mr. Phelps -sesgasesy scenes 170 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 


bill (H. R. No. 1276) for continuing the improvement of 
Stonington Harbor, Connecticut, 
introduced by Mr. Wait 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1277) donating condemned cannon and can- 
non-balls to the Colchester Monument Association, 
of Colchester, Connecticut, for monumental purposes. 
fritroduced by Mr- Walk: casga s5- sen nneuehicn=atanct=e-=* 353 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 353 
bill (H. R. No. 1278) donating condemned canuon and can- :; 
non-balls to the Ledyard Monument Association, of 
ard, Connecticut, for monumental purposes. 
introduced by „ HARET AER eases ¿353 
- referred to the Committee on Military Affulirsz . 353 


memorials and petitions from citizens of, for u post- route. 520 


78 


Connecticut River, bill (H. R. No. 52) for continuing the im- 
provements at the mouth of the. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Conrad, Sects W., and others, petition of, for payment of a war 
Conrow, Mrs. Mary Ann, and Mrs. Mildred peanais, petition of, 
to be paid Mexican awards 
Conroy, David, petition of, for relief 
Constitution, the, joint resolutions proposing amendments to— 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 2) ty Mr. Ma 
= 5 2 z 5 Cravens.. 
o. 19) by 50 85 eevee ....... .. 
H. R. No, 29) by Mr. Buckner ...........- ə 
H. R. Nos. 41 and 42) by Mr. Lapham shane 
H. R. No, 46) by Mr. Hunter 
(H. R. No. 57) by Mr. Corlett.........-..... 
Consulate at Omoa and Truxillo, bill (H. R. me 1454) to change 
the name of the. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affulr 
Contested-election cases referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions— 
G. D. mimeo s vs. Robert Smalls, from the State of South 
J.J. Finley vs. Horatio Bisbee, jr., from the State of Florida.. 
John 8. Richardson vs. Joseph H H. Rainey, from the State of 
South Gelingt soc scectwseucscoccscoss 
Jere. Haralson vs. Charles M. Shelley, from the State of Ala- 
James L. Nutting vs. James B. Reilly, from the State of Penn- 
e seen esas 
Patterson vs. James B. Belford, from the State 
of Colorado tet peeases recur vin EE A AEI V EE TVT 
J. B. Elam vs. George L. Smith, from the State of Louisiana.. 
Benjamin Dean vs. Walbridge A. Field, from the State of 
Maraon riene AA E E E S E AAO ET 


—p— ꝶ «««%««c«4 enne - 


—— — 


Thomas 


—U— ũ ͥBũ. .. ween tenet eens eee sess 
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J. H. Acklen i C. B. Darrall, from the State of Louisiana. 
E. W. Robertson, vs. C. E. Nash, from the State of Louisiana.. 
W Hinton vs. Joseph "Jorgensen, from the State of 

rginia 


Rae eee Rene ew een tent eee ee eses eens 


—•—[ H eee eee eee ee ene ee eee meee eens 


P 
Poter D. Wigginton vs. Romualdo Pacheco, from the State of 
Hornia ET P OA A E AR T E PE 
Conway, Captain George, petition of, for compensation for 
ee ee sos nosan ns a dae baase 
Cook, A. D., & Co., petition of, for the payment of a claim 
bill (H. R. No. 1479) for the relief of. 
introduced i by Mr: Walt ccs scl caisadbcoseasccnceneanse 
DE Asanda Me pater of, doe ARENO 
andu tition r compensation for pro 
destroy 1 8. Indians 2 it ar z 7 
bill (H. R. No. 1105 for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Price 
e, to the Committee of Claims 
Cook, Frederick, bill (H. R. No. 1489) concerning the applica- 
tion of, for a patent. 
introduced by Mr. Ell 
referred to the Committee on Patents 
Cook, James H., petition of, for a pension. 
bill (H. R. No. 1146) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 8 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Cook, PHIIIr, a Representative from Georgia 
eee eee. heneucatee 
( / Coducus 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1335, for the removal of the 1 disabilities 
of William A. Cornwell, of Georgia 
re to 9 Committee on the Judiciary 


.s.s..s.. s... 


H. R. No. 1337, authorizing the payment for all cotton 
seized after o oosa nS ukae Neas © 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1338, granting pensions to the soldiers of the 
Seminole and Florida Warn. 
5 to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


—— — 


R. No. 1339, to refund certain taxes collected by the 
United States on raw cotton during the years 1863, 
1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1869h9ß . 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
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Cook, Pn —Continued. 
motions made by, to 

le ovis neo ncn ceesauosoneeconee © psnongsoener ses 
withdraw elle Ry eet James Johnson 
as presen from James Johnson, to be relieved 
m certain DayMeM in ware — — 
Cooper, Alexander, pa there bil to war claim of 
Cooper, AIEE a (H. R. No, 955) for relief of. 
introduced by FFF 


referred to the Committee on War Claims scor sesass ans 
Cooper, J. H., and others, petition of, for an amendment of the 


r oc noe taner oA piana Amat 

Coosa River, bill (H. R. No. 239) to appropriate . money for con- 
tinuing the improvement of. 

introduced by Mr. Felton ee eee 

referred to the Committee on Commerce....., ....-.-.+--- 


bill (H. R. No. 1215 making an appropriation for the im- 
provement o: 
introduced by Mr. fea 


bill (H. R. No. 1342) for the improvement of, 
introduced by Mr. Forney ...--- .-----++--++-++5+= 
referred to the Committee on Commerce .........- 
Corbett, James, heirs of, petition of, for a pension 
Corbett, Sewell B., 
sie: Hugh, bill i 5 


PR. No. 1102) for the relief of. 


. ß 3 

Ge o 10 tio SA (HL Mo, eee 
rlett, Jo! ( Yo, 711) a on to, 

introduced by Mr. OVER enrere iss sachsees i eee % 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


papers relating to the claim of, for a pension 
CORLETT, WILLIAM W., a delegate from Wyoming— 
CCC E E E ES 5 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 802, to regulate the cutting of timber on the pub- 
lic lands of yoming Territory. 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
H. R. No. 803, to provide for the completion of the peniten- 
tiary in Wyoming Terri 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
H. R. No. 804, to transfer the care et custody of the peni- 
tentiary in Wyoming Territory to said Territory.... 
referred to the Committee on the Territories............ 
H. R. No. 1199, for the relief of certain settlers in the Wind 
River Valley, Wyoming Territory. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 1200, for the location of a military wagon-road 
from Green River City, Wyoming Territory, to the 
Yellowstone National Park, und to Fort en in 
Hann 8 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ye 
H. R. No. 1201, making an appropriakon for the ‘purchase 
of a law librar. ay for the use of the courts and the 
United States officers in the Territory of Wyoming... 
referred to the Committee on the Territories............ 


H. R. No. 1202, defining and protecting the a emp a ry rights 
of parties to lands and mining claims, the title to 
which is in the United States 

referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary............. 


joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 57, to amend the Con- 
stitution so as to give to the several Territories and 
the District of Columbia one member each in the 
House of Representatives. Referred to the omar 
e 


ee on the joint resolution (H, R. No, 48) in relation 
Pig the international E 
Cornwall, n petition of, for the passage of bill H. R. No. 
Cornwell, William A., bill (H. R. No. 1335) for the removal of 
the political disabilities of. 
introduced by Mr. Cook 
referred to the Committee on the J udiciary 
85 ell, Ingram, Doorkeeper’s department, payment 8 
„John B., petition of, for a pension 
Gotten Jane D., 757 — of, ‘for u pension b 
bill (H. R. No. 0) granting a pension to. 
introduced by CCC 8 


Cotton, legislation concerning 
taxes on cotton to be— 
appropria ga to school purposes, bill (H. R. No, 774) eee: 
ell 
refunded, bi 


—— — ꝶꝙ—434„ä 


(H. R. No. 1339) by Mr. Cook 
bill (H. R. No. 1670) by Mr. Robertson 


355 W of cotton on a ee bill (H R. No. 1353) by 
3⁵⁵ almers 


Mr. Ch: 


petition of, for payment of a war claim.. 134, 208 


248 
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Cotton, legislation coneerning—Continued. 
value of cotton to be refunded, when seized after— 


May 29, 1865, bill (H. R. No. 1337) by Mr. Col.... . 355 
May 30, 1865, bill OT R. No. 1584) by Mr. Mills 607 
April 10, 1865, bill (H. R. No. apes Mr. Cabell. ........-. 210 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, bill (H. R. No. 1129) providing for a public 
building at. 
introduced by Mr. Sapp „4j - 249 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 249 
Counting the Electoral Votes, the Select Committee on— 
bills, let and resolutions referred to 186, 191, 233, 250 
petitions referred to F 199 
Court 2 Claims, bill (H. R. No. 6) to enlarge the jurisdiction of 
6. 
introduced by Mr. mEDAR ESAI LIARS F ARANA aaa 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy - 169 
Court of Claims, 8 of, appropriations for —- 585 
COVERT, JAMES W., a Representative from New York— 
ER Pe RT Re N A T — 1 
appointed on committee. „%%. 198 
leave of absence granted to e ence TAT 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 924, to incorporate the Citizens’ Gas-Light Com- 
pany, of Washington, District of Columbia 235 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia... 235 
H. R. No. 925, for the relief of Charles G. Summers, late sec- 
ond lieutenant in the Seventy-first Regimens New 
MORK VOLUN- oco cece sosash wba tasea page eesi 235 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 235 
H. R. No. 926, to provide for the improvement of Flushing 
Bay and Harbor, at Flushing, New York. 235 
referred to the Committee on Commerce b 235 
H. R. No. 1643, for the relief of Charles G. Summers, of New 
// SI T TA E 86 722 
referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs 722 
H. R. No. 1644, granting an increase of pension to John J. 
Win sie gebuda ahd pudacs casenanensabpcass 722 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 722 
H. R. No. 1645, granting a pension to Lafayette Decker.... 722 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......-... 722 
petition presented bys from Oscar F. Stanton, for his proper 
position in the Navy Register 727 
remarks by, on the— . 
bill (H. R. No. 902) asking Appronta for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1878.. 288 
rsonal explanation ES deeb yee 527 
Covington, Kentucky, citizens of, petition of, for an increase 
of the salaries of letter-carriers.........-...---..--- 133 
Cowan, Garrett F., bill (H. R. No. 1149) granting increase of 
pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin. 250 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 20 
Cowles, George, bill (H. R. No. 50) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps 170 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 170 
Cox, Jacon D., a Representative from Ohio 
PILI A An TEE / dese pede sees ecbaceswacsore OL 
appointed on committees .... 2... 6.0. ices ence cece 197 
bills introduced by, viz :— 
H. R. No. 1001, for the relief of Lieutenant Henry Z. Eaton.. 237 
referred to the Committee on War Claims... 237 
H. R. No. 1002, for the relief of John Katon 237 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 237 


H. R. No. 1222, to authorize the appointment of an assistan 
: Fb ig Merve in the United States Army... 
ref to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 
resolutions offered by— 

that until otherwise ordered, the daily hour of meeting be 
twelve o’clock meridian...................---- Prefs 

that Meg estion of the prima facie as well as the final right 
of J. S. Richardson and Joseph H. Rainey, contestants, 
respectively claiming a seat in the House from the 

first district of South Carolina, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, hereafter to be appointed; and 

until such committee shall have re 


if any, have been paid, and under what 20 5 rin- 


tions, and what deficiencies should be provided for 
by Congress. Withdrawn ....-..--.- e 
itions presented by, from 


Cox, Jacos D.—Continued. 

petitions presented by, from— 
Eaton, Lieutenant Henry Z., relating to the claim of. 
District of Columbia, citizens of, relating to taxation and 
nprere nr cesacce sevucdyeves 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
SONG; SO, i . Ü8 


•— UU UH H no oe7 e 7 eww ne ewww tweens 


Cox, SAMUEL S., a Representative from New York— 
es A/ // / 
apes OT) GOMMI O Lo sae silideavevocuevesediowsccvas 

ings and remarks from the chair 


360 


285, 290, 


291, 292, 293, 295, 296, 297, 298, 299, 300, 307, 308, 
310, 311, 323, 326, 329, 330, 331, 332, 333, 334, 336, 337 


bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 83, to remove the disabilities im by the third 
section of the fourteenth article of the amendments 
of the Constitution of the United States ‘ 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 

H. R. No. 84, providing for the issue of silver coin on deposit 
Of DAW ON a2 cites 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency... - 

H. R. No. 85, to repeal an act authorizing the coinage of a 
twenty-cent piece of silver 2... 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency y 

H. R. No. 86, to provide for the settlement of the accounts 

of workmen, &c., for excess of eight hours’ labor... 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
reported back and referred to the Committee on Appro- 
ien . 

H. R. No. 1214, for the relief of Robert C. Murphy, of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia, late United States con- 
sul at Shanghai, China eb 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

H. R. No. 1286, granting relief to John T. Neale, an em- 
ployé of the Provost-Marshal-General’s Department 
in 1861, for injuries sustained in the line of his duties.. 

referred to the Committee of Claims 
reference chan to the Committee on War Claims 
resolutions offered by— 

that the Secretary of the Navy be directed to report to this 
House what action has been taken in the navy-yards 
in regulating the hours of labor; and whether such ac- 
tion has been in derogation of or compliance with sec- 
tion 3736 of the Revised Statutes, which requires that 
eight hours shall constitute a day’s work. Adopted. 

that Thomas G. Bryan be appointed a page in addition 
to the pages autho: by law. Considered and 


A '᷑' ⁵ tin[nk Cee eee eee ene ee ewee 


A ͤ TTT 
United States, workingmen of, relating to the compensation 
of Government employesss . 
New York, merchants of, and others, against the repeal of 


172 
172 


172 
172 


172 
172 


172 
172 
306 


253 


726 


133 


211 


133 
164 


the bankrupt law eee eee 166, 262 
243 


Pellegrini, A. Snider, relating to the finances 
Laborers and mechanics ‘on the new War Office, relating to 
the hours of labor... 128 

New York Chamber of Commerce, against the repeal of the 
RA 8 
Gardeners, laborers, and others, to be paid for extra time.. 
Conroy, David, for relief. 44 
Neal, John T., for sri eee for injuries 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of John T. Neal... 
incidental remarks b; 


—ä—Z—ZCẽ——ä öl sesmar sees 


510 
510 


198 


52, 54, 56 
67, 74, 76, 86, 94, 133, 164, 166, 172, 222, 241, 281, 515, 565, 


remarks by, on the— 


ut one 2 52, 53, 59, 60 
olorado contested- election case. 53, 613, 614 
Sh Of bn dete edcisasesarcuotuewers wiwe 55,515 
South Carolina contested-election case—first district...... 60, 61, 
- 62, 63, 64, 65 
California contested-eleetion case—fourth district 92, 93 
resolution by, Raney an additional page 211 
report from Committee of Accounts concerning committee 


o —— . 7 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of Ke fp payments 

267, 


reference of bill (H. R. No. 905) to authorize the free coin- 
age of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its 
e 


personal explanation S 


resolution concerning claims against the Navy Department. 


, 269, 407, 408, 409 


-tender character EU glG a wade 232, 233 
248 


24 


80 
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° Page. 
Cox, SAMUEL S.—Coutinued. 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) re Say Beh cbse for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30,1878.. 332 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional exposition.........- .....--...---- 454, 455, 528, 529, 
530, 531, 532, 533, 534, 535, 536, 539, 540, 543, 544, 545, 546, 567 
bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the changing of the name 
of the ship Samuel G. Recd n —— 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
: riations for the service of the Government for the 
Bacal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years. N 


Crab Orchard, Kentucky, bill (H. R. No. 337) for the benefit of K 
the trustees of the Baptist church at. 


introduced by Mr. Durham 18] 
referred to the Committee on War Claims.....-..........- 181 
Baptist church of, papers relating to war claims off 234 
Craig, Mrs. Maria B., bill (H. R. No. 1363) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio s 355 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensi 355 
Craige, G. D., petition of, for a pension 569 
Cramer, Lieutenant Jacob, heirs of, petition of, for a title to 
certain land o 
bill (H. R. No. 1523) for the relief of. 
introduged by Mr. O'Neill 2 515 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 515 
Crane, Orin B., petition of, for a pensieon 200 
bill (H. R. No. 702) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Fries Ee dee tender doninta 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
Crapo, WILLIAM W., a Representative from Massachusetts— 
Aenne p ͤ espe 50 
appointed on committees t +--+ ----- 198 
bills introduced by, viz : 
H. R. No, 24, to relieve certain ships and vessels from com- 
Palaory: pilot: foes . aga 170 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - 170 
H. R. No. 1269, to authorize the Secre of the Treasury 
to fix and limit the salaries of collectors and other 
officers of custom. 352 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 352 


H. R. No. 1270, to repeal sections 2513 and 2514 of the Re- 


vised Statutes of the United States..............-.. 352 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means........... 352 
H. R. No. 1271, AET i the salaries to be paid the col- 
lectorsof customs of Plymouth and Nantucket, Mas- 
r . T S 352 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 352 
H. R. No. 1272, for the relief of the Old Dominion Steamship 
h ABAqꝓq qqq. wad AES cso see ¥ 352 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 352 
H. R. No, 1564, granting a pension to Elizabeth Totten, 
widow of Commodore Benjamin J. Totten - 606 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 606 
resolutions offered by— 
that there be to Andrew Stepper, out of the contingent 
fund of the House, for services as messenger for 
twenty days in March, 1877. Referred to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts .. 2. 22. ce cew dee ccuseewelicss =o e - 606 
that Isaac T. Moore, deputy sergeant-at-arms of the House 
special committee to investigate the recent elections 
in Lonisiana, be allowed the sum of $325, to be paid 
out of the contingent fund of the House. Referred 
to the Committee of Accounts . 606 
petitions presented by, from ` 
Denham, James R., and others, for an increase of the sala- 
ries of letter- carrier. 148 
Mayhew, John W., administrator, for compensation from 
the Geneva award fung). 206 
Saunders, e and others, against unjust discrimina- 
Hon inn T S TES 327 
Smith, W. T., and others, to be reimbursed for certain losses i 
wen ] AA ð z 
Sutorins, Alexander, for reinstatement as captain 548 
remarks by, on the 4 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional exposition mec. scnseecssescetessiccseescee 542 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 588 
CRAVENS, JORDAN E., a Representative from Arkansas— 
eee A 51 
appointed on committeesꝶs 2222-2 ee weee een eee 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 619, for the relief of John S. Houston 191 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
H. R. No. 620, for the relief of Byron S. Morris 191 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 


Page. 
Cravens, JORDAN E.— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1100, for the relief of Harmon Mick le 248 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 248 
H. R. No. 1101, for the relief of Warren Drake 248 
referred to the Committee on War Claims...........-.-. 248 
H. R. No. 1102, for the relief of Hugh Core 248 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 248 
H. R. No. 1103, for the relief of Charles Ayliff-.....-..-..-. 248 
referred te the Committee on War Claims 248 
H. R. No. 1429, donating military reservation of Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, to the city of Fort Smith for free schools.. 358 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 358 
H. R. No. 1400, for the relief of Powell E. Hogue...... .... 358 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 358 
H. R. No 1709, to organize the Territory of Oklahoma. 725 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affuirs ... 725 
H. R. No. 1710, for the relief of Sarah J. Raney.. 725 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 725 
H. R. No. 1711, for the relief of Mark Davis.. 725 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 725 
H. R. No, 1712, for the relief of David Dodd. 725 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 725 
joint resolution introduced by— 
H. R. No. 13, submitting proposed amendment to the Con- 
stitution, to be designated article 16 191 
referred to the select committee on the electoral count.. 191 
petitions presented by, from— 
Jones, Augustus D., submitting an amendment to the Con- 
stitution VVV 199 
Cole, Coleman, and others, for a post- route crore, Looe 
Fitzgerald, Bishop E., for payment of a war claim. 442 
Pomeroy, James M., for an appropriation for the encourage- 
WONG OF TINS WAGON. sts sas vase serncepoacre spurs 599 
MCiCental TUMBLER DY soko K . 400 
remarks by, on the Colorado contested-election case 139 
Crawford, Alexander C., bill (H. R. No. 1721) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings ...... 2.22. .22 220 pee cne cone cone 725 
referred to the Committee of Claims 725 
Crawford, Thomas, bill (H. R. No. 467) to restore the name of. 
introduced by Mr. Bicknell :...5. .-.-22 ce. eles nce raons 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
Crenshaw, A. L. H., bill (H. R. No. 558) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin asss cove 188 
referred to the Committee on War Claims pisses - 18 
sp relating to the war claim o... 336 
Criminal cases, bill (H. R. No. 998) to provide for taking testi- 
mony in. 
introduced by Mr. Saylor s iii sinss ces cede ososan 277 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .........-....-. 237 
Criminal cases in the courts of the several States, bill (H. R. 
No. 220) to prevent interference with the adminis- 
tration of justice in. 
introduced by Mr. Robbins . . 176 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y -2-4 ---- 176 
Crippled and disabled soldiers in the service of the House, de- 
r e ceot ee esos haus ess 5 
Criser, Jacob, pennan of, for compensation for services ren- 
dered the War Department 
CRITTENDEN, THomas T., a Representative from Missouri 
e ß enon cceeey coucss TN 277281 
appointed on committee 193 
bills introduced by, viz: : 
H. R. No. 577, for the relief of Jason Ashworth, of Polk 
Ronny, . nos uso seeps nese ates dene 189 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 
H. R. No. 578, for the relief of Mary A. Silvey...-...----- 189 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 189 
H. R. No. 579, for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Alexander Barclay, ecco 189 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 189 
H. R. No. 580, for the relief of Reinhart Breinneiss, John H. 
Moas, Henry W. Kolkmeyer, Frank Breinneiss, and 
Louis Tompkins, of Missouri, for services rendered to 
the United States during the war . 189 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 
H. R. No. 581, for the relief of Joseph Diehl, of Moniteau 
County, rr ec soca ees cestee 189 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 189 
H. R. No, 582, for the relief of R. M. Wyrick and others, 
loyal citizens of Missouri 189 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 
H. R. No. 1085, for the relief of George M. D. Touns ...... 240 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensious 240 
H. R. No. 1086, providing for the erection of a building at 
Jefferson City, Missouri, for the use and accommo-- 
dation of United States courts and other Government 
r KAH ee ALIKE AITA 240 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 240 
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Page. 


CRITTENDEN, THOMAS T,— Continued, 


H. R. No. 1552, for the relief of Mrs. Julia H. Totten, widow 
of James Totten, lute lieutenant-colonel and assistant 
inspector-general United States Army 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
resolution offered by, that the President of the United States 
be requested toinform the House what legalimpedi- 

ments, ifany, exist which prevent him from executing 

laws in accordance with the agreements made by the 

Union Pacific Railroad Company and its branches 

with the United States 

reintroduced by Mr. Phillipß e 

Offered and objected to „ „„ 4 „„ 4144 


605 
606 


606 
606 


724 


the rules were iy age and the resolution adopted . 726, 727 
y, 


petitions presented from— 


La Fayette County 


o ; 
incidental remarks by 
remarks by, on the— 

bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 

of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1878. 

293, 294, 

bill (II. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 


—nl nee —— 


286, 


„301, 322, 323, 329, 330 


provide for the resumption of specie payments..... 485, 
486, 487, 488, 480, 490, 493, 494 


joint resolution (H. R, No. 48) in relation to international 
00000000 VVT 
bill (II. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the 
appropriations fer the service of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior 
OATS Ses cece dec ET TTT 5 
Croman, Jacob G., bill (H. R. No. 134) for the relief o 
introduced by Mr. Mais... ‘ 
8 Se the mee on No. 754) Pensions <3 22.265 1<20 
rowley, James W., bill (H. R. No. 754) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips j 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
7 b Zephaniah, and others, petition of, for a pension .... 
bill (H. R. No. 1500) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Garfield 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
CUuLBERSON, DAVID B., a Representative from Texas— 
attended 
1 nemme „ A 


eee- 


—— tee eeee 


the ist of onsas f 187 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 662, to repeal an act entitled “An act to provide 
for the resumption of specie payments,” approved 
Jannary 14, 1675, and to authorize the reissue of 
United States legal-tender notes. 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 663, to amend sections 1 and J of an act entitled 
“An act to determine the jarisdiction of circuit courts 

of the United States, and to regulate the removal of 
causes from State courts, and for other purposes,“ 
approved March , 17/5 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... ......... 
H. R. No. 664, to provide for the coinagp of silver dollars, 
and for other pu 
referred to the 


—— —— w — ͤõ ‚ — ͤEꝓ 33 
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the cities of Jefferson, in Texas, and Shreveport, in 
Lou ES 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 14, applying the 
appropriation made March 3, 1877, to pay certain 
southern mail contractor 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations 


594, 595 


CULBERSON, Davip B.— Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Giddings, Georgo H., for relief 
Dahoney, E. L., concerning the present hard times 
Purnell, Mary E., relating to the claim of.. 
Davenport, S. J., for pay for services in the engineer's 
OPAO Goo eas o'e ase usasees nes 
Jefferson, Texas, mayor and aldermen of, for the improve- 
ment of navigation a 
remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No. 902) makin, 
of the Army for fise 
bill (H. R. No. 505) to repeal the third section of the re- 
sumption act. [See Appendix, page 55. 
Culler, Michael, bill (H. R. No. 159) for the relief 
introduced by Mr. Walsh „ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 
Culver, F. B., petition of, for compensation.for services as In- 
dian NG sess ETE A P anics take 3 
Culver, F. F., bill CL R. No, 1476) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Scales .. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Cumberland River, bill (H. R. No. 379) appropriating 825,000 
for the improvement of the navigation of the. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle. 2. e e saspe odyo cose ássa 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 


ses- 2222 7*²³ré 


appropriations for the support 


—— 2 
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Cumberland road, Ohio, bill (H. R. No. 1008) relating to the. 
introduced by Mr, Keifer... 44 nes eee ance 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. .. 

Cumming, Joseph M., and others, papers relating to war claim 

Wiivanda peal LTS bes nies sauhheseubuateeenewcotens 

Cummings, Doyle & Co., bill (H. R. No. 874) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. House 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 

CM] Nds, Henry J. B., a Representative from Iowa 
attended 
appointed on committees 3 
bills introduced by, viz: 

II. R. No. 691, authorizing the coinage of the silver dollar, 
and making provision for the gradual resumption o 
eie p ent —˙? 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currene 

H. R. No. 846, for the relief of Thomas C. Young, late pri- 
vate of Company F, Thirty-ninth Iowa Infantry .... 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 

II. R. No. 1 for the relief of Robert Cole ss 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
petitions presented by, from— 

Pleasanton, Iowa, citizens of, for cheap telegraphy...-..... 

Gue, B. F., and others, for an inerense of the salaries of 
letter-carriers 

Des Moines, Iowa, letter-carriers of, for an increase of sala- 
ries 

incidental remarks by........-.- aveces . 
remarks by, on the— 

bill (H. R. No., 808) to repeal the third section of the act to 

rovide for the resumption of specie payments 
bill (H. R. No, 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 

tion act. [See Appendix, page 7.J 

Cummings, James, papers relating to the war claim off. 

Cummi John D., petition of, for relief 3 
bill (H. R. No. 841) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Joy r „ „„ „„.„ be 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

Cummings, J. J., bill (H. R. No. 416) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell «„ ä 4 
referred to the Committee on War Claims b 

Cunningham, Josiah, petition of, for payment for services 
bill (H. R. No. 586) for the relief of, 

introduced by Mr. Morgan . 

referred to the Committee of Claims 

reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 

Cunningham, Moses, bill (H. R. No. 408) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell . „„ 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

Curby, Abraham, petition of, for an increase of 

Curran, 24 William II., petition of, for compensation 

es 

Cushing, Milton B. 

Custer, Mrs. E., bill 
introduced by Mr. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


ene ũ ˖ũ õũw eee sess tenesse 
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year ending June 30, 1878... . 209, 331 
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Custer, Elizabeth B., petition of, that she be paid certain 


—UUU—Uũ B e ——— — 


Custom-house bands; bill (H. R. No. 999) relating to the execu- 
tion of. 
introduced: by Mr. Saler „% „„ 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.. — 
Customs and revenue laws, bill (H. R. No. 40) amendment of. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.. 
bill (H. R. No. 58) amendatory of an act concernin 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork : 
referred to the Committee on the qudiciary 
bill (H. R. No. 207) for the amendment of. 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency...... 
Cc Audusrus W., a Representative from New Jersey 
Kelnldſkldkkld T8 
appointed on committee 
leave of absence granted tz. 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 101, applying the proceeds of the public lands to 
the support of free schools ..........---.-.-..--..-- 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
H. R. No. 102, equalizing taxes 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Mean 
H. R. No. 103, granting a pension to William S. Fonda 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........-. 
H. R. No. 104, for the relief of Eliza Howard Powers 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
H. R. No. 105, declaring the Department of Agricultare one 
of the Executive Departments. 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
H. R. No. 1296, to provide for the care of all animals to be 
slanghtered for food purposes in the District of Co- 
lumbis, and to incorporate the Washington Stock- 
Yard, Abattoir, and Rendering Company............ 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the Honse be, and is 
hereby, directed to pay Ingram Coryell, from the con- 
tingent fund of the House, for services rendered as 
messenger in the Doorkeeper’s department of the 
House. Referred to the Committee of Acconnts.... 
petitions presented by, from letter-carriers of Paterson, New 
Jersey, and others, for an increase of salaries 
Cutler, Lieutenant C. A., bill (H. R. No. 1701) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Fort reem „ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Cynthiana, Kentucky, citizens of, petitions of, for compensa- 
tion for property destroyed by filr 
bill (H. R. No. 1030) for the relief of sufferers by fire in. 
introduced by Mr. Carlisle 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


D. 


Dahler, Charles L., bill (H. R. No. 798) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Maginnis. ... .esseseccceesensposaces wane 
referred to the Committee of Claim 

Dahlgren, Rear-Admiral John A., bill (H. R. No. 70) authorizing 

a settlement of the claims of the estate of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

Dahoney, E. L., petition of, concerning the present hard times.. 

Dakota, the Territory of— 


-- 


Delegate from, attended: Jefferson P. Kidder 
legislation concerning 
ill (II. R. No. 787) to granit lands to Dakota, Montana, Ari- 
zona, Idaho, and Wyoming for university purposes, 
introduced by Mr. Kidde . 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands $ 


bill (H. R. No. 789) to appropriate money for the purchase 
of a law library for the Territory of Dakota. 
introduced: by Mr. Kidder „%o 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
bill (H. R. No. 790) to enable the people of Dakota to form 
a constitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of the said State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States, 
introdu: DY MT KOL —T—T—T—T— gapa aeS AE paS 


bill (H. R. No. 791) to establish a land district in thè Black 
Hills, in the Territory of Dakota. 
introduced by Mr. Ridder snesee seces . 


Dakota, the Territory of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 

ill (H. R. No. 1190) authorizing the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of Dakota by general incorporation acts 
bid premis persons to associate themselves together as 

ies corporate for the transportation of freight and 
passengers by land or water. 

introduced by Mr. Kidder .... 222.22. cee cece ccceneecce 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. y 

memorialsand petitions from citizens of, for 
Dakota volunteers, bill (H. R. No, 1189) to extend the time for 
presenting the claims of, 
introduced by Mr. Kidder Vase pada sadaench se 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Dalferes, Celestine and Thomas, petition of, for payment of a 
WEE CMU Gow oe ene sare th rye inacar cer hep rernte TO 
Dalton, Georgia, bill (H. R. No. 965) for the relief of the Catholio 
church at. 
introduced by Mr. Felton e 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
Dan River, bill (II. R. No. Bs relating to survey at certain 
points in North Carolina of. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Dane, J. F. & Co., and others, remonstrance of, against the re- 


= of the bankrupt lag —— 
DANFORD, LORENZO, a Representative from Ohio 
attended 


appointed on committees .............----2 isss ---- eee eee 
bill introduced by, viz: II. R. No. 315, for the relief of John II. 
Jones and Thomas D. Harris. 


resene ũ: eseese 
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petitions presented by, from — 
Hixon, Amos, for a pension. 
Ohio, for a post-ronte from Quaker City to Freeport . 
incidental remarks by .... ......-- -.-+-----+<- - 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain 
deficiencies in the pay of the Navy and the pay of the 


Marine 1 2 25 2 e 35.5 b 

Danjean, Felix, bill (H. R. No. 986) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Darrall...... 2-22... ens cnn nes cons ceoece 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions —— . 
Danlon, John, petition of, for a pension ....-.--.-.-...-..... 


Danville, Kentucky, bill (H. R. No. 335) for the benefit of the 


Christian church at. 
introduced by Mr. Durham „ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Christian church at, papers relating to war claim ot... 
Danville, Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 865) for the erection of pub- 
lic buildings in. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell . „„ Seance 


referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 
Darien, Georgia, bill (H. R. No. 250) to appropriate money for 
improvement of harbor at. E 
introduced by Mr. Hartridge 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
pilots and citizens of, memorial of, against the 
law for com poe? | 23 F AASTAS pana TARNE 

Dering Je oman; petition of, for compensation for carrying the 


— —— fl 33333333332*ͤdt«ͤ4q/ anne 


m 
Darling, John 5 5 (II. R. No. 1254) for the relief of. 


IN CPOUTNEG DY Bale RIGO d eramernwene we 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ............... 
DARRALL, CHESTER B., a Representative from Louisiana 
attended. — 2; esere pesade ar 
appointed on committeess N 3 e 
leave of absence granted too 3 


bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 287, to change the name of the port of entry of 
the district of the Teche, in Louisiana, from Brashear 
to Morgan) City... . co... Jcccccenne anccccccecsecesc 

referred to the Committee on Commerce ames 

H. R. No, 288, making an appropriation of $40,000 to enable 

the Conmissionér of the General Land Office to com- 
ply with the act of July 4, 9 to market 

he public lands in the States of Mississippi, Alabama, 
Florida, and Louls ian 


road, . the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great 
Western Railroad, 


post-rontes.. 134, 166, 


Page, 


252 
252 
282 


243 


179 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House . 810,811 


179 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


DaRRALL, CHESTER B.—Continued. 


bills introduced by— ` 
H. R. No. 291, for the relief of the sureties on the official 
bond of B. T. Beauregard, late collector of internal 
revenne, second district of Louisiana 179 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 179 
H. R. No. 986, granting a pension to Felix Danjean, of Lou- 
e so sar eared oe ARR RANEE Vania Ate 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
H. R. No. 987, making an appropriation for removal of ob- 
structions to navigation in the Calcasieu River, in the 
State of Louisan 464) 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 237 
joint resolution introduced by, (H, R. No. 9,) . the 
thanks of Con to Lieutenant D. F. Tozier, aud 
the officers and men of the revenue-steamer Dix, for 
rescuing the French bark Peabody, with sixteen per- 
sons on board, stranded in the Gulf of Mexico, Feb- 
KUGUY 2, 100 ts wien / 17 79 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 179 
petitions presented by, from 
Rhodes & Bagaley, for payment of a war claim. 243 
Dalferes, Thomas and Celestine, for the payment of a war 
CLINI A N O S TE S TOE R O 243 
Louisiana, citizens of, for a land grant to certain railroad.. 339 
incidental nm tea nneceweseshcocenscassian 55 
Daun, E. S., and others, petition of, for an increase of the sala- 
ries of letter-carriers. .. „4144 166 
Davenport, Iowa, bill (H. R. No. 1250) providing for a public 
building at. 
F/ A - 328 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. ----.---- ---- 328 
letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, for an increase of 
NUINTION Mase ey cans cena chase Dat S deen denotes 148 
Davenport, S. J., papers relating to the claim of, for pay for 
GESUIOON at sc OR T E PR oaetathsalienh aver 442, 727 
Davidson, E. C., bill (H. R. No. 1359) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Elan e. 5 355 
referred to the Committee of Elections 355 
Davidson, Herman E., bill (H. R. No. 1233) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr: Banka: 2065. —T—— 282 
referred to the Committee on Patents 282 
Davidson and Davidson's heirs, petition of, for relief 413 


Davipson, RonkRT H. M., a Representative from Florida 
attended 


51 
appointed on committees. ....--..-.---.-.----+----------- 198, 227 
petitions presented by, from— 


Arnan, Paul, and others, for the donation of land to a pub- 
CCTV 166 

Florida, Legislature of, for certain mail- routes 358 

Florida, Legislature of, for the improvement of the Suwanee 
e ee e T TY eden eaiioan aver 358 

Florida, Legislature of, for the improvement of the Caloos- 
ü AAA AA 1 358 

Florida, for a post- route 4 ée'3’i 621 

Davidson County, Tennessee, citizens of, petition of, for a post- 
134 
221 
211 
211 
Davis, HORACE, a Representative from California— 
0G C0000 51 
appointed on committees. sss e 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 730, relating to the equitable and legal rights of 
parties in possession of certain lands and improve- 
ments thereon in California, and to provide jurisdic- 
tion to determine those rights ........-...-..--. ---- 195 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...-.....--.. 195 

H. R. No. 1156, for the relief of C. N, Felton, late assistant 
treasurer of the United States at San Francisco, Cali- 
67777 ᷣ ̃ T AE AEEA 251 

referred to the Committee of Claims. 251 

H. R. No. 1538, to provide for the purchase of a site and 
commencement of a building for the post-office at San 
Francisco, Gin —!Uk 582 

referred to the Committee on Appropriations............ 582 

H. R. No. 1602, to exempt steam-plow machinery from pay- 

a TI shims sekasietes aT 608 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 603 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of J. H. Merrill. 442 
petitions presented by, from— 

San Francisco, California, letter-carriers of, for an increase 
Of RAIRMIPR Reto ß ß 133 

California, laborers and mechanics of, for the enforcement 
of the eight-hour Ia q 282 

Felton, OUN;, ret ᷣͤ — 327 

Davis, H. C., motion withdrawing the papers of.. 2435 


bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 203, to refund to the State of North Carolina cer- 


Page. 

Davis, JOSEPH J., a Representative from North Carolina— 
Attends e d e spn ateonne 51 
appointed on committee s «««„ĩ„/: 197, 198 
leave of absence granted to—— --- 000 +2 nee cee ene cane 727 


tain moneys therein named..-.-.. ......-.------+---- 176 
referred to the Committee of Claims 176 
H. R. No. 204, to repeal so much of section 3480 of the Re- 
vised Statutes as forbids the payment of the accounts, 
claims, and demands therein named 176 
referred to the Committee on the Juditiary..........--. 176 
H. R. No. 205, to refund to the State of North Carolina cer- 
tain moneys therein named 176 
referred to the Committee of Claims 176 
H, R. No. 206, to repeal sections 3412 and 3413 of the Revised 
Btatobess cove on) cone seo E r S 5 17 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 176 
H. R. No. 207, to repeal sections 19, 20, and 21 of the act en- 
titled An act to amend existing customs and internal- 
revenue laws, and for other purposes,” approved Feb- 
TURES Sy OLS ccs denevercares== A 176 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 176 
H, R. No. 208, to amend section 5198 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to usury 4 „„%%6„6%3„„„6: 176 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 176 
H. R. No. 209, to repeal section 4716 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States . cree cece 176 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions - 176 
H. R. No. 1562, for the relief of Amelia Ann Whitaker..... 606 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 606 
H. R. No. 1 for the relief of Philemon B. Hawkins 606 
referred to the Committee of Claims 606 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the House is author- 
ized to pay outof the contingent fund for services ren- 
dered as pages by F. A. Wright, B. Whitley, and G. H. 
Weber. Referred to the Committee of Accounts 281 
petitions presented by, from— 
North Carolina, for a post-route from Forrestville to Earps- 
borougu 4444 8 199 
North Carolina, for certain post- routes 221, 243 
Colter, N. C., relating to claim off 243 
incidental remarks b 2 256 
remarks by, on the— 
Order Of DUSINeBB: e wescnsnsegencess 256 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
rovide for the resumption of specie 5 409, 410, 411 
Davis, Mark, bill Kig R. No. 1711) for relief o 
introduced by: Mr. Cravens: .<- 22-0. sons cncespocnececcce 725 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 725 
Davis, Rachel A., bill (H. R. No. 930) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Peddie.... .....----- „ 2 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 235 
Davis, Robert R., motion . the pa) Oh ia T 223 
Davis, William H., bill (H. R. No. 1734) for rellef of 
introduced by Mr. Page --++---++------- 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
motion withdrawing the papara 99S 
Day, Charles H., petition of, for an increase of pension 


Day, C. W., petition of, for payment of a war claim 
Day, L. Madison, petition of, for the repayment of certain money. 
Dayton, Ohio, citizens of, petition of, for an increase of the sal- 
aries of letter-Sarriers 4 e 
letter- carriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries --- 
National Military Home at, soldiers of, petition of, for a pen- 
/ . sas 
Deaver, W. H., papers relating to war claim o.. 
Decker, Lafayette, bill (H. R. No. 1645) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Covert 4 „4%ͤe 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Decker, Selar B., bill (H. R. No. 470) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Bicknell. ........ 2 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Deegan, William, and William 8. Dulin, petition of, for commu- 
GAG OF BIBI oe ico So oc A ER H E E 
DEERING, NATHANIEL C., a Representative from Iowa 
AM 7 wnbstensansaane 0 
appointed on committees. 4 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1442, granting a pension to Adelia K. Clark 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1443, granting a pension to William Gibson 
referred to ue pon ten on Java . 3 k 
petition presented by, from citizens of Iowa, for arrearage o 
pension to soldiers of the United States Army 


eee ²OŨ7—'» ¼¾²˙—ͤ . , 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the act to provide for the resumption of specie 
payment 
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Deficiencies, bill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain, in the 
pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, 
and for other purposes. 

reported by Mr. Blount, of Georgia, from the Committee on 
Appropriations 
considered and passed 
remarks on the, by— 
Mr. . . TEITL De Sean 


——ä“6—U ð ———— 22 


Hale 


referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations. ...... 
amendments submitted and referred 
reported back without amendment and passed by the 
PODNO Conve cae Venn aE nue ee cL enn ton ae 414 
examined and sigued 4 „ 437, 522 
bills (H. R. Nos. 1521 and ee to provide for, in the appro- 
riutions for the service of the Government for the 
scal year ending June 30, 1878. 
reported by Mr. Singleton, from the Committee on Appro- 


FF C 
recommitted to the Committee on Bact e e pathos 548 
reported back with a new bill as a substitute 565 


considered, amended, and passed by the House. . 582-599, 614, 615 
remarks on the, by— 


MAT ARIUG concen oscccccstadsor esse eect edee cane 585, 586, 587 
WAKGh Gl r OT TINTI cass eueescuseceresc. 587, 588 
Banning ...--.<.--- e Aans oog aps 584, 597, 598 
A ATIA L EET OLLA SAILEKOA EET 
A TOTE OKAT AK Y 583, 589-592 
nr. , . EER, 5 
Baler ave awce csceausace teas sc sacsereacpeun nse 585, 597 
Cannon, of IIlinois e nds 590 
Chemerscia<c-ccascas cascunsanacctecerseteeee 583, 587, 588 
Cox OF NOW E A o FCIS TATTO AE EET 592-594 
A RFEA ST OTTE er e 
e KLIINIK TATATAK 
MUSE cccicccesoatesccceespeesecsasesecoseseaeas 
Garfield 
Glover 
Hale 
Haskell .... 
F 
Cb Š 
McMahon 
nS MIO pe CET LIITA T TAA 
e ATIA I LEIT, 
inf II TAAT IOM 
Singleton 
Smith, of Pennsylvaniů . 590, 591 
A BS ae ee RE ee OES ree, 584, 586, 597 
Won 88 583, 589, 590 
e eit et eat ccshetaecascatehesbaeuese , 597 
De Haven, Mary N., bill (H. R. No. 1205) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 253 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 253 
Dehon, Theodore, papers relating to the war claim off 622 
Delaware, the State of— 
Representative from, attended: James Williams 51 
Delaware Indians, bill (H. R. No. 1171) for the relief of the. 
introduced: by Mr. Phillips Selec ccs ce ees 251 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 251 
bill (H. R. No. 1172) to authorize payments to the, under 
treaty of July 4, 1866. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips...... z sees 251 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 251 
De Leon, Edwin, bill (H. R. No. 1655) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Waddell... 2... 25.2... 2220 cece ce secnee 722 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations 722 
bill (H. R. No. 1666) to remove the political disabilities of. 
introduced by Mr. Singleton .... 0... +--+. ++--+--- 723 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 723 


Denham, James R., and others, petition of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers ...-...----....-..-.-- thes 

DExISON, DUDLEY C., a Representative from Vermont 
attended 
A H a , politk enebas 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 831, relating to the equita- 
ble and legal rights of parties in possession of certain 
lands, and improvements thereon, in California, and 
to provide jurisdiction to determine those rights 
referred to, Committee on Private Land Claims scan 


—M õõk«kk—·n%j%õ% 6 . „.ç „„: 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Department of Agriculture, bill (H. R. No. 105) declaring the, 
one of the Executive Departments. 
introduced by Mr. Cutler ..............-. 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
Department of Commerce, bill (H. R. No. 106) to establish a. 
, essed Seales lee 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Deposit Savings Association, Mobile, Alabama, bill (H. R. No. 
1345) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama.. 
referred to the Committee of Claims * 
Derry, P., and others, petition of, for payment of a war-claim- 
Desbron, Mary, bill (H. R. No. 41) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Phel 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
Desert lands in California, resolutions of the supervisors of Kern 
County, California, on tho 
Deserters from the United States Army, bill (H. R. No, 882) for 
the pardon of certain. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell..... 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


eee hh wees 


— ä—à—æI3æB— 5 es 


Des Moines, Iowa, letter- carriers of, petition of, for an increase 


Aa ĩðͤ 0 — 
Des Moines Rapids on Mississippi River, bill (I. R. No. 692) for 
the relief of certain employés on the work for the 
improvement of the. 
introduced by Mr. Stone, of Io π¹¹¾,·- . 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Des Moines River lauds in Iowa, bill (H. R. No. 713) to quiet 
the titles of settlers ou the. 
introduced: by Mr. Oliver 
referred to the Commiitee on Public Lands 


586 | Detroit, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 1715) for the extension of the 


Government building at. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan ................. 
referred to Committeeon Public Buildings and Grounds. :.. 
citizens of, petition of, for an increase of the salaries of let- 
POR-ORITIGIS c 
letter-earriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries...... 
Marine Engineers’ Association of, for a reduction in the cost 
5 of a United States license 
masters, mates, and others of, petition of, for a reduction in 
the cost of-a United States license 

Detroit River, bill (H. R. No. 143) for improvement of. 

introduced by Mr, Williams, of Michigan.............. 8 
referred to the Committee on Commer c 


ů‚— —/ũ 33 sess 


introduced by Mr. Overton S tadedd' sane 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions Er wens 
De Zeralos, Mrs. Mary, motion withdrawing the papers of 
DIBRELL, GEORGE G., a Representative from Tennessee 
RtteNdOd vison e S 
appointed on committees 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 402, for the relief of Duncan Marr, of Montgomery 
County, Tennessee 32 ĩͤ a S 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


‚—ͤ—(—ͥͥ; ; Ah 


e esis ince cavceSesesecéeces 


H. R. No. 405, fixing exemptions on judgments in favor of 
the United see 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... -. 
H. R. No. 406, repealing the tax on tobacco in the hands of 
o/ coon 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
H. R. No. 407, granting a pension to James P. Thompson, of 
McMinnville, Tennessee. 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


148 


134 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Page. 
DIBRELL, GEORGE G.—Continued, 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 408, ting a pension to Moses Cunningham; of 
MeMi unty, Tennessee ee HS T 183 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Peusions:.. 183 

H. R. No. 409, for the relief of James Clift, late captain 
Fifth Tennessee Cavalry. C 183 
referred to the Committee on Mili AA ae E sean 183 

H. R. No. 410, to compensate State and county officers for 

services rendered under writs of habeas cypus from 
United States courts «07 183 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ......--..-.. 183 

H. R. No. 411, to establish a district and circuit court at 
Chattanooga, Tennessee «i-u. S 183 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary i 183 
H. R. No. 412, to reduce the expense of collecting customs.. 183 
referred to the Committee on Public Expenditures 183 

H. R. No. 413, for the relief of distilleries of small capaci 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 


H. R. No. 414, for the relief of William S. Burgess and others, 


of Tennessee 183 
referred to the Committee of Claims 72 183 
H. R. No. 415, for the relief of J. M. Bragg and others, of 
4 Dress ͤ—2ẽ—k- N 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims - 183 
H. R. No. 416, for relief of J. J. Cummings, of Tennessee... 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims....-....-.-.-- 18 
H. R. No. 417, for the relief of H. L. and J. M. Carrick, of 
r coor races panewashyaese= 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 
H. R. No. 418, for the relief of B. F. Martin, of Tennessee.. 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 
H. R. No. 419, for relief of Smith J. Walling, of Tennessee.. 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 
H. R. No. 420, to refund to Asa Faulkner, of Tennessee, the 
proceeds of cotton seized by the United States Army.. 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 
H. R. No. 421, to pay Alexander Kelly, of Marion County, 
Tennessee, for services on a military commission . 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 
H. R. No. 422, for the relief of James W. East wood's estate, 
of Warren County, Tennessee 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 
H. R. No. 423, for the relief of William Bullard, of De Kalb 
County, Tennessee, late private Company B, Fourth 
iment Mounted Infantry Volunteers 183 
refe to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 183 
H. R. No. 1047, for the relief of United States mail agents 
DALOTS GO WAT ð ͤ . 239 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 239 
petitions F by, from — 
Clift, William, for compensation for services rendered as a 
recruiting officer „„ 55 133 
Early, James F., for compensation for services rendered as 
eee . | 100 
McElwee, Thomas B., for compensation for cotton burned.. 133 
Richesin, Mrs. Jane, for payment of a war claim 133 
Ronden, A. B., for compensation for services rendered during 
BOG GLO WAR pon ac L ER IR ITR T A ET 134 
Ruohs, Joseph, for payment of a war claim 134 
McIntyre, Mrs. A. W., for an increase of pension 134 
Thompson, Rutha C., for a pension PO eS 134 
Tennessee, citizens of, for post-routes.........---.-...--.. 134 
Vaughan, Catharine, for a pension 227 
Burgess, William S., and others, to be refunded the amount 
! E dececune peclonsnwied sth seneaeenes 234 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for payment of a war 
V A 243 
Hinton, James A., for payment of a war claim 243 
Charleston, Tennessee, Cumberland Presbyterian church at, 
for payment of a war claim 510 
McMinn County, Tennessee, citizens of, for a pension to John 
F ͤ cV1—..:. v. r ae ee 799 
Calhoun, Tennessee, Cumberland Presbyterian church at, 
for pament CCC 799 
Dice, George W., bill Ae R. No. 396) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Thornburgh...............-...----..--- - 18 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 183 
Dickerson, Nathan, bill (H. R. No. 95) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Lapham 172 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 172 
Dicky, Henny L., a Representative from Ohio 
attended - 2... E ded ATE 51 
appointed on committee snus enedes -- 22s 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: i 
H. R. No. 308, for tbe relief of Joseph Bratton, of Brown 
r T A S E E AAN eee 180 
referred to the Committec on Invalid Pensions 120 


DICKEY, Henry L.— Continued. 


bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 309, for the relief of Andrew F. Higgins, of Brown 
County, Ohio Jͤͥͤĩ²?!. suse ben EE E 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1245, for the relief of Samuel V. B. Strider, of 
Chillicothe; Ohle quacissas aa 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 0 

H. R. No. 1672, for the relief of Mrs. Sarah B. Franklin 
referred to the Committee of Claims 1 

H. R. No. 1673, for the relief of John W. Skiless 


referred to the Committee on War Claims 
petitions presented by, from 
Johnson, 2 or payment of a war claim . 
Strider, Samuel V. B., for payment of a war claim 
eien skys bp osons inaatabsnendan 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the resumption act. [See Appendix, page 41.] 
Dickins, Asbury, papers relating to the claim of ............... 
bill (H. R. No. 1216) for the relief of the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Ballo 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
Diehl, Joseph, bill (H. R. No. 581) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Crittenden ...... ....-...--.- ..---+------ 189 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 
Differential duties on Spanish vessels, resolution by Mr. Wood, 
that tho President be requested to communicate to 
this House the correspondence with the penne gov- 
ernment, and the orders of the Treasury artment 
to the collectors of customs in relation to recent 
imposition of a differential duty of fifty cents per ton 
on Spanish vessels entering American ports. 
Objocted: to e eee pedeshee osooso 222 
the rules were suspended and the resolution adopted ....... - 242 
Dillon, Richard, papers relating to claim ol 8 221 
Dillon, William L., bill (H. R. No. 538) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Burchard ........ .... ----++ 3ÿ’kN 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... oan 187 
Dils, Lewis C., bill (H. R. No. 1382) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Turner - 4„„:353?L 356 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 356 
Dimmick, R. F., and others, petition of, for pensions 206 
Direct taxes, bill (H. R. No. 212) to refund certain, collected 
from citizens in insurrectionary States. 
introduced by Mr. Scales. ...- „ „„„%ũõ % 444“ 176 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 176 
Directors of national banks, resolution by Mr. Wright, that the 
Committee on Banking and Currency be directed to 
inquire into the propriety of so amending the bank 
laws as to require in the election of directors the 
principle of cumulative voting where such law may 
exist in a State in which national banks are located; 
also, as to the propriety of amending said Jaws so as 
to limit the efficiency of proxies to six months. Re- an 
OTT OG «nee ww eee mewn ce eee te eee te ene mens TTT] 
Disabilities, bill (H. R. No. 83) for the removal of all, imposed 
by the fourteenth amendment. a 
introduced by Mr. Cox, of New Tork. 172 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary -+-+ 172 
bill (H. R. No. 181) for the removal of all, imposed by tho 
fourteenth amendment, 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Virginia.......-...---..- „ 175 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy 175 
bill (H. R. No. 283) to remove, imposed by the fourteenth 
amendment, 
introdneed by Mr. Leonard 179 
referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary....-....,...-. 179 
Disabled soldiers, bill (H. R. No. 1237) granting commutation 
to. 
introduced by Mr. Patterson 285 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means ............. 285 
Disabled and crippled soldiers, discussion on 594-596 
Disbrow, Benjamin N., guardian, petition of, for an appropria- 
tion to satisfy a judgment 360 
Distilleries gf small capacity, bill (H. R. No. 413) for the relief 
of. . : : 
introduced hy Mr. Dibrell.-.-.-... 2.2 ceerce nsccne conch open 183 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means..-..-......-- > 183 
Distillers of spirits, bill (H. R. No. 294) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. Banning ---..----- 4-0- ----++s2--2+ ----- - 179 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 179 
District of Columbia, the— 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 2) to amend chapter 30 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States relating to the District of 
Columbia, and especially to notaries public. 
introduced by: Ms) èXÜ shes 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, / 109 


86 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Page. 
District of Columbia, the—Continued. 
legislation coucerning— 
bill (H. R. No. 4) to provide a penalty for wanton injury to 
the public libraries in the District of Columbia and 
in the Territories of the United States. 
introduced by Mr. Frye. ......---.----------+--- wegen . 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary...........-- = 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary > 
bill (H. R. No. 9) to provide a permanent form of govern- 
ment for the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee..........-..-------+-- wivacaes 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
bill (H. R. No. 141) for relief of workingmen of late board 
of public works of the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Hardenberghh 5 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
bill (H. R. No. 809) to reorganize the judiciary of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and to expedite the inistration 
of justice in said District. 3 
introduced by Mr. Knott 8 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary z 
bill (H. R. No. 813) to provide for building a market-house 
on square 446 in Washington, District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Buekne 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H. R. No. 924) to incorporate the Citizens’ Gas-Light 
Company, of Washington, District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Cover.. -2----+- 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H. R. No. 942) to authorize the Secretary of War to 
construct a bridge across the Potomac River at or 
near the Three Sisters Islands. 
introduced by Mr. Hunton....-. -...------+----++-20-- 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. . 
bill (H. R. No. 1084) to abolish the board of commissioners 
of the Metropolitan police of the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Buckner...-........-.----..--.----- à 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H. R. No. 1259) mA By Sina $2,000 for the benefit of 
the Night Lodging-House eee of the District 
of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee .----- sose eee - oe 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
bill (H. R. No. 1296) to provide for the care of all animals 
to be slaughtered for food purposes in the District of 
Columbia, and to incorporate the Washington Stock- 
Yard, Abattoir and Rendering Company. 
introduced by Mr. Cutler.........-.-- ..--..-s2006 eoseee 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H. R. No. 1314) to regulate the practice of pharmacy in 
the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Henkle....-..--.. ..---..------------- 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H, R. No. 1368) to incorporate the Rand Gas-Light 
Company of the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes..-......---.----.-------- 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H. R. No. 1411) to prevent the sale of policy or lottery 
tickets in the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Buckn err 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H.R. No 1412) to prevent depredations upon property 
in the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Buckner.......---..-----+----+---= . 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H. R. No. 1432) presiding for the recording of deeds, 
mortgages, and other conveyances affecting real es- 
tate in the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan . 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
bill (H. R. No. 1480) to prevent the sale of real estate in the 
District of Columbia by virtue of any power in a 
or deed of trust, and to authorize a fore- 
closure and sale by decree of court. 
. introduced by Mr. Calkin 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y- 
bill (H. R. No. 1527) providing for a general Jaw authoriz- 
ing any person or persons to establish gas-works in 
the District of Columbia under restrictions. 
introduced by Mr. Wood idades 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
bill (H. R. No. 1532) to provide a method for the settlement 
and adjustment of the accounts of the attorney of the 
United States for the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Butlerrrkr .. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar - 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary....-. 


372 
372 


District of Columbia, the—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 1534 e. the act —— “An act to 
incorporate the gton Market Company.” 
introduced by Mr. Hendee........2....--------- 5 disias 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 
bill (H. R. No. 1536) in relation to the affairs of the Wash- 
ington Market Company. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee...-.........--- buius — * 
refe to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
bill (H. R. No. SS eee of the act to urapan 
the Capitol, North O Street and South Washington 
Railway Company. 
introduced by Mr. Hende ..-.-..-. 200010000000000 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
bill (H. R. No. 1604, to increase and late fast-mail serv- 
ice between Washington City, et of Columbia, 
and the following-named cities: Richmond, Virginia; 
Raleigh and Charlotte, North Carolina; Charleston, 
South Carolina; Atlanta, ee e Mobile, Alabama; 
Memphis, Tennessee; Little k, Arkansas; New 
Orleans, Louisiana; Galveston, Texas, and other 
points south. 
introduced by Mr. Vance n 23 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations 
bill (H. R. No. 1633) regulating the W e of justices 
of the peace, commissioners of toes gs constables 
within and for the District of Columbia, &c., and for 
other purposes. 
iadaa by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 8 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
bill (H. R. No. 1634) to alter and amend the license laws of 
the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
bill (H. R. No. 1651) to validate and confirm certain ac- 
knowledgments of deeds and other instruments of 
writing under seal made in a foreign country for 
lands lying in the District of Columbia, and the rec- 
ords thereof. 
introduced by Mr. ONeill S 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
bill (H. R. No. 1652) regulating attachments for debt in the 
District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Henkle 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
bill (H. R. No. 1705) to incorporate the District of Columbia 
Gas-Light Company. 
introduced by Mr. Glover 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
bill (H. R. No. 1716) authorizing the commissioners of the 
District of Columbia to prosecute cases and take ap- 
peals without giving bond. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. - 
bill (H. R. No. 1747) authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
to purchase certain properties of the Freedman’s 
Bank, situated in Washington, District of Columbi 
and in Jacksonville, Florida, for the use of the Uni 


States. 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers 
referred to Committee on Public Buildin BS and Grounds.. 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 44) for the relief of the Metro- 
politan police force of the District of Columbia. 
introduced by Mr. Wals .----- ------++-++ 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 57) to so amend the Constitution 
as to give to the se Territories and the District 
of Columbia one member each in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 
introduced by Mr. Corlett...... .-.--. ---- -<-+ ---+ +--+ 
referred to the Committee on the Territories oe 
memorials and petitions from— 
citizens of, memorial of, relating to District affairs 
citizens of, memorial of, relating to taxation and improve- 
ments... -.. .- 2-2. 22 oon en ce enn ne coe ens nnn 2 
Labor League of the, petition of, for the restoration of suf- 
frage in the District g 
Viticultural Society of, petition of, relating to cultivation of 
lands and labor Some cece cccancanseseass sneer 
District of Columbia, the Committee for the— 


bills, letters, and resolutions referred to.... . . 163, 169, 174, 


88 88 


192, 


208, 235, 236, 240, 352, 353, 354, e e eee 725 


petitions referred to ----+=+--- , 22, 
District courts, bill (H. R. No. 1360) fixing the salaries of the 


443, 599 


355 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Dockendorff, John, petition of, that additional interest be 


allowed upon the award of Alabama claims......... 
Documents, bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing binding of. 

introduced by Mr. Landers ··· T 

reported back cinsnded, and pound by DAE 

amen and p. e soe ol 

35S inting ---- —— 5 

reported back, without amendment, and by the Senate. 

Documents, distribution of, resolution by Mr. Garfield, that the 

House documents of the Forty-fourth Congress not 

yet distributed be delivered to members of the pres- 

ent House, except one copy of each document to be 

delivered to the former member. Considered, 

amended, and to 2 

resolution by Mr. Garfield, as a substitute for the preceding, 

that the undistributed books and documents remain- 

ing in the folding-room of the House of Representa- 

tives to the credit of members and officers of the last 

House of Representatives at the commencement of 

the present session be placed to the credit of the cor- 

ede members and officers of the present House. 
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Consid and G00 destin 163 
Dodd, David, bill (H. R. No. 1712) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cravens.... . 725 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. ..-......--..----- 725 
Dodd, John W. & Co., papers relating to the claim of, for work 
done on the 3 grounds at Indianapolis 340 
Dodds, William, papers relating to war claim of 221 
Dollar, the silver, authorizing the free coinage of, and remone- 
tizing— 
bill H. R. No. 84, introduced by Mr. Cox, of New York....-. 172 
introduced by Mr. Banning.--...-.-.---.- 179 
301, introduced by Mr. Ewing 179 
311, introduced by Mr. Jones, of Ohio 150 
369, introduced by Mr. Bright...-....-.-..--.- 182 
introduced by Mr. Hunter 184 
452, introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana 184 
483, introduced by Mr. 3 e 186 
498; introduced by Mr. Harrison. 186 
514, introduced by Mr. Knapp.-....---....----- 187 
554, introduced by Mr. Fort 188 
571, introduced by Mr. Bland 189 
664, introduced by Mr. Culberson ......-.-...-- 192 
691, introduced by Mr. Cummings 194 
714, introduced by Mr. Oliver 194 
750, introduced by Mr. Phillips 196 
905, introduced by Mr. Buckner .... -.- 232 
909, introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois.. 234 
1073, introduced by Mr. Lathrop............... 240 
1093, introduced by Mr. Bland 241 
considered and by the Husen 241 
referred to the Senate Committee on Finance 247 
reported back to the Senate, with amendments. -.....-..-.. 581 
Finale, William, papers relating to war claim of 244 
Donelly, Daniel, petition of, for a pension .......---.--...--.. 148 
Donelly, Frank, a page, payment ohh 282 
Donnan, Alexander, administrator, petition of, for payment of 
Donogh 8 age, paymen N 282 
noghue, Edw: a payment oft 33 
Donrkessor of the House, election of John W. Polk ass - 54 
payment of miscellaneous expenses incurred bj 597 
Doorkeeper’s department, bill (H. R. No. 1689) to provide for the 
payment of ies of employés in the. 
introduced by Mr. Tounnnngtttnngõõ: 724 
referred to the Committee of Accounts EMRAN 724 
Dorsey, John M., and William Shepeard, bill (H. R. No. 728) for 
the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Page — eae 195 
referred to the Committee of Claims 195 
papers relating to the claim ohh 302 
DovuG.as, BEVERLY B., a Representative from Virginia 
WEEN oo ce . NR „ 51 
appointed on committee —— M 198 
bill introduced by, viz: a 
H. R. No. 1320, for the relief of William Tabb, of Freder- 
ickuburgh, Virginia: idsi usne 6, d-5t cess estess aweh 354 
referred to the Committee on War Claims rikthen 354 
incidental remarks by ..........--. -- 306, 405, 463, 464, 472, 568, 721 
Douglass, James M., bill (H. R. No. 1776) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 611 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 
Downing, Sallie Allen, bill (H. R. No. 1598) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Burdicx . 2+ es 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
Doyle, Thomas A., and others, petition of, for an increase of 
the salaries of letter-carriers......-...-.....-....-. 

Drake, Warren, bill (H. R. No. 1101) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Craven 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


VI——62 


Draught, Frederick, petition of, for the removal of charge of 


RBBECION So cna eek cose uses be E A ARAA PEVA 134 
Dravo, 9 eee E. E., bill (H. R. No. 120) for the re- 
ief of. 
introduced by Mr. Err ett CCC 173 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 5 173 
Drawing for seats in the House 9 <0 54-56 
Driggs, Seth, petition of, for relief 134 
Drysdle, Henry J., petition of, for the removal of charge of de- 
/ tecvssuneseess 442 
Dudley, Mrs. Annie M., petition of, for the removal of the charge 
of desertion against her late husb ane. 149 
Dugan, Thomas F., Doorkeeper’s department, payment of 609 
5 petition of, for a pension - 198 
Dunbar, Mrs. Isabella, petition of, for a pension eesse 200 
bill (H. R. No. 806) granting a popen to. 
introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohi1•oꝛ 208 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 208 
Duncan, A. J., petition of, for payment of a war claim . 262 
Duncan, Andrew J., bill (H. R. No. 1037) for the relief of. 
in noed Dy Mr. Hose 3 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 239 
Duncan, Blanton, trustee, petition of, for the payment of a war 
clim ciemnia TAT E IE EAE E E AAA 283 
Duncan, Frank, a page, MYINENE Of. cacecexce wesenc eaan PAS 232 
Duncan, Mary D., bill (H. R. No. 1223) for the benefit of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky 231 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 231 
Duncan, Reddington & Co., papers relating to the claim of, for 
Indian depredations .. sce sscces -220s tee eee 443 
Duncan, Thomas L., petition of, for a pension 622 
Dann, Emily J., bill (H. R. No. 1557) for the relief of. 
introdu by Mr A UEIT TI E EE AI AE Ra - 606 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 606 
DuNNELL, MARK H., a Representative from Minnesota 
e , ß,, AA aE AEN 51 
appointed on committeee s. 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 731, ting a pension to Charles P. Pool. 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
H. R. No. 732, granting a pension to George W. Hard 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
H. R. No. 733, granting a pension to Benjamin F. Runyon.. 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
H. R. No. 734, granting a pension to Syvert A. Anderson 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
H. R. No. 735, ting a pension to James H. Thew 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
H. R. No. 736, for the relief of Isaac Slocum 195 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 195 
H. R. No. 737, for the relief of H. K. Belding.......-...... 195 
referred to the Committee of Claims 195 
H. R. No. 738, for the relief of Anna W. Osborne 195 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 195 
H. R. No. 1164, for the relief of Peter G. Mills, his heirs and 
C1111 cones cognac ß S 251 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 251 
H. R. No. 1165, granting a pension to Anna W. Osborne.... 251 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 251 
H. R. No. 1166, to amend section 4220 of chapter 3 of 
title 48 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
entitled “Regulation of Commerce and Naviga- 
go AAR oF ESM bi E OUI E Ea fe 251 
referred to the Committee on Commerce .........----.-. 251 
H. R. No. No. 1167, for the relief of Peter G. Mills 251 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs - Øl 
H. R. No. 1460, granting a pension to Thomas Torre - 359 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 359 
motion made by, to adjour n 510 
petitions presented by, from— 
Minnesota, Legislature of, for pensions to soldiers of the 
ORICON WORE. ceo ccedn ated area sents AAEE ALS AAEE 243 
Minnesota, Legislature of, for the relief of settlers on salt- 
sty Deora / E e 243 
Minnesota, islature of, for a post- route from Spring Val- 
ley to C f ROWS necenk AA A E AE AAE EEN — 243 
Cooper, J. H., and others, for an amendment of the tree- 
eee e pin she LEE AE 262 
Belding, H. K., for compensation for carrying the mails. 282 
Mount Savage Iron Company, for payment of a war claim. 302 
Withers, Mrs. Elizabeth, for payment of a war claim 302 
incidental remarks by ..-.-......-..-.. 202, 234, 326, 492, 560, 608, 727 
remarks by, on the— 
OPUF OE DODOM r bneeeaemanesene 248 
bill (H. R. No. 902) makin Sppropriatinns for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
SOUS EE Aa T Se A i E R E ESES 351, 352 
bill (H. R. No, 1265) authorizing the changing of the name 
of the ship Samuel G. Reel % 456 


DUNNELL, Manx H.—Continued. 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. £05) to repeal the third section of the act to 
5 for the resumption of specie payments 498 
Bee appen ndix at) 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
$ORl SX PORNO , castehance 563 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the 
appropriation for the service of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior ee 
COED, Lo papery r a E R poaesicenalenaguheyse 
bill ca. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the re- 
sumption act. [See Appendix, page 21.] 
Dunnell, Samuel, a bill (H. R. No. 740) for the relief of. 
introduced by MWe: Chem aon wis sap peel hae 195 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 195 
Dunphe, Nathan H., bill (H. R. No. 1260) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts — (S99 
referred to the Committee on War Claims P 352 
Durant, Thomas J., petition of, for leave to present his claim for 15 
CCG deine es fy kere na ener ean aeweh neh 
DURHAM, MILTON J., a Representative from Kentucky 
0 ⁰ͥVd 6 
appointed on committees F 3 158. 199 
bills introduced by, viz 
H. R. No, 330, for the benefit of Alderson T, Keene, late first 
lieutenant of Company E, First Kentucky Cavalry. 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 180 
H. R. No. 331, for the benefit of W, R. Helen, of Danville, 
Dirne e 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 180 
H. R. No. 332, for the relief of Archibald B. Rue. 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 180 
H. R. No. 333, for the relief of Trupnall, of Harrodsburgh, 
Kentucky AS OS Oe ee T 180 
referred to the Committee on War FN 180 
H. R. No. 334, for the benefit of the Madison Female Acad- 
emy, located at Richmond, Kentucky ...........--- 181 
refe to the Committee on War Claims 181 
H. R. No. 335, for the benefit of the Christian Church in 
Danville, MOnguinky,- << E S APESI A ens eran 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 181 
H. R. No. 336, for the benefit of Major John A. Morrison, of 
Russell County, Kentucky 1381 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
H. R. No. 337, for the benefit of the trustees of the Baptist 
Chureh of Crab Orchard, Kentucky... i. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
H. R. No. 338, for the benefit of W. F. Goggin, ot Pulaski 
County, Kentucky 4 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
H. R. No. 339, for the relief of John S. Boswell, of Anderson 
County, Kentucky 181 
referred to the tang wea Per A lh ary onesie 181 
H. R. No. 340, for the benefit of Ebsworth Owsley’s admi 
Eero cc 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 181 
H. R. No. 341, for the relief of E. B. Hand, postmaster at 
Harrodsbu e, E RRP - 181 
referred to the Committee of Claims.....-..------.--.-- 181 
H. R. No. 342, for the relief of John Witherspoon and James 
Suffell, Of Keutunnnn T ASSE 181 
referred to the Committee of Claim 181 
H. R. No. 343, for the relief of Bidow & Wilson, of Dan- 
ville, Kentucky . 8 SAF EA 181 
referred to the Committee of Claims ..........--------.- 181 
H. R. No. 344, to repeal the bankrupt la Re eh AA 181 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar g 181 


H. R. No. 345, to give the State of Kentucky concurrent juris- 
diction with the United States courts on the Govern- 
ment grounds near Harrodsburgh, Kentucky. 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............. 

H. R. No. 346, to it the wers of tobacco to sell to 
consumers five hun dollars’ worth of their own 
growth without a license so to do ..............-... 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 347, » granting g a pension to certain soldiers and sail- 
ors of the Mexican, Florida, and Black Hawk wars, 
and to certain widows of — soldiers and sailors 
OF CS BRING ag cman / TA peatemakes oud z 


rotend to the Committee on Banking and Currency .... 
H. R. dt , fixing the compensation, &c., of United States 
e e A e 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
Mbehy Of FURS 5625 ou cava acne AS A T seceeq 
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DURHAM, MILTON J.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 350, fixing the fees of clerks of United States dis- 
trict and circuit courts 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of Justice 
H. R. —— 351, fixing the compensation of United States 
and deputies 
ee to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of Justice 


reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1023, for the benefit of William D. Wolford 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1377, repealing section 363 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, and the substitution of another 
section in lieu thereof 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of Justice 
H. R. No. 1378, to amend section 4278 and other sections of 
the Revised Statutes in to the transportation 
of 3 and other explosive materials 
referred to the Committee on Commeree 
H. R. No. 1631, to amend article 3, section 3244, chapter 3, of 
the Revised Statutes, title 35, “ Internal Revenue“. 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1682, to amend section Lof an act approved March 3, 
1875, entitled “An act to further protect the sinking 
fund and provide for the expenses of the Government. 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
motions made by, to adjourn. . 
resolutions offered by— 
that the States 5 Territories not called be now called, as 
provided for in Rule 130 of this House. Agreed to.. 
that one messenger be added to the list of messengers 
under the Doorkeeper of the House, to be assigned to 
duty to the room of the official reporters of debate. 
8 to the Committee of Accounts 
petitions resented by, from— 
Smith, James C., for indemnity for seizure of eloth.... 
Boice, W. R., for yment of a war claim 
Keene, Alderson for payment of a war claim 
Rue, Archibald B., for difference of pay 


Teupnall, Geo for ent of a war claim 
Danville, 2 Christian church at, for paymant of a 


Head, E. B., urne to claim of 
Riley, Mary, for a pension 3 
Kentucky, for a post- route 
incidental remarks by 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) makin 
for the support of the Army for the 


Durnin, Eugene, Doorkeeper's department, payment of 

Duties on 8 bills and joint — introduced and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

bills (H. R. Nos. 53, 56, 59, 60, 62, 64, and 65) by Mr. Willis, 

of — 8 55 


o. 457) by Mr. Baker, of Indiana 
50. 484) by Mr. Sparks A 
o. 494) by Mr. Morrisoe nn 
No. 879) by Mr. Luttrell 
R. No. 1401 by Mr. Morrison 8 . 


by Mr. Philli 
(H. R. No. 1498) b bf Mr. Haskell 

joint resolution (H. R. No. 49) by Mr. Hewitt, of New York.. 
Duties, differential, on Spanish vessels, resolution by Mr. Wood, 
that the President be respectfully reqnested to com- 
municate the correspondence with the Spanish govern- 
ment, and the orders of the Treasury Department to 
the collectors of customs in relation to the recent im- 
position of a differential duty of fifty cents per ton 
on Spanish vessels entering American ports. 

objected to 
the rules were suspended and the resolution adopted 


G 442,520 


174 


ne 


170, 171 
17 
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Dutton, Nancy J. petition of, for a pension . 200 | Eaton, John pin (i R. No. 720) for the relief of. 


bill (II. R. No. 507) granting a pension to. introduced DY ME BOMNCK hy aunc bassyasdensi ecéwrsasiedesiian 195 
introduced by Mr. Townshend, of IIlin ois 186 | referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions...--.------ 136 | Eaton, Joseph B., petition of, for compensation for supplies fur- 

Duvall, William T., bill Be R. No. 1138) for the relief of. nished the Army ae e e 200 
introduced by Mr. Wil iams, of Wisconsin..... .-.-....----- 250 | Edelin, Robert J., petition of, for pay for labor and material .. 302 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds..... 250 | EDEN, JOHN R., a presentative m Jllinois— 

Dwiacut, JEREMIAH W., a Representative from New York— 2 PE CEE ͤ PT Ey OP Pe D 51 
attended. e cesecsSbunci otccansan= seceenns 51 inted on committees ......-.-. e.s... =s.. AA acne 198 
appointed on committee... 198 PA ings and remarks from the chair 405, 407 
incidental remarks by. +--+ +--+ --+-+-+--+-+-+ 814 bills introduced by, viz: 

Dwight, Morris, petition of, for a pension 200 H. R. No. 486, for the relief of Mrs. Amanda Rains 186 

Dye, P. E., bill 3515 . R. No. 1317) for the relief of. referred to the Committee on War Claim 186 
‘introduced by Mr, Walsh... r 354 H. R. No. gf grinting a pension to David Truitt, a soldier 
referred to the Committee on War Claims..-.....-.-.-.----. 354 in the Mexican war 186 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
E. 7 H. R. No. 488, granting a pension to the minor we of 
Benjamin: 8. Rb 186 
Eagle Harbor, Lake Superior, bill * R. No. 1771) for continu- referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
in tiei 785 rovement of. H. R. No. 489, granting a pension to Samuel D. Parks 186 

introduced b ubbell.....----..- bosne 811 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 

referred to the Coinmittes on Commerce 811 H. R. No. 490, granting a pension to Rose Miller, widow of 

Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company, ‘of Columbus, Reason F. Miller, deceased, late a private in Company 

Georgia, bill (H. R. Hee ) for the relief of the. E, One hundred and twenty-third Illinois Infantry. 186 

introduced by Mr. Harris, of 8 e 208 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........-.----.-- 208 H. R. No. 491, , granting a poan to Henry Brown, late a 

Eaxes, BENJAMIN T., a Representative from Rhode Island rivate in Company C, One hundred and twenty-third 
posters SS ET eee * iment Illinois Volunteers 186 

inted on Committees. 197, 18 refi to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 186 
bills introduced by, viz : H. R. No. 492, granting a pension to Christopher Fegan, 

H. R. No. 30, in relation to expenses of 38 of ma Company B, Fourteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer 
United States when traveling on difty with troo P AE N AA 186 
escorts ordered for the protection of public fun 8 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
PROPATGY: on sacs . aans 170 H. R. No. 493, authorizing the issue of a land warrant to 

refe to the Committee on Military Affairs 170 the heirs of William Shepherd, deceased, in lieu of 

H. R. No. 31, to amend chapter 7 of title 34 oft the Revised / AAA E EET EEE 186 
An e EA R a A 170 referred to the Committee on Public 1 186 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means ..---.- 170 H. R. No. 1487, making appropriations for the payment of 

H. R. No. 32, for the erection of a 5 on Whale claims reported to Congress under section 2 of the 
Rock, ‘at the entrance of Narragansett Bay......... 170 act approved June 16, 1874, by the Secretary of the 

referred to the Committee on Commerce .....----------- 7 TTT —. haathetonst sen de 398 
H. R. No. 33, to reduce postage on letters ....-. neien- 170 reported from the Committee on War Claims and recom- 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 170 // ß. kbs E tet cate 398 

H. R. No. 839, for the relief of Washington L. Parvin and H. R. No. 1700, to place on the pension-roll the name of Hi- 

2 "A. Greene, late captains of California Volun- ram Johnson, late private in Company A, Seventy- 
2 ᷣͤ ͤKß0u0TT 209 ninth Illinois Volunteers 724 
fetertod 1 to the Committee. on War Ciaims Se 209 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 724 

II. R. No. 921, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to petition presented by, from Aaron Miley, for relief as post- 

urchase a lot of land for the use of the Gosecnment, 
n Providence, Rhode Island 235 
re to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 235 

H. R. No. 922,to amend section 5574, title 72, of the Revised remarks ie on the— 

Setan ccs e ENE 8 bill (H. R No. 902) cag Fs ‘appropriations for the support 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 235 of the Army for th year ending June 30, 1878.. 310, 

H. R. No. 1547, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 311, 337 
to purchase a lot of land for the use of the Govern- ANG OL OFTQGRs<ccpncccscenpepeoesenasyene 311, 458, 5665, 588, 598 
ment, in Providence, Rhode Island. 605 ill (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain deficiencies in 

referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 605 the pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine 

joint resolution introduced by, (H. R. No. 47,) authorizing ORDER OSEE E E E A E kere 374, 376, 379 

Rear-Admiral John Almy, United States Navy, bill (H. R N No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
to accept a decoration from the King of the Hawaii- provide for the resumption of specie payments. 381, 628, 630 
Deer eel Lee n : ̃ ——?!a«?i? cane 527 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs... 372 bill (H. R. No. 1326) to provide for deficiencies in the ap- 
petitions presented by, from— propriations for the service of the Government for 

Hubbard, J. Davis, and others, for an increase of the sala- baa er year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior 
ries of letter-carricrs.... ..-. 2... .--ceeneecnesecces pi T 583, 588, 589, 593, 597, 598 

Parvin, W. L., and H. A. Green, for compensation for serv- Edmonsto, y William C., bill (H. R. No, 1346) for the relief of. 
ices and money advanced - „ 199 introduced by Mr. Jones, Of AIGDAINS....< aes ovo sndeungennsces 355 

Doyle, Thomas A., and others, for an increase of the sala- referred to the Committee of Claims 355 
ries of letter- carriers 206 | Education, bill (H. R. No. 26) to apply the proceeds of the sales 

incidental remarks by.. 212, 213, 232-241, 359, 413, 429, 559 of public lands to. 

remarks by, on the— introduced by Mr. Loring „% 170 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to referred to the 9 on Education and Labor 170 

provide for the resumption of specie payments.. -~--~ 229, bill (H. R. No. esd 8 apply teropon of sales of publie lands to. 
426, 427, 428, 615, 64 introduced by Mr. Walker 176 

OLAGE OF be T8 424 referred to the rriak on Education and Labor 176 

Early, James F., petition of, for compensation for services ren- Education and Labor, the Committee on— 

dered as a recruiting officer ..-..-----..------------ 133 | bills, letters, and resolutions referred to... .. 5 
Eastwood, James W., bill (H. R. No. 422) for the relief of the 172, 176, 179, 189, 195, 236, 237, 238, 240, 283.355 723, 725, TA 
heirs óf. titions referred to. 138, 199, 206, 221, 243, 263, 282, 327, 360, 510, 799 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell © pewncesecccemene 183 ucation of women, bill (H, R. No. 1082) for the national. 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 | introduced by Mr. Baskin ee ene 240 

Eaton, Ann J., bill (H. R. No. ah) for the relief of. referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts +--+ 352 | Edwards, Benjamin E., bill (H. R. No. 1119) to confirm the title 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 352 of, to certain land in New Mexico. 

Eaton, asa Poo Henry Z., bill (H. R. No. 1001) for the re- introduced by Mr. Schleicher £49 

lief of. referred to the Committee on Private Land Cisims l 249 
introduced by Mr. Cox, of Ohio 237 | Edwards, E. P., bill (H. R. No. 235) for 75 relief of. 


referred to the Committee on War Claims. 33 -237 introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia. 177 
papers relating to the war claim o. 360! referred to Committee on the Post- O ce nnd Post Roads 
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Edwards, W. H., 5 of, for a pension 622 
Eggeman, John, bill (H. R. No. 625) for the relief of. 
ntroduced oed by Mr. Williams, of Michagan.......-.. .----- 191 
—— to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
papers relating to the ease of........---.......---- 244 
EICKHOFF, ANTHONY, a Representative from New Yor! 
attended ecea ndikak 51 
appointed on committees 198 
petitions We, 0 by, from— 
ence „and others, relating to steam navigation with 555 
Schmith, C, C., and others, against unjust discrimination in 
fixing Arn 0 ] —é—)i ds oss ewes 339 
New York, citizens of, for the restoration of wages 799 
Eidson, Griffin A., and others, petition of, for a graduated tax 
S/ AA K 234 
Eight-hour law, resolution of inquiry by Mr. Cox, of New York, 
concerning % 133 
fhor ditoto ikot secots rns as baw edan sascane camank 
Eight hours’ labor, bill (H. R. No. 86) to provide for the settle- 
ment of the accounts of workmen, &c., for excess of. 
introduced by Mr. Cox, of New Tork. 172 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 172 
reported back and referred to Committee on Appronta 306 
Eisenlord, Jerome A., administrator, papers relating to the claim 
of, for com nsation for services as surgeon 520 
ELAM, JOSEPH B., a resentative from Louisiana 
Keen 8 5 51 
inted on committee s. 2 197, 198 


a 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 984, — the removal of obstructions in Red River. 237 


referred to ‘the Committee on Commerce ........-.----. 237 
H. R. No. 985, for the removal of obstructions to the naviga- 
ton of Red Rer. soos sodai e 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ...-...........-- 237 
H. R. No. 1359, for the relief of Edward C. Davidson 355 
referred to the Committee of Elections 355 


II. R. No. 1671, to confirm certain Rio Hondo claims unto 
Pedro Flores, Elizabeth Lafitte, Maria Cordova, Louis 
Lafitte, Antoine Dubois, and Vital Flores 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
petitions presented by, from— 


Louisiana, for certain post-routes .......---- wWespens 199, 243, 799 
Sullivan, Dr. James B., for payment of a war claim 510 
incidental remarks by. . . . 68, 513, 5 


remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficien- 
cies in the appropriations for the service of the Gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and 


for mor r S T TS 592 
Elder, John bil (H R. No. 1680) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Caldwell, of Kentucky 723 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ..--....--...... 723 
papers relating to the war claim of.... ........-.----------- 634 
Election of certain officers, bill (H. R. No. 443) to provide the 
mode for the. 
introduced by Mr. Hunter «„ 184 
referred to the Committee on the Judicia r 184 
Election of Speaker of. the House 53 


Elections, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to. 170, 190, 355, 424, 560 
petitions relerred 10 seo. ss Secs sea neces votens cece cesses 134 
Electoral vote, the resolution by Mr. eee oe a commit- 
tee consisting of eleven members be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to take into ä the state 
of the law respecting the ascertainment and declara- 
tion of the result of the election of President and 
Vice-President of the United States, and that said 
committee have power to report by bill or otherwise 
and to confer and act with the committee appointed 
on the part of the Senate charged with the same 
eubject. -Agreed:to.. oc asc cscercst cope ap AEA 132 
Electrical 8 for the Hall of the House, resolution 
by Mr. Pound that the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds be instructed to ascertain whether it is 
practicable to provide suitable, to enable members at 
their respective seats, without noise, to call pa pagos; 
aud to report as early as practicable by bill or ot 
wise. Considered and FFF 211 
Electrical annunciators, resolution by Mr. Pound, that the arch- 
itect of the Capitol be, and he is hereby, directed to 
procure suitable electrical instruments and cause the 
same to be placed in this Hall. Discussed, modified, 


% 808 
Blestrioian; r oss ois teen thee cece 243 
Elgie, William J., petition of, for a pension . 3333 599 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, letter- carriers of, and otbers, petition of, 

"for an increase of salaries -00 1- 0n00 00000m 134 


Elliott, E. B., tables prepared by, showing the relative value of 
gold and currency A e EAA 411 


Elliott, John J., and others, petition of, for pay for horses lost. 443 
Eliott, Julia, bill (H. R. No, 427) for the re ief of. 


introduced by Mr. Toung „„ 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ............. 184 
Elliott, Maggie A., bill (H. R. No. 1486) for the relief of. 
introduced by Me; Riddle) cob Ae EN 373 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 373 
ELLIS, E. Jony, a Representative from Louisiana 
sten LTA RATE T TA OAA te EAN I TL TIT 51 
hi fob OR: SOMOS aa corres tedlecaeeu pte A tone - 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. to create a lien in favor of material-men and 
others for 3 materials, and repairs furnished 
to a vessel in her home port, and to make the laws 
— that subject uniform throughout the United 
r 18 
referred to the Committee on the Judicia r 178 
H. R. No. 267, for the relief of Samuel Jamison „ 178 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 178 
H. R. No. 268, for the relief of W. A. Hyde and T. G. Mackie, 
of New Orleans; Louisiana DEON AT E ET TTT 7 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 178 
H. R. No. 269, to ratify and confirm the orders, decrees, and 
judgments of, the provisional court of the United 
States for the State of Louisiana - 178 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............ 178 
H. R. No. 270, for the relief of the widow of Captain Chris- 
topher M. Haile, United States Army..-............ 178 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 178 
H. R. No. 271, for the relief of James A. Payne, of Louis- 
a IKET ELETE sate ITOS ines aeenes 178 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 178 
H. R. ast 272, for the relief of Mrs. Agnes E. Fry, een of ; 
RIS IA L ene a Se ART - 178 
5 to the Committee on Naval Affairs 178 


H. R. No. 273, for the relief of the State National Bank of 
Lonisiana, successor to the Louisiana State Bank of 
NOW-OPIGMNES Ss ß 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

H. R. No. 274 to authorize the establishment of ocean mail 
steamship service between the United States and the 
a TETALI IAO EPELA S ASII TTI 178 

referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 173 

H. R. cite 275, for the relief of G. P. Work, a citizen of Lou- 

ng ᷣ cesses usec cccbuclUccotas cece 178 


H. R. No. 276, to Soest’ section 821 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, and to provide an oath for grand 
and petit jurors in the courts of the United States... 178 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 178 
H. R. No. 981, defining the manner in which certain land 
scrip may be assigned and located or applied by actual 
settlers, and brio for the issue of patents in the 


name of the locator or his legal representative 237 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 237 
H. R. No. 982, for the relief of G. Alexander Ramsay 237 
referred to the Committee of Claims 237 


H. R. No. 1355, making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the mouth of the Red River in Louisiana... 355 


referred to the Committee on Commerce ........-....-.. 355 
H. R. No. 1356, for the relief of B. H. and B. C. Peterson, 

contractors for carrying United States mails 355 

referred to the Committee of Claims .................--- 355 


H. R. No. 1357, in relation to the proceeds of captured and 
abandoned property remaining in the Treasury of the 
Duro ON AE Eee tere 355 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...-......... 355 
H. R. No. 1489, to authorize the 8 of Patents to 
hear and determine the application of Frederic Cook. 398 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 398 
resolution offered by, that Edward W. Robertson, of the sixth 
congressional district of Louisiana, be now swornin as 
a Representative from that district. Offered as asub- 
stitute for Mr. Frye’s resolution, discussed, modified, 
RINE RRTOO Osa cp eoceNccaasleusapeasenenisecoecess 89-92 
petitions presented by, from— 

Hyde, William A., and Thomas G. Mackie, for compensa- 
tion for work done on the Southwest Pass - 166,386 

Herbert, E. E., for eee of a war claim 199 

Slocomb, Mrs. Ida, ‘or payment of a war claim 199 

Bancker, George W., for payment of a war claim 206 

Day, L. Madison, for the repayment of certain money..... 221 

Goodwin, David R., for payment of a war claim. . 227 

New Orleans, Louisiana, letter-carriers of, and others, for 
an increase of salaties . „„ „„ cece once 243 

Arthur, J. W. & Co., for payment of a war claim q 262 

New Orleans, Louisiana, citizens of, asking a charter for a 
Or. tes ae „„ rete mig al i l 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Page. 
ELLs, E. JouN—Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 


Page. 
Erie, Pennsylvania—Continued. 
city council of, petition of, for the erection of certain public 


Perkins, Judith, and Marie P. Evans, for payment of war buildings 299 Giesebincs E A r A EN ER 548 

rr 360 letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, for an increase of 

Kendall, Peter F., for payment of a war claim 360 FP 13⁵ 

Payne, James A., ‘for payment of a war claim 360 | ERRETT, RUSSELL, a Representative from Pennsylvania— 

Coleman, H. D., ‘administrator, for pa, tof awar claim: 386 attended nitue caeneeccenessencnccceene 51 

Hall, G. Alfred, for commission on of contiscated prop- ap inted on committeess 22. 198 

erty in New A T (((( 442 introduced by, viz: 

Flower, Clara, for payment of a war claim 548 E R. No. 116, ps the relief of Thomas Hunter wnaoeae 173 
incidental remarks by..-.....-...-...- „„ --» 75, 355 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 
remarks by, on the H. R. No. 117, authorizing the issue of a pension to Andrew 

Louisiana contested-election case—sixth district... . 89, 91, 92 Jackson, (colored,) of 1 ennsylvania..... 173 

bill (H. R. No. 902) poeng ppropriations for the support referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 173 

of the 1005 for th a ines year ending June 30, 1878. H. R.No. 118, to regulate commerce and to prohibit discrimi- 
pe eels eis T., bill ( 5 5 No. 50 increasing the pension "of. nations by common carriers 173 
introd ced by MY; Folan apts cade poaiaeekts suet ance shes 209 referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals 173 
retired to the Serres on Invalid Pensions. 209 H. R. No. 119, to remove the charges against Lieutenant 
Ellison, Geo: rgo W., bill (H. R. No. 1046) to grant a pension to. Charles Wilkinson, late of Company K, Seventy-third 
introduced by Mr. Thornburgh. . 239 Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, on file in the War 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 Dept. 123 
ELLSWOnTn, CHARLES C., a Representative from Michigan referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 73 
e e NEEE SRE TOEF 51 H. R. No. 120, for the relief of Second Lieutenant E. E. Dravo, 
appointed on committees..--. .---.---2+ n 197 Sixth United States SS A 173 
pills introduced by, viz: referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 173 
H. R. No. 647, authorizing the construction of a light-honse H. R. No. 121, for the relief of James Millinger 173 
at Little Traverse y, Little Traverse, Michigan... 192 referred to the Committee on War Claims 1273 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 192 H. R. No. 122, for the relief of Nancy G. Miller, of Pittsburgh. 173 

H. R. No. 648, for the relief of Asa Morse. 192 referred to the Committee on War Claims 173 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 192 H. R. No. 1242, to provide a building for the use of the United 

H. R. No. 649, to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors in States circuit and district courts, eustom-house, and 

the District of Columbia on the Sabbath 192 post-office at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 306 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 192 referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 306 
II. R. No. 650, providing for the payment of mileage to H. R. No. 1620, for the relief of Captain F. Plessing, late 
members of Con for attendance upon extra or oa Company E, Seventy-fourth Pennsy vania 
called sessions of Congress. 192 MOM CBEER Biss y 609 
referred to the Committee on Mileage 192 referred to the Committee on War Claims 609 
ny back adversely and laid on the table . 425 petitions presented by, from— 
No. 850, for the relief of Daniel W. Perkins, of East Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, workingmen of, for an appropri- 
Saginaw, T 209 ation to enable them to emigrate to and occupy the 
referred to the Committee of Claims 209 publio Wands ioc. 5 ii 23 97, 206 
H. R. No. 1717, to repeal certain provisions of act of Con- . Pennsylvania, letter- carriers of, for an increase 
gress approved uly 12, 1876, entitled “ An act making salaries... : e 97 
appropriations for the Post-Office De N 725 Pittabur , Pennsylvania, citizens of, for an increase of the 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 7 ee of lotter- carriers PARTH ow 1 97 
petitions presented by, from— Miller, Nancy G., for payment of a war claim.............. 134 
septs Lp. peor of, for the construction of a light- Wilkinson, Mre. Harriet W., for the removal of charges 
use at Little Traverse Harbor. 5 358 against Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson 134 
Little Traverse, Michigan, citizens of, for the construction Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chamber of Commerce of, in 
of a light-house at Little Traverse Harbor favor of extending the time for the completion of the 
incidental remarks byů +. --.0--+-+---- 337, 520, 810, 812 Northern Pacific Railroad .......-......-.....-.-.-- 206 
remarks by, on the— Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chamber of Commerce of, for the 

joint renintion {i (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- repeal or amendment of the bankrupt law.......... 621 

tional e e mk dau ERT A nacae 546, 547 | Error in the enrollment of a bill..............-..--. - «----2-- 582 

bill o R. No. 805) to repeal the third 5 of the re- rer Caroline, H. rel of, for a pension. 622 

oo act. [See Appendix, Estis, Captain J. tition Of; for reliefs 135500 J635.52sl vee 244 
Elmira, Haw ork, citizens of, petition of, ty 2 increase of Etzell, Joke: bill (H. R. No. 741) granting a pean to. 
the salaries of letter-carriers........-.-....- KRE 134| introduced by Mr. SU eeudes clon ends deve i29 
petition of, for the repeal of the resumption act. 148| referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... TAN STET E 195 
letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries 134 | Evans, Alexander D., bill (H. R. No. 1393) for relief of. 
Embezzlement by abate and attorneys, bill (H. R. No. 1774) to introduced by Mr. Calkinss aceto 12.222 se enne buds 356 
punish. referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 356 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 44 811 | Evans, I. NEWTON, a Representative from Pennsylvania 
referred to the Committee on the J udiciary S 811 een ee A 51 
Emery, H. L., 5 of, for the extension of a patent 622 appointed on eommittees 4 198 
Engleman, Palmer, petition of, for a pension 799 introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1299, to revive and extend 
Engles; William H., bill (H. R. No. 612) for the relief of. the time for stamping unstamped instruments 353 
introduced by Mr. Genter e oo 00 Ss serar 190. referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............... 353 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 190 | motion made by, to withdraw the papers of Johu Fletcher... 326 
Enrolled Bills, the Select Committee on. Evans, JAMES L., a Representative from Indiana— 
bills and resolutions reported by ee E E R N AT r 5¹ 
9 Insurance Compa panya 7 iheinnat, Ohio, bill A. R. appointed on eee Lust a pseoebicdnd biberi lewbssiececus 193 
No, 993) for the relief of. leaves of absence granted to „ 232, 520 
introduced by Mr. Sayler os ciiccedseeistsciec census + 237 | Evans, John H., bill (H. R. No. 1385) for relief of heirs of. 
referred to the Committee c 237 introduced by Mr. Atkins 356 
Equalization of bounties, bills for, referred to the Committee on referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 356 
Military Affairs— Evansville, Indiana, citizens of, and others, petition of, for an 
bill H. R. No. 389, introduced by Mr. Thornburgh............ 182 increase of the salaries of letter - carrier 199 
445, introduced by Mr. Hunter 184 | Evins, Johx H., a Representative from Sonth Carolina 
554, introduced by Mr. Hayes 188 3 aa A A E 00 wl S E SEE 51 
719, introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin.. 194 ted on mme — 198 
745, introduced by Mr. Phillips sak bas akan 195 bil introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 233, for the relief of owners 
1303, introduced by Mr, Freeman of land sold for direct taxes 177 
1391, introduced by Mr. Fuller referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............--. 77 
Erben, He , petition of, for relief joint resolutions introduced by— 
Eric, Pennsy vania, bill (H. R. No. 1565) providing fora public H. R. No. 3, authorizing the Court of Claims to t a re- 
building at. hearing in the case of F. W. Claussen vs. The United 
introduced by Mr. Watson „„„%ötv! 606 22272 EAT AE A E ET E EAER 177 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 606 referred to the Committee of Claims 177 
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Page. 
Evins, Jonx H.—Continued. 
joint resolution introduced by— 
H. R. No. 37, to authorize. the Secretary of War to issue cer- 
tain arms tothe Washington Light Infantry of Charles- 


ton, South Carolus. 253 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 253 
petition presented by, from South Carolina, for a post-route.. 336 
incidental remarks by 257 
remarks by, on personal explanation. 248 
EwInG, THOMAS, a Representative from Ohio— 
tend. cose oie sluice tule 51 
appointed on committee „197 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 301, to authorize the free coinage of the standard 
silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character.. 179 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 179 

H. R. No. 302, to amend an act entitled “An act granting a 
pordon to A. Schuyler Sutton,” approved June 4, S 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 179 


H. R. No. 307, to repeal the third section of the act entitled 
“An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
r ß 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency -... 
H. R. No. 805, to repeal the third section of the act entitled 
“An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
Mente? oso — esi ead ddnwbivded sane 
reported from the Committee on Banking and Currency... 203 
considered, amended, and passed by the House 203-205, 
212, 224, 228-231, 257-262, 264-281, 381-385, 
400-413, 425-442, 459-510, 615-622, 623-633 
motion made by, to take a recess 473 
resolution offered by, that the bill to repeal the third section of 
the resumption law be made the special order, not to 
interfere with any Si ay bills, for to-morrow 
at the expiration of the morning hour, and from day to 
day thereafter until the following Tuesday at three 
o'clock, when the previous question shall be ordered on 
it and on any amendment then pending, all amend- 
ments meanwhile to be in order, provided the time 
shall be extended, if necessary, so as to allow five days 
after the morning hour for the consideration of said 
bill and amendment. Adopted .............-....--- 242 
incidental remarks by.. ..203, 381, 442, 559, 598, 608, 627, 623 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments 203, 
204, 212, 213, 225, 228, 228, 229, 230, 258, 459, 465, 
615, 616, 617, 618, 619, 620, 621, 622, 623, 628, 632 


— — wee 


order of business 225, 352, 400, 455, 459, 472, 473 
Exemptions on judgments, bill (H. R. No. 405) fixing, in favor of 
the United States. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell ..........-..... . 183 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y- 183 
Expenditures in the Department of Justice, the Committee on 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 181, 356, 360, 798 


Expenditures in the War Department, the Committee on— 


bills, letters, and resolutions referred too 282 
Extra or called sessions, bill (S. No. 650) for the Pormsni of 
mileage to members of Congress in attendance on. 
introduced by Mr. Ellswortb . 192 
referred to the Committee on Mileage. 192 
reported back adversely and laid on the table 425 
Eyster, George, bill (H. R. No. 1307) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stenger esanti U UNIJI weno 354 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means...-......... - 354 
F N 
Fabrics of mixed materials, bill (H. R. No. 57) to provide for 
the classification of. : 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork 171 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 
Fahnestock, Charles E., bill (H. R. No. 1244) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Boyd. 326 
referred to the Committee of Claim s 326 
pa relating to the bill for the relief of 609 
Fairly, Agnes, bill (H. R. No. 11) granting a pension to. 


introduced by Mr. Hendee. ... 2. 222. s2 2 ccc ede eee oohoo 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


Feagan, Thomas R., papers relating to war claim o.. 
Fearon, Mary, and Jesse Crassin, papers relating to the claims of. 
Fearson, Samuel P., joint resolution (H. R. No. £5) concerning 
payment of certain bonds to executrices of. 
introduced by Mr. Mais 
referred to the Committee of Ways 
Feather River, California, bill (H. R. No. 881) to appropriate 


money for the improvement of. 
introduced. by Mr. Luttr ell 210 
referred to the Committee on Comme re 210 
Federal courts, 5 (H. R. No. 1437) concerning jurisdiction of 
nudges of. > 
nodod ese ͤ 358 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 358 
Federal troops in elections, bill (H. R. No. 201) to prohibit use of. 
introduced by Mr. Walker 176 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................. 176 
Fegan, Christopher, bill (H. R. No. 492) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Eden „ 186 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
Fell, J. G., Edward Hoo and George Burnham, bill (H. R. 
No. 131) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. O'Neill «2 173 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs ................ 173 
Felton, C. M, petition of, for relief .Q bete 327 
bill (H. R. No. 1156) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Davis, of California 251 

referred to the Committee of Claims. 251 

FELTON, WILLIAM H., a Representative from Georgia— 
tende... set Ubesee ett HOSTY 51 
appointed on committee s 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 236, to repeal an act entitled “An act defining ad- 
ditional causes of challenge and prescribing an addi- 
tional oath for grand and petit jurors in the United 
Bintes—Coarte noo. CENDA I RETENE EA 177 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............- 177 

H. R. No. 237, to prescribe and establish a form of oath or 
affirmation to be taken and subscribed by members 
of Congress before entering upon the duties of their 
r . RE A R S R OEN 177 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 177 

H. R. No. 238, to allow farmers and planters to sell leaf- 
tobacco of their own production to other persons than 
manufacturers of tobacco without special tax....... 177 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 177 

H. R. No. 239, to appropriate money for continuing the im- 
provement of the Coosa River from Rome, Georgia, to 
the crossing of the Rome and Selma Railroad bridge 
e doe tons as yis aooe eesse 177 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 177 

H. R. No. 240, granting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 
ors of the Mexican, Florida, and the Black Hawk 
wars, and to certain widows of deceased soldiers and 
sailors of the Sam bekase 177 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 177 

H. R. No. 965, for the relief of the trustees of the Catholic 

church at Dalton, Georgia. 236 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 236 

H. R. No. 966, for the relief of the executor or administra- 
tor of the estate of Nehemiah Garrison, assignee of 
Moped POrkine r E S 236 

referred to the Committee of Cla ms 236 

H. R. No. 967, for the relief of William Hedgpeth, of Paul- 

ding County, Georgia 236 
referred to the Committee of Claims 236 

H. R. No. 968, for the relief of J. E. Parrott, of Gordon 

County, Georgia „6 236 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 236 

H. R. No. 969, for the relief of Balaam A. Bridges, of Bartow 

County, Georgia. „ „ „ e 236 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 236 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 373 


H. R. No. 1664, for the relief of James H. Rogers, of Georgia.. 72 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 723 


motion made by, to adjourn-...--..---...-.-. TARER E - 385 
petitions presented by, from— 
Georgia, for a post-route from Cave Spring to Centre.. 206 
Rodgers, James H., for a reinvestigation of his claim...... 243 
Gordon County, Georgia, citizens of, for an extension of 
time for filing war claims F 327 
Rogers, James H., and Charles T. Shepard, for payment of 
WOT T Sock . OTT 339 
Hedgpeth, William, to be refunded certain tax — 330 
Georgia, for certain post- routes $ 360, 727 
Fletcher, A. A., executor, for payment of a war clai 413 
incidental ‘remarks by . 2.2. ...ccccesccnae cootsenvswevs rhen 385 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the act to provide for the resumption of specie 
Payments „„ 403, 405 
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Page. 
FENN, STEPHEN S., a Delegate from Idaho— 
6ðu ũ nn 8 54 
appointed on committee s. . 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 796, for the relief of Jenkins A. Fitzgerald, assist - 
: ant surgeon United States Navy 197 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 197 
H. R. No. 885, making an appropriation for a military road 
from Fort Boisé to Fort Lapwai, Idaho Territory.... 211 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 211 
H. R. No. 886, making an appropriation for the improvement 
of Clearwater River, in Idaho Territory ....-....... 211 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 211 
H. R. No. 887, for the relief of L. F. Cartee... 211 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 211 
H. R. No. 888, for the relief of James McGregor........... 211 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs...... ...... 211 
H. R. No. 1195, to provide for negotiations with the Cœur 
d’Aléne Indians, and making appropriations for their 
enn oceusnsunpecssseurerotes 252 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 252 
H. R. No. 1196, to provide for the occupancy of missionary 
stations on Indian reservations 252 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 252 
H. R. No. 1197, to protect bona fide settlers upon the unsur- 
veyed public lands in the Territory of Idaho 252 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 252 
H. R. No. 1198, to create an additional land district in the 
ROSTIGOTY: OF ORDO. suc os cchsessdosts peie saaana 252 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands ............. 252 
petitions presented by, from— 
Idaho Territory, citizens of, for the annexation of certain 
counties to Washington Territory 206 
Fitzgerald, Jenkins, for relief 5 234 
Idaho, Legislative Assembly of, for a military road from Fort 
DOGS LO ROE LAD WO. E r cous 252 
Idaho, Legislative Assembly of, in relation to the Portland, 
Dalles and Salt Lake Railroad ..-.................. 252 
Cotton, Jane D., petition of, for a pension 262 
Cour @Aléne Indians, papers relating to the 386 
Idaho Territory, for certain post- routes . 442 
incidental remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 
tiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 592 


Ferguson, Robert B., petition of, for compensation for dam- 


ages 
Field, Charles W., act (8. No. 291) to remove the political disa- 


tle yer Chesacs CCT 458 
con an passed t ouse.. — 458 
examined and si pace l . 565, 569 
approved by the „„ tinder P FLER TE G 
FIELD, WALBRIDGE A,, a Representative from Massachusetts 
ee OI AARE TAAIE EA DIAE 50 
appointed on committees............ —— — nuns 198 
leave of absence granted to 559 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of Lieutenant-Colo- 
Del“ Wildt 262 
petition presented by, from Lieutenant-Colonel Ward Mars- 
ton, for promotion to the rank of colonel........... 243 
Finan, Eleanor M., poson of, for a pension 360 
Financial relief of the country, bill (H. R. No. 1522) for the, 
introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia . 515 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency ........ 515 
FINLEY, EBENEZER B., a Representative from Ohio— 
00 51 
appointed on committees 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No, 298, for the relief of James R. Richardson, of 
Mansfield, Obio -s 2-20.50... ed e 179 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 179 
H. R. oe granting a pension to James C. Swasick, of 
U S E T EA ET 179 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 179 
H. R. No, 300, for the relief of Dudley A. Fish, of Bucyrus, 
c AE TRE N e e, peda ade 179 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 179 
H. R. a rnai granting a pension to Marcus De Moss, of 
BDR ET DS EE N EEE E p NS S 281 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 281 
H. R. 975 1253, granting a pension to R. G. Peterson, of 
ff... ͤ aaa Joussan sutessissvecas 2328 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 328 
H. R. No. 1488, granting a pension to Victorine Mott, widow 
of Peter Mott, late private of Company I, Fifteenth 
ment Obio Volunteer Infantry 398 
refe to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 398 


Page. 
FINLEY, EBENEZER B.— Continued. 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 23, 3 an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
so as to elect the President aud Vice-President thereof 
by a direct vote of the people thereof............... 
referred to the select committee on the subject of the 
RISCEON AL ALAT OEE AA S O A E 
motions made by, to— 
MAJONI ooo swo en onnacnecews passes qessccetecne pans eor 515 
, . 3 326 
petitions ted by, from— 
Rich D, James K., for payment of a war claim 199 
De Mass, Marcus, for a pension 282 
Mott, Victorine, for a pension. - 413 
Ohio, for a post- route „„ 443 
auß T cece pecuastinaces pers 615 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 
r e 2, 336 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resamp- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 33. 
Finley, Edward, a page, payment of ......---. +... .----- 282 
Fish, Dudley A., bill (H. R. No. 300) for the relief of. 
ADSPOUGOOU UY, Mars RANDY piss nes esses pokes tbs ANS scemas 179 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions RSN, 179 
Fish and Fisheries, operations of the Commissioner of......... 588 
Fishburn, Henry, bill (H. R. No. 693) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Stone of Towa •⁰Nm·· ns 108 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions s> 194 
Fisher, A. D., bill (H. R. No. 1187) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs 252 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 8 252 
Fisher, Elijah, bill (H. R. No. 567) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri. - 189 
referred to the Committee of Claims „ 189 
Fisher, James T., and Samuel H. Smithers, petition of, to be re- 
funded certain mone wrongfully collected. 622 
bill (H. R. No. 1635) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 610 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 610 
Fitzgerald, Bishop E., petition of, for payment of a war claim. 442 
Fitzgerald, Jenkins A., petition of, for relief-........- „ 234 
bill (H. R. No. 796) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Fenn seco sssesecees „ 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.. 197 
Flannery, William, bill (H. R. No. 801) for the relief of. 
troduced by Mr. Maginnis F 197 
referred to the Committee of Claims 197 
Flavell, Robert H., petition of, for compensation for property lost. 206 
Fletcher, A. A., petition of, for payment of a war claim 413 
Fletcher, John, motion withdrawing the papers of............ 326 
Flint River, bill (H. R. No. 244) for the improvement of the. 
introduced by Mr. Smith, of Georgia...............2.. 22.2 177 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 177 
bill (H. R. No. 1336) concerning survey of. 
introduced by Mr. CO... 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.............-.-.- 355 
Florida, the State of— ‘ 
Representatives from, attended: Robert H. M. Davidson, 
Horatio: Babes „ e 51 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 652) to provide public buildings at Jackson- 
ville, in the State of Florida. 
introduced by Mr. Bisbee. ...... ..- 2. 00.222 eee eee eens 192 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 192 
bill (H. R. No. 653) providing for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Saint John’s River, Florida. 
introduced by Mr. Bis bee 192 
referred to the Committee on Commerce......-......... 192 
bill (H. R. No. 1090) to revive and amend an act entitled 
“An act for the final adjustment of private land claims 
in the State of Florida, Louisiana, and Missouri, and 
for other purposes.” - 
introduced by Mr. Gunter — 240 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 240 
bill (H. R. No. 1436) to provide a second term of the district 
and cireuit courts of the United States at Jackson- 
ville, Florida. 
introduced by Mr. Bisbee........-.--...---- 220. stissa 358 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ............ 358 
Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the— 
or certain mail- routes nn .22.sseeet kans 358, 621 
for the improvement of the Suwanee and Calooshatchie 
RIVERS ooh A eel sbsausl acs sespante 358 
Flower, Clara, pee relating to the war claim tj. 548 
Flushing Bay, bill (H. R. No. 926) for the improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Covert 235 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 235 
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` Foard, John F., bill ie R. No. 1540) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Robbing. uz we cnon penccnvadasedepesecrese 582 
referred to the Committee on War Ciaima—- 582 
Folder, a, in — 1 folding-room of the House, to receive messen- Set 
Folders E aio one Hanes folding-room, payment of, for extra serv- — 
Folger, John, bill (H. R. No. 1750) granting a pension to. 
introduced Don occas Sec tlewuccnnseden 810 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 810 
Folkes, Winston, and others, bill (H. R. No. 1654) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Tucker eee sok BA 722 
Folsom, Enoch ba bill (H R. Nov 1052) granting a pemain tar, 
olsom, Enoc 0 ranting a ion 
introduced by Mr. Calles 2 $ „ e 239 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
Fonda, William S., bill (H. R. No. 103) granting a pension to.” 
introduced by Die, TI cc cndoc-anccepsaotcarstpeepecte 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
Forbes, 5 2 Joseph H. Key, bill (H. R. No. 177) for the 
introduced by Mr. Henkle. „ 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
Force, W. M., and others, * of, relating to steam - naviga- 
CoCo ooo cadmas 206 
Ford, ee Fs 305 n R. No. 1702) for relief of. 
introduced e ee eee SY E A DA 724 
referred to che 0 Committee on Invalid Pensions 7 
Ford, William G., „bal (. of, for payment for cotton seized. . 166, 244 
Foreclosure suits, bill (H R. No. 1452) concerning appearance 
on behalf of United States in. 
introduced by Mr. Lynde . er bee 359 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...---...---+.--. 359 
Foreign Affairs, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 172, 178, 
179, 235, 237, 239, 249, 281, 352, 353, 359, 372, 454, 559, 609, 722 
petitions referred to 134, 166, 282, 327, 360, 414, 510, 520, 548 
Forestry and tree-planting, bill (H. R. No. 1218) to authorize the 
appointment o a commission on the subject of. 
introduced by Mr. Keifer... . „ „„„„„„„1̊ oe 254 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture 254 
Forney, WILLIAM H., a Representative from Alabama 
e snort E E ANE 8 51 
appointed on committees.......--..-.---.--.---- . 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 851, for the relief of the Mobile Marine Dock Com- a 
e the Committee on War Claims 209 
H. R. No. 1341, for the relief of Samuel Noble 355 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .....-------- 355 
H. R. No. 1342, for the improvement of the Coosa River, in 
the States of Alabama and Georgia 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 355 
H. R. No. 1343, for the relief of W. P. Van Derveer, assignee 
and trustee of Charles F. Ma n 355 
referred to the Committee of Claim 355 
motions aale by, to withdraw the papers of House bill No, RE 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 39, in relation to 
suspending payment of the claims of Benjamin Weil, 
No. 447, ane: the La Abra Silver Mining Company, 
No. 489, on the American docket of the late joint 
commission of the United States and Mexico.. 281 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 281 
petition prevented by, from Alabama industrial convention, 
or the improvement of the rivers of Alabama 134 
Forrest, Joseph, bill 12 85 R. No. 178) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Henkle ---+ ----e<- Jonass 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
Forristall, Charles H., bill (H. R. No. 915) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. PP 235 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 25 
Fort, GREENBURY L., a Representative from Illinois 
r 51 
appointed on committees ..-<+.-----++.-+---+ akaiti wate 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 550, granting a pension to Mary A. Allen 188 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions . . . 188 
H. R. No. 551, to grant pensions to all surviving officers 
and soldiers who served in the United States Army in 
the war with Mexico... sese sss snc. sesanje sinos E pN 188 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 188 
H. R. No, 552, for the repeal of the bankruptcy law, and 
all of the amendments thereto...............--..--. 188 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 188 
H. R. No. 553, to authorize the construction of a bridge 
parone the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Mis- 12 
GOUT cutee cress varecchaaenssApe ne s 
RY to the Committee on Commerce...........---.. 188 


Fort, GREENBURY L.—Continued. 


bills introduced by— 
H. R No. 554 APSE the coining of the standard sil- 
ver dollar, and restoring its legal-tender character.. 188 
referred to. the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
r . vasticncanevacuauicass 188 
H. R. No. 1701, for the relief of Lieutenant C. A. Cutler...:' 724 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 72⁴ 
H. H. No. 1774, granting a pension to Miriam V. Kenney... 811 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensiens.......... 811 
motions made by, to— 
WOUIGULR ono cvancne pncwinedstisnstenarnacaiaencentysooeted - 621 
take a recess „ „„„„4„%P!?t sil 
petitions presented by, from— 
Strawn, William, and others, relating to the currency..... 199 
Illinois, for a post- route 22 - 20- pse cee ence needed 799 


incidental remarks by . 203, 204, 226, 463, 514, 528, 594, 621, 809, 812 
remarks by, on the— 


OLUET: OF bn 472 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional “expoeition BEEE occannssnes —?é7 546, 562 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie eae RA 623, 
25, 628, 631, 632 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission „ . 718,719 
Fort Cameron military reservation, bill (H. R. No. 778) to pro- 
miae. for rank ts for certain improvements on lands 
in the. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta g 197 
referred to the Committee on n bilf (r. K. Ne „77 
Fort 8 military reservation, bill (H. R. No. 751) to donate 
rtion of the, to the State of Kansas. 
N ff a a E ATS SEA 196 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 196 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, bill (H. R. No. 1429) donating military 
reservation at, to the city of. 
introduced by Mr. Cra venus «6 358 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 358 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, bill (H. R. No. 431) to provide for United 
States courts at. 
introduced by Mr. Hamilton tinue 22... 2222-222 eee 184 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....../........ 184 
citizens of, petition of, for an increase of the salaries of 
letter- carriers LUA ILLEN sevens ccs 165 
lettcr-carriers of; petition of, for an increase of salaries 165 
Fort Wayne military reservation, Arkansas, bill (H. R. No. 613) 
rs sa the, to entry as other public lands in said 
introduced by Mr. Gunter s.e-0e ceso reens eves inaasa 190 
referred to the Committee on Public Lauds. ......-.-....... 190 
Fort Yuma, bill (H. R. No. 1153) to encourage the introduction 
and su upply of fresh water on the a west of. 
introduced b EMGGrell. ove cnn enc etics-sdosays 3 250 
referred to the Committee on Public PS hea . 
FOSTER, CHARLES, a Representative from Ohio 
e EE TAT a vacsh drepabacoeeake 51 
appointed on committees 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No, 312, for the relief of F. W. Ra 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 180 
H. R. No. 313, to provide for the better care and protection 
of quartermasters’ MOINS ce cause vista es greens 180 
Tef to the Committes on Military Affairs 180 
H. R. No. 314, to confirm the term, for the period of seven- 
teen years from the date of its original grant, of the 
patent of Thomas A. Weston 140 
referred to the Committee on Patents 180 
H. R. No. 1011, for the relief of the widow of Colonel 
Lyman M. Kellogg. „ „„ 238 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 238 
petitions omer , from— 
Tanner, Au „for + compensation for services........ 199 
Fox, J ohn n a pebsion eee een. 243 
Peterson, George for a pension ....--. .----.-.---.---- 243 
Perrin, ee F. A. , to be paid the value of postage-stamps 
stolen FFF 
incidental remarks by 228, 231, 256, 257, 306, 328, 373, 455, 007 
remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No. 902) makin apao priations for the support 
ey Army for the al year ending June 30, 


, 290, 
291, 293, 294, 299, 307, 311, 320, 330, 331, 332, 333, 338, 513, 513 
poini Of AE VA TTEA ASE AAA 309 
ill (H. R. No. 1526) oth oie rovide for deficiencies in the ap- 
e service of the Government for 
, 1878, and for prior 
584, 585, 586, 588, 501, 595, 506, rei 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS, 


Foster, Mrs. Helen B., bill (H. R. No. 516) for the relief of. 


introduced by Bir Harisill:c,.- <o<.cances T ANSER 187 

eae Soest an War Claims 187 
bill (H No. 519) granting a pension. 

introduced by Mr. Hartzell „ 3 187 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 

Foulds, Thomas H., bill (H. R. No. 994) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ble 237 
referred to the Committee of Claims 237 

Foulk, Captain William S., bill (H. R. No. 1567) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. Sten JC EERSTE. 606 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 606 

Fouqué, Nicholas and Mare Antoine, bill (H. R. No. 28) for the 

relief of the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Loring...---.----- „ 170 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....--...-..--. 170 
heirs of, paper relating to the claim of, for revolutionary serv- 8 
EFF Ä 8 
Fox, John x 8 of, for a pension .Q 243 
Frane, Charles H., memorial of, for the reimbursement of cer- 
tain money. 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims. . 234. 56, 455 

e William, bill (H. R. No. 1070) granting pension 
e DY. Ur Henderon . dove enr 240 
referred to the Committee on Revoluiionary Pensions --- 240 

Franking privilege, joint resolution (H. R. No. 53) authorizing 
80 y by Mr. Macke b 722 
referred to Committee on 7525 Post-Office and Post-Roads.... 722 

Frankle, N., petition of, for payment of a war claim. 

FRANKLIN, BENJAMIN Js a Representative from Missouri— 
an E EE A S S E E ASE E T T 51 
appointed on committees +--+ tenamen =n 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 557, to phe ae the Court of Claims to hear and 
determine the claim of Charles A. Perry & CO. 188 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........--. 188 
H. R. No. 558, for the relief of A. L. H. Crenshaw, of Jack- 
son County, a e e OTITIS ETET O S SA 188 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 188 
H. R. No. 559, to provide for the repeal of the third section 
of the act entitled “An act to provide for the resump- 
tion of ie payments,” g rsa yi 14,1875.. 188 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency... 188 
H. R. No. 560, to provide for the construction of a public 
buildin; at the city of Kansas, State of Missouri. 188 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 188 
H. R. No. 561, nting a pension to Minor T. Smith, of 
3 ounty, Missouri, for services in the Mexi- 158 
er, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 188 
H. R. No. 562, for the relief of James Brice, of Jackson 
Count; » Missouri, for depredations committed by the 
Arap: ao POTA AEN E 188 
referred to ie Committee of Claims 0 188 
H. R. No. 563, to provide for holding terms of the district 
and ironik courts of the United States at Kansas City, 1 


referred to > the Committee on the Judic 
H. R. No. 564, to confirm the title to certain ands in Platte 
County, Missouri, and authorize patents to be issued 


therefor to Kinsey B. Cecil . 189 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 189 
H. R. No. 884, to provide for the establishment of a branch 
mint of the United States at the city of Kansas, in the 
Sr eiod onead Jaani 211 
referred to Committee onCoinage, Weights, and Measures. 211 
H. R. ak o. 1596, to provide for the organization óf the Terri- 
K 608 
e to the Committee on the Territories 608 
petitions presented by, from— 
Brenneman, Heiss and others, for an increase of the sala- 
ries of letter- carriers „„ 134 
Kansas City, Missouri, Board of Trade of, for the repeal of 
the resumption „% EA EE ERATE 134 
Brice, James, for indemnity for Indian depredations 839 
Smith, Minor T., for a pension. 339 
Crenshaw, A. 115 H., for payment of a war claim 386 
incidental remarks by Fale ie AENA A FAE OAA A 808, 809, 811 
remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fecal year ending June 30, 1878.. 293 
joint e (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
ition... n-eo naine emcee von eee onines r 567 


—— ³ ꝶ„4„„„4%„ 


Frayser, R. SAY papens relating to the war claim os 3 

Frazer, 
introduedéd | by Mr, Nee... cis anon twonvesccnds 
referred to he cra win on Invalid Pensions 

Frederick, C. H., bill (H. R. No. 834) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wellen ose. hice cle cee es 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions- 

Frederick Division, No. 15, Sons of Temperance, State of Mary- 

land, bill (H. R. No. 144) for the relief of. 


introduced e 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
papers relating to the war claim of 340 
ies schools, bill (H. R. No. 101) applying the proceeds of the 
public lands to the support of. 
introduced by Mr. Cutlerrõrrr„4„43r„%: 172 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 172 
Freedman’s Bank, bill (H. R. No. 1747) authorizing the purchase 
of certain 1 of the. 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers #08 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 808 
Freedmen’s Bureau, the, expenses o'. 584 
Freel, Rosetta, papers relating to the war claim of... 263 
FREEMAN, CHAPMAN, a Representative from Pennsylvania— p 
8 PFS 51 
inted on committees is-is 2... .2.--- .0---. eee 333 198 
bi s introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 128, for the relief of William J. Pollock, late col- 
lector of internal revenue of the second district of 
Pennsylvania eiis oclv coros nUe eset ced 173 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 173 

H. R. No. 129, to secure service of process in United States 

... courts in certain nee 173 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary......--..-.- 173 

H. R. No. 1303, for the equalization of bounties. .......... 353 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 353 
petitions presented by, from— 

Room, William M., and others, relating to labor and wages. 206 

Hubbell, William W., for compensation for damages by tho 
use of his atents RAL STOH e 

Harris, Captain Nathaniel R., for pay for services as an o 
ra a veces ERT A a ERA ERA y aE 

Nerona: man Bs Trade, for an international monetary 5 

Freeman, Edward 8. bill (H. R. No. 425) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. N ee e 184 
referred to the Committee of Claim «„ 184 

Freeman, Simeon, petition of, for payment of a war claim. . 200 

French Broad River, North Carolina, (H. R. No. 958) to provide 

for continuing improvement of the. 
introduced by Mr. Vance. ũẽÿ᷑ͥ230 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 236 

French, 3 S., bill (H. R. No. 363) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Whitthornne e.. 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 

French international exposition, joint resolution (H. R. No. 1) 

in relation to. 
introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of New York 172 
e to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 172 
back with amendments and recommitted .. 306 
8 Wright, petition of, for commutation of rations While 
Frey, Joh 1 ll (H. R Ne. 693) grant ing a pension to. pi 
y, John, ( o. 532) granting a pension to. 
in uced by Mr. F Senn 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions..........-.... 187 

Friel, Levi J., bill (H. R. No. 1482) granting a pension to. 
introduced by N B. ig a anaE 372 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 372 

Friend, James W., a page, payment of 282 

Friery, John, bill (H. R. No. 1125) for the relief of. 
introduced. by Mr. Giddings fogs ͤ tens kel dian seve 249 
referred to the Committee of Claim 249 

Frizell, J. S., papers relating to the war claim of. 2 

Tol Elizabe oe D. and Ann, papers relating to the war ane 

Frost, Danial 1 0 t others, bill (H. R. No. 1704) for relief of. 
introduced e chose Ueckivenseseiewaso 724 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 724 

Fry, Mrs. hp E., bill (H. R. No. 272) for the relief of. 
introdu by Mr. Par ta Vita EEA E U EEE A EA 178 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affair 178 

FRYE, WILLIAM P., a Representative from Maine— 

3 333 . 50 
inted on committeeun᷑ ee cence were ene eens 198 
bilis introduced by, viz : 


H. R. No. 1, for reviving and continuing the court of com- 
missioners of Alabama claims, and for the distribu- 
ren of the unappropriated moneys of the Geneva 
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Frye, WILLIAM P.—Continued. 
bills introduced by 
H. R. No. 2, to amend c 30 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States relating to the District of Columbia, 
and especially to notaries public ...............--.- 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .............. 169 
H. R. No. 3, amending section 1000 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United State 4 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........-...- 169 
H. R. No. 4, to provide a penalty for wanton injury to the 
pnblic libraries in the District of Columbia and in 
the Territories of the United Statees 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar g. 169 
rted back, considered, and passed by the House 255 
5 rred to the Senate Committee on the J udiciary ...... 364 
H. R. No. 5, prescribing an oath of offlee - 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary......-----.. 169 
H. R. No. 6, to enlarge the jurisdiction of the Court of 
Claims, and for other purposes. 169 
referred to the Committee on the J 8 169 
H. R. No. 7, to refund a duplicate tax to Boehm Brothers, 
Ot New Tork uds re cu calh cinavl ious IGA 169 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 169 
H. R. No. 911, to amend the bankrupt lac 234 
referred to the Committee on the J udiciary..........-. 234 
H. R. No. 912, to make persons ch: with erimes and 
seats competent witnesses in the United States 1 
5 to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 235 
H. R. No. 1254, for the relief of John A. 5 3 252 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 252 
motion made by, to adjourn ............- r 281 
resolutions o y= 
that 9 5 L. Smith, having the prima ses right to a seat 
is House, be now sworn in. Discussed and laid 
on CHO TADIO oc oo. oc A E EE ddd buacwelt cubed 74 
that the name of E. W. Robertson be stricken from the roll 
of this House as a Representative from the State of 
Louisiana, and that name of Charles E. Nash be 
placed upon said roll as a Representative. 
r . 89-92 
substitute offered by Mr. Ellis considered and agreed to. . 89-92 
resolution, as amended, was agreed to 92 
petitions presented by, 
Pollard, Emery, for a 3 e 3 2 148 
Webster, L. W. amin C., for a pension. · 234 
Tibbetts, L. for the repayment of certain moneys...... 243 
Holland, John, for a e L seach EN 282 
incidental remarks b Ro 54, 89, 90, 91. 231, 254. 540 
remarks by, on the— 
Louisiana contested-election sence e district 73,74 
correction of the Journal 247 
bill (H. R. No, 4) to provide a penalty for wanton injury to 
the public libraries in the District of Columbia e 
in the Territories of the United States 255 
resolution concerning investigation of naval expenditures.. 255 
stg? OF OTOL! . oon scan pace acsubu shlcssnnscsadscewesusacsy 255 
ill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the 1 rt of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878... 294, 295 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
r asnatanadaciecteny 541, 567 
bill (i. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for service of the Government for year 


ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years .594, 595, 596 


Fuller, Albert, papers relating to the claim of, for compensation 
e E T aes 
FULLER, BENONI S., a Representative from Indiana 


le! dee 51 
appointed on committees eee 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 436, granting a pension to Adam Stinson........ 184 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 184 

H. R. No. 437, to repeal section 3229 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States - 184 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 184 

H. R. No. 438, to repeal the act for the resumption of specie 
PRY MONI 5 cod A seen i N A E bess 184 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 184 
H. R. No, 439, granting a pension to Jonathan R. Tilman.. 184 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 184 
H. R. No, 440, to repeal the bankrupt law 184 
referred to ‘the Committee on the Judiciary...........-. 184 

H. R. No. 441, to establish the southern district of Indiana, 

and to provide for the holding of circuit and district 
COUPES: een — 184 
referred to Committee on the Judiciary ............-.-..- 184 

H. R. No. 1051, for the protection of settlers on the public 
lands of the United States 239 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands............. 239 


BENONI S.— Continued, 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1390, to forfeit certain public lands 
aid in the construction of railroads an 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 1391, to equalize the bounties of soldiers who 
served in the late war for the Union wdabatdeedd 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the House be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to pay H, T. Burrows. Re- 

ferred to the ay wera of Accounts ö 


resented by, fro 
g ant r Indiana, ee of, and others, for an increase 
of the salaries of letter-carriers..........-.-- sissors 
Profit, Maria T., for payment of a war claim 
Tilman, Jonathan R., for a pension 
Wickes, Captain Lambert, heirs of, for prize-money and 


pay during the Revolution . A 
Mason, Charles, for relieeeꝶꝶ n. 
Funeral 2 E Morton, adjournment of the House on the 
earth „„ hewese 

Fuqua, William H., bill (H. R. No. 1034) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr: House. EAS ee, epebes seouie casa 
referred to the Committee on War Claims r 

G. 
L., bill (H. 525 No. e for the relief of. 

merie e by Mr. Mecook ses PSREN 5 
referred to the eee on War Claim 
Gaines, Gideon, petition of, for arrearage of pension . . 
Gaines, 2 Myra piai papers relating to certain private land 
imer ES PUET T SBN 


Gall, John W., bill (H. R. No. 1209) for the relief of the legal 
rep resentatives of. 
5 by Mr. Morrison: e eee 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
Gallacio, ee G., bill (H. R. No. 1053) granting a pension 


888 by Mr. Calking ......5. 00220 bees ETER. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Gallaher, Edward, bill — R. No. 1477) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Geo: 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
papers relating to the war claim o 
Galveston, Texas, bill (H. R. No. 1124) to provide for a public 
‘building at. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings..-.-. ..-. 22.22. seeees cece cues 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and drounds 
bankers of, petition of, for the repeal of the bank- tax law. 
Galveston Artillery, joint resolution (H. R. No. 15) authorizing 
the issue of certain arms for use of. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings . . —— V 
4 3 Affairs swe Vavdbere 
veston Bay, Texas, š 0. making an a ria- 
tion to continue the work on the ak — U 
introduced by Mr. Mills 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Galveston Harbor, in Texas, bill (H. R. No. 666) to provide for 
the fortification of, 
introduced by Mr. Gi 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Galveston Harbor and Galveston Bay, bill (H. R. No. 1121) 
mieng. appropriation for continuing the improve- 
ment o 
introduced by Mr. Giddings 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Galveston, Harrisburgh and San Antonio Railway Company, 
memorial of, for aid to extend their railway to the 
Rio.Grande.s sac é ˙%—é⁰[nwN... 
Galveston Military Institute, bill (H. R. No. 1720) in sa of the. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings -2esee 2 eee eee 
5 to et TUL Ke a Fate and Labor.. 5 
no i Yo. ting a on to. 
introduced by Mr. Wilson e eee ee 
referred to the Committee on Invalid hye ges uuu deeb weds 


ee res 


times tu lolis pce mr LRU ieee 4 

Gardner, Horace B., bill (H. R. No. 931) for the relief of. 
introduced by FFC 
referred to the Committee on War Claims S : 


GARDNER, MILLS, a Representative from Ohio— 
attended i i oT pp ̃ ᷣò tous 
appointed on committees....-...-.-.---+----+ N 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 1003, for the relief of Benjani amin D. Lakin, of Point 
Pleasant, Clermont County, Ohio 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


192 
192 


192 
192 


249 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Page. 


GARDNER, Mrris—Continued. 
bill introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1372, to prescribe the form of oath of office, and to 
repeal sections 1756, 1757, and 1758 of the Revised 


JJ 8 356 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .........-. — 356 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of B. D. Lakin.... 205 
petitions presented by, from— 
Worthington, T., for compensation for services at Camp 
e y 
Lakin, Benjamin D., for a refund of certain money 221 


remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 


GARTH, WILLIAM W.—Continued. 


bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 971, to appropriate $800,000. to continue the work 
on the Muscle Shoals Canal on the Tennessee River, 
in the State of Alabama 236 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 236 
H: R. No. 1665, to refer the claims of John R. Stutts and 
Russell M. Kibbourne, citizens of Lauderdale County, 
State of Alabama, to the commissioners of southern 
claims for re-examination and report 723 
referred tothe Committee on War Claims — 723 
petition presented by, from Russell M. Kibbourne and Jobn R. 
Stutts, for payment of war claim 727 


provide for the resumption of specie payments. 264, 265, 380 Gault, John, petition of, for compensation for services as major.. 570 


correction of the RECORD- <... .. sss. eee eee 7 J i — 

GARFIELD, JAMES A., a Representative from Ohio ups toe era Ea S ROPA 5 $ e n 51 
attended — — appointed on committeess ... 197, 198 
appointed on committees... ------ bills introduced by, viz: 
leave of absence granted to H. R. No. 615, granting indemnity to States for swamp land 
bills introduced by, viz: eee sold by the United States 2. ....2.....-2...2. 

H. R. No. 1500, authorizing and directing the Secretary of referred to the Committee on Public Lands 190 
the Interior to place the name of Zephaniah Crabaugh, H. R. No. 616, granting additional lands to the State of Ar- 

late a private of Company D, One hundred and fourth kansas for the use of schools 191 

Ohio Volunteers, on the pension. roll. 424 referred to the Committee on Public Lands 191 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 424 H. R. No. 617, to repeal sections 820 and 821 of the Revised 

H. R. No. 1641, granting a pension to Franklin Paine 721 Statutes of the United States 191 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 721 referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ......-...... 191 

resolutions offered by— ioe H. R. No. 618, for the relief of Feriba A. Gregg 191 

that the gentleman from California, Mr. Pacheco, be now referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
sworn in. Discussed and adopted........--......-. 92, 93 H. R. No. 1706, for the relief of William Beyers, of Bates- 

that the Honse documents of the Forty-fourth Congress not Wile Avkanehe AE TEI IRI oe reece acu es 725 

yet distributed be delivered to members of the pres- referred 1d the Committee of Claims 725 


ent House. Modified and adopted.............. 2... 133 
that the undistributed books and documents remaining in 

the folding-room of the House of Representatives to 

the credit of members and officers of the House at the 

commencement of the present session, be placed to 

the credit of the corresponding members and officers 

of the present House. Adopted....-....-........-. 163 

petitions presented by, from— 

Lynch, John R., concerning the contested-election case of 


Inch vs. Chalmers: issis. JUI is wel sse ees eale 134 
Orr, John R., and others, asking aid to remove to Liberia.. 164 
Shunk, Christian, for the extension of letters-patent....-... 199 
Callis, George W., relating to the tax on tobacco Gags 199; 
Crubaugh, Zephaniah, and others, for a pension 199 
Van Name, Jerome, for a pension. - 221 
Herroon, Andrew J., for a pension. 8 386 
McCloud, John, for a pension PARA EEEN dct seed TT 
Webber, J., for the passage of a bill relating to the date of 
pensions. issis Leese ed Souda d Hadas elses ee deo 727 
Mussey, Reuben Delevan, for the settlement of hisaccounts. 799 
incidental remarks by. . ...... 55, 69, 74, 92, 97, 163, 


204, 212, 215, 220, 328, 385, 413, 616, 620, 633, 799, 808, 809, 815 
remarks by, on the— 

California contested-election case—fourth district. 92, 93 
resolution appointing a committee to take into considera- 
tion the state of the law respecting presidential elec- 

HOUSE LU. Sobek ot oe UN ENE . ĩ˙ ibes wae oes 132, 133 

resolution concerning the distribution of documents... . . 133, 163 

Colorada contested-election case 136, 138, 139, 140, 141, 611 
petition of emigration society in North Carolina concern- 

ing emigration to Liberia...........-2-+.....-.4.-- 164 

Bill (HL Re. No. 002) me WC 
i f 0. mal appropriations for the support 

of the Army for the focal year ending June 30, 1875. — 331, 

„347, 349, 350, 512, 513 
bill (H. R. No, 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 

provide for the resumption of specie payments 461, 

- „463, 464, 465, 627, 628, 630, 632 
bill (H.R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for service of the Government for fiscal year 


ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years 585, 586, 615 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission. 716, 717,719 


bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the 


wreck of the United States steamer Huron... . 806, 807, 808 
adjournment eine dle 44 814 
Garnett, Granville, bill (H. R. No. 1745) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Blackburn. 798 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. . 798 
Garrison, Nehemiah, bill (H. R. No. 966) for the relief of the ad- 
ministrator of the estate of. 
introduced by Mr. Felton S A 236 
referred to the Committee of Claim ses 236 
GARTH, WILLIAM W., a Representative from Alabama 
mttended 660565 ss eee r eee 51 


H. R. No. 1707, for the relief of A. C. Wellburn, administra- 
tor of the estate of Daniel T. Wellburn, of Phillips 
County, ATKOnRAl ee 725 

referred to the Committee on War Claim 725 

H. R. No. 1708, for the relief of Mary E. Whitehead, Fan- . 
nie C. Metzger, and Henry C. and Minnie E. Clements, 
o Helena, Arkansas, heirs of Alexander G. Clements, 


—— U —U U UU 66 „„4„„ — 


referred to the Committee on War Claims 


petitions presented by, from 


Clements, Alexander G., heirs of, for payment of a war 


rr I pad noenwenctensverescus 727 
Wellborn, A. C., for payment of a war claim 727 
Byers, William, for pay as a member of Congress 727 
Gaver, C. C., administrator, petition of, for payment of a war 
TT redeneante a E ~ IN 
Geddings, G. H., papers relating to claim oft P T 
Gemmill, William, bill (H. R. No. 1472) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Kidder... 4 %6„„%ͤn᷑ẽé,n«ͤ« 359 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 359 
Geneva, bill (H. R. No. 1475) granting American register to 
Canadian ferry-boat. 
introduced by Mr. 8 S 359 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 359 
Geneva award, bill (H. R. No, 22) for the distribution of the. 
introduced by Mr. Butler „ „ 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ..............- 169 


bill (H. R. No. 836) for the distribution of the unappropriated 
moneys of the. 
introduced by Mr. Lapham 1 209 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 209 


Georgia, the State of 
Representatives from, attended: Julian Hartridge, William 


E. Smith, Philip Cook, Henry R. Harris, Milton A. 
Candler, James H. Blount, William H. Felton, Alex- 
ander Hamilton Stephens, Hiram P. Bell. 51 


legislation concerning— 


ill (H. R. No. 239) to appropriate money for continuing the 
improvement of the Coosa River from Rome, ia, 
to the crossing of the Rome and Selma Railroad bridge, 


m Alabama. 
introduced by Mr. Felton s- sii sisina 177 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 177 
bill (H. R. No. 244) for the improvement of Flint River, in 
the State of Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Smith, of Georgian 177 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 177 


bill (H.-R. No. 248) to create an additional judicial district 
for the State of Georgia, and for other purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Blount..........-..----- 2220-2 „ 177 
referred to the Committee on the Judici 
bill (H. R. No. 249) for continuing the wor 
the harbor at Savannah, Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Hartridgꝶese— .. 177 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 177 


of improving 


98 
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Page. 


Georgia, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
bill (H. R. No. 250) to nig oder se money for the improve- 


ment of the harbor at Darien, Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Hartridgꝶs e 
referred to the Committee on Commerce š 
bill (H, R. No. 252) to appropriate money for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at Brunswick, in the State of 
Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Hartridge.-.......... r 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 


bill (H. R. No. 253) to provide a building for the use of the 
United States district and circuit courts and the post- 
office at Savannah, Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Hartridge +--+ s.u.. 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
bill (H. R. No. 255) to establish Atlanta, in the State of 
Georgia, a port of delivery. 
introduced by Mr. Candle 
referred to the Committee on Commerce > 
bill (H. R. No. 808) for the relief of the Eagle and Phenix 
Manufacturing Company of Columbus, in the State 
of Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Georgia Sidon I PADAS 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .-..-...-... 
bill (H. R. No. 811) to refund to the State of Georgia certain 
money se sway by said State for the common de- 
fense in 1777. 
introduced by Mr, Bell . 
referred to the Committee of Claims s.--------.- 
bill (H. R. No. 962) to amend section 552 of the Revised 
Statutes of United States, and to provide for the 
appointment of a judge of the district court for the 
southern district of Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Hartridge............-...-+-++---+-- 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.......--..... 
bill (H. R. No. 964) making an b eee for continuing 
the improvement of the Chattahoochee River, in the 
State of Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Georgia 3 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 965) for the relief of the trustees of the Cath - 
olic church at Dalton, Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. Felton . e 8 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
bill (H. R. No. 1336) to appropriate $2,000 for survey of Flint 
River, in Georgia. 
introduced by Mr. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 


memorials and petitions from citizens of, for certain t- 
r — 134,200, 302, 360, 727 


TOUR TAI cenccaceesruneacnyorvess 134, 
Germain, irae pe and Sophia, bill (H. R, No. 1679) for the re- 
i 


introduced by Mr. BoOOon e L 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Gibbes & Co., bill (H. R. No. 1406) for the relief of. 

introduced by TTT aera 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Gibbs, J. J., petition of, for a pension 


——— 426V—»„ẽũ³3gg Ree ee Ree RR OOO OOOO Oe 


appointed on committees. .-.. TTT O TAVE 92 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 277, to improve the navigation and to afford pro- 
tection and 50 4 Be the shipping trade and com- 
merce and alluvial lands of the Mi ppi River.... 

referred to the Committee on Serre ff Levees........ 
H. R. No. 278, to amend the act entitled “An act to encour- 
age the establishment of public marine schools,” ap- 

proved June 20, 1874, so as to extend it to the ports 

of Wilmington, Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, New 
Orleans, and Galveston... -.. C 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

H. R. No. 279, to authorize the Louisiana and Texas Rail - 
road to relinquish its title to certain lands in the 


II. R. No. 280, to make the ports of Brownsville, Galveston, 
and Houston, Texas, ports to which unappraised mer- 
chandise may be transported 

referred to the Committee on Commer c 

H. R. No, 281, to tig 
office at New Orleans, 
propriation therefor si ......020. wesc ce paon case cee 

refe to the Committee on 6 e 

H. R. No. 1206, for the relief of the Touro almshouse, in New 
r mavabocsvebde TENY? 

referred to the Committee on War Claims es 


178 
178 


178 
178 


178 
178 


78 
178 


78 
178 


253 
253 


Tage. 


GIBSON, RANDALL L.— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 1358, to repeal the twenty-second section of the 
act to incorporate the Texas Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, and to declare the rights and lands granted in 
said twenty-second section to the New Orleans, Baton 
Rouge and Vicksburgh Railroad Company forfeited 
and that the said twenty-second section be re-enac! 
in favor of the New Orleans Pacific Railway Com- 


——U UG —B—— senese sssi ee eee 2 


H. R. No. 1530, appropriating 87,500 to reimburse certain 
citizens of Louisiana who advanced this amount to 
the Government work on Tones Bayou = 

referred to the Committee on Appropriations............ 
resolutions offered by— 

that Mr. Darrall, of the third district of Louisiana, be sworn 
in, and that the credentials of Mr. J. H. Acklen, of 
said district, with the papers thereunto attached, be 
referred to the Committee of Elections, when ap- 
pointed, with instructions to report upon his right to 
a seat in the House from said district. Agreed to... 

that James B. Elam, from the fourth con ional district 
of Louisiana, and Edward W. Robertson, from the 
sixth congressional district of said State, be now 
sworn in as members of this House. 

offered as an amendment to Mr. Leonard’s resolution 
modified, discussed, and 
that the Committee on Levees shall be styled Committee on 
Levees and Improvement of the Mississippi River. 
Adopted: . e e oiidid eee 

joint resolutions introduced by 

H. R. No. 5, authorizing the appointment of commissioners 
to ascertain on what terms a mutually beneficial treaty 
5 commerce with the Central American States can 

arran 


H. R. No. 6, authorizing the appointment of commissioners 
: to ascertain on what terms a mutually beneticial 
treaty of commerce with Mexico can be arranged... 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 7, authorizing the appointment of commissioners 
to ascertain on what terms a mutually beneficial 
treaty of commerce with Canada can be arranged... 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 8, autherizing the appointment of commissioners 
to ascertain on what a mutually beneficial 
treaty of commerce with Brazil can be arranged.... 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 50, authorizing and directing the President to ap- 
point a commission to provide for the improvement 

of the Mississippi River 3 9 
referred to the Committee on Levees and Improvement 
of the Mississippi Ri verr--rrr᷑k see ee 

petitions presented by, from— 

New 5 0 eans, Louisiana, letter- carriers of, for an increase of 


ee eee we meee 3 aneneen 


New Orleans, Louisi: citizens of, for a reduction of duty 
upon imported wines bedwodyee oes orasi 2 


69 


80 


agreed to.. e 86-89 


281 


178 


178 


178 
179 


179 
179 


179 
179 


incidental remarks by PPAS 9 56, 85, 91, 281 


remarks by, on the 
Louisiana contested-election case third district 


86,57, 88 


Gibson, William, bill (H. R. No. 1443) granting a pension 
to 


Introduced by Mr. Deering. . 4 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Gwpixds, De Wrrr C., a Representative from Texas 
ß . 
ap inted on committees. -s.is „„ 
bills introduced by, viz : 
H. R. No. 666, to provide for the fortification of Galveston 
Harbor ee see wscascdsscses 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No, 667, forthe relief of the heirs at law of James B. 
McClusky, deceased «. 2.2. 6 sles esos ce cel Teeceus 
referred to the Committee on Mili 
H. R. ae Magis for the relief of Charles 
or 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. AS 669, for the relief of the heirs of William Hendly, 
eceased 


———U—U—U—ã t „„ 


H. R. No. 670, for the relief of Joseph E. Wilson 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


GripprxGs, De Wirt C.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 671, for the relief of the heirs of David G. Bur- 


referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 672, for the relief of Carl G. and John Palm, of 
2 Travis County, TOXO6. . qaeses 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 1121, penne Sune eae for continuing the 
improvement of Galveston Harbor and Galveston Bay, 
in the State of Teras „„ 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No, 1122, amending section 1661, title 16, “The Mili- 
tia,” of the Revised Statutes of the United States.... 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1123, e e Bohan establishment of ocean-mail 
pa service between the United States and 
Mee TAS ey reread Pat ee ah eye ae ends he 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. - 
H. R. No. 1124, to provide for a building for United States 
custom-house and internal-revenue offices at Galves- 

ton, 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
H. R. No. 1125, for the relief of John Frier 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1126, for the relief of William Red 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 1127, for the relief of the legal representatives of 
the late Captain John G. Tod, of Texas... 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 1720, in aid of the Galveston Military Institute 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
H. R. No. 1721, for the relief of Alexander C. Crawford 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1722, for the relief of certain citizens of Brenham, 
Texas, and to pay for property appropriated and de- 
stroyed by United States soldiers in September, 1866. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
joint resolution introduced by, (H. R. No. 15,) authorizing the 
Secretary of War to issue to the governor of the State 
of Texas certain arms for the use of the Galveston 
APN ERY ccna Jee ee EE T E E 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

petitions presented by, from— 

Adams, Charles B., for payment of a war claim 
Palm, Carl G., and John Palm, for payment of a war claim. 
Emeen Texas, bankers of, for the repeal of the bank-tax 


ee ee Re ennnen peress ansans wee 


—U— mee wwe tween ewes 


remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 1121) making appropriations for continuing 
the improvement of Galveston Harbor, in the State 
C0 
bill (H. R. No. 902) makin 3 fox the sup sky 
Giddin 1 
bill (. 
9 feom the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Giddings, Colonel Napoleon B., bill (H. R. No. 1088) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
papers Se | ine de enn tnenisnce snceas x 
Gilbert, Cary, bill (H. R. No. 365) for the relief of. 
introdu by Me Whitton. oa 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Gilbert, James, bill (H. R. No. 1283) for the relief of. 
sintroduced by Mr. W000 at T I E r TEE 
er 158 H. bill (E. H. No. 682) aia 5 
illespie, James B., ( 0. granting a on to. 
introduced by Mr. Hartz ell or E AA STA 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Ginck, John L., petition of, for an international copyright law. 
Glackin, Patrick, bill (H. R. No. 1010) granting a pension to, 
introdnced- by: Mr. Neal e 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Glassie, D. W. and Minnie H., bill (H. R. No.877) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. House 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Gleason, Andrew, petition of, for payment for certain work done 
on public buildin 


sassss — — 


—æ—mũů.g ää ä —ͤ ł̃ ? 


gs 
Glover, James W., bill (H. R. No. 927) for tho relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Bundy 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 


—üä—Ä. . )dl eee eee tees wees 


GLOVER, JOHN M., a Representative from Missouri— 
attended 
appointed on committees 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 555, for the relief of Wilber F. Chamberlain, of 
Lewis County, Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


—P“P“ 3 eens 


H. R. No. 5 the relief of James A. Hile, of Lewis 
County, Missouri 
referred to the Committee on ip rien Affairs 
H. R. No. 1077, to relieve the legal disabilities of women 
referred to the Committee on the J udiciary............. 
H. R. No. 1704, for the relief of Daniel M. Frost and the heirs 
and executors of William M. McPherson, of the State 
OL“ aT ant v PEA aE a a A utes T SAET ouayae 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs . . 
H. R. No, 1705, to incorporate the District of Columbia Gas- 
Ligh COMDEN once cssccscrecesae anes O E N T 
re to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
.d W DOU So cons necech 
AWA y AE EO AR 
Mis; Mary De: Zeralos: boc. occ sascevcsescvovnrwcecescess 
resolutions offered by— 
that certain committees of the Honse be hereby instructed 
to inquire into any errors, abuses, or frauds in the 
administration and execution of existing laws affect- 
ing said branches of the public service with a view 
to ascertain what change and reformation can be 
made so as to promote integrity and efficiency there- 
in; that the committees on expenditures in the sev- 
eral Departments be instructed to examine into the 
state of the accounts and expenditures of the respect- 
ive Departments and ee the expenditures 
are justified by law; that the Committee on Public 
Expenditures instrneted to investigate and in- 
quire into the matters set forth in the foregoing res- 
olutionin the legislative department of the Govern- 
ment, except in so far as the Senate is exclusively 
concerned, and Ppt ete in reference to the pub- 
lic printing and binding, and shall have the same 
authority as is conferred upon the other committees 
SIOTERRID Coco n oe ncaw pees chores esate sn neeniceres 
that the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he 
ishereby, authorized to pay John M. Butler, for services 
ormed from December 1 to November 26, 1376. 
ferred to the Committee of Accounts 
petition presented by, from Marion County; Missouri, citizens 
cf, relating to the currency...-..-.----..-.-- eee 
Wein tt. 8 
remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specio payments. 
bill (H. R, No, 1220) to provide for certain deficiencies of the 
2 the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps... 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
e ee for the service of the Government for the 
scal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission $ 
Goggin, W. F., bill (H. R. No. 338) for the benefit of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham sese epe re 5 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Gold in the Treasury, resolution by Mr. Rice, of Ohio, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury be respectfully directed to 
report, within ten days, the exact amount in detail 
of actual gold coin and gold bullion now in the Treas- 
ury; the kind and amount, in detail, of all outstanding 
obligations payable on demand in gold; the kind 
character, and amount, in detail, of all items counted 
as coin in the Treasury, as published in the public-debt 
statemeut for November 1, 1877, with the actual gold 
owned by the Government available for the resump- 
tion of specie payments, after deducting all such de- 
mand obligations, together with the accrued interest 
on the public debt up to and including the date on 
which such report is made to this House. Considered 
and agreed to. 
Goldsborough, Mrs. Elizabeth, petition of, for a pension 
Goloid dollars, bill (H. R. No. 1062) concerning coinage of. 
introduced by Mr. Knapp 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures 
Goopr, Jonx, a Representative from Virginia 
attended 


717 


181 
181 


appointed on committees FSC 54, 198 


bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 184, for the relief of E. H. Lively, postmaster at 
Williamsburgh, Virgini nnn 
referred to the Committee of CIaimᷓ . 
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Page. 
Goon, Joun—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 185, to provide for the improvement of the harbor 

of Norfolk and Portsmouth and Elizabeth River, in 
U ² AAA ³²- AA 175 
refe to the Committee on Commerce 175 

H. R. No. 186, for the relief of the sureties of the late Jesse 
J. Simkins, collector of the 23 of Norfolk, Virginia.. 175 

e 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary -.......--..- 175 
H. R. No. 187, for the improvement of Blackwater River, in 
the State of Virginia 175 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 175 
II. R. No. 188, for the relief of the heirs of William Ward, 
ieh skasou andper konpas poeeecsuuons 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 


H. R. No. 189, to reimburse the College of William and Mary, 
in Virginia, for property destroyed during the late 


D / T T TT T 175 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 175 
H. R. No. 190, to provide for the improvement of Pagan 
re cactpeccuendsevespaseu nee 175 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 175 
H. R. No. 191, to provide for the improvement of Hampton 
River, in AE aT A AEREE E EENI T O 175 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 175 
H. R. No. 192, to provide for the relief of navy-yard em- 
ployés who shall become disabled while employed in 
thé line of thelr ant 22. o.oo cca R P A 175 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 175 
H. R. No. 193, for the restoration of wages in the Govern- 
MONG a eT OMS: succes noanacacensa seeeeaeaeeen 175 
referred to the Committee on Printing 175 


resolutions offered by— 
that a committee of three be appointed on the part of the 
House, to join such committee as may be appointed 
on the part of the Senate, to wait on the President of 
the United States and inform him that a quorum of 
the two Houses has assembled and that Congress is 
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased 
to make. Considered and agreed to 54 
that the Committee of Accounts be, and they are, instructed 
to designate the committees of the House which are 
entitled to clerks under the act of March 3, 1877, and 
report to this House. Considered and adopted 208 
that, in the judgment of this House, the action of the Presi- 
dentin withdrawing the Federal troops from the States 
of South Carolina and Louisiana was wise, eee and 
constitutional ; that it has contributed in a large de- 
to the restoration of and harmony through- 
out the country, and is entitled to receive the cordial 
support of all men who realize that, whether we live 
in the North or in the South, in the East or in the 
West, we have but one country, one Constitution, and 
one destiny. Objection made 212 
that the Clerk of the House be authorized to pay Richard 
M. Bowler for services rendered as laborer in the 
House post-office during the months of October and 
Wovensber, 1877. Referred to the Committee of Ac- 
CQUNGE< os seen epecspncee erenenmecnpecowan n 424 
petitions presented by, from— 
Tebault, Dr, A. G., for compensation for medical services... 97 
Portsmouth, Virginia, workingmen of, relating to labor and 


RU lowes doen pees heer eric arn S AE N A T a A 199 
Norfolk, irginia, councils of, for the improvement of the 
smal Swamp Canal 46 199 
Braxton, John S., to be reimbursed certain mone ys 234 
F 234 
Norfolk and Portsmouth, Virginia, Mexican Veteran Asso- 
ciation of, for pensions 4% 234, 799 
Hugbes, Mrs. Mary A., for payment of a war claim........ 202 
Simkins, Jesse J., sureties of, for relie k 386 
Ray, Kate Louise, for a pension 3 386 
incidental remarks by 203, 212, 231, 793, 808, 809 
remarks by, on the— 
i OVER noes xeon none S 3 227 
b 


(H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the scat year ending June 30, 
by fe RE ap E T reper oy PR A pg I oa 334, 335 


＋ͥT!!!!! T8 376 
bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the 
wreck of the United States steamer Huron À 
Goodhue, John M., bill (H. R. No. 920) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts. 235 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ........-..... 235 
Goodrich, Reuben, bill (H. R. No. 1762) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell........... e eee 811 
referred to the Committee of Claims . ess), Stl 


Page. 
Goodwin, David R., petition of, for payment of a war claim... 227 
Gordon, Graham L., a page, payment of 282 
Gordon, James R., bill (H. R. No. 126) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Overton.................-...- - 173 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 173 
Gordon County, Georgia, citizens of, petition of, for an exten- 
sion of time for filing war claims <-> 327 
Gough, Thonias W., Lod pos relating to war claim of........... 244 
Gould, William H., bill (H. R. No. 91) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Lapham... - 2.2... 2-22. sen nnc ceca cons 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
Government money, joint resolution (H. R. No. 17) concerning 
the 72 of. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan o 193 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary g 193 
Government Printing Office, bill (H. R. No. 193) for the restora- 
tion of wages in the. 
introduced by Mr. Goode... „ „„ o 175 
referred to the Committee on Printing 175 
printers and bookbinders of, petition of, for relief « 199 
Graham, French, reser relating to the claim of......-...-... 360 
Graham, J. D., bill (H. R. No. 1404) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Harrisooenn 225. notaer seuneu ansees 357 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 357 
Graham, William A., bill (H. R. No. 947) for relief of the heirs of. 
introduced: by Mr. Tucker... 0. oo Sides cena sp semenes onoga d 236 
referred to the Committee on Patents. ETEA 236 
Grain-sacks, bill (H. R. No. 879) repealing the duty on. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell „4 „„ 210 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 210 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, citizens of, petition of, for an increase 
of the salaries of letter-carriers.......-.............. 143 
Grant, Albert, bill (H. R. No. 504) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Springer 186 
referred to the Committee of Claims . 186 
papers relating to petition of, for relief . . 244 


Giant County, bill (H. R. No. 795) segregating, from the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico. 
introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona.. 197 


referred to the Committee on the Territories 197 
Grant-Pemberton monument, bill (H. R. No. 1509) authorizing 
the purchase of the. 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers 202 cece eens ence cece 424 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 424 
Grasshoppers, bill (H. R. No, 1468) for relief of sufferers from. 
introduced by Mr. Romero 359 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture 359 
bill (H. R. No. 1739) for distribution of seeds to sufferers by. 
introduced by Mr. Romero „ 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture 726 
Graves, William F., motion withdrawing the papers of........ 727 
Gray, Arthur W., bill (H. R. No. 434) for the relief of. 
introduced by: ed 28 * 184 
referred to the Committee ou Military Affairs. 184 
Gray, W. H., petition of, for payment of a claim 262 
motion 1 the paners Ar 243 
Gray, William H., bill (H. 0. 1227) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Blackburn .... nn. 281 
referred to the Committee of Claims 281 
Grayden, James Weir, bill (H. R. No. 1252) to authorize the rein- 
statement of, in the Army. 
introduced by Mr. Browne 4 cece ce 328 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 323 
Great Kanawha River, West Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 769) to 
authorize Appropriation for improvement of. 
introduced b Mr, Kenna ss. oso sls osp ped asepte weccctecce 196 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 196 
Green, C., and H. C. Trainor, bill (H. R. No. 729) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Page 3 195 
referred to the Committee of Claims 195 
papers relating to claim of se--ee---erenee 282 
Green, John, sr., bill (H. R. No. 977) to relieve the political dis- 
abilities of. 
introduced by Mr. Herbert „ 237 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........--.-... 257 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House 458 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary...-...... 525 


Green River City, Wyoming, bill (H. R. No. 1200) for the loca- 
tion of a military wagon-road from. 
introduced by Mr. Corlett rites 5 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 322 
Greenbacks, bill (H. R. No. 446) authorizing the reissue of. 
introduced by Mr. Hunter. sosesc oo ce cs 3ĩö%7 184 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means............-. 184 
Greene, General, joint resolution (8. No. 6) fixing a site for the 
equestrian statue of. 
considered and passed by the House 
examined and signed ...-............. > 
approved by the President ree ot ye 7 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Greenwood, A. B., bill (H. R. No. 593) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Morgan . 100 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 190 
Gregg, Feriba A., bill (H. R. No. 618) for the relief of. 

introdu by Mr. Cae ds ite ͤ ͤ 2222 sucectiiwds 191 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 191 
Grégory, Ann, bill (H. R. No. 1545) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Boyd . 605 

referred to Comi cto, on the Post-Office and Post-Roads... .. 605 
Griffith, Howard, bill 1n, R. No. 166) for the relief of. 

introduced by ü ˙ ˙ ˙ůA ˙?˙ . covet — 174 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
Groce, Jacob M., bill (H. R. No. 1627) granting a pension. 

introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes.. <0. cases solve ec ceisce woe. 609 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 609 
Grove, George, bill (H. R. No. 941) granting a pension to. 

introduced by Mr. Huntonn ee ceee se osesioséb ste 236 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 236 
Grover, Arabella, en of, for payment of a war claim — 414 
Guano Islands, bill (H. R. No. 1474) concerning section 5574, title 

72 of owiec Statutes, relating to. 

introduced by Mr. Kimmel...-.-........-...---.--- nA La dass 359 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 359 
8 8 abe pers relating to war claim of .........-... 244 
Gue, B ers, petition of, for an increase of the sala- 

“ries ioe of letter-carriers .<c. r ee 199 

Guilbean, Francis, bill (H. R. No. 1723) 22 relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Schleicher ee e eee 725 

referred to the Committee of Claim 725 


GUNTER, THomas M., a Representative from Arkansas 
attended TR acc yacelucdicseve us en eee DE 


7 inted on committee. 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 606, for the relief of Elias B. Moore. 190 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 190 
H. R. No. 607, for the relief of J. M. Hobbs 190 
referred to ‘the Committee on War Claims 190 
H. R. No. 608, for the relief of Marion Millsaps.........-.. 190 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 190 
H. R. No. 609, for the relief of G. W. 3 second lieu- 
tenant of Company F, Forty-sixth mri Infantry 
Volunteer 190 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 190 


H. R. No. 610, ting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 
ors of t Mexican, Florida, and the Black Hawk 
wars, and certain widows deceased soldiers and 
sailors of the am autio ceed eee cee cond 


H. R. No. 611, for the relief of Cane Hill College, Arkansas. 
referred to the Committee on 4 Shea ge . 
H. R. No. 612, for the relief of William H. Engles 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 613, subjecting the Fort Wayne military reserva- 
tion, in the State of Arkansas, to entry as other public 
lands in said Stat.. 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 614, to establish the judicial district of Oklahoma.. 
referred to the Committee on the Judici 
H. R. 1 1089, to refer the claim of the “Western Chero- 
ere or “Old Settlers,” to the United States Court 
of Claims for adjudication n 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No, 1090, to revive and amend an act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in the States of 
Florida, Louisiana, and Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. No. 1091, defining the manner in which certain land 
scrip may be located u. oven wen woseresicavuve scents 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. No. 1092, to amend the act establishing the southern 
claims commission so as to extend the same to the 
Eniisn: 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 1425, for the relief of John Jackson, of Kansas 
City, Missourh 62. fice roie hel Cd inan Ny 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 
H. R. No. 1426, for the reliof of the minors of John W. Jones.. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1427, to confirm a certain private land claim in 
the Territory of New Mexico 

referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. No. 1428, for the relief of James P. Owen 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1713, for the relief of Prior N. Lea, of Washington 
County, a 728 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1775, to punish embezzlement by agents and at- 


—— — 


— — 
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torne 
referred to the Committee on the Jt udiciary HETESTE 


GUNTER, THOMAS M.— Continued. 
bill introdueed by— 


H. R. No. 1776, tor the relief of James M. Douglass, of Ben- 
ton County, Arkansas 611 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 811 
motions made by, to . the papers of— 
William Fo ꝝ U 727 
William S. Turn 727 
Annis Turner so ae 
William F. Graves. e 727 
petitions presented by, from 
Culver, F. B., for compensation for services as Indian aay 
ff ̃ ss SU UIE x Ä 
Cramer, 9 Jacob, heirs of, for a title to certain 
Ell. sours A H E AAST 8 227 
Hobbs, J. M., relating to the claim o.. 243 
Moore, Elias B., to be reimbursed for postage- stamps taken 
by the Army PE TT Oe N 262 
Gaines, Mrs. Myra. Clark, relating to certain private land 
ain sli tide wicvis sel clepenecdscescnases 386 
Lea, Pryor N., for payment of a war claim r 443 
Carpenter, J. N., for payment of a war claim 548 
8 Saan J., to be paid the amount due her late hus- a 
Wood, "Robert Y., for payment of a war claim 799 
Arkansas, Cane Hill College in, for payment of a war a 
c EEE E A I EER E 
Gurley, E. J., petition of, for compensation for professional 
% dv! ] . S 166 
bill (H. R. No. 658) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Mill 192 
referred to the Committee of Claim 192 
Gustine, Samuel J., bill (H. R. No. 1662) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgian EOT I = 723 
referred to the Committee on War Claims .................. 723 
H. 
Hackley rid motion withdrawing the papers of ....... 326 
Hadley, y Henry, bil 9 55 R. No. 96) granting a pension to. 
introduced b Hungerford secre ssctcs sec 172 
referred to the — on Invalid Pensions 172 
Haile, Captain Christopher M., bill (H. R. No. 270) for relief of 
the widow of. 
introduced by Mr. Ellis „„%öẽ 178 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 178 
Haines, John, — in R. No. 455) to remove charges of desertion 
introdu by “Nir. Baker, of Indiana. 185 
referred to the Committee on Military r 185 
Hakes, Dwight W. petition Of fot relle t 2 148 
Halcomb, Captain P. E., petition of, that he be retired with the 
OROT MOOK So. Sat iii vatcestecscaacuces 413 
HALE, EUGENE, a Representative from Maine— 
FFP 00 5⁰ 
inted on commit tees. 107, 198, 816 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1752, for the relief of Naval 
Constructor Theodore D. Wilson, of the Navy 810 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 810 
motions made by, to— 
Aer ad D AN cbc sap etannecspiiceudaet 569, 727 
aoma „ sidas o oks ou edok espona c...e; 615 
resolutions offered by— 
that the name of Thomas M. Patterson, be stricken from 
the roll of the House, as Representative in the Forty- 
fifth Congress from the State of Colorado, and that 
tho name of James B. Belford be placed upon said 
roll as a Representative in said Congress AA 33 
resolution: not in order E A Enea pose 33 
that the resolution be amended by striking out the portion 
naming the candidates, with the respective offices 
for which they are nominated and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: For Clerk of the House, Forty- 
fifth Congress, Jeremiah M. Rusk, of Wisconsin; for 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Nehemiah G. Ordway, of New 
Hampshire; for Doorkeeper, Horace H. Harrison, of 
Tennessee; for Postmaster, Henry L. Sherwood, of 
Michigan ; and for Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butler, D. D., 
of the District of Columbia. Substitute offered for 
Mr. Goes resolution and rejected 54 
that Joseph H. Rainey be now sworn in as Representative 
in Congress from the first district of South Carolina, 
Offered as a substitute for the resolution of Mr. Cox, 


of New York. Discussed and agreed to 61-64 
that Richard H. Cain be now sworn in as a Representative 

in this Congress from the second district of the State 

of South Carolina. Offered as a substitute for the 

resolution of Mr. Clarke, of Kentucky. Discussed and 

e ied sadas tudes - 67-69 
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HALE, EUGENE—Continwued. 
resolutions offered by— 
that James B. Belford, of Colorado, be sworn in as a mem- 
ber of this House and a Representative from the 


State of Colorado. Discussed ..---.-.-.--- «-----. 94-96 
substitute offered by Mr. Harris, of Virginia, and adopted. 96, 163 
that the Committee 74 Elections be di from the 


consideration of the contested-election case of Belford 
vs. Patterson, for a seat in the House as a Represent- 
ative from the State of Colorado. Discussed. .... 610-612 
that the Committee of Elections be hereby directed to re- 
port to the House its conclusions on the prima facie 
case in the contested-election case of Belford vs. Pat- 
terson on Saturday morning next after the reading of 
the Journal; and unless said report is so made said 
committee shall be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the case. Discussed and laid over...612-614 
petitions presented by, from— 
. ee that additional interest be allowed up- 
e award of Alabama claims 134 
Anthony, E. & H. T., & Co., that additional interest be al- 
lowed upon the award of Alabama claims 
Upton, George B., that additional interest be allowed upon 


the award of Alabama claim 134 
Motor J. T., that additional interest be allowed upon the 
ward ‘of Alabama elaims .se+- s+ -cssecee 
Dockendorf, John, that additional interest be allowed upon 
the award of Alabama claims 
Brown, George W., that additional interest be allowed upon 

the award of Alabama claims 134 
Annable, J. W., that additional interest be wlowed upon 
the award of Alabama claims 
Buck, John A., and others, for clearing the channel of the 

Eastern papain VOR, oa smut dies tea ansim ewes 206 

Weed, Mary, and others, for F prone RPT dul PAN 227 
Thomas, L. J., to be refunded the value of postage-stamps 


SUNG Jone E ANA T T E TS AN aA 
incidental remarks by. .........-.....-----52, 53, 54, 55, 67, 68, 203, 

212, 222, 226, 413, 437, 457, 458, 594, 613, 615, 622, 721, 805, 809 
remarks by, on the— 


ordér of bunt nc aeey radu 55, 59, 472, 473, 527, se 
D / E andes 
uth Carolina contested-election case—first district.. . 60, 61, 5 
Colorado contested-election case 


report Trom Committee on Accounts 5 committee 
CC ERE E E ETER PIN Sy RAA 
bill (H. R. No. e ) 50 ponas, for orada A ae oe in 35 
the pay of the Navy and the of the Marine Corps. 
pe 1750 377, 378, 379, 300 


joint resolution Ave R. No, 48) in relation to the international 
ESPOON eseina 2 454, 455, 567 
resolution directi the Committee on Military Affairs to 
inquire into the strength of the Army 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the sup rt 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1 


bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the e 
Priations for the service of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 


bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers y the 
wreck of the United States steamer Huron 807 
Hall, C. M., petition of, to be allowed certain fees of office-.... 622 
Hall, Elizabeth, petition of, for a pension 244 
bili (H. R. No. 1012) a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vos r TEE O 238 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions . 
Hall, G. Alfred, papers relating to the claim of, for commissions.. 442 
Hall James, papers relating to war claim . 200 
Hall, John S., bill CH R. No. 762) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Ms. We eor arpar eS ENAA EAKA AAAA 196 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 196 
Hall, Nannie, bill (H. R. No. 265) referring to the Court of 
Claims the claim of. 
introduced by Mr. Singleton 178 
referred to the Committee on the Judieiar g. 178 
Halliday, 44 5 ang 8. B. Halliday, bill (H. R. No. 523) for the 
relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell . . 2.2. -scnes ceinccenseunccns 187 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 187 
Halpine, William G., petition of, for compensation for losses 
while in the service of the United States 227 
bill (H. R. No. 1015) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Banning..-.-.-.......--.------ 238 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 238 
Halwick, Peter M., bi mse oa ta R. No. 87) fort the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Tham . . 172 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 172 
papers relating to the claim of ................- 85 3 360 


Page. 
HAMILTON, ANDREW, H., a Representative from Indiana— 
RUANGAI. oho aca naadanceecanacendubasnecnendp iss S RNA 51 
inted on committees— e 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 431, to povo for the holding of terms of the 

district and circuit courts of the United States at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana -* 184 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 184 
H. R. No, 432, for the relief of Jethro M. Boyd, of Indiana.. 184 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 2.2... 184 

H. R. No. 433, to reimburse the States for expenses incurred 
in the late rebellion 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 184 


H, R. No. 1495, for the relief of Captain Robert W. Sill, of 
the Forty-sixth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1748, for the relief of James Clements cones 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
petitions presented by, from— 
Boyd, Jethro M., for additional compensation for services 
rendered in the Army 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, 3 of, for an increase of 
A QZ. FANTA ̃˙ DE cae 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, citizens of, for an inerease of the sala- 
ries of letter- carriers 
Indiana d for a post-route between Pleasant Plain and Price- i 
TTT S 
incidental remarks bũyůõoÿy;) 0E 65, 582, 809 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No, 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscul year ending Jane 30, 1878.. 
resolution concerning the imprisonment of Hon. Robert 
Smalls, a member of the House from the State of 
South Garolings 22023 e ls 
joint 3 (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
exposition.. .....516, 517, 518, 545, 560, 561, 563, 564, 565, 567 
Hamilton, Semen B H., bill (H. R. No. 1753) for relief of. 


•—ͤp—ö—3Eͤ ee eee eee 


336 


introduced by Mr. . Sayl 63777771 80 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs S 810 
Hamilton, John, agen of, for payment of a war claim 414 
Hamilton, Schuy petition OS, TOP reels so aces cotelccsees 350 
bill (H. R. No. 1289) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. MeCoũkk . POENE 353 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 353 
Hamlin, William B., bill (H. R. No, 1693) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. r E wane 724 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 724 
papers relating to the war claim of. 728 
Hammoch, James L., bill (H. R. No. 1422) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. "Rea donc) J One 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 357 
Hammond, Miles M., bill (H. R. No. 1687) for relief of, 
intreduced by Mi Atkin’ osae ͤvV esses 724 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 724 
Hampton, S., papers relating to war claim of 244 


Hampton River in Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 191) to provide for 
the improvement of. 


introduced by Mr. Goode 175 
referred to the Committee on Commeres 175 
Hancock, George H., petition of, for a modification of the postal ao 
Hand, E. B. Pin (H. R. No. 341) for the benefit of. 
introduced eee xiwatoowsuatenesse 181 
referred to the Committee of CGiaimsmꝛmz—p— s-+ 181 
Handlin, W. A., and others, petition of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers.... ....+-:+<+-se++-02+ ease 166 
Hanna, JOHN, a Representative from Indiana— 
PRONG E AIS IE AN N E E T AAN P 51 
appointed on committees.............-----.... FNRS 198, 227 
leave of absence nE PPE E P AA 27 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 473, granting a pension to Rebecca C. Reich, widow 
of Gideon S. Reick, of Indianapolis, Indiana... .... 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. . . 185 
H. R. No, 474, granting a pension to Lewis E. Campbell, 
Company K, Twenty-first Indiana Heavy Artillery.. 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
H. R, No. 475, granting a pension to William Black, late a 
pipio in Company K, First Indiana Heavy Artil- 15 
. to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 18⁵ 
H. R. No. 476, granting a pension to Joab Albertson, of 
Company K, Twenty-first Regiment of Indiana Vol- 
VDtOONG A A E E A eau sa ena pete hom ane 43185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 185 
H. R. No. 477, granting a pension to Anna Koeninger, widow 
Ne ante Koeninger, late private Second Indi Bat- 185 
rts to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Hanna, Jon Continued. 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 478, to refund to John W. L. Matlock, of Indian- 
apolis, Indiana, the sum of $754.55, wrongfully col- 
lected from him by the collector of internal revenue 
for Clarke County, Indiana, March 24, 1866, with in- 


terest on same from that date ATN 185 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 185 
II. R. No. 479, for the relief of Abel M. Le 185 
referred to the Committee of Claims 185 
H. R. No. 480, granting a pension to William W. Stephen- 
son, captain of Company H, Twenty-fourth Regiment 
Indiana Volunteers „%%%? ? r 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
II. R. No. 481, to repeal the bankrupt law, and all acts 
amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto ... > 186 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 186 
resolution offered by, that in view of the sad intelligence of 
the death of Oliver P. Morton, late a distinguished 
Senatorin the cen of the United States from the 
State of Indiana, the Speaker of the House, as a mark 
of t to the memory of aman whose death is the 
nation’s loss, do appoint a committee of seven mem- 
bers to represent this House at the funeral obsequies, 
%%% ũ mm Pr.. ĩͤ . er 
petitions presented by, from 
Putnam County, Indiana, citizens of, for the repeal of tho 
h E bap recuhmsecns A TAE 199 
Indianapolis, Indiana, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
S vciss wosein dhs aevaiseo heb an neny Ra 199 
8 William W., for a 6 veces 199 
Dodd, John W., & Co.,for pay for work done on the arsenal 
grounds at Indianapolis. 340 
Indianapolis, Indiana, citizens of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter- carriers. 340 
remarks by, on the— 
statement of a vote „%:¹ö« . 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
eee sanppaneae ranoo u d Eph ecuawe ave 547, 561 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission. ...-...........--.---- 718 
Hannon, Henry M., petition of, for payment of a war claim. 413 
Dill (H. R. No. 1653) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Henkle.. „„ 722 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 722 
Hanson, President Washington R., and others, petition of, for 
the aid of settlers on public lands . 361 
Hanway, Samuel B., bill (H. R. No. 760) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips 8 196 
referred to the Committee on Mili Ain 8 196 
Happe, E. H., bill (H. R, No. 1120) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher.. ............---...-.-----2-- 249 
Pora to mo l Claims e 249 
Harde, George W., bill (H. 0. 732) granting a pension to. 
introduced by ee e 8 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
Hardeman, Sallie, petition of, for pay for the care of indigent 
colored poopie cpa eee saan T 9 361 
bill (H. R. No. 132) for the relief of. 
lntroduced by Mr: Waller „„ 354 
referred to the Committee of Claims 354 
HARDENBERGH, AUGUSTUS A., a Representative from New Jer- 
sey— 
Ae y d tes 51 
appointed on committee ess 197, 198, 243 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 136, constituting Jersey City a port of entry. 173 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 173 
H. R. No. 137, for the relief of Charles B. Underhill........ 173 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 173 
H. R. No. 138, for the relief of Henry M. Meade, late pay- 
master in the United States Navy ............-..--- 174 
referred to the Committee on Naval 8 174 
H. R. No. 139, ting a pension to Bridget T. Hopper. 174 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 174 
II. R. No. 140, for the relief of Moses B. Bramhall's adminis- 
c TT 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 141, for the relief of the workingmen of the late 
board of public works of the District of Columbia. 174 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 174 
H. R. No. 852, repealing the use of stamps on bank-checks.. 209 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 209 
H. R. No. 928, for the relief of the heirs of Daniel McCur- 
TOD ness ß shabieesaaa Er R 235 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 235 
H. R. No. 929, to relieve certain ships and vessels from com- 
Puder lende 235 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 235 


VI——63 


HARDENBERGH, AUGUSTUS A.—Continued. 
resolutions offered by— 
that a committee of three members of the House be ap- 
pointed by the Speaker to examine into and report 
upon the propriety of a railing for the protection of 
the outer circle of seats. Considered and agreed to. 
that there be printed from the stereotype plates 300 copies 
of the special report on labor in Europe and America 
of Edward Young, Chief of the Bureau of Statistics 


in the Treasury De ent, for the use of the House. 
Referred to Committee on Printing 3 ssas? 
petitions presented by, from— 
Hoboken, New Jersey, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
/ ˙ A AAA N EEA $ 
Jersey City, New Jersey, citizens of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers...... ....---.---.---- s9615 
Jersey City, New Jersey, citizens of, for the favorable con- 
sideration of the petition of M. B. Bramhall. 
Newark, New Jersey, Board of Trade of, for the repeal of 
the: bARKrUpe JAW- << eee wien cas) suwess 
Jersey City, New Jersey, letter-carriers of, for an increase 
0 ...... ie tte 5 
Moonan, Mary, for payment of a War claim 
Hopper, Bridget T., for a pension 


— ee eee ee ee ee 


Harlem River, bill (H. R. No. 1282) concerning improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - 

Harlow, John, petition of, for restoration to the Army roll 

Harman, M. G., papers relating to the war claim of 

e eee C., a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
atten: 


— ——— ! n' ä¾6 I K 6J J HF¾qꝓEgfiꝑꝝ „„ 


appointed on committees . . emmm 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1619, granting a pension to 
„ ee E E 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions . 


petitions presented by, from 
Philad piis aa eee letter-carriers of, for an increase 
0 


matches 


H. R. No. 1736) for payment of em- 
1 March and April, 1861. 


Harrelson, Ratcliff M., bill (H. R. No. 1543) granting a pension 


to. 
introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois. ...-............-. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ine 
Harris, BENJAMIN W., a Representative from Massachusetts— 
%% adalah cus es A EEE REN E S 
appointed on eommittees „„ 464 
leave of absence granted too 

bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 23, for the relief of George B. Upton, executor, 
and Ann C. Upton, executrix, of the will of George 


TTT 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 0- -->- 
II. R. No. 1260, for the relief of Nathan H. Dunphe, of 
Bridgewater, in the State of Massachusetts 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 3 
H. R. No. 1261, for the relief of Ann J. Eaton, widow of 
Jacob F. Eaton, of Quincy, Massachusetts 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


petition presented by, from Lowell A. Chamberlain, for relief. 
Harris, Catherine, bill (a R. No. 1513) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr: Cobb). a.o eee spaide teua idtnuádu 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Harris, Henry R., a Representative from Georgia— 
Rtended sors ssc cecccenvesces 
04 on committees 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 241, to aid manufacturing, mining, and railroad 
companies in protecting the earnings of the laboring 


—œ—ää6—ñ ʃ3S ene ee ee „ 
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Page. 
Harris, HENRY R.—Continued. 
bills introduced b y— 


sow grey 2 can of Columbus, Georgia = . 208 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary- y 208 
H. R. No. 964, making an appropriation for continuing the 
improvement the Chattahoochee River, in the State oe 
referred to Committee on Commerce 236 
H. R. No. 1221, for the relief of John M. Ward, late post- 
master at West Point, 4 eves eens 281 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
/ MAMA / xx téevuie 281 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of J. M. Ward..... 243 
petitions presented by, from— 
Georgia, for a 8 from Bowdon to Copper Mines, 
Dams Sue EE L O AEA ENA 134 
Hil, 5 T „administrator of the estate of, for payment of a 
N l CH ir. No. 708 grantii grant g a pension to. = 
arris, e 1 0 a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Mun. 55 9 190 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 196 
F pi T., a Representative from Vi 
e ccc a ES c 51 
ap inted on committees- .----- 3 . 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
II. R. No. 179, to give the circuit courts supervisory juris- 
diction’ over the district courts in certain criminal 15 
referred t to the Committee on the Judiciary ..........-.. 175 
H. R. No. 180, to repeal the act of July 2, 1862, and such 
sections of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
aos gage the oath prescribed in said act 175 
refi to the Committee on the Judiciary...........-. 175 
H. R. No. 181, for the removal of all disabilities imposed by 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United sts m 175 
referred to the Committee on the J udic EETA 175 
II. R. ae am for the relief Mrs. Cellie Stockton, of ssl sei 
89 t to the Committee on War Ciaims 354 
motions mane by to withdraw the papers of G. E. W. Shar- = 
e ‘offered by— 
that the certificate presented by James B. Belford and the 
certified abstracts of votes cast upon the 7th day of 
8 1 for Representative to the Forty-tifth 
and accompanying papers presented by 
Theses 3 be referred to the Committee 
of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, with instrue- 
tions to said committee to report as to ‘the final right 
of said claimants, as the committee shall deem proper, 
and that neither claimant be sworn in until said com- 
mittee reports. 
ee as substitute for Mr. Hale’s resolution 96 
CCC 96, 97, 118-132, 136-148, 150-163 
pare irrar offered by Mr. and withdrawn Ne 161, 162 
resolution amended and adopted r 162, 163 
petitions presented by, from— 
Pickerell & Bracks: "tor payment of a war claim 97 
Tennant, David B., for payment of a war claim 97 
Taylor, Virginia, executrix, for payment of awarclaim... 97 
Chieves, J., for payment of a war claim 97 
9 Alexand: der, administrator, for payment of a war 
re OS arr eel een pe Beg omen Bay Sy CRN ERTS PAR YS: 97 
Young, R. A., and brother, for payment of a war claim 97 
Harrison, William H., and Ric M. Harrison, for pay- 
ment of a war claim... 44 97 
8 & Company, for the payment of a war F 
E T A S T 34 
Harman, M. G., for payment of a war claim— 360 
Baugher, Andrew J „and others, 25 compensation for stock 
e wheane 621, 622 
incidental remarks by.......---- 3 deus cans 133, 594 
remarks by, on the— 
Sonth Carolina contested-election case, first district 62, 63 
Colorado contested-election case 118 


95, 
119, 120, 121, 122, 127, 157, 158, 159, 162, 611, 612, 614 
bill (H. R. No. 902) makin appropriations for the support 
of the Army for fiscal year endin ae 30, 1878. .310, 337 
Harris, Captain Nathaniel R., petition of, for pay for services 


OS AY OMIOMF. Lise sa ties dsewasscolwntcbsccethumepel 
IIarrisburgh, Pennsylvania, citizens of, petition of, that the 
petition of William K. Verbeke be Reds cent thee 
letter teres of, and others, petition or for an increase of 
S8 ——W/r ůöw?ͤ 3 «õ4 
HARRISON, "CARTER H., a Representative from Illinois— 
en 2232*2eͤ e 5¹ 
appointed on committees .. A i 196 


Harrison, CARTER H.—Continued. 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 495, to provide for counting the electoral vote for 


President and Vice-President of the United States.. 186 
referred to the special committee on counting the elect- 
c TC 186 
H. R. No. 496, to repeal the bankrupt sei and all acts 
amendatory and explanatory thereof. .............. 186 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ............ 186 
H. R. No. 497, to repeal the resumption clauses of the act 
known as the resumption act of January 14,1875.... 186 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency Vassa 186 
H. R. No. 498, to authorize the coinage of the standard sil- 
ver dollar, and restoring its legal-tender character... 186 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 186 
H. R. No. 499, to amend section 27 of chapter 2, title 2, of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States 186 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..-.......... 186 
reference changed to the Committee of Elections 424 
H. R. No. 500, to confirm to the city of Chicago, Illinois, the 
title to certain public grounds 186 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 186 
H. R. No. 501, to amend section 2990, cha ao title 34, of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States 186 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Monae a 186 
H. R. No. 502, to define who are officers of vessels . 186 
referred to the Committee on Commerce TE EEEE 185 
H. R. No. 1404, for the relief of J. D. Graham 357 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affair 357 
II. R. No. 1405, to remit taxes on insolvent savings-banks.. 357 
referred to the Sey coi of Ways and Means «- 357 
petitions presented by, from— 
Shee, | Illinois, D of, for an increase of sala- 
FFC 185 
8 Illinois, citizens of, for an increase of the salaries 
s 3 oo CCC 165 
Sears, Mary mA an T EEES ETA 510 
incidental remarks br 132, 462, 463, 488 
remarks by, on pi 
Colorado contested-election ease 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141 
report from Committee of Accounts concerning committee 
770 O E ET En 224, 225 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments 277, 
279, 280, 281 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for fiscal year ending June 30, 1878... 325-333 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional exposition. 5... E O EDA R wonse 542, 543 
Harrison, Horace H., nominated as Doorkeeper of the House 54 
Harrison, James G., papers relating to claim ot. . . 133 
Harrison, William II., and Richard M. Harrison, petition of, for 
ayment of War claim 00+ sees cee 
Harrison, Rev. W. P., Chaplain of the House— 
prayers offered by... . . .. 454, 510, 527, 559, 581, 605, 622, 714, 798, 805 
Harrodsburgh, Kentucky, bill (E. R. No. 345) concerning juris- 
diction on Government grounds near, 
introduced by Mr. Durham „„1ĩ%é 181 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ...........----- 181 
HART, E. KIRKE, a Representative from New York— 
n Les skodalbavedstseeOadesvaucs 51 
appointed on committees. .....-.--.--------~+ z e- 197 
joint resolution introduced by, (H. R. No. 22,) asking for the 
reappointment of George F. Sawyer to his former 
POSIGION IN CHS NAVY: :::: T ES 208 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 208 
motion made by, to adjourn . .... .......--. -----+---..----- 442 
petitions presented by, from Rochester, New York, letter-car- 
riers of, for an inerease of WISE — EE ES T 199 
incidental remarks b x 7277 E E R OL TE 442 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the act to provide for the resumption of specie 
Payments „„ 549 
HARTRIDGE, JULIAN, a Representative from Georgia— 
a 2 „ tuus couscuse waster ducce —— 51 
inted on committees 4 e 198 
bills introduced by, viz 
H. R. No. 249, for continuing the work of improving the 
harbor at Savannah, Georgia.. 17 
referred to the Committee on Commer c 177 
II. R. No. 250, to appropriate money for the improvement of 
the harbor at Darien, Georgia 177 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 177 
H. R. No. 251, for the relief of James J. W. 
nah, Georgia 177 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.. 177 
H. R. No. 252, to appropriate money for the improvement of 
the harbor at Brunswick, Georgia 177 
referred to the Committee on Commerce....-......----- 177 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


HARTRIDGE, JULIAN— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 253, to provide a building for the use of the United 
2 district ane circuit courts and the post-office 
at Savannah, A ison ders EE ETE R sass 

referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

H. R. No. 254, for the relief of H. F. Willink k 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 962, to amend section 552 of the Revised Statutes 

-of the United States, and to provide for the appoint- 
ment of a judge of district court for the southern 
district of Georgia EEA 

referred to the Committee on the Judici 

H. R. No. 1333, to provide for settlement wi 


Affairs DITET 

resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the House pay Beau- 

fort C. Lee for services rendered in the Doorkeeper’s 

department from March 1 to October 15, 1877, at the 

rate of $720 per annum. Referred to the Committee 

of Accounts „„ 644 
petitions presented by, from— 

Brunswick, Georgia, commissioners of pilotage for, and 

others, against the repeal of the law for compulsory 


pilotege. . ý 
Savannah, rgia, mayor of, and 3 against the repeal 


against the repeal of 

the law for compulsory pilotag et 
P for an increase of pension. 

presentative from Illinois— 


— ween 


372 


199 


51 
appointed on Sommittses „r TTA 19 198 


bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 516, for the relief of Mrs. Helen B. Foster, widow 
of Edwin R. Foster, deceased, late first lieutenant of 
Company G in the Eighteenth Regiment Illinois In- 
enn «?⅛᷑:ͥ kayoes pine ssa 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 517, for the improvement of the Mississippi River, 
and to prevent the erosion of its banks between 
Anaon Nos. 14 and 15, near the town of Kaskaskia, 

nT EE EEE T NE EN TOR „„ 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 518, to authorize a further appropriation to con- 
tinue the public works now in the course of con- 
struction upon the Mississippi River between the foot 
of Dickey d and the mouth of the Ohio River, 
in the State of Illinois 2 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 519, granting a pension to Mrs. Helen B. Foster, 
widow of Edwin R. Foster, deceased, late first lieu- 
tenant of Company G in the Eighteenth Illinois In- 
fantry Volnntesnm posadi sicedsicnsice -ncass'cce 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 520, for the relief of Thomas W. Segar, of Illinois. 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 521, for the relief of Thomas F. Alexander 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 522, granting a pension to James B. Gillespie, 
late captain Company I, One hundred and twentieth 


Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers TEN 

refe: to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 523, for the relief of W. P. Halliday and S. B. 
Halliday, of Cairo,Ilinois.........-...........---- 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


H. R. No. 524, granting a pension to Lemuel L. Lawrence, 
late second lieutenant Company B in the Sixth Regi- 
ment Illinois Cavalry Volunteers. 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 525, for the relief of Rev. Erastus Lathrop... .... 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 526, authorizing the payment of duties on imports 
in legal-tender notes nanen onek eee-ee ee 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 527, granting a pension to Samuel W. Hester, late 
piot of Company D of the Thirty-first Regiment 

inois Volunteers 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 528, ting a pension to Carrol Anderson, late 

rivate Company A, Eighteenth Regiment Illinois In- 
antry Volunteers. scence eocvieese ton 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1063, to amend section 4736 and section 4738 of 
the Revised Statutes, ting pensions to the sur- 
viving officers and soldiers of the war of 1812, and to 
the surviving widows of deceased officers and soldiers 
Of aid war — . 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


Han WILLIAM— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1064, ting certain swamp lands to the county 
of Randolph, State of Illinois. .... 3 240 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 240 
H. R. No. 1065, to divide the State of Illinois into three 
jadicial districts, and to provide for holding courts _ 
URO ee F O Na 240 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy ona bia 240 
H. R. No. 1066, granting relief to E. and W. Buder 240 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 240 
H. R. No. 1067, for the relief of Colonel James S. Rearden.. 240 
referred to the Committee of Claims 3 240 
H. R. No. 1068, for the relief of James H. Linn, late actin 
first assistant engineer in charge of the Mississipp 
squadron, United States Navy 240 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 240 
H. R. No. 1069, ting an increase of pension to Silas 
Ta, „of Randolph County, Mlinois..............- 240 
refe to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 240 
petitions presented by, from— 
Christian, James T., and others, that his name be restored 
tothe pennon- Ollie i<s0ceccqess cone theneacnes 148 
Worthington, Hugh for pay for the steamer Eastport. .... 327 
remarks by, on the ill (HL. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the act to provide for the resumption of specie 
N e 437, 438, 439, 440, 441, 442 
HASKELL, DUDLEY C., a Representative from Kansas 
attended 99 AAA cows 211 
re nnr souks NF T 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1173, for the relief of Joseph R. Pratt 251 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 251 
H. R. No. 1174, for the reappointment of George W. Smith, 
* Kansas,) with his relative rank and e in the 
my, from August 5, 1861, provided he is not to 
receive any pay or allowances for the time he was 
out of the mili F kol-waccotyomensess 251 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs + 251 
H. R. No. 1175, granting a pension to George Silvers, private 
Company E, Fifty-seventh Regiment United States 
Nohl! ( 251 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 251 
H. R. No. 1176, for the relief of Mrs. O. F. Short, of Kansas.. 251 
referred to the Committee of Claims 251 
H. R. No. 1177, to provide for the sale of certain New York 
Indian lands in Kansass ee 251 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 5 251 
H. R. No. 1178, for the relief of Charles S. Wilder 251 
referred to the Committee of Claims 251 
H. R. No. 1179, authorizing the appointment of a commis- 
sioner, and the settlement of the claims of certain 
citizens of Kansas named therein.n 251 
referred to the Committee of Claims 251 
H. R. No. 1180, for the relief of Elkanah Huddleston...... 251 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 351 
H. R. No. 1497, for the relief of Alexander J. Mueller, of 
Allen County, Kansas 02.065 ss20s. .e022----0e- 424 
referred to the Committee of Claims...........-.-.----- 424 
H. R. No, 1498, amendatory of section 3009, chapter 8, of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States, and providing 
for the payment of duties upon imports in gold, silver, 
and United States legal-tender notes 424 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 424 
H. R. No. 1541, to provide for the sale of the lands of the 
Miami Indians in Kansas ....-.-----..-- 582 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 582 
H. R. No. 1542, to provide for the funding and redemption 
of United States notes 582 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 582 
H. R. No. 1640, to provide for the funding and redemption 
of United States notes 22-2. .2222-5 22s 721 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 721 
petitions presented by, from— 
Allen po tended Kansas, citizens of, for the remonetization of 5 
BILVOR ss =o con E T ac an cule Sena qash eanuuadepenee 
Short, Mrs. C. F., relating to the claim of... 340 
Kansas Territory, citizens of, relating to claims for damages. 386 
Wilder, Charles B; for reimbursement of certain money... 520 
Lewkowitz, Isador, for ae of a war c 569 
8 5 TS oe TOMA ccs nocuncdceancna 3 
ilvers, RWC, TORS: PONSION cco L A cewess ounce 
incidental remarks by..... SELsPase ĩ˙ ( S er O a A 596 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 
scal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 592 


fi 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 25.] 
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Hatch, Davis, petition of, for remuneration for certain losses 
r y . ating 
Hatch, Mrs. E. D. W., petition of, to be paid the amount due 
Der late husband. 
Dill (H. R. No. 889) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Bland 22 $ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Ilatch, Horace C., bill (H. R. No. 1107) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
HATCHER, ROBERT A., a Representative from Missouri— 
Sttended EA see Soe EATER 1 
appointed on committees . 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 574, for the relief of tobaceo-grower ss 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 575, to encourage the home manufacture of to- 
DECOO ~ 22s 22. „„ „ „„ „„ „ „„ „ „ „„ „„ ween eae 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 576, for the relief of the heirs of Frederick C. But- 
ler, late of New Madrid County, Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
H. R. No. 1076, to repair and rebuild the levees of the Mis- 
sissippi River and to reclaim the alluvial lands there- 
of, to improve its navigation, and promote and pro- 
tect its cOMMETCE. 2. 2. souo „„„%6„„„„4„.P ) 
referred to the Committee on the Mississippi Levees - 
H. R. No. 1414, granting a pension to Blasius Reidinger, of 
Madison County, Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1415, for the relief of Robert L. Lindsay, late a 
captain of the Fiftieth Regiment Missouri Volun- 
ters 4„%%%ũ 4Z44%ũõ%„ʃ cscs ns 
referred to the Committee of Claims b 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
II. R. No. 1416, for the relief of Lindsay Murdoch, late col- 
lector of the second district of the State of Missouri. 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1417, for the relief of M. M. Lynch, of Washing- 
ton County, Missouri——-—— 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1418, for the relief of Armstrong O'Hara 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1419, for the relief of Captain John Mix and Lieu- 
tenant Randolph Norwood, of the United States 
r . IET A 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1702, for the relief of Ralph P. Ford, late private 
Companies K and B, Third Regiment Missouri State 
MIDS DITT AEE N TE A AEN a a 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Robart LS iind cescas sewueg boceed beta cece 
Lindsay Murdoch. 
M. M. Lynch 
Hawkins, Jane T., bill (H. R. No. 1601) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Kenna 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Hawkins, Mrs. Jane T., and Kiah Smoot, papers relating to the 
FCC 
Hawkins, John L., and others, petition of, for relief 
Hawkins, Philemon B., bill (H. R. No. 1563) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
Hawley & acing rat, bill (H. R. No. 621) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan...........-...-.. 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
papers relating to the case of 
Haycroft, Samuel, Wee of, for payment of a war claim 
Haydon, William, bill (H. R. No. 1181) for the relief of. 
introduced by r sens see sa cecacccussdeoboce 
referred to the Committee of Claim 
Hayes, PHILIP C., a Representative from Illinois— 
attended . 2. 22. 222-0. õ4«« c 


appointed on committee sss. eee a 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 542, to change the location and name of the Min- 


ers’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois........... 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 
H. R. No. 543, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
credit upon certain judgments the taxes assessed 

upon certain spirits destroyed by fire 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 44, to equalize the bounties of soldiers and others 
who served in the late war for the Union 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No: sa to provide for the issue of national savings 


—•———mw : „ö: — 


n 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
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Page. 
Hayes, PHILIP C.—Continued. 
petition presented by, from R. F. Dimmick, and others, for 
ü AAT VVV 
remarks by, on the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 


Benner ð vases 565 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See ae page 8.] 
Hazard, William P., bill (H. R. No. 537) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Burchard ..................---.-.--4:---- 187 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 187 
HAZELTON, GEORGE C., a Representative from Wisconsin— 
Mtiended s 2252. EE —T 8 51 
appointed on committee. 198 
leave of absence granted too 326 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 715, to simplify the pleading in civil actions .... 194 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 194 
H. R. No. 716, to amend section 847 of chapter 16, title 13, of 
the Revised Statutes, entitled“ The Judiciary ”.... . 194 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ........ .... 194 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the act to provide for the resumption of specie 
8 P westssie: 261, 279 
Heabbell, W. W., papers relating to claim of, for patent fire- 
, r ee 413, 414 
Head, E. B., papers relating to claim of. -0000000000 mo 243 
Head, Henry, bill (H. R. No. 512) for the relief of. 
introduced by Ur Kup 187 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 187 
Heard, Nathaniel, bill (H. R. No. 151) for the relief of the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh. . 5 cccsctce wees prespi nparo 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
heirs of, papers relating to revolutionary claim of. 327 
Heater, John, papers relating to war claim of........-...-...- 221 
Heazlitt, Susan A., bill (H. R. No. 90) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Lapham ---..--.----.-------- 72 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 72 
Hebert, E. E., petition of, for payment of a war claim -....-... 199 
Hedgepeth, William, bill (H. R. No. 967) for the relief of. 
introduced ‘by Mr. Felton ant e eee ness 236 
referred to the Committee of Claim 236 
papers relating to the claim of, for a refund of certain tax.... 339 
HENDEE, GEORGE W., a Representative from Vermont— 
attended ..........-.se6 eveenees e . E 
appointed on committees... . 2. . 2.222. sn 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 9, to provide a permanent form of government for 
the District of Columbia.. 169 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 109 
H. R. No. 10, granting a pension to Perley P. Roberts 169 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 169 
H. R. No. 11, granting a pension to Agnes Fairly 169 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 109 
II. R. No. 12, for the relief of Edgar A. Beach, of Essex, 
„ . ey AT P esas enue 169 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 169 
H. R. No. 13, for the relief of H. G. Boardman, postmaster 
at Milton; Vermont soccer elec cet oc sleet. 169 
referred to the Committee of Claims 169 
H. R No. 14, granting a pension to Samuel Stinson, jr 169 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 169 
H. R. No. 15, for the relief of De Forest W. Carpenter, post- 
master at Richford, Vermont 169 
referred to the Committee of Claims .¶ 169 
H. R. No. 16, to reimburse D. D. Wead, postmaster at Shel- 
don, Vermont, for stamps and money stolen from 
him December 31, 1% 169 
referred to the Committee of Claims 169 
H. R. No. 17, to pay Edgar A. Beach, of Essex, Vermont, the 
SUM therein hand wenavcuwees 169 
referred to the Committee of Claims 169 
H. R. No. 918, for the relief of Olivia C. Reed, of Charleston, 
Non! —?:ü0U.ꝓ 235 
referred to the Committee on Patents 235 
H. R. No. 919, granting a pension to Lucien Scott, of John- 
rr vot puedaducc ce cn 235 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 235 
I. R. No. 1257, to prevent default or delay in the payment 
of the interest on the bonds authorized by an act of 
Congress approved June 20, 1874. 352 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 352 
H. R. No. 1258, providing for settling claims against the Gov- 
ernment for posta; ps, stamped envelopes, 
money, or other property in the hands of postmasters, 
which may have been lost, stolen, or destroyed with- 
out the fault or neglect of the postmaster having 
possession of the same 352 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 352 
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Page. 
HENDEE, GEORGE W.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. ns 8 82,000 for the benefit of the 
Ni Lodging-House Association of the District of 
Co. akom PLA EE E NAPS TALL E TT 352 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 352 


II. R. No. 1534, to amend the act entitled “An act to incorpo- 


rate the Washington Market Company“ 582 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 582 
H. R. No. 1535, granting a pension to Thomas T. Stewart, 
late private Company D, Sixth Vermont Volunteers.. 582 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ..-. 582 
H. R. No. 1536, in relation to the affairs of the Washington 
Market nir ² . AE 582 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 582 
H. R. No. 1537, amendatory of the act to incorporate the 
Capitol North O Street and South Washington Rail- 
Gmfpeerr . 582 
tsar to ae Committee for the District of Columbia.. 582 
petitions presented by, from— 
Reed, me Olivia 655 for the extension of a patent for hand- 
‚ͤ—ͤ— k RO —— — sars i 
e r avs E E TTE 234 
Carpenter, De Forest WIe 234 
Weed, D. D., for: lier 234 
Beach, Edgar A., for pay as lieutenant in the ‘Army — 234 
remarks by, on the— 
order Of business encennecenccer somber cncceciceence 425 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. wen Appendix, page 36.] 
Henderlite, George ee relating to the claim of........ 361 
Henderson, Johar bill tt K. No. 1727) for relief of. 
introduced by C — 
25 


referred to the Committee of ae and Means . on 
Henderson, Michael C., bill (H. R. No. 1078) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Morgan . 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 
HENDERSON, THOMAS J., a Representative from IIlinois 


l ↄ AAA cenwtncesephenbane 51 
appointed on committees .. shabew AP EAER N 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 529, granting a pension to Daniel Middongh..... 187 
referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 
H. R. No. 530, granting a pension to James W. Thompson.. 187 
referred to "te Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 
H. R. No. 531, restoring the name of Thomas W. Brown to 
the penslon-roll ss ons nans iroun cad mccndasceussaks 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 
II. R. No. 532, granting a pension to John Frey 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 
II. R. No. 533, ia provide for the construction of the Illinois 
and Mississippi Canal and to cheapen transportation. 187 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Cauals 187 
H. R. No. 2 granting a pension to William Franke- 
Sorina haa > Fae AAA ee 240 
refe to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 240 
H. R. No. 1773, for the relief of Homer R. Parish........... 8il 
referred to the Committee on War Claims........-.-.-.- 811 
resolutions offered by— 
that 10,000 copies of the report and accompanying docu- 
ments of the United States monetary commission or- 
pa under the joint resolution of August 15, 1876, 
printed for the use of this House. Referred to the 
Committee on Printing 211 
that the Clerk of this House be directed to pay such of the 
laborers of this House as were actually employed 
during the recessof Congress, or any part of the same. 
Referred to the Committee of Accounts - 386 
petitions presented by, from— 
Benet, 5. V., fora SA RN of his application for a patent. 199 
Noble, Samuel, for payment of cotton seizedl . 262 
fay her Martha A,, for moiety as an informer, due her late 
nusbdand .....-. 
incidental remarks by 
remarks by, on the— 


bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 

15 the Army for the — 05 year ending June 30, 
777... anna Eee L e action 310, 331, 322 

bill al. Te No. 805) to repeal the third section of act to pro- 
vide for resumption of specie payments.. .473, 474, 475, 476 

resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 


5 States mone S e 718 
Hendley, 1 bill (H. R. No. 669) for the relief of the heirs 
. by Mr. Giddings . 2000 1010ennnunno 193 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 193 
HENKLE, ELI J., a Representative from Maryland 
r . 51 


Page. 
Eu J. —Continued. 
bills introduced by, viz 
H. R. No. 174, for the relief of Mary H. Tolson, of Prince 
George's County, Maryland. 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 175, for the relief of Henry olson, ' ‘of Prince 
George's County, Maryland 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 176, for the relief of Mary E. sopan of Prince 
George's County, Maryland ——ꝛ 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims... -c.-s seas 175 
H. R. No. 177, for the relief of J. Harris Forbes and Joseph 
H. Key, administrators of George Forbes, sr 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 755 for the relief of Joseph Forrest, of Saint 
Mary's County, ooo AA 175 
referred to the Committee on War CGiaims 175 
H. R. No. 1313, granting a pension to Julia Watkins 354 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 354 
H. R. No. 1314, to regulate the practice of pharmacy in the 
District of Gn 2 354 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 354 
H. R. No. 1652, regulating attachments for debt in the Dis- 
Grint of inn —T—2 722 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 722 
H. R. No. 1653, for the relief of Henry M. Hannon....-..... 72 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 722 
petitions presented by, from 
Maddox, Joseph H., for payment of a war claim siwane 199 
Millinger, 1 for payment of a war claim 221 
Brown, „ for payment of a war claim 221 
Dodds, Willian, f for paruen of a war claim 221 
McClelland, David, for payment of a war claim 221 
Maryland, Roman Catholic clergymen of, for payment of a 
e e 227 
Railey, George and John W., for payment of a war claim.. 282 
mechanics and laboring-men, for an equalization of 2285 K 
77. EER NSE EE — 
Hannon, Henry M., for payme of a war claim — 413 
Walton, John, heirs of, for payment of a war claim 414 
Rogers, W. H., that his claim be referred to the Committee 
of Claims 7 S 414 
Talbert, William, for compensation. for the use of his marine 
SGN WEY ̃ P A srcaabues 510 
Morris, William W., relating to a clamům 727 
remarks by, on the bill (H.R. No. 902) making appropriations 
for the su coy of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
MUDD My Torg. Aaea cP hnke enc T A aT 336 
Hennessey, e Kae 5 for a pension 282 
Henning, Robert M., and Pierce, papers relating to war 
Hun K SSE RET OES 206 
HENRY, DANIEL M., a Representative from Maryland— 
Wallddgdddd ð T2 subnse 51 
appointed on committee. 197, 198 
leave of absence granted to TANSU 8 232 
petitions M. T. tor pf by, from 
Bryan, R. T., for pay oe salary-tables.....~...-c20 2.02000 221 
Henry, John, weer and others, papers relating to the war 
claims S989 · oo sued sense 8 622 
Henry, Philip, erg of, for a pension 386 
HERBERT, HILARY A., a Representative from Alabama— 
f TAO N E E T A e Y 51 
appointed on committeeeꝶꝶ .. 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 259, to repeal sections 820 and 821 of the Revised 
CCC Sie ONE RE YRS aT SE 178 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary --- 178 
H. R. No. 260, to repeal the laws requiring the test-oath, and 
for other purposes 178 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary . 178 


H. R. No. 977, to relieve the political disabilities of John 
Green, sr., of Alabama 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .......-...- 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House 

H. R. No. 978, to provide for the erection, at Montgomery, 

Alabama, of a post-office, United States court-room, 

land office, and other offices. 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

H. R. No. 1348, to restore the name of Jesse Stallings, of 
Butler County, Alabama, to the pension list 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No. 1525, to put into market certain timbered lands 
of the United States, and for other purposes 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

petition ka by, from A. P. Woods, for the 55 
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Page. 
Herr, A. H., bill (H. R. No. 1319) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cabellll q 354 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 354 
Herr, Abram H., papers relating to the war claim oft 282 
Herrick, Jason D., petition of, for a in 200 
Herrick, Ji h D., bill (H. R. No. 709) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Pri 4 44«ĩͤü 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
Herrick, Nancy A., bill (H. R. No. 89) for the relief of. 
introdu by Mr. Lapham 172 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 172 
petition of, for a land patent. - 302 
Herroon, Andrew J.. tition of, for a pension 2386 
Hervey, Will R., bill . R. No. 1224) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky Dahon 281 
referred to the Committee of Claims n 281 
papers relating to the petition of, for relief ........--..-.-... 340 
Hester, Samuel W., bill (H. R. No, 527) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell . ees ameero 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 
HEWITT, ABRAM S., a Representative from New York— 
attended -sssi 5.2. 4ñ e e 169 
appointed on committee ss 197, 198 
bi introduced by, viz: 


H. R. No. 923, 8 to the act to carry into effect 
the convention between the United States and China, 
and to give the Court of Claims jurisdiction in certain 


(/ A A000 ( 235 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 235 
H. R. No. 1529, to amend title 61 of the Revised Statutes, 
in relation to baukruptey 


referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
joint resolutions introduced by. 
II. R. No. 1, in relation to the international industrial expo- 


sition to be held in Paris in 1878 172 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 172 
reported back with amendments, and recommitted...... 306 

II. R. No. 49, in regard to remission of duties Cidadan 582 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 582 
petitions presented by, from— 
National Board of Rade, relating to the navigation laws.. 326 
New York, citizens of, in favor of accepting the invitation to 
take part in the Paris exposition ................... 
Morris, G., executor, to be reimbursed amount paid for cer- 
tain property in Alexandria, Virginia 
Meyers, Charles B., for relief... . 520 
incidental remarks bùhi·n )))) seenee 373, 379, 380, 596 
remarks by, on the— 
Seppe Ianstion ns ece „„ conus 3 248 
ill (H. R. No, 902) makin; 9 for the support 
scal year ending June 30, 1878. 


of 9 for the 289 
291, 298, 300, 307, 308, 312, 313, 332, 333, 348, 349, 350 


bill (H. R. No, 805) to repeal the third section of act to pro- 
vide for resumption of specie paymona — - 492, 493, 495 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
exposition..... e 517, 530, 537, 538, 539, 547 
PONG OF lese ⅛ðx y ð ̃ð ß T OTS 565 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States mone commission 718, 719, 720 
Hewitt, Charles, bill (H. R. No. 153) granting a pension to. 
eee 6.2 icane casmenwewenaentasamaircene 174 
roferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 17 
HEWITT, GOLDSMITH W., a Representative from Alabama— 
PREN N E SE DE ecco ues E ERE NANA 
appointed on committees. 
bi s introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. to secure impartial administration of justice 
in the United States courts in Alabama won ate 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary.........-... 178 
II. R. No. . pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 
ors of the Mexican and other wars therein named... 178 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 178 
H. R. No. 972, for the relief of settlers on lands claimed by 
the South and North Alabama Railroad Company... 237 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 237 
H. R. No. 973, to refer the claims of certain citizens of the 
counties of Jefferson, Walker, and Winston, of the 
State of Alabama, therein named, to the commission- 
ers of claims, for re-examination and report 237 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 237 
petitions presented by, from— 
Alabama industrial convention, for the improvement of the 
„ener . 199 
Lovett, E. B., and others, relating to the war claims of.... 360 
remarks by, on the order of business 516 
Hewitt, Thomas W., petition of, for a pension. 244, 263 
bill (H. R. No. 629) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 191 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 


Hiawassee River, bill (H. R. No, 404) to continue the improve- 
ment on the. 


introduced by Mr. Dibrell...........-... „„ 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 183 
Hickam, William L., bill (H. R. No. 568) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri ꝑ ꝗͥ⁊:Z · 189 
Hickman, Margaret A, bill (H. R. No. 171) for the raliet of O 
ckman, t A., bi s o. ‘or the relie: 
introduced by Mr. Walsh onua secs cues 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
Higgins, Andrew F., bill (H. R. No. 309) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dickey...-- EET TTA A E wUbeve 180 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 180 
Hildebrand, David H., bill (H. R. No. 1691) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Voung 2 sects TA 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 724 
Hile, James A., bill (H. R. No. 556) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Glover „ 188 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 183 
Hill, Captain in Sd joint resolution (H. R. No. 35) correct- 
ing the ny records of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon 251 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 251 
Hill, S. H., administrator of the estate of, papers relating to the 
e eee doudestna soa 727 
Hines, J. M., messenger, payment ot. 810 
Hinkley, W. C., and others, petition of, to legalize a certain sur- — — 
MOY senas TAP A os dashu se 
Hinton, James A., papers relating to war claim of. deren 243 
Hirst, Henry C., motion withdrawing the Tap Perf 231 
Hiscock, FRANK, a Representative from New York— 
attended o bee — 51 
appointed on committee. cues 197 
leave of bene e grap e S do nhr sdo ldga 232 
petition presen by, from Syracuse, New York, citizens of, 
or an increase of the salaries of letter- carriers 360 
Hiscott, Mrs. Julia F., petition of, for a pension 244 
Hiscutt, Julia F., bill dt. R. No. 1435) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Stone, of ee ä se... 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .... 358 
Hixon, Amos, petition of, for a pension 148 
Hobbs, George, petition of, for a change of his Army record... 327 
bill (H. R. No. 154) to authorize a change of the record of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh sohe 02.222 2.20 unos cecnee cowoes 174 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 174 
Hobbs, J. M., bill (H. R No. 607) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 2... 020.2225 sone ence cose cee 190 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 190 
papers relating to claim oh. „„ 243 
Hoboken, New Jersey, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an in- 
Chouse OF GMATIOS . E A 97, 327 
Hodges, Andrew E., bill (H. R. No. 1455) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin ............-... 359 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 359 
papers relating to the war claim of ttt. 510 
Hogan, Powell E., bill (H. R. No. 1430) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cravens. .... „4% 358 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 358 
Holden, Fred. A., petition of, for payment of a war claim 205 
Holland, John, 8 of, for a pension. 282 
Hollingsworth, Benjamin, bill (H. R. No. 697) restoring the 
name of, to the pension-roll. 
introduced by Mr. ( cheep cdeedeaees Onasch avae 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 194 
Hollis, Othniel P., bill (H. R. No. 8) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Lindsey. ......---. .----..---2+ cene eee 169 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 169 
bill (H. R. No. 29) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Br. Morss 4 170 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 170 
Hooe, Emilie N., petition of, for arrears of pension 622 
Hoof, P. H., petition of, for payment of a war claim 443 
HOOKER, CHARLES E., a Representative from Mississippi— 
1 T K 51 
appointed on committees ..--.....--------+ seccee tenens eens 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 261, for the relief of Emily Leland, of Warren 
County, Mississippi . r EA sy tine 178 
referred to the Committee on War Claims .............. 178 
H. R. No. 979, to authorize the election of a Delegate to 
Congress from the Indian Territory gg 237 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 237 
H. R. No. 980, for the relief of the Choctaw Nation of 
INGIGNE r E ENA sce 237 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 237 
H. R. No. 1349, for the removal of the bar at the mouth of 
Pearl River, where the same debouches into the Mis- 
Siguippt Bound woos cece race oore uu Veneer vote saess 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 355 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 
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Hooker, CHARLES E.— Continued. 
bills introduced 5 08 
II. R. No. 1350, for the removal of the bar at the mouth of 
the Paseagoula River, and for the improvement of the 


navigation of the same „„ 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce — 355 
H. R. No. 1351, to stop the Bonnet Carré crevasse in the Mis- 
sissippi River, above the city of New Orleans, in the 
State of Louisiana 4%;?b' 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 5 355 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 4, to allow Lieutenant 
D. F. Tozier a gold medal awarded by the president 
of the French Republioo +--+ ---- 178 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affair 178 
petitions promote by, from— } 
Gough, Thomas W., for payment of a war claim 244 


Brewster, Victoria L., for a pension —— 2 
Choctaw Nation, asking for the settlement of their claims. 328 
Mississippi, citizens of, that the cotton tax be refunded ... 360 
De Leon, Rebecca L., heirs of, for payment of a war claim. 799 
Stone, J. M., and others, sureties, for relief 7 
incidental remarks by FCCCCTT eacundesee F 
remarks by, on the— 3 
report from Committee of Accounts concerning committee 


S 00 A r a 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
0 ) 8 ending June 30, 1878.. 288, 

295, 344, 345, 347 
bill (H. R. No. 159) to provide for deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the service of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior 
ii 5 5 
eee and pre-emption ly bill (H. R. No. 1131) to limit 
the sale of ieee ands to settlers under the. 
introduced by Mr. Oliver «Cb 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
Homesteads for actual settlers, bill (H. R. No. 20) to extend the 


scope and efficiency of an act to secure. 
introduced by Mr. Banks . - 169 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 169 
hill (H. R. No. 110) amendatory of an act to secure, on the 
public domain. 
introduced by Mr. Wright. .----- e---eeceeene coeeecee 173 
referred to the Committee on Public Lauds 175 
Hoppe, E. H., papers relating to the claim of, for compensation 
% ˙³»AAA VT suaacesoveecrs 327 
Hopper, Bridget T., petition of, for a pension 302 
bill (H. R. No. 139) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Hardenberg 174 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 174 
Hord, Thomas, petition of, for payment of a war claim 262 
bill (H. R. No. 1035) for the relief of the estate of. 
introduced by Mr. House 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 239 
Horses, bill (H. R. No. 361) to Bey, certain persons for, illegally 
taken by officers of the United States. 
introduced by Mr. Whitthorne 181 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 181 
Horton, E. J., Doorkeeper’s department, payment of 722 
Hospital stewards, bill (II. R. No. 1019) to fix the rank and pay, 
Ko., of. 
introduced by Mr. Banning... t „„44ũ„6%%r. 238 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 238 
Hottel, Robert L., petition of, for payment for property lost... 302 
bill (H. R. No. 590) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan .-.. 2.2.04 nenio nn nr cocces 189 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 189 
Hours of labor, bill regulating, papers relating to 340 
Hours of labor in navy-yards, resolution by Mr. Cox, of New 
York, directing the Secretary of the Navy to report 
what action has been taken, if any, in regulating the, 
and whether such action has been in derogation of 
or compliance with section 3736 of the Revised Stat- 755 
ute „„ 
House, JOHN F., a Representative from Tennnesee— 
end!!! ES TEET E EEEE T ATTO 51 
appointer Seems ITFI bscinw E PE 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 400, to make an appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the Cumberland River 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce...... ......... 183 
H. R. No. 401, to allow producers of leaf-tobacco to sell the 
same by retail to consumers free of ta 183 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 183 
H. R. No. 873, for the relief of B. B. Taylor, of Murfrees- 
porong: enn soso. sate cate coke Seek pose 210 
referred to the Committee on War Giaims 2 210 
H. R. No. 874, for the relief of Cummings, Doyle & Co., and 
Doyle & Co., of Nashville, Tennessee 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 210 


Pago. 
Hovsr, Joun F.—Continued, 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 875, for the relief of A. H. Buchanan, of Nashville, 
AE son, ky e usaue 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims.-.........-.... 210 

H. R. No. 876, for the relief of Martha A. Stevens, of David- 
son County, Tennesse n 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 210 

II. R. No. 877, for the relief of D. W. and Minnie H. Glassie 
and Joseph C. Nash, of Nashville, Tennessee........ 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 210 

H. R. No. 878, for the relief of James Scott and others, 

loyal citizens of Tennessee .---a............ wae 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 210 

H. R. No. 1032, for the relief of William Phillips, of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee EE A 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 


H. R. No, 1033, for the relief of St. Cecelia’s Academy, at 


Nashville, Tennessee i uss re dee eee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
H. R. No. 1034, for the relief of William H. Fuqua, of Ten- 
, r Seytubbabwbaubaces 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
H. R. No. 1035, for the relief of the estate of Thomas Hord, 
deceased, of Tennesse 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 239 
H. R. No. 1036, for the relief of Shelby Medical College, of 
Nashville, Tennessee peba 22 -<sce ns cnce cence cnece 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 239 
H. R. No. 1037, for the relief of Andrew J. Duncan 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 239 
joint resolution introduced by, (H. R. No. 36) to so amend the 
Constitution as to limit the presidential term to a 
single term of six year. 253 
referred to the select committee on counting the electoral 
‚f‚ẽm ‚ F́m = 3 253 
petitions presented by, from 
Davidson County, Tennessee, citizens of, for a post-route.. 134 
Moore, Abraham, for a pension e 148 
Nashville, Tennessee, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
TTT 148 
Abbey, A., agent for payment of a war claim 4 „ 199 
Shelby Medical College, for payment of a war claim 262 
Hord, Thomas, for payment of a war claim...-....--...... 262 
Duncan, A. J., for payment of a war claim goose 262 
Mount Olivet Cemetery Company, for payment of a war 
ll TVT - 340 
Somerville, Martha, for a pension 3 eee. 620 
Woolf, Adam, for an increase of as gurveyor - 816 
Clarksville, Tennessee, Tobacco of Trade of, for river 
improvements Ale 0 
incidental remarks by „ 62 


remarks by, on the 
Louisiana contested-election case, fourth district . . . 74, 75, 87, 88 
Colorado contested- election case 95, 142, 143 
PANET OAOE op eyeeserpp chkcdsdspenseneen ä 622 
House of Representatives, bill (H. R. No. 282) directing the 
manner in which roll of the, shall be prepared, and 
prescribing form of credentials of Representatives- 


elect. 
introduced by Mr. Leonard —- svevesee 179 
referred to the Committee on Rules 179 
reported back and referred to the Committee of Elections.. 253 
joint E H. 85 No. 50) authorizing the payment of the 
employés of. 
reported from the Committee of Accounts 798 
considered and passed by the House ..-..........---..---. 798 
referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations....... 780 
officers and employés of, legislation coucerning 
Angerer, Frank, a page, payment of. 282 
assistant messenger for the Committee of Ways and Means, 
PULDGISON sv cen sect seits~errdebscowvusedesbtcs dese 810 
Blacklock, Harry, a page, payment oꝶf .. 282 
Boyle, Watson, messenger to the Speaker, payment off 726 
Bryan, Thomas G., appointed a page, payment off 211, 282 
Burrows, H. T., Doorkesper’s department, payment of 372 
Butler, John M., custodian of papers, payment of ......... 372 
Chauncey, John C., to be continued in service........-.... 255 


clerk of the Committee on Invalid Pensions, payment of 596 


clerks of committees authorized 223, 248, 253, 264 
clerks of House committees, resolution stating the ........ 223 
Coates, TORIN Rebate as department, payment of 398 
ipa tesa 717 PAI a ear lee see -203, 515 
oryell, Ingram, rkeeper’s department, payment of. 722 
Donal’, Frank, a payment of ban soais edos 232 
Donoghue, Edward, a page, payment o... 282 
Doorkeeper of the House, payment of miscellaneous ex- 
Ps bel EN TN T paacatrest Saeec 597 
Dagan, Thomas F., Doorkeeper’s department, payment of... 609 
Duncan, Frank, a page, payment oh 282 
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Page. 
House of Representatives, the— Continued. 
oflicers and employés o legislation concerning— 
Durnin, Eugene, Doorkeeper’s department, payment of. 582 


Electrician, the salary oſ]tt . 243 
Finley, Edward, a page, payment of 282 
folder, a, in the folding-room of the House to receive mes- 
Senger POY -rva siter sponeo e e e 72¹ 
folders of the House folding-room, payment of, for extra 
C „ 255 
iend, James W., a page, payment oft.... 
Gordon, Graham L., a page, payment ot. 282 
Hines, J. M., messenger, payment o.. 810 
Horton, E. J., Doorkeeper’s department, payment of. 722 
Houston, G. J., a laborer, payment off. — 372 
Johns, James M., a messenger, payment off 282, 372 
Keightley, Elijah T., assistant doorkeeper, payment of 721 


Lee, Beaufort C., Doorkeeper’s department, payment of.. 372 

May, Arthur, a pace, payment of 

Moores John H., deputy sergeant-at-arms, payment a 
Cn tas Sweater Moves dvsness eseccdsarthe 


McCormick, V. H., pay of, as special messenger and watch- 
man authorized 
messenger for the official reporter. 211 
Moore, T., deputy sergeant-at-arms, payment of 606 
Morrow, James, Doorkeeper’s department 594 
Oleott, H enry A., messenger in the Clerk’s office, payment of. 727 
Patten, William M., messenger, payment off 810 
Schell, Frank M., appointed a messenger. 424 
Schultes, H., a page, payment of.............-----.------- 282 
Sebring, Frank, a page, payment o. A 282 
Smith, William H., messenger in the Clerk’s office, pay- 
a N ATTIS PLLA I IT ES T 727 
es. molt the F S 8 
tepper, w, messenger, payment ot. 
Waller, Charles, a page, payment ok 282 
Warrick, W. S., a page, payment oll 373 
Weber, &. H., a page, payment o 281 
Whitley, B., a page, payment of .........202 202222 eens ae 281 
Wright, F. A., a page, payment ß). 281 
Yost, Edward, a page, pameni PCC T UNI PEN AE o 
Houston, John S., bill (H. Jo. 619) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Craven. lb191 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
Houston, Texas, bill (H. R. No. 656) authorizing construction of 
post-office in the city of. 
introduced by Mr: Mills x vases shes cee 192 


referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. .. 
Houston, G. J., petition of, for compensation for services ren- 
dered in the Doorkeeper’s department 
Houston, G. J., a laborer, payment of 
Howerton, Philip, bill (H. R. No. 1617) granting a pension. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell......... 87S 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
om be Mrs. Mary A., petition of, for a pension 
Hubbard, Charles W., and others, petition of, for an increase of 
the salaries of letter-carriers........-....-.-------- 133 
Hubbard, J. Davis, and others, petition of, for an increase of 
the salaries of letter-carriers.............--...-..-. 134 
HvBBELL, Jay A., a Representative from Michigan— 
Wel!!! T T ATA T 51 
appointed on committees E 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 651, to declare the construetion of so much of sec- 
tion 3 of an act to provide for the resumption of specie 
Pona as provides for the redemption of the 
nited States legal-tender notes outstanding on the 
lst day of January, 1879, and to amend the said act 


ae Solos ous Sincere coeewacesh supeas cos 192 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 192 
H. R. No. 1757, relating to vessels not propelled by steam 
TE PA coed / A OE 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
H. R. No. 1758, to appropriate money for the erection of a 
keeper’s dwelling at the light-house at Père Mar- 
Quoetts, wennn soos srana cece eascces 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
II. R. No. 1759, to appropriate money for the erection of a 
light-house and steam fog-signal on Stannard’s Rock, 
Wake; Superior , A OT E EE S, 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
H. R. No. 1760, to 3 money for the erection of a 
keeper’s dwelling at the light-house at Pentwater, 
MIG GEN L AAA . cele tees 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
H.R. No. 1761, for the relief of Samuel W. Abbott, post- 
master at Menomonee, Michigan 811 
referred to the Committee of Claim 811 
H. R. No. 1762, for the relief of Reuben Goodrich. 811 
referred to the Committee of Claim 811 


à — 
HUBBELL, Jay A.— Continued. 
bills introduced by— : 

H. E. No. 1763, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
invest in the bonds of the Uni States the unex- 
nded balance of the money appropriated to the 

Anse and Vieux de Sert bands of Lake Superior... 811 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 811 
H. R. No. 1764, to appropriate money for the erection of a 
station and steam fog-signal at Mackinac, in the 

State of Michigan soc... Jl 01 


referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
H. R. No. 1765, granting a ion to Thomas Pulling, of 

Bi e Mecosta County, Michigan 8il 

refe to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 811 
H. R. No. 1766, to orpo riate money for continuing the im- 
rovement of the Saint Mary’s River and Saint Mary’s 

lr 2 Meee Saanu 811 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
H. R. No. 1767, to appropriate 2 for continuing the im- 
rovement of the harbor at istee, in the State of 

ichigan T 811 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 


H. R. No. 1768, to appropriate money for continuing the im- 
provement of the harbor at Ludington, Michigan... 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ëil 
H. R. No. 1769, to sparen late money for continuing the im- 
entwa 


provement of the harbor at ter, Michigan... 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 

H. R. No. 1770, to appropriate money for the improvement 
of the harbor at Charlevoix, Michigan ............- 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 

H. R. No. 1771, to vg 5 money for continuing the im- 
provement of Eagle Harbor, Lake Superior -...- 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - 811 

H. R. No. 1772, to appropriate maig for continuing the im- 

provement of the harbor at Ontonagon, Lake Supe- 
JJ ES S SE A S I I E dels 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
motion made by, to adjourn .----. .--..+-.--.-.-.- 213 

petition 3 by, from Captain F. S., Miller, and others, 
or a harbor of refuge at Grand Marais 199 
incidental remarks bỹÿÿÿ/ÿ/ 192, 225, 226, 229, 442, 567,714 


remarks by, on the— 

bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments. 257, 
429, 430, 431, 432, 433, 625, 628 

bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the changing of the name 
of the ship Samuel G. Reel 455, 456, 457 

bill (S. No. 289) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 

to issue a register and change the name of the schooner 
Captain Charles Robbins to Minnie 457 

joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 

tional Position rrendan neye cade 

bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 

tion act. [See Appendix, page 52.] 
Hubbell, William Wheeler, petition of, for compensation for 


damages by the use of his patents 206, 413 
bill (H. R. No. 1240) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. ONeill 306 


referred to the Committee on Patents ................--.. BUG 
bill (H. R. No. 1300) so Dey damages due. 


introduced by Mr. Ward „%% 4««%?ĩb « 353 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 353 
Hubby, Mrs. A. E., and others, petition of, for an amendment of 
the pension rs less sSecsccewaenpocens soso 234 
Huddleston, Elkanah, bill (H. R. No. 1180) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell .--------- 251 


referred to the Committee on Mili 
Hughes, C. W., papers relating to the bi granting a pension to.. 443 


Hughes, Indiana, papers relating to war claim o.. 263 
Hughes, Mrs, Mary A., petition of, for payment ofa war claim.. 262 
Hughes, Nancy, petition of, for a pension 283 
Hughey, Robert C. W., bill (H. R. No. 1611) granting arrears of 
pension. 
introduced by Mr. Vance EAA A E N E, 609 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions G09 
Hull, Elizabeth R., bill (H. R. No. 1396) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Carlisle „ 357 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 
Hulzer, Mathew, petition of, for relie 233 
bill (H. R. No. 1143) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 250 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ...........-. 250 
Humes, Susan, bill (H. R. No. 1619) granting a pension. 
introduced by Mr. Harmer «444443 609 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 609 
HUMPHREY, HERMAN L., a Representative from Wisconsin— 
ended 8 JJ piaeas tare 51 


appointed on committees.. .--- „„ 108 
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Page. 


HUMPHREY, HERMAN L.—Continued. 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 1246, to appropriate money to improve the Saint 
Croix River, between Hudson, in the State of Wis- 
consin, and Saint Croix Falls, in said State 

referred to the Committee on Commerce........-.-...-- 

H. R. No. 1247, to eg tang sc money to improve the Missis- 
sippi- River from the crossing of the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee and Saint Paul Railway bridge, above the 
city of La Crosse, Wisconsin, to the month of Root 
River, below said cit: 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. 3 55 1553, granting a pension to Josephine Da C. 

OUNBE i MI!!! 8 


petitions presented by, from— 
Weeks, E. D., and others, for cheap telegraphy 
Hunt, John F., and others, for an increase of the salaries of 
r -mbv Vaneescaanes setacssurenee 
Carroll, Ann C., and Maria C. Fitzhugh, for compensation 
for lands ocenpied by the United States 
Louisiana, Union Bank of, to be reimbursed certain money. 
Burns, W. H., for compensation for Sibley tents. .......-... 
incidental remarks bꝶůꝶùꝰuuu rr 
remarks by, on the— 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
Bonet exposition sova sci skys cccbansesteen skansene 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 66.] 

HUNGERFORD, JOHN N., a Represeutative from New Vork 
attended 
appointed on committees. sss. 
leave of absence granted to 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 96, granting a pension to 

Henry Hadley, late private Company G, Eighty-sixth 

New York Volunteer Infantry 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
petitions presented by, from— 

Elmira, New York, citizens of, for an increase of the sala- 

ries of letter-carriers .. 2... 6. cece cnne cons ence ccecee 


— www wwe 


em ne Vꝛw— * sese 


Hunt, B., and others, petition of, for the remonetization of sil- 

ver and the issue of 3.65 United States bonds 

Hunt, Catharine, petition of, for a pension 

Hunt, John F., and others, petition of, for an increase of the 

salaries of letter - carriers. 
HUNTER, Morton C., a Representative from Indiana 

attended ........ ..-..0.-- 

appointed on committees 

bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 442, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 

purchase silver bullion, and cause the same to be 

coined, as well as the silver bullion of citizens of the 

United States, into silver dollars; and making said 

silver dollars, when coined, a full legal tender for all 

debts, public and private, within the United States, 

including duties on imports and interest on the pub- 

lic debt, excepting obligations heretofore entered into 

and made payable in gold, such obligations last 

named to be paid in gold; and repealing all acts and 

parts of acts inconsistent herewith. .............-.. 

referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

H. R. No. 443, to provide the mode for the election of cer- 

tain officers of the United States, and to prevent 

frauds in such elections e 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............ 

II. R. No. 444, to fix the legal rate of interest on national 

money throughout the United States at not exceed- 

ing 6 per cent. per annum, and affixing penalties for 

ene L I N EAA S OOE TEN TTT 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 

H. R. No. 445, to equalize the bounties of soldiers who served 

in the late war for the Union 5 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

II. R. No. 446, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 

reissue all United States notes commonly called greeu- 

backs which have been redeemed under the act known 

as the resumption act, and pay them out on the pub- 

Udet 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 447, to authorize and equip an expedition to the 

orie ses fa ais coset wonausieteoes 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

II. R. No. 448, for the relief of William J. Alexander, of 

Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana 

referred to the Committee on War Claim 


134 


134 
148 


76 
302 


134 


51 
197 


Pago. 
HUNTER, MORTON C.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 449, for the relief of Colonel Bernard F. Mullen, 
of Terre Haute, Indianeee 2-2. sees 184 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 184 
H. R. No. 450, for the relief of John F. Sutherlin & Bro., of 
Parke County, Indiana 184 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 184 
H. R. No. 451, for the relief of Alvin B. Casebeer, of Ver- 
million County, Indiana 184 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ......... 184 
H: R: No. 1394, to pension all soldiers of the Mexican war 
who are sixty years of age and upward, and to pen- 
sion all under that age as fast as they arrive at the 
age of sixty years „ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ......... 357 
H. R. No. 1395, for the relief of John G. Campbell 257 
referred to the Committee of Claims 357 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 46, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
rohibiting the payment of claims growing ont of the 
r v e TE OOM, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary / 357 
incidental remarks by... serron cose ce cans cons ence wees coos 215, 231 
remarks by, on the finances 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220 
Hunter, Thomas, bill (H. R. No. 116) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Errett...... -.~ ..---+ --2-0+ en-- ee eee 317 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 
Hunton, Erra, a Representative from Virginia 
attended „„ 5 
appointed on committees .--- ------ —— 2 198 
bills introduced by, viz: . 
H. R. No. 194, for the relief of Louisa Summers 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 940, to provide for the recomputation of the ac- 
counts between the United States and the several 
States growing out of moneys expended by said States 
in the WOE-Of-S012. y 236 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 236 
I. R. No. 941, granting a pension to George Grove 236 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 236 
H. R. No. 942, to authorize the Secretary of War to con- 
struct a bridge across the Potomac River at or near 
the Three Sisters Islands 236 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 236 
H. R. No. 943, for the relief of the trustees of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Seminary and High Schoolin Virginia. 236 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 236 
reference changed to Committee on Education and Labor. 726 
H. R. No. 1094, to remove the disabilities of Asa Wall im- 
by the third section of the fourteenth article 
of the amendments to the Constitution of the United 
GG ß stearar es ness decease 242 
considered and passed by the House 242 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary...... 247 
H. R. No. 1318, to provide Government classification for the 
sailing merchant marine of the United States engaged 
in foreign commerce 354 
referred to the Committee on Commerce..-..-....--....- 354 
H. R. No. 1510, for the relief of John Q. Larman, Joseph L. 
Harley, and Thomas P. Sparks. 424 
referred to the Committee of Claims 424 
H. R. No. 1548, for the relief of owners and purchasers of 
Jands sold for direct taxes in insurrectionary States. 605 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 605 
resolution offered by, that the Special Committee on the Re- 
vision of the Laws regulating the Counting of the 
Electoral Votes for President and Vice-President be 
allowed and authorized to employ a clerk and mes- 
senger. Referred to the Committee of Accounts.... 722 
petitions presented by, from— 
Brown, Septimus, for payment of a war claim 134 
Corbett, Sewell B., for payment of a war claim 134, 263 
Sherwood, Mrs. Ella, for payment of a war claim 199 
Armstrong, John T., for pornon of a war claim 206 
Washington and Ohio Railroad Company, for payment of 
SWEE CIM MAEAEA L EIT EA 206 
Viticultural Society, of the District of Columbia, relating 
to cultivation of lands and labor 221 
Shepperd, F. E., for the removal of his political disabilities. 221 
Markham, Joseph, for payment of a war claim 282 
Edelen, Robert J., for pay for labor and materials 302 
Ayre, George S., administrator, and others, for compensa- 
tion for stock driven off byorderof General Sheridan. 327 
Richards, Mrs. Amelia A. H., administratrix, for paymeut o 
a war claim — 340 
Trook, John A., for payment of a war claim 360 
bark Mary Theresa, owners of the, for payment for losses 
Dy ilewel sires. oa cece ese A AE sees vers 361 
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Page. 
HUNTON, Err Continued. 2 
petitions tee iar by, from— 
Ginck, John L., for an international copyright la 360 
Hoof, P. H., for payment of a war claim — 48 
Austin, Valorous G., for payment of a war claim ewes 443 
Coleman, Robert G., for payment of a war claim . . 510 
Newman, M. D., representatives of, for services rendered 
oa Kadiso Spats 3 n 5 os hd 
F: illiam, for payment of a war claim 
Fines Maria, for payment of a war claim . 520 
Auld, Edward, heirs of, for payment of a war claim. 520 
Foster, George, for a pension T 62² 
McKinsie, Ann S., for payment of a war claim 727 
Maddox, Mrs. Virginia, for payment of a war claim 727 
incidental remarks by.... „„ „„ „4 5⁵ 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the fiscal Fear end- 
ing June 30, 1878. 4 „„%6ꝙT' 511 
Hurlbut, Timothy J., petition of, for a pension 2 Ue 
bill (II. R. No. 583) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan s--+<-+e0------- 189 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 189 
Huron, bill (H. R. No. 1746) for relief of the sufferers by the 
wreck of the. 
introduced by Mr, Knott -------------- 4 RPE 806 
considered and passed by the House, with amendment 808 
referred to the Senate Committee on Naval Affair 804 
Huston, George, bill (H. R. No. 883) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell. ......-.-. -.-. eens õõnk 211 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 211 
Hutton, J. D., petition of, for compensation as a messenger. 206 
Hyde, William A., and Thomas G. Mackie, petition of, for com- 
nsation for work done on the Southwest Pass. ..166, 386 
bill (H. R. No, 268) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ellis.-.--..-.------------ 5 178 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 5 178 
I. 
Idaho, the Territory of— 
Delegate from, attended: Stephen S. Fenn 5 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 885) making an appro. iation for a military 
road from Fort Boisé to Fort Lapwai, Idaho Terri- 
tory. 
eosi e sadbicnds soon 211 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 211 
bill (H. R. No. 836) making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of Clearwater River, in Idaho Territory. 
introduced by Mr. Fann. ose wcsp is J 
referred to the Committee on Commerce -..--....---.---- 211 


bill (H. R. No. 1197) to protect bona fide settlers u 
unsurveyed public lands in the Territory of Idaho. 
introduced by Mr. Fenn o...0 626 cnc cons cece sonkencenns 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (H. R. No. 1198) to create an additional land district in 
5 the Territory of Idaho. 


introduced by Mr. Fenn é 252 
referred to the Committee on Public Lando 252 
Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the— 
or a military road from Fort Boisé to Fort Lapwai 252 
in relation to the Portland, Dalles and Salt Lake Rail- as 
citizens of, petition of, for the annexation of certain counties 
to Washington Territory. c pubs sowaae 206 


Illinois, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: William Aldrich, Carter H. 
Harrison, Lorenzo Brentano, William Lathrop, Ho- 
ratio C. Burchard, Thomas J. Henderson, Philip C. 


Hayes, Greenb L. Fort, Thomas A. Boyd, B. F. 
Marsh, Robert M. Knapp, William M. Springer, 
Thomas F. Tipton, Joseph G. Cannon, John en, 


William A. J. Sparks, William R. Morrison, William 


Hartzell, Richard W. Townshend ..............-... 51 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 500) to confirm to the city of Chicago, Ili- 
nois, the title to certain public grounds. 
introduced by Mr. Harrison 5 186 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 186 
bill (H.R. No. 509) to authorize the construction of a public 
building at Quincy, Illinois, ; 
introduced by Mr. Knapp . 186 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 187 
bill (H. R. No, 517) for the improvement of the Mississippi 
River, and to prevent the erosion of its banks 
tween Islands Nos, 14 and 15, near the town of Kas- 
kaskia, Illinois, 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell ...... 2.2.20. .--cencpeses 187 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 187 


Page. 


Illinois, the State of—Continued. 
sy 7 N concerning 
ill (H. R. No. 518) to authorize a further appropriation to 
continue the public works now in the course of con- 
struction i — the epg! River, between the 
ey Island and 


foot of Dic ə mouth of the Ohio 
River, in the State of Illinois. 
introduced by Mr. Hartsell. --.. 222.2... so-- onennson---- 187 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 187 
bill (H. R. No. 533) to provide for the construction of the 
Minois and Mississippi Canal, and to cheapen trans- 
portation. 
introduced by Mr. Hendersoenmnmnmn „„ 187 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals -.... 187 
bill (H. R. No. 539) to authorize the assignees of the State 
of Illinois to enter public lands to which said State 
is entitled under the provisions of the swamp-land 
act, the indemnity act, and the act extending the 
provisions of said act. 
introduced 2 Cannon, of Illinois 187 
referred to Committee on Public Lands. — 1188 
bill (H. R. No. 542) to change the location and name of the 
Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois. 
introduced by Mr, Hayes 188 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 188 
bill (H. R. No, 872) appropriating $75,000 for repairs upon 
the Suy Carty Levee, along the Mississippi River, in 
the State of Illinois. 
introduced by Mr. Knapp 210 
referred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees 210 
bill (H. R. No. 1064) granting certain swamp lands to the 
county of Randolph, State of Ilinois. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell 2-2. 240 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands... .......... 240 
bill (H. R. No. 1065) to divide the State of Illinois into 
three judicial districts, and to provide for holding 
courts therein. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell „ 240 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..-....-.... 240 
citizens of, petition of, for the repeal of the resumption act.. 282 
for certain post- routes 2+. - tamie banden case eons ence 799 
Illinois and Mississippi Canal, bill (H. R. No. 533) to provide for 
the construction of the. 
introduced by Mr. Henderson. 187 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals..... 5 
Immigrants, bill (H. R. No. 640) for protection of, and to prevent 
importation of criminals. 
introduced by Mr. Conger .... ..02<0 „ 191 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 191 
Immigration to the United States, bill (H. R. No. 637) to promote. 
introduced by Mr. Congerrr . 191 
referred to the Committee on Commer co 191 
Import duties, bill (H. R. No. 725) authorizing payment of, to 
be made in legal-tenders or national-bank notes. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell. ...... 2.222. radson sence es eens cane 195 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 195 


Imported merchandise, bill (H. R. No. 66) to provide for the 
nsibility of the Government for 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Imports, bill (H. R. No. 63) to provide for the valuation of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork .. 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Inby, Mary P., papers relating to the war claim ot 
Incursions from Mexico, resolution by Mr. Schleicher, that the 
President be requested to communicate to the House 
all information in his possession referring to the con- 
dition of the Mexican border in Texas and to any 
recent violation of the territory of the United States 
by. Considered and J 
Indemnity from Spain, resolution by Mr. Springer, that the Sec- 
retary of State be requested to inform the House what 
amount of indemnity has been paid to this Govern- 
ment by the government of Spain on account of the 
execution of John Ryan and others at Santiago de 
Cuba, November 4, 1873. Adopted...-.......----- 
information received from the Secretary of State 
Indexing laws, documents, and debates, appropriation for 
Indian affairs, bill — R. No. 295) to transfer the conduct of, 
from the Interior to the War Department. 
introduced by Mr. Banning .--.--s--0-- s... ...- . 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
bill (H. R. No. 959) to transfer the office of. 
introduced: by Mr. Seales 2... conc. cccsrconcceseteccce 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Indian Affairs, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 163, 173, 
177, 179, 190, 192, 193, 195, 210, 211, 236, 237, 240, 249, 250, 
251, 252, 328, 359, 371, 373, 424, 608, 609, 723, 725, 810, 811 


211 


Indian Affairs, the Committee on—Continued. 
Petitions referred ‘to. ~~ <. ...c5n e sdecwe sce sess 


Indian ee bill (H. R. No. 655) to transfer the, to the War 
ent. 
introduced by Mr. Mills 7 “vs 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Indian depredations, bill (H. R. No. 752) to provide for payment 
of claims for. 
introduced by Mr.;Phillips:=.22- sss ssoscc eens cencsoncoecs's 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
Indian reservations, bill (H. R. No. 1193) relating to the punish- 
ment of crimes on: 


introduced by Mr. Kidder... ..-. „ „«„„446ö 252 
referred to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws of 
wenn Pon ee ery Pe ̃ ty eee 252 
bill (H. R. No. 1196) to provide for the occupancy of mission- 
ary stations on. 
introduced by Mr; Fenn 252 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 252 
Indian Territory, bill (H. R. No. 979) concerning election of 
Delegate to Congress from. 
introduced by Mr. Hooker 237 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 237 
Indiana, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Benoni S. Fuller, Thomas R. 
Cobb, George Augustus Bicknell, Leonidas Sexton, 
Thomas M. Browne, Milton S. Robinson, John Hanna, 
Morton C. Hunter, M. D. White, William H. Calkins, 
James L. Evans, Andrew H. Hamilton, John H. 
a err ao Ar rareo TE A Are 51 
5 2 7 5 concerning ‘ 
ill (H. R. No. 431) to provide for the holding of terms of 
the district and circuit courts of the United States at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
introduced by Mr. Hamilton. l 184 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. -....-...-.. - 184 
bill (H. R. No. 441) to establish the southern district of In- 
diana, and to provide for the holding of circuit and 
district courts therein. 
introduced by Mr. Fuller 184 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............ 184 
Dill (H. R. No. 469) for the relief of Bartholomew Agricult- 
ural Society of the State of Indiana. 
introduced by Mr. Bicknell.............-.-....- 185 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 185 
bill (H. R. No. 1392) appropriating $52,500 to aid in the 
construction of the harbor at Michigan City, Indiana, 
and for other purposes, 
introduced by Mr. Calkins... ......... .s-.-.<.22-.----- 356 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ...--.........-- 356 
bill (H. R. No. 1512) appropriating $250,000 for the improve- 
ment of Wabash River. 
introduced by Mr. Cobb 425 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 425 
bill (H. R. No. 1514) appropriating $150,000 for the improve- 
ment of White River. 
introduced by Mr: Cobbicecss p55 save steed aaa Lasni 425 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ....... -....-.. 425 
memorials and petitions from citizens of, for certain post- 
TOUS Seas vere t a cdeontdcau Y AO I NESA 133, 199, 799 
Indianapolis, Indiana, citizens of, petition of, for an increase of 
8 the salaries of letter- carriers. 340 
letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries... ... 199 
Inland mail transportation, bill (H. R. No. 854) making appro- 
priation for. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama. - 210 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations ..... 3 210 
Inspection of naval vessels, resolution by Mr. Shelley, that the 
Secretary of the Navy be requested to appoint a board 
of five naval officers to examine and report upon 
the condition of the naval vessels now being re- 
paired at the different navy-yards Referred........ 723 
Instruments, bill (H. R. No. 1299) to extend the time for stamp- 
ing unstamped. 
introduced by Mr. Evans, of Pennsylvania 353 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................. 353 
Insurrectionary States, bill (H. R. No. 1548) for the relief of 
owners and purchasers of lands sold for direct taxes 
in. 
introduced by Mr. Hunton... .... raliu 22.0 cone odios aisi 605 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 605 
3 laws, bill (H. R. No. 232) to modify and amend 
introduced by Mr. Brogdee nnn. 177 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 177 
bill (H. R. No. 534) to amend the. 
introduced by Mr. Burchard ...........-..........-.-.--. 187 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 187 


Internal-revenue taxes, bill (H. R. No. 428) to provide for re- 


funding. 
introduced by Mr. Young......---- ..---- ---e0+s-reee see 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 184 
reference changed to the Committee of Ways and Means 255 
bill (H. R. No. 1386) to provide for refunding. 
introduced by Mr. Young ..-...--- OMETATI OSSEE 356 
referred to the Committee of Claims dase henna 56 
International industrial exposition, joint resolution (H. R. No. 
48) in relation to the, to be held in Paris in 1873. 
reported by Mr. Swann, from Committee on Foreign Affairs. 454 
516-520 


considered, amended, and passed by the House 
528-548 


remarks on the, by— 


560-569 


Mr. Banning.----- -.--..--.-. —u— — 562 
BOORGoa a cc uveptannene recive vewese T AEE AT Gets 561 
BFE obo 563, 564 
Bun; U UU ̃⅛ᷣ 8 518 
Chittenden — merece a 3 561 
Gon gers ( Cowen Ses E IO TEE EA wast 544, 546, 559, 566, 567 
Cox, of New Tor KK 528-536, 543-546 

rapo „„ 542 
Dir advil bad wa E ee edu dedasciet Vacca 562 
Aab . 546, 547 
A A Lee te ee ey S SERR SETH A PPS AE TE 540, 541 
Hamilton 22 517, 518, 560, 561, 562, 565, 5 
Af ⁵ ³ ————::. KTA 547, 561 
Harrison. os scescscavse NN 542, 543 
F LEPET inden dew centun leks E 565 
Hewitt, of New Tork 2 536-540 
CCC S 562 
e 565 
lunge S 562 

562 


referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations... 
reported back with amendments 
considered and by the Senate 
International telegraph, bill (H. R. No. 1267) concerning the 
establishment between the United States and Eu- 


3 
764-766 


rope of— 
introduced by Mr. Loring.... .........- s0--00 352 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 352 
Interstate commerce, bill (H. R. No. 674) to regulate, and pro- 
hibit unjust discriminatious by common carriers. 
introduced: by Mr. Reagan <<. sss onodi hee cles 193 
referred to the Committee on Commer c 193 
Invalid Pensions, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to- 169, 170, 171 


172, 173, 174, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 
186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 208, 209, 
211, 233, 235, 236, 237, 238, 239, 240, 249, 250, 251, 253, 281, 


306, 328, 553, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358, 359, 372, 424, 425, 582, 
605, 606, 607, 608, 609, 610, 721, 722, 723, 724, 725, 798, 810 
petitions referred e 2 76, 133, 


134, 135, 148, 149, 166, 1 


„200,206, 221, 297, 234, 243 


49. 
244, 282, 283, 302, 327, 339, 340, 360, 386, 413, 414, 442, 
443, 510, 520, 548, 569, 599, 622, 634,727, 728, 799, 816 


Investigation of naval expenditures, resolution reported by Mr. 
Whitthorne from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs be, and they are 
hereby, instructed to make a thorongh investigation 
into the matters of deficiency, and the diversion of 
appropriations from the special objects to which they 
were applied by law, and the expenditure of them for 
other and different objects, as mentioned by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy in his report to the President of 
the United States, of date October 9, 1877 ; with power 
upon the part of said committee to send for persons 
and papers, examine witnesses if necessary, and with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. Considered and 


ident EE lesen’ OLA 
Involuntary bankruptcy, bill (H. R. No. 222) to amend the laws 
relating to. 
introduced by Mr. Robbins 5 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .......--------- 


Iowa, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Joseph C. Stone, Hiram 
Price, Theodore Weld Burdick, Nathaniel C. Deering, 
Rush Clark, Ezekiel S. Sampson, Henry J. B. Cum- 
mings, William Fletcher Sapp, Addison Olive 
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Iowa, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
bill (H. R. No. 699) to restore certain lands in Iowa to set- 
tlement under the homstead law, and for other pur- 
poses. é 
introduced by Mr. Fries sac senses tocusessecsapscces 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (H. R. No. 713) to quiet the title of settlers on the so- 
ae eee River lands, in the State of Iowa, 
and for other purposes, 
introduced by Mr. Oliver «é 


bill (H. R. No. 1129) appropriating money for the purchase 
of a site and the erection of a post-office and other 
Government offices in the city of Council Blafis, State 
of Iowa. 
introduced by Mr. Sapp... .--- 2. aanroer 4„.?TE 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
eee 7. T aise 
bill (H. R. No, 1511) to provide for cheap transportation of 
freight between tide-water on or near the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys by con- 
structing a railway from a point at or near the city 
of New York to the city of Council Bluffs, in the State 
of Iowa, and branch roads to connect therewith. 
introduced by Mr. Sapp..---..----.....---+-++-- +------- 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals 
bill (H. R. No. 1250) appropriating money for the purchase 
of asite and the erection of a post-office and other 
Government offices in the city of Davenport, in the 


State of Iowa. 
introduced by Mr. Price 5 
referred to the Committee on Appropriat ions 
citizens of, petition of, for arrearage of pensions to soldiers 
of the United States Army . > 


Iron Mountain Bank, of Saint Louis, Missouri, bill (H. R. No. 
603) for the relief of the. 
introduced by Mr. Cole LASER SSR RAM 8 
referred to the Committee of ane and Means 
Irons, Oliver H., bill (H. R. No. 
introduced by Mr. Conger 22222202 52s ceenne seen * 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Irwin, B. J. D., bill (H. R. No. 631) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michi 


referred to the Committee on Military 
Irwin, Joseph Si 705 William Phillips, bill (H. R. No. 759) ſor 
e relief of. 


—— 


——— ;: 4% anne 


ITTNER, ANTHONY, a Representative from Missouri 
attended 
appointed on committee... 
bills introduced by, viz: 

II. R. No, 601, for the reorganization of the United States 


Army 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1481, to provide for ascertaining and settling pri- 
vate land claims in certain States and Territories 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. No. 1549, granting arrears of pension to Louise Moss. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


J. 


Jackson, Andrew, bill (H. R. No. 117) authorizing the issuing 
of a pension to. 
introduced ‘by ß AL odre ianea enn 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
Jackson, A. P., and others, bill (H. R. No. 1732) for relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Luttrell... 5. oe. on e e e 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
Jackson, Jasper M., bill (H. R. No, 170) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wald 4 
referred to the Committee on War Claims r 


Jackson, John, bill (H. R. No. 858) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmor ton 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs SEN 

bill (H. R. No. 1425) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 
referred to the Committe on War Claims 

Jackson, Michael, petition of, for a pension 


194 
194 


194 
194 


249 
249 


190 
190 


191 
191 


191 
191 
196 
196 
510 
197 
197 


51 
198 


605 
605 


175 
175 


Jackson, Tennessee, bill (H. R. No. 1048) concerning terms of 
the United States courts at. 


introduced by Mr. Atkins 2-0. cece ceeene cece eens 239 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................. 239 
Jacksonville, Florida, bill (H. R. No. 652) to provide for public 
buildings at. 
introduced by Mr. Bisbee, .... 2... --- 2.0 eee ene cone one cone 192 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 192 
bill (H. R. No, 1436) concerning United States court at. 
introduced: by Mr. Bisbee: ..-. 0. „400 358 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary a 358 
JACOBS, ORANGE, a Delegate from Washington— 
11õ⁵ͤ˙*! TT 54 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 783, to transfer the land granted for the branch of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad to the Seattle and Walla 
Walla Railroad Company 5 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad... 197 
II. R. No. 784, for the purchase of asite and the erection of 
a fog-signal on Point Wilson, in Washington Terri- 
hood | PPP 197 
refe to the Committee on Commerce 197 
II. R. No. 785, to give an American register to the steamer 
% ² A ˙¹¹iüm ¾—m um; A 197 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 197 
H. R. No. 786, for the relief of F. Prosh and T. F. McElroy, 
of Washington Territory 197 
referred to the Committee of Claims 197 
H. R. No. 1184, explanatory of section 1889 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, and to ratify and con- 
firm certain territorial legislation, and for other pur- 
r / nacadhccul ADE 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 251 
H. R. No. 1185, for the payment of certain Indian war bonds 
of the State of California 2....-4.---- 251 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 251 
H. R. No. 1186, to provide for the continuation of the im- 
provement of Snake River, in Washington Territory.. 251 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 252 
H. R. No. 1187, for the relief of A. D. Fisher, of Washing- 
r d aeanse 252 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 202 
II. R. No. 1188, amendatory of the laws relating to the entry 
r hustaescssee 252 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands.............. 252 
II. R. No. 1469, for the relief of settlers upon school lands in 
Washington Territory: o <5. o5sasenbcncesav><seeses 359 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 359 
H. R. No. 1470, for the relief-of Jobn A. Simms, Indian agent 
at Colville, Washington Territory, and his employés. 339 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs . 359 
H. R. No. 1586, for the relief of Henry Atkins aud William 
e bo T T argo ear hepwaeee ae 607 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 607 
H. R. No. 1587, for the relief of John G. Parker for carry- 
ing United States mails in Washington Territory.... 607 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 607 
II. R, No. 1588, enabling the Baptist Association of Puget 
Sound and British Columbia, and any other like asso- 
ciation of any denomination in the same locality, to 
navigate a vessel for missionary purposes 607 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 607 
H. R, No. 1589, to restore to the public domain certain lands 
withdrawn in favor of Northern Pacific Railroad, in 
Washington Territory b (607 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 210 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
ER bc ↄ⁵(2 yereennbecsvnsasebe 360 
TOR MOBO ATTT— WA 360 
papers presented by, from F. Prosh and T. F. McElroy, re- 
lating: to: the claims Of... 2. ccncescenvcsnccewencces 360 
incidental remarks by. . f 607 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No, 1526) to provide for deficien- 
cies in the appropriations for the service of the 
Government for fiscal year ending Jane 30, 1878, and 
for prior YEAS . s'cnenes sowens 591,597 
James, AMAZIAH B., a Representative from New York— 
attended AES Sev e N S 51 
appointed on committees .......---- .---0+ asne 220+ ---eee eee 198 
leave of absence granted to— ⁊ ence none 164 
James, Mrs. Ann P., petition of, for payment of a war claim... 133 
bill (H. R. No. 373) for the relief of. i 
introduced by Mr. Bright:... 443%. 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
James, B. S., bill (H. R. No. 961) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Aken: sccsicecs 
referred to the Committee of Claim 
Jameson, Mrs. James, petition of, for compensation for se 
in taking care of wounded soldiers 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Jameson, Mrs. Lucie A., pa 


rs relating to the war claim of 
Jamieson, Samuel, a bill (H. R. No. 267) for the relief of. 


263 


introduced by Mr. Ellis <--> spss: 02<- <.ce oc cc-sseee sewn sane 17 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 178 
Jarboe, Horace, bill (H. R. No. 1574) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Roberts. 607 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 607 
Jarratt, Sallie, papers relating to war claim ff. 244 
Jefferson, Texas, mayor and aldermen of, petition of, for the im- 
rovement of navigation .......--....-..-...-----. 599 
Jefferson City, Missouri, bill (II. R. No. 1086) providing for erec- 
tion of public buildings at. 
introduced by Mr. Crittenden t axe 240 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds .... 240 
Jeffrey, Rosa Vertnor, petition of, for payment of a war claim.. 262 
pill (H. R. No. 1225) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Blackburn 231 
referred to the Committee on War Claims cress 251 
motion withdrawing the papers off＋· 243 
Jenks, George C., petition of, for compensation for the use of 
Dr AAA 148 
Jersey City, bill (H. R. No. 136) constituting, a port of entry. 
introduced by Mr. Hardenberg .--- s+--------- 173 
referred to the Committee on Commerce........-....--.----- 173 
Jersey City, New Jersey, citizens of, petition of, for an increase 
of the salaries of letter-carriers........-....-.----- 97 
for the favorable consideration of the petition of M. B. Bram- va 
r capsnines aaah TEA ane den 5 
letter-carriers of, petitions of, for an increase of salaries. .... 206 
Jobe, G. W., bill (H. R. No. 609) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 4 «ũ3v?ů 190 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 190 
Johns, James M., a messenger, payment off 2 282, 372 
Johnson, Charles H., petition of, for payment of a war claim.. 200 
bill (H. R. No. 644) for the relief o 
introduced by Mr. Willits . „öñ „192 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 192 
Johnson, Hiram, bill (H. R. No. 1700) granting, a pension. 
introduced by Mr. Eden 444„40ĩ 72⁴ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 724 
Johnson, H., and others, bill (H. R. No. 1049) to refund taxes 
illegally collected from. 
introduced by Mr. Atkins’... . „„ „„„„46%% 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 239 
Johnson, James, petition of, to be relieved from the payment of 
Certain MONEY. os n0)os05.4 scsi we na wavecedcewsecoehons 206 
motion withdrawing the eo Of ee See 97 
Johnson, Thomas, papers relating to the war claim of ......... 302 
Johnson, William, petition of, for a pension 548 
Johnsy, H. T., bill (H. R. No. 263) for the relief of. 
introduced by F/ Et 
referred to the Committee of Claims 178 
Jones, Augustus D., petition of, submitting au amendment to 
onnmunnnnn Ä„- 199 
JONES, FRANK, a Representative from New Hampshire— 
Kiten. U— 50 
appointed on committees .... s «r 198 
leave of absence granted to—— cece cecenes cecens cones 243 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 913, to authorize a change of date in the commis- 
sion of Chief Engineer David B. Macomb, United 
REALO NOVY 0 3 sha annann b 235 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 235 
H. R. No. 914, for the relief of John Clark 235 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 235 
H. R. No, 1255, for the examination and survey of obstruc- 
tions to navigation of the Piscataqna River . 35 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ...........---.. 352 
H. R. No. 1256, granting a pension to Rebecca B. Remick.. 352 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 352 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby directed 
to pay William H. Prescott for services rendered in 
the engineer’s department during the months of April, 
May, and June, 1877, at the rate of $100 per month. 
Referred to the Committee of Accounts 582 
that Frank Angerer be, and he is hereby, continued in the 
service of the House as a page during the present 
Congress. Referred to the Committee of Accounts... 582 
petitions presented by, from— 
Charleston, South Carolina, Saint Michael’s church of, for 
the remission of duties on bell... N 244 
Remick, Rebecca, for arrears of pension 282 
Wentworth, Mark, administrator, for additional interest on 
the Geneve AWA TT.. Oar 
Ladd, Charles H., for payment of a war claim 386 
Jones, A W., petition of, for the settlement of his accounts. 199 
Jones, J: 15 and others, petition of, relating to the homestead 0 
h A AEI OTA R SEO T T ccs 


JONES, JAMES TAYLOR, a Representative from Alabama— 


attended ................-- „ el OE 
appointed on committee 198 
bills introdaced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 854, making an approprigtion for inland mail 
transportation on star routes. 210 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations 210 
II. R. No. 976, making an Appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Warrior and Tombigbee Rivers, in Ala- 
r Sus A R 237 
referred to the Committee on Commeree 237 
H. R. No. 1345, for the relief of the Deposit Savings Asso- 
ciation of Mobile, Alabama ...........------..--.-- 355 
referred to the Committee of Claims 155 
H. R. No. 1346, for the relief of William C. Edmonston.... 355 
referred to the Committee of Claims . 355 
H. R. No. 1347, to appropriate money for the improvement 
of the harbor at Mobile, Alabama. 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 355 
Jones, John, and others, petition of, for relief as sureties 221 
bill (H. R. No. 810) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Candler 92208 
referred to the Committee of Claims 208 
Jones, John H. and Thomas D. Harris, bill (H. R. No. 315) for 
the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Danford.... :: 1380 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 180 
Jones, John Rice, bill (H. R. No. 1444) to indemnify the heirs and 
legal representatives of. 
introduced by Mr. Burdick .------..2--- tuses 22-- 358 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 358 
heirs of, papers relating to claim of the- 76, 413 
JONES, JOHN S., a Representative from Ohio— 
Attended... „„ „4 Saker Sues knees bres 51 
appointed on committees. „4 198 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 311, to amend sections alt 
3520, and 3586 of the Revised Statutes of the Uni 
States; to repeal section 2 of joint resolution No. 17, 
passed Jul 2. 1876, and to restore the legal-teuder 
qualities of the silver dollar 180 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 180 
petitions presented by, from— 
Rogers, J. H., relating to his plan for calling the roll 340 
Morrison, F. W., and others, for a change of the pension 
DWE PIEI A 0 816 
remarks by, on the— 
correction of the Journal „ 5 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resamp- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 19.] 
Jones, John W., bill (H. R. No. 1426) for the relief of the minors 
of. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter ! 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 358 
Jones, Martha A., bill (H. R. No. 465) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Browne -010m0 enn e eee 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
bill (H. R. No. 1692) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Young. «: 72⁴ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims . 724 
Jones, M. P., 775 of, to be reimbursed certain money 200 
bill (H. R. No. 744) to reimburse. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon 195 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands 195 
Jones, Reuben S., bill (H. R. No. 1388) for relief of. 
introduced by VVV 356 
referred to the Committee on War Claims - 356 
Jones, Wesley, bill (H. R. No. 963) to grant a pension to. 
introduced by Mr, Bell 177 easicneaeunece he 236 
referred to the Committtee on Invalid Pensions 236 
Jordan, Fleming, bill (H. R. No. 970) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama...............----- 236 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 236 
Jorden, Andrew M., bill (H. R. No. 1423) for relief 
eee, ... 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .... 358 
JORGENSEN, JOSEPH, a Representative from Virginia— 
SSC A T TN nen 51 
appointed on committees 193 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 202, for the relief of Mrs. Adelina T. Blick, of 
Ream’s Station, Virginia ..... 2... 2-2-2 ..-- 22.2. eee 176 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 176 
H. R. No. 1324, for the relief of Mary E. Twiford.......... 354 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs S54 
petition presented by, from Petersburgh, Virginia, letter-car- 
riers of, for an increase of salarie sss 199 
JOYCE, CHARLES H., a Representative from Vermont— 
e E EEVEE E EE AAE E E A O AA i, 
appointed on committee s.. 193 
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JOYCE, CHARLES H.— Continued, 
bills introduced by, viz : 
H. R. No. 18, to repeal the act entitled “ An act to establish 
a uniform system of Hes tea ot throughout the 
United States,” approved M 2, 1867, and all laws 
and parts of laws amendatory ther eo 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy 
H. R. No. 19, to provide for the appointment of a commis- 
sion on the subject of the alcoholic liquor traffic.... 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........---. 
H. R. No. 840 nting a pension to Hannah A. Richardson, 
late Widow of Alanson Kitteridge, late a private in 
the Fourth Vermont Volunteers 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions- 
H. R. No. 841, for the relief of John D. Cummings, of the 
town of Barre, in the county of Washington and 
State of Vermont.... ꝰ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 842, granting a pension to Ovid H. Clark, late a 
private in Company F, Fifth Vermont Volunteer In- 
. the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
II. R. No. 843, for the relief of William Lamb, late a private 
of Company C, Eleventh Vermont Volunteers 
roferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 844, granting a pension to Mary Martin, mother 
by adoption of James R. Martin, late a private in the 
Vormenk Volunteer sa recessed 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 
II. R. No. 845, making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of Vergennes Basin and Otter Creek, in the State 
Of: Vermontrncecail . 65526 uen lass 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.. 
H. R. No. 1566, for the relief of Frank A. Page. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.......... 8 
petitions presented by, from 
Martin, Mary, for a pension. 
8 ragae, Henry, and others, that he be granted a pension.. 
Clark, Ovid H., for a pension. = 
Lamb, William, for a pension. 
Cummings, John D., for relief...... t. 
Frank, Charles H., for payment of a war claim 
Judges of the district courts, bill (H. R. No. 1360) fixing the 
salaries of. 
introduced by Mr. Leonard. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...........--.... 
Judgment liens of United States courts, bill (H. R. No. 1449) in 
relation to. 
introduced by Mr. Oliver „ 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .......-..-.-.-- 
Judiciary, bill (H. R. No. 1440) to reorganize the. 
introduced by Mr. Sapp 44 35 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.. ...........-... 358 
Judiciary, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 169, 170, 171, 
172, 173, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 183, 184, 185, 
186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 
208, 209, 210, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 238, 239, 240, 249, 
250, 251, 252, 254, 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358, 359, 372 
458, 582, 605, 606, 607, 609, 722, 723, 726, 798, 810, 81¹ 
bills and resolutions reported by. 223 ú sasare 255, 306 
potitions referred: to r esse e r 97, 133, 
134, 135, 148, 166, 198, 199, 206, 221, 244, 262, 263. 
327, 360, 361, 413, 414, 442, 510, 599, 621, 634, 799 
Judson Female College, North Carolina, bill (H. R. No. 956) to 
reimburse the trustees of. 


359 
359 


introduced by Mr. Vance 63 236 
$ eee to aan 5 S 5 8 eek unten s 236 
. W. Spicer, bi o. tin can is 
£ to the deistin steam — tidak purai 
introduced by Mr. Conger..........- . 191 
referred to the Committee on Comme: 191 
K. 
Kames, J. V. C., and others, petition of, for the amendment of 
the bankrupt laws — — dents cake 413 
Kane, Aloysius J., bill (H. R. No. 36) for the relief of. 
introduced ‘by Mr. Walt be e120 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.................. 170 
Kane, Thomas P., petition of, for an investigation of the Pen- 
sion Bureau of the Interior De ment 302 
Kankakee hey: joint resolution (H. R. No. 60) fora survey of 
the. 
introduced by Cn 810 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 810 
Kansas, the State of- 
Representatives from, attended: William A. Phillips, Dudley 
C. Haskell, Thomas Ryan 4 . 51 


Kansas, the State of—Continued. 
i Pea concerning— 

ill (H. R. No. 749) to reimburse the State of Kansas for 
expenses incurred by said State for the United States 
= repelling invasions and in suppressing Indian hos- 
tilities. 

introduced by Mr. Phillips 8 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. .......... 
bill (H. R. No. 751) to donate a portion of the military reser- 
vation of Fort Harker to the State of Kansas for the 
establishment of a normal school, and to open the 
remainder of said reservation to settlement. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips — 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
bill (H. R. No. 753) to provide for a Government building 
in the city of Leavenworth, in the State of Kansas. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips .--.-..----- 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 


urpose. 
introduced by Mr. Ryan «% 
referred to Committee on Publie Buildings and Grounds.. 
bill (H. R. No, 1177) to provide for the sale of certain New 
York Indian lands in Kansas. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell 
referred to the Committee on Public Lau ds 
bill (H. R. No. 1179) authorizing the appointment of a com- 
missioner, and the settlement of the claims of certain 
citizens of Kansas named therein. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell. 
referred to the Committee of Claims.. 
citizens of, petition of, relating to certai 
Tien e 
Kansas City, Missouri, bill (H. R. No. 560) to provide for con- 
struction of a public building at. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
bill (H. R. No. 563) to provide for holding terms of United 
States coutts at. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .............. 
bill (H. R. No. 834) for a branch mint at. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin. 
referred to the Commmittee on Coinage, Weights, and 


s... — QAũꝛQuNUU n qq eee ewe een eee 


—U„ͤ— ꝶ eee tee K[᷑L᷑L̃éHꝓ ᷣꝝoꝛ5j5r 


Katon, John, bill (H. R. No. 1002) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cox, of Ohio) 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Kauble, Solomon T., bill (H. R. No. 1413) granting a pension 
t a 


0. 
introduced by Mr. Buckneꝶr rr. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Kearney, Thomas, bill 5 R. No. 1503) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Schleieher 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 


papers relating to the claim of, for revenue losses 
Keating, Frank, and others, tition of, for a reduction of license 
fees for pilots and others. 

Keating, John, bill (H. R. No. 1560) for the relief of. 
in uced by Mr. Powers 8 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Keel, Ezekiel T., oe relating to the war claim of... 
Keene, Alderson T., bill (H. R. No. 330) for the benefit o 
introduced by Mr. Durham 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
papers relating to war claim off.. 
KEIFER, J. WARREN, a Representative from Ohio 
N ͤᷣ K esse uid ĩͤ 000 
ap 

bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1008, relating to the Cumberland road, in the 
— of Ohio, and to authorize the same to become a 


c E Era a A ET IETA 
H. R. No. 1218, to authorize the Tee of a commis- 
sion to Europe to report on forestry and tree planting 


Wr ose eee oe Sep E rA SOT. 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
H. R. No. 1371, for the relief of John W. Skiles............ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


195 
196 
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Kerrer, J. WARREN—Continued, 
petitions presented by, from— ` 
Taylor, Sarah J., for a pension 206 
Oglevie, John F., and others, for equalization of bounties. 206 
Warder, John A., and others, for the appointment of a com- 


ane weer ween er esse 


mission on forestry .....-.--. -.-- 
incidental remarks by. .-..------ +--+ --+++----+------ 494 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third 
section of the act to provide for the resumption of 
specie payments... ........-.-.----------400, 495, 496, 497 
KEIGHTLEY, EDWIN W., a Representative from Michigan— 
Attends ee onk sadesa d andadi 8 51 
appointed on committees... 2 198 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1111, to provide for the 
improvement of the Saint Joseph River, in Michigan.. 249 
referred to the Committee on Commere 249 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the resumption act. [See Appendix, page 43.] 


Keightly, Elijah T., assistant doorkeeper, payment of- 721 
LLEY, WILLIAM D., a Representative from Pennsylvania— 

attended. E EE 5 . . 51 

appointed on committees. . .. . . . . see ser nee 197 
Dill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 109, to repeal the act of the 
14th of January, 1875, entitled “An act to provide 

for the resumption of ie 4 reas ERETTE - 172 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 173 

motion made by, to adjourn———— 281 


to the rules of the House 229 
amendment offered by Mr. Good. 231 
amendment offered by Mr. Conger 231 
amendment offered by Mr. Patterson 231 


petitions presented by, from— 
Kelley, W. D., relating tothe financial system of the Govern- 
ment ee e dae censbenh nanecons 165 
New York, Pennsylvania, and other States, manufacturers 
and others of, for the proper representation of this 
country at the Paris exposrtion...-......--..-...--- 520 
Moore, Mary H., for a pension. 520 
incidental remarks by-..........-165, 204, 215, 241, 281, 516, 615, 633 
remarks by, on the— 


E (SiS 


report 8 Committee of Accounts concerning committee 
GCC ↄ²˙O ß 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for resumption of specie payment.. . 228, 229, 230, 
231, 271, 275, 278, 279, 385, 432, 433, 434, 435, 436, 437, 488, 489 
reference of bill (II. R. No. 905) to authorize the free coin- 
age of the standard silver dollar and to restore its 
legal-tender character .... .-....-------+-.--s- 232 
Kellogg, Colonel Lyman M., bill (H. R. No. 1011) for the relief 
of the widow of. 
introduced by Mx, Foster „ 205 
referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs 238 
Kelly, A., bill (H. R. No. 421) to pay for services of, on a military 
commission. 
introduced by Mr, Dibrell.. . 4„„ör 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 183 
Kelly, John, bill (H. R. No. 1203) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. Tucker... „„ 262 
referred to the Committee on War Claims........-......... 252 
n tke 2 K Ne 15 a papers of............. 360 
en t, bi 3 o. 1575) granting a pension to. 
eee iy Mr. Roberts CERNE . 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 607 
Kendall, Peter F., papers relating to war claim off.. 360 
Kendig, T, A., pesson of, for pay as mail-carrier.............. 206 
KENNA, JOHN E., a Representative from West Virginia 
P T 11 
appointed on commit tees .. g 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H, R. No. 769, to authorize a further appropriation to con- 
tinue the improvement of the Great wha River, 
in West Virginie ——U— . ³ꝛd̃ ͤd— 196 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 196 
H. R. No. 770, for the relief of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, at Charleston, Kanawha County, 
N AAi a PAT ATT tanta et — 199 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 196 
H. R. No, 1599, for the relief of the Baptist church at Ral- 
eigh Court House, West Virginia 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 608 


Kenna, Joun E.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1600, for the relief of Kiah Smoot, of Boone 


Conni West Visits. A Anea ak OU 
referred to the Committee on War Claim. 608 
H. R. No. 1601, for the relief of Mrs. Jane T. Hawkins, of 
Fayette County, West Virginia PTEE 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 608 
petitions presented by, from— 
Methodist Episcopal Church South, for payment of a war 
M EPA ²˙ AAA 
Hawkins, Mrs. Jane T., and Kiah Smoot, for payment of 
eee pen tees nectecensacacase tue 
Raleigh County, West Virginia, citizens of, for payment of 
W WAR UM in enn@ on on od a e vepensabas=aneed Looe 
Kenneally, Mrs. Mary, petition of, for an increase of pension... 227 
bill (H. R. No. 1018) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. iis a eeas a4 5s need T O 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
Kennedy, Michael L., bill (H. R. No. 1006) granting a pension to, 
introduced by Mr. McMahon....-...-....-....-..--.-.--.-- 238 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
Kennedy, Milton, bill (H. R. No. 1369) for payment of $300 to. 
intronnced- by Mr NOG e ebemundeiesenidcusse 356 
3 to the Veil (le Lon as 2 85880 zenes 8 356 
enney, Miriam V., 0. granting a pension. 
introduced by Mr. Fort 5 a 8 811 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 81¹ 


Kentucky, the State of— 

Representatives from, attended: Andrew R. Boone, James A. 
McKenzie, John William Caldwell, J. Proctor Knot 
Albert 8. Willis, John Griffin Carlisle, Joseph C. S. 
Blackburn, Milton J. Durham, Thomas Turner, John 
e . COR 

legislation concerning 

bill (H. R. No. 334) for the benefit of the Madison Female 

Academy, located at Richmond, Kentucky. 


introduced by Mr. Durham 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
bill (H. R. No. 335) for the benefit of the Christian church, ; 
in Danville, Kentucky. 
introduced by Mr. Durham ——- 2-2-2. -----5 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims Isl 


bill (H. R. No. 337) for the benefit of the trustees of the 
Baptist church of Crab Orchard, Kentucky. 
introduced by Mr. Durham „ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims............... 181 
bill (H. R. No. 345) to give the State of Kentucky concur- 
rent jurisdiction with the United States courts on 
the Government grounds near Harrodsburgh, Ken- 


tucky. 
introduced by Mr. Durham 181 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary / 181 


bill (H. R. No. 1025) for the relief of those suffering from 
the destruction of the salt-works near Manchester, 
Kentucky, pursuant to the orders of Major-General 


Carlos Buell. 
introduced by Mr. Turner 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 


bill (H. R. No. 1026) to provide for a survey of the falls of 
the Cumberland River, in Whitley County, Kentucky. 
introduced by Mr. Turnerrrrrrrr... 238 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 238 
bill (H. R. No. 1027) directing a survey of the Kentucky, 
Big Sandy, and Licking Rivers. 
introduced by Mr. Turner 233 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ..-...-....---.-- 238 
bill (H. R. No. 1030) for the relief of certain citizens of 
Cynthiana, Kentucky, whose property was destroyed 
by fire on the lith day of June, 1864. 


introduced by Mr. Carlisle 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
memorials and petitions from citizens of, for certain t- 
PAE loss A N E T 1,622,799 
Kentucky State Medical Society, petition of, for the discontin- 
nance of the tariff on quinine 
Kerchner, Gallus, bill (H. R. No. 459) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Sextonn.Ql — 12 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...........-...-. 185 
Kern County, California, board of supervisors of, resolutions of, 
relating to the desert-land ac 581, 814 
Kerrick, Mary A., bill (H. R. No. 107) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Sinnicksonnn . 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
Kessler, Israel, bill (H. R. No. 161) for the relief of. 
SntFoOduGed DY ML. WAM e cine 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims e 


KETCHAM, JOHN H., a Representative from New Lork 
r EE E A A N E 51 
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Kercuam, Joun H.—Continued. 
appointed on committeess E E RERET 
bills introduced by, viz : 
II. R. No, 1631, granting an increase of pension to William 
NMWwnn 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1632, for the relief of William M. Maynadier 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
petitions presented by, from 
Morrison, Sarah, for compensation for damages by experi- 
ieee y ssdsarsnvecessen 
Ray, Alexander, to be refunded certain taxes 
Meeds, Mrs. Eleanor N. F., for compensation for the services 
of her late husband z 
Dehon, Theodore, for payun of a war claim 
KIDDER, JEFFERSON P., a Delegate from Dakota— 
attended e „ 
appointed on committee 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 787, to nt lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, 
Idaho and Wyoming, for university purposes 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 788, to authorize the resurvey of lands where the 
surveys are fraudulent, erroneous, or obliterated, and 


H. R. No. 789, to appropriate money for the purchase of a 
law library for the Territory of Dakota 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
II. R. No. 790, to enable the people of Dakota to form a con- 
stitution and State government, and for the admission 
of the said State into the Union on an equal footing 
with the orignal States „44% 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
II. R. No. 791, to establish a land district in the Black Hills, 
in the Territory of Dakota secs s0e0ee- 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 792, to establish the Territory of Pembina, and to 
provide a temporary government therefor .......... 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
H. R. No. 1189, to extend the time one year for presentin 
the claims of Dakota volunteer forces, as examin 
and reported upon by General Hardie, under the 
special act of Congress de February 20, 1874, 
to the proper accounting oflicers for approval and pay- 
ment 444 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1190, authorizing the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of Dakota by general incorporation acts to 
pomis persons to associate themselves together as 
xlies-corporate for the transportation of freight and 
passengers by land or water 
referred to the Committee on the Judici 
H. R. No. 1191, for the relief of James E. Macklin, lieutenant 
Eleventh Infantry, United States Army. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1192, to permit any person, except when such per- 
son may have sold or assigned a “claim” upon which 
he has filed his declaration of intention, to use his 
right of e on different tracts of land until 
he shall have made final proof and payment, and to 
repeal section 2261 of the Revised Statutes.......... 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1193, to extend the jurisdiction of the district and 
circuit courts of the United States for the punishment 
of crimes over Indian reservations within the limits 
of any State or organized Territory 
referred to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws of 
the United: States 
H. R. No. 1471, to give parties-contestant time to file on or 
enter lands under the pre-emption, homestead, or tim- 
ber-culture acts after the contests shall have been 


Page. 
197 


finally decided . 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1472, for the relief of William Gemmil 359 
referred to the Committee on Military Affair s 359 
H. R. No. 1473, granting a pension to John L. Taylor 359 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 359 
H. R. No. 1740, for the relief of Henry Mehring 726 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ........... 726 
H. R. No. 1741, for the relief of Bligh E. Wood. 726 
referred to the Committee on In nnn 726 
petitions presented by, from— 
Dakota Territory, for certain post-routes.........-.. 134, 166, 282 
Wood, W. L., and others, relating to contests in timber- 
ERT EPA ee / ee et Oe 206 
Hinkley, W. C., and others, to legalize a certain survey... 548 
e Heury M., that steam-plows be placed on the free 
f... .... R 727 


Kiernan, John, bill (H. R. No, 1550) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Itne nd . 605 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 605 
Kilburn, Russell M., and John R. Stults, papers relating to the 
R oss REDEN O 727 
Kilgore, Samuel, bill (H. R. No. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan -= z 222 222s ces cee cose osso 193 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs..-.....-.....--. 193 
Kilgour, William, bill (H. R. No. 1401) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr Knapp cose scenes 357 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 357 
KILLINGER, JOHN W., a Representative from Pennsylvania 
e . gene cndecueescchcacuas suse 51 
appointed on committee 3 198 
bills introduced by, viz : 
H. R. No. 899, for the relief of William K. Verbeke....... 2 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 211 
H. R. No. 1297, for the relief of Edward H. Leib, late captain 
in the Fifth United States Cavalry. 353 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 353 
H. R. No. 1298, granting a pension to Daniel Bishop 353 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensious 353 
petitions presented by, from— 
Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania, letter-carriers of, and others, 
for an increase of salaries .........0.. 22.0 scee scenes 199 
Verbeke, William K., for payment of a war claim.. ...---. 206 
Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania, citizens of, that the petition of 
: William K. Verbeke be granted ..... -.....-....... 206 


incidental remarks b Heel ovma asis os See, Geo 
remarks by, on the joint resolution (H. R, No. 48) in relation 
to the international exposition ...................562, 563 
KIMMEL, WILLIAM, a Representative from Maryland— 
le . . 81 


spyriai e . a 198 
bill introduced by, H. R. No. 1474, further to suspend the ope- 
ration of section 5574 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, title 72, in relation to guano islands. 359 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.............. 309 
petitions presented by, from— 
Meade, Henry M.. relating to the claim of.....-........-.. 360 
Wills, Elizabeth, for compensation for the services of her 
late husbenddgdgddd [4 
Hamilton, John, for payment of a war claim. 414 
Bodine, Magdalin, for a pension. 414 
. almer, for a pension. 799 
Kincaid, Alexander, bill (H. R. No. 1007) granting a pension 
to. 
introduced by Mr. MeMahboo nn 238 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
Kinder, Jefferson, bill (H. R. No. 1054) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Robinson, of Indiana 239 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
King, J. S., petition of, for compensation for loss of private 
e / raddaa adape eaaa UO 
Kirby, Terrance, petition of, for a pension - 148 
for payment of a war claim 48, 200 


Kleingolz, desert petition of, for the correction of his military ; 


„ kaa per wicsnksacrevgaeeseucbouseaes 
Knapp, ROBERT M., a Representative from Illinois— 
atten PC emneee bb eatrarcand bulncsclasasadéa (OL 
appointed on committees... .........-. 2.2.2.2. 22 cece eeeeee-. 198 
bills introduced by, viz: ) 
H. R. No, 509, to authorize the construction of a public 
building at Quincy, Dlinois ..........-.....--....-. 186 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 187 
H. R. No. 510, granting a pension to Harris B. Lovell, late a 
private in Company C, One hundred and twenty-sec- 
ond Illinois Infantry Volunteers . q 1387 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 
H. R. No. 511, graning A pension to George W. Wright, of 
Brown County, Illinois, a soldier of the war of 1812.. 187 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 187 
H. R. No. 512, for the relief of Henry Head, of Quincy, Illi- A 
ccc / ß T NT sass be 
referred to the Committee on War Claims . 157 
H.-R. No. 513, amendatory of section 1514 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States. ũẽũͥͥK187 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ..........--. 187 
H. R. No. 514, authorizing the coining of the standard silver 
dollar, and restoring its legal-tender character . 187 
referred to the Committee on king and Currency.... 187 
H. R. No. 515, repealing certain portions of an act entitled 
“An act to provide for the resumption of specie pay- 
WON Soo AAA T Lod 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 187 
H. R. No. 872, appropriating $75,000 for repairs upon the 
Suy Cart vee, along the Mississippi River, in the 
SFr 20 
referred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees . 210 
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Kxarp, ROBERT M.— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1062, to authorize the coinage of goloid dollars 
and fractions thereof, of full equal standard value o. 
gold and silqvennrnrnrnn 2 
referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
a E ST A A L E E sae 
H. R. No. 1401, for the relief of William Kilgour and otbers, 
devisees of James E. Kilgour, executor and devisee 
of William Kilgou r 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
resolution offered by, that the President of the United States, 
by refusing the use of the Army in support of pre- 
tended governments in the States of South Carolina 
and Lonisiana, and thereby according to their people 
the right of local self-government in accordance with 
the Constitution, has faithfully performed his duty in 
that behalf, and is thereby justly entitled to the re- 
spect and coufidence of the American people 
petitions presented by, from— à 
Osborne, H. S., & Co., and others, for an investigation into 
the manner of reissue of a patent for mill apparatus.. 
Piggott, Michael, and others, for an increase of the salary 
eee niey -eas cove nent vow eapcocnc 
Illinois, citizens of, for the repeal of the resumption act... 
remarks by, on the— 
Giver OF Dusted ß, Peed see enntos de 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 17. 
Knorr, J. PROCTOR, a Representative from 
attended 
appointed on committee ss 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 325, to amend section 3369 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States . 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 326, for relief of the minors of John C. Robinson.. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 327, to repeal so much of the sixth clause of sec- 
tion 3244 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
as prohibits farmers and planters from selling leaf- 
tobacco at retail directly to consumers without the 
payment of a special tax 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 809, to reorganize the judiciary of the District of 
Columbia, and to expedite the administration of jus- 
tice in; sald Distler 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...........-.- 
II. R. No. 1021, for the relief of James C. Rush, late chaplain 
of the Ninth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1373, for reviving and continuing the court of 
commissioners of 8 claims, and for the distri- 
bution of the unappropriated moneys of the Geneva 
award 
referred to the Committee on the Judici . 
H. R. No. 1516, to remove the political disabilities of F. E. 
Shepperd, of Virginia 
trom the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed 


entucky— 


‚—ñ B[ chcꝛhũnꝛũn33õ 22 ae 


report 
by. the” House 0 e pace cscs vhtone se 
H. R. No. 1517, to remove the political disabilities of C. B. 
NOVir es I SEN OI att sete tyes cease 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed 
Uy the HOROG.. bic. T8 
H. R. No. 1518, to remove the political disabilities of John 
T. Tucker, of the District of Columbia ............. 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed 
by the House sipu 00000 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.. .... 
H. R. No. 1519, to remove the political disabilities of W. E. 
Wyahani; of Maryland epora uns esada Sapas 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed 
r e 


referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.. .... 
H. R. No. 1520, to remove the 8 disabilities of George 
P. Turner, of Courtland, Alabama 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed 
Dy GO ass 8 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. No. 1746, for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck 
of the United States steamer Huron, and for other 


=... ꝶ —ꝶů:ä1 G .:tf̃:g eee esns suss eee eee ee we „„„%é! 


motion made by, to adjourn... ... s. sorso cc 220. sr eses rder ee 
petitions presented by, from— 

Page, Francis A., for compensation as messenger 
Bowling, J. W., and J.S. Golladay, for payment for whisky 


libeled and sold to the Government! 
VI——64 
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Knorr, J. PROCTOR— Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 


Haycroft, Samuel, for payment of a war claim 221 
Satfell, James, for payment of a war claim 22¹ 
Summers, F. K., for compensation for carrying the mails... 360 
Elliott, John J., and others, for pay for horses lost 443 
incidental remarks by....-........... 132, 133, 306, 458, 545, 546, 548 

remarks by, on the— 
ING Ol NORE Co SENCAS EAA EELEE N AA AARAA PEAT 346 


ill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers 


by the 
wreck of the United States steamer Huron. . 606, 807 


Knower, Daniel, and others, petition of, for an additional appro- 


808 


priation for erecting a statue to Major André........ 244 
Koeninger, Anna, bill (H. R. No. 477) granting a pension to. 
introduced by My Haan .ci sew ee acy cntere AES T: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 185 
*Kosohinck, Herman, petition of, that additional interest be 
allowed upon the award of Alabama claims 134 
Kranz, John A., petition of, for payment of a war claim. 206 
Kuhlmann, Johanna, petition of, for a pension. 206 
L. 
Laborers and mechanics on the new War Office, petition of, re- 
lating to hours of labor 4 243 
Laboring classes, bill (H. R. No. 241) to aid manufacturing, 
mining, and railroad companies in protecting the 
earnings of the. 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Georgia. 177 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 177 
Lacey, Moses, bill (H. R. No. 1628) for relief of. 
introduced: by Mr. Tucker : 609 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 609 
Lachman, Mrs. Martha, petition of, for compensation for serv- 
TORR STL AEE ts rA see teeters sta ccipes's 799 
Ladd, Charles H., papers relating to the war claim of. 386 
Ladd, Moses, and John L. Williams, bill (H. R. No. 1136) author- 
izing the adjustment of the claims of. 
e by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin ................ 250 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 250 
papers relating to the claims of .........-...----...-------- 361 
La Grange Synodical College, papers relating to war claim of.. 263 
Lakin, Benjamin D., petition of, for a refund of certain money. 221 
bill (H. R. No. 1003) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Gardner 4 „„„ð 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
Lamb, William, petition of, for a pension 227 
bill (H. R. No. 843) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Joyce. ....---- -------- +--+ 2 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 209 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, citizens of, petition of, for an increase 
in the salaries of letter-carriers......-...-...----.-- 134 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, citizens of, petition of, relat- 
10g: PO TOO COLTENOY, = ow pe nene sennrs.seaviensces nose 221 
Land claims, bill (H. R. No. 1090) to amend an act for final 
adjustment in certain States of. 
jutroduced dme 240 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 240 
Land entries, bill (H. R. No. 1471) concerning. 
inttoduced: Dy Mr; Ne monecapebecteséssecm VOOR 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 359 
Land scrip, bill (H. R. No. 981) concerning assigument of cer- 
tain. 
Aitrod ned Hy MY. Eales. on acter ansaccnnodcecteck=neseaeen 237 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 237 
bill (H. R. No. 1091) concerning location of certain. 
antroduced by Mr; te CTO 240 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 240 
Land sold for direct taxes, bill (H. R. No. 233) for the relief of 
owners of, 
introduced by Miro e 177 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary -.......--...--.. 177 
LANDERS, GEORGE M., a Representative from Connecticut 
eee d peptaptvawce 50 
appointed on committees ........---- s.-s 22. 20+ esen eee 197, 198 
leave of absence granted too 220, 727 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 37, for the relief of S. M. Norton, of Bristol, Con- 
ef sucess eboeaces chy secede 170 
referred to the Committee of Claims ..-........-.. 10 
II. R. No. 1279, authorizing binding of documents for mem- 
bers ot Con grees ian. poucet suss trance eros snc yosace 353 
referred to the Committee on Printing 353 
reported back, amended, and passed by the House 720 
petitions presented by, from— ; 
Spindler, George, and others, for an increase of the salaries 
eee acer suas, D, 
Morton, B. M., to be reimbursed moneys paid on postal 
SHGG ̃ ˙oↄꝛↄↄ :::.. 22 
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Tongiand, John, bill (H. R. No. 1434) granting a pension to. 


introduced by Mr. Stone, of Michigan.....-.....--...--.. 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.........-..- 358 
papers relating to the petition of, for a pension 302 
Langston, Emmett, bill (H. R. No. 1057) restoring, to the pen- 
sion-roll. 
introduced by Mr. Robinson, of Indiana 239 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
L’Anse and Vieux de Sert Indians, bill (II. R. No. 1763) for the 
3 of unexpended moneys appropriated to 
RE d by eee ILT LATAAT 811 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs -000-000 8il 
TA 3 G., a Representative from New IS 
ASttendsk T 


appointed on committees - 
leave of absence granted to 
bills introduced by, viz 

H. R. No. 88, for the relief of Alonzo Snyder, of Livingston 


County, New Oly seco ea eaea ea eevee pees 172 
referred to the Committee of Claim 172 
H. R. No. 89, for the relief of Nancy A. Herrick, cf Roches- 
ter, Now ORK r rp eerde r 172 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 172 
H. R. No. 90, granting a pension to Susan A. Heazlit, aunt 
of George W. Heazlit, a deceased soldier 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
H. R. No. 91, granting a pension to William H. Gould, a pri- 
Wate 1 CUOMO Water cede che coos pean T Na 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 


H. R. No, 92, for the relief of Lewis E. Winans, late a private 


in Compa any C, Fourth New York Heavy Artillery. 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
H. R. No. 93, granting a pension to Elizabeth Reese, widow 
of John Reese, a deceased soldier 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
H. R. No. 94 gran ting a pension to Elizabeth Page, widow 
of Elip et Page, a soldier in the war of 18122. . 172 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions ... 172 
H. R. No. 95, granting a pension to Nathan Dickerson, a 
soldier in the war of 1812 2 172 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 172 


H.R. No. 836, re-establishing the court of commissioners of 
Alabama claims, and for the distribution of the unap- 
propriated moneys of the Geneva award 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.. 


H. R. No. 837, granting a pension to William R. Browne... 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 209 
H. R. No. 1294, granting a pension to George Young, late a 
private in RREA F, Fifth United States Artillery.. 353 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 353 
H. R. No. 1295, > deaienening che time for the annual meeting 
of the Congress of the United States 2 353 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary - 353 
joint resolutions introduced by— 
H. R. No. 41, providing for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States 353 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .......--.... 
H. R. No. 42, proposing an amendment to the Constitution 


of the United States sees 353 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 353 
petitions presented by, from— 
Herrick, Nancy A., for a land patent 302 
Snyder, ’ Alonzo, fir welled R ee e 327 
Page, Elizabeth, for a pension. 622 


incidental remarks NY cee knemevexsasss pean T ATA ore 
remarks by, on the— 


Colorado contested-election cage... 143, 144 
3813 I A e, DED N E ANETA ETA SAET TAIL IE 
ill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the eon 5 of the resump- 
tion net. [See Appendix 13] 

Larman, John Q., and stink bill (Tl. R. No. 1510) for relief of. 
introduced by Mir Hand 424 
referred to the Committee of Claim. 424 

Larnes, John, bill (H. R. No. 864) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmorton ........ .---- „ 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 

Latham, Obadiah B. and Oliver S., bill (H. R. No. 1290) for the 

relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Camp 53 
referred to the Comnieeos r IETT 353 

Lathrop, Rev. Erastus, bill (H. R. No. 525) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell „ 187 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 187 

LATHROP, WILLIAM, a Representative from Ilinois— 
gat! T 51 
appointed on committees .. 2.2. 6.22. cece ee ewww ne nce ene cone 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 1072, granting a pension to Edward Adams 240 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 240 


LATHROP, WILLIAM— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 1073, to amend title 37 of the Revised Statutes, 
and to rovide for free coinage of silver and restore 
its legal-tender quality 

referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 
MSIs ahs PCLT RCT Ee PRE AE EEE 

H. R. No. 1490, to fix the time within which an action for 
the infringement of a patent or trade-mark may be 
OOMMONCON Sonos T—?::ͤ 


Latrobe, Mayor F. C., and rg petition of, for an increase 
of the salaries of letter- carriers ..-..-+. 
Lavenburg, Jackson, bill (H. R. No. 823) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Pollard —ꝛ 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
Lawall, Philip, bill (H. R. No. 1309) for the relief of legal rep- 
resentatives of. 


introduced) by: Air R,, coe see ea ae 354 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 354 
n ke L., bill (H. R. No. 524) granting a pension 
O Nier F anrr ˙ 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 137 
Lawrenson, James, and others, trustees, petition of, for ee 
mission to transfer certain real estate. 244 
Lea, Pryor N., bill (H. R. No. 1713) for relief of. 
introduced Dy hs E S ate ores e 725 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 725 
papers relating to the war claim off 1 
Leaf-tobacco, bill (H. R. No. 223) authorizing sale of, ‘without 
payment of tax. 
introduced by Mr. Robbins VONESE: 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.. 1 
bill (H. eo No, 233) to allow sale of, by planters without spe- 
ial tax. 
n FEC „ 
referred to the Committee of Ways aud Means.. ENIR 177 
bill (H. 7 ai 327) for selling to consumers without payment 
of tax. 
jniroduced by ME ett — 160 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Meaus 180 
” bill (H. R. No: 398) authorizing sale of, in limited quantities. 
Introduced! by Bis nnn 183 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 183 
bill (H. R. No, 401) to allow producers of, to sell the same by 
retail free of tax. 
introduced: by Bir. UNDO sonan waavae cance a e anA a 183 
referred to tho Committee of Ways and Means 183 
bill (H. R. No, 1061) concerning section 3244 of Revised Stat- 
utes relating to sale of. 
introduced by Mr. Townshend, Inos 239 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 239 
bill (H. R. No. 1421) concerning the selling of. 
introduced by Mr. Rea Saath tenet AOA 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means......... ide (SOE: 
Leafy, riogat, bill (H. R. No. 1646) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Pugh... .----------------- e222 ++ 722 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.....-........ 722 
Leavenworth, Kansas, bill (H. R. No. 753) to prov ide for a Gov- 
ernment bunina at. 
dntrodused' hlt 196 
referred to the Committe on Public Bnildings and Grounds. 196 


letter-carriers of, Laced of, for an increase of salaries.. ..134, 166 
Leaves of absence granted to— 


MN ANRC cee hoses On re eh oat ENCA TO TESE LIE AN O A 520 
BUTCH ES EASAN A AAIE LOT E EA E 633, 727 
WEBI Ucteap cee tas eepe EES ENT T eee AA AAO EDE DO 232 
Pikor OE NOW XO aaao aeae ya N AEA ORENA A 205 
OO aeons I cone ES ERTEN EAI L TT T 243, 559 
i PEP PPO TAAT IS E LI S IN SET T 633 
/ RERE D ESEA A] bien S ENEA SE 633 
C0000 VCC 164 
r ETT E A ARA o PT E L a A A EEA 727 
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Leaves of absence granted to—Continued. Lee, Franklin and Charles F., bill (H. R. No. 1284) for the relief 
e cases . 243 of. 
WALTON (25 suc sannce aoe I bean aeiesp ache guames suse onan 360] introduced by Mr. Lockwood ꝛ—ꝛ̃-w̃ „„ 353 
Davis, of North Carolina 633, 727 referred to the Committee of Claims 353 
vi Lee, George H; bill (H. R. No. 871) for the relief of the estate 
of. 
introduced by Mr. Muldrow..-~.. .----- 22-2. ---20. 2220-200 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 210 
Leflore, Greenwood, bill (H. R. No. 1254) for the relief of the ex- 
ecutors of. à} 
introduced by Mr. Money wens 33 355 
referred to the Committee of Claims 355 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 726 
Legal disabilities of women, bill (H. R. No. 1077) to relieve 
e. 
introduced by Mr. Glover savissesr 1240 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........-....... 240 
Legal rate of interest, bill (H. R. No. 444) to fix the. 
introduced by Mr. Hunter 184 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Carrency..-....... 184 
Legal-tender notes redeemable in coin, bill (H. R. No. 1231) to 
authorize the issue of. 
G70 a a atees a4 ademas awem hse anehns eos eecaERe 633 | introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana. 281 
CCCCUFVVVFFFVUCVCVVTVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVTT—T—T—T—T—T—T—T—T—T—TV—VV 633 referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 281 
r pa R A E N S ES A TA 220,727 | Legal terms, bill (H. R. No. 1749) to defino the meaning of cer- 
Lapham. -uss cave cons Nonysa $eieacadtesdsesh=wastanes 164, 727 tain. 
rc c E S cneses A R 810 
aa AE cons cea) cacabeweeecahowUnsisusepwes -... 633| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............ «---- 810 
Mayhaammnmnmmm 3 9727 Leib, Edward II., bill (H. R. No. 1297) for the relief of. 
McCook ...... 2 ĩ ͤ dT 232| introduced by Mr. Killinger 22-2. naene see 35 
E E (ccc nse cp . 633 | referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 353 
Motala anean corpses boccsvisesponcos APNEA AREAS 633 | Leitensdorfer, Engene, bill (H. R. No. 1083) for the relief of. 
MtGHOl tec SS T seeerwacbesrcotan. twenauecdad 633 introduced by A aa E SE S E IEE I IS ESN S TA 240 
r 360 | referred to the Committee of Claims - 240 
Morse . 633 | Leland, Emily, bill (H. R. No. 261) for the relief of. 
Anl. A I scaiawactaednccdes A \siniManemt ede antes A T 178 
NGAL sm sclocss tsa0 coho op anos we 3h eas rice ana ceases eset Oe referred to the Committee on War Claims 178 
Overton. ..-.. 2.2. 2..---2.22---+------ 243 | LEONARD, JOHN E., a Representative from Louisiana 
Falls 88 a E I FPR E E E E S IS O A 51 
Sl ernennt x 198 
S F e / ²˙ !A v seccls sca 633 
Rely. cccssteceswsceek sp EAPO RE ISSF S RN 164| bills introduced by, viz: à 
Rice, of Massachusetts . 633 H. R. No. 282, prescribing the form of credentials of Repre- 
Rice, of Ohio ONA S E A AN cash NAN 633 sentatives-elect, and directing the manner in which 
NR PPE EEE Pe HA Li eA the roll of the House of Representatives shall be pre- 
Sexton .....- 232, 472 ccc e 179 
Sinnickson 232, 633 referred to the Committeé on Rules 179 
Smalls .. 164 reported back and referred to the Committee of Elections. 253 
Sparks.. 633 H. No. 283, to remove the disabilities imposed by the 
Starin....... 164 third section of the fourteenth article of the amend- 
R C LEEI EN ra OSS gS pee Re (((( ment of the Constitution of the United States 179 
Stone, of Michigan 632 referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.. --.i..-5--2. 179 
Townsend, of New Lor KK -- 183, 559 H. R. No. 284, repealing section 1756 of the Revised Stat- 
A ⁵¼-U':᷑¼— ̃ ]ĩᷣͤ ß 7·˙³·¹» «Ü. utes of the United States and prescribing an official 
rr O von tess EE Poe 77. panaid alesse e PA SENNY 179 
1 ͤ ͤ ͤ ͤ KV en aaa Poe aaae A GINS: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary p 179 
Ill // ecu A God H. R. No. 285, authorizing the erection of a public building 
Ware 22 at Shreveport, Louisiana. 179 
White, of Pennsylvania. 633 referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 179 
Wine 9 H. R. No. 286, to authorize the North Louisiana Railroad 
Willidnis< of denne cacccasconckpcucbbenccoud 232 Company to construct a bridge over the Ouachita 
Williams, of Now Tork 633 River at or near Monroe, Louisiana, and a bridge over 
8 AAC ota E S KAV GSS the Red River at or near Shreveport, Louisiaua 179 
Lebon, Mary L., petition of, for a pension. 302 referred to the Committee on Commerce 179 
Lebow, Mary J., bill (H. R. No. 584) for the relief of. H. R. No. 983, to create a lien in favor of material men and 
introduced by Mr. Morgan 189 others for supplies, materials, and repairs furnished 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 189 to a vessel in her home port, and to make the laws 
Ledyard Monument Association, bill (H. R. No. 1278) donating on that subject uniform throughout the United 
condemned cannon and balls to the. SG%%ͤͥ AAAVVVVGGGGGTGVTVTVTVTVTVTGTGTbTTbTbTGTGTCT(TCTGTGTGTGTGTGTGT(TſTGTGTGTCTCTTT—T 237 
introduced by Mr. Wait 77S auancisetueedsiasre 353 referred to the Committee on Commerce oi 287 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 353 H. R. No. 1360, fixing the salaries of the judges of the dis- 
Lee, Abel, heirs of, and others, papers relating to the claims of, trict courts of the United States 355 
for damages from Indian depredations.......-..-.... 327 referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. az 355 
Lee, A. Gates, bill 05 R. No. 319) for the relief of. resolutions offered by 
introduced by Mr. Boone „ö. 180 that the claims of J. B. Elam and George L. Smith to a seat 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 180 in this House from the fourth congressional district 
papers relating to war claims f.. 243 of the State of Lonisiana, be referred to the Commit- 
Lee, Albert, Miller, bill (H. R. No. 1638) to remove the political tee of Elections, with instructions to report without 
disabilities of. delay who is prima facie entitled to a seat. 
introduced by Mr. Mills.....-......-... 3 721 ee 72725 ĩ S NE E AE SE 74-76,85-89 
passed DF the House. Ses o.oo. ect sen bronu uaes 721 substitute offered by Mr. Gibson, discussed and agreed to .85-89 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.......... 730 resolution, as amended, adopteee l 89 
Lee, Beaufort C., Doorkeepers’ department, payment off. 372 that George L. Smith, claiminga seat from the fourth district 
Lee, Charles, petition of, for additional compensation for serv- of Louisiana, and C. E. Nash, claiming a seat from 
i777 sy eps 0/0 ᷣdéàuʒ 8 510 the sixth district of said State, be allowed sixty days 
Lee, F. A., petition of, for payment of a war claim - 543 within which to file notice of contest and take testi- 
bill (H. R. No. 1686) for relief of. mony. Considered and adopted. 92 


introduced by Mr. Atkins B24 petition presented by, from John Osborne, for payment of a 
referred to the Committee on War Claims TA r A ER E A S E 443 
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Page. 
LEONARD, JOHN E.—Continued. 
remarks by, on the— 
Louisiana contested-election case, fourth district.......... 74, 
75,76, 85, 86, 88 
e EEE E S T S 86, 253 


uisiana contested-election case, sixth district... 0, 92 
bill (H. R. No. 282) prescribing the form of credentials of 
members of Congress. 

i 263, 264 


nal explanation 
Din (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 


l year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 583 
Lep Emile, age relating to war claim of ........-.....- 200 
Lester, Daniel, bill (H. R. No. 1507) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan .... 2. --~ <2... 2-20 seee cnenceccess 424 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions + 424 
Lett, William, bill (H. R. No. 1420) granting a pension to. 
introduced by: Mr: Rewiis isos ss ie os cbccss cans daeet cuties 357 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 
Letter-carriers, petitions asking for an increase of the salaries 
from citizens of— 
eee . A EE AT 
r EE AR EE E N EE 134, 166 
Delaware AT A A TRR OT TI TTUT 8 234 
District or Columbla i223 eect beck cece kokau disse 234 
Georgi 133 
uind deus 56, 134, 148, 165, 200, 263 
mae cast nue sdsueushdsveceds K , 199 
2 ĩ ͤ ͤÄ„-tsꝰ?ñß ß . 133, 148, 199, 234 
zer TTT ces 134, 166 


bill (H. R. No. 903) to fix the pay of. 


introduced by Mr. Ban ning 5 33 223 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 223 
Levis, Brinton, petition of, for a pension 5 927. 
Lewis, Abel M., bill (H. R. No. 479) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hanna sti ERE ERANI ESE N TOE 188 
referred to the Committee of Claims 185 
Lewis, William L., bill (H. R. No. 164) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh.-.........-..---- i 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 174 
Lewkowitz, Isador, pa ill to ue 1 gee of 8 569 
Lexi North Carolina, bi . 0. to provide pay- 
3 for the court-house at. ii 
introduced by Mr. Scales Sania waawvestaeevar cake 3 176 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 176, 256 
Licorice, &e., bill (H. R. No. 182) to authorize the transfer of, 
to factories free of duty. 
introduced: by Mr. Cabell . sse 2 %%ĩõ„%≅±' 75 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 175 
Liens for supplies and repairs of vessels, bill (H. R. No. 266) to 
crea 
introduced by Mr. Ellis cscs cesnchues dneh s ede kanonan 178 
referred to the Committee on the J 8 8 178 
Liens of judgments, bill (H. R. No. 1400) to define the, in United 
States courts. 
introduced by Mr. Tipton..........-.--.-+.- sed cass adubvees 357 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... 357 
LIGON, ROBERT F., a Representative from bama— 
Aten F 51 
appointed on committees . 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 258, to repeal sections 820 and 821 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to grand and petit jurors 178 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............ 178 
H. R. No. 1215, making an appropriation of $250,000 for the 
improvement of Coosa River, between the junction of 
the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers and the point where 
the Selma, Rome and Dalton Railroad crosses said 
river, in the State of Alabamſn aK 253 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ............---- 253 


Lincoln County, Missouri, farmers of, petition of, relating to 
the currency 

Lincoln Territory, bill (H. R. No. 1182) to establish and provide 
a tem government therefor, 


introduced by Mr. Welcdjßß 251 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 251 
Lindsay, James, bill (H. R. No. 1595) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Metcalf,ſ 22-2. 2-0 pyres 603 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 608 
Lindsay, Robert L., bill (H. R. No. 1415) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hateher aeaaea a 357 
referred to the Committee of Claim 357 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 720 
motion withdrawing the papers oꝶfſfſ tt... - 360 
LINDSEY; STEPHEN D., a Representative from Maine— 
CE arose eng OSE N EITS aa er eee er ey 50 
sprained Gn! ost babes ope Se eee erate 197 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 8, for the relief of Othniel 
P. Hollis, of the Soldiers’ Home, Augusta, Maine... 169 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 169 
petitions 8 by, from 
Hartwell, Elizabeth H., for an increase of pension 199 
Records, Fannie E., for a pension 200 
Linn, James H., bill (H. R. No. 1068) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell. -s.-s 0.222222. >22m00 cone coeees 240 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 240 
Little Kanawha River, in West Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 761) to 
authorize further appropriation for improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Wilson 196 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 196 
Little River, Arkansas, bill (H. R. No. 1098) making appropria- 
tion for the improvement of, 
introduced by Mr. Slemons-...... .-......200 .Q ene 248 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ..-...---- 248 
Little Traverse, Michigan, citizens of, petition of, for the con- 
struction of a light-honse at Little Traverse Harbor. 569 
Little Traverse Bay, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 647) authorizing 
construction of a light-house at. 
introduced by Mr. Ellswort gg. 192 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 192 
Lively, E. H., petition of, for relief. .. 234 
bill (H. R. No. 184) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Goodꝶꝶꝶꝶꝶmꝶ̃tʒ. . 175 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 175 
Livingston, Anne C., petition of, for 123 of a war claim.. 548 
Lockwood, Chauncey M., bill (H. R. No. 773) for the relief of 
the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Weleh .... 2.040225 zistas tees cece cecens 196 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.... 196 
LOCKWOOD, DANIEL N., a Representative from New York— 
attended 3 WW aa kdd Sopa esesty 51 
sppointed on committees........... c 197, 198 
pills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1283, for the relief of James Gilbert 353 
referred to the Committee of Claims 353 
H. R. No. 1284, for the relief of Franklin Lee and Charles 
Dung Uà Sca 353 
referred to the Committee of Claims 353 
H. R. No. 1285, for the relief of Arabella Riley, executrix of 
the late Brevet Brigadier-General Bennett Riley. 353 
referred to the Committee of Claims. . 353 
H. R. No. 1568, in relation to docketing judgments recov- 
ered in the courts of the United States to make them 
@ lion on real estate... 6.2 2... e. ese ene ess nes cece 606 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar gg 606 
H. R. No. 1569, for the relief of Phæœbe Meech ............ 606 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 606 
petitions presented by, from— 
New York, for a t-route from Eden Center to Wood- 
Wards Holle — 166 
Boyle, Patrick, and others, for an increase of the salaries of 
err 9 166 
Dann, E. S., and others, for an increase of the salaries of 
letter-carriers istes bi ooaevavwscts eeso enod aaan 166 
Buffalo, New York, Board of Trade of, for the improvement 
of the Detroit River „ 360 
Buffalo, New York, citizens of, relating to the currency.... 360 
Western New York, citizens of, relating to the currency. 443 
Long, Dr. John H., bill (H. R. No. 838) for the relief of. 
introduced. by Mr. Baker, of Indiana. : 209 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 209 
Longfellow, Henry W., and others, petition of, for aid to Mrs. 
Maren 133 
Longnecker, William, bill (H. R. No. 1501) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher w q 424 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 424 
Looper, John, bill (H. R. No. 1685) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle ee ee ee ee ee 75724 
referred to the Committee ən Invalid Pensions. . 724 
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LorinG, GEORGE B., a Representative from Massachusetts 
SMGNGOE coe cows snus docs tend wack dase bene teWhansealiwesatNe 
ap 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 25, to provide uniform certificates of election of 


members of Congress 170 
referred to the Committee of Elections 170 

- H. R. No. 26, to apply the proceeds of sales of public lands 

to the education of t 8 for the encourage- 

ment and support of colleges for the advancement o 

agriculture and the mechanic arts 3 170 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 170 

H. R. No. 27, . a pension to Thomas S. Peterzon, of 
Salem, x County, Massachusetts. 170 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 170 

H. R. No. 28, for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas Fouquet 
and Marc Antoine Fouquet. 170 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary-.........--. 170 

H. R. No. 1267, to aid in the establishment of additional 

telegraphic communication between the United States 
and Europe, and for other purposes . 352 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 352 

H. R. No. 1 757 authorizing the construction of a light-house 
on Half-Way Rock, on the coast of Massachusetts 352 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 352 

petitions presented by, from— 

Stocker, E. A., and others, for an increase of the salaries of 
... ᷣ EE ESEN H PA S 148 

Reed, R. B., and others, for an increase of the salaries of 
Seer ð 0 148 

Marston, Mary Jane, and others, to be paid the amount due 

Nicholas and Mare Fouquet for revolutionary serv- 
10GB aasaran sacscs . 2 R ERE 252, 816 
incidental remarks by zís ssri „„ „6 „4444444 55, 231 


remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the act to provide for the resumption of spe- 
cio payments 500, 501, 502, 503, 504 
Louisa Fork of Sandy River, bill (H. R. No. 949) for the im- 
provement of the. 
introduced by Mr. Pridemore .... +... ..+-.2 .2-2<+ seeeee cone 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Louisiana, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Randall Lee Gibson, E. John 
Ellis, Chester B. Darrall, ro B. Elam, John Ed- 
ward Leonard, Edward White Robertson ........... 51, 69 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 269) to ratify and confirm the orders, decrees, 
aud judgments of the provisional court of the United 
States for the State of Lonisiana. 
introduced by Mr. Ellis 24. sens cess upe econ ces $ 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............. 
bill (H. R. No. 273) for the relief of the State National Bank 
of Louisiana, successor to the Louisiana State Bank 
of New Orleans. 
introduced by Mr. Ellis „„ „6 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
bill (H. R. No. 278) to amend the act entitled “An act to en- 
courage the establishment of public marine schools,” 
8 June 20, 1874, so as to extend it to the ports 
of Wilmington, Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, New 
Orleans, and Galveston. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs ..........-.. 
bill (H. R. No. 279) to authorize the Louisiana and Texas 
Railroad to relinquish its title to certain lands in the 
State of Louisiana. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson sios saab 022002222200 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (H. R. No. 281) to defray the 5 of the mint and 


178 
178 


178 
178 


178 
178 


178 
178 


assay office at New Orleans, Louisiana, and making 

an appropriation therefor. 
introdu Dy Mar; Gibsons. 5.5. cclesnconcewsb convwsce 178 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations .....-..... 178 


bill (H. R. No. 285) authorizing the erection of a public 
building at Shreveport, Louisiana. 
introduced by Mr. Leonard 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
bill (H. R. No. 286) to anthorize the North Louisiana Rail- 
road Company to construct a bridge over the Ouachita 
River at or near Monroe, Louisiana, and a bridge over 
the Red River at or near Shreveport, Louisiana. 
introduced by Mr. Leonard 


bill (H. R. No. 287) to change the name of the port of entry 


179 
179 


179 
179 


of the district of the Têche, in Louisiana, from Bra- 
shear to Morgan og 
introduced by Mr. Darrall.... 1.2 2.0.2.2 ccn bee cone cece 179 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 17 


9 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House. . 810, 811 


Louisiana, the State of 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 288) making an pe phy vem of $40,000 to 
the 


enable the Commissioner General Land Office 
to comply with the act of July 4, 1876, restoring to 
market the public lands in the States of Mississippi, 
Alabama, Florida, and Louisiana. 


introduced by Mr. Darrall........--......- . 179 
referred to the Committee on Appropria tions 179 
bill (H. R. No. 289) appropriating the sum of $3,000,000 for 
the purpose of repairing and in part rebuilding the 
levees of the Mississippi River, providing for its ex- 
penditare, and for other purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Darrall........-.-.--.-.--.-s-- 3 179 
referred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees .... 179 
bill (H. R. No. 290) to relieve Morgan’s Louisiana and Texas 
Railroad, formerly the New Orleans, Opelousas and 
Great Western Railroad, from certain conditions im- 
Res the act of June 3, 1856, chapter 42, sec- 
tion 
introduced by Mr. Darralllll . 179 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 179 
bill RE No. 984) for the removal of obstructions in Red 
iver. 
introduced by Mr. Elam 4 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce................ 237 
bill (H. R. No. 985) for the removal of obstructions to the 
navigation of Red River. - 
introduced by Mr. Elam ..... 2.221... sees cowees sss cscs 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.........--..... 237 
bill (H. R. No. 987) making an appropriation for removal of 
obstructions to navigation in the Calcasieu River, in 
the State of Louisiana. 
introduced by Mr. Darrall.... ....-..--22+..-2-+ s22+ 200 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 237 
bill (H. R. No. 1206) for the relief of the Touro almshouse 
in New Orleans. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson A EE S 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 253 
bill (H. R. No. 1351) to stop the Bonnet Carré crevasse in 
the Mississippi River, above the city of New Orleans, 
in the State of Louisiana. 
introduced by Mr. Hooker 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 355 
bill (H. R. No. 1355) making an appropriation for the im- 
provementof the mouth of the River in Louisiana. 
introduced by Mr. Ellis c2- se ssee caceeceeees 355 
referred to Committee on Commerce 355 
bill (H. R. No. 1358) to repeal the twenty-second section of 
the act to incorporate the Texas Pacific. Railroad 
Company, and to declare the rights and privileges 
and lands granted in said section tothe New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge and Vicksburgh Railroad Company for- 
feited, and that thesaid section be re-enacted in favor 
of the New Orleans Pacific Railway Company. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson ...... 22.2.2 500205 so- wees nee 355 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 355 
bill (H. R. No. 1530) appropriating $7,500 to reimburse cer- 
tain citizens of Louisiana who advanced this amount 
to the Government work on Tones Bayou. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson. 582 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations... ........ 582 
memorials and petitions from citizens of— 
for certain post- routes 199, 243, 386, 727, 799 
for a grant of land to certain railwWaꝶ 282 
for a land grant to certain railroad ..............---.-..-. 339 
Union Bank of, petition of, to be reimbursed certain money. 199 
Louisiana and Texas Railroad, bill (H. R. No. 279) to authorize 
on to relinquish its title to certain lands in Lou- 
isiant. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson EFE ETA 178 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands 178 
Louisville, Kentucky, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an in- 
Lovell, Haris B., bill (H. K. No. 610) granting 8 Penslen u 5 
vell, Harris B., bi a 0. granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Knapp 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 
Lovenburg, Jackson, papers relating to the petition of, for 
a es a eins en seevicshavosctpieasViopes 8 327 
Lovett, E. B., and others, papers relating to the war claims of. 360 
Lowell, Massachusetts, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, 
VVV m 
wry, Thomas, 3 0. granting a pension to, 
introduced by Mr. Shallenberger ..........----- . 372 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 372 
Ludington, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 1768) for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor at. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell .... 2... 2.2.2. 2220 cons ... 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce K 81¹ 
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Page. 
Luff, John S., bill (II. R. No. 901) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wien m 211 
referred to the Committee of Claim 211 
Luke, Charles A., bill (H. R. No. 1194) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona. „„ 252 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............... 252 
Luther, Sidney P., bill (H. R. No. 917) for the relief of. 
introduced by TTF 235 
referred to the Committee of Claims - 235 
Luther, Sidney P., and Isaiah H. Pickard, papers relating to 
the claims Of LOR XOHBL.. <4 ee 
LUTTRELL, JOHN K., a Representative from California— 
/ A O N hme EP REN ses 51 
inted on Committees... ---..----+ ceeeee ennenen mena 197, 198 


bilis introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 721, to appropriate money for the “completion of 
the stone dry-dock and other public works at Mare 


Island navy-yard, California........---..-.+-.+---. 195 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations.. . . 195 
H. R. No. 722, granting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 
ors of the war of 1846 with Mexico, and the widows 
of deceased soldiers and Sailors 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
H. R. No. 723, to grant the State of California the sixteenth 
and thirty-sixth sections of all mineral lauds belong- 
ing to the United States in the State of California for 
common-school purposes . . 44 195 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 195 
H. R. No. 724, for the relief of Eva Vansant, Henry Carle- 
ton, and Maud Carleton, children of General James 
n sade cwidcesdvienshnasisede.d ives 195 
referred to the Committee of Claims...-.- e 195 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims. e 373 
HI. R. No. 725, authorizing payments for import duties to be 
made in legal-tenders or national-bank notes... ~... 195 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 195 
H. R. No. 726, granting a pension to Mrs. T. C. Watson . 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
II. R. po 879, repealing the duty on in-sacks and bag- 
used for one cotton, and wool, and all burlaps 
MANUF OO, a . <enevesasen 210 
8 to the Committee of Ways and Means — — 210 
II. R. No. 880, to appropriate money to improve the naviga- 
tion of the 8 SC KA 210 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 210 
H. R. No. 881, to appropriate money for the improvement of 
the EROA of Feather River, California. 210 
referred to the Committee on Commer ck 210 
H. R. No. 882, for the pardon of certain deserters from the 
United States Army in 1848 -..5.... 210 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 0 
H. R. No. 883, granting a pension to George Huston 211 
referred to the, Committee on Invalid Pensions 211 
H. R. No. 1150, to amend section 2403 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States 250 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands ...........-. 250 
H. R. No. 1151, to amend the Revised Statutes of the rer 
e onk sen ehidaswenbsadseacen ten 250 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 250 
H. R. No. 1152, relating to proceeds of captured and aban- 
doned property in the Treasury of the United States. 250 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 250 
H. R. No. 1153, to encourage the introduction of a supply of 
fresh water on the desert west of Fort Tuma 250 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 250 
H. R. No. 1457, to appropriate money for the completion and 
improvement of the Benecia Arsenal, California. 359 


refe to the Committee on Appropriations sevbdeddacds 359 
H. R. No. 1621, to appropriate money for the survey of pub- 
lic lands and for salaries of employés in the office of 
the United States surveyor-gen for California... 609 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations - 609 
H. R. No. 1622, to admit free of duty steam-plow machinery 
adapted to the cultivation of the soil. 609 
Eee Rest to the Committee of Ways and Means... 609 
H. R. No. 1730, for the relief of the settlers on the Sosool 
tract of land, in Solano County, California 725 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 725 
H. R. No. 1731, for the relief of James E. Barnes and eleven 
others, citizens of the State of California 725 
referred to the Committee on Public Lauds 7 
H. R. No, 1732, for the relief of A. P. Jackson and others.. 726 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands 726 
H. R. No. 1733, for the relief of Nicholas Marque 726 
referred to the Committee on Public nl 726 
motions made by, to— 
aer son. secs se oh pa 0 56, 215, 327, 548 
* the papers of— 
. ⁰ 
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LUTTRELL, JOHN K.—Continued. 
motions made by, to— 
withdraw the papers of— 
Martin: i a 
William. H. Dee e ee 
resolutions offered by 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed to ex- 
amine into the charges made against the management 
of the navy-yard at Mare Island, California; that 
all papers and testimony referring thereto be re- 
ferred to said committee, and that said committee 
report to the House u the question of the neces- 
sity or advisability of the appointment of a com- 
mittee to investigate and report upon the same. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
that all persons who were discharged from the soldiers’ roll 
by the Doorkeeper of the House of N 
since November 1, 1877, be allowed one month’s 
in order that they may be enabled to reach t 22 
homes. Referred to the Committee of Accounts 
petitions presented by, from 
Sutter, John A., for compensation for land and live stock.. 
California, for a post- route from Suisun City to Colliersville. 
Woolf, D. B., and others, for the establishment of co r 
savings-banks z 
Kern County, California, board of supervisors of, relating 
to the desert-land ac 581, 
San Francisco, California, board of supervisors of, and others, 
for the erection of a post-ofiice building... e 
incidental remarks b yůyꝶhũ e 581, (07, 814 
remarks by, on the 
California contested-election case, fourth district... 92, 93 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for tho support 
of the any, for the fiscal year ending June 30,1878.. 298 
joint resolution, H. R. No. 48, in elation tothe international 
exposition .. -- 546, 547, 562, 564 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, citizens of, petition of, for Gov- 
ernment aid to enable them to settle on the public 


308 


ee em 


e Jn TA TTA a ox ue kk ee nna i, 
for a post- route 200 
Lynch, Captain Jobn A., bill (H. R. No. 1364) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Banning- — svidi 8 
referred to the Committee on Military Affair 356 
Lynch, John R., memorial of, concerning the contested-election 
case of PEAS vs. Chalmers usdi lui — 134 
Lynch, M. M., bill (H. R. No. 1417) for relief of. 
introduced rte oooh cecuid eos 357 
referred to the Committee of Claims 357 
motion ae the paper 3 Dan 0 
Lynchburgh, Vi bill (H. R. No. 1204) providing for a 
public 11 ing at. 
introduced by Mr. Tucker. 3252 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Gronnds... 253 
bill (H. R. No. 1629) for the relief of certain citizens of. 
introduced by. Mr. Tucker „vůÿ 609 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means... 609 
LYNDE, WILLIAM PITT, a rb ARON from Wisconsin— 
Wein!!!! locus ci ee els esac ate udenne. 51 
appointed on committees. ....- A 108 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1452, to provide for appearance on behalf of the 
United States in foreclosure suits. 359 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. -........... 359 
H. R. No. pres for the relief of Solomon Schwenger........ 359 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Meaus.......... 359 
petitions presented by, from Frank Keating and others, for a 
reduction of license fees for pilots and otlers......- 569 
Lyster, W. J., petition of, for reimbursement for property de- 
strbyed ee — 442 
Lytle, L., papers relating to war claim fm. 244 
M. 
Maccubbin, Thomas, bill (H. R. No. 152) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Wal adede Gocco lle 194 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 174 
Maccubbin, Thomas M., and James W. Anderson, papers relating 
to the war D 327 
Machlin, James E., bill (H. R. No. 1191) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Bidders e E Snia e 252 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ------ 252 
Mack, Michael, petition of, for a pension 599 
MACKEY, L. A., a Representative from Pennsylvania 
ae NPO RLE EAN ß EE 51 
inted on committee. 193 
bi s introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 111, for the relief of James Welch, Seventeenth 
Regiment Michigan Volunteers 173 
refe to the Committee on Military Affairs. .......... 173 
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Mackey, L. A.— Continued, 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 933, to provide that all pensions on account of 
death, wounds received, or disease contracted in the 
service of the United States since March 4, 1861, which 
have been granted or which shall hereafter be granted 
on applications filed previous to January 1, 1880, shall 
commence from the date of death or discharge from 
the service of the United States, and for the payment 
of the arrears of pensions 

referred fo the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No, 934, for the relief of the heirs of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral William Thompson, of the revolutionary army.. 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No. 1624, to extend the provisions of existing laws 
relating to soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812.... 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No, 1625, granting a pension to Abram V. Miller, late 
a lieutenant in Company E of the One hundred and 
eighty-fourth iment of Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. 1626, for the relief of George W. Bro wer 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1647, granting a pension to Lucy J. Mitchell.... 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
joint resolutions introduced by— 

H. R. No. 51, authorizing the establishment of a commission 
for the scientific exploration of the northern states of 
Mexico and the territory of the United States adjoin- 


Page. 


ing the ame 44444 609 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 609 
H. R. No. 53, authorizing and directing the free transmis- 
sion through the mails, by members of Congress and 
heads of Departments, of all documents printed by 
authority of Congress „„ 722 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 722 
motion made by, to withdraw papers of William L. Reilly... 727 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the House be author- 
ized to pay Robert Coates for services rendered in the 
cloak-room. Referred to Committee of Accounts... 398 
petitions presented by, from— 
Musser, R. M., for compensation as messenger 206 
Clarke, R. W., for compensation as cler 206 
Clinton County, Pennsylvania, citizens of, relating to the 
rr AAA 327 
Mackin, Hugh, B., petition of, for a pension 148 
Mackinac, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 1764) for the erection of a 
station and steam fog-signal at. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 811 
referred to the Committee on Commeroe Bil 
Macomb, Chief Engineer David B., bill (H. R. No. 913) to au- 
thorize change of date in the commission of. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire. 235 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 235 
Macon, Georgia, city of, petition of, to be refunded certain money 
collected as taxes by the United States 97 
Maddox, Joseph H., petition of, for payment of a war claim. . . 199 
Maddox, Mrs. Virginia, papers relating to the war claim of.... 727 
Madison Female Academy, at Richmond, Kentucky, bill (H. R. 
No. 334) for the benefit of tho. 
introduced by Mr. Durham 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
MAG!INNIS, MARTIN, a Delegate from Montana 
r oc cee S a p S 54 
appointed on committees = 6 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 797, for the sale of timber lands in the Territories.. 197 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands =e 197 
H. R. No. 798, for the relief of Cuarles L. Dahler 197 
referred to the Committee of Claims 197 
H. R. No. 799, for the relief of Paul McCormick........... 197 
referred to the Committee of Claims 197 
H. R. No. a for the relief of United States Marshal William 177 
17 au ase E R cau seeeucans 
referred to the Committee of Claims 197 
H. R. No. 801, for the relief of William Flannery...--..... 197 
referred to the Committee of Claims - 197 
petitions presented by, from— 
Wheeler, William, United States marshal, for relief ..... «= 282 
McCormick, Paul, relating to the claim ot 282 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the fiscal year endin 
Maginnis, Patrick, bill GH: . No, 685) granting a pension to mae 
innis, Patrick, bi R. No. ting a pension to. 
e by Mr. Caswell . e 320 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 209 
Magruder, Samuel T., bill (H. R, No. 163) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walk... „„ 174 


referred to the Committee on War Claims 


174 


Page. 
Maher, George W., bill (H. R. No. 1725) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Burdick. ...............---- 723 
Mail, bill (E . No. 1041) conceruing DAAA postage of 
‘ 0. ) concerning i cient pos 0 
printed matter sent eee 
introduced by Mr. Riddle „„„„„„„„%ũ5 239 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads . 239 
Mail agents, bill (H. R. No. 1047) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell 2.2... -isine scene stones suas 239 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 239 
Mail matter, bill (H. R. No. 1546) for the classification of, and 
the rates of postage thereon. 
introduced by Mr. Money .... -.--ee+e-0 see 1 605 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. .... 605 
Mail service between Washington and the South, bill (H. R. No. 
1604) to increase and regulate. 
introduced by Mr. Vance 608 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations . 608 
Maine, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Thomas B. Reed, William P. 
1 7 5 Stephen D. Lindsey, Llewellyn Powers, Eugene mA 
%! ⁵ ⁵ av ATINA TI 
Maine, New York, and Virginia, workingmen of, petition of, for 
the enforcement of the eight-hour lac 799 
Marsu, LEVI, a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
ütnde!)“!,!, 8 51 
appointed on committees ...........-:..---+---- EE ERT 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 134, for the relief of Jacob G. Croman, of Dickin- 
son, Cumberland County, Peunsylvania ............ 173 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. may kee 
H. R. No, 135, for the relief of Daniel J. Benner, of Gettys- 
burgh, Pennsylvania ............- 173 
referred to the Committee of Claims...............----. 173 
H. R. No. 935, to amend certain provisions of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States relating to the deposit 
of moneys paid into the courts of the United States. 235 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ..... 3 235 
H. R. No. 936, granting a pension to John Nichtman - 235 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 235 
H. R. No. 937 granting a pension to Martha J. Porter, widow 
of William M. orter, late a captain in the One hun- 
dred and thirtieth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer 
e T OTO E T AA TONES 2 235 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 235 
H. R. No. 938, relating to certain brevet appointments.. .. - 235 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 435 
H. R. No. 939, for the relief of Thomas A. McLaughlin .... 235 
referred to the Committee of Claims 235 
H. R. No. 1312, for the relief of John C. Comfort, of Shire- 
manstown, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania ...-.-. 354 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 354 
joint resolutions introduced by— 
H. R. No.2, proposing an amendment to the Constitution . 173 
referred to the special committee appointed to inquire into 
the state of the law in reference to the election of 
President and Vice-President. 173 
H. R. No. 25, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay uny, Fearon and Jessie Cropin, executrices of 
muel P. Fearon, deceased, for certain registered 
United States bonds redeemed by the Government on 
forged assignments and power of attorney 235 
ref to the Committee of Ways and Means 235 
petitions 8 by, from 
Morris, W. S., et al., to be refunded certain taxes 200 
Fearon, Mary, and Jesse Cropin, for pay for certain bonds. 244 
ofticers in the volunteer army, relating to brevet rank of.. 244 
Porter, Martha J., and John Michtman, for pensions. 340 
Stevens, Ernestine, and Thomas S. Rhett, administrators, 
relating to the claim uh. 340 
Rea, John A., for a refund of certain taxes - 386 
Clayton, Henry, for reinstatement in the Army 386 
Wolfe, Edmund, for payment of a war claim 569 
Wood, William P., for payment for services. 599 
incidental remarks. by. / 173,373 
remarks by, on the reference of bill (H. R. No. 905) to author- 
ize the free coinage of the standard silver dollar aud 
to restore its legal tender character. 232 
Maloy, John, petition of, for a pension. 622 
Manchester, Kentucky, bill (H. R. No. 1025) for the relief of the 
sufferers from destruction of salt works near. 
introduced by Mr. Turner OA EN A - 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ............-..--. 238 
Manistee, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 1767) for continuing the im- 
provement of the harbor at. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell gil 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 81¹ 
Mann, William Q., papers relating to the petition of, for relief. 302 
motion for withdrawing the papers oꝶf.·.e 231 
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MANNING, VAN H., a Representative from Mississippi— 

m. ð v ͤůäb !CCʃäʃͤü wehs us 51 

appointed on committee. 198 
bi introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 1352, to endow Reneau Female University, in the 
State of Mississippi . 355 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 355 


petitions presented by, from— 
Union and Lafayette Counties, Mississippi, citizens of, for 
the payment of war claims 
Marshall County, Mississippi, citizens of, for the payment of 


War claims... „ „ ss foc destcor ware ncee 
Mississippi, citizens of, for the payment of war claims. . 200 
Alexander, Leander D, and Mrs. Francis R., for payment of 

&-War chm elec cds Scewnesdbcenens 330 
Mississippi, for certain post-routes...-....---.--.------- 350, 443 
Waldrop, Penelope, for payment of a war claim....-..-...- 569 
Shields, C., for payment of a war claim.....-..-.-. ..---. 634 
Tomlinson, W. S., for payment of a war claim 634 

Manufactures, the Committee on, petitions referred to 599 
Marble, Susanna, bill (H. R. No. 856) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmorton . 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian C 210 
Mare Island navy-yard, in California, bill (H. R. No. 721) to 
e money ſor the completion of public works 
atadni Pyrit isalu iy insasi 195 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations . 195 
Mare Island, navy-yard at, resolution Mr. Luttrell, that the 

Committee on Naval Affairs and are hereby, in- 

structed to examine into such charges ; that ali tes- 

timony and papers 3 thereto be referred to 

said committee, and that said committee report to 

this House upon the question of the necessity or ad- 

visability of the appointment of a committee to in- 

vestigate and report upon the same. Referred 306 

Marine ae erg service, bill (H. R. No. 1571) to promote efficiency 
in t 
introduced by Mr. Roberts —g—g—Zn . 607 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 607 
Marine schools, bill (H. R. No. 278) amendatory of an act to en- 
courage the establishment of. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson . 178 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 178 
Marion County, Missouri, eitizens of, petition of, relating to the 
/ cc Ustups 327 
Markham, Jose rene relating to the war claim of 282 
Marques, Nicho ed 1 (H. R. No. 1733) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell. .... ....- 22-22. 100050 22-2222 sno 726 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 726 
Marquis, Toons and others, petition of, relating to the ü 
AET AISTII ENTA T O ST 4 
Marr, Sear n. pill (H. R. No. 402) for the relief of. 
introduced ner ui naung paoar seue asus 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ..........-..-.. 183 
MARSH, BENJAMIN F., a Representative from Ilinois— 
Ottended 5c SS nc cncclienccccnuuiwcceueeveaveqacteccccs 51 
appointed on committees...--..----- .-----++++ 22+ -+---+-+ 198 
Petitions resented by, from— 
Ross, W. C., and ot ers, relating to the finances...-.....--. 
Marquis, Thomas, and others, relating to the finances 
Ritter, George, e vassal Socwes 
Marshal, ere papers relating to the application of, for a pat- 5 
E c 44 
Marshall, 8. PE, bill (H. R. No. 1614) for the relief of. 
introduced b y e =. ssc AA S EES TES 609 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 609 
papers relating to the war-claim of..............-..---.-- „634 
Marshall County, 5 citizens of, petitions of, for the 
payment of war claims... eee 
Marston, Mary Jane, and 9 petition of, to be paid the 
amount due Nicholas and Mark Fouquet for revolu- 
e aisccscs wake accuses toscees as 282, 816 
Marston, Lieutenant-Colonel Ward, petition of, for promotion 
to the rank of colons l. 
motion withdrawing the papers off.. -21> .--. 
MARTIN, BENJAMIN F., a Representative from West Virginia 
3 JJ ⁵ TT. 8 51 
bite on committees 22s. sc0 Sse evens edane navesu cess 198 
bh introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 771, to authorize a further appropriation to con- 
38 the public works now in course of construction 
m the Monongahela River, in the State of West 
y a a Saat owe se T E OE 196 
refe to the Committee on Commerce 196 
H. R. No. 772, for the relief of the surviving children of 
Benjamin Moore, late of Harpers Ferry, West Vir- of 
Pico ee rel Cue SLR D E TEERAA EE, 1 
refered to the Committee on Military Affairs 196 
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MARTIN, BENJAMIN F.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 


H. R. No. 1207, for the relief of James E. Merifield, late mu- 
sician in the Fifteenth West Virginia Volunteers 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1208, for the relief of Philip Pendleton, late pay- 
master United States ü oo 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1466, for the relief of Savilla Athey, of West Vir- 
Ai OEE E e gu ooo N E pone 

3 to the Committee on Invalid Pensious 


II. R. No. 1467, for the relief of the Methodist Episcopal 
church at Mile Creek, Berkeley County, West Vir- 
n A TA SEENEN 

H. R. No. 1736, 9 ſor the 3 of the amounts 
due the employés in, and the contractors who fnr- 
nished castings to, the United States Armory at Har- 
per’s Ferry, Virginia, in March and April, 1861 

referred to the Committee on Military A ais. 

II. R. No. 1737, to authorize and direct the Secretary of War 
to convey, by deed, to the board of education of the 
district of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, a lot of 
ground, (No. 2 in Block B,) with the buildings there- 
on, for the use of the common schools thereof 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
resolutions offered by— 

that the Clerk of the House be directed to pay Thomas 
F. Dugan for services rendered as a la ioe in the 
Doorkeeper’s department. Referred to the Commit- 
tee of Acoountsi sis. til rout asnu bed svi coceee 

petitions presented by, from— 

Anderson, Joseph, for payment of a war claim 

Thompson, John A., and others, relating to the currency... 

pan bey James, fer payment of a war claim 

Wilson, Sarah, for relief 

Wilson, Mrs. Sarah, for payment for the services of her late 
husband 


‚—( ũ W —Pů B 


•—U— ⸗.a ⅛n“ũ!ſ““i§h “„ 


ices of 
Martin, B. F., bill (H. R. No. 418) for the relief of. 
introduced by F OE S ern LAN EES ESS Ad OSEAN 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Martin, Charles T., bill (H. R. No. 1450) for relief of. 
introduced by Mz: Oliver: aaa N ass eases 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Martin, Danie] A., ee of, for a pension . 
Martin, mar ret, bill 5 — R. No. 214) for the relief of. 
introd by Bit, Scales cccscc csp oceslicacones ones GT 
seemed to the 3 on War Claims. 
papers relating to the war claim .. 
Martin, Mary, petition of, for a pension. 
bill (H. R. No. 844) 
introduced by Mr. Joyce... 2. oc. ccent 2050 ci ell J sete sone 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions-.............. 
Maryland, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Daniel M. Henry, Charles B. 
Roberts, William Kimmel, Thomas Swann, Eli Jones 
Henkle, William Wals 33. 
legislation concerning— 
bill (H. R. No. 143) to reimburse the trustees of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church at Old Town, Alleghany County, 
Maryland, for the destruction of the same by occupa- 
tion of United States cavalry during the war. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh ....---- 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
bill (H. R. No. 144) for the relief of Frederick Division 
15, Sons of bee! arson, of the State of Maryland. 
introduced by Mr. W 00 T 
referred to the Committes on War Claims 
bill (H. R. No. 1263) to aid in the construction of the South- 
ern Maryland Railroad, and for other purposes. 
intcoduoed: by by Mr. Butler neat owen. 
referred to the Committee on Rail ways and Canals ..... 
Roman Catholic clergymen of, petition of, for payment of a 
war clai 
Mason, Charles, petition of, for relief............--.----. +--+. 
Massachusetts, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: William Wallace Crapo, Ben- 
amin W. He eee Abner Field, Leopold 
orse, Nathaniel P Banks, George Bai 7 Loring, Ben- 
jamin F. Butler, William Claflin, William Rice, 
Amasa Norcross, George D. Robinson 
islation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 1263) authorizing the construction of a light- 
houseon Half-Way Rock on the coast of Massachusetts. 
introduced by Mr. Loring... ....-.-..--...--...+----.-- 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ....-..-..-. ..-. 
papers relating to expenses of coast defense for 


nting a pension to. 
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Mathews, William W., petition of, for paymentofawarclaim.. 148 
Mathieu, Delina, petition of, for arrearage of pension . 133 
Matlock, John N. L., bill (H. R. No. 478) to refund to. 
introduced by Mr. Hanna ⁊ 185 
referred to the Committee of Claim ss 185 
Maxwell, A. L., petition of, for payment of a war claim 253 
bill (H. R. No. 1334) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Blount.........-.....-...-+---- 354 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 354 
Maxwell, Mrs. Rebecca C., bill (H. R. No.305) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 180 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 130 
May, Arthur, a page, payment o.. 282 
May, Margaret, petition of, for a pension 622 
MAYHAM, STEPHEN L., a Representative from New York— 
attended o 51 
appointed on committees -.... 0 atic 198 
leaves of absence granted to 97,727 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 87, for the relief of Peter M. Halwick.......----. 172 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs......-..... 172 
H.R. No. 903, for the relief of George Quarrel, late a private 
in Company H, Fourth New York Volunteers 233 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 233 
motion made by, to adjournu—nr: 2222s 0- eens eens 262 
petitions presented by, from— 
Kellogg, Lyman M., foradditional compensation asan officer. 166 
Hutton, J. D., for compensation as messenger 206 
Lockwood, Chauncey M., heirs of, for payment for carrying 
the United States mails...) 2... . . . . 200 
Knower, Daniel, and others, for an additional appropriation 
for erecting a statue to Major André 244 
Molton, F. P., and others, for the extension of a post- route 
to Cobleskill, Now Tor K.. 262 
Halwick, Peter M., for additional pay as an offleer - 360 
remarks by, on the— 


South Carolina contested-election case—second district.. .. 67, 68 


joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
ee E 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the re- 
sumption act. [See Appendix, page 16.] 
Mayhew, John W., administrator, petition of, for compensation 
from the Geneva award fund. 
Maynadier, William M., bill (H. R. No. 1632) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ketcham .....-... 202 .see rès sees 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
McAlister, Jerome, bill (H. R. No. 860) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmorton. ......-......---+-.----. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 


—— „„ 


McCampbell, Sallie B., bill (H. R. No. 1374) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations......--.....-.. 

McClelland, David, petition of, for compensation for a map of 

the District of Columbia .... .........--..---.----- 
po 

McCloud, John, petition of, for a 

McClusky, James B., bill (H. R. No. 667) for the relief of the 

heirs at law of. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings ...--. sanser senesp nee see 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

McConnaughey, R. L., bill (H. R. No. 953) for the relief of. 
introduced by: Mr. Vano0e:: . 35-5. s-pentvbaeccewesacunssacass 
referred to the Committee of Claims 

McCook, ANSON G., a Representative from New York— 
EAT ta Stan nana e E E T A acs s 
appointed on Committees 
leave of absence granted too 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 1288, for the relief of M. L. Gager 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1289, for the relief of Lieutenant-Colonel Schuyler 
Hamilton, late of United States Arm 


referred to the Committee on Military Affaire „ 
petitions presented by, from 
Jenks, Geo C., for compensation for the use of his 
CPC ² ͤ—A—ę-— x 148 
Hamilton, Schuyler, for relief 360 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878.. 332 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for resumption of specie payments 459, 460, 461 
McCormick, John H. 1 sergeant-at-arms, payment of.. 233 
McCormick, Paul, bill (H. R. No. 799) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Maginnis 9 cece cece 197 
referred to the Committee of Claim 197 
papers relating to the claim jj. 282 


Page. 


McCormick, V. H., pay of, as special messenger and watchman 
BULNOTIEOO cop man oases cus I E TIEA E ES ARS 
McCoy, Dr. George, petition of, for a pension 
bill (H. R. No. 5 granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Delaware 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
McCoy, J. T., petition of, that additional interest be allowed 
upon the award of Alabama claims 


— ——IEäũ—ä—Eẽ eae eee eee ee eee teens 333ã2 n ß 


McDonald, Maurice, petition of, for a pension. 
MeDonald, Robert A., bill (H. R. No. 812) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Stenger !:! E T TE knubess 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
McElwee, N B., petition of, for compensation for cotton 
r REAS „ e 
McGill, J. D., petition of, for pay for advertising 
McGowan, Jonas H., a Representative from Michigan 
attended 
appointed on committees.....-..- +... -.-------+-+-+-+---+---- 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 642, granting a pension to 
Frederick Wa Smith s ps esccmdewices 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
petition presented by, from Frederick W. Smith, for a pen- 
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incidéntal remained icle ceucse amnes acsi 
McGraw, John, petition of, fora pension 
McGregor, James, bill (H. R. No. 888) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Fenn sce esei cs scisccccecwce sows nbus 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
McGnine, Lucinda, papers relating to war claim of 
Melndoe, William, bil a R. No. 150) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wals. 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
papers relating to the petition of, for relief 
Melntyre, Mrs. A. W., petition of, for an increase of pen 
McKay, Rosetta L., petition of, for a pension 
bill (H. R. No. 1004) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Townsend, of Ohio 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
MCKENZIE, JAMES A., a Representative from Kentucky— 
Seu j nebwh sc ppase added epee 
appointed on committees .... ..- 20+ ----++.-+00+ eee eee nnna mem 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 324, to permit the growers of tobacco to sell one 
thousand dollars’ worth of their own growth without 
W IDONEO NO 10-00 co wea E nae anenal peeeiostareste 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1380, to repeal parts of sections 563 and 629 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States, and to ate 
the original jurisdiction of the circuit courts in cer- 


—U ee ween ee neee 


C TTT 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Captain I. C. Bacoꝭ˖· .. r 
HO. DAVIN e hnease Caekdnaedenae okeuae ream 
petition presented by, from J. Clark, for a pension P 
incidental remarks b „4%. 


MCKINLEY, WILLIAM, jr., a Representative from Ohio— 
attended 
appointed on committees 

McKinsie, Ann S., papers relating to the war claim of 

agree. Thomas A., bill (H. 
introduced by Mr. Maish 
referred to the Committee of Claims--...........-.--...--- . 

McMauon, JOHN A., a Representative from Ohio— 
Seel ccsc sing phos anteonesmasetunssescve 
appointed on committees. .... 2... .-+...---2s00--- 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H.R. No, 1005, granting a pension to Carl Brutchie 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1006, granting a pension to Michael L. Kennedy.. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1007, granting a pension to Alexander Kincaid, 
Company B, Sixty-fifth New York Volunteers 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
resolution offered by, that there shall be printed, for the use 
of the House, 2,000 copies of the Digest for the second 
session of the present Congress. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Draught, Frederick, for the removal of charge of desertion... 
McGraw, John, fora pension........-....-....-.--------- 
Sheiber, John, for a pension 
Donelly, Daniel, for a pension... ......-. .--..---.--.---- 
Reiving, Henry, for a pension. 
Mackin, Hush: for S penkion.. 2.6... s se cadsasasse none 
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. No. 939) for the relief of. 
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McMann, Joux A.— Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 


Jackson, Michael, ora POMBION j 2 soc 0 ge ccne TT FT 
Cobbley, Michael, for the removal of charge of desertion.. 
Pensler, August, for payment for loss of a horse 
Dayton, Ohio, citizens of, for an increase of the salaries of 

letter-carriers .-e--s.----. rs300 sasous sen 1 
Kuhlmann, Jokers for a pension ---- 
Flavell, Robert H., for compensation for property lost 


Deegan, ee and William S. Dulin, for commutation 


Eidson, "Grit A., and others, for a graduated tax on in- 


VVV» a A tes 
Riley, James, for a pensio 
on, John, for a pension 
Stiles, George W., for a pension 
Dayton, Ohio, National } lilitary Home at, soldiers of, for a 
r N 
McMullin, James, for a pensioen ---- 
O’Brien, Michael, for a pension 
Dayton, Ohio, letter-carriers of, for an increase of salaries.. 
Johnson, William, for a pension 
Thompson, John, toe a pension 
Mack, Michael, for a pension 
Records, Levan, for a pension 
incidental remarks by ß A 
remarks by, on the— 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
D cb. sence rest SRS IASI ANEN 


—— 


bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the Government for the 
Íseal year endin 1 2 une 30, 1878, and for prior years. 505, one 
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Me Manus, Ann, petition of, for a pension 
MeMerrill, John, Teer relating to war claim of 
McMinn County ennessee, citizens of, petition of, for a pen- 

sion A JOHN AUNE oe —T .. 
MeMullin, rene, papers relating to the petition of, for a pen- 


—ͤ— g 4 ũ·6·„? eee 


. 1 5 bill m R. No. 1465) granting nen to. 
introduced by M Waea eA ue Aaa nk n E 3 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

NeNamara, Francis B., bill (H. R. No. 848) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. CCC 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

McNew, Wesley, petition of, for a pension 

Meade, Henry M., bill (H. R. No. 138) for the relief o 
introduced by Mr. Hardenberg 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

rs relating to the claim of 
Meade, Richar Wa bill (H. R. No. 130) for the relief of the 
heirs o 
introduced by Mr. ONeill 


heirs of, papers relating to the claim of .......-...--------- 
Meador, E. B. A., petition of, for payment of a war claim 
Meagher, pio petition of, for compensation for services ren- 


ee eee ee. ee ee ee ees 


salaries 
Medical and Surgical History of the We bill (H. R. No. 1718) 
= ae publication and distribution of a new edition 
of the. 
introduced by Mr. Conger 
referred to the Committee on Printing....--.--.-.-.-.-...--- 
Meech, Phebe, bill (H. R. No. 1569) for the relief of. 
introduced by Bir, SOCK WOOW  s2- nas T E T 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Meeds, Mrs. Eleanor N. F., petition of, for compensation for the 
services of her late husband 
Meehon, Ann M., bill (H. R. No. 1668) for relief of. 
introduced by Bie Ohama e a bbb 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Mehring, Henry, bill (H. R. No. 1740) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Kidder 
5 to st bilt CHT. R No 900) gra Affairs 
ellon, t, 0. ting a pension to 
8 by Mr. Sayler e Manel 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 
papers relating to the petition of, for a pension 
Members of Congress, bill (H. R. No. 25) to provide election cer- 
tificates of. 
introduced by Mr. Loring.....--. .. 
referred to the Committe Dee 
bill (H. R. No. 237) to establish a form of oath to be taken by. 
introduced by Mr. Felten Edoras FAS LESKES 
referred to the Committee on the Judicia 
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Mememeyer, Elizabeth, bill (H. R. No. 1593) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Metcalfe „3 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


Memphis, Tennessee, bill (H. R. No. 1038) to cede certain land 
to the city of. 
introduced by Mr. Young .......-.. 22-20. 220. sees ccnn ones 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... .- 
bill (H. R. No. 1696) to protect the wharf and landing at. 
introduced by Mr. Loun nk 7¹ 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. pe 1697) to provide for building a marine hos- 


pital a 
introduced = r TATA 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
poss relating to the survey of the port of 
8 of, and others, petition of, for an increase of 
e e es S EEE e 
Mercer, Samuel and Mary F., bill (H. R. No. 828) granting a 
pension to. 
introduced. by Mr, O'Neill... „„ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid ‘Pensions <i bees kes 
Merchant marine of the United States, bill (H. R. No. 1318) to 
provide Government classification for. 
introduced by Mr. Hunton 
referred to the Committee on Commerce................-.-. 
Merifield, James E., bill (H. R. No. 1207) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Martin „„ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Messages from the President of the United States 58, 64, 
69, 89, 371, 373, 459, 472, 566, 569, 650 
Messages from the Senate 


we ee snes sees ewe eee eee 4 


„89, 
117, 210, 357, 400, 425, 437, 471, 548, 569, 596, 805, 814, 816 


Messenger for the official reporters ET 211 
METCALFE, LYNE S., a Representative from Missouri— 
Seon. rebels wee leuedeveabasubavarcuces 514 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1593, for the relief of Elizabeth Mememeyer, of 
Saint Lonis, Missouri, administratrix of Anton Meme- 
meyer; dssese l! 608 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 608 
H. R. No. 1594, for the relief of John Mooney, of Saint Louis, 
PEST one e 608 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 603 
H. R. No. 1595, for the relief of James Lindsay, of Missouri.. 608 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 608 
Methodist Episcopal church, South, at Charlestown, Kanawha 
5 West Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 770) for relief 
of the. 
introduced by Mr. Kenn. 196 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 196 
Methodist G E. scopal Church Clarksburgh, West Virginia, bill 
R. No. 763) for relief of trustees of. 
18 88 roc 196 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 196 
Methodist Episcopal church at Old Town, Maryland, bill (H. R. 
No. 143) to reimburse the trustees of the. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 174 


Methodist Episcopal Church South, trustees of, petition of, for 
payment of a war claim 234, 243 
Metric system of coinage, bill (H. R. No. 907) to promote the 
establishment of the. 
introduced by Mr. Muldro-w +--+. +--+ ---- 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures 
Metrical system, the, resolution repo by Mr. Clark, from the 
Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, that 
the heads of the Executive Departments of the Gov- 
ernment be, and they are hereby, requested to report 
to this House, at as early a date as practicable, what 
objections, if any, there are to making obligatory in 
all governmen transactions the metrical system of 
weights and measures whose use has been authorized 
in the United States by act of sry Be and also 
how long a preliminary notice should be given before 
such obligatory use can be introduced without detri- 
ment to the public service; and that they are also 
requested to state what objections there are, if any, 
to making the metrical system obligatory in all trans- 
actions between individuals, and what is the earli- 
est date which can be set for the obligatory use of 
the metrical system throughout the United States. 
Considered and adopted 
Metropolitan police, bill (H. R. No. 1084) to abolish the board 
of commissioners of the. 
introduced by Mr. Buckner 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 44) for the relief of the. 
introduced by Mr. Wals 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
Mexican war, bill (H. R. No. 1394) to pension soldiers of the. 
introduced by Mr. Hunterttklklkk. ee stone aasa 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Mexico, incursions from, resolution by Mr. Schleicher, that the 
President be requested to communicate to the Ifonse 


introduced by Mr. Gibson 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 28) to secure protection to railway 
investments in. 
introduced by Mr. Whitthorne 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 51) providing for the scientific ex- 
ploration of the northern states of. 
introduced by Mr. Mackey 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Meyer, Arnold Otte, petition of, for an additional interest on 
the award of Alabama claims 
Meyers, Charles B., petition of, for relief 
Miami Indian lands, Kansas, bill (H. R. No. 1541) to provide for 
the sale of. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
Michigan, the State of 
Representatives from, attended: Alpheus S. Williams, Edwin 
Willits, Jonas H. McGowan, Edwin William Keightley, 
John W. Stone, Mark 8. Brewer, Omar D. Conger, 
Charles C. Ellsworth, Jay A. Hubbell 
legislation concerning— 
bill (H. R. No. 622) for the relief of workmen employed in 
the construction of Poverty Island light-house, Lake 
Michigan. ; 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
referred to the Committee of Clai 
bill (H. R. No. 633) for the government and control of the 
harbor of refuge at Sand Beach Bay, on Lake Huron, 
Michigan. 
introduced by Mr. Conger 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 647) authorizing the construction of a light- 
house at Little Traverse Bay, Little Traverse, Mich- 


igan. 
introduced by Mr. Ellsworth 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1111) to provide for the improvement of the 
Saint Joseph River, in Michigan. 
introduced by Mr. Keightley 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1431) making an appropriation for improving 
the navigation of the Detroit River. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1715) making an appropriation for an exten- 
sion of the United States Government building at De- 
troit, Michigan. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan ...... 83 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
bill (H. R. No. 1758) to appropriate money for the erection 
of a keeper's dwelling at thelight-honse at Père Mar- 
quette, Michigan. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1759) to appropriate money for the erection 
of a light-house and steam fog-sigual on Stanuard’s 
Rock, Lake Superior. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce .... ....-. --- 
bill (H. R. No. 1760) to appropriate money for the erection 
of a ae dwelling at the light-house at Pent- 
water, Michigan. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1764) to appropriate money for the erection 
of a station and steam fog-signal at Mackinac. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1766) to appropriate money for continuing 
the improvement of the Saint Mary’s River and Saint 
Mary’s Falls Canal. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 3 
referred to the Committee on Commeree 
bill (H. R. No. 1767) to appropriate money for continuing 
the improvement of the harbor at Manistee, Michi- 


n. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 3 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
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178 
179 


725 
725 


811 
811 


811 
81¹ 


811 
811 


Michigan, the State of—Continued, 
legislation concerning ‘ 
ill (H. R. No. 1768) to appropriate money for continuing 
a improvement of the harbor at Ludington, Mich- 
gan. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1769) to appropriate money for continuing 
the improvement of the harbor at Pentwater, Mich- 


an. 
E by Mr. Hubbell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. VAN: to appropriate money for the im- 
provement of the harbor at Charlevoix, Michigan. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1771) to appropriate money for continuing 
the improvement of Eagle Harbor, Lake Superior. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1772) to appropriate money for continuing 
the improvement of the harbor at Ontonagon, Lake 
Superior. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the— 
for a light-honse at Thunder Bay River e 
for a light-honse at Little Traverse 
for a post-route 
Michigan City, Indiana, bill (H. R. No, 1392) concerning appro- 
priation for construction of harbor at. 
introduced by Mr. Calkins....... ..-..----+..-2-------- othe 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Mickle, Harmon, bill (H. R. No. 1100) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Middaugh, Daniel, bill (H. R. No. 529) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Henderson 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Mile Creek, West Virginia, Methodist Episcopal church at, bill 
(H. R. No. . 67) for relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Martin 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Mileage, the Committee on, bills, letters, and resolutions re- 
to 


tinuing A oto in. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Military Academy, bill (H. R. No. 1328) to reduce the number of 
cadets at the. 
introduced by Mr. Waddell 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Military Academy, the, resolution by Mr. Waddell, that from 
and after June 30, 1878, there shall be admitted to, 
not more than one cadet from each State, to be ap- 
pointed by the President upon the recommendation 
of the governor of said State; and the supernumerary 
officers of the Army, graduates of the Military Acad- 
emy, shall be assigned by the Secretary of War to 
such universities or colleges of the several States as 
the governors thereof shall designate, for service as 
instructors in military science. Voted out of order.. 311 
Military Affairs, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to. 170, 171, 172, 173, 174,179,180, 
181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 
196, 197, 205, 208, 209, 210, 211, 235, 236, 238, 240, 248, 249, 250, 
251, 252, 253, 256, 281. 285, 328, 352, 353, 354, 356, 357, 358, 372, 
413, 424, 559, 569, 605, 606, 607, 608, 609, 721, 722, 724, 726, 811 
bills and resolutions reported by 223 
petitions referred to 134, 148, 149, 
166, 199, 200, 206, 207, 221, 227, 228, 244, 262, 283, 302,27, 339, 
360, 361, 386, 413, 414, 442, 443, 510, 520, 548, 569, 622. 799, 816 
Military warrants, bill (H. R. No. 1130) concerning the amount 
i of land located with. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Iowa 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
Miller, Abram V., bill (H. R. No. 1625) granting a pension. 
introduced by Mr. Mackey 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Miller, Daniel, and others, petition of, for a change in the cur- 
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Page, 
Miller, Mrs. Emily, Revers relating to the claim off 360 
Miller, Captain F. S., and others, petition of, for a harbor of 
refuge at Grand JJ1Cͤ ᷣͤ ͤ VVV 199 
Miller, Flora S., and others, petition of, for payment of war 
CCC dn eenbedan evan sac see Rane caveseet a 262 
Miller, Hillborn C., bill (H. R. No. 1370) to change date of mus- 
ter-in roll of. 
introduced by Mr. Nenl „ 356 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 356 
Miller, John S., bill (H. R. No. 535) for the relief of the exec- 
utors of the estate of. 
introduced by Mr. Burchard ũ]éE 187 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 187 
Miller, Joseph, and others, papers relating to war claims of.. 360 
Miller, Nancy G., pennen of, for payment ofa war claim..... . 134 
bill (H. R. No. ) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Errett.... ..-5....2-2. 173 
ii ae 12 e eee ng F War 2 . 173 
er, i R. No. granting a pension to. 
neal by Mr. Eden = C AUG 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 1386 
Miller, Mrs. Sarah, bill (H. R. No. 695) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Sampson 194 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs................ 194 
Miller, William A., bill (H. R. No. 97) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Baker, of New Lor KKK q 172 
e = the parry a Invalid ie pes 9 š an 
illinger, James, petition of, for payment of a war claim..... $ 1 
bill Cl. R. No. 121 fox the relief of. 
introd Fr AAA A Ate 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 173 
Mills, Peter G., bill 5 R. No. 1167) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dun nell. . 251 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ·U 251 
bill (H. R. No. 1164) for the relief of the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Dunnelll ck... q öq4«.;ũ7ü 251 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 251 
MILLS, ROGER Q., a Representative from Texas— 
Mehr 81 
appointed on committee 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 654, making appropriations to pay the State of 
Texas for money expended by said State in the defense 
of its frontier, and for other purposes............... 192 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 192 
H. R. No. 655, to transfer the Office of Indian Affairs from 
the Interior Department to the War Department.. 192 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 192 
H. R. No, 656, authorizing the construction of a post-office 
in the city of Houston, Texas . 192 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 192 
H. R. No, 657, to repeal that part of section 37 of the acts of 
6th June, 1872, exempting deposits of savings-banks 
from taxation v 8 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means Secon 192 
H. R. No. 658, for the relief of E. J. Gurley............... 192 
referred to the Committee of Claims 192 
H. R. No. 659, making an appropriation to continue the work 
on the ship-channel in Galveston bay, Texas 192 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 192 
H. R. No. 1582, to create the northern judicial districtof the 
State of Texas, and to change theeastern and western 
judicial districts of said State, and to fix the time and 
places of holding courts in said districts............ 607 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 607 
H, R. No. 1583, to authorize and eee for the payment of 
all debts contracted by the Government in certain 
States therein named since the close of the war 7 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 607 
H. R. No. 1584, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to the owners the value of all cotton seized by 
the officers of the Treasury since May 30, 1865 607 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means...... 607 
H. R. No. 1585, for the relief of E. 8. C. Robertson 607 
referred to the Committee of Claims 607 
H. R. No. 1638, to remove the political disabilities of Albert 
Sey me cies ot Navarro County, Texas SEs Eas at 
passed by the House 5721 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judieiary 730 
motions made by, to— 
adjourn ....-...--- PFC 302 
PAJOUMN OVER Roles 725e ts dak lade chose n 599 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Secretary of the Treasury by directed to report to 
the House the names of all appointments made in 
his Department since the Ist of January, 1876, and 
from what States and Territories they are made and 
what proposition of appointments to office each State 
and Territory had according to its population on the 
lst of: January; 1876... „ 3 92 


Pago. 


* ROGER Q.— Continued. 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Committee on Military Affairs be, and they are here- 
by, directed to inquire into and report to this House 
the strength of the cavalry and infantry regiments in 
the United States Army, how many cavalry and how 
many infantry regiments are employed on the Texas 
frontier, and what additional military forces are 
needed to protect the people of Texas from Mexican 
raids. Substitute offered by Mr. Banning and re- 


—PBꝛVꝑꝛ ũů „„ „ „ 


jected 
resolution discussed and adopted......--...-..-. 458-459 


that the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to so 
revise the tariff as to make it purely and solely a 
tariff for revenue, and not for protecting one class of 
citizens by plundering another 
petitions presented by, from— 
Gurley, E. J., for compensation for professional services 
Carter, Champe, for compensation for services rendered the 
United States 7 


59 


810 
166 
244 


incidental remarks by..........-- „„ 54, 55, 
56, 92, 93, 148, 198, 204, 214, 241, 455. 
458, 560, 598, 599, 607, 614, 812, 81 


remarks by, on the— 


Sonth Carolina contested-election case—first district. 61, 


8 


South Carolina contested-election case—second district. . 67, 68 
88 


Louisiana contested-election case—fourth district 


r e 120, 309. 459 
Colorado contested-election case. 151, 152, 153, 154, 155 


bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 


1878 . . 289, 290, 291, 296, 297, 309, 310, 330, 333, 336, 337, 511 


joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 


tional exposition ........-.-....-....--+.-.-.-...546, 547 
Millsaps, Marion, bill (H. R. No, 608) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. A0 REIS TY 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an in- 

crease of salaries.........-............ 

Mines and Mining, the Committee on, bills, letters, and resolu- 

TOME elt AEA TOT C S 

Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Minois, bill (H. R. No. 542) 
to change the name and location of the. 

introduced by Mr. Hayes 4 scenes 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currenc 

Mining claims, bill (H. R. No. 1202) concerning the possessory 
rights to certain. 

introdu DDr ecae 

referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary...-............-. 

N e Minnesota, letter-carriers of, and others, petition 
of, for an increase of salaries............---...--..- 
Minnesota, the State of— 

Representatives from, attended: Mark H. Dunnell, Horace B. 
Strait, Jacob H. Stewart. 

Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the— 

for the relief of settlers on salt-spring lands 

et T seekecpesases 

for pensions to soldiers of the Mexican war 8 
Mississippi, the State of— 

Representatives from, attended: Henry Lowndes Muldrow, 
Van H. Manning, Hernando De Soto Money, Otho R. 
Singleton, Charles E. Hooker, James Ronald Chal- 
PUSS. TENE E S 3 

legislation concerning 

ill (H. R. No. 262) for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Yazoo, Tallahatchee, Sunflower, and Coldwa- 
ter Rivers, in the State of Mississippi. 
introduced by Mr. Money 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. aS 
bill (H. R. No. 870) to amend the several acts in relation to 
the northern judicial districts of the State of Missis- 
sippi, and to provide for the times and places of hold- 
ing the district courts of the United States therein in 
uture. 
introduced by Mr. Muldrow . 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
bill (H. R. No. 906) to establish a western judicial district 
of ever 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers „FFF 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .......----. 
bill (H. R. No. 1349) for the removal of the bar at the mouth 
of Pearl River, where the same debouches into the 
Mississippi Sound. 
introduced by Mr. Hooker %% 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 1350) for the removal of the bar at the mouth 
of the Pascagoula River, and for the improvement of 
the navigation of the same. 
introduced by Mr. Hooker 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
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188 
188 
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aah overs kr the State of—Continued. 
legislation concernin 
bill (H. R. No. 1352) to endow Reneau Female University, in 
the State of Mississippi. 


introduced by Mr. Manning. ũẽ 355 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor.. 355 
bill (H. R. No, 1509) authorizing the Secretary of War to pur- 
chase the site of, aud attach to the Vicksburgh Na- 
tional Cemetery, the Grant-Pemberton monument at 
Vicksburgh, Mississippi. 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers . 424 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 424 
bill (H. R. No. 1556) making an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the Tombigbee River, in Mississippi. 
introduced by Mr. Muldrow.....-...----. .-------++---- 606 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. . . 606 
bill (H. R. No. 1581) to improve the harbor of Vicksburgh. 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers C 607 
referred to the Committee on Commerce... ..-- -ns ---- 607 
Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the, for deepen- 
ing the water at the mouth of Pensacola River.... 166 
memorials and petitions from citizens of— 
SOR e eee oa cacavens ance T 206, 360, 443 
for the payment of war claims 200 
that the cotton tax be refunded ..-. ---.-----.------ 
Mississippi and Atlantic Canal, bill (H. R. No. 1438) concerning 
survey of, 
introduced by Mr. Bisbee......--..----+ s200 200000 encees eens 358 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 358 
Mississippi beac bill (H. R. No, 289) for repairing and rebuild- 
ing th 
1 8 4 1 by d cee E es enka A E AETA 179 
referred to the Committee on the Mississi pi Leyees...-.-. 179 
bill (H. R. No. 1076) concerning repairs of 
antroduced Dy r SER SETT 240 
referred to the Committee on the Mississippi Levees 240 


KORNER Levees, Committee on the— 

bills, letters, and resolutions referred to... ..-.178, 179, 210, 239, 240 

Mississippi River, improvement of the, legislation concerning— 
from Cairo to Saint Paul, bill (H. R. No. 602) to Sopa a 


commission to report . YOE 190 
commission for the, authorized, joint resolution H. R. No. 50.. 582 
Dickey Island, at, appropriation for the; bill H. R. No, 518 .. 187 
Kaskaskia, near, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 517.... 187 
from La Crosse to the mouth of Root River, appropriation 

for the, bill H. R. No, 174.......... Stiga susp teow n 
levees, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 289.. 179 
navigation of, and alluvial lands on the banks of, pill H. R. 

Woe Wises nos hee be „CCC 
reservoirs, to ene the, jo oint resolution H. R. No. 56...... 725 
South Pass jetties, pier-lights at the head of, appropriation 

for, bill H. R. No. 1639... . S| 
Wisconsin, in, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1247. 326 

Mississippi i Valley, bill (H. R. No. 1039) ‘relating to alluvial lands 
introduced by Mr, Young .. .- .- J 
referred to the Committee on the “Mississippi Levees 239 

Missouri, the State of— 

Representatives from, attended: Anthony Ittner, Nathan Cole, 

Lyne Shackleford Metcalfe, Robert A. Hatcher, Rich- 

ard Parks Bland, Charles Henry Morgan, Thomas T, 

Crittenden, Benjamin J. Franklin, David Rea, Henry 

M, Pollard, John B. Clark, jr., ‘John Montgomery 

Glover, Aylett Hawes Buckner .-......02+ -0002050 51,514 
ae GT concerning— 

ill (H. R. No, 553 to authorize the constrnetion of a bridge 
across the uri River at or near Glasgow, Mis- 
souri. 

introduced by Mr. Fort 188 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 188 


bill (H. R. No. 560) to provide for the construction of a pub- 
lic panang é the city of Kansas, State of Missouri. 


introduced by Mr. Franklin A 188 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 183 
bill (H. R. No. 563) to provide for holding. terms of the dis- 
trict and circuit courts at Kansas City, Missouri. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin 22. .-202-5- 188 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 


bill (H. R. No. 564) to confirm the title to certain lands in 
Platte County, Missouri, and to authorize patents to 

be issued therefor to Kinsey B. Cecil. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin 1.2. -2-0 00 ceeneeees s 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (H. R. No. 565) to appropriate $1,000,000 to be ex: 


189 


— —ZʒVʒ— 


nded 


in deepening and permanently locating the channel 
of the Missouri River, with a view to securing a navi- 
gable depth of five feet during low water from Sioux 
City to the mouth of said river, 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 


Page, 


Missonri, the State of— Continued. 


le 


islation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 569) to reimburse the University of Missouri 
for damages and injury sustained during the late war 
by the troops of the United States. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor- anes 
bill (H. R. No. 598) to provide for the holding of additional 
terms of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States in the western district of the State of Missouri. 
Introduesd e — 
referred to the Committee on the Judic iar. 
bill (H. R. No. 599) to change a portion of the boundary: line 
between the States of Missouri and Nebraska, and to 
cede a portion of the State of Nebraska to the State 
of Missouri. 
introduced by Mr. Rea 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
bill (H. R. No. 603) for the relief of the Iron Mountain Bank 
of Suint Louis, Missouri. 
introduced by Mr. Cole ~- 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
bill (H. R. No. 898) to aid the Washington, Cincinnati and 
Saint Louis Railroad Company to constract a narrow- 
gauge ge railway from tide-water to the cities of Saint 
uis and Chicago 
introduced by Mr. Se 1 VVV 
referred to the Committee on Railroads and Canals . 
bill (H. R. No. 1074) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Commerce........---.---. 
bill (H. R. No. 1080) to provide for holding terms of the dis- 
trict and circuit courts of the United States at Car- 
thage, Missouri. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
bill (H. R. No. 1086 8 8 for Boy erection of a building 
at Jefferson City, Missouri, for the use and accommo- 
8 of United States courts and other Government 


1 Pie, — “d 
referred to Committee on Publie Buildings and Grounds.. 
bill (H. R. No. 1217) to establish a branch of the Mint of 
the United States at Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Aritrodnosd: by Mri Cole 4 van cnc sianen ne pensichesssduenes 
referred to Committee on Coinage Mee Daeg and Measures. 
bill (H. R. No. 1409) to authorize the Third Auditor of the 
Treasury to examine the evidence of payments made 
by the State of Missouri to State troops serving in the 
Union Army, and also the evidence as to supplies fur- 
nished to troops, and which are yet unpaid. 
introduced by Mr. Stacker Te ee eee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
bill (H, R, No. 1410) for the improvement of the Missouri 
River from the city of Saint Charles to the mouth of 
said river, and to prevent the erosion of its banks in 
Point Prairie, in Saint Charles County, Missouri 
introduced by Mr. Buckner 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No, 1590) for the relief of the Fifteenth and Six- 
teenth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, 
introduced by Mr. Mo 
referred to the Committee on Military Affair 
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Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the 


relating to levees on the Mississippi River 
relating to the removal of the national capital 
against the removal of the Sioux Indians .............-... 


memorials and petitions from citizens of— 


for post routes 
relating to the currency 


Missouri River, the, legislation concerning— 
Glasgow, bridge at, bills H. R. Nos. 553 and 1074. . . . 188, 240 
Saint Charles, 1 improving the navigation of, bill H. R. 


No. 1410 


Sioux City, deepening the channels of, below, bill H. R. No. 


introduced by Mr. Rea 


—ͤ—U— — 


159 | Missouri and Nebraska, bill (H. R. No. 599) to ‘change boundary 


line between the States of. 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
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189 | MITCHELL, JOHN I., a Representative from Pennsylvania 
attended .. ............ 


•— .ĩQMöHRÆᷣ Z² Dh3 * 333333 * 


inted on committees.. 


bills introduced by, viz: 


H. R. No. 847, for the relief of Susan Robb 
referred to the Committee of Claims. ies 
H. R. No. 848, for the relief of Francis B. “McNamara, of Cou- 
dersport, Potter County, Pennsylvania 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
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190 


190 


190 
190 


211 
211 


iese ee cece ce «+166, 221, 599, 621 
339 


357 
189 


190 
190 
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Page. 
MITCHELL, JOHN I.— Continued. 
petitions Lr e by, from 


Jones, b, and others, relating to the homestead law... 206 
Robb, Susan, to be paid the amount due her late son... 221 
Mitchell, Lue J., bill (H. R. No, 1647) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Mackey -.....-....../-.---- .----...---. TR 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ..---- 722 
Mix, Captain John, and Lieutenant Randolph Norwood, bill (H. 
R. No. 1419) for thè relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hatcheũr e.. 357 
referred to the Committee of Claims 307 
Mobile Harbor, Alabama, bill (H. R. No. 1347) concerning im- 
provement of, 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama ............--.-..----. 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 355 
Mobile gery Dock Company, bill (H. R. No. 851) for the relief 
of the. 
introduced by Mr. Forney. 209 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 209 


Models of patents, resolution by Mr. Vance, that the Secretary 
of the Interior be requested to furnish this House 
with information as to whether any legislation is 
necessary in order to provide for the preservation of 
models or parts of models saved from the late fire at 


the Patent Office. Considered and agreed to........ 222 
Moffitt, Alexander, petition of, for payment of a war claim. 200 
Molitor, Francis, ens eh relating to war claim off... 263 
Molton, F. P., and others, petition of, for the extension of a post- 
S 0 
Monetary commission, concurrent resolution for printing in 
pamphlet form 10,000 copies of the report of Eene 
reported from the Committee on Printing .-- eaten eae 
considered, amended, and recommitted . 720 
Money, HERNANDO D., a Representative from Mississippi 
, / . eel COR 
appointed on committee s. 198 
leave of absence granted too 300 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 262, for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Yazoo, Tallahatchee, Sunflower, and Coldwater Rivers, 
in the State of Mississippi q ⁊qye:ͥ᷑ . 178 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 178 
H. R. No. 1234, to amend so much of an act making appro- 


priations for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, as 
rovides for paying certain mail contractors of the 
outhern States for services prior to the late war. 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
H. R. No. 1345, for the relief of John D. Reflore and James C. 
Harris, executors of the last will and testament of 
Greenwood Leflore, deceased, of the State of Missis- 
Ssipp i EEE 
refe 4 to the Committee of Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1546, providing for the classification of mail 
matter, and rates of postage thereon. .... 2... 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
joint resolution introduced by, (H. R. No. 26,) to authorize the 
President of the United States to request the Republic 
of Hayti to indemnify Antonio 12 cont r 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Aff: 
petitions presented by, from— 
Freeman, Simeon, for payment of a war claim 
Webster, Ann H., for payment of war claim 
incidental remarks by TILE Le aah PRUE fa 'S 318) Sg sop orn Bs Bak fo oe 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making a ade evened for the support of 
the ‘Army for the fiscal year ending Jane 30, 1878. .290, 291 
bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the Government for the 


—[— —2 


scal year coon ane 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 590 
. River, West Virginia, vill (H. R. No. 771) to an- 
„ appropriation to continue public works 
n the 
{introduced by Bir: Martin. <2 2.22522 b onssas 196 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 196 
MONROE, JAMES, a Representative from Ohio— 
Wend dd. E E E PEPOT Sh 51 
appointed on committees +--+ 198 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 310, authorizing “the adju- 
dication and payment of certain claims upon the fund 
created by section 15 of chapter 459 of tho laws of the 
Forty-third Congress ---+-+----- 180 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 180 
motion made by, to adjourn ...........-...---.----..----2-- 563 
petitions presented by, from— 
Buck, Charlotte, for a pension 244 
Bruner, Henry for a pension’... : iaeaea 27 


3² 
incidental remarks bu . 548, 559, 560, 568 


Page. 
MONROE, JAMES— Continued. 
remarks by, on the— 
report from the Committee of Accounts concerning commit- 
TOP a I VEL ET OAE ET ACAN TT 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments . 334, 385 
Onder of o 225s ecco et ca ols cn ccctens de taeed senecee 528 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
exposition. .. ....540, 541, 542, 547, 548, 560, 561, 502, 565, 567 
eee ße ß hes eats 561 
Montana, the Territory of— 


pena e from, attended: Martin Maginnis....-.---..--....- 54 
ss tion concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 787) to grant lands to Dakota, Montana, 
Arizona, Idaho, and Wyoming for university purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Na e 197 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 197 
Montebello, bill (H. R. No. 1266) granting American registry 
to the bark. 
introduced by Mr. Morse 3ũß„ö7 352 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 352 
Montgomery, Alabama, bill (H. R. No. 978) concerning the 
erection of public buildings at. 
introduced by Mr. Herbert ũ1„„ů'ð 237 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds...... 237 
Mooney, John, bill (H. R. No. 1594) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr: Metea lie ie oes 608 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 608 
Moore, Abram, petition of, for a pension . 148 
Moore, Benjamin, bill (H. R. No. 772) for relief of surviving 
children of. 
ee Fr sor AEE aE 196 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 196 
heirs of, papers relating to the claims of tlie 386 
Moore, Hon. 1. M., and others, petition of, for the removal of 
taxes upon mib! OY SEAE TET 148 
Moore, Elias B., 57 0 of, to be reimbursed for postage-stamps 
taken by the Army RE A EAA A N ewes 262 
bill (H. R. No. 606 for the relief of. ! 
jntroduced by Mr, Gunter!!! ma oS ERN 190 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 190 
Moore, Emma R., agent, petition of, for a pension 327 
Moore, Isaac T. , deputy sergeant-at-arms, payment ot... 606 
Moore, Mary H., petition of, for a pension 520 
Moore, Sophia B., petition of, for payment of a war claim 148 
Moore, William VI., bill (H. R. No. 1658) for relief of. 
introduced by c a og 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs = 722 
papers relating to war claims of-.-.....-. ....-.:--...-..... 244 
MORGAN, CHARLES H., a Representative from Missouri— 
MULAN tad a asks waa cee cman ys AAS E RUOh veut wea eae ahae 51 
appointed on committees.....-.......---.---.-------.-----s 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 583, for the relief of Timothy J. Hurlbut 189 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 159 
H. R. No. 584, for the relief of Mary J. Lebo ... 189 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 189 
H. R. No. 585, for the relief of Daniel C. Putnam ......... 189 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 189 
H. R. No. 586, for the relief of Josiah Cunningham 189 
referred to the Committee of Claims 189 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 256 
H. R. No. 587, for the relief of William A. Carr, of Missouri.. 189 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 
H. R. No. 588, for the relief of the widow and heirs of John 
A. Stephens, deceased, of Springfield, Missouri. 158 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 
H. R. No. 589, for the relief of Ozias Run 189 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 189 
H. R. No. 590, for the relief of Robert L. Hottel, late ser- 
geant Company C, Fifteenth Missouri Cavalry...... 189 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............ 139 
II. R. No. 591, for the relief of James Smith, late first lieu- 
tenant ‘Company F, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry.. 189 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 190 
H. R. No. 592, granting a pension to Martha A. Williamson.. 190 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 190 
H. R. No: 593, for the relief of A. B. Greenwood, of Barry 
County, 1 o K 190 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 190 
H. R. No. 594, for the relief of Samuel M. Phariss. - 190 
referred to the Committee of Claims 190 
H. R. No. 595, for the relief of growers of tobacco, permit- 
ting the sale in leaf form by producers 190 
a to the Committee of Ways and Means. 190 
H. R. No. 1078, for the relief of Michael C. Henderson. 240 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 240 
H. R. No. 1079, for the relief of Elizabeth Painter...... .... 240 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 240 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Mondax, CHARLES H.— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 

II. R. No. 1080, to provide for holding terms of the district 
and circnit courts of the United States at Carthage, 
rr d sonticwad 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciaryy 

H. R. No. 1507, for the relief of Daniel Lester 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1508, for the relief of James B. Russell 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1590, for the relief of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth 


Missouri Cavalry Volunteers 608 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs . 608 
H. R. No. 1591, for the relief of William J. Alleock........ 608 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs . G08 
H. R. No. 1703, for the relief of Joseph W. Carmack...... 724 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 724 
petitions presented by, from— 
Hunt, B., and others, for the remonetization of silver and 
the issue of 3.65 United States bonds 76 
Poindexter, J. S., for the correction of his military record. 206 
Butt, George W., for a pension. 234 
Hurlburt, Timothy J., for a pension .- 302 
Lebon, Mary L., for a pension ............-----.---.----.- 302 
Putnam, Daniel C., for a pension. 302 
Williamson, Martha W., for a pension. 302 
Stevens, John A., heirs of, for payment of a war elaim . 302 
Smith, James, for additional pay as an officer. 302 
Hottel, Robert L., for payment for property lost. 302 
Cunningham, Josiah, for payment for services. 302 
Phariss, Samuel M., for reimbursement of certain money... 302 
Jameson, Mrs. James, for compensation for services in tak- 
ing care of wounded soldiers 414 
Morgans Louisiana and Texas Railroad, bill (H. R. No. 290) to 
relieve, from certain conditions imposed by the act of 
June 3, 1856. 
introduced by Mr. Darralll ll .. 179 
referred to the Committee on Public Lau dss 178 
Morrill, J. H., motion withdrawing the pa SEE ts. 400 
Morris, Byron S., bill (H. R. No. 620) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Craven 191 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
Morris, G., executor, papers relating to the claim of, for the re- 
imbursement of certain money 360 
Morris, John H., bill (H. R. No, 73) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York..........-.-..-.---. 171 
referred to the Committee of Claims 171 
Morris, Lydia A., bill (H. R. No. 1365) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Banning ...........--. .----------.-----. 356 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 356 
Morris, William H., and others, petition of, for an increase of 
the salaries of letter-carriers.................---.-. 134 
Morris, W. S., and othérs, petition of, to be refunded certain 
/ 200 
Morris, William W., papers relating to the claim off.. . 727 
Morrisett, William J., papers relating to war claim of......... 200 
Morrison, F. W., and others, petition of, for a change of the 
8 IG WA nae wac cee an eas leneeernokeateb essere ss EU 
Morrison, John, papers relating to the war claim of........... 263 
Morrison, John A., petition of, for pay for services rendered in 
l yy ester cacemeyscsll toe 
bill (H. R. No. 336) for the benefit of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
Morrison, Barah, petition of, for compensation for damages by 
experimental firing 327, 360 
Morrison, William N., papers relating to the war claim of 634 
MORRISON, WILLIAM R., a Representative from Ilinois— 
MRENCOG can sansa 51 
appointed on committees ......-....--22. 22.202. -------- 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 494, to revise and simplify exising laws imposing 
duties on imports, and to reduce taxation 186 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 186 
H. R. No. 814, to place on the pension-rolls the name of 
Pia) Dhow dd 8 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 208 
H. R. No. 815, to place on the pension-rolls the name of 
eon nnr 208 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 208 
H. R. No. 1209, for the relief of the legal representatives of 
John W. Gall, decensed - 253 
referred to the Committee on War Claims........ 253 
H. R. No. 1210, for the relief of Charles Valier. .. 253 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 253 
H. R. No. 1397, to simplify the appraisement of oe wares, 
and merchandise imported into the United States 
and subject to ad valorem duties. 357 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 357 


Morrison, WILLIAM R.— Continued. 
resolution offered by, that a message be sent to the Senate to 
inform that body that a quorum of the House of Rep- 
resentatives has assembled, that Samuel J. Randall 
has been chosen Speaker, and that the House is now 
ready to proceed to business. Considered and agreed 


ARIES PIER . 54 
petitions presented by, from— 
Hancock, George II., for a modification of the postal 
JJ... 8 227 
Pheen, Philip, for a pension 234 
Steif, Caroline, for a pension. 244 
Springer, W. M., for coinpensation for professional serv- 


386 
incidental remarks by 212, 596, 812 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 


provide for the resumption of specie payments 257, 
629, 714, 715, 716 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
PONE ISIE ? ðᷣ d EA teense 337 
Morrow, David, bill (H. R. No, 1464) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Rynn cu 8 359 
referred to the Committee of Claims- oo 359 
papers relating to the war claim a 443 
Morrow, James, Doorkeepers’ department 594 
Morse, Asa, bill (H. R. No. 648) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ellsworth.. n 192 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 192 
MORSE, LEOPOLD, a Representative from Massachusetts— 
a ðͤ d 0 
appointed on committees ...... s. 193 
bills introduced by, viz : 
H. R. No. 29, granting a pension to Othniel P. Hollis. . 170 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 170 
H. R. No. 1265, 3 the changing of the name of the 
ahip Samuel G. RS ..... 6352 
refe to the Committee on Commerce ............-.-- 352 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House.. .455—457 
considered and passed by the Senate . 525 
examined and signeũůi i 549, 560 
H. R. No. 1266, granting an American registry to the bark 
f ͤ X 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ....-.-.....---- 352 
resolution offered by, that the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to communicate to the House of Represent- 
atives complete statements of the trade and com- 
merce, on land and by sea, of the United States with 
the British Possessions in North America in the years 
1875 and 1876, with information of the amonnt of 
duties levied on articles the growth and product of 
said territories on their entry into the other. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce............-. 255 
petitions presented by, from— 
Boston, Massachusetts, letter-carriers of, and others, for an 
increase of salaries... ...--..---+- .Qĩ ũ᷑V[ö 134 
New York, insurance companies of, and others, that the 
mission to the United States of Colombia be re- 
Z cape sank eee T E T T EE 166 
Watson, Susan L., for a pension. 166 
Adams, Charles W., and others, for compensation for the 
Seizure OF N Vessel! 200 
Rockwell, General A. P., and others, relating to the orgaui- 
Cation Of the mm 9 
Eaton, Joseph B., for compensation for supplies furnished 
the Army MOLIO . ese S00 
Stevens, E. H., and Thomas Rhett, administrators, to be re- 
imbursed certain losses incurred in Mexico . 282 
incidental remarks by 255, 262 
Morton, Oliver P., resolution by Mr. Hanna, that in view of the 
sad intelligence of the death of, the Speaker of the 
House, as a mark of respect for the memory of a mau 
whose death is the nation’s loss, do appoint a com- 
mittee of seven members to represent the House at 
the funeral obsequies; and resol ved, as a further mark 
of respect, this House donow adjourn. Unanimously 
l ð Nu ð 
appointment of the committee by the Speaker 227 
resolution by Mr. Calkins, on the 5th of November, that inas- 
much as this is the day of the funeral of the late Sen- 
ator Morton, in token of respect to his memory this 
House do now adjourn... .... nn . 243 
Moss, Louisa, bill (H. R. No. 1549) granting arrears of pen- 
sion to. 
introduGed by nde —?ö—0 605 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. ...-.-...... 695 
Moss, William, petition of, for compensation for preserving cer- 
tain publie archive 244 
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Mott, Victorine, petition of, for a pension - 413 
bill (H. R. No. 1488) ting a pension to. 

introduced by Mr. Finley 398 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 398 
Moulton, Rodman G., petition of, for payment of a war claim.. 206 
Mount Olivet Cemetery Company, papers relating to the war 


ISIN GE cace sheets sccvceseuycucs sen cascnesusneace ou 
Mount payage Iron Company, papers relating to the war claim oo 
Of isct sida A A S E SO ET ( 
Mueller, Alexander J., bill (H. R. No. 1497) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell 424 
referred to the Committee of Claims 424 
papers relating to the bill for the relief off 622 
MULDROW, Henry L., a Representative from Mississippi 
e cas RGR A 51 


appointed on committee s. 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
II. R. No. 263, for the relief of H. T. Johnsy.....-......... 178 
referred to the Committee of Claims 178 
H. R. No. 870, to amend the several acts in relation to the 
northern judicial districtsof the State of Mississippi, 
and to provide for the times and places of holding 
the district courts of the United States therein in 
r OY TU NON E IAEI OT LUT R I 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary yy 210 
H. R. No. 871, for the relief of the estate of George H. Lee, 
late of Lowndes County, Mississippi, deceased 210 


referred to the Committee on War Claims . 210 
H. R. No. 907, to promote the establishment of the metric 
system of coinage in the gold coins of the United 
States of America... 2. „„ „ 23 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 2 
FFT. ͤ PAA S COE OIN E ETSA 
H. R. No. 1212, for the relief of Allen, West & Co......... 253 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 253 
H. R. No. 1556, making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Tombigbee River, in Mississippi.. 606 


referred to the Committee on Commerce 606 
H. R. No. 1557, for the relief of Mary J. Dunn, of Lee County, 
Mies rl 608 


referred to the Committee on War Claims. 606 
petitions presented by, from— 
Estis, Captain J. H., for relief 244 
Miller, Joseph, and others, for payment of war claims..... 360 
Morrow, Eli, and others, foran appropriation to enable 
them to emigrate to Liberia... ..............-.....-- 723 
incidental remarks bùůͤ hn --606, 723 
remarks by, on the— 
reference óf bill (H. R. No. 905) to authorize the free coin- 
age of the standard silver dollar and to restore its 
legal-tender characterr᷑r᷑ . 233 
Dill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of aet to pro- 
vide for resumption of 2 5 P yments. . 481, 482, 483, 484 
Mullen, Colonel Bernard F., bill (H. R. No. 449) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hunter 184 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.............. 184 
Müller, Alfred, bill (H. R. No. 1162) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Strait Pustuscpe cue asec es Ok 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............... 251 
MULLER, NICHOLAS, a Representative from New York— 
atten JJ ĩ w A 
appointed on commit tees i 198 
leave of absence ele 0 
petitions presented by, from Sergeants Condon, Hughes, and 
Delaney, for increase of pay „ 340 
Mullett, A. B., petition of, for compensation for services rendered 
elite 8 510 
Murdoch, Lindsay, bill (H. R. No. 1416) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hatcher 357 
referred to the Committee of Claim. 357 
motion withdrawing the papers o. a 350 
Murphy, Ella P., bill (H. R. No. 1502) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher 424 


referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs............-.... 424 
Murphy, Mrs. Ella P.. bill (H. R. No. 1114) for the relief of. 


ntroduced by Mr. Schleicher ++ 249 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 249 
papers relating to the claim of, for Indian depredations .... 336 
Murphy, John, petition of, for an increase of pension 200 
Murphy, Robert C., bill (H. R. No. 1214) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cox, of New Xorg 253 
referred to the Committee of Claims.......-.....-...--...-. 253 
Muscle Shoals Canal, Alabama, bill (H. R. No. 971) to appropri- 
ate $300,000 to continue the work on. 
introduced by Mr. Garth...... JSFFFC spumap ens ae canes 236 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 236 
Musser, R. M., petition of, for compensation as messenger 206 


Mussey, Reuben Delevan, petition of, for the settlement of his 


N. 
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Nally, Samuel M., petition of, for payment of a war claim 200 
bill (H. R. No. 508) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois..............-.. 186 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 186 
Narramore, Robert C., bill (H. R. No. 47) for the relief of. 
introduced: by Mr, Phel pw cscs soit: Gas bac ceded dows anapi 170 
referred to the Committee of Claims 170 
Nashville, Tennessee, letter-carriers of, petition of .... ........ 148 
National-bank circulation, withdrawal of, resolution by Mr. 
Townsbend, of Illinois, that the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency be instructed to inquire into the 
e iency of withdrawing the national-bank cir- 
culation and 8 up the national banks, and in 
lieu of said circulation providing the country with 
greenbacks or other currency of similar character; 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. Referred. 373 
National-bank currency, bill (H. R. No. 435) providing for the 
withdrawal of. 
introduced by Mr. Cobb... %% 1384 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Curren e 184 
National-bank presidents and others, petition of, against the 
passage of the silver bill 548 
National-banking laws, bill (H. R. No. 1280) concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vorng 353 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency........ 353 
National heaks; e (H. R. No. 932) relative to quarterly divi- 
ends of. 
introduced by Mr. Word- ostri raien seatedsacedsioens 235 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency........ 235 
National banks, directors of, resolution by Mr. Wright, that the 
Committee on Banking and Curren: y be directed to 
inquire into the propriety of so amending the bank 
laws as to require in the election of directors the 
principle of cumulative voting where such law may 
exist in a State in which national banks are located ; 
also, as to the propriety of amending said laws so as 
to limit the efficiency of proxies to six months. Re- 
1 ⁰ AA dd ĩͤ sso 1 OOG 
National Board of Trade, memorials from 
on the present depressed condition of the foreign shipping 
interests of the country. Referred..........--..... 326 
for the improvement of navigation. 327 
for an international monetary convention 360 
relating to the signal service... .....-.......--.1--2.-.--:-.- 372 
for the establishment of a Department of Commerce. .. 398 
National 5 MISEN Union, bill (H. R. No. 292) to incorporate 
the, 
introduced by Mr. Banning 4 179 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor .. 179 
National Rifle Association, and others, petition of, for an appro- 
priation for the encouragement of rifle practice.... 166 
National en ey bill (H. R. No. 545) to provide for the 
issue of. 
introduced by Mr. Haves . t 188 
referred to the Committee on 1 and Curreney . 188 
National savings depository, bill (H. R. No. 548) to establish 
and maintain a. 5 
introduced by Mr. Tiptoornnn n 188 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads . 188 
Naturalization, bill (H. R. No. 1398) concerning uniform rules 
and certificates of. 
introduced by Mr. Brentano 357 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.. ........--..... 357 
Naval Academy of the United States, bill (H. R. No. 893) to ar- 
range members of the class of 1570, graduates of the. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vorhees 211 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 211 


Naval Affairs, the Committee on— 


bills, letters, and resolutions referred fo 70, 171, 
174, 175, 178, 181, 184, 205, 208, 211, 235, 240, 
249, 306, 352, 354, 357, 548, 607, 723, 726, 810 


bills and resolutions reported bꝶꝶ .. 
petitions referred to ification 3 


148, 200, 243, 244, 263, 302, 327, 360, 510, 624, 727, 


Naval expenditures, investigation of, resolution i obs by 
Mr. Whitt shee from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, that the Committee on Naval Affairs be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to make a thorough in- 
vestigation into the matters of deficiency, and the 
diversion of appropriations from the special objects 
to which they were applied by iaw, and the expendi- 
ture of them for other and different objects, as men- 
tioned by the Secretary of the Navy, in his report to 
the President of the United States, of date October 
9, 1877. Considered and ruled out of order 

Naval 5 (H. R. No. 69) to provide for abolition of 
certain. 

introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York..................-.- 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
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Pago. 
Navigation aod Shipping; bill (H. R. No. 1661) for the promo- 
tio 


introduced by Sir. Stephens, of Georgia A A TA eee 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Navy, bill Cr E No. 71) to promote the efficiency and harmony 
of the. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lor 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
bill (H. R. No. 72) to protect the interests of enlisted men and 
others in the. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lor. 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
Navy and the Marine Corps, bill (H. R. * 1220) to provide for 
certain deficiencies in the pay of the. 
reported from the Committee on Appropriations......-....-- 
considered and passed by the House . 373-381 
referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 
amendments submitted and referred 
reported back without amendment and passed by the Senate. 414 
examined and signed 22 1,8 
Navy Department, bill (H. R. No. 356) directing method of an- 
paal estimates of expenditures to be submitted from 
introduced by Mr. Whitthorne ............-.-.-...-.+-.2.- 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Navy-yard at Mare Island, resolution by Mr. Tattrell that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs be, and are bereby, in- 
structed to examine into such charges ; ; that a ‘tes- 
timouy aud papers referring thereto be referred to 
said committee, and that said committee report to 
this House upoa the question of the necessity or ad- 
visability of the appointment of a committee to 
investigate and report upon the same, Referred... 
Navy-yard employés, bill (H. R. No. 192) to provide for the relief 
of the disabled. 
introduced: by Bir. GGG er enenensss'ca 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affaire 
Neat, Henry S., a Representative from Ohio— 
attended „ c ae 
appointed on committee sss. 
bills introduced by, via. 
H. R. No. 1009, providing for levying and collecting a duty 
open barley hereafter imported into the United 
tates...... Sc 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.......... 
H. R. No. 1010, granting a pension to Patrick Glackin .... 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1369, for the payment of 8800 to Milton Kennedy 
for services of the steamboat Piketon............... 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
II. R. No. 1370, to change the date of the muster-in roll of 
Hiliborn CEMEL isso pannenanaw A aes odi Ein 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1482, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
place on the pension-rolls Levi J. Friel 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1558, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
place upon the pension-roll the name of Mary Frazee.. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions snoa 
H. R. No. 1559, making an appropriation for the 8 
ment of the Ohio River 
reſerred to the Goannittes 4 on Commerce 
resolution offered by, that the Secretary of the Interior be 
requested to inform this House when and for what 
purpose the commission to the Osage Indian Nation 
was appointed and what persons composed the same; 
what compensation was agreed to be paid the mem- 
bers; what was the character of the labors per- 
formed by them and the amount of compensation 
charged and received by them. Adepted........... 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 40, instructing the 
Secretary of War to correct the enrollment of Robert 
Scott, Company F, Twenty-seventh Regiment Ohio 
Volunteer 8 S A 
referred to the Committe on Military Affairs 
petitions presented by, fro 
Portsmouth, Ohio, city l of, and others, that Ports- 
month be made a port of entry. „% 
Neal, John T., S papers x9 g the pa to the claim of, for relief 
motion withdrawin „ sscsionadoh nace 
Neale, John T., bill ( 0. 1286) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. fe of New SSS AA 
referred to the Committee of Claim 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims......... 
Nebraska, the State of— 
Representative from, attended: Frank Welch .......--...-- 
Neches River, Texas, bill (H. R. No. 680) for improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 8 


VI — 65 


181 
181 


‚— : eee eww nae 
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726 


Pago. 
Needham, moian H., petition of, for compensation asan Army 


8 3 


office z 
bill (H. R. No. 964) for the relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Sampsoeoo nn 194 
referred to the EE on Military Affairs 194 
Neeley, A. V., bill (H. R. No. 863) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throcekmorto nn 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs ...--...-....--. 210 
Neer, George, E pets of, for payment of a war elaa m . 327 
Nelson, M. A. petition of, for payment of a war claim ...... 200 
Neuse River, North Carolina, bill (H. R. No. 1659) for improve- 
ment of the. 
introduced by Mr. Brogden....------.--... s... ....>--. 872 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 722 
Nevada, the State of— 
Representative from, attended: Thomas Wr en 51 
Newark, New Jersey, Board of Trade of, resolutions of, for the 
` repeal of the bankrupt lags 148, ra 
against the repeal of the resumption act 
letter-carriers of, and others, petition off. 168 
New Hampshire, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Frank Jones, James F. Briggs, 
Henry W. CCCP (TTT 50 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 1255) for the examination and survey of ob- 
structions to navigation of the Piscataqua River. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire 352 
referred to the Committee on Commer co. 352 
New Jersey, the State of 
Representatives from, attended: Clement H. Sinnickson, John 
Howard Pugh, Miles Ross, Alvah A. Clark Augustus 
W. Cutler, 1 Thomas B. Peddie, Augustus A. Harden- 
ai A upcigyaneeisowesesccocaustelbeawove ais cekatesa 51 
legislation concerning— 

ill (H. R. No. 136) constituting Jersey City a port of entry. 
introduced by Mr. Hardenberg . 1273 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 173 

Newlee, W. H., administrator, petition of, for payment of a war 
. 0 
Newman, Andrew, bill (H. R. No. 11¹9 for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher . 249 
referred to the Committee of Claim. 249 
papers relating to the claim of, for vessel lost 327 
Newman, M. D., representatives of, for services rendered certain 
Indiaus e 8 ˙ 810 
Newman, Thomas, bil! (H. R. No. 752) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Utaa kk. 1597 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs... : 197 
Newman, William H., and L. A. Van Hoofman, petition off 148 
75 Merion the Territory of— 
te from, attended: Trinidad Romero-..-.-.....---... 54 
85 10 ation concerning 
ill (H. R. No. 795) segregating Grant County from the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico and annexing it to the Territory 
of Arizona. 
introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona 197 
referred to the Committee on the Territories. 197 
bill (H. R. No. 1427) to confirm a certain private land claim. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 358 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 358 
New Orleans, bill (H. R. No. 1206) for the relief of the Touro- 
alms-house in. 
introduced by Mr. Gibsoe n. 253 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 3 
citizens of, asking a charter for a canal company 360 
for a reduction of duty upon imported wines..........--.. 510 


letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries.. ..199, 243 
New Orleans mint and assay office, bill (H. R. No. 281) to defray 
the expenses of the. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson. bas 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations..........-...-. 
New River, Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 859) for the meer of. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
New York, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: James W. Covert, William 
D. Veeder, Simeon B. Chittenden, Archibald M. Bliss, 
Nicholas Muller, Samnel Sullivan Cox, Anthony Eick- 
hoff, Anson G. McCook, Fernando Wood, Abram Ste- 
vens Hewitt, Benjamin A. Willis, Clarkson Nott Pot- 
ter, John H. Ketcham, Geo: M. Beebe, Stephen L. 
Mayham, Terence J. Quinn, in I. ‘Townsend, An- 
drew Williams, Amaziah B. James, Jobn H. Starin, 
Solomon Bundy, A. Bagley, William Johnson 
Bacon, William H. Baker, Frank Hiscock, John H. 
Camp, Elbridge G. Lapham, Jeremiah W. Dwight, 
John N. Hungerford, E. Kirke Hart, Charles B. Bene- 
dict, David Newton Lockwood, e Washington 
Patterson 6 8 pi oedi obb 51 169 


178 
178 


210 
210 
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New York, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 926) to provide for the improvement of Flush- 
ing Bay and Harbor, at Flushing, New York. 


Page. 


235 
235 


251 


177 


introduced by Mr. Covertt scene è 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.......----..--. 
bill (H. R. No. 1282) appropriating moneys for improvement 
of Harlem River between Randall's Island and the. 
Hudson River. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
memorials and petitions from citizens of— 
LOT POSt-TONG, -rc iasine pond wana iiine besens soss Noss 
in favor of accepting the invitation to take part in the Paris 
exposition! of: 1876). oo. nos counne scanceesteueseuuess 
for the restoration of wages 
New York, Board of Trade and Transportation of, memorial of, 
for the appointment of a commission to examine 
into the workings of our savings institutions 
Chamber of Commerce of, memorial of, against the repeal 
of the bankrupt law.. 1 
insurance companies of, and others, petition of, that the 
mission to the United States of Colombia be restored . 
merchants of, and others, remonstrance of, against the 
repeal of the bankrupt lac 166, 
sugar refiners and exporters of, petition of, that the draw- 
back rates may be fixed by law ..-.....---...------ 
New York, Pennsylvania, and other States, manufacturers of, 
and others, petition of, for the proper representation 
of this country at the Paris e Aon ROIT 
New York Indian lands in Kansas, bill (H. R. No. 1177) to pro- 
vide for the sale of certain. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell. 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands 
Nichols, John R., bill (H. R. No. 246) for the relief of. 
eee, x astecsensveuce 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 
Nicholson, Thomas A., bill (H. R. No. 224) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Robbins . 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means AG 
reported back and placed on the Calendar 
Nichtman, John, pepers relating to the petition of, for a pension.. 
Nictman, John, bill (H. R. No. 936) granting a pension to. 
introduced ‘by Mr. Mal bbb 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Night sy ony aes District of Columbia, bill (H. R. No. 1259) 
or the benefit of the. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee ...... s.. cus sevens conccencee cues 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 8 
Nisewaner, John, petition of, for payment of a war claim 
Nitro-glycerine, &c., bill (H. R. No. 1378) to amend section 4278 
ana 8 7 of Revised Statutes relating to transporta- 
on o 
introduced by Mr. Durham...... S a 
referred to the Committee on Commerce —— 
Noble, Samuel, bill (H. R. No. 1341) for the relief of. 
introduced Dy Mx. Freer 1 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .............-. 
8 relating to claim of, for cotton seiz ell. 
Non-interest-bearing debt, bill Ge R. No. 54) to restore the 
national credit by fun the. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lor buo daens ° 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means as 
Noonan, Mary, papers relating to the war claim of ws 
Norcross, AMASA, a Representative from Massachusetts 
EE, ARR SON ROE ECP! 
appointed on committees............-....- 
petitions presented by, from— 
Cushing, Milton B., relating to claim o 
dy Es Morris, for a pension 2 
Norfolk, Virginia, councils of, memorial of, for the improve- 
ment of the Dismal 5 A . 
Norfolk and Portsmouth, Virgini exican Veteran Associa- 
tion of, petition of, for pensions 
Norfolk and Portsmouth and Elizabeth River, in Virginia, bill 
Ge R. No. 185) to provide for improvement of the 
arbor of. 
introduced by Mr. Goodds⁊ꝶꝶ . BS ee 
referred to the Committee on Commerce SILON = 
North Carolina, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Jesse J. Yeates, Curtis 
Hooks Brogden, Alfred Moore Waddell, Joseph J. 
Davis, Alfred Moore Scales, Walter Leak Steele, 
William M. Robbins, Robert Brank Vance 
es Fite oray concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 203) to refund to the State of North Caro- 
lina certain money therein named. 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 
referred to the Committee of Claims 8 


Page. 


North Carolina, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 205) to refund to the State of North Caro- 
lina certain moneys therein named. 


introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 176 
referred to the Committee of Claimwme 176 
bill (H. R. No. 215) to provide for payment for the court- $ 
house in Lexington, North Carolina, destroyed b 
fire, while occupied by United States officers an 
soldiers, in the fall of 1865. 
introduced by Mr. Scales ͤ„õö„lb „„ 176 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 176, 256 
bill (H. R. No. 225) to abolish the western judicial district 
of North Carolina, and for other purposes. 
introduced by Mr. Waddell. .... 22... 200. ⁊/éJ 176 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........-... 176 
bill (H. R. No. 956) to reimburse the trustees of Judson 
Female College, Hendersonville, North Carolina. 
introduced by Mr. Vance 236 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 236 
bill (H. R. No. 958) to provide for continuing the improve- 
ment of the French Broad River, in North Carolina, 
introduced by Mr. Vance „ 236 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 236 
bill (H. R. No: 1329) to provide for the re-establishment of 
light-houses on Cape Fear River. 
88 by Mrs nnn cutweseucuses) G04 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.. .. 884 
bill (H. R. No. 1605) to provide for the re-establishment of 
a branch mint of the United States at the city of 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
introduced by Mr. Vance . 608 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 608 
bill (H. R. No. 1659) for the improvement of the Neuse 
River, in North Carolina, 
introduced by Mr. Brogden ........-.-..-.+4-.--...---- 722 
referred. to the Committee on Commerce................ 722 


memorials and petitions from citizens of, for certain 


routes... 134, 199, 200, 221, 243, 283, 361, 414, 569, 727, 728 


Northeutt, L. M., bill (H. R. No. 323) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Carlisle. .. 2.2... -s 2.5 2 se ee ee ce we ence ee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims... .............-- 

Northern Liberty Market, stall-owners in, petition of, for com- 
nsation for damages. 

acific Railroad, bill (H. R. No. 1158) to authorize 
claimants for lands on the, to make proof and pay- 
ment of their claims. 
introduced by Mr. Stewart 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
biH (H. a Sg 1159) to extend the time for the completion 
of the. 
introduced by Mr. Stewart 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

Northern Pacific Railroad lands, bill (H. R. No. 1589) to restore 

to the public domain certain. 


Northern 


introduced by Mr. Jacobs „ 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 3 
Northrup, Anson, petition of, for a M 
Norton, Sarah E., papers relating to the war claim ot 
Norton, 8. M., petition of, for reimbursement of moneys paid on 
CaL OF GOLD Ne wwe web T2 5 

bill (H. K. No. 37) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Landers n 
referred to the Committee of Claims -000 


Norvell, Steven T., petition of, for pay as second lieutenant .- .. 
Norwich and New York Transportation Company, bill (H. R. No. 
822) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wait 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
Norwood, G. vat petition of, for compensation for property wrong- 
e r venebe deuereennn 
Notaries public, bill (H. R. No. 74) to authorize, to take and cer- 
tify oaths, &e. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork S 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 
Note and coin currency for the United States, bill (H. R. No. 
897) to provide lawful. 
introduced by Mr. Ward 22-2. 2.0 ccc. ens eanan coccnccces 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency -....-... 
Nott, Oscar B., bill (H. R. No. 892) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes s +--+ 3 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Nutall, Edwin I., 17 of, for a pension 2 
Nutall, Edwin J., bill (H. R. No. 218) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Seales „„ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Nutt, Julia A., bill (H. R. No. 264) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


180 
180 


251 
251 


251 
251 
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O. Page. 
Page. | OLIVER, ADDISON, a Representative from Iowa 
Oath of office, bill (H. R. No. 5) preseribing an. E S TITT rA N baps ones acceanecoam 51 
jutrodnoed by Mr. Frye inii goei sew 4444«%v 169| appointed on committees sss. 193 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...---.-------- - 169 | bills introduced by, viz: 
bill (H. R. No. 1372) to prescribe the form of, and to repeal H. R. No. 711, ting a pension to John S. Corlett ...... 194 
sections 1756, 1757, and 1758 of the Revised Statutes. referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
introduced by Mr. Gardner: 356 H. R. No. 712, to provide a uniform currency for the United 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .......---.----.- 356 States, limit the amount thereof, and make it equal 
Oath of office of Representatives, resolution by Mr. Patterson, Wanne saskeo case 194 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to referred to the Committee on aren and Currency... 194 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the law H. R. No. 713, to quiet the titles of settlers on the so-called 
that but one form of oath shall be administered to Des Moines River lands, in the State of lowa, and for 
Representatives in Congress, and that they report by Other: purposes 6 sis-: ses oe. aed EE Ea esse besa nwes 194 
bill or otherwise on or before the first Monday of De- referred to the Committee on Public Lands 194 
cember next. Considered and 8 254 H. R. No. 714, providing for the coinage of the silver dollar, 
O'Brien, Michael, papers relating to the petition of, for a pen- and making the same the unit of value anda full 
7); SES EA AE O SRA 340 legal tender <2 2 ⁰⁰ oes tahasnben seen 194 
Ocean-mail-steamship service between the United States and referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights,and Measures. 194 
Brazil, bill (H. R. No. 274) authorizing the establish- H. R. No. 1131, to limit the sale of agricultural lands to 
ment of. settlers under the homestead and pre-emption laws.. 250 
introduced by Mr. Ellis „„ 178 referred to the Committee on Public Lands 250 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- Roads. 178 H. R. No. 1132, to abolish capital punishment............. 250 
O' Conner, M. P., memorial of, claiming a seat as Representative referred to the Committee on the Judiciary /: 250 
of the second district of South Carolina 65 H. R. No. 1133, limiting the duration of patents 250 
Officers in the volunteer army, paper relating to the brevet rank referred to the Committee on Patents 250 
Et!!! sais sees sdeenas emaent 2 244 H. R. No. 1449, in relation to liens of judgments of United 
Officers of vessels, bill (H. R. No. 502) to define who are. States courts «3.05. 359 
introduced by Mr. Harrison. 186 referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y . 359 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 186 H. R. No. 1450, for the relief of Charles T. Martin 359 
Officers and soldiers of the Mexican war, bill (H. R. No. 376) for referred to the Committee on War Claim 359 
the payment to the, of three months’ extra pay. H. R. No. 1451, granting a pension to George W.Wickwire.. 359 
introduced by Mr. Riddle 182 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 359 
referred to the Committee on Military Affuirs 182 H. R. No. 1728, granting a pension to Julia J. Wheeler. 725 
Oglevie, John F., and others, petition of, for the equalization of referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 725 
/ y tee ane aa o aaa 206 | joint resolutions introduced by 
O’Hara, Armstrong, bill (H. R. No. 1418) for the relief of. H. R. No. 31, to invite a joint convention of all civilized 
introduced by Mr. Hatcher 357 nations for the purpose of establishing a uniform sys- 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 tem of weights, measures, and coinage throughout the 
Ohio, the State of— ii cc cer cet cones an ehoess sree A eo 
Representatives from, attended: Milton Sayler, Henry B. Ban- referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights,and Measures. 250 
ning, Mills Gardner, John A. MeMahon, Americus V. H. R. No. 32, proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
Rice, Jacob D. Cox, Henry L. Dickey, Joseph War- of the United States in reference to the term of and 
ren Keifer, John S. Jones Charles Foster, Henry 8. eligibility to the office of President of the United 
Neal, Thomas Ewing, Milton I. Southard, Ebenezer R. Babes ⁰Vſ spose A N ckcar yess acl PEDO 
Finley, Nelson H. Van Vorbes, Lorenzo Danford, Will- referred to the select committee concerning the counting 
iam McKinley, jr., James Monroe, James A. Garfield, of the electoral votes. 250 
Amos Towusend— ee cence cncese ns cee 51 H. R. No. 33, proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
legislation concerning— of the United States so as to eleet the President and 
ill (H. R. No. 993) for the relief of the Enterprise Insur- Vice-President thereof by a direct vote of the people 
ance Compauy, of Cincinnati, Ohio. r Ä. 
introduced by Mr. Sayler u ⁊?˙ 237 referred to the select committee concerning the counting 
referred to the Committee of Claims AES AS 237 of electoral votes 250 
bill (H. R. No. 1008) relating to the Cumberland road, in H. R. No. 34, to amend the Constitution of the United States 
the State of Ohio, and to authorize the same to be- so as to elect United States Senators by a direct vote 
come a free road. of the people of the several States 250 
introduced by Mr. Keifer. ...........- 2-22.22. -s2+----00 238 referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 250 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 238| petition presented by, from John S. Corlett, for a pension .. 727 
bill (H. R. No. 1559) making appropriation for the improve- incidental remarks byyůhhꝶ nn 610, 628 
ment of the Ohio River. Oliver, C. B., petition of, for removal of political disabilities... 361 
introduced: by Mr. Neal „% 606 bill (H. R. No. 1517) to remove the political disabilities of. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 606 reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed 
bill (H. R. No. 1678) to establish a branch of the Mint of by the HE. 38 
the United States at Cincinnati, Ohio. referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.. ...... 525 
introduced by Mr. Banning ---.-.....-...--.---.-------- 723 | Oliver, Charles B., bill (H. R. No. 1323) to remove the political 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 723 disabilities of. 
memorials and petitions from citizens of— introduced by Mr. Walker ] ĩ ñ 354 
for an increase of the salaries of the letter- carriers of Cleve- referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ................ 354 
ABI, $8 Soe sone . Weaueaactasheveccars 228 | Olmstead, James, bill (H. R. No. 645) for the relief of. 
for certain post-routes ..........---+---.--+---+-+----- 443,548 | introduced by Mr. Willits ....---------.------ 192 
Ohio River, bill (H. R. No. 1559) making appropriation for the referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.........-..... 192 
improvement of. Omaha, Nebraska, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase 
introduced by Mr. Neal...--......--------- / AEN T as tunes esc ee anes 228 
referred to the Committee on Commerce O'NEILL, CHARLES, a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
Oklahoma, bill (H. R. No.G14) to establish the judicial district of. r d d OA 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 4644 190 | appointed on committeee ss... 197 
- referred to the Committee on the Judiciary-............... 190 bills introduced by, viz: 
bill (H. R. No. 1596) for the organization of the Territory of. H. R. No, 130, for the relief of the heirs of Richard W. Meade. 173 
introduced by Mr. Franklin 608 referred to the Committee of Claims 173 
referred to the Committee on the Territories — 608 H. R. No. 131, for the relief of J. G. Fell, Edward Hoopes, 
bill (H. R. No. 1709) to organize the Territory of. and Burnham, trustees.....-.-....-....-...- 173 
introduced by Mr. Cravens..........----.-.---- 3 725 referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 173 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 725 H. R. No. 132, for the relief of Ana M. Rolas y Robaldo, 
Olcott, Henry A., messenger in the Clerk’s office, payment of.. 727 widow of Francisco Robaldo, deceased.............. 173 
Old Dominion Steamship Company, bill (H. R. No. 1272) forthe referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 173 
relief of the. e H. R. No. 133, for the relief of Dr. John B. Rend .. 173 
, ose ne sine Gass unce 352 referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 173 
referred to the Committee on Commer e 352 H. R. No. 828, granting a pension to Samuel Mercer and 
Old Town, Maryland, Episcopal church at, papers relating to Mary) E. MTORR e dc aoaaa DUO 
the war claim o.... 8 — referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 20% 


Osborn, Anna W., bill ( 


138 


Page. 


O'NEILL, CHARLES— Continued, 
bills introduced by— 

R. No. 1238, for the relief of Passed Assistant Paymaster 

Joseph T. Addicks, United States Navy 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 1239, for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth Binney Cad- 
wallader Hare, widow of George H. Hare, late a lieu- 
tenant in the United States Navy 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 
H. R. No. 1240, for the relief of William Wheeler Hubbel 
referred to the Committee on Patents 
H. R. No. 1302, for the relief of certain citizens of the 8 
States relative to a private land claim 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims....-- 
H. R. No. 1523, for the relief of the heirs of Jacob Cramer, 
lieutenant of the Pennsylvania Continental Line in 
the revolutionary war 35 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. e 1651, to validate and confirm certain acknowl- 
dgments of deeds and other instruments of writing 
5 er seal made in a foreign country for lands lying 

in the District of Columbia, and the records thereof.. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........-..-. 
H. R. No. 1778, granting a pension to William Abendroth.. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

petitions presented by, from— 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, citizens of, for an increase in 
the sularies of letter-carriers....-..... 2 
Pn aois f citizens of, relating to salaries and the hours 
227 E REE E REA A E 
Mead, Richard W., heirs of, relating to claim o... 
National Board of` Trade, for the improvement of naviga- 


—§—Gũ —̃ 'ꝰy?ũb k 5 ũkũ ee tween ee ewe eeeeeee 


Heabbell, W. W., relating to patents for fire-orms......... 
Philadelphia, national banks of, and others, against the 
passage of the silver Bib E TAA TAE 
Philadelphia, College of Physicians of, relating to the taxes 
on chemicals. 


incidental remarks beac eco (Ä .. 228, 621 


remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. post 1 z the chan 
ing the namo of the 9357 Samuel G. Ree 
Ontonagon, Lake Superior, bill (H. R. No. 17 72) to continue the 
improvement of the harbor of. 

introduced by Mr. Hubbell. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce a 
Op 3 petition of, to be refunded certain ta 8 
of business, ruling by the chair concerning tho 
Ordway, 8 G., nominated as Sergeant-at-Arms of the 


Oregon, the State o. 
Representative from, attended: Richard Williams =... 
legislation concerning 
ill (H. R. No. 1168) for the protection of salmon in the Co- 
lumbia River. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon 
referred to the Committee on Commerce....-......----- 
bill (H. R. No. 1169) making a further appropriation for the 
papo rpose of continuing the construction of canal and 
ocks at the Cascades of the Columbia River, in the 
State of Oregon. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce...........----. 
citizens of, memorial of, for an extension of time to the North- 
ern Pacific Ralirand ssccecdewsseeees coe 
8 of the enlisted men of the regular Army, tabies 
Sboain gd aye eio aa aa 
Organization of t 
Orr, John Me ‘and others, petition of, asking aid to remove to 
JJ ͤ Y TA ST F N 
Osage Indian commission, resolution by Mr. Neal, that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior be requested to inform this 
House when and for what purpose said commission 
was appointed, and what persons composed the same; 
what compensation was agreed to be paid the mem- 
bers; what was the character of the labors performed 
by them, and the amount of compensation charged 
and received b by them. Considered and adopted 
R. No. 738) for the relief of. 
introdaced by rns ——— 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs r 
bill (H. R. No. 1165) saat a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Dunnell.......:.-.---. .---4...+. .<---- 
referred to the pi araen on Invalid Pensions 
Osborne, H. S., & Co., aud others, petition of, for an investi 
tion into the manner of the reissue of a patent for 
mill apparatus: Ll dpsie Fou ten idab Sen eues cade ce 
Osborne, John, mayer relating to the war claim of............ 
bakit a New citizens of, petition of, for an increase of 
thosalarice of letter-carriers.... 22-22. .s00ccesacne-- 


AE T 456, 457 
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Page. 
Ouachita and Red Rivers, bill (H. R. No. 286) to authorize the 
construction of bridges over. 


introduced by Mr. Leonard, .. q. ñ 179 
referred to the Committee on — — 1 179 
Ounchita River, Arkansas, bill (H. R. No. 1096) making appro- 
priations for the improvement of the. 
introduced by Mr. Slem ons . 248 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 248 
Overman, Samuel W., bill (H. R. No. 1056) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. "Robinson, « Miran 2 239 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
Overton, Governor B. F., and others, petition of, that the Chick- 
asaw Nation be paid the amount due them by the 
UDI OG R A FES ETOT S TS 634 
OVERTON, EDWARD, JR., a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
AN KRE IPN S cx JT 51 
appointed on committees .... .----s s<esessseeceressersecsse 197 
leave of absence granted to S 243 
Do introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 126, for the relief of James R. Gorđon, of Colum- 
bia Cross-Roads, Bradford County, Pennsylvania... 173 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 
H. R. No. 127, for the relief of Daniel Compton, of Troy, 
Bradford County, Pennsylvania........--.......... 173 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 
H. R. No. 1649, for the relief of J. Clinton De Witt, of Can- 
ton, Bradford County, Pennsylvania. 722 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 722 
petitions presented by, from 
Pennsylvania, citizens of, for cheap telegraphy..-.-...-- 200 
Wells, George I, and others, for the amendment of the pen- 
CCCP 509 
Oviatt, Sidney F., bill (H. R. No. 46) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. PTT 
referred to the Committee of Claims pasak RC 
Owen, James P., bill (H. R. No. 1428) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter 5 - 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions............ .. 358 
Owen, Josephine C., bill (H. R. No. 1243) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr. Pat tersouuwnnnn . 326 
referred to the Committee of Claims 326 
pepers relating to the petition of, for relief 302 
Ows Ellsworth, bill (H. R. No. 340) for the benefit of. 
e by Mr. Durham wae. AGL 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ........ EEN E h 
3 og 
Pace, J. R., & Co., bill (H. R. No. 945) to refund certain money 1 
introduced by Mr. Cabell .- . 33 236 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means ..... 8 236 
Pacneco, ROMUALDO, a Representative froni California— 
a OIE N ñ „ 51 
appointed on committees J 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1154, to regulate the survey and sale of timber 
lands of the United Stateeee sss 250 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 250 
H. R. No. 1458, to provide for the erection of a light-house 
at San Luis Obispo Harbor, in the State of California.. 359 
referred to the Committee on Commer c 359 
incidental remarks Dy sss- s „ teehee denos. 93, 94 


Pacific Raona; bill (H. R. No. 747) to amend the law con- 
odna by ike Phillips .-.. nenons 20+ see noes anes 1 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
Pacific Railroad, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to ++ 190, 
197, 251, 252, 281, 306, 355 
petitions referred to b br «+++ 206, 339, 816 


Pagan Creek, in Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 190) to provide for the 
improvement of. 


introduced by Mr. Goode...... 22-2... 2222 e-e nee se eae eee 1275 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 175 
Page, Elizabeth, a rye of, for a pension e Cee 
bill (H. R. No. 94) granting a pension to. ‘ 
introduced by Den dun pe eeey do aas 172 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 172 
Page, Francis A., petition of, for compensation as messenger... 206 


Page, Frank A., bill (H. R. No. 1566) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Je 
referred to the 8 on Military Affairs 

Pace, Horace F., a Representative from Califo: 


attended sin . sans 51 
appointed on committees... sss. ͤ“” 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
EL R. No, 727, to prohibit the immigration of the subjects 
of China into the United States 195 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 195 
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Pact, Horace F.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 728, for the relief of John M. Dorsey and William 


Page. 


ar a EPE — 8 195 
referred to the Committee of Claims 195 
H. R. No. 729, for the relief of Christopher Green and Hugh 
Ann — SEN 195 
referred to the Committee of Claims 195 
H.R. No, 1155, appropriating money for the purchase of a 
site and erection of a building for a post-office and 
other Government offices in the city of Sacramento, 
State of California -sidi db esse ees sick 250 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 251 
H. R. No. 1459, for the relief of Malinda Thurston and 
Nancy Littlejohn. ee TES A E o 
referred to the Committee of Claims 359 
H. R. No. 1734, for the relief of William H. Davis, of Oak- 
land, Alameda County, California.................- 726 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 726 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of the Rio Santa 
Clara case. 4 
petitions presented by, from 
California, for a post-route from San Andreas to Sheep 
SD! AAA uierneesvisesas 134 
Green, Christopher, and e . Trainor, for reimburse- 
inent for loss on Army E. ontract nies sod eda cess 282 
Dorsey, John M., and Sheperd, relating to claim ot 302 
Thurston, Malinda, for compensation for property destroyed 
by the eren e anttaile deaa 360 
Worth, Andrew J., yam to certain judgments 414 
incidental ROMETES DY OTOT E ask Lois sa uicconsaues 560, 607 
Page, Samuel M., bill (H. R. No. 688) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmorton sve sees 193 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. l 193 
papers N to the claim of, for a abe TERA for articles — 
Paine, Franklin bill (H. R. No. 1641) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Garfl ell 721 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 721 
Paine, Samuel L., petition of, for a pension 227 
Painter, Elizabeth, bill (H. R. No. 1079) for the relief of. 
introduced: by ‘Bir. Morgan... 226. soo cs owc rodones baee 240 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 240 
Palm, Carl G., and John Palm, petition of, 277 payment of a war 
F aside ahs eld EENT 166 
bill (H. R. No. 672) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings 193 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 193 
Palmer, Huldah, petition of, for a pension ...........-..---... 282 
Palmer, Sarah C. , bill (H. R. No. 1561) granting a pension to. 
introduced by. C 606 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 606 
Pany, Henry C., bill (H. R. No. 1310) for the relief of. 
introduced by r . E E 
referred to the Committee on e Affairs 354 
Paris W joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to 
the. 
reported from the Committee on Foreign Affairs 5 
considered, amended, and passed by the House 516-520, 
528-548, 560-569 


referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations. ......570, 571 


reported back with amendments...:..........---.......-.-. 603 

considered, and passed by the Senate - 764-766 
Parish, Homer R., bill (H. R. No. 1773) for the relief of. 

introdaced by Mr. Henderson . UMS PEERS a “PF BARE a | 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 15354555 [00-05 lvoe 81¹ 
Park, William, bill (H. R. No. 362) for the relief of. 

iutroduced Fenn 2d. 181 

referred to the re S du Wer Chir 5533 181 
Parker, John C., bill (H. R. No. 1587) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. acobs F 607 
E 8 the Cou . o 12 12805 ONERE 607 

arker, iam i o. 1751) gran pension to. 

introduced by Mr. Wilson 00. S 810 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 810 
Parker, William J., bill (H. R. No. 1738) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. WOlGh ss cpoccccsantastaceds s oi odan eaS LIAO 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 726 
Parkersburgh, West Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 764) for comple- 

tion of custom-house at. 

introduced by Mr. Wilson De 

referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... .. 196 
Parkison, James A., eee of, for arrears of pension 360 
Parks, Samuel D., bill 5 R. No. 489) granting a peusion to. 

introduced by Mr. Eden „186 

8 to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 

She d: E., bill (H. R. No. 968) for the relief of. 
bh uced by rr AAA. 236 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 9 236 


8 Edward Young, joint resolution (H. R. No. 54) author- 
izing the printing of memorial addresses on life of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky å 
referred to the Committee on Printing 
Parsons, Stephen 5 petition of, for the payment of Mexi- 


ů(—— ::: 


introduced by Mr. Emes S eee. 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
FN bill (H. R. No. 1350) for the improvement 
of the. 
introduced by Mr. Hooker rr die 
referred to the Committee on Commeree 
Pate, William T., and Silas Q. Howe, bill (H. R. No. 458) giving 
the Court of Claims jurisdiction to determine the 
claim of. 
introduced by Mr. Sexton 02 -.2-02 tec ouabusigd suskes es 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..............-.. 
reference chan to the Committee of Ways aud Means 
Patent or trade mark, bill (H. R. No. 1490) concerning action 
for infringement of. 
introduced by Mr. Lathrop..........-. 2.2. s222 2 see. eet eens 
referred to the Committee on Patents 
Patent cases, bill (H. R. No. 1379) concerning time of payment 
of final fee in. 
introduced by Mr. Clarke, of Kentucky AE OAs 
referred to the Committee on Patents 
Patents, bill (H. R. No, 453) concerning the ryt a caree of. 
introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiau . 
referred to the Committee on Patents ese 
bill (H. R. No. 1612) to amend the statutes in relation to. 
introduced by Mr. Vance 
referred to the Committee on Patents 
bill (H. R. No. 1133) limiting the duration of. 
introduced by Mr. Oliver.. 1 
—— to the Committee on Patents 
infringement of, resolution by Mr. Baker, of Indiana, ihat 
the Committee on Patents be, and it is hereby, in- 
structed as soon as practicable to report to the House 
a bill which shall probibit. the bringing or mainte- 
nance of suits for damages for-any infringement of a 
patent against any person who purchases for hisown 
use, and not for sale or barter to another, any article 
or implement in market, unless at the time he pur- 
chased the same he knew that it infrin some 
existing patent. The rules were suspende 2 tho 
resolution agreed to 799, 805, 806 
models of, resolution by Mr. Vance, that the Secretary of the 
Interior be requested to furnish this House with in- 
formation as to whether any legislation is necessary 
in order to provide for the preservation of models or 
parts of models saved from the late fire at the Patent 
Office. Considered and agreed too 222 
Patents, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to. .. .. ... . . 180, 
185, 236, 250, 282, 306, 352, 356 
petitions referred too 97,199, 244. 413, 414, 443, 599, 622 
Paterson, New Jersey, letter-carriers of, and others, ‘petition of, 
for an increase of salari ess . 133 
Patters, William M., messenger, paron, 810 
Patterson, Americus D., bill GL 
sion to. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 
PATTERSON, GEORGE W., a Representative from New York— 
attended, oo 88 
appointed on committees....-....---+------ — ee eens 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 900, granting a pension to the widow of E. J. 
Russell, sergeant of Company A, First Maryland Vet- 
eran Infantry. 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1237, granting commutation to totally disabled 
soldiers in lieu of one-quarter section of public land. 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1243, for the relief of Josephine C. Owen, pəst- 
master at Randolph, New Vork 

referred to the Committee of Claims.. nae 
resolution offered by, that the Committee on the J adiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the law that but one form of oath shall be ad. 
ministered to Representatives in Congress, and that 
they report by bill or otherwise on or before the first 
Monday of December next. Referred to the Commit- 
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756) granting a pen- 


195 
196 
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51 
198 
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2¹ 
285 


254 
302 
2- -- -- 2.231, 241, 331, 458, 594, 615 


tee on the Judiciar g 
Hoe presented by, from Josephine C. Owen, for relief 
cidental remarks by............ 


140 


Page. 


PATTERSON, GEORGE W.—Continued. 
remarks by, on the— 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional e FFT TTT 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 


561 


provide for resumption of “yea payments. 615, 616, 631 


Patterson, Thomas M., el to be Representative-elect from 
Colorado— 


remarks of Clerk of the House concerning protest signed by 


seat assigned to Colorado in the drawing for seats 55, 56 
Colorado case called up by Mr. Hale..--...-... .-.---.----- 59, 60 


motion by Mr. Hale, 
Representative from Colorado 
resolution offered by Mr. Harris, of Virginia, as a substitute 
for the motion of Mr. Hale, that the certificate pre- 
sented by James B. Belford, and the certified abstracts 
of votes cast upon the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, 
for Representative to the Forty- fifth Congress, and 
accompanying papers presented by Thomas M. Pat- 
terson, upon which each claims the office of Repre- 
sentative to the Forty-fifth Congress of the United 
States from the State of Colorado, be referred to the 
Committee of Elections, to be appointed hereafter, 
with instructions to said committee to report either 
as to the prima facie right or final right of said claim- 
ants, as the committee shall deem proper, and that 
neither claimant be sworn in until said committee 


that James B. Belford be sworn in as . 


shall report. Discussed and adopted ..........---. 96, 97, 
118-132, 135-148, 150, 163 


resolution offered by Mr. Bragg as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Harris, of Virginia, that the claims of James 
B. Belford and Thomas M. Patterson to a seat upon 
the floor of this House as Sep venkat ve of the 
State of Colorado in the Forty-fifth Congress be re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee of the House, to 
be appointed, with instructions to report what was 
the day fixed by law for the election of a member of 
the Forty-fifth Congress to represent the State of Col- 


Pearson, Franklin D., bill (H. R. No. 1574) for the relief of. 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Pearl River, bill (H. R. No. 1349) for the improvement of. 


introduced by Mr. Hookeerrrõ . 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 


introduced by Mr. Roberts... 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


PEDDIE, Tuomas B., a Representative from New Jersey 


r :... a a z 
ap 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 106, to establish a Department of Commerce 
referred to the Committee on Commerce -.-........----- 
H. R. No. 930, for the relief of Rachel A. Davis, widow of 
William E. Davis, of Newark, New Jersey. ....-..... 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 931, for the relief of Horace B. Gardner 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
joint resolution introduced by, (H. R. No. 24,) referring to the 
Court of Claims a claim against the United States for 
the loss of the schooner Bergen. 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
petitions presented by, from— 
Newark, New Jersey, Board of Trade of, for the repeal of 
the bankrupt law 3 
Newark, New Jersey, letter-carriers of, and others, for an 
increase of salarion ↄ ↄ socs Jac ace sone E 
Abbott, Abiel, and John L. Merrill, for compensation for 
loss of steamer Bergen 


National Board of Trade, for the establishment of a De- 
ariment of mn y — 


88 gg 3 


orado. Discussed and withdrawn . ---- 161, 162 | Pellegrini, A. Snider, memorial of, relating to the finances 
remarks on the Colorado election case by— : Pelletier, Antonio, joint resolution = R. No. 26) to authorize 
Mr. Banks the President to request republic of Hayti to in- 
Beebe demnify. 
B introdneed by Mr. Mone ial tdeo podoak larn 237 
Buckner referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 237 
Butler SSS ðͤ abil 00 120-122 | Pembina Territory, bill (H. R. No. 792) to establish the, and pro- 
D as sense acces asastenbunedeen=- abe 130-132 vide a ings sept government therefor. 
CORRS asad > 35 check odes sors benb cine E EA 55, 60, 126-129 | introduced by Mr. Kidder—ꝛ- ada cose cence 197 
r E A T 55,59 referred to the Committee on the Territories 197 
999% TTI PE FO T A . 139 Pendleton, Philip, bill (H. R. No. 1208) for the relief of. 
EMC a Sat . ens 136 introdoced (by: Bir: t EA A 253 
G: 1 ST A EENEN EP EE E 52, 136, 138-141 referred to the Committee on War Claims 253 
AA 52, 53, 55, 59, 60, 94-97, 118-132, 155, 161, 162 | Peunsylvania, the State of— 
Harris, of Virginia 94, 95, 118-122, 157, 158, 162 Representatives from, attended: Chapman Freeman, Charles 
Harrison S O'Neill, Samuel J. Randall, William D. Kelley, Alfred 
House i C. Harmer, William Ward, I. Newton Evans, Hiester 
Lapham.. Clymer, A. Herr Smith, Samuel Augustus Bridges, 
Maanas Francis D. Collins, Hendrick B. Wright, James B. 
RONEN Vana ˙ A ͤ A e AE N EE 60 Reilly, John W. Killinger, Edward Overton, jr., John 
Sonthard])d]) .. 95, 121, 128, 129, 139, 140, 144-148 I. Mitchell, Jacob Miller Campbell, William 8. 
SPMOBER ALOE FE r A 55, 95, 122-126, 162 Stenger, Levi Maish, L. A. Mackey, Jacob Turney, 
T BB see A eae ere 159 Russell Errett, Thomas M. Berne, William S. Shallen- 
WIRD scsi cascina haus sechedha RATAA ROR VAREN 125, 144 berger, Harry White, John M. Thompson, Lewis F. 
WAN a ti badesn sac p A A E AA a rr T a TN O N 51 
resolution by Mr. Hale, that the Committee of Elections be legislation concerniug— 
discharged from the consideration of the contested- ill (H.R. No. 1242) to provide a building for the use of the 
election case of Belford rs. Patterson for a seat in United States circnit and district courts, custom- 
the House as a Representative from the State of Col- house, and post-office at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
orado. Discussed and laid on the table 610-614 introduced by Mr. Errett i.. .. 2.5. 44 306 
remarks on the, by— referred to Committee on Public Buildings aud Grounds. 396 
RANK cccsacaladtecese ccs scescenderessenatekwesee 614 bill (LL. R. No. 1565) making an appropriation fur the erec- 
TC 610 tion of a publie building and the purchase of a site 
Conger... .-.. 613 therefor, at Erie, Pennsylvania. 
or! / 613, 614 introduced by Mr. Watson 606 
77)... 0 referred to the Committee on Public Buildings. 606 
( SNT A EN S NEE E ASNI EDLA ANEA l memorials and petitions from citizens of— 
ABF ca Sands ĩͤ v ĩ ĩ ( S SE asking Government aid to homestead settlerss 165 
Harris, of Virginii mini 611, 612, 614 for cheap telegraphy --.-<--- . 200 
POSE 55 VZV 81 relating to salaries and the hours of labor 221 
S ð̊] 3910,04 for the repeal of the stamp tax on matches... 234 
Springe 118688 for Government aid to emi grant. 386 
Stephens, of Georgia ....-.....-...-..-.-.--.----611, 612 for an appropriation for encouragement of rifle practice... 520 
Watt 612 workingmen of, petition of, asking Government aid to home- 
Patton, Nancy, ag relating to war claim of................ 244 lr sow a coon E A r 164 
Paymasters, bill (H. R. No. 30) in relation to expenses of. Pennycough, James, bill (H. R. No. 1042) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr: Eames 170 introduced by Mr. RiddlPPe 2 29 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 170 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .............. 239 
Payne, James A., bill (H. R. No. 271) for the relief of. Penry, Eli, bill (H. R. No. 219) for the relief of. 
introduced: by Mr, El.... 128 introduced by Mr. Senle ss . „'Iö 176 
referred to the Committee on War Claims — 178| referred to the Committee of Claims 176 
papers relating to war claim oer . 3601 reference changed to the Committee on War Claims. 256 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Pensions, legislation concerning— 
amendment of the act granting, to restore names stricken from 


bill H. R. No. 183, introduced by Mr. Cabell............. 17 
22, introduced by Mr. Vance 177 
359, introduced by Mr. Whitthorne . 181 
676, introduced by Mr. Reagan.-.......... 193 
1058, introduced by Mr. Bicknell .......... 239 
1063, introduced by Mr. Hartzell... .. = 239, 24 


1383, introduced by Mr. Turner 356 
1684, introduced by Mr. Riddle 
amendment of the act granting, to victims of the Centralia 


i massacre— 

bill H. R. No. 597, introduced by Mr. Rea 190 
arrearages of, provisions for the— 

bill H. R. No, 34, introduced by Mr. Ballou. - 170 


55, introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York. 171 
304, introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio....179, 180 
718, introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wis- 


( I . EEEN Ou 
743, introduced by Mr. Strait 195 
933, introduced by Mr. Mackey ......-.--. 235 
Mexican war, granting, to soldiers of the— 
bill H. R. No. 217, introduced by Mr. Scales 176 
240, introduced by Mr. Felton 177 
257, introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama. 178 
358, introduced by Mr. Whitthorne 181 
452, introduced by Mr. Sparks 186 
551, introduced by Mr. Fort 1853 
610, introduced by Mr. Gunter 190 
687, introduced by Mr. Throckmorton 193 
722, introduced by Mr. Luttrell ........-.. 195 
1408, introduced by Mr. Pollard 357 
officers’, pertain edna Eie 
bill (H. R. No. 992) introduced by Mr. Sayler ....-------- 237 
Pensler, August, petition of, for payment for loss of a horse.... 148 
Pentwater, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 1760) for the erection of a 
keeper’s dwelling at the light-house at. 
introdu r eas S a ances 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
bill (H. R. No. 1769) for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor at. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce........-.-...---- 811 
Peoria, Illinois, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, for an 
increase of salaries see 5 148 
Pere Marquette, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 1758) for the erection 
of a keeper’s dwelling at the light-house at. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell... ... 2.22. 222. saecee . ̃ Bb 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
Perkins, Daniel W., bill (H. R. No. 850) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ellsworth... ....-....2...2.2..2222..2.2-. 209 
referred to the Committee of Claims 209 
Perkins, Judith, and Marie P. Evaus, papers relating to war 
e eels CO wan ew E EN E neon OOO 
Perrin, Mrs. A., petition of, to be paid the value of postage- 
Kampe told 8900 
Perry & Co., Charles A., bill (H. R. No. 557) to authorize the 
Court of Claims to determine the claim of. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin 188 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar g 1388 
Perry, Oliver H., bill (H. R. No. 1375) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Blackburn 356 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 356 
Petersburgh, Virginia, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an in- 
crease Of salaries r e 199 
Peterson, B. H. and B. C., bill (H. R. No. 1356) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ellis „„ 355 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 355 
Peterson, George W., petition of, for a pension 243 
Peterson, R. G., bill (H. R. No. 1253) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr, Finle z ³ )bkk⁴g228 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions......-....... 328 
Peterson, Thomas S., bill (H. R. No. 27) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Loring... ..-... -. .----.20.5-22-0--2-2---- 170 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.............. 17 
Pettus, John R., and others, petition of, relating to the currency. 221 


Peysert, Robert, bill (H. R. No. 1533) for the relief of. 
introdaced by Mr. Bri 


G89... 


referred to the Committee of Claims 582 
Phariss, Sammel M., bill (H. R. No. 594) for the relief of. 
introduced by unn co » 190 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 190 
petition of, for reimbursement of certain money 302 
Pheen, Philip, petition of, for a pension 234 
Phelps, H. J., bill (H. R. No. 604) for relief of estate of. 
introduced by Mr. Odla sisa „ 190 
referred to tae Committee of Claim... 190 
papers relating to claim oh. 243 


PHELPS, JAMES, a Representative from Connecticut— 
BSURNOON nok E SA EEE Wate ne secede A raise settee ener tate 


bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 38, for the repeal of the existing national tax on 


deposits in savings-institutions 170 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 170 
H. R. No. 39, for the relief of James Caler, of Stamford, 
Lenses ses 17 
referred to the Committee of Commerce 70 


H. R. No. 40, to repeal section 15 of the act to amend exist- 
ing customs and internal-revenue laws and section 

of the national-bank act. 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 41, granting a pension to Mary Desbrow 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 170 
H. R. No. 42, granting a pension to Lucius Sackett, of 
Beacon Falls, Connecticut. 170 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 17 
H. R. No. 43, for the relief of George F. Selleck, late lieu- 
tenant Fifth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers ... 170 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 170 
H. R. No. 44, granting additional pension to John F. Chase, 
of Saybrook, Connecticut.. 17 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 70 
H. R. No. 45, for the relief of Thomas Butler, late a private 
in Company M, Third United States Cavalry 170 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 170 
H. R. No. 46, for the relief of Sidney F. Oviatt, postmaster 
at Orange, Conneoti cut. 170 
referred to the Committee of Claim 170 
H. R. No. 47, for the relief of Robert C. Narramore, late 
master at Derby, Conneeticuuun 17 
referred to the Committee of Claims ꝗ . q 170 
H. R. No. 48, for the relief of Marvin H. Amesbury........ 170 
referred to the Committee on War Claims............... 170 
H. R. No. 49, for the relief of Moses Bradley, a aes in 
Company L, First Regiment Connecticut Heavy Ar- 
FTT benny ES cows teat Un seeeae soauew 170 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 170 
H. R. No. 50, for the relief of George Cowles, of New Haven, 
Connection 170 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 170 


H. R. No. 51, for continuing the improvements in Milford 
Harbor, in the State of Connecticut. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
II. R. No. 52, for continuing the improvements at the mouth 
of Connecticut River, at Saybrook, in the State of 


CGonnectientt:t᷑tt . A 170 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 170 
petitions presented by, from 
Hyde, George L., and others, for an increase of the salaries 
of letter entries „66 
Hatch, Davis, for remuneration for losses sustained 510 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. aay to repeal the third sec- 
tion of the resumption act. [See Appendix, page 11.] 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, citizens of, for an increase in the 
salaries of letter-carriers........ 2. 2........-.--.--- 221 
College of Physicians of, memorial of, relating to the taxes on 
ehemicala seo. $5.5 82: 624 
national banks of, and others, memorial of, against the pas- 
sage of the act authorizing the coinage of silver to 
Philli Geo 85 P., bil (H. R. Ne. . 247) to grant a pension to. se 
i „ bill (H. 0. 247) to nt a pension to. 
intendused fy Me Benn Leth ba ihe Tee ae Aaa) 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions....... 177 
Phillips, William, bill (H. R. No. 1032) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. House V2 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
WILLIAM A., a Representative from Kansas 
Wetended 2 2c e iaeoa edsa, | LOL 
appointed on committeesss— 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 745, for the equalization of bounties.ꝑ 195 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 198 
H. R. No.746,to amend the act entitled “An act making a 
propriations for the service of the Government for the 
tiscal year ending June 30, 1872, and for former y 
and for other purposes,” a ort May 18, 1872...... 195 
referred to the Committee of , eene 195 
H. R. No. 747, to amend the act entitled “An act to amend 
an act to construct a railroad and telegraph line from 
the Missouri River tothe Pacific Ocean,and to secure to 
the Government the use of the same for postal, mili- 
tary, and other purposes,” approved July 2, 1864. 195 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 195 
H. R. No. 743, to provide for the disposition of unclaimed 
PUOHO ee EA 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 195 


142 
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PHILLIPS, WILLIAM A.—Continued, 
bills introduced by— 

H. R. No. 749, to reimburse the State of Kansas for expenses 
incurred by said State for the United States in re- 
peling: invasions and in suppressing Indian hostil- 
a T E T E a SAF 5 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 750, authorizing the coining of the standard silver 
dollar and restoring its legal-tender character 

referred to the Committee on king and Currency. 

H. R. No. 751, to donate a portion of the military reservation 
of Fort Harker to the State of Kansas for the estab- 
lishment of anormal school, and to open the remainder 
of said reservation to settlement 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


H. R. No. 752, to provide for the payment of claims for In- 
dian dep: P 
referred to the Committee of Claims 


H. R. No. 753, to provide for a Government building in the 


city of Leavenworth, in the State of Kansas........ 196 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 196 
H. R. No. 754, granting a pension to James W. Crowley.... 196 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 196 
H. R. No. 755, granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Jane Pyle.. 196 
referred to t e Committee on Invalid Pensions 196 
H. R. No. 756, granting a pension to Americus D. Patterson... 196 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 196 
H. R. No. 757, for the relief of William H. Powell and F. A. 
CCC nbas pena aaisne UAE 195 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means .......... 196 


H. R. No. 758, for the relief of the surviving partners of 
Shrewsbury, Slemons & Co., Government transporters. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. pa 759, for the relief of Joseph C. Irwin and William 
hillips 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 760, for the relief of Samuel B. Han way 
referred to ‘the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1095, to create postal savings-banks............. 
referred to Committee on the Post-Otlice and Post-Roads.. 
H. R.N 15 1878 to repeal section 1258 of the Revised Statutes 
of 187 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1171, for the relief of the Delaware Indians in ac- 
cordance with treaty stipulations. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs........ 
H. R. No. 1172, to authorize the payment to the Delaware 
Indians of the amount awarded to them under the pro- 
visions of the treaty of July 4, 1866.. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.. 
H. R. No. sb al pee for the payment of duties on im- 
ports in legal-tender notes of the United States, and 
to ide e, the time when they shall be so receiva- 
88 3 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means . 
motions made by to 
adjouruu ob ats GE as ono 
withdraw the papers of W. H. Powell and F. A. McDowell. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Leavenworth, Kansas, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
salaries — . 134, 166 
Pleas, aam d M, and F. S. Jones, for payment for property 


— ðr—rE—rE ene ‚—[1Ü!. 3 — 


198 


Spencer, Nannie, administratrix, for payment for cord-wood. 206 
Spencer & Mead, for payment for goods sold certain Indian 
tribes .... 15 206, 244 
honrs of labor, papers relating to the bill regulating. dsatees) SMO 
incidental remarks yyy 55, 212, 349, 359, 815 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments 


258, 
259, 260, 261, 262, 276, 277 

bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the se 
of the Army for the fl ending June 30, 1878.. 1 


bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the ern 
priations for the service of the Government for the 


tiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years. 593 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix x page 45. 
Philo, Parsons and Island Queen, bill (H. ie No. 639) relating 
to the steamers. 
introduced by Mr. Conger . „ 191 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 191 
9 of the United Lover petition of, for the printing of 
the subject-catalogue .. 2.2.2.5 „%. 361 
Pickard, Isaiah, bill H. R. No. 910) for the relief of, 
introduced Dy Mie. Sua: <2 Gn contac do dust kieran e E 235 
referred to the Committee of Claim o. - BS 


Pickerell & Brooks, petition of, for 8 of a war claim 97 
Pierson, Charles S., petition of, to be refunded certain money.. 510 
bill (H. R. No. 995) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Sayler. .. 2.20.0. socces secnwecocscccere 237 
referred to the Committes 8 ⁰ AAA 237 
Piggott, Michael, and others, petition of, for an increase of the 
of r TTT 56 
Piland, William J., bill (H. R. No. 573) for the relief of. 
introduced by Me E ER RNS EO 189 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 189 
Pilkenton, E. T., petition of, for pay for revenue-stamys burned. 283 
Pilkinton, E. T., bill (H. R. No. 199) for the relief of. 
introđuced by r . e 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 176 
Pilot fees, bill (H. R. No. 24) to relieve certain ships and vessels 
from compulsory. 
introũneed by Mr. Orp aapea 170 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 170 
Pilotage, bill (H. R. No. 929) to relieve certain vessels from 
compulsory. 
introduced by Mr. Hardenberg. 235 
referred to the Committee on — „ 23⁵ 
Pilots on western and southern rivers, petition of, for an 
amendment to the pilot lag 340 
Piscataqua Prep bill (H. R. No. 1255) concerning navigation 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of New See * 352 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.........-.......--- 352 
Pitman, Henry F., and Samuel H. Den petition of, for pay- 
ment of a war claim seecee seaceces 133 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, bill (H. R. No. 1242) to provide a pub- 
lic building at. 
introduced by Mr. Errett -....sc.2s ce seccee cess cess 306 
referred to Committee on Pablic Buildings and Grounds... 306 
citizens of, petition of, for an increase of the salaries of let- 
POPCBITIONG 5 ais ns ali gud dete da TI ENERE 97 
Chamber of Commerce of, resolutions of, in favor of extend- 
ing the time for the completion of the Northern Pa- 
ollie Hallroad oi ccc ol diwidowlisedsvesUssindsciad 206 
relating to interstate commerce and common carriers. 799 
memorials of, for the amendment of the bankrapt laws. 599 
for the repeal or amendment of the bankrupt law....... 621 
letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries...... 97 


workingmen of, petition of, for an appropriation to enable 
them to emigrate to and occupy the public lands.. .97, 206 

Pleas, William M., and F. S. Jones, papers relating toclaimof.... 206 
Pleasanton, Iowa, citizens of, petition of, for Eid telegraphy. 133 
Plemmons, J. H r relating to war claim of 244 
Plemmons, 8. D. ill . R. No. 1327) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. V 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Plowden, Walter D., papers relating to the elaim off 
Plowman, Henry, bill (H. R. No. 739) for the relief of. 

introduced: by Mfr. Stnit ocsid issos usor orokos ceclsceeess 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Plummer, Mrs. General J. B., papers relating to the war claim of. 
Plunkett, John, bill (H. R. No. 1330) in favor of. 

introdaced Cc 

referred to the Committee of Claim 354 
Plymouth and Nantucket, bill (H. R. No. 1271) establishing sala- 

ries of collectors of customs of. 
introduced by Mr. Crapo ui sos cs ctce wien tows stwuduacbudes 
referred to the . of nix. and Means 352 


ꝗ—ͤ—d)qOMõõkcc h lũũ333 2 


Point Wilson Washington es bill (H. R. No. 784) for 
purchase of a site and erection of a fog-sigzal on. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs b 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 5 
Pointer, John A., petition of, for bounty 
Points of order, rulings on 
Mr. Cox, of New York, made the point of order that a resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. Hale was not in order, the 
Clerk having absolute control over the roll of the 
House. The Clerk sustained the point of order and 
from this decision Mr. Hale appealed. The Clerk 
declined to entertain the ap , on the ground that 
it was not compaia for the Representatives-elect to 
instruct the Clerk in the performance of a duty im- 
posed upon him by law, and for the farther reason that 
a higher question of privilege was pending, on which 
the previous question had been demanded........... 
Mr. Cox, of New York, made the pointof order, when Mr. Hale 
called up the ‘election case of James B. Belford, that 
the question must first be taken on the case of the 
member first required to stand aside. The Speaker 
sustained the point of order, and thereupon stated the 
case of Joseph H. PEY of South Carolina, to be 
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Points of order, rulings on—Continued. 

Mr. Sampson made the point of order that, under the resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. Durham and adopted by the 
House, the call of States for resolutions was in order, 
rather than the silver bill of Mr. Bland. The 
Speaker overruled the point of order — 
Mr. Barchard made the point of order that the latter portion 
of a resolution submitted by Mr. Potter required 
unanimous consent for its present consideration. The 
Speaker sustained the point of order 
Mr. Pridemore made the point of order that a resolation 
concerning. adjournment was not debateable. The 
Speaker sustained the point of orden b 
Mr. Springer made the point of order that unless a motion be 
made to proceed to the regular order, the question be- 
fore the House was the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency by Mr. Ewing. The 
Speaker overruled the point of order, on the ground 
that the morning hour was limited to sixty minutes, 
and that the bill named had taken its place in the 
morning hour and could not be taken out except by 
unanimous. consent 
Mr. Conger made the point of order that, this being private 
Till day, Mr. Ewing’s bill for the repeal of the resump- 
tion act could not be considered, and moved that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House. The Speaker overraled the point of order, on 
the ground that there was no Private Calendar and 
that the unfinished business of the previous morning 
hour was first in order „„ 
Mr. Frye made the point of order that the House, not having 
referred any measure, bill, petition, or resolution to 
the Committee on Naval irs for an investigation, 
as proposed by a resolution offered by Mr. Whitthorne, 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, it was not com- 
petent for the committee to report the same at this 
time. The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. Sayler) sustained 
the point of order on the ground that the resolution 
was not a “measure” within the meaning of Rule 89, 
which might originate in the Committee of Naval 
Affairs anal be reported by it to the House without 
reference on the part of the House 
Mr. Conger and Mr. Hale, respectively, made the points of 
order that the unanimous consent given by the House 
to Mr. Mills related to that resolution exclusively, 

and thus an amendment to that resolution pro: 
by Mr. Banning could only be submitted by unani- 
mous consent. The Speaker ruled that the resolution, 
being before the House by unanimous consent, was 
open to amendment under the rules of the House. 
r. Mills made the further point of order that the 
proposed amendment was not in order, not being ger- 
mane to the proposition before the House. The Speaker 
sustained the point of order that the proposed amend- 
ment was not in order, on the ground that the same 
was already pending before the House, and therefore 


215 


256 


was, under Rule 48, not in order 458, 459 


Mr. Buckner made the point of order that the motion to take 
up the joint resolution in relation to the international 
exhibition at Paris was not in order, the said joint 
resolution not beltna ane of the regular appropriation 
bills 3 by the resolution making the resump- 
tion re bill a special order. The Speaker over- 
ruled the point of order on the ground that the lan- 
guage of said resolution was, “not to interfere with 
any appropriation Dill,” and as the said joint resolu- 
tion was clearly “au appropriation bill,” it was ex- 
2 from the restrictive terms of the said resolu- 
tion . e ee sinned one's secclesesisons 

Mr. Baker, of Indiana, made the point of order that a quorum of 
the House had not voted on a demand for the yeas 
and nays. The Speaker overruled the point of order 
on the ground that a quorum was not necessary to 
order the yeas and nays. Mr. Clymer, at two o'clock 
and twenty-five minutes p. m., moved that the House 
adjourn; which motion was not to. Mr. Clymer 
moved to reconsider the vote by which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. Mr. Burchard made the point of 

er that it was not in order to have the yeas and 
nays on a motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. The Speaker overruled 
the point of order, on the ground that the motion to 
reconsider could be made on any motion, whether 
carried in the affirmative or negative, except the mo- 
tion to adjourn; and that. if carried in the affirma- 
tive, the question would immediately recur on order- 
ing the yeas and nays, and if then ordered by one-fifth 
of the members voting, a further motion to reconsider 
that vote would not be in order 


527 


11, 812 
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Points of order, rulings on—Continued. 


Mr. Conger made the point of order that a motion to suspend 
the rules was not in order until after the session of 
to-day, November 27, the present not being one of the 
six days within which, under Rule 145, it is compe- 
tent to move to suspend the rules. The Speaker over- 
aie the point of order and held the motion to be in 
„ ap E S ENET A A N RON E 

Mr. Mills made the point of order that a motion thatthe House 
take a recess was not in order. The § er sustained 
the point of order, on the ground that a motion to 
take a recess was not in order pending a motion to 
suspend the rules 8 . 

Poisal, Rev. Dr. John, Chaplain of the House 


prayers offered by. cece Cente 3 5 


26, 727 


813 


9,85 
115, 117, 135, 150, 169, 202, 208, 222. 993, 234, 247, 263 


joint resolution (H. R, No. 38) autborizing the payment of, as 
Chaplain of the House of Representatives, 

introduced by Mr, Tucker 

considered and passed by the House 


—— — —ä 


referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 364 
reported back, considered, and passed by the Senate... 387 
examined and signed 2.4.5 <cscdecoey dade atas sind tydas 413, 415 
approved by the President 506 
Polk, John W., elected Doorkeeper of the House 54 
Pollard, Emery, petition of, for a pension. 148 
POLLARD, HENRY M., a Representative from Missouri— 
er T A E E T AE AEN 51 
appointed on committves.-.....---.----. 3323 198 
leave of absence granted too — — osode . 442 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 823, for the relief of Jackson Lavenburg, late 
postmaster at Unionville, Missouri 209 
referred to the Committee of Claims 209 
H. R. No. 824, for the relief of Van B. Bowers, postmaster 
at Buoklin, Missouri: ieil 2.000. .cccecncescemctdbenes 209 
referred to the Committee of Claims 209 
H. R. No. 825, increasing the pension of John F. Ellis . 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions......... - 209 
H. R. No. 826, to repeal the bankrupt lac 209 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 209 
H. R. No. 827, increasing the pension of Miles Barber 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 209 
II. R. No. 1408, granting pensions to the widows aud chil- 
dren of Mexican soldiers who were drawing pensions 
at the date of their deaths 3 — 357 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensious 2357 
petitions presented by, from 
Missouri, for a post- route between Bethany and Ringgold, 
S a ĩðↄð E so fo ges E A 221 
Bowers, Van B., to be reimbursed for property taken from a 
oo 262 
Lavenburg, Jackson, for relief 327 
Martin, Daniel A., for a pension. 443 
Pollock, William J., bill (H. R- No. 128) for the relief of. 
introduced DY Aire Freeman’ cries stn aed ¢sedenccscncoass case 173 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.............. 173 
Pomeroy, James M., memorial of, for an appropriation for the en- 
cou ment of rifle practice..................--..- 599 
Pool, Charles P., bill (H. R. No. 731) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Be Dinnells 525 0425 oss Jopb eet balabovenssscs 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.............. 195 
Porch, Emma A., bill (H. R. No. 1551) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Crittenden 605 
referred ae Commits = — —— ETSII Soa ae 606 
Porter, Martha J., bill (H. o. 957) gran a pension to. 
GML REMY. Wah Ao ee aes 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 235 
papers relating to the petition of, for a pension. 340 
Porter, William, motion withdrawing the papers off.. 727 
Portland, Maine, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, for 
en: incrense of dalary: e 11 
Portland, Oregon, Board of Trade of, resolutions of, relating to 
completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad........ 306 
Portsmouth, Ohio, city council of, and others, memorial of, that 
Portsmouth be made a port of entry................ 372 
Portsmouth, Virginia, workingmen of, petition of, relating to 
r labor and pa p 199 


Post and mail routes, papers relating to the establishment of, 
in 


Alabama 332.135, 199, 206, 727, 799 
339 
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Post and mail routes, papers relating to the establishment of, 
in—Continued. 
bbb oe sasUcad body t 700 
243 


1 ͤꝑ ²⁵ TTT ̃ ssunuuecwels 
pot park eee eT RSET HOSGARD ( 
u C 3, 
TCC Cc ccc 
Mississip pt... 66, 206, 360, 443 
221, 599, 621 


166 

, 414, 569, 727, 728 

, 548 

442 

200 

336 

Ten 333333318978 

6... 9906 

i mis 8 3 e ede St 
est D S Yevatibebed cece seuss 

Won S 199, 205, 244 

Wyoming Territory. otisses RNE ETT T RN A onde 262, 548 

Postage, bill (H. R. No. 33) to reduce, on letters. 
introduced by Mr. Eames coruna sneonen see cons aidas 170 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads... 170 


bills (H. R. Nos. 1273 and 1274) to amend the law relating to, 
concerning third-class mailable matter. 


introduced by Mr. Wait 353 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads... 352 
Postal con at Paris in 1878, expenses of delegates to 583 
Postal savings-banks, 1 R. No. 1095) to create. 
e Loco clone sedeaswats cose 242 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads... 243 
bill (H. R. No. 1613) to create. 
introduced by Mr. Stone, of IowWwaaaaa . 609 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads... 609 
Postmaster-General, the, communications from— 
relating to deficiencies in the payment of postmasters’ salaries 
during the fiscal years ending June 30, 1876, and June 
30, 1877.. Referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed 231 
in relation to the metrical system of weights and measures, 
Referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
% 0? 0 STEE ons da catkecabaces tear ae kOe 
Postmaster of the House, election of James M. Steuart as 2 4 
Postmasters, bill (H. R. No. 1258) concerning claims, for lost 
stamps, etc., of. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee .....-.....-..---.------------- 352 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 352 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 27) to amend Constitution with 
reference to the election of. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle 2. csc. wenn ns cece scccteecne VID 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary........-...... 239 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, the Committee on the— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to- . 170, 


171, 177, 178, 187, 188, 193, 196, 209, 223, 235, 238, 

239, 243, 249, 281, 282, 352, 358, 457, 605, 720, 725 

bills and resolutions reported by..-.....-..-.-..-------....-. 721 

petitions referred to. . 97, 133, 134, 135, 148, 166, 199, 200, 205, 206, 221, 

227, 228, 234, 243, 244, 262, 263, 282, 283, 302, 339, 340, 360, 361, 

386, 413, 414, 443, 520, 548, 569, 599, 621, 622, 727, 728, 799, 816 

Post-Office Department, bill (H. R. No. 1717) to repeal certain 

provisions of the act of July 12, 1876, for the. 


introduced by Mr. Ellswortng g q c 725 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post- Roads. 725 
oer sonia in the several States, bill (H. R. No, 1637) estab- 
ing. 
reported 88 Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, and recommittedcckk 5721 
Potomac River, bill (H. R. No. 942) concerning bridge near 
Three Sisters Islands across the. 
introduced by Mr. Hunton -s.-s cs 0.2.2. 2522s ecee 236 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia...... 236 
Pottawatomie Indians, bill (H. R. No. 316) to carry into effect 
the tenth article of the treaty with. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vorhees. 180 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.. 180 


bill (H. R. No, 317) to make certain payments to the. 


introduced by Mr. Van Vorhees. 180 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affuirs.............. 180 
papers relating to the claim of .............---.-........... 302 
POTTER, CLARKSON N., a Representative from New York— 
r e ame maples ASAAN «5 | 
appointed on committees ...... 197, 198 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1293, to vide for the set- 
tlement of the unpaid claims of those officers of the 
line of the revolutionary army who served to the close 
of the war of Independence, and so returned on the 
books of the ‘Treasty —<...---.<--- <- 26 3ßPU 883 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 353 


Page. 
POTTER, CLARKSON N.—Continued. 
resolution offered by, that when the House adjourns to-mor- 
row, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday next, and that 
when it then meets no business shall be in order but 
a motion to then adjourn to the following Thursday. 214 
objection made and withdrawn by Mr. Banks. 214, 215 
objected to by Mr. Burchard.. ......-.......-----.----.-214, 215 
resolution discussed and rejected -.-....-...-..-..-...---214, 215 


incidental remarks b % 74 
remarks by, on the 
South Carolina contested- election case first district ...... aA 


bil H. K. Ne ee appropelations tor ee 
i 8 0. making approp ons for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 112 B13, 155 
joint resolution H. R. No. 48, in relation to the international 
ex position 
bill H. R. No. 1526, to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
eee for the service of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 585, 
586, 588, 614 
Colorado contested-election as . 613 
Potts, Howard D., bill (H. R. No. 1311) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Reilly ..... . 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
Potts, John, petition of, for payment of a war claim 
Poultney, Thomas, bill (H. R. No. 1580) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Roberts 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ............... 
PounD, THADDEUS C., a Representative from Wisconsin 
i ß AN R N 
appointed on committees.. ................- 2... 2-22 ---- eee 
bill introduced by, H. R. No. 1456, to appropriate the sum of 
$250,000 to improve the navigation of the Chippewa 
Riven in the State of Wisconsin, and to regulate the 
volume of water in the Chippewa and Mississippi 
REF ͤ QQ į 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds be 
instructed to ascertain whether it is practicable to 
provide suitable electrical annunciators for this Hall, 
to enable members, at their respective seats, without 
noise, to call pages; and to report as early as practi- 
cable by bill or otherwise. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds ....-..-.--..-. 
that the architect of the Capitol be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to procure suitable electrical instruments, and 
cause the same to be placed in this Hall as early as 
practicable, with such arrangements and connections 
as to enable members and officers of the House to 
summon pages; the number and ments to be 
approved by the Speaker; provided that such instru- 
ments so duly placed shall be fally guaranteed, and 
together with all labor and other expenses shali not 
cost to exceed the sum of $2,000; the same when duly 
audited to be paid from the contingent fund of the 
House. Modified and nanan 2 ETA H 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 56, relative to res- 
orvos to promote the navigation of the Mississippi 
A EA TE N N RENE DI N 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
petitions presented by, from— 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a light-house and fog-signal 
on Stanard’s mook= 2 ise esos Olah SU sai Se oe 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a survey of the Saint Croix 


354 


211 


808 


200 
200 


!!: f ̃ĩͤ EEN TE W T we ap 
Wisconsin, for a post-route.........--.-@----.-------.--- 244 
Amherst, Wisconsin, citizens of, for the repeal of the bank- 

Pape A cs uss s Uva . 
incidental remarks bye 203, 205, 211, 346, 568, 629 
remarks by, on the— 

rsonal explanation ...... 5.2.4... .- 247 248 
ill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments. 257, 616, 627 
resolution concerning electrical annunciators for the Hall.. 808- 
Poverty Island light-house, workingmen on, petition of, for re- 


ME ap teres piteudee nh slorssee IEE RE E E cay (UG 
bill (H. R. No. 622) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan.........-...-... 191 
referred to the Committee of Claims 191 
Powell, W. = Bars F. A. McDowell, bill (H. R. No. 757) for the 
relief ot. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips. 196 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. . 196 
motion withdrawing the papers oꝶ . 198 
Powell’s and 8 Rivers, bill (H. R. No. 948) for the improve- 
ment of. 
introduced by Mr. Pridem ore 236 
reſerred to the Committee on Commerce. 236 
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Powers, Eliza Howard, bill (H. R. No. 104) for the areas of. 
introduced by Mr. CAA e R eee eee e 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

POWERS, LLEWELLYN, a Representative from Maine— 
n N ENN T on — 
appointed on 1 4＋4K4444õõ˙ꝛ . 
bills introduced by, 

H. R. No. 1560, or ‘the relief of John Keating, late private 
Company B, First Regiment Heavy Artillery, Maine 
Volunteer e ra nainnindneseceus 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1561, granting a pension to Sarah C. Palmer 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions s 
petitions presented by, from— 

Flynn, John, for a pension - . ---+--- 

pangon Maine, citizens of, for an increase of the salaries of 

C ( ˙ A AA E SRS 
Powers, Stephen, bill (H. R. No. 1112) for the relief of. 
e ee! by Mr. Schleicher 

referred to the Committee = the Judiciary. .. 4 

Prash, F., and T. F. McElroy, papers relating to the claims of.. 

Pratt, Joseph R., bill (H. R. Ib. 1173) for the relief of. 
introduced by Rn e 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Preddy, Charles W., bill (I. R. No. 605) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Slemons : 
referred to the Committee of SSIS PRY ALY OE Mt SG 

Pato te bill 1 R. No. 1192) concerning. 

int Wer caen'stamend S 
referred to a Committee on Public Lands 7 

Prescott, William H., ere department 

President of the Uni States, proposed amendments to the 

Constitution in reference to the election of the 


joint resolution H. R. No. 11, introduced by Mr. Springer.... 
23. introduced by Mr. Finley ...... 
33, introduced by Mr. Oliver = 

the 25 votes for, counting of the— 
bill H. R. No. 495, introduced by Mr. Harrison pandas 3 

the term of office of — 
joint resolution H. R. No. 32, introduced by Mr. Oliver 
36, introduced by Mr. House 
President of the United States, messages from the— 

referred to the Commit- 


at the 3 soaps ing of the session. Rea 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
pas ordered to be printed .... ........---.-- 222.2565 
resolution distributing the several parts of the message to 
app propriate committees. Considered and agreed to.. 
transmitting the report of a board of inquiry appointed by 
the Secretary of the Interior to examine into the 
causes of the fire which destroyed a part of the Inte- 
rior Department building September 24, 1877 
transmitting a report of the Secretary of the Navy, setting 
’ forth the particulars wi h reference to the existing 
deficiencies in the Navy Department 
transmitting reports from the Secretary of State and Secre- 
151577 ar, in answer to a resolution of November, 
transmitting reports from the Secretary of State and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, in answer to a resolution of 
November: 5, 7 T8 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, in answer 
to a resolution of November 12, 187 77ʃ 
Preston, Simon M., papers relating to the petition of, for relief 
Price, D. W., petition of, for payment of a claim 
bill (H. R. No. 1228) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Blackburn 
referred to the Committee of Claim ss. 
motion withdrawing the papers o 
Price, HIRAM, a Representative from Iowa 
777 K ̃ ... E A 
appointed on committeeeee s 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 699, to restore certain lands in Iowa to settlement 
under the homstead law, and for other purposes 
rare to the Committee on Public Lands 


Statutes 2j! ey O A T ER T cows 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............-. 
H. R. No. 701, to reduce the interest on ibas public debt, and 
to secure the circulating notes of national banks 


referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 
H. R. No. 702, granting a pension to Orin B. Crane 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


H. R. No. 703, granting a pension to John Ross, of Captain 
Bochler’s company of Pennsylvania militia, war of 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


resolution offered by, that in the jud 


incidental remar 


Price, HIRAM— Continued, 
bills introducod by— 
H. R. No. 704, granting a 
private in the Secon 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. . 194 
H. R. No. 705, , granting a pension to Laura „the 


on to J. D. Binford, late a 
Jowa Cavalry y 194 


widow of cy Seaman, a soldier of the war of 1812 194 

H. K. No. 706, the Committee on 5 eee, 194 
o. nting a pension to He eather 

e in the wae of TA O S 494 

referred to the . on Revolutionary Pensions... 194 


H. R. No. 707, ting a pension to Martin Raff, late pri- 
vate in mpany C, Second Kentucky Infantry Seka 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 194 


H. R. No. 708, granting 8 to Josiah B. Chamber- 
lain, late a private in Company K, Twentieth Iowa In- ne 
EA SSL WRAY RRR AR TT epi dle na A EI le 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
H. R. No. 709, granting a 1 8 to Jason D. Herrick, a 
rivate in Company G, Thirty-first Iowa Volunteer 


ting a pension to Jane D. Cotto 
referred to © Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1241. for the relief of Amanda M. Cook, of Scott 
County, 7777000000 306 
referred to the Committee of Claims 306 
H. R. No. 1249, arenes a pension to Nancy Read, the 
widow of J ad, a soldier of the war of 1813... 398 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 328 
H. R. No. 1250, appropriating money for the purchase of a 
site and the erection of a post-office and other Gov- 
ernment offices in the city of Davenport, in the State 
OLIGO WR sere e as takin cap arteccl Gadvaonakh E 328 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. Mondan 3 328 
H. R. No. 1493, granting a pevsion to Sally Rogers, the 
widow of Isaac Rogers, a soldier of the war of 1812.. 400 
referred to the Committee on Revolution Pensions... 400 
ent of this House 
remonetization of silver and the restoration of the 
silver dollar of sufficient weight and fineness to make 
it an honest dollar and a legal tender would be a 


step in the right direction, productive of much good.. 228 
petitions presented by, from— 
Davenport, Iowa, etter-carriers of, and others, for an in- 
crease of salaries .........--...-- . 148 
Seaman, Laura, for a pension. ͥ üQ 166 
Binford, J. D., for a pensio»,nnnn n ««õé6 166 
Herrick, Jason D., for a pension ...-.. ....-.--.---+-s-e--- 200 
Chamberlain, Josiah B., for a pension. 200 
Crane, Orin B., for a pension Enews tae REM Ee SNES Ea S a Ae 200 
Weatherby, Henry C., for a pension. 200 
Cook, Amanda M., for compensation for property destroyed 
n . 327 
Read, Nancy, for a pension 3e 
Rogers, Sally, for a pension. 
incidental remarks bj 262, 328, 458, 561, 627, 724 
remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments 261, 


275, 276, 278, 270, 280 
bill (H. R. No. 1220 to provide for certain deficiencies in the 
pay of the Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps... 378 


PRIDEMORE, AUBURN L., a Representative from Virginia— 
gible =. 555. ici sk Eee ee OB 


inted on committees... .. ss. 198 


. 
bills introduced by, viz: 


H. R. No. 948,-for the improvement of Powell’s and Clinch 
Rivers SNR Ce ope aed Kal cote ae ees he SES E AAN 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.---- ..-.---..-- 236 

H. R. No. 949, for the improvement of the Louisa Fork of 

Sandy from Piketon, Kentucky, to the mouth of Dis- 


DSL eie csancaascageestcbatecasses S00 
referred to the Committee on Commere ---.--.22. -rae 236 
H. R. No. 950, to amend and re-enact section 4884, chapter 1, 
title 60, Revised Statutes of the United States 236 
referred to the Committee on Patents 236 


H. R. No. 1554, 1 for the placing of the name of 
Cynthia Cloud upon the pension-rols, and paying to 


her certain sums of money 606 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 606 
petitions PW P. by, from 

Burwell, W. P., for compensation for tobacco lost.....-...- 97 


Rohr, Philip, for Ss for tobacco taken by the 
a ĩðͤ v 1 
83 Wiliam W., for payment of a war claim. 148 
Miller, Daniel, and others, for a change in the currency laws. 244 
ks by ..--.- 2204 ---- 148, 214, 322, 616, 620 
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Pripemore, AUBURN L.— Continued. 
rail (ii. B. No 903). mink jations for the support 
ill (H. 0. n ropriations for the sup 
ot the Army for the 3 ending June 30,1878.. 
point of orderi e ee 
papers poe by, relating to the claim of George W. Hen- 
derlite Idee. 
Prince, poe ell petition of, relating to the transportation of 
anim: 
ci, the Select Committee on 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 
211, 262, 353, 356, 372, 606, 720, 723, 723 Ta 


·‚7—ũ²0xh⸗ů⸗ 3333 


petitions referred to. e199, 227 
Private land claims, bill (ii. R. No. 1302) for the relief of cer- 
tain citizens relative to. 


introduced by Mr. ONeill. ꝗ ⁊ 353 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 353 
bill (H. R. No. 1451) to provide for ascertaining and settling 
certain. 
introduced by Mr. Ittner itetit nane OFS 
referred to the Committee on Private Land ‘Claims ey 372 
Private Land Claims, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 97,172, 


209, 237, 240, 249, 352, 358, 372, 723 
bills and resolutions reported by -610 


petitions referred to. . 76, 134, 148, 200. 297, 302, 386, 413, 442 
Prize-money, bill (H. R. No. 75) providing tor the abolition of. 

introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork. 171 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 171 
Proclamation by the President convening the Houses of Con- T 
Proffitt, Maria T., petition of, for payment of a War claim...... 227 


Prohibition of payment by any ofticer of the Government to an 
rson not known to have been op to the rebell- 
on and in favor of its suppression, bill (H. R. No. 


1684) to repeal joint resolution concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle eects coeee eens 724 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ........-..... 724 
Property captured and abandoned, bill (H. R. No. 1357) in rela- 
tion to the proceeds of. 
introdnced by Hr. Ellis. 6222.02 cece eee eee 355 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 355 


Prosh, F., and T. F. McElroy, bill (H. R. No. 786) tor ‘the relief « of. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs 
referred to the Committee of Claims 

Protestant Episcopal Seminary, Virginia, bill(H. R. No. 943) for 

the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hunton .... .... 222.22. cece scence ceeeeee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
reference changed to Committee on Education and Labor 

Providence, Rhode Island, bills (H. R. Nos. 921 and 1547) con- 

cernin purchase of land for use of the Government in. 
introduced by Mr Fame 2 1 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 

Public buildings, legislation concerning— 

Council 1 e r of, at, appropriation for the, bill H. R. 

0. 112 
8 Ri enion of, at, appropriation for the, bill 
0. 12 

Detroit, Michigan, ereslion of, at, appropriation for the, bill 
e e EACEA AE AR 

Erie, Pennsylvania, erection of, at, . for the, bill 
H. 5 CCC 


ů(—7“ xßE 2 


‚·— „„ 


e 

Houston, Texas, construction of a post-office at, appropriation 
for the, bill H. R. No. 60 . eens 
Jacksonville, Florida, erection of, at, appropriation for the, 
bill H. R. No. 652 

e R y, Missouri, erection of, at, appropriation for the, 
ill H. R. No. 1086.. 

e tsi Kansas, erection of a, at, appropriation for the, 
3 is FF 5 
Lynchbur; irginia, erection of a, at, appro) riation for the, 
e dere ee 
Parkersburgh, West Virginia, completion of the custom-house 
at, ee e for the, Deer H. R. Noi 7645. 2-222 
. Pen vania, erection of u, at, appropriation for 
bill HL BNO SOAR, ee Gis io saetheaelnes 

Quincy, 110 trotian of a, at, appropriation for the, bill 


— 


Sacramento, California, erection of, at, appropriation for the, 
Du RU Nes r 0 

San Francisco, California, erection of a, at, appropriation for 
the, bill H. R. No. 1538 8 

Savannah, Georgia, erection of a, at, appropriation for the, 


il 3 tio er ab apo 3 177 
Shrevepo uisiana, erection of a, at, appropriat: on for e, 
bill H. VVPCPVVVPTTVTTTTTTTTTTTTTT a] 


298 | Tyler, Texas, GAN of a, at, appropriation for the, bill H. 
626 R. No. 677. 


Public buildings, legislation concerning—Continued. 
Topeka, 8 81 erection. of a, at, appropriation for the, bill 
20 


193 
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Public Buildings and Grounds, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 
179, 186, 187, 188, 179, 190, 192, 193, 196, 258 210 
211,237, 239, 240, 249, 250, 251, 306, 605, 606, 723 
petitions referred too 243, 340, 386, 510, 548, 816 
Public debt, bill (H. R. No. 701) to reduce the interest on the, and 
to secure the circulating notes of national banks. 


introduced by Mr. Price „ cee see cues 194 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 194 
bill (H. 5 — No. 1381) to repeal section 3693 of Revised Stat- 
W re alan ue 356 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........-...... 356 
Public documents, bill (H. R. No. 462) in relation to. 
introduced by Mr. Calkinnsns ass. nes 185 
referred to the Committee on Printing 185 
reference changed to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post- Roads iot psec „nne 720 
Public Expenditures, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 183 
Public lands, bill (H. R. No. 748) providing for the disposition 
of unclaimed. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips 195 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. . 195 
bill (H. R. No, 1000) to secure homesteads to settlers on. 
introduced by Mr. Sayler iis... L.. cote iee scenes sie lees 237 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 237 
bill (H. R. No. 1051) for the protection of settlers on the. 
introduced by Mr. Fulle «4„4„ũ?' 239 
referred tothe Committee on Public Lands 239 


Public Lands, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to . . 169,178,179, 
186, 188, 189, 190, 191, 194, 195, 196, 197, 211, 231, 237, 240, 250, 
— 251, 252, 285, 358, 350, 455, 520, 581, 582, 608, 725, 726, 811, 814, 
petitions referred to ee 166, 
199, 200, 206, 234, 243, 262, 351, $36, 413, 443, 548 
Public libraries, bill (H. R, No. 4) to provide a penalty for in- 


jury to the. 
introduced by Mr. Frese „„ 1069 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 169 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House.. 255 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judieiar x 364 
PuGH, Jous Howanp, a Representative from New Jersey— 
Attends „C 7˙éé' 51 
appointed on r iuacntbbhvcws (198 
introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1646, granting a panon 
to Bridget Leaffy, widow of Lawrence W. Leaffy.... 722 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 2 Ss 
petitions presented by, from— 
Trenton, New Jersey, letter-carriers of, and others, for an 
increase of salaries... 2.2... .--2- 65.2 esee Jesse eee se 200 
Pulford, sy ai Hapa of, for restoration of his rank in the Pe 
bill (H. RNS 1104) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 248 
referred to the Committee ou Military Affairs — 248 
Pullen, Wyley A., petition of, for payment of a war claim..... 200 
2 Thomas, vill (H. R. No. 1765) granting a pousion. 
introduced: by Mr. Hubbell „„„„w 811 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 811 
Pumphrey, Henry A., bill (H. R. No. 162) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wals) 47 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
Purnell, Mary E., bill (H. R. No. 660) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Culber son 192 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 192 
papers relating to the war claim off .-+--..--. 360 
Pusey, Angeline C., petition of, for the extension of a patent.. 599 
Putnam, Daniel C., petition of, fora Pension 302 
bill (H. R. No. 585) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Mor gans 189 
referred to the 8 on Invalid Pensions............ 189 
Putnam County, Indiana, citizens of, petition of, for the repeal 
8 ae F ne 199 
yle, Mary Jane, bill (H 0. 755) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr, Phillips tudes leone 196 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ............- 196 
` Q. 
Quackenbush, C. L., petition of, for damages for illegal arrest.. 520 
bill (H. R. No. 1447) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Iowa nn. 358 
retarted to the Committee on War Claims - 358 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Quarrell, re bill (H. R. No. 908) for the relief of. 


introduced b y Mr. Mayham sce vecccecccces cece cee - 233 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions L 233 
Quartermasters’ supplies, bill (H. R. No. 313) to provide for bet- 
ter care and protection of. 
introduced by Mr. Foster 8 seus 180 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs - 180 
Quentin, Regina, petition of, for a pension 3 799 
bill (II. R. No. 123) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Campbell. ....----+--+-++-+-+-- 173 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 
Quincy, Illinois, biil (H. R. No. 509) to authorize the construc- 
tion of a public building at. 
introduced by Mr. Knapp esso cose cece wens canoes ae 186 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. .... 187 
Quinn, Mary, bill (H. R. No. 1743) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Blackburn. 798 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 798 


QUINN, TERENCE J., a Representative from New York— 
attended 
appointed on committees .. 
leave of absence granted to... 


·‚— ²ẽ ꝛũůA sess esse 25 mm 


bill introduced by, viz: II. R. No. 1287, for the relief of the 
administratrix of Joseph Wheaton, deceased. Re- 


ferred to the Committee on War Claims 353 
resolution offered by, that the Clerk of the Honse be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed to pay Engene 
Durnin for services in the Doorkeeper’s department, 
Referred to the Committee of Accounts 582 
petitions presented by, from— 
Albany, New York, letter-carriers of, and others, for an in- 
crease of CCC 
Emery, H. L., for the extension of a patent 622 
Quorles, Samuel, bill (H. R. No. 684) for the relief of the Sais of. 
introduced by Mr. Ag — 193 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affaires es 193 
R. 
Raddach, J. B., and others, petition of, for Mexican war pen- 
GONG AEE EE E T I E T 728 
Raff, Martin, bill (H. R. No. 707) granting a pension to. 
introduced DE Mr Fliess n 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
Railey, George and John W., 7 855 relating to the war claim of.. 282 
Railroad land grants, bill (H. R. No. 1390) to forfeit certain. 
introduced. by Mr. Fuller 4„„„„„%6)⁹ ee suce 356 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 356 
Railroad lands, bill (H. R. No. 1160) for the relief of settlers on. 
introduced WY Mr. StPAlls orice exe cunceess caw dausbubewers 251 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 251 
bill (H. R. No. 1230) for the sale and settlement of certain. 
introdaced by Mr. Blair. 2.45 5.c.- ost pice) scsbescces +l 281 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad......... 281 


Railway companies, bill (H. R. No. 951) concerning settlement 
of accounts with certain. 
introduced by Mr. Waddell. .... 1.22. .cccescesce este senses 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....... .. 
bill (H. R. No. 1333) to provide for settlement with. 
introduced by Mr. Härtridge -----+-.---- 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Railways and Canals, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to- 173, 
187, 205, 211, 249, 352, 424 
petitions -reterred to 282) 634, 799 
Rarey, JoseEPH H., a Representative from South Carolina 


POET PE ERT e A ESET EET TA 1 
appointed on committees.. . . 198 
petition arenon by, from Sarah “Morrison, ‘administratrix, 
or compensation for damages to property ....-..... 327 
remarks by, on the South Carolina contes election case— 
first district ...... 0 
Rains, Mrs. Amanda, bill (i. R. No. 4806) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Eden 186 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 186 
Rains, Mary J., fags of, for a pension 569 
Rains, Z. W., bill (H. R. No. 862) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmorton... ....-....+-....--.-.---. 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.. 210 
Raleigh County, West Virginia, citizens of, papers relating to 
the war claim of -0 799 
Raleigh Court House, West Virginia, bill (H. R. No. 1599) for the 
relief of the Baptist Church at. 
jutroduced by Mr, Kenna 608 
referred to the Committee on War Claims..............-.... 608 
Ramsbury, John W., petition of, for payment of a war claim... 816 
Ramsey, G. Alexander, bill (H. R. No. 982) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ellis scence ence ceccee 237 
referred to the Committee of Claim os 237 


Rand Serti ht Company, District of Columbia, bill (H. R. No. 
) to incorporate the. 
eee, ty Mr. Van Vorhee iross coneictessvssiccccwtccte é 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
RANDALL, SAMUEL J., a Representative from Pennsylvania 
MURR AB aoa ck ws div ES davadachscneneas TT . < 
appointed on committee 8 este 
ction of, as Speaker, and address 
rulings and remarks from the chair..53,54,55,56,59, 60.815 64,65 
69,74,75,76,85,86,89,91,92,93,94, 97, 118, 120, 129, 
136, 148, 150, 153, 155, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 
197, 193, 202, 203, 204, 205, 208, 212, 213, 214, 215, 
223) 224, 225, 226, 227, 223, 220, 230, 231, 232, 233, 
243, 247, 248, 249, 252, 255, 256, 257, 262, 263, 264, 277, 278, 
251, 282, 285, 306, 325, 338, 345, 346, 347, 350, 351, 352, 260, 
372, 373, 381, 393, 399, 400, 405, 413, 424, 425, 442, 454, 455, 
457, 458, 459, 463, 464, 473, 511, 512, 513, 515, 516, 527, 528, 
559, 560, 567, 568, 569, 581, 582, 583, 593, 605, 606 606, 609, 610, 
611, 612, 615, 616, 620, 621, 622, 622, 625, 626, 627, 628, € 629, 
630, 631, 632, 633, 634, 716, 717, 719,720, 721, 722. 723, 724, 
726. 727, 799, 805, 806, 808, 809, 810, 812. 813, 814, 815, 816 
points of order, rulings on. See Points of order. 1 
petitions presented by, from 
Vessel-Owners and Captains Association of Philadelphia, 
for a continuance of the existing navigation laws 
Michigan, Legislature of, for a light-house at Thunder Bay 
E AAE ASEE T E N A E N ES SE 
Missouri, 5 of, relating to levees on the Missis- 
272! A N EEA I NES 
Missouri, Legislature of, relating to the removal of the na- 
tional neee 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a light-honse at Menomonee. 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for a eee and fog-siynal 
on Stannard’s Rock. 


5 


= 
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ee sese sses eseese eee ene sess eee ennes eee 


Wisconsin, Legislature of, Sane to the Oneida Indians.. 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for sundry mail routes 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, relating tothe Sturgeon Bay and 
Lake Michigan Canal and Tlarbor . 
W , Legislature of, for a survey of the Saint Croix 
IVEr 2250 nce ewes cow cee wns comm acne soct wate sseeeee 
Wisconsin, Legislature of, for fish-dams on the Fox River.. 
Wisconsin, . of, for the survey of Wolf River... 
Palmer, Hul e,, S TOS k= 
Hennessey, Augustine, for A Pensions . 
Wheeler, er enen 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making 3 
fcr the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
Anne 90, . LKʃ—f]2“ 
RANDOLPH, JAMES H., a Representative from Tennessee— 
Wende E OAE 
appointed on committees........-..----- 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers ot Captain R. F. 
a 


ee „„ 
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referred to 2 Committee on War Claims 
Raney, Sarah J., bill (H. R. No. 17 10) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Craven «ss 3 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ° 
Rapleye, William W., bill (H. R. No. 1291) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Camp 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 353 
Ray, Alexander, and Pin, . of, to be refunded certain 


200, 443 
REA, See a 
e e bNduserchicesnwdas T 51 
appointed on committees...... MERER suseeacuues. bene 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 597, to amend an act entitled “An act granting 
pensions to the widows, children, dependent mothers 
and fathers, or orphan brothers and sisters of those 
soldiers who were murdered by guerillas at Centralia, 
Missouri, in 1864” 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 593, to provide for the holding of additional terms 
of the circuit and district courts of the United States 
in the western district of the State of Missouri 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............. 
H. R. No. 599, to change a portion of the boundary me be- 
tween the States of Missouri and Nebraska, and to 
cede a portion of the State of Nebraska to the State 
S E ĩ / ↄ ATT MO scene 
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H. R. No. 600, for relief of the widow of James H. Wells 
referred to the Committee of Claim 
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Rea, Davip—Continued. 
MIELE No. 1087, aranti ion to James Saund l 
0. ng a pension ames nders, a sol- 
dier in the war a 1812 CCC es Set See 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Peusions 
H. R. No. 1088, for relief of Colonel Napoleon B. Giddings - 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs... ........ 
H. R. No. 1420, granting a pension to William Lett. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No, 1421, to authorize farmers and planters to sell leaf- 
tobacco of their own production to other persons than 
those who have paid a special tax, without paying a 
special tax thurefor. .. „„ „„ „„ „„ 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1422, granting a pension to James L. Hammock, 
of Saint Joseph, Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1423, for the relief of Andrew M. Jorden, of Ben- 
ton Township, Atchison County, Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
petitions presented by, from— 
awa Legislature of, against the removal of the Sioux 
c Ui lat ese lete 
Rochester, Missouri, citizens of, relating to the finances 
Saint Joseph, Missouri, letter-carriers of, and others, for an 
fnereaas OF e kao enc skog le oteck isis 
Brady, W. J. and William P., for relief ........-.....----- 


Giddings, N. B., relating to claim oſ ... 
Rea, John A., petition of, for a refund of certain taxes 
Read, Dr. John B., bill (H. R. No. 133) for the relief of. 
rr os che cece baccte 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Read, 8 petition of, for a pension 
bill (H. R. No. 1249) granting a pension to. 

introdused by ME Price. cso. le soca pede cows sane 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
Reading, Pennsylvania, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an in- 

JC. PPP 


REAGAN, JOHN H., a Representative from Texas 
e 2s S E X „„ 


bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 673, to amend certain sections of titles 48 and 52 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States concern- 
ing commerce and navigation and the regulation of 


e eae deca heeebscenedecaweads cece 
referred to the Committee on Commer c 
H. R. No. 674, to regulate interstate commerce and to prohibit 
unjust discriminations by common . 
referred to the Committee on Commerce o-s. ---- 


H. R. No. 675, to appropriate money for the improvement 
of the navigation of the harbor and bar of Sabine 

T t PSS a FT ONETARA 
referred tð the Committee on Commeree 
H. R. No. 676, to amend the act entitled “ An act granting 
pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 

1812, and the widows of deceased soldiers,” approved 
February, 14 100s e edabi A 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 677, to provide a suitable building for the United 
States courts, post-office, and internal-revenue offi- 

cers, in the city of Tyler, State of Texas 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
H. R. No. 678, appropriating money for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Sabine and Trinity Rivers, 
inthe State of ‘Texas. o.< os cous cesses T E 


Representatives elected to Congress from the State 
/ . 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary yu 
H. R. No. 680, for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Neches River, in the State of Texas 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 681, to establish the collection district of Sabine 
ACC w ² w; ⅛ de> sete vs dobedssacedeceucce 
referred to the Committee on Commeree 


— —àZ—U—ä eseese esns 


reference changed to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Bense ggg T8—1!¼ 

II. R. No. 683, for relief of heirs of Moses Cox, deceased 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affuir ss 
H. R. No. 684, for the relief of the heirs of Samuel Quorles, 
e e bane asxs 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. 8 685, for the relief of Samuel Kilgore, a citizen of 
P! ͤ EE A ß E 
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REAGAN, JOHN H.—Continued. 
joint resolutions introduced by— 
H. R. No, 16, authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to the State of Texas $1,629,615.69, 
on account of moneys paid out by said State for front- 
/ R TEN een 
referred to the Committee on Military 
H. R. No. 17, to amend the joint resolution entitled “Joint 
resolution prohibiting payment by any officer of the 
Government to any person not known to have been 
opposed to therebellion and in favor of its sappress- 
ion,” 9 1 March 2, 1887 5A 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 
H. R. No. 18, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay over to the State of Texas the balance remain- 
ing of the fund appropriated by the acts of Septem- 
ber 9, 1850, and February 20, 1855, for the payment of 
the creditors of the late Republic of Texas 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
H. R. No. 19, proposing amendments to the Constitution. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... ......-... 
H. R. No. 20, to apply the amount . by the act 
of Congress approved March 3, 1877, to pay certain 
southern mail contractors...-....--.... P 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
r d trates T SE > 
resolution offered by, that the Committee on the Rules be di- 
rected to take into consideration the following rules 
of the House, to wit: Rule 79, which relates to the 
business which may be referred to and considered by 
the Committee on Commerce; Rule 94, which relates 
to the business which may be referred to and consid- 
ered by the Committee on Railways and Canals; and 
the resolution which relates to the business which may 
be refcrred to and considered by the Committee on 
the Mississippi Levees; and that the Committee on 
the Rules consider whether there is a conflict bet ween 
said rules, and, if necessary, that said rules be revised. 
Referred to the Committee on the Rules 
petitions presented by, from— 
Skilton, Nancy A., and others, for indemnity for Indian 
spoliations ...... . Ped Fare Brea A 
Texas, for certain pos 
Frankle, N., for payment of a war claim 
incidental remarks 
remarks by, on the— 
South Carolina contested-election case—second district .... 
bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the 
standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender 
/ eS eas 
bill (H. R. No. 1121) making appropriation for continuing 
the improvement of Praa ane e a g 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriation for the su: 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 


78 20 


concurrent resolution concerning final adjournment. ..... > 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
vide for the resumption of s 
bill (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the changing of the name 
of the ship Samuel G. Reel Denes, 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission 5 7 
„ c I r 
Rear-admirals, bill (H. R. No. 35) to equalize the pay of retired. 
introduced by Ms. Wits. <5 canes san nocsdnectaucsepwasac case 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Rearden, Colonel James S., bill (H. R. No. 1067) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell <2. - 20... 6. one cn ecce asero cone 
referred to the Committee of Claim 
Reciprocity treaty, with the British Provin resolution by 
. Morse, that the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested to communicate to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, as early as possible, full and complete 
statements of the trade and commerce on land and 
by sea of the United States with the British Posses- 
sions in North America in the years 1875 and 1876, 
with information of the amount of duties levied on 
articles the growth and product of said territories on 
their entry into the other; and such information as 
may be in his power of the effect of such duties on 
the trade and commerce and on the internal carryin 
trade of the United States by land and water, an 
such other information as to the effect of such exist- 
ing duties on the commerce of the great lakes and 
the Saint Lawrence River, and on the navigation in- 
terests of the United States on the high seas; whether, 
as compared with the former reciprocity system be- 
tween said territories, or more extended or modified 
application of a reciprocity system, as he may be able 
to furnish, Referred 
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Records, Fannie E., petition of, for a pension. .. 199 | REILLY, James B.—Continued. 


Records, Levan, petition of, for a pension 
Red River, bills (H. R. Nos. 984 and 985) for the removal of ob- 
structions in. 


introduced by Mr, Elam ....-....---..----.---- wel be bans 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 237 
bill (H. R. No. 1355) for improvement of the mouth of. 
introduced by Mr. Ellis 355 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 355 
Reddick, Marcus, papers relating to the claim tt 282 
Redemption-agency expenses, bill (H. R. No. 67) to provide for 
the refunding of. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lor 171 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 
Redus, William, bill (H. R. No. 1126) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Gidding ss 249 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affair 249 
Reed, A. J., bill (H. R. No. 366) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Whitthorne 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claim j 
Reed, Gilbert, petition of, for a pensſion 
Reed, John N., bill (H. R. No. 690) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmorton.......---.---------+------ 193 
referred to the Committee of Claims ez 194 
papers relating to claim oſfſꝶG .... .ĩͥ 244 
„Mrs. Olivia C., petition of, for the extension of a patent 
for hand-cut 5625 97 
bill (H. R. No. 918) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hendeee 2... 2.222. sese eee 2 eee eee 235 
referred to the Committee on Patents 235 
Reed, R. B., and others, petition of, for an increase of the sala- 
ries of letter-carriers ........---. „ 148 
ReeEp, Toomas B., a Representative from Maine 
rr y E NERE PTA, 50 
appointed on committees ........-4-- -22.--- ene 2-2 eee e eee 198 
bill introduced by, (H. R. No. 910,) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue a ster and change the name 
of the schooner Captain Charles Robbins to Minnie. 234 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 234 
petitions presented by, from— 
Portland, Maine, letter-carriers of, and others, for an in- 
Crease Of nn specs vecusacccess 134 
Paine, Samuel L., for a pension........-.-..----..-------- 227 
Henry, Philip, for a pension..........-. ---.----++-------- 386 
Thomas, John, for a pension. 443 
incidental remarks by.. esssS 3 457 
remarks by, on the resolution to print 10,000 copies of the re- 
rt of the United States monetary commission 717 
Reed, William B., petition of, for payment of a war claim 727 
Reese, Elizabeth, bill (H R. No. 93) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Lapham...... 2.2... 20-0 ..- 202s cesen eosus 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
Reeves, Rollin J., bill (H. R. No. 1729) for relief of. 
introdueed: by- Mr: Stone: e teed 725 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs — lL eeO 
Reference of a bill on the remonetization of silver to the Com- 
mittee of Sanaz; Weights and Measures. Consid- 
ered and adopted ttt 232, 
Reform in the Civil Service, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 179, 255 
petitions referred to 2 263, 339 
Registers and receivers, bill (H R. No. 1462) in relation to cer- 
tain fees allowed to. 
introduced by Mr. Ryan 8 359 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.............. 359 
Reich, Rebecca C., bill (H. R. No. 473) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Hanna c 185 
. 85 ae l EN Invalid Pensions 5 8 18⁵ 
idinger, ius, bi R. No. 1414) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Hatcher ped sean ria 357 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 
REILLY, JAMES B., a Representative from Pennsylvania 
Kea. 88 51 
appointed on committees .........-....2.- 22-20-22. eee 197, 198 
leuve of absence granted to! 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1308, for the relief of Daniel Small, a soldier of the 
W AEP 354 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 354 
H. R. No. 1309, for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Philip Lawall; deceased.: s... -iscsi scone wens coseus 354 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 354 
H. R. No. 1310, for the relief of Henry C. Pany, doctor of 
medicine, late an assistant surgeon in the United 
Staton e vesewecsdkes sant pwupeus esccuecauce, GOE 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 354 
H. R. No. 1311, for the relief of Howard D. Potts, an assist- 
ant engineer in the United States Navy............. 354 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs ......-..--.. 354 


622| petitions presented by, from— 


Pennsylvania, citizens of, asking Government aid to home- 
e ens eecossimcteceseesan ders asas 
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, citizens of, for the repeal 
of the resumption a. 
MMCIMONtALl TOMALES DY =) T ne sec et ban decswedaecesouatlcace 
Reilly, Jobn H., bill (H. R. No. 78) ting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York ...-...--.----------- 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Reilly, William L., motion withdrawing the papers off 
Reiring, Henry, petition of, for a pension . 
Reisinger, Charles S., petition of, for compensation as messen- 
C6111! AEC OT RTL ET 
bill (H. R. No. 125) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Thompeon .... ..... 20. --00 conc cece cece 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Remick, Rebecca, petition of, for arrears of pension 
Remick, Rebecca B., bill (H. R. No. 1256) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
Remission of duties, pa resolution (H. R. No. 49) in regard to. 
introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of New York 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.-.......-..-.-- 
Remonetization of silver, bill (H. R. No. 904) to provide for the. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures 
preamble and resolutions by Mr. Price, that whereas much 
uncertainty and great anxiety exist in the minds of 
the people of this nation in reference to what action 
may be taken at this session of Congress on the sub- 
ject of our finances; and whereas some settled line 
of policy is absolutely necessary for the commercial 
and financial prosperity of all sections of our country: 
Therefore, Resolved, That iu the judgmentof this House 
the remonetization of silver and the restoration of the 
silver dollar of sufficient weight and fineness to make 
it an honest dollar aud a legal tender would be a step 
in the right direction, productive of much good, and 
should have the necessary legislation to effect that 
object at the earliest possible moment 
Renean Komae University, Mississippi, bill (H. R. No. 1352) to 
endow. 
introduced by Mr. Manning 3 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
Rentz, John, bill (H. R. No. 626) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
papers relating to case of... 52. 2.2 22. one ee cee enon cee eaee 
Repair of naval vessels, resolution by Mr. Shelley, that the Sec- 
retary of the Navy inform this House what naval 
vessels have been put under repairs since the Ist of 
March last, with the name and cost of the same to 
date and the amount which will be necessary to pu 
them in sea-going condition. Referred : 
Replogle, William H., petition of, for a pension 
Representatives, oath of office of, resolution by Mr. Patterson, 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the Jaw 
that but one form of oath shall be administered to 
Representatives in Congress, and that they report by 
bill or otherwise on or before the first Monday of 
December next. Considered and agreed to 
Representatives to Con bill (H. R. No. 774) supplementary 
to an act for the apportionment of. 
introduced by Mr. Wels 444444 „„«„660 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 
Resumption of specie payment, repeal of the third section of 
the act for the— 
bill H. R. No. 297, introduced by Mr. Sonthard ....-..----- 
H. R. No. 307, introduced by Mr. Ewi 
. 348, introduced by Mr. 
. 370, introduced by Mr. Bright 
R. No. 399, introduced by Mr. Atkins ve 


515, introduced by Mr. Kna 
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R. No. 661, introduced by Mr. Culberson. 
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considered, amended, aa e the House 203-205, 
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„226, 228-231, 257-262, 264-281, 381-385 
400-413, 425-442, 459-510, 615-622, 623-633 
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amendment offered by Mr. Aldrich hh 631 
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Clark, e (63k 
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Elisworth. [See Appendix, page 3.] 
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Hewitt, of New York.................. 288, 492-495 

Hubbell ee eee 257, 425, 429-432 
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Humphrey. [See Appendix, page 66.] 
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remarks on the bill and amendments, by— 

Mr. Potter: „ 
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White, of Pennsylvania. [See Appendix, page 69. 1 

Williams, of Wisconsin. [See Appendix, page 46. J 

Willis, of New Lor 
[See Appendix, page 28.] 


sections 2513 and 2514 
section 2931, bill H. R. No. 1118, by Mr. ' Seleicher 
section 2058, bill H. R. No. 100, by Mr. ped 
section 2090, bill H. R. No. 31, b 


section 2997, bill H. R. No. 197, by Mr. Walker 
section 3009, bill H. R. No. 1498 
section 3229, bill H. R. No. 437, by 
section 3244, bill H. R. No. 547, 2 
section 3244, bill H. R. No. 1061, 
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section 3280, bill H. R. No. 463, by Mr. Browne 
section 3297, bill H. R. No. 1448, by Mr. Clark, of Iowa 
section 3369, bill H. R. No. 325, by Mr. Knott....-..----..... 
section 3394, bill H. R. No. 1017 by Mr. Banning............ 
section 3412, bill H. R. No. 378, by Mr. Riddle 
sections 3412 and 3413, bill H. R. No. 206, by Mr. Davis, of 
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section 3477, bill H. R. No. 1492, by Mr. Conger . 
section 3430, bill H. R. No. 204, by Mr. Davis, of North Car- 
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section 3480, bill H. R. No. 226, by Mr. Vance 
section 3588, bill H. R. No. 665, by Mr. Culberson.......-.... 
section 3693, bill H. R. No. 1381, 125 ne 8 ee 
section 4220, bill H. R. ens 
sections 4233-4414, 55 
section 4278, bill H. 
section 4472, bill H. 
section 4693, bill H. R. No. 1385 by Mr. Turner 
section 4709, bill H. R. No. 820, by Mr. Ryan. 
section 4709, bill H. R. No. 1058, y Mr. Bicknell ............ 
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Wirth baste ee pene 5; OORTE S E Soe 
referred to the Senate Committee on Finance 635 
Resurvey of lands, bill (H. R. No. 788) to authorize the, in cer- 
tain cases. 
introduced by Mr. Kidder „ 197 
referred to the Committee on the Pablic Lands 1 
Revised Statutes, bills to amend the 
section 27, bill H. R. No. 429, by Mr. Harrison 186, 424 
section 363, bill H. R. No. 1377, by Mr. Durham — 350 
section 540, bill H. R. No. 596, by Mr. Buckner 190 
sections 563 and 629, bill H. R. No. 1380, by Mr. McKenzie... 356 
section 639, bill H. R. No. 1134, by Mr. Bouck......-..-.-... 250 
sections 639-647, bill H. R. No. 505, by Mr. Townshend, of 
ß L AERA 186 
section 649, bill H. R. No. 1494, by Mr. Tipton 400 
sections 649 and 714, bill H. R. No. 700, by Mr. Price 194 
sections 820 and 821, bill H. R. No. 258, by Mr. Ligon........ 178 
sections 820 and 821, bill H. R. No. 259, 55 Mr. Herbert...... 178 
sections 820 and 821, bill H. R. No. 617, by Mr. Gause 11 
section 821, bill H. R. No. 276, by Mr. eee 178 
section 840, bill H. R. No. 1151, by Mr. Luttrell 250 
section 847, bill H. R. No. 716, by Mr. Hazelton . 194 
section 1000, bill H. R. No. 3, by Mr. Fry Seer 169 
section 1218, bill H. R. No. 293; by Mr. Banning........--.-- 179 
sections 1244 and 1258, bill H. R. No. 1116, by Mr. Schleicher.. 249 
section 1258, bill H. R. No. 1170, by Mr. Phillips. „„ 
section 1514, bill H. R. No. 513, by Mr. Knapp. 187 
section 1661, bill H. R. No. 1122, by Mr. Giddings............ 249 
section 1756, bill H. R. No. 284, by Mr. Leonard............. 179 
sections 1756, 1757, and 1758, bill H. R. No. 1372, by Mr. 
i c — 3 
section 1889, bill H. R. No. 1184, by Mr. Jacobs. 251 
section 2261, bill H. R. No. 1194, by Mr. Kidder 252 
section 2403, bill H. R. No. 1150, by Mr. Luttrell 250 
section 2464, bill H. R. No. 1157, by ge Stewart.. 251 
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Revised Statutes, bills to amend the—Continued. 
section bic hp II H. R. No. 209, by Mr. Davis, of North Car- te 
section 4216 bin H. R. No. 1683, by Mr. Riddle 724 
sections 4736 and 4738, bill H. H. No. 1063, by Mr. Hartzell. 273 
section 4884, bill H. R. No. 950, by Mr. Pridemore......--... 236 
sections 4924-4922, bill H. R. No. 308, by Mr. Boone 150 
section SN bill H. R. No. 208, by Mr. Davis, of North Car- ne 
section 5219, binn II. N. No. 63, by Mr. Willis, of the State of 
Naw Yorke a GA Go aat LEUSA 151 
section 5574, bill H. R. No. 922, by Mr. Eames 2 2³⁵ 
section 5574, bill H. R. No. 1474, by Mr. Kimmel... 359 
Revision of the Laws, Committee on 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 252 
Revolutionary claims, bill (H. R. No. 1293) to provide for set- 
tlement of certain unpaid. 
introduced by Mr. Potter - 353 
referred to the Committee on War a — 353 
Revolutionary Pensions, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 133, 170, 172, 173, 
177, 182, 183, 187, 193, 194, 235, 240, 328, 352, 354, 355, 608, 08 
petitions EE! e sa eL Aake e aeaa he OEE Sak 
166, 198, 200, 227, 234, 282, 340, 361, 10,590, 00, 629, 798 
Reynolds, Charles. C., petition of, to be refunded the amount 
aid by him for postage-stamps stolen jue melele eee, 148 
Reynolds, 8 William, joint resolution (H. R. No. 43) 
concerning certain foreign presents made to. 
introduced by Mr. Smith, of Pennsylvania 353 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 353 
Rhode Island, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Benjamin T. Eames, Lati- 
Mér We BAROO select ce wewlivstvccscsyubbetaowese 50 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No.? 32) for the erection of a light-honse on Whale 
Rock, at the entrance of Narragansett Bay. 
introduced Oy Mr ene i . 170 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 70 


bill (H. R. No. 921) to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to purchase a lot of land for the use of the Gov- 
ernment, in Providence, Rhode Island, 
introduced by Mr. Eames 
sig e the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
bill (H. L K. No. 1547) to anthorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to purchase a lot of land for the use of the Gov- 
ernment, in Providence, Rhode Island. 
introduced by Mr. Eames 44 
referred to Commities on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
Rhodes & Bagaley, Ban E relating to the war claim of 
Rhodes, Thomas J. H. R. No 857) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. 1 Jßͤͤ»·⁊d tuwevesecasd 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affair. 
Rice, AMERICUS V., a Representative from Ohio 
at tende 
appointed on committees 11nn le v 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 303, to reform the civil service of the United 


referred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service. 
H. R. No. 304, to provide that all pensions on account of 
death, wounds received, or sense contracted in the 
service of the United Skates since March 4, 1861, shall 
commence from the date of death or discharge from 

the service of the United States ; and for the payment 

of the arrears of sions 


H. R. No. 305, Dangers a pension to Mrs. Babes C. Max- 
well, widow of the late Colonel O. C. Maxwell, One 

hundred and ninety-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 306, to increase the pension of Robert Cary, of 
Ohio, to c se RE 
referred to Committee on Invalid POBE Laode eh 
H. R. No. 806, granting a pension to Mrs. Isabell Dunbar, 
widow of Daniel Dunbar, late first engineer of the 
SGORINST- VICTOR NOR os utne ene nore db Siol di i cops 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 807, for the relief of W. C. Spencer 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1205, for the relief of Mary 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1361, granting a pension to Julia A. Roberts 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1362, granting an increase of pension to William 
D. Cobangh 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.... 
H. R. No. 1363, for the relief of Mrs. Maria B. Craig 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
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RICE, AMERIcus V.—Continued. 


resolution offered by, that the Secretary of the Treasury be, 

and he is hereby, directed to report to this House, 

within ten days from the of the Wege, 

the exact amount in detail of actual gold coin and 

gold bullion now in the Treasury; the kind aud 

amount in detail of all outstanding obligations pay- 

able on demand in gold; the kind, character, and 

amount in detail of all items counted as coin in the 

Treasury, as published in the public debt statement 

for November 1, 1877, with the actual.gold owned by 

the Government available for the resu mption of spe- 

cio payments, after deducting all such demand obli- 

gations, together with the accrued interest on the 

public debt up to and including the date on which 

ach oy Aen is made to this House. Considered and 
petitions. 8 by, from 

Dunbar, Mrs. Isabella, for a pension e 

Cary, Robert, for a pension nnn 

Kane, Thomas P., for an investigation of the Pension Bu- 

reau of the Interior Department 

Northern Liberty Market, all corners in, for compensation 

for damages PETOT 

incidental remarks by 

remarks by, on the point of order........--....--....+----. A 

Rice, Bernard, petition of, for payment of a war claim 

Rice, W1LL1AM W., a Representative from Massachusetts— 

3 r c wel dbinomus 

inted on committees... „46 „„ 

bil introduced by, (H. R. No. 920 5 for the relief of John M. 


referred to the e e on Military Affairs. 
petitions presented by, from— 

Dewey, F. H., and others, for an increase of the salaries of 
letter-cartlambiusacy 2424002 e 
Williams, M. N., and others, for an additional interest on 
the award of Alabama claims 

Richards, Mrs, Amelia A. H., administratrix, papers ine Min: to 
V. Parolim aE , — 


bill (H. R. No. 1332) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgi 
referred to the Committee on War Ries: . 
F Hannah A., bill (H. R. No. 840) granting a pension 


istoire , scweSiawcwpaccnentweeics 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions..........--.. 

Richardson, James R., petition of, for payment of a war claim.. 
bill (H. R. No. 298 tor the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Finley 

referred to the Committees on War Claims 

Richesin, Mrs. Jane, petition of, for payment of a war clai 
Richmond, Virginia, letter-carriers of, petition of, for an in- 
crease of salaries 1 „ 
wor n of, petition of, for the restoration wages 
ee eee a Representative from e 
attended 
appointed on committees... zzz 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 375, to pension the surviving officers and enlisted 
men of the Black Hawk, Seminole, Florida, and Mex- 
ican wars, and their widows 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 376, for the payment to the officers and soldiers of 
the Mexican war of the three months’ extra pay pro- 
vided for by the act of July 19, 1848 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

H. R. No. 377, for the payment of duties on imports in Tegal- 
tender notes or coin at the option of the importer.. .. 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.. 

H. R. No. 378, to repeal section 3412 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, which imposes a tax of 10 per cent. upon tlie 
circulation of State banks and State banking associa- 
tions 

referred to the Committee on Bauking and Currency oe 

H. R. No. 379, appropriating $125,000 for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Cumberland River from Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, to the Cincinnati and Chattanooga 
Railroad. 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 380, appropriating 825,000 for the improvement 
of the navigation of Caney Fork and Obey’s mies: 
tributaries of the Cumberland River 

referred to the Committee on Commerce.. 

H. R. No. 381, to reduce the tax on distilled spirits to ‘itty 
cents on each proof-gallon . è 

referred to the Committees of W ays and Means.. 
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RIDDLE, Haywoop Y.—Continued, 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 382, for the popes) of the restrictions upon the sale 


of tobacco in the leaf by the producers thereof 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 383, for the relief of J. D. Sep aioe Wil- 


H. R. No. 384, granting a pension to Mary E. Campbell 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 

H. R. No. 385, for the relief of George W. Twidwell, of 

Smith County, Wonen TE d se gew E ss 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 386, for the relief of Thomas White, of Maury 
County, Tennessee 

referred to the Committee on War Claims.. 

H. R. No. 387, for the relief of William Truett, late of Com- 

3 pany H, Fifth Tennessee en United States Vol- 


H. R. No, 388, for the relief of William Roylston, late pri- 
1 D, First Regiment Tennessee Light 
ille 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1040, to secure reciprocal rights of seizure under 
process of courts of the United States and of the sev- 
OTAl States non 6s o:cnwenn isco <meinces enn sat nae inane 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
H. R. No, 1041, to direct the transmission of printed matter 
throngh’ the mails when the postage thereon is insuf- 
r acabnisecdeomuaceoahe 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
II. R. No. 1042, granting a ion to James Pennycou h, 
of Fentress County, Tennessee, late of the Second 
diana Mounted Infant 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .... 
II. R. No. 1043, anting a pension to William H. Walker, of 
Fentress E ounty, Tennessee, late of Company C, First 
R ent Kentucky Volunteer Cay: 
ee the Committee on Invalid Pensions --.- 
II. R. No. 1044, granting a pension to A. M. 1 of Trous- 
dale County, i in the State of Tennessee, late of the 
cscs Regiment Tennessee Volunteers in the Mexican 


CELETTE 


Ree eee 3 · 
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: sA to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H, R. No. 1389, for the relief of Salmon B. Colby 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H, R. No. 1486, for the relief of Mrs, Magais A. Elliott, of 

Sumner County DD e 
referred to the Commitee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1683, to restore to the pension-ro]l the names of 

all soldiers stricken therefrom for disloyalty, and to 

repeal section 4716 of the Revised Statutes of we 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 
H. R. No. 1684, to repeal the point resolution prohibiti. ing 
payment by any officer of the Government to any 
son not known to have been opposed to the rebe ion 
and in favor of its suppression 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 1685, for the relief of John pasts of Fentress 
Count; , Tennessee, late of Company , Second Rogi- 
ment Tennessee Volunteers ennn 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Mary E. Campbell r 
J. D. Bond & 3 re cahbieses 
resolution offered by 
that the Committee of Accounts inquire into the expediency 
of paying the folders of the House 5 for 
extra services performed by them from March 1, 1877, 
to November 1, 1877. Referred to the e of 
e su A SAALI T r 
that the Doorkeeper be authorized to appoint one folder in 
the folding-room of the House, who shall receive for 
his services the same pay per annum as a messenger. 
Referred to the Committee of Accounts 
that there be paid out of the contingent fund of the House 
to Elijah T..Keightley, late assistant doorkee 
sam equal to one month's pay at the rate pai him 
while in the service of the House, Referred to the 
Committee of Accounts. 
joint resolution ‘introduced by, H. R. No. 27, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution, for the election of 
tmasters every four years by the voters of the 
district, village, town, or city in which the duties of 
their offices are to be performed 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.......-....-... 
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RIDDLE, HAYWOOD Y.—Continued. 


petitions presented by, from— 
Wright, Matthews, and others, for cheap Sees = anaes 
Kirby Terrance, A POE AE A I EASA Y pens 
Campbell, Mary E., for a pension. 
Kirby, Terrance, for payment for a horse 
Bond, ey D., and Brother, for the refund of certain tax.... 
Williams, Maria K., for payment of a war claim r 
Kirby, Terrance, for payment of a war claim..... IE ENE 
Belo er, 8. E., for payment of a war olaim 
War Claims, Exceutive Document No. 35, relating 18 
Craige, G. H, for-@ pension e 
remarks by, on the bi (H. R. No, 805) to repeal the third sec- 
tion of we act to provide for the se TA of 0 
Riley, Arabella, bill bill 3 No. 1285) for the rale of. 
introduced by Mr. Lock wood 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Riley, James, petition of, for a pension... 
Riley, Mary, petition of, "for a pamon 
Rio Hondo claims, bill (H. R. 
introduced: by Mr. Elm e sa 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
Rio Santa Clara case, motion withdrawing the papers of tho 
Ritter, George, petition of, for relieſꝶ ee. 
Rivers ie harbors, legislation concerning the improvement 
01— 
Bayou e appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 


—— ——— VP —6—6˙k „„ 


Blackwater River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 187 
Bonnet Carré crevasse, to stop the, appropriation to, bill H. 
( LEE ETO danas T 
Brunswick, Georgia, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 22. 
Calcasieu River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 987... .. 
Caney Fork, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 380 ........ 
Cape Fear River, re-establishment of a light-house at, appro- 
priation for the, bill H. R. No. 1329.. 
ERTS, INEN appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 


Chattaboaehoo River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 
Chippewa River, appropriation for the, pill H, R. No. 1456... 
Clearwater River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 886... 
Clinch River, appropriation for the, bill H. R, No. 948 
Columbia River, canals and Jocks on the, appropriation for 

the, bill H. R. No. 1169 
Connecticut River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 52 
Coosa River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1215... 
Cumberland a00- River, appropriation for the, bills H. R. Nos. 379 


Darien, 8 propriation for the, bill } H. R. No. 250 .. on 
Detroit River, a 2 ation for the, bill H. R. No. 1531 
Eagle N uperior, appropriation for the, H. R. * 
Feather . for the, bill H. R. No. 881 
Flint River, appropriation for the, bills H. R. Nos. 133 and 


•— — eee ee ew eser —— 


Flashing Ba appropriation i for the, bill H, R. No. 926 
French ad River, pu poe for the, bill H. R. No. 958 
nee Bay, channe appropriation for the, bill H. a 
o 3 
Galveston Harbor, appropriation for ‘the, bill H. R. No. 1121 . 
Great Kanarie River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 
Haai River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 101 
Harlem River, appropriation for bill H. R. No. 12822 
Hi wassee River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 404. 
Little „ iver, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No, 
Little Traverse ‘Bay, construction of a light-house at, appro- 
riation for the, bill H. R. No. 647 77 
Louisa 5 of Sandy, appropriation fon the, bill H. R. No. 
mA appropriation $ for 2 harbor Sha bill H. 


— 2 ee eee ee er ee! 


Milford oa valli the, appropriation r be ü. 
8 3 

Mississippi levees, appropriation for the, bill H, R. No. 289... 
Mianiasippi Bii River, commission for the, joint resolution H. R. 
Mississippi ‘iain La Crosse to the mouth of Rout River, 

appropriation wr coe VERR Nó UM 

Wee E 3 1 O isconsin, appropriation for the, bill 
No. 1247 rr E E T EE 
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HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Rivers and harbors, legislation concerning the improvement 
of—Continued. 


RosBINS, WILLIAM M.—Continued. 


bills introduced by— 


. River, navigation of, appropriation for the, bill H. H. R. No. 224, for the relief of Thomas A. Nicholson. 176 
INO. 900 a Jaacran tun sacnus A ⅛˙ 3 172 referred to the Committee of Ways and Means..... eos? 176 
Mississippi River, navigation of, from Cairo to Saint Paul, reported back and placed on the Calendar 798 
commission to report on, bill H. R. No. 602 190 H. R. No. 1326, for relief of Samuel B. Stanber and others... 354 
Mississippi River near Kaskaskia, appropriation for the, bill referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 354 
Te RON S102 A 187 H. R. No. 1539, to pay arrears of pension to Rebecca Sand- 
Mississippi River, ree at the head of the jetties of, ap- ers, of North Carolina... aaa 582 
propriation for, bill H. R. No. 163999 721 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 582 
Mississippi River, reservoirs to promote navigation of the, H. R. No. 1540, for the relief of John F. Foard............ 582 
joint resolution H. R. No. 56........---.-----.---.-. 725 referred to the Committee on War Claims 582 
Mississippi River, the, at Dickey Island, appropriation for the, motion made by, to adjourn . 598 
r s et desc ose ci oscews nse - 187 petitions presented by, from— 
Mobile Harbor, appropriation for the, bill H, R. No. 134. 355 N „G. W., for compensation for property wrongfully 
Monongahela River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 771.. 196 A AAA 
Muscle Shoals Canal, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 97 1. 236 North Carolina, for post- route 12500012500 302, 569 
Muscle Shoals, continue the, at, appropriation to, bill H. R. incidental. remarks by. -2:.. 5:4. 35s~.iac 50d enn 0 ses pes'esteceee 727 
Nh AAA uu dacueets T 183 remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 1524) to provide for deficien- 
Neches River, navigation of the, appropriation for the, bill H. cies in the appropriations for the service of the Gov- 
R. No. 680 S ˙ A K 193 ernment for l year ending June 30, 1878, and 
Neuse River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1659... 722 . je cec S T EE E 590, 591 
Norfolk, harbor of, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 185.. 175 | ROBERTS, CHARLES B., a Representative from Maryland— 
Ohio River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1559........ 606| attendedUP:Zkk ene cee ene ee ee sace ene eee e ee eee 51 
Ontonagon Harbor, Lake Superior, appropriation for the, bill ap inted on committee: 197, 198 
Bi RANG yy EUERE aisawsn pewecpuadsckiib eds. 811 bills introduced by, viz: 
Ouachita River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1096. . 248 H. R. No. 1571, to promote efficiency in the marine-hospital 
Pagan Creek, sak pect for the, bill H. R. No. 190 175 e . dau Kees ees eiacte 607 
Pearl River, removal of the bar at the mouth of, appropriation referred to the Committee on Commerce 607 
for the, H. R. No. 1349 . 355 H. R. No. 1572, for the relief of the captors of the rum Al- 
Pent Water, harbor at, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. rr aandaaecns@ant ones 607 
. ee eee eee ee s11 referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs ...... Sivas 607 
Pent Water light-house, erection of a keeper’s dwelling at, ap- H. R. No. 1573, for the relief of Franklin D. Pearson 607 
propriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1760 811 referred to the Committee on War Claim 607 
Red River, mouth of, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1355 355 H. R. No. 1574, for the relief of Horace Jarboee 607 
Sabine and Trinity Rivers, appropriation for the, bill H. R. referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 607 
Nes AA 193 H. R. No. 1575, granting a pension to Margaret Kenah..... 607 
Sabine Pass, Texas, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 675.. 193 referred to the Committee on Invalid Peusions.......... 607 
Sacramento River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 880.. 210 H. R. No. 1576, for the relief of William L. W. Seabrook, 
Saint Croix River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1246.. 326 late commissioner of the land office of the State of 
Saint John’s River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 653.. 192 Maryland E AAA ² . 607 
Saint Joseph River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1111. 249 referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 607 
Saint Mary's River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1776.. 811 H. R. No. 1577, for the relief of Barbara Chenowith 607 
Savannah, harbor at, continuing the, appropriation for the, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 607 
DHL HR; Noo B19 5S Fes 1277 H. R. No. 1578, for the relief of Francis O. Wyse, late lieu- 
' Snake River, continuing the, appropriation for, bill H. R. No. tenant-colonel of the Fourth Regiment of United 
„ EE I ͤ PE ENVI ⁵⅛SNAVñʒ 7“. e EEES cabana lise penn atactacwaces 
Stonington Harbor, continuing the, appropriation for, bill H. referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Na S EAA EERE SIS H. R. No. 1579, for the relief of Francis I. Wheeler 
Suy Carty Levee, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 872... 210 referred to the Committee of Claims . 
Tennessee River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 390.... 182 reference changed to the Committee on War Claims. 726 
Tombigbee River, appropriation for the, bills H. R. Nos. 976 H. R. No. 1580, for the relief of Thomas Poultney .......-- 607 
ü 237, 606 referred to the Committee on Military Affairs spain 607 
Upper Red River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1097.. 243| resolutions offered by— 
8 Bay, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 845. 209 that the pay-rolls of the Doorkeeper for the month of Octo- 
Wabash River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 1512..... 425 ber be, and they are hereby, referred to the Commit- 
Warrior River, appropriation for the, bill H. R. No. 976...... 237 tee of Accounts, with instructions to ascertain and 
White River, appropriation for the, bill, H. R. No. 1514. 425 determine whether the same are correctly made up; 
Yazoo River, navigation of, appropriation for the, bill H. R. and the Clerk is hereby directed to make no pay- 
“ ²˙ AAA ĩ ͤ . 8 ments on said rolls until they shall have been exam- 
Robaldo. Ana M. Rolas y, bill (H. R. No. 132) for the relief of. ined and approved by the said committee. Considered 
“introduced by Mr. ONeill... ee 173 i ena pa J ³˙·¹wAAA E TT ENA 220 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 173 that Henry A. Olcott and William H. Smith, messengers in 
Robb, Hamilton, bill (H. R. No. 1403) granting a pension to. the office of the Clerk ; and Watson Boyle, messenger 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Illinois. 357 to the Speaker, be paid from and including the Ist 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 day of July ultimo, and until otherwise ordered by 
Robb, Susan, petition of, to be paid the amount due her late the House, Adopted 2. eee e e eee 726 
S 0 ee eee ET -a petitions presented by, from— 
bill (H. R. No, 847) for the relief of. 7 Albemarle, captors of the ram, for relief. 510 
introduced by Mr. Mitchell... .........--..2.-2. 22... 200 Seabrook, William L. W., for the refund of certain money.. 510 
referred to the Committee of Claims 209 Wyse, Francis O., to be placed on the retired list 510 | 
Ropsrxs, WILLIAM M., a Representative from North Carolina e, sn nenos ce sncseciesesevsdusssse 726 
attended eet e Sechvivcoesse: OL] remarka by, on the— 
appointed on committee 197, 198 report from Committee of Accounts concerning committee 
bills introduced by, viz: CHEER inanc barony db nas ence ec pandas oovesne teens 224, 295 
H. R. No. 220, to prevent interference with the administra- hoo T 9 224 
tion of justice in criminal causes in the courts of the ill (H R. No, 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
Bbyeral States TTD —[—Vo! 176 riations for the service of the Government for the 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........-.. 176 l year ending June 30, 1878, aud for prior years.. 597 
H. R. No. 221, to reduce the tax upon distilled spirits and Roberts, James, and Noah Roberts, petition of, to be paid the 
TONMOOO LS an ut eee 176 amount due Martin Roberts for revolutionary sery- 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 176 W AWA T S ESE A 134, 166 
H. R. No. 222, to amend the law relating to involuntary Roberts, Jonathan, bill (H. R. No. 1446) granting pension fo. 
WORELG DCT 176 358 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 176 358 
H. R. No. 223, to authorize producers of leaf-tobaeco to dis- papers relating to the petition of, for a pension 442 
pose of one hundred dollars’ worth thereof to con- Roberts, Julia A., bill (H. R. No. 1361) grauting a pension to. 
sumers without the payment of any tax... ---- 176 |' introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 355 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 176 referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 355 
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Roberts, Perley P., bill (H. R. No. 10) granting a pension to. 
introduced A e e AAS 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

Robertson, B. H., bill (H. R. No. 1667) to remove the political 


disabilities of. 
introduced by Mr. Singleton .-.. .--.---2---- -é 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...-......-.--..- 
Robertson, E. 8. C., bill (H. R. No. 1585) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mas Mills C 


referred to the Committee of Claims... 

ROBERTSON, EDWARD W., a Representative from Louisiana— 
attended 
appointed on committees.. n... se.. -+ <0 -+ -rimen teeme me me ee 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 983, to reappropriate the nnexpended balance of 
the appropriation for transportation on star routes, 
and by steamboats, and all other than railroads, ap- 
propriated under an act making appropriations for 
the service of the Post-Office Department, approved 
July 12, 1876 3 

referred to the Committee on Appropriations.. .......... 

H. R. No. 1670, to refund the cotton tax, and designating the 
mode of refunding the sam 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
resolution offered by, that a clerk be allowed to the Commit- 
tee on the Mississippi Levees, whose salary shall be 

fixed by the Committee of Accounts, and who shall be 

id out of the contingent fund of this House. Re- 

ferred to the Committee of Accounts 


‚— d ae 


—ͤ— —ñ ne 


e presented by, from the State of Louisiana, for po 


routes 


— —ä—ũ6ñ Kk 33 ceewee 


. by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making eee 


for the 8 of the Army for the year endin 
FONG SO TG PORE . 
Robertson, James O., bill (H. R. No. 957) for the relief of. 
introdueed by Mr. cc ieee ces.udasue cake 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs y 


papers relating to the claim of Swab ctWeveks. 
Robertson, Samuel B., bill (H. R. No. 1055) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Robinson, of Indiana 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
ROBINSON, GEORGE D., a Representative from Massachusetts— 
attended 
appointed on committee 3 


— ĩ .f ene eee een 


petitions e resented by, from 
Wight, Emerson, and others, for an increase of the salaries 
of letter-cartiora i236 6so ss. ecu eeeicesl se re 
West, Stone & hei and others, for the repeal of the 
bankraptlaw. ose. . Valeo ace 
8 John C., er (H. R. No. 326) for the relief of the 
OTS o 
introduced 1 Dy Mr Rn0ths iii siscodsheesedesenccaesteced 2 
33 = Erei G. Mii (if. K. No. 471) granting a 3 
obinson, Martha i 0 granting a pension 
introduced by Mr. ‘Bicknell... -a-a anaona he . 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


Rosinson, MILTON S., a Representative from Indiana— 
attended 
sees on committees ............ A 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 1054, granting a pension to Jefferson Kinder . 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1055, granting a pension to Samuel B. Robertson. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No, 1056, granting a pension to Samuel W. Overman. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1057, restoring to the 2 the name of 
Emmett Langs tOn -nouses sune ono ee enn e eon we nenene 
petition presented by, from Susan P. Vance, for payment of 
a war claim 
Robinson, R. Q., and others, petition of, for the immediate re- 
peal of the bankrupt a 
Rochester, Missouri, citizens 255 petition of, relating to the 


"fin 

Rochester, New York, letter-carriers of, petition of, for. an in- 
erease of salaries 

Rockwell, General A. P., and others, memorial of, relating to 
5 of the Army 


‚— 3 Zb „„„„„„ 


Rodgers, 1 petition ‘of, for 5 pay as an officer in 
e Arm. 0 Na 
bill (H. R. No. 1648) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Campbell 
referred to the Gominttion on Military Afairs. 


239 
239 
239 
239 


199 


Rogers, J. Bag , petition of, relating to his plan for calling the 
bill (H. R. No. 1664) for relief of. 

introduced: by Mr. Felton „„ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Rogers, James H., and Charles J. Shepard, papers relating to 
the war Claims Of... ~~. -onono none + oe eee see enone 
rs, Sally, petition of, for a pension 

Mile (H. R. No. LD granting a pension to. 
introduced: by- Mr: Priod -ie .scebl Ei uUveeliciivesence' 
referred to the Committee on eee Pensions 
Rogers, W. H., petition of, that his case be referred to the 
‘ip net of Senter e 


Roll of the Bens as 15 btb —8 
ROMERO, TRINIDAD, a Delegate from New Mexico 
Attended Us E elon EAER EEE E O EA a 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1468, to provide for the relief of persons suffering 
from the ravages of grasshopper sss. 
referred to the Committee on Agricultur 
H. R. No. = for distribution of seeds for sufferers by 
referred to 1 Committee on ‘Agriculture Cobvew sespe a 
Room, William W., and others, petition of, relating to the hours 
of labor and wages 
Rose, Elizabeth, petition of, for a pension 
Rosenham, Sarah, petition of, for payment of a war claim 
Ross, John, bill (H. R. No. 703) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Me es ENa et LNY 5 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
Ross, MILES, a Representative from New Jersey 
attended 
appointed on committees 
0 ‘hesbeth a by, from letter-carriers and others, of 
izabeth, New Jersey, for an increase of salaries 
and others, petition of, relating to the finances 
Rossiter, Edward S. bil (H. R. No. 717) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Rouden, A. B., petition of, for compensation for services rendered 
during the late war r 
Rouland, Alfred, bill (H. R. No. 627) to remove charges of deser- 
tion against. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 2 
Rouzee, William, bill ees R. No. 165) for the relief of. 
introduced by C vindus 5 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Rouzer, Reuben, bill (H. R. No. 173) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Rowden, A. B., of Meigs county, Tennessee, petition of, for 
compensation for Army service. 
reported from the Committee on War Claims Sade oud 
reference changed to the Committee on Military Afairs...... 
Rowland, Alfred, papers relating to case of 
Royal, 3 a petition of, for compensation for services as 
ight-kesper s00 
Roylston, William, pin (B: R. No. 388) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle 222. 2p eee eee 8 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions- weds 
Ruark, Ozias, bill (H. R. No. 589) for the relief of. 
introduced by: Mr. Morgan cursai ] % ·W—A6¹2 aelevevene 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Rubert, Jeptha, bill (H. R. No. 1636) granting a pension to. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan............-...... 
referred to the Committee on Invalid — . 
Rucker, William A., bill (H. R. No. 395) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Thornbur gha. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ` 
Rue, Archibald B., memorial of, asking difference of pay 
bill (H. R. No. 332) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Durhamnmnmnmn Ud 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Ruggles, F. W., bill (H. R. No. 312) for the relief of. 
anced by EI E EES Tbs Plat sry sg ETO Pos 
referred to the Committee on War Claims oe 
Rules, the Select Committee on the— 
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bills, letters, and resolutions referred to . 179, 241, 306, 372, 442, 722 


Rules of the House, resolution, by Mr. Wood, that the rules of 
the House of the Forty-fourth Congress shall be the 
rules of the House until otherwise ordered, and that 
a committee of five be appointed to whom shall be 
referred the seein of the House, and who shall be 

authorized to report at any time such amendments on 
the revision of the same as they may think proper 
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HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Runyon, Benjamin F., bill (H. R. No. 733) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Dunnell 2.220... cen ceenes ence sens 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

Ruohs, Joseph, petition of, for payment of a war claim 

Rush, James C., bill (H. R. No. 1021) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Knott... 2299 < 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 

Rush, Jeremiah M., nominated as Clerk of the House 

Russell, E. “a pig R. No. 900) granting a pension to the 

widow of. 


introduced by Mr. Patterson See $ 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Russell, James B., bill (H. R. No. 1508) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan cis. sco ste secees tcc e 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Russell, John H., bill (H. R. No. 1108) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Willits 4 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
papers relating to war claim offt 0 
Russell, Margaret M., ey of, for payment of a war claim.. 
Rutter, Captain Joseph H. J., petition of, for compensation for 
services rendered the military authorities 
Ryan, Benjamin S., bill (H. R. No. 488) granting a pension to 
the minor children of. 


introduced’ by Mr. Eden b b e e 186 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 186 
Ryan THOMAS, a Representative from Kansas— 

RGLONNGE i on entrant haven segs cine espacaniunernccce 51 

appointed on committees .-- e ee 198 

leave of absence granted too 164, 232 

bills introduced by, viz: 


pronnan heretofore purchased by the United States 
neee, , TITY 
referred to Committee on Buildings and Grounds .... 
H. R. No. 817, authorizing the appointment of stenographers 
to the judge advocates of the several military de- 
PATEMOEN GB eee eee lace teen saos mbes onadio ean 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 
H. R. No. 818, granting a pension to Sarah A. M. Chamber- 
lain and minor children 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 819, for the relief of Joab Spencer and James R. 
ie for supplies furnished the Kansas tribe of In- 

BNE Tee cc ß 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 820, to amend section 4709 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States . 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions teas 
II. R. No. 1462, in relation to certain fees allowed registers 
DIG -TOOCLVORS LEATA T DIAS ETATS 


H. R. No. 1499, to provide for an examination and survey of 
the Arkansas River from Fort Smith up to the mouth 
of the Little Arkansas River. 


H. R. No, 1531, for the relief of Sylvanus Sanford 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
petitions presented by, from— 
Morrow, David, for payment of a war claim 
Kansas, citizens of, relating to certain Indian reservation 
incidental remarks by J 
Ryne, H., bill (H. R. No. 1688) to restore, to the pension- rolls. 
introduced by Mr. Thornburgh ....-.22- 20.20. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


8. 


Sabine Pass, Texas, bill (H. R. No. 675) to appropriate money 
$ for improvement of harbor and bar of the. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 681) to establish the collection district of. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan. 2 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Sabine and Trinity Rivers, Texas, bill (H. R. No. 678) appropri- 
ating money for improvement of the. 
introduced by Mr. eared 3 FCC 
8 to the wü . E. Ary 8 o 
ackett, Lucius, . R. No, 42) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps 4 eT Te ty 2 i. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


Sacramento, California, bill (H. R. No. 1155) providing for a 


public building at. 
introduced by Mr. Page .. 004 222 sen ceces cess eeeroeesteee 250 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 251 
Sacramento River, bill (H. R. No. 880) to appropriate money to 
improve the navigation of the. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell . i 210 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ...........-.....--- 210 
Saffell, James, petition of, for payment of a war claim 221 
Safford, Governor A. K. P., and others, petition of, relating to 
the fees and mileage of the United States marshal 
Of Arizona ev isis cuo sso s eon value . 97 
Saint Cecilia’s Academy, Nashville, Tennessee, bill (H. R. No. 
1033) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Houses „ 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 238 
Saint Croix River, Wisconsin, bill (H. R. No. 1246) for the im- 
provement of the. 
introduced by Mr. Humphreĩ·ꝶꝶeꝶ . 326 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 326 
Saint James Mission, papers relating to the land grant of the.. 442 
Saint John’s River, Florida, bill (H. R. No. 653) to provide for 
the improvement of the. 
introduced: by Mr, Bisbee... 122.222. foe. sises cece ee 4, 192 
referred to the Committee on Commerce — 192 
Saint Joseph, Missouri, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, 
for an increase of salaries.... 2... 2.2.2... NQ 206 
Saint Joseph River, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. 1111) for the im- 
» provement of. 
introduced by Mr. Keightley...... c.a. .sssc.ce ee eceeceecee. 249 
referred to the Committee on Commerce -200 249 
Saint Lovis es bill (H. R. No. 1217) to establish a branch 
mint at. 
introduced: by Mr. Cole . e 253 
referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- as 
OMG AT etka ec CCC 
letter-carriers. of, and others, petition of, for an increase of 
aasee ß 133 
Merchants’ Exchange of, resolution of, asking the repeal of 
e, cote select. 133 
Saint Mary’s River and Saint Mary’s Falls Canal, bill (H. R. 
No. 1766) for continuing the improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell... 22. 22.02. 022220 elo e cee eee one 811 
referred to the Committee of Commerce..........-+.....---- 811 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, letter-carriers of, and others, petition 
4 1 9 of eee TOETA STE. 200 
ons, R. D., and others, petition of, for the repeal of the 
bt wscidsoude ceulusadeuveteue 206 
bill (H. R. No. 1592) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Caldwell, of Kentucky...........-...-. 608 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 608 
Salmons, R. D., agent, papers relating to the war claim of..... 634 
SAMPSON, EZEKIEL S., a Representative from Iowa 
Attends (ß ⅛˙ump“s;; 8 51 
bills introduced by, vizs 
H. R. No. 694, for the relief of William H. Needham, late 
second lieutenant of Company D, Twenty-second 
Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers. U. 194 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 194 
H. R. No. 695, for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Miller, widow of 
AVP. Miller, decentedivs. sudio backers ete enaar 194 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 194 
H. R. No. 696, for the relief of Henry Simons, late private 
in Company D, Fourth Regiment Iowa Infantry Vol- 
unte 194 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 194 
H. R. No. 697, restoring the name of Benjamin Hollings- 
worth to the pension- roll . 1904 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
H. R. No. 698, granting a pension to Nathan Ude ll 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
petitions presented by, from 
Simons, Henry, for bounty 2222ͤĩ ĩ³ĩ³?ue r -sebawedey seen 
Needham, William H., for compensation as an Army officer. 221 
Preston, Simon M., for relief.......... c 302 
incidental remarks by........-....- ruitsa 3 213, 230, 616 
remarks by, on the 
Storr T 198 


ill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
ee for resumption of specie payments. 268, 498, 499, 500 

bill (H. R. No, 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878. 331 

Samuel G. Reed, bill (H. R. No. 1265) to change the name of the 


ship. 
introduced by Mie Moray. sue OSU . Uso e ce 352 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 352 
reported back, considered, aud passed by the House 455-457 
considered and passed by the Senate 525 


examined and signed 549, 560 


156 


Sand Beach Bay, Michigan, bill (H. R. No. = for government 
and control of harbor of refuge at. 

er by Mr. Conger . 191 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

Sanders, rane bill (H. R. No. 1539) to pay arrears of pen- 


m to. 
de 1 — Rhe 7 „ 582 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions r 8 
barre Bahai bill (H. R No. 1531) for the relief of. 
!.. . — 582 
awk to the Committee on War Claims 582 
San Francisco, California, bill (H. R. No. 1538) to provide a 
building for the post-office at. 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of California . — 582 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations 582 
board of supervisors of, resolutions of, for the erection of a 
post-office building ----.---+-----s- 727 
letter-carriers of, petition of, for an increase of salaries.. .... 133 
Sanger, ANTS, Koi papers relating to the claim uf, for services 
OE IEEE T RE T E 443 


San Luis Obispo Harbor, California, bill (H. R. No. 1458) con- 
perning cation of light-house at. 
introduced by Mr. Pacheco 3 359 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - 359 
San 3 Texas, citizens of, petition of, for the repeal of the 
re aetnnpinl SOR 
Sapp, Wasaa F., a Representative from Iowa— 
e e daan, 51 
appointed on committees— -.-- +... +--+ temmen memm 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1129, appropriating money for the purchase of a 
site and the erection of a post-office and other Gov- 
ernment offices in the city of Council Bluffs, State of 
1 . , wee 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 249 
H. R. No. 1440, to reorganize the judiciary of the United 
S T E donc A 358 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........-.... 358 
H. R. No. 1511, to provide for cheap transportation of freight 
between tide-water on or near the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys by constructing 
a railway from a point at or near the city of New 
York to the city of Council Bluffs, in the State of 
Iowa, and branch roads to connect therewith 
3 to . b e on Railways and Canals.. 775 425 
Saunde: eO and others, petition of, against unjust di 
67 eee. Aar awe wes aemeweseudenah -i 
Sannders, James, bill (H. R. No. 1087) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions........ 240 
Savannah, Georgia, bill (H. R. No. 249) for continuing improve- 
ment of harbor at. 
introduced by Mr. Hartridge 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ir 
bill (H. R. No. 263) 8 for a public building at. 
introduced by Mr. Hartridge 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 177 
mayor of, and others, memorial of, against the repeal of the 
law for compulsory pilotage 
Savings-banks, bill (H. R. No. 657) to repeal section 37, exempt- 
ing deposits of, from taxation, 
introduced by Mr. JVC . angaa F LAS 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 192 
bill (H. R. No. 829) to exempt from taxation. 
introduced by Mr. Ballo 209 


232 uae vennbwatevaley peu siansakt eee 


referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 209 
bill (H. R. No, 1405) to remit taxes on insolvent. 

introduced by Mr. Harrison Sedene cone 357 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 357 


Sawyer, George F., juint resolution (H. R. No. 22) asking for 
the re-appointment of. 
introduced by Mr. Hurt --- 220 -00ceces õ«6ĩ“!«c„„ - 208 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs -- 208 


Sawyer, 150 , petition of, for payment of a war claim 263 
bill (H. R. No. a for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 191 
referred to the Committee on War Claims - 191 
SAYLER, MILTON, a Representative from Ohio— 
attended sio s.<<,cncs:ccccee anes „5 3 51 
appointed on cemmittees 54, 197, 198 
appointed Speaker pro tempore... ---. ---++-..---++---+-+00--% tg 
rulings, and remarks from the Chair 
248, 249, 259, 253, 954, 9557956, 957,960, 268 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 989, granting a pension to Mrs. Eliza A. Semple.. 237 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
H. R. No. 990, granting a pension to August Mellon 237 


referred to 


e Committee on Invalid Pensions......... - 237 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


SAYLER, MILTON— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 991, grantin on to William Duckies, ai 
vate Company Ti tieth Ohio Volunteers.. 237 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 2 
H. R. No. 992, equalizing pensions of certain officers....... 237 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
H. R. No. 993, for the relief of the Enterprise Insurance 
Company of Cincinnati, Ohio..........-.....- 2+... 237 
referred to Committee of Claims 237 
H. R. No. 994, for the relief of Thomas H. Foulds, late post- 
master at Cincinnati, Ohio 237 
referred to the Committee of Oiaims 237 
H. R. No. 995, for the relief of Charles E. Pierson......-... 237 
referred to the Committee of Claims Senne, BOF 
H. R. No. 996, for the relief of A. G. Collins ....... 8 2 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 237 
H. R. No. 997, for the relief of Mary Ann Stonefield, widow 
of Benjamin Stoned T 237 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 237 
H. R. No. 993, to provide for taking testimony in criminal 
cases on interrogatories 237 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 237 
H. R. No. 999, relating to the execution of custom-house A 
DOS E N EF STERA 1222 21 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 237 
H. R. No. 1000, to secure homesteads to actual settlers on 
F . 237 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 237 
H. R. No. 1603, to correct an Army officer’s record... 608 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 603 
H. R. No. 1753, for the relief of James H. Hamilton 810 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 810 
motion made by, to ad jour „ 161 
petitions presented by, from 
Rosenham, Sarah, or payment of a war claim ............ 227 


Cincinnati, Ohio, letter-carriers of, for increase of salaries. 234 
Cincinnati, Ohio, citizens of, for an increase of the salaries- 


Of teresse ue ose cnc ewe pub cannsannseceens onnen 234 
Cincinnati, Ohio, citizens of, for pecuniary aid to persons 
wishing to settle on the public lands 234 
Aleshire, Charles C., for compensation for services rendered 
in the Doorkeeper's department 336 
Buckley, William, for a pension 510 
Mellon, August, for a pensiton +--+ 510 
Semple, Eliza A, for & pension <- „%% „„„„4„„„«„„ñ 510 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Enterprise Insurance Company of, for a 
refund of taxes overpaid. ...-...----.--..-----+..-. 510 
Tait, Wihan | heise of, for payment for certain property 0 
„F000 as 61 
Pierson, Charles E., to be refunded certain money 510 
Collins, A. G., to be refunded certain expenses - 510 
Stonetield, Mary Ann, to be refunded certain money. 519 
incidental remarks FSC Divas 166, 211, 231, 263, 614, 716 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 


provide for the resumption of specie payments. 212, 213 


order Of business umga codans 214, 455 
personal explanation of Mr. Leonard 264 
resolution . pay of temporary pages 282 

resolution to print 10,000 copies oF th the Paar tof the United 
States monet. Sn 716 

Scaggs, Hardin, bill (H. R. No. 391) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Thornbur gh. 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 


SCALES, ALFRED M., a Representative from North Carolina— 


attendledll ... 4402 ce cweromnvcens cc e 51 
appointed on committees——- 22+ ++ +220 - seen nee eee - 198 
bilis introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No, 212, 70 refund certain direct taxes on land, col- 
lected from citizens in the late insurrectionary States < 
under the act of August 5, 1861..................... 176 
referred to the Committee of g 
H. R. No. 213, to refund to distillers of brandy from apples, 
peaches, or grapes all of the 307 2 taxes paid b seh 
distillers nnder the act of 20, 1863, whi 


%% BOOS oct E E A T 176 

referred to the Committee of Claims 176 
H. R. No. 214, 985 the relief of Margaret Mart 5 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 176 


H. R. No. 215, to provide for payment for the eourt- house in 
Lexington, North Carolina, destroyed by fire, while 
occupied by United States officers and soldiers, in the 
fall of r asa T E 176 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 176, 256 

EL R. No. 216, to limit the time within which suits on bonds 

of the collector of internal revenue shall be brought.. 176 
referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary............- 176 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


SCALES, ALFRED M.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No: Sapa APASA pensions e soldiers of the aves 


H. R. No. 218, granting a pension to Edwin Nutall....... ¥ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 219, for the relief of Eli Penry..........-...-... 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 959, to transfer the office of Indian Affairs from 
the Interior to the War Department 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 960, for the relief of William H. Thomps 
collector of internal revenue for the fifth trict of 
Nortlr. Carola cc duck asme icodstnbipuncde a E 
referred to the Committee of Claim 
H. R. No. 1476, for the relief of F. F. Culver 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
8 presented by, from 
North Carolina, bes a post-route from Penn’s Store, Virginia, 


to ; Wentworth. << <8 655 sss 
Pottawatomie Indians, relating to the claim of . 
Martin, om W. H for payment of a war claim 
Natal Edwin He for.: relief 
INR inns os R eo Saad sane E 
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Schell, Frank N 8 a messen 
SCHLEICHER, GUSTAVE, a Representative from Texas— 
Bb tended o-oo sc csds soe cascade secede tenses covenscaweds cece 
vhs inted on committeesꝛ- t sebab 8 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 898, to aid the Washington, Cincinnati and Saint 
Louis Railroad Company to construct a narrow-gauge 
2 from tide- water to the cities of Saint i 
an 6 — . ab A RSS 
referred to the Committee on Railroads and Canals 
H. R. No. 1112, for the relief of Stephen Powers... 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... 
H. R. No. 1113, for the relief of Mary E. Breckenridge 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 5 
H. R. No. 1114, for the relief of Mrs. Ella P. Murphy, widow 
t of Patrick Murphy, deceased 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 111 i 
See tot 


—ͤ— mee resset eee eee 


referred to the Committee on Military Atfairs 
H. R. No, 1117, to 855 the right of way oe the 


Arlington pro in Vi ia, to the Washington 
Cincinnati an St. Louis Tailed Company 
referred to the . on Railways and Canals..... 


H. R. No. 1118, to amend section 2931 o. 
utes of the United States so as to allow repayment 
by the Secretary of the Treasury of the tonnage tax 
where it has been exacted in contravention of treaty 

provisions . 
ee to the Committee on Forei 

H. R. No. 1119, to confirm the title of Benjamin E. Edwards, 

heirs, aasigns, or legal representatives, to a certain 
tract of land in the Territory of New Mexico 

1 to the Committee on Errate Land Claims 


H. R. No. 1501, for the relict of William Longnecker x 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1502, for the relief of Ella P. Murphy 
referred to the Committee on Indian Afai . 
H. R. No. 1503, for the relief of Thomas Kearney, collector 
of customs for the district of Corpus Christi, in the 

State of Texas cc ß. 


— —ũ—ͤ—a—il ³ꝶQGM:—h0 q 3333333: ee 


referred to the . on Military ‘Affairs 
H. R. No. 1505, for the relief of Mrs. Harriet R. Alsbury 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


H. R. No. 1506, sp provide for cheap transportation of freight 
between tide-water on or near the Atlantic Ocean and 

the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys....-..--........ T 

referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals k 

H. R. No. 1723, for the relief of Fřancis Guilbeau, of San 

Antonio; I dn ic Fone nse enbe pasei aces 

referred to the Committee of Claims 


H. R. No. 1724, to reduce the cost of the defense of the 
southwesterly boundary of the United States by the 
construction of a railroad and telegraph.-.......... è 


SCHLEICHER, GuSTAVE—Continued, 
resolutions offered by— 

that a select committee of eleven members be appointed by 
the Speaker, whose duty it shall be to sy the 
civil service of the United States and measures to pro- 
mote its efficiency, and that the committee shall have 
one to report by bill or otherwise. Considered and 
that the President be requested to communicate to the 
House of Representatives, as far as in his judgment 
may be compatible with the public interest, all infor- 
mation in his possession referring to the condition of 
the Mexican border in Texas and to any recent viola- 
tion of the territory of the United States y ineur- 
sions from Mexico. Considered and agreed to 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 30, to enable the 
Court of Claims to haar and determine the elaim of 
the personal representatives of Ferdinand Cais, a ys 

zon of Fran ess „ 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary i — 


por mien TTT 

San peace Texas, citizens of, for the repeal of the bank- 
Murphy, Mrs. Ella P., for compensation for Indian depreda- 
BONG so nk cca TT tavubsercn 
Schuchardt, William, relating to the claim of 
Grover, Arabella, for payment of a war claim 
Kearney, Thomas, for payment for losses while in the rey- 
enue service 
Dewees Reddington & Co., for payment for Indian depre- 
PIONS co „„ 

8 S. C., and others, for the establishment of a United 
States consulate at El Paso, Mexioo................. 

De Leon, Santiago, and William Longnecker, heirs of, for 
payment of a war claim . 
Texas, citizens of, to make San Antonio a port of entry... 
Galveston, Harrisburgh and San Antonio Railway Company, 
for aid to extend their road to the Rio Grande 

remarks by, on the— 

bill (H. R. No. 902) making 8 for the su 
of the Army for the Hsea Fee nn cor 30, 1 


pee 


157 


132 


211 


249 


361 
361 
386 
414 
414 
443 
443 
543 


569 
634 


634 


291, 295, 310, 311, 51 


joint 3 (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
c sae cek TLE A 

bill aLi EN No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 


566 


l year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 586, 590 


bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third 2 ol the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, en 

Schley, Mrs. Florence, bill (H. R. No. 145) 22 the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh .... .... -.---. 02.00.25.00 00002050 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Schmidt, 3 bill (H. R. No. 1756) granting a pension to. 
introduced b y Mr. Tipton 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Schmith, C., and others, petition of, against unjust diserimina- 
tion i A (oe sos (K 
School purposes, bill (H. R. No. 974) to appropriate the cotton 

tax to. 


introduced | by Mr. Sbelle 5.5500 cos enw oraso ũ4ß%: 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

Schriver, F. A., petition of, for an additional interest on the 

awardsof Alabama claim 

Schuchardt, William, 2 pening: to the claim ot 

Schultes, H., a page, paymen 

Schuylkill County, Ranger citizens of, petition of, for the 

repeal of the resumption act..-....----.-.-..----.-- 

Schwenger, Solomon, bill (H. R. No. 1453) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Lynde ...-.-- «Ä; 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

Scientific experts to be sent to the Paris exposition. [See Expo- 

sition at Paris. 

Sconden, Peter, bill (H. R. No. 461) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Calkins ..-... -----+ --+ +02 ----0+---- 
referred to the Committee on Military 

Scott, James, and others, bill (H. R. No. 878) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hous s .. q Sens 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 

Scott, Lucien, bill (H. R. No. 919) granting a pension to. 

introduced by Mr; Hendee soo. T 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


—‚—nc [ teen eee ũ—ͤ 


———— ...... 


Scott, Robert, joint resolution (H. R. No. 40) to correct the en- 

rollment of. 
introduced by Mr. Nea „4 %œö aces 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Scott County, Mississippi, citizens of, petition of, for payment 
of war claims 


P A AN R P E A AEE EA E 
Seabrook, Willam L. W., petition of, for the refund of certain 


—•—ͤ— œ MH eee eee 3333 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
Sears, Mary J., petition of, for a pension....... 33 
Seats in the House, drawing for ta 3ũ4ß 


Seattle and Walla Walla Railroad Company, bill (H. R. No. 783) 
to transfer the land granted for the branch of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad to the. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railrond . 
Sebring, Frank, a page, payment ohh. 
Secretary of the Interior, the, communications from— 
relative to setting aside from the rears annuities $5,000 
for the Germain children. rred to the Committee 
on tee Affairs, when appointed, and ordered to be 
i 
in reply to House resolution of the 2d instant, in reference to 
the preservation of models saved from the late fire at 
the Patent Office. Referred to the Committee on Ap- 
PROPIALIONGs 23s ao . tsas L E as 
in answer to a House resolution of the 9th instant, relating to 
the commission sent to the Osage Indians. Referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations................ 
relative to the exhaustion of the authorized edition of the 
Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office for 
October 9,1877. Referred to the Committee on Print- 


in reply to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
‘ovember 6, 1877, in relation to the metrical system 
of weights and measures in governmental transac- 
tions, &c. Referred to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures 
Secretary of State, the, communications from— 

addressed to the Committee on Foreign Affairs in reference to 
the Paris exposition of 1878. Ordered to be printed, 
and recommitted 
transmitting the draught of a bill to provide for the distribu- 
tion of awards made under the convention between 
the United States and Mexico of July 4, 1868, Or- 
dered to be printed, and recommitted ...... ...-..... 
transmitting a report in answer to a resolation of the House 
asking what amount of indemnity has been paid to 
this Government by the government of Spain on ac- 
count of the execution of General Ryan and others 
at 2 de Cuba, November 4, 1873, and what dis- 
ition has been made of such funds as may have 
RRS — 
transmitting a report in answer to a resolution of the House, 
respecting the obligatory use of the metrical system 
of weights and measures. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered 

to be Sa aate 

Secretary of the Treasury, the, communications from 

transmitting reports of certain citizen committees appointed 
to investigate the cnstom-house service, and recom- 
mending that they be compensated by appropriate 
legislation. Referred to the Committee of Waya and 
Means, when appointed, and ordered to be printed 


ee me wee eee ene nee teem ewan 
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regarding the claim of Caleb Tompkins, of Cartersville, 
‘ep ia; with accompanying documents. Referred to 
the 


ommittee on War Claims, when appointed 
regarding the claim of Mary E. Darwin — 1 the heirs of 
anas Canian, with accompanying documents. Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, when appointed 
in reference to the compensation of the commission to exam- 
ine the custom-houses of the principal ports of the 
United States. Referred to the Committee on Appro- 
r prad skani swasss cabunacassaee è 


Secretary of the Treasury, the, communications from— Continued. 
transmitting an estimate of appropriation for deficiencies in 


281 salaries aud contingent expenses in the Executive 
231 Office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on 5 enoto nalni 281 
134 | transmitting a communication from the Attorney-General in 
relation to the account of H. H. Wells, United States 
339 attorney for District of Columbia. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in Department of Justice... 360 
510| transmitting a communication from the Treasurer of the 
United States, containing information called for by 
House resolution of the 6th instant in relation to 
ld coin and gold bullion, &., in the Treasury. Re- 
rred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
and ordered to be printed ..-....... ..-...--2.------ 442 
in response to a resolution of the House asking for informa- 
tion relative to the negotiation of the United States 
4 per cent. bonds. ferred to the Committee of 
194 Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 559 
510 | Secretary of War, the, communications from— 
transmitting the claim of Murphy, Goode & Co. and J. W. 
Doda & Co., for paving on grounds of Indianapolis 
arsenal. Referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed dw 231 
197 | transmitting, for the information of the Committee on Com- 
197 merce, a report of the Chief of Engineers of the United 
282 States Army relative to obstructions in the Red River 
above Shreveport. Referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed AA AE 520 
transmitting a communication from General Hancock, su t- 
ing a changein the one hundred and fourth article of 
163 war. Referred to the Committee on Mili Affajrs. 559 
transmitting the report of the commission appointed by joint 
resolution of March 3, 1877, to examine contracts be- 
tween the United States and the Moline Water-Power 
360 Se / eve Suc „ 634 
Security of life on steam-vessels, bill (H. R. No. 641) to revise, 
amend, and consolidate the laws relating to. 
442 | introduced by Mr. Congerrn·O·· n 191 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 232323 191 
Seeds, James M., bill (H. R. No. 1014) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Ban ning bb ce 999955 238 
727 referred to the Committee of Claims 238 
Seeligson & Co., petition of, for payment for services 199 
af, Thomas W., bill (H. R. No. $20) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hartzell. . 2... .. 2225 s520 ccc nose cece sense 187 
referred to the Committee on War Claims HERS Necl yar 187 
205 | Seibert, Selmar, bill (H. R. No. 1754) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Burdick...... .....----- --+. --e-00seee--- 810 
referred to the Committee of Claimwm s 810 
Selleck, George F., bill (H. R. No. 43) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps seene ceccen cscs - 170 
559| referred to the Committee on War Claims 170 
Seminole and Florida wars, bill (H. R. No. 1338) granting pen- 
sions to the soldiers of the. 
introduced by Mr. CORE % „««„%6ã 355 
307 | referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 355 
Semple, Mrs. Eliza A., bill (E R. No. 989) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Sayle rk . Gandasi Doe 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
307 | papers relating to the petition of, for a pension . 510 
Senators, joint resolution (H. R. No. 34) to amend the Constitu- 
tion with respect to the election of. 
introduced by Mr. Oliver devcde. 260 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...........-...-. 250 
Senators and Representatives from Texas, bill (H. R, No. 679) 
for the relief of certain. 
472 introduced by Mr. Reagan 3 193 
referred to the Committee on the Judieiary ny udine save 
Sener, Jacob and Elizabeth, petition of, for a refund of taxes.. 221 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House, eleetion of J. G. Thompson as.. 54 
Sergeant-at-Arms of House of Representatives, joint resolution 
569 (H. R. No. 10) authorizing the, to appoint an assistant. 
introduced by Mr. Southard......... EOS eee A 179 
ee 5 re ee on ne one APE EER art — 5 
rgeants Condon, Hughes, an aney, petition of eee 
Sessions, Solomon D., 5 pers relating to the war claim of... 634 
Sexton, LEONIDAS, a Representative from Indiana— 
163 r so eile leon, bpovececes Wace pence 51 
appointed on committeess -= 22 TET RES T, 198 
leave of absence granted too———— <--0-+ -20--- 232, 472 
163 bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 458, giving the Court of Claims jurisdiction to 
hear and determine the claim of William T. Pate and 
163 Biles Or Hawise csc acts asecens aksedoos soa cabas ses 185 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .........--. 185 
reference chan to the Committee of Ways and Means. 424 
H. R. No. 459, for the relief of Gallus Kerehner..........-- 185 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 185 
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SHALLENBERGER, WILLIAM S., a Representative from Pennsyl- 


vania— 
attended; soca eee 51 
appointed on committees Ki 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 830, ting a pension to Elizabeth Teagarden.. 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 209 
H. R. No. 1483, granting a pension to Thomas Lowry, late 
a sergeant of Company A, One hundred and forty- 
seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 372 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 372 
petitions presented by, from— 
Teagarden, Elizabeth, for a pension 206, 336 
pilots 2 western and southern rivers, relating to the pilot 
Cc 
remarks by, on the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation 
to the international ex position 
Shannon, Joseph R.. petition of, for compensation for the 
steamer W. Burton i i ad 134, 221 
Shareholders in corporations, bill (H. R. No. 643) providing for 
levy, sale, and transfer of interests of. 
introduced by Mr. Stone, of Michigae nns 191 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .............-.-. 191 
Sherts, Catharine, petition of, for a pension...............--.- 221 
bill (H. R. 891) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vorhees 211 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 211 
Sheiber, John, petition of, for a pension. 148 
Shelby Medical College, petition of, for payment of a war claim. 262 
bill (H. R. No. 1 for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Houses 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 239 
SHELLEY, CHARLES M., a Representative from Alabama— 
attended .5-55 3 tsa cs ß 51 
appointed on committees ae 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 974, to n the cotton tax to school pur- 
in the States in which it was collected ........ 237 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 237 
II. R. No. 975, to appropriate Government lands in the State 
of Alabama to the public schools in said State 237 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 237 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Secretary of the Navy inform this House what 
naval vessels have been put under repairs since the 
Ist of March last, with the name, and cost of the 
same to date, and the amount which will be necessary 
to put them in sea-going condition. Referred to the 
Committe on Naval Affairs. 648 
that the loss of the Huron was in a measure attributable 
to her unseaworthiness, and it is rumored that other 
vessels now a repaired at the different navy-yards 
are in a like condition; and that the Secretary of the 
Navy be requested to direct the suspension of work on 
naval vessels which are now being repaired, or which 
have been ordered to be repaired since the Ist of 
March, 1877, until an examination of all such vessels 
can be made by a competent naval board 720 
that the Secretary of the Navy be requested to appoint a 
board of five naval officers of the highest rank, with 
a rear admiral as president of said board, to examine 
and report upon the condition of the naval vessels 
now being repaired at the different navy-yards, Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 723 
Shepherd, William, bill (H. R. No. 493) authorizing issue of land- 
warrant to the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Eden A 186 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 186 
Sheppard, F. E., bill (H. R. No, 1516) to remove the political dis- 
abilities of. 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed by 
SHO HOOKS oon Sad ß 458 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary........... 525 
Sherwood, Mrs. Ella, petition of, for payment of a war claim... 199 
Sherwood, Henry L., nominated for postmaster of the House... 54 
Shields, C., petition of, for payment of a war claim 634 
Shields, Matilda, petition of, for pa; tof a war claim 283 
bill (H. R. No, 1139) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 250 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 2222 250 
motion withdrawing the papers (jj. 326 
Short, Mrs. O. F., bill (H. R. No. 1176) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell TFT 251 
referred to the Committee of Claim 251 
papers relating to the claim of, for relief. 340 
Shreveport, Louisiana, bill (H. R. No. 285) for the erection of 
publie buildings at. 
introduced by Mr. Leonard o 179 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings andGrounds.. 179 


Shrewsbury, Slemons & Co., bill (H. R. No. 758) for the relief 
of the surviving partners of. 
introduced by Mr. Phillips 
referred to the Committee on Military 
Shuler, Maria, bill (H. R. No. 1292) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Benedict. Xu 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
Shunk, Christian, petition of, for extension of letters-patent.. ~- 
Sill, Robert W., captain in the Forty-sixth ment In- 
12 Volunteers, bill (H. R. No. 1495) for the re- 
ief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hamilton... nns 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Silver dollar, authorizing free coin: of, and remonetizing— 
ill, H. R. No. 84, introduced by Mr. Cox, of New York...... 
R. No. 296, introduced by Mr. Banning....- 3 
R. No. 301, introduced by Mr. Ewing 
R. No. 311, introduced by Mr. Jones, of Ohio 
R. No. 369, introduced by Mr. Bright -....-.......-.. 
R. No. 442, introduced by Mr. Hunter 
R. No. 452, introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana 
R. No. 483, introduced by Mr. Sparks 
R. No. 498, introduced by Mr. Harrisoen 
R. No. 514, introduced by Mr. Knapp .-...-......--... 
R. No. 554, introduced by Mr. Fort.. t 
R. No. 571, introduced by Mr. Bland ...............-. 
R. No. 664, introduced by Mr. Culberson ...........-. 
R. No. 691, introduced by Mr. Cummings. 
R. No. 714, introduced by Mr. Oliver 
R. No. 750, introduced by Mr. Phillips 
R. No. 905, introduced by Mr. Buckner - 
R. No. 909, introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois. 
H. R. No. 1073, introduced by Mr. Lathrop .............. 
H. R. No. 1093, introduced by Mr. Bland ..............-.. 
considered and by the House 25.2 seed 
referred to the Senate Committee on Finance ......... 
reported back to the Senate, with amendments 
Silvers, George, petition of, for a pension. 
bill (H. R. No. 1175) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell vies wand 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Silvey, Mary A., bill (H. R. No. 578) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Crittenden 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Simkins, Jesse 75 bill (H. R. No. 186) for the relief of the sure- 
ties o : 
introduced by Mr. Goode... ENONSE 
referred to the Committee on the- Judici 
sureties of, papare relating to the petition of, for relief 
Simmons, Mrs. Nancy, bill (H. R. No. 466) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. White, of Indiana........................ 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ° 
Simms, John A., bill 5 R. No. 1470) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobbk sss 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Simms, Henry, bill (H. R. No. 696) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Sampson 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
papers relating to the claim of, for bounty 
POLETON; Orno R., a Representative from Mississippi— 
atten 2322 
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appointed on committees s 197, 198 


bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 265, referring to the Court of Claims the claim of 
Nannie Hall, formerly widow of the late Lieutenant 
Denman, of the United States Army, for cotton seized, 
and the proceeds paid into the United States Treas- 
en ee Re eee Ea ee 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 

H. R. No. 1521, to provide for deficiencies in the appre ria- 
tions for the service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for 
other-purposesy. <.< 4.000 

reported from the Committee on Appropriations......... 
recommitted to the Committee on Appropriations. ...... 
reported back with a bill (H. R. No. 1526) as a substitute. 

H. R. No. 1526, to provide for deficiencies in the 3 ria- 
tions for the service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and 
for other purposes E OT ETEEN PEE 

reported from the Committee on Appropriatfons, as a sub- 
stitute for bill H. R. No. 1521 
considered, amended, and 
referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 
amendments submitted and referred. 635, 6 
reported back, considered, amended, and passed by the 
n Sis iui erase y ae, 
bill, with Senate amendments, referred to the House Com- 
mittee on Appropriations..........-...-....- —— 


565 
by House. 582-599, 614-615 


t35 


650, 767 
800-804 


815 


160 
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Page. 


SINGLETON, OTRO R. Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1666, 10 remove political disabilities of Edwin De 
Leon, late of Charleston, South Carolina —— . 
referred to the Committee on the Judici 
H. R. No. 1667, to remove the political 2 ae of Beverly 
H. Robertson, of the State of Virginia. 
referred to the Committee on the J bs rote abhi idee 
concurrent resolution submitted by, that there be printed for 
the use of the House 10,000 copies, in pamphlet form, 
of the report of the United States monetary commis- 
sion, created by joint resolution of August 15, 1876; 
the said pamphlet to embrace only the majority and 
minority reports, together with the special reports of 
said commission, and containing in all two hundred 
and ten printed pages, octavo. 
reported from the Committee on Printing 
considered, amended, and recommitted........--....---.-- 
resolutions offered by— 
that 10,000 copies of the re and accompanying docu- 
ments of the United § tates monetary commission or- 
ganized under joint resolution of August 15, 1876, be 
printed for the use of the House. Reported from the 
Committee on Printing 
that there be printed for the use of the House 10,000 copies, 
in pamphlet form, of the report of the United States 
monetary commission created by joint resolution of 
August 15, 1876; said pamphlet to embrace only the 
= ority and minority reports; together with the 
ial reports of said commission, and containing in 
att two hundred and ten printed pages, octavo. Sub- 
stitute reported from the Committee on Printing.... 716 
discussed, and amended by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia. 716, 720 
recommitted to the Committee on Printing. ............. 720 
petitions presented by, from— 
Shannon, Joseph R., for compensation for the steamer W. 
Burton 134, 221 
Scott County; Mississippi, citizens of, for payment of war 


723 


717 
720 


716 


weet eee tenes ween eens ae tem eew wees case 


R E ET E meme aR A odeedue sabe k bes 134 

Mississippi, Legislature of, for deepening the water at oe 
mouth of the Pa Ola River vere s csi Sans is thee 166 
Chambers, Robert P., for payment of a war claim 200 
Sprouse, Ira A., for pa ment of a war claim 200 
Johnson, Charles H., for payment of a war claim 200 
Coates, William B., for payment of a war claim 200 
Box, James B., for payment of a war claim - 200 
Meador, R. B. A, for payment of a war claim 200 
Summers, Ruth, for payment of a war claim 200 
Bobbitt, Turner, for payment of a war claim 200 
Day, C. W., for payment of a war claim 200 
Pall en, Wyley A., for payment of a war claim — 200 
Webb, Mrs. artha, for arrears of reer S 200 
Wilson, R. P., for the repayment o r 221 
Grant, Albert, r liert ecasiesubvusss 244 
Dickins, Asbury, relating to the claim o 340 
Woodward, John, for a pension 361 
4neidental remarks F ä —2õãͤ .. 293, 455, 459, 720 

remarks by, on the 
bill (H. R. No, 902) makin > al scents for the 3 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 

DIGS cena EE OEA A 288, 254, 295 
order of business 459, tel cen cis 


bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the service of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior 
years, and 883 other purposes 505, 582, 583, 
584, 585, 586, 587 „588, 591, 592, 593, 594, 597, 59s, 599, 614, 815 

point of WBE aK E E T ie A as AAI Rts 594 

resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 


States monetary commission 716, 717, 718, 719, 720 
bill (H. R. No. 1279) 5 the binding of documents 
for members of Congress 720 


Sinking fund, bill (H. R. No. _ to amend the act of March 
3, 1875, concerning the. 


introduced by Mr. Durham .... 2.22.22. .2-.---ss20-- 222s 723 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 723 
BINNICKSON, CLEMENT H., a Representative from New Jersey 
/ . 51 
appointed on ommitteenꝛr̃n 0.202. eee. ee saesson 198 
leave of absence granted t0.....--- 2 232 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 107, granting a pension to Mary A. Kerrick 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
H. R No. 108, granting a pension to Laurence W. Smith... 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
petitions presented by, from 
amden, New Jersey, letter-carriers. of, and others, for an 
increase Of -BAlATi€s . 2.62 2420 cece web ene coc cce scenes 166 
Warner, William H., fora pension 443 


eng oe John 820 ag ss (H. R. No. 1371) for the relief of. 
ROUGE coy ees cute uddshssebtwan Wonks nue 
3 to the Committee on War Claims 8 
bill (H. R. No, 1673) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dicker =... .--.-+s00+se0e madness r 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
Skilton, Nancy A., and others, petition of, for indemnity for In- 
dian spoliations PA ͤ ˙ 1 bees 
Slack, John B., bill (H. R. No. 1555) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Brentano 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ............--.... 
Slack, W. H., bill (H. R. No. 1485) for the relief of. 
introduced. (/ / AAA vend 
referred to the Committee on War Claims — — 
Slade, S. C., and others, petition of, for the establishment of a 
United States consulate at El Paso, Mexico 
Slawson, Charles, bill (H. R. No. 99) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Baker, of New Lor 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
SLEMONS, WILLIAM F., a Representative from Arkansas 
0 ͤ ⁰(dd ⁵ͤdv ̃⁵ͤ ]%˙k;n ̃ ͤ — R y 
appointed on committee 107, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 


723 
723 


200 


606 


373 
373 


H. R. No. 605, for the relief of Charles W. Preddy........ 190 
referred to the Committee of Claims 190 
H. R. No. 1096, making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Ouachita River in Arkansas.. 248 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 248 
H. R. No. 1097, making 25 . for the improve- 
ment of the Upper Red River, in Arkansas.. 248 
referred to the 8 on Commer co pspre 243 
H. R. No. 1098, making an appropriation for the survey of 
Little River, i in the State of Arkansas.. 248 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 248 
H. R. No. 1099, makin si appropriation for the improve- 
ment of Bayou olomew,in the State of Arkansas. 248 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 248 
motion made by, to withdraw Bete apersof Mrs. pare ackley. 326 
joint resolution introduced by, H R. No. 12, for relief of 
William W. Wilshire, of Arkansas 190 
referred to the Committee of Elections — —„— 190 
petitions presented by, from 
Ford, William G., for payment for cotton sized 166 
Ford, William G., administrator, relating to the claim ‘ot... 166 
Moss, William, for compensation for preserving certain public 
BION PEE wns hak pod ceeds E IE TTT 244 
Slocomb, Mrs. Ida, petition of, for payment of a war claim 199 
Slocum, Isaac, bill (H. R. No. 736) for the relief 5 
introduced by Mr. Donnell i< ois sn<ecenc cacecuanes sanis osas, 190 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affalrg . . 195 
Small, Daniel, bill (H. R. No. 1308) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Reilly „ 354 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions * 354 
SMALLS, ROBERT, a Representative from South Carolina— 
Aten 51 
appointed on committee. 198 
8 e or absence ted e ames ab pe e 164 
MITH, a tative ennsylya 
. — 5 oa 
inted on commit tees „„ 197 
introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 849, for the relief of Abra- 
ham Alstead, late a second lieutenant i in Company A 
of the Fifty fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 209 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 209 
reference changed to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 424 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Columbia bri e — 163 
Abr rl. ccawdecsewad Canb adapes ee 205 
joint r introduced by, H. R. No. 43, to authorize Rear- 
Admiral William 3 to accept certain presents 
from the King of Siam, a younger brother of the king, 
and the second king 4353 
referred to the Committee on Foreign SP TE Sy ts | 
petitions presented by, from— 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, citizens of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter- carriers 134 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Citizens of, relating to the 
ard T och vans dues me akaheeecaddeatebess 221 
Alstead, Abraham, for an increase of pension 221 
Sener, Jacob and Elizabeth, for a refun- of taxes . . 221 
McBride, Thomas, for eS for a barge ........- ot RA 
Wike, Levi, for a F 
remarks by, on the bill CH. R. No. 1526) to provide for deti- 
ciencies in the appropriations for the service of the 
Government = the fiscal year ending June 30, 1578, 
And for. Prior yoni cacao lain sd obna ns newsice sot een „501 
Smith, Charles B., bill (H. K. R. No. 1163) for relief of the heirs of. 
introduced by o TTT 251 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs „ 251 
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Smith, Frederick W., bill (II. R. No. 642) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. McGowan «25s ß 22 191 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
papers relating to the ghar? of, for a pension 727 
Smith, George W., bill (H. R. No. 1174) for the re-appointment 
of, as lieutenant in the Army. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell aa babe 251 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 251 
Smith, Henry C., bill (H. R. No. 859) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Throckmor ton. 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs . 210 
Smith, H. G., and others, petition of, for an increase of the sala- 
Ties Of lottor-CATTicrs - ... 0066 A «nworse maasuecs 134 
Smith, James, petition of, for additional pay as an officer - 302 
bill (H. R. No. 591) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan 4 189 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 190 
Smith, James C., petition of, for indemnity for seizure of cer- 
CCC 199 
Smith, Lawrence W., bill (H. R. No. 108) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Sinnick soon. 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
Smith, Minor T., bill (H. R. No. 561) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Franklin 22+ arayana 188 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 188 
papers relating to the petition of, for a pension 339 
smith, Nathaniel G., bill (H. R. No. 853) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of New Jersey 209 
referred to the Committee of Claims bevi ame . 210 


Smith, Pamelia, petition of, for a pension...............--..--- 148 
Smith, R. C., bill (H. R. No, 321) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Boone. 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 180 
Smith, W. C., and others, petition of, relating to the patent laws- 244 
SMT, WILLIAM E., a Representative from Georgia 
attended 51 


DI s introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 242, to oon peony James Sutlise, of Clay County, 
Georgia, for the care and storage of certain cotton, 


the property of the United States. 177 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 177 
H. R. No. 243, to repeal the tax of 10 per cent. on the circu- 
X lation of State banks and State banking associations. 177 


referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 177 
H. R. No. 244, for the improvement of Flint River, Georgia.. 177 


referred to the Committee on Commerce 177 


H. R. No. 1340, restoring to the pension-rolls the name of 
James Buchanan, of Blakely, Early San Georgia, 
first lieutenant of Geo militia in the Florida In- 
dian war of 1836, and whose name was dropped from 
the rolls under the act of February 4, 1862.......... 355 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 355 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of JamesSutlise.... 205 
petitions presented by, from— 
Sutlise, James, for payment of a war claim ..........-.---. 221 
citizens of Georgia, for certain post- routes 302 
Smith, William H., messenger in the Clerk’s office, payment of. 727 
Smith, William T., and others, memorial of, to be reimbursed 


for certain losses inonrred..................----25.- 339 

Smoking in Hall of House, remarks of the Speaker against. .... 345 
Smoot, Kiah, bill (H. R. No. 1600) for the relief of. 

introduced ‘by Mrs Kenna). q cde uccnceseus 608 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 603 


Smoot, Robert W., bill (H. R. No. 1316) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. W. r E E AA ß ASe Oe 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 354 


8mo Aeon ponon of, for a pension . 148 
Snake River, Washington Territory, bill (H. R. No. 1186) for 
the continuation of the improvement of. 

introduced by Mr. Jacobs. 21 

referred to the Committee on Commerce esses Oe 
Snyder, Alonzo, bill (H. R. No. 88) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Lapham....--...-- — 122 

referred to the Committee of Claims 1272 

papers relating to the petition of, for relief t 00-20. 327 
Snyder, W. C., bill (H. R. No. 536) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Burchard 187 

referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads ..... 187 
Soldiers, disabled and crippled, discussion own 594, 590 
Soldiers’ homesteads, bill (H. R. No. 1650) amending section 

i 2305 Revised Statutes in relation to. 

introduced by Mr. Bayno.sul-- liache sebis poneka vacevens 272 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 3 2 
Solchen — ones 
Soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812, bill (H. R. No. 1624) to 

extend the procene of existing law relating to. 
introduced by Mr. Macke 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 609 


Soldiers and sailors of Mexican, Florida, and Black Hawk wars, 
bill (H. R. No. 329) grauting pensions to certain. 


introduced by Mr. Turnen „1 180 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 180 
bill (H. R. No. 347) granting pensions to certain. 
introduced by Mr. Durham 181 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 181 
Somerville, Martha, petition of, for a pension — 5 520 
Soper, Mary E., bill (H. R. No. 176) for the relief of. 
introduced by ME Henkes ee 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 175 
South Carolina, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Joseph H. Rainey, Richard 
H. Cain, D. Wyatt Aiken, John H. Evins, Robert 
ee ANA BRESET LET E ORF F AT ANE akan ese cone 51 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H.R. No. 1660) for the relief of Saint Michael’s Church, 
Charleston, South Carolina. + 
introduced by ils; Gath’ a y EA T 722 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 722 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) to authorize the Secretary of 
war to issue certain arms to the Washington Light 
Infantry; of Charleston, South Carolina. ° 
introduced by Mr. Evins... .... .... ..-..---2-scnces once 253 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 253 
memorials and petitions from citizens of— i 
for the re-establishment of the office of assistant treasurer 
(( inca sopececcaticcahsnsacaasectasy cess 198 
fora pg Pera Todansbanhiaseboragansanb Ate eapsentes oie 386 
South and North Alabama Railroad Company, bill (H. R. No. 
972) for relief of settlers on lands claimed by. 
introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama..................-... 237 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 237 
SouTHARD, MILTON I., a Representative from Ohio 
r A eT NEE eee 51 
appointed on committee 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 297, to repeal the third section of the act en- 
titled “ An act to provide for the resumption of 
specie payments,” approved January 14, 1875. 179 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Curreney.... 179 
resolution offered by, that a select committee, consisting of 
eleven members, be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to take into consideration the date of the law respect- 
ing the ascertaining and declaration of the result of 
the election of President and Vice-President of the 
United States, and that said committee have power to 
report by bill or otherwise and to confer and act with 
the committee appointed on the part of the Senate 
charged with the same subject. Discussed and agreed 
CCC E SE EEE AN A A yore 5 132, 133 
that the committee on the revision of the laws regulatin 
the counting of the electoral votes for President an 
Vice-President be allowed a clerk, and that said clerk 
be paid the same compensation which is or may be 
allowed to the clerks of the committees, to be paid 
out of the miscellaneous contingent fund of the House 
or otherwise. Referred to Committee of Accounts... 527 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 10, authorizing the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representatives to 
appoint an assistaut. Referred to the Committee on 
She Balog 2 ion siasorancewssanasdascetnencesasp eae 179 
incidental remarks by........--...<..-se--0+ s2550 54, 55, 155, 815 
remarks by, on the— 
South Carolina contested-election case—second district. .... 67 
Colorado contested-election case. 95, 
121, 128, 129, 139, 140, 144, 145, 146 
resolution appointing a committee to take into considera- 
tion the state of the law respecting presidential elec- 
C ...r... — 132, 133 
Southern claims commission, bill (H. R. No. 1092) toamend act 
establishing the. 
introduced by Mr. Gunter.......--.-.------- 8 - 240 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 240 
Southern Kentucky, citizens of, petition of, that the State of 
Kentucky be divided into two judicial distriets 206 
Southern mail contraign; bill (H. R. No. 1234) concerning the 
0 
mntrodhesd Dr airera digassas 3 282 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 282 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 14) applying appropriation made 
March 3, 1877, to pay. 
introduced by Mr. Culber soon ey — 192 
referred to the Committee on Appropria tions 192 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 20) to pay certain. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan „ 193 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Rost-Roads... 193 
r TE OEA ben E T S 3 450 
payment of, discussion concerning 457 
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Southern Maryland Railroad, bill (H. R. No. 1263) concerning 
constraction of the. 


introduced by Mr. Butle 4 352 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Caualsss 352 
Southwesterly boundary, bill (M. R. No. 1724) to reduce the cost 
of defense of the. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher 5 8 TRG 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals ,--- 725 
Sowards, Captain Lonis, bill (H. R. No. 1028) for the benefit of. 
introdu WYMK< ROPER a ons vnrne Sate cease T A 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
Spain, indemnity from, resolution by Mr. N that the 
Secretary of State be requested to inform the House, 


if not incompatible with the public interests, what 
amount of indemnity has been paid to this Govern- 
ment by the government of in on account of 
the execution of Jobn Ryan and others at-Santiago 
de Cuba, November 4, 1873, and what disposition has 


been made of such fund as may have been received. 
CCT 359 
information received from the Secretary of State 472 


Spanish vessels, differential duties on, resolution by Mr. Wood, 
e that the President be ctfully reqnested, if not 
incompatible with the public interests, to communi- 
cate to this House the correspondenee with the Span- 
ish government and the orders and directions of the 
Treasury Department to the collectors of customs in 
relation to the recent imposition of a differential 
duty of fifty cents per ton on Spanish vessels enter- 
ing American ports, with such mformation in refer- 
ence thereto as he may deem necessary. 


eee paetae webs ohoh OAIR pA Sa rey 
the rules were suspended and the resolution adopted. 242 
Sparks, WILLIAM A. J., a Representative from Illinois 
Attended 355 Soca ac os e ee suvwnutecutenn'secase 51 
appointed on committees -..........-+..------2-- ---- ---- 197, 198 
leave of absence granted too 633 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 482, granting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 
ors of the War of 1846 with Mexico and to the widows 
of deceased soldiers and sailors 186 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
H. R. No. 483, to coin and remonetize silver 186 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 186 
H. R. No. 484, authorizing the payment of duties on imports 
in legal-tender Treasury notes 186 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 186 
H. R. No. 485, to repeal provisions of the act entitled “ An 
act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” 
approved January 14, 1875 ....-. ..--.. >02... -200000 186 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency..... 186 
incidental remarks by... .... 1.2.22. cen. cneens ones 68, 528, 546, 564 


remarks by, on the— 


bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the snpport 
of the Army for the fso year ending June 30, 1528. - 289, 
291, 301, 302, 309 
OTAGROL: DIOR i i202 cans enoshasaaneuns anepi a aame 472, 473 
AG Of ar. 8 515,564 


bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the Government for the 

scal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 584, 

586, 587, 596, 597 

Spates, George W., ree relating to the war claim off.. 728 


Spaulding, William W., and others, petition of, for a land grant 
r TPI L TET ETSE 
Special 1 pill (a R. 5 213) Shon oo bes by distillers of 
randy from apples, peac or 
introduced by Mr. Li eee aR A 76 
referred to the Committee of Claims 176 
bill (I. R. No. 1677) to repeal certain provisions of chapter 3, 
title 35, Revised Statutes, concerning. 
introduced by Mr. Banning. .... ..-. ..-.------ 723 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 723 
Specie payments, bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal an act to provide 
for the resumption of. 
reported from the Committee on Banking and Currency...-.. 203 
considered, amended, and passed by the House 203-205, 
212, 224, 223-231, 257-262, 264-281, 381-385, 
400-413, 425-442, 459-510, 615-622, 623-633 
referred to the Senate Committee on Finance. - 63 
[See Resumption of spool ayments. 

Specie-resumption act, bill (H. R. No. 109) to repeal the. 
r a EA E TE A D abe AN bon aae 172 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 173 

Spencer, Joa, soe: James R. Mead, bill (H. R. No. 819) for the 

ef o: 
introduced by Mr Ryan oan cosa ccccctcesussicneccs' sens 208 
referred to the Committee of Claims 203 
reference changed to the Committee on Indian Affairs 373 


Spencer & Mead, 57 7550 relating to claim o.. Nn 206, 244 
Spencer, W. C., bill (H. R. No. 807) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 208 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............... 208 
Spicer, John, bill (H. R. No. 1060) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Springer 239 

referred to the Committee on War Claims .....-............ 239 
Spindler, George, and others, petition of, for an increase of the 

salaries of letter-carriers.-.-... .....--...---+. ...... 134 

Spirits destroyed by fire, bill (H. R. No. 543) concerning. 

introduced by Mr. Hayes „h 188 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 188 
Spooner, Heury B., bill (H. R. No. 1676) granting a pension to. 

introduced by Mr. Banning .....--.--..-..----- .-+-+. 622-2. 723 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 723 
Spradlin, Cynthia, petition of, for a pension and bounty .....- G22 
Sprague, Henry, and others, petition of, that he be granted a 

Pn... ꝛð 134 

SPRINGER, WILLIAM M., a Representative from IIlinois 

e y . LNAI A 51 

appointed on committee. 197, 198, 816 

rulings and remarks from the chair 528 


539, 544, 545, 546, 547, 560, 561, 562, 563, 564, 565, 506, 567 
bills introduced by, viz: 


H. R. No. 503, granting a pension to Daniel Clary 186 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
H. R. No. 504, for the relief of Albert Grant 186 
referred to the Committee of Claims ...-...........--.. 186 

H. R. No. 1059, in relation to the Venezuelan mixed commis- 
FFP ance censee ... pane kesoee 239 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs bibdate 239 
H. R. No. 1060, for the relief of John Spicer... ..........-- 239 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 239 

H. R. No: 1406, for the relief of Gibbes & Co., of Charles- 
ton; South Caroling... „„ 357 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 357 

HI. R. No. 1407, granting an honorable discharge to Milo M. 
AA KT 357 
referred to the Committee on Military Affuirs 357 
motion made by, to adjourꝶůůꝶ nn 97 

resolutions offered 9 5 

that Hon. Alexander H. Stephens, Hon. William D. Kelley, 

and Hon. Fernando Wood be allowed to select their 
seats before the drawing for seats begins 55 
amended by adding names of other members 55 
resolution, as modified, was adopted 55 

that the certificate of the governor of California, presented 

by Romualdo Pacheco, together with the supplement- 

ary returns, certificates, and other papers on behalf 

of the contestant, Peter D. Wigginton, claiming a 

seat from the fourth con onal district of Califor- 

nia, be referred to the Committee of Elections, with 

instructions to report upon the case at the earliest 
time practicable. Adopted ...........--. ....- 3 

that the Committee of Elections be authorized to have 

printed for its use any testimony it may deem neces- 

sary relating to contested-election cases before said 
committee. Agreed too - 203 


that the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he > 

is, authorized and directed to pe ; ont of the contin- 

ent fund of the House, the following-named pages 

or services from October 15 to October 31, inclusive: 
James W. Friend, Frank Duncan, Arthur May, Frank 
Sebring, Frank Angerer, H. Schultes, T. G. Bryan, 
Edward Yost, Harry Blacklock, Edward Donoghue, 
Graham L. Gordon, Edward Finley, Charles Weller, 
Frank Donnelly. Referred to the Committee of Ac- 


ee » eens ee ees sesoses «õ 32. 


ernment by the 
the execution of 


that 2,000 copies of the volume of Questions of Order de- 
cided in the organization of the House, as compiled 

and revised by the journal clerk, be printed for the 

use of the House. Referred to the Committee on 
Printin 

joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 11, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution in reference to the 
election of President and Vice-President of the United 
States and members of Congress 
referred to the select committee on election of President 
and Vice-President 
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HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


SPRINGER, WILLIAM M.— Continued 
concurrent resolution submitted b , that when the two Honses 
127 10 on Wednesday o 28th day of November, 
this extraordinary session will stand adjourned 
without day. Referred to the Committee of Ways 


and Means F 220 
petitions presented by, from— 

aR eld, Ilinois, ‘etter-carriers of, and others, for an in- 

crease of salari ess CERNAS 134 

riggs, Seth, for relief „„ C 
Bebel of Columbia, Labor League of the, for the restora- 

tion of suffrage in the District 165 

Clary, Daniel, for a pension 3 263 

inao remarks S pEr S dast 54, 55, 338 


65, 198, 203, 200, 212, 214, 220, 226, 338, 359, $65, 683,508,806 
remarks be on the— 
ITE ͤ ⁵— ͤ V 55, ais 215, 257 
alifornia contested-election case—fourth district.. 
Colorado contested-election case 
122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, “140, 162, ca 2 9 


ou of business pet 5 
resolution concerning the pay of temporary pages 
bill (H. R. Na Se) to repeal the 1 T5 aalen of the act to 
rovide for the resumption of specie ments 
8 x Pome 68 16.618 628, os 
bill (H. R. No, 902) making Bp 1 for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30,1878.. 511 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary COMMISSIONS <6 5c gis einem nes eres 718,719 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 58.] 
Springer, W. M., memorial of, for compensation for professional 


r AAA 380 
Springfield, Illinois, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, for 
an increase of salaries..........--.---.----s---+---- 134 
Sprouse, Ira A., petition of, for payment of a war claim 200 
Staff Cor Corps of the Army, bill (H. R. No. 1106) to provide for the 
resignation of certain officers of the. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 8 248 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs --- 248 
Stafford, Seymour & Co., bill (H. R. No. 1331) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia 354 
referred to the Committee of Claims 3⁵⁴ 
Stallings, 1 bill (H. R. No. 1348) to restore to the pension- 
miola he r v 355 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 355 
Stamps on bank-checks, bill (H. R. No. 852) repealing ate use of, 
introduced by Mr. Hardenberg. 209 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. ·᷑ 209 


Stanley, Henry M., joint resolution (H. R. No, 52) extending the 


thanks of Con to. 
introduced by Mr. Blair 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Stanley, W. D. L., petition of, for correction of his Arm iy reon 221 
bill (H. a xe. 896) for the removal of the charge of W 
miradas ‘by Mer WA VOTROG sneren nese heen aes Speeds Syra. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 211 
Stannard’s Rock, Lake Superior, bill (H. R. No. 1760 for a ligbt- 
house and steam fog-si at. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell 77 seta 811 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
Stanton, Oscar F., memorial of, for his proper position in the 
Navy Register 7775. A AADI H Sre 727 
Staples, Millie. petition of, for a pension. 622 
Staplin, Geor, S., and others, petition of, for a pension. 76 
Star routes, bill (H. R. No. 983) in relation to ‘transportation on, 
introduced by Mr. Robertson... 237 
referred to tho Committee on Appropriations.. .....-----.--. 237 
STARIN, JOHN H., a Representative from New York— 
AETA A ls. s sas seseecec oe osadeauss U 5 
appointed on 5 57 5 198 
leave of absence granted to 164 
Stark, Jacob H., bill (H. R. No. 1777) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan.. . 811 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 511 
Stark, Jacob S., petition of, for pay, as an officer in the Army. 816 
Stato banks, Ko., bill (H. R. No. 243 » to repeal the tax of 10 per 
cent. on the circulation o 
introduced by Mr. Smith, of Georgia 177 
referred to the Committee on Ban ing and Currency -.....-. 177 
State claims against the United States, bill (H. R. No. 1491) to 
give to the Court of Claims jurisdiction of certain. 
H Fill. e suas 399 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ........---..--.. 399 
State courts, bill (H. R. No. 663) concerning the removal of 
canses from. 
introduced by Mr. Culberson . ......-. ..------+-----+-+- +s 192 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .........--...-.- 192 


State and county officers, bill (H. R. No. 410) to compensate. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell e 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....--..----.---- - 

States, bill (H. R. No. 1583) concerning the debts due by the 

Government to certain. 
introduced by Mr. Mills „««6ũñ 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ............... 

Stauber, 1 pal Ba B., and others, bill (H. R. No. 1326) for the re- 
introduced by Mr. Robbins 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 5 

Staunton River, bill g R. No. 863) for the survey of. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell............ 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Seam plow machinery; bill (H. R. No. 1602) to ‘exempt from 


aE by Mr. Davis, of California 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 25 

bill (H. R. No. 1622) to admit duty free. 

introduced by Mr. Luttrell 22. .0.2-. ceseeessccccecewese 

referred to the Committee of Ways and N 
l WALTER, L., a Representative from North Carolina— 
attende 


ene 4 «ñ 


—L—b„ũ!.r a ̃̃ A ꝶ ꝶõꝶhk«««««%hvuAMAX eee meee eae 


appointed on committeess .. . . 

leave of absence ted to- nee „ ee 
bills introduced by, viz: 

II. R. No. 230, for the relief of Alexander Sutherland s 

Teferred to the Committee of Claims. 

H. R. No. 231, for the relief of Moses W. Alexander 

referred to the Committee of Claims. 


H. R. No. 1524, to provide for the settlement and payment 
of arrearages due to certain persons for services ac- 
tually done for the United States in the Southern 
States prior to the late civil war 

referred to the elgg wad Of CIGIDIA.. vcvev cn acnes nemnee 
petitions presented by, from— 

Sutherland, Alexander, for relief from a judgment 

Alexander, M. W., for relief. alice ae 

North Carolina, for a PO 8 

incidental remarks by 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H, R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the AE ANE of specie payments 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
ons) Gxngitlon J. von nscnescusnecicceseh sanaewennde 
Steif, Caroline, petition of, for a pension . . 
STEN GER, WILLIAM S., a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
F TAAT T T OT hana bees 3 
ap ointed on committee s.. ie 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 812, granting a pension to Robert A. McDonald.. 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1304, granting a pension to Anna M. Clippinger-. 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1305, ting a pension to Catharine Chamberlain, 
widow of David Chamberlain 3 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1306, for the relief of Charlotte M. Byers 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1307, for the relief of Sones Eyster, assistant 
5 of the United States at Philadelphia, Penn- 

WAUIS Jo dwac ton dad VEA EA A EET anim at boss 

nA to the Committee of Ways and Means . 

H. R. No. 1567, for the relief of Captain William L. Foulk.. 
referred to the Committee on ilitary Affairs 
resolution offered hy, that the Clerk of the House of resent- 
atives be authorized to pay to V. H. MeCormick, spe- 

cial messenger and watchman for the Committee on 
Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company of the last 


Cong $723.60 ont of the contingent fund of the 

House. ferred to the Committee of Claims 

incidental remarks by J... ---. -- soos pues caccecsucoes ie 

Stenographers, pur (l. Be No, 817) authorizing the appoint- 
mento 

introduced by Mr. Ry. an AS aN Cotes TTT 

referred to the Comtnittes on the Judiciary.......-..-.....- 


STEPHENS, ALEXANDER H., a Representative from Georgia— 
sttendod 4/42 k zts cdebon eeenedduvesrsensstenus 


bil introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 234, for the relief of John F. Andrews, postmaster 
at Washington, Georgia 5 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Ronds 
H. R. No. 235, for the relief of E. P. Edwards, postmaster 
at Elberton, c 
referred to 8 on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
H. R. No. 1331, for the relief of Stafford, Seymour & Co. and 
sandry other parties therein named, for Indian depre- 
GAGIONS =~ «oe cass tne coe tans T EE E O ERS 
referred to the Committee of Claims ........-.-..-----.- 
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e Page. 
STEPHENS, ALEXANDER H.— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1 the relief of V. Richards & Brothers.... 354 


referred to the Committee on War Claims 354 
H. R. No. 1477, for the relief of Edward Gallaher. 371 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 371 
H. R. No. 1522, for the financial relief of the country, an 

to facilitate the return to specie payments without 

9 affecting the commercial business and in- 
dustries of the peo pl... 515 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency .... 515 

H. R. No. 1661, the better to promote the navigation and 
shipping interests of the United States — 722 
` refe to the Committee on Commerce......-........- 723 
H. R. No. 1662, for the relief of Samnel I. Gustine 723 
referred to the Committee on War Claims TAR 723 
motion made by, to adjourn .... n... .....----.+-+-- 1233 257 


resolutions offered by— 
that the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures be, 
- and it is hereby, authorized to employ a clerk, at the 
usual rates of compensation, to be paid out of the 
contingent fund of the House. Referred to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts „„ 
that John C. Chauncey be continued in the service of this 
House as heretofore until otherwise ordered, and that 
he be paid as heretofore. Considered and to.. 
that 88 para = letter from 3 r. Seer 
with feelings of deep regret; and, in partin 
with Dr. Poisal, returns him sincere thanks for the 
manner in which he has discharged his duties. 
Adopted bree ees 
petitions presented by, from— 
Stone, Charles R., and Mary A. Danforth, executors, to be 
relieved from certain judgment . 
coinage, weights, and petitions and papers relat- 
ing to, on file in the Clerk’s office. 
Washington, District of Columbia, letter-carriers of, for an 
increase of salaries... . 2.2.02... teense toes cece onse 
Hubby, Mrs. A. E., and-others, for an amendment of the 
Pension laws. 6. ser sss s cc disao Wess bose dsos cece cscs 
Swope, Samuel, for payment of a war claim 
Richards, V., & Brothers, for payment of a ar clai 
Maxwell, ty i payment 2 a war 7 550 . . 
Rice, Bern r payment of a war claim 
Gallaher, Edward, for payment of a war claim 
Frobel, Elizabeth D. and Ann, for payment of a war claim. 
Lee, Charles, for additional compensation for services 
Rains, Mary J., for a pensioͤppůpuůunnn t 
incidental remarks by o 234 
255, 256, 263, 264, 399, 463, 515, 720, 722, 808 
remarks by, on the— 


reference of bill (H. R. No. 905) to authorize the free coin- 
age of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its 
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legal-tender characterrrrrrrrrnrr 232, 233 
bill (H. R. No. 282) prescribing the form of credentials of 
members of Congress 
bill (H. R. No. 902) ma ing appropriations for the ne gy 
of the Army for the year ending June 30,1878.. 308 
Colorado oontested- election cas. 611, 612 
resolution to print 10,000 copies of the report of the United 
States monetary commission 717, 718, 719 
Stephenson, William W., petition of, for a pension 199 
bill (H. R. No. 480) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Hanna - 18 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
Stepper, Andrew, ie: ine 606 
Stevens, E. H., and T.S. Rhett, administrators of, memorial of, to 
be reimbursed certain losses incurred in Mexico. ..282, 340 
STEVENS, Hiram S., a Delegate from Arizona— 
attended io... secede eee Sessesbssndctesasresusciaudes 54 
meant —Lʃ 198 


a 
D s introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 793, to confirm certain acts of the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of Arizona, and provide for 
an apportionment of the members in the next Legis- 
lative Assembly thereof.. ............-.....-...---. 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciar / 

H. R. No. 794, to provide for the construction and repairs of 
military roads in the Territory of Arizona 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 795, segregating Grant County from the Territory 
of New Mexico and annexing it to the Territory of 
ECC ͤ E scl icscicsenecsucauss’s 

referred to the Committee on the Territories. 

H. R. No. 1194, for the relief of Charles A. Luk 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1630, to amend section 1922 of the Revised Stat- 
Toi provisions concerning particular organized Ter- 
ones S N F R 
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STEVENS, HIRAM S.—Continusd. 
petitions presented by, from— 


Safford, Governor A. K. P., and others, relating to the fees 

and mileage of the United States marshal of Arizona.. 97 

Arizona Territory, Legislative Assembly of, relating to the 
legislative representation .......--. ««%«htA 200 
Stevens, John A., bill (H. R. No. 588) for the relief of the widow 

and heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan . ꝗ :⁊⸗4?'189 
referred to the Committee on War Claims q 189 

heirs of, papers relating to the war claim of .......... joie 302 
Stevens, Martha A, petition of, for payment of a war claim. 133 
Stevens, Mrs. Martha A., bill (H. R. No. 372) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Brighlhjt 3 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 182 
bill (H. R. No. 876) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hous e % 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims..............-.. 210 
STEWART, Jacon H., a Representative from Minnesota 

BUCO pose . Ae A 51 

appointed on committee. 198 

bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 1157, to amend section 2464 of the Revised 

! A LATYA T N TAE 251 

referred tothe Committee on Public Lands 251 
H. R. No. 1158, to authorize claimants upon even-numbered 
sections of land within the twenty-mile limits of the 

Northern Pacific Railroad to made proof and pay- 

ment for their claims at the ordinary minimum rate 

r / ecb hook PISAS oE sus 251 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 21 
H. R. No. 1159, to extend the time in which to construct and 
complete the Northern Pacific Railroad 251 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 251 
H. R. No. 1755, to amend the acts approved March 3, 1873, 
and March 13, 1874, to encourage the growth of timber 
on western prairies 3 Siso SBEL 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands............-- 811 
petitions presented by, from 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, letter - carriers of, and others, for an 

increase of salaries .- 2... - 22-20 “nce sce cecse ese sone 200 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, letter-carriers of, and others, for an 

increase of salaries — 200 
Livingston, Annie C., for payment of a war claim . 548 
Spaulding, William W., and others, for a land grant to cer- 

CRIN a ih ARLI OOT oes kot I STT NT NE 548 
Morthrup, Anson, for a grant of land 548 
Anderson, E., and others, for certain harbor improvements. 548 

Stewart, James A., bill (H. R. No. 1663) for relief o 

introduced by. Mr: Bell 723 

referred to the Committee of Claim 723 
Stewart, James M., election of, as Postmaster of the House.. 54 
Stewart, John, bill (H. R. No. 624) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan . 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 

papers relating to case .. 2... -i2200 ceo sce cannes cesses 244 
Stewart, Thaddeus S., bill (H. R. No. 1615) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Stone, of lowa ...........-------- Ceres 609 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 9 609 
Stewart, Thomas T., bill (H. R. No. 1535) granting a pension 

to. 

introduced by Mr. Hen dee 582 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 582 
Stief, Caroline, bill (H. R. No. 815) to place on the pension-roll 

the name of. 

introduced by Mr. Morrison ..-....... 44 4„„4„6 „46! 208 
8 r z ay W 8 Pensions 208 

tinson, Adam, (H. o. granting a pension to. 

introduced by Mr. Fuller . 184 
R e to 55 5 K. Na 14) Pensious . — 184 

tinson, Samuel, jr., bill (H. o. 14) granting a pension to. 

in uced by ae F svi 2 5 169 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions -- 169 
Stivers, Alonzo, and others, petition of, for an increase of the 

salaries of letter-carriers......--- Steen 5 133 

Stocker, E. A., and others, petition of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers......-.-----, ...------++-+ 148 
Stockton, Mrs. Cellie, bill (H. R. No. 1325) for the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Harris, of Virginia 3 — 354 
S referred . the Committee oe tenes PAS TELEL IO 8 354 

tone, Charles R., and Mary an executors, petition of, 
= to be relieved from certain 8 332333 148 
Stone, Elizabeth D., bill (H. R. No. 113) granting a pension to. 

introduced by Mr. Ward. 173 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 173 
Stone, J. M., and others, sureties, petition of, for rel 799 
STONE, Joux W., a Representative from Michigan— 

attended 2 on sess been A N som 51 

appointed on eommittees........... 198 

leave of absence granted to 633 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


STONE, JOHN W.—Continued. 

bills introduced by, viz: 
H: R. No. 643, providing for the levy, sale, and transfer of 
interest of shareholders in corporations under execu- 


C A eed EPP VENAE mabe Sadis awn 
referred to the Committee on the Judieiary. 
H. R. No. 1433, ting a pension to Emily E. Wheelock, 


widow of Edward C. Wheelock, late a musician in 
the Third Regiment Michigan Infantry Volunteera.. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1434, granting a pension to John Langland, late a 
private of Company B, First Michi Sharpshooters. 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1435, 1 J a pension to Julia F. Hiscatt, 
guardian of the minor heirs of William S. Price, late 
corporal Company D, Twenty-first Regiment Michi- 
gan Volunteers 8 . 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
petitions presented by, from 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, citizens of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriermnm nm 

Langland, John, for a pension 

Wheelock, Emily E., for a pension 

STONE, Joskrn C., a Representative from Iowa 
attended... oo. seses insidon . 
appointed on committees .----- PUEI EAT POE SA aww aden 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 692, for the relief of certain employés on the work 
for the improvement of the Des Moines Rapids of the 
Minslasigpi Rivers. .65.cili clus aua ctieeuct 

referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 693, granting a pension to Henry Fishburn, pri- 
vate Company A, Twenty-fifth Regiment Iowa Vol- 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1441, for the relief of John O. Vallandigham, 

ere E, Thirty-fifth Regiment Iowa Volunteer 

DERE esos task Rad O EEPE AE AEE 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1613, to create postal savings-banks, and for in- 

vesting the surplus deposits in the same in securities 

of the United States . d 

referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

H. R. No. 1614, for the relief of S. T. Marshall, of Lee 

County; lonais ect e webs 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 2h: 

H. R. No. 1615, for the relief of Thaddeus S. Stewart. 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1729, for the relief of Rollin J. Reeves 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
petitions presented by, from— 

igton, Iowa, letter-carriers of, for an increase of sala- 


Barlin 
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Arm 
Stonebraker, George E., bill (H. R. No. 167) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh................ paces sae bbe. es see 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 4b! . 
administrator, bill (H. R. No. 168) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Stonefield, Mary Ann, petition of,to be refunded certain money.. 
bill (H. R. No. 997) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Sayler — —ü4 * 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Stonington Harbor, Connecticut, bill (H. R. No. 1276) concerning 
improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Watt AERA ETE e 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Strahan, Clement R., petition of, to be paid certain moneys 
STRAIT, Horace B., a Representative from Minnesota 
r 5460 adeedobbbevc bosd dudd sate 
appointed on committeeezun:ñ renes sees eens eee ee nine 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 739, for the relief of Henry Plowman........... 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs..... Weare 
H. R. No. 740, for the relief of Samuel Dunnell........... 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 741, granting a pension to Jolin Etzell........... 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 742, granting a pension to Reuben J. Chewning-. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
H. R. No. 743, granting arrears of pensions 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1160, to extend the provisions of an act approved 
June 22, 1874, entitled “An act for the relief of settlers 
on railroad lands c2sees . nee 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1161, for the relief of Charles Thimons 


STRAIT, Horace B.—Continued. 


bills introduced by 
H. R. No. 1102, for the relief of Alfred Muller, late acting 
assistant surgeon United States Army. 1 251 
referred to the Committee on Milit „ 251 
H. R. No. 1163, for the relief of the heirs of Charles B. 
Smith, decens ed 2. T 251 


Strength of the Army, resolution by Mr. Banning, that the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire 
into the. Considered and laid over 328 
Strider, Samuel V. B., bill (H. R. No. 1245) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dicke . 326 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 3 326 
papers relating to the war claim og -spesa 339 
Stringham, Mrs. Silas H., petition of, for a pension 133 
Strunk, George W., petition of, for relief 728 
Stutts, John R., and R. M. Kibbourne, bill (H. R. No. 1665) con- 
cerning the claims of. 
introduced by Mr. Garth...-......-........-- PPE TE PRE 723 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ..........-.-.-..- 723 
Sullivan, Dr. James B., papers relating to the war claim of.... 510 
Summers, bo eae G., bills (H. R. Nos. 925 and 1643) for the relief 
/H ͤͤ V A E EN te 
introduced by Mr, Covert ..... 55ü„ßßßß . unas etebemas ee 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 235 
Summers, F. K., petition of, for compensation for carrying the 
WIRE ihe A 0 WSs tasbaes pees beenea se 360 
Summers, Danian Dp (H. R. No. 194) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Huntonn F 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
Summers, Ruth, petition of, for payment of a war claim 200 
Sundry Alabama claimants, petition of, for an additional inter- 
est on Alabama claims. 244 
Supreme Court, messengers of the, petition of, for additional 
OOM pensation seses suisdse samen Kepebune cancecesen- 510 
Surgeons, Army, resolution by Mr. Wood, that the Secretary of 
War be requested to furnish the House the followin 
information: The number of commissioned medica 
officers of the United States Army now on duty in the 
District of Columbia; the num of contract sur- 
. geons now employed in the District, and the duty to 
which each is assigned; whether any, and, if so, each 
of said contract surgeons are engaged in private 
practice, and, if so, to what extent; the number of 
contract surgeons employed by the Su n-General 
who are not graduates in medicine, and in addition 
thereto the reasons for the employment and assign- 
- ment in each case. 
„ . n 222 
referred to Committee on Expendituresinthe War Department. 282 
Sutherland, Alexander, petition of, for relief from a judgment. 166 
bill (H. R. No. 230) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Steele S EK vy i 
referred to the Committee of Claims 177 
Sutherlin & Bro., John F., bill (H. R. No. 450) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Hunter... „% 184 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means Ketter ee — 184 
Sutlise, James, bill 9 5 R. No. 242) to compensate. 
introduced by Mr. Smith, of Georgia e 177 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 177 
papers relating to war claim o. Ke „ 21 
motion withdrawing the papers o. ͤ 205 
Sutorius, Alexander, memorial of, for reinstatement as captain 
of cavalry .........- renn — 548 
Sutter, George A., motion withdrawing papers of ese 97 
Sutter, John A., papers relating to claim of 134 
Sutton, A. Schnyler, bill (H. R. No. 302) amendatory of an act 
granting a pension to, approved June 4, 1872, 
introduced (by. Mr Ewing i. ....<s0s assniienshaanskaep.enanheos 179 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 179 
Sutton, Leroy D., bill (H, R. No. 320) for the relief of, 
introduced by Mr, Boone: . - 180 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 180 
Suy Carty Levee, bill (H. R. No. 872) appropriating $75,000 for 
repairs upon the. 
introduced, by. Mr. Knapp ti. .cs isch a „.. 210 
referred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees..:......... 210 
Swamp lands sold by the United States, bill (H. R. No. 615) 
granting indemnity to States for. 
Sntrodnced by . T K cusberee 190 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 190 
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Swann, THOMAS, a Representative from Maryland— 
attended 
appointed on committees. . . . . 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 48, in relation to the 

international industrial exposition to be held in Paris 


in 188. „ „ dbenicncucaue 
reported from the Committee on Foreign Affairs 3 
considered, amended, and passed by the House... 


528-548, 560-569 
Paa aloce Wer fox A 
- oore N., for payment for ces eeping open 
the harbor of Baltimore T 221 
Latrobe, F. C., mayor, and others, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers 


Wolf, George, for arrears of pension 
Goldsborough, Mrs. Elizabeth, for a pension ......-.-.-.-. 263 
Bond, John H., and others, relating to salaries 263 
Admiral Porter, and others, for a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wirt Goldsborough- b 302 
Dellinger, John, for a pension 569 
Raddach, J. B., and others, for Mexican war pensions 728 
Fardy, Emily J., for the refund of certain money 799 
Strawbet, Martha, for a pension 816 
incidental-remarks DY <2... 122.52 „„ 540 
remarks by, on the— , 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in regard tothe international 
erposition 2.2 -ess sers co nds teres sodon 454, 455, 516, 517 
order of 0 l. ain 51399) eses= 8 ee 515 
Swasick, James C., bi 0. granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Finley sseses euceeeeces 179 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions „179 
Swearing in of Representatives and Delegates .... nun eou 0e- 0 54 
Swope; Samuel, petition of, for payment of a warclaim....... 244 
Syndicate of American and foreign bankers, resolution by Mr. 
Wood, that the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish the House copies of the contract made with 
a certain, for the negotiation of the 4 per cent. bonds 


of the United States, together with copies of all other 
papers relating thereto ; and also with a statement as 


to the present condition of such negotiation, and 
whether it remains in force as ori made, with- 
out modification or change, 

objected too 22-22. ee oo ee seen ee ee 22 


the rules were suspended and the resolution was adopted. 242 
Syracuse, New York, citizens of, petition of, for an increase of 


the salaries of letter-carriers......- 2-202 360 
E: 
Tabb, William, bill (H. R. No. 1320) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Douglas bs rosntá assz 354 
referred to MICE Wh Ne 1145) creatine, eee a tase 354 
Taft, Lucius, bi ` 0. gan ing a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 250 
referred to u Ne 1000) Invalid eee eae 2 — 250 
x rt, S., bill (H. R. No. granting increase of pension to, 
Anubiasi Dy Mr. Hartsell. . „ 240 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 240 
Tait, William, heirs of, petition of, for payment for certain 
property confiscated - ----.----- 510 
Talbert, Haaser ont Susan Benson, bill (H. R. No. 172) for 
relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Wals). 2 - 1% 
referred to the Committee on War Claims n 175 
Talbert, William, petition of, for compensation for the use of 
his marine ibn 510 
Tanner, Augustus B., petition of, for compensation for services.. 199 
Tapps, Robertson, petition of, for payment of a war claim. 133 
Tarbox, John K., and others, petition of, for an ingrease of the 
salaries of letter- carriers 133 
Targaranna, Peter, bill (H. R. No. 1387) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Loungg·᷑ k 356 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 356 
Targarona, Peter, papers in the case of, asking relief 336 
reference chan to the Committee of Claims 721 
Tavenner, Eli, petition of, for payment of a war claim . 327 
Tax on deposits, bill (H. R. No. 33) for the relief of national, in 
savings institutions. 
introduced by Mr. Phelps ...... 2.2202 ««é?tꝛ 170 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 170 
Tax on distilled spirits, bill (H. R. No. 381) to reduce the. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle 1 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 182 
Tax on spirits and tobacco, bill (H. R. No, 221) to reduce the. 
introduced by Mr. Robbin ...... esnin ridiani 2000 176 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 176 
Tax on spirituous liquors, bill (H. R. No. 210) to repeal the, dis- 
tilled from fruits. 
introduced by Mr. Yeates 176 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Meaus 176 


Tax on tobacco, bill (H. R. No. 406) repealing, in the hands of 
the prodacer. 


introduced by Mr. Dibrell . „%6„% 183 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 183 
Taxes, bill (H. R. No. 102) equalizing. 
introduced by Mr. Cutler senitar besa dss 172 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 2 
Taxes on State and national banks, &c., bill (H. R. No. 61) to 
provide for the repeal of all. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork... eee 171 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means * 71 
Taylor, B. B., bill (H. R. No. 873) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. House.... eee 210 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 3 210 
Taylor, John L., bill (H. R. No. 1473) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Kidder 22 asese arok cecene nececne 359 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 359 
Taylor, Peter W., bill (H. R, No, 1402) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Illinois ....-..........-..-.-- 357 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 357 
Taylor, Sarah J., petition of, for a pension 206 
Taylor, Virginia, executrix, petition of, for payment of a war 
J7J)CFCCCCCCCCCCCCCTTTTTTTT0TCTCTCTGCT(C( 97 
Tea en, Elizabeth, petition of, for a pension 206 
bill (H. R. No. $30) granting a pension to, 
introduced by Mr. Shallenberger .........-.....-....----- 209 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ............ 209 
Tebault, Dr. A. G., petition of, for compensation for medical serv- 05 
72%%%„%DCcœ 2 
Téche district, Louisiana, bill (H. R. No. 287) to change the 
name of the port of entry of the. 
introdnped. by, Mr. ef 8 1279 
referred to the Committee on Commerce —— 17 
reported back, considered, and passed by the House 810, 811 
Tennant, David B., petition of, for payment of awarclaim.... 97 
Tennessee, the State of 
Representatives from, attended: James Henry Randolph, 
Jacob M. Thornburgh, 1 Gibbs Dibrell, Hay- 
wood Yancey Riddle, John Morgan Bright, John F. 
House, Washington Curran Whitthorne, John D. C. 
Atkins, William P. Caldwell, Casey Young. 
legislation concerning— 

ill (H. R. No. 360) for the relief of the State of Tennessee. 
introduced by Mr. Whitthornee 181 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 181 

bill (H. R. No. 379) appropriating $125,000 for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Cumberland River 
from Nashville, Tennessee, to the Cincinnati and Chat- 
sangogs Railroad. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle . 3 182 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 182 
bill (H. R. No. 380) appropriating $25,000 for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Caney Fork and Obey’s 
Rivers, tributaries of the Cumberland River. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle. 182 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 182 
bill (H. R. No. 390) making appropriations to improve the 
pavigation of tributary streams of the Tennessee 
iver. 
introduced by Mr. Thornburgh ........----------------- 182 
referred to the Committee on Commerce -.....-....----- 182 
bill (H. R. No. 397) to improve the navigation of the Ten- 
nessee River. 
introdnoed by Mr. Atkins „ nec scoceeccee 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 183 
bill (H. R. No. 400) to make an appropriation for continu- 
ing the improvement of the Cumberland River. 
f ETE e 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 183 
bill (H. R. No. 403) to continne the work on the Tennessee 
River at Muscle Shoals, 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell....-.. FEE -- 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 183 
bill (H. R. No. 404) to continue the improvement on the 
Hiwassee River. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell 2 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 183 
bill (H. R. No. 411) to establish a district and cireuit court 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell........-...- 8 183 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 8 183 


bill (H. R. No. 1033) for the relief of St. Cecelia’s Academy, 
at Nashville, Tennessee. 
introduced by Mr. House.........-.-...---.- A 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
bill (H. R. No. 1036) for the relief of Shelby Medical Col- 
lege, of Nashville, Tennessee, 
introduced by Mr. House — 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Tennessee, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 1038) to cede to the city of Memphis, in the 
soe of Tennessee, a certain lot of land situated in 
said city. 


introduced by Mr. Vounng gg 239 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
GrOUNGN SE enacts d T A eae 
bill (H. R. No. 1048) to provide for holding terms of the dis- 
trict and circuit courts of the United States at Jack- 
son, Tennessee. 
introduced by Mr. Atkins 239 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 239 
bill (H. R. No. 1696) making an appropriation to protect 
the wharf and landing at the city of Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, from further and permanent injury by the 
action of the Mississippi River. 
introduced by Mr. Lou bg 724 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 724 
bill (H. R. No, 1697) to provide for the building of a marine 
hospital at Memphis, Tennessee. 
2- introduced by Mr. Young <.-...... 2.2. 2-2. sanan 724 
referred to the Committee on Commerc 724 
memorials and petitions from citizens of— 
pott ö——— 8 134, 263, 728 
La Geange, cores of, trustees of, papers relating to war 
CCT 
Tennessee River, bill (H. R. No. 390) making appropriations to 
improve the navigation of tributary streams of the. 
introduced by Mr. Thorn burg. 182 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 182 
bill (H. R. No. 397) to improve the navigation of the. 
introduced by Mr. Atkins 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 183 
Tennessée River, at Muscle Shoals, bill (H. R. No. 403) to con- 
tinue the work on the. 
introduced: by d Ue cl ce coe hanah 183 
referred to the Committee on Commerce .-.......-..--------- 183 
Tenure-of-civil-oflice-act, bill (H. R. No. 21) for the repeal of 
the. 
introduced by Mro Butler <2 22 25.20. ches else cele ete 169 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar . 1069 
Territories, bill (H. R. No. 1630) to amend section 1922 of Re- 
vised Statutes, reldting to the. 
introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona. - 609 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary................. 609 
Territories, the Committee on the— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 196, 197, 251, 252, 608 
petitions referrsdt e coca che 200, 206 
Test oath, bill (H. R. No. 180) to repeal the. 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Virginia .........-......--- 1275 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 75 
bill (H. R. No. 260) to repeal the law requiring a. 
introduced by Mr. Herbert 22-2. cceene cess eaea 178 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ............-. 173 
Teupnall, George, papers relating to war claim of... 234 
Texas, the State 5 a 
Representatives from, attended: John H. Reagan, David B. 
Culberson, James W. Throckmorton, Roger Q. Mills, 
De Witt C. Giddings, Gustave Schleicher. 51 
legislation concerning— 

ill (H. R. No, 280) to make the ports of Brownsville, Gal- 
veston, and Houston, Texas, ports to which unap- 
praised merchandise may be transported, 

introduced by Mr. Gibsoen . 178 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 178 
bill (H. R. No. 654) making appropriations to pay the State 
of Texas for money expended by said State in the 
defense of its frontier, and for other purposes. 
, e. esiosan 192 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 192 
bill (H. R. No. 656) authorizing the construction of a post- 
office in the city of Houston, Texas, 
introduced by Mr. Mills oe cnc e ee cee ao ne 192 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 192 
bill (H. R. No. 659) making an appropriation to continue 
the work on the ship-channel in Galveston Bay, 
Texas. 
introduced by Mr. Mills 44%%ñ 192 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 192 
bill (H. R. No. 666) to provide for the fortification of Gal- 
veston Harbor, Texas. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings 192 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 192 
bill (H. R. No. 675) to appropriate money for the improye- 
ment of the navigation of the harbor and bar of 
Sabine Pass, Texas. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan 193 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 193 


VI——67 


Texas, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 677) to provide a suitable building for the 
United States courts, post-office, and internal- revenue 
officers, in the city of Tyler, State of Texas. 


introduced by Mr. Rengan 4 - 193 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 193 
bill (H. R. No. 678) appropriating money for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Sabine and Trinity 
Rivers, in the State of Texas. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan - ...-...2.-.cceeseeeescotese 193 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ..........-..... 193 
bill (H. R. No. 679) for the relief of two Senators and four 
Representatives elected to Congress from the State 
of Texas in 1866. 
introduced by Mr. Reaguin ng 193 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 193 
bill (H. R. No. 680) for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Neches River, in the State of Texas. 
introduced by Mr. ReagunaRn“ RRR 193 
referred to the Committee on Commer ess 193 
bill (H. R. No. 681) to establish the collection district of 
Sabine Pass, Texas. 
introduced by Mr. Reagans 193 
referred to the Committee on Commerce .........-...-.. 193 
bill (H. R. No. 1121) making appropriations for continuing 
the improvement of Galveston Harbor and Galveston 
Bay in the State of Texas. . 
introduced by Mr. Giddings... ...-.-......2...2-2+-2--2- 249 
referred to the Committee on Commetce..-..-.. ....--+--. 249 
bill (H. R. No. 1124) to provide for a building for United 
States custom-house and internal-revenue offices at 
Galveston, Texas, 
introduced by Mr. Giddings.........2....2- 249 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
r ⁰y senmicses 249 


bill (H. R. No. 1582) to create the northern judicial district 
of the State of Texas, and to change the eastern and 
western judicial districts of said State, and to fix the 
time and places of holding courts in said districts. 
introduced by Mir. Anl.. nsiodeneseis 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.. > 
bill (H. R. No. 1719) for the improvement of navigation be- 
tween the cities of Jefferson, in Texas, and Shreve- 
port, in Louisiana. 
introduced by Mr. Culberson 
referred to the Committee on Commerce « 725 
bill (H. R. No. 1720) in aid of the Galveston Military Insti- 
tute. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings +... .-22---++- see 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
bill (H. R. No. 1724) to reduce the cost of the defense of the 
southwesterly boundary of the United States by the 
construction of a railroad and telegraph. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Cauals 
joint resolution (H. R. No.16) authorizing and directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the State of 
Texas $1,629,615.69, on account of moneys paid out 
by said State for frontier defense. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas . 
referred to the Committee on Military Affair s 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 18) authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay over to the State of Texas the 
balance remaining of the fynd appropriated by the 
acts of September 9, 1850, and February 20, 1855, for 
1 payment of the creditors of the late Republic of 
exas. 
introduced by Mr. Reagan -....-.-...------..-+----- wae 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
memorials and petitions from citizens of 
for certain post- routes. 
to make San Antonio a port of entry.. - . 
Texas Pacific Railroad Company, bill (H. R. No. 1358) to repeal 


‚L— ˙! ęꝶ—d’4ꝶPV4Zñ. ween sses ewes 


725 
725 


193 
193 


00 twenty-second section of an act to incorporate 
the. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson Se eae ERA 355 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 355 
Thew, James H., bill (H. R. No. 735) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Dunnell e 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
Theysohn, Henry, petition of, for a change in the date of his 
iel 149 
Thimons, Charles, bill (H. R. No. 1161) for the relief of. 
introduced dr Sten oss a ek tonuan nab 251 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 251 
Thomas, Ezra M., bill (H. R. No. 157) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh...... ......-........2---- 5 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims —— 174 


168 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Thomas, George, bill (H. R. No. 160) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh..--.-...---.--------- eae e 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 174 
Thomas, James A., bill (H. R. No. 1367) for the relief of. 
introduced by Bie Bon beige soe ods ie es ade 356 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 356 
Thomas, John, petition of, for a pension 443 
Thomas, Josephine D., bill’ (H. R. No. 1553) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Humphrey SEA A222 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Thomas, aoe 3 of, to be refunded the value of postage- 


. Toe eee eee Pe 548 
Thomas, R. M. ., Will (H. R. No. 1183) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta 3251 
referred to the Committee of Claims 251 
Thompson, Francis B., petition of, for compensation for services 
n y ssc A04 
Thompson, James P., bill (H. R. No. 507) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. EEEN 2 203 sds — IED 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 183 
Thompson, James W., bill (H. R. No. 530) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Hemden iole aata oe an dasad 187 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 
8 soba papers relating to the petition of, for a pen- 
Thompson, 2 A., and others, petition of, relating to the cur- 
rr / C ———— ᷑ — 262 
Thompson, Jolin G., clected Sergeant-at-Arms of the House. 54 
THOMPSON, JOHN II., a Representative from Pennsylvania 
e eee LAT LET HANS Be 51 
inted on committees. „ „„öö.⁵7 198 
bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 125, for the relief of Cap- 
tuin Charles S. Reisinger 173 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ............. 173 


petition presented by, from Charles 8. Reisinger, for com- 
pensation as messengernrnrnrnrnrrr‚.. 
incidental remarks byãß·ꝶcũ .. 
remarks by, on the— 
Louisiana contested-election case—sixth district 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional exposition .. 
point of order J20.s..s..0--00 
Thompson, Rutha C., petition of, for a pe 
Thompson, Brigadier-General William, ill (H. R. No. 934) for 
the relief of the heirs of. 


·‚—ͤ n —— 


introduced by Mr. Macke yyy 235 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 235 
Thompson, William H., bill (H. R. No. 960) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. r E E EAEE 
referred to the Committee of Claim 236 
papers relating to the petition of, for relief 340 
Thorn, Philip, bill (H. R. No. 814) to place on the pension-rolls 
the name of. 
introduced by Mr. Morrison ---- --22eeee cence eee 208 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 208 
THORNBURGH, JACOB M., a Representative from Tennessee— 
ee ͤ w cio ace saupmcisue 51 
pile inted on committees 197 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 389, to equalize the bounties of soldiers who served 
in the late war for the Union 182 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 182 
H. R. No. 390, making appropriations to improve the navi- 
gation of tributary streams of the Tennessee River.. 182 
referred to the Committge on Commerce 182 
H. R. No. 391, for the relief of Hardin Scaggs. gs 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
H. R. No. 392, for the relief of Mrs. Mary D. Williams, widow 
of W. W. Williams, late a private in Company B, See- 
ond Tennessee Infantry -- 182 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .......... 182 
H. R. No. 393, for the relief of Luther M. Blackman........ 182 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 182 
H. R. No. 394, granting a pension to the heirs of Horace A. 
Chambers Fc 182 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 183 
H. R. No. 395, for the relief of William A. Rucker, late sec- 
ond lieutenant Company B, Third Regiment North 
Carolina Volunteers. ceee 183 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 183 
H. R. No. 396, for the relief of George W. Dice 183 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 183 
H. R. ä to place George W. Browning on the pension- 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
H. R. No. 1046, to grant a pension to George W. Ellison.... 239 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
H. R. No. 1688, to restore the name of Hamilton Ryne to the 
pension-roll EEE Lapw anne ˙ AA 724 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 724 


THORNBURGH, JACOB M.—Continued, 


Wells, 3 W., for a pension 622 
Williams, E. M., for a pension eneseee-- nenne 622 
Williams, Kitsey, ( ( O seuss 622 
Henry, John, trustee, and others, for payment of war claims. 622 
Spradlin, Cynthia, for bounty due her husband 622 
Brown, Mrs, Altimirah, for bounty due her husband 622 
Brown, Mrs, Rehma, for bonnty due her husband 622 
Turner, John, sr., for compensation for services as guide... 622 
Carter, Thomas P., for compensation for services rendered 
r rab NAE A T T 622 
Hall, Crawford M., to be allowed certain fees of office. .... 622 
French, Wright, for commutation of rations while prisoner. 622 
Burnett, William, for pay as chaplain...... ....-.......-.- G22 
Strank, George W., for YOMGE: S2cas ENE ENT 7238 
Thorne, William , bill (H. R. No. 1744) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Black Witt coc 148 798 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Department 
of Justice....... 29 
Thrasher, Robert K., bill (H. R. No. 158) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. FFV 174 
referred to the Committee on War Glaims . 174 
THROCKMORTON, JAMES W., a Representative from Texas— 
r y r ue Wsutes as acts OL 
appointed on committees ........2. ce eee. ence e wenn es neee 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 686, for the relief of Joseph Clymer, of Texas... 193 
referred to the Committee of Claims 193 
H. R. No. 687, granting pensions to certain soldiers and 
sailors of the Mexican, Florida, and the Black Hawk 
wars, and to certain widows of deceased soldiers and 
sailors Of the GAMO <<... 5. ).- reponi siisi scene 193 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 193 
H. R. No. 688, for the relief of Daniel M. Page 193 
referred to ‘the Committee on Military Affairs 193 
H. R. No. 689, for the relief of Henry Warren 193 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 193 
H. R. No. 690, for the relief of John N. Reet 193 
referred to the Committee of Claim 194 
H. R. No. 855, for the relief of J. M. Waide 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No. 856, for the relief of Susanna Marble and others, 
heirs of bei 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Aalts 210 
H. R. No. 857, for the relief of Thomas J. Rhodes 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affair 210 
H. R. No. 858, for the relief of John Jackson 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No. 859, for the relief of Henry C. Smith .......---. 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs ............ 210 
H. R. No. 860, for the relief of Jerome McAllister.......... 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs ........-... 210 
H. R. No. 861, for the relief of W. A. Westover......- 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.. 210 
H. R. No. 862, for the relief of Z. W. Rains 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No. 863, for the relief of A. V. Neeley -.-.-...--...-. 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No. 864, for the relief of John Larnes............... 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No. 1439, for the relief of Louisa Albertson.......... 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 358 
resolution offered by, that the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of mus- 
tering into the service of the United States two regi- 
ments of Texas Mounted Rangers, to be used for the 
rotection of the Mexican and Indian borders of the 
tate of Texas. The rules were not suspended, and 
the resolution not adopted ..........--...-.-...---. 815 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


THROCKMORTON, JAMES W.—Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 


TEL AE TOR PORTILLO Us oar aeS ( ( TOA nasar e 205 
Reed, John M., relating to claim o... 244 
Clymer, Joseph, relating to claim oft - 233 
Lee, Abel, heirs of, and others, for damages sustained by 
Indian deprsdstions <. <<< b d e 327 
Warren, Henry, for pay for Indian depredations 361 
McAllister, Jerome, and others, for pay for Indian depreda- 
BOUNCE cnn atalscoe inna caneevebends tenner O NNS 386 
Page, Daniel M., relating to the claim of, for articles stolen. 569 
Overton, Governor B. F., and others, that the Chickasaw 
Nation be paid the amount due them by the United 
e AARET ASAA AENA A ANAS sata 634 
Baskerville, Charles, and Henry B. Whitfield, for payment 
enn ETE T ANTT 634 
Baker, J. H., and others, for pay for Indian depredations.. 799 
Incidental'remarka-Dy: zas 2-5 /<0<s:<c0sncesns'ccsaas smania oky 815 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations 
for tbe support of the Army for the fiscal year end- 
ing SUNG DU; IS-a oes caeccceouwictngeawenans 297, 298, 326 
Thurston, Malinda, petition of, for compensation for property 
dest royed by the Mormons 3 
Thurston, Malinda, and Nancy Littleton, bill (H. R. No. 1459) 
for relief of. 
introduced DY) MIT. AIG. cc , paws duce cee sssvewe 359 
referred to the Committee of Claims 359 
Tibbetts, L. W., papers relating to petition of, for payment of ` 
mne sbSeden AEPS AGESAS AEA 243 


Tilman, Jonathan R., petition of, for a pension 
bill (II. R. No. 439) granting a pension to. 


introduced by Mr. Fuller sees sesceserscesentsepehuce 184 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 184 
Timber lands, bill (H. R. No. 1154) to regulate the survey and 
sale of. 
introduced by Mr. Pacheco 20.6 202 as coos cass coos 250 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 250 
bill (H. R. No. 1525) for the sale of certain. 
introduced by Mr. Herbert... é 520 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 520 
Timber lands in Territories; bill (H. R. No. 797) for the sale 
of, 
introduced by Mr. Maginnis.. -.....-. „[G 197 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands................. 197 
Timber on western prairies, bill (H. R. No. 1755) to amend acts 
to encourage the growth of. 
introduced by Mr. Steward „„ũ̃%ti2ã2̃ 811 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 811 
Tinsley, A. M., bill (H. R. No. 1044) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle 4„„„„% 239 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
Tirrox, Tuouas F., a Representative from Ilinois— 
N / T siusc asm ety s 51 
appointed on committees: <2 5052.5 qapma iaga nnana raaa 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 548, to establish and maintain a national savings 
depository as a branch of the Post-Office Depart- 
e / asrere 188 
referred to Committeeon the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 188 
H. R. No. 549, to repeal an act entitled “An act to establish 
a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States,” approved March 2, 1807, and all acts 
supplementary or amendatory thereto ...........-.. 188 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciaryy 188 
H. R. No. 1071, to amend the third section of the act in 
relation to courts and judicial ofticers of the Territory 
of Utah, approved June 23, 1874. 240 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... <-.5- 2... 240 
H. R. No. 1399, to amend the first section of the act to 
determine the jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the 
United States and to regulate the removal of causes 
from State courts, approved March 3, 1875 357 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............. 357 
H. R. No, 1400, to define the liens of judgments in the courts 
OL ths United States ß 357 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 357 
H. R. No. 1494, to amend the third section of the act to 
determine the jurisdiction of circuit courts of the 
United States and to regulate the removal of causes 
from State courts, approved March 3, 1875, and to re- 
enact section 649 of the Revised Statutes........... 400 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 400 
H. R. No. 1756, granting a pension to Christopher Schmidt.. 811 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 811 
petitious presented by, from 
Bloomington, Illinois, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
rr Gass aasnisane N E 200 
Bloomington, Illinois, Letter-carriers Association of, against 
discrimination in salaries .....-...-..---.------...---- 263 


h 
bill H. R. No. 324, introduced by Mr. McKenzie ......-.. ..-. 120 
H. R. No. 346, introduced by Mr. Durham.......-.-..... 181 
H. R. No. 355, introduced by Mr. Whitthorne ........... 181 
II. R. No, 382, introduced by Mr. Riddle 182 
II. R. No. 572, introduced by Mr. Bland ..........-..--.- 189 
H. R. No. 574, introduced by Mr. Hatcher ........-...... 189 
II. R. No. 575, introduced by Mr. Hatcher 189 
H. R. No. 595, introduced by Mr. Morgan. 190 
II. R. No. 946, introduced by Mr, Cabell.........-..---- . 26 
Tod, Captain John G., bill (H. R. No. 1127) for the relief of tho 
legal representatives of. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings VEIN TT 249 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 249 
Todd, Samuel P., petition of, for compensation for losses while 
O purserin the eee wen bes pencsec 149 
Toledo, Ohio, citizens of, petition of, for an increase of the sala- 
ries of letter -Ccarrierazz „ . BOD 
Tolson, Henry, bill (H. R. No. 175) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Heikle „%%%“ 40 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
Tolson, Mary H., bill (H. R. No. 174) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Henkle 44%. 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
Tombigbee River, Mississippi, bill (II. R. No. 1556) for the im- 
provement of, k 
introduced by Mr. Muldro-ww icsse 2. 0.c-ce-s enenes onpi on -- 606 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 606 
Tomlinson, W. E., petition of, for payment of a war claim 634 
Tones Bayou, Louisiana, bill (H. R. No. 1530) to reimburse cer- 
tain citizens for improvements on the. 
introduced by Mr. Gibson „„4„% 582 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations....--........ 582 
Tonnage tax, bill (H. R. No. 1118) to amend the Revised Statutes 
in reference to repayment of, in certain cases. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher 2.22. 5222+. +222 een ee 249 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 249 
Toop, Mrs. Elizabeth, papers relating to the war claim of 263 
Topeka, Kansas, bill (H. R. No. 816) to provide for a publio 
building at. 
introduced by Mr. Ryan nc cnc orca PARo ce Wawa) AO 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.... £08 
Torre, Thomas, bill (H. R. No. 1460) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Dunne . „4% 359 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 359 
Totten, Elizabeth, bill (H. R. No. 1564) granting a pension to. 
introduced: by Mr, Op -? 606 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 606 
Totten, Julia H., bill (H. R. No. 1552) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Crittenden s=.. 02-2222 eeeees eneses 606 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 606 
Towle, Albert, bill (H. R. No. 832) for the relief of. 
introduced: by Mri Welohs. i270 ss. cas daaqeds hank coos en SAADES 209 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.... 209 
Touns, George M. D., bill (H. R. No. 1085) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr: Crittenden... 2... % 240 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 240 
TOWNSEND, AMOS, a Representative from Oliio— 
WENO n or ce enact teas pune A r e shie peste orcs Rae 
appointed on committees 198 
bill introduced by, viz: II. R. No. 1004, granting a pension to 
r cen ceeancrancaceont 238 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. . 238 
petitions presented by, from— 
Morris, William H., and others, for dn increase of the salaries 
OL AGU ORITICNN d EPIR kari pE a. AOA 
Smith, H. G., and others, for an increase of the salaries of 
e ns asaan cons ateanecaecneeatnoeseaecen 134 
Ohio, citizens of, for an increase of the salaries of the letter- 
Gurriera tn Cleveland. 252.5 kaponakan ATED AS SEA OAD S 228 
McKay, Rosetta L., for a pension . 244 
Carrington, Julius M., for services as an offlcer n... —— 361 
TOWNSEND, MARTIN I., a Representative from New Tork 
ej cena cess EAEE R sence 2 dey yar 51 
appointed on committees... 2... „4% 198, 227 
leave of absence granted to s-seen ee eeenee 133, 559 


discussed ‘and withdrawn <<. „„ 2399 
substitute offered by Mr. Butler, and accepted ............ 399 
petitions presented by, from— 
Troy, New York, letter-carriers of, and others, for an in- 
CGUORBD OF BAIATION ch cevecccsusceuneweccasccasantiee 200 


170 
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Page. 
TOWNSEND, MARTIN I.— Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 


Mann, William A., for reimbursement of certain money 5 
tolen „„ „„ „ 

Willard, Susan E., for payment of a war claim 340 
Eisenlord, Jerome A., administrator, for compensation for 

BET VICES AS BUTPOON ss Lace cece sence cass tecece neee 520 

incidental remarks by 5 55, 63, 281, 405, 518 

remarks by, on the 

bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 

of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878.. 288. 


322, 324, 325, 332, 336 
resolution, concerning the imprisonment of the Hon. Robert 
Smalls, a member of the House, from the State of 
Bouth Caroling .seecs cancce LAE ALEE 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments. +. . 408, 409 
ent . 472, 473 
TOWNSHEND, RICHARD W., a Representative from Illinois— 
c ccc T CATITA IT 
appointed on committees S 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 505, to repeal certain sections of the Revised Stat- 
ntes, and to amend certain sections of the Statutes at 
Large, relating to the removal of causes from State 
ROOF so aa ea I cms ents casansesscd=neeas 
referred to the Committee on tho Judiciary........--..- 
H. R. No. 506, granting a pension to John B. Tucker 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 507, granting a pension to Nancy J. Dutton..... 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 508, for the relief of Samuel M. Nalley......---. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 909, authorizing the coinage of the standard 
silver dollar, and restoring its legal-tender character. 
referred to Committee on Coin Weights, and Measures. 
H. R. No. 1061, to amend section 3244 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, relating to the sale of leaf-tobacco by farmers 
Wüphntee.e. 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1543, granting a pension to Ratcliffe M. Harrelson. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1544, granting a pension to William P. Armes 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
resolution offered by, that the Committee on Banking and 
~ Currency be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of withdrawing the national-bank circulation and 
winding up the national banks, and in lieu of said 
circulation providing the country with greenbacks 
or other currency of similar character; and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Curreney 
petitions presented by, from— 
Thompson, Francis B., for compensation for services as 
8 % ĩ A E ASFA TL AT T T EON 
Dutton, Nancy J., for a pension 
Nally, Samuel M., for payment of a war claim 200 
incidental remarks by....-.......-..+-------- 218, 372, 373, 464, 472 
remarks by, on the— 
bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30,1878.. 288, 
309, 312, 321, 322 
(/ VT senensacaces 309 
ill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments...--. 476, 
477, 478, 479, 480, 481 
Tozier, D. Poi a resolution, (H. R. No. 4) to allow, a gold 
: medal. 
introduced by Mr. Hooker 4 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 9) presenting the thanks of Con- 


gress to. 
introduced by Mr. Darrall . „ 179 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Trade with the British Provinces, resolution by Mr. Morse, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to com- 
municate to the House of Representatives, as early as 
possible, full and complete statements of the trade 
and commerce,on land and by sea, of the United 
States with the British Possessions in North America 
in the years 1875 and 1876, with information of the 
amount of duties levied on articles the growth and 
product of said territories on their entry into the 
enn e N pet +n savasgs nee 


399. 


Transportation of freight, bills (H. R. Nos. 1506 and 1511) to 
provide for Cheap: „ 425 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher .. s2-2ce cee acne 424 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canalns 424 


Transportation of freight and passengers, bill (H. R. No. 1478) 
to extend, facilitate, and cheapen, 


introduced: by Mr, Banks „„”• 371 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 372 
Treadwell, James B., petition of, for a pension 799 
bill (H. R. No. 124) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Campbell. 173 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 
bill (H. R. No. 368) granting a pension to. A 
introduced by Mr. Bright 182 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 182 
Trenton, New Jersey, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, 
for an increase of salaries.............-+--.--.-.-. 200 
Trook, John a papera relating to the war claim o. 330 
Trosquos, E., bill (H. R. No. 1726) for tho relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Burdick... . 725 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 725 
Troy, New York, letter-carriers of, and others, petition of, for an 
increase of salaries aineenaan 200 
Truett, William, bill (H. R. No. 387) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle 182 
- referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 182 
Truitt, David, bill (H. R. No. 487) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Eden 186 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
Trupnall, George, bill (H. R. No. 333) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham ꝛ «n 180 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 130 
Tucker, John B., bill (H. R. No. ape | granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois ...............-.. 186 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 


TUCKER, JOHN R., a Representative from Virginia 
eilen.... 8 
appointed on com: ittees 
leave of absence granted to 
biils introduced by, viz: 


H. R. No. 947, for relief of the heirs of William A. Grabam.. 236 
referred to the Committee on Patents 236 
H. R. No. 1203, for the relief of John Kelly, of Alleghany 
County, in the State of Virginia ....-............... 252 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 252 
H. R. No. 1204, making an appropriation for a Government 
building, to be used as a post-office, court-house, and 
bonded warehouse, at Lynchburgh, in the State of 
r anes tewsessseetaress 252 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 253 
I. R. No. 1248, for the relief of Elias D. Brune 327 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 327 
H. R. No. 1628, for the relief of Moses Lacy............... 609 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 609 
H. R. No. 1629, for the relief of certain citizens of Lynch- 
burgh, Virginia, and refunding to them taxes improp- 
erly collected from them on manufactured tobacco.. 609 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.......... 609 
H. R. No. 1654, for the relief of Folkes & Winston and 
others, citizens of Lynchburgh, Virginia 722 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 722 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 38, authorizing the 
payment of Rev. John Poisal, D. D., late Chaplain of 
the House of Representatives, for the time of his 
3 as such, without taking the oath prescribed by 
FPV 3535 ona wath sere h 281 
considered and passed by the House 281 
referred to the Senate Committee on rh deals cay eee ti - 364 
reported back, considered, and passed by the Senate. 387 
examined and signed 413, 415 
approved by the Presidenn e 566 
petitions presented by, from 
Supreme Court, messengers of the, for additional compen- 
„ ET OEA E e OU: 
Hooe, Emilie N., for arrears of pension — LOR 
incidental-remarks by „„ 281, 808 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) eee 
for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
r cr ced place S 310 
Tucker, Toe Ts petition of, for the removal of his political dis- 
JT es iy ee ee 
bill (H. R. No. 1322) to remove the political disabilities of. 
Wann ¶—— T E 354 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............-... 354 
bill (H. R. No. 1518) to remove the political disabilities of. 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary and passed 
by the House avn cscensuseens iswnss 5 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary y 525 
Tulloss, John E., bill (H. R. No. 367) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Whitthorne..-.-.............-.....-..----- 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 182 
Turner, Annie, motion withdrawing the papers of.......--....- 727 


5 HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Turner, George P., bill (H. R. No. 1520) to remove the political 
disabilities of. 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed by 


$H6 HOUNG soso . E cmenensunese 478 

referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary gg 525 

Turner, Mrs. Joanna, petition of, for a pension 243 

Turner, John, 18 petition of, for compensation for services as an 
TURNER, oe OMAS, a e from Kentucky 

attended 44444 eee eee 51 


ap 
bil lls introduced seg viz: 

H. R. No. 329, granting pensions to certain soldiers and 

sailors of the Mexican, Florida, and the Black Hawk 

wars, and to certain widows of deceased soldiers and 


eallore of the sans e secves weveceves 180 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 180 
H. R. No. 1024, for the benelit of Hon. John D. e of 
Bath County, Kentuckỹỹ /f „ 
referred to the Committee of Acconntt 238 
H. R. No. 1025, for the relief of those suffering from the de- 
struction of the salt-works near Manchester, Ken- 
tucky, pursuant to the orders of Major-General Car- 
lod Buell 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
H. R. No. 1026, to provide for a survey of the falls of the 
Cumberland River in Whitley County, Kentucky.. 238 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - 238 
H. R. No. 1027, directing a survey of the Kentucky, Big 
Sandy, and Licking River. 238 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 238 
H. R. No. 1028, for the benefit of Captain Lewis Sowards, of 
Pike County, Kentucky 0 238 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
H. R. No. 1381, to repeal section 3693 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, title“ The Public Debt“ .. 356 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............- 356 
H. R. No. 1382, for the relief of Lewis C. Dils, late private 
Company B, Ninety-ninth Kentucky Volunteers 356 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 356 
H. R. No. 1383, to amend the third subdivision of section 
4693 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
ieee 356 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 356 


petitions presented by, from Kentucky, for post-routes .... 622, ph 
incidental remarks Dyis soues . 
remarks by, on the— 

bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 


rovide for the resumption of specie payments 505 
i k — 800,5 507, 508, 509, 510 
point ot order cess vicuns 595 


Turner, Medical Inspector Thomas J., joint resolution (H. R. 
No, 55) authorizing, to accept diploma from the King 
of the Hawaiian Islands, 


introduced by Mr. Whitthorne ---.---- 723 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affair 724 
Turner, William S., motion withdrawing the papers of ........ 727 
TURNEY, JACOB, & Representative from Pennsylvauia— 
attended e de 51 
appointed on committees ........-..--.-----+.----+------ 197, 198 
leave of absence granted tt ooo * 232 
petitions pres resented by, from— 
Moffit, Alexander, for payment of a war claim .........--. 200 
Robertson, James O., relating to claim 8§8§ĩ 361 
Twenty-cent Zid, ok in silver, bill (H. R. No. 85) to repeal the act 
orizing the coinage of a. 
introduced by Mr. Cox, of New York ..---....---..---+..--- 172 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Curren ey 172 
Twidwell, George W., bill (H. R. No. 388) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. JVC once e ELAn aceon 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ............-.... 182 
Twiford, ee „ bill (H. R. No. 1324) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Jorgensen -22220000 nun r 354 
referred to the Coonnisten on Military Affairs 354 
Tyler, Texas, pii (H. R. No. 677) to provide for a public build- 
ESA or by Mr. Reagan e cemenciewe sevepaenscesenn cae 193 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 193 
U. 
Udell, Nathan, bill (H. R. No. 698) nting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Sampson 3 8 bs LIP E N 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Fensions 194 
Ueber, Ludwig, bill (H. R. No. 454) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
Underhill, Charles, bill (H. R. No. 137) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Hardenbergh .................-...--.--.- 173 
reforred to the Committee on War Claims ..-.-.......- 2 173 


Uniform curreney for the United States, bill (H. R. No. 712) to 
rovide a. 

introduced by Mr. Oliver „ö. 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currence; 

Unionand La Fayette Counties, 8 citizens of, petitions 


of, for the payment of war claims 
Union Pacific Railroad-and branches, resolution by Mr. Ponnd, 
that the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, requested to inform the Honseof Representa- 
tives what legal impediments, if any, exist which pre- 
vent him from executing said laws in accordance 
with the obligations accepted and agreements made 
by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and branches 
with the United States, as stipulated and agreed upon 
in the several acts aforesaid. 
Ai! E O N IAO ITA LATT 
considered and adopted. . . ----++ +--2-+--++---- 
United States actions, bill (H. R. No. 1281) to provide for the 
payment of costs in all. 
introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
United States attorneys, bill (H. R. No. 349) fixing the compen- 
sation, &c., of. 
introduced by Mr. D T 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Department 
Or Justice „„ „„ 
United State courts, legislation concerning the 
bill, H. R. No. 76, introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York... 
120, introduced by Mr. Freeman 
236, introduced by Mr. Felton 
566, introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 
570, introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 
935, introduced by Mr. Mais 
1040, introduced by Mr. 
1400, introduced by Mr. Tipton 
1568, introduced by Mr. Lockwood ............ 
United States marshals and deputies, bill (H. R. No. 351) fixing 
the compensation of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Department 
Of JUBtIOE ooo s eso eve cccs ds vocens E gubteciswee 
United States notes, bill (H. R. No. 1542) to provide for the fund- 
ing and redemption of. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means ............ 
bill (H. R. No. 1640) for funding and redeeming. 


introduced by Mr, Haskell %reð 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
United 9 politen; bill (H. R. No. 460) for the relief of dis- 
charged. 
introduced by Mr. Calkins 93 ses 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
United States Carri Builders’ Association, petition of; relat- 
ing to the international exhibition at Paris 
United States, workingmen of, petition of, relating to the com- 
pensation of Government employés.......--...---- 
United States and Brazil, bill (H. R. No. 1123) for establishing 
ocean-mail steamship service between the. 
introduced by Mr. Giddings ++ -2-4 s2-- 2200 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 
United States and China, bill (H. R. No. 923) relating to the con- 
vention between. 
introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of New Tor. 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
University 8 Missouri, bill (H. R. No. 569) to reimburse 


e. 
introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
Unstamped documents or papers, bill (H. R. No. 114) providing 
for the stamping of. 
introduced by Mr. White, of Pennsylvania tess» 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... ae 
Upper Red River, Arkansas, bill (H. R. No. 1097) making appro- 
Priution for the improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Slemon s.. g = 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Upton, George B., petition of, that additional interest be allowed 
upon the award of Alabama claim 
Upton, George B., and Ann C., bill (H. R. No. 23) for the relief 


. by Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Utah, the Territory of— 
Delegate from, attended: George Q. Cannon 
5 5 7 ation concerning 
ill (H. R. No. 775) for the restoration to market of certain 
lands in the Territory of Utah. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta. 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 


173 


172 


Utah, the Territory of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 

ill (H. R. No. 776) to enable the people of Utah to form a 
constitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of the said State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States. 

introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta. 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
bill (H. R. No. 777) relating to the approval of bills in the 
Territory of Utah. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary......-....-- 
bill (H. R. No, 778) to provide for the payment for certain 
improvements on lands now embraced in the military 
5 of Fort Cameron, in the Territory of 
tah. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta gg 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
bill (H. R. No. 779) granting the right of way to the Utah 
Western Railroad through Rush Lake military reser- 
vation. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Utans 3 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
bill (H. R. No. 1071) to amend the third section of the act 
entitled “An act in relation to courts and judicial of- 
for of the Territory of Utah,” approved June 23, 
74. 
introduced by Mr. Tip ton 
referred to the Committee on the Judicia: 


* 


Valier, Charles, bill (H. R. No. 1210) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Morrison 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 

Vallandingham, John O., bill (H. R. No. 1441) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Stone, of Iowa -00540 -000000250 r00n 
referred to the Committee on Iuvalid Pensions 

Vance, Aleck, bill (H. R. No. 322) for the relief of the heirs of. 
introduced by Mr. Boone „„ 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Vance, ROBERT B., a Representative from North Carolina 
Gl ceases 
appointed on committees......-----.---------------+-+--- 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 226, to repeal section 3480 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States of America 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 
H. R. No. 227, amending the laws granting pensions to the 
soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812 and their 
widows, and for other purposes. 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 228, to authorize and enable the eastern band of 
the Cherokee Indians to institute and prosecute a 

suit in the Court of Claims against the Cherokee 
WAMOM aos bens A EN ANE E NA AEE VEESI LE VIAE A E E ae 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 229, to repeal so much of the internal-revennue law 
as reqnires phys and State banking associations to 

pay a tax of 10 per cent. on the circulating issue of 

any State bank, and to enforce a uniform rate of in- 
terest throughout the United States, and to punish 
national banks for accepting a usurious rate of in- 
torest oo Fae ee Sa ee ake cleo ed Secs alelee 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 4 
H. R. No. 952, for the relief of J. C. Clenden nin 
referred to the Committee of Claims ss 
H. R. 953, for the relief of R. L. McConnanghey..-.-....-. 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 954, for the relief of A. B. & J. J. Welch 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ...-...-.---.- 
H. R. No. 955, for the relicf of Alexander Cooper and others. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 956, to reimburse the trustees of Judson Female 
College, Hendersonville, North Carolina 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
H. R. No. 957, for the relief of James O. Robertson, esq. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 958, to provide for continuing the improvement of 
A the French Broad River, in North Curolina........-. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1211, to place the name of John Brown upon the 
Penn . Ni A 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


176 
176 


177 
177 


177 
177 
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VANCE, ROBERT B.—Continued. 


bills introduced by— S 
H. R. No. 1327, for the relicf of S. D. Plemmons, of North 

CCC rA au E Ar E A E E 354 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means....-...... 354 


H. R. No. 1604, to increase and regulate fast-mail service 
between Washington City, District of Columbia, and 
the following-named cities: Richmond, Virginia; 
Raleigh and Charlotte, North Carolina; Charleston, 
South Carolina; Atlanta, Georgia; Mobile, Alabama; 
Memphis, Tennessee; Little Rock, Arkansas; New 
henna Louisiana; Galveston, Texas, and other points 
sout 

referred to the Committee on Appropriations 

H. R. No. 1605, to provide for the re-establishment of a branch 
mint of the United States at the city of Charlotte, 


NGrth Carolina cs vane gasp mannaa aas penaa 608 
referred to tho Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 
a A eee A eee T 608 
H. R. No. 1606, granting a pension to John D. Street, Third 
North Carolina Mounted Infantry 608 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 603 
H. R. No. 1607, placing the name of F. B. Carland, Third 
North Carolina Mounted Infantry, on the pension- 
TOMS wold pine bed OE peadacencU sipde T A T 608 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 603 
H. R. No. 1608, for the relief of M. L. Brittain and others.. 603 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 608 
H. R. No. 1609, for the relief of I. C. Camp, of North Caro- 
Z ace don’ a P O A I RT IA 603 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 608 
H. R. No. 1610, placing the name of Joseph Ward, Third 
North Carolina Mounted Infantry, on the pension- 
POU ede sob Seta A T ttapane 008 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensiouss 608 
H. R. No. 1611, to pay Robert C. W. Hughey, of North Caro- 
lina, arrears of pensions 609 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 600 
H. R. No. 1612, to amend the statutes in relation to patents, 
and for other purposes. 609 
referred to the Committee on Patent 609 
H. R. No. 1657, to restore Harvey P. Buckner to the pension- 
r ß E TEN de 722 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 722 
H. R. No. 1658, for the relief of William M. Moore, Third 
North Carolina Mounted Infantry ..........---.--... 722 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 722 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish 
this House with information as to whether any legis- 
lation is necessary in order to provide for the preser- 
vation of models or parts of models saved from the 
late fire at the Patent Office. Considered and agreed 
TOs ac dsp e e eee 222 
that the Clerk of the House be, directed to pay S. E. Git- 
tings and W. W. Strongtield each the sum of $43.48 
for services rendered as messengers from the 16th 
to the 31st of October, inclusive, and to Wilmot Leach 
the sum of $23.48 for services as messenger. Referred 
tothe Committee of Accounts. 609 
that the Clerk of this House be, instructed to pay J. M. 
Hines the sum of $90.67 for services as messenger. 
Referred to the Committee of Accounts 810 
petitions presented by, from 
Chapman, Mrs. V.S. M., to be reimbursed for property con- 8 
r sore nba pie~ seen cone ee 3 76 
North Carolina, for post- routes 134, 200, 244, 283, 414, 728 
Roberts, James, and Noab Roberts, to be paid the amount 
due Martin Roberts for revolutionary services.. 134, 166 
Donaldson, William, and others, for payment of warclaims.. 244 
Connaughey, Robert L., for payment as mail contractor... 244 
Bowen, N., and others, in behalf of the trustees of the Jud- 
, ee see. 
Tatham, Mary, for relief Anne 3s 
Waldrup, J. S., and J. C. Clendennin, relating to the claim 
of, as mail contractor %1ũê 386 
Fuller, Albert, for compensation for a patent 443 
Marshal, Moses, for the extension of certain patent 443 
Hughes, C. W., for a pension „n 443 
Camp, J. C., relating to the claim o...... 622 
Morrison, William N., for payment of a war claim 634 
incidental remarks by..---.......----. --.--- 155, 163, 212, 799, 805 
remarks by, on the order of business 523 


Vance, Susan P., petition of, for payment of a war claim....133, 166 


bill (H. R. No. 468) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Bicknell . ũr„õ 185 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Van Cott, Jom * Samuel Martin, bill (H. R. No. 780) for the 
relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
Van Derveer, W. P., assignee and trustee of Charles P. May, 
bill (H. R. No. 1343) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Forney. --... .-----.--.------- 333 
referred to the Committee of Claim. 
Van Name, Jerome, petition of, for a pension 
Vansant, pe es and others, bill (H. No. 724) for the relief 
of. 


introduced by Mr. Luttrell 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
Van Vorues, NELSON H., a Representative from Ohio 

r d TS S nese ssecss 
appointed on committee 

bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 316, to carry into effect the tenth article of the 
treaty with the Pottawatomie Indians of February 


—— : eee e ee wee 


H. R. No. 317, to make certain payments to the Pottawat- 
omie Indians 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 890, allowing a pension to Amos Whitehair and to 
Eliza J. Whitehair, children of Emery D. Whitehair, 

late a private of Company F., Third Regiment of 

West Virginia Volunteer Infantry S 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 891, granting a pension to Catharine Sheets, 
widow of Daniel Sheets, late captain of Company C, 
Seventeenth Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

and to her minor son, Willie Sheets 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 892, granting a pension to Oscar B. Nott, late a 
rivate of Company K, One hundred and sixty-first 
giment Ohio Volunteer Infantry 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions es 
H. R. No. 393, to arrange the members of the class of 1570, 
graduates of the United States Naval Academy, now 
2 in the Navy as masters, on the masters“ 


—ͤ— — 


H. R. No. 894, for the relief of Henry M. Davis, legal repre- 
sentative of the late Milton I. Davis, sergeant of the 
Ninth Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Cavalry........- 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 895, for the relief of Peter M. Ward, late of Com- 
pany E, Fourth West Virginia Volunteers 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 896, for the removal of the charge of desertion 
from private William D. L. Stanley, Company I, 
Ninety-second Ohio Volunteers. 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1012, granting a pension to Elizabeth Hall 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1013, for the relief of Andred B. Battelle and 
George D. E 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 5 

H. R. No. 1365, to incorporate the Rand Gas-light Company 
of the District of Columbia 

referred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 


H. R. Ne. 1627, granting a pension to Jacob M. Groce, late 
a sergeant of Company D, Sixth Regiment Pennsyl- 


vania Heavy Artillery ooo 035 so s50 voce cane uean 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
petitions presented by, from— 

Ward, Peter M., for correction of his Army record 
Stanley, W. D. L., for correction of his Army record 
Sheets, Catharine, for a pension 
Davis, Henry M for ratlel 15. oo 222 
Hall, Elizabeth, TOK A POOR 3.5 bade 5c S ene beeen a EE 


Vaughan, Catharine, petition of, for a pension 
Veazie, Mary Jane, petition of, for the payment of a war 


— zU ee er rr 


introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 
VEEDER, WILLIAM D., a Representative from New York— 

Kr v 


148 


Ventilation of the Hall of the House, resolution by Mr. Butler, that 
a select committee of seven be appointed, with au- 
thority to inquire into the competency of the ma- 
chinery, air-passagesand ducts, engines and engineers, 
for that purpose, and to recommend to this House and 
the officers of the same such changes and remedies for 
deficiencies as to the committee shall seem proper; 
also to inquire into the practicability of so changin 
the location of this Hall as to bring into it air ey 

light, without pumping the one, or straining the 

other through stained glass; to report the expense of 
such alteration and change; also to examine and re- 
port what, if any, changes can be made in the config- 
uration and extent of this Hall tosecure such acoustic 
properties as will enable members to hear the pro- 
ceedings therein so as to be able intelligently to 
transact the public business; and for these purposes 
the committee are empowered to make requisition 
for the services of the supervising architect of the 

Capitol extension, and, if they judge proper, the 

services of the Supervising Architect of the Treasary 

Department, to make surveys, plans, and estimates 

in furtherance of these objects; such committee to 

have power to employ a clerk and to report at any 


time. Considered, and agreed to...-.-..-...--.-... 203 
Verbeke, William K., petition of, for payment of a war claim.. 206 
bill (H. R. No, 899) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Killinger 211 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 211 
Vergennes Basin and Otter Creek, bill (H. R. No. 845) making 
appropriations for the improvement of. 
introduced. by Mr. Jr 209 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 209 
Vermont, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Charles H. Joyce, Dudley 
Chase Denison, George Whitman Hendee -..--..... 50 
legislation concerning 
ili (H. R. No. 845) making an appropriation for the im- 
provement of Vergennes Basin and Otter Creek, in 
the State of Vermont. ! 
introduced by Mr. Joyce ere 209 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 209 
Vessel-Owners and Captains’ Association of Philadelphia, pe- 
tition of, for a continuance of the present navigation 
J A SE R ES E N Esa bie ise 133 
Vessels, changing the names of, debate on . 455, 457 
Vessels 8 port, bill (H. R. No. 988) concerning supplies, 
tc., to. 
introduced by Mr. Leonard.........-...... kent 833 237 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 237 
Vessels a propelled by steam or sail, bill (H. R. No. 1757) re- 
- lating to. 
introduced by Mr. Hubbell. D sean OEK 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 811 
Vessels of war, bill (H. R. No. 1264) for relief of certain con- 
tractors for construction of. 
introduced by Mr Butler She cuases tase 352 
referred to the Committee on War Claims. -........-....-... 352 
Vicksburgh, bill (H. R. No. 1581) to improve the harbor of. 
introduced by Mr. Chalmers. 607 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 607 
Cotton Exchange of, memorial of, for the improvement of the 
Yazoo and Sunflower Rivers... 199 
mayor and aldermen of, resolutiens of — 
for aid to the Texas and Pacific Railroad Company 816 
for the use of a dredge-boat in certain rivers......-....... 816 
for the erection of certain public buildings 816 
Vinnedge, Alexander M., petition of, to be relieved from the 
charge of PC (. 148 
Virginia, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Beverly B. Douglas, John 
Gilbert Carlton Walker, Joseph Jo n, 
George C. Cabell, John Randolph Tucker, John T. 
Harris, Eppa Hunton, Auburn Lorenzo Pridemore.... 51 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 185) to provide for the improvement of the 
harbor of Norfolk and Portsmouth and Elizabeth 
River, in Virginia. 
introduced by Mr. Good.. 175 
referred to the Committee on Commer e 175 
bill (H. R. No. 187) for the improvement of Blackwater 
River, in the State of Virginia. 
introduced by Mr. Goode..........-.-.--- HENE ER P =o AIS 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - 18 


bill (H. R. No. 189) to reimburse the College of William and 
Mary, in Virginia, for property destroyed during the 
ate war. 


174 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Virginia, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 190) to provide for the improvement of Pagan 
Creek, in Virginia. 
introduced r 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 191) to provide for the improvement of Hamp- 
ton River, in Virginia. 
introduced by Mr. Goodꝶꝶꝶꝶ ...... 
referred to the Committee on Commerce - 
bill (H. R. No. 865) to provide for the erection of a public 
building in the town of Danville, Virginia. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell .... 444 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
bill (H. R. No. 868) for the survey of Staunton River from 
Roanoke Station, in the county of Charlotte, to Brook 
Neal, in the county of Campbell, State of Virginia. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 859) for the survey of New River from the 
lead mines in Wythe, to the mouth of Wilson, in 
Grayson County, Virgini 
introduced by Mr. Cabel 
referred to the Committee on Commerce à 
bill (H. R. No. 943) for the relief of the trustees of the 
Protestant Episcopal Seminary and High School in 
Virginia. 
introduced by Mr. Hunton.......... .--...22-.2-e0--eee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
reference changed to Committee on Education and Labor. 
bill (H. R. No. 914) for the survey of Dan River between 
Clarksville, Virginia, and Danbury, in the State of 
North Carolina, and 3 810, 000 therefor. 
introduced by Mr. Cabell 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
bill (H. R. No. 948) for the improvement of Powell’s and 
Clinch Rivers. 
introduced by Mr. Pridemore.......... .....---2..------ 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 6233 
bill (H. R. No. 949) for the improvement of the Louisa Fork 
of Sandy, from Piketon, Kentucky, to the mouth of 


ee — 


Dismal, in Virginia. 
introduced by Mr kniend 236 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 236 
bill (H. R. No. 1117) to grant the right of way through the 
Arlington property, in Virginia, to the Washington, 
Cincinnati and Saint Louis Railroad Company. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher. ......-......--22---0 ceeee 249 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals 249 
bill (H. R. No. 1204) making an appropriation for a Gov- 
ernment building, to be t as a post-office, court- 
house, and bonded warehouse, at Lynchburgh, in the 
State of Virginia. 
introdaced by Mr. Tucker „„„%!16⸗„„ 252 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 253 
Vivion, J. II., 55705 others, petition of, for the repeal of the bank - A 
rupt lar „ 
Vogle, Adelia, bill (H. R. No. 1251) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr, Browne «0 328 
referred to tho Committee on Invalid Pensions N 323 
Votes of the House 53, 68, 88, 161, 


162, 204, 205, 213, 226, 227, 231, 241, 242, 257, 338, 346, 347, 513, 
514, C15, 568, 598, 614, 615, 623, 631, 632, 805, 809, 812, 813; 815 


W. 


Wabash River, bill (H. R. No. 1512) providing for the improve- 
ment of t 

Antrodnded by Mr., Cobb. . <. „„ 

referred to the DMs He on Commerce 


3 
R. No. 225, T en the western judicial district of 

* oth Carolina, and for other purposes 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ............. 
H. R. No. 951, to provide for the settlement of accounts with 
certain railway eSompanies „„ 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 
H. R. No. 1219, to establish a board of admiralty for the 
merchant marine, and to improve said service 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.. ..-.....-.-..- 
H. R. No. 1328, to reduce the number of cadets at the Mili- 
46—ꝗĩõd T 

refe to the Committee on Military Afluirs 
H. R. No. 1329, to provide for the re-establishment of light- 
houses on Cape Fear Riverrr‚ . 
referred to the Committees on Commerce. 


bi 
H. 


WADDELL, ALFRED M.—Continued. , 
bills int introduced by— z 

H. R. No. 1330, for the relief of John Plunkett............ 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1496, for the relief of George H. Giddings........ 
ee from the Committee on the Post-Ofilce and Post- 
H. R. No. 1637, to establish post-routes in the several States 
horain nated ss anc Zon to anaa Saas aas i 
reported from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 

Roads, and recommitted ..........- 
H. R. No. 1655, for the relief of Edwin De Leon, late United 
States consul-general i m Egypt. o o 3 
referred to the Committee on KES riations............ 
H. R. No. 1656, for the relief of Patrick J. Condon, late cap- 
tain Company G, Sixty-third Regiment New York 
Volunteer Infantry, granting back pension too 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

petitions presented by, from— 

Dillon, Richard, for compensation for extra services 
Atkinson, W. F., for payment of a 2 Slam ss ere 
Geddings, G. H. relating to claim of 
Royal, Joseph R., for compensation for services as light- 


incidental 5 by 
remarks by, on the 
peana for increasing the pay of letter- carriers 
ill (H. R. No. 902) making 5 for the support of 
the Army for the fisca 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 20) concerning the pay of certain 
southern mail contractor. 
bill (H. R. No, 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending Jane 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 


424 
721 
721 
722 
722 
722 
722 
221 
223 
244 


year ending June 30, 1378..308, 311 


583, 


589, 590, 591, 592, 614 


Waide, J. M., bill (H. R. No. 855) for the relief of. 


introduced. by Mr. Throckmortonn „„ 210 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs................. 210 
Warr, Jonx T., a Representative from Connecticut— 
Sendekkkk ð 5 
appointed on committees —＋7ůV—»- U!4„＋G*» 43 197, 108 
leave of absence granted to— -20+ ennenen 232, 633 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 35, to equalize the pay of rear admirals on the re- 
CC ETE aS T 170 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 170 
H. R. No. 36, for the relief of Aloysius J. Kane 7 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 170 
H. R. No, 821, for the relief of William Carruthers......... 208 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs .......... 209 
H. R. No, 822, for the relief of the Norwich and New York 
Transportation Company — n ——•—V 209 
referred to the Committee of Claimm -2-2 209 
H. R. No. 1273, to amend the law relating to postage on 
articles of mailable matter of the third class........ 352 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 352 
II. R. No. 1274, to amend the law relating to postage on 
articles of mailable matter of the third class — -202 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 352 
H. R. No, 1275, for the relief of Samuel H. Canfield, post- 
master at Seymour, Connecticut 352 
referred to the Committee of Claims 353 
H. R. No. 1276, for continuing the improvement of Stoning- 
ton Harbor, Connecticnt...- .... 2200. --cccseccnce 353 
referred to the Committee of Commerce 353 
H. R. No. 1277, donating condemned cannon and cannon- 
balls to the Colchester Monument Association, of 
Colchester, Connecticut, for monumental purposes.. 353 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 353 
H. R. No. 1278, donating condemned cannon and cannon- 
balls to the Ledyard Monument Association, of Led- 
yard, Connecticut, for monumental purposes 353 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 353 
H. R. No, 1479, for the relief of A. D, Cook & Co., remission 
of a forfeiture and payment of a claim 372 
referred to the Committee of Claims 372 
petitions presented by, from 
Alm, Charles T., and otbers, for cheap telegraph r .. 134 
Hakes, Dwight o ceca beeoapaeees 148 
Bonnett, William R, and others, for payment of war claim. 203 
Cook, A. D., & Co., for the payment of a claim 386 
Connecticut, for a ‘post-ronte. 227% teak Pate uo ence 
remarks. by, on the Colorado contested-election case 612 
Waldemar, Charles A., bill (H. R. No. 628) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan. 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
pa relating to case oft... SATE 244 
n * S., and J. C. Clendennin, papers relating to the 
Jaims of, as mail- contractor. 386 


HOUSE PROCEEDINGS. 


Page. 
569 


Waldrup, Penelope, 8 of, for payment of a war claim 
Walker, C. H., bill (H. R. No. 1315) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Walsh 


Walker, C. N., papers relating to the petition of, for reliet . 
Walker, Dabney, petition of, for compensation for services as 


——U— en ꝶ::M : ::: :: 


WALKER, GILBERT C., a Representative from Virginia 
Wende!!! an cey aaduuste epee 
appointed on committees... 25. „ 
leave of absence granted too W 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 195, to make United States notes receivable for 
duties on imports, and to amend section 3473 of the 
Revised Statutes b enc eoess tens siecle. 

referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency .-... 

H. R. No. 196, to consolidate the bonded debt of the United 
States, and reduce the interest thereon .... 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 197, to amend section 2997 of Revised Statutes... 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.......... 

H. R. No. 198, to apply the proceeds of sales of public lands 
to the education of the peopl .. 

referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

H. R. No. 199, for the relief of E. T. Pilkinton ............ 

referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 200, for the relief of P. G. Coghlan 

referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 201, to prohibit the use of Federal troops in elee- 
tions, and to amend section 2002, and to repeal sec- 
tions 1980, 5299, and 5628 of the Revised Statutes of 
Wonne i covisscarecevscccctsacani’ced 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...........-. > 

H. R. No. 1321, for the relief of Sally Hardemond......... 

referred to the Committee of Claim 

H. R. No. 1322, to remove the political disabilities of John 
T. Tucker, of the District of Columbia 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 

H. R. No. 1323, to remove the political disabilities of Charles 
B. Oliver, of Virginia 2-20 22-2... se sec ses 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary......... peck 
petitions presented by, from— 

Richmond, Virginia, letter-carriers of, for an increase of 
C AA EE E 

Richmond, Virginia, workingmen of, for the restoration of 


wages 
Coghlan, P. G., for payment of a war claim 
Hardeman, Sallie, for pay for the care of indigent colored 


— MUMBWRWꝶ—“ V6 


Oliven. B., for the removal of his political disabilities.. 
W. B., & Co., for the restoration of certain coin 
Maine, New York, and Virginia, workingmen of, for the 
enforcement of the eight-hour lac 
remarks by, on the— 
Colorado contested-election case 
bill (H. R. No, 902) making 5 for the support of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878 
Walker, William H., bill (H. R No. 1043) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle... 4 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Wall, Asa, bill Ga R. No. 1094) to remove the political disabili- 
ties o 
introduced by Mr. Hunton „% 
considered and passed by the House 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.......... 
Waller, Charles, a page, ee oe coal edad 
Walling, Smith J., bill (H. R. No. 419) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Dibrell 9 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Walsn, WILLIAM, a Representative from Maryland 
at tende 
appointed on committees 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 143, to reimburse the trustees of the Methodist 
Episcopal church at Old Town, Alleghany County, 
Maryland, for the destruction of the same by occupa- 
tion of United States cavalry during the war 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 144, for the relief of Frederick Division, No. 15, 
Sons of Temperance, of the State of Maryland. 1 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 145, for the relief of Mrs. Florence Schley, widow 
and executrix of the estate of Frederick Schley, de- 
ceased, late collector of internal revenue for the fourth 
distriot of Maryland 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 


Page. 
WALSH, WILLIAM— Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No, 146, granting a pension to Eliza Ceville -.....-.. 17 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 174 
H. R. No. 147, granting a pension to Captain Robert C. 
Bremitord ic occa . AE T 17 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 174 
H. R. No. 148, for the relief of the administrators of Samuel 
T. Anderson, of Baltimore. 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 149, granting a pension to Ambrose Wellen 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 150, for the relief of William Melndoe, postmaster 
at Lonaconing, in Alleghany County, Maryland 174 
referred to the Committee of Claims 174 
H. R. No. 151, for relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Heard 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 74 
H. R. No. 152, for the relief of Thomas M. Maccubbin - 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 153, granting a pension to Charles Hewitt wot 174 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .......... 174 


H. R. No. 154, to authorize a change of record to be made in 
the case of George Hobbs, late private Company L, 
First Maryland Cavalry Volunteers. 174 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 174 
H. R. No. 155, for the relief of James W. Anderson, James 
Auderson, Mary E. Anderson, Thomas Anderson, Fran- 
ces Virginia Rozer, (wife of Francis W. Rozer,) Ed- 


ward Anderson, and George Minor Anderson 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 156, for the relief of James F. Peerce, of Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland .........--....-+-...--.- 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 157, for the relief of Ezra M. Thomas, of Frede- 
rick County, Maryland. „ 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 158, for the relief of Robert K. Thrasher 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims............... 174 
H. R. No. 159, for the relief of Michael Culler, of Frederick 
County, Maryland s- siiin <242.e sn ceadnerewennsense 


referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 160, for the relief of George Thomas of H., of 
Frederick County, Maryland .. „ 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ~.. -=e 17 
II. R. No. 161, for the relief of Israel Kessler, of Frederick 
County, Maryland 20.85 oii ð 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 162, for the relief of Henry A. Pumphrey, of Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland. 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 163, for the relief of Samuel T. Magruder.. - 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 74 
H. R. No. 164, for the relief of William T. Lewis, executor 
of John H. Lewis, deceased La 174 
referred to the Committee cn War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 165, for the relief of William Ronzee ... 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 166, for the relief of Howard Griffith, of Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland ———-- 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 167, for the relief of ey E. Stonebraker, of 
Washington County, Maryland..........--...+----. 174 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 168, for the relief of George E. Stonebraker, ad- 
ministrator of Christian Stonebraker, deceused 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims .............. 175 
H. R. No. 169, for the relief of Richard T. West, of Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland — . l 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ............... 175 
H. R. No. 170, for the relief of Jasper M. Jackson, of Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland —- 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 171, for the relief of ore gai A. Hickman, of 
Montgomery County, Maryland ........-.......-.-. 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 172, for the relief of Henrietta Talbert and Susan 
Benson, heirs of Jonathan B. Benson, deceased .. 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 173, for the relief of Reuben Rouzee, (or Rouser,) 
of Montgomery County, Maryland.: .............-... 175 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 175 
H. R. No. 1315, for the relief of C. H. Walker, postmaster at 
Frostburgh, in Alleghany County, Maryland 354 
referred to the Committee of Claims 354 
H. R. No. 1316, for the relief of Robert W. Smoot, of Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland .....-..........-.-+.-...-. 354 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 354 
H. R. No. 1317, for the relief of P. E. Dye, executor of 
Thomas M. Maccubbin, deceased 354 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 354 


176 INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Warsa, WILLIAM— Continued. 

resolution offered by, that the Secretary of War be, and he is 

hereby, requested to ascertain the probable cost of the 

removal of the rocks in the channel of the Potomac 

River between Georgetown, District of Columbia, and 

the new outlet-locks of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 

above said Georgetown, and report the same before the 

close of the present session of Congress. Referred to 
the Committee on Commerce . 372 

joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 44, for the relief of 
= Metropolitan police force of the District of Colum- sei 

c ͤ C ² imm v 
roferred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 354 
penons presented by, from— 

, Alexander, and others, to be refunded certain moneys. 200 


Ne son, M. A. C., for payment of a war claim 200 
Murphy, John, for an increase of pension ......--...---... 200 
Maceubbin, Thomas M., and James W. Anderson, for pay- 
ment of war claim oui doriga scenes vane 327 
Walker; O2 N., Lor relle cece re 327 
MclIndoe, William, Tor Weel. . 327 
Anderson, Samuel T., administrater of, relating to the 
OCIA of. 327 
Hobbs, George, fora change of his Army record 327 
Heard, Nathaniel, heirs of, for ee of revolutionary 
VVV 327 
Roderick, Lewis, for a pension eneee 327 
Wellen, Ambrose, LOR G PENSION 3 sos ⁵ð i 990 
Bramford, Captain Robert C., for a pension 340 
Ceville, Eliza, e TENAS cccnssosbwe awsate 340 
Frederick Division, Sons of Temperance, for payment of a 
WEE - GIA «oss <eos-ca ew Bante s)saneionndea keane eones's 340 
Old Town, Mayai; Episcopal church at, for payment ji 
r y N eee 340 
Anderson, James W., for payment of a war claim 414 
Williamsport, Maryland, citizens of, for payment of war aie 
e A R ATR E ETE T N 


Warner, Robert, for payment as mail carrier 
Spates, George W., for payment of a war claim. ł 
Walton, Jobn, heirs of, papers relating to the war claim of.... 414 
War Claims, the Committee on— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to 163, 169, 170, 172, 173, 
174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 188, 189, 190, 
191, 192, 193, 196, 205, 209, 210, 211, 235, 236, 237, 238, 939, 240, 
248, 249, 252, 253, 256, 281, 352, 353, 354, 356, 357, 358, 359, 371 
373, 424, 582, 606, 608, 609, 610, 721, 722, 724, 725, 726, 798, at 
bills and resolutions: reported RF ( ** 


petitions referred to- r r rr okeu sees 97, 13 


134, 148, 149, 165, 198, 199, 200, 205, 206, 207, 221, 227, 223, 234, 
243) 244, 262, 263, 232, 283, 302, 327, 339, 340, 360, 361, 386, 413, 
414, 442, 443, 510, 520, 548, 569, 621, 622, 634, 727, sas 


War Claims, Executive Document No. 35, relating tse 49 

War expenses, bill (H. R. No. 433) to reimburse States for. 
in need by Mr. Hamilton 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 184 


War of 1512, bill (H. R. No, 940) concerning moneys expended by 
certain States in the. 


introduced by Mr. Hunton seccns voce ccee 236 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 236 
Ward, John M., bill (H. R. No. 1221) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Harris, of Georgia 2- 281 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads —2 oik . 281 
motion withdrawing the o papaa Ebb 243 
Ward, Joseph, bill (ie R. 1610) granting a pension to. 
introduced DY S E a A S, VEET PON PTO OR EES EROF TE 608 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 609 


Ward, Peter M., petition of, for correction of his Army record.. 221 
bill’ (H. R. No. 895) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vorlless . 211 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 211 

WARD, WILLIAM, a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
3 3 8 C 51 
inted on committees o'nwe ces coco se puida coccee ences 198 


bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. se cay to survey the Austin-Topolovampo Pacific 


er to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 
H. R. No. 113, granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone. 173 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 
H. R. No. 897, to provide lawful note and coin currency for 
the United States inis isss cess 211 


referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 211 
H. R. No. 932, authorizing the directors of national banks 
to declare quarterly dividends. 235 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 235 
H. R. No. 1300, to oy pay the secre due to William 
Wheeler Hubbe 


WARD, WILLIAM—Continued. 
bill introduced by— 

H. R. No. 1301, for the relief of Henry E. Wilkinson, late 
first lieutenant of Company I, Ninety-ninth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
remarks by, on the— 

bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 


rovide for the resumption of specie ments ....400, 632 
bill aÈ k 2 8 


R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the Government for the 


year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 594, 
5 


Ward, See bill (H. R. No. 188) for the relief of the heirs j 


PERE r AAA voe ahah 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Warder, John A., and others, petition of, for the appointment of 
a commission on forestry ......----.--.-..2------e- 

Waring, 3 bill (H. R. No. 251) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Al sean heb oeecuastccsss 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

WARNER, LEVI, a Representative from Connecticut— 
Sinn — 
appointed on committee. eres 
leave of absence granted to 

petitions presented by, from— 

McManus, Ann, for a pension. 
0 ae Captain eee for compensation for property 


‚— wee we ewe tween ewww nes tans tate ee teense wees 


Warner, William H., petition of, for a pension 
Warren, Daniel, bill (H. R. No. 689) for the relief of. 
introduced by M THTOCKMOrton:... « <.55 anssancschomsbosous 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Warren, Henry, petition of, for pay for Indian depredations.... 
Warrich, W. S., a page, payment FCC 
Warrior and Tombigbee Rivers, bill (H. R. No. 976) concerning 
the improvement of. 
introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama bates 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Washington Light Infantry, of Charleston, South Carolina, 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) to authorize the issue 
of certain arms to. 
introduced by Mr. Evins, of South Carolina 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 2 
Washington Market Com any, bill (H. R. No, 1534) to amend 
the charter of the. 
introduced by Mr. Hanie, oe 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia... 
bill (H. R. No. 1536) in relation to the affairs of the. 
introduced by Mr. Hendee......-.-..-----.-..- a paceman coca 


referred to the Committee for the District of Colu 255 


Washington Stork-Vard, bill (I. R. No. 1296) to incorporate th 
and to provide care for animals therein. 
introduced by Br: Cutler: -saiia ᷑— 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
Washington, District of Columbia, letter-carriers of, petition of, 
for an increase of salariess 
Washington and Ohio Railroad Company, papers relating to 
Wine AE . . 
Washington, Cincinnati and Saint Louis Railroad Company, bill 
(H. R. No. 898) to aid the. 
introduced by Mr. Schleicher cece Reade 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals... ..... 
bill (H. R. No. 1117) granting right of way through the Arling- 
ton property to the. 


introduced by Mr. Schleicher 2... 2.2.2.2... sse-ees 

referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals . 
Washington, the Territory of 

Delegate from, attended: Orange Jacobs 6 


legislation concerning— 
ay (H. R. No, 783) to transfer the land granted for the 
branch of the Northern Pacific Railroad to the Seat- 
tle and Walla Walla Railroad Company. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 
bill (H. R. No. 784) for the purchase of a site and the eree- 
tion of a fog-signal on Point Wilson, in Washington 
Territory. 
introduced 175 „ TTT 
referred to the Committee on Commerce — 
bill (H. R. No. 1184) explanatory of section 1889 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States, and to ratify and 
3 certain territorial legislation, and for other 


introduced D e E TE A TE 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 


211 
211 


249 
249 
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Washington, the Territory of—Continued. 

legislation concerning— 4 
ill (H. R. No. 1186) to provide for the continuation of the 
improvement of Snake River, in Washington Terri- 


tory. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs... 251 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 252 
bill (H. R. No. 1469) for the relief of settlers upon school 
i lands in Washington Territory. 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs 359 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 359 
bill (H. R. No. 1589) to restore to the public domain certain 
lands withdrawn in favor of the Northern Pacitic 
Railroad in Washington Territory. j 
introduced by Mr. Jacobs 1 608 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 608 
Waters, Samuel, petition of, to be refunded certain expenses... 206 
Watkins, William, petition of, for payment of certain money.. 206 
Watkins, Julia, bill (H. R. No. 1313) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Henkle...... 2... «%? 354 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 354 
Watson, Augustus, and William Coppinger, petition of, for an 
appropriation for the survey of a transcontinental 
D 599 
Watson, Lewis F., a Representative from Pennsylvania 
Attended sada siete eder 51 
appointed on committees........---- T 198 


bill introduced by, viz: H. R. No. 1565, making an appropria- 

tion for the erection of a public building and the pur- 

chase of a site therefor, at Erie, Pennsylvania 

referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
petitions presented by, from— 

Erie, Pennsylvania, letter-carriers of, and others, for an 


increase of salaries. ... 2.2 ..< 2 -ece ones cece chew cco 135 
Erie, Pennsylvania, councils of, and others, for the erection 
of certain public buildinggsss 548 
Watson, McGill & Co., petition of, for payment of awarclaim. 134 
Watson, Susan L., petition of, for a pension 166 
Watson, Mrs. T. C., bill (H. R. No. 726) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Luttrell... 444 areka sense 195 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
Watterson, Hon. Henry, and others, petition of, for an increase 
of the salaries of letter-carriers ..............-..... 148 
Waugh, John, papers relating to war claim of asondtl Lode 244 
Ways and Means, the Committee of— 
bills, letters, and resolutions referred to...-........-- 163, 169, 170, 
171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 


184, 185, 136, 188, 189, 190, 192, 195, 196, 209, 210, 220, 

235, 236, 237, 238, 239, 240, 255, 352, 354, 355, 357, 358, 

359, 372, 373, 386. 424, 582, 607, 608, 600, 721, 722, 725 

petitions referred -t0. 10... 0-~ Ji.) bil ease ete cise a. 2-148) 
199, 228, 234, 244, 327, 300, 443, 510, 520, 622, 634, 727, 816 


Wead, D. D., bill (H. R. No. 16) to reimburse. 
introduced by Mr. Hendees i-si 2... esol. cece ee eee tec ees 169 
referred to the Committee of Claim 169 
Weatherby, Henry C., petition of, for a pension - 200 
bill (H. R. No. 706) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Price „ 194 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. .... 194 
Webb, Eliza, petition of, for a pension 3 622 
Webb, Mrs. Martha, petition of, for arrears of pension... 200 
Webber, J., petition of, for the passage of a bill relating to the 
Gate Of pentinat ssi is Vash ULL Psa ie eee ie ck 727 
Webber, Mrs. Mary C., petition of, for compensation for services 
rendered by her late husband 133 
Webber, William R., and Hennie E. Revell, bill (H. R. No. 1698 
for relief of. g 
introduced by Mr. Loung F 724 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 724 
Webster, Amelia R., bill (H. R. No. 98) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Baker, of New Nor. 172 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
Webster, Ann H., petition of, for payment of a war claim 200 
Webster, Benjamin C., petitiou of, for a pension aadis 234 
Weed, D. D., petition of, for relief 1 234 
Weed, Mary, and others, petition of, for pensions 227 
Weeks, A., petition of, for compensation for torpedo inventions. 244 
Weeks, E. D., and others, petition of, for cheap telegraphy.... 134 


Weights, measures, and coinage, joint resolution (H. R. No. 31) 
for establishing a uniform system of. 
introduced by Mr. Oliver PA aR 
referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures 
Weil, Benjamin, and La Abra Silver Mining Company, joint res- 
olution (H. R. No. 39) concerning the claims of. 


introduced by: Mr. Forney 4 „4„«„öö8 281 

referred to Committee on Foreign Affairs. 231 
Weke, Anne, bill (H. R. No. 1384) granting a pension to. 

introduced by Mr. Carlisle 356 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 0 356 


Welch, A. B., and J. J., bill (H. R. No. 954) for the relief of. 
introduced’ by Mr. Vaneess : 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 

paper relating to war claim off. 

WELCH, FRANK, a Representative from Nebraska 

attended 
appointed on committeeszuüwt .. 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 773, for relief of heirs of Channey M. Lockwood.. 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post- Roads. 
H. R. No. 774, supplemental te an act entitled “An act for 
the apportionment of Representatives to Con 
among the several States according to the ninth cen- 
S/ 0 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 832, for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at 
Beatrice, Nebraska 
referred to Committee on the Post- Office and Post- Roads. 
H. R. No. 833, for the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at 
Beatrice, Nabu 
referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
H. R. No. 834, for the relief of C. H. Frederick k 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1182, to establish the Territory of Lincoln, and to 
provide a temporary government therefor 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 
H. R. No. 1738, for the relief of William J. Parker 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


ee ee ee err rr 32323 


introduced by Mr. Macke 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Weldon, Henry, petition of, for payment of a war claim 
Wellborn, A. C., petition of, for payment of a war claim = 
bill (H. R. No. 1707) for relief of. 
troduced. by Mr: Gaune & set eel ee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Wellen, Ambrose, bill (H. R. No. 149) granting a pension to. 


—ͤ— ũ «4! 


introduced by Mr. Wh! accel Sda eds 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
papers relating to the petition of, for a pension 
Wells, Daniel T., bill (H. R. No. 632) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ............-. 
Wells, George H., and others, petition of, for the amendment of 
the pension laẽwũ «c Ga Eaa 
Wells, George W., petition of, for a pension 
Wells, James H., bill (H. R. No. 600) for the relief of the widow 
of. 
eee <0 nso eos See ca nase ave O aaae 
referred to the Committee of Claims e 
Wells, Nathan G., bill (H. R. No. 1022) for the benefit of. 
introduced by Mr. Durham. 
referred to the Committee of Claim 
reference chan to the Committee on War Claims 
Wentworth, Mark, administrator, petition of, for an additional 
interest on the Geneva awards 
West, Richard T., bill (H. R. No. 169) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Walsh >: << „„ 
referred to the Committee on War Claims ..............---- 
West, Stone & Co., and others, petition of, for the repeal of the 
bankrap law. tet eT ¼ů e!!! 


West Virginia, the State of— 
Representatives from, attended: Benjamin Wilson, Benjamin 
F. Martin, John E. Kenna 
ish r 8. concerning 
ill (H. R. No. 761) to authorize a further appropriation to 
continue the improvement of the Little Kanawha 
River, in West Virginia. 


introduced by Mr. Wilson. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce..........-..--- 
bill (H. R. No. 763) for the relief of the trastees of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, at Clarksburgh, 

West Virginia. 
introduced by Mr. Wilson. A 


referred to ths Committee on War Claims 
bill (H. R. No. 764) for the completion of the custom-house 
at Parkersburgh, West Virginia, and to furnish the 


same. 
introduced by Mr. Wilson r 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
bill (H. R. No. 765) to indemnify the State of West Virginia 
for the destruction of a road, and bridges thereon, 
from Fairmont toGanley Bridge, by the transportation 
over the same of armies and army supplies by the 
authorities of the United States during the late war. 
introduced by Mr. Wilson. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 


178 


Page. 


West Virginia, the State of—Continued. 
legislation concerning— 
ill (H. R. No. 769) to authorize a farther appropriation to 
Kanawha 


continue the improvement of the Great 


River, in West Virginia. 
introduced by Mr. Kenda 196 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 196 
bill (H. R. No. 770, for the relief of the Methodist Episcopal 
5 505 South, at Charleston, Kanawha County, West 
irginia. 
NEA Y ( AAA T T E A A RST 196 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 196 
bill (H. R. No. 771) to authorize a further appropriation to 
continue the public works now in course of construc- 
tion upon the Monongahela River,in the State of 
West Virginia, 
introduced by Mr. Martin 196 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 196 
bill (H. R. No. 1467) for the relief of the Methodist Epis- 
sopa) church at Mile Creek, Berkely County, West 
irginia. 
3 FFC TTTTTCTGT0T0T0TTT0WT0T0TT0TTT nese oper 359 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 359 
bill (H. R. No. 1599) for the relief of the Baptist church at 
sleigh Court House, in Raleigh County, West Vir- 
inia. 
ee e asta cree 603 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 608 
bill (H. R. No. 1737) to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
War to convey, by deed, to the board of education of 
the district of Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, a lot 
of ground, (No. 2 in block B,) with the buildings 
thereon, for the use of the common schools thereof. 
introduced by Mr. Martin 726 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands.-............ 726 
memorials and petitions from citizens of, for post- routes 816 
Western Cherokees, bill (H. R. No. 1089) concerning claim of 
the. 
introdused by ME GONGEr,. 5 Job. <eceise ow seb us prose pipas 240 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 240 
Western New York, citizens of, petition of, relating to the cur- 
ned sccone coos os accoecvscnvese vweccnsanesicces 443 
Weston, Thomas A., bill (H. R. No. 314) to confirm the term of 
the patent of. 
introduced by Mr, Foster .---0+ce0- cnennscsenes coca secs 180 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 180 
Westover, W. A., bill (H. R. No. 861) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Throckmorton 210 


referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 


Whale Rock, bill (H. R. No, 32) for the erection of a light-house 
on. 
introduced by Mr. Eames .. << s-scennecccsatcocsecccccepcese 170 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 170 
Wheaton, Joseph, bill (H. R. No. 1287) for the relief of the ad- 
ministratrix of. 
introduced by Mr. Quinn 353 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 353 
Wheeler, E. A., petition of, for a pension 520 
Wheeler, Francis I., bill (H. R. No. 1579) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Roberts 607 
referred to the Committee of Claim 607 
reference changed to the Committee on War Claims . 726 
Wheeler, Henry, and others, petition of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers. .... 2... 2.22. 133 


Wheeler, Julia J., bill (H. R. No. 1728) for relief of. 


introduced by Mr. Oliver cece iiei 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 7 
Wheeler, William, United States marshal, petition of, for relief. 282 
bill (H. R. No. 800) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Maginnis eie 197 
referred to the Committee of Claims n... ----.--22.1- 197 
Wheelock, Emily C., papers relating to the petition of, for a 
DRO Sane TTT excoae xebp mein 
Wheelock Mary E., bill (H. R. No. 1433) granting pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Stone, of Michigan 358 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 358 
Whitaker, Amelia A., bill (H. R. No. 1562) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 606 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 606 
Wuite, Harry, a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
attended 51 
appointed on committees 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 114, to provide for the stamping of unstamped 
documents or paper” 12 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. 173 
H. R. No. 115, granting a pension to Eliza Bowers, a widow 
of a soldier of the war of 181222229. 173 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions... 173 
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Page. 
Waite, Harry—Continued. 
bill introduced by— 
H. R. No, 1623, relating to the officers of the Army detailed 
for stat Goby jo E e ses 609 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 609 
motion made by, to ad jour 76 


resolution offered by, that the Committee on Public Lands be 
instracted to consider and report what assistance can 
be given by the Government to the laboring popula- 
tion who desire to immigrate to the West, to take up 
a homestead and engage in agricultural pursuits. Re- 


; ferred to the Committee on Public Lauds 372 
petitions presented by, from— 

Smouse, Adam, for a pension...........-.. . 148 

Bowers, Catharine, for a pension 143 


Pennsylvania, citizens of, for Government aid to emigrants 386 


incidental remarks by ..-...-..-...-.----- 76, 88, 458, 513, 606, 628 
remarks by, on the— ; 
Louisiana contested election case—sixth district......... 89,90 
r os no. sous E T TETTE ET STNE 472 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 
rovide for the resumption of specie payments 510 
See Appendix, page 69.] 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the interna- 
tional porn ?7ẽü . 565 
bill (H. R. No, 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 8 
WHITE, MICHAEL D., a Representative from Indiana 
Attends! FFͤ C0 TE 51 
appointed on committees ......-..----- +----+ +--+ +------- 198 
bill introduced by, H. R. No. 466, granting a pension to Mrs. 
Nancy Simons cent nehc tums be - 18 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
petition presented by, from R. E. Bryant, for compensation 
for services as an Army officer........-..........22- 228 
White, Rollin, bill (H. R. No. 1262) for the relief of. 
introduced: by Mr. Butlednd t ss 352 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 352 
White, Thomas, bill (H. R. No. 386) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Riddle 2.2. ceces ence caee 8 182 
reſerred to the Committee on War Claims sas, 108 
Whitehair, Amos, and Eliza J., bill (H. R. No. 890) allowing 
i pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes ~......2. „ 211 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 211 
White 2 bill (H. R. No. 1514) providing for the improvement 
of. 
introduced by Mr. Cobb. ECR 425 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.........- 8 425 
Whitewater, Wisconsin, business men of, petition of, for the 
repeal of the bankrupt lage 634 
Whitley, B., a page, payment off.. ---. .2-. 2+ 2-ee 281 
Whittaker, John, bills (H. R. Nos. 1137 and 1232) to authorize the 
adjustment of the claim . 88 250, 281 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 281 
referred to the Committee on Commerce .... ........-....... 231 
reference changed to the Committee of Claims.............. 372 
WHITTHORNE, WASHINGTON C., a Representative from Tennessee, 
Wenden T 51 
appointed on committee. 193 
leave of absence granted too ——Uꝛ• seenee 97 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 355, to modify the tax upon tobacco 181 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 151 
H. R. No. 356, directing the method of annual estimates 
of expenditures to be submitted from the Navy De- 
r OLIT a 181 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 181 
H. R. No. 357, to amend the third section of the act of Con- 
gress approved March 12, 1863, entitled “An act to 
rovide for the collection of abandoned property and 
or the prevention of frauds in insurrectionary dis- 
tricts within the United States. 181 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. -............ 181 
H. R. No. 358, to provide for pensions to soldiers of the war 
with Mexico and of the Seminole war of 1836, Ke.. 181 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 181 
H. R. No. 359, to extend the provisions of the act of Con- 
gress approved February 14, 1871, granting pensions 
to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812 181 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........-. 1081 
H. R. No. 360, for the relief of the State of Tennessee 181 
referred to the Committee on the Judieiary - 181 
H. R. No. 361, to pay certain persons therein specified for 
horses illegally taken from them by officers of the 
United States --- 181 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 181 
H. R. No. 362, for the relief of William Park, of Tennessee.. 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
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WEITTHORNE, WASHINGTON C.— Continued. . 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 353, for the relief of Henry S. French, of Nash- 
ville, BY EOS BESS ELITES LIS 181 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 364, for the relief of Walter Akin, administrator 
of James Akin, of Maury County, in the State of 


TADNCRNOS. «inns aces TEOS E EEE 181 
- referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
H.R. No. 365, for the relief of Carey Gilbert, of Giles County, 
urn ĩ 3 ' 2 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
H. R. No. 356, for the relief of A. J. Reed, of Giles County, 
„ e dd I seus bales 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims .............. 182 
H. R. No. 367, for the relief of John E. Tulloss, of William- 
son County, Tennessee. 182 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 


resolutions offered by— 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs be, and they are hereby, 
instructed to make a thorough investigation into the 
matters of deficiency, and the diversion of appropria- 
tions from the special objects to which they were ap- 
plied by law, and the expenditure of them for other 
and different objects as mentioned by the Secretary 
of the Navy, in his report to the President of the 
United States, of date October 9, 1877. Reported from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 251-256 
that the Clerk of the House be authorized and directed to 
George Y. Hebb, out of the contingent fund, the 
amount which may be due him for services rendered 
as doorkeeper to the diplomatic gallery from the 5th 
of January, 1877, to the Ist of March, 1877. Referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations..........-..... 263 
joint resolutions introduced by— 
R. No. 28, to authorize treaty with Republic of Mexico 
to secure protection to capital and labor of citizens of 
the United States which may be invested and em- 
ployed in opening railway communication in the 
northern states of said republic....-..........-+.-. 239 
referred to the Committee on Foreign 
H. R. No. 55, to anthorize Medical Inspector Thomas J. 
Turner, United States Navy, to accept a diploma of 
the Order of Kamehameha from the King of the 
Hawaiian Islands . 723 


petitions presented by, from 
Allison, Matthew, heirs of, to be refunded certain money.. 206 
244 


Weeks, A., for- compensation for torpedo inventions 
Tennessee, for certain post- routes 263, 728 
Barclay, John, and others, for pensions. 263 
McC Edward P. „relating to promotions in the Navy... 728 
incidental remarks b y EET TE S 721 


remarks by, on the— 
n 3 the investigation of naval expendi- 


bill GL. . No. 902) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1578. 312 
bill (H. R. No. 1946) for the relief of the snfferers by the 


wreck of the United States steamer Huron 807 
Wicks, 8 —— heirs of, petition of, for revolutionary 
ęꝶꝗ——: x 262 
Wickwire, ‘George W., bill (H. R. No. 1451) granting a pension 
e DO . 359 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 359 
Widney, Robert M., petition of, for a pension 148 
bill (H. R. No. 456) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana 185 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
Wight, Emerson, and others, petition of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers. .......2......-. 22. ..---- 134 
Wike, Levi, petition of, for a pension. 327 
Wilder, 8 S., petition of, for reimbursement of certain 
K T TATO nme 520 
bill (H. RI No. 1178) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Haskell. — 251 
wei Tetanen to the 3 Gl ER 251 
es, Mary, petition Epen L I A 634 
Wilkinson, , Lieutenant Charles, bill (H. R. No. 119) to remove 
against. 
introduced by. Mr. Errott:.... 2. 2 20ss cece ceence cone cece cone 173 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 173 
Wilkinson, Mrs. Harriet W., petition of, for the removal of 
charges against Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson 134 
Wilkinson, Henry = bill (H. R. No. 1301) for the relief of. 
introduced by M 353 
referred to the Gonmmistes on Military Affairs 353 
Willard, Susan E., papers relating to the war claim 0 340 


WILLIAMS, ALPHEUS S., a Representative from Michigan— 
r y ody S E 51 
appointed on committees .....-----.--..+---+-+--+ „ 198 
bills introduced bx, viz: 

H. R. No. 631, for the relief of B. J. D. Irwin, surgeon and 


brevet colonel United States o 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 

H. R. No. 632, for the relief of Daniel T. Wells, late of the 
s First Regiment Michigan Cavalry 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 621, for the relief of Richard Hawley & Sons... 191 
referred to the Committee of Claims 202. 191 


H. R. No. 622, for the reliof of workmen employed in the 
construction of Poverty Island light-honse, Lake 
e oa. E eudntw Sees perk 191 


H. R. No. 623, for the relief of Robert C. Buchanan, colonel 
3 and brevet major- general, United States 


Army 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 624, for the relief of John Stewart, late captain 
of the Fifteenth Regiment Michigan Volunteer In- 


S ˙AAAA sons coders ] “ T S 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 625, for the relief of John Eggeman 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 626, for the relief of John Rent 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 627, to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of Alfred Rouland.............----- 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 628, for the relief of Charles A. Waldemar, late 
captain Fifth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers 191 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 629, to grant a pension to Thomas W. Hewitt.... 191 
referred to ‘the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
H. R. No. 630, for the relief of Joseph Sawyer, of Detroit, 
Michigan, late an acting master in the Navy of the 
United States. / 191 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 191 
H. R. No. 1104, for the relief of John Pulford..........-... 248 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. .......-.. 248 
H. R. No. 1105, for the relief of Baker Canfield, of Saint 
Ronis; Michigan e seats veveseae 248 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 248 
H. R. No. 1106, to provide for the resignation of certain 
officers of the staff corps of the Army 248 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 248 
H. R. No. 1107, for the relief of Horace C. Hatch. 248 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs eee 249 
H. R. No. 1431, making an appropriation for improving the 
navigation of the Detroit River 358 


referred to the Committee on Commerce 
I. R. No. 1432, providing for the recording of deeds, mort- 
gages, and other conveyances affecting real estate in 
the District of Columbia. 358 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 358 
H. R. No. 1633, regulating the appointment of justices of 
the peace, commissioners of deeds, and constables 
within and for the District of Columbia, &c., and for 
OPVER-PUTPOGES ~ onc s ewes sence ba ae teense wuss etee 609 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 609 
H. R. No. 1634, to alter and amend the license laws of the 
triob oF. Colum bik. 5 on aeree eee Ae eaS 609 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 609 
H. R. No. 1635, for the relief of James T. Fisher and Sam- 
ide ee ee eee aah atte 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1636, granting:a pension to Jeptha Rubert 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1714, to-amend certain sections of the Revised 
Statutes relative to manufacturers of cigars and to 
the sale of leaf - tobacco «„ 725 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 725 
H. R. No. 1715, making an appropriation for an extension of 
tg States Government building at Detroit, 
ichi 
referred to e on Public Buildings and Grounds. 725 
H. R. No. 1716, authorizing the commissioners of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to prosecute cases and take appeals 
without giving bond ers 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia.. 725 
H. R. No. 1777, for the relief of Jacob H. Stark 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
petitions presented by, from— 
eastern ee, letter-carriers of, for an increase of sala- 


JJ LIISA Wine AR ERAAI E T A RERE 135 
Custer, Elizabeth B., that she be paid certain money 135 
Corbett, James, heirs of, for a peusion.........-.-.... 2... 135 


180 
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Page. 
WILLIAMS, ALPHEUS S.— Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Detroit, Michigan, citizens of, for an increase of the sala- 
ries of TOLO OATS- ann „„ 166 
King, J. S., for compensation for loss of private property.. 200 
Detroit, Michigan, masters, mates, and others of, for a re- 
duction in the cost of a United States license 200 
Detroit, Michigan, Marine Engineers’ Association of, for a 
reduction in the cost of a United States license 200 
Buchanan, Brevet Major-General Robert C., for compensa- 
tion for the use of his invention 244 
Rowland, Alfred, for the removal of charge of desertion... 244 
Waldemar, Charles A., for relief. 244 
Hawley, Richard, & Sons, for relieꝶ . 244 
Rentz, John, and others, for relief... 244 
Hewitt, Thomas W., for a pension — — 244 
Poverty Island light-house, workingmen on, for the relief 
6!!! ̃ AA EEE DET 8 263 
Pulford, John, for restoration to rank in the Army 263 
Sawyer, Joseph, for payment of a war claim = 263 
Hewitt, Thomas W., for a pensiopHpÿk1nn 263 
District of Columbia, citizens of, relating to Districtaffairs. 398 
Sanger, Henry K., for payment for services rendered 443 
Morrell, Steven T., for pay as second lieutenant . 569 
Elgie, William J., for a pension i... sui einesssnenee 599 
Fisher, James T., and Samuel H. Smithers, to be refunded 
certain money wrongfully collected.....---....----- 622 
Bell, William, for payment of a war claim 634 
Sessions, Solomon D., for payment of a war claim 634 
Inby, Mary P., for payment of a war claim 634 
Stark, Jacob S., for pay as an officer in the Army 816 
WILLIAMS, ANDREW, a Representative from New York— 
attended... ... sss i coe vel ad cowcl ss dues eweess AE ESTA 51 
appointed on committee. „„ 198 
WILLIAMS, CHARLES G., a Representative from Wisconsin 
ended „„ 51 
appointed on committees..-..----.----+--+----+ +--+ 1 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 717, for the relief of Edmund S. Rossiterr 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
H. R. No. 718, to provide that all pensions on acconnt of 
death, wounds received, or disease contracted in the 
service of the United States since March 4, 1861, which 
haye been granted or which shall hereafter be granted 
on applications filed previous to January 1, 1850, shall 
commence from the date of death or discharge, and 
for the payment of the arrears of MOTs CPR TABE E, 194 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 194 
H. R. No. 719, to equalize the bounties of soldiers who 
served in the late war for the Union 194 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 194 
H. R. No. 1135, to authorize the issue of a patent of certain 
lands in the Brothertown reservation, in the State of 
Wisconsin, to the persons selected by the Brothertown 
Inden 0 250 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 250 
H. R. No. 1136, authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to 
adjust the claims of Moses Ladd and John L. Will- 
iams, half-blood Menomonee Indians, and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay amount found due 250 
refe: to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 250 
H. R. No. 1137, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
adjust the claim of John Whittaker against the United 
States of America... <a... sas cece ⁵ Z 250 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.-.-.--......----- 250 
H. R. No. 1138, for the relief of William T. Duvall 250 
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 250 
H. R. No. 1139, for the relief of Matilda Shields 250 
referred to the Committee on War Claims.. 250 
H. R. No. 1140, for the relief of Dabney Walker 250 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 250 
H. R. No. 1141, for the relief of Mary Jane Vea zie 250 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 250 
H. R. No. 1142, for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late of 
Company E, First Battalion Thirteenth Regiment of 
United States Infantry ee. 250 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 250 
H. R. No. 1143, for the relief of Mathew Hulzer, late a pri- 
vate of Company H, Twenty-eighth Regiment of Wis- 
consin Volunteers - 250 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 250 
II. R. No. 1144, for the relief of Anna Annis, widow of Har- 
vey Annis, late second lieutenant Company G, Fifty- 
first Regiment United States Colored Infantry 250 
referred to 5 5 Committee on Military Affairs. 250 
H. R. No. 1145, for the relief of John L. Williams, sole heir 
of Mary Ann Williams aud Thomas Williams, de- 
ceased, and sole heir of Eleazer Williams, deceased.. 250 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 250 


Page. 
WILLIAMS, CHARLES G.—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1146, granting a pension to James H. Cook 250 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 200 
H. R. No. 1147, nting a pension to Catharine Brennan, 
widow of John Brennan, late private of Company B, 
Fifty-eighth Illinois Volunteers 250 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 250 
H.-R. No. 1148, granting a pension to Lucius Taft 250 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.......... 250 
H. R. No. 1149, granting an increase of pension to Garrett 
F. Cowan, late sergeant Company G, Twelfth Regi- 
ment Wisconsin Volunteer. 250 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 250 
H.-R. No. 1232, authorizing the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to 
adjust the claim of John Whittaker against the United 
States of Ameise 281 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. —— 281 
reference changed to the Committee of Claims 372 
H. R. No. 1454, to change the name of the consulate at Omoa 
. ecse ieee sees see 359 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 339 
H. R. No. 1455, for the relief of Andrew E. Hodges. 359 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 359 
motion made by, to withdraw the papers of C. A. Bliss 243 
petitions presented by, from 
Painefather, John E., and others, for an increase of the sal- 
aries of letter- Carrier 166 
Meagher, Peter, for compensation for services 200 
Pilkinton, E. T., for pay for revenue stamps burned -...---. 233 
Brothertown Indians, for certain land patents 283 
Cook, James H., for a pension... 283 
Walker, Dabney, for compensation for services as scout... 283 
Wood, Charles W., for the correction of his Army record... 233 
Williams, John L., for compensation for the services of Ele- 
exer Wiliams 002.0 sobs ced cals eee. 283 
Hulzer, Mathew, for relief 2 2 
Shields, Matilda, for payment of a war claim 283 
Venzie. Mary Jane, for payment of a war claim..-.......-.. 283 
Ladd; Moses, and John L. Williams, relating to claims of.. 361 
Hodges, A. E., for payment of a war claim 510 
Whitewater, Wisconsin, business men of, for the repeal of 
the bankrapt law.... 4444 4„%b?d 634 
remarks by, on the— 
Louisiana contested-election case—sixth district 90, 91 
joint resolution (H. R. No.48) in relation to the international 
5 o eon te 811 518, 519, 520, 547, 548 
bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of the resump- 
tion act. [See Appendix, page 46.] : 
Williams, E. M., 1 of, for a pension 622 
Williams, Henry M., papers from, asking that steam-plows and 
tackle be placed on the free lis. 727 


WILLIAMS, JAMES, a Representative from Delaware 


Senden 51 
appointed on committees... 198 
leave of absence CTT... weber emenissetancy 232 
bill introduced by, H. R. No. 142, granting a pension to 
George MeCoy Arc 174 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 74 
petitions eee by, from 
McCoy, Dr. George, for a pension 8 200 
Harmon, Hanson, for compensation for rent of office 221 
Barlow, Milton 8, and others, for an increase of the salaries 
of letter-carriers........-......--. eh SES SS P 
Wilmington, Delaware, citizens of, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriert aaa. 3 


WILLLAMS, JERE N., a Representative from Alabama 
attended 
appointed on committees... 
bal introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 970, for the relief of Flemming Jordan, of Mays- 
Ville, Ab...... saves voc ukluwesbccss 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1235, to donate to the State of Alabama one addi- 
tional section of land for each township in the State 

for the benefit of publie schools 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands 
H. R. No. 1236, providing for the issue of patents to citizens 
of the State of Alabama who entered public lands in 

said State, and for other purposes 
5 the Committee on a: a Byrd, cd 2 
x 0. 4, granting a pension to Bright a soldier 
in the North Carolina volunteers ike war of 1812.. 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 1515, to extend the time in certain cases for making 
roof of residence upon and cultivation of lands in the 

tate of Alabama entered under the homestead law, 

aud for other purposes 9 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 


—ü— 3́. eee ent Be eee meee eres ee ees 22 
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WILLIAMS, JERE N.— Continued. 
petitions presented by, from— 
Alabama, for a post-route from Midway to Indian Creek. .. 
Alabama, for a change of certain post- routes 
Williams, Jesse, papers relating to war claim o 
Williams, J. L., and others, petition of, for an increase of the 
Salaries of letter oarriers „ 
Williams, John L., petition of, for compensation for the services 
nm, 0 susebasrepusosepecass 
bill (IL R. No, 1145) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
referred to the Committee on Indians Affairs...-.........- 
Williams, Kitsey, petition of, for a pension ........---..--.-.- 
Williams, Maua kK, petition of, for tbe payment of a war 
GIR casas ͤ . S EYT] 
Williams, Mrs. Mary D., bill (H. R. No. 392) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Tho:nburgh 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Williams, M. N., petition of, for an additional interest in the 
award of the Alabama claims... 


ee ůůů G — — 


MELON saa fae cee is le bad oe wee eee nee eeeeas as > de Geos 
appointed on committee. 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 744, to reimburse M, P. Jones for money deposited 

in the United States depository, Portland, Oregon, for 

public land surveys 4 „ 444444 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 3 

II. R. No. 1168, for the protection of salmon in the Colum- 

e . espe atau ime 

referred to the Committee on Commerce „ 

H. R. No. 1169, making a further appropriation for the pur- 

=~ of continuing the construction of canal and 

ocks at the Cascades of the Columbia River, in the 

Btate ot Oregon no lol ace pe nanecou ne SA AARAA 

referred to the Committee on Commeree 

H. R. No. 1735, for the relief of Charles W. Denton 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... 

joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No. 35, correcting the 

Army records of Captain George D. Hill, United 

Beaten Amy // A tone R 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
petitions presented by, from— 

Cheesman, David W., to be reimbursed certain money 

Jones, M. P., to be reimbursed certain money 

Portland, Oregon, Board of Trade of, relating to the com- 

pletion of the Northern Pacific Railroad 

Oregon, citizens of, for an extension of time to the Northern 

Pacific Railroad 

Williams, Thomas, motion withdrawing the papers off 

Williamson, Martha A., bill (H. R. No, 592) granting a pension 


to. 
introduced by Mr. Morgan 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensious 
Williamson, Martha W., petition of, for a pension 
Wane 2 citizens of, papers relating to the war 
h (000 ( SR S 
Willink, II. F., bill (II. R. No. 254) for the relief of. 
introduced r esas soot seccws ware mnneaces 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
WILLIS, ALBerrS., a Representative from Kentucky 
ende.... sucess} 
appointed on committees. .......-. ... T 
bil s introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 353, to regulate commerce among the States 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 354, for the relief of Brannin, Summers & Co., of 
iouiavilie, Kentusk aae oss. sesceuscas nsrceeasse en 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
II. R. No. 1031, to promote the education of the blind 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor- 
H. R. No. 1223, for the benefit of Mrs. Mary T. Duncan, of 
iin e 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
II. R. No. 1224, for the relief of Will R. Herve 
referred to the Committee of Claims 
motions made by, to withdraw the papers of— 
Samuel Cnstlemae n . 
eee Socks tb neon ns Sabb bicets haves ad A ETNE 
resolution offered by, that Frank M. Shell be appointed a mes- 
senger of the House of Representatives for the Forty- 
fifth Congress with an annual salary of $1,200, to be 
paid out of the contingent fund of the House, for 
service in the special committee on the revision of the 
electoral law, the special committee on ventilation. 
and such other special committees as may be ordered 
by the House. 
referred to the Committee on the Rules 
reported back and referred tothe Committee of Accounts 


414 
177 


177 


51 
198 


181 
181 


181 
Isl 
238 
2338 


372 
424 


WILLIS, ALBERT S.— Continued. 
joint resolution introduced by, H, R. No. 54, anthorizing the 


printing and distribution of the memorial addresses 
on the life and character of the late Edward Young 
heres a Representative from the State of Ken- 
c ˙ͤ ß OR aS ee adeeed 
referred td the Committee on Printing 


petitions presented by, from— 


Robinson, R. A., and others, for the immediate repeal of the 


bankrupt law o 135 

Kentucky State Medical Society, for the discontinuance of 
the ‘tant on quinine, -airs caoncscopece sccceestcomnc 148 

Watterson, Hon. Henry, and others, for an increase of the 
salaries of letter-carriers.....- ..-.-.---.. reene 148 

Smith, W. C, and others, relating to the patent laws 244 

Miles, Rey. W. II., for governmental aid for the education 
of the colored people of the South EAT. 263 

Woodall, Sarah, for a pension 5 1 283 

Hughes, Nancy, for a pension Sab bon Kanes ananaanewaad 233 

Duncan, Blanton, trustee, for payment of a war claim 283 

Cornwall, William, for the of bill H. R. No. 354.... 283 

Hervey, Will R., to be reimbursed certain money 340 

Gault, John, for compensation for services as major........ 510 

WILLIS, BENJAMIN A., a Representative from New York— 
eee =e 51 
appointed on committees „327%%Äͤͤöͤ.*—¹’à»¹ͤ 000 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

II. R. No. 53, to simplify existing laws imposing and col- 
lecting duties upon imports, and to remove all am- 
biguities therefrom ; also, to reduce the rates on im- 
ported merchandise, restore the duty upon tea and 
coffee, and en’arge the oo ( E 170 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 71 

H. R. No. 54, to restore the national credit by funding the 
non-interest-bearing debt into bonds bearing interest 
at the rate of 4 per cent. per anuum, payable at the 
expiration of forty cara 171 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 

H. R. No. 55, to provide that all pensions on account of 
death, wounds received, or disease contrac.ed in the 
service of the United States since March 4, 1861, 
which have been granted or which shall hereafter be 
granted on application filed previous to January 1, 
1379, shall commence from the date of death or dis- 
charge, and for the payment of the arrears of pen- 
U i ohne ew wus 3 „ 171 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 171 

H. R. No. 56, to regulate and facilitate the payment of 

duties upon imported merchandise 171 
referred to the Committee of Ways aud Means 171 


H. R. No. 57, to provide for the classification of fabrics and 
other articles composed of mixed materials. 171 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means Sayan Lae 
II. R. No. 58, to provide for the construction of an act enti- 
tled “An act to amend the customs-revenue laws, and 
10 XOPERLINOLUON Stok E IE EA L AAF Coudionke & 171 
referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary...-.. .---.. 171 
H. R. No. 59, to simplify the sixteenth subdivision of Sched- 
ule B, section 2504, Revised Statutes of the United 
States, relating to glass, in order to harmonize with 


subsequent subdivisions of the same schedule 17 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Meaus 1 
II. R. No. 60, to repeal duties on packages, commissions, 
transportation, and covering of goods, & ũ l 171 


referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.......... 171 
H. R. No. 61, to provide for the repeal of all taxes upon cap- 
ital and deposits of State and national-banking insti- 
tutions, &c,; also, to abolish the two-cent stamp upon 

ban, E wns ewetwssaduees 171 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 171 
H. R. No. 62, to provide for the abolition of all bonds for 
duties on imported merchandise while the latter re- 

mains in the enstody of the Government, & 171 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.......... 171 
H. R. No. 63, to provide for the valuation of imports upon 
which enstoms duties are imposed paying in whole 

or in part ad ralorem rates. . 171 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 
H. R. No. 64, to provide for the prompt pa; t, with in- 
terest and costs, of all judgments o tained against 

the Government for refund or overpayment of duties. 171 


referred to the Committee of Ways aud Means 171 
H. R. No, 65, to provide for the reduction of duty upon all 
laces manufactured by hand 171 


referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 
H. R. No. 66, to provide for the responsibility of the Gov- 
ernment for all imported merchandise while in its 
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WILLIS, BENJAMIN A.— Continued, 
bills introduced by 

H. R. No. 67, to provide for a refund of redemption-agency 
expenses 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 68, to further declare the meaning of section 5219 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States and its 
correct interpretation 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 
H. R. No. 09, to provide for the abolition of all naval offices 
in ports of entry where a United States appraisers’ 
department is established ......2... 222.2... 00222... 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 70, authorizing a settlement of the claim of the 
estate of the late Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren. -. 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 71, to promote efficiency and harmony in the Navy. 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 72, to protect the interests of enlisted men and 
others in the Narr ss sse nenehna nunaa 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 73, for the relief of John H. Morris, late collector 
of internal revenue of the tenth district of the State 

of New York 
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H. R. No. 74, to authorize notaries public to take and certify 
oaths, affirmations, depositions, and acknowledg- 
ments in certain cases 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........-.- 

II. R. No. 75, providing for the abolition of prize money. 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

H. R. No. 76, in relation to clerks, deputy clerks, and assist- 
ant clerks of the United States courts 

referred to the Committee on the Indieiar yz 

IL. R. No. 77, for the relief of Richard H. Birmingham, late 
sergeant Company A, Sixty-ninth Regiment New 
Yoric State Volunteer 2202s socal s 

referred to the Committee on Military Affnirs........... 

H. R. No. 78, granting a peusion to John H. Reilly 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 

II. R. No. 79, granting a pension to Robert Butler. 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.-.....-.. 

H. R. No. 80, granting a pension to Alexander Bond 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 81, granting a pension to A. M. At wood 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 82, for the relief of Alexander Anderson, late first 
lieutenant Fourteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry. 

referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs 

H. R. No. 1280, to simplify the national-banking laws, and 
to remoye all unnecessary restrictions and burdens 
CHANGIN SS os T LO E sen encwonneaeen as lesse 
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keeper's department from December 6, 1876, to March 
4, 1877, inclusive. Referred to the Committee of Ac- 
counts 
petitions presented by, from— 
United States Carriage-Builders’ Association, relating to the 
international exhibition at Paris 
National Ritle Association, and others, for an appropriation 
for the encouragement of rifle practice. 
Moulton, Rodman G., for payment o: 
Brewster & Co., to be refunded certain taxes 
e Robert M., and Albert Pierce, relating to war 
CIR cnet E E eran eicater ale ncmechondaciesnies 
Harlow, John, for restoration to the Army roll. 
New York Board of Trade and Transportation, for a com- 
mission to examine into the workings of our savings 
institutions 
Pennsylvania, citizens of, for an appropriation for the en- 
couragemeut of rifle practice 
Wilkes, Mary, for a pension 


ee ee ee eed 
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Wirus, BENJAMIN A.—Continued. 


remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third 


appointed on committees 2 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 644, for the relief of Charles H. Johnson, late 

first lieutenant of the Fifteenth Michigan Infantry.. 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ..........- 

H. R. No. 645, for the relief of James Olmstead, late snper- 

numerary second lientenant of the Eleventh Ken- 


H. R. No. 1108, for the relief of Jolin H. Russell 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1109, granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Cus- 
ter, widow of the late Brevet Major-General George 


Page. 


290, 231, 373 


616 


SN OT Le re RN ey pene . eee eye 249 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 249 
H. R. No. 1110, granting a pension to Emanuel II. Custer, 
father of the late Brevet Major-General George A. 
Custer aud Brevet Lieutenaut-Colonel Thomas W. 
r ehhh spe ea sae A bavanns basme 249 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensious.......... 249 
petitions presented by, from— 
Smith, Pamelia, for a pension 148 
Cole; Hascall Mi for relief 0 2025 255.53 adean gepa Onnens 149 
Bell, Elias B., fer the removal of the charge of desertion.. 149 
Russell, Johu II., for payment of a war cluim......--..... 244 
remarks by, on the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation 
to the international exposition .............,.----- 2 
Wills, Rey. Dr. David, prayers offered by. 306, 323, 345, 371, 393 
Wills, Elizabeth, petition of, for compensation for the services 
rr eae EEUE 414 
Wilmington, Delaware, citizens of, petition of, for an increase 
of the salaries of letter-carriers .-......-..--...---- 
Wilshire, pila W., joint resolution (H. R. No. 12) for the re- 
let 01. z 
introduced by Mr, Slemonssss 190 
referred to the Committee of Elections + 1% 
WILSON, BENJAMIN, a Representative from West Virginia 
0 ᷣ BOT RSE 51 
appointed on committees. .......-:--.-----. +--+ ----+----- 198, 227 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 761, to authorize a further 1 to con- 
tinne the improvement of the Little Kanawha River, 
in West Virginia 2 196 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 196 
II. R. No. 762, granting a pension to John S. Hall.......... 196 
referred to the Commit tee on Invalid Pensions 196 
H. R. No. 763, for the relief of the trustees of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, at Clarksburgh, West Vir- 
S S scsew tenon T E 196 
referred to the Committee on War Claims............... 196 
H. R. No. 764, for the completion of the custom-house at 
Parkersburgh, West Virginia, and to furnish sume.. 196 
referred to Committee on Public Buildingsand Grounds.. 196 
H. R. No. 765, granting a pension to Phineas Gano 196 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Peusions - 198 
H. R. No. 766, to indemnify the State of West Virginia fo 
the destruction of a road, and bridges thereon, from 
Fairmont to Gauly Bridge, by the transportation 
over the same of armies and army 9 55 by the 
authorities of the United States duriug the late war. 196 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 196 
I. R. No. 767, nting a pension to Otis B. Anderson 196 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 196 
II. R. No. 763, granting a pension to Jane A. Harris 196 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 196 
H. R. No, 1465, granting a pension to Mary MeNamara . 359 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 359 
H. R. No. 1749, to detine the meaning of certain legal ters. 810 
referred to the Committee ou the Judiciary... . -- 810 
II. R. No. 1750, to grant a pension to John Folger.. 810 
. referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 810 
II. R. No. 1751, granting a pension to William C. Parker... 810 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Peusions 810 
resolutions offered by— 
that the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, directed 
to pay to William M. Pelton, ont of the contingent 
fund, for services rendered ns messenger of the House 
from May 1, 1877, to the Ist of September following. 
Keierred to the Committee of Accounts 336 
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WILSON, BENJAMIN—Continved. 
resolution offered by— 
that tho Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, directed 
or out of the contingont fund under his control, 
liam M: Pelton $100 as pay for his service as 
pales er for the mon*h of October, 1877. Referred 
to the Committee of Accounts 
joint resolution introduced by, H. R. No, 31, to provide for the 
remonetization of silver 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency ...... 
pantoni presented by, from— 
Handlin, W. A., and others, for an increase of the salaries of 
letter-carriers 
gar N. S., for compensation for services as a messenger.. 
Ramsbury, John W., for payment of a war claim.......... 
Rassell, Margaret M., for payment of a war claim 
West Virginia, for a post- route clvesceue ——— 
incidental remarks bỹßyß s... -..--- e 
remarks by, on the Colorado contested-election case 125, 
Wilson, Joseph E., bill (II. R. No. 670) for the relief of. 
8 Mr. Gi Ing ⁵ Ä 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Wilson, on F., petition of, for indemnity for oeren 


Wilson, R. P. petition of, for the repayment of certain taxes 
Wilson, Mrs. Sarah, papers pag seg the ee, of, for pay- 
ment for the services of her late husban 
Wilson, Theodore D., bill (H. R. No. 1752) for sti? of. 
introduced by Mr. RIE Sl ah Sees 3 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs .... ...........- 
Wilson, Thomas, bill (H. R. No. 472) for the relief of. 
intreduced by Mr. Bicknell.....-..-..-...... wad bmw Se 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs weeuseve 
Winans, Lewis E., bill (H. R. No. 92) for the relief of. 
introduced by CCC „ 
de ee William, bill (II. R. No. 1855) for increase of pension to. 
need by Mr. Ketcham, of New York....- R esaäss . 
5 to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Wind River Valley, Wyoming, bill a R. No. 1199) for the re- 
lief of certain settlers in the 
introduced by Mr. Corlett 3 
referred to the Committee on Indian ‘Affairs. — 
Winn, John J., fen (H. R. No, 1644) granting increase of pen- 
sion 
introduced by Mr. Covert. ...- 22. <00n-eccerssocene 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Wisconsin, the State of— 
epenn ee 1 attended: Charles G. Williams, Lucien 
B. Caswell, e C. Hazelton, William P. Lynde, 
Edward 8. Bragg, Gaue Bouck, Herman L. Hum- 
phrey, Thaddeus C. Pound ..........-.. F EA a 
le 7 concerning 
ill (H. R. No. 1135) to authorize the issue of a patent of 
certain lands in the Brothertown reservation, in the 
State of Wisconsin, to the persons selected by the 
Brothertown Indians, 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs............. 
bill (H. R. No. 1246) to appropriate money to improve the 
Saint Croix River, between Hudson, in the State of 
Wisconsin, and Saint Croix Falls, in said State, 
introduced by Mr. Humphrey 
referred to the Committee on Commerce Seowes 
bill ** N No. 124 1 Wee 1 money to improve the 
eed dooms the crossing of the Chicago, 
Miwon — and Saint Paul Railway bridge, above 
the city of La Crosse, Wisconsin, to the mouth of 
Root River, below said city. 
introduced by Mr, Hum hre denne 
referred to the Committee on Commeroo 
bill (H. R. No. 1456) to appropriate the sum of $250,000 to 
improve the navigation o of the Ae hah River in the 
State of Wisconsin, and to the volume of 
water in the Chippewa and Misslasippi Rivers. 
introduced by Mr, Pound een. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce S 
Legislature of, resolutions and memorials of the 
ora light-house at Menomon ess one 198, 
fora survey. rr, 199, 
for a light-house and fo sala Cm on Stannard’s Rock.. 199, 200, 
for the survey of the Saint Croix River wees ene 199, 200, 
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144 


51 


Wiswall, Howard, bill (H. R. No. 211) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Leates „4 „œ 3 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 

Withers, 8 55 9 petition of, for the payment of a war 


„ 302 
Witherspoon John, and James Suffell, bill (II. R. No. 342) for the 
reli 
introduced by Mr. Durham. ...........----. 2181 
referred to the Committee of Claim a 181 
Rien vee 1 papers relating to claims of, for whisky i 
Witnesses i in ager niied States courts, bill (H. R. No. 912) con- 
coming persons charged with crimes and offenses 
inteoduned by Prepa eauh ee 34442 
referred to the Co ttee on the Judiciary. K K OD 
Wolcolm, Andrew, bill (H. R. No. 1424) for relief of. 
introduced by Mr, Bland 3 
referred to the Committee on War Claims .. 358 
Wolf, George, petition of, for arrears of pension 8 263 
Wolfe, Edmund, papers relating to the war claim o l 569 
Wolff, V. Brown, motion withdrawing the papers of.......-... 326 
Wolford, William D., bill (H. R. No, 1023) for the 2 of, 
introduced by Mr. Durham e e S AARAA 238 
referred to the Committee of Claims 8 
reference chan to the Committee on War Claims. s.s... 373 
Wood, Bligh E., bill (II. R. No. 1741) for relief of. 
introduced by Raden sans ule 7 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 726 
Wood, Saas Ya , petition of, for the correction of his Army 1 5 
bill (H. R. No. 1142) for the relief of. 
introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 250 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 250 
Woop, FERNANDO, a Representative from New York— 
/ cud Y 51 
9 on committees 3 197, 816 
troduced by, viz: 7 = No. 1527, providing fora general 
law authorizin y person or persons to establish 
Eee weeks in the District of Columbia under restrio- ths 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 582 


motions made by, to— 
adjourn ....... 


.- 115, 148, 634 
le 


2 L L duces cue 155, 633 
S S d acces sl 
resolutions offered by 


that the rules of the House of Representatives of the Forty- 
fourth Congress shall be the rules of the House of 
Representatives until otherwise ordered. Adopted... 
that a committee of five, to consist of the Speaker and fonr 
members to be named by him, be appointed, to whom 
shall be referred the rules of the Honse, and who shall 
be authorized to re ee at any time such amendments 
on the revision of the same as they may think proper. 
P E hna SO ĩ ĩ eceay phbeuherebecuesaue 
that so much of the President’s message as relates to the 
appropriations required for the Army and the mili- 
tary establishments, the Navy, the courts, and for 
repairs, &c., for the buildings of the Department of 
the Interior in consequence of the late fire, be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and so much as 
relates to the Pay international exhibition of 
agriculture, in E and the fine arts, to be held at 
Paris in 1878, and the Rinses posed international prison 
con, to be held in Stockholm in 1878, be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Adopted Sead 
that the President be requested, if not incompatible with 
the public interests, to communicate to this Honse 
the correspondence with the Spanish prenas 
and the orders and directions of the 
pee to the collectors of customs in alan to to 
he recent imposition of a differential duty of tifty 
cents per ton on Ail aay? vessels entering American 
pat, with such information in reference thereto as 
e may deem necessary, 
objection made „ „„ 
the rules were suspended and the resolution adopted 
that the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, ro- 
8 to furnish the House of Representatives, at 
e earliest practicable moment, copies of the con- 
tract made with a certain syndicate of American and 
foreign bankers for the negotiation of the 4 per cent. 
bonds of the United States, together with copies of 
all other papers relating thereto. 
objection made . 
the rules were suspended and ihe resolution adopted 
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222 
242 


184 
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Woop, Fr NAN DO - Continued. 
resolutions offered by 

that the Secre of War be requested to furnish to the 
House at the earliest practicable moment the num- 
ber of commissioned medical -officers of the United 
States Army now on duty in the District of Columbia; 
the name, rank, and pay, rations and emoluments, of 
each; the cost to the Government of such rations or 
emoluments as are not computed; the duty to which 
each officer is assigned, and the time he has been as- 
signed thereto ; also, the number of contract surgeons 
now employed in the District of Columbia; also, the 
number of contract surgeons employed by the Sur- 
geon-General of the Army who are not graduates in 
medicine, giving the same information in each case, 
and in addition thereto the reasons for the employ- 

ment and assignment in each case. 
ee ads. ence does S Nee dab-a6 
reintroduced, and referred to the Committee on Expend- 
itures in the War Department 
that the Committee of Ways and Means be authorized to 
employ a doorkeeper or assistant messenger, to be 
paid ont of the contingent fund of the House, who 
shall receive the same compensation as is now paid 
to the messengers appointed by the Doorkeeper. 

to 


concurrent resolutions submitted by— 
that the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives be, and they are hereby, di- 
rected to adjourn their respective Houses without day 
on Thursday the 22d instant, at six o'clock p.m. Re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means 
that the President of the Senate and Speaker of the Honse 
of Representatives be, and they are hereby, directed 
to adjourn their respective Houses, without day, at 

three o'clock p. m. 
submitted, and adopted by the House 
considered, amended, and concurred in by the Senate 
onse 


—— —à—ũämañ— eee e eee 


Weldon, Henry, for payment of a war claim 
Todd, Samuel P., for compensation for losses while a purser 
inthe Navy TTT... ada 

New York City, sugar refiners and exporters of, that draw- 
k rates may be fixed by lag j 

sundry claimants, for an additional interest on the award 
of Alabama claims ss ordonojn amoeba 


810 


incidental remarks byj «.c-6+ + sescee cereo 69, 132, 148, 
155, 203, 214, 222, 242, 289, 399, 581, 626, 633, 634, 80%, 813, 810 


remarks by, on the— 
Colorado contested-election case kere 


—— ſꝓ 


point of order ( eudwesre 52,21 


resolution referring the President’s message to appropriate 


scal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years.. 589 


adjournment sine die. — „614, 814 
granting leave of absence. e r 633 
resolution authorizing the Committee of Ways and Means 
to employ a doorkeeperr ..---.--..----0-- 810 
Wood, Robert V., . relating to the war claim of.......-.. 799 
Wood, W. L., and others, petition of, relating to contests in 
inn . 
Wood, William P., papers relating to the claim of, for services 
ROR COCO aa alec ꝗ ꝗ ę ę . E cn ge E 699 
Woodall, Sarah, petition of, for a pension 283 
Woods, A. P., petition of, for the eqnalization of his pay 634 
Woodward, John, petition of, for a pension......-.........-.- 361 
Woolf, Adam, petition of, for an increase of salary as surveyor.. 816 
Woolf, D. B., and others, petition of, for the establishment of 
tal savings-banks. 2.22. 2.26. - eses snee eens — 443 
Work, G. P., bill (II. R. No. 275) for the relief of. 
introduced by Nor. Ellis... .. 178 
referred to the Committee of Claim. 178 
papers relating to the claim of, as mail contruetor 360 
Worth, Andrew J., petition of, relating to certain 8 414 
Worthington, Hugh, papers relating to the war claim of. ...... 327 
Worthington, T., petition of, for compensation for services ren- 
dered at Camp Denison, Ohio. 97 
Wren, Tnomas, a Representative from Nevada— 
W d 51 
appointed on commit tees ẽũ ⁵ 108 


Page. 
Wren, THomMas—Continued. 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 901, for the relief of John S. Luff................ 211 
referred to the Committee of Claims 211 
H. R. No. 1181, for the relief of William Haydon 21 
referred to the Committee of Cluims .- — 21 
Wright, F. A., a page, hing 1 % seeds ecoet ae 281 
Wright, George W., bill (H. R. No. 511) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Knapp.-.--..--. 2 22 187 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 187 
Wright, G., & Sons, petition of, relating to tax on Whisky. . 816 
WRIGHT, HENDRICK B., a Representative from Pennsylvania— 
attended e . 51 
appointed on committees 22 197, 198 


rulings and remarks from the chair is .e.44s enese eeni 


583, 
585, 586, 587, 588, 589,502, 593, 594, 595, 596, 597, 598 


bill introduced by, viz: II. R. No. 110, supplemental to an act 

entitled “An act to secure homesteads to actual set- 

tlers on the public domain,” approved May 20, 1862.. 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

resolution offered by, that the Committee on Banking and Car- 

reney be directed to inquire into the propriety of so 

amending the bank laws as to require in the election 

of directors the principle of cumulative voting where 

such law may exist in a State in which national banks 

are located ; also, as to the propriety of so amending 

said laws a8 to limit the efficiency of proxies to six 

months. Referred to the Committee on Banking and 

Sorrent teste vonets cbbasdsaccdacsveas cide 
petitions presented by, from— 

Pennsylvania, workingmen of, asking Government assist- 

ance to homestead settlers.........-..-.----..----- 


—HwHꝛ w 


bill (H. R. No. 90) making appropriations for the au 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878. 
bill (H.-R: No: 805) to repeal the third section of the act to 


164 


361 


164 
298 


provide for the resumption of specie payments. . 484, 485 


joint resolution (II. R. No. 48) in gelation to the interna- 


Banal exposition cnicckes uae ceccnsjcoescess couset , 567 
Wright, Mattheas, and others, petition of, for cheap telegraphy. 134 
Mgomi the Territory of— 

legate from, attended: William W. Corlett 54 
legislation concerning— 
bill (H. R. No, 802) to regulate the entting of timber on the 
public lands of Wyoming Territory. 
introduced by Mr. Corlett........----------.- r 
referred to the Committee on the Territories . 197 
bill (H. R. No. 803) to provide for the completion of the 
penitentiary in Wyoming Territory. 
introduced by Mr. Corlett 2 oe enban tasg aaao . 197 
referred to the Committee on the Territories............ 197 
bill (H. R. No. 804) to transfer the care and custody of the 
penitentiary in Wyoming Territory to said Territory. 
introduced by Mr. Corlett....... .- 205s 197 
referred to the Committee on the Territories 197 
bill (H, R. No. 1199) for the relief of certain settlers in the 

Wind River Valley, Wyoming Territory. 

introduced by Mr. Corlett : —2—*2»ñ² „ - 252 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 252 
bill (H. R. No: 1200) for the location of a military wagon- 

rond from Green River City, Wyoming Territory, to 

the Yellowstone National Park, and to Fort Ellis, in 

Montana, 

introduced by Mr. Corlett 223 eeveses bens 252 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 252 
bill (H. R, No. 1201) making an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of a law library for the use of the courts and 

the United States officers in the Territory of Wyo- 

ming. 

fhiteod uses by Mr. Corlett.......... * 3 Senses 252 
referred to the Committee on the Territories . 252 
pers 7 7 to certain post-rontes in 262, 548 

W Rel R. M., bill (H. R. No. 582) for the relief of. 
ntroduced by Mr. Orittenden mermera — 189 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 
Wyse, Francis O., petition of, to be placed on the retired list.. 510 

bill (H. R. No. 1578) for-the relief of. 

introduced by Mr. Roberts . 607 
referred to the Committeo on Military Affairs 607 
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Wysham, W. E., bill (H. R. No. 1519) to remove the political 
disabilities of. 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, and passed by 


thie SIGURD <5 cc e ausss 458 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.......... 525 
Y, 
Yazoo and other rivers in Mississippi, bill (H. R. No. 262) for 
the improvement of the navigation of the. 
introduced by Mr. Mone z zz.. 178 
referred to the Committee on Commerce -220 178 
YEATES, JESSE J., a Representative from North Carolina 
C S CES eS ee E, 51 
appointed on committee. 197, 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 
H. R. No. 210, to repeal the tax on spirituous liquors dis- 
aer 176 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 176 
H. R. No. 211, for the relief of Howard Wiswall, of Beau- 
ford County, North Carolina 176 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 176 
petitions presented by, from— 
Ballance, Levi, and others, for payment of a war claim.... 200 
Lepage, Emile, for payment of a war claim 3 200 
eagan, Thomas R., for payment of a war claim 200 
Morrisett, William J., for payment of a war claim 200 
Hall, James, for payment of a war claim ..........-...... 200 
Waters, Samuel, for a refund of certain money.. 206 


Lawrenson, James, and others, trustees, for permission to 
transfer certain real estate 
incidental emma T 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for defi- 
ciencies in the 5 for the service of the 
Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878 


een sesono anadasenpu castes kiadta 588, 589 

Yost, Edward, a page, payment of PRSA 

YOUNG, Casey, a Representative from Tennessee— 
eee e wars arse awe see: 51 
appointed on committees .. .... sss. ̃äẽkP 198 
bills introduced by, viz: 

H. R. No. 424, to incorporate the Barataria Ship-Canal Com- 185 

BUY saan. sn dagcesacaat soon eens baame PE 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 183 

H. R. No. 425, for the relief of Edward T. Freeman, of Mem- 
phis; Tennesse * 184 
referred to the Committee of Claims >... 184 

H. II. No. 426, for the relief of Jessie J. Busby, of Memphis, 
3) Wons ve <weecrssnususakegivenas 184 
referred to the Committee on Wat Claims 184 

H. R. No. 427, for the relief of Mrs. Julia Elliott, widow and 

adwinistratrix of Newell D. Elliott, deceased, late of 
the city of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee - 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 184 

H. R. No. 428, to provide for refunding internal- revenue 
tax illegally collected 3 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 184 
reference chan to the Committee of Ways aud Means. 255 

H. R. No. 429, for the relief of Mrs. Mary P. Bradford, of 
Shelby County, Tennessee 8 184 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 184 

H. R No. 1038, to cede to the city of Memphis, in the State 
of Tennessee, a certain lot of land situated in said 2D 

C.. anus TETTI OSITINA INTY aN 

e to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
r x T A = 29 

H. R. No, 1039, to provide for reclaiming and protecting from 
overflow the alluvial lands of the Mississippi Valley. 239 
referred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees........ 239 

H. R. No. 1386, to leg for refunding internal-revenue tax 
illegally collected... 2 356 
refe to the Committee of Claims - 356 
H. R. No. 1387, for the relief of Peter Targarona.......... 356 

referred to the Committee on War Claims . 


YOUNG, Casty—Continued. 
bills introduced by— 
H. R. No. 1388, for the relief of Reuben S. Jones, of Mem- 
Plis; PONNSINGG KTP 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
H. R. No. 1689, to provide for the payment of salaries of 
employés in the Doorkeeper’s department 
e to the Committee of Accounts 
H. R. No. 1690, for the relief of Mrs. Anna M. Cogswell, of 
Memphis, Tennessee „ 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
H. R. No. 1691, for the relief of David H. Hildebrand, of 
Shelby County, Tennessee. 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
H. R. No. 1692, for the relief of Martha A. Jones, of Fayette 
War,, <.ccceysnes) cca A TN NENA NA 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1693, for the relief of William B. Hamlin, of Mem- 
phis, Ten TAT E Vonsas\ccsadeseusenvaccus 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1694, for the relief of A. F. Bonner, administrator 
of the estate of M. A. Bonner, deceased, of Shelby 
County, Tennegene.s sins scone drase ananasy a 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
H. R. No. 1695, for the relief of Robert H. Cleere, of Collier- 
Wille; eres 8 
referred to the Committee on War Claim 
H. R. No. 1696, making an appropriation to protect the 
wharf and landing at the city of Memphis, Tennessee, 
from further and permanent injury by the action of 
the Mississippi River 
referred to the 8 on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1697, to provide for the building of a marine hos- 
pital at Memphis, Tennessee 
referred to the Committee on Commerce...........----- 
H. R. No. 1698, for the relief of William R. Webber and 
Hennie E. Revell, executors of the estate of M. W. 
Webber, deceased, of Shelby County, Tennessee 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1699, for the relief of Richard L. Andrews, ad- 
ministrator of the estate of M. H. Battle, of Harde- 
man County, Tennessee.. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims 
petitions presented by, from— 
Kendig, T. A., for pay as mail carrier 
Memphis, Tennessee, letter-carriers of, and others, for an 
increase of salaries... 25. .-<<ssscececs sone cscs cesses 
MeGuine, Lucinda, for payment of a war claim 
Allen, John, and others, for payment of war claims 
Hughes, Indiana, and others, relating to the war claims of. 
Bibb, Benjamin, and others, to be reimbursed certain 
amounts wrongfully collected 
Targarona, Peter, for payment of a war claim 
Memphis, Tennessee, relating to the survey of the port of. 
Boro, Mary and James, for payment of a war claim 
yd srg pase to be refunded certain taxes. 
Abbott, Emma G., and others, for payment of war claim.. 
Carr, E. J., and others, for payment of a war claim 
Hamlin, William B., for payment of a war claim Se 
incidental remarks b wate 
remarks by, on the bill (H. R. No. 902) making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1878 222-2222 nec ece sence 
Young, George, bill (H. R. No. 1294) granting a pension to. 
introduced by Mr. Lapham.... .... 2... .... -- A ee eee 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Young, Hon. John D., bill (H. R. No. 1024) for the benefit of. 
introduced: by Mr. Turek 
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Bayne, Thomas M., of Pennsylvania— 
speech on bill (H. R. No. eye to repeal the third section of 
e resumption BOE. sscocssoccsocaseososnesessossess 
Bicknell, à. A., of Indiana— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 


O TOGA PUM SOU cess csdcussedass anduueccerewn - 

Brentano, Lore of Illinois— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
wennn sces cues senaccleanecs 


Browne, T. M., of Indiana— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the resum tion act 
Burdick, T. W. 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the TORUMP MON ROG. paces cUedseicasacvascase nein adas 
Clark, John B., jr., of Missouri— 
speech of, on viii (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the Yemunip tion B06 sos2 cole s soe wes ccbaasansecese 
Culberson, D. B., of Texas— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the resumption 86622. 2 P EAO T sonssccace 
Cummings, H. J. B., of lowa— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the PORN HON BOL. ccsccus AAA 8 
Dickey, Henry L., of Ohio— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to 8 the third section of 
the resumption act . 
Dunnell, Mark H., of Minnesota 
speech of, on pill“ (H. R. No. 05) to repeal the third section of 
the Weumption act. 
Ellsworth, C. C., of Michigan 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repesi the third section of 
the resumption ac e2221 +--+ AEREE RA 
Finley, E. B., of Ohio— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the mpon t 8 . 
Haskell, D. C., of Kansas— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the reenmption Sobie: ee e ee e 
Hayes, Philip C., of IIlinois— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No, 805) to repeal the third section of 
the Tesum Pilon’ e sess 
Hendee, G. W., of Vermont— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the resumption act ................ Secessensscccs 
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Hubbell, Jay A., of Michigan 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the resumption act (—ᷣ— ³ ſ2t1́9 3—ã coce 


Humphrey, H. L., of Wisconsin 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
4h TOMI PUON ROW coos T ERE N SET TTA 
Jones, John S., of Ohio— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the FORTIN IVGION MOS (onaucudu wa ca waus geceocce sass coon 
Keightley, E. W., of Michi 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the = section of 
the Wintern A A sacs 
Knapp, Robert M., of Ilinois— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the resumption act ..---. .......---2+ 22-22 eee sees 
Lamar, L. Q. C., of Mississippi— 
speech of, on the South Carolina Senatorship .......--...--- 
Lapham, E. G., of New York— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the TOIMII ROG hw coos sce 8 
Mayham, S. L., of New Vork 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third se@tion of 
the FORUM PUON BOW nawaacieceacd eabawapasnne casa sean 
Phelps, James, of Connecticnt— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the FOBULIPLION AOE coco cccpecesancns sacecctucons 
Phillips, W. A., of Kansas— 
speech of, on pill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section of 
the Süper 8 
Schleicher, Gustave, of Texas 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section 
of the resumption act..... . 
Springer, W. M., of IIlinois— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section 
of the TORN PMO ROC tasace ncwaenasesce ine ences cies 
White, Harry, of Pennsylvania— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to Topes! the third section 
of the e sossa srsoss riso nccoussouene us 
Williams, C. G., of Wisconsin— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section 
of the resumption ac S 
Willis, Benjamin A., of New York— 
speech of, on bill (H. R. No. 805) to repeal the third section 
of the resumption act 
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SENATE BILLS AND JOINT AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS. 


SENATE BILLS. 


8. No. 1— 

For the removal of the books and files in the lofts of the old 
portion of the EE toes building. 

Introduced by Mr. Dawes, of Massachusetts 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
Reported back in the form of a concurrent resolution and 
adopted by the Senat 

S. No. 2— 

Releasing C. C. Webb, Ira P. Rankin, and the other sureties 
on the official bond of Frank Soulé, late collector of inter- 
nal revenue for the first district of California. 

Introduced by Mr. Sargent, of California (ie IEEE 
Referred to the Committee on Finance —— 
8. No. 3— - 

Relating to the equitable and legal rights of parties in posses- 
sion of certain lands and improvements thereon in Cali- 
fornia, and to provide jurisdiction to determine those 


rights. 
Introduced by Mr, Sargent, of California 3 z 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 
Reference changed to the Committee on Private Land 
nr J2Jn/%%ͤͤͤ O T AATE 
8. No. 4— 
Granting arrears of pensions. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
S. No. 5— 


For the removal of all disabilities im by the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Beck, of 3 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
8. No. 6— 

To repeal the act of July 2, 1862, and such sections of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States as perpetuate the oath 
prescribed in said act. 

Introduced by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky e = 
8 wee to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 
No. 7— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the 
amounts due to citizens of the United States for supplies 
furnished to the Sioux or Dakota Indians of Minnesota 
subsequent to August, 1860, and prior to the massacre of 
August, 1862, and providing for the payment thereof, 

Introduced b r. Windom, of Minnesota..........-...... 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8. No. 8— 

For the relief of Perez Dickinson, the surviving partner of 
James Cowan, deceased, heretofore trading and doing busi- 
ness under the firm name and style of Cowan & Dickin- 
son, of Knoxville, East Tennessee, 

Introduced by Mr. Bailey, Of FONNO - ons heen rann 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 8 
8. No. 9— 

For the relief of Duncan Marr, of Montgomery County, Ten- 
nessee, 

Introduced by Mr. Bailey, of Tennessee Serene 
Referred to the Committee on Claims. 
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57 
57 
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57 
57 


8. No. 10— 
For the relief of James Glover, of Pennsylvania. 
Introduced by Mr. Wallace, of Pennsylvania 


Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8 88 ed back adversely and postponed indefinitely ....- 
. No. 11— 
To establish a branch mint at Omaha, Nebraska. 
Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 
S. No. 12— 

To establish the Territory of Huron, and to provide a tempo- 
rary government therefor. 

Introduced by Mr. Hamlin, of Maine. 
Referred to the Committee on Territories Seoses 
S. No. 13— 

For the relief of Amy King. 

Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama. 
= 3 to the Committee on Pensions 58, 362 
. No. 14— 

To authorize construction of a 8 across Mississippi 
River from some feasible point in Buffalo County, Wiscon- 
sin, to some feasible point in Winona County, Minnesota. 

Introduced by Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce.......---.-.--.-- 
S. No. 15— a 

To alter and amend the act entitled “An act to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis- 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to recure to the Gov- 
ernment the use of the same for postal, military, and 
other purposes,” approved July 1, 1 and also to alter 
and amend the act of Congress approved July 2, 1864, in 
amendment of said first-named act. 

Introduced by Mr. Thurman, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........- e.ecce 
S. No. 16— 
Relating to certain brevet appointments. 
Introduced by Mr. Wadleigh, of New Hampshire 
8 N to the Committee on Military Affairs 
. No. 17— 

Amending the laws granting pensions to the soldiers and sail- 

ors of the war of 1812, and their widows. 
Introduced by Mr. Withers, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions . 
8. No. 18— 
For relief of the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Withers, of Virginia 
8 ee to the Committee on Naval Affairs à Va 
. No. 19— 

For the relief of Captain James M. Beeber. 

Introduced by Mr. McDonald, of Indiana ae 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
S. No. 20— 

Authorizing the eitizens of Colorado, Nevada, and the Terri- 
tories to fell and remove timber on the public domain for 
mining and domestic purposes. 

Introduced by Mr. Chaffee, of Colorado 


Referred to Committee on Public Lands 1 
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8. No, 21— 
For the relief of Brigadier-General Alexander S. Webb, late 
of the United States Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Conkling, of New York 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs $ 
8. No. 22— 
For ea relief of James B. Sinclair, of the United States 
rmy. 
Introduced by Mr. Conkling, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs à 
8. No. 23— 
For the relief of Major and Brevet Colonel Joseph B. Collins, 
late of the United States Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin 
8 5 to the Committee on Military Affairs 9 
0. 24— 

For the relief of Michael Fentenheime, a citizen of France. 
Introduced by Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin bnbed 77 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 77 
Reference changed to the Committee on Claims 283 

8. No. 25— 
For the relief of Robert W. Dunbar, of Curry County, Ore- 


n. 
8 by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregonnn 77 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 77 

8. No. 26— 

To donate a portion of the military reservation of Fort Harker 
to the State of Kansas for the establishment of an educa- 
tional or charitable institution, and to open the remainder 
of said reservation to settlement. 

Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas. 

e Committee on Military Affairs 


77 
77 


33 


33 


ay 


For the relief of Amos B. Ferguson. 
Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas 
e Committee on Military Affairs > 
8. No. 28— 


Authorizing the en of bets term by the judge- 
advocates of the several military departments. 
Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas 77 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...-...-....- 77 
a 3 changed to the Committee on Military Affairs... 341 
0. 29— 
For the relief of Robert McRae, Andrew B. James, and Emory 
Clapp, of New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Introduced by Mr. Maxey, of Texas. Oe) n Mae 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 2 77 
8. No. 30— 
For the relief of Silas F. Field, one of the sureties on the 
bond of John G. Halliburton, deceased, late marshal of 
the United States in and for the eastern district of Ar- 


yy 


kansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkansas. $ 77 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 77 


8. No, 31— 
To authorize the payment of fifty per cent. of customs duties 
in legal-tender notés. 


Introduced by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky 77 
Referred to the Committee on Finance. 77 
8. No. 32— 
For the relief of J. M. Micow and others. 
Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri. 77 
Referred tothe Committee on Claim sss. 77 
Reported back with a substitute................-.-.------ 570 
S. No. 33— 
For the relief of R. W. Corbin and others. 
Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri 8 78 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 78 
S. No. 34— 
To pre peny abuses in the sale of postage-stamps and stamped 
envelo 
Introduced by Mr. Edmunds, of Vermont. 78 


Referred to the Committee on Post-Officesand Post-Roads... 78 
S. No. 35 


To repeal the bankrupt law. 
Introduced by Mr. McCreery, of Kentuckyů ..>- 5... ---- 84 
< Ordered to lie on the table 22-22. .05----2-- sses 84 
Amendment presented and, with the bill, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciar . 109 
8. No. 36— 


To reorganize the judici of the District of Columbia and 
to expedite the administration of justice in said District. 
Introduced by Mr. Bayard, of Delaware .............----- 98 
8 Mee to the Committee on the Judiciar y 98 
0. 8 
For the relief of Geo P. Ihrie, late a ter of the 
United States e ‘i Sra 
Introduced by Mr. Burnside, of Rhode Island 98 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 98 


S. No. 38— 
To carry into effect the tenth article of the treaty with the 
Pottawatomie Indians of February 27, 1867. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kanras........-......----. 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
8. No. 39— 
To make certain 1 to the Pottawatomie Indians. 
Introduced b; . Ingalls, of Kansas - 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 


Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 
8 5 Committee on Military Affairs............. 
NO — 

Prescribing an oath of office. 

Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina AYA 
Referred to Committee on the Judieiaryy vit 
8. No. 42— 
Granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war 
with Mexico, and the widows of deceased soldiers. 
Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
8. No. 43— 

Providing for taking testimony and collecting information to 
be used by Congress. 

Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina = 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 
S. No. 44— 

For the relief of Henry Ware, of Lonisiana. 

Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkanas.........--..--..---- 
Referred to the Committee on Claims. 
S. No. 45— 

To extend the provisions of the act entitled“ An act for the 
final adjustment of private land claims in the States of 
Florida, Louisiana, and Missouri, and for other purposes,” 
approved June 22, 1860. 

Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims . 
8. No. 46— 

To enlarge the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims. 
Introduced by Mr, Christiancy, of Michigan............... 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........-... X 

8. No. 47— 

For the relief of Eva Vansant, Henry Carleton, and Maud 

Carleton, children of General James H. Carleton. 


Introduced 285 Sargent, of California 8 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
S. No. 48— 


For the relief of Wiliam T. Turner and Annie Turner, of 
Phillips County, Arkansas, 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Claimss—- +. 20 
8. No. 49— 

For relief of William Porter, of Phillips County, Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkans ass 5 
Referred to the Committee on Claims . 

8. No. 50— 

To establish certain post-routes. 

Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 

8 W to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 
0. 51— 

For Sho- relist of Albert Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Ne- 


Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska. 
Referred to the Committee on Finance...............-..-- 
Reference changed to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
„ . AAN 
Reported back and re- referred tothe Committee on Finance. . 

8. No. 52— 
For the relief of C. H. Frederick, late a lientenant-colonel in 

the Ninth Missouri Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska. 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 

S. No. 53— 
For She 2 of Albert Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Ne- 


raska. 
Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska cence 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 
REMOTING DEOK. awocb= np aces werd eoesuctaussosens sscadhasen 
Considered and passed by the Senate essa gso 
S. No. 54— 

To establish post-routes in the State of Nebraska. 
Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska. .... ...... ...... 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 

S. No. 55— 

For the relief of John W. Douglass. 

Introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Finance rey 


SENATE BILLS. 


8. No. 56— 

To re certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to 
the acquirement of titles to homesteads on the public 
domain by the cultivation of timber. 

Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas 8 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

8. No, 57— 
To provide for the sale, to actual settlers, of a portion of the 


Fort Riley mili reservation, in the State of Kansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

8. No. 58— 


To prevent abuses in respect of the mileage of district attor- 
ole of the United States. 


Introduced by Mr. Edmunds, of Vermont P 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...-.......... 
8. No. 59— 


Authorizing the payment of prize-money to officers of the Far- 
ragut fleet for the destruction of enemy’s vessels in April, 
1862, 


Introduced by Mr. Eaton, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations...... osesaes 
S. No. 60— 
For the relief of owners and purchasers of lands sold for di- 
rect taxes in insurrectionary States. 
Introduced by Mr. Withers, of Virginie 1 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... .......----. 


* 


. No. 61— 
For the relief of the Richmond Female Institute of Richmond, 


Virginia. 
3 by Mr. Withers, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Claims. 
S. No. 62— 
To amend section 146 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, relating to vacancies in the offices of President and 


Vice-President. 
Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Privil and Elections 


Reported back and referred to the select committee on the 
subject of the election of President and Vice-President 
r / neoNepasdenes sahara 

S. No. 63— 

To alter the times prescribed for holding the election for elec- 
tors for President and Vice-President and casting the vote 
in the electoral colleges for President and Vice- ident. 

Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 

Referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections.... 

Reported back and referred to the select committee on the 
subject of the election of President and Vice-President 
Ot the United) R EE aces sacescsh reams omen= 

8. No. 64— 

To repeal section 4716 of the Revised Statutes. 
Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina. 
Referred to 

8. No. 65— 


e Committee on the Judiciary z 


Granting a new register to the schooner Carteret. 
Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce................-- 
Reported back with an amendment and passed by the 
Senate 
8. No. 66— 
For the relief of John Thorns, of Fayette County, in the 
State of Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. k, of Kentucky 
É 5 to the Committee on Claim sss 
. No, 67— 
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69— 
For the relief of William Henry Ward. 
Introduced by Mr. Wadleigh, of New Hampshire 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 
S. No. 70— 
To repeal section 3 of the act entitled “An act to provide for 
the resumption of specie payments,” approved January 
14, 1875. 
Introduced by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky...-......-. as eter 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 
8. No. 71— 
To repeal the act entitled “An act to provide for the resump- 


tion of specie payments.” 
Introduced b . Hereford, of West Virginia ............ 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 


S. No. 72— 
For the relief of the heirs of William A. Graham. 
Introduced by Mr. Johnston, of Virginia 116 
Referred to Committee on Patents 2 i 
8. No. 73— 
For the relief of John A. Darling. 
Introduced by Mr. Hamlin, of Maine esaseces, -116 
8 1 to the Committee on Military Affairs ............ 116 
0. 74— 
Granting a pension to Samuel H. Kelsey. 
Introduced bras Ingalls, of Kansas „„ 116 
Referred to Committee on Pensions 3 116 
S. No. 75— 
Granting a pension to Milton H. Clements. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 3 116 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
S. No. 76— 
annog a pension to Mary Ann McFarland. 
Introduced by Mr. Ing: OP RADEGS RET SO 116 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
S. No. 77— 
Granting pensions to eertain soldiers and sailors of the war 
of 1846 with Mexico, and the widows of deceased soldiers 
and sailors. 
Introduced by Mr, Ingalls, of Kansas 116 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 116 
S. No. 78— 
Granting a pension to Reuben Marshall. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 116 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions........-.--------- 116 
S. No. 79— 
To 72 a pension agency at Topeka, in the State of 
ansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kaus as 116 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 8 116 
S. No. 80— 
To reimburse the State of Kansas for expenses incurred by 
said State for the United States in repelling invasions and 
suppressing Indian hostilities, 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 116 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 116 
8. No. 81— 
For the relief of W. H. Powell. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas —— 2 116 
Referred to the Committee on Claims rr 116 
8. No. 82— 
For the relief of Gustav A. Hesselberger. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 118 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ...... 9 116 
S. No. 83— 
For the relief of Edwin Rogers. 
Introduced by Mr. Dawes, of Massachusetts 116 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 116 
8 Shwe rted back without amendment 2383 
. No. 84— 
To amend certain provisions of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States relating to the transportation of animals. 
Introduced by Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin. 116 
Referred to the Committee on thesJudiciary .............. 116 
8. No. 85— 
For the relief of the executors of the estate of John S. Miller, 
deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Oglesby, of Illinois......-....--- oresse 116 
Referred to the Committee on Financdee 116 
8. No. 86— 
To authorize the coinage of a dollar of 412} grains standard 
silver, and for other purposes, 
Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Nevada 116 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 116 
S. No. 87— 
W the adjudication and payment of certain clai 
upon the fund created by section 15 of chapter 459 of thd 
laws of the Forty-third Congress. 
Introduced by Mr. Matthews, of Ohio 116 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ggg 116 
S. No. &8— 
For the relief of James W. Richard and J. S. Brown and 
Brother, of Denver, Colorado. 
Introduced by Mr. Teller, of Colorado 116 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs - 116 
8. No. 89— 
For the relief of the officers and privates of the Fourth Arkan- 
sas Cavalry Volunteers. 
Introduced Dy Mr. Garland, of Arkansas - 116 
g 3 to the Committee on Military Affairs 116 
No. 90— 
For the relief of Nannie Hall. 
Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 116 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 116 


192 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


8. No. 91— 

For the relief of Gallus Kerchner. 
Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
Reported back adversely and postponed indefinitely ...... 

8. No. 92— 

For the relief of William T. Pate and Silas Q. Howe. 
Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 

S. No. 93— 

Making further appropriation for the purpose of continuing 
the construction of canal and locks at the Cascades of the 
Columbia River, inthe State of Oregon. 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon «ieee ° 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
8. No. 94— 

Authorizing the construction of range-lights on Sand Island, 
at the mouth of the Columbia River. 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon ee 
Referred to the Committee on Conimer c -.----------- 
S. No. 95— 

Authorizing the construction of a first-class light-house on 
Tillamook Head, Oregon. 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon 5 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
8. No. 96— 

For the relief of Junius T. Turner. 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon 
8 oe to the Committee on Military Affairs 
No. 97— 

Authorizing the Secretary of War to grant permission to the 

proprietors of salmon-fisheries now located on Three 
ree Point military reservation, on the Columbia River, 
in Washington Territory, to remain on said reservation. 
Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

8. No. 98— 

To divide the State of Nebraska into two judicial districts. 
Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 

8. No. 99— 

For the relief of the estate of Amos Ireland, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Conover, of Florida. 
Referred to the Committee on Claim 
Reported back without amendment 
Considered and passed by the Senate 

S. No. 100— 

For the relief of the heirs of Chauncy M. Lockwood. 

Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 
ai ee to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 
Yo. — 5 

For the relief of Susan J. Berry. 

Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas.......-.......---- 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
S. No. 102— 

For the relief of the legal representatives of James L. Clem- 
ens, deceased. 

Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas..... 3 8 
Referred to the Committee*on Claims 
8. No. 103— 

Additional to section 1000 of the Revised Statutes. 
Introduced by Mr. Davis, of Illinois.................----- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ....-......... 

8. No. 104— 

Amending section 1661, title XVI, (“ The Militia,”) of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Coke, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
S. No. 105— 

To provide lawful note and coin currency for the United States. 

1 uced by Mr. Wallace, of Pennsylvania 
ferred to the Committee on Finance jésus 
8. No. 106— 

To authorize a long bond for the investment of savings, 
Introduced by Mr. Wallace, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Finance.......-..---.------ 
Amendment submitted and referred 

8. No. 107— 

To enable Indians to become citizens of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Introduced 2 Mr. Ingalls, of Kausas 
Referred to tha Committee on Military Affairs.. 


S. No. 109— 

Defining the manner in which certain land-scrip may be as- 
signed and located or applied by actual settlers, and pro- 
viding for the issue of patents in the name of the locator 
or his 1 60 representative. 

Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
8. No. 110— 

To provide for the further distribution of the moneys received 
under the Geneva award. 

Introduced by Mr. Kernan, of New Tork 
5 1 to the Committee on the Judiciary 
No. 111— 

Re-establishing the court of commissioners of Alabama claims, 
and for the distribution of the unappropriated moneys 
of the Geneva award. 

Introduced by Mr. Kernan, of New Vork. =F 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............-. 
S. No. 112— 

To make an additional article of war. 

Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
S. No. 113— 

Establishing certain post-roads in the State of Kansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 

8. No. 114— 
To provide for the survey of a ship-channel in the bay of Mo- 
bile, from the city of Mobile to the lower anchorage. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
S. No. 115— 

To establish certain routes in Alabama. 

Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 
S. No. 116— 

Authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to adjust and settle 

the debt due the United States by the State of Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Finance ETAT 

8. No. 117— 

For the relief of distillers of spirits by the refunding and re- 
payment of moneys expended or paid and deposited by 
them for Tice meters, 

Introduced by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky............-...+- 
Referred to the Committee on Finance......... 
S. No. 118— 

For the relief of Elizabeth Carson. 

Introduced by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky oe 
Referred to the Committee on Claims. 
8. No. 119— 

For the relief of Théophile Bruguier and John Goewey. 
Introduced by Mr. Conkling, of New York ...........---- 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs > 

S. No. 120— 

Authorizing and directing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issne an American register to the Canadian-built propeller 
East by the name of Kent. 

Introduced by Mr. Conkling, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee on Commercce 
S. No. 121— 

For the relief of the legal representatives of Charles E. Hedges, 
deceased. 

Introduced by Mr. Allison, of Iow-wr aa 3 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
S. No. 122— 

Granting a pension to John S. Corlett. 

In uced by Mr. Allison, of Io Wa. sen 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions. ...............--. 
S. No: 123— 

To enable bona fide settlers upon the public lands of the United 
States to locate upon and purchase a tract of timber-land 
not exceeding forty acres to cach settler. 


Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of O; T 
Referred to the Committee on Public Land 
S. No. 124— 


Authorizing the construction of a light-house at the mouth of 
the Umpqua River, on the Pacific Ocean, coast of Oregon. 
Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon 
Referred to the Committee on Commere .....----- 
S. No. 125— 

To change the name of the steamer George W. Elder to Col- 

umbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon 


149 
149 


149 


149 


149 
149 


149 
149 


149 


149 


Referred to the Committee on Commerce oo 
S. No. 126— 
To change the name of the steamer City of Chester to Portland. 
Introduced vi Been Mitchell, of Oregon : 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce .......-.--.--.-- 


SENATE BILLS. 


S. No. 127— 
See a pension to Selar B. Decker. 
Introduced by Mr. McDonald, of Indiana. 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 
8 ae rted back adversely and postponed indefinitely...... 
No. 
3 a pension to Freeman Sherman. 
In uced by Mr. Dawes, of Massachusetts. 
e Committee on Pensions............ 5 3 
8. No. 129— 


Donating the military reservation of Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
to the city of Fort Smith, for free schools. 

Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
8. No. 130— 

To establish a pension agency at Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions Pare 

8. No. 131— 

To provide for the publication of the debates in the first Sen- 
ate of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Wallace, of Pennsylvania 4 
Referred to the Committee on Printing 
8. No. 132— 

Granting a pension to Joseph Grigsby. 

Introduced by Mr. Bailey, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 3 
8. No. 133— . 

To create a customs collection district in the State of Colo- 
rado and the Territories of Wyoming, Utah, and New 
Mexico. 

Introduced by Mr. Chaffee, of Colorado 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce assu skos 
8. No. 134— 

Making further appropriations for continuing the improve- 
ments of Galveston Harbor and for continuing the work 
in Galveston Bay, State of Texas. 

Introduced by Mr. Maxey, of Texas 8 
Referred to the Committee on Appropria tions 
8. No. 135— 

For the relief of Edwin Fairfax Gray. 

Introduced by Mr. Maxey, of Texas. štena 

Referred to the Committee on Claims 

Reported back adversely and postponed indefinitely...-.-.. 
8. No. 136— 

To amend so much of an act entitled“ An act making appro- 
priations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved March 3, 1877, as provides for paying 
mail contractors in Southern States before the rebellion. 

Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkansas 8 8 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations............. 
S. No. 137— 

Granting indemnity to States for swamp land sold by the 
United States, 

Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkansas . 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
8. No. 138— 

For the relief of settlers on the public lands under the pre- 
emption laws. 

Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska. 4 

Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

Reported back with an amendment. 
8. No. 139— 

Supplemental to an act entitled “An act for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives to Congress among the several 
States according to the ninth census. 

Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska. 
Referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
S. No. 140— 

To punish parties for stealing property belonging to Indians 
who are in ch of an Indian agent, &&. 

Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Reported back and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


To amend an act entitled “ An act to amend and supplement 
an act entitled ‘ An act to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States’ approved 
re h 2, 1367, and for other purposes,” approved June 22, 

Introduced be 15 Matthews, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar > 
8. No. 142— 


To ae section 1244 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
tates. 

Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama. 

e Committee on Military Affairs. 


Referred to 


8. No. 143— 
To establish certain post-roads in Dakota Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama 168 
5 5 to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 168 
No. 
To establish the Territory of Lincoln, and to provide a tem- 
porary government therefor. 
Introduced by Mr. Saunders, of Nebraska ences 168 
Referred to the Committee on Territories 168 
8. No. 145— 
For the relief of Edwin A. Clifford. 
Introduced by Mr. Oglesby, of Ilinois...........-....-... 168 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 168 
Reported bak 28 . 521 
Considered and passed by the Senat. 99 - S71 
S. No. 146— 
To amend section 5391 of the Revised Statutes, as to certain 
offenses, and the punishment thereof. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 3 168 
8 5 to the Committee on the Judic iar 168 
. No. 147— 
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to declare forfeit- 
ures of railroad grants in certain cases. 
Introduced by Mr. Booth, of California..... „ 168 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ........ 33 168 
S. No. 148 
To confirm the term, for the period of seventeen years from 
we date of its original grant, of the patent of Thomas A. 
eston. 
Introduced by Mr. Booth, of California.............-..---- 168 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 168 
S. No. 149— 
For the relief of Charles B. Varney. 
Introduced by Mr. Hamlin, of Maine...... Quester <rencen - 168 
Referred to the Committee on Claims. 168 
eee 362 
S. No. 150— 
For the relief of M. P. Jones. 
Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon 33 168 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 168 
S. No, 151— 
To amend section 2306 of the Revised Statutes. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas - 168 
Referred to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws... 168 
9 8 back and referred to Committee on Public Lands.. 207 
No. 15 
For the relief of certain settlers upon homestead and pre- 
emption lands. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 168 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 10 
S. No. 153— 
To organize the judicial district of Oklahoma, and establish 
courts of the United States therein. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 168 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 168 
S. No. 154— f 
To fix the date of the meeting of the first regular session of 
the Forty-fifth Congress. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas - 168 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..... 8 168 
S. No. 155— 
For the relief of George B. Upton, exeentor, and Ann C. Up- 
ton, executrix, of the will of George B. Upton, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Hoar, of Massachusetts. 168 
Referred to the Committee on Claims TETTE 168 
S. No. 156— 
For the relief of John M. Goodhue. š 
Introduced by Mr. Hoar, of Massachusetts. 168 
S 1238 to the Committee on Military Affairs 163 
No. 157— 
Providing for the coinage of silver dollars, and for making 
the same a legal tender. 
Introduced by Mr. Hereford, of West Virginia 168 
Referred to the Committee on Finance EAEL - 168 
S. No. 158— 
Granting a pension to Joseph Rouleau. 
Introduced by Mr. McMillan, of Minnesota oscons 168 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 168 
S. No. 159— 
To donate a portion of the military reservation of Fort Larned 
ta the State of Kansas for the establishment of an educa- 
tional or charitable institution, and to open the remainder 
of said reservation to settlement. 
Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas oe e ace 168 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 168 
8. No. 160— 
Granting a pension to Thomas Beaumont. 
In uced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kaus ass. 291 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions.........--.------. 201 
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8. No. 161— 

For the relief of Charles W. Biese. 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

S. No. 162— . 
For the relief of James Clift. 
Introduced by Mr, Harris, of Tennessee... ..-. 5 ar Te 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
8. No. 163— a 
For le of Brannin, Summers & Co., of Louisville, Ken- 
tacky. 
Tnirodased by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky s 
Referred to Committee on Finance 
8. No. 164— 


Making an appropriation to pay over to the State of Texas the 
residue Tt the five millions reserved for satisfaction of 
that portion of the public debt of the late republic of 
Texas for which the duties on the imports of said repub- 
lic were specially pledged, being the balance remaining 
after payman, of said debt. 
Introduced by Mr. Coke, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Claims. 
S. No. 165— 
To reimburse the State of Texas for expenses incurred by said 
State in repelling invasions of Indians and Mexicans. 
Introduced by Mr. Coke, of Texas. 
ieee to fe Committee on Military Affairs 
8. No, 166— 
Making an appropriation for deepening the channel of the 
Hillsborough iver, in the State of Florida. 
Introduced by Mr. Conover, of Florida. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce TETT 
8. No. 167— 
Granting a pension to William S. Grow. 
In uced by Mr. McMillan, of Minnesota .......... 3 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions . 
8. No. 168— : 
For the relief of Ana M. Rolas y Robaldo, widow of Francisco 
Robaldo, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 5 
8. No. 169— 
For the relief of Dr. John B. Read. 
Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska. a 
Referred to tho Committee on Military Affairs. & 
8. No. 170— 
For ag relief of Frederick W. Ruggles, of West Port, Nova 
tia. 
Introduced by Mr. Windom, of Minnesota 3 
Referred to the Committee on Claims aaa 
8. No. 171— 
For the relief of Enoch Totten, administrator of the estate of 
William A. Loyd, d 
Reported by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin, from the Commit- 


——— — 


Annen iannessacuespuusaussdanceaae 8 
S. No. 172— ; 
To establish a post-road. 
Introduced by Mr. Sargent, of California a 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads-. 


8. No. 173— 

For the relief of the Louisville Transfer Company, of Lonis- 
ville, Kentucky, and the Cincinnati Transfer Company, 
of Cincinnati, Obio. 

Introduced by Mr. Wadleigh, of New Hampshire 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8. No. 174— > 
. For the relief of Thomas B. Hunt. 
Introduced by Mr. Windom, of Minnesota. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
8. No. 175— 

To establish certain post-roads in North Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 

8. No. 176— 

To establish a post-route in the State of Nebraska. 
Introduced by Mr. Saunders, of Nebraska 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 

S. No. 177— 

Providing for a disbursing officer for the Congressional Print- 
ing Office. 

Introduced by Mr. Anthony, of Rhode Island 
Referred to the Committee on Printing 
8. No. 178— 

To remove all restrictions now existing in regard to enlist- 

ments of the colored citizen in any arm of the United 


States Army. 
Introduced 8 Burnside, of Rhode Island. Sante 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
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S. No. 179— 
To authorize the taking of certain parcels of land for the 
ublic use at the intersection of Pennsylvania and Mary- 
nd avenues on the west front of the Capitol grounds. 


Introduced by Mr. Morrill, of Vermont Ar E E «- 202 

Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 202 

Reported back with amendment 303, 305 

Considered and passed by the Senate 33 342, 345 
S. No. 180— 


To provide for a building for the use of the post-office, the 
nited States circuit and district courts, and other Gov- 
ernment offices at Topeka, Kansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas. 202 
M 5 to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 202 
0. 181— 
To provide for the examination of claimants for pension, and 
for the appointment of a corps of examining surgeons. 


` Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 8 202 
5 Saget tits to the Committee on Pensions. 202 
. No. 182— 


Extending the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims of the United 
States, and for other 1 
Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon . 202 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 202 
S. No. 183— 

To establish a post-road in North Carolina. 

Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 207 
Referred to the Committee on Post- Offices and Post-Roads.. 
S. No. 184— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Navy to transfer to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, for entry and sale, all lands in the 
State of Florida not needed for naval purposes. 

Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida 3 207 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 207 
S. No. 185— 

To amend section 2931 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States so as to allow repayment by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the to -tax where it has been exacted 
in contravention of treaty provisions. 

Introduced by Mr. Conkling, of New Tork 207 
Referred to the Committee on Finance.. - 208 
S. No. 186— : 
To provide forthe settlement of tax-lien certificates erroneous] 
issued by the late authorities of the District of Columbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
S. No. 187— 
Authorizing the Commissioner of Patents to rehear the appli- 


cation of Stephen V. Benét for patent for cartridges. 
Introduced by Mr. Burnside, of Rhode Island. 208 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 208 


S. No. 188— 
Amendatory of the act entitled “An act for the relief of the 
heirs and next of kin of James B. Armstrong, deceased,” 
approved March 3, 1873. 


Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri — ina 208 
Referred to the Committee on Claims RRRS 208 
S. No. 189— 


To amend the record of military service of Seth Bonney. 
Introduced by Mr. Gordon, of Georgia . .........-.-...-.-. 208 


Referred to the Committee on Military 5 UUs 
S. No. 190— 

For relief of D. Dickson and others, of Van Buren, Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas. 208 
Referred to the Committee on Claims waudgucbey 2 208 

8. No. 191— 

For the relief of John Fletcher. 

Introduced by Mr. McDonald, of Indiana 208 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 208 
8. No. 192— 

Providing for the printing and distribution of the Biennial 
Register. 

Introduced by Mr. Anthony, of Rhode Island 245 
Referred to the Committee on Prin ting 7 245 
a = — back, considered, and passed by the Senate . 414, 415 

No. 

To amend section 4220 of yt ie 3 of title 43 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, entitled “Regulation of 
Commerce and Navigation.” 

Introduced by Mr. Windom, of Minnesota 246 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 246 
S. No. 194— 

For the relief of Harry Fones. 

Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas „ 245 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 246 
8. No. 195— 

To declare certain lands subject to taxation. 

Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas 246 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 246 


SENATE BILLS. 


8. No. 196— 
To further define the rights of persons with respect to home- 
stead entries on the public domain. 
Introduced by Mr. Plumb, of Kansas „ 
e Committee on Public Lands 


8. No. 198— 
Amending the laws granting pensions to the soldiers and 
sailors of the war of 1812, and their widows, and for other 


Introduced b Mr. Kernan, of New York.............---- 85 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 3 
8 No. 199— 
For the relief of L. H. and G. C. Schneider. 
Introduced by Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin . 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
S. No. 200— 
For the relief of William T. Duvall. 
Introduced by Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8. No. 201— 
For the relief of John L. Williams, sole heir of Eleazer Will- 


ams, 
Introduced 2 Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin ERY 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
8. No. 202— 

For the relief of D. G. and D. A. Sanford. 4 
Introduced by Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin .........--......-- 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

8. No. 203— 

Concerning commerce and navigation, and the regulation of 

steam-vessels and sailing-vessels. 


Introduced by Mr. Howe, of Wisconsin ............ j sesse - 246 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce ..........-..--.- 246 
8. No. 204— 
To apply the proceeds of sales of public lands to the educa- 


tion of the people, and for the encouragement and 0 5 
the 


of colleges for the advancement of agriculture an 
mechanic arts. 
Introduced by Mr. Morrill, of Vermont 
Referred to Committee on Education and Labor.. 
8. No. 205— 

Granting an increase of pension to William Winans. 

In uced by Mr. Rollins, of New Hampshire — 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 8 
8. No. 206— 

For the relief of James Birney. 

Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8. No. 207— 

Explanatory of section 1889 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, and to ratify and confirm certain Territo- 
rial legislation. 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon.... 2.2... 2222. cece 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.... ........- > 
S. No. 208— 

ee certain post. routes in the State of Oregon. 

In uced by Mr. Mitchell, of O; n z 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 
8. No. 209— 
For the relief of the trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Theo- 
logical Seminary and High School in Virgini 
Introduced by Mr. Withers, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8. No, 210— 

For the relief of J. A. Stevenson. 

Introduced 5 Bf Dorsey, of Arkansas 
Referred to Committee on Claims 
S. No. 211— 

To appropriate money to improve the Mississippi River from 
the crossing of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and Saint Paul 
Railway Bridge above the city of La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
to the mouth of Root River, below said city. 


Introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin Preece nena 246 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 246 
8. No. 212— 
Granting a pension to Charles H. Frederick, 
Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska 5 246 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 246 
S. No. 213— 
To survey the Austin-Topolovampo Pacific route. 
Introduced by Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska 3 246 
Referred to the Committee on Railroads 883 246 


8. No. 214— 
For the relief of G V. Hebb. 
Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama au basen one 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
Title correct ell S eee . ses 
8. No. 215— j 
To authorize the Secretary of War to issue certain arms to the 
1238 Light Infantry of Charleston, South Caro- 
n 


— 
Introduced by Mr. Gordon, of Georgia — OSRA 246 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........ conse 246 

8. No. 216— 
For the relief of James A. Heard. 
Introduced by Mr. Gordon, of Georgia. 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8. No. 217— ; 
For the relief of John A. Shaw. 
Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri . 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............. 
S. No. 218— 
To create a circuit court for the districts of Arkansas, and for 


other pu a 
Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkansas 3 283 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary z 
S. No. 219— 

To establish the judicial district of Oklahoma. 

Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
S. No. 220— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase a lot 
of land for the use of the Government in Providence, 
Rhode Island. 

Introduced by Mr. Anthony, of Rhode Island.............. 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. -. 

8 es iene back with an amendment and passed by Senate 
o. 221— 

Granting a pension of $50 a month to Mary Kirby Smith 

Eaton during her widowhood. 1 
Introduced by Mr. Edmunds, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions x 

S. No. 222— 

For the relief of Henry Warren. 

Introduced by Mr. Maxey, of Texas 

Referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Reference changed to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
8. No. 223— 

Granting a pension to Mrs. Janet Scott West. 

Introduced by Mr. Withers, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 22 
S. No. 224— 

To aid the Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin to obtain sub- 
sistence by agricultural pursuits, and to promote their 
civilization. 

Introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin 8 5 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
8. No. 225— 
To repeal an act entitled “An act for the relief of Nancy 8. 
Ledford,” wel ahs March 3, 1871. 
Introdu by r. Ingalls, of Kansas. 1222 
e Committee on Pensions 
Reported back.. „„ 
Considered and passed by the Senate 
S. No. 226— 

To repeal an act entitled “An act to incorporate the National 
Capital Insurance Company,” and to provide for winding 
up the affairs of said inco: tion. 

Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas.........-....--.-... 
A 3 to the Committee on the Distriet of Columbia 
No. 227— 2 


246 


570 


Introduced by Mr. Matthews, of Ohio . 
Referred to the Committee on Finance ee 
8. No, 229— 

For the relief of the Deposit Savings Association of Mobile, 
Alabama. 

Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama A 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
S. No. 230— 

To authorize and enable the eastern band of the Cherokee In- 
dians to institute and prosecute a suit in the Court of 
Claims against the Cherokee Nation. 

Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
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Page. 
S. No, 231— 
For the relief of Herman E. Davidson and the heirs of Charles 
H. Davidson. 
Introduced by Mr. Hoar, of Massachusetts. 283 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 283 
S. No. 232— 
For the relief of Samuel Noble. 
Introduced by Mr. Gordon, of Georgia shade hse eae 283 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 283 
8. No, 233— 
For the relief of John E. Catlett. 
Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri . 305 
Referred to the Committee on Claim. 305 
8. No. 234— 
For the relief of Thomas B. Wallace. 
Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri „25 
Referred to the Committee on Claims. 305 
8. No. 235— 


For the relief of Joseph Kinney, administrator of David Bal- 
lentine, of Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Claims. 
8. No. 236— 
For the relief of William Morrison. 
Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri 8 
Referred to the Committee on Claim sss. 
S. No. 237— 
To authorize the payment of customs duties in legal-tender 
notes, 
Introduced by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky. ....... AELS 
Referred to the Committee on Financ 
8. No. 238— 
To extend the time for the construction and completion of 


the Northern Pacific Railroad; and, by a justment 
of the grante without increasing the appropriation, to 
secure the construction of the Portland, Salt Lake, and 
South Pass Railroad. 
Introduced by Mr, Mitchell, of Oregon ence bsyee en 
S. No. 239— 


Providing for the removal of the Walla Walla, Cayuses, and 
Umatilla tribes and bands of Indians to a permanent res- 
ervation, and to open to settlement the Umatilla reserva- 
tion in Oregon. 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
S. No. 240— 

To indemnify the heirs and legal representatives of John Rice 
Jones, deceased, for the lands sold and otherwise appro- 
priated by the United States within the limits of certain 
confirmed private land claims in the State of Illinois, and 
to quiet titles. 

Tn uced by Mr, Allison, of Iowa..........-.-....------ 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
S. No. 241— . 

For the relief of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, at 

Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Hereford, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 

8. No. 242— 

In relation to the jurisdiction of district courts in the Terri- 
tory of Utah in matters of divorce. 

Introduced by Mr. Dawes, of Massachusetts 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary g 
8. No, 243— 

For the relief of Prudence Pierce and Vanness Pierce. 
Introduced by Mr, Sargent, of California We 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...... 3 

B. No. 244— 

Granting a pension to Frederick Banker, a private in the late 
civil war. 

Introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin............---- 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 
8. No. 245— 

For the relief of J. D. Graham. 

Introduced by Mr. Oglesby, of Mlinois.................--. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
8. No. 246— 

To correct commencement of renewal of pension of Anna 
Brasel, widow of David Brasel, sergeant in Captain Gor- 
don’s company, Colonel Neai’s regiment, Illinois Mounted 
Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Oglesby, of IIlinoĩsssss . 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
8. No. 247— 

In aid of the agricultural and mechanical colleges of the sev- 
eral States. 

{Introduced by Mr. Coke, of Texas.......---....--.--.-..- 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 


S. No. 248— 

To establish a Department of Commerce. 

Introduced by Mr. Windom, of Minnesota.............-.. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
S. No. 249— 

To amend certain sections of titles 48 and 52 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, concerning “ Commerce and 
Navigation and the Regulation of Steam-Vessels.“ 

Introduced by Mr. Burnside, of Rhode Island 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce.......... — 
S. No. 250— 

For the relief of the National Bank of Western Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Claims....................- 

. Tor the relief of Henry M. V. Harry C. Chase, 
or the relief of Hen ance and fe of Lit- 
tle Rock, Acicaneas 
Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkans ass. 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
8. No. 252— 

For the relief of W. D. Rollyson. 

Introduced pi Mr. Hereford, of West Virginia 
e Committee on Military Affairs 
8. No. 253— 


To refund to the State of Georgia certain money expended by 
said State for the common defense in 1777. 
Introduced by Mr. Hill, of Georgia ster sukas 
8 3 to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
. No, 254— 
To amend section 764 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, and to enlarge the right of appeal in habeas corpus 


cases, 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Tennesse — 341 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar ..--.-.------- 
8. No. 255— 

For the relief of Miriam L. Gager. f 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 

8. No. 256— 

For the relief of Israel Yount. 

Introduced by Mr. Allison, of IowW' uũꝶꝶ 
Referred to the Committee on Claim ses 
S. No. 257 — 

To amend section 4200 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, relating to clearances of ships and vessels bound 
to foreign ports. 

Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida..........-...-.-.--. A 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
S. No. 258— 

To retrocede to the State of Florida jurisdiction over lands 
reserved for a dock-yard in the county of Escambia in 
said State. 

Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida ..-........-..--2.---- 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
S. No. 259— 

To revive and extend the provisions of an act approved June 
8, 1872, granting the right of way through the public 
lands of the United States to the Pensacola and Louis- 
ville Railroad Company of Alabama. 

Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida...-.........---.----- 

Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

Reported back with amendmentsss 
8. No. 260— 

For the relief of H. A. Myers. 

Introduced by Mr. Plamb, of Kansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs i 
8. No. 261— 

For the enforcement of judgments and decreesin other States 
than those where rendered or made. 

Introduced by Mr. Matthews, of Ohio......---...----..-- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 
S. No. 262— 

To authorize the President of the United States to promote 
and retire First Lieutenant David I. Ezekiel, of the Fourth 
Regiment of Infantry, United States Army. 

Introduced by Mr. Teller, of Colorado 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............ 
8. No. 263— 
To provide for a survey of an inland water route and canal 
from the Mississippi River to the Atlantic Ocean. 
Introduced by Mr. Conover, of Florida 
Referred to the Committee on Transportation Routes to 
II T pone decsnach ens 
S. No. 264— 

For the relief of the heirs of General William Thompson, of 
the Revolutionary Army. 

Introduced by Mr. Conover, of Florida 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 


SENATE BILLS. 


8. No. 265— 

To remit taxes on insolvent savings-banks, 

Introduced by Mr. Davis, of Illinois ........-.-..-------- 
Keferred to the Committee on Finance. 
8. No. 266— = 

For the relief of Mrs. Mary T. Duncan, 
Introduced by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 

8. No, 267— 1 } 

In relation to distilling and rectifying spirits. 

Introduced by Mr. McDonald, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Finance e s 

8. No. 268— 

Authorizing a general account of advances for naval appro- 
priations. 

Introduced by Mr. Sargent, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

8. No. 269— 

To establish certain post-routes in the State of Colorado. 
Introdaced by Mr. Chaffee, of Colorado 3 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

8. No. 270— 
To authorize the election of a Delegate to Congress from the 
Indian Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkansas EIE EAA 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs..... APRS NIRAS 
8. No. 271— 
For the relief of W. B. Gasa, Michael Callaghan, and the es- 
tate of John Waters, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Garland, of Arkanzas 
Referred to the Committee on Claims..............--..-.-. 
8. No. 272— A 
To incorporate the Citizens’ Gas-Light Company, of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, 
Introduced by Mr. Kernan, of New Tork A 
Referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
8. No. 273— 4 
To encourage and protect the shipping interest and to revive 
American commerce, 
Introduced by Mr. Eaton, of Connecticut — 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 
8. No. 274— 

To allow American registry to foreign-built vessels. 
Introduced by Mr. Eaton, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce..........-.-.---- 

S. No. 275— 
To anthorize the establishment of mail steamship service be- 
tween the United States and foreign countries. 
Introduced by Mr. Eaton, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 
S. No. 276— 
To amend title 53 of the Revised Statutes, relating to “ Mer- 
chant Seamen.” 
Introduced by Mr. Conkling, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 5> 
8. No. 277— 
In addition to an act for the relief of Obadiah B. Latham and 
Oliver S. Latham, eperaved March 3, 1863. 
Introduced by Mr. Conkling, of New Tork Senuk 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8. No. 278— 
For the relief of Charles W. Denton. 
Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon Sele 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs A 
8. No. 279— 
To authorize the construction of a bridge across the Missis- 
sippi at Memphis, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas Ke ERT Ty 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
8. No. 280— 
Making an appropriation for the improvement of the Arkansas 
River by removing the bar opposite Fort Smith. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
S. No, 281— 
For the relief of Captain Gaines Lawson, of the United States 


Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Bailey, of Tennessee........-.-.-.--..- 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

S. No. 282— 

For the relief of John S. Logan. 

Introduced by Mr. Kirkwood, of Io-W-W ũꝓ-ꝓ q«) s.-s.. .-.- 02- -- 363 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 52 
S. No. 283— 

To provide for the settlement and payment of arrearages dne 
to certain persons for services actually done for the 
United States in Southern States prior to late civil war. 

Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 


S. No, 284— 
To authorize the appointment of a commission to visit Europe- 
an countries, and report on forestry and tree-planting. 
Tutroduced bg Mr, Paddock, of Nebraska 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture... 
8. No. 285— 

Granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas....... 4 . 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 8 

S. No. 286— 

Granting a pension to David Torpey. 

Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas AOE - 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions a 

S. No. 287— 
Granting a pension to John C. Hughes, late private in Com- 

pany H, Marine Regiment United States Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 

8. No. 288— 
For tho relief of Gibbes & Co., ôf Charleston, South Caro- 


ina. 
Introduced by Mr. Wadleigh, of New Hampshire 
Referred to the Committee on Claims..............---...- 
S. No. 289— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register 

and change the name of the schooner Captain Charles 

- Robbins to Minnie. 
Introduced by Mr. Hamlin, of Maine sa see 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Reported back, considered, and passed by the Senate 
Considered and passed by the House- 
Exoinined- dend succes csopecenca 565, 569 
Approved by the President deletes en 650 
S. No. 290. 
For the relief of James D. Holman, of Oregon. 
Reported by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon, from the Committee 
Men AS e ELA chicas . 387 
Considered and passed by the Senat 570, 805 
S. No. 291— 

To remove the political disabilities of Charles W. Field, of 
King George County, Virginia. 

Reported by Mr. Edmunds, of Vermont, from the Commit- 
eon The Judi 887 
Considered and passed by the Senate o .. 415 
Considered and passed by the House beh nab ahoz 458 
Examined and signed „ 595.500 
ray e by the President - 650 

8. No. 292— 

For the relief of Assistant Engineer Howard D. Potts, United 
States Navy. 

Introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Aifairs...... 3 

8. No. 293— 
To authorize the payment of prize-money to the captors of the 

- steamboat New Erie Number Five, and cargo. 

Introduced by Mr. Oglesby, of Illinois 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 3 

8. No. 204— 

To create the northern judicial district of the State of Texas, 
and to chango the eastern and western judicial districts 
of said State, and to fix the time and places of holding 
courts in said districts. 

Introduced by Mr. Coke, of Texas . akon Baer 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ..... eee 
S. No. 295— 

For tho relief of William C. Edmonston. 
Introduced hy Mr. Spencer, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on Claims winded 

S. No, 206— 

Granting a pension to John W. Thornton. 

Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas ossoa 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 
S. No. 297— 

To extend the provisions of an act entitled “ An act to provide 
compensation for services of George Morell in adjusting 
titles to land in Michigan.“ 

Introduced by Mr. Christiancy, of Michigan 3 
Referred to the Committee on Claims op escese 
S. No. 298— 

To grant additional homesteads to settlers upon the public 
Jands in the States of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and Florida. 

Introduced by Mr. Conover, of Florida 55 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. . 
8. No. 299— 
For 8 PA ief of the Baptist Relief Association of Puget 
und. 
Introduced by Mr. Hoar, of Massachusetts. 
Referred to the Committee on Commer ee . 


— enw ween 


337 


387 


198 


8. No 300— 
To amend the statutes in relation to patents, and for other 
p s 
ESET by Mr. Wadleigh, of New Hampshire ee 
5 3 to Committee on Patents 
0. 301— 


Authorizing the purchase of the picture known as “ The Po- 
laris in her winter quarters in Robeson Channel.” 
Introduced by Mr. Hamlin, of Maine 
Referred to the Committee on the Library ..........--- ses 
8. No. 302— `: 

For the relief of Sallie I. Gay. 

Introduced by Mr. McDonald, of Indiana 8 F: 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
8. No, 303— 

For the relief of Benjamin H. Jenkins. 
Introduced i hat Withers, of Virginia — — couse 4 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 

8 ditures in the N 
o regulate expenditures in the Navy. 
Introduced hy bark Sargent, of California 
Referred to Committee on Naval Affairs = 
8. No. 305— 

For the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Fran- 
çois Cazeau. 

Introduced by Mr. Patterson, of South Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
8. No. 306— 

Amendatory of the act entitled “An act ting lands to aid 
in the construction of a railroad an 2 line from 
88 to Astoria and MeMinnville, in the State of 

regon. 
Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon .......-.---..----- 
Referred to the Committee on Railroads 8 
S. No. 307— 

9 an additional land district in the Territory of Idaho. 

ntrodu 


For the relief of Joseph N. Lewis. 

Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri 5 -> 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 5 

8. No. 309— 
Fixing the salaries of the judges of the district courts of the 

nited States. 

Introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin PAS 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

8. No. 310— 

For the relief of John H. Russell. 

Introduced by Mr. Christiancy, of Michigan 
R Mea to Committee on Private Land Claims = 
o. 311— 

To fully pay the damages due to William Wheeler Hubbell. 
Introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania............. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

8. No, 312— 
For the relief of Robert Coles. 
Introduced by Mr. Kirkwood, of Io W a... 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands s 
8. No. 313— 
To re an act authorizing the coinage of a twenty-cent 
iece of silver. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 
8. No. 314— 

For the relief of John R. Bond. 

Introduced by Mr. Dennis, of Maryland 5 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs ewe 

8. No. 315— 
Authorizing the change of the name of the ship Samuel G. 


Reported by Mr. Conkling, of New York, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and passed by the Senate 
S. No. 316— 
To remove the political disabilities of Charles S. Scott, of 
Wilcox Spey Alabama. 
T: 


Introduced b Morgan, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........---..-. 
S. No. 317— 

Providing for the payment of certain clerks therein named. 
Introduced b r. Sargent, of California 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations. ....-.-..-..-- 

8. No. 318— 


To 3 the Citizens’ Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
of Washington, District of Columbia. 

Introduced by Mr. Eaton, of Connecticnt......--. 3 

Referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
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S. No. 319— 
For the relief of the Metropolitan police force of the District 
of Columbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Dennis, of 3 5 
Referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
S. No. 320— 


Amendatory of the act to incorporate the Capitol, North O 
Street, and South Washington Railway Company. 
Introduced 3 Dorsey, of Arkansas 
5 sanoa to Committee on the District of Columbia. 
0. 321— 

To establish a post-route in Missouri. 

Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missonr ii 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 
S. No. 322— 
For the relief of James O. Robertson. 
Introduced by Mr, Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
S. No. 323— 
Granting a pension to the widow of the late Commodore Ben- 
. jamin J. Totten, United States Navy. 
Introduced by Mr. Anthony, of Rhode Island. 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 
S. No. 324— 

For the relief of Dr. J. J. Gibson. 

Introduced by Mr. Lamar, of Mississippi. 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
8. No. 325— 

For the relief of Thomas Poultney. 

Introduced by Mr. Whyte, of Maryland 2 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
S. No. 326— 

To amend the act entitled An act to incorporate the Wash- 
ington Market Company.” 

Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama. s 
Referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
S. No. 327— 

In relation to the affairs of the Washington Market Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 

8. No. 328— 

Granting a pension to Mrs. Esther A. George. 

In uced by Mr. Wadleigh, of New Hampshire 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions .........-......... 
8. No. 329— 

To remove the political disabilities of Frank C. Armstrong. 
Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 

S. No. 330— 

Explanatory of section 1889 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, and to ratify and confirm certain territo- 
rial legislation, and for other pu ` 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........ * 
S. No. 331— 

To establish an educational fund, and to apply the proceeds 

of the public lands to the education of the people. 
Introduced by Mr. Hoar, of Massachusetts 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor....... 
8. No. 332— x 

Authorizing the extension of letters-patent to the heirs of 
Benjamin F. Rice, and for other purposes. 

Introduced by Mr. Booth, of California 
Referred to the Committee on Patents saad eke 4 
8. No. 333— 

For the relief of Thomas J. Choate, Erastus Foster, Milton Ladd, 
Clarence E. Haney, William A. Hill, Kneeland F. Hucka- 
by, and William Blackburn, late privates in Company F, 
Third Regiment Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs... 
8. No. 334— . 
For the relief of William Bowlin, late of Company L, Second 
Arkansas Cavalry. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
S. No. 335— y 
To provide for cheap transportation of freight between tide- 
wateron or near the Atlantic Ocean and the Ohio and 

Mississippi Sues 

Introduced by Mr. McPherson, of New Jersey 

Referred to the Committee on Railroads 
S. No, 336— 
For the relief of Nathaniel McKay. 
Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs........... maw 


Page. 


549 
549 


549 
549 
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Page. 
8. No. 337— 
For the relief of Thomas H. Halsey, paymaster United States 


Army. 
2 by Mr. Morrill, of Vermont e 549 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 549 
8. No. 338— 
To remove the political disabilities of J. H. Carter, of South 
Carolina. ; 
Introduced by Mr. Gordon, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
S. No. 339— s 
For the relief of William Bowen, of the District of Columbia. 
Introduced by Mr. White, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
S. No. 340— 
For the relief of William F. Grove. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 570 
S. No. 341— 
For the relief of Charles H. Moseley. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 2 
8. No. 342— 
For the relief of Phebe Henrietta Groesbeck. 
Introduced by Mr. Maxey, of Texas serwas EEA 
Referred to the Committee on Claims 
S. No. 343— 
To amend sections 649 and 714 of the Revised Statutes, in re- 
lation to issues of fact in civil cases and retirement of 


—ękp—ê. « —2 — 


as 
Introduced by Mr. Armstrong, of Missouri —— 570 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............-. 570 
B. No. 344— 
To provide for ascertaining and settling private land claims 


n certain States and Territories. 
Introduced by Mr. Armstrong, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
8. No. 345— 
For the relief of Nathaniel G. Smith. 
Introduced by Mr. McPherson, of New Jersey 7 
Referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.. 
8. No. 346— 
W tho claim of Benjamin Holladay to the Court of 


Reported by Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin, from the Committee 
E n A S S N T E A I AT 
S. No. 347— 

To remove the political disabilities of Manning M. Kimmell, 
late of Cape Girardeau J Missouri. 

Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............. > 
S. No. 348— 

To authorize the construction of a bridge across the Missouri 
River at or near Glasgow, Missouri. 

Introduced by Mr. Cockrell, of Missouri : 
Referred to the Committee on Commer c 
S. No. 349— 
To authorize the Commissioners of the District of Colambia 
to refund a certain tax erroneously collec 
Introduced by Mr. Rollins, of New Hampshire 
Referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
S. No. 350— 

To amend section 2238 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States so as to enable citizens of the State of Florida to 
transfer a portion of F of homesteads to 
the construction of railro 


Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Florida 3 635 
4 1 to the Committee on Public Lands 635 
No. — 


For the relief of the domestic and Indian missions and sun- 
day school board of the Southern Baptist convention. 

Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Alabama. c- 

Referred to the Committee on Claims 


8. No. 352— 

To authorize the restoration of George A. Armes to the Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Christiancy, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affai 

S. No. 353— 

For the relief of George McDermott. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

8. No. 354— 

To equalize the pay of rear admirals on the retired list. 
Introduced by Mr. Conover, of Florida << 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 8 


S. No. 355— 

For the relief of Henry M. Meade, late paymaster in the Navy. 
Introduced by Mr. Burnside, of Rhode Islaud 3 
Referred to the Committee on Claiuu ss. 

S. No. 356. 

For the relief of Captain William L. Foulk. 

Introduced by Mr. Wallace, of Pennsylvania. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
8. No. 357. 

Providing for beacon-lights on the line of inland navigation 
from the Chesapeake Bay to the sounds in North Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr, Merrimon, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Claimss—- 

8. No. 358— 
To provide for the erection of light-houses in Albemarle 

und, North Carolina. 

Introduced by Mr. Merrimon, of North Carolina r 
Referred to the Committee on Commerz 

S. No. 359— 

For relief of estate of J. Milton Best, deceased, of Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Beck, of Kentucky -....-.--.....--.- ues 
Referred to the Committee on Claims sense 

8. No. 360— 
In relation to docketing judgments recovered in the courts of 
the United States to make them a lien on real estate. 
Introduced by Mr. Kernan, of New York...-..... ---. Beene 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .. 
8. No. 361— 
To provide for the building of a marine hospital at Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
S. No. 362— 

Granting a pension to A. G. Ege. 
Introduced by Mr. Ingalls, of Kansas E 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 

8. No. 363— ‘ 

Granting a pension to James Newcomb. 

Reported by Mr. Bailey, of Tennessee, from the Committee 
on Pensions 
S. No. 364— 

For relief of Peasley & McClary, of Nashua, New Hampshire. 

Reported by Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon, from the Committee 
ONY OME AAA Ser 
S. No. 365— s 

For the relief of Francis Gilbeau. 

Reported by Mr. Morgan, of Alabama, from the Committee 


S. No. 366— 

For the relief of Rollin J. Reeves. 

Introduced by Mr. Spencer, of Alabama 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
8. No. 367— 

For the relief of Louisa Albertson, of Dallas, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Dorsey, of Arkansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 

S. No. 368— . 
Granting pensions to the soldiers and sailors of the war with 
Mexico, and to the widows of such as are deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Voorhees, of Indian. 
Referred to the Committee on Pensions 


8. R. No. 1— 
Authorizing the official publication of the decisions of the 
Interior Department relating to the public lands. 


Introduced by Mr. Ferry, of Michigan 1 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 135 
S. R. No. 2— 
Authorizing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain 
on what terms a reciprocal treaty of commerce with the 
Republic of Mexico ean be arranged. 
Introduced by Mr. Maxey, of Texas. 246 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations — — 
Reference changed to the Committee on Finance.......-. 302 
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8. R. No. 5— 
Authorizing Rear Admiral William 
accept certain presents tendered him by Kings of Siam. 


olds, of the Navy, to 


Introduced by Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania 371 

Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 371 

Reported back and passed by the Senate --- 804 
S. R. No. 6— 

Fixing a site for the equestrian statue of General Greene. 
Introduced by Mr. N Rhode Island. 371 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds...- 371 
Reported back and passed by the Senate 2387 
Considered and by the House Ne 559 
Examined and signed... -.. ..-2-+ ences cccneeeecece psan 565, 569 
Approved by the C „ 


S. R. No. 7— 


Amending the Constitution of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Eaton, of Connecticut 
Referred to the select committee to take into consideration 
the state of the law respecting the ascertainment and 
declaration of the resnlt of the election of President and 
Vice-President of the United States.. 


S. R. No. 8— 
Authorizing Captain Jonathan Young, of the United States 


Navy, to accept a betel-nut box and a silver medal from 


the Emperor of Siam. 
Introduced by Mr. Voorhees, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 


SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS. 


A concurrent resolution— 
For the removal of the books and files in the lofts of the old 
portion of the Capitol building. 

Reported by Mr. Dawes, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, as a substitute 
for bill S. No. 111. FF 

Considered and adopted by the Senat 

A concurrent resolution 
That there be printed 2,000 additional copies of the narrative, 
` of the North Polar expedition by the United States ship 


Polaris. 
Submitted by Mr. Whyte, of Maryland . 
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A concurrent resolution Continued. 
Referred to the Committee on Printing 
Re Sot back, with an amendment, and agreed to by the 
— T . T AAN 
A concurrent resolution— 
That it is the judgment of the two Houses that the present 
session of Congress expires by operation of law at twelve 
o'clock meridian, this day, (December 3, 1877.) 


Submitted by Mr. Edmunds, of Vermont,and agreed to b 
EPF cocoa Poi oon —— 2 


HISTORY 


OF e 


HOUSE BILLS AND JOINT AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS. 


EO USE: BLEUES. 


H. R. No. 1— 
For reviving and continuing the court of commissioners of 
Alabama claims, and for the distribution of the unappro- 
priated moneys of the Geneva award. 


Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine ee RARE aA 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciaryy 
H. R. No. 2— 


To amend chapter 30 of the Revised Statutes of the United 

States relating to the District of Columbia, and espe- 
cially to notaries public. 

Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine 


Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary-..........-.. 

H. R. No. 3— 
en section 1000 of the Revised Statutes of the United 

tates. 
Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine BISTO Š 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.....----. fate 

H. R. No. 4— 


To provide a penalty for wanton injury to the public libraries 
in the District of Columbia and in the Territories of the 
United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....-.....-... 

oe nebo back, considered, and passed by the House 

Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary....... 
H. R. No. 5— 

Prescribing an oath of office. 

Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine e2020. s000 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...........-.. 
H. R. No. 6— 

To enlarge the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims, and for 
other purposes, 

Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine..........-..-..--..---- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........--.. 
H. R. No. 7— 

To refund a duplicate tax to Boehm Brothers, of New York. 
Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine 
Referred to the Committeo of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 8— 

For the relief of Othniel P. Hollis, of the Soldiers“ Home, 
eee Maine. 

In uced by Mr. Lindsey, of Maine. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions = 

H. R. No. 9— 

To provide a permanent form of government for the District 
of Columbia. 

Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 

H. R. No. 10— 

Sens a pension to Perley P. Roberts. 

Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 11— 

Granting a pension to Agnes Fairly, widow of David Fairly. 
Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

/ 


169 
169 


169 
169 


169 
169 


H. R. No. 12— 

For the relief of E A. Beach, of Essex, Vermont. 

Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont A 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 13— 

For the relief of H. G. Boardman, postmaster at Milton, Ver- 
mont. 

Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 14— 

Granting a pension to Samnel Stinson, jr. 

Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
par the relief of De Forest W. Carpe tm 

‘or the relief o orest W. mter, postmaster at 

Richford, Vermont. 

Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 

Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 16— 

To reimburse D. D. Wead, postmaster at Sheldon, Vermont, 

for stamps and money stolen from him December 31, 1873. 
Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 17— 

To pay Pagar A. Beach, of Essex, Vermont, the sum therein 
named. 

Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 18— 

To repeal the act entitled“ An act to establish a uniform sys- 
tem of bankruptcy 5 the United States,“ ap- 
proved March 2, 1867, and all laws aud parts of laws 
amendatory thereof. 

Introduced by Mr. Joyce, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 
H. R. No. 19— 4 

To provide for the appointment of a commission on tho sub- 
ject of the alcoholic liquor traffic. 

Introduced by Mr. Joyce, of Vermont Sisidaces eave 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .............. 
H. R. No. 20— 

To extend the scope and efficiency of an act entitled “An act 
to secure homesteads to actual settlers on the public 
domain,” approved May 20, 1862. 

Tntroduced 196 Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 21— 
To repeal the several sections of the Revised Statutes em- 
bracing the tenure-of-civil-office act. 5 
Introduced by Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary -........ cease 
H. R. No. 22— - 

For the distribution to those who are entitled to it of the 
remainder of the Geneva award. 

Introduced by Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts. 
Referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary.... 
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H. R. No. 23— 
For relief of George B. Upton, executor, and Ann C. Upton, 
exeentrix, of the will of George B. Upton, deceased. 


Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts 170 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 170 
II. R. No. 24— 

To relieve certain ships and vessels from compulsory pilot-fees. 
Introduced by Mr. Crapo, of Massachusetts 170 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 9 170 

IL R. No. 25— 
To provido uniform certificates of clection of members of 
ongress. 
Introduced by Mr. Loring, of Massachusetts 170 
Referred to the Committee of Elections 170 
H. R. No. 26— ` 
To apply the proceeds of sales of public lands to the educa- 
tion of the people, and for the encou ment and sup- 
port of colleges for the advancement of agriculture and 
the mechanic arts. ; 
Introduced by Mr. Loring, of Massachusetts 170 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 170 
H. R. No. 27— 
Granting a pension to Thomas S. Peterson. 
8 by Mr. Loring, of Massachusetts 170 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 170 
H. R. No. 28— : 
For the relief of the heirs of Nicholas Fouquet and Mare An- 
toine Fouquet. 
Introduced by Mr. Loring, of Massachusetts - 170 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary—— 170 
H. R. No. 29— 
Granting a pension to Othniel P. Hollis. 
Introduced by Mr. Morse, of Massachusetts 170 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 170 
H. R. No. 30— 
In relation to expenses of paymasters of the United States 
when traveling on duty with troops or escorts ordered for 
the protection of public funds or property. 
In uced by Mr. es, of Rhode Island. 17 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 170 
H. R. No. 31— 

To amend chapter 7 of title 34 of the Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Eames, of Rhode Island - 170 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means - 170 
H. R. No, 32— 


For the erection of a light-house on Whale Rock, at the en- 
trance of Narragansett Bay. 

Introduced by Mr. Eames, of Rhode Island 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce........----.----- 
H. R. No. 33— 

To reduce postage on letters. 

Introduced by Mr. Eames, of Rhode Island 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
II. R. No. 34— 

To provide that all pensions on account of death, wounds re- 
ceived, or disease contracted in the service of the United 
States since March 4, 1861, which have been granted or 
shall hereafter be granted previous to January 1, 1880, 
shall be paid at the rate paid on the passage of this act, 
and shall commence from the date of death or discharge, 
and for the payment of arrears. 

Introduced by Mr. Ballou, of Rhode Island 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 35— 

To equalize the pay of rear admirals on the retired list. 
Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 36— 

For the relief of Aloysius J. Kane. 

Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut ..........-.. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 37— . 

For the relief of S. M. Norton, of Bristol, Connecticut, 
Introduced by Mr. Landers, of Connecticut = 
Referred to the Committee of Claims - 

H. R. No. 38— 

For the repeal of the existing national tax on deposits in sav- 
ings institutions. 

Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 93 
H. R. No. 39— 

For the relief of James Caler, of Stamford, Connecticut. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 40— s 

To repeal section 15 of the act to amend existing customs and 

internal-revenue laws and section 129 of national-bank act. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut — — . 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means ..........- 
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II. R. No. 41— 
Granting a pension to Mary Desbrow. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 42— 
Granting a pension to Lucius Sackett, of Beacon Falls, Con- 
necticut. : 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 43— 
For the relief of George F. Selleck, late lieutenant Fifth Regi- 
ment Connecticut Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut. .........--..... 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 44— 
Granting additional pension to John F. Chase, of Saybrook, 
Connecticut. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions...... ies 
H. R. No. 45— 
For the relief of Thomas Butler, late a private in Company 
M, Third United States Cavalry. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut .......-.....--.. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... 
H. R. No. 46— 
For the relief of Sidney F. Oviatt, postmaster at Orange, Con- 
necticut. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 47— 
For the relief of Robert C. Narramore, late postmaster at 
Derby, Connecticut. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut š 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 48— 

For the relief of Marvin H. Amesbury. 

Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committeo on War Claims 
H. R. No. 49— 

For the relief of Moses Bradley. k 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 50— 

For the relief of George Cowles, of New Haven, Connecticut. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 51— 
For continuing the improvements in Milford Harbor, in the 
State of Connecticut. 
Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 52— 


For continuing the improvements at the mouth of Connecti- 
cut River, Saybrook, Connecticut. 

Introduced by Mr. Phelps, of Connecticut........-...-.--- 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce..........-..---.- 
H. R. No. 53— 

Tosimplify existing laws imposing and collecting duties 8259 
imports, and to remove all ambiguities therefrom; also, 
to reduce the rateson imported merchandise, restore the 
duty upon tea and coffee, and enlarge the free list, 

Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork . 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 54— 

To restore the national credit by funding the non-interest- 

bearing debt into bonds bearing interest at the rate of 4 


per cent. ya annum, payable at expiration of forty years. 
Introduced T Willis, of New Tork... 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 55— 

To provide that all pensions on account of death, wounds 
received, or disease contracted in the service of the United 
States since March 4, 1861, which have been granted or 
which shall hereafter be granted on application filed pre- 
vious to January 1, 1879, shall commence from the date of 
death or discharge, and for the payment of the arrears 
of pensions. 

Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions- 
H. R. No. 56— 

Toregulate and facilitate the payment of duties upon imported 
merchandise. 

Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 57— 

To provide for the classification of fabrics and other articles 
composed of mixed materials. 

Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 


171 
171 
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Tage. 
N. R. No. 58— H. R. No. 75— 
To proviđe for the construction of an act entitled “An act to Providing for the abolition of prize-money. 
amend the customs-revenue laws, and to repeal moieties.” Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork. 171 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York 171 Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 171 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... 171 | H. R. No. 76— 
H. R. No. 59— In relation to clerks, deputy clerks, and assistant clerks of the 
To simplify the sixteenth subdivision of Schedule B, section United States courts. 
4, Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tor 171 
glass, in order to harmonize with subsequent subdivisions Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..... 171 
of the same schedule, H. R. No, 77— 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York.....----. seoske 171| For the relief of Richard H. Birmingham. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York...--.-... 
H. R. No. 60— Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
To repeal duties on packages, commissions, transportation, H. R. No. 73— 
and covering of goods, &c. ¢ Granting a pension to John H. Saly 
Introduced by Mr. Willig, of New Tork l Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lor 171 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions swabs 171 
H. R. No. 61— H. R. No. 79— 
To provide for the repeal of all taxes upon capital and depos- Granting a pension to Robert Butler, 
its of State and national-banking institutions, &c.; also Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork . 
to abolish the two-cent stamp upon bank- checks. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions eaten 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lork 171 H.R. No, 80— ; 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means . 171| Granting a pension to Alexander Bond. 
H. R. No. 62— Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lor 171 
To provide for the abolition of all bonds for duties on import- Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions Cees be | 
ed merchandise while the latter remains in the custody H. R. No, 81— 
of the Government, &c. big erste J a pension to A. M, Atwood. 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork. 8 171 Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork sant Lee 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 21 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
H. R. No. 63— H. R. No. 82— 
To provide for the valuation of imports upon which customs For the relief of Alexander Anderson, late first lieytenant 
duties are imposed paying in whole or in part ad valorem Fourteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry. 
rates. Introduced 185 Mr. Willis, of New Tork. 172 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork. casarn Led Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 172 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means - 171 | H. R. No. 83— 
II. R. No. 64— : To remove the disabilities imposed by the third section of the 
To provide for the prompt payment, with interest and costs, fourteenth article of the amendments of the Constitution 
of all judgments obtained inst the Government for of the United States. 
refund or overpayment of duties. Introduced by Mr. Cox, of New Vork 172 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork e 171 Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .............. 172 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 | H. R. No. 84— 
H. R. No. 65— Providing for the issue of silver coin on deposit of bullion. 
To provide for the reduction of duty upon all laces manufact- Introduced by Mr. Cox, of New Vork... 172 
ured by hand. Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 172 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lor 171 | H. R. No. 8— 
Referred to Committee of Ways and Means 171| Torepealan act authorizing the coinago of a twenty- cent piece 
H. R. No, 66— of silver. 
To provide for the responsibility of the Government for all Introduced by Mr. Cox, of New Tork - 172 
imported merchandise while in its custody. Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 172 
Introduced re Mr. Willis, of New York.........-.-...---. 171 | H. R. No. 86 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means .. 171| Toprovide for the settlement of the accounts of workmen, &c., 
H. R. No. 67— for excess of eight hours’ labor. 

To provide for a refund of redemption-agency expenses. Introduced We Mr. Cox; of Now: or 172 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vor KK. 171 Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 172 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 7 back and referred to the Committee on Appropri- 
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To further declare the meaning of section 5219 of the Revised H. R. No. 87— 

Statutes of United States and its correct interpretation. For the relief of Peter M. Halwick. 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lor 171 Introduced by Mr. Mayham, of New Tork acces. 178 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy 171 Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 172 
H. R. No. 69— H. R. No, 88— 
To provide for the abolition of all naval offices in ports of For the relief of Alonzo Snyder, of Livingston County, New 
entry where a United States appraisers’ department is York. 
established. Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Tork 122 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Vork 171 Referred to the Committee of Claims 8 172 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 171 | H. R. No. 89— 
H. R. No. 70— For the relief of Nancy A. Herrick, of Rochester, New York. 
Authorizing a settlement of the claim of the estate of the late Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Tork. - 172 
Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren. Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 172 
Introduced by Mr. Willis of New Tor. 171 | H. R. No. 90— 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 171 | Granting a pension to Susan A. Heazlit, aunt of Georgo W. 
II. R. No, 71— Heazlit, a deceased soldier. 

To promote efficiency and harmony in the Navy. Introduced by Mr, Lapham, of New Tork. 2 331272 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork 171 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. .. soken IRUR 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs............... 171 | H. R. No. 91— 

H. R. No. 72— Granting a pension to William H. Gould, a private in the late 
To protect interests of enlisted men and others in the Navy. war, 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York, .................. 171 Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Vork swe kee 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs A rel Referred to the Committeo on Invalid Pensions 172 
H. R. No. 73 II. R. No. 92— 
For the relief of John H. Morris, late collector of internal For the relief of Lewis E. Winans, late a private in Company 
revenue of the tenth district of the State of New York. C, Fourth New York Heavy Artillery. 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork 1 Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Vork -25 172 
Referred to the Committee of Claims FAS Eo | Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 172 
H. R. No. 74— > II. R. No. 93— 
To authorize notaries public to take and certify oaths, affirm- Granting a pension to Elizabeth Reese, widow of John Reese, 
ations, depositions, and acknowledgments in certain cases. a deceased soldier. 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork 3 171 Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Tork 172 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............-. 171 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions — 17 
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H. R. No. 94— 
Granting a pension to Elizabeth Page, widow of Eliphet Page, 
a soldier in the. war of 1812. 
Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Tork ‘ 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 95— 
Ginang s pension to Nathan Dickerson, a soldier in the war 


Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Tork. $ 

Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
Hagnau Henry Hadley, late private C 

ranting a pension to Henry ey, late private Company 

G, Eighty-sixth New York Volunteer Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Hungerford, of New Jork ise 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 97— 


H. R. No. 98— 

Granting a pension to Amelia R. Webster. 
In uced by Mr. Baker, of New Lor 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 99— 

Granting a pension to Charles Slawson. 

Introduced y Mr Baker) of Naw AOR seo <--> ohra he5 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 100— 

To amend section 2958 of the Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Bagley, of New Vork 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 101— 
s Applying the procesda of the public lands to the support of 

_ free schoo 
Introduced by Mr. Cutler, of New Jersey z A 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

H. R. No. 102— 

sag ei taxes. 

ntrodueed by Mr, Cutler, of New Jersey 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 103— 

Granting a pews to William S. Fonda. 

Introdu hy Mr. Cutler, of New Jerse p 
Referred to t 
H. R. No. 104— 

For the relief of Eliza Howard Powers. 

Introduced by Mr. Cutler, of New Jersey......-....-.-.-.- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Reference changed to the Committee on Military Affairs... 

H. R. No, 105— 
Declaring the Department of Agriculture one of the Execu- 

tive ments. 

Introduced by Mr. Cutler, of New Jersey 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculturez—ꝛ > 

H. R. No. 106— 

To establish a Department of Commerce, 

Introduced by Mr. Peddie, of New Jersey 

Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
a che Mary A. Kerrick. 

ranting a pension to Mary rrick. , 

3 by Mr. Sinnickson, of New Jersey a 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 108— 

Granting a pension to Laurence W. Smith, 

In uced by Mr. Sinnickson, of New Jersey.....- Sree rer 
Referred Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 109— 
To repeal the act of the 14th of January, 1875, entitled “An 
act to provide for the resumption of specie pay ments.” 
Introduced by Mr. Kelley, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means > 
H. R. No. 110— 
Supplemental to an act entitled ‘‘An act to secure homesteads 
8 sotal settlers on the public domain,” approved May 
2 ; 
Introduced by Mr. Wright, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 111— 

For the relief of James Welch, 

Introduced by Mr. Mackey, of Pennsylvania.......-..... 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 112— 

To survey the Austin-Topolovampo Pacific route. 

Introduced by Mr. Ward, of Pennsylvania. 
Referred to the Committee on the 
H. R. No. 113— 

Granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone. 

Introduced by Mr. Ward, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
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H. R. No. 129— 
To secure service of process in United States courts in certain 


H. R. No. 114— 
To provide for the stamping of unstam 


ped documentsorpapers, 
Introduced by Mr. White, of Pennsylvania dl 3 12 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 173 


H. R. No. 115— 
Granting a pension to Eliza Bowers, a widow of a soldier of 


the war of 1812. 
Introduced by Mr. White, of Pennsylvania. 173 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.... 173 


H. R. No. 116— 
For the relief of Thomas Hunter. 


Introduced by Mr. Errett, of Pennsylvania 8 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions i 


H. R. No. 117— 
Authorizing the issue of a pension to Andrew Jackson, (col- 


ored,) of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Introduced by Mr. tt, of Pennsylvania 173 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 173 


H. R. No. 118— ji 
To regulate commerce and to prohibit discriminations by com- 


mon carriers. 
Introduced by Mr. Errett, of Pennsylvania 173 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals 173 


inst Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson, 

late of Company K, Seventy-third Regiment Pennsylva- 

nia vonna on file in the War Department. 
Introduced by Mr. Errett, of Pennsylvania 173 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 173 


H. R. No. 119— : 
To remove the charges 


H. R. No. 120— z 
For the relief of Second Lieutenant E. E. Dravo, Sixth United 


States Cavalry. 
Introduced by Mr. Errett, of Pennsylvania Dest tebe kes 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


H. R. No. 121— 
For the relief of James Millinger. 


Introduced by Mr. Errett, of Pennsylvania -.--........-.. 173 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 173 


H. R. No. 122— $ 
For the relief of Nancy G. Miller, of Pittsburgh. 


Introduced by Mr. Errett, of Pennsylvania........---..... 173 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims - 1733 


H. R. No. 123— 
Granting a pension to Regina Quentin. 


Introduced by Mr. Campbell, of Pennsylvania 173 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 


H. R. No. 124— 
Granting a 


msion to James B. Treadwell, major of the 
Eighty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Campbell, of Pennsylvania 173 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 


H. R. No. 125— 
For the relief of Captain Charles S. Reisinger. 


Introduced by Mr. Thompson, of Pennsylvania 173 
Referred to the Committee on Military i 


H. R. No. 126— 
For the relief of James R. Gordon, of Columbia Cross-Roads, 


Bradford County, Pennsylvania. 
Introduced by Mr. Overton, of Pennsylvania 173 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 


H. R. No. 127— 
For the relief of Daniel Compton, of Troy, Bradford County, 


Pennsylvania. 
Introduced by Mr. Overton, of Pennsylvania 173 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 


H. R. No. 128— 
For the relief of William J. Pollock, late collector of internal 


revenue of the second district of Pennsylvania. 
Introduced 12 Mr. Freeman, of Pennsylvania 173 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means — 1 


cases. 
Introduced by Mr. Freeman, of Pennsylvania sisao LS 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 173 


H. R. No, 130— 
For the relief of the heirs of Richard W. Meade. 


Introduced by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvania 3 123 
Referred to the Committee of Claims kendat 173 


H. R. No. 131— 
For the relief of J. G. Fell, Edward Hoopes, and George Burn- 


, trustees. 
Introduced by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvania.......--.-.--. 173 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 


H. R. No. 132— 
For the relief of Ana M. Rolas y Robaldo, widow of Francisco 


do, deceased. 
by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvania „123 
e Committee on Military Affairs 173 


Robal 
Introdu 
Referred to 


HOUSE BILLS. 


H. R. No. 133— 

For the relief of Dr. John B. Read. 

Introduced by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvania 3 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 8 . 
H. R. No, 134— 

For the relief of Jacob G. Croman, of Dickinson, Cumber- 
land County, Pennsylvania. 

Introduced by Mr. Maish, of Pennsylvania 3 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 135— 

For the relief of Daniel J. Benner, of Gettysburgh, Pennsyl- 
vanis. , 

Introduced by Mr. Maish, of Pennsylvania 3 
Referred to the Committee of Claims ...........---++--.-- 
H. R. No, 136— 

Constituting Jersey City a port of entry. 

Introdu by r. Hardenbergh, of New Jersey 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce.........--..---- - 
H. R. No, 137— 

For the relief of Charles B. Underhill. 

Introduced by Mr. Hardenbergh, of New Jersey 5 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 8 — 
H. R. No. 138— 

For the relief of Henry M. Meade, late paymaster in the United 
States Navy. 
troduced by Mr. Hardenbergh, of New Jersey........--- 

Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No, 139— 

Granting a pension to Bridget T. Hopper. 
Introduced by Mr. Hardenbergh, of New Jersey 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 140— 

For the relief of Moses B. Bramhall’s administrator. 
Introduced by Mr. Hardenbergh, of New Jersey 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 141— 

For the relief of the workingmen of the late board of public 
works of the District of Columbia. 

Introduced by Mr. Hardenbergh, of New Jersey...... .... 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No. 142— 

Granting a pension to George McCoy. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Delaware 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No, 143— 

To reimburse the trustees of the Methodist Episcopal church 
atOld Town, Reig aye County, Maryland, for the destruc- 
tion of the same by occupation of United States cavalry 
during the war. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland.................. = 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H, R. No. 144— 

For the relief of Frederick Divison, No. 15, Sons of Temper- 
ance, of the State of Maryland. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland ..-.......... 9 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 145— 

For the relief of Mrs. Florence Schley, widow and executrix 
of the estate of Frederick Schley, d late collector 
of internal revenue for the fourth district of Maryland. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 146— 

Granting a pension to Eliza Ceville. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... 
H. R. No. 147— 

Granting a pension to Captain Robert C. Bramford. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland. Se Be 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions..... “fe ete 

H. R. No, 148— 

For the relief of the administrator of Samuel T. Anderson, of 
Baltimore. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 149— 

Granting a pension to Ambrose Wellen. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland ...............--.- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........... 
H. R. No. 150— 

For therelief of William McIndoe, 2 at Lonaconing, 
in Alleghany County, Maryland. 

Introdaced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 
H. R. No. 151— 

For the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Heard. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland...............-.-. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims . 


173 
173 


173 
173 


H. R. No, 152— 

Forthe relief of Thomas M. Maccubbin. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland. .....----.-.-.---- 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 153— 
Granting a pension to Charles Hewitt. 
In uced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland........-...--..--.. 174 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 174 
H. R. No. 154— 
To authorize a change of record to be made in the case of 
George Hobbs, late private Company L, First Maryland 
Cay: Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 3 174 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 174 
H. R. No. 155— 
For the relief of James W. Anderson, James Anderson, Mary 
E. Anderson, Thomas Anderson, Frances Virginia Rozer, 
wife of Francis W. Rozer,) Edward Anderson, and George 
inor Anderson. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims l 
I. R. No. 156— 

For the roan of James F. Peerce, of Montgomery County, 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 3 174 

H. R. No. 157— 

For the PERT of Ezra M. Thomas, of Frederick County, 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 5 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 

H. R. No. 158— 
For the relief of Robert K. Thrasher. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims „ AVA 
H. R. No, 159— 
For e ne of Michael Culler, of Frederick County, Mary- 
n 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
II. R. No. 160— $ 
For the relief of George Thomas of H., of Frederick County, 
Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 174 
H. R. No. 161— 

For the relief of Israel Kessler, of Frederick County, Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland ...........-....-.. 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 

H. R. No. 162— 

For the ee of Henry A. Pumphrey, of Montgomery County, 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims - 174 

H. R. No. 163— 

For the relief of Samuel T. Magruder 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland. paren 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims.............. .. 174 

H. R. No. 164— 

For me relief of William T. Lewis, executor of John H. Lewis, 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims ESS 174 

H. R. No. 165— 

For the relief of William Rouzee. . 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 

H. R. No. 166— ; 
For the relief of Howard Griffith, of Montgomery County, 
Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 174 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 174 
H. R. No. 167— 
For the relief of George E. Stonebraker. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 5 1274 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 168— 
For the relief of George E. Stonebraker, administrator of 
Christian 1 deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland dantes auttas 175 
Referred to aes Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 169— 

For the relief of Richard T. West. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland. 125 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 
H. R. No. 170— 

For the relief of. Jasper M. Jackson. 

Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland.............-.---- 175 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 175 


H. R. No. 171— 
For the relief of Margaret A. Hickman, of Montgomery County, 
Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 172— 
For the relicf of Henrietta Talbert and Susan Benson, heirs 
of Jonathan B. Benson, deceased. 
Introdnced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 173— 
For the relief of Reuben Rouzee, (or Rouser,) of Montgom- 
ery County, Maryland. 


Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland.. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 174— 
For the relief of Mary H. Tolson, of Prince George’s County, 
Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland .........-......-- 
Referred to Committee on War Claims 


H. R. No. 175— 
For the relief of Henry Tolson, of Prince George’s County, 


Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland. 
Referred to Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 176— 
For the relief of Mary E. Soper, of Prince George’s County, 
Maryland., 
Introduced by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 177— : 


For the relief of J. Harris Forbes and Joseph H. Key, admin- 
istrators of George Forbes, sr., deccased. 

Introduced by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland..........-...---. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 178— 

For relief of Joseph Forrest, of St. Mary’s County, Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

II. R. No. 179— 
To give the circuit courts supervisory jurisdiction over the 
district courts in certain criminal cases. ; 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
II. R. No. 180— 

To repeal the act of July 2, 1862, and such sections of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States as perpetuate the 
oath prescribed in said act. 

Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 
H. R. No, 181— 
For the removal of all disabilities imposed by the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee on the qudiciar y 
H. R. No. 182— 

To authorize manufacturers of tobacco and snuff to transfer 
to their factories licorice and other ingredients used in 
preparations of tobacco and snuff free of duties. 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 183— 

To amend an act granting 1 to certain soldiers and 
sailors of the war of 1812. 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia 3 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No. 184— 
For . relief of E. H. Lively, postmaster at Williamsburgh, 

rginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Goode, of Virg ini 
Referred to the Committee of Claims.......-......--...-. 

H. R. No. 185— 

To provide for the improvement of the harbor of Norfolk and 

Portsmouth and Elizabeth River, in Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Goode, of Virgini˖aaů 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce........----.----- 

H. R. No. 186— 
For the relief of the sureties of the late Jesse J. Simkins, col- 
lector of the port of Norfolk, Virginia. : 
Introduced b . Goode, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 
H. R. No. 187— 

For the improvement of Blackwater River, Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Goode, of Virginia a Peepe a 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce........-.....--- = 

H. R. No, 188— 


H. R. No. 190— 
To provide for the improvement of Pagan Creek, in the State 
of Virginia. 


H. R. No. 191— 
To provide for the improvement of Hampton River, in Vir- 


ginia. 

Introduced by Mr. Goode, of Virginia.. 

Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 192— 

To provide for the relief of navy-yard employés who shall 
become disabled while employed in the line of their duty, 

Introduced by Mr. Goode, of Virginia. 

Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
II. R. No. 193— 

For 8 restoration of wages in the Government Printing 

ce, 

Introduced by Mr. Goode, of Virginia 

Referred to the Committee on Printing 8 
II. R. No. 194— 

For the relief of Louisa Summers. 

Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia. 

Referred to the Committee on War Cluims 
H. R. No. 195— 

To make United States notes receivable for duties on imports, 
and to amend section 3473 of the Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia................... 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 196— 

To consolidate the bonded debt of tho United States, and re- 
duce the interest thereon. 

Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia. 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. .......... 
II. R. No. 197— 

To amend section 2997 of the Revised Statutes, 

Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia. 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 198— 

To apply the proceeds of sales of public lands to the education 
of the people. 

Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia 

Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
H. R. No. 199— : 

For the relief of E. T. Pilkinton. 

Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia................-.. 

Referred to the Committee of Claim ss. 
H. R. No. 200. 

For the relief of P. G. Coghlan. 

Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia. 

Referred to the Committee on War Claims aoe 
H. R. No. 201 

To prohibit the use of Federal troops in elections, and to 
amend section 2002 and to repeal sections 1980, 5299, and 
5528 of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...-.......... 
H. R. No. 202— 

For the relief of Mrs. Adelina T. Blick, of Ream’s Station, 

inia. 

In uced by Mr. Jorgensen, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 203— 

To refund to the State of North Carolina certain money there- 
in named, 

Introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 

Referred to the Committee of Claims...............-..--- 
H. R. No. 204— 

To repeal so much of section 3480 of the Revised Statutes as 
forbids the payment of the accounts, claims, and demands 
therein named, and all laws and clauses of laws forbidding 
the payment thereof, and appropriating money to pay the 
same when duly established. 

Introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 76 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 5 
H. R. No. 205— 

To refund to the State of North Carolina certain moneys 
therein named. 

Introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 

Referred to the Committee of Claims ewnssiones 
H. R. No. 206— 

To repeal sections 3412 and 3413 of the Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency...... 76 


7 Page. 
H. R. No, 207— 

To repeal sections 19, 20, and 21 of the act entitled “ An act to 
amend existing customs and internal-revenue laws, and 
for other p = approved February 8, 1875. 

Introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina ee 176 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency...... 176 
H. R. No, 208— 

To amend section 5198 of the Revised Statutes relating to 
usury. 

Introduced iy Mr. Davis, of North Carolin - 176 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.. -=-= 18 
H. R. No. 209— 

To A dire section 4716 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
tates. 

Introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 176 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 176 
H. R. No. 210— 

To repeal the tax on spirituous liquors distilled from fruits. 
Introduced by Mr. Yeates, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 176 

H. R. No, 211— 
For ie ae of Howard Wiswall, of Beauford County, North 
arolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Yeates, of North Carolina satsa MO 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 176 
H. R. No. 212— 
To refund certain direct taxes on land, collected from citizens 
n 1 8 insurrectionary States under the act of August 
3 e * 
Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means - 176 
H. R. No, 213— 

To refund to distillers of brandy from apples, peaches, or 
grapes all of the special taxes paid by such distillers 
under the act of July 20, 1868, which is in excess of 850. 

Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 176 
H. R. No. 214— r 
For the relief of Margaret Martin. 
Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolin 176 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 176 
H. R. No. 215— 
To provide for payment for the court-house in Loring nay 
Lorth Carolina, destroyed by fire, while occupied by 
United States officers and soldiers, in the fall of 1865. 
Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina. 176 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 176, 256 
H. R. No. 216— 

To limit the time within which suits on bonds of the collector 
of internal revenue shall be brought. 

Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 176 
H. R. No, 217— 

Granting pensions to soldiers of the Mexican war. 

Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 176 
H. R. No. 218— 

Granting a pension to Edwin I. Nutall. 

Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 8 176 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 17 
H. R. No. 219— 

For the relief of Eli Penry. 

Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 176 

Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 176 

Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims — 256 
I. R. No. 220— 

To prevent interference with the administration of justice in 
criminal causes in the courts of the several States, 

Introduced by Mr. Robbins, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...... somewsice 176 
H. R. No, 221— 

To reduce the tax upon distilled spirits and tobacco. 

Introduced by Mr. Robbins, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 176 
H. R. No, 222— 

To amend the law relating to involuntary bankruptcy. 

Introduced by Mr. Robbins, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 176 
H. R. No, 223— 

To authorize producers of leaf-tobacco to dispose of one 
hundred dollars’ worth thereof to consumers without the 
payment of any tax. 

Introduced by Mr. Robbins, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee of Waysand Means........... 176 
H. R. No, 224— 

For the relief of Thomas A. Nicholson. 

Introduced by Mr. Robbins, of North Carolina 176 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 176 
Reported back and placed on the Calendar................ 798 
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H. R. No. 225— 
To abolish the western judicial district of North Carolina, 
and for other pur; ; 
Introduced by Mr. Waddell, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 226— 
To repeal section 3480 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States of America. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 227— 
Amending the laws granting pensions to the soldiers and 
sailors of the war of 1812 and their widows, and for other 


troduced 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina. 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No, 228— 

To authorize and enable the eastern band of the Cherokee 
Indians to institute and prosecute a suit in the Court of 
Claims against the Cherokee Nation. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No, 229— 

To repeal so much of the internal-revenue law as requires 
persons and State banking associations to pay a tax of 10 
per cent. on the circulating issue of any State bank, and 
to enforce a uniform rate of interest throughout the 
United States, and to punish national banks for accept- 
ing a usurious rate of interest. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means = 
H. R. No, 230— 

For the relief of Alexander Sutherland. 

Introduced by Mr. Steele, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 2 
H. R. No. 231— 

For the relief of Moses W. Alexander. 

Introduced by Mr. Steele, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Claims dador apes 
H. R. No. 232— 

To modify and amend the internal-revenue laws. 

Introduced by Mr. Brogden, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 233— 

For the relief of owners of land sold for direct taxes, 
Introduced by Mr. Evins, of South Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

H. R. No. 234— 
For the relief of John F. Andrews, postmaster at Washing- 
ton, err, ‘tox 
Introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia 5 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads-. 
H. R. No. 235— 
For the relief of E. P. Edwards, postmaster at Elberton, 


Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia 
e to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
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H. R. No. 236— 

To repeal an act entitled “An act defining additional causes 
of challenge and prescribing an additional oath for grand 
and petit jurors in the United States courts.” , 

Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........-.-.- 
H. R. No, 237— 

To prescribe and establish a form of oath or affirmation to be 
taken and subscribed by members of Congress before 
entering upon the duties of their office. 

Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ....- 3 
H. R. No. 238— ; 

To allow farmers and planters to sell leaf-tobacco of their 
own production to other persons than manufacturers of 
tobacco without special tax. 

Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia 2 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 239— 
To appropriate money for continuing the improvement of the 
: Cosas River from Rome, Georgia, to the crossing of the 

Rome and Selma railroad bridge in Alabama. 

Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 240— ; 

Granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexi- 
can, Florida, and the Black Hawk wars, and to certain 
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widows of deceased soldiers and sailors of tho same. 
Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Peusions.........-.. 
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H. R. No. 241— 

To aid manufacturing, mining, and railroad companies in pro- 
tecting the earnings of the laboring classes. 

Introduced by Mr. Hare, Dee 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
II. R. No. 242— 

To compensate James Sutlise, of Clay County, Georgia, for 
the care and storage of certain cotton, the property of the 
United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Smith, of Georgia akies bs 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims...-...-.. Season 
H. R. No. 243— 

To repeal the tax of 10 

banks and State b 


r cent. on the circulation of State 


H. R. No. 244— 

For the improvement of Flint River, in the State of Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Smith, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 245— 

For the relief of Joel A. Billups. 
Introduced by Mr. Bell, of Georgi aaa 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 . 

H. R. No. 246— 
For the relief of John R. Nichols, late postmaster at Athens, 


Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Bell, of S é 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
H. R. No, 247— 
To wernt pension to George D. Phillips, a soldier of the war 
0 


Introduced by Mr. Bell, of Georgia. 
e Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 248— 


To create an additional 1 district for the State of Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Blount, of Georgia 

Referred to 

H. R. No. 249— 

For continuing the work of improving the harbor at Savan- 


nah Sse) Be 
Introduced by Mr. Hartridge, of Georgia waka 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce —ꝛ- 
II. R. No. 250— 
To appropriate money for the improvement of the harbor at 
I 8 by Me Harid f Georgia. 
ntrodu ge, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. n... ——k =- 
H. R. No. 251— 

For the relief of James J. Waring, of Savannah, Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartridge, of Georgia ........-....--.- 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.... 

H. R. No. 252— 
To appropriate money for the improvement of the harbor at 
Brunswick, Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartridge, of Georgia 

_ Referred to Committee on Commerce.....---...--- cae 

H. R. No. 253— 
To provide a building for the use of the United States district 
and circuit courts and the post-office at Savannah, Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartri GG A I 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 

II. R. No. 254— 

For the relief of H. F. Willink. 

Introduced by Mr. Hartridge, of Georgia ...........------ 
Committee on War Claims * 
H. R. No. 255— 


To establish Atlanta, Georgia, a pos of delivery. 
Introduced by Mr. Candler, of C 
o Committee on Commerce 


To secure impartial administration of justice in the United 
States courts in Alabama. 
Introduced bd Mr, Hewitt, of Alabama 1 8 88 2 8 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar y 
II. R. No. 257— 
Granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexi- 
can and other wars therein named. 
Introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama ERITA 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No, 258— 
To repeal sections 820 and 821 of the Revised Statutes relating 
to grand and 1 in the courts of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Ligon, of Alabama baa pei 
e Committee on the Judiciary.............. 


e Committee on the Judiciary 


— — 


H. R. No. 260— ; 
To repeal the laws requiring the test oath. 
r. 


Introduced by Mr. Herbert, of Alabama. 


e Committee on the Judiciary r PEILOT 


For the relief of Emily Leland, of Warren County, Mississippi. 
Introduced by Mr. Hooker, of Mississippi. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No, 262— 
For the improvement of the navigation of the Yazoo, Talla- 
hatchee, Sunflower, and Coldwater Rivers, Mississippi. 
Introduced by Mr. Money, of Mississippi S 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 263— 

For the relief of H. T. Johnsy. 

Introdueed by Mr. Muldrow, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 264— 

For the relief of Julia A. Nutt, widow and executrix of Haller 
Nutt, deceased. 

Introduced by Mr. Chalmers, of Mississippi. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 265— 

Referring to the Court of Claims the claim of Nannie Hall, 
formerly widow of the late Lieutenant Denman, of the 
United States Army, for cotton seized, and the proceeds 
paid into the United States s 

Introduced by Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi 
Referred to the 9 on the Judiciar .--.a. s.s.s... 
H. R. No. 266— 
To create a lien in favor of material-men and others for sup- 
phies, materials, and repairs furnished to a vessel in her 
ome port, and to make the laws upon that subject uni- 
form throughout the United States. 
‘Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 
H. R. No. 267— 

For the relief of Samuel Jamison. 

Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 268— 

For the relief of W. A. Hyde and T. G. Mackie, of New Or- 
leans, Louisiana. 

Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana. 
e Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 269— 


To ratify and confirm the orders, decrees, and judgments of 
the provisional court of the United States for the State of 
Louisiana, 

Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. No. 270— 

For the relief of the widow of Captain Christopher M. Haile. 
Introduced by Mr, Ellis, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ETE 

H. R. No. 271— 

For the relief of James A. Payne, of Louisiana. 

Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 272— b 

For the relief of Mrs. Agnes E. Fry, widow of Joseph Fry. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana. 
Referred to the Committeeon Naval Affairs 24 ah 

H. R. No. 273— 
For the relief of the State National Bank of Louisiana, suc- 
cessor to the Louisiana State Bank of New Orleans. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.......--...... 
H. R. No. 274— 

To authorize the establishment of ocean mail sennen serv- 

ice between the United States and the Empire of Brazil. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana. 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 

H. R. No, 275— 

For the relief of G. P. Work, a citizen of Louisiana, 
Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana 8 3 17 
Referred to the Committee of Claim s. 

H. R. No. 276— 

To repeal section 821 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, and to err an oath for grand and petit jurors 
in the courts of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy 
H. R. No. 277— 

To improve the navigation and to afford protection and se- 
curity to the shipping trade and commerce and alluvial 
lands of the Mississippi River. 


178 
178 


178 
178 


Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Lonisiana.....-.--...---..- a 
Referred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees cas 


Page. Page. 
H. R. No, 278— H. R. No. 292— 
= To amend the act entitled “An act to encourage the estab- To incorporate the National Iron Molders’ Union. 

lishment of public marine schools,” approved June 20, , _ Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio. 179 

1874, so as to extend it to the ports of Wilmington, Referred to Committee on Education and Labor 179 

Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, New Orleans, and Gal- H. R. No. 293— 

veston. To repeal section 1218 of the Revised Statutes prontas 
Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana.. 178 the appointment in the Army of the Uni States of 
Referred to Committee on Naval Affairs 178 persons who have served in the civil, military, or naval 

H. R. No. 279— service of the so-called Confederate States. 
To authorize the Louisiana and Texas Railroad to relinquish ~ Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio e 179 
its title to certain lands in the State of Louisiana. * Referred to Committee on Military Affairs 170 
Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana 178 H. R. No. 294— 
Referred to Committee on Public Lands — * 178| For the relief of distillers of spirits by the refunding and re- 
H. R. No. 280— payment of moneys expended or paid and deposited by 

To make the ports of Brownsville, Galveston, and Houston, them for Tice meters. 

Texas, ports to which unappraised merchandise may be Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 179 

transported. Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 179 
Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana PENEN -- 178 | H. R. No. 295— 

Referred to Committee on Commerce....-.-..---. =... 178| To transfer the conduct of Indian affairs from the Interior 
H. R. No. 281— 8 Department to the War Department. 
To defray the expenses of the mint and assay office at New Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 179 
Dam Louisiana, and making an appropriation there- K 2 to Committee on Indian Affairs. 179 
r. $ 0. 296— 
Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana.. .. 178| Authorizing the coinage of the silver dollar, and making it a 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations......--...... 178 legal-tender for all debts, public and private. 
H. R. No. 282— : z Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 179 

Prescribing the form of credentials of Representatives-elect, Referred to Committee on Banking and Currency ..... 179 
and directing the manner in which the roll of the House H. R. No. 297— 
of Representatives shall be 1 To repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to pro- 

Introduced by Mr. Leonard, of Lonisiana...-.......-.----.. 179 vide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved 

Referred to the Committee on Rules 179 January 14, 1875. 

Reported back and referred to the Committee of Elections.. 253 Introduced by Mr. Southard, of Ohio 179 
H. R. No, 283— Referred to Committee on Banking and Currency .-...- 179 

To remove the disabilities imposed by the third section of the H. R. No. 298— 
fourteenth article of the amendments of the Constitution For the relief of James R. Richardson, of Mansfield, Ohio. 
of the United States. i Introduced by Mr. Finley, of Ohio wt 279 

Introduced by Mr. Leonard, of Louisiana. 79 Referred to the Committee on War Claims.......... Sb 179 
5 Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 179 | H. R. No. 299— 
H. R. No. 284— Granting a pension to James C. Swasick, of Ohio. 
Repealing section 1756 of the Revised Statutes of the United 808 by Mr. Finley, of Ohio 8 1270 
States, and prescribing an official oath. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. . 179 
Introduced by Mr. Leonard, of Louisiana 179 H. R No. 300— 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... -.-.- wensaseive 179| For the relief of Dudley A. Fish, of Bucyrus, Ohio. 
H. R. No. 285— Introduced by Mr. Finley, of Ohio . 00+ 179 

Authorizing the erection of a publice building at Shreveport, Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 179 
Louisiana. H. R. No. 301— 

Introduced by Mr. Leonard, of Louisiana 179| To authorize the free coinage of the standard silver dollar, 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 179 and to restore its legal-tender character. 
H. R. No. 286— Introduced by Mr. Ewing, of Ohio . 179 

To anthorize the North Louisiana Railroad Company to con- Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency...... 179 
struct a bridge over the Ouachita River at or near Monroe, H. R. No. 302— 

Louisiana, and a bridge over the Red River at ornear To amend an act entitled “An act granting a pension to A. 

Shreveport, Louisiana. Schuyler Sutton,” approved June 4, 1872. 

Introduced by Mr. Leonard, of Louisiana..............-.-. 179 Introducéd by Mr. Ewing, of Ohio 179 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 79 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 173 
H. R. No. 287— H. R. No. 303— 7 

To change the name of the port of entry of the district of the To reform the civil service of the United States. 

Teche, in Louisiana, from Brashear to Morgan City. Introduced 2 Ries or d — 179 
Introduced by Mr. Darrall, of Louisiana. 179 Referred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service.. 179 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce - 179 | H. R. No. 304— 

Reported back, considered, and passed by the House. . 810, 811 To provide that all pensions on account of death, wounds re- 
H. R. No. 288— ceived, or disease contracted in the service of the United 

Making an 5 of $40,000 to enable the Commis- States since March 4, 1861, which have been granted or 
sioner of the eral Land Office to comply with the act which shall hereafter be granted on application filed pre- 
of July 4, 1876, restoring to market the publie lands in vious to Jannary 1, 1880, shall commence from the date of 
the States of Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, and Louisi- death or discharge from the service of the United States; 
ana. and for the payment of the arrears of pensions. - 

Introduced by Mr. Darrall, of Louisiana 179 Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio—— see 179 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations....-........ 179 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 180 
H. R. No. 239— H. R. No. 305— 

Appropriating the sum of $3,000,000 for the purpose of re- Granting a pension to Mrs. Rebecca C. Maxwell, widow of the 
pairing and in part rebuilding the levees of the Missis- late Colonel O. C. Maxwell, One hundred and ninety- 
sippi River, providing for its expenditure, and for other fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
purpose Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio———- .2------ -180 

In uced by Mr. Darrall, of Louisiana 179 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 180 
Referred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees...--..... 179 | H. R. No. 306— 
H. R. No. 290— To increase the pension of Robert Cary, of Ohio, to $50 a 

To relieve Morgan’s Louisiana and Texas Railroad, former] month. 
the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western Railroad, Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio ———— 180 
from certain conditions imposed by act of June 3, 1856, Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions- 180 
chapter 42, section 3. H. R. No. 307— 

Introduced by Mr. Darrall, of Louisiana - 179| To repeal the third section of the act entitled “An act to pro- 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 179 vide for the resumption of specie payments,” 
H. R. No. 291— Introduced by Mr. Ewing, of Ohio—- 180 

For the relief of the sureties on the official bond of B. T. Beau- Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 150 

regard, Jate collector of internal revenue, second district H. R. No. 308— 

of Louisiana. : For the relief of Joseph Bratton, of Brown County, Ohio. 
Introduced by Mr: Darrall, of Louisiana. 179 Introduced by Mr. Dickey, of Ohio N 180 
Reforred to the Committee of Ways and Means 5 179 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ... 180 
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H. R. No. 309— 
For the relief of Andrew F. Higgins, of Brown County, in the 
State of Ohio. 
Introduced by Mr. Dickey, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 310— : 


Authorizing the adjudication and payment of certain claims 
upon the fund created by section 15 of chapter 459 of the 
laws of the Forty-third Con . 

Introduced by Mr. Monroe, of Ohio; ——- +--+... 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ..---. 8 
H. R. No. 311— 

To amend sections 3513, 3520, and 3586 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States; to repeal section 2 of joint res- 
olution No. 17, passed July 22, 1876, and to restore the 
legal-tender qualities of the silver dollar. 

Introduced b ( nuineas panei 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 312— 

For the relief of F. W. Ruggles. 

Introduced by Mr. Foster, of Ohio ..-..........- 3 
Referred to the Committee on War Claim - 
H. R. No. 313— 

To provide for the better care and protection of quartermas- 
ters’ supplies. 

Introduced by Mr. Foster, of Ohio 5 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 314— 

To confirm the term, for the period of seventeen years from 

the date of its original grant, of the patent of Thomas A. 


Weston. 

Introduced by Mr. Foster, of Ohio PETAEN 

Referred to the Committee on Patents „„ 
H. R. No. 315— $ 

For the relief of John H. Jones and Thomas D. Harris. 

Introduced by Mr. Danford, of Ohio ssoos sods 

Referred to the Committee on War Claims baerne 
H. R. No. 316— 


To carry into effect the tenth article of the treaty with the 
Pottawatomie Indians of February 27, 1867. 
Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 317— 

To make certain payments to the Pottawatomie Indians. 
Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio . 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 318— 
To re sections 4924, 4925, 4926, 4927, and 4928 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Boone, of Kentucky os we 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 
H. R. No. 319— 
For ge relief of A, Gates Lee, of McCracken County, Ken- 


ucky. 
rrei cod by Mr. Boone, of Kentucky...........-....... 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 8 
H. R. No. 320— 

For the relief of Leroy D. Sutton. 

Introduced by Mr. Boone, of Kentuckx. - wee 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........... 

H. R. No, 321— 
For e relief of R. C. Smith, of McCracken County, Ken- 

ucky. 

Introduced by Mr. Boone, of Kentuckãaꝶ 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 322— 

For the relief of the heirs of Aleck Vance, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Boone, of Kentucky. .....-..... AAN 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 323— 
Granting a pagon to Carlisle Bridges, of McCracken County, 
Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Boone, of Kentucky casses assas 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... 
H. R. No. 324— 
To permit the growers of tobacco to sell one thousand dollars’ 
worth of their own growth without a license so to do. 
Introduced by Mr. McKenzie, of Kentuck 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means . 
II. R. No. 325— 
To amend section 3369 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
es. 
Introduced by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 326— 

For the relief of the minors of John C. Robinson. 
Introduced by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky -............-..... 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


—U— — 


180 
180 


H. R. No. 327— 

To repeal so much of the sixth clause of section 3244 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States as prohibits farm- 
ers and planters from selling leaf-tobacco at retail di- 
rectly to consumers without the payment of a special 

tax. * 
Introduced by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 


| H. R. No. 328— 


For the relief of L. M. Northeutt, of the county of Kenton, 


State of 5 
Introduced by Mr. Carlisle, of Kentucky ......... Maveuces 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims er ter 
H. R. No. 329— 
Granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of tho Mex- 


ican, Florida, and the Black Hawk wars, and to certain 
widows of deceased soldiers and sailors of the same, 
Introduced by Mr. Turner, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions stesa 
H. R. No. 330— 
For the benefit of Alderson T. Keene, late first lieutenant of 
Company E, First Kentucky Cavalry. 
Introdu by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky.............-..- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims e T 
H. R. No. 331— 

For the benefit of W. R. Boice, of Danville, Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims..... . 8 

H. R. No. 332— 
For the relief of Archibald B. Rue. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims............... 8 
H. R. No. 333— 
For eee of George Trupnall, of Harrodsburgh, Ken- 
ucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentuck g 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 334— 
For the benefit of the Madison Female Academy, located at 
Richmond, Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky...-...-.......-- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims Ey 
H. R. No. 335— 
For el benefit of the Christian Church, in Danville, Ken- 
tucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentncky.........-......- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H, R. No. 336— 
For the benefit of Major John A. Morrison, of Russell County, 
Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 337— 
For the benefit of the trustees of the Baptist Church of Crab 
Orchard, Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 338— 
For 2 benefit of W. F. Goggin, of Pulaski County, Ken- 
ucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentuckyů 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 339— 
For Senor of John S. Boswell, of Anderson County, Ken- 
mucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky esile orsina 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims......... ...... 
H. R. No. 340— 

For the benefit of Ebsworth Owsley’s administrator. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky essas. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 341— 
For the relief of E. B. Hand, postmaster at Harrodsburgh, 
Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee of Claim. 
H. R. No. 342— 
For the relief of John Witherspoon and James Suffell, of 
Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 9 
Referred to the Committee of Claims — 
II. R. No. 343— 

For the relief of Bidow & Wilson, of Danville, Kentucky. 

Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentuckkyůũꝶe 


Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 
155 R. No. myers banks 1 
o repeal the bankrupt law. 
5 5553 of Kentucky. 
o Committee on the Judiciar yy 


Introduced by M 
Referred to 
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H. R. No. 345— EA i 
To give the State of Kentucky concurrent jurisdiction with 


H. R. No. 362— 
For the relief of William Park, of Tennessee. 


the United States courts on the Government grounds near Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennessee.............. 181 
Harrodsburgh, Kentucky. Referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 181 | H. R. No. 363— 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.....-..--.--- 181 | For the relief of Henry S. French, of Nashville, Tennessee. 
H. R. No. Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennesse 181 
To permit the growers of tobacco to sell to consumers five Referred to the Committee on War Claims 181 
undred do worth of their own growth without a H. R. No. 364— 
license so to do, For the relief of Walter Akin, administrator of James Akin, 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 181 of Ma County, Tennessee. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 181 Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennesse 181 
H. R. No. 347— Referred to the Committee on War Claims 3 182 

Granting a pension to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexi- H. R. No. 365— : 
can, Florida, and the Black Hawk wars, and certain wid- For the relief of Carey Gilbert, of Giles County, in the State 
ows of deceased soldiers and sailors of the same. of Tennessee. 

Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky -----. 181 Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennesse 182 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 181 Referred to the Committee on War Claims 3 ed be 
H. R. No. 348— H. R. No. 366- 

To repeal the third section of the resumption act. For the relief of A. J. Reed, of Giles County, in the State of 

Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 181 Tennessee. 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 181 Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennessee 
II. R. No. 349— Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Fixing the compensation, &c., of United States attorneys. H. R. No. 367— 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky - 181| For the relief of John E. Tulloss, of Williamson County, Ten- 
Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- nessee, 
Watt OF 0 MEO sooo ced E ETA A masses 181 Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennesse 182 
H. R. No. 350— Referred to the Committee on War Claims — 182 
Fixing the fees of clerks of United States district and circuit H. R. No. 368— 
courts, : Granting a pension to James B. Treadwell, major of the 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 181 Eighty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- Introduced by Mr. Bright, of Tennessee 182 
ment of Justice. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........... 182 
H. R. No, 351— H. R. No. 369— 

Fixing the compensation of United States marshals and depu- roving for the free coinage of silver dollars, and for mak- 

ties. ing the same a legal tender. 
Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 181 Introduced by Mr. Bright, of Tennessee. 182 
Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- Referred to the Committee on Mines and Mining 182 
WONG OF SUSUOE cap cn E een eden se smeslenenae mane or ES 181 | H. R. No. 370— 
II. R. No. 352— To repeal the act of January 14, 1875, for the resumption of 

For the relief of James P. Carroll. specie payments. 

Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 181 Introduced by Mr. Bright, of Tennessee 182 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs seraa TAOL Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency...... 182 
H. R. No. 353— H. R. No. 371— ; 

To regulate commerce among the States, For the relief of J. W. Burbridge & Co. and Robert H. Mont- 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky 181 gomery. 

Referred to the Committee on Commerce — 181 Introduced by Mr. Bright, of Tennessee vent oe 
H. R. No. 354— ° Referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 

For the relief of Brannin, Summers & Co., of Lonisville, Ken- H. R. No. 372— 
tucky. For the relief of Mrs. Martha A. Stevens. 

Introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky 181 Introduced by Mr. Bright, of Tennesse 182 
Referred to the Committee of Ways aud Means 181 Refédrred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
H. R. No. 355— x H. R. No. 373— 

To modify the tax upon tobacco. For the relief of Ann P. James, of Tennessee. 

Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennesse 181 Introduced by Mr. Bright, of Tennessee 83 182 
Referred e Committee of Ways and Means 181 Referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
H. R. No. 356— s H. R. No. 374— 

Directing method of annual estimates of expenditures to be For the relief of Asa Faulkner and others, of Tennessee. 

submitted from Navy Department. Introduced by Mr. Bright, of Tennessee 182 
Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennessee... 181 Referred to the Committee on War Claims 182 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 181 | H. R. No. 375— 

H. R. No. 357— To pension the surviving officers and enlisted men of the 

To amend the third section of the act of Congress approved Black Hawk, Seminole, Florida, and Mexican wars, and 
March 12, 1863, entitled“ An act to provide for the collec- their widows. 
tion of abandoned property and for the prevention of Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 182 
frauds in insurrectionary districts within the United Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 8 
States.“ H. R. No. 376— 

Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennessee 181| For the payment to the officers and soldiers of the Mexican 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.....-.- ena 181 war of the three months’ extra pay provided for by tho 
H. R. No, 358— act of July 19, 1848. 
To provide for pensions to soldiers of the war with Mexico and Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 1382 
of the Seminole war of 1236, &c. Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs scones 18 
Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennesse 181 H. R. No. 377— 3 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions- 181 For the payment of duties on imports in legal-tender notes or 
H. R. No. 359— coin at the option of the importer, 

To extend the provisions of the act of Congress approved Feb- Introduced by Riddle, of Tennessee - 182 
ruary 14, 1871, granting pensions to certain soldiers and Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 182 
sailors of the war of 1812. H. R. No. 373— 

Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennesse 181 To repeal section 3412 of the Revised Statutes, which imposes 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 181 a tax of 10 per cent. upon the circulation of State banks 
H. R. No. 360— and State banking associations, 

For the relief of the State of Tennessee. Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 5 
Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennesse 181 Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 152 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiclarr gg 181 | H. R. No. 379— 

H. R. No. 361— Appropriating §125,000 for the improvement of the navigation 

To pay certain persons therein specified for horses illegally of the Cumberland River from Nashville, Tennessee, to 
taken from them by officers of the United States, the Cincinnati and Chattanooga Railroad. 

Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennessee....-........ i) ok, Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 182 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 181 Referred to the Committee on Commerco........ --------- 182 
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H. R. No. 380— 

Appropriating $25,000 for the improvement of the navigation 
of Caney Fork and Obey’s Rivers, tributaries of the Cum- 
berland River. 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 


H; R. No. 381— 
spirits to fifty cents on each 


To reduce the tax on distilled 
proof-gallon. 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 
Referred to t 
H. R. No. 382— 
For the repeal of the restrictions upon the sale of tobacco in 
the leaf by the producers thereof. 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee a 
the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 383— < 


For the relief of J. D. Bond & Brother, of Wilson County, Ten- 


nessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesseoo 
Referred to the Committee of Claims .................---- 
H. R. No. 384— 

Granting a pension to Mary E. Campbell. 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 385— 

For the relief of George W. Twidwell, of Smith County, Ten- 
nessee. 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 386— 

For the relief of Thomas White, of Maury County, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 387— 

For the relief of William Truett, late of Company H, Fifth 
Tennessee Cavalry United States Volunteers, 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 7 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 388— 

For the relief of William Roylston. 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 389— 

To equalize the bounties of soldiers who served in the lato 
war for the Union. 

Introduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennesse rf) 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs tirga e 
H. R. No. 390— 

Making appropriations to improve the navigation of tributary 
streams of the Tennessee River. 

Introduced by Mr. Thornbargh, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 391— 

For the relief of Hardin Scaggs, of Maynardville, Tennessee, 
8 furnished the Federal Army during the late 
rebellion. 

Introduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 392— 
For the relief of Mrs. Mary D. Williams, widow of W. W. 
Bb si late a private in Company B, Second Tennessee 
nfantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennesse ` 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 393— 

For the relief of Luther M. Blackman. 

Introduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 394— 

Granting a pension to the heirs of Horace A. Chambers. 

In aced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennesse 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions ease 
H. R. No. 395— 

For the relief of William A. Rucker. } 

Introduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Military eee 
H. R. No. 396— 

For the relief of George W. Dice. 

Introduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennessee 1 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 397— 

To improve the navigation of the Tennessee River. 
Introduced by Mr. Atkins, of Tennessees ..-- 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 398— Š 
Authorizing the sale of leaf-tobacco in limited quantities. 
“Introduced by Mr. Atkins, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 


—— — 
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H. R. No. 399— 

To repeal the first and third sections of the resumption law. 
Introduced by Mr. Atkins, of Tennessee 3 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 

H. R. No. 400— 
To make an appropriation for continuing the improvement of 
the Cumberland River. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 401— 
To allow producers of leaf-tobacco to sell the same by retail 
to consumers free of tax. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee a 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means..... 8 
H. R. No. 402— . 
For the relief of Duncan Marr, of Montgomery County, Ten- 


nessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 3 > 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 403— 
To continue the work on the Tennesseo River at Muscle 
Shoals. 


Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 404— 

To continue the improvement on the Hiwassee River. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee APTER 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce Z 

H. R. No. 405— 

Fixing exemptions on N in favor of the United States. 
Introdu by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse 
Referred to Committee on the Judiciary.—- 3 

H. R. No. 406— 
Repealing the tax on tobacco in the hands of the producer. 
ntroduced by Mr, Dibrell, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 407— 
Granting a pension to James P. Thompson, of McMinnville, 
Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 5 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
H. R. No, 408— 
Granting a pension to Moses Cunningham, of McMinn County, 
Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 409— 
For the relief ef James Clift, late captain Fifth Tennessee 
Cavalry. 
Introduced by Mr, Dibrell, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No, 410— 
Te compensate State and county officers for services rendered 
under writs of corpus from United States courts, 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 
H. R. No. 411— 
To establish a district and circuit court at Chattanooga, Ten- 


nessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse 0 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............- 5 
H. R. No. 412— 

To reduce the expense of collecting customs. 

Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Public Expenditures 
H. R. No. 413— 

For the relief of distilleries of small capacity. 

. Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means Sessa 
H. R. No. 414— 

For the relief of William S. Burgess and others, of Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 415— : 

For the relief of J. M. Bragg and others, of Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims - 

H. R. No. 416— 

For the relief of J. J. wate py of Tennessee, 

Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse — 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 417— 

For the relief of II. L. and J. M. Carrick, of Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse 5 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims ET TT 

H. R. No. 418— 

For the relief of B. F. Martin, of Tennessee. 

Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee S iagecws 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims . 
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H. R. No. 419— 
For the relief of Smith J. Walling, of Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 


Referred to the Committee on War Claims.. 
H. R. No. 420— 
To refund to Asa Faulkner, of Tennessee, the proceeds of cot- 
ton seized by the United States Army. 


Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 2 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 421— 


To pay Alexander Kelly, of Marion County, Tennessee, for 
services on a military commission. 

Introduced. by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse 

Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No, 422— 

For the relief of James W. East wood's estate. 

Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee adeno 8 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims „ 

H. R. No. 423— : 

For the relief of William Bullard. 

Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 424— 

To incorporate the Barataria Ship-Canal Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce............--.-. 

H. R. No. 425— 

For the relief of Edward T. Freeman, of Memphis, Tenn 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennesse 2 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

H. R. No. 426— 

For the relief of Jessie J. Busby, of Memphis, Tennessee. 

- Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennesse 

Referred to the Committee on War Claim 

EL R. No, 427— 

For the relief of Mrs. Julia Elliott, widow and administratrix 
of Newell D, Elliott, deceased, late of the city of Memphis, 
in the State of Tennessee. 

Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee ARI TIN á 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims OE 

H. R. No. 428— 

To 3 for refunding internal-revenue tax illegally col- 


Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims spas 
Reference changed to the Committee of Ways and Means.. 

H. R. No, 429— 
For the relief of Mrs, Mary P. Bradford, of Shelby County, 

Tennessee. i 

Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 430— 


For the relief of John Clinton, postmaster at Brownsville, 
Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Caldwell, of Tennessee 9 
Referred to the Committee of Claim Socks 
H. R. No. 431— 
To provide for the holding of terms of the district and cir- 
cnit courts of the United States at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
Introduced SA Hamilton, of Indiana. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar yy. = 
H. R. No, 432— 
For the relief of Jethro M. Boyd, of Indiana. 
Introduced by Mr. Hamilton, of Indiana 
Referred to Committee on Military Affairs 3 
H. R. No, 433— 
To e the States for expenses incurred in the late re- 
on. 
Introduced 8 Hamilton, of Indiana 
Committee on War Claims 2 


For the relief of Arthur W. Gray. 


; 


Introduced by Mr. Cobb, of Indiana 
Referred to Committee on Military Affairs ° 
H. R. No. 435— ; 


Providing for the withdrawal of the national-bank currency 
and the issuing of five hundred millions of non-interest- 


bearing Treasury notes to supply the place of said national- . 


bank currency, and making said Treasury notes a le; 

tender for sums, public and private, except when by 
the terms of the contract it is ressly provided other- 
wise, and re ing the third section of the act of Con- 
gress entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of 
specie payments,” approved January 14, 1875; and pro- 
viding for coinage of gold and silver bullion, and fixing 
the standard thereof, and making all silver coin of the 


same standard a legal tender. 
Introduced by Mr. Cobb, of Indiana TAPE 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 


H. R. No. 436— 
Granting a pension to Adam Stinson. 
In uced by Mr. Fuller, of Indiana 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 437— 
To zapel section 3229 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
tates. P 


Introduced by Mr. Fuller, of Indiana * 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Tio 8 t for th tion of speci 

o re the act for the resumption o 0 nts. 

Introduced by Mr. Faller, of TEPAS sécnevep 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency..... 
H. R. No. 439— 

Granting a pension to Jonathan R. Tilman, 

Introduced by Mr. Fuller, of Indiana e 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 440— 

To repeal the hearse law. 

Introduced by Mr. Fuller, of Indian. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 
H. R. No. 441— 
To establish the southern district of Indiana, and to provide 
for the holding of cirenit and district courts therein. 
Introduced by Mr. Fuller, of Indiana 53 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...-.....-.--- 
H. R. No, 442— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase silver 
bullion, and cause the same to be coined, as well as the 
silver bullion of citizens of the United States, into silver 
dollars; and making said silver dollars when coined a full 
legal tender for all debts, public and private, within the 
United States, including duties on imports and interest on 
the public debt, excepting obligations heretofore entered 
into and made payans in gold, such obligations last 


named to be paid gold ; and repealing all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent herewith. 
Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana 3 
Referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 
8 „7G ĩͤ pane 
H. R. No. 443— 


To provide the mode for the election of certain officers of the 
United States, and to prevent frauds in such elections. 


Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana besosss ceva 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary......... 3 
H. R. No. 444— 

To fix the legal rate of interest on national money through- 
out the United States at not exceeding 6 per cent. per 
annum, and affixing penalties for its violation. 

Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana................-.. “ 
Referred to Committee on Banking and Currency..... 
H. R. No. 445— 


To equalize the bounties of soldiers who served in the late 
war for the Union. 


Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana SARN SR p 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs kS 
H. R. No. 446— 


Authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to reissue all 
United States notes commonly called greenbacks which 
have been redeemed under the act known as the resump- 
tion act, and pay them out on the public debt. 

Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indian 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 447— ` 
To authorize and equip an expedition to the Arctic Seas. 
Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana 7 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 448 

For the relief of William J. Alexander, of Bloomington, Mon- 

roe County, Indiana. 


Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana s.sss2s0s 
Referred to Committee on War Claims 5 

H. R. No. 449— 
For the relief of Colonel Bernard F. Mullen, of Terre Haute, 

Indiana. 
Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana. ER 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 450- 
For the relief of John F. Sutherlin & Bro., of Parke County, 

Indiana. 
Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 451— 
For the relief of Alvin B. Casebeer, of Vermillion County, 

Indiana. 
Antroduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
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II. R. No. 452— H. R. No. 468— 
To provide for the coining of standard silver dollars, to make For the relief of Susan P. Vance. 
the same a legal tender, and to authorize the Secretary of Introduced by Mr. Bicknell, of Indian 185 
the Treasury to issue notes of the United States, redeem- Referred to the Committee on War Claims 3 185 


able in silver coin, to depositors of silver bullion, and to H. R. No. 469— 


provide for coining the same. 


Introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indian jses AA 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 185 
H. R. No. 453— 


H. R. No. 470— 


To limit the liability to actions for damages of purchasers of 
Granting a pension to Selar B. Decker, late a contract nurse 


articles whose manufacture and sale infringe a patent, 


Introduced by Mr. Baker, of Iu diana 185 in hospital No. 7 at Louisville, Kentucky. 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 185 Introduced by Mr. Bicknell, of Indiana..................- 185 
H. R. No, 454— Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... ........ 185 
Granting a 3 to Ludwig Ueber, late a private, unas- H. R. No. 471— 
signed, in the Thirty-seveuth Regiment of Indiana Vol- ace, Ry pension to Martha J. Robinson, widow of James 
unteer Infantry. H. Robinson. 
Introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana TE S Introduced by Mr. Bicknell, of Indiana. ............-..-.. 185 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 2 - 19 
H. R. No. 455— H. R. No. 472— e 
To direct the Secretary of War to remove the charge of deser- For the relief of Thomas Wilson. 
tion now ik Ap John Haines, and to grant hin Introduced by Mr. Bicknell, of Indiana 185 
an honorable dise o. Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs eo, AED 
Introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana 185 | H. R. No. 473— 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. as 185| Granting a pension to Rebecca C. Reich, widow of Gideon 8. 
H. R. No. 456— Reich, of Indianapolis, Indiana, 

Granting a pension to Robert M. Widney. Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana. 185 
Introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana . 18⁵ Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions - 185| H. R. No. 474— 

H. R. No. 457— Granting a pension to Lewis E. Campbell, Company K, 
To make duties on imports to the amount of one-fourth part Twenty-first Indiana Heavy Artillery. 
thereof payablo in legal-tender notes of the United States, Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana. 185 
and to provide for the disbursement of the same. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
Introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana 185 H. R. No. 475— 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 185] Granting a pension to William Black. 
H. R. No. 458— Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana 1385 
Giving the Court of Claims jurisdiction to hear and determine Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 185 
the claim of William T. Pate and Silas Q. Howe. H. R. No. 476— 
Introdaced by Mr. Sexton, of Indiana 185 Granting a pension to Joab Albertson, of Company K, Twenty- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciaryy 185 first Regiment of Indiana Volunteers, — 
Reference changed to the Committee of Ways and Means.. 424 Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana ORT. - 185 
H. R. No. 459— Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 
For the relief of Gallus Kerchner. H. R. No. 477— 


Introduced by Mr. Sexton, of Indian. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No, 460— 
For the relief of discharged United States soldiers whose final- 
discharge papers have been lost or destroyed. 


Granting a pension to Anna Koeninger, widow of Lonis 


Koeninger, late private Second Indiana Battery. 
Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana........... 4 8 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 


Introduced by Mr. Calkins, of Indiana. 185 | To refund to John W. L. Matlock, of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 185 the sum of $754.55, wrongfuly collected from him by the 
H. R. No. 461— collector of internal revenue for Clarke County, Indiana, 

For the relief of Peter Sconden, late a corporal of Company K, March 24, 1866, with interest on same from that date, 
Twelfth Indiana Volunteer Cavalry, a resident of White Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana................. ‘eee. 18D 
County, Indiana. Referred to the Committee of Claims ...........-......-- 185 

Introduced by Mr, Calkins, of Indiana ---- 185 H. R. No. 479— 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs . 185| For the relief of Abel M. Lewis. 
H. R. No. 462— Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana 5 185 

To amend a part of chapter 105 of an act entitled “An act Referred to the Committee of Claim ss. 185 
making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the H. R. No. 480— 

Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and Granting eee W. Stephenson, captain of Com- 

for other 3 pany II, Twenty-fourth iment Indiana Volunteers. 
Introduced . Calkins, of Indiana. 185 Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana.............--..... 185 
Referred to the Committee on Printing 185 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 186 
Reference changed to the Committee on the Post-Office and H. R. No. 481— 

e poutucsdecacascessdscecuse anne 720 | To repeal the bankrupt law, and all acts amendatory thereof 

H. R. No. 463— or supplemental thereto. : 
To amend section 3280, title 35, Revised Statutes of the United Introduced by Mr. Hanna, of Indiana 3 - 186 
States. Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar a 186 
eIntrodaced by Mr. Browne, of Indiana 185 | H. R. No. 482— 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 185| Granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 
H. R. No. 464— : 1846 with Mexico, and the widows of deceased soldiers 

Granting a pension to James C. Bates, of Randolph County, and sailors. 

Indiana. Introduced by Mr. Sparks, of IIlinois 3 186 
Introduced by Mr. Browne, of Indiana 185 Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions . 186 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 H. R. No. 483— 

222 te Marta 6.3 f Wayne Count Taatroduced by Mr, perks, of Ili 186 
ranting a ion ones, o ayne County, n u y Mr. 0 Won < 

Indiana. Referred to Gommnitios oat Coinage, Weights, and Measures.. 186 
Introduced by Mr. Browne, of Indiana - 185 H. R. No. 484— 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185] Authorizing the payment of duties on imports in legal-tender 
H. R. No. 466— Treasury notes. é 
Granting a pension to Mrs. Nancy Simmons. Introduced by Mr. Sparks, of Illinois 186 
Introduced by Mr. White, of Indiana 185 Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. — 186 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions............ 185 | H. R. No. 485— i 
II. R. No. 467— To re provisions of the act entitled “An act to provide for 

Restoring the name of Tbomas Crawford, a soldier of the the resumption of specie payments,” approved 8 14, 
Mexican war, to the pension-roll. 1875. 

Introduced by Mr. Bicknell, of Indiana 185 Introduced by Mr. Sparks, of Ilinois..................-. - 18 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 185 Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 186 


HOUSE BILLS. 


H. R. No. 486— 
For the relief of Mrs, Amanda Rains. 


H. R. No. 487— 
Granting a pension to David Truitt, a soldier in the Mexican 
ar. 


war. 
Introduced by Mr. Eden, of Illinois 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 488— 
Granting a pension to the minor children of Benjamin S. 


Ryan. 
Introduced by Mr. Eden, of Illinois A 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 489— 
Granting & pension to Samuel D. Parks. 
Introduced by Mr. Eden, of Illinois 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
22;ͤĩ7«? Miia eho ot Hessen BR 
ranting a pension to Rose er, owo n F. er, 
rhs late a private in Company E, One hundred and 
twenty-third Illinois Infantry. 
Introduced (Sat Eden, of IIlinois 3 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 491— x 
Granting a pension to H. Brown, late a private in Com- 
pray C, One hundred and twenty-third Regiment Illinois 
olunteers. 


Introduced by Mr. Eden, of Illinois.........-......--. TF 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
e ee Wagan oo B, F 
ranting a on topher mpany B, Four- 
teenth eee Illinois 5 Infantry. 
Introduced R Mr. Eden, of Illinois ...... ....-... %0 sinusa 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 493— 
Authorizing the issue of aland-warrant to the heirs of William 
Shepherd, di in lieu of one lost. 
In uced by Mr. Eden, of Illinois.............-... shee 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 494— 
To revise and simplify existing laws imposing duties on im- 
ports, and to reduce taxation. 


Introduced by Mr. Morrison, of Illinois, ..---. .-.- ian orate 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 495— 


To provide for counting the electoral vote for President and 
Vice-President of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of Illinois 
Referred to the Special Committee on Counting the Elect- 
e casera orks ance naeeys 
H. R. No. 496— 
To repeal the bankrupt law, and all acts amendatory and 
explanatory thereof. 
Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of Minois.. ...- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciaryy 
H. R. No. 497— 
To repeal the resumption clauses of the act known as the 
resumption act of January 14, 1875. 
Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of IIlinois 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 498— 
To authorize the coinage of the standard silver dollar, and 
8 its legal-tender character. 


Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of Illinois.................-. 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 499— 


To amend section 27 of chapter 2, title 2, of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States. 


Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of Illinois................... 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........--..-. 
Reference changed to the Committee of ons. e 
H. R. No. 500— 
Jo confirm to the city of Chicago, Illinois, the title to certain 
public grounds, 
Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of Illinois....---...--.-..-.. 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 


H. R. No. 501— 
To amend section 2990, chapter 7, title 34, of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States. 


Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of Dlinois.............-.-..- 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 502— 


To define who are officers of vessels, 
Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of Illinois...............--.. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
H. R. No. 503— 
Granting a pension to Daniel Clary, 
Introduced by Mr. Springer, of IIIinois.Q 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
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H. R. No. 504— 
For the relief of Albert Grant. 
Introduced by Mr. Springer, of IIIinois 186 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 186 
H. R. No. 505— 


To repeal certain sections of the Revised Statutes, and to 
amend certain sections of the Statutes at Large, relating 
to the removal of causes from State courts. 

Introduced by Mr. Townshend, of IIIinois - 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 
H. R. No. 506— 

Granting a pension to John B. Tucker. 

Introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois......~.......... 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions Suess 
H. R. No. 507— 


Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 508— 

For the relief of Samuel M. Nalley. 
Introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois.........-...... 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 509— 

To autoria the construction of a public building at Quincy, 
Ilinois. 

Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of IIlinois 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. .- 
H. R. No. 510— 

Granting a pension to Harris B. Lovell, late a private in Com- 
any C, One hundred and twenty-second Illinois Infantry 
olunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of IIlinois 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
a(n pei George W. Wright, of Brown County, 

ranting a pension to f of Brown County, 

Illinois, a soldier of iho war of 1812 

Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of IIIinois ..s.---.---0 5105-1-1 

Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 512— 

For the relief Henry Head, of Quincy, Illinois. 
Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of IIIinois 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 513— 
Amendatory of section 1514 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of Illinois 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .......--...-. 
H. R. No. 514— 
Authorizing the coining of the standard silver dollar, and 
er e its legal-tender character. 
Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of Illinois 
Referred to Committee on Banking and Currency. ..... 
H. R. No. 515— 

Repealing certain portions of an act entitled “ An act to pro- 

vide for the resumption of ie payments.” 


Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of Mlinois..-..........--+.-..-. 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 516— 


For the relief of Mrs. Helen B. Foster, widow of Edwin R. 
Foster, deceased, late first lieutenant of Company G in 
the Eighteenth Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois.......-..... l 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 517— 

For the improvement of the Mississippi River, and to prevent 
the erosion of its banks between Islands Nos. 14 and 15, 
near the town of Kaskaskia, Illinois, 

Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois.......-...----. sae 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce ....-....-.--.---- 
H. R. No. 518— 

To authorize a further appropriation to continue the publio 
works now in the conrse of construction upon the Missis- 
sippi River, between the foot of Dickey Island and the 
mouth of the Ohio River, in the State of Illinois. 

Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of IIlinoiss 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 519— 

Granting a pension to Mrs. Helen B. Foster, widow of Edwin R. 
Foster, deceased, late first lieutenant of Company G in 
the Eighteenth IIlinois Infantry Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Ilinois.........-..--..-.-- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No, 520— 
For the relief of Thomas W. Segar, of Illinois. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of [llinois........-.-......-.- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 521— 
For the relief of Thomas F. Alexander, of Illinois, 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of IIIinois - 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
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H. R. No. 522— H. R. No. 540— 
Granting a pension to James B. Gillespie, late captain Com- To repeal the time clause of the resumption act. 
y I, One hundred and twentieth Regiment Illinois In- Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Illinois...... ....... ......-- 188 
antry Volunteers. Referred to the Committee on Banking and Curreney 188 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois............---....- 187 | H. R. No. 541— 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 For the relief of William H. Carmen, 
H. R. No. 523— Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Illinois..................... 188 

For the relief of W. P. Halliday and 8. B. Halliday. Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 183 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois.............-...-.- 187 | H. R. No. 542— 

Referred to the Committee on War Claims webweoves - 187| To change the location and name of the Miners’ National 
H. R. No, 524— Bank of Braidwood, Illinois, 

Granting a pension to Lemuel L. Lawrence, late second lieu- Introduced by Mr. Hayes, of Illinois...-........-....--.-- 188 

tenant Company B in the Sixth Regiment Illinois Cav- Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency.... 188 

alry Volunteers. H. R. No. 543— 

Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois -- 187 To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to credit upon cer- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 tain ee raphe the taxes assessed upon certain spirits 
H. R. No. 525— destroyed by fire. : 

For the relief of Rev. Erastus Lathrop, of the State of Mli- Introduced by Mr. Hayes, of Illinois..............-...--.. 188 

nois. Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 188 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois. 187 | H. R. No. 544— 

Referred to the Committee on War Claims 187 | To equalize the bounties of soldiers and others who served in 
H. R. No. 526— the late war for the Union. 

Authorizing the payment of duties on imports in legal-tender Introduced by Mr. Hayes, of Illinois........--....---..... 188 

notes. Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 188 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of IIlinois . 187 | H. R. No. 545— 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 187 | To provide for the issue of national savings bonds. 
H. R. No. 527— Introduced 5 7 — Hayes, of Illinois. 188 

Granting a pension to Samuel W. Hester, late private of Com- Referred to Committee on Banking and Currency 188 

pany D of the Thirty-first Regiment Illinois Infantry Vol- H. R. No. 546— 

unteers, For the relief of Edwin A. Clifford, of Evanston, Illinois. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois 187 Introduced by Mr. Brentano, of EEC 188 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 Referred to the Committee of Claims. 188 

H. R. No. 528— H. R. No. 547— 

Gentag a pension to Carrol Anderson, late private Company To amend section 3244 of the Revised Statutes of the United 

A, Eighteenth iment Illinois Infantry Volunteers. States, relating to certain special taxes imposed by the 
Introduced by Mr. tzell, of Illinois- ..............--.. 187 internal-revenue law. 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 Introduced by Mr. Brentano, of Illinois........-.......... 188 
H. R. No. 529— Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 188 

Granting a pension to Daniel Middough. H. R. No. 548— 

In uced by Mr. Henderson, of Lllinois................- 187 To establish and maintain a national savings depository as a 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 branch of the Post-Office Department. 
H. R. No. 530— Introduced by Mr. Tipton, of Illinois.........--...---.... 188 

Granting a pension to James W. Thompson. Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 188 
8 by Mr. Henderson, of IIIIinoi ss 187 | H. R. No, 549— 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 | To repeal an act entitled “An act to establish a uniform sys- 
H. R. No. 531— tem of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” ap- 

Restoring the name of Thomas W. Brown to the pension-roll. proved March 2, 1867, and all acts supplementary or 

Introduced by Mr. Henderson, of Dlinois...... .......... 187 amendatory thereto. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 Introduced by Mr. Tipton, of Illinois. ....-...--.......-.. 188 
H. R. No. 532— Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...-..-........ 188 
Granting a pension to John Frey. H. R. No. 550— 
3 by Mr. Henderson, of IIIin ois 187 | Granting a pension to Mary A. Allen. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 187 Tnteadaned by Mr. Fort, of Ilinois....-.. ........---..... 188 
H. R. No. 533— Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... 188 

To provide for the construction of the Illinois and Mississippi H. R. No. 551— 

Canal, and to cheapen transportation. To grant poo to all surviving officers and soldiers who 
Introduced by Mr. Henderson, of Illinois......-........-.- 187 in the United States Army in the war with Mex- 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals....... 187 ico. 

H. R. No. 534— Introduced by Mr. Fort, of Illinois.........----..........- 188 

To amend the laws relating to internal revenue. Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 188 
Introduced by Mr. Burchard, of Illinois................... 187 | H. R. No. 552— 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 187 | For the repeal of the bankruptcy law, and all of the amend- 
H. R. No. 535— ments thereto. 

For the relief of the executors of the estate of John 8. Mil- Introduced by Mr. Fort, of Illinois....-...---..--..------ 188 

ler, d N Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...-.......... 188 
Introduced by Mr. Burchard, of IIlinois 187 | H. R. No. 553— 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 187 | To authorize the construction of a bridge across the Missouri 
H. R. No. 536— River at or near Glasgow, Missouri. 

For the relief of W. C. Snyder, of Illinois. Introduced by Mr. Fort, of FEN 00 188 
Introduced by Mr. Burchard, of Illinois .........-........ 187 Referred to the Committee on Commerce...--...---..----- 188 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 187 | H. R. No. 554— 

H. R. No. 537— Authorizing the coining of the standard silver dollar, and 
For the relief of William P. Hazard. restoring its legal-tender character. 
Introduced by Mr. Burchard, of Illinois................... 187 Introduced by Mr. Fort, of IIlinois 188 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 187 Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures.. 188 
H. R. No. 538— H. R. No. 555— 
Granting a pension to William M. Dillon, of Sterling, Illinois. For the relief of Wilber F. Chamberlain, of Lewis County, 
In uced by Mr. Burchard, of Ilinois.......-..........- 187 Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 187 Introduced by Mr. Glover, of Missouri . „„ 188 
H. R. No. 539— Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 188 

To authorize the assignees of the State of Illinois to select H. R. No. 556— 

and enter public lands to which said State is entitled nn- For the relief of James A. Hile, of Lewis County, Missouri. 

3 der and by the provisions of the several acts of Congress, Introduced by Mr. Glover, of Missouri........--..-....--. 188 
namely, the act of September 28, 1850, known as the Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 188 
“swamp-land act;” the act of March 2, 1855, known as the H. R. No, 557— 

“indemnity act ;” and the act extending the provisions of To authorize the Court of Claims to hear and determine the 

said act, passed March 3, 1857. claim of Charles A. Perry & Co. 

Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Illinois................2... 187 Introduced by Mr. Franklin, of Missouri. 188 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 188 Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.... .-.-- Postel) 200, 
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H. R. No. 558— 
For the relief of A. L. H. Crenshaw, of Jackson County, Mis- 
souri. 
Introduced by Mr. Franklin, of Missouri. 188 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 188 
H. R. No. 559— 


To provide for the repeal of the third section of the act en- 
titled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie 


payments,” approved Junuary 14, 1875. 
Introduced by Me. Franklin, of Missouri 188 
Referred to Committee on Banking and Currency --..- 188 


H. R. No. 560— 
To provide for the construction of a publie building at the 
city of Kansas, State of Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Franklin, of Missouri 188 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 183 
H. R. No. 561— 
Granting a pension to Minor T. Smith, of Jackson County, 
Missouri, for services in the Mexican war. 
Introduced by Mr. Franklin, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 562— 
For the relief of James Brice, of Jackson County, Missouri, 
for depredations committed by the Arapaho Indians. 


Introduced by Mr. Franklin, of Missouri 188 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 188 
H. R. No. 563— 


To provide for holding terms of the district and circuit courts 
of the United States at Kansas City, Missouri. 


Introduced by Mr. Franklin, of Missouri..........--...... 188 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...... ...-...- 189 
H. R. No. 564— 


To confirm the title to certain lands in Platte County, Mis- 
souri, and authorize patents to be issued therefor to Kin- 


sey B. Cecil. 
Introduced by Mr. Franklin, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 189 
H. R. No. 565— 


To appropriate $1,000,000 to be expended in deepening and 
permanently locating the channel of the Missouri River, 
with a view to securing a navigable depth of five feet 
during low water from Sioux City to the mouth of said 
river. 


Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 159 
H. R. No. 566— 


entering. jurisdiction on United States circuit courts, and 
roviding for trial of certain claims against the United 
tates now prosecuted before the Quartermaster and 
Commissary General and Third Auditor, and revoking the 
jurisdiction of the latter departments in such cases. 


Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .... ...--...-- 139 
H. R. No. 567— 

For the relief of Elijah Fisher, of Howard County, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 189 

H. R. No. 568— 

For the relief of William L. Hickam, of Missouri. 

Introdnced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 189 
H. R. No, 569— 


To reimburse the University of Missouri for damages and in- 
ury sustained during the late war by the troops of the 


nited States. 
Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 189 


H. R, No. 570— 
Regulating the practice in United States circuit and district 
courts as to the time and manner of instructing juries 
and arguing the cause. 
Introduced uy Mr. Clark, of Missouri..................... 189 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.... .......... 189 
H. R. No. 571— 
Providing for the coinage of standard silver dollars, and re- 
storing the monetary function thereof. 


Introduced by Mr. Bland, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency ..... 189 

H. R. No. 572— 

Providing for free sale of tobacco by producers thereof. 
Introduced by Mr. Bland, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 189 

H. R. No, 573— 

For the relief of William J. Piland. 
Introduced 5 Mr. Bland, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 9 189 
H. R. No. 574 
For the relief of tobacco-growers. 
Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 189 
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H. R. No. 575— 
To encourage the home manufacture of tobacco. 
Introduced 1 Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 189 
H. R. No. 576— 


For the relief of the heirs of Frederick C. Butler, late of New 
Madrid County, Missouri. 


Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 189 
H. R. No. 577— 

For the relief of Jason Ashworth, of Polk County, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 

H. R. No. 578— 

For the relief of Mary A. Silvey. 

Introduced by Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri 189 


Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............. 189 
H. R. No. 579— 
For the relief of the legal representatives of Alexander Bar- 
clay, deceased, late of Benton County, Missouri. 


Introduced My Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 189 
H. R. No. 580— 


For the relief of Reinhart Breinneiss, John H. Moas, Henry 
W. Kolkmeyer, Frank Breinneiss, and Louis Tompkins, 
of Missouri, for services ren to the United 8 
during the war. 


Introduced by Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims. 189 
H. R. No. 581— 

For the relief of Joseph Diehl, of Moniteau County, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 189 

H. R. No. 582— 
For the relief of R. M. Wyrick and others, loyal citizens of 
Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims „ 18 
H. R. No. 583— 

For the relief of Timothy J. Hurlburt. 

Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri gases 109 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions - 189 
H. R. No. 584— 


For the relief of Mary J. Lebow. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri................... 189 


Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........... 189 
H. R. No. 585— 
For the relief of Daniel C. Putnam. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 189 
H. R. No. 586— 
For the relief of Josiah Cunningham. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri -...-.............. 189 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 189 
Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 256 
H. R. No. 587— 
For the relief of William A. Carr, of Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri -- 189 
Referred to the Commlttee on War Claims - 189 
H. R. No. 588— 
For the relief of the widow and heirs of John A. Stephens, 
deceased, of Springfield, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri. 189 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims - 189 
H. R. No. 589— 
For the relief of Ozias Ruark. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 189 
Hor the relief of Robert L. H 1, late 0 c 
or the relief of Ro otte sergeant Com 
Fifteenth Missouri Cavalry. naa i 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri.............-.---. 189 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 189 
H. R. No. 591— 


For the relief of James Smith, late first lientenant Company 
F, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 189 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 190 
H. R. No. 592— 
Granting a pension to Martha A. Williamson. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri. . 190 


Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........... 190 
H. R. No. 593— 

For the relief of A. B. Greenwood, of Barry County, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 190 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 190 

H. R. No. 594— 


For the relief of Samuel M. Phariss. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 


Referred to the Committee of Claims 
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H. R. No, 595— 
For the relief of growers of tobacco, permitting the sale in 
leaf form by 32 
Introduced b Mo Of nn 190 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 190 
H. R. No. 596— 
To amend section 540, chapter 1, title 13, Revised Statutes 
of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 190 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........--.-- 190 
H. R. No. 597— 


To amend an act entitled “ An act granting pensions to the 
widows, children, dependent mothers and fathers, or 
orphan brothers and sisters, of those soldiers who were 
murdered by guerrillas at Centralia, Missouri, in 1864.” 

Introduced by Mr. Rea, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ...--..-..- 
H. R. No. 598— 

To provide for the holding of additional terms of the circuit 
and district courts of the United States in the western 
district of the State of Missouri. 

Introduced by Mr. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 599— 

To change a portion of the boun -line between the States 
of Missouri and Nebraska, and to cede a portion of the 
State of Nebraska to the State of Missouri. 

Introduced by Mr. Rea, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 600— 

For the relief of the widow of James H. Wells. 

Introduced by Mr. Rea, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 


H. R. No. 601— 

For the reo ization of the United States Army. 

Introduced by Mr. Ittner, of Missouri....-.......-.- ssis» 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 602— 

To appoint a commission to consider and report a plan to 
improve the channel of the Mississippi River from Cairo 
to Saint Paul. 

Introduced by Mr. Cole, of Missouri 5 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 603— 
For the relief of the Iron Mountain Bank of Saint Louis, Mis- 


souri. — 
Introduced by Mr. Cole, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways aud Means 
H. R. No. 604— 

For the relief of the estate of Harlow J. Phelps, deceased, late 
of Saint Louis, Missouri. 

Introduced by Mr. Cole, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 605— 

For the relief of Charles W. Preddy. 

Introduced by Mr. Slemons, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 606— 

For the relief of Elias B. Moore. 

Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas. 
Referred to Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 607, 

For the relief of J. M. Hobbs, of Benton County, Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claim 

H. R. No. 608, 

For the relief of Marion Millsa 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 609— 
For the relief of G. W. Jobe, late second lieutenant of Com- 
pany F, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry Volunteers. 
Introduced by „Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 610— 

Granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexi- 
can, Florida, and the Black Hawk wars, and certain wid- 
ows of deceased soldiers and sailors of the same. 

Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 
H. R. No. 611— 

For the relief of Cane Hill College, Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas x 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations...........- 

H. R. No. 612— 

For the relief of William H. Engles. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to th 


190 
190 


190 
190 


190 
190 


190 


100 
190 


e Committee on War Claims 


Page. 
H. R. No. 613— 
Subjecting the Fort Wayne military reservation in the State 
of Ar’ to entry as other public lands in said State. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas Renee ot 190 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 00 
H. R. No. 614— 
To establish the judicial district of Oklahoma. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas. 190 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...... AT 190 
H. R. No. 615— 
Granting indemnity to States for swamp land sold by the 
United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Gause, of Arkansas 190 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 5 
H. R. No. 616— 
Granting additional lands to the State of Arkansas for the 
use of schools. 
Introduced by Mr. Gause, of Arkansas 191 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 191 
H. R. No. 617— 
To repeal sections 820 and 821 of the Revised Statutes of the 
nited States. 
Introduced by Mr. Ganse, of Arkansas. 191 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...........-.. 191 
H. R. No. 618— 
For the relief of Feriba A. Gregg. 
Introduced by Mr. Gause, of Arkansas 191 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No, 619— 
For the relief of John S. Houston. 
Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 191 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
H. R. No. 620— 
For the relief of Byron S. Morris. 
Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas ene AOL 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
H. R. No. 621— 
For the relief of Richard Hawley and Sons. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan enwonucsce 191 
Referred to the Committee of Claims A eee 191 
H. R. No. 622— 
For the relief of workmen employed in the construction of 
Poverty Island Tey Lake Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 191 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 491 
H. R. No. 623— 
For the relief of Robert C. Buchanan, colonel (retired) and 
brevet aig a geo United States Army. 
Introduced b; „Williams, of Michigan 191 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 624— 
For the relief of John Stewart, late captain of the Fifteenth 
een Michigan Volunteer Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 191 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 625— 
For the relief of John 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 29491 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No. 626— 
For the relief of John Rentz. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 191 
Referred to Committee on Military Affairs. 191 
H. R. No. 627— 
To remove the charge of desertion from the military record 
of Alfred Rouland. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 191 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No, 628— 
For the relief of Charles A. Waldemar. 
Introduced by Mr. Wi of Michigan 191 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
H. R. No, 629— 
To grant a pension to Thomas W. Hewitt. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of 140 5 . 5 191 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 191 
H. R. No. 630— 
For the relief of Joseph Sawyer, of Detroit, Michigan, late 
an acting master in the Navy of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 191 
Referred to Committee on War Claims 191 
H. R. No. 631— 
For the relief of B. J. D. Irwin. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan EL POR A 191 
Referred to the Committee on Military be eR 19 
H. R. No. 632— - 
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ntrodu Williams, o; chigan.......-- —— 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 191 
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H. R. No. 633— 


For the government and control of the harbor of refuge at 


Beach Bay on Lake Huron, Michigan. 


Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce...........--- 45 
H. R. No. 634— 


Granting a pension to Alexander St. Bernard, of Saint Clair 


County, Michigan. 
Introduced b: 3 of Mich 
Committee on In 


Company I, Fourth Michi 
Introdu 


19 Oliver H. Irons, late sergeant Co 
ranting a pension to Oliver H. Irons, se mpan 
D, Twenty-third Michigan Volunteers. uf 
Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........... 
H. R. No. 637— 
To promote immigration to the United States, and to protect 


immigrants on their eons i 
Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Michigan 


Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 638— 
Granting American registry to the Canadian steam ferry-boat 


J. W. Spicer, and for other 
Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Michigan —— nase 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce - 
H. R. No. 639— 

Relative to the steamers Philo Parsons and Island Queen. 
Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Mic 
Referred to the Committee on War 

H. R. No. 640— 
For the better protection of immigrants, and to prevent the 
importation of criminals to the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce .----- 
H. R. No. 641— 

To revise, amend, and consolidate the laws relating to the 

security of life on board vessels propelled in whole or in 


part by steam, and for other 
Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Michigan — — eseeu è vbdno 


Referred to the Committee on Commerce Sere eres 
H. R. No. 642— 
Granting a pension to Frederick W. Smith. 
In uced by Mr. McGowan, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 643— 
Providing for the levy, sale, and transfer of interest of share- 
holders in corporations under execution. ` 


Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciaryy 
H. R. No. 644— 


For the relief of Charles H. Johnson, late first lieutenant of 
the Fifteenth Michi Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Willits, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 645— 
For the relief of James Olmstead, late supernumerary second 
lieutenant of the Eleventh Kentucky Cavalry. 
Introduced by Mr. Willits, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affaire ` 


H. R. No. 646— 
Gunns a pension to Mary A. Allen. 
Introduced by Mr. Willits, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 647— 
Authorizing the construction of a light-house at Little Trav- 
erse Bay, Little Traverse, e 
Introduced by Mr. Ellsworth, of Michigan 
e Committee on Commerce 
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H. R. No. 648— 

For the relief of Asa Morse, of Staunton, Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellsworth, of Michi 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid 

H. R. No. 649— 
To prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District of 
Columbia on the Sabbath. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellsworth, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No. 650— 
Providing for the payment of mileage to members of Con- 
eon for attendance upon extra or called sessions of 
son 


gress. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellsworth, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Mil 


—ͤ—U—Iñ 2 


H. R. No. 651— 

To declare the construction of so much of section 3 of an act 
entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie 
payments,” approved January 14, 1875, as provides for 
the redemption of the Uni States legal-tender notes 
outstanding on the Ist day of January, 1879, and to 
amend the said act of Jannary 14, 1875, and other acts. 

Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Curreney 

H. R. No. 652— 
To ore public buildings at Jacksonville, in the State of 

lorida. 

Introduced by Mr. Bisbee, of Florida 
Referred to Committee on Publie Buildings and Grounds. . 

H. R. No. 653— 

Providing for the improvement of the navigation of the Saint 
John’s River, Florida. 

Introduced by Mr. Bisbee, of Florida . 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 654— : 
Making e to pay the State of Texas for money 
expended by said State in the defense of its frontier. 
Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 655— 

To transfer the Office of Indian Affairs from the Interior De 
partment to the War Department. 

Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas sss. 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 656— 

Authorizing the construetion of à post-office in the city of 
Houston, Texas. 

Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
H. R. No. 657— 
To repeal that part of section 37 of the act of 6th June, 1872, 
exempting deposits of savings-banks from taxation. 
Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 658— 

For the relief of E. J. Gurley, of McLennan County, T 
Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas wheats 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 659— 


•—— — — 


H. R. No. 660— 

For the relief of Mary E. Purnell, of Texas. 

Introduced by Mr. Culberson, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 8 
H. R. No. 661— 
To repeal so much of section 3 of an act entitled “An act to 
Peeve for the resumption of specie payments,” approved 
anuary 14, 1875, as provides for the resumption of specie 
payments on and after the Ist of J: anuary, 1879. 
Introduced by Mr. Culberson, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency è 
H. R. No. 662— 

To re an act entitled “An act to provide for the resump- 
tion of specie payments,” approved Jan 14, 1875, and 
to authorize the reissue of United States legal-tender notes. 

Introduced by Mr. Culberson, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Curreney 
H. R. No. 663— 

To amend sections 1 and 2 of an act entitled “An act to de- 
termine the jurisdiction of circuit courts of the United 
States, and to te the removal of causes from State 
courts, and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1875. 

Introduced 12 8955 Culberson, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciaryy ..-- -=--> 
H. R. No. 664— 

To provide for the coin of silver dollars. 

Introduced by Mr. C a soos en's camneasseue 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
H. R. No. 665— 

To amend section 3588 of the Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Culberson, of Texas aonr aa 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary... .-----.----- 
H. R. No. 666— 

To provide for the fortification of Galveston Harbor, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 667— 


For the relief of the heirs at law of James B. McClusky, de- 
ceased 


Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas.. ........---------< 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
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H. R. No. 668— 
For the relief of Charles W. Adams, of New York. 


Introduced b 


H. R. No. 669— 

For the relief of the heirs of William Hendly, deceased, 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas ...-.-......-...---- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claim 

H. R. No. 670— 

For the relief of Joseph E. Wilson. 

Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims ............---- 
H. R. No. 671— i 

For the relief of the heirs of David G. Burnett. 

Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas! 
Referred to the Committee of Claim. 
H. R. No. 672— 

For the relief of Carl G. and John Palm. 

Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas ss 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 673— 

To amend certain sections of titles 48 and 52 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States concerning commerce and 
navigation and the regulation of steam-vessels. 

Introduced by Mr. R e buss mace aces 
Referred to Committee on Commerce. 
H. R. No. 674— 

To regulate inter-State commerce and to prohibit unjust dis- 
criminations by common carriers. 

Introduced by Mr. 
Referred to 
H. R. No. 675— 

To 5 3 for the improvement of the navigation 

0 
R 


Mr. Giddings, 


the harbor and bar of Sabine Pass, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. FOL; ROR secre oe re Canc cee esas 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 676— 
To amend the act entitled “ An act granting pensions to cer- 
tain soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812, and the wid- 
ows of deceased soldiers,” approved February 14, 1871. 
Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 677— 
To provide a suitable building for the United States courts, 
t-office, and internal-revenue officers, in the city of 
Tyler, State of Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. .. 
H. R. No. 678— 
Appropriating money for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Sabine and Trinity Rivers, in the State of Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 679— 
For the relief of two Senators and four Representatives 
elected to Congress from the State of Texas in 1866, 
Introduced by Mr. OU; Of LOXRA. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary gg 
H. R. No. 680— 
For the improvement of the navigation of the Neches River, 
in the State of Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 681— 

To establish the collection district of Sabine Pass, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 682— 
For the relief of Jiles S. Bo 
soldier of the war of 1812. 
Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
Reference changed to the Committee on Revolutionary 
/%%%%%%%%00%%ç0ĩðê 8 
H. R. No. 683— 

For the relief of the heirs of Moses Cox, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 684— 

For the relief of the heirs of Samuel Quorles, deceased. 

Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of T 


of Rusk County, Texas, a 


OLIE ccosinaveccenconicnes 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 685— 

For the relief Samuel Kilgore, a citizen of Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 686— 

For the relief of Joseph Clymer, of Texas. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 


H. R. No. 687— 

Granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexi- 
can, Florida, and the Black Hawk wars, and to certain 
widows of deceased soldiers and sailors of the same. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 688— 

For the relief of Daniel M. Page. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 689— > 
For the relief of He: Warren. 
Introduced b Mi Oe AN Of TWSRG i 64 fi cecsessss 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
H. R. No. 690— 
For the relief of John N. Reed. 


Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 691 — 


Authorizing the coinage of the silver dollar, and making 
provision for the 88 resumption of specie payments. 
Introduced by Mr. Cummings, of Io Wai 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 692 
For the relief of certain employés on the work for the im- 
rovement of the Des Moines Rapids of the Mississippi 
iver. 
Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Io Www 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce ..--.....-......- 
F rantin Henry Fishb 0 A 
ranting a pension to Henry Fishburn, private Company A, 
Twenty fifth Regiment wk Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Iowa ..-... ..-.-. -.----..-+-. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 694— 
For the relief of William H. Needham. 
Introduced by Mr. Sampson, of Iowa 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 695— 
For the relief of Mrs. Sarah Miller, widow of A. P. Miller, 
deceased. 
Introduced 7 Mr. Sampson, of Io ]W W 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 696— 
For the relief of Henry Simons, late eee in Company D, 
Fourth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Sampson, of IW aa. 
Referred to Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 697— 
Remorse the name of Benjamin Hollingsworth to the pension- 
roll. 
Introduced by Mr. Sampson, of IoẽwũW a 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 698— 
Granting a pension to Nathan Udell. 
In uced by Mr. Sampson, of Iowa.......-.---........- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 699— 
To restore certain lands in Iowa to settlement under the home- 
stead law, and for other purposes. 
Introduced by Mr. Price, of Ilowa.....--..---------...+-.- 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 700— 

To amend sections 649 and 714 of the Revised Statutes. 
Introduced by Mr. Price, of Iowa.......-----..-.--..-..-- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary u 

H. R. No. 701— 
To reduce the interest on the public debt, and to secure the 
circulating notes of national banks. 
Introduced 7 M. Pric6, Of l; ——́- 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Curreney 
H. R. No. 702— 
Granting a pension to Orin B. Crane. 
Introduced by Mr. Price, of Iowa. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 703— 
Granting a pension to John Ross, of Capman Bechler’s com- 
pany of Pennsylvania militia, war of 1812. 
In uced by Mr. Price, of Iowa. 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 704— 
Granting a pension to J. D. Binford, late a private in the Sec- 
ond Iowa sg tags 
Introduced by Mr. Price, of Iowa.... ...--...---.---....-- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 705— 
Granting a pension to Laura Seaman, the widow of Elricy 
Seaman, a soldier in the war of 1812. 
Introduced by Mr. Price, of Iowa............-.-...-...-.- 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


194 
194 


194 


HOUSE BILLS. 


221 


H. R. No. 706— 
Granting a pemon to Henry C. Weatherby, a soldier in the 


war of 
Introduced b 
Referred to 
H. R. No. 707— 


Mr. Prices of I sese cise cnocsnsesceeses 
e Committee on Revolutionary 


Granting a pension to Martin Raff, late private in Company C, 
Second Kentucky Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Price, of Iowa.........--...---- s 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 708— 
Granting a pension to Josiah B. Chamberlin, late a private in 
Company K, Twentieth Iowa Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Price, of Iowa aa 3 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Ra ion to Jason D. Herri ivate in Co 
ranting a pension ason D. a priva m- 
= G, Thirty-first Iowa — — 
8 by. Mr. Price, ID asec diae abaa nens 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
rr 4o Teg IN Toia 
ranting a pension ane D. Co $: 
9 


by Mr. Price, of Iowa. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions j 
H. R. No. 711— 


Granting a pension to John S. Corlett, 

Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa.....-.. ees... 20. ..---- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... 
H. R. No. 712— 

To provide a uniform currency for the United States, limit 

the amount thereof, and make it equal to specie in value. 
Introduced by Mr. Oliver, GE IO Wisi negases oSaimcssiencSevss 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency... -.. 
H. R. No. 713— 
To hag 2 foe 3 on the bpp Des Moines River 
an © State of Iowa, and for other purposes. 

Introduced by Mr, Oliver, ob lowe: cee gruri mene 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 714— 

Providing for the coinage of the silver dollar, and making the 

same the unit of value and a full legal tender. 
Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
H. R. No. 715— 

To simplify the pleading in civil actions. 
Introduced by Mr. Hazelton, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

H. R. No. 716— 

To amend section 847 of chapter 16, title 13, of the Revised 
Statutes, entitled “The Judiciary.” 

Introduced by Mr. Hazelton, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 717— 

For the relief of Edmund S. Rossiter. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 718— 

To provide that all pensions on account of death, wounds re- 
ceived, or disease contracted in the service of the United 
States since March 4, 1°61, which have been granted or 
which shall hereafter be granted on applications filed pre- 
vious to January 1, 1880, commence from the date 
of death or discharge, and for the payment of the 
of pension. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 719— 

To equalize the bounties of soldiers who served in the late 
war for the Union. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 720— 

For the relief of John Eaton. ` 
Introduced by Mr. Bouck, of Wisconsin AER R Z 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 721— 
To appropriate money for the completion of the stone dry-dock 
ae other public works at Mare Island navy-yard, Cali- 
ornia. 
Introduced brar. Luttrell, of California 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations..-.......--. 
H. R. No. 722— 

Granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 
1846 with Mexico, and the widows of deceased soldiers 
and sailors. 

Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California AE RES 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions man 


teen wee wnee 


—U—— ee crewmen ee 


arrears 


H. R. No. 723— 


Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. tinii for import duties to be made in legal 
u ayments for im uti made in - 
8 8 notes. loga 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means . 
H. R. No. 726— 
Granting a pension to Mrs. T. C. Watson. 
In uced by Mr Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
Bre prohibit the immigration of the subjects of China into th 
o pro! thei on of the su 0 ina into the 
United States. 


Introduced by Mr. Page, of California 9 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
H. R. No. 728— 

For the relief of John M. Dorsey and William Shepeard. 
Introduced by Mr. P. Wolle SERPE PATT 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 729— 

For the relief of Christopher Green and Hugh C. Trainor. 
Introduced by Mr. P. of California 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 730— 

Relating to the equitable and legal rights of parties in posses- 
sion of certain lands and improvements thereon in Cali- 
rents and to provide jurisdiction to determine those 

ts. 
Tenia by Mr. Davis, of California 8 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 
H. R. No. 731— 

Granting a pension to Charles P. Pool. 

In uced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota A 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. .......... 
H. R. No. 732— 

Grantin ape to George W. Hard. 

Introdu 2 Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota. ...............- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 733— 

Granting a pension to Benjamin F. Runyon. 

In uced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 734— 

Granting a pension to Syvert A. Anderson. 

Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 8 
H. R. No. 735— 

Granting a pension to James H. Thew. 

Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota. aa 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 736— 

For the relief of Isaac Slocum. 

Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota 53 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 737— 

For the relief of H. K. Belding. 

Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims... 
H. R. No. 738— 

For the relief of Anna W. Osborne. 

Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota ................ 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 739— 

For the relief of Henry Plowman, 

Introduced by Mr. Strait, of Minnesota. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
H. R. No. 740— 

For the relief of Samuel Dunnell. 

Introduced ved Mr. Strait, of Minnesota. .---............. 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
a R. No. 741— n 

ranting a pension to John Etzell. 

Tateonueed 1 by Mr. Strait, of Minnesota 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 742— 

Granting a Pension to Reuben J. Chewning. 

In uced by Mr. Strait, of Minnesota. .........- . 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


H. R. No. 743— 


Granting arrears of pensions. 
In uced by Mr. Strait, of Minnesota. 195 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 195 
H. R. No. 744— 


To reimburs} M. P. Jones for money deposited in the United 
States depository, Portland, Oregon, for public land sur- 


veys. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon. 195 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 195 
H. R. No. 745— 
For the equalization of bounties. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 195 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 195 
H. R. No. 746— 


To amend the act entitled “ An act making appropriations for 
the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1872, and for former years, and for other pur- 

” approved May 18, 1872. 


Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas. 195 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 195 
H. R. No. 747— 


To amend the act entitled “An act to amend an act to con- 
struct a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri 
River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure the Government 
the use of the same for postal, military, and other pur- 
poses,” approved July 2, 1864. 


Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas. 4 195 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands -0 195 
H. R. No. 748— 

To provide for the disposition of unclaimed public lands. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 195 
Referred to the Committee on Publie Lands 195 

H. R. No. 749— 


To reimburse the State of Kansas for bac 7 72 incurred by 
said State for the United States in repelling invasions and 
in suppressing Indian hostilities. 


Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas ws. 196 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 196 
H. R. No. 750— 

Authorizing the coining of the standard silver dollar and re- 
storing its legal-tender character. 

Introduced b „Phillips, of Kansas 196 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Curreney ---- 196 
H. R. No. 751— 


To donate a portion of the military reservation of Fort Harker 
to the State of Kansas for the establishment of a normal 
school, and to open the remainder of said reservation to 


settlement. 
Introduced ei Mr. Phillips, of Kansas.. 196 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 196 
H. R. No. 752— 

To provide for the payment of claims for Indian depredations. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 196 
Referred to the Committee of Claim. 196 

H. R. No. 753— 


To provide for a Government building in the city of Leaven- 
worth, in the State of Kansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
H. R. No. 754— 

Granting a pension to James W. Crowley. 

Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 755— 

Granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Jane Pyle. 

Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 756— 

Granting a pension to Americus D. Patterson. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

H. R. No. 757— 

For the relief of William H. Powell and F. A. McDowell. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas ene sees 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 758— 

For the relief of the surviving partners of Shrewsbury, Slem- 

mons & Co., Government transporters. 


Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas n 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 196 
H. R. No. 759— 

For the relief of 2 C. Irwin and William Phillips. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas .........- 196 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 196 

H. R. No. 760— 

For the relief of Samuel B. Hanway. 

Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas. 196 
196 


Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


H. R. No, 761— 

To authorize a further appropriation to continue the improve- 

ment of the Little Kanawha River, in West Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 762— 

Granting a pension to John 8. Hall, of West Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid 

H. R. No. 763— 
For the relief of the trustees of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, at re West Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 764— 
For the completion of the custom-house at Parkersburgh, 
West Virginia, and to furnish the same. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia......-....--- 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
H. R. No, 765— 
Granting a pension to Phineas Gano. 


Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 766— 


To indemnify the State of West Virginia for the destruction 
of a road, and bridges thereon, from Fairmont to Gaul 
Bridge, by the transportation over the same of armies an 
army supplies by the authorities of the United States 
during the late war. 


Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia 3 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 767— 


Granting a pension to Otis B. Anderson, 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Vi ia 


Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 
H. R. No. 768— 
1 a pension to Jane A. Harris. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia N 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 769— . 
To authorize a further a priation to continue the improve- 


ment of the Great Kanawha River, in West Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Kenna, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 770— 

For the relief of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, at 

Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Kenna, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims ° 

H. R. No. 771— 

To authorize a further appropriation to continue the public 
works now in course of construction spon the Mononga- 
hela River, in the State of West Virginia. 

Introduced by Mr. Martin, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 772— 

For the relief of the surviving children of Benjamin Moore. 
Introduced by Mr. Martin, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ae 

H. R. No. 773— 

For the relief of the heirs of Chauncy M. Lockwood. 
Introduced by Mr. Welch, of Nebraska 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

H. R. No. 774— 

Supplemental to an act entitled “An act for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives to Congress among the several 
States according to the ninth census.” 

Introduced by Mr. Welch, of Nebraska. 


Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 
H. R. No. 775— 
For Se restoration to market of certain lands in the Territory 
0 = 
Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Utah canoes 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. N. 776— 


To enable the people of Utah to form a constitution and State 
government, and for the admission of the said State into 
the Union on an equal footing with the original States. 

Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Ut ag. 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories 
H. R. No. 777— 

B to the ey e of bills in the Territory of Utah. 
In uced b . Cannon, of Uta. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...... ....---- 

H. R. No. 778— 

To provide for the payment for certain improvements on lands 
now emb in the military reservation of Fort Cam- 
eron, in the Territory of Utah. 

Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta ggg. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............ 


196 
196 


196 
196 
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H. R. No. 779— 
Granting the right of 2 to the Utah Western Railroad 
through Rush Lake military reservation. 
Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs z 
H. R. No. 780— 
For the relief of John Van Cott and Samuel Malin, of the 
Territory of Utah. 
Introduced by Mr, Cannon, of Utah AS Bee 5 
Referred to the Committee of Claim ss oe 
H. R. No. 781— 

For the relief of Anson Call. 

Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Ut ag.. va 
Referred to the Committee of Claims S 
H. R. No. 782— 

For the relief of Thomas Newman. 
Introduced vy Mr. Cannon, of Utah...... <.-.-..s.ss. cs.. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 783— 
To transfer the land granted for the branch of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad to the Seattle and Walla Walla Railroad 


e 

Introdu Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory 
Referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 

H. R. No. 784— 

For the purchase of a site and the erection of a fog-signal on 
Point Wilson, in Washington Territory. 

Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No, 785— 

To give an American register to the steamer Isabelle. 
Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce...-.....--------- 

H. R. No. 786— 

For the relief of F. Prosh and T. F. McElroy. 

Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory 
Referred to the Committee of Claim zz 
H. R. No. 787— 

To grant lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and Wy- 
oming for university purposes. 

Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakot a. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands.. 
H. R. No. 788— 

To authorize the resurvey of lands where the surveys are 
fraudulent, erroneous, or obliterated, and to legalize cer- 
tain resurveys. 

Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 789— 
To appropriate money for the purchase of a law library for 

e Territory of Dakota. 

Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota. 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories 

H. R. No. 790— 

To enable the people of Dakota to form a constitution and 
State government, and for the admission of the said State 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States. 

Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota. 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories 

H. R. No. 791— 
To establish a land district in the Black Hills, in the Territory 


of Dakota. 
Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota 
o Committee on Public Lands 


To establish the Territory of Pembina, and to provide a tem- 
porary government therefor. 

Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakot aa. 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories.............. 
H. R. No. 793— 

To confirm certain acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, and provide for an 5 of 
the members in the next Legislative Assembly thereof. 

Introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...-.......... 
H. R. No. 794— 

To provide for the construction and repairs of military roads 

in the Territory of Arizona. 


—U s.s.s 


— — m 


—U— — 


Introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona. 197 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 197 
H. R. No. 795— 


Segregating Grant County from the Territory of New Mexico 
and annexing it to the Territory of Arizona. 


Introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona........-.-...---- - 197 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories 197 
H. R. No. 796 — 
For the relief of Jenkins A. Fitzgerald. 
Introduced by Mr. Fenn, of Idaho 197 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 197 


Page. 
H. R. No. 797— 

For the sale of timber-lands in the Territories, 

Introduced by Mr. nis, of Montana. 197 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 197 
H. R. No. 798— 

For the relief of Charles L. Dahler. 

Introduced by Mr. Maginnis, of Montana 197 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 197 
H. R. No. 799— 

For the relief of Paul McCormick. 

Introduced by Mr. Maginnis, of Montana Sie tis 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 197 
H. R. No. 800— 

For the relief of United States Marshal William Wheeler, 
Introduced by Mr. Maginnis, of Montana 197 
Referred to the Committee of Claim. 197 

H. R. No, 801— 
For the relief of William Flannery. 
Introduced by Mr, innis, of Montannazz 197 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 197 
H. R. No. 802— 
To regulate the cutting of timber on the public lands of Wy- 
oming Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Corlett, of Wyoming 197 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories 197 
H. R. No. 803— A 
To provide for the completion of the penitentiary in Wyoming 
8 
Introdu by Mr. Corlett, of Wyoming 197 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories 197 
H. R. No. 804 — 
To transfer the care and custody of the penitentiary in Wy- 
oming Territory to said Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Corlett, of Wyoming 197 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories 197 
H. R. No. 805— 
To repeal the third section of the act entitled“ An act to 
provide for the resumption of specie payments.” 
Reported by Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
king and Currency. ...............---.--- 9 203 
Considered, amended, and by the House.. - 203-205, 
212, 224, 228-231, 257-262, 264-281, 381-385, 
400-413, 425-442, 459-510, 615-622, 623-633 
Referred to the Senate Committee on Finance 635 
H. R. No. 806— 
Granting a pension to Mrs. Isabell Dunbar, widow of Daniel 
Dunbar, late first engineer of the steamer Victor No. 2. 
Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 208 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 208 
H. R. No. 807— 
For the relief of W. C. Spencer. 
Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 208 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 208 
H. R. No, 808— 
For the . = le and Phenix Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Columbus, T 
88 by Mr. Harris, of Georgia „5 208 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar ..-- .----- 208 
H. R. No. 809— 3 
To reorganize the judiciary of the District of Columbia, and 
to expedite the administration of justice in said District. 
Introduced by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky 208 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary -.........-... 208 
H. R. No. 810— 
For the relief of John Jones, Randolph H. Ramsey, and 
William G. Sauterman. 
Introduced by Mr. Candler, of Georgia........-----..-.-- 208 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 208 
H. R. No. 811— 
To refund to the State of Georgia certain money expended by 
said State for the common defense in 1777. 
Introduced by Mr. Bell, of Georgia. 208 
Referred to the Committee of Claims....-..........---..- 208 
H. R. No. 812— 
Granting a pension to Robert A. McDonald. 
In uced by Mr. Stenger, of Pennsylvania 


Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No, 813— 
To provide for building a market-house on square 446 in the 
city of Washington, District of Columbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No. 814— 

To place on the 8 the name of Phillip Thorn. 
Introduced b . Morrison, of Illinois 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 815— 

To place on the pension-roll the name of Caroline Stief. 
Introduced by Mr. Morrison, of Illinois........-.---.---:. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions- 
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H. R. No. 816— 

To provide for a building for the use of the post- office, circuit 
and district courts, and other Government offices, at To- 
peka, Kansas, to be erected on the grounds heretofore pur- 
chased by the United States for such purpose. 

Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 
H. R. No. 817— 
Authorizing the appointment of stenographers to the judge- 
advocates of the several military departments. 
Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..............- 
H. R. No. 818— 

Granti a pension to Sarah A. M. Chamberlain and minor 
chi n. 

Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 819— 

For the relief of Joab Spencer and James R. Mead for sup- 
plies furnished the Kansas tribe of Indians. 

Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas 

Referred to the Committee of Claims 

Reference changed to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 820— 

To ae section 4709 of the Revised Statutes of the United 

tates. 


Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 821— 

For the relief of William Carruthers. 

Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut.. 
Referred to t 
H. R. No. 822— 

For the relief of the Norwich and New York Transportation 

Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut 3 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No, 823— 
For the relief of Jackson Lavenburg, late postmaater st 
Unionville, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr, Pollard, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No, 824— 
For Bees of Van B. Bowers, postmaster at Bucklin, Mis- 
souri. 
Introduced by Mr. Pollard, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 825— 

Increasing the pension of John F. Ellis. 

Introduced by Mr. Pollard, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 826— 

To repeal the bankrupt law. 

Introduced by Mr. Pollard, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary gg 
H. R. No. 827— 

Increasing the pension of Miles Barber. 

Introduced by Mr. Pollard, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 828— 

Granting a pension to Samuel Mercer and Mary F. Mercer. 
Introduced by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvania.......-....... 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 829— 
To exempt from taxation savings-banks and institutions hav- 
ing no capital stock. 
Introduced by Mr. Ballou, of Rhode Island 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 830— 

Granting a pension to Elizabeth Teagarden. 
Introduced by Mr. Shallenberger, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 831— 
Relating to the equitable and legai rights of parties in pos- 
session of certain isaga and improvements thereon, in 
California, and to provide jurisdiction to determine those 


ts. 
5 by Mr. Denison, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. No. 832— 
For Ahe 5 60 85 of Albert Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Ne- 
raska. 
Introduced by Mr. Welch, of Nebraska 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
H. R. No. 833 
Ee the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Ne- 
raska. 
Introduced by Mr. Welch, of Nebraska. 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 


208 


208 
208 


H. R. No. 834— 

For the relief of C. H. Frederick, late a lieutenant-colonel in 

the Ninth Missouri Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Welch, of Nebraska. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 835— $ 
a pension to Patrick McGinnis. 
Introduced by Mr. Caswell, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 836— 

Re-establishing the court of commissioners of Alabama 
claims, and for the distribution of the unappropriated 
moneys of the Geneva award. 

Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Tork 3 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...........-.. 
8 855 No. 837— ; S 

ranting a pension to William R. Browne, 

parn dk by Mr. Lapham, of New Vork 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 838— 


For the relief of Dr. John H. Long. 

Introduced by Mr. Baker, of Indiana..................... 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 839— 

For the relief of Washington L. Parvin and Henry A. Greene, 
late captains of California volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Eames, of Rhode Island 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 840— 

Granting a pension to Hannah A. Richardson, late widow of 
Alanson Kitteridge, late a private in the Fourth Vermont 
Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Joyce, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 841— 
For the relief of John D. Cummings, of the town of Barre, in 
the county of Washington and State of Vermont. 
Introduced y Mr. Joyce, of Vermont. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 842— 

Granting a pension to Ovid H. Clark, late a private in Com- 
pany F, Fifth Vermont Volunteer Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Joyce, of Vermont. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 843— 

For the relief of William Lamb, late a private of Company C, 
Eleventh Vermont Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Joyce, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 844— 

Granting a pension to Martin, mother by adoption of 
James R. Martin, late a private in the —— Regiment Ver- 
mont Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Joyce, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 8 
H. R. No. 845— 

Making an appropriation for the improvement of Vergennes 

Basin and Otter Creek, in the State of Vermont. 
Introduced by Mr. Joyce, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 846— 

For the relief of Thomas C. Young. 

Introduced by Mr. Cummings, of Iowa............--.....- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 847— 

For the relief of Susan Robb. 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Pennsylvania F 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 848— 

For the relief of Francis B. McNamara, of Coudersport, Potter 
County, Pennsylvania. 

Introduced by Mr. Mitchell, of Pennsylvania.............. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 849— 

For the relief of Abraham Alstead, late a second lieutenant in 
Company A of the Fifty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers. 

Introduced 120 Mr. Smith, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Reference changed to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 

H. R. No. 850— 
For the relief of Daniel W. Perkins, of East Saginaw, Mich- 


igan. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellsworth, of Michigan 


Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 851— 
For the relief of the Mobile Marine Dock Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Forney, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claim 


HOUSE BILLS. 


H. R. No. 852— 
* the use of stamps on bank-checks. 
ntroduced by Mr. 1 of New Jersey. 


Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 853— 

For the relief of Nathaniel G. Smith. 

Introduced by Mr. Clark, of New Jersey 209 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 210 
H. R. No. 854— 

Making an appropriation for inland mail transportation on 
star routes. 

Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama 210 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations.....-...... .. 210 
H. R. No. 855— 

For the relief of J. M. Waide, of Denton County, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas....-...-.-...-. 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 

H. R. No. 856— 

For the relief of Susanna Marble aud others, heirs of A. S. Lee. 
Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 

H. R. No. 857— 

For the relief of Thomas J. Rhodes. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas. 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.............. 210 
H. R. No. 858— 
For the relief of John Jackson. 
Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas. 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No, 859— 
For the relief of Henry C. Smith. 
Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No. 860— 

For the relief of Jerome McAllister. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas. 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No. 861— 

For the relief of W. A. Westover. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas..........-.-.. 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 210 
H. R. No. 862— 

For the relief of Z. W. Rains. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas.......-------- 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 210 
H. R. No. 863— 

For the relief of A. V. Neeley. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas. . 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 210 
H. R. No. 864— 

For the relief of John Larnes. 

Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas. 210 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.. 210 
H. R. No, 865— 

To provide for the erection of a public building in the town 
of Danville, Virginia. 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia. · 210 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 210 
H. R. No. 866. 

To repeal so much of section 3251 of the Revised Statutes and 
subsequent or existing laws asim a revenue tax upon 
spirits distilled from apples, peaches, and other fruits. 

Introduced 1 Mr. Cabell, of Virginia.. 210 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means............ 210 


H. R. No. 867— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the 
owners thereof the value of all cotton and tobacco seized 
under direction of the Treasury, or any other Department 
of the Government, since April 10, 1865. 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 868— 

For the surveyof Staunton River from Roanoke Station, in the 
county of Charlotte, to Brook Neal, in the county of Camp- 
bell, State of Virginia. 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 869— 
For thesurvey of New River, from the lead mines in Wythe, 
to the mouth of Wilson, in Grayson County, Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia rasos ya 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce...-.-.....--.------ 
H. R. No. 870— 

To amend the several acts in relation to the northern judicial 
districts of the State of Mississippi,and to provide for 
the times and places of holding the district courts of 
the United States therein in future. 

Introduced by Mr. Muldrow, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary zzz 


H. R. No. 871— 
For the relief of the estate of George H. Lee, late of Lowndes 
County, Mississippi, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Muldrow, of Mississippi... 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 872 
Appropriating $75,000 for repairs upon the Suy Carty Levee, 
along the greg is River, in the State of Illinois. 
Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of Illinois.... .-......----....- 
e Committee on Mississippi Levees..-.-...... 
H. R. No. 873— 


For the relief of B. B. Taylor, of Murfreesborough, Tennessee, 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No, 874— 
For the relief of Cummings, Doyle & Co. and Doyle & Co., 
of Nashville, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 875— 

For the relief of A. H. Buchanan, of Nashville, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 876— 
For the relief of Martha A. Stevens. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee.. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 877— 
For the relief of D. W. and Minnie H. Glassie and Joseph C. 
Nash, of Nashville, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims. 
H. R. No. 878— 
For the relief of James Scott and others, loyal citizens of 
Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims. 
e is, and bagging used f 
pealing the duty on grain-sacks, an ing u ‘or 
cine cotton, and TOi and all burlaps an 8 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 880— 
To appropriate money to improve the navigation of the Sacra- 
mento River. 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 881— 
To appropiate money for the improvement of the navigation 
of Feather River, California. 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 882— 
For the pardon of certain deserters from the United States 
Army in 1848. 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
H. R. No. 883— 
Granting a ion to Huston. 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California 8 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 884— 
To provide for the establishment of a branch mint of the 
nited States at the city of Kansas, in the State of Mis- 
souri, 
Introduced by Mr. Franklin, of Missouri 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures.. 
H. R. No. 885— 
Making an appropriation for a military road from Fort Boise 
to Fort Lapwai, Idaho Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Fenn, of Idaho 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 886— 
Making ks way pag ee for the improvement of Clearwater 
River, in Idaho Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Fenn, of Idaho 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce SIER 
H. R. No. 887— 3 

For the relief of L. F, Cartee. 

Introduced by Mr. Fenn, of Idaho 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 888— 

For the relief of James McGregor. p 
Introduced by Mr. Fenn, of Idaho 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.. 

H. R. No, 889— 

For the relief of Mrs, E. D. W. Hatch. 

Introduced by Mr. Bland, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
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H. R. No. 890— 

Allowing a pension to Amos Whitehair and to Eliza J. White- 
hair, children of Emery D. Whitehair, late a private of 
Company: F, Third Regiment of West Virginia Volunteer 

nfantry. 
Ere by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions..--......... 
H. R. No. 891— 4 

Granting a pension to Catharine Sheets, widow of Daniel 
Sheets, late captain of Company C, Seventeenth iment 
= Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and to her minor son, Willie 

eets. 
Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions Canons 
H. R. No. 892— 

Granting a pension to Oscar B. Nott. 

Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on 
H. R. No. 893— 

To arrange the members of the class of 1870, graduates of the 
United States Naval Academy, now serving in the Navy 
as masters, on the masters’ list. 

Introduced by Mr. Van Vor Gf ONID Se iswscadecscstas 
e Committee on Naval Affairs. 
H. R. No. 894— 


For the relief of Henry M. Davis, legal representative of the 
late Milton I. Davis, sergeant of the Ninth Regiment of 
Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 

Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio Bim etter 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 895— 

For the relief of Peter M. Ward, late of Company E, Fourth 

f West Virginia Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio ATA 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
H. R. No. 896— 

For the removal of the charge of desertion from private Will- 
iam D. L. Stanley, Company I, Ninety-second Ohio Vol- 
unteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Van e eeey cuddy 33 
3 e Committee on Military Affairs 
z 0. 


To provide lawful note and coin currency for the Uuited 
tates. 


H. R. No. 899— 
For = relief of William K. Verbeke, of Harrisburgh, Penn- 
sylvania. 
Introduced by Mr. Killinger, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on War Gion. 
Ae to the widow of E. J. Russell, sergean 
ranting a pension e ow of E. J. Russe t of 
Company A, First Maryland Veteran Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Patterson, of New Lor 
Committee on Inyalid Pensions... 
H. R. No. 901— 


For the relief of John 8. Luff. 
Introduced by Mr. Wren, of Nevada 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 
H. R. No. 902— 


ommittee 


328-339 
Referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations Sauber 
Reported back with amendments 8 
Amendments submitted and referred. 


Considered and passed by the Senate with amendments.. - 
41 


Referred to the House Committee on Appropriations. ...-... 
Reported back and some of the Senate amendments 


211 
211 


curred in, others non-concurred inn 510-514 


Senate recedes from the amendments non-concurred in by 
r ETIP TE N A O 


nne chases pensie Ane aa AAE 549, 560 
903— 


H. R. No. 
To fix the pay of letter-carriers, and to repeal section 3866 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to Committee on th 
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To authorize a chan 
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H. R. No. 904— 
To provide for the remonetization of silver, and for the coin- 


ing of the standard silver dollar of the United States, and 

for 3 it a legal tender in payment of debts. 
Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 232 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 232 


H. R. No. 905— 
To authorize the free coinage of the standard silver dollar, 


and to restore its legal-tender character. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 232 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights,and Measures.. 233 


H. R. No. 906— 
To establish a western judicial district of Mississippi. 


Introduced by Mr. Chalmers, of Mississippi 233 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .............. 233 


system of coinage 

in the gold coins of the United States of America. 
Introduced by Mr. Muldrow, of Mississippi. 233 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures.. 233 


H. R. No. 907— 
To promote the establishment of the metric 


H. R. No. 908— 
For the relief of George Quarrel, late a private in Company 


H, Fourth New York Volunteers. 


Introduced by Mr. Mayham, of New Tork 233 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 233 
H. R. No. 909— 


Authorizing the coinage of the standard silver dollar, and 


restoring its legal-tender character. 
Introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois.-.-............. 234 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures.. 234 


H. R. No. 910— 
To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register 


and change the name of the schooner Captain Charles 
Robbins to Minnie. 


Introduced by Mr. Reed, of Maine. 234 

Referred to the Committee on Commerce ENESA 234 
H. R. No. 911— 

To amend the bankrupt law. 

Introduced by Mr. Of Maina EN AAA 234 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .-............ 234 
Fe aie went harged with crimes and off 

o make persons c wi and offenses competent 

8 in the United States courts. sii 

Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine 235 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...--.......... 235 
H. R. No. 913— 


of date in the commission of Chief 
Engineer David B. Macomb, United States Navy. 


Introduced 7 Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire 235 
Referred to 


H. R. No. 915— 
For the relief of Charles H. Forristall, late a private in Com- 


pany F, Second Regiment United States Sharpsheoters. 
FFC 235 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 235 


H. R. No. 916— 
For the relief of Isaiah Pickard 


Introduced by Mr. Blair, of New Hampshire ate ee 
Referred to the Committee of Claims ....--.-.... ast ae 


H. R. No. 917— 
For the relief of Sidney P. Luther. 


Introduced by Mr. Blair, of New Hampshire wes 235 
Referred to the Committee of Claims . 235 


H. R. No. 918— 
For the relief of Olivia C. Reed, of Charleston, Vermont. 


Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 235 
Referred to the Committee on Patents e-- 235 


H. R. No. 919— 
Granting a pension to Lucien Scott, of Johnson, Vermont. 


In uced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont e 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 235 


H. R. No. 920— 
For the relief of John M. Goodhue. 


Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts 235 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 235 


urchase a 
vidence, 


H. R. No. 921— 
To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 


lot of land for the use of the Government, in 


Rhode Island. 
Introduced by Mr. Eames, of Rhode Island. ---»- 235 


of the Revised Statutes. 


Introduced by Mr. Eames, of Rhode Island. 


235 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce .....-.......---- 235 
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H. R. No. 923— 

Supplementary to the act entitled “An ast to carry into effect 
the convention between the United States and China, 
concluded on the 8th day of November, 1858, at 1 et 
approved March 3, 1859, and to give the Court of Claims 
jurisdiction in certain cases. 

Introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of New Tork... 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs ee 
H. R. No. 924— 

To incorporate the Citizens’ Gas-Light Company, of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia. 

Introduced by Mr. Covert, of New York...-....-.--.------ 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No. 925— 
For the relief of Charles G. Summers, late second lieutenant 
in the Seventy-first Regiment New York Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Covert, of New York..-.----..- na 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 926— 

To provide for the improvement of Flushing Bay and Harbor, 
at Flushing, New York. 

Introduced by Mr. Covert, of New York .........--------- 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 927— 

For the relief of James W. Glover, postmaster at Oxford, in 
the State of New York. 

Introduced by Mr. Bundy, of New Tork 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
H. R. No. 928— 

For the relief of the heirs of Daniel McCurron. 

Introduced by Mr. Harconbergh, of New Jersey 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 929— 
To relieve certain snipe and vessels from compulsory pilotage. 
Introduced by Mr. Harden h, of New Jersey 
e Committee on Commerce s 

H. R. No. 930— 


For the relief of Rachel A. Davis, widow of William E. 
Davis, of Newark, New * 
Introduced by Mr. Peddie, of New Jersey 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 931— 

For the relief of Horace B. Gardner, of Newark, New Jersey. 
Introduced by Mr. Peddie, of New Jersey 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 932— 

Authorizing the directors of national banks to declare quar- 
terly dividends. 

Introduced by Mr. Ward, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
H. R. No. 933— 

To provide that all pensions on account of death, wounds re- 
ceived, or disease contracted in the service of the United 
States since March 4, 1861, which have been granted or 
which shall hereafter be granted on applications filed Pe 
vious to January 1, 1880, shall commence from the date 
of death or discharge from the service of the United 
States, and for the payment of the arrears of pensions. 


Introduced by Mr. Mackey, of Pe Ivania...........--. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 934— 


For the relief of the heirs of Brigadier-General William 


Thompson, of the revolutionary army. í 


Introduced by Mr. Mackey, of Pennsylvania. 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 935— 

To amend certain provisions of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States relating to the deposit of moneys paid into 
the courts of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Maish, of Pennsylvania....-....-.....-.. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 
a R. No. 936— 8 

ranting a pension to Jo ichtman. 

r by Mr. Maish, of Pennsylvania 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No, 937— 

vane a pension to Martha J. Porter, widow of William 
M. Porter, late a captain in the One hundred and thirtieth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr, Maish, of Pennsylvania. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 938— 

Relating to certain brevet appointments. 
Introduced by Mr. Maish, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs... 

H. R. No. 939— 

For the relief of Thomas A. McLaughlin. 
Introduced by Mr. Maish, of Pennsylvania.. 5 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 


Pee eee een 4 44„ͤö!' 


H. R. No. 940— 

To provide for the recomputation of the accounts between 
the United States and the several States growing out of 
moneys expended by said States in the war of 1812. 

Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs......... ite 
H. R. No. 941— 

Granting a pension to George Grove. 

Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 942— 

To authorize the Secretary of War to construct a bridge 

across the Potomac River at or near the Three Sisters 


Islands, 
Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 

H. R. No. 943— 

For the relief of the trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Sem- 
inary and High School in Virginia. 

Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia....-.....-...---.-. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
Reference changed to Committee on Education and Labor. 

H. R. No. 944— 

For the survey of Dan River, between Clarksville, Virginia, 
and Danbury, in the State of North Carolina, and appro- 
priating $10,000 therefor. 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia P AT abe 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 945— ; 

To refund to John R. Pace & Co., of Danville, Virginia, the 
sum of $236.20, improperly collected of them by William 
L. Fernald, collector of internal revenue for the fourth 
district of Virginia. 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 946— 

To reduce the tax upon manufactured tobacco, and to regu- 
late the tax upon dealers in, and producers of, leaf- 
tobacco. 

Introduced 0 Mr. Cabell, of Virginia 
o Committee of Ways and Means cone 
H. R. No. 947— 


For the relief of the heirs of William A. Graham. 
Introduced bar Tucker, of Virginia 7000 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 

H. R. No. 948— 

For the improvement of Powell’s and Clinch Rivers. 
Introduced by Mr. Pridemore, of Virginia .....--......... 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce csa 

H. R. No. 949— 
For the improvement of the Louisa Fork of Sandy from Pike- 
ton, Kentucky, to the mouth of Dismal, in Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Pridemore, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce A 
H. R. No. 950— 
To amend and re-enact section 48%, chapter 1, title 60, Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Pridemore, of Virginia................. 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 
H. R. No. 951— 
To provide for the settlement of accounts with certain rail- 
way companies. 
Introduced 100 Mr, Waddell, of North Carolin 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...........- es 
H. R. No. 952— 

For the relief of J. C. Clendennin. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolin 
Referred to the Committee of Claim. 
H. R. No. 953— 

For the relief of R. L. McConnaughey. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 954— 

For the relief of A. B. & J. J. Welch. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina. 
Referred te the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 955— 

For the relief of Alexander Cooper and others. 

Introduced 15 Mr. Vance, of North Carolina. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 956— 
To reimburse the trustees of Judson Female College, Hender- 

sonville, North Carolina. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

H. R. No. 957— 

For the relief of James O. Robertson, esq. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs............-.- 
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H. R. No. 958— 
To provide for continuing the improvement of the French 
road River, in North Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolin 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 959— 
To transfer the Oftice of Indian Affairs from the Interior to 
the War Department. 
Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 960— 
For the relief of William H. Thompson, late collector of in- 
ternal revenue for the fifth district of North Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 
Referred to Committee of Claim. 
H. R. No. 961— 
For the relief of B. S. James for services rendered in trans- 
— Bo mails over route 5610 during the years 1869 
and 1870. 
Introduced by Mr. Aiken, of South Carolina 
Referred to Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 962— 
To amend section 552 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, and to provide for the appointment of a judge of 
the district court for the southern district of Georgia. 


Introduced by Mr. Hartridge, of Georgia 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ......---. ..-- 
S f Pickens C Geo: 

0 a on esley Jones, of Pickens Coun: 4 

Introduced by Mr. Bell, of ee ee 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 964— : 


Making an appropriation for continuing the improvement of 
the Chattahoochee River, in the State of Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Georgia.. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce......... ..-...-- 
H. R. No. 965— 
For on ee of the trustees of the Catholic church at Dalton, 
eorgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia-.............-..-.-- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 966— 
For the relief of the executor or administrator of the estate 
of Nehemiah Garrison, assignee of Moses Perkins. 
Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia...........--...-..-. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 967— 
For relief of William Hedgpeth, of Paulding County, 


rgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia...........--....--.- 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 
H, R. No. 968— 

For the relief of J. E. Parrott, of Gordon County, Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia. 5 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 969— 
For the relief of Balaam A. Brid 


Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 970— 

For the relief of Fleming Jordan, of Maysville, Alabama. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 971— 
To appropria $800,000 to continue the work on the Muscle 
x oals Canal on the Tennessee River, in the State of Ala- 


ama. 
Introduced by Mr. Garth, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce.. 

H. R. No. 972— 
For the relief of settlers on lands claimed by the South and 
North Alabama Railroad 3 
Introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 973— 

To refer the claims of certain citizens of the counties of Jef - 


ferson, Walker, and Winston, of the State of Alabama, 


therein named, to the commissioners of claims, for re- 
examination and report. 
Introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama ................... 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
II. R. No. 974— 
To appropriate the cotton tax to school purposes in the States 
n which it was collected. 
Introduced by Mr. Shelley, of Alabama.... 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
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Page. 
H. R. No. 975— 
To appropriate Government lands in the State of Alabama to 
ublic schools in said State. 
Introduced by Mr. Shelley, of Alabama 237 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 237 
H. R. No. 976— 

Making an 9 for the improvement of the Warrior 

and Tombigbee Rivers, in Alabama. 
Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama pax ere, Dat 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce ..............--.. 237 
H. R. No. 977— 
To ee the political disabilities of John Green, sr., of Ala- 
ama. 
Introduced by Mr. Herbert, of Alabama. 237 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary -............. 237 
Reported back, considered, and by the House 458 
Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary ..--... 525 
H. R. No, 978— 

To provide for the erection, at gan e Alabama, of a 
8 United States court - room, land office, and other 
offices. 

Introduced by Mr. Herbert, of Alabama 237 


Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 237 
H. R. No. 979— 

To authorize the election of a Delegate to Congress from the 
Indian Territory. 

Introduced by Mr. Hooker, of Mississippi. 237 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 237 
H. R. No. 980— 

For the relief of the Choctaw Nation of Indians. 

Inroduced by Mr. Hooker, of Mississippi. 237 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 237 
H. R. No. 981— 

Defining the manner in which certain land scrip may be as- 
sinned and located or applied by actual settlers, and pro- 
viding for the issue of patents in the name of the locator 
or his legal representative. 

heei by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana 237 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims........ 237 
H. R. No. 982— 

For the relief of G. Alexander Ramsay. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana. 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 

H. R. No. 983— 

To reappropriate the unexpended balance of the appropria- 
tion for transporsation on star routes, and by steamboats, 
and all other than railro appropriated under an act 
making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office 
Department, eee July 12, 1876. 

Introduced b Robertson, of Louisiana 237 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations ... 3 237 
H. R. No. 984— 
For the removal of obstructions in Red River. 
Introduced by Mr. Elam, of Lonisiana...-................ 237 
Referred to the Committee on Commeree .............--.. 237 
H. R. No. 985— 
For 8 removal of obstructions to the navigation of Red 
iver. 
Introduced by Mr. Elam, of Louisianaͤae 237 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 237 
H. R. No. 986— 

Granting a pension to Felix Danjean, of Louisiana. 

Introduced by Mr. Darrall, of Louisiana.............--.-. 237 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
H. R. No. 987— 


To create a lien in favor of material men and others for sup- 
lies, materials, and repairs furnished to a vessel in her 
ome port, and to make the laws on that subject uniform 
throughout the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Leonard, of Louisiana 237 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce ATE 237 
H. R. No. 989— a 
Granting a pension to Mrs. Eliza A. Semple. 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio: RT 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
H. R. No. 990— 
Granting a pension to August Mellon. 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio: 237 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
A we William Buckl 0 c 
ranting a pension to William Buckley, private Compan, 
Fifdeth Ohio Volunteers. um oa te 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio.--................----- 237 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
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H. R. No. 992— 
ualizing of certain officers. 
troduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio 3- 237 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 237 
H. R. No. 993— : 
For the relief of the Enterprise Insurance Company of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio 237 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 237 
H. R. No. 994— 0 
For the relief of Thomas H. Foulds, late postmaster at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio 237 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 237 
H. R. No. 995— 

For the relief of Charles E. Pierson. 

Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio 237 
Referred to the Committee of Claims „ 
H. R. No. 996— 
For the relief of A. G. Collins. 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio.. 237 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 237 
H. R. No. 997— 
For the relief of Mary Ann Stonefield, widow of Benjamin 
Stonefield. 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio 237 
Referred to the Committee on War Claim 237 
H. R. No. 998— 
To provide for taking testimony in criminal cases on inter- 
rogatories. 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio 237 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ..... shoes spase 237 
H. R. No. 999— 

Relating to the execution of custom-house bonds. 

Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio 3 237 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 237 
H. R. No. 1000— 

To secure homesteads to actual settlers on the public lands. 
Introduced by Mr. Say ler, of Ohoobobooo .. 237 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 237 

H. R. No. 1001— 

For the relief of Lieutenant Henry Z. Eaton. 

Introduced by Mr. Cox, of Ohio 237 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 237 
H. R. No. 1002— 

For the relief of John Katon. 

Introduced by Mr. Cox, of Ohio 237 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions............ 237 
H. R. No. 1003— 

For the relief of Benjamin D. Lakin, of Point Pleasant, Cler- 
mont County, Ohio. 

Introduced by Mr. Gardner, of Ohio 1 238 

Referred to the Committee on War Claims 238 
H. R. No. 1004— 

Granting a pension to Rosetta L. McKay. 

Introdu by Mr. Townsend, of Ohio 238 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
H. R. No. 1005— 

Granting a pension to Carl Brutchie. 

Introduced by Mr. McMahon, of Ohio 238 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
H. R. No. 1006— 
Granting a pension to Michael L. Kennedy. 
8 by Mr. McMahon, of Ohio 238 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
pr npm Alexander Kincaid, C B, f 
ranting a pension to Alexander om ixty- 
fifth New York Volunteers. 4 eee . 
Introduced 16155 McMahon, of Ohio 238 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
H. R. No. 1008— 
Relating to the Cumberland road, in the State of Ohio, and to 
« authorize the same to become a free road. 
Introduced by Mr. Keifer, of Ohio 238 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 238 
H. R. No. 1009— 
Providing for levying and collecting a duty upon barley here- 
after imported into the United States. 
Introdu by Mr Nes of Ohio. situase sensn eedan dat 238 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 238 
H. R. No. 1010— 

Granting a pension to Patrick Glackin. 

Introduced by Mr. Neal, of Ohio 238 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 238 
H. R. No. 1011— 

For the relief of the widow of Colonel Lyman M. Kellogg. 
Introduced by Mr. Foster, of Obio...............------.-- 238 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 238 


H. R. No. 1012— 

Granting a pension to Elizabeth Hall. 
Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. . 

H. R. No. 1013— 

For the relief of Andred B. Battelle and George D. Evans. 
Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1014— 

For the relief of James M. Seeds. 

Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 
H. R. No. 1015— 

For the relief of William G. Halpine for losses sustained while 

serving in the United States Army in 1802 and 1863. 
Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohioo—— 1-000.-- 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1016— 

Granting a pension to Kenneally. 

In uced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions sauna 
H. R. No. 1017— 

To amend an act entitled “An act to amend section 3394 of the 

Revised Statutes in relation to the tax on cigars.” 
Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 1018— 

To remove all restrictions now existing in regard to enlist- 
ments of the colored citizens in any arm of the United 
States Army. 

Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
wire fe the tack aod d the effi f hospi 

o fix the rank and pay and promote the efficiency o - 

tal stewards of the Army. 

Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1020— 

To repeal the bankrupt law. 

Introduced by Mr. ne, of Kentucky.. č 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 1021— 

For the relief of James C. Rush, late chaplain of the Ninth 

Regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Knott, of Kentuck 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1022— 

For pe bonets of Nathan G. Wells, of Russell County, Ken- 
tucky. 

RERE by Mr. Durham, of Kentuckyů 

Referred to the Committee of Claims 

Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1023— 

For the benefit of William D. Wolford, of Russell County, 
Kentucky. 

Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky...-..........---. 

Referred to the Committee of Claims 

Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1024— 

For e Dens of Hon. John D. Young, of Bath County, Ken- 
tucky. 

Introduced by Mr. Turner, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee of Accounts 
H. R. No, 1025— 

For the relief of those suffering from the destruction of the 
salt-works near Manchester, Kentucky, pursuant to the 
orders of Major-General Carlos Buell. 

Introduced b r. Turner, of Kentucky 8 n 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1026— 

To provide for a survey of the falls of the Cumberland River 

in Whitley County, Kentucky. 
Tutroduced by Mr. Turner, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1027— 
l a survey of the Kentucky, Big Sandy, and Licking 
ivers. 
Introduced by Mr. Turner, of Kentucky-...-.....--.....--. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1028— . 

For the benefit of Captain Lewis Sowards, of Pike County, 
Kentucky, 

Introduced by Mr. Turner, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1029— 

For the relief of John Armstrong, jr., of the county of Ken- 

ton, in the State of Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Carlisle, of Kentuc 


Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
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H. R. No. 1030— 
For the relief of certain citizens of 5 
whose ba See was destroyed by on llth day 
of June, 1864. 
Introduced by Mr. Carlisle, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims. 
H. R. No. 1031— 

To promote the education of the blind. 

Introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky .-.. -o ---0 -1-0-0 
Referred to Committee on Education and Labor 
H. R. No. 1032— 

For the relief of William Phillips, of Nashville, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

H. R. No. 1033— 
For the relief of St. Cecelia’s Academy, at Nashville, Tennes- 


see. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. Ne. 1034— 
For the relief of William H. Fuqua, of Tennessee. 
Introduced 80 Mr. House, of 5 * 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1035— 
For the relief of the estate of Thomas Hord, deceased, of Ten- 
nessee. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1036— 
For the relief of Shelby Medical College, of Nashville, Ten- 


nessee. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennessee. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1037— 
For the relief of Andrew J. Duncan. 
Introduced by Mr. House, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1038— 
To cede to the city of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, a 
certain lot of land situated in said city. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee ------ 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
H. R. No. 1039— 
To provide for reclaiming and protecting from overflow the 
alluvial lands of the Mississippi Valley. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of 8 T 
Referred to the Committee on Mississippi Levees 
H. R. No. 1040— 
To secure reciprocal rights of seizure under process of courts 
of the United States and of the several States. 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 1041— 
To direct the transmission of printed matter through the 
mails when the pos thereon is insufficient. 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 239 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 239 
H. R. No. 1042— 
Granting a pension to James renee of Fentress County, 
ee eee ne of the Second Indiana Mounted Infautry. 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 2 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 


H. R. No. 1043— 

Granting a pension to William H. Walker, of Fentress County, 
Tennessee, late of Company C, First Regiment Kentucky 
Volunteer Cav: A 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee eres 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1044— 

Granting a pension to A. M. Tinsley, of Trousdale County, 
Tennessee, late of the First Regiment Tennessee Volun- 
teers in the Mexican war. 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........... 
H. R. No. 1045— 

To place cones W. Browning on the 
Introduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1046— 

To grant a pension to George W. Ellison. 

Tutroduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1047— 

For the relief of United States mail agents before the war. 
Introduced by Mr. Dibrell, of Tennesse 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
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H. R. No. 1048— 
To provide for holding terms of the district and circuit courts 
of the United States at Jackson, Tennessee. 


Introduced by Mr. Atkins, of Tennesse 239 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .......-....-- 239 
H. R. No. 1049— 
To refand to H. Johnson and certain other citizens of Tennes- 
see taxes 8 collected from them. 
Introduced b . Atkins, of Tennessee oe. 239 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 239 
H. R. No. 1050— 

For the relief of John G. Randolph. 

Introduced by Mr. Atkins, of Tennesse 239 

Referred to the Committee on War Claims ...........--.-. 239 
H. R. No. 1051— 

For the protection of settlers on the public lands of the 
United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Fuller, of Indiana..-.............-..--- 239 

Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 239 
H. R. No. 1052— 

Granting a pension to Enoch L. Folsom. 

N by Mr. Calkins, of Indiana ee 239 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 239 
H. R. No. 1053— 
Granting a pension to Charles G. Gallacio, late a lientenant 
in the Thirty-fifth Indiana Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Calkins, of Indiana. 239 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
H. R. No. 1054— 

Granting a pension to Jefferson Kinder. 

Introduced by Mr. Robinson, of Indian 239 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
H. R. No. 1055— 
Granting a pension to Samuel B. Robertson. 
Introd uced by Mr. Robinson, of Indiana 239 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
H. R. No. 1056— 
bark 3 a pension to Samuel W. Overman. 
Introduced by Mr. Robinson, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
5 5 No. 2 z 5 
toring to the pension-roll Emmett Langston. 
Introduced by Mr. Robinson, of Indiana 239 
Referred the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
H. R. No, 1058— - 

To amend the Revised Statutes relating to pensions. 

Introduced by Mr. Bicknell, of Indiana e 239 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 239 
H. R. No. 1059— 

In relation to the Venezuelan mixed commission. 

Introduced by Mr. Springer, of IIIinois -.----.-------- 239 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 239 
H. R. No. 1060— 

For the relief of John Spicer, of Ottawa, Illinois.......--.. 239 
Introduced by Mr. Springer, of IIlinois .- * 239 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims - 239 

H. R. No. 1061— k 
To amend section 3244 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
the sale of leaf-tobacco by farmers and planters. 
Introduced by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois 239 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 239 
H. R. No. 1062— s 
To authorize the coin: of goloid dollars, and fractions 
thereof, of full equal standard value of gold and silver. 
Introduced by Mr. Knapp, of Illinois..........-----.----- 239 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights,and Measures. 239 
H. R. No. 1063— 
Toamend section 4736 and section 4738 of the Revised Statutes, 
ting pensions to the surviving officers and soldiers of 
e war of 1812, and to the surviving widows of deceased 
officers and soldiers of said war. f, 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Tlinois .........-..------- 239 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.... 240 
H. R. No. 1064— 
Granting certain swamp lands to the county of Randolph, 
State of Illinois. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of IIlinois 240 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 240 
H. R. No. 1065— 
To divide the State of Illinois into three judicial districts, and 
to provide for holding courts therein. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois......... NSS — 240 
Referred to Committee on the Judiciary. .........----- 240 
H. R. No. 1066— 

Granting relief to E. and W. Buder, of Cairo, Minois. 

Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois 240 
Referred to Committee on War Claim 240 
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H. R. No. 1067— 

For the relief of Colonel James S. Rearden, of Ilinois, 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois 5 
Referred to the Committee of Claims escess 

H. R. No. 1068— 


For the relief of James H. Linn, late acting first assistant 
engineer in charge of the Mississippi squadron, United 


States Navy. 
Introduced by Mr, IIartzell, of Illinois 1 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 1069— 
Granting an increase of pension to Silas Taggart, of Randolph 
County, Illinois. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartzell, of Illinois...........-....-... 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 


H. R. No. 1070— 

Granting a pension to William Frankeberger. 

In uced by Mr. Henderson, of Illinois..........-. ...... 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. .... 
H. R. No. 1071— 

To amend the third section of the act entitled “An act in 
relation to courts and judicial officers of the Territory of 
Utah,” ed sg June 23, 1874. 

sie as Mr. Tipton, of 1 2 
e to the Committee on be 
I. R. No. 1072 at 

Granting a pension to Edward Adams. 

In uced by Mr. Lathrop, of IIlinois -- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1073— 

To amend title 37 of the Revised Statutes, and to provide for 

free coinage of silver and restore its legal-tender quality. 
Introduced by Mr. Lathrop, of Ilinois...... 5 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

H. R. No, 1074— 
To authorize the construction of a bridge across the Missouri 


River at or near 8 Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 1 è 


H. R. No. 1075— 
Authorizing growers of fruit to manufacture the same into 
brandy under certain limitations. 
Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Missouri „ 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means Sania 
H. R. No. 1076— 
To repair and rebuild the levees of the Mississippi River and 


to reclaim the alluvial lands thereof, to improve its nay- 

igation, and promote and protect its commerce, 
Introduced by Mr, Hatcher, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on the Mississippi Levees... .. . 


H. R. No. 1077— 

To relieve the legal disabilities of women. 

Introduced by Mr. Glover, of Missouri s 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y . 
H. R. No 1078— 75 

For the relief of Michael C. Henderson. 

Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri ee cere * 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims r 
H. R. No. 1079— 

For the relief of Elizabeth Painter, widow of John Painter. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri de 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 4 

H. R. No, 1080— 
To provide for holding terms of the district and circuit courts 
of the United States at Carthage, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary......-..---- 4 
H. R. No. 1081— 
To repeal all bankrupt laws now in force, and for other pur- 


poses, 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri. 
-Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.......-...... 
H. R. No. 1082— 
For the national education of women. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 
H. R. No. 1083— 
For the relief of Eugene Leitensdorfer. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee of Claims bobas aisge 
H. R. No, 1084— 
To abolish the board of commissioners of the metropolitan 
police of the District of Columbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 4 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
II. R. No. 1085— 
For the relief of George M. D. Touns. 
Introduced by Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensſons 
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H. R. No. 1086— 
Providing for the erection of a building at Jefferson City, Mis- 
souri, for the use and accommodation of United States 
. courts and other Government offices. 
Introduced by Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri aE SS 
Referred to Committee on Publis Buildings and Grounds.. 


H. R. No. 1087— 
cone a pension to James Saanders, a soldier in the war of 


H. R. No. 1088— 
For —ç ae of Colonel Napoleon B. Giddings, of Savannah, 


ssouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Rea, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1089— 

To refer the claim of the “ Western Cherokees,” or “ Old Set- 
tlers,” to the United States Court of Claims for adjudica- 
tion. 

Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 8 

H. R. No. 1090 — 
To revive and amend an act entitled “An act for the final ad- 
ustment of private land claims in the State of Florida, 

uisiana, and Missouri, and for other purposes.“ 

Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 

H. R. No. 1091— 
ene the manner in which certain land scrip may be loca- 


— U U UU öl 22 


Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 5 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. No. 1092— 


To amend the act establishing the Southern claims commis- 
sion so as to extend the same to the Indian tribes. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas RISA aes ene 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 1093— 

To authorize the free coinage of the standard silver dollar, 
and to restore its legal-tender character. 

Introduced by Mr. Bland, of Missouri. 

Considered and passed by the House 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Finance 

Reported back with amendments 
H. R. No. 1094— ; 

To remove the disabilities of Asa Wall imposed by the third sec- 
tion of the fourteenth article of the amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia 
Considered and by the House ES 
Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary ....... 0 
H. R. No. 1095 
To create postal savings-banks. a 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas e 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
H. R. No, 1096— 

Making an appropriation for the improvement of the Ouachita 

River in Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Slemons, of Arkansas s 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce > 
R t of the U, 
ng an appropriation for the improvement o pper 
Red River in Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Slemons, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce $ 
H. R. No. 1098— 

Making an appropriation for the survey of Little River in the 
State of Arkansas. 

Introduced by Mr. Slemons, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce..-.-....---.-.... 
H. R. No. 1099— 

Making an appropriation for the improvement of Bayou Bar- 
tholemew in the State of Arkansas. 

Introduced by Mr. Slemons, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1100— 

For the relief of Harmon Mickle. 

Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1101— 
For the relief of Warren Drake. 
Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims paca 
H. R. No. 1102— 
For the relief of Hugh Core. 


Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 
Referred Claims 


to the Committee on War 
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H. R. No. 1103— 
For the relief of Charles Ayliff. 
Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R, No. 1104— 
For the relief of John Pulford. 
Introduced Li Sees Williams, of Michigan addo suta 
Referred to Committee on Military Affairs 
N ker Canfield, of Saint Louis, Michigan. 
‘or the relief of Baker Canfield, of Saint chi 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1106— 


To provide for the resignation’ of certain officers of the staff 


corps of the Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
Referred to the Commitiee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1107— 

For the relief of Horace C. Hatch. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1108— 

For the relief of John H. Russell. 
Introduced by Mr. Willits, of Michi 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

H. R. No. 1109— 

Granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Custer, widow of the 
late Brevet Major-General George A. Custer. 

Introduced by Mr. Willits, of Michigan.........-....-... 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1110— 

Granting a pension to Emanuel H. Custer, father of the late 
Brevet Major-General George A. Custer and Brevet Lieu- 
tenant-Colone] Thomas W. Custer. 

Introduced 2 Willits, of Michigan 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions é 
H. R. No. 1111— 


To provide for the improvement of the Saint Joseph River, in 
Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Keightley, of Michigan $ 
Referred to the Co ttee on Commerce— 
H. R. No. 1112— 
For the relief of Stephen Powers. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas e 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............... 
H. R. No. 1113— 
For the relief of Mary E. Breckenridge. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas s 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 8 
H. R. No. 1114— 
For the relief of Mrs. Ella P. Murphy, widow of Patrick Mur- 
phy, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs A 
H. R. No. 1115— 
For the relief of Andrew Newman. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas. 


Referred to the Committee of Claims. Losas 
H. R. No. 1116— 

To amend sections 1244 and 1258 of the Revised Statutes. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas évevede'ss 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

5 . 1 
o grant the right of way through the Arlington property, in 
Virginia, to the Washington, Cincinnati and Baint Lonis 
Railroad Company: : 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas poodi ete 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals 


H. R. No. 1118— 

To amend section 2931 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States so as to allow repayment by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the tonnage tax where it has been exacted in 
contravention of treaty provisions. 

Introduced uy Mr. Schleicher, of Texas.. 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

H. R. No. 1119— 
To confirm the title of Benjamin E. Edwards, his heirs, assigns, 


or legal representatives, to a certain tract of land in the 
Territory of New Mexico. 
Introduced: by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims eas 


H. R. No. 1120— 
For the relief of E. H. pappa 

Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas sapphires 
Referred to the Committee of Claims z odes 

H. R. No. 1121— 
Making appropriations for continuing the improvement of 
Galveston Harbor and Galveston Bay in the State of Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
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H. R. No. 1122— 

Amending section 1661, title 16, “The Militia,” of the Revised 

- Statutes of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs . 
H. R. No. 1123— 
Authorizing the establishing of ocean-mail steamship service 
between the United States and Brazil. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads-. 
H. R. No. 1124— 
To provide for a building for United States custom-house and 
internal- revenue offices at Galveston, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
H. R. No, 1125— 

For the relief of John Friery. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 3 22 
Roferred to the Committee of Claims 

I. R. No. 1126— 

For the relief of William Redus. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 1127— 
For the relief of the legal representatives of the late Captain 
John G. Tod, of Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 


Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 1128— 
To revive and continue the court of commissioners of Ala- 
bama claims, and for other 1 
Introduced by Mr. Culberson, of Tex ass 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.............. 
H. R. No. 1129— 

Appropriating money for the purchase of a site and the erec- 
-tion of a post-office and other Government offices in the 
city of Council Bluffs, State of Iowa. 

Introduced by Mr. Sapp, of Iowa arb ` 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
H. R. No. 1130— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain and 
certify the amount of land located with military warrants 
in the States described therein, and for other purposes. 

Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Iowa....--.-.--..--+.------ +. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands e è 


H. R. No. 1131— 

To limit the sale of agricultural lands to settlers under the 
homestead and pre-emption laws. 

Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa —— — tees 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 8 
H. R. No. 1132— 

To abolish capital punishment. 

3 Mr. Oliver, of Iowa aa ee 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary -......-.. wade 
H. R. No. ae VE 

Limiting the duration of patents. 

Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Towa .. 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 
H. R. No. 1134— 

To repeal subdivision 3, of section 639 of chapter 7 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States, entitled “ Circuit 
Court Jurisdiction.” : 

Introduced by Mr. Bouck, of Wisconsin „ fe 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary een 
H. R. No. 1135— 

To authorize the issne of a patent of certain lands in the 
Brothertown reservation, in the State of Wisconsin, to the 
persons selected po Brothertown Indians. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin aes 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs . ‘ 
H. R. No, 1136— 

Authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to adjust the claims 
of Moses Ladd and John L. Williams, half-blood Menom- 
onee Indians, and the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
amount found due. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs . 


H. R. No. 1137— 
Authorizing the-Secretary of the to adjust the claim 
of John Whittaker nst the United States of America. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce .......-..-...---- 
H. R. No. 1138— 
For the relief of William T. Duvall. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 
H. R. No. 1139— 
For the relief Matilda Shields. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
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H. R. No. 1140— 

For the relief of Dabney Walker. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims. 
H. R. No. 1141— 

For the relief of Mary Jane Veazie. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 2 
H. R. No. 1142— : 

For the relief of Charles W. Wood. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin .............--. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
H. R. No. 1143— 

For the relief of Mathew Hulzer, late a private of Company 

H, elects | eighth Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1144— 

For the relief of Anna Annis, widow of Harvey Annis, late 
second lientenant Company G, Fifty-first Regiment United 
States Colored Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin ................ 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1145— 

For the relief of John L. Williams, sole heir of oped A Ann 
Williams and Thomas Williams, deceased, and sole heir 
of Eleazer Williams, di 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs ones 
H. R. No. 1146— 

Granting a pension to James H. Cook. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin ...-.-.......-..-- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions * 
H. R. No. 1147— 

Granting a pension to Catharine Brennan, widow of John 

Brennan, late private of Company B, Fifty-eighth Illinois 


Volunteers, 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 42 
Referred. to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


oe No. 1148— 1 5 55 r 
ranting a pension to Lucius Taft, late commissary-sergean 
. First Regiment Wisconsin Cavalry. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1149— 
Granting an increase of pension to Garrett F. Cowan, late 
sergeant Company G, Twelfth Regiment Wisconsin Vol- 


unteers, 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


H. R. No, 1150— 
To amend section 2403 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States. 


Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California ...-...----.....- 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands — 
H. R. No, 1151— 

To amend the Revised Statutes of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

H. R. No. 1152— 

Relating to proceeds of captured and abandoned property in 
the Treasury of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary eon 
H. R. No. 1153— 

To encourage the introduction of a supply of fresh water on 

the desert west of Fort Yuma. 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 3 
II. R. No. 1154— 
To ee the survey and sale of timber lands of the United 
tates. 
Introduced by Mr. Pacheco, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No, 1155— 

Appropriating money for the purchase of a site and erection 
of a building for a post-office and other Government offi- 
ces in the city of Sacramento, State of California. 

Introduced by Mr. Page, of Californian 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. . 
H. R. No. 1156— 

For the relief of C. N. Felton, late assistant treasurer of the 
United States at San Francisco, California. 

Introduced by Mr. Davis, of Californian 
Referred to the Committee of Claim. 
H. R. No. 1157— 

To amend section 2464 of the Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Stewart, of Minnesota ...---......--..- 
Referred to the Committee on Public Land 
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H. R. No. 1158— 
To authorize e aimants upon even-numbered sections of land 
-within the twenty-mile limits of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad to make proof and payment for their claims at 
the ordinary minimmm rate of $1.25 per acre. 
Introduced by Mr. Stewart, of Minnesota. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
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To extend the time in- which to construct and complete the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, 

Introduced by Mr. Stewart, of Minnesota 
Referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 
H. R. No. 1160— 

To extend the provisions of an act approved June 22, 1874, 

entitled “An act for the relief of settlers on railroad lands.” 
Introduced by Mr. Strait, of Minnesota 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 1161— 

For the relief of Charles Thimons. 

Introduced by Mr. Strait, of Minnesota 

Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
ae R. 1 ac 

or the relief of Alfred Muller, late acting assistant surgeon 

United States Army. $ 15 

Introduced by Mr. Strait, of Minnesota. 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No, 1163— 

For the relief of the heirs of Charles B. Smith, deceased. 
Introduced My Mr. Strait, of Minnesota 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1164— 

For the relief of Peter G. Mills, his heirs and assigns. 
Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 1165— 

Granting a pension to Anna W. Osborne. 
Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1166— 

To amend section 4220 of e goed 3 of title 48 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States, entitled “ Regulation 
of Commerce and Navigation.” 

Introduced by Mr. Dunnell; of Minnesota K- 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 8 
H. R. No. 1167— 

For the relief of Peter G. Mills. 

Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota 
Referred to 
H. R. No. 1168— 

For the protection of salmon in the Columbia River. 

In uced 28 Williams, of Oregon n è 
Referred to Committee on Commerce-......-...--..--- 
H. R. No. 1169— é 

Making a further appropriation for the purpose of continuing 
the construction of canal and locks at the Cascades of 
the Columbia River, in the State of Oregon. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1170— 

To repeal section 1258 of the Revised Statutes of 1873. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1171— 

For the relief of the Delaware Indians in accordance with 
treaty stipulations. 

Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian 
H. R. No. 1172— 

To authorize the payment to the Delaware Indians the amount 
awarded to them under the provisions of the treaty of 
July 4, 1866. 

Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas. 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 1173— 

For the relief of Joseph R. Pratt. 

Introduced By Me. Haskell, of Kansas 

Referred to Committee on Military Affairs ............ 

ig op i a f George W. Smith, (of K. 

or the reappointment o . Smith, (of Kansas,) sec- 
ond lieutenant Ninth Cavalry, late captain Eighteenth 
Infantry, to be captain Eighteenth Infantry, with his rel- 
ative rank and grade in the Army, from August 5, 1861, 
provided he is not to receive any pay or allowances for 
the time he was out of the military service, (June 15, 
1866, to August 6, 5 0 

Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kans ass +e 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


—U— www wwe ne 


e Committee on Military Affairs 


Affairs en í 


21 
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251 


21 
251 


234 


uk AE 1175— 98 7 
ranting a pension to Geo: ilyers, private Company E 
Fifty-seventh Re; iment United 88 7 Ej 
Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1176— 
For the relief of Mrs. O. F. Short, of Kansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas...... TEREE 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1177— 
To 3 for the sale of certain New York Indian lands in 
ansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas OTST PrE 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1178— ’ 

For the relief of Charles 8, Wilder. 

Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. = 
H. R. No. 1179— 

Authorizing the appointment of a commissioner, and the set- 
neamt of the claims of certain citizens of Kansas named 
therein. 

Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas................----- 
Referred to the Committee of Claims „ ose 
H. R. No. 1180— 

For the relief of Elkanah Huddleston. 

Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas 2. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 8 
H. R. No. 1181— 

For the relief of William Haydon. 

Introduced by Mr. Wren, of Nevada 
Referred to the Committee of Claimp .. 
H. R. No. 1182— 

To establish the Territory of Lincoln, and to provide a tem- 
porary government therefor. 

Introduced by Mr. Welch, of Nebraska Beeb T EM PE 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories $ 
H. R. No. 1183— 

For the relief of R. M. Thomas. 

Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Uta gs 
Referred to the Committee of Clain . 
H. R. No. 1184— 

Explanatory of section 1889 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, and to ratify and confirm certain territo- 
rial legislation, and for other purposes. 

Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..... PET PS 

H. R. No. 1185— 
For the payment of certain Indian war bonds of the State of 


California. 
Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

H. R. No. 1186— 


To provide for the continuation of the improvement of Snake 
River, in Washington Territory. 

Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1187— 

For the relief of A. D. Fisher, of Washington Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 1188— 

Amendatory of the laws relating to the entry of coal lands. 
Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 1189— 

To extend the time one year for presenting the claims of 
Dakota volunteer forces, as examined and reported upon 
by General Hardie, under the special act of Congress ap- 

roved February 20, 1874, to the proper accounting officers 
or approval and payment. 
Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims as 
H. R. No. 1190— 

Authorizing the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Dakota by general incorporation acts to permit persons 
to associate themselves together as bodies corporate for 
the transportation of freight and passengers by land or 


water. 
Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary....-...-.-.-- 
H. R. No. 1191— 


For the relief of James E. Macklin, lieutenant Eleventh In- 
fantry, United States Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota 
Referred 


to the Committee on Military Affairs 


252 
252 


252 
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Page. 
a R. No. 1192— 
o permit any person, except when such person may have 
sold or assigned a “claim” upon which he has filed his 
declaration of intention, to use his right of pre-emption 
on different tracts of land until he shall have made final 
roof and payment, and to repeal section 2261 of the 
vised Statutes. . 
Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1193— 

To extend the jurisdiction of the district and circuit courts 
of the United States for the punishment of crimes over 
Indian reservations within the limits of any State or or- 

ized Territory. 
In uced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota - 
Referred to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws of 
the United State e 
H. R. No, 1194— 

For the relief of Charles A. Luke. 

Introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1195— 
To provide for negotiations with Cœur d’Aléne Indians, and 
making Spero riations for their use and benfit. 
Introduced „Henn, Of Idaho. . r eee eee 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 1196— 
To provide for the oceupany of missionary stations on Indian 


reservations. 
Introduced by Mr. Fenn, of Idaho 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 555 
H. R. No. 1197 
To protect bona fide settlers upon the unsurveyed public lands 
in the Territory of Idaho. 
Introduced by Mr. Fenn, of Idaho 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1198— 

To create an additional land district in the Territory of Idaho. 
Introduced by Mr. Fenn, of Idaho 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 1199— 
For the relief of certain settlers in the Wind River Valley, 
Wyoming Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Corlett, of Wyxoming ~ „ 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 1200— 
For the location of a military wagon- road from Green River 
City, Wyoming Territory, to the Yellowstone National 
Park, and to Fort Ellis, in Montana. 
Introduced by Mr. Corlett, of Wyoming ---------- 252 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 252 
z tor bhe porches of a law Day $ 
ing an appropriation for the pure of alaw lib: ‘or 
the use of the courts and the United States officers in the 
Territory of Wyoming. 
Introduced by Mr. Corlett, of Wyoming 5 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories..... 1 Uss 
leni and protecting the rights of 
n and protecting the possessory ts 
lands and mining Faima, the title S which 
United States. 
Introduced by Mr, Corlett, of Wyoming 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 
H. R. No. 1203— 
For the relief of John Kelly, of Alleghany County, in the 
State of Virginia. 
Introduced b 
Referred to 
H. R. No, 1204— 
Making an appropriation for a Government building, to be 
used as a post-office, court-house, and bonded ware-house, 
at Lynchbargh, in the State of Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Tucker, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Public Buildings N 
H. R. No. 1205 

For the relief of Mary N. De Haven. 

Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 1 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ESFY 
H. R. No. 1206— 

For the relief of the Touro almshonse in New Orleans. 
Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana asec ber 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims....-...-.-.-.--. 

H. R. No. 1207— 
For the relief of James E. Merifield, late musician in the Fif- 
teenth West Virginia Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. in, of West Virginia woes 
Referral to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
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252 


252 
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in the 


T. Tucker, of Virginia 
o Committee on War Claims 
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H. R. No. 1208— 
For the relief of Philip Pendleton, late paymaster United 


States Army 
Introduced b 
Referred to 

H. R. No. 1209— 

For the relief of the legal representatives of John W. Gall, 

deceased, late of Company A, One hundred and thirtieth 

Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

In uced by Mr. Morrison, of Illinois ........-.--.------ 
Referred to Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1210— 

For the relief of Charles Valier, late of Company M, Seventh 

Regiment of Illinois Cavalry. 

Introduced by Mr. Morrison, of IIlinoiss 
Referred to Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1211— 

To place the name of John Brown upon the pension-rolls. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1212— 

For the relief of Allen, West & Co., of Mobile, Alabama. 
Introduced by Mr. Muldrow, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 

H. R. No. 1213— 
Making an appropriation available for ante-bellum mail con- 
Tracts. 


Introduced by Mr. Blount, of Georgia. 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations 
H. R. No. 1214— 

For the relief of Robert C. Murphy, of Washington, District 

of Columbia, late United States consul at Shanghai, China. 
Introduced by Mr. Cox, of New York.......--...---..--.- 
Referred to the Committee of Claims A 

H. R. No. 1215— 

Making an appropriation of $250,000 for the improvement of 
Coosa River, between the junction of the Coosa and Talla- 
poea Rivers and the point where the Selma, Rome and 

alton Railroad crosses said river,in the State of Ala- 


bama. 
Introduced by Mr. Ligon, of Alabama.. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce .........-.--.--- 
H. R. No. 1216— 
For the relief of the heirs of Asbury Dickins. 
Introduced by Mr. Ballon, of Rhode Island 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 
H. R. No. 1217— 
Toestablish a branch of the Mint of the United States at 
Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Cole, of Missouri 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
H. R. No, 1218— 
To authorize the appointment of a commission to Europe to 
report on forestry and tree planting in that country. 
Introduced by Mr. Keifer, of Ohio 3 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
H. R. No. 1219— 
To establish a board of admiralty for the merchant marine, 
and to improve said service. 
Introduced by Mr. Waddell, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No, 1220— 
To provide for certain deficiencies in the pay of the Navy and 
the pay of the Marine Co and for other pope > 
Rena by Mr. Blount, of Georgia, from the Committee on 
ppropriations 42 
Considered and passed by the House 373-381 
Referred to the te Committee on Appropriations 
Amendments submitted and referred ..............---..-- 
N back without amendment and passed by the 
a ETTEI TE R EN A ER PAER r e RAA 
eee e A TA E T RA 437, 522 
H. R. No, 1221— 
For Burd Pas of John M. Ward, late postmaster at West 
oin a. 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Georgia 281 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 281 
H. R. No. 1222— 
To authorize the eee of an assistant judge-advocate 


Mr. Martin, of West Virginia 
Committee on War 2 — . 


in the United States Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Cox, of Ohio S 281 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 281 
H. R. No. 1223— 
For pe neneng of Mrs. Mary T. Duncan, of Louisville, Ken- 
uc. > 
Tede by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky Siaa bies 281 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 3 281 


H. R. No. 1224— 
For the relief of Will R. 0 5 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky 
Committee of Claims „„ reer. 
H. R. No. 1225— 


For the relief of Rosa Vertner Jeffrey, of Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky 2 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims - 

H. R. No. 1226— 
For the relief of A. S. Bloom, late a major in the Seventh Ken - 
tucky Volunteer Cavalry. 
Introduced 1 Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1227— 

For the relief of William H. Gray, of Kentucky. 

Introduced by Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky 
the Committee of Claims 


Introduced by Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1229— 

Granting a pension to Marcus De Moss, of Ohio. 
Introduced by Mr. Finley, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1230— 

To facilitate the sale and settlement of the public lands 
e er in the construction of taliroads and lines 
of telegraph. 

Introduced by Mr. Blair, of New Hampshire 
Referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 
H. R. No. 1231— 


To authorize the issue of legal-tender notes, redeemable in 
coin on demand, in payment for gold and silver bullion 
deposited at the mints of the United States, aud for other 


u 3 
8 by Mr. Baker, of Indiana. 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 

H. R. No. 1232— 

Authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to adjust the claim 
of John Whittaker inst the United States of America. 

Introduced by My. Williams, of Wisconsin seese sects 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Reference changed to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 1233— 

For the relief of Herman E. Davidson and heirs of Charles H. 
Davidson. 

Introduced by Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts. 4 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 

H. R. No. 1234— 

To amend so much of an act entitled An act making appro- 
priations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878,” as provides for pay- 
ing certain mail contractors of the Southern States for 
aes oe to the late war, 

Introduced by Mr. Money, of Mississippi 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. . 

H. R. No. 1235— 

To donate to the State of Alabama one additional section of 
land for each township in the State for the benefit of pub- 
lic schools. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama 3 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

H. R. No. 1236— 

Providing for the issue of patents to eitizens of the State of 
Alabama who entered public lands in said State, and for 


other purpose 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama ...............-- 
Referred to Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No, 1237— 

Granting commutation to totally disabled soldiers in lieu of 
one quarter-section of public land. 

Introduced by Mr. Patterson, of New York......-....----. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs pA 
H. R. No. 1238— 

For the relief of Passed Assistant Paymaster Joseph T. Addicks, 
United States Navy. 

Introduced by Mr. ONeill, of Pennsylvania 8 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 1239— 

For the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth Binney Cadwallader Hare, 
widow of George H. Hare, late a lieutenant in the United 
States Navy. 

Introduced by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 
H. R. No. 1240— 

For the relief of William Wheeler Hubbell. 

Introduced by Mr. ONeill, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Patents.........-....-.-.-. 
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H. R. No. 1241— 

For D relief of Amanda M. Cook, of Scott County, State of 

owa. 
Introduced by Mr. Price, of Iowa Paik [itn Lila he Bente 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1242— 

To provide a building for the use of the United States circuit 
and district courts, custom-house, and post-office at Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

Introduced by Mr. Errett, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... .. 
H. R. No. 1243— 

For the relief of Josephine C. Owen, postmaster at Randolph, 
New York. 

Introduced by Mr. Patterson, of New Tork... 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1244— 

For the reliet of Charles E. Fahnestock. 

Introduced by Mr. Boyd, of Illinois..................-.--. 
Referred to the Committee of Claim o 
H. R. No. 1245— 

For the relief of Samuel V. B. Strider, of Chillicothe, Ohio. 
Introduced by Mr. Dickey, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1246— 

To appropriate money to improve the Saint Croix River, be- 
tween Hudson, in the State of Wisconsin, and Saint Croix 
Falls, in said State, 

Introduced by Mr. Humphrey, of Wisconsin 
Referred to Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1247— 

To appropriate money to improve the Mississippi River from 
the crossing of the Chicago, Milwankee and Saint Paul 
Railway bridge, above the City of La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
to the mouth of Root River, below said city. 

Introduced by Mr. Humphrey, of Wisconsin... 
Committee on Commerce 


For the relief of Elias D. Bruner. 

Introduced by Mr. Tucker, of Virginia. 
Referred to Committee on Naval Affairs T E E A S 8 
H. R. No. 1249— 

Granting a pension to Nancy Read, the widow of John Read, 
a soldier of the war of 1812, 

Introduced by Mr. Price of Io ] bwDdiiu——- 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 1250— 

Appropriating money for the purchase of a site and the erec- 
tion of a post office and other Government offices in the 
city of Davenport, in the State of Iowa. 

Introduced by Mr. Price, of lowa........--.-...--2.+-++-- 
Referred to Committee on Appropriations...-.....--.. 
H. R. No. 1251— 
Granting a pension to Adelia Vogle, mother of Nicholas Vo- 
le, late private in Company G, One hundred and first 
giment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Browne, of Indiana.. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1252— í 

To authorize the President of the United States to place the 
name of James Wier Graydon, United States Navy, on the 
lieutenants’ list in such place as to make his date and 
rank correspond with the date of his enlistment in the 
volunteer Army of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Browne, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
H. R. No, 1253— 

Granting a pension to R. G. Peterson, of Ohio. 
Introduced by Mr. Finley, of Obio— 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1254— 

For the relief of John A. Darling. 

Introduced by Mr. Frye, of Maine 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1255— 

For the examination and survey of obstructions to navigation 
of the Piscataqua River. 

Introduced by Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce -..-...---..----. 
H. R. No. 1256— 

Granting a pension to Rebecca B. Remick. : 
Introduced by Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire...-..-...----- 352 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No. 1257— 

To prevent default or delay in the payment of the interest on 
the bonds authorized by an act of Congress approved June 
20, 1874. 

Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 


H. R. No. 1258— 

Providing for settling claims against the Government for post- 
age-stamps, stamped envelopes, money, or other property 
in the hands of postmasters, which may have been lost, 
stolen, or destroyed without the fault or neglect of the 
postmaster having possession of the same. 


Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 352 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 352 
. $2,000 for th fit of the Night Lodgin 
ppropriatin or the benefit of the Night i 
House e e of the District of 8 2 
Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 352 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia... 352 
H. R. No. 1260— 
For the relief of Nathan H. Dunphe, of Bridgewater, in the 
State of Massachusetts. 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts 352 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 352 
H. R. No. 1261— 5 
For the relief of Ann J. Eaton, widow of Jacob F. Eaton, of 
Quincy, Massachusetts. i 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts............... 352 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 352 
H. R. No. 1262— 
For the relief of Rollin White, of Massachusetts. 
Introduced by Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts. 352 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 352 
H. R. No. 1263— 
To aid in the construction of the Southern Maryland Railroad, 
and for other purposes. 
Introduced by Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts. 352 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals . 352 
H. R. No. 1264— 
For the relief of certain contractors for the construction of 
vessels of war and steam machinery. 
Introduced by Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts - 352 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 352 
H. R. No. 1265— 

Authorizing the changing of the name of the ship Samuel G. 
Introduced by Mr. Morse, of Massachusetts. 352 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 352 
Reported back, considered, and passed by the House.... 455-457 
Considered and passed by the Senat 525 
Examined and signed. 549, 560 

H. R. No. 1266— 

Granting an American registry to the bark Montebello. 
Introduced by Mr. Morse, of Massachusetts 352 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 352 

H. R. No. 1267— 
To aid in the establishment of additional telegraphic com- 
munication between the United States and Europe, and 
for other esd 1 
Introduced by Mr. Loring, of Massachusetts 352 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 352 
H. R. No. 1268— 
Authorizing the construction of a light-house on Half-Way 
Rock on the coast of Massachusetts. 
Introduced by Mr. Loring, of Massachusetts 352 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce EATE 
H. R. No. 1269— 
To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to fix and limit the 
salaries of collectors and otlier officers of customs. 
Introduced by Mr. Crapo, of Massachusetts 352 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 352 
H. R. No. 1270— 
To repeal sections 2513 and 2514 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States. 
Iutruduced by Mr. Crapo, of Massachusetts. 352 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.. — 352 
H. R. No. 1271— 
Establishing the salaries to be paid the collectors of customs 
of Plymonth and Nantucket, Massachusetts. 
Introduced by Mr. Crapo, of Massachusetts 352 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 352 
H. R. No. 1272— 

For the relief of the Old Dominion Steamship Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Crapo, of Massachusetts . 352 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce.......-..-.------ 352 

H. R. No. 1273— 


To awend the law relating to postage on articles of mailable 
matter of the third class. 
Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut................-. 352 


Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 352 
H. R. No. 1274— 
To amend the law relating to postage on articles of muilable 
matter of the third class. 
Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut 352 


Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 352 


HOUSE BILLS. 


H. R. No. 1275— 
For the relief of Samuel H. Canfield, postmaster at Seymour, 
Connecticut. 
Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut....-........----. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 1276— 
For continuing the improvement of Stonington Harbor, Con- 
necticut. 
Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut... tt 
Referred to the Committee of Commerce 
H. R. No. 1277— 
Donating condemned cannon and cannon-balls to the Colches- 
ter Monument Association, of Colchester, Connecticut, for 


monumental 
Introduced b Mr. Wait, of Connecticut. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1278— 
Donating condemned cannon and cannon-balls to the Led- 
yard Monument Association, of Ledyard, Connecticut, for 


monumental purposes. 
Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1279— 

Authorizing binding of documents for members of Congress. 
Introduced by Mr. Landers, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee on Printing 
Reported back, amended, and passed by the House 5 
Referred to the Senate Committee on Printing 
Reported back, without amendment, and passed by the 

BG La e A EN 
H. R. No. 1230— 


To simplify the national-banking laws, and to remove all 
unnecessary restrictions and burdens therefrom. 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Tork. 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency...... 
H. R. No. 1281— 
To provide for the payment of costs in all actions and legal 
proceedings wherein the United States are a party. 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New Lork 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........-. sas 
H. R. No. 1282 
Appropriating moneys for improvement of Harlem River 
between Randall’s Island and the Hudson River. 
Introduced by Mr. Willis, of New York .............-. 2... 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1283— 5 

For the relief of James Gilbert. 

Introduced by Mr. Lockwood, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 2 
H. R. No. 1284— 

For the relief of Franklin Lee and Charles F. Dunbar. 
Introduced by Mr. Lockwood, of New Lor 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 1285— 

For the relief of Arabella Riley, executrix of the late Brevet 

Ma aps ig Bennett Riley. 
In uced by Mr. Lockwood, of New York......--...-.-. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims — 

H. R. No. 1286— 

Granting relief to John T. Neale, an employé of the Provost- 
Marshal-General’s Department in 1861, for injuries sus- 
tained in the line of his duties. 

Introduced by Mr. Cox, of New York..... . A 
Referred to the Committee of Claims.......... 
Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1287— 
For the relief of the administratrix of Joseph Wheaton, de- 


ceased, 
Introduced by Mr. Quinn, of New Tork s 
` Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
II. R. No. 1283— 
For the relief of M. L. Gager. 
Introduced by Mr. McCook, of New York....-. ..- 5 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1289 
For the relief of Lieutenant-Colonel Schuyler Hamilton, late 
United States Army. 
Introduced by Mr. McCook, of New Tork. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1290— -> 
In addition to an act for the relief of Obadiah B. Latham and 
Oliver S. Latham, of Seneca Falls, New York, approved 
March 3, 1863. 
Introduced by Mr. Camp, of New York......---..----....- 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1291— 
For the relief of William W. Rapleye, of Farmer Villago, 
New York. 
Introduced by Mr. Camp, of New York.-...-.......--..---- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


——UA—' ᷑ t —— — 


H. R. No. 1292— 


For the relief of Maria Shuler, administratrix of John 8. 
Shaler, M. D., deceased. 
352 Introduced by Mr. Benedict, of New Tork. 5 
353 Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1293— 


To provide for the settlement of the unpaid claims of those 
officers of the line of the revolutionary army who served 
to the close of the war of Independence, and so returned 
on the books of the Treasury. 

Introduced by Mr. Potter, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 


H. R. No. 1294— 

Granting a pension to George Young, late a private in Bat- 
ifth United States Ang s 
or! 


tery F, 
Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Lor 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensious 

8 h for the annual f the Congress 

ignating the time for the annual meeting o 0 

of the United States. se 
Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Vork... 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..--.......... 

H. R. No. 1296— 
To provide for the care of all animals to be slaughtered for 
food purposes in the District of Columbia, and to incor- 


353 porate the Washington Stock Yard, Abattoir and Render- 

720 ing Company. 

730 Introduced by Mr. Cutler, of New Jersey . 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 

800 H. R. No. 1297— 


For the relief of Edward H. Leib, late captain in the Fifth 
United States Cavalry. 
Introduced by Mr. Killinger, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No, 1298— 
Granting a pension to Daniel Bishop. 
Introduced by Mr. Killinger, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1299— -. 
To revive and extend the time for stamping unstamped 
instruments. 
Introduced by Mr. Evans, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary y 


H. R. No. 1300— 
To fully pay the damages due to William Wheeler Hubbell. 
Introduced by Mr. Ward, of Pennsylvania. 


e Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 1301— 
For the relief of Henry E. Wilkinson, late first lieutenant of 


— ä——! g — 2 


teers. 
353 Introduced by Mr. Ward, of Pennsylvania 
353 Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


H. R. No. 1302— 
For the relief of certain citizens of the United States relative 
to a private land claim. 
Introduced by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvanin 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. No. 1303— 

For the equalization of bounties. 

Introduced by Mr. Freeman, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ...-........ 
H. R. No. 1304— 

Granting a pension to Anna M. Clippinger. 

Introduced by Mr. Stenger, of Pennsylvania .---..-.....-- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1305— 
Granting a pension to Catharine Chamberlain, widow of 

David Chamberlain. 

Introduced by Mr. Stenger, of Pennsylvania---... 3 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1306— 

For the relief of Charlotte M. Byers. 

Introduced by Mr. Stenger, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1307— 
For the relief of Geo Eyster, assistant treasurer of the 

United States at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Introduced Py Mr. Stenger, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 1308— 

For the relief of Daniel Small, a soldier of the war in 1812. 
Introduced by Mr. Reilly, of Pennsylvania 4-5. 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No. 1309— 
For the relief of the legal representatives of Philip Lawall, 
deceased. 
Tntroduced W Mr. Reilly, of Pennsylvania.. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affuirs s 


Company I, Ninety-ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Volun- 
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H. R. No, 1310— 
For the relief of Henry C. Pany, doctor of medicine, late an 
assistant surgeon in the United States Army. 


Introduced b „Reilly, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1311— 


For the relief of Howard D. Potts, an assistant engineer in 
the United States Navy. 
Introduced by Mr. Reilly, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No, 1312— 
For the relief of John C. Comfort, of Shiremanstown, Cum- 
berland County, Pennsylvania. 
Introduced by Mr. Maish, of Pennsylvania se 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 1313— 
Granting a pension to Julia Watkins. 
Introduce’ by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland.........--. e 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions $ 
H. R. No. 1314— 
To Tegul 5 the practice of pharmacy in the District of Co- 
umbia. > 
Introduced by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No. 1315— 


For the relief of C. H. Walker 5 at Frost burgh, in 
Alleghany County, Mary nd. : 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 8 


Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

H. R. No. 1316— 
For the relief of Robert W. Smoet, of Montgomery County, 

Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland 3 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1317— 

For the eee P. E. Dye, executor of Thomas M. Maccub- 


bin, dee 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland konma usasse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 


H. R. No. 1318— 
To provide Government classification for the sailing merchant 


marine of the United States en in foreign commerce, 
Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia ..-..-............. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 2 


H. R. No. 1319 — 
For the relief of A. H. Herr, of Georgetown, Distriet of Co- 


lumbia. 
Introduced 2 Cabell, of Virginia ............---.... > 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims - 
H. R. No. 1320— 


For the relief of William Tabb, of Fredericksburgh, Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Douglas, of Virginia AP}; 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1321— 

For the relief of Sally Hardemond. 
Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 1322— 

To remove the political disabilities of John T, Tucker, of the 

District of Columbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia ................... 
Referred to Committee on the Judiciary............... 

H. R. No. 1323— 

To 8 political disabilities of Charles B. Oliver, of 

irginia. 
In uced by Mr. Walker, of Virginia 2 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ...0----- r 

H. R. No. 1324— 

For the relief of Mrs. Mary E. Twiford. 
Introduced by Mr. Jorgensen, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

H. R. No, 1325— 

For the relief of Mrs, Cellie Stockton, of Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Harris, of Virginia ...............--..- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1326— 

For the relief of Samuel B. Stauber and others. 

Introduced by Mr. Robbins, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means enncwce 

H. R. No. 1327— 

For the relief of S. D. Plemmons, of North Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means > 

H. R. No. 1328— 

To reduce the number of cadets at the Military Academy. 
Introduced by Mr. Waddell, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


— q] ͤ ͤ — — — 
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H. R. No. 1329— 

To provide for the re-establishment of light-houses on Cape 
Fear River. 

Introduced by Mr. Waddell, of North Carolina ........... f 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce TETTE 
H. R. No. 1330— 

For the relief of John Plunkett, 
Introduced by Mr. Waddell, of North Carolina .. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 1331— 
For the relief of Stafford, Seymour & Co. and sundry other 
parties therein named, for Indian depredations. 
Introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 
H. R. No. 1332— 

For the relief of V. Richards & Brothers. 
Introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1333— 

To provide for settlement with certain railway companies. 
Introduced by Mr. Hartridge, of Georgia. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs........... A 

H. R. No. 1334— 

For the relief of Anthony L. Maxwell, of Macon, Georgia, for 
ordnance stores and supplies taken at Knoxville, Tennes- 
see, for the use of the United States Army. 

Introduced by Mr. Blount, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1335— 

For the removal of the political disabilities of William A. Corn- 
well, of Georgia. 

Introduced by Mr. Cook, of Georgia. sses 

. Referred to Committee on the Judiciary.............. 
H. R. No. 1336— 
To appropriate $2,000 for survey of Flint River, in Georgia. 


Introduced by Mr. Cook, of TCC 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 1 > 

H. R. No. 1337— 
Aaner toy the payment for all cotton seized after May 29, 
Introduced by Mr. Cook, of Georgia. 3 = 
Referred to Committee of Ways and Means se 


H. R. No. 1338— 
Granting pensions to the soldiers of the Seminole and Florida 


wars. 
Introduced by Mr. Cook, of Georgia......... 3 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


H. R. No, 1339— 
To refund certain taxes collected by the United States on raw 
cotton during the years 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, and 


1868. 
Introduced 2 Mr, Cook, of Georgia <u sestcscsccce 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means AEE 
H. R. No. 1340— 
Restoring to the pension-rolls the name of James Buchanan, of 


Blakely, Early County, Georgia, first lientenant of Georgia 
militia in the Florida Indian war of 1836, and whose name 
—.— dropped from the rolls under the act of February 4, 
Introduced by Mr. Smith, of Georgia 222. ..20--++ 


Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 4 


H. R. No. 1341— 
For the relief of Samuel Noble. 
Introduced by Mr. Forney, of Alabama scnace sons so 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..... 2 
H. R. No. 1342— 
For the improvement of the Coosa River in the States of Ala- 
bama and Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Forney, of Alabama MATETE 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1343— 
For the relief of W. P. Van Derveer, assignee and trustee of 
harles P. yar 
Introduced by Mr. Forney, of Alabama 8 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1344— 
Granting a pension to Bright Byrd, a soldier in the North Car- 
olina volunteers in the war of 1812. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No, 1345— 
For the relief of the Deposit Savings Association of Mobile, 
Alabama. 
Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1346— 
For the relief of William C. Edmonston. 
Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 
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H. R. No, 1347— 
To appropriate money for the improvement of the harbor at 
obile, Alabama. 
Introduced by Mr. Jones, of Alabama..... 53 
Referred to Committee on Commerce PEA 


H. R. No. 1348— F 
To restore the name of Jesse Stallings, of Butler County, Ala- 


bama, to the pension-list. 
Introduced by Mr. Herbert, of Alabama 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


H. R. No. 1349— 

For the removal of the bar at the mouth of Pearl River, where 
the same debouches into the Mississippi Sound. 

Introduced by Mr. Hooker, of Mississippi......... seui 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce..........----... 

H. R. No. 1350— 
For the. removal of the bar at the mouth of the Pascagoula 
River, and for the improvement of the navigation of the 


same. 
Introduced by Mr. Hooker, of Mississippf i. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 1351— x 
To stop the Bonnet Carré crevasse in the Mississippi River, 
above the city of New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana. 
Introduced by Mr. Hooker, of Mississippi. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 1352— 

To endow Reneau Female University, in the State of Missis- 


sippi. 
Inge by Mr. Manning, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

H. R. No. 1353— 
To amend section 4472 of the Revised Statutes, so far as the 
same relates to the transportation of cotton on steamers 
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Introdu by Mr. Chalmers, of Mississippi . 1 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 


H. R. No. 1354— 
For the relief of John D. Leflore and James C. Harris, exec- 
utors of the last will and testament of Greenwood Le- 
flore, deceased, of the State of Mississippi. 


Introduced by Mr. Money, of Mississippi Sisesta 

Referred to the Committee of Claims 

Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1355— 


Making an appropriation for the improvement of the mouth 
of the Red River in Louisiana. 

Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana r 
Referred to Committee on Commerce. 
H. R. No. 1356— 
For the relief of B. H. and B. C. Peterson, contractors for car- 
rying United States mails. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1357— 
In relation to the proceeds of captured and abandoned prop- 
erty romaning in the Treasury of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Louisiana. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..... a pie 
H. R. No. 1358— 

To repeal the twenty-second section of the act entitled “An 
act to incorporate the Texas Pacific Rai Company, 
and to aid 0 5 ere 9 e ġ aa tor other 

and to dec the rights and privile; and 
KS granted in said een section to the New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge and Vicksburgh Railroad Com- 
pany forfeited, and that the said twenty-second section be 
re-enacted in favor of the New Orleans Pacific Railway 
2 
Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana .................. 
Referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad 
H. R. No. 1359—_ 

For the relief of Edward C. Davidson, of Louisiana. 
Introduced by Mr. Elam, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee of Elections 

H. R. No. 1360— 
Fixing the salaries of the judges of the district courts of the 
United States. 8 
Introduced by Mr. Leonard, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 3 
H. R. No. 1361— 

Granting a pension to Julia A. Roberts. 

Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 3 vaduda buei 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1362— 

Granting an increase of pension to William D. Cobaugh. 
apes, Baa by) Mr. Ries, ot hs bonis 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions à 


— 2 


H. R. No. 1363— 
For the relief of Mrs. Maria B. Craig. 
Introduced by Mr. Rice, of Ohio 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1364— 


For the relief of Captain John A. Lynch. 
Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1365— 
Granting a pension to Lydia A. Morris, widow of the late John 
K. Morris, Company A, Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 

Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 2 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ........... 


1355 
355 


355 | H. R. No. 1366— 
355| Granting a pension tọ William Buckley, private Company C, 
Fiftieth Ohio Volunteers, 
Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio —̃ 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


H. R. No, 1367— 


355 | For the relief of James A. Thomas. 
355 Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1368— 
f To incorporate the Rand Gas-light Company of the District 
355 of Columbia. 
355 Introduced by Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio: 


Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia... 
H. R. No. 1369— 
For the payment of $800 to Milton Kennedy for night services 


3 
5 of the steamboat Piketon. 
Introduced by Mr. Neal, of Ohio ......-.-.....-...------- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1370 


To change the date of the muster-in roll of Hillborn C. Mil- 


355 ler, second lieutenant Company G, First Ohio Heavy 
355 Artillery. 
Introduced by Mr. Neal, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No, 1371— 
For the relief of John W. Skiles. 
355 Introduced x 15 Keifer of OO eee bee 
355 Referred- to the Committee on War Claims 
726 | H. R. No. 1372— 


To prescribe the form of oath of office, and to repeal sections 
1756, 1757, and 1758 of the Revised Statutes. 


Introduced by Mr. Gardner, of Ohio—— „ 
355 Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ........-..... 
355 H. R. No. 1373— f 


For reviving and continuing the court of commissioners of 
Alabama claims, and for the distribution of the unappro- 
priated moneys of the Geneva award. 


Introduced by Mr. Knott, of Kentuckyyůũ 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ..........-... 
H. R. No, 1374— 


For the relief of Mrs. Sally B. McCampbell, of Jessamine 
County, Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky....-....- tases 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations ............. 
H. R. 1375— 
For the relief of Oliver H. Perry, administrator of Mary 
Scott, of Jessamine County, Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Blackburn, of Kentuckyů 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1376— 
For the relief of George D. Blakey, late collector of internal 
revenue for the second district of Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Caldwell, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No, 1377— 
Repealing section 363 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, and the substitution of another section in lieu 


ů(—— wee enone 


355 thereof. 
855 Introduced by Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of Justice 3 
H. R. No. 1378— 
355 To amend section 4278 and other sections of the Revised 
355 Statutes in regard to the transportation of nitro-glycerine 
and other explosive materials. 
Introduced b; Durham, of Kentuck cc. 
355 Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
355 | H. R. No. 1379— 
To extend the time in which payment may be made of the 
final fee in cases of patents passed and allowed. 
355 Introduced by Mr. Clarke, of Kentucky 
355 Referred to the Committee on Patents 


356 
356 


356 
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H. R. No. 1380— 

To repeal parts of sections 563 and 629 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, and to regulate the original 
jurisdiction of the cireuit courts in certain cases. 

Introduced by Mr. McKenzie, of Kentucky.........---.--. 
Referred to Committee on the Judiciary .......--..... 
H. R. No. 1381— 

To repeal section 3693 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, title “ The Public Debt.” 

Introduced by Mr. Turner, of Kentuc wee 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary..........--.. 
H. R. No. 1382— 

For the relief of Lewis C. Dils, late private, Company B, 
Ninety-ninth Kentucky Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Turner, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1383— 

To amend the third subdivision of section 4693 of the Revised 

Statutes of the United States, title “Pensions.” 
Introduced by Mr. Turner, of Kentue: 
Referred to 

epee ion to Anna Wehe, of Ni rt, Kentucky. 
ran a pension na Wehe, of Newport, Ken A 
Introduced by Mr. Carlisle, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .... . b 
H. R. No. 1385— 

For the relief of the minor heirs of John H. Evans, deceased. 
Introduced by Mr. Atkins, of Tennessee. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1386— 
To roe for refunding internal-revenue tax illegally col- 


ec 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee osiga 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 
H. R. No. 1387— 

For the relief of Peter Targarona. 

Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee dibaik 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims penne 
H. R. No. 1388— 

For the relief of Renben 8. Jones, of Memphis, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

H. R. No. 1389— 

For the relief of Salmon B. Colby. f 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee —— s 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims > 

H. R. No. 1390— 
To forfeit certain public lands granted to aid in the construc- 
tion of railroads and es Gee lines, 
Introduced by Mr. Faller, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 33 
H. R. No. 1391— 

To equalize the bounties of soldiers who served in the late 

war for the Union. 


Introduced by Mr. Fuller, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions . .......... 
H. R. No. 1392— 


Appropriating $52,500 to aid in the construction of the harbor 
at Michi City, Indiana, and for other purposes. 

Introdu by Mr, Calkins, Den tans cane 

Referred to the Committee on Commerce 


H. R. No. 1394—. 

To pension all soldiers of the Mexican war who are sixty 
years of age and upward, and to pension all under that 
age as fast as they arrive at the age of sixty years. 

Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana N 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. .1395— 

For the relief of John G. Campbell, of Clinton, Indiana. 
Introduced by Mr. Hunter, of Indiana 
‘Referred to the Committee of Claim 

H. R. No. 1396— 

Granting a pension to Elizabeth R. Hull. 

Introduced by Mr. Carlisle, of Kentuck p 20001000: 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1397— 

To simplify the appraisement of goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise imported into the United States and subject to ad 
ralorem duties. 

Introduced by Mr. Morrison, of Mlinois..........2..2....- 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 


Committee on Invalid Pensions „ 356 
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H. R. No. 1398 
To establish a uniform rule and to provide for uniform cer- 
tificates of naturalization. 
Introduced 7 Brentano, of Illinois ...... ..........-. $ 
Referred to Committee on the Judiciary .............. 


356 | H. R. No. 1399— 


To amend the first section of the act entitled “ An act to de- 
termine the jurisdiction of the cireuit courts of the United 
conrin, ant few ðĩV;vL spuoved Mach 3, 1805. 
courts, and for other purposes,“ approv 875. 

Introduced by Mr. Tipton, of Illinois 2 E E R 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary gz 
H. R. No. 1400— 

To 5 57 the liens of judgments in the courts of the United 

tates. 


Introduced by Mr. Tipton, of IMlinois............2-.....-. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary -......... 44 

H. R. No. 1401— 
For the relief of William Kilgour and others, devisees of 
James E. Kilgour, executor and devisee of William Kil- 


our. 
teodad by Mr. Knapp, of IIIinois A 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims e 
H. R. No. 1402— 

For the relief of Peter W. Taylor, late lieutenant-colonel For- 
tieth ment Ohio Volunteer Iufantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of IIIinois ......-05 45- --.Ă 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............. 
H. R. No. 1403— 

Granting a pension to Hamilton Robb, late chaplain of the 
Forty-sixth Indiana Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Cannon, of Illinois............... aios 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1404— 

For the relief of J. D. Graham. 

Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of IIlinois—— -24034 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs . 
H. R. No. 1405— 

To remit taxes on insolvent savings-banks. 

Introduced by Mr. Harrison, of IIlinois a... -5050504 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
H. R. No. 1406— 

For the relief of Gibbes & Co., of Charleston, South Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Springer, of IIlinois 3 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1407— 

Granting an honorable discharge to Milo M. Adams, of Com- 
peog D, One hundred and eleventh Regiment Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteer Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Springer, of IIlinois 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1408— 
Granting pensions to the widows and children of Mexican 
a who were drawing pensions at the date of their 
ea 
Introduced by Mr. Pollard, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1409— 

To authorize the Third Auditor of the Treasury to examine 
the evidence of payments made by the State of Missouri 
to State troops serving in the Union Army, and also the 
evidence as to supplies furnished to troops, and which are 
yet unpaid. 

Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1410— 

For the improvement of the Missouri River from the city of 

Saint Charles to the mouth of said river, and to prevent 


the erosion of its banks in Point Prairie in Saint Charles 
County, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 9 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce > 
H. R. No. 1411— 


To prevent the sale of policy or lottery tickets in the District 
of Columbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 5 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No, 1412— 
To prevent depredations upon property in the District of Co- 
umbia. . 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No. 1413— 
Granting a pension to Solomon T. Kauble, private in the Fifth 
Cavalry, Ninetieth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


357 
357 


357 
357 


357 
357 


357 
357 


HOUSE BILLS. 241 


H. R. No. 1414— 
* a pension to Blasius Reidinger, of Madison County, 
uri 


Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri 357 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 357 
H. R. No. 1415— 
For the relief of Robert L. Lindsay, late a captain of the Fif- 
tieth Regiment Missouri Volunteers. 


Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri 8 357 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 357 
Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 723 


II. R. No. 1416— 
For the relief of Lindsay Murdoch, late collector of tho sec- 
ond district of the State of Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri 3 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 2 357 
H. R. No. 1417— 
For the relief of M. M. Lynch, of Washington County, Mis- 


souri. 
Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri 357 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 8 — 357 
H. R. No. 1418— 
For the relief of Armstrong O Hara. 
Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri 357 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 
H. R. No. 1419— 
For the relief of Captain Jobn Mix and Lieutenant Randolph 
Norwood, of the United States Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri 357 
Referred to Committee of Claims 337 
H. R. No. 1420— 
Granting a pension to William Lett, late a private in Com- 
pany 95 First Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, in the war 
of 1861. 


Introduced by Mr. Rea, of Missouri.. 357 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 
H. R. No, 1421— 
To authorize farmers and planters to sell leaf-tobacco of their 
own production to other persons than those who have 
paid a special tax, without paying a special tax therefor. 


Introdu id Mr. Rea, of Missouri. AE 357 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 357 
8 si James L. Hammock, of Saint Joseph, 
Granting a pension to James L. ock, o int Jose 
Mist 15 
Introduced by Mr. Rea, of Missouri. 357 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 357 


H. R. No. 1423— 
For the relief of Andrew M. Jorden, of Benton Township, 
Atchison County, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Rea, of Missouri SpR eed 358 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... 358 
H. R. No. 1424— 
For 755 roliet of Andrew Wolcolm, of Rolla, Phelps County, 
issouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Bland, of Missouri ............:..--..- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1425— 

For the relief of John Jackson, of Kansas City, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas.. 338 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 858 

H. R. No. 1426— 
For the relief of the minors of John W. Jones. 


Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas. 3 . 358 
Referred to the Committee of Invalid Pensigqns............ 358 
H. R. No. 1427— 


To confirm a certain private land claim in the Territory of 
New Mexico. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 358 
Referred tothe Committee on Private Land Claims ....... 358 
H. R. No. 1428— 
For the relief of James P. Owen. 


Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 358 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 358 
H. R. No. 8 1 5 
Donating the military reservation of Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
to the city of Fort Smith for free schools. 0 
Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 358 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 358 
H. R. No. 1430— 
For the relief of Powell E. Hogue. 
Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas - 358 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 358 
H. R. No, 1431— 
Making an appropriation for improving the navigation of the 
Detroit River. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan. 358 
Referred to the Committee of Commerce .... 358 


Page. 
H. R. No. 1432— 
Providing for the recording of deeds, mort, , and other 
5 affecting real estate in the District of Co- 
umbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan cece SOS 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 358 
H. R. No. 1433— 
Granting a pension to Emily E. Wheelock, widow of Edward 
©. éclock, late a musician in the Third Regiment Mich- 


igan Infantry Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Michigan.............-....... 358 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 358 
H. R. No. 1434— 


Granting a pensiòn to John Langland, late a private of Com- 
pany B, First Michigan Sharpshooters. 

Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Michigan 3 358 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 358 
H. R. No. 1435— 

Granting a pension to Julia F. Hiscatt, guardian of the minor 
heirs of William 8. Price, late corporal Company D, 
Twenty-first Regiment Michigan Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1436— 

To provide a second term of the district and circuit courts of 

the United States at Jacksonville, Florida. 


Introduced by Mr. Bisbee, of Florida 358 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.......... spice. (O00 
H. R. No. 1437— 
To enlarge the jurisdiction of the judges of the Federal courts 
in vacation. 
Introduced by Mr. Bisbee, of Florida 358 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............-. 358 
H. R. No. 1438— 


To provide for a survey of an inland water route and canal 
from the Mississippi River to the Atlantic Ocean. 


Introduced by Mr. Bisbee, of Florida.......-...........-- 358 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 358 
H. R. No. 1439— 


For the relief of Louisa Albertson, of Dallas, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Throckmorton, of Texas. 358 


Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 358 
H. R. No. 1440— 
To reorganize Sno hay eri of the United States. 
Introduced b » Rapp, of Iowa e 358 
Referred to Committee on the Judiciary............ — 358 


H. R. No. 1441— 

For the relief of John O. Vallandigham, Company E, Thirty- 
fifth pte Base Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Iow-waa n 358 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions en 
H. R. No, 1442— 

Granting a pension to Adelia K, Clark, 

Introdaced by Mr. Deering, of IoWwVWãW te.... 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions... 
H. R. No, 1443— 

Granting a pension to William Gibson. 

Introduced by Mr. Deering, of Iowa 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1444— 

To indemnify the heirs and legal representatives of John Rice 
Jones, deceased, for the lands sold and otherwise appro- 
priated by the United States within the limits of certain 
confirmed private land claims in the State of Illinois, and 
to quiet titles, 

Introduced by Mr. Burdick, of IowW aa 358 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 358 
H. R. No. 1445— 

For the relief of Hiram Booth, late private Company F, Sixth 
Regiment Iowa Cavalry Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Burdick, of Iowa..............-.----.. 358 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 358 
H. R. No. 1446— 

Granting a pension to Jonathan Roberts, of Marietta, Iowa. 
Introduced by Mr. Clark, of IowẽWAꝶaæaõãa . 358 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 353 

H. R. No. 1447— 

For the relief of C. L. Quackenbush, of Vinton, Iowa. 

Introduced by Mr. Clark, of lowa.............-.-<---- — 358 
Referred to Committee on War Claims.........-...... 358 
H. R. No. 1448— 

To extend the provisions of section 3297 of the Revised Stat- 
utes to other institutions of learning. 

Introduced by Mr. Clark, of Iowa 358 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means....-......-- 358 
H. R. No. 1449— : 

In relation to liens of judgments of United States courts. 
Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa......---.....-.---.---- 359 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 359 


H. R. No. 1450— 
For the relief of Charles T. Martin. 


Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa 359 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 359 
H. R. No. 1451— 
Granting a pension to George W. Wickwire. 
Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa 359 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 359 
H. R. No. 1452— 
To provide for appearance on behalf of the United States in 
foreclosure suits. 
Introduced by Mr. Lynde, of Wisconsin 359 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........-...--- 359 
H. R. No. 1453— 

For the relief of Solomon Schwenger. 

Introduced by Mr. Lynde, of Wisconsin 1 88252 Ne 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means . 359 
H. R. No. 1454— 

To change the name of the consulate at Omoa and Truxillo. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin 359 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 359 

H. R. No. 1455— 

For the relief of Andrew E. Hod 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Wisconsin „ 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 359 

H. R. No. 1456— 
To appropriate the sum of $250,000 to improve the navigation 
af the 8 River in the State of Wisconsin and to 
regulate the volume of water in the Chippewa and Mis- 
sissippi Rivers. 
Introduced by Mr. Pound, of Wisconsin TETT - 359 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce - 359 
H. R. No. 1457— 


To appropriate money for the completion and improvement of 
the Benecia Arsenal, California. 
Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations 
H. R. No. 1458— 
To provide for the erection of plight boas at San Luis Obispo 
Harbor, in the State of California. 
Introduced by Mr. Pacheco, of Californian 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1459— 

For the relief of Malinda Thurston and Nancy Littleton. 
Introduced by Mr. Page, of California ..... 3 s... 
Referred to Committee of Claim. 

H. R. No, 1460— 
Granting a pension to Thomas Torre. 
Introduced by Mr. Dunnell, of Minnesota eases 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
W t of a i in legal 
o provide for the payment of duties on imports in — 
e notes of the United States, and 7 the 
time when they shall be so receivable. 
Introduced by Mr. Phillips, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1462— 

In relation to certain fees allowed registers and receivers. 
Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 1463— 
For the relief of Harry Fones. 
Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas pdas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1464— 
For the relief of David Morrow. 
Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No, 1465— 

Granting a pension to Mary McNamara. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1466— 

For the relief of Savilla Athey, of West Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Martin, of West Witginia.-<<-<ccesnasee 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1467— 
For the relief of tbe Methodist Episcopal Church at Mile 
Creek, Berkely County, West V ia. 
Introduced by Mr. Martin, of West Virginia. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1468— 
To provide for the relief of persons suffering from the ravages 
oppers. 
ri heey Romero, of New Mexico 
Committee on Agriculture 


0 
I ced 
Referred to 


Page. 


H. R. No. 1469— 
For the relief of settlers upon school lands in Washington 


Terri s 
Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of ede ye Territory. 
Referred to the Committee on Public C ERR pee) 
H. R. No, 1470— 
For the relief of John A. Simms, Indian agent at Colville, 
Washington Territory, and his employés. 
erritory 


by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington T 
the 8 on Indian Affaire . 
H. R. No. 1471— 


To give parties contestant time to file on or enter lands under 
the pre-emption, homestead, or timber-culture acts after 
the contests shall have been finally decided. 

Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota 4 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands patie wane 
H. R. No. 1472— 

For the relief of William Gemmill. 

Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota 
Referred to tue Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1473— 

Granting a pension to John L. Taylor. 

In uced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota io passe puabhcswe 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


H. R. No. 1474— 
Further to suspend the operation of section 5574 of the Re- 
nited States, title 72, in relation to 


vised Statutes of the 
guano islands. 
Introduced by Mr. Kimmel, of Maryland 9 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 5 
H. R. No. 1475— 
88 American registry to the Canadian steam ferry-boat 
neva. 
Introduced by Mr. Bagley, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce te deupe hedge 
H. R. No. 1476— 

For the relief of F. F. Culver. 

Introduced by Mr. Scales, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 1477— 

For the relief of Edward Gallaher. 

Introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia 8 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1478— 

To extend, facilitate, and cheapen land and water transporta- 
tion of freights aud passengers, and to promote industry 
and labor without further appropriation of public prop- 
erty or increase of public debt. 

Introduced by Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means ° 
H. R. No. 1479— 

For the relief of A. D. Cook & Co.: remission of a forfeiture 
and payment of a claim. 

Introduced by Mr. Wait, of Connecticut 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 1480— 

To prevent the sale of real estate in the District of Columbia 
by virtue of any power in a mortgage or deed of trust, 
and to authorize a foreclosure and sale by decree of court. 

Introduced by Mr. Calkins, of Indian. r 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.... .---- chass 
H. R. No. 1481— : 

To provide for ascertaining and settling private land claims 
in certain States and Territories. 

Introduced by Mr. Ittner, of Missouri Boden 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
H. R. No. 1482— 
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to place on the pe 
sion-roll Levi J. Friel, late a private of Company K, Sev. 
{ad ta ence Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Neal, of Ohio s 
Referred to 
H. R. No. 1483— 

Granting a pension to Thomas Lowry, late a sergeant of Com- 
pany A, One hundred and forty-seventh Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, 

Introduced by Mr. Shallenberger, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1484— 

For the relief of Allard & Crozier, of McCracken County, 
Kentucky. 

Introduced 55 Mr. Boone, of Kentue g —— ence 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 3 
H. R. No. 1485— 


e Committee on Invalid Pensions 


For eee of W. H. Slack, of McCracken County, Ken- 
tucky. 

Introduced by Mr. Boone, of Kentucky..........- rye Pes 

e Committee on War Claims 2 è 


Referred to 


359 


359 
359 


HOUSE BILLS. 


H. R. No. 1486— 

For the relief of Mrs. Maggie A. Elliott, of Sumner County, 

Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims ........--.--..- 
H. R. No. 1487— 
Making appropriations for the payment of claims reported to 
on, 5 — — been es 38 approved June 16, 
187. the Secretary of the 8 
Roprod by Mr. Eden, of Illinois, from the Committee on 
War Claims, and recommitted.....................---- 
H. R. No. 1488— 

Granting a pension to Victorine Mott, widow of Peter Mott, 
late private of Company I, Fifteenth Regiment Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry. 

Introduced by Mr. Finley, of Ohio secre) 398 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H, R. No, 1489— i 

To authorize the Commissioner of Patents to hear and deter- 
mine the application of Frederic Cook. 

Introduced by Mr. Ellis, of Lonisiana............-.--..-.. 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 
H. R. No. 1490— 
To fix the time within which an action for the infringement 
of a patent or trade-mark may be commenced. 
Introduced by Mr, Lathrop, of Illinois 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 
H. R. No. 1491— 
To give to the Court of Claims jurisdiction of certaim claims 
y the States of the Union against the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts... 1 5 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary gg 
H, R. No. 1492— 
To amend section 3477 of the Revised Statutes. 
Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Michigan hes were 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ......-....-..- 
»» Bally: Boarn tie widow BE Laan Kook 
ranting a pension y rs, the widow - 
RRA soldier of the war of 18512. 
Introduced 3 PPC (((( pesa Heee 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No, 1494— 


To amend the third section of the act entitled “An act to de- 
termine the jurisdiction of circuit courts of the United 
States, and to regulate the removal of causes from State 
courts, and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1875, 
and to re-enact section 649 of the Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Tipton, of Illinois ..............-..-.-- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .....-.----... 
H. R. No. 1495— 

For the relief of Captain Robert W. Sill, of the Forty-sixth 

Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Hamilton, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No, 1496— 
For the relief of ia H. ne 
Reported by Mr. Waddell, of North Carolinia, from the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 
H. R. No, 1497— 
For the relief of Alexander J. Mueller, of Allen County, Kan- 


sas. 
Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 1498— 

Amendatory of section 3009, chapter 8, of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, and providing for the payment 
of duties upon imports in gold, silver, and United States 
legal-tender notes. 

Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 1499— 
To provide for an examination and survey of the Arkansas 
iver from Fort Smith up to the mouth of the Little 

Arkansas River. 

Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas 
Referred to Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No. 1500— 

3 and directing the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Zephaniah Crubaugh, late a private of 
Company D, One hundred and fourth Ohio Volunteers, on 


ace aoe at 
In uced by Mr. Garfield, of Ohio 3 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1501 
For the relief of William Longnecker. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 


400 
400 


424 
424 


H. R. No. 1502— 
For the relief of Ella P. Murphy. 


Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
H. R, No. 1503— 

For the relief of Thomas Kearney, collector of customs for the 
district of Corpus Christi. 

Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 3 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1504— 

To equalize promotion among officers in the line of the Army. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1505— 

For the relief of Mrs. Harriet R. Alsbury. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texass s 
Referred to Committee on War Claims Saved 

H. R. No. 1506— 

To provide for cheap transportation of freight between tide- 
water on or near the Atlantic Ocean and the Ohio and 
Mississippi Valleys. 

Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals 
H. R. No. 1507— 

For the relief of Daniel Lester. 

Introduced by Mr. Morgan, 
Referred to 
H. R. No. 1508— 

For the relief of James B. Russell. 

Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1509— 

Authorizing the Secretary of War to purchase the site of, and 
attach to the Vicksburgh National Cemetery, the Grant- 
Pemberton Monument at Vicksburgh, Mississippi. 


—U— 


Introduced by Mr. Chalmers, oë Mississippi ..ẽ̃ 424 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affaire 3 424 
H. R. No. 1510 — 
For the relief of John Q. Larman, Joseph L. Harley, and 
Thomas P. Sree 
Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia . 424 
Referred to the Committee of Claims vanes 426 
H. R. No. 1511— : 

To provide for cheap transportation of freight between tide- 

`  wateron or near the Atlantic Ocean and the Ohio and 
Mississippi Valleys by constructing a railway from a point 
at or near the city of New York to the city of Council 
Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, and branch roads to connect 
therewith. 

Introduced by Mr. Sapp, of Iowa 425 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals....... 425 
H. R. No. 1512— 
Appropriating $250,000 for the improvement of the Wabash 
ver. 
Introduced by Mr, Cobb, of Indiana ence 425 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce ee 425 
H. R. No. 1513— 
For the relief of Catharine Harris. 
Introduced by Mr. Cobb, of Indiana. 425 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions .... 425 
H. R. No. 1514— 
Appropts ang $150,000 for the improvement of White River. 
ntroduced by Mr. Cobb, of Indiana arenes 425 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 425 
H. R. No. 1515— 

To extend the time in certain cases for making proof of resi- 
dence upon and cultivation of lands in the State of Ala- 
bama entered under the homestead law, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Alabama..... - 425 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands TFT 
H. R. No. 1516— 
To remove the political disabilities of F. E. Shepperd, of 
Virginia. 
Reported by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and by the House .. 458 
Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. ...... 525 
H. R. No. 1517— 
To remove the political disabilities of C. B. Oliver. 
Reported by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and passed by the House — 458 
Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary- ..--. 525 
H. R. No. 1518 

To remove the political disabilities of John T. Tucker, of the 

Distriet of Columbia. 
Reported by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky, from the Committee 

on the Judiciary, and passed by the House. 458 
Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary ....... 525 


INDEX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


H. R. No. 1519— 
To remove the political disabilities of W. E. Wysham, of 
Maryland. 
Reported by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and passed by the House 
Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary ....... 

H. R. No. 1520— 

To remove the | ep bees disabilities of George P. Turner, of 
Courtland, Alabama. 

Reported by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and passed by the House 
Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary ....... 

H. R. No. 1521— 

To provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for the serv- 
ice of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 

Reported by Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. ...... ..-.-. „ 
Recommitted to the Committee on Appropriations 
Reported back with a bill (H. R. No. 1526) as a substitute. 

H. R. No. 1522— 

For the financial relief of the country, and to facilitate the 
return to specie payments without injuriously affecting 
the commercial business and industries of the people. 

Introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Curreney 
H. R. No. 1523— 

For the relief of the heirs of Jacob Cramer. 

Pennsylvania Continental Line in the revolutionary war. 
Introduced by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 

Mego provida toe the ee tail t of arrearages d 
o provide for the settlement an yment of arre due 
15 certain ms for 3 actually done for the 
United States in the Southern States prior to the late 


civil war. 
Introduced by Mr. Steele, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 1525— 
To put into market certain timbered lands of the United Sta 
Introduced by Mr. Herbert, of Alabama TEA 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 


H. R. No. 1526— ~ 
To provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for the serv- 
ice of the Government for the year ending June 30, 

1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 
Reported by Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, as a substitute for bill H. R. 
r T A coeers 


Page. 


458 
525 


Considered, amended, and passed by the House. . 582-599, 614-615 
635 


Referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations. --... 
Amendments submitted and referred 
Reported back, considered, amended, and passed by the 


635, 650, 767 


Senate „„ 799, 800-804 


Bill, with Senate amendments, referred to the House Com- 
mittee on Appropriations 
H. R. No, 1527— 

Providing for a general law authorizing any person or persons 
to establish gas-works in the District of Columbia under 
restrictions. 

Introduced by Mr. Wood, of New York........--........-. 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No. 1528— 

For the relief of Robert Coles. 

Introduced by Mr. Cummings, of Iowa.....-.....---..---- 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1529— 

To amend title 61 of the Revised Statutes, in relation to bank- 
ruptey. 

2 by Mr. Hewitt, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No, 1530— 

Appropriating $7,500 to reimburse certain citizens of Louisi- 

ana who advanced this amount to the Government work 
on Tones Bayou. 

Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations. ..........-. 
H. R. No. 1531— 

For the relief of Sylvanus Sandford. 

Introduced by Mr. Ryan, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1532— 

To provide a method for the settlement and adjustment of the 
accounts of the attorney of the United States for the 
District of Columbia. 

Introduced by Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts 
Referred to the Committee on the Jndiciary.............. 


potted back, considered, and passed by the House 
ferred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary-...--. 


Re 
Re 


815 


H. R. No. 1533— 
For the relief of Robert Peysert. 
Introduced by Mr. Bridges, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
H. R. No. 1534— 
To amend the act entitled “An act to incorporate the Wash- 
ington Market Company.” 
Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont es 55 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
H. R. No. 1535— 
Granting a pension to Thomas T. Stewart, late private Com- 
pany D, Sixth Vermont Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1536— 

In relation to the affairs of the Washington Market Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia... 

H. R. No. 1537— 
Amendatory of the act to incorporate the Capitol, North O 
Street, and South Washington Railway Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Hendee, of Vermont 
Referred to the Committee for the Distriet of Columbia 
H. R. No. 1538— 
To provide for the purchase of a site and commencement of a 
building for the ffice at San Francisco, California. 
Introdu: by Mr. Davis, of California 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations ...........-. 
H. R. No, 1539— 

To pay arrears of pension to Rebecca Sanders, of North Caro- 

ina. 


Introduced by Mr. Robbins, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 
H. R. No. 1540— 
For the relief of John F. Foard. 
Introduced by Mr. Robbins, of North Carolina cake ae 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1541— 
To 2 for the sale of the lands of the Miami Indians in 
sas, 


Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1542— 
To provide for the funding and redemption of United States 
notes. 
Introduced 5 Mr. Haskell, of Kansas 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1543— 
Granting a pension to Ratcliffe M. Harrelson. 
nnu by Mr. Townshend, of Illinois . 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No, 1544— 
Granting a pension to William P. Armes. 
Introduced by Mr. Townshend, of IIIinoisss - . 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1545— 
For 3s relief of Ann Gregory, widow of Charles N. Gregory, 


eceased, 

Introduced by Mr. Boyd, of Illinois..........---...--..--. 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 

H. R. No. 1546— 
Providing for the classification of mail matter, and rates of 

tage thereon. 

Introduced by Mr. Money, òf Mississippi 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Otlice and Post-Roads.. 

H. R. No. 1547— 
To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase a lot 


— —ↄ—ůkͥP —2 — 


of land for the use of the Government, in Providence 
Rhode Island. 
Introduced by Mr. Eames, of Rhode Island -.......-...-- . 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. 


H. R. No. 154 
For the relief of owners and purchasers of lands sold for direct 
taxes in insurreetio States. 
Introduced by Mr. Hunton, of Virginia 8 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ..... See 
H. R. No. 1549— 
Granting arrears of pension to Louise Moss. 
Introduced by Mr. Ittner, of Missouri. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions = 
H. R. No. 1550— 
For the relief of John Kiernan. 
Introduced by Mr. Ittner, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 5 
H. R. No. 1551 — 
For we relief of Mrs. Emma A. Porch, of Centretown, Mis- 
souri. 
Intrognced b 
Referred to t 


Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri. 
Committee on Invalid Pensions 
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H. R. No. 1552— 

For the relief of Mrs. Julia H. Totten, widow of James Tot- 
ten, late lieutenant-colonel and assistant inspector-general 
United States Army, 

Introduced by Mr. Crittenden, of Missouri AESA 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1553— 

Granting a pension to Josephine Da C. Thomas. 

Introduced by Mr. Humphrey, of Wisconsin.............. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
II. R. No. 1554— 

Providing for the 3 of the name of Cynthia Cloud upon 

the pension - rolls, an paying to her certain sums of money. 
Introduced by Mr. Pridemore, of Virginia 4 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1555— 

For the relief of John B. Slack, late an acting third assistant 
engineer of the United States Navy. 

Introduced by Mr. Brentano, of IIIino iss. 2. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1556— 

Making an appropriation for the improvement of the Tom- 

bigbee River, in Mississippi. 
Introduced b . Muldrow, of Mississippi.. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No, 1557— 
For the relief of Mary J. Dunn, of Lee County, Mississippi. 
Introduced by Mr. Muldrow, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1558— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to place upon the 

pension-roll the name of Mary Frazee. 


Introduced by Mr. Neal, of Ohio 606 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions............ 606 
H. R. No. 1559— 
Making an appropriation for the improvement of the Ohio 
ver. 
Introduced by Mr. Neal, of Ohio 606 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 606 
H. R. No. 1560— 
For the relief of John Keating, late private Company B, First 
Regiment Heavy Artillery Maine Volunteers, 
Introduced by Mr. Powers, of Maine 606 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 606 
H. R. No. 1561— 
Granting a pension to Sarah C. Palmer. 
Int 3 Mr. Powers, of Maine 2.0.0.2 ce sees 606 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


II. R. No. 1562— 
For the relief of Amelia Ann Whitaker, 


Introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolin 606 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 606 
H. R. No. 1563— 
For the relief of Philemon B. Hawkins. 
Introduced by Mr. Davis, of North Carolina 606 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 606 
H. R. No. 1564— 
Granting a pension to Elizabeth Totten, widow of Commodore 
Benjamin J. Totten. 
Introduced by Mr. Crapo, of Massachusetts 9 606 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 606 


H. R. No. 1565— 
Making an appropriation for the erection of a public building 
and the pure of a site therefor, at Erie, Pennsylva- 


nia. 
Introduced by Mr. Watson, of Pennsylvania 606 
Referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 606 
H. R. No. 1566— 
For the relief of Frank A. Page. 
Introduced by Mr. Joyce, of Vermont 606 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 606 
H. R. No. 1567— 
For the relief of Captain William L. Foulk. . 
Introduced by Mr. Stenger, of Pennsylvania 606 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ............. 606 


H. R. No. 1568— 
In relation to docketing jud 
the United States to 


ents recovered in the courts of 
e them a lien on real estate. 


Introduced by Mr. Lockwood, of New Tork 606 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 606 
H. R. No. 1569— 
For the relief of Phabe Meech. 
Introduced by Mr. Lockwood, of New York............... 606 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 606 
H. R. No. 1570— 
For the relief of Alexander Anderson, late first lieutenant 
Fourteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry. 
Introduced by Mr. Aldrich, of Ilinois...... ...-.......... 607 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 607 


H. R. No. 1571— 
To promote efficiency in the marine-hospital service. 


Introduced by Mr. Roberts, of Maryland... 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1572— 

For the relief of the captors of the ram Albemarle. 
Introduced by Mr. Roberts, of Maryland.. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

H. R. No. 1573— 

For the relief of Franklin D. Pearson. 

Introduced by Mr. Roberts, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1574— 
For the relief of Horace Jarboe. 
Introduced by Mr. Roberts, of Maryland .............-..- 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
H. R. No. 1575— 7 
ee a pension to Margaret Kenah. 


— e et ween 


H. R. No. 1576— 

For the relief of William L. W. Seabrook, late commissioner 

of the land office of the State of Maryland. 
Introduced by Mr. Roberts, of Maryland. . 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1577— 
For the relief of Barbara Chenowith. 
Introduced by Mr. Roberts, of Maryland 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1578— 
For the relief of Francis O. Wyse, late lientenant-colonel of 
the Fourth SS ee of United States Artillery. 
Introduced b; Roberts, of Maryland ........-.--.-..-- 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1579— 

For the relief of Francis I. Wheeler. 

Introduced by Mr. Roberts, of Maryland... 

Referred to the Committee of Claims 

Reference changed to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1580— . 

For the relief of Thomas 8 
Introduced 50 Mr. Roberts, of Maryland..............-.. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.........-.. 

H. R. No. 1581— 

To improve the harbor of Vicksburgh. 
Introduced by Mr. Chalmers, of Mississippi sauss cue saines 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce.............--.-- 

H. R. No. 1582— 

To create the northern judicial district of the State of Texas, 
and to change the eastern and western Jodinia districts 
of said State, and to fix the time and p of holding 
courts in said districts. 

Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 
H. R. No. 1583— 

To anthorize and provide for the payment of all debts con- 
tracted by the Government in certain States therein named 
since the close of the war. 

Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1584— 

Authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the own- 
ers the value of all cotton seized by officers of the Treas- 
ury since May 30, 1865. 

Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No, 1585— 

For the relief of E. S. C. Robertson, of Bell County, in the 
State of Texas, 

Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee of Claim ss 
H. R. No. 1586— 


H. R. No. 1587— 
For the relief of John G. Parker for carrying United States 
mails in Washington Territory. 
Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
H. R. No. 1588— .- 
Enabling the Baptist Association of Puget Sound and British 
Columbia, ànd any other like association of any denomi- 
nation in the same locality, to navigate a vessel for mis- 


sionary purposes. 
Introdu by Mr. Jacobs, of Washington Territory. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. .----.---..----- 


607 
607 


607 


607 
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H. R. No. 1589— 
To restore to the public domain certain lands withdrawn in 
favor of the Northern Pacific Railroad in Washington Ter- 


ritory. 
Introduced by Mr. Jacobs, of bance, pres Territory 
Referred to the Committee on Public ds scawevaasens 
H. R. No. 1590 — 
For the relief of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Missouri Cav- 
alry Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri Saeed 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs skeen 
H. R. No. 1591— 

For the relief of William J. Allcock. 

Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 
Referred to Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1592 — 

For the relief of R. D. Salmons and others. 

Introduced by Mr. Caldwell, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims A 

H. R. No. 1593— 
For the relief of Elizabeth Mememeyer, of Saint Louis, Mis- 

souri, administratrix of Anton Mememeyer, deceased. 

Introduced by Mr. Metcalfe, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1594— 

For the relief of John Mooney, of Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Metcalfe, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1595— 

For the relief of James Lindsay, of Missouri. 

Introduced by Mr. Metcalfe, of Missouri 02-02. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1596— 

To provide for the organization of the Territory of Oklahoma. 
Introduced by Mr. nklin, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on the Territories 

H. R. No, 1597— 
For the relief of Martin Binney, captain of Company B, Twen- 


ty-eighth ment Massachusetts Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts ES 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1598— 1 


To t a pension to Sally Allen Doroning, widow of Samuel 
. Doroning, a soldier of the war of 1812. 
Introduced by Mr. Burdick, of Iowa 8 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 1599— 
For the relief of the ig, church at Raleigh Court House, 
in Raleigh Count est Virginia. 


Introduced by Mr. Kenna, of West Virginia rH 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1600— 
For the relief of Kiah Smoot, of Boone County, West Virginia. 
Introduced by Mr. Kenna, of West Virginia 


Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1601— 
For the relief of Mrs, Jane T. Hawkins, of Fayette County, 
West Virginia. 
Introduced y Mr. Kenna, of West Vi 
Referred to the Committee on War C 
H. R. No. 1602— 

To exempt steam-plow machinery from payment of duty. 
Introduced by Mr. Davis, of California 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

H. R. No. 1603— 

To correct an Army officer’s record. 

Introduced 80 r -isr oons égesse one 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1604— 

To increase and regulate fast-mail service between Washing- 
ton City, District of Columbia, and the following-named 
cities: Richmond, Virginia; Raleigh and Charlotte, North 
Carolina; Charleston, South Caroli a; Atlanta, Georgia; 
Mobile, Alabama; Memphis, Tennessee; Little Rock, 
Arkansas; New Orleans, Louisiana ; Galveston, Texas, 
and other points south. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations............. 
H. R. No. 1605— 

To provide for the re-establishment of a branch mint of the 
United States at the city of Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

H. R. No. 1606— 

Granting a pension to John D. Street, Third North Carolina 
Moun Infantry. 

Introduced (Sa ance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the-Committee on Invalid Pensions $s 


H. R. No. 1607— 
Placing the name of F. B. Carland, Third North Carolina 
Mounted Infan on the pension-roll. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... 
H. R. No. 1608— 

For the relief of M. L. Brittain and others. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina kon tadka’y 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 1609— 

For the relief of I. C. Camp, of North Carolina. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means — 

H. R. No. 1610— 
Placing the name of Joseph Ward, Third North Carolina 

Mounted Infan on the pension-roll. 

Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina éusess 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1611— 
To yey Robert C. W. Hughey, of North Carolina, arrears of 


ons. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1612— 
To amend the statutes in ‘relation to patents, and for other 


p 
Introduced b Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Patents 5 s 
a R. No. 1613— i EN 8 : 
o create postal savin anks, and for investing the surplus 
e ee the ak in securities of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Iowa 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. - . 
H. R. No. 1614— 

For the relief of S. T. Marshall, of Lee County, Iowa. 
Introduced by Mr. Stone, of IoẽwWũW ʃꝓ2WꝙVi wens 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 1615— 

For the relief of Thaddeus S. Stewart. 

Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Iowa err 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1616— 
Granting a pension to William Blancett, of Patrick County, 

Virginia, a soldier of the war of 1812. 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

H. R. No. 1617— 

Granting a pension to Philip Howerton, of Halifax County, 
: Virginia, a soldier of the war of 1812. 

n 


uced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia ra 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 75 
H. R. No. 1618— 


Restoring to the pension- rolls the name of Edward Booker 
of the county of Henry, State of Virginia, a soldier of 
the war of 1812, whose name was dropped from the rolls 
under the act of February 4, 1862, 

Introduced by Mr. Cabell, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
H. R. No. 1619— 

perenne a pension to Susan Humes. 

Introduced by Mr. Harmer, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1620— 

For the relief of Captain F. Blessing, late captain Company E, 

Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


Introduced by Mr. Errett, of Pennsylvania..........-....- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1621— 


To bE A TM say money for the survey of public lands and for 
salaries of employés in the office of the United States sur- 
veyor-general for California. 

Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations........-...- 
H. R. No. 1622— 

To admit free of duty steam-plow machinery adapted to the 
cultivation of the soil. 

Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California ss 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1623— 

Relating to officers of the Army detailed for staff duty. 
e by Mr. White, of Pennsylvania 8 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1624— t 

To extend the provisions of existing laws relating to soldiers 
and sailors of the war of 1812. 

Introduced by Mr. Mackey, of Pennsylvania +. 
Referred to Gommijttee op Revolutianary Pensions 


Page. 
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H. R. No. 1625— 
Granting a pension to Abram V. Miller, late a lieutenant in 
Company E of the One hundred and eighty-fourth Regi- 


ment of Pei Ivania Volunteers. 

Introduced by Mr. Mackey, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 3 

H. R. No. 1626— 

ee rE Fegg 

ntrodu A ey, Bac 222««%«%̃ 4 
Referred to i can Was Olatins 3 PEPIN 

H. R. No. 1627— 


Granting & pension to Jacob M. Groce, late a sergeant of 


peer D, Sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Heavy Artil- 
el Mr. Van Vorhes, of Ohio. 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1628 

For the relief of Moses Lacy. 

Introduced by Mr. Tucker, of Virginia 3 oa 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims LETAT Š 

H. R. No. 1629— 


For the relief of certain citizens of Lynchburg, Virginia, 
and refunding to them taxes improperly collected from 
them on manufactured tobacco. 

Introduced by Mr. Tucker, of Virginia 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

H. R. No. 1630— 

To pees 1922 Fa — — of provisions 

con ng particular o es, 
Introduced by Mr. Stevens, of Arizona 
Referred to 

H. R. No. 1631— 

Granting an increase of pension to William Winans. 

In uced brae Ketcham, of New Tor Scene 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions EA 

H, R. No. 1632— 

For the relief of William M. Maynadier. 
Introduced by Mr. Ketcham, of New Torn 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1633— 


——— — — 


ů—ͤ ꝶ ũ ᷑ ' — 


e Committee on the Judiciary .............. 


H. R. No. 1634— 
To alter and amend the license laws of the District of Co- 


lumbia. 
Introduced by Me Williams, of Michigan ........... aake 
Referred to Committee for the District of Columbia... 
H. R. No. 1635— 

For the relief of James T. Fisher and Samuel H. Smithers. 
Introduced Dy Me, Williams, of Michigan A 
Referred to Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1636— 

Granting a pension to Jeptha Rubert. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan EES 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions........... 
H. R. No. 1637— 

To establish post-routes in the several States herein named. 
Reported by Mr. Waddell, of North Carolina, from pe Com- 

and recom- 


mittee on the Post-Office and Post- 
r 1 . A 
H. R. No. 1638— 
To remove the political disabilities of Albert Miller Lea, of 
Navarro County, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Mills, of Texas 
Passed ‘by thie Haase. -sens . yoesasnccsseessesse 
Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary ....... 
H. R. No. 1639—. 
Making an appropriation for pier-lights at the entrance of 
: the pg’ ware — A a = Mississippi River. 
ntrodu . Conger, of Michigan 
the Commi Commerce 


ittee on 
H. R. No. 1640— 
To provide for the funding and redemption of United States 


notes. 
Introduced by Mr. Haskell, of Kansas ES ATA 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means........... 
H. R. No. 1641— 


Granting a pension to Franklin Paine. 
Introduced by Mr. Garfield, of Ohio 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1642— 
To authorize the restoration of George A. Armes to the rank 
of captain. 
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H. R. No. 1643— 
For the relief of Charles G. Summers, of New Tork. 
Introduced by Mr. Covert, of New Lork ose 


Referred to 

H. R. No. 1644— 
Sart an increase of pension to John J. Winn. 

Introduced 8 Covert, of New Tork 

Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions = 
py at g to Lafayette Deck 

ranting a pension a; er. 

In Beat Mr. Covert, of New Tor 5 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1646— 


Granting a pension to Bridget Leaffy, widow of Lawrence W. 


Introduced by Mr. Pugh, of New Jerseg +--+. 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid i 
H Granting a pension to Lacy J. Mitchell 

ran a on uey J. 

In et ee Mr. Mackey, of Pennsylvania 

Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 8 8 
H. R. No. 1648— 

For the relief of W. A. Rodgers, late first lieutenant of Com- 

Bus Eighteenth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer 
avalry. 
Introduced by Mr. Campbell, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1649— 
For the relief of J. Clinton DeWitt, of Canton, Bradford 
County, N 
Introduced by Mr. Overton, of Pennsylvania 33 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1650— 

In relation to the soldiers, sailors, marines, and officers of the 
late Union Army whose combined terms of service amount 
to five years and upward, and amending section 2305 of 
the Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Bayne, of Pennsylvania. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs............ 
H. R. No. 1651— 

To validate and confirm certain acknowledgments of deeds 
and other instruments of writing under seal made in a 
foreign country for lands lying in the District of Colum- 
bia, and the records thereof. 

Introduced by Mr. O'Neill, of Pennsylvania. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 
H. R. No. 1652— 

Regulating attachments for debt in the District of Columbia. 

troduced by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland 4 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia... 
H. R. No. 1653— 

For the relief of Henry M. Hannon. 

Introduced by Mr. Henkle, of Maryland ........-........-. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1654— 
For the relief of Folkes and Winston and others, citizens of 
Lynchburgh, da ee 
Introduced by Mr. Tucker, of Virginia -.............-.... 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1655— 

For the relief of Edwin De Leon, late United States consul- 
general in Egypt. 

Introduced b . Waddell, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations............. 

H. R. No. 1656— 
For the relief of Patrick J. Condon, late captain Company 
Sixty-third Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry, 


G, 
nting back pension. 
Introduced. b Mf. Waddell, of North Carolina..... 9 


Reſerred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1657— 

To restore 8 Buckner to the pension- rolls. 
Introduced b Vance, of North Carolina bias 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1658— 
For the relief of William M. Moore, Third North Carolina 
Mounted Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Vance, of North Carolina 4 
Referred to Committee on Military Affaire 
H. R. No, 1659— : 

For the improvement of the Neuse River, in North Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Brogden, of North Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 3 

H. R. No. 1660— 
For the relief of Saint Michael's Church, Charleston, South 

Carolina. 
Introduced by Mr. Cain, of South Carolinn n 
Referred to Committee of Ways and Means 


Committee on Military Affairs. 


s... ' —U)̃ 
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erate Letter to peeks th vigation and shi in 
e better to promo © navi on an ippin terests 
of the United States. 3 
Introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia. 
Referred to the Committee on Commer c 
H. R. No. 1662— 
For the relief of Samuel I. Gustine. 
. Introduced by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1663— 
For the relief of James A. Stewart, of Fulton County, Georgia. 


Introduced by Mr. Bell, of Georgia 
Referred to Committee of Claims Jede 
H. R No. 1664— : 
For the relief of James H. Rogers, of Georgia. 
Introduced by Mr. Felton, of Georgia 5655 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims * 
H. R. No. 1665— 


To refer the claims of John R. Stutts and Russell M. Kib- 
bourne, citizens of Lauderdale County, State of Alabama, 
to the commissioners of southern claims for re-examina- 
tion and report. 
Introduced by Mr. Garth, of Alabama 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1666— 

To remove the political disabilities of Edwin De Leon, late of 

Charleston, South Carolina. 


Introduced by Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Co: ttee on the Judiciary ............. * 
H. R. No. 1667— 


To remove the political disabilities of Beyerly H. Robertson, 
of the State of Virginia. 

Introduced by Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary .-.-.......... 
H. R. No. 1668— : 

For the relief of Ann M. Mechon, of Vicksburgh, Mississippi. 
Introduced by Mr. Chalmers, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1669— 

For the relief of Allen E. Anderson. 
Introduced by Mr. Chalmers, of Mississippi 5 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1670— 

To refund the cotton tax, and designating the mode of refund - 
ing the same. 

Introduced by Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1671— 

To confirm certain Rio Hondo claims unto Pedro Flores, Eliz- 
abeth Lafitte, Maria Cordova, Louis Lafitte, Antoine Du- 
bois, and Vital Flores. 

Introduced by Mr. Elam, of Louisiana. 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 8 
H. R. No. 1672— 

For the relief of Mrs. Sarah B. Franklin. 

Introduced by Mr. Dickey, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee of Claims k 
H. R. No. 1673— 

For the relief of John W, Skiles. 

Introduced by Mr. Dickey, of Ohio - ETA 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1674— 

Granting a pension to Albert Brinkmann, late a private in 
Compeny G, Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Heavy 

illerx. 


ry. 
Introduced by Mr, Banning, of Ohio é 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1675— 

To amend section 3 of an act entitled“ An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1576, and for other purposes.” 

Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
FFC la ber of 
jranting a pension enry ner, late a mem 0 
Company C, One Hundred e e Regiment 
Ohio Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1677— 

To repeal certain provisions of chapter 3, title 35, of the 
Revised Statutes. 

Introduced by Mr. Banning, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means... 

H. R. No. 1678— 
To establish a branch of the Mint of the United States at 


Jatrodaced py Mr. Banning, of Ohio RETOR sue 4 
Reſerred to = 


—— r 


H. R. No. 1679— 

For the relief of Catharine and Sophia Germain. 
Introduced by Mr. Boone, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 1680— 

For the relief of John M. Elder. 

Introduced by Mr. Caldwell, of Kentuck yy —— 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1681— 

To amend article 3 

Stata 
Introdu 
Referred to 

H. R. No. 1682— 

To amend section 1 of an act approved March 3, 1 entitled 
“An act to further protect the sinking fund and provide 
for the expenses of the Government. 

Introduced y Mr. Durham, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means........... 
H. R. No. 1683— 

To restore to the pension-roll the names of all soldiers stricken 
therefrom for disloyalty, and to repeal section 4716 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1684— 

To re the joint resolution prohibiting payment by any 
officer of the Government to any person not known to 
have been opposed to the rebellion and in favor of its 
suppression. 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee .....-...-....--.- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
H. R. No. 1685— 

For the relief of John Looper, of Fentress County, Tennessee, 

late of Company D, Second Regiment Tennessee Volun- 


Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1686— 

For the relief of Mrs. F. A. Lee, of Madison County, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Atkins, of Tennesse 2 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims a 

H. R. No. 1687— 

For the relief of Miles M. Hammond, of Jackson, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Atkins, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1688— 

To restore the name of Hamilton Ryne to the pension-xolls. 
Introduced by Mr. Thornburgh, of Tennessee savences 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

H. R. No. 1689— 
To provide for the payment of salaries of employé in the 
_Doorkeeper’s department. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee of Accounts ane 
H. R. No. 1690— 
For the relief of Mrs. Anna M. Cogswell, of Memphis, Ten- 


nessee, 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1691— 
For the relief of David H. Hildebrand, of Shelby County, 


—y— 122 


section 3244, chapter 3, of the Revised 

title 35, Internal Revenue.” 

by Mr. Durham, of Kentuck ye. 
Committee of Ways and Means 


Tennessee, 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee ........-.-..----- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims Seeawes 

H. R. No. 1692— 
For the relief of Martha A. Jones, of Fayette County, Ten- 

nessee. 

Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee —— 2 =- 
Referred to Committee on War Claims EAE AGAR ` 


H. R. No. 1693— 

For the relief of William B. Hamlin, of Memphis, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee weeks 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims . 

H. R. No. 1694— 
For the relief of A. F. Bonner, administrator of the estate of 
M. A. Bonner, deceased, of Shelby County, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1695— 

For the relief of Robert H. Cleere, of Collierville, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennesse 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims.. we 


king a iation to protect the wharf and landing at 
ing an appropriation to pro o W an a 
the city of emphis, Tennessee, from further and perma- 
manent i by the action of the Mississippi River. 
. Young, of Tennesse z 


Introduced 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 8 
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H. R. No. 1697— 

To provide for the building of a marine hospital at Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee 


Referred to 
H. R. No. 1698— 
For the relief of William R. Webber and Hennie E, Revell, 
executors of the estate of M. W. Webber, deceased, of 
Shelby County, Tennessee. 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims A 
H. R. No. 1699— ` 
For the relief of Richard L, Andrews, administrator of the 
estate of M. H. Battle, of Hardeman County, Tennessee, 
Introduced by Mr. Young, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 8 2 
H. R. No. 1700— 
To place on the pension-roll the name of Hiram Johnson, late 
private in Company A, Seventy-ninth Illinois Volunteers. 
Introduced by Mr. Eden, of IIlinois z.. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions Sonnes 
H. R. No. 1701— 
For the relief of Lieutenant C. A. Cutler. 
Introduced by Mr. Fort, of Illinois.....-....-.-.-..-.--- $ 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1702— 
For the relief of Ralph P. Ford, late private Companies K and 
B, Third Regiment Missouri State Militia. 
Introduced by Mr. Hatcher, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1703— : 
For the relief of Joseph W. Carmack. 
Introduced by Mr. Morgan, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1704— 
For the relief of Daniel M. Frost and the heirs and executors 
of William M. McPherson, of Missouri. 
Introduced by Mr. Glover, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
H. R. No. 1705— 

To incorporate the District of Columbia Gas-Light Company. 
Introduced by Mr. Glover, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 

H. R. No. 1706— 

For the relief of William Beyers, of Batesville, Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Gause, of Arkaus ass. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 1707— 
Yor the relief of A. C. Wellburn, administrator of the estate 
of Daniel T. Wellburn, of Phillips County, Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Ganse, of Arkansas............---..-.- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1708— 
For the relief of Mary E. Whitehead, Fannie C. Metzger, and 
Henry C. and Minnie E. Clements, of Helena, Arkansas, 
heirs of Alexander G. Clements, d 8 
Introdaced by Mr. Gause, of Arkansas 
Roferred to the Committee on War Claims 
II. R. No. 1709— 

To organize the Territory of Oklahoma, s 
Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 1710— ‘ 

For the relief of Sarah J. Raney. 

Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkaneas.....-.-.---.----- 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1711— 

For the relief of Mark Davis. 

Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No. 1712— 

For the relief of David Dodd, 

Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1713— 
For the relief of Prior N. Lea, of Washington County, Arkan- 


sas. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
H. R. No, 1714— 
To amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes relative to 
mannfacturers of cigars and to the sale of leaf-tobacco. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1715— 
Making an appropriation for an extension of the United States 
Government nilang at Detroit, Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds... 


e Committee on Commerce 
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H. R. No. 1716— 

Authorizing the commissioners of the District of Columbia to 
ute cases and take appeals without giving bond. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 

H. R. No. 1717— 
To repeal certain provisions of the act of Congress approved 
July 12, 1876, entitled “An act making appropriations for 

the Post-Office Department.” 


Introduced by Mr. Ellsworth, of Michigan 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Road.. 
H. R. No. 1718 


For the publication and distribution of a new edition of the 
Medical and Surgical History of the War. 

Introduced by Mr. Conger, of Michi 
Referred to the Committee on Printing 
H. R. No. 1719— 
For the improvement of navigation between the cities of Jef- 
ferson, in Texas, and Shreveport, in Louisiana. 
Introduced by Mr. Culberson, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1720— 

In aid of the Galveston Military Institute. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas = 
Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

H. R. No. 1721— 

For the relief of Alexander C. Crawford. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee of Claim 4 

H. R. No. 1722— 

For the relief of certain eitizens of Brenham, Texas, and to 

pay for property appropriated and destroyed by United 
tates soldiers in September, 1866. 
Introduced by Mr. Giddings, of Texas 

_ Referred to the Committee on War Claims 

H. R. No. 1723— 

For the relief of Francis Guilbeau, of San Antonio, Texas. 
Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee of Claims e 

H. R. No. 1724— 

To reduce the cost of the defense of the southwesterly bound- 
ary of the United States by the construction of a rail- 
road and baa Be Sie 

Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals $ 
H. R. No, 1725— 

For the relief of George W. Maher. 

Introduced by Mr. Burdick, of Iow-wa SS 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 3 
H. R. No. 1726— 
For the relief of E. Troisquos. 
Introduced oy Mr. Burdick, of Iowa.....--.-...---- 10055. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No. 1727— 
For the relief of Joh: Henderson. 
Introduced by Mr. Burdick, of Iowa 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
H. R. No, 1728— 

Granting a pension to Julia J. Wheeler. 

Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa quae 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions — 
H. R. No. 1729— 

For the relief of Rollin J. Reeves. 

Introduced by Mr. Stone, of Io W ẽ e 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affuir sz. 
H. R. No. 1730— 

For the relief of the settlers on the Soscol tract of land, in So- 
lano County, California. 

Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1731— 

For the relief of James E. Barnes and eleven others, eitizens of 
the State of California. 

Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Land 
H. R. No. 1732— 

For the relief of A. P. Jackson and others. 

Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California — See 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1733— 

For the relief of Nicholas Marquez. 

Introduced by Mr. Luttrell, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
H. R. No. 1734— 

For the relief of William H. Davis, of Oakland, Alameda 
County, California, 

Introduced by Mr. Page, of California. 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims 
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H. R. No. 1735— 
For the relief of Charles W. Denton. 


Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon 726 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 726 
H. R. No. 1728 


Providing for the payment of the amounts due the Lag aad hd 

in, and e contractors m Tamaho 8 he 0 

nit tates Armory at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, in 
March and April, 1861. à 


Introduced by Mr. Martin, of West Virginia 726 
Referred to the Committee on Military 3 726 
H. R. No. 1737— 


To authorize and direct the Secretary of War to convey, b 
deed, to the board of education of the district of Harper’s 
Ferry, West Virginia, a lot of ground, (No. 2 in Block B,) 
with the buildings thereon, for the use of the common 
schools thereof. 


Introduced by Mr. Martin, of West Virginia 726 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands 726 
H. R. No. 1738— 
For the relief of William J. Parker, 
Introduced by Mr. Welch, of Nebraska 726 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 726 
e aie 5 tion of seeds for suff b h 
r distribution o ‘or erers by grasshoppers. 
Introduced by Mr. Romero, of New Mexico 5 726 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture 726 
H. R. No. 1740— 
For the relief of Henry 1 
Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota 726 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 726 


H. R. No. 1741— > 

For the relief of Bligh E. Wood. 

Introduced by Mr. Kidder, of Dakota. 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
H. R. No. 1742— j 

For the relief of Alfred D. Ballock. 

Introduced by Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
Adar the relief of M Q f Lexington, Kentucky. 

For the relief o uinn, o n , Kentucky. 
Introduced b Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky..............- 
Referred to the Committee on War Claims - 

H. R. No. 1744— 
For the relief of William P. Thorne, of Henry County, Ken- 
tucky. x 
Introduced by Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky 
Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of Justice.:-.....---..2..- ell 
H. R. No. 1745— 4 

For the relief of Granville Garnett, of Owen County, Kentucky. 
Introduced by Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky s 
Referred to the Committee ou the Judiciary..........-.. ° 

H. R. No. 1746— 
For the relief of the sufferers by the wreck of the United 
States steamer Huron, and for other purposes. 
Introduced by Mr. Knott, of Kentucky 8 . 
Considered and passed by the House with amendment 
Referred to the Senate Committee on Naval Affairs bss 
H. R. No. 1747— 
Authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase certain 
roperties of the Freedman's Bank, situated in Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, and in Jacksonville, Florida, 
for the use of the United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Chalmers, of Mississippfii . 
Referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.. - 
H. R. No. 1748— 

For the relief of James Clements, 

Introduced by Mr. Hamilton, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1749— 

To define the notin of certain legal terms. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on the Judic 

H. R. No. 1750— 


To grant a pension to John Folger. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia 810 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 810 
H. R. No. 1751— 
Granting a pension to Wiliam C. Parker. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia - 810 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 810 


H. R. No. 1752— 
For the relief of Naval Constructor Theodore D. Wilson, of 


the Navy. 
Introduced by Mr. Wale, Of Bains. onc saarennon paa enakk 810 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 810 
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H. R. No. 1753— 
For the relief of James H. Hamilton. 
Introduced by Mr. Sayler, of Ohio r 810 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs wee), CLO 


H. R. No. 1754— 

For the relief of Selmar Seibert. 
Introduced by Mr. Burdick, of Iowa.... sss. ---....-...... 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 

H. R. No. 1755— 
To amend the acts approved March 3, 1873, and March 13, 
1874, to encourage the growth of timber on western 


prairies. É 
Introduced by Mr. Stewart, of Minnesota 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands .......-..- wae 


8 a pension to Christopher Schmidt. 

Introduced pry Tipton, R PEE O EAT 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 
H. R. No. 1757— 

Relating to vessels not propelled by steam or sail. 

Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan *. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce —k 
H. R. No. 1758— 

To appropriate money for the erection of a keeper's dwelling 
at the light-house at Pere 8 Michigan. 

Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1759— 
To appropriate money for the erection of a light-house and 
steam fog-si, on Stannard’s Rock, Lake Superior. 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Ha R. No. 1760— ae 8 
o appropriate money for the erection of a keeper’s dwelling 
at the light-houss at Pentwater, Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1761— 

For the relief of Samuel W. Abbott, postmaster at Menomo- 
nee, Michigan. 

Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee of Claims * 
H. R. No. 1762— 

For the relief of Reuben Goodrich. 

Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan n... s 
Referred to the Committee of Claim. 
H. R. No. 1763— 

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to invest in the 
bonds of the United States the unexpended balance of 
the ping ap propisio to the L’Anse and Vieux de Sert 
bands of e Superior. 

Introduced by Mr, Hubbell, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

H. R. No. 1764— 
To appropriate money for the erection of a station and steam 

og-signal at Mackinac, Michigan. 

Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 

H. R. No, 1765— 

Granting a pension to Thomas Pulling, of Big Rapids, Mecosta 
County, Michigan. 

Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michi 
Referred to the Committee on Invali 
H. R. No. i766— 
To 5 money for continuing the improvement of the 
aint Mary's River and Saint Mary's Falls Canal. 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee of Commèer c 
H. R. No. 1767— 
To appropriate money for continuing the improvement of the 
arbor at Manistee, Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan 1 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
I. R. No. 1768— 
To appropriate money for continuing the improvement of the 
bor at Ludington, Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan . 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1769— 
To appropriate money for continuing the improvement of the 
arbor at Pentwater, Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan e 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1770— 
To N. money for the improvement of the harbor at 
harlevoix, Michigan. 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan .............---- 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
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H. R. No. 1771— 
To appropriate money for continuing the improvement of 
Eagle Harbor, e Superior. 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
H. R. No. 1772— 
To appropriate money for continuing the improvement of the 
arbor at Onto n, Lake Superior, 
Introduced by Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan AA 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce ee vase 
H. R. No. 1773— 
For the relief of Homer R. Parish. 
Introduced by Mr. Henderson, of Illinois 


Referred to the Committee on War Claims —— 
H. R. No. 1774— 
Granting a pension to Miriam V. Kenney. 
In uced by Mr. Fort, of Illinois —— — 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ee 


Page. 


H. R. No. 1775— 
To punish embezzlement by agents and attorneys. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary............-.. 
H. R. No. 1776— 
For the relief of James M. Douglass, of Benton County, 


Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Gunter, of Arkansas Sen 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


H. R. No, 1777— 

For the relief of Jacob H. Stark. 
Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Michigan 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

H. R. No. 1778— 

Granting a pension to William Abendroth. 5 
Introduced K O'Neill, of Pennsylvaniů .-.......À 
Referred to Committee on Invalid Pensions 


RESOLUTIONS. 
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Joint Resolution H. R. No. 1— 

In relation to the international industrial exposition to be 
held in Paris in 1878, 

Introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of New Nor 

Referred to the Committee on Forei, 

Reported back with amendments and recommitted....... 
Joint Resolution H. R, No. 2— 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States of America. 

Introduced py Me. Maish, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the special committee appointed to inquire into 
the state of the law in reference to the election of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President T 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 3— c 
Authorizing the Court of Claims to ta rehearing in the 
case of F. W. Claussen va. The United States. 
Introduced by Mr. Evins, of South Carolina 
Referred to the Committee of Claims 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 4— 

To allow Lieutenant D. F. Tozier a gold medal awarded by 
the President of the French Republic. 

Introduced by Mr. Hooker, of Mississippi 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 5— 

Authorizing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain 
on what terms a mutually beneficial treaty of commerce 
with the Central American States can be arranged. 

Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana ............-...-. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 6— 

Authorizing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain 
on what terms a mutually beneficial treaty of commerce 
with Mexico can be arranged. 

Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Joint Resolution H. R. No.7— 

Authorizing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain 
on what terms a mutually beneficial treaty of commerce 
with Canada can be arasi. 

Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana .................. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce......--...-..... 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 8— 

Authorizing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain 
on what terms a mutually beneficial treaty of commerce 
with Brazil can be arranged. 

Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Lonisiana.............---.- 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 9— 

Presenting the thanks of Congress to Lieutenant D. F. Tozier, 
and the officers and men of the revenue-steamer Dix, for 
rescuing the French bark Peabody, with sixteen persons 
on hoas. stranded in Gulf of Mexico, February 23, 1877. 

Introduced by Mr. Darrall, of Louisiana. in 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 10— 

Authorizing the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent- 
atives to appoint an assistant. 

Introduced by Mr Southard, of Ohio.. 

Referred to the Committee on the Rules b 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 11— 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution in reference to 


the election of President and Vice-President of the United 
States and members of Congress. 
Introduced by Mr. Springer, of Ilinois.............--...-. 
Referred to the select committee on election of President 
r cone bees T 
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Joint Resolution H. R. No. 12— 
For the relief of William W. Wilshire, of Arkansas. 
Introduced by Mr. Slemons, of Arkansas 
Referred to the Committee of Elections. 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 13— 


Submitting proposed amendment to the Constitution, to be™ 


designated article 16. 
Introduced by Mr. Cravens, of Arkansas 
Referred to the select committee on the electoral count 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 14— 

Applying the appropriation made March 3, 1877, to pay cer- 
tain southern mail contractors. 

Introduced by Mr. Culberson, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations.........-... 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 15— 

Authorizing the Secretary of War to issue to the governor of 
the State of Texas certain arms for the use of the Gal- 
veston artillery. q 

Introduced 1 7 75 Giddings, of Texas 
Referred to Committee on Military Affairs 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 16— . 

Authorizing and 3 the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to the State of Texas $1,629,615 69, on account of 
moneys paid out by said State for frontier defense. 

Introduced by Mr. o 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 17— 

To amend the joint resolution entitled “Joint resolution pro- 
hibiting payment by any officer of the Government to any 
person not known to have been opposed to the rebellion 
and in favor of its suppression,” approved March 2, 1867. 

Introduced wy Mr. Reagan, of Texas ---- 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...........-. $ 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 18— 

Authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay over to the 
State of Texas the balance remaining of the fund appro- 
praia by the acts of September 9, 1850, and February 20, 

855, for the payment of the creditors of the late Republic 
of Texas, 
Introduced 2 Mr. Reagan, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judicia ry 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 19— 

cis. ome ing amendments to the Constitution of the United 

tates. 


Introduced by Mr. Reagan, of Texas 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.........-..--. 
Jont 3 H. R. No. 20— APE 28 
o apply the amount appropria y the act of Congress 
approved March 3, 1877, to pay certain southern mail 


contractors. 
Introduced by Mr. OR TERME peeve K 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.. 
Reported, DAK... Sos. es een twwees wasn toabascsas basanewevs 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 2i— 
To provide for the remonetization of silver. 
Introduced by Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia 
Referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 


Joint Resolution H. R. No, 22— 
Asking for the reappointment of George F. Sawyer to his 
former position in the Navy. 
Introduced by Mr. Hart, of New York ...........-.-.-.--- 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 2 — 
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Joint Resolution H. R. No. 23— 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States so as to elect the President and Vice-President 
thereof by a direct vote of the people thereof. 


Introduced by Mr. Finley, of Ohio...-.. ...--- - . 
Referred to thé select committee on the subject of the 
electoral count <<< „ 

Joint Resolution H. R. No. 24— 


Referring to the Court of Claims a claim against the United 
States for the loss of the schooner Bergen. 

Introduced by Mr. Peddie, of New Jersey...--...--------- 
Referred to the Committee of Claims....-...--.....-- ais 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 25— 

Authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay Mary Fearon 
and Jessie Crossin, executrices of Samuel P. Fearon, de- 
ceased, for certain registered United States bonds redeemed 
by the Government on forged assignments and power of 
attorney. 

Introduced by Mr. Maish, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 26— 

To authorize the President of the United States to request the 

Republic of Hayti to indemnify Antonio Pelletin. 
Introduced by Mr. Money, of Mississippi press 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Joint Resolution H. R. No. 27— 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution for the election 
of postmasters every four years by the voters of the dis- 
trict, village, town, or city in which the duties of their 
offices are to be performed, 

Introduced by Mr. Riddle, of Tennessee 3 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciaryy .-----=--- 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 28— 

To authorize treaty with Republic of Mexico to secure pro- 
tection to capital and labor of citizens cf the United 
States which may be invested and employed in openin 
railway communication in the northern states of sai 


republic. 
Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 29— E 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, restricting the application of the fifteenth amend- 
ment thereof. 

Introduced by Mr. Buckner, of Missouri 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.... ..... Gee 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 30— 

To enable the Court of Claims to hear and determine the 
claim of the personal representatives of Ferdinand Cais, 
a citizen of France. 

Introduced by Mr. Schleicher, of Texas. 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary...-.. ........ 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 31— 

To invite a joint convention of all civilized nations for the 
purpose of Yat apse: a uniform system of ween 
measures, and coinage throughout the civilized world. 

Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa 
Referred to Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 32— 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States in reference to the term of and eligibility to the 
office of President of the United States. 

Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa...............----...-. 
Referred to the select committee concerning the counting 
of the electoral votes EPP re E EP EP 

Joint Resolution H. R. No. 33— 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States so as to elect the President and Vice-President 
thereof by a direct vote of the people thereof. 

Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa..........-...-.-..---. 
Referred to the select committee concerning the counting 
Haste vovseccocess sescedasscces 

Joint Resolution H. R. No. 34— 

To amend the Constitution of the United States so as to elect 
United States Senators by a direct vote of the people of 
the several States, 

Introduced by Mr. Oliver, of Iowa.......-.--.....---. ++ 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary........ 3 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 35— 

Correcting the Army records of Captain George D. Hill, United 
States Army. 

Introduced by Mr. Williams, of Oregon 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 36— 

To so amend the Constitution as to limit the presidential 
term to a single term of six years. 

Introduced by Mir. House, of Tennessee 
Referred to the select committee on counting the electoral 
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Joint Resolution H. R. No. 37— 
To anthorize the Secretary of War to issue certain arms to the 


Washington Light Infantry of Charleston, South Carolina. 
Introdu by Mr. Evins, of South Carolina 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 38— 
Authorizing the payment of Rev. John Poisal, D. D., late 
Chaplain of the House ot Representatives, for time of 
his service as such without taking the oath prescribed by 


aw. 
Introduced by Mr. Tucker, of Virginia pee 
Considered and passed by the House 
Referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 
Reported back, considered, and passed by the Senate 


281 
364 
387 


Examined and signed. neees s=- . 413,415 
566 


Approved by the President. 

Joint lution H. R. No. 39— 
In relation to suspending payment of the claims of Benjamin 
Weil, No. 447, and the La Abra Silver Mining Company, 
No. 489, on the American docket of the late joint commis- 

sion of the United States and Mexico. 

Introduced by Mr. Forney, of Alabama 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs — 

Joint Resolution H. R. No. 40— 
Instructing the Secretary of War to correct the enrollment of 
Robert Scott, Company F, Twenty-seyenth Regiment 

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
Introduced by Mr. Neal, of Ohio 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Joint Resolution H. R. No. 41— 
bby ere J for an amendment to the Constitution of the United 

tes 


Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 
Joint Resolution H. R. No, 42— 
Feng an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
ta 
Introduced by Mr. Lapham, of New Tork 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciar 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 43— 

To authorize Rear Admiral William Reynolds to accept cer- 
tain presents from the Kipg of Siam, a younger brother 
of the king, and the second king. 

Introduced by Mr. Smith, of Pennsylvania 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs ee 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 44— 

For the relief of the Metropolitan police force of the District 

of Columbia. 
Introduced by Mr. Walsh, of Maryland. 
Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia 
tae Resolution ae No. oo E 
cting an index to the Congression A 
Introduced by Mr. Calkins, of Indiana 
Referred to the Committee on Printing 
Reported back adversely and laid on the tab 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 46— 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
State prohibiting the payment of claims growing ont of the 
late rebellion, 


—U]— — 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 47— 
Authorizing Rear-Admiral John J. Alm 
to accept a decoration from the 
Islands. 


United States Navy, 
ing of the Hawaiian 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 48— 
In relation to the International Industrial Exposition to be 
held in Paris in 1878. 
Reported by Mr. Swann, of Maryland, from the Committee 
on: Potelgn Affaire sic. . 


281 
281 


281 
281 


Considered, amended, and passed by the House 8 516-520, 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 49— 
In regard to remission of duties. 
Introduced by Mr. Hewitt, of New Tork. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 50— 
Authorizing and directing the President to appoint a commis- 
sion to provide for the improvement of the Mississippi 


River. 
Introduced by Mr. Gibson, of Louisiana.......-. 3 
Referred to the Committee on Levees and the Improvement 
of the Mississippi River ——U —ä ſ— 23233 2. 


582 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 51— 
Authorizing the establishment of a commission for the scien- 
tific exploration of the northern states of Mexico and the 
territory of the United States adjoining the same. 
Introduced by Mr. Mackey, of Pennsylvania. 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affai 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 52— 
Of thanks to Henry M. Stanley. 
Introduced by Mr. Blair, of New Hampshire 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 53— 

Authorizing and directing the free transmission through the 
mails, by members of Con and heads of Departments, 
of all documents printed by authority of Congress. 

Introduced by Mr. Mackey, of Pennsylvania. 
Referred to Committee on the Post-Office and Post- Roads 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 54— 

Authorizing the printing and distribution of the memorial 
addresses on the life and character of the late Edward 
zong Parsons, a Representative from the State of Ken- 
tucky. 

Introduced by Mr. Willis, of Kentucky ggg 
Referred to the Committee on Printing 


Joint Resolution H. R. No. 55— 
To authorize Medical Inspector Thomas J. Turner, United 
States Navy, to accept a diploma of the Order of 
meha from the King of the Hawaiian Islands. 


Introduced by Mr. Whitthorne, of Tennessee 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 


A concurrent resolution— 

That when the two Houses adjourn on Wednesday the 28th 
day of November, 1877, this extraordinary session will 
stand adjourned without day. 

Introduced by Mr. Springer, of Illinois ............ 3 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
A concurrent resolution 

That the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives be, and they are hereby, di- 
rected to adjourn their respective Houses without day on 
Thursday the 22d instant, at six o’clock p. m. 

Reported by Mr. Wood, of New York, from the Committee 
r sdecacsccacadectascace 

A concurrent resolution— 
That there be printed for the use of the House 10,000 copies, 
in pamphlet form, of the report of the United States mon- 
etary commission, created by joint resolution of August 


Page. 


HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS. 


Joint Resolution H. R. No, 56— 
Relative to reservoirs to promote the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi River. 
Introduced by Mr. Pound, of Wisconsin ..........-...... a 
609 Referred to the Committee on Commerce— 
609 | Joint Resolution H. R. No. 57— 
To amend the Constitution so as to give to the several Terri- 
tories and the District of Columbia one member each in 
the House of Representatives. 
Introduced by Mr. Corlett, of Wyoming 
Referred to the Committee on Territories 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 58— 
‘ixing the date on which the 3 of the twenty-one 
clerks to committees of the House of Representatives, who 
are paid during the session only, shall begin. 
Reported by Mr. Blair, of New Hampshire, from the Com- 

„ ᷣ ͤ 0 voaspecearcos 
Considered and passed by the House. 
Referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations .-.-.- 

Joint Resolution H. R. No. 59— 

Authorizing payment of employés of the House of Repre- 
sentatives their salaries for time served by them during 
the present session of Congress without having taken the 
oath prescribed by law. 

, Reported by Mr. Boyd, of Illinois, from the Committee of 
„ ALAS IT tune avaesscacent 

Considered and passed by the House. 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 
Joint Resolution H. R. No. 60— 

For survey of a part of the Kankakee River, and making an 

appropriation therefor. 

Introduced by Mr. Calkins, of Indiana 

Referred to the Committee on Commerce 


722 


810 
810 


A concurrent resolution—Continued. 
15, 1876; the said pamphlet to embrace only the majority 
and minority reports, together with the special reports of 
said commission, and containing in all two hundred and 


220 ten printed pages, octavo. 
220 Reported by Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
MiO On PIINE ß 717 
Considered, amended, and recommitted..............-...- 720 
A concurrent resolution— 
That the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives be, and they are hereby, directed to 
adjourn their respective Houses, without day, at three 
399 o’clock p. m. this day. 
Submi by Mr. Wood, of New York, and adopted by the one 
OURO ccavanssanesbtes sovans suns bodesnabaceteianes waa 
Considered, amended, and concurred in by the Senate...... 816 
Senate amendment concurred in by the House 814 


